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After the fall of the Uddhav-
led alliance Government in

Maharashtra, the Congress
leadership now seems to be
concerned about its coalition
Government in Jharkhand.

The Jharkhand Mukti
Morcha (JMM) seems to be
veering closer to the BJP with
Chief Minister Hemant Soren
calling on Home Minister Amit
Shah in Delhi a couple of days
ago and his party all set to sup-
port NDA nominee Droupadi
Murmu in the Presidential
election. Soren is already fac-
ing heat from Central probing
agencies over allegations of
allotting mining leases to him-
self and his family members.

While the senior party
leaders of the JMM and the
Congress maintained that the
mandate of people of the State
will be respected, a senior BJP
functionary told The Pioneer

that after Maharashtra the
party will focus on  Jharkhand.
“Last year  in July-August we
tried to oust the alliance
Government in Jharkhand, but
could not succeed,” the BJP
functionary said.  

The first sign of fissures in
the JMM-Congress alliance
began with the JMM rejecting
Congress’ demand for a Rajya
Sabha seat and instead fielding
its own candidate. This was fol-
lowed  by JMM’s reluctance to
back Opposition nominee
Yashwant Sinha in the
Presidential election.   

Refusing that his party
was planning to topple the
Soren Government, Jharkhand
BJP chief Deepak Prakash told
The Pioneer, “We are not into
such tactics. We are playing the
role of a constructive
Opposition only and in the
interest of the people of the
State.  This JMM-Congress
Government is full of corrupt
people and half way mark the
Government has shown no
sign of development. What
can you say when the CM him-
self is embroiled in corrup-
tion?” 
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After playing a crucial role in
the fall of the Uddhav

Thackeray-led MVA
Government in Maharashtra,
in a astute political move, the
BJP on Thursday stunned its
political rivals by anointing
rebel Shiv Sena Minister and
Maratha leader Eknath Shinde
as the Chief Minister and its
own former Chief Minister
and senior party leader
Devendra Fadnavis, a Brahmin,
as the Deputy Chief Minister.

A day after late Sena chief
Bal Thackeray’s son Uddhav
resigned as the Chief Minister
after his once-trusted senior
party colleague rebelled against
him and reduced his
Government into a “minority”,
58-year-old Shinde staked a
formal claim for late
Balasaheb’s legacy — by invok-
ing the blessings of the late
Sena chief during his swearing-
in ceremony as the CM and
posting his old photo along
with late Thackeray on his
twitter handle.

Apart from invoking the
blessings of late Thackeray,
Shinde also invoked the name
of late Thane district Shiv Sena
chief Anand Dighe who was
considered the Bal Thackeray
of Thane. 

Shinde’s reverence to Dighe
should be seen in the light of
the fact that Shinde, who was
an autorickshaw driver in
Thane, has come up through
the Sena ranks from being a
Shakha pramukh to a senior
minister and now the CM.  

The Central BJP leadership
— which right from the day
orchestrated the developments
within the ruling Shiv Sena

arising out of Shinde’s rebel-
lion that saw him move out of
the party with 30-odd rebel
MLAs to Surat in the BJP-
ruled Gujarat and later to
Guwahati and Goa pulled a
rabbit out of its hat as it pre-
vailed upon a reluctant
Fadnavis to take oath as the
Deputy Chief Minister under
the rebel Sena leader.
Ironically enough, Shinde had
earlier worked as a senior
minister for five years in the
Fadnavis’  Cabinet t i l l
September-October 2019.

Shinde and Fadnavis were
sworn into the office as the
Chief Minister and Deputy
Chief Minister respectively by
Maharashtra Governor
Bhagat Singh Koshyari at a
hurriedly called ceremony at
Raj Bhavan in south Mumbai.

By making Shinde the CM
instead of its own leader
Fadnavis, the BJP wants to
take away public sympathy
from Uddhav who is being
perceived as the victim of
machinations of the BJP.
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In its second successful com-
mercial mission in a week,

ISRO launched three foreign
satellites in precise orbit from
the spaceport here on Thursday
onboard PSLV C53, with the
agency’s trusted launch vehicle
again living up to its reputation
of being a reliable rocket.

PSLV-C53 is the second
dedicated commercial mission
of NewSpace India Limited
(NSIL), the commercial arm of
ISRO which had on June 23
launched GSAT-24 in its first
“demand-driven” communi-
cation satellite mission post
space sector reforms, leasing
the entire capacity on board to

Direct-to-Home (DTH) ser-
vice provider Tata Play.

On Thursday, the four-
stage, 44.4 metre tall PSLV-C53
that blasted off from the sec-
ond launch pad of Satish
Dhawan Space Centre, placed
the three Singapore satellites-
-DS-EO, NeuSAR and
SCOOB-1 in intended orbit of
570 km. ISRO chairman S
Somanath said the rocket
placed the three customer
satellites “in the precise orbit of
570 km with a 10 degree incli-
nation” and congratulated
NSIL for accomplishing “yet
another major mission this
month itself,” the earlier one
being the GSAT launch last
week.
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New Delhi: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Thursday
congratulated Eknath Shinde
and Devendra Fadnavis on
taking as Maharashtra Chief
Minister and Deputy Chief
Minister respectively and
expressed confidence that they
will take the State to greater
heights.

In tweets soon after they

were sworn in, Modi said, “I
would like to congratulate Shri
Eknath Shinde on taking oath
as Maharashtra CM. A grass-
roots level leader, he brings
with him rich political, legisla-
tive and administrative expe-
rience. I am confident that he
will work towards taking
Maharashtra to greater
heights.”

“Congratulations to
Devendra Fadnavis on taking
oath as Maharashtra Deputy
CM. He is an inspiration for
every BJP Karyakarta. His
experience and expertise will
be an asset for the Government.
I am certain he will further
strengthen Maharashtra’s
growth trajectory,” said the
Prime Minister. 
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Amassive landslide hit a
town in western Manipur

killing seven Territorial Army
(TA) jawans and one civilian
while 13 others were injured
on Wednesday night.
Operations continued on
Thursday to rescue several
people feared trapped under
the debris at Tupul yard rail-
way construction camp.

Many of those killed
belonged to the TA who
guarded a major railway line
construction site, officials
said. The landslide also
obstructed the flow of the Ijie
river, creating a dam-like
water body that could lead to
flooding and environmental
disaster if the debris were to
be cleared.

Residents have been asked
to take precautions and not let
children go near the river. The
district administration is in
touch with national and State

disaster management agen-
cies for search, rescue and
relief operations. Manipur
Chief Minister N Biren Singh
held an emergency meeting. 
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Sajid Majeed Mir, one of the
most wanted terrorists and

the main handler of the 2008
Mumbai attacks who was once
declared dead by Pakistan, will
be interrogated by authorities
here for his role in the deadly
carnage, an official said on
Thursday.

Mir, 43, a member of the
banned Lashkar-e-Tayyeba
(LeT) terrorist group, was jailed
for over 15 years in a terror-
financing case by an Anti-
Terrorism Court (ATC) in
Lahore earlier this month as
part of Pakistan’s bid to exit
from the grey list of the FATF.

“A Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) team will inter-
rogate Mir in Gujranwala jail
for his alleged role in the
Mumbai Attack case,” a senior
FIA officer associated with the
probe of the 26/11 case, told
PTI.

He is imprisoned in the
Central Jail Gujranwala, some
80 km from here.

Mir has been convicted in
a separate terror financing case
that has nothing to do with the
Mumbai attack case. The FIA
official said Mir was earlier
declared a proclaimed offend-
er in this case.
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Two hours after former
Chief Minister Devendra

Fadnavis on Thursday made
it clear that he would not be
part of the new Maharashtra
Government, BJP president
JP Nadda announced that
the party’s Central leadership
has decided that Fadnavis
will be  part of the new dis-
pensation as Deputy Chief
Minister under the Chief
Ministership of  Eknath
Shinde.

Fadnavis is seen as the
real architect of the fall of the

Uddhav Thackeray
Government and was widely
tipped to get the CM post.

The Central BJP leader-
ship changed its mind over
the issue and asked Fadnavis
to join the Government in
the “larger interests” of the
State, sources said. 

“BJP’s Central leadership
made a personal request to
him and the Central leader-
ship has said Fadnvais should
take charge as Deputy CM of
Maharashtra,” Nadda tweet-
ed. Union Home Minister
Amit Shah thereafter said
Fadnavis had decided to join
the Shinde Cabinet.
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MONIKA MALIK n CHANDIGARH

Punjab Vidhan Sabha on
Thursday passed a resolu-

tion against the Centre’s con-
troversial Agnipath recruit-
ment scheme — becoming the
first State Assembly in the
country to do so.

The resolution against the
new military recruitment
scheme, moved by the Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann, was
strongly opposed by the two
BJP MLAs arguing that there
should not be any politics over
nation’s security. BJP MLA
Ashwani Sharma maintained
that the scheme would make
our sons self-reliant at a young
age, while also getting formal
education along with the train-
ing. Other opposition parties
— the Congress, Shiromani
Akali Dal (SAD), and Bahujan
Samaj Party (BSP) — vehe-
mently supported the resolu-
tion. Mann, speaking over the
resolution, announced that he
would soon meet the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah to discuss the matter, and
put forth Punjab’s concerns.

He lashed out at the Centre
for coming up with such a
scheme saying that they are
“running away from paying

pensions”. Taking a dig at the
saffron party regarding the
scheme, Mann asked the BJP
leaders to get their sons recruit-
ed as “Agniveers” and later
engage them as security guards
outside BJP offices across the
country.

Responding to Ashwani
Sharma’s contention that
Agniveers will also get formal
education while getting trained,
Mann asked if they would hold
a book in one hand and a gun
in another while sitting on a
morcha. “Do not show them
false dreams. Just say that you
do not have money to pay pen-
sions. We see ex-servicemen in
awe in Punjab. We celebrate
them. But you have snatched
loyalty towards their country
from them by making them
hired soldiers,” said Mann
while asking the Centre to
rollback the scheme at this
stage, or review it after talking
to all stakeholders. Asking the
BJP “not to mislead” the peo-
ple, Mann asked what would
happen to an Agniveer who
dies while fighting on the front
or on duty. He pointed that the
serving soldiers and ex-ser-
vicemen get pension, get dis-
counted products in army can-
teens, they were been looked
upon, respected across all cat-

egories; and now they wanted
to take away all this.

“There is no point in let-
ting people protest for a year
and then withdraw it,” said
Mann, making an apparent
reference to the Centre’s three
controversial farm laws that
now stand repealed.

Insisting that there should
not be any politics on the issue
of defence and nation’s securi-
ty, BJP MLA Sharma said:
“When the chiefs of all the
three defence services have
supported the scheme, and
explained in detail the need for
this, who are we to criticise it.
Are we wiser than them to con-
demn it?” Sharma argued that
this would not be a job, “but
training for four years. The
Agniveers will be self-reliant at
the age of 21. Army wanted to
have a young force. Why are we
calling it a service? How many
IAS appear for exam and pass
the prelims and become IAS...a
few of them. Moreover, our
children, at the age of 17 and
after Class X, would also get
formal education, be it gradu-
ation or some diploma of their
choice. Is there any such
scheme that would give us a
disciplined, skilled, and patri-
otic young force?” he asked.

He added that the educa-

tional degree that they will get
will be recognised world over.

“25 per cent of the total
would go in the Army, while 10
per cent would go to the
CRPF...even some of the state
governments have suggested to
subsume them in the state
police force...can we think on
these lines...Don’t we want a
disciplined, trained force?” he
added.

Speaking on the resolution,
the Leader of Opposition and
Congress MLA Partap Singh
Bajwa said: “Why it happens so
that whatever decisions the
Centre takes, there is turmoil
across the country. The Centre
is following US and Israel while
formatting this scheme but is
confronted by two enemies,
China and Pakistan, who are
neighbours and nuclear-armed.
China has taken over our land
but we do not confess that.
Pakistan is always trying to
foment trouble. I request the
Centre, ‘don’t play with fire’.”

Citing the state’s contribu-
tion in armed forces, right
from the times of Sikh military
and Sikh regiment, Bajwa asked
if a contractual employee can
fight for a country. He asked
the Centre if the country is not
capable enough to pay its army.

He accused the Central

Government of running away
from giving them pension.
“My suggestion is to revoke it.
And if not, if you want to go
ahead, them please clarify that
25 per cent of the total will go
in the main army and the
remaining 75 would go in the
paramilitary...I can’t say if there
would be any deeper motive in
training these youngsters at the
cost of nation that they would
be used at a later stage for some
other purpose,” he added.

Bajwa said that the scheme
should be withdrawn “as you
can’t make a soldier in four
years’ service out of which 18
months go into training and
vacation”. Asking that resolu-
tion be sent through the
Governor to the Central
Government, Bajwa urged the
Chief Minister to take a joint
party delegation from Punjab
to Modi for the scheme’s with-
drawal. Jails Minister Harjot
Singh Bains said that the
scheme is to mislead the coun-
trymen in the name of employ-
ment. Those who had been
preparing for entry into the
armed forces for the past two
years should be compensated,
he added. The resolution stat-
ed that the “unilateral”
announcement of the Agnipath
Scheme by the Government of

India has witnessed widespread
reactions in all States, includ-
ing Punjab. “Punjab Vidhan
Sabha strongly feels that the
scheme where youth will be
employed only for a period of
four years and only up to 25 per
cent will be retained, in the best
interests neither of national
security nor of the youth of this
country. This policy is likely to
create dissatisfaction among
the youth who wish to serve the
armed forces of the nation for
a lifetime,” it said.

The resolution added, “It
must be highlighted that more
than one lakh soldiers from
Punjab serve in the Armed
Forces of the nation and many
of them give the supreme sac-
rifice of their life on the borders
of the Country every year. The
youth of Punjab consider serv-
ing in the Indian Armed Forces
as a matter of pride and hon-
our and are renowned for their
valour and courage. This
scheme has crushed the dreams
of many youths of Punjab who
have been aspiring to join the
Armed Forces as regular sol-
diers. The scheme also has the
propensity to weaken the long-
standing esprit de corps of the
Armed Forces. Through this
Resolution, this House recom-
mends to the State

Government to take up the
matter with the Union
Government in order to roll
back the Agnipath Scheme
immediately.”

BBMB member
would be from Punjab

BJP MLA from Pathankot
Ashwani Sharma said that a
member of the Bhakra Beas
Management Board (BBMB)
would be appointed from
Punjab. This has been clarified,
he said, adding that by now, the
government must have also
received this information.
Opposing the resolution on
centralisation of PU, Sharma
said: “Stop distrusting us on the
issue of Punjab. We are as
much for Punjab as you are.
But the Government should
not try to cover up its ineffi-
ciency to fight the case in the
court.”

PM to visit
Punjab soon to inau-
gurate Ferozepur
PGI satellite centre

Punjab BJP president and
BJP MLA from Pathankot
Ashwani Sharma informed the
House that the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will come to

Punjab soon to inaugurate the
PGI satellite center at
Ferozepur. He was responding
to the issue raised by AAP
MLA from Ferozepur Rural
Rajnish Dahiya.

AAP’s Garhshankar
MLA is Deputy Speaker

AAP’s two-time MLA from
Garhshankar Jai Krishan Singh
Rouri was unanimously elect-
ed the Deputy Speaker of the
Punjab Vidhan Sabha on
Thursday. Rouri’s name was
proposed by AAP MLA Prof
Baljinder Kaur, and seconded
by Finance Minister Harpal
Singh Cheema. Later, the Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann
installed the Deputy Speaker
on the Opposition benches,
next to the Leader of
Opposition’s seat.
Congratulating Rouri, Mann
said that he was a hard work-
ing MLA, who used to be a
wedding photographer and
also had a studio. He expressed
hope that Rouri would be fair
in the House despite sitting
amid the Opposition. Rouri
said that he would come true
to the expectations and fulfil
his duties fairly. He thanked the
voters of his constituency for
sending him to the assembly.

Punjab Assembly passes a resolution against Agnipath scheme

PNS n KURUKSHETRA

Amid rains and chanting of
mantras of Holy Gita,

Haryana Governor Bandaru
Dattatreya, Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar and
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) chief Mohan Bhagwat
jointly unveiled the 40-ft tall
‘Virat Swaroop’ (universal
form) of Lord Krishna at
Jyotisar village in Kurukshetra
to mark the beginning of the
Gupt-Navratri on Thursday.

The 40-ft tall ‘Virat
Swaroop’ of Lord Shri Krishna
weighing close to 35 tons is
made from a mixture of 4
types of metals, including 85
percent copper and 15 percent
other metals at a cost of Rs 10
crore. In this vast form, 9
forms of Lord Shri Krishna are
depicted. The government had
roped in sculptor Ram Vanji
Sutar, who has also designed
the 182-metre Statue of Unity

in Gujarat, for the project. 
The statue has been made

of Ashtadhatu (an alloy of
eight metals often used for cast-
ing idols in temples). It has
been developed by Kurukshetra
Development Board (KDB)
and Haryana Tourism
Department. Located on the
Kurukshetra-Pehowa road,
around 12km from
Kurukshetra, Jyotisar village
is a venerated historical site
where the battle of
Mahabharata started. It is also
the birthplace of the Bhagavad
Gita as it is considered that the
Bhagavad Gita sermon was
delivered during the
Mahabharata.

During the unveiling pro-
gramme, a magnificent
description of Lord Krishna’s
journey from  ‘Viraat Roop’ and
‘Vishwaroop’ were also depict-
ed through an incredible light
and sound show. 

