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ALMANAC

Updated: JULY 10, 2022 5:00 PM

Forecast: Showers

Temp: 28
oc

Humidity: 89%

Sunrise: 5:41 AM

Sunset: 6:44 PM

Month & Paksham:

Tithi: Dwadashi: Jul 10 02:14 PM
to Jul 11 11:14 AM

Trayodashi: Jul 11 11:14 AM
to Jul 12 07:46 AM

Nakshatram: 
Anuradha: Jul 10 09:55 AM

to Jul 11 07:50 AM
Jyeshta: Jul 11 07:50 AM

to Jul 12 05:15 AM
Moola: Jul 12 05:15 AM

to Jul 13 02:21 AM

Rahukalam: 7:29 AM to 9:07 AM

Yamagandam:  10:44 AM to 12:21 PM

Varjyam: 12:57 AM to 02:21 AM

Gulika: 1:58 PM to 3:36 PM

Amritakalam: 09:24 PM to 10:50 PM

TTOODDAAYY

VIJAYAWADA WEATHER

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

YSRCP general secretary and MP
V Vijayasai Reddy has thanked all
for making the YSRCP plenary on
July 8 and 9 a grand success and
flayed TDP and its friendly media
for its false propaganda.

Speaking to the media at the party
headquarters in Tadepalli on Sunday,
Vijayasai Reddy said that the over-
whelming response at the plenary had
filled new enthusiasm in the party
cadre. He said that almost nine lakh
people had come to the plenary.

He said that the plenary was held

on the lines of State interests, three
years of governance that prioritised
the downtrodden communities
and women as well as the revolu-
tionary reforms like RBKs, 'Nadu
Nedu' and medicare.  

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The 16-day 'Sodasa Dinatmaka
Aranyakanda Parayanam' conclud-
ed at Vasanta Mandapam in
Dharmagiri Veda Vignana Peetham
with 'Maha Purnahuti' on Sunday.

The 'Parayanam' was carried
out under Dharmagiri Peetham
Principal KSS Avadhani at Vasanta
Mandapam while simultaneously
with 'Japa-Tapa-Homa' at
Dharmagiri with 32 'Ritwiks' from
June 25 till Sunday.

Speaking on the occasion, TTD
EO AV Dharma Reddy said, the
'Sodasa Dinatmaka Aranyakanda
Parayana Deeksha' has received an
overwhelming response from
Srivari devotees across the globe.

He said TTD has been doing

these 'Parayana Yagnam' for the
past two years for the well-being of
the entire humanity. "Very soon we
will commence Kishkindakanda
Parayanam at Nada Neerajanam

platform", he maintained.
Earlier briefing about the high-

lights of the 16-day Parayana
Deeksha, KSS Avadhani said, Sri Sita
Lakshmana Anjaneya Sameta Sri

Rama Moola Mantra was recited 27
lakh times during this period.

Later Maha Purnahuti was per-
formed between 11 am and 12
noon with Sankalpam, Homa
Dravya Puja, Bali Pradanam,
Dravya Samarpana, Vastortara
Homam, and Purnahuti rituals.

SVBC telecasted the programme
live for the sake of global devotees.

Earlier at Vasanta Mandapam
Dr. K Vandana and her team pre-
sented "Rama Rama.. Samasta Papa
Khandanam", a famous octet penned
by Sage Vyasa on Rama in a melliflu-
ous manner which mesmerized the
devotees in devotional waves.

CEO SVBC Shanmukh Kumar,
Vaikhanasa Agama Advisor
Mohana Rangacharyulu, VGO Bali
Reddy, and others were also present.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Jana Sena Party (JSP) will strive to
address public issues across the
State, party chief Pawan Kalyan has
said. The second 'Jana Vani' pub-
lic grievances programme was held
in Vijayawada on Sunday.

Speaking on the occasion, Pawan
Kalyan said that many public prob-
lems can be solved if his party is in
power. Applications related to the
Chief Minister Relief Fund
(CMRF) and Aarogyasri have come
in large numbers. Pawan Kalyan
said that every application given by
the people is being sent to the offi-
cials of the departments concerned.

Pawan Kalyan said, "One govern-
ment allocated land to construct a

house, the subsequent government
granted a loan to build a house and
the present YSRCP leaders are try-
ing to grab that land which is very
pitiable.” He said that unfortunately
many people were vacated from
houses they had been living in for 20
years. "Lower-level leaders in the
State are doing are also committing

the same blunders as the State-level
leaders," he said.

He said, “I am annoyed with
these YSRCP leaders because they
have been indulging in extortion
and bribes, It is difficult if this
spreads to villages. 

YSRCP plenary a grand success: Vijayasai Reddy

PNS n AMARAVATI

About 84 pilgrims from various
parts of Andhra Pradesh, who
went on the Amarnath yatra, were
reported safe while only two
women still remained untraced as
on Sunday afternoon, official
sources here said.

Initially, the State government
said five pilgrims went missing but
later three were traced and con-
firmed to be safe.

State government authorities
got in touch with many of the pil-
grims, and also their families here
and confirmed that the tourists
were safe after the cloudburst and
flash flood near the holy cave
shrine.

According to data provided by
government sources, of the 20-
member team that went to
Amarnath from
Rajamahendravaram, only two
women remained untraced.

"Their husbands returned to

Srinagar but the women were still
missing. They may have been
injured or reached some other
place. We are conducting the search
operation to trace them," a senior
official involved with the rescue
mission said.

The local Revenue Divisional
Officer visited the kin of the two

women in Rajamahendravaram
on Sunday and discussed the situ-
ation.

A 38-member team from
Guntur, a 17-member team from
Tadepalligudem, a six-member
team from Tirupati and another
pilgrim from Vizianagaram were
also reported safe.

Will solve people’s problems
in State, vows Pawan Kalyan
Most of the grievances
received during ‘Jana Vani’
programme were related to
CMRF and Aarogyasri

84 AP pilgrims in Amarnath
safe, two remain untraced

PNS n ELURU

The Godavari River is in spate as it has
been receiving heavy inflows follow-
ing heavy rains in the catchment areas.
The authorities at the Polavaram proj-
ect lifted 48 crest gates to release 2.32
lakh cusecs of water.

The water level has stood at 28 m at
the spillway of the Polavaram project. At
the Dowleswaram project, 1.20 lakh
cusecs of water is being discharged down-
stream into the sea. The water resources
officials said that the water level would
reach to 43 feet at Bhadrachalam tonight.

The Tammileru is also receiving
heavy inflows. The water level stood
at 355 at the reservoir at
Jangareddygudem in Chintalapudi
mandal and 100 cusecs of water is
being released at the reservoir down-
stream.  Due to the incessant rains for
the last three days, all canals, streams,
and 'nalas' are overflowing in the Eluru
district. Officials said that the district
had received 38.2 mm of average rain-
fall during the last 24 hours.

District Collector V Prasanna
Venkatesh asked the people to be alert
as the Godavari is in spate. He asked

the cattle grazers not to take the live-
stock for grazing as all canals, 'nalas',
and streams are brimming with water.

The Collector said that a control
room was set up with the toll-free
number 1800 233 1077 which works
round the clock to monitor the flood
situation and provide information to
the people.  The Collector spoke with
the irrigation officials of Telangana
state about the later flood situation and
inflows of the river Godavari.  The
Collector directed the officials to take
steps to evacuate people living in low-
lying areas and those who are living in
dilapidated houses. He asked the offi-
cials to ensure that drinking water and
electricity should be supplied without

interruption. The Collector is moni-
toring the situation by speaking with
the irrigation, electricity, R&B, Health,
and police officials. No rain-related
incident has taken place anywhere in
the district so far, officials informed.

District Collector Prasanna
Venkatesh in a statement here on
Sunday said that 38.2 mm of rainfall
has been recorded in the district in the
last 24 hours. The highest rainfall was
70.2 mm in Lingapalem mandal. He
said that 12.4 mm of rainfall was
recorded in Pedavegi mandal, 69.2 mm
in Chintalapudi, 66.6 in
Koyyalagudem, 63.2 in Chatrai, 58.2
in Velerupadu, 57.6 in Nuzvid and 54.4
mm in Kukunoor.

An AP government official calls on family members of a person who undertook a pilgrimage
to Amarnath, in Rajahmundry on Sunday. 

Heavy inflows into Godavari, 48 Polavaram gates lifted 

IMD  predicts  heavy  rain  in  AP

VIJAYAWADA: Heavy rain is expected in
many parts of Andhra Pradesh in the
next few days according to the Director,
Indian Meteorological centre,
Amaravati. The forecast for the coming
four days is Heavy to very heavy rain
likely to occur at isolated places of
North Coastal AP and Yanam.
Thunderstorms accompanied by
lightning are likely to occur at isolated
places in North Coastal AP, Yanam,
South Coastal AP, and Rayalaseema on
July 11. The IMD officials have warned
of heavy to very heavy rain likely to
occur at isolated places of  North
Coastal AP and Yanam. Thunderstorms
accompanied by lightning are likely to
occur at isolated places in North
Coastal AP and Yanam, South Coastal
AP, and Rayalaseema on July 12. In the
same way, heavy to very heavy rain is
likely to occur at isolated places of
North Coastal AP and Yanam.
Thunderstorms accompanied by
lightning are likely to occur at isolated
places in North Coastal AP and Yanam
on July 13.

Jyothi Surekha,
Abhishek win bronze
at World Games
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

History was created by Indian
Compound archers at the 'World
Games' held in Birmingham,
USA from July 7 to 9. Arjuna
Awardee from Vijayawada Jyothi
Surekha Vennam and Abhishek
Verma from Delhi won bronze
medal in the mixed team archery.

The India team defeated
Mexican duo  in the bronze
medal match with a score of
157-156 respectively. Earlier, India
lost the Semi-Final to Colombia
with a score of 157-159 respec-
tively. This is India’s first-ever
medal at the 'World Games' in
archery and only the 5th medal
for India at the World Games.

India stands with the
people of Sri Lanka: MEA
PNS n NEW DELHI

In its first reaction to the flurry of
fast-paced developments in
Colombo, India on Sunday said it
stands with the people of Sri
Lanka as they seek to realise their
aspirations for prosperity and
progress through democratic
means, values and constitutional
framework.

Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) Spokesperson Arindam
Bagchi said India continues to
closely follow the developments in
Sri Lanka and that it is aware of the
many challenges that the country
and its people have been facing.

Embattled Sri Lankan President

Gotabaya Rajapaksa on Saturday
announced that he will resign
after angry protesters stormed his
official residence and set Prime
Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe's
private residence on fire.

"We are aware of the many
challenges that Sri Lanka and its
people have been facing, and we
have stood with the Sri Lankan
people as they have tried to over-
come this difficult period," Bagchi
said. "India stands with the people
of Sri Lanka as they seek to realise
their aspirations for prosperity
and progress through democratic
means and values, established
institutions and constitutional
framework, he said.
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NAVEENA GHANATE 
n HYDERABAD

Chief Minister K Chandrashekar
Rao has said that he will go for early
elections if the Union government
comes forward. "If they decide the
date, I will dissolve the Assembly
and go for early elections. Are the
Congress and the BJP ready for
early elections?"

At a press conference here on
Sunday, KCR said: "Even I don't
want to topple the BJP government
at this moment; they have to be
exposed further. Their arrogance
should increase, they should do
more mistakes. They will definite-
ly do. Arrogance has increased,
they are targeting Supreme Court
judges -- say that they crossed
Lakshman rekha, say Eknath
Shindes will be manufactured.
Next elections we will shunt out
BJP, and not at the moment. It is
not immediately." 
He observed: "Thanks to Indira,
she declared Emergency. Today in
India, there is undeclared emer-
gency. Is this the way to run govt?
Are you running govt? Is this
way? You threaten judge, CMs, you
will give birth to Eknath Shinde.
Why so much arrogance?" 

KCR sought to know the reason
behind Modi 'silence' and why the
Prime Minister had not yet
answered the questions he had
posed. He questioned whether
BJP-ruled states had witnessed at
least 20% of the development hap-
pening in Telangana. The Chief
Minister said inflation, fuel price,
unemployment were up. There
was too much corruption, scam,

and unhealthy constitutional poli-
cies.
KCR said: "These are hard facts -
per capita income of India is Rs
1.49,848, while in Telangana per
capita income is Rs 2,78,833. While
GDP increase is 128.3%, it is 89.6%
increase of the Government of
India. TS' growth is 38.2% more.
Due to ill though-out policy,
Telangana lost Rs 3 lakh crore. This
government's 80% time is over; their
strength they have shown. No per-
formance. We will change the govt.
I have no iota of doubt. Non-BJP
govt GSDP are better than those of
BJP govt. These are hard facts." 

The Chief Minister ridiculed the
claims of UP Chief Minister, say-
ing UP did not achieve even 25 per
cent of Telangana's per capita
under the BJP government. "Non-
BJP ruled States like Kerala, Tamil

Nadu, Telangana and Delhi are per-
forming better in terms of per capi-
ta income and other parameters",
KCR remarked. The Chief Minister
said: "You are playing with fire. I
will continue to poke BJP and
Modi." 
Referring to the Nupur Sharma
issue, KCR said: "One BJP
spokesperson (Nupur Sharma)
spoke nonsense & our
delegates/ambassadors apologised
in other countries. Why should the
country apologise when the BJP
has done something wrong? After
the Supreme Court judges said that
what she had done was wrong,
what did they (BJP) do? They
brought a few retired judges and
made them write a letter to CJI that
the SC had crossed the line. I salute
Justice Pardiwala and Justice
Suryakanth. Please keep the same
spirit to save India from these evils.
Karnataka HC judge is being
threatened by the BJP."
KCR said: "We are not scamsters.
We neither have money nor laun-
dering. Scams are happening with
Modi's notice. Instead of using
Pegasus on us, keep an eye on
them."  
He said: "Bring at least one abscon-
der. All thieves are in London,
enjoying picnic. Are you Viswa
Guru or VishGuru? Asking on
behalf of people - nation wants to
know why you are not able to arrest
even one? You don't have answers
on lakhs of crores of scams. You
cannot escape. We will bring you
down. Never saw such a weak and
incapable PM as Modi. 

n What is the reason behind your
silence?

n We are not scamsters

n Not Vishwa Guru; it is Vish Guru

n You are playing with fire, I will
keep poking you

Decide date, will dissolve Assembly: KCR
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‘Sodasa Dinatmaka Aranyakanda’ a global hit

Flood on the wane at
Prakasam Barrage

P2

RECYCLE TEXTILE FEDERATION FORMED,
TO UNITE MILLS ACROSS NATION

M
ore than 200 small mills involved in recycling
cotton waste into yarn and fabrics across Tamil
Nadu have come together and formed a recycle

textile federation. "Creating awareness among our
members on the markets where our products and
services have demand is our top focus," said president
of Recycle Textile Federation Jayabal in a statement on
Sunday. Headquartered in Coimbatore, the federation
presently has 230 members representing various mills
from Tamil Nadu, he said. 

ARMYMAN CYCLES FROM B'LURU TO
KANYAKUMARI IN 36 HRS

T
he monsoon rains did not deter craftsman of the Army
Base Workshop Rahul Kumar to cycle 650 km in 36
hours, from Bengaluru to Kanyakumari between July 8-9.

By doing so, he tried to set a new India Book of Records for
the Fastest Solo Cycling (men),' a statement said. The route
went through Hosur, Salem and Madurai. The temperature
was normal. But, it was raining. India Book of Record
monitored the ride online, the statement said. Kumar said the
expedition, started on the morning of July 8, concluded on the
evening of July 9. 

LANKAN PROTESTORS FOUND 17.85 M
RUPEES INSIDE RAJAPAKSA'S RESIDENCE

T
he anti-government protesters in Sri Lanka who stormed
embattled President Gotabaya Rajapaksa's official
residence have claimed to have recovered 17.85 million Sri

Lankan Rupees inside his mansion. A video was being shared
on social media showing the protesters counting the currency
notes that were unearthed. Protesters said they had found
17,850,000 Sri Lankan Rupees at the President's official
residence on Sunday when they stormed into the mansion
after breaking the barricades. They have handed over the cash
to the local police.

UK PM RACE GETS BLOODY WITH
ANTI-SUNAK BRIEFINGS, MEMO

T
he race to succeed Boris Johnson as British Prime Minister got
bloody for the governing Conservative Party on Sunday, with
reports of damaging briefings against frontrunner Rishi Sunak

and even a so-called mucky memo or dirty dossier doing the Tory
WhatsApp group rounds. The 424-word attack seen by The Sunday
Telegraph' contains personal attacks branding the British Indian
former Chancellor a schoolboy and a liar , who cannot be trusted
on tax. Headlined Get Ready for Rishi , after Sunak's Ready4Rishi
campaign launch, the memo reportedly brands the 42-year-old MP
as having a Big Tax and Big Spend agenda.
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Monday Mirchi
CAT PARENT KNOWS THE PAIN

Most pet parents anthropomorphise their
pets and act as if they were human children.
The difference between 'pet owners' and 'pet
parents' is that the latter are heavily invest-
ed in their pets. Early this week, senior
bureaucrat Arvind Kumar came to the res-
cue of an injured cat and in the process
proved that he was a cat parent. He went on
to give health updates of the cat. Not
unnaturally; some people trolled him, while
others appreciated his gesture. While dis-
missing the trolls as opinions of those who
are just being cynical, he mentioned that his
team attends to civic duties and responds to
calls for saving the lives of animals. For new-
bies, Arvind Kumar has a pet at home and
it is a cat. For someone who has always
pricked up ears for animal welfare, it is but
natural that he could hear the high-pitched
meows of the injured cat. This is not the first
time.  Arvind has always come to the res-
cue of pets and sometimes even called out
for helping cats in Delhi. 

HMRL MD TURNS INFLUENCER

YouTube is a preferred place to explore
one's creative side and let the juices flow.
Hyderabad Metro Rail Limited Managing
Director NVS Reddy, known for his poet-
ry, is all set to make a YouTube debut. As
reported in this column, NVS has come out
with an anthology of poems called Megha
Padam related to Hyderabad Metro. A little
bird told us that the Metro Rail MD had
completed shooting for his YouTube chan-
nel and the poems would be recited on the
platform with potential to grab eyeballs. If
the YouTube channel attracts enough sub-
scribers with his poetry recitation going viral,
it will start generating revenue. It will then
come under intellectual property, whose
rights officials are possibly allowed to own.

EMPANELMENT FOR DGP ON THE CARDS

Empanelment puts paid to the expecta-
tions of ace babus aspiring to occupy cov-
eted positions in the state by virtue of their

seniority. With the Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet recently approv-
ing the empanelment of the 1991 batch IAS
officers to the secretary level, the focus has
now shifted towards senior IPS officers'
empanelment as Director General of Police
in Andhra Pradesh. It is learnt that tentative-
ly 1989 batch IPS officers' empanelment as
DG is expected anytime soon. If that hap-
pens, according to sources in the Secretariat,
a senior IPS official from Andhra Pradesh
may get empanelled, after which he may go
to central services. This effectively means he
may no longer be in the race for DGP post
in the state if at all the YS Jaganmohan Reddy
government decides to send a panel of names
to the Centre as per procedure. From
Andhra Pradesh, Sumita Dawra is the lone
IAS officer who could get empanelled.

JUST FOR A CHANGE!

These days some bureaucrats unabashed-
ly display their political ambitions. While
some evince interest in taking a political
plunge after retirement, others cut short their
career by seeking voluntary retirement to
pursue their political interests. If the govern-
ment's response is against their wishes, these
bureaucrats choose to join the main oppo-
sition party. If the government humiliates any
officer, the main opposition party would sup-
port that officer and finally the officer would
join that party. For a change, in Andhra
Pradesh senior IPS officer AB Venkateswar
Rao, who has been waging legal battles tire-
lessly against the Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment, has turned into a farmer. After his
recent suspension, while continuing his legal
battles against the state government, he has
been using his suspension period for agri-
culture. The senior IPS officer will retire
before the next Assembly elections. After
retirement, he may enter politics, perhaps by
joining the Telugu Desam Party if there is
any constituency suitable for him to take on
the ruling party, as per sources close to him.

-Yours truly

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

NTR District Collector S Dilli
Rao has said that the officials
concerned should take neces-
sary measures to treat anaemia
in children and pregnant
women by giving them nutri-
tious food and iron tablets.
Grow drumstick trees at the
Anganwadi centres and include
the leaves in their diet, he said.

The Collector convened a
Zoom meeting with Women
and Child Development and
Welfare Department,
Education, Health and Medical
officers from his camp office in
Vijayawada on Sunday.

Speaking on the occasion, he
said that Anganwadi and asha

workers and ANMs should
provide additional nutritious
food after they give birth to
overcome the anaemia and
weakness. The women and
child development and welfare
department officers should

conduct Seemantham, Barasala
and Annaprashana to the preg-
nant women, he said. Provide
iron tablets to their husband,
mother-in-law and father-in-
law, he added.

He further said that aware-

ness programmes should be
conducted at all the grama and
ward 'sachivalayam' limits.
Anganwadi workers should
use leave curries and lentil cur-
ries and change the kitchen
garden menu, he said. By grow-
ing drumstick trees leaves
would be available at any time.
By eating the leaves, pregnant
ladies and children would get
nutritious food,” he added.

