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One of the two prime
accused in the brutal

killing of a tailor in Udaipur has
links with the Pakistan-based
organisation Dawat-e-Islami
and had visited Karachi in
2014, the Rajasthan Police chief
said on Wednesday.

A day after the brutal mur-
der of Hindu tailor Kanhaiya
Lal Teli in Udaipur by two rad-
ical Muslims, the National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
took over the probe into the
terror incident from the
Rajasthan Police.

The police have detained
three more people in connec-
tion with the killing so far,
Director General of Police
(DGP) ML Lather said at a
press conference in Jaipur.

“One of the accused,
Ghouse Mohammad, has links
with the Karachi-based Ismalist
organisation Dawat-e-Islami.
He had visited Karachi in 2014.
So far, we have detained five
people, including the two
prime accused,” Lather said. 

Meanwhile, a  policeman
was slashed with a sword dur-
ing a protest march in
Rajsamand district’s Bhim
town, where police used tear
gas to stop a stone-pelting
mob from advancing towards
a mosque. In Udaipur, hun-
dreds took part in a funeral
procession for Kanhaiya  Lal .

Stones were hurled at a
burial ground and some peo-
ple tried to vandalise its gate as
the procession passed by.
Elsewhere in Rajasthan, mar-
kets were closed in Sojat (Pali),
Bhinmal and Sanchore (Jalore)
and Reodar (Sikar) in protest

over the Udaipur murder.
Two men, identified as

Riaz Akhtari and Ghouse
Mohammad, allegedly hacked
Kanhaiya Lal to death with a
cleaver at his shop in Udaipur
on Tuesday and posted videos
online saying they are avenging
an insult to Islam.

The duo was taken into
custody on Tuesday and
booked under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act and
the various sections of IPC, the
police chief said.

When asked whether both
the accused had links with
Dawat-e-Islami, Lather said
that it cannot be ruled out as
both of them were equally
involved.

Lather said that looking
into all the perspectives and on
directions of the Chief Minister,
it was considered as act of ter-
ror, so investigation was start-
ed after registering a case under
the UAPA.

Lather said Ghouse
Mohammad in 2014 had vis-
ited Dawat-e-Islami, Karachi.
The outfit has its offices in
Mumbai and Delhi, he said.  

Detained accused Riaz
works as a welder and Ghouse
is into some petty works. “It is
also found that the distinct
weapon used to hack Kanhaiya
was made by Riaz around
four-five years ago,” said the
DGP.

On the trans-border con-
nection of the two prime
accused, he said all digital evi-
dence is being looked into.

A case has been lodged
under IPC sections 302, 452,
153 (A), 153(B), 295(A) and
34, and sections 16, 18 and 20
of UAPA, 1967.  Lather also
said a case was lodged against
Kanhaiya Lal on June 10 by
one Nazim at Dhan Mandi
police station over an alleged
objectionable post hurting sen-
timents of a community. 
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Undeterred by the looming
terror threats, the first

batch of 4,890 pilgrims
embarked on the Amarnath
yatra on Wednesday under
unprecedented security cover.   

Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha flagged off the
convoy of 176 light and heavy
motor vehicles after perform-
ing traditional prayers at the
base camp at Jammu.

Chief Secretary Arun
Mehta, senior police and
administrative officers, along
with local politicians, attended
the ceremony and prayed for
peace, prosperity and a safe
spiritual journey for pilgrims.

The LG is scheduled to
perform pratham pooja inside
the holy cave shrine on
Thursday.

The atmosphere inside the
base camp was upbeat since

early morning as a large num-
ber of pilgrims from different
States were seen singing prais-
es of Lord Shiva and chanting
vedic mantras before embark-
ing on the journey. 

So far around 3 lakh pil-
grims have registered them-
selves for the yatra this year.
The shrine board authorities
are expecting the largest ever
footfall of 6 to 7 lakh pilgrims
this year.

The shrine board authori-
ties have also made elaborate
arrangements for spot regis-
tration to facilitate rush of pil-
grims. For the first time, a
Radio Frequency Identification
tag has been issued to the pil-
grims by the shrine board,
while drone cameras have been
deployed across base camps
and yatri niwas to maintain
tight vigil.  Pilgrims have been
extended helicopter services
from Srinagar for the first time

this year. 
The Amarnath yatra was

cut short in 2019 days ahead of
Abrogation of Article 370.
However, the yatra remained
suspended in 2020 and 2021
due to the Covid-19 pandem-
ic. Elaborate security arrange-
ments have been made along
the entire yatra route. The
Centre has deployed over 350
companies of paramilitary
troops to guard the yatra route
and base camps along both the
Baltal and Pahalgam axis.

J&K’s regional parties,
including the National
Conference (NC) and Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP), have
welcomed the pilgrims and
asked people to ensure their
security and safety.

The Amarnath shrine
board authorities have thrown
open both the traditional
Pahalgam-Chandanwari route
and Baltal route for pilgrims.
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Minutes after the Supreme
Court refused to stay

Maharashtra Governor’s direc-
tion to the Shiv Sena-NCP-
Congress Maha Vikas Aghadi
Government to take a floor test
in the Assembly on Thursday,
Uddhav on Wednesday
announced his resignation as
the Maharashtra Chief
Minister. 

“I am also quitting as the
member of the Legislative
Council,” Thackeray said in a
webcast, on Thursday night
while appealing to the workers
of his party not to take to the
streets in protest.  He said he
was not interested “in playing
the numbers game”.

“Let the rebels who grew
politically because of Shiv Sena
and Balasaheb Thackeray get
joy and satisfaction of pulling
down his son from the post of
Chief Minister,” Thackeray said. 

Earlier, after hearing all
sides for more than three hours
on Wednesday on Governor’s
order for a floor test by the
Sena-led Government in
Maharashtra, a Supreme Court
Bench comprising Justices
Surya Kant and JB Pardiwala
delivered the order around 9
pm, refusing to stay the floor
test. However, the court issued
notice on Shiv Sena Chief
Whip Sunil Prabhu’s petition to
all parties to respond and
tagged  the case with rebel MP’s
case against disqualification

notice, scheduled on July 11. 
The apex court said the

final outcome of the floor test
will be subject to the disquali-
fication case. The court allowed
jailed Ministers Nawab Malik
and Anil Deshmukh to attend
the floor test. 

“We are not staying the
floor test. We are issuing
notices. You can file counter.
We will hear on merits along
with other cases on July 11. The
result of tomorrow will depend
on the final outcome of this
petition,” the court directed,
adding that the results of
tomorrow will be subject to the
final outcome of the petition
before the court. 

Senior Counsel Abhishek
Manu Singhvi, appearing for
Prabhu, said the entire voting
pool will change if the floor test
is held after disqualification.
“The decision of the Speaker
will change the pool who will
be voting. Before plunging into
the pool, the size has to be
noted,” he said. 

“If on July 11, the court
decides the petition, say the
Speaker’s bar is lifted, and cer-
tain MLAs are disqualified,
then the test could have con-
cluded the next day,” said
Singhvi arguing that the case
before the top court will
become infructuous.  

Singhvi questioned the act
of the Governor in showing
undue haste in calling for
floor test. “The Governor is
bound to act on the aid and
advice of the Council of

Ministers. Here he may act on
the advice of Ministers or not,
but definitely cannot act on
the advice of the Opposition,”
he contended. 

Senior Counsel Neeraj
Kishan Kaul, appearing for
Eknath Shinde, said the
Speaker cannot decide dis-
qualification proceedings
when no-confidence motion
against him is pending. “You
(Speaker) are seized of a mat-
ter, you know there are pro-

ceedings against you. You can-
not proceed at all. It is a juris-
dictional issue,” Kaul said. 

“When the CM has lost
confidence in the House, the
moment the CM shows reluc-
tance, it shows that he knows
he has lost the majority. This
is all the more reason to have
a floor test,” Kaul argued.

“Assuming a floor test
takes place, who are competent
to participate,” asked Justice
Kant. 
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The election to the post of
Vice President will be held

on August 6, the Election
Commission (EC) on
Wednesday announced.

As per the poll panel, the
notification for the election to
decide the successor of M
Venkaiah Naidu will be issued
on July 5 and the last date for
filing of nomination papers will
be July 19. The votes will be
counted on August 6.

Naidu’s term as Vice
President ends on August 10.
The BJP-led NDA has a clear
edge in the poll in which the
members of the Lok Sabha and
the Rajya Sabha, including
nominated members, are eligi-
ble to vote.

As per Article 68 of the
Constitution, the election to fill
the vacancy caused by the
expiration of the term of office
of the outgoing Vice President
is required to be completed

before the expiration of the
term. At a meeting also attend-
ed by Election Commissioner
Anup Chandra Pandey, Chief
Election Commissioner Rajiv
Kumar finalised the schedule
for the Vice Presidential poll.

The scrutiny of nomina-
tion papers will be done on July
20 and the last date for with-
drawal of candidature is July 22. 

For the 16th Vice-

Presidential Election, the
Electoral College consists of
233 elected members of the
Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated
members of the Rajya Sabha
and 543 elected members of the
Lok Sabha. The voting is done
by the secret ballot. 

Open voting and showing
the ballot to anyone under any
circumstances in the case of
presidential and vice-presi-
dential elections are totally
prohibited, the EC cautioned,
adding that parties cannot
issue whip to its MPs in the
matter of voting.

A nomination paper of a
candidate has to be subscribed
by at least 20 electors as pro-
posers and by at least other 20
electors as seconders. An elec-
tor can subscribe to only one
nomination paper of a candi-
date as either a proposer or a
seconder. A candidate can file
a maximum of four nomina-
tion papers. The security
deposit for the election is
�15,000.
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Four of the five MLAs of the
AIMIM in Bihar on

Wednesday defected to the
RJD, helping it become the
largest party in the 243-strong
Assembly with a strength of 80
MLAs, three more than that of
the BJP.

Leader of  the Opposition
Tejashwi Yadav, who hailed
this as strengthening of secu-
lar forces,  himself drove the
four MLAs to the Assembly.
The MLAs submitted a letter to
Speaker Vijay Kumar Sinha
requesting him to accept their
group’s merger with the RJD. 

Yadav was also present
with them in the Speaker’s
chamber. The MLAs who have
jumped ship are Syed
Ruknuddin Ahmed (Baisi),
Shahnawaz Alam (Jokihat),
Mohd Izhar Asf i

(Kochadhaman) and Mohd
Anzar Naeemi (Bahadurganj).

The party, headed by
Asaduddin Owaisi, which
won five seats and cut into
RJD-led alliance’s vote on sev-
eral  seats in the 2020
Assembly elections is now
left with only its State presi-
dent Akhtarul Iman. 
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In what will further hurt the
middle class, pre-packed and

labelled wheat flour, papad,
paneer, curd, and buttermilk
will be taxed at 5 per cent after
the GST Council on
Wednesday decided to stop
allowing exemptions on such
items while raising rates on a
host of others.

The GST Council, at a
two-day meeting here, accept-
ed recommendations for rate
rationalisation made by differ-
ent groups appointed by it,
resulting in tax changes, Union
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman told reporters. The
tax rate changes will come into
effect from July 18.

However, the council
decided to refer the report of

the GoM (Group of Ministers)
on casinos, online gaming and
horse racing back to the panel
for further deliberation.

The Finance Minister of
Goa wanted further discus-
sions on the GST rate to be
applicable on casinos and in
that context both online gam-
ing and horse racing too
would be relooked. The panel
had recommended 28 per cent
GST levy on all three activities
and equalled them to gam-

bling. The report is expected
to be ready by July 15 and
would be taken up by the
council in its next meeting in
August. The ending of the
exemption would mean the
pre-packed and labelled meat
(except frozen), fish, paneer,
lassi, honey, dried legumi-
nous vegetables,  dried
makhana, wheat and other
cereals and puffed rice (muri)
will now attract a 5 per cent
tax.
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Mumbai: The rupee depreci-
ated 18 paise to close at a
record low of 79.03 (provi-
sional) against the US dollar
on Wednesday, weighed down
by persistent foreign capital
outflows, a strong dollar over-
seas and surge in crude oil
prices.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the rupee
opened lower at 78.86 against
the greenback and finally set-
tled at 79.03, down 18 paise
over its previous close.

During the session, the
rupee touched an all-time low
of 79.05 against the American
currency.

On Tuesday, the rupee
plunged by 48 paise to close at
the record low of 78.85 against
the US dollar.

The domestic unit has lost
1.97 per cent so far this month
and has eroded a staggering
6.39 per cent since the start of
this year.
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Panaji: Rebel Maharashtra
Shiv Sena MLAs led by Eknath
Shinde on Wednesday evening
landed at Dabolim airport in
Goa from Guwahati en route
to Mumbai. The MLAs arrived
at the Dabolim airport by a
chartered flight.
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Main opposition party,
Congress, on Wednesday

claimed that their right picture
was not projected, virtually,
during the ongoing budget
session of Punjab Vidhan
Sabha. Objecting to the “man-
ner” in which “live” proceed-
ings of the House are being
broadcasted, the Congress leg-
islators claimed that “close-
ups” of the ruling party mem-
bers were shown while the
opposition members were
shown from a distance.

Claiming that they have
been deliberately kept “out of
focus”, the Congress party
demanded that a special broad-
casting channel should be start-
ed under an “autonomous
body” for telecasting the House
proceedings in a fair manner.
The party also suggested to
constitute a panel — consisting
of MLAs from both the ruling
party and the opposition — for
managing the live telecast and
to ensure that all MLAs are fair-

ly covered during the sittings of
the House.

Congress’ MLA from
Bholath Sukhpal Singh Khaira
took to Twitter in the morning
to allege that the live proceed-
ings of the ongoing Punjab
Vidhan Sabha session are being
shown “in unfair and partisan
manner”.

Khaira alleged that the
coverage was edited. “Friends,
I want to disclose that the so-
called “Live” coverage of
Vidhan Sabha is edited and
partisan! If you see the frame
of Speaker @Sandhwan &
@BhagwantMann etc is
zoomed very close while when
opposition MLAs speak, you
can’t see them but can only
judge by their voice,” he tweet-
ed.

Sharing the screenshots of
live proceedings with picture of
Congress and AAP MLAs, he
tweeted, “These are the screen-
shots of so called “Live” cover-
age of Vidhan Sabha proceed-
ings by @BhagwantMann govt
in which you can clearly see the
partisan and unfair coverage

between ruling party MLAs
and opposition MLAs.”

Senior Congress leader and
the Leader of Opposition in
Vidhan Sabha Partap Singh
Bajwa, who also raised the
same issue a day before in the
House, on Wednesday written
a letter to the Speaker Kultar
Singh Sandhwan seeking direc-
tions to the officers in-charge
of the Live Broadcast to ensure
“equal coverage for all MLAs
speaking”.

“I also recommend that the
creation of a Vidhan Sabha
Broadcast Channel, similar to
Sansad TV, that covers the
Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha
proceedings or creating a
Committee for managing the
same consisting of MLAs from
both the ruling party and the
opposition would ensure all
MLA's are fairly covered dur-
ing the sittings of the House,”
he said in the letter.

Bajwa said that it has come
to his notice that the camera
when an Opposition MLA is
speaking is “unfocused” and
usually does not show the

entirety of the Opposition
MLA’s speech. “This anomaly
makes it difficult for the gen-
eral public to listen to what an
Opposition MLA is speaking in
the Vidhan Sabha,” he said.

“In comparison, when the
Speaker, Chief Minister,
Ministers, and all AAP MLAs
are speaking, the camera is
focused and the entirety of the
audio is picked up as well as the
camera zooming into the AAP
speaker to make it clear who is
speaking,” he said.

He said that this kind of
“unfair representation of
Opposition MLAs in the House
is uncalled for and extremely
undemocratic”.

“I support the need for
broadcasting the proceedings
of the Vidhan Sabha, but I
believe it must be done fairly
and equally for all MLAs. We
are all elected members of the
Vidhan Sabha and represent
the people of Punjab. By
attempting to cleverly not show
the full speech of an
Opposition MIA in the same
format as an AAP MLA, the

Opposition MLAs are being
discriminated against,” he said.

Speaker Sandhwan, when
Bajwa had raised the issue in
the House that he has been
informed that focus of camera
is not correct on the opposition
members, assured that he
would look into the matter.

AAP MLA took on
Govt for “VVIP status”
to Bishnoi

Punjab IPS-turned-politi-
cian and Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) MLA from Amritsar
North Kunwar Vijay Partap
Singh on Wednesday ques-
tioned his own party’s govern-
ment for giving “VVIP status”
to gangster Lawrence Bishnoi
— the “prime accused” in
Punjabi singer Sidhu
Moosewala’s killing.

Raising the “serious” issue
during the Zero Hour, Kunwar
Vijay lashed out at Amritsar
police for “glamorizing”
Bishnoi’s remand and treating
it as a “VVIP” duty. At the same
time, he asked his own party’s

Government to issue strict
directions to the Amritsar
police to stop glamorizing
Bishnoi’s remand as it would
promote gangster culture while
creating a feeling of insecurity
among the people.

“I would like to raise a seri-
ous issue. One gangster has
been taken on remand by the
Amritsar Police...He is
Lawrence Bishnoi and every-
one is aware of that...But his
remand is being glamorized in
such a way by Punjab
police...that the policemen on
duty have been projected as if
they are on VVIP duty...They
were also given stickers...A
gangster is being given a VVIP
status...and all this is being
glamorized so much that it
would promote gangster cul-
ture. The peace-loving com-
mon people are feeling insecure
and terrorized. All this should
be stopped. I appeal to the
Government to direct Amritsar
Police to stop glamorizing this
eight-day remand,” he said.

Punjab police’s former
IGP’s statement came a day
after AAP and Congress mem-
bers sparred over alleged VVIP
treatment given to UP-based
gangster-turned-politician
Mukhtar Ansari during his
stay in Ropar jail under the
Congress government’s regime.

Himachal CM inaugurates and lays foundation
stone of 43 projects of Police Department
PNS n SHIMLA

The State Government was committed
towards modernizing and strengthening the

Police force in the State to ensure professional
and effective policing, Himachal Chief Minister
Jai Ram Thakur said on Wednesday after vir-
tually performing inaugurations and foundation
stones of 43 projects of Police Department worth
about Rs. 160 crore for different parts of the State
from Shimla. 
Thakur also flagged off 20 new vehicles of Police
Department for different Police Stations and also
announced upgradation of Police Post Sanjauli
to Police Station.
He said that last year the State Government had
provided 394 vehicles to the Police Department

which include 151 vehicles provided by the State
Budget, 135 scooty provided by the Government
of India under 'Veerangna on Wheel' and 108
motorcycle provided by Union Minister Anurag
Singh Thakur under CSR. He said that 20 addi-
tional vehicles flagged off on Wednesday by him
would ensure efficient mobility of the police
f o r c e .
Thakur said that although the crime rate in the
State was quite low, the police force has always
remained on toes to maintain peace and law and
order in the State. 
He said that the vehicles provided to the police
force would also go a long way in checking drug
peddling and other anti-social activities.DGP
Sanjay Kundu,  Urban Development Minister
Suresh Bhardwaj,  amongst others were present.

