
Matric results: Pass percentage 90.55

SAROJ MISHRA
�����  BHUBANESWAR

The State on Wednesday
witnessed a further spike in
Covid-19 cases with 401
people testing positive for the
virus in 21 districts and the
State pool. With this, the total
tally surged to 12,91,518.

Among the newly-infected
were 44 children in the age
group of 0 to 18 years.

Notably, the State had re-
ported Covid 334 cases on
Tuesday.

Out of the new cases, 236
were from quarantine and 165
local contacts.

Khordha district registered
the day's highest 194  cases fol-
lowed by Cuttack with 64,
Sundargarh 19, Baleswar 17,
Puri 14 Bhadrak (2), Gajapati
and Mayurbhanj six each,
Jagatsinghpur and Sambalpur
five each, Nayagarh and Jajpur
four each, Jharsuguda and
Kendrapada three each,
Ganjam and Kalahandi two
each and Koraput, Malkangiri,
Mayurbhanj, Nuapada,
Rayagada and Subarnapur one
each. The active cases num-
bered 1,957.

So far, 12,80,382 patientss
have recovered from the dis-
ease in the State.
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In a development that has
triggered fears in the Uddhav

Thackeray-led Shiv Sena camp
about a fresh rebellion within
the parent party,  party MP
Rahul Shewale has written to
the Sena chief urging him to
support the candidature of
BJP-led NDA’s Presidential
nominee Draupadi Murmu.

Currently, the Shiv Sena
has 18 Lok Sabha members. Of
them, four MPs have already
shifted loyalty from the parent
Shiv Sena to the Eknath Shinde
camp. They comprise Shrikant
Shinde, son of current chief
minister Eknath Shinde,
Bhavana Gawali, Rajan
Vichare. At least half a dozen
MPs have either agreed to shift
to the side or are in touch with
Eknath Shinde. 

As the parent Sena grap-
pled with the recent unprece-
dented Eknath Shinde-staged
rebellion that led to the party
losing power in Maharashtra,
Shewale posed a fresh headache
to party chief Uddhav
Thackeray by urging him to

extend support to Draupadi
Murmu,  a tribal woman mem-
ber of the BJP and former
Governor of Jharkhand.

Murmu is taking on the
joint Opposition candidate
Yashwant Sinha. 

Given that Shewale is a
loyal party man, his formal
request to the party president
— made through a letter sub-
mitted on Tuesday — has come
as a big shock at a time when
the Sena leadership has not
taken kindly to the manner in
which the BJP helped Sena’s
rebel leader Eknath Shinde
engineer a split in the parent

party and formed an alliance
government in the State, dis-
lodging the MVA Government.

Behind Shewale’s move
there appears to be more than
what meets the eye, consider-
ing that the Sersa MP’s request
to his party chief coincided
with an appeal by the Eknath
Shinde camp spokesman
Deepak Kesarkar to all legis-
lators and MPs from across
parties in Maharashtra to
support Murmu in keeping
with Maharashtra’s tradition
of recognising the women’s
contribution to the society.

In his letter to the Sena

president, Shewale said that
Draupadi Murmu hailed from
the tribal community and she
had made a huge contribution
to public life. Before coming
to politics, Murmu was a
teacher and later served as an
honorary assistant professor
in the Shri  Aurobindo
Integral  Education and
Research,  Rairangpur.
Thereafter, she worked as a
junior assistant in the irriga-
tion department of the Odisha
Government. Draupadi
Murmu also served in an
important position of the
Governor of Jharkhand.


����������������
��	
����

The IAF has received
7,49,899 applications under

the newly launched Agnipath
scheme rolled out last month.
This number of aspirants is
more than the last recruit-
ment numbers which stood at
6,31,528. 

Also, more than 10,000
women candidates have so far
reportedly applied in the Navy,
which plans to earmark 20 per
cent posts for the women can-
didates in various wings of the
service.

The candidates, who
applied through online regis-
tration for the Agnipath
scheme for the IAF, will now
have to clear a written exami-
nation.  The successful candi-
dates will then appear for phys-
ical fitness and medical tests.
The shortlisted aspirants will be
inducted into the IAF as
Agniveers after a year-long
training.

“The online registration
process conducted by #IAF
towards#AgnipathRecruitment
Scheme has been completed.
Compared to 6,31,528 appli-
cations in the past, which was
the highest in any recruitment
cycle, this time 7,49,899 appli-
cations have been received,” the

IAF tweeted on Tuesday.
The IAF started the regis-

tration process on June 24
after the Agnipath termed as
“transformative” was launched
by Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh in the presence of the
three Services chiefs here on
June 14.  The Army and the
Navy registration is now on.

The scheme led to mass
protests in many parts of the
country with the agitators dam-
aging public property.  

Several veterans, political
parties and others raised
doubts about the new policy as
it does not provide pension
and other benefits provided to
regular soldiers.

However, the
Government ruled out rolling
back the new policy and said
it consulted various stake-
holders for more than two
years before firming up the

Agnipath scheme.  It also said
the scheme will not impact the
operational preparedness of
the armed forces and the reg-
imental ethos.

After a stint of mandato-
ry four years, 25 per cent of the
Agniveers will be selected for
regular service of 15 years or
so with full pension benefits. 

The remaining 75 per
cent Agniveers will  be
absorbed into various State
and Central Government insti-
tutions, including the Defence
Ministry, which has reserved
ten per cent vacancies in var-
ious departments and defence
public sector undertakings.

The Home Ministry
reserved ten per cent vacancies
for the demobilised Agniveers
in the Central paramilitar.  The
Government also rolled out
various beneficiary schemes
for demobilised Agniveers.
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Aday after heaping calumny
on the Indian Constitution,

Kerala Minister Saji Cherian
resigned from the cabinet on
Wednesday evening.

His Sunday’s speech
describing the Indian
Constitution “as a best means
to exploit and cheat the poor
millions in the country” had
led to widespread protests.
Vociferous demands surfaced
on Tuesday from several quar-
ters, including the BJP and the
Congress, for his resignation.

Governor Arif Mohammed
Khan had told the media on
Tuesday that he was sure the
leader of the Government
(Chief Minister) would take
notice of the speech made by
the Minister as the
Constitution was an expression
of national faith.

On Wednesday evening,
Cherian had an hour-long
meeting with Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan and later told
the media that he was resign-
ing. “My continuation as min-
ister may come in the way of a
free and fair probe and hence
I am quitting. I have submitted
my resignation to the Chief
Minister,” said Cherian.

Minutes before the
announcement of his resigna-
tion, the Thiruvalla Magistrate
had ordered the
Pathanamthitta Police to file a
case against Cherian. 

Cherian’s resignation is
unlikely to bring down the
public anger against him as
Leader of the Opposition VD
Satheeshan demanded his dis-
qualification as member of the
Legislative Assembly.
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Bengal Opposition Leader
Suvendu Adhikari on

Wednesday demanded the
arrest of Trinamool Congress
MP from Nadia Mahua Moitra
saying her remarks on Goddess
Kali had hurt religious senti-
ments of the people and that
action should be taken against
her.

Moitra had made some
derogatory statements while
trying to justify the portrayal of
the Goddess smoking a ciga-
rette in a film. Attacking the
TMC leadership for not taking
any action against her, Adhikari
said he was giving ten days’
time to the Government to act
“after which we will act.”

Saying that this was the last
warning to people like Moitra,
he said, “This is the last time we
will tolerate people using
derogatory terms against

Hindu deities in Bengal. Next
time, we will not give anyone
a chance to speak against our
gods and goddesses. We will
not stop protesting until she
holds her ears and apologis-
es.”

He added, “Already cases
have been registered against
her in many places, including
Bengal… we want the
Government to take action

against Mahua Moitra … we
will wait for another 10 days
… if they do not take action
then we will move the court
against her,” Adhikari said.

Accusing the State
Government of double stan-
dards, he said, “The State
police had promptly acted
against Nupur Sharma. But
they have not taken any action
against Mahua Moitra.”
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Union Minister Mukhtar
Abbas Naqvi and RCP

Singh resigned on Wednesday,
a day before the end of their
tenure as members of the Rajya
Sabha.

One of the main Muslim
faces of the BJP, Naqvi looked
set for a “new assignment”, and
an announcement to that effect
is awaited, sources said. With
Naqvi’s exit, there is no Muslim
member in the Modi Cabinet.

Singh, a JD(U) leader, was
denied a Rajya Sabha renomi-
nation by party supremo and
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar. His resignation is a
clear signal that the BJP lead-
ership does not want to upset
Nitish Kumar at a time when
the relationship between the
JD(U) and the BJP is hitting a
new low every day in Bihar.  

Singh has made no secret
of his growing closeness with

the BJP and was even warmly
received by the BJP workers at
Hyderabad where the ruling
party held its National
Executive meeting.

The JD(U) leadership is
keeping a close eye on Singh.
The Nitish camp suspects that
he could try to do a
Maharashtra in Bihar by trying
to break the JD(U) or help the
RJD in dislodging Nitish-led
alliance Government in Bihar.

A section in the BJP feels
that it was high time when
Nitish was shown the door
even at the cost of installing an
RJD regime in Bihar.  This sce-
nario could end Nitish Kumar’s
bargaining power and free the
BJP from his shackles, BJP
leaders feel.

Earlier, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is understood
to have lauded Naqvi and Singh
for their contribution to the
country and the people during
the Cabinet meeting.
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Legendary athlete PT Usha,
film composer Ilaiyaraaja,

film maker V Vijayendra
Prasad, and philanthropist
Veerendra Heggade are four
eminent personalities nomi-
nated to the Rajya Sabha on
Wednesday. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi issued con-
gratulatory messages to all the
nominated members calling
them an inspiration for every
Indian. Twelve members are
nominated by the President to
the Rajya Sabha for a term of
six years. These nominees,
selected on the advice of the
Prime Minister, are people
who have made significant
achievements in the fields of
arts, literature, science etc.

“The remarkable PT Usha
Ji is an inspiration for every
Indian. Her accomplishments
in sports are widely known, but
equally commendable is her
work to mentor budding ath-
letes over the last several years.

Congratulations to her on
being nominated to the Rajya
Sabha,” Modi wrote on Twitter.

PT Usha lost a historic
bronze medal in 400m hurdles
at the 1984 Los Angeles
Olympics. Popularly known as
Payyoli Express, she estab-
lished herself as the queen of
Asian track and field by win-
ning sex medals — five gold
and a bronze — at Jakarta in
Indonesia a year later during
the 1985 Asian championships.
She was also awarded the
Padma Shri in the same year
she starred at the Asian

Championships.
Following her athletics

career, Usha remained away
from the public eye running
her sports academy, Usha
School of Athletics in
Balussery, Kerala. She is mar-
ried to Kabbadi player V
Sreenivasan.

For Ilaiyaraaja, who hails
from Tamil Nadu, the PM said
his creative genius has
enthralled people across gen-
erations. “His works beautifully
reflect many emotions. What is
equally inspiring is his life
journey: he rose from a hum-
ble background and achieved
so much. Glad that he has been
nominated to the Rajya Sabha,”
Modi wrote in another tweet.

The PM also shared pho-
tos from his archives with the
newly nominated members on
the microblogging site.

Filmmaker Vijayendra
from Andhra Pradesh is cred-
ited of having scripted the
movie Bahubali and is a house-
hold name in southern Indian
States.

���-��%�(��������.�%�)��������
"��	�%�/	����	���"����	�������

"�� ���#�����$����
�
�	�
�����
	� �
	!	�����

���������������� ������� !��"#$����%������%�����������& ��&'�(��"!��"#$����%������#

��'�
��'� ������ ����� )*+
,���
-.�����(�
�/'��
��
�%%�������

�.���&��$
0��"


����

������	 �����

������-	�1

1����
1����1 �����2�1

��1���� 3��1����
4�5�3	���

������������� !

��������	��
	�����������������

"�	"������#���	��$�%�&	'%�(#�)*))+�
�����)��!

�'�()�*�
1��
����1���-�-
��1�-

��
���-�
0�1�6
��0��	-

��

+',-.�/
)7
������
��
��1����
�-
1�--��

�����-
1����8�������
�1�4����

'$0�0'��1
�0
��
01������

�1
��
0������9

���������	�
�����
�

�������	

����������
������
��
�����
�	

SUDARSHAN CHHOTORAY
�����  BHUBANESWAR

Opposition Congress and
BJP targeted the State Gov-
ernment on farmers’ income
and paddy Minimum Support
Price (MSP) in the Assembly
on Wednesday. 

Congress Legislature Party
Leader Narasingha Mishra took
on Agriculture and Farmers’
Empowerment Minister
Ranendra Pratap Swain, ques-
tioning when farmers’ income
in the State was just Rs 5,112,
how had the income in-
creased? He wanted to know
why the State is yet to formu-
late the sharecroppers’ law and
if the farmers of Rayagada were

provided compensation.
In his reply, Minister Swain

said in paddy procurement.
Farmers’ number had in-
creased to 21.3 lakh in
Rayagada, which is a rise of
92% compared to the figures
of 2018-19 and 2020-21. 

Mishra expressed dissatisfac-
tion over Minister’s reply as
Swain failed to answer his
specific questions. 

Similarly on MSP, the BJP
members targeted Minister
Swain accusing the Govern-
ment of having failed to frame
the right MSP for paddy.

Deputy Leader of Opposi-
tion Bishnu Sethy (BJP) took
a swipe at the Government for
making “false and hollow”

claims. He asked what hap-
pened to Rs 100 bonus for
farmers declared by the
Chief Minister in Bargarh.
For almost every food items,
vegetables and flowers,
people of the State depend
on other States. “Does this
justify the claim of the BJD
Government that our State
is No. 1 in everything,” he
asked. Swain in his reply
pointed his finger at the
Modi Government asking as
to what happened to its 2014
election manifesto and why
despite the continuous de-
mand, the Central Govern-
ment was not implementing
the Swaminathan Commis-
sion recommendations.

Opp targets Agri Min on
MSP, farmers’ income

Girls outshine
boys
PNS     �����  CUTTACK

The Board of Secondary
Education (BSE), Odisha de-
clared the results of the annual
Matric Examination-2022 on
Wednesday. The pass percent-
age stood at 90.55 % with to-
tal 5, 17,847 students having
cleared the exam.

Announcing the results,
School and Mass Education

Minister Samir Ranjan Dash
said that 5,71,909 lakh stu-
dents from 8,925 schools had
filled the exam forms while
5,26,818 appeared for the
exam.   Like previous year, girls
outshone boys with a pass per-
centage of 92.37 as against
88.77% of boys. Total 1,170
schools scored cent per cent
results while three schools, two
in Malkangiri district and one
in Angul, recorded nil results,
the Minister informed.

While 8,119 students se-

cured A1 grade, 54,889 re-
ceived A2 grade, 1,20,312 B1
and 1,42,599 B2 . The results
were available on the official
websites www.bseodisha.ac.in
and www.orissaresults.nic.in.
Student could also check the
results through SMS by send-
ing 'OR10 followed by a space
and Roll Number to 5676750.

The exam had been held on
offline mode this year after a
gap of one year. Last year, the
exam was held online due to
the Covid-19 pandemic.

Further Covid surge

401 infected in State;
max 194 in Khordha

Ruchika death: NHRC seeks ATR
PNS     �����  BHUBANESWAR

The National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC)
has sought an Action-Taken
Report (ATR) from the Prin-
cipal Secretary, Higher Educa-
tion, Odisha, and the Commis-
sioner of Police, Bhubaneswar,
on the alleged ragging death
of girl student Ruchika
Mohanty in a BJB College
hostel. Acting on a petition
filed by civil rights lawyer

Radhakanta Tripathy, the
NHRC sought the ATR within
four weeks.

Ruchika stated in her suicide
note that she was ending her
life being mentally harassed by
three senior girl students. If
police fail to resolve the mys-
tery, who else can, questions
the petitioner, pointing out
that Ruchika's mother has
lodged a complaint at the
Badagada police station urg-
ing to find the culprits.

Assembly adjourned till July 13
PNS     �����  BHUBANESWAR

The first phase of the Mon-
soon Session of the State As-
sembly ended on Wednesday
following the general discus-
sions on the State Budget
2022-23.

Speaker Bikram Keshari
Arukha announced that the
next phase of Assembly would
commence from July 13.

The first phase during its
four working days adopted the

Budget for the year 2022-23
and gave approval of DRIEMS
Unitary University besides in-
duction of members to vari-
ous Departmental Standing
Committees. While opposition
members cornered the Gov-
ernment on the increasing
electricity tariff, farmers' is-
sues, unemployment, excise
policy, etc., BJB College stu-
dent Ruchika Mohanty's sui-
cide due to ragging also
cropped up in the House.
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O
n this day 126 years ago,
the Lumiere Brothers
Auguste and Louis

Lumière had travelled to India only
to showcase six films at the Watson
Hotel of Bombay now known as
Esplanade Mansion in Mumbai, a
dilapidated building declared
unsafe. They showed to overawed
Indians six fims 'Entry of
Cinematographe', 'The Sea Bath',
'Arrival of a Train', 'A Demolition',
'Ladies and Soldiers on Wheels' and
Leaving the Factory. It caused quite
a sensation across the city and
obviously marked a milestone in
Indian movie history. The
admission ticket cost one rupee per
seat. The six films put together
lasted just ten minutes. The select
elite class spectators were
mesmerised that pictures can be
made to move like in real life. The
movies were all silent and in black
and white shot at 20 frames per
second as the retina
canretainimages for 1/8 of a second
only. Any thing faster would create
the illusion of smooth movement.
Prior to this in India, the Lumière
brothers in December 1895 had

HITTING THE BULL'S EYE

Commemorating the arrival of movies in India

demonstrated their magic
invention in Paris before a paying
audience. The device invented by
them was named 'Cinématographe',
which was a camera, a projector and
a film printer, all in one.

The first movie still in existence
today was actually made in 1888
by aLeeds, England entrepreneur
Louis Le Prince, was titled 'Round
Hay Garden Scene', believed to be
the first organised motion picture
recorded methodically.
Unbelievably, the first multi-reel,
feature-length film ever produced

in the world was shown on the
Boxing Day in 1906 titled 'The
Story of the Kelly Gang' that had
opened at the Athenaeum Theatre
in Melbourne.

Only a very few know that the
first Indian to make movies was
not Dadasaheb Phalke but a
forgotten filmmaker from Bengal,
Hiralal Sen, son of a very humble
lawyer. He not only experimented
with the new medium, he also
made pioneering contributions to
it -- other than India's first short
film, he also made the nation's
first-ever advertisement film.

But whatever be said, K Asif is
the most daredevil movie maker
who left no stone unturned to
make incomparably majestic
magnum opus grade movies. He
had begun developing Mughal-e-
Azam in 1944 based on two
versions of Imtiaz Ali Taj's play
Anarkali. The first one starred
Nargis as Anarkali and
Chandramohan as Akbar. For a
brief period, production of the film
seemed to be well under way
without any glitches. But the 1947
Partition nearly upset everything.

His financier chose to move to
Pakistan. His principal actor
Chandramohan died. The movie
had to be shelved. But destiny was
to smile upon Asif. Madhubala
and Dilip Kumar were too eager
to jump in as business tycoon
Shapoorji Pallonji stepped in. The
already-raised sets of Mughal-e-
Azam came back to life to make
movie history. Mughal-e-Azam
smashed the box office. Sixteen
years of misery simply turned
enviable glory. When the salary
of top stars was a few thousand
rupees and when Md Rafi and Lata
were rapturous to get 300 rupees
per song, Asif was keen to make
Bade Gulamali Khan, the greatest
classical singer, to sing for the
magnum opus. Naushad was
forced to take Asif to the grand
maestro who threw Asif out of his
drawing room after telling him
no one dared to ask him to sing
for the lowly, cheap, defamed
movie world. Naushad approached
him one last time. Just to avoid
further irritation and frighten Asif
away, he told Asif through
Naushad that he would charge

50,000 rupees for the single song,
imagining Asif would vanish into
the blue or faint to recover after
hours in hospital. In 1944, a whole
standard movie cost a lakh of
rupees. Asif stormed into the
room and said, 'Yes' while pulling
out a bundle of 10,000-rupee bills.
Both Ghulam Sahib and Naushad
kept looking at each other in utter
confusion. Asif got his song
recorded. Asif was the greatest
magnum opus movie maker of the
eastern world. His next dream
project 'Love and God' saw the light
of day much later in a horrifically
poor version as he died all on a
sudden in 1971. Guru Dutt, his
hero, died earlier. He replaced
Sanjeev Kumar who too died after
Asif 's death, for which the film put
together by wife and friends had a
terrible quality and bombed at the
box office. Fortunately, Asif had
not lived to see the disaster.