He further ordered the
Education Department offi-
cers that iron tablets should be
provided to the students from
Classes 1 to 12. Health,
Education and Women and
Child Welfare departments
should cooperate with one
another, he said.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The flood discharge at the
Prakasam Barrage has sta-
bilised. The Water Resources
Department (WRD) authori-
ties on Sunday lifted 20 gates
by 1 foot and released 14,640
cusecs of surplus into the Bay
of Bengal. However, the flood-
water from upstream has been
on the ebb and the inflows to
the barrage have decreased
from 42,337 cusecs to 21,841
cusecs.

On Saturday, the Irrigation
department lifted 27 gates by
1 foot and released excess
water of 18,375 cusecs into the
sea. However, on Sunday
morning the inflows to the bar-
rage increased, and then the
Irrigation officials released
21,900 cusecs of excess water

into the sea by lifting 30 gates
by 1 foot. Later in the evening,
the floodwater from the upper
reaches slowly receded. The
inflows coming from
Wazenepalli, Paleru, and
Keesara have been falling
steadily. With this, the irriga-
tion officials closed 10 gates

and released surplus 14,640
cusecs of floodwater down-
stream by lifting 20 gates at 9
pm.

According to the
Superintending Engineer (SE)
of Irrigation Circle, Vijayawada
said that the inflows to the
Prakasam Barrage declined to

21,841 cusecs from 42,377
cusecs. Most of the floodwater
has been coming from
Telangana state which is now
being battered by incessant
rains. and the River Krishna
has been receiving 3,531 cusecs
from Wazenepalli, 2,419 cusecs
from Paleru, and 15,891 cusecs
from Keesara, he said.

He further said that the
Indian Meteorological
Department (IMD) has
warned that heavy rains would
continue for two more two
days and hence the department
is taking all steps to avoid unto-
ward incidents. The depart-
ment has alerted the revenue,
police, and disaster manage-
ment departments apart from
the Vijayawada Municipal
Corporation (VMC) to take
preventive actions, he added.

Flood on the wane at
Prakasam Barrage
Inflows from upstream fall from 42,337 cusecs to 21,841 cusecs

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

TDP State spokesperson Anam
Venkata Ramana Reddy has
alleged that Chief Minister
Jagan Mohan Reddy and MP
V Vijayasai Reddy were
involved in a liquor racket.

Addressing a press confer-
ence in the party office at
Mangalagiri on Sunday, he
said that Adan Distillery
belongs to Vijayasai Reddy. A
man named Srinivasa
Kashichayanula, who is the
director of Adan Distillery, is
also the director to several
companies owned by Vijayasai
Reddy's son-in-law Pennaka
Rohit Reddy.

“We are exposing the rela-
tionship between Adan
Distillery, Vijayasai Reddy, and
Chief Minister Jagan Reddy
along with evidence. Vijayasai
Reddy's son-in-law Rohit
Reddy has 19 companies with
the same address, 1-121/1 66”,
he said.

Vijayasai Reddy and Rohit
Reddy are the directors of
most of the companies. In
other companies, Srinivasa
Kashichayanula Aurobindo,
who is the director of Adan
Distillery, is the director of
Shreyas and Tenet companies.

All these distilleries should
be closed and the old liquor
system should be brought back
to save the lives of the people
of the state, he said. TDP
spokesperson Varun Kumar
alleged that the lab report had
shown that the liquor sold by
the YCP government contains
toxic chemicals. He asked why
the YSRCP did not pass a res-
olution banning alcohol.

TDP alleges Vijayasai Reddy’s
involvement in liquor scam

‘Treat anaemic pregnant women’

PNS n NEW DELHI

Declining fortunes of the
Congress, which even in its past
bad runs retained solid pres-
ence in south India, weakening
of traditionally strong region-
al parties and its continued
national consolidation have
given the BJP the hope that the
next Lok Sabha election in
2024 can see it break new
ground in the southern region
similar to its show in West
Bengal and Odisha in 2019.

The BJP top brass at the
party's national executive in
Hyderabad targeted south
India, where barring
Karnataka it won only four out
of 101 seats of four states in
2019, as the region for its next
round of growth.

A few days later the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi-led
government picked four emi-
nent persons from as many
southern states as its choice of
nominated Rajya Sabha MPs,
leaving little to imagination
about the politics behind this.

The BJP's back to back
sweep of north and west India
has powered its big win in the
2014 and 2019 polls, and the
party has constantly tried to

expand its footprint in east
and south India to ensure
that any drop in its tally in its
strongholds does not mar its
national ambition.

It has broken new ground in
eastern states like West Bengal
and Odisha and swept the
Northeast but the field beyond
the Vindhyas has so far proved
less fertile.

While Karnataka has
remained a BJP stronghold,
more so in Lok Sabha polls,
the remaining four states of
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana,
Kerala and Tamil Nadu have
been largely untouched by
the saffron wave which rode
on Modi's appeal to bring the
party two back to back wins,
a feat last achieved by the
Congress in 1984.

Conditions for the BJP, its
leaders believe, are more ripe
than ever in the region, with
traditionally strong parties
like the TDP in Andhra
Pradesh and the AIADMK in
Tamil Nadu left weakened
and struggling to mount a
strong challenge to the govern-
ment headed by the YSR
Congress and the DMK
respectively.

This coupled with the

Congress being not in a posi-
tion to offer a national alter-
native has also opened new
possibilities for the BJP,
including in the Left-ruled
Kerala where the presence of
around 45 per cent minorities
had made the state a particu-
larly tough nut to crack for the
party.

The BJP's fresh push in
peninsular India comes after
it appeared for close to two
decades that its southern
march had failed to rise
beyond the borders of
Karnataka where it first came
to power in 2008.

Absence of strong state
leaders and the tactic of defer-
ring to regional allies instead
of building on its base during
the earlier phase of its ascent
in the Vajpayee-Advani era of
late 90s and early 2000s had
stalled the BJP in the then
undivided state of Andhra
Pradesh, where it had won
nine seats in 1999 in alliance
with the TDP, and Tamil
Nadu, where it bagged four
members in the same year.

This remains its best show
in the two states.

Southern India, which fares
better than most Indian states

on socio-economic indica-
tors, has been less receptive to
the BJP's welfarism model so
far while the party's another
plank of Hindutva has also not
worked as effectively there as
in other regions.

In its more aggressive and
ambitious avatar, the BJP has
been building up its state
presidents Bandi Sanjay
Kumar and K Annamalai in
Telangana and Tamil Nadu
respectively to take on its
rivals.

It let go of the TDP as an
ally in Andhra Pradesh and
has worked to build itself in
Telangana with constant cam-
paign against the ruling TRS.
It helps that the BJP is now in
a much more comfortable
position in Parliament than it
was when then PM A B
Vajpayee depended on allies.

The BJP has improved on its
low base. It had won only one
seat in the 2018 assembly
polls but in the last Lok Sabha
polls won four of 17 seats and
followed up with a win in a
couple of high-stakes bypolls
besides putting up a strong
show in the Greater
Hyderabad Municipal
Corporation election.

PNS n NEW DELHI

People came out of homes
in large numbers, offered
namaz at mosques, greeted
each other with hugs and
exchanged food and gifts
across the length and
breadth of India to cele-
brate  Eid-ul-Adha on
Sunday, undeterred by the
recent surge in coronavirus
cases.

President Ram Nath
Kovind greeted people
through a tweet in Urdu,
asking them to dedicate
themselves to the service of
humanity.

"The festival of Eid-ul-
Adha teaches sacrifice and
service to humanity. On
this auspicious occasion, let
us dedicate ourselves to
the service of humanity
and pledge to work for the
prosperity and comprehen-
sive development of the
country," the President
tweeted. He also posted a
similar Eid greeting in
Hindi.

Pr ime Minister
Narendra Modi, in his
greetings, wished that the
festival inspired everyone
to work towards furthering
the spirit of collective well-
being and prosperity for
the good of humankind.

YSRCP plenary...
Continued from page 1

He said that the
Opposition and a section of
the media were confined to
criticising the meeting, as
they turned blind, while the
entire State was happy with
the plenary. Vijayasai Reddy
stated that after the 2024
polls, Naidu’s chip would go
completely out of sight, as
people would reject him.

Eid celebrated with
fervour in India as
people cast aside
Covid fears

BJP prepares for southern march

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

BJP national general secretary
Daggubati Purandeswari has
said that the party leaders
should work to gain public
trust.

Addressing the gathering at
the BJP office on Sunday,
Purandeswari said that the BJP
government at the Centre
under the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi was
leading the country on the
path of development and the
opposition parties are making
false propaganda. She said that
the BJP leaders and the activists
should widely publicise the
development and welfare pro-
grammes of the Central govern-
ment, strengthen the party in
the State and bring confidence
among the people as an alter-
native political party.

She said that Bharatiya Janata

Yuva Morcha (BJYM) should
take up various programmes to
reach out to the young voters,
explain the able governance of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's administration, 'Make in
India', 'Made in India', encour-

agement to start-up companies,
new education system, self-
employment training pro-
grammes and gain support. 

Purandeswari said that the
party should be strengthened at
the Assembly constituency level

and gain public confidence.
Every key leader at all Assembly
constituency levels should take
the responsibility and take all
the necessary initiatives to
strengthen the party at the
polling booth level and work
hard to strengthen the party at
the constituency level by gain-
ing public confidence, she
added.

PNS n LONDON

British Indian former
Cabinet minister Rishi Sunak
maintained his lead as the
race to replace Boris Johnson
as Conservative Party leader
and next UK Prime Minister
widened on Sunday with a
total of nine candidates in
the fray, with Trade Minister
Penny Mordaunt emerging
as an early second favourite.

Mordaunt  shared  a
#pm4pm video  to
announce her candidacy,
fol lowing  Transp or t
Secretary Grant Shapps,
former Foreign Secretary
Jeremy Hunt  and
Pakistani-origin former
Health Secretary Sajid
Javid.

Will solve people’s problems
in State, vows Pawan Kalyan
Continued from page 1

If atrocities go beyond the
limit, terrorist movements will
follow and the situation will
turn like in Sri Lanka. 'Jana
Vani' programme was started,
to check the atrocities being
committed by ruling YSRCP
leaders, Pawan Kalyan said. He
warned the YSRCP leaders to
solve the Karakambadi issue.

The JSP leader recalled
that an elderly mother was left
homeless and criticised Chief
Minister Jagan for kissing the
heads of people for votes and
later deceiving them. If such
things are not avoided, very
soon the YSRCP will face
public anger. CM Jagan
ignored the promises given to
the people after coming to
power. He said that the ruling
party claims that 'Navaratnalu'
has been implemented but

lakhs of people are neglected,
especially the electricity con-
tract employees in each dis-
trict. The long-pending CPS
still remains unresolved. Jana
Sena will stand by the electric-
ity contract employees and
bring pressure on the govern-
ment to resolve the issue. If
the government does not
implement it, Jana Sena will
take that responsibility, he
said. 

The YSRCP leaders are
confined to “Namaskaram” to
BJP leaders at the Centre, said
Pawan Kalyan and added that
he will speak to the BJP lead-
ers at the Centre on the Vizag
Steel Plant issue.

Jana Sena Party Political
Affairs Committee chairman
Nadendla Manohar said that
the party will build confi-
dence among the poor in the
State. 

Decide date, will dissolve Assembly, KCR dares BJP
Continued from page 1

He is doing salesman work
during his foreign visits".

Speaking about Make in
India, KCR said that kite manja

was China's; crackers, candles,
Ganapati idols and national flag
all are from China. He said:
"Sena mein josh chahiye so
Agnipath scheme was brought.
Modi became old, BJP mein

bhi josh chahiye. I spoke to
many army persons and they
said that a PM who has mini-
mum love for country won't
make this mistake. To create a
soldier and love for nation,

minimum 6-7.5 years is
required. Will anyone who
knows that they will go fight for
the country. About 60% are old
in central govt. Young PM
should be there. Army people

said that this was not the way
to experiment… They said
that Pakistan was not the prob-
lem. Real danger is China.
Indo-China border is not lab
for experiments". 

Reacting to the countdown
clock setup at BJP party office,
KCR said: "(There is talk of)
BJP forming government in
Telangana. Is this eastman
color dream?"

Race for UK PM widens
with 9 candidates in fray,
Sunak maintains lead
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(IN VIJAYAWADA)

BJP leaders and the
activists should widely
publicise the development
and welfare programmes
of the Central government,
strengthen the party in the
State and bring confidence
among the people as an
alternative political party.

Win confidence of people: Purandeswari
Advisory to
public amid
downpour 

PNS n HYDERABAD

Hyderabad city police have issued
an advisory to the public in the
wake of the Meteorological
Department announcing a red alert
regarding heavy rains for the next
two days. "The Hyderabad City
Police is issuing this advisory to
the general public immediately
that in view of the heavy rainfalls,
the public may avoid non-essential
travel and watch the weather and
rain forecasts before venturing
out, '' said Hyderabad City Police
Commissioner CV Anand. 
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n VIJAYAWADA

The State government’s presti-
gious YSR Jagananna Housing
Colony layouts under the
Pedalandariki Illu scheme will be
electrified soon. The Energy
Department is making necessary
steps to provide power connec-
tivity in the layouts in NTR dis-
trict. As many as 472 Jagananna

Colony layouts will be electrified
and the Andhra Pradesh Central
Power Distribution Company
Limited (APCPDCL) will spend
Rs.228.67 crore for the electrifi-
cation.

As per the latest statistics
released by the department,
electrification works have been
started in 20 layouts in the dis-
trict. The department is trying
to complete the work as early

as possible.
Meanwhile, the Electricity

Department has provided
power supply to 347 borewells
in Jagananna Colony layouts.
The Rural Water Supply and
Sanitation Department had set
up the borewells to meet the
water needs for construction
activities.

According to Energy
Department sources, the util-

ities are providing both over-
head and underground power
infrastructure for all the hous-
es. Layouts with less than 550
plots are considered for over-
head electrification and those
with plots more than 550 plots
are considered for under-
ground electrification. The
average cost of overhead elec-
trification per house is Rs
98,521, while it’s Rs 1,32,284

per house for underground
electrification, the sources said.

Higher officials of the
department have been search-
ing for common sites to build
substations in big layouts and
are preparing estimates. The
officials said that the depart-
ment would spend about Rs. 2
crore for the construction of
the substation. On the direc-
tives of Chief Minister YS
Jagan Mohan Reddy, the
Electricity Department has
completed the electrical line
works and they are now focus-
ing on providing power supply
to all layouts, the sources
added.

The Chief Minister is show-
ing special interest in the hous-
ing colonies and he wants
them to be self-sufficient with
all basic facilities like power,
drinking water, drainage and
road connectivity.

Meanwhile, NTR District
Collector S Dilli Rao is con-
ducting review meetings with
all the departments concerned
to speed up the construction.
He has been visiting the layouts
and checking the progress of
the works every week.

Power supply to Jagananna layouts
Energy Department drawing up plans to construct substations at big layouts

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

TDP leader Bonda Uma
Maheswara Rao, on Sunday,
said that YSRCP chief and AP
Chief Minister YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy conducted his
party’s plenary to drive away
his mother from the
party. Addressing
media persons on
Sunday, Bonda
claimed that the
sole purpose of
conducting the ple-
nary was to drive
away his mother from
the party. He said the CM
had earlier driven away his sis-
ter Sharmila from the party.
The Chief Minister forced his
mother to read a prepared text
on her resignation, he added.

Making fun of CM’s claims
that his party would get 175
out of 175 seats in the next
elections, he said the YSRCP

chief rolled out a plethora of
lies at the party plenary
shamelessly. “People are not
ready to believe Jagan again or
give him another chance,”
Bonda said.

Ridiculing the body lan-
guage and mannerisms of the

CM at the party plenary,
he said it only showed

his frustration.
Accusing the CM of
borrowing funds to
the tune of Rs 5 lakh
crore from various

financial institutions
in the name of welfare

schemes, the TDP leader
asked him to release a White
Paper on how the borrowed
funds were spent.

Bonda said that the govern-
ment had succeeded in
enhancing the excise income
from Rs 6,000 crore to Rs 22,
000 crore by playing with the
lives of people.

Jagan held plenary to drive away mother from YSRCP: Bonda

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

CPM State secretary V
Srinivasa Rao has alleged that
the plenary of the YSRCP
ignored the State’s interests
and it did not pass any resolu-
tion regarding Polavaram
Projects funds, Special
Category Status, State
Bifurcation Act assurances or
the issues of the contract and
outsourcing employees.

Srinivasa Rao addressed the
media along with party central
committee member and for-
mer MLA MA Gafoor at the
Balotsav Bhavan in Vijayawada
on Sunday.  He said that the
YSRCP plenary failed to iden-
tify the people's problems and
it concluded without intro-
spection. "Chief Minister YS
Jagan Mohan Reddy claimed
that he had fulfilled 95 per cent
of the election promises, but at
the same time, he did not say
anything about the additional
burdens and unfulfilled assur-
ances," he said.

He further said that the peo-

ple were expecting good news
from the plenary, but they
were disappointed. “CM Jagan
spoke about the 2019 election
promises, but he neglected
today’s problems,” he alleged.

“The plenary did not discuss
the Special Category Status,
development of backward dis-
tricts, funds for Polavaram
project, abolishing of the
Contributory Pension Scheme
or problems of the contract,
outsourcing and scheme work-
ers problems,” he said. 

The Left leader said that peo-
ple were facing severe problems
due to the increase in fuel
prices, electricity tariff and

bus fare, garbage cess, cutting
of subsidies to the farmers
and other issues. The CM did
not say anything about the
funds coming from the Central
government and he did not try
to bring a resolution against the
Centre, said Srinivasa Rao. 

“Despite the people facing
several problems, the Chief
Minister focusing on the 2024
elections and giving a call to his
cadre for winning 175 seats was
shameful,” he pointed out.
However, the Left leader said
that Mission Andhra Pradesh
was necessary. If the govern-
ment failed to achieve it, it may
face people’s anger, he warned.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

TDP’s Gannavaram constituency in-
charge, party disciplinary
committee national chairman and
MLC Batchula Arjunudu has alleged
that the ruling YSRCP is trying to
weaken the gram panchayats by
diverting rural local body funds.
“The State government diverted the
14th and 15th Finance Commission
funds to the tune of Rs.7,660 crore
to its own accounts without the
knowledge of the panchayat
sarpanches and secretaries,” he
alleged. The party organised
‘Baadude Baadudu’ at Pottipadu
village of Unguturu mandal in
Krishna district on Sunday. He paid
tributes to former CM and TDP
founder Dr NTR and Dr BR
Ambedkar on the occasion. Later,
he visited houses and narrated the

State government’s anti-people
policies and the burdens imposed
by it on the people. Speaking on
the occasion, Arjunudu said that
the State government had been
trying to cancel the cheque powers

of sarpanches and planning to take
the income of panchayats. “The
YSRCP has made the gram
sarpanches ceremonial idols,” he
alleged. During the TDP regime, the
government had given priority to

the local bodies and built CC roads,
installed LED lights and other
infrastructure, he said.
He further said that the State
government had failed to fulfil the
election promises and create
facilities in the villages. He
demanded that the State
government return the Finance
Commission funds to the
panchayats and strengthen rural
local bodies. TDP Unguturu mandal
president Dr AV Krishna Reddy,
Telugu Rythu State secretary K
Kondala Rao, TDP Machilipatnam
Parliament secretary Kondeti
Venkateswara Rao, mandal
secretary Alla Hanokh, Telugu
Mahila mandal president Mandava
Ramya Krishna, Pottipadu village
president Eswara Ravi Kumar,
secretary G Seetharama Swamy
and others were present.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The Krishna District Judo
Championship, organised by the District
Judo Association, took place at KRVR
International Sports Club, KV Kandrika
in Vijayawada on Sunday. Andhra
Pradesh Judo Association general secre-
tary N Venkat inaugurated the one-day
tournament, in which as many as 90
judokas participated.

There were competitions in several
weight categories. The budding judokas
enthusiastically participated in the one-
day championship and exhibited their
talents. Later, a prize distribution func-
tion was held and the guests presented
medals and shields to the winners.

KDJA chairman Ch Madhu Babu,
vice-president Gamidi Srinivas, DSA
judo coaches E Srinu, Hanumantha
Rao, association organising secretary ML
Usha Rani and others were present.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Muslims across the State cele-
brated the Eid-ul-Adha (Bakrid),
the second most important fes-
tival after Eid-ul-Fitr, with fer-
vour and gaiety on Sunday.
Men and children dressed in
their finest attire offered namaz
at mosques and at the Eidgahs.

They mostly visited mosques
for Bakrid prayers instead of
Eidgahs due to rains and namaz
was offered in a few Eidgahs
where the climate was clear.

The clerics delivered sermons
on the importance of Bakrid and
explained the obedience of
prophet Ibrahim (Abraham) to
Allah and his readiness to sac-
rifice his son as per the orders of
Allah. After Eid prayers, they
returned home to sacrifice ani-
mals. Sheep was sacrificed and
meat was distributed to the

poor, friends and relatives as per
the tradition. Sheep meat is
divided into three parts -- one
part is for the family and two
parts to the relatives, neighbours,
friends and the poor.