Shrimad Bhagavad

Gita is scripture of all
religions: Guv

Haryana Governor
Dattatraya said that Shrimad
Bhagvad Gita is scripture of all

religions which teaches the
essence of life and humanity.
Kurukshetra is known as the
land of the Bhagavad Gita
where Arjuna received the
eternal message of Gita. He said

that in the coming days,
Kurukshetra will be recog-
nised on the world map in
terms of historical, religious
and tourism related aspects
with the efforts of the Central

and State Government.
Celestial message of

life delivered by Lord
Krishna is relevant even
today: CM

Haryana Chief Minister
said that it is a matter of great
fortune that the statue of Shri
Krishna has been unveiled
today. The importance of Gita
is in the whole world, there can
be no greater book for human-
ity than this. The message of
living life given by Lord Shri
Krishna to the whole world at
that time is relevant even today.

He said that apart from the
huge statue of Shri Krishna, a
world-class museum is also
being built. About Rs 200 crore
will be spent on other works
including this museum.
Mahabharata and Saraswati
civilization will be explained in
this museum. The message of
Gita will be given through
light and show in the museum
which will indeed become the

center of attraction for the
people of the country and the
world. Khattar said that
Kurukshetra is being made a
pilgrimage site by the Haryana
Government and the Central
Government under the Krishna
Circuit Scheme, which will
become a center of attraction.
A temple of Tirupati Balaji is
being built in Kurukshetra.
ISKCON temple and
Akshardham temple have been
built. Gita Gyan Sansthanam is
also going to become a big
institution for spreading the
knowledge of Gita. Research
work is also going on here. Not
only this, the verses of Gita
have been included in the syl-
labus of Class X. Khattar said
that just as Kurukshetra will be
known as the land of Shrimad
Bhagvad Gita from now on,
similarly Dharmakshetra
Kurukshetra will also be made
the Land of Shri Krishna, just
like people visit Vrindavan,
Mathura and Dwarka to imbibe

the thoughts of Shri Krishna
and the message of his life.
Similarly, they will also come to
Kurukshetra, because in reali-
ty the message of life was given
on the holy land of
Kurukshetra.

Gita does not belong
to a single religion, it is
a book giving essence of
humanity to the whole
world: Mohan Bhagwat

Sarsanghchalak of
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh,
Mohan Bhagwat said that the
answer to the problems of the
universe and the solution to the
problems of the entire human-
ity and the knowledge of never-
fading happiness is in Bhagvad
Gita, which is given to every
human being. Due to this
knowledge of Gita,
Kurukshetra, apart from being
the land of Mahabharata, will
now be known as the land of
Gita in the world.

40-feet tall Lord Krishna statue unveiled in Kurukshetra

Himachal CM launches 'Naari Ko Naman' scheme;
women to get 50 pc concession on bus fare
PNS n DHARAMSHALA

The Himachal Road
Transport Corporation

(HRTC) will charge women
travelers only half the fare for
their travel within the state.

Launching the 'Naari Ko
Naman' scheme at the
Government College
Auditorium here on Thursday,
Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur
also issued concessional tickets
to women.Seema Thakur, the
first woman bus driver in the
state, drove him in a state
transport bus to the event
venue. The chief minister had
announced the 50 percent con-
cession on bus fares to women
on April 15, Himachal Day.

In another scheme, Thakur
announced a reduction in the

minimum bus fare from Rs 7 to
Rs 5 for all passengers across
the state.

Thakur also said the gov-
ernment will sanction 25 new

posts of women drivers in the
'Ride With Pride' government
taxi service - an initiative to
ferry women passengers and
senior citizens.

MONIKA MALIK n
CHANDIGARH

Punjab Vidhan Sabha on
Thursday passed a resolu-

tion against an "attempt" to
change the status of Panjab
University, Chandigarh, into a
central university, while strong-
ly urging the Centre not to con-
sider any change in the presti-
gious institution's nature and
character.

Neither supporting nor
opposing the resolution, the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
members questioned the "basis"
of the resolution while declar-
ing that they are in full agree-
ment with other members
regarding Punjab's stake over
PU.

BJP MLA from Pathankot
and state unit president
Ashwani Sharma, participating
in the discussion on the reso-
lution moved by the state
Education Minister Gurmeet
Singh Meet Hayer, said that
there was no need to move
such resolutions mere "on the
basis of apprehension", and in
fact, "there is a need for a dia-
logue".

"I am saying it with full
responsibility that there is no
such move...there is a need for
dialogue and not for any reso-
lution. At least have a word
with them (Centre)...Why don't

we constitute a committee in
this regard...I am ready to go
along with the Minister to
have a word with the ministers
or people in the Central
Government," said Sharma.
Also questioning the resolu-
tion, BJP MLA from Mukerian
Jangi Lal Mahajan asked the
State Government about the
basis for bringing it. "Has the
Centre sent any proposal, writ-
ten to the State Government or
given any statement regarding
the move to centralise the uni-
versity?" he asked while dub-
bing the resolution "without
any basis". Mahajan said that
the resolution was to mislead
the general public as there was
no such proposal by the Centre
to change the University's sta-
tus. He alleged that the Punjab
Government had failed to give
its share of 40 per cent grant to
Panjab University - a statement
denied by Meet Hayer saying
that Punjab has continuously
been paying its share.

Sharma repeatedly assert-
ed that they (both MLAs) are
in favour that PU is of Punjab,
but not this resolution. "Matte
shaq de adhaar te nahi aaunde
(we don't move resolutions
mere on the basis of appre-
hensions)," he said, as the
Speaker Kultar Singh
Sandhwan went ahead with
the voting on the resolution.

The resolution, supported by
the members of the ruling
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), the
main opposition Congress,
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD),
and lone member of the
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP),
stated that any decision to
change the Panjab University's
character won't be acceptable to
the people of Punjab and,
therefore, any proposal, "in
case it is being considered",
should be dropped with imme-
diate effect.  Moving the reso-
lution recommending the
AAP-led Punjab Government
to take up the issue with the
Centre, Meet Hayer said that
Punjab is being robbed of its
rights by the Centre. "PU
belongs to Punjab. It is our her-
itage. We will not let the
Central Government centralise
it," he said. He said that Panjab
University has an "emotional
connect with Punjab"; and
AAP Government is ready to
do 100 per cent funding to the
University.The Minister said

that an attempt was being
made by some vested interests
to push the matter for a change
in the status of Panjab
University into a Central
University on one pretext or the
other. "Be it river waters-shar-
ing, Punjabi-speaking areas or
Chandigarh being made the
state's capital, Punjab has been
a victim of infringement of
state rights," he said.

Congress MLA Pargat
Singh said that it was not only
the issue of Panjab University
as the Centre is intended to
gradually take away
Chandigarh from Punjab.
"Constant efforts are being
made for a long time now to
cut Punjab to size," he said.
The resolution read that this
House is concerned about the
"attempt" being made by "vest-
ed interests" to push the mat-
ter for change of status of
Panjab University into a central
university on one pretext or the
other. "PU was re-commenced
with the Panjab University Act,

1947, after Independence, and
subsequently with the reor-
ganisation of the state of Punjab
in 1966, it was declared an
inter-state body corporate
under Section 72(1) of the
Punjab Reorganisation Act,
1966, enacted by
Parliament...Since its incep-
tion, PU has been continuous-
ly and uninterruptedly func-
tioning in the state of Punjab.
It was shifted from Lahore, the
then capital of Punjab, to
Hoshiarpur and then to
Chandigarh, the capital of
Punjab," it said.

More than 175 colleges in
the districts of Fazilka,
Ferozepur, Hoshiarpur,
Ludhiana, Moga, Muktsar and
Shaheed Bhagat Singh Nagar
are affiliated with Panjab
University. "The entire territo-
rial jurisdiction and the popu-
lace, which the Panjab
University is catering to, falls in
Punjab, in addition to the area
under the Union Territory of
Chandigarh, which despite
many resolutions of this House
has not been restored as the
capital of Punjab state only and
continues to be a Union
Territory," it added. As per the
resolution, "PU occupies an
emotional place in the minds of
Punjabis on account of histor-
ical, regional, and cultural rea-
sons and it has emerged as an

educational and cultural sym-
bol of Punjab's legacy and
inheritance to the extent that it
has almost become synony-
mous with the State".

It said that despite the fact
that the states of Haryana and
Himachal stopped contributing
their share of the maintenance
deficit grants to the university,
Punjab has increased its share
from 20 to 40 per cent and has
continuously been paying it
since 1976. The Government of
Haryana unilaterally withdrew
the affiliation of its colleges
from the university and trans-
ferred the same to the other
universities within Haryana,
which has reduced the revenue
of the university, it added.

The Centre, vide its noti-
fication dated October 27,
1997, ceased the representation
of Haryana in various govern-
ing bodies of the university, it
added.

This House has observed
that the university has been
managing and conducting its
financial affairs unilaterally.
The State of Punjab has how-
ever increased the grant-in-aid
from Rs 20 crore to Rs 45.30
crore during the 2020-21 finan-
cial year, which amounts to an
increase of more than 75 per
cent.   Besides, nearly Rs 100
crore is collected annually by
the university from affiliated
colleges in Punjab. "This sub-
stantial increase may not be
commensurate with the needs
of Panjab University, but this is
due to the reason that there is
no bilateral consultative process
in place," it said.

Haryana bags third place in MSME National Award
PNS n CHANDIGARH

Haryana was ranked third at
the national level for the

work done by the state gov-
ernment in the field of MSMEs.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
gave this award to Haryana, at
the 'MSME National Award'
function organised under the
Entrepreneur-India pro-
gramme by the Ministry of
MSME, Government of India,
in New Delhi on Thursday.
According to an official state-
ment, two MSMEs of Haryana
have also received awards in
this programme. Among these,
Harjinder Kaur Talwar got the
first prize in the small service
enterprise of women category
and Rishabh Gupta got the
third position in the overall cat-
egory of manufacturing micro
enterprise. The State Deputy

Chief Minister Dushyant
Chautala said that along with
big industries, Haryana
remains among the top per-
forming states in terms of
medium and small scale indus-
tries. “I congratulate all the
entrepreneurs of the state for
this achievement. It has always
been our resolve that new
industries should be set up in
the state, they should be devel-
oped and our youth should get
maximum employment,” he
added.

Haryana among top
achievers in ‘ease of
doing business’ ranking

Haryana has also been
ranked in the Top Achievers
Category in the fifth edition of
'State Ease of Doing Business'
released by the Ministry of

Commerce and Industry. In the
Ease of Doing Business Report
2022 released on Thursday by
Union Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman in the presence of
the Union Minister of
Commerce and Industry
Piyush Goyal, Haryana was
announced to be in the top
achievers category. Apart from
Haryana in this category,
Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat,
Karnataka, Punjab, Tamil Nadu
and Telangana are included in
the Top Achievers Category.
The Department for
Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade (DPIIT),
Ministry of Commerce and
Industry released the 5th edi-
tion of State Ease of Doing
Business (EoDB) rankings
based on the State Business
Reform Action Plan (State
BRAP). 

Punjab Assembly passes resolution
against centralisation of Panjab University

House passes bill on ‘one MLA,
one pension’; three others
MONIKA MALIK n
CHANDIGARH

Punjab Vidhan Sabha’s bud-
get session concluded on

Thursday with the passage of
four bills, including the one to
discontinue the earlier practice
of giving multiple term pen-
sions to the former legislators
amidst a fiery exchange of
words between the Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann and
the Leader of Opposition
Partap Singh Bajwa.

With the passage of ‘The
Punjab State Legislatures
Members (Pension and
Medical Facilities Regulation)
Amendment Bill, 2022, the
former legislators will get pen-
sion for a single term — a move
expected to save Rs 19.53 crore
annually. Now, the former
MLA, irrespective of the num-
ber of terms he had served as
a member and irrespective of
the tenures of the Punjab
Vidhan Sabha, in which he had
served as a member, will get a
pension of Rs 60,000 per
m o n t h - p l u s - D e a r n e s s
Allowance (DA) thereon (as
admissible to the Punjab
Government pensioners).
However, when a former MLA
will attain the age of 65, 75, and
80, he or she shall, respective-
ly, be entitled to an increase of
five per cent, 10 per cent, and
15 per cent of the basic pen-
sion, admissible to him or her
at the attainment of such age.

As per the earlier provi-
sions an ex-MLA used to get Rs
15,000 per month pension plus
Dearness Allowance thereon
(as admissible to the Punjab
Government Pensioners) for
the first term, and an additional
15,000 plus Dearness
Allowance thereon (as admis-
sible to the Punjab
Government Pensioners) for
every subsequent term irre-
spective of the tenures of the
Punjab Vidhan Sabha, in which
he or she had served as a
member. As the Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Gurmeet
Singh Meet Hayer tabled Bill,
Congress MLA from Jalandhar
Cantt Pargat Singh insisted on
keeping in mind the protocol
while deciding on MLA’s pen-
sion. 

“An MLA’s protocol is equal
to that of Chief Secretary...I
agree that every former MLA
should be given one pension
only...But, at the same time, it
should be ensured that their

pay and pension should be
higher, or at least equivalent to
the Chief Secretary keeping in
mind the protocol which says
that the posts of the MLA and
that of Chief Secretary are
equal,” he said. Joining in, SAD
MLA Dr Sukhwinder Kumar
Sukhi appreciated the deci-
sion but maintained that MLAs
should given due respect, and
should not be downgraded.
Insisting that all MLAs should
not be categorised into one as
there are many who actually
wanted to serve the people and
are not “chor”, he pointed that
there are members in the
House who do not have regu-
lar source of income and thus
while taking any decision, their
condition should also be kept
in the mind. Participating in
the debate on the Bill, Bajwa
also insisted that one should
not generalise and dub all
MLAs as “beimaan” or “thugs”.
He added that we should pay
them (MLAs) well, so that no
one will think of indulging in
such practices as many wanted
to work in good faith and
serve the people. Intervening,
Mann said that the Bill was not
regarding MLA’s salaries or
other benefits, but regarding
pensions of former MLAs.
Countering Bajwa and other
MLAs’ argument to ensure
MLAs’ salary is equivalent or
higher than that of a Chief
Secretary, Mann said: “An offi-
cer becomes eligible for pen-
sion only after 20 years of ser-
vice...MLA is elected for five
years...And after five years,
you wanted to have pension
equivalent to an IAS, CS?? A
young man, who becomes
MLA at the age of 27, becomes
eligible for pension just after
five years, in such a scenario it
is unfair to equate both.”Taking
Bajwa head-on, Mann asked,
“Why you apply for that job
when you know about the
salary...Do something else.”

Angered Bajwa retorted
asking the Chief Minister why
he always make everything “so
dramatic...Why are you always
playing to the
gallery?”Continuing, Mann
added that a committee is
already in place to review
MLAs’ salaries. Responding to
Bajwa, who could not be heard
as his mike was off, Mann said
that the Congress should not
have any expectations from
them... “We are accountable to
the people,” he added. 

n The states of Haryana and Himachal stopped contributing their
share of the maintenance deficit grants to the university, Punjab has
increased its share from 20 to 40 per cent and has continuously been
paying it since 1976
n The Government of Haryana unilaterally withdrew the
affiliation of its colleges from the university and
transferred the same to the other universities within
Haryana, which has reduced the revenue of the university
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Free train travels of sitting and for-
mer Lok Sabha members over the

last five years have cost the Indian
Railways exchequer �62 crore, which
included nearly �2.5 crore in the pan-
demic-hit 2020-21. While sitting MPs
are entitled to use the railways’ first
class air-conditioned or executive
class for free, their spouses, too, can
avail free travel under certain condi-
tions. Former MPs are also entitled to
travel in any train in AC-2 tier along
with a companion or in AC-1 if
alone.

In the response to a Right to
Information (RTI) application, the Lok

Sabha Secretariat said it has received
a bill of �35.21 crore from the Indian
Railways for the travel of sitting MPs
and �26.82 crore for former MPs dur-
ing 2017-2018 to 2021-22.

According to the response, the
MPs and ex-MPs used the Railway
passes even during the pandemic-hit
year of 2020-21 when their bill was
�1.29 crore and �1.18 crore, respec-
tively.  The Railways’ pay and accounts
department forwards the bills to the
LS Secretariat for processing. The
Railways has recently put on hold an
array of concessions it offered to cer-
tain categories of passengers, includ-
ing senior citizens.  While there was
subdued anger among certain sections

over the move, the discontinuation of
the subsidy given to senior citizens has
drawn a lot of ire. According to offi-
cial data, between March 20, 2020 and
March 31, 2022, the Railways did not
offer concessions to 7.31 crore senior
citizen travellers. These included 4.46
crore males over the age of 60, and 2.84
crore females over 58 and 8,310 trans-
gender people. 

Last year the Rajya Sabha
Secretariat also found randomly that
87 per cent of the total cost of jour-
neys have not been undertaken and
neither were cancelled but the
Secretariat had to reimburse to the
Railways. In an advisory the Rajya
Sabha noted that from the details of

debit claims raised by the Ministry of
Railways, multiple bookings were
being made by some members in var-
ious trains departing from the
same/different stations to different
destinations for the same day.

