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The ruling Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) in

Maharashtra suffered a massive
setback on Saturday, as the BJP
sprang a nasty surprise on its
main constituent Shiv Sena by
snatching the sixth seat from
the latter and winning two
other seats in the Rajya Sabha
polls held on Thursday. 

Pulling off an unthinkable
feat, the BJP in Maharashtra
bagged one additional RS seat,
as its candidate Dhananjay
Mahadik trounced the Shiv
Sena’s Sanjay Pawar in an elec-
tion battle that witnessed a
majority of Independents,
MLAs from smaller parties —
who are actually the support-
ers of the MVA Government —
voting in favour of Mahadik
instead of (Sanjay) Pawar.

While in Haryana, in a jolt
to the Congress, the BJP’s
Krishan Lal Panwar and the
saffron party-backed
Independent candidate
Kartikeya Sharma were
declared elected for the two
Rajya Sabha seats, after a high
drama over allegations of vio-
lations of polling rules that

delayed the counting by more
than seven hours. The count-
ing of votes in State began past
midnight and the results were
announced  after 2 am on
Saturday. According to Election
Commission officials, Congress
candidates Ajay Maken did
not get enough votes. The
party said one of its MLAs
cross-voted while the vote of an
MLA was declared invalid. 

Congress MLA and the
party’s authorised polling agent
BB Batra said while the vote of

a party MLA was declared
invalid, MLA Kuldeep Bishnoi
cross-voted for Sharma, a
media baron who had entered
the poll as an Independent
candidate supported by the
BJP and its ally JJP. 

Friday’s development in
Maharashtra brought back the
grim memories of the 1998
Rajya Sabha polls when the
Congress’ official candidate
Ram Pradhan was defeated
due to cross-voting indulged in
by the Congress MLAs. Senior

leader Sharad Pawar, who was
then with the Congress, was
blamed for Pradhan’s defeat, as
he had opposed the latter’s
candidate. 

Mahadik scored a com-
fortable victory over Pawar at
the end of the second round of
counting of votes. While
Mahadik polled 41 votes, Pawar
secured 33 votes. The mini-
mum quota of votes required
for winning the Rajya Sabha
seat was 40.58 votes.

Continued on Page 2
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Aday after Uttar Pradesh
witnessed violent protests

over comments on Prophet
Mohammad, bulldozers rolled
in two cities: Saharanpur and
Kanpur. Earlier on Saturday,
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath’s media advis-
er Mrityunjay Kumar posted a
veiled message with a warning:
“Remember every Friday is
followed by a Saturday. He
posted the message with a
photo of a bulldozer.” 

The cryptic tweet implied
stern action against people
indulging in clashes. Haryana
BJP IT cell in charge Arun
Yadav on Friday tweeted, now
Friday being “stone day,
Saturday should be declared as
bulldozer day”.

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Saturday held a
review meeting with the team
of top officials. “Toughest
action will be taken against all
those anti-social elements who
participated in the anarchist
attempts to vitiate atmosphere
in various cities of the State.
Such people have no place in
civilised society. Take care that
no innocent is harassed, but
ensure not a single guilty

escapes,” the Government said
in a statement.

According to NDTV
report, police in UP’s
Saharanpur shared videos of
municipal teams out with bull-
dozers under a heavy police
presence, demolishing parts of
homes of two of the accused
arrested for disturbing the
peace and social harmony. 

Visuals shared by the police

showed cops and municipal
teams at the residences of
accused Muzammil and Abdul
Waqir, with bulldozers razing
gates and outer walls of their
houses which they claim were
illegal constructions. 

In Kanpur, where violent
clashes and stone-pelting took
place on June 3 over the same
issue, the police demolished
properties belonging to a man

they called a “land mafia linked
to local leader Zafar Hayat
Hashmi who is the main
accused in the violence”. 

UP Police’s additional
director general (law and
order) Prashant Kumar said the
situation is under control now
and the police are taking strict
action against those responsi-
ble for the violence.

Continued on Page 2
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Aday after they went against
their respective party lines

and indulged in cross-voting in
the Rajya Sabha elections, the
Congress and the BJP on
Saturday acted against the
errant MLAs.

The Congress expelled its
Haryana MLA Kuldeep
Bishnoi from “all his present
party positions, including the
post of special invitee of the
Congress Working Committee,
with immediate effect”.

