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Sunday was a day of a double
whammy for the Samajwadi

Party (SP) as its candidates lost
in their bastions — Rampur
and Azamgarh --- to the BJP in
the Lok Sabha by-elections. 

In Azamgarh, the BJP’s
Dinesh Lal Yadav ‘Nirahua’
defeated SP’s Dharmendra
Yadav by 8,679 votes, while
Ghanshyam Singh Lodhi beat
Asim Raza by 42,192 votes in
Rampur. Both seats have been
the SP strongholds for decades.

The Azamgarh seat fell
vacant following the election of
SP chief Akhilesh Yadav to the
State Assembly, while the
Rampur seat was vacated by
Azam Khan.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi hailed the BJP’s victory in
Azamgarh and Rampur on
Twitter terming it “historic”. 

“The bypoll wins in
Azamgarh and Rampur are
historic. It indicates wide-scale
acceptance and support for
the double-engine
Governments at the Centre
and in UP. Grateful to the
people for their support. I
appreciate the efforts of our
party karyakartas,” the PM
tweeted.

The Azamgarh seat saw a
triangular contest between the
BJP’s Dinesh Lal Yadav
‘Nirahua’, SP’s Dharmendra
Yadav and the BSP’s Shah
Alam, also known as Guddu
Jamali.

In Azamgarh, Shah Alam

polled over 2 lakh votes, dent-
ing the prospects of
Dharmendra Yadav. Another
factor for this tight contest
could be the absence of SP chief
Akhilesh Yadav from the cam-
paign.

The two constituencies
went to the polls on June 23
and Azamgarh and Rampur
recorded a 49.43 per cent and
41.39 per cent turnout, respec-
tively. The BSP did not contest
the Rampur bypoll and that

helped the BJP as the Dalit
votes shifted to the saffron
party. NOTA got 4,447 votes.

Azam had won from
Rampur in the Lok Sabha elec-
tion in 2019 when the SP had
an alliance with the BSP and
RLD. In 2014, the BJP’s Nepal
Singh had won the Rampur
seat albeit with a thin margin
of 23,435 votes.

Ghanshyam Singh Lodhi
belongs to the OBC commu-
nity and is a former SP MLC

who had started his political
career with the BJP but later
switched sides. He had con-
tested the Lok Sabha elec-
tions from Rampur as a BSP
candidate in 2009 and fin-
i s h e d
third.  He was elected as a
member of the UP Legislative
Council from the Rampur-
Bareilly local bodies’ con-
stituency in 2016 as an SP
candidate. His term ended in
March earlier this year.
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Amid the heightened polit-
ical turmoil in

Maharashtra, the rebel Shiv
Sena MLAs, led by senior
leader Eknath Shinde
approached the Supreme Court
on Sunday against the dis-
qualification notice issued
against them.

The rebel Legislators, who
have been camping at a luxu-
ry hotel in Assam’s Guwahati,
also challenged the rejection of
the no-confidence motion
against Deputy Speaker
Narahari Zirwal.

Shiv Sena had filed a peti-
tion before the Deputy Speaker
for disqualifying 16 rebel MLAs
after they revolted against the
party and pushed the
Government on the brink of
collapse. The Deputy Speaker’s
office has issued ‘summons’ to
these MLAs, seeking written
replies by the evening of June
27. In their petition filed in the
top court, the rebel leaders have
also challenged the appoint-
ment of Ajay Choudhari as the
Shiv Sena Legislature Party

leader. Sena named Choudhari
to the post after removing
Shinde a day after the latter left
Mumbai with a sizable number
of loyal MLAs, leaving the
Maha Vikas Aghadi
Government teetering.

Amid the intense power
tussle between Shinde and
Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray, one more Minister
left the Sena camp on Sunday
and joined the rebel leaders.
Uday Samant is the ninth

Minister to desert the Uddhav
Thackeray’s team.

Meanwhile, the Sena lead-
ership has hardened its stance
against the rebels and is plan-
ning to take away the portfo-
lios of some of the Ministers in
the rebel camp. According to
reports, Shinde, who heads
the Urban Development
Ministry, Water Supply and
Sanitation Minister Gulabrao
Patil and Agriculture Minister
Dada Bhuse as well as Ministers

of States Sambhuraje Desai
and Abdul Sattar are likely to
lose their portfolios.

The State witnessed large-
scale protests by Shiv Sena
workers against the rebel lead-
ers. In Mumbai, a large num-
ber of party workers, including
women, assembled outside the
office of ‘Saamana’, at
Prabhadevi and took out a
two-wheeler rally raising slo-
gans against Shinde and rebel
MLAs.
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LS bypolls: Double blow for SP as BJP wrests Azamgarh, Rampur seats
PNS     �����  LUCKNOW

Sunday was a day of a double
whammy for the Samajwadi
Party (SP) as its candidates lost
in their bastions — Rampur and
Azamgarh --- to the BJP in the
Lok Sabha by-elections.

In Azamgarh, the BJP’s
Dinesh Lal Yadav ‘Nirahua’ de-
feated SP’s Dharmendra Yadav
by 8,679 votes, while
Ghanshyam Singh Lodhi beat
Asim Raza by 42,192 votes in
Rampur. Both seats have been
the SP strongholds for decades.

The Azamgarh seat fell va-
cant following the election of
SP chief Akhilesh Yadav to the
State Assembly, while the

Rs 1.30-cr brown sugar seized in Khordha; 4 held
Even as Intl Day
on Drug Abuse
observed
SAROJ MISHRA
�����  BHUBANESWAR

Even as the International
Day against Drug Abuse and
Illicit Trafficking was being
observed on Sunday, the Spe-
cial Task Force (STF) of the
Crime Branch in a large drug
haul seized 1.03 kg of brown
sugar following a raid at
Khordha.
The STF arrested four peddlers
in this connection. The mar-
ket value of the narcotics is

said to be around Rs 1.30 crore.
Senior officials said that four
peddlers Rakesh Kumar Barik,
Biranchinarayan Sahoo,
Jagabandhu Biswal and
Santosh Routray have been
arrested in this connection. All
the four accused are residents
of Khordha district.
A case under Section 21(c)/29
of NDPS Act 1985 has been
registered and the accused were
produced in court.
This is the second huge seizure
of the contraband in this
month.
On June 6, the STF had seized
2.058 kg of brown sugar worth
nearly Rs 2.05 crore following

a raid near AIIMS,
Bhubaneswar and arrested three
drug peddlers.
Earlier, brown sugar worth Rs
1.20 crore was also seized fol-
lowing a raid at Baramunda in
Bhubaneswar in May.
In its special drive against ille-
gal narcotics trade from 2020,
the STF has seized more than
55 kg of brown sugar or heroin,
202 gram of cocaine and more
than 111 quintals of ganja and
750 grams of opium. As many
as 156 drug dealers and ped-
dlers have been arrested in sepa-
rate cases registered so far.
Notably, brown sugar is mostly
procured from Murshidabad,

Malda and other areas in West
Bengal and transported to
Odisha through Baleswar dis-
trict.
Though the huge seizures of
contraband and multiple arrests
by the STF  has kept the drug
menace in control to a large
extent in Odisha, the narcotic
supply chain from West Ben-
gal has remained intact due to
the porous borders and lax
checking there by local police.
 So it is not surprising that
these smuggled narcotics are
reaching Bhubaneswar,
Khordha and Puri and other
areas to be peddled on the
streets.

Rampur seat was vacated by
Azam Khan.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi hailed the BJP’s victory
in Azamgarh and Rampur on
Twitter terming it “historic”.

“The bypoll wins in
Azamgarh and Rampur are his-
toric. It indicates wide-scale
acceptance and support for the
double-engine Governments
at the Centre and in UP. Grate-
ful to the people for their sup-
port. I appreciate the efforts of
our party karyakartas,” the PM
tweeted.

The Azamgarh seat saw a tri-
angular contest between the
BJP’s Dinesh Lal Yadav
‘Nirahua’, SP’s Dharmendra
Yadav and the BSP’s Shah

Alam, also known as Guddu
Jamali.

In Azamgarh, Shah Alam
polled over 2 lakh votes,
denting the prospects of
Dharmendra Yadav. Another
factor for this tight contest
could be the absence of SP chief
Akhilesh Yadav from the cam-
paign. The two constituencies
went to the polls on June 23
and Azamgarh and Rampur re-
corded a 49.43 per cent and
41.39 per cent turnout, respec-
tively. The BSP did not contest
the Rampur bypoll and that
helped the BJP as the Dalit votes
shifted to the saffron party.
NOTA got 4,447 votes.

Azam had won from Rampur
in the Lok Sabha election in

2019 when the SP had an alli-
ance with the BSP and RLD.
In 2014, the BJP’s Nepal Singh
had won the Rampur seat al-
beit with a thin margin of
23,435 votes. Ghanshyam
Singh Lodhi belongs to the
OBC community and is a
former SP MLC who had
started his political career with
the BJP but later switched sides.
He had contested the Lok Sabha
elections from Rampur as a BSP
candidate in 2009 and finished

third.  He was elected as a
member of the UP Legislative
Council from the Rampur-
Bareilly local bodies’ constitu-
ency in 2016 as an SP candi-
date. His term ended in March
earlier this year.
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The Union Cabinet with its ap-
proval for the auction of
5Gairwaves, which will be part of
the total 72097.85 MHz of spec-
trum, has taken the first step to-
wards starting high-speed telecom
services including ultra-high-speed
internet. Besides, it has also ap-
proved setting up of captive 5G
networks to be undertaken by big
tech firms. The Cabinet headed by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
took the decision on June 14 for
spectrum auction to commence on
July 26, 2022.

The 5G spectrum will be auc-
tioned in nine frequency bands to
telecom giants like Reliance Jio,
Bharti Airtel, however it has been
quite clearly stated by the Depart-
ment of Telecommunications in
the Notice Inviting Applications/

CONTEMPORARIES

What lies ahead as Cabinet approves 5G-spectrum allocation

bid-related document that big tech
firms for the time being will be al-
lowed to take the 5G spectrum for
their captive non-public network
on lease basis from the telecom
companies.

According to a government press
release, "A total of 72097.85 MHz
of spectrum with a validity period

of 20 years will be put to auction to
be held by the end of July, 2022.
The auction will be held for spec-
trum in various bands (600 MHz,
700 MHz, 800 MHz, 900 MHz,
1800 MHz, 2100 MHz, 2300
MHz), Mid (3300 MHz) and High
(26 GHz) frequency bands."

5G services have huge economic
potential. Recently, thePrime Min-
ister had called for expeditious and
rapid rollout of 5G services and at
the same time had urged the indus-
try and the government to collabo-
rate for the cause as it is estimated
that the 5G serviceswill contribute
to about $450 billion to the Indian
economy in next fifteen years
mainly through job creation and
economic growth. With this, the
Prime Minister seemed quite hope-
ful and also announced that the

country should remain prepared for
the launch of 6G service by the end
of this decade.

Along with the expected rollout
of the 5G services by the end of
this year, it is also important to have
an eye on the possible pitfalls like:
(1) This will require major changes
in the existing infrastructure of the
communication system. (2) The
consumers will be subjected to an
unprecedented financial liability to
upgrade their cell phones to higher
technology enabled cell phones for
effecting the transition from 4G
to 5G. (3) The capital inadequacy
with telcos such as Bharti Airtel and
Vodafone Idea will pose a challenge
to rapid 5G roll out.

There is no doubt about the
telecom industry playing a major
role in the Indian economy, and it

is also expected that the telecom
industry will contribute to about
8% to the Indian GDP in 2022.
Besides, according to industry in-
siders 5G roll out in India can be
considered as the beginning of a
new era and is definitely an exten-
sion of the Prime Minister's Digi-
tal India dream.

In this context, Communication
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw re-
marked, "Moving forward with PM
@narendramodi ji's vision of a Digi-
tal India. Spectrum auction an-
nounced today is an integral part
of developing #BharatKa5G ecosys-
tem."

According to DoT, initially the
5G services will be launched in 13
major cities in India, Ahmedabad,
Bengaluru, Chandigarh, Chennai,
Delhi, Gandhinagar, Gurugram,

S JYOTIRANJAN

Jamnagar, Hyderabad, Pune,
Lucknow, Mumbai, and Kolkata.
Besides, the Government has also
announced that a total of 72GHz
of spectrum will be auctioned
across all frequency bands.

According to the Investment
Information and Credit Rating
Agency of India Limited (ICRA),
there will be a  rise in the debt level
of the telecom sector mainly be-
cause it is expected that the sector
will shell out an estimated Rs.1-1.1
trillion on the 5G auction and on
this many telcos have already ex-
pressed their reservations. ICRA
further said that owing to the re-
laxed payment terms for the auc-
tion, the upfront outgo is likely to
be around Rs 10,000 crore.

Experts opine that the tariff hikes
and upgradation of subscribers will

lead to the expected increase in
Average Revenue Per User (ARPU)
to Rs 170 by the end of FY2023.

Although the base price for spec-
trum remains an issue for the bid-
ders, but 5G spectrum auction will
lead to remarkable progress for the
industry and consumers.  And an-
other important aspect of the auc-
tion, as to why it can be termed as
a, 'good auction' is that the opera-
tors can surrender the spectrum af-
ter 10 years without any liabilities.

(The writer is an Additional Cen-
tral Government Standing Counsel,
Central Administrative Tribunal,
Cuttack and a Distinguished Ad-
junct Professor of Law and Media
Studies, School of Mass Communi-
cation, KIIT University. Views are
personal)

‘Withdraw Agnipath scheme forthwith'

SLBC meetSLBC meetSLBC meetSLBC meetSLBC meet

Priority sector lending reaches over Rs 1L cr

Thanks to humane approachThanks to humane approachThanks to humane approachThanks to humane approachThanks to humane approach

Tribal girl with life-risk cardiac ailment saved at SCB

Silver cladding of Shreemandir doors

In NuapadaIn NuapadaIn NuapadaIn NuapadaIn Nuapada

Explosives stored by Maoists detected

Cong to stage
State-wide
Satyagraha today
SUDARSHAN CHHOTORAY
�����   BHUBANESWAR

The Congress on Sunday
demanded immediate with-
drawal of the Agnipath
scheme as it would spell doom
for career prospects of millions
of youths in the country.

 The party would stage
peaceful Satyagraha on Mon-
day in all Assembly segments
of the country protesting
against the implementation of
the Agnipath-Agniveer
scheme.

Addressing a Press confer-
ence here at Congress Bhavan
along with the PCC president
Sarat Pattanayak, All India

Congress Committee (AICC)
secretary Sachin Sawant said
the BJP-led Government at
the Centre rather than creat-
ing employment for unem-
ployed youth of the country

has started 'contractual ap-
pointment ' policy which
would prove disastrous as these
contract appointments in any
place or departments would
severely affect quality of out-

put and discipline.
He said the Congress party

is not against strengthening
the Indian army or youthful
face of army but how can a six
months' training for a four-

year job appointment would
bring quality and discipline.

Sawant alleged that while
the Modi Government has
brought down defense budget
of the country from 17.8% to
13.2% in the last five years,
how it will strengthen the
country's defence system, if
Agniveer recruitment process
would continue within next
five years. He accused the Modi
Government of unitarily tak-
ing a decision without con-
sulting the opposition parties,
stakeholders and even experts.
So, the retired military offi-
cials, organistaions, defence
and strategic affairs experts
and people at large are oppos-
ing the move, he said.

OPCC media  coordinator
Saatya Prakash Nayak  mod-
erated the Press conference.

PNS     �����   BHUBANESWAR

Even as a debate rages as to
what prompted Ollywood ac-
tor Raimohan Parida to com-
mit suicide, the
Commissionerate police have
launched a probe into the case
both from suicide and murder
angles.

As per reports, the actor was
found hanging at his residence
in the Prachi Vihar area of the
capital city on Friday. Earlier
it was suspected that the actor
ended his life by suicide while
the reason for taking such a
drastic step was yet to be as-
certained.

Meanwhile, police have
questioned Raimohan’s two
daughters, son-in-law, wife and

nephew. Even his driver would
be questioned. Even Parida’s
mobile phone was seized and
sent for analysis.

 Police said that the actual
reason for death can be ascer-
tained after receiving the vis-

cera and postmortem report.
“Prima-facie evidence indi-

cates that it is a suicide, how-
ever, we can’t disclose the fact
of evidence as we have not yet
arrived at any conclusion. We
will investigate every single
detail. Based on the demands
of the family members, we are
probing the case,” said a police
official.

 The police official said even
in the case of death of a com-
mon man probe is carried out
on all angles including the
murder angle as mandated.

 Notably, many fans and
supporters of the actor cannot
believe that he committed sui-
cide because he appeared cheer-
ful and positive before the day
he ended his life.

Raimohan death

Police to probe murder angle also

Brick and Mortar
branches in 200
unbanked GPs by
Mar '23
PNS     �����   BHUBANESWAR

With the Odisha Govern-
ment hardening its stand on
banking sector, banks have not
only extended more credit to
the people, they have offset
the Credit Deposit (CD) Ratio
imbalance. Besides, Odisha has
performed much better than
national average so far as CD
ratio is concerned.

Principal Secretary Finance
Vishal Dev has appreciated the
efforts of the banks and said
that during Financial Year
2021-22, the achievement
under Annual Credit Plan
(ACP) has increased to
93.06% as compared to
88.39% of FY 2020-21. Inter-
estingly, for the first time to-
tal priority sector loan dis-
bursement crossed the land-

mark of Rs 1 lakh crore.
Dev was addressing the

State Level Bankers' Commit-
tee (SLBC) meeting here on
June 23. He said so far achieve-
ment of ACP has gone up to
Rs 1, 03,000 crore during
2021-22, while during 2020-
21, it was Rs 78,000 crore.

The State Government had
harped on more credit facility
for the genuine loanees and
banks have responded in a
positive manner, for which
such a huge jump has been re-
corded in achievement of
ACP, it was told.

Similarly, CD ratio was dis-
mal but after a direction by
Principal Secretary Finance,
the bankers have improved
the CD ratio to a large extent.
CD Ratio during 2020-21 was
56.45%, while in 2021-22, it
has gone up to 72.55%. CD
Ratio at national level is 71%,
which is lower than Odisha.

Since Dev has taken over as
Principal Secretary Finance,
he has been harping on finan-

cial inclusion in an effective
way and the thrust is on
strengthening and streamlin-
ing the banking system.

While the State Govern-
ment is insisting on setting up
brick and mortar branches of
banks, the Finance Depart-
ment is in consultation with
the RBI and NABARD in this
regard. The SLBC has identi-
fied 200 Gram Panchayats
(GPs) based on population
ensuring parity among dis-
tricts to open the brick and
mortar branches on a priority
basis by March 31, 2023.

So far as improving the
Banking Correspondent (BC)
structure is concerned, Dev
harped on deploying more
number of Self Help Group
(SHG) members as BC agents.

Accordingly, more members
of SHGs are allowed as BC
agents in the State and they
are helpful to cater to need of
people in far-flung areas,
where banking service is not
available.

