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The Presidential poll on
Monday saw over 99 per

cent electoral turnout which
included, among others, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, for-
mer Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh, and Home
Minister Amit Shah. 

The poll saw cross-voting
in favour of NDA candidate
Droupadi Murmu at the cost of
Opposition candidate
Yashwant Sinha.

According to the Election
Commission, out of a total
4,796 electors in the list of the
electoral college for the
Presidential election, over 99
per cent cast their votes.

The commission said ten
States — Chhattisgarh, Goa,
Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh,
Kerala, Karnataka, Madhya
Pradesh, Manipur, Sikkim, and
Tamil Nadu — and the Union
Territory of Puducherry report-
ed  100 per cent voting by
MLAs.

NDA presidential candi-
date Murmu is certain to win
the poll against Sinha. If elect-
ed, she will be the first tribal to
hold the highest Constitutional
post in the country.

The NDA candidate’s vote
percentage has widened from
48 per cent to 60 per cent with
the support of non-NDA
Opposition parties, including
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha, JDS,
BSP, Shiv Sena, AIADMK, and
Akali Dal. 

Andhra Pradesh’s ruling
YSR Congress and Odisha’s

BJD had announced their sup-
port ahead of the filing of
Presidential papers.

Sinha, who is projected as
a joint-Opposition candidate,
did not get the backing from all
the Opposition formations with
many of like JMM, JDS and
Akali Dal switching sides to
support Murmu creating fis-
sures in the Opposition camp
in the run-up to the 2024 Lok
Sabha polls.

Modi, Manmohan, Shah,
and Congress leaders Sonia
Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi cast
their votes at the Parliament
house. Singh and former UP

Chief Minister Mulayam Singh
Yadav came in wheel-chairs to
cast their votes.

While MPs thronged
Parliament’s Room number 63
which had been converted into
a polling station to cast their
vote, MLAs headed to State
Assemblies.

A total of 4,809 electors,
including 776 MPs and 4,033
elected MLAs, were entitled to
vote in the election but nomi-
nated MPs and MLAs, and
Members of the Legislative
Council are not eligible to vote
in the Presidential poll.  

Continued on Page 2
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New Delhi: Set to become
India’s next Vice President,
NDA candidate Jagdeep
Dhankhar said on Monday
he will always strive to
enhance democratic values
as he filed nomination in the
presence of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and other
senior members of the par-
ties supporting his bid.
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Kerala on Monday reported
India’s second case of mon-

keypox, just five days after it
detected the first case. With
these cases, India has become
a first country in the WHO
South-East Asia region to
report such infections.

Following the reports of
two confirmed cases, the
Centre on Monday issued an
alert to ports and airports to
ensure strict health screening of
international travellers to con-
tain the spread of the infection.

The meeting was attended
by airport and port health offi-
cers and regional directors
from regional offices of health
and family welfare department,
the Government said.

“They were advised to
ensure strict health screening of
all arriving international trav-
ellers which can minimise the
risk of importation of mon-
keypox cases into the country.
They were advised and re-ori-
ented in the clinical presenta-
tion of monkeypox disease as
per MoHFW’s guidelines for
management of monkeypox
disease,” it said.

They were also advised to

coordinate with other stake-
holder agencies like immigra-
tion at international ports and
airports to streamline health
screening processes.

Kerala Health Minister
Veena George said a 31-year-
old man from Kannur has test-
ed positive for monkeypox.
The patient had landed at the
Mangalore airport in coastal
Karnataka from Dubai on 
July 13. 

He was admitted to hospi-
tal after he exhibited symptoms
of the disease. His samples
were sent to the National
Institute of Virology, Pune,
and they tested positive for the
virus, the official said.

Reacting to the cases
emerging from India, Dr
Poonam Khetrapal Singh,
Regional Director, WHO
South-East Asia, said, “The
region has been on alert for the
monkeypox. Countries have

been taking measures to rapid-
ly detect and take appropriate
measures to prevent spread of
the monkeypox.”

The WHO has been sup-
porting member countries in
the region to assess the risk for
monkeypox and strengthen
their capacities to prepare and
respond to the evolving multi-
country outbreak, she said.
Over 6 000 cases of monkeypox
and three deaths have been
reported from across 60 coun-
tries since the beginning of the
year. More cases can be expect-
ed as surveillance expands.

On July 15, India reported
the first confirmed case of
monkeypox from Kollam dis-
trict, prompting the Central
Health Ministry to rush a high-
level multi-disciplinary team to
Kerala to assist the State health
authorities in instituting pub-
lic health measures.

Continued on Page 2
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Enraged over comments
against wife by his col-

leagues, a policeman deployed
at the Rohini’s Haiderpur water
treatment plant in the nation-
al Capital shot dead three of his
colleagues on Monday and
later surrendered at Samaypur
Badli police station. 

During initial investiga-
tion, the accused told the police
that three of his colleagues
caused him mental harassment
by saying “objectionable things”
about his wife, said Dependra
Pathak, Special Commissioner
of Police, Law and Order.

The police said the accused
identified as Prabin Rai (32)
and  the three deceased were
Sikkim Police personnel
deployed at the plant for its
security as part of the Indian
Reserve Battalion (IRB).

The deceased have been

identified as Commander Pinto
Namgyal Bhutia (batch 2012,
same as the accused), consta-
bles Indra Lal Chhetri and
Dhanhang Subba (both of 2013
batch). 

The police said Bhutia and
Chhetri died on the spot, Subba
was declared dead at the 
hospital.

According to a senior
police official, a PCR call was
received at KNK Marg police
station regarding firing in
Haiderpur water treatment
plant following which a police
team rushed to the spot.

“Upon reaching the spot, it
was found that three men
belonging to the Sikkim Police
had been shot at, of which two
had died on the spot and one
was critically wounded and
transferred to BSA hospital
where he was declared brought
dead,” said the senior police
official.

“After Rai surrendered, he
told police that around 3 pm,
he shot his colleagues at
Haiderpur Water Treatment
Plant Barrack,” police said,
adding that further investiga-
tion is going on.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday said India

has now emerged as a defence
exporter and has reduced its
import by over 21 per cent in
the last four to five years.
Stressing the need for self-
reliance in defence manufac-
turing, he also said the Indian
soldiers will have weapons
which the opponent will not
even think of.

Underlining these priori-
ties, the Prime Minister said a
new defence ecosystem is being
developed in India where
imports are being brought
down and exports are on the
rise. Addressing the Naval
Innovation and Indigenisation
Organisation (NIIO) seminar
“Swavlamban” here, Modi said,
“We developed the habit of
being dependent on foreign
countries for even the simplest
products. Like drug addicts, we

were addicted to the products
imported from abroad. To
change this mindset, we
worked on a mission mode
after 2014, after learning 
from the approach of the past,
to create a new ecosystem of
defence with the help of ‘Sabka
Prayas’.”

He said “aatmanirbharta”
(self reliance) in defence is

very crucial for the India of the
21st century. 

“Creating 75 indigenous
techs for the Navy by August 15
next year is the first step. The
goal should be to take India’s
defence to unprecedented
heights by the time we celebrate
100 years of Independence,” the
Prime Minister said.

Continued on Page 2
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Controversial Sangrur MP
Simranjit Singh Mann on

Monday took oath in the name
of Constitution, but soon after
the SAD (Amritsar) president
raised the demand for a sepa-
rate country for Sikhs.

Mann met Speaker Om
Birla in his chamber and took
oath at the Speaker’s office. 

Taking oath in Punjabi,
Mann said, “I affirm the faith
in the Indian Constitution. ‘’
Three other new members
were administered the oath in
the Lok Sabha chamber. 

Maan had resigned as an
MP in 1990 for being denied an
entry with his kripan, but on
Monday he agreed to leave it
outside after he was stopped
from carrying it.

Continued on Page 2
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Eight months after announc-
ing the repeal of farm laws,

the Centre on Monday set up
a 29-member committee, as
promised by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, to  see how to
make the minimum support
price (MSP) more effective
and transparent. 

Besides, it will also suggest
measures to promote zero-
budget natural farming and
crop diversification to fulfil
the changing food security
requirement.

Former agriculture secre-
tary Sanjay Agarwal will head
the committee. The represen-
tatives from the Centre and
State Governments, farmers,
agricultural scientists and agri-
cultural economists have been
taken into the committee. 

Continued on Page 2
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The Supreme Court on
Monday directed that no

precipitative steps be taken
against Alt News co-founder
Mohammad Zubair in con-
nection with five FIRs lodged
against him in Uttar Pradesh
for allegedly outraging reli-
gious feelings. 

The apex court observed
that it seems to be a “vicious
cycle” where the moment
Zubair gets bail in one case,
there is another FIR against
him.  A bench of Justices DY
Chandrachud and AS Bopanna
said it would hear on July 20
the plea filed by Zubair, seek-
ing quashing of these FIRs.

“In the meantime, we
direct that no precipitative
steps shall be taken against the
petitioner (Zubair) in connec-

tion with any of the five FIRs,
which have been extracted
above (in the order), without
the leave of this court,” the
bench said while issuing notice
on his plea.

“What seems to be hap-
pening is the moment he got
bail in Delhi, he got bail in
Sitapur, the moment that hap-
pens, there is another FIR or he
is produced in another FIR,”
the bench orally observed while
terming it a “vicious cycle”.

Continued on Page 2
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Cracking the whip on his
party functionaries violat-

ing discipline amid the forma-
tion of a National Executive
Committee by rebel Sena fac-
tion leadership, Shiv Sena pres-
ident Uddhav Thackeray on
Monday sacked party’s two
senior leaders — Ramdas
Kadam and Anand Adsul —
for having been in regular
touch with Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde.

On a day when 12 rebel
MPs of the total 22 Sena MPs
attended a meeting of MPs
chaired by Shinde, Uddhav
expelled Kadam — who was in
the past Shiv Sena’s leader of
the Opposition in the State
Assembly — and former MP
Adsul, both of whom had
closely worked with late
Balasaheb Thackeray.

Simultaneously, Uddhav

— in an apparent effort to
regain control over the party
after the recent Shinde-trig-
gered rebellion — appointed
over 100 new office bearers in
various districts across the
State. However, details of new
appointments were not imme-
diately available.

Meanwhile, after chairing
a meeting of party MPs online
in which 12 of the 22 MPs were
present, Shinde headed for
New Delhi. 

It is his second visit to the
national Capital after taking
over as the new Chief Minister
on June 30. It comes ahead of
a bench of the  Supreme Court
headed Chief Justice of India
NV Ramana hearing a clutch of
petitions relating to the dis-
qualification of Shiv Sena
MLAs in the wake of Shinde-
engineered rebellion within
the Shiv Sena.

Kadam (58), whom

Uddhav sacked summarily
along with Adsul, was a Sena
leader from the coastal Konkan
region for nearly three decades. 

A four-time MLA and two-
time MLC, Kadam has served
as a Minister in the erstwhile
BJP-Shiv Sena Government.
His son, Yogesh Kadam, is an
MLA who joined the Shinde
faction of the Shiv Sena last
month.

A five-time former MP
from the Vidarbha region,
Adsul (75) had served as
Minister of State for Finance in
the Atal Bihari Vajpayee-
Government. His son Anand
Adsul is a former MLA from
Daryapur. Earlier in the day,
Kadam wrote to Uddhav vir-
tually challenging his leader-
ship and resigned as “leader” of
Shiv Sena. “Balasaheb
Thackeray made me a ‘leader’
of the Shiv Sena,” he said. 

Continued on Page 2
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Legendary ghazal singer
Bhupinder Singh died on

Monday due to suspected colon
cancer and Covid-19-related
complications at a Mumbai
hospital, his wife Mitali Singh
said. He was 82.

Singh was best known for
songs such as ‘Duniya Chhute
Yaar Na Chhute’ (Dharam
Kanta), ‘Thodi Si Zameen
Thoda Aasman’ (Sitara), which
he sang with the late legendary
singer Lata Mangeshkar, ‘Dil
Dhoondta Hai’ (Mausam),
‘Naam Gum Jayega’ (Kinara). 

“He was admitted to the
hospital eight to ten days ago
as he had some infection in the
urine. After tests were per-
formed, he tested positive for
Covid-19. He passed away at
around 7.45 pm due to sus-
pected colon cancer and had

Covid-19,” Mitali Singh, a well-
known singer, told PTI. The
couple has a son.

In his five-decade long
career, Bhupinder, born in
Amritsar, Punjab, had worked
with the biggest names of the
music industry such as
Mohammed Rafi, RD Burman,

Lata Mangeshkar, Asha Bhosle
and Bappi Lahiri, among oth-
ers. The couple sang many
popular songs, including ‘Do
Diwane Shahar Mein’, ‘Naam
Gum Jayega’, ‘Kabhi Kisi Ko
Mukammal’ and ‘Ek Akela is
Shehar Mein’ among 
others. PTI 
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The 16th round of talks
between military com-

manders of India and China
failed to break the logjam
regarding the ongoing stand-
offs at the three friction points
in Ladakh.  The two sides, how-
ever, agreed to continue the
process of dialogue to forge a
consensus for the early disen-
gagement of troops from the
face-off sites.

The Corps Commander-
level talks were held on Sunday
for more than 11 hours at the
Chushul-Moldo border meet-
ing point at the Line of Actual
Control(LAC)in Ladakh on
the Indian side.  Leh-based 14
Corps Chief Lt General
Anindya Sengupta led the
Indian delegation and Major

General Yang Lin led his team
from China.

The official joint statement
issued on Monday said “build-
ing on the progress made at the
last meeting on 11th March
2022, the two sides continued
discussions for the resolution of
the relevant issues along the
LAC in the Western Sector in
a constructive and forward-
looking manner.

They had a frank and in-
depth exchange of views in this
regard, in keeping with the
guidance provided by the State
Leaders to work for the reso-
lution of the remaining issues
at the earliest. The two sides
reaffirmed that the resolution
of the remaining issues would
help in the restoration of peace
and tranquility along the LAC
in the Western Sector and
enable progress in bilateral

relations.
In the interim, the two

sides agreed to maintain the
security and stability on the
ground in the Western Sector.
The two sides agreed to stay in
close contact and maintain
dialogue through military and
diplomatic channels and work
out a mutually acceptable res-
olution of the remaining issues
at the earliest.

The two sides reviewed
the present situation prevailing
on the ground at the friction
points in Eastern Ladakh and
agreed to maintain peace and
tranquility and avoid escalating
tension, sources said here. 

The Indian delegation also
brought up the issue of Chinese
fighter jets transgressing the no
fly zone close to the LAC in
Ladakh which may lead to
more tension, they said.  The

most recent case was reported
in June when a Chinese jet
came close to the LAC on its
side.  The two countries have
a pact that no jets can fly
within ten kms of the border on
either side.

Besides this issue, the talks
focused on firming up a
process for disengagement
from friction points at Depsang
Valley, Demchok, and Hot
Springs, they said.  India has all
along stressed that the complete
withdrawal of Chinese troops
from the stand-off sites and sta-
tus quo ante as prevailing prior
to May 2020 are the prerequi-
sites for restoring normal ties
between the two countries.

At present, more than
50,000 troops each from both
sides are facing each other at
the LAC thereby leading to ten-
sion in the border areas.
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Acity court on Monday
upheld the conviction of

real estate tycoons Sushil and
Gopal Ansal for tampering
with evidence in a case relat-
ed to the 1997 Uphaar cinema
fire, which had claimed 59
lives.

District Judge Dharmesh
Sharma dismissed the appeal
filed by real estate barons and
two others challenging their
conviction by a magisterial
court.

The court will hear argu-
ments on the quantum of pun-
ishment Tuesday.

The court, however,
acquitted one co-accused,
Anup Singh, in the case and
granted him bail.

A magisterial court had
convicted and awarded 7-year
jail terms to Ansals in the case,
besides imposing a fine of Rs

2.25 crore on each of them.
Besides Ansals, the court

had also awarded 7-year jail
terms to former court staff
Dinesh Chand Sharma and
two others -- P P Batra and
Anoop Singh -- and had
imposed a fine of three lakh
rupees each on them.

The case is related to tam-
pering with the evidence in the
main fire tragedy case in which
the Ansals were convicted and
sentenced to a 2-year jail term
by the Supreme Court.

The apex court, however,
released them taking into
account the prison time they
had done on the condition that
they pay a Rs 30 crore fine
each, to be used for building a
trauma centre in the national
capital.

The fire had broken out at
the Uphaar cinema during the
screening of the Hindi film
'Border' on June 13, 1997,
claiming 59 lives.
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The Public Works
Department (PWD) has

built a huge sump at Pul
Prahladpur underpass here and
installed additional motor
pumps to ensure waterlogging
does not take place there dur-
ing this monsoon season.

The underpass, which is
among PWD's seven critical
waterlogging points and also a
crucial link between southeast
and south Delhi, gets inundat-
ed every monsoon and is shut
for vehicular movement leading
to traffic snarls. Traffic move-
ment was shut at the underpass
after it was inundated during the

first monsoon showers on June
30. In May this year, a man also
drowned in waterlogged Pul
Prahladpur underpass.

According to a senior PWD
official, the capacity of the
sump constructed at Pul
Prahladpur underpass, located
on Mehrauli Badarpur (MB)
Road, is 7.5 lakh litre which will
help in solving waterlogging
issue there.

He said that the number of
"problem specific" solutions
have been taken to solve the
issue of waterlogging at Delhi's
seven critical points.

At the Pul Prahladpur
underpass, the main cause of
waterlogging is overflow of a

nearby sewer line of the Delhi
Jal Board (DJB), the official said.
"To overcome this issue, we have
completed construction of a
huge sump having 7.5 lakh litre
capacity and have also laid a
separate pipeline to discharge
the storm water in a nearby
MCD nullah.

"A permanent pump house
having six motors with a capac-
ity of 100 horse power each has
also been set up here to ooze out
water and clear the underpass,"
the official told.

Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal had last year
announced that city's drainage
system will be "overhauled" and
made "world class."
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From Page 1
Modi said in the last eight

years, his Government
increased the defence budget
and ensured that it is useful in
the development of defence
manufacturing ecosystem in
India.  He also complemented
the defence forces for prepar-
ing a list of 300 items that will
not be imported.

On equipping the soldiers
with modern weapons, the
Prime Minister said, “We have
the talent. It’s not smart to let
my soldiers go to the field with
the same 10 weapons that the
world has... I can’t take the risk.
My jawan will have what the
opponent won’t even think
of...” he said.

Referring to the impor-
tance of oceans and coasts in
India’s economy, the Prime
Minister said the role of the

Indian Navy is continuously
increasing and therefore self-
reliance of the Navy is of crit-
ical importance.

The Prime Minister noted
that now the threats to nation-
al security have also become
widespread, the methods of
warfare are also changing.

Modi also unveiled
‘SPRINT Challenges’, which
are aimed at giving a boost to
the usage of indigenous tech-
nology in the Indian Navy.  As
a part of the “Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav”, the NIIO, in con-
junction with the Defence
Innovation Organisation
(DIO), aims at inducting at
least 75 new indigenous tech-
nologies into the Indian Navy.
This collaborative project is
named SPRINT (Supporting
Pole-Vaulting in R&D through
iDEX, NIIO and TDAC).

From Page 1
In Delhi, voting ended

with 98.90 per cent of the elec-
tors permitted to vote in
Parliament House exercising
their franchise, said Returning
Officer PC Mody.

Briefing reporters after the
voting, he said 736 electors -
727 MPs and nine MLAs - had
been permitted by the Election
Commission to vote at
Parliament House. Eight MPs,
including BJP’s Sunny Deol, did
not cast their vote.

As polling gathered pace
for a race in which the end
result is seemingly clear, Sinha
appealed to parliamentarians

and legislators to listen to their
“inner voice” and support him.

“I have repeatedly said this
election is very important as it
will decide the direction as to
whether democracy will
remain in India or will slowly
end. The indications that we are
getting is that we are moving
towards its end,” the 84-year-
old told reporters.

Murmu, who at 64 could
be among the youngest
Presidents of India, did not
speak today but said on Sunday
that tribals and women are
delighted over her nomination.

The votes will be counted
on July 21 and the next

President will take oath on July
25.Irrespective of Opposition
candidate Sinha’s appeal to
“inner voice vote “, in Assam,
AIUDF MLA Karimuddin
Barbhuiyan claimed that
around 20 Congress MLAs
from the State cross-voted.

In Uttar Pradesh, Shivpal
Singh Yadav of the Pragatisheel
Samajwadi Party Lohia claimed
he would never support Sinha
as he had once accused his
brother, SP patriarch Mulayam,
of being an “ISI agent”.

Haryana Congress MLA
Kuldeep Bishnoi, who had
cross-voted in last month’s
Rajya Sabha polls, also indi-

cated that he had supported the
ruling NDA candidate.