For its part, the BJP sus-
pended its Rajasthan MLA
Shobharani Kushwaha for
cross-voting in favour of a
Congress candidate and asked
her to explain her action.

Bishnoi, who has been cut-
up with the Congress central
leadership for overlooking his
candidature for the party’s
Haryana president’s post, cross-
voted for the BJP-JJP-backed
Independent candidate media

executive Kartikeya Sharma. As
a result, former Union Minister
Ajay Maken lost, in a major
embarrassment for the
Congress which had the
required numbers to win.

Bishnoi, the Congress
MLA from Adampur, followed
up his act with a cryptic tweet
on Saturday morning saying, “I
have the capability to crush
snakes’ hood. I do not leave the
jungle fearing snakes.”

With the Congress favour-
ing old guard Bhupinder Singh
Hooda over him for the PCC
chief ’s post, Bishnoi had been
seeking an appointment with
former Congress president
Rahul Gandhi. However, he did
not get an audience.

In Rajasthan, what came as
a surprise was the cross voting
by BJP MLA Shobharani
Kushwaha in favour of
Congress candidate Pramod
Tiwari, who sailed through
smoothly.

Continued on Page 2
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Two people were killed and
many, including security

personnel, were critically
injured as violent protests
rocked Ranchi over the com-
ments made by two now sus-
pended BJP spokespersons on
Prophet Mohammad, officials
said on Saturday. As per the
post-mortem report, the two
persons died due to gunshot
wounds.

Prohibitory orders under
Section 144 of the CrPC have
been clamped in 12 police sta-
tion areas, including Sukhdev
Nagar, Lower Bazar, Daily
Market and Hindpidi, to pre-
vent any further flareups, they
said. Internet has also been sus-
pended in the district, they
added. 

The situation is under con-
trol and is being monitored.
Sufficient security forces have
been deployed. CCTV footage
and videos are being scruti-

nised and necessary action will
be taken, the officials said.
Over two dozen people were
injured in the clashes that
rocked the State Capital on
Friday, officials said.

Thirteen of the critically
injured people were admitted
to the Rajendra Institute of
Medical Sciences (RIMS), doc-
tors there said. “Two of them
died late last night. The condi-
tion of three people is serious
and they are battling for their
lives. 

Continued on Page 2
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The Delhi Police has regis-
tered a case in connection

with Friday’s protest outside
Jama Masjid to demand the
arrest of suspended BJP
spokesperson Nupur Sharma
for her controversial remarks
on Prophet Mohammad, offi-
cials said on Saturday.

According to Shweta
Chauhan, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), Central district, an
First Information Report (FIR)
has been registered under sec-
tion 188 (disobedience to order
duly promulgated by public
servant) of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) on Friday against
the protesters and further
investigation is underway.

Police said the messages
circulated on WhatsApp are
being scrutinised and the ini-
tial probe has identified 4-5
miscreants, who are locals.

“Police might add more

UPC sections, keeping in view
the provocation as witnessed by
our police force and in the con-
tents of CCTV footage that
have been acquired,” said
police.

On Friday, the DCP had
said, “Around 1,500 people
had gathered at the mosque for
Friday prayers. When the
prayers ended peacefully, some
people came outside, started
shouting slogans. 

Continued on Page 2
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Kolkata: BJP’s West Bengal
unit president Sukanta
Majumdar was arrested on
Saturday afternoon when he
tried to visit violence-hit
Howrah district, police said.
Majumdar, the MP, was
arrested near the toll plaza
on Vidyasagar Setu, they
said.
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New Delhi: A YouTuber from
Kashmir, Faisal Wani, has
been arrested for posting a
video that showed him
beheading an effigy of a sus-
pended BJP spokesperson.
Police said the video had
caused fear and alarm among
the public.
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West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on

Saturday took the lead in
attempting to forge a unity for
the Presidential polls and wrote
to almost all the Opposition
leaders requesting them to
attend a meeting on June 15
convened by her in the nation-
al Capital to prepare a joint
strategy for the upcoming elec-
tions. 

Besides writing to
Congress chief Sonia Gandhi,
Mamata also reached out to the
Opposition CMs and leaders to
participate in the joint meeting
in the national Capital. 