Urban Local Bodies to prepare its own
budget, says Haryana CM
PNS n CHANDIGARH

Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar on

Wednesday asked all the
District Municipal
Commissioners to prepare the
budget of Urban Local Bodies
(ULBs) like the State
Governments and link it with
the data of Parivar Pehchan
Patra so that the budget can be
allocated according to the exist-
ing population of the cities.

Khattar said this while pre-
siding over the review meeting
of the Urban Local Bodies
(ULBs) Department held at
Haryana Niwas in Chandigarh.
He also directed all the ULBs
to complete the marking work
of parking areas in urban areas
by September. This would
enhance the beauty of the cities
as well as facilitate people to
park their vehicles. Besides
this, the chief minister also
directed the officers concerned
to prepare an action plan for
the construction of multi-level
parking in the cities. Urban
Local Bodies Minister, Dr.
Kamal Gupta also remained
present during the meeting.

Khattar said that after link-
ing the data with PPP, more
transparency will be ensured.
Giving priority to develop-
ment, all ULBs should prepare
their budget and upload the
same on the portal. The Chief
Minister said that everyone
needs to pay more attention

towards ensuring cleanliness in
the cities. A portal related to
Swachhata Campaign should
be developed. The Municipal
Corporation should be divid-
ed into different zones and in-
charges should be appointed
for ensuring cleanliness in dif-
ferent areas. The in-charges
should personally upload their
report on the cleanliness in the
city on the portal every day.
Even after this, if any complaint
regarding cleanliness gets
reported from any area, then
the required action must be
taken. Khattar said that the
functioning of all ULBs should
become completely online. No
work should be done manual-
ly or through files. Along with
this, if CCTVs are installed in
all the Corporation offices,
then close vigil should be kept
as this will bring transparency
in the offices and public works
will also be done smoothly, said

the Chie Minister.
Chief Minister said that

just like in villages, drone map-
ping will be done in cities as
well. All the colonies will be
surveyed. All ULBs should
take special care that no illegal
colony should develop in their
areas and illegal properties
should be identified. Whatever
planning is required should be
done by the department, he
directed. Khattar has further
directed the officers concerned
to complete the work of
SVAMITVA Yojana expedi-
tiously. Through the Nagar
Darshan Portal, an awareness
campaign should be run so as
to redress the grievances of
people living in urban areas on
the portal.  The Chief Minister
also reviewed Haryana
Engineering Works Portal,
Solid Waste Management,
Social Media Grievances, and
Property Tax among others.

MONIKA MALIK n
CHANDIGARH

Taking a dig at the departure
of Congress leaders

towards the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP), Punjab Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann on
Wednesday made it clear that
no corrupt politician would be
spared from action even if
they join a “waddi” (big) party.

The comedian-turned-
politician Mann tickled the
legislators’ funny bones while
not sparing the opposition,
especially the previous gov-
ernment, in his attack. He was
concluding the debate on the
budget proposals, tabled by
the state Finance Minister
Harpal Singh Cheema in the
House on Monday.

Not naming any party,
Mann’s reference was amply
clear. Notably, recently
Congress’ four former
Ministers — Balbir Singh
Sidhu, Sunder Sham Arora,
Raj Kumar Verka, and
Gurpreet Singh Kangar, and
former state Congress chief
Sunil Jakhar were among some
prominent leaders who joined
the BJP.

Mann, taking a jibe at the
Congress leaders, quipped that

some of the leaders, who
indulged in corrupt practices in
the past, are knocking the
doors of the High Court to seek
protection, even though we
have not named any of them.
“When they approach the
courts, only then do we realize
that they have done some-
thing and we should look into
it,” he said.

In a strongly-worded
statement laced with humour,
Mann declared that the
Government would not spare
any politician, high-profile,
minister — sitting or former, or
any bureaucrat who indulges in
corruption even if they join one
or another affluent political
party.

At the same time, he main-
tained that as per demands
raised by the opposition lead-
ers, the Government would
well-equip and improve the
state’s jails as “many politicians,
and high-ups are expected to
be there”. Mann also declared
that his party’s government
would recover every single
penny, plundered from the
innocent people of the State,
from the nexus of corrupt
politicians and bureaucrats.

“Any person, who has loot-
ed the public money, will have

to pay for it and the State
Government will leave no stone
unturned to put them behind
the bars,” he said.

Remembering Maharaja
Ranjit Singh on his death
anniversary, Mann said that the
State Government will follow
his footsteps to provide clean,
transparent, and effective
administration to the people.
“All the benami properties and
corrupt nexus behind it will be
exposed before the people so
that it acts as a deterrent for
others to indulge in such
unlawful activities,” he said.

Hailing the pro-people
budget prepared by the Finance
Minister after due consultation
with the people, the Chief
Minister said that the opposi-
tion has been caught in a pecu-
liar situation as they have been
jostling hard to find any short-
coming in such a progressive
budget. He said that for the first
time core areas of Education
and Health have been accord-
ed top priority in this budget.

Lamenting that the previ-
ous regimes had jeopardized
the government education and
health sector to give open
space to the private players for
expanding their businesses,
Mann said that this trend will

be reversed in the coming
years by AAP Government
through the up-gradation of
government infrastructure in
both these key sectors. Those
who have ruined the govern-
ment schools and hospitals
have been shown the door by
the people, he said.

Training his guns against
the opposition for their pro-
paganda on the choice of Rajya
Sabha Members from Punjab
by AAP, the Chief Minister
reminded them that none of
the Rajya Sabha members sent
from the state has been reject-
ed by the people. “This is con-
trary to earlier practice when
the leaders who were trounced
by the people in polls were sent
to the Upper House of the
Parliament as ‘political
refugees’. Those who are ques-
tioning their choice of Rajya
Sabha candidates should
remember that former Prime
Minister Dr Manmohan Singh
had remained a Rajya Sabha
member from Assam and then
Rajasthan despite the fact that
he belonged to Punjab,” he
said.Responding to the oppo-
sition’s criticism that AAP’s
Rajya Sabha members do not
speak in Punjabi, he quipped if
anyone can tell how many

marks Ambika Soni, former
union minister and Congress
Rajya Sabha member, got in
Punjabi subject in Class X.

‘CHECK PILFER-
AGES, UTILIZE PUB-
LIC MONEY FOR
THEM’

Responding to the opposi-
tion’s criticism over revenue to
meet expenses and the mount-
ing debt, the Chief Minister
said that the government is
working tirelessly for revenue
generation and reduction in
debt. “The State Government
will check pilferages of public
money and utilize it for the wel-
fare of people. Every single
penny will be spent on the
development of the state and
the prosperity of its people,” he
said.

‘Rs 1000 ASSIS-
TANCE FOR WOMEN
NEXT’

Responding to the opposi-
tion’s query regarding AAP’s
pre-poll promise of Rs 1000
financial assistance for women,
Mann announced that it would
be the next guarantee to be ful-
filled. “The State Government

is already in process of resource
mobilization and once it is
completed, this guarantee will
be fulfilled soon...I promise this
would be the next guarantee
that the government would
fulfill...be it a month, two
months, or four months...it
would be done soon,” he said.
Mann added that his
Government is firmly com-
mitted for fulfilling all the
guarantees made with the peo-
ple of the state. 

VIDHAN SABHA
TO GO DIGITAL

After presenting a “paper-
less” budget, Chief Minister
declared that there would be an
e-Vidhan Sabha session next.
Listing several e-governance
initiatives taken by his gov-
ernment, Mann said that from
the next Vidhan Sabha session,
the Punjab assembly will also
get a new look. “As of now, the
wiring is being done...From the
next session, touch screens
will be installed on members’
seats in the assembly thereby
giving it a major facelift in form
of e-assembly,” he said adding
that all the papers and bills will
be on screens and not be given
in person.

No corrupt politician would be spared; Every
single penny to be recovered, says CM Mann

PNS n CHANDIGARH

Punjab Finance Minister
Harpal Singh Cheema on

Wednesday claimed that the
state’s financial condition dur-
ing the previous Congress
regime was precarious and the
Government was in overdraft
thrice. “And during the past

three months in AAP
Government, there was not a
single occasion when Punjab
was in over draft,” claimed
Cheema while responding to
the issues raised by the oppo-
sition members during the
debate on the budget propos-
als for 2022-23.Citing figures,
Cheema said that Punjab was

in overdraft for 100 days in
2017-18, for 63 days in 2018-
19, and for 47 days in 2019-20.
“During this, the employees
were not given their salaries
and the state remained in a sort
of financial emergency,” he
said.Cheema maintained that
the state has the borrowing
limit of Rs 55,000 crores for the

next oen year. “Despite this, we
have decided that we would not
take a loan of more than Rs
35,000 crores,” he said while
adding that during this time,
we would also repay the loans
of Rs 36,000 crore. He claimed
that with better fiscal manage-
ment, the Punjab Government
would be able to repay its pre-

vious loans within the next one
year. On the opposition’s alle-
gations against AAP
Government of taking huge
loans during its three-month
tenure, Cheema made it clear
that the Punjab Government
took a loan of Rs 8,000 crores
till date, while repaying the debt
of Rs 10,500 crores, which is Rs
2500 crores more than the
loan taken. Taking on the pre-
vious Congress government,
Cheema said that a loan of Rs
42,386 crore and Rs 41,083
crore were taken in 2020-21

and 2021-22, respectively.
Cheema claimed that

Punjab is rapidly moving
towards becoming financially
prosperous after coming out of
the financial crisis. “And
because of this, the government
is working vigorously to restore
the old pension scheme for the
employees and to implement
the Pay Commission’s recom-
mendations to pay the salaries
and pensions to the professors
posted in the state’s colleges as
per the UGC’s recommenda-
tions,” he said.

State's financial position in Cong regime
was precarious, says Punjab FM

Union Minister for Finance and Corporate Affairs, Nirmala Sitharaman at Press Conference after the 47th Goods and
Services Tax (GST) Council meeting in Chandigarh on Wednesday. Union Minister of State for Finance Pankaj Choudhary,
Union Finance Secretary Tarun Bajaj, CBIC Chairman Vivek Johri and Member CBIC, GST D.P.Nagendra Kumar also
present on the occasion. Pioneer Photo 

Congress alleges partisan TV coverage
of Punjab Vidhan Sabha proceedings

BRIEFS
Himachal CM addresses delegation of Bhartiya
Mazdoor Sangh
Shimla: Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur on Wednesday said
that the State Government has increased the wages of daily
wagers by Rs. 50 per day during the current financial year
which was the highest. He was addressing a delegation of
Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh that called on him at Oak Over
Shimla. He said that a meeting would be convened with the
officers of the State Government and representatives of BMS
so that various issues could be redressed amicably. He said
that all the demands of the Sangh would be considered sym-
pathetically.  PNS

MCC Constitutes flood control team during rain-
ing season
Chandigarh: Ahead of the monsoon season, Anindita
Mitra,  Commissioner, Municipal Corporation Chandigarh
on Wednesday stated that MCC has already cleaned 85% of
all the road gullies in the city and shall clean the remaining
within 10 days. Also, 18 teams to control flood/water logging
throughout the city have been constituted. The Commissioner
took a progress report from the Superintending Engineer,
Public Health wing in which he stated that the target date to
complete the annual cleaning work of road gullies in various
sectors/rehabilitation colonies/villages is of  July 7.  As per
progress report, presently 30,000 road gullies out of total 35,000
road gullies (85%) stands cleaned and to meet the target date
and owing to Monsoon, more labour has been deployed to
complete the work by July 7. PNS

Haryana Vigilance Bureau nabs Woman ASI tak-
ing Rs 4 lakh bribe
Chandigarh: Haryana State Vigilance Bureau has caught a
woman ASI red-handed while accepting Rs 4 lakh bribe in
lieu of removing various sections from the FIR. The Bureau's
spokesperson on Wednesday said that the arrested accused
identified as Sarita Devi, ASI posted in Police Station
Sector-32-33, Karnal has been booked under the Prevention
of Corruption Act on the complaint of Navjot Singh, a resi-
dent of village Sonkra, Police Station Taraori. In his complaint,
he alleged that accused ASI was demanding a bribe of Rs 8
lakh in lieu of removing various sections of the IPC for dowry
and rape as well as the names of two family members. It was
also alleged that the accused had already taken Rs 10,000 from
the complainant. After verifying the complaint, the Bureau
team constituted a team, laid a trap, and arrested the accused
ASI while accepting Rs 4 lakh bribe. PNS

Man kills self on Ambala Central Jail premises
Ambala: A 21-year-old undertrial lodged in the Ambala
Central Jail hanged himself to death from a tree on the jail
premises, just a day after he was sent to judicial custody for
allegedly abducting a class 11 girl, police said on Wednesday.
Gurmeet Singh (21), a resident of Yamunanagar, was arrest-
ed recently on the charges of abducting the girl student from
Panjokhra village and was sent to judicial custody on
Monday.  He hanged himself from a tree using his bedsheet
Tuesday evening, the police said.  They said the jail author-
ities were informed about the incident by some inmates and
they rushed him to the Ambala City civil hospital where he
was declared brought dead.  PNS

New Education Policy aims at opening new
employment opportunities, technical skills to
youth, says Haryana Edu Minister
Chandigarh: Stating that the State Government will imple-
ment the New Education Policy (NEP) by 2025, Haryana
Education Minister Kanwar Pal Gujjar on Wednesday said that
NEP will bring a lot of good change for the people of the coun-
try - opening new employment opportunities and technical
skills to the youth of India. He was speaking at the Edtech X
Indian Education Congress and Awards programme in
Chandigarh organized by Franchise India. Preetima Bhardwaj,
CEO of Franchise India said the objective of bringing the
Edtech X Indian Education Congress to Chandigarh is to take
stock of the trends, policies, practices, and research in the edu-
cation sector promising new innovations, allies, and increased
attention on the field of global education. PNS

Two Ludhiana based tax drivers held, over 20 kg
drugs seized
Chandigarh: Punjab Police's Special Task Force (STF) has
arrested two alleged drug smugglers from Ludhiana and recov-
ered 20.80 kg amphetamine or crystal meth, notoriously
known as ICE. The operation was carried out by the teams
of STF Ludhiana led by Assistant IGP, Snehdeep Sharma.
Those arrested have been identified as Harpreet Singh alias
Bobby (40) of village Sanet in Ludhiana and Arjun (26) of
Ambedkar Nagar in Ludhiana, an official statement said. Both
are taxi drivers in Ludhiana. The police have also booked the
main supplier identified as Vishal alias Vinay, a resident of
Labour Colony Ludhiana, it said. PNS

PSPCL supplies highest ever power in a single
day
Chandigarh: Punjab State Power Corporation Limited
(PSPCL) on Wednesday said it had supplied highest ever power
in a single day of 3265 lacs units which surpassed the previ-
ous year record of 3066 lacs units supplied on July 1, 2021
that is an increase of 6.49%. This year PSPCL has also suc-
cessfully met highest ever peak demand of 14207 MW on
Wednesday at 12.15 PM by surpassing the previous year record
of 13431 MW on July 1, last year. "This summer due to
increased temperature, demand of power is persistently high
but despite this PSPCL is providing daily 8 hour power sup-
ply to its agriculture consumers and 24 hour power supply
to all other categories of consumers in the Punjab  without
imposing any power cuts on any category of consumers," the
statement said. Punjab Power Minister Harbhajan Singh said
that due to the continuous high demand, PNS 

Drug inspector in Punjab held for graft
Chandigarh:The Punjab Vigilance Bureau on Wednesday
arrested a drug inspector in connection with a bribery case.
The sleuths had nabbed Rakesh Kumar, a class IV employee
of Civil Hospital, Pathankot, red-handed while allegedly
accepting a bribe of Rs 30,000.  In this case, Bableen Kaur, a
drug inspector from Pathankot was also arrested later, an offi-
cial statement said.  ''Rakesh Kumar has been arrested on the
complaint of a Pathankot-based man, who had approached
the bureau informing that he had applied online for a grant
of license to open a medical store at Mamoon,'' it stated. PNS 

Stray dogs maul 10-year-old boy to death in
Kurukshetra
Kurukshetra: A 10-year-old boy was mauled to death by a
pack of stray dogs at a field at Chanarthal village here, police
said on Wednesday. Victim Aman was sleeping under a tree
on Monday when the dogs attacked him, they said.He was
rushed to a hospital where he was declared dead, Station House
Officer of Kurukshetra University police station, Inspector
Rajpal, said. The boy's father, Chanderpal, a native of
Hardoi in Uttar Pradesh, and his wife were working in the
fields while their children -- Anjali and Aman -- went to a
nearby field to have some jamun, they said.While Anjali went
back, Aman slept under the tree.In a similar incident, on
Tuesday, a stray dog entered a private hospital in Panipat and
mauled a two-day-old child to death after dragging him out,
police said. PNS
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Taking exception to a com-
ment by the UN Human

Rights office regarding the arrest
of social activist Teesta Setalvad
and two others, India on
Wednesday termed them as
“unwarranted.”  It also said it
constitutes an interference in
India’s independent judicial sys-
tem.

The sharp reaction by the
ministry of external
affairs(MEA) here came a day
after  the UN Office of the High
Commissioner for Human
Rights (OHCHR)voiced con-
cern over the arrest and deten-
tion of Setalvad and called for
her immediate release. “#India:
We are very concerned by the
arrest and detention of #WHRD
@TeestaSetalvad and two ex-
police officers and call for their

immediate release. They must
not be persecuted for their
activism and solidarity with
the victims of the 2002
#GujaratRiots,” the UN Human
Rights office said in a tweet on
Tuesday. 

Making India’s stand clear,
MEA spokesperson Arindam
Bagchi said, "We have seen a
comment by the Office of the
High Commissioner for Human
Rights (OHCHR) regarding

legal action against Teesta
Setalvad and two other persons.
The remarks by OHCHR are
completely unwarranted and
constitute an interference in
India's independent judicial
system.  Authorities in India act
against violations of law in
accordance with established
judicial processes.  Labelling
such legal actions as persecution
for activism is misleading and
unacceptable,” he said.
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The Supreme Court on
Wednesday stayed the

orders of the Tripura High
Court on a PIL challenging the
grant of security cover to indus-
trialist Mukesh Ambani and his
family members in Mumbai. 

A vacation bench of
Justices Surya Kant and JB
Pardiwala issued notice to the
PIL petitioner before High
Court on Centre's plea by
which it had challenged the two
orders of the High Court dated
May 31 and June 21.

“Issue notice that is return-
able on July 21. 

“Meanwhile, implementa-
tion of orders dated May 31
and June 21 shall remain
stayed”, the bench said in its
order.   

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for  Centre,
said further proceedings before

the High Court on the PIL shall
also be stayed as Tripura has
nothing to do with the securi-
ty of individuals provided in
Mumbai. 

He said if the proceedings
are not stayed, then again he
will have to knock on doors of
the top court.  

The bench told Mehta,
“When we have stayed the
orders of High Court do you
think there will be a need for
you to come here. Even if the
need arises, we are here”. 

