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he political crisis arising out
T
of a massive rebellion within the ruling Shiv Sena that has
brought the MVA Government
to the brink of collapse deepened on Thursday as the rebel
Eknath Shinde camp claimed
that it enjoyed the support of 42
MLAs. But NCP chief Sharad
Pawar has said the MVA
Government will survive and
the situation will change dramatically when the rebel MLAs
return to Mumbai.
A day after Uddhav
Thackeray offered to quit both
as the Chief Minister and party
chief if the rebel party MLAs
were to meet him personally
and ask him to put in his
papers and moved out of CM’s
official residence, the Sena
rebel faction leader and minister Eknath Shinde — in a
show of strength — released a
group photograph of 42 MLAs
supporting him taken at
Radisson Blu Hotel at
Guwahati, where they are
camping currently.
The video that the Eknath
Shinde camp circulated in the
media showed the rebel MLAs
sitting together and raising
slogans like “Shinde Saab Tum
Aage Badho, Hum Tumhare

Saath Hain.”
On a day when Uddhav
Thackeray appeared reconciled
to the prospect of the fall of his
Government, NCP chief
Sharad Pawar — who is the
architect of the Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) Government —
expressed optimism that the
MVA dispensation would survive the current crisis facing the
Shiv Sena. “Let the MLAs come
back from Guwahati. The situation will change drastically.
The MVA Government will
survive the floor test in the
State Assembly,” Pawar said.
Reiterating his party’s support to Uddhav Thackeray,
Pawar said it was the responsibility of all the three constituents — Shiv Sena, NCP,
and Congress — to “save” the
Uddhav
Thackeray
Government.
Without taking the name
of the BJP, Pawar slammed the
BJP for the manner it fuelled
rebellion within the Shiv Sena.
“Everyone knows how the rebel
Shiv Sena MLAs were taken to
Gujarat and then to Assam. We
don’t have to take the names of
all those assisting them. The
Assam Government is helping
them. I don’t need to take any
names further,” he said.
The rebel MLAs will have
to come back to Mumbai and
face the Assembly, he said,
adding that BJP leaders “from
Gujarat and Assam will not be
coming here to guide them.”
Pawar also refuted allega-
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ven as face-offs persist at
E
the border in Ladakh for
the last two years, China has

=PcX^]P[Xbc2^]VaTbb?Pach=2?RWXTUBWPaPS?PfPaPSSaTbbTbcWT\TSXPPUcTaP_Pach\TTcX]VPcHPbWfP]caP^2WPeP]
2T]caTX]<d\QPX^]CWdabSPh

tions by rebel Shiv Sena MLAs
that they faced difficulties in
getting funds for their constituencies as the Finance
Ministry, which is controlled
by NCP’s Ajit Pawar, discriminated against them, and the
Sena has given up its Hindutva
ideology. “All these are excuses, some of these MLAs are
facing a probe by Central
agencies,” he said. The NCP

chief also said that the rebels
will have to face consequences,
recalling that when Chhagan
Bhujbal defected from the
Shiv Sena to join the Congress
in the 1990s, all his supporters except one lost the
Assembly election.
“These rebels will face the
same fate,” Pawar said.
Informed sources in the
Shinde camp said that of the

?C8

42 MLAs camping at the
Radisson Blu Hotel, 35 are
Sena MLAs, while the remaining seven are Independents
supporting the rebel Sena
leader. The number mustered
by Shinde is nearly two-thirds
of the Sena’s strength of the 55
MLAs in the Assembly, a thing
that will help Shinde to escape
the wrath of the anti-defection
law.

urged India to meet “halfway”,
saying common interests outweigh differences between the
two countries. China also called
for enhancing mutual trust
rather than remain “suspicious
of each other.”
This message was conveyed by Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi to India’s
ambassador Pradeep Kumar
Rawat on Wednesday in
Beijing. The Chinese minister
also proposed a four-point
process to improve ties between
the two countries.
The Indian envoy emphasised the “criticality of maintenance of peace and tranquility
in the border areas” to realise
the full potential of the consensus between the top leaders
of the two sides on the importance of Sino-India ties for Asia
and the world.
“Bilateral and multilateral
issues of interest to both sides
were touched upon during the
conversation” between Rawat
and Wang, the Indian embassy
in Beijing said in a statement

8]SXP]0\QPbbPS^ac^2WX]P?aPSTT_:d\PaAPfPc\TTcb2WX]TbT5^aTXV]
<X]XbcTaBcPcT2^d]RX[^aP]SFP]VHXPc3XP^hdcPXBcPcT6dTbc7^dbTX]1TXYX]V
^]FTS]TbSPh
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on Thursday.
“Wang Yi conveyed that at
the highest level of leadership
of the two countries, there is
consensus on the importance of
bilateral relations for Asia and
the world,” the release said.
“Wang Yi said the border
issue is important and we
should stay committed to
peacefully addressing it
through consultation and coordination,” it said.
The meeting between
Wang Yi and Rawat came
ahead of the virtual meeting of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
with President Xi Jingping and
other heads of states of the
BRICS combine on Thursday.

Incidentally, Wang Yi was
the first Chinese minister to
visit India this March since the
stand-offs erupted at the Line
of Actual Control (LAC) in
Eastern Ladakh in May 2020
leading to major flare up. He
held talks with External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar to find
ways for early disengagement
of troops from the friction
points.
In the first meeting
between Wang Yi and Rawat,
the Chinese foreign minister
said the two countries should
support rather than undermine each other and enhance
trust rather than be
suspicious.

HZ]]T`_dZUVcViZeWc`^>G2CRfe¶d 2WX]PQXVVTbcbTRdaXchcWaTPc) 0dbcaP[XP
TR]]e`cVSV]dcRZdVdR]]ZVd¶VjVSc`hd

=4F34;78

Q <D<108

mid an unprecedented
A
rebellion that his party is
reeling under, Shiv Sena chief
spokesperson Sanjay Raut on
Thursday set the cat among the
pigeons when he — in his
apparent over-enthusiasm to
placate the rebel Sena MLAs —
said that if the aggrieved party
legislators wanted the Sena to
quit the Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) they should come and
place their demand before
Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray.
Raut’s statement — though
it came in the form of an
appeal to the rebel Shiv Sena
MLAs camping at a Guwahati
hotel — came on a day when
the Sena allies pledged their
support to the Uddhav
Thackeray-led
MVA
Government. Understandably

so, Raut’s remarks upset the
MVA leaders, including NCP
chief Sharad Pawar, as it meant
the Sena was ready to forsake
its ruling allies to save the
party.
In an appeal made to the
rebel Sena MLAs camping in
Guwahati to return to Mumbai
within 24 hours and meet
Uddhav Thackeray, he said,
“You (rebel Sena MLAs) say
you are real Shiv Sainiks and
will not quit the party. We are
ready to consider your demand
provided you come back to
Mumbai in 24 hours and discuss the issue with CM Uddhav
Thackeray. Your demand will
be considered positively. Don’t
write letters on Twitter and
WhatsApp”
He was talking to the
media after a meeting of Sena
MLAs at the CM’s official residence.

   Q

ustralia on Thursday said
A
China is the “biggest security anxiety” as it is seeking to

shape the world in a way that
was not seen before. It also
slammed China for its
“appalling behaviour” towards
Indian soldiers two years ago in
the Galwan valley in Ladakh.
Twenty Indian Army personnel, including the commanding officer, were killed in
a bloody brawl with the
Chinese troops on June 15,
2020. These remarks by visiting Australian Deputy Prime
Minister and Defence Minister
Richard Marles here came
against the backdrop of China
flexing its muscles in the IndoPacific, the South China Sea
and the ongoing tension at the
border in Ladakh.
Sounding this note of cauBWXeBT]P<?BP]YPhAPdcP]S<;0b:P[_TbW?PcX[P]S=XcX]3TbW\dZWX]cTaPRc
tion, Marles said India too has
fXcWcWT\TSXPPUcTacWT<;0baTcda]TSUa^\aTQT[_Pach[TPSTa4Z]PcWBWX]ST´b
similar security concerns and
RP\_X]6dfPWPcXX]<d\QPX^]CWdabSPh
?C8 that Australia stands in soli-

darity with New Delhi over its
border row with China.
He also expressed concern
over growing defence and security cooperation between China
and Russia, suggesting that it
could have implications for
the region. The visiting dignitary made these observations
during an interaction with
journalists.
Marles said New Delhi and
Canberra are strongly committed to expand defence and
security ties as his country
sees India as “completely central” to its world view.
“For Australia, China is our
largest trading partner and so
is for India. For Australia,
China is our largest security
concern, that is also the same
for India,” he said.
India and Australia are
working closely together to
build our relationship economically but also in the context of defence so that together we are engaging more deeply
to enhance the defence and

security of both our nations,
Marles said.
In an apparent reference to
the Galwan Valley clashes in
eastern Ladakh over two years
back, Marles said his country
stands in solidarity with India
in respect of that incident.
Twenty Indian Army personnel, including the commanding
officer, were killed in a bloody
brawl with the Chinese troops
on June 15, 2020. More than 40
Chinese soldiers were also
killed in the clash.
China is seeking to “shape
the world around it in a way
that we have not seen before”,
and that has resulted in “more
assertive Chinese behaviour”,
especially in the last couple of
years, Marles said.
“We’ve seen it in respect of
the Line of Actual Control
(LAC)… the incident that
occurred a couple of years ago,
where there was an appalling
behaviour towards Indian soldiers, and we stand in solidarity with India in respect of that

incident,” he said
China’s growing assertiveness in the South China Sea is
aimed at deterring Australia’s
activities to protect the rulesbased order in that region,
including the freedom of navigation and overflight, Marles
said. Greater cooperation
between Australia and India in
the face of such Chinese
assertiveness is “absolutely
imperative,” he said.
“It is really important that
we live in a world where there
is a rules-based order, where
disputes between countries
are resolved as per a set of
rules and in a peaceful way,”
Marles said. On the Ukraine
crisis, Marles said, “What we
are seeing in UKraine is having an impact on global food
supply and that is a real concern.”
He said a large country
was seeking to overpower a
smaller neighbor and this
principle was there too in the
Indo-Pacific.
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he
Enforcement
T
Directorate (ED) has
accepted Congress president

ith
Delhi
and
W
Maharashtra recording
sharp surge in Covid cases, the
total caseload is likely to cross
15,000 mark on Thursday
against 13,000 reported a day
ago.
As per the Government
data, Delhi on Thursday
reported 1,934 new Covid
cases, almost double from the
day before. The national
Capital’s active cases tally was
recorded at 5,755, while the
test positivity rate (TPR) was
recorded at 8.10 per cent.
Maharashtra reported 5,218
new cases of Covid-19, a jump
of almost 60 per cent from the
day before when the State had
reported 3,260 infections.
Mumbai had also recorded a jump of 50 per cent in
fresh infections, as the metropolitan on Thursday recorded
2,479 new cases. On
Wednesday, the financial
Capital had recorded 1,648

cases.
Meanwhile, causing concern a June 21 report of Indian
SARS-CoV-2 Consortium on
Genomics (INSACOG) says
that 44 samples from
Bengaluru sent for genome
sequencing between June 2
and June 9 were found to be
infected with BA.3, BA.4 and
BA.5 sub-lineages of Covid
variant Omicron.
India’s total tally of Covid19 cases has touched more
than 4,33,44,958, while the
active cases crossed 83,990,

according to the Union Health
Ministry data updated on
Thursday. The death toll has
climbed to 5,24,941 with 38
new fatalities.
Concerned at the rising
cases, Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya directed
officials to continue to focus
on surveillance and whole
genome sequencing to scan
any possible mutations while
stressing on adequate testing
and effective monitoring to
assess the spread of infection
in a timely manner.

Sonia Gandhi’s plea to defer her
questioning in connection with
a money laundering case linked
to the National Herald newspaper. The ED has now asked
her to record her statement
with the agency sometime in
late July.
She was issued a second
summons for June 23 by the
agency but the 75-year-old
Congress leader could not keep
the date as she is recuperating
from post-Covid implications.
She has been strictly advised to
rest at home following her
hospitalisation on account of
Covid and lung infection.
The ED has advanced her
questioning in the case for
about four weeks and asked her
to depose sometime in the last
week of July, sources said.
The move comes following
a plea from Sonia, communicated on Wednesday to the ED,
to postpone the questioning by

a few weeks in the wake of
medical advice to take rest.
Sonia was first issued the
notice for an appearance on
June 8 but after she reported
positive for Covid-19, the
summons for June 23 was
issued. The Congress president
was on Monday discharged
from a private Delhi hospital
where she was admitted for
treatment of Covid-19.
She was admitted to the
hospital on June 12, days after
she tested positive for Covid19 on June 2.
Her son and Congress MP
Rahul Gandhi has been questioned by the agency in the
same case for about 54 hours
over five days.
The probe relates to
alleged financial irregularities
in the Congress-promoted
Young Indian Private Limited,
which owns the National
Herald newspaper. The move
to question the Gandhis was
initiated after the ED recently
registered a fresh case under
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act
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rime Minister Narendra
P
Modi on Thursday said the
members of the BRICS combine have a similar approach to
the governance of global economy and mutual cooperation
can make useful contributions
to the post-Covid economic
recovery.
Underlining this key factor
at the 14th BRICS annual summit of heads of states, he also
said in his opening remarks:
“Our cooperation in several
sectors has benefited our citizens.”
Brazil, China, Russia, India
and South Africa form the
BRICS grouping. China is
hosting the current summit as
the Chair for this year in the
virtual format. India hosted
the 13th summit last year.
The two-day event starting
Thursday saw the participation
of Chinese President Xi
Jinping, Russian President
Vladimir Putin, Prime

?aX\T<X]XbcTa=PaT]SaP<^SXPccT]SbcWT #cW1A82BBd\\XccWa^dVWPeXST^
R^]UTaT]RTX]=Tf3T[WX^]CWdabSPh
?C8

Minister Modi, South African
President Cyril Ramaphosa
and Brazilian President Jair
Bolsonaro.
In his remarks, Modi also
said the structural changes
undertaken in the BRICS in

the last few years increased the
influence of the grouping.
“It is a matter of happiness
that membership of the New
Development Bank (NDB) has
increased,” the Prime Minister
said.
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SIDHU MOOSEWALA KILLING: Murder plot
hatched in August '21; Attempt made in Jan
MONIKA MALIK n
CHANDIGARH

lans to eliminate Punjabi
singer-politician Sidhu
P
Moosewala were made in
August last year and an attempt
at his life was to be made in
January this year, "gangster"
Lawrence Bishnoi - the "prime
accused" in the matter - has
allegedly told the Punjab police
while "confessing" his hand in
the brutal killing.
As per revelations made by
Lawrence Bishnoi during his
interrogation by Punjab police,
the "shooters" had reached
Sidhu Moosewala's home town,
Mansa, on May 25 - four days
before the Punjabi singer's
killing on May 29. "Since then,
they were looking for an opportunity to kill Moosewala. An
attempt was also made on May
27 also, but they could not succeed," said the state Additional
Director General of Police
(ADGP), Anti-Gangster Task
Force (SGTF), Pramod Ban,
who is heading the investigation in the matter.
Ban, addressing the media
to share the status of the probe
into Sidhu Moosewala's killing,
maintained that his killers had
started planning Moosewala's
murder in August last year, and
recce were conducted at least

thrice. He said that a group of
shooters had reached Mansa in
January "but could not succeed.
Then, a different group of
shooters reached Mansa on
May 25, who ultimately succeeded in killing Sidhu
Moosewala on May 29 in
which AK-series weapon was
used besides 9 mm pistols".
"Shooters had brought
some weapons with them but
they also received more
weapons here. The first attempt
to kill Moosewala was planned
on May 25 but it could not
work out," he added.
The ADGP said that till
now, total 13 accused have
been arrested in the case,
including the latest arrest of
Sirsa-resident Baldev alias
Nikku on Thursday. Ban said
that Nikku had carried out
recce along with Sandeep
Kekda, took selfie with
Moosewala outside his house
on May 29, gave signal to the
waiting shooters, and passed on
the real-time information
through video call to Canadabased gangster Goldy Brar and
Lawerence Bishnoi's associate
Sachin Thapan, in Dubai, to
execute the murder plan.
"Nikku and Kekda had
already passed on the information that Sidhu Moosewala
was in the driver's seat in the

Low polling marks
Sangrur by polls
PNS n CHANDIGARH

oting enthusiastically in
the past, Sangrur's elecV
torate on Thursday surprised
all political parties with only 36
per cent of the total 15.69 lakh
eligible voters casting their
vote in the by-election.
Attribute it to the low
enthusiasm among the voters
or the timing coinciding with
the paddy transplantation, only
36.04 per cent of the electorate cast their vote in the
bypoll to Sangrur parliamentary constituency - which had
witnessed a voter turnout of
77.21 per cent in 2014, and
72.40 per cent in 2019 elections
- till 5 pm.
Already witnessing a multicornered contest, the extremely low polling percentage has
left all political parties baffled.
The ones who were claiming
huge victory till a day before
were visibly ill at ease till the
evening.
With 41.56 per cent,
Malerkotla assembly constituency saw the highest voter
turnout; while Lehra Gaga
assembly segment witnessed
lowest polling at 32 per cent.
Other assembly segments of
Dirba recorded 40.58 per cent
turnout, followed by Bhadaur
with 38.03 per cent, Mehal
Kalan with 37 per cent, and
Barnala with 36.23 per cent.
Polling began at 8 am
amid tight security, and will
continue till 6 pm, officials said,
adding that the votes will be
counted on June 26. The
polling turnout figures were
shared till 5 pm, with the final
figures to be declared on Friday
by the office of state Chief
Electoral Office.
There are 15,69,240 eligible voters - 8,30,056 men,
7,39,140 women and 44 transgenders - in the Sangrur parliamentary constituency. A
total of 16 candidates, includ-

ing three women, are in the
fray.
The state election commission has set up nine pink
booths, one for each at a constituency, to encourage participation of women voters. The
polling staff at these booths
entirely comprises of women.
Among the first voters
were AAP candidate Gurmail
Singh, his wife and mother,
who cast their votes at
Gharachon village, while BJP
candidate Kewal Singh Dhillon
and his family exercised their
franchise at Barnala. Punjab
Finance Minister Harpal
Cheema and Lehra MLA
Barinder Kumar Goyal also
cast their votes early in the
morning.
Senior Shiromani Akali
Dal (Sanyukt) leaders Sukhdev Singh Dhindsa and
Parminder Singh Dhindsa voted at their native village,
Ubhawal. The bypoll is the first
test of popularity for AAP
after its impressive performance in the assembly elections.
The bypoll comes at a time
when the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) is facing heat over the
law-and-order issue and the
killing of Punjabi singer Sidhu
Moosewala.
Election to this seat was
necessitated after Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann
resigned as Sangrur MP after
he won from Dhuri Vidhan
Sabha segment and was later
swore in as CM. Mann had
won his first election as
Sangrur MP in 2014 with a
record margin of over 2.10 lakh
votes defeating SAD candidate Sukhdev Singh Dhindsa.
In 2014, four AAP MPs
won from Punjab and in 2019
Mann was the lone AAP MP in
Parliament and he had defeated the then Congress candidate
Kewal Singh Dhillon by more
than 1.1 lakh votes.
In 2022, AAP got a record

non-bullet proof vehicle, without any security. They also
followed Sidhu Moosewala's
Thar for some distance on the
bike, and then signalled the
shooters waiting on the road in
Corolla and Bolero. After signalling them, both of them left
from there," said Ban, adding
that Nikku is a proclaimed
offender in at least 14 other
cases.
Ban said that the accused
"on the ground" were not in
direct touch with Lawrence
Bishnoi, but Goldy Brar and
Sachin Thapan were.
Disclosing further, AGTF
chief said that during interrogation, Lawrence Bishnoi has
confessed that he had hatched
the conspiracy to kill
Moosewala with his younger
brother Anmol, Goldy Brar, and
Sachin Thapan. "Bishnoi said
that he was using a mobile
phone inside the Tihar jail to
remain in contact with others,"
he added.

