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Twenty Opposition MPs
who were suspended from

the Rajya Sabha for disrupting
proceedings started a 50-hour-
long protest inside the
Parliament complex on
Wednesday.

The Upper House could
not transact any business amid
uproar over suspension of MPs
and other issues.

Leaders of several
Opposition parties met Rajya
Sabha Chairman M Venkaiah
Naidu and demanded the sus-
pension of 20 MPs be revoked,
but Naidu made it clear that it
can happen only after the MPs
express regret over their “mis-
conduct”.

On the other hand, the
Opposition suggested that the
action may be revoked so as to
have good attendance in the
House. 

They also suggested that a
specific date may be indicated
on which the issue of price rise

could be discussed.
The Government indicat-

ed that a discussion on price
rise may be taken up next
week in Parliament.

However, the Government
does not appear keen on a
debate on the Agnipath mili-
tary recruitment scheme and
could evade the matter on the

ground that it is sub-judice.
The Opposition parties

have been holding protests to
press for an immediate discus-
sion on the price rise and the
GST issues, paralysing pro-
ceedings in Parliament since
the start of the Monsoon
Session on July 18.

Continued on Page 2
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The ED probing the school
job scam in Bengal on

Wednesday unearthed anoth-
er �21 crore in cash and about
3 kg of gold from an apartment
owned by Arpita Mukherjee, a
close aide of senior Bengal
Minister and Trinamool
Congress secretary general
Partha Chatterjee, who is cur-
rently in the custody of the
Central agency.

The recovery comes three
days after the ED seized �22
crore in cash apart from foreign
currency and jewellery worth
�1.5 crore from Mukherjee’s
another apartment at
Tollygunge in South Kolkata.

Meanwhile, in a big dis-
closure to the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) as reported by
a Hindi portal, Mukherjee
allegedly claimed that Partha
used her house as a “mini
bank” to stash cash. 

However, lawyers of
Mukherjee are likely to reject
the claims of the ED sources in
court at the next hearing and
slammed the agency for leak-
ing details of their investigation
to the media. 

“There was so much cash

that three giant counting
machines and several bank
staff had to be rushed in to
count the notes,” sources in the
ED said.

The Wednesday’s recov-
ery comes against the backdrop
of ED telling a special court
that the money was sent to
some “invisible hand.”

While in Tollygunge apart-
ment seven small machines
were used to count the notes,
this time three huge machines
were carried inside by the ED
staff, sources said, adding this
time too the amount could run
into crores.

The ED on Wednesday
conducted simultaneous raids
in at least six places — all
belonging to Mukherjee and
Partha, sources said.

“Important documents too
were recovered from various
places,” ED sources said.
Meanwhile, the agency has
already gone on record telling

the special court that the cash
for job scam collected from
thousands of aspirants had
gone to some invisible hand.

The ED action came fol-
lowing a High Court order
which found massive irregu-
larities in appointment process
of thousands of candidates in
Group C, D and teachers’ posts.
The successful candidates were
denied jobs whereas the unsuc-
cessful ones and those who did
not appear in the exams were
given jobs allegedly in lieu of
cash that hovered between �15
lakh and �25 lakh.

The ED was also interro-
gating TMC MLA Manik
Bhattacharya, a former chair-
man of the primary teachers
recruitment council who was
removed by the Calcutta High
Court. Bhattacharya was being
asked questions on the list of
269 candidates earlier sacked
by the High Court for getting
illegally employed.
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In a landmark judgment, the
Supreme Court on

Wednesday upheld the sweep-
ing power of the Enforcement
Directorate for search, seizure,
arrest, and attachment of prop-
erty under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA). 

The court also upheld
stringent bail conditions in
money-laundering cases and
said the burden of proof is on
the accused to come clean.

Amid outcry by the
Opposition parties that the
ED was used as a tool by the
Centre to target its political
rivals, nearly 240 petitioners,
including Congress MP Karti
Chidambaram, had challenged
certain provisions of the
PMLA. 

Rejecting their pleas, the
SC observed that it was a com-
mon experience world over
that money laundering can be

a “threat” to the good func-
tioning of a financial system.

A host of top Opposition
politicians, including Congress
leaders Sonia Gandhi, Rahul
Gandhi, P Chidambaram, his
son and MP Karti
Chidambaram, Shiv Sena’s
Sanjay Raut, National
Conference leader Farooq
Abdullah, TMC MP and West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee’s nephew Abhishek
Banerjee and Delhi Minister
Satyendar Jain are among those
under the ED’s lens for alleged
money laundering.

Interestingly, several strin-
gent provisions in the PMLA
were introduced by the UPA
regime in 2012, when
Chidambaram was Finance

Minister.
Endorsing the powers of

the federal anti-money laun-
dering agency, a bench headed
by Justice AM Khanwilkar said
authorities under the 2002 Act
are “not police officers as such”
and the Enforcement Case
Information Report (ECIR)
cannot be equated with an
FIR under the Code of
Criminal Procedure (CrPC). 

The bench, also compris-
ing Justices Dinesh
Maheshwari and CT
Ravikumar, said supply of an
ECIR copy in every case to the
person concerned is not
mandatory and it is enough if
ED, at the time of arrest, dis-
closes the grounds of such
arrest.

The petitioners in the case
had challenged the ED’s power
of not disclosing the contents
of ECIR, contending it violat-
ed the fundamental rights of
the accused. The bench said in
view of the special mechanism
envisaged by the 2002 Act,
ECIR cannot be equated with
an FIR. 

“The ECIR is an internal
document of the ED and the
fact that FIR in respect of
scheduled offence has not been
recorded does not come in the
way of the authorities referred
to in section 48 to commence
inquiry/investigation for initi-
ating ‘civil action’ of ‘provisional
attachment’ of property being
proceeds of crime,” said the
apex court in its 545-page
judgment, empowering the ED. 

The court said section 45 of
the PMLA, which deals with
offences to be cognisable and
non-bailable and have twin
conditions for bail, is reason-
able and does not suffer from
vice of arbitrariness or unrea-
sonableness. 

The petitioners had also
challenged the stringent bail
conditions laid down by the law
for the accused. Section 45 says
when the public prosecutor
opposes the bail plea of an
accused, the court can grant
relief only after it is satisfied

that there are reasonable
grounds to believe that the
accused is not guilty of having
committed such an offence
and is unlikely to commit any
offence if granted bail. 

“The challenge to the con-
stitutional validity of section 19
(power to arrest) of the 2002
Act is also rejected. There are
stringent safeguards provided
in section 19. The provision
does not suffer from the vice of
arbitrariness,” said the judg-
ment. It also said section 5 of
the Act, which relates to attach-
ment of property involved in
money laundering, is constitu-
tionally valid. 

“It provides for a balancing
arrangement to secure the
interests of the person as also
ensures that the proceeds of
crime remain available to be
dealt with in the manner pro-
vided by the 2002 Act,” the
bench said. 

The SC said the question as
to whether some of the amend-
ments to PMLA could not
have been enacted by
Parliament by way of money
bills has not been examined
and is left open to be consid-
ered along with or after the
decision of a larger bench of
seven-judges which is looking
into the matter. 

Continued on Page 2
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The CBI on Wednesday said
it has arrested Bhola Yadav,

then officer on special duty
(OSD) to then Railways
Minister Lalu Prasad and
another employee of the rail-
ways in connection with the
land-for-job scam.

Besides Bhola Yadav, the
agency arrested Hridayanand
Choudhary, substitute employ-
ee of the Railways.

The CBI also conducted
searches at four locations,
including Patna and
Darbhanga, on the premises of
the accused and a private per-
son. Both arrested accused are
being produced before a court.

“During investigation, it
was found that the OSD to the
former Railway Minister, dur-
ing the period 2005-2009, was
involved in the alleged con-
spiracy in the appointment of
substitutes,” the CBI said in a
statement. 

Continued on Page 2
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The Union Cabinet on
Wednesday approved a

huge package of �1.64 lakh
crore for the revival of State-
owned telecom firm BSNL. 

The revival measures
approved by the Cabinet meet-
ing chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi include infu-
sion of fresh capital for upgrad-
ing services, allocating spec-
trum, de-stressing the balance
sheet, and the company’s fiber
network by merging Bharat
Broadband Nigam Ltd (BBNL)
with BSNL. 

The Union Cabinet also
approved a project for satura-
tion of 4G mobile services in

uncovered villages across the
country at a total cost of
�26,316 crore. The project will
provide 4G mobile services in
24,680 uncovered villages in
remote and difficult areas, he
said. Briefing media on the
decision taken by the Union
Cabinet, Telecom Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said the
package has a cash component
of �43,964 crore and a non-
cash component of �1.2 lakh
crore spread over four years. 

The Government will
make administrative alloca-
tion of spectrum BSNL needs
to offer 4G services. The allo-
cation of spectrum in 900/1800
MHz band at the cost of
�44,993 crore would be
through equity infusion. 

The Minister said to meet
the projected capital expendi-
ture for next four years, the
Government will fund capex of
�22,471 crore for developing
4G technology stack.  Also, the
Government will provide
�13,789 crore to BSNL as via-
bility-gap funding for com-
mercially unviable rural wire-
line operations done during
2014-15 to 2019-20. To de-
stress the balance sheet,
�33,404 crore statutory dues
will be converted into equity.
Besides, the Government will
provide sovereign guarantee
for raising money to repay
current loans, he said. 

Vaishnaw said to facilitate
wider utilisation of infrastruc-
ture laid under BharatNet,
BBNL will be merged with
BSNL.  The infrastructure cre-
ated under BharatNet will con-
tinue to be a national asset,
accessible on a non-discrimi-
natory basis to all the Telecom
Service Providers. 

Continued on Page 2
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The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) on

Wednesday restricted SpiceJet
flight departures to 50 per cent
for the next eight weeks fol-
lowing a number of technical
snags. The airline, however,
said there will be no flight can-
cellations because of the regu-
lator’s order as it is already
operating limited services “due
to the current lean season”.

“In view of findings of
various spot checks, inspec-
tions and the reply to the show
cause notice submitted by
Spicejet, for continued suste-
nance of safe and reliable air
transport service, the number
of departures of Spicejet are
hereby restricted to 50 per
cent of the number of depar-
tures approved under Summer
Schedule 2022 for a period of
8 weeks from the date of issue
of this order, in accordance

with powers conferred under
rule 19A of the Aircraft Rules,
1937,” the DGCA order read.

“Any increase in the num-
ber of departures beyond 50
per cent shall be subject to the
airline demonstrating to the
satisfaction of DGCA that it has
sufficient technical support
and financial resources to safe-
ly and efficiently undertake
such enhanced capacity,” the
order further stated.

“The same has been
reviewed at appropriate level
and it has been observed that
M/s Spicejet is taking measures
for arresting the trend of inci-
dents, however, the airline
needs to sustain these efforts
for safe and reliable air trans-
port service,” it said. 

Continued on Page 2
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The killing of a BJP yuva
morcha leader by uniden-

tified assailants led to tension
at several places in Dakshina
Kannada district in Karnataka
on Wednesday with instances
of stone-pelting and police
lathicharge being reported. 

Assuring strict action
against individuals or organi-
sations behind the killing, Chief
Minister Basavaraj Bommai
said the Government would
not hesitate to hand over the
case to the NIA,  if required.

The Sangh Parivar had
called for a bandh in Puttur,
Kadaba and Sullia taluks in
Mangaluru on Wednesday in
protest against the murder and
shops downed shutters.

Praveen Nettar, a Zilla BJP
Yuva Morcha committee mem-
ber was hacked to death in
front of his broiler shop in

Bellare by three bike-borne
miscreants on Tuesday night.

A resident of Nettaru in
Bellare in Dakshina Kannada
district, the 32-year-old man
was hacked to death when he
was heading home after closing
his shop. “He tried to escape
and ran but he fell down after
a blow on his head,” police said.

Local residents immedi-
ately informed the police,
which rushed to the spot and
took Nettar to hospital, where
doctors declared him brought
dead.

With BJP and Sangh
Parivar supporters and workers
turning their angst against the
Government accusing it of not
standing up to protect the lives
of Hindu Karyakartas, Bommai
assured of arrest and strictest
punishment to the culprits
soon and said, “don’t have any
doubts about it.”

Continued on Page 2
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The US on Wednesday laud-
ed India’s efforts in helping

Sri Lanka during the recent
crisis there and said it reacted
“really swiftly” with an
absolutely critical set of mea-
sures to help the island nation
tide over its economic crisis.

Visiting US Agency for
International Development
(USAID) administrator
Samantha Power also said calls
to Beijing to provide significant
relief to Sri Lanka have gone
unanswered.

The US official said Beijing
promised Lines of Credit to Sri
Lanka, but it paused to provide
significant relief.  “The calls to
provide more significant relief
have gone unanswered and the
biggest question of all is
whether Beijing will restructure
debt to the same extent as other
bilateral creditors,” she said. 

In an address at an event

in Delhi IIT, Power said China
became one of Sri Lanka’s
“biggest creditors” offering
often “opaque loan” deals at
higher interest rates than other
lenders.  Power is on a visit to
India from July 25 to 27. The
USAID is one of the leading aid
agencies globally.

“India has reacted really
swiftly with an absolutely crit-
ical set of measures,” she said.

The USAID administrator
referred to India’s line of cred-
it of USD 3.5 billion to Sri
Lanka and other assistance to
help the country steer its econ-
omy out of default and further
collapse.  

Continued on Page 2
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on

Wednesday questioned
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi for over three hours on
the third day of her deposition
in a money laundering case
linked to the party-promoted
National Herald newspaper.

The Congress president
was not given fresh summons
amid indications that her ques-
tioning might have concluded.

Spread over three rounds,
including on Wednesday, Sonia
has been questioned for over 11
hours and faced around 100
questions, officials said.

Her first round of ques-
tioning took place on July 21
and lasted for two hours.

On Wednesday, she
reached the anti-money laun-
dering agency’s office in
Central Delhi at 11 am accom-
panied by her daughter
Priyanka Vadra and son Rahul
Gandhi. The questioning ses-
sion began at 11.15 am.  

The team of investigators
included the Investigating
Officer (IO) who is of the rank
of Assistant Director and a per-
son who recorded the state-
ments dictated by the Congress
chief.

Around 2 pm, she left the
agency office along with
Priyanka, who stayed with her
at the Pravartan Bhawan (ED
headquarters) in order to pro-
vide any assistance or medical
care to her mother.

The questioning relates to
the charge of alleged financial
irregularities in the Congress-
promoted Young Indian Private
Limited, which owns the
National Herald newspaper.

Continued on Page 2
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Maharashtra’s former Chief
Minister and Shiv Sena

president Uddhav Thackeray
on Wednesday charged that
democracy was at peril as the
ruling BJP was conspiring to
finish the Opposition and
regional parties by “misusing”
the investigation agencies like
the CBI and Enforcement
Directorate (ED).

In the second and con-
cluding part of the interview
published in his party’s official
mouth-piece “Saamana” on the
occasion of his birthday,
Uddhav said that if the ruling
BJP at the Centre appeared
scared of the Opposition par-
ties, it was because of its erod-
ing strength.

Uddhav said that he agreed
with the perception of chief

ministers of Delhi  and West
Bengal Arvind Kejriwal and
Mamata Banerjee and other
opposition leaders that a con-
spiracy was in full-swing to
“finish off ” the Opposition
and regional parties in the
country.

Queried if democracy
would survive in the country,
Uddhav said: “Given the cur-
rent political situation in the
country, I also get a similar feel-
ing. If the ruling BJP appears

scared of the Opposition, it is
because of its eroded strength.
In a democracy, it is not nec-
essary that one party – which
could be Shiv Sena, Congress,
BJP or any other party-- wins
all the time. Victory and defeat
are part of democracy. In fact
that is the magic of democra-
cy”. “I do not say that democ-
racy in the country has been
replaced by dictatorship. But
many people in the country feel
that the country is heading
towards that direction. They
feel that the country is heading
in the wrong direction,” he said.

Recalling the late Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee’s
statement that ‘Power comes
and goes, but the country
should remain’, Uddhav said: “
Till today many chief ministers
have come and gone... I was the
CM yesterday, I am not today

and am sitting in front of
you… What’s the difference?
Power comes and goes... and
returns, but it doesn’t matter to
me”. Stressing on the need for
all political parties to unite and
work for the country, Uddhav
said: “If we do not do so, we
will be labelled as ‘enemies’ of
our nation. There are several
serious problems that like infla-
tion, unemployment that are
confronting the people”

Coming down heavily on
the the Narendra Modi gov-
ernment on how it was “mis-
using” the central investigation
agencies to harass the
Opposition, arrest its leaders
first and implicate them with
allegations after allegations and
defame them and ruin their
careers in a “dirty and per-
verted manner”

Alluding to Union Minister

Nitin Gadkari’s statement that
the BJP was like a ‘washing
machine’ which made people
facing allegations as ‘virtuous’,
Uddhav said:  “This is not real-
ly the sign of a strong ruler, but
one in fear”

Calling for unity among
opposition parties, Uddhav
said: “Like it happened during
the emergency, the then Janata
Party (1975-1977) did not even
have election agents at polling
booths, yet people of all class-
es voted for them overwhelm-
ingly, and the party came to
power. It is another that the
Janata Party government col-
lapsed later    due to infighting”.
“The first thing that is neces-
sary to bring change in gov-
ernment is that the opposition
parties should have the will to
do so. They should come
together and create awareness

among people about the need
for a change in government.
We as the Shiv Sena are willing
to be part of this exercise, we
cannot go alone and all oppo-
sition parties in the country
must join together for the
struggle without making too
many enemies. Together, we
must ensure healthy politics,”
he said.

Maintaining that the Shiv
Sena-NCP-Congress combine’s
Maha Vikas Aghadi was a “suc-
cessful experiment” and the
government enjoyed the sup-
port of the people, Uddhav
said: “There was nothing with
the  MVA experiment. The
people have welcomed it. Many
in the state cried when I left  the
chief minister’s official resi-
dence‘ Varsha’on June 22). I will
not allow those tears go in
vain,” he said.
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A12-year-old girl on her
way to school in Noida

was allegedly raped by a 20-
year-old man on Wednesday,
prompting the police to arrest
the accused, according to offi-

cials.      The accused, howev-
er, tried to escape and clashed
with the police personnel lead-
ing to gunshot injuries to him
as he was taken into custody
once again, they said.

“The girl was on her way
to school in the morning when

the accused met her and lured
her to an isolated area in
Sector 32 and forced himself
on her. The matter was report-
ed to the local Sector 24 police
station and the accused was
soon held,” a police official
said.
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The order comes after SpiceJet

planes were involved in at least eight
technical malfunction incidents in the
18-day period starting June 19.

After which the DGCA had on July
6 issued a show-cause notice to the air-
line, stating that “poor internal safety
oversight” and “inadequate mainte-

nance actions” have resulted in degra-
dation of safety margins.

Just three days after issuing the
notice, the DGCA started conducting
spot checks on SpiceJet planes. The spot
checks were completed on July 13.

On March 11, the DGCA approved
4,192 weekly domestic flights of SpiceJet
for this year’s summer schedule, which

ends on October 29. Wednesday’s order
means the budget carrier will be able to
operate not more than 2,096 weekly
flights for the next eight weeks.

In a statement on Wednesday,
SpiceJet said, “We are in receipt of the
DGCA order and will act as per direc-
tions of the regulator. Due to the cur-
rent lean travel season, SpiceJet, like

other airlines, had already rescheduled
its flight operations. Hence, there will
be absolutely no impact on our flight
operations.” The airline said it wants to
reassure its passengers and travel part-
ners that its flights will operate accord-
ing to schedule in the coming days and
weeks. “There will be no flight cancel-
lation as a consequence of this order.

From Page 1
It was further alleged that

the accused was managing
affairs in transfer of land by the
family members of substitutes
to the family members of for-
mer Railway Minister (Lalu
Yadav) and also engaging sub-
stitutes in Railway,” the CBI said
in a statement.

It was also alleged that the
then OSD had acquired some
properties during the relevant
period.

The CBI had registered a
case on May 18, 2022 against
former Railways Minister Lalu
Yadav and 15 others, including
his wife, two daughters and
unknown public servants and
private persons.

It was alleged in the FIR
that Lalu Yadav, during the peri-
od 2004-2009, had obtained
pecuniary advantages in the
form of transfer of landed prop-
erty in the name of his family
members in lieu of appoint-

ment of Substitutes in Group
“D” Post in different Zones of
Railways.

It was further alleged that
in lieu of the jobs, the substi-
tutes, who were residents of
Patna themselves or through
their family members sold and
gifted their land situated at
Patna in favour of the family
members of the said minister
and a private company con-
trolled by his family members,
which was also involved in

transfer of such immovable
properties in the name of said
family members.

It was also alleged that no
advertisement or any public
notice was issued for such
appointments of substitutes in
Zonal Railways, yet the
appointees who were residents
of Patna were appointed as
Substitutes in different Zonal
Railways located at Mumbai,
Jabalpur, Kolkata, Jaipur and
Hajipur.

It was further alleged that
in continuation of this modus
operandi, about 1,05,292 Sq.
feet land/ immovable properties
situated at Patna were acquired
by family members of Lalu
Yadav through five sale deeds
and two gift deeds, showing the
payment made to the seller in
cash in most of the land trans-
fer.

Earlier, searches were con-
ducted on May 20 at 16 places
in Delhi, Patna and Gopalganj.

From Page 1
The bench also endorsed

section 24 of PMLA relating to
self-incrimination. Section 24
says when a person is accused
of having committed the
offence of money-laundering,
the burden of proving that
proceeds of crime are untaint-
ed property shall be on the
accused. 

The bench said Section 24
of the law has reasonable
nexus with the purposes and
objects sought to be achieved
by the Act and it cannot be
regarded as unconstitutional. 

The CrPC guards a citi-
zen’s right against self-incrim-
ination. Section 162 of CrPC
says every person is bound to
answer truthfully all ques-
tions put to them by a police
officer other than questions
the answers to which would

have a tendency to expose that
person to criminal charge,
penalty or forfeiture.      

The bench said statements
recorded by authorities under
the 2002 Act are not hit by
Article 20(3) or Article 21 of
the Constitution. While
Article 20 (3) says no person
accused of any offence shall be
compelled to be a witness
against himself, Article 21
deals with protection of life
and personal liberty. 