All banks have been asked
to ensure completion of MoU
signing with Mission Shakti
Department for engagement
of WSHG members as BC
agents.

Dev advised that all districts
in Odisha should be included
in the ongoing campaign of
100% digital payment ecosys-
tem.

He advised the Union Bank
of India (Ganjam district) and
Punjab National Bank
(Sambalpur district) to ensure
that their allotted districts
reach the target of 100%
digitisation well ahead of the
deadline.

High level of pendency of
applications at bank level is a
major cause of concern for the
applicants and delay in clear-
ance of the applications was
insisted by the Principal Sec-
retary Finance. While there is
improvement in clearance of
applications, more timely ac-
tion is needed in this regard,
he told.

PNS     �����   PURI

For silver cladding of the
Kalahata gate of Jagannath
Temple here, 500 kg of silver
stored in the District Treasury
was shifted to the Neeladri
Bhakta Niwas under tight se-
curity on Saturday.

The work for construction
of silver cladding plates for the
Kalahata Dwar will be com-
pleted within this month.

So, work inside the temple
or installation of silver clad-
ding on the Kalahata Dwar
woulld be done during the
upcoming Rath Yatra when the
Trinity will be on a nine-day

visit to the Gundicha Temple,
said Temple Administrator
(Development) Ajay Jena.

"The silver cladding of
Kalahata Dwar will be com-
pleted during the Rath Jatra
period as per the wish of Lord
Jagannath," Jena said.

He also informed that silver
cladding of eight doors was
already completed last year. A
devotee had donated silver for
the Surya Mandir, one of the
eight doors.

Earlier on November 26 last
year, the precious metal was

shifted from the strong room
to the treasury house as per the
order of Puri district Collec-
tor. Silver sheets with intricate
designs have been installed on
the gigantic seven wooden
doors, Jay Bijay Dwar, Beheran
Dwar, Satapahach Dwar, West
Bhog Mandap Dwar, Adi
Narasingh Temple Dwar,
Bimala Temple Dwar and
Mahalaxmi Temple Dwar.

Nearly two tonnes of silver
have been used for the clad-
ding work at the Jagannath
Temple. A devotee from
Mumbai has donated around
1,300 kg of silver for the pur-
pose.

PNS     �����   NUAPADA

TThe security forces, who
have stepped up area domi-
nance operation after the
Maoists in an ambush
martyred three CRPF person-
nel, seized a large quantity of
explosives from the Patadhar
forest in Nuapada district on
Sunday

During a search operation
conducted by security person-
nel, four tiffin bombs and
other explosives were recov-
ered near Patadhara forest. All
the explosives were diffused by

the explosive experts, sources
said.

It is suspected that the rebels
had stored the explosives with
an intention to target the se-
curity forces in future.

On Tuesday, the three CRPF
jawans were martyred in the

Maoist ambush at Patadhara
reserve forest under Nuapada's
Boden block. The ultras had
earlier warned against the
newly set up CRPF camp at
Patadhara and had put up ban-
ners and posters in the area.

On Thursday, a Maoist

camp was busted during a joint
operation by a team of secu-
rity forces comprising
Kalahandi police, SOG and
DVF jawans at Labanagada
forest. The ultras had fired
upon security forces using
LMG and other automatic
weapons. But due fierce retali-
ation by the security forces
they were forced to flee from
the spot.

Acting on a creditable in-
put regarding the presence of
the Maoists, the joint opera-
tion was launched by the se-
curity forces in the region.

BIBHUTI PATI     �����   CUTTACK

In an era when humanity is
a rarity, it is the humane ap-
proach of not only an one-off
doctor of the Cardiology De-
partment of Sriram Chandra
Bhanja Medical College
Cuttack, but the entire team
of the department, that has
given a tribal girl a new lease
of life.

There was little hope of sur-
vival for Mita Munda (26)
with a life-threatening cardiac
rheumatism complication.
But, she was fortunate enough
to be led to the  Cardiology
department of SCB. The de-
partment kept her alive despite
all the odds for last seven
years. And finally on June 24,
the good Samaritans of the
Cardiology department con-
ducted a complex open heart
surgery to rid Mita of the life
threatening malaise. And the
cardiologists and their team
have not only saved the life of
an orphan tribal destitute with

no wherewithal, but also have
given hope to Mita and her 5-
year- old daughter.

Mita was brought uncon-
scious to the SCB casualty by
her fellow daily wage earners.
She had fainted while work-
ing for a living in the CDA
area of Cuttack. From the ca-
sualty she was gradually shifted
to the inner wards and finally
referred to the Cardiology
Ward. The doctors there diag-

nosed her with life threaten-
ing cardiac rheumatism com-
plication. Investigation by the
doctors of the department re-
vealed that Mita had been suf-
fering from cardiac rheuma-
tism for last 22 years.

Senior Cardiologist Dr
Nihar Ranjan Parida, after
hearing her plight has been
helping Mita since 2014. Dr
Parida with the help of his
family friend Dr Mira Das and
SunitaPati rehabilitated Mita.
But every few months she used
to come back to the hospital.
But, other than temporary re-
lief, she could not be cured of
her disease, as it needed an
open heart surgery. The con-
dition of her heart was neither
conducive for a surgery, nor
her social situation.

On June 15 this year Mita
was admitted to the ICU of
Cardiology department.  Ev-
ery doctor, nurse and techni-
cian of the Cardiology depart-
ment did their best to treat
Mita. Dr Parida was supervis-

ing the treatment personally
with the direct support of the
Prof Dr SN Rautray. She was
discharged from the hospital
on June 21. The very next day
she had another stroke and
brought to the hospital once
again.

Mita survived only for a
humane approach of SCB Car-
diology and CardioThoracic
Vascular Surgery department.
But even if with the best of
intentions of Dr Parida and
his kind colleagues, treatment
of Mita still has many hurdles.
Though Mita exists in flesh
and bone, her identity is the
main hurdle now. Mita neither
has a voter ID nor an Aadhar
card. She even does not have a
birth certificate of her daugh-
ter. Despite a plethora of health
insurance schemes like
Ayushman Bharat Yojana and
Biju Swasthya Yojana,Biju
Basti ThaithanYojana she could
not be benefited by the much-
publicised heath schemes, as
she did not have any identity.
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INBRIEF
NIST-NSS HOLDS BLOOD DONATION CAMP
Brahmapur: A total of 115
units of blood were collected
in a camp organised at the
NIST and NSS Club. The
camp was inaugurated by
club founder-chairman Dr
Sukant K Mohapatra in the presence of NSS Programme
Officer Prof Siba Prasad Tripathy. The programme was coor-
dinated by NSS Captains Priyanka Pratihari, Gaurav Kumar,
Yavanika and Nikhil Kumar.

BeMC COMMISSIONER"S SURPRISE VISIT TO AAHAAR KENDRA
Brahmapur: Newly-ap-
pointed Berhampur Munici-
pal Corporation (BeMC)
Commissioner J Sonal on
Friday made a surprise visit
to an Aahaar Kendra near
the New Bus-Stand here and
checked the quality of foods served. He also enquired about
the cleanliness and hygiene of the Aahaar Kendra. The Com-
missioner along with the staff members of BeMC had their
lunch at the Aahaar Kendra.

SUPPLIES INSPECTOR GETS 3-YR JAIL IN DA CASE
Brahmapur: The Brahmapur Special Judge, Vigilance has sen-
tenced Prakash Chandra Patra, former Supplies Inspector of
Mohana block in Gajapati district to undergo three years
imprisonment in connection with a disproportionate case.
The court also asked Patra , who at present is the Supply
Inspector of Aska in Ganjam district, to pay a fine of Rs
20,000 and in default to undergo six months more impris-
onment. Earlier, the Vigilance had lodged a case against Patra
on allegations of possessing disproportionate assets of Rs of
7.75 lakh. Later, on completion of the probe, a charge-sheet
was submitted against him for possessing disproportionate
assets to the tune of Rs 3.54 lakh.

PARADIP NEWSPAPER AGENT'S 1ST DEATH ANNIV HELD
Paradip: The first death anniversary of Baishnab Charan
Mohanty, a retired employee of the Paradip Port, former trustee
of the local Jagannath temple and a longtime newspaper agent,
was observed here on Wednesday. The meeting was presided
over by journalist Jagbandhu Swain.

Drive against drugs a 'mess' in K'pada

Intl Conference at NITR

‘Use science to address climate change issue’

Ek Bharath, Sresth Barat

25 from State to join Mumbai event

IPS officer Rath resigns to join politics

Robbery gang busted;
3 held in Bargarh

Birendra Lakra accused
of killing friend

Draupadi's village
now electrified

G'pati school still lacks
drinking water, toilets

In Mayurbhanj

Man hacks elder
bro to death, held

Hinjilicut movie bags award

PNS     �����   BARGARH

The Barpali police have
busted an inter-district rob-
bery gang and arrested three
dacoits. They were identified
as Akshay Mahananda, Gupe
alias Purnachandra Sahu and
Bishwanath Mahananda of
Bandhapali village in the
Barpali police station.

A case has been registered
against them at Barpali police
station under Section 395 IPC.
The other three suspects in the
gang have absconded, police
said.

At a Press meet at Barpali,
Bargarh SDPO Deepak Kumar
Gochayat informed that
Yogeshwar Patel of Guderpalli
village, Melchhamunda police
station, was returning home
from Rampur, Subarnapur dis-

trict at around 7 pm on June
20 when on the way, three
dacoits waylaid him near the
Bandhpalli bridge. They terror-
ized him at knife point and
later fled the scene snatching
his bike and mobile.

The police had registered a
case at Barpali police station
and were investigating the
case.  "On Thursday, Akshay
and Gupe were arrested and
the bike was seized from them.
Bishwanath was arrested on
Friday. Efforts are underway
to arrest the absconders,"
SDPO Gochayat said.

There is a robbery case at
Bijapur police station and three
robbery cases at Rampur po-
lice station against Akshay, a
professional criminal. Barpali
police IIC Rosalyn Patel was
present at the Press meet.

Erroneous audio
clip, not cross-
checked, encour-
aged drug use
RAJESH BEHERA
�����   KENDRAPADA

"Drug Byabahara Manisa
Ku Akala Mrityumukharu
Pherai Aane" (use of drugs
saves one from untimely
death). This was said in a loud
speaker while creating an
awareness rally against drugs
by the Excise Department in
Nikirai College Chowk under
Kuturanga panchayat under
Kendrapada block. As the con-
tent of the message was wrong,
it created bewilderment
among the masses.

The district administration
in collaboration with the Dis-
trict Excise Department on

Saturday observed the Inter-
national Day against Drugs
Abuse and Illegal Trafficking
by organising meetings and
flagging off awareness chari-
ots across the district. But the
officials did not cross check

the content of the message in
an audio clip.

Intellectual masses alleged
that the recorded audio for cre-
ating awareness among the
locals was a faulty one. Instead
of creating awareness to skip

drug, the message rather was
encouraging the people and
college goers to go for drug
addiction. The Exercise Super-
intendent has made the whole
things a mess, they said.

According to Bidhu
Bhushan Mohapatra, a local,
"It is not a small mistake. The
district administration and
Excise Department are very
casual about the awareness
campaign. The senior officials
did not cross check the con-
tent of the message in the au-
dio clip before playing it in
public."

When contacted, Superin-
tendent of Excise, Suban
Kumar Nayak stated it is purely
unfortunate that the audio clip
recorded for creating aware-
ness was an erroneous one.
"We will rectify the audio clip,"
he told.

PNS     �����   ROURKELA

In a sensational develop-
ment, family members of a
youth who died in February
have accused international
hockey player Birendra Lakra
of murdering him.

At a Press conference, they
alleged that Birendra Lakra and
his friend Manjeet Tete were
involved in the murder of 28-
year-old Anand Toppo.

Anand's father received in-
formation on February 28 that
he was found hanging in a
house in the Infocity area of
Bhubaneswar. Anand had got
married a mere ten days ago.

The family members said
that Birendra and Manjeet
were present at the house on
the day of the incident. They
further alleged that they were
not getting help from police
and demanded a CBI investi-
gation into the matter.

Notably, Birendra and
Manjeet were childhood
friends of Anand while the
hockey player was adored by
the deceased's family. In No-
vember last year, Birendra had
visited Anand's house and
raised objection over his activi-
ties asking his father to stop
him from doing it.

Birendra's reaction was yet
to be received.

Though Rs 78L
spent in school
transformation
programme under
5T
PNS     �����   PARALAKHEMUNDI

Though the Cheligada High
School has gone through a
makeover plan under the 5T
transformational programme
of the State Government, the
school is yet to get its basic
amenities.

Inaugurated virtually on
November 29 last year after
the renovation programme,
still minimum amenities like
drinking water, toilets etc have
not been provided.

The cracks in the roofs and
walls of the school speak for
themselves. During rains, the
situation remains horrible. Old
toilets are in a deplorable con-
dition whereas drinking water
situation has not improved .
About Rs 78 lakh has been
spent for the renovation of the
school.

Headmaster K
Venkataramana said that he
had apprised about the matter
to the authorities.

Meanwhile, villagers includ-
ing president of school man-
agement committee
Saudamini Jena, activist Ajit
Sahu among others, have de-
manded an inquiry into the
way money was spent for the
school renovation

PNS     �����   ROURKELA

The Department of Bio-
technology and Medical
Engineering,National Insti-
tute of Technology, Rourkela,
hosted the 3rd International
Conference on Bioprocess for
Sustainable Environment and
Energy (ICBSEE -INDIA
2022) in hybrid mode. Execu-
tive Director of Rourkela Steel
Plant Pramod Kumar
Satapathy was the inaugural
event’s chief guest.

Addressing the ICBSEE
2022 participants, Satpathy
said, “Climate change is the
greatest threat to a sustainable
future; so addressing the issue
with the help of science is an
opportunity. Through ICBSEE
2022, experts from the field

are sharing knowledge and a
common understanding of
the subject. This conference
will indeed help participants to
exchange ideas and discover
novel opportunities for net-
working to broaden their

knowledge.”
Detailing the need for a sus-

tainable environment and
energy, Director, NIT Rourkela
Prof K Umamaheshwar Rao
also encouraged the audience
to promote and practice sus-

tainable living by saving wa-
ter, soil, trees and other natu-
ral resources.

Distinguished lecturers and
experts from USA, Nether-
lands, Sweden, Finland, Ma-
laysia, Egypt, China, Hong

Kong, Oman and Syria etc
participated as keynote speak-
ers and enlightened the par-
ticipants with their expertise
on the subject. A total of 200
research work papers on envi-
ronment, wastewater treat-

ment, health impact of envi-
ronmental pollution,
bioprocess, energy, etc, were
submitted by the participants
at the conference for further
assessment and publication
through the Department of
Biotechnology and Medical
Engineering.

Head, Department of Bio-
technology and Medical En-
gineering Prof Kunal Pal said,
“The platform is providing
young researchers in techno-
logical innovation to interact
with distinguished global per-
sonalities from academic and
industry. So I congratulate
everyone involved in
organising the event.”

The 5-day event will be fol-
lowed by a cultural programme
for participants and students.

Rayagada KV boy
in group
PNS     �����   RAYAGADA

The whole country is cel-
ebrating 75th year of indepen-
dence through "Azadi ki
Amrut Mahotsav". In this con-
text, GOI has initiated "Ek
Bharath, Sresth Barat" to have
cultural exchange among
school going students.

A team of 25 students in-
cluding 14 boys and 11 girls
from Odisha will proceed to

participate in "Ek Bharath,
Sresth Barat" at Mumbai.
And, Anshuman Rath, a
ninth class student of
Kendriya Vidyalaya(KV), is
the only boy from Rayagada
district participating in the
event.

12 students from Khordha,
ten from Cuttack and one each
from Balangir, Baleswar and
Rayagada are the selected ones
who will proceed to Mumbai
led by two education officers
Sasadhara Nayak and Dr Sujata
Mahapatra.

The team will fly from
Bhubaneswar to Mumbai by
Indigo Airlines on June 28
and return back on July 4. For
most of the students, it will
be an air travel for first time
in their lives. "We are ex-
tremely proud of Anshuman
for being selected as lone stu-
dent from south Odisha to get
this opportunity," said Prin-
cipal of KV, Rayagada Durga
Prasad Das.

Anshuman is the son of se-
nior scribe Ranjan Rath from
RK Nagar, Rayagada.

Odisha-born man
to contest poll
from Kashmir
PNS     �����   BHUBANESWAR

Flamboyant Odisha-born
senior IPS officer Basant
Kumar Rath has resigned from
his service to join politics.

The Jammu and Kashmir-
cadre IPS officer has submit-
ted his resignation to the
Jammu and Kashmir Govern-
ment citing his 'enthusiasm in
politics'. He informed about his

resignation on his social me-
dia handles Facebook and Twit-
ter where he termed politics a
'noble profession'.

In his resignation letter, the
2000-batch IPS officer, who
was posted in the rank of an
IGP, has mentioned, "I wish
to resign from the Indian Po-
lice Service in order to be able
to participate in electoral poli-
tics. "Please consider this let-
ter as my request for resigna-
tion/voluntary retirement and
process it accordingly." the let-
ter dated June 25 read.

 Rath had courted contro-
versy for his 'flamboyant' style
of delivering duties as a tough
cop in Jammu and Kashmir.

He was placed under suspen-
sion around two years ago.

The youth icon in Kashmir
is assumed to join the BJP and
contest an election in the
Union Territory after quitting
service from the Jammu and
Kashmir Police.

"If I ever join a political
party, it WILL be BJP. If I ever
contest an election, it WILL
be from Kashmir. If I ever join
politics, it WILL be before
March 6, 2024," he revealed
in a post on social media plat-
forms.

--At National Road Safety Fest
in Puri
PNS     �����   BRAHMAPUR

A film produced at
Hinjilicut has received na-
tional level award at the Na-
tional Road Safety Festival-
2022 recently organised by the
Government of Odisha at
Puri.

According to information
available, the festival featured
about 230 films in six Indian
languages in which known
celebrities like Siddhant

Mohapatra, Kuna Tripathy,
Sabyasachi Mishra, Barsha
Priyadarshini and Manas
Munda were the judges.

Hinjilikatu's Nrityam
Institute's film Amogha was
ranked among the top 40

films screened. The main pur-
pose of the festival was to raise
awareness about road safety.
All the child actors who starred
in the Amogha film were hon-
ored with "National Child Art-
ist Award.

The child artists, namely,
Tanista, Rajiv, Dipti, Shiva and
Amrita impressed the jury with
their acting magic. The film is
directed by Krishna DK and
Gyan Ranjan Mohapatra
starred as a senior actor.

PNS     �����   BARIPADA

A man allegedly hacked
his elder brother to death fol-
lowing a heated argument in
Madhipur village under the
Sadar police station of
Mayurbhanj district late on
Saturday night.

The deceased was identified
as Meghray Saren (45).

 Meghray was a habitual
boozer and often created nui-
sance after returning home
drunk.

As per reports, Meghray

who returned home at night
as usual in an inebriated con-
dition picked up a fight with
his younger brother
Lakhmana.