Revenge
of
Middukhera killing real
motive: ADGP
ADGP Ban said that the
murder of Youth Akali leader
Vicky Middukhera in Mohali
was the real motive behind
Moosewala's killing. "Lawrence

Bishnoi suspected that
Moosewala was involved in
the murder of Middukhera,
who was his college friend....As
per police investigation,
Moosewala's
hand
in
Middukhera's killing was not
established...This is just an
assumption or suspicion by the
Lawrence Bishnoi gang," he
added.

Sachin Thapan's
confession in TV interview a ploy to misled the
probe: ADGP
Referring to the interview
Sachin Thapan gave to a media
channel claiming that he had
shot at Moosewala, ADGP Ban
said: "This was aimed to mislead the police...The idea was
that the police would search
Sachin, and others will escape
easily." ADGP said that in
January, Lawrence Bishnoi had
sent his brother Anmol abroad
for his safety in the follow up of
the murder which was in the
planning stage at the time.
Sachin Bishnoi (Thapan) had
gone abroad in April. It has
been learnt they both were in
Dubai. Fake passports, made
outside Punjab, were used by
Sachin and Anmol, he said
adding, "We have started proceedings for their extradition".

ECI SEEKS EXPLANATION FROM
PUNJAB CS, SANGRUR DC
aking strong note, the ECI had sought explanation from
Punjab Chief Secretar y and Sangrur Deputy
Commissioner asking why an extension in the polling time
was sought towards the closing hours, while pointing out that
it amounted to “attempt of unduly interfering in the election process and influence certain class of voters”.
The commission said the letter of the returning officer
and subsequent request by the chief secretary at 4:05pm
amount to “attempt of unduly interfering in the election
process and influence certain class of voters by conveying
them to expedite voting or wait for time extension.”The commission condemns such behaviour by the officers during election process, it said.In a strongly-worded letter to the chief
electoral officer of Punjab, the EC expressed “displeasure”
on the “unwarranted communication making request for
extension of poll timing on the poll day for reasons which
pre-existed even during notification of the byelection”.Officials said the plea taken to extend time was that
people were still working in paddy fields. It was a fact which
was already known when the notification was issued.“I have
been directed to state that detailed explanation from the chief
secretary and returning officer shall be called regarding reasons and circumstances and new facts that arose in the afternoon of polling day, necessitating writing of such letter so
as to reach commission by tomorrow (Friday) 1pm to take
further decision on initiating disciplinary proceedings,” the
letter by an EC secretary said.

mandate from Punjab where 92
of their MLAs went in Vidhan
Sabha, and all the nine Vidhan
Sabha constituencies coming
under Sangrur parliamentary
seat was won by AAP MLAs
with a record mandate.
Sangrur Lok Sabha constituency comprise nine
assembly seats - Lehragaga,
Dirba, Sunam, Dhuri, Sangrur
(in Sangrur district),
Malerkotla (in Malerkotla district), Barnala, Bhadaur, and
Mehal Kalan (in Barnala district).
The seat assumes significance for the ruling AAP as the
party has always won since
2014. In 2017, assembly polls,
though the party could win
only 20 seats in Punjab but five
of these 20 were from Sangrur
- Dirba, Sunam, Barnala, Mehal
Kalan, Bhadaur.
Mann's assembly seat,
Dhuri, also falls in the same
parliamentary constituency
and so are the constituencies of
Punjab's Education Minister

Harpal Singh Cheema (Dirba);
and Education Minister
(Barnala).

MANN APPEALS
ECI FOR EXTENSION
IN POLLING TIME
Observing the low polling
percentage, AAP leader and
Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann, in a late afternoon tweet, had urged the
Election Commission of India
to extend the voting time for
the ongoing Sangrur parliamentary bypoll by an hour, till
7 pm.
Taking to Twitter, Mann
said that a large section of electorate in rural area was busy in
paddy transplantation and had
been unable to exercise its
franchise. The same was followed by separate requests by
the Returning Officer-cumDeputy Commissioner and the
Chief Secretary to the Election
Commission to extend the
timings.
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from every state and we are
moving forward". Khattar said
that the central leadership has
praised the alliance for these
election results and before this,
they had also praised the Rajya
Sabha elections.
"Our organization works
from below the booth level and

Notably, Delhi police special cell
had arrested two shooters Fauji and Kashis alias Kuldeep;
and Keshav who had transported the shooters of the
Bolero module after the incident.
"Shooter Priyavrat Fauji
has been arrested by the Delhi
police special cell and some
weapons were also recovered
which would be analysed by the
forensic experts whether they
match with the one used in the
murder," said ADGP Ban.

Contrary to the previous
theory of shooters using AN94
to kill Moosewala, ADGP Ban
claimed that a pistol and AKseries weapons were used in the
murder. He said: "We are waiting for forensic analysis of
weapons recovered from shooters by Delhi police to state if
these were used in Moosewala's
killing or not."

Since the constitution of the
AGTF, as many as 147 gangsters
and criminals have been arrested, 37 gangster modules have
been busted, and over 130
weapons along with ammunition have been recovered, said
ADGP Ban. Ban said that the
police have received some complaints from the Punjabi music
industry about extortion and
threats. "Since the murder,
about 35 ransom calls in name
of Lawrence and Goldy Brar
have been made but these are
being done by local criminals
or conmen making calls via
internet. Some originated from
Jarkhand and Madhya
Pradesh," he said.

147 Gangsters/Criminals
AK-series weapon Arrested by AGTF till
used in attack: ADGP
date

Punjab Police to
question
shooter
Priyavrat Fauji in Delhi

Punjab police team is in
New Delhi to interrogate the
arrested shooter Priyawarat
Fauji and others, who are in
custody of the Delhi police.

Municipal councils, municipalities to prepare
their own budget every year, says Haryana CM

gives information about public
welfare schemes to every voter
and is also constantly in touch
with them," he added.
Earlier, the Chief Minister
welcomed Himachal Pradesh
Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur
and Himachal Pradesh MPs
and MLAs on their arrival in

Haryana. During the discussion, he gave information about
the Khelo India Youth Games2021 organized by Haryana
recently. Haryana Vidhan
Sabha Speaker, Gian Chand
Gupta, state BJP President, OP
Dhankar amongst others were
present on this occasion.

Justice Sayed sworn in as Chief Justice of HP
High Court

Shimla: Justice Amjad Ahtesham Sayed was sworn in as the
Chief Justice of the Himachal Pradesh High Court on
Thursday. He was administered the oath of office by
Governor Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar in a simple but impressive ceremony held at Raj Bhawan. Chief Minister Jai Ram
Thakur was also present on the occasion. Chief Secretary Ram
Subhag Singh conducted the proceedings of the oath ceremony
and read out the Warrant of Appointment issued by the
President of India. Secretary to Governor Rajesh Sharma
obtains the signature of the Governor and Chief Justice on
the Oath Form. Jal Shakti Minister Mahender Singh Thakur,
Urban Development Minister Suresh Bhardwaj, Judges of
Himachal Pradesh High Court, Leader of Opposition Mukesh
Agnihotri, Member of Parliament Pratibha Singh, Advocate
General Ashok Sharma, Director General of Police Sanjay
Kundu, Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of various boards and
corporations, senior officers of the state government and other
prominent people were also present on the occasion. PNS

3 MBBS students in Haryana killed as car
catches fire after colliding with divider
Chandigarh/Sonepat: Three MBBS students were killed and
three sustained serious burn injuries after the car they were
travelling in caught fire as it rammed into a divider on the
Jhajjar-Meerut national highway on the intervening night of
Wednesday and Thursday. The deceased were identified as
Pulkit of Narnaul, Sandesh of Rewari and Rohit of Gurugram,
said the Sonepat police. All three were third-year students at
Post Graduate Institute of Medical Sciences (PGIMS),
Rohtak. The students who sustained serious burn injuries were
identified as Ankit, Narbir and Sombir and have been referred
to the PGIMS, Rohtak. PNS

Haryana becomes first state in country to issue
drug factory licenses online, says Health Minister

T

Haryana and Himachal BJP elected representatives sign
nomination proposal of Murmu for President's election
he MPs and MLAs of
Haryana and Himachal
Pradesh signed the nomination
proposal for the nomination of
NDA candidate Draupadi
Murmu for the Presidential
election at Haryana Niwas here
in the presence of the Chief
Ministers of both the states.
Talking to reporters later,
Har yana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar said that
the Chief Ministers of the
states have been called to Delhi
on Friday.
Asked about the results of
Urban Local Bodies elections,
the Chief Minister said that he
is grateful to the people of the
state who have elected BJP
and JJP in majority in the civic
polls. He said that we are moving ahead in the elections. "In
this election our alliance got
almost 60 percent of the votes,"
he said, adding, "Congress had
already left the field and ran
away.
Now gradually the
Congress is being removed

A separate FIR has been
registered in this case under the
Passport Act and other sections
of the Indian Penal Code (IPC)
at Mohali, and the matter is
being taken up with the appropriate authorities to probe
issuance of fake passports and
their extradition.
"We had also got details
about the financiers of these
gangsters, weapon suppliers,
and other helping hands, and as
many as 19 accused had been
arrested by different district
police," he said.

BRIEFS

Chandigarh: Haryana Health and Family Welfare Minister
Anil Vij on Thursday said that Haryana has become the first
state in India, where online license will be issued to a factory manufacturing medicine. He said that the process of applying for a license online is very simple. The applicant has to
apply for his drug sales and manufacture/production license
at statedrugs.gov.in. Apart from Haryana, three other states
are Goa, Delhi and Jammu-Kashmir issue online licenses for
drug sales, while Haryana is the first state to issue online licenses for drug manufacturing, blood centers, etc. Vij informed
that ONDLS portal was launched by him in Ambala recently. PNS
PNS n CHANDIGARH

aryana Chief Minister
H
Manohar Lal Khattar on
Thursday said that all the
Municipal Councils and
Municipalities will prepare
their own budget every year
and will also prepare a
roadmap for the development
of their respective areas.
Addressing the newly
elected chairpersons of the
Civic Bodies, Khattar congratulated all the chairpersons present there on being elected and
gave suggestions to further
execute the development works
in their respective areas while
consulting with the councilors,
MLAs and the people of the
party. The Chief Minister further said that soon such a system would be made at the CM
House in Chandigarh so that
the representatives of the civic
bodies would be able to seek

guidance regarding their problems. Khattar said that for the
first time in the state, chairpersons of municipal bodies
have been directly elected by
the public. In such a situation,
while working amicably with
the councilors, all the newly
elected representatives should
focus on developing the backward areas on priority basis.
Besides this they should also
try to meet the expectations of
the people. He called upon all
the representatives to work
with complete honesty and
transparency. He asked the
newly elected chairpersons and
office bearers of the organization to make other people join
the party while following the
party’s ideology. He said that
the graph of the party is
increasing continuously since
the year 2014 and this momentum has to be maintained even
further.

AAP Govt’s first budget session
from today, Opp ready to target
over law and order
Finance Minister Cheema to present
budget on June 27
PNS n CHANDIGARH

unjab Vidhan Sabha’s fiveday budget session is set to
P
begin from Friday with the
opposition ready with all the
ammunition to target the ruling Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
over the issue of “deteriorating”
law and order, especially the
brutal daylight killing of Punjab
singer Sidhu Moosewala;
besides delay in fulfilling it
major pre-poll promises.
AAP, which has come to
the power in Punjab for the
first time and that too amidst
the state’s poor fiscal position,
would face a major challenge to
implement the “guarantees” it
gave to the people of the state
in the run up to state assembly
polls. AAP, in March this year,
formed the government in
Punjab with a thumping majority of 92 seats in a 117-member House.
Finance Minister Harpal
Singh Cheema, who had
sought suggestions and opinions from the people of all categories, has already made it
clear that AAP’s maiden budget would be ‘Janta Budget’ (the
people’s budget). Notably, the
ruling dispensation had
received suggestions from the
general public to allocate more
funds in education, health,
and agriculture sectors, which
sources said, are among the key
focus areas of the State
Government which will reflect
in the state budget, to be pre-

sented on June 27.
On the first day of the session, the House will assemble
for obituary references and
motion of thanks on the
Governor’s address, he gave
during the previous session,
followed by a discussion on it.
After presentation of budget proposals on June 27
(Monday), the general discussion on the budget will take
place. According to the tentative schedule, the budget session will continue till June
30.Opposition Congress, the
BJP, and SAD have targeted the
Mann Government over
alleged deteriorating law and
order situation, especially in the
wake of the previous month’s
gruesome killing of globallyrenowned Punjabi singer Sidhu
Moosewala.
They have also slammed
the State Government over
“unfulfilled promises".Notably,
the Punjab Assembly, in
March, had passed a vote-onaccount for the first three
months (April-June) of the
financial year 2022-23.The
challenge for AAP, which had
in the run up to the assembly
polls blamed previous regimes
of pushing the state into a fiscal mess, will be to get the state
economy back on track. Mann
had recently said the AAP
government’s focus was to provide jobs to youth, develop
schools and hospitals, and
eradicate corruption and mafia,
to make the state ’Rangla’
(vibrant) Punjab again.

Khattar congratulates Haryana girls for bagging
6 golds out of total 8 won by India in wrestling
at under-17 Asian Championship
Chandigarh: Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar
on Thursday congratulated the daughters of the State for proving their mettle in wrestling at the recently held Under-17 Asian
Championship at Bishkek in Kyrgyzstan. In this competition,
out of the total 10 medals, seven have been won by Haryana
including six golds and one bronze. Total seven daughters participated in this event and each one of them won the medal.
"By winning 7 medals, including 6 gold and one bronze, out
of the total 10 won by the country,," said Khattar. PNS

52 Haryana players conferred with Bhim Award
Chandigarh: Haryana Governor Bandaru Dattatraya on
Thursday conferred Bhim Awards to 52 players of Haryana
for their outstanding achievements in sports. Each Awardee
was given Rs 5 lakh as cash award along with Bhim Statue,
tie, blazer and citations. They will also be given Rs 5000 per
month as honorarium. The Bhim Award Felicitation ceremony
was organised on the occasion of International Olympic Day
at Indradhanush Auditorium, Panchkula. PNS

Vehicle Scrap Policy to be implemented soon in
Haryana
Chandigarh: Haryana Chief Secretary Sanjeev Kaushal on
Thursday said that the Vehicle Scrap Policy notified by the
Central Government will soon be implemented in the State.
On the lines of this policy, Haryana Transport Department
has prepared the draft policy, which will be studied by the
departments concerned in 10 days. The Chief Secretary was
holding a review meeting here today regarding the implementation of Vehicle Scrap Policy in Haryana. PNS

Power plants, industries, agriculture, horticulture, infrastructure consumers in Haryana asked
to re-use Treated Wastewater
Chandigarh: Laying emphasis on the re-use of treated wastewater, Haryana Water Resources Authority, Chairperson,
Keshni Anand Arora directed the officers of the concerned
departments including the bulk consumers like thermal power
plants, industries, agriculture, horticulture, infrastructure, etc.
in the state to strictly follow the norms laid down under the
Re-use of Treated Waste Water Policy, 2019. PNS

Jails in Haryana to be revamped, says CS
Chandigarh: Haryana Chief Secretary Sanjeev Kaushal
while presiding over a review meeting regarding fire safety
audit in jails has directed the officials concerned to formulate a fire fighting scheme as per the National Building Code
so as to protect the jails from fire incidents. The Chief Secretary
also directed the jail officials to strictly adhere to the fire safety norms in the jails in the next three months. PNS

Children's writing workshop on June 24
Chandigarh: Chandigarh Literary Society (CLS) is organizing a workshop on creative writing for children on Friday at
Gurukul Global School. Authors Chandra Shekhar Verma and
Sonika Sethi shall be conducting this one-day workshop to
learn the fundamentals of creative writing in English and
Hindi, CLS Chairperson Dr Sumita Misra said. PNS