“Like Rajya Sabha, I have
cast my vote in this election too
as per my conscience,” he told
reporters.Congress MLA in
Odisha Mohammed Moquim
created a flutter by announcing
that he had voted in favour of
Murmu as she was a “daughter
of Odisha”. In Jharkhand, NCP
MLA Kamlesh Singh
announced his backing for
Murmu and said he went by his
“conscience call”.

His party colleague
Kandhal Jadeja echoed him in
Gujarat. “I cast my vote for the
BJP candidate,” he said.

Maharashtra BJP president
Chandrakant Patil was confi-
dent some Congress legislators,
who were absent during the
Eknath Shinde Government’s
trust vote, voted for Murmu.

“I am sure some Congress
MLAs who remained absent
during the vote of confidence
will apply their conscience this
time as well,” Patil said in
Mumbai. The Congress, he
said, can’t guard its own MLAs.

Shiromani Akali Dal MLA
Manpreet Singh Ayali chose to
boycott the poll and blamed the
BJP-led Centre, previous
Congress-led Governments

As per Article 54 of the

Constitution, the President of
India is elected by the Members
of an Electoral College con-
sisting of the elected members
of both Houses of Parliament,
and the elected members of the
Legislative Assemblies of all
States [including National
Capital Territory of Delhi and
the Union Territory of
Puducherry.

The members nominated
to either House of Parliament
or the Legislative Assemblies of
States, including the NCT of
Delhi and Union Territory of
Puducherry, are not eligible to
be included in the Electoral
College.

From Page 1
Mann is always seen carry-

ing a 3-foot-long kirpan across
his shoulders, whereas Sikh
Parliamentarians are allowed to
carry only 9 inches long kirpan
as per security protocols of the
Ministry of Home Affairs.

Mann said he requested the
Speaker to make him a member
of the Parliamentary Standing
Committee on External Affairs
and Defence.

Talking to reporters after

coming out of Parliament, Mann
said he continues to support the
issue of Khalistan. “There should
be a separate country for Sikhs.
And Khalistan would act as a
buffer State between two nuclear
nations--India and Pakistan,” he
said. Asked why he is talking
about a separate Sikh country
while also pledging to protect the
integrity of India, he said, “You
are trying to corner me over this,
but what would you say about
what is happening in the Ladakh

region? What is China doing
there?”

Mann also defended his
controversial remarks on Bhagat
Singh. “Bhagat Singh had killed
a young, English naval officer. He
had killed an Amritdhari Sikh
constable. What would you call
a person who hurled a bomb on
Parliament? Tell me what would
you call him?” Mann won the
by-election for Sangrur, a seat
vacated by Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann.

From Page 1
The bench observed that it

had requested Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta, who
was present in the court, to
assist in the matter. “What is
happening Solicitor is that
contents of all these FIRs seem
to be similar,” the bench
observed during the hearing.

Earlier in the day, advocate
Vrinda Grover, appearing for
Zubair, had mentioned the
matter for urgent listing before
a bench headed by Chief
Justice N V Ramana. The CJI
directed Grover to mention
before Justice Chandrachu’s
Bench as it was hearing
Zubair’s earlier bail petition.

In the order, Justice
Chandrachud-led bench noted
that the subject matter of the
present proceedings under
Article 32 of the Constitution
arises from five FIRs lodged
against the petitioner. 

“Since the petition is not

on board today, we direct the
registry to list it on July 20,” the
bench said. 

During the hearing,
Grover said now six FIRs have
been registered in Uttar
Pradesh against Zubair -- two
in Hathras, one each in Sitapur,
Lakhimpur Kheri,
Muzaffarnagar, and
Ghaziabad.

She said once the apex
court granted him interim bail
in the FIR lodged at Sitapur, a
warrant in another FIR came.
The fresh plea of Zubair has
also challenged the constitu-
tion of the Special
Investigation Team (SIT) by
the Uttar Pradesh Government
to probe these cases. 

The plea said all the FIRs
filed in Uttar Pradesh and
transferred to the SIT for
investigation are the subject
matter of the first FIR which
is being probed by the Delhi
Police Special Cell.

From Page 1
The team shall work close-

ly with the State health depart-
ments and take stock of the on-
ground situation and recom-
mend necessary public health
interventions, the officials had
said.“The Government is taking
proactive steps by monitoring the
situation carefully and coordi-
nating with the States in case of
any such possibility of outbreak,”
the Ministry had said.

According to the WHO
Regional Director, “Monkeypox
requires collective attention and
coordinated action to stop its fur-
ther spread. In addition to using

public health measures and
ensuring health tools are avail-
able to at-risk populations and
shared fairly, it is important to
work with communities to
ensure that people who are most
at risk, have the information and
support they need to protect
themselves and others.”

Monkeypox virus is trans-
mitted from infected animals to
humans via indirect or direct
contact. Human-to-human
transmission can occur through
direct contact with infectious
skin or lesions, including face-to-
face, skin-to-skin and respirato-
ry droplets.

From Page 1
The Government has

opened a door for the farmers’
union Sanyukt Kisan Morcha
(SKM) under which hundreds of
farmers from Punjab, Haryana
and Western UP had staged
protests at Delhi borders for over
a year pressing their demand on
the legal guarantee of the MSP.
The Government had earlier
asked the SKM to provide at least
three names, which it has not
provided to the Government.
The SKM is yet to take any offi-
cial stand on the formation of the
committee but have put question
marks over the term of reference
and composition of the com-
mittee.The committee will give
its report on making available
MSP to farmers of the country
by making the system more
effective and transparent. It will

also suggest giving more auton-
omy to the Commission for
Agricultural Costs and Prices
(CACP) and measures to make
it more scientific.

“To strengthen the
Agricultural Marketing System
as per the changing requirements
of the country to ensure higher
value to the farmers through
remunerative prices of their pro-
duce by taking advantage of the
domestic and export opportu-
nities.” The notification issued by
the Ministry of Agriculture said.

The other members of the
committee are Ramesh Chand,
a member of the NITI Aayog,
agriculture economists Dr CSC
Shekhar (Indian Institute of
Economic Development) and Dr
Sukhpal Singh (IIM,
Ahmedabad), farmers from
other organization - Gunwant

Patil, Krishnaveer Choudhary,
Pramod Kumar Choudhary,
Guni Prakash and Sayyed Pasha
Patel are the members of the
committee. Besides, award win-
ner farmer Bharat Bhushan
Tyagi, Dilip Sanghani,
Chairman, from IFFCO, Binod
Anand, General Secretary from
CNRI.

The committee will give its
suggestions to make the farm
advisory body Commission for
Agricultural Costs and Prices
(CACP) independent and also
give its suggestions on zero-
budget farming. Zero-budget
natural farming, as the name
implies, is a method of farming
where the cost of growing and
harvesting plants is zero. It will
report on the export of agricul-
tural products to increase the
farmers’ income.
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From Page 1
However, after this death, I

experienced that the post now
has no value,” Kadam stated in
his letter to the Sena president.

Kadam in his  letter point-
ed out that during 2019, he was
among those who requested
not to have an alliance with the
NCP and Congress.

Kadam had been sidelined
within the Shiv Sena for quite
some time, as he did not have
good equations with former
minister and MLC Anil Parab,
who is a confidant of Uddhav

In his letter, Kadam claimed
that his son Yogesh had been
“insulted” several times in the
recent past.  He said when

Uddhav was the Chief Minister
and was busy, senior leaders of
the party were not taken into
confidence.

On his part, Adsul had
resigned as “leader” of Shiv
Sena last week. Adsul has been
on the scanner of the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
in an alleged money laundering
case.

In a related development,
Shinde announced the forma-
tion of the National Executive of
his party.

Shinde is the “chief leader”
of the new National Executive.
He also chaired a meeting of
MPs via video conference.
Twelve out of the 22 MPs attend-
ed the meeting.

The Shiv Sena has 19 Lok
Sabha MPs - 18 from
Maharashtra, while one is from
Dadra & Nagar Haveli. The
Sena has three Rajya Sabha
members -- Sanjay Raut, Anil
Desai and Priyanka Chaturvedi.

It is not certain as yet
whether the new Shinde group
of Sena MPs will get recognition
as a group on Tuesday or post

Wednesday’s Supreme Court
hearing when the apex court’s
Constitutional bench hears the
plea of disqualification of Shinde
and other MLAs besides a
bunch of petitions.

While Deepak Kesarkar has
been appointed as a Sena
spokesperson,  Ramdas Kadam
and Anandrao Adsul - who
were sacked from the parent
party --- have been appointed as
“leaders”.

In addition, Yashwant
Jadhav, Gulabrao Patil, Uday
Samant, Sharad Ponkshe, Tanaji
Sawant, Vijay Nahata, Shivajirao
Adharao Patil have been
appointed as “deputy leaders”.

In New Delhi, the MPs met
at Shiv Sena’s Parliamentary
Party leader Sanjay  Raut’s resi-
dence - in which RS MPs -
Chaturvedi and Desai were pre-
sent besides LS MPs - Vinayak
Raut, Arvind Sawant and
Omraje Nimbalkar were present.
Senior leader Gajanan Kirtikar
could not make it to the meet-
ing as he was ailing.

Talking to media persons in
the national Capital, Raut
dubbed the Shinde-headed
Maharashtra Government as
“illegal”.  “Given that the
Supreme Court hearing is pend-
ing and we have initiated legal
proceedings of disqualification
against 16 MLAs, the
Maharashtra Government itself
is illegal. If the same  fate Shinde
MPs in the Lok Sabha. We will
move the court against the MPs
concerned, if Shinde tries to
form a separate group in
Parliament,” he said.
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In a bid to provide employ-
ment opportunities to

women in the public trans-
portation sector, the Delhi gov-
ernment will bear 50 per cent
of the cost for each woman
undergoing training at its cen-
tres.

The government launched
a scheme on Monday to pro-
vide financial support to
women willing to take driver
training to become profes-
sional taxi drivers in future,
said an official statement.

50 per cent of the training
cost that is approximately Rs
4,800 would be borne by the
transport department for each
woman. The training of women
will be conducted at in-house
driving training centres set up
by the government at Burari,
Loni and Sarai Kale Khan.
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal, his deputy

Manish Sisodia, Assembly
Speaker Ram Niwas Goel and
Leader of the Opposition
Ramvir Singh Bidhuri cast
their vote in the Presidential
polls at the Assembly on
Monday, hoping that the coun-
try will get a "good" President. 

A total of 68 MLAs in the
70-member Delhi Assembly,
except Delhi Minister
Satyendar Jain and AAP's
Mustafabad MLA Haji Yunus
cast their votes. While Jain is in
judicial custody in an alleged
money laundering case being

probed by the Enforcement
Directorate, Yunus is in Saudi
Arabia for Haj pilgrimage. The
Chief Minister, after casting his
vote at Delhi Assembly,
expressed optimism that the
country will get a "strong and
prudent" President after the
elections. 

Delhi Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia, AAP
MLAs Shiv Charan Goel and
Bhavna Gaur, and BJP's Mohan
Singh Bisht were among the
early voters.  Deputy Speaker

Rakhi Birla, all the Ministers of
the Kejriwal Government and
the newly-elected Rajinder
Nagar MLA Durgesh Pathak,
too, cast their votes. NDA can-
didate Droupadi Murmu is
pitted against joint Opposition
pick Yashwant Sinha in the poll
to elect the next President of
the country. 

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) had earlier announced
that it would support Sinha in
the polls. Voting began amid
tight security arrangements at

the Delhi Assembly premises at
10 A.M. and by 3 P.M. 60
MLAs, including eight from the
BJP, had cast their votes, offi-
cials said. 

Earlier in the day, Delhi
Assembly Speaker Ram Niwas
Goel said the President of
India is the highest constitu-
tional post of the country for
which voting was on, accord-
ing to the due process and
rules. With MLAs casting their
votes for the presidential poll in
the Delhi Assembly building,
arrangements were made on
Monday to check for any
Covid-19 symptoms among
those entering the premises.  

An isolation room was set
up at entry of Assembly build-
ing where anyone found with
coronavirus-like symptoms was
to be kept and checked for the
infection before being allowing
to proceed further. 
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The Delhi Police’s Crime
Branch has arrested a 25-

year-old struggling model and
his girlfriend with more than
one kilogram of charas, also
known as Malana Cream, worth
Rs one crore in the international
market. Police said that the
duo used to supply drugs to stu-
dents in Delhi University.

The accused have been
identified as Shubham
Malhotra, a resident of Old
Gupta Colony and Kirti, a res-
ident of Delhi’s Mahipalpur
area. According to Rohit Meena,
the Deputy Commissioner of
Police (DCP), Crime Branch, on
July 12 at about 4.00 A.M., spe-
cific inputs were received that
Shubham was supplying charas,
after procuring it from Malana
in Himachal Pradesh and that
he would come to Delhi

through Singhu Border,
between 6 A.M. to 7 A.M.
“Acting on inputs, a police team
was formed and a trap was laid
at Singhu Border. At about 6.40
A.M. Shubham’s car was iden-
tified but he could not be
stopped due to heavy rain and
then he drove dangerously to
evade arrest,” said the DCP.

“However, police managed
to nab him and Kriti near Old
Gupta Colony Chowk, after a
high speed chase of 45 minutes.
During the cursory check of the
car, one packet of charas was
recovered from dashboard of
the car, concealed behind the
music system,” said the DCP.

“A total of 1.010 kg of cha-
ras was recovered and a case
under Section 20/25/29 of the
Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act was registered and
the accused were placed under
arrest,” said the DCP.

$���!���������
���!�����������
%���������������
������ 5���������


������$������� �3-� 3,4)

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Monday

demanded that the Centre
withdraw the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) it has fresh-
ly imposed on pre-packed and
labelled food items.

“It is very regrettable that
on one hand, inflation in the
country is at an all-time high
and on the other, the Central
Government has hiked the
GST on basic commodities
like pulses and rice. We
demand that the Central
Government revoke this hike,”
said Kejriwal. The Centre
imposed a five per cent GST on
pre-packed and labelled food

items such as meat (except
frozen), fish, curd, paneer,
honey, dried leguminous veg-
etables, makhana, wheat and
other cereals, wheat or meslin
flour, jaggery, puffed rice, all
goods and organic manure and
coir pith compost from
Monday. “Delhi is the only
State   which is working tire-
lessly to give some relief to the
citizens from inflation and
people themselves agree to
this. We provide excellent edu-
cation to their children free of
cost. They get excellent treat-
ment, 24x7 electricity, and
water for free. Women can
travel for free in the
Government buses. If you add
all this, every family makes a

saving of Rs 10-15 thousand
every month,” said Kejriwal.

Meanwhile, traders in the
national Capital have opposed
the GST Council's decision
and termed it an "anti-people
move". Chamber of Trade and
Industry chairman Brijesh
Goyal said this is first time
since Independence that dal,
rice, flour, cereals, curd, and
lassi that used to be tax-free,
have been taxed.

"We are against this deci-
sion and it should be rolled
back. This will prove to be
detrimental for the common
all. This is an anti-people
move," said Delhi Grain
Merchant Association presi-
dent Naresh Kumar Gupta.
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Monday said,

“I am not a criminal" and
stressed that there appears to be
a "political reason" behind the
delay in granting him permis-
sion to visit Singapore for the
World Cities Summit. 

Miffed over the pending
clearance from the Centre for
the visit, Kejriwal had on
Sunday written to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, say-
ing he has been waiting for per-

mission from the Lieutenant-
Governor’s office for over a
month. 

Kejriwal said he was spe-
cially invited to the World
Cities Summit in Singapore by
the Government of that coun-
try, where he would present the
Delhi Model before world lead-
ers and bring laurels to India.

"I am not a criminal. I am
a Chief Minister and a free cit-
izen of the country. There was
no legal basis to stop me from
visiting Singapore so there
appears to be a political reason

behind this," he said. High
Commissioner of Singapore
Simon Wong had in June invit-
ed Kejriwal to World Cities
Summit to be held in the first
week of August.  The Delhi
Chief Minister has been asked
to attend a programme on the
first day.

The Chief Minister said he
usually does not go on foreign
visits but intended to go to the
Singapore summit as it con-
cerned the progress of the
country and was a chance to
showcase India’s progress there.
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Cracking the whip against
corruption, Delhi

Lieutenant-Governor Vinai
Kumar Saxena has given nod to
a CBI investigation against a for-
mer Sub-Registrar of Hauz Khas
for sale of Government land
measuring over eight bighas in
Said-ul-Ajaib area worth crores
of rupees in December 2019,
sources said on Monday. The L-
G also approved an ACB
enquiry against a Junior
Engineer of  Public Works
Department (PWD) for taking
a bribe.

Last month, five officers,
including an ADM, two SDMs,
a Sub-Registrar and a Deputy
Secretary of Delhi Government,
were suspended on L-G's
instructions over alleged land-
related "scams" in north and
south Delhi.

Hooda, the then Sub-
Registrar of Said-ul-Ajaib, in
South Delhi, registered sale
deed of land measuring eight
bighas and 14 bighas, in a
prima facie case of illegality for
financial benefits from private
individuals concerned, with-
out proper verification and
obtaining ‘NOC’ from office of
LAC, South and caused huge
loss to State exchequer. 

The notified Government
gram sabha land in question was
in possession of forest depart-
ment of Delhi Government.

As per official sources, the
CBI had sought permission for
granting sanction for investiga-
tion into criminal misconduct
by Hooda on February 22 on
the basis of a complaint date
April 9, 2021. The CBI had
informed that discreet inquiry
has established that prima facie
there is merit in complaint.

“It may be noted that deci-
sions in such cases are based
purely on merit without any
extraneous consideration and
involve ample application of
mind. This came to fore when
L-G did not grant approval to
the request of the ACB to reg-
ister a case against SS Saini, Ex.
En. and Shiv Kumar, Assistant
Engineer, PWD, citing unjusti-
fied delay, lack of any justifica-
tion or reasoning and absence
of any documents, records to
support the allegations levelled,
for registration of case,” it said.
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Students seeking admission
to entry-level classes in pri-

vate schools under the
Economically Weaker Section
(EWS), Disadvantaged Group
(DG) and Children with
Special Needs (CWSN) cate-
gory will now be able to choose
an institution within a three km
radius of their residence instead
of the earlier one kilometre as
first preference.

According to the Officials
of Directorate of Education, it
came to the government's
notice that candidates residing
in a neighbourhood within
one kilometre of a particular
school are usually selected in
the computerised draw of lots
and chances of those residing
between one and three kilo-
metres get minimised as most
of the seats gets filled. "In

order to ensure uniform oppor-
tunity to more and more
desirous parents to seek admis-
sion of their wards under EWS,
DG and Children With Special
Needs (CWSN) category at
entry-level classes in private
unaided recognised school of
their choice of nearby locality,
a measure is being adopted by
the DoE for making 0 to 3 km
as first preference instead of 0
to 1 km in the interest of
deserving eligible candidates,"
Education Director Himanshu
Gupta said.

According to the provi-
sions of the Right to Education
Act 2009, all private schools in
Delhi (except the minorities
schools) are required to reserve
25 per cent of seats for EWS
and DG students during
admissions at the entry level,
and compulsorily provide them
free education.
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Stating that “democracy func-
tions with everyone's

‘prayaas’”,  Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Monday
urged MPs to do “deep think-
ing and discussion” and  make
positive contribution to policies
and decisions.

Speaking with newsper-
sons before the commence-
ment of the Monsoon Session,
Modi said Parliament functions
and takes best decisions with
everyone's 'prayaas' (efforts)
and urged parliamentarians to
make full use of this session in
national interest.

"We always consider the
House an efficient medium of
dialogue, a pilgrimage place.
Where there is dialogue with an
open mind, there are fierce
debates if needed, there is also
criticism and by very good
analysis of things a very posi-
tive contribution can be made
to policies and decisions," the
prime minister said. 

He urged all MPs to under-
take deep thinking and dis-
cussion, and make the House
as much productive and fruit-
ful as possible."For that every-
one's contribution is needed.
Democracy functions with
everyone's 'prayaas' (efforts),
House functions with every-
one's 'prayaas', House takes
the best decisions with every-
one's 'prayaas'. And therefore,
to enhance the dignity of the

House, while fulfilling our
duties, we should make the
most of this session in nation-
al interest," Modi said.

He asked MPs to remem-
ber every moment those who
spent their youth, their lives for
freedom and those who
embraced martyrdom for it.
"Keeping their dreams in mind,
and when August 15 is before
us, then the House should be
utilised most positively. This is
my request," Modi said.

In a lighter vein, the prime
minister also said that in Delhi
rains have begun, but the heat
outside is not reducing and
wondered whether the heat
will come down inside
Parliament.

"This period is very
important. It is the period of
'Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav'.
August 15 has a special signif-
icance and for the coming 25
years, when the country will
celebrate its centenary, then
how our journey of 25 years is,
how fast we move forward, how
many new heights we scale, it
is a period for making such res-
olutions," Modi said.