The Rajya Sabha Secretariat has to
make payments to the Ministry of
Railways even for those bookings
which are actually not utilised by the
members. In respect of a sitting mem-
ber too, the analysis done by the RS
Secretariat revealed the actual journeys
during January 2019 amounted to only
15 per cent of the total claim of
Railways, forcing the Secretariat to pay
85 per cent extra for journeys not
undertaken.
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The United Nations (UN)
has condemned the killing of

Kanhaiya Lal in Udaipur and
called for respect of all religions
to ensure different communities
live in peace and harmony.

This reaction came from
UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres who urged full respect
of all religions, his spokesperson
Stephane Dujarric said late on
Wednesday.

Dujarric said this in
response to a question on
whether the UN chief has a com-
ment on the resurgence of reli-
gious tensions in India following
the killing of Kanhaiya Lal.

“We very much hope... we
call for the full respect of all reli-
gions and for ensuring, through-
out the world, that different
communities can live in har-
mony and in peace,” Dujarric
said at the daily press briefing.

In response to another ques-
tion on the arrest of Alt News
co-founder Mohammad Zubair,
he said, “We believe in a funda-
mental right of expression. We
believe in the fundamental right
of journalists to express, them-
selves and we also believe in the
fundamental need for people to
respect other communities and
other religions. We believe those
two sentiments are very much
compatible.”
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In a discovery that may come as a boon for
the patients of pancreatic cancer, scientists

have shown it is possible to reverse a key
process that allows pancreatic cancer cells to
grow and spread around the body. These find-
ings, published in Nature, show that a protein
called GREM1 is key to regulating the type
of cells found in pancre-
atic cancer – and manip-
ulating its levels can both
fuel and reverse the abil-
ity of these cells to
change into a more
aggressive subtype. 

Pancreatic cancer
has a notoriously high
mortality rate, with just
seven per cent of patients
surviving for five years or
more. Every year, more than 10,000 people in
the UK are diagnosed with the disease, with
around 9,000 deaths.

Scientists from the Institute of Cancer
Research conducted studies in mice and on
mini pancreases made in a laboratory, where
they manipulated the level of the gremlin pro-
tein in the system.

When the gene, and therefore the protein,
was eliminated, tumours were rapidly con-
verted into a more dangerous and invasive
form.

In a matter of days, every tumour cell had
been converted from the more harmless form
into the more dangerous mesenchymal can-
cer cells.

The absence of “gremlin” also meant the
cancer was more likely to spread to other
organs. In nine out of 10 gremlin-less mice,
for example, cancer spread from the pancreas
into the liver.

In contrast, when the gremlin protein was
working normally, the cancer spread in just
15 per cent of the laboratory animals.

As well as curtailing Grem1 production,
the scientists also boosted the concentration
of the protein to far beyond the normal level
and found this had a beneficial effect.

Gremlin therapy can ‘reverse the fate’ of
dangerous cells

Writing in their study, published in
Nature, the scientists said that in high quan-
tities, the gremlin protein “caused almost com-
plete” reversal of cells that had already mor-
phed into the more dangerous guise.

This, they said, indicated that high
Grem1 activity was able to “reverse the fate”
of the dangerous cells.
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The Union Home Ministry has
asked all States to ensure that

there was no delay in registration of
FIRs in cases of crimes against
Scheduled Castes (SCs) and
Scheduled Tribes (STs) and closely
monitor such cases where investi-
gation goes beyond two months. 

In a communication to all States
and Union Territories, the Home
Ministry also said that the district

Superintendent of Police (SP) must
ensure timely attendance and pro-
tection of all prosecution witness-
es including police officers and
official witnesses for speedy trial of
cases related to crimes against SCs
and STs. “There should be no delay
in the registration of FIRs in cases
of crimes against SCs and STs.
Ensure proper supervision at an
appropriate level of cases of crimes
against SCs and STs, from the
recording of FIR to the disposal of

the case by the competent court,”
said the MHA. The Home Ministry
said the delays in investigation
(beyond 60 days from the date of fil-
ing of the FIR) shall be monitored
at the district and State level in every
three months, and wherever
required, special DSPs shall be
appointed to expedite the process of
investigation.  “The authorities con-
cerned in the State Governments
must ensure proper follow up of
reports of cases of atrocities against

SCs and STs received from various
sources, including the National
Commission for SCs and STs,” the
communication said.               

“Delay in trial of cases of
crimes against SCs and STs may be
reviewed on a regular basis in the
monitoring committee or monthly
meetings chaired by district and ses-
sions judge attended by District
Magistrate, Superintendent of Police
and Public Prosecutor of the dis-
trict,” it said.  
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The CBI has registered three
separate cases of imperson-

ation and cheating by some per-
sons who posed as staffers of the
Prime Minister’s Office (PMO). 

In the first complaint, a
public grievance dated April
29, 2021 forwarded by the PMO
to the CBI, was received from
the victim Ravikant Kharb of
Faridabad regarding cheating by
one Prince (real name not
known) posing himself to be a
PMO official.

Prince, who claimed to be a
Personal Assistant in the PMO,
misrepresented to Kharb that he
can manage a Government job
in the RBI in lieu of a consider-
ation amount of Rs 3 lakh out of
which Rs 25,000 was paid in

advance to Prince by him. 
In the second case, one Dr

Shiva Kumar of Kerala, imper-
sonating as an PMO official was
making calls to people from his
mobile number 08075994461
claiming to be a Personal
Advisor to the Prime Minister.

The third case has been reg-
istered against an unknown
accused following a complaint
from Anil Kumar Sharma,
Assistant Director, PMO.

It said that  one person
claiming to be Rohit Yadav, Joint
Secretary, PMO called Manoj
Kumar Meena, IPS (2012-batch,
AGMUT  cadre) posted in
Chandigarh  and sought  trans-
fer of a police Constable. A
probe shows that no such call was
made by the official and the
mobile number was also fake. 
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The Election Commission
(EC) has begun the
process of electoral rolls’

revision in Jammu and Kashmir
(J&K) after a gap of three years,
in an indication that polls could
be held in the Valley post its
delimitation exercise. In a letter
to the Chief Electoral Officer
(CEO) of J&K, the EC has
given a timeline to complete
various activities before the
final publication of the electoral
rolls on October 31.

“ ... In order to update the
electoral rolls on the basis of the
newly-delimited constituencies,
so that all newly-eligible young
electors can have the opportu-
nity to get themselves enrolled,
the exercise of Special Summary
Revision with reference to the
next qualifying date is required
to be undertaken without fur-
ther delay,” the letter said.

“Consequent upon amend-
ment in Section 14 of the
Representation of the People Act
by Election Laws (Amendment)
Act, 2021, as notified vide the
Gazette of India notification
No. 67, dated 30 December
2021 and corresponding

changes in the Registration of
Electors Rule, 1960 notified on
17th June, 2022, four qualify-
ing dates, namely, 1 January, 1
April, 1 July, and 1 October are
available in the law. In view of
the reason explained in the
preceding paragraph, the
Commission has decided to
order SSR, 2022 with respect
to October 1, 2022 which is
the next qualifying date for
preparation of electoral roll,
after conclusion of the ongo-
ing pre-revision activities,”

reads the letter.
“Accordingly, the

Commission has directed to
carry out the revision activity for
Special Summary Revision of
Photo Electoral Rolls w.r.t
01.10.2022 as the qualifying
date in UT of J&K,” it further
states. The revision of electoral
rolls couldn’t be undertaken in
J&K due to August 5, 2019 con-
stitutional changes and delimi-
tation exercise.

“I am directed to state that
as per existing policy, revision of

electoral rolls with reference to
1 January of the coming year as
the qualifying date is done in
later part of each year in all
States/UTs (normally in the last
quarter of a year) so that final
publication of the electoral rolls
could be made in the first week
of January of the succeeding
year. 

“However, due to various
administrative reasons, this
annual revision of electoral roll
could not be undertaken in
Jammu and Kashmir after SSR,
2019. In the meantime, delim-
itation exercise of constituencies
in the Union. Territory was
also in progress and the finally
delimited constituencies were
notified by the Delimitation
Commission on 05th May,
2022,” the letter states. As per
schedule announced by the ECI,
the integrated draft electoral roll
shall be published on September
01, 2019.

According to the poll-body,
the claims and objections can be
filed between September 01 to
September 30 and they shall be
disposed of by October 15. The
final publication of electoral
rolls shall be done on October
31, the schedule states.

Officials said the voters’ list
will keep getting updated as
there are four cut-off dates in a
year now when those turning 18
can enrol themselves as voters.

Earlier, those turning 18 on
or before the first day of the year,
could apply to become voters on
January 1. Now, those turning 18
on or before January 1, April 1,
July 1 and October 1 can apply
to become voters.

As per existing policy, the
revision of electoral rolls with ref-
erence to January 1 of the com-
ing year as the qualifying date is
carried out in later part of each
year in all states and union ter-
ritories so that the final publica-
tion of the electoral rolls could be
made in the first week of January
of the succeeding year.

However, due to various
reasons, the annual revision of
electoral rolls could not be
undertaken in Jammu and
Kashmir after special summary
revision, 2019. 

In the meantime, an exercise
to redraw the boundaries of
constituencies in the UT was in
progress and the finally delimi-
tated segments were notified by
the Delimitation Commission on
May 5 this year. 
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India saw a massive jump in Covid cases on
Thursday as it recorded 18,000 new infections,

pushing the active caseload to breach the one
lakh mark for the first time in the last four
months. The country has witnessed a jump of
more than 4,000 cases in just 24 hours while
death, too, is inching up gradually to touch 39.

As many as 13,827 patients recovered from
the infection. The total active Covid cases
crossed the one-lakh mark at 1,04,555. The total
number of deaths in the country is now at
5,25,116. The country has witnessed a jump of
more than 4,000 cases in just 24 hours. On
Wednesday, India had logged 14,506 new
Covid cases and 30 deaths. Active cases on
Wednesday comprised 0.23 per cent of the total
infections, while the national Covid-19 recov-
ery rate was recorded at 98.56 per cent, the
Health Ministry said on Wednesday.

There are 43 districts that are recording a
weekly positivity rate of 10 per cent or more.
Kerala tops the list with 11 districts, followed
by Mizoram (6) and Maharashtra (5).

The other states that have been witnessing
a noticeable rise include Jammu and Kashmir,
Punjab, Himachal Pradesh, Bihar, West Bengal,
Gujarat, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Manipur, Mizoram, Goa,
Karnataka and Puducherry. While there are 42
districts in India that are recording a positivi-
ty rate between 5 and 10 per cent, the 627 oth-
ers are still below the 5 per cent-mark.

Fresh Covid-19 cases in India in the week
ending Sunday surged to the highest in nearly
four months with close to 80,000 new infections,
up 62% from the previous week’s tally. Although
deaths from the virus remained very low com-
pared to previous outbreaks, at least 93 fatali-

ties were reported in the country during the
week, more than the combined toll in the pre-
vious two weeks (45 and 41).

INSACOG (Indian SARS-CoV-2 Genomics
Consortium) officials said, “Omicron sub-lin-
eages, mainly BA.2 and BA.2.38, and BA.4 and
BA.5 in some parts of the country, were behind
the current spike”. During this week, fresh cases
rose in nearly all states and UTs. The highest
numbers were reported from Maharashtra,
where the weekly tally crossed the 25,000 mark
(25,172), up 45 per cent from 17,380 in the pre-
ceding week. Kerala reported a similar spike of
42 per cent, with over 20,500 new cases.

The surge intensified in NCR cities, with
weekly numbers more than doubling. Delhi
reported 9,291 cases, a rise of 128 per cent from
last week’s tally of 4,068 while Uttar Pradesh wit-
nessed a 109 per cent surge, reporting 2,711
infections. Haryana’s tally rose 94 per cent, from
India’s weekly Covid cases up 60 per cent to 80k,
deaths low but rising.

Among States that reported more than 1,000
new infections during the week, the highest per-
centage rise was seen in Tamil Nadu — up 169
per cent, from 1,299 last week to 3,492 — and
Bengal, where cases rose by 145 per cent from
663 to 1,621. In States where numbers were still
relatively low, Assam saw a 4.8-fold increase in
cases, Jharkhand 2.5-fold and Chhattisgarh 2.2-
fold. 
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As China asserts itself in
the Indian Ocean,

National Security Advisor
(NSA) Ajit Doval on
Thursday cautioned that the
region is becoming “com-
petitive” and the country has
to protect its interests. He
also called for synergy
among all the stakeholders
responsible for maritime
security.

Making these observa-

tions at the first meeting of
the Multi Agency Maritime
Security Group (MAMSG)
here, Doval said, “In the
changing geopolitical sce-
nario, the Indian Ocean,
which has been an ocean of
peace, is gradually becoming
competitive. We see a poten-
tial of having a clash of
interest, we need to protect
it and be vigilant,” he said.
The NSA refrained from
naming China

Describing the Indian
Ocean as a “great asset” for
the country, Doval said the
country’s vulnerabilities are
directly proportional to its
assets and that India’s
responsibility as a premier
maritime power is extreme-

ly important.
“The more we develop,

the more assets we create,
the more prosperous we get,
greater would be the vul-
nerability and the need for
security in the maritime
domain,” he said.
Underlining these key fac-

tors, Doval called for seam-
less coordination among
various agencies involved
in protecting India’s mar-
itime interests, saying it will
not be able to become the
power it deserves to be in
absence of a very strong
maritime security apparatus.

Addressing the top mar-
itime and coastal security
brass from all 13 coastal
states and Union Territories
as well Indian Navy and
other central agencies, Doval
said security at the high
seas and economic well-
being is inextricably linked
and all stakeholders must
work unitedly.

“The trajectory of this
nation is well defined. We

know where we are going.
And when our time
comes...We as a nation have
to be strong. India will not
be able to become the power
it deserves to be unless it has
a very strong maritime sys-
tem,” Doval said.

The meeting was
chaired by Vice-Admiral
(Retired) G Ashok Kumar,
the country’s first National
Maritime Security
Coordinator (NMSC), a
post created to ensure coor-
dination among various
agencies responsible for
overall maritime security
matrix.  Navy chief Admiral
R Hari Kumar was among
the top officials who attend-
ed the deliberations.
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Ahead of the July 2-3 BJP national executive meeting at
Hyderabad, the party’s executive committee members will

undertake a ‘contact programme’ in 119 Assembly constituen-
cies of Telangana, which is to elect a new Assembly next year.

BJP leaders will spend two days in these Assembly con-
stituencies and interact with local party leaders and people there,
and give their feedback to the leadership, sources said.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi along with BJP president JP
Nadda and other senior central and State party leaders will attend
the executive committee meeting.

Besides several national issues, Assembly polls in Himachal
Pradesh and Gujarat by the year-end as well as next year’s poll
in Telangana, Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka and Tripura would
also come up for discussion.

Preparations for the 2024 Lok Sabha elections would also be
discussed, sources said.

A huge roadshow is being planned to welcome the Prime
Minister from the airport to the national executive venue. Modi
will also address a public rally on July 3 after the conclusion of
the meet.

An exclusive vegetarian fare is being made ready for the del-
egates. Around 10,000 banners, 200 hoardings and flexis will be
put up on 10,000 poles in the city to welcome top party leaders.
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The Congress on Thursday accused the
BJP Government of capturing power

“unethically” by the use of money and mus-
cle power, and condemned it for destablis-
ing democratically-elected Governments.
In a statement, Congress general secretary
Jairam Ramesh said after coming to power
at the Centre in 2014, the focus of the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has been to cap-
ture power in the States and bring down the
elected Governments rather than serve the
people. “We strongly condemn the way BJP
is destabilising both democratically-elected
governments and democratically-installed
Governments. This is not only an insult to
democracy, but also an insult to the people
who voted against the ideology of the BJP,”
he said in a statement.

“Through the naked display of money
and muscle power, the BJP has undemocra-
tically and unethically captured yet another

State Government. Under the Modi-Shah
duo, the BJP wants to capture power at any
cost, either directly or through remote con-
trol. What happened in Maharashtra is
shameful for Indian democracy,” he said.

The party’s statement comes on a day
rebel Shiv Sena leader Eknath Shinde was
sworn in as the chief minister of Maharashtra.
In a move that stunned political pundits and
potentially checkmated the Shiv Sena, BJP
leader Devendra Fadnavis on Thursday
announced that Shinde will be the next chief
minister of Maharashtra.

Ramesh further alleged that offices of the
Governors and Speakers, and agencies like
the Enforcement Directorate (ED) and the
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) are
openly misused, adding that buying MLAs
has become so commonplace that the
Finance Minister blurted out the truth
today, when she suggested imposition of GST
on horse-trading. “The BJP can go to any
extent to win elections - From misuse of

money power to polarisation and violence.
Despite using all these tactics, if the voters
reject them, then they start hatching con-
spiracies to topple elected governments,” he
said. The Congress leader said in 2016, the
BJP brought down the Congress Government
in Uttarakhand in a similar way, where due
to Congress MLAs leaving the party, the
Government elected for five years was
reduced to a minority in four years. 

In Arunachal the same year, 43 out of 44
Congress MLAs defected to the BJP-backed
People’s Party of Arunachal Pradesh under
the leadership of Chief Minister Pema
Khandu. In the 2017 Assembly elections in
Manipur, the Congress party emerged as the
single largest party by winning 28 out of 60
seats, he said, adding that the BJP had only
21 seats, but the Congress was not given a
chance to prove its majority. A similar game
happened in Bihar in  2017 when the BJP top-
pled the Grand Alliance Government that
lasted 20 months. 

