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Aday after rebel Sena leader
Eknath Shinde replaced

him as the Maharashtra Chief
Minister, Shiv Sena president
and former Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray on Friday
slammed the BJP for installing
“so-called” Shiv Sainik Shinde
as the Chief Minister, after
reneging on the pre-2019 poll
promise of rotating the  CM’s
post. 

He also removed Shinde
from the post of Shiv Sena
leader in the party organisation.

Talking to the media at the
Shiv Sena Bhavan, Uddhav
questioned the manner in
which the BJP has gone about
forming the Government and
said Shinde, who deserted his
party, could not be termed  a
“Shiv Sena” CM.         

“The manner in which the
BJP formed a Government and
appointed a so-called Shiv
Sainik as the Chief Minister
surprises me. After the 2019
Assembly polls, I was talking
about sharing the Chief
Minister’s post on a rotational
basis. Shiv Sena and the BJP
had reached an understanding
over the rotational Chief
Ministership. Had then BJP
president Amit Shah kept his

word, there would not have
been an MVA Government,”
Uddhav said.

“Had the BJP accepted the
formula of the rotational Chief
Minister, then it would have
given the CM’s post to the Shiv
Sena for the first two and a half
years and had its Chief Minister
for the remaining term of two
and half years. What has the
BJP gained now it doesn’t have
its own Chief Minister even for
the rest of the term,” said the
Sena president.

Late at night, in a letter
issued by the party,  Uddhav
accused  Shinde of indulging in
“anti-party activities” and said
he has voluntarily given up his
membership. 

Continued on Page 2
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The Supreme Court on
Friday gave a scathing

tongue-lashing to suspended
BJP leader Nupur Sharma for
her controversial comments
against Prophet Mohammad,
saying her “loose tongue” has
“set the entire country on fire”
and that she is “single-handedly
responsible for what is hap-
pening in the country.”

The court refused to enter-
tain Sharma’s plea for clubbing
of FIRs lodged in various States
against her for the remark and
held that the comment was
made either for cheap public-
ity, political agenda or some
nefarious activities. 

“She actually has a loose
tongue and has made all kinds
of irresponsible statements on
TV and set the entire country
on fire. Yet, she claims to be a
lawyer of 10 years standing...
She should have immediately
apologised for her comments to
the whole country,” said the
bench comprising Justices
Surya Kant and JB Pardiwala. 

Sharma, who petitioned as
NV Sharma, was represented
by senior lawyer Maninder
Singh. Sharma’s remarks during
a TV debate triggered protests
across the country and drew
sharp reactions from many
Gulf countries. The BJP sub-
sequently suspended her from
the party.

“These remarks are very

disturbing and smack of arro-
gance. What is her business to
make such remarks? These
remarks have led to unfortu-
nate incidents in the coun-
try...These people are not reli-
gious. They do not have respect
for other religions. These
remarks were made for cheap
publicity or political agenda or
some other nefarious activities,”
the bench said. 

While refusing to entertain
Sharma’s plea for clubbing of
FIRs, the vacation bench
allowed her to withdraw the
plea. “She has a threat or she
has become a security threat?
The way she has ignited emo-
tions across the country… this
lady is single-handedly respon-
sible for what is happening in
the country,” the bench said
when Sharma’s lawyer pointed
out that she was facing threats
to life. 

The bench added, “The
way she ignited emotions

across the country has led to
unfortunate incidents. This
lady is single-handedly respon-
sible for what is happening in
the country. We saw the
debate.”  

Senior advocate Maninder
Singh, appearing for Sharma,
said she had indeed apologised
for her remarks and there are
several judgments that say
there cannot be two FIRs for
the same incident. 

The bench said, “Her apol-
ogy came too late and that too
conditionally saying if reli-
gious sentiments are hurt and
so on. She should have been on
TV immediately and apolo-
gised to the nation.”      

The court said her petition
smacks of arrogance and that
she thinks the magistrate of the
country is too small for her.  

“When an FIR is registered
and you are not arrested, this
shows your clout. She thinks
she has the power to go on
making irresponsible state-
ments,” the bench said.

When Singh claimed that
Sharma was a spokesperson of
a political party and her unin-
tentional comments were in
relation to a debate, the court
said, “If you are a spokesperson
of a party, it is not a licence to
say things like this.”

The bench said, “If there
was a misuse of the debate, the
first thing she should have
done was to file an FIR against
the anchor.”

Continued on Page 2
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Russian
President Vladimir Putin on Friday reviewed

the time-tested ties between the two nations. The
issue of the Ukraine war also figured in the talks.
Modi favoured dialogue and diplomacy to end
the ongoing Ukraine conflict. 

This was the fourth time the two leaders
talked on the phone since the Ukraine conflict
started in February.

The two leaders reviewed the implementa-
tion of the decisions taken during Putin’s visit
to India in December 2021.

Incidentally, the talks took place three days
after Modi attended the G-7 summit in Germany
where the leaders of some countries discussed
ways to increase pressure on Russia to end the
military action in Ukraine. 

India, so far, has abstained from voting
against Russia in the United Nations (UN) and
the United Nations Security Council (UNSC).

Giving details of the talks between Putin and
Modi, the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA)
said the two leaders exchanged ideas on how
bilateral trade in agricultural goods, fertilizers
and pharma products could be encouraged fur-
ther. The leaders also discussed global issues,
including the state of the international energy
and food markets. 

In the context of the ongoing situation in

Ukraine, the Prime Minister reiterated India’s
long-standing position in favour of dialogue and
diplomacy.  The two leaders agreed to maintain
regular consultations on global and bilateral
issues, the MEA said.

The first time the two leaders spoke on the
phone was on February 24 when the Russian
military action began in Ukraine. Putin and
Modi talked two more times on March 2 and
March 7.
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The Government has given
permission to Pune-based

Serum Institute of India (SII) to
supply 32.4 lakh doses of its
Covid-19 jab Covovax under
the brand name Nuvaxovid to
the US. This will be the first
vaccine to be exported to the
US by any Indian manufactur-
er. The shipment is likely to be
dispatched on July 3, an official
source told a news agency.

In a letter to the
Government on June 29,
Prakash Kumar Singh, director
(Government and Regulatory
Affairs) at SII, had sought per-
mission to export Covovax to
the US. Sources said it will be
the first instance of any Indian
manufacturer exporting any
vaccine — Covid or non-Covid
— to the US. 

“It is a matter of pride for
us and our country that in line
with clarion call of our Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
‘Making in India for the world’

and under leadership of our
CEO, Dr Adar C Poonawalla,
our made-in-India world class
Covovax vaccine will be the
first life-saving vaccine of our
country to be exported to the
United States of America,”
Singh had said in his commu-
nication, according to the
source.

On December 28, 2021, the
Drugs Controller General of
India (DCGI) had approved
Covovax for restricted use in
emergency situations in adults,
and in the 12-17 year age
group on March 9. On June 29,
the drug regulator approved it
for restricted emergency use in

children aged 7 to 11 years.
Covovax is manufactured

through technology transfer
from Novavax and is approved
by the European Medicines
Agency for conditional mar-
keting authorisation.

It was granted emergency
use listing by the WHO in
December 2017, 2020. In
August 2020, the US-based
vaccine maker Novavax Inc
had announced a licence agree-
ment with SII for the develop-
ment and commercialisation of
NVX-CoV2373, its Covid-19
vaccine candidate, in India
and low and middle-income
countries.
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The Supreme Court on
Friday refused to grant an

urgent hearing to a plea by the
Uddhav Thackeray camp to
decide on the pending dis-
qualification proceedings
against 16 lawmakers, includ-
ing the newly-appointed Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde.

The court posted a plea of
Shiv Sena chief whip Sunil
Prabhu on July 11 when all
other petitions on the
Maharashtra issue are listed.

Senior advocate Kapil
Sibal, appearing for Prabhu,
urged a vacation bench of
Justices Surya Kant and JB
Pardiwala that the interim plea
needed an urgent hearing due
to the pendency of disqualifi-
cation proceedings against the
16 lawmakers.

“I am sorry for the trou-
ble...We have filed an applica-
tion. Your Lordships on June 29
passed an order, thereafter
Shinde was sworn in as Chief
Minister. The problem that
faces the Assembly and all of us
is that as to how the votes have
to be counted as there is no
merger under the 10th sched-
ule of the Constitution,” the
senior lawyer said.

“Both sides (of Shiv Sena)
are going to issue a whip. How
are we going to control the pro-
ceedings of the House? Whose
whip is going to be counted?
He (Shinde) is not the party
and that matter can only be
decided by the Election
Commission. Ex-facie, this is
not the dance of democracy,” he
said. 

The bench said it was “fully
conscious of the issue. “We will
look into the issue,” it said. 
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Congress MP Rahul Gandhi
has taken a potshot at the

Union Government over the
Supreme Court’s  scathing crit-
icism of ex-BJP spokesperson
Numpr Sharma’s  controversial
remarks against Prophet
Mohammad and said the
Government has created the
atmosphere of anger and hate
in the country and not one per-
son alone.

Rahul told the media in
Wayanad, his parliamentary
constituency, “The Supreme
Court has said this. But the
atmosphere in the country is
created by the ruling
Government. It is not the per-
son who made this statement.
It is the Prime Minister, te
Home Minister, the BJP and
the RSS who have created this
environment in the country.
This environment of anger and
this environment of hatred.
This is against the interest of
India and our people.”

Continued on Page 2
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Months after facing a
resounding defeat in

Punjab Assembly polls after
ending his decade-old associ-
ation with the Congress and
floating his own political out-
fit, Punjab’s former Chief
Minister Capt Amarinder
Singh is all set to join ranks
with the saffron brigade.

Virtually fighting for polit-
ical survival, Capt Amarinder
will be joining the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) on his return
from the UK next week, along
with his Congress MP wife
Preneet Kaur, while also merg-
ing his eight-month-old polit-
ical outfit Punjab Lok Congress
(PLC) with the saffron party.

The 89-year-old has recent-
ly undergone a spinal surgery
in London, and is recuperating
at present. He is expected to
return by next week, after
which he would be formally
inducted in the BJP.

It has been learnt that the

former two-time Chief
Minister will be given an
important responsibility, with
the saffron party primarily
focusing on the next Lok Sabha
elections. Several prominent
Congress leaders have already
joined the BJP — before and
after the elections.

The “Patiala Royal” has
been in the political wilderness
after facing a defeat from a
first-timer AAP candidate in
his bastion — Patiala city —
forfeiting his security deposit.

Capt Amarinder was
unceremoniously removed
from the Chief Minister’s chair
in September, following his
months-long showdown with
Navjot Singh Sidhu, who was
elevated to be Punjab Congress
president despite strong oppo-
sition by him. 

In his place, the party
chose Charanjit Singh Channi
to head the State — becoming
Punjab’s first Dalit Chief
Minister.

Continued on Page 2
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Maharashtra’s new Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde

will seek a confidence vote on
the floor of the State Assembly
on July 4.

A day after Sena’s break-
away rebel faction leader
Shinde and BJP’s Devendra
Fadnavis were sworn in as the
Chief Minister and Deputy
Chief Minister respectively, the
new Government convened a

special session of the State
Legislature on July 3 and 4.

On the first day of the spe-
cial session,  i.e. on July 3, a new
Speaker will be elected in place
of Nana Patole who had
resigned from the post in
February last year. 

The Speaker’s post has
remained vacant for the past 16
months. Deputy Speaker
Narhari Zhirwal has func-
tioned as the Acting Speaker
since then.

Continued on Page 2
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In what is being seen as an act
of political vendetta that

came in the wake of the fall of
the MVA Government, the
Income Tax (I-T) department
has sent a notice to NCP chief
Sharad Pawar  in connection
with poll affidavits filed by him
in 2004, 2009, 2014, and 2020.

Confirming the develop-
ment himself, Pawar said in a
lighter vein that he had received
a “love letter” from the IT
department. In a series of
tweets put out in Marathi, the
NCP chief said: “The investi-
gating agencies are being used
(by the Government) against its
political rivals. The depart-
ment told me that it is investi-
gating the  poll affidavit filed by
me in the 2004 LS polls.” 

Continued on Page 2
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Two days after being accused
of making "factually and

legally incorrect" statements
over an ACB probe, Delhi
Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia on Thursday said he
only mentioned the law point
of the matter and that L-G VK
Saxena should have kept the
AAP dispensation in the loop
if he changed a decision of his
predecessor.

Speaking at a press con-
ference, Sisodia said the Delhi
Government's intention is not
to fight with anyone, but it will
do so if work related to Delhi
is obstructed. 

Lieutenant Governor
Saxena, in his letter to Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal, on
June 28 had claimed that
Sisodia made "factually and
legally incorrect" statements
in the Anti Corruption Branch
(ACB) probe approved by him

in connection with alleged
irregularities in the construc-
tion of seven temporary hos-
pitals during COVID-19 pan-
demic.

"I only put the law position
before him. The law position is
very clear that there should be
a decision on it. Previous L-G
had given his judgement on it.
If he was changing the judge-
ment then he should have kept
the elected Government in the
loop," Sisodia said. The

Kejriwal Government will fight
with anyone if there is any hin-
drance in the work related to
Delhi, he asserted."We want to
work together and do not want
such a situation to arise. But if
work of people are stopped, we
would need to talk. Our only
intention is that work related to
Delhi does not stop," Sisodia
said.

Earlier, in a letter to Saxena,
Sisodia had asked under whose
"pressure" the L-G had
approved investigation by the
ACB in an old complaint that
was rejected by his predecessor
Anil Baijal as "frivolous and
baseless".

The L-G in his letter to
Kejriwal had explained that the
permission for ACB probe was
granted after careful examina-
tion and strictly in accordance
with the Prevention of
Corruption Act, 1988 and the
provisions of law as settled by
the courts. 
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Delhi Government has
formed an inter-depart-

mental committee headed by
the PWD secretary to ensure
better coordination among
various agencies in dealing
with waterlogging issues and
desilting of drains.

According to Delhi
Government's Flood Order
2022, which was released on
Thursday by Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia, the
committee will monitor desilt-
ing of drains and sewers and
address waterlogging prob-
lem at vulnerable points dur-
ing the monsoon. 

"For monitoring the activ-
ities of desilting of storm
water drains and to address
waterlogging issues, an inter-
departmental coordination
committee has been formed
by consensus of all depart-
ments.

"Secretary, PWD is the
coordination committee
chairman. Meetings of the
committee will be held on reg-
ular basis to resolve inter-
departmental issues, monitor
desilting works, monitor and
check waterlogging vulnerable
locations," the flood order
said. 

Officials from other gov-
ernment agencies including
the NDMC, MCD, Irrigation
and Flood Control (I&FC),

Delhi Cantonment Board,
Delhi Development Authority,
Delhi Jal Board, Delhi State
Industrial ad Infrastructure
Development Corporation,
Delhi International Airport
Limited, National Highways
Authority of India, Indian
Railways, Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation, Delhi Urban
Shelter Improvement Board
among others, will be the
members of the coordination
committee.

"The coordination com-
mittee will monitor activities
including desilting of storm
water drains and sewers,
cleaning of municipal solid
waste from drains, addressing
and resolving waterlogging
vulnerable locations to check
recurrence, status of operation
of storm water pumps, inspec-
tion and cross inspection of
desilting works and operation
of pumps and resolve inter-
departmental issues," the
order stated.

Delhi witnessed water-
logging and massive traffic
snarls on key stretches after
the city received first mon-
soon showers on Thursday.

In a separate instruction,
the divisional commissioner
has asked district magistrates
of 11 revenue districts in the
capital to carry out ''ground
truthing'' of desilting of drains
carried out by the Flood and
Irrigation department and
other local bodies.
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The Delhi Prisons department
has filed a police complaint in

connection with a scuffle inside
Tihar jail here in which 16 inmates
and seven jail staff got injured.
During a routine search in ward
number 4 of central jail number
8 on Wednesday, some inmates
obstructed the team of jail officials
and abused them, following which
a scuffle ensued between the two
sides, said the official.

The staff tried to bring the sit-
uation under control but the
inmates did not relent and began
banging their heads against the
wall and inflicted self-injuries
with sharp-edged objects, said the
official.

A senor jail official said a
complaint has been filed with
police regarding the incident.
None of the injured sustained
serious injuries, added the official.

The inmates injured in scuf-
fle were treated at prison dispen-
sary, and four of them were sent
to Deen Dayal Upadhyay Hospital,
the officials said, adding that
seven staff members received
minor wounds. Such incidents
have taken place earlier too, there-
fore efforts are being to reduce
them, official said,official said,
adding that the authorities are tak-
ing several steps like installation
of more CCTV cameras, coun-
selling of prisoners, and special
attention on trouble makers.

NEW DELHI: The district
magistrates of 11 revenue dis-
tricts in the national capital
have been asked to carry out
'ground truthing' of desilting of
drains carried out by the
Department of Flood and
Irrigation and other local bod-
ies.

The directions were issued
on June 24 during a senior offi-
cers' meeting. Directions were
also issued to the revenue
department to expedite imple-
mentation of e-Court project
along with faceless transactions
in sub-registrar offices.

"All district magistrates
personally take ground
truthing of desilting of work of
drains carried out by the
Department of Flood and
Irrigation and Local Bodies. 

The ground truthing work
shall be done by the respective
district magistrate personally
and no delegation in this
regard is allowed," the direc-
tion read. SR

It further said the "district
magistrate can also push water
in the drain in case there is a
doubt regarding desilting of
drain by the concerned author-
ities", and that the work should
be carried out by next week.

In the meeting, it was also
pointed out that 31 parameters
under Ease of Doing Business
are yet to be implemented by
the revenue department.
"These parameters should be
implemented by October 31,
2022," the order said.

As Delhi received its first
monsoon showers on
Thursday, several areas, includ-
ing the newly-inaugurated
Pragati Maidan tunnel, ITO,
Ring Road, the Barapullah
corridor, the Delhi-Meerut
expressway and Sarai Kale
Khan, witnessed waterlogging
leading to massive traffic
snarls. The officials concerned
were also asked to submit a
brief indicating current status
of these parameters and likely
completion date of their imple-
mentation within one week.
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From Page1
Singh said she had reacted

to the debate initiated by other
debaters and pointed to the
transcript of the debate. He said
there were serious debates on
the issue within the same
community and Sharma’s
remarks were made in that con-
text only.

The bench said, “What
was the TV debate for? Was it
to fan an agenda and why did
they choose a sub-judice topic?
What is the business of the TV
channel to discuss the matter
which is sub-judice, except to
promote an agenda?” 

Referring to various apex
court verdicts, Singh said there
cannot be a second FIR on the
same cause of action. Justice
Kant said she has remedy
before the High Court and can
very well approach it, if there
is a second FIR.   Singh then

referred to the Arnab Goswami
case of 2020 and TT Antony
case of 2001, and said the law
has been laid down by the apex
court that multiple FIR on the
same configuration can be
clubbed and there can be no
second FIR on the same cause. 

The bench said, “The case
of a journalist expressing his
right on a particular issue is on
a different pedestal from a
spokesperson of a political
party who is lambasting others
with irresponsible statements
without thinking of the conse-
quences”. 

Justice Kant went on, “Yes,
in a democracy everyone has
the right to speak. In a democ-
racy grass has the right to
grow and donkeys have the
right to eat.” Singh said she has
joined the investigation being
conducted by the Delhi Police
and not running away and

multiple FIRs are lodged
against her in Mumbai,
Hyderabad, Nagpur to Jammu
& Kashmir for the same cause
of action. 

The bench said, “What has
happened in the investigation
so far? What has the Delhi
Police done so far? Don’t make
us open our mouths? They
must have put a red carpet for
you.” 

Observing that in this case
a special treatment was meted
out to an individual, the bench
said when an FIR is registered
against someone he is arrested
but Sharma was not arrested. 

After hearing which lasted
for nearly 30 minutes, the
bench said it is not convinced
with her bonafide and the con-
science of the court is not sat-
isfied and refused to entertain
petition saying “you avail other
remedies”.

From Page1
“The Congress party builds bridges between people, we build

bridges between communities, we bring people together. So what
we are seeing in the country is what is being done by the RSS
and the BJP. This is completely against our philosophy. We don’t
believe in solving problems with hatred and anger,” he added.

From Page1
One-and-half months later, the former Chief Minister for-

mally resigned from the Congress party’s membership in
November 2021, and went on to float his own political party
- PLC, while declaring to  contest State Assembly polls along
with the BJP. Capt Amarinder’s PLC contested February 20
polls in alliance with the BJP and the SAD (Sanyukt), field-
ing its candidates on 37 seats of the total 117. 

A number of PLC candidates preferred to contest on the
BJP symbol, which contested on 65 seats, besides SAD
(Sanyukt) on 15 seats. 

All PLC candidates lost badly in the polls, forfeiting their
security deposit. The BJP managed to win two seats, with the
AAP sweeping the elections with a record 92 seats - highest
ever by any political party. Even as both the sides are not speak-
ing openly about the merger, the decision was taken even before
Capt Amarinder went to London for his surgery. It was also
decided at that time that the formal announcement would be
made on his return.

Capt Amarinder’s close associate and Punjab Congress’
former president Sunil Jakhar has joined the BJP, followed by
four former Cabinet Ministers - Balbir Singh Sidhu, Raj Kumar
Verka, Gurpreet Singh Kangar, and Sunder Sham Arora. 

Congress’ former MLA Kewal Singh Dhillon has also
joined BJP, and also contested as party candidate for recent-
ly-concluded Sangrur Lok Sabh bypoll. The BJP is claiming
that many more leaders are expected to join the saffron brigade.

