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The US-based social media
giant Twitter on Tuesday

moved the Karnataka High
Court, challenging the
Government’s orders to take
down content under the new
IT rules, saying it is an abuse of
power by officials. July 4 was
the last day for complying with
the Union Ministry of
Electronics’ directions and the
company complied with it on
the last day and then moved the
court.

Twitter has taken legal
recourse after the Union
Electronics and Information
Technology Ministry warned it
of penal action if it refused to
comply with the directive to
take down controversial tweets
flagged by the authorities last
year in January and April.

According to news agency
PTI, Twitter has filed a case in
the HC, saying the several
directions placed by the
Government are allegedly for
action against political content

that has been posted by official
handles of political parties and
blocking of such information is
a violation of the freedom of
speech guaranteed to citizen
users of the platform.

“The content requested to
be blocked does not have any
apparent proximate relation-
ship to the ground under
Section 69A,” said the lawyers
who had access to Twitter’s
petition filed in the court.

Minister of State for
Electronics and IT Rajeev
Chandrasekhar in a tweet said
all platforms have the right to
approach court but they have
an unambiguous obligation to
comply with laws.

“In India, all, including
foreign Internet intermedi-
aries/platforms, have the right
to court n judicial review. But
equally ALL
intermediaries/platforms oper-
ating here have an unambigu-
ous obligation to comply with
our laws n rules,”
Chandrasekhar tweeted.

According to the Twitter peti-
tion, several blocking orders
were issued under Section 69A
but failed to demonstrate how
the content falls within those
grounds or how the said con-
tent is violative of Section 69A,
said the lawyers. “Twitter has
sought judicial review of the
blocking orders from the
court,” they said.

The Government in May
had asked Twitter to act on
content related to Khalistan
and accounts eulogising ter-
rorists in Kashmir. Later in
June, the Government asked
Twitter to act on around 60
accounts. Twitter has taken
action on the request and
reported compliance.

On June 26, the microblog-
ging site submitted a separate
list of over 80 Twitter accounts
and tweets that it blocked
based on a request from the
Government in 2021. 

The request from the
Government was to block mul-
tiple accounts and some tweets

from the international advo-
cacy group Freedom House,
journalists, politicians, and
supporters of the farmers’
protest.

Meanwhile, in Delhi, react-
ing to a question, Union IT
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
said how to make social media
accountable has become a very
valid question across the globe.
“Self-regulation is a first step in
the direction of making social
media accountable, followed by
industry regulation, and then
Government regulations, ‘’ he
said.

“Social media is a very
powerful medium. Social
media has a big influence on
our lives. How to make it
accountable has become a very
valid question across the globe. 

All across the globe, coun-
tries and societies are moving
in the direction of making
social media accountable,” he
said while interacting with
media persons on the sideline
of a programme.
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Agroup of former judges,
bureaucrats and police offi-

cers on Tuesday demanded
that the Supreme Court recall
its observations against sus-
pended BJP spokesperson
Nupur Sharma, alleging that
the court crossed the “Laxman
Rekha” while making com-
ments that are an “indelible
scar on the justice system of the
largest democracy”.

The group, comprising 15
High Court judges, 77 ex-all
India services officers and 25
veterans, alleged that the
“unfortunate” comments are
not in sync with the judicial
ethos and have sent “shock-
waves” in the country and out-
side. 

“In the annals of the judi-
ciary, the unfortunate com-
ments have no parallel and are
an indelible scar on the justice
system of the largest democra-
cy. Urgent rectification steps are
called for as these have poten-
tially serious consequences on
democratic values and securi-

ty of the country,” they said in
a signed statement. 

The 117 signatories include
former Chief Justice of the
Bombay High Court Kshitij
Vyas, former Kerala High
Court judge PN Ravindran,
former Gujarat High Court
judge SM Soni, former
Rajasthan High Court judges
RS Rathore and Prashant
Agarwal and former Delhi
High Court judge SN Dhingra.
Former IAS officers Anand
Bose, RS Gopalan and S
Krishna Kumar, ambassador
(retired) Niranjan Desai, for-
mer DGPs SP Vaid, former CBI
Director M Nageswara Rao
and BL Vohra, Lt Gen VK
Chaturvedi (retired) and Air
Marshall (retired) SP Singh
have also signed the statement. 

“By no stretch, these obser-
vations, which are not part of
the judicial order, can be sanc-
tified on the plank of judicial
propriety and fairness. Such
outrageous transgressions are
without parallel in the annals

of Judiciary,” it said.
The Supreme Court had on

July 1 come down heavily on
Sharma for her controversial
comments against Prophet
Mohammad, saying her “loose
tongue” has “set the entire
country on fire” and that she is
“single-handedly responsible
for what is happening in the
country”. 

Refusing to entertain her
plea for clubbing of FIRs
lodged in various States against
her for the remark, the bench
held that the comment was
made either for cheap public-
ity, political agenda or some
nefarious activities. 

Criticising the observa-
tions of Justices Suyakant and
JB Pardiwala, the statement
said, “We, as concerned citi-
zens, do believe that democra-
cy of any country will remain
intact till all the institutions
perform their duties as per the
constitution. Recent comments
by the two judges of the
Supreme Court have surpassed

the Laxman Rekha and com-
pelled us to issue an open
statement.” 

These “unfortunate and
unprecedented” comments
have sent shockwaves in the
country and outside, it claimed. 

“The observations are too
serious to be overlooked if the
rule of law, democracy has to
sustain and blossom and
deserve to be recalled with the
stance that soothes minds that
care for justice,” it added. 

Noting that Sharma sought
access to the justice system
before the highest court, the
statement said the court’s
observations have no connect
with the issue raised in the peti-
tion and “transgressed in an
unprecedented manner all
canons of the dispensation of
justice”.

“She was de facto denied
access to judiciary and in the
process, there was an outrage
on the preamble, spirit and
essence of the Constitution of
India,” it alleged. 

In the observations, there
is the virtual exoneration of the
“dastardly beheading at
Udaipur in broad daylight,” it
claimed. It further said, “Legal
fraternity is bound to be sur-
prised and shocked at the
observation that an FIR should
lead to arrest. The observations
on other agencies in the coun-
try, without notice to them, are
indeed worrisome and alarm-
ing.” The signatories defended
Sharma’s plea for clubbing all
FIRs against her citing previous
orders of the SC.
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Former Congress president
Rahul Gandhi on Tuesday

targeted the BJP over the state-
ment of a Karnataka High
Court judge hearing a matter
related to a bribery case that he
is being threatened with trans-
fer. Rahul also shared a video
of the part of court proceedings
during which the judge had
said he was threatened with the
transfer after his remark against
the Anti-Corruption Bureau
(ACB) that it had become a
“collection centre”. 

Justice HP Sandesh also
said he is unfazed and added,
“I will bell the cat, even at the
cost of my judgeship.”

“A HC judge has been
threatened for exposing the
BJP’s corrupt Government in
Karnataka. Institution after
institution is being bulldozed
by the BJP. Each of us must

stand with those fearlessly
doing their duty (sic),” Rahul
said on a social media platform.

The Congress has been
attacking the BJP Government
in Karnataka on the issue of
corruption. On Monday, Rahul
had demanded the sacking of
Chief Minister Basavraj
Bommai to ensure a fair inves-
tigation in the police recruit-
ment scam.

Continued on Page 9
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Kerala Minister for Fisheries
and Culture Saji Cherian

has landed himself in trouble
by taunting, belittling and
humiliating the Indian
Constitution and Dr BR
Ambedkar, father of the
Constitution.

After demands for his sack-
ing poured in from several
quarters, including the BJP
and the Congress, Cherian did
a volte-face and said the media
distorted his comments.

Addressing a public meet-
ing at Mallappalli in
Pathanamthitta on Sunday,
Cherian said the Indian
Constitution had nothing for
the billions of poor people.

“It is a beautiful
Constitution which helps the
Government, bureaucracy, and
the judiciary to rob the poor
people. The Indian
Constitution is a document to
exploit and harass the billions
of poor in the country. Those

who drafted the Constitution
had simply copied what was
dictated by the British colonial
masters and put it as the coun-
try’s Constitution. 

Terms like secularism and
socialism are mere hogwash,”
said Cherian in the speech
which went viral on Tuesday.

He blamed the
Constitution for the rich
becoming richer and the poor
becoming poorer. “This is a
Constitution for Adani and
Ambani. There is nothing for
the poor man in this
Constitution,” said Cherian. 

He also blamed the judi-
ciary for the pro-rich policies

being followed by it. The
Minister further alleged that
the Constitution was a fool-
proof mechanism to rob the
poor, and this has been going
on for the last 75 years. 

“This is the Constitution
which is quite helpful in steal-
ing and robbing,” said Cherian.

Once the Minister’s speech
went viral and the Opposition
launched a State-wide protest
demanding his arrest and dis-
missal from the Ministry,
Cherian made a volte-face and
blamed the media for distort-
ing his speech. 

“The Minister has belittled
and insulted the Indian
Constitution. He should be
dismissed from the council of
ministers or he should resign
his minister’s post,”
Kummanam Rajasekharan, for-
mer Governor of Mizoram,
told reporters at
Thiruvananthapuram after pre-
senting a petition to Governor
Arif Mohammed Khan.

Continued on Page 9
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Odisha, Uttar Pradesh and
Andhra Pradesh occupied

top three places in the ranking
of States for the implementa-
tion of the National Food
Security Act (NFSA), under
which the Government pro-
vides 5 kgs of foodgrains per
person per month at �1-3 a kg.  

The Centre provides the
highly subsidised foodgrains to
nearly 80 crore people. The
Centre released the “State
Ranking Index for NFSA” 2022
on Tuesday. The Index mea-
sures the effectiveness of NFSA
implementation through oper-
ations and initiatives under
the Targeted Public
Distribution System (TPDS).

Union Food and
Consumer Affairs Minister
Piyush Goyal released the
“State Ranking Index for
NFSA” 2022 during a confer-
ence of State Food Ministers on
food and nutrition security in
India.

In the special category

States (the North Eastern
States, Himalayan States, and
the Island States), Tripura has
obtained the first rank.
Himachal Pradesh and Sikkim
are at the second and third
positions.

The report stated that
despite the logistical limitations
in these areas, they displayed a
high degree of accomplish-
ment in competing with the

general category States as well.
Odisha is at first position

with a score of 0.836, followed
by Uttar Pradesh (0.797) and
Andhra Pradesh (0.794).
Gujarat is at fourth place, fol-
lowed by Dadra & Nagar
Haveli and Daman Diu,
Madhya Pradesh, Bihar,
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and
Jharkhand.

Continued on Page 9
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Amassive row erupted over
Chhattisgarh Police’s

attempt to arrest Zee TV news
anchor Rohit Ranjan on
Tuesday after Noida Police
foiled their bid and took
Ranjan in their own custody. 

Ranjan was booked by the
Chhattisgarh Police for playing
a doctored clip of Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi on the
channel during his show on
July 1. Drama unfolded outside
Ranjan’s home in Ghaziabad on
Tuesday with the police forces
of the two States face to face
with each other.

According to Noida Police,
the Zee News anchor was
picked up from his home for
questioning on Tuesday morn-
ing by a team of Noida Sector
20 police station in connection

with an FIR lodged under IPC
505 (public mischief) on a
complaint by his own channel
over a doctored video played
during his show on July 1.

In Raipur, Senior
Superintendent of Police
Prashant Agrawal said a case
was registered against Ranjan
and others of Zee News on
Sunday for allegedly promoting
enmity between different
groups and outraging religious
feelings of people based on the
complaint of Congress MLA
Devendra Yadav.

Yadav said in his com-
plaint that a video in which
Rahul described those attack-
ing his Wayanad office as chil-
dren against whom he had no
ill, was “mischievously” used by
the TV channel on July 1 to
suggest he was forgiving the
killers of Udaipur tailor
Kanhaiya Lal.

After Chhattisgarh cops
reached out to arrest him,
Ranjan reached out to the UP
Government and police for
help. “Chhattisgarh Police is
standing outside my house to
arrest me without informing
the local police, is it legal?” The
Zee News anchor asked and
tagged Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath and
the State’s police in the post.

“There is no such rule to
inform. Still, now they are
informed. The police team has
shown you the court’s warrant

of arrest. You should cooperate,
join in the investigation and put
your defence in court,” Raipur
Police said in response.

Chhattisgarh cops were
not able to arrest him but said
it had shown him the arrest
warrant and sought his coop-
eration in the probe. The FIR
against Ranjan has been filed in
Raipur. On July 2, a day after
the video was aired, Ranjan
apologised during his TV show
for “mistakenly” playing
Rahul’s statement out of context
by linking it with the Udaipur
murder case. “It was a human
error for which our team is
apologetic. We apologise for it,”
he had tweeted in Hindi.

The controversial video
was used by several people
including BJP leaders to attack
Rahul and the Congress party
in the wake of the gruesome
killing in Udaipur on June 28.
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Two mid-air incidents on a
single day occurred involv-

ing SpiceJet aircraft on Tuesday.
While a SpiceJet B737 flight
SG-11 (Delhi-Dubai) was
diverted to Karachi due to an
indicator light malfunctioning
in the morning, another of its
aircraft, flying from Kandla in
Gujarat, made a priority land-
ing at the Mumbai airport later
in the day after its windshield
cracked at 23,000 feet altitude.

With the latest malfunc-
tion, there have been seven
such incidents on SpiceJet air-

craft in the last 17 days. The
other incidents include two
door warnings, a bird hit, oil
leakage from an engine, and a
pressurisation problem in addi-
tion to Tuesday’s malfunction.

Sources said that the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) is investi-
gating the two incidents which
took place on Tuesday, along
with the previous five incidents.

Continued on Page 9

Hubballi: Self-styled Vastu
expert Chandrashekhar Guruji
was stabbed to death in a city
hotel on Tuesday, police said.

Within hours, two per-
sons — Manjunath Marewad
and Mahantesh Sirur — who
were allegedly involved in the
killing and had fled the scene
after committing the brutal
murder, were detained at
Ramdurg in neighbouring
Belagavi district, police added.

“They have been detained
and we are bringing them back
to Hubballi. Once they are
brought in, we will interrogate
them,” Hubballi-Dharwad
Police Commissioner Labhu
Ram told PTI.

CCTV footage showed two
people, who initially
approached him pretending to
greet him, repeatedly stabbing
him at the reception area of the
hotel.

The reason behind the

killing of Guruji of ‘Saral Vastu’
fame who sustained many stab
wounds, is under investigation.

Hailing from Bagalkote,
Guruji had started his career as
a contractor and later got a job
in Mumbai where he settled
down. Subsequently, he pur-
sued Vastu business there.

Three days ago, a child in
his family had died in Hubballi,
for which he had come here to
attend a ceremony. Karnataka
Chief Minister Basavaraj
Bommai said all measures
would be taken to ensure strin-
gent punishment for the killers
of Guruji.
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ASHA/Anganwadi workers,
Panchayati Raj department,
Child Development and
Nutrition department and the
department of Empowerment
of Persons with Disabilities
have joined hands with the
Health and Medical depart-
ment, UNICEF, WHO and
PATH organisations, which
helped the state successfully
control encephalitis and other

communicable diseases,” Yogi
said. “The Japanese
Encephalitis death rate has
been reduced by 95 per cent
and now there are hundreds of
health, wellness and encephali-
tis treatment centres which
help in controlling the diseases
in the rainy season. Whether it
is Japanese Encephalitis or
Acute Encephalitis Syndrome,
campaigns like special commu-

nicable disease control and
‘Dastak’ are very important for
their complete eradication,”
the CM said. The door-to-door
‘Dastak’ campaign will be car-
ried out in the state from July
16 to 31 to prevent the spread
of encephalitis, malaria,
dengue, filariasis and chikun-
gunya. Under this campaign,
medical teams will go door to
door to identify patients suffer-

ing from infectious diseases. By
joining collectively with the
Special Communicable Disease
Control Campaign and Dastak
Abhiyan, UP will be able to get
effective control over every
communicable disease. Under
the campaign,
ASHA/Anganwadi workers,
employees of many depart-
ments and people of various
organisations will go door to

door making people aware
about ways to prevent the dis-
eases. Treatment will be
arranged and medical kits will
be provided to those found ill.
The Health department has
been asked to coordinate with
other departments to ensure all
the necessary arrangements to
prevent the spread of
encephalitis, malaria and other
diseases.
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Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath’s ambitious

scheme ODOP (One District,
One Product), launched to
take the slogan of ‘Vocal for
Local’ on the ground, is now on
the way to going global within
four years of its inception and
launch.

Be it Dussehra or Holi,
Deepawali, New Year or any
special event, now only ODOP
products are being given to
special guests in the form of gift
hampers or souvenirs. The
chief minister compulsorily
gives gift hampers of ODOP
products to the special guests
who call on him.

Recently, there was
tremendous branding of
ODOP products of the state
when Prime Minister Narendra
Modi presented the same to
heads of state and prime min-
isters during the meeting of G-
7 countries. This isn’t the first
time though. Even before that,
on the occasion of the inaugu-
ration of Kushinagar
International Airport, the
ODOP product of
Siddharthanagar, considered
to be the ‘prasad’ of Lord
Buddha, was given away to the
guests from Buddhist coun-
tries.

On the first Foundation
Day of Uttar Pradesh on
January 24, 2018, Yogi
launched this ambitious
scheme in the presence of the
then Governor Ram Naik. The
objective was the overall devel-
opment of the state, providing
employment at the local level,
while preserving and promot-
ing the traditional arts, skills,
cultural heritage of the state.

Within four years of its
launch, this scheme is scripting
a new success story. No won-
der the chief minister mentions
this scheme in every address. 

Recently, in a press confer-
ence on the completion of 100
days of the government, the

chief minister said that ODOP
is a symbol of heritage.  There
has been a record increase in
the exports of the state due to
the effective implementation of
this scheme.

In the last five years, the
exports increased from Rs 88
thousand crore to Rs 1.56 lakh
crore. He also mentioned the
G-7 summit where the chief
minister pointed out how the
PM once again demonstrated
his commitment to ‘Vocal for
Local’ by presenting the ODOP
products of UP to the heads of
the governments present at
the G7 Summit held in
Germany.

“The ODOP products of
Uttar Pradesh will become a
brand in the country and the
world. The Common Facility
Centre will play an important
role in this. These will be such
centres where all the facilities
required for grading, packing,
store time of ODOP products
of all the districts will be avail-
able under one roof,” a govern-
ment spokesman said on
Monday. 

CFC centres in Sitapur,
Agra, Azamgarh,
Siddharthnagar and Ambedkar
Nagar were inaugurated by the
chief minister.

Besides, self-help centres
have been established in 35 dis-
tricts with the help of SIDBI for
ODOP. Such centres will be set
up in every district.

“This is an era of online
market and therefore, ODOP
products have also been made
available by the government on
online platforms. The govern-
ment is also continuously
expanding this platform. For
example, recently an MoU has
been signed between the gov-
ernment and Amazon.
Amazon has set up a digital
hub in Kanpur. It will provide
a huge platform for ODOP
units to sell their products in
the country and the world,”
Additional Chief Secretary,
MSME, Navneet Sehgal said.
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From ensuring no child is left out of
school to bridging the digital divide

by fostering e-learning methods in gov-
ernment colleges, the Yogi Adityanath
government 2.0 regime has intro-
duced numerous reforms to transform
education in its first 100 days.

Ensuring quality education for all
the children, enrolment of about 1.88
crore students and more than 1.65
crore Aadhaar cards were made under
the ‘School Chalo Abhiyan’ in the state.
With this, development of ‘Pahuch’ for
school mapping of students of far-flung
areas, ‘Pankh’ for career counselling,
‘Pragyan’ for e-library, ‘Parakh’ for
monitoring, ‘Praveen’ for skill training,
‘Pachhaan’ for schools and ‘Project
Alankar’ portal for resource mapping
was done.

In the first 100 days of the Yogi
government, a provision of Rs 10
crore was made for the appointment of
1,200 lecturers in aided colleges and for

setting up of smart classes in 87 gov-
ernment colleges.

Apart from smart classes, an e-con-
tent digital studio is will also come up
at the state Directorate of Higher
Education at a cost of Rs 1 crore. It will
then be used for recording and editing
of contents which will later be utilised
for conducting virtual classes.

The Yogi government has installed
biometric attendance devices at 2273
government colleges. At the same
time, the government has also complet-
ed the appointment of about 1,200
teachers in 100 days to remove the
shortage of teachers.

In addition, a provision of Rs
1,051 lakh has been made for the devel-

opment (upgradation) of laboratories
in 36 government degree colleges. 

The Yogi government has also
made a provision of Rs 203 lakh to pro-
vide technical books in 111 govern-
ment colleges. Moreover, the govern-
ment has given its approval to facilitate
the expansion of sports facilities in 172
government colleges.

Among the biggest achievements
of the Yogi government in 100 days,
Gorakhpur’s Madan Mohan Malviya
University of Technology brought lau-
rels to the state by becoming the first
state university to get ‘A’ grade by the
National Assessment and Accreditation
Council (NAAC).

At the same time, construction of
two government polytechnics and 15
women and men hostels was complet-
ed. The first 100 days of the Yogi gov-
ernment 2.0 have been full of achieve-
ments in terms of placement of stu-
dents. During this, 2,207 students
were selected in TCS in AKTU and
affiliated colleges.
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Days after dissolving all
party fronts, Samajwadi

Party president Akhilesh Yadav
launched a membership drive
at the party headquarters in
Lucknow on Tuesday. The
drive will be carried out at
tehsils, zones and districts
across the state. The SP chief
said he would reveal the num-
ber of new party members.

Addressing mediapersons
at the SP headquarters in
Lucknow on Tuesday, Yadav
targeted the Yogi Adityanath
government’s 100 days celebra-
tions. “The CM should speak
about his achievements of five
years and 100 days. Even today,
this government is cutting rib-
bons of the projects complet-
ed during the Samajwadi Party
regime. Whatever is being
inaugurated is also incom-
plete,” Yadav said.

Taking a jibe at UP Deputy
Chief Minister Brajesh Pathak
without taking his name, Yadav
said, “In the Yogi Adityanath
government, the deputy chief
minister is questioning the
transfers of doctors even
though he goes around raiding
hospitals. Who is actually

doing backseat driving in this
government?” he asked.

“The deputy chief minister
has no control over the officers
of his department who ignore
his directives. The recent trans-
fers were done without con-
sulting him. This is a deputy
CM who is known for his sur-
prise raids. It appears as if
someone is running the Yogi
government from behind,”
Yadav said.

Replying to a question,
Akhilesh said he did not cam-
paign in the bypolls because he
had been assured by his party
leaders that they would easily
win Azamgarh and Rampur

seats. “We did not know that
the administration would play
such a major role and prevent
people from casting their
votes,” he said.

Attacking the Congress
and the Bharatiya Janata Party,
the SP chief said: “The BJP is
following the footsteps of the
Congress. When the Congress
was in power at the Centre, it
used the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) and Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
to hound the opposition lead-
ers. In Maharashtra, they (BJP)
accepted that there was an ED
government. The ED govern-
ment also exists in Madhya

Pradesh and other states. The
BJP is misusing these institu-
tions.”

A few days ago, Akhilesh
Yadav had dissolved national
and state executive of the party
with immediate effect, includ-
ing all youth organisations,
mahila sabhas and national
presidents of all other cells,
except the UP president of the
party. It is believed that after
the completion of this mem-
bership drive, the SP will reor-
ganise all the units of the
party organisation.

As per party sources, lead-
ers who have come from the
Bahujan Samaj Party and BJP
may be given key responsibil-
ities while leaders from Dalit,
OBC and Muslim communi-
ties may also be given impor-
tant positions. There are plans
to make space for leaders from
Brahmin and Kayasth commu-
nities in the new working
committee. A SP spokesperson
said it was a big step with an
eye on the 2024 parliamentary
elections. As per sources, a
fresh SP executive could be
formed after the national con-
ference of the SP which is like-
ly to be held in the last week of
August or early September.

