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The Supreme Court (SC) has
directed the newly-elected

Maharashtra Assembly Speaker
Rahul Narwekar not to proceed
against the MLAs of Shiv Sena’s
Uddhav Thackeray faction for
defying the whip issued by the
Eknath Shinde faction during
the trust vote and the election
of the Speaker. The Shinde
group has sought their dis-
qualification.

After winning the trust vote
in the State Assembly on July 4,
the Shinde faction of the Shiv
Sena issued a notice to 14
Legislators from the Uddhav
Thackeray camp for violating a
whip issued by the Sena whip
and Shinde loyalist Bharat
Gogawale.

A three-judge Bench com-

prising Chief Justice NV
Ramana and Justices Krishna
Murari and Hima Kohli gave
relief to the  Uddhav camp after
senior advocates led by Kapil
Sibal pointed out that  several
pleas of the Uddhav faction,
which were to be listed on
Monday, have not been taken
up because  a Bench was not set
up  for the matter. 

The court said the matter be
listed after Tuesday after setting
up the Bench.
“The court had said the peti-

tions would be listed on July 11.

I urge that there should be no
disqualification till the matter
is decided here,” Sibal said,
adding that earlier the top
court had protected the rebel
MLAs when they had
approached it.
“Our disqualification petition

is listed tomorrow before the
Speaker... Either way, there
should not be any disqualifica-
tion till the matter is decided.
These matters have to be decid-
ed here,” the senior lawyer said.

“Mr (Tushar) Mehta
(Solicitor- General), you please

inform the Assembly Speaker
not to take any hearing. Let us
see, we will hear the matter,” the
Bench said.

The Solicitor-General (SG)
who represented Maharashtra
Governor Bhagat Singh
Koshyari, said he  would con-
vey the message to the Speaker.
The top court is flooded with

petitions from  the Thackeray
faction arising out of the rebel-
lion in Shiv Sena which first led
to the downfall of the Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
Government led by the Sena
supremo and the consequential
appointment of Shinde as his
successor  with the help of BJP.
On July 3, Narvekar of the BJP

was elected Speaker of the
Maharashtra Assembly. He had
polled 164 votes and defeated
the Uddhav Thackeray-led Shiv
Sena candidate Rajan Salvi,
who got 107 votes.

A day before the floor test,
Maharashtra Assembly Speaker
Narvekar had recognised
Gogawale as the Shiv Sena’s
Chief Whip, removing Sunil
Prabhu, who belongs to the
Thackeray faction.
Both sides have accused each

other of defying the party whip
during the Speaker’s election.

Continued on Page 2
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Former Chief Minister of
Tamil Nadu Edappadi K

Palaniswami (68)  was unani-
mously elected as the interim
general secretary of the All
India Anna Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (AIADMK) in a spe-
cially-convened General Council
(GC) meeting held on Monday
at Chennai. 

He will be elevated as the full
time general secretary of the
party in the election to be held
in four months, it was
announced in Monday’s GC
meeting, which is the highest
decision-making body of the
party.

The GC meeting expelled O
Panneerselvam, who was the
coordinator of the party steering
committee, from the primary
membership of the party along
with three of his associates for
bringing disrepute to the

AIADMK by hobnobbing with
the DMK.  The GC meeting saw
a lot of suspense and action-
packed moments. The pro-
ceedings began only after Justice
Krishnan Ramaswamy of the
Madras High Court quashed the
petition filed by Panneerselvam
challenging the legality of the
meeting. “Majority of the
AIADMK members are in

favour of conducting the meet-
ing and there are no illegalities
in today’s meeting. Moreover,
the court cannot interfere with
the squabbles of a political
party,” said Justice Ramaswamy.

While the GC meeting began
amid much fanfare at a Chennai
suburb, Panneerselvam and his
associates drove down to the
AIADMK headquarters in the

heart of the city. Television
channels aired visuals of people
vandalising the party head-
quarters by pulling down the
pictures of Jayalalithaa and
Palaniswami. The main door to
the party office was broken
open, and it was a free for all for
party cadres believed to be loy-
alists of Panneerselvam.

Continued on Page 2

��
�� ��������	

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday unveiled

the national emblem installed on
the roof of the new Parliament
building here in the presence of
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla.
Made entirely of bronze the
national emblem weighs 9,500 kg
and is 6.5 metres in height.
The inauguration of the emblem

marks the first major milestone
ahead of the new building’s
scheduled opening, later this
year. Authorities have main-
tained that the Parliament’s
Winter Session will be held
there. The emblem has been cast
at the top of the central foyer of
the new Parliament building. A
steel structure weighing around
6,500 kg has been constructed to
support the emblem.
The concept sketch and process

of casting of the national emblem
on the roof of the new

Parliament building has gone
through eight different stages of

preparation, from clay modeling
and computer graphics to bronze

casting and polishing.
Modi was joined by Om Birla,
Rajya Sabha Deputy Chairman
Harivansh and Urban
Development Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri at the inauguration.
He also attended a religious cer-
emony at the site. 

The Prime minister also inter-
acted with the workers engaged
in the building’s construction and
told them that they should feel
proud of their work as they are
making a very big contribution
to the nation’s pride.

“I had a wonderful interaction
with the shramjeevis who have
been involved in the making of
the Parliament. We are proud of
their efforts and will always
remember their contribution to
our nation,” he tweeted.

When a worker expressed joy
at his visit to the site and likened
it to Lord Ram’s arrival at Shabri’s
hut, a reference to the epic
Ramayana, Modi said light-
heartedly, “Wah, wah, this is your
hut!” He then added that every
poor person of the country
should also feel that this is his
hut. “You have said a very good
thing,” the Prime Minister said.
When he asked them if they feel
that they are making a building
or history, they said in a chorus,
“History.”  

He also asked them about the
difference they felt about being
part of the construction of the
Parliament building and working
on some other projects. The
group of workers said they felt
proud. Continued on Page 2
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Five Goa Congress MLAs,
who went incommunicado

a day before, attended the State
Assembly proceedings on the
first day of the Monsoon
Session on Monday, and
claimed there was “nothing
wrong” in the Opposition
party. The development came a
day after Congress accused two
of its MLAs, Michael Lobo and
former Chief Minister Digambar
Kamat of “conspiring and hob-
nobbing” with the ruling BJP to
engineer a split in the grand old
party’s legislative wing. 

The party removed Lobo from
the post of Leader of Opposition
in the State Assembly, which has
40 members. Lobo, on his part,

however, asserted there was
nothing wrong in the party.   

“There is nothing wrong. I
don’t know what the problem is.
All Congress MLAs were
together. We went to South Goa
for a meeting on Sunday. 

They (Congress leaders) again
wanted to have another Press
conference which was not
required, so we did not attend it,”
said Lobo, whose wife Delialah
is also a Congress MLA.

Lobo said they won the State

election on the Congress ticket
and they stand with the party.
On replacing him as the LoP,
Lobo said he had told the party
that he was not interested to con-
tinue as the LoP.  

Former Chief Minister Kamat
and his Congress colleague
Rajesh Faldesai also said they
were with the party. The two
MLAs said they were not in the
party office on Sunday due to
personal reasons. 

Continued on Page 2
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The Centre has to honour its
commitment given to

Portugal and release gangster
Abu Salem on completion of his
25-year sentence in the 1993
Mumbai serial blasts case, the
Supreme Court ruled on
Monday. 

The then Deputy Prime
Minister LK Advani  had given
the  assurance to Portugal  to
facilitate Salem’s extradition.
Salem was extradited from
Portugal on November 11, 2005,
after a prolonged legal battle. In
June 2017, Salem was convicted
and later awarded life sentence for
his role in the 1993 serial blasts.

A Bench of Justices SK Kaul and
MM Sundresh said the Centre is
bound to advise the President for
exercise of power under Article
72 of the Constitution and the
national commitment on com-
pletion of his sentence.

Continued on Page 2

13 LS MPs ask Uddhav to back Murmu
Mumbai: On Monday the
Uddhav Thackeray-led Shiv
Sena moved the Election
Commission, asking it to hear
it out before taking a view on
any demands made by the fac-
tion led by Eknath Shinde on
the party symbol. 
Sources said that Shiv Sena

leader Anil Desai, in a recent
communication to the poll
panel, has urged it to give Shiv
Sena a hearing in case of claims
to the party’s election symbol —
bow and arrow.

In another significant, yet

unrelated development, a
whopping 13 of the 18 Lok
Sabha MPs of the Shiv Sena in
Maharashtra physically attend-
ed a key meeting at ‘Matoshree’,
the private residence of Shiv
Sena chief Uddhav Thackeray
in suburban Bandra.
During the meeting one of the

topics that came up for discus-
sions was the presidential elec-
tions and a majority of them
suggested supporting the BJP-
led NDA’s candidate  Droupadi
Murmu, party leader Gajanan
Kiritkar said.                 PNS

����������	
�
������ �
��������	

With a United Nations
(UN) report projecting

that India will surpass China as
the most populous nation by
2023, there was a clamour for
undertaking population control
measures in the country. Soon
after, Uttar Pradesh (UP) Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath said
the population control pro-
gramme must go ahead suc-
cessfully but at the same time
“population imbalance” should
not be allowed to happen. 

BJP spokesperson Sudhanshu
Trivedi said this issue is not
merely his party’s but that of

every aware citizen of India.
The World Population

Prospects 2022 by the UN
Department of Economic and
Social Affairs, Population
Division report has projected
that India will have a population
of 1.668 billion in 2050, way
ahead of China’s 1.317 billion
people by the middle of the cen-
tury. India’s population stands at
1.412 billion today as com-
pared to China’s 1.426 billion.

The world’s two most popu-
lous regions in 2022 were
Eastern and South-Eastern Asia,
with 2.3 billion people, repre-
senting 29 per cent of the glob-
al population, and Central and
Southern Asia, with 2.1 billion,
representing 26 per cent of the
total world population.

The report suggests that the
world’s population could grow
to around 8.5 billion in 2030.

Continued on Page 2
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Colombo: With embattled
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa
confirming his intention to
resign as promised on
Wednesday, Sri Lanka’s politi-
cal parties on Monday initiat-
ed steps to form an all-party
Government and subsequent-
ly elect a new President on July
20 to prevent the bankrupt
nation sliding further into
anarchy.

President Rajapaksa has
officially conveyed to Prime
Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe that he will
resign on July 13 as previous-
ly announced, the PM Office
said on Monday, days after pro-
testers stormed both leaders’
homes in rage over the

Government’s mishandling of
the country’s worst economic
crisis.

The entire Sri Lankan
Cabinet will resign and hand
over their responsibilities to a
new all-party interim
Government as soon as it is
formed, Prime Minister
Wickremesinghe’s office said
on Monday.

It said all members of the
Cabinet have agreed to hand
over their responsibilities to a
new all-party Government as

soon as it is formed.
“All the Ministers who par-

ticipated in the discussion were
of the opinion that as soon as
there is an agreement to form
an all-party Government, they
are ready to hand over their
responsibilities to that
Government,” the PM Office
said.

Rajapaksa informed
Speaker Mahinda Yapa
Abeywardena from an undis-
closed location on Saturday
that he will resign on

Wednesday after thousands of
irate protesters stormed into
the President’s house in
Colombo’s high-security Fort
area, calling for him to step
down.

“President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa has officially
informed Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe that he will be
resigning as previously
announced,” a statement from
the PM’s office said.

The Sri Lankan Parliament
will elect the new President to
succeed Rajapaksa on July 20,
Speaker Abeywardena
announced on Monday. The
decision was taken during a
crucial all-party leaders meet-
ing held earlier in the day.
After receiving Rajapaksa’s res-
ignation on Wednesday,
Parliament will convene on
July 15 to announce the vacan-
cy and will reconvene on July
19 to accept the nominations
for the post, Abeywardena said.

Continued on Page 2
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Colombo: The Indian High
Commission in Sri Lanka has
categorically dismissed for
the second time in as many
months the speculative media
reports about New Delhi
sending its troops to
Colombo, where thousands of
angry protesters stormed
embattled President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa’s official residence

and set Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe’s house on
fire amidst the ongoing eco-
nomic crisis.     

“The High Commission
would like to categorically
deny speculative reports in
sections of media and social
media about India sending
her troops to Sri Lanka”, the
High Commission said.
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The Uddhav Thackeray-led
Shiv Sena on Monday filed

a caveat before the Election
Commission of India (ECI)
seeking it to be made a party in
the event of the Sena faction led
by Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde filing a petition before
the ECI over the party symbol
“Bow and Arrow”.

On a day when the
Supreme Court asked
Maharashtra Assembly’s new
Speaker Rahul Narwekar not to
decide on the disqualification
notices issued to the MLAs
belonging to the Uddhav
Thackeray-led Shiv Sena,  the
parent Shiv Sena submitted a

plea before the ECI that it be
made a party and be heard if
the Shinde faction staked claim
over the party symbol.

Confirming the develop-
ment, senior leader from the
Uddhav Thackeray-led Shiv
Sena Anil Desai told “The
Pioneer”: “Yes. We have filed a
caveat before the ECI that it
should hear us before deciding
on a petition – if any – filed by
the Eknath Shinde camp seek-
ing the Sena’s registered sym-
bol of "bow and arrow".

It may be recalled that on
Friday last, Shiv Sena president
Uddhav Thackeray had gone to
town, saying that no one could
take away the Sena's registered
"bow and arrow" symbol from
the party and the question of

him thinking about the symbol
did not arise.

Amid ongoing efforts by
the Sena faction led by chief
minister Eknath Shinde to
move the Election Commission
to claim the party’s `bow and
arrow’ symbol, Uddhav had
told media persons here:  “No
can take away ̀ bow and arrow’
symbol from the Shiv Sena.. I
am saying this after holding
consultations with law and
constitutional experts.. Hence
, the question of the Sena look-
ing for a new symbol does  not
arise”.

Rubbishing the claims in
certain political circles that
the original Sena led by him
was as good as “finished” after
the recent rebellion triggered

by Shinde, Uddhav had said:
“Supposing we had only one
MLA, he leaves the party. Does
it mean that the party is fin-
ished? Even if 100 to 150 MLAs
leave the party, the party is not
finished. The party will func-
tion as before”.

“An effort is being made by
our rivals to create a miscon-
ception among the people that
the parent Sena is as good as
over. The Legislature party is
different from the registered
party. Hence on the basis of the
legislature party’s strength, no
one can snatch away our party
symbol from us,” the Sena
president said.

It may be recalled that
senior Sena minister Eknath
Shinde had staged a rebellion
against Uddhav Thackeray on
June 20, walked away with 30-
odd Sena MLA  from Mumbai
and landed at a Surat Hotel,
from where he flew them to
Guwahati. In  Guwahati more
Sena MLAs joined the rebel
MLAs at another five star hotel.

The rebel group's strength
swelled to 39 when they flew
from Guwahati to Goa en route
to Mumbai.  Later on, the
strength of his group swelled to
40 out of  total 55 Sena MLAs
in the State Assembly.  

On June 28, Uddhav
Thackeray announced his res-
ignation as the chief minister.
Two days later, Eknath Shinde
– together with Devendra
Fadnavis-led BJP formed a
government in the state. Shinde
and Fadnavis and Fadnavis
were sworn in as the chief min-
ister and deputy chief minister
respectively at a ceremony held
at Raj Bhavan on June 30.
Later on July 4, Shinde proved
his majority on the floor of the
State Assembly.
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Delhi Lieutenant Governor
Vinai Kumar Saxena on

Monday launched Sah-Bhagita
- a scheme making Resident
Welfare Associations (RWAs)
partners in optimal tax collec-
tion and waste management
ecosystem in the national
Capital.

According to a statement
issued by Raj Niwas, the
scheme aims at improving effi-
ciency and compliance in tax
collection by incentivizing
RWAs. “It suggests that once
RWA achieves 90 per cent tax
collection from total number of
properties in their societies or
colonies, it can recommend
development work in their

areas equivalent to 10 per cent
of the tax collection subject to
a ceiling of Rs one lakh,” said
the officials.

“Additionally, if the colony
concerned implements 100 per
cent waste segregation at
source, compositing of the wet
waste and re-cycling of dry
waste, there would be an added
incentive of 5 per cent of the tax
paid,” said the officials.

“This new initiative
addresses the long pending
rationalization of the property

tax structure and also places
importance on solid waste
management through com-
munity participation. This tax
policy will bring in consisten-
cy and uniformity in different
approaches being adopted by
the Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD),” said Saxena.

The LG also has expressed
hope that these long awaited
initiatives, will bring about the
much desired community part-
nership and ensure that each
citizen becomes a stakeholder
in the MCD.

“These policy initiatives
will ensure better delivery of
services to the residents of
Delhi and encourage people’s
participation in addressing the
problem of solid waste man-
agement,” said the L-G. 
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An 18-year-old man was
allegedly shot dead by a

security guard while he was
trying to steal an iron rod in
Delhi's Shahdara. Police said
that the deceased along with
his friend had gone to CBD
ground where the Delhi-
Meerut Regional  Rapid
Transport System (RRTS)
project work is going on.
Police said that the security
guard, Rajender (48), was
arrested on Sunday night.

Police said that Ashish, a
resident of NSA Colony, along
with his friend Kunal (18) had
gone to steal the iron rods.

According to R
Sathiyasundaram, the Deputy
Commissioner of  Police
(DCP), Shahdara district, the
Anand Vihar police station
received information about
the admission of Ashish to
Hedgewar Hospital and a
police control room (PCR)
call regarding the incident
was also received.

“Kunal, in his statement,
said he and the victim went to

the ground to steal iron rods
when the security guard fired
at Ashish and he was rushed
to the hospital. The victim
was declared brought dead by
the doctor, the DCP said.

“Police have registered a
case under section 304 (pun-
ishment for culpable homi-
cide not amounting to mur-
der) of the Indian Penal Code
at Anand Vihar police station
and the security guard who
fired at the victim has been
arrested. The investigation of
the case is still in progress,"
the DCP said.
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Acase of cheating and fraud
has been registered against

SpiceJet Chairman and
Managing Director Ajay Singh
and others for allegedly cheat-
ing a Gurugram resident by
delivering fake share certifi-
cates to him.

The complainant Amit
Arora, a resident of The
Magnolias, Golf Links, Golf
Course Road, Gurugram start-
ed in his police complaint that
Singh had delivered a fake
depository instruction slip
(DIS) of 10 lakh shares for ser-
vices provided to him. 

The case has been regis-
tered under Sections 420
(cheating and dishonestly
inducing delivery of property)
and 406 (criminal breach of
trust) of the Indian Penal Code
(IPC) was registered at the

Sushant Lok police station on
July 7.The Complainant is in
the business of providing non-
aeronautical services including
airport retail and hospitality
services. Arora told the police
that in 2015, the erstwhile
promoters of Spicejet i.e.
Kalanithi Maran and Kal
Airways Private Limited
entered into a Share Sale and
Purchase Agreement with the
accused Ajay Singh wherein
their entire shareholding was
transferred to him. "Singh told
him to take over, the compa-
ny as it was in a dire financial
difficulty in terms of fuel
charges with various oil com-
panies, pending statutory dues,
Pending air fleet parking
charges, Pending Salaries other
vendor Payments etc. To sur-
vive, the said company
required a complete overhaul
and financial restructuring,"
Arora told the police.

'
����������	��	�����������
�����
��	
��-&���3��������	����

From Page 1
“The necessary papers be for-
warded within a month of com-
pletion of 25 years. In fact, the
Government can itself exercise
the power of remission under
CrPC within the time period of
one month upon completion of
25 years,” the bench said.
The Centre had told the top court
that the question of the Union of
India honouring its assurance
dated December 17, 2002 will
arise only when the period of 25
years is to expire which is
November 10, 2030.
On February 25, 2015, a special
TADA court had awarded life
imprisonment to Salem in anoth-

er case for murdering Mumbai-
based builder Pradeep Jain in
1995 along with his driver
Mehndi Hassan.
The top court had on May 5
reserved its judgement in the
matter in which the Centre had
argued that the judiciary is inde-
pendent of the solemn sovereign
assurance given to the Portugal
Government during the extradi-
tion of Salem and it is up to the
executive to take a call on it at an
appropriate stage.
Appearing for the Centre,
Additional Solicitor General K M
Nataraj had told the court that the
“Government is bound by the
solemn sovereign assurance given

by then deputy Prime Minister
LK Advani to the Portugal
Government and it will abide by
it at an appropriate time”.
He had argued that the court is
not bound by the solemn assur-
ance and it can pass orders as per
the law.“Solemn sovereign assur-
ance cannot be forced on the judi-
ciary. The executive will act on it
at an appropriate stage. We are
bound by the solemn sovereign
assurance in this regard. Judiciary
is independent, it can proceed as
per law,” he had said.
The bench had told Nataraj that
arguments made by advocate
Rishi Malhotra, representing
Salem, was that the court should

decide on the solemn assurance
and reduce his sentence from life
term to 25 years or direct the
Government to take a call on the
assurance given during his extra-
dition.
The top court had observed that
the second issue was of a set-off
period as the argument made at
the bar was that Salem was
arrested in Portugal subsequent
to a red corner notice issued on
the orders of the court here and
he has gone detention there till his
extradition to India.
Nataraj had argued that there are
judgements to the effect that a life
sentence means entire life and
there could be no remission.