Drinking water to be provided in Punjab govt
Volvo buses
Chandigarh: The Punjab Government has decided to provide bottles of drinking water to passengers travelling in Volvo
buses of the state government. Transport Minister Laljeet Singh
Bhullar said that concerted efforts were being made to bring
Punjab Roadways and other state transport buses on track.
He said directions had already been issued to implement the
time-table of state transport buses in letter and spirit. No
change and interference in the execution of time-table will be
tolerated, said Bhullar adding that bus services were being
made more comfortable with needful changes. PNS
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CONGRESS DARES ED TO PROBE ADANI GROUP
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fter senior Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi's five-day
A
grilling by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED), the Congress on
Thursday asked when the probe
agency would question the Adani
Group over allegations that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi was
pushing its case for a project in Sri
Lanka. The party accused the ED
of taking "enforced directives"
from the Modi Government.
The Sri Lanka issue was
reported in a section of the media,
but has been denied by the
Lankan Government as well as the
Adani Group. At an AICC press
conference, Congress spokesperson Gourav Vallabh cited reports
of the chairperson of the Stateowned Ceylon Electricity Board
(CEB) in Sri Lanka making claims
before a parliamentary panel that
the Indian Prime Minister had
allegedly "pressurised" Sri Lankan
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa to
award a wind power project to the
Adani Group.
"What was his compulsion?
Why are ED and other agencies
sleeping on this information?"
the Congress leader asked.
"Is this not a case of corruption worth investigating? Which
bureaucrats or Ministers is the ED

planning to call for an investigation? Has the ED ever called anyone from the Adani Group, or is
it planning to call to investigate
these serious allegations? What
credibility does an agency like the
ED have... (it) is on a political
witch-hunt but failing on its duty
of investigating severe allegations

and crimes," he said.
CEB Chairperson MMC
Ferdinando, who claimed before
a parliamentary panel that Modi
allegedly influenced Gotabaya
Rajapaksa to award a wind power
project to the Adani Group in the
island nation, resigned a day after
retracting his statement.
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he NDA's presidential
candidate Droupadi
Murmu who is expected
to file her nomination papers on
Friday called on Vice-President
M Venkaiah Naidu and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi here
on Thursday. Naidu's wife Usha
received Murmu at the portico
of the Upa-Rashtrapati Nivas.
Accompanied by Union
Minister Virendra Singh,
Murmu was with the Naidus for
nearly 30 minutes.
After arriving from Odisha
on Thursday morning, she met
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Home Minister Amit Shah.
Modi said her nomination has
been appreciated across all sections of society.
"Met Smt. Droupadi
Murmu ji. Her presidential
nomination has been appreciated by all sections of society.
Her understanding of grassroots
problems and vision for India's

development is outstanding,"
the Prime Minister said in a
tweet.
Murmu (64) is expected to
file her nomination papers on
Friday for the July 18 poll. The
Opposition has fielded former
Union Minister Yashwant Sinha
as its joint candidate for the
post. Murmu is expected to visit
different States to canvas for
votes after her nomination.
Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh Chauhan
asked people to celebrate on

<ZUdRdj`f_XRd$R]d`
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hildren as young as threeyears-old also suffer from
long Covid that can last
at least two months, according
to a study published in The
Lancet Child & Adolescent
Health. The most commonly
reported symptoms among
these children were mood
swings, rashes and stomach
aches. In one of the largest studies,
researchers
from
Copenhagen
University
Hospital, Denmark analysed
data from a survey of 11,000
children aged 0-14 with a positive Covid-19 test result
between January 2020 and July
2021.
The data were then
matched by age and sex to over
33,000 children who had never
tested positive for Covid.
Among 4 to 11-year-olds
the most commonly reported
symptoms were mood swings,
trouble remembering or concentrating, rashes, and among
12 to 14-year-olds it was fatigue,
mood swings and trouble
remembering or concentrating. The results of the study

C
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prominently during the first Warfare
and Aerospace Strategy Programme
(WASP) that will conclude with a
Capstone Seminar here on Friday.
The seminar will be conducted by
the Indian Air Force (IAF) under the
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found children diagnosed with
Covid-19 in all age groups to be
more likely to experience at least
one symptom for two months or
longer than the control group.
In the 0 to 3-year age group
40 per cent of children diagnosed with Covid-19 (478 of
1,194 children) experienced
symptoms for longer than two
months, compared to 27 per
cent of controls (1,049 of 3,855
children).
For the 4 to 11-year age
group, the ratio was 38 per cent
of cases (1,912 of 5,023 children)
compared to 34 per cent of controls (6,189 of 18,372 children),
and for the 12 to 14-year age
group, 46 per cent of cases
(1,313 of 2,857 children) compared to 41 per cent of controls
(4,454 of 10,789 children) experienced long-lasting symptoms.
"Our findings align with
previous studies of long Covid
in adolescents showing that,
although the chances of children
experiencing long Covid is low,
especially compared to control
groups, it must be recognised
and treated seriously," said
Professor Selina Kikkenborg
Berg from the hospital.

Friday when she filed her
nomination papers in Delhi
for the post. "A new revolution
is taking place. Those who
were last in society in the
development race are being
honoured and lifted up to
shape the country's future,"
Chouhan said.
Chouhan and State BJP
president VD Sharma, both of
whom were wearing tribal
outfits, danced with a large
group of tribal people at the
party office here on the occasion. "The move honours the
entire tribal community, not
just Droupadi Murmuji,"
Chouhan said, noting that
the State's population includes
around two crore tribal people."A tribal sister will be
occupying the country's highest constitutional post. It is a
matter of pride," he said.

he CPI(M) Polit Bureau on
Thursday accused the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) of
utilsing central agencies and
Gujarat and Assam State
Governments for destablising
the Maharashtra Government.
CPI(M) general secretary
Sitaram Yechury said central
agencies were being misused by
the BJP to topple the State
Governments run by other parties.
“The Polit Bureau of the
CPI(M) strongly condemns the
manner in which MLAs
belonging to the Shiv Sena
have been spirited away to
Surat and then to Guwahati,
both of which are BJP-ruled
States. This has been done by

T
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he The Election Commission (EC)
on Thursday sought an explanation
T
from Punjab's Chief Secretary and the
Deputy Commissioner of Sangrur to
explain why they sought extension of
polling time towards closing hours at 4
P.M. without any new facts appearing on
the day of polling, thereby attempting to
influence a section of voters.
It said the letter of the Returning Officer
and a subsequent request by the Chief
Secretary at 4:05 P.M. amounted to
"attempt to unduly interfere in the election process and influence a certain class
of voters by conveying them to expedite
voting or wait for time extension." The
commission condemns such behaviour
by the officers during the election
process, it said.
In a strongly-worded letter to the
Chief Electoral Officer (CEO) of Punjab,
the EC expressed "displeasure" on the
"unwarranted communication making

aegis of the College of Air Warfare and
Centre for Air Power Studies. The IAF
chief VR Chaudhari will deliver the
keynote address. Senior officers from
all the three Services, air power scholars, academia from principal think
tanks and premier colleges of the
country will take part in the event.
This Capstone Seminar aims to
showcase the learning objectives of the
WASP and help the IAF leadership to
validate the desired outcomes from the
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arnataka Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai who is
one of the proposers of
NDA presidential candidate
Droupadi Murmu’s name
reached the national Capital
on Thurday. This is Bommai’s
second visit this month,
which also sparked off speculation about the muchawaited expansion of his
Cabinet.
His schedule in the
national Capital includes
meeting Union Ministers.
Though there is no reference to any meeting with
party leaders in the schedule,
speculation is that it is the BJP
central leadership that has

K
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request for extension of poll timing on
polling day for reasons which pre-existed even during notification of the byelection."
Officials said the plea taken to
extend time was that people were still
working in the paddy fields. It was a fact
which was already known when the notification was issued.
"I have been directed to state that a
detailed explanation from the Chief
Secretary and Returning Officer shall be
called regarding reasons and circumstances and new facts that arose on the
afternoon of polling day, necessitating
writing of such a letter so as to reach the
Commission by Friday 1.00 P.M. to take
a further decision on initiating disciplinary proceedings," the letter by an EC
Secretary said.
The Sangrur Lok Sabha bypoll was
necessitated after Bhagwant Mann won
a seat in the Punjab Assembly elections
recently and became the State's Chief
Minister.

bcF0B?c^\d[[^]RWP]VX]V]PcdaT^UfPaUPaT
ssues like the optimum use of air
power for national security and the
Ichanging
nature of warfare will figure
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During a hearing of the
Committee On Public Enterprises
(COPE), Ferdinando had said
Rajapaksa summoned him after a
meeting in November last year
and told him that the wind power
project must be awarded to Adani
Group's Gautam Adani as Modi
had urged that it be so. Rajapaksa

had categorically denied
Ferdinando's statement before
the parliamentary panel.
The Adani Group earlier
issued a statement on the controversy. "Our intent in investing in
Sri Lanka is to address the needs
of a valued neighbour. As a
responsible corporate, we see this
as a necessary part of the partnership that our two nations have
always shared," it said
During the press conference,
Vallabh also spoke on Rahul
Gandhi's questioning by the ED
over the last few days and said it
was a clear case of maligning his
reputation and a "mere political
stunt".
He alleged that all central
agencies have been reduced to
pawns in the hands of the
Government. "All these agencies
have been queuing up to collect
their blindfolds only to make a
mockery of themselves," Vallabh
said, adding that the BJP
Government's claims have been
exposed in the last eight years and
it has all been about "antics and
substance".
"A once-reputed agency such
as the ED can no longer be called
the Enforcement Directorate...
(it) is busy taking 'Enforced
Directives' from the Modi
Government," he alleged.

the BJP utilising the State
machinery in both the States.
The Central agencies have also
been utilised to target the
Ministers and Legislators of
the Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
Government with the aim of
destabilising the Maharashtra
Government. This shameless
use of State power is in line with
the BJP’s earlier efforts to target Opposition-ruled State
Governments with a view to
topple them,” said the CPI(M)
Polit Bureau in a statement.
“Condemn gross misuse
of Central agencies and BJP
State Government machinery
to destabilise Maharashtra
MVA Government. Strongly
protest this misuse of State
power to undermine democracy,” said Yechury.

asked Bommai to come to the
Capital.
According to some
sources, there is a possibility
of discussion regarding a
Cabinet rejig during the
meeting, which has been discounted by party sources.
The Chief Minister's
Delhi visit in the backdrop of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's two-day visit to
Karnataka earlier this week
and the BJP national president JP Nadda's tour last
weekend has given rise to
speculations.
Chief Minister Bommai
is under pressure from some
aspirants to expand his
Cabinet at the earliest, ahead
of Assembly polls next year.
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he The National
Investigation Agency
T
(NIA) on Thursday conducted searches at three
locations in Ranga Reddy,
Medak and Secunderabad
districts of Telangana and
arrested three accused persons in a CPI (Maoist)
recruitment case. The case
relates to the conspiracy
and recruitment of one college student, into the fold of
the proscribed terrorist
organisation CPI (Maoist)
by the leaders/members of
the Chaitanya Mahila
Sangham (CMS) , a frontal
organisation of the outfit.
The arrested include
Chukka Shilpa, one
Dongari Devendra and
Dubasi Swapna.
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he Centre on Thursday
appointed senior IPS offiT
cer Dinkar Gupta (1987 batch
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officer of the Punjab Cadre) as
the Director General of the
anti-terror probe agency
National Investigation Agency
(NIA). Meanwhile, Swagat
Das (1987-batch officer,
Chattisgarh cadre) was
appointed Special Secretary
(Internal Security) in the
Union Home Ministry.
He is currently Special
Director in the Intelligence
Bureau (IB).

program. The participants will present
papers on contemporary topics concerning application of air power in
recent conflicts and the changing doctrinal precepts that establish the dominant role of air power in national security, IAF officials said here on
Thursday.
The WASP was conceptualised by
the IAF with the purpose of creating
a pool of mid-career air power practitioners with strategic acumen and a

deep understanding of warfare history and theory.
It aims to enhance the doctrinal
vision of the participants and cultivate
their aptitude for effective arguments
on strategy. It will further hone the
ability of the participants to link varied thoughts and theories about the
whole-of-government approach to
statecraft. The course was organized at
CAW which is IAF's premier institute
for Air Power Studies.
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he Centre on Thursday proposed to the
Supreme Court that if at all the conman
T
Sukesh Chandrashekhar and his wife Leena are
to be shifted outside the Tihar Jail, then they
should be lodged only in Mandoli prison. which
is guarded by paramilitary forces.
The conman is presently in jail for impersonating as Law Secretary and PMO officials by
calling jailed Ranbaxy promoter’s wife and offering bail and extorting more than C200 crore.
Detailing the notorious activities of
Chandrasekhar, the Centre’s counsel said conniving with some Tihar Jail officials, he even called
Supreme Court Judges, impersonating as the Law
Minister and sought favourable orders.
He was first caught for proming to get a favorable decision from the Election Commission in
the AIADMK factions’ case for election symbol.
Chandrasekhar was accused of lobbying for
AIADMK rebel leader Dinakaran to get the party’s
symbol. The Enforcement Directorate (ED)
opposed the transfer of Chandrashekhar and his
wife to any other jail outside Delhi on the alleged
ground of a threat to their life and added that they
will be protected by police personnel from Tamil
Nadu Special Police Force and would be observed
through CCTV cameras.A vacation bench of
Justices CT Ravi Kumar and Sudhanshu Dhulia
asked senior advocate R Basant, appearing for
Chandrashekhar, to file his objections to the
Centre's proposal to shift the accused to Mandoli
Jail and posted the matter for further hearing on

June 30. The bench observed that a person who
is lodged in prison cannot choose which jail he
is to be lodged in. The top court recorded the
submission of Additional Solicitor General SV
Raju, appearing for the Centre of shifting
Chandrashekhar to Mandoli jail, and said since
the court had on June 17 asked the Government
to suggest a name of the jail, where he could be
transferred, the matter could proceed only after
the compliance of the order.
“The ED call it a bribe and I call it extortion
by the jail staff. I along with my wife are facing
a threat to life. Kindly transfer me to some other
prison outside Delhi”, said Advocate Basanth
appearing for the conman, adding that impleadment of ED has still not been allowed and the
agency has nothing to do with the transfer of the
prisoner
ASG Raju on other hand submitted that
Chandrashekhar is a 'conman' and is accused in
nearly three dozen cases and in one of the incidents he has impersonated a Supreme Court judge
and called up a trial court judge to pass orders
in his favour.

E^YdUSXQccUdcg_bdXC"%'Sb_bU
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he Enforcement Directorate
(ED) on Thursday said it has
T
provisionally attached movable
and immovable assets worth
C257 crore in Gurugram, Goa,
Chennai and other places in a
money laundering case against
Unitech Limited.
The total proceeds of crime
detected by the ED in the case
is C6,452 crore.
“The provisionally attached
properties include residential/commercial units, land
parcels, demand drafts, equity
shares and bank account balances. The properties are owned
by CIG (Chandra Investment
Group) Realty Fund and
Authentic Group.Two Separate
Provisional attachment orders
were issued for attaching these
assets, , the ED said in a statement.
The ED had registered a
money laundering case against
Unitech Group on June 6, 2018
following a directive of the
Supreme Court.
The money laundering case
was registered on the basis of
FIRs registered by Economic

Offences Wing (EOW), Delhi
Police and Saket police station
here under various sections of
the Indian Penal Code (IPC)
and relevant provisions of the
Prevention of Corruption Act.
For purchasing these properties, homebuyers’ funds of Rs
244 crore were illegally diverted by the Unitech promoters to
CIG Realty Fund.
The diverted funds were
used to purchase land-owning
companies of Unitech Group,
the agency said.
Aurum Asset Management
Private Limited was one of the
companies controlled by the
Chandra family, the promoters
of the Unitech Group, which
was used to manage the affairs
of CIG Realty Fund. This company was also used by Chandras’
to siphon-off the investors'
funds from the accounts of CIG
Realty Fund, it said.
“The misappropriated funds
were used to finance the illegal
activities of Chandras such as
bribing certain Tihar Jail officials
and other personal expenses of
Ajay Chandra and Sanjay
Chandra,” it said.
In 2007, instead of building

houses, homebuyers’ funds to
the tune of Rs 60.25 crore were
illegally diverted by Chandras to
Authentic Group with an intention to build a seven-star resort
in South Goa. On the basis of
money trail in this matter, the
ED has attached the southern
Goa land for the benefit of
homebuyers, it further said.
During the money laundering investigation, the ED
has arrested five individuals
namely Sanjay Chandra, Ajay
Chandra, Ramesh Chandra,
Preeti Chandra and Rajesh
Malik.
Presently, all of them are in
judicial custody. As many as 45
search operations have been
conducted in this matter and 14
provisional attachment orders
including the current attachments of various domestic and
overseas assets worth a total
value of Rs 1,059.52 crore have
been attached.
The attachment orders
include the attachment of assets
of Carnoustie Group, Shivalik
Group, Trikar Group, CIG
Realty Fund, Authentic Group
and the assets of shell and personal companies of Chandras.
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8GGKDY¶VSUHFDULRXVSRVLWLRQLQ0DKDUDVKWUDPD\
EHDVHWEDFNEXWGRHVQ¶WPHDQWKHHQGRIWKHURDG