The Bengal Chief Minister
addressed her letter to 22
Opposition leaders.

Detailed report on P4
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Young Indian Grandmaster
R Praggnanandhaa

emerged winner in the Norway
Chess Group A open chess
tournament here with 7.5
points from nine rounds.

The 16-year-old GM, the
top-seed, was in fine form and
remained unbeaten through
the nine rounds. He finished
the tournament with a win over
fellow Indian V Praneeth, an
International Master, on Friday.

Praggnanandhaa (Elo
2642) finished a full point
ahead of second-placed IM
Marsel Efroimski (Israel) and
IM Jung Min Seo (Sweden). 

Former world champion
Viswanathan Anand scored a
win over Aryan Tari in the
ninth and final round to finish

third in the Norway Chess
tournament which was won by
world number one Magnus
Carlsen. Praneeth with six
points was joint third but was
placed sixth due to an inferior
tie-break score.

Apart from beating
Praneeth, Praggnanandhaa
posted wins over Victor
Mikhalevski (in round 8),
Vitaly Kunin (round 6),
Mukhammadzokhid Suyarov
(round 4), Semen Mutusov
(round 2) and Mathias
Unneland (round 1). He drew
his other three games. 

Continued on Page 2
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An Army jawan from
Dehradun deployed on the

India-China border in
Arunachal Pradesh has been
missing for the past 13 days,
causing great anxiety among
his family members in
Dehradun.

The jawan, Prakash Singh
Rana, was reported missing on
May 29. Army authorities
informed his wife about it tele-
phonically.

A jawan in 7th Garhwal
Rifles, Rana who is originally
a resident of Ukhimath in
Rudraprayag district was
deployed at the Thakla post on
the Indo-China border in
Arunachal Pradesh.

With the jawan missing
from his Thakla post on the
Indo-China border for the past
13 days, his family including his
wife Mamata and his two
minor children Anuj (10) and
daughter Anamika (7) are a
worried lot.

BJP MLA from Sahaspur,
Sahdev Singh Pundir, met the
jawan's family at their Sainik
colony residence here on Friday
to share their concern.

“I have spoken to the
Union Minister of State for
Defence Ajay Bhatt about it and
he has assured me that some-
thing will be done,” Pundir told
PTI.

He said details of the miss-
ing jawan have been sent to the
Union Minister. 
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Nagaland Police has charge-
sheeted at least 30 mem-

bers of the 21 Para Special
Force, including a Major, in the
December 4, 2021 botched
Army operations in Oting-
Tiru area of Mon district when
at least 13 civilians died.

The chargesheet has
slapped charges of murder and
culpable homicide not amount-
ing to murder under  on the
team of soldiers. 

The probe which preceded
the chargesheet has found that
the team had not followed the
Standard Operating Procedure
and Rules of Engagement and
had resorted to indiscriminate
and disproportionate firing
leading to immediate death of
six civilians and grievous injury
to two more.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at Chumoukedima Police
Complex on Saturday, Director
General of Police (DGP),

Nagaland, T John Longkumer
said that the Tizit Police Station
case related to the Oting inci-
dent where civilians were killed
in an ambush laid for militants
as a result of mistaken identi-
ty on December 4, 2021.

The case was re-registered
by State Crime Police Station
on December 5 against
unknown persons of the Indian
Army under sections 302, 304
and 34 IPC and investigation
handed over to a SIT.

“A professional and thor-
ough investigation was car-
ried out by the SIT” in this case,
he said, adding that various
evidences, including relevant
important documents from
various authorities and sources,
scientific opinions from CFSL
Guwahati, Hyderabad and
Chandigarh and technical evi-
dences from National Institute
of Electronics & Information
Technology were collected dur-
ing the course of investigation.

Continued on Page 2
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In a significant initiative, the
United Nations General

Assembly (UNGA) has adopt-
ed an India-sponsored resolu-
tion on multilingualism that
mentions the Hindi language
for the first time.

The resolution passed on
Friday encourages the UN to
continue disseminating impor-
tant communications and mes-
sages in official as well as in
non-official languages, includ-
ing in Hindi language.

“This year, for the first
time, the resolution has a men-
tion of Hindi language. ...The
resolution also mentions
Bangla and Urdu for the first
time. We welcome these addi-
tions,” India’s Permanent
Representative to the United
Nations, Ambassador TS
Tirumurti.