During the altercation,
Lakhmana lost his cool and
attacked Meghray with a
sharp-edged weapon.

As a result, he sustained
grave injuries and died on the
spot.

On getting the information,
police rushed to the spot, ar-
rested the accused and seized
the weapon used in the crime.

PNS     �����   BHUBANESWAR

The Odisha Government
has provided electricity to
Uparbeda, the ancestral village
of NDA Presidential candidate
Draupadi Murmu in Kusumi
block of Mayurbhanj district,
days after reports regarding the
lack of the basic service in the
locality surfaced on various
social media platforms.

The electrification work was
started by the State Govern-
ment on Saturday. However,
Murmu does not live in the
village now as she had shifted
to Rairangpur decades ago.

Several officials and work-
ers of the Tata Power North
Odisha Distribution Limited
(TPNODL) went to the village
with necessary equipments
and started installing electric
poles and transformers.

The village having a popu-
lation of around 3,500 has two
hamlets. Though the Badasahi
hamlet has electricity, the
Dungursahi hamlet with 14
households was yet to be elec-
trified.

Notably, Murmu's nephew
Biranchi Narayan Tudu lives
in Dungursahi with his wife
and two children.
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Prime  Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday said the

imposition of the Emergency
"took away right to life and per-
sonal liberty" and recalled what
he described as the massive
popular movement against it to
defeat the "dictatorial mindset"
and "re-establish democracy".

Addressing his monthly
radio talk 'Man ki Baat, Modi
also touched on rapid growth
in space start-ups and increas-
ing achievements in the field of
sports."It was the month of
June when an emergency was
imposed. In that, all the rights
were taken away from the cit-
izens of the country,” he said
"One amongst those rights was

the 'Right to Life and Personal
Liberty' provided to all Indians
under Article 21 of the
Constitution. 

At that time an attempt was
made to crush the democracy
of India", said the Prime
Minister. He said as people
fought back, the country's
courts, every Constitutional
institution and the press were
put under control.

"The condition of censor-
ship was such that nothing
could be printed without
approval. I remember when
famous singer Kishore Kumar
refused to applaud the
Government, he was banned.
His entry on the radio was
done away with.

"But even after many
attempts, thousands of arrests,
and atrocities on lakhs of peo-
ple, the faith of the people of
India in democracy did not
shake… not at all! For us, the
people of India, the sanskars of
democracy which we have been

carrying on for centuries; the
democratic spirit which is in
our veins, finally won", he said. 

The people of India got rid
of the emergency and "re-
established democracy in a
democratic way", Modi said. "It
is difficult to find such an
example of defeating a dicta-
torial mindset, a dictatorial
tendency in a democratic way,
in the whole world", said the
Prime Minister.

Turning to progress in the
space sector, Modi said many
big feats related to the space
sector have been accomplished
in our country. 

One of these achievements
of the country, he said,  has
been the "creation of an agency
named In-Space… an agency
that is promoting new oppor-
tunities in the space sector for
the private sector of India." 

This beginning has espe-
cially attracted the youth of our
country, he said."Till a few
years ago, in our country, in the

space sector, no one even
thought about start-ups. Today
their number is more than a
hundred", he said giving an
example of Chennai and
Hyderabad which have two
start-ups – Agnikul and
Skyroot.

"These start-ups are devel-
oping launch vehicles that will
take small payloads into space.
Through this, the cost of Space
Launching is estimated to come
down significantly.  

Similarly, Dhruva Space,
another Start-Up of
Hyderabad, is working on High
Technology Solar Panels for
Satellite Deployer and
Satellites", said Prime Minister.

He also mentioned Tanveer
Ahmed of Digantara, another
space start-up that is trying to
map waste in space.

"I have also given him a
challenge that they should
evolve work technology, which
can solve the problem of waste
in space. Both Digantara and

Dhruva Space are going to
make their first launch from
ISRO's launch vehicle on the
30th of June", he said.

Similarly, Neha, the
founder of Astrome, a space
start-up based in Bangalore, is
also working such flat antennas
which will not only be small,
but their cost will also be very
low. Demand for this technol-
ogy can be, Modi said would be
all over the world. 

Modi said he also met
Tanvi Patel, a school student of
Mehsana, "working on a very
small satellite, which is going to
be launched in space in the
next few months."

The Prime Minister said
like Tanvi, about 750  school
students in the country are
working on 75 such satellites in
the Amrit Mahotsav, and "it is
also a matter of joy that, most
of these students are from
small towns of the country."

Modi turned on to progress
in sports in the country and

mentioned that Country was
holding Chess Olympiad in
Chennai from July  28 with the
participation of 180 countries.

He praised Olympic gold
medalist Neeraj Chopra for
"setting new records of success",
winning the silver at Paavo
Nurmi Games in Finland and
the country the gold in
Kuortane Games.

"In the recently held Khelo
India Youth Games too, our
players set many records. You
would love to know that a total
of 12 records have been broken
in these games - not only that,
11 records have been registered
in the names of female players.
M. Martina Devi of Manipur
has made eight records in
weightlifting", he said. 

Similarly, Sanjana,
Sonakshi and Bhavna have also
made different records."With
their hard work, these players
have proven how much India's
prestige is going to rise in the
international sports arena in

the coming times, he said.
Prime Minister specifical-

ly praised sportspersons who
made big though coming from
low economic backgrounds
and small towns.

Modi praised woman
cricketer Mithali Raj who
retired from the game recent-
ly. The successful efforts relat-
ed to ‘waste to wealth’ was what
Modi spoke about next in his
radio talk.

"One such example is that
of Aizwal, the capital of
Mizoram. There is a beautiful
river 'Chitte Lui' in Aizwal,  its
banks were full of plastic and
polythene waste.

"The organization working
to save the river, decided to
build a road using this poly-
thene, that is, the waste that
came out of the river. "From
that, in a village in Mizoram,
the state's first plastic road
was built… that is cleanliness
and development as well", he
said.
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Definite progress has been
made in ongoing deliber-

ations for the theaterisation
plan and the Indian Air Force
(IAF) remains fully committed
to the tri-services integration
for enhancing comprehensive
national combat power, Air
Chief Marshal VR Chaudhari
said on Sunday.

In an interview to PTI, the
Chief of Air Staff said the IAF
is hopeful that the final struc-
tures, as and when they come
out, would be potent, robust
and capable of tackling the exis-
tent and future threats.

"The process of theaterisa-
tion of the Indian Armed forces
is at a deliberation stage. There
are a few issues which are
being discussed and definite
progress has been made in
this aspect," he said.

As per the plan, each of the
theatre commands will have
units of the Army, the Navy
and the Air Force and all of
them will work as a single enti-

ty looking after security chal-
lenges in a specified geo-
graphical territory under an
operational commander.

At present, the Army, Navy
and the Air Force have separate
commands.  Initially, a plan was
firmed up for the creation of an
Air Defence Command and
Maritime Theatre Command.

"While the deliberations
are ongoing, we are hopeful
that the final structures, as
and when formed, would be
potent, robust and capable of
tackling the existent and future
threats," the Chief of Air Staff
said. "Therefore, the joint struc-
tures that we may form shall be
specific 

to our environment, ade-
quately deliberated and war-
gamed to clearly annunciate
tasks and roles of each service,"
he said.Air Chief Marshal
Chaudhari said the three ser-
vices are on the "same page"
when it comes to these broad
aspects of formulation of joint
structures. "The IAF remains
fully committed to integration

that brings about transforma-
tion and enhancement of the
comprehensive national com-
bat power," he said.

"We are sanguine
that the armed forces will meet
the aspirations of the nation
and arrive at a model that is
most effective and is future
ready," the IAF Chief added.

He said the IAF is
committed to joint operational
planning based on principles of
achieving enhanced combat
power and efficiency in oper-
ations of armed forces.

The Chief of Air
Staff was asked about the per-
ception that the IAF is not very
keen on the theaterisation ini-
tiative. The theatre commands
are being planned to integrate
the capabilities of the three ser-
vices and to ensure optimal
utilisation of their resources.

The Department of
Military Affairs headed by
India's first Chief of Defence
Staff Gen Bipin Rawat last year
had asked all the three services
to carry out independent stud-

ies on the theaterisation plan
for its rollout.The delibera-
tions on the theaterisation plan
slowed down a bit following the
death of Gen Rawat in a heli-
copter crash in December last.

"My vision for the IAF is to
build on the strong foundations
of our service and make it fur-
ther effective and ever ready to
protect the the sovereignty of
our nation," the IAF chief said,
in replying to a separate ques-
tion.

"We aim to achieve this
through enhancement of entire
spectrum of our operational
capabilities, induction of mod-
ern technology and by ensur-
ing better serviceability and
availability of our assets," he
said. Air Chief Marshal
Chaudhari said the coming
years would demand more 
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Congress on Sunday termed
"baseless" the BJP's allega-

tions that AICC president Sonia
Gandhi was behind activist
Teesta Setalvad's campaign
against then Gujarat chief min-
ister Narendra Modi over the
2002 riots in the state, and said
the charges were "in direct
contempt of " the Supreme
Court's ruling.

The opposition party's
reaction came a day after BJP
spokesperson Sambit Patra
alleged at a press conference
that Congress-led UPA gov-
ernment, especially its educa-
tion ministry, had given Rs 1.4
crore to an NGO run by
Setalvad, and this money was
used to run a campaign against

Modi and also to "defame"
India. "She (Setalvad) was not
alone. Who was the driving
force? Sonia Gandhi and the
Congress party," he had said.
Reacting to remarks, Congress
spokesperson Abhishek Manu
Singhvi said on Twitter, "The
charge by BJP spokespersons
that Teesta Setalvad acted at the
behest of Congress President
Smt. Sonia Gandhi is wholly
bogus and baseless."

"The Congress party con-
demns these allegations most
forcefully. These allegations are
in direct contempt of Supreme
Court's judgment," Singhvi said.
In its order on Friday, the
Supreme Court dismissed a
petition challenging clean chit
given by Special Investigation
Team (SIT) to Modi and others
in 2002 post-Godhra riots.
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Stepping up its attack on
Government over the

'Agnipath' scheme, the
Congress on Sunday said Modi
Government is playing with the
future of the youth by bringing
in the new military recruitment
plan.The party asked
Government to withdraw this
"Tughlaqi" decision.

Twenty senior Congress
leaders, including former
Union Ministers and
spokespersons, addressed press
conferences titled 'Agnipath
ki Baat: Yuwaon se
Vishwasghaat' in as many cities
and demanded the withdraw-
al of the scheme, citing risk to
national security and discon-
tent among the youth.

The party said it will also
hold a nationwide protest in
every assembly constituency
against this "anti-youth and
anti-national" scheme "bull-
dozed through without dis-
cussion". Addressing a press
conference in the national

Capital, Congress spokesperson
Shakti sinh Gohil said the
Congress is standing with the
youth and this "Tughlaqi deci-
sion" should be withdrawn
immediately. “At a time when
China has entered our bor-
ders... this ('Agnipath' scheme)
is like playing with national
security," Gohil said.

"I demand from the prime
minister that 'Agnipath' be
withdrawn and all those min-
isters or BJP spokespersons
who say that the 'Agnipath'
scheme is good, they should get
their sons and daughters
recruited under the 'Agnipath'
scheme," he said. 

Gohil also demanded an
apology from Prime Minister
Narendra Modi over BJP leader
Kailash Vijayvargiya's remarks
apparently suggesting that he
will give priority to 'Agniveers'
for security jobs at his party
office. "The leader who said
that Agniveers will be
employed in BJP offices as
guards should be sacked by the
prime minister and the PM

must apologise," Gohil said.
Addressing a press confer-

ence at the PCC headquarters
in Jaipur, Congress Rajya Sabha
MP from Haryana Deepender
Singh Hooda also attacked the
Centre over the 'Agnipath'
scheme and called the govern-
ment a "copycat" for importing
ideas from foreign nations to
draft policies.

"The Government has
adopted the attitude of a
'Nakalchi Bandar (copycat)'
but this is Hindustan.
Sometimes it gives the example
of America in the context of
agriculture laws and at other
times talks about Israel in ref-
erence to military service," he
said.

Several parts of the coun-
try witnessed protests after the
announcement of the
'Agnipath' scheme on June 14.
Others who address the Press
conferences were at Shimla by
Alok Sharma; Dehradun -
Manvendra Singh; Chandigarh
- Ranjeet Ranjan, MP; Jaipur -
Deepender Singh Hooda, MP;

Ahmedabad: Alka Lamba;
Mumbai - Supriya Shrinate;
Bengaluru, former HRD
Minister MM. Pallam Raju;
Chennai - Gaurav Gogoi, MP;
Hyderabad - Naseer Hussain,
MP. 

The Congress has demand-
ed a rollback of the scheme.
Earlier a seven-member
Congress delegation led by
Leader of Opposition (LoP)
and including two Chief
Ministers met President Ram
Nath Kovind and submitted a
memorandum with two
demands in connection with
the army recruitment scheme
'Agnipath' and police action
during Congress' protest. 
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Senior Opposition leaders,
including Sharad Pawar,

Sharad Yadav and others, are
likely to accompany their
Presidential candidate
Yashwant Sinha when he files
his nomination on Monday.
The NDA’s nominee Draupadi
Murmu filed her nominations
last week.

Besides Pawar, represen-
tatives from other political
parties such as also TMC, SP,
RJD, Congress and others are
likely to join Sinha. 

On Sunday, Sinha said the
July 18 Presidential election is
much more than a personal
contest and is a step towards
resisting the authoritarian

streak of the Government.
Sinha said he was not in any
'dharma sankat' over not get-
ting the support of his son,
Jayant Sinha, a BJP MP.  " He
follows his 'Raj Dharma', I will
follow my 'Rashtra Dharma',"
he said.

Sinha has promised to
raise his voice for farmers,
workers, unemployed youth,
women and all marginalised
sections of society if he wins the
election. 

In a letter to Opposition
parties Sinha thanked them for
choosing him unanimously as
their common presidential can-
didate and assured them that he
will conscientiously uphold,
without fear or favour, the
basic values and guiding ideals
of the Constitution.
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Young women with co-mor-
bidities like chronic kidney

disease (CKD), diabetes, and
hypertension had a higher risk
of death due to Covid-19 than
males during the first phase of
the Covid-19 pandemic in
India, according to a study by
a team of researchers from
Delhi-based Sir Ganga Ram
Hospital.

The study highlights how
co-morbidities like diabetes
and hypertension weaken the
immune system, making it
incapable to fight the virus. It
was conducted on 2,586 Covid-
19  patients who were admit-
ted to the hospital from April
8 to October 4, 2020. 

The patients were divided
into two categories: those aged
between 18-59 years; and those
above 60 years of age. The team
observed the association of
diabetes, hypertension or high
blood pressure, and CKD on
the prognosis and mortality of
Covid infected hospitalised

patients. The conditions have
been, from the beginning of the
pandemic, associated with the
progression of Covid disease to
the severity and higher mor-
tality risk. These have also
been linked with prolonging
the recovery period.

The findings, published in
the journal Molecular and
Cellular Biochemistry, showed
that patients with CKD were
the most prone to severity as
well as mortality, followed by
high blood pressure and dia-

betes. Compared to the elder-
ly patients with these comor-
bidities, the severity of Covid
infection, as well as mortality,
was found to be much higher
in younger patients. Many
studies have reported males to
be at higher risk of infection
than females.

In this study, although the
number of Covid admitted
male patients (69.6 percent)
was more than twice the num-
ber of females (30.4 percent),
the risk of severity of infection
and mortality was found to be
higher amongst the females.

This is even after having
the same comorbid conditions,
except for the hypertensive
patients, the researchers said.

According to Dr Rashmi
Rana, author and consultant,
Department of Research at the
hospital, “our study also found
that females were relatively at
higher risk of mortality as
compared to males having
same comorbid conditions
except for hypertension
patients.”

Our study showed the risk

of the severity of Covid-19
infection in younger patients
with underlying comorbidities
were found to be relatively at
higher risk of severity of disease
as well as mortality compared
to elderly patients with similar
underlying conditions, added
Dr Vivek Ranjan, co-author,
and Chairperson at the hospi-
tal's Department of Blood
Transfusion. 

Out of the 2,586 patients,
779 (30.1 percent) needed ICU
admission, whereas 1,807 (69.9
percent) did not require it.
About 2,269 (87.7 percent)
recovered, while 317 (12.3 per-
cent) patients died. 

"On comparing the impact
of multiple comorbidities with
the severity of Covid-19 infec-
tion, it was found that the pres-
ence of comorbidity poses a
greater risk of ICU admission. 

As the number of comor-
bidities increases, the risk of
severity of Covid19 infection
also increases significantly,"
said Dr D.S. Rana, co-author
and Chairperson, Department
of Renal Sciences. 
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Amid an ongoing clean-up
exercise to identify unrec-

ognized parties involved in
corrupt practices, the Election
Commission has made a
renewed push to get powers to
de-register political parties.

The election law provides
the poll panel power to regis-
ter an association of people as
a political party but does not
give it the authority to de-reg-
ister.  

At a recent interaction with
the Union Legislative Secretary,
Chief Election Commissioner
Rajiv Kumar is learned to have
pushed for this power to with-
draw the registration of polit-
ical parties.  

The poll panel had been
writing to the government to
grant it power under the
Representation of the People
Act to de-register a political
party on certain grounds. The

poll panel believes that many
political parties get registered
but never contest elections.
Such parties exist only on
paper. The possibility of form-
ing political parties with an eye
on availing the benefit of
income tax exemption also
cannot be ruled out, the
Election Commission (EC)
feels. 

A senior official said the
Commission which has the
power to register political par-
ties is also empowered to de-
register in appropriate cases. He
said adequate safeguards can be
put in place while giving EC
this authority.

Under the constitution, the
Election Commission is
required to function indepen-
dently and ensure free and
fair elections.  An inquiry into
non-compliance with the con-
ditions for the grant of regis-
tration might involve the
Commission in matters of a
political nature and could mean

monitoring by the Commission
of the political activities, pro-
grammes and ideologies of
political parties. This, EC feels,
is perhaps the reason why it has
not been given the power to
cancel the registration of a
political party. 

The poll body had recent-
ly deleted from its register a
total of 198 registered unrecog-
nised political parties from its
register as they were found to
be “non-existent” during a ver-
ification exercise aimed at

cleaning up the system. In a
recent statement, the poll panel
had said that a reference has
also been sent to the
Department of Revenue for
necessary legal and criminal
actions against three such par-
ties involved in serious finan-
cial impropriety. 

There are nearly 2,800 reg-
istered unrecognised political
parties in India. Besides, eight
parties are recognised as
national parties and over 50 as
recognised state parties. 
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After three decades of inten-
sive research aiming to

help better management of
Kala Azar, scientists at Banaras
Hindu University (BHU) have
identified Amphiregulin — a
biomarker — that helps in
identifying asymptomatic
patients suffering from the dis-
ease, also called Visceral leish-
maniasis (VL).

VL is fatal and can cause
death. It can also cause severe
bleeding, infection, and facial
disfigurement. People living
in India, Ethiopia, Brazil,
Sudan, and Bangladesh are
vulnerable to it. India has
missed deadlines thrice to
eliminate this neglected
Tropical Disease.