A large number of Muslims

attended namaz and dua at the
iconic Jumma Masjid, Sarai
mosque, Shahi Masjid, Bilal
Masjid, Noor-e-Islam, Rizwan,
Makka Masjid, Meenar Masjid,
Tarapet mosques, Mothi Masjid
and other mosques in

Vijayawada city.
AP Ahle Sunnat Wal Jamaat

State co-convener and Sufi men-
tor Altaf Ali Raza performed
Bakrid namaz at the ancient and
historical Syed Shah Bukhari
mosque at Kondapalli, in the
presence of government Khasi
Syed Habibullah Husseni.

Vijayawada West constituen-
cy MLA Velampalli Srinivas
Rao took part in the namaz on
the occasion of Bakrid at one-
town mosque along with oth-
ers. They greeted one another
after the prayers. Velampalli
said Muslims celebrate this fes-
tival to remember the Prophet's
loyalty towards God. And,
because of his actions, the fes-
tival is also known as the
'Festival of Sacrifice'. The faith-
ful celebrate this festival by sac-
rificing a lamb to show their
devotion towards God.

Muslims celebrate Bakrid with gaiety

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The Dasa Sahitya Project of
TTD is organising a two-day
'Guru Vandana Mahotsavam'
at Dwaraka Tirumala in West
Godavari on July 12 and 13 in
connection with the auspi-
cious Guru Poornima on July
13.

On the occasion, the gurus
of various 'bhajan mandals'
will be grandly felicitated. The
festival has so far been held at
Malkhed Jayathirtha
Sannidhanam,Thirukovilur,
B h a d r a c h a l a m ,
Goshpadakshetram at Kovvur
near Rajahmundry, Udupi in
Karnataka, Mantralayam and
Tirumala.

Around 7,000 to 8,000
devotees are expected to par-
ticipate in the fete at Dwaraka

Tirumala on the 'Ashada
Pournami /Guru Poornima'
day.

Legend has it that  on this
day, Sri Maha Vishnu incarnat-
ed as Vyasa Maharshi in the
last lap of Dwapara Yuga and
is credited to have scripted
great epics like Mahabharata,
Bhagavatha and Brahma
sutras. Hence the festival of
Guru Vandana is observed as
a tribute to the great Maharshi.

The tradition is perpetuat-
ed by the TTD Dasa Sahitya
project which is sponsoring
the Guru Vandana festivities
on this day and the activities
are being carried out by the
Dasa Sahitya Project Special
Officer Sri Ananda
Theerthacharyulu under the
supervision of All Projects
Officer Sri Vijayasaradhi.

‘Guru Vandana’
fete on July 12, 13

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The three-day annual
Shakambari festival will begin
at Sri Durga Malleswara
Swamyvarla Devasthanam
here on Monday.

Kanaka Durga Temple
Executive Officer D.
Bramaramba said on Sunday
that the festivities would begin
with Vigneswara Puja,
Punyavachanam, Akhanda
D e e p a r a d h a n a ,
Ankurarpanam, Vastu

Homam and Kalasa Sthapana.
She further said that the

Vighneswara Puja would be
performed at 7.30 am. Ritvik
Varuna, Punyahavachanam,
Akhanda Deeparadhana and
Ankurarpanam would also be
performed on Monday, she
added. Saptaati Parayana,
Maha Vidyaparayana and
homams would be performed
on Tuesday, she said.

She added that Saptaati
Parayana, Maha Vidya
Parayana and homams would

be performed on Wednesday
as well. Besides, Santhi
Poushtika Homam etc. would
be performed on Wednesday.

The Executive Officer said
that the presiding deity god-
dess Kanaka Durga would be
decorated with fruits and veg-
etables during the Shakambari
festival. ‘Sakambari Utsavam' is
being celebrated since 2007 to
propitiate the deity for good
rains, bountiful harvest and
copious yield of vegetables, she
added.

‘Shakambari’ fest at Kanaka
Durga temple from today

Molesting of minor by TDP leader:
Women’s panel seeks details

YSRCP trying to weaken panchayats: MLC Arjunudu

YSRCP plenary ignored
State’s issues, says CPM

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The Sports
Authority of
A n d h r a
P r a d e s h
(SAAP) wil l
conduct the
sixth State
Open Tennis
L e a g u e
Championship
at the Tennis
Complex of
Indira Gandhi

Municipal Corporation (IGMC) Stadium in
Vijayawada on July 30 and 31.

The championship would be conducted in six
categories -- under 8, 10, 12, 14, 16 and 18 boys
and girls, said the SAAP Vice-Chairman and
Managing Director Dr N Prabhakar Reddy in a
press release.

He further said that the State government was
conducting the SAAP leagues to spot talents and
encourage the youth.

He said that the interested players should reg-
ister their names on or before July 25. For fur-
ther information, players and their parents may
contact SAAP Tennis League in-charge Sivarama
Krishna on the number 9032530429. 

JUDO CHAMPIONSHIP 
HELD IN CITY

Sixth SAAP Tennis League
Championship from July 30- 31

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The State Women
Commission (SWC) has
expressed anger over the bru-
tality against a minor girl of
Gajireddypalem of Rambilli
mandal in Anakapalli district.
Commission chairperson
Vasireddy Padma spoke to
Anakapalli SP Gautamishali on
Sunday and enquired about the
details of the incident.

The SP said that a complaint
was received that the girl had
been molested by one Chepala
Chittibabu who is the girl's rel-
ative, and they immediately
investigated and registered a
case under the Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences
Act (POCSO). The SP said that

the accused was taken into cus-
tody and the victim was sent to
the government hospital for
medical examination. The rel-
atives of the victim are angry
at the culprit.

Vasireddy Padma directed
the SP to complete the inves-
tigation quickly and ensure
that the criminal is punished.
It is learnt that Chittibabu, the

accused, is a TDP leader.
The Commission chairper-

son said that the criminal
should be arrested immediate-
ly, no matter who they are. She
said that political parties should
not support and encourage
such criminals who molest
innocent minor girls and should
be expelled from the party.

The commission chairper-
son further directed the offi-
cials of the District Women
and Child Welfare Department
to take responsibility until the
victim's health improves. The
women commission members
in Anakapalli district G Uma
immediately met the victim
and told her to be courageous
and told that the women com-
mission is there to support her.

Former minister Vealampalli Srinivas attending Bakrid prayer meet in Vijayawada
on Sunday

PNS n HYDERABAD

A sizeable number of IndiGo's
aircraft maintenance techni-
cians went on sick leave dur-
ing the last two days in
Hyderabad and Delhi to
protest against their low
salaries, sources said on
Sunday. On July 2, around 55
per cent of IndiGo's domestic
flights were delayed as a signif-
icant number of its cabin crew
members took sick leave, with
sources in the industry saying
they ostensibly went for Air
India's recruitment drive. 

IndiGo had cut salaries of a
large section of its employees
when the COVID-19 pan-
demic was at its peak. 

New airline Akasa Air,
revamped Jet Airways and Tata
group-owned Air India have
started hiring processes and
this has created a churn in the
aviation industry, with many
employees looking at greener
pastures. Sources said during the
last two days, a sizeable number
of IndiGo's technicians went on
sick leave so as to not invite any
disciplinary action while protest-
ing against low salaries.

Low salaries: IndiGo's
technicians go on sick
leave in Hyderabad

PNS n HYDERABAD

Telangana on Sunday record-
ed 459 new COVID-19 cases
taking the total tally in the state
to 8,06,124, a health depart-
ment bulletin said. 

No fresh fatality occurred
due to the infection and the
death toll continued to be
4,111, it said. 

Hyderabad accounted for
the highest number of 323
cases followed by 40 in Ranga
Reddy district and 29 in
Medchal and Malkajgiri dis-
tricts. 

A total of 468 people recov-
ered from the infectious dis-
ease on Sunday taking the total
tally of recoveries to 7,96,833.
The number of active cases
was 5,180, the bulletin said.

Telangana
registers 459 
new Covid cases
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PNS n KADAPA

Deputy Chief Minister SB
Amzath Basha participated in
the Eid-Ul-Adha prayers at
the Mamillapalli Halima Sadia
Edga ground near Indiranagar
here on Sunday. He exchanged
pleasantries with Muslims and
wished them on the occasion.

Speaking on the occasion,
Deputy Chief Minister SB
Amzath Basha said that the
holy Bakrid festival is very
important for Muslims. Bakrid
is a holy festival that is celebrat-
ed as a symbol of sacrifice and
every Muslim in the State
should celebrate this festival
with great devotion. 

Remembering the supreme
sacrifice of Prophet Ibrahim
the Bakrid festival is celebrat-
ed by the Muslims, he added.
The Bakrid preaches devotion
and sacrifice and it gives a great
message of leading a noble life

by keeping faith in Allah.
Amzath Basha said that the

Eid-Ul-Adha festival inspires
the spirit that there is no other
charity than giving to others as
much as one has. The Muslims
go to sacred Mecca during the
Bakrid festival, he said, and
asked all the Muslims to get the
blessings of Allah by following

the preaching of Islam.  
India’s significant feature is

the unity in diversity. A num-
ber of religions existed in India
which do not exist in any
country. People belonging to all
religions, castes and cultures
live together in India, he said.
Amzath Basha appealed to the
Muslims, Christians, Sikhs and

Jains to live like brothers in the
country and strive to make
India a strong country in the
world.

The Deputy  Chief
Minister said that Chief
Minister Jagan Mohan Reddy
headed government is imple-
menting various schemes for
the welfare of Muslims. The
state government would
extend financial assistance to
the Muslim girls. Special
training is being imparted
for  the  jobless  Musl im
youths by the government
extending help to get jobs.
The government is extending
loans to Muslim students
through an overseas scholar-
ship scheme to pursue high-
er education in foreign coun-
tries. Meanwhile, on the
occasion of Bakrid prayers,
the police led by DSP Shiva
Reddy made e laborate
arrangements in the city.

Live in unity to build a
strong nation: Amzath

PNS n NARASARAOPET

The mega devotional event at the
Ramalingeswara Swamy temple on the
auspicious occasion of the 'Tholi Ekadasi'
went off peacefully atop the hill at
Vinukonda on Sunday.

The temple officials said over two lakh
devotees thronged the temple to have a
darshan of the deity. Collector L Shiva
Shankar, MLA Bolla Brahmanaidu, and SP
Ravi Shankar Reddy offered prayers at the
temple today.

Elaborate arrangements were made to
regulate the crowds and to provide facil-
ities to the police, revenue and municipal
officials at the temple. Annadanam was
also organised in a big way by voluntary
organisations. The temple officials, keep-
ing in view the heavy rush of pilgrims to
the temple, arranged round-the-clock
darshan of deity in the temple. A large
number of devotees were seen from
Vellatur road to the temple located atop
the hill. It was a sea of humanity at the
temple as the temple premises were over-
crowded with devotees.

The Ramalingeswara Swamy Tirunala
festival was organised as a low-key affair
for the last two years during the
Coronavirus pandemic. The numbers of
devotees were more than expected this
year, temple officials said.

Vehicles were not allowed to the tem-

ple atop the hill. However, thousands of
pilgrims were seen trekking the hill to
reach the temple. The government for the
first time organised the Ramalingeswara
Tirunalla as a state function. The Collector,
SP, and MLA Brahmanaidu presented
'pattu vastralu' to the deity.

They were accorded a warm welcome
with Purnakumbham by the temple offi-
cials. The MLA performed pooja at 'pur-
nahuti homa' and participated in the devo-
tion programme. A police control room
was set up atop the hill to monitor the sit-

uation. The police made elaborate bundo-
bust at the temple by deploying over 500
police personnel while 250 municipal staff
were deputed for the event.

The police also made special arrange-
ments to ensure that traffic snarls did not
take place. CCTVs were set up at various
places to monitor the movements of
crowds. Drinking water and buttermilk
were provided to the devotees who were
waiting in long queues. The mega devo-
tional event went off peacefully and no
untoward incident took place, the SP said.

Over 2L devotees throng Vinukonda temple

PNS n ONGOLE

Telugu Desam Party (TDP)
State vice-president
Damacharla Janardhan has
alleged that the YSRCP lead-
ers had forced YS
Vijayalakshmi to resign as
honorary president and exit
the party.

Talking to the media here
on Sunday, the TDP senior
leader said that the YSRCP
organised the two-day plenary
only to criticise the TDP.
Chief Minister Y S Jagan
Mohan Reddy had made
Andhra Pradesh a capital-less
city.  “The government has
hiked the power tariff adding

woes to the people.  The
liquor mafias and sand mafias
are plundering the natural
resources. The government
has done away with the Anna
canteens which used to pro-

vide food at a cheaper price to
the common men”, he
slammed. Janardhan exuded
confidence that no one could
stop the massive victory of the
TDP in the coming elections.

Vijayamma forced to quit YSRCP: TDP 
PNS n ONGOLE

Minister for Animal hus-
bandry and Fisheries Seediri
Appala Raju here on Sunday
inaugurated the newly con-
structed Sri Ram Super
Speciality hospital.   

Speaking to the media on
the occasion, the minister
recalled that he studied with
the renowned doctor Chapala
Vamshi Krishna who estab-
lished the Sri Rama Super
speciality hospital in Ongole.
He said that medical services
would be provided by the Sri
Ram Super Speciality hospital
at affordable charges. 

The minister conveyed best

wishes to Dr.Vamsi Krishna
for starting a super speciality
hospital. Dr. Vamshi Krishna
thanked the minister for par-
ticipating in the inauguration
programme of the hospital.

MP Mopidevi
Venkataraman, deputy inspec-

tor general of police K
Raghurami Reddy,
Machilipatnam Mayor Meka
Venkateswaramma, CPM state
committee member Punati
Anjaneyulu and Battula
Brahmananda Reddy were
among those who were present.

Minister opens hospital

W
e are accountable
for our actions,
c a n t a n k e r o u s

behaviour, petulant and out-
comes. Professional and per-
sonal success starts with self
management. Self-manage-
ment is one concept that
can help people achieve per-
sonal and professional goals.
Imparting self-management
skills among students will
certainly improve academic
performance, attitude
towards life, completion of
academic tasks, and reduces
negative behaviour. Self-
management refers to com-
bination of behaviours that
focus on how people manage
themselves in the workplace
and their life. It will take a
great deal of time and ener-
gy to implement. However,
enthusiastically engaging in
managing and changing one-
self is the key to personal
burgeon.

What is Self management?
Self-management is an

ability to regulate behaviour,
thoughts, and emotions in a
productive way. Effective
self-management leads to
better emotional intelligence
by supporting self-awareness
and well being. Self-manage-
ment is an important leader-
ship quality that does not
always come naturally, but
with the right tools and prac-
tice. Daniel Goleman and his
co-authors define self-man-
agement through these six
traits: self-control, trans-
parency, adaptability,
achievement, initiative, and
optimism. Self-management
refers to methods, skills, and
strategies by which individ-
uals can effectively direct
their own activities towards
the achievement of  objec-
tives, and includes goal set-
ting, decision making, focus-
ing, planning, scheduling,
task tracking, self-evalua-
tion, self-intervention, self
development, etc. Good self-
management skills enhance

employee's dexterity, per-
sonal growth, and eventual-
ly lead to lucrative career
opportunities. Nurturing
self-management skills takes
time and is a long term
process. 

S e l f - m a n a g e m e n t
improves performance.
Peter Drucker author of the
book 'Managing Oneself '
emphasises that ‘we live in an
age of unprecedented oppor-
tunities. However, these
choices also require taking
responsibility for one's own
development and personal
maturity. 'Self-management
guides people how to react at

stressful circumstance.'  It is
the process of handling per-
sonal emotions and ability to
pursuit career goals, easily
recover from emotional dis-
tress, and translating wishes
into action to succeed. It
also helps people to take the
negative pressure off.
Developing and practicing
self-management skills can
help people improve work-
place performance and pro-
pel in career. Obviously, stu-
dents who have strong self-
management skills arrive in
classroom on time, well pre-
pared, pay attention, abide
instructions, effective listen-

ing, and work independent-
ly with focus. Self-manage-
ment skills help people take
control over actions, through
accountability, productivity
and motivation. 

Importance of self man-
agement In order to become
stellar performers in the
workplace, truly productive,
pro-active and buoyant,
develop the art of self-man-
agement. People with right

self-management skills usu-
ally considered as reliable
and without these skills they
may be unpredictable, which
can make an employer ner-
vous. If employees are with-
out self-control, they could
make chaos the workplace.
The success of students
depends upon various factors
such as priority of things,
ability to manage academic
tasks and organising their
study activities etc. The abil-
ity to adapt to one's sur-
roundings and adopt appro-
priate steps to benefit from
the situation is crucial for
students who want to suc-
ceed in their education. Self-
management helps students
to achieve academic pursuits
and it also contributes to
attenuate bad habits, brings
augmented emotional state,
good conduct and prevents
dilly-dally. Students with
good self-management skills
can focus on academics and
achieve career pursuits.

Practising self-management
shows a significant impact on
the results on academic per-
formance, considerable
progress on students' punc-
tuality, and on time submis-
sion of assignments. Self-
management skills help indi-
viduals build lifelong inde-
pendence and an ability to
deal with stressful situations. 

Change mindset Things
cannot be changed until we
change our mind. Self-man-
agement is an acquired skill.
Developing self-management
skills require a certain level of
self-awareness, focus, adapt-
ability and self regulation.
Self-management skills allow
people to control and regulate
their emotions, thoughts and
behaviour effectively in dif-
ferent situations. People with
strong self-management skills
can set independent goals
and strive hard to accomplish
them. Recruiters affirm that
they prefer candidates with
strong self-management skills

because when someone finds
it difficult to control their
thoughts and emotions, they
might behave egregiously
with customers and create
hurtful feelings to others.
People with self-management
skills are better at managing
their behaviour that leads to
infallible workplace actions.
Developing self-management
is an introspective process. It
requires an honest deep dive
into own emotional intelli-
gence, self-control, and   reg-
ulate human emotions. It's
certainly not easy, but self-
management skill can be
learned with regular intro-
spection of one's own behav-
iour. Self-management skills
boost productivity, diligent at
work and helps achieving
professional goals.

(The writer is Assistant
Professor, Department of

Commerce, PB Siddhartha
College of Arts & Science

Vijayawada) 

SRINIVAS VISSAPRAGADA

What is self-management?

Self-management is an ability to regulate

behaviour, thoughts, and emotions in a

productive way. Effective self-management

leads to better emotional intelligence by

supporting self-awareness and well being 

Self-management vital for personal and professional success

Woman, son killed 
as car hits culvert
TIRUPATI: In a tragic incident, a young woman and her son were
killed and three others were injured, one of them critically, when
the car in which they were travelling rammed a culvert at C
Mallavaram village in the district. Police said that the deceased
were identified as Sharnya (32) and her son Mithun (10). Five
members of a family belonging to Erode in Tamil Nadu were going
to the hill shrine Tirumala on pilgrimage. Their car rammed a
culvert killing the woman and her son instantaneously. The
condition of one of the injured women is said to be critical. The
injured were admitted to the Ruia hospital. The driver of the car
was drowsy while driving the vehicle which led to the accident, the
police said.

Over 66,000 liquor 
bottles destroyed
KURNOOL: The police destroyed over 66,000 bottles of liquor
worth over Rs 2 crore by crushing them with road rollers on the
outskirts. SP Siddartha Koushal said that the liquor bottles which
were seized during the raids while being brought from
neighbouring states illegally to sell here during the last three years
were destroyed.  He said that the 66,000 liquor bottles destroyed
were worth more than Rs 2 crore. The SP said that 593 cases of
illegal transport of liquor had been registered during the last three
years by the SEB officers in the district. Additional SP Prasad and
Kurnool CI Satyanarayan oversaw the operation.

SHORT TAKES

PNS n ONGOLE

The Joint Action Committee
(JAC) of the National Health
Mission employees has
demanded that the govern-
ment implement the mini-
mum time scale for them.

The NHM JAC chairman
Dayaani, addressing the gen-
eral body meeting here on
Sunday, said that on the
directions of Chief Minister
Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy, on
January 17, 2022, the state
government issued GOs No
5 and 7 hiking the salaries of
contract and outsourcing
employees but the govern-
ment had not taken steps to

implement minimum time
scale to the National Health
Mission employees. She said
that the medical and health
department officials were
hesitating to implement the
Minimum Time Scale for
the NHM employees, she
said.  

She warned that the agitation
would be intensified unless
the government took a decision
in favour of the NHM employ-
ees to implement a minimum
time scale.

State treasurer J
Simhachalam said that as per
the assurance given by Chief
Minister Y S Jagan Mohan
Reddy, equal wages to equal

work should be implemented.
Showing discrepancy in the
payment of salaries to those
who were doing the same work
and discharging the same
duties amounted to exploita-
tion. The Chief Minister should
prove his sincerity by imple-
menting the MTS to the NHM
employees.

AP NGO district president
Sharat Babu said that the AP
NGO was extending solidari-
ty with the agitating AP NHM
employees and assured to
extend support to them. AP
DSC contract employees pres-
ident Ramana Reddy, UPHC
state vice president Vijay, and
other union leaders also spoke.

AP NHM JAC demands
minimum time scale 

Kakatiya period inscriptions 
found at Salvapur village
PNS n HYDERABAD

In a new discovery, an inscription dat-
ing back to the Kakatiya period was
found by Kotha Telangana Charitra
Brundam members Devaram Ramesh
Sharma and Samaleti Mahesh at Salvapur
village in Bachannapet mandal of
Janagam district.