From Page1
“In exercise of the powers

vested in me as the Shivsena
Paksha Pramukha, I remove
you from the post of Shiv Sena
Leader in the party organisa-
tion,” the letter signed by
Uddhav Thackeray said.

The Shiv Sena has all
along been insisting that at a
meeting held in the run-up to
the Lok Sabha polls between
Uddhav and Shah on February
18, 2019, the two parties had
agreed on a “50:50” seat-shar-
ing and holding the Chief
Minister’s post on a rotation-
al basis. 

However, after the 2019
Assembly polls, the Sena broke
its alliance with its saffron
alliance partner after the BJP
went back  on its promise of
sharing the CM’s post and
teamed up with the NCP and
the Congress to form the
MVA Government in the State
on November 26, 2019.

“I am really unhappy
with the way BJP conducted
itself with me. It (BJP) stabbed
me in the back. Had it fulfilled

the promise made to the Shiv
Sena, the BJP would have had
its Chief Minister for two and
half years at least. Now the BJP
cannot have its Chief Minister
for a full five years. Tell me
how happy the BJP and its vot-
ers are by the party leadership’s
decision now,” Uddhav asked.

Alluding to Shinde’s deci-
sion to scrap the MVA
Government’s decision to
locate the Mumbai Metro-III
car shed project at
Kanjurmarg in north-east
Mumbai and shift the project
back to Goregaon, Uddhav
said, “I request the new Shinde
Government with folded
hands not to take anger against
me on Mumbai. 

Don’t play around with
the environment of Mumbai.
We did not propose
Kanjurmarg as the location for
the Mumbai Metro-III project
to satiate our ego. We did it for
the sake of Mumbai. My sin-
cere request to you is not to
shift the project back to
Goregaon. It will cause
immense ecological damage to

the city of Mumbai.”
Soon after taking over as

the CM of the Sena-led MVA
Government, Uddhav on
November 29, 2019, stayed the
work on the construction of a
car shed for Metro Phase-III
at Aarey Colony in the wake
of Shiv Sena-supported
protests.

The Uddhav dispensation
announced then that the pro-
posed car shed for the  Metro
Phase-III project would now
be located at Kanjurmarg in
north-east Mumbai to save
forests at Aarey Colony at
Goregaon in north Mumbai,
where the project was initial-
ly located.

Among other things,
Uddhav had said his
Government would not spend
any money on re-locating the
project at Kanjurmarg and
that it would utilise the struc-
ture constructed for the car
shed at Goregaon for some
other purpose. Uddhav said
his Government had declared
earlier 600-acre land at Aarey
colony as forest area. 

From Page1
Shinde will seek a confi-

dence vote on the floor of the
State Assembly on July 4.     On
his part, Shinde has claimed
that he enjoys the support of 50
MLAs, while the BJP that is
supporting him in the forma-
tion of the Government has a
strength of 106 MLAs and
claims to have the support of
another 14 MLAs, mostly
independents.

Meanwhile, BJP MLA
Rahul Narvekar filed his nom-
ination for the Speaker’s post,
while the Shiv Sena-led
Opposition has yet to finalise
its candidate for the Speaker’s
post. In all likelihood, the
Congress will field a candidate

on behalf of the MVA.
Narvekar, the BJP’s candidate
for the Speaker’s polls, is a sit-
ting BJP MLA from Mumbai’s
Colaba constituency.  He was
associated with the Shiv Sena
and the Nationalist Congress
Party in the past. Narvekar is
the son-in-law of senior NCP
leader Ramraje Naik-
Nimbalkar, a legislator from
NCP and chairman and speak-
er of the Maharashtra legisla-
tive council.  A spokesperson
of the Youth Wing of Shiv Sena
in his early years of politics,
Narvekar had quit the Sena
and joined NCP early in 2014.
He had unsuccessfully con-
tested the 2014 Lok Sabha
polls on an NCP ticket.
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Two more men were arrest-
ed for conspiring to com-

mit the murder of a tailor here
and produced in a local court
on Friday.  Tailor Kanhaiya Lal
was murdered on Tuesday by
two cleaver-wielding men, who
posted a grisly video of the
crime online.  

The court of the chief judi-
cial magistrate, Udaipur, grant-
ed one-day transit remand of
the duo. They will now be pro-
duced in an NIA court in
Jaipur on Saturday by the ATS,

an advocate said. At the same
time, the Udaipur district court
gave direction to the Rajasthan
Police to hand over the case
diary to NIA. The case will be
investigated by the NIA after
formalities of the case transfer
are completed.

Public Prosecutor Kapil
Todawat said the ATS pro-
duced Mohsin and Asif, who
were arrested on Thursday
night, to the CJM court and the
court granted transit remand
for producing them in a desig-
nated NIA court in Jaipur as
trila will run there.   
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From Page1
“Fortunately I have pre-

served  documents  that  I had
filed before the IT department
then. Similarly I have received
notices for the affidavits filed by
me for the Rajya Sabha polls
held in 2009, 2014 and 2020 Raj
Sabha polls”

Pawar charged that the ED
and other central investigating
agencies were being used by the
BJP-led government at the
Centre. “The result of use of ED
and other agencies can be seen
now. Recently a lot of MLAs
received notices from the ED.
The new trend ( of misusing
ED) has started in politics.
Till five years, we did not
know the existence of ED.
These days even people in the
rural areas joke that the ED has
been let loose on them”.

It may be recalled that

Pawar,  his
nephew Ajit
Pawar, several

other politicians and officials
linked to the Rs 25,000 crore
Maharashtra State Cooperative
Bank (MSCB) loan disbursal
scam, were booked in a money
laundering scam by the ED on
September 23. 2019. However,
he cancelled his plans to appear
before the ED officials on
September 28, 2019, as they
advised him not to appear
before them.

A month after the
Economic Offence Wing of
the Mumbai police – acting on
a Bombay High Court directive
– had registered an FIR with
the MRA Marg Police Station
against those named in the
MSCB scam, 2019 the ED
recorded Enforcement Case
Information Report (ECIR)
against Sr Pawar, Ajit Pawar, the
bank’s then chairman and sev-
eral others.
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The Arvind Kejriwal
Government on Friday

approved projects worth �1,855
crore to lay sewer lines in four
villages, including 39 unau-
thorised colonies, and upgrade
the Sewerage Treatment Plants
(STPs) in the national Capital.

The decision was taken in
a meeting held at Delhi
Secretariat on Friday. Besides
Deputy Chief Minister, Manish
Sisodia, the meeting was also
attended by DJB Vice-
Chairman Saurabh Bhardwaj
and senior officials of the con-
cerned departments.

“Several important deci-
sions were taken during the
meeting, including those on

reduction of the Yamuna river’s
pollution and further enhance-
ment of the sewerage system in
unauthorised colonies of the
national capital,” said an offi-
cial.

Sisodia said that a con-
necting pipeline will be laid to
carry water from Okhla STP to
the Yamuna and also, lakes will
be developed near Okhla STP
to recharge the groundwater.
“The total cost of the whole
project worth �1,855 crore was
approved in the meeting,” he
said.

“The Kejriwal Government
has decided to lay a sewer line
of 26.5 km in six unauthorised
colonies of Bijaswan along with
a village of the area. At the same
time, 1.5 MGD volume of
water would be treated through
this,” said Sisodia.

“Apart from this, 82.79 km
of sewer line network will be
laid in Najafgarh. Under this,
about one lakh 65 thousand
population of 1 village includ-

ing 21 unauthorised colonies
will be benefited. The Delhi Jal
Board will be able to treat 4.75
MGD water through this,” said
Sisodia. “A sewer line of 17.25
km will be laid in Shikarpur,
which will benefit 20 thousand
people. Apart from this, a 35
km sewer line will be laid in 12
unauthorised colonies of Deoli
and Sangam Vihar and a 24 km
sewer line in Burari,” he said.

Sisodia said a total of 6
STPs including Kondli STP,
Coronation STP, Rohini STP,
Pappan Kalan Lake Sewage
Treatment Plant, Narela STP,
and Nilothi STP will be
upgraded in Delhi.

“To upgrade it, �1367.5
crore will be spent by the Delhi
Government. Presently, the
total capacity of these STPs is
160 MGD, which will  increase
to 205 MGD after the upgrade.
Apart from this, modern tech-
nology will be adopted to pol-
ish the recycled water,” said
Sisodia.

�� ������12���3�4--���
	�	�����	����5������+	
�� ���������	
�
+���	�����	�

��6	������
/7�������	

,����	���	��������������������-�� 8!�������������+����
���	��	*����+�����

��������������� ��������	

There was a mixed response
to the ban on single-use

plastic that came into effect
from Friday in the national
Capital. While some shop-
keepers in the city sent back
customers who had come to
shop without a carry bag, some
others were found using plas-
tic carry bags despite the ban.
A majority of shopkeepers and
customers were not aware of
the ban. Vegetables sellers
across the national Capital
were also seen using polythene
bags.

“No plastic” posters were
seen outside shops in major
markets in Delhi including
Sarojini Nagar, Lajpat Nagar
and Palika Bazaar, and most
shopkeepers urged people to
use alternatives.  A few shop-
keepers were, however, seen
hesitantly selling items in poly-
thene bags as they were “still
left with some stock”, while
traders’ bodies took rounds of
the Sarojini Nagar market at
regular intervals to ensure the
protocol was being followed.

Most customers were seen
without the trademark white
Sarojini Nagar polythene bag,
but plastic bags were seen lying
on the roads there, and road-
side eateries were still serving
food in plastic plates and giv-
ing plastic cutlery.

Shops in the Sarojini Nagar

market had put up laminated
posters pronouncing “Time to
say no to plastic -- Fine upto
one lakh”. “We have put up
posters and distributed circu-
lars. In the morning, we sent
WhatsApp messages to all the
shopkeepers to not use single-
use plastic. We are also making
rounds in the markets,” said
Ashok Randhawa, “We are try-
ing to convince them.”            

At Palika Bazaar, shop-
keepers were seen refusing to
provide plastic bags to cus-
tomers. “Many customers have
gone without purchasing items
because they did not have
carry bags. It is not good for
business but we cannot do
anything,” a shopkeeper said.

“We have been using plas-
tic bags and containers for
daily sales and purchase and
now we no other substitute in
place,” said Ramesh, a shop-
keeper from Bhogal market.

“Most of the customers
are not aware about the ban
and they are coming to buy
groceries items without carry
bags. ,” said Ramesh.

Aditya, a delivery food
joint owner in sector-20, Noida
said that since their business
majorly runs on delivery of
food items, it would be very
difficult to suddenly transition
to paper containers and it
would not be effective and
would also prove extremely
costly to them.

“There should be an alter-
nate before even schemes
comes to effect. Now, how
would we do delivery of food
items as plastic containers are
banned? What is the alternate
of plastic containers used in
delivery of food items,” he
questioned.

However a shopkeeper
from INA market welcoming
the move said that this has been
a long-awaited decision and
people should eagerly partici-
pate and co-operate.

“Over the years excessive
misuse of polythene bags and
single-use plastic has led to this
present state of soil and water
degradation. This was much
needed and we need to save our
environment for healthy life,”
he said. 

At the Lajpat Nagar mar-
ket, the shopkeepers claimed
they have not been using sin-
gle use plastic for long. “We
have been using cloth bags for
a long time. 

However, some customers
prefer carrying items in a poly-
thene bag rather than a cloth or
a paper bag. We have also
stopped using other items like
plastic glasses and straws,” said
a shopkeeper. Ashwani
Marwah, general secretary of
the traders’ association in
Lajpat Nagar, said the shop-
keepers have stopped purchas-
ing banned items and tried to
finish the stock by June 30. 
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The Municipal Corporation
of Delhi (MCD) on Friday

issued over 350 challans and
seized nearly 700 kg of plastic
items in its jurisdiction in view
of the countrywide ban on
single-use plastic (SUP).

According to the state-
ment issued by the MCD on
Friday, they are taking all nec-
essary steps to ensure the
enforcement of the ban by
forming squads to check the
use of SUP items and also
spread awareness among the
people.

“The MCD has seized
689.01 kg of plastic items and
issued 368 challans in its juris-
diction in view of the single use
plastic ban. A total of 125
enforcement teams have been
constituted at the zonal level to
eliminate stocking, sale and
usage of banned items,” the
civic body said in the state-
ment. According to
Government officials, the ban

on certain SUP items kicked in
on Friday, with State
Governments initiating an
enforcement campaign to iden-
tify and close down units
engaging in production, dis-
tribution, stocking and sale of
such items.

The MCD said identified
SUP items include earbud
sticks and sticks used for bal-
loons, flags, candy sticks, ice-
cream sticks, polystyrene (ther-
mocol) for decoration, plates,
cups, glasses, forks, spoons,
knives, straws, trays, wrapping
or packaging films around con-
fectionary boxes, invitation
cards, cigarette packets, plastic
or PVC banners of less than
100 microns and stirrers.

“Teams at zonal level are
also spreading awareness
amongst the public, street ven-
dors and shopkeepers and also
connecting with market asso-
ciations regarding the usage of
jute or cloth bags in place of
single-use plastic,” the state-
ment said.
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Delhi Environment Minister Gopal
Rai said on Friday that the city

Government will issue warning notices
to units found violating the ban on 19
single-use plastic (SUP) items till July
10 and punitive action will be taken
thereafter against repeat offenders.
“Action will include a fine of up to Rs
1 lakh or a jail term of up to five years
or both under the Environment
Protection Act, 1986,” he said.

Rai said that the Government will
give top priority to creating awareness
against the use of SUP items and pro-
viding their alternatives to people.

The Delhi Pollution Control
Committee (DPCC) had earlier issued
strict directions to manufacturers,

stockists, suppliers and distributors of
SUP items to ensure zero inventory of

the banned commodities, including
packaging films and plastic cutlery, by
June 30.

“Many people believe that setting up
enforcement teams, imposing fines
and closing down (defaulting) units will
make the ban successful. Our
Government thinks differently... Our
aim is to create awareness and provide
alternatives to people before enforcing
the ban,” the Minister said.

“The ban comes into effect when
the unemployment rate is high. It is
going to affect a large number of man-
ufacturers, distributors and sellers of
SUP items. Many people will find it dif-
ficult to make ends meet. These people
are our own,” Rai said while launching
a three-day fair at Thyagraj Stadium
here to promote alternatives to SUP

items.
Teams of the DPCC, Revenue

Department and Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD) will con-
duct inspections, create awareness and
issue warning notices against those not
complying with the ban till July 10.

The Revenue Department and the
DPCC have constituted 33 and 15
teams, respectively, to ensure enforce-
ment of the ban.

Officials said the ‘Green Delhi’
mobile application has also been updat-
ed to file complaints regarding violation
of the ban on SUP items.

Delhi generates 1,060 tonnes of
plastic waste per day. SUP is estimated
to be 5.6 per cent (or 56 kg per metric
tonnes) of the total solid waste in the
Capital.
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Following administrative rea-
sons, a total of 150 out-

sourced staff hired for Covid
duty during 2020-21 at a Delhi
Government-run super spe-
ciality hospital were on Friday
sacked by the authorities.

Covid-19 patients are not
coming for admission for the
last few months and currently
all beds reserved for coron-
avirus patients are “lying
vacant” at the Rajiv Gandhi
Super Speciality Hospital
(RGSSH) in east Delhi.

“About 500-600 staff —
sanitation workers, security
personnel and nursing staff —
were hired via an outsourcing

agency for Covid duty during
2020-21. As no Covid patient
is getting admitted and as we
have surplus of staff, therefore,
150 were removed today after
much consideration,” the offi-
cial said on Friday.

A group of terminated out-
sourced staff also sat on the
floor of the hospital’s lobby to
protest the decision, the offi-
cials said. Sources claimed that
another factor behind their
sacking was “below satisfacto-
ry performance”.

“However, these staff are all
trained, and if tomorrow Covid
cases rise again, we may rehire
from among these people,
accordingly,” the senior official
said.
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Delhi Lieutenant Governor
Vinai  Kumar Saxena has

approved the conversion of
128 temporary positions in
Government hospitals to per-
manent ones.

Ahead of National Doctors’
Day – celebrated on July 1 to
mark the birth and death
anniversary of one of the first
Indian physicians and states-
man Dr B C Roy – Delhi
Lieutenant Governor V K

Saxena said removing ad
hocism and professional inse-
curity for doctors would be a
fitting tribute to them. 

The LG had earlier
approved 918 posts under var-
ious categories for the Indira
Gandhi Hospital at Dwarka.

Several posts had either
been lying vacant since 2011-
12 or were being operated on
an ad hoc basis.  This decision
will lead to permanent appoint-
ment on 76 posts in Dr Baba
Saheb Ambedkar Medical

College, 40 posts in Guru Teg
Bahadur Hospital, nine posts in
Maulana Azad Medical College
and three posts in Lal Bahadur
Shastri Hospital, the press
release said.

The posts that have now
been made permanent include
assistant professor -
orthopaedics, senior residents
in radiology, surgeons, dental
surgeons, junior resident doc-
tors, staff nurse, clinical
instructor and radiographers
among others.
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Putting up posters on the
walls inside the Delhi

University (DU) campus may
now prove costly as the varsi-
ty has decided to take strict
action against those defacing
them, including charging com-
pensation or asking the perpe-
trators to get the walls painted
again.

Officials said despite hav-
ing  “democracy walls” — ded-
icated spaces provided by the
administration to paste cam-
paign material — in DU,
posters especially the ones
seeking votes for poll candi-

dates,  dot the campus.
The situation worsens dur-

ing the Delhi University
Student Union elections when
parties try to cover the entire
wall with posters, they said.

In a notification issued on
Thursday, DU Proctor Rajni
Abbi highlighted that “certain
elements” are “defacing” the
walls of the campus.

She warned that strict
action would be taken against
those whose posters and names
are found pasted or painted on
the walls. “...This is the cente-
nary year of the University of
Delhi, and we are celebrating it
wholeheartedly. You must have

all seen the recent develop-
ments taking place in DU like
the construction of roads, pave-
ments and whitewashing of
boundary walls. But there are
certain elements who deface
the walls of this University,” the
notification read.Abbi noted
that the defacement of walls is
against the Delhi Prevention of
Defacement of Property Act,
2007 and Section 397 of the
MCD Act.

When asked how the var-
sity will ensure the actual per-
petrators are punished, Abbi
said proper investigation will be
carried out before holding
them accountable.
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In a bid to eradicate rote
learning, the Delhi

Government on Friday
announced new guidelines for
assessment of students. Now,
school students in the nation-
al Capital will be assessed for
the impact of the mindset cur-
ricula in their behaviour along

with other scholastic subjects.
According to the new

assessment guidelines of the
Directorate of Education
(DoE), students from Classes 3
to 8 will be assessed for the
Happiness and Deshbhakti cur-
ricula, while students of Class
9 and Class 11 will be assessed
for Deshbhakti and
Entrepreneurship Mindset

Curricula.  However, students
of Class 11 will have an addi-
tional criterion for assessment,
which is their participation in
Business Blasters.

The new parameters will be
a supplement to the evaluation
norms that already exist and
are based on co-curricular and
academic activities. The guide-
lines will, however, not be

binding on private schools.
The Government has also

directed schools to include
assessment of students on the
basis of their abilities to handle
real-life situations along with
scholastic and co-scholastic
activities.

Announcing the new
guidelines Delhi Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia said

that students will not be eval-
uated on the basis of curricu-
lar knowledge, but rather on
their ability to apply their
understanding in a variety of
real-life situations. “The need
of the hour is that the schools
must focus on the competen-
cy-based learning, which will
equip the students to face real-
life challenge,” he said. The
Deputy Chief Minister further
said the new assessment stan-
dards will also motivate stu-
dents to contribute to society’s
advancement. Further, no
weightage of marks obtained
will be calculated for the pro-
motion of a student to the next
class.

Further detailing the pro-
cedure of assessment, the
Deputy CM  added that ques-
tion papers will be set in a man-
ner where students will have to
answer questions based on
application of concepts of these
curriculum in real-life/unfa-
miliar situations. Along with
that, they will also have unique
project works based on the cur-
riculum.

“This new process of
assessment will further
strengthen the critical thinking
and analytical abilities of the
students. It will also help them
get rid of the need for rote
learning methods that create
excessive and unnecessary
stress on students during exam-
inations,” he added.
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on Friday

arrested two businessmen,
Vaibhav Jain and Ankush Jain,
allegedly linked to Delhi
Minister Satyendar Jain, under
the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) fol-
lowing questioning as they
were being “evasive.”

Last month, the agency
had searched the premises of
the duo alleged to be “business
associates” of Jain.

Satyendar Jain, 57, was
arrested by the ED on May 30
under PMLA and is currently
undergoing judicial custody.

He is now Minister without
portfolio in the Delhi
Government. Earlier, Jain held
health, power and a few other
portfolios.

The agency has conducted
at least two rounds of search-
es against his family and asso-
ciates after it arrested the
Minister in the PMLA case
linked to alleged hawala deal-
ings.

The ED had seized “unex-
plained” cash worth Rs 2.85
crore and 133 gold coins after
the first round of raids con-
ducted on June 6 against Jain’s
family and associates.

The premises searched
included those of Ankush Jain
and Vaibhav Jain, Satyendar
Jain’s wife Poonam Jain, Naveen
Jain and Siddharth Jain (direc-
tors of Ram Prakash Jewellers
Pvt Ltd), GS Matharoo (chair-
man of Lala Sher Singh Jivan
Vigyan Trust which runs
Prudence group of schools),
Yogesh Kumar Jain (director in
Ram Prakash Jewellers Pvt
Ltd.), father-in-law of Ankush
Jain and Lala Sher Singh Jivan
V i g y a n
Trust.