The Tripura High Court
had on a PIL filed by one
Bikash Saha had passed two
interim orders on May 31 and
June 21 and had directed the
Central Government to place
the original file maintained by
the Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) regarding threat per-
ception and assessment report
of Ambani, his wife and chil-
dren based on which security
has been granted to them. 
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The  BJP  on Wednesday
accused the Congress-led-

Gehlot Government in
Rajasthan of pursuing “vote
bank politics of appeasement”
and termed   the killing  of tai-
lor Kanhaiya Lal in Udaipur as
a "terror attack". 

The party also saw a pat-
tern in the State Government’s
failure to prevent f such ter-
rorist incidents in the past. BJP
leader and Union Minister
Anurag Thakur  lashed out at
Ashok Gehlot  over the killing
saying the State Government

remained a "mute spectator" as
the Congress' internal rivalries
affected law and order. The
Information and Broadcasting
Minister was responding to
reporters' questions on the
killing of Lal Monday.  

At a separate Press confer-
ence, BJP  spokesperson and
former Union Minister
Rajyavardhan Rathore said
Lal's killers filmed the incident
and made the video viral in an
attempt to terrorise society
and accused the State police of
not acting on the complaint  of
the deceased and allowing a
free-run to the ‘jehadi nexus’ in

the State. He said the Chief
Minister who is also Home
Minister is treating the terror-
ist act as a “simple murder” and
accused the Congress
Government of pursuing “vote-
bank politics of appeasement”.
Rathore charged the Congress
Government in Rajasthan was
responsible for Lal's killing
and that it has taken many steps
during its tenure to appease one
community. 

“Festivals of different reli-
gions are given different treat-
ment by the State
Government,” he said while
leveling charge of appease-
ment on the Gehlot govern-
ment. “Not a single week has
gone by in the last six months
when terrorist, jihadi incidents
have not happened in
Rajasthan. The Government of
Rajasthan is solely responsible
for this,” he  said adding the
Gehlot Government is seen as
“giving support to terrorist
organisations”.

The BJP spokesman said
fundamentalist  are running a
free-run and “sleeper cells”
have penetrated the state and
“law and order has turned
zero”. “Police intelligence is
being used for political intelli-
gence”, he alleged and sought to
know as to why the Chief
Minister was there if he was to
look at the Prime Minister  to
do everything. On a question
that the opposition  has blamed
BJP for creating  a negative
atmosphere , Rathore hit-out at

them saying such arguments
are dished-out to justify
‘Jehadi’  killings. BJP
spokesman, however, said
National Investigation Agency
is “competent enough” to
unravel conspiracy and  ter-
rorist nexus and  will  investi-
gate as who was giving protec-
tion to them in state.  

Former Rajasthan Chief
Minister  Vasundhara Raje also
slammed the Gehlot govern-
ment over the beheading inci-
dent in Udaipur saying “poli-
cies of incitement  and appease-
ment”  led to the Communal
violence  in state. “ ..it has
become clear that due to the
instigation and appeasement of
the state government morale of
criminals is high . 

Due to this policy  of the
state government , a situation
of communal frenzy and vio-
lence has arisen in the state “,
Raje tweeted. The tailor was
killed on Tuesday by two men,
who had posted videos online
that said they were avenging an
insult to Islam.
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Prominent Muslim organi-
sations on Wednesday con-

demned the brutal killing of a
tailor in Udaipur, calling it
"un-Islamic" and asserting that
no person has the right to take
law into one's hands.

Bodies like All India
Muslim Personal Law Board
(AIMPLB) and Jamiat Ulema-
e-Hind issued statements con-
demning the murder of
Kanhaiya Lal by two men
who had posted videos online
that claimed they were aveng-
ing an insult to Islam.

Delhi Jama Masjid Shahi
Imam Syed Ahmed Bukhari
called the killing an "act of
cowardice" and "an act against
Islam". Islam is a religion of
"peace and tranquillity," be
said.

In its statement, the AIM-
PLB said such acts were
against the principles of Islam
and no one should take law in
their hands.

"Insulting holy personali-
ties of any religion is a serious
crime. BJP spokesperson
Nupur Sharma made deroga-
tory remarks about the holy
Prophet of Islam, which is very
sad for Muslims. 

“The Government not
taking any action against
Nupur Sharma is like rubbing
salt on the wounds. But despite
this, taking the law into one's
own hands and killing a per-
son by declaring him a crim-
inal is a condemnable act," the
statement issued on behalf of
AIMPLB general secretary
Maulana Khalid Saifullah
Rahmani.

"Neither the law allows it
nor does the Islamic Shariah
justify it. Therefore, the All
India Muslim Personal Law
Board strongly condemns the
incident in Udaipur
(Rajasthan)," the statement
said.

The board also urged the
Government to make stringent
laws regarding disrespectful
comments against holy per-
sonalities and take immediate
action in such cases.

The board also appealed
to the Muslim community to
act patiently and not take law
into their own hands as well as
not indulge in any such action
that might disturb communal
harmony in the country. Both
the Arshad Madani and
Mahmood Madani factions
of the Jamiat Ulema-e-Hind
condemned the incident and

called it "un-Islamic".
In a statement, Maulana

Arshad Madani said that just
as "we had opposed mob-
lynching in many places, we
also consider this an inhu-
mane act".

"We are always against
anyone taking the law into
their own hands. The Udaipur
incident is a very tragic, un-
Islamic and inhumane act, it is
highly condemnable. The law
of the state would work
accordingly in this case as
well," he said.

Madani also said that
whatever happened "due to
derogatory words" was bad,
but in order to maintain law
and order and communal har-
mony in the country, it is nec-
essary to show tolerance and
patience. 

"Just as we oppose this
incident, we are strongly
opposing insulting the digni-
ty of any religious figure,"
Arshad Madani said.

"We once again demand
the government to immedi-
ately arrest those who have
insulted the Prophet and pun-
ish them severely according to
the law so that no one will dare
to do so again in the future,"
he said.
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The Drugs Controller
General of India (DCGI)

has approved country’s first
indigenously developed
mRNA vaccine GEMCOVAC-
19 against Covid-19. The vac-
cine has been given approval
for restricted emergency use
for those aged 18 years and
above.

" G e n n o v a
Biopharmaceuticals Ltd., a sub-
sidiary of Emcure
Pharmaceuticals Ltd.,
announced that its mRNA
vaccine — GEMCOVAC-19
— against Covid-19 received
the Emergency Use
Authorization (EUA) from the
office of the Drugs Controller
General of India (DCGI)," said
a statement from the vaccine

manufacturer Gennova
Biopharmaceuticals on
Wednesday. It is a two dose
vaccine to be administered
intramuscularly at 28 days
apart. 

The vaccine will be sold
under the brand name GEM-
COVAC-19. GEMCOVAC-19
is the very first mRNA vaccine
developed in India and only
third mRNA vaccine to be
approved for Covid-19 in the
world.

"These vaccines are high-
ly efficacious because of their
inherent capacity of being
translated into the protein
structure inside the cell cyto-
plasm. mRNA vaccines are
considered safe as mRNA is
non-infectious, non-integrat-
ing in nature, and degraded by
standard cellular mechanisms",
said the vaccine manufacturer.
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Global warming is expected
to increase the intensity

and frequency of future
drought in several global
regions, adversely affecting the
water resource, agriculture,
and energy sectors, as per a
study  by the National Institute
for Environmental Studies
(NIES).

“Given that the current
water management practices
and existing infrastructures in
these sectors are based on his-
torical statistics or experiences,
under a changing climate, these
practices and infrastructures
may eventually become insuf-
ficient. “Therefore, it is critical
to better understand when
severe drought conditions
expressed as “unprecedented”
will become frequent,” said the
study. The projected impacts of
warming show significant

regional disparities in their
intensity and the pace of their
growth over time,” said the cor-
responding lead author Yusuke
Satoh, a research associate pro-
fessor at Korea Advanced
Institute of Science &
Technology. “Regarding pre-
cipitation and temperature,
preceding studies report the
timing at which the impact of
climate change emerges. 

However, no study had
successfully estimated the tim-
ing in terms of drought focus-
ing on river discharge at a glob-
al scale,” added Tokuta
Yokohata, a coauthor and a
Chief Senior Researcher of the
Earth System Risk Analysis
Section at the Earth System
Division, NIES. “A temporal
evaluation about future
drought conditions in com-
parison to our historical expe-
riences is essential to take
appropriate climate change
strategies, especially for cli-

mate adaptations, in the long
term and in time.”

The paper published in
Nature Communications esti-
mates the periods when
drought conditions will shift to
an unprecedented state in a
warmer world. The research
group evaluated changes in
drought day frequency for 59
global subcontinental regions
until the end of the 21st cen-
tury. They estimated the time
of first emergence (TFE) of
consecutive unprecedented
drought, which is the first
onset of exceedance beyond the

maximum bound of the his-
torical climate variability dur-
ing the reference period (1865-
2005) that occurs consecutive-
ly for a certain number of
years.

“Appropriate and feasible
climate mitigation and adap-
tation plans are essential for
overcoming the expected extra-
ordinarily severe dry condi-
tions. Particularly regarding
adaptation, it is crucial to
improve our preparedness in
the given time horizon before
unprecedented drought condi-
tions emerge,” said Satoh.
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As pollutants, microplastics
can be harmful to the

environment and animal
health. But now a team of sci-
entists have found that the
microplastic  also acts as a
potential surface for the lethal
virus to move into the fresh-
water.

For instance, they found
that Rotavirus, which causes
diarrhoea and an upset stom-
ach, was surviving for up to
three days in lake water by
attaching itself to the surfaces
of microplastics.

Microplastics are tiny plas-
tic particles that result from
both commercial product
development and the break-
down of larger plastics. As a
pollutant, microplastics can
be harmful to the environment
and animal health Previous

studies have focussed only on
the spread of such viruses in
sterile hospital settings, how-
ever, the new study published
in the journal Environmental
Pollution has shown how they
are present in the fresh water
as well. 

This study has come close
on the heels of an almost sim-
ilar report by researchers at
IIT-Bombay which has found
the presence of microplastics in
food, air and water at the
institute’s Powai campus.

The study conducted by
the Centre for Environmental
Science and Engineering, pub-
lished on June 24 in the
Elsevier journal Environmental
Research, analysed 35 samples
each of ambient air and drink-
ing water, and 10 samples of
food and deduced that an
individual at the campus may
be ingesting between 1,414 to
2,610 microplastic particles

per day, with cooked food
being the dominant mode.

Professor Richard
Quilliam, lead researcher from
the varsity whose study has
been published in.journal
Environmental Pollution said,
“We found that viruses can
attach to microplastics, which
allows them to survive in the
water for three days, possibly
longer,” said “Even if a waste-
water treatment plant is doing
everything it can to clean
sewage waste, the water dis-
charged still has microplastics
in it, which are then trans-
ported down the river, into the
estuary and end up on the
beach. 

We weren’t sure how well
viruses could survive by ‘hitch-
hiking’ on plastic in the envi-
ronment, but they do survive,
and they do remain infec-
tious.” The researchers tested
two types of viruses – those

with an envelope, or “lipid
coat” around them, such as the
flu virus (they tested bacterio-
phage Phi6), and those with-
out: enteric viruses, such as
rotavirus and norovirus (they
tested rotavirus strain SA11). 

They found that in those
with an envelope, the envelope
quickly dissolved, and the virus
was deactivated, whereas those
without an envelope success-
fully bound to the microplas-
tics and survived.

“Viruses can also bind to
natural surfaces in the envi-
ronment. However, plastic pol-
lution lasts a lot longer than
those materials,” said Quilliam.

“This research is very
much a proof-of-concept for
conducting more research into
how long pathogens can sur-
vive by binding to microplas-
tics, as we only tested for three
days, and what happens to
them next.”
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Janata Dal (S) leader  and for-
mer Chief Minister  of

Karnataka H D Kumaraswamy
on Wednesday indicated sup-
port to  BJP-led NDA's candi-
date for Presidential polls
Droupadi Murmu.

"Already she (Murmu)
has discussed with our nation-
al president (H D Deve Gowda)
over phone twice and has
requested support. Also, she
had sought time to come and
meet. I requested our national
President that there is no need
for her to come personally in
the current situation,"
Kumaraswamy said.

Speaking to reporters at
Bengaluru, he said Murmu
already has the majority on her
side and she has expressed her
desire to seek Gowda's support
out of goodwill and generosi-

ty.  "She has already won...She
need not come so far...We will
decide in the party...You
(media) may have understood
by now  what our decision
might be. Before taking a final
decision, we will look into the
background of both candi-
dates. There is no question of
Congress or BJP or any B-team
here," he said, adding that he
has gone through Murmu's
background and her struggle.

Recently calling Murmu, as
a "suitable" and "non-contro-
versial" candidate, Gowda had
noted that he doesn't want to
refer to her as merely a tribal
candidate, but wants to say that
she is "competent" for the post
of President.

Jharkhand Chief Minister
who recently met Union Home
minister Amit Shah is also to
decide whether his party JMM,
would switch its support to the

NDA nominee backing-out
from the opposition side.

Meanwhile,  as many as
115 nominations were filed
till Wednesday, the last day of
the filing papers for the July 18
presidential election, the Rajya
Sabha Secretariat .

The scrutiny of the nom-
inations would be done on
Thursday. Those who filed
their papers include NDA
nominee i Murmu and joint
Opposition candidate
Yashwant Sinha, who are the
main contestants.

Besides them, a host of
commoners have also filed
their papers for the top consti-
tutional post in the country,
which include a slum dweller
from Mumbai, a namesake of
RJD founder Lalu Prasad
Yadav, a social activist from
Tamil Nadu and a professor
from Delhi.                
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The Congress on Wednesday
asserted that the Ashok

Gehlot Government in
Rajasthan was aware of its "raj
dharma" and said action in the
brutal killing of a tailor would
be taken in accordance with
law, unaffected by the religion
or caste of those involved.

Two men with a cleaver
murdered a tailor in Udaipur
and posted videos online,
claiming that they are avenging
an insult to Islam. 

Gehlot said the Rajasthan
Police has booked the two
men who brutally murdered
Kanhaiya Lal in Udaipur a day
before under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act
(UAPA).

The case will be investi-
gated by the National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
and the Anti-Terrorist Squad
(ATS) of Rajasthan Police will
fully cooperate with the probe
agency, he said. Gehlot made
the remarks after chairing a

high-level meeting in which he
reviewed the situation in
Udaipur.  Gehlot also con-
vened an all-party meeting at
his residence over the Udaipur
incident. Congress' media
department head Pawan Khera
said the party condemns the
incident and said the Gehlot
Government had acted swiftly
in the matter.

"The Ashok Gehlot
Government got the accused
arrested within six hours. An
all-party meeting has been
called in the evening. This
whole matter has been fast-
tracked. On the basis of what
came up during the probe,
Ashok Gehlot has assured all
help to the NIA," Khera said at
AICC Press conference.

“With the atmosphere
being vitiated in the entire
country for the last two
months, Gehlot has been urg-
ing Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Home Minister Amit
Shah that they address the
country, take steps to stop the
spread of hatred in society, and
appeal for maintaining peace,"

he said.
Khera alleged that polari-

sation is evident in every nook
and corner of the country, and
asked why this was not the case
earlier. The Congress
spokesperson asserted that
whoever is found guilty in the
probe, strictest action will be
taken against that person
"There should be no doubt
regarding that. 

Hitting out at the BJP over
its claim that terror outfits are
flourishing in the Rajasthan
due to its "appeasement policy"
towards one community, Khera
said, "Those talking of
appeasement forget that in
2017 in Rajasthan's Rajsamand
district, Shambhu Lal Regar
had made a video while mur-
dering someone and people of
a particular party had climbed
atop a court complex in his
favour and hoisted their flag
after removing the tricolour."

Those talking of appease-
ment forget the murder of
inspector Subodh Singh and
that his murderers were gar-
landed, Khera said.
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Sir  — The reports suggest that the PMO
has responded to a letter by the
Contractors’ Association of Karnataka, in
which the body alleged that the Ministers
and MLAs demand hefty commissions of
about 40 per cent for giving approval to
development projects in the State.
Meanwhile, the contractors’ association
president has said the relevant docu-
ments pertaining to the case have been sub-
mitted to the officer sent by the Union
Home Ministry. It’s a positive development
as the Centre has taken an initiative to dig
out the truth in the serious charges of cor-
ruption. 

However, the Centre’s initiative to
probe the menace of corruption among
Ministers making headlines shouldn’t
become an eyewash and a ploy to give the
clean chit to the BJP leaders — just to blunt
the Opposition attack. The corruption
deals between the Ministers and contrac-
tors executing Government projects are an
open secret. The investigation shouldn’t
end up as an image makeover exercise
ahead of the Assembly elections. Also, the
Prime Minister’s oft-repeated public state-
ment “Na khaunga, na khane doonga”
should hold good universally. Transparency
and fairness should be the prime criteria
to make the investigation convincing and
justifiable.

N Sadhasiva Reddy | Bengaluru
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Sir — It’s a big shock to the citizens that
31 per cent of the Rajya Sabha members
across political parties have criminal cases
against them, according to Association for
Democratic reforms, National Election
Watch. The Members of Legislative
Assemblies elect the required number of
MPs to the Rajya Sabha. The RS also
includes men of integrity excelling in arts,
literature, games and social service as they
are nominated by the President on the
Government’s advice. Though ours is the
biggest democracy, the way these leaders
are elected is concerning for the democ-

racy as several ills need to be cured.
Thanks to former Chief Election

Commissioner TN Seshan for bringing
reforms in election procedures and imple-
menting the existing rules strictly. It gave
good results but not totally. Many things
still have to be strictly implemented due
to interference by politicians of ruling par-
ties as they go by their convenience, result-
ing in the disappointment of citizens. But
when the Elders are sent to the Rajya
Sabha, everything should be transparent.
When many RS members are involved in
criminal cases, how can they feel comfort-
able with the title of Elders?

JP Reddy | Telangana

�	����������������������������
Sir — June 30, the International Asteroid
Day, will have everyone looking toward the
skies. The day was founded after the 2014
release of the film 51 Degrees North, which
seeks to explore what would happen if an
asteroid were to strike London. The film’s
creative team (many of whom are actual

scientists) wanted to raise more awareness
about the threat of asteroids to earth, and
how we can help protect ourselves. To
make that happen, they formed a founda-
tion, and in 2015, they celebrated the
world’s first International Asteroid Day.
There are over one million asteroids in
space that could potentially strike the earth,
but modern scientists have discovered only
about one per cent of them.

To combat this real and actual threat,
the Asteroid Day’s founders as well as a host
of accomplished scientists, created the
100X Asteroid Declaration. The declara-
tion aims for scientists to work towards
increasing the rate of asteroid discovery to
100,000 per year within a decade. The
International Asteroid Day focuses on
spreading the word of the declaration and
helping fellow earthlings prepare for a
potential asteroid impact.

Faizan Khan | Ujjain
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SOUNDBITE

In the pan-India protests
after Friday prayers, the posters
at different locations had an
eerie commonality — of
image, banner text. The simi-
larity across distant locations
points to coordinated planning
and execution. Were the
protests orchestrated by vest-
ed interests out to undermine
the Modi Government by sow-
ing discord between commu-
nities? Were these instigators,
inimical to Indian national
interest, inspired and funded
by foreign agencies?