0

DKDUDVKWUD&KLHI0LQLVWHU8GGKDY7KDFNHUD\·VGHSDUWXUHIURPKLVRIILFLDO
UHVLGHQFH¶9DUVKD·RQ:HGQHVGD\QLJKWWRKLVIDPLO\KRPH¶0DWRVKUHH·
PD\VHHPWREHDGHFOLQHLIQRWWKHHQGRIKLVIDPLO\·VKROGRYHUWKH
SDUW\WKDWKLVIDWKHU%DO7KDFNHUD\EXLOW,WZDVTXLWHHPRWLRQDOZLWKDODUJHQXP
EHURI6KLY6DLQLNVVKRZLQJVROLGDULW\ZLWKKLP$VHPRWLRQDODVKLV IDUHZHOO"
VSHHFK´:LOOTXLWDV&KLHI0LQLVWHUDQGOHDYHRIILFLDOUHVLGHQFHLIHYHQRQHRI
WKHGLVJUXQWOHG0/$VVD\VKHGRHVQ·WZDQWPHDV&KLHI0LQLVWHUµ+LVVSHHFK
ZDVRQ)DFHERRNDVKHKDVEHHQLQIHFWHGZLWKWKH&RURQDYLUXV+HPDGHWKUHH
PDLQSRLQWVWKDWQHHGWREHKLJKOLJKWHG2QHKHSUHVHQWHGKLPVHOIDVDQDW\SL
FDO SROLWLFLDQ KH LV QRW DPRQJ WKRVH IRU ZKRP
SRZHULVWREHJUDEEHGDWDQ\FRVW´,KDYHNHSW
OHWWHURIP\UHVLJQDWLRQDV&KLHI0LQLVWHUUHDG\
ZLOOLQJWRUHVLJQWKLVYHU\PRPHQWµ7ZRKLVSDUW\
LVVWLOOZLWKKLP´*HWWLQJFDOOVIURP0/$VZKRKDYH
JRQHZLWK(NQDWK6KLQGHWKH\DUHFODLPLQJWKDW
WKH\ZHUHIRUFLEO\WDNHQDZD\µ$QGILQDOO\KHKDV
UHLWHUDWHG KLV DGKHUHQFH WR +LQGX QDWLRQDOLVP
´6KLY6HQDFDQ·WEHVHSDUDWHGIURP+LQGXWYDµ+LV
IROORZHUVDQGV\PSDWKLVHUVZLOODJUHHZLWKKLP
EXWRWKHUVPD\OLNHWRUDLVHDIHZTXHVWLRQV7KH
6KLY 6HQD IRXJKW DQG ZRQ WKH  $VVHPEO\
HOHFWLRQLQDOOLDQFHZLWKWKH%KDUDWL\D-DQDWD3DUW\
ZLWKWKH%-3·V'HYHQGUD)DGQDYLVDVWKHFKLHIPLQLVWHULDOFDQGLGDWH7KHQZK\
GLG6KLY6HQDGLWFKWKH%-3WKHRQO\RWKHU+LQGXWYDIRUFHLQWKHFRXQWU\IRUWKH
SDUWLHVWKDWDUHLQKHUHQWO\DQWL+LQGXWYD"
)XUWKHUDUH6KLY6HQDOHJLVODWRUVFDOYHVDQGFXEVWKDWFRXOGEHIRUFLEO\WDNHQ
DZD\WRD6WDWHKXQGUHGVRIPLOHVDZD\"$QGLIWKDWLVWKHFDVH7KDFNHUD\FDQ
QRWEHDEVROYHGRIWKHEODPHRIKDYLQJJLYHQWLFNHWVWRVRPDQ\ZHDNOLQJVIRU
KHDOVRKDSSHQVWREHWKHVXSUHPHOHDGHURIWKHSDUW\2QHFDQVWLOOV\PSDWKLVH
ZLWKDOHDGHUZKRKDVEHHQDEDQGRQHGE\KLVIROORZHUVEXWKLVFRPSHWHQFHLQ
UXQQLQJWKHSDUW\DQG*RYHUQPHQWOHDYHVDORWWREHGHVLUHG+HREYLRXVO\IDLOHG
WRJDXJHWKHLQWHQVLW\RIUHVHQWPHQWLQKLVRZQSDUW\DVLVHYLGHQWIURPWKHIDFW
WKDWWZRRXWRIWKUHHRIKLV0/$VZHUHZLWK6KLQGH7KHH[RGXVFRQWLQXHV2Q
7KXUVGD\PRUQLQJWKUHHPRUH6HQD0/$V³ 'HHSDN.HVDNDU0DQJHVK.XGDONDU
DQG6DGD6DUYDQNDU³ IOHZWR$VVDPZKHUHWKHUHEHOVDUHFDPSLQJ6RLVWKH
SDUW\RYHUIRU8GGKDYLQGHHGIRUWKH7KDFNHUD\IDPLO\",IWKDWLVWKHFDVHLWPD\
LPSO\WKDWDSROLWLFDOSDUW\KDVEHHQDEOHWRVKUXJRIIWKHVKDFNOHVRIWKHIDPLO\
WKDWELUWKHGLW,WZRXOGKRZHYHUEHSUHPDWXUHWRUHDFKWKHFRQFOXVLRQWKDWWKH
7KDFNHUD\IDPLO\·VSROLWLFDOFDUHHUKDVHQGHGLWLVGRZQEXWLWPD\QRWEHRXW
/LNH&KLUDJ3DVZDQZKRORVWFRQWURORYHUWKH/-3EXWFODLPVWREHWKHLQKHULWRU
RI5DP9LODV3DVZDQ·VOHJDF\/HW·VZDLWDQGZDWFK
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7KH83*RYW¶VDFWLRQRIEXOOGR]LQJLOOHJDOKRXVHV
LQWKH6WDWHKDVUDLVHGDORWRIKHDWDQGGXVW

7

KH<RJL$GLW\DQDWKOHG8WWDU3UDGHVK*RYHUQPHQWKDVEHHQEUD]HQLQJRXWWKHDOOHJD
WLRQVRI¶EXOOGR]HUSROLWLFV·ZKLFKLVEDVLFDOO\DHXSKHPLVPIRUWDUJHWLQJWKRVHSHRSOH
ZKRKDYHEHHQVSHDNLQJRXWDJDLQVWWKHUXOLQJ%-3*RYHUQPHQW7KHLVVXHVQRZEDOOHG
LQWRDPDMRUFRQWURYHUV\DIWHUWKHSURSHUWLHVRIFHUWDLQSHRSOHDFFXVHGRISDUWLFLSDWLQJLQ
YLROHQWSURWHVWVDJDLQVWUHPDUNVE\WZRIRUPHU%KDUDWL\D-DQDWD3DUW\ %-3 OHDGHUVRQ3URSKHW
0XKDPPDGZHUHGHPROLVKHGWRDOOHJHGO\SXQLVKWKHPIRUUDLVLQJWKHLUYRLFHDJDLQVWWKHHVWDE
OLVKPHQW,QIDFWWKHLVVXHKDVUHDFKHGHYHQWKH6XSUHPH&RXUWZKHUHWKH6WDWH*RYHUQPHQW
VXEPLWWHGWKDW´QRSURSHUW\LQWKH6WDWHZDVGHPROLVKHGWRSXQLVKµSHRSOH7KRXJKWKH6WDWH
KDVFODULILHGWKDWEXOOGR]HUVZHUHSUHVVHGLQWRVHUYLFHWRUD]HLOOHJDOFRQVWUXFWLRQVLQDFFRU
GDQFHZLWKPXQLFLSDOODZVDQGDIWHUSURYLGLQJGXHRSSRUWXQLW\WRWKHYLRODWRUVLWLVWRRPXFK
RIDFRLQFLGHQFHWKDWWKHDFWLRQFDPHDERXWVRRQDIWHUSURWHVWVEURNHRXWLQ.DQSXUDQG
3UD\DJUDMLQWKHILUVWIRUWQLJKWRI-XQHDJDLQVWQRZVXV
SHQGHG%-3VSRNHVSHUVRQ1XSXU6KDUPDDQGH[SHOOHG
SDUW\ OHDGHU 1DYHHQ -LQGDO IRU WKHLU UHPDUNV DJDLQVW
3URSKHW0XKDPPDG6XEVHTXHQWO\WKH83*RYHUQPHQW
GHPROLVKHGWKUHHSURSHUWLHVLQWKHVHFLWLHV
7KH*RYHUQPHQWWRRNWKHVWDQGWKDWWKHVHGHPROL
WLRQV´KDGQRUHODWLRQWRWKHULRWVµDQGWKDWWKHDFWLRQV
ZHUHWDNHQDVSDUWRIWKHRQJRLQJGHPROLWLRQGULYHDJDLQVW
HQFURDFKPHQW DQG LOOHJDO FRQVWUXFWLRQ 7KRXJK LW
VRXQGV OLNH WKH ILUVW SODXVLEOH H[FXVH WKDW WKH 6WDWH
*RYHUQPHQWWRRNWKHVWULQJHQWVWHSVLQDFFRUGDQFHZLWK
VWDWXWHVWKHWZRDSSOLFDWLRQVILOHGE\0XVOLPERG\-DPLDW
8ODPDL+LQG DVNHG IRU UHVWULFWLRQV RQ WKH 6WDWH
*RYHUQPHQWRQIXUWKHUDFWLRQ+RZHYHUWKH*RYHUQPHQW·V
FRQWHQWLRQZDVWKDWWKHRUJDQLVDWLRQ´GHOLEHUDWHO\REIXVFDWHGWKHWUXHIDFWVWRSDLQWDQHIDU
LRXVSLFWXUHRIDOOHJHGPDODILGHRQWKHSDUWRIWKHDGPLQLVWUDWLRQµ5HIHUULQJWRWKHWZRSURS
HUWLHVSDUWO\GHPROLVKHGLQ.DQSXUWKH*RYHUQPHQWFODLPHGWKDWSURFHHGLQJVZHUHLQLWLDWHG
XQGHUPXQLFLSDOODZORQJEHIRUHWKHULRWVLQ-XQH³ LQRQHFDVHLQ$XJXVWDQGLQ
DQRWKHULQ)HEUXDU\7KHYLRODWRUVDUHVDLGWRKDYHHYHQDGPLWWHGWRWKHLOOHJDOLW\RIWKH
EXLOGLQJVDQGPRYHGDSSOLFDWLRQVIRUFRPSRXQGLQJWKHDFWVE\SD\PHQWRIDSSURSULDWHFKDUJHV
%XWZHWKHSHRSOHGRQ·WUHDOO\NQRZZKLFKVLGHWKHWUXWKVWDQGVRQ6XIILFHWRVD\LW·VWKH
SXEOLF·VGXW\WRUHVSHFWWKHPDLQWHQDQFHRIODZDQGRUGHUDQGWKH*RYHUQPHQW·VWRQRWWDNH
UHYHQJHIXODFWLRQDJDLQVWLWVRZQFLWL]HQV

)UHHGRPRIVSHHFK
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n Latin, ‘Ut est rerum omnium magister usus’ means
“Experience is the best
teacher”. The term was popularised by management gurus
with sufficient evidence and
proof. This is a phrase attributed
to the great Roman General
Julius Caesar and finds mention
in De Bello Civili, his war memoirs.
A major reason for opposition to war, which is common
among the Europeans, could be
their shocking experiences from
the two World Wars in which
millions perished and many
more were maimed. There are
accounts by authors like Winston
Churchill (the former British
Prime Minister who had covered
the First World War for The
Pioneer) about the post-WWII
Europe totally devastated. The
sights were unbearable and the
generation that grew up experiencing the economic hardship
and poverty became strong critics of any kind of war. Late MKK
Nair, a former bureaucrat, had
given first-hand information
about England in the aftermath
of WWII. Nair, who was undergoing professional training in
Plymouth, has written in his
autobiography ‘With No IllFeeling Against Anybody’ that
only kids were eligible for sugar
and chocolates: “Since there was
severe shortage of power, only
limited quantity of water could
be heated for bathing as the winter was at its peak.”
When maverick musician
TM Krishna (born in 1976)
declared in a public function
sometime back that there was no
freedom of expression or right to
speak one’s mind, the media
highlighted his speech as if he
was disclosing something new.
What the musician forgot was
that his statement reminded one
of the term ‘oxymoron’ as his disclosure was poles apart from the
reality. If there is no freedom of
speech or right to dissent, would
the media highlight the claim as
a major report?
The comedy lies in the truth
that Krishna and his generation,
born in the post-internal
Emergency phase, do not know
the seriousness of freedom of
expression. There was a time

I

when the Indian subcontinent
was under the spell of dictatorship as well as despotism.
The generation that grew up
in that period stood silently
when human rights, civil
rights and freedom of speech
and expression were crushed
to powder by then Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi, her
younger son Sanjay and a cartel of persons who were members of their court. That was
the era when the Prime
Minister had the audacity to
defend corruption in high
places by describing it as “a
global phenomenon”.
What led to the declaration of Emergency and suspension of Constitution was
a verdict by the Allahabad
Bench of the Lucknow High
Court on a petition filed by
Raj Narain, the socialist
leader who had challenged
Indira’s election from Rae
Bareli in the 1971 general
election. Raj Narain, an
unusual politician, had
alleged that Indira had
utilised the ser vices of
Yashpal Kapoor, her personal secretary, for campaignrelated works. Being a
Government servant, Kapoor
was not supposed to do
Indira’s political bidding. It
was gross violation of the
Representation of People’s
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Act, argued lawyer Shanti
Bhushan who appeared for
Raj Narain.
On June 12, 1975, Justice
Jagmohan Lal Sinha set aside
Indira’s election and disqualified her from contesting any
election for six years. Justice
Sinha was kind enough to stay
his own judgment to enable
Indira to appeal in the
Supreme Court. By the time
of the verdict, there had been
widespread resentment
against Indira. Members of
her ‘kitchen cabinet’ advised
her to proclaim Emergency,
arrest the Opposition leaders
and throw them behind bars.
Thankfully, there were no
satellite TV channels while All
India Radio and Doordarshan
had the monopoly over public broadcast. Gandhi declared
press censorship which made
the newspapers to seek permission from censor officers
for publishing news. All India
Radio was labelled ‘All Indira
Radio’ globally as the world’s
largest radio network started
airing only the speeches and
songs eulogising ‘Madam
Indira’. People who now allege
that there is no freedom of
expression and speech in
India should take out some
time and read the archived
newspaper copies!
There are some political
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Sir – It’s heartbreaking! A powerful
earthquake (5.9 magnitude) struck a
remote border region of Afghanistan
killing at least 1,000 people and injured
more than 1,500, reminiscent of 1998
when a 6.1 magnitude quake in the northeast of Afghanistan killed at least 4,500
people and injured more than 10,000. The
scenario is so tragic that every street one
goes to, he/she hears people mourning the
deaths of their beloved ones. It’s a pity that
the isolated Afghanistan regime may
face struggle for aid after the earthquake,
because humanitarian appeals for Talibanruled countries have had poor responses and there are sanctions.
The Taliban’s supreme leader,
Haibatullah Akhundzadah, pleaded with
the international community to help the
Afghan people affected by this tragedy
and to spare no effort. Reacting to the
request made by the Taliban leaders,
India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi
said India stands by the people of
Afghanistan in their difficult times and
is ready to provide all possible disaster
relief material at the earliest. But with such
a huge disaster, the said relief material is
peanuts. Due to the Taliban Government’s
rigidity in the name of Islam, many peoples are not ready to help the poor
Afghans.
Bidyut Kumar Chatterje |
Faridabad
3?F94C31B5213;D?81E>D9>491
Sir – Under pressure, Union Health
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya chaired the
high-level review meeting with the core
team of experts over alarming increasing
cases of COVID-19 in the country. India
has been witnessing an increase in
Coronavirus infections over the last couple of weeks. As per reports, Maharashtra,
Kerala, Delhi, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu,
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Telangana, West
Bengal and Gujarat have over 1,000
active cases. India saw a single-day rise of
13,313 new Coronavirus infections, tak-
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hUXT[SX]V3a^d_PSX<da\dPcaXQP[[TPSTa
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8UbWTfX]bcWT9d[h '_^[[<da\dfX[[QTR^\T
cWTUXabc_Tab^]Ua^\cWTcaXQP[0SXePbXR^\
\d]XchcWTUXabc]PcXeT^U>SXbWPP]ScWTbTR
^]Sf^\P]TeTaPUcTa?aPcXQWP?PcX[c^^RRd_h
cWTc^__^bcBWTXbbTcc^U^[[^fX]cWTU^^cbcT_b
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ing the infection tally to 4,33,44,958, while
the active cases have increased to 83,990,
according to the Union Health Ministry
data updated on Thursday June 23.
The death toll has climbed to
5,24,941.In a review meeting of
INSACOG, States/UTs were asked to submit “larger number” of samples for whole
genome sequencing from districts and
areas which have seen a surge in COVID19 cases over a period of seven days.
According to the Indian SARS-CoV-2
Genomics Consortium (INSACOG)
experts, Omicron and its sub-lineages, primarily BA.2 and BA.2.38, as of now, seem
to be behind the current rise in COVID
cases. With this, the matter related to
COVID in India is very serious and dangerous.
Bhagwan Thadani | Mumbai
7E945<9>5C6?B<?G5B:E49391BI
Sir – The Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh
High Court has set a good precedent by
issuing a circular according to which no
judicial officer shall receive, see off and

Q^cWa^bTUa^\cWT_^^aP]SS^f]ca^SST]bcaP
cd\c^QTR^\TcWT?aTbXST]c0ccWTbP\TcX\T
cWT>__^bXcX^]_XRZHPbWfP]cBX]WPf^d[SS^
fT[[]^cc^PRcfXbTacWP]BWPaPS?PfPa^a5Pa^^`
0QSd[[PW^a6^_P[ZaXbW]P6P]SWXfW^aTUdbTS
c^R^]cTbcX]cWT[^bX]VVP\T
0bUPacWT_^bc^U?aTbXST]cXbR^]RTa]TS
_^[XcXRP[ _PacXTb bW^d[S ]^c WPeT \XbbTS cWT
^__^acd]Xchc^bcaXZTPR^aSXP[]^cTP]Sf^aZ^dc
P]PcX^]P[R^]bT]bdbfWT]cWT^dcR^\T^UcWT
_aTbXST]cXP[T[TRcX^]XbPU^aTV^]TR^]R[dbX^]
0bcWT=30WTPSTSQhcWT19?WPbcWTaT`dXaTS
]d\QTabc^V^XcP[^]TcWT>__^bXcX^]bW^d[S
WPeTUP[[T]X][X]Tc^bd__^acP]^]R^]ca^eTa
bXP[[TbbTaZ]^f]caXQP[f^\P]fW^WPbaXbT]
Ua^\cWTaP]Zbc^PRaTSXcPQ[T_^[XcXRP[RPaTTa8]
P QXS c^ _dc d_ P bW^f ^U ]^cX^]P[ UXVWc cWT
>__^bXcX^]WPb^][hT]STSd_bW^fX]VUXbbdaTb
CWT=30c^^RP]³cTbRP_TcWTQ[P\TU^aXcbSXb
SPX]U^aR^]bT]bdb
4569P\bWTS_da