From Page 1
The Revenue Department of

the Tamil Nadu Government
took control of the party build-
ing and locked it.
Meanwhile the GC meeting
passed resolutions elevating
Palaniswami as interim gener-
al secretary, expelling
Panneerselvam and four asso-
ciates and appointing Natham
Viswanathan and Pollachi
Jayaraman as election com-
missioners to hold party gen-
eral secretary poll.
All regional satraps and former
Ministers in the Palaniswami-
led Government were present
in the GC meeting leaving
Panneerselvam alone. Later in
the day, V K Sasikala, who
roams around Tamil Nadu
claiming to be the general sec-
retary of the AIADMK, told
media persons that Monday’s
meeting was illegal and against
the party’s ideology.

“But who bothers about what
Sasikala is telling? The whole
Tamil Nadu is agog with
reports that Sasikala and
Panneerselvam are hand in
glove with Chief Minister M K
Stalin to ensure the disinte-
gration of AIADMK,” said
Kolahala Srenivaas, author and
commentator.
He pointed out that
Panneerselvam and company
gatecrashed into party head-
quarters and vandalised the
premises despite the adminis-
tration’s call for Section 144.
“This was done with the con-
nivance of police and revenue
officials,” he said.  
With their expulsion from the
membership of the party,
Panneerselvam and R
Vaithilingam cease to be mem-
bers of the Legislative Assembly
necessitating by-elections in
the constituencies they repre-
sent.

From Page 1
It would grow further to 9.7 bil-

lion in 2050. The global popu-
lation is growing at its slowest
rate since 1950, having fallen
under one per cent in 2020. The
report added that it is estimated
that ten countries experienced a
net outflow of more than one
million migrants between 2010
and 2021. In many of these coun-
tries, these outflows were due to
temporary labour movements,
such as for Pakistan (net outflow
of -16.5 million during 2010-
2021), India (-3.5 million),
Bangladesh (-2.9 million), Nepal
(-1.6 million) and Sri Lanka (-1
million).
Later, speaking at a function to
mark the commencement of
‘population control fortnight’,
Yogi Adityanath said, “When we
talk about family planning/pop-
ulation stabilisation, we have to
keep in mind that the population

control programme must go
ahead successfully, but at the
same time, a situation of popu-
lation imbalance should not be
allowed to happen.”
He said programmes pertaining
to awareness of population sta-
bilisation have been running
for the past five decades. “On one
scale, population is an achieve-
ment of the society, but this will
remain an achievement only
when society remains healthy
and disease-free,’’ he added.BJP
spokesperson Sudhanshu Trivedi
said this issue is not merely his
party’s but that of every aware cit-
izen of India. “Definitely, from
the common man to political
parties, which should rise above
partisan politics, everyone
should move in the right direc-
tion on the issue,” he said.
While Trivedi did not refer to the
demands by some groups for a
law to curb population growth,

senior party leader and Union
Minister Giriraj Singh, who has
been a vocal supporter of such
legislative measures, favoured a
stringent law.
The “demon” of rising popula-

tion is preventing the country
from becoming “vishwa guru”
(world leader), he said in a
tweet, suggesting that China has
left India behind on development
metrics due to its success in con-
trolling its population.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has also flagged the issue in the
past. In his Independence Day
speech in 2019, he expressed
concern over the “population
explosion” in the country, saying
it causes innumerable challenges
for the coming generations.
The Union Health Ministry had
recently discounted the possi-
bility of law, saying the awareness
campaign for checking the pop-
ulation 

From Page 1
A parliamentary ballot will

be held on July 20 to elect the
new President, he said.

Meanwhile, the main
opposition party Samagi Jana
Balavegaya (SJB) said on
Monday that it is ready to lead
the next government to bring
stability to the bankrupt island
nation as it grapples with polit-
ical and economic crises and
any resistance to the move in
Parliament will be seen as a
“treacherous act”.

Prime Minister
Wickremesinghe has already
said he was willing to resign
and make way for an all-party
government to take over.

Reacting publicly for the
first time after his private house
was set on fire by anti-govern-
ment protesters on Saturday,
Wickremesinghe said on
Monday that only people with
a “Hitler-like mindset” torch
buildings and added that there
was a “background event” that

led to what transpired that
night.

He said a miscommunica-
tion by way of a tweet by a
Muslim party leader that he
had objected to forming an all-
party government and refused
to resign had triggered the
arson attack on his house.

In a special televised state-
ment, 73-year-old
Wickremesinghe said that this
house was the only one he had
in Sri Lanka as well as abroad,
and that it has now been burnt
down.

“My only house was set on
fire. I had 2,500 books in my
library, my only asset. There
were over 200-year-old valuable
paintings. All of them
destroyed,” he said.

President Rajapaksa
appointed Wickremesinghe as
Prime Minister in May after his
elder brother Mahinda
Rajapaksa was forced to resign
amidst growing pressure on the
government over the misman-
agement of the economy.

Wickremesinghe said he
accepted the post of Prime
Minister as the economy was in
disarray. “The cost of living was
high, no fuel, there was a for-
eign exchange crisis. People
were losing jobs. I saw the suf-
fering of the people,” he said.

He said the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) has
noted that around four years
would be required to stabilise
the economy, the first year is
the worst.

“This cannot be done in 1-
2 days, at least a year would be
needed to take the first cor-
rective steps. The IMF said it
would take four years,” he said.

On Sunday, the Sri Lankan
Army dismissed claims that it
shot directly at protesters who
attempted to enter the
President’s residence during
the weekend.

From Page 1
As Modi unveiled the national
emblem atop the new Parliament
building, the Congress slammed
the Modi Government for not
inviting Opposition party leaders
to the programme.
Former Congress MP Sandeep
Dikshit said it is good that a new
Parliament building is being built
in the country but the Centre
should invite Opposition leaders
as well to the events and functions
related to the Parliament.
“Parliament does not belong to a
single party, Government or a
prime minister... It is a temple of
democracy and it belongs to
every elected member of
Parliament and the party he/she
is affiliated to,” he said.
In a statement, the Polit Bureau

of the CPI(M) said the prime
minister’s action was a “clear vio-
lation of the Indian Constitution”.
It said the Constitution unam-

biguously separates the three
wings of our democracy - the
Executive (government), the
Legislature (Parliament and state
assemblies) and the Judiciary. 

“National Emblem installation

should not be linked to religious
ceremonies. It is everyone’s
emblem. ” CPI (M) tweeted.

From Page 1
And also during the trust vote
on July 3 and 4, respectively,
seeking disqualification of the
legislators from both sides.
Maharashtra legislature secre-

tary  has issued show-cause
notices to 53 out of the total 55
Shiv Sena MLAs in the state -
39 of the faction led by Shinde
and 14 of the Uddhav
Thackeray group.       
The notices have been issued

under the Members of
Maharashtra Legislative
Assembly (disqualification on
grounds of defection) rules. In
the trust vote, 164 MLAs voted
for the motion of confidence,

while 99 voted against it.
The Shiv Sena has 55 MLAs in

the 288-member Assembly,
whose current strength is 287
due to the death of a Sena leg-
islator. The Thackeray faction
has also challenged the validi-
ty of assembly proceedings
held on July 3 and July 4 in
which a new speaker of the
House was elected and subse-
quent proceedings of floor test
in which the Shinde-led coali-
tion had proved its majority.

It has also filed a plea chal-
lenging the decision of the
newly-elected Speaker to recog-
nise the new party whip of Shiv
Sena rebels led by CM Shinde.

From Page 1
“I stayed with the Congress. I
led the party from front during
the Assembly election (earlier
this year), but after the polls, I
was not given the post of LoP,”
Kamat said.
Goa Congress chief Amit Patkar
claimed the number of MLAs
with the party has risen to
seven, two more from Sunday’s
count from the total strength of
11 legislators in the newly elect-
ed Assembly. Senior Congress
leader Mukul Wasnik reached
Goa and after a meeting with the
party MLAs the new LoP will be
announced.
“MLA Aleixo Sequeira and
another Congress MLA have
come to us. We had five MLAs
with us on Sunday evening,
now we have seven MLAs with
us,” Amit briefed the media.  
A day earlier, the Congress had
said five of its 11 MLAs in Goa
became “incommunicado”.
These MLAs are Michael Lobo,
Digambar Kamat, Kedar Naik,
Rajesh Faldesai and Delialah
Lobo.
Goa desk in-charge Dinesh

Gundu Rao had also said five
other legislators, excluding those
who became incommunicado,
are with the Congress. They are
Altone D’Costa, Sankalp
Amonkar, Yuri Alemao, Carlos
Alvares Ferreira, and Rudolf
Fernandes. These five MLAs
were present at the Press con-
ference addressed by Rao on
Sunday.
He had said the sixth MLA,
Aleixo Sequeira, is in touch
with the Congress leaders and is
very much with the party.
Congress leaders also met
Assembly Speaker Ramesh
Tawadkar to inform him about
the removal of Michael Lobo as
the LoP.
On Sunday, out of the total 11
Congress MLAs in the State, five
-- Lobo, Digambar, Kedar Naik,
Rajesh Faldesai and Delialah
Lobo -- had gone incommuni-
cado.MLA Rajesh Faldesai also
said he was with the party and
had informed Goa Congress
chief Amit about his absence
(from the party office on
Sunday), as he was at home due
to personal reasons.
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Monday said

the relief being provided to the
electricity consumers in the
national Capital will be con-
tinued further.  The CM’s state-
ment came after the cost of
electricity in Delhi has
increased with hike in power
purchase adjustment cost
(PPAC), imposed by DISCOM
on consumers, by 4 per cent
from mid June. 

"The State Government
will continue its electricity sub-
sidy scheme providing 200
units of free electricity to the
households opting for it. The
Government's relief will con-
tinue. Come what may, the
relief being given to the people
of Delhi will not be affected,"
he said. 

Under the electricity sub-
sidy, utilisation of up to 200
units of electricity remains
free, while those utilising
between 201 to 400 units of
electricity receive approxi-
mately 50 per cent subsidy.

According to an official of
the electricity department, the
rise was implemented by the
power distribution companies
(discoms) with Delhi
Electricity Regulatory
Commission (DERC) clear-
ance due to an increase in the
cost of fuel such as coal and gas.
PPAC is a surcharge given to
compensate the discoms for
variations in the market-driven
fuel costs (additional costs on
account of increase in coal
and gas prices). 

The increase in PPAC has
come ahead of the inflated
prices of imported coal by the
Central coal generating sta-

tions, increased prices of gas,
and high prices of power
exchanges, which had reached
almost Rs 20 per unit before
being capped by the Central
Electricity Regulatory
Commission (CERC) to Rs 12
per unit.

According to officials, since
2002, the cost of buying power
for Delhi DISCOMS has
increased by around 300 per
cent, a cost over which DIS-
COMS have no control, where-
as the retail tariff has risen by
around 90 per cent in the cor-
responding period. 

The Power Cost
Adjustment on an electricity
bill statement is computed by
multiplying the amount
charged or credited by the
number of kilowatt-hours used.
For example, if the amount
charged is .03540, and 1000
kwh was used during the billing
period, the Power Cost
Adjustment would be a charge
of Rs 2,810.82.

As per DISCOM, timely
review of the PPAC is a require-
ment under the Electricity Act,
DERC's own tariff orders and
Appellate Tribunal for
Electricity (APTEL) orders. 

As per the Ministry of
Power directions on November
9, 2021, every State Regulatory
Commission (DERC in the
case of Delhi) has to place a
mechanism for Automatic pass
through of fuel and power
procurement cost in tariff for
ensuring the viability of power
sector. 
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Delhi BJP and Congress
units on Monday lashed

out on the Arvind Kejriwal
Government for increasing
power purchase adjustment
cost (PPAC) that will impact
the consumers.

The Delhi Congress
demanded roll down the hike
and alleged that the Delhi
Electricity Regulatory
Commission (DERC), in col-
lusion with the Kejriwal
Government, was helping the
discoms make huge profits at
the expense of the people.

Addressing a Press con-
ference, Ch Anil Kumar, pres-
ident, Delhi Congress said the
power consumers of the
national Capital will receive a
big "shock" in their electricity
bills from July onwards, as the
DERC has allowed a hike in
Power Purchase Adjustment
Cost (PPAC), which is a sur-
charge used to compensate
the Power Distribution
Companies (discoms) for
changes in the rate of fuel in
the market. Kumar alleged
that Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal in a tacit
understanding with the power

distribution companies is
allowing the power consumers
to be fleeced with this latest
PPAC hike in rates, and this
rate hike will inflict a major
blow on the consumers, who
are yet to recover from the dev-
astation caused by the Covid-
19 pandemic. 

Meanwhile, Delhi BJP
president Adesh Gupta
described Kejriwal-led Delhi
Government’s decision to
increase  power tariff  as a
fraud with Delhiites. He  asked
what has the Government
done  to augment power sup-
ply in Delhi despite being in
power for over seven years
now. "Kejriwal must answer
that. Despite coming to power
for a third time in a row, the
Kejriwal Government neither
took any concrete steps nor
made a road map in this
regard. 

He first made Delhi hollow
by giving a free lollipop of
power and when it was
exposed, the entire burden
has now been shifted to con-
sumer with six per cent tariff
raise. Now Delhi's people are
facing this problem of
increased tariff," said Gupta.
He said in the Capital the
average power tariff is Rs 6.85

per unit while in industrial
units it is Rs 10.69 and for
domestic consumer the tariff is
Rs 5.11 per unit. 

"But in the Capital, actually
the slab rate is a big fraud
because the moment units'
number crosses 200 one has to
pay the entire bill. As far as free
distribution of electricity is
considered this is the Kejriwal
Government's vote bank
scheme whose benefit goes to
only about 20 per cent of con-
nection holders," alleged
Gupta.

Ramvir Singh Bidhuri, the
Leader of Opposition, said the
fact is that the AAP-led Delhi
Government in nexus with
private discoms is not com-
mitting loot but actually com-
mitting dacoity.  

"In the Capital 7000 mw
electricity is supplied but in the
name of that three times more
money is taken on pretext of
fixed charges. The AAP
Government is running only
on the basis of falsehood and
its main aim is to create con-
fusion among people and loot
them. This is the reason why
now Kejriwal government has
announced a hike of two to six
per cent power tariff," said
Bidhuri. 
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To mark the 75th
Independence Day, the

Delhi Government has decid-
ed to illuminate five major
historical monuments with
Tricolour lights. These five
major monuments are — Birji
Khan's Tomb in RK Puram,
Baradari Qudsia Bagh, Bara
Lao Ka Gumbad at Vasant
Udhyan, Gol Gumbaz near
Lodhi Flyover abd Tomb of
Paik at Mukarba Chowk. 

Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia on Monday
reviewed 71  monuments being
maintained by the State
Government. 

After the review meeting,
Sisodia decided to visit these
historical sites to review the
conservation and maintenance
work in progress. "The Delhi
Government is working on
restoration of these monu-
ments and will organise various
cultural events around them to
celebrate their historical impor-
tance and spread awareness
about them," he said. 

During the meeting,
Sisodia was informed that the
Delhi Government has expe-
dited the conservation work of

Dara Shikoh Library and
Baradari Qudsia Bagh. Dara
Shikoh's library is located in the
campus of Ambedkar
University at Kashmere Gate. It
was in a dilapidated condition
for years due to lack of main-
tenance. 

As the library is located in
close proximity to the Yamuna,
the issue of dampness in the
building was always reported
here. The work of preserving
and reviving this building of
historical importance has been
given priority and expedited. 

The work of preserving
the Qudsia Bagh has also been
undertaken by the
Government. It has not only
done the maintenance of the
buildings here, but has also
given a new look to the garden.

These monuments will
soon get a state-of-art museum

each, said a senior official. 
Delhi's famous Malcha

Mahal will also be getting a
makeover soon. The
Government is planning to
restore this popular monu-
ment and highlight its histor-
ical importance. “Along with
this, the Government is already
in the process of restoring the
monument Azimganj Serai,
located in Sunder Nagar and
Phase 1 of restoration has
already been completed. "Very
soon we will begin the work on
Phase 2," said Sisodia.

The Deputy Chief Minister
said the historical monuments
in the national Capital sym-
bolise country's evolution over
period of time.  “They have
been caused much damage
due to neglect. This will help
generations to understand our
history in a better way,” he said.
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Parts of the national Capital
on Monday afternoon

received a short spell of rains
bringing much needed respite
from the muggy weather con-
ditions that had been prevail-
ing over the last few days.

The maximum tempera-
ture was recorded at 36.9
degrees Celsius, a notch below
the season's average, while the
minimum settled at 27.1
degrees Celsius, normal for
this time of the year.

The Safdarjung
Observatory, considered the
official marker for the capital,
recorded 1 mm rainfall till
5.30 pm. The Palam observa-
tory received traces of rainfall
while Pitampura received 77.5
mm of rainfall. The Delhi
University received 11.4 mm
rainfall whereas Najafgarh
received 4 mm of rainfall.

The weatherman has fore-

cast generally cloudy sky for
Tuesday with the possibility of
light rain or thundershowers.
The maximum and minimum
temperatures are likely to set-
tle around 36 and 27 degrees
Celsius, respectively.

Following the rainfall in
parts of Delhi, waterlogging
was reported at some places in
the city leading to traffic snarls.
The Delhi Traffic Police took to
twitter to inform and alert
commuters about the conges-
tion and plan their journeys
accordingly.

"Traffic is affected on New
Rohtak Road in both carriage-
ways due to waterlogging at
Anand Parbat T-Point. Kindly
avoid the stretch," it said in a
tweet.In another tweet, the
traffic police informed that
the traffic was heavy at
Najafgarh Firni road due to
waterlogging and urged them
to avoid the stretch.

Delhiites woke up to a

humid Monday morning and
the relative humidity at 8.30
AM was 75 per cent.

However, the sky became
overcast in the afternoon and
rains descended from the dark
clouds. The monsoon
embraced Delhi in an impres-
sive manner on June 30 but
rains had repeatedly given the
capital a miss since then.

The Safdarjung
Observatory had recorded just
2.6 mm of rainfall in the last 10
days. It had gauged 144.3 mm
of rainfall against a normal of
126.7 mm since June 1, when
the monsoon season starts. Of
this, 117.2 mm came in just 24
hours ending at 8:30 am on July
1.

While just 2 mm of rainfall
occurred in the next three
days (July 1-July 3), the Met
office on July 4 issued a yellow
alert for July 5 and an orange
alert for July 6, which was later
shifted to July 7.

Earlier, on Sunday, Mahesh
Palawat, vice president (mete-
orology and climate change), of
Skymet Weather had said that
Delhi would not get any rain on
Monday and Tuesday. 

Before the rainfall on
Monday, the IMD had issued
colour-coded alerts on multi-
ple occasions over the last six
days, but Delhi remained com-
pletely dry.On July 4, the Met
office issued a "yellow" alert for
July 5 and an "orange" alert for
July 6, which was later shifted
for July 7.
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The Earth Sciences
Secretary M Ravichandran

on Monday made a strong
pitch for high frequency obser-
vations to better understand
cloud dynamics.

His comments comes after
the weather office missed rain-
fall predictions for the nation-
al Capital for the past few
weeks and even on Monday
when it had forecast little rain
till Saturday.

"Actually, we need more
science. We need more high
frequency observations for
better forecasts, particularly for
regions such as Delhi,"
Ravichandran said.

He said the Delhi region is
the convergence point for east-
erly winds coming from the
Bay of Bengal and the low
pressure areas and it was
always difficult to have an
accurate forecast for this bor-
der region.The National
Capital Region has 80 per cent
cloud cover, but did not expe-
rience rainfall, Ravichandran

said, adding that similar con-
ditions in hilly areas would
have certainly resulted in
showers.He said for Delhi,
high frequency weather obser-
vations and better under-
standing of cloud dynamics
was required for improved
forecasts.

The Earth Sciences secre-
tary said there was no science
yet to predict highly localised
rainfall events that resulted in
the tragedy at the Amarnath
cave shrine Friday evening
when 17 people were killed
and several feared washed
away due to flash floods. 

He said extreme rainfall
events were on the rise in the
country due to change in cli-
matic conditions and more
weather observations were
required to understand such
processes.
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Union Minister for Road
Transport and Highways

Nitin Gadkari announced in
Gurugram on Monday that
Dwarka Expressway, also
known as the Northern
Peripheral Road (NPR) in the
Haryana portion which is being
developed as the first elevated
urban expressway in India,
will be operational in 2023.

Gadkari said Dwarka
Expressway will reduce pres-
sure on the Delhi- Gurugram
Expressway (part of the Delhi-
Jaipur-Ahmedabad-Mumbai
arm of Golden Quadrilateral)
and arterial roads that experi-
ence severe traffic congestion,
primarily from the commuters
of West Delhi.  "50 to 60 per
cent of the traffic on the Delhi-
Jaipur Expressway (NH-48)
will be diverted onto the new
expressway, thereby improving
traffic movement towards

Sohna Road, Golf Course Road
and Golf Course extension
road. Once operational in 2023,
it shall immensely help reduc-
ing the air pollution in Delhi-
NCR as well, he added. 

The Minister said it is a 16-
lane access-controlled high-
way with provision of a mini-
mum 3-lane service road on
both sides, The Expressway
connecting Dwarka in Delhi to
Gurugram in Haryana is being

developed at a total cost of Rs
9,000 Crore with total length of
29 km out of which 19 km
length falls in Haryana while
the remaining 10 km of length
is in Delhi. 

