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Two men with a cleaver
murdered a tailor here,

saying in a video post on social
media that they are avenging an
insult to Islam and triggering
communal tension in the
Rajasthan city, part of which
was placed under curfew.

Within hours, prohibitory
orders banning the assembly of
people were imposed across the
state for a month and mobile
internet services suspended
for the next 24 hours. At 8 pm,
curfew was declared till further
orders in seven police station
areas of Udaipur city.

The men who allegedly
carried out the daylight murder
posted three videos online
admitting to the crime and
were soon arrested.

In a video clip, one of the
purported assailants declared
that they had “beheaded” the
man and went on to threaten
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, saying their knife will get
him as well.

Indirectly, the assailants
also referred to Nupur Sharma,
the BJP leader suspended from
the party over a remark on
Prophet Mohammad.

Kanhaiya Lal, the tailor,
was recently arrested by the
local police over some remarks
made on social media by him.
A BJP leader said the victim

feared for his life and had
sought police protection, but
the authorities did not act on
his appeal.

The assailants entered his
shop in the city’s Dhan Mandi
area posing as customers. As
the tailor took the measure-
ments, one of them — who
later identified himself as Riaz
Akhtari — attacked him with
a cleaver, nearly severing his
neck. The other man shot the
brutal murder with his mobile
phone.

The two men fled from the
scene and later uploaded this
clip on social media. In anoth-
er video, the alleged assailant
said they “beheaded” the tailor
and threatened the Prime
Minister for lighting “this fire”.

Yet another provocative
video was recorded on June
17, in which Akhtari said he
will post it the day he carries

out the murder. He asked
other members of the com-
munity to continue with sim-
ilar attacks. As the videos cir-
culated on social media, ten-
sion escalated. Local shop-
keepers downed shutters.
Shopkeepers stopped police
from taking away the body,
saying they will allow the
removal of the corpse only
after the murderers are arrest-
ed and compensation  — Rs
50 lakh and a government job
— given to the victim’s fami-
ly. On Twitter, CM Ashok
Gehlot appealed for calm and
asked people not to share the
videos. “The guilty will not be
spared. The entire police team
is working on it with full alert-
ness. I can imagine the anger
which is there among people
due to the murder. We are tak-
ing action accordingly,” he
told reporters in Jodhpur.
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ADelhi court on Tuesday
remanded Alt News co-

founder Mohammed Zubair
in four-day police custody in
the 2018 tweet case in which he
had posted a derogatory mes-
sage against a Hindu deity.
The police had sought a five-
day custody of Zubair.

During the hearing, advo-
cate Vrinda Grover, appearing
for Zubair, argued that Zubair
was being “maliciously tar-
geted” and that the entire
case “borders on absurdity.”
He said the photo which the
accused used in the tweets is
of an old Hindi film from
1983 by Hrishikesh
Mukherjee, “Kissi Se Na
Kehna”, and that the film was
not banned.

Rebutting Zubair’s coun-
sel’s arguments, the Delhi
Police counsel argued that
Zubair’s “deliberate act of out-
raging religious sentiments
was on record” and therefore
his police remand was
required. The Delhi Police
also told the court that Zubair
allegedly “used controversial
tweets to hurt religious feel-
ings in an effort to get fame.”

Chief  Metropolitan
Magistrate Snigdha Sarvaria
passed the order after hearing
arguments. Zubair was pro-
duced before the court on the
expiry of his one-day custodial
interrogation.
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Despite concerns around
misinformation and false

claims, social media users
around the world continue to
believe that the information
they read and share on plat-
forms like Twitter, Instagram,
and Facebook is factually cor-
rect, with levels of trust high-
est in emerging economies.
The study by Oxford University
Press (OUP) has mentioned
about 54 per cent of people in
India turn to social media
looking for factual information.

Further, as many as 87 per

cent of people in India who
share information from social
media are confident in its
truthfulness, slightly above the
global average of three quarters,
OUP research has suggested.
OUP India MD Sumanta Datta
said with over 87 per cent of
Indians placing their trust and
confidence in information cir-
culating on social media, there
is a need to understand the
potential impact of factual
inaccuracies and misinforma-
tion.

“We hope to continue to
provide and increase access to
tools that allow individuals to
be more confident to engage in
debates and discussions in

their pursuit of knowledge. In
a country like India, with a
large young population, it is
imperative to build processes
and policies that help raise a
well-informed, intelligent and
perceptive future generation,”
he said.

The research-led cam-
paign “The Matter of Fact”
looked at the level of under-
standing of how truths are
identified and sources vali-
dated. The findings show that
when looking for factual infor-
mation, 37 per cent turn to
social media, rising to 43 per
cent of Mexicans and South
Africans and 54 per cent of
Indians. Britons were less like-

ly to look for facts using social
media, with only 16 per cent
describing it as a preferred
source, compared to nearly
three in 10 (29 per cent)
Americans.

Overall, most of us rely
heavily on Google and other
search engines for informa-
tion, with two thirds (67 per
cent) worldwide and 62 per
cent in the UK finding facts
this way. Three-quarters of
people are confident informa-
tion they share from social
media is accurate.

The study takes a broad
look at how people across the
world seek out information
and judge its accuracy, draw-

ing on a pool of evidence bol-
stered by survey data collect-
ed from 5,000 people across
the UK, the US, South Africa,
India, and Mexico.

It found that more than
half (52 per cent) said that
when it came to distinguishing
fact from fiction, sites like
Facebook, YouTube, and
Instagram play an important
role.

At the same time, reliance
on books and more tradition-
al means of gathering accurate
information has declined. For
example, less than a third
cited non-fiction books and
encyclopedias as sources when
seeking facts. 
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India and the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) on Tuesday

reviewed the entire spectrum
of their bilateral ties in the
sphere of security, education
and investment during the
talks between Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and UAE
President Sheikh Mohamed
bin Zayed Al Nahyan.

Signifying the robust rela-
tions with India, the UAE
President in a special gesture
personally received and then

gave a warm send-off to Modi
at the Abu Dhabi airport.

Expressing gratitude,
Modi tweeted, “I am touched
by the special gesture of my

brother, His Highness Sheikh
Mohamed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, of coming to wel-
come me at Abu Dhabi air-
port. My gratitude to him.”
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Setting in place the succes-
sion plan in India’s most

valuable company, Reliance
Group chairman Mukesh
Ambani stepped down from
the board of Reliance Jio and
handed over the firm’s reins to
elder son Akash. Reliance Jio
is valued at $217 billion and is
a unit of Reliance Industries
Ltd, whose business spans
from oil refining and petro-
chemicals to retail, media and
new energy.

In a stock exchange filing,
Reliance Jio Infocomm Ltd on
Tuesday said the company’s
board at a meeting on June 27,
“approved the appointment of
Akash M Ambani, non-exec-
utive director, as chairman of
the board of directors of the
company.”
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Not having lost all  hopes
about the possible return

of  a section of  rebel Shiv Sena
MLAs who are currently cam-
paigning at Guwahati,
Maharashtra chief minister
Uddhav Thackeray once again
appealed to them to come back
to Mumbai and hold talks with
him so that a solution could be
found to tide over the political
crisis within the Sena.

However, within hours
after the chief minister held out
an olive branch to the rebel
MLAs, the breakaway faction
leader of the Sena and former
minister Eknath Shinde tweet-
ed a reply: “On one hand, your
son (Minister Aditya
Thackeray) and Spokesperson
(MP Sanjay Raut) called the
revered Balasaheb Thackeray’s
Shiv Sainiks as pigs, gutter-
muck, dogs, cattle, morons,
zombies, and even brought in
the names of their fathers, and
on the other hand, he (Uddhav)
is making a call to save the anti-
Hindutva MVA government
by making an appeal to the
same MLAs to return…What
does this mean?”

Talking to the media,
Uddhav appealed to all Shiv
SENA MLAs to return to the
parent camp. He said that  as
the head of the Sena family, he
respected their views and made
it clear from his heart that till
date “nobody is out of the
party” though the (rebels) are
stuck in Guwahati with all
kinds of speculation.

“I appeal to you all…
Come to me…Let’s talk it out.
Let’s remove all the miscon-
ceptions among the minds of
the people and the Shiv
Sainiks,” Thackeray appealed.

Uddhav said that the par-
ent Sena would accord respect
and dignity to the Sena rebels
“Come in front of me and pre-
sent your views, let’s work out
a solution,” he said..

This is at least the third

direct appeal made by the
CM to the rebels since the
party crisis exploded on the
night of June 21-22. “Many of
you are in contact with us and
are still emotionally connect-
ed with the Shiv Sena… The
families of several have also
got in touch with us and con-
veyed your sentiments to us,”
Uddhav said.

The ruling MVA was
plunged into turmoil, when
that night around 39 Sena
MLAs and 11 others sneaked
out to Gujarat and then to
Assam to join the rebel faction
herded by Shinde.

“Many of you are in con-
tact with us and are still emo-
tionally connected with the
Shiv Sena… The families of
several have also got in touch
with us and conveyed your
sentiments to us,” Uddhav
said. The CM said, “If we all sit
together, we can definitely
come up with a solution to the
political turmoil and cau-
tioned them saying that the
rebel group   had fallen prey to
any kinds of wrong measures,
hinting at a possible tie-up
with the Opposition BJP.”
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Amidst the ongoing political
turmoil in Maharashtra,

former State Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis met Union
Home Minister Amit Shah and
BJP president JP Nadda here on
Tuesday to consult on the next
step to bring back the BJP in
power in the State with the help
of the Shiv Sena rebels.

Fadnavis, who has met the
top leadership at least three-
times in the last seven days, was
joined by BJP MP and senior

lawyer Mahesh Jethmalani in
the meeting with Union Home
Minister Amit Shah.

BJP leaders are under-
stood to have deliberated on
the options available with the
party after the Supreme Court
provided interim relief to Sena
rebels.  They focused on the
legal steps to be taken ahead
of the party’s next possible
political move to establish a
BJP Government in the State
backed by rebel Sena and
independent MLAs.

After meeting Shah,

Fadnavis drove to Nadda’s
residence and briefed him
about the unfolding political
developments in the western
State.

Notwithstanding BJP’s
repeated denial of any role in
the Sena rebellion,  Fadnavis
is widely seen as  making
moves to re-establish a BJP
Government and known to be
in constant touch with Sena
rebel Eknath Shinde.  Shinde
may be made deputy-Chief
Minister in the new BJP-led
dispensation, sources said.  
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As the nationwide protests
are being held across the

country against the Centre’s
defence recruitment scheme
‘Agnipath’, Punjab Vidhan
Sabha will bring a resolution
against the same on the last day
of the ongoing budget session,
June 30. Other than a resolu-
tion in Agnipath, two more res-
olutions — condemning the
ban on Sidhu Moosewala’s con-
troversial new song, SYL, on
YouTube; and condemning the
Centre’s proposed move
regarding the centralisation of
Panjab University. Vidhan
Sabha Speaker Kultar Singh
Sandhwan said that all the
three resolutions would be
tabled in the House on the last
day of the session, along with
other non-official resolutions.

The issue of Agnipath
scheme was raised by the senior
Congress MLA and the Leader
of Opposition Partap Singh
Bajwa, demanding a resolution
on the same. Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann seconded
Bajwa’s demand, while BJP
member and Punjab unit pres-
ident Ashwani Sharma
opposed it while claiming that
the House is being misled.

Speaking during the zero
hour, Bajwa said that 20 per-
cent of Punjab’s youths were
recruited by the defence forces
in the past, then it was made
population-based and 7.8 per-
cent of recruitment was being
done from the State. With the
Agnipath scheme, it would
come down to 2.3 per cent, he
pointed out, while adding, “We
should bring a joint resolution

to oppose it.”Supporting the
demand for bringing a resolu-
tion, Mann said that it was an
emotional issue. “When I think
that a 17-year-old would get
recruited and come back at 21,
he would not even be married,
he would not be able to write
an ex-soldier against his name,
and would not get CSD bene-
fits...I am against this law.”  He
said that not only should the
Punjab Vidhan Sabha bring
this resolution but also all state
assemblies across the country
should follow suit, he said.
“This is not only about
Agnipath. Whenever in other
countries, a law is formed,

sweets are distributed. But here
fires are shot, riots break out,
and protests take place,” he
added.“Agnipath is a whimsi-
cal and irrational move of the
NDA government which will
destroy the basic fabric of the
Indian Army,” he said adding
that this is another illogical
move by the NDA Government
to ruin the future of the coun-
try’s youth.He said that no
one, except BJP leaders, has
ever understood the merits of
schemes like demonetisation,
GST, draconian farm laws and
others; and “Agnipath is an
addition to such baseless
moves, which no one is able to
understand. It is unfortunate
and unbelievable that youth
will join the Army after attain-
ing the age of 17 years and
superannuate merely after four
years at age of 21”.He said that
‘Agnipath’ reflects the sorry
state of affairs in the country as
the party in power at the
Centre is recklessly running its
affairs without applying mind.

BJP MLA Ashwani Sharma
opposed the demand. “When a
17-year-old will be recruited, he
will get an educational qualifi-
cation and skill development
training," he said. Meanwhile,
Congress MLA Sukhpal Singh
Khaira raised the issue of a ban
against Sidhu Moosewala’s lat-
est song, SYL, from YouTube
after the BJP-led Centre’s com-
plaint; along with banning sev-
eral Twitter handles including
that of Kisan Ekta Morcha and
Tractor to Twitter. “This must
also be condemned and made
a part of the resolution against
the Agnipath scheme,” he
added.Agreeing to the same,
Mann said: “Whenever a voice

is suppressed, we will oppose it.
We will bring a
resolution...Freedom of speech
is a fundamental right in the
country.”AAP MLA and
Education Minister Gurmeet
Singh Meet Hayer also sug-
gested that the House should
also bring a resolution con-
demning the centralisation of
Panjab University.

UPROAR IN VID-
HAN SABHA OVER
VVIP TREATMENT
TO MUKHTAR
ANSARI IN ROPAR
JAIL

Heated exchange of words
was witnessed on the fourth
day of Punjab Vidhan Sabha’s
budget session on Tuesday
with the ruling Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) and the main
opposition Congress party
sparring over spending lakhs to
give VVIP treatment to a gang-
ster-turned-politician in
Punjab’s jail. Maintaining that
he has ordered an inquiry into
Mukhtar Ansari’s stay in
Punjab’s jail, AAP MLA and
Punjab Jails Minister Harjot
Singh Bains alleged that the
erstwhile Congress govern-
ment had given “five-star”
facilities to the Uttar Pradesh-
based gangster-politician dur-
ing his stay in Ropar jail after
a fake FIR was registered
against him. Bains, speaking
during the discussion on the
budget proposals, claimed that
Ansari was locked in the Ropar
jail under a fake FIR for two
years and three months, point-
ing out that a challan was also
not presented in Ansari's case.
It is important to mention

here that, after Ropar jail,
Mukhtar Ansari was shifted to
Uttar Pradesh's Bandha jail in
2021. Refuting the claims, the

Leader of Opposition Partap
Singh Bajwa asked Bains to
substantiate his claims with
“proof ”.

Punjab Assembly to bring a resolution
against Agnipath scheme on June 30

Haryana CM inaugurates 7500 micro
irrigation schemes in Panchkula

PNS n MOHALI

Asub-inspector of police shot and injured a
motorcyclist during a scuffle at a checkpoint

in Punjab's Derabassi, following which the offi-
cer was suspended on Tuesday. A police vehi-
cle was vandalized by a group of people following
the incident that happened on Sunday, police
said.

A purported video of the incident which sur-
faced on the internet showed a man scuffling
with the policeman who then fires a single shot
at the man's leg.  The injured man, Hitesh Kumar
(24), was admitted to a hospital in Chandigarh,
police said.

A police team patrolling the area stopped a
couple on a two-wheeler for checking. 

The woman had an argument with Sub-
Inspector (SI) Balwinder Singh and called

some of her relatives following which they
entered into an altercation with the cops, they
said. 

Senior Superintendent of Police (Mohali)
Vivek Sheel Soni on Tuesday ordered the reg-
istration of an FIR against Singh and placed him
under suspension. Departmental action against
three police personnel present on the spot was
also initiated, the SSP said.

According to a police statement, ''The
development came after the SI, who along with
the police team was conducting a routine
checking, fired at the leg of a person identified
as Hitesh Kumar following a scuffle with some
individuals on the night of June 26.'' 

He said a Special Investigation Team (SIT)
headed by the Superintendent of Police
Headquarters in Mohali has been constituted to
investigate the incident and submit a report.

PNS n PANCHKULA

After inaugurating 7,500
micro irrigation schemes

in Panchkula, Haryana Chief
Minister Manohar Lal Khattar
on Tuesday said that the results
of Mera Pani Meri Virasat
Yojana, which was launched
two years ago during COVID-
19, has started showing results
at the ground level.

Khattar flagged off mobile
vans of micro irrigation in the
programme organized in
Panchkula by the Micro
Irrigation and Command Area

Development Authority
(MICADA). Along with this,
two vehicles were dispatched
from all the districts so that the
message of water conserva-
tion can reach the general pub-
lic.

He said about 200 water
treatment plants are operating
in the state and more than 50
percent of the treated water is
being reused for irrigation and
other works. Natural water
sources also have to be saved,
for this we have to make plan-
tations, dams etc. but we can-
not produce water. We have to

use the available water carefully.
In another programme,

Khattar said that a new
roadmap has been prepared for
the development of Panchkula
and Panchkula Metropolitan
Development Authority has
also been constituted to take it
forward. 

In this episode, the foun-
dation stone of 11 projects has
been laid today, which will
prove to be a milestone for the
development of the district.  He
laid foundation stones of pro-
jects worth Rs 5,540.23 lakh for
Panchkula district.

Himachal CM dedicates second university
of state named after Sardar Patel

PNS n SHIMLA

Himachal Chief Minister Jai
Ram Thakur on Tuesday

formally dedicated the second
University of Himachal
Pradesh at Mandi by inaugu-
rating two blocks of the
University constructed by
spending an amount of Rs.
16.18 crore. Over 141 govern-
ment and private colleges of
Mandi, Kangra, Chamba,
Lahaul Spiti and Kullu districts
have been included under this
State University named Sardar
Patel University, Mandi.

Addressing the inaugural
ceremony , Thakur announced
that College and University
teachers would be provided

revised UGC scales and noti-
fication in this respect would be
issued within a month. He
said that this day would go
down in the annals of the State
as a golden moment that sec-
ond Government State
University has come into exis-
tence in the State after 52 years
to enable the youth of the
State to get higher education
nearer to their area. He said
that after the formation of
Himachal Pradesh, the first
State University was estab-
lished in Shimla on 22 July
1970.  He said that students
coming from far flung areas of
the State would be benefited by
the establishment of a new
University in Mandi.