"Giving direction to the
country by being devoted to
those resolutions, ensuring that
the House leads the country, all
the members of the House
become instrumental in filling
new energy in the nation. In
that sense, this session is also
very important," Prime
Minister said. This session is
also important because elec-
tions for the office of President
and Vice President are taking
place, he said. During this
period, the new President and
Vice President will begin guid-
ing the nation, Modi said.
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The first day of the
Monsoon Session of

Parliament commenced on an
uproarious note on Monday
with the Opposition vocifer-
ously demanding discussion
on  issues ranging from price
rise to the ‘Agnipath’  army
recruitment  scheme forcing
adjournments of the two
Houses for the day.

The morning session of
the Lok Sabha was adjourned
until 2 pm to allow members
to vote in the Presidential
election even as opposition
members tried to raise their
issues.

Three newly-elected MPs
— Bollywood actor and
Trinamool Congress'
Shatrughan Sinha (West
Bengal) and two BJP members
from Uttar Pradesh Dinesh Lal
Yadav Nirahua and
Ghanshyam Singh Lodhi —
took oath as member of the
Lok Sabha.  

Speaker Om Birla then
read out obituary references to
three foreign leaders — former
Japan prime minister Shinzo
Abe, United Arab Emirates
president and Abu Dhabi ruler
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al
Nahyan and Kenya's third
president Mwai Kibaki.  

As opposition members
raised slogans, Speaker said
elections in India are celebrat-
ed as a festival and since the
election to the President was
underway, it should also be cel-
ebrated.  He  said members
should participate in the festi-
val and adjourned the House
adjourned till 2 pm.  Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh, Home Minister Amit
Shah, Congress leader Sonia
Gandhi and Congress leader of
the house Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury were among those
present in the House. When
the Lok Sabha  resumed pro-
ceedings, a bill to grant statu-
tory cover to family courts set
up in Himachal Pradesh and
Nagaland and retrospectively
validate all actions taken by
them was introduced  amidst
din by Law Minister Kiren
Rijiju amid din created by
opposition members over
issues such as rising inflation
and Agnipath military recruit-
ment scheme. 

The house was adjourned
for the day  by BJP member
Rajendra Agarwal who was in
the chair after about six min-
utes’ proceedings.

The Family Courts Act
was enacted in 1984 to set up
family courts to promote con-
ciliation and secure speedy
settlement of disputes related
to marriage and family affairs.
There are 715 family courts
functioning across 26 states
and Union territories in the
country.

Two family courts were
established in Nagaland in
2008 and three in Himachal
Pradesh in 2019 through noti-
fications issued by the respec-
tive state governments.

The issue of lack of juris-
diction of family courts in
Himachal Pradesh came to
the fore during proceedings of
the Himachal Pradesh High
Court last year.The Rajya
Sabha  too could not be run in
the wake  of loud  opposition
protests. 
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The CBI has busted an ille-
gal wildlife inter-State trade

racket and arrested three per-
sons with 26 tiger and leopard
claws. “A case was registered
against three accused and
unknown others. It was alleged
that a network of inter-state
gangs was involved in illegal
trafficking of wildlife material. 

CBI in association with
the official of Wildlife Crime
Control Bureau conducted
searches at Delhi and recovered
19 numbers of leopard/tiger
claws from the said accused,”
the CBI said in a statement.
Further searches were con-
ducted at certain places in
Jaipur which resulted in the
recovery of 7seven more

tiger/leopard claws, it further
said. The CBI acted on an input
that Sunny, a resident of
Vikaspuri in Delhi, is in the
possession of a large number of
tiger and leopard claws which
he was going to sell to dealers,
officials said.

The central agency was
also intimated about his other
gang members who were com-
ing from Jaipur to help him
strike the deal with wildlife
smugglers, they said.

A team of officials along
with experts from the Wildlife
Crime Control Bureau
(WCCB) and independent wit-
nesses were sent to lay an
ambush on the suspects based
on the basis of source infor-
mation, they said. Sources said
the claws are used in Chinese

traditional medicine and some
'tantrik' (occult) rituals within
the country, making them
extremely valuable in the black
market.

The team had maintained
intense surveillance since July
14 through its source on every
movement of Pamjeet Singh
alias Sunny and his accomplices
— Ashok Parekh and Pintal
Patel — who were coming
from Jaipur, they said. 

The source informed them
that Parekh and Patel will reach
Delhi by 10 PM on July 14 and
the trio was planning to sell the
contraband to an unknown
dealer the next day near a
hotel in Karol Bagh. After visu-
al confirmation from the
source, the CBI nabbed the trio
with the claws which were

hidden in their clothes. The
WCCB expert also confirmed
the four claws to be of tiger
while remaining were that of
leopards, they said. The
accused were brought to the
CBI headquarters where the
seizure memo was prepared
and they were taken into cus-
tody.

The agency then started a
subsequent operation to arrest
remaining members of the
wildlife trading ring conduct-
ing searches at multiple loca-
tions in Delhi and Jaipur in
which seven more claws were
recovered from Jaipur, they
added. 

The arrested accused were
produced before the
Competent Court at Delhi and
remanded to the CBI custody

$�
�� �3-� 3,4)

The CBI on Monday said it
has arrested eight persons,

including the suspected mas-
termind and paper solvers,
allegedly impersonating real
candidates to help them in the
NEET entrance for undergrad-
uate medical courses.

The agency received inputs
that several people had entered
into a criminal conspiracy to
arrange solvers to impersonate
real candidates in the NEET
exam conducted by National
Testing Agency (NTA) at several
centres in Delhi and Haryana on
Sunday, the FIR alleged.

It was alleged that the
impersonators planned to
appear in the NEET UG Exam,
2022 held on July 17 for admis-
sions in undergraduate medical

courses in place of actual can-
didates and take the test in lieu
of huge amounts of money.
The CBI has alleged that user
IDs and passwords of the can-
didates were collected by the
accused, who made necessary
modifications for getting desired
examination centres.

"They also used the process
of mixing and morphing of
photographs to facilitate use of
proxy candidates for appearing
in the examination," the FIR
alleged. The agency has filed the
FIR against Sushil Ranjan, Brij
Mohan Singh, Pappu, Uma
Shankar Gupta, Nidhi, Krishna
Shankar Yogi, Sunny Ranjan,
Raghunandan, Jeepu Lal,
Hemendra and Bharat Singh.
The accused have been booked

under Indian Penal Code (IPC)
Sections relating to criminal
conspiracy, cheating by imper-
sonation, cheating, forgery of
valuable security, forgery for the
purpose of cheating and using
forged documents as genuine.

The FIR was registered on
Sunday, the day on which the
NEET examination was held.

The FIR followed source
information being received by
the CBI that one Sushil Ranjan,
resident of House Number 108,
Gautam Niwas, Gautamnagar,
Delhi, Brij Mohan Singh, Pappu,
Uma Shankar Gupta and
unknown others, in criminal
conspiracy with each other are
involved in arranging solvers
who will impersonate them-
selves as real candidates in the

NEET examination at several
centres in Delhi and Haryana,
according to the FIR. 

According to the inputs, the
solvers were to appear in place
of actual candidates and take the
examination in lieu of huge
sums of money. Copies of iden-
tity cards of the candidates
were collected for the purpose
of making forged ID cards.
Information also revealed that
all solvers and middlemen along
with their associates had come
to Delhi on Saturday and
Sunday and were staying at
hotels in the city.

“The information reveals
that the suspect persons and
unknown others are indulging
in use of fraudulent means in
NEET UG 2022 examination
being on 17.07.2022, thereby
cheating the NTA, genuine
meritorious candidates and the
public at large.” added FIR. 

The mastermind and
solvers were caught from dif-
ferent examination centers and
other places Delhi and Haryana
while appearing\impersonating
as candidates
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The Supreme Court on
Monday stayed the direc-

tions of the Karnataka High
Court's Justice HP Sandesh
seeking closure reports filed by
the State's Anti-Corruption
Bureau and the service records
of officers, including the
ADGP, while taking up a bail
plea in a bribery case.  

A bench comprising Chief
Justice NV Ramana and
Justices Krishna Murari and
Hima Kohli said the High
Court judge, hearing the bail
petition of an accused, made
some "irrelevant observations"
beyond the scope of the bail
application. 

The top court, however,
refused to expunge the remarks
and transfer the case to some
other bench in the high court,
saying it has to “balance the
sides”. 

"The proceedings before
the Karnataka High Court,
which are not linked with the
proceedings with the accused,
are stayed. We request the high
court to consider the bail appli-
cation of the accused. List it
after three weeks,” the bench
said. 

Besides adverse oral obser-
vations, the HC judge had
issued directions ranging from
seeking reports on prosecu-
tion/closure of cases, probed by
the ACB, since 2016 and sum-
moning confidential service
records of the Additional
Director General of Police
while considering the regular
bail application of an accused,
the apex court was told by
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the State

Government.
The top court was hearing

as many as three petitions filed
by the Karnataka Government,
Seemanth Kumar Singh,
ADGP of Anti-Corruption
Bureau, and jailed  officer J
Manjunath against the adverse
remarks of Justice Sandesh of
the high court.  The HC judge
had orally called the ACB a
"collection centre" and Singh a
"tainted officer". Justice
Sandesh had also claimed to

have received a threat of trans-
fer in his order after his adverse
remarks and had widened the
scope of hearing while consid-
ering the bail plea of one
Mahesh in the case.  Senior
advocate Mukul Rohatgi,
appearing for the ACB ADGP,
sought expunction of adverse
remarks.  "Sorry, we have to
balance the sides. We cannot be
seen to be favouring one side",
the CJI said while ordering
notices on the pleas.
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The Supreme Court on
Monday directed all States

and Union Territories to ensure
payment of compensation to
family members of COVID-19
victims without wasting any
time. 

A bench of Justices MR
Shah and BV Nagarathna said
that if any claimant has griev-
ance with respect to the non-
payment of compensation
and/or rejection of their claim
then they may approach the
grievance redressal committee
concerned.

It also directed the griev-
ance redressal committee to
decide the application of the
claimant within four weeks.
With regard to the plea alleg-
ing transfer of funds by the
Andhra Pradesh government

from the State Disaster
Response Force (SDRF) to per-
sonal deposit accounts, the
bench directed the funds be
transferred to the SDRF
account within two days.

"We close the proceedings
while directing all the states to
see that the compensation
payable under our earlier order
be made to eligible persons
without wasting any time and
if any claimant has any griev-
ance they may approach the
concerned grievance redressal
committee," the bench said. 

The top court had earlier
granted a "last opportunity" to
the Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment to file its response on a
plea alleging transfer of funds
by state from SDRF to person-
al deposit accounts and had
restrained state government
from diverting funds and
issued notice to it in matter.
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An alert Rajya Sabha
Chairman M Venkaiah

Naidu on Monday detected a
faux pas that inadvertently
missed the Upper House sec-
retariat’s scrutiny. The matter
is related to Jaggeesh, elected
to the Rajya Sabha from
Karnataka. He had taken oath
along with others in the Rajya
Sabha chamber on July 8 when
the House was not in session.
But he did so in the name of
Raghavendra Swamy.

On Monday, his name was
again in the list of members
scheduled for oath taking. But
this time round, his name was
listed as Jaggeesh.Recalling
that Jaggeesh had taken the
oath earlier, Naidu pointed it
out and asked the Rajya Sabha
secretariat officials to see if it
is in order.  After due exami-
nation, the RS officials sub-
mitted to Naidu that it was not
in order and the member
needs to take oath again. 

Complying with norms,
Jaggeesh took oath again in the
House with all others. "While
taking the oath, one should
read the prescribed form. Any
deviation will make their oath
invalid. I don't want to name
anybody, one of the members
has to take the oath again today
because of such deviation," he
said without naming anyone.

Naidu said nothing other
than the prescribed oath will
be part of the record. "And,
secondly, it will invalidate your
oath. If somebody questions,
then it will be a problem also.
Please keep this in mind and
also follow my advice."

He also directed the offi-
cials to ensure such goof ups
do not recur. At the same
time, he asked the members to
get registered only their official
name for proceedings and all
practical purpose in the
Parliament. Earlier in the day
when Monsoon Session start-
ed, several members including
former finance minister P
Chidambaram and cricketer-
turn-politician Harbhajan
Singh were among the 28
recently elected Rajya Sabha
MPs who took oath. 

Kapil Sibal,
Chidambaram's former col-
league in the previous UPA
government, also took oath as
a member of the Upper House.

Sibal quit Congress and
was elected to Rajya Sabha as
an independent candidate
from Uttar Pradesh with the
support of the Samajwadi
Party. Harbhajan Singh, who
was elected to the Upper
House from Punjab as Aam
Adami Party (AAP) nominee,

took oath in Punjabi. Others
who took oath were Shiv Sena
leader Sanjay Raut, former
Union minister Praful Patel,
Congress spokesperson
Randeep Singh Surjewala, RJD

supremo Lalu Prasad's daugh-
ter Misa Bharti and Congress
leader Rajeev Shukla. 

The list also included
YSRCP's Masthan Rao Beeda
and V Vijayasai Reddy, RJD's
Faiyaz Ahmad, JD-U's Khiru
Mahto, JMM's Mahua Maji,
BJD's Sasmit Patra, AAP's
Sandeep Kumar Pathak and
Vikramjit Singh Sahney
DMK's R Girirajan, S
Kalyanasundaram and KRN
Rajeshkumar as well as
AIADMK's C Ve Shanmugam,
and Javed Ali Khan of the SP.

BJP's Shambhu Sharan
Patel, Aditya Prasad and
Jaggesh, as well as Congress
leaders Ranjeet Ranjan,
Pramod Kumar and Imran
Pratapgarhi and nominated
member V Vijayendra Prasad
took oath too.

The Chairman asked
members taking oath to go
back to their respective seats
after signing member's regis-
ter and not start exchanging
pleasantries with other leaders.
"Meeting and greeting can be
done afterwards," he said. 
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NDA’s Vice Presidential
candidate Jagdeep

Dhankhar on Monday filed his
nomination papers flanked
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Cabinet members,
including Amit Shah, Rajnath
Singh and Nitin Gadkari
besides BJP president J P
Nadda.

After filing his nomina-
tion, Dhankar who is all set to
replace M Venkaiah Naidu
given the numbers on his
side, told the media that he
will always strive to enhance
democratic values.

Dhankhar highlighted his
humble origins and said that
he had never thought even in
his dreams that an ordinary
person from a farmer's fami-
ly like him will get such a "his-
toric" opportunity. 

"And I am grateful to the
prime minister and the lead-
ership that a humble man like
me from a 'kisan' family who
would never have got an edu-
cation but for a scholarship has
been given this historic oppor-
tunity. I take it as a major mile-
stone reflection on the events
in which we are at this
moment," he added. Janata Dal
(United) chief Lalan Singh

and BJD's Pinaki Misra were
also present during his nom-
ination for the August 6 elec-
tion. Union ministers
Pashupati Kumar Paras,
Anupriya Patel and Ramdas
Athawale, all BJP allies, were
also present among others.
Before filing his nomination,
the former West Bengal gov-
ernor attended a meeting of
MPs from different parties
supporting his candidature.
The opposition has named
Margaret Alva as its candidate
for the vice presidential elec-
tion. 

Modi was among the
senior leaders who were
among proposers for his can-
didature. "Ministers, MPs and
leaders from various parties
accompanied Jagdeep
Dhankhar Ji for the filing of
his nomination papers. I am
certain that he will be an
excellent and inspiring Vice
President," the prime minister
tweeted. The electoral college
for the poll comprises mem-
bers of both Lok Sabha and
Rajya Sabha. The BJP alone
has 394 MPs out of the current
strength of 780 with 391 being
the majority mark. 

The major parties which
have already declared their
support to Dhankhar include
the JD(U), the BJD and the
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Opposition-backed Vice
Presidential candidate

Margaret Alva will file her
nominations on Tuesday.

Alva, who is pitted
against the NDA’s Jagdeep
Dhankar who filed his nom-
inations on Monday, said, “I
will file the nomination on
Tuesday and will fight their
(NDA's) campaign (for VP
candidate Jagdeep
Dhankhar)...I am not going to
be scared of anyone.”  

“I know it's a difficult bat-
tle, but in politics, winning
and losing is not the issue, the
issue is fighting the battle...I
thank all the leaders for the
trust they have reposed in
me,” Alva told reporters after
a meeting of opposition lead-
ers and representatives of the
parties supporting her can-
didature held at the resi-
dence of NCP patriarch
Sharad Pawar.

Talking to mediapersons,
Leader of Opposition in Rajya
Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge
said: “She is a deserving can-
didate and an experienced
leader who has worked in dif-
ferent capacities. We are sup-
porting her unitedly. 18 par-
ties are supporting her.”
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Close on the heels of the
arrest of former Bahujan

Samaj Party MLC Mehboob Ali
from Mumbai, another leader
of the party and former legis-
lator Yakub Qureshi now faces
trouble as the Meerut police
have announced a cash reward
of Rs 25,000 each on him and
his two sons.

The development comes a
day after police attached their
properties worth more than Rs
100 crore in an ongoing probe
against the alleged recovery of
2,000 quintals of meat.

According to the police, the
meat was "illegally" kept inside
the meat plant of Qureshi, a
former UP minister.

"We have announced a
cash reward for bringing
Qureshi and his sons Mohd

Imran and Firoz into our cus-
tody. Before this, we had issued
non-bailable warrants against
Qureshi and 13 others, includ-
ing his wife and sons,"
Superintendent of Police (City)
Vineet Bhatnagar said.

Earlier, on March 31, a raid
was conducted at Qureshi's
meat plant. During the raid,
processed meat weighing about
2,000 quintals was found on the
premises. Subsequently, the
meat, worth Rs 5 crore, was
destroyed and a case was reg-
istered against 17 people as the
factory was allegedly operating
despite the expiry of its licence.

Following the raid at the
meat plant, a hospital owned by
Qureshi was also searched and
sealed by a team of district
health officials for allegedly
"running the premises without
renewing its registration"
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The CBI has registered a
case against then presi-

dent,  Indian Olympic
Association (IOA), New
Delhi, Narinder Dhruv Batra
and other executives of
Hockey India for allegedly
committing illegalities for
renovation and furnishing of
the office of President, Indian
Olympic Association (IOA)
during 2018.

Besides Dhruv, the then
Executive Director, Hockey
India, Cdr. R. K. Srivastava,
then President, Hockey India,
Rajinder Singh,   then
Secretary General, Hockey
India, Mohd. Mushtaque
Ahmad and unknown others
have been booked in the case.

“It was alleged that during
2018, the then President,

Hockey India and the
then Secretar y
General ,  Hockey
India, New Delhi in
conspiracy with then
President,  Indian
Olympic Association
(IOA), New Delhi &
then Executive
Director,  Hockey
India, New Delhi, got
executed the work of
renovation & fur-
nishing of the office
of then President of IOA
without prior approval of
Executive Board of Hockey
India,” the CBI said in a state-
ment.

The CBI further said, “It
was further alleged that in
order to justify and to cover
up the fraudulent expenditure
at approval stage, the accused
fabricated and falsified the

records.”
Following the registra-

tion of the case, searches
were conducted on Monday at
offices of Hockey India and
Indian Olympic Association,
residential premises of the
accused at New Delhi and
Jammu which led to recovery
of incriminating docu-
ments/records, it added.
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The Supreme Court on
Monday agreed to list for

hearing on July 21 a fresh plea
seeking its permission to wor-
ship the ‘Shivling', which is stat-
ed to be found in the Gyanvapi
mosque premises in Varanasi
during a court-ordered survey.
The plea also sought carbon
dating of the ‘Shivling' to ascer-
tain its age. 

A bench comprising Chief
Justice N V Ramana and
Justices Krishna Murari and
Hima Kohli took note of the
submissions of lawyer Vishnu
Shankar Jain that the plea be
listed for hearing on July 21

along with the pending petition
of the 'Anjuman Intezemia
Masjid Committee' which
manages the affairs of the
Gyanvapi mosque. 

Another bench headed by
Justice DY Chandrachud is
seized of a plea of the mosque
committee challenging the sur-
vey of the Gyanvapi-Shringar
Gauri complex in which the
‘Shivling' is stated to be found
and listed it for hearing on July
21. 

"This is a petition to allow
‘darshan and pooja' of the
‘Shivling'which has been found
in the complex and also to
direct the ASI to do the carbon
dating of ‘Shivling'.  The peti-
tion filed by Masjid Committee

challenging the commission
survey is coming up on July 21.
Please list it along with that,"
Jain said. 

The top court agreed to list
the matter for hearing along
with the Masjid committee's
matter being heard by the
bench headed by Justice
Chandrachud.  