There are several amusing facts
about movie making. The biggest
block buster 'Sholay' which showed
up 15 years after Mughal e Azam
earned much more in figure and
number terms. But Asif 's  sixteen

years of traumatic dedication to
making Mughal e Azam in times
of primitive facilities stand way
above Sholay on content, delivery,
scale of production, histrionics and
grandeur, all attained against
unthinkable odds. Sholay used
sunlight as it was shot mostly
outdoors. Asif 's masterpiece was
an indoors movie with artificial
lights and heavy cameras. It had
royal touch to everything which
cost huge money. Sholay was a
kind of you and me with a flimsy
storyline like in a variety
entertainment stage show. Amzad
Khan's historic 'Kitne Aadmi the?'
dialogue delivery took 40 retakes
to finalise the shot.

All those celluloid movie classics
are now part of ancient history.
Gone are those guys and girls who
made movie going kind of
celebration. Now, the theatre is fast
losing attraction and value.
Celluloid has been replaced by
digital gadgetry that poses no
expensive celluloid stock running
out problems. Cameras are lighter.
Continuity issues have simply
vanished as 'what you shoot is what

you get to see' in seconds. Drones
have replaced helicopters and
cranes. Over the counter movie
watching in the comforts of one's
home has made theatre appear
frighteningly expensive and so
prohibitive too. Services like
Netflix, Hulu or Disney+HotStar
are video OTT services, which
provide users a number of
programming options, both in
terms of a licensed library of TV
shows and films as well as original
programming. Another major
OTT market is audio, with services
such as Spotify which is now
almost synonymous with music
streaming. Users can access a
massive library of recording artists
and podcasts via an internet
connection. Moviemaking has
undergone sea change. Movie
watching is fast becoming the
most popular home thing.

All the same,  stars have
remained as big and as iconic as
before, nay they have turned
bigger. After 126 years, life has
changed so much; so have
moviemaking, marketing and
watching!

BISWARAJ PATNAIK

In AssemblyIn AssemblyIn AssemblyIn AssemblyIn Assembly

Opp expresses concern over illegal drug, liquor trade

In AssemblyIn AssemblyIn AssemblyIn AssemblyIn Assembly

Rural roads in disarray in State: MLAs

In Rourkela

Actress Rashmirekha's BF ends life

Drunk driving

663 DLs suspended; 722 drivers held in 3 months

In city

Basic Science student alleges ragging

MCA girl death: Boyfriend arrested

‘BJD leaders involved in smuggling’
Total prohibition not possible: BJD

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
�����   BHUBANESWAR

Opposition BJP and Con-
gress on Wednesday expressed
concern in the State Assem-
bly over the rising illegal drug
trade in the State.

The Opposition members
condemned the State
Government’s approach to-

wards curbing the illicit liquor
trade and demanded exem-
plary action against liquor
mafias.

The BJP moved an adjourn-
ment motion over the grow-
ing drug trade in the State.

Participating in the debate,
Opposition Chief Whip
Mohan Charan Majhi (BJP)
said Odisha ranks third in the

country in terms of drug con-
sumption. In the State, 31 per
cent of people aged between
10 and 75 years are addicted
to liquor or any other contra-
band. Ganja and brown sugar
smuggling is growing un-
abated while the price of
brown sugar has almost
doubled.

Alleging an unhealthy
nexus between the concerned
officials and excise offenders,
Majhi said the Government
is promoting drug trade for

revenue collection which is
pushing the future of youths
into darkness.

In the financial year 2021-
22, excise revenue of Rs 7,600
crore was collected while the
Government is aiming to
collect Rs 8,500 crore in
2022-23, Majhi added.

CLP Leader Narasingha
Mishra made a scathing at-
tack on the Government and
excise administration on the
spread of spurious liquor.

Congress MLA Tara Prasad

Bahinipati alleged that BJD
leaders are involved in the
ganja smuggling and drug
traffickers are participating
in BJD meetings.

BJD MLAr Sashibhusan
Behera said it is not possible
for total prohibition. Unless
the Centre so desires, the il-
legal transportation of
liquor would continue from
State to State; no one can
check it.

“Why BJP Government
and earlier Congress Gov-

ernment could not do it
when they were in power in
more than 20 States,” he ques-
tioned.

Replying to the debate,
Excise Minister Aswini
Kumar Patra said that as
many as 3,359 persons were
arrested for illegal liquor
trade in 2021-22 while 1.97
lakh kg of ganja and 61,636
grams of brown sugar were
seized during the period. In
11 cases, properties worth Rs
21.09 crore were confiscated.

State has 1,03,731
km of rural roads,
says Min
PNS     �����   BHUBANESWAR

Members cutting across
party lines expressed concern
over sorry state of affairs of
rural roads in the State Assem-
bly on Tuesday.

Joining a discussion during
the Question Hour, both rul-
ing and opposition MLAs
pointed out that because of
non-conversion of rural roads

into PWD roads due to lack
of final sanctions, these roads
are not being developed.

Many members demanded
that rural  road development
be immediately taken over by
the Works Department and
long-term repairs of rural roads
be ensured.

In his reply, Rural Devel-
opment Minister Pritiranjan
Gharai said the State has
1,03,731 km of rural roads.
In 2021-22, an estimated Rs
1,257 lakh has been spent on
their repair and for every km,

at least Rs 11.62 lakh  has been
spent.

The Minister admitted that
Many rural roads have lost
carrying capacity because of
heavy loads caused by trans-
portation of heavy materials.

Sundargarh BJP MLA
Kusum Tete alleged that be-
cause of heavy vehicles carry-
ing sand rural roads are being
damaged. She wanted to
know why DMF money is not
being used to develop rural
roads.

Dasapalla BJD MLA

Ramesh Chandra Behera
stated that as his constituency
comes between the KBK and
coastal area and 15 gram
panchayats belong to tribal
region, it needs special atten-
tion. He demanded that many
rural roads of his constituency
be taken over as RD roads.

Attabira BJD MLA
Snehangini Churia drew at-
tention to the blacklisted con-
tractors. Jatni Congress MLA
wanted to know why Pradhan
Mantri Sadak Yojana Roads
are not being repaired.

‘Art 253, PESA Act violations rampant in Odisha’

PNS     �����   CUTTACK

In a State-wide drive against
drunk driving conducted by
the Transport Department
from April to June, total 2,176
people were detected driving
under the influence of liquor.

 With Covid-related restric-
tions lifted, the Transport De-
partment along with police
resumed the drive to check
drunken driving in April.

 In accordance with the di-
rectives of the Supreme Court
Committee on Road Safety,
total 663 Driving Licences
(DLs) were suspended and 722

drunk drivers arrested in the
last three months.

 "After going easy on
drunken driving during Covid
time in view of the health haz-
ards associated with breath
analyser tests, the enforce-
ment squads have been asked
to conduct such drives at regu-
lar intervals," said Additional
Commissioner Transport, En-
forcement and Road Safety
Lalmohan Sethi. As many as
246 accidents took place in
Odisha in 2021 due to drunk
driving. Total 79 people lost
their lives in these incidents
and 151 people were injured.

Victim files police
complaint
PNS     �����   BHUBANESWAR

Even as the row over the
suicide of BJB College girl stu-
dent Ruchika Mohanty due to
alleged ragging is yet to die
down, another case of ragging
surfaced in an educational in-
stitution in the capital city on
Wednesday.

Somath Sethy, a Plus 3 sec-
ond year student of the Col-
lege of Basic Science and Hu-
manities lodged a complaint
with the Khandagiri police al-
leging that three of his seniors
subjected him to ragging after
he refused to pay them money
for consuming liquor.

He alleged that the seniors
also assaulted him and forced
him to do sit-ups on Monday

evening. It is learnt that the
accused students and victim
belonged to separate depart-
ments. Acting on the com-
plaint, police have started an
investigation into the matter.

As per the norms, if any rag-
ging case surfaces, the college
authorities should take the
matter to the anti-ragging cell
before informing the police.
However, in this case, the col-
lege authorities seem to be
unaware of the incident for
which the victim filed a police
complaint. Meanwhile, the
college authorities refuted the
allegations of ragging levelled
by the student.

"The anti-ragging cell did
not receive any such com-
plaint. We called the complain-
ant and inquired about it. The
alleged incident did not hap-
pen on the campus," said the
director of the college.

PNS     �����   BHUBANESWAR

A day after an MCA girl
student of a private engineer-
ing college here was found
hanging in her rented house
at Acharya Vihar, the
Commissionerate police on
Wednesday arrested the
deceased's boyfriend Satya
Prakash Das on the basis of the
suicide note left by deceased
Ashrita Senapati.

As per police sources, be-
longed to the same village
under Bhadrak's Tihidi block
and were in love with each
other from 2014.

However, their relationship
turned bitter in 2019, when
Das suspected Ashrita of hav-
ing an affair with another boy.

Sources said Das had been
mentally harassing Ashrita
since then accusing her of be-

traying him. On the fateful
night of July 4, Das went to
Ashrita's room and allegedly
tortured her both mentally and
physically over the same issue,
after which she hanged herself
later in the night.

The police had started an
investigation after recovering
the body of the deceased. A
suicide note was recovered
from the spot.

Ashrita had started staying
in her rented accommodation
five months back.

PNS     �����   ROURKELA

Nearly 15 days after Odia
TV actress Rashmirekha Ojha
was found hanging in her
rented house in Nayapalli in
Bhubaneswar, her boyfriend
Santosh Patra was found dead
in his family's house at Basanti
Colony in Rourkela on
Wednesday.

Patra, who was earlier ques-
tioned by the
Commissionerate police in
connection with the actress'
death, was suspected to have
committed suicide late on
Tuesday night. He was rushed
to a nearby hospital. However,
doctor declared him brought
dead. The Uditnagar police
launched an investigation into
the incident.

"We had no clue about
Santosh's intention of com-

mitting suicide," said
Ramakant, the deceased's
uncle, who was at the
Uditnagar police station.

As per latest reports, no sui-
cidal note has been found yet
from Santosh's bedroom where
he was found hanging.

Meanwhile, Santosh's
mother informed that her son
was mentally disturbed and
finally he took the drastic step.

"Santosh was mentally dis-
turbed after Rashmirekha's
death and was trying to com-
mit suicide. Somehow, we were
able to keep him alive by con-
soling him. However, he con-
tinued to brood over
Rashmirekha's death after re-
turning from the police sta-
tion and finally took the ex-
treme step," said Santosh's
mother.

On June 19, television ac-
tress Rashmirekha was found
hanging in her rented house
in Nayapalli of Bhubaneswar.

Speculations are rife that
Santosh was under immense
mental pressure after being
grilled by the police which led
to his suicide. Following the
death of the actress, her father
had lodged a complaint alleg-
ing that Santosh had killed
Rashmirekha.

Cops' English-speaking
skill to be improved

Medha urges CM
for talks for
alternative to dev
BIJAY MISHRA
�����   BHUBANESWAR

Veteran social activist
Medha Patkar, leader of
Narmada Bachao
Andolan(NBA) and National
Alliance of People’s
Movements (NAPM), has
expressed grave concern over
violation of Article 253 which
gives primacy to a village
community in planning
development, as also PESA
Act, 1996, that is applicable to
Adivasi communities and
other relevant environmental
laws in Odisha. 

After extensively touring
many places of Kalahandi,
Jagatsinghpur and Baleswar
districts, Patker in a letter to
CM Naveen Patnaik, urged
for full and fair compliance of
laws and protection of

constitutional rights of
communities.

She wrote that the
indigenous and natural
resource based communities of
farmers and fish workers are
compelled to fight for their
survival event to date. Their
generations-old dependence
on the natural ecosystems is
facing an assault when plans
are made in the name of
development to take over or
transfer those into the hands
of monetary investors. “It is
in this process Article 253 and 
PESA Act, 1996-97, are
violated,” she wrote.

In Odisha, extractive
industries that are adding to
the profits of the big
corporates at huge cost to the
nature and generations old
inhabitants are allowed to
operate in Kalahandi,
Jagatsinghpur and Baleswar,
she said in her letter.

She appealed to
the Government to have an
alternative approach and

paradigm of development and
also plan a sustainable way to
provide for all basic needs and
amenities with priority to
employment generation in
every community, and in
vicinity that will stop
migration of Adivasis and
Dalits from Odisha.

Patker questioned, “ May we
expect changing the path
being followed today and
revealing a real ‘ new normal’
within the socialist framework,
inspired by Biju Patnaik,
Kishen Patnaik, Rabi Roy and
many others who devoted
their life to truly equitable and
just progress of Odisha ?”

Such an alternative
paradigm can certainly be
discussed and deliberated
upon, in a gathering of a
selected concerned citizens,
experts, activists and planners
as a multi-stakeholder policy-
making group.  She urged the
CM to exhibit openness and
readiness to take such a first
step forward at the earliest.

MGM to support
drive
PNS     �����   BHUBANESWAR

MGM Group chairman
Pankaj Lochan Mohanty has
agreed to help Twin City po-
lice personnel improve their
English-speaking skill.

The Commissionerate po-
lice has joined hands with the
British Council on a project
'Communicating with Confi-
dence: Training for Police per-
sonnel' to enhance profession-
alism and public communica-
tion of police personnel with

regard to speaking in English.
For this, an MoU has been
signed between the Commis-
sioner of Police and the Brit-
ish Council of India.

MGM Group head Mohanty
announced his support to spon-
sor the educational programme.
The KISS Bhubaneswar has also
agreed to collaborate in the
programme. It would equip po-
lice personnel to deal effectively
with visitors/foreigners/inter-
national athletes/tourists. The
training module is 34.5 hours
in duration and would be im-
parted both in online and
offline modes.
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A saga that spawned
many green move-
ments in India

T
he deserts of Rajasthan for
ests are rare, and wherever
such patches exist, the domi-

nating species is Khejri tree or Sami
Briskhya. It is distributed in the dry
regions of Rajasthan, Delhi, Gujarat,
Punjab, Madhya Pradesh and a few
more States, and finds place in the
list of 40 trees that are common in
India along with their uses and ben-
efits. It is also found in our
neighbouring countries of Afghani-
stan, Iran and Pakistan.

The tree is frost and drought
resistant and tolerates extreme
temperature ranging from 40-45
degree C in summer to less than 10
degree C in winter. It is capable of
growing in areas of rainfall rang-
ing from 100-600 mm. The tree
can withstand the hottest winds, the
driest season and stay alive where
other plants cannot survive. It plays
a vital role in preserving the eco-

On occasion of Van Mahotsav Week

Compassion for wildlife in Bishnoi culture

system of arid and semi-arid areas,
mainly in the Thar desert. It also
acts as an effective soil binder and
is a great stabilising agent in sandy
soils. Khejri, being a leguminous
tree, fixes free-nitrogen and builds
up fertility of the soil.

Khejri is declared as the 'State
tree' of Rajasthan. It is called the
'Kalpavriksha of the desert' or the
'king of the desert' and also the
'wonder tree', because of its eco-
nomic importance. Every part of

the tree, from root to pod, is found
to be useful. It is a top-feed species
providing nutritious, highly palat-
able green as well as dry fodder
which is readily browsed by black
bucks, chinkaras, nilgais, hares,
camels, cattle, sheep and goats.

About 18 km from Jodhpur is
the small Khejarli village. It was the
morning of September 11, 1730.
Suddenly, the peace and tranquil-
lity were shattered by hoof beats of
horses. Strange men with large axes
descended on the village. They were
the men of Abhay Singh, ruler of
Marwar (Jodhpur), with the mission
to cut down and carry off Khejri
trees to Mehrangarh Fort in Jodh-
pur. The wood was to be used to
fuel the cement lime kilns needed
for construction of his palace.

When Abhay Singh's men
started venturing to cut down the
Kherji trees, Amrita Devi Bishnoi,
a middle aged tribal woman,
stepped forward and tried to dis-
suade them. When the soldiers did
not heed, she hugged the tree and
claimed that 'cutting off her head

was cheaper than felling a tree'. She
was decapitated mercilessly. When
her three daughters found their
mother not coming back to home,
they went out to see the mother's
plight. They voluntarily took her
place hugging the trees one by one,
which was followed by 363 other
Bishnoi men, women and children
who met the same plight. The very
soil of Khejarli turned red with their
blood.

When the king came to know
of this, he was ashamed of his guilt
and repentant. He apologized to the
Bishnoi community, ordered to
stop felling the trees and hunting
of wild animals and punished those
who transgressed his orders.
Honouring the courage of the
Bishnois, he issued a decree en-
graved on a copper plate prohibit-
ing forever the cutting of trees and
hunting of animals in the vicinity
of Bishnoi villages. It is probably
the first and most fierce environ-
ment protection movement in the
history of the country.

Another sad incident occurred

in 1998. It was a dreadful dark night
of 1st October 1998; two innocent
blackbuck deer were shot dead by
actor Salman Khan. The other ac-
tors who accompanied Salman then
were Saif Ali Khan, Tabu, Sonali
Bindre and Neelam Kothari. This
dastardly incident occurred when
they were on shooting of the film
'Ham Sath Sath Hein'. Their plea-
sure of hunting cost the life of two
precious wild antelopes.
Poonamchand Bishnoi, and two of
his friends from local Bishnoi com-
munity were the witness to the in-
cidence. Salman was booked, found
guilty, fined, imprisoned; however,
he was later acquitted.  But Salman
is not free from the grudge of
Bishnois and his life is in danger
now, even if he is acquitted. Yet in
another similar incident, once an
Indian Air Force captain was caught
hunting. He was stripped off and
forced to lie down on the hot sand
in the middle of summer. Bishnois
would not spare anybody causing
harm to Khejri tree, black buck or
any other wildlife.

More recently, the Bishnoi have
led a movement against a nuclear
power plant in Haryana. The site is
a critical natural habitat for
blackbucks and the Bishnoi have
been demanding an adequate con-
servation plan for wildlife. They
intend to carry on as environmen-
tal vigilantes, a role they have
played for more than five centu-
ries. The community is construct-
ing a memorial for the blackbucks
in Kankani village, about 20 km
from Jodhpur town, the place where
the poached by Bollywood actor
Salman took place 24 years ago. The
Khejri trees are planted around the
site, and statues of blackbucks made
out of panchadhatu (five metal ele-
ments) will be installed there. The
Government of India has instituted
the "Amrita Devi Bishnoi Smrithi
Paryavaran Award" or "Amrita Devi
Bishnoi Wildlife Protection Award"
for contributing to environment
conservation, in recognition of the
heroic conservation movement of
Bishnois. In 2013, Government of
India in the Department of Envi-

SUNDARA NARAYANA PATRO

ronment and Forests declared Sep-
tember 11 as the 'National Forest
Martyrs Day', in remembrance of
the day of the Khejarli massacre.

The Bishnoi movement is said to
be the precursor to the famous
"Chipko Movement" that took
place in 1973 in the Tehri-Garhwal
Himalaya of Uttarakhand (then
part of Uttar Pradesh).  This, in turn,
spawned the Jungle Bachao
Andolan (1982) in Bihar and
Jharkhand, the Appiko Chaluvali
(1983) in the Western Ghats of
Karnataka, and other similar pro-
tests. The 'tree-hugging' tactic of
the Chipko Andolan and its mes-
sages gained popularity in many
countries beyond India's borders,
leading to protests in Switzerland,
Japan, Malaysia, the Philippines,
Indonesia and Thailand. Compas-
sion for wildlife is an ancient cul-
ture of Bishnoi tribes. Our citizens
must imbibe this culture, while ob-
serving the Van Mahatshav during
first week of July.
(Dr Patro is president, Orissa Environ-
mental Society, Mob: 9437190420)

Wife's faux pas in B'swar

Newly-married man gulps poison in PS

Khariar students present their science projects

OGST collection up by 45.27% in June

In Kandhamal

5-yr-old raped by minor boy, detained
UBACHAK MOHANTY
�����   BALESWAR

A newly-married man con-
sumed poison in a police sta-
tion after his wife denying their
marriage relationship alleged
that she was sexually assaulted
by the former.

The man was undergoing
treatment in the District
Headquarters Hospital,
Baleswar, after his initial ad-
mission in the GK Bhattar
Hospital.

According to reports, the
girl of Rajpur village eloped
with the man of Dhanasimulia
village, both under Jaleswar
police station limits, following

a love relationship between
them and tied nuptial knot in
a temple in West Bengal, about
25 days back.

Following the incident, the
girl's parents had lodged a kid-
nap complaint with the
Jaleswar police against the boy.
However, when the couple re-
turned to the boy's house, the
parents of the girl tried to con-
vince her to desert him, yet
she refused to budge stating
that she married him at her
will.