Working to make Chandigarh one of the best cities
in the country, says Municipal Commissioner
AMITABH SHUKLA

Workaholic, dynamic and a
go-getter. That describes

2007 Batch Punjab cadre IAS
officer Anindita Mitra,
Commissioner of the
Chandigarh Municipal
Corporation. Ever since she
took over as the chief of the
civic body of the City Beautiful,
she has been conceptualizing
new schemes, strengthening
the existing ones and imple-
menting them with a mission-
ary zeal so that Chandigarh
counts amongst not only the
best cities of the country but
the world. It's no wonder that
one finds her making rounds of
the city early in the morning
when most people are still in
their beds to get a ringside view
of what lacks where and how to
overcome the problems and
issues identified in the morn-
ing visitations to different sec-
tors and urban villages.  

Sixteen hours work sched-
ule apart, at a personal level,
Anindita Mitra is a fitness
freak and over a period of time
has discovered the benefits of
intermittent fasting. What
exactly is this? "It's simple.
Having no meals from 8 pm in
the evening to 2 pm in the
afternoon for 6 days in a week,
except Saturdays. No breakfast
or anything," she says. That's'
well 16 hours without a morsel

of food. This entitles her to
become the  brand ambas-
sador of intermittent fasting if
there indeed is a commercial
concept on it. Of course, she is
happy with it only as a mantra
of fitness. Many in the city, in
any case, describe her as a
brand ambassador of hygiene,
civic standards and Smart City.
The Resident Welfare
Associations will vouch for the
fact that she is the most acces-
sible officer they have ever
come across and is on the
dialing list of the office-
bearers of these associ-
ations.  

She used to be an
avid reader earlier but
of late finds little time
to indulge in her pas-
sion due to the nature
of her work which is more or
less 24x7. The last book she
read was the Shiva Trilogy
series by Amish Tripathi even
as the philosophical books by
Ayn Rand have been her
favorites ever since she got into
the world of books.  A pet lover,
the Labrador whom Mitra con-
siders a part of the family, has
been named Google. 

The inquisitive Google,
who is now almost 14 years of
age, considered old for a Dog,
sits and stretches near the
Commissioner with eyes
watching her which reflects
tranquility. Amid this, The

Pioneer got in touch with her
to get all the updates about her
plans and vision for the City
Beautiful. 

It has not even been a
year since you took over as
the chief of the civic body.
How do you see these
weeks and months heading
the MCC?

I joined in August 2021 but
got hold of the things better in
October. The Swacchta
Sarvekshan ranking in which

Chandigarh was
placed at the Number
66 rank was a wake-
up call for me.
Service delivery to
the citizens and man-
aging and processing
the waste was crucial

to get going and improve on the
rankings. We made it a point to
involve citizens and make them
realise that they have the most
important role in the improve-
ments. Campaign was run on
segregation of dry, wet and haz-
ardous waste. The plant for
processing dry waste was
closed for some reasons and it
is only now that we have man-
aged to float tenders and things
would get going and the waste
dump of Dadu Majra would
soon be a thing of the past.
Similarly, the processing capac-
ity of wet waste too has been
increased and then, we are

coming up with another plant
for horticulture waste like
leaves and remnants of tree
pruning. Then, the processing
of sanitary waste would be
done in incinerators along with
bio-medical waste. 

For hazardous waste, we
have signed an agreement with

a company and this way all
kinds of waste will be processed
and taken care of. As service
delivery too is extremely
important, GPS devices were
placed on the vehicles collect-
ing garbage and monitoring
units set up. Consequently, the
services improved by leaps and

bounds.

What is this concept of
Cafe Loo in the city which
you are implementing?

Well, this is not a new con-
cept as such as a few states and
cities like Delhi, Hyderabad
and Chennai are already imple-
menting it. 

As a pilot project, in 4-5
markets of the city, we will
hand over the maintenance of
the public toilets to private
players and allow them some
commercial activity like setting
up bottled cold drink and
water dispensers like airports.
They will have the incentive to
take care of these toilets and it
will remain clean all the time.

What are the projects
on which you are current-
ly working?

We are also working on
stray dog and pet dog man-
agement. Sterilization of stray
dogs sector wise is being
worked out with an NGO.
Target would be sterilization of
two third bitches and one third
dogs to keep the stray popula-
tion under control. There
would be geo-tagging of the
dogs when taken for steriliza-
tion and then when released.
They are highly territorial and
have to be released in the same

locality. Then, we have also
planned a pet dog park as a
pilot project. This would be a
reserved space for the pet own-
ers and they can come to this
park. As pets are not allowed in
other parks, this will be a boon
for the pet lovers. For stray cat-
tle, intensive catching and ren-
ovating the gaushalas are being
planned.

MCC has just launched
"Har Gadi Bin, Har Gadi
Bag'' plan. Could you elab-
orate on this.

This is  to sensitize citizens
towards littering and ban on
single use plastic. If every cit-
izen keeps a shopping bag in
his/her car, plastic bags can be
completely eliminated from
market areas. If every car has
a dustbin, and citizens put
their thrash in the same, litter-
ing can be greatly reduced.
MCC and RLA have tied up
with all the car dealers that
both at the time of sale of a new
car, and at the time of servic-
ing, the car dealer shall provide
the customer with a dustbin
and a shopping bag to try and
inculcate these habits in citi-
zens. RLA will make it com-
pulsory for citizens who come
to renew their registrations, to
install dustbins and keep
cloth/jute shopping bags in
the vehicles. This is an impor-

tant step as Chandigarh has the
highest vehicular density any-
where in the country at 878
registered vehicles per 1000
persons.

What are the other ini-
tiatives to get rid of plastic
bags?

MCC has been taking sev-
eral steps to curb plastic men-
ace. We have started a selfie
with a shopping bag/selfie with
a bottle(to reduce the use of
plastic disposable water bottles)
in which citizens have been
asked to tag the MCC social
media handles. Recently, a
series of events were held with
MWAs in which a cash prize of
1 lac has been announced for
the first MWA which becomes
totally plastic free.  Progressive
MWAs like sector 46 have
started giving discounts to cit-
izens who come with their
own shopping bags. MCC has
also set up a cloth bag outlet,
manned by a SHG in the Sabzi
Mandi of Sector 26, to promote
use of Cloth/Jute bags and dis-
courage use of single use plas-
tic. A dedicated joint task force
of MCC and CPCC will con-
tinue to check all places where
hoarding of plastic is being
done. In the past 6 months, 935
challans of littering and 721
challans of use of banned plas-
tic have been issued.

ANINDITA MITRA

All environmental norms will be adhered to in
setting up Mattewara textile park: Punjab CM
PNS n CHANDIGARH

As major environmentalists, and locals are
opposing the setting up of the proposed

mega industrial (textile) park in Ludhiana
demanding protection of Sutlej river and
Mattewara forest, Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on Tuesday asserted that no
river pollution will be allowed in the proposed
Mega Integrated Textile Region and Apparel
Parks at Koom Kalan (Ludhiana).Mann,
responding to a call attention notice moved by
AAP MLA Hardeep Singh Mundian, cate-
gorically said that all environmental clearances
and norms, as fixed by the Centre and State
Pollution Control Boards, will be adhered
to.The Chief Minister also asserted that the
environmental laws will be followed to ensure
that there is no pollution of river water or any
sort of health hazard for the people. “The
ambitious scheme will help in attracting
investments on one hand and opening new vis-
tas of employment for the youth on another,”

he added.Notably, the Central Government has
approved the scheme for setting up of seven
PM Mega Integrated Textile Region and
Apparel Parks (PM MITRA) in partnership
with the interested State Governments, and the
Punjab Government has sent the proposal for
setting up of Textile Park at Koom Kalan.Mann
said that one of the basic requirements for the
project is that the interested State Government
should have ready availability of contiguous
and encumbrance free land parcels of 1000
acres for this project. Locals and environ-
mentalists have been opposing setting up of
textile park in the region primarily to save the
Mattewara forest, Jaspal Kadar forest and
Haidar Nagar and Salempur forests — all pro-
tected forests on the flood plain of the Sutlej
from imminent disaster. The park is being
planned in between the forest area and Sutlej,
touching them from various sides, with the
environmentalists claiming that all these are
flood plain forests and common heritage of
Punjab.

Allegations and counter allegations
on illegal mining in Assembly
MONIKA MALIK n CHANDIGARH

The fourth day of the Punjab Vidhan Sabha’s budget ses-
sion turned out to be stormy with allegations and counter-

allegations blowing between the ruling Aam Aadmi Party and
the principal opposition Congress over the issue of illegal min-
ing. Apart from this, many irregularities were also commit-
ted while awarding the mining contract, he said, while par-
ticipating in the discussion in budget proposals presented a
day before by Finance Minister Harpal Singh Cheema.

Citing figures from past 20 years, Bains alleged that the
previous governments looted the state in mining business.
“In the past 20 years, the state earned Rs 1,083 crore only. If
we calculate, and add compound interest, there was a loot of
Rs 40,000 crore in these years, with Rs 7000 crore in the past
five years of the Congress government,” he said.Questioning
the mining policy of previous governments, Bains said that
maximum daily mining was 40,000 metric tonnes. “Now, this
much is done in Pathankot alone...Each truck is being tracked
in Punjab Govt’s portal,” he said.Bains said that in May 2017,
102 mines were allotted, and in 2018, the then Congress
Government brought the mining policy in which Punjab was
divided into seven blocks. 

“The contractor shall deposit 25 percent in advance, and
keep 25 per cent as bank guarantee. He will make payment
15 days before the next quarter. I want to ask why Rs 425 crores
were earned instead of Rs 625 crores in three years? Why was
the bank guarantee not seized? After our government was
formed, we seized bank guarantee of Rs 25 crores,” he
said.Alleging that the Government sold of more sites to pock-
et more money, AAP Minister added that total 202 mines were
auctioned, out of which only 43 are running. He added that
repeatedly amendments were made in the agreement, dated
December 16, 2020, and mining was allowed in the restrict-
ed areas. “No discussion was held with the Forest Department.
After this, 18 officers were suspended. Now, Vigilance has been
asked to carry out a time-bound inquiry,” he said. Pointing
that 444 crushers operate in Punjab, Bains said that no pol-
icy has been formulated for this. 

The contractors continued to engage in illegal mining in
Mohali, Patiala, and Fatehgarh Sahib blocks. Congress MLA
Amrinder Singh Raja Warring asked the government to prove
its claims of generating Rs 20,000 revenue, while declaring
that he would not enter the House if it is so.Refuting the alle-
gations, former Mining Minister and Congress MLA
Sukhbinder Singh Sarkaria asked Bains why the income has
not increased. “If you are saying that everything has
increased, why the income from mining has not
increased...first show this then question others,” he said.

Punjab cop shoots man during
scuffle, placed under suspension

PNS n CHANDIGARH

Haryana Chief Secretary
Sanjeev Kaushal on

Tuesday said that following
the pattern of villages, the
process of making the urban
areas Lal Dora free has started
in the State. He directed the
officers to prepare an action

plan in 15 days for mapping of
assets inside Lal Dora and
drone flying etc. in urban areas
as well. Kaushal was presiding
over the review meeting on the
progress of SVAMITVA Yojana
today.

The Chief Secretary directed
the officers to prepare mas-

ter data of property IDs issued

by Urban Local Bodies
Department, Town and
Country Planning Department,
and  Haryana Shehri Vikas
Pradhikaran and in private
colonies in order to know the
actual situation. Also, share the
information about Lal Dora
with all Municipal
Corporations, Municipalities
and Committees. If any change
is found, then data should be
updated accordingly, directed
the Chief Secretary.

Haryana Govt starts process of making
cities Lal Dora free, says chief secretary
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has

issued fresh summons to Shiv
Sena MP Sanjay Raut asking
him to appear on July 1 for
questioning in a money laun-
dering case linked to alleged
irregularities in the re-devel-
opment of a Mumbai 'chawl'
and related financial property
transactions involving his wife
and alleged associates.

The Rajya Sabha member
was issued the first summons
for Tuesday, but he sought
more time citing official com-
mitments and a meeting he
was supposed to attend at
Alibaug in Raigad district of
the State during the day.

Raut’s lawyers met ED
officials at the agency’s office
in Mumbai on Tuesday and
sought about two weeks’ time
for his appearance. However,
the agency granted him relief
only till this month-end. 

"The ED summons was
served late Monday afternoon,
so we made an application to
seek time because the ED has
demanded a few documents,"
Raut's lawyer told reporters
after meeting agency officials

at their regional office in south
Mumbai. Through Raut’s
questioning, the agency is
seeking to record his statement
under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA). 

The agency is also seeking
to know Raut’s "business and
other links" with Pravin Raut
and Patkar and also about the
property deals involving his
wife.

The development comes
as the Shiv Sena battles rebel-
lion from a group of its MLAs,
leading to a question mark on
the future of Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) Government
in Maharashtra. In April, the
ED provisionally attached

assets worth over Rs 11.15
crore of Raut's wife Varsha
Raut and two of his associates
as part of this investigation. 

The attached properties
are in the form of land held by
Pravin M Raut, Sanjay Raut's
aide and a former director of
Guru Ashish Construction
Pvt Ltd, at Palghar, Saphale
(town in Palghar) and Padgha
(in Thane district).

The attached properties
also include a flat in Mumbai's
suburb Dadar held by Varsha
Raut and eight plots at Kihim
beach in Alibaug jointly held
by Varsha Raut and Swapna
Patkar, wife of Sujit Patkar, a
"close associate" of Sanjay
Raut, the ED had earlier said.  
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India is all set to go ahead
with its notification banning

identified 19 single use plastic
(SUP) items from July 1, 2022,
The  Centre on Tuesday said
there was no plans to postpone
the notification as sufficient
time was given to the industry.
The Government warned that
violators  will invite punitive
action, including a fine or a jail
term.

Single-use plastics are
those items that are used only
once and discarded. “The ban
aims to curb pollution caused
by single use plastic items
which have low utility, high lit-
tering potential. We had given
enough time to the industry to
prepare for the implementation
of ban,” Union Environment
Minister Bhupendra Yadav told
reporters on Tuesday two days
ahead of the enforcement of the
notification. The Minister’s
statement comes in the wake of

several representations made
by various industries either
seeking more time or urging
the Government to impose the
ban in a phased manner. 

A senior official from the
Central Pollution Control
Board said that while directions
have already been issued to all
states to curb the supply of
banned items, petrochemical
industries have been asked to
stop the supply of plastic raw
materials to those engaged in
the production of the banned
items. As per the notification,
the manufacture, import,

stocking, distribution, sale and
use of single-use plastic, includ-
ing polystyrene and expanded
polystyrene commodities will
be banned from July 1, 2022.

Other prohibited items
include plastic sticks that are
used in ear buds, balloons,
candy, ice-cream; cutlery items
such as plates, cups , glasses,
forks, spoons, knives, trays;
packaging / wrapping films
such as that used for sweet box,
invitation cards, cigarette pack-
ets, and other items such as
plastic flags, PVC banners of
less than 100 microns, poly-

styrene for decoration. So far
about 200-odd brand owners,
including several MNCs, and
26 importers of plastic have
already registered for  Extended
Producer Responsibility (EPR)
for plastic packaging under
the amended Plastic Waste
Management Rules 2016, said
an official from the Ministry.

As per the data from
Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB), for year 2022-
23, as many as 198 brand own-
ers (BOs), and 26 importers (Is)
have registered under the PIBO
registration; the process is

ongoing for 26 BOs, 29 pro-
ducers (Ps) and 48 Is, while 76
BOs, 17 Ps and 38 Is have sub-
mitted their applications for
registration. The EPR, i.e. the
Extended Producer
Responsibility, means respon-
sibility of a producer for envi-
ronmentally sound manage-
ment of the product until the
end of its life. 

The Union Environment
Ministry had notified the EPR
guidelines vide Fourth
Amendment to Plastic Waste
Management Rules 2016 on
February 16. 
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The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on Tuesday

said it has arrested two accused
in Jammu and Kashmir in the
cross-LoC trade and terror
funding case.

The agency arrested the
two accused persons—Tanveer
Ahmad Wani of Achagoza
under Rajpora police station of
Pulwama district  and Peer
Arshad Iqbal alias Ashu  of
Khwaja Bagh, Baramulla in
the 2016 cases linked to terror
funding via cross-LoC trade.

The case pertains to the
generation of extra profits
through cross-LoC (Line of
Control) trade mechanism
between Jammu and Kashmir
and Pakistan-Occupied
Kashmir (POK) and using
those funds for fomenting ter-
rorist activities in Jammu and
Kashmir, the agency said in a
statement. 

The said trade was started
in the year 2008 via two Trade
Facilitation Centres (TFCs)

located at Salamabad, Uri in
Baramulla District and
Chakan-da-Bagh in Poonch
District. As per the Standard
Operating Procedure (SOP) of
the trade mechanism, 21 arti-
cles were allowed to be traded
between POK and Jammu and
Kashmir and were based on a
barter system.

“During investigation, it
has been revealed that extra
profit was generated by over-
invoicing of export articles and
under-invoicing of import arti-
cles by the traders,” the NIA
said.

The arrested accused are
cross-border LoC traders and
were handling several cross-
LoC trade firms registered in
their own names or in the
names of their friends, family
members and relatives.

They used to provide funds
to the members of various ter-
rorist organisations, over
ground workers (OGWs) and
stone-pelters. Further investi-
gation in the case is continuing,
it added. 
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Congress on Tuesday
accused the BJP

Government of reckless pri-
vatisation of public sector assets
and alleged that its plan is to
hand over land parcels of
strategic PSUs to its select
crony capitalist friends.

Congress spokesperson
Supriya Shrinate said going by
its plans the Government
seems keen to completely sell
off all public sector banks to
private hands which would
have serious consequences for
the economy.

She also dubbed the BJP as
"Beche Jao Party '' and accused
it of "double-speak". On the
one hand,  it was talking of pro-
viding jobs to 'Agniveers' in
defence PSUs.  and on the
other, it was privatising them,
she said. 

She also claimed that the
Congress has helped stall pri-
vatisation of four PSUs includ-
ing Bharat Petroleum
Corporation, Container
Corporation of India, Pawan
Hans and Central Electricals
Limited. "The Narendra Modi
government's reckless privati-
sation and its plans to put
India on sale now poses huge
risks to the Indian economy
and our people.

The Modi government is
now all set to completely exit
public sector banks being pri-
vatised - an ill thought out
strategy with dangerous reper-
cussions," she said at AICC
Press conference. "Given its sin-
ister plans to put India on sale
BJP should now be called the
'Beche Jao Party' - but the
Congress will oppose this reck-
less sale of strategic profit mak-
ing assets including the com-
plete exit from public sector
banks being sold," she claimed.
Shrinate said after listing LIC
at a wrong time, it led to loss
of nearly USD 18 billion (one-
third of its valuation) and the

government has been forced to
stop its "reckless privatisation"
of four PSUs in last two
months. 