According to BHU scien-
tist, Dr. Rajeev Kumar, the
research team carried out a
transcriptomic study on blood

samples collected from three
groups of persons (asympto-
matic Kala Azar patients, Kala-
Azar patients, and healthy indi-
viduals) living in the area of
influence of Kala Azar, and
identified Amphiregulin — a
biomarker — that helps in
identifying asymptomatic indi-
viduals.

Amphiregulin not only
inhibits inflammation and tis-
sue damage but can also help
in differentiating individuals
with active disease. According
to Dr Siddhartha Shankar,
Senior Research Fellow, who
led the study under the guid-
ance of Prof. Shyam Sundar,
Distinguished Professor,
Department of Medicine,
Institute of Medical Sciences
(IMS)-BHU, and Dr. Rajeev
Kumar, CEMS, IMS-BHU,
symptoms includes irregular
fever, weight loss, enlargement
of the spleen and liver, and ane-
mia. The disease spreads easi-
ly as it remains asymptomatic

in the early stage, and detect-
ing it has so far been costly and
very complex. 

However, the new research
will make it much easier.This
internationally acclaimed
research by Indian scientists
has been published in the lat-
est issue of ‘Clinical and
Translational Immunology’
research journal.

In India, Kala Azar is trans-
mitted to humans by the bite of
an infected ‘Phlebotomus
argentipes’ sandfly. The size of
these sandflies are a quarter of
that of an average mosquito.
Their body length is from 1.5
mm to 3.5 mm. Most cases
occur in Brazil, East Africa and
India. An estimated 50,000 to
90,000 new cases are reported
annually worldwide, of which
only 25 to 45 per cent are
reported to the WHO. 

“Asymptomatic individuals
do not show any symptoms of
the disease but carry the para-
site in their body which can

help in the spread of Kala
Azar.  Therefore this research
is a very interesting discovery
in the field of Kala Azar
research, especially in light of
the eradication programme of
the government. 

BHU scientists feel that
the study could be globally
acceptable and is reliable and
cost-effective. Prof. Shyam
Sundar, the country’s leading
scientist who has been working
in the field of Kala Azar
research for the last three
decades, said, “We are taking
forward our research work
keeping in mind the Kala Azar
eradication programme of the
government, and this discovery
is a big step in that direction.”

Adult sandflies are hairy,
with straight wings that are
small and large in proportion.
It takes birth from an egg and
the larva grows into an adult
through the stage of the pupa.
This entire cycle takes about a
month.
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The flood situation in Assam
continued to remain critical

on Sunday as the toll touched 121
with more than 25 lakh people
still reeling under the deluge,
although water level has started
receding from some areas.

Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma, during the day, vis-
ited Silchar in Cachar district,
which is among the worst-affect-
ed areas, and assessed the dam-
age caused by flood waters in the
Barak valley city. 

According to latest updates
by Assam State Disaster
Management Authority
(ASDMA), over 25 lakh people
are still facing difficulties in 27
flood-hit districts of the state,
comprising 79 revenue circles and
2,894 villages.As many as 2.33
lakh have taken shelter in 637
relief camps of the northeastern
state, which had been battling
floods and landslides for the
past two weeks.

Relief materials were being
distributed to affected popula-

tions that haven't put up at  the
shelter camps through 259 dis-
tribution centres or points that
have been opened temporarily,
the ASDMA bulletin said.

NDRF had been helping the
district administration in safe
evacuation of people from affect-
ed areas apart from the state
forces like SDRF, Fire &
Emergency Services, the police

and ASDMA volunteers. So far,
67,237 people have been moved
to safety by the various agencies,
the bulletin said. Four more per-
sons died on Saturday in the
floods in different parts of Assam,
raising this year's toll in the state
due to flood and landslides to
121. Fresh landslides were report-
ed from Kamrup Metropolitan
district, the ASDMA said. During

the last 24 hours, the state expe-
rienced an average rainfall of 7
mm.Since March 1, the state
recorded 1,891.90 mm rainfall.

As per Central Water
Commission bulletin, Kopili river
at Dharamtul in Nagaon, the
Barak at BP Ghat in Karimganj
and AP Ghat in Cachar, and its
tributary Kushiyara at Karimganj
town are above danger levels. 
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Hours after the Tripura by-
election results the Left

Front and Congress on Sunday
attacked the Trinamool
Congress for working as the
real “vote katua” party that was
working with the purpose of
helping the BJP.

Showing how the people of
Tripura had rejected the TMC
by relegating it to the fourth
position in all the four
Assembly constituencies where
Assembly by election results
were declared on Sunday,
senior CPI(M) leader Sujan
Chakrabarty said “the election
results only show the real
acceptability of the TMC in
Tripura and the real intention
of their leaders in going to that
State with all the camera focus
behind them … they are the
real vote cutters.”

While in all the four seats
both the CPI(M) and the TMC
ended winning no seats, the
Left managed to retain the
second place in two seats

whereas the TMC was pushed
to the fourth slot in all the four
seats.

Another State committee
leader said “it is quite clear why
the BJP was continuously tar-
geting the TMC … this is
because they wanted to shift the
focus on that party as the real
challenger so as to cut the
opposition votes … TMC will
make no presence in Tripura in
the next year’s Assembly elec-
tions… they are the appointed
agents of the BJP to spoil the
opposition unity … as they did
in Goa so they are doing in
Tripura … till a few weeks ago
their biggest leaders like
Abhishek Banerjee was coming
to Tripura … he has fulfilled his
goal … now the BJP
Government will not send ED,
CBI to their houses for a few
weeks.” Saying that in by-elec-
tions people generally vote in
fear in States like Tripura,
CPI(M)’s Rabin Deb said “a
change is inevitable in that State
and the BJP Government is
bound to go in 2023.” 

The TMC leadership
promptly hit back to the Left
attack saying LF was a spent
force and that they existed
only on sign boards. “We
accept that we are on the fourth
spot … but which child grows
into a strongman soon after
birth … We have started our
journey and will win Tripura
… But Tripura has rejected the
Left and will never bring them
back,” said senior party leader
JP Mullick.

Meanwhile, stray violence
marked the Sunday’s Bengal
civic by-elections and Siliguri
sub-divisional board polls with
about 78 percent voters exer-
cising their franchise.

While about 78 percent
voters cast their votes in
Siliguri, 69% and 72% of vot-
ers voted in South and North
Dum Dum. At Bhatpara the
constituency of BJP-turned-
TMC MP Arjun Singh 74 per-
cent voters cast their votes
amid complaints of massive
rigging. At Jhalada in Purulia
district and Panihati in North

24 Parganas 80 percent and 56
percent voters exercised their
franchise respectively.

In Siliguri Sub-divisional
board elections about 78 per-
cent voters cast their votes
amid reports of violence near
Phansidawa, Motabari and
Naxalbari Assembly areas.

While State Election
Commissioner Sourav Das said
that the polls were nearly
peaceful with about reports of
some disturbance coming from
5-6 places only the Left and the
BJP complained there was ram-
pant rigging in these areas.

“It is undeclared
Emergency going on in Bengal
… let alone the voters, here no
candidate is safe … the
Sunday’s violence has clearly
shown that,” State BJP president
Sukanto Majumdar said. TMC
MP Sukhendu Shekhar Roy
however said that there was no
violence adding “the losers will
have to show some excuse for
their defeat … this is the same
excuse they are putting forward
for the people.”
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After serving the Police
department for over 22

long years, Basant Rath, a 50
year old 'flamboyant' suspend-
ed IPS officer of 2000 batch,
Sunday announced his decision
to 'permanently' hang his uni-
form before taking a plunge in
the electoral politics of
Kashmir.

He is often seen in 'black
dress' and seldom wore uni-
form after locking horns with
his superior officers.

Rath, who remained very
active on his twitter timeline
and posted 'cryptic' messages
which triggered debates and
invited wrath of netizens, once
again chose the platform where
he shared his wish list to resign
from the Indian Police service. 

He wrote, 'Politics is a
noble profession' while upload-
ing a signed copy of his resig-
nation letter. “I wish to resign
from the Indian Police Service
in order to be able to partici-
pate in electoral politics.
“Please consider this letter as
my request for resignation/

voluntary retirement and
process it accordingly … ,”

The letter, dated June 25,
2022, was addressed to the
Chief Secretary, Union
Territory of Jammu and
Kashmir and was also marked
to The Director General of
Police, J&K and he
Commandant General Home
Guard and SDRF.

Hours before uploading
his resignation letter, Rath had
dropped clear hints claiming he
wanted to join electoral politics.
“If I ever join a political party,
it will be BJP. If I ever contest
an election, it will be from
Kashmir. If I ever join politics,
it will be before March 6, 2024.

Rath attracted attention of
the local media and neti-
zens,especially from Kashmir
valley during his stint as IG,
Traffic in Jammu and Kashmir.
He was also running a book
club and distributed books,free
of cost to the needy students
and aspirants studying for the
Union Public Service exami-
nation.   In July 2020,the
Ministry of Home Affairs  had
placed him under suspension

in connection with repeated
instances of gross misconduct
and misbehaviour.

Earlier, in the last week of
June 2020, Rath had filed a
written complaint, in his per-
sonal capacity and not as a
policeman, against Jammu and
Kashmir police Chief, Dilbagh
Singh, stating that Singh poses
a threat to his safety and rep-
utation.

While serving the depart-
ment he adopted 'unorthodox'
means  and also invited public
wrath while he went around
kicking motorbikes parked on
the roadside. In March 2020,
the government had taken seri-
ous note of another act of
indiscipline when he forcibly
shifted kashmiri students,
stranded at a quarantine cen-
tre in Jammu, to a nearby
hotel in his official vehicle.

In November 2018, he was
shunted out of the traffic
department shortly after a spat
with the then Mayor of
Srinagar Municipal
Corporation, Junaid Azim
Mattu on a social media plat-
form.
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Samajwadi Party president
Akhilesh Yadav and senior

party leader Azam Khan
alleged large-scale rigging and
use of unfair means in the
Azamgarh and Rampur
bypolls. Khan demanded that
the elections be conducted
under the watchful eye of a
global body such as the
International Court of Justice
for a free and fair democratic
process.

Former CM Akhilesh
Yadav alleged that the BJP won
with deceit. “The Samajwadi
Party contested the elections in
Rampur and Azamgarh with
full strength and the elec-
torate in both the constituen-
cies were favourably inclined
towards the party. However,

nothing worked as the voters
were intimidated and pre-
vented from casting their
votes. A large number of SP
workers and polling agents
were illegally detained at
police stations,” Yadav alleged.

Yadav said that at a polling
booth in Rampur with 900
Muslim votes, only six votes
were cast while at another
booth with 500 Muslim votes,
only one vote was cast. 

“This is a mockery of elec-
tions and democracy. By no
stretch of imagination this
can be termed as an election
where the democracy has been
mutilated and voters shown
contempt,” the SP chief
alleged.

Questioning the celebra-
tion of victory in Rampur and
Azamgarh  by Chief Minister

Yogi Adityanath, the SP chief
said: “The electorate of
Rampur and Azamgarh are at
their wits’ end over the cele-
bration of victory by  the BJP
and its rank and file. People of

UP will give a befitting lesson
to the arrogance of the BJP in
the 2024 Lok Sabha elections.”

The SP chief alleged that
the BJP’s double-engine gov-
ernment has ruined millions

of poor people who are staring
at a bleak future.  He also
alleged that the development
process  in the state has come
to a grinding halt since the BJP
came to power in 2017.

Meanwhile, Azam Khan
claimed that the SP had not
lost but won by a margin of
over 2.5 lakh votes. Addressing
a meeting of party workers at
the district office after the
results were announced on
Sunday, Khan alleged rigging
in the election and said the
state machinery was misused
and voters were prevented
from exercising their fran-
chise. “Let there be free and
fair elections; if we lose, I will
quit electoral politics forever.
We are happy in our defeat and
I know that the BJP is not
happy with its victory as it has
not been achieved by fair
means. The SP was also in
power and conducted the elec-
tions but never indulged in
such vendetta against our
political rivals,” the SP leader

said.
“Let the record of the pre-

vious Lok Sabha and assembly
elections be examined. As per
the voting patterns and the
support base of the Samajwadi
Party and votes used to be
polled by it will show that we
have won the elections by at
least 2.5 lakh votes.  We lost as
the supporters of the SP were
prevented from casting their
votes. The voters were assault-
ed, intimidated and unlawful-
ly detained in police stations
on the day of polling,” Khan
said.

Targeting the media, he
said the fourth estate failed to
discharge its duty. He also
trained his guns at the police
and said the cops responsible
for maintaining law and order
have been targeting the people

of Rampur with specific reli-
gious identity for the last
many years. “I am very disap-
pointed by the conduct of the
police as we are made to feel
like foreigners in our own
home land. After partition of
India in 1947, a miniscule
population went to Pakistan
while a huge number of peo-
ple stayed back,” Khan said.

“The way polls were con-
ducted in Rampur and
Azamgarh was not an election
but a mockery of democracy.
Only one community was tar-
geted and detained in police
stations. 

Local people in Rampur
and Azamgarh were targeted
by the police on the basis of
their religious identity and
were framed in false cases,”
Khan alleged.
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Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath’s

helicopter had to make an
emergency landing at the
police lines in Varanasi just a
few minutes after take-off on
Sunday. 

After his two-day visit to
Varanasi, Yogi was leaving for
Sultanpur to pay tributes to
former MLA Surya Bhan Singh
but the helicopter had to make
an emergency landing follow-

ing a bird hit. 
According to Divisional

Commissioner Deepak
Agrawal, the chopper was hit
by a bird and the pilot, in a bid
to avoid any problem, decided
to make the emergency land-
ing in Varanasi. District
Magistrate Kaushal Raj Sharma
said the CM and other staff
were safe and they left for
Lucknow from a state plane. 

After the incident, the
CM’s proposed visit to
Sultanpur was postponed and

he returned to the circuit
house before leaving for the Lal
Bahadur Shastri International
Airport in Babatpur. There he
waited for some time for the
state plane to arrive. Around 11
am, the CM left for Lucknow.

Earlier, the local ministers,
public representatives and
other officers made emergency
arrangements at the police
lines and the CM was provid-
ed a security cover first on his
way to the circuit house and
then to the airport.
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In a sensational incident, a
farmer was shot dead by

unidentified assailants in
Muzaffarnagar late on
Saturday night. On being
informed, the kin of the
deceased and local villagers
reached the spot and blocked
the Meerut-Shamli road by
placing the body there. They
demanded the arrest of the
killers. The police also reached
the place and assured the pro-
testers that the accused would
be arrested soon. The pro-
testers lifted the blockade
after which the body was sent
for autopsy.

Reports said that 43-year-
old farmer Satendra alias
Pappu, who was a resident of
village Fugana under Fugana
police station area of
Muzaffarnagar, had gone to
the field late on Saturday
night. When Satendra did not
return home, his family mem-
bers went out to search for
him. In the meantime, they
were informed that Satendra

had been shot dead. 
SP (Rural) Atul Kumar

Srivastava pacified the pro-
testers by assuring them that
the accused would be arrest-
ed soon. The police registered
a case on the complaint of
Satendra’s family and took
two people into custody.

Satendra’s elder brother
said he got information about
the incident and by the time
he reached the scene, Satendra
had already succumbed.

According to the SP, the
family members suspected
that Satendra might have been
killed over enmity with some
local villagers.

Meanwhile, a boy was
fatally knocked down by a
truck near Bairauna village of
Khukhundu police station
area in Deoria on Saturday
evening.

Irate over the incident, the
villagers set fire to the truck.
The villagers then created a
ruckus, placing the body on
the road. There was also a
scuffle between the police
and villagers. 
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Hailing the Bharatiya Janata
Party’s bypoll victory in

Rampur and Azamgarh Lok
Sabha constituencies, consid-
ered to be the stronghold of
the Samajwadi Party, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath said
on Sunday that the public has
given a clear message to ‘pari-
varvadis’, casteist and com-
munal elements. 

Congratulating the BJP
candidates and workers, Yogi
said, “The victory in the
bypolls has determined the
optimistic fate of the 2024 gen-
eral elections. People have
shown their trust in the dou-
ble-engine government under
the leadership of PM Modi.
Good governance and public
welfare policies have over-
thrown corruption, hooligan-

ism and terrorism.” 
“The victory of BJP can-

didate Ghanshayam Singh
Lodhi in Rampur and that of
Dinesh Lal Yadav ‘Nirahua’ in
Azamgarh has affirmed BJP’s
positive and development-ori-
ented approach which ensures
the uplift of every section of
the society without any dis-
crimination,” Yogi said. 

“The win testifies the good
governance of the Bharatiya
Janata Party and the tireless
efforts as well as hard work of
dedicated party workers have
produced incredible results in
such challenging places. I
express my deepest gratitude
to the people of Rampur and
Azamgarh for believing in the
BJP,” he added.

Highlighting the success of
the BJP in winning public
support, Yogi said, “After the

thumping victory in assembly
elections, the BJP won massive
seats in the UP Legislative
Council elections, and now the
party has fared exceptionally
well  in Azamgarh and
Rampur. Double engine has
fetched double win.” 

“The BJP will continue to

work under PM Modi’s able
leadership on the path of
‘Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas,
Sabka Prayas aur Sabka
Vishwas’. 

This is the reason people
have rejected negative forces
with destructive and dynastic
approach,” he added.
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Sir — This refers to the editorial, ‘First
among equals’ (June 23) wherein it was
logically elaborated that the BJP has
been playing its game beautifully, and
reaping rich dividends. By nominating
Droupadi Murmu for the post of the new
President of India, the NDA has given a
gift to all tribals, besides redeeming the
tribal vote bank towards the alliance. Her
nomination by the ruling NDA will tilt the
political equations in its favour. Murmu
has risen from the grassroots political
level. She had attained a remarkable
position as a teacher, Nagar Panchayat rep-
resentative and ministerial position in the
Odisha Cabinet.

She has completed the tenure as the
Governor in Jharkhand without any con-
troversy, which shows that she has a lot
of experience of working in a high con-
stitutional post. The NDA will get an
opportunity to strengthen its penetration
in tribal States like Jharkhand and
Chhattisgarh. Opposing Murmu’s candi-
dature will prove to be politically harm-
ful for the Opposition parties. Another
special thing is that in the presidential elec-
tion, neither the NDA nor UPA will be in
a position to issue a whip to their MLAs
and MPs since the election is done by
secret ballot.

Yugal Kishore Sharma | Faridabad
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Sir — Through your columns, I wish to
draw attention towards the topic of air pol-
lution and its fatal effects. In today’s world,
almost everything around us is contam-
inated and so is the air that we breathe.
Air pollution is becoming a matter of great
concern each passing day. Every living
being needs fresh air to remain healthy.
Breathing in polluted air can lead to fatal
diseases like asthma and cancer, which in
turn can lead to death. With the increas-
ing number of cars and factories, the world
is becoming a tougher place to live in. Our
environment thrives upon balance.