Lucknow (PNS): Bahujan
Samaj Party supremo Mayawati
on Tuesday attacked the
Bharatiya Janta Party for cele-
brating 100 days of the govern-
ment’s second term. She alleged
that the government failed on
all fronts, especially the rising
prices, unemployment and
deteriorating law and order.

She alleged that the Yogi
Adityanath government had
been “extremely disappoint-
ing” as far as ensuring commu-
nal harmony and peace is con-
cerned. In a tweet on Tuesday
morning, Mayawati made a
direct attack on the Yogi gov-
ernment.

“The UP BJP government
celebrated 100 days’ tenure but
it has been indifferent and
very disappointing in doing
away with the burning prob-
lems of poverty, unemploy-
ment, inflation etc and improv-
ing law & order, and creating
mutual brotherhood and com-
munal harmony,” Mayawati
tweeted.

Earlier on Monday, the
Congress and the Samajwadi
Party had also attacked the gov-
ernment over its 100-day cel-
ebrations.

SP chief Akhilesh Yadav
took a jibe at CM Yogi
Adityanath saying someone

was running the government
from behind. Yadav further
said that democracy had been
weakened due to misuse of
power under the BJP rule.

He termed the achieve-
ments claimed by the BJP gov-
ernment as a bundle of lies and
alleged that the BJP indulged in
fraudulent politics.

Akhilesh said that this gov-
ernment showed people a lot of
dreams of development but
did not implement a single
scheme on the ground.

Former Congress state
president Ajay Kumar Lallu
also attacked the government
claiming that the Yogi
Adityanath and his cabinet
colleagues were padding their
backs on “false propoganda”. 

He claimed that 100 days of
the BJP government would be
known for injustice, atrocities,
crime, arrogance, loot, murder,
pimping, corruption, rising
prices and, above all, suicides
by farmers. It may be men-
tioned that Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, while presenting
the report card of the 100 days
of his second term, claimed on
Monday that his government
had lived up to the expectations
of people who had completely
rejected the SP, BSP and
Congress.

Lucknow (PNS): Rashtriya Lok
Dal’s national general secretary Trilok
Tyagi said on Tuesday that the Yogi
Adityanath government in Uttar
Pradesh did nothing as promised in the
first 100 days. He termed the success
claims of state government as a lies.

“The state government is yet to clear
the arrears of sugarcane growers. The
state government has failed in bringing
the farmers relief from stray animals’
menace even as law and order has dete-

riorared,” Tyagi said. He said stray ani-
mals had caused the farmers to face loss-
es due to crop damage, but the govern-
ment was looking away. “There has been
a spate in incidents of murder, loot, rape
and dacoity in UP. It can be said that the
system (order) has been destroyed
completely in UP,” he commented.

Tyagi said the state government
overlooed the law while implementing
its bulldozer policy in UP. “The state
government has also forgotten its

promise to halve the electricity bills,” he
said.With a tongue-in-cheek remark,
Tyagi also flayed the Union government
and said the PM helped Adani double
his profit during the Covid period and
now the PM was promoting sale of coal
in which Adani deals. “Now, he has
implemented the Agnipath scheme for
short-term recruitment in the armed
forces,” he said.

About the growing role of the
Enforcement Directorate in the present

scenario, the RLD leader said the BJP
government had weaponised the ED to
use it against its political opponents.
“The ED’s raids/interference have
increased since the BJP came to power.
They are using it as a weapon to settle
scores with their political rivals. The PM
has erred in thinking that it will keep the
opposition in his grip and democracy
will fail,” Tyagi said, adding that the
opposition would continue to struggle
for the people.
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Lucknow (PNS): Uttar Pradesh Assembly Speaker
Satish Mahana, who is working on an innovative idea, inter-
acted with the young MLAs (up to 40 years) on Tuesday.
He met the young MLAs cutting across the parties in small
groups. Mahana was all ears to their views and also shared
his experience with the legislators. Mahana has been an 8-
term MLA since 1991. The programme was organised in
a local hotel and it lasted for over four hours. As many as
32 MLAs took part in the meeting. Mahana urged the young
legislators to be with the people, know about their issues
and discuss the same in the state assembly.

“The electorate now keep a close eye on their elected
representatives. If people have elected you, they have aspi-
rations and expectations from the elected representatives.
The MLAs should never lose connect with people to be able
to get elected again,” Mahana said. He urged the legisla-
tors to give maximum time to the House when the state
assembly is in session and also go to the library for regu-
lar study.

The young MLAs appreciated the initiative taken by
the speaker. They said it was a great learning experience.

The legislators told the speaker that the assembly mem-
bers should be nominated to different committees of the
House as per their orientation and qualification. Mahana
assured the legislators that their suggestion would be looked
into. Mahana had earlier organised a similar programme
for MLAs who are medicos.
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More trouble is in store for
former minister and senior

Samajwadi Party leader Azam
Khan as the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has issued sum-
mons to his wife and son to ques-
tion them in a money laundering
case being probed against him.

Azam Khan (73), who is
also the SP MLA from Rampur,
is presently out on bail. His son
Abdullah Azam Khan, MLA
from Swar assembly seat, and
wife Tazeen Fatma have been
asked to depose separately before
the ED in the regional office in
Lucknow this week. 

The ED seeks to record their
statements under criminal sec-
tions of the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) in the
case being probed against Azam
Khan.

Azam Khan was grilled by
the ED when he was lodged in
Sitapur jail. He was released
from jail in May after 27 months
as the Supreme Court granted
him interim bail in an alleged
forgery case.

The ED had initiated a
probe against Khan in 2019 after
taking cognisance of at least 26
FIRs filed by the UP Police
against him. It was also alleged
that a university run by him in
Rampur has been constructed
over a piece of land under enemy
property.

Khan is the chairman of
Maulana Muhammad Ali Jauhar
Trust, which runs the three
branches of Rampur Public
School. 

He has earlier served as the
urban development minister in
the erstwhile SP government in
UP helmed by Akhilesh Yadav.
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On the completion of 100
days of the second term of

the BJP government in Uttar
Pradesh, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath highlighted the suc-
cess of the communicable disease
campaign and ‘Dastak’, saying
the death rate due to Japanese
Encephalitis (JE) has been
brought down by 95 per cent.
While addressing people on the
completion of 100 days of his
government, the chief minister
said, “Better public health is
not only a result of good treat-
ment but also awareness, inter-
departmental coordination and
teamwork. As a result of all these
elements, eastern UP is moving
quickly towards complete erad-
ication of encephalitis.”

Aiming to prevent all water-
borne and mosquito-borne dis-
eases during the summers and
subsequent rainy season, the
Yogi government launched a
special communicable disease
campaign on July 1. He recalled
that five years ago as soon as the
month of July started, deaths due
to encephalitis started occurring
in eastern UP. “However, under
the BJP government,
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Be it known to all that earlier my
name was NAEEM KHAN which
is now changed to MOHAMMAD
NAEEM KHAN. In future I shall
be known as MOHAMMAD
NAEEM KHAN. MOHAMMAD
NAEEM KHAN S/o Munne Khan
49K/ 12K/1A, Gaus Nagar, Kareli,
GTB Nagar, Allahabad.

NOTICE

Be it known to all that earlier my
name was KAILASH NARAIN Urf
MUKESH ARYA which is now
changed KAILASH NARAYAN
ARYA. In future I shall be known
as KAILASH NARAYAN ARYA.
KAILASH NARAYAN ARYA S/o
Raj Kumar Helo 23/3, Stanely
Road, Civil Lines, Prayagraj.

NOTICE
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This is to inform you that my client Sri Sarvesh
Kumar Vishwakarma S/o Sri Rajkumar
Vishwakarma is the owner of House No. 124/81,
C-Block, Govind Nagar, Kanpur Nagar con-
structed over plot no. 81 Block C, Scheme First,
Govind Nagar, Kanpur Nagar admeasuring150
Sq. Yards. or 125.415 Sq. Mtr. and he had lost
the Original freehold deed dated 26.11.1998 reg-
istered at Serial No. 3259 title deed regarding
the said property. In case the documents of title
relating to said Property have been mortgaged
with any Government Semi Government
Department or with any financial Institution or
any bank or there are others Co-owners of the
said Property then within 6 days of the said
Publication written intimation in the same be
given to me at my office, supported with nec-
essary documents, otherwise after expiry of the
above period, if any person or institution set-
up any claim with respect to the said proper-
ty that shall not be maintainable.

Vivek Awasthi Advocate
Mob. No. 7007568625
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I Abhisek Singh S/o Shiv Singh
Parmar R/o H.N. 52 Sainik Nagar
koyla Nagar Kanpur have
changed my name from Abhisek
Singh to Abhishek Singh Parmar
vide affidavit no- 65 AE 820232
dated 02/7/2022 before Kanpur
Court U.P.

NOTICE

My Original Allotment Letter
Dated 27.05.2022 Flat No.Gaya
115, 1st Floor, Block- Gaya
Residential Project RATAN
PANORAMA at Arazi No.1325M,
1328M, 1329, 1345, 1346,
1347,1348, 1353M, Barasirohi,
Kanpur infavour of Sudhanshu
Pandey has been lost some-
where. *Sudhanshu Pandey S/o
Om Shankar Pandey R/o infront
of Kids Garden School , Kishore
ganj, Bidhuna,Auraiya.* Mo.
7417315269

NOTICE

My H.No.453 EWS Yojna-40
Barra-4 Kanpur Which Original
Allotment Letter Some Where
Loss Use will be illegal, Maya
Singh w/o Ashok Singh R/O 453
Barra -4 Kanpur

NOTICE

Be it known to all that my daugh-
ter's name is wrongly mentioned
in school records as Shubhrali
Santosh Singh. In future she will
be known as Shubhrali Singh.
Santosh Kumar Singh R/o
628M/165 Manas Vihar Colony
near Shakti Nagar, Indira Nagar,
Lucknow.

NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
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Medical experts of the city
raised their voices against

the practice of breast milk sale
in the country which, they said,
could lead to malnourishment
in poor and underprivileged
children if their mothers were
enticed by the idea to earn fast
bucks.

Paediatrician Dr Piyali
Bhattacharya pointed out that
breast milk is being sold by pri-
vate companies across the coun-
try. “One should not allow the
unregulated sale of breast milk,”
she said, adding it is sold in for-
eign countries at exorbitant
rates — up to Rs 4,000 for 150-
300 ml. Dr Bhattacharya said
the modus operandi as it exists
shows that the companies nor-
mally involve NGOs and give
them 20 per cent of the sale
amount while 80 per cent goes
to the women.

“Normally women are told
that they are doing a noble deed
in this manner and then mak-
ing money out of it. As doctors,
we are against this practice. If at
all it is allowed, the sale should
not be regulated while export
should be completely stopped.
It may entice the poor women
to sell the milk and their babies

would get malnourished,” she
said.

“If the breast milk is on sale
for the needy, it should be
available on prescription. For
this purpose, milk banks have
been created in some medical
colleges where breast milk can
be donated and taken for free,”
she added.

She pointed out that author-
ities  have cancelled the registra-
tion of these companies but they
have now approached a differ-
ent ministry for registration. She
said when the milk banks as well
as foundations are available to
provide breast milk free of cost
under CSR activities, the sale of
breast milk should not be
allowed.

Dr Amita Pandey said
when money is the motivating
factor, it becomes a dirty game.
“There has been a tradition of
wet nurse and ‘dai’ which is a
reality in the royal and affluent
households. Government-aided
and government milk banks
have been flourishing for the
past few years alone. In
Lucknow, there is a milk bank
at KGMU which started func-
tioning in 2020-2021. It is very
useful when the baby is weak
and the mother is very sick or
she is a breast cancer patient.
However, I agree that as long as

it is altruistic, it is good. When
money becomes a factor, it will
take the same form like surro-
gacy wherein women are forced
to carry children so that the
family can earn some money.
Women may well be forced to
sell milk,” she added.

An activist fighting on the
issue said there are two angles
to it and one must separate the
human milk banks and com-
mercial trading of the milk. 

“This battle of neonatal sci-
ences has been going on for
years. If the companies selling
breast milk claim that they have
saved so many babies, it is far
from truth. The question should
be asked to the government if
the regulation is necessary,” he
said. He added that women also
face problems because if they
shift from breastfeeding to arti-
ficial feeding, the chances of
breast and ovarian cancer also
go up. “Nobody has examined
these things in totality. If you
really need human milk bank,
develop a support system which
includes lactation support,
counselling system and a good
amount of maternity leaves to all
the women and not only those
who come from the organised
sector. It will increase the sup-
ply of breast milk to the human
milk bank,” he added.
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Lucknow (PNS): A deceased
donor (cadaver) liver transplant
performed on a 39-year-old
man at KGMU on June 21 was
a success and the patient was
discharged on Tuesday.

A senior doctor said the
patient was suffering from
advanced stage liver cirrhosis
with complaints of fatigue, loss
of appetite and later developed
jaundice and bleeding and
needed urgent liver transplant
for survival.

“Liver was obtained from a
50-year-old male, who sus-
tained head injuries during a
road accident and was declared
brain dead at Apollomedics
Hospital in Lucknow on June
21. Luckily, his liver matched to
this patient from Pratapgarh for
an emergency transplant. The
patient recovered well after
the surgery at KGMU and has
now been discharged,” the doc-
tor said. The transplant team
was led by KGMU Vice-
Chancellor Dr Bipin Puri.

Liver transplant surgery at
present is a complex surgical
procedure. It involves multidis-
ciplinary management by a
team of more than 100 doctors
and staff. More than 2 lakh
patients suffer from liver cir-
rhosis in India every year. 
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With the arrest of seven
accused, including the

mastermind from BBD police
station area on Tuesday, the UP
STF claimed to have busted a
gang involved in dacoity, with
the carriers employed by com-
panies/agencies located in east
UP dealing in currency con-
version between India and
Nepal.

Those arrested were iden-
tified as Ram Pravesh Rajbhar,
Anil Paswan, Rajnish Mishra,
Sanjay Kumar, Chandra
Shekhar (all of Gorakhpur)
and Praveen Chauhan of
Maharajganj. Sanjay Kumar is
a former employee of an

agency dealing in conversion
of INR in Nepali currency.

The team recovered over
Rs 1 lakh looted by the accused
in the past. The STF team also
recovered a factory-made
revolver, a country-made pis-
tol of .32 bore, two country-
made pistols, each of 315 bore,
live cartridges, a khukri, an
SUV, a luxury car, ten mobile
phones, 20 ATM cards,
Aadhaar/PAN cards and
licences.

Ram Pravesh Rajbhar was
said to be the mastermind of
the gang that was active in
Gorakhpur, Maharajganj,
Bahraich and Siddharth Nagar
districts. The gang was plan-
ning to strike in Lucknow and

was nabbed on a tip-off. The
STF team was led by CO
Deepak Kumar Singh.

The police were tipped off
about the movement of the
gang near Regulator Point in
Juggaur under BBD police sta-
tion area on Tuesday after-
noon. The police said the mis-
creants were involved in three
cases of loot/dacoity in
Maharajganj, Gorakhpur and
Siddharth Nagar besides sev-
eral other cases of crime.

About the recovered
revolver, Rajnish said he, along
with his aide Rahul, had stolen
it from Sitamarhi in Bihar. The
revolver is owned by Dr
Jagdish Prasad, who lost it in
a theft at his house in 2018.
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Lucknow (PNS): An FIR was
registered against Indian doc-
umentary filmmaker Leena
Manimekalai for the poster of
‘Kaali’ in which a woman
dressed as the Hindu goddess
is seen smoking. The case was
registered at the Hazratganj
police station in Lucknow on
the complaint of an advocate,
Ved Prakash Shukla.

The complainant said the
poster of the movie ‘Kaali’
released on social media has
hurt the religious sentiments of
a particular faith. Others
named in the FIR included film
editor Shrawan Onachan and
producer Asha Associates.

Shukla also stated in the
FIR lodged on July 4 that he
spotted the objectionable photo
of the Hindu goddess on social
media. “Locals and other
Twitter users were infuriated
over the movie poster which
could vitiate the atmosphere
and lead to a riot-like situation,”
Shukla said.

“Goddess Kaali is revered
by all of us but she is shown
smoking to hurt our religious
feelings,” he added. The police
said a probe was underway. 

The India-born Toronto-
based director shared the
poster of ‘Kaali’ on social media
on June 2. The woman in the
poster can also be seen holding
the pride flag of the LGBTQ
community. The poster was
released at the Canada Film
Festival. She has also been
booked for hurting religious
sentiments in New Delhi while
complaints against her have
also been lodged in other parts
of the country.
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The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment planted 25 crore

saplings in a single day on the
start of Van Mahotsav celebra-
tions on Tuesday. The feat was
completed five minutes before
6 pm.

In UP, the ‘Vriksharopan
Janandolan 2022’ for planta-
tion of 35 crore saplings, was
launched on Tuesday by
Governor Anandiben Patel in
Kukrail forest area.

In her address, the gover-
nor called upon people to
plant at least five saplings
each. She also suggested that
‘Nakshatra’ and ‘Rashi Van’ as
well as bonsai gardens and
‘Panchatantra’ vatikas be
established in the state.

The governor also sug-
gested that nature-based songs
and poems should be com-
posed for schoolchildren. The
governor was all praise for the
Amrit Sarovar Yojana and
cleanliness campaign in the
form of no single-use plastic
and called upon people to
ensure active cooperation in
these campaigns.

Folk singer Malini
Awasthi was declared the
brand ambassador of the tree
plantation campaign by the
Forest department. Ministers
Surya Pratap Shahi, KP Malik
and Mayor Sanyukta Bhatia

among others were present on
the occasion.

Highlighting the ill-effects
of climate change on agricul-

ture, need for tree plantation
and planting of local species
was stressed upon by
Agriculture Minister Surya

Pratap Shahi. 
Schoolchildren and NCC

cadets also participated in a
tree plantation campaign and

planted 2,000 saplings.
In the programme,

National Bamboo Mission,
Uttar Pradesh Forest
Corporation, Turtle Survival
Alliance, HCL Foundation
and Prithvi Innovation also
displayed their products at dif-
ferent stalls. The programme
was attended by PCCF Mamta
Sanjeev Dubey among others. 

Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
kick-started the massive plan-
tation in Chitrakoot on the
inaugural of Van Mahotsav
celebrations on Tuesday. He
emphasised on planting of
local species and their protec-
tion. The chief minister called
upon every section of the
society to participate in the
plantation campaign so that it
could become a mass move-
ment. He also called for plant-
ing more and more plants for
carbon sequestration to mit-
igate climate change. He sug-
gested preserving the ‘Matdar
Forest Block’ in its original
natural form in the name of
‘Kodand Van’. The CM  felic-
itated forest watcher and
nature lover Bhaiya Ram for
planting 40,000 saplings on 4
ha forest land and converting
it into a dense forest by his
hard work and dedication.
He was also presented a shawl
and a memento. In all 75 dis-
tricts of the state, 50 cabinet
ministers, ministers of state,
25 MPs and additional chief
secretaries, principal secre-
taries and other officers plant-
ed saplings.

Lucknow (PNS): In connec-
tion with the abduction and
torture of a city businessman
Mohan Vishwakarma, alleged-
ly masterminded by a GRP
constable, police arrested one
of the accused on Tuesday. He
was identified as Rahul (25) of
Bahraich. GRP constable Alok
Tiwari and others named in the
case are still on the lam.

The police said the team
conducted a raid at a used car
market in Vikrant Khand,
Gomti Nagar, and arrested the
accused, who confessed to his
crime. On July 2 night, Alok
Tiwari and his aides had
allegedly kidnapped car dealer

Mohan Vishwakarma outside
KGMU Trauma Centre in
Chowk and tortured him at a
garage in Vibhuti Khand.

Vishwakarma said he was
at the KGMU Trauma Centre
to visit his niece admitted
there. “She died around 6 pm.
I was standing at the gate when
Alok Tiwari and his aides
reached the scene in an SUV.
They later took me to a garage
where they thrashed me even
as I was on my knees with fold-
ed hands. They then took me
to the house of Sanjay Singh
where they demanded money
from me and threatened me
with dire consequences. They

demanded Rs 10 lakh,”
Vishwakarma had alleged.

'��	��'
A youth drowned in a dug-

out filled with rainwater in
Sohawan village in
Mohanlalganj police station
area on Tuesday. He, along with
his friends, had gone there for
some work. The deceased was
identified as Abhishek Pal (19)
of Aurangabad village in Bijnor
police station area. Reports
said Abhishek lost his balance
and fell into the dug-out. His
friends Shobhit and Aman
attempted to rescue him, 
but in vain.
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Three people ended their
lives in different parts of

the city in the last 24 hours.
A jobless youth ended his

life at his house in Aliganj
police station area on Monday
night. Identified as Rinku aka
Karan (32) of Ahibaranpur
locality in the area, he was
found hanging from the ceil-
ing with a dupatta tied around
his neck. The incident came
to light around 9 pm. The
police sent the body for
autopsy and started further
investigation.

Elsewhere in Aliganj, a
45-year-old security guard
ended his life on the interven-
ing night of July 4 and 5. He
was identified as Sanjay
Varma of Bada Chandganj.
He was found hanging from
the ceiling with a saree tied
around his neck. Police sus-
pected that he ended his life
over family bickering. 

Meanwhile, a 48-year-old
man ended his life in Nigoha
police station area on Tuesday.
He was identified as Ramphal
of Raghunath Khera. He was
staying all alone in the house.
Reports said he was found
hanging from a tree with a
gamchha tied around his neck.
Ramphal was said to be down
with some disease. The body
was sent for autopsy while fur-
ther investigation was under-
way.

Meanwhile, two people
were killed in separate road
mishaps in Alambagh and
Bijnor. In Alambagh, Gaurav
Gupta of LDA Colony (Sector

H) was hit by some speeding
vehicle at Loco crossing
around 10:30 pm on July 3.
Reports said Gaurav was
returning from his shop in
Aminabad. He was rushed to
Civil hospital where he was
declared dead.

In Bijnor, an unidentified
SUV hit a cyclist, identified as
Mithilesh Kumar Pandey of
Cantonment police station
area,  on July 3 night.
Mithilesh worked in Bijnor
and was returning home
when he met the mishap in
Sarwan Khera locality. He was
rushed to Lok Bandhu
Hospital where he died dur-
ing treatment. 

Meanwhile, a youth was
accused of forcing a woman of
another another faith for mar-
riage in Chinhat police station
area. The accused, identified
as Mohammed Saeed Sheikh
of Barabanki, earlier worked
as a carpenter at her father’s
shop in the area. “Saeed had
a nefarious design. He would
pass comments and try to trap
me in a love affair,” she
alleged. She said she con-
fronted him on his amorous
advances and it made him
furious. “He lost his cool and
threatened to defame me if I
turned down his marriage
proposal. He also abused me
and threatened to kill me,” she
alleged. Saeed was fired when
the girl’s father came to know
about his antics. It was alleged
that the police did not take
the case seriously and booked
the accused under Section
151 of CrPC for breach of
peace.
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Aman arrested in the
alleged dowry death case

of his daughter-in-law ended
his life inside a prison in
Mathura, jail officials claimed
on Tuesday. 

Jail  Superintendent
Brajesh Kumar Singh said
Hari Singh, who was a resident
of Mardaura under Baldeo
police station area, was in jail
since May 23, 2021, in connec-
tion with the alleged dowry
death of his daughter-in-law.

On Monday afternoon, he
hanged himself from a pillar
outside barrack number 7, he
said. Fellow inmates brought
him down and rushed him to
the jail hospital. He was
referred to the district hospi-
tal but he died on the way, the
superintendent said.