She said BPCL sale was
called off after two of the three
investors withdrew, deterred by
faulty fuel pricing policies and
uncertainties, and sale of
Pawan Hans now on hold after
51 percent stake was sold to a
company that had failed to
honour a previous bid for an
insolvent company, and the
NCLT Kolkata had ruled
against it.

The Congress leader
claimed that Central
Electronics Limited is a
Ministry of Science and
Technology PSU that provides
critical materials and services
for strategic sectors such as
defence, railways and energy.

It was severely undervalued
and 100 per cent equity was
sold to a financial company
with no scientific background
that had links to BJP politi-
cians, she claimed, adding that
it is now on hold.

The sale of Container
Corporation of India (Concor),
a unit of Indian Railways, was
put on hold over Congress
party's charges of how the gov-
ernment was using "backdoor
arrangement"  to hand over
railway land acquired from
farmers at a concessional rate
or free of cost to a private party
for commercial use, she alleged.
"The privatisation of three
PSUs has been delayed because
of issues over the valuation of
lansd. 

CONCOR has land around
railway stations, Shipping
Corporation of India has land
in Maharashtra (especially
Mumbai) while Bharat Earth
Movers (land in WB and
Karnataka). 

It is clear the single mind-
ed objective is to hand over
these ventures and the lakhs of
acres of land they hold to Mr
Modi's chosen few crony cap-
italist friends," she alleged.
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BJP on Tuesday alleged  a
nexus between the

Congress party and  behind-
the-scenes hate-mongers
against Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. 

The party  hit  out at the
Congress for protesting against
the arrest of activist Teesta
Setalvad  saying they were
working as part of a "poisonous
ecosystem" where one offend-
er protects another if anyone is
caught. 

Taking a dig at Congress
and asking “Ye rista kya kahla-
ta hain”  for  the opposition
party  joining the protest
against Setalvad's arrest, BJP
spokesperson Gaurav Bhatia
accused it of  opposing judicial
actions as per its convenience.

In the backdrop of the
Supreme Court’s clean-chit to
Modi and 62 others  in the 2002
Gujarat riots case,  he  asked if
the opposition party has any
faith in the judiciary or not. He
said Setalvad did not know the
content of “false affidavits” she
filed  in Gujarat riot cases as

they were tailored to suit the
designs of the political masters.
Attacking Setalvad, Bhatia said
despite objections by NCERT,
the Congress-led- UPA gov-
ernment gave Rs  1.40 crore to
Setalvad’s trust which she
allegedly used for her own
comforts and foreign travels.

Pointing –out  that the
Gujarat Police action against
Setalvad  was following the
Supreme Court's strong denun-
ciation of her and others for
"keeping the pot boiling" and
levelling false charges against
people, including Prime
Minister , over the 2002 riots in
the state, Bhatia alleged that she
had been acting at the behest
of the Congress to end Modi's
political career. "Setalvad was a
small branch for fanning com-
munal hate. 

Its headquarters was in the
Congress and its president
Sonia Gandhi was the CEO," he
told a press conference. Citing
the recent agitation of the
Congress against its leader
Rahul Gandhi's questioning
by the Enforcement Directorate
in the National Herald case, he

said for some people Gandhi is
innocent until proven guilty
but their standard for Modi is
that he is guilty even if proven
innocent. 

"This hypocrisy will not be
tolerated," he said. To questions
about journalist  Zubair
Ahmed's arrest and opposition
leaders' protest against it, he
said one cannot become a fact-
checker only by proclaiming
himself to be one.

He has a chequered past
and has posted tweets which
have hurt religious feelings of
a large section of Hindu soci-
ety, Bhatia said. All major
opposition parties and media
organisations have condemned
Zubair's arrest on Monday by
the Delhi Police for allegedly
hurting religious sentiments
through one of his tweets, offi-
cials said. 

The Editors Guild of India
on Tuesday termed it "extreme-
ly disturbing" and demanded
his immediate release.
Criticising Zubair, Bhatia said
if somebody is doing fact-
checking, then he can't be
selective.
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As Covid case counts show
fluctuating trends in the

past few days, the Centre has
asked States and Union
Territories to ensure that peo-
ple taking part in mass gather-
ings and undertaking pilgrim-
age are asymptomatic and
preferably fully vaccinated
against Covid-19 as such con-
gregation may facilitate trans-
mission of the infectious disease

In a letter to States and UTs
on Tuesday, Union Health
Secretary Rajesh Bhushan said
mass gatherings in context of
various festivities as well as
yatras are likely to be held in
different parts of the country in
the coming months, and that
such congregations may poten-

tially facilitate transmission of
infectious diseases, including
Covid-19. While trajectory of
Covid-19 cases has declined sig-
nificantly from levels that were
observed in earlier part of this
year, a few States and UTs
across country are witnessing a
sustained upswing in the cases
currently. On Tuesday, till 8
A.M. India recorded 11,793
new coronavirus infections,
pushing country's tally to
4,34,18,839, while the active
cases rose to 96,700. 

The death toll climbed to
5,25,047 with 27 new fatalities.
India on Monday had logged
17,073 new coronavirus infec-
tions, a 45% jump from Sunday
when 11,739 people tested pos-
itive for Covid. The Ministry
fears that upcoming religious

events may spike Covid cases as
usually people do not follow
Covid norms during such gath-
erings. "During many such
events/yatras lakhs of individ-
uals undertake intra- and inter-
state journeys spanning hun-
dreds of kilometres with halt-
ing points arranged by volun-
teers and community-based
social/religious organisations. 

Such congregations may
potentially facilitate transmis-
sion of infectious diseases,
including Covid-19," Bhushan
said. "All states and UTs where
such mass gatherings are pro-
posed to be held should wide-
ly publicise that all individuals
planning to participate in such
gatherings/events are asymp-
tomatic and preferably fully
vaccinated against COVID-19. 
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday expressed its dis-

may over the registry not list-
ing matters despite orders from
its vacation benches and said
that cases will be listed as per
the set procedure.  A vacation
bench of Justices Surya Kant
and JB Pardiwala said that it
has on Monday directed a mat-
ter to be listed for Tuesday but
the registry has said that it will
not be listed. 

“We didn't want to say it in
open court but it's a fact.
Yesterday, we made an excep-
tion. We had directed a matter
to be listed for today but the
registry said that it will not list
the case. We don't want to say
anything more”, the bench told
senior advocate Abhishek
Manu Singhvi, who was seek-
ing urgent listing of a plea filed

by Adani Ports and Special
Economic Zone (Adani)
against the Bombay High
Court order. 

The bench said that there
is a set procedure in place for
the listing of matters during
vacations and asked Singhvi to
approach the mentioning reg-
istrar for urgent listing and if
the request is denied then it
could look into it. Singhvi said
that the court's discretion can-
not be circumscribed by the
registry and it can make an
exception for urgent listing of
the matter.

Significantly, the same
vacation bench on Monday
had ordered the listing of the
Centre's petition for hearing on
Tuesday against the Tripura
High Court order passed on a
PIL challenging the grant of
security cover to industrialist
Mukesh Ambani and his fam-

ily members in Mumbai.
Despite the order of the bench
passed after the matter was
mentioned by Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta, the matter was
not listed for Tuesday.  

Singhvi urged the bench to
list the matter saying the
Bombay High Court order was
given to them on Monday in
which it had dismissed a plea
filed by Adani Ports and Special
Economic Zone (Adani) chal-
lenging the disqualification of
its bid in a tender issued by the
Jawaharlal Nehru Port
Authority (JNPA) for up-gra-
dation of a container terminal
in Navi Mumbai. The Bombay
High Court has on Monday
directed Adani to pay a cost of
Rs five lakh for bringing to
court an "unmeritorious case."
Of this, Adani already deposit-
ed Rs 4,24,800 with JNPA at the
time of submitting its bid. 
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About 31 per cent of sitting
Rajya Sabha MPs have

declared criminal cases against
them, according to a report
released by ADR-National
Election Watch. As per the
report,  while the average assets
of the Upper House members
are Rs 79.54 crore,

Association for Democratic
Reforms (ADR) and National
Election Watch have analyzed
the criminal, financial and
other background details of 226
out of 233 sitting MPs.

In the current Rajya Sabha,
one seat is vacant. Two MPs
have not been analysed as their
affidavits were unavailable and
four seats of Jammu and
Kashmir are undefined, the
report said. Of the 226 sitting
Rajya Sabha MPs, 197 (87 per
cent) are ‘crorepatis' and the
average assets per Rajya Sabha
MP are Rs 79.54 crore, the
report said.

Of 226 Rajya Sabha mem-
bers, 71 (31 per cent) have
declared criminal cases against

themselves and 37 (16 per
cent) have declared serious
criminal cases. According to
the report, two Rajya Sabha
MPs have declared cases relat-
ed to murder (IPC Section
302) and four MPs have
declared cases related to
attempt to murder (IPC Section
307).

Four Rajya Sabha MPs
have declared cases related to
crimes against women and out
of these four MPs, one name-
ly K C Venugopal (Congress)
from Rajasthan has declared
case related to rape (IPC
Section 376), the report said.
According to the report, 20 (24
per cent) out of 85 Rajya Sabha
MPs from BJP, 12 (39 per cent)
out of 31 MPs from Congress,
three (23 per cent) out of 13
from AITC, five (83 per cent)
out of six from RJD, four (80
per cent) out of five from
CPI(M), three (30 per cent) out
of 10 from AAP, three (33 per
cent) out of nine from YSRCP
and two (50 per cent) out of
four Rajya Sabha MPs from
NCP have declared criminal
cases against themselves in

their affidavits.
The report said nine (11

per cent) out of 85 Rajya Sabha
MPs from BJP, eight (26 per
cent) out of 31 MPs from
Congress, one (8 per cent) out
of 13 Rajya Sabha MPs from
AITC, three (50 per cent) out
of six MPs from RJD, two (40
per cent) out of five from CPI
(M), one (10 per cent) out of 10
from AAP, three (33 per cent)
out of nine from YSRCP and
one (25 per cent) out of four
Rajya Sabha MPs from NCP
have declared serious criminal
cases against themselves in
their affidavits.

Giving state-wise details,
the report said that seven (23
per cent) out of 31 Rajya Sabha
MPs from Uttar Pradesh, 12
(63 per cent) out of 19 MPs
from Maharashtra, six (33 per
cent) out of 18 from Tamil
Nadu, three (19 per cent) out
of 16 from West Bengal, six (67
per cent) out of nine from
Kerala and 10 (63 per cent) out
of 16 Rajya Sabha MPs from
Bihar have declared criminal
cases against themselves in
their affidavits.

New Delhi: Senior advocate
KK Venugopal may get a fresh
term as Attorney General of
India, sources in the
Government said on Tuesday.
Venugopal's current one year
term ends on June 30.

The Attorney General
usually has a tenure of three
years. When Venugopal's first
term as AG was to end in 2020,
he had requested the
Government to give him a
one-year tenure keeping in
mind his advanced age. He is
91. Last year too, Venugopal
was reappointed for one year.
In view of high-profile cases
Venugopal is handling in the
Supreme Court and his expe-
rience at the Bar, the govern-
ment may reappoint him again.
The Law Ministry has
informed government that his
term ends on June 30 and the
post needs to be filled. He first
took over as Attorney General,
the top law officer of the Union
Government, on July 1, 2017,
succeeding Mukul Rohatgi.
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Covid-related hospitalisa-
tions claimed lives of mid-

dle-aged to elderly Indians
more frequently than people of
the same age groups in other
regions of the world, according
to a study conducted on 5,313
patients in 40 hospitals from 23
countries.

The study, led by the
World Heart Federation in
association with the Public
Health Foundation of India,
also revealed that a higher
prevalence of diabetes and
hypertension among Indians
are the major drivers of the
increased mortality. The find-
ings, published in the journal

Global Heart, showed that
during the pandemic Indians
had nearly three times higher
mortality due to Covid hospi-
talisation, than the European
population. However, the
number was less than the
Hispanics and Blacks.

“South Asians (Indians)
in the middle-aged to elderly
group died more frequently
than other regions due to
Covid hospitalisations, owing
to significantly greater back-
ground prevalence of diabetes
and hypertension,” D.
Prabhakaran from the PHFI,
told a news agency. 

The study demonstrated
that patients were relatively
younger as compared to pre-
vious research (where the aver-

age age was 57 years), pre-
dominantly middle aged men,
with high prevalence of car-
diovascular risk factors such as
hypertension diabetes and high
mortality up to 30 days.

Patients of Asian, Hispanic
or Black ethnicities had high-
er death rates both within the
hospital and after discharge as
compared to white Caucasians,
Prabhakaran said, as per the
agency report. 

Another finding was that
patients with HIV had
increased death at 30 days but
not during hospitalisation.

Various studies have
shown that Covid pandemic
increased death among
patients with heart disease or
their risk factors. 
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With rampant littering of
plastic along the

National Highways passing
through tiger reserves in the
country posing a threat to
wildlife, the National Tiger
Conservation Authority
(NTCA), an autonomous
body under the Union
Environment Ministry is
banking on the eco develop-
ment committees composed
of locals among others to
keep the regions plastic-free.

Chandra Prakash Goyal,
Director-General of Forests &
Special Secretary (DGF&SS)
from the Ministry said that
the move aims to make the
habitat of the big cats and
other wildlife free from plas-
tic which is negatively impact-
ing wildlife. 

There have been instances
where wild animals have been
found eating plastic waste
thrown by the tourists. A few
of them also died.   Union
Environment Minister
Bhupendra Yadav, too,
expressed concern at growing
piles of plastic garbage in
protected forest areas and
shared how during his visit to
Sariska Tiger Reserve in
Rajasthan recently, he was
shocked to see a black buck
chewing a plastic bag. 

He said this at a press
conference held on Tuesday
while talking about the ban
on single use plastic items
being imposed nationwide
from July 1. Later, NTCA
member secretary and Addl
DG(Project Tiger) SP YADAV

explained that the ETC mem-
bers have been deployed in at
least 50 tiger regions or sanc-
tuaries where National
Highways are passing through
to keep a check on plastic
menace. “It is difficult to
keep a check on commuters of
the vehicles who casually
throw away plastics items
such as bags or plastic straws
on the roads. This harms the
health of the animals who
ingest them, thinking it as
food,” he said.

Apart from the National
Highways, there are temples
inside many forest areas
including Sariska Tiger
Reserve,  Ranthambore
National Park and Jhalana
Forest Reserve where efforts
to keep the regions plastic-
free is not so easy.

Yadav said that the ETC
members are asked to recycle
the collected plastic waste.
“This provides livelihood to
the locals as well as keeps the
tiger reserves, sanctuaries and
reserve forest areas plastic
free particularly at a time
when our focus is on banning
the single use plastic items. 

In tiger reserves where no
National Highways exist, the
visitors are provided a textile
bag to carry their non-plastic
items for which they have to
deposit Rs 50 at entry gate.
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Sir  —The US Supreme Court’s ruling

that abortion is no longer a constitution-
al right is a backward step. It represents an
infringement of liberty to make personal
choices; it strikes a blow against women’s
reproductive and physical autonomy. No
wonder popular opinion in America is
overwhelmingly against the ruling. US
President Joe Biden has termed it a ‘trag-
ic error’ and warned that it risks the ‘health
and life of women’. Alas, American women
are being denied the basic freedom to end
a pregnancy. It is not explicitly stated if
pregnancies resulting from rape and incest
and detection of life-threatening or incur-
able deformities put no bar on women to
seek an abortion.

Sometimes pregnancy poses a health
risk to the mother and abortion is need-
ed to save her life. There is also the dan-
ger of abortion going underground. The
issue is far more complex and complicat-
ed than the six court justices have assumed
it to be. Liberals look at the anti-abortion
ruling as the beginning of a rightward shift
in judicial pronouncements on issues that
significantly affect the lives of millions.
Laws governing modern societies need not
be commensurate with religious funda-
mentalism or obscurantism.

G David Milton | Kanyakumari
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Sir — The question is being asked that why
were the Shiv Sena rebels taken away to
Assam and not to the BJP-ruled States of
Goa, Karnataka or Madhya Pradesh? Why
couldn’t they stay in the BJP’s citadel of
Gujarat? And, finally why is Eknath Shinde
still reluctant to return and demand a floor
test? With parts of Assam reeling under
floods, these MLAs in a five-star hotel come
across as insensitive. The longer they stay
there, the more the distance grows between
them and their constituents. With Shinde
facing much loss of face and capital, there
is also the suspicion that many of the rebel
MLAs may actually vote with Uddhav
Thackeray in the House.

The political drama enters the second
week, possibly a decisive week, with time
running out for the rebels. And with
Sharad Pawar saying openly that it is his
duty to protect his friend Bal Thackeray’s
son and political heir, emotions on the
street are running high, something that the
rebels will have to contend with. With this,
it is sure that their political career is fin-
ished and they have become the enemy of
the people of Maharashtra. Seemingly, they
have dug their own grave.

Bhagwan Thadani  | Mumbai
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Sir — History doesn’t just happen by itself.
The passion and drive of history makers
write their own script. June 26, 2022 ... This
date has become historic for cricket in
Madhya Pradesh. For the first time, the
Ranji team of Madhya Pradesh State has
won the prestigious Ranji Trophy. The
meaning of this achievement is even big-
ger because this team entered the field

without its five key players. Come to think
of it, there was no famous player in the
team. The final match was against a
much stronger team like Mumbai, who
have won the Ranji Trophy multiple
times.

However, as they say, who can stand
in front of an indomitable spirit? The pas-
sion to play the best, the will to win and
the resulting stubbornness make players
great. The team of Madhya Pradesh has
proved this. Be it bowling or batting, the
players proved their superiority on both
fronts. The Madhya Pradesh cricket team
has made a dream come true by winning
the Ranji Trophy, which has been seen in
the eyes of our State continuously for many
years. After this victory, it is now expect-
ed that cricket will be taken more serious-
ly in the State. This victory is historic. 

Divyansha Sharma | Ujjain
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SOUNDBITE

imental system. This seems to
be one more concession by the
Government after the uproar.
Lt Gen Raju told newspapers
that Agnipath is in fact a pilot
project and in response to
pleas that it should be test-bed-
ded, he said in four years
Agniveer would be tweaked.
This means the four year-
engagement could be
increased and the number of
re-enlisted could also be
increased. The pay package
offered to Agniveers is in fact
less than what regular soldiers
receive after enlistment. There
are other anomalies, including
severance package, which need
to be scrutinised. Listening to
youth on social media and TV,
it is clear they cannot be
duped as they are questioning
all aspects of the project,
including why not Agniveers
for officers also?