On May 17, the top court
had directed the District
Magistrate of Varanasi to
ensure protection of the area
inside the Gyanvapi-Shringar
Gauri complex where the
'Shivling' was said to be found
in the survey and allowed
Muslims to offer ‘Namaz' and
perform “religious obser-
vances”. 
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The Supreme Court
Collegium headed by Chief

Justice N V Ramana has reit-
erated its earlier recommen-
dation for elevation of five
advocates as judges in the
Allahabad High Court. The
Collegium, which also com-
prises Justices U U Lalit and
AM Khanwilkar, has also pro-
posed fresh names of two advo-
cates --Saurabh Srivastava, and
Om Prakash Shukla-- as judges
in the Allahabad High Court. 

The names of advocates
reiterated for judges in the
Allahabad HC are Shishir Jain,

Manu Khare, Rishad Murtaza,
Dhruv Mathur, and Vimlendu
Tripathi. In another decision,
the Collegium has approved the
proposal for elevation of  judi-
cial officer Radhakishan
Agrawal and advocate Rakesh
Mohan Pandey as judges in the
Chhattisgarh High Court. 

The Collegium also
approved the proposal for ele-
vation of Judicial Officer Rajesh
Sekhri as judge in the High
Court of Jammu and Kashmir
and Ladakh. The three-mem-
ber Collegium took the deci-
sion in a meeting held on July
14 and the resolution was
uploaded on the apex court
website Monday.
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The Bengal BJP has strong-
ly refuted the Trinamool

Congress claims that former
Bengal Governor Jagdeep
Dhankhar was made NDA
presidential nominee as a
reward for the “relentless vex-
ation” he created for the
Mamata Banerjee
Government during his past
three-year tenure in Kolkata
Raj Bhavan.“A person coming
from a farmer’s  family
Dhankhar ji has been a peo-
ple’s Governor … before him
seldom any Governor visited
the people so frequently to lis-
ten to their woes … he raised
their issues and concerns …
he served the people with true
intent,” Bengal BJP president
Sukanto Majumdar said hop-
ing the TMC would vote for
him “if they have genuine
regards for the on farmers
whose votes they thrive on.”

He said “we hope that
Chief  Minister Mamata
Banerjee and her party will
vote for Dhankhar ji consid-
ering his service to the peo-
ple of Bengal,” adding how-
ever “even if they decide not
to vote for him he will win
anyway with comfortable
margin.”

Earlier senior TMC lead-
ers like MP Saugato Roy and
minister Chandrima

Bhattachar ya said that
“Dhankhar has been made the
NDA vice-presidential can-
didate for “relentless vexation
that he created for the Bengal
Government … this is a
reward for the way he
maligned Bengal government,
the Chief Minister and the
way he obstructed the path of
progress.”

Eyebrows had been raised
over a secret tripartite parley
featuring Dhankhar, Banerjee
and her Assam counterpart
Hemant Biswa Sarma last
Thursday with both the
Congress and the Left won-
dering how a “people’s
Governor” who had an hour
ago attacked the Chief
Minister and her Government
for pursuing appeasement
politics and presiding over
mafia-syndicate-cut money
raj.“It is quite interesting that
the two characters that fought
continuously for two years in
public were meeting for such
a long time … that too in
Darjeeling … and not dis-
cussing anything political is
very difficult to digest,” said
a senior CPI(M) central
committee member adding
“… that Mamata Banerjee
was not passed on the infor-
mation is also not digestible…
but the question is why she
was informed in advance
about Dhankhar’s nomina-
tion.”
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In a stunning disclosure
Jammu and Kashmir police

Monday said that Lashkar-e-
Tayyeba commander, Talib
Hussain Shah, whose association
with the Jammu and Kashmir
BJP leaders recently created
flutter in the corridors of power,
remained instrumental in
almost all major terrorist activ-
ities/incidents in Pir Panjal area
over the last 3 years.

Addressing a press confer-
ence in Jammu along with sev-
eral other senior police officers
from Rajouri and Jammu,
Additional Director General of
Police Mukesh Singh said, "Talib
Hussain Shah and his associates
have been found to be involved
in five criminal/terrorism relat-
ed cases between 2020 and
2022". Talib along with his asso-
ciate was apprehended by the

villagers of Tukson Dhok in the
Reasi district while they were
searching for a safe hideout on
July 3.

Since then different teams of
investigators have been interro-
gating him at a joint interroga-
tion centre.

Till May 27, 2022 Talib
Hussain was working as IT and
social media head of the BJP
Minority Morcha in J&k and fre-
quently visited party headquar-
ters to attend routine events.On
June 28, 2022 Jammu and
Kashmir police declared him as
an absconder and a reward was
also announced for him.

Before he went absconding
he was seen posing for pictures
along with the central and senior
most BJP leaders from Jammu
and kashmir. On record, BJP has
outrightly rejected the media
reports claiming Talib Hussain
Shah was associated with the

party for several years.
Interestingly, the disciplinary
committee of the party which
has served show cause notice to
Sheikh Bashir, President of the
Minori Morcha has not issued
any statement whether they
have taken any action against
any party leader for inducting
Talib Hussain Shah into the
party fold. 

According to police, pre-
liminary investigations have
revealed that Talib was also
involved in 5 major incidents of
drone dropping-collection in
which he received arms, ammu-
nition, explosives and Indian
currency from Pakistan. 

"The details of these drop-
pings are being thoroughly
investigated," police said in a
written statement. Moreover,
Talib received 2 groups of ter-
rorists who were transported
from Kashmir to Rajouri by
Talib’s associate Mohd. Shabir
S/O Ghulam Hussain R/O Draj.
One of these terrorists, Faisal
Ahmad Dar S/O Bashir Ahmad
Dar R/O Pulwama was appre-
hended along with Talib.Two
other terrorists-  associates are
still active in higher reaches of
Pir Panjal.Efforts are on to
arrest/neutralize them, police
said.

With the arrest of Talib and
his associates, Targain murder
case , Kotranka blast case, firing
on Ranjeet Singh, Anus jhuggi
grenade and Shahpur grenade
cases have been solved, ADGP
Mukesh Singh said.
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As many as 13 passengers
were killed on Monday,

when a Maharashtra-bound
state transport bus fell into the
Narmada River on a bridge
between Khalghat and Tikri in
Dhar district of Madhya
Pradesh.

The Maharashtra State
Road Transport Corporation
(MSRTC) bus was negotiating
a bridge built over the
Narmada river, when one of its
tyres suddenly got burst and
the vehicle rammed into the
railing of the bridge and
plunged into the river at
around 10.15 am.     

The bus (MH 40 N 9848)
was on its way from Indore in
Madhya Pradesh to Alamner in

Jalgaon district of  north
Maharashtra, when the mishap
occurred. There were conflict-
ing versions as to the number
of passengers on board the bus
at the time of mishap. While
one report said that there were
55 passengers on board the bus,
eyewitness pegged the number
of passengers on board the bus
at 32.  

Of the 55 passengers, 13
met watery grave, while the rest
were rescued from the river. Of
the dead, there were eight men,
four women and one male
child. By late in the afternoon,
all the 13 bodies were recovered
from the river bed. The rescued
injured were rushed to a near-
by hospital.    

Mourning the loss of lives
in the mishap, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi tweeted: “The

bus tragedy in Dhar, Madhya
Pradesh is saddening. My
thoughts are with those who
have lost their loved ones.
Rescue work is underway and
local authorities are providing
all possible assistance to those
affected.

“An ex-gratia of Rs. 2 lakh
each from PMNRF would be
given to the next of kin of those
who lost their lives due to the
bus tragedy in Dhar, Madhya
Pradesh. The injured would be
given Rs. 50,000m: he said.

Conveying his deep con-
dolences to those killed in the
mishap, Maharashtra chief
minister Eknath Shinde
announced a compensation of
Rs.10 lakh for the kin of each
deceased victim and said that
the state government would
bear the entire expeniture to be

incurred towards treatment of
those injured in the mishap.

Shinde asked the Jalgaon
district authorities to hand
over the victims’ bodies to
their families after completing
the necessary formalities.

Of the killed, Chandrakant
Eknath Patil (45) and Prakash
Shravan Chaudhary (40) were
identified as the driver and
conductors of the bus respec-
tively. The six other dead were:
Chetan Ramgopal Jangid (from
Jaipur), Jagannath Hemraj Joshi
(70) (from Udaipur), Nibaji
Ananda Patil (60), Kamalabai
Nibaji Patil (55) (both from
Amalner in Jalgaon)m Aarva
Murtuja Bora (27) (from Akola
in Maharashtra) and Saifuddin
Abbas Nurani (from Indore).
The identities of other dead
were not immediately known.

Maharashtra’s Deputy
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis said that the state gov-
ernment and the MSRTC were
coordinating with the Madhya
Pradesh administration in mat-
ters relating to the mishap. “I

am also in touch with Dhar col-
lector and the state transport
administration,” Fadanvis said,
as he expressed condolences to
the bereaved families and
prayed for the speedy recovery
of the injured passengers.
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An Army Captain along
with a Junior

Commissioner Officer were
killed while five other soldiers
received injuries in an acci-
dental grenade blast along
the line of control in the
Mendhar sector of Poonch
late Sunday night.

The blast occurred when
the Indian army troops were
performing their duties in
Mendhar sector late Sunday
night, PRO Defence Jammu
Lt Col Devender Anand said.

“ The Grenade blast
resulted in injuries to a few
soldiers, who were immedi-
ately evacuated by a heli-

copter to Command Hospital
in Udhampur.” Lt-Col Anand
said, “During the treatment,
Capt Anand and Naib
Subedar Bhagwan Singh suc-
cumbed to their fatal injuries.”
“Capt Anand was a resident of
KN Jha Lane of Bihar’s
Bhagalpur district, and Nb
Sub Bhagwan Singh was a res-
ident of Pokhar Bhitta village
in Ambedkar Nagar district,
Uttar Pradesh.”

In a written statement, Lt
Col Devender Anand said,
"GOC White Knight Corps
and all ranks salute the brave-
hearts for their supreme sac-
rifice in line of duty. The
nation shall forever remain
indebted to the bravehearts
for their supreme sacrifice".
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Sir  — India is lacking in educating its
youth on financial literacy. India is the
world's 6th largest growing economy and
any basic economic growth depends on
the standard of living of people in a coun-
try. For this, the youth should have a fair
idea of finance. India ranks at 121st posi-
tion in the Global Financial Literacy
Ranking with only 24% of adults know-
ing about financial savings.

The financial literacy of women is
even worse. Most of them don't even own
a savings account and their finances are
still maintained by their husbands. We
need to teach women to step up and take
control of their finances and they should
be taught about investments the same as
men and that's how we develop an econ-
omy.

For India to be economically strong
we need to first remove the stigma that
anyone who talks about money is evil. We
harbor hate against corporates but only
the corporates and new startups can pro-
vide us with job opportunities and
increase competition in the market
which will create more wealth and can
ultimately result in improving the stan-
dard of living.

To achieve a stronger economically
developed youth, we need to include
financial literacy in our education system
and educate the youth about how to take
care of their finances. This small step can
drastically build a stronger and new
India.

Shravani Mudhiraj | Secunderabad
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Sir — The pandemic is not over yet and
vaccination is the only solution to stay
away from the deadly virus. Recently
India has crossed the 200 crore vaccina-
tion mark which is a big achievement.
Human life is important. To stay healthy
we must vaccinate ourselves, which will
save lives. In 18 months It is a great num-
ber and soon that will double as there is
a continuous supply of the vaccine now.

The government's decision to provide
free vaccination is indeed laudable. By
providing the first as well as the second
dose the government ensured that lives
were not lost to the deadly disease.
Providing the booster dose for free to all
adults above 18 will indeed go a long way
in saving lives and making India a coun-
try with low covid cases with zero
deaths. That is indeed a great tribute to
Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav celebrations. 

Tithi Trivedi | Uttar Pradesh
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Sir — To save the environment we need
to switch to eco-friendly methods.
Plantable seed paper is one such method
that can go a long way in protecting the
environment. It is also called biodegrad-
able eco-paper, sprouted seed paper,
and tree-free paper. Usually, this paper
is made from recycled materials into
which the seeds are immersed during the
papermaking process.

It needs soil, water, heat, and sun-
light just like normal seeds. After plant-
ing, the paper is absorbed into the soil
and the seeds begin to germinate.
However, plants grow at different rates
and within a few weeks, one can see
sprouts. It takes two to three months to
fully bloom depending on the surround-
ing environment.

Since we are looking for alternatives,
it is one of the best alternatives to make
packets, bags etc. which are thrown
after a single use. Once this paper is mass
produced its cost will also come down
and the return to our environment
would be immense. However, we need to
change our mindset first and be willing
to change our habit patterns which is the
biggest stumbling bloc in saving the envi-
ronment. 

Divyansha Sharma | Ujjain
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become the fulcrum of a buoy-
ant Quad in the Indo-Pacific. 

Peter Varghese, the author
of India Economic Strategy
maintains, "…the stronger that
[Australia-India] broader rela-
tionship the better the prospect
of an economic strategy. India
should not be seen only as a
geopolitical partner". The
Department of Foreign Affairs
and Trade has observed that
India's youthful population
and diversified growth trajec-
tory present a significant
opportunity in education, agri-
culture energy, resource,
tourism, healthcare, financial
services, and infrastructure
among other areas. Two-way
trade has risen to the US $ 27
billion in 2021. By 2035, both
sides aim to double their bilat-
eral trade and Australia seeks
to bring India into its top 5
trading partners.  The
Australia Economic Strategy
report prepared by the co-
author Anil Wadhwa for CII
has identified 12 key sectors
and 8 emerging sectors includ-
ing, mining, services and start-
ups, pharmaceuticals, health-
care and medical technologies,
education and skills, agribusi-
ness, infrastructure, power
and renewable energy, rail-
ways, gems and jewelry, auto-
motive spare parts, and
tourism. The report comple-
ments Varghese's India
Strategy across 10 sectors. 

Now that both sides pos-
sess a much-informed view

and appreciation of mutual
interests, predicaments, and
priorities-thanks to the two
countries' strategies and fre-
quent policy and political dia-
logues at various levels- there
is a need to uphold institution-
al legacies and engage with key
institutions to ensure progress
in different sectors. 

One such institution is
the Australia India Business
Council which has spearhead-
ed bilateral business and trade
initiatives since 1986 when it
was founded by then Prime
Ministers Bob Hawke and
Rajiv Gandhi. AIBC has con-
tributed to policy discussions
and facilitated subsequent
business and trade initiatives.  

With council chapters in
the Australian Capital
Territory (ACT), New South
Wales, Victoria, Queensland,
South Australia, and Western
Australia, the AIBC also has
industry chapters headed by
leaders in the field. These
chapters are agribusiness; cor-
porate and investment; defense
and security; education and
skills; healthcare; information
and communication technol-
ogy and digital; infrastructure;
make in India; renewable ener-
gy; sports; start-ups and inno-
vation; women in business;
young business leaders; and
membership benefits. 

AIBC has been the lead
institution in supporting dis-
cussions on the Economic and
Cooperation and Trade

Agreement since 2014, which
was signed in April this year.
The 2016 AIBC-Australian
Financial Review (AFR) first-
ever national business confer-
ence "Engaging with India"
was successful in bringing
Australian and Indian gov-
ernments, business leaders,
and influencers on a single
forum to discuss the progress
on CECA.

AIBC in partnership with
Springfield City Group
launched the India technolo-
gy Summit in 2021 to build the
Australia-India relationship
by attracting world-leading
Indian technology companies
to Australia and make
Springfield (only the second
planned city in Australia after
Canberra) become a one-stop-
shop location for leading tech
companies from India and
Australia to collaborate and
invest. 

In sum, institutions like
AIBC hold the key to an effec-
tive, meaningful, and produc-
tive business and trade engage-
ment and legacies built over a
long period can become force-
multipliers for both Australia
and India.

(Anil Wadhwa is a for-
mer Indian diplomat and

Secretary (East), and
AshutoshMisra is the CEO of

the Institute for Australia
India Engagement, National
Sports Chair for AIBC, and

Editor-in-Chief, India News.
Views expressed are personal)
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Australia-India ties are at
a historic high.
Currently, a trade mis-
sion led by Western

Australia's Deputy Premier Roger
Cook is in India to bolster bilat-
eral ties. Earlier, Australia's
Deputy Prime Minister and
Defence Minister Richard Marles
visited India on a four-day tour
to boost defense and strategic
cooperation with India and "com-
pare notes with friends". 

The visit bears high signifi-
cance, both in bilateral and
strategic contexts, and his bold
remarks have proven the skeptics
who anticipated a softening of
Australia's policy towards China
wrong. In his speech at the
National Defence College, he
pointed out that China was
Australia's biggest trading part-
ner but also security anxiety. In
India's context, he emphasized,
"India's own experience illus-
trates this maxim more than
most. The assault on Indian
forces along the Line of Actual
Control in 2020 was a warning
we should all heed."

He further added, "Australia
stood up for India's sovereignty
then and continues to do so
now. It is vital that China commits
to resolving this dispute through
a process of dialogue consistent
with international law". During
the visit, it was also conveyed that
Australia places India at the heart
of its policy in the Indo-Pacific
and beyond.

The emergence of bipartisan-
ship in India policy in Canberra
augurs well for the
Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership (CSP). In April 2022,
Anthony Albanese, the Leader of
the Opposition, welcomed the
"deepening of ties" and the sign-
ing of the Australia-India
Economic Cooperation and
Trade Agreement (AI-ECTA). 

In 2017, Albanese also led a
parliamentary delegation to
India to deepen parliamentary
ties, and people-to-people rela-
tions and understand the social,
economic, governance, and polit-
ical issues. 

India's External Affairs
Minister Subrahmanyam
Jaishankar has taken great satis-
faction in how the CSP has deep-
ened in recent years and also
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As Covid-19 raged and
forced a shutdown on
Indian Railways in

March 2020, tens of thou-
sands of children dependent
on the railway platform -
directly or indirectly -- for
their livelihood suddenly had
nowhere to go. Many such
children spilled over to tem-
ples and gurudwaras in search
of food, begging for alms,
while others tried their luck at
streetlights, though often chid-
ed by police from time to time.
Some others took shelter in
Rain Baseras (night shelters),
and a few left with no choice
returned to homes, which
some of them had left after
facing abuses, violence in the
hands of elder relatives, some-
times their own parents. Not
having an Aadhar Card, or an
identity card, or a Jan-Dhan

account meant many of them
couldn't avail the basic ration
and paltry welfare dole outs
which were being distributed
by the government.

"It was a very tough time.
So many children just didn't
know what to do, where to go.
Some parents were suffering
from illnesses. Others didn't
have homes; so they were on
lookout for food, shelter and
other basic needs," said Rajan,
a 20-year adolescent, who col-
lected empty, plastic water
bottles from Old Delhi railway
station. Rajan was forced to
return home to a neighbour-
ing village in Delhi, which he
frequented once in a month or
two previously.

Another civil society vol-
unteer said that some of the
kids, dependent on a Delhi
railway station, had to take

refuge in a temple or
Gurudwara after their earnings
dried up once the pandemic
struck. Some others like
Lokesh, another ragpicker near
a railway station in Delhi, said
he hung around the railway
station and lived off the food
distributed outside the premis-
es -- Indian Railways, some-
times through its catering unit
Indian Railway Catering and
Tourism Corporation, and at
other times by NGOs, was
distributing food. There were
children who could not avail of
such benefits.

Plights of children during
the pandemic who were
dependent on the railway
ecosystem, including trains
and stations, have also been
covered in a newsletter
brought out by street connect-
ed children. 'Street Connected

Children were anyway hand-
to-mouth: the coronavirus epi-
demic made it worse,' was the
top story of the April-May
2020 edition of Balaknama. It
narrated the story of Munna,
a 13-year-old rag-picker near
a railway station, and many
like him who were suddenly
left without food and clean
clothes, even as their only
earning opportunities near
railway stations dried up.
Another edition of Balaknama
quotes Pankaj, another child
ragpicker near Nizamuddin
railway station, whose slippers
gave away, and without
footwear, his feet nearly burnt
on the roads. "Life was never
easy, but it turned to hell dur-
ing Corona," Pankaj was quot-
ed saying in the Balaknama
July 2020 edition. It narrates
many stories around how par-

ents of children dependent
on railway platforms and
streets were losing jobs, forced
to borrow, and were pushed
into the debt traps. Many such
families reduced the frequen-
cy of two daily meals to once
a day eating, show the case-
studies in the newsletter. Not
having an identity card, or
Aadhar card, did become a
problem for many of us when
ration was being distributed,
said Amar.

As Railways return to nor-
malcy in phases, after period-
ic interruptions since March
2020, (from a phase of com-
plete halt during first wave,
and curtailed operations dur-
ing Delta wave to slowly open-
ing certain stations and run-
ning trains keeping with the
spread and intensity of the
pandemic and local lockdown

rules, too close to normal
operations since late 2021),
many children, if not all are
returning to railway platform
ecosystem to seek means of
livelihood.