However, AAP chief
spokesperson Saurabh
Bharadwaj had alleged at that
time that the ED’s raid at
Satyendar Jain’s residence was
a complete failure. “Only Rs
2.79 lakh were found by the
ED, which could not be seized
as every penny was accounted
for,” he said, showing a copy of
the agency’s seizure memo.

In April, the agency had
attached assets worth Rs 4.81
crore of Satyendar Jain’s fami-
ly and companies “beneficial-
ly owned and controlled” by
him as part of the probe.

The ED had, in a statement
then, said the provisional order
attached “immovable proper-
ties worth Rs 4.81 crore belong-
ing to Akinchan Developers
Pvt Ltd., Indo Metal Impex Pvt
Ltd, Paryas Infosolutions Pvt
Ltd., Manglayatan Projects Pvt
Ltd., J J Ideal Estate Pvt Ltd.,
Swati Jain, wife of Vaibhav
Jain, Sushila Jain, wife of Ajit
Prasad Jain, and Indu Jain,
wife of Sunil Jain.”

The probe found, the ED
had alleged, that “during the
period 2015-16, when
Satyendar Kumar Jain was a
public servant, the companies
beneficially owned and con-
trolled by him received accom-
modation entries to the tune of
Rs 4.81 crore from shell (paper)
companies against cash trans-
ferred to Kolkata-based entry
operators through the hawala
route”.

“These amounts were
utilised for direct purchase of
land or for repayment of loan
taken for the purchase of agri-
cultural land in and around
Delhi,” the ED said.
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At a time when climate
change and rapid urban-

ization is taking a toll on the
flora, researchers from the
Botanical Survey of India (BSI)
had a pleasant surprise when
they rediscovered a rare, threat-
ened and presumed extinct
species Brachystelma attenua-
tum after a gap of 188 years.

The lucky scientists hail
from BSI in Dehradun and
Himachal Pradesh University in
Shimla.

This species was first dis-
covered and described in 1835
by British botanists -- John
Forbes Royle and Robert Wight
-- from Doongie village (now
Hamirpur in Himachal
Pradesh).

In 2020, while conducting

field surveys in the Western
Himalayas, some interesting
tuberous plants were observed
by Nishant Chauhan in the
Bhoranj region of Hamirpur.

These plants were brought
to the BSI and there it was iden-
tified by Amber Srivastava as
Brachystelma parviflorum, a
species thought to be extinct by
the scientists 186 years ago.

Recently, another pre-
sumed extinct species
Brachystelma attenuatum has
been rediscovered in Hamirpur
and Mandi districts.

The species was first
observed last August, but dur-
ing that time the plants were in
their last stage of growth and
flowering period was over,
making it difficult to confirm
their identity, explained
Chauhan.

This year, with the com-
mencement of the flowering
season, researchers revisited
the same localities in March and
after examining the detailed
characteristics of the flowering
plants they were able to iden-
tify it as Brachystelma attenu-
atum and the rediscovery was
confirmed.

The rediscovery of both

these species is published in the
international journal 'Oryx'
published by Cambridge
University Press on behalf of
Fauna and Flora International.

Brachystelma is a genus of
more than 100 species in the
Apocynaceae family found in
Africa, Asia, and Australia,
with the majority found in
South Africa.

In India, the genus is rep-
resented by 40 species, pri-
marily distributed in the
Western Ghats, with only four
species reported from northern
India, Chauhan said.

Of these, only two species,
B. parviflorum and B. attenua-
tum, are reported from the
Indian Western Himalayas.
Srivastava said: "The rediscov-
ery of two rare species which
were considered extinct from

the Western Himalayas in such
a short period indicates the
need for more species specific
field surveys and explorations
in this area so that many such
rare species can be discovered
and their proper conservation
should be done."

Last month, BSI scientist
Krishna Chowlu too had redis-
covered yet another rare species
of flora called the 'Indian
Lipstick plant' in the Anjaw dis-
trict of Arunachal Pradesh after
around 100 years. The BSI sci-
entist Krishna Chowlu con-
ducted a floristic survey in
December 2021, where he col-
lected some samples of the
plant from the Hyuliang and
Chipru villages. After review, he
recently published an article on
its rediscovery in the ‘Current
Science’ journal.
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Opposition parties on
Friday said the Supreme

Court has rightly called out
suspended BJP leader Nupur
Sharma for being "single-hand-
edly responsible for igniting
emotions across the country"
with her remarks against the
Prophet, and that the BJP
should hang its head in shame.

While the Congress said
the court has strengthened
the party's resolve to fight
"destructively divisive ideolo-
gies", Left parties sought an
immediate apology from
Nupur Sharma and said if the
law did not act against her, it
would send out a wrong mes-
sage. The Trinamool Congress
slammed the Home Minister
Amit Shah “for sheltering her
(Nupur Sharma)".

"The court has very right-
ly called out the BJP
spokesperson for being 'single-
handedly responsible for ignit-
ing emotions across the coun-
try', and that she should apol-
ogise to the entire nation,"
Congress chief spokesperson
Jairam Ramesh said in a state-
ment.

"These remarks by the
Supreme Court, which res-
onate with the entire country,
should make the party in
power hang its head in shame,"
he also said.

Ramesh said the Supreme
Court has held a mirror to this
government and called out
the "base ugliness" of its
actions.  "It is no secret that the
BJP seeks to profit from
inflaming communal passions.
Today, the Supreme Court has
strengthened the resolve in
every single one of us who are
fighting these destructively
divisive ideologies," the
Congress leader.

Ramesh said the Congress
will never cease its fight against
"polarising anti-national
forces" of all types which
plunge the nation into chaos
for political gains and let all
Indian citizens bear the con-
sequences of their "perverse
actions".

The Left parties said it is a
severe indictment of not
Sharma's views alone but of the
misuse of authority the BJP
exercises. “It is an indictment

of the divisiveness BJP pro-
motes and the hate its leaders
and trolls consistently fan,
putting our country at great
risk. It is the BJP that should
also apologise and pledge to
not indulge in further acts
which are anti-Indian, unpa-
triotic and divisive," said
CPI(M) general secretary
Sitaram Yechury. He said the
party hoped that action would
be taken against Sharma.

"But if the law does not act
against her and others like her
promoted by the party, who
sow discord, separatism and
damage India, the wrong mes-
sage would  go out. We would
find many more like her mush-
rooming from the RSS/BJP's
hate factory and on vitriolic TV
debates," Yechury said.
Comparing the cases of Sharma
and AltNews co-founder
Mohammad Zubair, Yechury

said the top court should take
cognisance of the latter as well.

CPI MP Binoy Viswam
too appreciated the remarks
made by the apex court on
Sharma and compared her case
with that of Teesta Setalvad and
Sreekumar.  CPIML general
secretary Dipankar
Bhattacharya said that in a
way, the Supreme Court's
remark is an indictment of the
present government's "polaris-
ing discourse".

While TMC urged the
Delhi Police to arrest the for-
mer BJP spokesperson for her
recent remarks against Prophet
Mohammad, on his part
AIMIM chief Asaduddin
Owaisi alleged that the Centre
is pressuring Delhi Police not
to take action against Sharma
and urged Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to let the law
take its course.
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Rejecting any immediate relief, the Delhi
High Court on Friday sought the stand of

Delhi police on a plea by Alt News co-founder
Mohammed Zubair challenging the legality of
his police remand in a case related to objec-
tionable tweets. 

Justice Sanjeev Narula issued notice on the
petition and granted two weeks to the investi-
gating agency to file its response to the petition
which challenges the legality and proprietary
of the trial court's June 28 order granting four
days of custody of Zubair to the police. 

The judge listed the case for further hear-
ing on July 27 and said that proceedings before
the trial court would continue without being
influenced by the present proceedings.  The
court noted that the remand order would expire
on July 2 and said, "The police remand order
is for four days. I will have to hear the other side.
I will issue notice".    Zubair was arrested by the
Delhi Police on June 27 for allegedly hurting
religious sentiments through one of his tweets
and was sent to one-day police custody by the
trial court on the same day.  
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The Congress on Friday said
the GST had serious "birth

defects" which became only
worse over the last five years
since the GST laws and the
manner of their implementa-
tion have "wrecked the econo-
my" and the party will work
toward its replacement by GST
2.0. The Opposition party said
demonetisation was the first
"Tughlaqi farman" of the Govt
while the Goods and Service
Tax second that harmed the
economy.

Former Congress presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi said BJP
has turned the Congress'
“Genuine Simple Tax” into a
“Gabbar Singh Tax”, making
the GST a nightmare for doing
business in India.  He said his

party would bring a single and
low-rate regime GST 2.0 and
will share the collections fair-
ly with states.  His remarks
came as the Goods and Service
Tax (GST) regime completes
five years of implementation on
July 1.

"Congress' Genuine Simple
Tax was turned into Gabbar
Singh Tax by the BJP. Six rates,
1000 plus changes in 1,826
days! Ease? It's a nightmare to
do business, especially for
MSMEs," Rahul said on
Twitter. "Cong will revive busi-
ness and jobs with GST 2.0 -
single, low rate, shared fairly
with States," he said using the
hashtag #5YearsofGSTMess.

Former Finance Minister P
Chidambaram said the GST
"celebrates" its fifth birthday on
Friday but there is nothing real-

ly to celebrate.  "The GST had
serious birth defects. In the last
five years these defects have
only become worse and all
those touched by GST have
been seriously injured," the
senior Congress leader said at
the AICC Press conference.

"The GST that we have
today is a complex web of
many rates, conditions, excep-
tions and exemptions that will
leave even an informed tax-
payer completely bewildered.
Not all registered dealers are
informed taxpayers; as a result,
they are at the mercy of the tax-
collector," he said.

A flawed GST has led to
"large-scale destruction" of
MSMEs, a sector that con-
tributes up to 90 per cent of the
jobs in the manufacturing sec-
tor, he said.
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Prime Minister  Narendra
Modi wil l   reach
Hyderabad on Saturday

to attend the BJP national
executive meeting, taking
place in the southern city
after a  gap of 18 years and
wherein the party is expected
to take up its  expansion plan
in Telangana and upcoming
Assembly polls in Gujarat,
Himachal Pradesh, Karnataka,
Tripura and Madhya 
Pradesh.

The two-day national
executive on July 2 and 3 will
conclude with a massive pub-
lic rally in Hyderabad,  to be
addressed by Modi. The rally
is expected to be based on the
theme of local culture and tra-
dition.

This will be the first phys-
ical meeting of the BJP's key
decision-making body out-
side the national capital after

a gap of five years and the
third in a southern state after
coming to power in 2014.

The BJP's national execu-
tive meeting is being held in
Hyderabad at a time when the
party is trying to make further
inroads in the state, whereas
the K Chandrashekar Rao-led
ruling TRS is working To
form an alliance to challenge
the saffron party at the nation-
al level.

In the run up to the meet-
ing, BJP leaders from across
the country carried outreach
activities and interacted with
party workers in all 119 con-
stituencies.

They were asked by the
BJP leadership to spend two
days in each of Assembly con-
stituencies  in the State before
reaching  the venue of the
meeting.

The BJP has done well in
a few recent elections includ-
ing the by-elections of

Huzurabad and Dubbaka con-
stituency and the Greater
Hyderabad Municipal
Corporation in 2020 when it
won 48 seats.

In the 2019 Lok Sabha
polls, the BJP had won four
Lok Sabha seats in Telangana.   

The national executive
meeting wil l  begin on
Saturday noon with the inau-
gural speech of BJP president
JP Nadda and conclude on
Sunday with Modi's address.

An exclusive vegetarian
fare will be served to the del-
egates. Around 10,000 ban-
ners, 200 hoardings and  flex-
es have been erected  on
10,000 electric poles in the city
to welcome top party leaders
reaching for the meet that is
held quarterly every  year.

This is the first major and
publicly organised BJP
National Executive meet post
Covid19 that forced nation-
wide lockdown in 2020.
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India and Pakistan on Friday
exchanged, through diplo-

matic channels simultaneous-
ly at New Delhi and Islamabad,
the lists of civilian prisoners
and fishermen in their custody.
These lists are exchanged every
year on January one and July
one under the provisions of the
2008 Agreement on Consular
Access.

Giving details of the latest
exchange, the Ministry of
External Affairs said here India
handed over lists of 309
Pakistani civilian prisoners
and 95 fishermen in India's
custody to Pakistan. Similarly,
Pakistan shared lists of 49
civilian prisoners and 633 fish-
ermen in its custody, who are
Indians or are believed to be
Indians.

The Government has
called for early release and
repatriation of civilian prison-
ers, missing Indian defence
personnel, and fishermen
along with their boats, from
Pakistan's custody, the min-
istry said. In this context,
Pakistan was asked to expedite
the release and repatriation of

536 Indian fishermen and
three Indian civilian prisoners
to India who have completed
their sentence and whose
nationality has been confirmed
and conveyed to Pakistan.

In addition, Pakistan was
asked to provide immediate
consular access to the remain-
ing 105 fishermen and 20
civilian prisoners who are in
Pakistan's custody and are
believed to be Indian.

India remains commit-
ted to addressing, on priori-
ty, all humanitarian matters,
including those pertaining to
prisoners and fishermen in
each other's country. In this
context, India also urged
Pakistan to expedite necessary
action at its end to confirm
the nationality status of 57
Pakistani prisoners, including
fishermen, whose repatria-
tion is pending for want of
nationality confirmation by
Pakistan.

In view of the Covid-19
pandemic,  Pakistan was
requested to ensure the safe-
ty, security and welfare of all
Indian and believed-to-be
Indian civilian prisoners and
fishermen.
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In a significant boost to indi-
genization, India on Friday

successfully carried out the
maiden flight of an unmanned
aerial vehicle(UAV)designed by
the Defence Research and
D e v e l o p m e n t
Organisation(DRDO).

At present, the armed forces
are using Israeli made Heron
UAVs for various purposes
including surveillance.  The
successful test of the Indian
made UAV will allow India to
hasten up the pace of modern-
ization. 

Moreover, the test may
enable the DRDO to develop the
armed version of the UAV capa-
ble of launching missiles and

precision guided ammunition
thereby adding lethality to the
armed forces.

Giving details of the test,
officials said here the maiden
flight of the Autonomous Flying
Wing Technology Demonstrator
was carried out successfully by
the DRDO from the
Aeronautical Test Range,
Chitradurga, Karnataka.

Operating in a fully
autonomous mode, the aircraft
exhibited a perfect flight, includ-
ing take-off, way point naviga-
tion and a smooth touchdown.
This flight marks a major mile-
stone in terms of proving criti-
cal technologies towards the
development of future
unmanned aircraft and is a sig-
nificant step towards self-

reliance in such strategic defence
technologies.

The Unmanned Aerial
Vehicle(UAV) is designed and
developed by the Aeronautical
Development Establishment
(ADE), Bengaluru, a premier
research laboratory of the
DRDO. It is powered by a small
turbofan engine. The airframe,
undercarriage and entire flight
control and avionics systems
used for the aircraft were devel-
oped indigenously.

Explaining the significance
of the development, sources
said the test is a major milestone
in their efforts towards devel-
oping an Unmanned Combat
Aerial Vehicle (UCAV) or a
combat drone which is of flying
wing type.
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The National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF)

on Friday said as many as sev-
enteen bodies have been
retrieved from the landslide site
in Manipur's Noney district
and efforts are on to rescue
those who are still stuck
beneath the debris.

The agency spokesperson
said a total of three National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) teams and those from
the Army, State police and
local administration are work-
ing at the Tupul yard railway
construction camp of the
Territorial Army which was hit
by a massive landslide on
Wednesday night.

"In the joint operation, 17
dead bodies have been
retrieved from the site till now.

Before the arrival of NDRF
teams, 18 injured persons were
rescued and shifted to hospital
on June 30."

"More people are suspect-
ed to be still stuck beneath the
debris. Search operation is
continuing," the spokesperson
said in its update on Friday.

Earlier, Eastern Command
General Officer Commanding-
in-Chief Lt Gen R P Kalita met
the injured Territorial Army
personnel who were initially
admitted to Liemakong
Military Hospital on Thursday.
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Covid-19 vaccines drastically
helped cut down the infections

for everyone regardless of their
body size, according to a study
published in The Lancet Diabetes
and Endocrinology. The researchers
reached this conclusion after assess-
ing health records of 90 lakh adults
in England.

Vaccine effectiveness was simi-
lar for those with a higher body mass
index (BMI) and of a healthy weight,
but slightly lower in the underweight
group, who were also the least like-
ly to have been vaccinated, the
researchers said.

In a further analysis of vacci-
nated people only, among the fewer
Covid-19 cases recorded, people of
very low and very high BMI were
more likely to experience severe dis-
ease than vaccinated healthy weight
people, they said.

"Our findings provide further
evidence that Covid-19 vaccines
save lives for people of all sizes," said
study lead author Carmen Piernas
from the University of Oxford, UK.

"Our results provide reassurance
to people with obesity that Covid-19
vaccines are equally as effective for
them as for people with a lower BMI,
and that vaccination substantially
reduces their risk of severe illness if

they are infected with Covid-19,"
Piernas said.

The data also highlights the need
for targeted efforts to increase vac-
cine uptake in people with a low
BMI, where uptake is currently
lower than for people with a higher
BMI, the researchers said.

They searched anonymised
health records from more than 12
million patients in England taking
part in QResearch - a secure data-
base of healthcare information avail-
able to verified researchers.

Of these, 9,171,524 (9.1 lakh)
patients who were over 18 years old,
had BMI data, and had not previ-
ously been infected with SARS-
CoV-2 were included in the study.

People were grouped based on
their BMI according to WHO defi-

nitions. Characteristics such as age,
sex, smoking status, and social
deprivation were also accounted
for in the analyses.

Of over 90 lakh people includ-
ed in the study, 566,461 (over 5.6
lakh) tested positive for SARS-CoV-
2 during the study from December
8, 2020 (date of the first vaccine given
in the UK) to November 17, 2021.

Of those, 32,808 were admitted
to hospital and 14,389 died. At the

end of the study period, 23.3 per cent
of the healthy weight group, 32.6 per
cent of the underweight group, 16.8
per cent of the overweight group and
14.2 per cent of the group with obe-
sity had had no doses of any Covid-
19 vaccine.

To understand vaccine effec-
tiveness, the researchers compared
risk of severe disease in vaccinated
versus unvaccinated people at least
14 days after a second dose.

MODI TO REACH HYDERABAD
TODAY TO ATTEND BJP MEET 
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Aletter petition was filed
on Monday before Chief

Justice N V Ramana seeking
withdrawal of adverse
remarks made by a Supreme
Court bench against sus-
pended BJP leader Nupur
Sharma while declining her
plea seeking clubbing of the
FIRs against her at various
places over alleged contro-
versial remarks made on the
Prophet.

Earlier in the day, a vaca-
tion bench comprising
Justices Surya Kant and J B
Pardiwala came down heav-
ily on Sharma for her com-
ments against the Prophet,
saying her "loose tongue"
has "set the entire country on
fire" and that she is "single-
handedly responsible for
what is happening in the
country".

Refusing to entertain
Sharma's plea for clubbing of
FIRs lodged in various States
against her for the remark,
the bench held that the com-
ment was made either for
cheap publicity, political

agenda, or some nefarious
activities.

The letter petition, filed
by Delhi-based Ajay
Gautam, who claims to be a
social activist, said, “issue
appropriate orders or direc-
tions... To withdraw their
observations in the matter
of Nupur Sharma so that
Nupur Sharma gets a
chance of fair trial.”

The letter petition said
that it be treated as a PIL
and the adverse remarks
made during the hearing be
declared as “uncalled for”.

During the hearing, the
apex court observed that
"she actually has a loose
tongue and has made all
kinds of  irresponsible
statements on TV and set
the entire country on fire.
Yet, she claims to be a
lawyer of 10 years stand-
ing...  She should have
immediately apologised for
her comments to the whole
country."

The letter petition also
sought the transfer of all the
cases lodged against Sharma
to Delhi.
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‘Multiple Covid infections don’t build immunity’
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Contrary to general percep-
tion, having Covid multiple

times does not build up resistance
or immunity. In fact, it may
instead increase people’s risk of
long Covid.  Because the virus is
always changing, argued David
Nabarro, WHO’s special envoy
for Covid-19.

According to Nabarro,
"Having Covid multiple times
does not build up resistance or
immunity because the virus is
always changing. It is more like-
ly to increase your chances of get-
ting long Covid.”

"The more times you get it,

the more likely you are to be
unlucky and end up with long
Covid -- which is the thing that
none of us want because it can be
so serious. It can knock people off
their stride for several months,"
Nabarro said.

Long Covid is defined as
having new or ongoing symp-
toms four weeks or more after the
start of disease. Symptoms
include fatigue, shortness of
breath, loss of concentration,
and joint pain. The symptoms
can adversely affect day-to-day
activities, and in some cases can
be severely limiting. It can linger
for months and years after an
infection.
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Rahul Gandhi, MP and for-
mer president of All India

Congress Committee blamed
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Home Minister Amit
Shah, the BJP and the RSS for
the ills facing the nation. 

Speaking to reporters at
Kalpetta in Wayanad on Friday
after visiting his parliamentary
constituency office which was
vandalised by the activists of
SFI recently, Gandhi said the
attack was the outcome of the
policy of hatred pursued by the
Prime Minister, Home
Minister, RSS and the BJP.