In his briefing, Lt Gen Puri
let the cat out of the bag.  He
said: “In the last two years, we
got an opportunity and we
stopped the recruitment
process.” So COVID was used
as a pretext to stop recruitment
when in fact Agnipath was
being prepared. He also said:
“The AIAC recruitment model
will remain unchanged. 75
per cent of the Army is already
AIAC except single-class reg-
iments like Sikh, Dogra,
Garhwal, Gorkha, Jat and the
like. The regimentation (pre-

sumably meaning regimental
system) will remain
unchanged.”

Doval said: “The policy on
the recruitment will not affect
the current regimental system.
The concept of regiments,
nobody is tinkering with. The
regimental system has not
ended.” Doval insisted there
will be no rollback of Agniveer.
The good news is that a few
single-class regiments which in
2032 will have 50 per cent
Agniveer and 50 per cent reg-
ulars will continue and be
exempt from AIAC. Doval is
the highest-ranking Govern-
ment official to confirm this
and put worries of regimental
diehards at rest.

In the future, when
Agniveers are enlisted to full
capacity of 125,000 annually
and 100,000 will be demo-
bilised, second careers will
have to be found for the latter.
Current assurances by all and
sundry are unreliable. The
problem is: Agniveers will not
only be competing among
themselves for re-enlistment,
they will also be competing
with fulltime regulars. Sporting
their Agniveer badges (some
are calling it a new rank?), sin-
gling out this group will create
bad blood creating different
types of soldiers. This is a bad
idea and should be dropped.

As in the British military
from whose sinews the Indian

system is derived, a military
covenant is necessary between
soldiers and the nation. The
country should commit to
taking care of them and their
families through thick and
thin as they put their lives on
the block. Will the Agniveers
qualify for this as the regulars
do? The biggest challenge for
Agniveers is their effective
integration into the military
system and assimilation into
combat units imbued with
regimental ethos, tradition
and motivation which under-
line the ultimate test on the
battlefield.

Varun Gandhi is the only
parliamentarian who is derid-
ing the new scheme. One has
not seen such an enormous
upheaval against what is osten-
sibly a transformative defence
reform. Agnipath Yojana
requires a transformation to
ensure defence of the realm is
not compromised. Given the
backlash to Agnipath,
Government is unlikely to
pick a CDS anytime soon. It
has turned it into a modern
swayamvar with 150 people in
the contest.

(The writer, a retired 
Lt Gen, was Commander,

IPKF South, Sri Lanka, and
founder member of the
Defence Planning Staff, 
currently the Integrated

Defence Staff. The views
expressed are personal.) 
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Thank the Almighty for
minor mercies on Agniveer.
After five days of avoidable

all-India arson and damage (rail-
ways alone suffered losses of
�1,000 crore), the Government
has backpedalled. Some conces-
sions have been made to
Agnipath Yojana: One-time age
waiver (21 to 23 years); unwrit-
ten reservation in Government
jobs; promises of public and pri-
vate sector employment for
demobilised Agniveers, and
skilling and higher education
schemes — in short, they’ve been
promised the moon when it is a
distant crescent. The anger among
youth is understandable as many
have passed physical and medical
tests. For IAF, aspirants had
cleared even written examinations
but were not called up. The cha-
rade of COVID was used to sus-
pend regular recruitment and
replaced with Agnipath. The
youth were cheated.

Now that Agnipath has
become irreversible, the merit of
the scheme as youthful infusion
into an aging Army was marked
by colossal criticism including
masking the real reason for its
imposition, ie reduction of salary
and pension bills. Hundreds of
veterans including Param Vir
Chakra winner, Capt Bana Singh,
denigrated the project. He tweet-
ed: ‘save the country from
Agnipath scheme as it would
badly damage the youth’. Later, it
seems he was forced to delete the
tweet. Most former service Chiefs
adopted maun vrat. Only former
Naval Chief, Adm Arun Prakash,
had the temerity to expose its
infirmities. These days, it is dan-
gerous to speak out or speak up
lest you’re targeted by one or the
other public/private agencies.
Not many veterans detected or
objected to forcing down All
India All Class (AIAC) recruit-
ment on single class/caste regi-
ments. But those who did made
passionate appeals to spare the
high-value regimental system in
the fighting arms.

In final briefings to media by
Additional Secretary
(Department of Military Affairs)
Lt Gen Anil Puri and Vice Chief
of Army Staff, Lt Gen BS Raju,
and NSA Ajit Doval allayed con-
cerns about dismantling the reg-
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The Government
announced on June 14
that all soldiers below

the officer ranks of the three
wings of the military would 
be recruited through the
Agnipath Scheme. The Gover-
nment has taken this decision
to keep the armed forces
young, making the youth 
disciplined, and rendering
them highly skilled after four
years of service, besides of
course saving money for the
modernisation.

The Scheme has been
praised by a large number of
experts and veterans, but
many in the defence commu-
nity and also the Opposition
parties and political observers
have expressed their reserva-
tions about the scheme, result-
ing in protests and violent
demonstrations all over the

country. It is sad that the
government property like rail-
ways, buses and cars have
been burnt by the youth who
should be debarred from the
recruitment at one and made
to pay for the damage to the
public property. Nobody can
be allowed to indulge in arson
whatever the cause.

As opposed to the existing
15 plus years’ service, fol-
lowed by a lifelong pension,
the new recruits, Agniveers,
will have a four-year tenure,
including six months’ training.
On completion of four years
of service, 25 per cent of
them will get the permanent
cadre, while the rest will be
given opportunities in other
organisations at the national
and state levels.

They will exit with a tax-
free purse of approximately Rs

11.71 lakh and return to civil
life. Excellent army training,
food, clothing, boarding and
lodging, a regimented life of
four years, a disciplined
lifestyle, and a matured mind-
set will be the hallmarks for
the Agniveers.

Over the years, Agniveers
would emerge as a strong sec-
ond line of defence in the
country.

The government has
announced 10 per cent reser-
vation packages for the retiree
Agniveers in Police, Central
Armed Police Forces (CARF),
Ministr y of Defence
Undertakings, and Railways
after the completion of four
years term.

Overall, the scheme is excel-
lent for nation building. It will
help build a younger, healthier,
and fitter defence military, high-

ly skilled in the changing tech-
nological environment. It will
also inculcate military disci-
pline, ethos and skilling as a
value addition, improving the
prospects for those who return
to civil society. It will encourage
youth to become entrepreneurs
for the economic growth of the
country.

Yet, it seems that the
Centre was not thorough in its
homework before launching
this scheme. A study known as
‘Tour of Duty’ (TOD) was car-
ried out about two years ago
at the Training Command; all
stakeholders gave their inputs.

The scheme needed to be
launched as India is emerging
as a major pivot in the global
order, being a key nation in
two security arrangements—
one in the Indo-Pacific and
another with the US, the UAE,

and Israel. The Indian military
has to adapt to the changing
strategic interests keeping in
view the threat perception
from across the borders.

The presentations were
made at the Ministry of Defence
(MoD) level; the blueprint of the
Agnipath Scheme was drawn
out for implementation at a
suitable time. The army recruit-
ment methodology of leading
military nations was kept in
mind while framing it. The
main planners of this scheme
were Training Command, the
late CDS General Bipin Rawat,
NSA Ajit Doval, Raksha Mantri
Rajnath Singh, and Defence
Secretary Ajay Kumar, along
with the Finance Ministry.

The three service Chiefs
had a very limited role to play
in formulating the scheme.
The committee so constituted

was bureaucratic in nature,
which gave the recommenda-
tions for a younger and lean-
er force with reduced financial
liability for modernisation.

The Cabinet Committee
on Security (CCS) approved
this Scheme. However, it was
not put up in Parliament. The
NSA, who is highly capable in
security issues may not be
well-versed with the nuances
of the armed forces, represent-
ed the three services and CDS.

The whole scheme needs
to be refurbished by an expert
committee which must have
members from the armed
forces too. The government is
making amends to the scheme
in a piecemeal manner. The
youth of the country is com-
pletely confused.

Instead of strengthening
the armed forces, the scheme

will weaken their strength if
not implemented properly.
The committee must go
through the pensions of the
defence civilians who get one-
third of the total defence pen-
sions.  They need to be
replaced by armed forces per-
sonnel.

Politician’s pensions have
a serious flaw. These also
need to be looked into and
pruned.

The violent reactions by
the youth in the country could
have been avoided and a 
number of lives saved if had
been passed by Parliament
and discussed at length at the
Armed Forces Commanders
Conference, before announc-
ing it piecemeal.

The interest of the armed
forces cannot be compro-
mised at any cost.
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(The author is a 
retired senior professor,
International Trade.)
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tiated the sale of its entire 53.29 per
cent shareholding in Bharat
Petroleum Corporation Limited

(BPCL)—a Central public sector undertak-
ing (PSU) in the sector of refining and mar-
keting of petroleum products—the
Government has decided to put it on hold.
What could be the reason behind this move?

Adopted a big-bang approach to privati-
sation (when government sells its majori-
ty stake in a PSU and transfers control to
a private entity) in the Budget for 2021-22,
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman had
divided Central PSUs in two broad cate-
gories—i.e. strategic and non-strategic.

The former is subsumed under four
subgroups: atomic energy, space and
defense; transport and telecommunications;
power, petroleum, coal and other minerals;
and banking, insurance and financial ser-
vices. The non-strategic category includes
all other sectors such as hotel and tourist
services, industrial and consumer goods,
trading, and marketing.

As per the plan, the government’s
intent was to privatise all undertakings in
non-strategic sectors (all loss-making enter-
prises in this category will be closed). In the
case of CPSUs in the strategic sector, it
would undertake privatisation with the
caveat that at least one (and a maximum of
four) will be retained in the public sector.

BPCL being an undertaking in the sub-
group ‘power, petroleum, coal and other
minerals’—considered vital for maintain-
ing the country's energy security—the
Government might be contemplating to
retain it in sync with energy security. But
this was at variance with the decision of
BPCL privatisation in 2019-20, much
before the 2021-22 Budget announcement.
Perhaps there was a retrospective change of
policy.

A second major reason could be the
lengthy and cumbersome process of
approvals and red tape. Under the extant
procedures for granting approval, the Niti
Aayog identifies companies for strategic dis-
investment which are then considered by
the Core Group of Secretaries on
Divestment (CGD), a long-drawn process
by itself. It then goes to the Alternative
Mechanism (AM)—a group of ministers
including those of Finance and Road
Transport & Highways—for approval.

After the AM’s approval, the
Department of Investment and Public
Asset Management (Dipam) moves a pro-
posal for in-principle approval of the
Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs
(CCEA).

In short, strategic divestment involves
around 12 steps, which inevitably lead to
delays in starting the process. And when the
Government enters the market, the condi-
tions may not be favorable.

In a case like BPCL, the challenge is
even bigger as it needs bidders with deep
pockets. For instance, during 2019-20, it
needed a strategic investor who could pay
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The author is a 
policy analyst.

(www.uttamgupta.com)

around Rs 60,000 crore (prevailing
share price multiplied by the num-
ber of shares corresponding to
53.29 per cent holding).

In that year, the market environ-
ment was favorable even as the
international price of crude oil
(fortunes of oil companies move in
tandem with it) was hovering
around $70 per barrel. The
Government could have got strate-
gic investors willing to put the
required sum for buying its entire
stake. But the bureaucrats were not
ready.

During 2020-21, thanks to the
Covid pandemic causing large-
scale destruction of demand glob-
ally, the average price of crude
declined to just about $40 per bar-
rel (in April 2020, it had plummet-
ed to a low of $20 per barrel). This
made the market environment
highly unfavorable.

That apart, the entire
Government machinery was too
preoccupied with mitigating the
consequences of the pandemic—
protecting both lives and livelihoods
of people.

During 2021-22, the price
recovered and ruled above $70 per
barrel, most of the time leading to
significant improvement in the
market environment. But the offi-
cials were not ready yet again,
leading to deferment of the sale to
2022-23.

During the current fiscal, the
international crude price has
zoomed because of the Ukraine war,
economic sanctions imposed by the
US and the European Union on
Russia, and the resulting disruption
in supplies of oil and gas. With
crude price hovering around $120
per barrel (at one point, it had even
touched $140 per barrel) and sub-
stantially higher valuations of oil

companies, this was a propitious
time for carrying out the sale. But
it was not to be.

The Government’s decision to
put BPCL sale on hold at this junc-
ture—when market conditions are
favorable and all procedures need-
ed to conduct the sale already in
place—may sound a bit puzzling. To
unravel the puzzle, let us look at the
following:

In theory, petrol and diesel
prices were deregulated in June 2010
and November 2014, respectively, as
the oil companies were given the
freedom to fix their retail price,
using a formula that combines
their respective import parity price
(IPP) and export parity price (EPP)
in the ratio of 80:20.

But, in practice, political control
over the retail prices of petroleum
products is still there. The
Government can do this because of
the three oil marketing Central
PSUs—Indian Oil Corporation
Limited (IOCL), Hindustan
Petroleum Corporation Limited
(HPCL), and BPCL—which
account for around 90 per cent of
the domestic fuel retail network.
Well, technically HPCL is a sub-
sidiary of the Oil and Natural Gas
Corporation (ONGC), but then
ONGC is itself a Central PSU.

The managements of
ONGC/HPCL, IOCL, and BPCL
receive tacit instructions from their
bosses to maintain the prices at the
desired levels—that is, the levels that
top politicians desire. These are
often unrelated to the market deter-
mined-prices. For instance, the
current pump price of petrol in
Delhi is Rs 97 per liter which cor-
responds to a crude benchmark of
$90 per barrel—as against the cur-
rent crude price of $115 per barrel
for the Indian basket. If these

undertakings were really free to fix
the price based on the formula
(linked to $115 per barrel), the
pump price would have been Rs 110
per liter.

Against this backdrop, if one of
these oil PSUs (that is, BPCL),
accounting for about 25 per cent of
the retail outlets, goes into private
hands, the Government’s ability to
influence fuel prices will be dimin-
ished significantly.

In the current scenario, when
the international oil price is project-
ed to remain high, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi can’t afford to allow
an unrestrained hike in the retail
prices of fuels—especially in 
view of a number of impending 
state elections. He would like to 
keep the leverage to influence 
fuel prices. Hence the decision 
to put the sale of BPCL on the 
backburner.

But this is a patently unwise
move. Already, an artificial cap on
retail prices has led to a drastic cut
in fuel supplies from private firms
such as RIL and Nayara Energy.
They can’t match the prices offered
by HPCL, IOCL, and BPCL. Even
the latter won’t be able to absorb the
under-recoveries beyond a point,
which will manifest in reduced
supplies from them sooner rather
than later.

Besides, it will impact the val-
uation of BPCL as and when it is
taken up for strategic sale in the
future.

A big bottleneck that comes in
the way of strategic sales is the desire
of the establishment to remain in the
driver’s seat eternally. Until there is
a change in the mindset, privatisa-
tion of BPCL or, for that matter, of
any other PSU won’t happen. And
if it happens, it won’t fetch a good
price.
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Russia's invasion of Ukraine has
shocked NATO back to first prin-

ciples.
Seven decades after it was found-

ed,  the North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation is meeting in Madrid this
week with an urgent need to reassert
its original mission: preventing
Russian aggression against Western
allies.

Leaders of the world's most pow-
erful military alliance are aiming to
increase support for Ukraine's fight
against Russian invasion, boost forces
on NATO's eastern flank and set pri-
orities for the coming decade - with a
new emphasis on checking China's
growing international ambitions.

But the gathering will also show-
case the difficulties in keeping 30
nations - from tiny Iceland and
Luxembourg to huge Turkey and the
United States - aligned in an organi-
sation that must make decisions by
consensus.

FOCUS ON UKRAINE
NATO was formed after World War II
to counter the threat from the Soviet
Union and foster cooperation in a
shattered Europe. In the years after the

collapse of the USSR, the alliance
recast Russia not as an adversary but
as a "strategic partner."

No longer.
Russia is NATO's dominant issue

and main adversary, and the Madrid
summit will be dominated by how to
support Ukraine and bolster defences
along the bloc's eastern borders, where
countries from Romania to the Baltic
states worry they may be next in
Russian President Vladimir Putin's
sights.

Until late last year, only around
5,000 NATO troops were deployed in
the Baltic states and Poland on a rota-
tional basis. Now hundreds of thou-
sands of troops are on heightened
alert, with 100,000 US troops in
Europe, and 40,000 under direct
NATO command, supported by air
and naval power.

The summit is set to agree to
stockpile weapons and equipment in
eastern Europe and to dramatically
increase the number of troops based
in the region or on standby in their
own countries as a rapid-reaction
force. There will also be more support
for Ukraine to upgrade its military, still
reliant on Soviet-era equipment, to
modern NATO-standard gear.

The alliance is trying to strike a

delicate balance, letting its member
nations arm Ukraine without sparking
a direct confrontation between NATO
and nuclear-armed Russia. 

That's one reason Ukraine will not
be joining NATO in the foreseeable
future, despite being put on the path-
way to membership, along with
Georgia, in 2008.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy is scheduled to address the
summit by video, but he has acknowl-
edged joining NATO is a distant
prospect and is instead focusing on

seeking European Union membership.
Expansion of the alliance is on the

cards, however. Finland and Sweden
have both abandoned their nonaligned
status and asked to join NATO as pro-
tection from Russia.

TURKEY AS SPOILER?
But Turkey, which has NATO's sec-
ond-largest army after the US, is set to
play spoiler to the aspirations of
Sweden and Finland - at least for now.

Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan has insisted that he will only
allow the Nordic pair to enter NATO
if they change their stance on Kurdish
rebel groups that Turkey considers ter-
rorists.

NATO Secretary-General Jens
Stoltenberg hosted talks with Turkey,
Sweden and Finland last week to
work toward a breakthrough, and
will meet with the three countries'
leaders on Tuesday, but there's no
guarantee the breakthrough will come
in Madrid.

"Turkey has legitimate security
concerns over terrorism that we need
to address," Stoltenberg said. "So we
will continue our talks on Finland and
Sweden's applications for NATO mem-
bership, and I look forward to finding
a way forward as soon as possible.
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Rescuers searched through charred
rubble of a shopping mall on
Tuesday looking for more victims

of a Russian missile strike that killed at
least 18 and wounded scores in what
Ukraine's president called "one of the
most daring terrorist attacks in
European history."

President Volodymyr Zelensky said
many of the more than 1,000 afternoon
shoppers and workers inside the mall
in the city of Kremenchuk managed to
escape. Giant plumes of black smoke,
dust and orange flames billowed from
the wreckage as emergency crews
combed through broken metal and con-
crete for victims. Drones whirred above,
clouds of dark smoke still emanating
from the ruins several hours after the
fire was extinguished.