Subsequently, they man-
aged to take the girl along with
them to their house in some
pretexts. On the complaint of
her parents, the police while

PNS     �����   PHULBANI

A five-year-old girl of
Dugudipari village under G the
Udayagiri police station of
Kandhamal district was alleg-
edly raped by a minor boy of
her neighbourhood.

A case in this regard has
been registered with the G

Udayagiri police of the dis-
trict.

As per the complaint, the
girl was playing alone in front
of her house in the afternoon
of July 3, when the accused
lured her to his house and
raped her. Later, the girl nar-
rated the incident to her par-
ents. After the girl's parents in-

formed the neighbours, a vil-
lage meeting was held. But the
family of the accused allegedly
threatened the victim's family
of dire consequences.

On Wednesday, the girl's
father lodged a written com-
plaint with police.. Acting on
the complaint, G Udayagiri
Police Station IIC Rebati Sabar

registered a case under Sec-
tions 376 AB, 506 and 34  of
IPC and Section 6 of POCSO
Act and began a probe. The
accused minor was detained
for interrogation.

Meanwhile, both the girl
and the accused were sent to a
hospital here for medical ex-
amination.

called both the boy and girl to
the police station, the latter

levelled several allegations
against the boy.

Upset over hearing her
statement, the boy allegedly

consumed poison in the toilet
of the police station.

Derogatory remarks

Nilachakra sues Prasar
Bharati officials

In Rayagada

Woman dies, 30 hurt
as bus overturns

In Nuapada

Driver hijacks cash
van, loots Rs 57L

Ganjam admn to
have health database

Gross GST col-
lection in State
grows by 32.18%
TATHYA     �����   BHUBANESWAR

The State has recorded a
growth of 45.27% in OGST
(Odisha GST) collection dur-
ing the month of June in com-
parison to the corresponding
month last year.

The State has collected
OGST of Rs 1,247.63 crore
during June 2022 against Rs
858.83 crore during June 2021.

Odisha has also maintained
a growth in gross GST with a
collection of Rs 3,965.28 crore

during June 2022 as against
Rs 2,999.91 crore collected
during June 2021, registering
a growth of 32.18%.

There is also a collection of
Rs 1,063.33 crore in CGST
with growth of 43.08%, Rs
847.93 crore in IGST with
growth of 0.63% and Rs
806.39 crore in Cess with
growth of 45.22% during
last month.

The total collection of
VAT (petrol and liquor) is Rs
1,094.33 crore during June
2022 as against Rs 711.15
crore during June 2021,
thereby registering a growth
rate of 53.88%.

Out of the above, collec-
tion from petroleum prod-
ucts is Rs 860.57 crore dur-
ing June 2022 against Rs
585.58 crore collected dur-
ing June 2021 with a growth
of 46.96%.

Similarly, the collection
from liquor is Rs 233.76 crore
during June 2022 while Rs
125.56 crore was collected
from this source during June
last year with growth rate of
86.16%.

There is a growth of 26.14
% in Professional Tax with a
collection of Rs 23.66 crore
during June 2022 against
collection of Rs 18.76 crore

during June 2021.
During the current Finan-

cial Year, 10,485 new taxpay-
ers have been bought under
the GST fold. The total e-
waybill generated during
June 2022 was 15.33 lakh
against 13.38 lakh during
June last year witnessing a
growth of 14.57%.

Commissioner of CT and
GST, Sushil Kumar Lohani has
instructed the field officers
to ensure at least 90% return
filing, return scrutiny of all
suspected/ big taxpayers as
well as prompt demand and
recovery in case of detection
of irregularities.

In Atal Tinkering
Laboratory
AJIT PANDA     �����   NUAPADA

Students of Khariar Public
School at Khariar in Nuapada
district explained their science
projects to the guests present
in the Atal Tinkering Labora-
tory (ATL). Shashwati,
Tanmesh, Saswat and Alex had
made automated door;
Chandrasekhar, Arnab, Abhijit
and Kajal explained about
their smart blind stick.

Another instrument, sound
sensor, had been prepared by
Sanskrity, Md Ayan, Abhisek
and Ananya. And the fourth
item, rain alarm, was made by

Benison, Stuti, Krishna and
Amlan.

It was the inauguration of
the ATL in the school funded
by the Niti Aayog. Guests were
Kalahandi MP Basant Panda,
Khariar NAC Chairman
Ujjwal Gupta and Khariar
Road NAC Chairperson Suniti
Jain.

"This ATL created opportu-
nity for us to express our ideas.
We are thankful to the Niti
Aayog and the Government
of India for this support," the
students said. "Your news
(about the event) should be
such that it could be worth pre-
serving as a memoir in our
school," they pleaded with this
reporter.

The inauguration was fol-
lowed by a meeting. "The
school had applied to the Niti
Aayog for the facility in 2019,
which was sanctioned in De-
cember 2021. The delay was
caused due to the pandemic,"
informed school Principal L
Srinivas in his annual report.
"The instruments and other
facilities of the lab were in-
stalled two months back," he
added.  Basant Panda said the
ATL would offer opportunity
to students to do experiments
in science. "I believe that sci-
entists of the nation would also
be produced in this school," he
said and declared to provide
Rs 5 lakh to the school from
his MP Local Area Develop-

ment (LAD) Fund.
The Khariar Public School,

shortly known as KPS, is the
first English medium school in
Nuapada district established as
a public endeavour in the year
1989. It started its Plus Two
Science class from 2020. "The
school has produced thousands
of successful students in last
three decades.

We are always conscious of
providing quality education to
children," said school GB Presi-
dent Dr Fanindra Deo. "Vision
is an art that is not seen and
ATL is such a vision, our school
is fortunate to get one," added
Deo.  The event ended up with
a cultural programme presented
by students of the school.

Survey soon
SABAR TARAI     �����   CHHATRAPUR

The Ganjam district
administration is planning to
collect health database of all
family members in the district.
This will help in need based
recruitment of doctors, proper
medicine distribution and
timely diagnosis of diseases
among people etc, said
Collector Dibya Jyoti Parida.

A meeting was convened
under the presidentship of the
Collector in this regard at
Chhatrapur on Tuesday. The
Health department has been
instructed to collect data
within a month regarding
types of patients in different
areas of Ganjam district.

The district administration
is planning for the
modernisation of required

instruments in PHCs
and CHCs. A door- to- door
health survey in the district
will also help stop spreading
of diseases like Covid, TB,
malaria and leprosy etc.

The district Collector urged
people to co-operate ASHAs

in their areas in the survey. A

special vaccination drive will

be arranged for senior citizens

in Panchayat level. The

Collector has ordered the

Tehsildars and BDOs to visit

hospitals of their areas.

Among others, the meeting

was attended by CDMO Uma

Shankar Mishra, District

Community Health Officer

Jagadish Rao Pattanaik, Dr V

Sarojini Devi, District I and

PR officer Rabinarayan Behera,

National Health Mission

district coordinator Syama

Sundar Tripathy and health

advisor Rajat Kumar Karji.

PNS     �����   NUAPADA

No other than an ATM
cash van driver himself alleg-
edly fled with Rs 57 lakh after
hijacking the vehicle in
Nuapada district on Wednes-
day.

The money was loaded in
the van at the State Bank of
India (SBI) main branch at
Khariar and it was supposed to
replenish several SBI ATMs in
the area.

However, soon after the
money was loaded, the driver
hijacked the vehicle and sped
away from the spot without
taking the security guard and
two bank employees.

The police were immedi-
ately informed and after
searching they found the van
abandoned in Bharuakani for-
est. But the driver had fled with
the money. The cops have
launched a hunt to trace and
nab the accused.

NIMAI CHARAN SAHU
�����   SAMBALPUR

The Sambalpur unit of
Nilachakra, a leading
organisation for preservation
Odia language and culture, has
finally served pleader notices
to five senior officials of Prasar
Bharati, stationed at New
Delhi and Bhubaneswar, in-
cluding its Secretary and Di-
rector General, for their de-
rogatory remarks and words
while replying to an RTI query.

As per information, Prasar
Bharati has taken the decision
to wind up the DDK
Sambalpur, the first centre of
the State. It has also transferred
all its staff to other places. And
to protest it, the office bearers
of Nilachakra led by Kalaratna
Bansidhar Kar had sat in a
dharna in front of the DDK
Sambalpur for seven days in
February.

However, head of the
programme from DDK
Bhubaneswar Dipti Mishra had
come down to Sambalpur
dharna spot and requested the
agitators to withdraw the stir
with assurances that the de-
mands of the people would be

fulfilled. And at that time, she
also had given a written assur-
ance to the people here for re-
vival of the centre.

But when the assurances
were not materialised within
the stipulated time limit as
promised and given in writ-
ing, Kar sought for some in-
formation under RTI for the
revival of the center from
Bhubaneswar office. "But the
reply came from New Delhi's
Prasar Bharati office with de-
rogatory words to me and a
few old staff of the DDK
Sambalpur," said Kar with a
heavy heart.

When legal experts and the
intelligentsia mass saw such a
reply, they attributed it to be
totally unconstitutional and
irresponsible; and suggested
for legal action.

"At first, we have served le-
gal notices to five senior staff
through senior advocate
Siddharth Shankar Sarangi
and if satisfactory reply will
not come from their end, we
will fight a legal battle," said
Kar, further adding that in a
democratic country each one
must know his/her limita-
tions.

PNS     �����   RAYAGADA

A woman died on the spot
and 30 other persons sustained
critical injuries late on Tues-
day night when a private bus
overturned on NH-326 near
Hatikhamba village under the
Chandili police station in
Rayagada district.

The deceased was identified
as Sunita Satpathy, who hailed
from Paralakhemundi. She was
a school teacher. According to
an eyewitness, the bus named
‘Saikrupa’ was on its way from
Paralakhemundi to Umerkote

when the vehicle met with
the accident as the driver of
the bus lost control over it.

On being informed by some
locals, a team of the Chandili
police and Fire Services per-
sonnel reached the accident
site. The injured passengers
were rescued and rushed to
Rayagada district headquarters
hospital for treatment.

The condition of at least
five persons was critical, a po-
lice official said. Police have
sent the woman’s body for
postmortem and began an in-
vestigation.
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has pro-

visionally attached Rs 86.65
crore lying in various bank
accounts and payment gate-
way accounts of Chinese fin-
tech companies relating to
NBFCs like Kudos Finance
and Investments Private Ltd.,
Acemoney (India) Ltd., Rhino
Finance Pvt. Ltd. and Pioneer
Financial and Management
Services Pvt. Ltd. under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA).

The ED has been con-
ducting money laundering
investigations against a num-
ber of non-banking financial
companies (NBFCs) which
are in the business of Instant
Personal Micro Loans.

“It is revealed that, various
fintech companies backed by
Chinese funds have made
agreements with these NBFC
companies for providing
instant personal loans of term

ranging from 7 days to 30
days. Fintech Companies
brought the funds to be lent to
the public, did MoU with the
defunct NBFCs for their lend-
ing license,” the ED said in a
statement

Since, the fintech compa-
nies were unlikely to get a
fresh NBFC license from the
RBI, they devised the MoU
route with defunct NBFCs as
a via media to do large scale
lending activities.

It was projected that the
NBFCs had hired Fintech
Companies for Customer
Discovery, but in reality the
Fintech Companies were pig-
gybacking on the license of
the NBFCs and doing large
scale lending business, it said.

Entire decisions regarding
fixation of interest rate/ pro-
cessing fee/ platform fee were
taken by fintech companies
and these companies were
operating on the basis of
instructions from Chinese
and Hong Kong-based per-
sons.  “NBFC companies

namely Kudos, Acemoney,
Rhino and Pioneer entered
into MoUs with foreign
backed fintech companies to
carry out online lending busi-
ness in India. 

An amount of Rs
940,46,39,498 has been con-
sidered to be proceeds of
crime as the same was gained
by way of predatory lending
activities in violation of RBI
guidelines,” the agency said.

The ED has identified
bank balances of Rs 86.65
crore in 155 bank accounts
and the same have been
attached under the provisions
of PMLA to preserve the pro-
ceeds of crime. Further fund
trail investigation is going on,
it said.

Earlier in this case, a pro-
visional attachment order was
issued against NBFC Kudos
Finance and Investments
Private Limited and its fintech
partners for a value of Rs
72.32 crore. The total attach-
ment in this case till date is
INR 158.97 crore.
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Following recommendations
from the National Technical

Advisory Group on
Immunisation (NTAGI), the
Union Health Ministry on
Wednesday said that it has
decided to reduce the duration
of the second dose of Covid-19
vaccine and precaution dose
gap to 6 months from the ear-
lier 9 months for all adults.

In a letter to the state and
UT authorities, Union Health
Secretary said, "It has now
been decided that the precau-
tion dose for all beneficiaries
from 18-59 years will be
administered after completion
of 6 months or 26 weeks from
the date of administration of
second dose at Private Covid
Vaccination Centers (CVCs)." 

He also added that for
beneficiaries aged 60 years and
above as well as the Health
Care Workers (HCWs) and

Front Line Workers (FLWs),
precaution dose would be
administered free of charge.
"Corresponding changes have
been made in the CoWIN sys-
tem to facilitate the new dis-
pensation," he stated.

Currently, all those above
the age of 18 who have com-
pleted nine months after the
administration of the second
dose are eligible for the pre-
caution dose. The Union
Government had  earlier

allowed citizens and students
travelling overseas to get the
shot before the stipulated nine-
month waiting period as
required by the guidelines of
the destination country.
Meanwhile, the total number of
Covid-19 vaccine doses admin-
istered in the country crossed
180.58 crore on Tuesday,
according to the Union health
ministry. 

More than 16 lakh
(16,54,073) vaccine doses were

administered yesterday, the
ministry had said. India's vac-
cination drive was rolled out on
January 16 last year with the
healthcare workers (HCWs)
getting inoculated in the first
phase. The vaccination of the
frontline workers (FLWs) start-
ed from February 2 last year

The next phase of Covid-
19 vaccination commenced
from March 1 last year for peo-
ple over 60 years of age and
those aged 45 and above with
specific co-morbid conditions.
The country launched vacci-
nation for all people aged more
than 45 years from April 1 last
year

India began administer-
ing precaution doses of the vac-
cines to the HCWs, the FLWs,
including the personnel
deployed on election duty, and
those aged 60 and above with
comorbidities from January 10
this year amid a spike in the
number of coronavirus cases,
fuelled by its Omicron variant.
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Stating that  “well-informed,
better-informed society

should be the goal for all of us”,
Prime Minister  Narendra
Modi  on Wednesday inaugu-
rated the Golden Jubilee cele-
brations of the Agradoot group
of newspapers via video con-
ferencing.

Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma, who is
the chief patron of Agradoot’s
Golden jubilee celebration
committee, was also present on
the occasion.

Addressing the gathering,
the Prime Minister congratu-
lated the “strong voice of the
Northeast in the Assamese lan-
guage”  Dainik Agradoot for
the occasion and compliment-
ed them for keeping the values
of unity and harmony alive
through the medium of jour-
nalism.

The Prime Minister
remarked that under the guid-
ance of Kanak Sen Deka, the
Agradoot always kept the
national interest paramount.
Even during the Emergency,
when the biggest attack on
democracy took place, even
then Agradoot daily and Deka
ji did not compromise on jour-
nalistic values. He created a
new generation of value-based
journalism, he said.

The PM empathized that
for the past few days, Assam is
also facing great challenges
and difficulties in the form of
floods. Normal life has been
greatly affected in many dis-
tricts of Assam. 

The Chief Minister and his
team are working very hard day
and night for relief and rescue,
he said.  Prime Minister
assured the people of Assam,
the readers of Agradoot, that
the central and state govern-
ments are working together to
reduce their difficulties.

He underlined the “sterling
contribution” of Indian lan-
guage journalism to Indian
tradition, culture, freedom
struggle and the development
journey. Assam has played a

key role in the development of
language journalism in India as
the state has been a very vibrant
place from the point of view of
journalism. Journalism started
150 years ago in the Assamese
language and kept on getting
stronger with time, he added.

Modi recalled that the jour-
ney of the Dainik Agardoot in
the last 50 years narrates the
story of the change that has
taken place in Assam. People’s
movements have played an
important role in realizing this
change. 

People’s movements pro-
tected the cultural heritage
and Assamese pride of Assam.
And now Assam is writing a
new development story with
the help of public participation.

He said when there is dia-
logue, there is a solution. “It is
through dialogue that possi-
bilities expand. 

Therefore, along with the
flow of knowledge in Indian
democracy, the flow of infor-
mation is also flowing contin-
uously. Agradoot is part of
that tradition”, he said.

On the eve of 75 years of
independence, the Prime
Minister questioned limiting
the intellectual space among a
few people who know a par-
ticular language. 

He further said this ques-
tion is not only of emotion but
also of scientific logic. This may
be seen as a reason for lagging
behind in research on the three
industrial revolutions. 

The Prime Minister said
the expansion of Indian lan-
guages was stopped during the
long period of slavery, and in
modern epistemology, research
was limited to a few languages.

Underlining the biodiver-
sity and cultural richness of
Assam and Northeast, the
Prime Minister said Assam
has a rich legacy of music and
that it needs to reach the world
at large. 

He said efforts of the last 8
years with regard to physical
and digital connectivity of the
region will be hugely beneficial
for the tribal tradition, tourism
and culture of Assam.
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The Union Cabinet  on
Wednesday  decided to

grant a fresh six-month exten-
sion to the Justice Rohini
Commission, set up to exam-
ine the sub-categorisation of
Other Backward Classes and
equitable distribution of bene-
fits reserved for them. This is
the 13th extension given to the
commission to submit its
report. The Government had
constituted the commission
on October 2, 2017 under
Article 340 of the Constitution
to examine the issues related to
the sub-categorisation of Other
Backward Classes.  The exten-
sion has been granted up to
January 31, 2023.

The commission must
examine inequitable distribu-
tion of benefits of reservation
among the castes or commu-
nities included in the OBC cat-
egory with reference to such
classes included in the Central
List, working out the mecha-
nism, criteria, norms and para-
meters in a scientific approach.
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The Supreme Court has
agreed to hear on Thursday

the plea of Zee TV news
anchor Rohit Ranjan, facing
several FIRs in some States for
playing a doctored clip of
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi,
seeking protection from coer-
cive action for the alleged
offence.  

“List it tomorrow,” a vaca-
tion Bench of justices Indira
Banerjee and J K Maheswari
said when senior advocate
Siddharth Luthra, appearing
for the TV anchor, sought an
urgent hearing of the plea in
view of registration of several
FIRs against him in many
States for telecast of the clip. 

“This man was arrested
yesterday by UP police at Noida
and released on bail as the
offence invoked was bailable, “
he said, adding that the anchor
made an error in one of the
shows and apologised for that
and the news was taken back.
“Now Chhattisgarh police want
to arrest him. Please list this
urgently since otherwise he
will be in repeated custody,” the
senior lawyer said. 

On Tuesday, a police team
from Chhattisgarh reached
Uttar Pradesh's Ghaziabad
town to arrest the anchor from
his home but he was instead

arrested by the Noida police
who released him on bail later
on Tuesday night. Congress
MLA Devendra Yadav filed
complaint against Rohit Ranjan
for misquoting Rahul Gandhi’s
statement. 

In his complaint, Yadav
said a video, in which Rahul
Gandhi described those attack-
ing his Wayanad office as chil-
dren and said he had no ill-will
against them, was "mischie-
vously" used by the TV chan-
nel on July 1 to suggest he was
forgiving the killers of Udaipur
tailor Kanhaiya Lal.  The FIR
in Raipur was lodged under

IPC sections including 153A
(promoting enmity between
different groups), 295A (delib-
erate and malicious acts,
intended to outrage religious
feelings of any class), 467
(forgery), 469 (forgery to harm
reputation), 504 (intentional
insult). 

On July 2, a day after video
was aired, Ranjan had apolo-
gised for mistakenly playing
Gandhi's statement out of con-
text by linking it with Udaipur
murder case. "It was a human
error for which our team is
apologetic. We apologise for it,"
he had tweeted in Hindi.
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Henceforth, only those victims of
human-elephant conflicts having

Aadhaar number will get compensation
under the Project Elephant.

The Centrally sponsored scheme of
‘Project Elephant’ is carried out by the State
Governments with the primary goal to
offer monetary and technical assist to the
Elephant Range States of India for the safe-
ty of elephants, their habitats and hall, to
fight the difficulty of human-animal bat-
tle and welfare of the captive elephants.

“The scheme provides for ex-gratia
payment for loss of life or injury, damage
to property or crop, etc., and also rewards
the informers and payment of expenses on
intelligence gathering respectively to the
villagers, farmers, and other individuals,”
a senior Ministry official said..