EC BEGINS REVISION OF ELECTORAL ROLLS IN J&K
��"��)�&�� ����(�����)�&����(���������';�(���&�� �''��'������%� �(����(��(�&���'� �/�%�!�����%����4�����

-
�	��������"���+"� �	
���#	�������

�(�
�	���	������	�
���)�	������*��

(���+�.���	���� ���'�����-����� �
��/��
��� 
�?�����&�����
&�(���('���
&�� ���(� � �� ��
 
��	������'���+�������
�����������������
������
����'�
�	
���
����������'

��������	������� �!��	"!���#��	$�%���
��&���	�!���	#�����	!�$�� � �'�(	���
5�������5��&�����
!�#������������
����
���
�����������������
���	�	������"�	��

� �  � � � 	 � � �  � � � 	 � � � � 	 � � �

��'/���(������'����%����������)�'(��(�������1	�'@�
�

-
�	�.�7� �
���#	������������"�	��.
�	����"�	
��8����������	���"�

�����,�
�
����������������

�	��
�������������	�--.��
/������
�	�����	
��

������	��"�	�"	���	" �))�#"*
���	#���" �#"	 �#��	!�"�"Maha events shameful for Indian democracy: Cong

����� ��������	

India and Japan on Thursday
reviewed the entire spectrum

of cyber security and bilateral co-
operation in this field during the
fourth cyber dialogue between
the two nations. Giving details of
the virtual mode talks hosted by
India, the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) said that both
sides discussed important areas
of bilateral cyber cooperation
and reviewed the progress
achieved in the areas of cyber
security and Information and
Communication Technologies
(ICTs) including 5G Technology.
The two delegations exchanged
views on latest developments in
cyber domain and mutual coop-
eration during cyber consulta-
tions at the United Nations and

other multilateral and regional
fora.  Both sides agreed to hold
the next India-Japan Cyber
Dialogue in 2023 as per mutual
convenience.

The Indian delegation was
led by Muanpuii Saiawi, Joint
Secretary, Cyber Diplomacy
Division (MEA) while the
Japanese delegation was led by
Yutaka Arima, Ambassador in-
charge of Cyber Policy, Ministry
of Foreign Affairs.

The Indian team consisted of
officials from the MEA, Ministry
of Home Affairs,  Ministry of
Defence, National Security
Council Secretariat, Ministry of
Electronics and Information
Technology, Department of
Telecommunications and Indian
Computer Emergency Response
Team among others.
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Sir  — The theme of the G7 Summit was to
discuss the invasion of Ukraine, ways and
means to stabilise energy markets and lessen
dependence on Russian gas and oil. Close
on the heels of the upcoming Nato Summit,
the G7 has laid out the contours of strate-
gic conversation around Ukraine. The
announcement of Partnership for Global
Infrastructure and Investment by US
President Joe Biden to invest $600 billion by
2027 in poor and developing countries is
aimed at providing an alternative to China’s
BRI, which is seen as imposing an unten-
able debt burden on developing countries.

PM Narendra Modi reminded the
western countries of their promises made
a decade ago of financing cleaner and green
technologies to the poor and developing
countries to the tune of $100 billion per year,
which have fallen far short of the target.
India's concern for greater investment in
cleaner technologies is real as it has been able
to achieve climate goals to a certain extent.
By neither endorsing the Chinese President’s
GPI nor commenting on Biden’s new ini-
tiative, India has rightly underlined its cen-
tral role in the new thrust for the Indo Pacific
by the western nations.

Vijay Singh Adhikari | Nainital
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Sir — In a horrific incident in Rajasthan’s
Udaipur district, two youth (Mohammed
Gos and Riyaz Ansari) who posed as cus-
tomers at a tailoring shop, allegedly behead-
ed tailor Kanhaiya Lal Teli days after he
allegedly shared social media posts in sup-
port of Nupur Sharma. The assailants
broke into his shop in daylight, stabbed him
multiple times with a sword and then slashed
his throat. Then the suspects posted a mes-
sage on social media bragging about their
misdeed. Lal had earlier complained about
receiving death threats over his alleged social
media post.

But the tailor himself was arrested and
the matter was ‘settled’ after police-mediat-
ed sessions between him and the com-
plainants. But the manner in which he was

butchered isn’t only shocking but gives clear
indication that terror-mongers were
involved. The mixed population of Hindus
and Muslims in the area is worried about
the growing tension. It’s heartening that
immediately after Lal’s murder, Ajmer
Dargah Deewan Zainul Abedin Ali Khan
said Indian Muslims will never allow the
Taliban mindset to spread in the country.
The National Investigation Agency has
already taken over the murder investigation
and re-registered a case under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act.

Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee | Faridabad
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Sir — With his victory, SAD (Amritsar)
president Simranjit Singh Mann in the Lok
Sabha bypoll wrested the lone seat held by
AAP. The bypoll was necessitated by the res-
ignation of Bhagwant Mann since he took
over as the Punjab Chief Minister. The
bypoll victories do not indicate the mood
of people or nation.  Therefore, any attribu-
tions to Mann’s victory or the opponent’s

defeat may be imaginary. A buoyed Mann
has credited the victory to Khalistani mil-
itant Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale. He should
have introspected before issuing such a con-
troversial statement. If Bhindranwale’s
teaching could permeate such an influence,
why was AAP brought to power instead of
his party?

Bhindranwale was certainly not a patri-
ot. He was a religious leader backed by
Pakistan for the aim of carving out
Khalistan. Indira Gandhi ordered Operation
Blue Star to check separatist activities,
which led to confrontation with the military
in 1984. At the time, Bhindranwale was
among those killed in Operation Blue Star.
If Mann thinks that his victory is a victory
for Khalistan’s movement, he is living in a
fool’s paradise. It may be recalled that he had
insisted that he be allowed to carry kirpan
to Parliament House.

KV Seetharamaiah | Bengaluru
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violence in West Bengal before
and after the polls in 2021,
which resulted in the killing
and rape of many Hindus, still
remain unpunished. Hence,
they feel emboldened.

However, it is time to pon-
der the unacceptable conduct
of people pushing forward
with the objectives of the
Islamic ummah. Khilafat was
discarded by Kamal Pasha in
Turkey but got a fresh lease of
life because of Gandhi, leading
to the genocide of Kerala
Hindus (Moplahs, 1921).
Subsequent emasculation of
the Indian National Congress,
leading to the Partition,
marked the ultimate defeat of
Hindus and a glorious victo-
ry for the Islamic ummah.
While Pakistan carried out a
systematic religio-ethnic
cleansing of its Hindu,
Buddhist, Sikhs population,
India’s “secular” leadership did
not permit any exchange of
population. Thus the basic
issue remained unresolved.

The Hindus of Kashmir
Valley turned into refugees in
their own land. Certain con-
stitutional provisions, gradual
extension of Sachar
Commission largesse,
Minority Commission and
the practice of helping the
obscurantist elements have
consolidated and rabid anti-
Hindu elements.

The academic curriculum
fashioned by Nehru-Azad-
Nurul Hasan-Arjun Singh has
strengthened this mindset that
tends to push India back and
destroys its very foundations.
Heavily santitised social-sci-
ence/ historical studies are the
biggest casualties.

The liberal and creative
space created by our saints and
seers over the millennium,
and later nurtured by the likes
of Bankim, Swami Dayanand,
Swami Vivekananda, Tilak,
Sri Aurobindo, Pauhari Baba,
Tagore and Savarkar, who had
warned us against the destruc-
tive elements, is being system-
atically destroyed. Our media
and entertainment industry are
in the hands of anti-Hindus.
Hence, urgent remedial legal
reforms are needed to define
“blasphemy”, impose condign
punishment for espousing
non-Indian ideas that violate
our political-legal system and
create a perpetually poiso-
nous atmosphere.

It is high time that the
ummah may have to explain,
and then compensate all those
in India (and also outside) who
feel deeply humiliated at the
sight of thousands of their
sacred places turned into
mosques and millions of their
fellow citizens imposed with
artificial Arab identity. Then
there is the issue of Wakf

property. Their crime multi-
plies when one adds to their
inhuman record the genocide
of Hindus and other minori-
ties in Afghanistan, Pakistan,
Bangladesh and in our own
Kashmir Valley. What ideolo-
gy explains these?

All those trying to corner
India must understand that
our people are very much
conscious of its rich indige-
nous civilisational legacies
and its immense potential.
India is a sovereign democra-
tic Republic, and confident of
chartering its own course
without unwarranted external
advisories and interference!
Those operating the global
interests of the ummah, like
the Organisation of Islamic
Countries, and certain other
countries and their Indian
agents demanding
action/apology from India
could be appropriately
advised that they must look
back at their own record of
unpardonable sacrilege on
the Indian soil over the cen-
turies. India’s wounded civil-
isation cannot be targeted
endlessly by terrorists in the
name of a global mission!

(The author wrote the for-
eign policy content of the BJP,
when its first website was
launched in 1998. Currently, he
is a Member, ICHR. The views
expressed are personal).
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In 1353, England had enact-
ed the Statute of Praemunire
to prohibit all appeals to
authorities outside England

involving cognisable cases before
the local courts. History knows
how Henry VIII (1509-1547)
had made use of this legal mea-
sure to bring an end to papal con-
trol, establish the sovereignty of
the English State, dissolve the
monasteries and taking forward
the process of reformation. These
have important lessons for many
cutting across national bound-
aries.

The ongoing display of street
violence in many cities of India,
the attack on railway carriages,
blockades put up on the high-
ways, coupled with incendiary
statements and threats of physi-
cal violence against the
spokespersons of the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party have once
again brought to the surface the
malignant influence of the Islamic
ummah on large sections of the
Indian population. The support
extended by the “secularists”,
basically anti-Hindus, has further
bolstered them. “Secularism”, as
it has been practised in India since
the Khilafat days, and more rigor-
ously after Independence/Partition,
is known for its promotion and
pampering of many absurdities,
irredentism, extra-territorial loyal-
ty and theologically sanctioned
intolerance/destruction of the
“other”.

Those who foul-mouth “oth-
ers” and threaten people with dire
consequences in the name of
alleged “blasphemy” must realise
that what was easily achievable in
the middle ages, long before the
advent of enlightenment, liberal-
ism, democratic system of gover-
nance, is not possible in 21st cen-
tury India. Whether to stay
cocooned in the primitive past or
move forward with time as the
rest of the civilised world is doing
is for the respective societies to
decide. It is true that certain polit-
ical parties and State
Governments have been partial to
jihadi outfits and appear sympa-
thetic to their atrocious religio-
political objectives. True, these
zealots were virtually let off for
their lawless behaviour over the
Citizenship Amendment Act,
2019. Those guilty of large-scale
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In the May 2014 general
elections, after a gap of 24
years, a single party won the

absolute majority in the Lok
Sabha.

PM Modi gave the mantra
of “sabka sath, sabka vikas” for
governance. This helped in
unveiling the pro-poor and
gender sensitive schemes such
as Ujjawala and Swachch
Bharat, besides enactment of
triple talaq legislation. India’s
international stature also grew
significantly. PM Modi retained
power after the 2019 elections
with BJP and its allies in the
NDA winning 335 Lok Sabha
seats.

On forest and environ-
ment conservation, it is worth-
while to assess the perfor-
mance of the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and
Climate Change. Policies of the

Environment sector influence
the success of several pro-
grammes of different
Ministries. There is a mixed
bag of assessment.

Soon after taking over the
reign of administration the
first thing the Ministry urgent-
ly needed was to ensure trans-
parency in granting forest and
environmental clearances.
Transparency is the hallmark of
corruption free governance.
The Ministry apart from other
steps had created a mechanism
under the ‘Parivesh’ portal
where all user agencies are
supposed to apply online for
environmental and forestry
clearances. It has ensured trans-
parency, accountability, and
time bound performance and
thus made the clearance
process free from delay and red
tape. Procedures were simpli-

fied for quick and profession-
al examination of proposals.
The changes ensured access of
services to all sections of the
people. While the poor people
in the villages got quick clear-
ances at the Regional
offices/DFO levels for schools,
police outpost, hospitals and
other developmental works,
the industries and other pub-
lic utility sectors, necessary
for infrastructure and develop-
ment like water schemes, dams,
electricity and mining, got
timely clearances, which were
earlier delayed for several years.

In a major reform, the
Ministry in 2021 re-organized
its regional offices by restruc-
turing the manpower, besides
constituting regional empow-
ered committees so that inter-
face with people and state gov-
ernments improves for better

governance and cut delays.
The Forest Survey of India

recorded an 8021 square km
increase in overall forest and
tree cover amounting to one
percent jump in forest and
tree cover during 2015 to 2017.
Similarly, the trend continued
during 2019 to 2021 when the
forest and tree cover in the
country increased by 2261
square km, taking the country’s
forest and tree cover to 80.9
million hectares with 24.62
per cent of the geographic
area. The tiger population in
the country has witnessed a
steady increase from 2226 in
2014 to 2967 in the latest
assessment.

The Compensatory
Afforestation and Management
Authority (CAMPA)
Amendment Bill was languish-
ing for a long time. The govern-

ment brought accountability
and streamlined the use of
CAMPA funds, amounting
more than Rs 80,000 crore.
More than Rs 48,000 crore
was released by December
2021 to 32 States which will
give impetus to increase the
forest cover.

The welfare of more than
10 crore tribal people is at the
core of the policy making of the
government. The Ministry has
signed a memorandum with
the Ministry of Tribal Affairs to
sort out the emerging issues
between the two Ministries in
the implementation of Forest
Right Act 2006. The Ministry
of Tribal Affairs in 2018
launched the ‘Van Dhan’
scheme in 2018 through
TRIFED. This cross cutting
scheme aims at increasing the
income of tribal people

engaged in the collection of
Minor Forest Products (MFPs)
through value addition of the
products through Minimum
Support Price (MSP) &
Development of value Chain
for MFPs in 340 districts of 27
states through 3225 Van Dhan
Vikas Kendras to 10 lakh trib-
als.

On the international stage,
PM Modi has assumed the
leadership role in the field of
climate change negotiations
and India is the voice of devel-
oping countries. India has solid
achievements in the field of
combating climate change. The
Prime Minister jointly with
French President Emanuel
Macron created an
International Solar Alliance to
combat climate change.  India
has achieved its voluntary tar-
get of reducing emissions

intensity of its GDP by 21 per
cent over 2005 levels by 2020
and is poised to achieve 35 per
cent reduction well before the
target year of 2030 and carbon
neutrality by 2070. India is
home to 17 percent of the
world population but our emis-
sion footprint is only 4 per cent
compared with the developed
world’s 60 per cent with 17 per
cent population.

However, on the flip side
the Ministry has fallen in the
trap of a few foreign agencies
by promoting certification of
government forests. It will
compromise the sovereignty
of the country on our natural
resources and the Prime
Minister as well as External
Affairs Minister must caution
the Environment Minister
from ‘acting penny wise pound
foolish’.
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���0��	/	"���#����� Sexual violence is widely equated
with rape cases. The media spotlight
brings spotlight on increasing crime
rates, violence against women and

safety of women. But sexist harassment, the
most commonplace and everyday occur-
rence, is normalized.

Sexist harassment is consumed as
something very normal. This normalcy is
because of the patriarchal perspectives.
There could be a fear factor too, for the vic-
tim might be unsure about raising voice.
The act of sexist harassment for many sim-
ply means “a friendly gesture” or “a naïve
joke.” Thus, as rightly pointed out by Sheela
Suryanarayanan, there is “an expensive
silence” about sexist harassment.

Sexist violence begins from domestic
spaces that formulate and foster different
rules for women and men. This further gets
reinstated at social institutions. Human
minds are thought to be chastised by all
kinds of biases when they become educat-
ed, on the premise that higher education
institutions are considered as places that
host healthy debates on social taboos to
enable the youngsters to transcend bound-
aries of narrow mindedness, social inequal-
ities and identity crises.

Sadly, gender discrimination and sex-
ist violence creep into higher education
institutions and contaminate all possibili-
ties of establishing gender parity. Misogyny
is palpable in all sectors while educational
institutions are transforming into habitats
of sexist ideologies that victimise women
students, faculty, and non-teaching staff
alike although the nature and gravity of vio-
lence varies.

An integral constituent of educational
institutions is the student welfare office.
When this office itself operates as an
agency that endorses sexist notions either
by visibly channelling or by metaphorical-
ly sanctioning them, it is important to
underscore that everyone who consumes or
disseminates such ideologies becomes a part
of misogynistic propaganda.

Many of the educational institutions
impose separate rules for the female stu-
dents with regard to the dress, behaviour
and their conduct on campus. Even during
arts and sports festivals which allow the men
students to be part of the festivities, the
women can be a part of it until it is the time
for them to get back to their hostels as there
is a “gendered curfew” on campus.
Authorities circulate notices that prescribe
separate rules for women students and their
men counterparts.

However, sexism operates covertly
through subtle references towards the
character of the girl who violates the pop-
ular gender expectations of the authorities.
If confronted about the unjust treatment
and policing, the authorities always defend
themselves using benevolent sexism, with
the best intention to protect the womenfolk!

Recently the Dean of Students’ Welfare
of an Institution of Eminence in central
India issued a pamphlet on dangers of drug
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use, worded supposedly for witty
and catchy slogans, created by stu-
dents as part of a competition.
These slogans were accredited and
enlisted as the best entries from the
contest.