Not knowing the right information on
who laid the inscription, the year the
members could relate was from Virodhi
(1290-91) when Prataparudra of
Kakatiya reigned. The inscription is
written in Telugu script on four sides.

Oil millers and weavers are mentioned
in this inscription.  It is known as Mada
donation made by unidentified persons.
Oil millers are also known as Telikas.
They used to rotate oil tanks. They are
known for their profession. Seni can be
weavers. Their mention is rare. 

This inscription states that oil millers
should pay (adduga), means half-rupee
for each loom. The second side of the
inscription is illegible. 

Hence the inscription appears to be
incomplete. The Historian team conven-
er Sriramoju Haragopal said that these
inscriptions are very rare part of the soci-
ety and found to be in oldest temples. It
must be a form of punishment in some
incidents and due to them being fixed
completely to the walls, the other sides
vanish.

Not knowing the right
information on who laid the
inscription, the year the
members could relate was
from Virodhi (1290-91) when
Prataparudra of Kakatiya
reigned. The inscription is
written in Telugu script on
four sides
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R 76 dead in rain-related incidents in
Maha so far this monsoon: Report

R
ain-related incidents have claimed the lives of 76 people in Maharashtra during the ongoing
monsoon season so far, a report by the state disaster management authorities said on
Sunday. Of the total number of deceased, nine persons died on Saturday - four in Wardha

district, three in Gadchiroli and one each in Nanded and the coastal Sindhudurg district, it said.
As many as 125 animals have perished since June 1 with rains lashing parts of the state. The
India Meteorological Department (IMD)
has forecast heavy rainfall in the coastal
Konkan region of the state till July 13.
Rainfall of 64 mm to 200 mm is expected
in the region, the report said. In view of
the Met department's prediction, teams of
the National Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) have been stationed in the costal
districts, including state capital Mumbai, it
added. In landslide and flood-prone areas
of Raigad and Ratnagiri districts, people
from vulnerable areas have been shifted
to safer locations, the report said.

Scanty rain in Delhi in 10 days, wayward
forecasts leave residents puzzled 

T
he monsoon embraced Delhi in an impressive manner on June 30 but rains have
repeatedly given the capital a miss since then, with the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) struggling to make accurate predictions. Though experts

acknowledged that providing accurate localised forecasts is a complex process, they
said the central weather forecasting agency cannot be off the mark repeatedly. The
Safdarjung Observatory, Delhi's primary
weather station, has recorded just 2.6 mm
of rainfall in the last 10 days. It has
gauged 144.3 mm of rainfall against a
normal of 126.7 mm since June 1, when
the monsoon season starts. Of this, 117.2
mm came in just 24 hours ending at 8:30
am on July 1. After the season's first spell
of heavy rain on June 30-July 1, the IMD
issued an orange alert, warning of
moderate rainfall in the city on July 1. A
yellow alert was issued for light rain over
the next six days. 

New book focuses on PM Modi's organisational skills
‘THE ARCHITECT OF THE NEW BJP' 

PNS n NEW DELHI

Be it his experiments with tra-
ditional methods of party-build-
ing, keen eye for detail or appli-
cation of various innovative
methodologies to expand the
party, a new book offers a deep
insight into the organizational
skills of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi that it claims laid
the foundation of the new BJP.

"The Architect of the New
BJP: How Narendra Modi
Transformed The Party", slated
for release on Monday, is writ-
ten by senior journalist Ajay
Singh -- currently serving as the
press secretary to President Ram
Nath Kovind.

Published by Penguin

Random House India (PRHI),
the book tells how PM Modi and
his "unmatched organizational
skills" paved the way for his rise
in the party and transformed the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
into "the election-winning
machine it is today".

"It is naively assumed that his
(Modi's) rise has solely to do with
Hindutva plus economic devel-
opment -- often called 'Moditva'.
But this view ignores the meth-
ods he deployed to broaden the
base of his organization, the BJP,
and helped to connect it with
more and more people," writes
the author in the book.

"His ways are often old text-
book methods, applied with
more tenacity and conviction,

and even his rivals have started
imitating his innovations, albeit
unwittingly," he added.

It reveals the lesser-known
contributions of Modi, including
his relief work as RSS pracharak
during the Gujarat's Machchhu
dam crisis in 1979 -- which
brought a welcome change in
people's perception towards the
organisation -- and his instru-
mental role behind the BJP's win
of the crucial Ahmedabad
Municipal Corporation (AMC)
polls in 1987, the very year he
joined the saffron party.

Based on extensive interviews
with many party workers, lead-
ers and observers, according to
the publishers, the book uses in-
depth research and concrete

examples to explain how the BJP
has transformed over the
decades.

The foreword of the book is
written by American academi-
cian Walter Andersen, the
co-author of "The RSS: A
View to the Inside" (2018) and
"The Brotherhood in Saffron:
The Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh and Hindu Revivalism"
(1987).

"... Unlike so many studies
of Modi, this is not a book that
relies almost exclusively on
news reports and quotes that
appear in the press. Nor does
it have an agenda aimed primar-
ily at condemning or praising,"
he wrote in his description of the
book.

PM: Goddess Kali's unlimited
blessings are always with India 
PNS n KOLKATA/NEW DELHI

Goddess Kali's unlimited bless-
ings are always with India,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
said on Sunday while lauding
the country's saints for always
standing for "Ek Bharat,
Shreshtha Bharat" (One India,
great India). The establishment
of Ramakrishna Mission is also
associated with this idea, he said
in a video message on the birth
centenary celebrations of Swami
Atmasthananda, a former head
of the organisation.

Invoking Goddess Kali, Modi
said Ramakrishna Paramhansa
was one saint who had a clear
vision of her and his disciple
Swami Vivekananda had also felt
the spiritual vision about the
goddess, which infused into
him extraordinary energy and
strength.

Noting his association with
Atmasthananda, the prime min-
ister said the saint would often
mention Maa Kali and that it

was natural for him to feel an
association with the goddess
while looking at her temple at
Dakshineswar during his visit to
Belur Math.

"When faith is sacred, then
shakti shows us the way herself.
Maa Kali's unlimited blessings
are always with India. With the
spiritual energy, India is moving
ahead with the spirit of world's
welfare," he said.

His comments came amid a
row over the controversial depic-
tion of the goddess in a poster
by a Canadian film-maker of
Indian origin, which has drawn
angry reaction from BJP leaders
and Hindu groups. TMC MP
Mahua Moitra's remarks that
she had every right to imagine
Goddess Kali as a meat-eating
and alcohol-accepting" deity
has added to the row.

Modi made no reference to
the topic in his speech.

Everything is pervaded by the
consciousness of the mother,
and this consciousness is seen in

the Kali Puja of Bengal, he said.
Modi noted that Swami

Vivekananda, who founded the
organisation, lived for making
India great. His influence was
seen in all parts of the country
and his travels awakened a
national consciousness in that
era of slavery and infused new

confidence in it, Modi said,
adding this tradition was carried
forward by Atmasthananand
throughout his life.

"Be it Adi Shankaracharya
from hundreds of years ago or
Swami Vivekananda in modern
times, the saint tradition of
India has always been pro-

claiming 'Ek Bharat, Shreshtha
Bharat'. The establishment of
Ramakrishna Mission is also
associated with the idea of 'Ek
Bharat, Shrestha Bharat'," a
PMO statement quoted him
saying.

Paying tributes to
Atmasthananda, the prime min-
ister recalled his time spent
with him and said it was his
good fortune that he was in
touch with him till his demise.

The prime minister also
expressed happiness over the
release of a photo biography and
documentary to take his mission
to the masses.

Noting that Atmasthananand
received initiation from Swami
Vijnanand, a disciple of
Ramakrishna Paramhansa,
Modi said the awakened state
and spiritual energy of
Ramakrishna Paramhansa was
clearly visible in him.

He also spoke on the tradi-
tion of renunciation in the
country.

The foreword of the book
is written by American
academician Walter
Andersen, the co-author of
"The RSS: A View to the
Inside" (2018) and "The
Brotherhood in Saffron:
The Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh and
Hindu Revivalism" (1987).
"... Unlike so many studies
of Modi, this is not a book
that relies almost
exclusively on news
reports and quotes that
appear in the press. 

‘Agnipath backs IAF’s long-term
vision of ‘lean & lethal’ force’
PNS n NEW DELHI

The Agnipath scheme comple-
ments the Indian Air Force's
long-term vision to become a
"lean and lethal" force with the
best manpower and the new
recruitment model will in no
way reduce its operational
capability, Air Chief Marshal V
R Chaudhari said on Sunday.

The Chief of Air Staff said
the reform initiative will enable
the IAF to meet all its nation-
al security mandate and the
force envisaged its seamless
implementation with a restruc-
tured training pattern that is
contemporary, technology-
based and tailor-made for its
operational requirements.

Air Chief Marshal
Chaudhari told PTI that 13
teams will take care of enrol-
ment, employment, assess-
ment and training of recruits
within the four-year engage-
ment period.

He said any savings in pen-
sions and other expenditures
through the implementation of
the scheme are only inciden-

tal and not the reason for ini-
tiating the reform.

"The Agnipath scheme fur-
thers the IAF's manpower opti-
misation drive that has been
ongoing for a decade wherein
we have reviewed many
human resource policies and
organisational structures," he
said.

Nearly 7,50,000 candidates
have registered for around
3,000 positions in the IAF
under the new scheme.

The scheme complements
the IAF's "long-term vision of

being a lean and lethal force
with the best human resource
as we strongly believe that the
men and women behind the
machine make all the differ-
ence when it matters," the
Chief of Air Staff said.

The scheme, announced on
June 14, seeks to recruit youths
between the age bracket of 17-
and-half years and 21 for only
four years with a provision to
retain 25 per cent of them for
15 more years.

For 2022, the upper age
limit has been extended to 23
years.

Several parts of India wit-
nessed violent protests last
month against the scheme
with the agitators demanding
its rollback as the new model
does not provide a job guaran-
tee to 75 per cent of recruits.

"With evolving technology,
the basic requirements from an
air warrior have also seen a
qualitative shift. We feel that
the youth of today brings along
a different and much-required
set of skills as well as adeptness
with technology," he said.

A journey of 46 years creating 
niche in NE art horizons

F
ired by the zeal to establish an independent identity for artists in the North-eastern
region and create a space where creativity transcends boundaries, a group of like-
minded creative people came together 46 years ago to set up the Gauhati Artists' Guild

(GAG). Eminent artists such as Benu Misra, Neel Pawan Baruah, Asu Dev and Rajen
Hazarika, founding members of GAG, were instrumental in giving a direction to the
contemporary art form to become a blend
of regional traditions and modernism. It was
on July 11, 1976, that a motley group of
established, self-taught and even aspiring
artists along with prominent intellectuals
joined hands to lay the foundation of an
institution where art flourished, new talents
emerged and very definite and distinctive art
styles and forms were created, GAG
President Aminul Haque told PTI. The
journey began from the rented premises of
eminent folklorist Dr Birendranath Datta
whose love for the fine arts is legendary. 

Army training personnel 
on mandarin language 
PNS n NEW DELHI

In the backdrop of a lingering
border row in eastern Ladakh,
the Army has upscaled its efforts
to impart Chinese language
training to its personnel as part
of the overall strategy to ramp
up surveillance along the over-
3,400-km Line of Actual
Control (LAC).

A slew of measures has been
undertaken to improve its in-
house Mandarin expertise and
the aim is to empower junior
and senior military comman-
ders to engage with Chinese
military personnel as and when
the situation demands, sources
in the security establishment
said on Sunday.

They said various Mandarin
language courses are being run
at the language schools at the
Northern, Eastern and Central
commands of the Army.

The Indian Army is also
using artificial intelligence-
based solutions for the transla-
tion of various scripts or liter-
ature from the Mandarin lan-
guage.

"With improved Mandarin
skills, the Indian Army person-
nel will be better empowered to
convey their points in a much
more cogent manner," said one
of the sources.

According to inputs, the
Army now has a significant pool

of Mandarin-qualified person-
nel drawn from all ranks,
including officers and junior
commissioned officers (JCOs).

The Army has recently
obtained the requisite approvals
to induct Mandarin-trained
personnel in the Territorial
Army.

"With a recalibration of its
strategic outlook towards the
northern borders, the Indian
Army has upscaled its Chinese
language training and synergis-
tically enmeshed appropriate
scaling of Chinese linguists
within its overall strategy," said
another source.

The sources said Chinese
language experts are a function-

al requirement at the tactical
level and are required for pro-
viding analysis at the opera-
tional and strategic level while
catering for futuristic needs.

They said an increasing num-
ber of Mandarin experts are
required for a better exchange
of viewpoints and understand-
ing of the Chinese PLA's version
of their activities during various
interactions such as Corps
Commander-level talks, flag
meetings, joint exercises and
Border Personnel Meetings
(BPMs).

The Indian Army has already
concluded a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) with the
Rashtriya Raksha University
(RRU), the Central University
of Gujarat (CUG) and the Shiv
Nadar University (SNU) for
imparting Mandarin proficien-
cy to its personnel.

Simultaneously, the in-house
efforts include increasing the
vacancies at the Army's Training
School at Pachmarhi and the
School of Foreign Languages,
Delhi. 

The sources said the profi-
ciency-level testing of the
trained soldiers is being con-
ducted through civilian insti-
tutes such as the Langma School
of Languages, New Delhi to
assess the competence level of
the linguists in accordance with
international standards.

“With a recalibration
of its strategic
outlook towards the
northern borders,
the Indian Army has
upscaled its
Chinese language
training and
synergistically
enmeshed
appropriate scaling
of Chinese linguists
within its overall
strategy,” said
another source. 

PNS n MUMBAI

Former Maharashtra minister
Aaditya Thackeray on Sunday
claimed the grassroot Shiv
Sena workers were firmly with
the organisation, despite
"betrayal" by those whom the
party trusted. Speaking in
Mumbai's northern suburb
Dahisar as part of his 'Nishtha
(loyalty) Yatra', Aaditya
Thackeray said those who
wanted to leave the Sena have
gone, but the grassroot Shiv

Sainiks continue to support the
party, led by his father and for-
mer chief minister Uddhav
Thackeray. Last month, a
majority of the Sena MLAs, led
by Eknath Shinde, rebelled

against the party leadership,
asking it to snap ties with the
NCP and the Congress. The
revolt in the party led to the
collapse of the Uddhav
Thackeray-led government.
On June 30, Shinde was sworn
in as the chief minister, while
BJP's Devendra Fadnavis took
oath as the deputy CM. Since
the revolt, both the factions, led
by Uddhav Thackeray and CM
Shinde, have repeatedly
claimed to be the real Shiv
Sena.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Congress president Sonia
Gandhi on Sunday appointed
five new AICC secretaries in
Karnataka after removing two of
the existing ones. While the new
AICC secretaries, who will be
attached to the general secretary
in-charge for Karnataka, are D
Sridhar Babu, P C Vishnunadh,
Roji M John, Mayura S
Jayakumar and Abhishek Dutt,
those removed as AICC secre-
taries are Kuldeep Rai Sharma
and Raminder Awla. "Congress
president has appointed new
AICC secretaries attached with
the general secretary in-charge
of Karnataka, with immediate
effect," said an official statement
from the party.”

Congress appoints 
5 new secretaries for
K’taka, removes twoNDRF carries out

nationwide security audit 
PNS n NEW DELHI

The NDRF has begun a
nationwide survey of passen-
ger cable cars and ropeway
systems to find out possible
security flaws in them and to
prepare a structural blueprint
that will help it launch effec-
tive rescue operations in case
of an emergency or accident.

The federal contingency
force has also decided to train
its rescuers in specific ropeway
rescue skills apart from pur-
chasing an assortment of tools
like pulleys and carabiners to
be used for transporting the
salvager and evacuating
stranded people from the car

hanging in the air.
The move comes in the

backdrop of at least three
reported ropeway accidents
that took place in Jharkhand,
Himachal Pradesh and
Madhya Pradesh this year.

Three people were killed
while 12 were rescued after a
40-hour-long operation con-
ducted by the Indian Air
Force, National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF),
Army, Indo-Tibetan Border
Police (ITBP) and local
administration after cable cars
got trapped mid-air on a rope-
way at Trikut hills in
Jharkhand's Deoghar district
in April.

Man burnt alive in Assam
post kangaroo court verdict
PNS n GUWAHATI/MORIGAON

A man was burnt alive follow-
ing a verdict by a village kan-
garoo court in Nagaon district
of Assam for allegedly killing
a woman, police said on
Sunday.

The police have so far
apprehended five persons,
including three women, for
setting ablaze Ranjit Bordoloi,
35, said SP Leena Doley.

The incident took place at
Borlalungaon and Barhampur
Bamuni under Samaguri
police station on Saturday
night.

A 'raij mel' (public hearing)
was conducted over the death
of the woman (22), whose
body was found in a pond few

days ago, after another woman
claimed of witnessing the
murder, a senior police officer
said.The woman allegedly saw
five persons killing her, includ-
ing Bordoloi, he said.

Villagers dragged him out of
his home, tied him to a tree
and conducted the hearing of
the 'gram sabha', officials said.

"He was then beaten up and
burnt alive. After that, they
buried the charred body," the
police officer said.

Bordoloi allegedly confessed
to killing the woman.

"The villagers claim that
the man killed the woman by
practising witchcraft. So, they
decided to mete out the same
punishment to him," the offi-
cer said.

NIA arrests seventh person
in connection with Udaipur
tailor's killing
PNS n NEW DELHI/JAIPUR

The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) has arrested a
seventh person in connec-
tion with the brutal killing of
tailor Kanhaiya Lal in
Rajasthan's Udaipur last
month, a spokesperson said
on Sunday.

"The seventh accused,
Farhad Mohammad Sheikh,
was produced before the court
from where he was sent on
police remand till July 12,"
special public prosecutor T P
Sharma said.

The NIA spokesperson said
Farhad Mohammad Sheikh,
alias Babla, was arrested on
Saturday evening.

He was a "close criminal
associate" of Riaz Akhtari,
one of the two main accused,
and took an active part in the
conspiracy to kill the tailor,
the spokesperson said.

Kanhaiya Lal was killed
with a cleaver inside his tailor-
ing shop on June 28.

The gruesome attack by
Riaz Akhtari, who is also
referred to as Riyaz Attari, on
the tailor was recorded on a
phone by Ghouse
Mohammad, and the video
was posted online. They said
in a video later that they
hacked Lal to death to avenge
an alleged insult to Islam.

The duo were arrested
within hours of the killing.

MUMBAI: Maharashtra legislature secretary has issued show cause
notices to 53 out of the total 55 Shiv Sena MLAs in the state - 39 of
the faction led by Eknath Shinde and 14 of the Uddhav Thackeray
group. One of the 14 MLAs from the Thackeray side, Santosh
Bangar, joined the Shinde camp on the day of the floor test of the
latter's government on July 4. MLAs from both the sides confirmed
having received the showcase notice. Both the sides have accused
each other of defying the party whip during the Speaker's election
and the trust vote on July 3 and 4, respectively, seeking disqualifica-
tion of the legislators from both the sides. 

Maha legislature's show cause
notices to 53 Sena MLAs

Grassroot Shiv Sainiks still with party: Aaditya

PASSENGER CABLE CARS & ROPEWAY SYSTEMS



Not only me, but
also all of
Ukrainian society
sympathises with
you [BoJo] a lot. 

Ukrainian President
—Volodymyr Zelensky

I don’t know what
we will be in for
as parents. But,
one thing I’m
sure of, we’re
mighty happy.

Actor 

—Ranbir Kapoor 

L
ast Wednesday, the Indian oil companies hiked the cooking gas price by 
`50, making the price of the cooking gas soar to `1,053 in the Capital. Cooking
gas prices directly affect the common man. And it is not just the petroleum

products that are on fire, every other essential item is showing an upward 
trend, be it vegetables, groceries or everyday toiletries, all are going beyond the
reach of the commoner. Almost every section of society is finding it hard to 
manage its spending due to the sharp rise in the prices of essential commodi-
ties. LPG, edible oil, pulses, vegetables, petrol and diesel rates, and most com-
modities that are used in every household, have become too expensive and are
burning a hole in the pocket of the common man. Inflation is at an all-time high
in the country and showing no sign of plateauing. Retail inflation was 7.04 per

cent in May. It remained above the RBI’s tolerance
level for the fifth consecutive month. The food bas-
ket inflation was 7.97 per cent in May 2022, as
per the data released by the National Statistical
Office (NSO). Inflation in ‘oils and fats’ in March
soared to 18.79 per cent as the geopolitical cri-
sis due to the Russia-Ukraine war pushed edible
oil prices higher.

The only respite can come from a normal 
monsoon. The RBI Governor has projected 
inflation at 5.7 per cent in 2022-23, with Q1 at
6.3 per cent; Q2 at 5.8 per cent; Q3 at 5.4 per
cent; and Q4 at 5.1 per cent. It means that hard
times for Indian middle class and lower-income

groups are here to stay. While there’s little the Indian Government can do about
the war in Ukraine that has pushed the prices of edible oils over the roof, it can
certainly do something about the fiscal discipline in the country. Limiting its 
non-plan and wasteful expenditure, it can manage the economy better. It has to
check the falling value of the rupee vis-a-vis dollar and also FIIs withdrawals from
Indian markets. As they say, you can fake everything except the economy, because
when your buying capacity is reduced, you know that there is something wrong
with the economy. No one can convince you otherwise. This is exactly what 
happened in Sri Lanka. We should learn from their mistakes rather than making
our own.