He said multilingualism is
recognised as a core value of

the UN and expressed gratitude
to the Secretary-General for
prioritising multilingualism.

“India has been partnering
with the UN Department of
Global Communications since
2018 by providing an extra-
budgetary contribution to
mainstream and consolidate
news and multimedia content
in the Hindi language,” he said.

As part of these efforts,
‘Hindi @ UN’ project was
launched in 2018 with an
objective to enhance the pub-
lic outreach of the United
Nations in the Hindi language,
and to spread greater awareness
about global issues among mil-
lions of Hindi-speaking popu-
lations around the world.

Continued on Page 2
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Target killings in the valley
were an act of desperation

on part of the militants to
provoke security forces to
commit a mistake so that
people can hit the streets in
protest, Jammu and Kashmir
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha said on Saturday.

"Target killings of innocent
people have taken place. I
believe the society should
condemn it. A woman teacher,
who imparts education to
children, is killed, if the society
does not condemn it, then I
think, we are shirking away
from our duties," Sinha said
during a function in Kulgam
district in south Kashmir.

He said the killings were an
act of desperation. 

"These are acts of
desperation. J-K administration
follows the policy of 'gunahgaar
ko chhodo mat, aur begunah

ko chhedo mat' (Do not spare
the culprit, but do not touch the
innocent).

"Target killings are taking
place deliberately in the hope
that police and security forces
commit a mistake, kill an
innocent person, and the
people come out on streets to
protest," he said. 

Sinha said the
administration will not let that
happen. 

"There will be no action
against an innocent person by
the police, security forces or the
J-K administration," he added. 

The militancy was in its last
stage and "when a candle is
about to burn out, its flame
flares bright," Sinha said.

The 'flare' of militancy was
intense as the police and
security forces have tightened
the noose around them, the LG
said, adding, "it is our
endeavour is to rid the people
here of terrorism." 

He said the road to
progress and development goes
through peace.

Calling upon people to
condemn such attacks, the J-K

LG said that time has come for
people to come forward and
support police and security
forces in their campaign to root
out terrorism. 
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Two terrorists were killed
in two separate

encounters with security
forces in Kulgam and
Pulwama districts of Jammu
and Kashmir on Saturday,
police said. Acting on specific
information regarding the
presence of a terrorist in
village Khandipora area of
Kulgam, a cordon and search
operation was launched by
the security forces there, a
police spokesman said.

During the search
operation, as the search party
approached towards the
suspected spot, the hiding
terrorist  f ired
indiscriminately upon the
forces, which was retaliated
effectively leading to an
encounter, he said.

However, in order to
evacuate the civilians trapped
around the encounter site,
the forces ensured the
evacuation of all civilians to
the safer  places,  the
spokesman said.
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A week after the city
witnessed chaotic protests

marred by stone pelting, the
Kanpur Development
Authority (KDA) on Saturday
demolished a multi-storey
building allegedly owned by a
close aide of the main accused
in the incident, police said.

Police also arrested one
Nizam Qureshi, who officials
claim is another mastermind
of the June 3 violence. Qureshi
was among the 36 accused
whose names were mentioned
in the FIR lodged soon after
the violence, a police official
said.

Kanpur's Joint
Commissioner of Police (Law
and Order) Anand Prakash
Tiwari confirmed the arrest.

"Nizam Qureshi has been
arrested from Kanpur in
connection with the June 3
incident," the officer said,
adding that the accused had
gone underground since the

violence took place.
According to police

sources,  Qureshi shared
incendiary messages on social
media platforms and provoked
people to indulge in stone
pelting. The investigators are
trying to recover information
related to the violence from
Qureshi's phone.

"Qureshi was one of the
key conspirators of the Kanpur
violence. Messages from his
mobile phones were sent to
over half-a-dozen other
mobile phones that are now
being tracked," said a senior
official, requesting anonymity.

Some crucial information
pertaining to the violence was
also found from a social media
group of which the prime
accused in the violence, Zafar
Hayat Hashmi, was a member,
the officer said.

Qureshi is the head of
Jamiatul Qureshi, an unofficial
body of the Qureshi
community in Kanpur.