“Drug and Death - Couple
with No Divorce” topped the rest
and the acknowledgment of the
nuanced and metaphorical refer-
ences to the wife and husband never
to be divorced appears both com-
pulsorily heterosexual and naïve,
not to mention the valorised nature
of the marital relationship as the
ideal and the goal of all youthful
relationships. This slogan is an
allegory of the conservative rein-
forcement of the institution of
marriage and propagating such
ideas in a university campus where
youth must engage in critical ques-
tioning of institutions that must be
condemned. The pamphlet institu-
tionalised the ritual of sexist harass-
ment.

To begin with, why is there a
need to gender the drug-use and
drug-menace?

‘Heroine’ being punned with
‘heroin’ and the appeal to be a ‘hero’
without the counterpart are all
such supposedly ‘powerful slogans’
that disturbingly equate drugs with
women. “Be a hero without hero-
in” is an index of the masculine con-
struction of heroism where the
absence of the female counterpart
adds to the glory of being a hero.
Thinking in binaries, having a
choice of either this or that, encour-
ages irrationality. This is very evi-
dent in the immediate one that fol-
lows - Heroin will make you loose
[sic] Heroine! Although it sounds
apparently innocent and jocular,
this slogan shows the sheer absence
of gender sensitivity.

Secondly, it normalises the

prevalent gender stereotypes and
patriarchal prejudices that exist
around us. Women connoting
drugs, inebriation and destruction
being hailed as winning slogans is
a reinforcement of unjust gender
relations through not-so-veiled
metaphors in the minds of the
youth.

Benevolent sexism and ‘con-
cerns about protecting the rich cul-
tural traditions of India’ had been
metaphorically showcased when
the men students of another central
university in northern India covered
the university’s walls with the pic-
ture of a ‘caged bird’ in which each
bar of the cage represented ‘faith’,
‘dignity’, ‘submission’ and ‘morali-
ty’ with an inscription that cancelled
any attempts of women to claim
their human rights as ‘evil’ acts. In
the same institute, women stu-
dents were denied access to the
library as the head of the institution
believed that their presence unnec-
essarily invited boys to the library!
The academic implications of this
curfew had already been debated
back in 2014.

Thus, the passive consumers of
sexist ideology in fact indirectly or
intently become its spokespersons
later. A woman scholar from an
institute of national importance
states: “In a recent sports event, our
batch won the overall champi-
onship. One of the teammates, a
boy, said that the girls should go and
collect the trophy even though
they did not partake in the match.
When asked about the reason for
this he said that it was a compen-
sation for cheering them which
came as an insult for all of us girls.
Our gestures of solidarity were
misread and our male friends con-
sidered us cheer girls”.

Despite clearing the UGC

National Eligibility Test (NET) and
securing a Master’s and a B. Ed.
Degree from two different central
universities, a woman lecturer was
reduced to her clothing by the man-
agement of College of Applied
Sciences (CAS), Kodungalloor,
Kerala. The lecturer refused to
meet the management’s condition
of wearing a saree and had to resign.
This incident resulted in the state’s
higher education department issu-
ing a circular, in November 2021,
that clarified that the teachers do not
have to adhere to a particular dress
code.

It is embarrassing to understand
that the statutes of various Central
Universities, IITs and NITs carry
gendered language. The references
in these documents to the princi-
pal administrators like the Vice
Chancellor, Director, Deputy
Director and Registrar have taken
the personal pronoun ‘he’ with its
variant possessive forms wherever
required. Does it mean that there is
a predominant assumption about a
woman’s incapability to assume
positions of power? Or is it manda-
tory that a woman, if at all fortunate
to be in an office, compromises with
the male oriented linguistic con-
structions evident in these docu-
ments?

Sexist harassment and the pre-
vailing misogynistic sentiments
around us certainly do have a neg-
ative impact on women’s personal
and professional development. It is
high time society, especially its
educational institutions, stopped
objectifying women as pleasing
gadgets/substances or as powerless
secondary citizens.

Gender equality is one of the
development goals that we need to
strive towards for a sustainable
society.
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Ferdinand Marcos Jr., the namesake
son of an ousted dictator, praised

his father's legacy and glossed over its
violent past as he was sworn in as
Philippine president on Thursday
after a stunning election victory that
opponents say was pulled off by
whitewashing his family's image.

His rise to power, 36 years after an
army-backed “People Power” revolt
booted his father from office and into
global infamy, upends politics in the
Asian democracy, where a public
holiday, monuments and the
Philippine Constitution stand as
reminders of the end of Ferdinand
Marcos Sr.'s tyrannical rule.

But in his inaugural speech,
Marcos Jr. Defended the legacy of his
late father, who he said accomplished
many things that had not been done
since the country's independence.

"He got it done, sometimes with
the needed support, sometimes with-
out. So will it be with his son,” he said
to applause from his supporters in the
crowd. “You will get no excuses from
me.”

“My father built more and better

roads, produced more rice than all
administrations before his,” Marcos Jr.
Said.

He praised the infrastructure pro-
jects by his predecessor, Rodrigo
Duterte, who ended his six-year term
also with a legacy of violence, strong-
man rule and contempt for those who
stood in his path.

The new president called for
unity, saying “we will go farther
together than against each other. He
did not touch on the human rights
atrocities and plunder his father was
accused of, saying he would not talk
about the past but the future.

Activists and survivors of the
martial law era under his father
protested Marcos Jr.'s inauguration,
which took place at a noontime cer-
emony at the steps of the National
Museum in Manila.

Thousands of police officers,
including anti-riot contingents, SWAT
commandos and snipers, were
deployed in the bayside tourist district
for security.

Chinese Vice President Wang
Qishan and US Vice President Kamala
Harris's husband Doug Emhoff were
among foreign dignitaries who attend-

ed the event that featured a 21-gun
salute, a military parade and air force
jet fly-bys.

“Wow is this really happening?”
asked Bonifacio Ilagan, a 70-year-old
activist who was detained and severe-
ly tortured by counterinsurgency
forces during the elder Marcos's rule.
“For victims of martial law like me,
this is a nightmare.”

Marching in the streets, the pro-
testers displayed placards that read,
”Never again to martial law” and
“Reject Marcos-Duterte”.

Such historical baggage and antag-
onism stand to hound Marcos Jr.
During a six-year presidency begin-
ning at a time of intense crises.

The Philippines has been among
the countries worst-hit in Asia by the
two-year coronavirus pandemic, after
more than 60,000 deaths and extend-
ed lockdowns sent the economy to its
worst recession since World War II
and worsened poverty, unemployment
and hunger.

As the pandemic was easing early
this year, Russia's invasion of Ukraine

sent global inflation soaring and
sparked fears of food shortages.

Last week, Marcos Jr. Announced
he would serve as secretary of agri-
culture temporarily after he takes
office to prepare for possible food
supply emergencies.

He also inherits decades-old
Muslim and communist insurgencies,
crime, gaping inequality and political
divisions inflamed by his election.

Congress last month proclaimed
his landslide victory, as well as that of
his running mate Sara Duterte, the
daughter of the outgoing president, in
the vice-presidential race.

“I ask you all pray for me, wish me
well. I want to do well because when
the president does well, the country
does well,” he said after his congres-
sional proclamation. Marcos Jr.
Received more than 31 million votes
and Sara Duterte more than 32 mil-
lion of the more than 55 million votes
cast in the May 9 election — massive
victories that will provide them robust
political capital as they face tremen-
dous challenges as well as doubts aris-
ing from their fathers' reputations. It
was the first majority presidential vic-
tory in the Philippines in decades.
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Disgraced R&B superstar R.
Kelly was sentenced

Wednesday to 30 years in prison
for using his fame to sexually
abuse young fans, including
some who were just children, in
a systematic scheme that went
on for decades.

Through tears and anger,
several of Kelly's accusers told a
court in New York City, and the
singer himself, that he had mis-
led and preyed upon them.

“You made me do things
that broke my spirit. I literally
wished I would die because of
how low you made me feel,” said
one unnamed survivor, direct-
ly addressing Kelly, who kept his
hands folded and his eyes down-
cast. “Do you remember that?”
she asked.

Kelly, 55, didn't give a state-
ment and showed no reaction on
hearing his penalty, which also
included a $100,000 fine. He has
denied wrongdoing, and he
plans to appeal his conviction.
The Grammy-winning, multi-
platinum-selling songwriter was
found guilty last year of racke-
teering and sex trafficking at a
trial that gave voice to accusers
who had previously wondered if
their stories were being ignored
because they were Black women.
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Israel's experiment with the
most diverse political alliance

ranging from the Left, Centre
and Right to even an Islamist
Arab party finally came to an
end on Thursday with the
Knesset voting to disperse itself
in an overwhelming 92-0 vote,
clearing the way for fresh polls
— the fifth in less than four
years. The “anti-Netanyahu”
glue (the resolve to keep former
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu away from power)
that kept the diverse partners
with sharp ideological differ-
ences together for a little more
than a year finally gave in
under the weight of its incom-
patibility.

Uncomfortable members
kept the government on its toes
all through its stint and chose
to go with “their conscience”
finally making it untenable
while the Netanyahu bloc
remained loyal to him, block-
ing the government even on
issues which otherwise gelled
along with their ideology.

The decision to dissolve the
120-member Knesset
(Parliament) came right up to
the wire, as Israel stood on the
threshold of entering an

unprecedented and chaotic
legal situation on the West
Bank.

Israel set up Israeli legal
status for settlers in the West
Bank, while creating separate
legal treatment for Palestinians
living in the same locations,
through emergency regula-
tions that were put in place in
1967 and must be renewed
every five years.

The current regulations
were to expire Thursday at
midnight and in one of the
events that precipitated the
coalition's demise, the govern-
ment was unable to muster
support to pass the renewal
against an opposition deter-
mined to block even laws it ide-

ologically supports in order to
bring about the government's
end. Israel's Knesset voted to
disband itself on Thursday
morning, sending the country
reeling toward its fifth election
since 2019. The last general
election was held in March
2021. Parliament voted to dis-
perse 92–0, setting the next
round of elections on
November 1.

The coalition agreement
paves the way for Foreign
Minister and Alternate Prime
Minister Yair Lapid, 58, to for-
mally succeed as Prime
Minister at midnight when
Naftali Bennett, 50, assumes
the role of an Alternate Prime
Minister.
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The number of new coron-
avirus cases rose by 18 per

cent in the last week, with more
than 4.1 million cases report-
ed globally, according to the
World Health Organisation.

The UN health agency said
in its latest weekly report on the
pandemic that the worldwide
number of deaths remained rel-
atively similar to the week
before, at about 8,500. COVID-
related deaths increased in
three regions: the Middle East,
Southeast Asia and the
Americas. The biggest weekly
rise in new COVID-19 cases
was seen in the Middle East,
where they increased by 47 per
cent, according to the report
released late Wednesday.
Infections rose by about 32 per
cent in Europe and Southeast
Asia, and by about 14 per cent
in the Americas, WHO said.

WHO Director-General
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
said cases were on the rise in
110 countries, mostly driven by
the omicron variants BA.4 and
BA.5. “This pandemic is chang-
ing, but it's not over,” Tedros
said this week during a press
briefing. He said the ability to
track COVID-19's genetic evo-
lution was “under threat” as
countries relaxed surveillance
and genetic sequencing efforts,

warning that would make it
more difficult to catch emerg-
ing and potentially dangerous
new variants.

He called for countries to
immunise their most vulnera-
ble populations, including
health workers and people over
60, saying that hundreds of mil-
lions remain unvaccinated and
at risk of severe disease and
death. Tedros said that while
more than 1.2 billion COVID-
19 vaccines have been admin-
istered globally, the average
immunization rate in poor
countries is about 13 per cent.

“If rich countries are vac-
cinating children from as
young as six months old and
planning to do further rounds
of vaccination, it is incompre-
hensible to suggest that lower-
income countries should not
vaccinate and boost their most
at risk (people),” he said.

According to figures com-
piled by Oxfam and the
People's Vaccine Alliance, fewer
than half of the 2.1 billion vac-
cines promised to poorer coun-
tries by the Group of Seven
large economies have been
delivered. Earlier this month,
the US authorised COVID-19
vaccines for infants and
preschoolers, rolling out a
national immunisation plan
targeting 18 million of the
youngest children.

���� ���2����2

Chinese leader Xi Jinping
arrived in Hong Kong on

Thursday ahead of the 25th
anniversary of the British han-
dover and after a two-year
transformation bringing the
city more tightly under
Communist Party control. It is
Xi's first trip outside of main-
land China in nearly 2 ½ years.

Supporters waving Chinese
and Hong Kong flags chanted
“Welcome, welcome! Warm
welcome!” as Xi's train pulled
into the train station.

Xi and his wife, Peng
Liyuan, were welcomed by city
leader Carrie Lam as they
alighted the train. Xi waved at
supporters who welcomed him
on the platform, and later
greeted John Lee, the city's
incoming leader, and Leung
Chun-ying, a former chief
executive of the city, along
with other officials. 

“I'm very happy to be in
Hong Kong," Xi said in a
speech at the Hong Kong West
Kowloon train station. “It's
been five years since I last vis-
ited, and in the past five years
I've been paying attention to
and thinking about Hong
Kong."

Under Xi's leadership,
China has reshaped Hong
Kong in the past two years,
cracking down on protest and
freedom of speech and intro-
ducing a more patriotic cur-
riculum in schools. The
changes have all but eliminat-
ed opposition voices and driven
many to leave.

Hong Kong and nearby
Macao are special administra-
tive regions that are governed
separately from the rest of
China, known as the Chinese
mainland.

Xi has not left China since
the COVID-19 pandemic took
hold. China has maintained a
strict “zero-COVID” policy
that aims to keep the virus out.
Xi's last overseas trip was to
Myanmar in January 2020.

At the train station, Xi
said Hong Kong has overcome
many challenges over the years
and had been “reborn from the
ashes” with “vigorous vitality.” 

“As long as we stick to the
one country, two systems'
framework, Hong Kong will
certainly have a brighter future
and will make new and bigger
contributions to the great reju-
venation of the Chinese peo-
ple,” he said.

Later Thursday, Xi is
expected to visit the Hong
Kong Science Park before
meeting with pro-Beijing
politicians and tycoons, and
then attend a closed-door ban-
quet hosted by Lam, the out-
going chief executive, accord-
ing to local newspaper South
China Morning Post.

Both Xi and Peng are like-
ly to spend Thursday night in
the Chinese city of Shenzhen —
15 minutes away from Hong
Kong by high-speed train —
and return to the city on Friday
morning to attend the July 1
events. On Friday, Xi will
attend a ceremony marking
Hong Kong's return to Chinese
rule on July 1, 1997 and offici-
ate an inauguration ceremony
for the new government led by
incoming leader Lee.

Ahead of his arrival in
Hong Kong, thousands of
guests — including top offi-
cials, lawmakers and diplo-
mats — checked in to quaran-
tine hotels earlier this week and
have been taking daily nucleic
acid tests as part of coronavirus
precautions.
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About half of Americans believe
former President Donald Trump
should be charged with a crime

for his role in the US Capitol attack on
Jan. 6, 2021, a new poll shows. The sur-
vey from The Associated Press-NORC
Center for Public Affairs Research finds
that 48% of US adults say the former
president should be charged with a crime
for his role, while 31% say he should not
be charged. An additional 20% say they
don't know enough to have an opinion.
Fifty-eight per cent say Trump bears a
great deal or quite a bit of responsibili-
ty for what happened that day. 

The poll was conducted after five
public hearings by the House commit-
tee,investigating Jan. 6, which has
sought to paint Trump's potential crim-
inal culpability in the events that led to
deadly insurrection. But it was taken
before Tuesday's surprise hearing fea-
turing former Trump White House aide
Cassidy Hutchinson. Her explosive tes-
timony provided the most compelling
evidence yet that the former president
could be linked to a federal crime,
experts say.

Views on Trump's criminal liabili-
ty break down predictably along party
lines, with 86% of Democrats but only
10% of Republicans saying Trump
should be charged with a crime. Among
Republicans, 68% say he should not be
charged and 21% say they don't know.
Still, the fact that nearly half the coun-
try believes he should be prosecuted is
a remarkable position for the former
president, pointing to the difficulties he
could face if he makes another run at
the White House in 2024.

For Ella Metze, a South Carolina
Democrat, Trump's culpability has
been clear from the beginning, when he
urged his supporters to march to the
Capitol on the morning of Jan. 6 and
“fight like hell.”  “It was meant to pro-
voke violence because he kept encour-
aging them," the 86-year-old told The
Associated Press. "As it happened, I

watched it all and I just thought why
doesn't somebody stop this? Why does-
n't he stop this?” 

Chris Schloemer, a Texas indepen-
dent, agreed Trump holds responsibil-
ity for egging on the crowd with his
baseless claims of election fraud. But,
the 61-year-old doesn't lay the blame
solely on Trump. Schloemer feels
Republicans in Congress have a hand
in what happened that day, too: “I feel
like people were afraid of Donald
Trump, especially Republican politi-
cians, and so they wouldn't rein him in,
and I think that just emboldened him."

And he's not alone. While views of
Trump's role have not changed since
December, Americans are somewhat
more likely now than they were then to
say Republicans in Congress were sig-
nificantly responsible for the events of
Jan. 6. Forty-six percent say that now,
up slightly from 41% in December. An
additional 21% say GOP lawmakers had
some responsibility and 30% say they
were not responsible. The change in the
share saying Republicans in Congress
have a large amount of responsibility
was driven mostly by Democrats and
independents.