visit the visiting Chief Justice or judges
during court hours. The significance of
this circular is better understood by the
clients. If the judicial officers visit the visiting Chief Justice or other judges of High
Court, the cases listed for that day stand
adjourned for one or two months. If at
least the Chief Justice and other judges
visit once in a year, and in all it will be at
least three or four times a year.
In each case, if the case listed for that
day is not heard for one or two months,
the case stands prolonged for about a year.
This is one of the reasons for delayed
delivery of justice. This may not be the
case in any other department. If a judge
leaves his seat, no one else can discharge
his duties. Hence the importance of this
circular is high. Another point is that if
the visiting Chief Justice or other judges
want to hold a meeting, it will be done
before or after court hours.
KV Seetharamaiah | Bengaluru
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greenhorns who allege that
the situation in present-day
India is worse than in the days
of Emergency. They should
not forget that thousands
across the country were jailed,
assaulted and tortured by the
police for criticising Indira.
Musicians should focus on
raagas and thaalas instead of
commenting about freedom
of expression. And the fact
that such allegations hogged
the limelight makes it oxymoronic! It is good to see in
newspapers and news channels criticism levelled against
the
Narendra
Modi
Government for its omissions
and commissions. If there is
no freedom of expression,
how come these reports and
news get published? The sad
thing is that while Indira and
her men and women bulldozed the media, the Modi
regime is ignoring t. The
bosses may be under the
impression that the best way
to insult the critics is to ignore
them (it is also true that
many of them deserve to be
ignored!) But freedom of
expression is sacred and it is
a sin to spread falsehoods
about it.
(The writer is a senior
journalist with The Pioneer.
The views expressed are
personal.)
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he National Statistical Office (NSO)
released the Periodic Labour Force
Survey (PLFS), 2020-21 report on
June 14. At a first glance, the annual survey report shows an improvement in
the employment situation with rise in
employment and decline in the unemployment rate during the pandemic years compared to the previous years (PLFS survey
years correspond to the agriculture year July
to June).
This is quite unexpected, keeping in
mind the severe economic disruption after
the Covid-19 pandemic. The survey results
differ from several other reports, which suggest that the employment situation in the
country has worsened after the pandemic.
This survey report has evoked heightened
interest in the findings. It calls for further
investigation as to whether these results are
survey anomalies or indicate the changing
employment situation in the country.
This article attempts to interpret the
findings from the last three annual PLFS
(2018-19, 2020-21 and 2020-21) reports,
and try to understand the impact of
Covid-19 pandemic by analysing some key
labour market indicators.
The labour force participation rate as
per usual status (reference period of last
365 days preceding the survey), which is
the sum of those working and those available for work or unemployed, reported
highest in the four years at 41.6 per cent
in 2020-21. The worker population ratio
(WPR) has increased from 35.3 per cent
in 2018-19 to 39.8 per cent in 2020-21,
which is the percentage of employed persons in the population.
On the other hand, the unemployment
rate which is the percentage of unemployed
in the labour force has eased from 5.8 per
cent in 2018-19 to 4.2 per cent in 2020-21.
The rural-urban division shows that the rise
in WPR is in rural areas, which is almost
2.5 times higher than urban areas. It is well
documented that the impact of Covid-19
in the rural economy was far less than
urban, which is also reflected from the survey results.
A lot of people, particularly migrants
engaged in the informal sector, lost their
employment during the pandemic at the
urban destinations. With no means of
employment in urban areas, a large number of them have returned to their native
places in rural areas, where they, along with
their family members especially women, are
engaged in locally available activities such
as agriculture and related work for survival.
The survey results further reveal that
the rise in WPR is largely credited to female
than male, where WPR of the former has
increased by 2.54 times more than the latter. This phenomenon is more pronounced
in rural areas, where the female WPR has
increased almost 3.2 times more (19.0 per
cent to 27.1 per cent) than their urban counterparts (15 per cent to 17 per cent) during the pandemic years.
So, the rise in employment during the
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pandemic years is overwhelmingly
of females in rural areas.
The industrial structure provides broad employment trends,
where the employment in agriculture in developing countries like
India is considered as subsistence
and less productive, while employment in non-farm industrial and
services is regarded as more productive. It is well documented that
as the country progresses, the people move away from the less productive agriculture sector in rural
areas to more productive nonfarm industrial and services sectors
in urban areas.
However, the industrial distribution of employment in India
shows a reversal of the decades-long
decline in agriculture share in
recent years with more and more
people moving into the farm sector in rural areas. The share of
employment in agriculture has
increased by 3 percentage points
from 57.8 per cent in 2018-19 to
60.8 per cent in 2020-21.
This trend indicates that people are finding it difficult to get
employment in non-farm sectors,
and they are compelled to engage
in subsistence farm activities due to
the lack of other employment
avenues. In rural areas, almost
three-fourth (75.4 per cent) of the
females are engaged in farm activities compared to around half of the
male (53.8 per cent).
Thus, the rise in employment in
rural areas has a huge implication
on women’s work, which is also
reflected from increasing female’s
WPR. This reveals that the rise in
share of employment in agriculture
reflected the impact of economic
slowdown and the pandemic.
The reverse migration from
cities to rural areas would have only

increased the pressure on the farm
sector to absorb the workers, especially females, leading to the distress
employment.
The status of employment
broadly indicates the quality of
employment, where a regular salary
is considered better quality of work
than self-employed and casual
labour. Regularity of work and
social security benefits are associated with regular salaries, while
social security provisions are generally not available for self-employed
and casual labourer.
The PLFS survey reports show
that the share self-employed has
increased from 52.1 per cent in
2018-19 to 55.6 per cent in 2019-20,
while the share of regular salaried
(23.8 per cent to 21.1 per cent) and
casual labour (24.1 per cent to 23.3
per cent) has declined during the
last three years. This phenomenon
is more pronounced in rural areas,
where the share of the self-employed
has increased relatively more (3.3
percentage points) than urban areas
(1.7 percentage points).
However, the increase in share
of the self-employed in rural areas
is largely attributed to the rise in
unpaid helpers in household enterprises (4.6 percentage points), while
the share of own account workers
and employer category has declined
(-1.4 percentage points).
This indicates that the jump in
female WPR in rural areas is contributed most by the increase in
employment of helpers or unpaid
family workers in household enterprises. A recent Niti Aayog report
highlighted that the rise in ‘disguised
employment’ or unpaid family
workers is a more serious issue than
unemployment in India. The
decline in the share of regular
salaried workers is another serious

concern, reflecting the worsening
employment conditions with rise in
low quality employment in recent
pandemic years.
The above analysis reveals that
the increase in employment in
pandemic years is distress-driven
and not necessarily any improvement in the overall employment in
the country. This is shown in the
report as an increase in terms of
labour force participation rate, the
worker-population ratio, and
decline in the unemployment rate.
It is also important to note that the
share of employment in agriculture
and allied activities, and especially
employment of rural women, has
gone up in recent years, which is
mostly of distress type not productive or decent employment.
Further, the report also reveals
that employment in the informal
sector has increased during the pandemic years from 68.4 per cent to
71.4 per cent in 2020-21. Workers
in the informal sector are for the
most part not covered by any social
security benefits and also not covered by the national labour laws and
regulations. Such workers are most
affected by any economic shocks
such as the economic downturn
after Covid-19.
In sum, the PLFS survey report
(2020-21) indicates generation of
new employment in the country
during the pandemic years, but
most of the new jobs are of distress
or informal type, especially for
females in rural areas.
In this context, there is an
urgent need to generate or provide
more decent and productive
employment for the increasing
labour force in the country, which
is must to meet the SDG goal 8 targets of ‘decent or productive
employment for all’ by 2030.
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or the first time in a
decade, members of the
World Trade Organisation
(WTO), a 164-nation body,
have finalised a historic deal at
the 12th Ministerial Conference
(MC12). The four-day MC12
was extended by two days as
trade ministers negotiated
through the night at WTO
headquarters, next to Lake
Geneva, and negotiations continued till June 18 morning.
India was at the centre of WTO
negotiations at the MC12.
India has agreed to the proposal of no export restrictions on
the World Food Programme.
But internal food security concerns will take precedence.
There is no work programme on
agriculture, which could be considered as a good outcome for
India as our agri-subsidy will not
face any further scrutiny.
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(The writer is former Senior
Professor, International
Trade and Member,
Vivekananda International
Foundation. The views
expressed are personal.)

On the trade-related intellectual property rights (TRIPS)
waiver, an agreement could be
reached only on vaccines. The
official said negotiations for
diagnostics and therapeutics
would start in six months as
demanded by developed countries.
This means India’s demand
to include diagnostics and therapeutics in the agreement did
not find favour with developed
countries. In October 2020,
India, South Africa, and 63 cosponsors had made the TRIPS
waiver proposal to help middleand low-income nations get
access to Covid-19 vaccines and
drugs. However, the discussions
reached a deadlock in the TRIPS
Council, the body responsible
for monitoring the operation of
the agreement. The draft agreement fell short of the original

proposal and includes only vaccines.
India had called for a TRIPS
waiver for vaccines, therapeutics,
and diagnostics to fight Covid19 and future pandemics. India
had held it was too late in the day
if only vaccines were included
because the pandemic had run
its initial course. On a moratorium on customs duty on ecommerce transactions, countries agreed to extend it by
another two years.
India put forth aggressive
draft texts in all pillars of WTO
negotiations rather than being
reactive, as in the past. India
brought the members together
to a unanimous agreement on
fisheries, health, and the future
of WTO reforms, digital technology, food, and environment.
India’s principled stand at the
WTO strengthened the voice of

the poor and the vulnerable
globally.
An agreement at Geneva
makes it the first trade deal since
the 2013 Bali Ministerial, where
members signed the WTO’s
first trade deal on a peace clause
on public stockholding for food
security purposes and a trade
facilitation agreement. The consensus-driven, rule-making
process at the multilateral trade
organisation means even one
member could thwart a deal at
the last moment. After negotiations spilled over to the sixth
day, 164 countries of the World
Trade Organisation finally sealed
a package deal in the wee hours
on 18 June in Geneva with
India leading the course.
In a first major agreement in
nine years, the deal includes six
major issues of importance for
developing countries including

food security, balanced outcome fisheries subsidies,
response to pandemic, and
patents waiver on Covid-19
vaccines.
The deal that tested
Commerce & Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal’s negotiation skills
saw several trade-offs between
developed and developing countries during the two nights of
marathon talks, going well past
the June 16 afternoon deadline.
“There is a good outcome on the
issues that were long pending,”
Goyal said, adding that India
completely protected the interests of fishermen and farmers.
“All in all, it is a good package.
Today there is no issue on
which we have to be concerned,
whether it is related to agriculture such as MSP [minimum
support price], reinforcing the
relevance of the public stock-

holding programme towards
fulfilling the national food safety programme or PM Garib
Kalyan Scheme, TRIPS waiver,
e-commerce moratorium,
response to Covid and fisheries,”
Goyal said after the deal.
India defended its right to
extend subsidies to Indian fishermen, with contentious clauses removed from the text at the
last minute. In turn, India agreed
to an 18-month extension of the
moratorium on customs duty on
electronic imports that it argues
favours rich nations. However,
subsides on overfishing, deepsea fishing; and illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing has been addressed through
the proposed pact.
“On India’s insistence, sovereign sights on EEZ [exclusive
economic zones] have been
firmly established. It is really a

big achievement,” said Goyal,
adding that principal stakeholders who have benefited from
these “historic decisions” taken
by the 12th Ministerial
Conference of the WTO are
fishermen, farmers, food security, multilateralism, and trade
and business, particularly digital economy and MSMEs.
Through the joint efforts of
all WTO members, the MC12
has made breakthroughs on a
number of key issues, demonstrating that the multilateral
trading system can play a key
role in addressing global challenges, she said.
Goyal said India today batted on the front foot rather than
being fearful on various issues,
be it environment, startups,
MSMEs or gender equality. This
was a result of the confidence of
‘New India.’
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he Russian military expanded its grab of
territory in eastern Ukraine on Thursday,
capturing two villages and vying for control of a key highway in an offensive that could
cut supply lines and encircle some frontline
Ukrainian forces, British and Ukrainian military
chiefs said.
Britain's defense ministry said that
Ukrainian forces had withdrawn from some
areas near the city of Lysychansk, the latest major
battlefield in Russian President Vladimir Putin's
war against Ukraine, to avoid the possibility of
being encircled as Russians sent in reinforcements and concentrated their firepower in the
area.
Ukraine's General Staff said Russian forces
took control of the villages of Loskutivka and
Rai-Oleksandrivka, and were trying to capture
Syrotyne outside Sievierodonetsk.
For weeks, Russian forces have pummeled
Sievierodonetsk, the administrative center of the
Luhansk region, with artillery and air raids, and
fought the Ukrainian army house-to-house.
Ukrainian forces remain holed up at the Azot
chemical plant on the city's edge, where about
500 civilians were also sheltering.
The Russians were also pressing their offensive on Lysychansk, which is located on a steep
river bank facing Sievierodonetsk.
The U.K. Ministry of Defense noted in its
intelligence assessment Thursday that Russian
forces have likely advanced more than five kilometers (three miles) towards the southern
approaches of Lysychansk since Sunday.
"Some Ukrainian units have withdrawn,
probably to avoid being encircled," the statement
said.
"Russia's improved performance in this sector is likely a result of recent unit reinforcement
and heavy concentration of fire."
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Ukraine's military said the Russians were
also moving to overtake the hills overlooking a
highway linking Lysychansk with Bakhmut, to
the southwest, in an attempt to cut the supply
lines of Ukrainian forces.

Following a botched attempt to capture
the Ukrainian capital in the early stage of the
invasion on Feb. 24, Russian forces have
shifted focus to Ukraine's eastern industrial
heartland of Donbas, where the Ukrainian forces
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uropean Union leaders on
Thursday are set to grant
E
Ukraine candidate status to
join the 27-nation bloc, a first
step in a long and unpredictable
journey toward full membership that could take many years
to achieve.
Making the war-torn country a contender now seems to be
a done deal after leaders were
initially divided on how fast they
could move to embrace the
war-torn country's bid that was
launched only a few days after
Russia launched its invasion on
Feb. 24.
According to several EU
diplomats who spoke on condition of anonymity before the
summit in Brussels, Ukraine

will receive the unanimous
approval that is required for the
launch of discussions.
The EU's 27 nations have
been united in backing
Ukraine's resistance to Russia's

invasion, adopting unprecedented economic sanctions
against Moscow. However, leaders were initially divided on how
quickly the EU should move to
accept Ukraine as a member,

with the Netherlands, Sweden
and Denmark among the most
skeptical.
But Ukraine's bid got a
boost last week when the EU's
executive arm, the European
Commission, gave its seal of
approval based on Ukraine's
answers to a questionnaire
received in April and early May.
Ukraine received another
shot in the arm when the leaders of France, Germany, Italy
and Romania visited the country and vowed to back its candidacy. Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said he
spoke with a total of 11 EU leaders on Wednesday, following
calls with nine the day before,
in another indication of how
important EU candidacy is for
Ukraine.

have fought Moscow-backed separatists since
2014.
The Russian military currently controls
about 95% of the Luhansk region, and about half
of the neighbouring Donetsk region of Donbas.
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loomsbury on Thursday
announced that it will pubB
lish a moving diary of a 12-yearold Ukrainian girl, charting
her journey with her grandmother from war-torn Kharkiv
to eventual safety in Dublin.
"You Don't Know What
War Is: The Diary of a Young
Girl From Ukraine" is scheduled to hit bookstores in
October.
On February 24, Yeva
Skalietska was woken by the
sound of explosions. She grew
up living with her granny in
Kharkiv, near the Russian border. Though there have been
rumblings and rumours, few
truly believed that war will
break out between Russia and
Ukraine.
And yet it had. What follows are 12 days in Ukraine that
change Yeva's life forever. She
and her grandmother rush to
take shelter from the missile
attacks in a dusty, crowded
basement. When the situation
worsens, they need to find
somewhere safer to stay, so they
make their way to a friend's
house in a different area of the
city. But the conflict rages all
around them and Yeva struggles
to keep calm over the continual sound of explosions and
shelling.
Eventually they take the difficult decision to head to
Western Ukraine. It's there, in

a makeshift shelter in a school
hall, that Yeva meets the team
of UK journalists. She tells
them she is writing a diary.
The poise and maturity of
Yeva's account are striking, and
the crew features her in several news articles. They help Yeva
and her granny cross the border into Hungary and, ultimately, to find a place to live in
Dublin, where they are welcomed and cared for by their
host, school teacher Catherine
Flannagan.
Lara Hancock, head of
Illustrated Publishing, with
Commissioning Editor Sally
Beets, acquired UK and
Commonwealth Rights in auction from literary agent
Marianne Gunn O'Connor of
Marianne Gunn O'Connor
Literary, Film/TV Agency.
"You Don't Know What
War Is" has cover illustrations
inspired by Ukrainian folk art
by Anastasia Stefurak and illustrated maps of Kharkiv, Ukraine
and Europe by Olga Shtonda,
displaced Kharkiv-native.
"In 'You Don't Know What
War Is', we read about Yeva's
experience of the war in
Ukraine in real time. Each
diary entry is interspersed with
personal photos Yeva took during her journey. Compelling
and urgent, this book is a powerful document of a conflict few
thought could happen, seen
through the eyes of a child," says
Hancock.
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ermany activated the second
phase of its three-stage emerG
gency plan for natural gas supplies
Thursday, saying the country faces
a "crisis" and warning that storage
targets for the winter are at risk due
to dwindling deliveries
from Russia.
The government
said the decision to
raise the level to "alarm"
follows the cuts to
Russian deliveries made
since June 14 and the
continued high market
price for gas. The third
and highest stage is the
"emergency" level.
It said that while
gas storage facilities are
currently filled to 58%

capacity - higher than at this time
last year - the goal of reaching 90%
by December won't be achievable
without further measures.
Economy Minister Robert
Habeck said in a statement that "the
situation is serious and winter will
come."
"The reduction in
gas supplies is an economic attack on us by
(Russian President
Vladimir) Putin," he
said. "We will defend
ourselves against this.
But our country is
going to have to go
down a stony path
now."
"Even if we can't
feel it yet: we are in a
gas crisis," Habeck
added.
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oinciding with unrelenting
cyberattacks against Ukraine,
C
state-backed Russian hackers have
engaged in "strategic espionage"
against governments, think tanks,
businesses and aid groups in 42
countries supporting Kyiv, Microsoft
said in a report on Wednesday.
"Since the start of the war, the
Russian targeting (of Ukraine's
allies) has been successful 29 percent
of the time," Microsoft President
Brad Smith wrote, with data stolen
in at least one-quarter of the successful network intrusions,
Nearly two-thirds of the
cyberespionage targets involved
NATO members.
The United States was the prime
target and Poland, the main conduit
for military assistance flowing to
Ukraine, was No. 2.
In the past two months,
Denmark, Norway, Finland, Sweden
and Turkey have seen stepped-up
targeting,
A striking exception is Estonia,
where Microsoft said it has detected no Russian cyber intrusions
since Russia invaded Ukraine on
February 24.
The company credited Estonia's
adoption of cloud computing, where

it's easier to detect intruders.
"Significant collective defensive
weaknesses remain" among some
other European governments,
Microsoft said, without identifying
them.
Half of the 128 organisations
targeted are government agencies
and 12 per cent are nongovernmental agencies, typically think
tanks or humanitarian groups,
according to the 28-page report.
Other targets include telecommunications, energy and defence companies.
Microsoft said Ukraine's cyber
defences "have proven stronger"
overall than Russia's capabilities in
"waves of destructive cyberattacks
against 48 distinct Ukrainian agencies and enterprises".
Moscow's military hackers have
been cautious not to unleash
destructive data-destroying worms
that could spread outside Ukraine,
as the NotPetya virus did in 2017,
the report noted.
"During the past month, as the
Russian military moved to concentrate its attacks in the Donbas
region, the number of destructive
attacks has fallen," according
to the report, "Defending Ukraine:
Early Lessons from the
Cyber War."
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Bulgarian government crisis Thursday threatened to tarnish a European Union summit that
A
was intended to bolster the EU membership hopes
of Balkan countries and to show Western resolve in
the face of Russia's war in Ukraine.
Bulgaria's parliament voted no-confidence
Wednesday in the coalition government of Prime
Minister Kiril Petkov, presenting an obstacle to the
long-delayed start of the EU's accession negotiations
with North Macedonia and Albania.
All three countries belong to NATO, but
Bulgaria has used its status as an EU member to block
the other two from proceeding on the path to join
the 27-nation European bloc. Bulgaria has a dispute
with North Macedonia over ethnicity and language,
and its stance has also stalled Albania's progress the
EU is treating the pair as a political package.
"It's a disgrace that a NATO country - Bulgaria
- kidnaps two other NATO countries, namely
Albania and North Macedonia, in the midst of the
hot war at Europe's backyard," Albanian Prime
Minister Edi Rama said as he arrived for the EUWestern Balkans summit in Brussels. "It's not good
to see that 26 other countries sit still in a scary show
of impotence."
The EU, a political and economic club that boasts
the world's biggest single market, wants to reassure
countries in the Balkans that have waited years for
admission that the bloc's doors remain open.
Russia's war in Ukraine has added to the list of
aspiring EU members. The governments of Ukraine,
Moldova and Georgia rushed in membership applications after Russia invaded its neighbor.
EU heads of state and government meeting in
Brussels for a two-day summit starting Thursday plan
to consider whether to make Ukraine a candidate
for membership, the first step in the accession
process. The EU last admitted a new member Croatia - in 2013. The enlargement process slowed
as euroskeptic voices grew in member nations such
as Germany, France, Italy and the Netherlands - all
founding members of the bloc in the 1950s.
The eurozone debt crisis 10 years ago, a 2015
migration wave into Europe and the U.K.'s 2016 referendum decision to pull out of the EU also contributed to political unease with the bloc's further
expansion.
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apanese architect Shigeru Ban
was named the winner of a presJtigious
Spanish prize Thursday for
his pioneering work on designing
temporary shelters for people affected by natural disasters and armed
conflict.
The jury that decides the
Princess of Asturias Awards gave
Ban its Concord Prize for "providing shelters that offer dignity" to
those needing emergency help.