The bench, however, con-
ceded that petitioners are jus-
tified in expressing serious
concern “bordering on causing
injustice” owing to the vacan-
cies in appellate tribunal. “We
deem it necessary to impress
upon the executive to take cor-
rective measures in this regard
expeditiously,” it said. The
judgment said section 63 of

the Act, which deals with
punishment regarding false
information or failure to give
information, does not suffer
from any vice of arbitrariness.
“The argument about propor-
tionality of punishment with
reference to the nature of
scheduled offence is wholly
unfounded and stands reject-
ed,” the bench said. The court
said it did not find merit in the
challenge to section 44, which
deals with offences triable by
special courts, being arbitrary
or unconstitutional. “The
inclusion or exclusion of any
particular offence in the
Schedule to the 2002 Act is a
matter of legislative policy; and
the nature or class of any
predicate offence has no bear-
ing on the validity of the
Schedule or any prescription
there under,” it said.

From Page 1
The Minister said BSNL’s

8.6 lakh km optical fibre will be
extended by merging BBNL
(which has the BharatNet pro-
ject under it and an optical fibre
network of 5.8 lakh km). With
this, BSNL will have 14 lakh km
of the optical network.

“The revival package will
enable BSNL to improve ser-
vices and generate a net profit
in 3-4 years. Its 5G services
launch will happen in next 1.5-
2 years,” Vaishnaw said. 

“In 1-1.5 years its 4G tele-
com services will reach people.”
On the merger of MTNL and
BSNL, he said the plan is still
there but “it needs complex
financial restructuring”.

From Page 1
Those who met Naidu

were Mallikarjun Kharge and
K C Venugopal of Congress,
Ram Gopal Yadav (SP), Derek
O’Brien (TMC), Tiruchi Siva
(DMK), Sanjay Raut (Shiv
Sena), Elamaram Kareem
(CPM), Binoy Viswam (CPI),

Suresh Reddy (TRS) and Vaiko
(MDMK). 

Minister of Parliamentary
Affairs Pralhad Joshi, Leader of
the House Piyush Goyal and
MoS (Parliamentary Affairs)
Muraleedharan also joined the
meeting at Naidu’s chamber.

Joshi said the suspension
of Opposition MPs can be
revoked by the Chair if they
apologise and assure they
would not show placards in the
House. As many as 24 opposi-
tion MPs - 20 from the Rajya

Sabha and four from the Lok
Sabha - have been suspended
for their unruly behaviour and
creating ruckus in Parliament.

Naidu is learnt to have told
Opposition leaders that as
many as 63 members of Lok
Sabha were similarly suspend-
ed in 1989 and another 25 in
2015 for persistent violation of
the rules of the House.  The
Chairman also had a meeting
with Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman and enquired
about her health and her readi-

ness to reply to the debate on
the issue of price rise. AAP’s
Sanjay Singh on Wednesday
became the 20th MP to be sus-
pended for unruly behaviour
from Rajya Sabha sittings for
the rest of the week.  The lat-
est suspension triggered
protests from other AAP MPs
while the Opposition parties
insisted on a discussion on
price rise.

Minister of State for
Parliamentary Affairs V
Muraleedharan moved a

motion to suspend Singh from
the House for the remainder of
the week. The motion was
adopted by voice vote, even as
Opposition members contin-
ued to raise uproar in the
Well of the House.

The 50-hour-long relay
protest inside the Parliament
complex started near the
Gandhi Statue and will con-
tinue through the night as
well.  The MPs suspended
over the last two days include
seven from the TMC, six from

the Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam , three from the
Telangana Rashtra Samithi,
two from the Communist
Party of India (Marxist), and
one each from the Communist
Party of India and the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP).  Also,
four Lok Sabha MPs of the
Congress have been suspend-
ed.

Opposition MPs on
Wednesday again trooped into
the Well against the suspension
of the MPs, even as Deputy

Chairman Harivansh appealed
to the suspended member to
move out.   Former Congress
chief Rahul Gandhi took a
swipe at Prime Minister
Narendra Modi dubbing him
as a ‘king’ who has got 57 MPs
arrested and 23 MPs suspend-
ed for asking questions on
unemployment and inflation.
He also alleged that while the
king is afraid of questions in
the temple of democracy, they
well know how to fight dicta-
tors. Talking to the media

Singh said the AAP will con-
tinue to raise the “fundamen-
tal issues” of the masses,
including spurious liquor sale
in Gujarat, both in Parliament
and on the streets. The AAP
has 10 members in the Rajya
Sabha. Singh said Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Home Minister Amit Shah,
both of whom are from
Gujarat, could have come and
told the House “how spurious
liquor trade is going on in
Gujarat.”

From Page 1
Stating the Government

will not rest until all persons
or organisations behind the
incident are punished, he said
the government will not hes-
itate to hand over the case to
the NIA, if required.

Police have registered a
case of murder at Bellare
police station and have formed
four teams to investigate in dif-
ferent angles and to nab the
murderers.

Few people are being
questioned at the police sta-
tion, a senior official said.

Following the murder,
incidents of stone-pelting at
Government buses were
reported from some places. A
bus plying from Puttur to
Mangaluru was damaged in
the stone-pelting incident at
Bolwar.

Meanwhile, the body of
the deceased BJP worker was

taken in a procession in an
ambulance to Nettaru by
activists of Sangh organisa-
tions.

The last rites of the youth
leader were performed at his
native place Nettaru. His
inconsolable wife Nuthana
told a local TV channel that
her husband was innocent,
and that no innocents should
meet with the “injustice” he
faced. 

“Despite me or his parents
saying no, he used to work for
people and society-day or
night. I have lost him today,
who will get him back. He did
everything for the society, but
the society could not save
him....I don’t want a wife or
family of another person who
works for society to face my
fate. Action should be taken in
this regard,” she said.

Before the last rites, hun-
dreds of young activists

belonging to various Hindu
organisations gathered at
Bellare shouting slogans “we
want justice”,  and also
expressed anger against the
administration. Police had to
resort to lathi charge on unruly
mob following instances of
stone pelting.

raoed Dakshina Kannada
district in-charge minister
Sunil Kumar, state BJP
President Nalin Kumar Kateel
and RSS leader Kalladka
Prabhakar Bhat, who reached
the spot to pay their final
respects.

Angry youth even tried to
topple a car, which reported-
ly belonged to Kateel.
However, following  interven-
tion of senior leaders, they fled
the place after puncturing the
tyres of a car.

Security has been beefed
up across the communally
sensitive district following the

murder. 
The incident has threat-

ened to take a communal turn
with suspicions being raised by
right wing outfits that the
murder is in retaliation to the
killing of a youth belonging to
minority community in the
same locality recently.

Speaking to reporters, ear-
lier in the day Bommai said
since the incident took place
close to Kerala border,
Karnataka police is in contact
with its counterpart there.

“Superintendent of
Police, Mangaluru is in touch
with his counterpart in
Kasaragod, and DG of the state
has spoken to DG Kerala...We
will nab them soon, we have
taken this seriously,” he said, as
he appealed for peace and
requested that no one should
make inflammatory state-
ments.

At the outset it appears to

be “pre planned” and there are
similarities with other cases,
which are being studied in
entirety, the CM said, adding
“we will go to the roots.”

The incident comes
months after a 28-year-old
Bajrang Dal activist was mur-
dered in Shivamogga by a
gang.Home Minister Arga
Jnanendra said he has spoken
to the Chief Minister about the
incident and has issued nec-
essary instructions to the
police.

An ADGP rank official
will be going to Mangaluru
and will monitor the probe
and take necessary action.
Along with nabbing the cul-
prits, efforts are also on to
maintain peace and order, he
said.

“It is natural that there will
be anger about losing a young
man, but I request people to
maintain peace.”

From Page 1
During her deposition, she

is understood to have stuck to
the party’s position that no per-
sonal assets were made in the
Associated Journals Limited
(AJL)-Young Indian deal and
that the routine affairs of the
companies were handled by
other office bearers, including
late Moti Lal Vora.

Earlier, the agency has
questioned Congress leaders
Pawan Bansal and Mallikarjun
Kharge in this case.

The questioning sessions
were recorded in an audio-
video mode, officials said.

The Congress has slammed
the agency’s action against its

top leadership and termed it as
“political vendetta” and
“harassment”. Former Congress
president and her son Rahul
was also questioned by the ED
in this case last month in ses-
sions that clocked over 50
hours spread over five days.

The move to question the
Gandhis was initiated after the
ED late last year registered a
fresh case under the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act.

This followed a trial court
here taking cognisance of an
Income Tax Department probe
against Young Indian based on
a private criminal complaint
filed by BJP MP Subramanian
Swamy in 2013.

From Page 1
Power said India has helped

countries around the world in
times of difficulties.

“Contrast this with the
People’s Republic of China which
has been an increasingly eager
creditor of the Sri Lankan

Governments since the mid
2000s,” Power said.

“Indeed, over the past two
decades, China became one of
Sri Lanka’s biggest creditors
offering often opaque loan deals
at higher interest rates than
other lenders and financing a raft

of headline grabbing infrastruc-
ture projects with often ques-
tionable practical use for Sri
Lankans, including a massive
port that generated little income
and was barely used by ships,”
she said in an apparent reference
to the Hambanthota port.
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Wednesday

said the Punjab Government
has sent a proposal to the
Commission for Air Quality
Management (CAQM) to give
cash incentives to farmers in
the border State for not burn-
ing stubble.  

The proposal says Rs 2,500
per acre should be given to
farmers in Punjab to wean
them away from stubble burn-
ing, the Chief Minister said
after inaugurating charging
stations for electric vehicles.

“The Punjab Government
has sent a proposal to the Air
Quality Commission as per
which the farmers will be pro-
vided a cash incentive of Rs 2.5
thousands per acre for not
burning their paddy stubble. 

They are free to use tech-
nology of their choice,” he
said. As per the proposal, the
Punjab Government has pro-
posed that it will give Rs 500,
Delhi Government will give Rs
500 and the Central
Government can give Rs 1.5
thousand. Whenever the Air
Quality Commission will take
decision, the Delhi
Government will implement
the same. “We are ready to do
everything possible to protect
the environment as we are
committed to provide a healthy
environment to the people of
Delhi,” he said. The AAP

Governments in Punjab and
Delhi plan to provide cash
incentive to farmers in the
border state for not burning
stubble and have requested the
Centre to share the cost.  Paddy
straw burning in Punjab and
Haryana is a major reason
behind the alarming spike in
air pollution levels in the
national capital in October

and November.  Punjab gener-
ates around 20 million tons of
paddy straw annually.  "Delhi
will share the cost since smoke
from farm fires impact air
quality in the national capital,"
a Punjab government official
had said.  He had said the
Punjab and Delhi governments
will implement the scheme
even if the Centre doesn't

agree. Under a Centre-spon-
sored scheme, farm machinery
is provided to farmers at a sub-
sidised rate for in-situ man-
agement of the stubble. The
governments of Punjab and
Haryana had announced a
bonus of Rs 2,500 an acre for
small and marginal farmers in
2019 too, following the
Supreme Court's suggestion to

incentivise farmers to stop
farm fires. According to Indian
Agricultural Research Institute,
Punjab had reported 71,304
farm fires between September
15 and November 30 last year
and 83,002 farm fires in the
corresponding period in 2020.
Last year, the share of farm fires
in Delhi's PM 2.5 pollution had
peaked to 48% on November 7.
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Possibly triggering a new
flashpoint between the

Centre and the ruling AAP
Government in the national
Capital, Lieutenant Governor
Vinai Kumar  Saxena has asked
Delhi Assembly Speaker Ram
Niwas Goel for “constitution-
al compliance”, to the
Government of National
Capital Territory of Delhi
(GNCTD) (Amendment) Act,
2021. 

The Lieutenant Governor
has also questioned why
Assembly has not amended its
functioning after 14 months of
its implementation.

The GNCTD 
(Amendment) Act, 2021,
accords primacy to Delhi's
Lieutenant Governor (LG) over
the elected Government.
According to the legislation, the
"Government" in Delhi means
the "Lieutenant Governor".

Sources in the L-G's office
said that even 14 months after
the GNCTD (Amendment)
Act, 2021, came into effect, the
Delhi Assembly has kept nec-
essary amendments in its 'Rules
of Procedure and Conduct of
Business' pending.

“Sub-section (1) of
Section 33 of the Government
of National Capital Territory of
Delhi Act, 1991 as amended up
to date, hereinafter called
“Amendment Act”, provides, -
33 Rules of procedure – (1) the
Legislative Assembly may make
rules for regulating, subject to
the provision of this Act, its
procedure and the conduct of
its business (which shall not be
inconsistent with the Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of
Business in House of the
People),” they said.

“Provided that the
Legislative Assembly shall not
make any rule to enable itself
or its Committees to consider
the matters of day-to-day
administration of the Capital or
conduct inquiries in relation to
the administrative decisions,
and any of the rule made in

contravention of this proviso,
before the commencement of
the Government of National
Capital Territory of Delhi
(Amendment) Act, 2021, shall
be void,” the sources said.

The L-G, in his message to
the Speaker, cited the GNCTD
(Amendment) Act provision
under which the Assembly will
not make any rule to enable
itself or its committees to con-
sider the matters of the day-to-
day administration of the cap-
ital or conduct inquiries in rela-
tion to the administrative deci-
sions, they said.

"Necessary amendments
in the Rules of Procedure and
Conduct of Business in the
Legislative Assembly or any
other existing rule on the sub-
ject are immediately required
to be made to make them in
consonance with the provi-
sions of the amended Act," LG
office sources said quoting
Saxena's message to the
Speaker.

Speaking on the matter, the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) said
that the matter pertains to
Delhi Assembly and they are
sure that the Speaker will act as
per the constitution.

Reacting on the message
sent by the LG, Delhi
Legislative Assembly Speaker
Ram Niwas Goel said that the
amendment to the GNCTD
Act made by Parliament has
been challenged by the Delhi
Government on the ground
that it violates article 239AA.

“This amendment has
made the committee system of
the Assembly non functional.
The amendment prohibits the

Assembly and its committees
from making inquiries into
administrative decisions. Then
what will the committees look
into? United Nation's affairs?
Committees of legislature look
into administrative decisions
and ask the government to fix
responsibility of individual offi-
cers if found guilty by the
committees,” he said.

“Recently the Petitions
Committee and Privileges
Committee have inquired into
the orders of a few SDMs and
ADMs in different matters.
This has led to the suspension
of four SDMs, two ADMs, a
Sub Registrar, and a few others. 

Government land worth
hundreds of crores could be
saved from illegal transfers to
private parties. Why are they
trying to stop such inquiries?”
he questioned. “This is the
legitimate, constitutional func-

tion of committees of a legis-
lature. 

The legislature enforces
accountability of the Executive
through these committees.
Under Article 239AA the exec-
utive is accountable to the
Assembly which ensures it
through its systems.

Parliament cannot
through an amendment take
away this fundamental func-
tion of the legislature. But this
is what it has done through this
amendment. PAC, PU , SCST
committee, Committee on
OBC welfare, etc delve deep
into administrative decisions.
These committees perform
functions that are absolutely
necessary for our constitu-
tional scheme.

The amendment which
LG wants to be enforced will
effectively put an end to the
committees,” Goel added.
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Delhi’s Lieutenant Governor
Vinai Kumar Saxena on

Wednesday asked the revenue
department to make a detailed
presentation on Revision of
Circle Rates along with the
reports of the various working
groups constituted for this pur-
pose. The order comes during
the review of the revenue
department.

“The Department was also
asked to make a detailed pre-
sentation on Revision of Circle
Rates along with the reports of
the various working groups
constituted for this purpose,”
the Raj Niwas said in a state-
ment. 

“The LG pointed towards
the blanket order that had led
to sealing thousands of
borewells in the city irrespec-
tive of the water table beneath
them. With the aim of framing
a scientific and reasoned poli-
cy for regulating borewells in

the Capital, the Department
was instructed to examine the
map of Delhi prepared by
Central Ground Water Board
to identify locations where
water table is high and accord-
ingly frame such policy. 

De-sealing of borewells at
such sites accompanied by pit
holes to recharge ground water
will help meet the City’s water
requirements in an environ-
mentally sustainable manner,”
the statement said.

“The Revenue Department
has been instructed to create a
template for monitoring
progress of restoration and
renovation of water bodies
and the same will be moni-
tored by respective District
Magistrates (DMs) regularly,”
it informed.

“Instructions were issued
to expedite and dispose the
claims pending for payment of
ex-gratia to families of Covid-
19 victims within 15 days,” the
statement further added. 
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The Delhi High Court on
Wednesday dismissed the

petition seeking a direction to
the Lieutenant Governor for
Delhi Minister Satyendar Jain’s
suspension, saying it cannot
direct Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal to remove
Minister from his Cabinet and
it hopes that the Chief Minister
while appointing Ministers,
will uphold the trust reposed in
him by the electorates.

“It is for the chief minister
to act in the best interest of the
state and consider whether a
person who has a criminal
background or has been
charged with offences involv-
ing moral turpitude should be
allowed to continue as a min-
ister or not,” a division bench
comprising Chief Justice Satish
Chandra Sharma and Justice
Subramonium Prasad said in
its 16 pages order while dis-
missing the petition.The peti-
tion was filed by former BJP
MLA Nand Kishore Garg .

“While it is not for the
Court to issue directions to the
Chief  Minister, it is the duty of
the Court to remind these key
duty holders about their role
with regard to uphold the
tenets of our Constitution. The
Chief Minister exercises his/her
discretion in choosing the
Members of Cabinet and to for-
mulate a policy pertaining to
appointment of Council of
Ministers.

“The Council of Ministers
has a collective responsibility to
sustain and uphold integrity of
the Constitution of India, and
it is for the Chief Minister to act
in the best interest of the State
and consider as to whether a
person who has criminal back-
ground and/or has been
charged with offences involv-
ing moral turpitude should be
appointed and should be
allowed to continue as a
Minister or not,” the order
said.

“Good governance is only
in the hands of good people.
Even though the Court cannot
sit in judgement of what is
good or bad, it certainly can

remind constitutional func-
tionaries to preserve, protect
and promote the ethos of our
Constitution. 

There is a presumption
that the Chief Minister would
be well advised and guided by
such constitutional principles,”
it read.

“The Court believes that
the Chief Minister upholds
the trust reposed in him that
forms the foundation of a rep-
resentative democracy while
appointing persons to lead the
people,” the order further stat-
ed.

The Court held that it can-
not frame wider guidelines on
the issue or pass any direction
on who should be appointed as
a legislator or is entitled to
become a minister either at the
central or state level.

The judges further said
that it is not for them to direct
the Governor or Chief Minister
to remove a person who has
committed breach of their
oaths and a High Court under
Article 226 is not competent to
issue direction terminating
appointment of a minister of
the State.

However, the judges said
that it is the court’s duty to
remind key persons about their
role with regard to upholding
the tenets of the Constitution.

Quoting Dr BR Ambedkar,
the bench said that it whole-
heartedly agrees with the obser-
vation of the founding father
and hopes that CM will uphold
the trust reposed in him that
forms the foundation of a rep-
resentative democracy while
appointing persons to lead the
people.

The petition argued that
Jain is a public servant with a
duty to uphold the constitu-
tional oath and rule of law but
he continues to enjoy the perks
and privileges of a cabinet
minister despite being indict-
ed under serious charges.

Apart from seeking
removal of Jain from the cabi-
net, the PIL also asked the
court to issue broader guide-
lines for resignation/suspension
of the ministers if he/she is
arrested.
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The Enforcement
Directorate on Wednesday

filed a chargesheet before a
court against Delhi Minister
Satyendar Jain and others in an
alleged money laundering case.

According to sources, the
ED prosecution complaint has
named Satyender Jain, his wife
Poonam Jain, Vaibhav Jain,
Ankush Jain, Ajit Prasad Jain
and Sunil Jain, including four
private firms as accused. The
above-mentioned are accused
of violations under sections of
the money laundering Act.

Special Judge Geetanjali
Goel on Wednesday posted
the matter for July 29, 2022 on
the point of cognizance. The
trial court also examined the
interim bail plea of Satyender
Jain on basis of medical
grounds. Jain is currently in
judicial custody.

The ED had initiated a
money-laundering investiga-
tion on the basis of a First
Information Report registered
by the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) on 24
August 2017 under Section
13(2) r/w 13(1)(e) of the
Prevention of Corruption Act,
1988 against Satyendar Jain,
Poonam Jain, Ajit Prasad Jain,
Sunil Kumar Jain, Vaibhav Jain
and Ankush Jain.

The CBI filed a chargesheet
on 3 December 2018 against
Satyendar Kumar Jain, Poonam
Jain, Ajit Prasad Jain, Sunil
Kumar Jain, Vaibhav Jain and
Ankush Jain. 
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The Delhi Government is
preparing an individual

action plan for each of the five
retail markets here chosen for
redevelopment and the work
will be initiated in a phased
manner, Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia said on
Wednesday.

Sisodia reviewed the
progress of various ongoing
projects, including the shop-
ping festival, redevelopment
of retail markets, development
of food hubs under the Delhi
food truck policy.

The Delhi Government
announced last month that it
will redevelop five markets —
Kamla Nagar, Khari Baoli,
Lajpat Nagar, Sarojini Nagar
and Kirti Nagar — to make

them "world class". Reviewing
the projects, Sisodia said,
"Several meetings have been
held with the stakeholders to
understand the needs of the
markets.

"In the meeting, officials
said keeping in mind the
requirements of the five mar-
kets selected for redevelop-
ment, an action plan is being
prepared for each of them and
the work will be done in a
phased manner accordingly,"
an official statement said. 

While reviewing the pro-
jects, Sisodia said that several
meetings have been conducted
with the stakeholders to under-
stand the needs of the markets.
Work on each of the schemes
announced in the “Rozgaar
Budget” is going on in a phased
manner.
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Students of the Jawaharlal
Nehru University on

Wednesday alleged that a por-
tion of a balcony and a ceiling
in two separate hostels col-
lapsed following the recent
spells of rain. An immediate
reaction was not available from
the university.

JNU Dean of Student
Sudheer Pratap Singh did not
respond to calls and texts seek-
ing a response.   In a statement,
Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi
Parishad (ABVP) said roofs
collapsing has become a com-
mon sight in the varsity.

The incidents took place
on Monday at Periyar and
Kaveri hostels of the universi-
ty. No one was injured in the
incident.  The students, how-
ever, expressed concerns over
the dilapidated condition of the
hostels. A portion of the bal-
cony collapsed at the Periyar
hostel.  "My room is on the
ground floor and suddenly the
balcony on the first floor par-
tially collapsed. I was at the
spot. Somehow I was saved,"
said a student who did not wish
to be identified.