Ulysses Bryant, a Democrat from
Florida, said while he always believed
Trump and the rioters should be
charged with a crime, he hadn't known
of the involvement of congressional
Republicans until he began to follow the
hearings. 

Close to 6 in 10 Americans — 56%
— say they followed news about the
congressional hearings. A smaller but
still sizeable share — 42% — say they
watched or listened. 

The nine-member panel, com-
prised of seven Democrats and two
Republicans, has worked around the
clock for the past year to investigate the
connection between Trump and his
allies and the violence and chaos that
ensued on the Capitol. The public
hearing phase of their investigation is
meant to put all of that investigative
work on display to the American pub-
lic in an effort to create a historical
record of what occurred. 

Seventy-five percent of Democrats
and 42% of Republicans say they fol-
lowed news about the hearings. More
Democrats than Republicans also say
they tuned in, 58% to 27%. The first of
the public hearings, which began in

early June, received high ratings for TV
viewership, though subsequent hearings
have received more modest ratings.

Kathlyn Keller, a retired investment
banker from San Francisco, is one of the
GOP voters who has tuned into the
hearings and still believes Trump holds
no responsibility for the events of that
day.

The 83-year-old thinks the only
people who should be charged are those
who brought weapons to the Capitol, or
anyone who got into the building and
caused damage inside. Trump “absolute-
ly shouldn't be charged with anything,”
she told AP.

Nonetheless, the committee plans to
continue its congressional probe and
present new evidence in the coming
weeks to its many viewers, including the
most important one: Attorney General
Merrick Garland. Regardless of public
opinion about Trump's likely criminal
involvement, lawmakers continue to
face a stark reality: While they can
investigate Jan. 6 and issue subpoenas
to gather information, only the Justice
Department can bring criminal charges.

But there are clear signs in recent
weeks that the Justice Department
appears to be escalating its probe of pro-
Trump efforts to overturn the 2020 elec-
tion. Federal agents on Wednesday
seized the cell phone of Trump lawyer
John Eastman, who was the architect
behind a plan to pressure then-Vice
President Mike Pence into rejecting the
electoral college results. 

Last week, authorities searched the
Virginia home of Jeffrey Clark, who was
known at the Justice Department to
champion Trump's false claims of elec-
tion fraud. Agents also served subpoe-
nas to the Republican Party chairmen
of Arizona, Nevada and Georgia, three
states that went for President Joe Biden
and where Trump allies created slates
of “alternate electors” intended to sub-
vert the vote. And Republicans in two
other states — Michigan and
Pennsylvania — disclosed they had
been interviewed by the FBI.
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Indirect negotiations
between Iran and the US

over Tehran's tattered nuclear
deal with world powers ended
Wednesday in Qatar after fail-
ing to make signif icant
progress amid a growing cri-
sis over the Islamic Republic's
atomic program, diplomats
said.

The Doha talks broke up
after two days without any sign
of a breakthrough, months
after talks in Vienna among all
of the deal's parties went on
“pause."

In the time since, Iran
shut off surveillance cameras
of international inspectors and
now has enough high-
enriched uranium to poten-
tially fashion into at least one
nuclear bomb if it chose.

And with Iran and the US
blaming each other for the
talks' failure, it remains
unclear when — or if — there
will be another round of nego-
tiations.

European Union mediator
Enrique Mora on Twitter
described as “intense” the two

days of talks in Doha.
"Unfortunately, not yet the

progress the EU team as coor-
dinator had hoped-for," Mora
wrote. “We will keep working
with even greater urgency to
bring back on track a key deal
for non-proliferation and
regional stability.”

Mora's comments came
hours after the semiofficial
Tasnim news agency, believed
to be close to Iran's hard-line
Revolutionary Guard,
described the negotiations as
finished hours before they
ended and having “no effect
on breaking the deadlock in
the talks.”

Tasnim claimed that the
American position did not
include “a guarantee for Iran
benefiting economically from
the deal,” quoting what it
described as unnamed
“informed sources.”

“Washington is seeking to
revive the (deal) in order to
limit Iran without economic
achievement for our country,”
the Tasnim report claimed. A
key sticking point has been
American sanctions targeting
the Guard.
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Religious leaders and others in
Savannah, Georgia's oldest

city, called Wednesday for the
police chief 's resignation and a
federal investigation into local
officer-involved shootings,
including one last week that left
a Black man dead.

The Georgia Bureau of
Investigation said it is indepen-
dently investigating Friday's fatal
shooting of a man who officers
spotted walking around midday
in the middle of a street. The
man, Saudi Arai Lee, 31, of
Savannah, lived in the neigh-
bourhood where the shooting
occurred.

"Family after family are cry-
ing because of sons or their
daughters shot down by this
police department and it must
stop," Elder James Johnson,
founder of the activist group
Racial Justice Network, said at a
news conference Wednesday.

"I don't know if it's the
training or a fear of a Black man,
but seems like they shoot and ask
questions later, and we cannot
and will not tolerate this," he said.

Officers approached Lee to
speak with him, the GBI said.
The agency said Lee immediately
showed them his wallet, saying
it contained his weapons permit,
and then lifted his shirt and
removed a weapon from a hol-
ster. Authorities said a short
chase followed and that Lee was
shot by Savannah Police Officer
Ernest Ferguson, who is white.
Officials said emergency medical
aid was rendered but Lee was
later pronounced dead at a hos-
pital.

"This man had a legal con-
cealed weapons permit and still
was shot down. It should never
be a death sentence (for) a Black
man for carrying a weapon,"
Johnson said.
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Russia on Thursday pulled
back its forces from a
strategically placed Black

Sea island where they have
faced relentless Ukrainian
attacks, but kept up its push to
encircle the last bulwark of
Ukraine's resistance in the east-
ern province of Luhansk.

Russia's Defense Ministry
said it withdrew its forces from
the Zmiyinyy (Snake) Island off
Ukraine's Black Sea port of
Odesa in what it described as
a “goodwill gesture.” Ukraine's
military said the Russians fled
the island in two speedboats
following a barrage of
Ukrainian artillery and missile
strikes. Russian Defense
Ministry spokesman Lt. Gen.
Igor Konashenkov insisted that
the withdrawal was intended to
demonstrate that “the Russian
Federation wasn't hampering
the United Nations' efforts to
establish a humanitarian cor-
ridor for taking agricultural
products from the territory of
Ukraine.”

Ukraine and the West have
accused Russian of blockading
Ukrainian ports to prevent
exports of grain, contributing
to the global food crisis. 

Russia has denied the accu-
sations and charged that
Ukraine needs to remove sea
mines from the Black Sea to
allow safe navigation.

Turkey has sought to bro-
ker a deal on unblocking grain
exports from Ukraine, but the
talks have dragged on without
any sign of quick progress,
with Kyiv voicing concern that
Russia could use the deal to
launch an attack on Odesa.

Russia took control of the
island that sits along a busy
shipping lane in the opening
days of the war in apparent
hope to use it as a staging

ground for an attack on Odesa.
The island came to epito-

mise the Ukrainian resistance
to the Russian invasion, when
Ukrainian troops there
received a demand from a
Russian warship to surrender
or face bombardment. “Russian
warship,” the answer came
back, “go (expletive) yourself.”

The Ukrainian defenders
of the island were captured by
the Russians but later freed as
part of a prisoner exchange.

After the island was taken,
the Ukrainian military relent-
lessly bombarded a small
Russian garrison and air
defense assets stationed there.

In the east of Ukraine on
Thursday, Moscow kept up its
push to take control of the
entire Donbas region. 

It is focused on the city of

Lysychansk, the last remaining
Ukrainian stronghold in the
Luhansk province. Russian
troops and their separatist
allies control 95% of Luhansk
and about half of Donetsk, the
two provinces that make up the
mostly Russian-speaking
Donbas.

The Ukrainian General
Staff said that the Russian
troops were shelling
Lysychansk and clashing with
Ukrainian defenders around an
oil refinery on the edge of the
city.

Luhansk Gov. Serhiy
Haidai said Russian reconais-
sance units tried to enter
Lysychansk Wednesday, but
were repelled by Ukrainian
forces. He said the Russians
were trying to block a highway
used to deliver supplies and

fully encircle the city.
“The Russians have thrown

practically all their forces to
seize the city,” Haidai said.

Speaking on a visit to
Turkmenistan early Thursday,
Russian President Vladimir
Putin said his goals in Ukraine
haven't changed since the start
of the war. He said they were
“the liberation of the Donbas,
the protection of these people
and the creation of conditions
that would guarantee the secu-
rity of Russia itself.” He made
no mention of his original
stated goals to “demilitarise”
and “de-Nazify” Ukraine.

He denied Russia had
adjusted its strategy after fail-
ing to take Kyiv in the early
stage of the conflict. “As you
can see, the troops are moving
and reaching the marks that

were set for them for a certain
stage of this combat work.
Everything is going according
to plan,” Putin said at a news
conference in Turkmenistan.

Funerals were to be held
Thursday for some of the 18
people confirmed killed by
Monday's Russian missile strike
on a busy shopping mall in the
central city of Kremenchuk.
Crews continued to search
through the rubble in search of
another 20 people who remain
missing.

Ukrainian State Emergency
Services press officer Svitlana
Rybalko told The Associated
Press that along with the 18
bodies, investigators found
fragments of eight more bod-
ies. It was not immediately clear
whether that meant there were
more victims. A number of sur-

vivors suffered severed limbs.
After the attack on the

mall, Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy accused
Russia of becoming a “terror-
ist” state. On Wednesday, he
reproached NATO for not
embracing or equipping his
embattled country more fully.

He asked for more modern
artillery systems and other
weapons and warned the
NATO leaders they either had
to provide Ukraine with the
help it needed to defeat Russia
or “face a delayed war between
Russia and yourself.”

On Thursday, Sweden
announced plans to send more
military support to Ukraine,
including anti-tank weapons,
support weapons and demining
equipment that it says Kyiv had
requested. “It is important that
the support to Ukraine from
the democratic countries in
Europe is continuous and long-
term,” Defense Minister Peter
Hultqvist said, according to the
Swedish news agency TT.

Hultqvist didn't say when
and how the equipment would
be delivered . Sweden was
invited at a NATO summit this
week to join the Western mil-
itary alliance.

Russia, shunned by the
West, has been intent on bol-
stering ties elsewhere. On
Thursday, Iranian state media
said that Iran has proposed
expanding financial exchanges
with Russia as well as cooper-
ating in the energy field with-
in a framework independent of
the Western financial exchange
system, while both countries
are under heavy sanctions.

Iranian President Ebrahim
Raisi and Putin met on the
sidelines of a summit of the
Caspian Sea Littoral States in
Ashgabat, Turkmenistan, state-
run IRNA news agency report-
ed on Thursday.
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Russian President Vladimir
Putin shot back at Western

leaders who mocked his ath-
letic exploits, saying they would
look “disgusting” if they tried
to emulate his bare-torso
appearances.

Putin made the comment
during a visit to Turkmenistan
early on Thursday when asked
about Western leaders joking
about him at the G7 summit.

As they sat down for talks,
British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson jested that G7 leaders
could take their clothes off to
"show that we're tougher than
Putin” amid Russia-West ten-
sions over Moscow's military
action in Ukraine.

Canadian premier Justin
Trudeau joked that Western
leaders could try to match

Putin's naked torso pictures
with a “bare-chested horseback
riding display”, one of his wide-
ly publicised athletic adven-
tures.

Speaking to reporters,
Putin retorted that, unlike him,
Western leaders abuse alcohol
and don't do sports.

“I don't know how they
wanted to get undressed, above
or below the waist," he said.
"“But I think it would be a dis-
gusting sight in any case.”
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The UK will provide anoth-
er 1 billion pounds of mil-

itary support to Ukraine,
British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson announced at a NATO
Leaders' Summit in Madrid on
Thursday.

This latest funding has
been dubbed a new phase in
the international community's
support to Ukraine. It will go
towards capabilities including
sophisticated air defence sys-
tems, uncrewed aerial vehicles,
innovative new electronic war-
fare equipment and thousands
of pieces of vital kit for
Ukrainian soldiers.

"[Russian President]
Putin's brutality continues to
take Ukrainian lives and threat-
en peace and security across
Europe,” said Johnson.

"As Putin fails to make the
gains he had anticipated and
hoped for and the futility of this
war becomes clear to all, his
attacks against the Ukrainian
people are increasingly bar-
baric. UK weapons, equip-
ment and training are trans-
forming Ukraine's defences
against this onslaught. And
we will continue to stand
squarely behind the Ukrainian
people to ensure Putin fails in
Ukraine,” he said.

Downing Street said the
funding represents the first
step in enabling Ukraine to go

beyond their valiant defence
against the illegal Russian inva-
sion to mounting offensive
operations against Russian
ground forces in order to
restore Ukrainian sovereignty.

The latest announcement
brings the total UK military
support since the outbreak of
war to 2.3 billion pounds –
more than any country other
than the United States.

Support so far includes
more than 5,000 NLAW anti-
tank missiles made in Northern
Ireland, long-range multiple
launch rocket systems, artillery
systems, including 155mm self
propelled guns, and rapid
design and production of short
to medium range persistent loi-
tering munitions by a UK
start-up company.

Last week, the prime min-
ister also announced the UK
was offering a comprehensive
new training programme to the
Ukrainian Armed Forces, help-
ing them build long-term
endurance in the face of con-
tinuing Russian barbarism.

"Britain's commitment to
Ukraine is real and constant
and we will stand by them until
Russia changes course. This
military assistance will help
them intensify their fight
against Russian aggression and
ensure they have the defence
capabilities they need,” said
UK Defence Secretary Ben
Wallace.
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On the outskirts of a
Ukrainian village stand

the remnants of a small school
that was partially destroyed in
the early weeks of the Russian
invasion.

Surrounded by tall pine
trees, the school's broken win-
dows offer glimpses of aban-
doned classrooms that are
unlikely to see students again
anytime soon. It is just one of
many buildings in Yahidne
that were shattered by the war.

But this village and others
are gradually returning to life
a few months after Russian
troops retreated from the
northern Chernihiv region.
Now people are repairing
homes, and the sound of con-
struction tools fills the air.
Volunteers from all over
Ukraine, and from other coun-
tries, are coming to help
because there is so much to do
before another winter
approaches. Among the work-
ers are a copywriter and a
cameraman who have been
repairing the roof of the apart-
ment block in front of the
school for several days under a
scorching sun.

Denys Ovcharenko, 31,

and Denys Huschyk, 43, came
from the capital, Kyiv. They
joined a volunteer building
organization called Dobrobat,
a name that combines “dobro,”
or kindness, with “bat” for
battalion. The men and 22
other volunteers help their
compatriots return to their
homes as soon as possible.

“While the guys are pro-
tecting us, we work here,”

Huschyk said, referring to
troops at the front.

No one in the village yet
plans to rebuild the school,
which was used by the Russians
as a base. Villagers prefer not
to mention the place at all.

Most of Yahidne's resi-
dents — almost 400 people —
spent a month in the school's
basement, where they were
held around the clock as

human shields to protect
against an attack by the
Ukrainian army.

Only occasionally did the
Russian troops allow villagers
to climb upstairs and enter the
yard. But that was not
enough. Ten people died in
the dark, crowded basement.
Survivors blame the lack of
fresh air. 

The Russians left the vil-

lage at the end of March.
The Dobrobat group plans

to repair the roofs of 21 hous-
es in the coming weeks. The
volunteers include teachers,
athletes and programmers.
About 80% of them have no
experience in construction.

Yahidne is just one of the
villages in northern Ukraine
that suffered from Russia's
aggression. And Dobrobat is
just one of the groups respond-
ing, sometimes drawing vol-
unteers from beyond Ukraine.

A father and son from the
Czech Republic decided to
spend their annual family trip
in Ukraine this year. Michal
and Daniel Kahle see each
other for only a few weeks each
summer, as the son studies in
the United States.

“We wanted to do some-
thing meaningful instead of just
being tourists,” said Daniel,
21.

That's how they came to
the town of Makariv in the Kyiv
region. Many buildings there
were destroyed or damaged in

the first weeks of the war.
Father and son joined the

youth volunteer movement
Building Ukraine Together,
which since 2014 has helped
restore damaged buildings in
eastern Ukraine. For several
days, together with young
people from different parts of
Ukraine, they worked to
rebuild the Makariv fire
department, which was hit by
an artillery shell on March 12.

“It's a long game. We can-
not pause our lives, sit at
home and wait for the war to
end,” said Tetyana Symkovych,
the volunteer group's coordi-
nator in Makariv. Many
Ukrainians volunteer because
they want to be helpful. But
that is not the only reason
Yulia Kapustienko comes to
the fire department every

morning to putty the walls. At
the end of April, the young
woman left Mariupol after
spending two months in the
besieged port city.

“I saw dead bodies and
burned houses. Still, when I
see a normal house, I auto-
matically imagine what will
happen to it after the rocket
hits," she said. “It is impossi-
ble to erase this from your
mind. But at the same time, I
try not to get stuck in the past,
so it is important for me to do
something, to take responsi-
bility.” The 23-year-old is orig-
inally from Horlivka in the
eastern Donetsk region. Her
first experience of armed
occupation was in 2014. After
that, she cried for three years,
unable to endure the loss of
her hometown.
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Amos Hochstein, President
Joe Biden's point man for

global energy problems, says he
knows that transitioning away
from the climate-wrecking pol-
lution of fossil fuels is the only
way to go. He advocates
urgently for renewable energy,
for energy-smart thermostats
and heat pumps.

