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AHindu woman school-
teacher from the Samba

district of the Jammu region
was shot dead from point-
blank range by “unidentified”
terrorists outside her school
premises in the Gopalpora area
of Kulgam district in South
Kashmir on Tuesday. 

Local police identified the
slain teacher as 36-year-old
Rajni Bala, wife of Raj Kumar,
who serves in the school edu-
cation department in Kashmir
valley. They were both residents
of Samba and serving in the
region since June 2009.

The incident was reported
around 10.35 am when the Bala
arrived there to collect her
papers to complete the for-
malities of transfer. But before
she could enter the school
premises, terrorists pumped
bullets from close range. She
was rushed to hospital where
she succumbed to her injuries.
She is survived by her husband
and a daughter.

Bala’s killing inside the
school not only exposed the
claims made by the UT admin-
istration of the enhanced secu-
rity cover of migrant employ-
ees serving in the valley but
also triggered a fresh wave of

unrest among those seeking
relocation to safer places. In
their meeting with Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha on May
27, a delegation of Kashmiri
pandit migrant employees had
demanded relocation to safer
areas outside Kashmir.

Soon after the killing of
Bala, hundreds of Kashmiri
migrant employees took to the
streets and demanded reloca-
tion to safer areas away from
the Kashmir valley without
further waste of time. In some
places, the protesting employ-
ees disrupted traffic on the
main roads, including airport
road in Budgam to highlight
their grievances. These employ-
ees have given an ultimatum of

24 hours to the UT adminis-
tration to take a final decision
failing which they will be
forced to migrate from the
Kashmir valley.

Raj Kumar, husband of
Bala on reaching Jammu,
claimed if the Chief Education
Officer had responded to his
pleas and transferred his wife
to a safe place she would have
been alive today. 

He told reporters in Samba,
"I had approached the office of
CEO on four occasions. I also
visited his home and request-
ed him personally to order the
transfer of my wife to another
safe place but no action was
taken". 

Continued on Page 2
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In a novel initiative, the excise
department of the

Gautambuddha Nagar district,
popularly known as NOIDA,
has begun sensitising people,
especially vehicle owners
against bringing liquor from
other States into the district
limits as the same is a punish-
able offence.

The notice is being dis-
tributed in the form of pam-
phlets by the traffic police
while checking vehicles at the
entry points.

The notice in Hindi trans-
lates into “it is to inform the
general public that entering
Uttar Pradesh with liquor (pro-
cured) from other States is a
punishable offence. For this
offence, offending persons will
be booked under the relevant
Sections of the Uttar Pradesh
Excise Act and sent to jail”.

The move comes as Delhi
has allowed liquor vendors to
offer attractive discounts on
liquor. In Delhi, liquor vendors
are offering buy one get one
offers on most varieties of
popular whiskeys. This has led
to massive smuggling of liquor,
denting the revenue collection
of Uttar Pradesh Government.

Similar discounts are also
available in neighbouring
Haryana. In September 2017,
the Uttar Pradesh Government
had made an amendment to
the UP Excise Act, 1910 to
bring down the import of
liquor from other States. 

Continued on Page 2
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Patidar leader Hardik Patel,
who quit the Congress this

month, will join the BJP on
June 2 in the presence of
Gujarat BJP president CR Patil,
according to a  State BJP
spokesperson.

“It is confirmed that
Hardik Patel will join the BJP
on June 2 in the presence of
State president Paatil,” BJP’s
State spokesperson Yagnesh
Dave was quoted as saying by
PTI.

Patel, 28, had in 2015 led a
vigorous agitation seeking
quota for his Patidar commu-
nity and had then strongly
criticised the BJP. The Gujarat
BJP Government had lodged
over two dozen cases against
him, including that of sedition.

He had been charged
under various Indian Penal
Code Sections, including
124(A) (sedition), 121(A) (con-
spiracy to wage war against
Government) and 120 (B)
(criminal conspiracy), in which
he is out on bail since 2016.

The BJP Government
recently took steps to withdraw
several cases lodged against
Patel and others in connection
with the 2015 quota agitation.

The Congress has alleged
that Patel began reading the
BJP script and toeing saffron
line under pressure. 

The roping-in of Patel will
come as a major boost to the
BJP which is seeking to miti-
gate anti-incumbency of its
27-year-old rule in the western
State which would go to polls
by the year-end.  

Continued on Page 2
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday interact-

ed virtually with beneficiaries
of various Central schemes
and released �21,000 crore as
the 11th installment of the
Kisan Samman Nidhi after
arriving in Shimla for a rally to
mark the eighth anniversary of

his Government. Many Union
Ministers joined the function
virtually from across the coun-
try along with beneficiaries. 

The public programme
marking the completion of
eight years of the Government
led by Modi is being organised
across the country at State
capitals, district headquarters,
and Krishi Vigyan Kendras. 

The Sammelan is planned

to encourage elected public
representatives across the coun-
try to directly interact with the
public to get feedback about the
various welfare programmes
being run by the Government.

Addressing a rally to mark
the eighth anniversary of his
Government, Modi listed the
achievements of his
Government. He said his
Government pruned nine crore
fake names from the list of ben-
eficiaries of various schemes.

“Be it Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana or scholarship or
any other scheme, we have
eradicated the scope of cor-
ruption through direct transfer
of benefits. We have trans-
ferred over �22 lakh crore to
the bank accounts of benefi-
ciaries of various schemes
through direct benefit transfer,”
the Prime Minister said. 

He said poverty was on the
decline in the country and
even the international agencies
were admitting it. Modi said
that before 2014, there was
news about various scams but
now his Government’s devel-
opment schemes and zero-tol-
erance against corruption are
discussed.

About his Government's
measures to combat the Covid
pandemic, Modi said nearly
200 crore vaccine doses have
been administered in India so
far. India exported Covid vac-
cines to various countries and
Himachal Pradesh’s Baddi
industrial unit played a vital
role in manufacturing those
jabs, the Prime Minister told
the rally.

Continued on Page 2

���������	
��

���	
��
�������
	�����
�����
���
�����
���
���
��
���	�
������
���
��	
	���

��

��
���
���
������
��
�����

��	
��	�
����	
���

	��������
��
���	�

�	������
��
 ��	
��
 � !

�����
����	���
"����
��
��
�
��#�	
��
���
����


�����
�
������
�����
��
������
��
 ��	
��$
%�������
���
�	�
&����
����	���
'��
(��
 �����
�	
��	�
	���
 � !


(�����#�	
��


�������
��

����	�

�������
(����
)���
�����
���

���	��
��
�����
��	�
����
��
�����
��
 ��	
�� � !

�
����	������ �!"#$%
&����
���������'���� �


��
����
�������������
���	
���


The Russia-Ukraine conflict
has cast its shadow on the

growth of the Indian economy
and its recovery post-Covid.
The economy grew at its slow-
est pace in a year during
January-March, pulling down
the GDP growth in the full fis-
cal 2021-22 to 8.7 per cent as
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine
added a new inflation hurdle to
the recovery.

For the full year (April
2021 to March 2022), the fig-
ure of  8.7 per cent growth fell
short of the 8.9 per cent growth
projection made three months
ago.  

The gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP) expanded by 4.1 per
cent in the final quarter of
2021-22, according to data

released by the statistics min-
istry. This was lower than the
4.8 per cent growth the Chinese
economy saw in the quarter.

The Covid-related lock-
downs had led to contraction
of the Indian economy by  6.6
per cent in the 2020-21 finan-

cial year.  Just as the situation
begun to look up, the   war in
Ukraine led to a spike in com-
modity prices and a supply
squeeze that put pressure on
inflation and impacted the
pace of recovery.

High inflation had led to

the Reserve Bank raising the
benchmark interest rate by 40
basis points in an unscheduled
review. It is expected to take
similar measures when the
Monetary Policy Committee
meets for the bimonthly review
on June 8.

The  outlook for the cur-
rent fiscal year remains cloud-
ed as global crude oil prices
have hardened back to USD
120 per barrel after increased
sanctions on Russian oil.

Momentum in the services
sector will be one of the key
drivers apart from the govern-
ment’s focus on enhancing
public capital expenditure.

Government’s Chief
Economic Adviser V Anantha
Nageswaran ruled out the risk
of stagflation in India as the
country is better placed than
other nations.

Stagflation is the phase
when both inflation and unem-
ployment rates are high with
moderation in GDP growth.

During Q4, private con-
sumption expenditure grew by
7.9 per cent, reflecting some
impact of pent up demand. 

Continued on Page 2
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Well-known Bollywood
singer Krishnakumar

Kunnath, popularly known as
KK, died in Kolkata on Tuesday
night, officials said. He was 53.

The singer was performing
for Gurudas College’s fest when
he suddenly fell ill and returned
to his hotel. When his condi-
tion deteriorated, he was
rushed to the CMRI hospital in
Kolkata, where he was declared
brought dead, officials said. 

KK performed at two back-
to-back shows in Kolkata in the
past two days. His wife and two
sons will fly into Kolkata
Wednesday morning.

“It’s unfortunate that we
could not treat him,” a senior
official of the hospital said.

KK, known as a versatile
singer, has recorded songs in
Hindi, Tamil, Telugu, Kannada,
Malayalam, Marathi and
Bengali, among other lan-
guages. 

KK released his first album,
Pal in 1999. The singer-com-
poser, whose real name was
Krishnakumar Kunnath then
focussed more on Bollywood
than on his independent music,
giving hits such as Tadap Tadap
(Hum Dil De Chuke Sanam,
1999), Dus Bahane (Dus,
2005), and Tune Maari
Entriyaan (Gunday, 2014). 
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The Government has
extended the tenure of Lav

Agarwal, Joint Secretary,
Department of Health &
Family Welfare up to August
28th, 2023. Lav Agarwal — a
49-year-old Indian
Administrative Service (IAS)
officer and an engineer — has
worked for various state gov-
ernments before his appoint-
ment to the Health Ministry in
2016. A 1996-batch officer of
the Andhra Pradesh cadre,
Agarwal is an Indian Institute
of Technology (IIT)-Delhi
graduate. He has been at the
forefront of India’s fight against
the coronavirus pandemic,
addressing the media and
attending press briefings.
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India and China on Tuesday
reiterated their resolve to

defuse tension at the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) in
Eastern Ladakh at the earliest
and agreed to sustain the
tempo of talks at the diplomatic
and military levels in this
regard.  The two sides also
called for early meeting of the
Corps Commanders.  The two
commanders, so far, have held
15 rounds of talks since face-
offs began in May 2020.

This was the main take-
away from the diplomatic level
talks held between the two
sides on Tuesday under the
aegis of the Working
Mechanism for Consultation
and Co-ordination(WMCC)
on India-China border affairs.

The two sides reviewed
the situation along the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) in the
Western Sector of India-China
border areas. They recalled
that since the last meeting of
the WMCC in November 2021,
both sides have held the 14th
and 15th meetings of the Senior
Corps Commanders in January
and March 2022 respectively.

Foreign Minister of China
Wang Yi had also visited India
in March 2022 and held dis-
cussions with External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar and the
National Security
Advisor(NSA)Ajit Doval.

It was the first visit by any
Chinese minister to New Delhi
since trouble erupted at the
LAC in May 2020.  It escalat-
ed into a major crisis and even
now stand-offs are persisting
between the armies of the
countries at some friction point
for the last two years. 

Giving details of the latest
round of WMCC parleys, offi-
cials said here the two sides
exchanged views on the current
situation along the LAC in the
Western Sector in Eastern
Ladakh.
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India and Pakistan on
Tuesday agreed to resolve

issues through bilateral dis-
cussion under the Indus Water
Treaty during the 118th meet-
ing of the Permanent Indus
Commission (PIC) here. 

The two-day meeting
which started on Monday was
held in a cordial manner, the
ministry of external affairs
said. The Commission appre-
ciated the commitment of the
two sides to interact frequent-
ly and resolve issues through
bilateral discussions under the
Indus Water Treaty. It was
agreed to hold the next meet-
ing of the PIC in Pakistan on
mutually convenient dates.

The Indian delegation was
led by A.K. Pal, the Indian
Commissioner for Indus
Waters and the visiting
Pakistan delegation was led by
Syed Muhammad Mehar Ali
Shah, the Pakistan

Commissioner for Indus
Waters.  During the meeting,
annual report of the PIC for the
year ending on March 31, 2022
was finalised and signed.

The PIC meeting is held
annually under the Indus
Waters Treaty (IWT) 1960.  The
latest round was held within
three months of the last meet-
ing in Islamabad. The 117th
meeting of the Permanent Indus
Commission (PIC) was held
from March 1-3 in Islamabad.
The Indian team was led by PK
Saxena, the then Indus
Commissioner for India.

As per the provisions of the
Indus Water Treaty (IWT)
1960 — between India and
Pakistan over sharing of the
waters of the six rivers of the
Indus basin — both the coun-
tries are to have Indus
Commissioners, and the
Permanent Indus Commission
is to meet at least once every
year, alternatively in India and
Pakistan.
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The ITBP Motor Transport
Department trainees have

developed E-Auto (electric
auto-rickshaw) from scrap with
a seating capacity for five pas-
sengers and battery backup of
six hours. The vehicle attains a
speed of 20-25 km/hour.

"The  E-Drive Auto ‘Hawk’
has been made by the trainees
of the Indo-Tibetan Border
Police (ITBP) Auto Electrician
course as a learning project by
overhauling and assembling

scrap to run the vehicle at
Transport Training School,
Transport Battalion ITBP
Chandigarh. Maximum speed
of the e-vehicle is 20-25Km/hr
with seating capacity of 5 per-
sons and battery backup for 6
hours," said ITBP
Spokesperson Vivek Pandey.

The Hawk will have four
lead acid type batteries and
BLDC (Brushless Direct
Current ) motor that provides
direct drive. It has telescopic
shock absorbers on the front
and leaf spring type on the rear.
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From Page 1

The amended law makes it
a non-bailable offence to carry
along more than one sealed
bottle of liquor from neigh-
bouring States and carries a
maximum punishment of five
years in jail along with a fine of
Rs 5,000 or 10 times the rev-
enue the State would have lost
from the bottle, whichever is
higher.