Casualty figures rose as rescuers
sifted through the smoldering rubble.
The regional governor, Dmytro Lunin,
said at least 18 people were killed and
59 others sought medical assistance, of
whom 25 were hospitalised. The region
declared a day of mourning Tuesday for
the victims of the attack. 

"We are working to dismantle the
construction so that it is possible to get
machinery in there since the metal ele-
ments are very heavy and big, and dis-
assembling them by hand is impossible,"
said Volodymyr Hychkan, an emer-
gency services official.

At Ukraine's request, the UN
Security Council scheduled an emer-
gency meeting in New York on Tuesday
to discuss the attack. 

In the first Russian government
comment on the missile strike, the
country's first deputy permanent rep-
resentative to the United Nations,
Dmitry Polyansky, alleged multiple
inconsistencies that he didn't specify,
claiming on Twitter that the incident
was a provocation by Ukraine. 

Russia has repeatedly denied it
targets civilian infrastructure, even
though Russian attacks have hit other
shopping malls, theaters, hospitals,
kindergartens and apartment buildings
in the four-month war. 

On Tuesday, Russian forces struck
the Black Sea city of Ochakiv in the
Mykolaiv region, damaging apartment
buildings and killing two, including a
6-year-old child. A further six people,
four of them children, were wounded.
One of them, a 3-month-old baby, is in
a coma, according to local officials.

The missile strike on Kremenchuk
occurred as Western leaders pledged
continued support for Ukraine and the
world's major economies prepared new
sanctions against Russia, including a
price cap on oil and higher tariffs on
goods. 

Meanwhile, the US appeared ready
to respond to Zelenskyy's call for more
air defense systems, and NATO planned
to increase the size of its rapid-reaction
forces nearly eightfold - to 300,000
troops.

Zelenskyy said the mall presented
"no tphreat to the Russian army" and

had "no strategic value." He accused
Russia of sabotaging "people's attempts
to live a normal life, which make the
occupiers so angry."

In his nightly address, he said it
appeared Russian forces had inten-
tionally targeted the shopping center
and added, "Today's Russian strike at a
shopping mall in Kremenchuk is one of
the most daring terrorist attacks in
European history." 

He said Russia "has become the
largest terrorist organisation in the
world."

Russia has increasingly used long-
range bombers in the war. Ukrainian
officials said Russian Tu-22M3 long-
range bombers flying over Russia's
western Kursk region fired the missiles,
one of which hit the shopping center
and another that struck a sports arena
in Kremenchuk.

The Russian strike echoed earlier-

attacks that caused large numbers of
civilian casualties - such as one in March
on a Mariupol theater where many civil-
ians had holed up, killing an estimated
600, and another in April on a train sta-
tion in eastern Kramatorsk that killed
at least 59 people.

"Russia continues to take out its
impotence on ordinary civilians. It is
useless to hope for decency and human-
ity on its part," Zelenskyy said.

The United Nations called the
strike "deplorable," stressing that civil-
ian infrastructure "should never ever be
targeted," UN spokesman Stephane
Dujarric said.

Group of Seven leaders con-
demned the attack in a statement late
Monday saying "indiscriminate attacks
on innocent civilians constitute a war
crime. Russian President Putin and
those responsible will be held to
account."
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French President Emmanuel
Macron said Tuesday that

Russia "cannot and should not
win" the war in Ukraine, as its
terrible toll was on full view the
day after a Russian missile
strike hit a shopping mall,
killing 18 people.

Speaking at the end of the
Group of Seven summit in
Germany, Macron said the
seven industrialised democra-
cies would support Ukraine
and maintain sanctions against
Russia "as long as necessary,
and with the necessary inten-
sity."

He added: "Russia cannot
and should not win."

His comments came as
rescuers searched through the
charred rubble of the shopping
mall, looking for more victims
of what Ukraine's president
called "one of the most daring
terrorist attacks in European
history."

President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy said more than 1,000
afternoon shoppers and work-
ers were inside the mall in the
city of Kremenchuk. Giant
plumes of black smoke, dust
and orange flames billowed
from the wreckage as emer-
gency crews combed through
broken metal and concrete for
victims. 
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Leaders of the world's wealth-
iest democracies struck a

united stance to support
Ukraine for "as long as it takes"
as Russia's invasion grinds on,
and said they would explore
far-reaching steps to cap
Kremlin income from oil sales
that are financing the war.

The final statement
Tuesday from the Group of
Seven summit in Germany
underlined their intent to
impose "severe and immediate
economic costs" on Russia. 

It left out key details on
how the fossil fuel price caps
would work in practice, setting
up more discussion in the
weeks ahead to "explore" mea-
sures to bar imports of Russian
oil above a certain level.

That would hit a key
Russian source of income and,
in theory, help relieve the ener-
gy price spikes and inflation
afflicting the global economy as
a result of the war.

"We remain steadfast in
our commitment to our
unprecedented coordination
on sanctions for as long as nec-
essary, acting in unison at
every stage," the leaders said.

Leaders also agreed on a
ban on imports of Russian gold
and to step up aid to countries
hit with food shortages by the
blockade on Ukraine grain ship-
ments through the Black Sea.

The price cap would in the-
ory work by barring service
provides such as shippers or
insurers from dealing with oil
priced above a fixed level. That
could work because the service
providers are mostly located in
the European Union or the
U.K. and thus within reach of
sanctions.

To be effective, however,
it would have to involve as
many consuming countries as
possible, in particular India,
where refiners have been snap-
ping up cheap Russian oil
shunned by Western traders.
Details on how the proposal
would be implemented were
left for continuing talks in
coming weeks.

The U.S. has already
blocked Russian oil imports,
which were small in any case.
The European Union has
decided to impose a ban on the
90% of Russian oil that comes
by sea, but that does not take
effect until the end of the year,
meaning Europe continues to
send money to Russia for ener-
gy even while condemning the
war. 

Meanwhile, higher global
oil prices have softened the
blow to Russia's income, even
as Western traders shun
Russian oil.

Energy themes were front
and center at the summit
throughout. Europe is scram-
bling to find new sources of oil

and fresh supplies of gas as
Russia dials back gas supplies
in what leaders say is a politi-
cal move. Meanwhile high
energy prices are a headache
for G-7 countries' consumers.

The summit host, German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz defend-
ed the G-7's decision to soften
commitments to end public
support for fossil fuel invest-
ments, saying the war in
Ukraine means time-limited
support for new natural gas
extraction projects may be nec-
essary.

The G-7 nations said in a
statement Tuesday at the end of
their three-day summit that "in
these exceptional circum-
stances, publicly supported
investment in the gas sector can
be appropriate as a temporary
response."

Before the summit's close,
leaders joined in condemning
what they called the "abom-
inable" Russian attack on a
shopping mall in the town of
Kremechuk, calling it a war
crime and vowing that
President Vladimir Putin and
others involved "will be held to
account."

The leaders of the U.S.,
Germany, France, Italy, the
U.K., Canada and Japan on
Monday pledged to support
Ukraine "for as long as it takes"
after conferring by video link
with Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy.
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The US is planning to buy
and send more medium- to

long-range missile systems to
Ukraine, a move officials hope
will help Ukrainian forces hold
onto the last remaining seg-
ments of land in the eastern
Donbas that Russia has not yet
been able to capture.

A senior defense official
said Monday that Ukrainian
forces are already effectively
using advanced rocket sys-
tems, and that more of those
will go into Ukraine with
trained troops soon. A new
plan for the U.S. 

To buy and send NASAMS,
an advanced surface-to-air mis-
sile system, to Ukraine, is also
in the works and would add to
its longer-range rocket and
missile strike capabilities. 

President Joe Biden is
expected to announce soon
that the U.S. Is purchasing
NASAMS, a Norwegian-devel-
oped anti-aircraft system, to
provide medium- to long-range

defense for Ukraine, according
to an administration official
familiar with the matter. 

NASAMS is the same sys-
tem used by the U.S. To protect
the airspace around the White
House and Capitol in
Washington.

Both the defense official
and the administration official

spoke on condition of
anonymity to discuss U.S.
Military assessments and plans
that have yet to be 
announced.

Russia has been mounting
an all-out assault on the last
Ukrainian stronghold in the
eastern Luhansk region - the
city of Lysychansk - from the

ground and air, the local gov-
ernor said Monday. 

Luhansk Gov. Serhiy
Haidai said Russian forces were
pummeling Lysychansk after
capturing the neighboring city
of Sievierodonetsk in recent
days. 

It's part of a stepped-up
Russian offensive to wrest the
broader Donbas region from
Ukrainian government con-
trol in what Western experts
say has become the new main
goal of President Vladimir
Putin's war in Ukraine, now in
its fifth month.

The defense official said
the U.S. Continues to see
morale and other command
and control problems among
the Russian forces, and that
some local Russian officials in
Ukraine have been assassinat-
ed in recent days.

The U.S. Has sent four
High Mobility Artillery Rocket
Systems, or HIMARS, into
Ukraine, which already are
being used. Four more will go
in soon.

���� /9�6<!

The Czech Republic has
signed deals with

Westinghouse Electric Co. And
France's Framatome to deliver
fuel supplies for a nuclear
power plant, reducing the
country's dependence on
Russia.

The Czech state-controlled
power company CEZ said on
Tuesday that Pennsylvania-
based Westinghouse and
Framatome will contribute to
the country's energy security by
supplying the Temelin nuclear
fuel for more than 10 years,
starting in 2024. 

The deal is worth several

billion Czech crowns (hun-
dreds of millions of dollars), it
said.

The plant's current suppli-
er is Russia's TVEL, part of
Russian energy giant Rosatom.
CEZ said it has fuel enough for
the plant for about two years.

"Our goal was to diversify
the number of suppliers in
order to minimise the risk of
possible supply failures for any
reason," Ladislav Stepanek,
director at CEZ's fuel cycle
department said. CEZ operates
two 1,000-megawatt reactors at
the Temelin plant.
Westinghouse had provided
fuel supplies to Temelin for 10
years until 2010.
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Russia on Tuesday
announced that it was ban-

ning the wife and daughter of
US President Joe Biden from
entering the country, in
response to widening sanc-
tions against Russia.

The Foreign Ministry said
25 names were being added to
the country's "stop list" includ-
ing Biden's wife Jill and daugh-
ter Ashley.

It also banned entry to
four senators whom it identi-
fied as "responsible for the
formation of the (US)

Russophobic course:"
Republicans Mitch McConnell,
Susan Collins and Ben Sasse
and Democrat Kirstin
Gillibrand.

The list also includes
prominent academics includ-
ing Francis Fukuyama, noted
for his book "The End of
History and the Last Man"
that posited the spread of lib-
eral democracies could mark
the ultimate development of
society.

18 KILLED AS RUSSIAN MISSILE HITS
CROWDED SHOPPING MALL IN UKRAINE
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Forty-six people were found
dead after being abandoned in
a tractor-trailer on a remote

back road in San Antonio in the lat-
est tragedy to claim the lives of
migrants smuggled across the border
from Mexico to the U.S. Sixteen peo-
ple were hospitalized, including four
children.

A city worker heard a cry for
help from the truck shortly before 6
p.m. Monday and discovered the
gruesome scene, Police Chief
William McManus said. Hours later,
body bags lay spread on the ground
near the trailer and bodies remained
inside as authorities responded to the
calamity.

San Antonio Mayor Ron
Nirenberg said the 46 who died had
"families who were likely trying to
find a better life."

"This is nothing short of a hor-
rific human tragedy," Nirenberg said.

It's among the deadliest of the
tragedies that have claimed thou-
sands of lives in recent decades as
people attempt to cross the U.S. bor-
der from Mexico. Ten migrants died
in 2017 after being trapped inside a
truck parked at a Walmart in San
Antonio. In 2003, the bodies of 19
migrants were found in a sweltering

truck southeast of San Antonio.
The home countries of all of the

migrants and how long they were
abandoned on the side of the road
were not immediately known.

Among them, 22 are from
Mexico, seven are from Guatemala
and two are from Honduras, Roberto
Velasco Álvarez, head of the North
America department in Mexico's
Foreign Relations Department, said
on Twitter.

"Our condolences," he tweeted.
"All responsible will be brought to
justice."

South Texas has long been the
busiest area for illegal border cross-
ings. Migrants ride in vehicles
through Border Patrol checkpoints to
San Antonio, the closest major city,
from which point they disperse
across the United States.

Officers arrived to find a body on
the ground outside the trailer and a
partially opened gate to the trailer.
Three people were taken into cus-
tody, but it was unclear if they were
definitively connected with human
trafficking, McManus said. The trail-
er was gone Tuesday morning, but
access to the area where it was
found remained blocked.

Of the 16 taken to hospitals with
heat-related illnesses, 12 were adults
and four were children, said Fire

Chief Charles Hood. The patients
were hot to the touch and dehydrat-
ed, and no water was found in the
trailer, he said.

"They were suffering from heat
stroke and exhaustion," Hood said.
"It was a refrigerated tractor-trailer,
but there was no visible working AC
unit on that rig."

Those in the trailer were part of
a presumed migrant smuggling
attempt into the United States, and
the investigation was being led by
U.S. Homeland Security
Investigations, McManus said.

Big rigs emerged as a popular
smuggling method in the early 1990s
amid a surge in U.S. border enforce-

ment in San Diego and El Paso,
Texas, which were then the busiest
corridors for illegal crossings.

Before that, people paid small
fees to mom-and-pop operators to
get them across a largely unguarded
border. As crossing became expo-
nentially more difficult after the
2001 terror attacks in the U.S.,

migrants were led through more per-
ilous terrain and paid thousands of
dollars more.

Heat poses a serious danger, par-
ticularly when temperatures can rise
severely inside vehicles. Weather in
the San Antonio area was mostly
cloudy Monday, but temperatures
approached 100 degrees Fahrenheit
(38 degrees Celsius)

Some advocates drew a link to
the Biden administration's border
policies. Aaron Reichlin-Melnick,
policy director at the American
Immigration Council, wrote that he
had been dreading such a tragedy for
months.

"With the border shut as tightly
as it is today for migrants from
Mexico, Guatemala, Honduras and
El Salvador, people have been pushed
into more and more dangerous
routes. Truck smuggling is a way up,"
he wrote on Twitter.

Stephen Miller, a chief architect
of former President Donald Trump's
immigration policies, said, "Human
smugglers and traffickers are wicked
and evil" and that the administra-
tion's approach to border security
rewards their actions.

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott, a
Republican running for reelection,
was blunt in a tweet about the
Democratic president: "These deaths

are on Biden. They are a result of his
deadly open border policies."

Migrants - largely from Mexico,
Guatemala, Honduras and El
Salvador - have been expelled more
than 2 million times under a pan-
demic-era rule in effect since March
2020 that denies them a chance to
seek asylum but encourages repeat
attempts because there are no legal
consequences for getting caught.
People from other countries, notably
Cuba, Nicaragua and Colombia, are
subject to Title 42 authority less fre-
quently due to higher costs of send-
ing them home, strained diplomat-
ic relations and other considerations.

U.S. Customs and Border
Protection reported 557 deaths on
the southwest border in the 12-
month period ending Sept. 30, more
than double the 247 deaths report-
ed in the previous year and the high-
est since it began keeping track in
1998. Most are related to heat expo-
sure.

CBP has not published a death
tally for this year but said that the
Border Patrol performed 14,278
"search-and-rescue missions" in a
seven-month period through May,
exceeding the 12,833 missions per-
formed during the previous 12-
month period and up from 5,071 the
year before.

46 MIGRANTS FOUND DEAD IN ABANDONED TRAILER IN SAN ANTONIO
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Abortion bans were tem-
porarily blocked in

Louisiana and Utah, while a
federal court in South Carolina
said a law sharply restricting
the procedure would take effect
there immediately as the battle
over whether women may end
pregnancies shifted from the
nation's highest court to cour-
thouses around the country.

The US Supreme Court's
decision on Friday to end con-
stitutional protection for abor-
tion opened the gates for a
wave of litigation. One side
sought quickly to put statewide
bans into effect, and the other
tried to stop or at least delay
such measures.

Much of the initial court
activity focused on "trigger
laws," adopted in 13 states that
were designed to take effect
swiftly upon last week's ruling.
Additional lawsuits could also
target old anti-abortion laws
that were left on the books in
some states and went unen-
forced under Roe. Newer abor-
tion restrictions that were put
on hold pending the Supreme
Court ruling are also coming

back into play.
"We'll be back in court

tomorrow and the next day and
the next day," Nancy Northup,
president and CEO of the
Center for Reproductive
Rights, which argued the case
that resulted in the high court
ruling, said Friday.

Rulings to put trigger laws
on hold came swiftly in Utah
and Louisiana on Monday, and
a hearing was scheduled for
Tuesday as Texas clinics seek
assurances they can resume
services for at least a few more

weeks without risking prose-
cution.

A Utah judge Monday
blocked that state's near-total
abortion ban from going into
effect for 14 days, to allow time
for the court to hear challenges
to the state's trigger law.
Planned Parenthood had chal-
lenged the law, which contains
narrow exceptions for rape,
incest or the mother's health,
saying the law violates the
equal protection and privacy
provisions in the state consti-
tution.

"I think the immediate
effects that will occur out-
weigh any policy interest of the
state in stopping abortions,"
Utah Judge Andrew Stone said.

In Louisiana, a judge in
New Orleans, a liberal city in
a conservative state, temporar-
ily blocked enforcement of that
state's trigger-law ban on abor-
tion, after abortion rights
activists argued that it is
unclear. The ruling is in effect
pending a July 8 hearing.

At least one of the state's
three abortion clinics said it
would resume performing pro-
cedures on Tuesday.

"We're going to do what we
can," said Kathaleen Pittman,
administrator of Hope Medical
Group for Women, in
Shreveport. "It could all come
to a screeching halt."

Louisiana Attorney
General Jeff Landry, a
Republican and staunch abor-
tion opponent, vowed to fight
the judge's ruling and enforce
the law.

"We would remind every-
one that the laws that are now
in place were enacted by the
people through State
Constitutional Amendments

and the LA Legislature,"
Landry tweeted Monday.

In South Carolina, a feder-
al court lifted its prior hold on
an abortion restriction there,
allowing the state to ban abor-
tions after an ultrasound detects
a heartbeat, usually around six
weeks into a pregnancy, before
many women know they are
pregnant. There are exceptions
if the woman's life is in danger,
or if the pregnancy is the result
of rape or incest.

Planned Parenthood said
after the ruling that it will con-
tinue to perform abortions at
its South Carolina clinics with-
in the parameters of the new
law.