To curb the air pollution, more trees

should have been planted. Instead, we can
see deforestation all around us. People
seem to carelessly do things that are mak-
ing the environment more polluted. They
need to take steps that will reduce the
effects of air pollution, like using solar
panels, replacing fossil fuels and by using
electricity and petroleum efficiently. I hope
that my small but sincere effort will help
spread awareness among people about the
fatal effects of air pollution and how dan-
gerous it can be for the lives of those
inhabiting this planet.

Divyansha Sharma | Ujjain
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Sir — As India’s head coach Rahul Dravid
has rightly said, Dinesh Karthik hasn’t just
knocked on the door of Indian cricket, but
banged it hard and made a spectacular
comeback into the national side after a gap
of three years, riding on his stellar perfor-
mance in the IPL this year. The Tamil
Nadu wicket-keeping batter last played in
Indian colours in the forgettable 2019

World Cup semifinals against New
Zealand. Picked up by Royal Challengers
Bangalore and donning a new persona,
‘Dinesh Karthik 2.0’, the seasoned middle-
order batter, took up the role of a finish-
er to perfection, which became one of the
biggest talking points in the cash-rich
tournament.

Since making his Test debut way back
in 2004 against Australia, Dinesh Karthik
has made several comebacks to the
Indian team but the latest one is undoubt-
edly the most inspiring of all and is noth-
ing less than a fairytale. His 27-ball 55
against South Africa in the Rajkot match,
which was his first half-century in T20s,
further underscores his value as a ‘finish-
er.’ Ahead of the 2022 T-20 World Cup to
be held in Australia in October-
November, Dinesh Karthik will be the
cynosure of all eyes.

Ranganathan Sivakumar | Chennai
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in this war.” Foreign Secretary
Vinay Kwatra also said that
India has always maintained
that “there should be cessa-
tion of hostilities in Ukraine
and the path to resolution
goes through diplomacy and
dialogue”.  India is likely to
toe this line during the G7
Summit. But, behind closed
doors, the G7 intends to
raise the pressure on India.

So far, one has to admit
that India has maintained its
‘neutrality’ on the Ukraine
war with success. The Quad,
a grouping of the US, Japan,
India and Australia which
initially seemed to be tested
by the Ukraine crisis with
three members vocally cri-
tiquing Russia and India
being the lone neutral voice,
seems to have reconciled to
the in-house differences.
Challenges in the Indo-
Pacific are a common cause
for Quad and even as the
Ukraine war presents a new
challenge, reality stares hard
in the shape of China. All
four need one another to
counter the dragon’s ever-
expanding global footprint.
Also, for India, China is
another worrisome factor
that explains its stand on
Russia. In the regional
dynamics, Russia’s embrace
of China is worrisome and a

closer relationship between
Russia and Pakistan even
more so. After the Ukraine
war, the world has seen a
change in the shape of its
alliances and a closer Russia-
China axis is there for all to
see. It doesn’t make the world
comfortable but it worries
India even more, with a
boundary dispute, and the
Chinese looking for yet
another excuse to expand
territorially.

The G7 consists of
Canada, France, Germany,
Italy, Japan, the United
Kingdom and the US (the
European Union is not a
member of the G7 but
attends the Summit). It is an
informal grouping of the
world’s richest nations and
hence the most powerful,
too. Russia had joined the G7
in 1998 making it G8 then,
but following the annexation
of Crimea in 2014, Russia
was shown the door.
Interestingly, China, despite
the size of its economy and
the global influence it asserts,
has been kept out of the
grouping. So looking at the
G7 in an unbiased fashion, it’s
quite apparent that it is a
grouping of rich and power-
ful western nations that has
zero representation from
Africa and the Middle East.

It also helps explain and
understand the contradic-
tions not just in the global
order but also the response to
the Ukraine war.

India is not part of the G7
or the western world. But
with an economy that is
growing and a strategic place
in the Indo-Pacific, it today
cannot be kept out. India is
also one of the few countries
that have shown the occa-
sional spine to the western
nations that still seem to
view the world from a very
narrow post-World War II
perspective. The upcoming
G7 Summit will test India not
only in how it puts forward
its unique global perspective
but also check whether India
is ready to push back deli-
cately and demand that the
world see situations and cri-
sis from a non-western view-
point. That, at the end of the
day, is the hallmark of a
global leader. 

(The author, a Delhi-
based journalist and foreign
affairs analyst, holds a
Masters in International
Relations from the American
University in Washington
DC. In 2009, her book
‘Piercing the Heart: Untold
Stories of 26/11’, was pub-
lished. The views expressed
are personal.)
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The upcoming G7 Summit
in Germany will see glob-
al leaders get together to

discuss several issues. The one
that will dominate the deliber-
ations is likely the Ukraine
invasion, sanctions on Russia
and how the world, the western
world, should deal with defiant
Russian President Vladimir
Putin. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will be there, as India,
Indonesia, South Africa and
Senegal have been invited as
special guests. According to a
report in Bloomberg, Germany
was in two minds as to whether
to extend the invitation to India;
the reservation being that India
has not condemned Russia for
its invasion and also abstained
from the United Nations
Resolutions censuring Russia.
But pragmatism won the day
and India was extended the
invitation. But it remains quite
clear that in the luxury resort
of Schloss Elmau in the
Bavarian Alps, where the
Summit will take place, the
western nations will make
efforts to convince India to
change its stance on Russia.

For India and Modi, it will
present a delicate diplomatic
challenge. Of course, India
today wants to be a part of the
global leadership but it has no
intentions of breaking ties with
old and tested allies, Russia
being the best example. The
problem also is that not only has
India not condemned Russian
actions in Ukraine, it continues
to buy oil at discounted rates
from it and is also working out
an alternative payment system
to keep this going. The United
States and Europe, who have
been leading the charge against
Russia, have expressed their
frustrations but, of late, the
approach has been more
nuanced in public with the
western world trying to show
an understanding of India’s
position.

Indications are clear that
while India will stick to its
stand, so will the western world.
Earlier this year, while visiting
Germany, Modi called on both
Russia and Ukraine to end the
fighting, saying: “We believe that
no party can emerge victorious
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There was a rare moment
of grace in Israeli politics
last Monday, as Prime

Minister Naftali Bennett and
Foreign Minister Yair Lapid
announced they would dissolve
their extraordinary coalition
and pitched Israel into its fifth
election in three and a half years.

The coalition was extraor-
dinary because it included such
a broad spectrum of political
conviction in Israel, from
Rightwing pro-settler parties
like Bennett’s Yamina to Centre-
Left Yesh Atid (Lapid’s Party)
and even, for the first time ever,
an Islamic party, the United
Arab List.

The moment of grace was
the loyalty and even friendship
shown by Bennett and Lapid,
political and ideological oppo-
nents who rose above the bitter
divisions of a fragmented Israeli

political scene characterised by
defections and betrayals.

They did not blame each
other for the coalition’s collapse.
They treated each other with
respect. Bennett even kept his
word to share the top job in
rotation with Lapid, who will
become prime minister of the
transitional government for the
months between now and the
next election, probably in late
October.

“They are political rivals
who were wise enough to cre-
ate a rare partnership, almost
utopian by Israeli political stan-
dards. They began nicely and
ended even better. We were as
dreamers—is this Israel, or
Denmark?” wrote Haaretz jour-
nalist Yossi Verter. But these two
men apart, it’s Israel. Definitely
Israel.

The eight-party coalition

had one unifying principle: to
stop ‘Bibi’ (Binyamin
Netanyahu, prime minister for
most of the past 25 years) from
coming back to power yet again.
It could only work by concen-
trating on social issues (where
there was some agreement)
while preserving the status quo
on ‘security’, settler violence
and Palestinian rights.

Even so, the attempt to
hold such a spectacularly
diverse coalition together was
ultimately sunk by the defec-
tions of members who felt
morally compromised by work-
ing with people of such radical-
ly different views. It only had 62
Members of the Knesset out of
120 to start with, and just three
MKs quitting, one at a time,
destroyed its parliamentary
majority.

So will Netanyahu be back

in power again after October?
He’s still on trial for breach of
trust, accepting bribes, and
fraud, but the coalition didn’t get
around to banning people on
trial for felonies from becoming
prime minister, so it’s certainly
possible.

That was why Netanyahu
strove so hard to bring the
coalition down, getting the

opposition to vote against every
single coalition measure. The
Knesset and the country are so
evenly balanced that any reshuf-
fle of the deck is another chance
to win.

Netanyahu even got his
allies in the Knesset to vote
against another five-year exten-
sion of the regulation that places
Jewish settlers in the West Bank
under Israeli civil law, not the
military law that controls life for
Arabs in the occupied territo-
ries.

That normally goes through
automatically, without debate,
but Netanyahu’s Likud Party
and its allies voted against it
despite the fact they are pro-set-
tler parties. Bibi knew that the
four Arab members of the coali-
tion government couldn’t bring
themselves to vote for the set-
tlers having special rights, so the

measure failed and the coalition
fell.

Actually, everything politi-
cal in Israel is ultimately about
the settlers and the occupation
now, and the country is split
down the middle with almost
surgical precision. That’s why it
was so hard to make an anti-Bibi
coalition, but it’s just as hard to
form a pro-Bibi one.

Few people realised that this
was the future they were creat-
ing when Israel won the 1967
war and conquered substantial
Arab-populated territories in
the West Bank, the Gaza Strip
and the Golan Heights.

Between the 1948 war,
when most Arabs fled or were
driven from what then became
Israel, and the Six-Day War of
1967, about 85 per cent of
Israel’s population was Jewish.
After Israel’s victory in that

war, about half the population
on the land now controlled by
Israel was Arab and either
Muslim or Christian.

That is still the case today,
although the Gaza Strip has
been turned into an open-air
prison that is technically not in
Israel. So unless you are plan-
ning to give the occupied terri-
tories back, you can have a
democratic Israel where half the
population is Arab, or a Jewish
Israel where half the population
has no political rights.

That’s the choice that
divides and paralyses the coun-
try, and there’s no decision on
the horizon. Bibi is the stan-
dard-holder for all those Israeli
Jews who favour a bigger coun-
try but one where most
Palestinian Arabs are not citi-
zens, and he may be back in
power by the end of the year.
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The author’s new book is
The Shortest History of War
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�-&�#$	0,�1 To understand a certain concept
better, we expect that a paragraph
about it will help us better than a
single sentence. Likewise, we say

that to achieve greater skill development,
our practice sessions need to be longer.
Thus, when we accord something more
time, we hope to have given it that much
more attention.

Generally, in our minds the expression
‘a day or two’ suggests a quite short dura-
tion. ‘Day’ is such a familiar word, and so
casually used that we rarely reflect on it.
It is an important unit of time. If an indi-
vidual celebrates his or her birthday,
shouldn't a nation celebrate Independence
Month rather than only a day?

Many kinds of organisations played a
role in our gaining Independence; they
were quite different from each other, and
unique in what they did. You have heard
it said that we should also render proper
respect to many movements and sacrifices
across the country. An Independence
Month, organised as themed weeks, or
even as distinct days to recognise and
highlight various aspects of self-gover-
nance would also spread greater political
awareness among the people.

There are of course programmes on
the day of official and ceremonial signif-
icance, but in practical terms,
Independence has meant our own curren-
cy without colonial insignia, that our
houses of legislature are sovereign, our
own Chiefs of the Armed Forces, our own
Election Commission, and various Indian
Councils for research, our Central
Universities, and national corporations in
the Energy and other sectors. Showcasing
each of them and celebrating their
progress is something that can be done in
greater detail than through only a few
tableaux over three hours in a single day.
It can be a richer, longer, more informa-
tive experience through an Independence
Month.

The opportunity to organise a num-
ber of exhibitions on progress will not only
inform our citizens about the energy sec-
tor, the telecom and ITES sector, the space
sector and so on; it will also help the youth.

Now, for argument’s sake, someone
could say that a much larger country in
terms of area and with about twice our
number of states is, after all, observed on
one day with a lot of fireworks and
parades. Their struggle for Independence,
while admirable for many things, was
quite different. It was concentrated in a
few battle arenas, and basically under one
command. Their nation itself grew in ter-
ritory over the mainland over several
decades, and largely drew upon the pro-
gressive political ethos of Western Europe
as its main source.

While we thus appreciate the US’s par-
ticular history, it is plain to see that our
own liberation from the colonial yoke has
been a different kind of process. Given our
geography and ancient heritage, our
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(The author is a 
creative director, 

advertising faculty, and
an amateur 

epistemologist. The views
expressed are personal)

Constitutional spirit includes ele-
ments from Western and indige-
nous frameworks as we had an
equally illustrious and forward-
looking team of authors as were
the Founding Fathers of the US.

In fact, the project to draft the
Constitution is itself an undertak-
ing about which more information
can be shared. From inception,
there has been a strong inclusivist
orientation in the Republic of
India. Cabinets at national and
state levels have sought to have
members from under-represented
or marginalised communities, or
from places far away from eco-
nomic and political hubs.

On the contrary, it is much
rarer to find Native Americans
among Secretaries or in the House
of Representatives. Representation
for them was initiated only in
1924, and it took till 1965 for them
to even properly participate as vot-
ers across most States. Given our
own greater diversity and many
regional and district cultures,
India is more representational in
its political culture from the begin-
ning.

Much more remains to be
done, yet the Constitution adopt-
ed within three years of
Independence got us off to a fly-
ing start. There is in it a plural-
ism and coexistence of doc-
trines—there are some curbs on
exploiting fellow humans for
profit even while incentivising
industrial growth. The mixed
economy approach of having
some utilities undertaken and
operated by the State, a broadly
welfarist outlook, a planning
model suited to the developmen-
tal needs of a Third World coun-
try (typical for most recently
decolonialised)—all parts of a

unique ‘middle path’ policy, in
itself a marvel. There was advo-
cacy of a scientific temper and
promotion of modern education
for all. In an ethos where both
consumerism and spirituality
have been pursued parallelly!

The generation of leaders and
experts who determined and
agreed upon such a choice was a
generation that could boast of
knowledge and practical experi-
ence. While no set of principles
may be such that a further adap-
tation cannot be considered at all,
what we’ve had already so far is
not narrow, and any fault is actu-
ally about weak implementation.

A month, therefore, would
not only be a celebration, it would
be a thanksgiving, a reaffirmation
and a renewal of our commitment
to our fair polity. With the pass-
ing years, we won’t have people
any more who had known how
things were, prior to 1947. The
domination by the European, the
severely limited participation in
governance in those times, the
inadequate infrastructure across
sectors, will all be long forgotten.
Our present rights and freedoms
had been dreamt of for decades
before they were ushered in 75
years ago.

The very theme of
Independence can lead us to
reflect, as families and citizens, on
how it can be practically main-
tained. There’s an important
aspect of economic freedom,
which Gandhiji had underlined.

In the US, a lot of ordinary
people are groaning under the
yoke of steep debt—for housing,
healthcare and education. A small
part of it is due to heedless use of
credit cards, but much of it has to
do with the lack of a sense of soci-

ety, and with the adoption of a
view of people as customers first,
and only then as humans. Student
debt, and steep cost of universi-
ty education are formidable bar-
riers to opportunity and social
mobility. It helps to remember
something here that is often for-
gotten.

Rather than being accorded
our freedom, we have to realise
that we are born free, and as
Rousseau famously said, the
chains get forged only subse-
quently.

For India, decolonisation halt-
ed the robbery of our natural
resources by an imperial power. It
brought us into the modern era of
representative government, and
put us on the path of inclusive
development. It shook off past
shackles and at the same time,
launched visions of a prosperous
and progressive future for all
strata in our society. The Directive
Principles, as enshrined in the
Constitution, undertake to uplift
large numbers living in various
kinds of deprivation, whose cir-
cumstances in recent generations
had offered little or no scope.

This is a socioeconomic gap
that a positive governmental
agenda can bridge. Yet, indepen-
dence is really all about people
being kept out of debt, than
being placed in debt. We recipro-
cate by serving national interest
in many small ways for the broad
support we receive. This is what
President J.F. Kennedy, in his
1961 White House inaugural,
said, “Ask what you can do for
your country.”

An Independence Month of
thirty-one days would offer enough
time to ask these questions, and to
discover enough answers.
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While Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine is certain to

dominate an upcoming NATO
summit in Madrid, Spain and
other member nations are qui-
etly pushing the Western
alliance to consider how mer-
cenaries aligned with Russian
President Vladimir Putin are
spreading Moscow’s influence
to Africa.

As the host of the summit
taking place from Tuesday to
Thursday, Spain wants to
emphasise its proximity to
Africa as it lobbies for a greater
focus on Europe’s southern
flank in a new document out-
lining NATO’s vision of its
security challenges and tasks.

The Strategic Concept is
NATO’s most important work-
ing document after the North
Atlantic Treaty of 1949, which
contained the key provision
holding that an attack on one
member is viewed as an attack
upon all.

The security assessment is
updated roughly every decade
to reset the West’s security
agenda.

The current version,
approved in Lisbon in 2010,
stated the risk of a conventional
war on NATO territory was
“low.”

It did not explicitly men-
tion concerns about instabili-
ty in Africa. At the time, the
alliance viewed apathy as its

biggest military threat; U.S.
Complaints that some
European members were not
paying their due featured heav-
ily in summit talks.

Fast forward a dozen years,
and the view looks very differ-
ent from NATO headquarters
in Brussels.

After Russia brought war
close to NATO’s eastern bor-
ders, the alliance has worked to
provide Ukraine with an assort-
ment of more powerful
weapons and to avoid the very
real risk of getting drawn into
the fighting.

But there appears to be a
consensus among NATO
members heading into the
Madrid summit that while
Russia remains concern No. 1,
the alliance must continue to
widen its view globally. Spain’s
position for an increased focus
on “the South” is shared by
Britain, France and Italy.

In their view, the security
challenges in Africa arise from
a Putin apparently dead-set on
restoring the imperial glories of
Russia as well as from an
expansive China.

Russia has gained traction
thanks to the presence of its
mercenaries in the Sahel
region, a semiarid expanse
stretching from Senegal to
Sudan that suffers from polit-
ical strife, terrorism and
drought.

“Each time I meet with
NATO ministers, the support

of the allies is total due to the
instability that we see on the
alliance’s southern frontier and
especially the situation in the
Sahel region right now,”
Spanish Foreign Minister José
Albares said.

The Kremlin denies links
to the Wagner Group, a mer-
cenary force with an increasing
presence in central and North
Africa and the Middle East. 

The private military com-
pany, which has also partici-
pated in the war in Ukraine,
has developed footholds in
Libya, Mali, Sudan and Central
African Republic.

In Mali, Wagner soldiers
are filling a void created by the
exit of former colonial power
France.

In Sudan, Russia’s offer of
an economic alliance earned it

the promise of a naval base on
the Red Sea. In Central African
Republic, Wagner fighters pro-
tect the country’s gold and
diamond mines. In return,
Putin gets diplomatic allies
and resources.

French President
Emmanuel Macron has long
called for a “greater involve-
ment” from NATO in the Sahel
region.