"In another incident, the
roof of a hostel room partially
collapsed in Kaveri hostel.
These incidents have become
quite common in the universi-
ty. The hostels are in very bad
condition. Everyday there is
one or the other incidents," the
student added.

On April 13, a student was
injured after a portion of the
bathroom ceiling collapsed at
a hostel in JNU. "Incidents of
falling roofs of hostels are com-
ing to the fore every day. At
present, due to the rainy sea-
son, moisture has formed, in
such a situation, water can be
seen continuously dripping
from the walls and roofs.

"On Monday, roof of
Periyar Hostel collapsed on
the previous day. A similar inci-
dent has also been seen in
Kaveri Hostel," the statement
by ABVP read.
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Ahead of the G20 summit in
the national Capital, the

New Delhi Municipal Council
(NDMC) on Wednesday said
the redevelopment work of 41
major roads and roundabouts
in the area including pavement,
green berms and illumination,
will be designed and executed.

According to the vice
chairman of the NDMC, Satish
Upadhyay, redevelopment of
roads and roundabouts in
NDMC area, including pave-
ment, green berms, and illu-
mination with one year main-
tenance in light of the upcom-
ing G20 Presidency related
events in Delhi.

“NDMC has received sev-
eral correspondences from the
G20 Secretariat and other high-
er authorities related to upgra-
dation and improvement of
infrastructure in NDMC area
in view of the ensuing G20
Presidency and its related
events in New Delhi. Several
rounds of meetings have been
held in this regard at G20
Secretariat,” he said.

“In line with the discus-
sions held in these meeting a
comprehensive review of the
existing infrastructure espe-
cially the major roads have
been done. Accordingly, 41
major roads having maximum

impact have been identified
and a proposal has been pre-
pared for redevelopment of
these roads. The work of
"Sculpture and Art Promotion
Work" will be designed and
executed separately being spe-
cialized work,” he informed.

“Council resovled to grant
the administrative approval
and Expenditure sanction for
the work of Redevelopment of
roads and roundabouts in
NDMC area including pave-
ment, green berms and illumi-
nation with one year mainte-
nance amounting to Rs. 85.02
Crores,” Upadhyay said.

The Council will impart
skill training to 25,000 people
in next six months in collabo-
ration with National Skill
Development Corporation,
Upadhyay said.

To implement measures
specified under the National
Clean Air Programme, the
civic body will also sign a pact
with IIT Delhi, Central
Pollution Control Board
(CPCB), Delhi Pollution
Control Committee (DPCC),

Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) and Delhi
Cantonment Board, he said.

Upadhyay said a slew of
other proposals were also
approved by the NDMC
Council which included taking
a number of initiatives to cel-
ebrate "Har Ghar Tiranga
Programme" by conducting
cultural events, illuminating
roads, flyovers and round-
abouts. 

Addressing a press confer-
ence, Upadhyay said the skill
development training pro-
gramme will be carried out in
three phases where contractu-
al workers, masons, plumbers,
construction workers, black-
smith among others will
imparted training.

"In the first phase, we will
provide skill training to 25,000
people with the help of
National Skill Development
Corporation. This phase will be
completed in six months," he
said.

NDMC Member Kuljeet
Chahal said in total 75,000 peo-
ple would be trained out which
25,000 will be given skill train-
ing in the first phase.

"A budget of Rs 4.36 crore
have been approved for this out
of which Rs 1.5 crore would be
provided by the Ministry of
Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship," Chahal said.
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The Delhi Police busted the
Indo-Chinese knives smug-

gling racket and have recovered
14,053 button actuated knives.
Five people have been arrested
involved in illegally importing
and selling Chinese knives in e-
commerce websites, police said.

According to police, on
July 18, police got a call regard-
ing a courier package lying on
the road. When they analysed
the CCTV footage, it was
revealed that the box had fall-
en from the motorcycle of a
delivery boy, a senior police
officer said.  Each knife was in
a packet with the details of the
sender — Mohammad Sahil
from Delhi's Malviya Nagar. A
raid was conducted at his ware-

house in the south Delhi local-
ity and Sahil (28) and his
employee Wasim (18) were
apprehended, Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(south) Benita Mary Jaiker
said. A total of 533 button actu-
ated knives were seized from
there, she said. 

Sahil sold the knives
online. He was helped by one
Yusuf (29) who used to buy the
knives from Ashish Chawla
(43) in Sadar Bazar and trans-
port them to Sahil's ware-
house, police said, adding that
Yusuf was arrested.

Later, Chawla was also
arrested and another 13,440
button actuated knives were
seized from his godown in
Sadar Bazar, Jaiker said.
Chawla disclosed that he used

to place orders for the knives
and the payment was made by
Mayank Babbar (32), an
importer who has an office in
China, police said.

Babbar would misrepre-
sent the consignment as
kitchen knives to avoid getting
caught by the customs depart-
ment, they said.  Babbar too has
been arrested, police said.

The investigation will now
focus on the lapses, if any, on
the part of regulatory and facil-
itating authorities like cus-
toms, Directorate General of
Foreign Trade and the abettors
of the crime, including e-com-
merce websites where the
knives were being sold, the
DCP said. "We are also looking
at the possibility of involvement
of Chinese state actors who

might be in collision with the
arrested Indians into pushing
the contraband and to find out

what else has been pushed
into India under camouflaged
names and titles,” the DCP said.
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Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Wednesday

called for innovations in the
field of ammunition for the cre-
ation of a strong and self-
reliant base that keeps the
Armed Forces fully prepared to
deal with future challenges. 

Addressing inaugural ses-
sion of second conference on
Military Ammunition (Ammo
India) on the theme ‘Make in
India Opportunities and
Challenges’ here, he described
advanced ammunition as real-
ity of new age warfare, which
is a must for India, given its
regional and global imperatives
and security challenges.
Rajnath asserted that
Government understands cru-
cial role private sector can play
in strengthening defence sector
and to enhance their partici-

pation in the field of ammuni-
tion, many barriers, which
were earlier prevalent, have
been removed. He exhorted the
public and private sectors,
research and development
establishments, start-ups, acad-
emia and individual innovators
to explore newer avenues
which can create a base that
caters to needs of Armed
Forces, ensuring their
enhanced preparedness.

The Defence Minister also
emphasised the importance of
precision guided ammunition,
saying that it will play a major
role in future warfare. “The
employment of precision guid-
ed ammunition at ‘Muntho
Dhalo’ base played an impor-
tant role in India’s victory in
1999 Kargil war. Precision
strike of ammunition during
2019 strikes on terror camps in
Balakot also ensured our suc-
cess in operation. 
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The persisting stand-offs at
the border in Ladakh for

the last two years despite sev-
eral rounds of military and
diplomatic level talks will fig-
ure prominently during a like-
ly bilateral meeting between
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar’s and his Chinese
counterpart Wang Yi in
Tashkent on July 28-29.

Both the leaders will be
there to attend the meeting of
the Shanghai Council of
Foreign Ministers in
Samarkand.  

The Foreign Ministers of
the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation(SCO) grouping
will assemble there at the invi-
tation of Acting Minister of
Foreign Affairs of the Republic
of Uzbekistan Vladimir Norov. 

Pakistan’s Foreign Minister
Bilawal Bhutto will also take
part in the deliberations.
However, there is no confir-
mation on the likelihood of
talks between him and
Jaishankar.  He is likely to
have a bilateral meeting with
Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov on the sidelines
of the SCO conclave besides
several other ministers.

Giving details of
Jaishankar’s schedule, the min-
istry of external affairs said here
on Wednesday the meeting
will discuss preparations for the
upcoming Meeting of the
Council of Heads of State on
15-16 September 2022 in
Samarkand.  They will review
ongoing cooperation in expan-

sion of the SCO Organisation
and exchange ideas on region-
al and global developments of
common concern. The Heads
of State meeting next month
may see Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Chinese
President Xi Jingping having
parleys on the sidelines of the
conclave, sources said. 

As regards likely talks
between Jaishankar and Wang
Yi, they said the two leaders will
review the progress made on
efforts to resolve the ongoing
face-offs at the Line of Actual
Control(LAC)in Eastern
Ladakh. They will also discuss
the takeaways from the Corps
Commander level talks
between India and China ear-
lier this month.  It was the 16th
round of talks at the military
level since trouble erupted at
the LAC in May 2020.

It will be second in person
meeting between Jaishankar
and Wang Yi in last few
months.  He was first Chinese
minister to visit India in March
since face-offs in 2020.  The
two ministers then held
detailed discussions on finding
ways to hasten up process of
disengagement from  remain-
ing friction points at  LAC.

The Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) is a per-
manent intergovernmental
international organisation, the
creation of which was
announced on 15 June 2001 in
Shanghai (China) by Republic
of Kazakhstan, the People's
Republic of China, the Kyrgyz
Republic,  Russian Federation,
Republic of Tajikistan, and
Republic of Uzbekistan. 
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As the Supreme Court
upheld certain powers of

the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA), the Congress on
Wednesday said the judgment
will have far-reaching impli-
cations for India's democracy,
especially when the
Governments are anchored in
"political vendetta".

Top Opposition politi-
cians, including Congress
leaders Sonia Gandhi and
Rahul Gandhi along with P
Chidambaram and his son
and MP Karti, Shiv Sena's
Sanjay Raut,  National
Conference leader Farooq
Abdullah, West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee's
nephew Abhishek Banerjee,
also a TMC MP, and Delhi
minister Satyendar Jain are
among those under the ED's
lens for alleged money laun-
dering. 

In a statement, Congress
general secretary Jairam
Ramesh said the judgment
pronounced by the Supreme
Court on the powers of the
Enforcement Directorate
today will have far-reaching
implications for "our democ-
racy, especially when govern-
ments are anchored in politi-

cal vendetta".
"However, there is one

specific aspect of the judge-
ment I would like to address
immediately; I had moved the
Supreme Court on the blatant
misuse of the Money Bill route
by the Modi Government, on
the amendments made to the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act, 2002. The
Supreme Court had issued
notice on my petition on July
2nd, 2019. 

This question remains
unresolved in today's judg-
ment," Ramesh said. He, how-
ever, noted that the court has
agreed that they "are con-
scious of the fact that if that
ground of challenge is to be
accepted, it may go to the root
of the matter and amend-
ments effected vide Finance
Act would become unconsti-
tutional or ineffective".

The court has left these
matters to be decided by a
larger bench, Ramesh said,
adding that this is a matter of
some gratification. 

Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot also expressed
disappointment and said the
apex court 's  ruling will
increase the possibility of
"political misuse" of the ED by
the Centre.

"The pronouncement of
the Hon'ble Supreme Court on
the rights of PML Act and ED

is disappointing and worry-
ing," the chief minister tweet-
ed.  "A dictatorial atmosphere

has prevailed in the country
for the last few years and after
this decision, the possibility of

political misuse of ED by the
Centre will increase further,"
Gehlot said. 
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BJP president J P Nadda on
Wednesday lashed out at

the Congress protest against
the interrogation of  Sonia
Gandhi by Enforcement
Directorate (ED) saying  “ this
is a political campaign to save
one particular family”  think-
ing that “one family is above the
law. “

In a strongly-worded reac-
tion, Nadda said  the Congress
protests over the investigation
into corruption cases against
their top leadership,  is “not
satyagrah”  but “duragrah in
support of lies and corruption.”

The reality, he said,  is that
the Congress is “trying to influ-
ence and pressurize law
enforcement agencies and try-
ing to shield the truth.” “If they
are not happy with the inves-
tigation of our law enforcement
agencies, they are free to
approach our courts. To protest
against our law enforcement
agencies and to try and sabo-
tage investigation into corrup-
tion cases proves that the
Congress party is legally on

weakfooting in cases of cor-
ruption and they do not want
truth to come out”,  said the BJP
president. He said the Supreme
Court has passed a judgment
on the powers and jurisdiction
of the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) and
the Enforcement Directorate.
The Supreme Court has upheld
PMLA and has also validated
the jurisdiction of the ED.“We
honour and respect our
Supreme Court and also our
Constitution and our law”, said
Nadda.

He said Congress president
Sonia Gandhi is being ques-
tioned by ED in National
Herald scam involving thou-
sands of crores and Congress is
doing so called satyagraha
against it. “It is nothing but an
unholy attempt to save family. 

This is apolitical campaign
to save one particular family.
The Congress is holding
protests against law enforce-
ment agencies, the Congress
leaders are raising questions
over our law enforcement agen-
cies, all this is highly inappro-
priate and illegal. 
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In the ongoing probe into ille-
gal mining and extortion in

Jharkhand, the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has further
seized one inland vessel styled
as MV Infralink-III bearing
registration number WB 1809
during a search conducted on
Tuesday. 

The estimated cost of the
vessel is around Rs 30 crore.
The said inland vessel was
being operated illegally without
having any permit from
Sukargarh Ghat, Sahibganj.
The seized vessel was being
operated at the behest of Rajesh
Yadav alias Dahu Yadav in col-

lusion with Pankaj Mishra, key
political aide of Jharkhand
Chief Minister Hemant Soren
and others for transporting
illegally mined stone
chips/stone boulders, the
agency said. An FIR number
84/2022 dated July 26, 2022 has
been lodged by Muffasil police
station against the owner of the
vessel MV INFRALINK-III
under Section 25/30 of Bengal

Ferries Act, 1885 and various
Sections of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC).“The seizure of
the vessel was preceded by
freezing of two illegally oper-
ated stone crushers of
MaaAmba Stone Works oper-
ated by Bishnu Yadav and
Pavitra Yadav along with freez-
ing of three Hyva trucks found
at Mauza Majhikola, Sahibganj
carrying illegally quarried stone
chips/boulders without hav-
ing any mining challans during
a search conducted on Monday
by the ED,” it said in a state-
ment.  Another FIR 181/22
dated July 26, 2022 in this
regard has also been lodged
under Section IPC sections

relating to theft and conceal-
ment of stolen property at
Girwabadi, Sahebganj. Besides,
one illegal mine situated at
Mauza Simaria, Sahebganj
operated by Bishnu Yadav and
others has been identified, it
said. 

Another mine has been
identified at Mauza Demba,
Sahibganj where mining has
exceeded far beyond the leased
area.  “The quantification of the
excess illegal mining done at
the above site has been esti-
mated around 37.5 million
cubic feet which has remained
undeclared and concealed. The
processed value of the mined
stone chips/boulders is esti-

mated to be around Rs 45
crore,” the agency said. 

An ED team has been vis-
iting Sahibganj District of
Jharkhand from Monday and
undertaking a joint survey in
conjunction with Jharkhand
State Pollution Control Board,
District Mining Office,
Sahibganj, District forest office,
Sahibganj and other officials of
Sahibganj to identify the ben-
eficiaries of such illegal mining
activities and to investigate the
proceeds of crime acquired
through illegal mining activi-
ties. Earlier, ED had arrested
Pankaj Mishra, resident of
Sakrugarh, Sahibganj on July
19, it said. 
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In an important legislation,
Lok Sabha on Wednesday

passed the National Anti-
Doping Bill, 2021, which will
provide a statutory framework
for the functioning of the
National Anti-Doping Agency
(NADA) and the National
Dope Testing Laboratory in the
country.

The passage of the Bill in
the post-lunch session hap-
pened despite the partial derail-
ment of the proceedings of the
house earlier.

“We tied up with the
National Forensic Science
Laboratory. NADA has also
developed a toolkit. India can
become a hub of anti-doping
testing. The data of any athlete
will not go into the public
domain,” said Union Sports
Minister Anurag Thakur while
replying to the debate on the
National Anti-Doping
Bill,2021. The house was
adjourned for the day after

passing the bill. The Minister
said, “National Anti-Doping
Bill will boost India's reputa-
tion. The country will have spe-
cial laws and anti-doping test-
ing facilities. We need to widen
the scope of doping investiga-
tions and increase the testing
capacity of doping.”

“Almost Rs 70-100 crores is
spent in building one testing
laboratory but our govern-
ment will not be left behind in
this. Through this, we will not
be dependent on other coun-
tries and will support our ini-
tiative of 'Aatmanirbhar
Bharat',” said Thakur.

Elaborating on the long-
term benefits of the bill the
sports minister  said, “National
Anti-Doping Bill will boost
India's reputation. The country
will have special laws and anti-
doping testing facilities. We
need to widen the scope of
doping investigations and
increase the testing capacity of
doping”. “Countries like US,
China, Australia, Korea &
Japan had already adopted
Anti Doping Law. Now India
will be among these countries
to have its own anti-doping law
and testing laboratories as
well”, Thakur informed mem-

bers. “Currently, we're testing
6,000 samples in a year, when
we host big sporting events in
our country, we'll have to test
10,000 samples in a month. So
we need to increase the num-
ber of testing laboratories as
well,” he said while detailing the
significance of the bill.

Earlier in the day, the Bill
to provide statutory frame-
work for NADA's functioning
came up for consideration in
the House. The Bill, moved by
Thakur, sought  to strengthen
measures to check drug abuse
by sportspersons. 

The minister said the bill
will give effect to a UN con-
vention on anti-doping. While
moving the Bill for considera-
tion and passage, Thakur
recalled the achievements of
Indian sportspersons in the
recent past and expressed hope
that Indians will win more
medals in international tour-
naments in future.

“The bill is intended to
provide a "statutory frame-
work for the operation of the
National Anti-Doping Agency
(NADA), the National Dope
Testing Laboratory (NDTL)
and other dope testing labora-
tories, and for the creation of

a National Board for Anti-
Doping in Sports to strength-
en anti-doping activities in
sport," he said.

It seeks to give NADA
powers of "investigation, levy-
ing sanctions for anti-doping
rule violations, the discipli-
nary procedures to be adopted
and the powers of inspection,
sample collection and sharing
and free flow of information."
It also provides for the estab-
lishment of the NDTL and
other dope testing laboratories.

Participating in the dis-
cussion, BJP MP Manoj Tiwari
said the bill will prevent unnec-
essary litigation between
sportspersons and NADA,
which currently does not have
legislative backing. 

He also underlined the
need for educating sportsper-
sons about the perils of doping
and using banned perfor-
mance-enhancing drugs.Rahul
Ramesh Shewale of the Shiv
Sena said efforts should be
made to give sportspersons
dope-free supplements. The
bill was introduced in Lok
Sabha in December last year
and had undergone the scruti-
ny of a parliamentary com-
mittee. 
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The stalemate over the ways
to restore normalcy in  Lok

Sabha continued  as Opposition
on Wednesday again forced
adjournments over price rise
and GST rate, demanding a
debate on the issues  and revok-
ing suspension of four of its
members while the govern-
ment said it was ready for dis-
cussion  on price rise right away.

During discussion on mat-
ters of urgent public importance
in the afternoon under Rule 377,
TMC MP Saugata Roy  urged
the Government to immediately
withdraw ̀ Agnipath  ̀scheme in
the interest of the country, cit-
ing the protests by youths and
security concerns expressed by
experts.

The proceedings in the
house resumed in the morning
on  the familiar  pattern that had
followed  the start of the
Monsoon session  with opposi-
tion moving to the well of the
house carrying placards and
shouting slogans on the issues
like  price rise and GST rate and

demanding a debate on them.
The House was first adjourned
soon after it convened at 11 am
and later at 12 noon, following
the laying of parliamentary
papers on the table of the
House. When the House assem-
bled for the day, Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla welcomed a
parliamentary delegation from
Mozambique which was here to
witness proceedings. Birla
appealed to the members to go

back to their seats and cooper-
ate in running the House.  The
opposition  members also
demanded revocation of the
order suspending four MPs.
Congress MPs Manickam
Tagore, Ramya Haridas, T N
Prathapan and S Jothimani
were on Monday suspended for
rest of the session for staging
protests and carrying placards
inside the House. The Speaker
tried to run the House despite

the protests and allowed
Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw and Coal Minister
Pralhad Joshi to reply to sup-
plementaries related to their
respective ministries.

When the protests grew
louder, Birla appealed to the
opposition members to go back
to their seats, saying House rules
and regulations were framed by
the MPs themselves and they
should not violate it.

“Such improper (ashob-
haniya) behaviour is not good.
You should take part in the
debate. This is not good for
democracy as well as individu-
ally for you. Otherwise, I will
have to use the rules framed by
you,” he said. 

The Speaker said people
and the assemblies in country
were watching what was hap-
pening in this House. Joshi, who
is also Parliamentary Affairs
Minister, said Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman has
returned after recovering from
an illness and government was
ready for a debate on price rise
on Wednesday itself.
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Facing severe criticism from
the masses and the

Opposition after Railway
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
asserted in the Parliament
against restoring concessions
on fares for senior citizens and
some other categories, the
PMO has intervened in the
matter following which the
Indian Railways is on course to
restore them but with a severe
tweak.

The restoration of senior
citizen concessions is being
planned only for the general
and sleeper classes as of now.
The age criteria too is being
changed. Only those above 70
years, as against the earlier 58
for women and 60 for men, will
be eligible for the concession-
al fare, sources said. The con-

cessions were discontinued
since the Covid outbreak.The
sources said that fearing a con-
stant attack by the Opposition
on the issue and the huge
uproar on social media against
the Government’s assertion,
the Railway Board, to begin
with, has started to work on the
restoration. 

This change of line comes
a week after Vaishnaw in a writ-
ten reply in Lok Sabha last
week ruled out a restoration cit-
ing that fares in most of the
classes were already very low
and Railways has suffered a
recurring loss due to low fares
and concessions to different
category of passengers.

The tweaked restoration,
the sources indicated, is to
offset the cost of granting these
concessions for Railways while
retaining subsidy for the elder-
ly. "We understand that these

concessions help the elderly
and we never said we were
going to scrap it completely.
We are reviewing it and will
take a decision on it," sources
said. Before being withdrawn
during the coronavirus pan-
demic in 2020, the senior citi-
zen concession was extended to
women aged 58 and above
and men aged 60 and above.
While women were eligible
for 50 per cent concession, men
and transgenders could avail 40
per cent discount in all class-
es. 

Another provision
Railways is considering is to
limit the concessions to non-
AC travel only. "The logic is
that if we limit it to sleeper and
general classes, we cover 70 per
cent of travellers. These are just
some of options we are con-
sidering and nothing has been
finalised," a source said.
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The BJP on Wednesday
alleged involvement of

Rajasthan Government
Ministers and officials in sus-
pected illegal mining in
Bharatpur and demanded a
CBI probe into matter.