Also Monday, abortion
rights advocates asked a Florida
judge to block a new law there
that bans the procedure after 15
weeks with some exceptions to
save a mother's life or if the
fetus has a fatal abnormality,
but no exceptions for rape,
incest or human trafficking.
The ACLU of Florida argued
that the law violates the Florida
Constitution. A ruling on that
is expected Thursday - a day
before the law is scheduled to
take effect.
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The first 10 years of Syria's conflict, which
began in 2011, killed more than 300,000

civilians, the United Nations said Tuesday - the
highest official estimate to date of conflict-relat-
ed civilian deaths in the country.

Syria's conflict began with anti-gov-
ernment protests that broke out in March 2011
in different parts of the country, demanding
democratic reforms following Arab Spring
protests in Egypt, Tunisia, Yemen, Libya and
Bahrain that removed some Arab leaders who
had been in power for decades.

However, it quickly turned into a full-blown
civil war that has killed hundreds of thousands
and destroyed large parts of the country.

Tuesday's report published by the UN
Human Rights Office followed what it said were
rigorous assessment and statistical analysis of
available data on civilian casualties. 

According to the report, 306,887 civilians are
estimated to have been killed in Syria between
March 1, 2011, and March 31, 2021, because of
the conflict.

The figures released by the UN do not
include soldiers and insurgents killed in the con-
flict; their numbers are believed to be in the tens
of thousands. The numbers also do not include

people who were killed and buried by their fam-
ilies without notifying authorities.

"These are the people killed as a direct
result of war operations. This does not include
the many, many more civilians who died due to
the loss of access to healthcare, to food, to clean
water and other essential human rights," said UN
High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle
Bachelet.

The report, mandated by the UN
Human Rights Council, cited 143,350 civilian
deaths individually documented by various
sources with detailed information, including at
least their full name, date and location of death.

Also, statistical estimation tech-
niques were used to connect the dots where there
were missing elements of information. Using
these techniques, a further 163,537 civilian
deaths were estimated to have occurred.

"The conflict-related casualty figures
in this report are not simply a set of abstract
numbers, but represent individual human
beings," Bachelet said.

She added that the work of civil society
organisations and the UN in monitoring and
documenting conflict-related deaths is key in
helping families and communities establish the
truth, seek accountability and pursue effective
remedies.
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A101-year-old man was convicted in
Germany of 3,518 counts of acces-

sory to murder on Tuesday for serving
at the Nazis' Sachsenhausen concen-
tration camp during World War II.

The Neuruppin Regional Court
sentenced him to five years in prison.

The man, who was identified by
local media as Josef S., had denied
working as an SS guard at the camp and
aiding and abetting the murder of
thousands of prisoners.

In the trial, which opened in
October, the man said that he had
worked as a farm labourer near
Pasewalk in northeastern Germany
during the period in question.

However, the court considered it
proven that he worked at the camp on
the outskirts of Berlin between 1942 and
1945 as an enlisted member of the Nazi
Party's paramilitary wing, the German
news agency dpa reported.

"The court has come to the con-
clusion that, contrary to what you

claim, you worked in the concentration
camp as a guard for about three years,"
presiding Judge Udo Lechtermann said,
according to dpa, adding that in doing
so, the defendant had assisted in the ter-
ror and murder machinery of the
Nazis.

"You willingly supported this mass
extermination with your activity,"
Lechtermann said. Prosecutors had
based their case on documents relating
to an SS guard with the man's name,
date and place of birth, as well as other
documents.The five-year prison sen-
tence was in line with the prosecution's
demand. However, the defendant can
appeal the court's ruling.
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Afederal grand jury on Monday con-
victed a New Yorker of importing

illegal controlled substances from India
and money laundering, a US attorney
said.

Ezhil Sezhian Kamaldoss, from
Queens in New York, faces up to 50
years of imprisonment. 

"The defendant is now a convicted
drug dealer. He lined his pockets off the
black-market sales of millions of illegal
opioids and misbranded prescription
pills without regard for the harm caused
by the abuse of these highly addictive
and dangerous drugs," United States
Attorney Breon Peace stated. 

"With today's verdict, the defendant
is held accountable for having a hand in
every aspect of his pill mill, from the
importing of unapproved medications
from India to personally filling orders
for these drugs for customers through-
out the country," he said.

According to federal prosecutors,
between May 2018 and August 2019,

Kamaldoss participated with others in
a transnational drug-trafficking con-
spiracy, which involved the importation
of misbranded prescription drugs,
including Tramadol, a synthetic opioid,
into the US from India, repackaging the
drugs at a pill mill operating out of a
warehouse in Jamaica, Queens, 
and shipping the drugs via the United
States mail to customers throughout the
US.

During the course of the charged
conspiracy, Kamaldoss and the men
who worked for him distributed mil-
lions of Tramadol pills, sometimes pur-
chasing hundreds of thousands of pills
at a time.

Additionally, Kamaldoss conspired
to launder the proceeds of the 
drug-trafficking operation by using the
illicit profits to reinvest in the business,
including by paying shipping costs
incurred by his co-conspirators - includ-
ing nearly USD 200,000 in Federal
Express costs paid off 
in exchange for additional pills, it 
said.
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Jordan's prime minister on
Tuesday said he has instruct-

ed authorities to launch an
investigation into the deadly
blast the previous day at the
Red Sea port of Aqaba that
killed at least 13 people.

A crane loading chlorine
tanks onto a ship on Monday
dropped one of them, causing
an explosion of toxic yellow
smoke. Along with those killed,
some 250 were sickened,
authorities said.

Prime Minister Bisher al-
Khasawneh visited the site on
Tuesday and, citing civil
defence and environmental
authorities, said the gas con-
centration in the area had
returned to normal. 

He said that most move-
ment at the port has resumed,
except for the exact site of the
incident which was being
cleaned and inspected.

Al-Khasawneh said "other
nationalities" were among the

dead, without elaborating. He
said many of those in hospitals
were being discharged.

Video carried on state TV
showed the moment the tank
exploded, sending dockwork-
ers scrambling to escape the
toxic cloud. Some 200 people
were hospitalised.

The Public Security
Directorate, which initially
described it as a gas leak, said
authorities sealed off the area
after evacuating the injured and
sent specialists in to address the
situation.

State-run Jordan TV said
13 people were killed. Al-
Mamlaka TV, another official
outlet, said 199 were still being
treated in hospitals. 

The Public Security
Directorate said a total of 251
people were injured.

Aqaba is on the northern
tip of the Red Sea, next to the
Israeli city of Eilat, which is just
across the border. Both are
popular beach and diving des-
tinations.
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Agroup tracking anti-
semitism in Germany said

on Tuesday it documented
more than 2,700 incidents in
the country last year, including
63 attacks and six cases of
extreme violence.

In a report, the
Department for Research and
Information on Anti-Semitism
(RIAS) said the coronavirus
pandemic with its anti-Jewish
conspiracy narratives and the
Middle East conflict with anti-
semitic criticism of Israel were

the main drivers of the 2,738
incidents it documented.

The incidents include both
criminal and non-criminal
incidents, the group said.

The German government's
commissioner to combat anti-
semitism, Felix Klein, called the
number of incidents - more
than seven per day - frighten-
ing, but also said that "at the
same time, each of the report-
ed incidents is also a step
toward reducing the dark fig-
ures".

Right-wing extremists were
responsible for 17 per cent of

the incidents, but more than
half of all the antisemitic inci-
dents could not be assigned to
a specific political view, the
report said.

Among cases of "extreme
violence," RIAS included an
attack on a Jewish participant
in a vigil for Israel in Hamburg
and a shooting at a Jewish com-
munity centre in Berlin.

Altogether, 964 people -
both Jews and non-Jews - were
directly affected by antisemit-
ic incidents, Benjamin Steinitz,
the head of RIAS, told reporters
in Berlin.
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Scottish First Minister Nicola
Sturgeon is set to deliver a

statement on Tuesday setting
out how she believes a new ref-
erendum on Scottish indepen-
dence could be held.

Scottish voters rejected
independence in a 2014 refer-
endum, with 55 per cent of vot-
ers saying they wanted to
remain part of the United
Kingdom.

But Sturgeon, who leads
the Scottish National Party
and the devolved government

in Scotland, has said it's time to
revisit the matter because of
changes brought about by
Brexit. She wants a new vote on
independence before the end of
2023.

That would need a green
light from the UK-wide gov-
ernment of Prime Minister
Boris Johnson, who opposes a
new referendum and has said
the issue was settled in the 2014
vote. Sturgeon maintains that
her party's success in local
elections last year gives her a
mandate for a fresh referen-
dum.
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The man who wounded
President Ronald Reagan in

1981 apologised for his actions
Tuesday and said he doesn't
remember what he was feeling
when he fired the shots that
also wounded three others. 

John Hinckley Jr. Told CBS
Mornings in his first televised
interview since he was freed
from all court oversight this
month that he feels sorry for all
the lives his actions affected. 

"I feel badly for all of them.
I have true remorse for what I

did," Hinckley said. "I know
that they probably can't forgive
me now, but I just want them
to know that I am sorry for
what I did."

Asked about what feelings
led him to commit the act,
Hinckley said he can't remem-
ber those emotions and does-
n't want to. 

"It's such another lifetime
ago. I can't tell you now the
emotion I had right as (Reagan)
came walking out. I can't tell
you that," he said, later adding:
"It's something I don't want to
remember."
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ARussian court has rejected
an appeal by imprisoned

opposition leader Alexei
Navalny, who contended that
prison authorities illegally pre-
vented his lawyers from bring-
ing necessary equipment
including voice recorders and
laptop computers to a court
session held in a prison.

Navalny testified at the
Tuesday session by video, the
first time he has been seen
since being moved to a maxi-
mum-security prison. A lower
court had previously rejected
his complaint about the record-
ing devices ban.

Close associates of Navalny
have faced criminal charges
and many have left Russia.
Authorities shut down his
group's political infrastructure
- an anti-corruption foundation
and a nationwide network of
offices - by labeling it extrem-
ist.

On Tuesday, prominent
opposition politician Ilya
Yashin was sentenced to 15
days in jail on charges of fail-
ing to obey police.

He was detained late
Monday while walking in a
park, and police said he had
grabbed one officer by the
uniform and vulgarly insulted
them.
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New Delhi: Chemical and
Fertiliser Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya on Tuesday
reviewed the preparation for
the upcoming 12th edition of
India-Chem to be held in
October.

The three-day event begin-
ning October 6, 2022 will be
organised in association with
industry body FICCI.

Mandaviya also launched
a brochure with the theme
‘Vision 2030 – Chemicals and
Petrochemicals Build India, an
official statement said.

Minister of State for
Chemicals and Fertilizers
Bhagwant Khuba, Secretary
Arti Ahuja and members of
FICCI were present in the
review meeting.

“The event will showcase
tremendous potential and sup-
portive government policy for

sustainable growth in the sec-
tor. It will also provide a plat-
form for domestic and inter-
national investors and other
stakeholders to interact and
forge alliances...,” Mandaviya
said. While the government has
been providing a favourable
ecosystem for global investors
with its “ease of business” poli-
cies and incentives, the upcom-
ing global event will showcase
India as a favourable destina-
tion for investors and stake-
holders in the chemicals sector,
he added.

Currently, the market size
of the Indian chemicals and
petrochemicals sector is USD
178 billion. India is the sixth
largest chemicals producer in
the world and exports to more
than 175 countries. It accounts
for 13 per cent of India’s total
exports. PTI 
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Kattankulathur:SRM Institute
of Hotel Management (IHM) at
SRM Institute of Science and
Technology (SRMIST),
Kattankulathur is proud to
announce that the 2021-22
outgoing batch has been 100%
placed. 

IHM recently conducted
the Cruise Lines Campus
Recruitment Drive 2022 for the
present and previous batches.
Over 100 students took part in
this exciting job offer. Of those
place, one alumni Mr.
Rathinavel Pandian (2020-21
batch) has received a job offer
with the highest package of 845
US$ per month. 

This was announced at a
press meet organized at SRM

Hotel. The meet was chaired by
SRMIST’s Vice Chancellor C.
Muthamizhchelvan, Registrar
S. Ponnusamy and IHM
Director D. Antony Ashok
Kumar. 

Speaking at the press con-

ference, Antony said, “This
year we have done 100% place-
ment along with the highest
package offered. We not just
prepare our students for hotels,
they are simultaneously pre-
pared for cruises and airlines

among other things. 
Addressing the media,  C.

Muthamizhchelvan said,
“Students always look for
Colleges that offer placements.
This is our specialty.  Good
Health and wellbeing is one of
the UNESCO’s eight
Sustainable Development
Goals. And we at IHM pro-
mote this.  

Students have been placed
under various cadres like
Junior Sous Chef, Sous Chef,
CDP, Assistant CDP, Pastry
Bakery Chefs, Galley Utility,
Housekeeping, and Restaurant
utility. This recruitment drive
remained as a great source of
job and experience provider to
the candidates. PNS
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Mumbai: Lower export
demand and a sharp increase in
raw material and transporta-
tion costs are likely to result in
moderate operating profitabil-
ity for home textile makers at
around 13 per cent in this
financial year, according to a
report.

“Slowing exports growth
and high cotton prices will hit
the operating margins of home
textile exporters by 150-200 bps
or around 13 per cent this fis-
cal. 

The rupee’s depreciation
against the dollar and suste-
nance of the China+1 policy by
global buyers will cushion the
hit on profitability to some
extent,” Crisil Ratings Senior
Director Mohit Makhija 
said.

The second half of this fis-
cal should gradually restore
demand momentum and mar-
ket share for Indian home tex-
tile exporters as freight and raw

cotton costs moderate, and
ease pressure on profitability, he
added.

Exports account for 60-70
per cent of the Indian home
textile industry’s revenue, of
which over 58 per cent ship-
ments are sent to the US,
according to the Crisil Ratings
report.

The report stated that
global demand for home tex-
tiles is expected to be impact-
ed in the near-term by infla-
tionary headwinds, with big-
box retailers pruning invento-
ry and consumers cutting
down on discretionary 
spends.

A slowdown in the sales of
key US retailers in the past 3-
6 months has led to an on-year
decline of 5-6 per cent in over-
all home textile exports from
India between January and
April 2022, it noted.

Adding to the demand
challenge, the price of raw cot-

ton, a key input in home tex-
tiles, has more than doubled
year-on-year in May to Rs
1,00,000 per candy (about 356
kg), it said.

This will remain a chal-
lenge for exporters till the new
cotton crop arrives starting
October, the report said.

Supply-chain disruptions
leading to volatility in ocean
freight rates will also impact
profitability, it added.

Overall, the report said
that the Indian home textile
industry’s revenue is expected
to grow 11-12 per cent this fis-
cal, primarily because of high-
er price realisations.

Domestic demand (com-
prising 30-40 per cent of Indian
home textile industry’s rev-
enue) is expected to grow at a
healthy 13 per cent, driven by
sharp demand recovery in the
domestic hospitality industry
and continued focus on health
and hygiene, it said. PTI
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Mumbai: Benchmark stock
indices Sensex and Nifty
rebounded from early lows to
close marginally up on Tuesday
following fag-end buying in oil
and gas, IT and auto stocks
amid a recovery in global equi-
ties.

Posting gains for a fourth
session in a row, the 30-share
BSE Sensex settled up 16.17
points or 0.03 per cent at
53,177.45. The index opened
lower and dropped nearly 390
points to hit a low of 52,771.53
points due to persistent FII sell-
ing and weak global trends.

However, a late recovery in
Asian markets and early gains
in European exchanges helped
the index cut losses. The index
recovered by nearly 405 points
from the day’s low to end with
gains.

The NSE Nifty gained
18.15 points or 0.11 per cent to
15,850.20. It hit a low of
15,710.15 and a high of
15,892.10 during the day. As
many as 32 of its constituents
advanced while 17 declined.

"After a gap down open-
ing, domestic indices were lift-
ed by positive global peers
while oil prices rose over
renewed supply concerns,"
Vinod Nair, Head of Research
at Geojit Financial Services
said.

The weakened rupee and
rising bond yields limited
domestic investors’ risk
appetite, Nair said, adding that
gains in commodity-linked
stocks and optimism over eas-
ing Covid restrictions in China

aided the global up-move.
Among Sensex stocks,

Mahindra & Mahindra rose the
most by 2.78 per cent, followed
by index heavyweight Reliance
Industries which advanced 1.49
per cent. Dr Reddy’s rose by
1.41 per cent, Tata Steel by 1.34
per cent, and Tech Mahindra
by 1.26 per cent.

Gains in Larsen & Toubro,
Infosys, ITC, Axis Bank, SBI,
and HCL Tech helped the
index close in green.

On the other hand, Titan
fell the most by 3.54 per cent,
Asian Pants by 3.25 per cent,
Bajaj Finserv by 1.94 per cent
and Kotak Bank by 1.32 per
cent.

ICICI Bank, Bajaj Finance,
IndusInd Bank, HDFC, Bharti
Airtel and HDFC Bank also
retreated.

"Markets witnessed a roller
coaster ride in intra-day trade,
but selective buying in IT,
metal, auto and oil & gas stocks
helped the key benchmark
indices recover at fag-end to log
modest gains. Early upturn in
European markets and recov-
ery in other Asian gauges also
provided an impetus to local
markets," said Shrikant
Chouhan, Head of Equity
Research (Retail), Kotak
Securities Ltd.

In the broader market, the
BSE smallcap gauge ended
with 0.24 per cent gain and
midcap index advanced 0.18
per cent.Among the BSE sec-
toral indices, oil & gas jumped
2.54 per cent, energy by 2.45
per cent, metal by 1.97 per cent,
auto by 1.26 per cent and basic
materials by 0.74 per cent. PTI

New Delhi/Mumbai: A brand
new Pawan Hans’ Sikorsky
chopper with 9 people on
board crashed into the Arabian
Sea, about 50 nautical miles
from the Mumbai coast on
Tuesday, killing four people --
including three ONGC
employees.

The helicopter, was about 4-
5 minutes away from its desti-
nation - ONGC’s Sagar Kiran
rig - when the incident took
place, company officials with
direct knowledge of the matter
said.

The chopper went down
around 1145 hrs, just 1 nauti-
cal mile away from Sagar Kiran,
but managed to stay afloat
with the help of the attached

floaters, helping rescuers pull
out all the nine, including two
pilots, after ONGC and
Navy/Coast Guard scrambled
in one of the fastest rescue mis-
sions in the western offshore.

Four of the nine pulled out
were unconscious and airlifted
in a Navy chopper to a hospi-
tal in Mumbai, where they
were declared dead, an official
said. 

Three of the dead are
employees of Oil and Natural
Gas Corporation (ONGC), the
state-owned firm which had
hired helicopter service from
Pawan Hans to support its oil
and gas exploration and pro-
duction operations in the west-
ern offshore.

The fourth person belongs
to a contractor working for
ONGC.The circumstances that
led to the incident were not
immediately known but west-
ern offshore had inclement
weather and there was a swell
in the sea.

Officials said ONGC has
already instituted an inquiry
into the incident. 