“In case, any individual does not have
Aadhaar at that point of time, he or she will
need to enrol and offer proof of registra-

tion,” the official stated adding that in case
of individuals joining our training pro-
grammes, too would need Aadhaar card
and if not, would need to enrol for it.”

Human-elephant conflict caused 1,401
human and 301 elephant deaths in India
from 2018-2020, Bhupendra Yadav, Union
minister for environment, forest and cli-
mate had told the Rajya Sabha last  August.
Some 115 elephants and 457 people died
in 2018-19, while 99 elephants and 585
people died in 2019-20. In 2020-21 (upto
December 2020), 87 elephants and 359
people lost their lives in human-elephant
conflict.

The Ministry doles out monetary
help as ex-gratia reduction of Rs 5 lakh in
case of demise or everlasting incapacita-
tion to a human; Rs 2 lakh for grievous
damage; Rs 25,000 per particular person
as price of remedy for minor damage. The
compensation for lack of property / crops
are paid by the states / UTs as per norms
prescribed. 
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The Congress has filed a
complaint with the News

Broadcasting and Digital
Standards Authority against
Zee News and its anchor Rohit
Ranjan for airing a video clip
of its former president Rahul
Gandhi's comments in Kerala
with a "distorted and malicious
interpretation" and sought
action against them.

In the letter to the
Authority chairman, Congress
communication department
head Pawan Khera raised the
matter of "illegal, unethical
and malicious" broadcast by
Zee News and Ranjan, during
their programme titled "DNA"
which was aired on July 1.

"The impugned news
broadcast by Zee News had
sought to falsely and mali-
ciously suggest that former
INC President Rahul Gandhi
demonstrated sympathy for

the killers of Kanhaiya Lal
(tailor killed in Udaipur) by
calling them 'children' and say-
ing (they) have acted in an irre-
sponsible way," Khera said. 

These comments in their
original and correct context,
referred to the vandalism of the
Congress' office at Wayanad
and were in no way connected
with the horrifying murder of
Kanhaiya Lal in Udaipur, the
Congress leader pointed out.

It must be noted that only
Zee and its anchor chose to give
the clip this distorted and mali-
cious interpretation. No other
news agency, channel or news-
paper made the same mistake,
he said in the letter dated July
4.

Khera said it was only after
numerous complaints by the
party and the public at large,
wherein the "distortion and fal-
sity" of the broadcast was point-
ed out that impugned news
broadcast was taken down. 
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United Nations (UN)
Secretary General Antonio

Guterres has appointed Lt
General Mohan Subramanian
of the Indian Army as the new
Force Commander of the UN
United Nations Mission in
South Sudan (UNMISS).  He
succeeds another Indian army
officer Lt General Shailesh
Tinaikar.

Making this announce-
ment late Tuesday, the UN
statement said the Secretary
General is grateful for
“his(Tinaikar)tireless dedica-
tion, invaluable service and
effective leadership as UNMISS
Force Commander.” He served
as the commander since 2019.

Giving details of the new
incumbent’s career profile,
army said in New Delhi,
Subramanian has a distin-
guished military career span-
ning over 36 years.  Most
recently, he served as the
General Officer Commanding,
Military Region (Operational
and Logistic Readiness Zone)

in central India, contributing to
the Army's operational and
logistic preparedness. 

Previously, he served as the
Additional Director General
for Procurement and
Equipment Management at the
Integrated Headquarters of the
Ministry of Defence (Army)
(2019-2021), General Officer
Commanding a Strike Infantry
Division (2018-2019), Deputy
General Officer Commanding
of Infantry Division (2015-
2016), Commander of a
Mountain Brigade (2013-2014)
among other appointments
within the Indian Armed
Forces. He has served as India's

Defence Attache to Vietnam,
Laos and Cambodia (2008-
2012) and as a Staff Officer
with the United Nations
Mission in Sierra Leone in
2000. He holds two Master of
Philosophy degrees in Defence
and Management Studies as
well as in Social Sciences.

He was commissioned
into the Corps of Army Air
Defence in 1986. He is an
alumnus of Sainik School,
Amaravatinagar, Tamil Nadu,
National Defence
Academy(NDA), Khadakwasla
and the Indian Military
Academy(IMA), Dehradun.

As regards India’s role in

UN led peace keeping missions
over the years, officials said
India has, so far, provided 15
Force Commanders, two
Military Advisors, one Deputy
Military Advisor to the
Secretary General of United
Nations, two Divisions
Commanders and eight Deputy
Force Commanders in various
United Nations Missions.  India
is among the largest contribu-
tors of uniformed personnel to
the UN peacekeeping mis-
sions. 

The Indian Army contin-
ues to play a lead role in United
Nations Peacekeeping with
presence in eight out of 14 (cur-
rent) United Nations Missions
worldwide and currently has
over 5,400 military personnel
deployed in challenging cir-
cumstances under the United
Nations flag.

The Indian Army has large
presence in United Nations
Missions in Democratic
Republic of Congo, Lebanon,
South Sudan, Golan Heights,
Syria, Western Sahara, Abyei
and Cyprus. India is also
deploying an infantry Battalion
Group in UNISFA (Abyei).
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The first phase of Indian
Railways' video surveillance

system project at stations across
country will be completed by
January 2023, RailTel said in a
statement on Wednesday.

RailTel is the implementing
agency for the programme. The
first phase of project will cover
major stations of category A1, A,
B and C numbering 756, and is
likely to be completed by
January 2023, it said, adding that
remaining stations will be cov-
ered in the second phase. “In a
bid to enhance security at rail-
way stations which are major
hubs of transportation, railways
is in process of installing Internet

Protocol (IP) based Video
Surveillance System (VSS) at sta-
tions, that is, waiting halls, reser-
vation counters, parking areas,
main entrance/exit, platforms,
foot over bridges and booking
offices,” the statement said. The
Ministry of Railways approved
project under Nirbhaya funds.
"We need to rapidly absorb new
technology in railways, be it for
rolling stock, construction, safe-
ty, cyber security, or in situations

where there is a human
interface," Railways Minister
Ashwani Vaishnaw said. CCTV
cameras of stations and video
feeds will be monitored at three
levels to ensure enhanced safe-
ty and security at railway
premises. 
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The Lashkar-e-Tayyeba
(LeT) commander Talib

Shah, nabbed by the brave vil-
lagers of Mahore area in Reasi
district on Sunday, was work-
ing with the Jammu and
Kashmir Unit of the Bharatiya
Janta Party since June 2018.

According to a press note
issued by the office of the
Bharatiya Janta Party through
its press secretary Talib Shah
was nominated as constituen-
cy Incharge of Darhal along
with 36 others.

The press note issued on
June 1, 2018 clearly stated,
"BJP State Incharge IT and
Social Media Department
Jaidev Rajwal in consultation
with BJP State President and
MLA, Ravinder Raina and BJP
State General Secretary (Org.)
Ashok Kaul today announced
Assembly Constituency
Incharges of IT and Social
Media Department".

Jaidev Rajwal nominated
thirty seven assembly con-

stituency Incharges of Jammu
Province. According to the
press note, Talib Shah was
nominated as constituency
Incharge of Darhal.

Later in April 2020, BJP
Minority Morcha President
Sheikh Bashir in consultation
with party’s J&K President
Ravinder Raina, party J&K
General Secretary (Org.) Ashok
Kaul and other senior leaders
of the party announced new
Office Bearers, Working
Committee Members and
District Presidents for BJP
Minority Morcha.

According to the press note
circulated to the media on
April 23, 2020, "Talib Shah was
nominated as Morcha Publicity
Secretary, whereas Mushtaq
Ahmed Sheikh (Kupwara) and
Fayaz Ahmed Naik (Banihal)
were nominated as Morcha
Additional Publicity
Secretaries".

Responding to the gesture,
Talib Shah posted a tweet on
April 25, 2020 thanking the
party leadership.  " I am high-

ly thankful to Bharatiya Janata
party Jammu Kashmir state
president Ravinder Raina ji
and State or General secretary
Ashok Koul ji, BJP minority
morcha president Sheikh
Mohamed". 

Recently,  on May 9, 2022
, BJP's Minority Morcha
President, Sheikh Bashir, had
appointed him incharge of the
IT and Social media depart-
ment, Minority Morcha.
According to Sheikh Bashir,
Shah, later resigned from the
post on May 27, 2022. 

This correspondent also
contacted State Press Secretary,
BJP Dr Pardeep Mahotra and
also forwarded an email to him
to verify whether Talib Shah
mentioned in their press notes
is the same person arrested by
the police or not. Till late
evening Dr Mahotra, who was
attending a training session in
the tourist resort of Patnitop,
had not responded despite
repeated requests. On the other
hand former  BJP State
Incharge IT and Social Media

Department Jaidev Rajwal
when contacted clarified party
Chief Ravinder Raina had
addressed a press conference
on this topic where he had
issued a detailed clarification.

After his links surfaced

with the BJP, the Jammu and
Kashmir Unit Chief Ravinder
Raina immediately rushed to
demand National Investigation
Agency (NIA) probe into Talib
Shah's terror links.

While addressing media

persons in the party head-
quarters on Tuesday Raina had
also claimed that Talib Shah
visited the BJP office pretend-
ing to be a journalist. Stating
that top J&K BJP leaders and
office-bearers were on Talib

Hussain’s hit-list, Raina had
also sought a probe by the
National Investigation Agency
(NIA) in this matter.

“Talib Hussain did recce of
my office. He sent videos of my
office to his Pakistani handlers.
He used to meet BJP leaders by
posing as a journalist. We
demand a NIA probe,” he said.

Raina also said the party
has issued a show cause notice
to Minority Morcha President
Sheikh Bashir and asked him to
reply within 48 hours. “He
doesn't have the authority to
make any appointment. Every
appointment in the party is
made by the President,” the BJP
leader said.

When Contacted Sheikh
Bashir told The Pioneer, "I
will first respond to the show
cause notice then only I will
speak to the media about this
issue".

Significantly, images
accessed by this correspon-
dent clearly revealed  Talib
Shah not only attended party
programs along with senior

party leaders in the party head-
quarters but was also working
in the remote areas of Rajouri
and propagating schemes of the
Union government headed by
Narendra Modi  in the com-
pany of party workers.

His images with Member
Parliament from Jammu-
Poonch Lok Sabha seat Jugal
Kishore Sharma and others
have gone viral. In these
images he is seen garlanding
BJP MP, attending public
meetings and party programs
being addressed by the former
incharge of  Jammu and
Kashmir unit Avinash Rai
Khanna, J&K BJP organisa-
tion secretary Ashok Koul,
Ravinder Raina and other
party leaders and workers.In
some of the images Talib
Shah is also seen attending
training programs in the party
office along with other office
bearers raising doubts over
the claims made by the BJP
leaders while washing their
hands over their association
with him.
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Going through its worst
phase, Indian National

Congress faces yet another
major setback as for the first
time the oldest political outfit
of the country will have no
member in the Uttar Pradesh
Legislative Council.

Deepak Singh, the lone
Congress member in the UP
Legislative Council retired on
Wednesday.

In the last UP Assembly
elections, Congress was con-
fined to just two seats.

Not only the Congress, the
Bahujan Samaj Party will now
have just one member each in
both the Houses of the UP leg-
islature as three of its members
in the council completed their
terms on Wednesday.

A total of 10 members
retired from the UP Legislative
Council on Wednesday, includ-
ing Jagjivan Prasad, Balram
Yadav, Dr Kamlesh Kumar
Pathak, Ranvijay Singh,
Ramsunder Nishad and
Shatruddha Prakash of the
Samajwadi Party (SP). Apart
from this, the tenures of BSP
MLCs Atar Singh Rao, Suresh
Kumar Kashyap and Dinesh
Chandra also ended on
Wednesday.

The tenures of two MLCs
of Bharatiya Janata Party also
ended on Wednesday.
However, these two BJP mem-
bers have been elected to the
council again. The two mem-
bers are Deputy Chief Minister
Keshav Prasad Maurya and
Panchayati Raj Minister
Chaudhary Bhupendra Singh.

The legislative council was
formed in Uttar Pradesh, then
United Provinces, on January 5,
1887 and its first meeting was
held on January 8, 1887 at
Thornhill Memorial Hall in
Allahabad. Then it used to
have nine members. Under
the provisions made in 1909,
the number of members was
increased to 46, which includ-
ed 26 non-official members. Of
these members, 20 were elect-
ed and six were nominated.
Motilal Nehru took the mem-
bership of the legislative coun-
cil on February 7, 1909. He is
considered to be the first mem-
ber of Congress in the legisla-
tive council. However, he
resigned in 1920 under the pol-
icy of non-cooperation with the
Congress government. UP was
then known as the United

Provinces.
After independence, till

1989, the leader of the house in
the legislative council was from
Congress, with the exception of
1977 and 1979 when this post
was with Janata Party.

In the last 33 years, the
Congress strength has been
shrinking in the UP assembly.
In the assembly elections held
this time, Congress reached its
lowest position in terms of
number of members. Only two
MLAs of the Congress won and
got less than 2.5 per cent votes.
This was bound to have an
effect on its membership in the
UP Legislative Council.

In view of the current cir-
cumstances, hope of Congress
representation in the upper
House of UP Legislature is a
distant possibility.
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To curb evasion of goods and
services tax (GST), the State

Government will launch an
enforcement drive for which
task forces will be set up in each
district.

The task force will first
identify and gather relevant
information about the tax
evaders and this will be fol-
lowed by raids by the tax
authorities at the premises of
the evaders.

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath issued this direction
after a presentation on taxation
was made by the Commercial
Tax department before him on
Wednesday. The chief minister
said that revenue from the GST
and value-added tax (VAT)
was steadily increasing and
during the last fiscal 2021-22,

the total revenue from GST and
compensation was Rs 98,107
crore.

The chief minister said
efforts should be made in a mis-
sion mode for increasing the
annual collection from GST to
Rs 1.50 lakh crore. He said the
record GST collection in the
first quarter of the current fis-
cal validated the efforts so far
made for increasing revenue
collection.

For increasing tax collec-
tion from GST, the chief min-
ister said, “Since GST is an
online taxation system, a huge
database is available with the tax
authorities and this data should
be analysed using the informa-
tion technology (IT) tools or
data analytics. He said the tools
of artificial intelligence should
also be used for increasing tax
collection.

Yogi Adityanath said since
the revenue generation from
GST was based on consump-
tion and revenue collection
was linked to gross state domes-
tic product, planned efforts
were needed for increasing the
consumption of goods in UP. 

He said a congenial envi-
ronment prevailed in UP for
increasing tax collection and
with the efforts made by the tax
department the number of
traders registered with GST
had increased to 17.44 lakh --
the highest in the country. The
chief minister said efforts
should be made for increasing
this number to 30 lakh in next
one year.

The chief minister also
asked the officials about the
details of deduction of TDS
from the payments made to
contractors by the government

agencies and said it should be
deposited as per the provisions
of GSTR 7.

To curb tax evasion, the
chief minister asked the tax
authorities to keep an eye on the
e-way bills generated by traders
and high value bills generated
by those newly registered with
the GST. He said the turnover
of the non-filers of GST return
should be examined and it
should be ensured that they
paid the outstanding tax.

He said tax as per rules
should also be realised from
coaching institutes, banquet
halls, shopping malls who hired
big commercial buildings. The
chief minister pressed the need
for direct communication with
the field level officers and said
he would himself speak to the
field level officers every fort-
night.
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The anti-Constitution speech
made by Saji Cherian,

Minister for Fisheries and
Culture, at Mallappalli in
Pathanamthitta district on
Sunday has upset the entire
Harijan community in the
country.

An apolitical person like
Acharya M K Kunhol, a wide-
ly respected social leader in the
State came out in the open lam-
basting Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan, Minister Cherian, as
well as the CPI-M over the
speech in which Dr B R
Ambedkar and other members
of the drafting committee of the
Indian Constitution including
the first President Dr Rajendra
Prasad were humiliated and
portrayed very poorly.

Saji Cherian in his speech
on Sunday alleged that the
persons who drafted the
Constitution simply copied
down what was dictated by the
colonial masters and put it as
the Indian Constitution, which
could be  described as the best
means for exploitation. “If you
do not know about the
Constitution, it is better to
keep quiet about it. Neither
minister  Cherian nor his party,

the CPI-M, know the sacred-
ness and serenity of the
Constitution. Even EMS
Namboodirippadu, the former
general secretary of the party
had any respect for Dr
Ambedkar or the Constitution
of India,” Acharya Kunhol,
who had been honoured with
Padma Shree by the President
of India, said in a statement on
Wednesday. He also pointe out
that the CPI-M was not in exis-
tence when Baba Saheb
Ambedkar crafted the world’s
best Constitution for the coun-
try.  

The Acharya recounted
the number of Harijan youths
murdered by the CPI-M in
Kerala. “The CPI-M is a party
of high caste communal per-
sons. Harijans always get a
raw deal in that party,” said the
Acharya who pointed out the
recent murder of Deepu, a
Harijan youth at
Kizhakkambalam by the CPI-
M activists.  

The CPI-M leadership
remained tight-lipped over the
faux pas committed by the
minister even as the demand
for his dismissal from the min-
istry grew louder on the second
day. The Congress-led UDF
tried in vain to raise the issue
in the legislative assembly on

Wednesday. But the Punjab-
born Speaker M B Rajesh
adjourned the House within
minutes of the sitting to deny
the Opposition any room to
embarrass the treasury bench-
es.

“This is unheard of in the
history of Kerala Assembly,”
said V D Satheeshan, leader of
the opposition who led the
UDF MLAs in a walk out and
staged a demonstration in front
of Dr Ambedkar’s statue. “Jai
Bheem” and “Jai Ambedkar”
slogans were raised in the
House as well as the Secretariat
premises for the first time by
Opposition who wanted the
dismissal of the minister for his
speech.

Saji Cherian who had said
on Tuesday that it was the local
slang in his speech that caused
the misunderstanding about his
speech made yet another U-
turn on Wednesday. While
speaking to the reporters, he
said it was a slip of the tongue
and he was sorry for that. “Saji
Cherian is trying to save his
skin by one excuse or other.
The truth is that there is no
options before him other than
submitting his resignation,”
said BJP leader and former
Mizoram Governor
Kummanam Rajasekharan.
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The Government on
Wednesday direct-

ed the edible oil man-
ufacturers to further
cut the maximum
retail price (MRP) of
imported cooking oils
by up to Rs 10 per litre
within a week, and
maintain a uniform MRP of
the same brand of oil across the
country following a fall in
global prices.

Taking note of a further
drop in global prices, Food
Secretary Sudhanshu Pandey
called a meeting of all edible oil
associations and major manu-
facturers to discuss the current
trend and pass on the falling
global prices to consumers by
reducing the MRP. "We made
a detailed presentation and
told them that global prices
have declined by 10 per cent in
last one week alone. This
should be passed on to con-
sumers. We have asked them to
reduce the MRP," Pandey said
after the meeting.

As India imports more
than 60 per cent of its edible oil
requirement, retail prices came
under pressure in the last few
months taking cues from the

global market. However, there
has been a correction, result-
ing fall in global prices.

Edible oil makers had cut
prices by up to Rs 10-15 per
litre last month and prior to
that had also reduced the MRP
taking cues from the global
market.

Major edible oil makers
have promised to reduce the
MRP by up to Rs 10 per litre
by next week in all imported
edible oils like palm oil, soy-
abean and sunflower oil, he
said and added, once the prices
of these edible oils are reduced,
the rates of other cooking oils
will also get reduced.

Besides this, the Secretary
asked the manufacturers to
maintain a uniform MRP of
the same brands of cooking oils
across the country as current-
ly there is a difference of Rs 3-
5 per litre in different zones.
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The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on

Wednesday carried out
searches at multiple locations
in Amravati district of eastern
Maharashtra in connection
with the sensational murder
of  a chemist  Umesh
Prahladrao Kolhe over a
WhatsApp message posted
by him in  support of sus-
pended BJP spokesperson
Nupur Sharma.

In an official statement,
the NIA said that it had con-
ducted searches at 13 loca-
tions in Amravati district
after it took over the investi-
gations from the Amravati
police  and re-registered a
case on July 2, 2022 in con-
nection with the murder that
took place on the night of
June 21.    

“During the searches con-
ducted today at the premises
of accused and suspects, dig-
ital devices (mobile phones,
SIM cards, memory cards,
DVRs), pamphlets spreading
hate messages, knives and
other incriminating docu-
ments and materials, have
been seized,” the NIA said. In

all, seven persons, including
the master-mind Sheikh Irfan,
have been arrested in con-
nection with Kolhe’s murder.
The six other accused in the
case are:   Mudassir Ahmed
(22), Shahrukh Pathan (25),
Abdul Taufiq (24), Shoib
Khan (22), Atib Rashid (22)
and Yusuf Bahadur Khan. All
of them are in NIA’s custody
now. The NIA has booked the
seven accused in the case
under Section 16, 18 and 20
of the Unlawful Activities
Prevention Act (UAPA) and
Section 34, 153 (A), 153 (B),
120 (B) and 302 IPC has
been filed based on a com-
plaint by Kolhe’s son Sanket
Kolhe.