He is a former Samajwadi

Party (SP) district secretary.
District SP chief Imran told
PTI that Qureshi was expelled
from the party on May 22 for
anti-party activities and not
taking interest in the party's
programmes.

Tiwari said the KDA has
demolished a four-storey
residential building owned by
Mohammad Ishtiyaq, who is
said to be a close aide of
Hashmi.

There are reasons to
believe that investments in
the construction of the
building  were made by
Hashmi, the officer said,
adding that the demolition
was carried out in accordance
with the relevant norms and
regulations.

Ishtiyaq passed away a
couple of years ago, he said.

The building was located
at Swaroopnagar and was built
around three years ago, police
said. Authorities brought
down some parts of the
ground floor and the first

floor of the building amid
heavy police deployment.

The building was vacant at
the time of the demolition,
police said.

According to police,
Ishtiyaq, who ran a tailoring
shop till a few years ago, was
subsequently engaged in real
estate business. Hashim was a
major investor in the
demolished building, they
said. On Friday, a court here
remanded Hashmi, Jawed
Ahmad Khan, Mohammad
Rahil and Sufiyan in police
custody for three days.

"The accused were taken
into police custody on
Saturday morning and will
remain in custody till Tuesday
morning," Tiwari said.

Violence broke out in
Kanpur on June 3 after some
people gathered demanding
strict action against former
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
spokesperson Nupur Sharma
over her comments on
Prophet Mohammad.

�������������	��� ��
���%���"	����
+��
������	��������&���
����	����

����� 5����4���9�4;

Union minister Prahlad
Singh Patel on Saturday

said Pakistan is jealous of the
peace prevailing in India and its
growing reputation and called
for the caution to guard against
the use of religious fanatics to
create unrest.

Against the backdrop of
protests in West Bengal and
other states over the remarks of
former BJP functionaries Nupur
Sharma and Naveen Kumar
Jindal against Prophet
Mohammad, the minister said
the creation of a conflict in this
diverse culture is a challenge for
the country and is a matter of
concern.

"Everyone knows that some
people are jealous of the rising
reputation and peace in India.
Who are they? It's our
neighbour Pakistan. Our

country needs to be alert if
someone going on this path
using some fanatics on religious
grounds. The government is on
alert and going to act as per the
law," Patel said after attending a
programme. 

He said creating such a
situation in the country's mixed
culture, which has no conflict,
is a matter of concern and a
challenge for the country. 

"I confidently say that
somewhere the forces from
abroad might have bad
intentions and conspire but
those who are here (in the
country) are becoming their
(forces from abroad) weapon,
and the country needs to be
alert about them," he said.

The Central government
and the BJP want the Ganga-
Jamuni tradition (religious
harmony) to continue in the
country, Patel added. 
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Private schools running on
Government land in Delhi

can submit proposals for a fee
hike for the 2022-2023
academic year but cannot
increase fees without prior
approval of the Directorate of
Education (DOE).

The DoE has issued a
circular stating that the
private schools operating on
government land in the
national capital can submit
proposals for a fee hike for the
2022-2023 academic year.

The department has
reiterated that the schools
cannot hike fees without its
prior nod.

According to the circular
issued by the DoE, "All the
pending fee hike proposals
submitted by the private
unaided recognised schools
running on the land allotted
by the DDA (Delhi
Development Authority) or
other land-owning
agencies...For session 2020-
2021 have become
infructuous...Such schools

may submit their fee hike
proposals, if any, for the
session 2022 23."

The schools can submit
their fee-hike proposals for
the current academic year
between June 12 (Sunday)
and June 27.

The Delhi government
has sought fee-hike proposals
after a gap of two years. After
the lockdown in 2020, the
DoE had directed the schools
not to collect any fee except
the tuition fee and prohibited
them from increasing the
fees.

"The proposal submitted
by the schools shal l  be
scrutinised and examined by
the Director of Education
through any officer or team
authorised on this behalf. All
such schools are strictly
directed not to increase any
fee until the sanction is
conveyed to their proposal by
the Director of Education. In
case no proposal is submitted
by the school in response to
this order, the school shall not
increase its  fee for the
academic session 2022-23,"
the circular further said.
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Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia will hold a

meeting with the
representatives of wholesale
market associations across the
city on Monday to get inputs
and suggestions on organising
the Delhi Wholesale Shopping
Festival to boost job avenues.