Under the applicable excise
law, a person is allowed to carry
a single unit unsealed bottle
procured from other States at
a time into UP.
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From Page 1

''Now India extends a hand of friendship not under com-
pulsion but to help others as was done by providing Covid vac-
cines to several countries,'' the prime minister added.  Referring
to the under-construction AIIMS in Bilaspur, he said, ''We plan
to build a medical college in every district of the country.'' ''I do
not consider myself prime minister. Rather, I consider myself as
'pradhan sevak' and a member of the family of 130-crore Indians
and my life is for them,'' Prime Minister Modi told the rally. Before
the rally, interacted virtually with beneficiaries of various Central
schemes and released Rs 21,000 crore as the 11th installment of
the Kisan Samman Nidhi.

Following his arrival at the Mall Road in the Himachal
Pradesh capital, Modi, accompanied by Chief Minister Jai Ram
Thakur, walked to the venue of the rally in Ridge Maidan around
11.30 pm. There the Prime Minister interacted with the bene-
ficiaries of the Central schemes from across the country.

During one such interaction, Modi told Santoshi, a woman
from Karnatka's Kalaburagi, that he was impressed by the way
she expressed her views and had she been a BJP worker he would
have asked her to contest polls. An ex-serviceman from Ladakh
told the prime minister that he has benefitted from the Jal Jeevan
Mission and PM Aawas Yojana and faced no hiccup in availing
the benefits of the scheme.
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There was also a revival in contact-intensive services in the
last quarter which has helped the GDP print reach respectable
levels. The GDP had grown by 2.5 per cent in the January-March
quarter in the previous year.

Separately, the eight core infrastructure industries grew by
8.5 per year-on-year in April 2022, a six-month high. Except crude
oil and steel, all other infrastructure industries recorded posi-
tive growth during the month.

Crude oil output has been weak for quite some time and
has been in contraction now for 53 months. This means the coun-
try's dependence on global crude oil will be even higher, which
is on the boil leading to imported inflation and its associated con-
sequences for the economy.

Rumki Majumdar, Economist, Deloitte India, said the dif-
ference between the real and nominal GDP suggests that infla-
tion has been a persistent problem, and the economy has been
fighting the challenge of rising prices for a long time now.

"Government's intervention in the form of duty cuts on
imports, subsidies on fertilisers and cooking gas, duty cuts on
fuels to protect consumers and businesses from high inflation
is likely to impact the fiscal deficit in the coming quarters."

According to the data released by the National Statistical
Office (NSO), India's real GDP grew to Rs 147.36 lakh crore from
Rs 135.58 lakh crore in 2020-21.

Gross value added (GVA) growth during the fiscal ending
March 2022 was at 8.1 per cent as against a contraction of 4.8
per cent in the preceding year.

The GVA growth in the manufacturing sector accelerated
to 9.9 per cent during the year as against a contraction of 0.6 per
cent earlier.      GVA growth in both mining and construction
was 11.5 per cent. These two large segments of the economy had
contracted in the COVID-hit 2020-21.

However, agriculture sector growth decelerated to 3 per cent
from 3.3 per cent in FY21.
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Kumar said, "Her school
was located far away and my
wife had to walk on foot to
reach there. The boundary wall
of the school was not there and
it was not safe.” Referring to the
recent episode Kumar said,
"We both visited the director’s
office on Monday and submit-
ted an application to transfer
both of us at one place to
ensure our safety". He said the
list was published late in the
night and in the morning when
I dropped her at the school and
returned to my class in my
school I was informed by my
headmistress to join her to a
hospital to shift her ailing
daughter. Kumar said, "As we
reached hospital I was informed
that my wife was targeted and
had received bullet wounds.

������"""
From Page 1
CAs Congress which gave

an almost even electoral fight
in the last Assembly polls
remains  the main political rival
to the BJP, the AAP will also
make its foray after  somewhat
entrenching itself  in the local
elections in Surat.

The BJP, however, is confi-
dent to continue its rule in the
home State of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, given the orga-
nizational "disarray" of the
Congress in the State, accord-
ing to senior BJP leaders.

Modi had last week visit-
ed Rajkot and Gandhi Nagar
inaugurating a super specialty
hospital and ultramodern
Nano fertilizer plant and
addressing 7,000 representa-
tives from cooperative 
sector.
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As hundreds of trees were
uprooted during thunder-

storm and heavy rains in
national Capital on Monday
evening, Lieutenant-Governor
(L-G) Vinai Kumar Saxena on
Tuesday expressed concern and
assured rectification of causes
so that such incidents are not
repeated. The L-G has directed
officials to ensure that decon-
cretising of one square meter
around bases of trees was done

meticulously. The Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD)
reported that over 215 trees had
uprooted while New Delhi
Municipal Council (NDMC)
reported around 100 such cases.

The L-G reiterated that
exercise of pruning and clear-
ing of base of trees should be
undertaken immediately and
completed at earliest. The L-G
laid emphasis on pruning of all
weak, diseased and unevenly
grown trees immediately. He
ordered trimming of weak

branches, mostly hanging over
roads that posed a serious
threat to commuters. Saxena
also instructed civic bodies to
identify trees whose roots had
weakened due to concretisation
of pavements and asked them
to take necessary steps to
improve health of such trees.  

According to officials, the
L-G had, right on first day in
office, directed officials to sci-
entifically prune trees that were
above 45 feet in height and 10
feet above surface. As per

MCD, 750 workers were
deployed to remove debris from
roads that were blocked after
215 trees were uprooted on
Monday. 

The MCD received around
155 complaints of trees falling
from Rohini, Ajmeri Gate,
Dariyaganj, Pahadganj,
Narayana, Jamia Nagar, Okhla,
New Friends Colony, Jangpura,
Bawana Depot, Azadpur, Civil
Lines, Jama Masjid, Vikaspuri,
Saket, Sundar Nagri, Anand
Vihar and Mayur Vihar etc.
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Aday after Delhi Health
Minister Satyendar Jain’s

arrest, Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal called the case filed by
the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) “completely fake and
fraud” and said that Jain was
targeted due to “political rea-
sons”. 

Kejriwal also claimed that
his Government was honest
and his “Government does not
tolerate corruption” and like
many other MLAs of the party,
the Delhi Health Minister will
also be acquitted by the court.

“I have personally studied
this (Jain's arrest by the ED)
case. We neither tolerate cor-
ruption nor do we do corrup-
tion. We have a very honest
Government. He has been tar-
geted because of political rea-
sons," Kejriwal said while
addressing the media. The
Chief Minister further said

that he was a hardcore patriot
and an honest person. "We are
hardcore patriots. We consid-
er corruption a betrayal of the
country. 

We can die but cannot
betray our country," Kejriwal
said. Citing the recent case of
Punjab, he said that State
Health Minister Vijay Singla
was sacked over graft charges.
He was arrested soon after, with
Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann asserting that
his Government has zero-tol-
erance for corruption.

"We sent our Minister to
jail. Neither the media nor the
Opposition knew about his
corruption and we could have
suppressed the matter, but we
didn't. Even in 2015, I had
sacked my Food Minister
(Asim Ahmed Khan) and
handed him over to the CBI.
Nobody would have seen this
level of honesty from any polit-
ical party in the world," he said.

Kejriwal asserted that if
there was even one per cent of

truth in the allegations against
Jain, he would have himself

sacked him. "We follow Bhagat
Singh's ideals. He gave his life
for the country. Every AAP
worker knows that if they have
to stay in the party, they should
be ready to sacrifice their lives
and go to jail. 

He (Jain) is a brave, hard-
core patriot and this experience
will only strengthen his
resolve," he said.

Opposition leaders have
slammed the Central
Government for the action by
central probe agencies against
rivals. "Satyendar Jain arrested
under PMLA for alleged
money laundering. 

PMLA’s misuse rampant. A
weapon that often serves not
legal but political ends. (sic),"
former Union Minister Kapil
Sibal tweeted.

Former Jammu and
Kashmir Chief Minister Farooq
Abdullah also appeared for
questioning on Tuesday in a
money laundering case.  
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The BJP on Tuesday sought
the resignation of Delhi

Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
and Health Minister Satyendar
Jain, who was arrested by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
in connection with a money
laundering case, alleging the
Health Minister, had been act-
ing at the behest of the Aam
Aadmi Party's (AAP) chief.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, BJP national spokesper-
son Gaurav Bhatia refuted the
AAP's charge of "political
vendetta" saying the BJP
Government at the Centre has
zero tolerance to corruption
and will continue to target
graft. The APP has alleged
that Jain's arrest was linked to
the upcoming polls in

Himachal Pradesh as he is the
party’s in-charge in the State
which is going to polls by the
year-end.

Rejecting the AAP’s con-
tention Bhatia asserted that
no court had quashed any pro-
ceedings of the central agencies
in a corruption case. 

The allegations of money
laundering against Jain are
serious, Bhatia said and noted
that the Minister had so far not
got relief from any court.It is
clear that Kejriwal has no
morality left, the BJP
spokesperson claimed.

He also cited the case of
former Punjab Health Minister
Vijay Singla who was also
arrested in a corruption case
recently and alleged that the
AAP has maintained a "100 per
cent corruption" record. 

NEW DELHI: Following heavy rainfall and thunderstorm pack-
ing winds of up to 100 kmph in national Capital on Monday,
Delhi Traffic Police received 352 calls related to traffic conges-
tion, 14 calls regarding building or wall collapse and 294 calls
on uprooted trees. The traffic police said its control room received
over 350 calls about congestion, failure of traffic signals, uproot-
ing of trees and electricity poles and snapping of overhead elec-
tricity wires and cables.  “During massive thunderstorm & rain
yesterday that brought city to a standstill, @dtptraffic acted with
alacrity & promptness. All resources were mobilised quickly to
clear roads & regulate traffic. Real time info shared through social
media to help people,” Delhi Police wrote on Twitter. SR
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Gangster Lawrence Bishnoi,
who is suspected to be

involved in the killing of pop-
ular Punjabi singer-turned-
Congress leader Sidhu
Moosewala, moved the Delhi
High Court on Tuesday, urging
that his custody should not be
given to the Punjab Police.
Bishnoi is currently lodged in
high security Tihar jail. The
Division Bench of Acting Chief
Justice Vipin Sanghi directed
the petition to be listed before
the concerned Bench for hear-
ing on Wednesday. 

“The petitioner has appre-
hensions of a fake encounter by
the Punjab Police due to the
political unrest between polit-
ical parties in Punjab,” said
Bishnoi’s counsel in the peti-
tion, which also seeks a direc-
tion for ensuring his security in
case he is taken on transit
remand to Punjab.

Earlier, on Monday, a local
court in Delhi had refused to
entertain a plea by Bishnoi. In
that plea too Bishnoi had
expressed apprehension of a
fake encounter by the Punjab
Police. Citing the press con-
ference given by Punjab Police
on May 29, Bishnoi said that
the investigating agency is
falsely implicating him in the

murder case of Moosewala. 
A similar petition was

moved by him before Punjab
and Haryana High Court also.
The plea states, “Punjab Police
has falsely implicated the name
of the petitioner in the recent
murder of Moosewala and
there is public rage against the
petitioner due to the unverified
statement made by the Punjab
Police in the media.”
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The Arvind Kejriwal
Government has decided to

revamp 500 kilometres of city
roads as per European
Standards. Delhi Chief
Minister, Kejriwal also inspect-
ed pilot stretch developed from
Delhi’s Britannia Chowk to
Outer Ring road on Tuesday
and directed Public Works
Department (PWD) officials to
"improve work" on horticulture
segment of stretch. Kejriwal,

accompanied by deputy CM
Manish Sisodia and senior offi-
cials of PWD, expressed his
unhappiness towards horticul-
ture work on stretch and
implied that it should be
improved. “We are beautifying
500 km PWD roads in Delhi
on European standards. 

For this we are developing
16 stretches on pilot basis
across city. These pilot projects
are likely to be completed by
September or October. We will
then review and finalise a

model which will be best suit-
ed for redevelopment of roads,”
said Kejriwal. “After completion
of the pilot project, the best
model will be chosen and
applied to the 500 kms across
Delhi to redesign them at par
with European standards,” said
Kejriwal. 

A total of five kms from
Britannia Chowk to Outer
Ring Road stretch is being
redeveloped. Officials said that
of this a total of two kms is
redeveloped as part of pilot. 
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The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) on Tuesday wrote to

Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) Special Officer
Ashwini Kumar opposing the
unnecessary and unwarranted
hike in house tax. 

Addressing the media, AAP
senior leader and MCD In-
charge Durgesh Pathak said,
“BJP-ruled MCD is yet again
trying to raise house tax,
adding to the financial burdens
of Delhi residents. MCD has

the potential to collect house
tax worth Rs 4,700 crore from
the 27.5 lakh registered prop-
erties but only Rs 1,750 crore
reaches the treasuries. Every
year around Rs 3,000 crore
worth of house tax revenue is
squandered due to the flagrant
corruption by the civic body. If
this enormous gap between the
expected revenue and the actu-
al amount MCD collects is
filled, there would be no need
to increase the house tax. AAP
has a number of suggestions
which it would like to discuss

with Ashwini Kumar; I am
hopeful he will take out time
for a meeting.

“Through my letter, I have
asked SO Kumar to give us
time for a meeting. My team
and I intend to share our ideas
with him and discuss ways to
improve the collection process
of the Corporation. The MCD
does not need to go the extra
mile to generate the required
amount of revenue; it already
has a sufficient number of
identified houses to source its
house tax. 

NEW DELHI: The Delhi
Police on Tuesday obtained
three days’ custody of jailed
gangster Lawrence Bishnoi in
connection with an old case
registered under Arms Act
and for assault on a public ser-
vant.

According to officials,
after questioning in Tihar jail,
Bishnoi was produced before
a Delhi court which granted
police Bishnoi’s custody to
grill him in connection with
case wherein three criminals
were arrested after a brief
encounter with a Special Cell
unit last month. During inter-
rogation, the criminals had
disclosed that weapons recov-
ered from them were supplied

by Bishnoi, a senior police offi-
cial said. "Since Bishnoi has
been taken into police custody,
we will also be questioning
him in connection with the
killing of Moosewala in
Punjab," he added. 