Hari’s son was also lodged
in the same jail. Before taking
the extreme steps, Hari spoke
to his daughter over the phone.
The family members claimed
that he was upset as the
charges against him were fab-
ricated. As he lost hope of get-
ting justice, he decided to end
his life, the bereaved family

members claimed. A case was
registered in this regard and
the body was sent for autop-
sy.

Meanwhile in Jaunpur,
three people died on the spot
after a tempo they were trav-
elling in was hit by a speeding
truck on the Varanasi-
Lucknow Highway in
Badlapur Kotwali area on
Tuesday morning.

The police sent the bodies
for autopsy. On the basis of the
driving licence recovered from
the pocket of a victim, the
police identified him as Parvez
Akhtar of Rewasa police sta-
tion in Chandauli. The iden-
tities of two other victims
could not be ascertained.

In another mishap in
Sambhal, a speeding truck hit
the bike of a senior section
officer of the Electricity
department. He and a local
boy who hitched a ride on the
bike died on the spot. The sec-
tion officer (Tanda) was
returning home from his
workplace in Khaspur village.
On the way, he gave a lift to a
local boy. As they moved
ahead, a speeding truck hit the
bike.

2	��	�(������	�
����
(�$	����

=����		���������
��	(������������
���������$����!���

��
�� �������

In a shocking incident, a property dealer was
killed allegedly by his close friend over some

money dispute in Gorakhpur. The victim was shot
on Monday evening and he succumbed to injuries
on Tuesday morning. Police registered a case in this
regard and sent the body for autopsy. A manhunt
was launched for the accused who is said to have
absconded.

Reports said that Rohit Singh of Kotwali area
in Gorakhpur, was into property dealing with his
friend Kajal Mishra. Both had a dispute over a
money transaction. It was alleged that on Monday
evening, both had a heated exchange during which
Kajal Mishra whipped out a pistol and shot Rohit
before fleeing the scene. Rohit was taken to BRD
Medical College but doctors referred him to
KGMU Trauma Centre. Rohit was brought to
Lucknow late on Monday night but he suc-
cumbed on Tuesday morning.  

Meanwhile, in a bizarre case in Mainpuri, a
man who was called for counselling in connection
with another case, lost his temper and beat up a
cop inside the police station compound. According
to the police, the accused was mentally ill and was
called in connection with a domestic violence case.

ASP of Mainpuri Madhuvan Kumar said, “The
accused was called following a complaint of
domestic violence. He beat up a police officer inside
the police station. As per his family, he suffers from
mental illness. We will take that into account if they
produce supporting documents.”

The accused has been booked and detained.
A video of the accused attacking the police also
went viral on Tuesday.
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The School of Telemedicine and

Biomedical Informatics (STBMI),
Sanjay Gandhi Post-Graduate Institute
of Medical Sciences (SGPGIMS), is a
fully equipped telemedicine centre in
India supported by the Uttar Pradesh
government and Union Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare. STBMI
under National Medical College
Network (NMCN) coordinated
‘Digital India Week’ 2022’ with
ERNET-India for live transmission of
tele-education sessions. The ‘Digital
India Week, 2022’ was inaugurated by
Prime Minister  Narendra Modi at
Gandhi Nagar in Gujarat. In this pro-
gramme, 50 medical colleges under
National Medical College Network
(NMCN) and 52 state medical colleges
of Uttar-Pradesh were connected
using National Knowledge Network
(NKN). “Around 50 lectures from
eminent doctors are planned to be
delivered by the various medical col-
leges/super specialty institution till
July 6,” a doctor said.
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Uttam Singh, a student of City

Montessori School, Kanpur Road,
has been offered
admission for
higher education
by four universi-
ties of Australia
and the United
States of America.
The University of
New South Wales,

the University of Adelaide and RMIT
of Australia besides Arizona State
University of the United States of
America have offered him admission
for undergraduate course. Uttam
credited his teachers in City
Montessori School and conducive
environment in the school for his
achievement.

��
��
MD and

CEO of Union
Bank of India A.
Manimekhalai
will be in
Lucknow on
Wednesday (July
6). During her
maiden visit, she
will carry out the
CSR activity of the bank, review the
business of various zones and also
share the future strategies with senior
officials.
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To keep the pharmaceutical edu-

cation and translational R&D aligned
with the recent trends around the
world, the Scientific Advisory Board
of the Institute of Pharmaceutical
Sciences has been constituted with
globally acclaimed eminent personal-
ities from national and international
prestigious centres of excellence, aca-
demic institutions and pharmaceuti-
cal industries. The board is approved
by Vice-Chancellor of Lucknow
University Prof Alok Kumar Rai.
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City Crime Branch squad
arrested Hazi Wasi, the

financer of June 3 violence and
mastermind Hayat Zafar
Hashmi from Lucknow on
Tuesday. Hazi Wasi is a big
builder and invests money in
Hayat’s activities. Wasi was
brought to Kanpur and being
quizzed by the Crime Branch
cops. Mastermind of June 3
violence Hayat Zafar Hashmi
is the national president of
MMA Jauhar Fans Association.
It may be recalled that during
the Kanpur violence, names of
three prime accused had come
to fore which included the
mastermind Hayaz Zafar
Hashmi who had already been
arrested on June 5. During
quizzing, he had informed
that apart from derogatory
comments of BJP spokesper-
son Nupur Sharma, there were
certain other reasons behind
the Kanpur violence which
included the malintention of

builders Hazi Wasi and
Mukhtar Baba for securing
unauthorised possession on
Chandreshwar Hata of Nai
Sarak. They, in fact, wanted to
secure possession on the hous-
es of Hindu residents by
spreading terror among them.
There were reports that on ear-

lier occasions also, both these
builders had been responsible
for the migration of Hindu
families from the
Chandreshwar Hata in the
past. All the three accused
used to take help of D-2 gang
members for spreading terror.
In June 3 violence also, hench-

men of D-2 gang were also
involved. Hayat also informed
the police that the funds invest-
ed in June 3 violence was
arranged by Mukhtar Baba,
builder Hazi Wasi and their
accomplices. A few days ago,
the then chief inquiry officer of
SIT ACP Tripurari Pandey
had arrested Mukhtar Baba
and sent him to jail while the
third accused Hazi Wasi was
running at large since then.
Police had obtained the non-
bailable  warrant against Hazi
Wasi from the court three
days ago itself. Besides, police
had already arrested Wasi’s
son Abdul Rehman and sent
him to jail.  Police
Commissioner Vijay Singh
Meena said on a tip off, the city
crime branch squad arrested
the builder Hazi Wasi from
Lucknow on Tuesday. He was
immediately brought to
Kanpur for quizzing regarding
his involvement in June 3 vio-
lence, he said. 
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An elderly couple was hacked to death
in Barra police station area late on

Monday night. Their profusely-bleeding
bodies were recovered on Tuesday morn-
ing. Police and forensic team carried out
investigation. Munna Lal Uttam (62), a
native of Prempur, Sarsaul (Maharajpur)
was employed in Field Gun Factory. He
was living in his own house in Dabauli of
Barra-2 with wife Ramdevi (58), son
Vipin Uttam and daughter Akanksha,
adopted by him from his younger broth-
er Ram Prakash, for the past around 25
years. Vipin informed that around 8.30
pm on Monday the family had consumed
pomegranate juice. 

Thereafter, he felt dizzy and went to
sleep in his room on the first floor. On
the ground floor, father was lying on the
floor while mother and sister were sleep-
ing on bed in the room on the backside.
Around 2.30 am sister Akanksha cried
and informed about the murder of her
parents. She said three unidentified per-
sons had entered the house and shut her
mouth with a piece of cloth. They had a
big sharp-edged weapon with them. He
immediately went down down and found

the profusely-bleeding bodies of his par-
ents with their throats slit with a sharp-
edged weapon. 

He immediately called neighbour
Vivek there and apprised him about the
incident. Later, on the information of
police control room, Barra police along
with ADCP Manish Chandra Somkar and
ACP Govind Nagar Vikas Pandey reached
the spot. Meanwhile,  Police
Commissioner Vijay Singh Meena, other
officers and field unit also reached there.
Police sent Akanksha for a medical

examination and quizzed Vipin in a
park for about one hour. 

From the CCTV footage installed in
the locality, police found a youth enter-
ing the house. Efforts were on to identi-
fy him. Police were also quizzing the son
and daughter of the deceased. Vipin
lodged an FIR against his two brothers-
in-law and one unidentified person.
Field Unit and local police have gathered
some important evidences during inves-
tigations and claimed to workout the case
soon. 
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Professor Abhay Karandikar,
Director, IIT Kanpur, while

speaking on the vision of IIT
Kanpur in setting up the
Gangwal School of Medical
Science and Technology and
various Centres of Excellence
on the campus on Tuesday
stressed upon the relevance of
medical technology in advanc-
ing modern healthcare in par-
ticular and the need for self-
reliance in making quality
healthcare services affordable
and accessible to the masses. 

He praised the IIT-K for
organising the workshop which
shed light on government poli-
cies, growth of telemedicine
and AI in healthcare and the
need for futuristic strategies.

The workshop was inaugu-
rated by Dr RS Sharma, CEO,
National Health Authority,
Government of India, who
enlightened the participants
on the activities undertaken at
the national level to facilitate
rapid adoption on digital tech-
nologies for health in the care
delivery pathway ensuring uni-
versal access to health care ser-
vices. Earlier in the session,
Prof Ashutosh Sharma, former
Secretary DST and currently
Professor at IIT Kanpur wel-
comed the chief guest, digni-
taries, invited speakers and
participants. The event was
virtual and hosted a number of
digital health policymakers
from the government, telemed-
icine practitioners from both
public and corporate hospitals,
and academics from technolog-
ical institutions across the
country and overseas. 

The scientific sessions were
divided into three sections,
the first section covered
detailed deliberation on policy
and procedures on digital
health by Vikram Pagaria from

National Health Authority. The
second section covered
telemedicine technology and its
applications in various domains
like radiology, pathology,
surgery and ophthalmology as
practised in public and corpo-
rate hospitals. Details about the
National Telemedicine System
using e-Sanjeevani was present-
ed by C-DAC, Mohali in detail.
The future plan of development
of Version 2.0 of e-Sanjeevani
was announced which will
have options of integration of
third party medical devices, in
particular, point-of-care diag-
nostics based on IoT technol-
ogy. 

The third section focused
on application of artificial intel-
ligence addressing its usage in
remote patient monitoring in
ICU setting, mental health,
rural telehealth care system
etc.

The concluding round
table had a brainstorming ses-
sion involving invited experts
in addition to the session
experts, to develop strategy
and vision of developing action
plan in the upcoming centres
of excellence in telemedicine
and AI. 

The workshop highlighted

the necessity of telemedicine
and AI in the health system in
the country and discussions
also catered to how the govern-
ment policies over the past cou-
ple of years led by the National
Health Authority had paved
path for changing Indian
healthcare through the
advancement of AI and
telemedicine in healthcare.

Over a score of speakers
underlined the need for the
work plan to transform the dig-
ital structure in the rural areas
and this they claimed was pos-
sible on developing telemedi-
cine to provide quality health-
care services locally and at
lower costs. Artificial intelli-
gence played a significant role
in diagnostics and digital
healthcare solutions. AI-based
systems in performing medical
work in specialisations, includ-
ing radiology and pathology,
are becoming increasingly
prevalent and desirable in pre-
ventative medicine in the
healthcare domain. 

Digital pathology played a
vital role in deep learning for
identifying the target of inter-
est and the nature of diagnos-
tics had rapidly changed owing
to an explosion in the availabil-
ity of patient data for disease
diagnosis.

Digital technologies in
current surgical practices and
key concepts and techniques
within AI that were driving
innovation across industries
were discussed.

AI had the potential to
revolutionise the way surgery
was taught and practiced with
the future optimised for the
highest quality patient care. 

The workshop concluded
with special emphasis on the
guidelines for the futuristic
activities at the Centres of
Excellence on Telemedicine
and Artificial Intelligence.
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Bharatiya Janata Party  (BJP)
MP Satya Dev Pachauri

while inaugurating the tree
plantation drive at Mahila
Mahavidyalaya, on Tuesday
said  environment affected the
daily routine in an indirect
manner and also cautions
every second that there was
need to create awareness
among masses to save the
Mother Earth. He said the
drive was an effort to plant
more and more trees and to
create more awareness for
forestry as well.

Addressing the gathering
Mahila Mahavidyalaya princi-
pal Anju Chaudhary said tree
plantation drives combat many
environmental issues like
deforestation, erosion of soil,
desertification in semi-arid
areas, global warming and
hence enhancing the beauty
and balance of the environ-
ment. She said trees absorb
harmful gases and emit oxygen
resulting in an increase in
oxygen supply. She said there
were four major benefits of tree
plantation--social benefits,
communal benefits, environ-
mental benefits and econom-
ic benefits. She said it will not
be wrong to state that trees
made life better and it had
been shown that spending
time among trees and green
spaces reduced the amount of
stress that one carried around
within daily lives.

She said hospital patients
had been shown to recover
from surgery more quickly
when their hospital room

offered a view of trees. She said
children had been shown to
retain more of the information
taught in schools if they spent
some of their time outdoors in
green spaces. She said trees
were often planted as living
memorials or reminders of
loved ones or to commemorate
significant events in our lives.
She said through careful plan-
ning trees can be an asset to
entire community. She said
trees offer many environmen-
tal benefits. It reduced the
urban heat island effect
through evaporative cooling
and reducing the amount of
sunlight that reached build-
ings. She said trees also
improved air quality by filter-
ing harmful dust and pollu-
tants such as ozone, carbon
monoxide and sulfur dioxide
from the air one breathed.
She said trees reduced the
amount of storm water runoff,
which reduced erosion and

pollution in our waterways
and may reduce the effects of
flooding. She said umpteen
species of wildlife depended on
trees for habitat and they pro-
vided food, protection and
homes for many birds and
mammals.

Addressing the gathering
NCO Richa Chibber said
urban tree planting initiatives
were being actively promoted
as a planning tool to enable
urban areas to adapt to and
mitigate against climate
change, enhance urban sus-
tainability and improve human
health and well-being.  She said
but opportunities for creating
new areas of green space with-
in cities were often limited and
tree planting initiatives may be
constrained to roadside loca-
tions. Dr Mohini Agarwal, Dr
Meera Tripathi,  Dr Anushka
Verma, Dr Nishi Singh and Dr
Vandana Sharma spoke on the
occasion.  
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State Minister for Animal
Husbandry and Dairy

Development Dharam Pal
Singh while planting tree at
Kanpur Zoological Gardens
on Tuesday said the purpose of
the plantation drive was to
educate school students and
also the people about the
importance of growing trees
and to acquaint them with the
various new techniques of nur-
turing trees. 

He said when trees were
planted it was not just  a
sapling but a great positive atti-
tude to counter pollution
through trees.He said trees
were essentially the livestock of
humankind and other living

organisms and they had
unconditionally provided food,
oxygen and many other neces-
sities for human sustainability,
such as shelter, medicines,
tools and many more.  

He said with such rich
values and importance they
were being cut down eliminat-
ing any kind of life around the
area. 

He said with each passing
day, the relevance and impor-
tance of planting trees had only
increased and it had to be a
combined mission of all
mankind to plant more trees in
order to save our ailing plan-
et. Singh said trees had given
us the gift of life’s essentials,
such as food and oxygen he
said as one evolved and start-

ed having modern problems,
trees yet remained the same
but catered to modern prob-
lems as well.  

He said trees can cut down
on energy and conserve a lot of
electricity if planted in the right
place and they provide the
richest oxygen available in the
atmosphere. 

He said there was an
imperative need to respect
Mother Nature and value the
great advantages that trees
blessed us with every day.  

Later he took part in the
tree plantation drive at Gas
Plant premises, Sarimeeta,
under the Kanpur Nagar
Nigam. Under his supervision
a total of 40,000 saplings of dif-
ferent varieties were planted.  
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Senior scientist of the Chandra
Shekhar Azad University of

Agriculture and Technology
(CSAUA&T), Dr Ashok Kumar while
launching a tree plantation drive in
Dileep Nagar on Tuesday said one of
the primary functions of trees was to
consume CO2 from the atmosphere
and release oxygen to it through the
process of photosynthesis.  He said our
forests were responsible for 35 per cent
of the oxygen used by the Earth’s
inhabitants, soil stabilisation, flood
control, fresh water purification and
cooling the planet.He said Urban
Green Infrastructure (UGI) and
nature-based solutions were increas-
ingly recognised as strategies to
address urban sustainability chal-

lenges.  He said these solutions were
attracting key scientific and market-
ing attention thanks to their capabil-
ity to improve indoor and outdoor
thermal comfort and environmental
quality of spaces. 

Dr Kumar said nowadays, a topic
with increasing relevance was how an
outdoor space affected physical, phys-
iological and psychological well-being.
He said the varsity had decided to
ensure maximum tree plantation not
on the campus but at the adopted cen-
tres as well. He said green urban areas
facilitate physical activity and relax-
ation and form a refuge from noise.
He said  trees produce oxygen and
help filter out harmful air pollution,
including airborne particulate matter. 

He highlighted the impact of tree
plantation and biodiversity conserva-

tion in the academic performance and
achievement of students.  He said CSA
had carried out umpteen research on
ways to improve environmental
health. He said there were 10 simple
way in which one can protect the
Mother Earth. He said the top place
was always given to tree plantation. He
said one needs to reduce, reuse and
recycle wastes and cut down on what
one discarded.  

He said there was also a need to
create awareness  and also to educate
and conserve water.

The team then planted over 50
saplings and had decided to ensure
that the drive continued all through
the month of July. Dr Shashikant, Dr
Khalil Khan,  Dr AK Singh,  Dr
Mithilesh Verma and  Dr Nimisha
Awasthi took part in the drive. 
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Vice-Chairman of Kanpur
Development Authority (KDA)

Arvind Singh inaugurated the tree plan-
tation drive by planting saplings of
amla and mango at Phoolbagh Park on
Tuesday. In his brief address, he high-
lighted the importance of plants in
one’s life which, along with human
beings, also benefit the animals and
birds. 

These also help in maintaining clean
and pollution-free environment, he
added. KDA PRO Shashi Bhushan Rai
said there was a target to plant 7,500
saplings in Phoolbagh Park which main-
ly included the plants of mango (amra-
pali and mallika), amla, jatropha,
Chandni etc. 
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Kanpur (PNS): President of
Uttar Pradesh Rail Yatri Kalyan
Samanvaya Samiti (UPRYKSS)
Rajesh Kumar Shukla has
demanded reinstatement of
railway fare concession as
allowed during pre-Covid peri-
od and creation of new stop-
pages at some small railway
stations to facilitate the passen-
gers. In his memorandum sent
to the Union Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw, Shukla said
the concession in railway fare
allowed to senior citizens, jour-
nalists, players and students
during pre-Covid period be
restored forthwith. This was
lying suspended for the past
around two years due to lock-

down.  He demanded the stop-
page of 12451 and 12452
Shram Shakti Express run-
ning between New Delhi and
Kanpur at Ghaziabad and
Govindpuri (Kanpur) also as
around 80 per cent passengers
travelling in these trains were
employed in Noida, Greater
Noida and Ghaziabad and they
had to return from New Delhi
to the point of their job daily.
Likewise, 12033 Kanpur-New
Delhi Shatabdi Express be
stopped at Aligarh also.
Besides, 12419/12420 Gomti
Express and 15205/15206
Jabalpur Express be stopped at
Govindpuri station to facilitate
the passengers. 
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In a sensational incident, a
youth identified as Babua

Tiwari was shot dead in a dis-
pute over Yajamani in Arail
area of Naini in Prayagraj on
Tuesday. One of Babua's asso-
ciates, Lavkush, also sustained
bullet injuries in the firing
who have been admitted to
Swarooprani Nehru Hospital.
On the receipt of information,
police reached the spot and
took stock of the situation.
Police have also launched a
manhunt to nab the attackers. 

It is being said about this
incident that Babua Tiwari,
who lives in Arail area, was
having a dispute with other
purohits regarding Yajamani. In
the same dispute, an argument
ensued between him and
another party again on
Tuesday. When the dispute
escalated near Sacha Baba

Ashram, the other side opened
fire. Babua and his accomplice
Lavkush were injured due to
bullet injuries. After some time
the police reached the spot and
sent both of them to the hos-
pital, where Babua died.

On the other hand,
enraged over the borad day
light murder, locals created a
furor in Arail area. Police,
however, had to make a hectif
effort in bringing the situation
under control. . A police team
has been pressed into service in
search of the attackers.

Although, the Prayagraj
Police is trying to curb crime
in Sangamnagari, but incidents
like murder and robbery are
escalating manifold with each
passing day.. A tirth purohit
was shot dead over an issue
related to Yajmani at Arail
Ghat under Naini police station
area. It may be pointed out here
that while the police was

engaged in resolving the issue
of hurling bomb near the Bade
Hanuman temple premises
which took place late on
Monday night, in the mean-
while in Arail of Naini police
station area, Teerthpurohit
Babua Tiwari died in the firing.
Along with this, Babua Tiwari's
partner Lavkush is injured. It
has been learned that there was
a dispute between two parties
regarding Yajmani, due to
which the murder has taken
place.

Babua Tiwari (25) was shot
dead in Sacha Baba Nagar on
Tuesday in a dispute over
Yajamani. 

He was going to collect the
goods with his associate
Lavkush, when both of them
were surrounded and opened
fire. In this Babua died and his
associate Lavkush was seri-
ously injured. He has been
admitted to SRN Hospital.
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Prayagraj (PNS): Majority of the
final year students of the depart-
ment of  Computer Science &
Information Technology, of Sam
Higginb ottom Univers ity  of
Agriculture, Technology & Sciences
(SHUATS) are placed in various pio-
neer companies.  The Dean of
Vaughan Institute of Agricultural
Engineer ing  and Technolog y
(VIAET) ,  the  Direc tor  of
Directorate Career Planning &

Counselling (DCPC) and the Head
of the Department, congratulated all
the final year students who were
hired  by  var ious  f i rms .  The
Directorate of Placement conduct-
ed various online and offline based
placement drives and more oppor-
tunities are now accessible for
Computer Science students.

This year Stay in Front and PIE
Infocomm Pvt. Ltd. recruited 15
final year students of B.Tech,

Computer Science & Engineering,
BCA and MCA programmes of the
Department of Computer Science &
I.T. Similarly renowned software
companies HCL, HP, TCS, Wipro,
J.P. Morgan, Byju’s and Infosys have
provided jobs to 10 students with
attractive packages. The hiring sea-
son is still in full swing, with inter-
views and exams being held on a
regular basis even for pass out
graduate batches.
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Prayagraj (PNS): Nirbhay Dubey, a close
sewak of Akhil Bharatiya Akhara Parishad
President late Mahant Narendra Giri and for-
mer student union vice-president of Allahabad
University, was attacked with a crude bomb near
the Hanuman temple premises late on Monday
night. An atmosphere of panic prevailed all
around due to the bombing near the temple
premises. Several people were injured in the late
night bombings and firing. Nirbhay Dubey, asso-

ciated with the Mutt Baghambari Gaddi, said
that he was near Hanuman temple at around 10
pm on Monday night. 
He was talking to some students near Bhaiya ji
Dalbhat camp located there that suddenly four
bike-borne attackers attacked with bombs and
bullets.