Dwarka Expressway would
have 4 multi-level interchanges
(tunnel/underpasses, at-Grade
Road, Elevated Flyover &
Flyover above Flyover) at major
junctions including construc-
tion of longest (3.6 km) and

widest (8 lane) urban road
tunnel in India. The expressway
begins from Shiv-Murti on
NH-48 (Delhi-Gurugram
expressway) and ends near
Kherki Daula Toll Plaza,
through Dwarka Sector 21,
Gurugram border and Basai.

"This project plays a pivotal
role in the plan to decongest the
capital city of Delhi. Once the
Dwarka Expressway is com-
pleted, it would provide direct
access to upcoming India
International Convention
Centre (IICC) in Sector 25 of
Dwarka and will also provide
an alternate connectivity to
IGI Airport through a shallow
tunnel," he said.

Apart from this, the state-
of-the-art Intelligent
Transportation Systems (ITS)
like Advanced Traffic
Management systems, Toll
Management systems, CCTV
Cameras, Surveillance etc.
would be part and parcel of this
upcoming world-class corridor.

GURUGRAM: A six-lane
Sohna elevated highway con-
structed on National Highway
248A between Rajiv Chowk
and Badshahpur was opened
on a trial basis for traffic on
Monday. With the portion
between Badshahpur and
Sohna already opened on April
1, the entire 25 km road is now
accessible. The project will
ease travel between
Gurugram-Sohna and Alwar,
and will also link to Delhi-
Mumbai Expressway.

Giving information
through tweets, Union Minister
for Road Transport and
Highways Nitin Gadkari said
the opening of this 25- km long
Gurugram-Sohna Highway will
facilitate the commuters, and
save their expensive fuel and
time. The Minister said a total
of 7 kilometres elevated on this
stretch, built at a cost of about

Rs 2,000 crore. 
A 6-lane access control

corridor has been developed
along the section. Three-lane
service roads have been con-
structed on either side of the

highway. In addition, this
stretch of highway will also
provide connectivity to Delhi
and Gurugram through the
Delhi-Mumbai Expressway.
The construction work of this

entire project was fixed to be
completed in 30 months. But
due to the interruptions in the
construction work during the
Pandemic, its deadline was
extended till 30 June 2022.
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Two members of the DU's
Executive Council have

written to the university Vice
Chancellor Yogesh Singh urg-
ing him to make "amend-
ments" in the structure of the
new curriculum which, they
claimed, may dilute "academ-
ic rigour."

The new curriculum will
be implemented from the aca-
demic year 2022-23.

The Delhi University's
Executive Council — the var-
sity's top decision-making body
— had in February approved
an Undergraduate Curriculum
Framework-2022, or, UGCF-
2022, as formulated by a
National Education Policy cell.

A section of teachers have
opposed the proposed struc-
ture of the UGCF.

In a letter to the VC, two
EC members — Seema Das
and Rajpal Singh Pawar —
argued that the UGCF has
been "haphazardly made" by an
"extra-statutory" body — NEP
cell. "The University of Delhi
has been a premier institution,
widely acclaimed for a high
standard of teaching, learning
and research.

"However, based on New
Education Policy (NEP) 2020,
the Undergraduate Curriculum

Framework (UGCF) 2022 has
been haphazardly made by an
extra-statutory body, ie NEP
Cell leading to the dilution of
academic rigour," the letter
read.

The members said that the
UGCF, as approved, stands to
adversely affect the teacher-
workload and academic rigour.

They said that the new cur-
riculum will lead to a massive
displacement of teachers, espe-
cially of those employed on ad
hoc basis.

"As per authentic infor-
mation, the student-teacher
ratio is being doubled in com-
parison to the present stu-
dent-teacher ratio across sub-
ject/discipline by the UGC and
hence, the University of Delhi.

"This will drastically reduce
workload leading to massive
displacement of teachers, espe-
cially those working in ad hoc
capacity," read the letter.

The members also sug-
gested that the DU's recent
directives that no ad hoc or
guest teacher's appointment
will happen till every teacher
takes 16 periods per week will
lead to a "situation based on
drastically underestimating the
importance of quality research
which ignores the importance
of research done by the facul-
ty members."
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Monday

announced a financial assis-
tance of Rs 10 lakh each for the
families of two Delhi residents
killed in a cloudburst near the
Amarnath shrine in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Flash floods triggered by
heavy rain struck near the
shrine on July 8, leaving at least
16 people dead and more than
30 missing.

"Two women from Delhi's
Madangir, Virmati and
Prakashi went for Amarnath
Yatra and an unfortunate dis-
aster took place during their
yatra because of a cloudburst.
Several people have died and
out of all the bodies recovered
so far, two of them belonged to
Delhi," said Kejriwal. 

"I have just talked to their
families. They went for a pious
cause on this pilgrimage to
purify their souls and seek
blessing from God, but unfor-
tunately, they were ill-fated. 
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The CBI has registered two
separate cases of bank

frauds worth nearly Rs 2,150
crore and conducted searches
at the premises of the accused
individuals and entities at 10
locations in Maharashtra and
Gujarat.

On a complaint from State
Bank of India (SBI) against a
Mumbai-based private com-
pany Ushdev International Ltd
and its directors Suman Vijay
Gupta and Prateek Vijay Gupta
besides unknown public ser-
vants and unknown others on
the allegations of causing loss
of Rs1438.45 crore to SBI and
four other consortium member
banks, the CBI registered a case
against them and conducted
searches at their premises.

“It was alleged that the said
p r i v a t e / b o r r o w e r
company(engaged in trading of
ferrous & non-ferrous metal)
and its Promoter Directors
along with unknown entities
had caused loss to State Bank

of India and consortium mem-
ber banks (Central Bank of
India, Indian Overseas Bank,
Oriental Bank of
Commerce(now PNB and
Bank of Maharashtra) alleged-
ly by diverting/siphoning off
funds, showing sales to over-
seas dormant entities, manip-
ulating books of accounts, etc.,”
the CBI said in a statement.

It was also alleged that the
accused misappropriated bank
funds by giving advances to the
entities which had not carried
out business during the last five
to nine years and provided
loans and advances to its relat-
ed parties.

An alleged loss of
Rs.1438.45 crore was caused to
SBI and four other consortium
member banks. “Searches were
conducted at three places at the
premises of the accused at
Mumbai and Pune
(Maharashtra) which led to
recovery of incriminating doc-
uments/articles,” the agency
said. The other case was regis-
tered against a private compa-

ny Anil Ltd., Ahmedabad, six
company directors Amol
Shripal Sheth, Kamalbhai R
Sheth, Anish Kasturbhai Shah,
Indira J Parikh Dipal
Palkhiwala, Anurag Kothawala,
Shashin A Desai and unknown
private persons and public ser-
vants.

This case was registered on
a complaint from Bank of India
on the allegations of bank
fraud of Rs 710.85 crores to the
consortium of banks compris-
ing of Bank of India (as the lead
bank), IDBI, SBI, PNB and
Shamrao Vithal Cooperative
Bank Ltd. as well as to IFCI
Ltd., the CBI said.

It was stated that the said
private company was engaged
in the business activity of pro-
duction of an entire range of
unmodified starch, modified
starch from basic maize starch
and downstream products like
Liquid Glucose, Dextrose
Monohydrate, Anhydrous
Dextrose and Sorbitol. Searches
were conducted at seven loca-
tions, including Ahmedabad

and Pune at the premises of the
accused which led to recovery

of several incriminating docu-
ments, articles, some property

documents and Rs 38 lakh in
cash.
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The Opposition on Monday
demanded a rollback or

Parliament scrutiny of the
Agnipath scheme launched last
month for recruiting aspirants
for the armed forces.  Some
Opposition members also sub-
mitted a memorandum to
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on the matter. 

However, in an embar-
rassment to the Congress, its
MP Manish Tewari reportedly
did not sign the memorandum
as he has all along backed the
scheme despite his party criti-
cising it. 

These developments came
days ahead of the monsoon ses-
sion of Parliament commenc-
ing July 18.  The Opposition
expressed its reservations
regarding the new recruitment
policy here during a meeting of

parliament consultative com-
mittee on defence.  

Rajnath chaired the meet-
ing where the members were
briefed about the Agnipath
scheme launched on June 14.
Twelve MPs attended the meet-
ing including Sudip
Bandyopadhyay and Saugata
Roy(TMC), Supriya
Sule(NCP), Rajni Patil, Shakti
Singh Gohil, and Manish
Tewari(Congress), AD
Singh(RJD) and Ranjanben
Bhatt and Ram Bhai Mokhariya
(BJP). 

The scheme termed as
“transformative” led to mass
protests in several states.  The
government, however, refused
to roll back the scheme and
said it was aimed at having

youthful, fit and technology
savvy armed forces capable of
fighting modern day war. The
memorandum or letter sub-
mitted to Rajnath was signed
by six MPs including
Shaktisinh Gohil(Congress),
Sudip Bandyopadhyay and
Sougata Roy(TMC), Supriya
Sule(NCP), Rajni
Patil(Congress) and AD
Singh(RJD). 

The Congress said that
Tewari's views on the Agnipath
scheme are his personal and do
not reflect the party's opinion.
While Rajnath said it was a
“very good meeting,” the
Opposition was apprehensive
about the after affects of the
Agnipath.  Even though more
than seven lakh aspirants have

applied for the IAF in the last
few days, the Opposition said
it was due to rising unemploy-
ment and no other job avenues
for the youth. The Opposition
members also did not favour a
four year stint for the Agniveers
and wanted the tenure to be
longer to achieve operational
readiness. 

The government was also
criticised for involving the
armed forces officers in politics
as many senior officers were
holding press conferences to
highlight the salient features of
Agnipath. 

The Opposition members
said politicians should have
addressed such media briefin-
gs.  They wanted the standing
committee of parliament to
scrutinise the Agnipath
scheme. 

Army Chief Manoj Pande
and Navy chief Admiral R
Hari Kumar besides other
senior officials were also pre-
sent at the consultative com-
mittee meeting. Meanwhile,
the IAF has closed its registra-
tion and will conduct online
examination from July 24. 

The Army and the Navy
registration are on.  The Army
will hold recruitment rallies
from August all over the coun-
try while the Navy is planning

to start the training of new
inductees in November.  More
than 10,000 women have

applied under the Agnipath
scheme and the Service has
earmarked 20 per cent of the

vacancies for women in various
wings. Nearly 46,000 jawans or
Agniveers will be inducted this

year including 40,000 for the
Army and 3,000 each for the
IAF and the Navy.
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China was back in focus of
the Congress and BJP’s

verbal duel on Monday. The
Congress  said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s  “silence” and
the “increasing infiltration” by
Beijing  was “very harmful  for
the country”. 

The BJP wondered   if the
Opposition party does not
have faith in the Army's state-
ment and sought it not to
politicize the issue.

The political slugfest   on
the China-India standoff along
the Line of Actual Control
again surfaced  when former
Congress chief Rahul Gandhi

said the "increasing Chinese
infiltration" into Indian terri-
tory and the PM’s "silence" on
it are "very harmful" for the
country.

The Galwan valley face-off
in June 2020 in  western
Ladakh had triggered  fre-
quent opposition attacks on the
government for not revealing
the details of what it called
‘Chinese encroachment’  in
Indian land, a charge strongly
rejected by the Modi govenr-
ment.

The Congress leader while
questioning  the Prime
Minister’s “ silence”  on the
issue also shared five "truths"
about  him , alleging that he is

"afraid" of China and hides the
truth, besides protecting his
own image.

"Some truths about the
prime minister: 1. Is afraid of
China. 2. Hides the truth from
the public. 3. Just protects his
own image. 4. Lowers the
morale of the Army. 5. Plays
with the security of the coun-
try. "The increasing infiltration
by China and the Prime
Minister's silence are very
harmful for the country," he
said in a tweet in Hindi. The
Congress has been alleging
that China continues to occu-
py Indian territory and the gov-
ernment has done nothing to
reclaim it.

In a riposte to the
Congress on the issue ,  BJP
spokesperson Sudhanshu
Trivedi claimed that Congress
leader Gaurav Gogoi had also
talked about former Chief of
Defence Staff Bipin Rawat
rejecting such claims.

"I want to ask the Congress
if it has trust in the Indian
Army or not, or whether it
trusts the reply of the Indian
Army chief or not? Or do you
want to do politics over his
statement," he asked  here at a
press conference.

At a separate presser,
Congress leader Gaurav Gogoi
asked Modi to take the nation
into confidence on the alleged

Chinese transgressions into
India and asked him to address
the concerns on national secu-
rity, integrity and sovereignty.

Hitting back at the
Congress after Gogoi used the
initials (DDLJ) of a popular
Hindi film to attack the gov-
ernment, Trivedi invoked the
initials of another famous
movie (QSQT) to say that this
aptly describes the internal sit-
uation within the opposition
party. "Qayamat ka hal hai" (It
is like an apocalypse within the
party), he said.

He was apparently refer-
ring to internal rebellion plagu-
ing the Congress, most recent-
ly in Goa. 
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The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has attached assets

worth Rs14 crore in the Morris
Coin Crypto Currency cheating
case under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA).

The attached assets include
balance in bank accounts of Fly
With Me Mobile LLP (a firm
owned by Nishad and Hasif K)
and immovable properties of
associates of Nishad K, pur-
chased out of the proceeds of
crime. The attached properties
include bank balance held in the
bank account of Fly With Me
App, a hospital in Kochi, and 52
acres of agricultural land in
Tamil Nadu.

The ED initiated money
laundering investigation on the
basis of various FIRs registered
in various police stations against
Nishad K and others persons for
cheating people on the pretext
of giving high returns of 2-3
percent per day to the investors.
“During the course of investi-
gation conducted under PMLA,

it has been ascertained that
Nishad K via his various firms
such as Long Rich Global, Long
Rich Technologies and Morris
Trading Solutions collected
deposits from the investors in
the guise of Initial Coin Offer
for the launch of Morris Coin
Crypto Currency,” the ED said
in a statement.

By conducting promotion-
al events in presence of celebri-
ties, introducing the investors to
flashy websites and by provision
of e-wallets to each investor via
web-based applications, Nishad
K has collected deposits from
the investors via various pin
stockists.

The amounts collected were
then transferred into bank
accounts of Nishad K and his
firms. Subsequently, the col-
lected amounts were layered
into shell companies. 

From bank statement analy-
sis of  accounts pertaining to
Nishad K and his firms, it was
found that numerous
firms/companies were used to
launder proceeds of crime into
multiple bank accounts.
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India has no intention to rule
the world and instead favours

development of all, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh said
here on Monday while calling
for achieving high standards in
Artificial Intelligence (AI). 

He also launched 75 newly
developed AI technologies at

the first ever ‘AI in Defence’
(AIDef) symposium and exhi-
bition organised by the defence
ministry.

Underlining India’s phi-
losophy, Rajnath said “Russia is
a technologically advanced
country and is continuously
progressing in the field of
Science and Technology. 

On AI, Russian President
Vladimir Putin had said
‘Whoever becomes the leader
in this sphere will become the
ruler of the world’. 

Although India believes in
the principle of ‘Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam’ (the whole
world is one family) and has no
intention to rule the world, we
must develop the capability of
our AI technology so that no
country can even think of rul-
ing us.” 

Rajnath described AI as a
revolutionary step in the devel-
opment of humanity, a proof
that a human being is the most
evolved creature in the uni-
verse. 

He was amazed that a
human mind has not only cre-
ated or reproduced knowl-
edge, but is developing intelli-
gence that creates knowledge.

Rajnath pointed out that AI
has built inroads in almost
every sector, including defence,
health and medicine, agricul-
ture, trade and commerce and
transport. He called upon all
the defence stakeholders to

enhance the jointness of
human consciousness and the
ability of AI to bring a radical
change in the sector. 

He appreciated the fact
that the defence ministry,
Armed Forces, Defence
Research and Development
Organisation(DRDO), Defence
Public Sector
Undertakings(DPSU) and the
Industry are making meaning-
ful efforts to provide innovative
and indigenous AI solutions for
defence and are developing
futuristic technologies.

Rajnath echoed Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
vision of developing AI-
enabled and AI-led applications
to ensure social welfare and
national security and making
India a ‘Global Hub for AI’. He
hoped that India will soon be
among the leading countries in
the field of AI.

Rajnath Singh asserted that
weapons systems are being
developed, keeping in mind the
crucial role AIcan play in future
warfare The products, launched
as part of ‘Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav’ celebrations, fall
under various domains. 

These include AI Platform
A u t o m a t i o n ;
Autonomous/Unmanned/Rob
otics systems; Block Chain-
based Automation; Command,
Control, Communication,
Computer & Intelligence,
Surveillance & Reconnaissance;
Cyber Security ; Human
Behavioural Analysis;
Intelligent Monitoring Systems;
Lethal Autonomous Weapon
Systems; Logistics and Supply
Chain Management,
Operational Data Analytics;
Manufacturing and
Maintenance; Simulators/Test
Equipment and speech/voice
analysis using Natural
Language Processing.
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The Opposition on Monday
hit out at Prime Minister

Narendra Modi for unveiling
the National Emblem atop the
new Parliament Building by
"subverting and violating" the
principle of Constitutional sep-
aration of powers. It also
slammed the PM for not invit-
ing Opposition party leaders to
the programme.

“The Constitution sepa-
rates powers of parliament,
government & judiciary. As
head of the government, the
Prime Minister should not
have unveiled the national
emblem atop the new parlia-
ment building,” All India
Majlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen
(AIMIM) president Asaduddin
Owaisi said. “The Speaker of
Lok Sabha represents Lok
Sabha which isn't subordinate

to the government. The prime
minister has violated all con-
stitutional norms,” said Owaisi,
who is a Lok Sabha member
from Hyderabad. The CPI(M)
politburo said the PM’s action
was a "clear violation of the
Indian Constitution".       In a
statement, it said Constitution
unambiguously separates three
wings of our democracy - the
Executive (government), the
Legislature (Parliament and
state assemblies) and Judiciary. 

"President summons
Parliament. Prime minister is
the head of the Executive.  The
Legislature has its independent
role to perform, amongst oth-
ers, to legislate laws, keep the
Executive accountable and
answerable," it said adding
"This Constitutional separation
of powers between the three
wings is being subverted by the
head of the Executive".The

CPI(M) also took objection to
a religious ceremony orga-
nized at the event.“National
emblem installation should
not be linked to religious cer-
emonies. It is everyone's
emblem, not those who have
some religious beliefs. Keep
religion separate from nation-
al functions,” said CPI(M) in a
tweet. Former Congress MP
Sandeep Dikshit said it is good
that a new Parliament building
is being built in the country but
Centre should invite
Opposition leaders as well to
the events and functions relat-
ed to  Parliament.

"Parliament does not
belong to a single party, gov-
ernment or a prime minister...
It is a temple of democracy and
it belongs to every elected
member of Parliament and
the party he/she is affiliated to,"
he said.
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NEW DELHI: The BJP hit
back at Owaisi saying he is
always driven by a negative
mindset and constantly attacks
the country's political, moral,
social, cultural and constitu-
tional values to run his party.
“He does it habitually,” BJP
spokesperson Sudhanshu
Trivedi said replying to a
question at a press conference. 

Citing a verse, Trivedi
said that even the best of
doctors have no cure to
doubts. Trivedi also added
that only those with "official
and statutory" positions were
involved in unveiling of the
emblem. PNS
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In fresh summons to
Congress president Sonia

Gandhi, the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has asked
her to appear before it on July
21 for questioning in a money
laundering case linked to the
National Herald newspaper..

Sonia was issued a second
summons by the ED for
appearance on June 23 but she
could not turn up due to health
issues related to Covid-19
infection.

Sonia, 75, had sought post-
poning of the June 23 sum-
mons by four weeks. Allowing
her plea, the ED has now asked
her to depose before it on July
21, the officials said.The
Congress president was first
issued the notice for appear-

ance on June 8, but after she
tested positive for Covid. This
prompted the agency to issue
the summons for June 23. Her
son and Congress MP Rahul
Gandhi has been questioned by
the agency in connection with
the case for over 50 hours in
sessions spread across five days.

The money laundering
probe relates to alleged finan-
cial irregularities in Young
Indian Private Limited, which
owns the National Herald
newspaper.

The Young Indian is pro-
moted by the Congress. Sonia
and Rahul Gandhi are among
the promoters and majority
shareholders of Young Indian.
Like her son, the Congress
president too has 38 per cent
shareholding in the company.
The move to question the

Gandhis was initiated after the
ED late last year lodged a fresh
case under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA). The PMLA case fol-
lowed a trial court here taking
cognisance of an Income Tax
Department probe against
Young Indian on the basis of a
private criminal complaint filed
by BJP leader Subramanian
Swamy in 2013.

Swamy had accused the
Gandhis and others of con-
spiring to cheat and misap-
propriate funds, with Young
Indian paying only Rs 50 lakh
to obtain the right to recover Rs
90.25 crore that Associated
Journals Limited (AJL) owed to
the Congress. In April, the ED
had questioned Congress lead-
ers Mallikarjun Kharge and
Pawan Bansal in the case. 
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With illegal global pet trade,
habitat loss and hydro-

logical projects threatening the
existence of already endan-
gered Red-crowned Roofed
Turtle (Batagur Kachuga) found
in Ganga lowlands and
Bangladesh, India has submit-
ted a proposal to the United
Nation Convention on
International Trade in
Endangered Species on Wild
Fauna and Flora for addition of
the riverine species to Appendix
I from current Appendix II.