A BJP delegation, includ-
ing its general secretary Arun
Singh, MP and former
Mumbai commissioner Satya
Pal Singh and MP and former
Uttar Pradesh DGP Brij Lal,
also presented its enquiry
report to party president J P
Nadda after visiting site of
alleged illegal mining where a
sadhu immolated himself dur-
ing an anti-mining agitation.
The sadhu, Vijay Das, had died
a few days later on July 23 at
a hospital in Delhi.
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The main Opposition
AIADMK staged a protest

here on Wednesday and
slammed the DMK regime
over increase in property taxes
and proposed hike in electric-
ity tariff. 

Edappadi K Palaniswami,
the party's interim general sec-
retary, who led the demon-
stration in the scorching sun
nearly fainted on the dais after
he completed his speech and it
led to anxious moments for a
while.  After party office-bear-
ers took him aside, provided
him water and a brief rest,
Palaniswami resumed his par-
ticipation in the demonstration.

Palaniswami, the Leader of
Opposition, slammed the
DMK regime for price rise
and said that the government
steered by the DMK is the only
one to increase all kinds of
taxes, including property and
water taxes, and it has also pro-
posed to increase electricity tar-
iff.   During the 14-month
DMK rule, people across Tamil
Nadu have been hit hard, he
alleged. The DMK assumed
power in Tamil Nadu in May
2021. The protest is to con-
demn steps to hike taxes that
affect the people. Shaken by the
massive protests held across the
State by the AIADMK, cases
are being filed against party-
men, he alleged. The DMK

regime does not have influence
among people and to divert
attention, cases are filed by
police, he claimed. 

The AIADMK leader tar-
geted the DMK regime for not
'fulfilling' poll promises. He list-
ed ruling party's assurances
including getting NEET

scrapped, Rs 1,000 assistance
for women family heads and a
subsidy of Rs 100 for cooking
gas cylinder and demanded to
know if all the promises have
been fulfilled. The DMK has
deceived all sections of people,
including government employ-
ees, he said.
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The BJP on Wednesday
alleged the involvement of

Rajasthan Government
Ministers and officials in the
suspected illegal mining in
Bharatpur and demanded a
CBI probe into the matter.

A BJP delegation, includ-
ing its general secretary Arun
Singh,  MP and former
Mumbai commissioner Satya
Pal Singh and MP and former
Uttar Pradesh DGP Brij Lal,
also presented its inquiry
report to party president J P
Nadda after visiting the site of
alleged illegal mining where a
sadhu had immolated himself
during an anti-mining agita-
tion.

The sadhu, Vijay Das,
had died a few days later on
July 23 at a hospital in the
national capital, following
which the BJP formed the
committee to look into the
matter.

Nadda said the report
exposes the "dismal state of
affairs in Rajasthan and the

rampant mining mafia raj".
Arun Singh told reporters

that there was a lot of anger
among people against the
Congress government headed
by Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot and that Das' sacrifice
should not go in vain.

As the site of the "illegal"
mining includes some sacred
places for the Hindus, sadhus
and seers had been protesting
against it for over 551 days
but were often mocked by
Rajasthan government min-
isters, he said.

' 'The protesters have
sought a CBI probe into the
matter following the heart-
rending death of Das, and our
party supports it,'' he said.

A local hill considered
holy by pilgrims has been

destroyed by illegal mining
which has also wrought
destruction on the environ-
ment, he said.

The National  Green
Tribunal should also probe
the matter, he said.

The Congress govern-
ment in Rajasthan is insulting
'saints' who have been forced
to launch an agitation in sup-
port of their demands, he
said.

Such a government is cer-
tain to go, Singh claimed.

Nadda tweeted, "Received
the report by the BJP Fact
Finding team, constituted to
enquire about the grave case
of self-immolation by sadhu
Vijay Das and the huge illegal
mining in Rajasthan. The
report exposes the dismal
state of affairs in Rajasthan &
the rampant mining mafia
raj."

Assembly election is due
in the state in the second half
of the next year, and the BJP
has been working to corner
the ruling Congress over a
host of issues  
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TP Nandakumar, a sea-
soned journalist-cum-

whistle-blower in Kerala, has
demanded a Supreme Court
monitored investigation into
the infamous gold smuggling
scam in which M Sivsankar,
the then principal secretary to
Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan and some of his asso-
ciates were arrested.

“The probe into the gold
smuggling scam was sabo-
taged with the connivance of
a union minister of State and
a BJP leader from Kerala. A
Supreme Court monitored
probe alone would bring to
light the truth,” said
Nandakumar.    

Nandakumar was arrested
by the Kerala Police and was
in jail for 37 days on a com-
plaint filed by one of his
employees under charges of
SC/ST Prevention of
Atrocities Act 1989 and sexu-
al assault. The Kerala High

Court which heard his bail
application, said the police
failed to furnish any incrimi-
nating documents other than
the statement by the victim to
substantiate their demand that
the accused should not be
given bail.

The arrests of two other
public personalities by the
Kerala Police and their subse-
quent release on bail too have
come as a setback to the State
Government which is facing
charges of foisting fabricated
cases against political rivals.
The first to be arrested was vet-
eran legislator P C George of the
Kerala Congress under charges
of disrupting communal har-
mony in the State. He was
released on bail within hours of
his arrest. The next to be tar-
geted was KS Sabarinathan,
Congress leader and former
MLA under charges of con-
spiring to murder Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan.

Sabarinathan was arrested
last Tuesday within minutes of
Vijayan himself alleging in the

assembly that the former had
played a crucial role in
“imperilling” his safety while
he was on a flight from
Kannur to
Thiruvananthapuram on June
13. The former MLA was
released on conditional bail on
the same day.

Nandakumar has been an
eyesore to Vijayan since the
latter’s days as minister of
power in the EK Nayanar
headed Government (1996-
2001). It was Nandakumar
who brought out the infamous
SNC Lavlin case which is still
under the consideration of the
Supreme Court.  

Nandakumar had in his
YouTube videos had alleged
that Vijayan, his wife Kamala
and daughter Veena had direct
links with the smuggling of
gold through diplomatic chan-
nel in Thiruvananthapuram
international airport. The case
probed by the National
Investigation Agency and the
Customs Department saw the
arrests of Sivsankar, Swapna

Suresh, the liaison officer of
the Space Park of the Kerala
Government and two of her
associates. The non-coopera-
tion by the Kerala
Government and subversion
activities of Customs officials
belonging to the CPI(M) too
caused the derailment of the
probe, said Nandakumar.

“A union minister and
senior BJP leader hailing from
Kerala are hand in glove with
Pinarayi Vijayan in sabotaging
the gold smuggling investiga-
tion. Though the CPI(M) and
the BJP do not have any
alliance outwardly, leaders of
both the parties in Kerala
help each other and more
details would come out in
days to come,” said
Nandakumar. The journalist
also charged that the chief
minister, union minister, the
Kerala BJP leader and a busi-
ness baron based in UAE are
working together to amass
wealth and weaken the Indian
National Congress in the
State.
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Suheldev Bhartiya Samaj
Party president Om Prakash

Rajbhar, after being shown the
door by the Samajwadi Party
and rebuffed by Bahujan Samaj
Party, wants to return to the
Bharatiya Janata Party fold for
the 2024 Lok Sabha election.

The SBSP had contested
the 2017 polls in alliance with
the BJP but the relations
between the two parties soured
in 2019 and SBSP chief Om
Prakash Rajbhar was dismissed
from the UP cabinet by Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath.

The recent presidential
election seems to have brought
the two former allies closer and
Rajbhar voted for National
Democratic Alliance candi-
date Droupadi Murmu.
According to sources, the BJP
also is keen to further strength-
en its reach among Other
Backward Classes for the Lok
Sabha election.

Accounting for over 40
per cent of the electorate in
Uttar Pradesh, the OBC com-

munity has been a key con-
stituent of the social coalition
for all political parties. While
Rajbhar is now seeking a return
to the BJP fold, he is also eye-
ing a seat in the Vidhan
Parishad for his son, Arvind
Rajbhar, who had lost the
recent assembly election from
Shivpur constituency in
Varanasi.

Rajbhar's supporters claim
that another BJP ally, Sanjay
Nishad, has been given a seat
in the Vidhan Parishad, a min-
isterial position while his elder
son is an MP and younger son
is an MLA. Going by the same
formula, the SBSP also deserves
a better deal, they claim.

By-elections are due for
two seats of UP Legislative
Council. Rajbhar wants his

son to be accommodated in the
Vidhan Parishad before he
announces his loyalty to the
BJP again.

BJP’s OBC Morcha chief
Narendra Kashyap says that the
backward classes know what
the BJP has done for them. "We
have constituted an OBC
Commission and given space
to more than two dozen min-
isters from the OBC back-
ground in the Narendra Modi
cabinet," he said.

Meanwhile, Rajbhar
launched a scathing attack on
Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh
Yadav, saying, “Akhilesh Yadav
has inherited political power
while I am in politics due to
hard work at the grassroots
level among the downtrodden
and the disadvantaged sec-
tions of society.”

“Akhilesh Yadav is doing
politics from a cosy and com-
fortable zone to a social zone
while I live amidst the people.
It was Akhilesh’s style of func-
tioning that forced me to vote
for Droupadi Murmu,” Rajbhar
said.
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With Opposition parties
already demanding a

high-level probe into the large-
scale corruption in transfers in
the Government departments,
a three-member high-level
committee constituted to
investigate transfers and post-
ings in the Public Works
Department (PWD) has found
large-scale irregularities.

Sources said the commit-
tee headed by Agriculture
Production Commissioner
Manoj Kumar Singh has come
to the conclusion that there
was violation of rules in the
transfers.

The committee found that
while engineers working for
more than 10 years on the
same posts were spared, those
posted 22 months back were
shifted to other places. 

The committee has identi-
fied at least 59 engineers who
were shifted in violation of the
rules.

The PWD headed by Jitin
Prasada shot into limelight
last week when the Yogi
Adityanath government
removed officer on special
duty Anil Kumar Pandey who
is said to be a close confidant
of Prasada. Pandey, who was
brought from Delhi, has been
repatriated to the Central gov-
ernment.

In a further crackdown,
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
had also ordered the suspen-
sion of Engineer-in-Chief and
head of department Manoj
Gupta. 

A three-member commit-
tee formed to probe corruption
in the PWD also indicted six
other senior officers of the
department.

The needle of suspicion is
revolving around PWD
Minister Jitin Prasada, who,
sources said, had approved
the transfer list. The inquiry is
reported to have revealed that
his staff had suppressed infor-
mation.

However, Prasada, who
rushed to Delhi last week to
meet the Bharatiya Janata Party
leaders, said in a statement that
there was no question of being
upset over the controversy.

Reposing his faith in the
leadership of Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath, Prasada said
the government was meeting
the expectations of the people.

Apart from the committee
report, a departmental review
has also brought glaring irreg-
ularities in transfers. It is to be
noted that the officers who
were transferred by Manoj
Gupta are groups A and B offi-
cers.  The permission of the
state cabinet minister, as well
as the Chief Minister, is
required for the transfer or
posting of such officers.

Apart from the cancella-
tion of these transfers, the
State Government has also
decided to expedite inquiries
against officers attached to the
PWD headquarters for more
than a year. 
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Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on

Wednesday sought to find a
link between the arrest of
senior State Minister Partha
Chatterjee on graft charges
and the Centre’s attempt to top-
ple her Government and
accused New Delhi of using the
agencies to destroy the reputa-
tion of Opposition parties for
its narrow political agenda.

“There can be lapses while
running big institutions … for
which corrective measures can
be taken but it is another mat-
ter when agencies are used to
destroy the image and reputa-
tion of the opposition parties in
order to pull down their gov-
ernments,” the Chief Minister
said alleging there were “plans
to do a topple the Bengal
Government much the way

they did in Maharashtra.”
Wondering “why

Enforcement Directorate con-
ducted raids at various places
at midnight or early in the
morning and why those raids
were planned just one day
after the massive rally organ-
ised by the Trinamool Congress
in Kolkata,” Mamata said, “they
are trying to do a Maharashtra
in Bengal but we are different
… if they come here they will
have to face the Royal Bengal
Tiger, crocodiles and ele-

phants.”
In an apparent bid to tone

up the sagging morale of her
party men in the wake of the
arrest of Chatterjee and his
close aide Arpita Mukherjee
from whose apartment the ED
recovered Rs 22 crore in cash
Banerjee said “I ask all of you
not to be afraid of the agencies
let them come … but be sure
BJP is not going to continue
after 2024 … they will lose …
they will lose … they will lose
… how I cannot say … on what
arithmetic I cannot say … but
they will go after 2024 … so
don’t be afraid.”

Attacking the media for
acting as “agents” of some
political outfits Mamata said
“even the Chief Justice of India
has said the media is organis-
ing kangaroo courts … I don’t
say to spare the guilty … but I
warn against persecuting the

innocent.”
Saying that the Bengal

Government had achieved big-
ger success than the
Government of India  Banerjee
said while “in nationally unem-
ployment has increased 20 per-
cent in Bengal it has gone
down by 45 percent … during
the pandemic period India
witnessed a negative growth of
7.7 percent where as Bengal
was the only State to witness a
growth of 1.2 percent… this is
all because we have investment
worth Rs 15 lakh crore and we
have increased revenue by four
times.”

Mamata’s statement came
amid reports that she was fly-
ing out to Delhi in the first
week of August. The report was
immediately interpreted by
CPIM) State secretary Md
Salim as “yet another effort by
Mamata to fix the Centre.” 
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While Bengal
Chief Minister

Mamata Banerjee on
Wednesday claimed
that efforts were on to
topple her
Government like it was
done in Maharashtra, Mumbai
star Mithun Chakrabarty who
on Wednesday met BJP MLAs
from Bengal told reporters in
Kolkata that at least 38
Trinamool Congress MLAs were
in touch with the saffron outfit. 

Chakrabarty’s claim
assumes importance in the back-
drop of the ED raids, recovery
of huge amount of cash and
arrest of senior minister Partha
Chatterjee. “There are 38 MLAs
who have a good relationship
with the BJP and out of them 21
are in direct touch with me …
that is a big breaking news I can
give you,” Chakrabarty who had
campaigned for the saffron party
during the last year’s Assembly
elections said.

On whether
these MLAs would
be used to topple the
TMC Government,
Chakrabarty said
“one fine morning
in Mumbai I found
that Shiv Sena and
BJP  Dpen … In the
Mumbai film indus-

try we first release the music,
then we release the trailer and
then we release the film … what-
ever I told you today consider it
as the release of music … more
is likely to follow.”

On the ED raids he said
“those who had done nothing
should not be afraid and should
sleep tight but those who have
stolen money will not be spared
… no one on this earth can …
not even the Prime Minister or
the President can save them.”

Chakrabarty who has been
camping in Kolkata for the past
several days on Wednesday had
an elaborate meeting with the
BJP leaders including the MLAs
who were given some directions
by him.
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The National Institute of
Virology (NIV) in Pune

under ICMR has isolated mon-
keypox virus from the clinical
specimen of a patient which
can pave the way for develop-
ment of diagnostic kits and vac-
cines against the disease, offi-
cials said on Wednesday.

With India isolating the
virus, the Indian Council of
Medical Research also invited
expression of interest (EOI)
from experienced vaccine
manufacturers, pharma com-
panies, research and develop-
ment institutions and in-vitro
diagnostic (IVD) kit manufac-
turers for joint collaboration in
development of vaccine candi-
date against monkeypox and
diagnostic kits for the infection.

The virus isolation
enhances India's capacity to do
research and development in
many other directions, Dr
Pragya Yadav, a senior scientist
at NIV, said. The development
comes amid India reporting

four cases of monkeypox —
three from Kerala and one
from Delhi — so far.

"The National Institute of
Virology has successfully iso-
lated monkeypox virus from
the clinical specimen of a
patient which can help in the
development of diagnostic kits
and also vaccines in future.For
smallpox live attenuated vac-
cine was successful for mass
immunisation in the past.
Similar approaches on new
platforms can be tried for mak-
ing vaccines.

"The virus isolation
enhances India's capacity to do
research and development in
many other directions," Dr
Yadav said. At present, fluid
inside the lesions on the skin
are being used for virus isola-
tion as they have the highest
viral titre.
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Much to the embarrass-
ment of the Uttar Pradesh

Police, the record tables in
Parliament by the Central
Government points that the
State has topped the list of cus-
todial deaths in the country in
the last two years.

As many as 955 custodial
deaths took place in Uttar
Pradesh during 2020-22, the
Lok Sabha was informed on
Tuesday. Uttar Pradesh record-
ed 451 custodial deaths in
2020-21 and the number rose
to 501 in 2021-22, as per the
Government data.

Besides custodial deaths,
Jammu and Kashmir has seen
a nine-fold increase in police
encounters in 2021-22 — the
highest in the country — fol-
lowed by Assam where
encounters rose by over four
times as compared to the pre-
vious year.

Union Minister of State for
Home Nityanand Rai, while
presenting the data in response
to a question raised by Indian

Union Muslim League MP
Abdussamad Samdani,
explained these figures. Rai
informed the House on
Tuesday that there were 82
cases of police encounters in
2020-21 in the country and the
number went up to 151 in
2021-22.

Meanwhile, as per
Government data, while there
were 1,940 custodial deaths in
the country in 2020-21, the
number rose to 2,544 in 2021-
22. West Bengal has seen a sub-
stantial increase in custodial
death cases, from 185 cases in
2020-21 to 257 in 2021-22.

Bihar registered 159 cus-
todial death cases in 2020-21
and the number rose to 237 in
2021-22. Madhya Pradesh
recorded 163 such cases in
2020-21 and the number rose
to 201 the next year. 
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Sir — Congrats to Sandhya Raju whose film
Natyam has won 2 awards at the 68th
National Film Awards (for Best Choreo-
graphy to SandhyaRaju, and Best Make-up
Artist to TV Rambabu). The First Indian
full-time dance movie was
Shantharam'sKalpana. 

On the other hand boxer, Lovelina's
responsible coach SandhyaGurung and the
team are not allowed into the Common
Wealth Games (CWG) village in Birmin-
gham, UK. We request CWG administra-
tors to resolve the issue amicably. Without
a responsible and able team of coaches,
Lovelina's victories and medal colors can get
hampered. 

Madhu PV | Bengaluru
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Sir — Vaccination in animals is very
important as it's for humans. It helps in keep-
ing the immune system strong and helps to
prevent the disease. Though animal vacci-
nation has a cost but most definitely less than
the amount which may cost you should they
fall sick. Vaccination helps to keep animals
strong and provides sustainability to the
farmer. It helps them to be physically
strong since they cannot get affected by any
communicable diseases. Scientists are doing
much research on safe, quality, and effective
vaccines. This is particularly important for
those diseases which are complex and
incurable. Therefore we must prioritize pre-
venting disease or minimizing the clinical
signs of disease in the first instance to pro-
tect the health and welfare of animals.

TithiTrivedi | Ujjain  
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Sir — It is alleged that former President
RamnathGovind acted only as a mouth-
piece of the ruling dispensation and had
only been fulfilling the political agenda of
the BJP by signing on dotted lines without
murmur. The assent given by him without
delay to the scrapping of Article 370 and

the Citizenship Amendment Act brought
in by the BJP government without any
deliberation in the houses of parliament is
a case in point. 

He only remained a passive spectator of
various atrocities committed against the
Dalits and minorities and the lynching of
innocents by the so-called cow vigilantes,
conveniently forgetting the constitutional
duties he was entrusted with towards all cit-
izens irrespective of their caste, communi-
ty, creed or religion, allegedly not to irk the
ruling party.

While he spent the entire five years in
his palace without even once raising his
objection to the controversial acts passed
by the government and the atrocities com-
mitted by the right-wing goons, one expect-
ed that at least in his speech to the nation
on the last day of his stay in the Raiseena
Hills, he will gather strength to raise his
voice as per his conscience, to at least advise
the government to follow the Raj Dharma
in its acts, one was disappointed that he was
talking of many other things except this! He

has miserably missed the bus to be
acclaimed as a president who took care of
the interest of all the people as the first cit-
izen of the country!

Hope the incumbent President Murmu
would prove differently and by the end of
her tenure, earn the name as one who acted
with conscience.

Tharcius S Fernando | Chennai 
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Sir — Holding the grandiloquent event of
the Chess Olympiad for the first time in
India is in itself a momentous pride and tri-
umph for the sports-crazy nation. And no
better city in the country than Chennai will
be relevant to host the world’s biggest chess
tournament, as, after all, Chennai is India’s
chess hub and widely known as the coun-
try’s “Mecca of chess.”

Chess indeed is “the game of kings and
the king of games.”

Ranganathan Sivakumar | Chennai
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below the national average
can be largely attributed to eco-
nomic security among mem-
bers of these communities.
The fifth edition of India's
National Family Health
Survey,2021 pointed out  for
the first time that the Total
Fertility Rate (TFR) had hit
2.0 or below the replacement
rate of 2.1. 

This decline in India's
population is in line with what
is being observed in developed
countries and is expected to
translate into improved living
standards. The fact that the
decline in population is pos-
sible without state coercive
policies has been demonstrat-
ed by India's two most popu-
lous states, i.e. Uttar Pradesh
and Bihar.

Now, the focus has shifted
to whether we can reduce
poverty, provide healthcare
facilities, education etc. The
available data clearly shows
that during the coming
decades, cohorts of 0-14 years
and 15-24 years will continue
to decline while those of 25-64
and 65+ will continue to rise.
This indicates that India will
continue to have a large pop-
ulation of working age people
who will be expected to sup-
port a growing number of
aged. Providing social securi-
ty to this growing 65+ catego-
ry of population would be a big
challenge .  

The welfare schemes of the
government will have to factor
in the rising numbers and the
availability of resources to
ensure that all eligible benefi-
ciaries are covered. Healthcare,
housing and education sectors
would come under great strain.
The need for skilling is a pre-
requisite for 25-64 age groups
because skilling is the only way
to ensure that they are produc-
tive and have better incomes to
take care of the aged. This is
the major policy challengeboth
for the cohort and the future
governments.

Another segment of soci-
ety which needs special atten-
tion is the Girl Child. Effective,
job-oriented education is a way
out. There is a need to have
open discussions keeping the
size of the family small. 

The NFHS reports
revealed that "unmet need for
family planning methods" are
highest among lowest quintile
(11.4%) and lowest among
the highest wealth quintile
(8.6%) implying that the usage
of modern contraceptives
increased with income. 66.3%
of women who are employed
are more likely to use modern
contraception compared with
53.4% of women who are not.
The NFHS (2019-21) indicates
that of all the girls and women
above the age of 6 years,only
16.6% were educated for 12
years or more. 