Five people, including three students, were
injured in a bombing near the Bade Hanuman
temple in Sangam on Monday night
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Regional Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) president

Mahesh Chand Srivastava said
that during his visit to his par-
liamentary constituency, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will
give a gift of 45 projects worth
about �1,812 crore on July 7.
Talking to the reporters at
Circuit House here on Tuesday,
Srivastava said that in the man-
ner a large number of projects
were launched by the PM dur-
ing the last eight years, Kashi
model of development has
attracted the attention of the
entire world. He said that in
this mythological city by main-
taining its original and tradi-
tional shape, modernised infra-
structural development was
done and the process has con-
tinued. ‘The Banarasis are lucky
that they have elected an MP
who has not only become the
PM of the country but also
helped India increase its digni-
ty across the world by emerg-
ing as a powerful nation,’ he
added.  According to him, the

PM has put a lot of focus on
infrastructure development in
the city, resulting in the trans-
formation of its landscape. The
primary focus of this endeav-
our has been enhancing ease of
living for the people. Taking
another step in this direction,
during the programme at Dr
Sampurnanand Sports
Stadium, Sigra, the PM will
inaugurate projects worth over
�590 crore. Among these are
multiple initiatives under
Varanasi Smart City and Urban
Projects, including re-develop-
ment of Namo Ghat in Phase-
I along with construction of
bathing jetty; conversion of
diesel and petrol engines of 500
boats into CNG; redevelop-

ment of Kameshwar Mahadev
ward of Old Kashi and over 600
EWS flats constructed in village
Harahua, Dasepur; new
Vending Zone and urban place
prepared under Lahartara-
Chowkaghat Flyover; tourist
facility and market complex at
Dashashwamedh Ghat; and
33/11 KV Substation at Nagwa
under IPDS Work Phase-3.

He further informed that
the PM will also inaugurate
various projects related to
improvement of sewerage and
water supply in the district;
synthetic athletic track and
synthetic basketball court in Dr
Bhim Rao Ambedkar Sports
Complex, Bada Lalpur and
various police and safety fire

projects including non-resi-
dential police station building
at Sindhaura, construction of
hostel rooms, barracks in Mirza
Murad, Cholapur, Jansa and
Kapsethi police stations and
building of Fire Extinguisher
Centre in Pindra.

Besides, during his visit,
Modi will also lay the founda-
tion stone of projects worth
more than � 1200 crore. To give
a fillip to tourism in the region,
the PM will lay foundation
stone of multiple projects
including development work of
Sarnath Buddhist Circuit under
World Bank aided UP Pro-
Poor tourism development
project, construction of Paavan
Path for Asht Vinakaya,
Dwadash Jyotirling Yatra, Asht
Bhairav, Nav Gauri Yatra,
tourism development work of
five stoppages in Panchkosi
Parikrama Yatra Marg and
tourism development various
wards in Old Kashi. Besides,
Modi will also lay the founda-
tion of Phase-1 of redevelop-
ment works of Sports Stadium
at Sigra, he added.
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City president of Congress
Party Raghvendra

Chaubey on Tuesday accused
the BJP-led Government for
misusing the power during the
last 100 days and said that the
claim of achievements made by
the CM in his second term is
nothing but a lie and propagan-
da.

Talking to the presspersons
at the party office in Maidagin,
here, Chaubey blamed that the
state government weakened
the democracy and
Constitution during the last
100 days of its second term and

the failure of the government
would be written in black let-
ter. The law and order situation
has collapsed, the criminals are
roaming freely and the number
of unemployment is increasing
day by day but the government
is busy making false claims of
progress and development, he
said.

The sewerage system in the
parliamentary constituency of
the Prime Minister has virtu-
ally collapsed and a single rain
exposed the tall claim of the
development of city despite
the maximum ministers of
state government belong to
the city, he blamed, adding that

the 100 days of second term of
BJP-led government would be
known for the increasing injus-
tice, crime & corruption and
propaganda.

The state secretary of
Youth Congress, Chanchal
Sharma said that the insensi-
tiveness of the state govern-
ment towards the matters relat-
ed to youths is not in the
interest of state and added that
the central government was
making injustice by announc-
ing the recruitment of youths
in armed forces just for four
years. 

The government is in fact
playing with the future of

youths and it should roll back
the Agnipath recruitment
scheme in the larger interest of
youths, he demanded.

The BJP-led Government
has always cheated the youths
in the name of providing jobs
and the youths were sent to jail
when they raised their voices
for their rights, he blamed
asserting that the government
at Centre as well as in the state
are completely insensitive par-
ticularly youths.

The vice-president of the
city unit of the party Fasahat
Hussein and other party lead-
ers were also present on the
occasion.  
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Preparations are going on in
full swing at Dr

Sampurnanand Sports Stadium
(Sigra) where the Prime
Minister (PM) Narendra Modi
will address a public meeting
on Thursday late afternoon
apart from inaugurating and
laying the foundation stone of
multiple projects worth over �
1,800 crore. Final touches are
also being given at LT College
premises where Modi will inau-
gurate the Akshay Patra, a
centralised kitchen, which has
a capacity of cooking mid day
meals for around one lakh stu-
dents. Between these two pro-
grammes, around 2.45 pm, the
PM will visit the Rudraksh
Convention Centre near Sigra
Stadium to inaugurate Akhil

Bhartiya Shiksha Samagam on
implementation of the National
Education Policy (NEP).

Meanwhile, Air Force heli-
copters came here and they did
the rehearsal by landing at the
Police Lines helipad. Besides,
the team of Special Protection
Group (SPG) has already
arrived here and the officers
visited all the venues where the
PM is scheduled to visit during
his stay in his parliamentary
constituency. Hectic prepara-
tions are going on both inside
and outside of Sigra Stadium to
make all the arrangements
complete prior to the arrival of
Modi.

As per the programme,
the PM will land at Lal Bahadur
Shastri International Airport,
Babatpur by his special plane
and then go to the Police Lines

in a helicopter. From there he
will reach LT College to inau-
gurate the Akshaya Patra and
then reach Rudraksh to inau-
gurate three-day Akhil Bhartiya
Shiksha Samagam to be organ-
ised by the Ministry of
Education. 

It will provide a platform to
eminent academicians, policy
makers and academic leaders
to deliberate and share their
experiences and to discuss the
roadmap for effective imple-
mentation of NEP- 2020.

The event is being organ-
ised as part of capacity build-
ing of more than 300 academ-
ic, administrative and institu-
tional leaders from universities
(central, state, deemed, private),
institutes of national impor-
tance (IITs, IIMs, NITs, IISERs)
from all over the country.

Various stakeholders would
present progress of implemen-
tation of NEP in their respec-
tive institutions and will also
share noteworthy implementa-
tion strategies, best practices
and success stories. 

Panel discussions on nine
themes identified for higher
education under NEP-2020
will be conducted. These
themes are multidisciplinary
and holistic education; skill
development and employabil-
ity; research, innovation and
entrepreneurship; capacity
building of teachers for quali-
ty education; quality, ranking
and accreditation; digital
empowerment and online edu-
cation; equitable and inclusive
education; Indian knowledge
system; and internationalisa-
tion of higher education.
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In wake of the arrival of
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi in the city on July 7, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
arrived here on Tuesday to
inspect all the preparations
and arrangements. While
inspecting the ongoing work in
full swing at Dr Sampurnanand
Sports Stadium (Sigra) where
the PM is scheduled to address
a public meeting apart from
inaugurating and laying the
foundation stones of 45 pro-
jects worth about �1,812 crore,
Yogi directed the officers to
complete all the arrangements
and works on time and no lax-
ity should be tolerated in this
direction.

The CM landed at the
Police Lines helipad where
senior officers and Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) leaders wel-
comed him. Later, he reached
Circuit House in a car and held
a meeting with the administra-
tive and police officers to dis-
cuss the projects to be inaugu-
rated. 

He also asked the details
about the project whose foun-
dation stones to be laid by the
PM during his visit to his par-
liamentary constituency.

Later, the CM reached
Rudraksh Convention Centre
where the PM is scheduled to
address three-day Akhil
Bharatiya Shiksha Samagam

and then reached Sigra
Stadium where he stayed for
some time to make all the
arrangements. During his stay
there, he gave several instruc-
tions to the officers to make the
proposed programme a grand
success. The PM will give all
the projects during the meet-
ing. The PM will also inaugu-
rate Akshay Patra Kitchen at LT
College premises where the
CM had inspected the arrange-
ments and this centralised
kitchen a few days ago during
his last visit to the city.

Later, the CM also reached
Kashi Vishwanath temple and

offered prayers there. Though
the visit of PM to Kashi
Vishwanath temple is not con-
firmed but he may visit there to
see the progress of ongoing
projects in his ‘dream project’
Shri Kashi Vishwanath Dham
(Corridor). The CM  was
accompanied by UP Culture
and Tourism Minister and
Minister In-charge of the dis-
trict Jaiveer Singh, Mahant
Santosh Das of Satua Baba
Ashram and other ministers
and officers.

In the review meeting at
Circuit House UP Minister
Ravindraa Jaiswal, former min-

ister Dr Neelkanth Tiwari,
MLAs Dr Awadhesh Singh
and T Ram, Mayor Mridula
Jaiswal, Divisional
Commissioner Deepak
Agrawal, ADG (Zone)
Ramkumar, IG (Range) K
Satyanarayana, Commissioner
of Police A Satish Ganesh,
District Magistrate Kaushal
Raj Sharma, Vice Chairperson
of Varanasi Development
Authority Isha Duhan,
Municipal Commissioner
Pranay Singh, Chief
Development Officer Abhishek
Goyal and many others were
also present.
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DM Praveen Kumar Laxkar
flagged off the crop insur-

ance awareness van from the
Collectorate on Monday.
Addressing the gathering he
said the van will go to all 12
blocks of the district and
through audio will publicise the
schemes launched for farmers
and describe benefits of crop
insurance. He said the farmer
who is not interested in crop
insurance had to inform the
banks concerned in writing and
no premium will be deducted
from his loan amount. He said
to get the facility of crop insur-
ance the last date was July 31
and for that purpose crop
insurance awareness pro-
gramme was on. The DM dis-
tributed letters to farmers to get

compensation of last year.
Deputy Director Agriculture
Ashok Upadhyay and represen-
tative of HDFC crop insurance
scheme were also present along
with farmers. Meanwhile DM
Praveen Kumar Laxkar
addressed a programme to
honour the teachers for their
appreciable work to keep the
basic schools neat and clean.
Eight teachers Neel Kant
Pandey, Madhurima Singh,
Durga Singh, Prem Veer, Ravi
Kant Dwivedi, Jyoti Prakash
Pandey, Pramod Yadav and
Balwant were honoured with
appreciation letters. The village
pradhans who provided full
support to schools under
Kayakalp scheme and hon-
oured were Madhu Singh, M
Devi, Parwati Devi, Rashmi
Patel, Rinki Singh and Vijay

Bahadur Maurya. On the occa-
sion another 19 were also hon-
oured for their positive perfor-
mance in different categories
during evaluation. The pro-
gramme was also attended by
CDO Srilaxmi VS, DPRO
Arvind Kumar and BSA
Gautam Prasad.

TAKES CHARGE: The
new SP Santosh Kumar Mishra
took charge on Monday. After
coming to the district the SP
first of all visited Vindhyachal,
paid obeisance to Goddess
Vindhyavasini and became
aware with security arrange-
ments at the place. From
Vindhyachal the SP directly
came to SP office and took over
the charge. During introduc-
tion meeting held at Police
Lines meeting hall the SP
directed to make all security

arrangements in view of
Kanwar Yatra and Bakrid. He
became aware with the sensi-
tive issues of the district and
gave tips to the officials con-
cerned. At midnight the SP
went for patrolling and at
Bharuhna police outpost he
checked the response time of
the police officers concerned.

INSPECTED: EO Nagar
Palika Parishad (NPP) Angad
Gupta inspected the garbage
dumping site in Taand village
on Monday. He found one
machine of waste disposal cen-
tre was lying non-operational.
He directed the working agency
to keep all the machines run-
ning and dispose of all the
garbage dumped at the site. 

The EO inspected the
water treatment plant at Lanka
Ki Pahadi. 
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UP Deputy Chief Minister
Brajesh Pathak inaugurat-

ed the Van Mahotsav on
Tuesday at Kanihar in Jhunsi
area of Prayagraj . 

Pathak planted Trigatra
(Banyan, Peepal, Pakad) amidst
chanting of vedic mantras in
the Kanihar Van Mahotsav.
Along with him, MPs , MLAs
and officials also planted

saplings . Around 11 hundred
saplings were planted in
Kanihar  rest 80 lakh more
saplings will be planted during
a three-day campaign.

A three - day massive tree
plantation campaign started
in Prayagraj district from
Tuesday. Around 50 lakh
saplings were planted on the
first day. The target of Prayagraj
district is to plant 80 lakh
saplings this time. Anil Kumar,

the nodal officer nominated by
the government for the planta-
tion campaign and the city
development secretary , man-
aging director of Jal Nigam, had
reviewed the preparations on
Monday. They  visited many
places and took stock of the pit
dug for plantation . DM Sanjay
Kumar Khatri and CDO Shipu
Giri also took stock of the
venue and other places at
Kanihar.

On Tuesday , maximum
saplings were planted in
Yamunapar. Plantation will be
done in 21 pockets of 20
hectares in Bara , Shankargarh
, Meja and Koraon . More
than four thousand saplings
will be planted in each village.
Through this plantation, efforts
are being made to bring
greenery in the areas facing
drought and drinking water
crisis.
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Deputy CM and Medical
Health Minister Brajesh

Pathak, who reached Prayagraj
to launch the plantation cam-
paign, also reached the house
of late Dr. Deependra Singh in
Allapur to offer condolences.

Deputy Chief Minister
Brajesh Pathak met his wife Dr.
Abha and expressed grief. He
also consoled the family mem-
bers and said that the one who
made a delay or mistake in the
transfer would not be spared at
all . The government will get it
investigated. It is noteworthy
that after the death of Dr.
Dipendra, his transfer order
came while he was pleading for
transfer for a long time. When
this matter aggravated, the
Deputy CM also came to know
about it.

The Deputy CM assured
Dr. Deependra's wife Dr. Abha
Singh of regular adjustment
and posting in Prayagraj. He
said that if this matter had
come to my notice earlier, this
tragic incident would not have
happened. The Deputy CM
expressed affection by hug-
ging Divyansh, the elder son of
Dr. Deependra and told

Divyansh that now he had a big
responsibility. He asked the
CMO Dr. Nanak Saran, who
was present with him , took
care of the family .

During this all the office
bearers including the President
of Allahabad Medical
Association Dr. Sujit Kumar
Singh were present. AMA rec-
ommended to accommodate
Dr. Abha in Prayagraj itself. 

BJP MLA Harshvardhan
Vajpayee also gave a letter of
recommendation to the Deputy
CM in this regard.
District Magistrate Sanjay
Kumar Khatri was also present
there. The fate of a doctor who
spent most of his life in govern-
ment service was treated in
such a way that it is sad to know
. Dr. Deependra Singh , a sur-
geon working in the district

hospital of Chitrakoot for 11
years , kept on asking for his
transfer to Prayagraj after cor-
respondence with the govern-
ment . His wish was fulfilled
when he died fighting liver dis-
ease. The government trans-
ferred Dr. Dipendra , but the
order came after his terahvi. It
was as if a mountain of sorrow
and neglect fell on the victim's
family. 
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PRAYAGRAJ (PNS): As the
first quarter of the economy
ends, North Central Railway
(NCR) registers 21.3% growth
in originating freight loading.
NCR loaded 5.24 million
tonnes of cargo during April-
June 2022 surpassing all previ-
ous records. This is the best
ever quarter ending figures for
NCR since its inception in
2003. Freight loading of 4.32
million tonnes was achieved in
the corresponding period of the
previous year. 1.81 mt of load-
ing was achieved in the month
of June 2022 which is the best
ever loading performance by
NCR in a single month. This
yields a revenue of Rs 181.02
crores. Originating freight rev-
enue during these three months
came to be Rs 528.56 crores,
which is 20.53 % more than the
originating freight earning of
438.54 crores in the first quar-
ter of previous financial year.

Among the three divisions,
Jhansi division topped the list
by contributing 2.32 million
tonnes of freight loading while
Prayagraj and Agra divisions
followed by loading 1.80 and
1.12 million tonnes respec-
tively NCR, which spans
through the states of UP, MP,
Rajasthan and Haryana, is an
important constituent of Indian
Railways and contributes in
loading of containers from
Dadri, Kanpur, Agra and
Malanpur; fertilizers from

Panki near Kanpur; cement
from Parichha (near Jhansi)
and Chunar; Petroleum Oil
Lubricants from BAD refinery
Mathura, HPTR near Kanpur
and BPCL Panki; foodgrain
loading from various places like
Etah, Kanpur, Sonbhadra,
Mirzapur, Prayagraj, Fatehpur,
Shankargarh and Lalitpur of
Uttar Pradesh and Tikamgarh,
Datia, Dabra and Newari of
Madhya Pradesh among other
locations. All the commodities
have shown a surge in the
loading except cement which
registers a slight dip as com-
pared to the previous year. In
addition to it, parcel traffic also
registered a significant surge as
compared to the previous year.
Rs 7.66 crores of total parcel
earnings have been achieved by
NCR during the first quarter
against earnings of 4.17 crore
for the same period last year,
which is a growth of 83.7%. As
the passenger traffic bounces
back post COVID, NCR’s
coaching earnings have also
touched remarkable figures
both in reserved as well as
unreserved segments. While
earnings from reserved win-
dows (PRS earnings) are Rs
512.27 crores, unreserved tick-
et sales amount to Rs 138.69
crore during the period from
April to June 2022. In addition,
earning from ticket checking
has been to the tune of 52
crores. Another significant

achievement has been the rev-
enue generated through sale of
scrap. Scrap worth Rs 46.57
crore was sold during the said
period thereby surpassing the
proportionate target of 40
crores set by the Railway Board.

While analysing the load-
ing figures of the zone, General
Manager Shri Pramod Kumar
congratulated the officers for
the overall loading perfor-
mance but expressed concerns
over the dip in cement loading.
He instructed the officers to put
all efforts to pull the cement
loading and sustain the
momentum throughout the
remaining year so that the tar-
get set by the Railway Board
could be surpassed. GM
instructed the DRMs of the
three divisions and concerned
officers of headquarters to con-
duct regular freight customer
meets and facilitate merchants
to use Railway as a preferred
mode of transport.
“Achievements are laudable,
but we have to work harder to
sustain the momentum and
surpass the targets set by the
Railway Board”, said the GM.   

HOSPITALS HIT BY
TRANSFER OF DOCTORS,
EMPLOYEES:  The transfers of
employees and officers in any
organisation is for its better-
ment. However, the recent
transfers happening in the
health department are turning
harmful and have doubled the

losses. In the Divisional
Hospital, along with the doc-
tors, the office staff has also
reduced due to the recent
transfers of the employees.
Now, the difficulty in front of
the hospital administration is
how to give satisfactory treat-
ment to the public with less
staff. There are 42 posts of doc-
tors in Motilal Nehru
Divisional Hospital i.e. Colvin
Hospital in Prayagraj but at
present 26 posts are vacant.
Hopefully some doctors will be
recruited soon. In the recent
transfers, five doctors of this
hospital were transferred to
another district while three
doctors were posted here. One
of the surgeons posted here
died a few days back while the
other one’s posting at Colvin
Hospital is still in a state of con-
fusion. The Dentistry
Department at Colvin Hospital
is completely vacant as there is
no staff. Two of its doctors and
a hygienic assistant have been
transferred to another district.
Apart from this, four office staff
and store-in- charge of the
hospital have been transferred.
.In Beli Hospital, three posts
out of four of the surgeons are
vacant. Four doctors and office
staff including CMS were trans-
ferred in this hospital but the
already vacant posts were not
filled. Three of the four posts
of surgeon in Beli Hospital are
vacant.
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Sir — What a travesty it is of global leader-
ship that keeps fanning the fire of war, this
time in Ukraine? Whither the tenets of great
thinkers and statesmen who helmed the des-
tiny of nations and people across ages.
History is no longer in the syllabus of mod-
ern-day politicians who stake false claims
to statesmanship. Wars start small and then
grow too big to be controlled by the comi-
ty of nations. The fickleness and vanity of
nations had prevailed over human sanity in
every major conflict. It is significant that
Germany was at the core of both the World
Wars and Russia, its opponent.

The Ukraine conflict now has Russia on
the one side and Germany is rubbing shoul-
ders with other Western nations at Nato.
Nothing has changed except that technol-
ogy has vastly upgraded weapons. But these
nations and their leaders have not gradu-
ated from archaic mindsets, despite suffer-
ing miseries of large scale military engage-
ments over many a modern decade. Going
by precedents, the Ukraine conflict can only
expand, perhaps exponentially, as the likes
of Hannibal who swore eternal enmity to
Rome or Hitler the visceral racist, keep rein-
carnating. Mankind is willingly propitiating
the gods of war curse.

R Narayanan | Navi Mumbai
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Sir — It has come as a pleasant surprise that
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has exhort-
ed the party cadre to reach out to the
“deprived, non-elite” Muslims. This is
because he is not exactly known for his pro-
minority or pro-Muslim utterances. His per-
sona is one of a leader who refused to sport
a skull cap and urged people to identify the
anti-CAA protesters by their dress. One
wishes that the BJP cadres abide by his call
to care for the impoverished Muslims. It will
improve the lot of the poor Muslims and
strengthen inter-faith bonds. It doesn’t
matter whether it is known as ‘Muslim
appeasement’ or ‘politics of fulfilment’.

The Sachar Commission report gives an
account of how the majority of Muslims live

in misery. It should not be reduced to a game
plan to prevail on the impoverished Muslims
to support the party and subscribe to its
Hindutva ideology. Also, as a goodwill ges-
ture, Modi can accept a skull cap from a
member of the Pasmandas community or
a non-Syed, OBC Muslim if he is more com-
fortable with it. This will dispel the impres-
sion that he embraces only the rulers of the
affluent Arab nations and not his humble
Indian Muslim compatriots. 

G David Milton | Maruthancode
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Sir — The Mumbai Congress strongly
opposed the construction of the Metro rail
car-shed in the green lungs of Aarey, with
city unit chief Bhai Jagtap urging the Union
Government and Maharashtra Deputy
Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis to drop
their “juvenile insistence” on going ahead
with the plan. One of the first decisions taken
by the Eknath Shinde Government was to

allow construction of the car-shed for
Metro Line 3 at Aarey, a move that has met
with opposition from environmental
activists and some political parties, overturn-
ing the previous Government’s plan to build
it at Kanjurmarg.

The Aarey forest is the breathline of
Mumbai. It is basically the lungs of Mumbai.
By destroying the forest and cutting down
trees, the Centre and State are doing juve-
nile insistence to set up a metro car-shed
there. This is a project that destroys the envi-
ronment. It is being opposed at all levels.
Mumbaikars don’t want this project in Aarey.
The Metro car-shed should come up in
Kanjurmarg. With this, the legal dispute is
expected between the Centre and the
Mumbaikars with support of activists and
the Opposition parties like the Shiv Sena,
Congress and the NCP.

Bhagwan Thadani | Mumbai
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Uloom, Deoband, accessed
online. An inquirer sought to
know about the punishment
of blasphemy against Prophet
Mohammed in India, and
under Islamic law respec-
tively (Question ID=2019).
The answer ie fatwa
(1386/1226=B) says that pun-
ishing a criminal guilty is the
duty of the Government not
individuals though one
should try one’s level best to
punish such a perpetrator
according to Indian
Constitution. Under an
Islamic country, the culprit is
to be killed.