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) is also
likely to order a separate
inquiry. Detailing sequence,
officials said the chopper took
off from Juhu helibase this
morning just like any other day
but 1 or 1.5 km from the land-
ing zone on the rig, it went
down into the sea.

New Delhi: Global Surfaces
Ltd, which is engaged in the
business of processing natural
stones and manufacturing
engineered quartz, has filed
preliminary papers with Sebi to
mop up funds through an ini-
tial public offering (IPO).

The IPO comprises fresh
issuance of 85.20 lakh equity
shares and an offer-for-sale
(OFS) of up to 25.5 lakh equi-
ty shares by promoters ----
Mayank Shah and Sweta Shah,
according to the draft red her-
ring prospectus (DRHP).

Funds raised through fresh
issuance of equity shares will be
used for setting up the compa-
ny’s proposed facility -- Global
Surfaces FZE-- in Dubai.

For FY22, the company
posted a profit after tax of Rs
35.63 crore as compared to Rs
33.93 crore in FY21 and its total
income was at Rs 198.35 crore
as against Rs 179 crore in FY21.
Unistone Capital is the sole
book running lead manager to
the issue. The equity shares of
the company will be listed on
the BSE and NSE. PTI
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New Delhi: Gold price in the
national capital rose by Rs 52
to Rs 50,770 per 10 grams on
Tuesday, according to HDFC
Securities.

In the previous trade, the
yellow metal settled at Rs
50,718 per 10 grams.

Silver, however, slipped by
Rs 60 to Rs 60,128 per kg from
Rs 60,188 per kg in the previ-
ous trade. The rupee plunged
by 46 paise to close at record
low of 78.83 (provisional)
against the US dollar on
Tuesday, weighed down by per-
sistent foreign capital outflows
and a surge in crude oil prices.
In the international market,
gold was trading higher at USD
1,827 per ounce while silver was
flat at USD 21.27 per ounce.
“Gold prices have held bound
range trading on mixed global
cues on slowdown worries and
larger rate hike expectations
from US Federal Reserve,” said
Tapan Patel, Senior Analyst
(Commodities) at HDFC
Securities. PTI
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New Delhi: Power trading
solution provider PTC India on
Tuesday said it has completed
a consulting assignment for
HPCL for the latter’s Visakh
Refinery Modernization
Project.

HPCL intends to expand
the refining capacity from 8.5
mmtpa to 15 mmtpa under the
project , a company statement
said. Mmtpa refers to Million
Metric Tonne per Annum.

PTC has completed the
transmission and GIS (geo-
graphic information system)
consulting assignment for
HPCL, it said.

To facilitate the new units,
for a reliable grid power supply
at 220kV level, HPCL intends
to evacuate 220kV power sup-

ply from the nearest grid pool-
ing substation at Kalapaka,
Andhra Pradesh, it said.

PTC was involved in this
project since conceptualiza-
tion, carrying out the feasibil-
ity study, detailed engineering
and estimation, package
designing, bid process man-
agement and subsequently
providing project management
advisory services to HPCL.

PTC along with its con-
sortium partner WAPCOS has
jointly taken up project man-
agement consultant works. It is
involved in supervision of sur-
vey works, detailed engineering,
drawing review and approvals,
inspection of equipment/mate-
rial and issuing dispatch clear-
ances, among others. PTI
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Mumbai: The rupee plunged
by 46 paise to close at record
low of 78.83 (provisional)
against the US dollar on
Tuesday, weighed down by
persistent foreign capital out-
flows and a surge in crude oil
prices.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the rupee
opened lower at 78.53 against
the greenback and finally set-
tled at 78.83, down 46 paise
over its previous close.

During the session, the
rupee touched an all-time low
of 78.85 against the American
currency.

“The Indian rupee
touched an all-time low against

the US Dollar amid weak
domestic equities and a surge
in crude oil prices. Sustained
selling by foreign investors
also put downside pressure on
Rupee,” Anuj Choudhary -
Research Analyst at Sharekhan
by BNP Paribas said.

The rupee is expected to

trade on a negative note on risk
aversion in domestic markets
and continued selling pressure
from foreign institutional
investors (FIIs). Elevated oil
prices may also weigh on the
domestic currency, Choudhary
said.

Meanwhile, the dollar
index, which gauges the green-
back’s strength against a basket
of six currencies, was trading
0.01 per cent higher at 103.95.

Markets are reassessing
their expectations of Fed rate
hike. Traders may also take
cues from the US consumer
confidence data, which is
expected to worsen from the
previous month. PTI

New Delhi: India will need 115
GW of renewable power gen-
eration capacity and 50 billion
litres of demineralised water
supply to achieve the goal of
five million tonnes of green
hydrogen by 2030, as per the
EY India-SED Fund report.

In this decade, industrial
feedstock-based applications
will drive the demand for green
hydrogen, a statement 
said.

Price parity between green
and grey hydrogen produc-
tion will determine the speed
and scale of transition, said the
EY-SED Fund report titled
‘Accelerating Green Hydrogen
Economy’, released at the CII’s
conference on ‘Green New
Energy for a Net Zero India’ in

Bengaluru.
The report highlights that

India’s ambition to produce 5
million tonnes of green hydro-
gen by 2030 will need 115 GW
of renewable power generation
capacity and 50 billion litres of
demineralised water supply.

To get a sense of this scale,
the current all-India installed
capacity of renewable power
generation is 113 GW as of
May 2022.

“The impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic and the
ongoing global conflict are
stark reminders of how India’s
dependence on energy imports
and other commodities linked
to global supply chains can
threaten its strategic interests.
The emergence of green hydro-

gen as a promising low carbon
feedstock and energy carrier for
industrial applications is a
boon for India’s long-term
energy security, sustainability
and self-reliance,” Somesh
Kumar, Partner and National
Leader, Power & Utilities, EY
India, said.

The levelised cost of green
hydrogen production and stor-
age (LCOH) is currently Rs
400/kg. 

Around 40-50 per cent of
this cost can be attributed to the
renewable energy power plant,
30-40 per cent for electrolyser
stack and balance of system,
including demineralised water
supply and 20-30 per cent for
compressed storage, the report
said. PTI
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Mumbai: Credit card spending
has crossed �1.13 lakh crore in
May compared to �1.05 lakh
crore in the previous month
according to official data.

The month-on-month rise
in spending through cards
indicates a pick-up in eco-
nomic activity.

The latest data from the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
showed that 7.68 crore credit
card holders spent about
�71,429 crore for buying
online, while the amount was
spent through swipes at Point
of Sale (PoS) machines stood at
�42,266 crore in May.

In terms of the number of
transactions, credit card pay-
ments were marginally lower
online at 11.5 crore against 12.2
crore off line or at PoS
machines.

The trend also indicates
that cardholders are making
higher value transactions
online on an average than
through offline means.

Credit card holders spent
�65,652 crore for buying
online, while the amount spent
through Point of Sale (PoS)
machines was �39,806 crore in
April.

As far as the debit card is
concerned, the spending
through PoS and online togeth-
er was �65,957 crore during the
month.

The spending through PoS
was �44,305 crore against e-
commerce spending of �21,104
crore through the debit card in

May.
During the month, there

has been an addition of about
20 lakh credit cards. The num-
ber of the card was 7.51 crore
in April.

HDFC Bank had the high-
est number of credit cards at
1.72 crore in May as the RBI
lifted the ban on the issuance
of new credit cards in March.

In terms of credit cards,
HDFC Bank was followed by
the State Bank of India (1.41
crore) and ICICI Bank (1.33
crore) at the end of May 2022.

The RBI had imposed a
ban on HDFC Bank in
December 2020, asking the
lender to stop all launches of its
upcoming digital business-gen-
erating activities and sourcing
of new credit card customers
after repeated outages at its data
centre, which impacted oper-
ations.

The ban was partially lift-
ed in August last year and fully
in March this year. PTI
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Chandigarh:The GST Council
on Tuesday approved changes
in tax rates on some goods and
services while allowing states to
issue an e-way bill for intra-
state movement of gold and
precious stones, officials said.

The Council, chaired by
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman and comprising
state counterparts, also cleared
a host of compliance proce-
dures for GST-registered busi-
nesses along with a GoM report
on high-risk tax payers to
check evasion.

The discussion on the
crucial issues of extension of
compensation to states beyond
June 2022 and the imposition
of 28 per cent GST on casinos,
online gaming and horse rac-
ing, will take place on
Wednesday.

Opposition-ruled states
have been pressing for either
extension of the GST compen-
sation regime or increasing
states’ share in revenue from
the current 50 per cent.

In the meeting on Tuesday,
the Council accepted the inter-
im report of the group of state
finance ministers, headed by
Karnataka Chief Minister
Basavaraj S Bommai, on rate
rationalisation, including cor-
rection of inverted duty struc-
ture and removing tax exemp-
tion on some items, to simpli-
fy the rate structure.

The GoM had suggested
withdrawal of GST exemption
on a host of services including
on hotel accommodation of less

than �1,000 per day and replac-
ing it with a 12 per cent tax. It
also recommended a levy of 5
per cent GST on room rent
(excluding ICU) charged for
hospitalised patients where the
hospital room charges are
above �5,000 per day.

It wanted all post office
services other than postcards
and inland letters, book post
and envelopes weighing less
than 10 gm, to be taxed. Also,
cheques, loose or in book form
should be taxed at 18 per cent,
the GoM recommended. PTI
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Chandigarh: States ruled by
Opposition parties have
demanded that either the rev-
enue sharing formula under
the GST regime should be
changed or the compensation
period should be extended by
five years, amid concerns over
revenue losses.

The Goods and Services Tax
(GST) was introduced on July
1, 2017, and states were assured
of compensation for the rev-

enue loss till June 2022, arising
on account of the GST rollout.

As the GST Council com-
menced here on Tuesday, the
states have also cited a recent
Supreme Court ruling that
decisions made by the Council
are not binding and states
need not stick to them.

The ruling by the court has
been seen by some as states
having powers to determine
taxation. PTI
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Wales captain Gareth Bale has signed
a 12-month contract with Los

Angeles FC that features options through
2024, the Major League Soccer squad
announced on Monday.

Bale confirmed his plans on social
media over the weekend after his depar-
ture from Spanish giants Real Madrid.

"I am extremely excited for this move
to LAFC," Bale said.

"This is the right place for me and
my family and the right time in my career
and I cannot wait to get started working
with the team and getting ready to win
more trophies in Los Angeles."

The 32-year-old forward, a five-time
UEFA Champions League winner, spent
nine years with Real Madrid.

"Gareth is one of the most dynam-
ic and exciting players of his generation,"
LAFC co-president and general manag-
er John Thorrington said. "Adding a
player who brings his talent and expe-
rience at the highest levels is an incred-
ible opportunity to improve our club.

"It's clear that Gareth is highly moti-
vated to continue to win trophies and we
are elated that he has made the choice
to join LAFC and help lead us in our ulti-
mate goal of winning championships."

Bale has made 105 appearances for
Wales since 2006, scoring 28 goals and
contributing 22 assists. He sparked
Wales into this year's Qatar World Cup,
their first appearance in 64 years.

The Cardiff native made his profes-
sional debut at age 16 in 2006 for
Southampton in the English
Championship before joining Premier
League side Tottenham Hotspur in
2007, scoring 42 goals in 146 appearances
through 2013, when he joined Real
Madrid.

With the La Liga club, Bale scored
106 goals and assisted on 67 others in 258
appearances as Real Madrid made a
stunning trophy haul, collecting hard-
ware 19 times.

Bale is expected to attend an LAFC
home match on Wednesday against
Dallas and a likely debut match would
be the Black and Gold's July 8 home
game against the Los Angeles Galaxy in
the local derby.
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Former Manchester City captain
Fernandinho has returned to his

first club and signed for Athletico
Paranaense, the Brazilian club said on
Monday.

The 37-year-old midfielder, who
left City at the end of last season fol-
lowing a trophy-laden nine-year stint
in England, signed a two-and-a-half
year contract.

"It is with great satisfaction that I
return home... Knowing that I can
apply a little bit of everything I
achieved in these years playing in
Europe," said Fernandinho in a press
conference to unveil his arrival in the
southern city of Curitiba.

Born in Parana state, whose cap-
ital is Curitiba, Fernandinho began his
career at Athletico as a teenager in
2002 before moving to Ukraine to join
Shakhtar Donetsk in 2005.

After eight years in Donetsk that
saw him win six Ukrainian league
titles, four Ukrainian cups and the
UEFA Cup, the precursor to the
Europa League, in 2009, Fernandinho

caught the eye of City scouts.
By then he was already a Brazil

international and would go on to win
more than 50 caps, helping the Selecao
lift the 2019 Copa America and play-
ing in two World Cups.

At City he won five Premier
League titles, the FA Cup, six League
Cups and played in the 2021
Champions League final.
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India's premier long jumper
M Sreeshankar on Tuesday

rued his withdrawal from the
upcoming Diamond League
owing to visa-related issues,
saying he was "extremely
keen" to go up against
Olympic champion Miltiadis
Tentoglou in Stockholm.

Sreeshankar was forced
to pull out of the prestigious
tournament, starting June 30
in Sweden, as his passport was
held up at the US Embassy in
New Delhi for visa processing
for next month's World
Championship at Oregon.

The national record hold-
er has said that while partic-
ipation in the Diamond
League would have allowed
him to fine-tune his prepara-
tions for the World
Championships, not being
there wouldn't necessarily
affect him, since the Worlds is
his f irst  priority.
"Unfortunately, the visa situ-
ation meant that I had to with-
draw from the upcoming
Diamond League in
Stockholm. I was extremely
keen on taking part in that
event, especially against the

current Olympic champion
Milt iadis Tentoglou,"
Sreeshankar said.

Interestingly,  both
Sreeshankar and Tentoglou
achieved a jump of 8.36m
this year.

"Participation in the
Diamond League would have
definitely placed me in a bet-
ter position before the World
Championships in July. That
said, on the flip side, I am now
going to get more time for
preparing myself for the World
Championships which has
always been my first priority
and also the Commonwealth
Games," he added.

The 23-year-old Kerala
athlete had won a Gold medal
earlier this month with a sen-

sational jump of 7.95m at
Venizeleia-Chania 2022
Athletics Meet in Greece. He
said that the focus right now
is to better his personal record
and give his absolute best at
the World Championship.

"Despite the fact that I had
to withdraw from the
Diamond League, I have been
working hard and I am
extremely confident of better-
ing my own personal record at
the World Championship. The
event will have several high-
profile athletes but I am ready
to give my best," Sreeshankar
said.

The 18th edition of the
World Championship is
scheduled to be held from July
15-24.
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Olympic and World Cup
medallist Varinder Singh,

who was an integral part of
some of India's memorable
victories in the 1970s, died in
Jalandhar on Tuesday morning.

He was 75.
Singh was part of the Gold-

medal winning Indian team at
the 1975 men's Hockey World
Cup in Kuala Lumpur. This
remains India's only Gold
medal at the prestigious tour-
nament where the country had
beaten arch-rivals Pakistan 2-
1 in the final.

Singh was also part of the
Bronze medal-winning team at
the 1972 Munich Olympics
and Silver medal at 1973 World
Cup in Amsterdam.

He also had to his credit a
Silver medal at the 1974 and
1978 Asian Games, respec-
tively. The Indian hockey stal-
wart also featured in the 1976
Montreal Olympics.
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From the red clay of the
French Open to the green
grass of Wimbledon, the

wins keep coming for Iga
Swiatek.

The top-seeded Pole won
her opening match on Centre
Court on Tuesday, beating
Croatian qualifier Jana Fett 6-0,
6-3.

The victory was Swiatek's
36th in row and includes all
seven matches she played at this
year's French Open in winning
her second title at Roland
Garros. It's the longest winning
streak on the women's tour
since 1997, when Martina
Hingis won 37.

"It's my first match on grass
this season, so I knew it's going
to be tricky," Swiatek said on
court.

"I'm just figuring out how to
play here and trying to imple-
ment all the stuff that we were
practicing on."

Even with seven-time
champion Serena Williams in
the draw at the All England
Club, Swiatek is the woman to
beat. She won five tournaments
before heading to Paris in May,
earning consecutive titles in
Doha, Indian Wells, Miami,
Stuttgart and Rome.

Swiatek, again wearing a pin
with the colors of Ukraine on
her hat, started out like she left
off in her last match at the
French Open. But she went
down 3-1 in the second set
before recovering.

"The second set, at the
beginning I lost my focus a lit-
tle bit and she used that pretty

well," Swiatek said.
Coco Gauff, who lost to

Swiatek in this year's French
Open final, also won her open-
ing match. The 11th-seeded
American beat Elena-Gabriela
Ruse of Romania 2-6, 6-3, 7-5.

Gauff got the go-ahead
break in the third set at 5-5 on
her sixth break point of the
game when Ruse double-fault-
ed.

In her two previous appear-
ances at the All England Club,
Gauff reached the fourth round.

Barbora Krejcikova, who
won the French Open in 2021
to split Swiatek's two titles there,
also advanced to the second
round. The 13th-seeded Czech
defeated Maryna Zanevska of
Belgium 7-6 (4), 6-3.

No. 4 Paula Badosa, No. 5
Maria Sakkari, No. 12 Jelena
Ostapenko and No. 33 Shuai
Zhang of China also advanced.

Among the seeded player to
lose was Olympic champion
Belinda Bencic. The 14th-seed-
ed Swiss player lost to Qiang

Wang of China 6-4, 5-7, 6-2.
No. 18 Jil Teichmann of

Switzerland, No. 20 Amanda
Anisimova of the United States
and No. 27 Yulia Putintseva of
Kazakhstan also lost.

In the men's draw, No. 18
Grigor Dimitrov of Bulgaria
retired from his match with an
apparent injury. He was leading
Steve Johnson of the United
States 6-4, 2-5 when he stopped.

No. 15 Reilly Opelka of the
United States, No. 19 Alex De
Minaur of Australia, No. 29

Jenson Brooksby of the United
States, No. 31 Sebastian Baez of
Argentina and unseeded Nick
Kyrgios of Australia also won. 
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Nick Kyrgios came out on

top in a fiery Wimbledon five-
setter on Tuesday and told
rowdy critics in the crowd:
"That one's for you — you
know who you are."

The Australian defeated
British wildcard Paul Jubb 3-6,
6-1, 7-5, 6-7 (3/7), 7-5 on the

back of 30 aces and 67 winners.
Kyrgios was unhappy with

some fans on a packed and rau-
cous Court Three and demand-
ed they be removed from the
stadium even as early as the first
set.

"There were a couple of
people not shy of criticising me
— that one's for you," said the

27-year-old, ranked 40th in the
world. "You know who you
are."