The Congress leader was
careful in his words and did not
mention the names SFI or the
CPI-M even once during his
brief interaction with the
media. “The office was attacked
by some children.

I don’t have any anger or
hostility towards them, They
are children and acted in a
haste without bothering about
the consequences,” said Rahul
Gandhi.

Referring to the Supreme
Court verdict which was deliv-
ered on Friday in the Nupur
Sharma case, Gandhi said the
apex court itself had said that
there was a sense of anger and
hatred prevailing all over the
country and blamed the BJP
and RSS for the same.

“Yes, it is my office which
was attacked by the children.
But more than that it is the
office of the people of Wayanad
that has been attacked. But the
culture of the Indian National
Congress is to unify the people
through peaceful manner.
Violence does not have any
place in our plan of things,” said
Rahul Gandhi. Though it was
expected that Gandhi would
come down strongly on the

CPI(M), he did not name either
party or its student wing even
once in his statement to media.
The Wayanad MP was accom-
panied by Leader of Opposition
V D Satheeshan, KPCC
President K Sudhakaran, for-
mer chief minister Oommen
Chandi, AICC General
Secretary K C Venugopal and
other leaders of the party.

Kerala woke up on Friday
to news that CPI(M) head
quarters AKG Centre at
Thiruvananthapuram has come
under attack last night. An
unidentified person rising a
two wheeler threw an explo-
sive/cracker at AKG Centre
around 11.30 pm last night. 

There were no casualties or
any untoward incident. The
CPI(M) cadre retaliated
instantly by vandalising
Congress offices across State. 

The statue of former prime
minister Indira Gandhi was
desecrated by CPI(M) cadres at
Alappuzha. E P Jayarajan, con-
vener of the LDF, had blamed
the Congress for the attack on
the AKG Centre though by
morning he toned down the
intensity of his charges.

Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan has constituted a high
level team of IPS officers and
more than 1,000 cops to hunt
down persons behind the
attack on AKG Centre at
Thiruvananthapuram.

At time of going to Press,
Rahul Gandhi was leading a
road show at Sultan Battery as
a mark of solidarity with the
people who want the scrapping
of the Supreme Court verdict
ordering every protected forest,
national park and wildlife sanc-
tuaries across the country
should have a mandatory eco-
sensitive zone of a minimum
one km starting from their
demarcated boundaries.
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Days after the combined
Opposition candidate

Yashwant Sinha filed his nom-
ination for the presidential
elections —flanked by the likes
of Rahul Gandhi, Sharad
Pawar, Akhilesh Yadav Sitaram
Yechury — Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee on
Friday made a sudden turn-
around dropping hints of a
compromise on the BJP presi-
dential candidate Draupadi
Murmu, saying she, too, would
have supported her as a con-
sensus candidate had the BJP
discussed the issue with her
earlier.

Saying that Murmu had a
better chance of winning,
Banerjee maintained,“Had the
BJP informed me in advance”
that it was going to field a trib-
al woman candidate then, I
could have thought otherwise
and made attempts according-
ly… we could have gone for a
consensus for a larger nation-
al interest.” The Chief Minister
who was speaking during an
ISKON Rath Yatra programme
said that she always had a soft
corner for women adding “It
would have been better for the
nation had there been a unan-
imous consensus candidate,
just as it happened in case of
APJ Abdul Kalam. But though
the BJP sought my opinion on
the issue of Presidential poll, it
did not tell me anything about
its choice.” 

Hinting at a chance of
compromise if the BJP leader-
ship approached her Banerjee
said she personally was com-
fortable with Murmu adding
that the decision on this count
had to be a collective one.

“I cannot take any decision
alone now, since the decision
about the unanimous opposi-
tion candidate was taken
together by 17 parties. Unless
the others agree, I alone cannot
decide anything,” she said
adding her interest was to pro-
vide the nation a good impar-
tial candidate. 

BJP's national vice-presi-
dent and party MP Dilip Ghosh
said that this changed stance of
Banerjee is because of the real-
isation that Yashwant Sinha will
be defeated by a huge margin.
"She is now claiming that had
the BJP informed her in
advance, she could have given
a positive consideration on
Murmu's nomination. Then

why was she in a hurry to field
a unanimous opposition can-
didate before the NDA
announced its nominee? She
could have waited till the time
Draupadi Murmu's name was
announced," Ghosh said. Soon
after her remarks the opposi-
tion partition parties slammed
the Chief Minister questioning
her sincerity about an opposi-
tion unity.

“Win or no-win … the
Opposition parties had given a
candidate, Congress Lok Sabha
leader Adhir Chowdhury said
adding “she has made atimely
somersault otherwise she
knows that she is in problem …
itseems that she has been under
pressure from the BJP … she
has nowrealised that she has
gone too far on the presiden-
tial issue … the BJP leadership
angry … so she is trying to
make a balancing act … by
keeping both the sides in good
humour.”

CPI(M) central committee
member Sujan Chakrabarty
said that the Chief Minister had
fear of central Agencies and so
she was changing her stance.
“she has to protect her family
members from the CBI and the
ED who have been regularly
knocking their doors in relation
to a number of scams ... if she
does not ditch the opposition
then her own family will be in
ditch … this is the reason why
she is keeping Narendra Modi

pleased … it is now very
clear that there is an under-
standing between the TMC

and the BJP which we have
been telling for years …
Mamata Banerjee is the captain
of BJP’s B team.” BJP leader
Dilip Ghosh said that the Chief
Minister had realised that she
was no match for the BJP
which was why she was trying
to save her face. Another State
Congress leader said that

Mamata Banerjee had always
“that habit of betraying people
… now it is the turn of
Yashwant Sinha ji … At least he
deserved full support from his
backers.” Sinha a former Union
Minister in AB Vajpayee
Government had joined the
TMC recently as its national
vice president.
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Bengal Opposition Leader
Suvendu Adhikari on

Friday had a providential
escape when a truck hit a vehi-
cle in his convoy smashing its
front before escaping the scene.

The accident happened at
near Marishda village in East
Medinipur's Midnapore district
where he had gone to take part
in Rath Yatra celebrations.

Adhikari escaped unhurt.
The driver who fled with

his vehicle was still at large
while the truck was later seized
by the police. The driver was
being looked for. While the rul-
ing Trinamool Congress said
that it was a freak accident the
BJP leadership it was in fact an
attempt on the Adhikari’s life.
Local BJP MLA Tapasi Mondal
said that “whenever an
Opposition Leader’s convoy
makes a movement the police
stations enroute are informed
… the convoy is led by a pilot
vehicle … when all systems
were in place how come the
accident happen … this means
that there was a plan … this
was an attempt on his life.”
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Assam's flood situation
remained grim on Friday

with eight more people losing
their lives in the last 24 hours
and over 29 lakh still affected,
officials said. Most parts of
Cachar district headquarters,
Silchar, were still waterlogged,
they said.

The death toll due to floods
and landslides this year
increased to 159, while one per-
son was reported missing, tak-
ing the cumulative number to
36, according to a bulletin
issued by the Assam State
Disaster Management
Authority (ASDMA).

An inter-ministerial central
team (IMCT) of the Union
Home Ministry is in the state
and planned to visit some
flood-affected areas during the
day and also on Saturday.

The team has been
divided into two groups with
one visiting Cachar, Hailakandi
and Karimganj and the other
going to Nalbari, Bajali,
Kamrup and Morigaon to
assess the damage caused by
the floods, according to a press
release.

Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma went to
Karimganj, his third  visit to the
Barak Valley in the last ten
days, to review the situation
there. He visited the relief
camp at Subhas High School,
Kalibari and Gopikanagar  in
the district. The chief minister
had earlier made two visits to

Silchar and conducted  an aer-
ial survey of the submerged
town. Several parts of Silchar,
including Meherpur,
Vivekananda Road, Das
Colony, Ambicapatty, Church
Road, Chandicharan Road,
Bilpar, Public School Road,
Subhash Nagar and NS Avenue
areas, remained under flood-
water.

Deputy Commissioner
Keerthi Jalli said work is going
on to repair the damaged por-
tion of the dyke breached at
Bethukundi which led to the
waterlogging in the town. Work
is also underway to repair the
damaged dyke at Barjuri in
Katigorah revenue circle of
Cachar district, she said.  

She said a priority is being
given to reach the affected
people with drinking water
and food, while medical camps
are being set up by the health
department in all the 28
municipal wards to ensure 

the prevention of water-
borne diseases.  Meanwhile,
2,608 villages under 75 revenue
circles have been affected by the
deluge across the state, while
3,05,565 people have taken
shelter in 551 relief camps,
according to the bulletin.

Relief materials were dis-
tributed from 355 delivery
points among flood-hit people
who have not taken shelters in
the temporary facilities.  

Among the worst-affected

districts are Cachar with
14,31,652, followed by Nagaon
with 5,19,463 and Barpeta with
4,00,502. 

Two embankments were
breached, one each in
Biswanath and Udalguri, while
221 roads, five bridges and 557
houses have been damaged
due to the floods.  A cultivat-
ed area of 76,115 hectares has
been inundated, while 51 ani-
mals were washed away. 

Large-scale erosion was
also reported from  Biswanath,
Bongaigaon, Chirang, Dhemaji,
Dhubri, Dibrugarh, Kamrup,
Kokrajhar, Lakhimpur,
Morigaon,  Sonitpur, Tamulpur
and Tinsukia, the bulletin
added. 
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Aiming to reduce the pen-
dency of consumer cases,

the Centre has decided to rank
the performance of consumer
courts on the basis of the speed
at which they will dispose of
cases filed before 2000 in a span
of five months till November.

The performance of state
and district commissions, also
called consumer courts, will be
rated during July-November
this year and the result will be
published on the occasion of
the National Consumer Day
commemorated on December
24, a senior Consumer Affairs
Ministry official said on Friday.
At present, there are 629 district

commissions and 35 state com-
missions with the National
Consumer Disputes Redressal
Commission (NCDRC) at the
apex. "The age of pending con-
sumer cases is extremely high.
There are 4,029 pending cases
filed before the year 2000. A
campaign has been launched to
reduce the huge pendency of
very old cases," the senior offi-
cial said. 

At the end of the campaign
in November, the performance
of commissions as well as states
will be ranked and for which
the process of weightage of
marks will be shared soon, the
official said. Pendency of very
old cases remains high in states
like Maharashtra, Delhi, Uttar

Pradesh, Rajasthan and Tamil
Nadu, the official added.   The
performance ranking of com-
missions in Union territories
(barring Delhi) and northeast-
ern states will be made sepa-
rately, as the number of con-
sumer cases filed in these states
is low when compared to other
parts of the country.

The plan is to rate in three
categories -- aspiring, per-
former and achiever.  The
Consumer Protection Act pro-
vides for the disposal of cases
within 3-5 months. Currently,
there is about 5.50 lakh pend-
ing consumer cases in the
country, which includes 4,029
pending cased filed before the
year 2000.

New Delhi: The Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD), which exited from
NDA in the wake of the farmers’ agitation and former Prime
Minister HD Deve Gowda's Janata Dal (S) on Friday announced
support for NDA's presidential nominee Draupadi Murmu. SAD
chief Sukhbir Singh Badal said that they have decided to sup-
port the NDA's presidential candidate. He said they would never
go with the Congress because of the atrocities they had committed
on the Sikh community. PNS
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In a shocking incident, a
minor girl's nose was

chopped off by miscreants who
barged into her house and tried
to pull her away with them.

The incident took place in
Kanpur Dehat on Thursday
night and the girl was attacked
with a sharp weapon when she
tried to raise an alarm.The
miscreants had been stalking
the girl for several days. 

The girl, profusely bleeding,
was first taken to the district
hospital and was then referred
to the Hallet hospital in Kanpur
Nagar for treatment. According
to doctors, her condition was
critical due to excessive loss of

blood. The girl's father told
reporters that when he
informed the police about the
incident, they advised him to
get her treated first. He said that
he feared for his daughter's life
since the accused were roaming
free.

In another incident of
attack on fairer sex, a woman
was thrashed and dragged for
50 metres by an auto-rickshaw
driver after she refused to board
his three-wheeler. 

The incident took place in
Nauchandi police station area
of Meerut on Thursday
evening. The auto-rickshaw
driver was said to be drunk and
misbehaved with the woman
who was returning home after

shopping.  
When the victim grabbed

the accused for his misbehav-
iour, he accelerated his auto-
rickshaw and dragged the
woman for at least 50 metres.
The woman was injured in the
incident. Police later arrested
the auto-rickshaw driver.

The incident took place
near Kanch Ka Pul (Glass
Bridge) when the woman along
with her two kids was at Hapur
bus stand for shopping. 

After shopping, she went
near the auto-rickshaw and
the driver started pressuring her
to board his three-wheeler.
Meanwhile in Mathura, police
have arrested a woman and her
lover for allegedly killing her

aunt and brother as she was
unable to repay a loan of Rs 4
lakh taken from them, officials
said on Friday.

The bodies of 40-year-old
Mala and her 18-year-old son,
Vinay, were found floating in
the Gangnahar canal around
three months ago. The two
were drowned by accused Neha
and Yogesh and their two
accomplices who were
absconding, police said.

Superintendent of Police
(City) Martand Prakash Singh
said, "We have arrested one
Neha and her lover Yogesh in
connection with the murder of
her maternal aunt Mala and her
son Vinay."  Mala, who was a
widow, lived with her mother

and son. Neha had taken the
loan almost a year ago. "Neha
and Yogesh were not in a posi-
tion to return the loan. So, they
conspired to kill Mala and her
son," the officer explained. 

On March 25, the accused
took the duo to a hotel on the
pretext of returning the loan.
However, the woman and her
son were pushed in the canal
one by one, leading to their
deaths due to asphyxiation. 

While the mother was
killed in Raya area, her son was
thrown in the canal near Mant
area, around 12 km away. "Neha
and Yogesh took the help of one
Imran and Rakesh in the mur-
der. Our teams are trying to
arrest them," said the officer.
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Bahujan Samaj Party supre-
mo Mayawati on Friday

welcomed the Supreme Court
remarks while dismissing the
petition of Bharatiya Janata
Party’s former spokesperson
Nupur Sharma and said that it
would be a lesson for those
who were spreading commu-
nalism and hatred in society.

The apex court while dis-
missing Nupur’s petition
observed that “because of you
(Nupur Sharma), the fire of
communalism broke out in
the whole country”. The court
also asked Nupur Sharma to
apologise to the entire country
for her statement. Reacting to
the apex court decision,
Mayawati said in a tweet, "The
strict stand taken by the
Hon'ble Supreme Court today

against Nupur Sharma and the
direction to her to apologise for
throwing the country into a
violent atmosphere with her
provocative statement is an
important lesson for all those
who are trying to commu-
nalise the country."

“They are shining their
politics by throwing them in
the fire. Also, despite the FIR
being lodged against Nupur
Sharma for hate speech, the
negative attitude of the police
towards taking action is also
now appreciated and action
should be taken,” Mayawati
demanded.

“With the court taking
cognisance, it is possible that
this type of trend can be
stopped a little further,” the BSP
chief added in her tweet.

It may be mentioned that
Nupur Sharma, suspended

from the BJP, has got a severe
reprimand from the Supreme
Court. The apex court said that
due to the abusive speech of the
suspended BJP leader, there
was a fire all over the country
and due to this security had
also been damaged.

The Supreme Court said
that Nupur Sharma should
apologise to the entire nation
for her remarks made on
Prophet Mohammad. Earlier,
Nupur Sharma had demanded
transfer of all the FIRs regis-
tered against her in several
states to Delhi for investigation
over the controversial remarks.

Nupur Sharma said she
was getting death threats so she
could not go to other states for
appearance in court cases.
During this hearing, Justice
Suryakant reprimanded Nupur
Sharma in the court. 
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Sir  — The arrest of Alt News co-founder
Mohammad Zubair for a four-year old
Twitter post is a sign of the times. It is a
sad reflection on our democracy that
Zubair, a free citizen of a free country,
could be arrested at the whim of the rul-
ing party despite rights and freedoms guar-
anteed by the Constitution. The ostensi-
ble reason for Zubair’s arrest was “hurting
religious sentiments” and “promoting
enmity”. The real reason is not far to seek;
which is that his website busted numerous
fake news stories pushed by certain por-
tals. The journalist, who specialised in fact-
checking, flagged Nupur Sharma’s deroga-
tory remarks against the Prophet; obvious-
ly it was not to the liking of those who con-
trol the Delhi Police.

It could well be the immediate provo-
cation for action against him. The cited
‘crime’ for his present arrest is that he
shared an image from a 40-year old film
showing a couple see ‘Honeymoon Hotel’
renamed as ‘Hanuman Hotel’. Since when
we have made a sense of humour a vice
and a crime! Zubair’s arrest lends credence
to the perception that the Delhi Police does
the Union Government’s bidding. The
message from this arrest is that either stay
away from criticising the Government or
be prepared to face the consequences.
Freedom of expression is a salient feature
of democracy. As citizens, it is our oblig-
ation to rise to its defence.

G David Milton | Maruthancode
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Sir — Though we have heard of the cruel
manner in which some fundamentalists
behead people, the murder of a tailor in
Udaipur for his online post backing
Nupur Sharma for her ‘blasphemous
utterances’ against Prophet Muhammad is
the most gruesome, heinous and highly
condemnable act. Whatever may be the
reason for the two religious fanatics to
enact such a dastardly and brutal murder,
it cannot be accepted and they deserve the
maximum punishment. It is also time the

leaders of the ruling party and the
Opposition sat together to find ways and
means to contain the religious polarisation
and communal hatred that have, of late,
come to plague the country and drive the
people mad to commit such atrocities
against those practicing other faiths.

It will not be out of place here to men-
tion that people like Nupur Sharma whose
unwarranted statements have created a lot
of animosity, not only within the country
but also outside India, should be advised
to keep their mouth shut, particularly in
cases that are sensitive in nature and pose
a threat to the peace in the country and
the unity of people. 

Tharcius S Fernando | Chennai
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Sir — I want to highlight the problem of
global warming through your newspaper
columns. We all know that, at the present
time, global warming is the biggest threat
to our sweet world and the entire human
civilisation. Global warming means the

increase of the average temperature of the
earth’s surface. The problem is increasing
every day due to rapid industrialisation,
urbanisation and deforestation. Besides,
excessive use of generation luxury elec-
tronics like refrigerators, ACs etc by mod-
ern people increases greenhouse gasses like
CO2 , CH4  and CFC in the atmosphere.

These harm the ozone layer and cre-
ate havoc to earth. Also, the polar ice caps
and glaciers are melting due to global
warming. As a result, many islands and
low-lying cities will go under water forev-
er in the very near future. I, in view of all
these developments, think that, to save
human civilisation, global warming must
be checked, and soon. More and more trees
must be planted and the Government
should introduce strict laws to protect trees
so that our world always remains
favourable for our future generations.

Divyansha Sharma | Ujjain
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SOUNDBITE

Tatmadaw’s soldiers died
fighting while its forces lost
only 1,000 fighters. The
Tatmadaw does not give casu-
alty figures but that it is hav-
ing a hard time is clear from
its burning of villages, use of
indiscriminate artillery fire
and air attacks against civil-
ian targets.

The Tatmadaw’s strength
is generally estimated to be
between 300,000 and 350,000
troops. In an article in Asia
Times (February 24, 2022),
however, Bertil Lintner has
quoted the Australian
Myanmar-watcher and mili-
tary matters expert, Andrew
Selth, as saying that the key
element was “not the number
of men and women in uni-
form, but the number of com-
bat soldiers the junta” could
field. “Most estimates,” he
added, “cite 100,000-120,000.”
Even after counting another
80,000 personnel of the
national police, the figure is
hardly enough to cope with a
hostile population spread out
over the entire country and
increasingly taking to arms.

As for arms, Lintner
states, “Beginning in 1989, the
then ruling junta, known as
the State Law and Order
Restoration Council, or
SLORC, spent more than a
billion dollars procuring new,
more sophisticated military

hardware. But most of it
would be of little use in coun-
terinsurgency operations in
remote mountainous ethnic
areas.” Helicopters and air-
craft have helped the
Tatmadaw but, as seen in
Vietnam and, more recently,
in Afghanistan, they are not
enough to avert defeat.

As for combat capability,
Lintner states that Myanmar
had battle-hardened troops
that had fought guerrillas of
the Communist Party of
Burma (CPB), the Kachin
Independence Army (KIA)
and the Karen National
Army (KNA). A generation
of Myanmar’s soldiers, how-
ever, has had no combat
experience following peace
deals the Tatmadaw had
signed with over 20 armed
ethnic insurgent groups in
the 1990s. They are, he cites
a source as saying, better at
parades and showing off
their new uniforms and guns
than in combat! He further
states that lacking in training
and experience, they were
mowed down by KIA guer-
rillas in the major battles that
had followed a breakdown of
the ceasefire in June 2011.
The Tatmadaw had to with-
draw its infantry and depend
on heavy artillery and attacks
by helicopter gunships and
aircraft.

The Tatmadaw suffers
from low morale and deser-
tions. The opposition, how-
ever, is unlikely to be able to
oust it from power in the
foreseeable future. They lack
numerical strength besides
heavy artillery, tanks and
aircraft, which is almost
impossible for them to pro-
cure now. Without these,
they will not be able to win
large battles in the plains.  On
its part, the Tatmadaw is los-
ing control over increasing-
ly large areas. Its inability to
prevent the assassination —
at the rate of more than one
a day — of village ward
administrators appointed by
it, clearly indicates this. We
thus have a scenario in which
the junta and opposition
forces are increasingly unable
to defeat each other and the
entire country is a contested
area where economic activi-
ty is disrupted and civil war
conditions prevail with guer-
rilla and terrorist action
countering State repression.
There will be more desertions
and discontent within the
Tatmadaw as its war against
its own people continues.
The odds are against it in the
long run.