The acts of the enthusi-
asts, it is evident, are not with-
out sanction in Islam. Those
issuing death threats, or car-
rying out executions, feel
self-righteous in doing so in
the light of Islamic laws.
Accepting even that Nupur
had been wrong, no Maulana
or Mufti has yet come for-
ward to correct her on facts.
Would that not have been the
most civilised way of dealing
with the issue? Only a Salafi
school cleric from Pakistan,
Engineer Muhammad Ali
Mirza, was discerning enough
to state that what Nupur said
was evidently under provoca-
tion from the Muslim side.
Her approach was that if
Muslims wish to mock
Hinduism on theological
ground, they must not over-

look their own Achilles’ heel.
It is speculative if

Christians of India would
come out with kitchen knives
if Nupur had expressed grave
doubts on Jesus Christ’s mir-
acles of loaves and fishes
raining from heaven. Or
would the Indian ambas-
sador to Israel Sanjeev Singla
would have been hurriedly
summoned to Israel’s
Ministry of Foreign Affairs at
9, Yitzhak Rabin Boulevard at
Kiryat HaLeom in Jerusalem,
if Nupur had expressed a
negative opinion on certain
acts of Moses or Prophet
Isaiah in the Old Testament?
Neither Judaism nor
Christianity at present
enforces blasphemy, which
explains why no Christian or
Jew views defending the hon-
our of their Prophets with the
aid of swords or guns as part
of their religion. This allows
critical and historical exam-
ination of those religions
possible without any fear of
lethal reprisal. Any such exer-
cise with regard to Islam is
fraught with mortal risk
although, at the same time,
Islam is being hailed as ‘reli-
gion of peace’. This dichoto-
my begs for an answer.

On June 8, 1992, promi-
nent Egyptian professor,
writer and human rights
activist Farag Foda was assas-
sinated in Cairo by the mem-

bers of Al-Jamaa Al-
Islamiyya. Foga often dared
advocates of Sharia rule in
Egypt to show how possibly
they would deal with modern
problems like housing short-
age in Cairo. Foda had been
accused of blasphemy by Al-
Azhar University, though that
did not authorise his assassi-
nation by member of an
Islamist organisation. His
killer Abu El’Ela Abdrabu,
released from prison in 2012,
later said in a television inter-
view that the punishment of
an apostate (one who leaves
Islam) is death, even if he
repents.

In India, the emphasis
has always been on tolerat-
ing Muslims. Going into
fundamentals of Islam,
therefore, appeared to be
going for the jugular of the
religion. Even the judiciary,
the lighthouse of rationality,
felt shaken by it.

In July 2009, Justices 
RV Raveendran and
Markandeya Katju had buck-
led under Islamist pressure to
withdraw a Supreme Court
order (March 30, 2009) that
equated Muslims insistence
on keeping beard with
“Talibanisation” of India. May
Peace be upon us!

(The writer is an author
and independent researcher
based in New Delhi. The views
expressed are personal.)
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Last Friday, a local court in
Udaipur transferred the
tailor-beheading case to
the National Investigative

Agency (NIA). Even the
Rajasthan Government, other-
wise accused of soft-pedalling
Muslim fanaticism, is treating
the case as an act of terror with
foreign linkage. The same day,
however, a vacation Bench of the
Supreme Court held Nupur
Sharma morally culpable for
the Udaipur killing. The Bench,
comprising Justices Surya Kant
and JB Padrewala, orally
observed that she was “single-
handedly responsible” for what
was happening in the country
like the “unfortunate incident” in
Udaipur. One is sure that Riyaz
Akhtari and Ghaus Mohammed,
arrested on charges of Udaipur
murder, will not fail to take
advantage of the Supreme
Court’s observations during
their trial.

Way back in September
1934, one Abdul Qayum stabbed
to death Nathuramal Sharma
inside the Court of the Judicial
Commissioner of Sind. The lat-
ter was waiting for his turn to be
heard under Section 195 of
Indian Penal Code for publica-
tion of a pamphlet on the histo-
ry of Islam. The case of Abdul
Qayum was argued by Barkat
Ali, a barrister from Lahore. “He
went to the length of saying” —
as BR Ambedkar informs —
“that Qayum was not guilty of
murder of Nathuramal because
his act was justifiable by the law
of Koran” (Pakistan or Partition
of India, P147). It would be
unsurprising if Riyaz & Ghaus
also argue that they had done
nothing wrong according to the
laws of Islam by beheading
Kanhaiya Lal Teli, the tailor.

Nupur Sharma has received
a flurry of death threats, from
India and abroad, most of which
she possibly could not see as
they clogged her email account.
These death threats are not
arbitrary, but there is a definite
basis to them in Islamic law. This
explains why a large number of
Muslims thought the same way,
despite the fact that intimidation
is punishable under law of the
land. The answer could be found
in a fatwa of Darul Ifta of Darul
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While the Shiv Sena
has split in
Maharashtra, the

AIADMK in Tamil Nadu is
engaged in a power struggle
with two former chief minis-
ters, E. Palaniswamy (EPS)
and O. Pannerselvam (OPS),
fighting with each other.

In a fast-developing
drama, the EPS camp would
like to relieve OPS of his pre-
sent post of party treasurer and
Deputy Leader in the
Assembly. After losing the
Assembly elections last year,
and successive local body polls,
the EPS camp feels that the
dual leadership has only ham-
pered the working of the party. 

Amid its golden jubilee
celebrations, the AIADMK
cadres are confused. Five years
ago, when a relatively
unknown EPS was chosen as

CM candidate by ex-AIADMK
general secretary V.K. Sasikala,
EPS and OPS  reached a truce
in 2017 to establish dual lead-
ership. Together they steered
the party and government suc-
cessfully for four years, brav-
ing a pandemic.

After five decades, the
AIADMK is facing a bleak
future. Carefully built by two
former chief ministers—
founder M.G. Ramachandran
and his protege J. Jayalalithaa—
it is undergoing a  bad patch.
There is a disconnect between
the leaders and cadres. Some of
the party's challenges include
factionalism and the approach
towards the ally Bharatiya
Janata Party, which is trying to
replace the Dravidian party as
a counterforce to the DMK.

A gradual erosion in the
post-Jayalalithaa era is amply

clear. The AIADMK's vote
share stands at 25.47 per cent
in the urban local body elec-
tion. It got 33.29 per cent of
votes in the Assembly.

The charismatic matinee
idol MGR established the
AIADMK on October 12,
1972, two days after the parent
party DMK expelled him. He
served as the chief minister
from 1977 till his death in
1987. He chose to be on the
right side of the Centre and
made compromises with the
prime ministers, including
Indira Gandhi.

The philosophy of DMK
founder and former chief
minister C.N. Annadurai
became the founding princi-
ple of the AIADMK. MGR's
successor Jayalalithaa aligned
with BJP and the Congress at
different times, and became

chief minister six times with
interruptions.

It is not the first time the
AIADMK is facing a split.
Following MGR's death in
1987, there was a power strug-
gle between one faction head-
ed by MGR's wife Janaki and
the other by Jayalalithaa. While
Janaki succeeded MGR as chief
minister for a short period,
both sections lost miserably to
the DMK in the 1989 polls.
Then Janaki withdrew from
politics, and Jayalalithaa
became the sole leader.

OPS and EPS have taken
their fight to the general coun-
cil, which has the power to
elect an interim general secre-
tary, not a permanent one.
That was how Sasikala donned
the post following the death of
Jayalalithaa. But EPS and OPS
removed Sasikala from that

post and created new positions
such as coordinator and co-
coordinator, which are also
temporary.

In the current situation,
OPS got a midnight hearing
before the Tamil Nadu High
Court to restrict discussion
points in the general council
meeting. He thus stopped the
party from elevating EPS as the
sole leader at the June 23 gen-
eral council meeting. However,
the discussion turned ugly
when clashes broke out
between the two camps.

Seventy-five district secre-
taries, headquarters func-
tionaries, and general council
members have moved to the
EPS camp in the last few days.
OPS has the support of just
nine district secretaries and
leaders like Manoj Pandian
and R. Vaithilingam.

OPS blamed vested inte-
rests and asserted that the
general council and Monday's
meeting of top AIADMK
functionaries were illegal.
Similarly, a proposed GC on
July 11 is also not legal. It is
doubtful whether it will take
place or OPS will move the
court to stop it.

After Jaya, the BJP has
remote control over the
AIADMK from the Centre.
The change was abundantly
clear on issues like NEET,
New Education Policy, three-
language policy (giving the
nod first and then withdraw-
ing it after the protests), the
CAA, farmers' law, handling of
the pandemic, etc.

The BJP is not able to pen-
etrate much because of its ide-
ology. In Tamil Nadu, the
Dravidian-Tamil sentiment is

strong. So just like Congress,
the BJP is riding piggyback 
on AIADMK. The Dravidian
parties have had tie-ups with
the two national parties at 
different times.

OPS tried to rope in the
BJP, which had backed him
earlier, but Prime Minister
Narendra Modi refused to give
him an audience last week. A
disappointed OPS came back
from Delhi and is resorting to
other measures to survive.

In any political party, the
cadres decide who gets to lead
the party, and, in this case,
Panneerselvam is certainly not
their first choice. It is about
time he accepted the fact and
worked towards gaining accep-
tance of the large number of
AIADMK cadre as their leader,
as, after all, courts cannot get
him back to his workers.
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(The writer is a senior
journalist. The views

expressed are personal.)
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democracy and for a bright and
prosperous India emerged crystal
clear when Telangana Chief

Minister and Telangana Rashtra Samithi
(TRS) president K Chandrashekhar Rao
attacked the Union government led by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. He poin-
ted out how for the past eight years it has
been bulldozing every institution, basic
rights of democracy, the secular fabric of the
nation, while ruthlessly, arrogantly and
unethically trying to silence the opposition,
and also immorally and illegally toppling the
democratically elected state governments
when its inability to face the aggression of
the external enemies and becoming an agent
of a few crony capitalists and so on. The plat-
form was Hyderabad Jalavihar where a
meeting of TRS MLAs and MPs was con-
vened to extend support to the presidential
candidate Yashwant Sinha.

Reminding the 1969 Presidential elec-
tion contest between Congress’ official
candidate Neelam Sanjiva Reddy and the
then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi suppor-
ted independent candidate VV Giri, when
an appeal was made to the electoral college
members to vote as per their conscience,
KCR urged all MPs and MLAs to once again
vote as per their conscience this time irre-
spective of party affiliations.

KCR argued that Yashwant Sinha would
be a better choice when compared to NDA
candidate Droupadi Murmu, in view of his
ability to bring a qualitative change in pol-
itics. And thus, KCR had every reason to
make an appeal for a conscience vote in favor
of Yashwant Sinha, as he said “nothing in
this country is going on in a rightful man-
ner”. KCR in his hour-long address to the
Electoral College members cited a series of
examples in support of his appeal for a con-
science vote and also as to why there is a
need for qualitative changes and why there
is a need for electing Yashwant Sinha to the
highest office.

Though PM Modi made tall promises
soon after assuming office, pointed out KCR,
he failed to fulfill even a single promise. In
addition, he enacted three draconian farm
laws, forcing the peasant community to sit
on protests for over a year. Finally, Modi had
to withdraw the farm laws after 700 farmers
lost their precious lives. Also, neither the
farmers’ income was doubled nor Minimum
Support Price (MSP) was increased.

KCR was sarcastic when he said that PM
Modi thinks he is invincible though the 14
Prime Ministers who preceded him never
thought so. Modi is under the false impres-
sion that he would be the PM of India per-
manently despite the fact that political
change in a democracy is imminent.

KCR detailed how under PM Modi, the
country’s image all over the world lowered;
how farmers, unemployed and employees
have been facing problems; how price rise
and inflation are uncontrolled; how the
union government is abusing the
Constitutional institutions; how opposition
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parties are harassed and targeted, etc.
This according to KCR is nothing
but murder of democracy.

Touching upon the aspect of
how the BJP rulers are conspiring to
destabilize the state governments,
KCR said the Modi government has
toppled nine Opposition-ruled
states.

Taking serious objection to
Modi’s exerting pressure on Sri
Lankan government to allot contract
works to his favored persons, which
was openly confessed by a Sri Lanka
Electricity Board official, KCR
demanded a clarification from PM.
He also labelled that the present cri-
sis in Sri Lanka is the handiwork of
Modi and Sri Lankan economy’s col-
lapse hurt India's reputation. KCR
hinted at fighting against this. KCR
wanted Modi to disclose the inside
story of the Sri Lanka crisis.

Criticizing the much-hyped
‘Make in India’ programme, KCR
sought a clarification on job creation
due to this, as well as industrial
growth in the Modi regime. KCR
also suggested to Modi to learn
lessons from China where the rulers
speak less and work more.  

While the country has abundant
coal stocks, KCR asked why the
Modi government forced Telangana
to buy 10 per cent imported coal at
a higher price. Charging that Modi
is working like a salesman of big
traders, KCR said that he should
explain why the BJP government is
promoting coal imports. KCR
sought an explanation from Modi as
to why many major international
companies like Fiat, Ford, GM
motors, Datsun, United Motors,
Harley Davidson stopped their busi-
nesses in the country.

Asserting that the 130-crore
population cannot be a spectator,
KCR expressed concerns at black
money doubling in the Modi
regime, depreciation of rupee to 
an all-time low, privatization of 
profit-making public-sector under-
takings, including LIC. The infer-
ence is that the Modi government
played a major role in the decline of
all sectors. 

Referring to the period of 
corona crisis, KCR said that while
the holy Ganga River was flooded
with corpses, while the Modi 
government failed to provide any
succor to the migrant labor, it was
Telangana government that did its
best in extending relief to one and
all. Every policy adopted by the
Modi government proved disastrous
for the country.

With statistical data, KCR
explained how under the Modi
regime rankings in many sectors at
the international level had fallen, be
it Human Development Index,
Human Rights, employment, hap-
piness index, environment, etc. It
shows the poor performance of the
Modi government in the last eight
years.

Asserting that the Modi govern-
ment killed democracy and weak-
ened federal structure, besides
harassing state governments, KCR
took serious objection to the state-
ment of a Union minister that
Telangana government would be
toppled. He said if Modi's dictator-
ial rule dethrones Telangana govern-
ment, his party would unseat the
BJP government at the Center, hint-
ing that Telangana is ready for
another big fight.

Among others, KCR also cate-

gorically mentioned that India is
being insulted on international plat-
forms due to Modi's decisions and
policies; India's Father of the nation
is insulted repeatedly by the Modi's
men; Modi is unnecessarily interfer-
ing in elections of other countries as
he supported Donald Trump in the
US elections; Harassment of states
and exploitation of the constitution-
al bodies continue.

In his concluding remarks, KCR
said that it is time for people in the
country to wage another non-vio-
lent movement to dislodge the BJP-
led government at the Center and
pave the way for a new, honest,
peaceful, secular, democratic and
progressive government. The first
step in this direction is to get
Yashwant Sinha elected as the
President of the country. Hence, he
made an appeal for a conscience vote
for Sinha. In this context he made
the timely reminder of the
Presidential contest between Neelam
Sanjeev Reddy and VV Giri, when
the conscience vote gave India its
President.  

KCR’s address has raised hopes
that Modi can be questioned, and his
actions can be opposed. KCR’s
speech may well be the first step in
the direction to restore the country
back to its glorious past. It also is the
beginning to lay a strong foundation
for the country to once again stand
tall with true democratic and secu-
lar values and become once again an
economic power in Asia.

Though KCR demanded replies
from PM Modi to the points he
raised, PM remained silent in his
address in the public meeting held
after the BJP national executive com-
mittee meeting.
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India and Iran on Tuesday
reviewed the entire spectrum

of their bilateral ties and the sit-
uation in Afghanistan during the
talks between Foreign Secretary
Vinay Kwatra and Deputy
Minister for Political Affairs,
Ministry for Foreign Affairs Ali
Bagheri Kani. During the parleys
on the telephone, the two sides
discussed various elements of
bilateral relations including
progress on the Chabahar Port,
the ministry of external
affairs(MEA) said here.

Kwatra underscored India's
commitment to strengthen bilat-
eral cooperation with Iran in
addressing shared opportuni-
ties and challenges. Both sides
also discussed international and
regional issues including
Afghanistan, the MEA state-
ment said. The telephonic con-

versation came nearly a month
after Iranian foreign minister
Hossein Amir-Abdollahian vis-
ited India.  Iran has been a key
country for India in the Gulf
region. India and Iran have been
jointly focusing on improving
connectivity between South East
Asia and Central Asia.

At a connectivity conference
in Tashkent in July last year,
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar projected Iran's
Chabahar Port as a key regional
transit hub including
Afghanistan. Located in the
Sistan-Balochistan province on
the energy-rich Iran's southern
coast, the Chabahar port is being
developed by India, Iran and
Afghanistan to boost connectiv-
ity and trade ties.  India has been
in touch with Iran over the
developments in Afghanistan
following its takeover by the
Taliban on August 15.
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Afather-daughter duo creat-
ed history as they became

the first such combine to  fly IAF
fighter jets together.  They are
Air Commodore Sanjay Sharma
and Flying Officer Ananya
Sharma. The duo flew a Hawk
fighter jet sortie in Bidar,
Karnataka on May 30, the IAF
said on Tuesday. The father-
daughter duo created history
when they flew in the same for-
mation of Hawk-132 aircraft.

"There has not been any
previous instance in the IAF
where a father and his daugh-
ter were part of the same fight-
er formation for a mission. It
was mission where Air
Commodore Sanjay and Flying
Officer Ananya were more than

just father and daughter. They
were comrades, who had full
faith in each other as fellow
wingmen would," the IAF said
in the release. The photo shows
Air Commodore Sharma and
his daughter posing in front of
fighter plane. Ananya is cur-
rently undergoing her training
in Bidar before she graduates

onto faster and more superior
fighter aircraft of IAF. As
Ananya was growing up, she
watched her father nurture this
very bond with his fellow
squadron pilots. Having virtu-
ally grown up in the IAF, there
was absolutely no other profes-
sion that she could imagine
being a part of. As first women

fighter pilots of the IAF entered
service in 2016, Ananya saw that
her lifelong dream was now a
possibility. Having completed
her B Tech in Electronics and
Communication, she was select-
ed for training for the flying
branch of IAF. She was com-
missioned as a fighter pilot in
December 2021.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s resolve to not allow

cross-border terrorism be nor-
malised has helped in shaping
India’s Pakistan policy since
2014, External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar said here on
Tuesday. Making this assertion,
he also said Modi is perceived

abroad as ''quintessentially
Indian'' and his intuitive feeling
for diplomacy has led him to
form a connection with foreign
countries and their leaders.

Highlighting these facets at
a function in Delhi University,
Jaishankar read some excerpts
from the chapter written by
him in the book 'Modi@20:
Dreams Meet Delivery.'

Jaishankar said, "When I

first met him (PM Modi) in
China in 2011, I was the
ambassador. Unlike many other
chief ministers, he specifically
sought political briefing.”

"I recall his (Modi's)
emphasis that on the issue of
terrorism and sovereignty, we
needed to make sure that we
speak with one voice abroad,
especially in China.

"When it comes to terror-
ism, especially of cross-border
nature, he has been crystal
clear that he would not allow it
to be normalised.  This deter-
mination has shaped our
Pakistan policy since 2014,"
Jaishankar added. 

The minister highlighted
that the Prime Minister looms
large on the world stage as his
policies and initiatives have had
an impact.  "Peers perceive him
as quintessentially Indian and
respond accordingly. 

His language, metaphor,
appearances and mannerism
define a persona that a world
has come to recognise," he
said, reading another para-
graph from the book "Prime
Minister Modi's intuitive feel-

ing for diplomacy has led him
to find connect with foreign
countries and their leaders
with India," he added.
Jaishankar was the chief guest
at a special discussion organ-
ised by the Delhi University on
the book.   Speaking about the
book, Jaishankar noted that a
large part of the book has
been written by people outside
the government.

"Books are written about
prime ministers. That is not
unusual....But to have a book
where sitting foreign minister
and Home Minister (Amit
Shah), National Security
Advisor (Ajit Doval) have writ-
ten about the sitting prime
minister, that is unusual,” he
asserted.

Vice-Chancellor Yogesh
Singh lauded the prime minis-
ter, saying  India is lucky to
have a leader who commits less
and delivers more. Published
by Rupa Publications India,
‘Modi@20: Dreams Meet
Delivery' has contributions
from Sudha Murty, Sadhguru,
Nandan Nilekani and Amish
Tripathi, among others.
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The ongoing Ukraine conflict
has no impact on the Indian

warships now under construc-
tion in Russian shipyards, Navy
vice chief S N Ghormade said
here on Tuesday. 

The deal for two Talwar
class stealth frigates was inked
in 2018 between India and
Russia.  The first ship was
launched for trials in 2021 and
named Tushil.  Two more war-
ships of this class are now
under construction at Goa
Shipyard.

Allaying apprehensions of a
setback to the ship construction
programme due to  Ukraine
conflict, Ghormade said it has
not hampered  schedule.  He
also said an Indian team is sta-
tioned in Kaliningrad, Russia to
monitor project and assured
ships will be delivered to the
Navy as per schedule. As regards
achieving self-reliance in

defence manufacturing,
Ghormade said the plan to
build six conventional sub-
marines here is on under Project
75. 

On the recent trials of the
naval version of French-built
Rafale and US-made F-18, he
said they were done to prove
their capability of operating
from aircraft carriers. “Our aim
is indigenisation.  We have a
twin-engine deck-based fighter
aircraft plan but it will take some
time," the Vice Chief said. The
Defence Research and
D e v e l o p m e n t
Organisation(DRDO) is also
working on a Twin Engine
Deck Based Fighter. 

����%������������7�.�������6�������/������
���������6��(�.����"�����������.��������6�����������
���.��.���.�������!���������
(�������������7���
���������������� ���

����������	
�
��������
��������	

Even as the deadline for
making all the airports in

the country accessible expired
last month, just 20 airports
have been equipped with
ambulifts under the Centre's
Accessible India campaign.
These airports include
Vijayawada, Kanpur, Port Blair,
Jodhpur, Belgaum, Silchar,
Jharsuguda, Rajkot and Hubli

The ambulifts aim to facil-
itate passengers with reduced
mobility, 'divyang' travellers
on wheelchairs and passengers
on stretchers during their air
travel. However, an official
from the Department of
Disability Affairs said India's 35
international airports and 55
out of 69 domestic airports are
now accessible to 'divyangjan'
with accessibility features, and
41 airports are fully equipped
with aerobridges and 20 air-
ports have been equipped with

ambulifts under the Accessible
India campaign. Ambulifts are
used as a boarding vehicle for
disabled passengers, passengers
with reduced mobility or dis-
abled air-travellers, or people
using wheelchairs or the elder-
ly with mobility issues.

“An ambulift is fitted with
heating ventilation and air con-
ditioning and can cater to six
wheelchairs and two stretchers
at a time with an attendant. 

The ambulifts have been
procured for Rs 63 lakh per
unit. “...Airports Authority of
India (AAI) is providing an
ambulift facility at a nominal
token charge to the operating
airlines at its airports,” an offi-
cial from the Authority had
said two months ago. The
Ambulift is manufactured
domestically under the Make in
India policy.

The central advisory board
on disability has asked all
states/UTs to assess the public
buildings by July-end that are

to be made accessible in "short-
est possible time" for disabled
under Accessible India cam-
paign.  The Department of
Empowerment of Persons with
Disabilities (DEPwD) had
launched  Accessible India
Campaign (Sugamya Bharat
Abhiyan) as a nation-wide
Campaign to serve differently-
abled community of country. 

Although Rights of Persons
with Disabilities Act, 2016 pro-
vided a timeline of five years for

making all existing public
buildings accessible by June 14
this year, till now 585 state
buildings and 1,030 central
government buildings have
been made barrier-free for dis-
abled. It was launched for
achieving universal accessibil-
ity for Persons with Disabilities
(PwDs) on December 3,2015.
It has three important verticals,
namely-theBuild Environment,
the transportation sector and
the ICT ecosystem.
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Waking up from its slumber
as private hospitals across

the country threatened to stop
cashless treatment under the
Central Government Group
Health Scheme (CGHS), the
Government on Tuesday
ordered clearing of bills within
a month.