Now about the protests
abroad. Does Qatar have any
right to demand a public apol-
ogy from the Government of
India when in 2010 it had
given shelter and honorary cit-
izenship to artist MF Husain
who, after painting Hindu
goddesses in the nude, refused
to appear before court and fled
the country? Almost every
Islamic nation, as well as the
57-member OIC, initially lam-
basted India for the intemper-
ate remarks by somebody not
holding any Government posi-
tion. The Pakistan press
lamented that “the idea of
India was facing an existential
crisis”, presumably because the
idea was secular, quite forget-
ting that the country itself is a
theocratic State that unabashed-
ly persecutes minorities.

An Arab newspaper point-

ed out that Nupur’s Muslim co-
panellist was not blaspheming
Ram or Sita when in anger she
uttered the offending remarks.
While that may well be true,
she was instead provoked
probably by the worst blasphe-
my possible for Hindus — the
ritual washing of feet, Vazoo,
by Muslim worshippers at
Gyanvapi mosque That sure-
ly is an offence much greater
than a tactless, angry remark.

Why was the reaction
overblown? The Grand Mufti
of Oman exhorted all Muslims
to rise as one nation, there
were calls in the Gulf countries
for boycott of Indian goods,
and there were reminders of
India’s dependence on the
Gulf countries for oil imports
and inward remittances.

Under Modi, India has
tried its best to improve rela-
tions with the Gulf countries
and obtained significant suc-
cess. Modi himself has paid
several visits to the region,
been received warmly and
had national honours
bestowed on him. Pakistan
often invokes the Islamic
Ummah for undermining
India; it did so this time also,
especially with OIC. However,
since its credibility is rather
low, many Islamic countries
did not take long to recover
from the initial kneejerk reac-
tion. The Iranian Foreign

Minister after his recent visit
to New Delhi approved of the
Indian Government’s handling
of the controversy and its fall-
out. The Kuwait Government
has taken strict action against
the anti-India protesters, even
deporting some expatriates
and banning them from enter-
ing the country again.

Domestically, it was a god-
send opportunity for the
Opposition to malign Modi
and BJP. Though religious fig-
ures like the Shahi Imam of
Jama Masjid in Delhi dis-
tanced themselves from the
unruly protests and violent
rioting, leaders who cultivate
the simple, unaware Islamic
vote bank played to their
gallery and feigned righteous
indignation. The fact that
major rioting started 10 days
after the TV episode lends cre-
dence to the allegation that
mob anger was built up over
time deliberately by leaders like
Owaisi. One of the downsides
of democracy is that
unscrupulous politicians may
pander to the rabble’s irrational
sentiments for electoral gains
at the cost of social cohesion;
this episode illustrates it vivid-
ly.

(A former banker, the
writer’s love for words and
ideas has turned him towards
writing columns. The views
expressed are personal.)
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In the emotional thrust and
parrying of viewpoints over
Nupur Sharma’s remarks,

some fundamental points have
been lost sight of. Now that an
authentic video of the TV pro-
gramme is no longer available, we
can only go by inferences and
deductions and try to answer
some fundamental questions
based on these. What exactly did
Nupur say that sparked this out-
rage both domestically and in
Islamist nations? Indications are
that she alluded to some details
of the Islamic Prophet’s life. Did
she invent these details to malign
Islam and mock its followers? If
so, she deserves the strongest con-
demnation and a harsh punish-
ment. If, however, what she men-
tioned was derived from Islamic
sources, then her misdemeanour
falls in the category of an unfor-
tunate choice of words or a tact-
less iteration in the heat of debate.
In that case, her immature sim-
plicity was her only sin, quite
understandable in somebody in
her 30s. And that requires at best
a reprimand from her party, the
BJP, and an admonition to be
more circumspect and to avoid
such indiscretions.

The veracity of the above sce-
narios notwithstanding, was the
overblown reaction to an off-the-
cuff remark on national TV dis-
cussion, in response to provoca-
tion, proportionate and justifi-
able? Are the rabid chants of 
sar-tan-se-juda asking for her
beheading, in Kanpur and else-
where, condonable in civilised
society? Should it be par for the
course for any community to
make children hold up posters
asking for somebody’s head? And
all this when Nupur had already
apologised unconditionally?

Something forgotten in the
present overcharged discourse is
what Nupur stated in a video
flicker, since gone missing; that
she cannot remain silent when
her Mahadev is insulted and that
she had made the remarks in
anger. What did her Muslim
interlocutor on the TV debate say
about Lord Shiva that she was
referring to? And why are his
comments muted and lost in the
din of her universal condemna-
tion by the secular lobby in India
and the Islamist one abroad?
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Democracy serves people
best when it’s inclusive.
The Bharatiya Janata

Party-led National Democratic
Alliance, by picking up former
Jharkhand governor Draupadi
Murmu as its candidate for the
July 18 Presidential election,
has abided by the inclusive
Dharma of democracy.

The two successful candi-
dates of the NDA in the past
who made to Rashtrapati
Bhavan equally emphasised
inclusivity and most suitable to
hold the top Constitutional
post. APJ Abdul Kalam, India’s
missile man, not only lived to
give the country strategic deter-
rence but also became a role
model for all, particularly
youth. His life was a living tes-
timony to the Indian tradition
of pursuit of knowledge and
humility.

In Ram Nath Kovind, India
got a President who was most
humble and democratic, who
opened the doors of
Rashtrapati Bhavan for the
people while being most cour-
teous in his conduct and dis-
charge of the duty. The politi-
cal commentators sought to
bracket him as the BJP’s Dalit
bet, but he eventually proved
that he could conduct the
Constitutional duties most effi-
ciently.

Murmu struggled all her
life but beat the odds to raise
her children, while also becom-
ing a foremost social and polit-
ical worker. From being a leg-
islator, she proved her mettle in
Odisha as a minister and there-
after as the governor of
Jharkhand.

She would be the first trib-
al President of India since the

NDA has the support of the
Biju Janata Dal and the YSR
Congress for the July 18 elec-
tion. The BJP has for long been
pursuing an inclusive agenda.
Even in 1996, when the Atal
Bihari Vajpayee government
fell in 13 days despite being the
single largest party, it had the
largest number of the tribal
MPs in its ranks. The BJP’s
foremost commitment to take
all sections of society has been
an abiding principle.

Murmu will be a candidate
in the Presidential election at a
time when the Narendra Modi-
led government has given a
new hope to the tribal popula-
tion in the country by taking
his mantra of ‘Sabka Sath,
Sabka Viswas aur Sabka Prayas’
to every nook and corner of the
country, including the tribal
areas in Jharkhand, Odisha

and Chhattisgarh. During the
rule of the United Progressive
Alliance, Leftwing or Maoist
extremism was at its peak;
people talked about the Red
Corridor, connecting the
hotbed of Maoist violence in
Nepal to the deep forests in
Sukma in Chhattisgarh. The
violence cost several lives of
paramilitary forces.

The NDA government set
out for course correction right
at the outset, and gave hope to
the tribal youth that they can
see better future in the main-
stream of society, as several
welfare schemes brought ben-
efits to the people without has-
sles, without paying bribes.
The government’s honesty was
visible, and the tribals of the
country turned their backs to
violence.

In the last few years,

Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh,
Telangana and Odisha have
largely been peaceful, with a
decline in Maoist violence.

When Murmu takes the
oath of the office as the
President of India, the tribal
population will see the fulfill-
ment of their political aspira-
tions. They will see that one
from among them is the first
citizen of India.

The Aspirational District
programme of the Central gov-
ernment was envisioned with
clear objective that the gains of
the development must reach
the poorest of the poor, in
accordance with the true of
Deen Dayal Upadhyaya.

The tribals have seen that
they have been brought in the
mainstream of the economy
with financial inclusion, pucca
houses with toilets, pension

schemes and so on. They don’t
need to fall for the allure-
ments of the evangelists to
embrace their religion.

The elevation of Murmu to
the post of the President of
India will be the firm democ-
ratic empowerment of the trib-
al population, as well as women
of the country. She has thor-
oughly been a spiritual person
and her association with
Brahmakumaris is well known.

She was sweeping the floor
of a temple a day after her name
was announced by the BJP
president JP Nadda; people
have seen how humble a per-
son she is. She stands for sim-
plicity, spirituality.

She is a Constitutionalist, a
firm believer in the Indian
Constitution’s capacity to fulfill
the aspirations of all sections of
society. Her life is also a living

testimony of perseverance. She
never lost hope even when she
faced personal losses. In her,
India will have a President
who will give hope to the vast
majority of the people that all
hardships can be won over with
honesty and patience.

While the Opposition par-
ties were busy in elimination
rounds to find a candidate for
the Presidential election, the
BJP was thinking of national
interest. When the BJP named
Murmu as its Presidential can-
didate, even the rivals suggest-
ed that the contest has become
one-sided. The Opposition
candidate, Yashwant Sinha, can
save his lost reputation by
gracefully withdrawing from
the Presidential election to
pave way for the unanimous
election of Murmu as India’s
President.
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'�)�'%%� My mind goes back to 1945 and
1946. I was a postgraduate
student in pure mathematics.
We were just six students.

Shree Satyen Bose was our Professor. He
used to wear Dhoti Kurta (snow-white).
Our classes were on the 3rd floor and there
were no lifts.

Bose and Einstein were collaborating on
some research which resulted in the discov-
ery of the Bose-Einstein (Bosen) theory.
Bose used to love me and was keen that after
finishing studies, I go to study astronomy
at Mount Wilson observatory in America.
He was disappointed when I did not con-
tinue my studies.

I came from a very poor family. My
mother died of tuberculosis without prop-
er treatment for want of funds in 1936. My
family had great expectations from me, that
I would earn money as I was brilliant in
education. But I became brilliant in busi-
ness. I started learning business from my
uncle in 1946 side by side with studies.

I came into business full-fledged in 1946
and retired in 2000. I have been very close
to the Ramakrishna Mission since 1951.
The mission had a splendid educational
institute at Narendrapur in the suburb of
Calcutta with about 3,000 students. Of the
top 10 students in Calcutta University, at
least two students were from Narendrapur.
I was dreaming of having something like
Narendrapur but on a tiny scale run by the
Ramakrishna Mission monks.

Shree Arjun Singh was the human
resource development minister. He
belonged to Madhya Pradesh where I had
established a technologically challenging
graphite electrode plant. I had become very
close to him. He would attend lectures of
Swami Atmanandaji, whom we used to
invite to Bhopal for lectures.

The mission had a number of educa-
tional institutions but no university. They
decided to establish one at Belur Math in
their large compound on the banks of the
Ganges. They decided to send a delegation
of monks to meet Arjun Singh. Knowing
my closeness with him, they asked me to
accompany them. His response was good;
the next meeting was fixed after a month.

The Ramakrishna Mission had three
subjects in mind for the University: (i) dis-
aster management whose practical experi-
ence they had in floods and famines; (ii)
rural development; and (iii) poverty alle-
viation. I was keen that they included math-
ematics so that their performance could be
compared internationally.

I met Arjun Singh alone and request-
ed him, while interacting with them, to
emphasise on mathematics. He was enthu-
siastic. The ministry did their homework.
An additional secretary and other officers
attended the meeting. Five senior monks of
the mission and I attended the meeting. On
Singh’s emphasis, mathematics was agreed
upon.

He was highly impressed that the pro-
posed vice-chancellor was a scholar of
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physics and was teaching it to
graduates of the mission college and
another monk, Mahan Maharaj,
was a great scholar of mathematics
and famous internationally.

The mission pointed out that
the mathematics education would
be expensive. Faculty will have to be
paid liberally. As there are Nobel
Laureates in other subjects, math-
ematics also has able laureates.
The mission wanted a grant of Rs
40 crore and Singh agreed to that.

The mission started looking for
a mathematics scholar to start this
course. Fortunately, there was a
Bengali mathematician, Abhijeet
Dutt, at the Kyoto University who
was engaged in research with
Japanese students. He was keen to
come to Bengal. With his coming
back, the RK Mission University
became a hub of mathematics in
India. The board of governors
included four monks of the mission
and four officials of the Ministry.
Singh nominated me on the board.
He told the mission that I had vast
experience in dealing with the
bureaucracy and that I would be
helpful. Thus I became a board
member.

Unfortunately, Arjun Singh
passed away in 2011. Dealing with
the ministry became difficult.

The senior Sanyasinis of Sarda
Math once came to visit the univer-
sity. Abhijeet Dutt welcomed them
in his half pants and a sports T-shirt.
The Sanyasinis were not very com-
fortable. Nobody told anything to
the professor but he started feeling
uncomfortable. He resigned and
went back to Kyoto. This was
unfortunate. I wish the mission had
handled the professor better.

After the demise of Arjun
Singh, I found my name had disap-

peared from the board without my
knowledge. I was not happy.

In 2020, I came across an IIT
dean. I informed him that I have
four thousand students studying for
higher secondary at four places
where we have schools. I request-
ed his assistance. He visited one of
our institutes and was highly
impressed with our research activ-
ities. We were looking forward to
some kind of association with IIT.
But nothing came up.

Recently, my daughter became
very enthusiastic for our schools.
Therefore, I fixed a meeting with the
Dean of an IIT. The Dean was warm
and he briefed me about their
activities in mathematics research
done by postgraduate mathemati-
cians.

Similarly, I am now associated
with the Harish-Chandra Maths
research institute at Allahabad.
With my daughter’s involvement
and my good health and alert
mind, I am hopeful that I will be
alive to see India produce an able
laureate in mathematics.

I requested the Vice-
Chancellor, Swami
Atmapriyanadaji, to include artifi-
cial intelligence and I donated Rs
15 lakh for that. He was also
thinking about artificial intelli-
gence. One of his students is teach-
ing artificial intelligence at the
South African University; he has
agreed to join soon. I hope some-
thing emerges.

I look across at my friends and
my own family. My grandson went
to the United States to study math-
ematics. After two years, he want-
ed to specialise in some branch of
mathematics whose expertise was
available at Cambridge; he moved
to Cambridge. I was hopeful that

he would make his mark interna-
tionally but he lost interest in math-
ematics.

It is difficult for me to evalu-
ate whether his education abroad
for five years did him some good.
He took up music and joined
Fayaaz Dagar, where I also joined
him to renew my interest in vocal
music. He lost interest in vocal
music too and joined sarod, and
moved to Bombay because his
teacher was in Poona.

One of my grandsons from my
daughter’s side did his graduation
abroad and entered the business. It
is difficult to conclude whether his
foreign education was helpful.

Similarly, my granddaughter
from my daughter's side did archi-
tecture in the US with great enthu-
siasm. On her return, she joined an
architecture firm where she did well.
But she is no longer in the field of
architecture.

The younger generation of rich
people is not accustomed to hard
work for a livelihood.

They are guided by their tem-
porary whims.

The US earns billions of dollars
from students coming from China
and India. India spends a large
amount in foreign exchange on
Indians studying abroad. Affluent
families send them abroad even
after higher secondary education.
After graduation, the US is well
equipped for studies in artificial
intelligence, space travel, mathemat-
ics, etc. But what do we get?

The Institute of Science in
Bangalore and the Atomic Research
Institute are world-class. IITs are
growing well. Indians going to the
US for education need to be
informed about the international
status of some such institutions.
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Former US president Donald
Trump rebuffed his own security's
warnings about armed protesters

in the January 6 rally crowd and made
desperate attempts to join his support-
ers as they marched to the Capitol,
according to dramatic new testimony
before the House committee investi-
gating the 2021 insurrection.

Cassidy Hutchinson, a little-known
former White House aide, described an
angry, defiant president who was try-
ing that day to let armed protesters
avoid security screenings at a rally that
morning to protest his 2020 election
defeat and who later grabbed at the
steering wheel of the presidential SUV
when the Secret Service refused to let
him go to the Capitol.

And when the events at the Capitol
spiralled toward violence, with the
crowd chanting to “Hang Mike Pence”,
she testified on Tuesday that Trump
declined to intervene.

Trump “doesn't think they're doing
anything wrong”, Hutchinson recalled
hearing from her boss, White House
chief of staff Mark Meadows.

Hutchinson's explosive, moment-
by-moment account of what was hap-
pening inside and outside the White
House offered a vivid description of a
Republican president so unwilling to
concede his 2020 election defeat to
Democrat Joe Biden that he acted out
in rage and refused to stop the siege at
the Capitol.

It painted a damning portrait of the
chaos at the White House as those
around the defeated president splintered
into one faction supporting his false
claims of voter fraud and another try-
ing unsuccessfully to put an end to the
violent attack.

Her testimony, at a surprise hear-
ing announced just 24 hours earlier, was
the sole focus at the hearing, the sixth
by the committee this month. The
account was particularly powerful
because of her proximity to power, with
Hutchinson describing what she wit-
nessed first-hand and was told by oth-
ers in the White House.

Hutchinson said that she was told
Trump fought a security official for con-
trol of the presidential SUV on January
6 and demanded to be taken the
Capitol as the insurrection began,
despite being warned earlier that day
that some of his supporters were armed.

The former aide said that she was
told of the altercation in the SUV imme-
diately afterward by a White House

security official, and that Bobby Engel,
the head of the detail, was in the room
and didn't dispute the account at the
time.

Engel had grabbed Trump's arm to
prevent him from gaining control of the
armored vehicle, she was told, and
Trump then used his free hand to lunge
at Engel.

That account was quickly disputed
on Tuesday, however. Engel, the agent
who was driving the presidential SUV,
and Trump security official Tony
Ornato are willing to testify under oath
that no agent was assaulted and Trump
never lunged for the steering wheel, a
person familiar with the matter said.

The person would not discuss the
matter publicly and spoke to The
Associated Press on condition of
anonymity.

As the events of January 6 unfurled,
Hutchinson, then a special assistant to
Meadows, described chaos in White
House offices and hallways.

Trump's staff — several of whom
had been warned of violence before-
hand — became increasingly alarmed
as rioters at the Capitol overran police
and interrupted the certification of
Biden's victory.

Trump was less concerned, she said,
even as he heard there were cries in the
crowd to “Hang Mike Pence!”
Hutchinson recalled that Meadows
told aides that Trump “thinks Mike
deserves it".

The president tweeted during the
attack that Pence didn't have the
courage to object to Biden's win as he
presided over the joint session of
Congress.

The young ex-aide was matter-of-
fact in most of her answers. But she did
say that she was “disgusted” at Trump's

tweet about Pence during the siege.
“It was unpatriotic, it was un-

American, and you were watching the
Capitol building get defaced over a lie,"
Hutchinson said, adding that, “I still
struggle to work through the emotions
of that.”

Trump denied much of what
Hutchinson said on his social media
platform, Truth Social. He called her a
“total phony” and “bad news”.

Members of the panel praised
Hutchinson's bravery for testifying and
said that other witnesses had been
intimidated and did not cooperate.

“I want all Americans to know that
what Ms. Hutchinson has done today
is not easy,” said Wyoming Rep. Liz
Cheney, a Republican who led ques-
tioning.