A
s violent protests erupted in Colombo, the parliamentary Speaker said President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa will step down on July 13. The protesters stormed the
President’s official residence and set Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe's res-

idence afire in the capital on Saturday. Wickremesinghe also announced his willingness
to resign so that an all-party Government could be formed. This, however, hasn’t brought
normalcy to the island nation. Sri Lankan Army chief General Shavendra Silva on Sunday
appealed to people to maintain peace. He issued a statement, saying that “an opportu-
nity has arisen to resolve the current crisis in a peaceful manner”. It will take some time
for the restoration of order, for the crisis is too deep and intense to subside with a few
resignations and earnest appeals. Over the years, the Rajapaksa family had not only

become powerful — which, by the way, is not unusu-
al in many countries, including in India — but almost
ended up owning the Government. Which other coun-
try in the world had two brothers as the President and
the Prime Minister, plus another brother as Finance
Minister? Besides, they showed an astounding lack
of wisdom by walking into the debt trap, called the
Belt and Road Initiative, laid by China. Sri Lanka was
forced to borrow massively to finance the showy infra-
structure projects, of which the Hambantota deep sea-
port also caused concern in the geostrategic com-
munity in India. Especially after 2017, when it was
given to a Chinese State-owned company on a 99-
year lease. Yet, in a gesture of great magnanimity, India

has helped the island nation in every possible manner in its moment of crisis.
The COVID pandemic exacerbated the situation, particularly because the Sri Lankan

economy depends a lot on tourism. The livelihoods of a lot of people depend on tourism
and tourism-related activities. President Gotabaya and his brother, PM Mahinda Rajapaksa,
transformed (perhaps the still manageable) crisis into a catastrophe when they imposed
organic farming and banned chemical fertilisers on April 29, 2021. The decision made
green activists jubilant. The Indian environmentalist Vandana Shiva said in June last year
at a virtual summit, “This decision will definitely help farmers become more prosperous.
Use of organic fertiliser will help provide agri products rich with nutrients while retaining
the fertility of the land.” As and when biodiversity of the ecosystem improves, the har-
vest will also improve and crops will be resistant to weeds and various diseases, she
added. What, however, happened was the exact opposite of what she and her ilk said.
The fall in farm yields was steep. The ban was withdrawn in the wake of extensive protests
but the damage was done, with the paddy yields declining by around one-third all over
the country. Tea, another major crop, suffered even more. Sri Lanka’s woes and the decline
of the Rajapaksa family can be viewed as a classic case of nemesis following hubris.
You have to pay a heavy price if you take green extremists seriously.

Gota going

PLASTICS FROM WASTE BIOMASS

Sir – Scientists from Switzerland have cre-
ated a brand new plastic that is similar to
Polyethylene Terephthalate (PET) and can
be readily produced from inedible plant
parts. The plastic is a promising contender
for the food packaging sectors since it is
robust, heat-resistant and effective at block-
ing gases. The new plastic can be chemical-
ly recycled because of its structure and can
break down in the environment into harm-
less carbohydrates. Now it is becoming
increasingly clear that moving away from
fossil fuels and avoiding the accumulation
of plastic in the environment is essential to
meet the challenge of climate change. In this
direction, considerable efforts are being
made to develop compostable or recyclable
polymers made from non-edible plant
material called lignocellulosic biomass.

Of course, there’s a reason convention-
al plastics are so popular; they combine low
cost, thermal stability, mechanical strength,
processability and compatibility. These all
are characteristics that any alternative plas-
tic must match or surpass. And so far, the
task remains fraught with difficulty.
Researchers have produced packaging films,
yarns that can be spun into clothing or other
textiles, and fibres for 3D printing. Plastics
have very interesting properties, especially
for applications like food packaging, and
what makes it unique is the presence of an
intact road structure.

Vijaykumar H K | Raichur

HATE CRIME IS THE WORST

Sir – The effect of hate crimes is that peo-
ple victimised by violent hate crimes are
more likely to experience more psycholog-
ical distress than victims of other violent
crimes. Specifically, victims of crimes that
are bias-motivated are more likely to expe-
rience post-traumatic stress, safety concerns,
depression, anxiety and anger than victims
of crimes that are not motivated by bias. Hate
crimes send messages to members of the vic-
tim’s group that they are unwelcome and
unsafe in the community, victimising the
entire group and decreasing feelings of safe-

ty and security. Furthermore, witnessing dis-
crimination against one’s own group can lead
to psychological distress and lower self-
esteem.

Hate crimes are an extreme form of prej-
udice, made more likely in the context of
social and political change. Public and polit-
ical discourse may devalue members of
unfamiliar groups, and offenders may feel
that their livelihood or way of life is threat-
ened by demographic changes. Offenders
may not be motivated by hate, but rather by
fear, ignorance or anger. These can lead to
dehumanization of unfamiliar groups and
to targeted aggression. With this, any form
of hate crime is serious and dangerous for
society, its people and the country.

Bhagwan Thadani | Mumbai

WIMBLEDON’S CENTRE COURT

Sir — The 100th anniversary of the iconic
Centre Court is a significant milestone in
the history of Wimbledon tennis. Its lush
green grass, trimmed with precision,
snipped to perfection, and orderly and orga-

nized, all conjure up the image of the pris-
tine beauty of the most popular and pres-
tigious tennis courts of the four Grand
Slams. The commencement of Wimbledon,
which dates back to 1877, encompasses
nearly every aspect of the sport. Perhaps, of
all the unfading images of the Centre
Court, Jana Novotna’s famous cry on the
shoulder of the Duchess of Kent after she
lost to Steffi Graf in the 1993 Wimbledon
final when she looked all set to create his-
tory can arguably be counted as the best.

The Czech champion, who later died
after a long fight with cancer, found a place
in every sports lover’s heart even as the royal
family at the Centre Court showed its
human side, and the moving images dur-
ing the presentation ceremony are indelibly
ingrained in our memory. With the Centre
Court being the most storied venue in ten-
nis, commemorating 100 years of it is akin
to commemorating the game itself.

Ranganathan Sivakumar | Chennai
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Fuel on fire
Learning from the Lanka experience, it’s time 

for the Govt to exercise financial discipline

PICTALK

Devotees perform rituals at Sangam during Devshayani Ekadashi, in Prayagraj AP

LETTERS TO TTHE EDITOR

Sri Lanka is in economic pits after fiscal
mismanagement; its citizens are running wild

W
ith the outcome of results of
Azamgarh and Rampur in UP, the
BJP has started concentrating on

Pasmanda Muslims, who voted the party in
large numbers as there is no unity in the
Opposition parties. This step by the party
will strengthen communal harmony and it
will also help enlarge national integration
and also uplift the poor and downtrodden
members of society and. Now the percep-
tion of this society is changing and it is
openly supporting the party to get the maxi-

mum benefits for themselves. With the elec-
tions of 2024 in mind, the party expects to
get a maximum chunk of Pasmanda
Muslims to help it to come to power again.

It will also help in the Assembly elec-
tions, which are going to be held this year
and the next year. Modi’s outreach to
Muslims is a welcome step and the commu-
nity should also respond to it positively. It is
a pleasant surprise that Modi has exhorted
the party cadre to reach out to the
“deprived, non-elite” Muslims. One wishes
that the BJP cadres abide by his call to care
for impoverished Muslims. It will improve
the lot of poor Muslims and strengthen
interfaith bonds. It doesn’t matter whether it
is known as ‘Muslim appeasement’ or ‘poli-
tics of fulfilment’. It should not be reduced
to a game plan to prevail on impoverished
Muslims to support the BJP.

Yash Pal Ralhan | Jalandhar

Muslims on BJP’s wish list

SOUNDBITE

standards of the impecunious.
The steps for preventive

methods would include accel-
eration of economic growth
and rapid infrastructure devel-
opment. Stress on human
resource development, proper
functioning of public distrib-
ution systems and growth of
farm/non-farm employment.
Agricultural growth also has a
direct bearing on the wane in
poverty affected conditions.
For a long time in the 50s and
60s, many growth models like
the Harrod-Domar growth
model and Mahalanobis
growth model stressed for
rapid economic growth and
higher rate of capital formation
for speedy economic growth.
They stressed that rapid eco-
nomic growth would address
the problem. But though the
rate of growth in GDP
achieved the range of 5.5-6 per
cent per annum in 80s and 90s,
it could not have a significant
impact on poverty reduction
and employment generation.

What is the remedy? The
remedy as such lies in shifting
the stress to labour-intensive
projects and it should be fur-
ther ensured that the benefits
of economic growth percolate
down to the target groups
(those Below Poverty Line).
Montek Ahluwalia had stated
that agricultural growth and
poverty are inversely related.
The higher the agricultural

growth, the lower the poverty
ratio. Punjab and Haryana in
the sixties showed the way in
this direction. But, of late,
increased mechanisation of
agricultural operations has
affected employment genera-
tion in this sector.
Nevertheless, agriculture being
the mainstay of our economy,
steps to ensure growth and
development in this sector (in
rainfed and water scarcity
areas through irrigation)
would improve the condition
of the small and marginal
farmers.

Speedy development of
infrastructure would give a
thrust to growth with direct
impact on poverty alleviation.
Moreover, growth of non-
farm employment like petty
trade, transportation, hinder
crafts, dairying etc can have
direct impact on poverty erad-
ication. Poor households
spend about 80 per cent of
their income on food items.
Hence, ensuring food securi-
ty and proper functioning of
public distribution system is a
must for a frontal attack on
poverty. If these methods are
seriously and sincerely imple-
mented and monitored, the
condition of the poor would
steadily improve and pull them
out of the poverty trap.

The curative method is
more critical and needs mas-
sive endeavour to propel peo-

ple out of the poverty net.
Broadly speaking, the steps
would include access to sus-
tainable livelihood, universal
access to basic social services,
provision of socio-economic
protection system to support
those who cannot support
themselves.

Solutions have to be found
to tackle region-centric pover-
ty syndrome. While short-
term solutions may revolve
around antipoverty and
employment generation pro-
grammes of the Government
and their speedy implementa-
tion, the long-term policy
should take factors like popu-
lation control, regional prob-
lems and fulfilment of mini-
mum needs of the poor into
consideration. The need of the
hour is for a paradigm shift in
the approach to eradicate
poverty. Economists (like
Nobel laureate Amartya Sen)
having stressed the concept of
deprivation as the prominent
symptom poverty (over and
above income and consump-
tion-level calculation), a frontal
attack to tackle the deprivation
factor of the impecunious may
increase the momentum to
pull those out from below the
poverty line.

(This is the last part of the
series on poverty.)

(The author is a superan-
nuated senior IAS officer. The
views expressed are personal.)

The Government must shift the stress to labour-intensive projects; also, all the
benefits of economic growth should percolate down to the target groups

UNLESS THE
MALADY OF 

POVERTY IS CURED,
ALL VISIONS AND

REALISATION OF
RAPID ECONOMIC
GROWTH WOULD

PROVE TO BE
SHALLOW AND THE
VISION OF ACTUAL

GROWTH WITH
EQUITABLE

DISTRIBUTION
WOULD STILL

REMAIN A CHIMERA

SANGRAM MISHRA

Let’s go all out
to end poverty

P
overty with its penumbra
marginalises a nation’s
growth and development.
Since there’s Hobson’s

choice, we must go for its eradi-
cation.

Poverty is no longer taken as
restricted to economic factors
only. A broader view of depriva-
tion indicators of poverty like life
expectancy, educational index
(years of schooling), standard of
living, inequality in distribution
of achievement, gender inequal-
ity and, lastly, multidimensional
poverty index (MPI). MPI states
different factors determining
poverty beyond income level.
Multiple deprivation has manifes-
tations in deprivation and back-
wardness in health, education and
standards of living. It is clear that
poverty is (and recognised as) a
multidimensional concept based
on deprivation.

The Constitution has many
provisions which may relate to
poverty and its alleviation. While
the Preamble mentions the word
‘socialist’ in it, Art 14 (equality
before law), Art 21 (protection of
life and liberty: life means a life
of dignity, not just an animal life),
Art 23 (prohibition of traffic in
human beings and forced labour)
also directly or indirectly touch-
es the issue of poverty. Under
Directive Principles of State Policy
in the Constitution, Art 38 (social
order, welfare of people), Art
39(a) (right to adequate means of
livelihood), Art 41 (right to
work), Art 42 and Art 43 also
touch upon poverty-related
issues. But then why after so many
years we are still not out of the
quagmire of poverty, which has
affected the economy, society
and all related sectors badly?

A closer look, analysis and
understanding would reveal as to
which is the right way and there-
by we may discern the reason (for
our inability also) to wane the
effect of poverty. The steps to be
taken to alleviate the predica-
ments of the poverty-stricken
may be put into two categories.
The two methods can be broad-
ly delineated as prophylactic and
curative (in the former, it should
be seen that no one from the
Above Poverty Line (APL) sinks
into poverty trap. This is a way to
check aggravation in the living

J&K has pro-
gressed on the
path of peace and
progress under the
leadership of PM
Modi....

Union Home Minister
—Amit Shah 

Any company in

any sector should

abide by the laws

of India. This is

the responsibility

of everyone. 

Union IT Minister 

—Ashwini Vaishnaw 

You obviously
don’t choose the
ground for
debut…. But
when I scored, it
felt great. 

Former Indian captain
—Sourav Ganguly



HIS OWN PARTY HAS FINALLY CONCLUDED 

THAT HE’S UNFIT TO BE THE 

PRIME MINISTER. 

—LABOUR PARTY CHIEF

KEIR STARMER

I WANT YOU TO KNOW HOW SAD I AM TO 

BE GIVING UP THE BEST JOB IN THE 

WORLD. BUT THEM’S THE BREAKS.

—CARETAKER BRITISH PRIME MINISTER 

BORIS JOHNSON 

T
hese days there is a great interest among the youth to know about
the hidden treasures that are locked up in our ancient scriptures.
Of all the scriptures and mythological literature that’s available

in the public domain, Bhagwat Gita is the one which has been the
favourite in every age group.

For centuries people, not only in India but also in other parts of
the world, have been reading and interpreting the message of the Gita
with great devotion. The story of the Mahabharata presents the strug-
gle that takes place on the battlefield of every thinking man or woman's
mind, when desires, expectations and vices try to get the better of
the innate virtues of the soul. Under these circumstances, the Holy
Gita tells us how we can win these inner battles and emerge as bet-
ter human beings, free from all bondages.

At the individual level, it is a valuable and inspiring handbook for
self-transformation. At a higher level, it is a blueprint for a new world
order. What will that new order be like? The Almighty Supreme gives
hints of that in Chapter 16 of the Gita, where He describes the traits
that make one divine. The Gita talks about the Daivi Sampada and
Asuri Sampada—the virtuous society and the vicious society.

These traits are the hallmarks of the new world order, just as the
demoniac qualities, mentioned in the same chapter, characterize the
world we live in. When those of a demoniac nature are thus trans-
formed into divine beings, the world turns from hell to heaven. It applies
to the whole global family of humans. It goes on to show how humans
can create the divine society. This great change in the quality and con-
sciousness of humans influences other creatures and the elements
of nature too, transforming them in the process.

One of the most quoted and famous verses of the Bhagavad Gita
is from Chapter 4: “Yada yada hi dharmasya...” According to this verse,
the Almighty says that whenever there is decline of dharma or right-
eousness, He manifests Himself to destroy evil and re-establish prin-

ciples of dharma in every cycle of yugas or ages. In essence, He says
that He manifests Himself at the end of every cycle for the task of
world transformation. He comes to transform the entire world from
a degraded state to a pure, virtuous state. Only He can perform this
task of world transformation, the task of purifying human souls from
vicious to completely divine state, because He is omniscient and
omnipotent.

One of the most important teachings of the Gita is about the true
identity of human beings, when the Supreme Almighty tells Arjuna:
“You are a Soul.” This is a universal spiritual truth that is applicable
to all.

The Gita says those of a divine state are fearless, pure of heart,
steadfast in yoga and knowledge, harmless, true, peaceful, compas-
sionate towards beings, gentle, modest, straightforward and free from
anger, crookedness, hatred and pride. When those of a vicious nature
are thus transformed into divine beings, the world turns from hell to
heaven. This great change in the quality and consciousness of humans
influences other creatures and the elements of nature too, transform-
ing them in the process. This is the way the Supreme Almighty re-
establishes the Golden Age in the world. This rejuvenation takes place
in every cycle of time, and He the Supreme Master sustains the new
world through those individuals who have made themselves capable
of this task by following His teachings fully. This is the right time and
moment to integrate the message of the Gita in our life and contribute
in the re-establishment of a new golden era which is free from vio-
lence of the vices.

(The author is a spiritual educator and popular columnist for pub-
lications across India, Nepal, and the UK)
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GITA IS BLUEPRINT OF 
A NEW WORLD ORDER

POINTCOUNTERPOINT

It tells us how we can emerge 
as better human beings

T
he impact of Covid-19
pandemic, the recent geo-
political crisis and the

all-pervasive technological inno-
vations sweeping across
economies are challenging the
traditional financial intermedi-
ation processes…

Over the past few years, the
business of banking has wit-
nessed a shift from traditional
branch banking to digital bank-
ing. This paradigm shift has
been possible due to innovations
in information technology (IT),
growth in mobile and internet
connectivity, market-based
financial intermediation, and
the advent of Fintech. Financial
service providers are now devis-
ing new products and services
and are adopting new business
models for reaching out to the
target customers.

Improvements in technol-

ogy have also enhanced the
cause of financial inclusion
and tech-enabled public goods
delivery. Direct benefit transfer
(DBT) through the digital
mode is among the best exam-
ples of tech-enabled public
goods delivery. Digital-mobile-
anywhere-anytime banking is
becoming the order of the day.
The indigenously developed
Unified Payments Interface
(UPI) and Aadhaar Enabled
Payment Service (AePS) have
become the backbone of our
retail payments system.

Alongside these advance-
ments, the Reserve Bank’s reg-
ulatory approach has been
realigned to support and foster
such innovations…

With the advent of new
technologies, we are witnessing
a new era of disruption. Given
the growing role of technology,

data and network effects, there
is a feeling among the banks
that having an ethos of a tech-
nology company, while offering
banking services, is the need of
the hour. This is an area of
opportunity for the banks; but
there are associated challenges
which need to be mitigated.
Greater attention needs to be
given to building customers’
trust by (i) offering products
and services appropriate and fit
for customer’s needs and cir-
cumstances; (ii) ensuring robust
security controls, reliable and
efficient delivery of services,
transparency of terms and con-
ditions to customers; and (iii)
by handling customer griev-
ances satisfactorily and build-
ing necessary awareness among
customers. All of these aspects
need to be factored in when
financial institutions introduce

or enhance technology driven
products and services.

Talking about opportuni-
ties, it would be relevant to note
that what we have seen until
now could be just the tip of the
iceberg. The use of artificial
intelligence (AI) and machine
learning (ML) to determine
the creditworthiness of clients
for small ticket loans by analyz-
ing data from a wide range of
traditional and non-tradition-
al data sources, has the poten-
tial to enhance access to cred-
it for marginalized customers.
Here also it would be necessary
to understand the associated
risks and mitigate them suitably
through various safeguards and
precautions. Risks relating to
cyber security, software devel-
opment, limitations in transac-
tion capacity, privacy of cus-
tomer data, and data security

need to be factored in. The
methodology of algorithms
underpinning digital financial
services has to be clear, trans-
parent, explainable and free
from exclusionary biases. The
credit scoring models using
innovative techniques can be
useful but they should be sub-
ject to a robust model gove-
nance framework.
Comprehensive assessment of
risks has also to be undertaken
while planning to move to
cloud with customer sensitive
data.

In all these digital initia-
tives, the plan should also fac-
tor in those sets of customers
who may not be digitally savvy
and who may want to engage
physically with the bank. It is,
therefore, crucial that while
driving various tech-enabled
initiatives, the existing systems

and processes do not see fre-
quent disruptions and non-
availability. We have already
seen instances of the damage
that disruptions in technology
systems can bring and the rep-
utation risk they carry for
financial entities…

It has also to be recognised
that human resources can turn
out to be the weakest link in
technology enabled financial
services. There is thus a vital
need for ongoing training and
skill building programmes.

At the end of the day, the
bottom-line is how technology
improves the financial system in
terms of efficiency, effective-
ness, resolving bottlenecks in
economic functions and pro-
viding value addition to the cus-
tomers.

Large technology compa-
nies (Big Tech) which have

entered into provision of finan-
cial services could potentially
be another source of disruption
to the financial system. These
companies have an enormous
amount of customer data
which has helped them to
offer tailored financial ser-
vices to entities and individu-
als lacking credit history or col-
lateral. Even the banks and
other lenders are sometimes
utilising platforms provided by
fintech companies in their
internal processes for credit
risk assessment. Such large
scale use of new methodologies
in credit risk assessment can
create systemic concerns like
over-leverage, inadequate cred-
it assessment, etc. Authorities
and regulators have to strike a
fine balance between enabling
innovation and preventing sys-
temic risks.