The incident took place
between 10 pm and 10.30 pm
on June 21 when Kolhe was
on his way home after closing
his shop -- Amit Medical
Store’. Sanket (27) and his wife
Vaishnavi were accompanying
him on another scooter.

Two motorcycle-borne
assailants waylaid Kolhe. One
of them stabbed him on the
left side of his neck. In his
complaint, Sanket told the
police:“We were moving from
Prabhat Chowk and our
scooters had reached the

Mahila College New High
School’s gate. Two men on a
motorcycle suddenly came in
front of my father’s scooter
and stopped him. One of
them stabbed him on the left
side of his neck with a knife.

“My father fell and was
bleeding. I stopped my scoot-
er and started shouting for
help. Another man came and
the three fled the spot on the
motorcycle.With help from
passers-by, I rushed my father
to nearby Axon Hospital
where he died during treat-
ment,” Sanket said.

The investigations have
revealed that Kolhe had cir-
culated on WhatsApp a post
supporting BJP spokesper-
son Nupur Sharma, Police
Vikram Sali said that prima
facie Umesh Kolhe’s murder
was an off-shoot of a social
media post supporting Nupur
Sharma, who had made con-
troversial comments on the
Prophet in a television debate.

Kolhe inadvertently posted
the message in a whatsapp
group where there are Muslims
who were also his customers.
One of the arrested accused
reportedly said that Kolhe’s
post was an insult to the
Prophet and hence he must die.
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Heavy and incessant rains disrupted
normal life in several parts of Gir

Somnath and Junagadh districts in Gujarat,
with Sutrapada taluka in Gir Somnath
recording 300 mm downpour in 30 hours
till Wednesday noon, officials said.

The Meteorological Centre here said
monsoon is now active in Gujarat as a low
pressure area was formed over Kutch
region, and more downpour is likely over
the next five days across the state.

Gir Somnath and Junagadh districts
have been witnessing heavy rains since
Tuesday, the officials said.

As per the data shared by the State
Emergency Operations Centre (SEOC),
Sutrapada taluka received 300 mm rain-
fall in the last 30 hours that ended at 12

pm of Wednesday, including 132 mm rain-
fall between 6 am and 12 pm.

Similarly, neighbouring Kodinar talu-
ka of the same district received 119 mm
rainfall between 6 am and 12 pm on
Wednesday, Veraval taluka 106 mm,
Mangrol taluka of Junagadh 82 mm, fol-
lowed by Bhuj(Kutch) with 51 mm, Hansot
(Bharuch) with 42 mm and Kalyanpur
(Devbhumi Dwarka) with 33 mm, the
SEOC said.

Normal life was affected in Mangrol,
Kodinar and Veraval towns as well as sev-
eral villages in Sutrapada and Kodinar
talukas due to heavy downpour as low-
lying areas, agricultural fields, housing
societies and several roads were submerged
in knee-deep water, officials said. 

Gujarat Revenue Minister Rajendra
Trivedi visited the SEOC in state capital

Gandhinagar to take stock of the situation
and review the preparedness of the author-
ities as more rainfall is predicted in the next
five days.

"Most parts of Gujarat are likely to
receive normal rainfall in the next five
days," said Manorama Mohanty, director
of the Meteorological Centre in
Ahmedabad.

Heavy to very heavy showers, and at
some places extremely heavy rains, are like-
ly at isolated places in Gir Somnath,
Devbhumi Dwarka, Surat, Valsad and
Navsari districts during the next 24 hours.

"On July 8 and 9, extremely heavy rain-
fall may occur at some places in Valsad,
Navsari, Kutch, Devbhumi Dwarka,
Jamnagar and Porbandar districts due to
the low pressure area over Kutch region,"
Mohanty said.
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Sir — The Government and Twitter have
been at loggerheads over the new IT rules
since May 2021 and even earlier. The long-
running confrontation over content regu-
lation has now entered a new phase with
Twitter moving the Karnataka High Court
against the Government’s ‘blocking orders’
under the IT Act. The important question
to ask is, if the Government orders Twitter
to take down content in the absence of
sound reasons, don’t undermine the notion
of freedom of expression. The paramount
and inviolability of freedom of expression
must be upheld. Twitter has a point — it
finds the Government’s ‘recurring removal
requests’ too much of an interference in the
company’s affairs

Sometimes the Government asks
Twitter to not just block the posts, but take
down the user accounts themselves with-
out notice to ‘content originators’. It is wide-
ly known that Twitter incurred the displea-
sure of the Government when tweets in sup-
port of farmers’ protests and tweets criti-
cal of the Government’s handling of the
COVID-19 pandemic found space on the
platform. The threat to strip the social
media company of ‘safe harbour immuni-
ty’ is a blatant attempt to put pressure on
Twitter to fall in with the ruling dispensa-
tion.

G David Milton | Tamil Nadu
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Sir — It speaks of the valour of villagers who
overpowered two hardcore terrorists who
were about to create havoc. The people of
Reasi village deserve to be applauded for
tactfully handling the case. This is a case of
unarmed and untrained people capturing
armed and trained terrorists. The
announcement of cash reward of �5 lakh
by L-G Manoj Sinha and �2 lakh by the
DGP is welcome and the taxpayers' money
has been put to best use. Reasi villagers have
set a good example that they can also do
what security forces can.

The nabbed terrorists were responsible
for many terror incidents. The erosion of

30-year old terrorism in the Valley by secu-
rity forces has been instilling confidence
among people to live a peaceful life. Yet the
terrorists want to prove that they are still
around to create disturbance. The tribe of
terrorists has perished to a large extent after
security forces were given a free hand to deal
with the situation. A Russian President once
said: “It is for God to forgive the terrorists.
But it is our duty to send the terrorists to
God.” Also, courts should harness their
energy in deciding the cases of captured ter-
rorists expeditiously.

KV Seetharamaiah | Bengaluru
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Sir — The rescheduled fifth Test of the
Pataudi Trophy turns out to be a ding-dong
battle. England playing at home was formi-
dable and the toss favoured them to put
Team India to bat first. As in the four Test
matches last year, early wickets went cheap-
ly and the rearguard action saw the teams

putting up a moderate total. After putting
up 400-plus, India was in the driver’s seat.
England folded up for 284-plus and that
gave them a handsome 132-run lead and
consolidated their position.

With a score of 190 for 5, India dictat-
ed terms but the sudden rush of blood saw
it losing remaining wickets for just 55 runs.
That collapse in one session triggered the
fear of losing and England started on a
bright note and amassed 100 runs before
losing the first wicket. Two more wickets
fell and still resolute batting from Root and
Bairstow saw the pair adding 269 runs,
which saw the team sailing past the 10th
highest target and thereby squared the series
2-2 in a convincing way. The absence of an
off-spinner was felt when the left-handers
and Root thrived for long. England applied
an attacking policy and won.

CKR Nathan | Ghaziabad
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SOUNDBITE

lators in each camp. And, in
this case, the legislative wings
necessarily consist of MPs,
MLAs and maybe the count of
MLCs if the EC wants to con-
sider. Secondly, the EC will
examine the strength of sup-
port that each faction enjoys
within the party’s organisa-
tional setups. Here, the EC
may go a little further and ask
both camps to produce the
necessary evidence with doc-
umentary support.

The EC’s discretion: Now,
the ball is in the EC’s court.
When it is about a political
party, the EC will certainly lis-
ten to all stakeholders, then
whoever wants to be heard,
and it will consider the pre-
and the post- factual circum-
stances that led to the splinter-
ing. Here, the EC’s power will
be certainly at play. The
Election Symbols (Reservation
and Allotment) Order, 1968,
gives it power to deal with the
very issue. However, the EC’s
discretion will finally prevail
and remain binding.

As far as the EC’s discretion
goes, it doesn’t lack any restric-
tion to decide in favour of one
of the factions or neither of
these. However, in this case, it
can probably rule in favour of

one of the factions based on the
real majority of support it
enjoys both in the organisation
and in the legislative wings.
Then, it can keep the party
symbol reserved for that fac-
tion in majority and may ask
the other faction to register
itself as a new political party
with a different symbol.

Who is at advantage? As
a recent precedent, a lesson can
be drawn from the Samajwadi
Party case where the father-son
duo reached the EC to claim
the party’s symbol. Akhilesh
won against Mulayam Yadav,
evidencing that he not only
commanded the Government
but also the party.

In this particular case, the
E-faction may also be consid-
ering to take over the party
even before the EC steps in.
E-faction has validated its
majority in the legislative
wings by establishing a fresh
Government in Maharashtra,
followed by winning the floor
test in the Assembly. Now, it
is for the E-faction then to
confirm its majority in party
organisation, particularly by
bringing the Sena office bear-
ers into its fold.

The final batting of the U-
fraction: If certain people

break from the party, the anti-
defection law comes into play.
Under the law, whether it is one
person or 100, the anti-defec-
tion law comes into application.
Defection equates to the
intended partition from the
party and its membership; and
at this very point, the U-frac-
tion will surely stick to it.
Nevertheless, on the disquali-
fication issue, the only option
is to knock at the Speaker’s
office. But then, it is rather
unlikely that the Speaker would
entertain such a petition.

New surprises: The total
strength of Maharashtra
Assembly is 287 and the
majority mark is 144. The E-
faction-led Government in
coalition with BJP has won
the floor test with 164.

Many independent MLAs
are still roaming around the
negotiation camps as dark
horses. With Congress as
well as NCP as the focal
political contenders, the rul-
ing faction on the edge may
unfurl added surprises by
breaking into their camp also.

(The author is Assistant
Professor of Political Science in
Mody University, Rajasthan.
The views expressed are 
personal.)
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Though the mainstream
media equates both the
Shiv Sena groups with
the same bulk of com-

mand over the splintered party,
the fact remains otherwise. It is
now clear that the bigger chunk
has already been taken away by
Eknath Shinde, and what is left
over for Uddhav is a tiny and
still-diminishing fraction.

Though the ‘faction’ has
already formed the Government
and passed the floor test, a
deeper political crunch is still
undergoing within the larger
Shiv Sena Parivaar. The bone of
contention and the fight for
survival for both groups now
concentrate on the most impor-
tant question: Who will finally
own the party and its symbol?
This will continue till the EC
takes the final call, deciding on
who qualifies to be the owner of
the Shiv Sena and its symbol.

Now, the saviours of either
camp must be hectic in exploring
all thinkable routes to conquer
that technical-legal existential
battle at EC by all means possible.
In particular, the political legitima-
cy and the future course for both
camps will be on tenterhooks till
the EC spells the final word.

Principles for the EC: The
opinion of experts shows the
success of either group depends
on the single available option to
them — how they can successful-
ly establish their majority before
the EC. When the needle of the
entire game sags to the evidence
of majority, it is pretty evident that
either faction must be trying
hard to drag it into their favour.

The focused dynamics: The
dynamics of proving the major-
ity constitute the following para-
meters, and the precedents indi-
cate that the EC will certainly
examine into it. So, the EC will
examine the support each fac-
tion enjoys within the party’s
organisation, in the legislature
wing, in the top committees and
decision-making bodies.

Most importantly, before
deciding on these factors, the EC
will certainly have to learn the
Shiv Sena constitution for once.
As this particular case goes, the
most tangible parameter that the
EC will take into account is the
number of lawmakers and legis-
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It was a piece of news so
obscure and implausible that
I missed it when it first sur-

faced last month. The news was
that the Russians are going to
put hypersonic nuclear missiles
into Nicaragua and terrify the
Americans into backing down
over Ukraine. Or kill them all
if they don’t.

“If American missile sys-
tems can nearly reach Moscow
from Ukrainian territory, it's
time for Russia to roll out
something powerful closer to
the American ‘city on a hill’,” said
Olga Skabeyeva on the news
show on ‘Rossiya-1’, the most
popular Russian TV channel.

The usual crew of pan-
elists hugged themselves with
delight at the idea of American
cities being blown away.
“Objects like the city of New
York, a good city, but it would

be gone. Completely gone with
one rocket,” said one.

Then they rambled on
about how the Cuban missile
crisis of 1962 had brought the
Americans to their senses (bet
you didn’t know that the US
lost), and how Russian missiles
in Nicaragua might bring
Americans to their senses again.
They will give in before they
really get hurt.

As a substantial majority of
the Russian television audience
watches the show, that’s the
news ordinary Russians are
getting. But if these people
really represent the Russian
elite’s views of what is possible
and necessary, then we’re all in
trouble. Nuclear war is at hand.

I don’t really think nuclear
war is at hand, but there is a lot
of loose talk about it in Russia
at the moment. So let’s examine

the optimistic assumption in the
West that some people in the
Russian military and diplomat-
ic hierarchies – hopefully quite
senior people – have a better
grasp of reality than the televi-
sion pundits.

Are there really Russian
generals and senior foreign
ministry officials who think
that “American missile systems
can nearly reach Moscow from
the Ukrainian territory”?  If you
mean American nuclear mis-
siles, then of course not.

The United States has given
non-nuclear battlefield missiles
to Ukraine, but it has deliberate-
ly restricted the ammunition to
types that cannot reach any sig-
nificant distance into Russia.
There are no American troops
in Ukraine, and no nuclear
weapons in Ukrainian hands.

The business about moving

American nuclear missiles ‘clos-
er’ to Russia is complete tripe:
they are just as lethal from
where they are now.  Russian
generals and diplomats are not
stupid: they know that
American nuclear weapons sys-
tems have been able to reach
Russia from the US homeland
or any of the world’s oceans
since the 1960s.

Well, then, how would
putting Russian nuclear missiles
in Nicaragua, ‘closer’ to the
United States, give Russia any
advantage either? It wouldn’t,
although it would probably
provoke the US government
into a massive over-reaction.
Like Russian nuclear missiles in
Cuba in 1962, you know?

The difference between
Cuba in 1962 and Nicaragua
today is that ‘close’ still meant
something in 1962, when the

United States already had inter-
continental ballistic missiles
that could reach the old Soviet
Union, but Russia had no long-
range ballistic missiles that
could hit American cities yet.

The Russians sneaked some
shorter-range nuclear missiles
into Cuba to even things up, but
the Americans spotted them,
imposed a blockade, and threat-
ened to invade Cuba. Moscow
pulled its missiles out, and
everybody lived grumpily ever
after.

Nowadays, both Russia and
the United States have ample
weapons that they can fire at
each other from their home-
lands. ‘Closer’ no longer confers
any advantages. Besides,
Nicaragua has not said it will
host Russian nuclear weapons,
or indeed Russian weapons of
any sort.

Nicaraguan President
Daniel Ortega published a
decree last month authorising
small numbers of troops from
Russia, the United  States or
other Central American coun-
tries to deploy to his country for
a limited time ‘for purposes of
training, law enforcement or
emergency response’. 

Ortega was a Marxist in the
1980s. After the Nicaraguan
revolution triumphed, he got
Soviet help, and US President
Ronald Reagan financed a
guerilla/terrorist movement in
an unsuccessful attempt to bring
him down, but that was long
ago.

Now, Ortega is just anoth-
er dictator like Putin. He rigs
elections, jails the opposition,
and treats the state budget as his
private income. Nicaragua is
broke, so Ortega is happy to take

Russian money, but he’s proba-
bly not stupid enough to let the
Russians bring missiles in.

Russia’s much-hyped hyper-
sonic missiles are irrelevant
anyway, since ‘hypersonic’ mis-
siles are only useful if a coun-
try has good anti-missile
defences. In fact, nobody has
good missile defences, so, they
make little difference strategical-
ly. Dumb missiles with some
terminal guidance work just
fine.

The rational conclusion,
therefore, is that this is all just
propaganda blather by ignorant
Russian TV pundits, but a
warning. I predicted that Russia
would not invade Ukraine
because it would be utterly
stupid to do. I am still assum-
ing that Russian leaders are
rational, but now I have some
doubts.
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(The author’s new book is
The Shortest History of War)
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 The Chinese hegemonic intentions
are visible from its deteriorating
relations with the West and India,
the growing tensions in the Taiwan

Strait and the South China Sea, apart from
the human rights issues in Tibet and the
Xinjiang region.

Financial crises in Sri Lanka and
Pakistan further worsen matters. In 2020,
China replaced the United States as the EU's
largest trading partner. By 2021, Beijing had
built 50 per cent of the total ships in the
world. Through various mechanisms such
as design collaboration agreements, cyber
espionage, and acquisitions, China has
copied advanced innovative ship designs,
endangering the West's future naval produc-
tions. In a nutshell, the world is witnessing
China's coercive policies in international
politics and geo-economics, a deeply
embedded civil-military fusion through
espionage and dual-use production facili-
ties, which raises sovereignty issues for sev-
eral countries.

On the other hand, from the French
President's statement in 2019 that NATO
is "brain dead" to the 2022 Russia-Ukraine
conflict and the completion of the acces-
sion protocols of Sweden and Finland, the
alliance has been reinvigorated with its new
Trans-Pacific identity through the 2022
Madrid summit. The heads of the states of
NATO's Asian regional partners —
Australia, Japan, New Zealand and South
Korea — attended the NATO Summit, a
new development indicating the expand-
ing horizons of Asia's militarization to
counter the Chinese hegemonic designs.
The message stands clear, NATO is pivot-
ing to Asia. The NATO 2022 'Strategic
Concept' minced no words to state that the
"PRC's malicious hybrid and cyber opera-
tions and its confrontational rhetoric and
disinformation target Allies and harm
Alliance security". It strongly indicates that
NATO now prioritizes the Indo-Pacific
region. Before the 2022 summit, the foreign
ministers of these four countries met at the
North Atlantic Council (NAC) in
December 2020 for the first time to push
the emerging multilateral interoperability
in the Indo-Pacific. This was in the back-
drop of the "NATO 2030" expert reflection
group that had labelled China as a "full-
spectrum systemic rival, rather than a pure-
ly economic player or an only Asia-focused
security actor." 

However, President Barack Obama
was the first leader to foresee the Chinese
threat and announced the "pivot" policy in
2011, while addressing the Australian
Parliament. Further, Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton penned an essay titled
"America's Pacific Century," where she
argued for a "strategic turn to the region",
which indicated relocating the US navy
from West Asia to the South China Sea. The
policy did not receive much attention, given
the U.S. engagements in West Asia and
Afghanistan. Nevertheless, today, the
region's shifting sands, whereby the U.S. has
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snowballed the peace process
through the Abraham accords and
the Saudi-Turkey peace process,
strongly indicate that the upcoming
days in the Indo-Pacific will be
highly turbulent. From another
essential perspective, the militariza-
tion of the Indo-Pacific region
would also provoke China and
Russia to react, thereby offsetting
the relative peace on Russia's
Eastern and Southern borders.
Over the last few decades, Russia
has adopted a relatively peaceful
approach in the two directions to
entirely focus on its Western front.
The change in NATO's strategy thus
would be testing for the Sino-
Russian friendship as Russia is
more focused on Europe.

Nevertheless, the prelude to the
new Cold War, the Russia-Ukraine
conflict, has led to a consensus in
Europe that it needs to view Russia
as its primary geopolitical challenge.
At the same summit, NATO also
decided to increase its rapidly
deployable troops by 300,000, apart
from doubling or tripling to the
brigade level in the Baltic States and
five other frontline countries.
Further, it plans to increase muni-
tions and other supplies in response
to Russia's aggressiveness. This
overhauling of the deployments
would be complete by 2023.
Currently, the defence spending of
its members will increase by 1.2 per-
cent in real terms by the end of
2022. Simultaneously, as Europe
intends to reduce its energy depen-
dencies, a pertinent question that
needs to be pondered over is, at the
same point of time, what would be
the proportion of financial and mil-
itary commitments of NATO
towards first, the European Defence,
and second, the containment of

China in the Indo-Pacific region?
Which objective would be a prior-
ity for the European countries? Can
they counter two threats at the same
time? The Ukraine-Russia conflict
might continue for a couple of more
months, if not years.

Moreover, what if China
decides to invade Taiwan during the
same period or creates crises in the
Indo-Pacific region? It must be
recalled that during the Russia-
Ukraine conflict's initial phase,
France and Germany were reluctant
to cut off their gas supplies. The
future is hard to predict, and so are
the sustenance levels of multiple
military alliances. What then hap-
pens to the safety of allies in Asia
is worth pondering. Thus, NATO
needs to develop a genuinely
transatlantic China policy in addi-
tion to the deployments in the Indo-
Pacific, which might make China
more reactionary and possibly pro-
voke it to test the unity of NATO. 