To make the situation
worse, ASER reports point
out the quality of education
imparted is poor. Female
education is the determining
factor of the status of malnu-
trition amongst the children
below the age of five. More
than 35% of our children
below the age of five are
stunted. They will be trapped
in poverty and would remain
dependent on others
throughout life. 

Again, comparing the
reports of NFHS-5 (2019-21)
and NFHS-4 (2015-16), we
find that 57 per cent of women
in the reproductive age group
of 15-49 are anaemic in 2019-
21 in comparison to 53% in
2015-16.  This unbalanced
growth need to change and
investment in healthcare and
education is the key to pros-
perity,especially of the Girl
Child by providing them more
than 12 years of quality job-
oriented education. The
improvement of human devel-
opment index of our masses
leading to prosperity at all lev-
els will not be possible until
and unless we take the flagged
issues seriously and put in sin-
cere and honest efforts to
solve the problems.

(The writer is a senior
journalist and Chairman,
Panwar Group of Institutions,
Solan, Himachal Pradesh. The
views expressed are personal.)
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As per the World Popu-
lation Prospectus (WPP
,2022) report, India is all
set to surpass China to

become the most populous coun-
try of the world by 2023. India's
population is projected to be
1,429 billion by next year when
China would have 1,426 billion
people. It is estimated that India
will have 1,688 billion people, far
ahead of China's population
which will drop to 1,317 billion
by 2050 whereas the world's pop-
ulation would reach 8 billion on
November 15, 2022. 

Rates of population growth
vary significantly across countries
and regions. By 2050, more than
half of the projected world's pop-
ulation will be concentrated in
just eight countries- India,
Nigeria, Pakistan, Ethiopia, Egypt,
Congo, Philippines and Tanzania. 

Disparate growth rates
among the world's largest coun-
tries will re-order their ranking
by size. The 46 Least Developed
Countries (LDCs) are among
the world's fastest growing.
Many are projected to double in
population between 2022 and
2050, putting additional pres-
sure on resources and posing
challenges to the achievement of
the UN's Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs).

The report warns that the
share of the global population
aged 65 years or above is project-
ed to rise from 10% in 2022 to
16% in 2050. Thus, these coun-
tries should take steps to adopt
effective programmes like
improving the sustainability of
social security and pension sys-
tems and by establishing univer-
sal health care systems. 

Coming back to India, the
findings of a survey indicates that
there were only five states whose
fertility rate was above the
replacement level of 2.1 ( the rate
at which a population exactly
replaces itself from one generation
to the next)- Bihar, Meghalaya,
Uttar Pradesh,Jharkhand and
Manipur. These states are also
backward in terms of per capita
income. This makes it obvious
that the population growth
adversely impacts economic
prosperity. 

The fact that Jains, Sikhs and
Buddhists have fertility rates well
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In her maiden address to the
nation, President Droupadi
Murmu said that it is the

power of Indian democracy
that a daughter born in a remote
tribal area could reach the high-
est Constitutional post of the
country. Yes, it is true that
Droupadi Murmu is the first
member of a tribal community
to hold the nation’s highest
office. Her Excellency richly
deserves congratulations from
every Indian in general and
every Tribal in particular, with
an affectionate hope that she will
do her best to elevate many more
tribals on par with Her, so that
they would reach not only such
highest positions but also excel
at the grassroot, district, state
and central level, in all elected
bodies.

Unfortunately, it took 75
long years, thanks to Congress

and BJP-led governments at the
center, to think of a tribal to
make the first citizen of India.
Nobody knows how many more
years it would take to elect a trib-
al leader as Prime Minister,
said to be the real executive
according to the Indian
Constitution! Nobody also
knows when tribals in large
numbers will be able to get elect-
ed to legislatures and parliament
from a general constituency.  

The untold stories and trib-
al issues in India are umpteen
right from their day-to-day
livelihood to their habitation,
their land, health and medicine,
facility for drinking water, edu-
cation and so on. These were not
properly addressed by the suc-
cessive union governments. Few
states like the newest and 29th
state Telangana came out with
several, role model schemes but

at the national level much more
has to be done. Prominent
among them is the land issue
which requires a concerted effort
and now that a tribal has occu-
pied the highest post, one can
hope and be confident, that she
will use all her good office to
exert influence on her govern-
ment at the center for a better
deal to her community which
suffered a lot in the blame game
of Congress and BJP that were
in power most of the time. 

The Telangana government
gives top priority for the welfare
of tribals by implementing a
number of schemes conceived
by Chief Minister K Chandra-
shekhar Rao for them, from time
to time. They include among
others; micro irrigation, residen-
tial schools and colleges, study
circles, overseas scholarships,
Kalyan Lakshmi, subsidies

under economic support, Aasara
pensions, ST special develop-
ment fund through ST Sub
Plan, making Thandas as Gram
Panchayats, etc. Perhaps these
could be studied by the
Rashtrapathi Bhavan in the near
future and forwarded to the
union government to be repli-
cated all over the country.

This apart, ensuring accel-

erated development of
Scheduled Tribes with empha-
sis on achieving equality, focus-
ing on economic, educational
and human development along
with ensuring the security and
social dignity and promoting
equity among the Scheduled
Tribes has been successfully
attempted by Telangana govern-
ment. This is made possible by
earmarking a portion, in propor-
tion to population of Scheduled
Tribes in the State, of the total
PragathiPaddu (Development
Fund) outlay of the State of
Telangana as the outlay of the
Scheduled Tribes Special
Development Fund of the State.

Of all the issues the tribal in
India continue to face is the land
in the tribal area and its alien-
ation to non-tribal in multiple
ways either for exploitation for
mining or otherwise. Several

governments have come and
gone, important judgments by
apex courts were pronounced in
this regard but the basic prob-
lem persists.       

One of the assets of the trib-
al is the availability of minerals
in their areas. Very large num-
ber of mineral deposits exist in
the tribal tracts in India, of
which much is known but
remain under exploited or unex-
ploited and thereby left unuti-
lized. If these areas are proper-
ly investigated and exploited,
there will be tremendous devel-
opment of mining and mineral-
based industries, resulting in
industrial employment for the
tribal. However, most of the trib-
al habitats are in forest areas and
hence there may be some distur-
bance to terrestrial configura-
tion. But there can be no min-
eral development without this

disturbance.
And hence, vast mineral

potential in tribal areas can be
commercially exploited, per-
haps involving tribal communi-
ties, and a number of down-
stream mineral industries can
also be developed for value
addition and exports. When
this is achieved it would not be
difficult to create any permanent
arrangement to create a "Royalty
Developmental Dividend Fund"
for tribal development and
much needed tribal empower-
ment

Tribal can also be uplifted by
suitably granting a certain per-
centage of shares in mining
business. The tribal can be made
to form small cooperative soci-
eties so that they can be involved
in several fields such as small
business concerns and cooper-
ative stores and for trading.
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(The author is Chief Public
Relations Officer to Chief

Minister, Telangana.)
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�3(	%�*��*4�") Indian parliament enacted the Right
to Free and Compulsory Education
Act on April 1, 2009. More than a
decade has passed after the enact-

ment of the law, but few know that Dr.
Babasaheb Ambedkar, while framing the
Constitution had made provision for free
primary education for all in the country.

However, it’s also a fact that not
every child has been able to access edu-
cation. Even today lakhs of children are
out of school. Majority of the children
of migrant workers and daily wage
earners have been left out of the educa-
tion system. Many landless labourers
leave their abode after the harvest for
work in brick kilns or sugarcane fields
with children in tow.

This exodus results in their children
not having access to education and
proper nutrition. Driven by poverty, child
marriages are also perpetuated and fre-
quently cut girls off from education. The
number of out of school children is in
lakhs but no one is really paying heed.

In this backdrop, ‘Arise Vishwa
Society’ under its Milaf project has start-
ed weekly schools in Pune district
(Maharashtra) for the children of brick
kiln workers. Brick kiln work is haz-
ardous; you have to work in the sticky
mud under the burning Sun. With
their feet trapped in the slush, these
workers have to mix the soil with a pro-
portion of water, knead it to compact it
into a mould.

Children lend a helping hand by fer-
rying these molds for drying and firing.
They are also involved in pulling the cart
for lighting the furnace and laying one
brick on top of the other in the furnace.
When the bricks are ready, children have
to take part in loading them in trucks.
The hands of these children get bruised
because of handling bricks all the while.
At any point you will see coats of dust on
their face and hands. Their clothes are
soiled, faces sunburned and hands rup-
tured. This is the state of the brick kiln
workers and their children.

The workers raise their makeshift
abode at the site using mud, stones, ply,
sackcloth and tin. In the local language,
it’s called Kopi. The height of Kopi is so
low that you have to bend your head to
enter. A gloom is cast over the settlement,
unrelieved by a single ray of hope.

In the midst of this despair some
efforts are on to address the needs of the
children of brick kiln workers who the
Sarvashiksha Abhiyan forgot. Non-for-
mal schools have been started in a few
villages near brick kilns close to Pune-
Saswad Road. When the social workers
first went to meet the parents, their chil-
dren were working with them in the brick
kiln. They assembled the children and
asked them ‘Do you want to study?
Would it be alright if we teach you?’ ‘Yes’,
said children in chorus. Then discussions
with their parents were held. But they
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{The author works with
the NGO, Arise Vishwa
Society. The article was
translated in English by

Alka Gadgil.)

sought permission from the brick
kiln owner. It was essential, as no
activity would be possible without
his go ahead.

To begin with, the NGO con-
ducted a survey to collect infor-
mation about the number of chil-
dren, their age and educational
background. They also found
that on any brick kiln there are 10
to 12 children on an average, with
the majority of them working with
their parents.

Rapid research done by the
social workers before embarking
on the project found that children
have a great passion for learning.
Brick kilns are normally in the
deserted areas.

The parents are not able to
teach children, because they
themselves were deprived of edu-
cation. They are also bogged
down by the workload they have
to endure. Bhimashankar
Gurushantappa, 13 years, from
Karnataka is in the 7th grade, but
he has not been to school for six
months. He was not able to study
on his own because he just didn’t
have the time for it. By the time
the work gets over Gurushantappa
is fully exhausted.

But his handwriting is beau-
tiful. He likes to write and to
express. Kannada is his mother
tongue and he also tries to read
English. There was no one to take
care of him in his village. Hence,
his parents brought him along. He
can’t attend the nearby Marathi
school because he doesn’t know

the language. He understands a bit
of spoken Marathi but not the for-
mal Marathi, which is used in
textbooks. He wants to rejoin the
school after returning to the vil-
lage. But integration of migrant
children into mainstream classes
has not been smooth. They are
also likely to drop out of school
by the next harvest.

Eleven-year-old Rani Basavraj
Shrigani from Kalburgi district
Karnataka has to take care of her
younger siblings during the day.
She doesn’t have the privilege to
attend school. She’s good at stud-
ies and would like to learn
English. “I want to be a cop. For
that I have to practice running,”
she shared. But she didn’t know
that along with running one also
has to crack the entrance exam.

Nine-year-old Akshara Rode
from Deglur in Nanded district in
Maharashtra is in the 3rd stan-
dard. She has spent the last six
months on the brick kiln far
away from her school. She has to
help her parents in pushing the
cart full of bricks and in building
the furnace. She loves to study and
she looks forward to Sunday
school. “I want to be a lawyer, but
I don’t have books and notebooks.
But I enjoy the Sunday class,” she
says gladly.

Thirteen-year-old Kirtan
Ghate who is also from Naded is
very sharp and intelligent.

Although he was deprived of
schooling for the past seven
months, he knows all the multi-

plication tables by heart. His
English is really good for his age.
No matter what word it is, he
spells it correctly. He remembers
everything and his general knowl-
edge is also good. He studies ver-
bally, tries to solve mathematical
sums verbally.

Twelve-year-old Nandini from
Nanded studies in the 6th stan-
dard. She had to accompany her
parents to the brick kiln to take
care of her younger sibling and to
cook. She likes to prepare differ-
ent dishes. She prepared pav-
bhaji for all the children from the
brick kiln. She also tries to assem-
ble children in the evening for fun
and play.

These are some of the repre-
sentative stories. The list can go
on and on. But each case is
unique. The NGO has found 25
children from two brick kilns
who have not been able to attend
school for the last six months.
There are thousands of brick
kilns in Maharashtra alone and
there will be thousands of others
in other states. What will be the
number of children working in
brick kilns nationally? We have
no idea.

Along with education, nutri-
tion is also a grave issue. These
children have been deprived of
their fundamental rights like right
to nutrition, right to education,
right to play among others. This
is not just about one educational
year; this cycle continues year
after year.
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Independent human rights experts
backed by the United Nations called on

Thursday on authorities in Hong Kong to
repeal a national security law that fanned
protests and criticism over China's tight-
ening grip on the freewheeling semi-
autonomous region. The UN-backed
Human Rights Committee added its
voice to independent advocacy groups
that have said the National Security Law
was passed by the National People's
Congress in Beijing without adequately
consulting the people of Hong Kong.

Since its passage in 2020, the law has

reportedly been applied in connection
with the arrests of more than 200 people,
the experts say.

The committee aims to ensure that
signatories of the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights uphold their
commitments to respecting people's

rights and freedoms.
The findings by the committee, part

of a regular review of parties to the
covenant, expose again the complexities
of Beijing's control of Hong Kong for the
last 25 years. The findings were published
Thursday after a string of hearings —
including Hong Kong authorities — ear-
lier this month. The Chinese region of
Macao, Georgia, Ireland, Luxembourg
and Uruguay were also examined.

Hong Kong acceded to the covenant
after Britain, the region's former colonial
ruler, ratified it in 1976. After the han-
dover of Hong Kong to China in 1997,
Chinese authorities told the UN chief that

the covenant would continue to apply to
the region.

“Hong Kong, China should ensure
that the covenant prevails over local leg-
islation and laws applicable in Hong
Kong, including the National Security
Law, and bring these laws and practices
in full conformity with the Covenant,”
the experts wrote. Addressing Hong
Kong — and not China, which has not
ratified the covenant — committee vice
chair Christopher Arif Bulkan told
reporters: “The committee urged Hong
Kong to take action to repeal the
national security law and in the inter-
im refrain from applying it.”
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US officials say they have lit-
tle fear that China would

attack Nancy Pelosi's plane if
she flies to Taiwan. But the US
House speaker would be enter-
ing one of the world's hottest
spots, where a mishap, mis-step
or misunderstanding could
endanger her safety. So the
Pentagon is developing plans
for any contingency.

Officials told The
Associated Press that if Pelosi
goes to Taiwan — still an
uncertainty — the military
would increase its movement of
forces and assets in the Indo-
Pacific region.

They declined to provide
details, but said that fighter jets,
ships, surveillance assets and
other military systems would
likely be used to provide over-
lapping rings of protection for
her flight to Taiwan and any
time on the ground there.

Any foreign travel by a
senior US leader requires addi-
tional security. But officials

said this week that a visit to
Taiwan by Pelosi — she would
be the highest-ranking US
elected official to visit Taiwan
since 1997 — would go beyond
the usual safety precautions for
trips to less risky destinations.

Asked about planned mil-
itary steps to protect Pelosi in
the event of a visit, US Gen.
Mark Milley, chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, said on
Wednesday that discussion of
any specific travel is premature.

But, he added, “if there's a
decision made that Speaker
Pelosi or anyone else is going
to travel and they asked for mil-
itary support, we will do what
is necessary to ensure a safe
conduct of their visit. And I'll
just leave it at that”.

China considers self-ruling
Taiwan its own territory and
has raised the prospect of
annexing it by force. The US
maintains informal relations
and defence ties with Taiwan
even as it recognises Beijing as
the government of China.

The trip is being consid-
ered at a time when China has
escalated what the US and its
allies in the Pacific describe as
risky one-on-one confronta-
tions with other militaries to
assert its sweeping territorial
claims.

The incidents have includ-
ed dangerously close fly-bys
that force other pilots to swerve
to avoid collisions, or harass-
ment or obstruction of air and
ship crews, including with
blinding lasers or water can-
non.
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Witnesses say at least 11
people are dead after a

suicide bomber blew himself
up at the entrance to a gov-
ernment building in southern
Somalia.

District Commissioner
Abdillahi Ali Waafow was
among those killed in
Wednesday's attack, the secre-
tary-general of the Marka town
administration in the Lower
Shabelle region, Mohamed
Osmaan Yariisoow, told The
Associated Press by phone.

“Minutes after we had con-
cluded a meeting we had at the
district headquarters and were
on our way out, we found an
unknown man approached us
and blew himself up,” Yariisoow
said, adding that the commis-
sioner's bodyguards, traditional
elders and women also were
killed.

The Somalia-based
extremist group al-Shabab
claimed responsibility for the

attack.
Marka is about 100 kilo-

meters south of Somalia's cap-
ital, Mogadishu.

Witness Hassan Abdullahi
confirmed to the AP by phone
that 11 people including the
district commissioner had been
killed.

“I heard a huge blast. I ran
toward the explosion scene. I
have seen with my own eyes
several bodies and remains of
human flesh scattered on the
ground,” he said.
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Astrong earthquake set off
landslides and damaged

buildings in the northern
Philippines on Wednesday,
killing at least five people and
injuring dozens. In the capi-
tal, hospital patients were
evacuated and terrified peo-
ple rushed outdoors.

The 7-magnitude quake
was centred in a mountainous
area of Abra province, said
Renato Solidum, the head of
the Philippine Institute of
Volcanology and Seismology,
who described the midmorn-
ing shaking as a major earth-
quake.

“The ground shook like I
was on a swing and the lights
suddenly went out. We rushed
out of the office, and I heard
screams and some of my com-
panions were in tears,” said
Michael Brillantes, a safety
officer of the Abra town of
Lagangilang, near the epi-
centre.

“It was the most powerful
quake I've felt and I thought
the ground would open up,”
Brillantes told The Associated
Press by cellphone.
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People in a southwestern
Japanese city have come

under attack from monkeys
that are trying to snatch babies,
biting and clawing at flesh, and
sneaking into nursery schools.

The attacks — on 58 peo-
ple since July 8 — are getting
so bad Yamaguchi city hall
hired a special unit to hunt the
animals with tranquiliser guns.

The monkeys aren't inter-
ested in food, so traps haven't
worked. They have targeted
mostly children and the elder-
ly.

“They are so smart, and
they tend to sneak up and
attack from behind, often grab-
bing at your legs,” city official
Masato Saito said on
Wednesday.

When confronted by a
monkey, the instructions are:
Do not look them in the eye,
make yourself look as big as
possible, such as by spreading
open your coat, then back
away as quietly as possible
without making sudden moves,

according to Saito.
A woman was assaulted by

a monkey while hanging laun-
dry on her veranda. Another
victim showed bandaged toes.
They were taken aback and
frightened by how big and fat
the monkeys were.

The monkeys terrorising
the community are Japanese
macaque, the kind often pic-
tured peacefully bathing in
hot springs.

One male monkey, mea-
suring 49 centimeters in height
and weighing 7 kilograms, was
caught on Tuesday by the team
with the tranquiliser gun. It was

judged by various evidence to
be one of the attacking mon-
keys and put to death.

But more attacks were
reported after the capture.

No one has been seriously
injured so far. But all have been
advised to get hospital treat-
ment. Ambulances were called
in some cases.

Although Japan is indus-
trialised and urban, a fair por-
tion of land in the archipelago
is mountains and forests. Rare
attacks on people by a bear,
boars or other wildlife have
occurred, but generally not by
monkeys.
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Former President Donald Trump
returned to Washington for the first
time since leaving office Tuesday, vig-

orously repeating his false election claims
that sparked the Jan. 6 insurrection at the
nearby Capitol.

“It was a catastrophe that election. A dis-
grace to our country,” he said, insisting
despite all evidence that he had won in 2020.
“We may just have to do it again,” he said,
repeating as he does in all recent appearances
the ever-clearer hints that he will run again
in 2024.

He recent frequent applause and cheers
from his audience, a meeting organized by
a group of former White House officials and
Cabinet members who have been crafting
an agenda for a possible second Trump term. 

Trump's appearance in the nation's cap-
ital — his first trip back since Jan. 20, 2021,
when President Joe Biden was sworn into
office despite Trump's frantic efforts to
remain in power — comes as allies have

urged him to spend more time talking about
his vision for the future and less relitigating
the 2020 election as he prepares to announce
an expected 2024 White House campaign. 

Trump spoke hours after former Vice
President Mike Pence, a potential 2024 rival,
outlined his own “Freedom Agenda “ in a
speech nearby. While the former president
remains consumed by the election he false-
ly claims was stolen from him a year and a
half ago, Pence again implored conservatives
to stop looking backward and focus on the
future as he mulls his own.

“Some people may choose to focus on
the past, but elections are about the future,”
Pence said in an address to Young America's
Foundation, a student conservative group.
“I believe conservatives must focus on the
future to win back America. We can't afford
to take our eyes off the road in front of us
because what's at stake is the very survival
of our way of life.”

The former White House partners
were making dueling appearances again after
campaigning for rival candidates in Arizona

on Friday. Their separate speeches come
amid news that Pence's former chief of staff,
Marc Short, testified before a federal grand
jury investigating the Jan. 6, 2021, assault on
the U.S. Capitol. 

Short was at the Capitol that day as
Pence fled an angry mob of rioters who
called for his hanging after Trump wrong-
ly insisted Pence had the power to overturn
the election results.

Pence has repeatedly defended his
actions that day, even as his decision to stand
up to his boss turned large swaths of Trump's
loyal base against him. Polls show that
Trump remains, by far, the top choice of
GOP primary voters, with Pence far behind.

That contrast was on display Tuesday
as Trump spoke before an audience of hun-
dreds gathered for the America First Policy
Institute's two-day America First Agenda
Summit. Composed of former Trump
administration officials and allies, the group
is widely seen as an “administration in wait-
ing” that could quickly move to the West
Wing if Trump should run again and win. 

The event had the feel of a Trump White
House reunion — but one without Pence.

Pence, meanwhile, received a friendly
— but not enthusiastic — welcome from the
students, who struggled to break into a
“USA!” chant.

In his remarks, he repeatedly touted the
“Trump-Pence administration.” But the
first question he received during a brief ques-
tion-and-answer session was about his
growing split with Trump, which is partic-
ularly stark given the years he spent as the
former president's most loyal sidekick. 