But when it comes to tack-
ling the pressing energy chal-
lenges presented by Russia's
war on Ukraine, Hochstein
also can sound like nothing as
much as the West's oilfield
roustabout, taking a giant pipe
wrench to the world's near-cri-
sis-level energy shortfalls.

Appearing before a Senate
Foreign Relations subcommit-
tee this month on US help in
Europe's Russian-fueled ener-
gy problems, Hochstein spoke
enthusiastically of prospects
for a new floating natural gas
terminal in Albania, new gas
connections elsewhere in the
Balkans.
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Evidence suggests twin Russian airstrikes
deliberately targeted a theater being used as

a shelter in the besieged city of Mariupol, the
rights group Amnesty International said in a
report released Thursday.

The report condemned the attack as a war
crime. Amnesty said there was no evidence that
the Donetsk Academic Regional Drama Theater
was a base of operations for Ukrainian soldiers
and every indication that it was a haven for civil-
ians seeking protection from weeks of relent-
less shellings and airstrikes.

The March 16 airstrike devastated the
building, collapsing its rear and side walls direct-
ly onto a field kitchen used as a community
gathering space for food, water and scarce news
about evacuations and the war. 

City officials initially estimated around 300
dead. An Associated Press investigation found
the attack may have killed closer to 600 peo-
ple inside and outside the building. Most of the
two dozen survivors and witnesses AP inter-
viewed put the number even higher.

Researchers for Amnesty International
identified 12 of the dead. 

Those who bore witness "saw bodies,
remains of bodies. And that's how we can try
to reconstruct. But the truth is that we will never
know the truth. We will never get the final fig-

ure. And what is more or horrifying for me is
that we will never know the whole names," said
Oksana Pokalchuk, Amnesty's director gener-
al for Ukraine. 

The Amnesty team interviewed 52 sur-
vivors and first-hand witnesses, about half of
whom were either in the theater or nearby.
Using satellite imagery from that morning, they
determined that the sky was consistently clear
enough for any pilot to see the word "CHIL-
DREN" written in giant Cyrillic letters in the
building's front and back.

Physicists and weapons analysts examined
imagery of the debris and determined that two
500 kilogram bombs dropped from a Russian
jet were the most likely munition. Their find-
ing was consistent with the testimony from mul-
tiple witnesses who told The Associated Press
they had heard two explosions.
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New Delhi: German luxury
carmaker BMW on Thursday
said it has launched the '50
Jahre M Edition' of the BMW
6 Series in India priced at Rs
72.9 lakh (ex-showroom).

The limited edition model
has been launched to com-
memorate the 50th anniversary
of the BMW M GmbH, a sub-
sidiary of BMW AG which
manufactures high-perfor-
mance cars, the automaker
said in a statement.

Locally produced at com-
pany's Chennai plant, the
exclusive edition comes in a
petrol variant – the BMW 630i
M Sport.

Available in limited num-

bers only, this bespoke model
can be booked online via com-
pany's portal from Thursday
onwards, the automaker 
stated.

BMW India had recently
announced that it will launch
10 units of '50 Jahre M Editions'
to celebrate its M sub-brand. 

The BMW 6 Series execu-
tive sedan comes with the
practicality of a crossover and
the dynamics of a sports car,
the company noted.

The model comes with a 2-
litre petrol engine which gen-
erates maximum output of 258
hp enabling 0-100 kmph accel-
eration in just 6.5 
seconds. PTI

New Delhi: The Central
Government's fiscal deficit at
the end of May stood at 12.3
per cent of the annual budget
target for 2022-23, mainly due
to higher expenditure, accord-
ing to official data released on
Thursday.

Fiscal deficit is the difference
between total expenditure and
revenue of the government. It is
an indication of the total bor-
rowings that are needed by the
government. The fiscal deficit
was at 8.2 per cent of the Budget
Estimate (RE) of 2021-22 dur-
ing the corresponding period.

In actual terms, the deficit
was at Rs 2,03,921 crore at the
end of May, as per the data
released by the Controller
General of Accounts (CGA).

The country's fiscal deficit
is projected at 6.4 per cent of
the GDP for this fiscal ending
March 2023 as against 6.71 per
cent for the previous year.

As per the data, the total
receipts of the government at
the end of May was at Rs 3.81
lakh crore or 16.7 per cent of
the BE for 2022-23. The col-
lection was about 18 per cent
of the BE of 2021-22 in the cor-
responding period last fiscal.

In May, the tax (net) rev-
enue was at 15.9 per cent of the
BE of 2022-23. It was 15.1 per
cent of the BE 2021-22 in the
year-ago period. In actual
terms, the net tax revenue
stood at Rs 3,07,589 crore dur-
ing April-May 2022-23.

As per the data, the cen-
tral government's total expen-
diture at the end of May stood
at Rs 5.85 lakh crore or 14.8 per
cent of this year's BE. It was
13.7 per cent of the BE in the
corresponding period.

For 2022-23, the fiscal
deficit of the government is
estimated to be Rs 16,61,196
crore. PTI
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Mumbai: Reserve Bank
Governor Shaktikanta Das on
Thursday described cryp-
tocurrencies as "clear danger"
and said that anything that
derives value based on make
believe, without any underly-
ing, is just speculation under a
sophisticated name.

The Government is in the
process of finalising a consul-
tation paper on cryptocurren-
cies after gathering inputs from
various stakeholders and insti-
tutions.

Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has been flagging con-
cerns about cryptocurrencies,
which are seen as a highly spec-
ulative asset.

In the foreword to the 25th
issue of the Financial Stability
Report (FSR) released on
Thursday, Das also said that as
the financial system gets
increasingly digitalised, cyber
risks are growing and need spe-
cial attention.

"We must be mindful of
the emerging risks on the hori-
zon. Cryptocurrencies are a
clear danger. Anything that
derives value based on make
believe, without any underly-
ing, is just speculation under a
sophisticated name," Das said.

In recent weeks, cryp-
tocurrencies, which are not
back by any underlying value,
have witnessed massive volatil-
ity amid global uncertainties.

RBI first come out with a
circular regarding cryptocur-
rencies in 2018 and had barred
entities regulated by it from
dealing in such instruments.
However, in early 2020,

Supreme Court struck down
the circular.

While regulatory clarity is
yet to emerge with respect to
the cryptocurrency space in the
country, the government is
working to finalise a consulta-
tion paper on cryptocurrencies
with inputs from various stake-
holders and institutions,
including the World Bank and
the IMF.

In the foreword of the FSR,
Das also said that while tech-
nology has supported the reach
of the financial sector and its
benefits must be fully har-
nessed, its potential to disrupt
financial stability has to be
guarded against.
"As the financial system gets

increasingly digitalised, cyber
risks are growing and need spe-
cial attention," he noted.

Regarding the economy,
he said it is skewed towards
global spillovers and geopolit-

ical tensions.
The Indian financial sys-

tem exhibits underlying robust-
ness and resilience to withstand
these shocks. "Our endeavour
is to face all challenges, exter-
nal and internal, with strength
and innovative solutions for the
Indian financial system," he
added. A noteworthy feature of
the current situation is the
overall resilience of Indian
financial institutions, which
should stand the economy in
good stead as it strengthens its
prospects. This reflects a com-
bination of good governance
and risk management practices,
he said.

According to him, the
stress test results presented in
the FSR demonstrate that
banks are well positioned to
withstand even severe stress
scenarios without falling below
the minimum capital require-
ment. PTI
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With the trade negotia-
tions between the India

and UK gaining pace, the
Confederation of Indian
Alcoholic Beverage Companies
(CIABC), a body of the Indian
alcoholic beverage manufac-
turers, has written to the Union
Minister for Commerce &
Industry and the team negoti-
ating FTA to ensure that United
Kingdom (UK) removes Non-
Tariff Measures (NTM) used by
it to prevent Indian 
products from entering their
market.

According to Vinod Giri,
Director General, CIABC: “An
FTA must ensure equal oppor-
tunities and level playing field
for both sides, and no misuse
by either side. 

Unless UK agrees to
remove minimum maturation
requirement for Indian whisky
which is used to block whisky

from India, the largest pro-
ducer of whisky in the world,
the FTA will be a one-way affair
with no benefit to India.”

CIABC maintains that the
UK uses the condition of min-
imum 3 years maturity for
whisky to unfairly protect its
own industry. 

“India is a major whisky
producing country and yet out
of the 70 lakh cases of whisky
exported from India every year,
not even 10,000 make it to the
UK. It is so because the condi-
tion of minimum 3 years matu-
rity means 30% loss of the spir-
it due to evaporation which in
turn makes Indian products
just uncompetitive. 

There is sufficient techni-
cal evidence in public domain
which establishes that whisky
matures 3-5 times faster in
Indian climate and the effect of
3 years maturation in the UK
can be achieved in just 6-9
months in India,” Giri 
noted.

Giri further said it costs 50-
75% more to produce a prod-
uct in India compared to
Scotland. “Capital costs 8-10%
in India compared to just 2-3%
in Scotland. Evaporation loss-

es are 10% every year in India
compared to 1-2% in Scotland
due to difference in climate
conditions. 

If the cost difference is
fundamental and beyond the
control of industry then a level
playing field must reflect that
in tariff. We believe that the tar-
iff should not go below 100%
now and below 50% in fore-
seeable future,” he 
added.

The CIABC has also
strongly argued against any
preferential duty to scotch
imported in bulk. It said that
out of the total 2.7 crore litres
of bulk scotch imported in
during 2019-20, only 25% was
used for blending with Indian
products and rest was used for
just repacking it in India as fin-
ished product. 

“Any special concessions
for scotch whisky imported in
bulk on grounds it is used for
blending with domestic prod-
ucts is an eyewash and cover
for packing the same product
in India,” Giri said. 

CIABC has also demand-
ed that products under $5 per
bottle of 750 ml should not be
given duty concessions. 
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New Delhi: The Securities and
Exchange Board of India (Sebi)
on Thursday ordered attach-
ment of bank accounts as well
as share and mutual fund
accounts of an individual to
recover investors' dues totalling
Rs 73.58 lakh in the matter
related to trading in Acclaim
Industries shares.

The recovery proceedings
against Abhishek Mehta for Rs
73.58 lakh includes interest of
12 per cent per annum i.E Rs
38.82 lakh (August 2012 to
November 2021), all costs,
charges and expenses, Sebi
said. In its notice, Sebi asked
banks, depositories and mutu-
al funds not to allow any debit
from the accounts of Mehta.
However, credits have been
permitted.

Further, the markets
watchdog has directed all banks
to attach all accounts including
lockers held by the defaulters.

There is sufficient reason
to believe that the defaulter
may dispose of the securities in
the account held by you and
realisation of amount due
under the certificate would in

consequence be delayed or
obstructed, Sebi said.

In order to protect the
interest of investors, it is nec-
essary to attach the assets of the
defaulters, including bank,
demat accounts and mutual
fund investments, to prevent
any alienation of the same, it
added.

In December 2018, the
regulator directed Mehta to dis-
gorge the wrongful gain of Rs
34.74 lakh along with further
interest of 12 per cent per
annum from August 2012 till
the date of payment.

According to Sebi, Mehta
changed his shareholding after
the company's board approved
the proposal of the firm's merg-
er with Database Software
Technology (DSTP) in January
2012.

Further, the board decid-
ed not to merge the firm with
DSTPL.However the decision
was not informed to the
exchange.Moreover, the infor-
mation was misleading as the
decision of cancellation of
merger was already taken in
earlier months, Sebi said. PTI
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New Delhi: The growth of
eight core infrastructure sectors
expanded by 18.1 per cent in
May against 16.4 per cent in the
year-ago period, according to
official data released on
Thursday.

The output of eight infra-
structure sectors of coal, crude
oil, natural gas, refinery prod-
ucts, fertiliser, steel, cement and
electricity had expanded by 9.3
per cent in April 2022, the data
showed. In May, the output of
coal, crude oil, refinery prod-
ucts, fertiliser, cement and elec-
tricity rose by 25.1 per cent, 4.6
per cent, 16.7 per cent, 22.8 per
cent, 26.3 per cent and 22 per
cent, respectively.

Growth rate in the pro-
duction of natural gas and
steel slowed down by 7 per cent
and 15 per cent in the month
under review as compared to
20.1 per cent and 55.2 per cent,
respectively in May 2021.

Cumulatively, during
April-May 2022-23, the output
of these eight sectors declined
to 13. 6 per cent as compared
to 36.3 per cent during April-
May 2021-22. PTI
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Mumbai: Benchmark indices
ended on a flat note on
Thursday as fag-end selling
wiped out intra-day gains amid
weak global trends.

The BSE benchmark
Sensex slipped 8.03 points or
0.02 per cent to settle at
53,018.94. During the day, it
had gained 350.57 points or
0.66 per cent to 53,377.54.

Similarly, the broader NSE
Nifty fell 18.85 points or 0.12
per cent to close at 15,780.25.

Tech Mahindra was the
biggest laggard in the Sensex
pack, dropping 2.09 per cent,
followed by Bajaj Finance, Bajaj
Finserv, Tata Steel, IndusInd
Bank, HCL Tech and M&M.

In contrast, Axis Bank,
SBI, Kotak Mahindra Bank,
NTPC, Larsen & Toubro and
Reliance Industries were
among the prominent gainers,
rising up to 1.74 per cent.

"Asian and European mar-
kets struggled to regain footing
amid global recession fears,
leading to a resurgent US dol-
lar, which benefitted from safe-
haven demand. FII selling near-
ing exhaustion provided com-
fort to the jittery Indian mar-
ket," said Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit Financial
Services. Elsewhere in Asia,
markets in Tokyo, Seoul and
Hong Kong ended lower, while
Shanghai settled in the green.

European markets were
trading lower in mid-session
deals. "The undertone remains
bearish due to weak global cues
and persistent foreign fund
outflows. There is so much
uncertainty that traders don't
want to risk placing huge bull-
ish bets," said Shrikant
Chouhan, Head of Equity
Research (Retail), Kotak
Securities Ltd. PTI
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New Delhi: Amid the rupee
declining against the US dollar,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Thursday said
the Indian currency is relatively
better placed than other glob-
al currencies against the green-
back.

Emerging market curren-
cies have been falling against
the dollar amid geopolitical
tensions in the wake of the
Russia-Ukraine war, concerns
over growth, high global crude
prices, sustained inflation and
central banks worldwide adopt-
ing hawkish monetary policy
approach.

"We are relatively better
placed. We are not a closed
economy. We are part of the
globalised world. So, we will be
impacted (by global develop-
ments)," the finance minister
said on the sidelines of an event
here.

She was responding to a
question on the movement of
rupee against the dollar.

In its Financial Stability
Report (FSR) released on
Thursday, the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) said the rupee has
performed relatively better than
its peers.

"While the Indian Rupee
(INR) has been subjected to
bouts of downward pressure, it
has emerged among the better
performing currencies relative
to peers,"  the 25th FSR report
said.The rupee breached the
psychologically significant level
of 79 per dollar level for the first
time ever on Wednesday and
has also hit a series of lifetime
lows this month. PTI
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Mumbai: The Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) on Thursday said
the Indian economy is well on
the path of recovery even
though inflationary pressures
and geopolitical risks warrant
careful handling and close
monitoring of the situation.

The RBI's 25th Financial
Stability Report (FSR) also said
banks as well as non-banking
financial institutions have suf-
ficient capital buffers to with-
stand shocks.

"Notwithstanding the chal-
lenges from global spillovers,

the Indian economy remains
on the path of recovery, though
inflationary pressures, external
spillovers and geopolitical risks
warrant careful handling and
close monitoring," the report
said. The report observed that
the outlook for the global econ-
omy is shrouded by consider-
able uncertainty because of
the war in Europe, front-loaded
monetary policy normalisa-
tion by central banks in
response to persistently high
inflation and multiple waves of
the coronavirus pandemic.

Regarding the banking
sector, it said the Capital to Risk
weighted Assets Ratio (CRAR)
of Scheduled Commercial
Banks (SCBs) rose to a new
high of 16.7 per cent while their
Gross Non Performing Assets
(GNPA) ratio fell to a six-year
low of 5.9 per cent in March
2022.

Macro stress tests for cred-
it risk reveal that SCBs would
be able to comply with the min-
imum capital requirements
even under severe stress sce-
narios, it added. PTI

���
�����
�����#���� ���A�	
���	�
���� ����"��
�����
��������"���
�	
������	�"��	�
9�*'-

New Delhi: Coffee shipments
from India, Asia's third-largest
producer and exporter, rose 19
per cent to 2,24,293 tonne in
the first half of the current cal-
endar year, according to Coffee
Board.The country had export-
ed 1,88,736 tonnes in the year-
ago period.

India ships both robusta
and Arabica varieties, besides
instant coffee. According to the
Board's latest data, the ship-
ment of Robusta coffee jumped
39.43 per cent to 1,32,852
tonne during January-June
2022 from 95,280 tonne in the
same period last year.
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New Delhi: Gold in the
national capital on Thursday
fell by Rs 323 to Rs 50,572 per
10 grams, according to HDFC
securities.

In the previous trade, the
precious metal settled at Rs
50,895 per 10 grams.

Silver also tumbled by Rs
776 to Rs 59,377 per kg from
Rs 60,153 per kg in the previ-
ous trade.