Following is the edited version of a speech delivered by Reserve Bank of India Governor Shaktikanta Das on June 17

Disruptions and opportunities in financial sector

(The author is the Governor
of the Reserve Bank of India.)

SHAKTIKANTA DAS

RAJYOGI BRAHMAKUMAR NIKUNJJI

Girls in Uttarakhand
aspire to live freely DIPSIKHA DEVI

PARENTS CITE
DIFFERENT
REASONS 
FOR NOT

SUPPORTING
THEIR GIRLS’

EDUCATION.
FOR SOME,

THE WORRY IS
SAFETY, WHILE

OTHERS
BELIEVE THAT

INSTEAD OF
SPENDING

HOURS
TRAVELLING
TO SCHOOL,

GIRLS ARE
BETTER OFF

LEARNING
HOUSEHOLD

CHORES

T
hak chuki hun, Thoda Aaram
Chahiye,” (I am tired, I need rest)
are the opening lines of the poem
written by Chandni Parihar. She

is just a 21-year-old girl who feels exhaust-
ed by the discrimination she has to face
in her society. A resident of remote
Jakhera village in Garur block of
Bageshwar district in Uttarakhand,
Chandni has been fighting to complete her
education.

Chandni was the first girl from her vil-
lage to score 65 per cent in Class 10. She
wanted to pursue science, but due to the
unavailability of this stream in the village
schools, she could not fulfill her dreams.
“I wanted to move out of my village to do
higher secondary in science, but my par-
ents objected as they were against idea of
spending money by sending me to a
school far off from the village,” she said.

Chandni was able to finish her 12th,
but more difficulties awaited her. “Soon
after finishing school, I had to put up a
huge fight to get admission to a college.
My parents and extended family members
wanted me to focus on housework...
They agreed to distance learning after
looking at how adamant I was... However,
they approved it by making me swear to
get married after I graduated from college.
Now, I am about to finish my college this
year and I dread as the days pass by,” she
said.

Her brother, on the other hand, who
is currently in the 12th standard, has full
support from their parents. He was asked
which stream he would prefer to take. In
fact, the parents wanted to send him out
of the village, as there was no good fac-
ulty in the nearby school.

Chandni made the best use of the
opportunities available to her in college.
Soon, she aspired to join the Indian Army
and simultaneously played football. She
could not follow her dreams despite
being a state-level footballer. “Once, I went
to the jungle to mow the grass. I despised
doing it but had to go as people consid-
ered it our ‘responsibility’. I didn’t realise
that I was on the edge of a hill and slipped,”
she lamented.

The accident took place during the
day, and the villagers and her parents
found her in the evening. The back
injury caused by this unfortunate incident
has shut all doors for Chandni as she can
no longer play football and apply for the
Indian Army. The villagers consider it
problematic when girls step out of the
houses without any purpose, but it is com-
pletely fine for them to send the adoles-
cent girls to the jungle and risk their lives
while mowing grass. Chandni believes the
true meaning of freedom is to live with-
out judgment and to at least get a basic
education without having to fight so hard
for it.

“The struggle is real and keeps getting
harder as we grow old,” another 21-year-
old girl, Geeta Kumari, said. A resident of

Unequal distribution of household chores impacts girls.
A thousand responsibilities virtually kill their aspirations

The author is a
development worker
from Delhi (Charkha

Features)

Lamchula village in same dis-
trict, Geeta is a powerhouse of
energy. As she climbs steep moun-
tainous path to junior school
where she works as an informal
assistant, she tells how despite hav-
ing great potential, families do not
allow girls to get educated.

“I could complete my studies till
Class 12 (intercollege) as it took me
around 45 minutes on foot to reach
nearest school. Other girls had to
walk for over one hour to reach
school on time. Others residing in
faraway villages would drop out
mid-year considering the distance
and the treacherous route they
were required to take even during
extreme weather,” said Geeta.

Parents cite different reasons
for not supporting their girls’
education. For some, the worry is
safety, while others believe that
instead of spending hours travel-
ing to school, girls are better off
learning household chores. That is
what they are born for.

Parents’ regressive thinking is
supported by the state’s failure to
establish strong infrastructure in far
flung areas. After completing her
Class 12, Geeta couldn’t pursue
higher education despite having
great interest and enthusiasm. The
degree college is in Bageshwar
city–around 25 km from Garur
block.

“Reaching Garur is another
challenge as the frequency of
available private taxi services is
quite low. My parents did not see
any benefit in the struggle,” she
said, adding that she has been
given the responsibility to take care
of her house and farms. On the
other hand, her brothers recently

got selected to serve in the Indian
armed forces.

Unequal distribution of house-
hold chores impacts girls’ oppor-
tunities, and it gets difficult for
them to even think for themselves.
Burdened with a thousand respon-
sibilities, their aspirations fall to
pieces. According to a Unicef
report released in 2016, girls
between the ages of 5 and 14 spend
40 per cent more time on house-
hold chores than boys their age.
This sets a stage for creating and
confirming the gendered roles of
girls and building a certain outlook
that limits their potential in life.

Asha Kumari, 18, another girl
from Lamchula is never to be seen
at home. She is either in the fields
or in the jungle gathering fodder.
When at home, she, along with her
mother, cooks, cleans and takes
care of other household chores. “I
would prefer to continue my col-
lege full time, but it’s far away, so
that’s not an option.”

During Covid-19, the pressure
of household chores burdened
the girls even more in these isolat-
ed villages. While boys had all the
time to indulge in sports, take up
various activities of their interest,
girls were sent to mow the grass in
the jungle for their livestock.

If there was one smartphone in
the house, it was given to boys to
attend online classes. It is only
when elections are around, polit-
ical leaders have woken up after a
struggle of two years to distribute
free mobile, tablet scheme for
students.

The lockdown was harsh
specifically for girls. The little
time they used to spend walking

to school, sharing their lives with
their friends, was snatched by the
lockdown, said Archana
Bahuguna, the head of Space for
Nurturing Creativity, a model
community and alternative resi-
dential learning centre situated in
Khumera village in Rudraprayag
district of Uttarakhand.

Having experience of leading
several projects focusing on chil-
dren, Archana emphasised how
the absence of vocational centres
in villages affects girls. “It is not
unknown that taking care of fam-
ilies is considered a ‘duty’ of girls
and women,” Archana said. 

Not sharing the load of house-
hold chores by most men can be
seen everywhere in the country.
However, in rural areas with rigid
cultural and gendered norms,
coupled with lack of opportunities,
often cut the wings of girls.

Even if some parents want to
support their daughters, extreme
poverty inhibits them from doing
so. “I want to join the Indian
Army,” says Manisha Kapkoti, a
bright 15-year-old girl from
Gairkhet, Kapkot block in
Uttarakhand. However, she added,
there is no coaching centre for the
National Defence Academy here
and my parents do not have the
resources to support me to pursue
coaching outside my village.”

There are several other girls
who have dreams—dreams of
having a computer centre in their
village, a smart phone to attend
classes online, a proper trans-
portation service, access to school,
freedom to wear whatever they
want, time for themselves. Hope
one day, they have it all.
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eo-political instability appears to be taking a toll on the Indian startups with the total
funding declining by 40 per cent to USD 6.8 billion in the April-June quarter, reveals
a PwC India report. The early-stage deals comprised more than 60 per cent of the

total with an average ticket size of USD 5 million, as per the PwC India report titled,
'Startup Deals Tracker - Q2 CY22.' "After three consecutive quarters of raising more than
USD 10 billion, the total funding in
the Indian startup ecosystem fell by
40 per cent during Q2 CY22 to reach
USD 6.8 billion. "The decline can be
attributed to a global slowdown,
decrease in tech stock valuations,
inflation and geopolitical instability," it
added. Software as a Service (SaaS)
and fintech companies had the
highest share of funding in the
second quarter of Calender Year (CY)
2022, totalling more than USD 3.1
billion, the report said.

A
urobindo Pharma remains focussed on developing complex and differentiated
products in multiple areas comprising oncology, hormonal products,
biosimilars, depot injections and vaccines to drive the next phase of growth, as

per its Annual Report for 2021-22. The Hyderabad-based firm also said it is in the
process of commissioning the capacities for some of the complex therapeutic areas,
adding that it is committed to
grow in its key geographies of
the US, Europe and other growth
markets. "In the US, around 220
abbreviated new drug
applications (ANDAs) are
awaiting final approval..With the
pandemic situation easing, your
company will resume its
development trajectory, with a
focus on developing a product
range of complicated injectables,"
it informed shareholders.

M
ining major NMDC has plans to invest in the renewable energy sector,
according to its chairman and managing director Sumit Deb. The company
is exploring locations in Telangana to set up solar capacities, Deb told PTI.

When asked if NMDC is keen to invest in the renewable energy sector, Deb said
replied in the affirmative. "Yes, we have plans. We are looking in Telangana
where we have a sponge iron unit,"
he said, without sharing details
about the investment. Deb said
NMDC may also set up the plant on
the land available with its sponge
iron unit, which is not operational
at the moment. Located at
Paloncha in Telangana, NMDC's
sponge iron unit has a capacity
100-tonnes-per-day. As of now,
there is no plan to re-start the
plant, Deb said in a reply to another
question related to the unit.

Aurobindo Pharma on track to
develop complex products

PNS n NEW DELHI

For years they tiptoed around
each other but now the groups
led by billionaires Mukesh
Ambani and Gautam Adani will
for the first time be in direct
competition when they later this
month participate in the auction
of airwaves capable of providing
fifth generation or 5G telecom
services.

But the rivalry between the
two politically well-connected
Gujarati businessmen will not yet
see a full-blown market clash
despite overlaps.

On Saturday, Adani group
confirmed plans to participate in
the July 26 5G spectrum auction
but said the airwaves it was seek-
ing was to set up a private net-
work to help digitise its business-
es from airports to energy to data
centres. This meant no entry into
the consumer mobile telephony
space, where Ambani's Reliance

Jio is the largest player. Jio as well
as telecom czar Sunil Bharti
Mittal's Bharti Airtel and
Vodafone Idea Ltd -- the other
two dominated telecom compa-
nies in the country -- have also
made applications to partici-
pate in the 5G auction, three
sources with knowledge of the

matter said. While the three
will be bidding to corner spec-
trum to support a pan-India roll-
out of 5G voice and data services,
Adani will compete to get the
same airwaves for private captive
networks. Incidentally, the tele-
com companies in the run-up for
the auction bitterly opposed any

direct allocation of spectrum to
non-telecom entities for setting
up private captive networks as it
would severely impact their
businesses. They wanted the
non-telcos to lease out spectrum
from them or they set up private
captive networks for them. But
the government weighed in
favour of private networks.
Adani and Ambani -- the
nation's richest -- had taken
contrasting approaches to busi-
ness diversification, which in
recent months has seen increas-
ing overlap.

While Ambani, 65, expanded
from the oil refining and petro-
chemicals business into con-
sumer facing telecom and retail
businesses, Adani diversified
from operating ports to produc-
ing coal, energy distribution,
airports, data centres and more
recently into cement and copper.

Adani, 60, has in recent
months set up a subsidiary for a

foray into petrochemicals -- a
business that Ambani's father
Dhirubhai began with before its
downstream and upstream oper-
ations.

Ambani too has announced
multi-billion-dollar plans for
new energy business, including
Giga factories for solar panels,
batteries, green hydrogen and
fuel cells. Adani, who had pre-
viously announced plans to be
the world's largest renewable
energy producer by 2030, too has
unveiled hydrogen ambitions.

Sources, however, said while
there is an overlap in the clean
energy space, there is no direct
competition between the two.
While Adani group is looking to
split water using solar power to
produce green hydrogen,
Ambani's Reliance is looking at
producing hydrogen from natur-
al gas and other hydrocarbons
supported by carbon capture
and storage.

Ambani vs Adani at 5G auction
but no direct market clash yet PNS n NEW DELHI

Information technology stocks
are likely to remain under
pressure in the near-term amid
headwinds emanating from
the worsening economic situ-
ation in key global markets and
financial market volatility,
according to analysts.

While the country's largest
software exporter TCS report-
ed a 5.2 per cent rise in June
quarter net profit on Friday,
kicking off the latest earnings
cycle, IT shares have been
sliding, with the BSE
Information Technology index
tumbling nearly 24 per cent so
far this year.

Cross-currency headwinds
and large scale talent churn
resulting in higher wage hikes
could also add to the chal-
lenges, especially in terms of
the impact on operating mar-
gins, analysts opined.

Though it is early to draw
conclusions, the ongoing polit-
ical developments in the

United Kingdom where
Indian-origin Rishi Sunak has
thrown his hat in the ring to be
the prime minister, are also
being closely watched. Sunak
is the son-in-law of Infosys co-
founder N R Narayana Murthy.

"In US and Europe, the
macro environment shows
signs of worsening... There
will be an impact on the IT sec-
tor... IT stocks are likely to
remain under pressure," Aditi
Patil, Research Associate at
brokerage firm Prabhudas

Lilladher told PTI. Reflecting
the negativity, the five IT con-
stituents of the 30-share bench-
mark Sensex have slumped up
to 43 per cent this year.

So far in 2022, Tech
Mahindra has plunged 42.68
per cent while Wipro has
plummeted 41.38 per cent and
HCL Technologies has
dropped 25.38 per cent. In the
case of TCS and Infosys, the IT
bellwethers, the decline has
been 12.63 per cent and 19.87
per cent, respectively.

PNS n NEW DELHI

With commodity prices peak-
ing out, major FMGC players,
including Parle Products,
Godrej Consumer Products
and Dabur expect a recovery in
demand in both rural and
urban markets going forward
aided by price stability.

Moreover, FMCG makers
can look forward to better
gross margins by the last
month of Q2FY23 on a year-
on-year basis, as there is a lag
of around two months in their
inventory coupled with for-
ward contracts, experts say.

Prices of commodities have
now peaked out and there has
been a 15-20 per cent decline
from peak prices in most com-
modities, according to Parle
Products Senior Category
Head Mayank Shah.

"This has brought some

respite to FMCG companies,
whose margins were affected
by high inflation. Since most
companies stagger price hikes
and take them in a phased
manner, we will not see any
further price hike or package
weight reduction which was in
the offing. Despite price hikes
taken by FMCG companies,
the total increase in input cost

was not factored in," Shah told
PTI. While prices of com-
modities have seen a decline in
the last few days, they are still
very high compared to a sim-
ilar period last year, he said.

"Hence at best we will see no
further price hikes. The price
stability will help in the recov-
ery of the market, both urban
and rural since inflation and

price hikes were a major con-
cern," Shah added. Expressing
similar views, Edelweiss
Financial Services Executive
Director Abneesh Roy said
crude oil price is at a one-
month low and packaging cost,
which is a significant raw
material input for all FMCG
companies, is linked to crude
oil prices. When asked about
margin expansions, he said in
"Q2FY23 there will be some

benefit, not major as there is a
lag of 2-3 months given there
will be inventory, forward con-
tracts. So a big expansion will
happen in H2FY23."

"In Q2FY23, in the last
month of September, we
should start to see the benefit
for companies like HUL,
Britannia, Nestle, and GCPL as
they use palm oil. For the rest
of the companies, further crude
oil price correction is impor-
tant as that will benefit pack-
aging cost," Roy added.

Besides, he said the depreci-
ation of the Indian rupee
against the US dollar also
needs to be factored in as
most of the raw material is
imported. Godrej Consumer
Products Ltd (GCPL), the
FMCG arm of Godrej Group,
expects a recovery in con-
sumption and gross margins in
the upcoming quarter.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Maruti Suzuki India (MSI)
plans to protect and enhance its
market share in the non-SUV
space while expanding pres-
ence in the SUV segment,
where it has been lagging
behind the competition, as
part of a twin-pronged strate-
gy to safeguard its position in
the auto sector, as per a senior
company official.

The company currently has
a market share of 67 per cent
in the non-SUV space, its high-
est in two decades, but lacks
muscle in the fast-growing
SUV segment with overall mar-
ket share hovering around 13
per cent. "The objective seems
to be clear, we need to protect

and enhance market share in
the non-SUV segment while
capturing more of SUV
(share)..it is very simple, clear
and quite obvious goal," MSI
Senior Executive Director
(Marketing and Sales)
Shashank Srivastava told PTI in

an interaction. In the SUV
segment, the company plans to
launch new models, while in
the non-SUV space comprising
hatchbacks, sedans and vans, it
aims to bring in new features,
technology and aggressive
design language, he added.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Foreign investors continue to
desert Indian equity markets
and have pulled out over Rs
4,000 crore this month so far
amid steady appreciation of the
dollar and rising interest rates
in the US.

However, the pace of selling
by foreign portfolio investors
(FPIs) has been declining over
the last few weeks.

"With oil prices breaching
the USD 100 a barrel mark,
and refining margins cracking
across markets, hopes for
lower inflation helped
improve market sentiments.
RBI's measure to help stem
the sliding rupee added to the
building bullish momentum,"
said Vijay Singhania,
Chairman at TradeSmart.
Himanshu Srivastava,

Associate Director  Manager
Research, Morning star India,
however, believes that the
decline in the pace of net
withdrawal by FPIs does not
signify a change in trend as
there has not been any signif-
icant improvement in the

underlying drivers. FPIs have
been on selling mode for the
last nine months. FPI inflows
will resume once there are
clear indications of inflation
peaking out, likely to be man-
ifested in global CPI readings
around August-September,

said Hitesh Jain, Lead Analyst
- Institutional Equities, YES
Securities. "If the high infla-
tion narrative takes a back
seat, there will also be a pos-
sibility of central banks turn-
ing soft on the projected rate
hikes, which again will bring
the risk assets back in the
reckoning," he added.

According to data with
depositories, FPIs pulled out
a net amount of Rs 4,096 crore
from the Indian equity mar-
ket during July 1 - 8.

However, for the first time
in several weeks, FPIs bought
equities worth over Rs 2,100
crore on July 6. This comes
following a net withdrawal of
Rs 50,203 crore from equities
in June. This was the highest
net outflow since March 2020,
when they had pulled out Rs
61,973 crore.

PNS n NEW DELHI

In a global first, the Securities and
Exchange Board of India (Sebi) is
planning to issue regular 'risk fac-
tor disclosures' on market trends,
including surges and collapses, to
help investors make right deci-
sions by learning from the regu-
lator's insights, sources said.

The move, which is still in a
preliminary stage of discussion,
can help investors avoid a herd

mentality that has been particu-
larly witnessed during the last
couple of years -- starting with
large-scale selloffs when the pan-
demic hit the world in early
2020, followed soon by a sharp
surge in buying of stocks without
understanding the fundamen-
tals and largely on account of get-
rich-quick stories and then sub-
sequent losses. Particularly of
significance has been the losses
suffered by investors in a large

number of IPOs in the recent past
and in the highly complicated
futures and options segment of
the capital market.

"Though the investors have
seen a fixed pattern play out in
every single cycle -- that is,
everyone rushes to buy shares
when the going is good and then
they indulge in panic-selling
when a crisis strikes. The basics
of capital market investments
are always thrown out of the win-

dow and one key reason for that
is the lack of truly independent
insights," a top official said. The
official further said most of the
research material available in the
market has been prepared by the
market participants who have
their own business interests in
mind and therefore it could be a
great idea if the regulator itself
makes public its insights from
upswings or downtrends in the
market.

PNS n NEW DELHI

A majority of CEOs in a poll
conducted by CII anticipate
improved job creation
prospects in their companies in
the first half of FY23 ending
September, even as expecta-
tions of monetary tightening
are pervasive, the industry
body said on Sunday.

The recent poll was conduct-
ed by CII at its Second National
Council Meeting for FY23,
which saw a participation of
136 CEOs from across the
country.

"Further, GDP growth is
expected to be in the range of
7 per cent to 8 per cent as
revealed by 57 per cent of the
CEOs while only 34 per cent of
them anticipate below 7 per
cent expansion in the econo-
my," said CII.

Besides, about half of the
CEOs (49 per cent) felt that
rural demand would be better
in H1 FY23 as against the

same period last year. The
results reveal that while expec-
tations of monetary tightening
are pervasive, given the sharp
increase in inflation and height-
ened inflation expectations,
overall outlook for H1 (April-
Sept) FY23 looks robust, CII
said.

A major percentage of the
CEOs revealed an upbeat sen-
timent -- as 44 per cent of them
felt that their company's rev-
enue growth would be in the
range of 10 per cent to 20 per
cent during first half of FY23,
followed by another 32 per cent
of the CEOs anticipating a big-
ger jump in revenues, of more
than 20 per cent during the
same period, CII stated.

Moreover, 45 per cent of the
CEOs indicated that their com-
panies' profit growth is likely to
increase more than 10 per cent,
whereas 40 per cent of them
believed that profit growth
may stand slightly lower, up to
10 per cent, during H1 FY23.

PNS n COLOMBO

India on Sunday handed more
than 44,000 metric tonnes of
urea under a credit line extend-
ed to crisis-ridden Sri Lanka, as
part of New Delhi's ongoing
efforts to support the island
nation's farmers and help bolster
bilateral cooperation for food
security, the Indian High
Commission here said.

Indian High Commissioner
to Sri Lanka Gopal Baglay met
Agriculture Minister Mahinda
Amaraweera to inform him
about the arrival of more than
44,000 metric tonnes of urea.