Sources in the Union
Health Ministry said that Union
Health Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya has reviewed the
issue of outstanding CGHS
dues of around Rs 1,400 crore
and ordered officials to clear
those within a month.
According to officials, there are

complaints of over 11 lakh bills
pending for the last few months,
forcing many empanelled hos-
pitals to discontinue cashless
treatment of the CGHS benefi-
ciaries. At the three-hour-long
review meeting on Monday,
Mandaviya ordered the health
secretary, the CGHS director
and the CEO of the National
Health Authority to present a
detailed report on the matter
and the solutions to it, the offi-
cial said. He instructed them to
clear nine lakh pending CGHS
bills within 15 days and repay all
pending dues within a month.
The Health Minister also
ordered officials to increase the
number of claim clearance offi-
cers immediately to clear the

pendency. Under the scheme,
thousands of small, medium
and large hospitals are empan-
elled, majority of which have not
received payments since last
July. While the Max Group has
dues of Rs 200 crore, for Fortis
the dues are Rs 100 crore.
Likewise, Medanta hospital is
waiting for a payment of near-
ly Rs 60 crore.

The CGHS covers all cur-
rent and retired Central
Government staff and kin. The
OPD consultation charge for a
CGHS beneficiary at most of the
empanelled hospitals, including
Max, Fortis, Medanta, etc, is Rs
150 per visit, while non-CGHS
rates at these hospitals range
from Rs 500 to Rs 2,000.
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on

Tuesday searched at least 44
premises across the country in
a money-laundering investiga-
tion against Chinese smart-
phone manufacturer Vivo and
related entities.

The searches were carried
out under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) at locations in sever-
al States including Delhi, Uttar
Pradesh, Meghalaya and
Maharashtra, officials said. 

The ED filed a money
laundering case after taking
cognisance of a recent Delhi
Police (Economic Offences

Wing) FIR against a distribu-
tor of the agency based in
Jammu and Kashmir where it
was alleged that a few Chinese
shareholders in that company
forged their identity docu-
ments.  The agency suspects
this alleged forgery was done to
launder illegally generated
funds using shell or paper
companies and some of these
"proceeds of crime" were
diverted to evade the scrutiny
of Indian tax and enforcement
agencies, they said.

The action comes in the
wake of Centre’s bid to tighten
checks on Chinese entities and
the continued crackdown on
such firms and their linked
Indian operatives that are
allegedly indulging in serious

financial crimes like money
laundering and tax evasion
while operating here. The
stepped-up scrutiny against
the Chinese-backed compa-
nies or entities operating in
India comes in the backdrop of
the military stand-off between
the two countries along the
Line of Actual Control (LAC)
in eastern Ladakh that is on for
more than two years now.

In April, the ED ordered
the seizure of Rs 5,551 crore
worth of deposits of another
Chinese smartphone giant
Xiaomi India for alleged con-
travention of the Foreign
Exchange Management Act
(FEMA).

The Income-Tax
Department searched Chinese
telecom company Huawei in
February and it claimed to
have found alleged manipula-
tion of account books for
reducing taxable income in
India by the company.       

Premises of a number of
these Chinese smartphone
companies including Xiaomi,
Oppo and Vivo, their distrib-
utors and linked associates
were raided across the country
by the I-T department in
December last year and it later
claimed to have detected
alleged unaccounted income

worth over Rs 6,500 crore due
to violation of the Indian tax
law and regulations. According

to reports, a number of Chinese
entities are linked to the
Chinese PLA, posing a threat

to the security in the country
they operate. Vivo had a 15 per-
cent market share in the Indian
smartphone segment in the
first quarter of 2022 with the
shipment of 5.5 million devices,
according to market research

and analysis firm IDC.
According to a Counterpoint
research report, Vivo became
the top 5G brand in the Rs
10,000-20,000 price bracket
segment in the country during
March 2022 quarter. A Vivo

India spokesperson said, "Vivo
is cooperating with authorities
to provide them with all
required information. As a
responsible corporate, we are
committed to be fully compli-
ant with laws."
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has sum-

moned the wife and son of
Samajwadi Party leader Azam
Khan for questioning in an
ongoing money laundering
probe against him.

Khan, 73, is also a
Samajwadi Party (SP) MLA
from Rampur seat in Uttar
Pradesh. His son Abdullah
Azam Khan, MLA from the
Suar Assembly seat in Uttar
Pradesh and wife Tazeen Fatma
have been asked to depose
separately before the ED's
regional office in Lucknow this
week, officials said.       

The agency is seeking to
record their statements under
the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) in the
case being probed against
Azam Khan, they said.Azam

Khan has already been grilled
by the agency in the case when
he was lodged in Sitapur jail.
Now, he is out on bail. He was
released from jail in May after
27 months following the
Supreme Court granting him
interim bail in a separate
forgery case.

The agency had initiated a
probe against Khan in 2019
after taking cognisance of at
least 26 FIRs filed by the State
police against him including
allegations that a university
run by him in Rampur district
of Uttar Pradesh has been
raised over a land that has been
grabbed from an 'enemy prop-
erty'.

Khan is the chairman of
the Maulana Muhammad Ali
Jauhar Trust which runs three
branches of Rampur Public
School. He had earlier also
served as Urban Development
Minister in SP Government.
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Former Mumbai Police
Commissioner Sanjay

Pandey appeared before the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
here on Tuesday for question-
ing in a money laundering case
linked to the alleged National
Stock Exchange (NSE) co-
location scam.

The ED recorded Pandey’s
statement under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) after
he reached the agency’s office
in an auto-rickshaw, officials
said. The 1986-batch Indian
Police Service (IPS) officer
retired from service on June
30. Before his four-month stint
as Mumbai Police
Commissioner, he served as
acting Director General of

Police (DGP) of Maharashtra.
The agency questioned him in
connection with the function-
ing and activities of iSec
Securities Pvt. Ltd, one of the
firms that conducted a securi-
ty audit of NSE around the
time the co-location irregu-
larities allegedly took place,
officials said.

The company was incor-
porated by Pandey in March
2001 and he quit as its direc-
tor in May 2006. Later, his son
and mother took charge of the
company.

Pandey, an IIT-Kanpur
and Harvard University alum-
nus, is said to have estab-
lished the company after he
resigned from service. His res-
ignation was not accepted by
the State government and he
rejoined but was not immedi-

ately given a posting. Through
his questioning, the ED is
seeking to unravel the man-
date, operations and results
achieved by the company while
it worked with the NSE, they
said. 

The agency has already
recorded former NSE
Managing Director and Chief
Executive Officer Chitra
Ramkrishna's statement in
connection with the case.

Presently, Ramkrishna is
lodged in Tihar jail. She and
former group operating officer
Anand Subramanian were
arrested by the Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI) in
March in the NSE co-location
scam case. The ED took cog-
nisance of this CBI FIR to ini-
tiate money laundering charges
against them.
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New Delhi: Five people,
including one who goes by the
alias "Ramayani Chaiwala",
filed papers on Tuesday, the
first day of the nomination
process for the August 6 vice-
presidential election.

The nomination papers of
one candidate were rejected for
failing to furnish a mandatory
document. July 19 is the last
date for filing nominations.

According to the details
available with the office of the
returning officer, K
Padmarajan of Salem district in
Tamil Nadu, Pareshkumar
Nanubhai Mulani from

Ahmedabad, Hosmath
Vijayanand from Bengaluru
and Naidugari Rajasekhar
Srimukhalingam from Andhra
Pradesh have filed their nom-
inations for the vice-presiden-
tial polls. 

Anand Singh Khushwaha
from Gwalior in Madhya
Pradesh, who goes by the alias
"Ramayani Chaiwala", was also
among those who filed nomi-
nation papers at the returning
officer's office in Parliament.
Though Khushwaha's papers
were accepted, he did not sub-
mit the security deposit of Rs
15,000. PTI
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Astudy has recommended a
complete transformation

of Rajya Sabha Secretariat with
specific delegation of adminis-
trative and financial powers,
well defined tasks and output
besides  reorganization of sec-
tions for quick decision mak-
ing and delivery.  

The first ever comprehen-
sive study on ‘System
Improvement’ in the Upper
House Secretariat has recom-
mended delivery of services in
a transparent, monitorable and
accountable manner.  

The study report with
about 130 recommendations
was presented to Rajya Sabha
Chairman M Venkaiah Naidu
who instituted the study in
January this year. The study
also covered the functioning of
the committee sections and
recommended increasing their
tenure from present one year to
two years.

The Rajya Sabha
Secretariat that came into being
with about 200 officers and
staff in 1952 has expanded to
1,700 personnel now with 10
different services with the
needs of the times. The reviews
of the working of the secretariat
undertaken so far by parlia-
mentary pay committees and a
couple of internal committees
were limited to staff require-
ment, their salaries.

Given the importance of
field visits by the department
related parliamentary standing
committees, their field visits
have been recommended to be
increased from the present two
visits for a maximum of 10 days
in a year to three visits and 15
days.

Keeping in mind the efforts
that go into preparation of
reports by the committees and
their import and implications,
a committee hour has been rec-
ommended for consideration
to discuss select major reports
in Parliament for wider ampli-

fication of the content of the
reports. The recommendations
include clear delegation of
administrative and financial
powers so that about 75 per
cent of the issues are disposed
off at the lower and middle
level in the 10 layer hierarchy
that exists in the Secretariat at
present by eliminating 4 to 5
layers as appropriate.

The study conducted by
former secretary general P P K
Ramacharyulu, Advisor, sug-
gested pathways for quantifi-
cation of output in respect of

every aspect of the functioning
of the Rajya Sabha, its com-
mittees and the secretariat and
corresponding additional man-
date for each of the services for
presenting a transparent
account of their working in the
public domain.

The study concluded that
most of the decisions could be
taken at the lower and middle
levels and accordingly, recom-
mended administrative dele-
gation pointing out that such
delegation has not been defined
and done so far.
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The Congress on Tuesday
questioned the silence of

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Home Minister Amit Shah
on the alleged links of two
arrested terrorists with the rul-
ing party. Congress spokesper-
son Pawan Khera alleged the
BJP was indulging in "fake
nationalism", remarks coming
in the backdrop of alleged
links of Udaipur tailor
Kanhaiya Lal's killer Riyaz
Attari and Lashkar-e-Taiba
(LeT) terrorist Talib Hussain
Shah with the BJP.

At the AICC Press confer-
ence, Khera said two incidents
in the past week have exposed
the "double-faced" BJP, after
Attari and Shah, who was cap-

tured by villagers in Jammu
and Kashmir's Reasi district,
were claimed to be associated
with the Centre's ruling party.
Their photographs with BJP
leaders have gone viral on
social media.

Khera also asked how
Talib Hussain Shah, who was
allegedly planning to attack
the Amarnath Yatra in
Kashmir, was seen in a pho-
tograph with Amit Shah. He
wondered whether it was not
a security breach. A photo-
graph tweeted by the
Congress '  Jammu and
Kashmir unit showed a beard-
ed man standing among peo-
ple at a meeting attended by
Amit Shah which some
claimed was Talib, the alleged
mastermind of serial bomb
blasts in Rajouri.

"It is shocking that the
BJP, a party that loses no
opportunity to preach to
Indians about nationalism,
has members and office-bear-
ers who are deeply implicated
in violent anti-national activ-
ities," Khera said.

Jammu and Kashmir
police chief Dilbag Singh had
said on Monday Talib Hussain

Shah was briefly associated
with a political party and also
posed himself as a mediaper-
son. The BJP had denied
claims that the arrested LeT
terrorist was its member.

Party J-K spokesperson
Abhinav Sharma had claimed
on Monday that Talib Hussain
Shah had visited the party
headquarters while posing as
a reporter of a news portal to
conduct recce at the behest of
his handlers across the border
to target the BJP leadership.
He had also rejected claims
that Shah was the minority
cell's IT in-charge in J-K.

Khera claimed the NIA
had confirmed former BJP
leader and ex-sarpanch Tariq
Ahmad Mir's association with
terrorists. Mir, arrested two
years ago for allegedly procur-

ing weapons for Hizbul
Mujahideen commander
Naveed Babu, was claimed to
be an associate of Dy SP
Davinder Singh.

Naveed Babu had previ-
ously been arrested with
Davinder Singh who had him-
self been accused of supplying
weapons to terrorists, he said.

The truth would have
come out had the probe in the
Davinder Singh case been car-
ried to its conclusion but was
halted midway, the Congress
spokesperson alleged. "Will the
prime minister open his
mouth? Will the home minis-
ter come out and give a clari-
fication to the country? What
were these terrorists doing in
the BJP? What were you doing
with those terrorists in the
BJP?" he asked.
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The Election Commission
(EC) warned of "severe"

disciplinary action against
electoral registration officers
for any leakages of physical
forms filled by electors to
share their Aadhaar details.
This comes after rules were
issued allowing linkage of
Aadhaar with voters list to
weed out duplicate entries.
The Commission has also
emphasised that submission
of Aadhaar by electors is "vol-
untary".

In a letter sent to chief
electoral officers of all states
and Union territories on July
4, the poll panel said special
camps at cluster level can be

arranged on the dates coin-
ciding with special campaign
dates during special summa-
ry revision, where the electors
can be persuaded to give their
Aadhaar number voluntarily
in Form-6B in hard copy.

According to a law min-
istry notification, using the
newly-introduced Form-6B,
existing voters may share
their Aadhaar number will
poll authorities. 

"In exercise of the powers
conferred by sub-section (5)
of  Sect ion 23 of  the
Representation of the People
Act, 1950 (43 of 1950), the
Central Government hereby
notifies the 1st April, 2023 as
the date on or before which
every person whose name is
included in the electoral roll

may intimate his Aadhaar
number in accordance with
the said section," read the
notification.

"The notification uses the
term 'may' and not 'shall'
which makes sharing details
voluntary," a senior func-
tionary had explained recent-
ly. Asserting that furnishing of
Aadhaar number is "purely
voluntary", the letter said the
electoral registration officer
(ERO) "will make it clear to
the electors that the purpose
of obtaining of Aadhaar num-
ber is for authentication of his
entries in electoral roll and
extending better electoral ser-
vices to them in future... It is
emphasised that submission
of Aadhaar by electors is vol-
untary".
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The Bengal Government has banned
using mobile phones by visitors and

the police staff, inside the residential
premises of Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee. Visitors and police-
men on duty will also not be allowed to
use their phones at State secretariat
Nabanna which houses the Chief
Minister’s office.

There was no confirmation as yet
on whether the journalists too will have
deposit their cellphones before entering
these two high security places.

The decision was taken in a high-
level meeting attended by Chief
Secretary HK Dwivedi, Home Secretary
BP Gopalika and top police officials
including the Kolkata Police
Commissioner and  State Director
General of Police.

There was a serious security breach
on Saturday midnight when a trespasser
Hafizul Mollah sneaked inside the
Chief Minister’s residence at Kalighat.
The allegedly mentally deranged person
has been arrested and is being investi-
gated.

According to sources top bureau-
crats are holding mobile addiction
among the police personnel for such

security lapses. The police men engaged
in security duty both at Nabanna and
the CM house will have to deposit their
handsets before joining work, sources
said adding the visitors too will be
required to follow the same rule.

After Saturday’s incident about 15
police personnel including an inspec-
tor, a sergeant and two constables were
removed from their duties.

Meanwhile, in an unrelated devel-
opment Bengal Opposition Leader
Suvendu Adhikari has written a letter
to Home Minister seeking NIA inves-
tigation into some recent “alarming
developments” including recovery of
thousands of gelatin sticks and loads of
explosives from various parts of the
State.

“I have written to the Home
Minister that Bengal is siting on pow-
der keg … I have told him how 81,000

gelatin sticks were recovered by the
police in Birbhum district and how a
person was killed while making bombs
at Domkal in Murshidabad district bor-
dering Bangladesh … these all indicate
towards a serious law and order prob-
lem ahead of the panchayat elections …
it is clear that the TMC are preparing
for the panchayat elections with bombs,”
Adhikari on Tuesday said.

Referring to Mamata Banerjee’s
recent ‘Jihad’ comments where she
allegedly asked her party men to go for
a jihad against the BJP Adhikari said,
“as you know the Chief Minister has
gone on record asking her people to
conduct jihad, and subsequent recov-
ery of these gelatin sticks and loads of
explosives a time has come to investi-
gate the entire development … so I have
requested the Home Minister for an
NIA investigation.
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There were ample chances of Citizenship
Amendment Act being implemented ahead

of the 2024 general elections, Bengal BJP pres-
ident Sukanto Majumdar on Tuesday said.

The BJP MP from Balurghat in North
Bengal said that the “CAA has already been
passed only some procedural aspects and rules
have to be framed … I am sure it will be imple-
mented before the 2024 general elections.”

Majumdar’s statements triggered immedi-
ate reactions from the TMC, Left and Congress
who linked his remarks to election politics. “It
is clear from his statement that the BJP is try-
ing to divert attention from the main issues like
unemployment, price rise and general law and
order issues in the country,” said TMC
spokesperson Kunal Ghosh.

CPI(M) central committee member Sujan

Chakrabarty said
that the “by say-
ing that the CAA
will be brought
before the elec-
tions the BJP has
proved that it is
nothing but an
election gimmick
… what the CAA
will give that is not there presently … whether
it will bring down hardships, improve hunger
index, bring back jobs and reduce prices …if not
then the CAA will cut no ice in Bengal.”

Congress Lok Sabha leader Adhir
Chowdhury said “CAA was already there and
they have not been able to frame the rules
because there is big technical issues … they will
not be implemented and the BJP is only using
this as an electoral plank.”
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Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Tuesday urged

the French companies to forge
joint ventures with Indian firms
to make world-class weapon
systems here as part of
‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’ policy of
the Government.

He made this suggestion
when a high-level delegation of
French company Safran Group
led by its Chief Executive
Officer(CEO) Olivier Andries
called on the defence minister
here, the defence ministry said.

Safran is one of the leading
original equipment manufac-
turers of advanced aircraft
engines for civil and fighter jets.

During the meeting, the
CEO briefed Rajnath of their
company’s plans to set up a
Maintenance, Repair and
Overhaul (MRO) facility in
India for overhaul of LEAP-1A
& LEAP-1B engines in use by
Indian and foreign commercial
airlines. 

The MRO facility through
direct foreign investment of
$US 150 million in Hyderabad
is expected to create 500-600
highly skilled jobs. The facili-
ty will be able to overhaul over
250 engines per year in the
beginning.

The CEO also briefed the

defence minister of their plan
to inaugurate this week Safran
Aircraft Engines and Safran
Electrical and Power India Pvt
Ltd. - both to come up in
Hyderabad and Safran-
Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited(   HAL) Aircraft
Engines as a joint venture in

Bengaluru.
Safran aircraft engine,

Hyderabad, with an invest-
ment of Euro 36 million and
located on 10 acres land in the
Hyderabad SEZ, will produce
parts and components for
advanced aircraft engines
including rotating seals.

Safran Electrical and Power
India Pvt Ltd will produce
harness for civil and fighter jets.
The joint venture between
Safran and HAL is for produc-
tion of rigid piping for aircraft
engines including helicopter
engines. The joint venture is
expected to hire 160 new high-
ly skilled personnel.

The CEO of Safran out-
lined his company’s long-
term plan in co-development
and co-product ion of
advanced jet engines and
transfer of technology as per
existing policy of the Indian
government.  The Defence
Minister noted the great
importance India attaches to
the strategic partnership with
France.
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Kerala has been ranked at the 11th
position, Telangana (12th), Maharashtra
(13th) ,  West  B engal  (14th)  and
Rajasthan (15th). Punjab is at the 16th
position, followed by Haryana, Delhi,
Chhattisgarh and Goa.

Goyal said the exercise of ranking
the States and UTs was commissioned
by the Ministry but carried out by a
third party. The ranking will lead to a
healthy competition among states under
the NFSA, also known as the food law,
under which, he said.

The Index denotes only the effi-
ciency of TPDS operations, it does not
reflect the level of hunger, if any or mal-
nutrition, or both, in a particular state
or union territory, the report clarified
adding it focuses on NFSA and TPDS
reforms, which can be standardized
across the states and union territories.It
rests upon three pillars that consider
various facets of food security and
nutrition. Each pillar has parameters and
sub-parameters that support this eval-
uation. The first pillar measures cover-
age of NFSA, rightful targeting, and
implementation of all provisions under
NFSA.

The second pillar analyses the deliv-
ery platform, while considering the
allocation of foodgrains, their move-
ment, and last-mile delivery to Fair Price
Shops (FPS).

The final pillar focuses on nutrition
initiatives of the department.  The find-

ings from the exercise revealed that most
states and union territories have fared
well in digitization, Aadhaar seeding,
and ePoS installation, which reiterates
the strength and scale of the reforms.

“However,  States  and Union
Territories can improve their perfor-
mance in a few areas. Exercises, such as
conducting and documenting social
audits thoroughly and operationalising
functions of State food commissions
across States and Union Territories, will
further bolster the true spirit of the Act,”
the report said.
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Officials said the Kandla-Mumbai
flight of SpiceJet was at 23,000 feet alti-
tude when the windshield’s outer pane
cracked. The pilots then conducted
priority landing at the Mumbai airport,
they said.

“On July 5, 2022, SpiceJet Q400 air-
craft was operating SG 3324 (Kandla-
Mumbai). During cruise at FL230, the
P2 side windshield outer pane cracked.
Pressurisation was observed to be nor-
mal. The aircraft landed safely in
Mumbai,” said a SpiceJet spokesperson.

Earlier, a SpiceJet flight, which took
off from Delhi and was headed to
Dubai, landed in Karachi, Pakistan, on
Tuesday. The aircraft landed safely at
Karachi and passengers disembarked.

The airline spokesperson said that
no emergency was declared and the air-
craft made a safe and normal landing.

“There were no earlier reports of any
malfunction with the aircraft. Passengers
have been served refreshments. A
replacement aircraft is being sent to
Karachi that will take the passengers to
Dubai,” the spokesperson added.

During the flight the crew observed
unusual fuel quantity reduction from the
left tank. Though they carried out the
checks, fuel quantity kept on decreasing.

On Saturday, the Delhi-Jabalpur
flight made an emergency landing as
smoke in the cabin triggered panic. All
this happened when the plane was fly-
ing at 5,000 feet.

On June 19, an engine on SpiceJet’s
Delhi-bound aircraft carrying 185 pas-
sengers caught fire soon after taking off
from the Patna airport and the plane
made an emergency landing minutes
later. The engine had malfunctioned
because of a bird hit.

In another incident on June 19, a
flight for Jabalpur had to return to Delhi
due to cabin pressurisation issues.

Fuselage door warnings lit up on two
separate planes while taking off on June
24 and June 25, forcing them to aban-
don their journeys and return.
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In the less than two-minute-long
video of court proceedings held on
Monday, Justice Sandesh also said,
“Your ADGP is so powerful... and some
person spoke with one of our High
Court judges who  came and sat with me

and cited  an example of transfer of one
of another judge to another district. I
will not hesitate to mention the name of
the judge also. He came and sat by the
side and said there is a threat to this
court.”

Justice Sandesh had made observa-
tions against the ACB last week and its
functioning while hearing a bail plea of
PS Mahesh, a deputy Tahsildar in the
office of the Bengaluru City Deputy
Commissioner. Two staff members of
the office were arrested for receiving a
bribe of Rs 5 lakh in exchange for
favourable order in a land dispute.

The court had taken objection as to
how senior officers were being protect-
ed and only junior staffers were being
persecuted in the case. In a related devel-
opment on Monday, Manjunath J, an IAS
officer and former Bengaluru City
Deputy Commissioner, was arrested in
the same case by ACB.
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Rajasekharan told The Pioneer that
the Kerala Governor would call for com-
ments from Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan about the controversial speech.
Khan said he was closely following
what was happening as a fallout of the
minister’s speech. “I understand that the
Chief Minister is aware of the happen-
ings. I expect appropriate action by the
concerned persons because we are all
bound to uphold the sacredness of the
Constitution,” said the Governor.

The BJP and the Yuva Morcha hit
the streets within minutes of the
Minister’s speech going viral and they
demanded Cherian’s resignation at the
earliest. 