After witnessing a dra-
matic drop in children rescued
from railway platforms during
the pandemic period, railway
authorities and NGOs are see-
ing a steady and clear uptick
in the numbers, even though
trends vary from one station to
the other.

Number of children res-
cued from stations in 2020 by
Railway Police Force (RPF)
dropped to a quarter of the
numbers rescued the year
before. The RPF rescued 5193
children in 2020, substantial-
ly low compared to 16,294 in
2019, 17,479 in 2018 and
13,779 in 2017. This number

has climbed back to 11,900 in
2021. In March 2022 alone,
1420 children were rescued,
and in the January-March
2022, the number of rescued
children who needed care and
protection was at 3621.

"Till three-months after
the Delta wave, there was a
drastic drop in children res-
cued on platforms. Later, as
train operations normalised,
children started trickling in.
This trend also varies from
one station to the other. Some
stations in North India and
Eastern part of the country
started seeing children coming
back to railway platforms in
great numbers, almost at the
pre-pandemic levels," said a
not-for-profit stakeholder,
which helps rescue children
from the platforms.

(To be continued)
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(The author is a journalist.)
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1��*2�,�/�+��4�9 Prime Minister Narendra Modi in
a span of a week unveiled two
showcase development projects-
the Deoghar International Airport

and the Bundelkhand Expressway. They
are worth a closer look, because the Prime
Minister had laid their foundation stones
and also inaugurated them within a few
years. This is significant for the fact that
the well-oiled machinery of NGOs, claim-
ing to be sole custodian of the environ-
ment, failed to slow down the Prime
Minister.

For decades, the people in Deoghar
aspired for better connectivity. The holy
town of Baba Baidyanath is visited by mil-
lions of pilgrims each year during the
'Shravan' month. Besides, Deoghar is a
hub of the medium and small scale
industries (MSME), as Madhupur and
Jagdishpur on its outskirts are home to
several industries, while also being home
to Dabur. This part of Jharkhand could
have become another Jamshedpur if the
previous Congress government had the
vision to provide connectivity. But they
couldn't do so, because the environment
czars drafted their policies and dictated
their actions.

The foundation stone for the
Bundelkhand Expressway was laid by the
Prime Minister in February 2020. In less
than 29 months, the 296-km four-lane
expressway built at a cost of Rs 14,850
crore was dedicated to the nation by the
Prime Minister. Bundelkhand region is
known to be the most backward parts of
Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh, and
the UPA government and the Planning
Commission spent crores of rupees to
work out development plans for the
region, which yielded no results. 

The Bundelkhand Expressway along
with the Defence Corridor in the
Bundelkhand region are definitive
attempts by the Modi government to bring
a backward region to the forefront of
progress. The region, known for perenni-
al water shortage which forces the people
to migrate, will have alternative sources
of livelihoods.

Thus, the Deoghar International
Airport and the Bundelkhand Expressway
mark the Modi government's clear victo-
ry against the caucus of the environmen-
tal NGOs, which checked the progress of
the nation by holding back land acquisi-
tion and setting up of industries by
incessantly crying about environment
damage.

This is in departure from the incidents
of the recent past, e.g. when the Tata Nano
project had to be shifted out of West
Bengal. Reports revealed that while the
project work was in full swing and agita-
tions proving ineffective, the Naxalite fac-
tion of the 'Save Singur Farmland
Committee' resorted to threats and vio-
lence against the locals who had volun-
tarily sold land for the project or were get-
ting involved in the construction of the

����������������������"����"��������"����!��	�
������������	
��"�
�����"���	����	�����	������!��	�
�����������	��

(The author is Director,
Public Policy Research

Centre)

fencing. Reports also revealed
that the police were receiving 12
complaints daily from the locals.

West Bengal, Odisha, Tamil
Nadu, Maharashtra and a few
other states still remain in the
strong groups of the environment
NGOs, who continue to block big
ticket projects, which could give
India a quantum jump in quick
time. The proposed steel manufac-
turing plant of JSW Steel Ltd to be
set up across 1173.58 hectares of
land spread across the three vil-
lages of Dhinkia, Nuagaon and
Gadakujang about 60 kilometres
from the Odisha capital
Bhubaneswar, which is expected to
manufacture 13.2 million tonnes
per annum of steel, is also facing
the text-book protest.
Jagatsinghpur SP Akhileswar
Singh said police had to act as the
villagers started throwing urine on
them and some even attacked the
police with razors. While oppos-
ing the setting up of the plant, the
Lok Shakti Abhiyan leader claimed
that the construction in the coastal
area is a threat to the environment.

Another project facing protests
is Vedanta's plan to build anoth-
er copper smelter in
Therkuveerapandiyapuram village
In Tamil Nadu to double the
company's total production in
Thoothukudi from 400,000 tonnes
to 800,000 tonnes a year and
making it the second biggest in the
world. The protests are spearhead-
ed by the residents of
Kumarettiyapuram village, which
is within 200 m of the proposed
plant. The shutdown of the plant
affected as many as 20,000 direct

and indirect jobs, while about
98,400 more were affected in the
consumer or downstream indus-
tries.

Incidentally, it has been found
that such NGOs are not open to
looking at facts and their only
agenda is to shut down the plant.
They have not visited the plant for
the past seven years, and are not
willing to come for discussion with
the management of the plant,
while rejecting all invitations for
talks by arguing that "the pollution
is outside, not inside the plant".

The management of the plant
logically appears bewildered by the
arguments of the NGOs, since pol-
lution, if any, has to be more inside
the plant than outside. Indeed, the
NGOs are being used as a vehicle
to destabilize the industry, with
many of them reportedly having
links with vested interests abroad
and are funded by the business
rivals.

The Ahmedabad-Mumbai
high speed rail corridor project is
India's showpiece achievement,
which is being liberally funded by
the Japanese agencies. The project
once completed will have multipli-
er effects on the transformation of
the Railways with the induction of
the new technologies. The Rail
University is one such spin-off of
this project. 

But the roadblock came from
the MahaVikasAghadi (MVA)
government in Maharashtra,
which again had the Congress as
its constituent. The MVA govern-
ment had withheld the forest
clearance and the land acquisition
to derail the Rs 110,000 core pro-

ject, for which the Japanese agen-
cies are funding to the tune of
almost Rs 88,000 crores. While 70
per cent of the land required for
the high speed rail corridor pro-
ject had previously been acquired,
the MVA government just sat
over the files to frustrate the engi-
neers. It was only the new govern-
ment headed by the chief minis-
ter EknathShinde that gave all
clearances to the Ahmedabad-
Mumbai rail Corridor project
within two days of taking oath of
office.

The dream project of the late
Japanese prime ministerShinzo
Abe was sought to be derailed by
former chief minister Uddhav
Thackeray and his son Aditya by
allowing the dubious NGOs,
claiming to be the protector of the
environment, to restrain the offi-
cials from giving the needed
approvals.

India, while being home to 17
per cent population of the world,
accounts just for less than 5 per
cent of the global carbon emis-
sions, while Prime Minister Modi
has shown that the climate change
response and development could
be given equal priority. This is evi-
dent from the G7, I2U2 and Quad
forum lauding India's strides in
renewable energy, which is gain-
ing unprecedented investment,
while India has become a top
nation for the carbon trading by
the developed countries. This has
been possible because the Prime
Minister sent the Planning
Commission packing, which was
the resting place for the patrons of
the dubious NGOs.    
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With Russian shelling
across the country
showing no signs of

easing, Ukraine's leaders on
Monday were looking to
strengthen their own ranks
after President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy removed from office
some of his most prominent
officials because of alleged
"poor performance" over clear-
ing their agencies of “collabo-
rators and traitors.”

Internal investigations and
checks will be launched fol-
lowing the replacement of the
head of Ukraine's Security
Service, or SBU, Ivan Bakanov,
and Prosecutor General Iryna
Venediktova, said Andriy
Smirnov, deputy head of
Ukraine's presidential office.
Acting heads of the two agen-
cies have been appointed in the
meantime. Officials said. 

“Six months into the war,
we continue to uncover loads
of these people in each of
these agencies," said Andriy
Smirnov, the deputy head of
Ukraine's presidential office. 

Analysts said the move is

designed to strengthen
Zelenskyy's control over the
army and the security agencies
that have been led by people
appointed before the war.
Zelenskyy “needs an effective
Prosecutor (General's) office,
and (an effective) SBU" agency,
Volodymyr Fesenko, political
analyst with the Penta Center
think tank, told The
Associated Press.

“In the conditions of a
war, Zelenskyy needs leaders
that are capable of tackling sev-
eral tasks at the same time -- to
resist Russia's intrigues within
the country to create a fifth
column, to be in contact and
coordination with international
experts, to do their actual job
effectively,” Fesenko said. 

Bakanov and Venediktova
both have held key positions
amid Ukraine's efforts to
defend itself from the Russian
invasion and hold the Russian
attackers accountable for the
crimes against civilians during
the war, which started on Feb.
24. 

Bakanov is Zelenskyy's
childhood friend and former
business partner whom he had

appointed to head the SBU.
Bakanov had come under
growing criticism over securi-
ty breaches since the war began
and reports have emerged in
the past few months that
Zelenskyy was looking to
replace him. 

Venediktova, the first
woman to serve as Ukraine's
prosecutor general, has won
international praise for her
relentless drive to gather evi-
dence against Russian President
Vladimir Putin and Russian
officials and military com-

manders over the destruction
of Ukrainian cities and the
killing of civilians. 

The 43-year-old former
law professor has opened thou-
sands of criminal investigations
and identified hundreds of
suspects while in office, inter-

viewing victims while also
coordinating her efforts with
foreign donors and officials.
When she took office in 2020,
Venediktova started as a
reformer set to curb ineffi-
ciency and corruption in her
office. 

After appointing the acting
chief prosecutor on Sunday,
Zelenskyy on Monday signed a
decree naming first deputy
head of the SBU, Vasyl Maliuk,
as the acting head of the
agency. Maluik, 39, is known
for his efforts to fight corrup-
tion in the security agencies
and his appointment is seen as
part of Zelenskyy's efforts to get
rid of pro-Russian staffers with-
in the SBU.

“Maliuk was fighting cor-
ruption within the SBU, so (he)
has compromising materials on
many staff members and can
control the personnel, many of
whom are looking in the direc-
tion of Russia,” political analyst
Vadym Karasiov, head of the
Global Strategies Institute, told
the AP.

Fesenko, the political ana-
lyst, added that discontent with
the two officials has been brew-

ing for a while and that it was
possible that Ukraine's Western
partners pointed out the under-
performance of the SBU and
the prosecutor general's office
to Zelenskyy.

Meanwhile, Russia pressed
forward with its attacks, which
Ukrainian officials said were
designed to intimidate the
civilian population and sow
panic among them. 

Ukraine's presidential
office said Monday that
Russian shelling over the past
day killed at least four civilians
and wounded 13 more. Cities
and villages in seven Ukrainian
regions have suffered from the
attacks, the update said.

The highest number of
civilian casualties was report-
ed in the eastern Donetsk
region, where the most intense
fighting is focused at the
moment -- two people were
killed there and 10 others were
wounded.

Donetsk governor Pavlo
Kyrylenko said that the shelling
of the region is incessant. Four
strikes have been carried out on
the city of Kramatorsk, he said,
urging civilians to evacuate

from the area.
“We're seeing that the

Russians want to sow fear and
panic among the civilians -- the
shelling continues day and
night,” Kyrylenko said in tele-
vised remarks. “The front line
is moving, so civilians must
leave the region and evacuate.”

The southern city of
Mykolaiv was shelled on
Monday morning, while two
people were killed and two oth-
ers were wounded in the
shelling of residential buildings
in In Kharkiv, Ukraine's sec-
ond-largest city.

“The shelling either inten-
sifies, or dies down, but the
Russian army doesn't stop the
fire on the Kharkiv region and
keeps civilians in constant ten-
sion,” Kharkiv Gov. Oleh
Syniehubov told Ukrainian TV.

Also Monday, a funeral
was held at a monastery in Kyiv
for a Ukrainian solider who
was killed when his car hit a
land mine near Izium on July
14, but whose family couldn't
bury him in their hometown in
eastern Ukraine because it
remains under Russian occu-
pation.
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European Union foreign min-
isters are zooming in

Monday on tightening the exten-
sive package of sanctions on
Russia and looking at ways to
add a ban on gold exports in
hopes that the measures might
finally start to have a decisive
impact on the war in Ukraine.

The EU ministers also made
a commitment to add another
500 millions euros in military aid
to Ukraine's war chest to beef up
the defense of the nation. 

The decision came after a
video debriefing on the latest
developments through a video
conference by Ukrainian Foreign
Minister Dmytro Kuleba, who
said he was “grateful” for the new
funds, which brings the EU
total to 2.5 billion euros but still
urged the 27 nations to provide
more. 

“If anything needs to be
continued, it is weapons deliv-

eries," said Lithuanian Foreign
Minister Gabrielius Landsbergis,
insisting it was also essential to
secure the port of Odesa enough
to make sure grain shipments
could resume. "And anybody
who can who can do that, obvi-
ously, this is the main industri-
al countries of of the Western
world. They have to step up with
that.” 

On restrictive measures, EU
foreign affairs chief Josep Borrell
said that at the moment “the
most important thing is a ban on
Russian gold,” which is Moscow's
second-largest export industry
after energy. The Group of Seven
leading industrial nations last
month already committed to a
gold ban, arguing that Russia has
used its gold to back up its cur-
rency to circumvent the impact
of several rounds of sanctions
that nations around the world
had already imposed on Moscow
after its Feb. 24 invasion of
Ukraine.
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Across Europe, signs of dis-
tress are multiplying as

Russia's war in Ukraine drags
on. Food banks in Italy are
feeding more people. German
officials are turning down the
air conditioning as they pre-
pare plans to ration natural gas
and restart coal plants.

A giant utility is asking for
a taxpayer bailout, and more
may be coming. Dairies won-
der how they will pasteurize
milk. The euro has sagged to
a 20-year low against the dol-
lar, and recession predictions
are on the rise.

Those pressure points are
signs of how the conflict —
and the Kremlin gradually
choking off natural gas that
keeps industry humming —
provoked an energy crisis in
Europe and raised the likeli-
hood of a plunge back into
recession just as the economy
was rebounding from the

COVID-19 pandemic. 
Meanwhile, high energy

costs fuelled by the war are

benefiting Russia, a major oil
and natural gas exporter whose
agile central bank and years of

experience living with sanc-
tions have stabilised the ruble
and inflation despite econom-
ic isolation.

In the long run, however,
economists say Russia, while
avoiding complete collapse,
will pay a heavy price for the
war: deepening economic stag-
nation through lost invest-
ment and lower incomes for its
people. 

Europe's most pressing
challenge is shorter term: bat-
tle record inflation of 8.6% and
get through the winter without
crippling energy shortages.
The continent relies on
Russian natural gas, and high-
er energy prices are flowing
through to factories, food costs
and fuel tanks.

Uncertainty weighs on
energy-intensive industries like
steel and agriculture, which
could face natural gas
rationing to protect homes if
the crisis worsens. 

Molkerei Berchtesgadener
Land, a large dairy cooperative

in the German town of Piding
outside Munich, has stockpiled
200,000 liters (44,000 gallons)
of fuel oil so it can keep pro-
ducing power and steam for
pasteurizing milk and keeping
it cold if electricity or natural
gas to its turbine generator is
cut off.

It's a critical safeguard for
1,800 member farmers whose
50,000 cows produce a million
liters of milk a day. Dairy
cows have to be milked daily,
and a shutdown would leave
that ocean of milk with
nowhere to go. “If the dairy
doesn't function, then the
farmers can't either,” managing
director Bernhard Pointner
said. “Then the farmers would
have to discard their milk.”

In one hour, the dairy
uses the equivalent of a year's
worth of electricity for a home
to keep up to 20,000 pallets of
milk cold.

The dairy also has stock-
piled packaging and other
supplies to guard against sup-

pliers being hit by an energy
shortage: “We have a lot stored
... But that will only last a few
weeks.”

The economic woes also
appear at the dinner table.
Consumer groups estimate a
typical Italian family is spend-
ing 681 euros (dollars) more
this year to feed themselves. 

“We're really concerned
about the situation and the
continuous increase in the
number of families we're sup-
porting,” said Dario Boggio
Marzet, president of the Food
Bank of Lombardy, which
groups dozens of charities that
run soup kitchens and provide
staples to the needy. Their
monthly costs are up 5,000
euros this year. 

Jessica Lobli, a single
mother of two from the Paris
suburb of Gennevilliers, pays
close attention to surging gro-
cery prices. She's reduced her
consumption of milk and
yogurt and renounced Nutella
or branded cookies.
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With the world reeling from the eco-
nomic fallout of the pandemic and

the war in Ukraine, senior officials from
40 countries met Monday in Berlin for
heart-to-heart talks on how to stay focused
on fighting climate change and addressing
its impact.

Organisers have billed the two-day
gathering as an opportunity to rebuild trust
between rich and poor nations ahead of
this year's U.N. Climate summit in Egypt,
after technical talks last month achieved
little progress on key issues such as climate
aid for developing countries.

“Many of the poorest and most vul-
nerable countries in the world are expe-
riencing severe climate impacts now,”
Germany climate envoy Jennifer Morgan
told The Associated Press. “The question
is how to support them in both adapting
to those impacts and when they experience

real losses and damages. We must also
show more solidarity."

Developing countries are still waiting
for rich nations to provide $100 billion in
climate aid each year, a target they were
meant to reach by 2020.

Big polluters, however, have also long
resisted the idea that they should pay for
the destruction their greenhouse gas
emissions are causing around the world.

The closed-doors talks in Berlin kicks
off with experts delivering a presentation
on the issue of “loss and damage ” to min-
isters, who will then break into small
groups to discuss and listen to each other
in the hope of building trust ahead of
November's U.N. Summit in Sharm el-
Sheikh.

The meeting in Berlin comes as sci-
entists say the extreme heat slamming large
parts of the northern hemisphere in the
past few weeks could become the new
normal in summer if global warming con-
tinues.

“As this meeting is taking place, parts
of Europe are baking, indeed they're
burning; and sadly, it's an experience that
is all too familiar to many millions across
the globe already,” said Alok Sharma, the
British official who led last year's climate
talks in Glasgow. He told delegates as the
meeting opened: “My plea to you all is,
please, let's speed up our work.”
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With his government's fate
in limbo, Italian Premier

Mario Draghi is visiting
Algeria's capital Monday to
finalize deals boosting Algerian
gas supplies to Italy as
Europeans brace for a possible
cutoff of Russian gas.

In a sign of the importance
of the visit, the Italian delega-
tion includes the foreign min-
ister, interior minister, justice
minister and ecological transi-
tion ministers. They'll hold a
day of talks, meet with Algerian
President Abdelmadjid
Tebboune and sign joint agree-
ments.

Algeria is set to displace
Russia as the main supplier of
gas to Italy, after a major agree-
ment was reached during a trip
by Draghi to Algeria in April
between Algerian energy giant
Sonatrach and Italian compa-
ny ENI to increase gas exports.
EU countries have scrambled to
diversify energy sources after

Russia's invasion of Ukraine.
Monday's trip comes at a

precarious time for Draghi,
who had to cut it a day short
because of political troubles at
home. 

A main partner in his pan-
demic unity government, the
populist 5-Star Movement, boy-
cotted a confidence vote in the
Senate last week on an energy
costs relief bill, jeopardizing the
survival of the 17-month-old
government. 

The political turmoil forced
Draghi to reduce his Algeria
visit from two days to just one.
Amid concerns that payments
for Russian gas and oil are
funding President Vladimir
Putin's war, Europe is trying to
cut its reliance on Russian nat-
ural gas imports and prepare
for a potential Russian cutoff in
reprisal for EU sanctions.

Prior to the war, Russia
provided Italy about 29 billion
cubic meters of gas per year,
compared with about 23 billion
from Algeria. 
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The United States on Monday
said it had not sought the

arrest of the former lawyer of
slain Saudi journalist Jamal
Khashoggi, contradicting the
United Arab Emirates' official
explanation for the American
citizen's detention.

The UAE on Saturday sen-
tenced the civil rights lawyer,
U.S. Citizen Asim Ghafoor, to
three years in prison followed by
deportation on charges of
money laundering and tax eva-
sion. Ghafoor has rejected the
charges and said he had no idea
he had been convicted on the
charges at some point in the
past, in absentia. 

Policemen arrested him
from Dubai airport on
Thursday as he was transiting to
Istanbul for a wedding and
took him to an Abu Dhabi

detention center. An Emirati
court rejected Ghafoor's request
to be released on bail Monday
as he seeks to appeal his con-
viction, said his lawyer, Faisal
Gill.