(The author is Consulting
Editor, The Pioneer. 
The views expressed 

are personal.)
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Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine has pushed the
developments in
Myanmar away from

the centre stage of global dis-
course. Hence, the ruling junta’s
increasingly savage war on its
own people demanding a return
to democracy and the release of
Aung San Suu Kyi and other
detained Myanmar leaders no
longer receives the attention it
earlier did. The junta has killed
over 2,000 civilians and detained
more than 11,200 political pris-
oners, according to Myanmar’s
Assistance Association for
Political Prisoners recently.

Daw Aung San Suu-Kyi’s
persecution continues. The icon
of Myanmar’s democracy has
been convicted in half a dozen
cases, and sentenced to a total of
11 years in prison, following
sham trials by kangaroo courts
closed to the public. Her lawyers
have been barred from address-
ing the media. She has recently
been moved from house arrest to
solitary confinement in prison.
As in the cases of fabricated ver-
dicts against her, the move has
been widely condemned, with
Stephane Dujarric, spokesman
for the United Nations
Secretary-General, Antonio
Guterres, criticising it sharply.

All this, of course, has had
no effect on the junta chief,
Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing, who presides over the
reign of terror unleashed by the
Tatmadaw, as Myanmar’s army
is officially known. Things will
change only after the junta is
defenestrated. How long will that
take? Opposition to the junta is
growing. The National Unity
Government (NUG), formed
on April 16, 2021, by some
leaders of the National League
for Democracy — the party led
by Daw Suu Kyi — activists and
representatives of several insur-
gent ethnic organisatons and
minor parties, announced, in
May, 2021, the formation of its
armed wing, the People’s
Defence Force (PDF). According
to a report by Richard C
Paddock (The New York Times,
June 6, 2022), it claims to have
a strength of 60,000. Also, the
NUG, according to Paddock,
claims that at least 14,890 of
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In the landmark Roe v.
Wade (1973) judgment, the
US Supreme Court had

then declared that the consti-
tution protected a woman's
right to liberty to choose to
have an abortion. In Roe v.
Wade, the Supreme Court
found that a woman’s right to
make her own decisions about
her pregnancy deserves the
highest level of constitutional
protection. It struck down sev-
eral federal and state laws
restricting abortion.

Now, in 2022, the very
same historic judgment was
overturned by the Supreme
Court of the United States. This
has come across as a shock
globally for all activists fight-
ing for a gender equal world.
This decision has snatched
away the constitutional rights
of women and has made the

progress on sexual and repro-
ductive rights of women over
the decades redundant. Despite
strong opposition by women,
civil society organisations and
human rights activists, the
Supreme Court of the United
States of America overturned
the historic case of Roe v.
Wade. The conservative over-
turning of this case intrinsical-
ly reflects an authoritarian
control of women's bodies and
has put the lives of American
women in danger by denying
them bodily autonomy and
the right to choose. Most
importantly, it denounces the
women's rights movement and
decades of struggle by women
in the country.

Surprisingly, the US
Supreme Court has claimed
several reasons for overturning
Roe v. Wade, and none of

them features women and their
bodies as the main theme.
The judgment states that the
court finds that the right to
abortion is not deeply rooted
in the nation’s history and tra-
dition. The legal reasoning
that the court provides may
sound rational, but the experi-
ence of women in the U.S
would differ with the court's
reasoning. As Justice Breyer
rightly points out in his dis-
senting opinion: "Whatever
the exact scope of the coming
laws, one result is certain: the
curtailment of women’s rights
and of their status as free and
equal citizens."

Some 40 million women of
child-bearing age will live in
states where abortion will
become more difficult to
access, according to the
Guttmacher Institute, a

research organisation that sup-
ports abortion rights. The
restriction of abortion means
an increase in unsafe abortions,
a threat to the lives of women
and dire physical and mental
health consequences for
women. While the Supreme
Court is now leaving it to the
states to decide how to outlaw
or regulate abortion, 22 states
already have laws in place that
will immediately outlaw abor-
tion, thus leaving women with
grave and deadly options when
it comes to not conceiving. On
the personal autonomy front,
this is a disaster waiting to hap-
pen.

This decision has not only
stirred up the liberal groups,
the political scenarios, and the
feminists, but also has put
women, their health, and safe-
ty at a huge risk of being left

with only abstinence or unsafe
abortions. It also puts the lives
of infants at risk who will be
born through pregnancies
unwillingly carried due to inac-
cessibility to safe abortions.

In 1971, two years prior to
Roe V. Wade, the Medical
Termination of Pregnancy Act
was enacted by Parliament in
India, allowing registered med-
ical practitioners to carry out
abortions under certain spec-
ified circumstances. It also
granted immunity to doctors
performing abortions in accor-
dance with its provisions from
prosecution under Section 312
IPC. When the law was initial-
ly passed in 1971, the upper-
limit for abortion was 20
weeks. Following the 2021
amendment, it has been
extended to 24 weeks in the
case of women who meet cer-

tain criteria. India’s generous
stance on the termination of
pregnancy is definitely com-
forting. India might even be a
part of the highest echelons of
countries that safeguard the
constitutional and legal rights
of women of the country.
While the women of America
had to endure a long struggle
in the fight for equal suffrage,
India had given equal voting
rights since Independence. Not
only this, when it comes to
women representation in the
highest political offices, India
fares better than the United
States of America. Even as the
West retrogresses, India shows
the path to a progressive soci-
ety.

As the decision of SCO-
TUS will regress the United
States of America, it is impor-
tant to highlight that the judi-

ciary is an extremely important
pillar of democracy, protecting
the constitutionality of laws
and the rights of the people. It’s
a shame that the institution has
failed the women of the coun-
try and stripped them of the
basic human rights that they
have been expected to pre-
serve. In fact, up to 66 per cent
of US citizens did not want it
to be overturned. So, for whom
did the SCOTUS issue its deci-
sion? The self-serving extreme
conservatives who would dis-
value a living individual, the
authoritative and patriarchal
regime?

In a nutshell, Roe v. Wade
protected women's right to
have an abortion and didn't
"force" anyone to have an abor-
tion. The USA is on a similar
path of suffering that Ireland
was on from 1983-2018.
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��3�	�������	2� 11' The Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh
Yadav’s absence from the cam-
paign trails in the Azamgarh and
Rampur Parliamentary con-

stituencies was the talk of the town in the
run up to the bypolls. He wasn’t alone in
skipping the campaigning, for senior
party leaders from his party also gave the
campaigning a miss.

When the questions were raised about
the party leaders skipping the campaign-
ing, Akhilesh Yadav told one of his
acquaintances that “even if I do not go to
Rampur and Azamgarh, the Samajwadi
Party will win both the seats”. And he did
not campaign even for a single day in the
two Parliamentary constituencies.

This overconfidence of Akhilesh Yadav
proved detrimental for the Samajwadi
Party as the party lost both the byelections
even while Rampur and Azamgarh were
considered to be the bastion of the party.
In the aftermath of the defeat, the SP lead-
ers blamed the government machinery,
with Azam Khan and Akhilesh Yadav even
saying that the district administration
acted as puppets in the hands of the rul-
ing party to ensure the victory of the BJP
candidates.

The bypoll outcome calls for introspec-
tion from the SP and Akhilesh Yadav,
because it is the fourth election the party
has lost under his leadership. The last elec-
tion Samajwadi Party won was in 2012
when Akhilesh Yadav was the state pres-
ident of the party and Mulayam Singh
Yadav was the national president of the SP.
In 2012, the SP contested the Assembly
elections while projecting Mulayam Singh
Yadav as the Chief Ministerial candidate
and won the polls. But, Akhilesh Yadav
became Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh
and also became national president of the
party by carrying out a coup. Since then
the party has lost elections, one after the
other.

Under his watch, the Samajwadi Party
has reached its lowest number in Lok
Sabha. The SP now has just three mem-
bers in the Lok Sabha, while the party in
2019 had five MPs. Akhilesh Yadav had
won from Azamgarh and Azam Khan rep-
resented the Rampur Lok Sabha seat. The
bypolls in the two seats were necessitated
following their resignations after winning
the Assembly polls from the Karhal con-
stituency in Mainpuri district and the
Rampur Sadar seat respectively.

Azamgarh and Rampur are Muslim
dominated seats and the ground equations
favoured the SP, which banked on Muslim-
Yadav combination. Even the MBCs such
as Rajbhars were in support of the SP
because of the party’s alliance with
Suheldeo Bharatiya Samaj Party (SBSP) of
Om Prakash Rajbhar. The Rajbhars are in
sizable numbers in the Azamgarh Lok
Sabha constituency.

While the BJP had breached the SP's
stronghold in the Rampur Lok Sabha seat
in the 2014 Lok Sabha elections, it was seen

�/#������������
�A�!#	���
��*C�!�����#	��*-��������
����#��D
���
�����������!�)3��������/�����
���������
����	�
���������.��
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Editor, The Pioneer,

Lucknow.)

as a fluke, as party’s Nepal Singh
won from Rampur in a triangular
contest, with the SP and the BSP
candidates splitting the votes. But
the Rampur Lok Babha bypoll was
bipolar, while the SP banked on the
50 per cent Muslim vote base. The
SP gave a free hand to Azam Khan,
because Rampur is his ‘karmas-
thali’. Azam Khan fielded Asim
Raza in the bypoll, but couldn’t
prove to be successful in creating
a wave in his favour.

The Azamgarh bypoll verdict
gave the biggest blow to the SP.
Akhilesh Yadav had two big chal-
lenges in Azamgarh. He had to
defend the seat that he had won in
2019, while the SP chief had also
to justify the decision to field for-
mer MP from Badaun
Dharmendra Yadav from
Azamgarh. For a long time, the SP
has been winning the Azamgarh
Lok Sabha seat. Mulayam Singh
Yadav won from there in 2014 and
five years later Akhilesh won the
seat comfortably.

The political equation of
Azamgarh is quite suitable for the
SP. About 27 per cent Yadav and 23
per cent Muslim voters together
decide the election victory. The
Azamgarh Lok Sabha seat consists
of Mehnagar, Azamgarh Sadar,
Mubarakpur, Sagdi and Gopalpur
Assembly seats.

The BJP had won the
Azamgarh Lok Sabha seat in 2009,
but this victory was more on
account of Ramakant Yadav than
the party. Ramakant Yadav had

joined the BJP after his stints in the
SP and the BSP. In 2014, the BJP
fielded Ramakant Yadav against
Mulayam Singh Yadav, but he lost.
In the 2019 Lok Sabha elections,
Akhilesh Yadav defeated Dinesh
Lal Yadav of the BJP by more than
2.59 lakh votes.

The Muslim-Yadav equation
worked in favour of the SP in the
2022 Assembly elections, as the
party won all the 10 seats here.
Another reason for the SP’s loss
from Azamgarh could be Shivpal
Singh Yadav, who had a lot of influ-
ence in the constituency. In 2014,
he ensured the victory of Mulayam
Singh Yadav by camping in the
constituency. His appeal still holds
strong among the voters. Insiders
in the SP said that in view of a rift
between Akhilesh Yadav and
Shivpal Singh Yadav, the latter
refused to take part in the cam-
paigning. The SP candidate
Dharmendra Yadav twice tried to
persuade ̀ Chacha’ because it is no
longer a secret that Ram Gopal
Yadav's son Akshay Yadav lost the
election in Firozabad in the 2019
Lok Sabha elections due to Shivpal
Singh Yadav's displeasure. But in
the absence of clear signal from
Akhilesh Yadav, the Chacha
refused to take part in the election-
eering.

In Rampur, there was a split in
the Muslim vote bank. Ghanshyam
Lodhi, the BJP candidate, was in
the SP till January this year. At one
time he was considered very loyal
to Azam Khan. On January 14 this

year, he joined the BJP and
destroyed the citadel of Azam
Khan. The Nawab of Rampur
Naved Mian also played a crucial
role in ensuring the BJP candidate’s
victory, because Azam Khan had
targeted the Nawab family during
the election campaign.

The byelection results have
sent a message loud and clear to
the SP that Muslims are angry with
the party. After the 2022 Assembly
elections, the Muslim communi-
ty disenchantment with the SP has
been the talk of the town. Azam
Khan was also reportedly angry
with the party leaders. There were
a series of incidents which showed
growing displeasure of Muslim
leaders with the SP functionaries,
including Nahid Hasan and Shahjil
Islam. Questions were asked as to
why Akhilesh Yadav was reluctant
to speak for Azam Khan and
protest the demolition of the
petrol pump of his party MLA?

Even the SP allies have begun
questioning Akhilesh Yadav and
his leadership skills. Om Prakash
Rajbhar of SBSP went on record to
say that Akhilesh Yadav should
come out of AC comfort and
wage a war on the street. He even
said that the SP has not come to
power because of the follies of
Akhilesh Yadav. “The people who
get the power due to the dynasty
do not understand its value,”
Rajbhar said.

Akhilesh Yadav has to under-
stand the ground reality as also the
pain and anguish of his allies.
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An international film festi-
val in the Czech spa town

of Karlovy Vary kicked off
Friday amid controversy fol-
lowing a protest by Ukraine
over the screening of a Russian
film alongside Ukrainian-
made movies.

Prior to the start of the
56th edition of the festival, sev-
eral leading Ukrainian film-
makers along with Ukraine's
ambassador to Prague protest-
ed the scheduled screening of
“Captain Volkonogov Escaped.”

Ukrainian Ambassador
Yevhen Perebyinis said in an
open letter that it would be
“inhuman" to screen Ukrainian
films alongside a Russian movie
made with support from Russia's
Culture Ministry at a time when
Russian troops had “committed
atrocities" during their invasion
of his country. Organisers said
they consider the Russian movie
— whose world premiere was at
last year's Venice Film Festival —
as being indirectly critical of the
current Russian leadership.
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Russian missile attacks on resi-
dential areas in a coastal town
near the Ukrainian port city of

Odesa early Friday killed at least 19
people, authorities reported, a day
after Russian forces withdrew from
a strategic Black Sea island.

Video of the pre-dawn attack
showed the charred remains of
buildings in the small town of
Serhiivka, located about 50 kilome-
ters southwest of Odesa. 

The Ukrainian president's office
said three X-22 missiles fired by
Russian bombers struck an apart-
ment building and two campsites.

“A terrorist country is killing our
people. In response to defeats on the
battlefield, they fight civilians,"
Andriy Yermak, the chief of staff to
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy said.

Ukraine's Security Service said
19 people died, including two chil-
dren. It said another 38, including six
children and a pregnant woman,
were hospitalised with injuries. Most
of the victims were in the apartment
building, Ukrainian emergency offi-
cials said.

The airstrikes followed the pull-
out of Russian forces from Snake
Island on Thursday, a move that was
expected to potentially ease the
threat to nearby Odesa, home to

Ukraine's biggest port. The island sits
along a busy shipping lane.

Russia took control of it in the
opening days of the war in the
apparent hope of using it as a stag-
ing ground for an assault on Odesa. 

The Kremlin portrayed the

departure of Russian troops from
Snake Island as a “goodwill gesture”
intended to facilitate shipments of
grain and other agricultural products
to Africa, the Middle East and other
parts of the world.

Ukraine's military claimed a

barrage of its artillery and missiles
forced the Russians to flee in two
small speedboats. The exact number
of withdrawing troops was not dis-
closed.

The island took on significance
early in the war as a symbol of

Ukraine's resistance to the Russian
invasion. Ukrainian troops there
reportedly received a demand from
a Russian warship to surrender or be
bombed. The answer supposedly
came back, “Go (expletive) yourself.”

Zelenskyy said that although
the pullout did not guarantee the
Black Sea region's safety, it would
“significantly limit” Russian activities
there.

“Step by step, we will push
(Russia) out of our sea, our land, our
sky,” he said in his nightly address.

In eastern Ukraine, Russian
forces kept up their push to encircle
the last stronghold of resistance in
Luhansk, one of two provinces that
make up the country's Donbas
region. Moscow-backed separatists
have controlled much of the region
for eight years.

Luhansk Gov. Serhiy Haidai said
the Russians were trying to encircle
the city of Lysychansk and fighting
for control over an oil refinery on the
city's edge.

“The shelling of the city is very
intensive,” Haidai told The
Associated Press. 

“The occupiers are destroying
one house after another with heavy
artillery and other weapons.
Residents of Lysychansk are hiding
in basements almost round the
clock.”

The offensive has failed so far to

cut Ukrainian supply lines, although
the main highway leading west was
not being used because of constant
Russian shelling, the governor said. 

“The evacuation is impossible,”
he added.

But Russian Defense Ministry
spokesman Igor Konashenkov said
Friday that Russian and Luhansk sep-
aratist forces had taken control of the
refinery as well as a mine and a
gelatin factory in Lysychansk “over
the last three days.”

Ukraine's presidential office said
a series of Russian strikes in the past
24 hours also killed civilians in east-
ern Ukraine - four in the northeast-
ern Kharkiv region and another
four in Donetsk province.

Russian bombardments killed
large numbers of civilians earlier in
the war, including at a hospital and
a theatre in the port city of Mariupol. 

Mass casualties had appeared to
become more infrequent as Moscow
concentrated on capturing the
Donbas region.

However, a missile strike
Monday on a shopping mall in
Kremenchuk, a city in central
Ukraine, killed at least 19 people and
injured another 62, authorities said
Friday. Russian President Vladimir
Putin on Thursday denied that
Russian forces targeted the shopping
mall, saying that his country does-
n't hit civilian facilities. 
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The International Criminal
Court marked the 20th

anniversary of its establish-
ment on Friday as its prosecu-
tors probed war crimes in
countries around the world,
including what one expert
called a “make or break” inves-
tigation in Ukraine.

The court, long criticised
for tackling only crimes in
Africa and failed prosecutions
of senior leaders in Kenya and
Ivory Coast, now has investi-
gations underway in 17 coun-
tries, from Afghanistan to
Ukraine, although the majori-
ty of cases are in Africa.

David Crane, the founding
chief prosecutor of the Special
Court for Sierra Leone that
convicted former Liberian
President Charles Taylor and
others as war criminals, said
the Hague-based ICC is a cru-
cial legal institution despite
some criticism of its work.

“The ICC is the corner-
stone now of how we deal
with atrocity crimes at the
international level,” Crane told
The Associated Press.

“With the aggression by the
Russian Federation against
Ukraine, the ICC must be the
lead in holding President
Vladimir Putin accountable.
This is the ICC's moment.
They have to get this right.”

The court has registered
only three war crimes convic-

tions and five for interfering
with justice in the 20 years
since its founding treaty, the
Rome Statute, came into force
on July, 1, 2002.

Without a police force of its
own and relying on national
authorities to carry out arrests,
getting suspects to The Hague
has been a problem from the
outset and is likely to remain a
critical stumbling block to
meeting out justice.

And that justice does not
come cheap. The court's bud-
get for 2022 is nearly 155 mil-
lion euros (USD 161 million),
and it has spent more than 2.2
billion euros (USD 2.3 billion)
over its two-decade life.

A total of 123 countries are
members of the court and
accept its jurisdiction, but glob-
al powers the US, Russia and
China do not. That means that
if Prosecutor Karim Khan's
investigations in Ukraine lead
to charges against Russian sus-

pects, Moscow is not likely to
willingly make them available
for trial in The Hague.

Friday's anniversary should
be a moment to "reflect and to
try to refresh the process of
international justice”, Khan
said. “If we work in a collective
manner, I am confident that
international justice can accel-
erate and advance and have the
required impact," he added.

In a statement marking
the anniversary, the European
Union highlighted the ICC's
achievements and called on
nations that have not yet joined
to do so.

“Its landmark decisions
have contributed to the fight
against impunity and the devel-
opment of international crim-
inal jurisprudence, for example
on sexual and gender-based
crimes, the recruitment and use
of children in armed conflicts
and the destruction of cultur-
al property,” the EU said.
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Health authorities in Africa say they
are treating the expanding mon-

keypox outbreak there as an emergency
and are calling on rich countries to share
the world's limited supply of vaccines
in an effort to avoid the glaring equity
problems seen during the COVID-19
pandemic. Monkeypox has been sick-
ening people in parts of central and west
Africa for decades, but the lack of lab-
oratory diagnosis and weak surveillance
means many cases are going undetect-
ed across the continent. To date, coun-
tries in Africa have reported more than
1,800 suspected cases so far this year
including more than 70 deaths, but only
109 have been lab-confirmed. 

“This particular outbreak for us
means an emergency,” said Ahmed
Ogwell, the acting director of the
Africa Centers for Disease Control. “We
want to be able to address monkeypox
as an emergency now so that it does not
cause more pain and suffering," he said. 

Last week, WHO said its emergency
committee concluded that the expand-
ing monkeypox outbreak was worrying,
but did not yet warrant being declared
a global health emergency. The U.N.
Health agency said it would reconsid-
er its decision if the disease continued
spreading across more borders, showed
signs of increased severity, or began
infecting vulnerable groups like preg-
nant women and children. 