Some of Hutchinson's former col-
leagues, too, defended her account.
Mick Mulvaney, who preceded
Meadows as Trump's chief of staff,
tweeted that he knows Hutchinson
and “I don't think she is lying”.

Sarah Matthews, a former Trump
press aide who has also cooperated with
the committee, called the testimony
“damning”.

As she described the scene in the
White House after the election,
Hutchinson depicted a president flail-
ing in anger and prone to violent out-
bursts. Some aides sought to rein in his
impulses. Some did not.

At one point on January 6,
Hutchinson said, White House counsel
Pat Cipollone barreled down the hall-
way and confronted Meadows about
rioters breaching the Capitol. Meadows,
staring at his phone, told the White
House lawyer that Trump didn't want
to do anything, she said.

Earlier, Cipollone had worried out

loud that “we're going to get charged
with every crime imaginable” if Trump
went to the Capitol after his speech at
the rally, Hutchinson recalled.

Before the crowd left for the Capitol,
Hutchinson said she also received an
angry call from House Republican
leader Kevin McCarthy, who had just
heard the president say he was coming.
“Don't come up here,” McCarthy told
her, before hanging up.

Hutchinson told the panel that
Trump had been informed early in the
day that some of the protesters outside
the White House had weapons. But he
responded that the protesters were
“not here to hurt me”, Hutchinson
said.

She quoted Trump as directing his
staff, in profane terms, to take away the
metal-detecting magnetometers that
he thought would slow down support-
ers who were gathering for his speech
on the Ellipse, in back of the White
House.

In a clip of an earlier interview with
the committee, she recalled the presi-
dent saying words to the effect of: “I
don't f-in' care that they have weapons.”

As a White House insider,
Hutchinson told stories of a raging pres-
ident who was unable to acknowledge
his defeat. At the beginning of
December, she said, she heard noise
inside the White House around the time
an Associated Press article was pub-
lished in which Attorney General
William Barr said the Justice
Department had not found evidence of
voter fraud that could have changed the
election's outcome.

She said she entered a room to find
ketchup dripping down a wall and bro-
ken porcelain. The president, it turned
out, had thrown his lunch at the wall in
disgust over the article. Trump denied
it in his social media posts.

In the days before the attack,
Hutchinson said she was “scared, and
nervous for what could happen” on
January 6 after having conversations
with Trump lawyer Rudy Giuliani,
Meadows and others.

Meadows told Hutchinson that
“things might get real, real bad”, she said.
Giuliani told her it was going to be “a
great day” and “we're going to the
Capitol.”

Eventually, both men would seek
pardons related to what happened that
day, Hutchinson said. A person famil-
iar with the matter denied that
Meadows had ever sought a pardon.
The person spoke on condition of
anonymity.
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Police in Argentina blocked
a major entry point to the

capital's centre on Tuesday to
keep a group of truckers from
joining a downtown protest,
adding traffic snarls in Buenos
Aires to a series of disruptions
caused by anger over rising
prices and shortages of fuel
across South America, largely
as a result of Russia's war in
Ukraine.

Cars were backed up for
several kilometers (miles) until
truckers agreed to open up a
lane to regular traffic as they
moved to take a protest over
diesel shortages and prices
that has been going on for
weeks to Argentina's capital. 

Argentina is only one of
several countries in South
America to see reverberations
from increasing fuel prices,
largely as a result of Russia's war
in Ukraine. In Peru, truckers
launched an indefinite strike on
Monday to protest higher fuel
prices while in Ecuador, at
least five people have been
killed during more than two
weeks of a protest led by
Indigenous people that has as
its main rallying cry a demand
for lower gasoline prices. 

The reverberations of
higher prices are also hitting
executive offices. In Brazil, the
chief executive of state-run oil
giant Petrobras resigned last
week amid political pressure
due to curb prices.
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Indirect negotiations between Iran and the US
over Tehran's tattered nuclear deal with

world powers will end on Wednesday in Qatar,
authorities in Tehran said.

A semiofficial news agency reported the
talks wouldn't break a diplomatic deadlock over
the accord. The US State Department and the
European Union, which is mediating the talks
in Qatar, did not immediately acknowledge an
end of the negotiations in Doha.

However, the semiofficial Tasnim news
agency, believed to be close to Iran's hard-line
Revolutionary Guard, described the negotiations

as finished and having “no effect on breaking
the deadlock in the talks”.  Tasnim claimed that
the American position did not include “a guar-
antee for Iran benefiting economically from the
deal,” quoting what it described as unnamed
“informed sources.”

“Washington is seeking to revive the (deal)
in order to limit Iran without economic achieve-
ment for our country,” the Tasnim report
claimed.

US Special Representative Rob Malley
spoke to the Iranians through EU official
Enrique Mora during the talks. Mora then took
messages to Iran's top nuclear negotiator Ali
Bagheri Kani.
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Nepal on Wednesday
banned the sale of street

food items in the Kathmandu
valley in an effort to contain the
spread of cholera disease in the
capital city.

The decision to ban the sale
of street food items was issued
by the Kathmandu Metro-
politan City (KMC) as 12 pos-
itive cases of cholera were
reported in the area since
Sunday.

“As the number of cholera
patients have been increasing in
Kathmandu at present, the sale
and distribution of food items
has been banned for the time
being,” said Balram Tripathi, the
Chief of the Health Department
of the metropolis.

The KMC has also warned
of action against those who
breach the order.

Last week, the Lalitpur
Metropolitan City decided to
stop the sale and distribution of

Pani Puri in the metropolis,
claiming that cholera bacteria
were found in the water used in
Pani Puri.

The KMC has also request-
ed the Department of Food
Technology and Quality
Control to check the level of
food hygiene in hotels and
restaurants across the city. 

Tripathi said that the
Kathmandu Upatyaka Khane-
pani Limited has been urged to
keep eye into the condition of
the water pipeline and sewage
system.

The KMC has also instruct-
ed the urban health facilities to
prepare for any possible short-
age of Oral Rehydration Salt and
water purification tablets. 

Cholera is a bacterial dis-
ease usually spread through
contaminated water. The dis-
ease causes severe diarrhea and
dehydration. Left untreated,
cholera can be fatal within
hours, even in previously
healthy people.

Hong Kong's honeymoon peri-
od, when it carried on much as
it always had, has passed, and
its future remains uncertain,
determined by forces beyond
its control.

Before the handover, many
in Hong Kong worried that life
would change when Beijing
took over. Thousands rushed
to obtain residency elsewhere
and some moved abroad. For
the first decade or so, such
measures looked overly dra-
matic - this bustling bastion of
capitalism on China's southern
coast appeared to keep its free-
doms, and the economy was
booming.

In recent years, Beijing
has been expanding its influ-
ence and control. 

Those moves appeared to
be hastened by mass pro-
democracy protests in 2014
and 2019. Now, schools must
provide lessons on patriotism
and national security, and some
new textbooks deny Hong
Kong was ever a British colony.
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When the British handed
its colony Hong Kong to

Beijing in 1997, it was
promised 50 years of self-gov-
ernment and freedoms of

assembly, speech and press
that are not allowed Chinese on
the Communist-ruled main-
land. As the city of 7.4 million
people marks 25 years under
Beijing's rule on Friday, those
promises are wearing thin.
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ATruth Commission pre-
sented its final report on

Colombia's armed conflict on
Tuesday, urging the govern-
ment, military and rebel
groups that are still fighting in
the countryside to recognise
the suffering victims have
endured and ensure that polit-
ical disputes are no longer
solved through violence.

The commission is made
up of academics and repre-
sentatives of civil society
groups and was set up as part
of a 2016 peace deal between
the government and the
Revolutionary Armed Forces

of Colombia that ended five
decades of conflict in which at
least 450,000 people were
killed. 

It was tasked with docu-
menting war crimes and pub-
lishing its findings in a digi-
tal format that will be available
to the public. The commission
also issued a series of recom-
mendations aimed at stopping
future conflicts from taking
root in Colombia, including
changes to drug policy and
transformations in the
nation's military forces.

The commission's final
report is based on interviews
with 30,000 war victims, mil-
itary leaders, former guerril-

la fighters and five former
Colombian presidents.

The 900-page report said
50,000 people were kidnapped
between 1990 and 2018 as a
result of Colombia's armed
conflict, often by rebel groups
who kept hostages for ran-
som. 

It also mentioned that
more than 7 million people
were forced to flee their
homes and that 56,000 civil-

ians were killed by Colombia's
armed forces, including 6,300
people who were murdered in
remote areas and presented to
authorities as rebel fighters
killed in action.

The report called for
major changes to Colombia's
military and police forces,
which have received more
than $8 billion from the U.S.
Over the past two decades.

It said the military's objec-
tives should be re-evaluated
and that all human rights
violations committed by secu-
rity forces should be tried by
civilian courts.

The truth commission's
report also discussed drug

related violence in Colombia
and called on the nation's gov-
ernment to regulate the drug
trade so that its profits go to
government agencies and not
drug trafficking groups. It
suggests that Colombia restart
peace negotiations with the
National Liberation Army,
Colombia's largest remain-
ing rebel groups.

The Truth Commission's
recommendations are not
legally binding. But some will
likely be implemented by
Colombia's new government
which will take over in
August. President-elect
Gustavo Petro attended the
ceremony where the report

was presented to the public
and said its recommenda-
tions would "effectively
become part of Colombia's
history."

The leftist senator, who
was once a member of a rebel
group, said during his cam-
paign that he will re-establish
diplomatic relations with
neighbouring Venezuela
whose socialist government is
not recognized by the United
States. Petro has also called for
reforms to Colombia's defense
forces, suggesting he police
should stop being used for
military operations and be
placed under greater civilian
oversight.
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Afederal court has allowed
Tennessee to ban abor-

tions as early as six weeks into
pregnancy, while a Texas judge
temporarily blocked enforce-
ment of that state's decades-old
ban on virtually all abortions,
in a flurry of activity set off at
courthouses across the US by
the overturning of Roe v.
Wade.

Statewide bans or other
restrictions that were either
left on the books for genera-
tions, tied up by legal chal-
lenges or specifically designed
to take effect if Roe were to fall
are now in play as a result of
last week's Supreme Court
ruling eliminating the consti-
tutional right to terminate a
pregnancy. 

Roughly half the states are
expected to prohibit or severe-
ly limit the procedure now that
the high court has left it up to
them.

Since Friday, judges have
agreed to allow bans or other
restrictions to take effect in
Alabama, Ohio, South
Carolina and Tennessee. 

But abortion bans
remained temporarily blocked
in some states, including
Louisiana, Texas and Utah.

Decisions are pending in
other places, including Florida
and Indiana. Abortion rights
advocates also dropped some
of their legal efforts in Indiana,
Minnesota and Missouri.

Some clinics initially
turned patients away soon
after the high court ruling
came down, but then reopened
as judges ruled in their favour.
That happened in Louisiana on
Tuesday. 

In Houston, a Democratic
city in a conservative State, a
judge blocked enforcement
for now of a statewide ban on
virtually all abortions. 

Abortions in Texas are
still prohibited at about six
weeks because of a law that
took effect last year. 
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Israeli forces shot and killed
a Palestinian man early on

Wednesday in the occupied
West Bank during clashes that
broke out during an arrest
raid, Palestinian officials said.

The Palestinian Health
Ministry said that Mohammad
Marei, 25, was wounded by
Israeli gunfire near Jenin dur-
ing an arrest raid by the Israeli
military and later died.

The Israeli military said
that while troops arrested two
Palestinians in the northern
West Bank city, Palestinians
“hurled explosive devices” at
soldiers, who responded with
gunfire.

It confirmed that a
Palestinian was shot, but gave
no additional details about the
man's condition. The army
said no troops were injured in
the overnight arrest raids.

Recent months have seen a
rise in deadly violence in the
West Bank. The Israeli military
has carried out near-daily raids

following a string of deadly
attacks by Palestinians inside
Israel that killed 19 Israelis,
with several of the attackers
coming from the northern
West Bank town of Jenin.

Several dozen Palestinians
have been killed in Israeli mil-
itary raids. Most of the dead
were alleged to have opened
fire on Israeli forces or hurled
stones or firebombs at them.
The dead also include two
apparent passersby.

Nearly 500,000 Israeli set-
tlers live in more than 130 set-

tlements scattered across the
West Bank, many of which are
fully built up and now resem-
ble suburbs or small towns.
Nearly three million
Palestinians live in the West
Bank under Israeli military
rule.

Israel captured the West
Bank in the 1967 Mideast war
and the Palestinians want it to
be the main part of their future
state. Israel views the West
Bank as the biblical and his-
torical heartland of the Jewish
people.
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Over the course of an extra-
ordinary nine-month trial,

the lone survivor of the Islamic
State extremist team that
attacked Paris in 2015 has pro-
claimed his radicalism, wept,
apologised to victims and
pleaded with judges to forgive
his “mistakes”.

For victims' families and
survivors of the attacks, the trial
for Salah Abdeslam and sus-
pected accomplices has been
excruciating yet crucial in their
quest for justice and closure. At
long last, the court will hand
down its verdict on Wednesday.
Abdeslam faces up to life in
prison without parole on mur-
der and other counts, the
toughest sentence possible
under France's justice system.

The historic trial in Paris
is of 20 men suspected of crit-
ical roles in the ISIS mas-
sacres that killed 130 people on
November 13, 2015.
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AIDE: TRUMP DISMISSED JAN 6
THREATS, WANTED TO JOIN CROWD
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Acar bomb targeting a top provin-
cial security official in the south-

ern Yemen city of Aden killed four
people Wednesday and wounded 10
others, Yemeni officials said. 

A car carrying explosives deto-
nated while the convoy of a security
official from a neighbouring province
was driving by, the officials said.
Three of his guards were wounded, but
the dead were all civilians. 

The top security official for Lahj
province Brig. Saleh Sayed was not
seriously hurt, added the officials, who
spoke on condition of anonymity
because they were not authorised to
brief the media. 

Videos from the scene showed the
dead and injured lying in a minibus,
while a cloud of black smoke rose from
the explosion site. 
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US President Joe Biden
on Wednesday said the
US will significantly

increase its military presence in
Europe for the long haul,
including by establishing its
first permanent presence in
Poland, to bolster regional
security after Russia's invasion
of Ukraine.

Meeting NATO Secretary-
General Jens Stoltenberg at the
opening of the alliance's annu-
al leaders' summit in Madrid,
Biden said “NATO is strong
and united" and that steps to be
taken during the gathering will
"further augment our collective
strength”.

Biden opened his partici-
pation in the summit by
announcing the permanent
basing of a US military garri-
son in Poland.

He also said the US is
sending two additional F-35
fighter jet squadrons to the UK

and will send more air defense
and other capabilities to
Germany and Italy.

“Today I'm announcing
the US will enhance our force
posture in Europe and respond
to the changing security envi-
ronment as well as strength-
ening our collective security,”
he said.

Stoltenberg, who earlier
on Wednesday said the alliance
was facing its biggest chal-
lenge since World War II
because of Russia's aggression
toward Ukraine, welcomed
Biden's announcement.

“This really demonstrates
your decisive leadership and
strength in the trans-Atlantic
bond,” Stoltenberg said, thank-
ing Biden for the "unwavering
support from you and from the
US to Ukraine.”

Biden said the US will per-
manently station the US Army
V Corps forward command in
Poland , a move that he said
would strengthen US-NATO

inter-operability across the
alliance's eastern flank.

The move marks the first
permanent basing of US forces
on NATO's eastern edge.

Biden added that the US is
also stepping up its rotational

deployments of troops to
Romania and the Baltic region.

Celeste Wallander, an assis-
tant US secretary of defence for
international affairs, told
reporters that having a perma-
nent presence in Poland will be

key to helping NATO navigate
the changed security environ-
ment in Europe caused by
Russia's invasion. The US sup-
plies the bulk of NATO's mil-
itary power.

US officials emphasised
that the permanent basing
applied only to headquarters
units, not combat troops, and
was therefore consistent with a
1997 agreement between
NATO and Russia in which the
alliance agreed not to perma-
nently base combat troops in
Eastern Europe as it aimed to
build more constructive ties in
the post-Cold War environ-
ment.

Poland's Deputy Foreign
Minister Pawel Jablonski told
Poland's state PAP news agency
that the decision to add US
command structure was a
“manifestation of the ever clos-
er cooperation between the
US and Poland” and would give
give NATO allies a frontline
insight into the Russian threat.

The combat units Biden is
sending to Romania and the
Baltic region are on rotational
deployments, rather than per-
manent assignment, to remain
in compliance with that agree-
ment.

“There has been no com-
munication with Moscow
about these changes, nor is
there a requirement to do that,"
John Kirby, a spokesman for
Biden's National Security
Council.

Biden announced on
Tuesday after arriving for the
summit that the US would
base two additional destroyers
at its naval base in Rota, Spain,
bringing the total number to
six.

The US currently has more
than 100,000 service-members
deployed across Europe, up
by about 20,000 since just
before Russian President
Vladimir Putin's invasion of
Ukraine began four months
ago.

Biden predicted that meet-
ings this week would make for
a “history-making summit” as
leaders were set to approve a
new strategic framework,
announce a range of steps to
boost their defense spending
and capabilities, and clear the
way for historically neutral
Finland and Sweden to join
NATO.

Biden said Putin thought
NATO members would splin-
ter after he invaded Ukraine,
but got the opposite response
instead.

“Putin was looking for the
Finland-isation of Europe,”
Biden said. “You're gonna get
the NATO-isation of Europe.
And that's exactly what he
didn't want, but exactly what
needs to be done to guarantee
security for Europe.”

Turkey, the last remaining
holdout to approve the Nordic
countries' accession into
NATO, reached an agreement
on the eve of the summit late

Tuesday to support adding
them to the 30-nation alliance.

While the White House
said the US was not a direct
party to the negotiations, a
senior administration official
said Biden spoke with Turkish
President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan on Tuesday to
encourage him to clear the way
for Sweden and Finland to
join. The two leaders are set to
meet on Wednesday afternoon
to discuss other issues, the
White House said.

Biden will also sit down on
Wednesday with South Korean
President Yoon Suk Yeol and
Japanese Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida, who are attending the
NATO summit as the alliance
looks to strengthen its ties in
the Indo-Pacific region and
address challenges from China.

The White House said the
three leaders would also dis-
cuss North Korea's nuclear
and ballistic missile pro-
grammes. 
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Ukraine's President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy chided NATO for not

embracing his embattled country more
fully and asked for more weapons to
fight Russia's invasion, as the leaders of
the alliance met amid what its chief
called its biggest crisis since World War
II. Russia's invasion of its neighbour
shattered Europe's peace, drove NATO
to pour troops and weapons into east-
ern Europe on a scale not seen since the
Cold War and is set to give the defence
organisation two new members in
Sweden and Finland.

Members of the alliance have also
sent billions in military and civilian aid
to Ukraine. But Zelenskyy lamented
that NATO's open-door policy to new
members did not apply to Ukraine.

“The open-door policy of NATO
shouldn't resemble old turnstiles on
Kyiv's subway, which stay open but
close when you approach them until
you pay,” Zelenskyy said by video link.
“Hasn't Ukraine paid enough?”