Ban is known for his innovative
use of cardboard tubes in con-

struction. This durable and environmentally-friendly material was
used for Rwandan refugees in the
1990s, and Ban became a consultant
to the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees.
"His work, constantly guided by
humanitarian values and with the
help of volunteers, is an example of
sustainable architecture using recycled materials, earning international recognition," the Princess
of Asturias jur y said in
its citation.
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ndia on Thursday assured Sri
Lanka that it stands ready to
help the island nation's quick
economic recovery through promoting investments, connectivity and strengthening economic linkage as a four-member delegation led by Foreign Secretary
Vinay Kwatra met the country's
top leadership, including
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa,
here.
Sri Lanka is facing the worst
economic crisis since independence in 1948 which has led to
an acute shortage of essential
items like food, medicine, cooking gas and fuel across the country.
The delegation, which also
included Ajay Seth, Secretary,
Department of Economic
Affairs, V Anantha Nageswaran,
Chief Economic Advisor, and
Kartik Pande, Joint Secretary,
Indian Ocean Region, first met
President Rajapaksa.
During the call on President
Rajapaksa, the Indian side
thanked him for his commitment to the development of

I

India-Sri Lanka bilateral relations.
"Both sides had a productive
exchange of views on the current
economic situation in Sri Lanka
as well as India's ongoing support," the High Commission of
India said in a press release here.
During the meeting, Kwatra
told Rajapaksa that India, as a
close friend, will extend its
fullest support to Sri Lanka in
overcoming the difficult situation, the newsfirst.Lk website
reported.
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The delegation reviewed the
already provided assistance in
terms of fuel, medicine, fertiliser and other essentials and said
the Indian government is committed to support Sri Lanka, the
report said.
The delegation later met
with Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe and the two
sides had an in-depth discussion
on the Sri Lankan economy
and efforts undertaken by the
Government of Sri Lanka
towards achieving economic

recovery.
"In this context, both sides
highlighted the importance of
promoting India-Sri Lanka
investment partnership including in the fields of infrastructure,
connectivity, renewable energy
and deepening economic linkages between the two countries," the release said.
During the meetings, the
Indian delegation underscored
that the unprecedented recent
economic, financial and humanitarian assistance of over USD
3.5 billion to the people of Sri
Lanka was guided by
'Neighbourhood First' policy
and Security and Growth for All
in the Region (SAGAR) vision of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
"The talks between the two
sides were held in a frank, cordial and constructive manner,"
the release said.
In a tweet, Prime Minister
Wickremesinghe said he had "a
productive discussion" with the
Indian delegation led by Foreign
Secretary Kwatra.
"I look forward to stronger
bilateral ties with India," he
tweeted. The Foreign Secretary

Ambassador
Wijewardena.
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ustralian Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese said Thursday
A
he will meet President Emmanuel
Macron in France next week to reset
a bilateral relationship that was damaged when the previous Australian
government canceled a submarine
contract.
Albanese
said Macron
had invited
him to visit
France while
he is in Europe
to attend a
NATO summit
in Spain.
"We do need to reset. We've
already had very constructive discussions. We've brought to a close the
arrangements that were in place over
submarines," Albanese told
Australian Broadcasting Corp.
France responded with fury
when former PM Scott Morrison
announced in September that
Australia was cancelling a 90 billion
Australian dollar ($62 billion) contract for a French state-owned company to build a fleet of 12 conventional diesel-electric submarines.
Instead, Australia had struck a
deal with the US and Britain to provide submarines powered by U.S.
Nuclear technology.
France temporarily withdrew its
ambassadors from the U.S. And
Australia. Macron accused Morrison
of lying to him over the French contract that was awarded in 2016.

and China have discussed the return
of thousands of Indian students stranded
Iat ndia
home for two years due to Beijing's
COVID-19 bans and resumption of direct
flights disrupted by the coronavirus pandemic, the Indian embassy here said on
Thursday.
The vexed issue of the return of the Indian
students figured in the talks between Indian
Ambassador to China Pradeep Kumar Rawat
and Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi on
Wednesday.

Wang recalled his meeting with his
Indian counterpart S Jaishankar during his
visit to New Delhi in March this year and
mentioned that the "Chinese side attached
importance to the Indian side's concerns
regarding the return of Indian students and
that he hoped to see early progress on this",
a press release from the Indian Embassy quoted Wang as saying.
Foreign Minister Wang also referred to
discussions on the resumption of direct
flight connectivity between the two sides, it
said.
"Ambassador Rawat conveyed that the
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63-year-old truck driver
has died in Sri Lanka after
A
standing for five days in a
queue at a filling station in the
country's Western Province,
the 10th death reported due to
prolonged waiting for fuel procurement in the debt-ridden
island nation grappling with
the worst economic crisis since
its independence, according
to a media report on Thursday.
The man was found dead
inside his vehicle after waiting
in the queue at the filling station in Anguruwatota, police
said.
The death toll in queues
now stands at 10 and all the
victims have been men aged
between 43 and 84 years.
Majority of the deaths reported in queues have been due to

cardiac arrests, the Daily
Mirror newspaper reported.
A week ago, a 53-year-old
man died while waiting in a
queue for several hours at a fuel
station in Panadura in
Colombo.
The man was reported to
have died of a heart attack
while waiting in the queue in
his three-wheeler.
Sri Lanka, home to around
22 million, is currently facing
its worst economic crisis in
more than 70 years.
Sri Lanka's economy is
experiencing extreme fuel
shortages, soaring food prices
and a lack of medicines.
The current shortages were
made worse by the government's inability to get the stateowned Bank of Ceylon to open
Letters of Credit for fuel
imports.

he Jan. 6 committee will hear
T
from former Justice
Department officials who faced
down a relentless pressure campaign from Donald Trump over
the 2020 presidential election
results while suppressing a bizarre
challenge from within their own
ranks.
The hearing Thursday will
bring attention to a memorably
turbulent stretch at the department as Trump in his final days
in office sought to bend to his will
a law enforcement agency that
has long cherished its independence from the White House.
The testimony is aimed at
showing how Trump not only
relied on outside advisers to
press his false claims of election
fraud but also tried to leverage the

powers of federal executive
branch agencies.
The witnesses will include
Jeffrey Rosen, who was acting
attorney general during the Jan.
6, 2021, assault on the U.S.
Capitol. Three days earlier, Rosen
was part of a tense Oval Office
showdown in which Trump contemplated replacing him with a

lower-level official, Jeffrey Clark,
who wanted to champion
Trump's bogus election fraud
claims.
In a written statement prepared for the committee and
obtained by The Associated Press,
Rosen says the Justice
Department had been presented
with no evidence of fraud that
could have affected the outcome
of the election and therefore did
not participate in any Trump
campaign efforts to overturn the
results, instead insisting on an
orderly transfer of power.
"Some argued to the former
president and public that the election was corrupt and stolen,"
Rosen's statement says. "That
view was wrong then and it is
wrong today, and I hope our presence here today helps reaffirm
that fact."
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raq's Parliament is set to hold a session Thursday to vote in replaceIments
for 73 lawmakers who
resigned earlier this month. The collective walkout by followers of Iraq's
most influential Shiite politician
threw Iraq into further uncertainty,
deepening a months-long political
crisis over government formation.
It was not clear whether the

relevant agencies in India are seized of the
matter and we may see progress in the matter soon", it said.
China, in recent months, began permitting "some" foreign students to return to the
country. On June 20, the first batch of 90
Pakistani students, stuck back home for about
two years due to China's strict visa restrictions, arrived in the Chinese city of Xian.
They are part of 250 Pakistani students
China has agreed to permit to return based
on their requirements while thousands more
are awaiting Beijing's nod, according to the
media reports from Pakistan.

1/6 panel to hear of Trump's pressure on Justice Department
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extraordinary session requested by 50
members of parliament during a
recess would go through. A simple
majority of the legislature's 329 members is required for an electoral session, and al-Sadr urged parliamentary
blocs not to succumb to "pressures"
from Iranian-backed factions.
Al-Sadr, a maverick politician
with a large following, emerged as
the biggest winner in general elections held in October, but has been

unable to cobble together a coalition
that can form a majority government. He has been locked in a
power struggle with internal Shiite
rivals backed by Iran, preventing the
formation of a new government.
Two weeks ago, he ordered lawmakers from his parliamentary bloc
to resign in a bid to break the eightmonth impasse. The unprecedented
move threw Iraq's political landscape
into disarray.

9bQ^_bTUbcECd_`Qi
0UVWP]bQdahSTPSSXVU^a
bdaeXe^abPUcTa`dPZTZX[[b  S_]`U^cQdY_^V_b
coming to light, officials said c\QY^^e[UcSYU^dYcdc
the toll could rise. An estimatillagers rushed to bury the ed 1,500 others were reported
Vdead Thursday and dug by injured, the state-run Bakhtar Acourt
in Iran on Thursday ordered the
hand through the rubble of News Agency said.
United States government to pay over $4
Q 60H0=05670=8BC0=

Q C47A0=

"They don't have anything
to eat, they are wondering
what they can have to eat, and
it is also raining," a Bakhtar
reporter said in footage from
the quake zone. "Their houses
are destroyed. Please help them,
don't leave them alone."
The disaster heaps more
misery on a country where millions already faced increasing
hunger and poverty and the
health system has crumbled
since the Taliban retook power
nearly 10 months ago amid the
US and NATO withdrawal.
How the international
humanitarian community,
which has pulled back significant resources from the country, will be able to offer aid and
to what extent the Taliban government will allow it to remain
in question. The Taliban's
takeover led to a cutoff of vital
international

billion to the families of Iranian nuclear scientists who have been killed in targeted
attacks in recent years, state-run media reported.
The largely symbolic ruling underscores
the escalating tensions between Iran and the
West over Tehran's rapidly advancing nuclear
programme, with negotiations to restore the
tattered atomic accord at a standstill.
Although Tehran has blamed Israel in the
past for slayings targeting Iranian nuclear scientists since a decade ago, Iran did not directly accuse its arch-foe Israel in its announcement.
Iran has not recognised Israel since the
1979 Islamic Revolution that ousted the proWest monarchy and brought Islamists to
power. The court mentioned Israel only in saying the US supported the "Zionist regime" in
its "organised crime" against the victims.
It's unclear how the court decision, like a
raft of previous Iranian cases against the US
as the two sides have engaged in a spiralling
escalation of threats, would gain traction; there
are no American assets to confiscate in the
Islamic Republic.

Aruni
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their homes in search of survivors of a powerful earthquake
in eastern Afghanistan that
killed at least 1,000 people. The
Taliban and the international
community that fled their
takeover struggled to bring
help to the disaster's victims.
Under a leaden sky in
Paktika province, which was
the epicentre of Wednesday's
magnitude 6 earthquake, men
dug a line of graves in one village, as they tried to lay the
dead to rest quickly in line with
Muslim tradition. In one courtyard, bodies lay wrapped in
plastic to protect them from the
rains that are hampering relief
efforts for the living.
The
quake
was
Afghanistan's deadliest in two
decades, and, with the full
extent of the destruction
among the villages tucked in
the mountains only slowly

also had a separate meeting
with his Sri Lankan counterpart,

Two other former department officials, Rosen's top
deputy, Richard Donoghue, and
Steven Engel, are also scheduled
to testify. Both warned Trump at
the White House meeting that
they'd resign and that many of the
department's lawyers would follow if he replaced Rosen with
Clark.
"You could have a situation
here, within 24 hours, you have
hundreds of people resigning
from the Justice Department,"
Donoghue has said he told
Trump.
"Is that good for anyone? Is it
good for the department? Is it
good for the country? Is it good
for you. It's not."
Only then did Trump relent.
The night, and later his
Republican administration,
ended with Rosen still in power.
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illions of people in Britain faced disruption
Thursday as railway staff staged their second
M
national walkout this week.
The 24-hour strike by 40,000 cleaners, signalers,
maintenance workers and station staff canceled about
four-fifths of passenger services across the country. A
third walkout is planned for Saturday as part of Britain's
biggest and most disruptive railway strike in 30 years.
Train stations were largely deserted Thursday.
Highways also were less busy than expected, and many
people appeared to heed advice to avoid travel. Internet
provider Virgin Media O2 said its data suggested "millions more people" than usual were working from home.
The strike is a headache for those who can't work
from home, as well as for patients with medical
appointments, students heading for end-of-year exams
and music lovers making their way to the Glastonbury
Festival, which runs through Sunday on a farm in southwest England. The dispute centers on pay, working conditions and job security as Britain's train companies aim
to cut costs and staffing after two years in which emergency government funding kept them afloat.
The strike pits the Rail, Maritime and Transport
Union against 13 privately owned train-operating
companies and the government-owned National Rail.
Talks between union representatives and employers
ended in deadlock Wednesday. The union accused
Britain's Conservative government of scuttling the negotiations. The union says the government is preventing
employers from improving on the 3% pay raise on the
table so far. Britain's inflation rate hit 9.1% in May, as
Russia's war in Ukraine squeezes supplies of energy and
food staples while post-pandemic consumer demand
soars.
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he GST Council at its meeting next week is likely to be
T
a stormy affair with
Opposition-ruled States aggressively pushing for continuation
of compensation for revenue
loss, while Centre will defend
such a move citing a tight revenue position.
To meet the shortfall in the
GST compensation fund, the
Centre has borrowed and
released to states C1.1 lakh
crore in 2020-21 and C1.59 lakh
crore in 2021-22 as back-toback loans to meet a part of the
shortfall in cess collection.
In addition, the Centre has
also been releasing regular GST
compensation from fund to
meet shortfall. "Last year, out of
the compensation cess collection, the Centre has repaid
C7,500 crore towards interest
cost for borrowing and C14,000
crore is to be paid this fiscal.
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he Centre can meet the fiscal deficit target of 6.4 per
T
cent for 2022-23 if there are no
From next fiscal, the repayment
of principal amount will start,
which will continue till March
2026," an official said. The
47th meeting of GST Council,
chaired by Union Finance
Minister and comprising state
Finance Ministers, in
Chandigarh scheduled on June
28-29 is likely to see discussion
veer around compensation
mechanism and revenue position of the Centre and states.
As per estimates, some
northeastern states do not
require GST compensation.
After 45th GST Council meeting in Lucknow, Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman

had said regime of paying compensation to states for revenue
shortfall, resulting from subsuming their taxes, such as VAT
in uniform national tax GST
will end in June next year.
However, the compensation cess levied on luxury and
demerit goods, will continue to
be collected till March 2026 to
repay the borrowings that were
done in 2020-21 and 2021-22 to
compensate states for GST revenue loss. Goods and Services
Tax (GST) was introduced in
country with effect on July 1,
2017, and states were assured of
compensation for loss of any
revenue arising on account of

implementation of GST for
five years. Though states' protected revenue has been growing at 14% compounded
growth, the cess collection did
not increase in same proportion.
The pandemic hiked gap
between projected revenue and
actual revenue receipt, including a reduction in cess collection. To meet resource gap of
states due to short release of
compensation, Centre has borrowed and released C1.1 lakh
crore in 2020-21 and C1.59 lakh
crore in 2021-22 as back-toback loans to meet a part of
shortfall in cess collection.