Globally, more than 5,000 cases of

monkeypox have been reported in 51
countries, according to the U.S. Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention. The
majority of those cases are in Europe.
No deaths beyond Africa have been
reported. Within Africa, WHO said
monkeypox has spread to countries
where it hasn't previously been seen,
including South Africa, Ghana and
Morocco. But more than 90% of the
continent's infections are in Congo and
Nigeria, according to WHO's Africa
director, Dr. Moeti Matshidiso.

She said that given the limited glob-
al supplies of vaccines to fight mon-
keypox, WHO was in talks with man-
ufacturers and countries with stockpiles
to see if they might be shared. The vac-

cines have mainly been developed to
stop smallpox, a related disease - and
most are not authorized for use against
monkeypox in Africa. Vaccines have not
previously been used to try to stamp out
monkeypox epidemics in Africa; offi-
cials have relied mostly on measures like
contact tracing and isolation. 

“We would like to see the global
spotlight on monkeypox act as a cata-
lyst to beat this disease once and for all
in Africa,” she said at a press briefing
Thursday. 

WHO noted that similar to the
scramble last year for COVID-19 vac-
cines, countries with supplies of vac-
cines to stop monkeypox are not yet
sharing them with African countries. 

“We do not have any donations that
have been offered to (poorer) countries,"
said Fiona Braka, who heads WHO's
emergency response team in Africa. "We
know that those countries that have
some stocks, they are mainly reserving
them for their own populations.” 

WHO said last month it was work-
ing to create a mechanism to share vac-
cines with countries with the biggest
outbreaks, which some fear could see
vaccines go to rich countries like
Britain, Germany and France, some of
the agency's biggest donors and who
already have their own supplies. 

While monkeypox cases in Europe
and North America have been mostly
identified in men who are gay, bisexu-
al or sleep with other men, that is not
the case in Africa. 

WHO's Tieble Traore said that
according to detailed data from Ghana,
the numbers of monkeypox cases were
almost evenly split between men and
women. “We have not yet seen spread
among men who have sex with men,”
he said. Among monkeypox cases in
Britain, which has the biggest outbreak
beyond Africa, the vast majority of cases
are in men and officials have noted it
is spreading only within “defined sex-
ual networks of gay, bisexual, or men
who have sex with men.” 

Scientists warn that anyone is at risk
of catching monkeypox if they come
into close, physical contact with an
infected patient or their clothing or bed-
sheets.

�*�������**�����@�����	�
�A

�	������	����	<	�+	���

��� )
	�!

Funeral processions turned
into anti-military marches

and hundreds took to the
streets Friday in Sudan's capi-
tal, a day after nine people were
killed in demonstrations
against the country's ruling
generals.

The United States and oth-
ers in the international com-
munity condemned the vio-
lence in this East African
nation, which has been rocked
by near-weekly protests since
an Oct 25 coup upended its
fragile transition to democra-
cy.

The rallies on Thursdays
were the largest seen in
months. Sudanese military
authorities have met the
protests with a deadly crack-
down, which has so far killed
113 people, including 18 chil-
dren.

In and near Khartoum,
funeral marches for some of
those killed the day before
turned into protests while oth-
ers gathered after Friday
prayers at mosques in the
country's capital. Online, pho-
tographs of the dead were
posted, in some cases in an
effort to identify them.

The Sudan's Doctors
Committee, a medical group
that monitors casualties from
demonstrations, said security
forces shot and killed nine
people, including a child, in or
near Khartoum during the ral-
lies on Thursday. 
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Turkey's media watchdog
has banned access to the

Turkish services of US public
service broadcaster Voice of
America and German broad-
caster Deutsche Welle, prompt-
ing criticism of censorship.

The Supreme Board of
Radio and Television enforced
a February decision requiring
international media that air
television content in Turkish
online to apply for a broadcast
license. An Ankara court ruled
to restrict access to the websites
of the state-owned Deutsche
Welle and Voice of America late
Thursday.

Neither website was avail-
able in Turkey on Friday. In a
statement, Deutsche Welle said
it did not comply with the
licensing requirement because
it “would have allowed the
Turkish government to censor
editorial content”.

Director general Peter
Limbourg said this was
explained in detail to the
Turkish radio and TV board,
abbreviated as RTUK.

“For example, media
licensed in Turkey are required
to delete online content that
RTUK interprets as inappro-
priate. This is simply unac-
ceptable for an independent
broadcaster. DW will take legal
action against the blocking
that has now taken place,”
Limbourg said. Ilhan Tasci, a
RTUK member from Turkey's
main opposition Republican
People's Party, said he opposed
the move to block the two for-
eign broadcasters. 
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More than 500 days into his presidency, Joe
Biden's hope for saving the Earth from the

most devastating effects of climate change may
not quite be dead.

But it's not far from it.
A Supreme Court ruling on Thursday not

only limited the Environmental Protection
Agency's ability to regulate climate pollution by
power plants but also suggests the court is poised
to block other efforts by Biden and federal agen-
cies to limit the climate-wrecking fumes emit-
ted by oil, gas and coal.

It's a blow to Biden's commitment to slash
emissions in the few years scientists say are left
to stave off worse and deadlier levels of global
warming. And it's a sign, to Democrats at home
and allies abroad, of the dwindling options
remaining for Biden to reverse the legacy of for-
mer president Donald Trump, who mocked the
science of climate change.

Trump's three Supreme Court appointees
provided half of the affirmative votes in
Thursday's 6-3 ruling.

After the ruling, a veteran Democratic law-

maker acknowledged he saw little hope of
Congress producing any meaningful climate leg-
islation, either.

“There's no easy fix from Congress from this
mess,” Rhode Island Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse
said. The foreign allies whom Biden once
spoke of leading to a global clean-power trans-
formation are wondering if the US can even lead
itself.

The climate decision in some ways “may
have broader impacts at least on the European
populace that this is a country that, A: can't get
things done and B: is going in a really bizarre
direction domestically,” said Max Bergmann,
director of the Europe programme at the
Centre for Strategic and International Studies.

And in a Houston neighbourhood entering
hurricane season, a man who had spent four
decades advocating for the Black communities
and other communities of colour and poorer
communities hit hardest by pollution and the
record heat, cold, floods and storms of climate
change reacted to the ruling like many others
did — saying salvaging climate efforts depends
on Biden now, and his willingness to act and
lead.
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Among the world's present-
day religions,

Zoroastrianism, founded more
than 3,000 years ago, is one of
the most ancient and histori-
cally influential. Yet even
though its adherents maintain
vibrant communities on four
continents, they acknowledge
their numbers are dauntingly
small — perhaps 125,000
worldwide. 

Starting Friday, about 1,200
attendees from 16 countries
will be assessing their faith's
prospects during the four-day
World Zoroastrian Congress in
New York City, the first one
held in the United States since
2000. The agenda reflects a
keen awareness of the chal-
lenges facing their religion.
Prospects for growth are lim-
ited, given that Zoroastrians
don't seek to convert outsiders
and — in many cases — don't
consider the children of mixed
marriages to be members of the
faith. Yet there's also some
cause for optimism. 

“Have we ever been in a
time like this?” wondered
Arzan Sam Wadia, a Mumbai-
born, New York-based architect
who is co-chair of the congress.

“Should we all despair and
give up — We can't do any-
thing, let's just die peacefully'
— or do we have hope for the
future?” he told The Associated
Press.
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Bangladesh will start a de-radicali-
sation campaign for Islamists in jail

as years of security clampdown has
waned the strength of the militant out-
fits in the country since the 2016 ter-
rorist attack on a posh Dhaka restau-
rant in which 20 people, including an
Indian and 16 other foreigners, were
killed, officials said here on Friday.

"The initiative is aimed to prevent
the jailed militants' return to the path
of militancy,” said a spokesman of
police's Counter Terrorism and
Transnational Crime (CTTC) unit as
Bangladesh revisits the horror of the
July 1, 2016 night at the Holey Artisan
cafe. CTTC unit chief Mohammad
Asaduzzaman said they received the
home ministry's approval to the derad-
icalisation campaign to appoint psy-
chologists, clerics and counterterrorism
experts to counsel the militants who
were in jail or on bail.

Under the project, the CTTC will
rehabilitate 20 militants in next one year,
providing them financial support so
they could earn their living and get
themselves reintegrated into society

after they complete their prison terms,
he said, adding, “We will also monitor
their activities”.

According to home minister
Asaduzzaman Khan, 7,000 suspected
militants were arrested under the anti-
terrorism campaign since 2016.

Five militants, armed with guns and
machetes, stormed the Holey Artisan
cafe on July 1, 2016 evening and took
diners hostage and carried out the mas-
sacre overnight, killing nine Italians,
seven Japanese, an American, an Indian

woman and five Bangladeshis, includ-
ing two police officials.

Army commandos launched a
counter assault, killing all the attackers
on the spot in the early hours of July 2
and rescued the survivors after 12
hours of mayhem during which one
restaurant worker was accidentally
killed. 

An Islamic State or IS-inclined
outfit called Neo Jamaat-ul-Mujahideen
Bangladesh (Neo JMB) had carried out
the massacre. While the IS immediate-

ly claimed responsibility for the attack,
Bangladesh repeatedly declined the
presence of any foreign terrorist group
in the country, attributing the incident
to homegrown terrorists.

Three years later, a Bangladesh
court in 2019 handed death sentences
to seven Neo-JMB operatives who
were found to have financed the attack,
supplied weapons, or assisted in other
forms those who directly carried out the
massacre.

Their case, however, is pending at
the high court for a mandatory death
reference hearing. Bangladesh's attor-
ney general's office has said efforts were
underway to quicken the process.

The attack forced Bangladesh to
launch immediately a massive and
protracted nationwide anti-militancy
crackdown engaging its military, spe-
cialised police units including elite
anti-crime Rapid Action Battalion
(RAB), which also draws personnel
from army, navy and air force.

A series of crackdowns killed
dozens of militants including women,
some with their minor children who
could not be saved during the armed
encounters at the Islamists hideouts.
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British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson, still under the

shadow of the partygate scan-
dal of COVID law-breaching
parties in Downing Street, has
been hit with yet another
drunken scandal as an ally in
charge of discipline within the
governing party resigned.

Chris Pincher, 52, stepped
down as the Deputy Chief
Whip of the Conservative Party
on Thursday night after admit-
ting in his resignation letter
that he "drank far too much"
and "embarrassed myself and
other people". There have been
growing calls for Johnson to
suspend him from the party
after allegations emerged of
him groping two men at a pri-
vate members' club in London.

"Last night I drank far too
much," reads Pincher's resig-
nation letter.

"I think the right thing to
do in the circumstances is for
me to resign as deputy chief
whip. I owe it to you and the
people I've caused upset to, to
do this," he said.

‘The Sun' newspaper first
reported the resignation, say-
ing the senior Conservative
MP was drinking at the Carlton
Club in central London when
he is said to have assaulted two
other male guests. 
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AEuropean military task
force that helped Mali's

government fight Islamic
extremists has formally with-
drawn from the West African
country amid tensions with its
ruling military junta.

The French military, which
spearheaded the Takuba task
force, announced on Friday
that it officially ended its work
on Thursday. The move was
tied to France's decision earli-
er this year to withdraw troops
from Mali after nine years
helping Malian forces fight
violent extremists who had
threatened to seize power.

The Takuba force was com-
posed of several hundred spe-
cial forces troops from 10
countries: Belgium, Czech
Republic, Denmark, Estonia,
France, Hungary, Italy,

Netherlands, Portugal, and
Sweden. It aimed at training
and protecting Malian combat
forces. Despite the withdrawal,
the French military called the
force a “strategic and tactical
success” and an example of
“what Europeans are able to
achieve together in complex
security environments", saying
that lessons learned from
Takuba could be used in future
joint operations.

In announcing its pullout,
France accused Mali's author-
ities of neglecting the fight
against Islamic extremists.
France is maintaining a mili-
tary presence in neighbouring
West African nations facing
threats from extremist vio-
lence.
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Stunning new revelations about former
President Donald Trump's fight to
overturn the 2020 election have

exposed growing political vulnerabilities
just as he eyes another presidential bid. 

A former White House aide this week
described Trump as an unhinged leader
with no regard for the safety of elected offi-
cials in either party as he clung to power
on Jan. 6, 2021. The testimony from the
congressional panel investigating the
Capitol attack provided a roadmap for
prosecutors to potentially charge Trump
with a crime, some legal experts say.

Republican voters — and Trump's
would-be rivals in the 2024 presidential
race — took notice.

Here in Iowa, the state expected to host
the first presidential nominating contest
in roughly 18 months, several voters sig-
nalled Thursday that they were open to
another presidential candidate even if
Trump were to run again. At the same
time, some conservative media outlets
issued scathing rebukes of the former pres-

ident. Aides for multiple GOP presiden-
tial prospects also indicated, publicly and
privately, that they felt increasingly
emboldened to challenge Trump in 2024
following the explosive new testimony.

Nikki Haley, Trump's ambassador to
the United Nations, drew roughly 350 con-
servative activists to a congressional
fundraising barbecue on Thursday in
Sioux County, where Trump won 82% of
the vote in 2020. There was ample evidence
of Trump fatigue. Interviews with a dozen
attendees revealed strong interest in a 2024
alternative, even if Trump is on the ballot. 

“You'd be hard-pressed to find people
in this area who support the idea that peo-
ple aren't looking for someone else,” said
Dave Van Wyk, a transportation compa-
ny owner. “To presume that conservative
America is 100% behind Donald Trump
is simply not the case.” For some
Republican voters, that was the feeling even
before this week's stunning new testimo-
ny. Former White House staffer Cassidy
Hutchinson on Tuesday offered previous-
ly unknown details about the extent of
Trump's rage in his final weeks of office,

his awareness that some supporters had
brought weapons to the city on Jan. 6 and
his ambivalence as rioters later laid siege
to the Capitol. Upset at the size of the
crowd at his “Stop the Steal” rally — many
supporters avoided entering because they
were armed and didn't want to go through
metal detectors — Trump said words to the
effect of, "I don't care that they have
weapons. They're not here to hurt me,"
according to Hutchinson. She recalled
hearing about a separate incident after the
rally in which Trump tried to grab at the
steering wheel of the presidential vehicle
to go to the Capitol to join his supporters. 

That detail has caused some pushback.
The agent who was driving the vehicle and
another official were reportedly prepared
to testify under oath that Trump never
lunged for the wheel.

But the renewed concern was evident,
The conservative Washington

Examiner's editorial board said
Hutchinson's testimony “ought to ring the
death knell” for Trump's political career.
“Trump is unfit to be anywhere near power
ever again.” The often Trump-friendly New
York Post blasted the headline: “Tyrant
Trump." And the conservative editorial
page of the Wall Street Journal wrote, “Just
when it seems as if Donald Trump's
behaviour after his 2020 loss couldn't pos-
sibly look worse, a new piece of wild tes-
timony arrives.”

To be sure, conservatives have shared
serious concerns about Trump repeated-
ly in recent years. And in every case, the
former president has emerged largely
unscathed, sometimes stronger. He has
been caught on video bragging about sex-
ual assault; he instigated a violent attack
on the Capitol; and he has been twice
impeached. Yet Trump is sitting on cam-
paign funds that exceed $101 million and
remains deeply popular with many
Republican voters. Lest there be any
question, Republican candidates from
Arizona to Pennsylvania to Georgia have
been battling one another this midterm
season for his support. 
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New York lawmakers plan to
vote on legislation seeking

to limit the proliferation of
firearms in public after the
Supreme Court gutted the
state's century-old handgun
licensing law.

The state is overhauling its
rules for carrying guns after the
court decided that ordinary cit-
izens had a right to arm them-
selves in public for self-defense,
something the state limited in
the past mostly to people work-
ing in law enforcement or
security.

New rules being rushed
through an emergency session

of the Legislature would allow
many more gun owners to
apply for a license to carry a
concealed weapon, but would

seek to set new restrictions on
where firearms can be carried.

One provision, proposed
by Gov. Kathy Hochul on

Wednesday, would ban people
from carrying firearms into
places of business unless own-
ers put up signage saying guns
are welcome. 

New York would be the
first state to pass such a rule,
according to David Pucino,
deputy chief counsel at Giffords
Law Center. In states where
carrying guns is more com-
mon, businesses that want to
keep guns out are usually
required to post signs indicat-
ing weapons aren't allowed.

New York would also set
new requirements for obtain-
ing a handgun permit, includ-
ing mandating 15 hours of in-
person fire range training.
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Ketanji Brown Jackson was
sworn in to the Supreme

Court, shattering a glass ceiling
as the first Black woman on the
nation's highest court.

The 51-year-old Jackson is
the court's 116th justice, and
she took the place of the justice
she once worked for. Justice
Stephen Breyer's retirement
was effective at noon.

Moments later, joined by
her family, Jackson recited the
two oaths required of Supreme
Court justices, one adminis-
tered by Breyer and the other
by Chief Justice John Roberts. 

“With a full heart, I accept
the solemn responsibility of
supporting and defending the
Constitution of the United

States and administering justice
without fear or favor, so help
me God,” Jackson said in a
statement issued by the court. 

“I am truly grateful to be
part of the promise of our great
Nation. I extend my sincerest

thanks to all of my new col-
leagues for their warm and gra-
cious welcome.”

Roberts welcomed Jackson
“to the court and our common
calling.” 

The ceremony was
streamed live on the court's
website.

Jackson, a federal judge
since 2013, is joining three
other women — Justices Sonia
Sotomayor, Elena Kagan and
Amy Coney Barrett. 

It's the first time four
women will serve together on
the nine-member court.

Biden nominated Jackson
in February, a month after
Breyer, 83, announced he
would retire at the end of the
court's term, assuming his suc-
cessor had been confirmed. 
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New Delhi: Honda Cars India
Ltd (HCIL) on Friday report-
ed a 64 per cent increase in
domestic sales at 7,834 units in
June 2022.

The company had regis-
tered 4,767 units in domestic
sales in the same month last
year, HCIL said in a statement.

Exports were at 2,502
units last month as against
1,241 units in June 2021, it
added. HCIL Director,
Marketing and Sales, Yuichi

Murata said, “The demand
trend for Honda Cars remains
robust as the industry notices
a good month in terms of
automotive sales consump-
tion.” However, he said, “The
supply side challenges includ-
ing chip shortage continued to
affect our production and
despatches in June. 

Unfortunately, this situa-
tion still persists and clear
signs of recovery are not visi-
ble yet.” PTI
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New Delhi: Shares of Reliance
Industries tumbled over 7 per
cent on Friday, with its market
valuation falling by �1.25 lakh
crore, after the government
imposed an export tax on
petrol, diesel, and jet fuel
(ATF). The Government on
Friday slapped an export tax on
petrol, diesel and jet fuel while
also joining nations like the UK
in imposing a windfall tax on
crude oil produced locally.

Shares of Reliance
Industries fell 7.14 per cent to
settle at �2,408.95 apiece on the
BSE. During the day, it tumbled
8.82 per cent to �2,365.

The market valuation of
Reliance Industries eroded by
�1,25,447.5 crore to
�16,29,684.50 crore.

It was the biggest drag
among the Sensex firms.

Shares of ONGC tanked
13.40 per cent to �131.15 apiece
and Vedanta declined 4.04 per
cent to �213.95 on the 
BSE.

Among others, Oil India
tanked 15.07 per cent,
Mangalore Refinery and
Petrochemicals dived 9.99 per
cent, Chennai Petroleum
Corporation cracked 5.23 per
cent and Hindustan Oil
Exploration Company declined
3.18 per cent.

The BSE energy index fell
by 3.99 per cent to 7,635.10.

A �6 per litre tax on export
of petrol and ATF, and �13 per
litre tax on export of diesel is
effective from July 1, finance
ministry notifications showed.
Additionally, a �23,250 per
tonne tax was levied on crude oil
produced domestically. PTI
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Mumbai: The BSE Sensex
pared most of its losses to end
modestly lower on Friday, pres-
sured by a sharp decline in
index heavyweight Reliance
Industries after the govern-
ment imposed an export tax on
petroleum products.

The 30-share benchmark
dived over 900 points in early
trade, but clawed back lost
ground on fag-end buying. It
finally ended 111.01 points or
0.21 per cent lower at
52,907.93, marking its third
straight day of loss.

On similar lines, the
broader NSE Nifty dipped
28.20 points or 0.18 per cent to
15,752.05.

The Government on
Friday slapped an export tax on
petrol, diesel and jet fuel (ATF)
while also joining nations like
the UK in imposing a windfall
tax on crude oil produced
locally.

The export tax is to deter
companies such as Reliance

Industries and Rosneft-based
Nayara Energy from preferring
overseas markets over domes-
tic supplies.

The levy on crude, which
follows record earnings by
state-owned Oil and Natural
Gas Corporation (ONGC) and
Oil India Ltd (OIL) and private
sector Cairn Oil & Gas of
Vedanta Ltd, alone will fetch
the government over �7,000
crore annually on about 30 mil-
lion tonnes of crude oil pro-
duced domestically.

Reliance Industries was
the top laggard in the Sensex
pack, dropping 7.14 per cent,
followed by PowerGrid, NTPC,
Bharti Airtel, Maruti, Sun
Pharma, ICICI Bank and Dr
Reddy’s.

ITC topped the gainers’
chart with a jump of 3.99 per
cent. Bajaj Finance, Bajaj
Finserv, Asian Paints, HUL,
HDFC and Nestle India were
among the other major win-
ners. PTI
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has imposed export restrictions
on petrol and diesel by direct-
ing exporters to supply a spec-
ified quantity in the domestic
market, a move aimed at ensur-
ing adequate availability with-
in the country.