Pence denied the two “differ on issues,”
but acknowledged, “we may differ on
focus.” “I truly do believe that elections are
about the future and that it's absolutely
essential, at a time when so many Americans
are hurting and so many families are strug-
gling, that we don't give way to the temp-
tation to look back,” he said.
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The leaders of Japan and
Indonesia agreed Wednes-

day to bolster their ties in mar-
itime security and their coop-
eration on climate change, ener-
gy and investment between the
Asian archipelago nations.

Japanese Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida, at a joint news
conference after holding talks
with Indonesian President Joko
Widodo in Tokyo, said Japan
will provide support to “further
reinforce Indonesian maritime
security capability to ensure
peace and safety at sea in the
Indo-Pacific region.”

Kishida also announced
that Tokyo is loaning 43.6 bil-
lion yen ($318 million) to fund
Indonesian infrastructure pro-
jects and disaster prevention.

Widodo's Japan visit fol-
lows his trip to China, where he
met with Chinese President Xi
Jinping and formally invited
him to the Group of 20 summit
in Bali in the fall. The two lead-
ers on Tuesday also discussed
issues ranging from trade to
maritime cooperation.

While Indonesia and China
enjoy generally positive ties,
Jakarta has expressed concern
about Chinese encroachment
on its exclusive economic zone
in the South China Sea, which
China claims virtually in its
entirety.

Widodo' comments in
Tokyo focused on investment,
energy and the G-20 summit.
Widodo welcomed new
Japanese investments and asked

for Japan's support in new
technology involving clean
energy, infrastructure, medi-
cine, agriculture and natural
resources.

“In particular, I invite Japan
to support the acceleration of
Indonesia's net zero emission
target through advocating inno-
vative technologies such as
hydrogen and ammonia tech-
nology,” he said.

Japan is promoting mixing
hydrogen and ammonia at coal-
fired power plants as a way to
lower emissions.

Also, Kishida said Japan is
researching whether it can pro-
vide Japanese patrol vessels for
Indonesia to build its mar-
itime capabilities.

Japan's Ground Self-
Defense Force is participating
for the first time in the Garuda
Shield multilateral training
exercise hosted by Indonesia
next month, Kishida said. The
U.S. Is also joining the exercise.

While Japan promotes a
“free and open” Indo-Pacific
vision of security and trade with
the United States and other
democracies and friendly
nations in the region that share
concern about China's increas-
ing assertiveness, the two lead-
ers did not mention the coun-
try by name.

Widodo said Indonesia, as
the chair of the Association of
the Southeast Asian Nations
next year and Japan as the
chair of the Group of 7 summit,
will continue to cooperate for
the peace and prosperity in the
region and the world. 
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The lives of Afghan women
and girls are being

destroyed by a “suffocating”
crackdown by the Taliban
since they took power nearly
a year ago, Amnesty
International said in a report
released Wednesday.

After they captured the
capital, Kabul, in August 2021
and ousted the international-
ly backed government, the
Taliban presented themselves
as having moderated since
their first time in power, in the
1990s. Initially, Taliban offi-
cials spoke of allowing women
to continue to work and girls
to continue their education.

Instead, they formed an
all-male government stacked
with veterans of their hard-line
rule that has banned girls
from attending school from
seventh grade, imposed all-
covering dress that leaves only
the eyes visible and restricted
women's access to work.

Amnesty said the Taliban
have also decimated protec-
tions for those facing domes-
tic violence, detained women
and girls for minor violations
and contributed to a surge in

child marriages. The report
also documented the torture
and abuse of women arrested
by the Taliban for protesting
against restrictions. 

“Taken together, these
policies form a system of
repression that discriminates
against women and girls in
almost every aspect of their
lives,” the report said. “This
suffocating crackdown against
Afghanistan's female popula-
tion is increasing day by day.”

The group's researchers
visited Afghanistan in March
as part of a nine-month-long
investigation conducted from
September 2021 to June 2022.
They interviewed 90 women
and 11 girls, between 14 and
74 years-old, across
Afghanistan.

Among them were women
detained for protesting who
described torture at the hands
of Taliban guards, including
beatings and threats of death.

One woman told Amnesty
that guards beat her and other
women on the breasts and
between the legs, “so that we
couldn't show the world.” She
said one told her, “I can kill
you right now, and no one
would say anything.” 
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At least 15 people have been killed
and dozens of others injured

during two days of demonstrations in
Congo's east against the United
Nations mission in the country, offi-
cials said Tuesday.

The United Nations confirmed
that one peacekeeper and two inter-
national policemen serving with the
U.N. Peacekeeping force were killed
and another injured at the UN base in
Butembo in North Kivu province in
the east when “violent attackers
snatched weapons from Congolese
police” and fired on the UN person-
nel.

UN deputy spokesman Farhan
Haq said reports of civilian casualties,
including reports of UN peacekeep-
ers killing and injuring civilians,
would be investigated.

He said that on Tuesday “hun-

dreds of assailants again attacked
bases of the UN force, known by its
French acronym MONUSCO, in
Goma as well as other parts of North
Kivu “fuelled by hostile remarks and
threats made by individuals and
groups against the U.N., particularly
on social media.”

“Mobs are throwing stones and
petrol bombs, breaking into bases,
looting and vandalizing, and setting
facilities on fire,” Haq said. “We are
trying to calm things down” includ-
ing by dispatching quick reaction
forces but there is no evidence the vio-
lence has ended.

In addition, Haq said at least four
incidents targeted the residences of
MONUSCO staff, who have now
been relocated to UN camps. And a
mob also tried to enter the compound
of the UN Development Programme
earlier Tuesday but was rebelled by
security guards, he said.

Demonstrators on Monday had
set fires and forced entry into the UN
mission offices in Goma, accusing the
peacekeeping forces of failing to pro-
tect civilians amid rising violence in
Congo's eastern region. They are
calling for the UN forces, present in
Congo for years, to leave.

Congo's police said at least six
people were killed in Goma on
Monday, and eight civilians in
Butembo. Earlier, government
spokesman Patrick Muyaya said at
least five people were killed and
about 50 wounded by Monday.

Protesters blamed shots fired by

the peacekeepers for the deaths.
Congo's mineral-rich east is home

to myriad rebel groups and the
region's security has worsened despite
a year of emergency operations by a
joint force of the armies of Congo and
Uganda. Civilians in the east have also
had to deal with violence from jiha-
di rebels linked to the Islamic State
group.

The government spokesman did-
n't say what caused the deaths but on
Twitter, he described the response by
security forces and peacekeepers as
“warning shots to disperse the demon-
strators and prevent any attack on the
@MONUSCO base and installations.”

“The government has instructed
the security forces to take all measures
to ensure a return to calm and the nor-
mal resumption of activities in Goma,”
he said. He also reiterated that steps
are already being taken for the peace-
keeping forces to be withdrawn.
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Russia targeted Ukraine's southern Black
Sea regions of Odesa and Mykolaiv with
airstrikes Tuesday, hitting private build-

ings and port infrastructure with missiles fired
from long-range bomber aircraft, the
Ukrainian military said.

In the Odesa region, buildings in coastal
villages were hit and caught fire, Ukraine's
Operational Command South said on
Facebook. A Ukrainian air force spokesman
said long-range Russian Tu-22M3 bombers
and Su-30 and Su-35 fighter jets launched the
strikes from the Black Sea. In the Mykolaiv
region, port infrastructure was targeted
despite agreements intended to allow grain
grain shipments to resume from Ukraine's
Black Sea ports.

Hours after the strikes, a Moscow-installed
official in southern Ukraine said the Odesa
and Mykolaiv regions would soon be “liber-
ated” by Russian forces, just like the already
occupied Kherson region further east.

“The Kherson region and the city of
Kherson have been liberated forever,” Russian
state news agency RIA Novosti quoted the
region's Russia-appointed official, Kirill
Stremousov, as saying.

On the diplomatic front, Russia's top
diplomat repeated his insistence that Moscow
was ready to hold talks with Ukraine on end-
ing the war, though he once again claimed that
Kyiv's Western allies oppose a deal.

“We never refused to have talks, because
everybody knows that any hostilities end at
the negotiating table,” Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov said Tuesday during
a trip to Uganda.

He said negotiations have gone no further
since a meeting between the two sides in
Istanbul at the end of March.

While Ukrainian officials have spoken of
a possible counteroffensive in the south, the
British Defense Ministry said Tuesday there
was no indication a Ukrainian warship and a
stockpile of anti-ship missiles were at Odesa's

port, as Moscow claimed when it struck the
site over the weekend. 

The British ministry said Russia sees
Ukraine's use of anti-ship missiles as “a key
threat” limiting its Black Sea Fleet.

“This has significantly undermined the
overall invasion plan, as Russia cannot real-
istically attempt an amphibious assault to seize
Odesa,” the ministry said. “Russia will con-
tinue to prioritize efforts to degrade and
destroy Ukraine's anti-ship capability.”

It added that “Russia's targeting process-
es are highly likely routinely undermined by
dated intelligence, poor planning, and a top-
down approach to operations.”

In other military developments, Russian
shelling over the previous 24 hours killed at
least three civilians and wounded eight more
in Ukraine, the Ukrainian president's office
said Tuesday. In the eastern Donetsk region,
where the fighting has been focused in recent
months, shelling continued along the entire
front line, with Russian forces targeting some
of the region's largest cities, Bakhmut, Avdiivka
and Toretsk, the presidential office said. 

Donetsk regional  governor Pavlo
Kyrylenko accused Russian troops of using
cluster munitions and repeated his call for
civilians to evacuate.

“There is not a single safe place left.
Everything is being shelled," Kyrylenko said
in televised remarks. "But there are still
evacuation routes for the civilian population.”

The Institute for the Study of War, a
Washington-based think tank, reported that
Moscow was using mercenaries from the shad-
owy Wagner Group to capture the Vuhledar
Power Plant on the northern outskirts of the
Bakhmut region village of Novoluhanske. 

But Russian forces have made “limited
gains” there, according to Ukraine's General
Staff. The main regional Russian focus for the
moment is on capturing Bakhmut, which the
Russian military needs to press its eastern
offensive on the Ukrainian strongholds in
Donetsk,  the cit ies of Sloviansk and
Kramatorsk.
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Ukrainian troops have struck
a strategic bridge essential

for Moscow to supply its forces
occupying the country's south,
as Russia pounded several areas
in Ukraine with rocket and
artillery strikes.

The Ukrainian military
struck the Antonivskyi Bridge
across the Dnieper River late on
Tuesday, the deputy head of the
Moscow-appointed administra-
tion for the Kherson region,
Kirill Stremousov, said.

He said the bridge was still
standing but its deck was pierced
with holes, stopping vehicles
from crossing.

The 1.4-kilometre bridge
sustained serious damage in
Ukrainian shelling last week,
when it took multiple hits. It was
closed for trucks but had
remained open for passenger
vehicles until the strike late on
Tuesday.

Ukrainian forces used the
US-supplied HIMARS multiple

rocket launchers to hit the
bridge, Stremousov said.

The bridge is the main
crossing across the Dnieper
River in the Kherson region. The
only other option is a dam at the
hydroelectric plant in Kakhovka,
which also came under
Ukrainian fire last week but has
remained open for traffic.

Knocking the crossings out
would make it hard for the
Russian military to keep sup-
plying its forces in the region

amid repeated Ukrainian
attacks.

Early in the war, Russian
troops quickly overran the
Kherson region just north of the
Crimean Peninsula that Russia
annexed in 2014. They have
faced Ukrainian counterattacks,
but have largely held their
ground.

The Ukrainian attacks on
the bridge in Kherson come as
the bulk of the Russian forces are
stuck in the fighting in Ukraine's

eastern industrial heartland of
Donbas where they have made
slow gains in the face of fero-
cious Ukrainian resistance.

Supplies of US weapons
such as HIMARS have helped
slow the Russian advances.

Russian forces kept up their
artillery barrage in the eastern
Donetsk region, targeting towns
and villages, according to
regional governor Pavlo
Kyrylenko.

In Bakhmut, a key city on

the front line of the Russian
offensive, the shelling damaged
a hotel and caused casualties,
Kyrylenko said. A rescue oper-
ation was under way.

Amid Moscow's push to
take full control of the eastern
Donetsk and Luhansk regions,
Russian have gained marginal
ground northeast of Bakhmut,
according to a Washington DC-
based think tank.

Russian forces, however, are
unlikely to occupy significant
additional territory in Ukraine
“before the early autumn”, the
Institute for the Study of War
said.

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy claimed
that Russian military losses have
climbed to nearly 40,000, adding
that tens of thousands more
were wounded and maimed. His
claim couldn't be independent-
ly verified. The Russian military
last reported its losses in March,
when it said that 1,351 troops
were killed in action and 3,825
were wounded.
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The Philippine government
has scrapped a deal to pur-

chase 16 Russian military trans-
port helicopters due to fears of
possible U.S. Sanctions,
Philippine officials said.

Former Defense Secretary
Delfin Lorenzana said Tuesday
night he cancelled the 12.7-bil-
lion-peso ($227 million) deal to
acquire the Mi-17 helicopters in
a decision last month that was
approved by then-President
Rodrigo Duterte before their
terms in office ended on June
30. “We could face sanctions,”
Lorenzana told The Associated
Press, describing ways
Washington could express its
displeasure if the Philippines
proceeded with the deal due to
America's worsening conflict
with Russia.

American security officials

were aware of Manila's decision
and could offer similar heavy-
lift helicopters for Philippine
military use, he said.

After serving as defense
chief under Duterte, Lorenzana
has been appointed by new
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.
To head a government agency
in charge of transforming for-
mer military bases into business
hubs. Philippine Ambassador to
Washington Jose Manuel
Romualdez told The AP that the
deal was canceled because
Manila could face possible sanc-
tions under a U.S. Federal law
called the Countering America's
Adversaries Through Sanctions
Act if the helicopter deal went
through.

A Philippine military offi-
cial said the helicopter deal
would undergo a “termination
process” after the decision to
cancel it was made since a con-

tract has already been signed. 
The Russians can appeal but

there is little room for the
Philippine government to
reconsider, said the official,
who spoke on condition of
anonymity because of a lack of
authority to publicly discuss the
issue. Under the helicopter pur-
chase agreement, which was
signed in November, the first
batch of the multi-purpose heli-
copters would have been sched-
uled for delivery by Russia's
Sovtechnoexport in about two
years.

Asked in March if Russia's
invasion of Ukraine would affect
the purchase, Lorenzana told
reporters: “We do not see any
likelihood of it being scrapped
as of this moment” and added
that “only time can tell.”
Lorenzana at the time said an
initial payment had been made
by the Philippines in January. It
was not immediately clear what
would happen to the payment
after the Philippines' decision to
back out of the deal.

The Russian-made heli-
copters could have been used for
combat, search and rescue oper-
ations, and medical evacua-
tions in the Southeast Asian
archipelago, which is often
lashed by typhoons and other
natural disasters, Philippine
officials said.
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British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson on Tuesday pre-

sented Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy with the
Sir Winston Churchill Leader-
ship Award, drawing compar-
isons between the two leaders
in times of crises.

Zelenskyy accepted the
award by video link during a
ceremony at Johnson's London
office that was attended by
members of the Churchill fam-
ily, Ukrainian Ambassador
Vadym Prystaiko and
Ukrainians who have received
training from British soldiers.

Johnson recalled how
Zelenskyy confirmed on
February 24 that Russia had
invaded, adding: “In that
moment of supreme crisis, you
faced a test of leadership that
was, in its way, as severe as
Churchill's challenge in 1940.”

Zelenskyy thanked

Johnson and Britain for their
support.

The two men have formed
a close relationship since
Johnson became the first
Western leader to visit Ukraine
after Russia's invasion. Earlier
this month, Zelenskyy said he
was saddened when Johnson
quit as Conservative Party
leader after months of ethics
scandals.

The Ukrainian leader
received a standing ovation in
the British Parliament in
March, when he invoked one of
Churchill 's most famous
speeches and vowed to fight
Russian troops in the air, sea
and on the streets.

The Churchill leadership
award was first presented in
2006. Past recipients include
Prince Charles, former British
Prime Ministers Margaret
Thatcher and John Major, and
former US Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright. 
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Sri Lanka's Supreme Court on
Wednesday barred former prime

minister Mahinda Rajapaksa, ex-
finance minister Basil Rajapaksa and
former Central Bank Governor Ajith
Nivard Cabraal from leaving the cri-
sis-hit country till August 2, extend-
ing an overseas travel ban that was
imposed till July 28.  

The petition against them was
filed by a group including former
Chairman of the Ceylon Chamber of
Commerce Chandra Jayaratne, for-

mer Sri Lanka swimming champion
Julian Bolling, Jehan Kanagaratna and
Transparency International Sri Lanka,
according to news portal Colombo
Gazette.  The petitioners claimed that
the three persons were directly
responsible for the unsustainability of
Sri Lanka's foreign debt, its debt
default and the current economic cri-
sis.  On July 15, Sri Lanka's apex court
had barred the trio from leaving the
country till July 28, the report said.  

That ban has now been extend-
ed till August 2, it added.  

Earlier this month, Basil was

prevented from leaving Sri Lanka fol-
lowing protests from passengers and
officials at the Bandaranaike
International Airport here in
Colombo.  

The former Finance Minister
attempted to leave the airport lounge,
before being spotted by passengers
who began protesting.  

Eventually immigration officers
stepped in and stopped him from
leaving the country, amidst unprece-
dented anti-government protests.  

Mahinda and Basil's brother
Gotabaya Rajapaksa, the former Sri

Lankan President, arrived in
Singapore on July 14 on a private visit
from the Maldives after he fled his
country to escape a popular uprising
against his government's economic
mismanagement.

He first fled to the Maldives on
July 13 and from there he proceeded
to Singapore the next day.

Rajapaksa has been issued a new
visa by Singapore, extending his stay
in the country till August 11.

His visit pass has been extended
by 14 days, The Straits Times news-
paper reported.

����� /	�9�'�2�

The Singapore government
has issued a new visa to for-

mer Sri Lankan president
Gotabaya Rajapaksa, allowing
him to stay in the country for
another 14 days till August 11,
a media report said on
Wednesday. The report on the
extension of Rajapaksa's visit
pass came a day after Sri Lanka's
Cabinet spokesman Bandula
Gunawardena said that the ex-
president was not hiding and is
expected to return to the island
nation from Singapore.

Rajapaksa arrived in
Singapore on July 14 on a pri-
vate visit from the Maldives
after he fled his country to
escape a popular uprising
against his government's eco-
nomic mismanagement. He
first fled to the Maldives on July
13 and from there he proceed-
ed to Singapore the next day.

Rajapaksa has been issued
a new visa, extending his stay

here till August 11. His visit
pass has been extended by 14
days, The Straits Times report-
ed. After Rajapaksa landed in
Singapore, the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs here confirmed
that he had been allowed entry
on a private visit. The ministry
stressed that the ex-president
had not asked for asylum.

Singapore generally does
not grant requests for asylum,
the spokesman had said.

The ex-president was
issued a 14-day visit pass when
he arrived at Changi Airport on
a Saudia flight from the
Maldives on July 14. He initially
stayed at a hotel in the city cen-
tre, but is believed to have

moved to a private residence,
according to the report. He has
not been seen in public in
Singapore.

When asked about
Rajapaksa at a weekly Cabinet
media briefing, Cabinet
Spokesman Gunawardena told
reporters on Tuesday that the
former president was not in
hiding and he is expected to
return from Singapore.

Gunawardena, who is also
the Minister for Transport and
Highways and Mass Media,
said he does not believe the for-
mer president fled the country,
and is in hiding. He, however,
did not offer any other details
of Rajapaksa's possible return.

Sri Lanka's Parliament on
Wednesday elected Ranil
Wickremesinghe, an ally of
Rajapaksa, as the successor to
Rajapaksa, who resigned after
reaching Singapore. It was the
first time in 44 years that Sri
Lanka's Parliament directly
elected a president.

Rajapaksa, 73, fled Sri
Lanka after the July 9 uprising
when people broke into the
President's House after months
of public protests against him
for mishandling the country's
worst economic crisis since
1948. A massive protest on July
13 attempted to break into the
parliamentary complex in con-
tinuation with the July 9 pop-
ular uprising, forcing then
president Rajapaksa to leave the
country to the Maldives and
then to Singapore.

On July 9, anti-govern-
ment protesters occupied the
official residence of Rajapaksa
and the private home of
Wickremesinghe. The mob
also torched the private resi-
dence of Wickremesinghe.

Sri Lanka has seen months
of mass unrest over the worst
economic crisis and many
blame the former government
led by Rajapaksa and his fam-
ily for mishandling the island
nation's economy. 
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Sri Lanka's newly-appoint-
ed Prime Minister Dinesh

Gunawardena on Wednesday
said the government is ready
to listen to the demands of
democratic public protesters,
but denounced acts of ter-
rorism, calling it the “great-
est threat to democracy.”  

Gunawardena, 73, an ally
of the Rajapaksas and a
school friend of the newly-
elected President Ranil
Wickremesinghe, was sworn
in as the Sri Lankan Prime
Minister last week amid an
unprecedented economic
and political crisis.

Addressing Parliament
on Wednesday,
Gunawardena said the Sri
Lankan government is ready
to listen to the democratic
public protests, but they
could not accept acts of ter-
rorism.  
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Benchmark indices bounced back on
Wednesday after a two-day decline, with the

Sensex and Nifty climbing nearly 1 per cent each,
tracking a positive trend in European markets.

Buying in IT and bank stocks also supported
the recovery in equities. 

The 30-share BSE benchmark jumped
547.83 points or 0.99 per cent to settle at
55,816.32. During the day, it climbed 584.6
points or 1 per cent to 55,853.09.

The broader NSE Nifty advanced 157.95
points or 0.96 per cent to 16,641.80.

Sun Pharma was the top gainer in the Sensex
pack, spurting 3.39 per cent, followed by State
Bank of India, Larsen & Toubro, Asian Paints,
TCS, UltraTech Cement, Bajaj Finance and
IndusInd Bank.

Bharti Airtel, Kotak Mahindra Bank, NTPC,
Bajaj Finserv and Reliance Industries were the
laggards, shedding up to 1.32 per cent.

In Asia, markets in Seoul and Tokyo ended
higher, while Shanghai and Hong Kong settled
in the red.

Markets in Europe were trading mostly
higher during mid-session deals. The US mar-
kets had ended lower on Tuesday.

"Nifty broke a two-day losing streak on July
27 ahead of the US Fed meet outcome in the

evening. In the process, Nifty was one of the best
performers in the Asian region," said Deepak
Jasani, Head of Retail Research, HDFC
Securities.