High Commissioner met the
Honourable Agriculture
Minister and informed him
about the arrival of more than
44,000 MT of urea supplied
under a credit line extended by

India to Sri Lanka, the Indian
High Commission said in a
tweet. "High Commissioner
stressed that this latest assistance
by #India symbolises its contin-
ued commitment to support the
people of Sri Lanka, including
#lka's farmers, and bolster the
efforts for food security of the
country's citizens," it added.

Startup funding declines 40 per cent
in April-June: PwC report

NMDC keen to invest in green 
energy capacities: CMD

India hands 44,000 MT of 
urea to crisis-hit Sri Lanka

Maruti Suzuki deploys twin-pronged
strategy to enhance market sharePrices of commodities

have now peaked out
and there has been a
15-20 per cent decline
from peak prices in
most commodities,
according to Parle
Products Senior
Category Head
Mayank Shah

IT stocks to under pressure
amid global headwinds

Sebi mulls making ‘market risk factor disclosures' 
HELPING INVESTORSCEOs expect better job

creation prospects, monetary
tightening in H1 FY23

FMCG makers expect recovery in volume growth

FPIs take out over Rs 4,000 cr from equities in July



C
amilla Cabello doesn't mind being a single senorita.
Ever since her breakup with Shawn Mendes last fall,
the Bam Bam singer says she isn't much concerned

with finding a new boyfriend.
“I don't put a lot of focus on it. I just really want to hang

out with people, I want to make friends, and I've made a lot
of great friends over the past year. If something happens,
then that's really fun, but I don't put any pressure on it,” she
told Cosmopolitan U.K. in a profile published July 7. 

It's a new mindset for the 25-year-old, who admitted she
used to prioritise being in a romantic relationship.

“Before I used to be like, ‘Yes, love, oh my God, love,' and
now I'm just trying to have a good time. I just want to live
my life and have great friendships. If something comes out
of [them] that's something more, then that's great,” she said.

Last month, the former Fifth Harmony member was
spotted sharing a laugh with Lox Club CEO Austin Kevitch
during a night out in Los Angeles. In a photo obtained by E!
News, Camila? was all-smiles as she joined the tech
entrepreneur for an evening walk. In November 2021,
Camilla and Shawn ended their two-year relationship,
vowing to continue to be best friends in a joint Instagram
statement. Five months later, she shared some insight into
their amicable breakup and noted that shifting priorities was
a reason why they decided to part ways. 

Camila explained to Apple Music 1's Zane Lowe, “I guess
my focus is really on, 'How can I be a well-rounded person?'
And I feel like that was that way for both of us. Because we
both started so young too, it's like we're really learning how
to be healthy adults. And that sometimes means not having
your number one focus be your career.”
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Camila Isn’t Putting any 
‘Pressure’ on Herself to Find Love

T
he love birds of BTown, Ranbir Kapoor
and Alia Bhatt are all set to welcome their
first child soon. In a recent interview,

Ranbir had opened up about his excitement
about embracing fatherhood.

The Brahmastra actor stated that he
had always wanted kids. Infact, he and

Alia have been talking about children
ever since they met. 

Sharing about his excitement, he
had stated that he is very happy,
excited, nervous, and terrified at
the same time, but also very grate-
ful. The actor further shared that
he does not want Alia to sacrifice
her dreams after having a baby.

He explained that he and Alia
both grew up in a time when their
fathers were away working and

they were largely raised by their
mothers. The actor went on to say

that Alia is a very busy working star
in this film industry and he doesn't

want her to sacrifice her dreams after
having a child. And therefore, they have

to somewhere plan out a balanced life
where both can enjoy their personal life as

well as their professional life.

Kim Kardashian
made news a couple of weeks

ago for her Met Gala look for which
she had borrowed Marilyn Monroe's icon-

ic Happy Birthday Mr President dress.  In order
to fit into that dress Kim had taken up a special

diet. The Keeping Up With the Kardashians star had
shared some details about her diet, which led her to a

medical condition. While Kim had made an appearance at
the Met Gala, she had instantly become the talk of the town.

The sheer embellished gown which Kim Kardashian had
worn, received a mixed reaction from the audience. It was

revealed that Kim Kardashian went under a rigorous diet to
shed around 16 pounds in a short span of time. Kim even

shared that to even find the dress and get the authorities at the
Ripleys to allow her to wear the dress was a task in itself. She
had first dropped 10 pounds two weeks before the Met Gala

and then dropped another 5 before she could fit into the
dress. Kim revealed that she had changed her diet and
included real meat in it. Kim Kardashian eats a plant-
based diet and had to include meat in her diet for the

Met Gala look. This gave her a frightening medical
condition. Kim told Allure, “psoriasis broke out

over my body and I got psoriatic arthritis so I
couldn’t really move my hands.” She

then cut out the meat again and it
was then that it calmed

down. 

‘I don’t want Alia to sacrifice her dreams’

KIM 
REVEALS 
her Met Gala diet



TEJAL SINHA

ona Mohapatra is one of those artists who
has got a voice and she’s definitely not going
to shut up anymore. She’s known for her cool
and composed persona and her ability to
openly speak her heart out. 

The singer recently released her
documentary, Shut Up Sona. The docu-
mentary shows us the life of a woman
performing artist, who faces the poli-
tics of the music industry as well as
gender. The documentary shows
us the opportunities through the
feminine lens. There was a time
when legendary singers like
Lata Mangeshkar, Asha
Bhosle, and Geeta Dutt,
among many others, influ-
enced not only the industry
but also the country. However,
down the line now, there has
been a steady decline of songs
where women's voices have been
the lone voice.

The movie reflects the singer's
unrelenting fight for equal space and is
directed by Deepti Gupta.

We quickly connect with the singer about
various aspects of her life, the visual rants, and all of
the struggles. But remember, Sona and her music are
much more than all of it, as we get to see in the film.
Excerpts from the interview:

What drives your passion for music?
I have a passion for telling stories and performing to

live audiences. I probably feel most comfortable in my
skin when I’m on stage, and I’ve always had a deep con-
nection to Desi and roots music like Thumri, Dadra,
Folk and Blues. All these factors, along with a need to
share my experiences and to try and bring about a better
world, drive my music. 

Is being an artist in a man’s world making you a target
of trolls?

I don’t think most men are used to dealing with an
assertive woman who speaks their mind. Women have

to walk on eggshells even
in the corporate world.
This is a process of evolu-
tion for both genders, but
it’s slow and painful, so it
can frustrate me from
time to time. Trolls are
those who are denying a
changing world and want
to shut you down for
expressing yourself, so the
worst thing you can do is
succumb to their pressure.
It’s crucial, no matter how
painful, to keep the con-

versation and the good fight going. It’s also the handi-
work of paid bot armies. There are entire ecosystems
built around attacking people who say anything negative
about certain celebs, and it’s nauseating how many celeb
agencies actually use these tactics. It’s a reflection of the
toxic, addictive nature of celebrity and the dumbing
down of the social media space in general. Social
media’s biggest advantage is that it can fuel meaningful,

nuanced conversations.

What are the challenges that inde-
pendent female artists face?

The problem with mainstream
film music is that there are bare-

ly any songs made for women.
Bollywood has lost the female
perspective, so almost 90 per-
cent of the songs made are
for male singers. The
women are merely add-
ons to most hit songs.
This is a disturbing trend
simply because our

industry was the one
that helped bridge the

gap between the genders.
The best of our old Hindi

film songs speak the lan-
guage of romance so evoca-

tively, and there, the men and
women address each other as equals. Now,

it’s all about objectification or obsession,
where some idiotic man is lamenting his
broken heart. 

Why is the documentary titled Shut Up
Sona? What inspired you to make a docu-
mentary on this?

The name, Shut Up Sona, symbolises my
journey as a female artist in India. It’s the
line I’ve heard most often, mostly from
trolls, who keep reminding me that I should
‘know my place and stay there’ or that I
‘shouldn’t talk about things not connected
to music’. Basically, they believe that I
should just ‘shut up’. 

Why do you think society is very comfort-

able with domesticated figures of women and why do
you also refer to Mira’s life in the documentary?

Conservative society does prefer ‘well-behaved’
women, who won’t question misogyny, patriarchy, or
privilege. In this sense, Mirabai was a true rockstar rebel
who used Lord Krishna as a shield against patriarchal
persecution, and yet, her connection with him was so
deeply spiritual and moving. Her music is still part of
mainstream Rajasthani folk music and she’s an inspira-
tion to an artist like me.

What are your thoughts on the recent advertisement
that was banned for promoting rape culture?

People still aren’t sensitised enough to eliminate bad
taste and bad intent. This is one of those occasions
where it looks like a boy’s club gag became a commer-
cial. I’m glad that the uproar was loud enough for them
to be shamed into withdrawing the commercial. 

Meanwhile, on the work front, the singer has got a
bunch of songs lined
up for release this
year.

WOMAN
WWIITTHH AA VVOOIICCEE

Known for her songs
like Ambarsariya, Jiya

Laage naa, Ghar Yaad Aata Hai
Mujhe or her recent song Piya Se
Naina from her recently released

documentary, Sona Mohapatra has made
her mark in the music industry. Her

recently released Shut Up Sona, a national
award-winning documentary, shows a
gutsy female singer's unrelenting fight
for equal space in modern-day India, a

country that is deeply
uncomfortable with her

emancipation.

K. RAMYA SREE

ichelle Poonwalla, who was
given Shiromani Award for
her contribution to the field
of art recently, also unveiled
her digital short film Reserve
at the JMS Foundation

Charity Gala Dinner. 
Her digital film highlights water

scarcity as an impending global cri-
sis and looks to increase aware-
ness about the issue.
Poonawalla's speech at the
House of Lords touched upon
art as a vehicle of change and
how it can encourage collec-
tive action. 

The Shiromani Award
was instituted in 1977 and
has been bestowed on
Mother Teresa, Chief
Marshal Manekshaw, Raj
Kapoor, Sunil Gavaskar,
Sachin Tendulkar, Kapil
Dev, PT Usha, Leander
Paes, Vishwanathan
Anand, The Dalai
Lama, Jaya Bachchan
and Asha Bhosle in the
past. 

In addition to
Poonawalla, this year's
Shiromani Award was
also presented to Shri
Sadhu Bhramvihari,
Lord Rami Ranger, Rita
Hunduja Chhabria, Dr.
Kamel Hothi OBE and
Falguni Shane Peacock.

Michelle’s art was first
discovered a few years ago

in 2016 at the Gateway
School, Mumbai where she

worked closely with special
needs children. She has always

been inclined towards philan-
thropy and is associated with a

number of non-profit organisa-
tions (NGOs) in Mumbai. In fact,

she also collaborated with Kapil Dev
to work on art for the former crick-

eter’s NGO (more on that below).
After we heard that Michelle received

this prestigious award, we quickly got in
touch with the social reformer, who shared

with us, “When I heard that I was receiving The
Shiromani Award, I was delighted. It was such a
wonderful surprise and I am honoured and

humbled that I was chosen to receive an award
that has recognised such great names in the
past.”

Sharing with us some more details about her
digital short film Reserve, she informs, “My
film, Reserve, highlights water scarcity as an
impending global crisis. The aim was to high-
light water shortages and environmental issues
by layering images of dripping taps and leaking
pipes. I used acrylic paints to symbolise water
pollution, a reference to the contamination of
our water reserves all over the world. Reserve
looks to increase awareness and highlight how
simple it would be for all of us to make a change
and take a step towards preserving the most
indispensable commodity on earth.”

She feels art acts as a vehicle of change and
asserts that art is a universal language with a
powerful voice. “I’m conscious my work is used
to spread a positive message. Art is something
that everyone can understand and interpret in

their own way. It can connect various audiences
and make you think about issues - in my case,
environmental issues,” she says.

Michelle is inspired by her environment, her
home, and the people around her. Each of her
works has different inspirations and ideas behind it
but one of the connecting threads is her desire to
create a positive change in the world through art.

When asked made she take up art and speak
for it? She answers, “I’ve always been creative. I've
been painting since I was a child and studied
Interior Design at university. I started working as
a full-time artist several years ago after I took part
in a project with Gateway School of Art working
with a group of Autistic children where we made
a piece of art for their spring-summer show.” 

For the unknown, mainly popular for her
work in the fields of art and philanthropy,
Michelle Poonawalla is a part of the decorated
Poonawalla family. Her grandfather is Jehangir
Vazifdar, who was a visionary as much as an
artist. He exhibited his work alongside his con-

temporaries, such as MF Husain, Francis
Newton Souza, Ram Kumar, Anjolie Ela Menon
and Satish Gujral amongst others. 

Speaking about her family’s influence on her,
she tells us, “I’ve always been interested in art.
My grandfather was also an artist and my family
has always supported me in my career and so
there was no doubt in my mind that this was
my path.”

“I have been painting since I was young, and I
spent a great deal of time with my grandfather
who was an avid painter and renowned archi-
tect. I grew up hearing about his theories on art,
and seeing him sketching on his office desk
daily. My Grandfather had a very special tech-
nique in oil painting with a ruler, which he
shared only with me and it is important for me
to carry on his legacy. He was my mentor and
I’m happy that I was able to get advice from
him,” adds the socialite.

The artist is quite fond of her butterfly series.
She feels butterfly has always been a symbol of
her work and is featured regularly. “To me, they
symbolise many things. It reminds us of the
fragility of life, it shows freedom and gives peo-
ple a feeling of hope through its transformative
nature. I am inspired by the butterfly’s evolu-
tionary journey. All of them go through meta-
morphosis to become one. The creature has a
period when it is in a cocoon and then it man-
ages to come out as a butterfly. What inspired
me was that no matter your background, you
will probably go through some personal meta-
morphosis in your life. It may be challenging but
you need to get through that to blossom into
your true self.”

Her artwork mostly talks about freedom.
Giving her definition of freedom, she says, “To
me, freedom is the ability, to be honest to your-
self and to comfortably accept yourself.”

Some of her recent artworks include The Striped
Tiger, for WWF-Singapore’s Tiger Trail which was
displayed for six weeks in Singapore. It was auc-
tioned off at Sotheby’s to raise vital funds for tiger
conservation in South East Asia. Prior to that, she
made another tiger sculpture when she was invited
by Aditya Thackeray for #Waghoba200 which was
the 200th anniversary of the last tiger that was seen
at Gowalia Tank in Bombay. 

The tiger sculpture was unveiled with young
students in the audience and it was a great ini-
tiative to celebrate the tiger with the future gen-
eration of India and to educate them about
wildlife conservation.

Michelle Poonwalla, who
recently received the

Shiromani Award, unveiled her
digital short film to increase
awareness of water scarcity.

The Pioneer connects with her
who gives us some exclusive

details about the film, her
interest in art, her definition
of freedom and much more

‘Art makes me think about
environmental issues’

or many of us, the mon-
soons may be a welcome
relief from the scintillating
summer sun, but for our
little ones, not everything
about the monsoons is

delightful. We are talking about their
delicate skin. While every weather
change is a battle on its
own for a baby’s skin, the
high humidity on the one
hand and the coolness of
the monsoons on the
other is what most par-
ents worry about. During
the rainy season, the skin
should be kept from
dampness, as damp
skin creates a
favourable envi-
ronment for
microbes and
fungi to
adhere to the
skin result-
ing in an
array of skin
problems
ranging from
irritation and
rashes to ring-
worm.

Dr Jushya
Bhatia Sarin, 

dermatologist

and
hair expert shares tips on how to pro-
tect your baby’s skin in the monsoons.

Massage your baby's skin with good
natural oils such as virgin coconut-
based baby oil. It has multi nutrients
also found in mother‘s milk, providing
essential and safe nourishment to your
baby’s skin. During monsoons, keep

your baby away from dirty
surroundings or from

someone who is sick.
Baby could be prone

to catching infec-
tions during
weather transi-

tions.
With the humidity

and coolness of the
weather fluctuating

every few hours it is
important to layer your

baby appropriately.
Always keep a swaddle
handy to wrap your
child.
With an increase in the

moisture in the atmos-
phere, babies are prone

to diaper rashes.
Prevent this by
changing your
baby’s diaper as
soon as you know
it is soiled, give
them a diaper-
free time where
you can rely on
cotton diapers

to
allow
adequate
aeration.

Virgin
coconut-based
baby oil applied
externally promotes
lipid layer formation
in the skin and pro-
motes levels of microbe-
repelling fatty acids. Its
application helps lay the
foundation for healthy skin.
A healthy lipid barrier pre-
vents external microbes from
entering a baby’s otherwise thin
skin. Avoid synthetic clothing. It

increases sweating and adds to the dis-
comfort a baby has with humid weath-
er.

Trust only cotton clothes for your
baby’s skin. Wash any new piece of
clothing before putting it onto the
baby’s body. Get rid of cotton clothes
that release the dye on washing.

If your baby has eczema-prone skin,
virgin coconut-based baby oil applica-
tion reduces bacterial colonization on
the skin. This prevents eczema flare-
ups.

Keep your babies indoors as
much as possible and use bed nets
with mosquito repellents to pre-
vent vector-borne infections.
Maintaining healthy skin care
habits right from infancy can
have a long-lasting impact on
your child’s health. With
these simple tips, caring for
your baby’s delicate skin
becomes easier and less
intimidating. If your
baby has problematic
skin, it is advisable
to consult your
dermatologist or
paediatrician.

The ultimate guide to nourishing

your baby’s skin through

f

A handful a day
lant-based diets are
gaining popularity for
health reasons and
environmental con-
cerns because they
encompass animal

welfare. However, those who fol-
low such a diet often worry about
getting enough protein, especially
since several types of meat and
dairy products are high in pro-
tein.

Pantry staples such as
lentils, almonds, and
millets are all rich
sources of plant
protein and can be
regularly con-
sumed as part of
a healthy, whole-
some diet.
Almonds, for
instance, are not
only nutrition pow-
erhouses but are ver-
satile in their usage and
add a unique texture to a vari-
ety of dishes, be they sweet or
savoury. Almonds are an excel-
lent source of plant-based protein
and can be consumed in many
ways including almond milk,
almond flour, raw, roasted, and
lightly salted.

Emphasizing the change in eat-
ing patterns and plant-based
lifestyles, Fitness Expert and
Celebrity Master Instructor,
Yasmin Karachiwala said, “As a

fitness instructor, I have people
constantly quizzing me on one
diet or another. Trends come and
go. The key is to eat balanced
meals and to follow a regular
workout routine. I strongly
believe that plant-based diets can
help with weight maintenance.
One excuse I often hear from
clients is that it is difficult to cook
a healthy meal. The best part of
plant-based diets is that you can

eat nuts like almonds
which are a power-

house of a protein,
with no prepara-
tion required.”

Renowned
Indian television
and film actress,
Nisha Ganesh
said, “I eat a pro-

tein-rich diet and
include foods like

eggs, almonds, milk
and dal. Nuts like

almonds are convenient to
carry to sets, especially while
travelling and when you want to
grab a healthy snack. Eating a
handful of almonds keeps me
satiated between meals and keeps
my hunger cravings at bay. I
make sure I include them in my
diet every day as they are known
to be a rich source of protein. For
instance, I enjoy making Rasam
spiked almonds or having them
with dark chocolate.”
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AP n GALLE

Former captain Dinesh Chandimal
hit a gritty century to steer Sri

Lanka to a lead of 67 on Sunday and
push Australia on to the backfoot on
day three of the second Test.

The hosts reached 431 for six at
stumps after the Australian spinners
hit back with late wickets at the Galle
International Stadium.

Chandimal, on 118, and Ramesh
Mendis, on seven, were batting at the
close of play on a pitch which held firm
and witnessed a brief spell of morn-
ing and afternoon rain.

Chandimal's 133-run fifth-wick-
et stand with debutant Kamindu
Mendis, who made 61, remained the
highlight of the day's play as Sri
Lanka surpassed Australia's first
innings total of 364.

"I thought Australia bowled real-

ly well," the Galle-born Kamindu told
reporters.

"Loose balls were rare. Good sup-
port from Chandi. The main idea of
us was to rotate the strike and pick up
singles. Then we started picking up
boundaries."

The 23-year-old all-rounder said,
"The wicket has lot of assistance for
spinners today compared to the first
two days. Our plan is to get a decent
lead and put pressure on Australia."

Chandimal was lucky to survive a
reprieve on 30 when Mitchell Starc had
him caught behind only for the umpire
to deny the call but ultra-edge showed
a spike when the ball passed the bat.

Australia were left frustrated as
they had exhausted their three umpire
reviews and Chandimal went on to tire
out the bowlers.

Spinners Nathan Lyon, Mitchell
Swepson and left-arm quick Starc

worked hard to claim two wickets each.
Chandimal reached his 13th Test

century and second against Australia
as he screamed in delight and raised his
bat to an applauding dressing room.

Leg-spinner Swepson soon struck
to send back the left-handed Kamindu,
who survived a missed stumping on 43,
bowled and Lyon took down wicket-
keeper-batsman Niroshan Dickwella
for five.

But Chandimal and Ramesh, who
was given out caught behind and suc-
cessfully reviewed the call in his favour,
saw the day through.

Earlier another veteran batsman
Angelo Mathews contributed with 52
before falling to Starc's left-arm pace
in the second session.

Australia lead the two-match series
1-0 after a crushing opening win
inside three days at the same venue on
a vicious turner.

AP n LONDON

South Africa's Rilee Rossouw
led the way as Somerset

enjoyed a record-breaking 191-
run win over Derbyshire in an
English T20 Blast quarter-final
on Saturday.