According to a notification
of the Directorate General of
Foreign Trade (DGFT), motor
gasoline (petrol) exporter is
“required to submit a self-dec-
laration to the concerned cus-
toms authority at the time of
export confirming that 50 per
cent of quantity mentioned in
the shipping bill has been/will
be supplied in the domestic
market during the current
financial year”.

For gas oil or automotive
diesel exporters, the quantity
has been fixed at 30 per cent.

However, exports to
Bhutan and Nepal are exempt-
ed from this condition.

The limit is also not
applicable to 100 per cent
Export Oriented Units (EoUs)
and units in SEZs (Special
Economic Zones). EoUs and
SEZs are developed primarily
for exports.

The notification said that
the exporters will have to file a
quarterly return to the ministry
of petroleum and natural gas
regarding the same.

The decision assumes sig-
nificance as the government on
Friday slapped an export tax on
petrol, diesel and jet fuel (ATF)
while also joining nations like
the UK in imposing a windfall
tax on crude oil produced
locally. A �6 per litre tax on

export of petrol and ATF and
Rs 13 per litre tax on export of
diesel is effective from July 1,
finance ministry notifications
showed.

The export tax has been
imposed to deter companies
from preferring overseas mar-
kets over domestic 
supplies. PTI
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New Delhi: The Government
is watchful and mindful of the
impact of falling rupee on the
country’s imports, finance min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman said,
while asserting that Indian
currency has performed rela-
tively better than others against
dollar.

Depreciation of rupee
makes India’s imports costlier,
while on the other hand
exports become attractive.

“The Reserve Bank of
India is very keenly watching
the exchange rate. We are not
alone in this world. We are also
open as an economy... The
rupee against the dollar and
other currencies versus the
dollar, the rupee has performed
relatively better,” she said.

Acknowledging that
falling rupee would impact
immediately on imports, which
will become expensive, she
said, “That is one thing I am
very watchful and mindful of
because a lot of our industries
do depend on some essential
goods to be imported upon for
their production.”

Emerging market curren-

cies have been falling against
the dollar amid geopolitical
tensions in the wake of the
Russia-Ukraine war, concerns
over growth, high global crude
prices, sustained inflation and
central banks worldwide adopt-
ing hawkish monetary policy
approach.

The rupee breached the
psychologically significant level
of 79 per dollar level for the first
time ever on Wednesday and
has also hit a series of lifetime
lows this month.

In its Financial Stability
Report (FSR) released on
Thursday, the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) said the rupee has
performed relatively better than
its peers.

“While the Indian Rupee
(INR) has been subjected to
bouts of downward pressure, it
has emerged among the better
performing currencies relative
to peers,” the 25th FSR report
said.The rupee hit its all-time
low of 79.12 against dollar
during the intra-day trade but
recovered to close at 78.94
(provisional) against the green-
back on Friday. PTI
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Mumbai: The RBI on Friday
asked banks to test their note
sorting machines for accuracy
and consistency every quarter
to ensure currency notes con-
form to the prescribed para-
meters. 

Following demonetisation
in November 2016, the Reserve
Bank issued new notes of � 200,
�500, and �2000, besides
releasing new series for other
denominations.

In the backdrop of the
introduction of the new series
of banknotes, the Reserve Bank
said note authentication and
fitness sorting parameters have
been reviewed and a revised set
of guidelines have been issued
for implementation.

In the circular on ‘Note
Sorting Machines -
Authentication and Fitness
Sorting Parameters’, the RBI
said a fit note is “a note that is
genuine, sufficiently clean to
allow its denomination to be
readily ascertained and thus
suitable for recycling”. 

An unfit note is the one
that is not suitable for recycling
because of its physical condi-
tion or belongs to a series that
has been phased out by the
Reserve Bank of India. 

“A note must pass all the
fitness parameters to be con-
sidered fit for recycling,” the
central bank said while pre-
scribing the parameters.

The parameters, it said,
provide the minimum stan-
dards for cash handling
machines used by banks. 

“Notes can only be recy-
cled/reissued if they are evalu-
ated as genuine and fit accord-
ing to these parameters. An
authenticity check is a prereq-
uisite for fitness sorting,” the
RBI said.

The machines should be
able to identify and segregate
suspected counterfeits and
notes which are unfit for cir-
culation.

“Banks shall ensure that the
Note Sorting machines are
tested for accuracy and con-
sistency on a quarterly basis

and recalibrated, if required. A
certificate (signed by Bank
Officials) to this effect shall be
maintained for records,” the
RBI said.

As a part of fitness sorting,
notes with any visual or phys-

ical defects are to be sorted as
unfit as per the criteria pre-
scribed in the circular. 

It also said ‘suspect/reject
notes’ should be subjected to
manual inspection for any
wrongdoings. 
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Mumbai: The rupee rebound-
ed from its all-time low to close
12 paise higher at 78.94 (pro-
visional) against the US dollar
on Friday.

At the interbank forex
market, the local unit opened
at 78.99 against the greenback
and fell to an intra-day low of
79.12. 

It finally settled at 78.94,
a rise of 12 paise over its pre-
vious close.

On Thursday, the rupee
had slipped 3 paise to close at
a fresh lifetime low of 79.06
against the US dollar.

“The Indian government’s
effort of tightening exports of
oil and imports of gold fell
short to change the market
mood as the participants
remained worried about capi-
tal outflows, risk-off senti-
ments and widening deficit,”
said Dilip Parmar, Research
Analyst, HDFC 
Securities.

The recent decline in
rupee has been roughly in line
with other regional curren-
cies. It is likely to remain under
pressure in the near future as
long as outflows continue with
tighter dollar liquidity, Parmar
said, adding, “Spot USD-INR is
having resistance at 79.30 and
support at 78.70 with a bullish
bias.”

On the domestic equity
market front, the BSE Sensex
ended 111.01 points or 0.21 per
cent lower at 52,907.93, while
the broader NSE Nifty declined
28.20 points or 0.18 per cent to
15,752.05. PTI
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New Delhi: Gold in the nation-
al capital on Friday rose by
�1,088 to �51,458 per 10 grams,
according to HDFC securi-
ties.

In the previous trade, the
precious metal finished at
�50,370 per 10 grams.

Silver, however, fell by
�411 to �58,159 per kg from
�58,570 per kg in the previous
trade.

“Spot gold prices for 24-
carat gold in Delhi surged by
�1,088 after India raised import
duty on gold by 5 per cent,” said
Tapan Patel, Senior Analyst
(Commodities) at HDFC
Securities.

In the international mar-
ket, gold was quoting lower at
USD 1,794 per ounce and sil-
ver was flat at USD 19.76 per
ounce. PTI
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lender State Bank of India
(SBI) on Friday said its gold
loan portfolio has crossed 1
lakh crore-mark for the first
time, chairman Dinesh Khara
said on Friday.

The lender, which has a 24
per cent market share in gold
loans, is bullish on growth in
the segment as the asset class
provides investors a safe invest-
ment option amid rising infla-
tion.

“Last week, we crossed Rs
1 lakh crore portfolio in gold
loans for the first time. In the
first quarter of the current
year, we have seen much bet-
ter growth as compared to
what we have achieved in the
past. I expect that in the cur-
rent year we should be in a
position to grow well in this
particular segment,” Khara told
reporters on Friday.

He said in case of infla-
tionary conditions, gold, as an
asset class, becomes more
favourite.

“Normally, during such a
period when gold is a preferred
asset class, there is also a felt
need for monetising this asset

class. 
That’s why we feel there is

much opportunity for this asset
class,” he said.

On wealth management,
Khara said the lender’s Asset
Under Management (AUM)
in the segment is currently at
Rs 1 lakh crore.

Talking about the bank’s
retail loan portfolio, which
witnessed a growth of 15 per
cent in fiscal 2022, Khara said
retail continues to be an impor-
tant engine.

“The way it (retail loans)
has grown in the past, we
expect that we should be in a
position to ride on the growth
potential which is available in
the retail segment,” he 
said. PTI

New Delhi: State-owned Coal
India on Friday said its coal
production increased 29 per
cent year-on-year to a record
159.8 million tonne (MT) in
April-June this fiscal. 

It had produced 124 MT
coal in the year-ago period,
Coal India Limited (CIL) said
in a statement. 

“CIL ended April-June
FY23 capping a historic high of
29 per cent. CIL produced 159.8
MT of coal, which is 35.8 MT
more than the 124 MT in April-
June FY22. All the coal compa-
nies of CIL have registered
growth,” the company said.

Such growth was never
witnessed in any Q1 since CIL’s
inception. The company’s first-
quarter production surge of
nearly 36 MTs surpassed the
entire annual increase of 26.4
MT of FY22, a senior compa-
ny official said in the 

statement. Increased produc-
tion enables better stock build-
up, it added.

With the coal demand
from power plants reaching a
higher pitch, CIL’s supplies to
the power sector reached a new
high of 153.2 MT during the
quarter, registering a strong
growth of 19.8 per cent. The
expansion in absolute terms
was 25.3 MT over 127.9 MT of
last fiscal’s Q1. CIL on an aver-
age supplied 1.684 MT of coal
per day to the power sector in
June 2022 quarter compared to
a daily requirement of 1.650
MT. PTI

Mumbai: Big tech companies
offering financial services pose
risk to financial stability as their
complex intertwined opera-
tional linkages with financial
institutions could lead to con-
tagion effect and potential anti-
competitive behaviour, the RBI
has said.

The central bank, in its
25th Financial Stability Report
(FSR), said the advent of
FinTech has exposed the bank-
ing system to new risks which
extend beyond prudential
issues and often intersect with
other public policy objectives
relating to safeguarding of data
privacy, cyber security, con-
sumer protection, competition
and compliance with anti-
money laundering policies.

Big techs can scale up
rapidly and pose risk to finan-
cial stability, which can arise
from increased disintermedia-
tion of incumbent institutions,
it noted.

“Moreover, complex inter-
twined operational linkages
between BigTech firms and
financial institutions could lead

to concentration and contagion
risks and issues relating to
potential anti-competitive
behaviour,” as per the report
released on Thursday.

Regulators and supervisors
face a challenging balancing act
between innovation-friendli-
ness and managing risks to
financial stability.

This requires more
engagement of stakeholders
such as regulators, FinTech
industry and academia to work
towards common principles
for management of FinTech
activities, including business
and revenue models, gover-
nance, conduct and risk man-
agement, it said.

Citing a survey, the report
said regulators/supervisors
globally are aiming to strike a
balance between risks and ben-
efits from the entry of Big techs
in the financial domain.

Going forward, regulators
need to be mindful of the new
interlinkages that big techs
might create with the existing
financial institutions, it 
added. PTI
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New Delhi: Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on Friday
said the Government will
review every fortnight the new
taxes levied on crude, diesel
and ATF based on international
prices. 

She said these are “extra-
ordinary times” and oil prices
are internationally unbridled. 

“We do not want to dis-
courage export, but want
domestic availability to
increase,” Sitharaman told
reporters here.

She said that if oil is not

being available and exports
are happening at such phe-
nomenal profit, we need at least
some of it for our own 
citizens. “We need to take this
twin-pronged approach,” the
minister added. 

A �23,250 per tonne tax
was levied on crude oil pro-
duced domestically.

Revenue Secretary Tarun
Bajaj said the new taxes would
be applicable on SEZ units.
“But, the export restriction
will not be applicable,” he 
said. PTI
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New Delhi: Power consump-
tion in the country grew by
17.2 per cent year-on-year to
134.13 billion units (BU) in
June, amid severe heat and
spurt in economic activities.

Power consumption in
June last year was recorded at
114.48 BU, which was higher
than 105.08 BU in the same
month of 2020, according to
power ministry data.

Moreover, peak power
demand met, which is the
highest supply in a day, during

June this year remained at an
all-time high of 209.80 GW (on
June 8).

The peak power supply
stood at 191.24 GW in June
2021, and 164.98 GW in June
2020.

The power consumption
and demand were affected in

June 2020, due to the imposi-
tion of lockdown restrictions
for curbing the spread of the
coronavirus.

The power consumption
in June 2019 (pre-pandemic
period) was at 117.98 billion
units. According to experts,
power consumption and
demand rose mainly because of
severe heat and spurt in eco-
nomic activities, pushing com-
mercial and industrial require-
ments of electricity in the
country. PTI
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New Delhi: The Government
will fund a pilot project of
state-owned firms BSNL and
ITI along with startups for
developing indigenous tech-
nology for 4G, 5G and E- band
spectrum services, an official
statement said on Friday.

Government’s telecom
research organisation C-DoT
will also be involved in the pro-
ject which has played a key role
in developing first made-in-
India 4G and 5G telecom net-
work technology in collabora-

tion with TCS-Tejas Networks.
“Department of

Telecommunications (USOF),
ministry of communications,
has signed an agreement with
Indian Telephone Industries
(ITI) Limited and Bharat
Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL)
to fund the pilot projects of E-
band, LTE indigenous tech-
nologies including integration
of 4G/5G prototypes with C-
DoT core,” an official statement
said.

The Universal Service

Obligation Fund (USOF), under
its programme for induction of
new technological develop-
ments in the telecom sector in
rural and remote areas, is fund-
ing four pilot projects each of
around Rs 10 crore enabling the
development and hardening of
these technologies.

The indigenous companies
Astrome Technologies, Lekha
Wireless Solutions, Resonous
Technologies and Signaltron
would be executing these pro-
jects. PTI
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Tottenham completed the signing of
Richarlison from Everton on a five-year

deal for a fee that could reportedly rise to £60
million ($73 million) on Friday.

The Brazilian international will add
greater depth to the Spurs forward line,
although he has a tough task ahead to dis-
lodge either Harry Kane or Son Heung-min
from his two favoured positions up front and
on the left of the attack.

Tottenham will pay an initial £50 mil-
lion fee with a further £10 million in perfor-
mance-related bonuses.

Richarlison becomes Spurs' fourth sign-
ing of the transfer window after Croatian
winger Ivan Perisic, midfielder Yves
Bissouma and goalkeeper Fraser Forster.

The London club have heavily backed
manager Antonio Conte after the Italian
secured Champions League football next sea-
son.

"We are delighted to announce the
signing of Richarlison from Everton, subject
to a work permit," Tottenham confirmed in
a statement.

"The Brazil international has signed a
contract with us until 2027."

Richarlison scored 53 goals in 152
appearances for the Toffees, since joining
from Watford for £50 million in 2018.

Six of those goals crucially came in his
final nine appearances for the Toffees to keep

them in the Premier League.
Despite staying up, Everton were still

under pressure to sell due to financial fair
play requirements.
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Manchester: Stefan Ortega said he is living
the dream after the German goalkeeper
secured a move to Manchester City on

Friday.
The 29-year-old was a free agent after his

contract at Arminia Bielefeld expired and is
expected to provide back-up to first-choice
stopper Ederson.

"This is a fantastic move for me," said
Ortega.

"Manchester City are an amazing team
- a squad with world-class quality in every
area.

"To be given the chance to join this group
of players and help continue the club's suc-
cess is a dream for me."

Ortega is likely to take the place of
American goalkeeper Zack Steffen, who is
reportedly set to join Middlesbrough on loan
in a bid to get more first team football ahead
of the World Cup.
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Paris: Portugal midfielder Vitinha joined
Paris Saint-Germain from Porto on Thursday
in what is the French champions' first foray
into the transfer market.

With PSG still negotiating the exit of
coach Mauricio Pochettino and the naming
of Christophe Galtier as his likely replace-
ment, Vitinha signed a five-year contract
with the French capital club.

Vitinha made his first-team debut for
Porto in 2020 before joining English Premier
League club Wolverhampton Wanderers on
loan for the 2020/21 season and playing 22
games in his first experience abroad.

��� ��!�

France international midfielder Corentin Tolisso has
completed his return to Lyon from Bayern Munich,

the French Ligue 1 side announced on Friday.
The 27-year-old, who left Lyon to join Bayern in

2017 for 41.5 million euros, was out of contract with
the Bundesliga champions and has signed a five-year
deal with the French side.

In a statement the club said that the return of Tolisso
was testament to "the great ambitions of Lyon and the
desire for the club to win titles again".

Tolisso, a member of the France team that won the
2018 World Cup, won five German Bundesliga titles with
Bayern and the Champions League in 2020 but also suf-
fered numerous injuries.

Over the past season, he played just 15 matches, with
two goals and an assist.
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Amazon has secured live rights
to the Champions League in the
UK for the first time from 2024.

The technology giant will
have the first pick of matches on
a Tuesday, with BT Sport retain-
ing the rest of the rights to the
Champions League, Europa
League and Europa Conference
League.

The UK deal is understood
to be worth around £500 million
($607 million) a year to UEFA
for the three seasons between
2024 and 2027 -- an increase of

20 percent on the current cycle.
Amazon already holds the

UK rights to 20 Premier League
matches per season.

"The addition of UEFA
Champions League football is a
truly momentous moment for
Prime Video in the UK," said
Alex Green, the managing direc-
tor of Amazon Prime Video
Sport Europe.

A new format to the
Champions League will begin in
the 2024/25 season with the
competition expanded to 36
teams and all clubs playing eight
group games.

The "Swiss Model" revamp
will see the number of games in
the competition overall increase
from 125 to 189.

UEFA is aiming for total
broadcast revenue from this
cycle to reach $5 billion per sea-
son, up from the current $3.6
billion a year.

Discussions are ongoing
between UEFA, the European
Clubs Association and the
European Leagues group over
how that revenue will be divid-
ed up.

Jacco Swart, managing
director of the European
Leagues, has called for a fairer
distribution among all European
clubs to protect the competitive
balance of competition.
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Two-time Olympic medallist
PV Sindhu crashed out in

the women's singles quarterfi-
nals of the Malaysia Open
badminton tournament after
losing to her nemesis Tai Tzu
Ying of Chinese Taipei in a
hard-fought three-game con-
test here on Friday.

Sindhu, seeded seventh,
squandered a game lead to lose
13-21, 21-15, 21-13 to the sec-
ond seed Tai Tzu, a silver
medallist at the Tokyo
Olympics.

By virtue of the win, the
Chinese Taipei shuttler extend-
ed her domination over the
Indian ace, leading 16-5 on
head-to-head record. Sindhu
has now lost six matches on the
trot against Tai Tzu.

Indian challenge ended in
the Super 750 event as HS
Prannoy also made a quarter-
final exit, losing to seventh

seeded Jonatan Christie of
Indonesia 18-21, 16-21 in 44-
minute men's singles match.

Sindhu, playing against
drift, made a slow start and
trailed 2-5 in the opening

game. But she soon got her act
together and pocketed 11
points on the trot to go into the
break leading 11-7.

The Chinese Taipei shuttler
tried to make comeback into

the contest by playing long ral-
lies but Sindhu was upto the
task to pocket the opening
game.

Sindhu started the second
game brightly but her fancied
rival dominated the proceed-
ings after the early exchanges
to lead 11-3 at the break.

Tai Tzu continued in the
same vein after the change of
ends and extended her lead to
14-3 before Sindhu relied on
her powerful smashes to reduce
the deficit to 17-15.

Tai Tzu, however,
regrouped quickly and pocket-
ed the next four points to
draw level in the contest.

It was a close contest in the
decider as both the shuttlers
fought tooth and nail till 12
points before Tai Tzu put
Sindhu under pressure with a
mix of drop shots and smash-
es to clinch the third game and
keep her title defence hopes
alive.

��� /
�	4

Argentinian Jorge Sampaoli has
left his position as Marseille

coach after guiding them back to the
Champions League, the French club
announced on Friday.

Sampaoli, 62, arrived at
the Stade Velodrome in
March 2021 and took
Marseille to a second-
placed finish in Ligue 1 last
season.

"After 16 months of
collaboration, this work has
allowed the club to take the
next step in their new sport-
ing project and qualify direct-
ly for the Champions League,"
the club said in a statement.

"We are happy with the
path taken and emotions
shared but after a lot of con-
sideration, the two parties,
who are reacting in the
interest of Marseille, agreed
to bring this relationship to
an end."

In May, colourful for-
mer Argentina and Sevilla
boss Sampaoli, who also
led Chile to the 2015 Copa

America title, said he needed further
funds to make the most of featuring in
Europe's top tournament.

"Do we want the Champions
League for the money or to be com-
petitive?," he told reporters earlier this

year.
"Playing the Champions

League is about playing great
teams.

"Playing a few matches
and not really being a part
of the competition seems
illogical for me."

The 1993 Champions
League winners have
signed Spartak Moscow
centre-back Samuel Gigot

and teenager Isaak Toure before
returning to the competition
for the first time since 2020,
when they won just one group
game.

But France defensive mid-
fielder Boubacar Kamara has
left for Aston Villa on a free

transfer and defender William
Saliba has returned to Arsenal
after his loan spell. Marseille start
their new Ligue 1 season on the
weekend of August 5-7 by host-
ing Reims.

���� ��������	

Veteran Achanta Sharath Kamal will lead a 10-member Indian
table tennis team during a training tour of Portugal from

July 3 to 10 ahead of the upcoming Birmingham Commonwealth
Games.

The team consists of five men and as many women paddlers,
and will be accompanied by two coaches in Raman Subramanian
and Anindita Chakraborty.

Besides Sharath, the other members of the men's team are
Sanil Shetty, Gunnasekaran Sathiyan, Harmeet Desai and
Manush Shah. Sreeja Akula, Reeth Tennison, Manika Batra, Diya
Chitale and Swastika Ghosh form the women's side.

The Sports Ministry has sanctioned the tour at cost to gov-
ernment subject to clearance from the Ministry of External
Affairs.