The UAE portrayed
Ghafoor's arrest as a coordi-
nated move with the U.S. To
“combat transnational crimes,"
saying American authorities
had requested Emirati help with
an investigation into Ghafoor's
alleged tax evasion and suspi-
cious money transfers in the
autocratic country.

But the U.S. Disputed that
account, with the State
Department saying it has “not
sought the arrest of Mr.
Ghafoor” and referring further
questions to the Department of
Justice. 

The Department of Justice
did not immediately respond to
a request for comment. 
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People in the UK are being
advised to stay indoors

and avoid non-essential trav-
el as the country faces its
hottest day on Monday, with
temperatures set to edge
towards the 40-degree Celsius
mark for the first time since
records began.

A national emergency is in
place by the UK Health
Security Agency (UKHSA)
and the Meteorological (Met)
Office has issued its first-ever
red alert for extreme heat,
warning of danger to life from
the extreme heat. 

The heatwave is set to
peak on Tuesday before some
rain forecast for Wednesday.

“We may well see the
hottest day in UK history," said
Professor Penny Endersby,
chief executive of the Met
Office.

"Tomorrow [Tuesday]
there's a higher chance of 40C
and above, possible numbers
41 are on the cards, some 43 in
some models, but we're hoping
it won't be as hot as that," she
told the BBC.

She urged people to take
the warnings seriously as they
would any forecast of storm or
other harsh weather.

"These temperatures are
unprecedented and we're not
used to dealing with them –
heat causes many hundreds or
thousands excess deaths, so
people need to follow the
advice of keeping the shade,
keeping cool and hydrated,"

she added.
The highest temperature

ever recorded in Britain is
38.7 C (101.7 F), a record set
in 2019. People are being
warned of major disruption to
journeys by train and car.
Downing Street said railway
speed restrictions may be
needed "on some parts of the
network... To manage the hot
weather and to avoid any

potential damage”. 
Very hot temperatures can

affect rails, overhead power
lines and signalling equip-
ment, as well as "bend and
buckle" tracks.

Network Rail, which runs
the country's railway networks,
warned that journeys will take
significantly longer and delays
are likely. It, along with
Transport for London (TfL), is

strongly encouraging cus-
tomers not to travel on
Monday and Tuesday.

"Due to the exceptional-
ly hot weather that is expect-
ed... Customers should only
use London's transport net-
work for essential journeys. If
customers do need to travel,
they should check before they
travel as we are expecting
there to be some impact to
Tube and rail services," said
TFL chief operating officer
Andy Lord.

London Mayor Sadiq
Khan said he supports calls for
some industries to adapt work-
ing hours to make sure
employees aren't in danger in
the hottest temperatures.

“New buildings now have
cooling systems, rely on
renewable energy and are insu-
lated,” he said.

Some schools have also
decided to cancel planned
sports days or shut down,
with others keeping some staff
on site and allowing children
to wear their cooler sports uni-
forms if their parents are
unable to find childcare at
short notice. 
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Foreign ministers of South
Korea and Japan held talks

in Tokyo on Monday in what
both sides said was a renewed
effort to improve bilateral rela-
tions. 

The countries' ties have
been strained mostly over his-
torical issues, such as Japan's
colonization of the Korean
Peninsula and Tokyo's mobi-
lization of Korean laborers and
sex slaves leading up to and
during World War II. 

At the heart of the dispute
are South Korean court rul-
ings in 2018, which ordered
two Japanese companies,
Nippon Steel and Mitsubishi
Heavy Industries, to compen-
sate forced Korean labourers.
The Japanese companies have
refused to comply with the
rulings,  and the former
labourers and their supporters
responded by pushing for the
forced sale of corporate assets
of Nippon Steel  and
Mitsubishi. 

Since taking office in
March, South Korea's new con-
servative government led by
President Yoon Suk Yeol has
been pushing to improve ties
with Japan and bolster a trilat-
eral security cooperation with
Washington and Tokyo to bet-
ter deal with North Korean
nuclear threats. 

“While looking at (history)
squarely, we want to establish
future-oriented cooperative
relations with Japan that meet
our shared interest and values,”
Park told reporters last week.

On Monday, Park bumped
elbows with Japanese Foreign
Minister Yoshimasa Hayashi at
the official guest house, as
they conversed softly together
in English. Both have attended
schools in the U.S., and Park
has also studied in Japan. 

The visit, the first by a
South Korean foreign minister
since November 2019, comes
after the assassination of former
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe,
considered an influential figure
in shaping Japan's foreign pol-
icy.  The talks and the working
dinner were closed to reporters. 

Park and Hayashi had also
met ahead of the South Korea
presidential inauguration in
Seoul in May, as well as in Bali,
Indonesia, for the Group of 20
meeting earlier this month.

The South Korean Foreign
Ministry in July launched con-
sultations with lawyers and
activists representing the
Korean forced laborers and
other experts to collect opin-
ions on how to resolve the dis-
pute. It's unclear if efforts will
lead to a breakthrough.

Besides painful history, the
two nations also share a long-
running territorial dispute over
islands that are controlled by
Seoul but also claimed by
Japan. Tokyo calls them
Takeshima and South Korea
calls them Dokdo. 

The need for the two
democracies to work closer
together on security and
regional issues has come under
pressure following the war in
Ukraine and tensions including
threats from North Korea and
saber-rattling from China. 
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Sri Lanka's Acting President
Ranil Wickremesinghe on
Monday declared a state of

emergency giving him broad
powers ahead of the crucial
presidential election on
Wednesday, a move dubbed as
an "undemocratic draconian
act" by the opposition leaders
amid growing demands for his
resignation.

Wickremesinghe, who was
sworn-in as acting president on
Friday after President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa fled to the Maldives
and then to Singapore from
where he resigned in the face
of public revolt against his
government's mishandling of
the country's economy,
imposed the emergency as
protests demanding his resig-
nation too have continued in
most parts of the country.

The government gazette
dated July 17 imposing a state
of emergency in the troubled
nation was issued on Monday
morning.

Wickremesinghe in the
notification said that he was of
the opinion enforcing public
emergency was required in Sri
Lanka in the interests of pub-
lic security, the protection of
public order and the mainte-
nance of supplies and services
essential to the life of the com-
munity. The 225-member
Parliament is expected to elect
the new president on July 20.
The seat fell vacant after
Rajapaksa's resignation last
week.

The president is empow-
ered to impose emergency reg-
ulations in part 2 of the public
security ordinance which says
“(a) if the president is of the
opinion that the police are
inadequate to deal with a situ-

ation he may gazette an order
calling out the armed forces to
maintain public order”.

This means that security
forces gain the power to search,
arrest, seize and remove
weapons and explosives, and
enter and search premises or
persons. Opposition leaders
slammed the move to impose
an emergency.

"Imposition of Emergency
is an undemocratic draconian
act. Peace loving citizens of our
motherland have the sacred
privilege to exercise their fun-
damental rights in a democra-
tic society. Long live democra-
cy," Leader of the Opposition
and Samagi Jana Balawegaya
(SJB) party leader Sajith
Premadasa tweeted.

Opposition Tamil National
Alliance (TNA) MP M A
Sumanthiran in two separate
tweets tagged media reports
and wrote "'Ranil Rajapaksa':
Wickremesinghe's Power Grab
Will End Badly for Sri Lanka",
"Why @RW_UNP has become
unacceptable to the country to
succeed @GotabayaR as
President for the rest of the
term?

The emergency order
comes as Parliament is set to

accept on Tuesday the nomi-
nations for the post of presi-
dent, which fell vacant last
week after Rajapaksa fled the
country and later resigned.
Rajapaksa is currently in
Singapore.

At least four candidates,
including Wickremesinghe, are
in the race to become the new
president who will serve the
remaining tenure of Rajapaksa
till November 2024. The voting
in parliament is to take place on
Wednesday.

On Sunday, the acting pres-
ident's office said he had
ordered the police to keep
track of those who threaten and
influence parliamentarians in
Wednesday's vote. The securi-
ty around the Parliament com-
plex has been tightened and all
the entry roads leading to the
parliament have been closed off
with roadblocks, according to
local media.

Besides Wickremesinghe
and Premadasa, Marxist
Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna
(JVP) leader Anura Kumara
Dissanayake and Dullas
Alahapperuma, a breakaway
SLPP candidate, are the other
two leaders who have so far
announced their candidacy to

contest the vote in Parliament.
The ruling SLPP has offi-

cially announced its backing for
Wickremesinghe.

The 73-year-old politician
is currently the frontrunner
though his United National
Party (UNP) was routed in the
2020 parliamentary election.

The decision to impose
the emergency also came amid
growing protests demanding
Wickremesinghe's resignation.

Sri Lankan protesters on
Sunday vowed to continue
their struggle for a complete
change of the system by abol-
ishing the presidency.

Sri Lanka is facing its worst
economic crisis in seven
decades, with a severe foreign
exchange shortage hampering
the import of essentials includ-
ing food, fuel and medicines.
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Malaysian authorities said
Monday they seized a con-

tainer of African elephant tusks,
pangolin scales and other animal
skulls and bones estimated to be
worth 80 million ringgit ($18
million).

The Customs Department
said in a statement it discovered
the contraband hidden behind
sawn timber following checks on
July 10 on a ship coming from
Africa. This included 6,000 kilo-
grams (13,227 pounds) of ele-
phant tusks, 100 kilograms (220
pounds) of pangolin scales, 25
kilograms (55 pounds) of rhino
horns and 300 kilograms (661
pounds) of animal skulls, bones
and horns, it said.
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Cybersecurity researchers
reported details Monday of

cases where Thai activists
involved in the country's pro-
democracy protests had their
cell phones or other devices
infected and attacked with gov-
ernment-sponsored spyware.

Investigators of the internet
watchdog groups Citizen Lab,
Thailand's Internet Law
Reform Dialogue, or iLaw, and
Digital Reach said at least 30
individuals — including
activists, scholars and people
working with civil society
groups — were targeted by an
unnamed government entity or
entities for surveillance with
Pegasus, a spyware produced
by the Israeli-based cyberse-
curity company NSO Group.

The reports from the two

groups named many of those
targeted, confirming earlier
reports of the surveillance,
which John Scott-Railton of
Citizen Lab said shows that
governments are exploiting
their ability to buy technologies
designed to fight crime and ter-
rorism to spy on critics and
other private citizens. 

“Citizen Lab believes there
is a fundamental challenge for
civil society," John Scott-
Railton of Citizen Lab said in
an online presentation at a
briefing in Bangkok. 

The attacks on the indi-
viduals' devices spanned from
October 2020 to November
2021, a timing “highly relevant
to specific Thai political events”
since they took place over the
period of time when pro-
democracy protests erupted
across the country.

But Scott-Railton said
Citizen Lab, which exposes
digital espionage campaigns
and insecure software, believed
there was still an active Pegasus
operator in Thailand. 

Those whose devices were
attacked were either involved in
the protests in 2020-2021, or
were publicly critical of the

Thai monarchy. Lawyers who
defended the activists also were
under such digital surveillance,
the researchers said.

The Pegasus spyware is
known for “zero-click exploits,”
which means it can be installed
remotely onto a target's phone
without the target having to
click any links or download
software.

The spyware can obtain
any data on the devices, includ-
ing contact lists and group
chats, making it highly effective
against political groups and
movements, Scott-Railton said. 

NSO Group's products,
including the Pegasus soft-
ware, are typically licensed
only to government intelli-
gence and law enforcement
agencies to investigate terror-
ism and serious crime, accord-
ing to the company's website.
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Four people, including a gun-
man, were killed Sunday

evening at an Indiana mall after
a man with a rifle opened fire
in a food court and an armed
civilian shot him, police said.

The man entered the
Greenwood Park Mall with a
rifle and several magazines of
ammunition and began firing
in the food court, Greenwood
Police Department Chief Jim
Ison said.

An armed civilian killed
the man, Ison said at a news
conference. In total, four peo-
ple were killed and two were
injured, he said.

Officers went to the mall
at about 6 pm for reports of the
shooting. Authorities are
searching the mall for any
other victims, but they believes
the shooting was contained to
the food court.

Police have confiscated a
suspicious backpack that was in
a bathroom near the food
court, Ison said.

Indianapolis Metropolitan
Police and multiple other agen-
cies are assisting in the inves-
tigation.

"We are sickened by yet
another type of incident like
this in our country,"
Indianapolis Assistant Chief
of Police Chris Bailey said.

There is no active threat to
the area and police have at least
one suspect, he said.

Authorities said they would
provide more details Sunday
night.
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Jury selection is scheduled to
begin on Monday in the trial

of Steve Bannon, a one-time
adviser to former President
Donald Trump who faces
criminal contempt of
Congress charges after refus-
ing for months to cooperate
with the House committee
investigating last  year 's
January 6 Capitol insurrec-
tion. Bannon is charged in
Washington's federal court
with defying a subpoena from
the January 6 committee that
sought his records and testi-
mony.

He was indicted in
November on two counts of
criminal contempt of
Congress, one month after the
Justice Department received a
congressional referral. Each

count carries a minimum of
30 days of jail and as long as
a year behind bars.

The trial follows a flurry
of activity in the case since
July 9. Over a week ago, the
former White House strategist
notified the committee that he
is now willing to testify. 

His lawyer,  Robert
Costello, said the change was
because Trump has waived his
executive privilege claim from
preventing the testimony.

Bannon, 68, had been one
of the most prominent of the
Trump-allied holdouts in
refusing to testify before the
committee. He has argued
that his testimony is protect-
ed by Trump's claim of exec-
utive privilege.

Trump has repeatedly
asserted executive privilege
— even as a former president
— to try to block witness tes-
timony and the release of
White House documents.

The Supreme Court in
January ruled against Trump's
efforts to stop the National
Archives from cooperating
with the committee after a
lower court judge — Ketanji

Brown Jackson, now on the
Supreme Court — noted, in
part, “Presidents are not
kings”.

The committee has also
noted that Trump f ired
Bannon from the White
House in 2017 and Bannon
was thus a private citizen
when he was consulting with
the then-president in the run-
up to the riot.

US District Judge Carl
Nichols declined motions to
delay the trial in separate
hearings last week, including
on Thursday when Bannon's
lawyers raised concerns about
a CNN report that has since
aired about their client and
what they said were prejudi-
cial comments made during a
hearing last week held by the
House committee investigat-
ing the riot.
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Sri Lanka's Acting
President Ranil

Wickremesinghe on
Monday urged the political
parties to put aside their dif-
ferences and form an all-
party government which
would allow the country to
recover from the economic
crisis as he assured the pub-
lic that talks with the IMF
were nearing conclusion.

Wickremesinghe, who
earlier in the day declared a
state of emergency giving
him broad powers ahead of
the crucial presidential elec-
tion on Wednesday, made
the appeal in a special state-
ment in which he said that
when he took over as the
Prime Minister on May 13,
the economy had collapsed.
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New Delhi: Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Monday informed the Lok
Sabha that a few states includ-
ing Telangana have sought a
five-year extension for the
compensation paid to them for
revenue shortfall due to GST
implementation.

As per section 18 of the
Constitution (One Hundred
and First Amendment) Act,
2016, Parliament shall, by law,
on the recommendation of the
Goods and Services Tax (GST)
Council, provide for compen-
sation to the states for loss of
revenue arising on account of
implementation of the goods
and services tax for a period of
five years.

When a nationwide GST
subsumed 17 central and state
levies from July 1, 2017, it was
decided that states will be com-
pensated for any loss of revenue
from the new tax for five years.
That timeframe has ended on
June 30 this year.

GST Council, in its 42nd
meeting, has recommended
extending the period of levy of
GST Compensation cess beyond
June 2022 to cover the entire
shortfall as well as servicing the
back-to-back loan released to
states to meet their resource gap
due to the short release of com-
pensation, she said in a written
reply to Lok Sabha.

Centre borrowed �1.1 lakh
crore in 2020-21 and �1.59 lakh
crore in 2021-22 as back-to-back
loans to meet part of the short-
fall in cess collection, she said.

In addition, she said, the

government of India has fur-
ther released �86,912 crore to
states/UTs on May 31, 2022 and
cleared the entire provisional-
ly admissible GST compensa-
tion due till May, 2022.

This decision was taken to
assist the states in managing
their resources and ensuring that
their programmes especially the
expenditure on capital is carried
out successfully during the
financial year, she said. This
decision has been taken despite
the fact that only about �25,000
crore was available in the GST
Compensation Fund, she said,
adding, the balance �62,000
crore was released by the Centre
from its own resources pending
collection of cess.

As a result of the contin-
ued reforms in GST undertak-
en by Centre and states, on the
recommendations of the GST
Council, the finance minister
said, buoyancy in GST revenue
has been achieved in the recent
months.

The average monthly gross
GST collection for the first
quarter of FY23 has been �1.51
lakh crore against the average
monthly collection of �1.10
lakh crore in the first quarter
of the last financial year, show-
ing an increase of 37 per cent.

In reply to another ques-
tion, the Finance Minister said,
global factors such as the Russia-
Ukraine conflict, soaring crude
oil prices and tightening of
global financial conditions are
the major reasons for the weak-
ening of the Indian rupee
against the US dollar. PTI
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Mumbai: The rupee slid to the
psychologically low level of 80
in intra day trade before settling
down by 15 paise at 79.97
(provisional) against the US
currency on Monday due to a
surge in crude oil prices and
unrelenting foreign fund out-
flows.

At the interbank forex mar-
ket, the local unit opened at
79.76 against the greenback but
later lost ground to touch the
psychological low mark of
80.00 against the American
currency.

The local unit recovered
some lost ground and closed at
79.97 (provisional), registering
a fall of 15 paise over its previ-
ous close.

The rupee on Friday
rebounded from the near-80
levels to close higher by 17
paise at 79.82 against the US
currency.

“Indian rupee, opened in
the green on strength in

domestic equity markets and a
weak US Dollar. However,
rupee weakened in the latter
half of the day on surge in
crude oil prices and selling
pressure by FIIs. FII outflows
rose to �1,649 crores on Friday,”
said Anuj Choudhary -
Research Analyst at Sharekhan
by BNP 
Paribas.

Choudhary further said
that the rupee is likely to trade
with a positive bias of rise in
risk appetite in global markets
and weakness in US Dollar.
Improved global risk senti-
ments may also support the
rupee.

“However, pullback in
crude oil prices and continued
selling pressure by FIIs my
cap sharp gains in the 
rupee.  USDINR spot price is
expected to trade in a range of
�79.20 to �80.80 in next cou-
ple of sessions,” Choudhary
said. PTI
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Mumbai: Benchmark Sensex
and Nifty spurted over 1 per
cent on Monday following hec-
tic buying in IT, oil and gas and
banking shares bolstered by
firm global trends.

Rising for a second straight
session, the 30-share BSE
Sensex rallied 760.37 points or
1.41 per cent to settle at
54,521.15. During the day, it
jumped 795.88 points or 1.48
per cent to 53,760.78.

The broader NSE Nifty
advanced 229.30 points or 1.43
per cent to 16,278.50 as 41 of
its constituents advanced.

Stock markets opened on
a positive note following gains
in Asian markets. Key indices
extended gains in afternoon
session after buying in IT,
banking, teck and capital goods
stocks.

“Gains in frontline blue-
chip stocks such as Infosys,
Tech Mahindra also helped to
lift the markets,” said Narendra
Solanki, Head Fundamental
Research -Anand Rathi-
Investment Services.

Among Sensex con-
stituents, IndusInd Bank rose
the most by 4.36 per cent.

IT companies ended their
losing run with Infosys rising
by 4.16 per cent, Tech
Mahindra by 3.67 per cent,
Wipro by 2.77 per cent and
TCS by 2.23 per cent.

Reliance Industries rose by
nearly 1 per cent after a spurt
in crude oil prices.

Bajaj Finserv spurted by
3.46 per cent, Axis Bank by 3.31

per cent, Kotak Bank by 3.25
per cent, ICICI Bank by 2.78
per cent and SBI by 2.35 per
cent.

Ultratech Cement, L&T,
Tata Steel, HCL Tech, Bharti
Airtel, Bajaj Finance also
gained.

On the other hand, Dr
Reddy’s fell the most by 1.7 per
cent while HDFC twins also
dropped up to 1.19 per cent.
M& M dropped by 0.86 per
cent and Maruti by 0.84 per

cent.
“Strong US retail sales data

scaled down the worries of an
aggressive rate hike higher
than 75bps providing the
much-needed optimism to
global equities. The European
Central Bank, in its meeting
this week, is set to increase its
interest rates for the 1st time to
contain record-high inflation,”
Vinod Nair, Head of Research
at Geojit Financial Services
said. PTI

New Delhi: Single packages of
unbranded pre-packed and
labelled food items like cereals,
pulses and flour weighing in
excess of 25 kg are exempt from
5 per cent GST levy.