Three crucial issues emerge
regarding South and Central Asia
and the recent developments. First,
attempts by Russia and China to
expand their joint sphere of influ-
ence to include countries having an
anti-American perspective, such
as Iran and Pakistan. The emerging
counter quad can present a formi-
dable challenge to the West's allies.
Second, the destruction of the agri-
cultural fertility of Ukraine will lead
to increased demand for food
grains. One of the most critical
inputs for good agricultural produce
are phosphates, the supplies dom-
inated by China, which can be used
as an essential geopolitical tool
against the West via the supplier
countries, especially in South and
Central Asia. Third, the impact of
the conflict would be the rise in the

earth's average temperatures, par-
ticularly in the Arctic region; hence,
melting the ice would be a new
strategic issue. The opening of the
new sea routes, especially in the arc-
tic, would further bring the Indo-
Pacific region to the centre of the
gravity of the upcoming new con-
flicts.

India firmly believes in multi-
polarity and hence has its presence
in China-led SCO, BRICS, and RIC
apart from its strategic partnership
in the Quad grouping. The multi-
alignment policy of PM Narendra
Modi has yielded positive results.
As the militarization of Asia is
imminent and there are increased
chances of confrontations, the
moment presents India with an
opportunity to delicately balance
hegemonic tendencies and demo-
cratic ideals without compromising
India's security and sovereignty. For
this, it becomes essential that the
country adjusts its budget to soon
emerge as a self-reliant defence
actor to maintain the strategic
autonomy, failing which it might be
sandwiched between the arms
trade geopolitics of the West and
Russia. Even for a couple of years,
some hard decisions to divert
financial resources towards indige-
nous development and emergency
procurements of cyber and space
capabilities is a must. On the flip
side, we also need to evolve our
policies in case the hegemonic
tendencies pose an imminent
threat. In such a case, New Delhi’s
traditional ally, such as Russia,
might side with China and hence
would allow India to find military
and tactical support from the will-
ing partners, thereby bringing pro-
found changes in the South Asian
security architecture.
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Sri Lanka's Cabinet was on
Wednesday thrown into
turmoil by the resignation

of Aviation Minister Nimal
Siripala De Silva while anoth-
er senior minister demanded
that Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe should quit as
the finance minister alleging
that he halted all the projects
that could bring in the much-
needed forex to the country
facing worst economic crisis.

De Silva, Minister of Ports,
Shipping, and Aviation,
resigned following an allegation
made by main Opposition SJB
leader Sajith Premadasa in
Parliament on Tuesday that a
Cabinet Minister had solicited
a bribe from Japan's Taisei
Corporation.

De Silva, in a letter
addressed to President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa, said
although he was not directly
accused of demanding a bribe
he was resigning in order to
allow an impartial investigation
as the allegation concerned
his ministry.

According to media
reports, the Japanese firm is
involved in the expansion of
the Bandaranaike International
Airport here.

Meanwhile, newly-
appointed minister of invest-

ment promotion, Dhammika
Perera, addressing a gathering
here, demanded that
Wickremesinghe should resign
as the minister of finance.

Perera, a former business
leader, alleged that
Wickremesinghe was block-
ing dollar inflows into the
country and he had no cash
flow plan to resolve the forex

crisis. Wickremesinghe ignored
to respond to the Opposition
when asked to react in
Parliament on Perera's attack
on him.

Sri Lanka is going through
the worst economic crisis since
its independence from Britain
in 1948, and needs to obtain at
least USD 4 billion to tide over
the acute shortage in foreign

exchange reserves.
The country, with an acute

foreign currency crisis that
resulted in foreign debt default,
had announced in April that it
is suspending nearly USD 7 bil-
lion foreign debt repayment due
for this year out of about USD
25 billion due through 2026.

Sri Lanka's total foreign
debt stands at USD 51 billion. 
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Taliban supreme leader
Mullah Haibatullah

Akhundzada said Wednesday
that Afghan soil will not be used
to launch attacks against other
countries, and he asked the
international community to
not interfere in Afghanistan's
internal affairs.

The Taliban say they are
adhering to an agreement they
signed with the United States in
2020 - before retaking power -
in which they promised to
fight terrorists. 

Since their takeover last
year, they have repeatedly said
Afghanistan would not be used
as a launching pad for attacks
against other countries.

"We assure our neighbours,
the region and the world that
we will not allow anyone to use
our territory to threaten the
security of other countries. We
also want other countries not to
interfere in our internal affairs,"
Akhundzada said in an address
ahead of the Eid al-Adha holi-
day. 

The Taliban were ousted by
a US-led coalition in 2001 for
harbouring Osama bin Laden,
mastermind of the 9/11 attacks
in the United States. The reli-
gious group captured power
again in mid-August, during
the chaotic last weeks of the U.S.
And NATO withdrawal from
Afghanistan.

The international commu-
nity has been wary of any
recognition or cooperation with
the Taliban, especially after
they restricted the rights of
women and minorities - mea-
sures that harken back to their
harsh rule when they were last
in power in the late 1990s. 

Akhundzada, the spiritual
chief of the Taliban, has
remained a reclusive figure.
He rose to leader of the Islamist
movement in a swift transition
of power after a 2016 U.S.

Drone strike killed his prede-
cessor, Mullah Akhtar Mansour.

After taking over,
Akhundzada secured the back-
ing of al-Qaida chief Ayman al-
Zawahiri, who showered the
cleric with praise, calling him
"the emir of the faithful." The
endorsement by bin Laden's
heir helped seal his jihadist cre-
dentials with the Taliban's long-
time allies. 

However, in his Eid mes-
sage Akhundzada said: "Within
the framework of mutual inter-
action and commitment, we
want good, diplomatic, eco-
nomic and political relations
with the world, including the
United States, and we consider
this in the interest of all sides."

A three-day assembly of
Islamic clerics and tribal elders
in the Afghan capital that con-
cluded Saturday included
pledges of support for the
Taliban and calls on the inter-
national community to recog-
nize the country's Taliban-led
government.

In a surprise development,
the reclusive Akhundzada came
to Kabul from his base in
southern Kandahar province
and addressed the gathering
Friday. It was believed to be his
first visit to the Afghan capital
since the Taliban seized power.

In an hour-long speech at
the assembly carried by state
radio, Akhundzada called the
Taliban takeover of Afghanistan
a "victory for the Muslim
world."

A powerful earthquake in
June killed more than 1,000
people in eastern Afghanistan,
igniting yet another crisis for
the economically struggling
country. 

Overstretched aid groups
already keeping millions of
Afghans alive rushed supplies to
the quake victims, but most
countries responded tepidly to
Taliban calls for international
help.
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European Union lawmakers voted
Wednesday to include natural gas

and nuclear in the bloc's list of sustain-
able activities, backing a proposal
from the EU's executive arm that has
been drawing fierce criticism from
environment groups and will likely
trigger legal challenges.

As the EU wants to set the best
global standards in the fight against cli-
mate change, the decision could tarnish
the bloc's image and question the
region's commitment to reaching cli-
mate neutrality by 2050. 

The European Commission earli-
er this year made the proposal as part
of its plans for building a climate-
friendly future, dividing member coun-
tries and drawing outcry from environ-
mentalists over what they criticize as
"greenwashing."

EU legislators from the environ-
ment and economy committees object-
ed last month to the plan, setting up
Wednesday's decisive vote in
Strasbourg, France. But MEPs reject-
ed their resolution in a 328-278 vote,
with 33 lawmakers abstaining. The
result was announced to a salvo of
applause.

An absolute majority of 353 was
needed to veto the proposal. If the
European Parliament and member
countries don't object to it by July 11,
the so-called Taxonomy delegated act

will enter into force and apply as of next
year.

Greenpeace immediately said it
will submit a formal request for inter-
nal review to the European
Commission, and then take legal
action at the European Court of Justice
if the result isn't conclusive.

"It's dirty politics and it's an out-
rageous outcome to label gas and
nuclear as green and keep more money
flowing to (Russian President
Vladimir) Putin's war chest, but now
we will fight this in the courts," said
Ariadna Rodrigo, Greenpeace's EU
sustainable finance campaigner.

European Parliament rapporteur
Bas Eickhout rued "a dark day for the
climate and the energy transition."

The green labeling system from the
European Commission defines what
qualifies as an investment in sustain-
able energy. Under certain conditions,
gas and nuclear energy will now be part
of the mix, making it easier for private
investors to inject money into both.

With the EU aiming to reach cli-
mate neutrality by 2050 and to cut
greenhouse gas emissions by at least
55% by 2030, the commission says the
classification system is crucial to direct
investments into sustainable energy.
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New Philippine President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr met with China's top

diplomat Wednesday to take up long-
simmering disputes in the South China
Sea, as he waded into foreign policy
dilemmas that include the U.S.-China
rivalry in the region.

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi,
wearing a native Filipino formal shirt,
met his counterpart for talks at the
Department of Foreign Affairs in Manila
and later met Marcos Jr at the presiden-
tial palace.No detailed statement about
the talks was immediately released by
Philippine officials. Chinese officials
have frowned on what they perceive as
undue media focus on the territorial con-
flicts that put Beijing in a bad light.

In Beijing, a Chinese Foreign
Ministry statement quoted Wang as
telling National Security Adviser Clarita
Carlos in Manila that Marcos Jr's election
"has turned a new page in China-
Philippines relations, and the two peo-
ples are full of expectations for the devel-
opment of bilateral relations." 

The statement did not say if the ter-
ritorial disputes were taken up. "Our only
choice is to be friendly, friendly, and

friendly again," Wang said.Wang arrived
in Manila Tuesday night as part of a
Southeast Asian swing that brought him
earlier to Myanmar and Thailand. He will
also visit Malaysia and Indonesia, where
he will attend a meeting of G-20 foreign
ministers in Bali.

Wang's visit ushers Marcos Jr. Early
to touchy foreign diplomacy issues that
often had prompted his predecessors to
carry out delicate balancing acts. Marcos
Jr. Was sworn into office last week after
a landslide electoral victory in May.  He
said in a televised news conference
Tuesday that he would discuss with Wang
possible ways to resolve Manila's disputes
with Beijing in the contested South
China Sea but would also propose to
broaden ties further.
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At least 600 inmates escaped in a jailbreak
in Nigeria's capital city, officials said

Wednesday, blaming the attack on Islamic
extremist rebels.

About 300 have been recaptured, author-
ities said. The "very determined" rebels
attacked the Kuje maximum prison in Abuja
on Tuesday night with "very high-grade
explosives," killing one guard on duty,
according to Shuaib Belgore, permanent sec-
retary of Nigeria's Ministry of Interior.

Explosions and gunfire were heard at
about 10 p.M. In the Kuje area of Abuja when
the attackers arrived and forced their way
into the prison through a hole created by the
explosives.

The Islamic extremist rebels who
attacked the prison have waged an insur-
gency in the country's northeast for over a
decade. 

Their attack on the detention facility
freed many of their members who are
inmates, prison officials said.

"We understand they are Boko Haram.
They came specifically for their co-conspir-
ators," said Belgore. 

"Right now, we have retrieved about 300
out of about 600 that got out of the jail."
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Thousands of revelers erupt-
ed in celebration

Wednesday as the traditional
"chupinazo" firework was ignit-
ed to start the San Fermín bull-
run festival in the Spanish city
of Pamplona, ending a two-
year hiatus due to the coron-
avirus pandemic.

Rain did nothing to damp-
en the atmosphere as crowds,
nearly all dressed in the tradi-
tional garb of white trousers
and shirt with red sash and
neckerchief, crammed the tiny
town hall square for the noon
event. 

After the firework explod-
ed, the revellers continued
spraying each other with red
wine.

The highlight of the nine-
day festival are the early morn-
ing "encierros," or bull runs,
starting on Thursday, when
thousands of thrill seekers
scramble like mad to avoid six
bulls as they charge along a
winding, cobblestoned route to
the city's bullring. 

Spectators watch from bal-
conies and the wooden barri-
cades set up to line the course.
The rest of each day is for eat-
ing, drinking, dancing and cul-
tural entertainment.

The festival was made
world famous by Ernest
Hemingway's 1926 novel "The

Sun Also Rises." 
Before the pandemic made

it impossible to hold in 2020
and 2021, it hadn't been sus-
pended since the Spanish Civil
War in the 1930s. Former foot-
ball player and coach Juan
Carlos Unzué had the honor of
launching the little rocket from
the town hall balcony. 

Unzué had to retire from
coaching in 2018 after being
diagnosed with the neurode-
generative disease ALS, or amy-
otrophic lateral sclerosis.

"This chupinazo' is dedicat-
ed to all those health workers
and people who helped us dur-
ing the pandemic, and to all
those suffering from ALS. Long
live San Fermín," he shouted
from a wheelchair to the
seething throng below.
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One million Muslim pil-
grims were converging

on Saudi Arabia's holy city
of Mecca on Wednesday for
the largest hajj since the
coronavirus pandemic
severely curtailed access to
one of Islam's five pillars.

Saudi Arabia's decision
to allow some 850,000
Muslims from abroad to

make the annual pilgrimage,
which begins on Thursday,
marks a major step toward nor-
malcy after two years of a
drastically scaled-down hajj
restricted to Saudi residents.

The 1 million foreign and
domestic pilgrims participating
is still far less than the 2.5 mil-
lion Muslims who traveled in
2019 for the pilgrimage, typi-
cally one of the world's largest
gatherings.

Those performing the rit-
ual this year must be under 65,
vaccinated against the coron-
avirus and have tested negative
for COVID-19 within 72 hours
of travel. The pilgrims are cho-
sen from millions of applicants
through an online lottery sys-
tem.

Saudi officials inspected
the holy site on Wednesday and
stressed their "readiness" to
receive pilgrims with the goal
of "maintaining public health."

After the coronavirus
struck in 2020, Saudi authori-
ties allowed just 1,000 pilgrims
already residing in the king-
dom to attend, prompting his-
torians to compare the disrup-
tion to the site's storming by
religious extremists and dra-
matic closure in 1979.
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With verdant gardens on one side and
water on the other, they were an

anomaly in a city bordered on three sides
by desert. 

For decades, Cairo's houseboats occu-
pied prime waterfront real estate, offering
residents a front-row seat to the passing
Nile River, with its water taxis, anglers,
sport rowers and occasional family of
ducks. But it's coming to an end: A gov-
ernment push to remove the string of float-

ing homes from the city's Nile River banks
has dwindled their numbers from sever-
al dozen to just a handful. 

Houseboats have been a Cairo tradi-
tion dating back to the 1800s and govern-
ment efforts to remove them have drawn

criticism in Egypt, where residents are
mourning the loss of not just their homes
but a way of life. Critics say the move is
part of a series of development decisions
by the government of Abdel Fattah el-Sissi
that endanger the city's heritage.

"The point is that they really, really
don't seem to understand that there is
value - intangible values - there is value in
history," said Ahdaf Soueif, a prize-winning
Egyptian novelist who bought and reno-
vated a her houseboat after moving back
to Egypt from the UK 10 years ago.
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The Secretary-General of the Organisation
of Petroleum Exporting Countries has

died, Nigerian authorities and the oil cartel
announced Wednesday. Only hours before his
death, he'd met with Nigeria's president and
spoken in defence of the energy industry amid
increasing climate change pressure.

Mohammad Barkindo, 63, died late
Tuesday in Abuja, a spokesman for Nigeria's
petroleum ministry told The Associated
Press. The reason for his death was not imme-
diately known. 

The Vienna-based oil cartel also con-
firmed his death, saying he was a "much-loved
leader" of OPEC.

His death came as a surprise to industry
insiders. His second term as head of OPEC was
set to end in three weeks on July 31. He'd held
the post for six years since 2016. Barkindo's
death was first confirmed in a tweet by the
managing director of the Nigerian National
Petroleum Company, Mele Kyari. 
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The Israeli military said it shot and
killed a Palestinian man during an

arrest raid near the city of Jenin in the
occupied West Bank on Wednesday. 

The army said that during one of
a series of raids carried out across the
Palestinian territory, its troops fired at
a suspect who attempted to escape
arrest in the village of Jaba.

"The force gave medical treatment
to the suspect, but later pronounced him
dead," the army said. It said the incident
was under investigation. The statement
said the army was there to arrest suspects
involved in terror operations without
elaborating. 

The Palestinian Health Ministry
issued a statement saying it received con-
firmation of the death of Rafiq Riyad
Ghannam from the agency that coordi-
nates affairs with Israel. Wafa, the offi-
cial Palestinian news agency, said the 20-

year-old man was severely wounded
during clashes in the village. 

Ghannam was the second
Palestinian from Jaba killed in recent
days. On Sunday the Palestinian Foreign
Ministry said 19-year-old Kamel
Abdallah Alwaneh died a day after he
was shot by Israeli troops. The army said
soldiers came under attack "during
routine security activity near the town
of Jaba" and shot a man suspected of
throwing a firebomb. 

The Israeli military has carried out
near-daily raids in Palestinian towns and
villages in the West Bank following a
series of deadly attacks by Palestinians
earlier this year that killed 19 Israelis,
with several of the attackers coming
from the Jenin area. Dozens of
Palestinians have been killed in these
Israeli army raids. Israel captured the
West Bank in the 1967 Mideast war and
the Palestinians seek it as the heartland
of a future state.
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Sri Lanka's President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa said

Wednesday that he had a
telephone call with Russian
leader Vladimir Putin to
request credit support to
import fuel for the island
nation that is facing its worst
economic crisis in memory.

"Had a very productive
telecon with the Russia
President Vladimir Putin.
While thanking him for all
the support extended by his
govt to overcome the chal-
lenges of the past, I request-
ed an offer of credit support
to import fuel to #lka in
defeating the current econ
challenges," Rajapaksa said in
a tweet.

Western nations largely
have cut off energy imports
from Russia in line with
sanctions over its war on
Ukraine. Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe said
earlier that the government
would look for other sources
first but it has not been suc-
cessful.

Since Russia's invasion of

Ukraine in late February,
global oil prices have sky-
rocketed, prompting a num-
ber of countries to seek out
Russian crude, which is
being offered at steep dis-
counts.

Sri Lanka's economic
crisis has led to a dire fuel
shortage forcing the govern-
ment to shut schools and ask
employees other than those
in essential services to work
from home to cut down on
consuming the limited
stocks. The government said
earlier that no entity is will-
ing to supply oil to Sri Lanka
even for cash because its
petroleum corporation owes
a heavy debt.

Sri Lanka's foreign cur-
rency crunch led to its sus-
pending repayment of for-
eign debt in April pending
outcome of negotiations with
the International Monetary
Fund for a bailout package.
However, Wickremesinghe
told Parliament on Tuesday
that discussions with the
IMF have been complex and
difficult because Sri Lanka is
now a bankrupt nation.

Political instability deepens in Lanka as Aviation Min resigns
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OPEC secretary-general dies,
just weeks shy of departure
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Russian shelling killed at least eight
civilians in Ukraine over the past 24
hours and wounded 25 more,

Ukrainian officials said Wednesday. Pro-
Russia separatists said attacks by Ukrainian
forces killed four civilians.

The Ukrainian presidential office said
Russian forces targeted cities and villages
in the country's southeast, with most civil-
ian casualties occurring in Donetsk
province, where Russia ste pped up its
offensive in recent days.

Gov. Pavlo Kyrylenko said in a
Telegram post that two people died in the
city of Avdiivka, which is located in the
center of the province, and the Donetsk
cities of Sloviansk, Krasnohorivka and
Kurakhove each reported one civilian
killed.

"Every crime will be punished," he
wrote.

Kyrylenko urged the province's more
than 350,000 remaining residents to flee
late Tuesday, saying that evacuating
Donetsk was necessary to save lives and
allow the Ukrainian army to put up a bet-
ter defense against the Russian advance.

Donetsk is part of the Donbas, a most-
ly Russian-speaking industrial area where
Ukraine's most experienced soldiers are
concentrated. Russian President Vladimir
Putin on Monday declared the complete
seizure of the region's other province,
Luhansk, after Ukrainian troops withdrew
from the last city under their country.

Luhansk Gov. Serhiy Haidai denied
Wednesday that the Russians had com-
pletely captured the province. Heavy
fighting continued in villages around
Lysychansk, the city Ukrainians soldiers
withdrew from and which Russian troops
took on Sunday, he said.

"The Russians have paid a high price,
but the Luhansk region is not fully cap-
tured by the Russian army," Haidai said.
"Some settlements have been overrun by

each side several times already."
He accused Russian forces of scorched

earth tactics, "burning down and destroy-
ing everything on their way."