Sharath Kamal, who will be featuring in his fifth CWG, is
the most experienced of the lot.

"We have come into the final phase of preparation going into
the Commonwealth Games. We will be going for match prac-
tice and a training camp in Portugal. The tour will be followed
by a WTT tournament in Hugary," Sharath said during a virtu-
al press conference organised by the Sports Authority of India.

"We will be playing in a good international tournament. The
training camp will help us revaluate our training session and
preparations ahead of the CWG," the 39-year-old said.

He might be at the fag end of his career, but Sharath is still
India's best bet in the CWG, having constantly working on his
physical fitness and mental health.

"The amount of time I am spending at the gym is much more
compared to my table tennis. I am also working on my mental
fitness. I am having two fitness session and one table tennis ses-
sion. It changes according to necessity, intensity varies," he said.

The four-time CWG gold medallist will be partnering Sreeja
Akula in the mixed doubles. Sharath won a bronze in the last
CWG at Gold Coast along with Mouma Das.

"I have always been a team guy which is a very important
thing while playing doubles. For me the most important factor
is adaptability. I adapt easily which helps me in doubles," he said.
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Olympic champion javelin
thrower Neeraj Chopra is con-
fident of breaching the elusive

90m barrier this year but he is not
thinking about the coveted mark
going into the upcoming World
Championships as he feels that would
lead to extra pressure.

The 24-year-old is within touch-
ing distance of the the coveted 90m
mark, considered the gold standard in
the world of javelin throw.

In his three outings this season,
Chopra has improved his personal

best twice — he recorded a 89.30m
throw last month at the Paavo Nurmi
Games before sending his spear to
89.94m, just 6cm shy of 90m, at the
Diamond League Meet here on
Thursday.

"Today, I feel good and after the
first throw, I thought I could throw
even over 90m today. But it is OK as
I have more competitions coming this
year," Chopra said after his second
place finish.

Chopra's opening throw of
89.94m bagged him his first podium
finish at the Diamond League.

"I am close to 90m now and I can

throw it this year. Despite the fact that
I did not win tonight, I feel very good
because I did my best."

Chopra finished second behind
Grenada's Anderson Peters, who had
a best throw of 90.31m in his third
attempt.

"When Anderson Peters crossed
90 metres, I too felt that I had to do
it. I had that in mind that everything
should be perfect, the javelin should
go in one line and the technique
should be perfect. When everything
is perfect then only you can throw
such long distance," the Indian said.

"There was competition but I am

happy that my all throws were quite
good. I am happy with the perfor-
mance. I am playing after a long time
and will look to give my best in the
next competition."

Chopra will next compete at the
World Championships to be held in
Eugene, USA from July 15 to 24.

"I will come to know about that
(form) in Oregon. Every competition,
every day is different. When I start
playing in Oregon I will get to know
if I am feeling the pressure of being
an Olympic champion.

"I play with a free mind, pressure
is not there in my mind. I train hard

and try to give my 100 per cent in
competition," he said.

The Haryana athlete, who has
made a strong start to the season, said
he will not be changing his training
method for the worlds.

"My next is Oregon -- the World
Championship. It's not far away so we
won't change anything. But will con-
tinue to improve the ongoing train-
ing."

The legendary Anju Bobby
George is the only Indian to have won
a World Championships medal in ath-
letics with a long jump bronze in the
2003 edition.

"There is no pressure that India
has only one medal. Not thinking
much about what to do at the World
Championships. There is not much
pressure now but will see how the
mindset is once I reach there. We will
try our best," Chopra said.

After Chopra's gold at Tokyo,
javelin throw and athletics' popular-
ity has sky-rocketed in India.

"I am happy that everyone is
watching athletics back home online
also. A lot of Indians had come here
and the Indian ambassador had also
come, it felt nice that athletics is grow-
ing in India."
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Reigning world champion Peters,
who won the Diamond League Meet
here, said he was motivated by
Chopra's opening throw where the
Indian smashed his own national
record and improved his personal
best.

"Getting the 90m throw was real-
ly good, I was very much motivated
by Neeraj to get a 90m throw because
he started the competition with a PB
and a NR and that was pretty good for
the start," Peters said.

"The javelin throw community is
really good and I am enjoying every
competition. We always motivate
each other, we want to make sure that
everybody is doing ok. We want
everybody to perform well.

"So doing competitions with those
guys means a lot to me. The more I
compete, the better I become. In
Eugene, it will be anybody's game." 
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FIFA will introduce new technology
to improve offside calls at the

World Cup in Qatar this year, using a
limb-tracking camera system.

FIFA said on Friday it is ready to
launch semi-automated offside tech-
nology (SAOT) that uses multiple
cameras to track player movements
plus a sensor in the ball - and will
quickly show 3D images on stadium
screens at the tournament to help fans
understand the referee's call.

It's the third World Cup in a row
that sees FIFA introduce new technol-
ogy to help referees.

Goal-line technology was ready for
the 2014 tournament in Brazil after a
notorious refereeing error in 2010. In
2018, video review to help referees
judge game-changing incidents was
rolled out in Russia.

The new offside system promises
faster and more accurate decisions than
are currently made with the VAR sys-
tem, even though the 2018 World Cup
avoided major mistakes on offside calls.

Neeraj confident of breaching 90m this yr
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Spinner Nathan Lyon starred
with a match haul of nine

wickets as Australia wrapped up
the opening Test on Friday with
a crushing victory over Sri
Lanka before lunch on the third
day.

The hosts were bundled
out for 113 in their second
innings allowing the Australians
to seal a 10-wicket victory in
their first over back at the crease
in Galle.

Lyon, whose five-for helped
bowl out Sri Lanka for 212 in the
first innings, and fellow spinner
Travis Head took four wickets
each to send the hosts packing
before the morning was over.

It was a huge victory for
Australia, who suffered a 3-0
whitewash in Sri Lanka on their
last tour in 2016.

Sri Lanka suffered a blow
before play began when Angelo
Mathews was ruled out due to
Covid-19, with Oshada
Fernando named his replace-
ment.

Skipper Dimuth
Karunaratne started strong,
smashing four boundaries in the
17-run first over of the innings

off Mitchell Starc.
But the tables soon turned

when Lyon and fellow spinner
Mitchell Swepson took charge.

Lyon got skipper
Karunaratne caught behind for
23 after just 20 balls while
Swepson trapped Pathum
Nissanka lbw for 14.

The leg-spinner then got
Oshada caught out in the 12th
over as Sri Lanka slipped to 63-
4.

Wickets kept tumbling with
Sri Lanka's batsmen desperate-
ly trying to hit their way out of
trouble.

Head, a left-handed bats-

man and an occasional off-
spinner, struck twice in his first
over to claim Dinesh Chandimal
and Dhananjaya de Silva.

Swashbuckling opener
David Warner brought an easy
finish to formalities, hitting a
four and a six off Ramesh
Mendis to bring up the win in
four balls.

Earlier in the day, fast
bowler Asitha Fernando took
Australia's last two first-innings
wickets with the tourists adding
eight to their overnight 313, for
a commanding lead of 109.

The second and final Test
begins July 8 at the same venue.
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The experienced Deepti Sharma
shone with the bat after her

exploits with the ball, coming to the
Indian women's team's rescue in a
tricky chase for a four-wicket win over
Sri Lanka in the first ODI here on
Friday.

In the company of Pooja
Vastrakar (21 not out), Deepti (22 not
out) guided the team home in 38
overs after being set an easy target of
172, in Harmanpreet Kaur's first
match as full-time ODI captain.

Cruising at 123 for three, India
nearly made heavy weather of what
seemed a comfortable run-chase after
Harmanpreet departed for a well-
made 44, slipping to 138 for six.

But Deepti and Vastrakar ensured
India emerged winners.

India bowled out Sri Lanka for
171 in 48.2 overs, and then chased
down the target with 12 overs to
spare.

The three-match series is part of
the ICC ODI Championship.

Harmanpreet took over the reins
in the 50-over format after the recent
retirement of long-time skipper
Mithali Raj.

Thanks to the Indian bowlers'
excellent show in the series opener, Sri

Lanka's decision to bat first on win-
ning the toss did not yield the desired
result.

Seasoned off-spinner Deepti and

medium pacer Renuka Singh (3/29)
were the wreckers-in-chiefs, finishing
with impressive figures of 3/25 and
3/29 respectively.
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Indian women's team off-spinner
Deepti Sharma feels skipper

Harmanpreet Kaur's ability to "stay
calm" at almost all times helps in her
decision-making in the middle.

In Harmanpreet's first match as
full-time ODI captain, the experi-
enced Deepti produced an all-round
show to lift India to a four-wicket
victory, following a tricky run-chase
in the first ODI against Sri Lanka
here on Friday.

Asked about Harmanpreet's cap-
taincy in the 50-over format, Deepti
said, "She always stays cool, whether
it's T20 or one-dayers. She is lead-
ing the team very well. Staying clam
helps in taking better decisions,
and we are enjoying her captaincy as
a team."

Cruising at 123 for three, India
nearly made heavy weather of what
seemed a comfortable run-chase of
172 after Harmanpreet departed for
a well-made 44, slipping to 138 for

six.
But Deepti (22 not out) and

Pooja Vastrakar (21 not out) ensure
India emerged winners with plenty
of overs to spare.

This was after Deepti returned
excellent figures of 3/25.

"We knew how the wicket was
behaving, and we worked hard on
partnerships. Our plan was to take
3-4 runs per over and we knew that
we could build on a partnership that
way and finish the game quickly,"
Deepti said at the post-match press
conference.

Deepti has been pilloried a lot
for her slow batting and the all-
rounder feels that she has developed
new strokes that will help her in the
long run.

"I worked a lot on my batting
and bowling both before the camp,
also developed shots, and you all
must have seen it here. My role
remains the same, to finish games for
the team, and the more I do that, the
better it is for the team.
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India rode on a magnificent century
from Rishabh Pant to end day one
of the rescheduled fifth Test against

England at 338 for 8 here on Friday.
Pant (146 off 111 balls) and

Ravindra Jadeja (83 batting off 163 balls)
added 222 runs for the sixth wicket as
the duo frustrated the England bowlers.

Pant, in his innings, hit 20 fours and
four sixes.

Mohammed Shami (batting 0) was
giving company to Jadeja at stumps.

Earlier, Rishabh Pant and Ravindra
Jadeja's counter-attacking partnership
helped India recover to 174 for five at
tea.

Pant (53 batting off 52) and Jadeja

(32 batting off 65) put an unbeaten 76-
run stand off 101 balls to script India's
fightback.

Rain delayed the start of the second
session by an hour and England were
all over India soon after play resumed,
reducing the visitors to 98 for five.

While James Anderson did the
damaged in the morning, Matthew Potts
got the prized wicket of an out of form
Virat Kohli (11) and a shaky Hanuma
Vihari (20) post lunch to put England
on top.

Vihari was the first to go after Potts
trapped him in front of the stumps with
a full ball that darted back sharply. In
his following over, Potts sent back
Kohli, who dragged one on to his
stumps in his half-hearted attempt to

leave the ball.
The former India skipper had

looked quite assured in the middle until
he was caught in two minds while leav-
ing the ball.

Shreyas Iyer (15 off 11), playing his
first Test outside India, started on an
aggressive note by collecting three
fours off Potts. However, Anderson and
the support staff had done their home-
work on Iyer, who has had issues
against the short ball.

The 39-year-old pacer angled one
around the rib cage area that induced
a faint edge on way to Sam Billings, who
took a brilliant one handed catch div-
ing full-stretched to his left.

India looked down and out at that
stage and fresh lease of life was infused
in the innings by the two southpaws,
Pant and Jadeja.

Pant has made a reputation of tak-
ing the attack to the opposition even
when chips are down and he just did
that in the company of the more expe-
rienced Jadeja.

Pant made his intent loud and clear
by advancing and smashing Anderson
down the ground. Jadeja too played his

strokes with the highlight being the
straight drive and cover drive off Broad.

Put under pressure, Stokes went for
the gamble by giving the ball to left-arm
spinner Jack Leach.

Pant was more than happy to take
the bait and hammered left-arm spin-
ner Jack Leach for two fours and a
straight six to push India towards 150.

He got to his 10th half-century with
a four off Leach towards deep square leg.

Earlier, England's most decorated
pacer  Anderson produced probing
spells in the rain-hit morning session to
reduce India to 53 for two.

Rain forced the lunch break 20 min-
utes before time.

Anderson had openers Shubman
Gill (17 off 24) and Cheteshwar Pujara
(13 off 46) caught by Zak Crawley at sec-
ond slip to give England the advantage
after Stokes opted to 'chase' at
Edgbaston.

India could have been three down
had Crawley held on to a tough chance
presented by Vihari off Matthew Potts.

In overcast conditions, it was
expected to be a tough session for India,
who came into the final match of the

series after playing a four-day warm-up
game. England, on the other hard,
came battle hardened following a
morale boosting whitewash of reigning
world Test champions New Zealand.

Gill promised a lot during his stay
in the middle. He began with a bound-
ary with a flick through mid-wicket off
Anderson before producing a glorious
straight drive. Then came the pull shot
off Broad and it seemed Gill was ready
for the challenge.

However, one is never set while
playing in England and a poor shot led
to Gill's downfall. Anderson is relent-
less around the off-stump but this par-
ticular ball was on the wider side and
Gill could have left it alone but he poked
at it to be caught at second slip.

After a five-over burst, Anderson
returned to dismiss Pujara for the 12th
time in his career. Pujara, who got back
into the Indian team after a prolific run
in county cricket, got a beauty on the
off-stump that straightened and
bounced off good length to take the out-
side edge.

Pujara had looked solid until he was
undone by Anderson's brilliance.
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"Jasprit Bumrah, the match-win-
ning pace bowler" will be required
way more than "Jasprit Bumrah, the
captain" during the ongoing one-off
Test match against England, feels
India's head coach Rahul Dravid.

Bumrah on Friday, became the
36th player to lead India in Test
cricket and only the second pacer-
captain after legendary Kapil Dev.

"Just relax, we need you more as
a bowler than as captain," that's
exactly what Dravid told the young
skipper, after it became clear that
Rohit Sharma won't be available for
this game.

"I've had a couple of conversa-
tions with him in the last few days
to tell him to just relax. We need you
more as bowler rather than as a cap-

tain," Dravid told the official broad-
casters Sony.

"I think he is a very thoughtful
individual, understands the game
very well. Also, he commands the
respect of the team, which is very
important as a leader," he added.

The last pacer-captain that India
had was Kapil Dev, who was
removed from captaincy in 1987.
Since then, India has never had a
speed merchant leading the team in
traditional cricket.

"Bowling changes, field changes
obviously will only get better with
time. It's a new challenge. It's not easy
for a fast bowler to captain, he's got
to think about his own bowling too.

"Captaincy is something that
you'll get better at as you do it more,"
Dravid added.

England have been in sensation-

al form under new red-ball coach
Brendon McCullum. The Ben
Stokes-led side  are coming off a  3-
0 Test series win over New Zealand.

"Lot of talks about England and
their style of batting. I'm looking for-
ward to it. The quality we have in our
fast bowling is something that we
take pride in. They have performed
all over the world and I think it's
going to be an interesting contest. It's
about focusing on ourselves, than on
the opposition."

Bowling on off-stump channel
consistently will be important, said
Dravid.

"Hitting the top of off stump is
still a very good ball and it's about
hitting that spot consistently. If they
(England) have the skill to attack our
best deliveries, then good luck to
them," Dravid said. 
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Out-of-favour India all-
rounder Krunal Pandya

will play for leading English
county Warwickshire in the
Royal London Cup One Day
championship from August 2-
23, the county club confirmed.

Krunal, elder brother of
star all-rounder Hardik Pandya,
has played in 19 T20Is and five

ODIs and in total has featured
in 76 List A matches scoring
2,231 runs and taken 89 wick-
ets.

"Krunal is an incredible
signing for the club, and I'm
delighted to welcome him to
Edgbaston. Krunal will bring a
wealth of international experi-
ence to a team that will be des-
perate to do well," Director of
Cricket, Paul Farbrace was quot-
ed as saying in a media state-
ment.

The 31-year-old Krunal, a
left-arm spinner and left -hand-
ed batter made his ODI debut in
2021 against England, where he
struck the fastest half-century in
26 balls in history by a debutant
in ODI cricket.

Farbrace termed Krunal as
a "world renowned all-rounder".

Krunal, who has won mul-
tiple IPL trophies with Mumbai
Indians, played for Lucknow
Super Giants, during last edition.

On his part, Krunal said,
"I'm extremely excited to get the
opportunity to play county
cricket and to join such a histo-
ry Club as Warwickshire."
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John Isner found his serving groove
early in his Wimbledon match

against Italy's Jannik Sinner on Friday
to set a new record for the number of
aces on the ATP Tour.

The giant American, 37, started
his match against the 10th seed four
aces behind Croatia's Ivo Karlovic,
who has served 13,728.

Isner, who dumped Andy Murray
out in the previous round, broke the
record in the third game of his match
on Court Two with his fifth ace.

Record-keeping began in 1991.
"It's actually really cool," Isner said

ahead of Friday's match, looking
ahead to breaking the record.

"It's something I'm really proud of.
I will be the all-time leader. I'll keep
playing, keep adding to my total... I
don't know if (the record) will get bro-
ken. I could be up there for a long
time."

Isner, who stands six feet 10
inches (208 centimetres) tall, is also
in the record books for taking part in
the longest match in tennis history in
2010, against Frenchman Nicolas
Mahut.

A plaque was unveiled outside
Court 18 at Wimbledon to com-
memorate the contest, which lasted 11
hours and five minutes.

'Give him another plaque," US

tennis great John McEnroe said on
ESPN.
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Stefanos Tsitsipas takes on Nick

Kyrgios in a blockbuster clash at
Wimbledon on Saturday, with the
winner likely to be the main obstacle
in Rafael Nadal's path to the final.

Fourth seed Tsitsipas is the only
other top-10 player left in Nadal's side
of the draw, while fiery Australian

Kyrgios is a match for anybody on his
day.

Tsitsipas's confidence is sky-high
after he clinched his first grass-court
title in Mallorca last week and he now
has an 8-2 record on the surface this
season.

The Greek player is facing a man
he has beaten just once in four match-
es.

Kyrgios, who came out on top
when the two players met in Halle last
month, has been making waves at
Wimbledon on and off the court.

His opening win over Britain's
Paul Jubb was marred by his admis-
sion that he spat in the direction of
fans, whom he accused of being dis-
respectful, and he also took aim at
officials.

The 27-year-old, who was fined
$10,000 over Tuesday's incidents, has
been also in a testy mood in his post-
match press conferences but he
remains bullish.

"I just feel like I'm comfortable in
my own skin," the 40th-ranked play-
er said after his straight-sets win over
Filip Krajinovic.

"Some people love to just tear me
down. It's just not possible anymore."

Tsitsipas, who reached the fourth
round in 2018, said he was "thrilled"
to be facing Kyrgios, who beat Nadal
on his way to the quarter-finals in
2014.
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Newly-appointed England
limited-overs captain Jos

Buttler accepts his Test crick-
et career is on hold, with "no
red ball in my bag", as he pre-
pares to concentrate on
white-ball internationals.

Buttler succeeded Eoin
Morgan as England skipper
in the ODI and T20I formats
after the 2019 50-over World
Cup-winning captain
announced his retirement
from international cricket on
Tuesday.

The dynamic 31-year-old
wicketkeeper-batsman had
been vice-captain to Morgan,
who cut short his Test career
to focus on white-ball crick-
et, since 2015.

World Cup winner
Buttler, a star of the Indian
Premier League, is a formida-
ble run-scorer in limited
overs cricket, where his fierce
hitting has helped him com-
pile 4,120 runs from 151
ODIs, including 10 hundreds.

But he has had
much less success in
the five-day Test
format, with only
two hundreds from
57 matches, and is
not a member of
England's squad in
the delayed fifth
Test at

Edgbaston.
It had been suggested

Buttler — a middle-order
batsman in red-ball cricket —
could replace struggling
opener Zak Crawley in an
England Test side now being
captained by multi-format
all-rounder Ben Stokes.

Buttler is set to take
charge of 12 games in July,
with T20 and ODI series
against India and South
Africa. His first major glob-
al event as captain will be the
T20 World Cup in Australia
in October, with England
defending their 50-over
crown in India next year.

England named their
squads for the upcoming
white-ball series at home to
India on Friday, with in-
form Yorkshire batsman
Harry Brook included for
both of the T20 and ODI
campaigns.

The 23-year-old's inter-
national experience is limit-
ed to one T20 against the
West Indies in Barbados in
Januar y.  But Brook is

excelling at domestic level
this season, averaging a
colossal 115.75 in County
Championship and 48 in

the T20 Blast
at an stun-
n i n g

strike-rate
of 169.16.
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Mohamed Salah ended speculation
over his Liverpool future on Friday

by signing a new contract that will report-
edly run until 2025.

Salah, who has scored 156 goals in 254
appearances for Liverpool, had entered the
final year of his previous contract with talks
stalling over the 30-year-old's wage
demands.

However, the Egypt forward said he has
more trophies at Anfield in his sights after
finally putting pen to paper.

"I feel great and excited to win trophies
with the club. It's a happy day for everyone,"
Salah told Liverpool's website.

"It takes a little bit of time, I think, to
renew, but now everything is done so we
just need to focus on what's next."

Since joining from Roma in 2017, Salah
has become a fundamental part of Jurgen
Klopp's side, helping establish them as ser-
ial contenders for domestic and European
success.