Kyrgios, who stunned
Rafael Nadal on his way to the
quarter-finals at the All England
Club in 2014, arrived at the
tournament after semi-final
runs in grass-court events in
Stuttgart and Halle.

However, he was out of
sorts in the first set.

As well as his displeasure
with a section of the crowd, he
also called a line judge "a snitch
with no fans".

"The crowd was pretty
rowdy," said Kyrgios. "He was a
local wildcard with nothing to
lose. But it was a lot of fun."
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Italy's Matteo Berrettini, the
2021 Wimbledon runner-up

and a title favourite this year,
pulled out of the tournament on
Tuesday after testing positive for
coronavirus.

"I am heartbroken to
announce that I need to with-
draw from @wimbledon due to
a positive COVID-19 test
result," the 26-year-old Italian
wrote on Instagram.

Berrettini was widely
regarded as one of the biggest
threats to defending champion
Novak Djokovic at the All
England Club, having captured
back-to-back grass-court titles
in Stuttgart and Queen's.

He is the second man to
withdraw from Wimbledon
with Covid in two days after
2017 runner-up Marin Cilic of
Croatia also tested positive.

"I have had flu symptoms
and been isolating the last few
days," Berrettini said in his
statement.

"Despite symptoms not
being severe, I decided it was
important to take another test

this morning to protect the
health and safety of my fellow
competitors and everyone else
involved in the tournament.

"I have no words to
describe the extreme disap-
pointment I feel. The dream is
over for this year, but I will be

back stronger."
Berrettini was a potential

semi-final opponent of two-
time champion Rafael Nadal.

Instead his place in the
Wimbledon first round will be
taken by Sweden's Elias Ymer,
a lucky loser from qualifying.
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India's HS Prannoy faced stiff
resistance before prevailing

against local hero Daren Liew as
the Indian shuttler progressed to
the men's singles second round
of the Malaysia Open, here on
Tuesday.

A former top-10 player,
Prannoy, who had reached the
semifinals of Indonesia Open
Super 1000 earlier this month,
emerged a 21-14, 17-21, 21-18
winner in 62 minutes.

The 29-year-old from
Kerala, ranked 21st currently,
will face fourth seeded Chou
Tien Chen of Chinese Taipei
next at the Super 750 bad-
minton tournament.

Prannoy's win brought
some cheers to the Indian camp
after B Sai Praneeth and Sameer
Verma made early exits.

While Praneeth went down
to world number six Anthony
Sinisuka Ginting of Indonesia,
Sameer lost to world number 8
Jonatan Christie, also from
Indonesia.

The 30-year-old Praneeth,
currently ranked world number
19, lost 15-21, 21-19, 9-21 to
Ginting in a 50-minute men's
single match.

This was eight meeting
between the two players with the
Indonesian now leading the
head-to-head record 5-3. They
last played at the 2020 Asian
Team championships where
Ginting won the contest after
Praneeth retired due to an injury.

Sameer, who is making a
comeback from injury, fought
for 49 minutes before losing 14-

21, 21-13, 7-21 in another
match.

In doubles, women's pairing
of Ashwini Ponnappa and N
Sikki Reddy also bowed out of
the tournament after losing 15-

21, 11-21 to Japanese
duo of Nami Matsuyama and
Chiharu Shida, seeded
sixth.

Prannoy was slow off the
mark but opened up a healthy

11-7 lead at the break. His
strokes penetrated the defence of
his opponent, who looked little
passive as Prannoy was reward-
ed for his alertness and better
control in the rallies.

The Indian kept putting the
shuttles on the right areas and
with Liew making some unchar-
acteristic errors meant Prannoy's
lead was not threatened.

In the end, it was another
return at the baseline which gave
Prannoy the bragging rights.

After the change of sides,
Liew took a 7-4 advantage with
Prannoy going to the nets
repeatedly. The Indian soon
turned the tide with his smash-
es on his rival's forehand.

After the break, Prannoy
tried to play at a good pace but
a series of unforced errors,
mainly at the net, handed four
game points to Liew and he
sealed it with a smash.

In the decider, Prannoy
moved up 6-3 but Liew again
clawed his way back with three
points, including an excruciat-
ing rally which left Prannoy flat
on the ground.

The duo played with electri-
fying pace and Prannoy man-
aged to eke out a three point
cushion at the interval.

The second half of the
decider was a roller-coaster ride
as Liew kept breathing down
Prannoy's neck but the Indian
ensured he had the last laugh,
sealing the contest with anoth-
er powerful smash which Liew
sent wide. 
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After a disastrous IPL-15
campaign, the Mumbai

Indians are all set to start
their preparations in earnest
for the next edition, with a
three-week exposure tour of
England in July for their
uncapped Indian players.

Apart from enjoying train-
ing at various state-of-the-art
facilities, the Indian youngsters
of MI will be playing at least 10
T20 games against top club
sides across multiple counties.

"NT Tilak Varma, Kumar
Kartikeya, Ramandeep Singh,
Hrithik Shokeen are some of
the players who will get expo-
sure playing against top T20
club sides in trying conditions.

"Arjun Tendulkar, who is
also in UK and South African
younngster Dewald Brevis are
also likely to join the touring
party," an IPL insider privy to
the development said.

The MI support staff head-
ed by chief coach Mahela
Jayawardene will be in England
to oversee the progress of the
Indian players.

"Look, the Indian domes-
tic season has come to an end.
While the top players like
skipper Rohit Sharma, premier
pacer Jasprit Bumrah will be
now on the road with the

national team, our internation-
al stars will also be busy with
their respective commitments,"
the source indicated.

"The ones who need to be
monitored are our younger
crop of players as they won't be
having any match practice for
three and half months before
the next domestic season starts.

"So effectively, we can't call
it a pre-season trip as IPL is still
nine months away. But it is try-
ing to monitor the progress of
our core group of youngsters
going forward," he added.

For this trip though, MI
doesn't need any BCCI per-
mission unless the team is
playing exhibition games
against other franchises or
overseas T20 sides.

"This trip isn't a commer-
cial one where there will be
tickets sold or the match will
be broadcast on a particular
channel or streamed on some
app. Since the trip isn't a rev-
enue generator, we don't need
to apply for any permission
from BCCI," he informed.

"We are only taking those
players to UK who are not
associated with any national
team activities or have been
summoned for any of the
BCCI conducted camps or
playing in any league (like
TNPL)."
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ent opposition, with their attack and
players as well.

"We'll be concentrating on what
we've done well over these last three
games and look to continue that
against India on Friday."

England had won just once in 17
Tests prior to the New Zealand series,

albeit many of those matches
were played under mentally-

draining coronavirus
restrictions that no longer
apply.
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But the shackles have been lifted

in an exhilarating start to life under
McCullum, one of the most attacking
players of his generation.

"I knew that everyone would buy
into the new mentality me and
Brendon set out, but I didn't think it
would go this well to be honest," said
kindred spirit Stokes.

In the space of just over a week,
Bairstow struck two remarkable Test
hundreds, his 136 in a run chase at
Trent Bridge was followed by an
astounding 162 which rescued
England from the depths of 55-6 in
the first innings at Headingley.

Monday witnessed more blazing
hitting from Bairstow, who struck
England's second-quickest Test fifty of

all time, off just 30 balls, on his
way to an unbeaten 71.

F o r m e r
England cap-

tain Joe
R o o t

played second fiddle while making 86
not out as he shared an unbroken
stand of 111 with his Yorkshire team-
mate.

Root was named England's play-
er of the series after scoring 396 runs
at an average of 99, in a continuation
of the form that has taken him top of
the Test batting rankings.

McCullum, however, has had a
more immediate impact upon
Bairstow.

"I've never heard a bloke get 130-
odd off 90 balls like he did at Trent
Bridge and then ask his head coach
how to go out and play," said Stokes.

"Baz McCullum basically just said,
'Go and get your Sudoku book, sit next
to me and shut up. Whatever you did
last week, go out and do it again.'

"With Jonny, it's just about mak-
ing sure he knows what he's in the
team to do."

New Zealand arrived in England
with questions over how they would
replace the retiring Ross Taylor and BJ
Watling only for their effective replace-
ments — Daryl Mitchell and Tom
Blundell — to share four century part-
nerships.

But omitting frontline spinner
Ajaz Patel — who in December became
only the third bowler in Test history to
take all 10 wickets in an innings,
against India in his birthplace of
Mumbai — for the last two matches of
this series proved costly, with off-break
bowler Michael Bracewell thrashed for
109 runs in 15.2 overs during England's
run-chase at Headingley.

"We opted for the balance of the
side to go with three seamers," said New
Zealand captain Kane Williamson.
"We were curious to whether it would
turn but it's just one of those things."
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India will be touring New
Zealand for a white-ball series

comprising three T20Is and as
many ODIs after the World
T20 in Australia, New Zealand
Cricket (NZC) said on Tuesday.

The series will be held
between November 18 to 30 and
New Zealand will return to
India for a white-ball series in
January next year.

"India will arrive in New
Zealand at the conclusion of the
world cup to play the Black Caps
in three T20s at Wellington,
Tauranga and Napier, and three
ODIs at Auckland, Hamilton
and Christchurch," NZC said in
a release.

"The Black Caps will then
depart for the sub-continent
for a tour of Pakistan and a short
form series in India, before
returning in early February to

prepare for the two Tests against
England — at Tauranga (D/N)
and Wellington."

India will be playing a
rescheduled one-off fifth Test
against England beginning on
Friday, besides featuring in three
T20Is and as many ODIs at the
Old Blighty.

India will then tour the
West Indies for a white-ball
series comprising three ODIs
and five T20Is in July-August in
the run-up to the T20 World
Cup.

In a jam-packed interna-
tional schedule, New Zealand
will also play a day-night Test
against England, while six teams
will be touring the country in the
2022-23 home summer.

Besides India, the other
touring teams include Pakistan,
Bangladesh, England and Sri
Lanka men's teams, and
Bangladesh women.
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England captain Ben Stokes has insisted there will
be no let-up from his side when they face India
just days after whitewashing Test world cham-

pions New Zealand.
A first series under the new leadership duo of

Stokes and red-ball head coach Brendon McCullum,
a former New Zealand captain, ended with an
emphatic seven-wicket win in Leeds on Monday that
sealed a 3-0 triumph over the Black Caps.

For the third time in as many matches,
England made light of a potentially tricky run
chase, with Jonny Bairstow ending a pursuit of 296
by smashing a six on his Headingley home
ground.

England, however, have just a few days to savour
their success before facing India at Edgbaston in a
match starting Friday.

The fifth Test was rescheduled after the fixture
was postponed last September following a Covid out-
break in the India camp.

India are currently 2-1 up in a five-match series
following a 157-run win at the Oval but are now set
to face a revitalised England side likely to feature only
four survivors at most from that match — Ollie Pope,
Joe Root, Bairstow and James Anderson — later this
week.

"Regardless of the opposition, we're still going to
have the same mindset," Stokes told reporters after
stumps in Leeds on Monday.

The dynamic all-rounder, on a mental
health break from cricket at the time of
the fourth Test against India,
added: "Obviously, it's
going to be a com-
pletely dif-
ferent...
d i f -
fer-
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West Indies beat
Bangladesh by 10 wick-

ets in the second Test and
took a one-sided series 2-0 at
Daren Sammy Stadium.

Both Tests were won well
inside four days.

A wet field washed out the
first two sessions on Monday,
but when Bangladesh resumed

on 132-6, needing 42 more
runs to make West Indies bat
again, play lasted less than 12
overs.

Bangladesh's second
innings extended nine more
overs and 54 more runs before
it was all over on 186. Nurul
Hasan was stranded on 60 not
out from 50 balls.

Needing 13 runs to win,
West Indies openers John

Campbell and captain Kraigg
Brathwaite took 17 balls.

Bangladesh's 100th Test
loss came after it scored 234
and 186 and West Indies 408
and 13 not out.

When the day's play got
underway, Mehidy Hasan
Miraz got off with a mark
with a boundary then was out
next ball trying to block an
Alzarri Joseph bouncer and
edging behind.

Jayden Seales bagged in the
one over Ebadot Hossain and
Shoriful Islam for ducks.

Seales, Joseph and Kemar
Roach each took three wickets.

Khaled Ahmed was run
out for a duck from the non-
striker's end when Nurul was-
n't looking for a run.

Nurul resumed from 16
overnight and blasted two sixes
and five boundaries for his
third Test fifty — all against
West Indies — and four runs
short of his career best.

They start three T20Is and
three ODIs from Saturday.
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On the back of her splen-
did performance in the

just-concluded T20 series
against Sri Lanka, India's
left-arm spinner Radha
Yadav has moved up to the
13th spot in the ICC
Women's T20 players rank-
ings.

As per the latest rank-
ings released by the ICC,
Yadav has progressed seven
places to the 13th among
bowlers after bagging four
wickets in the series against
Sri Lanka, which India won
2-1.

In batting chart, Sri
Lanka captain Chamari
Athapaththu has moved up
one place to a career-best
seventh position after aggre-
gating 139 runs in three
matches. She had struck a
match-winning 80 not out in
the final T20I in Dambulla.

Athapaththu has also
gained two slots to reach
seventh in the all-rounders'
list.

Indian batters Smriti
Mandhana (fourth),
Jemimah Rodrigues (14th)
and captain Harmanpreet
Kaur (18th) have retained
their places in the batting
list.

The other Indian
bowlers who have advanced

in rankings are Pooja
Vastrakar, who has moved
up 30 places to the 32nd
spot, and Renuka Thakur,
who has jumped 83 places to
reach the 97th spot.

Vastrakar clinched only
two wickets in the T20
series, while she also scored
27 runs. Thakur was also
able to clinch only two wick-
ets in the three-match T20
series.

Meanwhile, Sri Lanka's
Anushka Sanjeewani has
moved up four places to
60th among batters.

Sri  Lanka spinners
Oshadi Ranasinghe (up 11
places to 26th), Sugandika
Kumari (up nine places to
40th) and Inoka Ranaweera
(up16 places to 47th) have
also improved their rank-
ings. 
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STOKES’ ENG SET
SIGHTS ON INDIA

India to tour NZ for limted
overs series after T20 WC 
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Deepak Hooda produced a
master-class knock, becom-

ing only the fourth Indian to hit
a T20 International century, as
the visiting side posted a mam-
moth 227 for 7 against Ireland
in the second and final match
here on Tuesday.

During his maiden T20I
ton (104 off 57 balls), Hooda
showed he belonged to the big
stage with his scintillating stroke
play, both off the front and back-
foot.

While Hooda was elegant
and at ease on the frontfoot, he
was equally good on the back-
foot, dispatching the ball over
the midwicket boundary for a
few sixes.

Hooda decorated his knock
with nine fours and six hits over
the fence.

He was ably supported by

Sanju Samson, who, opening the
batting in place of injured
Ruturaj Gaikwad, played second
fiddle but grabbed his opportu-
nity with both hands.

Samson made 77 off 42
balls with the help of nine
boundaries and four sixes.

Both Hooda and Samson's
strokeplay down the ground
were a treat for the eyes.

But India did not have the
best of starts as they lost Ishan
Kishan (3) early. The left-hand-
ed opener once again wasted an
opportunity, nicking a Mark
Adair delivery to Lorcan Tucker
behind the stumps in the third
over.

Hooda and Samson joined
hands and the duo batted effort-
lessly, albeit handing two diffi-
cult chances, to share 176 runs
off just 85 balls to lay the foun-
dation for India's huge total.

It was a one-way traffic after

Kishan's dimissal as Hooda and
Samson toyed with the Irish
bowlers and did not let them
settle down.

Except for a difficult chance
which Paul Stirling dropped at
extra off in the eight over,
Hooda played a perfect knock.

Samson too was handed a
life in the ninth over when leg-
spinner Gareth Delany dropped
a difficult caught-and-bowled
chance.

Samson too played some
delightful strokes, particularly
off the backfoot during his
hallf-century knock. He, how-
ever, was cleaned up by Adair in
the 17th over.

Hooda brought up his
maiden T20I century off 55
balls with a single to join the
likes of Rohit Sharma, KL Rahul
and Suresh Raina in the elite
club of only four Indian centu-
rions in the format.

Once Hooda departed at
the team score of 212, Surya
Kumar Yadav (15) and skipper
Hardik Pandya (15) tried to
accelerate the scoring but failed
as India lost three wickets for
the addition of just 14 runs in
the last two overs. 
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Eoin Morgan may be
England's all-time leading

run scorer in one-day and
Twenty20 cricket, but the
World Cup's winner game-
changing impact on the team
was measured in more than
just figures.

Morgan, 35, announced
his international retirement on
Tuesday at Lord's, where he
captained England to their
memorable World Cup final
win against New Zealand in
2019.

That thrilling victory was
the culmination of Morgan's
white-ball revolution as he
oversaw a complete change in
attitude towards the limited-
over game in his adopted
country.

Always his own man, the
Dublin-born Morgan rose
rapidly through the ranks of
Ireland cricket, becoming
known for his unorthodox
shot-making.

But with Ireland not then
a Test nation, he made no
secret of his desire to qualify

for England and made his
debut for Middlesex a week
after his 19th birthday.

The left-hander was equal-
ly decisive when he stood
down from Test cricket after
playing the last of 16 matches
in the longer format in 2012
when he realised there was no
chance of a red-ball recall.

By concentrating on lim-
ited-overs internationals,
Morgan became England's all-
time leading scorer in ODI
and T20 cricket with 6,957 and
2,458 runs respectively.

His tally of 225 ODI
appearances and 115 T20Is is
another England record, but it
was as a ground-breaking cap-
tain that Morgan had his
greatest impact.

Appointed on the eve of
the 2015 World Cup after the
selectors dispensed with
Alastair Cook, he led England
to a miserable first-round exit
sealed with a woeful defeat by
Bangladesh.

But inspired by the attack-
ing approach of New Zealand
captain Brendon McCullum,
who recently became

England's red-ball coach,
Morgan oversaw a remarkable
revival.

Just under three months
after being thrashed by New
Zealand at the World Cup in
a match where McCullum hit
77 from only 25 balls, England
turned the tables on the Black
Caps by smashing 408-9 in a
210-run win at Edgbaston.

Morgan, with the support
of coach Trevor Bayliss — the
Australian was drafted into the
England set-up after the 2015
debacle — presided over 16
wins from 20 bilateral series
during the four years between
World Cups.

England in that time
climbed to number one in the
rankings, with the likes of Jos
Buttler, Jason Roy, Jonny
Bairstow and Ben Stokes buy-
ing into Morgan's policy of
fearless attacking cricket.

Morgan was also adept in
the field, his sensitive captain-
cy allowing leg-spinner Adil
Rashid to flourish.

The skipper also wisely
had a calming word with Jofra
Archer after the fast bowler

sent down a wide at the start
of a Super Over that ended
with England beating New
Zealand in the World Cup
final.