He asked for more modern artillery
systems and other weapons and warned
the leaders that they either had to pro-
vide Ukraine with the help it needed
to defeat Russia or “face a delayed war
between Russia and yourself ”.

Zelenskyy has acknowledged that
NATO membership is a distant
prospect. The alliance is trying to strike

a delicate balance, letting its member-
nations arm Ukraine without sparking
a direct confrontation between NATO
and nuclear-armed Russia.

As 30 NATO leaders met in
Madrid, Secretary-General Jens
Stoltenberg acknowledged the alliance
is “in the midst of the most serious
security crisis we have faced since the
Second World War”.

US President Joe Biden, whose
country provides the bulk of NATO's
military power, said the summit would
send “an unmistakable message ...
That NATO is strong and united”.

“We're stepping up. We're proving
that NATO is more needed now than
it ever has been,” said Biden.

He announced a hefty boost in
America's military presence in Europe,
including a permanent US base in
Poland, two more Navy destroyers
based in Rota, Spain, and two more F35
squadrons to the UK.

But strains among NATO allies
have also emerged as the cost of ener-
gy and other essential goods has sky-
rocketed, partly because of the the war
and tough Western sanctions on Russia.

There also are tensions over how
the war will end and what, if any, con-
cessions Ukraine should make to stop
the fighting.

Money could also be a sensitive
issue — just nine of NATO's 30 mem-
bers currently meet the organisation's

target of spending two per cent of gross
domestic product on defence.

British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson, whose country does hit the
target, urged NATO allies “to dig deep
to restore deterrence and ensure
defense in the decade ahead”.

The war has already triggered a big
increase in NATO's forces in eastern
Europe, and allies are expected to agree
at the summit to boost the strength of
the alliance's rapid reaction force near-
ly eightfold, from 40,000 to 300,000
troops, by next year.

The troops will be based in their
home nations, but dedicated to specif-
ic countries on NATO's eastern flank,
where the alliance plans to build up
stocks of equipment and ammunition.

Stoltenberg said NATO was under-
taking “the biggest overhaul of our col-
lective defense since the end of the Cold
War”.

The leaders are also set to publish
NATO's new Strategic Concept, its
once-a-decade set of priorities and
goals.

The last such document, in 2010,
called Russia a “strategic partner”.
Now, the alliance is set to declare
Moscow its No. 1 threat. The document
will also set out NATO's approach on
issues from cybersecurity to climate
change — and the growing economic
and military reach of China.

For the first time, the leaders of

Japan, Australia, South Korea and
New Zealand are attending the summit
as guests, a reflection of the growing
importance of Asia and the Pacific
region.

Stoltenberg said China was not
NATO's adversary, but posed “chal-
lenges to our values, to our interest and
to our security”.

Biden was due to hold a rare
meeting with Japanese Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida and South Korean
President Yoon Suk Yeol on the side-
lines of the summit, focused on North
Korea's nuclear programme.

The summit opened with one
problem solved, after Turkey agreed on
Tuesday to lift its opposition to Sweden
and Finland joining NATO.

In response to the invasion, the two
Nordic nations abandoned their long-
held nonaligned status and applied to
join NATO as protection against an
increasingly aggressive and unpre-
dictable Russia — which shares a long
border with Finland.

NATO operates by consensus, and
Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan threatened to block the Nordic
pair, insisting they change their stance
on Kurdish rebel groups that Turkey
considers terrorists.

After urgent top-level talks with
leaders of the three countries, alliance
Secretary Stoltenberg said the impasse
had been cleared.
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Voicing grave concern over
reports of civilian deaths in

the ongoing Russia-Ukraine
conflict, India has said that crit-
ical civilian infrastructure in
urban areas have become easy
targets in situations of armed
conflict.

Speaking at the UN
Security Council Briefing on
Ukraine on Tuesday, India's
Deputy Permanent
Representative to the UN
Ambassador R. Ravindra said
the conflict has resulted in the
loss of lives and countless mis-
eries for its peoples, particularly
for women, children and elder-

ly, with millions becoming
homeless and forced to take
shelter in neighbouring coun-
tries.

Under-Secretary-General
for Political and Peacebuilding
Affairs Rosemary DiCarlo told
the Council that the Russian
missile strike on a mall in the
Ukrainian city of Kremenchuk
killed 18 civilians and injured
59 and the final toll may be
much higher.

"India remains deeply con-
cerned over the situation in
Ukraine," Ravindra said.

The Council meeting was
also addressed virtually by
Ukraine's President Volodymyr
Zelensky, the second time that

leader spoke directly to the
powerful 15-nation UN organ
since the start of the conflict in
February.

“Reports of deaths of civil-
ians in the ongoing Russia-
Ukraine conflict are deeply
disturbing and in this regard,
we express our grave concern.
In recent years, critical civilian
infrastructure in urban areas
have become easy targets in sit-
uations of armed conflict,”
Ravindra said.

India added that the issue
of the protection of civilian
objects in armed conflicts
should be considered within
the framework of applicable
international law.
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Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
accused Russian President Vladimir Putin

Tuesday of becoming "a terrorist" leading a "ter-
rorist state" and urged Russia's expulsion from
the United Nations.

In a virtual address to the UN Security
Council, Zelenskyy urged the UN to establish
an international tribunal to investigate "the
actions of Russian occupiers on Ukrainian soil"
and to hold the country accountable.

"We need to act urgently to do everything
to make Russia stop the killing spree," Zelenskyy
said, warning that otherwise Russia's “terrorist
activity” will spread to other European countries
and Asia, singling out the Baltic states, Poland,
Moldova and Kazakhstan.

"Putin has become a terrorist," he said. "Daily
terrorist acts, without weekends. Every day they
are working as terrorists."

In urging Russia's ouster from the 193-mem-
ber United Nations, Zelenskyy cited Article 6 of
the UN Charter which states that a member
"which has persistently violated the principles
contained in the present Charter may be
expelled from the organization by the General
Assembly upon the recommendation of the
Security Council." 

Russia's expulsion, however, is virtually
impossible. That's because as a permanent coun-
cil member Russia would be able to use its veto
to block any attempt to oust it. 

Ukraine called the council meeting after
Russia's recent upsurge in attacks including
Monday's fiery airstrike on a crowded shopping
mall in the central city of Kremenchuk that
Zelenskyy said killed at least 18 people and
wounded 30 others. "Dozens are missing" and
body fragments have been found including
hands and feet, he said, adding that unfortu-
nately there may be more victims.

The Ukrainian leader began his speech list-
ing Russia's attacks in recent days and giving the
first names and ages of many of the victims. He
ended his address asking the 15 Security
Council members and others in the chamber to
stand in silent tribute to commemorate the "tens
of thousands" of Ukrainian children and adults
killed in the war.

All members rose including Russia's deputy
UN ambassador Dmitry Polyansky.

When he took the floor later, Polyansky
protested against giving Zelenskyy a second
opportunity to address the Security Council, a
decision by Albanian which holds the council
presidency this month. 

The Russian envoy said the Ukrainian
president's video address violated the council's
traditions and existing practices which state that
leaders who wish to speak to the council must
be present in the chamber.

"The U.N. Security Council should not be
turned into a platform for a remote PR campaign
from president Zelenskyy in order to get more
weapons from participants at the NATO sum-
mit" starting Wednesday in Madrid, Polyansky
said.

He claimed that there was no Russian strike
on the shopping centre in Kremenchuk, saying
Russian precision weapons struck hangars in the
Kremenchuk road machinery plant with
weapons and ammunition from the United
States and Europe destined for Ukrainian
troops in eastern Donbass. 

The shopping center was some distance
away but the detonation of ammunition "created
a fire which then spread to the shopping cen-
tre," Polyansky said.

The Russian envoy told Western nations that
by supplying weapons to Ukraine they were pro-
longing the time when Ukraine's leaders “will
sit down at the negotiating table with a realis-
tic position rather than with slogans.”

"We began a special military operation in
order to stop the shelling of Donbass by
Ukraine and so that the territory of this coun-
try, which has been turned into anti-Russia at
the behest of a number of Western countries, as
well as its nationalist leadership, ceases to pose
a threat to Russia or the inhabitants of the south
and southeast of Ukraine," he said. "And until
those goals are achieved, our operation will con-
tinue."

US deputy ambassador Richard Mills, like
many other Western ambassadors, accused
Russia of destroying the shopping center, say-
ing the attack “fits into a cruel pattern, one where
the Russian military kills civilians and destroys
civilian infrastructure in Ukraine.” 

He stressed that there is ample publicly avail-
able evidence "that Russia, and Russia alone" is
responsible for this and other attacks. 
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The mall was nothing extraordinary, but in the middle of a
war it was an escape for those in this Ukrainian city who

had decided not to flee. Then it exploded in a Russian airstrike.
In moments on Monday afternoon, a summer hangout

became a hellish inferno. Life and death depended on a shop-
per's decision whether to heed yet another air raid siren and
take shelter. Among those who stayed, at least 18 are dead, more
than 20 are missing and scores are wounded.

The crowded mall in Kremenchuk, which housed the largest
toy store in town, is now the latest shorthand for allegations
of war crimes against Russia. As with earlier attacks on a the-
ater, a train station and a hospital elsewhere in Ukraine, author-
ities in Moscow said the mall was not the target.

One day after the airstrike, the scene still smelled of charred
debris. Grit hung in the air, irritating the skin and throats.
Visitors laid red carnations, a spot of color in the still-smok-
ing ruins.

Images on social media showed the burned body of a
woman, white sneakers still intact, who appeared to have been
caught in the blast as she tried to run. In another video, around
the time of impact, a man could be heard calling for his moth-
er.

One mall employee, who gave only his first name,
Oleksandr, said he had stepped outside with a colleague for a
cigarette when the air raid siren went off. He described the
moment of impact. 

"There was darkness in my eyes for two minutes," he said.
"There was a black tunnel, smoke, fire. I started to crawl. I saw
the sun up there, and my brain was telling me I needed to save
myself."

Everything was on fire, he said. A blast wave threw him
under a car. He couldn't hear. Bits of shrapnel were embedded
in his leg.

"Thank God that was it," he said. "I was very lucky."
He estimated 1,000 shoppers and employees had been in

the mall at the time, contradicting Russia's claim that it was
empty.

Kateryna Romashnya had just reached the mall on her walk
home from work when the explosion threw her to the ground
and blew out nearby windows. Stunned, she estimated that 10-
15 minutes passed before another explosion occurred.
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Ukraine's leader pushes for fuller NATO embrace, more arms

=2����������
�	���������!���	��
�����������2����	E�
�	���
���������
������
�����#���?



 !�"�#$��!�%�&!'�(��) %��'"*�+,-�.,.. 6��
4
9�

New Delhi: Exports of marine
products rose 30.26 per cent to
USD 7.76 billion during 2021-
22 as against USD 5.96 billion
in previous fiscal year, the
commerce ministry said on
Wednesday. India shipped
13,69,264 MT (metric tonne) of
seafood worth �57,586.48 crore
during 2021-22.”During 2021-
22, the export improved in
rupee term by 31.71 per cent,
in USD terms by 30.26 per cent
and in quantity terms by 19.12
per cent,” the ministry said in
a statement.

K N Raghavan, Chairman,
Marine Products Export
Development Authority
(MPEDA), said India man-
aged to do “all-time high”
exports of USD 7.76 billion.

Frozen shrimp remained
the major export item in terms
of quantity and value. Its ship-

ments stood at USD 5.82 billion
last fiscal year. The segment
accounts for 75.11 per cent of
the total dollar earnings.

The US is the largest mar-
ket of frozen shrimp, followed
by China, the European Union,
South East Asia, Japan, and the
Middle East.

Frozen fish, frozen squid
and frozen cuttlefish, are also
major items for exports.

“The US continued to be
the major importer of Indian
seafood in value and volume
terms with an import worth
USD 3,371.66 million, account-
ing for a share of 37.56 per cent
in terms of dollar value,” it
added. It said China has
emerged as the second largest
seafood export destination for
India in terms of quantity with
an import of 2,66,989 MT worth
USD 1,175.05 million. PTI 
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Months after the
Department of Heavy

Industries (DHI) notified an
order making it mandatory
for the Ev-buses operator(s) to
place the FAME logo on both
the sides of the vehicles promi-
nently, the manufacturers are
feeling the pinch with adver-
tisement revenues taking a sig-
nificant hit, according to
sources close to funding agen-
cies/lenders.

The order released by the
DHI makes it compulsory for
the manufacturers to get the
FAME logo on the buses, at the
spots which the manufacturers
earlier used to lease out to
potential advertisers for some
revenue. 

A couple of industry insid-
ers told The Pioneer on the
condition of anonymity that

this move has not gone down
well with the operator(s) and
has caused considerable losses
for them as per early assess-
ment. 

Earlier in the contracts,
advertisements were allowed
on the FAME contracts-award-
ed products, ev-buses mostly,
and the revenue generated
from them used to go to the
manufacturers or the Operator.
The latest move has left them
squandering for options to
deal with it, with little or no
mechanism to raise their con-
cerns. According to sources, the
new directions have been laid
out retrospectively which
impact the revenue. Industry
experts see the move by the
government as its intent to
reduce overall cost for the state
governments. 

A top official of one of the
major lending agencies said the
manufacturers don't have any

issue with keeping the FAME
logo on buses but with size and
placement of the logo, which
directly impacts their revenues.
The loss becomes significant in
the long run as the buses are to
be operated and maintained for
12 years.

"Can the OEMs/Operators
manage for 12 years making
losses continuously? It might
lead to a situation where the
manufacturers start showing
their inability to operate the
buses," another official said,
adding the "purpose of pro-
moting Green mobility is get-
ting defeated in the process".

The Indian EV sector is
seeing a massive boom with
both central and governments
going full throttle in acquiring
electric buses in their bid to
ensure clean and green trans-
portation. States after states are
placing big orders for electric
buses.

New Delhi: Capital markets
regulator Sebi has sent a notice
to an individual asking him to
pay �27 lakh in a case pertain-
ing to violation of insider trad-
ing norms in the matter of L&T
Finance Holdings Ltd.

The notice came after
Uday Agarwal failed to pay the
fine imposed on him by the
Securities and Exchange Board
of India (Sebi).

Sebi has directed Agarwal
to pay �27.01 lakh, which
includes interest, all costs,
charges and expenses, within
15 days. In the event of non-
payment, it will recover the
amount by attaching and sell-
ing their moveable and
immoveable properties. 

He will also face attach-
ment of his bank accounts and
arrest, Sebi said in an order
passed on Tuesday.

The regulator, through an
order passed in November
2021, levied a fine of �25 lakh

on Uday Agarwal.
The regulator observed in

its investigation that Agarwal
being an insider traded in the
scrip of L&T Finance Holdings
while having possession of
unpublished price-sensitive

information during trading
window closure period, failed
to obtain pre-clearance and
failed to make disclosures for
his trading and further made
contra trades.

The Unpublished Price-
Sensitive Information (UPSI)
pertained to financial results
for the period ended June 30,
2018. The period of UPSI was
from July 7 to 20, 2018. PTI
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Mumbai: Markets regulator
Sebi on Wednesday allowed
Foreign Portfolio Investors to
participate in the exchange-
traded commodity derivatives
market.

At its board meeting, the
watchdog also cleared amend-

ments to regulations governing
mutual funds and portfolio
managers.

According to a statement,
the board has approved Sebi
Annual Report: 2021-22. The
report will be submitted to the
central government. PTI
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New Delhi: The Government
will release the ranking of
states and Union Territories
(UTs) in terms of ease of doing
business on June 30, the com-
merce and industry ministry
said on Wednesday.

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman will release the
assessment report of states/UTs
under Business Reforms Action
Plan (BRAP), 2020 in the pres-
ence of Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush Goyal
on Thursday, it said.

The exercise is aimed at
triggering competition among
states to improve the business
climate to attract domestic and
global investors.

BRAP 2020 includes 301

reform points that cover 15
business regulatory areas such
as access to information, single
window system, labour, envi-
ronment, sectoral reforms and
other reforms spanning across
the lifecycle of a business.

Sectoral reforms have been
introduced this time wherein
72 reforms were identified
across nine sectors - trade
license, healthcare, legal
metrology, cinema halls, hos-
pitality, fire NOC (no objection
certificate), telecom, movie
shooting and tourism.

The Department for
Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade (DPIIT), since
2014, has been releasing BRAP
for steering business reforms to

create an investor-friendly
ecosystem across the country.

Till date, state rankings
have been released for 2015,
2016, 2017-18 and 2019.

“DPIIT has undertaken a
feedback-based exercise where-
in feedback was taken from
businesses on the quality of
implementation of the reforms
carried out by the states and
UTs. The assessment is based
on the feedback obtained from
the actual users of respective
states/UTs,” it added.

In the last ranking released
in September 2020, Andhra
Pradesh topped the chart, fol-
lowed by Uttar Pradesh,
Telangana, Madhya Pradesh
and Jharkhand. PTI
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Expressing concern over
food scarcity in the wake of

the ongoing Ukraine conflict,
India has said it exported more
1.8 million tons of wheat to
countries suffering from short-
age.  It also flagged the issue of
civilian deaths in the military
action terming them as “deeply
disturbing” and  called for ces-
sation of hostilities.

Highlighting these issues in
the United Nations Security
Council(UNSC)briefing on
Ukraine, India’s Deputy
Permanent Representative to
the UN Ambassador R
Ravindra also said the conflict
has resulted in the loss of lives
and countless miseries for its
peoples, particularly for
women, children and elderly,
with millions becoming home-

less and forced to take shelter
in neighbouring countries.

Making this point, he said
on late Tuesday India has all
along favoured the path of
peace, dialogue and diploma-
cy to end the conflict which
began in February.

“We support all efforts to
alleviate the suffering of the
people of Ukraine, especially
talks” between Ukraine and
Russia. 

He noted that India has
also been sending humanitar-
ian supplies to Ukraine and its
neighbours, which include
medicines and other essential
relief materials.

Underlining that the
impact of the Ukraine conflict
is not just limited to Europe,
Ravindra said the conflict is
exacerbating concerns over
food, fertilizer and fuel securi-
ty, particularly in the develop-
ing countries. PTI
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New Delhi: India needs to
form Green Hydrogen
Corridors and  governments
can look at providing grants to
startups as well as support
entrepreneurs to promote
green hydrogen, NITI Aayog
said on Wednesday.

In a report titled
‘Harnessing Green Hydrogen -
Opportunities for Deep
Decarbonisation in India’, the
Aayog also suggested that there
is a need to facilitate investment
through demand aggregation
and dollar-based bidding for
green hydrogen.

“Three hydrogen corridors
should be developed across
the country based on state
grand challenges ... The gov-
ernments can provide grants
and loans to startups and pro-
jects, support entrepreneurs
through incubators and
investor networks, and put in
place regulations that manage
first-mover risks, “ the report
said. The government can also
use public procurement and
purchase incentives (for green
hydrogen) to create demand in
niche markets and crowd in
private investment, it added.

The report suggested that
the government should pro-
mote export of green hydrogen
and green hydrogen-embedded
products through a global
hydrogen alliance.