Meanwhile, international oil benchmark
Brent crude climbed 0.53 per cent to USD 105
per barrel.

Foreign institutional investors again
offloaded shares worth Rs 1,548.29 crore on
Tuesday, as per exchange data. 
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The Reserve Bank of India's
rate-setting panel will go

for a 0.35 per cent hike in the
key repo rate at its meeting next
week, an American brokerage
said on Wednesday.

The hike will be accompa-
nied by a change in the policy
stance to "calibrated tighten-
ing", Bofa Securities said in a
report published ahead of the
Monetary Policy Committee
(MPC) resolution which is set
to be announced on August 5.

RBI has hiked the rate by
a cumulative 0.90 per cent in
two tightening moves in May
and June, responding to the

runaway headline inflation
which has consistently overshot
the upper end of the target set
for the central bank for many
months.

Referring to policy actions
since April, when RBI intro-
duced the standing deposit
facility, the brokerage said the
central bank has effectively
hiked rates by 1.30 per cent.

"In our base case, we now
see the RBI MPC hike policy
repo rate by 0.35 per cent, tak-
ing it to 5.25 per cent (higher
than pre-pandemic level), with
stance change to calibrated
tightening from withdrawal of
accommodation," the report
said.

The brokerage expects
MPC to retain its FY23
Consumer Price Inflation
(CPI) and real GDP growth

forecasts, at 6.7 per cent and 7.2
per cent, respectively.

Last week, RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das said that head-

line inflation, which came at
7.04 per cent for April, is
appearing to have peaked.

There is a possibility for
MPC to adopt a more aggres-
sive measure and deliver a
0.50 per cent hike in rates like
it did in June, joining some
developed market and region-
al central banks who have sent
out more decisive signals.

On the other hand, a 0.25
per cent hike in rates can also
not be ruled out, the brokerage
said, explaining that MPC
could acknowledge that infla-
tion has peaked and there are
downside risks to their esti-
mates and there will be mea-
sured hikes from here on. 
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India's auction of the 5G
spectrum, capable of offer-
ing lag-free connectivity

and ultra-high speed internet,
has garnered Rs 1.49 lakh crore
worth of bids so far as the sale
stretched to the third day.

Firms run by tycoons
Mukesh Ambani, Sunil Bharti
Mittal and Gautam Adani as
well as Vodafone Idea had put
in bids worth Rs 1.45 lakh crore
on the opening day on Tuesday
and incremental demand for
airwaves came in five rounds
held on Wednesday.

Telecom Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said the second day
of the auction has ended and it
will continue on Thursday.

"I am happy to see good
competition in auction, good
competition for all bands have
come in," he said. "Bids worth
Rs 1,49,454 crore have been

received so far at the end of 9th
round." Analysts said Ambani's
Reliance Jio may be the most
aggressive of those in the race.
The minister said all bands of
the spectrum are seeing
demand.

Though details of the bids
are not announced as yet,
ICICI Securities said its analy-
sis shows that Jio has likely bid
for the highest spectrum worth
Rs 80,100 crore, and likely
opted for 10MHz spectrum in
the premium 700 MHz band.

Bharti Airtel may have bid
for spectrum worth Rs 45,000
crore, spending 20 per cent
more than expected, possibly in
1800 MHz and 2100 MHz

bands. Vodafone Idea Ltd has
likely bid for Rs 18,400 crore for
spectrum, while Adani Data
Networks should have picked
26 GHz spectrum pan-India, it
said.

"It appears Adani has
bought 26GHz spectrum in 20
circles (except in Delhi and
Kolkata), and its total spectrum
purchase could be 3350MHz
for Rs 900 crore. Our estimate
is provisional as data does not
reflect the entire purchase by
Adani. We believe, it should
have purchased 200 MHz spec-
trum in all circles except
Gujarat, where it would have
bought 400MHz," ICICI
Securities noted.
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Chemicals and Fertilisers Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya on

Wednesday asked the chemicals and
petrochemicals industry to follow the
best global practices to ensure the safe-
ty of persons working in this sector.

Employees working in the chem-
icals industry should get the best infor-
mation and training on the safe use of
chemicals, he said while referring to
incidents like the Bhopal Gas tragedy. 

In this regard, Mandaviya said the
department of chemicals and petro-
chemicals has signed a memorandum
of understanding (MoU) with
International Labour Organisation
(ILO) to ensure the adoption of best
global practices and standards.

The objective of the cards is to
promote the safe use of chemicals in
the workplace. Therefore, the prima-
ry target users are workers and those
responsible for occupational safety and
health.

"Human safety and humanity are
paramount for the nation," Mandaviya
said while addressing a Ficci confer-
ence on "Safe use of Chemicals".

The minister said India readily
accepts any best practice that ensures
the safety and security of life, human-
ity, the environment and the industry. 

"The MoU with ILO will ensure
the safety of personnel in the chemi-
cals and petrochemicals industry. The
industry will follow these practices,
and the government will monitor the
implementation," he added.

The MoU was signed in the pres-
ence of Mandaviya and Minister of

State for Chemicals and Fertilisers
Bhagwanth Khuba.  As per the Ficci
statement, the MoU seeks to adopt the
International Chemical Safety Cards
(ICSCs) for information dissemination
to the chemical industry.

The ICSCs are data sheets intend-
ed to concisely provide essential safe-
ty and health information on chemi-
cals.  Arti Ahuja, Secretary,
Department of Chemicals and
Petrochemicals, emphasised the need
to manage potential hazards. 

"Anchoring a culture of safety is
important," she said. 

Ahuja said there is a need to adopt
a "standardised format which is inter-
nationally acceptable". 

The secretary also said that the
chemical safety cards developed by the
ILO and WHO are globally recog-
nised.  The industry should promi-
nently disseminate the information to
workers, she said, adding that the
department would also organise train-
ing of trainers in association with the

ILO to build a talent pool on safety
standards.  Kelvin A Sergeant, who
spoke on behalf of ILO Director
Dagmar Walter, said, "ILO con-
stituents, government employers, and
workers of 187 member states recog-
nised the importance of occupation-
al safety and health at the International
Labour conference last month".

He added that occupational safe-
ty and health became part of funda-
mental principles and rights at work.

"Nearly 1 billion workers world-
wide, particularly in developing coun-
tries, economies in transition and the
informal economy, are dispropor-
tionately exposed to hazardous sub-
stances, including pollutants, dust,
vapours and fumes. An estimated 1
million workers die each year due to
exposure to hazardous chemicals,"
Sergeant said.

Prabh Das, Chair, Ficci
Petrochemical Committee & MD &
CEO, HPCL- Mittal Energy, said the
industry stands with the government
on the safety and is doing everything
best possible to make sure that the
industry is run safely and all the per-
sons who come to work, go back home
safe and healthy. 

"As far as safety is concerned, we
feel that it is not a cost to the compa-
ny," he said. Susanta Kumar Purohit,
Joint Secretary, Department of
Chemicals and Petrochemicals, said:
"The MoU will help in adopting the
international safety cards and help in
answering the safe use of chemicals at
the workplace, and ensure safety for
workers and people in the chemical
industry". 
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LIC Mutual Fund is targeting to collect
Rs 1,000 crore from its new money mar-

ket fund launched on Wednesday.
The new fund is an open-ended debt

scheme that facilitates investing in money
market instruments, it said in a statement.

Nityanand Prabhu, executive director
and business head of LIC MF, told PTI that
it has set an internal target of garnering at
least Rs 1,000 crore from the scheme dur-
ing the primary subscription period.

The fund, targeted mainly at corporate
investors, is open for two days from
Wednesday for the subscription. It will
reopen on August 3, Rahul Singh, a senior
fund manager -- fixed income & a vice-
president at LIC Mutual Fund, said.

Prabhu said the fund launch comes at
an appropriate time as spreads between
corporate bonds and the repo rate are
retracing towards their mean of 1.07 per
cent, making money market funds a
favourable option to invest.

The fund proposes to invest in money
market securities having up to one-year
maturity, along with an option to invest in
both sovereign and money market instru-
ments to arrive at an optimum asset allo-
cation between the asset classes, Singh said.

LIC MF eyes �1000
crore from new
money market fund
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Campus placements at
Vellore Institute of

Technology (VIT) com-
menced on July 12, 2022
for the 2023 graduating
batch from VIT sharing
slot-1 with five  companies
which included Microsoft,
DE Shaw, Morgan Stanley,
Airbnb, and Media.net.

The  VIT adhered to a
centralised placement
process this year as well,
the students from all the
four campuses of VIT—

Vellore, Chennai,
Amaravati (AP), and
Bhopal (MP) participated
in all the campus recruit-
ment processes. 

The entire process for
all slot-1 companies, main-
ly pre-placement talk,
online test, technical and
HR interviews, all of them
were conducted in a 
hybrid mode (physical /
remote).

Dr G Viswanathan,

C h a n c e l l o r , V I T
announced the results of
Slot 1 campus placements
this week. Microsoft select-
ed 45 students for fulltime
offers, which include Slot –
1 and pre placement
offers. 

The other slot 1 com-
pany offers include DE
Shaw - 2 offers, Morgan
Stanley- 3 offers and
Airbnb – 4 offers and
Media.net – 1 offer.

Motorq, a venture-
backed connected-car data
and analytics software plat-
form company offered Rs.
1.02 crore as CTC annual
salary package to Amit
Agarwal and Sarthak
Bharadwaj, final year
Computer Science
Engineering students of
VIT.

They did their sum-
mer internship at MotorQ
and got the Pre Placement

Offers (PPO).
Followed by Slot 1

placements, companies like
Amazon, Wells Fargo,
Texas Instruments,
Walmart labs, Silicon labs,
Arcesium, Krypto and
Meesho are in the pipeline.
184 students from the 2023
graduating batch received
Pre-Placement offers
(PPO) from companies
d u r i n g
their summer internship.   
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Capital markets regulator Sebi on
Wednesday extended the deadline

by three months to November 1, for
commencing the validation of all KYC
records by KYC Registration Agencies
(KRAs).

This is the second time, when the
Securities and Exchange Board of
India (Sebi) has extended the dead-
line. Initially, such agencies were
required to independently validate the
Know your Client or KYC records of

all clients by July 1, which was extend-
ed till August 1.

Now once again the regulator has
received requests from the KRAs to
extend the timelines.

"Considering the KRAs' request
for extension of the timeline... It has
been decided that the validation of all
KYC records (new and existing) shall
commence from November 1, 2022,"
Sebi said.

Further, it said that KYC records
of all existing clients, who have used
Aadhaar as an Officially Valid

Document (OVD), will be validated
within a period of 180 days from
November 1.

The regulator, in January, notified
new norms to make KRAs responsi-
ble for carrying out independent val-
idation of the KYC records uploaded
onto their system by Registered
Intermediaries (RIs).

Under the notified rules, such
agencies will have to maintain an audit
trail of the upload/modification/down-
load with respect to KYC records of
clients. 
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Tata Motors on
Wednesday reported

a consolidated net loss of
Rs 4,951 crore in the
June quarter as chip
shortage and COVID-19
lockdown in China
impacted Jaguar Land
Rover sales.

The company had
posted a consolidated net
loss of Rs 4,450 crore in
the same quarter last fis-
cal. Consolidated rev-
enue from operations
during the period under
review stood at Rs 71,935
crore as against Rs 66,406
crore in the year-ago
period, the company
added.

The company's
British arm Jaguar Land
Rover (JLR) posted rev-

enue of 4.4 billion pound
in the first quarter, down
7.6 per cent from the
fourth quarter of FY22,
impacted by supply chal-
lenges including semi-
conductor shortages.

It sold 78,825 vehi-
cles in the June quarter,
broadly flat compared
with the fourth quarter of
last fiscal and down 37
per cent compared with
the April-June period of
last fiscal.

JLR's CEO Thierry
Bollore said headwinds

from the global semi-
conductor supply and
COVID lockdowns in
China impacted its busi-
ness performance in the
period under review.

"We have a com-
pletely reinforced organ-
isation set-up to respond
to the semiconductor cri-
sis. This is now starting to
recover production
growth to achieve greater
volumes and will allow us
to take advantage of our
record order book in the
2nd quarter," he added.
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Maruti Suzuki India
(MSI) on Wednesday

reported over two-fold
jump in its consolidated
net profit to Rs 1,036 crore
for the first quarter ended
June 30, mainly due to a
low base in the year-ago
period.

The auto major had
posted a net profit of Rs
475 crore in the COVID-
hit April-June quarter of

the last fiscal. Its net sales
rose to Rs 26,512 crore in
the June quarter compared
to Rs 17,776 crore in the
same period of 2021-22. 

Performance in the
first quarter of the last year
was affected by COVID-
related shutdowns and dis-
ruptions, and hence com-
parison with the first quar-
ter this year is not on a
like-to-like basis, MSI said
in a statement.

It sold 4,67,931 vehi-

cles during the June quar-
ter against 3,53,614 units
in the year-ago period.
Sales in the domestic mar-
ket stood at 3,98,494 units,
while exports were 69,437
units, the highest
ever in any quarter, MSI
said.

In Q1 of last fiscal, the
company had sold
3,08,095 units in the
domestic market and
45,519 units in the export
markets, it added.
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Domestic giant Tata Steel on
Wednesday said it has

inked a pact with a Bengaluru-
based startup for drone-based
mining solutions for effective
mine management.

The primary goal of this
collaboration is to jointly devel-
op and offer sustainable and
end-to-end integrated solu-
tions that will focus on effi-
ciency, safety, and productivi-
ty of open cast mining opera-
tions.

"Tata Steel has signed a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with
Aarav Unmanned Systems
(AUS), a Bangaluru-based
startup, providing end-to-end
drone solutions... For effective
mine management," the com-
pany said in a statement.

Tata Steel will also work
jointly with AUS to provide
exclusive drone-based solu-
tions, including mine analytics
and geo-technical mapping, to
Tata Steel group companies
across mining locations in
India, it said. On the partner-
ship, D B Sundara Ramam of
Tata Steel, said: "Drone survey
enabled digitalisation and other
technology will assist in gath-
ering impactful and actionable
insights.”
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The Gujarat Government on
Wednesday announced a ded-

icated policy to attract new invest-
ment in the semiconductor sector
by offering incentives and subsi-
dies to start operations in 
the State.

Chief Minister Bhupendra
Patel unveiled the 'Gujarat
Semiconductor Policy', will remain

in force till 2027, state Science and
Technology Minister Jitu Vaghani
said in a statement.

Under the policy, the state gov-
ernment will set up 'Dholera
Semicon City' near Ahmedabad
where eligible projects will be
given subsidy for setting up man-
ufacturing units, the release said.

Gujarat has now become the
first state in the country to have a
dedicated policy for the semicon-

ductor and display production
sector, the minister claimed.

"The policy has been designed
in line with the Centre's India
Semiconductor Mission.

We expect that our policy
would generate two lakh new jobs
in the semiconductor sector dur-
ing the next five years in the state,"
Vaghani said.

Under the policy, the state gov-
ernment will set up 'Dholera

Semicon City' in the Dholera
Special Investment Region near
Ahmedabad. 

At the facility, eligible projects
will be given 75 per cent subsidy
on purchase of first 200 acres of
land for setting up manufacturing
units.

The eligible projects will be
provided good quality water at the
rate of Rs 12 per cubic meter for
the first five years, the release said.
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Capital markets regulator Sebi on
Wednesday imposed fines totalling Rs

8 lakh on eight individuals for violation of
insider trading norms in the shares of Titan
Company Ltd. 

The transactions were carried out
between April 2018 and March 2019
when they were designated employees of
Titan Company.

The regulator levied a fine of Rs 1 lakh
each on Raghuraman Rangharajan, Ajay
Singh, R Saravanan, Nagaraja
Ravichandran, Shyamsunder Rambhau
Bedre, Krishan Sharma,
Subramaniankannan and Y S Manjunath,
according to eight separate orders.

The order came after Sebi received a

letter from Titan Company Ltd (TCL),
wherein the company intimated the reg-
ulator about alleged violations of
Prohibition of Insider Trading (PIT) and
company's code of conduct by some of its
designated persons/employees.

Thereafter, the market regulator con-
ducted an investigation in the scrip of TCL
and found non-compliances of PIT rules
by the individuals during the April 2018-
March 2019 period. During their employ-
ment with TCL, they had transacted in the
securities of the company but failed to
make disclosures to the firm as required
under the PIT norms, as per the Securities
and Exchange Board of India (Sebi).

The disclosure was mandatory as the
transactions exceeded the market value of
Rs 10 lakh.
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The Centre has proposed
amendments to the

Warehousing Development
and Regulation Act
(WDRA), 2007 to make reg-
istration of godowns com-
pulsory and to sharply raise
the penalty for various
offences, says a senior Food
Ministry official.

In the amendment bill,
the government has also pro-
posed simplified registration
process, accepting negotiable
receipts only in electronic
form, more powers to regu-
lator Warehousing
Development and Regulatory
Authority (WDRA) to inves-
tigate, take enforcement
action, impose monetary
penalty and adjudication.

That apart, the govern-
ment has proposed doing
away with up to three year
imprisonment for various
offences but suggested sig-
nificant increase in penalty
from the current Rs 1 lakh for
various offences, the official
added.

According to the official,
the Food Ministry has
already sought inter-minis-
terial comments on the pro-
posed changes to the act and
will soon seek cabinet
approval.

Thereafter, the amend-
ment bill is likely to be placed
in the monsoon session of
Parliament.

Since the registration is
optional, the number of
warehouses registered with
WDRA is very low.
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Double Olympic medallist
badminton ace PV Sindhu
was on Wednesday named

flagbearer of the Indian contingent
for the opening ceremony of the
Commonwealth Games to be held
here on Thursday.

Olympic champion Neeraj
Chopra, who was also the defend-
ing champion in the Common-
wealth Games having won the Gold
in Gold Coast four years ago, was
expected to be the flagbearer.

But a groin injury following his
Silver medal at the World
Championships forced him to pull-
out and the Indian Olympic
Association picked Sindhu to be the
flagbearer from a three-member
shortlist.

Tokyo Olympics medallists —
weightlifter Mirabai Chanu and
boxer Lovlina Borgohain are the
other two athletes, who were also
considered before IOA decided to go
for Sindhu.

“It’s with great pleasure that we
announce Sindhu as the flagbearer
for Team India,” acting IOA presi-
dent Anil Khanna said in a release.

Sindhu was also the flagbearer
at the 2018 Commonwealth Games
in Gold Coast.

“The other two athletes, Chanu
and Borgohain, were immensely
deserving too, but we went ahead
with Sindhu because she is a two-
time Olympic medallist. We expect
Sindhu will continue to do well and
perform with excellence at these
Games.”

The 2022 edition of the
Commonwealth Games has the
largest contingent of female athletes
in the history of the Games.

“So the IOA sensed fit that we
spotlight our commitment to gen-
der equity, in adherence to the
spirit of the Olympic Charter, by
shortlisting three women athletes for

the prestigious role of Team India’s
Flagbearer at the 2022 Common-
wealth Games,” Khanna said.

“We hope that watching Ms
Sindhu lead Team India with the
Indian flag in her hand at the
Opening Ceremony will inspire
millions of girls in India to take up
sports.”

The IOA had a four-member
committee to pick the flagbearer
which also included secretary gen-
eral Rajeev Mehta, treasurer
Anandeshwar Panday, and Team
India Chef de Mission Rajesh
Bhandari.

“We extend our congratula-
tions to her and wish her, and the
other athletes of Team India, the
very best for the Commonwealth
Games,” Mehta said.

Team India Chef de Mission at
Birmingham, Bhandari said a max-
imum of 164 participants can take
part from the Indian contingent in
the Parade of Nations in the
Opening Ceremony.

“The count of 164 will include
athletes and team officials. The
final list will be drawn up by this
evening, gauging the availability of
the athletes,” Bhandari said.

A total of 215 athletes from
India will be competing at the
Commonwealth Games.

A former world champion,
Sindhu is one of the favourites to
win the women’s singles Gold medal
in Birmingham, having won the
Silver and Bronze in the last two edi-
tions at Gold Coast and Glasgow. 
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Olympic champion Neeraj

Chopra has expressed his disap-
pointment at losing out the oppor-
tunity of leading the country as flag
bearer at the opening ceremony of
Birmingham Commonwealth
Games on Thursday after he sus-
tained a “minor” groin strain dur-
ing his historic Silver medal-win-

ning campaign at the recent World
Championships.

The 24-year-old superstar was
all set to defend his title in
Birmingham, but pulled out of 
the multi-sport event after his 
medical team advised a month’s 
rest after MRI scan revealed a
minor injury.

“... I am hurt about not being
able to defend my title and missing
out on another opportunity to
represent the nation. I am especial-
ly disappointed about losing out on
the opportunity to be Team India’s

flag bearer at the opening ceremo-
ny, an honour I was looking for-
ward to having in a few day’s
time,” Chopra wrote on his social
media handles.

“For now, I will focus on my
rehabilitation and hope to be back
in action very soon. I would like to
thank the entire country for all the
love and support I’ve received over
the past few days, and urge you all
to join me in cheering on my fel-
low Team India athletes in
Birmingham over the coming
weeks. Jai Hind.”
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Indian women’s boxing team
head coach Bhaskar Bhatt has

moved out of his room at the
Commonwealth Games Village
here to accommodate Olympic
Bronze medallist Lovlina
Borgohain’s personal coach
Sandhya Gurung.

Bhatt has checked into a des-
ignated Games hotel nearby.

“I have moved to a hotel
which is a 10-minute walk from
the Village,” Bhatt said.

It was a voluntary move by the
national team head coach, who
ensured that team’s only Olympic
medallist pugilist is in good men-
tal frame with her coach around
with her.

“I volunteered to do it (give up
his room) as it’s all ‘ghar ka mamla’
(internal matter) and it's best to
sort out such things amongst our-
selves,” the soft-spoken Bhatt
added.

Bhatt, who took over the
senior women's head coach's job

last year, still has access to all the
venues and the Games Village. The
only change being that he won’t be
able to stay inside the Village at
night.

“I have all the required access,
so it’s not a problem for me,” Bhatt
said.

Under Bhatt, the Indian
women’s team returned with three
medals, including a Gold, at the
World Championship in May.

On Monday, Tokyo Olympic
Bronze medallist Lovlina had
claimed that her preparation was
getting affected due to the “contin-
uous harassment” of her coaches.

Gurung was added to the
Indian contingent just days before
the Games were to begin, which
resulted in a delay in her accredi-
tation.