The Central Board of
Indirect Taxes and Customs on
Sunday late night issued FAQs
clarifying various doubts and
said only pre-packed items up
to 25 kg will attract 5 per cent
GST but if a retail shopkeeper
supplies in loose quantity the
item bought from a manufac-
turer or a distributor in a 25-
kg pack, such sale to con-
sumers will not attract GST.

Last week, the government
had notified that from July 18,
unbranded pre-packed and
labelled food items would
attract 5 per cent Goods and
Services Tax. So far, only
branded items used to attract
the levy.

As per the FAQs, pre-
packaged and labelled food
items (such as pulses, cereals
like rice, wheat, flour etc),
would fall within the purview
of the definition of ‘pre-pack-
aged commodity’ under the
Legal Metrology Act, 2009, if
such packages contain a quan-
tity up to 25 kilogram (or 25
litres).

“It is clarified that a single
package of these items (cereals,
pulses, flour etc.) containing a
quantity of more than 25 Kg/25
litre would not fall in the cat-
egory of pre-packaged and
labelled commodity for the
purposes of GST and would
therefore not attract GST,” it

said. Giving illustration, the
CBIC said the supply of 25-kg
pre-packed atta meant for retail
sale to ultimate consumer shall
be liable to GST. However,
supply of such a 30-kg pack
thereof shall be exempt from
levy of GST.

The board also said that
GST would apply on a package
that contains multiple retail
packages, for example a pack-
age containing 10 retail packs
of flour of 10 kg each, the
CBIC, under Ministry of
Finance, said.

“If several packages
intended for retail sale to ulti-
mate consumer, say 10 pack-
ages of 10 kg each, are sold in
a larger pack, then GST would
apply to such supply. Such
package may be sold by a man-
ufacturer through distributor.

These individual packs of 10 kg
each are meant for eventual sale
to retail consumer,” the CBIC
said.

However, a package of, say,
rice containing 50 kg (in one
individual package) would not
be considered a pre-packaged
and labelled commodity for the
purposes of GST levy, it added.

GST would apply when
pre-packaged and labelled
package is sold by a distribu-
tor/manufacturer to a retailer
purchasing food items in pack-
ages weighing up to 25 kg/25
litre.

“However, if for any rea-
son, retailer supplies the item
in loose quantity from such
package, such supply by retail-
er is  not a supply of packaged
commodity for the  purpose of
GST levy,” the CBIC said. PTI
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VIT-AP University, School
of Advanced Sciences

organised International
Conference on Advances in
Transport Phenomena (ICATP
2022)— a three-day virtual
conference which began on
Saturday,16th July 2022 and
ended on 18th July 2022. 

K. Hemachandra Reddy,
Professor of Mechanical
Engineering, JNTU-
Anantapur, Chair-man,
Andhra Pradesh State Council
of Higher Education
(APSCHE) during his inau-
gural address mentioned the
availability of vast avenues for
research in the field of fluid
dynamics and transport phe-
nomena. The advancement in
computational aspects has

opened doors to better
prospects for young researchers
and scholars. 

Conference like this will be
of great help for aspiring young
minds and has been pleased
with the facilities and infra-
structure of VIT-AP University,
Amaravati for better education. 

G Viswanathan, Founder
and Chancellor, VIT encour-
aged the young minds to follow

the legacy of the esteemed
researchers in the conference to
bring changes in the field of
transport phenomena nation-
ally and globally.

S. V. Kota Reddy, Vice-
Chancellor, VIT-AP University,
elaborated the prominent
achievements of VIT-AP
towards placements, publica-
tions, patents, infrastructure,
and ranking. 
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New Delhi: In the run up to
setting up a social stock
exchange, the Government has
declared “zero coupon zero
principal instruments” as secu-
rities.

Zero coupon zero principal
instrument means an instru-
ment issued by a Not for Profit
Organisation (NPO) which
will be registered with the
social stock exchange segment
of a recognised stock exchange.

These instruments will
be governed by rules made by
the Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi), accord-
ing to an official notification
issued on Friday.

The Social Stock Exchange
(SSE) is a novel concept in
India and such a bourse is
meant to serve private and
non-profit sector providers by
channelling greater capital to
them. The idea was floated by
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman in her Budget
Speech 2019-20.

SSE will be a separate seg-
ment of the existing stock
exchanges. As per the notifi-
cation, the central government
has declared “zero coupon zero
principal instruments” as secu-
rities for the purposes of the
Securities Contracts
(Regulation) Act, 1956.

In September 2021, Sebi’s
board cleared a framework for
SSE for fund raising by social
enterprises, which has been
developed on the basis of the
recommendations of a working
and technical group. PTI
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New Delhi: Market infra-
structure institutions, including
stock exchanges, and persons
dealing in the securities mar-
ket will need to pay a GST of
18 per cent on the fees charged
by the regulator Sebi.

The new tax rate will be
effective from Monday, the
Securities and Exchange Board
of India (Sebi) said in a circu-
lar.

“All the market infra-
structure institutions, compa-
nies who have listed/are intend-
ing to list their securities, other

intermediaries and persons
who are dealing in the securi-
ties market are hereby
informed that the fees and
other charges payable to Sebi
shall be subject to GST (Goods
and Services Tax) at the rate of
18 per cent with effect from
July 18, 2022,” it 
added.

This comes after the GST
Council last month recom-
mended to withdraw the
exemption granted to services
by Sebi and the same was noti-
fied on July 13. PTI
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Bengaluru: Ola Electric on
Monday announced the invest-
ment of USD 500 million for
setting up its state-of-the-art
Battery Innovation Centre
(BIC) in Bengaluru. 

BIC will be one of the
world’s largest and most
advanced cell R&D facilities
with more than 165 “unique
and cutting-edge” lab equip-
ment to cover all aspects of cell
related research and develop-
ment, the electric vehicles com-
pany said.

“Ola’s BIC will host Proto
lines that can produce all form
factors Cylindrical, Pouch,
Coin, Prismatic cells, it said. 

The centre will have capa-
bilities to develop complete
packages of battery pack
design, fabrication and testing
under one roof, the company
said in a statement. 

“BIC will also be equipped
with in-house production capa-
bility of mg to kg scale of anode
and cathode material, inte-
grated facility for Hand in

Hand Nanoscale analysis and
Molecular Dynamics simula-
tion and an in-house crystal
structure analysis to develop
new battery materials”, it 
said. 

The BIC will recruit top
global talent including 500
PhDs and engineers who will
be supported by an additional
1000 researchers in India and
multiple other global centres,
the company said.

Ola Electric’s Founder and
CEO Bhavish Aggarwal said,
electric mobility is a high
growth sector which is R&D
intensive. 

“Ola’s Battery Innovation
Centre in Bangaluru will be the
cornerstone for core cell tech
development and battery inno-
vation out of India for the
world. 

BIC will house advanced
labs and high-tech equipment
for battery innovation and will
power India’s journey towards
becoming a global EV hub,” he
said. PTI
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New Delhi: Investors became
richer by over �4.73 lakh
crore in two days of market
rally amid an overall firm
trend in global equities.

On Monday, the 30-share
BSE benchmark Sensex
jumped 760.37 points or 1.41
per cent to settle at 54,521.15.
On Friday, the benchmark
had climbed 344.63 points or
0.65 per cent to 53,760.78.

The two-day rally has
added �4,73,814.1 crore to the
market capitalisation of BSE-
listed firms, which now
stands at �2,55,39,794.75
crore.

“Firm global cues bol-
stered market sentiment as
the benchmark Sensex closed
above the psychological
54,000-mark on strong all-
round buying support. The
recent sell-off had made some
stocks attractive, hence
traders bought IT, metals &
telecom stocks,” said Shrikant
Chouhan, Head of Equity
Research (Retail), Kotak
Securities Ltd. 

Among the Sensex con-
stituents, IndusInd Bank,
Infosys, Tech Mahindra, Bajaj
Finserv, Axis Bank, Kotak
Mahindra Bank and
UltraTech Cement were the
major gainers on Monday.

Dr Reddy’s Lab, HDFC
Bank, Mahindra & Mahindra,
Maruti, Nestle, Hindustan
Unilever and HDFC were
the laggards.

Ajit Mishra, VP -
Research, Religare Broking
Ltd, said markets are largely
mirroring their global coun-
terparts, especially the US
while domestic factors like
macroeconomic data and
earnings cause volatile swings
in between.

“Markets started the week
on a buoyant note and gained
nearly one and a half per cent,
tracking firm global cues.
After the gap-up start, the
benchmark gradually inched
higher as the day progressed
and finally settled around
the day’s high,” Mishra 
added. 

Among BSE sectoral
indices, IT jumped the most
by 3.07 per cent, followed by
teck (2.96 per cent), metal
(2.72 per cent), bank (2.08 per
cent), basic materials (1.97
per cent) and capital goods
(1.96 per cent).

FMCG was the only lag-
gard.

As many as 2,302 firms
advanced, while 1,152
declined and 158 remained
unchanged. PTI
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New Delhi: The beer market is
gaining prominence in India
owing to a rise in disposable
incomes, popularity of low-
alcohol beverages and growing
social acceptance, said United
Breweries Ltd.

The company, which is
controlled by Dutch brewing
firm Heineken NV, intends to
enhance its product line
through innovation thus cater-
ing to a larger audience, both
in India and abroad, according
to the latest annual report of
UBL (United Breweries Ltd).

“We intend to leverage and
contribute to the in-house

expertise of Heineken thus
augmenting our mutual
growth,” said UBL, adding, “Its
initiatives are driven to encash
the young demographics and
increasing disposable income
in India.”

Besides, UBL also intends
to fine-tune its supply chain,
which is crucial in adequately
catering to consumer demand,
the company said in its 
outlook.

While discussing the
industry overview, UBL said:
“In India, we believe our best
days are ahead of us as young
people continue to choose beer

as a social lubricant.”
However, it also added the

industry’s potential is yet to be
fully unlocked owing to factors
such as a relatively limited
outlet universe, various gov-
ernment regulations and high
taxation policies in most states
across India.

“Rapid urbanisation, rising
middle class and change in
societal perspective, along with
the launch of new low- and no-
alcohol variants of beer and
technological advancements,
are poised to propel market
growth,” said UBL while shar-
ing the industry overview.
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Union Civil Aviation
Minister Jyotiraditya

Scindia held one-on-one meet-
ings with chiefs of Indian car-
riers on Monday, asking them
to ramp up safety oversight.
There have been multiple tech-
nical malfunction incidents in
Indian carriers' planes during
the last one month.  Scindia
told each airline to take all nec-
essary steps that are needed to
ramp up safety oversight, the
sources said.             

Scindia had on Sunday
held a meeting on safety issues
with senior officials of his min-
istry and regulator Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA).  During the Sunday
meeting, the minister had
taken a detailed report from
officials about the incidents
over the last one month and
told them that there should be
no compromise over passen-
gers' safety.

On Sunday, IndiGo's
Sharjah-Hyderabad flight was
diverted to Karachi as a pre-
cautionary measure after pilots
observed a defect in one of the
engines. 

On Saturday night, the
Calicut-Dubai flight of the Air
India Express was diverted to
Muscat after a burning smell
was observed in the cabin mid-
air.   

A day earlier an alive bird
was found in the cockpit of the
Air India Express Bahrain-
Kochi flight. 
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IndiGo has barred Kerala's
ruling Left Democratic

Front's convenor E P Jayarajan
and two Youth Congress
activists from flying with the
airline over their alleged unruly
behaviour onboard a flight in
which Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan was travelling to
Thiruvananthapuram from
Kannur last month. 

The ban is up to three
weeks for Jayarajan, from trav-
elling on international as well
as domestic flights of IndiGo,
while a travel ban of two weeks
was slapped on the Youth
Congress workers. The ban,
which is currently under effect,
is likely to end on July 30 for
the Youth Congress 
workers.

On June 13, two Youth
Congress workers shouted slo-
gans against the chief minister
inside the IndiGo aircraft from
Kannur, after it landed at
T h i r u v a n a n t h a p u r a m  
airport. 

Jayarajan, who was also
onboard, allegedly pushed
aside the two protesters.

Sources said the ban was
imposed on Jayarajan and YC
workers Farzeen Majeed and
Naveen Kumar by the airline’s
internal committee formed
under the DGCA rules on
unruly passengers.
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The 2022 study of manage-
ment capability of Indian

enterprises by All India
Management Association
(AIMA) and KPMG has pro-
duced a higher overall score
compared to the previous edi-
tion of the study in 2018.

This year's overall
Management Capability
Development Index (MCDI)
score stands at 74.5 compared
to 71.6 in 2018. In fact, the self-

rating scores have improved on
all 10 parameters assessed in
the survey.

The gist of the report says
“Indian enterprises are feeling
more confident about their
management competence as
they recover from the covid cri-
sis”. The 2022 MCDI also offers
a view of the progress of India's
management capability over
the past decade, as it is the 6th
management capability survey
since 2010, according to a
Press note by AIMA.
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Veteran Indian shooter
Mairaj Ahmed Khan on

Monday created history by
winning the country's first-
ever ISSF World Cup gold
medal in men's skeet here.

In the 40-shot final, the 46-
year-old from Uttar Pradesh
shot 37 to finish ahead of
Korea's Minsu Kim (36) and
Britain's Ben Llewellin (26),
who won the silver and bronze
respectively.

The shooter shot 119/125
over two days of qualifying
before coming through in a
five-way shoot-off enroute his
maiden individual gold.

The two-time Olympian,
who is the oldest member of the
Indian contingent in

Changwon this year, had won
a silver at the 2016 World Cup
in Rio de Janeiro.

Earlier in the day, the trio

of Anjum Moudgil, Ashi
Chouksey, and Sift Kaur Samra
won bronze in the women's
50m rifle 3P team event.

The Indians outplayed the
Austrian team of Sheileen
Waibel, Nadine Ungerank, and
Rebecca Koeck 16-6 in the
bronze medal match to com-
fortably secure a podium finish.

But the day undoubtedly
belonged to Khan. After finish-
ing with 119, he found himself
vying for two final qualification
spots along with four others,
including two-time Olympic
medallist Abdullah Al Rashidi
of Kuwait.

When Shotaro Toguchi of
Japan missed his eighth shoot-
off shot, he was assured of a
top-eight spot.

In the ranking round he
was up against German Sven
Korte, Korean Minki Cho and
Cypriot Nicolas Vasilou for
another round of 30 targets. He

topped the round with 27 hits
as Sven followed him to the
medal round with 25 hits.

In other results, Vijayveer
Sidhu made the ranking round
but failed to advance to the
medal rounds while Anish and
Sameer could not cross the first
hurdle in the men's 25m rapid
fire pistol.

Vijayveer shot 584 in qual-
ifying to finish sixth while
Anish shot 582 for the 12th spot
and Sameer 566 for the 30th
position.

Mufaddal Deesawala fin-
ished 23rd in the women's
skeet shooting a total of 108.

With one gold and bronze
on Monday, India remained on
top of the medal tally with 13
podiums (5 gold, 5 silver, and
3 bronze). 
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To maintain a track career at the
top of one's game demands raw

ability, good coaching and a drive
that supersedes all.

Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce has
that in spades and on Sunday once
again demonstrated her steely desire
and sprinting prowess as she bagged
a record fifth women's 100m title.

"The secret behind my success
is that I am a competitor, I love to
compete and I believe God has given
me a gift," said the 35-year-old.

At Hayward Field in Eugene,
Oregon, she raced home in her
trademark dyed flowing locks in a
championship record of 10.67 sec-
onds.

Teammate Shericka Jackson

took Silver in a personal best of
10.73sec, with four-time Olympic
sprint champion Elaine Thompson-
Herah claiming Bronze (10.81).

What stands out is Fraser-
Pryce's winning time: that is to say
that at the age of 35, she bagged a
fifth Gold in a faster time than when
she was won in 2009, 2013, 2015 and
2019.

No matter how you look at it,
that is an astonishing accomplish-
ment.

"I somehow feel special," she
said. "I always want to compete and
show the work that I have been
doing.

"I'm hard-working, keen, driven
and always hungry to do more.

"It's special, it's my fifth world
title in the 100m, and doing it at 35,

yes I said 35!
"A lot of times people talk

about my age or being a mother, but
I think of it as part of the journey
in life.

"And instead of thinking of it as
something that will negatively affect
me, I look at it as a positive experi-
ence."

With her sights now firmly set
on the women's 200m, Fraser-Pryce
fired out a warning shot to rivals as
she eyed a sprint double.

"I definitely believe I can run
faster and once I have that belief I'm
not going to stop until I do it," the
Jamaican said.

"I've always just trusted myself
and my coach and believed in my
abilities and once I'm healthy I'm
always going to compete."

Fraser-Pryce said predictions of
the Jamaican sweep had been well
founded.

"It was definitely something on
the cards!" she said. "I'm glad I was
the one who finished first in the
sweep and I'm glad the other ladies
came through and we were able to
celebrate the 1-2-3."

It was the first time a nation had
swept the medals in the women's
100m at the worlds.

"This is the third 1-2-3 that I've
been a part of and I'm so excited.
Today I was able to come away with
the win.

"I feel blessed to have this tal-
ent and to continue to do it at 35,
having a baby, still going, and hope-
fully inspiring women that they can
make their own journey."
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Polish striker Robert
Lewandowski said Monday

he was raring to go at new club
Barcelona and determined to
help them "return to the top and
win as many titles as possible".

"I'm finally here. I'm delight-
ed to be at Barça," the former
Bayern Munich star told Barca
TV after joining his new team-
mates in Miami where
Barcelona are starting a four-
match US tour this week.

"The last few days have
been long, but finally an agree-
ment has been reached. I'm
ready to take on this new chal-
lenge," continued the 33-year-
old.

"I've always wanted to play
in La Liga and in the big teams,
so Barca is a great opportunity
for me.

"I'm here to help Barca get
back to the top and win as many
titles as possible."

Barcelona's last domestic
title was in 2019 and their last
Champions League trophy in
2015.

On Saturday, Bayern
Munich announced that they
had reached an agreement with

Barcelona for Lewandowski after
two months of endless negotia-
tions between the clubs.

The two-time FIFA men's
player of the year has reported-
ly agreed a four-year deal worth
50 million euros ($50.4m),
including five million in poten-
tial add-ons.

He is the club's fourth sum-
mer transfer after Ivory Coast
midfielder Franck Kessie from
AC Milan and Chelsea defend-
er Andreas Christensen on a free
transfer, and Brazil winger
Raphinha, recruited for 70 mil-
lion euro from Leeds.

The club has also extended
the contract of French winger
Ousmane Dembele, who is
committed until 2024.

A very generous transfer
window for a club which suf-
fered from an abysmal debt.
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Sweden thrashed Portugal 5-0 to
reach the quarter-finals of Euro

2022 on Sunday as holders the
Netherlands needed a flurry of late
goals to beat Switzerland 4-1 to
ensure their place in the last eight.

Silver medallists at last year's
Olympics, Sweden are the highest
ranked team in the tournament, but
failed to hit top gear in drawing with
the Dutch and squeezing past the
Swiss 2-1 in their opening two games.

Peter Gerhardsson's women
clicked into gear in Leigh and were
3-0 up by half-time.

Manchester City's  Fi l ippa
Angeldal struck twice before Carole
Costa headed into her own net in first
half stoppage time.

Kosovare Asllani's penalty made
it 4-0 before Arsenal striker Stina
Blackstenius finally got on the score-
sheet after having two earlier efforts
ruled out.

Sweden will face whoever finish-
es second in Group D with Belgium,
Iceland and Italy all in with a chance
to finishing behind France in
Monday's matches.

The Netherlands lie in wait for
the French in the last eight as they
had enough to get through despite
missing star str iker Vivianne
Miedema for the second consecutive
game due to a positive case of coro-
navirus.

In front of a new record crowd of
22,596 for a women's Euro group
match not involving the hosts, Ana-
Maria Crnogorcevic's own goal put
the Dutch in front in Sheffield.

Switzerland responded almost

immediately when Geraldine Reuteler
coolly f inished from Romana
Bachmann's pull-back just three min-
utes later.

A draw would have been enough
for Mark Parsons' side to reach the
knockout stages, but they made sure
of the three points with three goals
in the final six minutes

Substitute Romee Leuchter struck
twice, either side of Victoria Pelova's
effort, which survived a lengthy VAR
check for offside.
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Zlatan Ibrahimovic will
stay at AC Milan for at

least one more year after the
veteran striker signed a new
one-year contract with the
Italian champions on
Monday.

"AC Milan is pleased to
announce the renewal of
Zlatan Ibrahimovic's con-
tract until June 30, 2023. The
Swedish forward will contin-
ue to wear the number 11
shirt," the team said in a
statement.

Ibrahimovic, who turns
41 in October, has signed a
deal which will net him
around one million euros
($1.02 million) in fixed
salary, with large bonuses
linked to appearances and
achievements.