Up to 15,000 residents remain in
Lysychansk and some 8,000 in the near-
by city of Sievierodonetsk, which Russian
and separatist fighters seized last month,
Haidai said.

Pro-Russian separatists have fought
Ukrainian forces and controlled much of
the Donbas for eight years. Before Russia
invaded Ukraine on Feb. 24, Putin recog-
nized the independence of the two self-
proclaimed separatist republics in the
region.

Separatist authorities in Donetsk said
Wednesday that four civilians were killed
and another 14 wounded in Ukrainian
shelling over the past 24 hours. News
reports said shelling hit an ammunition
depot on Tuesday, triggering massive
explosions.

Since Russian forces failed to make
inroads in capturing Kyiv, Ukraine's cap-
ital, Moscow has concentrated its offensive

on seizing the remaining Ukrainian-held
areas of the Donbas.

To the north of Donetsk, Russian
forces also hit Kharkiv, Ukraine's second-
largest city, with missile strikes overnight,
the Kharkiv regional governor said
Wednesday on Telegram.

Three districts of the city were tar-
geted, Gov. Oleh Syniehubov said. One
person was killed and three, including a
toddler, sustained injuries, according to the
governor. A missile struck a building where
military registration takes place. A gov-
ernment building next door remained
intact, and people just steps away glanced
at the wreckage in passing.

Closer to the front line and in a more
abandoned district of the city, first respon-
ders crunched through the debris of
another overnight attack at the national
teaching university in Kharkiv. Pages of
dusty textbooks flapped in the breeze.

The attacks indicated the city, which
is located close to the Russian border, is
unlikely to get a reprieve as the war grinds
on into its fifth month.
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Atop Russian official warned the U.S. Wednesday that it could
face the "wrath of God" if it pursues efforts to help establish

an international tribunal to investigate Russia's action in
Ukraine.

Dmitry Medvedev, the deputy secretary of Russia's Security
Council chaired by President Vladimir Putin, denounced the U.S.
for what he described as its efforts to "spread chaos and destruc-
tion across the world for the sake of 'true democracy.'"

"The entire U.S. history since the times of subjugation of the
native Indian population represents a series of bloody wars,"
Medvedev charged in a long diatribe on his Telegram channel,
pointing out the U.S. nuclear bombing of Japan during World
War II and the war in Vietnam. "Was anyone held responsible
for those crimes? What tribunal condemned the sea of blood
spilled by the U.S. there?"

Responding to the U.S.-backed calls for an international tri-
bunal to prosecute the perceived war crimes by Russia in Ukraine,
Medvedev rejected it as an attempt by the U.S. "to judge others
while staying immune from any trial."

"It won't work with Russia, they know it well," Medvedev con-
cluded. "That's why the rotten dogs of war are barking in such
a disgusting way." "The U.S. and its useless stooges should remem-
ber the words of the Bible: Do not judge and you will not be
judged ... so that the great day of His wrath doesn't come to their
home one day," Medvedev said, referring to the Apocalypse.

The warning follows a series of tough statements from Putin
and his officials that pointed at the Russian nuclear arsenals to
warn the West against interfering with Moscow's action in
Ukraine.

Medvedev, who served as Russia's president in 2008-2012
when Putin shifted into the prime minister's post due to term
limits, was widely seen by the West as more liberal compared
with his mentor.
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Secretary of State Antony
Blinken will see his Chinese

counterpart this week at a
meeting of foreign ministers
from the Group of 20 bloc of
nations that will likely exacer-
bate splits over Russia's war in
Ukraine.

While strained US-China
ties will be the focus of
Blinken's talks with Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi, the
broader G-20 gathering in
Indonesia of leading industri-
alised nations will almost cer-
tainly be overshadowed by the
Ukraine conflict and its effect
on global food and energy
security.

And, Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov will be
there, marking the first time
that he and Blinken will be in
the same room, let alone the
same city, at the same time in
nearly six months.

The State Department
announced Tuesday that
Blinken would meet with Wang
in Bali, but had little to say

about the possibility of him see-
ing Lavrov, who the US has
shunned since the Ukraine
invasion in February. 

US officials have accused
Lavrov and other Russian
diplomats of a lack of serious-
ness in the run-up to the
Ukraine war. 

The Biden administration
has ruled out "business as
usual" with Russia while it
remains in Ukraine and US
officials said there would be no
formal discussions between
Blinken and Lavrov in Bali. But,
they could not rule out the pos-
sibility of a chance encounter,
which would their first since
they last met in Geneva in
January.

"The secretary intends to
engage fully in the G-20. I'm
not going to speak to any plans
on the part of Foreign Minister
Lavrov ... But I can tell you the
secretary will be a full and
active participant in the G-20,
which we see as a valuable
forum," State Department
spokesman Ned Price told
reporters.
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European Commission chief
Ursula von der Leyen said

Wednesday that the 27-nation
Europe Union needs to make
emergency plans to prepare for
a complete cut-off of Russian
gas in the wake of the Kremlin's
war in Ukraine.

The EU has already
imposed sanctions on Russia,
including on some energy sup-
plies, and is gearing away from
Kremlin-controlled deliveries,
but von der Leyen said the bloc
needed to be ready for shock
disruptions coming from
Moscow.

"We also need to prepare
now for further disruption of
gas supply and even a complete
cut-off of Russian gas supply,"
von der Leyen told the EU leg-
islature in Strasbourg, France.
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Aresolution commemorat-
ing the life of Indian

human rights defender Father
Stan Swamy and seeking an
independent investigation into
the death of the Jesuit priest has
been introduced in the US
Congress, Congressman Juan
Vargas has said.

Vargas, the Representative
from the US state of California,
announced that he recently
introduced the resolution in
Congress to commemorate
Swamy "and to encourage an
independent investigation" into
his death.

The resolution, co-spon-
sored by Representatives Andre
Carson and James McGovern,
has been introduced in the US
House of Representatives and
coincides with the first anniver-
sary of 84-year-old Swamy's
death in police custody.

Vargas, a Democratic Party
Congressman, spoke at a webi-
nar titled 'Persecution of
Religious Minorities and their
Defenders in India:
Commemorating Father Stan's
Death in Custody' on Tuesday.

UK MP Neale Hanvey,
MEP Alviina Alametsa (EU),
Senator David Shoebridge
(Australia), and UN Special
Rapporteur Mary Lawlor
addressed the event.

The webinar was co-organ-
ised by Front Line Defenders,
Hindus for Human Rights, the
Humanism Project, India Civil
Watch International, and
Survival International, and co-
sponsored by Adivasi Lives
Matter, Dalit Solidarity Forum,
the Federation of Indian
American Christian Organi-
zations of North America (FIA-
CONA), and the Indian
American Muslim Council, a
joint press release said.

The panelists noted
Swamy's extensive service fight-
ing for the rights of Adivasi
people, it added.

"I am appalled by the abuse
Father Stan faced while in cus-
tody. No one who fights for
human rights should face such
violence and neglect," said
Vargas.
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Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov visited

Vietnam on Wednesday as part
of an effort to bolster ties with
a country that has not openly
condemned its invasion of
Ukraine.

Lavrov, on his way to the
Indonesian island of Bali for a G-
20 meeting, sought to strength-
en ties with Vietnam, which also
has a strong relationship with the
United States.

Lavrov is currently on a trip
to Asia to seek support amid his
country's diplomatic isolation by
the West and punishing sanc-

tions levelled over its invasion of
Ukraine. 

He had visited Mongolia a
day before arriving in Vietnam's
capital Hanoi. 

Mongolia also retains ties

with Moscow but has burgeon-
ing relations with Washington.

The visit comes as the two
countries marked 10 years since
expanding their relationship to
a strategic partnership.

The Soviet Union was a
close backer of Hanoi's
Communist government during
the Vietnam War against the
capitalist south and its American
and other Western allies.

Lavrov is scheduled to
depart Vietnam on Wednesday
afternoon and travel to
Indonesia to attend a meeting of
foreign ministers from the
Group of 20 leading rich and
developing countries.
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For some of the Washington, D.C., residents
who reported for jury duty last month, a pro-

Trump mob's assault on the U.S. Capitol felt like
a personal attack.

Ahead of a trial for a Michigan man charged
in the riot, one prospective juror said a police offi-
cer injured during the melee is a close friend.
Another has friends who are congressional
staffers or journalists who worked at the Capitol
on Jan. 6, 2021. A woman whose boyfriend lived
near the Capitol recalled the terror she felt that
day.

None of them served on the federal jury that
swiftly convicted Anthony Robert Williams of
storming the Capitol to obstruct Congress from
certifying Joe Biden's 2020 presidential electoral
victory.

But their personal connections to the riot
highlight the challenge facing judges and attor-
neys in choosing impartial jurors in Washington
to decide the hundreds of criminal cases stem-
ming from the insurrection - especially as law-
makers hold high-profile public hearings on the
insurrection less than a mile from the courthouse.

One of the most serious cases brought by the
Justice Department in the Capitol attack has
already been delayed after defense attorneys
argued that their clients couldn't get a fair trial

in the midst of televised hearings by the House
committee investigating the riot.

And a growing number of defendants are
pushing to have their trials moved out of
Washington, saying the outcome of the first tri-
als proves that the odds are unfairly stacked
against Jan. 6 defendants in the nation's capital.
"D.C. is a city that, as a whole, feels that it has been
the victim of a crime," attorneys in two cases
against members and associates of the far-right
Oath Keepers extremist group wrote in court
papers seeking to have their trials moved to
Virginia.

Prosecutors and judges see no evidence that
Capitol rioters can't get a fair trial in the district
and believe the process of weeding out biased
jurors is working. Judges presiding over Jan. 6
cases have consistently rejected requests to
move trials, saying the capital has plenty of res-
idents who can serve as fair jurors.

12 killed in Ukraine as Russia
pounds rebel-claimed province
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French Prime
Minister Elisa-

beth Borne said
Wednesday that the
government plans
to nationalize
French electricity
giant EDF amid an
energy crisis aggra-
vated by Russia's
invasion of Ukraine.

The French state now holds
an 84% stake in the company,
one of the world's biggest elec-
tricity producers.

"We must have
full control over
our electricity pro-
duction and per-
formance," Borne
said in her first
major speech to
France's parlia-
ment. "We must
ensure our sover-
eignty in the face to
the consequences

of the war (in Ukraine) and the
colossal challenges to come. ...
That's why I confirm to you the
state's intention to own 100%
of EDF's capital."
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Mumbai: Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) on Wednesday
further liberalised norms to
boost inflows of foreign
exchange, including doubling
the borrowing limit under the
ECB route, amid the rupee
falling against the US dollar.

In a statement, the central
bank said it has been closely
and continuously monitoring
the liquidity conditions in the
forex market and has stepped
in as needed in all its segments
to alleviate dollar tightness
with the objective of ensuring
orderly market functioning.

The measures taken by the
central bank comes in the
backdrop of rupee depreciating
by 4.1 per cent against the US
dollar during the current finan-

cial year so far (up to July 5)
amid the ongoing geopolitical
tensions.

“In order to further diver-
sify and expand the sources of
forex funding so as to mitigate
volatility and dampen global
spillovers”, the central bank
said it has decided to undertake
five measures to enhance forex
inflows while ensuring overall
macroeconomic and financial
stability.

The measures include eas-
ing norms for FPI investment
in debt market, and increasing
the External Commercial
Borrowing (ECB) limit under
the automatic route from USD
750 million or its equivalent per
financial year to USD 1.5 bil-
lion. PTI 
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New Delhi: City Union Bank
on Wednesday said it will raise
�500 crore from qualified insti-
tutional players.

The board of directors at a
meeting approved raising of
further capital through the
QIP route to the tune of �500
crore, City Union Bank said in
a regulatory filing.

The private sector lender
said that its annual general
meeting (AGM) is scheduled to
be held on August 18, 2022,
and it will seek shareholders
approval for the capital raise
plan. The lender said that last
year also it obtained share-
holders’ approval for raising
capital through QIP but it did-
n’t utilised the same.

Shares of CUB closed at
�141.55 apiece on BSE, up by
1.11 per cent from previous
close. PTI
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Mumbai: Italian supercar maker Automobili
Lamborghini on Wednesday launched the
Aventador Ultimae Coupé in India, weeks
after it showcased the limited edition Aventador
LP 780-4 Ultimae Roadster in the domestic mar-
ket.

The company said it will make only 350
units of the Ultimae Coupe and 250 of the
Roadster globally.

Lamborghini, however, did not disclose the
prices of the Aventador Ultimae Coupé.

“We are delighted to unveil the first
Aventador LP 780-4 Ultimae Coupé in the coun-
try. Limited to 350 units of Coupé version world-
wide, the Ultimae has the highest-performing
naturally aspirated V12 engine in Lamborghini
history as well as sophisticated technical solu-
tions and unrivalled styling,” said Sharad
Agarwal, head of Lamborghini India.

It is the most powerful Aventador ever built,

and “we are thrilled to introduce it to our
Lamborghini clients and enthusiasts in India,”
he said.

The Aventador LP 780-4 Ultimae Coupé
comes in a single-tone, purple configuration,
with lines and details such as the front splitter’s
outline and ‘teeth’ picked out in purple, among
others, the company said. PTI
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Mumbai: Benchmark stock
indices Sensex and Nifty
rebounded over 1 per cent on
Wednesday following buying in
FMCG, financials and auto
stocks amid softening crude oil
prices and foreign funds turn-
ing net buyers of domestic
equities after a long gap.

The 30-share BSE barom-
eter climbed 616.62 points or
1.16 per cent to settle at
53,750.97 as 25 of its shares
ended in the green. During the
day, it rallied 684.96 points or
1.28 per cent to 53,819.31.

The NSE Nifty shot up
178.95 points or 1.13 per cent
to 15,989.80 with 40 con-
stituents posting gains.

Among Sensex shares,
Bajaj Finserv, Bajaj Finance,
Hindustan Unilever, Asian
Paints, Titan, Maruti Suzuki
India, Kotak Mahindra Bank
and Nestle were the major
gainers.

Power Grid, NTPC,
Reliance Industries, Larsen &
Toubro and Tata Steel were the
laggards.

Softening crude oil prices,
FIIs repositioning to net buy-
ers and strong business data
from lenders boosted domes-
tic equities, Vinod Nair, Head
of Research at Geojit Financial
Services, said.

Crude prices fell sharply
by 10 per cent on Tuesday
which “boosted the appetite for
consumption, chemicals, logis-
tics and OMCs as it will reduce
the cost burden of these sec-
tors”, Nair said.

In the broader market, the
BSE midcap gauge jumped
1.76 per cent and smallcap
index climbed 0.94 per cent.

Among the BSE sectoral
indices, auto jumped 2.73 per
cent, followed by consumer dis-
cretionary goods & services
(2.47 per cent), FMCG (2.45
per cent), consumer durables
(2.42 per cent) and realty (2.39
per cent).

Energy and metal were the
only laggards.

“According to preliminary
data made public on the NSE,
FIIs became net purchasers on
July 5 for the first time since
May 30, purchasing shares
worth Rs 1,295.84 crore,” Mohit
Nigam, Head - PMS at Hem
Securities, said.

Elsewhere in Asia, markets
in Tokyo, Shanghai, Hong
Kong and Seoul ended lower
on Wednesday.

European markets were
trading higher in mid-session
deals.

The US markets ended
mostly higher on Tuesday.

Meanwhile, international
oil benchmark Brent crude
jumped 2.43 per cent to USD
105.3 per barrel. PTI 

New Delhi: With an aim to
reduce pollution and intro-
duce more fuel-efficient vehi-
cles, the Government has pro-
posed to make it mandatory for
light, medium and heavy duty
motor vehicles of various cat-
egories to comply with fuel
consumption standards from
April 2023, according to an
official statement.

The statement said the
continued compliance to fuel
consumption standards  shall
be verified as per the procedure
of conformity of production,
outlined in the Automotive
Industry Standard 149.

“The Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways
(MoRTH) has issued a notifi-
cation dated 1st July 2022,
amending Rule 115 G of the
Central Motor Vehicle Rules
(CMVR) 1989, to include com-
pliance with Fuel Consumption
Standards (FCS), for light,
medium and heavy duty motor
vehicles of various categories,
manufactured in, or imported
by, India,” it said.

Prior to this notification,
the statement said, compli-

ance with annual fuel con-
sumption standard was applic-
able to vehicles of M1 catego-
ry (motor vehicle used for car-
riage of passengers, comprising
not more than 8 seats, in addi-
tion to the driver’s seat) with
Gross Vehicle Weight (GVW)
up to 3.5 tonnes.

The MoRTH in a state-
ment said the aim of this noti-
fication is to expand the ambit
of vehicles for compliance with
FCS, and hence introduce more
fuel efficient vehicles.

The statement further said
the date of applicability of this
notification is April 1, 2023 and
comments have been invited
from all stakeholders within 30
days from the date of the noti-
fication. PTI
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Mumbai, Jul 6 (PTI) The
rupee recovered from its all-
time low to close 3 paise high-
er at 79.30 (provisional) against
the US dollar on Wednesday
after a sharp fall in crude oil
and foreign fund inflows.

At the interbank forex
market, the local unit opened
at 79.29 against the greenback
and witnessed an intra-day
high of 79.24 and a low of
79.37. It finally settled at 79.30,
a rise of 3 paise over its previ-
ous close. In the previous ses-
sion, the rupee had closed at an
all-time low of 79.33 against the
US dollar.

“The Indian rupee recov-
ered on Wednesday from lower
levels on positive domestic
equities and sharp decline in
crude oil prices. FII inflows also
supported Rupee,” Anuj
Choudhary Research Analyst,
Sharekhan by BNP Paribas
said, adding that firm Dollar
capped sharp gains.

A firm tone in the US
Dollar and deteriorating glob-
al risk sentiments weighed on
the investor sentiment.

“Any further foreign

inflows may support the Rupee.
Crude oil prices slipped below
USD 100/barrel yesterday. If
crude sustains below USD 100
mark, it may support Rupee at
lower levels,” Choudhary said.

Traders would be looking
at Federal Open Market
Committee (FOMC) minutes
too for clues to the Fed’s pos-
sible rate hike paths,
Choudhary said, adding that
rupee may trade in the range of
78.50-80 in the next couple of
sessions.

On the domestic equity
market front, the BSE Sensex
ended 616.62 points or 1.16 per
cent higher at 53,750.97, while
the broader NSE Nifty
advanced 178.95 points or 1.13
per cent to 15,989.80. PTI

Mumbai: State Bank of India
(SBI) on Wednesday said it has
renewed the Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with
the Indian Air Force for the
Defence Salary Package (DSP)
scheme.

Under this scheme, it will
offer various benefits and fea-
tures to all serving and retired
Air Force personnel and their
families. The lender offers
extensive benefits to the Air
Force personnel such as com-
plimentary personal accidental
insurance, air accidental insur-
ance, and additional cover in
case of on-duty death (during
action), a release said.

Insurance cover for per-
manent total disability / partial
disability is also available.

“At SBI, we endeavor to
support the undying efforts of
the Air Force personnel in
securing the safety of our
nation and its citizens. We will
continue to provide tailor-
made solutions to defence per-
sonnel under our flagship
defence salary scheme,” the
bank’s Chairman Dinesh Khara
said in the release.

The bank said in case of
death of the Air Force person-
nel, the family of the deceased
is provided with add-on covers
for child education and mar-
riage of girl child.

Additionally, the retired
personnel will be eligible for
complimentary personal acci-
dental insurance, irrespective of
their age. PTI
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New Delhi: Gold prices in the
national capital on Wednesday
fell by �760 to �51,304 per 10
grams, according to HDFC
Securities.

In the previous trade, the
yellow metal settled at �52,064
per 10 grams.

Silver also tumbled by
�1,276 to �56,930 per kg from
�58,206 per kg in the previous
trade.

In the international mar-
ket, gold was trading higher at
USD 1,770 per ounce while sil-
ver was flat at USD 19.94 per
ounce.

“Gold prices traded firm
with spot gold prices at
COMEX trading 0.35 per cent
up at USD 1,770 per ounce,”
said Tapan Patel, Senior
Analyst (Commodities) at
HDFC Securities. PTI
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New Delhi: Power trading
solutions provider PTC India
traded all-time high volume of
87,515 million units during
2021-22, registering a growth of
9 per cent as compared to the
previous fiscal, according to a
company statement.

In the March quarter, the
trade volume increased by 6
per cent to 17,329 MUs from
16,279 MUs in the same peri-
od a year ago.

Earnings per share (EPS)
stood at �14.35 per share for
2021-22 on a standalone basis.

Its consulting income for
the March quarter has grown
by 24 per cent to �11.25 crore
vis-a-vis �9.05 crore in the
corresponding quarter of FY21.