CITES has three appen-
dices. Appendix I has species
threatened with extinction.
Trade in specimens of these
species is permitted only in
exceptional circumstances.
Appendix III contains species
that are protected in at least one
country, which has asked other
CITES parties for assistance in
controlling trade. Batagur
Kachuga is protected under
Schedule I of the Indian
Wildlife (Protection) Act of
1972(amended), according to

which endangered species that
may only be hunted under
exceptional circumstances,
under license from both feder-
al and provincial authorities.

India has sent the propos-
al ahead of the CITES’  nine-
teenth meeting of the
Conference of the Parties at
Panama City  to be held
between 14 – 25 November.
CITES is an international treaty
to ensure that trade in wild ani-
mals and plants do not threat-
en their survival.

Batagur Kachuga is cur-
rently part of Appendix II of
CITES that has species not
necessarily threatened with
extinction, but in which trade
must be controlled to avoid util-
isation incompatible with their
survival.

“B. kachuga is or may be
affected by trade because live
specimens of the species, par-
ticularly males, are recorded to
have been found in interna-
tional trade and recent records
show that trade is ongoing,”
India has submitted. Due to the
ongoing decline in the species’

population and continued
threats to the species, both of
which are expected to contin-
ue into the future, any trade in
the species will have a detri-
mental impact on its status, it
further said.

It is a large, exploited
riverine turtle with selective
habitat requirements, slow
recruitment (generation time
estimated over 25 years) and
threatened by exploitation for
consumption, international pet
trade due to its brilliant col-
oration, and systemic impacts
on its main river habitat, which
have been documented to have
caused steep population
declines, India submitted in the
proposal.

This species is now only
known with certainty to exist in
National Chambal Sanctuary,
with 50 nests over 100 km. It is
likely to be extinct now in
Bangladesh. As a main river
turtle, the species is highly sus-
ceptible to major hydrological
projects and their impacts on
river flow dynamics, nesting
beaches, and water pollution.
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Two terrorists belonging to
the Pakistan based Jaish-e-

Mohammad (JeM) terrorist
outfit were eliminated by the
joint team of the security forces
in village Wandakpora area of
Awantipora in South Kashmir's
Pulwama district on Monday.

The slain terrorists have
been identified as Kaisar
Rashid Koka son of Ab Rashid
Koka resident of Tengpora,
Kaigam and Ishaq Ahmad
Lone son of Ghulam Nabi
Lone resident of Lelhar,
Pulwama.

According to police
records, JeM Commander was
a categorised terrorist. He was
active in the South Kashmir

area since the year 2018 and
had exfiltrated to Pakistan.
After acquiring arms/ammu-
nition and training, he infil-
trated back to Kashmir valley
and was active in the areas of
Awantipora, Pulwama. He was
involved in an IED attack at
Larmoo Awantipora on
02/05/2022 in which 02 CRPF
personnel got injured, added
police spokesman.

According to police the
other terrorist, Ishaq Ahmad
Lone was a hybrid terrorist and
was also involved in several
cases including attacks on
police/security forces and civil-
ian atrocities.

The security forces have
also recovered  arms & ammu-
nition including 01 USA made
rifle (M-4 Carbine), 01 pistol

and other materials from the
site of the encounter.

According to a police
spokesman, "the operation was
launched in the area after
receiving a specific information
regarding the presence of ter-
rorists in village Wandakpora
area of Awantipora".

During the search opera-
tion, as the joint search party
approached towards the sus-
pected spot, the hiding terror-
ists fired indiscriminately upon
the joint search party which
was retaliated effectively lead-
ing to an encounter.

In the ensuing encounter,
2 local terrorists of proscribed
terror outfit JeM were killed
and their bodies were retrieved
from the site of encounter,
police said.
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After remaining suspended
for two consecutive days

the Amarnath Yatra resumed
from the Chandanwari route
on Monday while a fresh batch
of over 3,000 pilgrims were dis-
patched from the Jammu yatri
niwas for an onward journey to
perform pilgrimage. 

On the other hand, the
jawans belonging to the engi-
neering regiment of the Indian
army remained deployed on
ground zero to create an alter-
nate route linking the cave
shrine after the previous one
washed away during incessant
rains in the cave shrine area on
Friday. A total number of 16
pilgrims lost their lives in the
tragedy while search for the
missing ones continued with-
out much success.

In a written statement a
Srinagar based Defence
Spokesman Col Emron Musavi
said, "Specialised mountain
and avalanche rescue teams
have been continuously work-
ing to find any possible signs of
life in the snow bridge near the
cave complex. 

“After the decision was
taken to resume the Amarnath
Yatra from 11 July, there was an
immediate need to create a dif-
ferent route to the holy cave for
the yatris away from the water
channel.” 

He said the Army imme-
diately set to task and worked
overnight to clear the area and
prepare an alternative route,
carrying out ground leveling
and preparing stairs using
sandbags.

During the last two days,
jawans of the Indian army sup-
ported by the teams of NDRF,

SDRF, BSF, ITBP,CRPF
Mountain Rescue Teams of
Jammu and Kashmir police
shifted the pilgrims to safer
locations. IAF also chipped in
with timely evacuation of
injured pilgrims to different
base hospitals and rushed
essential supplies and engi-
neering stores to facilitate dif-
ferent teams working on
ground zero.

E a r l i e r , L i e u t e n a n t
Governor Manoj Sinha also vis-
ited Chandanwari to take stock
of facilities and arrangements
for Amarnathji pilgrims.

The Lt Governor also inter-
acted with doctors, sanitation
workers, volunteers, and peo-
ple running community
kitchens there.

The Lt Governor also took
a round of the DRDO hospital
there and inspected the facili-
ties.
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ASpecial court on Monday
rejected the default bail

plea filed by Maharashtra’s
former Home Minister Anil
Deshmukh and two others in
a corruption case initiated
against them on the ground
that the CBI’s charge-sheet
was “incomplete” and that the
investigation had not been
completed.

Though he pronounced
the one-line operative part of
his order rejecting default bail
plea filed by Deshmukh and
two others, Special CBI Court
Judge SH Gwalani said that he
would pass a detailed order
later. ““Now it is just a one-line
order. Let me get the order
typed and then you will get a
copy of the entire order,” the
Judge told Advocate Sairuchita

Choudhry, appearing for
Deshmukh’s former personal
secretary Sanjeev Palande, who
wanted a copy of the order.

The three accused –
Deshmukh, Palande and the
former State Home Minister’s
personal assistant Kundan
Shinde – had moved the spe-
cial court on the ground the
charge-sheet filed by the CBI
was “incomplete” as it had
not submitted the documents
that are to be submitted along
with the charge-sheet. The
documents were submitted
after the stipulated period of 45
days of arresting the accused in
the case.       

In his plea filed in the
court, Deshmukh’s lawyer
Aniket Nikam said that an
“incomplete” charge-sheet was
filed by the CBI  against his
client.  “Hence the applicant is

entitled to invoke the remedy
of statutory bail as contem-
plated under the provisions of
section 167 (2) of the CrPC,”
the lawyer stated an plea filed
before the court on behalf of
the court.

“Section 167(2) of the
CrPC confers a right of bail on
the accused if the investigating
agency defaults in filing charge
sheet within the time period
stipulated in the section. In ny
client’s case, the CBI filed the
charge sheet on June 2 but it
was incomplete,” Deshmukh’s
lawyer told the court.

“The investigation is said
to be complete if sufficient
material is collected by the
investigating officer, based on
which cognisance can be taken
under Section 167 of the CrPC.
An incomplete charge sheet
filed without completing the

investigation cannot be used to
defeat the right of statutory bail
under Section 167(2) of the
CrPC,” Deshmukh’s plea stat-
ed.

The petitioners had argued
that the charge sheet in the case
– along with relevant docu-
ments ought to have been filed
within 60 days from the arrest
of the accused. Since the con-
dition had not been fulfilled,

the accused had sought default
bail in the case.

It may be recalled that on
April 6, 2022,  the CBI got the
custody of former Home
Minister Anil Deshmukh in a
Rs 400 crore corruption case.

It may be recalled that on
November 2, 2021, the ED had
arrested Deshmukb under the
provisions of Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) on charges of bribery,
conspiracy and misuse of
office. Deshmukh had resigned
from his post as the State
Home Minister on April 5
2021 within hours after the
Bombay High Court ordered a
“Preliminary Enquiry” (PE)
by the CBI into the serious
charges of corruption made
against him by Mumbai’s for-
mer Police Commissioner
Param Bir Singh. He is being

investigated by the CBI and
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
over the allegations of corrup-
tion made by Param Bir Singh.   

It may be recalled that on
March 20, 2021 the former
commissioner of police had
alleged that State Home
Minister Deshmukh had asked

now arrested and dismissed
police officer Sachin Vaze  to
"collect" a staggering Rs 100
crore per month from bars,
restaurants and other sources
in Mumbai.

Deshmukh is being inves-
tigated by the CBI in connec-
tion with a First Information

Report (FIR) registered by it on
April 24 section 7 of the
amended Prevention of
Corruption Act and section
120-b (conspiracy) of IPC for
an “attempt to obtain undue
advantage for important and
dishonest performance of the
public duty”.
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Amajor controversy erupted after
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee

was allegedly "not invited" by the
Kolkata Metro Railway authorities in
an inauguration programme of a new
line connecting Asia’s busiest station at
Sealdah to Sector 5 in Salt Lake. 

Union Minister Smriti Irani inau-
gurated the project during which only
local Trinamool Congress MP Sudip
Bandopadhyay was invited.
Bandopadhyay skipped the programme
alleging lack of courtesy on the part of
the Railway authorities by not inviting
the Chief Minister.

While the BJP claimed that she was
indeed invited to the programme a sub-
sequent invitation card sent to her
house showed no mention of the Chief
Minister. It only contained the names
of the Union Minister and the local MP

and MLA.
“This is highly indecent … you do

not show respect to high dignitaries
like this … they have no regards for the
protocol even,” said Bengal Minister
Firhad Hakim who is also the Kolkata
Mayor and who was also extended the
invitation the way Mamata was  invit-
ed. Incidentally the Chief Minister was
presently in North Bengal. “They were
trying to find a time when she will be
out of Kolkata to organise the show but
the people know how the Chief
Minister played a big role in imple-
menting the project,” said Hakim.

Congress leader Adhir Chowdhury
however said that the project was
actually inaugurated by
then Bengal Chief
Minister Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee and
Union Minister Pranab
Mukherjee in 2009.
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Researchers from IIT Indore
have found that cancer-

causing virus Epstein Barr
Virus (EBV) can infect the
neuronal cells and drive vari-
ous changes in biomolecules
such as fatty acids, carbohy-
drates, and protein compo-
nents, leading to diseases of the
central nervous system as well
as brain cancer. The study is
published in the journal ACS
Chemical Neuroscience.

The EBV virus has been
found to be widely present in
the human population. It usu-
ally does not cause any harm,
but the virus gets reactivated
inside the body in some
unusual conditions like
immunological stress or
immunocompetence. This may
further lead to various com-
plications like a type of blood
cancer called Burkitt’s lym-
phoma, stomach cancer, mul-
tiple sclerosis, and so on.
Earlier studies provided links
of EBV involvement in various
neurodegenerative diseases.
However, how this virus can
affect the cells of the brain and
manipulate them is still unex-
plored.

The researchers utilized
the Raman microspectroscopy
technique, supported by the

Department of Science and
Technology (DST) under FIST
scheme to explore the possible
impacts of a cancer-causing
virus on brain cells. The tech-
nique based on Raman Effect
is a simple, cost-effective tool
to find sensitive chemical
changes in biological samples.

They showed that there
could be timely and gradual
changes in various biomole-
cules in the neuronal cells
under viral inf luence.
Additionally, these changes
were distinct when compared
to the changes observed in
other supportive brain cells
(that is,  astrocyte and
microglia).The team consists of
a group leader from Infection
Bioengineering group at IIT
Indore, Dr. Hem Chandra Jha,
along with his students Omkar
Indari, Shweta Jakhmola, and
Meenakshi Kandpal in col-
laboration with the group
leader of Material and Device
Laboratory (Department of
Physics), Professor Rajesh
Kumar and team including
Dr. Devesh K. Pathak and Ms.
Manushree Tanwar found that
some common biomolecular
changes were observed at times
in these cells.

They observed that the
lipid, cholesterol, proline, and
glucose molecules increased in
the cells under viral influence.
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Sir – Demands for rewriting history have
dominated the Indian political discourse
for quite some time now. Unfortunately, like
every other issue relevant to Indian soci-
ety, this has too devolved into a political
dispute, diverting people from genuine
issues that merit attention. Indian history
needs to be rewritten because it is Delhi-
centric. Most history textbooks today
revolve around Delhi and its neighbour-
hood. Therefore, it is not surprising that all
people remember today from their histo-
ry lessons is the Delhi Sultanate, the
Mughal empire and the British Raj. The
average Indian barely knows anything
about the great kings and kingdoms of the
South.

Rajendra Chola, whose maritime
achievements remain unparalleled, is hard-
ly known outside Tamil Nadu. Even
Marthanda Varma of Travancore, who
defeated the Dutch in the Battle of Colachel,
finds no mention in textbooks. Some may
have come across Krishnadevaraya in the
witty tales of Tenali Rama but that again
constitutes a micro-minority of people.
This neglect is not limited to South India.
The Northeast as well as other regions have
been excluded from the ambit of textbooks.
This regional imbalance in our curriculum
must be rectified since history’s objective
is to understand our past.

Nissim Aggarwal | Chandigarh
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Sir – A lot of similarities are being noticed
these days between the ruling Conservative
Party of Britain and our Shiv Sena in
Maharashtra. Rebellion is happening
there, too. The only difference is that Boris
Johnson did not want to resign at any cost,
as long as possible. But Uddhav Thackeray
here had to leave the CM’s chair. No one
had ever thought that Johnson would get
such a big blow from his own MPs. After
the departure of Finance Minister Rishi
Sunak and Health Minister Sajid Javid, the
floodgates of Ministers’ resignation
opened. Forty-four junior Ministers

resigned, expressing their no-confidence
in Boris.

The question arising here is, after all,
it had been only a few weeks when the no-
confidence motion brought against Boris
was dropped. All the Ministers who have
just quit had voted in his favour. Then what
happened in these 10 days? Perhaps the
Conservative Party lost the seat of Tiverton
and Honiton, a deeply Conservative part
of south-west England, in two byelections
held there. This has raised fresh questions
over the party’s future and even the suc-
cess of Brexit; that’s why the Tories have
decided to shun Boris.

Jang Bahadur Singh | Jamshedpur
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Sir — The state of China is chaotic when
it said that its demography is in crisis. Of
course, it has to be because the country’s
leadership allowed forced sterilisation and
abortion. These were the norms in China’s
heyday as it wanted to manage its burgeon-
ing population by adopting cruel methods

and strict family planning. China is very
aggressive in its approach and now it wants
to return to the old norms of family plan-
ning. We all know that China’s economic
personal niche is because of the right util-
isation of its demographic dividend.

Steeper growth and exuberant econom-
ic revenue have led China to become the
world’s second most powerful economy
after the US. Now the Government is pro-
viding lucrative benefits to promote
Chinese women to have more babies is the
only economic mentality of Chinese lead-
ers. In reality they don’t actually want to
decline financially. Rather, they just want-
ed to stick to the successful formula of
‘more hands, more money’, which ultimate-
ly results in more vibrant economic growth.
China must come out of this stigma and
must not use women as machines to pro-
duce more babies who will ultimately pro-
duce more money.

Kirti Wadhawan | Kanpur
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SOUNDBITE

Russia, but its dependence on
Russian natural gas has anoth-
er story to tell. One of the
most revered global figures —
except by China — His
Holiness the Dalai Lama artic-
ulates it succinctly: “However,
we are so interdependent that
the concept of war has
become outdated. When we
face problems or disagree-
ments today, we have to arrive
at a solution through dialogue.
Dialogue is the only appropri-
ate method. One-sided victo-
ry is no longer relevant. We
must work to resolve conflicts
in a spirit of reconciliation and
always keep in mind the inter-
ests of others. We cannot
destroy our neighbours. We
cannot ignore their interests.
Doing so would ultimately
cause us to suffer.” We all
know that everyone is a
neighbour of everyone else.
They are neighbours, but not
necessarily neighbourly!

Unfortunately, an analyti-
cal perusal of the develop-
ments of the last seven decades
generates little hope in inter-
national organisations like the
UN, UNSC and other bodies
that were expected to min-
imise — if not completely
abolish — violence, wars,
exploitation and production of
lethal nuclear weapons. Is it not
a sad commentary that the
nuclear race stands escalated as
against the great expectations

that it would be totally
banned?

The views of Einstein,
published in the New York
Times on August 16, 1948, say
it all: “We scientists, whose
tragic destiny it has been to
help make the methods of
annihilation ever more grue-
some and more effective,
must consider it our solemn
and transcendent duty to do
all in our power to prevent
these weapons from being
used for the brutal purpose
for which they were invented.
What task could possibly be
more important to us? What
social aim could be closer to
our hearts?”

Human beings are blessed
with unfathomable power of
ideas and imagination. It is the
curiosity that ignites the mind
to explore, discover, innovate
and utilise. Creativity kindles
acquisition of skills, ever open
to refinement, and replaced by
newly discovered ones. It is
these human traits that lead to
the advancement of civilisa-
tions and exploration of the
secrets of nature, leading to
new inventions and discover-
ies in the realm of science and
technology or, in the current
context, information and com-
munication technology. One of
the most significant human
achievements in science and
technology was the first atom-
ic explosion, some 210 miles

south of Los Alamos, New
Mexico, on July 16, 1945.

The generation of enor-
mous amounts of energy was
now within man’s reach and
control. Obviously, scientists
were exploring how it could
help improve human lives,
and how all concerns regard-
ing energy availability could
indeed be resolved in the years
ahead. In the Indian tradition,
any acquisition of knowledge
is of relevance only if it can be
used to better the lives of all
humanity, with all its diversi-
ty accepted and respected:
‘Sarva bhut hite ratah’. One
often comes across references
to Robert Oppenheimer refer-
ring to the famous shloka of
Gita: ‘Brighter than a thousand
suns’! But that was that; pow-
ers that be were thinking about
the destructive possibilities of
the new tool that scientists had
placed at their disposal, and
they had no ethical qualms
that could prevent disastrous
applications of atomic weapons
in Hiroshima and Nagasaki. To
prevent the recurrence, there
has to be sustained depen-
dence on dialogue, discussion
and deliberations. Any laxity
would mean devastation,
destruction and disasters of
unfathomable measure.

(The author works in 
education, social cohesion and
religious amity. The views
expressed are personal.)
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Horizons of violence and
war are fast expanding.
The Russian invasion
of Ukraine lingers on

with no signs of victory or defeat,
no possibility of a reconciliation
or meditation by other nations. It
is inflicting inhuman sufferings
not only on the people of Ukraine
and Russia but on practically
every country, one way or anoth-
er. At this juncture in history, war
anywhere would no longer
remain confined to two nations,
but would drastically impact the
planet as a whole. Is it not really
intriguing that a world devastat-
ed by the pandemic for over two
years finds itself in the midst of
another global crisis which could
cause immeasurable loss to life
and property, coupled with dev-
astating wastage of natural
resources?

There are significant indica-
tions that more war zones could
open up any day. These could
involve Russia and Nato, or the
China-Taiwan-US. There is prac-
tically no visible effort at the inter-
national level to attempt a truce.
On the contrary, the Nato nations,
sitting on the fence, are supplying
arms and ammunition to Ukraine
and publicising it as a great act of
“help”. Obviously, it is a clear act
of inspiring Ukraine to continue
the war. What destiny have
human beings created for them-
selves, the one that includes their
own destruction; nations compet-
ing among themselves in the
race to produce more and more
lethal weapons? Enormous sums
are consumed in this race to pro-
duce lethal weapons. This race
thus becomes one of one-upman-
ship, resulting in widely spread
vested business interests requir-
ing promotion, use and sale to
generate rich dividends. And
that would increase insecurity,
apprehensions, distrust, violence
and wars.

Wars are often referred to as
parts of history, which is factu-
ally correct. However, it must be
remembered that when nations,
regions, principalities and even
village clusters were independent
of each other, victory and defeat
had a specific meaning. Not
now, when everyone is depen-
dent on everyone else. Nato
may impose sanctions against
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In an incident, which caught
the national attention, an
SUV on the Chhindwara-

Nagpur highway on June 11,
2021, split into two parts, fol-
lowing a crash, resulting in the
death of three of the five pas-
sengers. The speeding SUV
rammed into a bridge, while
making an attempt to avoid a
collision with a two-wheeler,
leading to a structural split.

Interestingly, while the
Indian model of this particular
SUV received a mere three-star
safety rating in the Safer Cars
for India campaign under the
Global New Car Assessment
Program (GNCAP), its
Australian counterpart has a
five-star rating under the
Australian NCAP. As regards
child occupant safety, the for-
mer received a meagre two
stars. This is a jarring example

of the gap that exists between
the structural integrity of car
models sold in India vis-a-vis
those sold in other countries,
especially developed nations.