According to police,
Bishnoi has been arrested in
connection with FIR
NO.83/22 according to  which
three sharpshooters of dread-
ed ‘Gogi Gang’, named
Mukesh (32), Harvinder (29)
and Shakti (22) were involved
in firing on rival gang mem-
bers and their family mem-
bers, firing on the house of an
Assistant Superintendent of
Tihar Jail, and killing eyewit-
ness of a murder case. SR
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Delhi Congress president
Anil Kumar slammed

the AAP and demanded
immediate sacking of Health
Minister Satyendar Jain from
the Delhi Cabinet. He said
that instead of sacking a cor-
rupt Minister like Jain, Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal was
trying to defend him, and the
person who defends corrup-
tion, is guilty of it too. 
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On the last day of nomina-
tions to 57 vacant seats in

the Rajya Sabha, the BJP on
Tuesday queered the pitch for
the Congress by backing two
prominent media personali-
ties — Subhash Chandra of Zee
Group and Kartikeya Sharma
of NewsX as independent can-
didates from Rajasthan and
Haryana respectively. 

Kartikeya, the son of for-
mer Congress leader Venod
Sharma and incumbent
Ambala Mayor Shakti Rani
Sharma, is also the son-in-law
of former Haryana speaker
Kuldeep Sharma. While Venod
Sharma is not in Congress,
Kuldeep Sharma is a veteran
Congressman.

Kartikeya’s entry could
mean trouble for Congress
nominee Ajay Maken in
Haryana against whom there is
also a resentment from a sec-
tion of Congress MLAs who
consider him an ‘outsider’.

On the other hand while
Randeep Singh Surjewala and
Mukul Wasnik are on safe
wickets in Rajasthan, Pramod
Tiwari could lose in case
Subhash Chandra can manage
the surplus votes of the BJP and
also of some disgruntled
Congress leaders, who have
openly questioned the fielding
of outsiders from the state and
even the Independents.

Subhash Chandra contest-
ed the Rajya Sabha elections
earlier as an independent can-
didate from Haryana in 2016
and won after 12 Congress
votes were rejected due to the

use of a different pen.
The BJP’s moves come

even as resentment continued
to pour in within the Congress
over some candidatures like
that of Imran Pratapgarhi from
Maharashtra leading to Ashish
Deshmukh, the MPCC gener-
al secretary, resigning from
his post in protest.

Insiders said Congress
chief Sonia Gandhi spoke over
phone with senior party leader
Ghulam Nabi Azad, the most
notable omission in the nom-
inations for the RS. From the
BJP, sources said the party has
different plans for Union
Minister Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi
who has not been nominated.

Senior Congress leader and
former CM Prithviraj Chavan,
too, expressed displeasure over
the decision to field Pratapgarhi
from Maharashtra. Chavan
said instead of the poet-politi-
cian, Congress veteran and
former Union minister Mukul
Wasnik, who hails from
Maharashtra, should have been
fielded from the state for the

biennial polls to the Upper
House from Rajasthan.

BJP announced 22 candi-
dates for the polls including
Union ministers Piyush Goyal,
Nirmala Sitharaman. Eight BJP
candidates filed their nomina-
tions in the presence of Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath. Those who filed
nominations are the BJP's OBC
Morcha national president K
Laxman, former BJP state chief
Laxmikant Vajpayee, Mithilesh
Kumar, Radha Mohan Das
Aggarwal, Surendra Singh
Nagar, Baburam Nishad,
Darshana Singh and Sangeeta
Yadav.

Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman, and
actor-politician Jaggesh of the
BJP, were among the prominent
faces to file their nominations
from Karnataka. JD(S) claimed
that its patriarch former Prime
Minister H D Deve Gowda had
spoken to Congress President
Sonia Gandhi, and she and
other party leaders had con-
sented to support its candidate.
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With existing tobacco-
related legislation failing

to curb the menace, health
experts and celebrities on
Tuesday sought making the
COTPA law more stringent to
tighten the noose around
tobacco manufacturers and
prevent them from enticing
the youth and kids with lucra-
tive advertisements and pro-
motional activities.

The Government has pro-
posed amendments in the
Cigarettes and other Tobacco
Products Act 2003 (COTPA)
laws including ban on Point of
Sale (any location where
tobacco products are adver-
tised, displayed, and pur-
chased) and designated smok-
ing areas in restaurants, hotels
and airports etc. Renowned
wrestler and actor Sangram
Singh said there has been
alarming evidence of wide-

spread advertising and pro-
motional activities that influ-
ences children to start smok-
ing and potentially develop the
habit for a lifetime addiction
that could kill them.

He expressed concern that
despite the ban on tobacco
advertisements, the industry is
spending a hefty amount on
promotion of such items by
adopting various marketing
tactics. "They eye youth as
their probable client to turn
them into tobacco-addicted
youth. I request the govern-
ment that proposed amend-
ments in COTPA, particular-
ly ban on POS and prohibiting
DSAs be given go ahead at the
earliest," he said at an event
held here on the eve of World
No Tobacco Day. On the occa-
sion, journalists Archana Jyoti
from The Pioneer, Nitendra
Singh from DD News and
Rajiv Kumar Mishra from
CNN News18 were also con-
ferred with an award for cre-

ating awareness in the sector
through media.

Earlier, noted epidemiologist
Chandrakant Lahariya said,
“Children and non-tobacco users
too visit the POS  and are at risk
of getting addicted. Giving relax-
ation on POS is like inviting a
tobacco pandemic.”

He cited various studies
showing how tobacco users
have become vulnerable to
the deadly infection during the
pandemic. "We are losing 1.3
million Indians every year to

tobacco-related diseases. Apart
from cancer, tobacco is also a
major cause of a wide range of
chronic and life-threatening
conditions like lung diseases,
cardiovascular diseases, and
strokes to name a few," he said,
supporting the demand to ban
DSA, which according to him
were a health risk to non-
smokers. Dr Uma Kumar,
HOD of Rheumatology,
AIIMS, New Delhi, said tobac-
co companies that make prod-
ucts like cigarettes and gutkha
are specifically targeting
teenagers and kids. "They
prominently display their
advertisements near school
and colleges so that they are
visible to the impressionable
minds. Tobacco is a burden on
the environment also as its cul-
tivation is said to infertile the
land," she said.

"��

��
����
&/ �,
���
����
	��������
�	
�2�	����
����������
����	
��
����
������3
*2����	


��
����
�������������
���	
���


Aday after the weather
department came under a

lot of fire over its prediction
with regard to the onset of
monsoon this year, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) on Tuesday clarified
that monsoon rainfall during
the next four months (June to
September) is likely to be “nor-
mal” at 103% of long-period
average (LPA), with a model
error of +/-4%. The IMD made
the observations while pre-
senting its second stage long-
range forecast (LRF) for mon-
soon on Tuesday.  

“The southwest monsoon
seasonal rainfall over the mon-
soon core zone, which consists
of most of the rainfed agricul-
ture regions is most likely to be
Above Normal (>106% of
LPA),” according to the IMD.

A controversy has broken
out over the India Meteorology
Department (IMD) declaring
the onset of the South-West

monsoon on Sunday (May
29), with top officials in the
government wondering if the
set norms for such a declara-
tion have been followed.

Addressing a press con-
ference, IMD’s Director
General Dr Mrutyunjay
Mohapatra said that the aver-
age rainfall this monsoon sea-
son is expected to be 103 per
centof the long period average.
“ Normal or above normal
rainfall is most likely over
many parts of northwest &
central India, northern parts of
South Peninsula and some
parts of east India. Below nor-
mal rainfall is most likely over
many parts of northeast India,
some pockets of central & east
India and southern parts of
south peninsular India,” he
said. 
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An “anguished and embar-
rassed” BJP on Tuesday

asked its national vice presi-
dent and MP Dilip Ghosh to
“refrain from going to media
or any public forum” about
his fellow colleagues either in
West Bengal or anywhere else,
Ghosh was the Bengal BJP
chief earlier.

BJP national general sec-
retary Arun Singh wrote to
Ghosh in this regard but,
ironically, the letter itself
found its way to public forum.

Singh said that he was
writing to Ghosh on the

instructions of party president
JP Nadda and that the MP has
been warned before to be
cautious in his dealings with
the media.

The letter states, “This
was pointed to you on sever-
al occasions by the party
leadership in the fond hope
that you will take note. 

In a recent interview, your
comments in the electronic
media and perhaps on other
forums have been openly crit-
ical of senior state func-
tionaries. Such comments will
only hurt and harm the party
and negate your own hard
work in the past.”
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday directed the

Pharmacy Council of India to
accept and process the applica-
tions of new pharmacy colleges
which had moved the Delhi and
Karnataka High Courts against
a moratorium issued by the
statutory body.

Expressing concern over
the mushrooming of pharmacy
colleges in the country, the top
court said nowadays, education
has become an industry, and
there are big business houses.

"Because of the high cost of
medical education here, stu-
dents from India were required

to go to Ukraine. It is much
cheaper there," the apex court
said. A vacation bench of jus-
tices B R Gavai and Hima Kohli
made the observation while
hearing an appeal filed by the
Pharmacy Council of India
against the orders of the two
high courts.

"By way of ad-interim
orders, we direct the Pharmacy
Council of India to accept and
process the application of the
applicants who were petitioners
before the high court and no
final decision be taken on
approval or disapproval till final
decision," the bench said, post-
ing the matter for hearing on
July 26. 
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday wondered why the

National Green Tribunal is
taking up letter petitions filed
by lawmakers. 

A vacation bench of

Justices BR Gavai and Hima
Kohli said it thought the NGT
jurisdiction was available to
persons who can't approach
courts. "What is this, the
National Green Tribunal is
also entertaining letters from
Members of Parliament. We
thought that this jurisdiction

was available for have-nots
and persons who can't
approach courts. Ordinary cit-
izens and not legislators," the
bench observed. 

The observation came
while hearing the Andhra
Pradesh Government's appeal
against an NGT order halting
construction work at
Rushikonda Hills in
Visakhapatnam. Senior advo-
cate Abhishek Manu Singhvi,
appearing for the state, said it
is an important public interest

project for tourism. More than
300 people have been employed
and Rs 180 crore invested, he
said. 

At this juncture, the bench
asked if he has a copy of the
judgment which says NGT is a
tribunal subordinate to the
High Court under Article 227
of the Constitution. Singhvi
sought time to find this out and
the matter was posted for hear-
ing on Wednesday. The NGT
had passed the order on a
petition filed by M P K. Raghu
Ramakrishna Raju, alleging
violation of CRZ norms by the
project. The National Green
Tribunal was established under
the National Green Tribunal
Act 2010 for effective and
expeditious disposal of cases
relating to environmental pro-
tection.
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Giving a boost to indigenous
production of missile sys-

tems, the Defence Ministry on
Tuesday signed a contract
worth Rs 2,971 crore with the
Bharat Dynamics Limited
(BDL) for supply of ASTRA
MK-I Beyond Visual Range
(BVR) Air to Air Missile
(AAM) and associated equip-
ment for the Indian Air Force
and Indian Navy under Buy
(Indian-IDDM) category.

Giving details of the con-
tract, officials said here till
now, the technology to manu-
facture missiles of this class
indigenously was not avail-
able. ASTRA MK-I BVR AAM
has been indigenously designed
and developed by the Defence
Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO) based
on the requirements of the
IAF catering for Beyond Visual
Range as well as Close Combat
Engagement reducing the
dependency on foreign sources.
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As Monkeypox infections
soar past 300 in non-

endemic countries also, the
Centre on Tuesday issued
guidelines on management of
the infection to States and
Union Territories that stress
on surveillance and preven-
tion measures, such as rapid
contact-tracing, isolation, and
containment of suspected
Monkeypox cases besides
monitoring of contacts for at
least daily for signs and symp-
toms for 21 days from the last
contact with a patient or their
contaminated materials.

“Even one infection has
to be treated as an outbreak
and a detailed investigation
through the Integrated
Disease Sur vei l lance
Programme has to be initiat-
ed”, as per the 'Guidelines on
Management of Monkeypox
Disease'.

The guidelines mandate
the need to reduce the risk of
human-to-human transmis-
sion. 

The Health Ministry stat-

ed that India needs to be pre-
pared in view of the increas-
ing reports of cases in non-
endemic countries even as no
case of Monkeypox virus has
been reported in the country
so far.

The guidelines explain the
infection prevention and con-
trol measures, patient isola-
tion, ambulance transfer
strategies, and additional pre-
cautions that need to be taken
care of. It lists following mea-
sures:

Contacts should be mon-
itored at least daily for signs
and symptoms for 21 days
from the last contact with a
patient or their contaminated
materials.

The guidelines proposed a
surveillance strategy to rapid-
ly identify cases, clusters of
infections, and sources of

infections as soon as possible
in order to isolate cases to pre-
vent further transmission.

The aim will be to provide
optimal clinical care, identify
and manage contacts, and
protect frontline health work-
ers.

Then effective control and
preventive measures based on
the identified routes of trans-
mission will be implemented.

All the clinical specimens
should be transported to the
apex laboratory of ICMR-
NIV Pune through the
Integrated Disease
Surveillance Programme net-
work of the respective district
or state.

There the Monkeypox
infection would be confirmed
either by a PCR test or
sequencing.

The guidelines state that
preventive measures include
avoiding contact with any
material of the sick person,
isolation of infected patients
from others, practising good
hand hygiene, and using
appropriate personal protec-
tive equipment when caring
for patients.
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Smarting from the Centre’s
alleged non-release of

NREGA funds — desperately
needed to be cleared ahead of
the next year’s rural elections —
a fuming Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on Tuesday
attacked the Narendra Modi
Government for running an
“adulterated” system. NREGA
is national rural employment
scheme ensuring 100 days’
work for the rural population.

Calling upon the parties to
dislodge the BJP from power in
2024 the Chief Minister said
“Modi babu is celebrating eight
years in power but let me tell
you that BJP will be gone in the
general elections … There will
be ‘No Entry’ board for the BJP
in 2024 … the people of India
will ensure that the adulterat-
ed politics of hate and violence

gets no place
in the coun-
try.”