Green Hydrogen/ Green
Ammonia is defined as hydro-
gen/ ammonia produced by
way of electrolysis of water
using renewable energy, includ-
ing renewable energy which

has been banked and the
hydrogen/ammonia produced
from biomass.

Most large economies
including India have commit-
ted to net zero targets.

Transition to green hydro-
gen and green ammonia is
one of the major requirements
for reduction of emissions,
especially in the hard to abate
sectors. The report predicted
that hydrogen demand in India
could grow more than fourfold
by 2050, representing almost 10
per cent of global hydrogen
demand.

In the longer term, steel
and heavy-duty trucking are
likely to drive the majority of
demand growth, accounting
for almost 52 per cent of total
demand by 2050, it added.

Emphasising that the
roadmap should also identify a
timeline and scale of manu-
facturing support for electrol-
ysers, the report said India may
aim for 25 GW of electrolysers
by 2030, while also investing
USD 1 billion in R&D to catal-
yse the development of com-
mercial green hydrogen tech-
nologies across the value chain.

It noted that radically
improving the speed of regu-
latory clearances coupled with
preferential treatment in pub-
lic tenders will help catalyse
local manufacturing.

The report suggested that
grand challenges, public-pri-
vate venture capital and financ-
ing test bench infrastructure
could be part of the R&D
investments. PTI
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New Delhi: Gold price in the
national capital fell by �176 to
�50,649 per 10 grams on
Wednesday, reflecting a decline
in international precious metal
prices, according to HDFC
Securities.

In the previous trade, the
yellow metal settled at �50,825
per 10 grams.

Silver also fell by �443 to
�59,725 per kg from �60,168
per kg in the previous
trade.”Spot gold prices for 24-
carat gold in Delhi fell by Rs
176 in line with decline in
COMEX gold prices,” said
Tapan Patel, Senior Analyst
(Commodities) at HDFC
Securities. PTI
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New Delhi: Housing sales
jumped over 4.5 times year-on-
year in April-June across eight
cities to 74,330 units on lower
base effect, while demand was
up 5 per cent from the previ-
ous quarter, according to
PropTiger data.

Housing sales stood at
15,968 units in the April-June
period last year and 70,623
units in the January-March
quarter of 2022.

The price of residential
properties rose 5-9 per cent
annually, driven by rise in
input costs, inflationary pres-
sures and premium attached
with ready-to-move-in inven-
tory. Pune and Chennai saw

maximum appreciation at 9 per
cent each.

In its latest ‘Real Insight
Residential’ report, Australia’s
REA group-owned
PropTiger.Com, said the YoY
(Year-on-Year) growth in April-
June 2022 is multi-fold due the
low base as demand in April-
June 2021 was severely impact-
ed owing to the second wave of
the COVID pandemic.

On the sequential rise in
sales, Vikas Wadhawan, Group
CFO of REA India, said: “Even
though the RBI increased the
repo rate twice during the
quarter, home loans remained
largely affordable.”

The biggest booster to

housing demand has been the
increased importance of own-
ing a property, he said.

This, he said, has been fur-
ther backed by the consumer
confidence in the overall eco-
nomic scenario and impending
income stability.

As per the data, housing
sales in Ahmedabad rose
sharply to 7,240 units in April-
June 2022, from 1,280 units in
the year-ago period. Sales were
up 30 per cent from 5,550 units
in the January-March quarter
this year.

Bengaluru saw sales of
8,350 units in April-June, as
against 1,590 units in the year-
ago period. PTI
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New Delhi: The Government
on Wednesday decided to give
marketing freedom to domes-
tic crude oil producers, allow-
ing them to sell oil to whoso-
ever they want.

Briefing reporters on the
decisions taken at a meeting of
the Union Cabinet,
Information and Broadcasting
Minister Anurag Thakur said
the Cabinet approved deregu-
lation of the sale of domesti-
cally produced crude oil.

From October 1, condition
in Production Sharing
Contracts (PSC) to sell crude
oil to the government or its
nominee or government com-

panies will be waived.
This essentially means pro-

ducers will be free to sell oil
from their fields in the domes-
tic market. PTI 
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New Delhi: After back-to-back
downward corrections, steel prices
are expected to rise from July due to
high input costs, an industry exec-
utive said on Wednesday.

“While coal price is at �17,000
a tonne, iron ore prices by Odisha
Mineral Corporation are still high.
It is the main supplier of iron ore in
Odisha,” JSPL Managing Director V
R Sharma told PTI on the sidelines
of an event organised by the Indian
Chamber of Commerce here.

“The prices have already bot-
tomed out. There is no chance of
reducing them further. There will be
an upward price correction from
Friday, July 1 by (primary players)
mainly on account of higher input

costs,” he said.
Secondary steel makers have

already increased the price of rebars
by �2,000 to �55,000 per tonne in the
last four days, Sharma said.

There are various other factors
building pressure on steel makers,
Sharma said, adding there are issues
with the availability of coal. Rakes are
also not available for the supply of

coal as most of them have been
diverted for power sector.

Steel players use iron ore as raw
material to make steel and coal to
feed their captive power plants.

According to SteelMint, prices of
hot rolled coil (HRC) are ruling in
the range of �59,000-60,000 a tonne
from its peak in May at
�76,000/tonne. PTI
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New Delhi: Terming duties imposed on steel
products a “short-term headwind”, JSW Group
CMD Sajjan Jindal said he is hopeful of the gov-
ernment withdrawing the levies once inflation
moderates. The duties were imposed last month
with the objective of controlling inflation, the
industrialist said.

Jindal’s statement comes days after he along
with other top industry leaders met Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in her office.

In a tweet on June 16, office of the Finance
Minister, without sharing the details of the meet-
ing had said, “Delegation of Indian Steel
Association @steel_indian, including Shri
@MPNaveenJindal - Chairman JSPL, Shri @saj-
janjindal - Chairman JSW, Smt Soma Mondal -
Chairman @SAILsteel & other senior members of
the industry, calls on Smt @nsitharaman.” PTI
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New Delhi: Tata Technologies
Ltd on Wednesday said it has
joined the Foxconn-initiated
MIH Consortium to promote
development of sustainable
mobility solutions and encour-
age collaboration within the
industry.

The MIH (Mobility In
Harmony Consortium) com-
prises more than 2,300 mem-
bers in the field of software,
hardware, and services.

The goal of this open
electric vehicle alliance is to
bring the strategic partners

together to build the next gen-
eration of EV, autonomous dri-
ving, and mobility service
applications, the global engi-
neering and product develop-
ment digital services firm said
in a statement.

“Tata Technologies is at
the forefront of the eMobility
revolution and our associa-
tion with MIH Consortium
reinforces our position as a key
partner in the automotive value
chain,” Tata Technologies
Managing Director and CEO
Warren Harris said. PTI
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affordable fashion footwear
and accessories brand Khadim
India Ltd has opened a new
store in association with its
franchisee partner SAR Retail
Pvt Ltd in Faridabad. 

“We are confident that the
people of Faridabad will be
delighted by our trinity of
fashionable range of products,
a great in store experience and
affordable pricing. 

We hope to make Khadim
the first choice brand for
footwear for the complete fam-
ily,” said Namrata A Chotrani,
CEO, Khadim India Ltd. PNS
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Mumbai: Snapping its four-day
winning run, benchmark
Sensex declined by over 150
points on Wednesday due to
profit booking in IT, FMCG
and banking shares following
weak global trends and persis-
tent foreign capital outflows.

In a volatile session, the
30-share BSE Sensex settled
150.48 points or 0.28 per cent
lower at 53,026.97 as 20 of its
stocks ended with losses.
During the day, it tumbled
564.77 points or 1.06 per cent
to a low of 52,612.68 ahead of
the expiry in the derivatives
segment on Thursday.

The broader NSE Nifty
declined by 51.10 points or 0.32
per cent to 15,799.10 with 34 of
its constituents closing in the
red.In the four-day rally to
Tuesday, Sensex spurted by
2.59 per cent or 1,354 points
while Nifty had gained 2.84 per
cent or 436 points.

Among Sensex shares,
Hindustan Unilever fell the
most by 3.46 per cent. IndusInd
Bank, Axis Bank, Bajaj Finserv,
Wipro, HCL Technologies,
Titan, Kotak Mahindra Bank
and Bajaj Finance were the
other major losers.

However, gains in NTPC,
Reliance Industries, Sun
Pharma, UltraTech Cement
and ITC restricted a major fall
in the barometer.

NTPC rose the most by

2.46 per cent while Reliance
Industries advanced 1.98 per
cent.

“Markets traded volatile
for yet another session and lost
nearly half a percent. Weak
global cues were weighing on
the sentiment in early trade
which triggered a gap-down
start however buying in select
index majors trimmed the loss-
es as the day progressed,” Ajit
Mishra, VP - Research, Religare
Broking Ltd said.

Consumer confidence is
declining rapidly due to the
uncontrolled and constant rise
in inflation, Vinod Nair, Head
of Research at Geojit Financial
Services said. India had to
bear the double-whammy
effect of a dampening global
equity market and rising crude
prices as major suppliers like
Saudi are unable to boost the
output in the short-term.

“However, the domestic
market was able to recover
most of the losses due to the

strong movement of index
heavyweights, PSUs, metals
and oil & gas stocks before slip-
ping some gains by the end of
the day due to volatile global
market,” Nair said.

In the broader market, the
BSE midcap gauge dipped 0.70
per cent and smallcap index
declined 0.18 per cent.

Among the BSE sectoral
indices, bank fell by 1.20 per
cent, while FMCG (1.01 per
cent), finance (1 per cent),
teck (0.83 per cent), and tele-
com (0.54 per cent) also
declined. 

Energy, utilities, auto,
metal, oil & gas, power and
realty were the gainers. A total
of 1,781 firms declined, while
1,521 advanced and 148
remained unchanged.

Meanwhile, international
oil benchmark Brent crude
gained 0.31 per cent to USD
118.3 per barrel ahead of the
meeting of the oil cartel 
OPEC. PTI
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Top-seeded Novak Djokovic
advanced to the third round at
Wimbledon with a 6-1, 6-4, 6-2

victory over Thanasi Kokkinakis of
Australia.

The six-time Wimbledon champi-
on has won the past three men's singles
titles at the All England Club.

The 26-year-old Kokkinakis is
ranked 79th.

French Open runner-up Casper
Ruud lost in the second round at
Wimbledon.

The third-seeded Norwegian was
beaten by Ugo Humbert of France 3-
6, 6-2, 7-5, 6-4 on No. 2 Court.

Ruud was making his third
appearance at the All England Club.
His victory over Albert Ramos-
Vinolas on Monday was his first at the
grass-court Grand Slam.

Second-seeded Anett Kontaveit of
Estonia was eliminated in the second
round of Wimbledon, losing to Jule
Niemeier of Germany 6-4, 6-0.

Kontaveit has never reached the
fourth round at the All England
Club, the only one of the four major
tournaments in which she has failed
to get that far. She was making her
eighth appearance at Wimbledon.

It was Kontaveit's first match on
grass this year.

On Tuesday, an off-key Nadal,
already halfway to a calendar Grand
Slam after winning the Australian
Open and French Open, dug deep to
beat Francisco Cerundolo 6-4, 6-3, 3-
6, 6-4.

The two-time Wimbledon cham-
pion, who has not played at the tour-
nament since 2019, thanked the crowd
for their wholehearted support.

"It's not a surface that we play very
often, and especially in my case, for
different reasons, the past three years

I didn't put any foot on a grass court,
so it always takes a while," said Nadal,
36.

"It was my first match and as I
know, every day is a test and today was
one of these important tests."
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A day after eliminating Serena

Williams from Wimbledon in her
debut at the grass-court Grand Slam,
Harmony Tan surprised and angered
her doubles partner by withdrawing

from that tournament on Wednesday
with a thigh injury.

Tan, a Frenchwoman ranked 115th
who beat the 23-time Grand Slam sin-
gles champion 7-5, 1-6, 7-6 (10-7) on
Centre Court on Tuesday, was sched-
uled to team with Tamara Korpatsch for
their opening doubles match on
Wednesday.

"She just texted this morning. Let
me wait here 1 hour before the match
start," Korpatsch wrote in an Instagram
post. "I'm very sad, disappointed and
also very angry that I can't play my 1st
Doubles Grand Slam.

"And it's really not fair for me ... I
didn't deserve that."

Tan is scheduled to play No. 32 Sara
Sorribes Tormo of Spain in the second
round of the singles tournament on
Thursday. Sorribes Tormo advanced by
defeating American qualifier Christina
McHale 6-2, 6-1.

The 24-year-old Tan is ranked
611th in doubles and has never played

in that event at Wimbledon. Korpatsch,
a 27-year-old German who is ranked
298th in doubles, lost in the first round
of the singles tournament but has
never played a doubles match at any
Grand Slam tournament.

Tan was two points from losing to
Williams, a seven-time Wimbledon
champion who hadn't played a singles
match since injuring herself in the first
round a year ago at the All England
Club.

The match lasted 3 hours, 11 min-
utes.

"If you're broken after a 3 (hour)
match the day before, you can't play pro-
fessional (tennis). That's my opinion,"
Korpatsch wrote.

Tan and Korpatsch were scheduled
to play 15th-seeded Nadiia Kichenok
and Raluca Olaru on Wednesday in the
first round of the doubles tournament.
They were replaced in the draw by
Valentini Grammatikopoulou and
Peangtarn Plipuech. 
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Top-ranked Iga Swiatek of Poland

will host a charity tennis tournament
next month to raise funds for children
and teenagers impacted by the war in
Ukraine.

The event will be held in Krakow
on July 23 and will feature a mixed dou-
bles exhibition match. Ukraine soccer
great Andriy Shevchenko will be a spe-
cial guest.

Elina Svitolina of Ukraine will
serve as umpire for the event. They hope
to sell at least 10,000 tickets.

Swiatek has been wearing a pin with
the Ukrainian colors during her match-
es. More than 4 million refugees crossed
into Poland after Russia invaded
Ukraine in February. Poland is provid-
ing them with free shelter, social and
medical care, education and job oppor-
tunities.
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Serena Williams brushed
off any talk of retirement

on Tuesday by insisting she
is "motivated" to play at the
US Open later this year
despite a shattering
Wimbledon defeat.

"The US Open was the
place where I won my first
Slam, it's super-special.
There's definitely a lot of
motivation to get better and
play at home," the 40-year-
old American said.

Williams was speaking
after losing in her first sin-
gles match for a year when
she went down 7-5, 1-6, 7/6
(10/7) to unseeded
Harmony Tan, the world
number 115, in the opening
round of Wimbledon.

The 23-time major win-
ner, who debuted at the All
England Club in 1998,
refused to speculate on
whether or not she will be
back at Wimbledon in 2023.

"I am just playing for
right now. I see how I feel
and go from there.

"Who knows where I
will pop up."

Williams walked onto
Centre Court for the evening
match and quickly looked
rusty. She was broken in her
first service game.

Williams, far below her
imperious best and appar-
ently lacking f itness,
bounced back, breaking in
the fourth game to level at 2-
2, buoyed by a supportive
crowd.

The pair swapped further
breaks but Tan, ranked 115th,
broke again in the 11th game
and held her nerve to close
out the set 7-5.

Williams broke after a
mammoth second game of
the second set and went on
to level the match 6-1.

The American was first
to break in the decider but
Tan levelled at 3-3.

Williams broke again in
the ninth game, throwing
her arms into the air in
jubilation but faltered as she
served for the match.

She faced a match point

on her own serve in the 12th
game but saved it with a
forehand volley, taking the
contest into a third-set tie-
break.

Williams stepped up a
gear, winning the first four
points as the match, under
the Wimbledon roof, ticked
past three hours.

But still her French
opponent was not down and
out, winning the next five
points to edge ahead.

Williams, looking out
of breath, could not find
inspiration, netting when
facing a second match point.
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She finished with 61

winners but 54 unforced
errors in the 3-hour, 11-
minute evening match.

"I'm so emotional now,"
said Tan. "She's a superstar.
When I was young, I was
watching her so many times
on the TV.

"When I saw the draw, I
was really scared. She's such
a legend. I thought if I can
win one game, two games,
that would be really good for
me."

Twelve months ago,
Williams quit her
Wimbledon first-round
match in tears after suffering
an injury and she had not
played singles tennis since
until Tuesday.

Doubts had been grow-
ing about whether the for-
mer world number one —
who has slumped to 1,204th
in the rankings after her
period of inaction — would
return to the sport.

But she warmed up by
teaming up with Ons Jabeur
in the doubles at Eastbourne
last week.

Williams won the last of
her seven Wimbledon sin-
gles titles six years ago but
reached the final in 2018 and
2019.

The American, who was
given a wildcard for this
year's tournament, remains
stuck on 23 Grand Slam
singles titles — agonisingly
one short of Margaret
Court's all-time record.
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The Serie A title will be
decided by a play-off if two

teams are locked on points at
the top of the table from next
season, Italy's Football
Federation (FIGC) announced
on Tuesday.

In a statement, the FIGC
said that it had approved reg-
ulations for the title decider,
which will go straight to penal-
ties should the two teams fin-
ish the match level.

This system has been in
place in the past in Serie A but
has only been used once, in
1964 when Bologna beat Inter
Milan in Rome to claim the last
of their seven league crowns.

FIGC chief Gabriele
Gravina has in the past said
that he would like every league
title to be decided by play-offs.

Last season AC Milan were
crowned champions after fin-
ishing two points ahead of
local rivals Inter Milan.
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Thiago Motta has left

Spezia after the Serie A club
announced on Tuesday the
termination of the former Italy
midfielder's contract.

"Spezia Calcio announces
that an agreement has been
reached regarding the terms of
the consensual termination of

the contracts of coach Thiago
Motta and his technical staff,"
Spezia said in a statement.

Motta, who won the Serie
A, Champions League and
Italian Cup treble as a player
with Inter Milan in 2010, led
Spezia to Serie A safety last sea-
son.

The 39-year-old had a tro-
phy-packed playing career,
winning the 2006 Champions

League and two La Liga titles
with Barcelona, as well as five
Ligue 1 crowns and a host of
domestic cups at Paris Saint-
Germain.

Spezia are expected to
announce Luca Gotti as their
coach for the coming cam-
paign.

Gotti has been out of work
since being sacked by Udinese
in December.
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Newcastle have agreed a
deal in principle to sign

Dutch defender Sven Botman
from French side Lille.

Botman, 22, completed
his medical in Newcastle on
Tuesday and is set to arrive on
a five-year contract in a
reported £35 million ($42 mil-
lion) transfer.

The Premier League club
said they had held off compe-
tition "from a host of
European sides to secure the
highly-rated centre-back",
with "the formalities of the
transfer set to be concluded
this week".

Botman's arrival continues
Newcastle's rebuilding for the
new campaign, with England
goalkeeper Nick Pope having
been signed from Burnley last
week.

Newcastle also signed
Aston Villa full-back Matt
Targett on a permanent move
following a successful loan
spell during the second half of
last season.
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Chelsea have leapfrogged
London rivals Arsenal to move
into pole position to sign
Raphinha.