Any road crash scenario
entails two main components.
The first includes the reasons
behind the crash, while the sec-
ond deals with the causes for
injuries or deaths. This is where
essential safety equipment like
seatbelts, Child Restraint
System (CRS), airbags and a
secure, stable, crash-tested
body of the vehicle come into
play. As components of the first
line of defence that safeguard
against possible injuries and
fatality, their absence or inferi-
or quality can prove to be cat-
astrophic. For instance, as wit-
nessed in the SUV split case, a
weak car frame, incapable of
sustaining the impact of a road

crash, is one that would be
unable to ensure the safety of
occupants.

Despite being home to only
one percent of the world’s vehi-
cles, India shoulders 11 percent
of the global road crash fatali-
ty burden. In 2020 alone, India
reported 366,138 road crashes
and 131,714 fatalities. As per
the National Crime Records
Bureau data, crashes caused
due to vehicular defects alone
claimed over 6,000 lives in the
last three years. In India, 59
deaths were recorded per
100,000 registered passenger
four-wheelers in 2019. This
count was over six times high-
er than the corresponding
number for the United States,
which witnessed nine deaths
per 100,000 registered passen-
ger four-wheelers.

Thus far, India did not

have a permanent car safety
assessment rating system and
all new car models were tested
under the temporary Safer Cars
of India campaign within the
Global New Car Assessment
Programme. In a historic move,
on June 24, 2022 the Ministry
of Road Transport and
Highways (MoRTH) issued a
draft notification, introducing
the Bharat New Car
Assessment Programme
(BNCAP). The program uses a
combination of Indian and
International parameters to
assess the safety standards of
M1 category vehicles.
Applicable from April 1, 2023
onwards, this currently volun-
tary assessment will be instru-
mental towards engineering a
shift in consumer behaviour by
helping assign a safety rating to
both manufactured and

imported M1 vehicles.
The M1 category vehicles

used for the carriage of passen-
gers and their luggage and
comprising no more than eight
seats in addition to the driver's
seat would be assessed through
a robust crash testing process.
The assessment would include
side-impact, frontal impact
and pole side-impact tests.
Specifying different require-
ments for adult and child occu-
pants, the tests within this pro-
posed assessment would also
take into consideration poten-
tial modifiers such as occupants
of different sizes or occupants
in different seating positions,
among other similar aspects.

The BNCAP rating is
expected to assist and have an
overall positive impact on con-
sumers, regulators as well as car
manufacturers. Consumer

behaviour studies in countries
that have their own NCAP
ratings have indicated a signif-
icant boost in demand for safer
vehicles. The rating is bound to
make a similar shift in con-
sumer choices in India and the
subsequent manufacture and
supply of safer cars owing to the
demand-pull incentive. A direct
outcome may be the reduction
in road crash injuries and fatal-
ities involving M1 category
passenger vehicles.

A stable structure that pro-
vides adequate protection while
lowering the probability of life-
threatening injuries is the right
of every four-wheeler buyer.
Irrespective of their geograph-
ic locations, all individuals
have the right to expect the
same high safety standards
enjoyed by others buying the
same model elsewhere. BNCAP

will aid in closing the safety rat-
ing gap. BNCAP should
mandatorily be applicable for
all new M1 category vehicles.
Eventually, like Euro NCAP
and the U.S. NCAP, where
even the M2 category vehicles
(vans) are tested, in India too,
the testing should be expand-
ed. Many Indian car manufac-
turers have already begun vol-
untarily testing their four-
wheelers with GNCAP. A few
manufacturers, who are still
uncomfortable, should under-
stand that both customers and
international markets are
increasingly leaning towards
safer cars. Such assessment
would also be highly beneficial
in opening up the larger inter-
national market for cars expor-
ted from India, thereby provid-
ing a significant boost to the
Make in India campaign.
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(Tewari is Founder & 
CEO of SaveLIFE

Foundation, while Shahi is
Senior Manager at SLF.)
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Amid disruption in the global sup-
ply chain and steep spike in the
international crude prices, the
Union Cabinet last week took two

major decisions pertaining to the oil sec-
tor—deregulation of the sale of domesti-
cally-produced crude oil and imposing a
cess or windfall tax of Rs 23,250 per tonne
on crude oil and a special additional excise
duty (SAED) of Rs 6 per litre, Rs 13 per litre
and Rs 6 per litre on exports of petrol,
diesel, and jet fuel respectively.

The Covid-19 pandemic and the ongo-
ing Russia-Ukraine war have acutely
affected the global supply chains, besides
giving legs to the prices of the internatio-
nal crude oil to run briskly.

The government hopes that the
Cabinet decision will spur domestic pro-
duction of crude oil as it offers incentives
to exploration and production (E&P)
companies like Oil India Limited (OIL) and
Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC),
Cairn Oil and Gas, etc., thereby cutting
down on imports of costly oil from glob-
al suppliers. Additionally, the Cabinet
decision will help in curbing fuel shortages
in the domestic market.

Under the extant arrangements, a
condition in Production Sharing Contracts
(PSC) (every E&P company which is
given right or license to explore oil from
a field is required to sign a PSC that lays
down the terms and conditions for explo-
ration, production and marketing of
throughput) requires the operator to sell
crude oil to the government or its nomi-
nee or government companies only.

This meant that domestically produced
crude could only be supplied to refineries
of Indian Oil Corporation Limited (IOCL),
Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Limited
(HPCL), and Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Limited (BPCL), which are
majority-owned and controlled by the
Government. Effective from October 1,
2022, this condition has been waived off,
implying that E&P firms will have freedom
to sell crude oil to whoever they want.

However, the freedom of marketing to
E&P companies will be available only in
respect of sales in the domestic market
even as exports shall continue to be 
prohibited.

In view of domestically produced
crude, constituting barely 15 percent of
India’s demand and public sector refineries
such as IOCL/BPCL, etc., processing bulk
of it, prima facie, E&P firms should have
a readily available outlet for their through-
put even if their sale is restricted to these
government undertakings. But, such sales
are generally hamstrung by bureaucratic
red tape. Giving them freedom to sell,
including to private refineries, will
unshackle them, thereby removing a major
constraint on increasing production.

The freedom to sell could be extrapo-
lated to cover exports, while this would
open up infinite opportunities for the E&P
companies for selling their produce. But,
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The author is a policy
analyst

for a country (read: India) which
has to import 85 percent of its
requirement, this is a bizarre propo-
sition. No sovereign Government
would ever permit it. Therefore,
prohibition on export of crude
rightly continues.

Currently, E&P firms are
allowed to sell their crude at pari-
ty with its international price with-
out any restriction. The steep
increase in the international price
has meant corresponding increase
in the realization for these firms.

The resulting increase in their
profits is due to the fortuitous cir-
cumstances (read: Ukraine war), as
a big slice of global crude supply got
disrupted. These are ‘windfall gains’,
a portion of which is being mopped
up by levy of a windfall tax on
domestic crude. Against a realization
of around US$ 40 per barrel in nor-
mal times, if today producers are get-
ting upto US$ 80 per barrel more,
the Government is justified in tak-
ing away a portion of this bonanza
- Rs 23,250 per tonne or US$ 40 per
barrel, this comes to 50 percent.

However, a stipulation that
“no cess will be imposed on such
quantity of crude that is produced
in excess of last year’s production
by a crude producer” was avoidable.
It will prompt producers to show
more quantity under the ‘incre-
mental’ head to escape levy of cess,
thereby defeating the very purpose. 

The freedom of selling crude by
itself won’t galvanize E&P firms to
boost domestic output. This is
because the majority of the fields
produce both crude oil and natur-
al gas (NG). The NG is subject to
controls on pricing and selling. 

The Government hands out at

least half-a-dozen prices. The NG
flowing from fields given on nom-
ination to ONGC and OIL under
pre-NELP (New Exploration
Licensing Policy) and NELP is cov-
ered under the administered price
mechanism. There is a premium
price for gas extracted from deep
and ultra-deep water fields. Though
market determined, this price is
subject to a cap; in effect, even this
is controlled. 

Other categories include mar-
ket-based price for fields given
under the Hydrocarbon
Exploration Licensing Policy
(HELP) or Open Acreage Licensing
Policy (OALP); special price for
unconventional stuff like shale gas,
coal bed methane (CBM) from
fields given under NELP as well as
HELP; and for small and margin-
al fields whose ownership has been
transferred from ONGC/OIL to
private firms.

Furthermore, marketing (who
gets to sell how much gas and from
which field) is decided by an inter-
ministerial committee, headed by
secretary, ministry of petroleum
and natural gas (MPNG). It creates
a fertile ground for intense lobby-
ing by interest groups to get the best
deal in terms of the price and quan-
tity sold. This distracts attention
from maximizing production even
as E&P firms are focused more on
managing the officials.

In view of above, for E&P
firms to get enthused, alongside
crude, it is also necessary to grant
them freedom for marketing and
pricing of NG. The freedom should
also embrace companies engaged
in refining and marketing of petro-
leum products. 

Although petrol and diesel are
deregulated, de facto central pub-
lic sector undertakings (CPSUs) viz.
IOCL/BPCL/HPCL (they account
for 90 percent of retail outlets) are
not free to fix their prices. These
CPSUs receive tacit instructions
from their bosses to maintain
prices at levels desired by the lat-
ter. For instance, the current pump
price of petrol in Delhi at Rs 97 per
liter, Rs 13 per liter less than the
international parity price.

This artificial suppression of
the retail price by CPSUs has
prompted private refiners such as
Reliance Industries (RIL) and
Nayara Energy to cut supplies to
the domestic market as they can’t
match the prices offered by the for-
mer. In turn, this has led to fuel
shortages in several states such as
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and
Gujarat.

To alleviate shortage, the
Government has come up with a
tax on export of these fuels. It also
wants exporters to supply 50 per-
cent of the quantity of petrol
exported during 2022-23 (30 per-
cent in case of diesel) in the
domestic market. It is missing the
wood for the trees. While domes-
tic prices are artificially kept below
the international prices and a pri-
vate refiner stands to gain by
exporting, merely imposing levy of
export tax creates no deterrence,
and there may be attempts to
fudge data.

To conclude, instead of looking
for short-term palliatives, the Modi
Government should free up the
hydrocarbon sector, covering the
entire supply chain from E&P to
refining and marketing. 
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Russian President Vladimir
Putin signed a decree on

Monday expanding a fast-track
procedure to receive Russian
citizenship to all Ukrainians, in
yet another effort to expand
Moscow's influence in war-
torn Ukraine.

Until recently, only resi-
dents of Ukraine's eastern
Donetsk and Luhansk regions,
as well as residents of the
southern Zaporizhzhia and the
Kherson regions, large parts of
which are under Russian con-
trol, were eligible for the sim-
plified procedure.

Ukrainian officials haven't
yet reacted to Putin's
announcement.

Between 2019, when the
procedure was first introduced
for the residents of Donetsk
and Luhansk, and this year,
more than 720,000 residents of
the rebel-held areas in the two
regions — about 18% of the
population – have received
Russian passports.

In late May, three months
after Russia invaded Ukraine,
the fast-track procedure was
also offered to residents of the
Zaporizhzhia and Kherson
regions. A month ago, the first
Russian passports were report-
edly handed out there.

The move by Putin came as
Russian shelling of Ukraine's
second-largest city killed at
least three people on Monday
and 31 others were injured, the
local administrator said. Hours
earlier, Russian troops
launched three missile strikes

on Kharkiv which the official
described as “absolute terror-
ism”.

Kharkiv regional Governor
Oleh Syniehubov said on
Telegram that the shelling came
from multiple rocket launchers,
and those hospitalised for
injuries suffered in the attacks
included children ages 4 and
16.

“Only civilian structures —
a shopping centre and houses
of peaceful Kharkiv residents
— came under the fire of the
Russians. Several shells hit the
yards of private houses.
Garages and cars were also
destroyed, several fires broke
out,” Syniehubov wrote.

Earlier, he said that one of
the missiles the Russian forces
launched on Kharkiv overnight
destroyed a school, another hit
a residential building, while the
third landed near warehouse
facilities.

“All (three were launched)
exclusively on civilian objects,
this is absolute terrorism!”

Syniehubov said.
Kharkiv resident

Alexander Peresolin said the
attacks came suddenly, without
warning, causing him to lose
consciousness.

“I was sitting and talking to
my wife,” he said. “I didn't
understand what happened.
There were two strikes, two or
three.” Peresolin said neigh-
bours carried him to the base-
ment where he later regained
consciousness.

The strikes came just two
days after a Russian rocket
attack struck apartment build-
ings in eastern Ukraine, killing
at least 24 people. A total of
nine people have been rescued,
emergency officials said.

The attack late Saturday
destroyed three buildings in a
residential quarter of the town
of Chasiv Yar, inhabited most-
ly by people who work in near-
by factories.

Russian attacks in the east
also have continued, with
Luhansk regional Governor

Serhiy Haidai saying on
Monday that the shelling hit
settlements on the administra-
tive border with the Donetsk
region.

Russian forces carried out
five missile strikes and four
rounds of shelling in the area,
Haidai said.

The Luhansk and Donetsk
regions together make up
Ukraine's eastern industrial
heartland known as Donbas,
where separatist rebels have
fought Ukrainian forces since
2014. Earlier this month, Russia
captured the last major strong-
hold of Ukrainian resistance in
Luhansk, the city of
Lysychansk.

After the seizure of
Lysychansk, some analysts pre-
dicted Moscow's troops likely
would take some time to rearm
and regroup, but Ukrainian
officials said there has been no
pause in attacks.

The British military
assessed that Russian troops
weren't getting needed breaks.

The Defence Ministry
tweeted Monday that online
videos suggested at least one
tank brigade in the war was
“mentally and physically
exhausted” as they had been on
active combat duty since the
start of the war on Feb 24.

The British said: “The lack
of scheduled breaks from
intense combat conditions is
highly likely one of the most
damaging of the many per-
sonnel issues the Russian
(Ministry of Defence) is strug-
gling to rectify amongst the
deployed force.” AP

Kharkiv: Russian missiles
pounded Ukraine’s second-
largest city early on Monday,
local administrator said,
describing the attacks as
“absolute terrorism.”

Governor of the Kharkiv
region Oleh Syneihubov said
on Telegram that the Russian
forces only hit civilian targets
in three missile strikes on the
northeastern city.

“All (three were launched)
exclusively on civilian objects,
this is absolute terrorism!”
Syneihubov said.

One of the missiles
destroyed a school, another a
residential building while the
third landed near warehouse
facilities, said Syneihubov.

He said latest reports were
that three people died and 28
were wounded in the attacks.

The strikes came just two
days after a Russian rocket
attack smashed into apartment
buildings in eastern Ukraine,
killing at least 19 people. A total
of eight people have been res-
cued, emergency officials said.

The strike late Saturday
destroyed three buildings in a
residential quarter of the town
of Chasiv Yar, inhabited most-
ly by people who work in near-
by factories. Russian attacks in
the east also have continued,
with the governor of the
Luhansk region saying on
Monday that the shelling hit set-
tlements on the administrative
border with the Donetsk region.

Russian forces carried out

five missile strikes and four
massive rounds of shelling in
the are, Serhiy Haidai said.

The Luhansk and Donetsk
regions together make up
Ukraine’s eastern industrial
heartland known as Donbas,
where separatist rebels have
fought Ukrainian forces since
2014. Russia earlier this month
captured the last major strong-
hold of Ukrainian resistance in
Luhansk, the city of
Lysychansk.

After the seizure of
Lysychansk some analysts pre-
dicted Moscow’s troops likely
would take some time to rearm
and regroup but Ukrainian
officials said there has been no
pause in attacks.

The British military
assessed that Russian troops
weren’t getting needed breaks.

The Defence Ministry
wrote on Twitter on Monday
that online videos suggested at
least one tank brigade in the

war was “mentally and physi-
cally exhausted” as they had
been on active combat duty
since the start of the war in
February.

The British said: “The
lack of scheduled breaks from
intense combat conditions is
highly likely one of the most
damaging of the many per-
sonnel issues the Russian
(Ministry of Defence) is strug-
gling to rectify amongst the
deployed force.” AP
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Amajor gas pipeline from
Russia to Germany was

shutting down for annual
maintenance on Monday amid
German concern that Russia
may not resume the flow of gas
as scheduled.

The Nord Stream 1
pipeline, Germany's main
source of Russian gas, is sched-
uled to be out of action until
July 21 for routine work that
the operator says includes “test-
ing of mechanical elements
and automation systems.” The
operator said the gas flow was
reduced progressively starting
at 6 a.M., German news agency
dpa reported.

German officials are sus-

picious about Russia's inten-
tions, particularly after Russia's
Gazprom last month reduced
the gas flow through Nord
Stream 1 by 60%. Gazprom
cited technical problems
involving a gas turbine power-
ing a compressor station that
partner Siemens Energy sent to
Canada for maintenance and
couldn't be returned because of
sanctions imposed over
Russia's invasion of Ukraine.

Canada said over the week-
end that it would allow the part
to be delivered to Germany, cit-
ing the “very significant hard-
ship” that the German econo-
my would suffer without a
sufficient gas supply.

German politicians have
dismissed Russia's technical

explanation for last month's
reduction in gas flows through
Nord Stream 1, saying the
decision was a political gambit

to sow uncertainty and push up
prices.

German Vice Chancellor
Robert Habeck has said he

suspects that Russia may cite
“some little technical detail” as
a reason not to resume gas
deliveries through the pipeline
after maintenance.

Germany and the rest of
Europe are scrambling to
reduce their dependence on
Russian energy imports.
Germany, which has Europe's
biggest economy, has been get-
ting about 35% of its gas to
power industry and generate
electricity from Russia.

Last month, Habeck acti-
vated the second phase of
Germany's three-stage emer-
gency plan for natural gas sup-
plies, warning that Europe's
biggest economy faced a “cri-
sis” and storage targets for the
winter were at risk. AP
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Tokyo: Japan’s governing party
and its coalition partner scored
a major victory in a parlia-
mentary election Sunday
imbued with meaning after
the assassination of former
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe
amid uncertainty about how
his loss may affect party 
unity.

The Liberal Democratic
Party and its junior coalition
partner Komeito raised their
combined share in the 248-seat
chamber to 146 — far beyond
the majority — in the elections
for half of the seats in the less
powerful upper house.

With the boost, Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida stands
to rule without interruption
until a scheduled election in
2025.

That would allow Kishida
to work on long-term policies
such as national security, his
signature but still vague “new
capitalism” economic policy,
and his party’s long-cherished
goal to amend the U.S.-draft-
ed postwar pacifist constitu-
tion.

A charter change propos-
al is now a possibility. With the
help of two opposition parties
supportive of a charter change,
the governing bloc now has
two-thirds majority in the
chamber needed to propose an
amendment, making it a real-
istic possibility. The governing
bloc already has secured sup-
port in the other chamber.

Kishida welcomed the

major win but wasn’t smiling,
given the loss of Abe and the
hard task of unifying his party
without him. 

In media interviews late
Sunday, Kishida repeated:
“Party unity is more important
than anything else.”

He said responses to
Covid-19, Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine and rising prices will
be his priorities. He said he will
also steadily push for rein-
forcing Japan’s national securi-
ty as well a constitutional
amendment.

Kishida and senior party
lawmakers observed a moment
of silence for Abe at the party
election headquarters before
placing on the whiteboard vic-
tory ribbons next to the names
of candidates who secured
their seats.

Abe, 67, was shot while
giving a campaign speech in
the western city of Nara on
Friday and died of massive
blood loss. He was Japan’s
longest-serving political leader
over two terms in office, and
though he stepped down in
2020 was deeply influential in
the LDP while heading its
largest faction, Seiwakai.

“This could be a turning
point” for the LDP over its divi-
sive policies on gender equal-
ity, same-sex marriages and
other issues that Abe-backed
ultra-conservatives with pater-
nalistic family values had resist-
ed, said Mitsuru Fukuda, a cri-
sis management professor at

Nihon University.
Japan’s current diplomatic

and security stance is unlikely
to be swayed because funda-
mental changes had already
been made by Abe. His ultra-
nationalist views and prag-
matic policies made him a
divisive figure to many, includ-
ing in the Koreas and China.

Following the assassina-
tion, Sunday’s vote took on new
meaning, with all of Japan’s
political leaders emphasizing
the importance of free speech
and defending democracy
against acts of violence.

Abe’s killing may have
resulted in sympathy votes.
Turnout on Sunday was around
52%, up about 3 points from
the previous 48.8% in 2019. AP
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Tokyo: Boosted by a new elec-
tion mandate, Japanese Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida on
Monday called for party unity
for political stability and to
achieve the assassinated former
leader Shinzo Abe’s unfinished
goals of strengthening the mil-
itary and revising the war-
renouncing constitution.

Kishida’s governing Liberal
Democratic Party and its junior
coalition partner Komeito
secured a solid majority of
seats in the parliament’s upper
house in elections Sunday that
were imbued with meaning
after Abe was shot to death
while campaigning 
Friday.

Kishida welcomed the vic-
tory but also acknowledged
that unifying the party will be
a hard task without Abe, who
even after resigning as prime
minister in 2020 had led a pow-
erful party faction.