In an
apparent bid
to join cause
with the
other opposi-
tion parties
like Laloo
Y a d a v ,
S a t y e n d r a
Jain et al
Banerjee said
“ t h e y
(Centre) are
sending cen-
tral agencies
at the doors of opposition lead-
ers … sending them to jail on
various vindictive pretexts …
But what about the counterfeit
currency that the BJP
Government circulated after
demonetization … all the Rs
500 notes are counterfeit … this

Government
is a counter-
f e i t
Government
… for this
reason all
a g e n c i e s
should knock
at the doors
of all the BJP
leaders and
all their lead-
ers should be
sent to jail.”

T h e
C h i e f
M i n i s t e r
w h o s e

nephew Abhishek Banerjee is
facing charges in coal and cat-
tle smuggling cases said “the
BJP is sending CBI, ED after
some people for coal and cat-
tle scam … but both coal and
cattle are to be minded by the
Centre … while the coal mines

are taken care of by the central
forces the BSF has to guard the
smuggling of cow … so how
come other people who is not
related to the Central govern-
ment in the picture … this a
clear vendetta politics and that
must end.”

She said that the people are
determined to throw the BJP
out of power, as they were “fed
up with their anti-people
schemes and fake promises”
adding people were losing jobs,
prices were going high and they
(BJP) was busy scheming plans
against the opposition leaders
and creating a communal divi-
sion in the society.

“This Government must go
and they will go in 2024
because the people have decid-
ed to throw them out of power
… there will be No Entry
board for the BJP after 2024,”
Banerjee said.
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Perhaps in a first-of-its-kind
operation the Bengal Police

have unearthed an online
bomb delivery system at Kalna
sub-division in Burdwan dis-
trict of Bengal.

According to district police
officials two persons were
arrested in connection of the
offence. The scheme was sim-
ple and went like the online
home delivery system … the
miscreants used to publish
photographs of bombs of var-
ious calibers earmarking price
for them … then they would
invite offers from the prospec-
tive customers, officials 
said.

The price tag for Sutli
bomb — or the bombs rapped
in jute thread — was Rs 250 a
piece and the price of Box
bomb — where explosive was
stuffed inside a small tin con-
tainer — would be Rs 450 per
piece, sources said quoting the
arrested persons.

Once the orders were
placed and deals finalised the
bombs would be delivered at
appointed places, officials said
adding investigations were on
to find out larger links.

Meanwhile, as the news
became public the Opposition
parties launched an attack on
the Mamata Banerjee
Government for allowing the
State to sit on a powder 
keg.

Senior BJP leader Rahul
Sinha said, “earlier the
Government was running a
Duare Sarkar scheme (the
super hit scheme devised by the
TMC Government before last
year’s Assembly elections) that
reached Government services
to the door steps of the citizens)
now with the panchayat elec-
tions approaching they are
promoting Duare Bomb
scheme so as to handle the
opposition parties … The TMC
Government has taken Bengal
to the worst ever situation in
history.”
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Aglorious era will come to an end on
June 3, when two naval ships INS

Nishank and INS Akshay are decom-
missioned at a solemn ceremony at
Naval Dockyard in south Mumbai.

Making an announcement to this
effect, the Western Naval Command
(WNC) tweeted on Tuesday:
“#INSNishank (K43) part of the 22
Missile Vessel Sqn & #INSAkshay (P35)
part of the 23 Patrol Vessel Sqn, both
under the operational control of Flag
Officer Commanding, Maharashtra
Naval Area, will be decommissioned on
#03June 2022 after 32 years of glorious
service to the nation”.

A defence spokesperson said here
that INS Nishank and INS Akshay were
constructed and commissioned at Poti
Shipyard in present-day Georgia. “They
have been in active naval service for
more than 32 years and participated in
a number of naval operations including
Op Talwar during the Kargil War and

Op Parakram that was launched con-
sequent to the Parliament attack in
2001,” he said. INS Nishank was com-
missioned into the Indian Navy on
September 12, 1989.It is a Veer class
corvette ship of a length of 56 meter
(184 ft), 10.5 meter (34 ft) beam and 2.5
meter (8.2 ft) draught. It could notch up
a speed of 32 knots (59 km/h). It had a
displacement capacity of 455 tons (full
load). Commissioned into the Indian
Navy on December 10,
1990, INS Akshay is
Abhay class corvette
ship. The 56 meter
(183.7 ft) long ship
with 10.2 meter (33 ft)
beam and 3.3 meter (
11 ft) draft, had a dis-
placement capacity of
485 tonnes (full load).
Propelled by two diesel
motors with 16,184 hp
and 2 shafts, the ship
could travel at a speed
of 28 knots (52 km/h).
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Founder of the Jammu and
Kashmir Panthers Party

Prof Bhim Singh, also known
as Sher-e-Jammu, passed away
on Tuesday after a prolonged
illness in Jammu. He was 81
and survived by his wife and
son.

Born in August, 1941 in
Ramnagar area of the erst-
while state of J&K, Prof Singh
founded the Panthers Party in
1982, along with his wife Jay
Mala. He remained the party
chairman for about three
decades. He served the state in
his capacity as MP, MLA and
later as MLC.  Before founding
the National Panthers Party, he
was a member of the Congress
and was the Vice President of
the India Youth Congress from
1977 till 1978.

In 2012 he handed over the
baton to his nephew Harsh Dev
Singh to run the party affairs.
However, he returned to active
politics last year amid growing
rifts within the party ranks.

Weeks before his death
senior party leaders  Harsh Dev
Singh and Balwant Singh
Mankotia jumped the sinking
ship to join Aam Aadmi party
in Jammu to resurrect their
own political careers.He sup-
ported  the  Congress-PDP
alliance government headed
by Mufti Mohd Sayeed between
2002-2008.

Condoling the demise,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
said Singh would be remem-
bered as a grassroots leader
who devoted his life for the
welfare of Jammu and Kashmir.

"He was very well-read
and scholarly. I will always
recall my interactions with
him. Saddened by his demise.
Condolences to his family and
supporters," Modi wrote on
Twitter.

His death has been
mourned by a cross section of
the society, including politi-
cians, social workers and busi-
nessmen.

"J&K National Panther
Party supremo Bhim Singh ji
passed away today. My earliest
memories of Bhim Singh ji go
all the way back to 1984 when
he joined with my father to
protest the unconstitutional
dismissal of the NC govern-
ment", tweeted former Chief
Minister and National
Conference Vice President

Omar Abdullah.
"Bhim Singh ji was a

unique politician with friends
cutting across political & geo-
graphic lines. He supported the
cause of Jammu with as much
ease as he did the cause of
Palestinians. From Yassar
Arafat to Col. Gaddafi he
seemed to have met them all
with amazing stories to tell.
Politics in J&K will be a bit less
interesting with the passing of
Bhim Singh ji. I join my father
& colleagues in conveying our
condolences to his family. May
his soul rest in peace", Omar
wrote on his twitter timeline
while paying rich tributes to
him.

BJP leader Devender Singh
Rana expressed his grief, tweet-
ing, “In the sad demise of Prof
Bhim Singh ji J&K has lost a
prominent political figure who
always raised the voice of the
people of J&K in all foras . A
firebrand leader who came
from a remote village in
Ramnagar evolved himself with
global exposure and under-
standing. RIP Prof Sahib”.

PDP leader Naeem Akhar
also remembered him and
wrote, "Recall a typically
accented roar from Bhim Singh
to Sheikh Abdullah in the
Assembly that was still housed
in the palace complex (old
Sectt):if you are Sher e Kashmir
I'm Sher e Jammu. Laughter by
SMA too.
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The tense by-poll from
Thrikkakara Assembly

constituency ended peacefully
by Tuesday evening without
any untoward incidents. All the
three main candidates, Uma
Thomas (Congress), Jo Joseph
(CPI-M) and A N
Radhakrishnan (BJP)
expressed confidence and said
they would emerge as winners.
According to initial indica-
tions, the constituency regis-
tered 66.78 per cent polling,
lesser than the 72  per cent reg-
istered during the 2021 assem-
bly polls.

Thrikkakkara, a Congress
citadel has always remained
with the  party since the con-

stituency was carved out in
2011. The bye-poll was neces-
sitated because of the demise of
P T Thomas, the party repre-
sentative who has been elected
in 2016 and 2021.

The month-long campaign
saw a high pitch propaganda by
the UDF and the LDF . Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan spent
almost three weeks in the con-
stituency leading gthe Marxist
attack from the front. All the 98
MLAs belonging to the LDF
were seen campaigning in the
constituency. “Each home in
the constituency was visited at
least 15 times by the LDF
MLAs as well as the leaders of
the CPI(M). I have never seen
such an all out election cam-
paign in this constituency or

anywhere in the State despite
the low stakes,” said Vishnu
Vijaya Kumar, an engineer-
turned-entrepreneur who is a
keen observer of politics.

Chief Minister Vijayan’s
contention that this was a gold-
en opportunity for the LDF to
score a century by winning
Thrikkakkara  shocked the
Congress camp but the
response was subdued. In nor-
mal circumstances, a chief
minister would not have given
this much significance to a bye-
poll, the  result of which is not
going to make any impact in
the current legislative assem-
bly,” said P Rajan, former senior
editor, Mathrubhumi and a
political commentator of
repute.
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The Enforcement Directorate
on Tuesday questioned

National Conference president
Farooq Abdullah for over three
hours in connection with a
money laundering case linked
to alleged financial irregulari-
ties in the Jammu and Kashmir
Cricket Association. The Lok
Sabha MP from Srinagar
reached the ED office at
Rajbagh here around 11 am.
Before going inside the ED
office, the former chief minis-
ter linked his questioning by the
ED with the forthcoming
assembly elections in Jammu
and Kashmir.

“I won't say much (about
the summons) … there are
elections to be held and they
will trouble us till then,” he said.

He looked relaxed while
leaving the office after being
grilled for nearly three-and-a-
half hours but refused to take
questions from the media wait-
ing outside. 

On May 27, the ED had
summoned Abdullah to its
Srinagar office in connection
with the case. The 84-year-old
three-time chief minister of the
erstwhile Jammu and Kashmir
state had recorded his state-
ment in the same case in 2019,
officials said. The National
Conference said the veteran
leader would continue to coop-
erate with the authorities like
he has done in the past. 

Abdullah was JKCA pres-
ident from 2001 to 2012 and
the scam being probed by the
Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) and the ED is about
alleged financial misappropri-
ation between 2004 and 2009.

The ED has attached prop-
erties worth over Rs 21 crore
already. This includes Rs 11.86
crore of immovable assets of
Abdullah. The ED claimed its
probe so far has “revealed that
Ahsan Ahmad Mirza in con-
nivance with other office bear-
ers of the JKCA, had misap-
propriated 
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President Ram Nath Kovind
will address the joint session

of Uttar Pradesh Legislature on
June 6. UP Assembly Speaker
Satish Mahana on Tuesday
presided over an all-party
meeting and sought coopera-
tion from the leaders for the
special session.

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath and Chairman of
the UP Legislative Council
Kunwar Manvendra Singh
were also present in the meet-
ing. Yogi said June 6 is going to
be an historic day for the UP
assembly in the year of Amrit
Mahotsav.

The CM said such events
strengthen parliamentary
democracy with positive dia-
logue. He said it is a matter of
great pleasure that leaders of all
parties have assured coopera-

tion for the success of the spe-
cial session on June 6.

Manoj Pandey from
Samajwadi Party, Ram Niwas
Verma from Apna Dal
(Sonelal), Ajay Kumar from
RLD,   Om Prakash Rajbhar
from SBSP, Virendra
Chowdhary from Congress,
and Raghuraj Pratap Singh &
Uma Shankar Singh from BSP
took part in the meeting.
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spending focused on develop-
ment, with China being the
favoured source of funding
and construction. A bankrupt
Colombo is to start negotia-
tions with IMF and World
Bank for a debt relief package.
For Sri Lanka, it is India’s 1991
moment. IMF conditionalities
will lead to more pain and
hardship for the people who
are enduring power cuts and
shortage in food, fuel and
medicines. Two immediate
IMF requirements will be roll-
back of tax cuts in 2019 and
reduction in the defence bud-
get, calls for which are being
made since the war was won
on May 18, 2009.

For former Colonel
Gotabaya Rajapaksa personal-
ly, defence cuts will be most
challenging. Already UN
agencies have been demand-
ing dismantling of several
task forces led by Generals and
equivalent, created by him. Sri
Lankan Army’s 100,000-force
will have to take a haircut. So
will the 1.93 per cent defence
budget which is 12.3 per cent
of Government spending. IMF
will want defence spending
shaved by nearly 1 per cent,
which Gotabaya will be unable
to do. But his successor may
do it at the risk of antagonis-

ing the military, which was
placed on a pedestal by the
Rajapaksas. Remember, Sri
Lankans respect and revere
their soldiers who terminat-
ed the 30-year-long war
against LTTE.

M e a n w h i l e ,
Wickeremesinghe is preparing
an interim six-month budget
while working on debt
restructuring and a macro-
economic plan. China is
unwilling to restructure its
debt. Wickeremesinghe is try-
ing to forge an international
consortium for assistance and
has called for bridging funds.
India has emerged the leader
in reaching out with relief
assistance “guided by democ-
ratic norms and interest of Sri
Lankans”. This is a far cry from
the IPKF era where everything
Indian was suspect and
abhorred. India, which has
extended a $3.5bn assistance
package since January is well
on its way to retrieving lost
goodwill and strategic divi-
dends won by China.
Similarly, Tamil Nadu has
provided assistance to the
Tamil North. Further, India
and Japan — once the biggest
donors to Sri Lanka — have
decided to jointly help the
island nation. Japan was

rebuffed twice when two
awarded projects — Eastern
Colombo Terminal in a trilat-
eral venture with India and Sri
Lanka, and a light rail project
in Colombo — were rescind-
ed.