Now that Wagner has
moved into Mali, French
authorities underlined that
Wagner mercenaries were
accused of human right abus-
es in the Central African
Republic, Libya and Syria.

Former NATO Secretary-
General Javier Solana said that
Russia’s brutal military cam-
paign in support of Syrian
President Bashar al-Assad dur-
ing his country’s long civil war
left it emboldened.

“Syria gave (the Russians)
the sentiment that they could
be more active in that part of
the world,” Solana told The
Associated Press. “They have
very good relations with
Algeria and they have (...) the
Wagner type of people in the
Sahel, which is delicate.”

With the Sahel, Morocco
and Algeria at risk of worsen-
ing instability, “the southern
part of NATO, for Portugal,
Spain, Greece, etc., they would
like to have an eye open to that
part of the world,” he said.

Italy is another NATO
member attuned to the politi-
cal climate across the
Mediterranean Sea.

The country NATO’s Joint
Force Command base in
Naples, which in 2017 opened
a south hub Hub focusing
specifically on terrorism, rad-
icalization, migration and other
security issues emanating from
North Africa and the Middle
East.

The Italian ambassador to
NATO, Francesco Maria Talo,
said in a May interview with
Italian news agency ANSA that
humanitarian crises in Africa
must concern all NATO allies.

“Near us there’s Africa,
with a billion inhabitants at risk
of poverty, aggravated by food
insecurity, terrorism and cli-
mate change, all factors that
combine to create insecurity,”
Talo said.“And Russia is present
there, too.” 

The importance of the
other side of the Mediterranean
became painfully evident to
Spain over the past year due to
a series of diplomatic crises
involving Morocco and Algeria
and their rivalry over the fate
of Western Sahara, a former
Spanish colony.

Amid the disputes, reduced
border security allowed
migrants to enter Spanish ter-
ritory, and there were per-
ceived threats to energy sup-
plies. Analysts consider both to
be tactics of “hybrid warfare”
when governments use them
against other countries.

Speaking in Madrid last
month, British Defense
Minister Ben Wallace noted the
problems caused last year when
Belarus, a Putin ally, allegedly
encouraged migrants to cross
its borders into Poland and
other neighboring countries.

“If the likes of Wagner get
the control they have or they’d
like to have in places like Libya

or indeed what we see they’re
already doing in Mali, do not
think that Spain will be
untouched by that,” Wallace
said. NATO is also expected to
include in the new Strategic
Document a reference to
China’s growing military reach
both in and beyond the Pacific
theater. Secretary General Jens
Stoltenberg said last month in
Madrid that “China has joined
Russia in openly contesting
the right of each and every
country to choose his own
path.”

In May, U.S. Army Gen.
Stephen J. Townsend, com-
mander of U.S. Africa
Command, warned that China
was trying to build a military
naval base on Africa’s Atlantic
coast.He said that China “has
most traction” toward estab-
lishing the base in Equatorial
Guinea, a tiny oil-rich dicta-
torship that was once Spain’s
only sub-Saharan African
colony.

China only operates one
acknowledged foreign military
base, located in Djibouti in East
Africa, But many believe that its
People’s Liberation Army is
busy establishing an overseas
military network, even if it
doesn’t use the term “base.”

NATO has invited the lead-
ers of Japan, South Korea,
Australia and New Zealand to
the summit to demonstrate its
interest in the 
Asian-Pacific. 
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Gayan: When the ground
heaved from last week’s earth-
quake in Afghanistan, Nahim
Gul’s stone-and-mud house
collapsed on top of him.

He clawed through the
rubble in the pre-dawn dark-
ness, choking on dust as he
searched for his father and
two sisters. He doesn’t know
how many hours of digging
passed before he caught a
glimpse of their bodies under
the ruins. They were dead. 

Now, days after a 6 magni-
tude quake that devastated a
remote region of southeast
Afghanistan and killed at least
1,150 people and injured hun-
dreds more, Gul sees destruc-
tion everywhere and help in
short supply. His niece and
nephew were also killed in the
quake, crushed by the walls of
their house.

“I don’t know what will
happen to us or how we should
restart our lives,” Gul told The
Associated Press on Sunday, his
hands bruised and his shoulder
injured. “We don’t have any
money to rebuild.”

It’s a fear shared among
thousands in the impoverished
villages where the fury of the
quake has fallen most heavily
- in Paktika and Khost
provinces, along the jagged
mountains that straddle the
country’s border with Pakistan.

Those who were barely
scraping by have lost every-
thing. Many have yet to be vis-
ited by aid groups and author-
ities, which are struggling to
reach the afflicted area on rut-
ted roads - some made impass-
able by landslides and damage.

Aware of its constraints, the
cash-strapped Taliban have
called for foreign assistance and
on Saturday appealed to
Washington to unfreeze bil-
lions of dollars in Afghanistan’s

currency reserves. The United
Nations and an array of inter-
national aid groups and coun-
tries have mobilized to send
help. China pledged Saturday
nearly $7.5 million in emer-
gency humanitarian aid, join-
ing nations including Iran,
Pakistan, South Korea, the
United Arab Emirates and
Qatar in dispatching a plane-
load of tents, towels, beds and
other badly needed supplies to
the quake-hit area.

U.N. Deputy Special
Representative Ramiz
Alakbarov toured the affected
Paktika province on Saturday
to assess the damage and dis-
tribute food, medicine and
tents. U.N. Helicopters and
trucks laden with bread, flour,
rice and blankets have trickled
into the stricken areas.

But the relief effort remains
patchy due to funding and
access constraints. The Taliban,
which seized power last August
from a government sustained

for 20 years by a U.S.-led mil-
itary coalition, appears over-
whelmed by the logistical com-
plexities of issues like debris
removal in what is shaping up
to be a major test of its capac-
ity to govern.

Villagers have dug out their
dead loved ones with their
bare hands, buried them in
mass graves and slept in the
woods despite the rain. Nearly
800 families are living out in
the open, according to the
U.N.’s humanitarian coordina-
tion organization OCHA. 

Gul received a tent and
blankets from a local charity in
the Gayan district, but he and
his surviving relatives have
had to fend for themselves.
Terrified as the earth still rum-
bles from aftershocks like one
on Friday that claimed five
more lives, he said his children
in Gayan refuse to go indoors.

The earthquake was the
latest calamity to convulse
Afghanistan, which has been

reeling from a dire economic
crisis since the Taliban took
control of the country as the
U.S. And its NATO allies were
withdrawing their forces.
Foreign aid - a mainstay of
Afghanistan’s economy for
decades - stopped practically
overnight. 

World governments piled
on sanctions, halted bank
transfers and paralyzed trade,
refusing to recognize the
Taliban government. The Biden
administration cut off the
Taliban’s access to $7 billion in
foreign currency reserves held
in the United States.

As he toured the disaster
site, Acting Afghan Foreign
Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi
urged the White House to
release the funds “at a time
when Afghanistan is in the
grips of earthquakes and
floods” and to lift banking
restrictions so charities can
more easily provide aid.

Western donors have with-
held longer-term assistance as
they demand the Taliban allow
a more inclusive rule and
respect human rights. The for-
mer insurgents have resisted
the pressure, imposing restric-
tions on the freedoms of
women and girls that recall
their first time in power in the
late 1990s.

Now, around half the coun-
try’s 39 million people are fac-
ing life-threatening levels of
food insecurity because of
poverty. Most civil servants,
including doctors, nurses and
teachers, have not been paid for
months. U.N. Agencies and
other remaining organizations
have scrambled to keep
Afghanistan from the brink of
starvation with a humanitari-
an program that has fed mil-
lions and kept the medical
system afloat. AP
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Tehran: Iraq’s caretaker prime
minister Mustafa al-Kadhimi
arrived in Iran on Sunday,
state TV reported, on a visit
aimed at reactivating Baghdad-
mediated talks between Saudi
Arabia and Iran.

Iran’s President Ebrahim
Raisi officially received Al-
Kadhimi, who was slated to
also meet with other officials in
Tehran, according to the report.
He was the first foreign leader
to visit Iran after Raisi took
power in August.

Al-Kadhimi’s office said
Saturday he arrived in the
Saudi city of Jiddah for an offi-
cial visit to meet with Saudi
officials. It was his second visit
to Saudi Arabia since he took
the post of prime minister in
May 2020. 

Iran, the largest Shiite
Muslim country in the world,
and Sunni powerhouse Saudi
Arabia severed diplomatic ties

in 2016 after Saudi Arabia exe-
cuted prominent Shiite cleric
Nimr al-Nimr. Angry Iranians
protesting the execution
stormed two Saudi diplomatic
missions in Iran, fueling years
of animosity between the
nations.

The Saudi-Iran talks aimed
at defusing yearslong tensions
between the regional foes
began quietly in Iraq’s capital in
2021. Saudi Arabia sought a
way to end its disastrous war
against Iran-backed Houthi
rebels in Yemen. The conflict
has spawned one of the world’s
worst humanitarian disasters
and brought bombs from rebel
drones and missiles raining
down on Saudi airports and oil
facilities.

Besides Yemen, Iran and
Saudi Arabia support opposite
sides in conflicts in Syria, Iraq
and elsewhere in the Middle
East. AP
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police are investigating the
deaths of at least 20 people at
a nightclub in the coastal town
of East London early Sunday
morning. 

It is unclear what led to the
deaths of the young people,
who were reportedly attending
a party to celebrate the end of
winter school exams. 

Local newspaper Daily
Dispatch reported that bodies
were strewn across tables and
chairs without any visible signs
of injuries. 

“At this point we cannot
confirm the cause of death,”
said health department
spokesperson Siyanda 
Manana. 

“We are going to conduct
autopsies as soon as possible to
establish the probable cause of
death. The deceased have been
taken to state mortuaries,”
Manana added.

Police Minister Bheki Cele
was on Sunday morning

expected to visit the scene. 
The owner of the club,

Siyakhangela Ndevu, told local
broadcaster eNCA that he had
been called to the scene early
Sunday morning. 

“I am still uncertain about
what really happened, but
when I was called in the morn-
ing I was told the place was too
full and that some people were
trying to force their way into
the tavern,” he said. 

“However, we will hear
what the police say about the
cause of death,” Ndevu 
added. AP
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Aviv: Israeli Prime Minister
Naftali Bennett convened what
is likely his last Cabinet meet-
ing as premier on Sunday, with
parliament expected to dis-
solve itself this week, triggering
new elections in the fall.

Bennett’s decision to head
to elections puts an end to an
ambitious political project that
united eight ideologically dis-
parate parties that chose to put
aside their differences to oust
former leader Benjamin
Netanyahu, the current oppo-

sition leader, who now has an
opening to return to lead the
country.

The elections, the fifth the
country has held in three years,
deepen an unprecedented
political crisis in Israel.

At the meeting, Bennett
listed a series of accomplish-
ments under his year-old gov-
ernment and thanked his coali-
tion partners, which included
dovish parties that support
Palestinian statehood, nation-
alist ones who don’t, and for the

first time in Israeli history, an
Arab political faction.

“It was an excellent gov-
ernment that relied, yes, on a
complicated coalition. And
here in this room there is a
group of people that knew
how to put aside ideological
disagreements, to rise above,
and to work for the state of
Israel,” he said.

As part of the power-shar-
ing agreement that brought
Bennett to power, he is set to
hand over the premiership to
Foreign Minister Yair Lapid, a
centrist former broadcaster,
once parliament is 
dissolved. 

Elections are expected
around the end of October and
polls show Netanyahu’s Likud

party is expected to garner the
most seats.

But as in most rounds of
voting during the current polit-
ical turmoil, Netanyahu, who is
on trial for corruption, has
been unable to muster a major-
ity to form a coalition govern-
ment, with some of his tradi-
tional allies refusing to join
him. That could further extend
the crisis after the upcoming
vote.

While Bennett’s govern-
ment helped steady the econ-
omy and navigated the last year
of the coronavirus pandemic, it
was beset by disagreements
over the very issues it sought to
avoid, particularly Israel’s 55-
year occupation of the West
Bank. AP
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Manila: An inter-island ferry
with 165 passengers and crew
caught fire off a central
Philippine province Sunday,
leaving one dead and another
missing while the rest were
safely rescued, the coast guard
said.

The fire hit the vessel
Mama Mary Chloe shortly
after noon near two island vil-
lages in Bohol province, coast
guard officials said. 

A search backed by fishing
boats was underway for one
missing person.

Footage on social media
showed people in life vests
bobbing in the sea, with the
vessel engulfed in thick black

smoke.
The ferry, which was car-

rying eight crew members and
157 passengers, including 15
children, was en route to the
eastern province of Leyte from
Bohol.

Sea accidents are common
in the Philippine archipelago
because of frequent storms,
badly maintained boats, over-
crowding and weak enforce-
ment of safety 
regulations.

In December 1987, the
ferry Dona Paz sank after col-
liding with a fuel tanker, killing
more than 4,300 people in the
world’s worst peacetime mar-
itime disaster. AP

Damascus: Hundreds of
Syrian paratroopers took part
in a joint drill with their
Russian counterparts in the
war-torn country in the second
joint maneuver this month,
state media reported.

The agency did not give
further details in its Saturday
night report about the drill or
say where they took 
place. 

It said the aim was to train
Syrian paratroopers how to
respond in varied circum-
stances.

Russia is a main backer of
President Bashar Assad and has
a broad presence in Syria where
an 11-year conflict has killed
hundreds of thousands and
displaced half the country’s
pre-war population.

Russia became involved

militarily in Syria in September
2015 helping to tip the balance
of power in favour of Assad’s
forces.

Earlier this month, the
Syrian and Russian air forces
conducted drills over different
parts of the country, including
on the edge of the Israeli-
occupied Golan 
Heights.

Four months ago, the two
countries conducted a drill a
week before Russia began its
invasion of Ukraine on 
Feb. 24. 

In mid-February, the
Russian military deployed
long-range nuclear-capable
bombers and fighter jets car-
rying state-of-the-art hyper-
sonic missiles to Syria for mas-
sive naval drills in the
Mediterranean Sea. AP
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Bamako: Moussa Tolofidie
didn’t think twice when near-
ly 100 jihadis on motorbikes
gathered in his village in cen-
tral Mali last week.

A peace agreement signed
last year between some armed
groups and the community in
the Bankass area had largely
held, even if the gunmen would
sometimes enter the town to
preach Shariah to the villagers.
But on this Sunday in June,
everything changed - the
jihadis began killing people.

“They started with an old
man about 100 years old ...
Then the sounds of the
weapons began to intensify
around me and then at one
moment I heard a bullet
whistling behind my ear. I felt
the earth spinning, I lost con-
sciousness and fell to the
ground,” Tolofidie, a 28-year-
old farmer told The Associated
Press by phone Friday in Mopti
town, where he was receiving
medical care.

“When I woke up it was

dark, around midnight. There
were bodies of other people on
top of me. I smelled blood and
smelled burnt things and heard
the sounds of some people
still moaning,” he said.

At least 132 people were
killed in several villages in the
Bankass area of central Mali
during two days of attacks last
weekend, according to the gov-

ernment, which blames the
Group to Support Islam and
Muslims jihadi rebels linked to
al-Qaida. 

The attack - the deadliest
since mutinous soldiers toppled
President Ibrahim Boubacar
Keita two years ago - shows that
Islamic extremist violence is
spreading from Mali’s north to
more central areas, analysts

have said.
The conflict-riddled coun-

try has been battling extremist
violence for a decade since
jihadis seized control of key
northern cities in 2012 and
tried to take over the capital.
They were pushed back by a
French-led military operation
the following year but have
since regained ground. 

The Associated Press spoke
to several survivors on Friday
who had sought treatment at a
hospital in Mopti and were
from the villages of
Diallassagou, Dianweli and
Dessagou. People described
hearing gunfire and jihadis
shouting, “Allahu akbar”,
Arabic for “God is great,” as
they ran into the forest to save
their lives. 

Mali’s government blamed
the attacks on the Group to
Support Islam and Muslims, or
JNIM, which is backed by al-
Qaida, although the group
denied responsibility in a state-
ment on Friday. AP
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Russia attacked the
Ukrainian capital in the

early hours of Sunday morning,
striking at least two residential
buildings, Kyiv Mayor Vitali
Klitschko said, as elsewhere
Russian troops consolidated
their gains in the east.

Associated Press journalists
in Kyiv saw rescue services bat-
tling flames and rescuing civil-
ians. Klitschko said four peo-
ple were hospitalised with
injuries and a 7-year-old girl
was pulled alive from the rub-
ble.

Ukraine Member of
Parliament Oleksiy
Goncharenko wrote on the
Telegram messaging app that
“according to prelim data 14
missiles were launched against
Kyiv region and Kyiv.”

Before Sunday's early
morning attack, Kyiv had not
faced any such Russian

airstrikes since June 5.
Klitschko told journalists

that he believed “it is maybe a
symbolic attack” ahead of this
week's NATO summit in
Madrid.

Two more explosions were
later heard in Kyiv, but their
cause and possible casualties
were not immediately clear.

Meanwhile, Russian forces
have been seeking to swallow
up the last remaining
Ukrainian stronghold in the
eastern Luhansk region, press-
ing their momentum after tak-
ing full control Saturday of the
charred ruins of
Sievierodonetsk and the chem-
ical plant where hundreds of
Ukrainian troops and civil-
ians had been holed up.

Serhiy Haidai, governor of
the Luhansk region that
includes Sievierodonetsk, said
Sunday that Russia was con-
ducting intense airstrikes on
the adjacent city of Lysychansk,

destroying its television tower
and seriously damaging a road
bridge.

“There's very much
destruction — Lysychansk is
almost unrecognizable,” he
wrote on Facebook.

Also Sunday, U.S. President
Joe Biden said the United States
and other Group of Seven
leading economies intend to
announce a ban on

imports of gold from
Russia. They hope that measure
will further isolate Russia eco-
nomically over its invasion of
Ukraine.

Senior Biden administra-
tion officials said gold is
Moscow's second largest export
after energy, and that banning
imports would make it more
difficult for Russia to partici-
pate in global markets.

Biden's Twitter feed said
Russia “rakes in tens of billions
of dollars” from the sale of its
gold, its second largest export

after energy.
On Saturday, Russia also

launched dozens of missiles on

several areas across the coun-
try far from the heart of the
eastern battles. Some of the

missiles were fired from
Russian long-range Tu-22
bombers deployed from

Belarus for the first time,
Ukraine's air command said.

The bombardment pre-
ceded a meeting between
Russian President Vladimir
Putin and Belarusian President
Alexander Lukashenko, during
which Putin announced that
Russia planned to supply
Belarus with the Iskander-M
missile system.

Russian Defense Ministry
spokesman Igor Konashenkov
said late Saturday that Russian
and Moscow-backed separatist
forces now control
Sievierodonetsk and the vil-
lages surrounding it. He said
the attempt by Ukrainian forces
to turn the Azot plant into a
“stubborn center of resistance”
had been thwarted.

Haidai confirmed Saturday
that Sievierodonetsk had fall-
en to Russian and separatist
fighters, who he said were now
trying to blockade Lysychansk
from the south.