excise duty cuts to lower high
oil prices and additional spending on subsidies, a German
brokerage said on Thursday.
Meeting the budgeted target will be possible if there is
no further cut on excise duties,
Deutsche Bank's chief economist Kaushik Das said.
The note said that the
recent cuts in excise duties,
coupled with the higher spending on fertiliser, food and fuel
subsidies have led to "upside
risks" on the fiscal deficit target. "...Our analysis of the fiscal arithmetic at this juncture
suggests that the central government can still potentially
hold the FY23 fiscal deficit

close to the target of 6.4 per
cent of GDP, assuming no further excise duty cuts or/and
additional spending on subsidies over and above what has
already been announced," it
said.
However, it will be a "different story" if crude oil prices
rise to over USD 150 per barrel during the course of the
year, it said, hinting that the fiscal deficit can expand beyond
the targeted levels otherwise.
The brokerage said its
house view is for the fiscal
deficit number to come at 6.5
per cent of GDP.
Clarity on whether the fiscal target can be met or not,
and if market borrowing needs
to be increased from the present target of Rs 14.31 lakh
crore will become clearer only
in the second half of the fiscal,

when the government has sufficient data on the revenue and
expenditure front, it said.
Listing out the factors which
are leading to concerns over
the fiscal situation, it said the
government reduced central
excise duty on petrol by Rs 8
per litre and diesel by Rs 6 per
litre, expenditure allocation
on fertiliser subsidies was
raised by Rs 1.1 lakh crore and
a Rs 61,000 crore scheme on
cooking gas was also
announced.
The note said the actual
revenue collection turned out
to be higher than the revised
estimates in FY22, which will
make it easier to achieve the
revenue estimates for FY23 in
absolute terms, but added that
the actual expenditure also
turned out to be higher than
estimates. In FY23, total rev-

enue collections can be lower
by around Rs 24,500 crore,
given impact of measures
enlisted above, it said, adding
the expenditure compression is
still likely to fall short of the
additional increase in subsidy
bill of Rs 2 lakh crore, which
means that we should expect
an overall expenditure overshoot of at least Rs 1.3 lakh
crore, it said.
FY23 fiscal deficit could be
potentially higher by Rs 1.5
lakh crore or 7 per cent of GDP,
when calculated using the
lower nominal GDP base provided in budget (which
assumes only 11.1 per cent
growth), but fiscal deficit works
out to 6.54 per cent, when
using a larger nominal GDP
base, based on a realistic 17-18
per cent YoY (Year-on-Year)
growth assumption, it said.
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griculture
Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar on
A
Thursday assured the agrochemicals industry that he
would take up the industry's
demand to reduce GST on
pesticides to 5 per cent from 18
per cent with the finance minister.
Addressing the ‘11th
Agrochemicals Conference
2022' organised by FICCI, the
minister stressed on the need
for crop diversification and
said farmers should grow more

horticulture and costly crops.
On the industry's demand
to reduce GST on pesticides,
Tomar said the matter related
to this subject is being dealt by
the GST Council. "I will meet
and apprise the Finance
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quity benchmark indices
E
Sensex and Nifty bounced
back on Thursday to close
higher by nearly 1 per cent on
gains in banking, IT and auto
shares amid mixed global
trends.
The 30-share BSE Sensex
rose by 443.19 points or 0.86
per cent to settle at 52,265.72.
During the day, it rallied 694.26
points or 1.33 per cent to
52,516.79. The NSE Nifty
advanced 143.35 points or 0.93
per cent to 15,556.65. From the
Sensex pack, Maruti, M&M,
Asian Paints, Bharti Airtel,
TCS, Sun Pharma, Wipro,
ICICI Bank and Hindustan
Unilever were major gainers.
On other hand, Reliance
Industries, NTPC, Power Grid
and UltraTech Cement were
laggards. Elsewhere in Asia,
stock markets in Hong Kong,
Shanghai and Tokyo ended
with gains while Seoul settled
lower. European markets were
trading in red in mid-session
deals. The US markets ended
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n expert committee set up
by the road transport minA
istry to investigate cases of electric two-wheelers catching fire
and suggest remedial measures is likely to submit its
report this month, a senior
government official said on
Friday. Recently, there have
been multiple incidents of electric vehicles (EVs) catching
fire and resulting in death and
causing severe injuries to people.
"The expert committee
(formed on battery standards
and certification) is likely to
submit it's report this month,"
the official told PTI.
Road Transport and
Highways Minister Nitin
Gadkari had recently said companies found negligent will be
penalised and a recall of all
defective vehicles will be
ordered after the expert panel
submits its report. The government had ordered a probe
in April after an e-scooter
launched by ride-hailing operator Ola's electric mobility arm
engulfed in fire in Pune.

marginally
lower
on
Wednesday.
"The Indian markets
opened on a positive note following Asian market peers
which were trading mostly in
the green led by China. During
the afternoon session markets trimmed some of their
gains as European markets
struggled to shrug-off recession
fears but managed to trade in
the green," said Narendra
Solanki, Head- Equity Research
(Fundamental), Anand Rathi
Shares & Stock Brokers.
The 30-share BSE Sensex
tanked 709.54 points or 1.35
per cent to settle at 51,822.53
on Wednesday. The NSE Nifty
fell 225.50 points or 1.44 per
cent to end at 15,413.30.
Meanwhile, international
oil benchmark Brent crude
declined 1.92 per cent to USD
109.60 per barrel. Foreign institutional investors (FIIs)
remained net sellers in capital
market, as they sold shares
worth C2,920.61 crore on
Wednesday, as per exchange
data.

Q <D<108

he rupee on Thursday
closed at its all-time low of
T
78.32 (provisional) against the
US dollar as strong American
currency and persistent foreign
fund outflows weighed on
investor sentiments.
At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local
currency opened at 78.26 and
finally settled at its all-time low
78.32, unchanged from its previous close.
On Wednesday, the rupee
declined by 19 paise to settle at
an all-time low level of 78.32
against the US dollar. The
Indian rupee erased early
morning gains as safe-haven
demand drove the greenback
ahead of quarter-end adjustments, said Dilip Parmar,
Research Analyst, HDFC
Securities. Parmar further said
that there is a high chance of a
near bounce amid a fall in
commodities, strength in
regional currencies and recovery in risk assets. "Spot USD-

INR is expected to be in the
narrow range of 78.10 to 78.50
before heading towards 79 odd
levels," Parmar said. The dollar index, which gauges the
greenback's strength against a
basket of six currencies, rose
0.41 per cent to 104.62. Brent
crude futures, the global oil
benchmark, declined 0.99 per
cent to USD 110.63 per barrel.
On the domestic equity
market front, the BSE Sensex
ended 443.19 points or 0.86 per
cent higher at 52,265.72, while
the broader NSE Nifty gained
143.35 points or 0.93 per cent
to 15,556.65. Foreign institutional investors remained net
sellers in the capital market on
Wednesday as they offloaded
shares worth Rs 2,920.61 crore,
as per stock exchange data.

he Indian economy can
grow by 7-7.8 per cent this
T
fiscal on the back of better agriculture production and a revitalised rural economy amid
global headwinds mainly due
to the ongoing Russia-Ukraine
war, eminent economists said.
Eminent economist and
BR Ambedkar School of
Economics (BASE) ViceChancellor NR Bhanumurthy
said at present Indian economy
is facing multiple headwinds
largely from external sources.
Noting that global inflationary pressures and the
Russia-Ukraine war have
brought in risks to the economy, which is otherwise strong
with all the domestic macro
fundamentals being well managed, he said unlike advanced
economies, India's Covid stimulus measures, especially the
fiscal policy interventions, are
less inflationary and rather
growth-enhancing.
"With better agricultural
production and revitalised
rural economy India should
touch 7 per cent growth in the
current year despite global
headwinds," Bhanumurthy told

PTI. Echoing similar views,
eminent economist and
Institute for Studies in
Industrial Development (ISID)
director Nagesh Kumar said the
high-frequency indicators
point to a robust growth
momentum carrying through
2022-23 with a real GDP
growth somewhere between
7-7.8 per cent.
French economist Guy
Sorman said India could be
severely impacted by the high
cost of energy and fertiliser
imports. "However, because
India is still, largely an agricultural economy, the social
impact of slower growth will be
tempered by city workers going
back to their village.
"This could increase agricultural production and grain
exports," Sorman added.The
World Bank has cut India's economic growth forecast for the
current fiscal to 7.5 per cent as
rising inflation, supply chain
disruptions, and geopolitical
tensions taper recovery.
India's economy grew 8.7
per cent in the last fiscal (202122) against a 6.6 per cent contraction in the previous year.
In its third monetary policy of
2022-23, the Reserve Bank

retained its GDP growth forecast at 7.2 per cent for the current fiscal, but cautioned
against negative spillovers of
geopolitical tensions and a
slowdown in the global economy.
On high inflation,
Bhanumurthy said, CPI inflation peaked in March 2022 and
a large part of the CPI inflation
in the last three months is driven by fuel prices.
"Delayed transmission of
domestic fuel prices and rise in
global fuel and other commodity prices appears to have
led to a sudden spurt in CPI
inflation," he said, adding that
recent policy measures, such as
reduction in fuel taxes and hike
in policy interest rates, should
smoothen inflation and inflation expectations in the coming quarters.
Kumar noted that the global headwinds of rising commodity prices do pose downside risks for the Indian economic outlook as the CPI levels are elevated.
"Yet, I do not think that
India is heading towards
stagflation, given that the
growth momentum seems
quite robust," Kumar argued.

that there is no unjudicious use
of fertilisers and pesticides in
India but asked industry to
work on alternative products as
farmers are also taking interest
in organic as well as natural
farming.
Tomar said government
and the industry should work
together to create awareness
among small and marginal
farmers about benefits of agrochemicals. The minister said
Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs)
are working in this direction
but there is a need to make
concerted efforts.

icals. Tomar also emphasised
on making agriculture profitable by increasing production
and crop productivity, besides
reducing input cost as well as
post-harvest crop losses.
He highlighted that the
Centre has launched many
programmes in the last eight
years to boost agriculture sector and double farmers income.
Tomar said the Centre, along
with States, is making efforts to
provide new technologies to
farmers. The government is in
the process to set up 10,000
FPOs (farmers producer organ-
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New Delhi: Bank unions on
Thursday deferred their proposed June 27 strike as Indian
Banks' Association (IBA) agreed
to initiate negotiation talks on
their demands.
The United Forum of Bank
Union (UFBU), an umbrella
body of nine bank unions,
including All India Bank
Officers' Confederation
(AIBOC), All India Bank
Employees
Association
(AIBEA) and National
Organisation of Bank Workers
(NOBW) had threaten to go on
strike to press for issues related
to pension and demand for fivedays-a-week work.
As per agreement with IBA,
the negotiation talks on various
pending issues would begin on
July 1, AIBEA general secretary
C H Venkatachalam said after
a meeting held under chairmanship of Chief Labour
Commissioner.
Other demands included
an updation and revision of
pension for all pensioners and
doing away with national pension scheme and restoring old
pension scheme for all bank
employees.
PTI
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he Reser ve Bank on
T
Thursday proposed norms
for the outsourcing of IT services to ring-fence banks and
other regulated entities from
financial, operational and reputational risks.
Regulated entities (REs)
will not require prior approval
from the central bank for the
outsourcing of IT and ITenabled services, according to
RBI's draft Master Direction on
Outsourcing of Information
Technology (IT) Services.
"The underlying principle of
these Directions is that the RE
should ensure that outsourcing
arrangements neither diminish
its ability to fulfil its obligations
to customers nor impede effective supervision by the supervising authority," said the draft,
on which the RBI has invited
comments from stakeholders
by July 22.
Banks, payment banks,
cooperative banks, credit information companies, NBFCs and
other regulated entities, would
be required to put in place a
comprehensive
board-
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isations) to improve income of
farming community, he added.
The minister said country
is self-sufficient in foodgrains
production while the government is making efforts to boost
oilseeds and pulese output in a
mission mode. He spoke about
the need to undertake research
in agriculture sector in the field
of new seed varieties to
improve crop yield.
Talking about fertilisers
and pesticides, Tomar said
there is a need to promote balanced use of these crop protection products. He agreed

Minister about your demand,"
he said.Tomar said he would
take up the issue with the
finance ministry on behalf of
the industry but a final decision
on this would be taken by the
GST Council.
The minister was responding to the demand made by
FICCI Crop Protection
Committee Chairman R G
Agarwal that the GST should
be reduced to 5 per cent from
18 per cent, as it is in the case
of fertilisers. This will bring
down the cost and promote
usage of crop-protection chem-
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he Bureau of Indian
Standards (BIS) has come
T
out with performance standards for electric vehicle batteries in order to ensure the
safety of consumers, a senior
consumer affairs ministry official said on Thursday.
BIS, the national standards-setting body that functions under the consumer
affairs ministry, has published
the "performance standards
for electronic vehicle batteries",
the official said.
The standard "IS 17855:
2022" has been formulated for
lithium-ion traction battery
packs and systems of electrically-propelled road vehicles
and it has been harmonized
with ISO 12405-4: 2018, the
official added.
According to the official,
the new EV batteries' standard
incorporates the test procedure
for the basic characteristic of
performance, reliability and
electrical functionality for the
battery packs and system for

either high power or high
energy application.
This standard is formulated considering real-life scenarios for an electric vehicle
such as vehicle in parking (battery is not used for an extended period of time), the battery
system is being shipped
(stored), operating battery at
low and high temperature etc.,
accordingly various tests are
incorporated in this standard.
Electric vehicles operate
on an electric motor and
rechargeable batteries. Over
the past decade, electric vehicles have grown in terms of visibility and availability in the
market. Most electric vehicles
use lithium-ion batteries
because of their high power-toweight ratio.
Considering the safety
aspect of batteries for electronic
vehicles, the BIS is in the
process of publishing two more
standards related to batteries
for various passenger and
goods carrying vehicles (L, M
and N categories), the official
said.

approved IT outsourcing policy. "Outsourcing of any activity of the RE shall not diminish its obligations as also of its
Board and senior management, who shall be ultimately
responsible for the outsourced
activity.
"RE shall take steps to
ensure that the service provider
employs the same high standard of care in performing the
services as would have been
employed by the RE if the same
activity was not outsourced,"
the draft said.
The draft specifies the role
of the board and senior management, besides norms pertaining to the usage of cloud
computing services and outsourcing of the Security
Operations Center (SOC).
The RBI has also proposed
that the REs should set up a
robust grievance redressal
mechanism, "which in no way
shall be compromised on
account of outsourcing", meaning responsibility for redressal
of customers' grievances related to outsourced services
would rest with them.
As per the draft, a risk

management framework for
the outsourcing of IT services
should comprehensively deal
with the processes and responsibilities for the identification,
measurement, mitigation/
management and reporting of
risks associated with outsourcing.
Entities regulated by
the RBI should also require
their service providers to develop and establish a robust
framework for documenting,
maintaining and testing
Business Continuity Plan
(BCP) and Disaster Recovery
Plan (DRP).
Also, a RE could outsource
any IT activity/IT-enabled service within its business group/
conglomerate, provided that
such an arrangement is backed
by the Board-approved policy
and appropriate service level
arrangements/ agreements with
its group entities are in place,
the draft said.
It has also proposed additional requirements for crossborder
outsourcing.In
February this year, the RBI had
proposed to issue a guideline
on outsourcing.
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Serena comeback cut short by Jabeur injury
Q 40BC1>DA=4
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erena Williams' return to
tennis action has been cut
short after doubles partner
Ons Jabeur withdrew from the
Eastbourne tournament because
of a knee injury.
The WTA event had seen
tennis great Williams, 40, play her
first two competitive matches
since she limped out of last year's
Wimbledon in tears with a hamstring problem.
The American and Tunisian
partner Jabeur made it through to
the semi-finals with a narrow last
16 win over Maria Bouzkova and
Sara Sorribes Tormo, before a
more convincing quarter-final
victory in straight sets against
Shuko Aoyama and Chan Haoching.
Williams will now focus on
Wimbledon where she has
accepted a wild card into the
women's singles in a bid to win
a record-equalling 24th Grand
Slam title.
She will find out who she
faces in the first round when the
draw is made on Friday.
Earlier on Wednesday, serena stepped up her comeback as
the American star powered to a
second successive victory.
Williams and Tunisia's Jabeur
defeated Shuko Aoyama and
Chan Hao-ching 6-2, 6-4 in the
quarter-finals of the Wimbledon
warm-up event at Devonshire
Park.
Williams, 40, had initially
looked rusty on her first appearance for 12 months in Tuesday's
victory over Sara Sorribes Tormo
and Marie Bouzkova.
But she grew into that match
and was more like her old self in
the second step on her comeback
trail.

S

It took only two minutes
for the American to send
down an ace before several
clinical volleys provided the
first break.
The opening set was
wrapped up in 25 minutes
and another break inspired
by Serena in the ninth game
of the second set put them on
the brink of victory.
One more ace for
Williams' tally helped get
her and Jabeur over the line
and they are now just two
victories away from securing
the title.
"I think we played
together much better today,
although I felt we played really well together yesterday.
Ons really helped me out
playing so good," Williams
said.
Quizzed on how she celebrated yesterday, Serena she
went for a dip in the nearby
sea on the south-coast.
"I went to the beach and
for a swim like everyone
here in the cold water, no, no
way! I didn't do much. I just
played with my baby
(Olympia). She is so fun," she
said.
Williams is one Grand
Slam crown away from
equalling
Australian

Margaret Court's record of 24
singles titles at the majors.
The last of her 23 Grand
Slam singles titles came at the
Australian Open in 2017.
Since then she has lost
four Grand Slam finals,
including at Wimbledon in
2018 and 2019.
Williams won the seventh and most recent of her
seven Wimbledon singles
titles in 2016.
Serena, who became a
mother in 2017, has plummeted to 1,204th in the WTA
rankings due to her period
out of action.
Earlier Wednesday, Petra
Kvitova battled into the
Eastbourne women's singles
quarter-finals as the former
Wimbledon champion
fought back to beat Britain's
Katie Boulter 5-7, 6-0, 7-5.
Kvitova, who won
Wimbledon in 2011 and
2014, was in danger of a
shock defeat against Boulter
after the world number 127
took the first set of their last16 clash.
Boulter had knocked out
last year's Wimbledon runner-up Karolina Pliskova in
the previous round.
But former world number two Kvitova showed her
class as she took the second
set at a canter.
The Czech, who last
reached a Grand Slam final
in Australia in 2019, held her
nerve in a tense decider to
win in two hours and 23
minutes.
In the men's singles,
Cameron Norrie defeated
Brandon Nakashima 6-4, 62 for his first win on grass
this season.
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recurve archers, who
had a nightmarish qualificaItionndia's
round in the women's
event, bounced back strongly to
storm into the final, confirming their first medal at the
ongoing World Cup Stage 3
here on Thursday.
A day after all of them
slipped out of top-30 in the
qualifying round to get a lowly
13th seed, the trio of Deepika
Kumari, Ankita Bhakat and
Simranjeet Kaur beat Ukraine,
Britain and Turkey en route the
summit clash.
They will be against
Chinese Taipei on Sunday.
The Indian women's
recurve trio started off by eliminating fourth-seed Ukraine
5-1 (57-53, 57-54, 55-55).
Against Great Britain in the
quarterfinals, they dropped
just four points to down their
opponents 6-0 (59-51, 59-51,