In ongoing debate among
protestors and other Sri
Lankans, the unprecedented
uprising is not considered
politically driven, despite
goons instigated by the estab-
lishment leading the counter-
attack against protestors
demanding Rajapaksas’ resig-
nation. These attacks and
reprisals are seen as the State
creating fear and insecurity to
retain power. Interestingly,
Tamils have not joined the
protests though on May 18, for
the first time, Sinhalese took
part in remembering Tamil
victims of the Colombo war.
This is the first positive step
towards reconciliation.
Wickeremesinghe has
appointed a committee for
protection of protestors and
given them a voice on nation-
al policy in Parliament.

Social media has played a
pivotal role in the demolition
of the Rajapaksas. It has been
credited with national awak-
ening to the failures of politi-
cians. The Rajapaksas are
known to have used a TV
channel owned by their
friends to propagate their
narrative. But it was outed.
India has also come under the
scanner. It is being accused of
supporting the corrupt
Government. But India House
in Colombo was quick to
reiterate that it was being
guided by democratic norms
and the interests of the Sri
Lankans. This is India’s
moment to seize.

Wickeremesinghe has
taken the pressure off
President Rajapaksa. But it
can’t last long. The Rajapaksas
have been found out.

(The writer, a retired Lt
Gen, was Commander, IPKF
South, Sri Lanka, and founder
member of the Defence
Planning Staff, currently the
Integrated Defence Staff. The
views expressed are personal.)
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Sir — As per reports, India in the last few
years is heading for economic disaster with
the Wholesale Price Index inflation at 17-
year high while the Consumer Price
Index inflation is at an eight-year high. The
report says that as many as 8,81,254
Indians have given up their citizenship
since 2015 and 35,000 Indian entrepre-
neurs (High Net Worth Individuals) left
the country between 2014 and 2020. India’s
labour force shrank by 3.8 million in
March 2022. Unemployment rose across
sectors: 76 lakh jobs were lost in indus-
try, 41 lakh in manufacturing and 29 lakh
in construction.

Between 2014 and 2021, a total of
2,783 foreign companies shut shop in
India. These include General Motors,
Harley Davidson, Royal Bank of Scotland,
Citibank, Ford, Lafarge, Barclays, Cairn,
Henkel, Metro and Holcim. India received
$80 billion in foreign investment in 2020-
21, but it plummeted to $22 billion in
2021-22. Portfolio investments were $38
billion in 2020-21 but $15 billion was lost
in 2021-22. The NRI deposits also declined
by about $3 billion in FY2021-22. All this
shows that everything is not well with
Indian economy, which is shrinking day
by day. It is a serious cause for concern for
our country and her people.

Bhagwan Thadani | Mumbai
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Sir — In a multilingual and multicultur-
al country like India, the controversy over
imposing Hindi against the wishes of
southern Indian States with a distinct cul-
ture and languages has been a recurring
theme in the body politic of our nation.
With 22 official languages enshrined in the
Constitution, with diverse dialects, cus-
toms, faith and food habits, it is small won-
der that any attempt to impose Hindi on
southern States  has met with resistance
from the non-Hindi quarters. The north-
south divide and the controversy over
Hindi as the national language has erupt-
ed yet again snowballing into a Twitter war

between Bollywood actor Ajay Devgn and
Kannada actor Sujit Kiccha.

Although nearly 40 per cent of the
Indian population speaks Hindi, it’d mean
limiting India if we overlooked the poten-
tial of other languages as a medium to
unite the country. Take the case of films
like Pushpa, which has a supra national
footprint because of its creativity. Rather
than boasting the superiority of Hindi over
regional languages, one must strive on
breaking the silos. Language is no barri-
er to capture larger audiences. Creativity
knows no boundaries, and it has been aptly
demonstrated by the success of regional
language cinema across India. 

Vijay Singh Adhikari | Nainital
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Sir — Just a few days ago, the Madhya
Pradesh High Court had delivered a
judgment when a student studying in
fourth year MBBS course was falsely impli-
cated in a criminal case and remained in
jail for several years. Now comes the case

of Aryan Khan, who had also been impli-
cated in a false case, maybe just for extort-
ing money. Such witch-hunting in the
name of law should be stopped immedi-
ately.

The charge sheet filed by the NCB
dropping the case against Aryan because
of “no evidence” is an anti-climax to the
whole incident. Even during trial, it was
presented as if Aryan had international
drug connections. Now, the department
has dropped all charges against him and
it is clear that someone wanted Aryan to
remain in jail for fulfilling certain mali-
cious designs. For this botched investiga-
tion, the officers responsible should be
appropriately punished so that it serves as
a lesson for others. Both the above-cited
cases relate to false implication of inno-
cent citizens and are a totally mockery of
investigation.

Yash Pal Ralhan | Jalandhar
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It’s Day 54 of ‘Gota Go
Home’ protests. The protes-
tors representing all sections
of society have thinned but

the resolve to get President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa to step
down has strengthened. Ranil
Wickeremesinghe, a single
National List seat Prime Minister
rejected by the electorate, is
now being opposed by protestors
as ‘No Deal’ referring to payback
by Gotabaya for
Wickeremesinghe protecting the
family when he was the Prime
Minister.

The words ‘incredible’,
‘impossible’ and ‘unthinkable’
pop up in relation to the
impending political demise of
the Rajapaksa clan and apparent
rise of Wickeremesinghe. In
2013, Mahinda Rajapaksa, the
patriarch who was forced to
resign last month, when asked by
Al Jazeera about the Rajapaksa
magic, said: “What can I do?
People elect us! They can also
throw us out.” That is certainly
their fate in or before the next
elections. Gotabaya has not done
what he had promised: A 15-
member all-party interim
Government. Instead, it is a full
Government dominated by his
SLPP, defectors from SLPF and
Tamil EPDP. Wickeremesinghe
has been appointed Finance
Minister (no one wanted the
job), Minister for Stabilisation
and National Politics.

The protestors’ profile is
interesting: Educated and savvy
on social media, they are block-
ing entry to presidential secre-
tariat, PM’s residence and are
arrayed on the iconic Galle Face
Green. Most Colombans come to
walk on a straight track along the
seashore created by Charles
Ward in the 19th century to keep
Sri Lankans fit. Protestors want
an interim Government for eco-
nomic stabilisation; repeal of
20A which restored extraordi-
nary powers to President; and
early elections with a new elec-
toral system. The draft of 21A is
to be presented in Parliament
shortly.

This economic crisis is the
worst in Sri Lankan history.
The euphoria after the triumph
in the ethnic war led to reckless
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mainstream media, but which
needed to told viscerally, and
another from theTelugu film
industry,showcasing revolution-
ary fervour and its heroic resis-
tance to British oppression, on a
scale never attempted before.
These bold newinitiatives,tied to
Crown's occupation of the coun-
try, or the outcome of gross
blunders committed by the coun-
tr y 's  f irst  polit ical
dispensation,offereda welcome
relief from mindless movies. 

Post-pandemic, The Kashmir
Files (TKF)turned into one of the
biggest box office bonanzas unex-
pectedly, along with RRR and
KGF-2,jolting the conscience of the
nation as never before. Arthur
Koestler, British essayist par excel-
lence, had pertinently observed:
"The most savage battles have
always been fought for ideas."
And so,a very vocal segment of the
intelligentsia, never at ease with the
idea of Bharat, jumped into the
fray, questioning the harsh reality
of half a million Kashmiri pundits
being driven out at gunpoint,
despite overwhelming evidence.
Millions of moviegoers, who had
practically abandoned cinema,
floodedtheatres to watch TKF,giv-
ing it a huge shout out for content
and thematic excellence!Sick and
tired of the industry's belittling
Indic values, culture and way of
life, they dealt it a stinging slap.

Ram Gopal Varma, a veteran
film-maker, had tweeted:  "All pre-
sent and future film makers will
have to refer to Vivek Agnihotri's
Kashmir Files as the new bench
mark while making their next
film, because the shock wave it has
created will divide Bollywood into
two eras which is Pre-Kashmir
Files and Post Kashmir
Files."Having won accolades for

addressing highly disturbing issues
regarding PM Shastri's death in
The Tashkent Files, Agnihotri
turned his attention to the factors
behind the Kashmir exodus, some-
thing about which the nation has
never been very comfortable.The
director based his low budget
venture on years of ground
research and thousands of inter-
views with the actual victims, his
sights fixed on setting higher
norms of realism in movie mak-
ing. He completed the shoot
despite a thousand odds, buoyed
up by the conviction of being on
the right track. 

If The Kashmir Files created
history, then Rajamouli's RRR
had a much bigger impact on pub-
lic psyche, establishing bench-
marks in excellence.Set in the
British India of 1920s and shot on
an epic scale,the movie rose to be
one of the greatest hits in Indian
cinema, earning in excess of Rs
1,100 crore worldwide. What is
noteworthy is that the cinematic
Tsunami is conquering hearts and
minds not only in India, but glob-
ally as well.Scores of reviewersand
audiences in the US and elsewhere,
including Hollywood film makers
and critics,are actually going
bonkers over the insanely enter-
taining story, turning into
overnight fans of Junior NTR, Ram
Charan and Rajamouli. Some have
even asserted that it has out-
classed the Marvel series, which
has nothing comparable to offer.

However, one of the most
enduring and haunting images
from the RRR is the song
'KomuramBheemudo,' which for
the first time ever, makes the
audiences feel the agonizing pain
of revolutionaries undergoing hor-
rific tortures, even for the most tri-
fling transgressions.The valiant

band withstood extreme privations
at the notorious Cellular Jail in the
Andamans and elsewhere.
Barindra Ghosh, an accused in the
Alipore Bomb Case and Sri
Aurobindo's younger sibling, had
detailed these experiencesin The
Tale of My Exile.  NTR's iconic
smile in Bheemudo, even after
being mercilessly whiplashed at the
rack, at the instigation of the
British governor and his evil wife
(Alison Doody), reminds you of
the unparalleled sacrifice of
Khudiram Bose, the youngest and
the most fearless of revolutionar-
ies, who died laughing, undaunt-
ed by the prospect of imminent
hanging. The movie and the song
have sparked a massive patriotic
fervour.Both Bheem and Ram,
the fictional characters' name-
sakes,are an integral part of the
Ramayana and the Mahabharata. 

A section of reviewers in India
and the US, have however dis-
missedthe British characters in
RRR as 'cartoonish,' completely
missing the director's point of view,
projecting them as inherently
vicious, cruel, racist and overbear-
ing, which is what they were as
oppressors, treating Indians as
low life.Incidentally, Doody played
the second lead opposite Harrison
Ford in Steven Spielberg's land-
mark movie, Indiana Jones and the
Last Crusade, betraying him for
the sake of Nazis. Rajamouli firm-
ly rejects the British notions of
superiority even in cultural mat-
ters, which he powerfully high-
lightsin 'Naatu-Naatu.'  On the very
verge of being thrown out of the
venue, both Ram and Bheem rise
to the occasion, challenging the
occupiers in their own stronghold,
with a mesmeric display of their
perfectly synchronised moves,
which is a huge hit with the ladies!
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(The writer is strategic
affairs analyst and
author. The views

expressed are personal.)

Why are Indians curi-
ous about the British
Royal family even

after India's Independence?
We know the nursery rhyme
from our childhood times,
"Pussy cat, pussy cat, where
have you been? I have been to
London to look at  the
Queen." Then TV series like
'Crown" and "Jewel in the
Crown" also revived the
memories of the colonial
past. English is still the lingua
franca of the Indian elite.

The Queen's connection
with India has been long. The
Nizam of Hyderabad present-
ed her with a diamond tiara
made by Cartier as her wed-
ding present. The famous
Kohinoor diamond is sitting in
her crown. India, projected as
a 'jewel in the Crown' by the
British, held a special place in

the post-colonial world.
The Queen has visited

India thrice during her long
reign. People had lined up on
the streets (including me as a
child ) to greet the Royal cou-
ple. Her children, including
the future King Charles, are
also familiar with India
through their visits.

It is time to look back on
when Britain celebrates Queen
Elizebeth's Platinum jubilee to
mark her reign from June 2 to
June 6. The Royal couple's
maiden visit was in 1961 at the
invitation of the then President
Dr Rajendra Prasad. They vis-
ited Bombay (now Mumbai),
Madras (now Chennai), Jaipur,
Agra and Calcutta (now
Kolkata). They were also the
guests of honour at the
Republic Day parade. The
Maharaja of Jaipur had even

organised a tiger hunting ses-
sion for the royals.

Their second visit was in
1983 at the invitation of
President Giani Zail Singh.
This time they stayed at the
refurbished wing of the
Rashtrapati Bhavan. The
TheQueen presented Mother
Theresa with an honorary
Order of Merit. The Queen
also visited the historic Red
Fort. She was 'carried' in a
mock palanquin built without

a bottom to avoid the possible
embarrassment of an accident
with the royal passenger.

The third visit was in
1997 to mark the 50th
anniversary of India's inde-
pendence. The Royal couple
were to visit Amritsar, but
many protested against the
Jalianwala Bagh massacre. The
trouble began even before the
Queen landed on Indian soil.
In her state banquet address,
the Queen admitted, "It is no
secret that there have been
some difficult episodes in our
past - Jallianwala Bagh, which
I shall visit tomorrow, is a dis-
tressing example". On the
next day, October 14, the
Royal couple went to
Jallianwala Bagh, where she
bowed her head and placed a
wreath at the memorial, but
the protests continued.

The Queen was also a gra-
cious host to three Indian
presidents in 1963 (Dr
Radhakrishnan),1990(R.Venl
ataraman),  and 2009
(Pratibha Patil). 

One of the most recent
events was Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's visit in 2015.
He presented a crocheted cot-
ton lace sent by Mahatma
Gandhi as her wedding pre-
sent. He also gave the pho-
tographs taken on the 1961
visit and some exclusive tea
from the Makabari Estate in
Bengal. 