On her arrival here on Sunday,
she was not allowed to enter the
Village as she did not have an
accreditation, triggering a twitter
tirade from her ward. She was
checked in to hotel where the extra
officials were staying.
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Touching a new high, India's three
equestrians, including ace rider

Fouaad Mirza, have qualified for the
Dressage and Eventing World
Championships to be held in August
and September.

Anush Agarwalla and Shruti Vora
will compete in the FEI Dressage
World Championships, which is set to
be held at Herning, Denmark from
August 5 to 11.

Both are preparing for the cham-
pionships in Germany.

Mirza will compete in FEI World

Championship Eventing, which is
scheduled to be held at Pratoni, Italy
from September 10 to 12.

India's Eventing team had won a
Silver medal at the 2018 Asian Games
in Jakarta.
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Amaiden Gold at the
Commonwealth Games in

Birmingham is the ultimate
goal but Indian men's hockey
team captain Manpreet Singh
said the players will take one
game at a time and their imme-
diate focus will be on the group
stage matches.

Six-time champions
Australia are the hot favourites
in Birmingham and the Indians
will have to beat them at some
stage if they are to clinch gold.
But, Manpreet said his players
are not breaking sweat as yet
thinking over their possible
clash with the Kookaburras.

"Right now, we are focusing
on the group stage matches and
not thinking about Australia at
all. Every one is of the opinion
that we give our best in these
matches and then think about
what Australia has to offer
when we face them," Manpreet
said at a virtual press conference
ahead of the Games.

The Indian team begins it
campaign with a group match
against Ghana on Sunday.

Australia have won every
one of the six Commonwealth
Games hockey tournaments to
date.

"As a team, we have set a
goal that we have to win a
medal in Birmingham and we
can feel the weight of expecta-
tions as well. However, in order
to reach that stage, we have to
give our absolute best in each
game and not take any opposi-
tion lightly," he added.

The 30-year-old, who will
be making his 300th appear-
ance for India when he turns
out against Ghana, termed his
playing career as a roller-coast-
er ride, full of ups and downs.

"The journey has been
absolutely special. It has also
been a sheer honour to play for
India for so long. The game has
taught me so many things
about life.

Head coach Graham Reid,
who has been at the helm of
affairs since 2019, said he's
fully aware of what the players
are capable of achieving in
Birmingham.

"We have great expectations
from each other in
Birmingham. Yes, there will be
huge expectations from the
Indian fans as well, wanting us
to win a medal. But these are
external pressure and we can-
not do much about it. We can
only control what is within our
grasp," Reid said. 
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Former India head coach Stephen Constantine
will be in charge of the Kolkata giants East

Bengal during the upcoming edition of Indian
Super League, the club said on Wednesday.

The 59-year-old Constantine's appointment
marks his return to the country after coaching the
national team on two separate occasions.

Constantine's biggest achievement was to take
India from 173rd to 97th position in the
FIFA rankings during his second
stint.

"Emami Group and East
Bengal club are delighted to
announce that the former
national team head coach,
Stephen Constantine has been
appointed as our head coach
for the 2022-23 football sea-

son," a media statement said.
Constantine, who is of Anglo-Cypriot

descent, had coached the national team at the
2002 Busan Asian after he was appointed as the
head coach for the first time the same year, and
at the 2004 Pre-World Cup.

It was under Constantine that India had won
the 2002 LG Cup in Vietman, which is one of the
most memorable wins in the new millennium.

He was again appointed as the coach of the
national team in January 2015 and it was

under him that India won the 2016
SAFF Cup. He guided the team to
2019 AFC Asian Cup where
India were ousted in the group
stage after a winning start.

East Bengal had a forget-
table 2021-22 ISL season when
the team finished ninth among
11 teams. 
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In a career spanning over a decade,
Kidambi Srikanth has seen it all.

The highs of four Superseries titles
in a calendar year, the ecstasy of a
Commonwealth Games Silver at Gold
Coast, a brief world number one rank-
ing stint, the lows of 23 first-round exits,
and the pain of missing out of the Tokyo
Olympics — all within a little over four
years of his career.

Now a much "matured and expe-
rienced" Srikanth says he is just trying
to create a "better version" of himself
every time he takes the court.

"I am more experienced and
mature now. I always wanted to be the
best version of myself. I was in the best
possible shape in 2018 CWG and I am
very confident as I play the
Birmingham CWG," Srikanth said.

"I consider CWG on par with Asian
Games or World Championships. This
is one event that happens in four years
and the medal reflects towards the
nation. I have been playing well in the
last year and for me, it is about constant-
ly trying to learn from my mistakes and
play better.

"I don't compare myself to 2018. If
I have to do something in Birmingham,
I will have to create my best version on
that day."

Srikanth's stocks went down after
the 2018 CWG as he was left to deal
with a nagging knee injury. Soon, the
losses piled up and they dented his con-
fidence, which was his hallmark in
2017, leaving him with doubts about his
game. His ranking also plummeted but
things started looking up after he
addressed his fitness issues during the
COVID-19 break. He showed better
results in the few events that he could
play during the COVID-affected 2020
but with several tournament being can-
celled, he failed to qualify for the Tokyo
Olympics.

Once the international calendar
resumed, Srikanth slowly found his
bearings and by the end of last year
became the first Indian to reach the
finals of a world championship as he
clinched a coveted Silver at Huelva,
Spain. He also won all his matches in
Bangkok to lead India to an epic
Thomas Cup triumph in May and he
is now eyeing to repeat the good show
in Birmingham.

"I am feeling good now. I had
pulled my abdominal muscle in
Thailand, it was a mild thing, I didn't
want to take any risk so pulled out. I was
okay in Indonesia but was feeling pain
in my Achilles, so I didn't play the last
few events."

In 2018 CWG, Srikanth defeated
the legendary Lee Chong Wei to guide
India to its maiden mixed team Gold,
beating Malaysia in the final.

"I like playing team events, the
whole atmosphere, with the team back-
ing you. It brings out a little more than
normal, I guess. I am very happy that
I could contribute to the team.

"In 2018, it was a very young team,
I was 25 years old and we all just want-
ed to enjoy and do well as a team and
it worked. Winning first team Gold was
a special feeling. Now I'm coming after
the Thomas Cup win but everything
will be a little different in CWG. The
whole structure is different but we will
be confident.

"It is about playing well on that
given day. It is tougher in such events.
It is about that one and a half week, we
have to do everything possible in that
time frame and it will not be easy." 
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The 2022 edition of the
Commonwealth Games will

take place in England's second-
most populated city, Birmingham.
In the 22nd edition of the multi-
sporting event, India will make its
18th appearance and as many as
215 Indian athletes will take part,
of which 111 are men and 104 are
women. India will field athletes in
19 different sports this time
around and will hope to better the
last edition's medal tally.

In the 2018 games, India won
a total of 66 medals-26 Gold, 20
Silver, and 20 Bronze. 16 of those
medals came in shooting, which
won't be a part of the games this
time around. The absence of

shooting is already a big jolt and,
above that, a few Indian players
who ended with a yellow metal
will also not be seen for various
reasons. Here's a look at five
prominent Indian athletes who'll
miss action in Birmingham.
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Neeraj Chopra,  a Tokyo

Olympics Gold medalist and ace
javelin thrower, will be unable to
defend his CWG title. The 24-
year-old has pulled out of the
mega event due to a groin strain
he developed during his recent
historic second-place finish in
the Athletics World
Championships in Eugene. The
first Indian track and field athlete
to win a medal in the Olympics,

that too Gold, was supposed to be
India's biggest medal hope, but
now he'll be cheering for his fel-
low Indian teammates from out-
side. He was set to be India's flag-
bearer as well in the opening cer-
emony.
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The most decorated woman in

amateur boxing history is anoth-
er high-profile name that is miss-
ing from this year 's
Commonwealth Games. The 39-
year-old from Manipur, who has
a record number of eight medals
in World Championships, which
includes six Golds, besides a his-
toric Bronze medal in the 2012
London Olympics, is the defend-
ing champion in the light flyweight

(48kg) category, but this time she
won't defend her title. Her bid to
compete in Birmingham ended in
heartbreak when she was forced to
withdraw midway from the selec-
tion trials due to a knee injury.
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Saina Nehwal, a two-time

Commonwealth Games Gold
medallist and former world num-
ber one shuttler, will not feature in
the Birmingham games as she has
not been able to qualify for the
squad. She skipped the national
selection trials that took place ear-
lier this year. Nehwal is one of
India's most decorated badminton
players of all time. Besides her suc-
cess in the CWG, she is also
India's first badminton player to

win an Olympic medal. The 32-
year-old won the Bronze medal in
the 2012 London Games.
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At her maiden

Commonwealth Games in Gold
Coast, 16-year-old Manu made
headlines for her record-breaking
Gold medal win in the 10m air pis-
tol event. In that same year, she
went on to win the yellow metal
in the Youth Olympics as well. She
continued her ace form to win 15
Gold medals at various top-level
events like the World Cup, ISSF
Junior World Championships, etc.
But she won't  feature in
Birmingham as shooting has been
excluded from the 2022 games. In
the previous edition, Indian shoot-

ers won 16 medals, and the exclu-
sion of the sport will surely ham-
per India's standings.
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Rani is one of the most pop-

ular women's hockey players of
current times. But the Indian cap-
tain will not be seen in action in
the English city this time because
she is recovering from an injury
and is yet to regain full fitness.
Under Rani's leadership, India
managed to secure a historic
fourth-place finish in the Tokyo
Olympics last year. Rani also
missed the Women's World Cup,
which took place earlier this
month. Her absence will be a big
miss for Team India as she is one
of the best players in the world.
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Sri Lankan century-maker
Dhananjaya de Si lva

warned on Wednesday that
they needed early Pakistan
wickets on the final day of the
second Test with bad weath-
er looming.

Tourists Pakistan, who
are chasing a record 508 for
victory in Galle or need to bat
out three sessions for a draw,
were 89-1 when bad light
stopped play on day four.

Left-handed opener
Imam-ul-Haq was on 46 and
skipper Babar Azam on 26.

The arrival of rain con-
firmed a second consecutive
early finish, keeping alive
Pakistan's hopes of a draw —
and with it victory in the two-
match series, which they lead
1-0.

De Silva, who hit 109, said
the hosts were wary that bad
light could mean another
shortened final session on

Thursday.
"We need to get wickets

early tomorrow," he said. "The
key is to bowl at one point
consistently."

The tourists will need to
make an unprecedented chase
— with another 419 runs
needed to win — if they are to
make it 2-0.

Sri Lanka, who declared
their second innings on 360-
8 in the second session after
resuming on 176-5, need nine
wickets on the final day to end
the series level.

Earlier, De Silva made a
dominant century before
being run out at the non-strik-
er's end and Sri Lanka skipper
Dimuth Karunaratne called
his batsmen back to the pavil-
ion.

De Silva put on a key
stand of 126 with overnight
partner Karunaratne, a left-
handed batsman who battled
spasms of back pain during
his knock of 61.
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Paddy Upton's vast reservoir of
knowledge will be an immense-
ly useful "resource" at a time

when mental health of cricketers is
becoming paramount in a choc-a-bloc
international cricket calender, feels
India head coach Rahul Dravid.

Upton, who had four fruitful
years from 2008 to 2011 under Gary
Kirsten is back at Dravid's insistence
and will now help the elite Indian
players cope up with pressure cook-
er scenario going into T20 World Cup
in Australia.

"With so much cricket being
played mental health side of cricket is
very important and having a resource
like him (Upton) will really be help-
ful to the group," Dravid told BCCI.Tv.

Dravid also feels that Upton's
familiarity with Indian cricket set-up
will prove to be helpful.

"Travelling as players in interna-
tional cricket, we do understand the
mental side of the game and we are
lucky to get someone like Paddy on
board because he has that experience
of being with Indian team during 2011
World Cup and even a little before
that.

"Most importantly he (Upton) is
familiar with most Indian players hav-
ing worked with them at IPL level or
in Indian team.

"He is familiar with our culture
and how the Indian team functions.
(It) seemed like a really good fit for
us, to tap into his knowledge as we
look to build the team for the World
Cup," added Dravid.
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Upton, who has had his own

unique people skills to deal with indi-
vidual players wants to be seen as a
facilitator of optimum performance
level from players in top-flight com-
petition.

"Everybody has a natural motiva-
tional flow and part of my role is to
help individuals find that natural
motivation flow and for that we need
to set up an environment that allows
people to be themselves and to flour-
ish," Upton said.

To prove his point, he gave an
analogy of how a gardener needs to
create a fertile land to grow beautiful
flowers.

"If I give a simple analogy is to
grow beautiful flowers, the gardener

needs to create a fertile land. As coach-
es, our role is to create a fertile envi-
ronment which helps our players to
naturally grow and reach their fullest
potential on and off the field," added
Upton.

According to Upton, if the team is
in great  mental space, performances
will naturally flow in.

"If team is in great space perfor-
mances are naturally going to flow.
What we need to do is remove obsta-
cles in those performances, individu-
ally and from team perspectives,"
added Upton.

"Mental side of the game hasn't
changed a lot but what has changed is
Covid experience and lot of players
have been on road lot of the times, so
there is an extra element of trying to
get each individual player as well as
team as a whole in best space possible.
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Upton first met Dravid in 1996
when Strength and Codnitioning

coaches weren't in vogue and on his
first tour of South Africa, he wanted to
pick the former's brain.

"He (Dravid) has always been
someone with such a hunger to learn,
not just around game of cricket because
he is a professor when it comes to game
of cricket but about life and everything
beyond cricket.

"We have been in conversation
about life, cricket, spirituality since
1996. We picked up again when we
joined the Indian team in 2008 with
Gary Kirsten.

"So I have been in these conver-
sations for a long time and super excit-
ing to have those conversations every
day and hopefully it goes towards set-
ting up this Indian team for an unbe-
lievable T20 World Cup," Upton
signed off. 
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Ousmane Dembele and Moise
Kean scored two goals apiece

as Barcelona and Juventus fought
to an entertaining 2-2 draw in
their US pre-season friendly in
Dallas on Tuesday.

French winger Dembele fired
Barcelona ahead after 34 minutes
at the Cotton Bowl, wriggling past
Juventus players Juan Cuadrado
and Sandro before beating Juve
goalkeeper Wojciech Szczesny to
make it 1-0.

But Juventus hit back five
minutes later with Colombian
wing-back Cuadrado making
amends with a pinpoint low cross
that found Kean who tapped in
past Barcelona goalkeeper Marc-
Andre ter Stegen.

Barcelona were soon back in
front again, however, and once
again the goal came as Dembele
punished poor defending.

Cuadrado was again at fault,
with Dembele skipping past the
South American's covering tack-

le and then cutting past Manuel
Locatelli to shoot past Szczesny
for a 2-1 lead.

Barcelona coach Xavi
Hernandez made a flurry of
changes at half-time, with
Dembele making way for new
Brazilian signing Raphina.

The former Leeds striker

made an instant impact, blasting
a long-range shot that Szczesny
parried over the bar.

Despite Barcelona's bright
start to the half, it was Juventus
who scored next with Kean tuck-
ing away a rebound after deft
approach play by Denis Zakaria
and Locatelli on 52 minutes.
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London: West Ham announced
the signing of Italy striker
Gianluca Scamacca on Tuesday
from Sassuolo on a five-year
deal.

The 23-year-old will report-
edly cost the Hammers an initial
£30.5 million ($37 million) with
a further £5 million in add-ons.

Scamacca had been linked
with Juventus and Paris Saint-
Germain after scoring 16 goals in
36 matches in Serie A last season.

"I am really excited to join
West Ham," said Scamacca.

"I've waited a long time for
this moment - it's been a dream
to play in the Premier League.
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Former Barcelona and Liverpool star Luis Suarez
announced on Tuesday he has reached "a prelim-

inary agreement" to return to his first club Nacional
for three months ahead of the World Cup in Qatar.

Striker Suarez, 35, left Atletico Madrid at the end
of last season and is looking for a new club.

He is Uruguay's all-time top goalscorer and set
to compete at his fourth World Cup.

"First of all I would like to say thank you for the
great affection shown to me and my family these last
few days," said Suarez in a video published on his
social media accounts.

He said this had made it impossible "to reject the
possibility of returning to play for
Nacional and we have a prelim-
inary agreement with the club."

Suarez began his career at
Nacional, making his debut
aged 18 in May 2005.

He is due to sign a three-
month deal with Nacional to
play in the Uruguayan
Clausura competition
while preparing for the
World Cup in Qatar
from February 21
to December 18.

"Details will
be finalized in the
next hours and
we hope to reach
the agreement we
all desire and that
we can all make
the most of this
new stage and
see each other in
the coming
days,"  added
Suarez.
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England will have the chance to win a first
ever major women's tournament in front

of a sold-out Wembley this weekend after beat-
ing Sweden 4-0 in Sheffield on Tuesday to reach
the Euro 2022 final.

Substitute Alessia Russo's stunning back-
heel through the legs of Sweden goalkeeper
Hedvig Lindahl set the seal on a special night
for the Lionesses with Beth Mead, Lucy
Bronze and Fran Kirby also on the scoresheet
to set up a clash against Germany or France
on Sunday.

After semi-final heartache in the last
three major tournaments, it was fourth time
lucky for the Lionesess to the delight of the
home crowd of 29,000 at Bramall Lane.

Mead settled the hosts' nerves after a bright
start by Sweden when the Arsenal forward
smashed home her sixth goal of the tourna-
ment.

Bronze's header early in the second half
then opened the floodgates, but it was Russo's
finish will live long in the memory.

The Manchester United striker has made
a positive impact off the bench throughout the
tournament and may finally get the chance to
start ahead of England's all-time record
goalscorer Ellen White in the final.

Russo's first effort was parried by Lindahl,
but she embarrassed the Swedish stopper by
using her heel to thread the rebound through
the Atletico Madrid goalkeeper's legs.

Lindahl's nightmare evening was round-
ed off 14 minutes from time when she got a
hand to Kirby's chip but failed to keep it out.

A record crowd for a women's Euro of
87,000 is expected at Wembley for the final,
hoping England will end a 56-year wait for a
major title in either the men's or women's game.

Sweden had not lost in open play in 34
matches stretching back to the World Cup
semi-finals in 2019.
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Bayern Munich chief executive
Oliver Kahn said on Wednesday

that making a move for Cristiano
Ronaldo in the transfer market would
not fit the club's "philosophy".

"We discussed this topic — oth-
erwise we wouldn't be doing our job
properly," Kahn told  Bild.

"Personally, I think Cristiano
Ronaldo is one of the greatest-ever
footballers.

"But we came to the conclusion
that, despite the esteem that we hold
him in, he wouldn't have fitted our
philosophy at the moment."

The 37-year-old Ronaldo only
has one year left on his contract with
United, but is reportedly desperate to
play in the Champions League.

Bayern saw Robert Lewandowski
leave for Barcelona earlier this month
and Tottenham coach Antonio Conte
has complained that the Bavarians

have been trying to entice England
captain Harry Kane to move to the
Bundesliga champions.

"Harry Kane is an excellent strik-
er who is under contract with
Tottenham," said former Bayern goal-
keeper Kahn.

Bayern face RB Leipzig in the
German Super Cup on Saturday
before opening their Bundesliga title
defence at Eintracht Frankfurt on
August 5.

‘Resource like Upton will be helpful’
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Senior India batter Shikhar
Dhawan on Wednesday moved

up a place to joint 13th spot in the
latest ICC ODI rankings on the
back of his match-winning knock
against the West Indies in the first
match of the ongoing limited-over
series.

Dhawan, a left-handed batter,
made 97 in the first ODI against
West Indies last Friday at the Port
of Spain. India won the game by
three runs.

Another India batter Shreyas
Iyer, who struck back-to-back half
centuries in the first two ODIs
against the West Indies, moved up
20 places to the joint 54th among
batters.

Iyer had struck 54 and 63 in the
first and the second ODI against
West Indies.

Virat Kohli and Rohit Sharma,
who both have been rested for the
series against West Indies, have
dropped a place each to fifth and

sixth spot respectively.
Meanwhile, in the ICC Test

rankings, Pakistan captain Babar
Azam's scores of 119 and 55 against
Sri Lanka saw him overtake
Australia's Steve Smith to reach a
career high third ranking with a
career best rating of 874 points.
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Neymar is due to face trial in
October over alleged irregu-

larities in his transfer to Barcelona,
judicial sources said on
Wednesday.

The Brazilian international,
his parents and former Barcelona
presidents Sandro Rosell and Josep
Maria Bartomeu will be tried for
alleged corruption related to the
forward's move from Santos to
Barcelona in 2013.

Rosell and Bartomeu will also
face fraud charges in the trial
which is scheduled to take place
from October 17 to 31.

Neymar left Barcelona for
Paris Saint-Germain in 2017 for a

world-record 222 million euros,
but it is his move from boyhood
club Santos to Barca which has
caused controversy.

The case stems from a com-
plaint by Brazilian group DIS, the
former owner of a percentage of
the player's rights.

Barcelona officially said the
transfer cost 57.1 million euros
($63.6 million), with 40 million
euros going to Neymar's family and
17.1 million to Santos, but Spanish
prosecutors later said it actually
cost at least 83.3 million euros.

DIS, which received 6.8 mil-
lion of the 17.1 million euros paid
to Santos, have alleged that Barca
and Neymar joined forces to hide
the real amount of the transfer.
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Karim Benzema and Eden
Hazard were on target as

Spanish giants Real Madrid
were held to a 2-2 draw by
Mexican side Club America
in their pre-season friendly
on Tuesday.

Former Real Madrid
player Alvaro Fidalgo's 82nd-
minute penalty denied Real
victory in a game played on
a makeshift surface at Oracle
Park, the home of the San
Francisco Giants baseball
team.

America took the lead
with a shock early goal after
just five minutes, as Henry
Martin latched onto a shot by
Miguel Layun and helped it
into the net.

But Real responded with

an equaliser from Benzema
after 22 minutes.

Real coach Carlo
Ancelotti made wholesale
changes at half-time, with
seven substitutions, which
included Benzema making
way for Rodrygo and Asensio
coming off for Hazard.

Hazard did not take long
to make an impact, convert-
ing a 55th-minute spot kick
after America defender
Salvador Reyes was adjudged
to have fouled Lucas Vazquez
in the box.

Hazard's penalty looked
like sett l ing a drab
encounter but America got
back on level terms eight
minutes from time when
Vinicius made the slightest
of contact with Fidalgo just
inside the area.
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