“Because we’ve lost a great
leader, undeniably we could be
affected in many ways,” Kishida
said. “Our party must unite as
we face difficult issues.”

At a time of security and
economic challenges in and
outside Japan, Abe’s death is
most regrettable, Kishida 
said. “We will inherit his will and
tackle the issues he had to leave
unachieved,” including an
amendment to the US-drafted
postwar pacifist 
constitution. AP
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Tokyo: The shooting sent
shudders through low-crime,
orderly Japan: A prominent
politician was killed by a man
emerging from a crowd, wield-
ing a homemade firearm so
roughly constructed it was
wrapped in tape. 

The 40-centimeter-long
(16-inch) weapon used to kill
former Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe on Friday as he cam-
paigned for his ruling party in
western Japan, looked crude,
more like a propellant made of
pipes taped together and filled
with explosives. 

A raid of the suspect’s
home, a one-room apartment
in Nara, turned up several
such guns, police said. Unlike

standard weapons, homemade
guns are practically impossible
to trace, making an investiga-
tion difficult. 

Firearms are rarely used in
Japan, where most attacks
involve stabbings or dousing a
place with gasoline and setting
it ablaze, or running haywire on

the street in a vehicle.
Strict gun control laws

likely forced the attacker to
make his own weapon. Tetsuya
Yamagami, who was arrested
on the spot, was a former
member of Japan’s navy and
knew how to handle and
assemble weapons. 

Crime experts say instruc-
tions on how to make guns are
floating around on the internet
and guns can be made with a
3D printer. 

Some analysts character-
ized the attack on Abe as “lone-
wolf terrorism.” In such cases,
the perpetrator plots and acts
alone, with the solitary nature
of the crime also making it dif-
ficult to detect in advance. AP
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Warsaw: Poland's leaders
marked the anniversary of the
World War II-era Ukrainian
massacre of Poles Monday by
stressing that only the full
truth about the neighbourly
violence that Poland describes
as genocide can strengthen
and serve bilateral ties in the
future. 

Polish President Andrzej
Duda and Prime Minister
Mateusz Morawiecki said dur-
ing the observances of the Day
of Memory of the Victims of
Genocide that this is the best
time to condemn the murder of
Polish civilians by Ukrainians
during and just after World
War II and to build proper
graves for them. 

“Let this truth in fact serve
as a foundation ... For new rela-

tions between our nations and
societies, that ... Both our
nations and our states need
very much for the future in
order to turn weakness into
strength,” Duda said. 

Poland is among the
staunchest allies of Ukraine in
its defense against Russia's
aggression, saying Ukraine is
fighting also in Poland's inter-
est. Millions of Ukrainian
refugees have found shelter in
Poland since Russia's Feb. 24
invasion. Poland is providing
political support, weapons and
routes for Ukraine's exports,
especially grain. 

The violence that occurred
between 1942 and 1945
remains a point of contention,
however. For decades under
Moscow's control, the violence

was a taboo theme, and it
remains hard to discuss
between the 
neighbors.

Historians say that more
than 100,000 Poles, including
women and even the smallest
children, perished at the hands
of their Ukrainian neighbours
in a nationalist drive in areas
that were then in southeastern
Poland and are mostly in
Ukraine now. 

July 11, 1943, marked the
peak of the violence, known as
"Bloody Sunday," when the
fighters of the Organization of
Ukrainian Nationalists carried
out coordinated attacks on
Poles praying in or leaving
churches in more than 100 vil-
lages, chiefly in the Volhynia
region. AP
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New Delhi: As Sri Lanka’s cri-
sis peaked this weekend, two
men in the center of the tur-
moil brought about by the
country’s economic collapse
promised they would heed the
call of tens of thousands of
angry protesters and resign.

One is President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa, the last of six mem-
bers of the country’s most
influential family who was still
clinging to power.

The other is Rajapaksa’s
chosen prime minister, Ranil
Wickremesinghe, a seasoned
opposition politician who was
brought in to steer the country
out of the abyss.

On Saturday, massive
crowds descended on the cap-
ital, Colombo, broke into
Rajapaksa’s official residence
and occupied his seaside office.
Hours later, as leaders of polit-
ical parties in Parliament called
for both leaders to step down,
protesters also stormed
Wickremesinghe’s residence
and set it on fire.

The culmination of
monthslong protests on
Saturday led to both of them
agreeing to step down.
Rajapaksa, whose whereabouts
are unknown, said he would
leave office on Wednesday,

according to the parliamentary
speaker. Wickremesinghe said
he would depart as soon as
opposition parties agree on a
unity government.

Here is a closer look at
their rise and fall:

Gotabaya Rajapaksa
For decades, the powerful

land-owning Rajapaksa family
had dominated local politics in
their rural southern district
before Mahinda Rajapaksa was
elected president in 2005.
Appealing to the nationalist
sentiment of the island’s
Buddhist-Sinhalese majority,
he led Sri Lanka into a tri-
umphant victory over ethnic
Tamil rebels in 2009, ending a
26-year brutal civil war that had
divided the country. His
younger brother, Gotabaya,
was a powerful official and mil-
itary strategist in the Ministry
of Defense.

Mahinda remained in
office until 2015, when he lost
to the opposition led by his for-
mer aide. But the family made
a comeback in 2019, when
Gotabaya won the presidential
election on a promise to restore
security in the wake of the
Easter Sunday terrorist sui-
cide bombings that killed 290

people.
He vowed to bring back

the muscular nationalism that
had made his family popular
with the Buddhist majority,
and to lead the country out of
an economic slump with a
message of stability and devel-
opment.

Instead, he made a series
of fatal mistakes that ushered
in an unprecedented crisis.

As tourism plunged in the
wake of the bombings and for-
eign loans on controversial
development projects - includ-
ing a port and an airport in the
president’s home region - need-
ed to be repaid, Rajapaksa dis-
obeyed economic advisers and
pushed through with the largest
tax cuts in the country’s histo-
ry. It was meant to spur spend-

ing, but critics warned it would
slash the government’s
finances. Pandemic lockdowns
and an ill-advised ban on
chemical fertilizers further hurt
the fragile economy.

The country soon ran out
of money and couldn’t repay its
huge debts. Shortages of food,
cooking gas, fuel and medicine
stoked public anger at what
many saw as mismanagement,
corruption and nepotism.

The family’s unravelling
began in April, when growing
protests forced three Rajapaksa
relatives, including the finance
minister, to quit their Cabinet
posts and another to leave his
ministerial job. In May, gov-
ernment supporters attacked
protesters in a wave of violence
that left nine dead. The anger

of the protesters turned to
Mahinda Rajapaksa, who was
pressured to resign as prime
minister and took refuge on a
heavily fortified naval base.

But Gotabaya refused to
go, triggering chants in the
streets of “Gota Go Home!”
Instead, he saw his savior in
Ranil Wickremesinghe.

Ranil Wickremesinghe
A six-time prime minister,

Wickremesinghe’s latest stint
was arguably the most chal-
lenging. Appointed in May by
Rajapaksa, he was brought in to
help restore international cred-
ibility as his government nego-
tiated a bailout package with
the International Monetary
Fund.

Wickremesinghe, who also
was the finance minister,
became the public face of the
crisis, delivering weekly
addresses in Parliament as he
kicked off difficult negotia-
tions with financial institu-
tions, lenders and allies to fill
the coffers and give some relief
to impatient citizens.

He raised taxes and
pledged to overhaul a govern-
ment that had increasingly
concentrated power under the
presidency, a model many say

tipped the country into crisis.
In his new job, he left lit-

tle doubt about the grave future
ahead. “The next couple of
months will be the most dif-
ficult ones of our lives,” he
told Sri Lankans in early
June, a few weeks before he
said in Parliament that the
country had hit rock bottom.
“Our economy has com-
pletely collapsed,” he said.

Ultimately, observers say,
he lacked both political heft
and public support to get the
job done. He was a one-man
party in Parliament - the
only lawmaker from his party
to hold a seat after it suffered
a humiliating defeat in a
2020 election.

His reputation had
already been sullied by his
previous stint as prime min-
ister, when he was in a diffi-
cult power-sharing arrange-
ment with then-President
Maithripala Sirisena. A com-
munication breakdown
between them was blamed for
intelligence lapses that led to
the 2019 terror attack.

With no respite for peo-
ple waiting in line for fuel,
food and medicine,
Wickremesinghe became
increasingly unpopular. Many

of the protesters say his
appointment simply put off
pressure on Rajapaksa to
resign. But analysts are doubt-

ful whether a new leader can do
much more, instead fearing
that the political uncertainty
will only intensify the crisis.
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Washington: After members of
the far-right Oath Keepers
extremist group stormed the
US Capitol on January 6, 2021,
their leader called someone on
the phone with an urgent mes-
sage for then-President Donald
Trump, another extremist told
investigators. 

While gathered in a private
suite at the Phoenix Park Hotel,
an Oath Keeper member says
he heard their leader, Stewart
Rhodes, repeatedly urge the
person on the phone to tell
Trump to call upon militia
groups to fight to keep the pres-
ident in power. 

“I just want to fight,”
Rhodes said after hanging up
with the person, who denied
Rhodes' appeal to speak direct-
ly to the president, court
records say. 

Federal prosecutors have
not said who they believe
Rhodes was speaking to on that
call, which was detailed in
court documents in the case of

an Oath Keeper member who
has pleaded guilty in the riot. 

An attorney for Rhodes
says the call never happened. 

The story, however, has
raised questions about whether
the extremist group boss may
have had the ear of someone
close to Trump on January 6 -
an issue that could take center
stage when the House com-
mittee that’s investigating the
insurrection holds its next pub-
lic hearing on Tuesday. 

The January 6 committee
has said it is looking closely at
any ties between people in
Trump’s orbit and extremist
groups accused of helping put
into motion the violence at the
Capitol. 

Top leaders and members
of the Oath Keepers and anoth-
er far-right group - the Proud
Boys - have been charged with
seditious conspiracy in the
most serious cases the Justice
Department has brought so far
in the January 6 attack. AP

Washington: President Joe
Biden is hosting a “celebration”
of a new bipartisan law meant
to reduce gun violence that,
after just 16 days in effect,
already has been overshad-
owed by yet another mass
shooting.

The bill, passed after recent
gun rampages in Buffalo, New
York, and Uvalde, Texas, incre-
mentally toughens require-
ments for young people to buy
guns, denies firearms to more
domestic abusers, and helps
local authorities temporarily
take weapons from people
judged to be 
dangerous. 

But the South Lawn event
comes a week after a gunman
in Highland Park, Illinois,
killed seven people at an
Independence Day parade. AP

New York: The father of an al-
Qaeda operative convicted of
conspiring to bomb the New
York subway in 2009 has been
deported from the US to
Afghanistan by authorities
here. Mohammed Wali Zazi,
66, was convicted of visa fraud,
obstruction of justice and con-
spiracy to obstruct justice in
February 2012.

The US Immigration and
Customs Enforcement’s (ICE)
Enforcement and Removal
Operations (ERO) Denver
Field Office removed Zazi from
the country on June 13 to
Afghanistan via commercial
air flights, a statement issued by
the agency said Friday.

Zazi’s son, Najibullah Zazi,
is a member of al-Qaeda and
was convicted of conspiring to
bomb the New York subway in
2009. Zazi had entered the US
in August 1990 and became a

naturalised citizen in October
2007. After a US district judge
for the eastern district of New
York had convicted him in
February 2012, he was sen-
tenced to 54 months in feder-
al prison.

Zazi’s naturalisation was
revoked in November 2018 by
the US magistrate judge in the
United States District Court for
the district of Colorado, and his
Certificate of Naturalisation
was cancelled.

He was issued a Notice to
Appear in July 2019 in
Centennial, Colorado. The
immigration judge in Denver
denied any relief to Zazi and
ordered him removed to
Afghanistan in February this
year. ERO escorted Zazi on his
removal from the U.S, and he
arrived in Kabul, Afghanistan,
via the Hamid Karzai
International Airport. AP

Alabama: Descendants of the
last African people abducted
into slavery and brought to
America’s shores gathered over
the weekend on the banks of an
Alabama river to pay tribute to
their ancestors. The descen-
dants of the 110 people aboard
the Clotilda, the last known
slave ship to bring enslaved
African people to the United
States, held a ceremony to
mark the anniversary of the
vessel’s arrival.

Dressed in white and walk-
ing slowly to the beat of an
African drum, the descendants
made their way to the banks of
the Mobile River near Alabama’s
coast. A wreath of white, yellow
and red flowers was released into
the waters. AP

Kansas City: A shooting out-
side a bar in Kansas City where
off-duty police officers were
working security has left one
person dead and five others
hurt, authorities said.

The shooting happened
about 11 pm Sunday following
a disturbance inside Westport
Ale House, TV stations KCTV
and KMBC reported from the
scene, citing the Missouri State
Highway Patrol.

Three off-duty Kansas City
officers were working security
at the bar, and they returned fire
during the shooting. There
were no reports of officers
being injured in the shooting.
“In a situation like this, you can’t
really predict something that’s
going to happen, but there
were precautions taken by the
Ale House,” said highway patrol
Sgt Bill Lowe. AP

London: The race to replace
Boris Johnson as Conservative
Party leader and the next
British Prime Minister widened
further on Monday as Foreign
Secretary Liz Truss became
another high-profile contes-
tant entering the fray to go
head-to-head with British
Indian former minister Rishi
Sunak.

Truss' junior minister in
the Foreign, Commonwealth
and Development Office
(FCDO), Muzaffarabad-born
Rehman Chishti, also entered
the contest to become the sec-
ond Pakistani-origin minister
alongside UK-born former
Health Secretary Sajid Javid.

It takes the total number
of candidates to 11, including
Indian-origin Attorney General
Suella Braverman, Iraqi-ori-
gin Nadhim Zahawi, Nigerian-

origin Kemi Bedanoch, Tory
backbencher Tom Tugendhat,
former foreign secretary Jeremy
Hunt, Trade Minister Penny
Mordaunt and Transport
Secretary Grant Shapps.

Another senior Indian-ori-
gin candidate considering a
leadership bid is UK Home
Secretary Priti Patel, who is
expected to pitch herself as a
committed Brexiteer and is
reportedly looking to bring
other Brexit hardliners, like
Braverman and Badenoch, into
her camp. AP

Pamplona: A Spanish Red
Cross spokesman said three
people were gored and three
others suffered bruises in a
tense fifth bull run at
Pamplona’s San Fermín
Festival on Monday.

It was the first run with
gorings in the festival so far
this year. There are three
more daily runs before it fin-
ishes Thursday. 

Red Cross worker José
Aldaba told Spanish National
Television that one man was
gored on the street, while two
others were stabbed by a
bull´s horn inside the bullring
at the end of the run. 

Television images showed
one bull repeatedly tossing
and butting one runner
against the wooden barriers
on the edge of the ring and
then goring another in the
back of the leg.

The spectacle lasted just
over three minutes as hun-
dreds of runners, mostly men,
ran frantically ahead and
alongside six fighting 
bulls. AP

Washington: For more than
two years, the Biden adminis-
tration has said that
Palestinians are entitled to the
same measure of “freedom,
security and prosperity”
enjoyed by Israelis. Instead,
they’ve gotten US aid and per-
mits to work inside Israel and
its Jewish settlements.

The inconsistency is likely
to come up when President Joe
Biden visits Israel and the
occupied West Bank this week
for the first time since assum-
ing office.

Israeli officials will likely
point to the thousands of work
permits issued to Palestinians
in the West Bank and Gaza,
allowing them to make far
higher wages and injecting
much-needed cash into

economies hobbled by Israeli
restrictions. 

Biden will likely tout the
tens of millions of dollars in aid
to the Palestinians he restored
after it was cut off during the
Trump years. 

Supporters say such eco-
nomic measures improve the
lives of Palestinians and help
preserve the possibility of an
eventual political 
solution.

But when Biden is driven
past Israel’s towering separation
barrier to meet with
Palestinians in the West Bank
town of Bethlehem, he will hear
a very different story - about
how Israel is cementing its
decades-long military rule over
millions of Palestinians, with
no end in sight. AP

Beirut: A Saudi opposition
party said Sunday that one of
its founding members was
killed in the Lebanese capital,
Beirut.

The National Assembly
Party, whose members live in
exile, said that founding mem-
ber Manea Al-Yami was slain in
“complicated circumstances”.

“Upon the news of the
assassination, the party has
been trying to verify its details
and motives,” the statement
said. 

“The party also holds the
Saudi authorities responsible
for exposing the people of this
country to danger, forcing
them to live in exile, and reside
in unsafe environments
because of their political beliefs
or their demands for human

rights.” The Lebanese Internal
Security Forces issued a state-
ment saying that Al-Yami’s two
brothers stabbed him to death
in the southern Beirut suburb
of Dahiyeh on Saturday
evening. 

The two brothers are in
custody and admitted they
murdered Al-Yami due to
“family reasons”, the statement
said.

Saudi Arabia’s ambassador
to Lebanon Waleed Bukhari
issued a brief statement on the
killing, saying in a tweet that he
“highly appreciated the efforts
of the Lebanese Internal
Security Forces in uncovering
the facts and bringing the per-
petrators to justice for the
murder of a Saudi citizen killed
in Beirut’s southern suburbs”.

Jerusalem: The leaders of two
parties in Israel’s outgoing gov-
ernment coalition announced
Sunday that they would run as
political partners in the upcom-
ing parliamentary 
elections. 

The announcement by
Gideon Saar and Benny Gantz
was the first shift in Israel’s
political landscape since the
Knesset voted to dissolve itself
June 30 and send the country
back to the polls to elect a new
parliament. 

Israel will hold its fifth
elections in under four years in
November after the govern-
ment headed by Prime
Minister Naftali Bennett col-
lapsed last month. AP
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Alkem Laboratories expects
the Indian pharmaceutical

industry to rebound to 8-11 per
cent growth rate with normal-
cy in activities as the pandem-
ic eases out but feels inflation-
ary pressures and evolving reg-
ulatory norms will be key risks
to watch out for.

In its annual report for
2021-22, Alkem said the future
of the domestic pharmaceuti-
cal market continues to hold
immense potential led by
favourable demographics,
growing disposable incomes,
increased access to healthcare
facilities, growing conscious-
ness towards healthcare, and
increasing penetration of med-
ical insurance.

On the outlook for the
domestic business, it said,"With
easing out of COVID-19
restrictions, resumption of trav-
el, normalisation of supply
chain and manufacturing activ-
ities, reopening of schools and
offices, and a resumption of
deferred elective medical treat-
ments, the Indian pharmaceu-
tical industry is expected to
rebound to a normalised
growth rate of 8-11 per cent."

The company said that
globally also, COVID-19 relat-
ed quarantines and shutdowns
led to deferment of elective
medical procedures and

patients remaining less engaged
with healthcare, resulting in
delayed diagnosis and treat-
ment, especially for those con-
ditions which were asympto-
matic. However, Alkem
said,"inflationary pressures in
terms of higher raw material
and packaging material prices,
increased freight rates, and
evolving regulatory norms will
be the key risks to watch out
for."

Maintaining its positive
stance on the Indian pharma-
ceutical market, Alkem said its
"dominance in the acute seg-
ment with market-leading
mega brands, a large field force,
and a widespread supply chain
and distribution network puts
Alkem on a strong footing in
the domestic market."

In the chronic segment, the

company is growing "at a fast
clip" to emerge as a significant
player. Regular new product
launches, including biosimilars,
should continue to contribute
to its growth and fill portfolio
gaps.

On other growth drivers,
Alkem said entry into new
therapies/sub-therapies would
also be an important lever of
growth going forward.

On the outlook for the US
business, the world's largest
pharmaceutical market, Alkem
said led by new product
launches and USFDA compli-
ant manufacturing facilities, it
is positive about its growth
prospects there despite the
pricing challenges, intense
competition, and stricter reg-
ulatory compliance require-
ments.
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Equity benchmarks ended
three days of gains to close

modestly in the red on
Monday, weighed by bearish
global cues and robust selling
in IT counters following lack-
lustre Q1 results from TCS.

The rupee dropping to a
fresh lifetime low against the
US dollar further sapped risk
appetite.

The 30-share BSE Sensex,
which opened on the backfoot,
witnessed strong buying in
late-afternoon trade. However,
it could not sustain the
momentum and closed 86.61
points or 0.16 per cent lower at
54,395.23.

On similar lines, the broad-
er NSE Nifty dipped 4.60 points
or 0.03 per cent to end at
16,216.

Bharti Airtel was the
biggest loser among the Sensex

constituents, dropping 5.03 per
cent, followed by TCS which
lost 4.64 per cent after its earn-
ings failed to match market
expectations.

The country's largest soft-
ware exporter TCS on Friday
reported a 5.2 per cent rise in
June quarter net profit to Rs
9,478 crore, restricted by the
impact of annual wage hikes
and promotions that took oper-
ating profit margins to multi-
quarter lows.

Spooked by the results,
other IT stocks too suffered
strong losses in Monday's ses-
sion, with HCL Tech, Infosys,
Wipro and Tech Mahindra
shedding up to 4.10 per cent.

In contrast, Tata Steel,
M&M, Dr Reddy's, ICICI
Bank, Asian Paints, Axis Bank
and Reliance Industries
climbed as much as 3.04 per
cent.