England will celebrate the
historic Platinum Jubilee event
this month with much fanfare.
The celebrations will begin
with Trooping the Colour on
June 2, the traditional parade
to mark the Queen's official
birth. On June 3, she will

attend a thanksgiving service
at St. Paul's Cathedral. June
5 will see the London-based
Platinum Jubilee Pageant.
Seven Indian authors, too,
had made it to the Queen's
'read list' for the Platinum
Jubilee. The list includes
R.K.Narayan, Arundhati
Roy,  and V.S .  Naipaul .
Kamala Markandaya, and
Raj Kamal Kha.

Buckingham Palace has
released a press statement giv-
ing some little-known facts
about the Queen. She has met
14 presidents of the United
States, and14 British Prime
Ministers have served the
Queen.

She has visited more than
150 countries, hosted 100 state
visits, and sent over 300,000
congratulatory cards to those
celebrating their hundredth

birthdays. She does not need
a passport or driving licence as
they are issued in the Queen's
name. In keeping with time,
she sent her first email in 1976. 

Many doubted whether
she would pass on the crown
to her heir Prince Charles.
Breaking her silence, in her
Platinum Jubilee national
message, the Queen said," and
it is my sincere wish that,
when that t ime comes,
Camilla will be known as
Queen Consort as she contin-
ues her own loyal service."

Even those against the
monarchy respect the Queen.
In a radio broadcast at the
time of her coronation, the
Queen said, "Throughout all
my life and with all my heart,
I shall strive to be worthy of
your trust". She has lived up to
this promise.
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(The writer is a senior 
journalist. The views

expressed are personal.)
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����-�(� India has seldom experienced a more
chaotic or acrimonious phase than
what it isgoing through at present.
Stone pelting mobs, sectarian vio-

lence, widespread protests, temple versus
mosque issues, reports of love jihad, etc.,
shook up the political landscape, becom-
ing a regular feature of public discourse.All
these disquieting developmentscame not
long after prolonged and often frustrat-
ing bouts with Covid-19 pandemic, when
the nation had barely settled down.
Successive waves of the contagion, the
most devastating since last bubonic plague
between 1896 and 1914,ravaged the
land,killing hundreds of thousands in
India, besides driving the largest mass
migration across the nation, disrupting life
and the economy.

Even as the global scientific commu-
nity racked its brains to track, pinpoint
and tackle the elusive virus gone rogue,
haunting images of homeward bound,
tired and hungry mill hands, labourers
and daily wagers, with families in tow, on
foot and available modes of transport,
shocked the nation. Entire cities and local-
ities too, placed under a strict clampdown
andshorn of human presencenever looked
more deserted or forlorn. The silence of
the dead settled over the landscape,
resembling a huge dystopian world. The
survivors who lived with impaired lungs
and acute debilitation and the uninfect-
ed too, had to contend with the unprece-
dented shutdown of society, shops, cine-
mas, restaurants, transport,school, colleges
and industries, whichvirtually brought the
economyto a grinding halt. 

Bollywood too, which served as an
opiate of the masses, with its make-
believethemes and visual extravaganzas,
retreated behind a wall of silence, shamed
by a welter of scandals, allegations of
exploitation of women and involvement
with the drug mafia or the underworld,
charges of nepotism, which surfaced in the
wake of Sushant Rajput and Disha Salian's
mysterious deaths, etc. Big-budget movies
suffered colossal disasters at the box office,
one after the other, which production
houses conveniently blamed on the pan-
demic, even though life gained some sem-
blance of normality with its gradual
retreat.A rehash of themes based on a sta-
ple of love, songs, dance, actionor those
lifted from Hollywood,couldno longer
hook the already jaded audience, which
viewed with disgust several skeletons tum-
bling out of its cupboard.  

Then something radically different
happened to lift the pall of gloom that had
settled over the nation. Two entirely dis-
similar movies, challenging the Tinsel
Town's dominant narrative of sex, sleaze,
skin and violence, burst in upon public
consciousness, representing a paradigm
shift in the world of Indian cinema. One
from a non-conforming, Bollywood side
stream with its brutally raw content,high-
lighting atrocities on Kashmiri Pandits and
their exodus, a story long buried by the
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The bodies of 22 people,
including four  Indians,
killed in the plane crash

in Nepal's mountainous
Mustang district on Sunday,
have been brought to
Kathmandu where the mortal
remains would be handed over
to their families after the post-
mortem on Tuesday.

The Canadian-built tur-
boprop Twin Otter 9N-AET
plane was carrying four
Indians, two Germans and 13
Nepali passengers, besides a
three-member Nepali crew
when it crashed minutes after
taking off from the tourist city
of Pokhara, officials said.

Rescuers on Monday
recovered 21 bodies from the

wreckage site of the plane
belonging to Tara Air. On
Tuesday, the last body was also
retrieved from the wreckage
site. According to Tribhuvan
International Airport (TIA)
General Manager Prem Nath
Thakur, the bodies of 10 vic-
tims were brought on Monday
evening and the bodies of the
remaining 12 were brought
here by a Nepal Army heli-
copter on Tuesday. All the bod-
ies have been sent to the
Tribhuvan University Teaching
Hospital for post-mortem
examinations. The bodies will
be handed to the families Oof
the victims after the post-
mortem, the official said.

The Govt  has formed a
five-member commission of
inquiry headed by senior aero-
nautical engineer Ratish
Chandra Lal Suman to find out
the cause of the Tara Air plane
crash, officials said.

According to a prelimi-
nary investigation carried out
by the Civil Aviation Authority
of Nepal (CAAN), bad weath-
er was the reason behind the
crash of the plane.The black
box of the plane was also
retrieved by a team of experi-
enced international and nation-
al mountain guides from the
crash site on Tuesday and it will
be transported to Kathmandu.

The black box, also known
as the cockpit voice recorder,
records radio transmissions
and other sounds in the cock-
pit, such as conversations
between the pilots, and engine
noises. The modern planes
have two black boxes that
includes the flight data recorder
which records more than 80
different types of information
such as speed, altitude and
direction, as well as pilot
actions and performance of
important systems.
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British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson has spoken to his

Pakistani counterpart Shehbaz
Sharif for the first time since
the latter's election last month
to discuss a range of topics,
including bilateral trade and
the Russia-Ukraine conflict.

Downing Street said the
call between the leaders on

Monday evening focussed on
regional and international
affairs, including the role of a
new UK Trade Envoy to
Pakistan - Conservative mem-
ber of Parliament Mark
Eastwood - appointed last year. 

Johnson also thanked
Pakistan for help in relocating
Afghans to the UK after the
Taliban takeover of Kabul. 

"Welcoming the United

Kingdom and Pakistan's strong
partnership over the past 75
years, the Prime Minister said
the relationship is incarnated in
the close ties between our peo-
ple," a Downing Street
spokesperson said in a readout
of the call. "They agreed to
strengthen those ties further
and boost trade and invest-
ment, with the Prime Minister
highlighting the appointment

of a new UK Trade Envoy to
Pakistan to drive those efforts,"
the spokesperson said.

The readout added: "On
international affairs, PM Sharif
recognised the UK's efforts to
address the crisis in Ukraine,
and the leaders agreed on the
importance of ending the
immense human suffering and
global economic instability
caused by the invasion. 
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US Senator Tammy Duckworth on
Tuesday reiterated America's sup-

port for Taiwan on her second visit in a
year to the self-governing island claimed
by China.

Duckworth, meeting with Taiwan
President Tsai Ing-wen, emphasized the
close economic, political and security rela-

tions between Taipei and Washington.
China sent 30 military aircraft toward

the island on Monday in an ongoing cam-
paign of regular flights. Taiwan's Defence
Ministry said it responded by scrambling
jets, putting air defense missile systems on
alert and issuing radio warnings.

Duckworth said she wanted to
"emphasise our support for Taiwan secu-
rity". The former Army helicopter pilot and

lieutenant colonel in the National Guard
cited strong bipartisan backing for a bill
she has put forward promoting coopera-
tion between Taiwan's armed forces and
the National Guard. "I do want to say that
it is more than just about military. It's also
about the economy," the Illinois Democrat
told Tsai. Tsai thanked the US government
and Congress "for the importance they
place on peace and stability. 
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Bangladesh's International
Crimes Tribunal on

Tuesday sentenced three per-
sons to death for collaborating
with the Pakistan Army and
committing crimes against
humanity during the coun-
try's Liberation War in 1971.

"One of the convicts is a
fugitive and was tried in absen-
tia but the other two faced the
trial in person...They all were
activists of Jamaat-e-Islami
(party)," senior prosecutor Syed
Haider Ali said. Jamaat-e-
Islami was opposed to
Bangladesh's 1971 indepen-
dence from Pakistan while its
activists were the key-elements
of Pakistan military's auxiliary
units like Razakar and
Gestapo-like Al-Badar forces.
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Health authorities across
the United Kingdom on

Tuesday issued updated guid-
ance for anyone with symp-
toms to refrain from having sex
as part of efforts to contain the
spread of monkeypox.

The UK Health Security
Agency (UKHSA) issued the
guidance along with authorities
in Scotland, Northern Ireland
and Wales as a further 71
cases were identified in
England this week, taking the
total in the UK to 179. Under
the guidance, people with
monkeypox are also urged to

avoid close contact with others
until their lesions have healed
and any scabs have dried off.
"We are reassuring people that
monkeypox does not usually
spread easily between people,
and the overall risk to the gen-
eral public is low," said Indian-
origin Dr Giri Shankar,
Director of Health Protection
for Public Health Wales.

"We are working with the
UK Health Security Agency,
Public Health Scotland, and
Public Health Agency
Northern Ireland to develop
this guidance, which will
ensure that the staff in Wales
have the best knowledge.
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The mayor of
Sievierodonetsk says

Russian forces have taken
around half of the city in east-
ern Ukraine.

Oleksandr Striuk told The
Associated Press in a phone
interview Tuesday that heavy
fighting is ongoing and artillery
bombardments threaten the
lives of the thousands of civil-
ians still sheltering in the
ruined city.  "Half of the city has
been captured by the Russians
and fierce street fighting is
under way," Striuk said. 

"The situation is very seri-
ous and the city is essentially
being destroyed ruthlessly
block by block."

He added that "the

Ukrainian military continues to
resist this frenzied push and
aggression by Russian forces."

Striuk estimated that
around 13,000 people remained
in the city out of a pre-war pop-
ulation of around 100,000 but
said it was impossible to keep
track of civilian casualties amid
round-the-clock shelling. 

He said more than 1,500
people in the city who died of

various causes have been
buried since the war began in
February. Evacuation efforts
have been halted because of the
danger of shelling.

He said that "civilians are
dying from direct strikes, from
fragmentation wounds and
under the rubble of destroyed
buildings, since most of the
inhabitants are hiding in base-
ments and shelters."

��������4���������
����
'�:�����%��� ��*� �� 	
�� ���	��3��

Representatives of a group of
nations working together to

investigate war crimes in
Russia's invasion of Ukraine are
meeting in The Hague amid
ongoing calls for those respon-
sible for atrocities to be brought
to justice.

Tuesday's coordination
meeting at the European
Union's judicial cooperation
agency, Eurojust, of members
of a Joint Investigation Team
and International Criminal
Court Prosecutor Karim Khan
comes as Russian forces con-
tinue to pound Ukrainian
towns.

Moscow's invasion of
Ukraine has been widely con-
demned as an illegal act of
aggression. Russian forces have
been accused of killing civilians
in the Kyiv suburb of Bucha
and of repeated attacks on
civilian infrastructure includ-
ing hospitals and a theater in
the besieged city of Mariupol
that was being used as a shel-
ter by hundreds of civilians. An
investigation by The Associated
Press found evidence that the
March 16 bombing killed close
to 600 people inside and out-

side the building.
Since Russia invaded

Ukraine on Feb. 24, the AP and
PBS series Frontline have ver-
ified 273 potential war crimes.

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy has
denounced killings of civil-
ians as "genocide" and "war
crimes," while U.S. President
Joe Biden has called Russian
President Vladimir Putin "a
war criminal" who should be
brought to trial.

The joint investigation
team, made up of Ukraine,
Lithuania and Poland, that is
meeting Tuesday in The Hague
was established in late March,
a few weeks after the ICC
opened an investigation in
Ukraine, after dozens of the
court's member states threw
their weight behind an inquiry.
Khan has visited Ukraine,
including Bucha, and has a
team of investigators in the
country gathering evidence.
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Acourt in Ukraine has con-
victed two Russian sol-

diers of war crimes for the
shelling of civilian buildings
and sentenced both to 11 1/2
years in prison. 

Tuesday's verdict conclud-
ed the country's second war
crimes trial since the Russian
invasion started.

Russian servicemen
Alexander Bobykin and
Alexander Ivanov were charged
with violating the laws and cus-
toms of war over the shelling of
civilian infrastructure in the
Kharkiv region on the first day 

of the Russian attack on

Ukraine. 
They both stood trial in a

court in Ukraine's Poltava
region and pleaded guilty to the
charges.

Earlier this month, a court
in Kyiv sentenced a 21-year-old
Russian soldier to life in prison

for fatally shooting a Ukrainian
civilian in the first war crimes
trial since Russia invaded.

Denmark says its embassy
in Moscow will no longer
accept applications for visas or
residence permits. It's citing a
staff shortage after Russia
expelled four diplomats and
three other employees earlier
this month.

The Foreign Ministry said
Tuesday that "it is not possible
to maintain the usual level of
activity." 

It said it wants to prioritise
giving assistance to Danish
citizens. It said that the move
was temporary, but didn't spec-
ify how long it will last.
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New Delhi: Wiley , a global leader in research and education,
on Thursday announced renaming of its fast-growing talent
development solution, mthree, to Wiley Edge. Wiley Edge
works with employers to find and train top talent for their
most difficult-to-fill jobs. Since acquisition in January 2020,
Wiley has more than tripled its portfolio of corporate part-
ners and doubled number of college graduates trained and
placed in technology, business, and banking roles with multi-
national corporations. 
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IMF is in the process of revis-
ing India's growth projection

for 2022, which could be lower
than its earlier forecast of 8.2
per cent, amid risks of a glob-
al stagflation, a senior official
of international organisation
said on Tuesday.