Rajib K Mishra, CMD In-
charge and Director (M&BD)
at PTC India, said, “The com-
pany has exceeded the bench-

mark of all-time high traded
volumes set last year. PTC has
traded over 87 billion units for
the financial year 2021-22.
While the seasonality in a par-
ticular quarter is a function of

supply-demand dynamics,
resulting in a 6 per cent growth
in quarter four volumes.”

He said the power demand
continues to rise as economic
activities have resumed fully

post Covid-led disruptions.
The growth has been pri-

marily driven by short term
trades and the exchange trad-
ed segments, he added.

“As always, PTC continues
to trade in every segment of the
market. The availability of coal,
sustainable power from renew-
able sources and weather dri-
ven electricity demand pat-
terns are new challenges of the
sector which also present
opportunities for bespoke solu-
tions,” he said.

The company is develop-
ing its technology solutions and
service offering for the evolv-
ing market, he added.

“Our consultancy business
continues to make deeper
inroads with a 24 per cent
increase in consultancy income
and winning orders in newer
and complex segments. 

New Delhi: Ratings agency
ICRA on Wednesday
announced the appointment of
Anand Iyer as its Group Chief
Technology Officer.

Iyer will be responsible for
driving the digital strategy for
ICRA Limited at group level
and its subsidiaries to strength-
en company’s technological
capabilities, thought leader-
ship, and contribute to the
growth of the group.

“Establishing a Group
CTO role within ICRA is crit-
ical as we continue the journey
of our digital initiatives to sup-
port its strategic growth plans,”
Ramnath Krishnan, MD and
Group CEO at ICRA Ltd, said.

Iyer comes with 24 years
of experience in the financial
services sector. PTI
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New Delhi: The Government
has notified certain procedur-
al changes in the GST rules,
including those related to
threshold, for filing annual
returns for the 2021-22 fiscal,
a move that will help ease the
compliance burden on small
players.

The changes were vetted by
the Goods and Services Tax
(GST) Council at its meeting
last week.

With the amendments
notified by the Central Board
of Indirect Taxes and Customs
(CBIC), businesses have also
been allowed to make tax pay-
ments on the GSTN portal by
using IMPS and UPI payment
modes.

Businesses with aggregate
annual turnover of up to Rs 2
crore in the fiscal ended March
31, 2022 are exempt from fil-
ing annual returns for 2021-22,
as per the amended rules.

KPMG in India Partner
(Indirect Tax) Abhishek Jain
said these changes will help the
small players in undertaking
compliances, and will lighten
the burden for taxpayers with
less than Rs 2 crore turnover to
the extent of filing of annual
returns under GST.

AMRG & Associates

Senior Partner Rajat Mohan
said other important changes
include extension of time-limit
specified under Section 73
(determination of tax) under
the GST Act for issuance of an
order for FY 2017-18 to
September 30, 2023.

However, no extensions
have been provided for any
other financial year.

“In relation to the delayed
filing of refund applications
during the COVID period
(March 1, 2020 to February 28,
2022), suitable extension has
been granted that will enable
numerous exporters to encash
the refunds stuck in litiga-
tion,” Mohan said.

Jain said that considering
the COVID scenario of the last
two years for India, the gov-
ernment has extended the lim-
itation period under GST for

issuance of notice to taxpayers
who have not paid/ short paid
the tax due. Similarly, relax-
ation in limitation is granted for
filing refunds.

“While the intention of the
government is to curb revenue
leakage, this change keeps the
businesses exposed to depart-
mental audits and assessments
for some additional time. This
being said, this change also
ensures that genuine taxpayers
are not denied their refund
claims,” Jain added.

According to Mohan, the
manner of calculation of inter-
est on delayed payment of tax
has been notified and that
would help taxpayers in mak-
ing precise calculation of the
tax dues.

As per the amended rules,
every invoice issued by an
MSME supplier will have a
standard declaration printed on
invoice regarding non-applic-
ability of e-invoice.

Also, cash ledger balance
can be transferred from one
GST registered entity to anoth-
er under the same PAN.

The changes were
approved by the GST Council,
comprising finance ministers of
Centre and state, at its June 28-
29 meeting. PTI
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New Delhi: Post-production
in the agriculture sector is def-
initely a challenge and the gov-
ernment has taken many steps
to build necessary infrastruc-
ture to address this issue by set-
ting up of eNAM and other
facilities, Agriculture Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar said on
Wednesday.

To address the post-pro-
duction challenges, Tomar said
the government has connected
about 1,000 regulated whole-
sale mandis with electronic
National Agriculture Market
(e-NAM) so far, sanctioned Rs
9,500 crore for 13,000 projects
under the Agri-Infra Fund,

and encouraging setting up of
farmer producer organisations
(FPOs) besides promoting
technologies like drones.

“Not production, but post
production is definitely a prob-
lem today,” Tomar said address-
ing a conference on ‘Getting
Agriculture Markets right’

organised jointly by National
Stock Exchange and 
ICRIER.      

Tomar also mentioned
that efforts to address the post-
production issues were made
from time to time in the past
but desired results could not be
achieved.

However, in the last eight
years, several steps have been
taken to fix the post-produc-
tion issues so that farmers get
better prices and their income
improves, he said.

He also said that there is
a good market for organic
products as their exports have
risen. PTI
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New Delhi: The minimum
support price on agri crops
should continue as long as
markets become competitive
and efficient, but it should be
given through means other
than procurement, govern-
ment think-tank Niti Aayog
member Ramesh Chand said
on Wednesday.

Chand -- while addressing
a conference on ‘Getting agri-
culture markets right’ -- organ-
ised jointly by National Stock
Exchange and ICRIER -- said:
“Deficiency Pricing Payment
(DPP)’ is one such means of
giving MSP (Minimum
Support Price) to farmers, but
cautioned that DPP cannot be

stopped once implemented.
Under DPP, the difference

between the open market price
and MSP is given to farmers, he
said, adding that it has been
implemented in some states
like Madhya Pradesh.

MSP is a minimum price
at which the government
undertakes procurement. MSP
is fixed for 22-23 crops. Rice
and wheat are largely procured
crops by the government.

“In some cases, MSP is jus-
tified in times of volatility in
prices and glut. I feel what mat-
ters is how we give MSP to
farmers. ...MSP has to be there
as long as markets are not com-
petitive and efficient. PTI
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New Delhi: Cooking gas LPG
price on Wednesday was hiked
by �50 per cylinder, the third
increase in rates since May on
firming international energy
prices.

Non-subsidised LPG now
costs �1,053 per 14.2-kg cylin-
der in the national capital, up
from �1,003 previously, accord-
ing to a price notification of
state-owned fuel retailers.

Common households pay
non-subsidised rates for the
cooking gas they buy, after the
government restricted subsidy
to just poor beneficiaries who
got connections under the
Ujjwala scheme.

This is the third increase
in the LPG rate since May and
the fourth this year. The price
was hiked by �50 per cylinder
on March 22 and again by the
same quantum on May 7. Rates
went up by �3.50 per cylinder
on May 19.

Prices have gone up by
�244 per cylinder since June
2021. Of this, �153.50 increase
happened since March 2022.

Petrol and diesel prices,
however, continue to be on

freeze for the third straight
month. The pause followed
rates being hiked by a record
�10 per litre in a matter of 16
days beginning March 22.

In May, the government
cut excise duty on petrol by �8
per litre and diesel by �6 per
litre to cool soaring inflation.

At that time, the govern-
ment also stated that �200 per
cylinder subsidy on cooking
gas will be limited to only 9
crore poor women and other
beneficiaries who got free con-
nections under the Ujjwala
scheme and the remaining

users including households will
pay the market price (also
known as non-subsidised rate).

Originally, non-subsidised
cooking gas was the one that
consumers used to buy after
exhausting their quota of 12
cylinders at subsidised or
below-market rates. However,
the government stopped paying
subsidy on LPG to households
in mid-2020. Non-subsidised
LPG costs �1,052.50 per 14.2-
kg cylinder in Mumbai, while
it is priced at �1,079 a bottle in
Chennai and Rs 1,068.50 in
Kolkata. PTI
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Former champion Simona Halep
said she is playing her "best ten-
nis" as she set up a Wimbledon

semi-final clash with Kazakhstan's
Elena Rybakina on Wednesday.

Halep, the 2019 winner, comfort-
ably reached her third semi-final at
the All England Club with a 6-2, 6-
4 victory over Amanda Anisimova of
the United States.

Russian-born Rybakina became
the first player representing
Kazakhstan to reach a Grand Slam
semi-final when she defeated Ajla
Tomljanovic of Australia, 4-6, 6-2, 6-
3.

"Definitely this is my best tennis,"
said Halep, who missed last year's
Wimbledon with a calf injury.

"I am trying to build my confi-
dence back, and it's good."

The Romanian 16th seed, who
was also French Open champion in
2018, broke Anisimova's serve four
times in the match, wrapping up vic-
tory in just over an hour.

"It's great to be back in the semi-
finals," said the former world num-
ber one. "I'm very emotional right
now. It means a lot."

The 30-year-old took charge
early in the match on Centre Court,
racing into a 5-1 lead and taking the
set 6-2.

It was a similar story in the sec-
ond set, with Halep again dominat-
ing and going 5-1 up with a double
break.

Anisimova dug deep, earning her
own break of serve when Halep
served for the match but the
Romanian stayed calm to serve out
for the win.

"I had to stay strong on my legs
-- they helped me today," said Halep,
who has not dropped a set at

Wimbledon this year.
"I also needed my serve -- every-

thing was good, and it finished
well."
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Rybakina came from behind to

reach her first Grand Slam semi-final,
firing 15 aces past Tomljanovic,

who had also made the last-eight in
2021.

"It is amazing. I am really
happy to be into the semi-final. It
was a really tough match," said the
23-year-old Moscow-born player.

"I started a bit slow, I didn't
serve that well.

"Maybe I was nervous. She

played really well and was defend-
ing really good but I just tried to
focus on my serve and try to find
my way and in the end I found it."

Rybakina switched nationality
in 2018. This year Russian and
Belarusian players are banned from
Wimbledon following the invasion
of Ukraine.

Rybakina fired five aces in the
first set but her 10 winners were
cancelled out by her 10 unforced
errors.

The steadier Tomljanovic did
not concede a break point while a
single break in the third game was
enough to hand her the opener.

Back came Moscow-born

Rybakina with a triple break in the
second set to level the tie.

She swept through the decider
and despite being broken when
serving for the match in the seventh
game, she made no mistake in the
ninth with another ace sealing the
win.

Halep and Rybakina have met

three times so far, with the
Romanian holding a 2-1 edge.

Their most recent clash came at
the 2021 US Open, when Halep
came out on top in three sets in the
third round.

"It is a big challenge for me. We
have already played a few times and
it was a tough battle," said Rybakina.
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Two-time Olympic medallist
PV Sindhu had to toil

before emerging victorious in
the opening round of the
Malaysia Masters while com-
patriot Saina Nehwal made a

second consecutive first-round
exit here on Wednesday.

The seventh-seeded
Sindhu took close to an hour
to knock out China's He Bing
Jiao 21-13, 17-21, 21-15 and
move to the second round.

With this win, world num-

ber seven Sindhu exacted
revenge for her first-round
exit from the Indonesia Open
Super 1000 last month, when
Bing Jiao had defeated her in
straight games. The Chinese
though still leads the head to
head 10-9.

London Olympics Bronze
medallist Saina, on the other
hand, squandered a one-game
lead to go down 21-16, 17-21,
14-21 to Kim Ga Eun of South
Korea.

The world number 24
Indian had also made a first-

round exit from the Malaysia
Open Super 750 tournament
last week.

In the men's singles, HS
Prannoy sailed into the second
round after he claimed a com-
fortable 21-19, 21-14 victory
over Frenchman Brice

Leverdez.
In the other men's singles

events, B Sai Praneeth and
Parupalli Kashyap also moved
to the second round, but with
contrasting wins.

While Praneeth hardly
broke a sweat against Kevin

Cordon, registering an easy 21-
8, 21-9 win over the
Guatemalan in less than half an
hour, Kashyap came back from
a one-game deficit to beat
local favourite Tommy
Sugiarto 16-21, 21-16, 21-16.

Praneeth will take on Li

Shi Feng in the pre-quarterfi-
nals.

However, it was the end of
the road for Sameer Verma,
who went down fighting to
fourth seed Chinese Taipei
shuttler Chou Tien Chen 21-
10, 12-21, 14-21.
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Nick Kyrgios advanced to the
semifinals at a Grand Slam

tournament for the first time by
beating Cristian Garin 6-4, 6-3, 7-
6 (5) on Centre Court at
Wimbledon.

Kyrgios reached the quarterfi-
nals at the All England Club when
he made his debut at the grass-
court major in 2014 but this year
was his first time getting back to
that stage.

The Australian is the lowest
ranked and first unseeded men's
semifinalist since 2008. He is cur-
rently ranked 40th.

Kyrgios will face either two-
time champion Rafael Nadal or
Taylor Fritz in the semifinals on
Friday.

Coco Gauff and Jack Sock
have been eliminated from the
mixed doubles tournament at
Wimbledon.

The American pair lost to
Australian duo Sam Stosur and
Matthew Ebden in the semifinals
6-3, 5-7, 7-5 on No. 3 Court.

Both Gauff and Sock reached
the third round in the singles tour-
naments. Stosur and Ebden will
face either Sania Mirza and Mate
Pavic or Desirae Krawczyk and
Neal Skupski in the final.
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Experimentation will go out of the
window as India will get down to
finalising their best eleven for the

World Cup during the three-match
T20 series against an ultra-aggressive
England, beginning here on Thursday.

Skipper Rohit Sharma, who missed
the fifth Test in Birmingham after
contracting COVID-19, will be travel-
ling to the port city on Wednesday and
is expected to feature in the series-open-
er.

Test players including Virat Kohli,
Jasprit Bumrah, Ravindra Jadeja,
Shreyas Iyer and Rishabh Pant will join
the T20 squad from the second game
onwards.

Their absence would give fringe
players like Ruturaj Gaikwad and Sanju
Samson one more game to make a state-
ment though they seem to have fallen
in the pecking order in India's list of
probables for the World Cup in
Australia.

A niggle meant Gaikwad could not
open alongside Ishan Kishan in the two
games in Ireland and if Rohit is back,
he will have to warm the bench once
again.

Kishan has done reasonably well in
the chances that he has got and he will
look to strengthen his position in the
team as a reserve opener with a sub-
stantial knock against the mighty
England.

With Kohli expected to be back at
number three from game two, Deepak
Hooda will be aiming for another
match-winning effort to keep himself
in the mix.

With a century and 47 not out
against Ireland, Hooda has certainly
made it tougher for the team manage-
ment to keep him out of the eleven.

The uncapped duo of Rahul
Tripathi and Arshdeep Singh have not
been included for second and third T20
and it is unlikely they will get a look in
on Thursday.

Suryakumar Yadav, who made a
comeback from injury against Ireland,
could not get going in the games in
Malahide and will be backing himself
to get back to his innovative best. He
and Hooda were amongst the runs in
the warm-up against Derbyshire last
week.

In the bowling department, pacer
Umran Malik will be brimming with
confidence after defending 17 runs in
the last over of a high-scoring second
T20 against Ireland. However, he
remains a work in progress and
needs to improve on his accuracy.

The pacers including the sea-
soned Bhuvneshwar Kumar and wily
Harshal Patel were stunned by the

Irish attack and against a tougher
opposition, they will have to be at
their best.

Yuzvendra Chahal will be expect-
ed to replace Ravi Bishnoi in the play-
ing eleven.

India have about 15 T20 games to
play before the T20 World Cup in
Australia in October -- three against
England in the current series, five
against the West Indies (July 29-
August 7), about 5 in Asia Cup
(August-September) and three against

Australia (September).
The England series will mark the

beginning of the process to identify
its best XI for the marquee event.

For England, the series marks the
beginning of the Jos Buttler era fol-
lowing the retirement of Eoin
Morgan.

Ben Stokes and star of the fifth
Test against India, Jonny Bairstow,
have been rested from the series.

However, there is enough fire-
power in the England batting to rat-
tle the opposition.

B oth Butt ler  and Liam
Livingstone showed devastating form
in the IPL and would be looking to
build on that.

����� ��!	

India's star wicketkeeper-batter Rishabh Pant blazed
his way into a career-best fifth position in the latest

ICC Test rankings announced on Wednesday, even as
the out-of-form Virat Kohli dropped out of top-10 for
the first time in six years.

Pant's meteoric rise in the rankings comes after his
heroics in the recently-held COVID-delayed fifth Test
between India and England in which he scored 146 and
57 across two innings.

It is worth mentioning that Pant scored two tons
and three half centuries in his last six Test innings.

However, former India skipper Kohli dropped four
places to 13th in the batting rankings, thanks to a pro-
longed lean run.

Interestingly, it is for the first time in six years that
Kohli has found himself out of  top 10 in the Test rank-
ings.

Current Indian captain Rohit Sharma, who missed
the Edgbaston Test after testing positive for COVID-
19, also dropped one place in the rankings.

England batter Joe Root, who reigned supreme at
Edbagston with a sublime 142 in England's second
innings, consolidated his position at the top of the rank-
ings with 923 points, with Australians Marnus
Labuschagne and Steve Smith taking the second and
third positions respectively.

Jonny Bairstow, who is in the form of his life and
played a pivotal role in guiding England to a historic
victory with his unbeaten 114, climbed 11 places to 10th
in the rankings.

Bairstow has so far scored 1218 runs at an average
of 55.36 with six centuries in the current ICC World
Test Championship cycle. 
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England: Jos Buttler (Captain),
Moeen Ali, Harry Brook, Sam
Curran, Richard Gleeson, Chris
Jordan, Liam Livingstone, Dawid
Malan, Tymal Mills, Matthew
Parkinson, Jason Roy, Phil Salt, Reece
Topley and David Willey.
India: Rohit Sharma (Captain), Ishan
Kishan, Ruturaj Gaekwad, Sanju
Samson, Suryakumar Yadav, Deepak
Hooda, Rahul Tripathi, Dinesh
Karthik (wk), Hardik Pandya,
Venkatesh Iyer, Yuzvendra Chahal,
Axar Patel, Ravi Bishnoi,
Bhuvneshwar Kumar, Harshal Patel,
Avesh Khan, Arshdeep Singh, Umran
Malik.
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INDIA BEGIN PREPS TO PICK BEST WT20 ELEVEN
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Shikhar Dhawan was on
Wednesday named India

captain for the three ODIs
against the West Indies in the
absence of regular skipper
Rohit Sharma, while Virat
Kohli and Rishabh Pant were
among those who have been
rested for the series beginning
on July 22 in Port of Spain,
Trinidad.

Two other senior players,
Jasprit  Bumrah and
Mohammad Shami have also
been rested. Hardik Pandya,
who recently made his India
comeback following a suc-
cessful IPL, is also not a part
of the side.

Deepak Hooda, Sanju
Samson, Ruturaj Gaikwad and
Avesh Khan, who are not
part of ODI squad for the
series in England beginning
July 12, have been included in
the 16-member team for the
West Indies tour.

Shubman Gill, who last
played an ODI in December
2020, has also got the selec-
tors' nod.

Ravindra Jadeja has been
named Dhawan's deputy for
the series.

Dhawan, who only plays
ODI, had first captained the
side during the tour of Sri
Lanka last year when the Test
specialists were in England.

There has been criticism
from some quarters regarding
the appointment of too many
captains of the Indian team
over the past one year with
Bumrah, Pant, Rahul, Hardik,
Dhawan leading the side due
to scheduling and injury

issues, and as part of work-
load management.

All the three games will
be played in Port of Spain.

The games in the West
Indies are the only ODIs
India will play before the T20
World Cup in Australia and
therefore, senior players being
rested doesn't come entirely
as a surprise.

After the ODIs, India will
play five T20Is against the
West Indies in the Caribbean
and the United States, the
squad for which is yet to be
announced.

Considering every T20I
game is important before the
World Cup in Australia, the
senior players are likely to
return for the five-match
series to be played from July
29 to August 7. The T20I
matches will be played in
Trinidad,  St  Kitts  and
Lauderhill in Florida.
ODI Squad: Shikhar Dhawan
(captain), Ravin dra Jadeja
(vice-captain),  Ruturaj
Gaikwad, Shubman Gill,
Deepak Hooda, Suryakumar
Yadav, Shreyas Iyer, Ishan
Kishan (wk), Sanju Samson
(wk),  Shardul  Thakur,
Yuzvendra Chahal, Axar
Patel, Avesh Khan, Prasidh
Krishna,  Mohd Siraj,
Arshdeep Singh. 
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