Russia's Interfax news
agency quoted a spokesman for
the separatist forces, Andrei
Marochko, as saying Russian
troops and separatist fighters
had entered Lysychansk and
that fighting was taking place
in the heart of the city. There
was no immediate comment on
the claim from the Ukrainian
side. Lysychansk and
Sievierodonetsk have been the
focal point of a Russian offen-
sive aimed at capturing all of
the Donbas and destroying the
Ukrainian military defending it
— the most capable and battle-
hardened segment of the coun-
try's armed forces.

Capturing Lysychansk
would give Russian forces con-
trol of every major settlement
in the province, a significant
step toward Russia's aim of cap-
turing the entire Donbas. The
Russians and separatists control
about half of Donetsk, the sec-
ond province in the Donbas.
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US President Joe Biden says
Russian President

Vladimir Putin hoped the West
would “splinter” as Russia's
invasion of Ukraine drags on.

But Biden praised the allies
who have stuck together and
stood up to the Kremlin dur-
ing the four months of war,
applying sanctions on Russia
while sending weaponry to
Ukraine.

Greeting German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz on
Sunday, Biden praised his
counterpart for helping to sus-
tain the pressure on Russia and
exhorted him to keep at it — a
central message of Biden's five-

day trip to meet allies at sum-
mits in Germany and Spain.

“We have to stay together,
because Putin has been count-
ing on from the beginning
that somehow NATO and the
G7 would splinter,” Biden said.
“But we haven't and we're not
going to.”

Biden added: “We can't let
this aggression take the form it
has and get away with it.”

Scholz, who is hosting the
annual Group of Seven summit
in the Bavarian alps, greeted
Biden on a balcony overlook-
ing what the US leader called
a “magnificent” view of lush
greenery and towering peaks.

Biden credited Scholz for
helping to lead the European in

standing up to Russia, saying
his tough response “had a great

impact on the rest of Europe to
move.”
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Johnson has expressed con-
cern that divisions may

emerge in the pro-Ukraine
alliance as the four-month-old
war grinds on. He says allies
should not pressure Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
to concede territory in exchange
for a ceasefire.

The British leader said at a
G-7 summit in Germany on
Sunday that it was a principle
that “a free, independent sov-
ereign country like Ukraine
should not be violently invad-
ed and should not have its
boundaries changed by force.”

Asked whether he thought
France and Germany were
doing enough, Johnson praised
the “huge strides” made by Germany to arm Ukraine and cut imports of Russian gas. He did not mention France.
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New exports of Russian gold
will no longer be allowed

to enter the UK, US, Canada
and Japan after tough new
measures agreed at the G7
Summit in Germany on
Sunday, designed to exert pres-
sure on Russian President
Vladimir Putin over the con-
flict with Ukraine.

Gold is a major Russian
export, worth 12.6 billion
pounds to the Russian econo-
my in 2021. Its value to the
Russian elite has also increased
in recent months with oli-
garchs rushing to buy gold bul-
lion in an attempt to avoid the
financial impact of western
sanctions.

“The measures we have
announced today will directly
hit Russian oligarchs and strike
at the heart of Putin's war
machine,” said UK Prime
Minister Boris Johnson, who is
attending the summit in
Bavaria.

“Putin is squandering his
dwindling resources on this
pointless and barbaric war.
He is bankrolling his ego at the

expense of both the Ukrainian
and Russian people. We need
to starve the Putin regime of its
funding. The UK and our
allies are doing just that,” he
said.

London is a major global
gold trading hub and UK sanc-
tions, which will be the first of
their kind to be implemented
against Russia anywhere in
the world, will have a huge
impact on Putin's ability to
raise funds.

“With this import ban on
new Russian-origin gold, over
13.5 billion pounds of our
imports from Russia will be
covered by restrictions. Given
London's role at the heart of
the global gold trade, this
shows the UK will take tough
steps to stop the Russian war
machine,” said UK Chancellor
Rishi Sunak.

“I am pleased that follow-
ing discussions with others in
the G7 Finance Track, the US,
Canada and Japan will be join-
ing us in imposing this mea-
sure, shutting down avenues
for Russian gold sales and
maximising the impact that we
can have on Putin and his

cronies,” he said.
At the G7, the UK's mes-

sage has been to further isolate
Russia from the international
financial system. The UK
claims to have already sanc-
tioned more than 1,000 indi-
viduals and more than 100
entities since the Russia-
Ukraine conflict began in
February.

The measures announced
this week build on the action
taken by the London Bullion
Market in March to suspend
six Russian refineries.

The gold import ban,
which will come into force
shortly, will apply to newly
mined or refined gold. It does
not impact Russian-origin gold
previously exported from
Russia. The UK government
has said that there are no
plans to extend restrictions to
Russian gold purchased legit-
imately before the import ban
was put in place.

Legislation will be tabled
in the UK Parliament to imple-
ment this latest ban as the UK
pledges further GBP 429 mil-
lion in guarantees for World
Bank lending to Ukraine. 
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When the couple awoke to
the rumble of war on

Feb. 24, they'd been dating for
just over a year. Russia was
invading and Ihor Zakvatskyi
knew there was no more time
to lose.

He fished out the engage-
ment ring he'd bought but,
until then, not yet been ready
to give to Kateryna Lytvynenko
and proposed. If death do us
part, he figured, then let it be
as husband and wife.

“I did not want to waste a
single minute without Katya
knowing that I wanted to spend
my life with her,” Zakvatskyi,
24, said as he and his 25-year-
old bride exchanged vows and
wedding rings this month in
the capital, Kyiv. The newly-
weds joined a growing army of
Ukrainian couples who are
speedily turning love into mat-
rimony because of the war.

Some are soldiers, marry-
ing just before they head off to
fight. Others are simply united
in determination that living
and loving to the full are more
important than ever in the
face of so much death and
destruction.

Ukraine's wartime martial
laws include a provision allow-
ing Ukrainians, both soldiers
and civilians, to apply and
marry on the same day. In Kyiv
alone, more than 4,000 couples
have jumped at the expedited
opportunity. Before the war, a
one-month wait was the norm.

After a three-month inter-
ruption in normal service,
Kyiv's Central Civil Registry
Office is fully open again and
working almost at a prewar
pace. Since Russia withdrew its
badly bloodied invasion forces
from around Kyiv in April,
redirecting them to front lines
east and south, many people
who'd fled the fighting have
returned. Weddings have
increased accordingly.

The returnees include
Daria Ponomarenko, 22, who
fled to Poland. Her boyfriend,
Yevhen Nalyvaiko, 23, had to
stay, because of rules prevent-
ing men aged 18 to 60 from
leaving the country.

Reunited, they quickly wed
— because "we don't know
what will happen tomorrow,”
she said.

Jealously guarding their
intimacy after their painful
months apart, it was just the

two of them, without friends
and family. Rather than a puffy
bridal gown, she wore a
Ukrainian embroidered shirt,
the traditional Vyshyvanka
chosen now by many brides to
stress their Ukrainian identity.

In peacetime, they would
have opted for a traditional
wedding with many guests.
But that seemed frivolous in
war.

“Everything is perceived
more sharply, people become

real during such events,” he
said.

Anna Karpenko, 30,
refused to let the invasion
crimp her wedding — she
arrived in a white limousine.

“Life must go on,” she said.
She and her new husband
dated for seven years, often
talking about marriage, before
the war turned the plan into
action.

Pavlo and Oksana Savryha
already had 18 years of civil

marriage under their belts
before the invasion prompted
them to renew their vows —
this time in a small 12th-cen-
tury church in the war-dam-
aged northern city of
Chernihiv.

“Our souls told us to do so.
Before the invasion, we were
constantly running somewhere,
in a hurry, and the war forced
us to stop and not postpone the
important decisions until
tomorrow,” Pavlo said.
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Prince Charles, the heir to Britain's throne,
allegedly accepted a suitcase full of cash as

a charitable donation from the former Prime
Minister of Qatar, according to a UK media
report on Sunday.

‘The Sunday Times' says the suitcase was one
of three bundles of cash given as charitable dona-
tions which the 73-year-old received from
Sheikh Hamad bin Jassim bin Jaber Al Thani.

The three lots, which reportedly totalled
Euro 3 million, were handed to the prince per-
sonally between 2011 and 2015. Each payment
was reportedly deposited into the accounts of
the Prince of Wales's Charitable Fund (PWCF),
a low-profile grant-making entity which funds
projects close to the royal's heart and his coun-
try estate in Scotland. There is no suggestion the
payments were illegal, the newspaper said.

"Charitable donations received from Sheikh
Hamad bin Jassim were passed immediately to
one of the Prince's charities who carried out the
appropriate governance and have assured us that
all the correct processes were followed," Prince
Charles' Clarence House office said in a state-
ment.

The newspaper claims that on one occasion
the money was handed over in a holdall at a
meeting at Clarence House. On another, the

paper reports the cash was contained in carri-
er bags from the famous London department
store Fortnum and Mason.

"At a few hours' notice from ‘The Sunday
Times', we have checked into this event in the
past, and confirm that the previous trustees of
PWCF discussed the governance and donor rela-
tionship, (confirming that the donor was a legit-
imate and verified counterparty) and our audi-
tors signed off on the donation after a specific
enquiry during the audit. There was no failure
of governance,” PWCF chairman Sir Ian
Cheshire was quoted as saying by the newspa-
per.

"The donation was made in cash and that
was the donor's choice," he said.

The PWCF has the stated aim of trans-
forming lives and building sustainable com-
munities, by awarding grants to good causes in
fields such as conservation, education, health and
social inclusion.

'The Sunday Times' said Sheikh Hamad's
lawyers declined to comment.
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British Prime Minister
Boris Johnson on Sunday

angered many of  his
Conservative Party colleagues
with bold claims of being on
track to lead the governing
party at the next general elec-
tion, despite a growing rebel-
lion against his leadership
following scathing defeats in
two important by-elections.

Johnson has been putting
up a strong defence in the face
of criticism after voters pun-
ished the Conservatives over
the partygate scandal and ris-
ing cost of living crisis by vot-
ing for Opposition Labour
and Liberal Democrats in the
by-elections earlier this week.

With these by-polls seen
as a de facto referendum on
his leadership, the UK PM
was asked by reporters at the
end of the Commonwealth
Heads of  Government
Meeting (CHOGM) in

Rwanda if he would like to
serve a full second term in
office until the next election
expected in 2028-2029.

"At the moment I 'm
thinking actively about the
third term and what could
happen then, but I will review
that when I get to it," he told
reporters. A Downing Street
source later suggested he may
have been joking.

Earlier, in a BBC inter-
view, Johnson said: “If you're
saying you want me to under-
go some sort of psychological
transformation, I think that
our listeners would know that
is not going to happen.

“What you can do, and
what the government should
do, and what I want to do, is
to get on with changing and
reforming and improving our
systems and our economy.”

He claimed that voters
were "fed up with hearing
conversation about me" and
wanted to focus instead on

the cost of living, the econo-
my and "standing up to vio-
lence and aggression" in
Ukraine. "Forget about me,
think about what this country,
the UK could do and where
it's gone,” he told reporters.

However, his reaction
and comments in the wake of
the by-election defeats have
attracted strong criticism
from Conservative Party
quarters believed to be plot-
ting yet again to try and oust
him as leader and Prime
Minister.  One unnamed for-
mer supporter of Johnson
and an ex-Cabinet minister
branded his remarks as “com-
pletely delusional”. A senior
member of Parliament from a
“red wall” seat, traditionally
Labour Party strongholds
which had been won over by
the Tories in the 2019 gener-
al election, said he was “show-
ing increasing signs of a
bunker mentality, and that
never ends well”
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Delegates attending a UN
conference in Lisbon next

week might take inspiration for
their efforts to protect the oceans
by looking out of the venue's
windows at Portugal's longest
river, where frolicking dolphins
nowadays delight locals and
tourists.

The number of dolphins
swimming from the Atlantic
into the mouth of the River
Tagus at Lisbon has increased
significantly in recent times as
pollution has dropped.

“In the past 10 years, with
the water improvement, we
started seeing wildlife much
more frequently,” says local
sailor and guide Bernardo
Queiroz, who organizes trips to
see bottlenose and common
dolphins in the river.

“We used to see (the dol-
phins) 10 times a year and now
we have (them) 200 days a

year,” he says.
Queiroz's tour business aims

to create awareness about the
importance and the benefits of
nature preservation.

Senior officials and scientists
from more than 120 countries
are due to attend the five-day
UN Ocean Conference in
Lisbon starting Monday.

The United Nations is hop-
ing that a conference starting
Monday will bring fresh
momentum for protracted
efforts to find an international
agreement on protecting the
world's oceans.

No comprehensive legal
framework covers the high seas.
Oceans cover some 70% of the
earth's surface and provide food
and livelihoods for billions of
people. Some activists refer to
them as the largest unregulated
area on the planet.

The oceans face a “severe”
threat from global warming,
pollution and acidification.
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Mumbai: EV maker Omega
Seiki Mobility is setting up a
retrofit facility to convert inter-
nal combustion engine (ICE)-
powered vehicles into electric
vehicles near Chandigarh at an
investment of USD 25-mil-
lion, which is expected to be
operational by the December
quarter, company’s founder
and chairman Uday Narang has
said. 

Narang also said that as the
financing remains a challenge
for the EV customers, retrofit
brings these vehicles within the
reach of those customers who
want to move to such vehicles
from ICE, particularly at the
time when petrol and diesel

prices are at a much-elevated
level.

The Faridabad-based com-
pany, which is a part of the
Anglian Omega Group, cur-
rently manufactures cargo and
passenger electric three-wheel-
ers and small commercial vehi-
cle M1KA. Besides, it is in the
process of launching an electric
two-wheeler as well as trucks in
higher range. 

“We have tied-up with a
global player for retrofit tech-
nology to get into conversion of
vehicles with ICE engines into
electric powertrain vehicles.
We are setting up a retrofit plant
in Mohali in Punjab on 5-acre
land,” Narang told PTI. PTI
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Coimbatore: India’s economy
has grown due to its trustwor-
thiness, decisive leadership and
democratic structure favouring
transparency at all levels, Union
Commerce, Industry and
Textile Minister Piyush Goyal
has said.

The country, which is now
a USD 3 trillion economy, has
announced a stable policy
framework and respected every
investment made across sec-
tors, Goyal said during an
exclusive interaction meeting
with members of CII in asso-
ciation with the Department
for Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade (DPIIT),
Government of India and
Invest India organised here on
Saturday evening.

Members from the textile,
light engineering and ICT sec-
tors participated in the meet-
ing.

Stating that DPIIT reforms
are empowering Indian indus-
tries to bring about global
growth, Goyal said the impor-
tance of launching the ONDC
network (Open Network for
Digital Commerce) has the
potential to break barriers by
enabling and empowering cus-
tomers to engage with sellers of
their choice seamlessly.

Goyal said current e-com-
merce platforms were restric-
tive and favour products of the
platform developers’ choice
but through ONDC, MSMEs

and startups can harness
opportunities provided by dig-
ital advancement in connecting
with their costumers, an official
release said here on 
Sunday.

Suggestions on importance
of diversification and expan-
sion to advanced economies
like Japan for textiles was a wel-
come step and the ministry will
support this endeavour, the
Union minister said.

He assured to resolve rep-
resentations on integrating
multiple accreditations neces-
sitated for the pump industry
within a few days and assured
that all the suggestions pro-
vided by the sectoral repre-
sentatives will be duly consid-
ered and wherever possible
will be resolved in a month’s
time.

Kamal Bali, Deputy
Chairman, CII Southern
Region and Managing Director,
Volvo Group (India) Pvt Ltd
and CII Tamil Nadu leadership
Shankar Vanavarayar and CII
Coimbatore leadership,
Prashanth and  Arjun Prakash
highlighted some special needs
for industrial development
such as, design capacity aug-
mentation, creating high-value
added jobs, high-value prod-
ucts and enriching innovation
capacity for capturing global
markets, the release said.

Rajendra Ratnoo, Joint
Secretary, DPIIT, Ministry of
Commerce, and V K Singh,
Special Secretary, Ministry of
Textiles, spoke on the various
reforms launched by their
respective ministries for the
benefit of industry. PTI

New Delhi: India has export-
ed 1.8 million tonnes of wheat
to a dozen-odd countries,
including Bangladesh and
Afghanistan, since the country
banned exports of the grain on
May 13, according to Food
Secretary Sudhanshu Pandey. 

About 33,000 tonnes of
wheat as humanitarian assis-
tance has already been supplied
to Afghanistan against the
commitment of 50,000 tonne,
he said. Pandey, addressing a
ministerial conference on ‘unit-
ing for global food security’
held at Berlin, Germany on
June 24, said India has always
taken the needs of the world
into consideration, even while
meeting the onerous obliga-
tions of feeding its population
of 1.38 billion people, an offi-
cial statement said. 

The secretary said:”It is
important here to explain that
the recent decision by the
Government of India (GoI) to
bring about regulation on
wheat exports was essentially
taken to protect domestic avail-
ability as well as availability to
vulnerable countries to whom
supplies cannot be ensured by
market forces.”

India has nonetheless con-
tinued with its commitment to
cater for the genuine needs of
neighbouring countries and
food-deficit nations through

Government-to-Government
mechanism and also to fulfil
supply commitments already
made, he said.

“After the regulation until
June 22nd this fiscal year, 1.8
million tonnes of wheat have
been shipped out, almost four
times from the previous year to
countries including
Afghanistan, Bangladesh,
Bhutan, Israel, Indonesia,
Malaysia, Nepal, Oman,
Philippines, Qatar, South
Korea, Sri Lanka, Sudan,
Switzerland, Thailand, UAE,
Vietnam and Yemen,” he said.

On May 13, the govern-
ment suspended wheat export
with immediate effect. It moved
the export of all varieties of
wheat, including high-protein

durum, from”free” to the”pro-
hibited” category. The decision
was aimed at controlling rising
prices of wheat in the domes-
tic market.

India had exported a
record 7 million tonnes of
wheat during 2021-22 fiscal,
while typically, the country
exports around 2 million
tonnes which is around 1 per
cent of global wheat trade, he
said.  Stating that India is
deeply conscious of its respon-
sibilities towards the most vul-
nerable in various parts of the
world, Pandey said the country
continued to provide human-
itarian assistance, both through
the supply of vaccines as well
as food consignments, during
and beyond the pandemic. PTI
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New Delhi: The commerce
and industry ministry is
expected to release on
Thursday the ranking of states
and Union Territories (UTs) in
terms of ease of doing business,
according to an official.

“It has been decided to
release the assessment of
states/UTs under BRAP
(Business Reforms Action
Plan), 2020, on June 30 by
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman,” the official 
said.

The exercise is aimed at
triggering competition among
states to improve the business
climate to attract domestic and
global investors.

The parameters include
various areas, such as con-
struction permit, labour regu-
lation, environmental registra-
tion, access to information,
land availability and single

window system.
The Department for

Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade (DPIIT) con-
ducts the exercise for all
States/UTs under the Business
Reform Action Plan (BRAP).