In April, the International
Monetary Fund had lowered
India's growth projection to 8.2
per cent as compared to 9 per
cent estimated  in January. By
2023, the country is expected
to grow at 6.9 per cent, it said.
"IMF is currently revising
India's growth forecast for

2022, which may be lower
than 8.2 per cent. This is work
in progress at moment," IMF
Senior Resident Representative
in India Luis Breuer said at an
interactive session on 'World
Economic Outlook' organised
by MCC here.  

He said country is facing
high inflation with low employ-
ment, which will not augur well
for job opportunities. Breuer
also called for stabilising debt
at higher levels, which was a
result of impact on public
finances due to COVID pan-
demic, and need to protect vul-
nerable sections of society.
India is being seen as an emerg-

ing economy, which is recov-
ering at moment, he said. The
IMF official said central banks
across US and Europe have
started to increase interest rates
to fight growing inflation
caused by a surge in commod-
ity prices and supply disrup-
tions. 

"The US Federal Reserve is
expected to hike interest rates
in future and world economy is
likely to plateau at 3.6 per
cent," he said, adding, the
increased cost of borrowing
will have its impact on growth
rates."Real interest rates may
rise and a hike in US rates will
suck in capital from rest of

world due to high returns,"
Breuer said. ,Stagflation is
defined as a situation of high
inflation and stagnant growth.
He also said pandemic is not
over, and lockdown in Beijing
is yet to be withdrawn unlike
in Shanghai.

"China, being the factory of
world, the shutdown will dis-
rupt global supplies. There is a
risk of China facing a slow-
down, which will have a nega-
tive impact on India," he said.A
one per cent drop in China's
GDP growth will reduce India's
by 0.6 per cent, more than the
combined decline of the UK
and US together, Breuer said. 
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Fiscal deficit for 2021-22
worked out to be  6.71 per

cent of the gross domestic
product (GDP), lower than
6.9 per cent projected by the
Finance Ministry in the revised
Budget Estimates, according to
government data released on
Tuesday.

Unveiling the revenue-
expenditure data of the Union
government for 2020-21, the
Controller General of Accounts
(CGA) said that the fiscal

deficit in the absolute terms
was be Rs 15,86,537 crore (pro-
visional).  The revenue deficit
at the end of 2021-22 was 4.37
per cent.For the last financial
year, the government had ini-
tially pegged the fiscal deficit at
6.8 per cent of the GDP in the
budget presented in February
2021.

The government in the
revised estimates in the Budget
for 2022-23 forecast a higher
fiscal deficit of 6.9 per cent of
the GDP or Rs 15,91,089 crore
for the fiscal ended in March. 

MUMBAI: Equity benchmarks
declined on Tuesday after a
three-day rally, with the Sensex
falling 359.33 points amid sell-
ing in index majors HDFC,
Reliance Industries and Infosys.

Investors were cautious
ahead of release of GDP data,
while a jump in crude oil prices
also weighed on market senti-
ment, traders said.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
went lower by 359.33 points or
0.64 per cent to settle at
55,566.41. During day, it tanked
556.6 points or 0.99 per cent to
55,369.14.The broader NSE
Nifty declined 76.85 points or
0.46 per cent to end at

16,584.55. From Sensex pack,
Kotak Mahindra Bank, Sun
Pharma, HDFC, Infosys, State
Bank of India, Axis Bank,
Reliance Industries and HDFC
Bank were the major laggards.

In contrast, M&M, NTPC,
Power Grid, Tech Mahindra
and Tata Steel were among
gainers. Elsewhere in Asia,
markets in Seoul, Shanghai
and Hong Kong settled with
gains, while Tokyo ended mar-
ginally lower. 

Markets in Europe were
trading mostly lower during
afternoon trade. Stock markets
in US were closed for a holiday
on Monday. PTI

Brussels: European Union lead-
ers agreed Monday to embargo
most Russian oil imports into
bloc by year-end as part of new
sanctions on Moscow worked
out at a summit focused on
helping Ukraine with a long-
delayed package of new finan-
cial support.

The embargo covers
Russian oil brought in by sea,
allowing a temporary exemp-
tion for imports delivered by
pipeline, a move that was cru-
cial to bring landlocked
Hungary on board a decision
that required consensus.

EU Council President
Charles Michel said agreement
covers more than two-thirds of
oil imports from Russia. Ursula
Von der Leyen, head of EU's
executive branch, said punitive
move will "effectively cut
around 90% of oil imports from
Russia to EU by end of year."

New Delhi: Reversing declin-
ing trend of past few years,
ONGC said its crude oil pro-
duction will rise 11 per cent
and natural gas output will
jump 25 per cent after newer
discoveries in western and east-
ern offshore start producing.

In an investor presentation
post FY22 earnings, Oil and
Natural Gas Corporation
(ONGC) said crude oil pro-
duction will rise from 19.545
million tonnes in financial year
ended March 31 (2021-22) to
19.88 million tonnes this year
and 21.588 million tonnes in
next year. PTI

Mumbai: The rupee depreci-
ated 12 paise to close at 77.66
(provisional) against US dollar
on Tuesday, tracking a negative
trend in domestic equities and
surging crude oil prices.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the rupee
opened lower at 77.65 against
greenback and finally settled at
77.66, down 12 paise over its
previous close. During ses-
sion, the rupee touched an
intra-day low of 77.70 and a
high of 77.62.

On Monday, the rupee set-
tled at 77.54 against US dol-
lar.This is also 5th straight
monthly decline for rupee amid
weak risk sentiments, foreign
fund outflows and concerns
over high inflation.The dollar
index, which gauges green-
back's strength against  a bas-
ket of 6 currencies, was trading
0.04% higher at 101.70.
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Eurozone inflation hit a
record 8.1% in May amid

surging energy and food costs
fueled in part by Russia's war
in Ukraine.

Annual inflation in the 19
countries that use the euro cur-
rency soared past the previous
record of 7.4% reached in
March and April, according to
the latest numbers published
Tuesday by the European
Union statistics agency,
Eurostat.

Inflation in the eurozone is
now at its highest level since
recordkeeping for the euro
began in 1997. Soaring prices
are weighing on household
finances and making it more
urgent for officials to act quick-
ly to head off further increas-
es in the cost of living.

Energy prices jumped
39.2%, highlighting how the
war and the accompanying
global energy crunch are mak-
ing life more expensive for the
eurozone's 343 million people.
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Coco Gauff reached her
first Grand Slam semi-
final at the French Open

on Tuesday when she defeated
fellow American Sloane
Stephens.

Gauff, 18 years old and
ranked 23 in the world, tri-
umphed 7-5, 6-2.

She will face Italy's 59th-
ranked Martina Trevisan for a
place in Saturday's champi-
onship match.

Victory avenged her defeat
to Stephens at the US Open and
helped erase the memory of her
quarter-final defeat last year to
eventual champion Barbora
Krejcikova in Paris.

"I feel so happy," said Gauff.
"Last year was a tough loss for
me but I believe that match
made me stronger.

"Last time I played Sloane
I lost. Today was different. I
stayed mentally strong as she is
the kind of player who can
make shots others can't do."

On Tuesday, Gauff broke in
the second game of the match
to lead 3-0 before 2018 runner-
up Stephens levelled with a
break and hold for 5-5.

However, clean, precise hit-
ting allowed Gauff to dominate
the 12th game to clinch the
opener.

Stephens, playing in her
first Slam quarter-final in three
years, and Gauff traded breaks
at the start of the second set
before the teenager again
pounced for 3-1.

Gauff held for 5-1, was
broken for 5-2 before Stephens
dropped serve for the fourth
time in the set to hand her com-
patriot victory.

Gauff was junior champion
at Roland Garros in 2018 and
then burst into the public con-
sciousness when just 15, she
became the youngest woman to
qualify for Wimbledon.

Her profile rocketed when
she went all the way to the
fourth round at the All England
Club, knocking out Venus

Williams on the way.
While in the French capi-

tal, Gauff has graduated high
school, marking the occasion
on Instagram with a family
photo in front of the Eiffel
Tower.

"Getting my diploma
meant a lot to me," she said
Tuesday.

"Lots of players think ten-
nis is the most important thing
and it's not."

Italy's Martina Trevisan
also reached her first Grand

Slam semi-final with a straight
sets win over Canada's Leylah
Fernandez.

World number 59 Trevisan
downed the 17th seeded
Canadian, a fellow left-hander,
6-2, 6-7 (3/7), 6-3.

The 28-year-old will face
either Coco Gauff for a place in
the final.

Trevisan was a shock quar-
ter-finalist at Roland Garros as
a qualifier in 2020.

Despite her lowly ranking
this year, she returned to the

tournament with a maiden
WTA title under her belt in
Rabat and went into Tuesday's
tie on a nine-match winning
streak.

She made that 10 when she
claimed victory on a second
match point having wasted one
in the second set.

"I was very nervous on
that first match point, I thought
I was already in the semi-
final," said Trevisan, the first
Italian woman to make the last
four since Sara Errani in 2013.
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The sweet taste of the Thomas Cup
title win will linger but Chirag

Shetty, one of the architects of that his-
toric triumph, knows it's time to move
on and focus on the next challenge at
hand — Commonwealth Games.

One half of India's best doubles pair,
Chirag played a pivotal role both on and
off the court to help India achieve an
unprecedented win at the Thomas Cup
tournament, considered to be the 'world
cup' of shuttle sport.

"The feeling of that week still
remains but it's time to get back to train-
ing and face the next challenges, start-
ing with the Commonwealth Games,
World Championships and Asian
Games," the 24-year-old said.

"We have done well in
Commonwealth Games last time and
the Thomas cup win will act as a boost-

er for us to retain the mixed team Gold."
India had won the mixed team Gold

at 2018 CWG for the first time and
Chirag feels they can repeat the perfor-

mance this year too.
"Competition is much tougher in

Thomas Cup. So winning the trophy for
me was simply the highlight of Indian
badminton. CWG is a mixed team
event, so naturally the dynamics will
change.

"Malaysia has a strong team this
time also. They might be seeded high-
er than us because of their women's
doubles and mixed doubles players, but
if we are able to have that fire once again
and urge to win, we can retain the
Gold."

Chirag and his men's doubles part-
ner Satwiksairaj Rankireddy will also
look to change the colour of their indi-
vidual Silver medal that they had
secured at Gold Coast.

"Last time we were very new in the
circuit. But now a lot of things have
changed. We are now in the top 10, we
have the experience of competing and
winning against top players. So winning

the Gold will be high on our priority,"
he said.

The Commonwealth Games is
scheduled to be held in Birmingham
from July 28 to August 8 this year.

But first up for the world number
8 Indian pair is the Indonesia Open
Super 1000 and Malaysia Open 750
tournament in June.

"We have sent our entries for
Indonesia Super 1000 but we are still not
cent per cent sure if we will play that
event as Satwik is recovering from a
knee injury," said Chirag, who along
with Satwik, had pulled out of Thailand
Open due to the injury.

"It is nothing major but as a precau-
tion we might skip the event as CWG
is more important and we need to be in
the best shape possible. We have been
playing for a week and half during
Thomas Cup and were exhausted also.
We will play the Malaysia Open for
sure."
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Indian chess ace Viswanathan
Anand defeated world cham-

pion Magnus Carlsen in round
seven of the blitz event of the
Norway Chess on way to a
fourth-place finish.

The former world champion,
however, suffered defeats to
Anish Giri (the Netherlands)
and Maxime Vachier-Lagrave
(France) in the fourth and ninth
round respectively to finish with
5 points in the 10-player blitz
event early on Tuesday.

The Indian GM started with
a win over Aryan Tari (Norway)
in the blitz before drawing with
So in round two. He posted a vic-
tory over veteran Veselin Topalov
in the third round before sharing
the point with Teimur Radjabov.

After a loss to Giri and a draw
with Hao Wang (China), Anand
scored over Carlsen. However, the
draw against Shakhriyar
Mamedyarov followed by the
loss to Vachier-Lagrave put paid
to his chances of a high finish
after having started with 2.5
points from the first three rounds.

Anand's win over Carlsen
comes close on the heels of com-
patriot and teen sensation R
Praggnandhaa defeating the
Norwegian world champion in
an online blitz tournament
recently.

American Wesley So fin-
ished on top of the Blitz stand-
ings with 6.5 points, one clear of
Carlsen while Giri took the third
spot. 
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"That's normal so I read-
justed. I came here from Rabat
with a lot of energy. It was my
first title and it was a very emo-
tional moment for me."

Trevisan said Grand Slam
titles by fellow Italians
Francesca Schiavone in Paris in
2010 and Flavia Pennetta at the
2015 US Open were her influ-

ences. "They are happy for me.
I saw them yesterday as they are
in Paris playing the legends
event. They are my biggest
inspirations."
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India's Rohan Bopanna
reached his first Grand

Slam semifinal in seven years
after he and his Dutch part-
ner Matwe Middelkoop ral-
lied to beat Lloyd Glasspool
and Henri Heliovaara in the
men's doubles quarterfinals
of the French Open, here.

The Indo-Dutch pair
eked out a 4-6, 6-4, 7-6 (3)
win over the British-Finnish
combination in a hard-
fought contest on Monday
night.

Bopanna last reached
the semifinals of a tennis
Major at the 2015
Wimbledon Championships
when he had teamed up
with Romania's Florin
Mergea and lost in a gru-
elling five-setter to Jean-
Julien Rojer and Horia Tecau.

Bopanna, 42, and
Middelkoop, 38, will face
12th seeds Marcelo Arevalo
and Jean-Julien Roger on
Thursday in the last four.

Bopanna and
Middelkoop lost the opening
set but dished out a superb
fightback to win the next two
to emerge victorious.

In the decider, the Indo-
Dutch pair showed tremen-
dous mental fortitude to
fightback from 3-5 down to
take the match to a Super
Tie-break.

They were again 0-3
behind but won 10 straight
points to come up trumps.

Bopanna and
Middelkoop had saved five
match points to knock out
Mate Pavic and Nikola
Mektic, the reigning
Wimbledon champions,
from the Roland Garros, on
Saturday. 

Bopanna in first
Slam semis since
2015 Wimbledon 
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Inter Milan on Monday con-
firmed the departure of

wing-back Ivan Perisic, who is
out of contract, while express-
ing "hope" that they may
recruit Paulo Dybala, who
has been released by Juventus.