“He has committed treachery and
violated the oath of secrecy that was
administered to him during his swear-
ing-in as minister. Cherian is left with
only one alternative and that is to quit
on his own,” said Rajasekharan who also
disclosed that the BJP was consulting
legal experts as part of its move to
approach the judiciary.

In Delhi ,  the BJP demanded
Cherian’s sacking from the Cabinet, say-
ing he cannot hold an office enabled by
the Constitution he has disrespected.

Union Minister V Muraleedharan, a
BJP leader from Kerala,  said CPI(M)
leaders such as Sitaram Yechury describe
the Constitution as a template of Indian
nationalism but choose to ignore this
deliberate attempt to disregard it.

This is shameful and proves their
“so-called respect for the Constitution
is just for show”, he said while demand-
ing that Cherian be sacked.      

“The @CPIMKerala leaders, includ-
ing Ministers in @VijayanPinarayi’s
Cabinet, have crossed all limits of
decency in public life. What can we
expect from those who toe the Chinese
line? CPM never cared or the respect-
ed Indian Republic,” Muraleedharan
said on Twitter.

While Congress workers marched to
Cherian’s office in Alappuzha, the
Congress demanded immediate dis-
missal of Cherian. Congress general sec-
retary organisation KC Venugopal said,

“He has  not  only insulted the
Constitution he took an oath to, but
Baba Saheb Ambedkar and the ideals of
India. He must resign or be removed
instantly.”

Congress’ general secretary Jairam
Ramesh said on Twitter that Cheriyan,
who made the most  “obnoxious
remarks” on the Constitution he swore
an oath on, should be sacked immedi-
ately.

Facing all-round criticism, Cherian
said his speech was portrayed in a dis-
torted manner. “I was blaming the
Central Government and Narendra
Modi for the present state of affairs. I
have high regards for the Constitution,”
said Cherian.

The CPI-M immediately fielded its
ideologist M A Baby to defend Cherian.
“It was a mere slip of the tongue and
there is nothing more to it,” said Baby,
the polit bureau member of the party.

K Ramkumar, a constitutional expert
and leading lawyer, said Cherian has
committed an unconscionable sin by
insulting the Constitution.

“He has violated and belittled the
same Constitution which he had
promised to preserve and save. His con-
tinuation in the council of Ministers
depends on the Governor and Chief
Minister. Since Cherian has violated the
humiliated Constitution, the Governor
has the authority to ask the Chief
Minister to drop the former from the
council of Ministers. What Cherian
said in the Assembly was to save him-
self from the consequences of the
speech. The Minister is in serious trou-
ble,” Ramkumar told The Pioneer.
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Aland mine set by suspect-
ed communist guerrillas

wounded seven soldiers in the
central Philippines on Tuesday,
in one of the insurgents' first
known attacks since President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. Took
office last week.

Army troops were check-
ing reports from villagers of
anti-personnel mines laid by
New People's Army rebels
along a village trail in Mapanas
town in Northern Samar
province when an explosion
wounded the seven soldiers,
regional army commander Maj.
Gen. Edgardo de Leon said.

Two of the wounded sol-
diers were in critical condition,
he said, adding that no villagers
were injured.

“Some of the soldiers were
tossed away because the rebels
have been using really power-
ful land mines,” de Leon said.

The government will file
criminal complaints against
rebel leaders for the attack and
the use of internationally
banned types of land mines, de
Leon told reporters.

The soldiers were not able
to open fire at the rebels, who
fled after the attack and were
being hunted by government
forces, he said.

On Friday, a day after
Marcos Jr. Was sworn in after
winning a landslide victory in
a May 9 election, government
troops assaulted eight commu-
nist rebels, killing one, in a brief
gunbattle in central Negros
Oriental province, the army
said.
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French authorities on Tuesday repatriated 51
women and children from the former Islamic

State-controlled areas in Syria, according to a
statement from the national antiterrorist pros-
ecutor's office. 

It's the single largest return of women and
children to France from camps in northeastern
Syria since the territorial defeat of the Islamic
State group in March 2019. France saw more of
its citizens leave to join IS than any other coun-
try in Europe. 

Tuesday's group comprises 16 women, aged
22 to 39, and 35 minors, seven of whom are com-
ing to France unaccompanied by adults. All but
two of the women in the group are French cit-
izens. Twelve women returned with their chil-
dren and four of the women had previously
agreed to the return of their children, accord-
ing to the prosecutor's statement. 

Eight women were taken into custody for
questioning and the other eight were detained

on arrest warrants. The children were placed in
the care of the child protective services attached
to the Versailles Judicial Court. 

One of the 35 minors is in police custody
on suspicion of participating in activities of a ter-
rorist criminal enterprise, according to the pros-
ecutor's statement. The minor will shortly turn
18, the statement said. 

Many European countries were slow to allow
the return of women and children for fear they
would violently turn on their homelands.
France, which saw more of its citizens join IS
in Syria than any other European country and
suffered multiple deadly attacks beginning in
2015, has been especially reluctant. 

French authorities have insisted that adults
who fought with IS should be prosecuted in the
country where they had committed crimes. 

In December, a 28-year-old Frenchwoman
with diabetes died in a camp in Syria, leaving
her 6-year-old daughter an orphan, according
to the family's lawyer, who had been request-
ing their return since 2019. 
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Agunman on a rooftop
opened fire on an

Independence Day parade in
suburban Chicago on Monday,
killing at least six people,
wounding at least 30 and send-
ing hundreds of marchers, par-
ents with strollers and children
on bicycles fleeing in terror,
police said.

Authorities said a man
named as a person of interest in
the shooting was taken into
police custody Monday evening
after an hourslong manhunt in
and around Highland Park, an
affluent community of about
30,000 on Chicago's north shore.

The July 4 shooting was just
the latest to shatter the rituals of
American life. Schools, church-

es, grocery stores and now com-
munity parades have all become
killing grounds in recent
months. This time, the blood-
shed came as the nation tried to
find cause to celebrate its found-
ing and the bonds that still hold
it together.

“It definitely hits a lot hard-

er when it's not only your home-
town but it's also right in front
of you,” resident Ron Tuazon
said as he and a friend returned
to the parade route Monday
evening to retrieve chairs, blan-
kets and a child's bike that he
and his family abandoned when
the shooting began.

���■ ��	5	��

From the snowcapped peaks
of Tibet to the tropical

island of Hainan, China is
sweltering under the worst
heatwave in decades while
rainfall hit records in June.

Extreme heat is also batter-
ing Japan, and volatile weath-
er is causing trouble for other
parts of the world in what sci-
entists say has all the hallmarks
of climate change, with even
more warming expected this
century. 

The northeastern
provinces of Shandong, Jilin
and Liaoning saw precipitation
rise to the highest levels ever
recorded in June, while the
national average 112.1 mil-
limeters (4.4 inches) was 9.1
per cent high than the same
month last year, the China

Meteorological Administration
said in a report Tuesday. 

The average temperature
across the nation also hit 21.3
degrees Celsius (70.34
Fahrenheit) in June, up 0.9 C
(1.8 F) from the same period
month last year and the high-
est since 1961. No relief is in
sight, with higher than usual
temperatures and precipita-
tion forecast in much of the
country throughout July, the
administration said. 

In the northern province of
Henan, Xuchang hit 42.1 C
(107.8 F) and Dengfeng 41.6 C
(106.9 F) on June 24 for their
hottest days on record, accord-
ing to global extreme weather
tracker Maximiliano Herrera. 

China has also seen sea-
sonal flooding in several parts
of the country, causing misery
for hundreds of thousands,
particularly in the hard-hit

south that receives the bulk of
rainfall as well as typhoons that
sweep in from the South China
Sea. 

China is not alone in expe-
riencing higher temperatures
and more volatile weather. In
Japan, authorities warned of
greater than usual stress on the

power grid and urged citizens
to conserve energy. 

Japanese officials
announced the earliest end to
the annual summer rainy sea-
son since the national meteo-
rological agency began keeping
records in 1951. The rains
usually temper summer heat,

often well into July. 
On Friday, the cities of

Tokamachi and Tsunan set all-
time heat records while sever-
al others broke monthly marks.

Large parts of the Northern
Hemisphere have seen extreme
heat this summer, with regions
from the normally chilly
Russian Arctic to the tradition-
ally sweltering American South
recording unusually high tem-
peratures and humidity. 

In the United States, the
National Weather Service has
held 30 million Americans
under some kind of heat advi-
sory amid record-setting tem-
peratures. 

The suffering and danger
to health is most intense among
those without air conditioning
or who work outdoors, further
reinforcing the economic dis-
parities in dealing with extreme
weather trends. 
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Attacks by jihadis killed at
least 22 people in north-

western Burkina Faso and also
injured others, the govern-
ment said Monday.

The “cowardly and barbar-
ic” attack occurred late Sunday
in the commune of Bourasso
in Kossi province, Babo Pierre
Pierre Bassinga, governor of
Boucle du Mouhoun region,
said in a statement. 

The West African nation
has been overrun by jihadi
violence linked to al-Qaida
and the Islamic State group in
recent years. Violence has
killed thousands and displaced
nearly 2 million people from
their homes. 

Mutinous soldiers ousted
Burkina Faso's democratical-
ly elected president in January
promising to secure the coun-
try, but since then violence has
increased and spread.

More than 530 violent
incidents occurred between
February and May, which was
more than double the level
during the same period of
2021, according to the Armed
Conflict Location & Event
Data Project. 

At least 135 people were
killed in 12 jihadi attacks dur-
ing the first two weeks of
June, according to an internal
security report for aid workers
seen by The Associated Press. 

In an attempt to stem the
violence, last month the junta
announced the creation of
two military zones in the
hard-hit East and Sahel

regions, forcing civilians to
leave their homes within two
weeks and prompting con-
cerns it would worsen the cri-
sis of displaced people. 

Analysts say the Boucle du
Mouhoun region where the
attacks took place Sunday has
become a hub for militants as
violence once focused on the
east and north regions has
expanded west.

“The latest attack in north-
western Burkina Faso is anoth-
er link to the chain of uncon-
tainable terror that's plagued
the Sahel for the past two
years,” said Laith Alkhouri,
CEO of Intelonyx Intelligence
Advisory, which provides
intelligence analysis. “It should
urge the de facto government
to act and seek international
security support to stem the
violence,” he said. 
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Sri Lanka will present a debt
restructuring programme
to the IMF by August to

secure a bailout package, Prime
Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe told
Parliament on Tuesday, but
acknowledged that negotia-
tions with the global lender
were "more difficult and com-
plicated" than in the past as the
country is now "bankrupt."

Sri Lanka is going through
the worst economic crisis since
its independence from Britain
in 1948, and needs to obtain at
least USD 4 billion to tide over
the acute shortage in foreign
exchange reserves. An
International Monetary Fund
(IMF) team visited Colombo on
June 20 to continue discussions
on an economic programme
that could be supported by an
IMF lending arrangement.

The IMF later said it has
concluded “constructive and
productive” discussions with
Sri Lankan authorities, but
warned that the crisis-ridden
island nation needs to do more
on debt restructuring and step
up structural reforms to
address corruption vulnera-
bilities before a bailout package
is finalised.

"The first round of discus-
sions with the IMF has been a
success but the assistance
depends on the debt restructur-

ing programme which Sri
Lanka has to come up with,"
Wickremesinghe said in
Parliament.

Sri Lanka is currently
working on the debt restructur-
ing sustainability being pre-
pared by legal and financial
experts. "We hope to submit
this report to the IMF by
August. Once this is done we
will be able to reach an agree-
ment," he said.

The anticipated IMF facil-
ity is viewed as being slow to
materialise due to the question
of the island's debt sustainabil-

ity.
Wickremesinghe said the

economic crisis will be resolved
through meaningful reforms
and stressed that the support of
Parliament, including the
Opposition, is of paramount
importance. "A return to an
open economy, devoid of state
monopolies, is a must.
Economic integration with the
region mustn't be feared, but
pursued,” he said.

Wickremesinghe recalled
that Sri Lanka held negotiations
with the IMF on many occa-
sions before, however at those

times discussions were held as
a developing country.

"But this time the situation
is different from all those pre-
vious occasions. We are now
participating in the negotia-
tions as a bankrupt country.
Therefore, we have to face a
more difficult and complicat-
ed situation than in previous
negotiations," he said.

"Once a staff-level agree-
ment is reached, this will be
submitted to the IMF Board of
Directors for approval. But due
to the state of bankruptcy our
country is in, we have to sub-
mit a plan on our debt sustain-
ability to them separately.

"Only when they are satis-
fied with that plan can we reach
an agreement at the staff level.
This is not a straightforward
process. We have been able to
end the round of discussion
effectively despite these diffi-
culties," Wickremesinghe said.

He said Sri Lanka's econo-
my is currently shrinking and
the government was trying to
reverse it.

"According to central bank
statistics, our current econom-
ic growth rate is between neg-
ative four and negative five.
According to IMF statistics, it
is between negative six and
negative seven. This is a seri-
ous situation," he said.

"By 2025, our aim is to cre-
ate a surplus in the primary
budget. Our effort is to raise the

economic growth rate to a sta-
ble level. Our expectation is to
establish a stable economic
base by 2026," he said.

"It will take till 2026 to go
back to the 2018 level. If we
make a determined journey
along this road map, we can
achieve an economic growth
rate of negative one by the end
of 2023, he said.

He said the total debt bur-
den of the government at the
end of 2021 was Rs 17.5 trillion
and by March 2022 it has
increased to Rs 21.6 trillion.

The Prime Minister also
presented the roadmap with
proposed solutions to the exist-
ing economic problem. He said
it was important to stabilise the
rupee as soon as possible and
strengthen the rupee without
letting it fall.

"We have implemented a
plan to limit the printing of
money in the future. In 2023,
we will have to print money
with restrictions on several
occasions. But by the end of
2024, it is our intention to stop
printing money completely."

Wickremesinghe said that
Sri Lanka's inflation by the year
end would be over 50 per cent.
"Our plan is to control infla-
tion. By the end of this year,
inflation will rise to 60%. This
is mainly due to the increase in
the prices of goods in the
world and the fall in the value
of the rupee," he said.
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More than two dozen
children have died of
hunger in the past two

months in a single hospital in
Somalia. Dr Yahye Abdi Garun
has watched their emaciated
parents stumble in from rural
areas gripped by the driest
drought in decades. And yet no
humanitarian aid arrives.

Shortly after Russia invad-
ed Ukraine, a donor who was
preparing to give a half-million
dollars to a Somali aid group
told its executive director
Hussein Kulmiye it was redi-
recting the money to help
Ukrainians instead. And now,
as Somalis fleeing the drought
fill more than 500 camps in the
city of Baidoa, aid workers
make “horrific” choices to help
one camp and ignore 10 others,
Norwegian Refugee Council
Secretary General Jan Egeland
said, telling The Associated
Press he is “angry and
ashamed.” 

His group's Ukraine appeal
was fully funded within 48

hours, but its Somalia appeal is
perhaps a quarter funded as
thousands of people die.

The war in Ukraine has
abruptly drawn millions of
dollars away from other crises.
Somalia, facing a food shortage
largely driven by the war, might
be the most vulnerable. 

Its aid funding is less than
half of last year's level while
overwhelmingly Western
donors have sent more than
USD 1.7 billion to respond to
the war in Europe. 

Yemen, Syria, Iraq, South
Sudan, Congo and the
Palestinian territories are sim-
ilarly affected.

The USD 2.2 billion appeal
for Ukraine is almost 80 per
cent funded, according to
United Nations data, an “excep-
tional” level for any crisis at the
midway point of the year, said
Angus Urquhart, humanitari-
an and crisis lead for the
Development Initiatives con-
sultancy. The smaller appeal for
Somalia is just 30 per cent
funded.

This year's global shift in

money and attention is perhaps
most urgently felt in the Horn
of Africa, including Ethiopia
and Kenya, where some areas
could be declared in famine
within weeks. 

The United States Agency
for International Development
says regional authorities haven't
seen anything on this scale in
well over 100 years. Millions of
livestock, families' source of
wealth and nutrition, have
died. People are next.

To the shock of some
exhausted Somalis who walk
for days through parched land-
scapes to places like Mogadishu
in search of aid, there is often
little or none. Hawa Osman
Bilal sat outside her makeshift
tent holding the clothes of her
daughter Ifrah, who like many
vulnerable Somalis died after
the difficult journey to seek
help.

“She was skinny and ema-
ciated, and she died in front of
me,” Bilal said. The girl was
buried nearby, one in a grow-
ing number of tiny graves.

The crowded camp's care-

taker, Fadumo Abdulkadir
Warsame, told the AP that
about 100 families had arrived
in the past week alone, swelling
the population to 1,700 fami-
lies. There is no food to give
them. “The only thing we can
afford for them is bread and
black tea,” he said. 

“There is no aid from the
donors yet.” At a nearby store-
room run by the local organi-
sation Peace and Development
Action, supported by the UN
World Food Program, the stock
has shriveled. “The world has
turned its back on Somalia to
focus on Ukraine,” manager
Shafici Ali Ahmed said. The
White House acknowledged
the problem in a June 28 state-
ment on global food security,
saying that “while the entire
globe will continue to be affect-
ed by Russia's actions, the most
immediate needs will present in
the Horn of Africa,” where
Somalia once sourced 90 per
cent of its wheat from Russia
and Ukraine but now struggles
to find supplies amid soaring
prices.

“We're really trying to stave
off mass deaths at this point,”
Sarah Charles, assistant to the
administrator for USAID's
Bureau for Humanitarian
Assistance, told the AP, adding
that “unfortunately, the nature
of these crises is such that they
go slow and then go very fast.”
Nimo Hassan, director of the
Somalia NGO Consortium,
and several others said they
believe donor countries' repre-
sentatives on the ground
understand the urgency, but
decision-makers in capitals like
Brussels and London appear
distracted by the war in Europe.
“They're not saying openly,
We're focused on Ukraine,' but
you can see what they're doing
in Ukraine,” Hassan said. 

“It should be based on
need, not a political decision,
you know?”

Less than 30 per cent of the
new arrivals at camps for those
fleeing drought in Somalia
were receiving immediate food
or other assistance as of April,
the UN humanitarian agency
has said.
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Valentyna Klymenko tries to
return home as late as pos-

sible to avoid the darkness of
her war-damaged home out-
side Ukraine's capital. She vis-
its friends, goes to the well for
water or looks for a place to
charge her phone.

The 70-year-old Klymenko
then returns alone to an apart-
ment that used to be noisy and
full of life. She is now greeted
by dim, damp rooms instead of

the voices of her great-grand-
children. 

Klymenko rarely cooks.
She drinks fruit compote and
eats canned tomatoes, which
she prepared last year, so she
doesn't waste the gas in her
portable stove. She goes to bed
quickly, but can't fall asleep for
a long time. 

Her thoughts revolve
around one question: “What
will happen to my home?”

Russian troops retreated
from the area around Kyiv in

late March. But they left behind
16,000 damaged residential
buildings in the Bucha region,
where Borodyanka is located,
according to the head of the
Kyiv regional administration,
Oleksiy Kuleba. 

The most affected street in
Borodyanka, a town with a
population of more than
12,000, was Tsentralna, which
was still called Lenin Street less
than a decade ago. One of the
homes on this street belongs to
Klymenko.

The shockwave from a
Russian airstrike that witness-
es say struck the building
across the street with two
bombs caused a f ire in
Klymenko's five-story apart-
ment building.

The apartments on the
upper floors of Klymenko's
building burned. Four months
later, there is no electricity,
water, or gas. Some residents
lost everything and ended up
on the street without any
means to find a new home.

“I had a sofa here and
armchairs here. 

“But now there are just the
springs,” said Tetiana Solohub,
pointing to the blackened walls
of her home. Nothing is left but
a couple of small enamel cups
and the suffocating smell of
ashes.

Solohub's scorched apart-
ment is located a few floors
above Klymenko's. They
moved into the building at the
same time 36 years ago, when
it had just been built.
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Star Indian shuttler HS
Prannoy on Tuesday

regained his place in the world's
top 20, riding on his consistent
show in the international circuit
this season.

The 29-year-old from
Kerala, who had played a pivotal
role in India's monumental
Thomas Cup win in May,
improved two places to 19 in the
men's singles rankings.

Prannoy, who had reached
a career-best ranking of eight in
2018, has been one of the most
consistent male shuttlers in the
circuit with a series of quarter-
finals and semifinals appearance
this season.

He is now the third highest
ranked Indian male shuttler in
the world after Lakshya Sen
(10th) and Kidambi Srikanth
(11th).

Prannoy, who had reached

the finals of Swiss Open in
March, surpassed Tokyo
Olympian B Sai Praneeth
(20th).

Two-time Olympic medal-
list P V Sindhu maintained her
seventh spot in the latest chart,
while Saina Nehwal also stayed
static on 24th.

Chirag Shetty and
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy were
steady on eighth in the men's
doubles rankings, while
Ashwini Ponnappa and N Sikki
Reddy dropped a rung to 24th
position.

Among others, 2014
Commonwealth Games cham-
pion Paruppali Kashyap jumped
three places to reach the World
No. 36 ranking, riding on his
second round appearance at the
Malaysia Open Super 750 event.

The Verma brothers —
Sameer and Sourabh — were
the other two Indians inside the
world's top 50.
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Badminton Asia Technical
Committee chairman Chih

Shen Chen has apologised to
two-time Olympic medallist P
V Sindhu for the "human error"
committed by the referee dur-
ing the women's singles semi-
final match of the Badminton
Asia Championships in April.

Sindhu had been left in
tears after an "unfair" call by the
umpires midway through her
semifinal match against Japan's
Akane Yamaguchi saw her go
down in three games and even-
tually sign off with a Bronze
medal, her second in the con-
tinental championship.

"Unfortunately, there is no
rectification at this time.
However, we have taken the
necessary steps to avoid a rep-
etition of this human error," the

official said in the letter to
Sindhu.

"We sincerely apologize for
the inconvenience caused to
you. We believe it is part of the
sport and that it is accepted as
such."

The incident had happened

while Sindhu was leading 14-11
in the second game after hav-
ing won the first game when the
umpire handed her a one-point
penalty for taking too much
time to serve between points.

Sindhu, who turned 27 on
Tuesday, lost her momentum

after that incident and lost 21-
13, 19-21, 16-21.

The Indian was seen having
an animated discussion with the
chief referee after the chair
umpire asked her to hand over
the shuttle to Yamaguchi but it
all fell on deaf ears.

"The umpire told me you're
taking a lot of time but the
opponent wasn't ready at that
point. But the umpire sudden-
ly gave her the point and it was
really unfair. I think that was
one of the reasons why I lost,"
Sindhu had said.

"I mean that is my feeling
because at that moment it was
14-11 and could have become
15-11 but instead, it became 14-
12 and she took continuous
points. And I think it was very
unfair. Maybe I would have
won the match and played in
the final."

Sindhu, who is a member
of Badminton World
Federation's (BWF) Athletes'
Commission, had immediate-
ly written a letter to the world
body and the Asia badminton
confederation, protesting
against the decision.
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India's Commonwealth
Games-bound women's

doubles duo of Treesa Jolly
and Gayatri Gopichand made
a first round exit from the
Malaysia Masters badminton
tournament, losing to local
pair of Pearly Tan and
Thinaah Muralitharan here
on Tuesday.

The Indian pair was out-
played by the Malaysians 14-
21, 14-21 in the opening
round match that lasted just
33 minutes.

None of the Indians won
any match on Tuesday with
two other women's doubles
pairs also suffering first round

defeats.
The combination of

Ashwini Bhat and Shikha
Gautam lost 7-21, 10-21 to
Yuki Fukushima and Sayaka
Hirota of Japan while Pooja
Dandu and Arathi Sara went
down to Bulgaria's Gabriela
Stoeva and Stefani Stoeva 17-
21, 17-21.

In the women's singles,
Malvika Bansod also suffered
a 10-21, 17-21 defeat against
host country's Goh Jin Wei in
33 minutes to exit from the
Super 500 tournament.