58-50).
In the semifinals, they had
a slow start, aggregating 56 in
the first set but their eighthseeded Turkish rivals Gulnaz
Coskun, Ezgi Basaran and
Yasemin Anagoz shot a poor 51
to concede the first set by five
points.
The Indians stepped up in
the second set to edge out their
rivals by one-point before they
went on to lose their first set of
the day when the Turkish team
won the third 55-54 to make it
2-4.
Needing a tie in the fourth
set to confirm their passage to
the final, the Indians held their
nerve and stood to their task
for a 5-3 (56-51, 57-56, 54-55,
55-55) win.
Luck also was on their side
as they did not have to face
their nemesis Koreans as the
top-seeds were upset by eighthseeded Turkish team in the
quarters.
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Under-17 women's football team
IItalyndia's
suffered a humiliating 0-7 defeat against
in the opening match of a four-nation
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tournament at Grandisco D'lsonzo stadium
here.
The Thomas Dennerby-coached side
started off the match by trying to press the
opposition high up the pitch and entice mistakes from them.
Italy almost took the lead in the 10th
minute as Dragoni had just Indian goalkeeper Monalisa to beat but the latter stretched
and produced a wonderful save to deny the
Italian.
However, India's resistance soon lay in
tatters as just one minute later, Maria Rossi
put the ball into the back of the net.
India came the closest to scoring on the
half-hour mark when Anita tried a longrange effort to catch the Italian defence offguard but her shot missed the target by a
whisker.
The floodgates opened after that as Anna
Longobardi and Giulla Dragoni scored in the

31st and 33rd minutes, respectively, to give
the Italians some much-needed cushion.
Italy picked up right from where they left
off in the first half as Manuela Sciabica scored
in the 48th minute.
Couple of quick-fire goals followed
after that and within 15 minutes of the second half, Italy had extended their lead to six
goals.
Dennerby made some changes in the
60th minute as Neha, Rejiya, Babina and
Pinku came on for Nitu, Lynda, Kajol and
Shelja, respectively.
Marta Zambomi scored the final goal of
the game in the 67th minute as she stretched
Italy's lead to 7 goals.
On an exposure tour, the Indian team
will compete in two tournaments to gear up
for the U-17 women's World Cup in India
during October-November.
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on Thursday named an
18-member women's hockIeyndia
team for the upcoming

ormer All England champianchester United star
F
on Lee Zii Jia has pulled out Mfootballer Cristiano
of
the
upcoming Ronaldo is planning to return
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Commonwealth Games to manage his workload, keeping in
mind the World Championships
in August.
The world number five
Malaysian's withdrawal will
make it a bit easier for the Indian
duo of Kidambi Srikanth and
Lakshya Sen to go for the coveted Gold at the Birmingham
event with Singapore's first ever
badminton world champion
Loh Kean Yew emerging as one
of the favourites.
"This is a difficult decision
to make because I have played
so many back-to-back tournaments and I think my body condition lacks rest and (so) I have
to
choose
between
Commonwealth and the World
Championships," Zii Jia said in
a video posted on Twitter. "I have
already spoken to my team
members as well and we came
out with a decision to focus
more on World Championships
instead."
The
Commonwealth
Games is scheduled in
Birmingham from July 28 to
Aug 8, while the world
Championships will be held in
Tokyo from August 22 to 28.
Zii Jia will compete at the
Malaysian Open from June 28 to
July 3, followed by the Malaysian
Masters from July 5-10.

back to Juventus after an
underwhelming season with
Premier League club.
According to reports,
Ronaldo's manager Jorge
Mendis has already made a
move and offered the 37-yearold striker's service to Juventus.
An AS.com report suggests that Ronaldo's manager
has offered the footballer to the
Italian giants. It has been
learned that Juventus have not
totally ruled out having star
footballer in their side,
although there is some doubt
over whether they would be
able to complete a deal.
United have not won the
Premier League title since 2013
and last won a trophy in 2017.
They finished last season in
sixth place, having sacked Ole
Gunnar Solskjaer and replaced
him with interim boss Ralf
Rangnick.
The new manager of the
club, Erik ten Hag has been
tasked with a tricky rebuilding
job in his first summer at Old
Trafford and will need to get to
work on replacing some of the
star names who will leave when
their contracts expire on June
30.
Ronaldo is reportedly 'worried' about United's current
approach in the transfer win-

dow, according to a report
from AS.com.
Along with Ronaldo,
Pogba, who was bought by the
club for a record $112 million,
could return to his former
club Juventus.
The 37-year old found the
back of the net 24 times in what
was a forgetful season for
Manchester United, as they
failed to qualify for the
Champions League, a result
that leaves Ronaldo's future at
the Old Trafford under doubts.
Ronaldo made 134 appearances for Juventus, scoring 101
goals and winning two league
titles as well as two Coppa
Italia.

Commonwealth Games, with
star striker Rani Rampal left
out yet again for failing to
regain full fitness after an
injury.
The CWG team is very
similar to the one taking part
in the World Cup next month.
The side will be captained
by goalkeeper Savita Punia
while experienced defender
Deep Grace Ekka will be her
deputy in the Birmingham
CWG, to be held from July 28
to August 8. The duo will also
take the same roles in the
World Cup, to be co-hosted by
the Netherlands and Spain
from July 1 to 17.
There are only three
changes in the CWG squad
from the World Cup team.
Rajani Etimarpu was named
in place of Bichu Devi
Kharibam as number two
goalkeeper while World Cup
team member Sonika (midfielder) was left out from the
CWG squad. Forward Sangita
Kumari, who was named as
one of the replacement players for the World Cup, figured
in the CWG team as a full
member.
India have been placed in
pool A along with England,
Canada, Wales and Ghana.
They will begin their campaign on July 29 against
Ghana.
Rani, who led the Indian

women to a historic fourthplace finish at the Tokyo
Olympics, was picked for the
recent FIH Pro League matches
in
B elgium
and
Netherlands after recovering
from a hamstring injury.
She didn't feature in the
first four games of the side's
European leg of Pro League,
raising doubts about her fitness. Eventually, it cost her a
place in the World Cup-bound
squad.
In
the
2014
Commonwealth Games in
Gold Coast, India had finished fourth after losing to
England in the bronze medal
match. However, after an
impressive campaign in their

maiden FIH Pro League
where they finished overall
third behind Argentina and
the Netherlands, the Indian
team is looking for a podium
finish in Birmingham.
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Goalkeepers: Savita (c),
Rajani Etimarpu
Defenders: Deep Grace Ekka
(vc), Gurjit Kaur, Nikki
Pradhan, Udita
Midfielders: Nisha, Sushila
Chanu
Pukhrambam,
Monika, Neha, Jyoti, Navjot
Kaur, Salima Tete
Forwards: Vandana Katariya,
Lalremsiami, Navneet Kaur,
Sharmila Devi, Sangita
Kumari.
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B Leipzig have extended
;fcX_b6ciTU^a6Ta\P]haTRP[[PUcTa5aP]ZUdac\^eT
the contract of their topR
on as a substitute in the World
Cup final.
scoring France for ward
Christopher Nkunku until
2026, it was announced
Thursday.
The 24-year-old was in
stellar form last season, banging in 35 goals, including 20 in
the Bundesliga, plus 19 assists
in 50 matches in all competitions.
His performances earned
him a debut in the France team
last March and attracted interest from his former club PSG
and Manchester United.
Nkunku still had two years
on his original contract, but RB
Leipzig managing director
Oliver Mintzlaff has secured his
services for another four years.
The new deal reportedly
includes a significant salary
raise with magazine Kicker
and German daily Bild claiming a release clause of around
60 million euros becomes
active next summer.
"I was really impressed with
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orld Cup winner Mario
Götze has been tipped
for a Germany recall by former
national team coach Joachim
Löw after returning to the
Bundesliga by signing for
Champions League side
Eintracht Frankfurt.
Götze completed his
transfer from Dutch Eredivisie
runners-up PSV Eindhoven by
signing a three-year contract.
"I'm really looking forward
to playing for Eintracht
Frankfurt," said Götze, who
scored an extra-time winner in
Germany's victory over
Argentina in the 2014 World

W

the club's efforts to keep me, so
a big thanks to those responsible, especially Oliver Mintzlaff,
with whom I was always in
close contact," Nkunku said in
a statement.
Red Bull-backed Leipzig

Cup final, is backing the midfielder to stake a claim for an
international recall despite
last playing for Germany in
2017.
"He has all the qualities for
it," Löw, who stepped down as
coach after Euro 2020, told Sky.
"He will play in the
Champions League again, will
be the focus here in the
Bundesliga and will want to
put himself forward for a
World Cup place."
Götze rebuilt his confidence during his two-year
spell at PSV after struggling for
form at Bayern Munich and
Borussia Dortmund.

"The club has developed
incredibly and embarked on
an exciting, ambitious path
which I am glad to be a part
of."
Frankfurt have qualified
for the Champions League for
the first time since losing the
1960 European Cup final to
Real Madrid after winning the
Europa League last season.
Sporting director Markus
Kroesche said Götze turned
down "numerous offers" in
order to join Frankfurt.
"We have lacked a type of
player like him so far," said
Kroesche.
Löw, who brought Götze
won the German Cup last season, a first title for the club
which was only founded in
2009.
They have again qualified
for the Champions League next
season and Nkunku said the

club has big goals.
"RB Leipzig have made a
name for themselves on the
international stage in recent
years and have shown we can
compete for titles," he said.
"We want to build on that

going forward and go one step
further."
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Ajax forward Sebastien
Haller flew to Germany on

Thursday to complete a medical
check before signing with
Borussia Dortmund as a
replacement for Erling Haaland.
Haller was picked up by
Dortmund officials after landing at the city's airport from
where he was taken for his
medical.
The 28-year-old Ivory
Coast international is reportedly poised to ink a four-year deal
with Dortmund to replace
Haaland, who has joined
Premier League champions
Manchester City.
German daily Bild say
Haller's transfer from Ajax is set
to cost Bundesliga runners-up
Dortmund around 31 million
euros ($32.5 million) including
bonuses.
Haller was in superb form
in the Champions League last
season, scoring 11 goals in
eight games including four in a
5-1 win over Sporting Lisbon in
Ajax's opening group match.
The Dutch champions
bowed out in the last 16, but
Haller went on to score 21 goals
in 31 games in the Eredivisie.
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INDIA CHOKE SL, TAKE 1-0 LEAD
Q 30<1D;;0

he Indian bowlers choked the Sri
Lankan women's team after Jemimah
Rodrigues's vital knock on return to
secure a convincing 34-run victory in the first
T20 International here on Thursday.
Defending a modest 139, left-arm spinner Radha Yadav (2/22) made her presence
felt right after the powerplay by dismissing the
dangerous-looking Sri Lankan captain
Chamari Athapaththu (16) and Harsihtha
Madavi (10) in three balls.
Reduced to 27 for three inside seven overs,
Sri Lanka never managed to get going in the
run chase, which was further derailed by some
tight bowling by seamer Deepti Pooja
Vastrakar in the middle overs en route to a
tidy spell of 4-1-13-1.
Deepti Sharma gave India a flying start,
dismissing opener Vishmi Gunaratne (0) in
the second over. The senior off-spinner was
at her miserly best in the powerplay and
returned with figures of 3-1-9-1 to stymie the
Sri Lanka's progress early on.
Deepti also took a stunning catch running
in from deep square leg to give Radha her second wicket of the day.
Kavisha Dilhari waged a lone battle for the
hosts with a fighting 49-ball 47 (6x4), but the
Indians' top-class bowling and fielding
ensured their team emerged easy winners for
a 1-0 lead in the three-match series.
The hosts needed 78 runs in the last five
overs and Kavisha got going with a flurry of
boundaries against Harmanpreet Kaur and
Radha.
But it proved insufficient as the Indians
choked the home team's run rate while
denying the Islanders any six in their innings.
Shafali Varma compounded Sri Lanka's
misery by dismissing Ama Kanchana (11) in
the death overs to leave them tottering at 104
for five.

T

The second match of the series is slated
for Saturday.
Opting to bat, India lost opener Smriti
Mandhana (1) in the third over of the game,
the 25-year-old becoming the victim of veteran spinner Oshadi Ranasinghe while looking to free her arms. She hit a tossed-up delivery straight to Chamari Aththapatu at midon.
Sabbhineni Meghana was out for a golden duck, sent back to the dressing room by
old warhorse Ranasinghe.

Losing two wickets early and under pressure in the hot and humid Dambulla, it was
left to the duo of Harmanpreet and Shefali
Verma to take control of the situation.
A well-settled Verma was the next to go,
dismissed by Aththapatu on 31 while trying
to go for a maximum.
Smart bowling by the Lankans ensured
that they soon got their biggest breakthrough
when Harmanpreet (22) was trapped in
front of the wicket by spinner Inoka
Ranaweera in the 11th over.

Ranaweera picked two more wickets to
send back wicketkeeper batter Richa Ghosh
(11) and Pooja Vastrakar (14) to reduce the
visitors to 106 for six in 17 overs and leave
Jemimah with the task of giving the Indian
total a semblance of respectability.
Coming in at five, Rodrigues, who made
her comeback to the side after a while, did not
succumb to the pressure and scored some crucial runs, hitting three fours and a six, with
Deepti Sharma playing the second fiddle with
a 17 off 8 balls.

Bharat impresses, top-order fails in warm-up match against Leicestershire
Q ;4824BC4A

icketkeeper Srikar Bharat
impressed with an unbeaten 70,
W
even as India's top-order failed to get
batting practice on the first day of their
warm-up match against Leicestershire
here on Thursday.
Opting to bat after winning the
toss, India's top guns failed to fire as the
visitors slipped to 81 for five, before
reaching 246 for eight at the close of
play.
Bharat shone during his 158minute stay in the middle before rain
brought an early end to the day's proceedings at Grace Road.
In all, the 28-year-old batter from

Andhra hit eight fours and a six while
facing 111 balls. At stumps,
Mohammed Shami was giving Bharat
company on 18.
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ngland's Stuart Broad was
closing in on 550 Test
E
wickets after striking in the
first over of the match and
then removing New Zealand
captain Kane Williamson on
the opening day of the series
finale at Headingley on
Thursday.
New Zealand, already 20 down in a three-match
series, were 65 for three at
lunch after winning the toss
under blue skies and on a
seemingly good pitch for batting in Leeds.
England were looking to
make it three wins out of three
under their new leadership
duo of captain Ben Stokes and
red-ball coach Brendon
McCullum, a former New
Zealand skipper.
They were without James
Anderson, their all-time leading Test wicket-taker, because
of an ankle injury.
But any disappointment
at Anderson's absence was
soon eased when his longtime
new-ball partner Broad
removed Tom Latham for a
sixth-ball duck after he edged
a delivery straight to Joe Root
at first slip.
New Zealand were none
for one at that stage, but Will
Young and Williamson, back
in action after missing the second Test in Nottingham with
a bout of coronavirus,

repaired some of the early
damage.
Williamson, on a ground
where he had played for
Yorkshire, smashed Broad for
four and Young cut a boundary off Test debutant Jamie
Overton, with the Surrey
quick preferred to twin brother Craig as the replacement
for Anderson.
Spin, however, ended a
promising partnership, when
left-armer Jack Leach struck
with his first ball, turning and
straightened a delivery past
Young's bat to have the opener lbw for 20.
Young reviewed, more in
hope than expectation, with
replays indicating the ball
would have hit the middle of
middle stump and New
Zealand were 35 for two
inside 13 overs.
Broad then captured the
key wicket of Williamson,
whose fluent 31 had included
five fours, when the star batsman edged a fine leg-cutter to
wicketkeeper Ben Foakes as
the seamer took his 548th Test
wicket.
Williamson, in a rare
show of emotion, ripped off
his glove in disgust.
New Zealand almost lost
a fourth wicket before lunch
when left-hander Devon
Conway, on 11, inside-edged
Broad, only for Foakes to
drop a difficult one-handed
chance as he dived to his right.

Skipper Rohit Sharma (25) and
Shubman Gill (21) got out after getting
starts. The opening duo, which is set
to begin India's innings in the one-off
'fifth Test', added 35 runs for the first
wicket before the latter was dismissed
by fast-medium bowler Will Davis.
India's first-choice wicketkeeper
Rishabh Pant, who was representing the
English county side alongside
Cheteshwar Pujara, Jasprit Bumrah and
Prasidh Krishna, held on to the catch
of Gill, who found the fence four times
while lasting 38 minutes.
For the addition of another 15 runs,
India lost the wicket of Rohit, who hit
three fours during his 64-minute stay
in the middle.

Rohit's departure paved the way for
Virat Kohli's arrival, and the former
India captain looked to take the onus
upon himself to prop up India.
In between, Hanuma Vihari (3)
came on to bat at number three but
departed cheaply off the bowling of
Roman Walker.
Shreyas Iyer failed to open his
account and walked back to the dressing room after facing 11 balls, having
nicked Prasidh to the waiting hands of
Pant.
All-rounder Ravindra Jadeja too
failed to make an impact as he was
adjudged lbw off the bowling of Roman
Walker, who finished the day with
impressive figures of 5/24.
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ords of encouragement from
Rohit Sharma and Rishabh
W
Pant lifted Jemimah Rodrigues'
spirit while she tackled a difficult
phase and worked on her comeback, which began right after
being dropped from the Indian
women's team.
The chirpy cricketer feels she
is blessed to have spoken to the
likes of Rohit and Pant.
Jemimah, who was not part of
India's World Cup squad in New
Zealand, marked her return to
international cricket with a vital
27-ball 36 not out to give India
enough runs to defend in the first
T20 International here on
Thursday.
"My journey since the last Sri
Lanka tour has not been smooth,
it had its ups and downs. I have
spoken to Rohit Sharma and
Rishabh Pant, they told me these
moments will define your career,
they told me not to take it (being
dropped from the squad before the
World Cup) in a negative way,"
Jemimah said at the post-match
press conference.
"They told me I should take up
the challenge and move ahead. I
am blessed to have spoken to
them."
Coming in at number five,
Rodrigues did not succumb to the
pressure created by the Sri Lankan
bowlers and scored some crucial
runs, hitting three fours and a six.
India posted 138 for 6 and the visiting bowlers choked the Sri
Lankans to secure a convincing 34run victory.

"I have understood my game
better in the four-five months, I
have become calmer, I have
changed though my height
remains the same," said Jemimah.
"I started preparing right after
I was dropped."
Coming into the middle at a
crucial juncture of the innings,
Jemimah said she was nervous to
start with.
"This innings means a lot, I
was nervous initially but the late
cut boundary helped me a lot in
easing things up. I am back in the
side after 4-5 months or maybe
more than that. I was pumped up."
Asked about the pitch, she
said, "I don't know, it is more like
the pitch where I stay in Mumbai.
The pitches are similar, so I am
used to playing in these conditions.
I love this country, it is a very beautiful country. It is a privilege to
come here and the love we are getting from the board is great."