Perisic, 33, has been one
of the key players for Inter this
season and his extra-time
double won them the Italian
Cup against their bitter rivals
Juventus.

The Croat on Monday
confirmed move to
Tottenham Hotspur where he
would reunite with former
Inter manager Antonio Conte.

"It's a regret, but he want-
ed experience in the Premier
League," said Inter's CEO

Giuseppe Marotta.
"We were not in a position

to be able to present him

with a better offer."
Perisic, who scored eight

goals and made six assists

this season, was reportedly
demanding six million euros
($6.3 million) a season.

Inter are keen, however, to
attract the 28-year-old
Argentine playmaker Dybala.

"Clearly, the hope is that
he can play with us," said
Marotta who admitted, with a
smile, that he did not yet
know where the "Joya" (the
"Jewel" in Spanish) will play
next season.

Nor did Marotta rule out
a possible return to Inter for
Romelu Lukaku. The Belgian
striker left for Chelsea last
summer for nearly 115 million
euros but is unhappy with his
situation at Stamford Bridge.

The transfer market does
not officially open until July 1
in Italy.
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According to Lionel Messi,
there is "no doubt" that

Real Madrid striker Karim
Benzema deserves to win his
first Ballon d'Or award this
year.

Messi has won a record
seven Ballon d'Or awards as the
world's best player, but saw his
new club Paris Saint-Germain
eliminated by Madrid in the
round of 16 of the Champions
League this year - after Benzema
scored a hat trick in the second
half of the return leg.

Benzema netted another
four goals against Chelsea in the
quarterfinals and three against
Manchester City in the semifi-
nals - including the decisive
penalty in extra time of the sec-
ond leg - before Madrid defeat-
ed Liverpool 1-0 in the final on
Saturday. Benzema was also the
top scorer in the Spanish league
as Madrid won the title in dom-
inant fashion.

"There's no doubt, it's very
clear that Benzema had a spec-
tacular year," Messi said in an
interview to Argentine TV chan-
nel TyC Sports when asked if
Benzema should get the presti-
gious award. "I think there is no
doubt this year."

In total, Benzema scored 44
goals in 46 matches with his club
this season, and equaled Madrid
great Raul Gonzalez as the club's
second-highest scorer with 323
goals. Cristiano Ronaldo leads
that tally with 451.

While Madrid knocked out
a quartet of European giants on
their way to the Champions
League title, Messi wasn't over-
ly impressed with the team's
style of play. Madrid needed big
comebacks against both PSG
and Man City and had Benzema
to thank both times.

"Out of the blue they score
against you, and the match
changes automatically," Messi
said about this Madrid team.
"Madrid was not the best team
in this Champions League, there
were better teams."

The 34-year-old Messi is
training with Argentina in
Bilbao for the "Finalissima" — a
friendly between the Copa
America winners and European
champion Italy on Wednesday.

Messi could find himself
going up against Benzema again
at the World Cup in Qatar this
year - both Argentina and
France are among the main
contenders - but insisted that
defending champion France
should be considered the
favorite.

"France is an impressive
team, (four years) ago we said

they could be candidates and
they ended as winners. I believe
the hit they took at the Euros
(being eliminated by
Switzerland) made them
stronger," Messi said.
"(Argentina) can fight anyone
and will make it hard for any
rival. That doesn't mean we are
the favorites to be world cham-
pions or any of that. It means we
will fight against anyone."
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Paris Saint-Germain have

triggered their �40m option to
sign Nuno Mendes on a per-
manent deal.

The teenage left-back
joined on loan from Sporting
CP last summer and impressed
in the French capital.

He has now signed a deal
to stay there until 2026.
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Red Bull on Tuesday
announced they have

rewarded Sergio Perez with a
fresh two-year deal until 2024,
with the Mexican signing in
Monaco last weekend.

The new contract gave Max
Verstappen's teammate double
cause for celebration after he
emerged from all the chaos
caused by a pre-race deluge to
win the iconic Grand Prix.

"For us, holding onto his
pace, race craft and experience
was a no-brainer and we are
delighted that Checo will contin-
ue to race for the team until
2024," said team boss Christian
Horner.

Perez, 32, moved to within
15 points of world champion
Verstappen in the Formula One

drivers' standings after rising
above all the mayhem on
Sunday, that fine win coming
after three 2nd-place finishes.

He joined Red Bull last sea-
son, claiming a win on another
street circuit in Azerbaijan with
four further podiums to finish
fourth behind his Dutch col-
league.

Perez said: "For me, this has
been an incredible week, win-
ning the Monaco Grand Prix is
a dream for any driver and then

to follow that with announcing
I will continue with the team
until 2024 just makes me
extremely happy."

Horner in his statement
noted the popular Perez had
done a "fantastic" job and
stepped up a gear in his second
year with the team.

"Time and again he has
proved himself to not only be a
magnificent team player but as
his level of comfort has grown
he has become a real force to be
reckoned with at the sharp end
of the grid," Horner remarked.

"This year he has taken
another step and the gap to
world champion Max has closed
significantly, evidenced by his
superb pole position in Jeddah
earlier this year and by his won-
derful win in Monaco just last
weekend."
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The Pakistan Cricket Board
has shifted next month's

ODI series against the West
Indies from Rawalpindi to
Multan in the wake of expect-
ed protest rallies planned by
opposition politicians.

Former Prime Minister
Imran Khan is planning protest
rallies in the federal capital
Islamabad, which is adjacent to
Rawalpindi, in the coming days.

Khan called off a planned,
opened-ended rally and sit-in
last week in Islamabad after
personally leading thousands of
his supporters during a march
on Islamabad.

The PCB had kept Multan
as a back-up option and said

Monday the three-match ODI
series, which is part of the
Cricket World Cup Super
League, will now be played as
per schedule on June 8, 10 and
12.

Since the PCB is relaying
the pitches at the National
Stadium in Karachi and
Gaddafi Stadium in Lahore,
Multan is the only other venue
available to host international
matches.

It will be the first time that
Pakistan hosts international
games during the summer and
the PCB has planned to start the
games at 4 pm local time. West
Indies will arrive in Islamabad
on June 6 and will travel to
Multan on a charter flight the
same day.
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India opened their account at
the ongoing ISSF World Cup

with the trio of Elavenil
Valarivan, Ramita and Shreya
Agrawal claiming the Gold
medal in the 10m air rifle team
women competition in Baku,
Azerbaijan.

The Indian trio outplayed
Denmark represented by Anna
Nielsen, Emma Koch and Rikke
Maeng Ibsen, 17-5 in the Gold
medal contest. Poland won
Bronze in the event.

Former world number one
Elavenil, Ramita and Shreya
had reached the Gold medal
clash after two rounds of qual-
ification on Monday.

The Indian trio had first
topped the qualification stage

one with a combined effort of
944.4 across 90 shots. They
then came second in stage two
behind Denmark, to make the
title round.

In men's air rifle team com-
petition, Indian troika of

Rudrankksh Patil, Paarth
Makhija and Dhanush Srikanth
fell short in their Bronze medal
match against Croatia.

The 12-member Indian rifle
squad now finds itself at the fifth
spot in the medals tally.
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The young Indian hockey
team dished out some

impressive and fast-paced hock-
ey in a Super 4s match against
South Korea but an outright vic-
tory eluded it as a 4-4 draw
pushed it out of the Asia Cup
title race, here on Tuesday.

Malaysia's 5-0 win over
Japan early in the day meant that
an outright win became a pre-
requisite for India to qualify for
the summit clash.

Korea will now take on
Malaysia in the final on
Wednesday, while India will
play Japan in the third-fourth
place classification match.

Nilam Sanjeep Xess (9th
minute), Dipsan Tirkey (21st),
Mahesh Sheshe Gowda (22nd)
and Shakthivel Mareeswaran
(37th) scored for India, while
Korea scored through Jang
Jonghyun (13th), Ji Woo Cheon
(18th), Kim JungHoo (28th)
and Jung Manjae (44th).

It was a midfield slugfest
between the two sides as both
India and Korea tried to take
upper hand in the first quarter.

In the ninth minute Nilam
scored with a low flick to the
right bottom corner of the
Korean net past Kim from
India's second penalty corner.

Two minutes from the first
quarter, India conceded a penal-
ty corner and Jang Jonghyun was
bang on target to draw level for
Korea.

Korea made it 2-1 five min-
utes later when Ji Woo Cheon
chose his spot after being fed by
Jungjun Lee following a defen-
sive lapse from Pawan Rajbhar
inside his own circle.

But India drew level three
minutes later when Dipsan
Tirkey converted team's third
penalty corner. Mahesh Sheshe
Gowda restored the lead a
minute later, pushing home
Vishnukant Singh's pass from a
counter-attack.

Two minutes from half-
time, Kim JungHoo equalised
for Korea through a fine field
goal from an acute angle as both
the teams went into the breather
locked 3-3.

India went all out and
restored their lead in the 37th
minute through an unmarked
Shakthivel Mareeswaran, who
tapped in a cross from Sheshe
Gowda from the right flank.

A yellow card — five minute
suspension — to Yashdeep
Siwach three minutes from the
third quarter cost India dearly as
Korea equalised again when
Manjae Jung deflected in a long
ball from midfield.
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Tim Southee has forecast an
exciting time for England under
Brendon McCullum as the for-

mer New Zealand captain prepares to
go up against the reigning World Test
champions at Lord's.

Thursday's opening match of a
three-game series will be McCullum's
first Test as England coach, with the
hosts looking to him to kickstart their
red-ball fortunes in much the same
way he sparked a New Zealand revival
when captain of his native country.

England are currently on a mis-
erable run of one win in 17 Tests, with
McCullum something of a surprise
choice to succeed Chris Silverwood
given his lack of red-ball coaching
experience, although he will be work-
ing alongside a captain with a similar
outlook in the newly-appointed Ben
Stokes.

"It's exciting, obviously a great
challenge for Brendon," paceman
Southee, who has spent much of his
career playing alongside McCullum,
told reporters at Lord's on Tuesday.

Southee, who has taken 338 wick-
ets in 85 Tests, said he expected
McCullum to transfer the qualities that
made him a dynamic batsman and
successful captain into his England
role.

"He's a great man-manager and he
loves to try to get the best out of peo-
ple. I'm sure he'll be doing that here
as well.

"The way he played his cricket was
exciting, fearless, and that's the way he
is a person and I'm sure that's the way
he is as a coach as well.

"It will be an exciting brand of
cricket, I'm sure. They (England)
won't die wondering I'd imagine if the
way he goes about things is anything
to go by."

@������	'A
Southee, however, played down

the prospect of McCullum imparting
too much 'inside knowledge' to his

new side.
"He knows us pretty well but I

don't think there's too many secrets
out there these days with the amount
of footage and analyst stuff that's done
as well."

McCullum's leadership allied to

the way New Zealand played their
white-ball cricket provided the inspi-
ration for a change in England's
approach to white-ball cricket that led
to a first men's 50-over World Cup title
in 2019 -- when they beat New
Zealand in a thrilling Super Oval final

at Lord's.
Southee, asked what it was about

New Zealand cricket that was so
attractive to England, replied: "I guess
in New Zealand we've learnt to box
above our weight for a long period of
time.

"We're obviously challenged with
just being a small country, the lack of
people playing and lack of resource.
Just the Kiwi way is to muck in and
get the best out of what we've got.
That's not going to change, we're not
all of a sudden going to have a lot of

pool to choose from.
"I think it's just about making the

most of what we've got. Sometimes less
is more as well. And I think it's in our
DNA to try, not only the cricket side,
as Kiwis is to just enjoy it and make
the most of what we've got."
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The Indian cricket team will
assemble here on June 5

ahead of the five-match T20
series against South Africa.

The first match of the series
begins here on June 9 and
South Africa will arrive here on
June 2.

There will be no crowd
restrictions and there will be no
bio-bubble for the series though
players will be tested regularly
for COVID-19.

The other venues are
Cuttack (June 12),
Visakhapatnam (June 14),
Rajkot (June 17) and Bengaluru
(June 19).

"The Indian team will
assemble here on June 5 while
the South Africans land in
Delhi on June 2," DDCA joint
secretary Rajan Manchanda
said. The Indian cricketers are
in the middle of a much need-
ed break post a two-month long
IPL.

K L Rahul will lead the
Indian team in the absence of
regular skipper Rohit Sharma
who has been rested for the
series alongside other all format
players, including Virat Kohli
and Jasprit Bumrah. 
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England veteran quick Stuart
Broad has vowed to leave his "heart
and soul" on the field should he earn
a Test recall against New Zealand at
Lord's this week.

Both James Anderson and Broad,
England's two all-time leading Test
wicket-takers, were controversially
left out of the squad that lost 1-0 in
a three-match series in the West
Indies earlier this year.

But the new-ball duo could be
back in the side for the first of a three-
match campaign against reigning
WTC winners New Zealand at Lord's
starting Thursday, in what will be Ben
Stokes's first match since he was
appointed permanent England cap-
tain following the resignation of Joe
Root.

Although the 35-year-old Broad
has taken 537 wickets in 152 Tests, he
said on Tuesday he was treating his
return to the England squad as if he
had still to make his debut.

Asked if there were any scars
from being dropped by England, he
told reporters at Lord's: "Not at all, I'm
fine... I'm going in with the mindset
to attack each week and leave my
heart and soul on the field.

"I'm taking my mindset back to
as though I've played zero Test crick-
et and have zero experience. You don't

look too far ahead when you make
your Test debut, you're just excited to
play the next game.

"I just want to feel fresh and
attack the strategy at Lord's, leave my
heart and soul on this field and move
on."

He added: "I've gone away com-
pletely from looking at what's going
to happen in August or November. I
can't control that, it's too far away. I'm
just going to give everything for one
week of the Test match, try and win
that week, learn from it and move on
to the next one.

"That could be a really good
mindset for the team as well, because
if we start looking and planning too
far ahead you can lose that focus on
what is right in front of you. Right
now we have the World Test cham-
pions at our home."
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