In the last ranking released
in September 2020, Andhra
Pradesh topped the chart, fol-
lowed by Uttar Pradesh,
Telangana, Madhya Pradesh
and Jharkhand.

Till date, state rankings
have been released for 2015,
2016, 2017-18 and 2019.

The larger objective of
attracting investments and
increasing ease of doing busi-
ness in each state was sought to
be achieved by introducing an
element of healthy competition
through a system of ranking
states based on their perfor-
mance in the implementation
of BRAP. PTI

,��	��	�����	��������6
������	������	������	��
��	�������	��	4��	78

New Delhi: State-owned
Indian Overseas Bank (IOB) is
aiming to boost advances in
retail, MSMEs, corporate and
agricultural loans during the
current fiscal year, as the lender
has substantially brought down
the stressed assets on its bal-
ance sheet through sustained
and targeted efforts.

The outlook of the Indian
banking sector is seen to be
improving on the back of bet-
ter credit demand and strong
balance sheets, IOB said in its
FY21-22 annual report.

In the fiscal year ended
March 2022, IOB witnessed
doubling of its net profit at Rs
1,709 crore, as against �831
crore in the previous fiscal
year, as the bank improved on
its asset quality through a

multi-pronged strategy and
focussed recovery initiatives.

IOB said the asset quality
of Public Sector Banks (PSBs)
are on an improving trend
though some loans are classi-
fied as restructured loans under
pandemic permitted RBI
schemes.

During 2021-22, the gross
non-performing assets (GNPA)
of the PSBs improved from 9.11
per cent to 7.29 per cent and

net NPA from 3.09 per cent to
2.20 per cent.

“The Indian Overseas
Bank is aiming to increase
advances in the current finan-
cial year with secular growth
across retail, micro, small and
medium enterprise (MSME),
and corporate and agricultur-
al loans,” Partha Pratim
Sengupta Managing Director &
Chief Executive Officer, Indian
Overseas Bank said in his
address to shareholders.

The Chennai-based lender
pointed to the revised outlook
by the India Ratings and
Research (Ind-Ra) on the
Indian banking sector from
‘improving’ to ‘stable’ for 2022-
23, helped by better credit
demand and strong balance
sheet of the banks. PTI

Margherita: Coal India unit
North Eastern Coalfields is in
the process of seeking clear-
ances for putting into operation
two of its mines in Assam in
the current financial year.

The development assumes
significance in the wake of
efforts being made to avoid the
reoccurrence of power out-
ages faced by the country at the
beginning of the summer sea-
son this year due to the short-
age of coal supplies.

According to a senior offi-
cial, once production starts
from Tirap OCP (open cast
project) of North Eastern
Coalfields in Assam, the mine
will add 0.6 million tonnes
(MT) of coal supplies.

He further said that the
company is also in the process
of getting clearances for Tikak
OCP in the state which will
produce 0.2 MT of coal.

“Once both the mines

begin production, the compa-
ny will produce around one
million tonnes of more coal,”
the official said.

A major share of the coal
produced from both blocks
will go for power generation.

Coal mining at North
Eastern Coalfields resumed in
March after Coal Minister
Pralhad Joshi inaugurated the

operations at Tikak Colliery in
Assam’s Tinsukia district.

Mining operations at
North Eastern Coalfields were
halted due to environment-
related issues in 2020.

The resumption of mining
operations at Tikak Colliery is
a very important step towards
the development of the region,
Joshi had said. PTI
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New Delhi: As many as 423 infrastructure projects, each entail-
ing an investment of �150 crore or more, have been hit by cost
overruns of more than �4.95 lakh crore, as per a report.

According to Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation, which monitors infrastructure projects of �150
crore and above, out of 1,568 projects, 423 reported cost over-
runs and as many as 721 projects were delayed.

“Total original cost of implementation of the 1,568 projects
was �21,59,802.67 crore and their anticipated completion cost
is �26,54,818.05 crore, which reflects overall cost overruns of
�4,95,015.38 crore (22.92 per cent of original cost),” the ministry’s
latest report for May 2022 said. According to the report, the expen-
diture incurred on these projects till May 2022 is �13,42,535.22
crore, which is 50.57 per cent of the anticipated cost of the pro-
jects. However, the number of delayed projects decreases to 563
if delay is calculated on the basis of the latest schedule of com-
pletion.Further, it showed that for 569 projects, neither the year
of commissioning nor the tentative gestation period has been
reported. Out of the 721 delayed projects, 113 have overall delays
in the  range of 1-12 months, 121 have been delayed for 13-24
months, 350 projects for 25-60 months and 137 projects have
been delayed for 61 months and above. PTI
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continue to desert Indian equi-
ty markets and pulled out close
to �46,000 crore so far this
month following monetary
policy tightening by the
Reserve Bank and US Federal
Reserve, high oil prices and
volatile rupee.

The net outflow by foreign
portfolio investors (FPIs) from
equities reached �2.13 lakh
crore unitll now in 2022, data
with depositories showed.

Given the policy normali-
sation narrative by the US Fed
and other major central banks,
coupled with high oil prices
and volatile Rupee, FPIs are
likely to stay away from emerg-
ing market assets, Hitesh Jain,
Lead Analyst - Institutional
Equities, Yes Securities, 
said.

FPIs inflow will only
resume once there is visibility
on the peak of bond yields in
the US and an end to Fed rate
hikes, he added.

Moreover, FPIs are likely to
sell more if the current trend of
rising dollar and bond yields
persists, said VK Vijayakumar,
Cheif Investment Strategist at
Geojit Financial 
Services.

According to the data, for-
eign investors withdrew a net
amount of �45,841 crore from
equities in June (till 24th).

The massive selling by FPIs
continued in June as they have
been relentlessly withdrawing
money from Indian equities
since October 2021.

“The RBI’s tightening of
the monetary policy and inflat-
ed global commodity prices

have primarily led the domes-
tic markets to bleed in terms of
substantial cash outflows from
the equity markets during the
last few months,” Manoj
Purohit, Partner & Leader –
Financial Services Tax, BDO
India, said.

The pace of such with-
drawals was last seen when the
pandemic surged in the first
quarter of 2020.

Globally, the ongoing mil-
itary conflict between Ukraine
and Russia, rising fed rates and
the return of the pandemic out-
break have further added fuel
to the fire, Purohit said.

Geojit Financial Services’
Vijayakumar said that the ris-
ing dollar and appreciating
bond yields in the US are the
major factors triggering FPI
outflows. PTI
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New Delhi: After over five
months, Oil and Natural Gas
Corporation (ONGC) has
finally got a Director appoint-
ed on the Board of Hindustan
Petroleum Corporation Ltd --
a firm it had acquired for �
36,915 crore.

The Ministry of
Petroleum and Natural Gas
on June 22, conveyed its con-
sent for the appointment of
Pankaj Kumar, Director
(Offshore), ONGC as a direc-
tor on the board of HPCL,
according to regulatory filings
by HPCL. For over five months,
ONGC had no representative
on the board of HPCL -- a
company in which it owns a
51.11 per cent stake since
January 2018.

HPCL for over one-and-a-
half years -- between January
2018 and August 2019 -- did
not recognise ONGC as its pro-
moter despite the government
selling its entire 51.11 per cent
stake in the company to the oil
explorer.  It relented only after
a rap from market regulator
SEBI. ONGC got the right to

appoint one director who
HPCL called ‘Government
Nominee Director
(Representative of ONGC)’.

“Pankaj Kumar has been
appointed as Government
Director on the Board of the
company effective June 22,
2022,” HPCL said in the filing.

Officials said ONGC has
been nominating one of its
directors as the nominee direc-
tor. Prior to the latest appoint-
ment, its last nominee director
was Alka Mittal, Director (HR)
who was appointed to the
HPCL board in April 2021.

In January this year, Mittal
was given additional charge of
chairman and managing direc-
tor of ONGC after the retire-
ment of the incumbent. PTI
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New Delhi: The Government
will invite bids from states to
sell electricity generated from
8,000 megawatt (MW) thermal
capacities without PPAs, Power
Minister RK Singh has said.

A total of 8,000 MW of
thermal capacities in India are
without any power purchase
agreements, Singh, who is also
the Minister for New and
Renewable Energy, told PTI.

Replying to a question
related to capacities without
PPAs in India, the minister
said,”There are 8,000 MW of
capacities which don’t have
PPAs in thermal”.

Sharing the government’s
plan to resolve the issue, the
minister informed that states
have been asked to send their
electricity requirement, and
accordingly bids will be invit-
ed.”We will aggregate (their
demand) and call on for bids
and based on the bids, whoev-
er puts in the lowest bids,
PPAs will be signed. Once
PPAs are signed, they (states)
will get the power,” he said.

Speaking further, the min-
ister said there are also some
thermal capacities undergoing
the National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) proceedings,
and the government has
already taken several steps,
including meeting with the
bankers, to resolve the issue at
the earliest so such plants can
start operations.

“There are some projects in
the NCLT. The country has
17,500 MW plants, which run
only on imported coal. Out of
that, 2,500 MW were under the
NCLT. I had a meeting with
bankers etc. We worked out on
ways and means of starting
this,” he said. PTI
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New Delhi: Stock markets will
be driven by global trends,
crude oil movement and for-
eign institutional investments
this week, analysts said, adding
that benchmark indices may
also face volatility amid the
scheduled monthly derivatives
expiry.

Moreover, the movement
in the rupee and the progress
of monsoon would also be
watched by investors, they
added.

“Indian markets managed
to recover from lower levels
after two weeks of sharp cuts
thanks to a recovery in global
markets and a cut in com-
modity prices. It seems that this
recovery may see a further
extension and we can expect a
decent rally in the coming
days in equity markets,” said
Santosh Meena, Head of
Research, Swastika Investmart
Ltd.

“Apart from F&O expiry,
monthly auto sales numbers
and monsoon development
will be important triggers,”
Meena said. Crude oil, rupee
movement and FIIs’ behav-
iour will be other important
factors, he added.

Ajit Mishra, VP -
Research, Religare Broking Ltd,
said,”We expect volatility to
remain high this week as well,
thanks to the scheduled expiry

of June month derivatives con-
tracts.”

“Besides, the performance
of global indices especially the
US, crude movement and mon-
soon progress, etc will remain
on the radar. This week also
marks the beginning of a new
month so auto numbers will
also start pouring in from July
1,” Mishra added. PTI
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New Delhi: Nine of the 10
most valued firms added �2.51
lakh crore to their market val-
uation last week, with Tata
Consultancy Services emerging
as the biggest gainer.

Last week, the 30-share
BSE Sensex jumped 1,367
points or 2.66 per cent.

HDFC Bank, Infosys,
Hindustan Unilever Limited
and ICICI Bank were among the
gainers while Reliance Industries
was the sole loser in the pack.
Tata Consultancy Services (TCS)
added �74,534.87 crore to its
market valuation which stood at
�12,04,907.32 crore at close on
Friday. PTI
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New Delhi: The all-powerful
GST Council at its meeting in
Chandigarh this week is likely
to make changes in goods and
services tax (GST) rates on a
handful of items and may go
with the officers panel’s rec-
ommendations to maintain
status quo in rates of over 215
items.

The 47th meeting of the
GST Council, headed by Union
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman and comprising
representatives of all states and
UTs, is scheduled for June 28-
29. The Council is meeting
after a gap of six months.

Apart from rate rational-
isation, the Council is expect-
ed to see a stormy discussion
around compensation payout
to states with Opposition-ruled
states aggressively pushing for
its continuation beyond the 5-
year period which ends in

June.
Major changes proposed

by the officers’ panel or the
Fitment Committee in the tax
rates are a uniform 5 per cent
GST rate on prostheses (artifi-
cial limbs) and orthopaedic
implants (trauma, spine, and
arthoplasty implants). Besides,
orthoses (splints, braces, belts
and calipers) too have been
proposed in the lowest brack-
et of 5 per cent.

Currently, these goods
attract tax rate of either 12 and

5 per cent.
The committee has also

recommended reduction in
GST rate on ropeway travel to
5 per cent from 18 per cent cur-
rently with ITC, Himachal
Pradesh placing this request
before the GST Council in
September last year.

It also suggested that GST
rate on ostomy appliances
(including pouch or flange,
stoma adhesive paste, barrier
cream, irrigator kit, sleeves,
belt, micro-pore tapes) should
be reduced to 5 per cent, from
12 per cent at present.

Also, tax rates on sewage
treated water is likely to be cut
to ‘nil’. Currently, an ambigui-
ty in wordings in the GST rates
slab has led to two orders from
Authority for Advance Ruling
(AAR) stating that sewage
treated water attracts 18 per
cent GST rate. PTI

New Delhi: Lenders of debt-
ridden Reliance Capital Ltd
(RCL) on Sunday decided to
extend the resolution process
timeline by another two
months to November 2 as there
has been a tepid response from
bidders for its acquisition. 

The timeline was already
extended once by 90 days --
from June 3 to September 2,
2022. This is the second exten-
sion granted by the Committee
of Creditors (CoC) for the
completion of RCL’s resolution
process. 

As per the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code (IBC) rules,
the administrator had to close
the resolution of RCL within 180
days -- by June 3. The CoC also
decided to extend the last date
for submission of the resolution
plan by the prospective bidders
from June 20 to July 11. PTI

���������8����
��!�#��������/
�
����#�������3�:
!�����������%

	,����!�������������%��������������#6
-�-�6����6����"����������������(B:?



�������::��������	�
�������� ���������������

���■ �,��,�

Nick Kyrgios resumes his
bittersweet relationship

with Wimbledon vowing to
continue making "top 10
players look ordinary."

The volatile Australian
shot to fame at the All
England Club in 2014 when
ranked 114 in the world, he
stunned two-time champi-
on Rafael Nadal.

Kyrgios has been defeat-
ing the stars and upsetting
officialdom while delighting
his army of fans ever since.

"I've played top-10 play-
ers in the world this year
and made them look pretty
ordinary," the 27-year-old
said Sunday.

"I  know where my
game's at. I know if I'm feel-
ing confident, I'm playing
well, I'm able to just light it
up kind of whenever I
want."

The facts back him up.
Having sat out the

entire claycourt season,
Kyrgios has excelled on
grass this summer, reaching
the semi-finals back-to-
back in Stuttgart and Halle.

World number six
Stefanos Tsitsipas fell to the
Australian in Halle. That
was the Greek's third loss in
four meetings with Kyrgios.

Fellow members of the
top such as Andrey Rublev
and Casper Ruud have also
fallen victim to a sometimes
inspired Kyrgios in 2022.

Kyrgios made the quar-
ter-finals at Wimbledon in
2014 on the back of his
famous win over Nadal.

However, recent visits
have not been so fruitful
and he has yet to get past
the fourth round in his last
six visits.

Along the way, he has
been accused of tanking,
complained about the state
of the grass last year while
admitting he deliberately
speared a ball at Nadal in
the pair's bad-tempered
2019 rematch.

Kyrgios knows he has
the tools to make the sec-
ond week at Wimbledon

again.
"I know if I'm serving well

and I'm playing well, I can beat
anyone. I have pretty much
beaten everyone in the draw
before," he said.

"It's hard. It's like not many

people have gotten over the
hump of winning a slam. I'm
one of the people that has to
deal  with that ever y
week."Like, Oh, he's probably
one of the biggest wastes of
talent. He should be winning
a Slam."

Kyrgios will still play to
the crowd.

In recent seasons, he has
sought the advice of fans on
serve placement, perfected
the underarm serve and once
even demanded a beer while
playing at the French Open.

The darker, flip side has
seen thousands of dollars in
fines and a suspended 16-
week ban in 2019.

"The crowd knows I'm
going to try and bring a lot
of energy, bring a lot of flair
and entertainment," Kyrgios
said.

"I think that's just some-
thing I come with now. I
can't really get rid of that. It's
just something I want to do
as well."
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Madhya Pradesh, not con-
sidered among cricketing

elites during the past decade, on
Sunday humbled domestic pow-
erhouse Mumbai by six wickets
in a one-sided Ranji Trophy final
under coach Chandrakant
Pandit, who exorcised the ghosts
of losing one at this very ground
23 summers ago.

On the final day, Mumbai
could only manage 269 in their
second innings, leaving MP
with a paltry target of 108, and
they did it in style as Pandit won
a record sixth national title as a
coach.

Sarfaraz Khan (45), who fin-
ished the season with 18 short
of 1000 runs and young Suved
Parkar (51) tried their bit, but
with the need to attack at every
opportunity, MP's Kumar
Kartikeya (4/98) and the other
bowlers knew that wickets
would come their way.

While chasing, there were
some hiccups, but with just
over 100 to get, it was a stroll in
the park for the MP team.

As they completed the vic-
tory, Pandit was flooded with
memories (not happy ones),
which he hasn't been able to
erase for over two decades and
despite winning five trophies as
a coach.

It was here at the
Chinnaswamy Stadium in the
summer of 1999 when MP,
despite a first-innings lead of 75,
failed to win the game as Pandit,
a proud captain, finished his
playing career in tears.

Before the final, he spoke to
PTI about divine intervention
and circle of life and during the
five days, sat in one corner with
a white towel on his lap.

He has again proved to be
an 'Alchemist', after guiding
Vidarbha to four trophies (suc-
cessive Ranji and Irani Cup),
with a team that didn't have
superstars.
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The Yash Dubeys, Himanshu

Mantris, Subham Sharmas, Gourav
Yadavs or Saransh Jains aren't players
who would give you the feeling that
they are India prospects, the classy
Rajat Patidar being an exception.

But they gave enough indication
that they aren't ready to concede
even a micro millimetre without a

good scrap.
They gave the Mumbai men a les-

son in perfect execution of tactic with
dollops of 'Khadoos' cricket, which
many thought was a patent of the 41-
time champions.

MP's win once again proved that
the Ranji Trophy is often won by sides
which don't have too many superstars

or India prospects with ambition or
wherewithal to play top-flight cricket.

It happened with Rajasthan when
they had Hrishikesh Kanitkar, Akash
Chopra during their triumph while
Vidarbha had Wasim Jaffer and
Ganesh Sathish guiding a bunch of
youngsters.

In MP, there was no Avesh Khan

or Venkatesh Iyer and had only an
emerging potential star in Patidar, yet
they followed Pandit's 'Gurukul' style
of 'My Way or HighWay' coaching phi-
losophy to emerge triumphant.

Since 2010, the Ranji Trophy,
barring Karnataka's dominance for a
few seasons and Mumbai winning it
once, it has been won by teams like

Rajasthan (twice), Vidarbha (twice),
Saurashtra (once) and Madhya
Pradesh, who would never be in con-
tention in the past.

This shows that cricket has moved
from the Shivaji Park, Azad Maidan or
Cross Maidan in Mumbai, from the
National Stadium in Delhi or the state-
of-the-art camps in Bengaluru or

Kolkata, to the hinterlands.
Bhopal's Yash Dubey, who had

problems with his eye-sight during
teenage years or Sultanpur's Kumar
Kartikeya, who hadn't gone back
home for nine years or Hoshangabad's
Gourav Yadav, who would beat Prithvi
Shaw's bat many times just for fun are
men, who haven't had it easy.