"As the domestic market

turned its focus towards quar-
terly results, the weak start of
IT earnings wounded the sen-
timents, forcing benchmark
indices to open on a weak note.
However, with support from
banking, metal and energy
stocks, the domestic market
managed to pare its losses to
close flattish," said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research at Geojit
Financial Services.

Ajit Mishra, VP - Research,
Religare Broking, said amid the
mixed global sentiment, the
focus should be on the upcom-
ing macroeconomic data (IIP
and CPI) and earnings for
cues. "We reiterate our positive
view and expect Nifty to test
16,500 soon. Participants
should align their positions
accordingly and continue with
the 'buy on dips' approach till
the Nifty holds 15,900 levels,"
he noted.

In the broader markets, the
BSE smallcap gauge jumped
1.07 per cent and the midcap
index gained 0.63 per cent.

Among BSE sectoral
indices, teck fell the most by
3.08 per cent, followed by IT
(2.70 per cent), capital goods
(0.38 per cent) and telecom

(0.06 per cent). Power emerged
as the biggest gainer with a
jump of 4.21 per cent, followed
by utilities (4.17 per cent), oil
& gas (1.97 per cent) and ener-
gy (1.84 per cent).

World markets traded
lower ahead of release of US
inflation data, which will pro-
vide clues on further rate hikes
by the Federal Reserve.

In Asia, markets in
Shanghai, Hong Kong and
Seoul settled lower following
reports that China has imposed
fines on tech giants Tencent
and Alibaba. However, Tokyo
closed in the green.

Bourses in Europe were
trading lower in mid-session
deals. The US markets had
ended on a mixed note on
Friday. Meanwhile, interna-
tional oil benchmark Brent
crude declined 1.48 per cent to
USD 106.3 per barrel.

The rupee depreciated by
22 paise to close at a fresh life-
time low of 79.48 (provisional)
against the US dollar on
Monday. Foreign institutional
investors remained net sellers
on Friday, offloading shares
worth Rs 109.31 crore, as per
exchange data. 
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The rupee depreciated by 19
paise to close at its fresh

lifetime low of 79.45 against the
US dollar on Monday amid
broad-based dollar demand
and foreign capital outflows.

However, receding crude
oil prices in the international
market restricted the loss for
the rupee, which posted its
third straight session of decline.

At the interbank forex mar-
ket, the local unit opened weak
at 79.30 against the greenback
and witnessed an intra-day
high of 79.24 and a low of
79.50.

It finally settled at 79.45,
down 19 paise over its previous
close of 79.26.

The dollar index, which
measures the greenback's
strength against a basket of six
currencies, advanced 0.56 per
cent to 107.60.
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The country's exports of
leather and leather prod-

ucts would cross USD 6 billion
in 2022-23 on account of grow-
ing demand for these products
in global markets, CLE said on
Monday.

Council for Leather
Exports (CLE) Chairman
Sanjay Leekha said that the
changes in global market
dynamics caused by the pan-
demic have created huge export
opportunities for the sector.

“The emerging business
opportunities coupled with the
slew of trade agreements signed
and in pipeline and the active
support of the government will
help in sustaining the export

growth in the remaining
months of this year,” he said.

“Considering these factors,
the industry is confident of
crossing the export value of
USD 6 billion this year,”
Leekha said, adding the sector
is aiming at USD 10 billion by
2025-26.

The shipments from the
sector rose by 32.5 per cent to
USD 4.9 billion in 2021-22
from USD USD 3.7 billion in
the previous year.

Leekha said that healthy
export growth witnessed in
2021-22 is continuing this year
also, with export of leather,
leather products and footwear
increasing from USD 621.50
million in April–May 2021 to
USD 887.40 million in April –

May 2022.
“Export to USA has regis-

tered a growth of about 78.5
per cent, increasing from USD
128.49 million in April – May
2021 to USD 229.40 million in
April– May 2022,” he said
adding shipments to India's
largest market - Europe too
registered a growth of 44.6
per cent to USD 317.04 million
during the first two months of
this fiscal.

Further exports to other
potential markets like Canada,
Australia, the UAE have also
grown this year.

The signing of trade pacts
with the UAE and Australia
would help in further boosting
the outbound shipments,
Leekha said.
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Armed with the latest tech-
nology tools, watchdog

Sebi has unearthed a large
number of insider trading and
front-running cases where
'mule accounts' were being
used and is now in the process
of bringing to book the main
culprits, many of whom could
be big names in the capital
market and the corporate
world, top sources said.

There has already been a
deluge of orders from the
Securities and Exchange Board
of India (Sebi) on insider trad-
ing and front-running related
cases in recent months, which
has been attributed by some to
suspected lapses during the
COVID-19 pandemic induced
remote work on surveillance
front required from market
intermediaries like brokers and
mutual funds.

The sources, however, said
that a lot more orders are to be
passed soon and the main rea-
son for that is Sebi's surveil-
lance mechanism has become
almost 100-times more effec-
tive with the use of the latest
technologies.

"We are using high-tech
algorithms, artificial intelli-
gence, big data and a lot more.
Also, we can now analyse all
the data sets much more effi-

ciently and at a lot faster speed.
We are able to see very clearly
from the data analysis that
there has been a case of front
running or insider trading,
but what is still taking time is
pinning the blame on the cul-
prits," one of the sources
explained.

"The problem is that fraud-
sters are also using new tech-
nologies, they are not using
normal phone calls and mes-
sages as call data records can
easily establish the links. 

“They all are using sophis-
ticated messaging platforms
that are fully encrypted and
therefore, we have to look for
other ways to establish the
connection," another source
said.

All sources and officials
talked on the condition of
anonymity, citing confiden-
tiality attached to ongoing
investigations.

Another source said it is
not so that the cases of insider
trading and front running have
gone up sharply during the
pandemic period alone.

"It is a fact that some of our
traditional surveillance mea-
sures such as recording of calls
or CCTV coverage were not as
effective when many market
participants started working
from home during the pan-
demic, but that is not the main
reason behind the surge in the

number of cases coming to
light.

"There has been an entire
industry of mule accounts for-
ever and they have become
much smarter now. But what
has changed now is that we are
now in a better position to
catch them and therefore you
are seeing a surge in cases.

"The challenge now is to
connect the culprits to the
cases and we are trying new
things for that," the source
added. 

Explaining the trend, a top
official said there have been
two sides to the trend witnessed
during the pandemic, with the
remote working culture bring-
ing to fore greater productivi-
ty at lesser costs, as also misuse
of technology and some laps-
es on the surveillance front.

"But, on a net-net basis, the
remote working has more pos-
itives than the negatives," the
official said while noting that
the online dispute redressal
mechanism that Sebi has
announced recently is also part
of the learnings made during

the pandemic.
"It was also felt that wh

everyone needed to come to
Mumbai for hearings. Remote
hearings are going to continue.
There is no point in making
everyone come to Mumbai or
Delhi or another regional head-
quarter for each and every
case. This not only helps those
being called for a hearing but
also improves the productivi-
ty at the regulator's level," the
official added.

Describing technology as
always being a double-edged
sword, the sources said if it is
helping the regulator to detect
the cases easily, it is also help-
ing the fraudsters devise newer
ways to escape scrutiny.

"But, what has helped Sebi
in the last few years and what
would help us bring all the cul-
prits to the book is a big team
of talented youngsters working
with us who are amazingly
good at deploying the latest
technologies to catch the mis-
creants," one of the sources
cited above said.

In spite of increased volatil-
ity and economic disruption as
a result of the pandemic, the
capital market turnover has
witnessed a healthy uptick,
including by over 70 per cent
during 2020-21 when the
COVID crisis was at its peak.
Along with the overall increase
in turnover, the participation of

different classes of investors has
also increased.

The average daily turnover
in the equity cash segment of
retail investors, who are classi-
fied as individuals, increased by
more than 110 per cent in
2020-21, while the number of
total Demat accounts also rose
by more than one-third.

Also, out of the new Demat
accounts opened in 2020-21,
approximately 98 per cent of
the new accounts were opened
by retail clients.

The year also saw nearly 44
per cent of cases taken up for
investigation by the Sebi being
related to market manipulation
and price rigging, while 32 per
cent pertained to insider trad-
ing. Sebi has also been crack-
ing down on entities involved
in front-running and insider
trading activities through the
latest messaging platforms like
Telegram, while it is also tak-
ing the help of digital forensic
services in investigations as
well as for onsite data acquisi-
tion during search and seizure
operations.

Last week, Sebi also pro-
posed the applicability of insid-
er trading rules to dealing in
mutual fund units to initiate
serious enforcement actions
against those who misuse the
sensitive non-public informa-
tion pertaining to such invest-
ment products.
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Maruti Suzuki India (MSI)
on Monday said it has

commenced bookings for its
upcoming mid-sized SUV
Grand Vitara. 

The customers can pre-
book Grand Vitara — which
would compete with the likes
of Hyundai Creta, Kia Seltos
and Tata Harrier, among oth-
ers — with an initial payment
of Rs 11,000. 

"With the model, we are
looking to strengthen pres-
ence in the segment where we
currently lag behind the com-
petition," MSI Senior Executive
Director (Sales & Marketing)
Shashank Srivastava told PTI. 

He noted that the model is
well suited for Indian condi-
tions and would come with
multiple trims featuring a mild
and strong hybrid system
mated to a petrol powertrain. 

The model would be pro-
duced at Toyota Kirloskar
Motor's Karnataka-based plant
as per the global collaboration
pact inked between Toyota
and Suzuki. 

Srivastava noted that the
new model with strong hybrid
technology would deliver class-
leading fuel efficiency.

He, however, did not share

the actual figures. 
Srivastava noted that

unlike the compact SUV seg-
ment, which has many models,
the mid-SUV segment is less
crowded in terms of competi-
tion and therefore offered
growth opportunities. 

"Our market share is
already very less in the seg-
ment, so with the new model
we would like to change that,"
he added. 

The Grand Vitara would be
globally unveiled on July 20,
with production set to begin in
August.  The actual launch is
expected during the upcoming
festive season, Srivastava said. 

Leveraging the expertise of
Suzuki design and engineering
and born from a legacy of SUV
capabilities, the Grand Vitara
with its bold SUV design,
sophisticated interiors, power-
trains and segment-leading
features is all set to make a
strong statement, MSI said.
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Digital financial services
firm Paytm's loan dis-

bursement jumped nearly
nine-fold to Rs 5,554 crore
through 84.78 lakh transac-
tions in the April-June quar-
ter, reaching an annualised
run rate of Rs 24,000 crore,
the company said in a BSE fil-
ing.

The company had dis-
bursed 14.33 lakh loans worth
Rs 632 crore in the year-ago
period. 

"Our lending business (in
partnership with top lenders)
continues to witness acceler-
ated growth with disburse-
ments through our platform
now an annualised run rate of
over Rs 24,000 crore in June. 

“The number of loans
disbursed through our plat-
form grew 492 per cent y-o-
y to 8.5 million loans in the
quarter ending June 2022,
while the value of loans dis-
bursed grew 779 per cent y-
o-y to Rs 5,554 crore," Paytm
said. 

The company said that it
is seeing increases in average
ticket size due to the scale-up
of the personal loans business
in particular. 

"The rapid growth of our
lending products brings us an
attractive profit pool," Paytm
noted.
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TI Clean Mobility, part of the
diversified conglomerate

Murugappa Group, will unveil
its electric three-wheelers and
tractors under its Montra brand
this year, a top company offi-
cial said on Monday.

TI Clean Mobility is a
wholly-owned subsidiary of
Tube Investments of India, a
Murugappa Group company.

The company has ear-
marked Rs 200 crore for the
new venture, which will man-
ufacture its products locally to
serve the domestic market ini-
tially, Tube Investments of
India Executive Chairman
Arun Murugappan said here.

"As Montra electric vehi-
cles are soon to be launched,
the three-wheelers will be rev-
olutionary products, a portfo-
lio with many categories, dis-
tinctive and superior perfor-
mance, and customer-centric
advanced technology. Our
company vision is to improve
the quality of life through eco-
friendly mobile solutions.
Innovative, integrated and
affordable solutions have taken
up the front seat," he told
reporters.

According to Murugappan,
the electric three-wheeler mar-
ket was expected to reach USD
1.7 billion by 2025, making it

one of the fastest-growing sec-
tors globally.

"Electric three-wheelers are
a great choice for any com-
mercial as well as passenger
last-mile applications. The
three-wheeler EVs can reduce
carbon emission by 13 tonne
per 100 kms...," he said.

The company would pro-
duce 75,000 vehicles at its plant
near Chennai in the first year.
It will expand the capacity
going forward and the vehicles
will be in the passenger and
cargo sector, he said.

"We have existing space in
the cycle factory at Ambattur.
The launch of these vehicles
will be in all states in India, it
will be in a phased manner..
The three-wheeler will be
launched by end of August or
September around that time,"
Murugappan added.

Declining to reveal the
price of the vehicle, he said the
company was having a distri-
bution network in 40 locations

and it would be expanded to
100 by the end of the year.

So far "price is concerned,
we will announce it towards the
launch date", he noted.

Asked about retaining the
Montra brand, he said, "Montra
is the brand that we already
have. We have e-bikes under
the Montra brand. We contin-
ue our Montra brand for the
electric platform".

The initial outlay for the
electric vehicle business is
about Rs 200 crore,
Murugappan noted. "We have
recently formed a subsidiary TI
Clean Mobility to focus on the
electric vehicle business. We are
exploring more growth oppor-
tunities...We will be rolling out
three products...

"This product has been in
development for the last three
years. It has been designed in-
house...And we design this
product exclusively based on
the needs of customers and
environmental concerns," he
said. Tube Investments of India
has acquired Bengaluru-based
Celestial, which makes electric
tractors.

"We will be manufacturing
electric tractors and three-
wheelers and in the future, we
will look for other platforms.
Celestial Tractors is setting up
a plant outside Chennai," he
said. 
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Pristine Biologicals NZ Ltd, a
subsidiary of Indian

Immunologicals Ltd (IIL), on
Monday opened a new facility in
Dargaville (New Zealand) for the
production of sterile filtered
serum. The facility was inaugu-
rated by Meenesh C Shah, chair-
man of Pristine Biologicals NZ
Ltd, besides being chairman of
IIL and National Dairy
Development Board. Mayor of
Dargaville Dr Jason Smith, IIL
Managing Director Dr K Anand
Kumar and IIL’s  GM and
Director Dr Vijay Dasari were
present.

Speaking on the occasion,
Shah said he is glad that an invest-
ment made overseas has come
good. He also mentioned that
affordable vaccines made in India
required a sustainable supply of
quality ingredients made by
Pristine. 

Dr Kumar called Pristine as
a success story and said plans are
on the way to double the capac-
ity soon as demands have gone
up significantly. IIL, a subsidiary
of the National Dairy
Development Board (NDDB),
established Pristine in Dargaville,
Kaipara District in 2015 for the
production and supply of phar-
maceutical grade bovine serum
used to produce many vaccines
and is considered as a very suc-
cessful venture. 
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The Medical Technology
Association of India has

asked the government to recon-
sider TDS provision on free
medical samples provided to
doctors.

In a statement issued on
Monday, the medical device
maker's body, which represents
leading research-based medical
technology companies, noted
that taxation on these samples
will adversely affect hands-on
training for doctors and clinicians
and therefore impact patients'
access to life-saving and life-
enhancing technologies.

Medical Technology
Association of India (MTaI) has
also urged the government not to
consider the expenses incurred
on doctors' travel and stay for
product training and application
usage as doctors' income because
they (doctors) are often required
to travel mainly due to difficul-
ties in mobilising medical devices
and equipment.

Thus, TDS should not be
levied on such expenses, the
industry body stated. Introduced
in the Finance Act 2022, Section
194R of the Income Tax Act, 1961
regulates the taxability on bene-
fits/perquisites arising to any
resident from business or exer-
cise of profession to keep a check
on tax revenue leakage.
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Newly promoted Premier
League side Nottingham

Forest agreed to pay a joint club
record fee of £17 million ($20 mil-
lion) for Welsh international
defender Neco Williams from
Liverpool on Monday.

The 21-year-old signed a four
year contract with the two-time
European Cup winners.

He is their sixth signing since
they gained promotion to the
Premier League for the first time in
23 years after beating Huddersfield
in the Championship play-off.

"Forest are a club with incred-
ible history and the City Ground is
a very special venue that I can't wait
to experience in full voice," said
Williams.

"I'm really excited to join Forest
and to help this great club move
forwards in the Premier League.

"Having spoken to the head
coach (Steve Cooper), there's a
huge amount of ambition being
shown and I can't wait to join up
with my new team-mates and get

ready for the challenge ahead," he
added.

The fee for the 21-times capped
defender equals that Forest report-
edly paid Bundesliga side Union
Berlin for Nigerian international
striker Taiwo Awoniyi.

Williams featured for Liverpool
in the Champions League group
stage last term before being sent on
loan to Fulham, whom he helped
to gain promotion to the Premier
League.

Williams also played an influ-
ential role this year as Wales qual-
ifying for their first World Cup
finals in 64 years.
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French World Cup winning midfielder Paul Pogba has
returned to Serie A side Juventus on a free transfer, the Italian

giants announced on their website on Monday.
The 29-year-old enjoyed a highly successful first spell at

Juventus (2012-16) before Manchester United swooped to sign
him for a then record 105 million euros ($106 million).

"Paul is back in Turin," Juventus said on their website below
a photo of a grinning Pogba in a Juventus shirt.

"He left as a boy and returns as a man and a champion.
"But there is one thing that has not changed -- the desire to

write unforgettable pages of club history together once more.
"Pogba is back and we couldn't be happier."
Pogba underwent his medical over the weekend and it is

believed he has been offered a four-year deal which will earn him
a reported eight million euros ($8.12 million) a season plus a
potential two million euros in bonuses.

He rejoins Juve after his contract with Manchester United
expired at the end of last month, marking the end of a largely
disappointing six years back in England.

Dysfunctional United are further away from the top of English
football than when he joined. They have not won a Premier
League title in nine years.

The 2017 Europa League and the same season's League Cup
are a poor haul for Pogba at one of the world's biggest clubs, espe-
cially as they both came under Jose Mourinho, a period when
Pogba has said he first suffered from depression.

Pogba is expected to inherit the number 10 jersey from Paulo
Dybala, who could join Juve's fiercest rivals Inter Milan after the
Argentina forward was let go by the Turin giants.

Pogba wore that jersey in his final season at Juve, joining such
iconic playmakers as Roberto Baggio, Alessandro del Piero,
Michele Platini and Liam Brady.

He had moved to Juve from United four years previously while
still a teenager and made a huge impression in a slick midfield
featuring the likes of Andrea Pirlo and Arturo Vidal.

Pogba blossomed when coach Massimiliano Allegri replaced
Antonio Conte in 2014. The Frenchman drove a powerful team
to the following year's Champions league final, losing to
Barcelona.

He won the Serie A title in each of his four seasons at the
Old Lady of Italian football and retained his affection for Juve.
He was linked with a return on several occasions during his time
at United.

Allegri will be hoping that Pogba can help Juve return to their
former glories after they finished fourth last season, 16 points
behind champions AC Milan.

Pogba is Juve's second notable signing in recent days. The
club secured the signature of veteran Argentina winger Angel
Di Maria after he was released by French champions Paris Saint-
Germain.
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Former Manchester United
and England star Wayne

Rooney has reached an agree-
ment to coach Major League
Soccer team DC United, for
which he played between 2018
and 2019, US media reported on
Sunday.

The 36-year-old will join the
team once visa formalities are
finalised, ESPN and The Athletic
reported.

A reporter for The Athletic
tweeted a photo of Rooney at
Dulles International Airport
outside Washington on Sunday.

The Englishman will replace
Argentine Hernan Losada, who
was fired due to poor results
only six games into the season.

The team also failed to
rebound after Losada's depar-
ture and currently occupies the
penultimate position in the
Eastern Conference with just 17
points in 17 games.

Led by interim coach Chad
Ashton, the capital club suffered
a crushing 7-0 drubbing at the

hands of the Philadelphia Union
on Friday.

Rooney resigned as manag-
er of Derby County at the end
of June, gaining plaudits for his
efforts in his first managerial
role under very trying cirum-
stances.

Rooney was unable to keep
them in the Championship after
the crisis-torn club were hit by

a 21-point deduction as punish-
ment for financial issues.

However, he had man-
aged to keep their hopes alive
of miraculously escaping the
drop into the final weeks of the
season.

In his spell at DC United as
a player he scored 23 goals in
48 games in the 2018 and 2019
seasons.
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Wimbledon champion
Novak Djokovic is hop-
ing US authorities change

entry rules in time to allow him to
compete at the US Open, even
though he refuses to be vaccinat-
ed against coronavirus.

The Serbian top seed beat Nick
Kyrgios in four sets on Sunday to
win his seventh title at the All
England Club and 21st Grand
Slam crown overall — leaving him
just one behind Rafael Nadal.

Now he is targeting a fourth
US Open crown after losing to
Daniil Medvedev in the final last
year.

But as things stand, his unvac-
cinated status means he will not be
allowed into the United States to
play in the tournament, which
starts next month.

"I'm not vaccinated and I'm
not planning to get vaccinated so
the only good news I can have is
them removing the mandated
green vaccine card or whatever you
call it to enter United States or
exemption," said the 35-year-old.