The Swede is out of
action until at least early

next year after having had
the anterior cruciate liga-
ment in his left knee recon-
structed in May.

The former Inter Milan,
Paris Saint-Germain and
Manchester United forward
said in May he endured six
months of sleepless nights
due to the pain in his knee
because he was determined
to fulfil his promise to AC
Milan of delivering their
first Serie A crown in 11
years.

He had already missed
Euro 2020 after surgery on
his left knee last year before
an Achilles tendon problem
which cost him his starting
position up front for Milan.

Ibrahimovic returned to
Milan in January 2020 eight
years after leaving and his
arrival kick-started the rise
of Stefano Pioli's team to the
top of the Italian game.
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American Maxime Cressy won his
first career ATP title on Sunday by

rallying to defeat Kazakhstan's
Alexander Bublik 2-6, 6-3, 7-6 (7/3) in
the Hall of Fame Open final.

French-born Cressy, who competed
for his homeland until becoming an
American in 2018, reached his first two
ATP finals earlier this year, losing to
Rafael Nadal at Melbourne in January
and Taylor Fritz at Eastbourne last
month.

But the third time proved charmed
as Cressy outlasted Bublik at the grass-
court event to win after two hours and
23 minutes, firing 14 aces against 13 dou-
ble faults and hoisting the trophy after
falling behind by a set and a break.

"It's an incredible feeling to win my
first title," Cressy said. "I never thought
I would win my first title this way. I stuck
with it and I got lucky.

"I look forward to more titles. It's a
very special feeling."

Bublik, who won his first ATP
crown in February at Montpellier, failed
to become the first Kazak player to own
multiple ATP titles.

"I'm very upset with the outcome but
I'd like to congratulate Max on his first
title," Bublik said. "He had great luck."
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Veteran sports administrator
Narinder Batra resigned as
President of International

Hockey Federation (FIH) on Monday
and also gave up his IOC membership,
almost two months after a High Court
ruling ended his reign as IOA President.

Batra quit his positions, hours
after CBI conducted multiple raids at
his residence and offices in New Delhi
and Jammu.

According CBI officials, searches
were made in five locations across the
two cities after filing an FIR against
Batra in an alleged corruption case.

In April, the CBI had initiated a
preliminary inquiry against Batra for
alleged misappropriation of Hockey
India funds to the tune of Rs 35 lakh.

Batra ceased to be President of the
Indian Olympic Association (IOA)
when the Delhi High Court, on May 25,
struck down the post of 'Life member'
in Hockey India, courtesy which he had
contested and won the IOA elections
won back in 2017.

Batra had appealed against the rul-
ing but a larger bench of the High Court
had refused to stay the earlier order and
listed the matter for the next hearing on
July 26. The sports administrator also
officially resigned as IOA President.

In three separate handwritten
notes, Batra officially tendered his res-
ignation from the three positions. In all

the letters, he cited "personal reasons"
for his decision.

"Due to personal reasons I submit
my resignation from the post of
President FIH," Batra wrote to the
Executive Board of FIH.

Batra became president of FIH in
2016 and reclaimed the position last
year for a second term till 2024.

The FIH Board accepted the res-
ignation and said an acting president
will be appointed soon in Batra's

place.
"As stipulated in the FIH Statutes

(Article 7.4 a), the Executive Board
shall appoint an acting President to
hold office until the FIH Congress
appoints a person to fill the vacancy.
Therefore, a meeting of the EB will be
organised as soon as possible," the FIH
said in a statement.

"In accordance with the same arti-
cle, the next Presidential elections
will take place during the upcoming

FIH Congress which is planned to be
held virtually on 4 and 5 November this
year."

Batra's IOC membership was
linked to IOA presidency but his res-
ignation from FIH has come as surprise
since in May he had said that he wants
to focus on his job in the world hock-
ey body.

After he was removed by the High
Court, Batra had issued a statement,
announcing his decision not to contest

the upcoming IOA elections,
saying that his focus will now
completely shift to managing
world hockey.

"At a time when world hock-
ey is going through an essential
development phase, with the
promotion of Hockey5s, the
creation of a new competition
this year - the FIH Hockey
Nations Cup - and the launch of
fan-engaging platforms and
activities, my role as President of
the International Hockey
Federation (FIH) requires more
time for all these activities,"
Batra had said.

"Consequently, I've decided
to not run for a further term as
president of the IOA."

The 65-year-old Batra took
charge of the IOA for the first
time in 2017 and was eligible to
contest for re-election.

The IOA elections were due
in December last year but could not be
held as per schedule due to ongoing
amendments in the election process.

Batra became an IOC member in
2019 and later went on to become a
member of the Olympic Channel
Commission.

The Delhi High Court ordered
Batra to stop functioning as IOA pres-
ident "in a contempt proceeding",
filed by Olympian and hockey World
Cup winner Aslam Sher Khan.
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Olympic champion javelin
thrower Neeraj Chopra

expects to breach the covet-
ed 90m mark this year but
doesn't want to think about
"distance" going into the
World Athletics
Championships, currently
underway in Eugene, USA.

Chopra had set a new
national record of 89.94m,
just 6cm shy of the 90m
mark, the gold standard in
the world of javelin throw, at
the prestigious Diamond
League in Stockholm last
month en route to a silver
medal.

The 24-year-old finished
second behind Grenada's
Anderson Peters, who
recorded a best throw of
90.31m.

"I was 6cm short of the
90m mark, I was pretty close.
I hope to cross 90m this
year. But I never think or
focus on distance going into
a competition. I just try to
give my 100 per cent,"
Chopra said in a virtual inter-
action from Eugene after he
was named as a partner by
Underdog Athletics to repre-
sent its Under Armour brand.

A strong field awaits
Chopra in the World
Championships, where he
will be seen in action, start-
ing with the qualifiers on July

21.
Besides, Chopra, Peters,

Olympic silver medallist
Jakub Vadlejch of Czech
Republic, Finland's Oliver
Helander and the German
duo of Julian Weber and
Johannes Vetter will be in
action.

"It is the biggest compe-
tition of this year for me. I
want to perform without any
pressure. It is the biggest
stage, the competition will be
very tough. There are 5-6
throwers who are performing
consistently so the level is
similar this year," Chopra
said.

"But every day, every
competition is different. My
focus is just on one thing --
to throw as big as possible."
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England's Ben Stokes will retire
from one-day international
cricket after Tuesday's series

opener against South Africa on his
Durham home ground, citing an
"unsustainable" schedule as the
motivation for his shock decision.

Stokes, who became England
Test captain in April, made his
ODI debut in 2011 and his standout
performance in the format came in
the 2019 World Cup final against
New Zealand.

The charismatic all-rounder
scored an unbeaten 84 in the Lord's
final to force a super over that ended
with England becoming 50-over
world champions for the first time by
the slenderest of margins.

But in the three years since that
triumphant moment, the 31-year-old
has played just nine more ODIs due
to injuries, a mental health break and
workload management.

He will turn out one last time at
Chester-le-Street against South Africa
on Tuesday before focusing on his
Test captaincy and Twenty20 career.

Stokes, who has scored 2,919
runs and taken 74 wickets with his
lively fast-medium bowling in 104
ODIs, said in a social media post on
Monday that it had been an "incred-
ibly tough decision to make".

"As hard as a decision as this was
to come to, it's not as hard (as) deal-
ing with the fact I can't give my team-
mates 100 percent of myself in this
format any more," he said.

"The England shirt deserves
nothing less from anyone who wears
it. Three formats are just unsustain-
able for me now.
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"Not only do I feel

that my body is letting me
down because of the
schedule and what is
expected of us, but I also

feel that I am taking the
place of another player who

can give (captain) Jos
(Buttler) and the rest of the
team their all.

"I will give everything I
have to Test cricket, and now,
with this decision, I feel I can
also give my total commit-
ment to the T20 format."

Stokes's decision to quit
ODIs follows the retirement

last month of World
Cup-winning

captain Eoin
Morgan, who
helped shape

England into a
formidable force

in the white-ball
game.

Clare Connor, interim CEO at
the England and Wales Cricket
Board, described Stokes as a "super-
star in every format of our game".

"Ben is not only one of the
world's best players, but an inspi-
rational figure too so our ODI team
will miss him," she said.

"But having taken on the Test
captaincy and with today's busy cal-
endar of cricket, we completely
understand and respect his deci-
sion."

Stokes's decision to step down
comes after England's 2-1 series
defeat against India, in which he
scored 48 runs in three innings but
only bowled three overs.

He has been rested from the
three T20 games against South
Africa that will follow the three-
match ODI series against the
Proteas.

England have crammed seven
Tests and 12 limited overs interna-
tionals into their home season fol-
lowing a punishing touring pro-
gramme.

Former England captain
Nasser Hussain criticised the "joke"
schedule, lamenting Stokes's retire-
ment.

"If the ICC (International
Cricket Council) just keeps putting
on ICC events, and the individual
boards just keep filling in the gaps
with as much cricket as possible,
then eventually these cricketers will
say 'I'm done'," he told Sky Sports.
Stokes and new red-ball head
coach Brendon McCullum have
been widely praised for reviving
England's Test fortunes with an
aggressive approach that has led to
spectacular wins against New
Zealand and India in recent weeks.

A three-Test series against
South Africa starts at Lord's on
August 17.
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Red hot Dinesh Chandimal struck his
second successive half-century to take

Sri Lanka's lead past 300 and thwart the
Pakistan attack on day three of the open-
ing Test on Monday.

The hosts were 329 for nine when bad
light stopped play for the day in Galle.

Chandimal, on 86, and Prabath
Jayasuriya, on four, were batting at close
of play with Sri Lanka leading by 333 in
their second innings.

Mohammad Nawaz claimed his maid-
en five-wicket haul and combined with fel-
low spinner Yasir Shah, who took three,
to rattle the opposition middle-order in
the second session.

But Chandimal, who struck blazing
form with his maiden double century --
206 not out -- in his team's series-level-
ling Test win over Australia last week,
stood firm in another lower-order show
of defiance after the hosts slipped to 235-
7.

"Chandi batted so well in the first
innings too. He has done what the team
needs," Kusal Mendis, who hit 76, said of
the veteran batsman.

"This is a good total but if we get to
that 350 mark, the bowlers will have lot
of runs to play with.

"Tomorrow I think the wicket will get
even better for spinners once you get the
roller on," he added.

Chandimal reached his fifty and put

on 41 runs with Maheesh Theekshana for
the ninth wicket in a repeat performance
from the hosts, who had hit back from
133-8 to post 222 in their first innings.

Earlier Kusal and opener Oshada
Fernando scored 64 and put on a key
third-wicket stand of 91 to fight back after
an early wicket in the morning session.

Oshada reached his sixth Test fifty in
the first session but fell to Yasir on the sec-
ond ball after lunch.

Kusal raised his fifty and took on the
opposition attack with a few boundaries
before Yasir bowled him with an
unplayable delivery that pitched outside
leg and turned to hit the top of off stump.

Nawaz, who is making a Test come-
back after nearly six years and playing his
fourth five-day match, kept chipping
away and got key wickets including
Angelo Mathews and Niroshan Dickwella.

"It's every bowler's dream to get a five-
for in Test cricket and the same goes for
me," Nawaz, who previously played just
three Tests in his team's 2016 West Indies
tour, told reporters.

"I just concentrated on transferring my
preparation from the nets to execute it in
the middle and keep my basics right. We
needed to bowl well, especially on this
pitch."

Nawaz, an all-rounder who bats left-
handed, hoped the target would not be
much more than the current total, adding
that would be "achievable" with two or
three good partnerships.

$���� ���%43�$3*

Hardik Pandya, the bowler, feels
he has finally got his rhythm

back and going forward, the India
star will continue to be 'smart'
about his job and bowl at full pace
only when 'required'.

Not being able to bowl regular-
ly due to fitness issues had cost
Hardik his place in the Indian team
but he made a roaring comeback
with the IPL. More recently, he was
at his absolute best with bat and ball
in the white-ball series in England.

His ability with the bat was
never in doubt but he has turned
heads with his brilliant bowling
performances against England.

The 28-year-old took career-best
figures, 4/33 and 4/24, in the T20
and ODI series.

The standout figures in the 50-
over format came on Sunday when
he bowled at good pace before mak-
ing a match winning contribution
with the bat alongside Rishabh Pant.

Speaking to media post the
third ODI, Hardik said to be able to
bowl regularly gives him a lot of sat-
isfaction.

"So firstly with my bowling,
you know post IPL. After every
series I take maybe four or five days
to train because that is refuelling for
my fitness and just to get fresh. I like
to play 100 per cent because then it
gives me the opportunity to do all
the things which I did today," said
Hardik.

He could not find the rhythm in
the preceding series in Ireland but
England brought the best out of him.

"After IPL, I came back to play

the South Africa series. I bowled one
over and I did not bowl in couple of
games. As a bowler for me, it's very
important to keep bowling. So I was
not finding the rhythm.

"Even in Ireland when I played
I was not getting the rhythm which
I wanted to because I find myself a
control bowler. I don't have much
skills you know, get the batter out by
opening him up and nipping the ball
inside and all that, I play with
smartness. I try to outsmart the bat-
ter," he said.

Hardik said the four-wicket
burst in the first T20 gave him the
much-needed confidence.

"So for me, it's very important to
get my consistency, something
which I worked on. I went back to
the videos which I saw before and it
was more about the feeling so it was
just before the first T20 game against
England. 

I generally don't practice before
the game but I just went in and
bowled couple of hours with full run
up and full effort.

"That's where I got my rhythm
and when obviously that four-wick-
et haul (against England in T20s)
kind of changed  everything and
gave me my consistency and my
confidence to pitch wherever I want
to, so that's where I come into the
picture and be effective," he added.

Hardik also doesn't see the point
in bowling full tilt at all times.

"I think I bowl smart. I only
bend my back and bowl quick as
possible when required. If you see
my couple of games back, I was
bowling in 130s because it was not
that I was not able to bowl quick.

"It was more about that situa-
tion. I felt that would have been the
ideal thing rather than coming and
hitting the deck. Today the grounds
were big, I wanted them to hit, take
on the square leg and fine leg field-
er. I fancied my chances," said
Hardik.

After taking four wickets,
Hardik and Pant shared a memo-
rable 133-run stand that tilted the
third ODI in India's favour.

"It is always very good to con-
tribute in all departments. I think
that has given me a lot of confidence
in the past, it adds more layers to my
game and to my confidence.

"And Rishabh... His innings was
very important for us, the partner-
ship as well and obviously the way
he finished, we all know what kind
of a talent he has. It is just when it
comes out, it is very easy to the eye,
and also gives a lot of people...

"But at the same time, it gives the
eyeballs as well... All the kinds of
shots he plays," he said.

Hardik rose to the occasion in
Jasprit Bumrah's absence. Bumrah
sat out of the decider due to a nig-
gle.

"I knew that Jasprit was not
going to play this game. Obviously,
yes, when someone like him (is
injured)... He was telling me, 'you
may have to bowl a couple of overs
in the death as well' (and) I said,
'very big shoes to fill'.

"I had to step up, not at the
death, but in making sure that in the
middle overs I got the break-
throughs. Whenever things hap-
pen to me, the way I planned, it gives
confidence," he added. 
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Test captain Pat Cummins
will miss Australia's limited-

overs series against Zimbabwe
and New Zealand starting next
month as part of his prepara-
tions for the Twenty20 World
Cup.

Australia is scheduled to
play Zimbabwe in three one-day
internationals in Townsville on
Aug. 28, 30 and Sept. 3 starting
August 28 before a three-game
series against New Zealand in
Cairns on Sept. 6, 8 and 11.

Fast bowler Sean Abbott
and spinners Ashton Agar and
Adam Zampa have been
recalled to the squad that will be
led by Aaron Finch.

Australia's extended tour
of Sri Lanka ended last week
with the teams splitting the
T20 and ODI series before the
two-match test series ended 1-
1.

Cricket Australia on
Monday announced the team
for the so-called Top End series,
saying pace bowler Cummins "is
being managed through a peri-
od of rehabilitation and physi-
cal preparation for the upcom-
ing summer."

"These series against New
Zealand, the world's No. 1-
ranked ODI side, and
Zimbabwe will be good contests,
providing an opportunity to
play some great cricket in the
lead up to the home summer,"
Australia selector George Bailey
said.

Middle-order batter Travis
Head will miss the series to be
with his partner, Jess, for the
birth of their first child.

Australia will host the
Twenty20 World Cup, with the
first round starting Oct. 16.
Defending champion Australia's
tournament opener is against
New Zealand on Oct. 22.
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India have consolidated their
third spot in the latest ICC ODI

Team Rankings after the away
series victory over England.

Rishabh Pant's maiden ODI
century and Hardik Pandya's all-
round heroics fired India to an
emphatic five-wicket win over
England in the third ODI, helping
the visitors seal the series 2-1.

With a rating of 109 points,
India are three rating points clear
of Pakistan (106) in the list.

New Zealand continue to reign
supreme at the top of the table with
128 rating points, while England are
second with 121.

However, there may be a
change in the charts in the coming
weeks as sixth-placed South Africa,
currently only seven rating points
behind Pakistan, could rise to
fourth if they can sweep their
upcoming three-match series
against England.

India could stretch their lead
even further with a good show in
their three-match series against
West Indies, starting this week.

Pakistan's next ODI assign-
ment is in Rotterdam against the
Netherlands next month, with
Babar Azam's team scheduled to
play three 50-over matches during
a five-day period. 
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Pakistan all-rounder Mohammad Nawaz
said Monday that his maiden five-wicket

haul on return to Test cricket was a "dream"
performance he aimed to repeat.

The 28-year-old Nawaz, who played just
three Tests for Pakistan in 2016, impressed with
his left-arm spin to dent the Sri Lankan top
and middle-order in the first match in Galle.

He combined with leg-spinner Yasir Shah
to reduce Sri Lanka to 267 for eight but the
hosts hit back with Dinesh Chandimal's
unbeaten 86 to lead by 333 at the end of the
third day's play.

"It's every bowler's dream to get a five-for
in Test cricket and the same goes for me,"
Nawaz told reporters.

"I am very happy and I will keep working
hard and repeat this kind of performance
again."

Nawaz made his debut across formats in
2016 but his five-day career came to a halt after
just three Tests against West Indies in the
United Arab Emirates.

His white-ball reputation has grown, with
19 one-day internationals and 30 Twenty20
matches for the national team, but he insists
red-ball cricket is what excites him most.

"I kept on playing first-class cricket, obvi-
ously played a lot of white-ball international
cricket but a Test opportunity didn't come my
way," Nawaz said of his cricketing journey.

"Focus was to play red-ball cricket which
makes you grow as a player. My 2022 red-ball
season at home was good as I made over 700
runs and took 28-29 wickets.

"I'm happy to bowl well on my comeback

and hoping to turn up with the bat as well."
Babar Azam's Pakistan will need to bowl

out Sri Lanka, who were 329-9 at stumps, on
the fourth day and then chase an already chal-
lenging-looking total.

But Nawaz remains confident of the
Pakistan batting that fought back from 87-5
to just four runs short of Sri Lanka's 222 in the
first innings.

"They have put up a good total, looking
at the conditions, but it's not impossible," he
said. "As a batting unit if we get two-three good
partnerships then it will be achievable I
think."
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Former captain Jason Holder has
returned to a 13-member West

Indies squad for the upcoming three-
match ODI series against India, begin-
ning here on July 22.

The seasoned all-rounder was not
part for the preceding home T20 series
against Bangladesh, but the Cricket
West Indies selection panel decided to
recall him for the assignments against
India.

Nicholas Pooran will continue to
lead the side after his impressive out-
ing in the series against Bangladesh.
While the West Indies were swept aside
0-3 by Bangladesh, Pooran scored a 39-
ball 74 in the third T20.

Shai Hope will be Pooran's deputy.
"As we all know Jason is one of the

leading all-round cricketers in the
world and we're happy to have him
back in the team," chief selector
Desmond Haynes was quoted as say-
ing by Cricket West Indies in a state-
ment.

"He will be refreshed, re-ener-
gised and ready to go and we can expect
to see his brilliance on the field as well
as meaningful contributions off the
field as well."

After the debacle against
Bangladesh, Haynes hoped the team
would be able to turn things around
against India.

"We had a very challenging three
matches against Bangladesh in Guyana
so we will be looking to rebound when
we face India in the conditions in
Trinidad.

"We have seen some growth among
some players, but overall we need to
regroup and play better against the
Indians," Haynes added.

The three matches will be played
on July 22, 24 and 27 at the Queen's
Park Oval.
Squad: Nicholas Pooran (c), Shai Hope
(vc), Shamarh Brooks, Keacy Carty,
Jason Holder, Akeal Hosein, Alzarri
Joseph, Brandon King, Kyle Mayers,
Gudakesh Motie, Keemo Paul, Rovman
Powell, Jayden Seales.
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