In the international mar-
ket, both gold and silver were
trading flat at USD 1,815 per
ounce and USD 20.76 per
ounce, respectively.

"Gold prices traded weak
with spot gold prices at
COMEX trading down at USD
1,815 per ounce on Thursday.
Gold prices are stuck in the
narrow range on mixed global
cues," said Tapan Patel, Senior
Analyst (Commodities) at
HDFC Securities. PTI
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New Delhi: The Government's
total liabilities rose 3.74 per
cent to   �133.22 lakh crore in
the March quarter from
�128.41 lakh crore in the three
months ended December 2021,
according to the latest public
debt management report.

In absolute terms, the total
liabilities, including liabilities
under the 'Public Account' of
the government, jumped to
�1,33,22,727 crore at the end of

March 31, 2022. As of
December 31, 2021, the total
liabilities stood at �1,28,41,996
crore.

The report released by the
finance ministry on Thursday
said public debt accounted for
92.28 per cent of the total out-
standing liabilities at the end of
March. 

It was at 91.60 per cent at
the end of December last year.
Further, the report said the

weighted average yield on pri-
mary issuances of dated secu-
rities showed an increase to
6.66 per cent in the fourth
quarter from 6.33 per cent in
the third quarter of the current
fiscal. 

"The weighted average
maturity of issuances of dated
securities was also higher at
17.56 years in Q4 of FY22
(16.88 years in Q3 of FY22)”, it
said. PTI
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Fast bowler Shardul Thakur cherishes his role in the Indian Test
side and said his job is to make an impact when the main

bowlers are on a break.
Shardul, who generally bowls third or fourth in a Test match,

said he loves to deliver in crunch situations.
"Our pace bowling attack at the moment, everyone is doing

well including (Mohammed) Shami, (Jasprit) Bumrah, Umesh
(Yadav) whenever he gets a game. Ishant (Sharma) was there and
usually they start with
the new ball and a lot of
times it happens that
they take two-three
wickets in the first spell
and I get opportunity to
bowl later," Thakur told
BCCI.Tv.

"Opportunity is cre-
ated when there is part-
nership and the main
bowlers have to be given
rest and the third and
fourth bowlers are used
more in the spell. In that
moment, there is an
opportunity for me to
take a wicket and do
something for the team.

"I think it is my job
to bowl in those situa-
tions and I like it because
if I deliver with a good
performance it creates an
impact in the game,"
added the Palghar-based
right-arm pacer, who
played a pivotal role in India's 157-run win over England in the
fourth Test at Oval.

Thakur is a member of the Indian squad that will play England
in the rescheduled fifth Test beginning here on Friday.

The 30-year-old said he loves bowling in English conditions.
"I think England is a bowler's paradise, they say because the

ball swings a lot and at times you end up taking a lot of wickets
in one spell itself. So, I think England is one of my favourite places
to play cricket and to bowl as well," Thakur said.

"(In) England there is lot of lateral movement and off the pitch
moment, it is up to you how to you want to make use of that."

Thakur, who is no mean with the bat, played a key role in
the fourth Test at the Oval, slamming two crucial half-centuries
and also took crucial wickets in both the innings.

In the first innings he slammed a 36-ball 57, which helped
India score 191. In the second innings, Thakur bettered his score,
scoring a 72-ball 60.

Recalling his performance, Thakur said, "It was an impor-
tant innings. Like I said before England could have got a big lead,
but that got cut down and because of that we could stage a come-
back in the third and the fourth innings.

"When you play such an innings, it motivates the teammates
that we have got a good opportunity to make a comeback into
the game. The good performance of teammates, it will reflect
when you are bowling, it will also reflect in your fielding," he
said. 
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Never before has he navi-
gated the choppy waters
of leadership but Jasprit

Bumrah will certainly like to
showcase his captaincy acumen
while leading a slightly under-
prepared India against a vastly
improved England in the
rescheduled fifth Test, starting
here on Friday.

India were leading the five-
match series 2-1 when multiple
COVID-19 cases in their camp
led to the postponement of the
final game which was a part of
the World Test Championship.

Nine months have passed
since and a lot of water has flown
through the Thames with the
then captain Virat Kohli relin-
quishing Test captaincy. His
successor, Rohit Sharma, is miss-
ing out on this game after test-
ing positive for COVID-19.

Worse, Rohit's designated
deputy KL Rahul is also out after
having undergone a surgery for
sports hernia.

In this backdrop of musical
chair of Indian captaincy, the
gauntlet has been thrown at
Bumrah, arguably one of the
finest fast bowlers in the histo-
ry of Indian cricket and now set
to be the 36th man to lead the

national Test team.
He has been acknowledged

widely as the undisputed leader
of the fast bowling group but
come Friday, the challenge
against Ben Stokes' side will be
very different when he walks out
for the toss at the Edgbaston.

While this arrangement is a
stop-gap one, Indian cricket
establishment might have an
idea of what can be expected of
Bumrah when the time comes
for the next change in baton.
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The 3-0 demolition of New

Zealand with three tricky chas-
es completed in style has shown
that England, under new coach
Brendon McCullum, have de-
constructed their style-sheet as
far as Test matches are con-
cerned.

Their batters are plundering
opposition attack while there are
lesser number of five-wicket
hauls from the pacers if one goes
by the statistics of the New
Zealand series. It was Jack Leach,
who had two five-wicket hauls
and neither James Anderson nor

Stuart Broad got their names on
the various 'Honours' Board'.

The pitches have become a
tad flatter, which is helping the
batters and thus Bumrah, along
with Shami and Mohammed
Siraj will have an onerous task
of tackling a batting line-up bub-
bling with confidence.

Joe Root, after relinquishing
captaincy, has found the touch
that had deserted him and Jonny
Bairstow, with the confidence of
IPL, has scored nearly 400 runs
at a strike-rate of 120 plus,
unheard of in Test matches.
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India will have to bat well

and in absence of regular open-
ing pair of Rohit and Rahul, who
were fantastic during the four
Tests played last year.

Coach Rahul Dravid
expects a match-winning perfor-
mance if not a hundred from
Virat Kohli, who looked good in
the practice game but the Test
match will be a different beast
altogether.

The practice game against
Leicestershire was more of an

extended net session and Indian
teams, since Mahendra Singh
Dhoni took over as captain, has
hardly played official first-class
games as a pre-cursor to the Test
matches.

James Anderson might be a
month short of his 40th birth-
day but those magical wrists can
still make the ball dart around
and it will be a different experi-
ence for Shubman Gill or
Shreyas Iyer.

Cheteshwar Pujara has
scored a bagful of county runs
but that psychological disadvan-
tage of facing the very first ball
of an innings, if he is asked to
open, could clutter his mind.

Hanuma Vihari is a solid
player but would need support
from the other end, considering
he has a defensive game.

It remains to be seen who
will be India's bowling all-
rounder. Will it be Ravichandran
Ashwin, who isn't an automat-
ic choice in overseas conditions
or Shardul Thakur, who hasn't
done his chances any harm
with some big-hearted efforts in
SENA countries.

Edgbaston hasn't exactly
been a happy hunting ground for
India where they have lost most
of their Test matches but as it
often happens with new begin-
nings, a new captain can always
try to buck the trend.
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England skipper Ben Stokes says they know what it takes to
beat India but insisted it's more than just winning a game

since they are looking to reshape Test cricket with their style
of play.

Under Brendon McCullum's guidance and Stokes' aggres-
sive captaincy, a 'new-look' England swept New Zealand 3-0
in their last series at home, just days back.

India are leading the series 2-1 and the 31-year-old all-
rounder expressed confidence of squaring the series.

"We still obviously know that we need to win this game to
draw the series. But you know as I said at the end of last week
that, at the moment it is bigger than results, it is bigger than
you know, what happens on the field, there is more to it. We
obviously want to win every game we play but it is bigger than
that," Stokes said on the eve of the rescheduled fifth Test.

The match was postponed last September owing to a
COVID outbreak in the touring squad.

"I think what we managed to do over the last three weeks
is just reshape Test cricket with the way we played.

"We want people to enjoy us watching play. I think peo-
ple are enjoying watching us play because they don't know what
they are going to get because they don't know how it is going
to turn out but they know how we are going to play. I have
sort of likened it to the ODI thing we started after 2015 World
Cup, everybody wanted to watch us play," he added.

Stokes begs to differ that India are a "step up" than New
Zealand, saying the change in opposition won't alter their play-
ing style.

"Well, we just beat the best team (New Zealand) in the
world 3-0. India are obviously a completely different opposi-
tion, different dynamic of a team but we are concentrating on
ourselves," Stokes said at the pre-match press conference at
Edgbaston.

"We understand what we do well but we have also taken
into account who we are playing against. Just because the oppo-
sition changes doesn't mean we change."
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Starting a new era in 50-over crick-
et without the peerless Mithali Raj,

the newly-appointed skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur will seek an
improved performance across depart-
ments from his players as Indian
women eye a winning start against
hosts Sri Lanka in a three-match
series, starting Friday.

India will be without their two pil-
lars — Mithali, who retired from
cricket earlier this month, and Jhulan

Goswami, who is nursing a side
strain.

The absence of international
cricket's most prolific duo is just one
of several concerns for captain Kaur
ahead of the ODI series opener.

The Indians made a positive start
to the tour of the island nation by win-
ning the T20I series 2-1 but their per-
formance was far from perfect and
while the format will change, the reg-
ulars in the side would be keen to put
up a dominant display against the
lowly-ranked (ninth) Sri Lanka.

The batters struggled on the slow
track at Dambulla, unable to breach
the 140-run mark in all three T20Is
and the likes of Smriti Mandhana and
Shafali Verma would hope for a bet-
ter and consistent show in the 50-over
format.

The last time India played a 50
over match was during the World Cup
in March, when the failed to qualify
for the semi-finals. The Indian batting
unit has failed to fire as a group back
then and would be eager to rectify its
weaknesses.

Kaur herself has been in good
touch. After finishing as the highest
run-getter for her side in the T20
series, it will auger well for India if the
skipper can continue her top form
alongside all-rounder Pooja Vastrakar.

Young wicketkeeper Richa Gosh,
who shone in the in the series against
New Zealand earlier this year, will be
on the look-out for a good show even
though team management used
Yastika Bhatia as a stop-gap keeper in
one of the T20I games.

With the seasoned Jhulan not in

the side, the young and relatively inex-
perienced fast bowling unit compris-
ing Vastrakar, Simran Bahadur,
Meghna Singh and Renuka Singh will
be tested by the Lankan batting line-
up headlined by Chamari
Athapaththu.

The spinners have been largely on
the mark but struggled in the third
game. Poonam Yadav and Rajeshwari
Gayakwad will have their task cut out
in the longer format. Kaur and
Harleen Doel, with her leg breaks, too
can pitch in with some useful overs.
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Senior India opener and reg-
ular vice-captain KL Rahul

has undergone a successful
surgery for sports hernia in
Germany and is expected to be
out of competitive cricket for
another couple of months.

Rahul, who was forced to
opt out of the home T20I series
against South Africa earlier this
month, has over the years had
recurrent lower abdominal relat-
ed fitness issues, including groin
strains and hamstring injuries.

"It's been a tough couple of
weeks but the surgery was suc-
cessful. I'm healing and recov-
ering well. My road to recovery
has begun. Thank you for your
messages and prayers. See you
soon," Rahul tweeted.

The 30-year-old has played
42 Tests, 42 ODIs and 56 T20Is
for India in the last eight years.

Once he is back in India, his
rehabilitation would be moni-
tored by the NCA Sports Science
team headed by Dr Nitin Patel.

Although it is difficult to put
a timeline on his comeback,
sources in the know of things
believe that it could take anoth-
er couple of months before
Rahul dons the India 'Blues'
again.
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Usman Khawaja on Thursday
praised Cameron Green for

handling the Sri Lankan spin-
ners with aplomb after the two
batsmen helped Australia to a
101-run first innings lead on a
weather-hit day two of the open-
ing Test.

Replying to Sri Lanka's 212
all out on the opening day, the
tourists reached 313 for eight
when bad light stopped play.

It was a bonus to get any
play at all after storms and fero-
cious winds had caused a stand
to collapse, with no injuries, and
delayed the start until the after-
noon. Skipper Pat Cummins, on
26, and Nathan Lyon, on eight,
were batting at close of play after
the tourists dominated the two
sessions on a turning pitch.

The left-handed Khawaja

made 71 before 23-year-old
Green, who top-scored with 77,
was involved in an attacking
stand of 84 with wicketkeeper-
batsman Alex Carey.

"He (Green) batted beauti-
fully," said Khawaja. "(It) took a
lot of courage the way he batted.

He came out and played a sweep
shot straight away. That's not
easy. "That wicket is extremely
tough, it's one of the toughest I
have played on."

Khawaja, 35 and a veteran
of 49 Tests, said Green's game is
"well beyond where a lot of us

were on the sub-continent at 20".
"It's great, a lot of the things

we have learned as senior batters
around the group. It's great to see
that knowledge being passed
on."

Ramesh Mendis removed
Carey for 45 to break the stand
and claimed his fourth wicket of
the innings when he trapped
Green lbw, finishing the day with
four for 107.

Mitchell Starc fell next to
debutant leg-spinner Jeffrey
Vandersay, who took two wick-
ets, but Cummins smashed the
bowlers around in his 16-ball
blitz that included one four and
three sixes with the last one
going out of the ground.
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Harmanpreet Kaur, who begins her
reign as a full-time skipper of the

Indian women's team with the ODI
series against Sri Lanka, is seeking
drastic improvement in fitness and
fielding from her teammates.

Kaur, who was already leading the
Indian T20 side, was handed the ODI
captaincy after veteran Mithali Raj
retired from international cricket ear-
lier this month.

"I have set some goals for us.
Fitness is very important for a player.

Skills wise we have coaches but I want
to set an example where the players
can see me and get motivated to
become fit," Kaur said on eve of the
first ODI against Sri Lanka.

"Fitness and fielding are two
things I want my team to improve. If
these two aspects are covered then you
are the best side," Harmanpreet, who
is among the fitter players said.

Having led India in T20s for a
while, the 33-year-old said she is enjoy-
ing her captaincy stint and feels no
additional pressure now that she has
become a full-time skipper.

"When I'm leading, I feel I am
more involved in the game. It always
gives me a lot of confidence. Captaincy
is something that comes naturally to
me when I'm on the field.

"After leading for a few years,
things become easier. Right now, I
don't feel the extra pressure, if I enjoy
as captain the rest can also enjoy. I am
enjoying more now as I feel I'm free
to do want I want to do."

"When you give players freedom,
you can improve more. That is my
motive, to give the players freedom so
they can express themselves."
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Accidental India captain
Jasprit Bumrah feels lead-

ing the Indian team is the
biggest achievement of his
career and he would go into
the rescheduled fifth Test
remembering the wise words
of Mahendra Singh Dhoni,
who had no captaincy expe-
rience but went on to achieve
phenomenal success as leader.

Bumrah only got to know
that he will be captaining the
Indian team on Thursday
morning after Rohit Sharma
returned another positive test
for COVID-19, ruling him out
of the game.

Taking on an in-form
England side will be a big
challenge but Bumrah is up
for it.

"The taste of success feels
good when there is pressure.
I am always up for responsi-
bilities and I love to be in

tough challenges. As a crick-
eter, you always want to test
yourself in deep waters. I
have spoken to many crick-
eters. Everybody improves
and keep getting better," he
said on the eve of the game.

"I remember speaking to
MS (Dhoni), and he told me
that he never captained any
side before he led India for the
first time. Now, he is remem-
bered as one of the most suc-
cessful captains of all time.

"So, I am focusing on
how I can help the team and
not focusing on what I have
done before or how the crick-
eting conventions or the rules
have been set."

It is rare for a fast bowler
to lead the Indian team and
Bumrah said it was a massive
honour and responsibility.
The pacer has experienced
meteoric rise in internation-
al cricket, including the five-
day version in which he is

only four seasons old, having
made his Test debut in
January 2018.

"Representing India in
Tests was always a dream for
me and this opportunity to
lead the side is the biggest
achievement of my career.
I'm very happy that I've been
given this opportunity. I have
had immense faith in myself.

"In every scenario, I have
trusted my instincts that have
taken me to this level in crick-
et and I will keep doing that,
going forward. Nothing
changes for me, especially my
role. That's what I am going to
do as the captain of the side,"
Bumrah said.

"I only came to know
that I would be leading the
side after Rohit Sharma test-
ed COVID positive once
again on Thursday. I first
broke the news to my family
when I came to know that I
would be leading the side."

���� ������

Jos Buttler said he had been given the "great-
est honour" after being named as England's

new white-ball captain in succession to "inspi-
rational" World Cup-winning skipper Eoin
Morgan.

Buttler's appointment was confirmed by the
England and Wales Cricket Board on Thursday,
just two days after Morgan announced his retire-
ment from international cricket.

Buttler has been a member of England's
white-ball teams for over a decade, serving as
Morgan's vice-captain since 2015.

The dynamic 31-year-old wicketkeeper-
batsman has already led England 14 times across
both ODI and T20 formats, including their most
recent ODI against the Netherlands when
Morgan was ruled out with a groin injury.

World Cup winner Buttler is set to take
charge of 12 games in July, with T20 and ODI

series against India and South Africa.
But his first words on being named as skip-

per were to thank Morgan for his "outstanding
leadership" in overseeing England's white-ball
revival following their embarrassing first-
round exit at the 2015 World Cup.
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