"I don't think exemption is
realistically possible.... I think it's
just whether or not they remove
this in time for me to get to the
USA."

The Serb was deported from
Australia over his vaccination sta-
tus in January, preventing him
from defending his Australian
Open title.

Djokovic admitted it had been
a difficult start to the year and it
had taken him months to recover.

"It has affected me definitely in
the first several months of the
year," he said. "I was not feeling
great generally. I mean, mentally,
emotionally, I was not at a good
place.

"I wanted to play, but at the
same time when I went out on the
court in Dubai, the first tourna-
ment of the year, I just felt so much
pressure and emotions happening.

"I wasn't feeling myself on the
court. I realised at that point that
it's going to take some time, that
I have to be patient, and sooner or
later I will get myself in the state,
optimal state, where I would like
to be."
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Djokovic's coach, former

Wimbledon champion Goran
Ivanisevic, said it had been a
"tough year" for the player.

But he said he never doubted
Djokovic would recover, describ-
ing him as "heroic".

"People like him you don't
doubt," he said. "He's a great
champion. They say maybe took
him a long time, but it didn't take
him a long time.

"It took him the exact time that
he needed to recover and to digest
all the things that happened to him."

Djokovic, whose Wimbledon
triumph was his fourth in succes-
sion at the All England Club, said
he was now taking a much-need-
ed holiday.

"I am on vacation," he said.
"Whether or not I'm playing any
tournament soon, I'll definitely be
resting for the next couple of
weeks because it has been quite an
exhausting and demanding period
for me the last few months.

"A lot of tennis, which I was
very happy about. I got what I
wanted here. Then I'll wait hope-
fully for some good news from the
USA because I would really love to
go there."

The former world number one
said he did not feel under pressure
to play a certain schedule.

"I achieved that historic No. 1,
weeks for No. 1, that I worked for
all my life. Now that that's done
and dusted, I prioritise Slams 
and big tournaments really and
where I want to play, where I feel
good."

Djokovic also said he felt lift-
ed by the Wimbledon crowd on
Sunday — he has often faced an
uphill battle to win fans over
when he has been playing Roger
Federer or Rafael Nadal.

"I did definitely feel support
and feel love from the crowd
today, so I'm very grateful for that,"
he said.

"Obviously it's not a secret that
any player would like to have
people backing him during the
match because at the end of 
the day this could make a quite 
big difference with how you feel
mentally."
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Roger Federer dropped out of
the ATP rankings entirely for

the first time in a quarter-century
on Monday, while Novak Djokovic
slid four spots to No. 7 a day after
winning Wimbledon for the sev-
enth time.

Federer had appeared in the
singles rankings every week since
he made his debut at age 16 in
September 1997, tied for 803rd,
and held the record for most time
at No. 1 until Djokovic broke it.

Federer was 97th before play
began at the All England Club but
now has zero points because the
rankings are based on a player's
results over the previous 52 weeks
- and he has not competed at all
since reaching the Wimbledon
quarterfinals a year ago.

Shortly after that loss, Federer
had his third operation on his right
knee in a span of about 18 months.
Federer, who turns 41 on August
8, intends to make his return to
tournament play in his native

Switzerland in October and said
during an appearance at Centre
Court last weekend that he hopes
he can play at Wimbledon next
year.

Djokovic's drop and that of
runner-up Nick Kyrgios from No
40 to No 45 despite reaching the
first Grand Slam final of his career
are a result of the decisions by the
WTA and ATP to not award any
ranking points for Wimbledon in
response to the All England Club's
ban on athletes from Russia and
Belarus over the war in Ukraine.

On Monday, Djokovic, Kyrgios
and all other players lost whatev-
er points they earned at
Wimbledon in 2021, while not
gaining any benefit from how they
performed during this fortnight.

So Elena Rybakina's first
Grand Slam title did her no good
in the WTA rankings; she
remained at No 23, where she
became the second-lowest
women's champion at the grass-
court tournament in the profes-
sional era, which began in 1968.

The woman she beat in
Saturday's final, Ons Jabeur, went
from No 2 to No 5, even though
this was her best showing at a
major.

Last year's losing finalist,
Karolina Pliskova, fell eight spots
to No 15, and some women who
moved ahead of her achieved their
career highs on Monday, including
Australian Open runner-up
Danielle Collins at No 7, US Open
champion Emma Raducanu at No.
10, and French Open runner-up
Coco Gauff at No 11.

French Open champion Iga
Swiatek, whose 37-match winning
streak ended in Wimbledon's third
round, remained at No 1.

Daniil Medvedev, who is
Russian, stayed atop the men's
rankings after not being allowed to
compete at Wimbledon. He won
last year's US Open and was the
runner-up at this year's Australian
Open. 
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Barbora Krejcikova and Katerina Siniakova
clinched their second Wimbledon

women's doubles title on Sunday with a 6-2,
6-4 win over top seeds Elise Mertens and
Zhang Shuai.

It was the Czech pair's fifth Grand Slam
doubles title and second this year.

The second seeds also won this year's
Australian Open, defeating Anna Danilina and
Beatriz Haddad Maia in the final.

Krejcikova and Siniakova won their first
Wimbledon in 2018.
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Young Indian shooter
Arjun Babuta stunned

Tokyo Olympics Silver
medallist Lucas Kozeniesky
to win the men's 10m air
rifle event and open the
country's account in the
ongoing ISSF World Cup
here on Monday.

In the Gold medal
clash, Arjun humbled
USA's Kozeniesky 17-9 in
a rather one-sided contest.

This is Arjun's maiden
Gold for the senior side. He
had bagged the yellow
metal at the 2016 Junior
World Cup in Gabala,
Azerbaijan.

The 23-year-old from
Punjab, who has been rep-
resenting India since 2016,
had earlier topped the
ranking round with a scin-
tillating 261.1 points to
qualify for the gold medal
clash.

Kozeniesky shot 260.4
to join him even as quali-

fication leader Sergey
Richter of Israel settled for
Bronze with a score of
259.9.

The other Indian in the
fray, Parth Makhija, who
also qualified for the rank-
ing event in fifth place fol-
lowing an impressive show
on Sunday, finished fourth
with a score of 258.1.

There was no stopping
Arjun in the final as he
raced to a 10-4 lead after
the first seven single-shot
series.

The winner of each
series gets two points while
the points are spilt in case
of a tie and the first to 16
wins the match.

The American did 
not give up till the end 
but Arjun pulled out 
those big high 10s when 
it mattered most and 
finished clinically for a
convincing score-line to
help India open their
account with the brightest
medal possible.
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New Manchester United manager Erik ten Hag said
Monday that Cristiano Ronaldo was "not for sale",

despite the Portuguese superstar skipping the pre-season
tour of Thailand and Australia.

Ronaldo missed the start of training with the English
Premier League giants last week due to a family issue.

The 37-year-old did not make the plane for the pre-
season trip, with reports saying he wants to leave after
United's failure to qualify for the Champions
League.

Speaking before the Old Trafford
club's first pre-season friendly against
Liverpool in Bangkok on Tuesday, Ten
Hag said: "We are planning for
Cristiano Ronaldo for the season
and that's it and I'm looking forward
to working with him.

"I have read it, but what I say
is Cristiano is not for sale, he is in
our plans and we want success
together."

United's new Dutch manag-
er revealed he had spoken to the
unsettled striker before the
reports emerged last week that he

wanted to leave.
"I spoke with him before this issue

came up," said Ten Hag.
"I had a conversation with him and

we had a real good talk."
However he refused to be drawn on

the substance of the conversation, stating
that it was "between Cristiano and me".

Ronaldo reportedly asked to leave after
being unhappy with the club's poor form
since his return to Manchester last year --

they finished sixth in the English Premier
League, condemning them to the sec-

ond-tier Europa League next sea-
son.

Ten Hag only arrived at
United in May after finishing his
successful spell at Ajax -- but faces
a huge challenge to rebuild the
Old Trafford club who have not
won a trophy since 2017.

Ronaldo scored 24 goals in all
competitions last season and was
named the club's player of the year.

Ten Hag also said that
England defender Harry Maguire
would remain as club captain.
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India skipper Rohit Sharma has hit back
at "experts" who are questioning Virat
Kohli's place in the T20 side, saying the

star batter's "quality" is beyond doubt and
the team management will continue to
back him.

Kohli, who has not scored a hundred
across formats since November 2019,
failed to make an impact in the couple of
T20s against England.

While his form is being questioned in
all formats of the games, Kohli was mak-
ing a return to T20 Internationals after five
months.

The likes of Deepak Hooda got
opportunities in Kohli's absence and he
made the most of it. However, Hooda did
not find a spot in the playing eleven after
showing sublime form against Ireland and
the series opener against England.

Experts, including World Cup win-
ning captain Kapil Dev and former
England skipper Michael Vaughan, have
spoken about Kohli's prolonged lean
patch.

Speaking to reporters after the third
T20I on Sunday, Rohit said the experts
don't know what is happening inside the
team.

"It's not difficult at all for us because
we don't listen to outside noise. Also, I
don't know who these experts are and why
they're called experts. I don't get that,"
Rohit said when asked about his thoughts
on how the team is looking at Kohli's form.

While Kapil said players can't be

picked on reputation and one has to go
by current form, Vaughan feels Kohli
needs a three-month sabbatical from the
game.

"They are seeing from outside, they
don't know what's happening inside the
team. We have a thought process, we make
the team, we debate and discuss it and
think a lot about it.

"The players we pick are backed, they
are given opportunities. People on the out-
side don't know about it. So it's more
important about what's happening with-
in our team, that's important for me," said
Rohit in response to the growing criticism
over Kohli's wretched run.

Kohli has 70 international hundreds
to his name, only behind Ricky Ponting
(71) and Sachin Tendulkar (100) in the
game and Rohit feels the star batter's qual-
ity can't be questioned.

"Also, if you are talking about form,
it goes up and down for everyone. The
quality of the player doesn't go bad. We
should always keep in mind when such
comments are passed around. We're back-
ing that quality.

"It's happened with me, it's happened
with XYZ. There's nothing new. When a
player has done well so consistently, then
1-2 bad series, his contribution shouldn't
be forgotten.

"It might take time for some to
understand. But for us, inside and running
the team, we know the importance. I'll
request those on the outside, yes you have
all the right to talk about it, but for us, it
doesn't matter a lot," added Rohit. 
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Dinesh Chandimal's double cen-
tury and bowling heroics by

debutant Prabhat Jayasuriya led Sri
Lanka to a series-levelling win over
Australia on Monday in a second
Test affected by protests and Covid.

The hosts hammered Australia
by an innings and 39 runs on the
fourth day of the match, which had
witnessed dramatic scenes outside
the Galle stadium amid political
unrest in the island nation.

But Chandimal brought the
home supporters joy two days later
with an unbeaten 206 in Sri Lanka's
554 all out, as the hosts managed a
first innings lead of 190.

Jayasuriya, a left-arm spinner,
then took six wickets to improve his
match haul to 12 and help dismiss
Australia for 151 in the final session
on day four as the hosts bounced
back from their opening loss to end
the series level at 1-1.

"We are here to bring smiles on
people's faces," skipper Dimuth
Karunaratne told reporters, adding
that the players were there "to play
cricket".

"I don't want to mention what we
are going through,"  he said.
"Unfortunately it's what we are going
through."

The tourists posted 364, with
Steve Smith hitting an unbeaten
145 in the first innings, but their bat-
ting faltered the second time around.

Off-spinner Ramesh Mendis
trapped David Warner lbw for 24
before tea and Jayasuriya soon took
over with his left-arm spin in the
final session to send back Usman
Khawaja (29) and Steve Smith (0) in
one over to rattle the opposition bat-
ting.

The 30-year-old Jayasuriya, who
claimed a six-for in the first innings,
kept up the charge with another 
twin strike to expose the Australian
tail.

Ramesh and debutant spinner
Maheesh Theekshana took two each,
and Jayasuriya got the final wicket to
trigger celebrations in the Sri Lankan
camp and crowd.

Jayasuriya's match figures of 12-
177 are the best ever by a Sri Lankan
bowler on debut as he went one bet-
ter than Praveen Jayawickrama, who
took 11 wickets in his first Test last
year.

But it was Chandimal who set up
victory after he launched an assault
on the opposition bowlers with his
final 47 runs coming from just 28
balls.

Chandimal, who recorded his
13th Test hundred on Sunday, took
on the opposition bowlers after los-
ing Jayasuriya for nought as he went
past his previous best of 164.

The 32-year-old smashed left-
arm quick Mitchell Starc for a four
and two sixes on consecutive balls to
go past 200 as he leapt in joy amid
raucous applause from the crowd.
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Spinner Mehidy Hasan and
Bangladesh exploited "ideal

conditions" to defeat the West
Indies by six wickets in
Sunday's rain-affected first
ODI.

Shoriful Islam's haul of
four for 34, his best in ODIs,
limited the West Indies to 149
for nine batting first in a fixture
reduced to 41 overs-per-side
before Mahmudullah's unbeat-
en 41 saw the visitors to the tar-
get with more than nine overs
to spare.

After 2-0 losses in both the
preceding Test and T20
International series,
Bangladesh's ninth consecutive
ODI win over the West Indies
puts the pressure on the home
side going into the second
match at the same venue on
Wednesday.

Mehidy played his part in
a disciplined bowling effort
with three wickets.

Senior pace bowler
Mustafizur Rahman set the
tone for the match when he dis-
missed dangerous opener Shai
Hope for a first ball duck after
Bangladesh captain Tamim
Iqbal put the home side in to
bat.

Mehidy's victims included
West Indies captain Nicholas
Pooran and earned him the
man of the match award.

"This is a really good result
for us because rain prevented
us from practising properly
for the last few days," said the
spinner.

"These were ideal condi-
tions for us. I just tried to bowl

in the right areas and every-
thing worked out well for us."

Shamarh Brooks top-
scored with 33 for the hosts
with the next best effort being
an unbeaten 19 from Anderson
Phillip in an unbroken last-
wicket partnership of 39 with
Jayden Seales (16 not out).

Shoriful went one better
than Mustafizur in taking the
wickets of Brandon King and
Brooks in his opening over
before adding the Guyanese
pair of all-rounder Romario
Shepherd and spinner
Gudakesh Motie.

With the sun coming out to
ease the batting conditions,
Bangladesh were always
favoured to overhaul the target
and 37 from Najmul Hossain
together with 33 by Tamim at
the top of the order set them on
their way.

Tamim was run out and
Najmul because the first wick-
et of ODI debutant Motie,
although those were mere stut-
ters on the journey to victory
as wicketkeeper-batsman
Nurul Hasan joined
Mahmudullah in an unbroken
fifth-wicket stand of 40 to see
their side to victory.

"In hindsight our total
today obviously wasn't enough
but it was difficult to get more
batting first on that track,"
was Pooran's frank assessment
of the conditions at the start of
the match.

"Conditions improved later
on but having said that, we
should have pushed harder for
more success at the start of
their innings to give ourselves
a fighting chance."
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Senior India pacer Umesh Yadav will play for Middlesex
for the remainder of the English County season replac-

ing Pakistan speedster Shaheen Shah Afridi.
The 34-year-old pacer has represented India in 52

Tests, 77 ODIS, and 7 T20Is and has scalped 273 inter-
national wickets across all formats.

The county club sought Umesh's services as Afridi has
returned home to join his national team for the tour of
Sri Lanka.

"Middlesex Cricket is delighted to announce that
Indian international quick bowler Umesh Kumar Yadav
has signed terms with the Club and will join for the
remainder of the 2022 season," the club said in a state-
ment.

"This morning the Club received this confirmation,
and confirmation that he is registered with the ECB, and
Yadav has, as a result, now been named as an addition to
Middlesex's squad for this weeks' game."

Middlesex further announced that Umesh will be
available to represent the club in both County
Championship and Royal London Cup campaigns for the
rest of the season.

"He (Umesh) comes to us with a wealth of experi-
ence. He is a proven world-class performer, and can not
only make a huge difference himself for the remainder
of our Championship campaign and to our prospects in
the Royal London Cup but will also be a fantastic role
model for our younger bowlers to work alongside," said
Alex Coleman, Middlesex' Head of Men's Performance
Cricket.

"As a bowler, he offers a huge amount. He delivers the
ball from wide of the crease, can move the ball both ways,
regularly tops 140 kph, and possesses a vicious short ball,
so will be a real handful for opposition batters in English
conditions," Coleman added.

Umesh is also the latest Indian to join veteran batter
Cheteshwar Pujara, and all-rounders Washington Sundar
and Krunal Pandya in County cricket.

While Pujara plays for Sussex, Sundar and Krunal have
signed for Lancashire and Warwickshire respectively.
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Indian shuttlers, led by two-time
Olympic medallist PV Sindhu and

in-form HS Prannoy, will look to hit
top gear in the Singapore Super 500
Tournament beginning here on
Tuesday.

Being the last tournament before
the Commonwealth Games in
Birmingham, starting later this month,
the duo cannot afford to take it easy.

Sindhu (3) and Kidambi Srikanth
(7), who are the only seeded Indians
in the main draw of the men's and
women's singles competition, have
been handed easy draws.

World No. 7 Sindhu, who will open
her campaign against lowly-ranked
Lianne Tan of Belgium, is the only
seeded player in her quarter.

Veteran shuttler Saina Nehwal
will begin her campaign against com-
patriot Malvika Bansod and the win-
ner of the clash could possibly face 2018
Asian Games Silver medallist He Bing
Jiao and former world champion
Intanon Ratchanok in the second
round and quarterfinals respectively.

Making a comeback after the
Indonesia Open last month, Srikanth
also has an easy draw after the pullout
of world No. 1 and Olympic champi-

on Viktor Axelsen.
Srikanth opens his campaign

against a qualifier and in the quarter-
final he may run into fellow Indian and
2017 champion B Sai Praneeth.

Should he overcome Praneeth,
Srikanth could play the semifinal
against third seeded Chou Tien Chen
of Chinese Taipei, who is coming off
a runners-up finish in the Indonesia
Masters.

All eyes in the men's singles would
be on Prannoy who has been in good

form this year. With two semifinal fin-
ishes in the past month — Malaysia
Masters and Indonesia Open — he
would be eager to go one step further.

Placed in the second quarter of the
draw, Prannoy opens his campaign
against Thailand's Sitthikom
Thammasin in the first round.

He finds himself in the same half
as third seed Chou and fifth seed
Jonatan Christie, who takes on
Parupalli Kashyap in the opening
round.
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The Indian women's hockey team
was eliminated from the FIH

World Cup title race after losing 0-1
to co-hosts Spain in a hard-fought
crossover match here on Monday.

After a fiercely-contested three
quarters, the Indian defence let in a
goal just three minutes from the final
hooter when Marta Segu scored from
a rebound to exit from the knock-out
rounds.

As has been the case so far in the
tournament, India fared poorly once
again in converting penalty corners.

They earned four in the game against
Spain's three but all the chances went
in vain.

India captain Savita, in front of the
goal, showed why she has such high
reputation as she pulled off saves time
and again to keep the deadlock intact.

India will next play Canada for the
ninth to 16th place classification
match here on Tuesday.

In the quarterfinals, New Zealand
will play Germany, another co-hosts
Netherlands will be up against
Belgium, Australia will take on Spain
and England will square off against
Argentina.
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India won't go ballistic from ball one but
the batters are expected to carry their

fearless approach from the shortest for-
mat to the ODIs when the three-match
series against England begins here on
Tuesday.

India's high-risk play helped them
win the series against England and con-
sidering that the ODIs have become an
extension of the shortest format, skipper
Rohit Sharma sees no reason why his team
should back down from that approach.

England redefined the way ODI
cricket was played and their dominant run
culminated with the World Cup trophy
back in 2019. It won't be an exaggeration
to say that India's fresh outlook towards
the shorter formats is inspired by the
English template.

These three games followed by as

many against West Indies will be the only
50-over contests India will feature in
before the T20 World Cup but Rohit
asserted they still hold a lot of importance.

"All matches are important for us. We
can't play thinking ODIs are not a prior-
ity, but we have to keep in mind the work-
load of each player. We will make changes
but our ultimate goal is to win matches.
We will not leave that thought process
behind," said Rohit on Sunday after the
third T20 at Nottingham.

"For us, the aim is to understand
white-ball cricket, how to play, new guys
are playing. 50 over is an extension of T20.
Maybe you take less risk in ODIs as com-
pared to T20 cricket but you have to take
it." The team will have an optional train-
ing session at The Oval with a quick turn-
around time between the T20 and ODI
series.

For someone like Shikhar Dhawan,

who only plays only one format and will
be captaining the team in the West Indies,
it will be a challenge to take on the
England attack from the word go.

However, the southpaw has found
ways to stay consistent, whether he is play-
ing ODIs for India or the IPL.

The ODI series will be Buttler's first
since taking over as white-ball skipper
from Eoin Morgan. After the T20 disap-
pointment, the hosts will be eager to
bounce back strongly.

Buttler himself will be looking to
make the big scores he is known far, hav-
ing failed in the T20s.

England will be bolstered with the
return of their star players Ben Stokes, Joe
Root and Jonny Bairstow, the hero of
Birmingham Test win of the hosts.

While Root doesn't play T20s, Stokes
and Bairstow were rested after the historic
triumph in the rescheduled fifth Test.
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KOHLI’S QUALITY CAN’T BE QUESTIONED: ROHIT