Rossouw top-scored with
93 off just 36 balls as southwest
county Somerset posted a
colossal 265-5 -- the highest
total in English domestic T20
history -- in front of their own
fans at Taunton.

That surpassed the 261-2
the Birmingham Bears, as
Warwickshire are known in
T20 cricket, made against
Nottinghamshire last month.

Derbyshire, faced with a
huge chase, collapsed to 74 all
out inside 12 overs with former
Australia fast bowler Peter
Siddle taking 3-10 for
Somerset.

The 191-run margin of
victory was the highest by
runs in a T20 match in
England.

Former Proteas interna-
tional Rossouw, 32, smashed
seven sixes and eight fours to
become Somerset's most pro-
lific scorer in a T20 season with
600 runs at an average of 50,

with a strike rate of 197.36.
Tom Banton weighed in

with 73 from 41 balls, while
Tom Lammonby struck 31
from nine.

Amid all the blazing hit-
ting, George Scrimshaw,
recently called up to the sec-
ond-string England Lions, took
a hugely creditable 2-16 and it
might have been a different
story had the towering
Derbyshire quick bowled his
four overs straight through
from the start of the innings.

By contrast, Derbyshire
leg-spinner Mattie McKiernan
went for 82 in his four overs,
the most expensive figures in
men's T20 cricket history,
including 36 off one over
which saw Rossouw strike five
sixes and a four -- with the bar-
rage of boundaries only inter-
rupted by a no-ball off the
fourth delivery.

Defeat was tough on a
Derbyshire side who have
made huge strides this season
under Mickey Arthur, their
much-travelled South African
coach.

Victory meant Somerset
joined Yorkshire, Hampshire
and Lancashire in next week's
finals day at Edgbaston.

PTI n NEW DELHI

The government has sent a proposal to
the Board of Control for Cricket in

India (BCCI) to organise a cricket match
on August 22 between India and the rest
of the world as part of celebrations to mark
75 years of India's independence, sources
said.

The sources indicated that the Ministry
of Culture, which sent the proposal, is in
talks with BCCI officials to try and rope
in top Indian players as well as popular
cricketers from abroad to play the match
as part of the Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav
campaign.

BCCI sources said at this point of time,
the proposal is still being discussed as there
are a lot of "operational and logistical ele-
ments" associated with procuring the
services of international players.

"We have received a proposal from the
government to organise a cricket match
between India XI and World XI on August
22. For a rest of the world squad, we would
need at least 13-14 international players
and their availability is something that we
need to check on," a source said.

He added during that time, English
domestic cricket would be underway and
the Caribbean Premier League would also
begin. The BCCI is checking if interna-
tional players would have to be compen-
sated financially for their participation.

As far as services of international
cricketers are concerned, top BCCI offi-
cials will be in Birmingham for the ICC
annual conference (July 22-26), where they
might speak to officials of other boards to
release a few of their players for the match
in India.

Getting top stars of the Indian team
won't be a problem, the sources said.

BCCI sources stated that all Indian
players will be requested and they are like-
ly to join the squad for the match.The
cause of concern at this time is to ensure
that the quality of the World XI team is
top-notch, they said.

As of now, it is unclear whether the
match will have the status of an interna-
tional T20 or a friendly.

While it is yet to be confirmed, the
match, if conducted, is likely to be held at
Delhi's Feroz Shah Kotla ground.

PTI n NOTTINGHAM

D
awid Malan made a sublime 77 off
39 balls as England put India's sec-
ond string attack to sword to fin-

ish with a mammoth 215 for seven in the
third and final T20 International here on
Sunday.

Opting to bat, skipper Jos Buttler (18
off 9 balls) and Jason Roy (27 off 26)
helped England reach 52 for 1 in six
overs. Malan and Liam Livingstone (42
not out off 29) then shared an entertain-
ing 84-run partnership to set the platform
for a massive total.

Having already sealed the series,
India rested their frontline bowlers in
Jasprit Bumrah, in-form Bhuvneshwar
Kumar and Yuzvendra Chahal, besides
star all-rounder Hardik Pandya.

The Indian next gen were taken to
the cleaners by a power-packed England
batting lineup which had disappointed in
the first two games. Ravi Bishnoi's effort
of two for 30 in four overs was the only
silver lining in an otherwise ordinary
bowling performance.

Buttler punished the inexperienced
Umran Malik during his brief stay, col-
lecting two fours and a six off the
Indian's opening over that yielded 17
runs.

Avesh Khan foxed Buttler with a
slower ball that he played on to the
stumps.

After Roy was caught behind off
Malik, Malan changed gears and played
proper cricketing shots that he is known
for.

He comfortably swept the spinners
for maximums and was quick on the pull
and cut against the pacers.

Out of the five sixes, Malan's slog
sweep off Ravindra Jadeja over square leg
and pick up shot over cow corner off a
low full toss from Avesh stood out.

As he often does, Livingstone dealt

in sixes as he hit four of them and along-
side Harry Brook (19 off) and Chris
Jordan (11 off 3) fired England past 200.

Livingstone got a life when he was
dropped by Virat Kohli in the deep.

England amassed as many as 129
runs in the last 10 overs.

Malik leaked the most runs for
India, ending with figures of one for 56
in four overs. 

IF I KEEP PERFORMING…
Delighted to have put up a brilliant

display against India on debut, England

quick Richard Gleeson feels if he keeps
performing he might get a shot at play-
ing the T20 World Cup later this year.

Gleeson dismissed the much-revered
trio of India skipper Rohit Sharma, star
batter Virat Kohli and wicketkeeper
Rishabh Pant with his fifth, seventh and

eighth deliveries in the second T20I,
which the tourists won by 49 runs.

The 34-year-old finished with
impressive figures of 3/15.

"Great to make my debut, but it's all
about winning games of cricket really, at
the end of the day. So it's disappointing

to lose, but on a personal note, great
start," Gleeson said at the post-match
press conference.

With the T20 World Cup around the
corner, Gleeson, who started playing pro-
fessional cricket at 27, hopes he can make
the cut for the marquee event.

"You want to play in the big occa-
sions, don't you? So, yeah, why not? I'll
just look towards the next game and go
from there.

"(England selection) wasn't any-
where near my radar. It was just to play
the highest standard that I could. I just
want to keep playing cricket and enjoy-
ing it, playing for as long as I can. Who
knows? If I keep performing, anything
could happen."

After putting up a 171-run target, the
Indian bowlers, led by Bhuvneshwar
Kumar, bowled beautifully to bundle out
the hosts for 121 and take an unassail-
able 2-0 lead in the three-match series.

"I think maybe they (India) were a lit-
tle bit over-par.

"And then they started well with the
ball. So that's always going to put us on
the back foot, and they bowled well. But
that can be the way T20 cricket goes at
times.

"You play the game hard, so some-
times you come off, sometimes you
don't. It's just you've got to take the rough
with the smooth if you're going to play
that way, and I don't think we'll be tak-
ing a backwards step in the next game."

The right-armer had suffered a
career-threatening stress fracture of the
lower back in 2020. Reflecting on the
injury, Gleeson said "It wasn't me con-
templating retirement. It's something that
would have been forced upon me.

"(The recovery) was a long, slow
process. Unfortunately, because of my
age, it takes a little bit longer to heal from
things like that. But (playing again)
makes it all worthwhile." 

PTI n BIRMINGHAM

World Cup-winning
captain Mahendra

Singh Dhoni was seen
interacting with the
India players after the
team's series-clinching
win in the second T20
International against
England here.

Rohit Sharma's
inspirational leadership
and an aggressive brand
new approach saw India
outclass England by 49
runs in the second
match to seal the rubber
on Saturday.

After the game
Dhoni, who was in
attendance at
Edgbaston, interacted

with the likes of Ishan
Kishan and Yuzvendra
Chahal.

The pictures of the
interaction were
uploaded on Twitter by
the BCCI and wicket-
keeper-batter Rishabh
Pant too posted a photo
of him with the leg-
endary former captain.

"Always all ears
when the great @msd-
honi talks!" the BCCI
tweeted alongside a
photo of the discussion
that took place in the
dressing room.

Dhoni is in the
United Kingdom and
was recently seen enjoy-
ing a match at the
Wimbledon. 

PTI n LONDON

India have "a real powerhouse of
a T20 team" available at their dis-

posal that looks strong from top to
bottom with an equally capable
bench, feels former England spin-
ner Ashley Giles.

India cantered to a 49-run win
in the second T20I against hosts
England, taking an unassailable 2-
0 lead in the three-match series.

"It's a real powerhouse T20
team India have available," Giles
told 'ESPNCricinfo'.

The visitors had won the pre-
vious T20I in similar fashion.
Without the likes of star players
Virat Kohli, Jasprit Bumrah and
Rishabh Pant in the team, India had

notched a 50-run win in the series
opener.

"India look a really strong unit

from the top to the bottom. If you
look at the changes from the first
T20I to this one (second T20I). You
could have easily played that team
and the result would have been sim-
ilar," Giles said.

"You look at that bowling
attack, it was incredibly strong."

In both T20s, India showed a
start-to-finish aggressive intent
despite losing wickets, which ulti-
mately formed the cornerstone of
the wins.

"You got to keep pressuring
bowlers. Some time bowlers can
have their days but no matter how
many wickets you lose you have to
keep going and get as many runs as
you can and this India side is more
the capable of doing that."

AP n LONDON

Harry Tector struck a maiden
one-day international century

as Ireland posted 300-9 in their series
opener against New Zealand on
Sunday.

The 22-year-old converted his
fourth successive half-century at this
level -- and eighth in his last 11 ODI
innings -- to a score of 113 off just 117
balls, including 14 fours and three
sixes.

His latest impressive innings at
this level delighted home fans at the
Malahide ground near Dublin.

Tector came in with Ireland in
trouble at 26-2 in the seventh over
against New Zealand, runners-up in
the last two men's ODI World Cup
finals.

But having played himself in
against testing opening spells from
Black Caps quicks Lockie Ferguson
and Matt Henry during a 71-ball fifty,
he completed a 109-ball hundred in
some style with four successive fours
off seamer Blair Tickner.

The bowler, however, had his
revenge when he dismissed Tector to

leave Ireland 251-6 in the 44th over.
Tector's highest ODI score came

just two weeks after he produced his
best T20 international score — 64 not
out off 33 balls — against an India
attack featuring Bhuvneshwar Kumar
and Yuzvendra Chahal.

On Sunday, he received useful
support from Andy McBrine (39) and
Curtis Campher (43), with George
Dockrell (18) and Simi Singh (30) tak-
ing Ireland to 300 after they lost three
wickets in 11 balls.

Ferguson took 2-44 in a maxi-
mum 10 overs in his first ODI since
March 2020, bowling the experi-
enced Paul Stirling with an inswinger
before having McBrine caught behind.

Ireland were without coach
Heinrich Malan after the South
African tested positive for Covid-19.

MALAN, LIVINGSTONE FIRE ENGLAND TO 215-7

India have a ‘real powerhouse
of a T20 team’ available: Giles

Dhoni interacts with India players at Edgbaston Govt bats for cricket
tie on Aug 22 as part
of I-Day celebrations

Tector takes Ireland to 300-9 against NZ

Ton-up Chandimal puts Sri Lanka ahead in 2nd Test

Tector's highest ODI

score came just two

weeks after he produced

his best T20 international

score — 64 not out off 33

balls — against an India 

Somerset set new records in
191-run T20 rout of Derbyshire
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A
ctor Kamal Haasan has mes-
merised his fans and the audi-
ence with his recently released

Vikram, an action thriller. The film was
a worldwide superhit in the theaters
with an amazing collection.  While the
film is also trending on
Disney+Hotstar in India, as per the lat-
est news, the film will not be available
on US OTT platforms.
Disney+Hotstar said that the US OTT
platform Hulu, doesn’t hold the
USA digital streaming rights
of the film. Now, it remains
to be seen if any other lead-
ing platform has grabbed

the rights of Vikram. If
it happens, then the US
people can get the great
opportunity to wit-
ness the
grandiose.

Akhil starrer
Agent to

release on
August 12

A
ctor Akhil Akkineni is cur-
rently all set for the release of
his upcoming film Agent. The

film is scheduled for its theatrical
release on August 12. 

For the past few days, there have
been several rumours about the
release of the film's teaser and neti-
zens have been eagerly waiting to get
a glimpse of the film. Recently, the
makers of the movie have taken to
social media to clarify that the teas-
er will not be released soon. The team
had also warned that only the offi-
cial Twitter accounts should be
believed for such news.

However,  now the makers have
announced that the teaser will be
dropped on July 15  and the same has
been announced through the video.
In fact, spy movies have universal
appeal and the patriotic elements will
appeal to audiences across all the lan-
guages and different age groups.

“After This Date... Every One
Across Pan India Will Be Looking
For A..GENT ... A WILD ONE Style
is gonna be... Traveled On July 15th,”
announced the makers through the
video.

The high
budget styl-
ish and action
thriller is in
the last leg of
shooting. Akhil
who’s playing an
Agent has under-
gone remarkable
physical transforma-
tion. The stylishly shot
action sequences are going to
be one of the major USPs of the
movie.

Malayalam superstar Mammootty
is essaying a mighty role, wherein
debutante Sakshi Vaidya will be seen
as Akhil’s love interest. Vakkantham
Vamsi has provided story for the
fi lm being produced by
Ramabrahmam Sunkara under AK
Entertainments and Surender 2
Cinema.

Sensational composer Hip Hop
Thamizha scores music, while
Rasool Ellore cranks the camera.
National Award winner Naveen
Nooli is the editor while Avinash
Kolla is the art director.

A
adi Saikumar starrer Tees Maar Khan,
starring Payal Rajput and Sunil in
other pivotal roles, will be heading to

theaters on August 19.
The Kalyanji Gogana directed movie, which also

features Poorna, has got high-voltage action as its
biggest attraction, it would seem. Also featuring Anup
Thakur Singh, Kabir Singh, Arjun Ambati, RJ
Hemanth, and Srikanth Iyengar, the film has music by
Sai Kartheek. The makers sounded confident about the
pre-release buzz in a statement today. The film's
trailer, released recently, has garnered more
than 2 million views.

Bal Reddy is associated with the
project as a cinematograph-

er. Dr Nagam Tirupathi
Reddy has

bankrolled the
film.

H
aarika and Hassine Creations'
SSMB28, headlined by Superstar
Mahesh Babu and directed by

filmmaker Trivikram, is one of
the most-anticipated pro-
jects by movie buffs and
fans alike. The film is set
to go on floors this
August, confirmed
the makers. 

Actress Pooja
Hegde plays the
female lead in the
film bankrolled by
leading producer
S.Radha Krishna

(China Babu).
The pre-production formalities are progressing at a brisk

pace. Trivikram is churning out a script that'll appeal to
audiences across all age groups and tastes. Offering a sneak
peek into SSMB28, the team has released a special glimpse
throwing light on the film's cast and crew. 

The sneak peek, complemented by a stylish score, confirms
that the film will be edited by national award-winning tech-
nician Navin Nooli. The team also comprises art director AS
Prakash, in-form music director Thaman and cinematogra-
pher PS Vinod. The makers have also announced that the film
would be a summer 2023 release. 

Mahesh Babu and Trivikram's earlier collaborations, Athadu
and Khaleja, continue to entertain and amaze audiences even
today and expectations are running high on their third pro-
ject together that's touted to be the wholesome entertainer.
More interesting details about the film and its team will be
unveiled shortly, said producer S Radha Krishna.

Kiran Abbavaram recalls his

romantic character
A

Telugu village boy all of a
sudden started to anticipate the
expense of living in an urban

city because he was coming to
Hyderabad from Rayachoti to become
an actor. The figures must have given
him a shock back then, but now Kiran
Abbavaram is living a diligent life and
a dignified one. The success story of
him transforming into an ace actor,
giving back-to-back hits and adding
Sammathame into his filmography
now, a Telugu urban romance, Kiran
had to give us some really nice anec-
dotes to tell us. He recalled, “It was
the first time ever I was asked to play
a romantic character. Until now, my
films had a pastoral background. It
was becoming monotonous. So now,
after doing some romance on-screen,
I was feeling delightful. There was
some materiality attached to the
story because I am also a rustic-born
guy who came to the urban set-up of
Hyderabad city.”

Going back to his days in
Rayachoti, he recalled, “Even today,
my hamlet has only 50 houses alto-
gether, that's how small my village is.
I am a Telugu-medium student.

Speaking English affluently was a far-
fetched dream for me. The first time
when I met a girl in this city, if she
was speaking for five minutes in
English, I could only understand two
out of five (he laughed hard).
Someone once asked me, ‘Do you
drink?’ and I blanked! Pubs play
orchestral music, and I am a moody
guy. So my character of Krishna is
derived from my own social reality.”

Did they anticipate this success of
Sammathame coming, and how did
it feel? He stated, “Even we felt it was
going to be a plain script, something
we see in our everyday lives as how
few rowdy boys behave. However, the
director selects situations that are
close to reality, weaves them into his
story, and asks men to mature and
accept women for who they are.
When we began, the budget only
allowed us to make it into a rom-com,
but then we realised why not turn it
into a musical entertainer.”

He feels as if Aha Video is his own
platform as all his films are stream-
ing there. Even Sammathame will
stream on aha from July 15. 

The only fear he had before the

release was that all over again pan-
demic wouldn't consume its success
like other films that couldn't do well
in theatres. He wondered what would
happen if consumers turned to OTT
to watch this film knowing it had a
social message rather than a commer-
cial. Moving on to working with his
co-star, Chandini Chowdary, he said,
“Oh boy, she's super active and a lit-
tle tom-boy, I must say. If I was shy
on sets, she was the opposite. There
was not a single day we lagged
behind because of her performance;
she was always up-to-the-mark.”
How could we have forgotten the
director, Mr. Gopinath Reddy, to
which he replied, “No apprehen-
sions at all working with a debutant
director because I am used to giving
myself and them a chance to bring
something new to the table?
Some films do not work,
but some create magic
like Sammathame. I
come from a back-
ground of short films
and have seen them do
wonders in just twenty min-
utes, hooking the audiences. I have

struggled to grab that one gold-
smacking opportunity, so I
understand the debutant
directors' pain. Gopi
became my brother now.
We have a rapport of three
years.”

Because the film's theme
that revolves around consent, we
asked the actor if he had any such
experiences, to which he replied
emphatically, “I remember I was in
Bengaluru. I was infatuated with a
girl. During such moments, it feels
fearful to even shake hands with a girl.
I wasn't a forward guy. And then, I was
seeing other guys coming and hugging
each other very casually, which
made me eerie. That's how cul-
tures differed for me.”

Kiran Abbavaram, who is extremely delighted with the success of Sammathame, speaks to us about
his early days, coming from a Telugu-medium background, acting in a rom-com and more

Director Shankar
assures RC15 to be
ready by the year-end

M
ega star Ram
Charan and direc-
tor Shankar have

been busy shooting for a
project, tentatively titled
RC15. The film has been in
its shooting phase for quite
a long time. 

It is common on the part
of Shankar to take free time
to accomplish a project to
obtain favorable outcomes.
But this time, the director
has reversed his plan to set
the film ready for its theatri-
cal release as soon as pos-
sible. 

He has now assured that
RC15 is being done at a
rapid pace and will get
ready maximum within 3
months, i.e., by October. It
is therefore confirmed that
the film will hit the screens

by the end of this year, after
completing all its post-pro-
duction works and produc-
tion formalities.

Recently, most of its
schedule was wrapped up
by the makers in Amritsar
and some other places. The
film is being funded by the
ace producer Dil Raju
under Sri Venkateswara
Creations with a herculean
budget. The biggest high-
light in the film is the col-
lege-themed special song
done with four hundred
dancers. Ram Charan’s fans
are excited, after the news,
to witness their favorite
on screen for the second
time this year, after RRR.
RC15 has Kiara Advani
who will be playing the
female lead.

Mahesh Babu &
Trivikram film locks
summer 2023 release

Tees Maar Khan to
hit theaters on August 19

W
ith the failure of
his recent film,
Red, actor Ram

Pothineni is all set to make
a strong comeback with his
latest film The Warrior.
The film is directed by
Lingusamy, which is slat-
ed for a worldwide release
on July 14. The film has
Krithi Shetty playing the
female lead.

According to the latest
updates, Ram will be col-
laborating with
Gaddalakonda Ganesh
director Harish Shankar
for his next film. 

In a recent interview
with Pinkvilla, Ram had
said that he is holding
talks with Harish Shankar
but nothing has been con-
firmed yet. He further
added saying that both of
them are planning to work
for a long time and their
film will happen for sure.
According to him, once
the director gets a clarity
about his project with
Pawan Kalyan, then he
will be able to speak about
this film. Harish
a n n o u n c e d
Bhavadheeyudu Bhagat

Singh with Pawan Kalyan
last year. However, the
film is yet to hit the floors.
There is no clarity if it is
going to get started in the
next couple of months.
Therefore, the rumors of
Harish collaborating with
Ram for his next project
are being intensified in
the media. Meanwhile,
Ram also said that he is
also in discussions with
director Gautam Menon as
well. He stated that more
details about it will be
announced, if the project
gets on board.

Ram Pothineni to team up with Harish?

People in US got no chance
to watch Vikram on OTT
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