Olympic medallists PV
Sindhu and Saina Nehwal
will feature in the women's
singles first round matches on
Wednesday.
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Manchester United complet-
ed their swoop for

Feyenoord defender Tyrell
Malacia on Tuesday as Erik ten
Hag made his first signing since
taking charge at Old Trafford.

United landed Malacia in a
reported £12.95 million ($15.4
million) deal after making a late
move for the Netherlands full-
back, who had been close to
joining French club Lyon.

The 22-year-old has agreed
a four-year contract with the
option of a further 12 months.

It is a landmark deal for Ten
Hag, who had been linked with
a host of potential signings
before finally making Malacia
the first acquisition of his United
reign.

Ten Hag arrived at United in
May after finishing his success-
ful spell at Ajax, where he had
plenty of opportunities to see
Malacia's quality with Dutch
rivals Feyenoord.

Malacia, who made 136
appearances for Feyenoord, said:
"It's an incredible feeling to
have joined Manchester United.
This is a new chapter for me, a
new league with new team-
mates and a tremendous man-
ager leading us.

"I know from playing
against his teams in the
Eredivisie, the qualities that he
has and what he demands of his
players.

"Whilst I know that I am still
young and will continue to

develop, I can promise the
United fans that I will leave
everything on the pitch every
time I pull on the red shirt."

Malacia, who plays largely at
left-back, is expected to be part
of the United squad that leaves
for the pre-season tour of
Thailand and Australia on
Friday.

Capped five times by the
Netherlands, Malacia is likely to
compete with England left-back
Luke Shaw for a place in United's
starting line-up.
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Roma have signed Turkey

international Mehmet Zeki

Celik from Lille, the Serie A club
announced on Tuesday.

In a statement, Roma said
the 25-year-old full-back "has
signed a four-year contract with
the Giallorossi that runs until 30
June 2026".

The 32-times capped Celik
arrives for a reported fee of seven
million euros ($7.2 million)
with 15 percent of any future sale
also going to Lille.

In his four years at Lille
Celik played nearly 150 times in
all competitions.
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Tottenham forward

Richarlison was banned on
Tuesday from his new club's
English Premier League opening
game after throwing a smoke
canister when playing for
Everton last season.

Richarlison admitted a
charge of improper conduct
and was banned for one game
and fined 25,000 pounds
($30,000), the English Football
Association said in announcing
the tribunal verdict.

Tottenham start the league
hosting Southampton on August
6. Richarlison should be avail-
able to play at Chelsea one
week later. Richarlison scored in
Everton's 1-0 win against
Chelsea on May 1 that helped his
then club avoid relegation. But
a lit, blue smoke canister was
thrown on the pitch by Everton
supporters and Richarlison
picked it up and threw it away
from the field.
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Defending champion
Novak Djokovic battled
back from two sets to

love down to defeat Jannik
Sinner and reach his 11th
Wimbledon semi-final on
Tuesday.

Djokovic triumphed 5-7, 2-
6, 6-3, 6-2, 6-2 and will face
either Britain's Cameron Norrie
or David Goffin of Belgium for
a place in Sunday's final.

It was the seventh time in
the Serb's career that he had
recovered from two sets to love
at the Slams.

"Huge congrats to Jannik
for a big fight, he's so mature for
his age, he has plenty of time
ahead of him," said Djokovic.

"The first two sets com-
pared to the next three were like
two different matches. He was
the better player for those first
two sets.

"But at the end of the sec-
ond set I took a toilet break,
gave myself a little pep talk,
tried to gather my thoughts.

"I broke early in the third
set. I saw a little bit of doubt
start to come into his move-
ment. I have many years' expe-
rience of playing on these
courts and coping with the
pressure."

Djokovic is bidding to go
level with Pete Sampras as a
seven-time Wimbledon cham-
pion and stand just one off
Roger Federer's men's record of
eight.

He appeared set for a rou-
tine afternoon when he swept
into a 4-1 lead in the opener
and had a break point for 5-1
against the 20-year-old Italian.

Sinner, the 10th seed, saved
it and rallied to move 6-5
ahead, carving out an opportu-
nity to serve for the set.

Djokovic saved a set point
but a netted service return gave

the Italian the set.
Sinner, relentlessly unleash-

ing winners from all corners of
the court, stunned the top seed
again with breaks in the third
and seventh games on his way
to a two-set lead.

However, Djokovic is no
stranger to Grand Slam adver-
sity, having twice come back
from two sets to love down as
recently as last year's French
Open.

The second of those stun-
ning recoveries came in the final
against Stefanos Tsitsipas.

A break in the fourth game
of the third set enabled Djokovic
to cut his quarter-final deficit.

In control, the 35-year-old
levelled the tie with a double
break in the fourth set as Sinner
took a worrying tumble on his
ankle scrambling to the Centre
Court net.

Djokovic carved out two
more breaks in the decider, the
second off the back of a stun-
ning, cross-court backhand on
the stretch to go to 5-2 before
calmly serving it out.
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Germany's Tatjana Maria

came from behind to beat com-
patriot Jule Niemeier 4-6, 6-2,
7-5 on Tuesday and reach her
first Grand Slam semi-final.

The 34-year-old mother of
two will play either third seed
Ons Jabeur or unseeded Marie
Bouzkova for a place in the
final.

"I have goosebumps every-
where," said Maria, who
returned from maternity leave
just under a year ago.

"My two little girls, it's a
dream to live this with my fam-
ily, to live this with my two girls.
Almost one year ago I gave
birth, it's crazy."

She said would like to face
world number two Jabeur in the
semi-finals.
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Rafael Nadal reached the Wimbledon quar-
ter-finals for the eighth time on Monday

with a straight-sets defeat of Botic van de
Zandschulp.

Nadal, who has already won the
Australian and French Opens to stand halfway
to the first calendar Grand Slam since 1969,
triumphed 6-4, 6-2, 7-6 (8/6).

Next up for the 36-year-old Spaniard is a
clash against American 11th seed Taylor Fritz,
who beat him in the Indian Wells final earli-
er in the year.

"To be back in the quarter-finals after not
being here for three years is amazing," said the
2008 and 2010 champion,

"I expect a very tough match against
Taylor — he won his first Masters title this year
against me in the final.

"The quarter-finals of a Slam are always
very tough."
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Indian tennis ace Sania
Mirza and her Croatian

partner Mate Pavic advanced
to the Wimbledon mixed
doubles semifinals with a
hard-fought win over fourth
seeds Gabriela Dabrowski
and John Peers.

Mirza and Pavic, seeded
sixth, eked out a thrilling 6-
4, 3-6, 7-5 win over
Canadian-Australian duo in
one hour 41 minutes on
court 3 on Monday night.

The Indo-Croatian pair
will take on the the winners
of the quarterfinal between
Robert Farah and Jelena
Ostapenko, the seventh seeds,
and second seeds Neil Skupsi
and Desirae Krawczyk.

This is Mirza's best
mixed doubles performance
at the All England Club. She
had previously reached the
quarterfinals in 2011, 2013
and 2015.

A Wimbledon title is the

only mixed doubles Grand
Slam missing from her tro-
phy cabinet.

Mirza, a six-time Grand
Slam winner, has already
announced her retirement
at the end of this season.
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Former champion Simona
Halep swept past fourth-

seeded Paula Badosa to reach
the Wimbledon quarter-finals
for the fifth time on Monday.

Halep won 6-1, 6-2 in just
one hour as her Spanish oppo-
nent's game fell apart with 21
unforced errors.

The Romanian, who was
champion in 2019, has yet to
drop a set at the tournament.

Halep, 30, had to sit out
Wimbledon in 2021 due to a

calf injury that sidelined her
for three months.

Her build-up to this year's
tournament was compromised
by a neck injury.

"It means a lot that I'm
back in a quarter-finals after I
struggled so much with
injuries and self-confidence,"
said Halep.

"I'm working hard every
day. I feel like if I do that, I will
get better. I'm really happy
with the way I'm playing. I'm
really confident. It's a pleasure
to be on court."

6�)������	���	��8	��,��@��0���6���!�
���������

���■ 6	��

Divock Origi signed for AC
Milan on Tuesday after

being let go by Liverpool at the
end of last season.

The 27-year-old Belgian
international Origi has joined
Milan as a free agent after his
contract was registered with
the Italian top flight.

Origi arrives at the Serie A
team after not having played
enough matches to trigger an
extension to his contract with

Liverpool.
He has reportedly signed

a four-year deal which will net
him four million euros ($4.23
million dollars) a season.

He was largely a bit-part
player at Liverpool but scored
vital goals over his eight years
on Merseyside which made
him a favourite of fans and
manager Jurgen Klopp.

Those strikes include two
in an astonishing comeback
against Barcelona in the
Champions League semi-finals

in 2019, and the second is that
year's final as Liverpool lifted
their sixth European Cup
against Tottenham.

Origi made 176 appear-
ances for the Reds after arriv-
ing in 2014, scoring 41 times.

He has been capped 32
times for his country, but all
three of his international goals
came in 2014. Milan have
brought in Origi to bolster a
forward line which struggled
for goals despite winning last
season's thrilling Serie A.
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Indian Olympic Association general secretary Rajeev Mehta
and treasurer Anandeshwar Pandey on Tuesday felicitated Indian
Junior Women’s Handball team for their outstanding performance
in Under-20 Women’s World Handball Championship at
Slovania. Mona Chaudhary, Sheetal Kumari and Afreen Afzal
of Uttar Pradesh were also the part of the Indian team.
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Sports directorate is organising combined selection trials for

the seats left in sports hostels of the state on July 14-15 at KD
Singh ‘Babu’ Stadium. The trials for girl’s will be held in table
tennis, basketball and archery while boy’s trials will be held for
kabaddi. 
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India stand-in captain Jasprit
Bumrah on Tuesday blamed

his side's defeat to England in the
rescheduled fifth Test here to the
batting failure in the second
innings, saying they let the
match slip away from their
hands after dominating major
part of it.

England rode on Joe Root
and Jonny Bairstow's majestic
centuries to thump India by
seven wickets and register their
highest-ever successful run
chase in Test cricket.

England overhauled the
378-run target in the morning
session of the fifth and final day
with Root and Bairstow remain-
ing unbeaten on 142 and 114
respectively.

"That's the beauty of Test
cricket, even if you have three
good days. We fell short with the
bat yesterday and that is where
we let the opposition in to let the
match slip away from us,"
Bumrah said at the post-match
presentation ceremony.

"Ifs and buts can always be
there. If you go back, if there was
no rain in the first match, we
could have won the series. But
England played really well."

England's win meant that
the five-match Test series, which
spilled over to this year due to
COVID-19 cases in the Indian
camp last year, ended in 2-2
draw.

"We have drawn the series
and both teams played very
good cricket and it was a fair
result," Bumrah said.

Bumrah lauded Rishabh
Pant and Ravindra Jadeja for
their tons in India's first innings.

"Pant takes his chances. He
and Jaddu got us back into the
game with their counter-attack.
We were ahead in the game. He
takes his chances, backs himself
and very happy for him," he said.

Bumrah said he thorough-

ly enjoyed the captaincy respon-
sibility and it was a pleasure to
lead the national team.

"The captaincy is not what
I decide. I like responsibility. It
was a good challenge, a new
challenge. It was an honour to
lead the team and a great expe-
rience."

England skipper Ben Stokes
said his team was trying to
rewrite the way Test cricket is
being played in the country
with its new-found attacking
brand of the game.

"When the lads play like
this, it makes my job easier.
When you have clarity like we
have in the dressing room, it
makes chasing totals like this

easier. 378 would have been
scary five weeks ago, but now it's
all good.

"We are trying to rewrite
how Test cricket is played in
England. All our plans from the
last four-five weeks is what we
want to take ahead. Bowling on
the top of off isn't important, it
is all about taking ten wicket," he
said.

"We want to give some new
life to Test cricket. Inspiring the
next generation is what we want
to do. We want to bring in new
fans and want to leave a mark on
Test cricket," he added.

Stokes was all praise of his
batters for pulling off the historic
run chase for England.

"Jonny and Root will get all
the credit, but the precedent was
set up by the way the openers
played against Bumrah and
Shami with the new ball."

Man-of-the-match Jonny
Bairstow, who smashed cen-
turies in both the innings, said
he was never afraid of failure and
just wanted to put the pressure
back on the opposition.

"It is great fun at the
moment. I am stripping it back
to the basics. The last few years
have been tough on me but the
last few months have been fan-
tastic.
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Jonny Bairstow and Joe Root,
who have made chasing
tricky targets in Test match-

es fashionable, put famed
Indian pace attack to sword
with imposing hundreds as
England recorded their highest
ever chase of 378 runs with
minimum fuss to level the
five-match series 2-2.

It is fourth straight success-
ful chase for England, having
accomplished tricky fourth
innings targets of 278, 299, 296
against New Zealand in the
previous series.

For India, the ignominy
was of not being able to defend
their highest fourth innings tar-
get. When England were rattled
on the fourth afternoon by
stand-in skipper Jasprit
Bumrah, the two star batters
didn't waver from their game
plan. The entire Indian attack,
except Bumrah, looked pedes-
trian. All England needed was
just under 20 overs to knock off
the remaining 119 runs on fifth
morning.

What was more embarrass-
ing was England knocking off
the runs in 76.4 overs, which
isn't even a full day's play and
at a run-rate of nearly five runs
per over (4.93).

Root (142 not out), who
has been in even more sublime
form since relinquishing cap-
taincy, scored his 28th centu-
ry and was involved in an
unbroken 269-run stand with
Bairstow (114 not out), whose
ton count reached a dozen
after the completion of this
game.

Bairstow, who is in the
form of his life, topped up his
first innings of 106 with an
even more graceful century as

Brendon McCullum's philoso-
phy of deflating teams on flat
decks is currently working
wonders.

A cursory look at a statis-
tical nuggets reveals the impact
Bairstow and Root have made
in England's last four victories.

Root has scored 11, 115 not
out, 176, 3, 5, 86 not out, 5 and
142 not out in his last eight
innings. Bairstow has scored 1,
16, 8, 136, 162, 71 not out, 106

and 114 not out in the same set
of games.

Both have played signifi-
cant role in three chases in the
last four games.
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This is India's third straight

Test match defeat in a 'SENA'
country (SA, England, NZ,
Australia) after back-to-back
defeats against South Africa but
this will hurt more as they had

a sizeable first innings lead of
132 runs.

The defeat would also sig-
nificantly dent India's chances
of finishing in top-two in the
World Test Championship
(WTC) table.

Bumrah in his first tryst as
captain was very impressive
despite the disappointing out-
come but what would hurt
India badly is the tactics
employed by the team that

had so many senior players.
A team that has set a tar-

get of 378 couldn't have possi-
bly started with a spread out
field, logic of which would
need some explaining from
head coach Rahul Dravid.

Since he has taken over,
India have lost three out of four
overseas Tests and for a man,
who relies heavily on method
and process, that's not a great
piece of stat.

Bowling with a deep extra
cover, deep mid-wicket, deep
fine leg only gave a negative
impression about the strategy
deployed on the fourth
evening.

The singles and doubles
were easy pickings as none of
the bowlers was able to settle
down. It was imperative to
keep one batter at one end
under a tight leash.

As pressure released, the
boundaries flowed from the
blades of both the batters. It
wasn't a typical 'Bazball'
approach which is going for
leather but bleeding the oppo-
sition with thousand cuts, both
practically and metaphorically.

The gaping holes in the
field were a testimony of a hol-
low strategy.

Ravindra Jadeja (18.4-3-
62-0), a classical left-arm spin-
ner, bowled over the wicket
throughout, negating any
chance of trapping the batters
in front of the wicket. Not for
once did he come round the
wicket to pin the batters.

And to make matters
worse, India's third and fourth
pacers -- Mohammed Siraj
(15-0-98-0) and Shardul
Thakur (11-0-65-0) -- hardly
made in impact. They were
guilty of bowling too short or
too full.
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Former India cricketers
Virender Sehwag, Irfan

Pathan and Yusuf Pathan will
be in action when the second
season of the Legends League
Cricket returns in September
with four teams and 110
International players on board,
the organisers announced here
on Tuesday.

"I love to be in the cricket
field. I missed the playing 1st
season of LLC but it would be
great to go back into the field
with the LLC season 2,"
Sehwag, who missed the last
season, said.

Apart from Sehwag, the
Pathan brothers have con-
firmed their participation so far
in the tournament.

Former India coach Ravi
Shastri, who is the commis-
sioner of Legends League
Cricket said: "The carnival of
legends is back. Top Cricketers
from around the world would
be seen coming together.

"These players have con-
tributed immensely to crick-
et throughout their career. I
am looking forward to watch-
ing them play the Legends
League Cricket second sea-
son."

The first season of tourna-
ment had former cricketers
from India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka,
Australia, England divided into
three teams representing India,
Asia and Rest of the World.

But this time it would fol-
low IPL style with franchises
owning four teams.
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India vice-captain Smriti Mandhana
moved up a rung to eighth position in the

batter's chart in the latest ICC women's ODI
rankings released here on Tuesday.

Mandhana, who hit an 83-ball unbeat-
en 94 in India's 10-wicket win over Sri
Lanka in the second ODI on Monday, is the
lone Indian in the top 10 of the batting chart
which is headed by Australian Alyssa
Healey followed by England's Natalie
Sciver.

All-rounder Deepti Sharma and open-
er Shafali Verma have made significant
improvements to their positions after help-
ing India take an unassailable 2-0 lead
against Sri Lanka in the three-match ICC
Women's Championship (IWC) series
being played in Pallekele.

Deepti, who grabbed three for 25 and
scored an unbeaten 22, has moved up two
places to the 29th position among batters
and three slots to 16th among bowlers.

In the rankings for all-rounders, she has
gained 20 rating points to reach within one
point of Australia's Ashleigh Gardner,
who is sixth on the list.

Verma, who is leading the run aggre-
gate in the series with 106 runs including
an unbeaten 71 in the second match, is up
12 places to a career-best 36th among bat-
ters. She is currently ranked fifth in the T20
list. Other Indians to move up the batters'
list are Pooja Vastrakar (up three places to
61st), Rajeshwari Gayakwad (up four
places to 93rd) and Meghna Singh (up

seven places to 100th).
They have all also moved up the

bowlers' list -- Gayakwad from 12th to 11th,
Meghna from 58th to 47th and Vastrakar
from 57th to 50th.

Pacer Renuka Singh is also a major
gainer, her seven wickets has lifted her 38
places to 65th position.
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In a first in world cricket, New
Zealand men and women will receive

the same match fees across formats and
competitions, according to a ground-
breaking five-year deal between the
sports' governing body in the country
and the players' association.

"I want to thank and congratulate
the players and the Major Associations
for their part in reaching such a signif-
icant agreement," NZC chief executive
David White said in a statement.

"This is the most important agree-
ment in our sport, as it binds NZC, the
Major Associations, and our players at
the hip, and sets the foundation to fund,
grow and develop cricket.

"It's been a collaborative yet very
robust negotiation. Importantly, it
represents a significant step forward as
we continue to grow our investment in
women's cricket."

According to the landmark agree-
ment struck between NZC, the six
major associations, and the New
Zealand Cricket Players Association,
White Ferns and domestic women's
players will receive the same match fees
as the men across all their formats and
competitions.

"Translated, this means the high-
est-ranked WHITE FERN would be
able to receive a maximum of NZD
163,246 a year (up from NZD 83,432),
the ninth-ranked, NZD 148,946 (NZD
66,266), and the 17th-ranked NZD
142,346 (NZD 62,833)," the statement
said.

The top-ranked women's domes-
tic players in each Major Association
would be able to receive a maximum
of NZD 19,146 (up from NZD 3,423),
the sixth-ranked NZD 18,646 (NZD
3,423), and the 12th-ranked NZD
18,146 (NZD 3,423)."

According to the agreement, total

number of women's domestic contracts
will increase from 54 to 72, while the
men will earn higher retainers, based
on the increased number of matches
played, formats contested, and time
spent training and playing.

"It's great for the international and
domestic women players to be recog-
nised in the same agreement, alongside
the men," White Ferns captain Sophie
Devine said.

"It's a massive step forward and will
be a huge drawcard for young women
and girls."

New Zealand skipper Kane
Williamson said it was an exciting time
for the sport.

"It's really important for the cur-
rent players to build on the legacy of
those who have gone before us, and to
support tomorrow's players, both men
and women, at all levels.

"This agreement goes a long way
towards achieving that." 
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An investigation has been
launched into allegations of

racist abuse aimed at Indian fans
during the fourth day of the fifth
Test between India and England at
Edgbaston, the ECB and
Warwickshire County Cricket
Club said.

Several Indian fans took to
Twitter to report the racist behav-
iour they endured during the
fourth day's play on Monday
night. They claimed that some
British fans hurled racial taunts at
them.

Former Yorkshire cricketer
Azeem Rafiq, whose testimony to
a British parliamentary commit-
tee last year led to an investigation
into claims of institutional racism
at Yorkshire and resulted in major
reforms, retweeted some of the
social media posts describing the
racist behaviour.

"Disappointing to read," he
wrote. The official Edgbaston
Twitter account responded to
Rafiq's tweet saying: "We're incred-
ible sorry to read this and do not
condone this behaviour in anyway.
We'll be investigating this ASAP."

Warwickshire later released a
statement, stating they are inves-
tigating the incident.

"I'm gutted by these reports as

we're working hard to make
Edgbaston a safe, welcoming envi-
ronment for all," Stuart Cain,
Chief Executive at Edgbaston said.

"Having seen the initial tweets,
I've spoken personally to the gen-
tleman who raised them and we're
now speaking to the stewards in
this area to establish what hap-

pened.
"Nobody should be subject to

any form of abuse at Edgbaston.
So, once we've got all the facts, we
will make sure this issue is
addressed swiftly," the statement
added. One spectator, who was in
the Hollies Stand, alleged that the
stewards refused to take any action

despite several complaints.
"Racist behaviour at

@Edgbaston towards Indian fans
in block 22 Eric Hollies. People
calling us Curry C**** and paki
b*******. We reported it to the
stewards and showed them the
culprits at least 10 times but no
response and all we were told is to
sit in our seats. @ECB_cricket."

"We were also fearful of our
safety for women and children but
no assistance when we left. This is
unacceptable in today's society
@BCCI #ENGvIND," a spectator
said in a series of tweets.

Bharat Army, the official team
India supporters group, said the
spectators experienced abuse from
a "small minority" of individuals.

"Sad to say many of our mem-
bers experienced racist abuse from
a very small minority of individ-
uals. We will work with
@Edgbaston to share all your
feedback. Thank you to those
England fans who stood by us."

"I'm all for some good banter
between fans but today was some
of the worst abuse we've ever expe-
rienced at a match. Some disgust-
ing racism ("you smelly ***** for
example.) The stewards actually
told the India fans to sit down
whilst allowing the abuse to go
ahead @Edgbaston," another spec-
tator wrote.
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Veteran India cricketer
Wriddhiman Saha will join

the Tripura team as a player-
cum-mentor, an official said on
Tuesday.

A veteran of 40 Tests, Saha
has already receieved a NOC
(No Objection Certificate) from
the Cricket Association of
Bengal (CAB).

"We have had talks with
Saha and he has agreed to play
for the state.

He will also act as a men-
tor for the senior team to moti-
vate the players," Tripura Cricket
Association (TCA) joint secre-
tary Kishore Das said.

TCA expects that Saha, a
wicket-keeper-cum-batsman,
will sign an agreement by July
15, he said.

Players would be immense-
ly benefited if Saha joins the
team, considering his vast expe-
rience in international cricket
and domestic circuit, Das said.

"It is not yet finalised
whether he will be made the
captain of the team. 

This will be decided later,"
the official said.

He is expected to play Ranji
Trophy and Vijay Hazare
Trophy matches for Tripura.
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