The Blues are understood
to be on the verge of agreeing
to a fee with Leeds United for
the winger that could be worth

more than £55 million, reports
David Ornstein of The
Athletic.

However, the race for
Raphinha's signature isn't yet
finished.

Arsenal remain in pursuit
after reportedly pledging to
return with an improved offer
following Leeds' rejection of
their initial bid.

Tottenham Hotspur were
also linked to Raphinha, while
it 's  been reported that
Barcelona previously agreed to
personal terms with him but
have failed to match Leeds
United's valuation.

If Raphinha, who's under
contract until 2024, does

decide on a move to Stamford
Bridge, he'll join a retooling
Chelsea outfit that's in the
process of trying to complete
another blockbuster transfer
for Manchester City's Raheem
Sterling.

Raphinha, who joined
Leeds from Rennes for £17
million in 2020, scored 11
goals in 35 Premier League
appearances last season.

If Arsenal miss out on the
Brazilian, the disappointment
could be eased by the antici-
pated arrival of Raphinha's
compatriot, Gabriel Jesus. The
Gunners are reportedly close
to signing the 25-year-old for
£45 million.
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Two stalwarts of Indian
women's badminton, PV

Sindhu and Saina Nehwal, suf-
fered contrasting fates at the
Malaysia Open Super 750 tour-
nament with the former pro-
gressing to the second round
and the latter bowing out after
losing her opener here on
Wednesday.

Sindhu, a former world
champion, dished out a fine per-
formance to outwit Thailand's
world number 10 Pornpawee
Chochuwong 21-13, 21-17, but
London Olympics Bronze
medallist Saina went down
fighting against American Iris
Wang, ranked 33rd in the world,
11-21, 17-21 in 37 minutes.

Former Commonwealth
Games champion Parupalli
Kashyap also made a positive
return from injury as he pre-
vailed 21-12, 21-17 over Korea's
Heo Kwang Hee to advance to
the second round in men's sin-
gles.

Sindhu, seeded seventh,
will next face Phittayaporn
Chaiwan, a 21-year-old from
Thailand who held the number
one ranking in world junior
ranking and also was part of the
Bronze medal-winning team at
the Uber Cup in Bangkok.

Kashyap, ranked world

number 39, will meet Thailand's
Kunlavut Vitidsarn, who had
won the German Open Super
300 in March.

B Sumeeth Reddy and
Ashwini Ponnappa, who will be
leading India's charge at the
Commonwealth Games, could-
n't get past world number 21
pairing of Robin Tabeling and
Selena Piek of the Netherlands.

The Indian duo lost 15-21,
21-19, 17-21 after a 52-minute

battle.
Sindhu enjoys a 5-3 head-

to-head record against
Chochuwong, having won the
last time they met, at the 2021
World Championship, and the
Indian looked in good touch
against the Thai, who struggled
with her lengths and finishing
strokes.

The match started with the
duo playing at a good pace but
it was Sindhu who dictated

terms with her better court
coverage. Chochuwong
matched Sindhu in the rallies
but faltered in her finishing.

The result was Sindhu led
throughout the first game after
securing a 4-1 advantage early
on. Sindhu's front court play
was more polished than her
rival and she used the smashes
and attacking returns to good
effect whenever there was an
opportunity.
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Ruled out of the 2018 FIH
World Cup due to an

injury, experienced India mid-
fielder Sushila Chanu is look-
ing to the upcoming edition of
the tournament to make
amends.

Sushila may have played
208 matches for India but the
tournament in the
Netherlands will be her maid-
en World Cup appearance.

"In 2018, I missed playing
the World Cup in London due
to an injury. Subsequently, I
struggled with form which
resulted in me missing out on
the Asian Games that year. It
was perhaps one of the biggest
lows of my career.

"It was a difficult phase
but I was determined to over-
come it and earn my place in
the squad again," recalled an
emotional Sushila.

While the tournament
starts on July 1, India begin
their campaign against
England on July 3.

The 30-year-old made a
strong comeback and has
played a significant role in the
team's progress over the past
four years after missing out on
the Asian Games in 2018.

"For many of my team-
mates, it's their second outing
at the World Cup but for me,
it's a first. It is an emotional
moment for me and I surely
believe it will be a memorable
one for us," she said on the
sidelines of the team's practice
match against Chile on
Tuesday evening.

She was part of India's tri-
umph at both the FIH
Olympic Qualifications and
the FIH Series Finals in
Bhubaneswar. The 2014 Asian
Games Bronze medallist also
played a role in the team's his-
toric fourth-place at the Tokyo
Olympics last year.
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Buoyed by a strong start to the
season, Olympic champion

javelin thrower Neeraj Chopra
is primed to clinch his maiden
Diamond League medal in his
first appearance in four years in
the prestigious one-day meet
here on Thursday. The 24-year-
old Chopra was second in the
Paavo Nurmi Games in Turku
with a big national record throw
of 89.30m before winning his
event at Kuortane Games with
a creditable 86.60m effort under
treacherous conditions.

Both the events in Finland
had strong fields, though the
Turku line-up had more stars
than at Kuortane, where Chopra
slipped after an awkward release
of his spear in his third attempt
under slippery conditions due to
rains. Luckily, he was up on his
feet immediately and won the
event without any injury.

This will be Chopra's first

competition in a Diamond
League meet after his fourth-
place finish in Zurich in August
2018 with an effort of 85.73m.
He has taken part in seven
Diamond League meets -- three
in 2017 and four in 2018 -- but
is yet to win a medal. He had two
fourth-place finishes, the other
one being in Doha in May
2018, where he had thrown
87.43m.

The prestigious one-day
meet at the Swedish capital will
be Chopra's biggest event ahead
of the World Championships in
Eugene, USA, next month. He
will also be facing the toughest
field of the season so far with all
the three Tokyo Olympics
medallists in fray.

Germany's Johannes Vetter,
who has the maximum number
of 90-plus throws among the
active throwers, continues to be
in the sidelines. He is not fully
fit and also did not take part in
the German nationals.
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Three-time Grand Slam cham-
pion Andy Murray will play

alongside Rafael Nadal and Roger
Federer at the Laver Cup in
London in September.

Murray will be making his
debut at the competition, which is
played in a Europe vs. World for-
mat and does not award ATP
ranking points.

This will be the fifth edition.
It's being held at the O2 Arena on
September 23-25. Team Europe is
4-0 so far.
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DJOKER IN 3rd ROUND, RUUD OUT
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Deepak Hooda hit a master-
class maiden century as India
survived a mighty scare before

defeating Ireland by four runs in a
nail-bitting high-scoring second T20
International to sweep the two-
match series here on Tuesday.

Hooda scored 104 off 57 balls to
become only the fourth Indian to hit
a T20 International ton, while Sanju
Samson contributed 77 off 42 balls to
power India to a mammoth 225 for
seven after opting to bat.

Ireland took the chase to the last
over with skipper Andy Balbirnie (60
off 37), Paul Stirling (40 off 18), Harry
Tector (39 off 28) and George
Dockrell (34 not out off 16) shinning
bright but they eventually fell short
as rookie India pacer Umran Malik
defended 17 runs in the final over.

Opting to bat, Hooda showed he
belonged to the big stage with his
scintillating stroke play, both off the
front and backfoot.

While Hooda was elegant and at
ease on the frontfoot, he was equal-
ly good on the backfoot, dispatching
the ball over the midwicket bound-
ary for a few sixes.

Hooda decorated his knock with
nine fours and six hits over the fence.

He was ably supported by Sanju
Samson, who, opening the batting in
place of injured Ruturaj Gaikwad,
played second fiddle but grabbed his
opportunity with both hands.

Both Hooda and Samson's
strokeplay down the ground were a
treat for the eyes.

Ireland made a rollicking start to
their chase, with Stirling and Balbirnie
sharing 72 runs for the opening wick-
et off just 34 balls. Stirling went ham-
mer and tongs from the world go.

Stirling took Bhuvneshwar
Kumar to task, hitting the bowler for
a six and three boundaries to pick up
18 runs from the opening over.

Stirling then clobbered skipper
Hardik Pandya for a six. The open-

ing duo continued their attacking dis-
play to notch up Ireland's 50 for no
loss in just four overs.

Leg-spinner Ravi Bishnoi broke
the dangerous-looking 72-run open-
ing stand in the sixth over, cleaning
up Stirling.

In his next over, Bishnoi had
Balbirnie stumped by Ishan Kishan
but it turned out to be a massive no
ball.

Balbirnie utilised the chance and
clobbered all the Indian bowlers to all
parts of the ground to keep Ireland
at par with the asking rate.

He was particularly severe on
young pace sensation Malik, dis-
patching the pacer's short deliveries
over the fence as Ireland brought up
their 100 in nine overs for the loss of
two wickets.

Balbirnie notched up his sixth
T20 International 50 off 34 balls and
continued his onslaught for some
time before being caught by Bishnoi
off Harshal Patel.

But Tector, Dockrell and Mark
Adair (23 not out off 12 balls) kept
Ireland in the hunt till the last ball
from which the hosts needed a six to

win the match and draw the series.
Adair, however, could manage just
one run as Malik lived up to his cap-
tain's call.

Earlier, India did not have the
best of starts as they lost Ishan
Kishan (3) early. The left-handed
opener once again wasted an oppor-
tunity, nicking a Mark Adair delivery
to Lorcan Tucker behind the stumps
in the third over.

Hooda and Samson joined hands
and the duo batted effortlessly, albeit
handing two difficult chances, to
share 176 runs off just 85 balls to lay

the foundation for India's huge total.
It was a one-way traffic after

Kishan's dimissal as Hooda and
Samson toyed with the Irish bowlers
and did not let them settle down.

Except for a difficult chance
which Paul Stirling dropped at extra
off in the eight over, Hooda played a
perfect knock.

Samson too was handed a life in
the ninth over when leg-spinner
Gareth Delany dropped a difficult
caught-and-bowled chance.

Samson too played some delight-
ful strokes, particularly off the back-

foot during his hallf-century knock.
He, however, was cleaned up by Adair
in the 17th over.

Hooda brought up his maiden
T20I century off 55 balls with a sin-
gle to join the likes of Rohit Sharma,
KL Rahul and Suresh Raina in the
elite club of only four Indian centu-

rions in the format.
Once Hooda departed at the

team score of 212, Surya Kumar
Yadav (15) and skipper Hardik
Pandya (13 not out) tried to acceler-
ate the scoring but failed as India lost
three wickets for the addition of just
14 runs in the last two overs. 
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The big-hitting Deepak
Hooda believes himself to

be "a warrior" when faced with
the task of tackling the new ball
in conditions favourable to
bowlers.

Because, according to him,
there is no other option but to
just face the challenges head on
when batting at the top of the
order.

Riding his powerful strik-
ing abilities, Hooda hogged
the limelight with a 57-ball 104
in India's second T20
International against Ireland
here on Tuesday.

Batting at number three,
Hooda became only the fourth
Indian batter to score a centu-
ry in the shortest format.

"I've never opened in an
international game, but being a
top-order batsman, you have to
cope up to the challenges and
you don't have any option.

"And if you don't have any
option, then why don't you go
there like a warrior. That's how
I think, and things turned in my
way. I'm happy about that," said
Hooda after the match.

With young talents burst-
ing at the seams, the 27-year-old
all-rounder admitted that it is
not easy to get into, and retain,
one's place in the Indian team.

"To be honest, yes it is dif-

ficult to find a spot in the Indian
team and then staying there.
But at the same time when
you're playing in India colours,
that time you never think about
yourself, you think about the

team.
"That's what I think about

on the ground 'How can I con-
tribute to the team in that sit-
uation'. I don't think more
than that, try to keep things
simple. Yes, it's a matter of pride
for me that I'm playing for
India, no matter if I'm scoring
or not," said Hooda.

Walking in following the
dismissal of opener Ishan
Kishan in the third over, Hooda
smashed nine boundaries and
six sixes to score his maiden
T20I century.

"To be honest, the Irish
team played really well against
us and we enjoyed playing
against them.

"Between the first and sec-
ond game, I think there was a
difference in the pitch. In the
first game, the conditions were
overcast and the wicket was
damp. But today the wicket was
very good for batting, as is clear
by the way both teams batted.
So I felt the wicket was a big fac-
tor."

Hooda also revealed that a
mindset change recently has
helped him perform better.

"Being a cricketer, what

I've learnt lately is that you
should not think too far ahead.
How many ever series, look at
it one game at a time. If my
work ethic is good, I'm going to
be in a good space of mind and
I'm going to score, that's my
thinking.

"Try to keep it simple, live
in the present, play the situation
well, and then automatically the
outcome will come. Now or
later, it will come," Hooda said.

During the course of the
India innings, Hooda was asso-
ciated in a record-breaking sec-
ond-wicket partnership of 176
runs with Sanju Samson, who
scored a career-best 77 on his
return to the team.

It is the highest partnership
by an India pair for any wick-
et in the format, surpassing the
previous best of 165 by Rohit
Sharma and KL Rahul in 2017
against Sri Lanka in Indore.

"To be honest, I was com-
ing from a good IPL and want-
ed to follow the same perfor-
mance. Happy with my intent.
I like playing in that manner
(aggressive) and these days I am
batting up the order so getting
some time.
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Nathan Lyon took his 20th
five-wicket haul to bowl

Sri Lanka out for 212 before
Australia reached 98-3 at
stumps Wednesday on the
opening day of the first Test.

Sri Lankan off spinner
Ramesh Mendis dismissed
David Warner (25) lbw and
had Marnus Labuschagne (13)
caught by Asitha Fernando in
Australia's innings to finish the
day on 2-35.

Steven Smith was run out
for 6 after a mix-up with
Usman Khawaja, who refused
to run after calling Smith for
a single.

Khawaja was batting on 47
with Travis Head on 6 at
stumps.

Earlier, Lyon returned
bowling figures of 5-90 and leg
spinner Mitchell Swepson had
3-55 to help Australia bowl Sri
Lanka out to a modest score.

Niroshan Dickwella top
scored for Sri Lanka with 58,
his 21st Test half-century. He
added 42 runs for the sixth
wicket with Angelo Mathews

(39) after Sri Lanka lost five
wickets for 97 runs, and 54
runs for the seventh wicket
with Mendis (22).

Lyon trapped Mendis lbw
with just two runs added to the
teatime score to end his part-

nership with Dickwella.
Dickwella edged Lyon to

wicketkeeper Alex Carey and
had Lasith Embuldeniya (6) as
his fifth wicket.

Earlier,  he dismissed
Dimuth Karunaratne (28) and

Angelo Mathews (39), both
caught by David Warner.

Australia's second spin-
ner Mitchell Swepson took
two consecutive wickets in
the 37th over with identical
deliveries.
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Jasprit Bumrah is set to become
first fast bowler in 35 years to

lead Indian Test team in the
rescheduled 'fifth Test' against
England as regular captain Rohit
Sharma has been ruled out of the
game after testing positive for
COVID-19 for the second time
on Wednesday.

The last pacer-captain that
India had was the great Kapil
Dev, who was removed from
captaincy in 1987. Since then
India has never had a speed
merchant leading the team in
traditional cricket.

"Rohit is out of this Test
match, starting July 1, as his RT-
PCR test has come positive
again. He is still in isolation.
Jasprit Bumrah, who is one of
the vice-captains in absence of
KL Rahul, will lead the team," a
senior BCCI official said.

Bumrah will be the 36th
cricketer to lead India in the
longest-format since the coun-
try first played in 1932. The
Gujarat pacer, who has 123
wickets in 29 Tests, has grown
into world's best fast bowlers.

The Chairman of selectors
Chetan Sharma had already
said that he is being groomed

as a future leader.
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With the experienced Rohit

out of the playing eleven, sea-
soned Cheteshwar Pujara has a
good chance of opening the bat-
ting with young Shubman Gill.

The soure said that Mayank

Agarwal has just been brought
as "cover" and is not in the
scheme of things as far featur-
ing in the playing eleven is con-
cerned. It is understood that the
specialist batters in the set-up
will be Pujara, Gill, Virat Kohli,
Shreyas Iyer, Vihari and Rishabh
Pant.
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Express pace was the reason
India skipper Hardik Pandya

asked Umran Malik to bowl the
final over of the second T20
International against Ireland here.

Ireland took the chase of 226
to the last over but fell short by
four runs as Umran defended 17
runs in the last over on Tuesday.

"Not worried to be honest.
Wanted to keep pressure out of my
equation, wanted to be in the pre-
sent. I backed Umran since he has
pace. With his pace, it's difficult for
people to hit," Hardik said,
explaining the rationale behind
giving Umran the crucial final
over.

Deepak Hooda hit a blistering
maiden century as India survived
a scare before prevailing over
their less fancied opponents in a
nail-bitting finish.

"I think we've come to play a
game of cricket, so Ireland were
going to show us what they have.
Credit to them, they played amaz-
ing shots. At the same point of
time, credit to our bowlers to cross
the line.

"The crowd was amazing.
Their favourites boys were Dinesh
and Sanju, great to see them

enjoy them. Good for us to expe-
rience cricket in this part of the
world too. Grateful to the fans,"
Hardik said to loud cheers.

Set an imposing target, Ireland
showed a lot of heart and nearly
pulled off what would have been
a memorable victory.

"We are all pretty good, we did
a lot of good stuff with the bat. We
wanted to express and we did that.
Bitterly disappointed, a bitter pill
to swallow," Ireland captain
Andrew Balbirnie said after the
match.
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Pakistan captain Babar Azam
has surpassed India's Virat

Kohli in becoming the world
No 1 T20I batter for the longest
period of time after he main-
tained his top spot in the latest
ICC T20 batting rankings.

Kohli was the No 1 ranked
T20I batter for a total of 1,013
days during his reign last
decade, but Babar has now
surpassed this number fol-
lowing his long-standing stay
at the top.

Among others, Ishan
Kishan slipped two places but
Deepak Hooda and Sanju
Samson made huge gains at the
ICC T20I Player Rankings fol-
lowing their sensational innings
at the second and final T20I
against Ireland.

Left-handed batter Kishan
slumped to number 7 after
scoring 26 and 3 in the two
T20s against Ireland but
Hooda, who smashed 47 in the
first game and a maiden cen-
tury in the second match to
power India to a series-clinch-
ing four-run win, galloped

414 places to 104th.
Samson was also reward-

ed for his knock of 77 as he
reached the 144th spot in the
batting chart.

Ireland's Harry Tector
gained a massive 55 places to
reach 66th position among bat-
ters with scores of 39 and 64 not
out in the rankings, which was
updated after the two-match
India-Ireland series.

In the bowlers' list, pacer
Harshal Patel moved from 37th
to 33rd position while Ireland's
Mark Adair climbed to 43rd
from 45th.

In Test ranking, Joe Root
hung on to his narrow lead as
the top-ranked batter but there
was some big movement
behind him following the com-
pletion of England's home series
against New Zealand.

New Zealand batting pair
of Daryl Mitchell and Tom
Blundell have attained career-
best positions as has England
spinner Jack Leach, after
superb performances in the
third match of their ICC
World Test Championship
series in Leeds.