According to the Chamber
of Trade and Industry (CTI)
Chairman Brijesh Goyal,
representatives of over 20
wholesale markets of the
national capital are likely to
attend the meeting.

The Delhi government in
its "Rozgar Budget" had
proposed Delhi Shopping
Festival and a Delhi Wholesale
Shopping Festival to generate
job opportunities. A total
outlay of Rs 250 crore was
proposed in the budget for the
Delhi Shopping Festival and
the Wholesale Shopping

Festival.
"This meeting will be

headed by Deputy CM Manish
Sisodia at the Delhi Secretariat.
Market associations of over 20
wholesale markets are likely to
participate in the meeting
where the government will
have a dialogue with traders
and know their suggestions
and check the feasibility of
selecting suitable markets to
organise the wholesale
shopping festival," Goyal said.

He said representatives of
some prominent wholesale
markets such as Kashmiri Gate,
Sadar Bazar, Naya Bazar, Karol
Bagh, Chawri Bazar, Chandni
Chowk, Khari Baoli and
Gandhi Nagar will participate
in the meeting.

In the meeting, the traders
will also apprise the
government about issues being
faced by them, if any, in their
respective market areas, he
said.
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Delhi Environment Minister
Gopal Rai on Saturday

asked the Centre to create a
joint action plan to fight air
pollution in the capital. The
minister also said only 30 per
cent of Delhi's pollution is
generated locally and the rest
comes from outside.

"Vehicular pollution is a
challenge in Delhi. We had
earlier introduced CNG and
now taken a conscious decision
to move towards electric
vehicles. All industrial units in
the city have shifted to PNG,"
he said.

Rai said the government is
currently working on a mega
tree plantation drive. "We're
increasing green cover, making
people aware, but a joint action
plan through the Centre's
intervention is the need of the
hour," the minister said.

��	�� ���	
�� 	�������� �
�������	�	��"
�������/�� 

������ �8���8�
�

US Defence Secretary Lloyd
Austin on Saturday said

that the US will do its part to
control tensions with China and
prevent any future conflict as
Beijing is becoming
‘increasingly aggressive in the
Asian region’. 

“That’s especially important
as the PRC (People’s Republic
of China) adopts a more
coercive and aggressive
approach to its territorial
claims," Austin was quoted as
saying by Channel NewsAsia
(CNA) while addressing the
Shangri-La Dialogue in
Singapore.

The IISS Shangri-La
Dialogue is Asia’s premier
defence summit where defence
ministers, world leaders, senior
officials, as well as business
leaders and security experts
discuss and debate the region’s
most pressing security

challenges. The summit is being
held in Singapore from June 10-
12.

Relations between the two
countries have soured due to
clashes over Taiwan, China’s
human rights record and
military activity in the South
China Sea. China continues to
push its agenda on Taiwan and
has warned that it will reunify
the island-nation if required.

Austin reiterated the Biden
administration’s promise that
the US will stand with all its
allies including Taiwan. 

His comments came after a
meeting with Chinese
counterpart Wei Fenghe where
both ministers committed to
take steps to better maintain the
relationship between both
countries.

Austin also highlighted the
recent altercation between
Chinese People’s Liberation
Army Air Force (PLAAF) jets
with those of other countries.
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Delhi’s Social Welfare
Minister, Rajendra Gautam

on Saturday said that the Arvind
Kejriwal Government has
decided to do a complete make-
over of the Kalinga Institute of
Social Sciences Delhi
Government Senior Secondary
Residential School
(KISSDGSSRS) to provide
world-class facilities to the
students.Gautam inspected the
school with the PWD officials
and the SC/ST departments on
Saturday. 

Gautam also reviewed the
progress of construction of the
new hostel, kitchen and dining
block on the premises. He also
discussed the various issues
related to the infrastructure of
the school. Gautam said that the
residential school will undergo a
complete make-over to have
world-class facilities for the
students.
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From Page 1
“Police deployment always

remains at Jama Masjid during
Friday prayers. The protesters
were dispersed within 10 to 15
minutes and the situation is
peaceful. Legal action will be
taken in connection with the
incident. We have identified
some of the miscreants and our
teams are working to identify
others,” said the DCP.

After the Friday prayers, a
large crowd of people had
gathered on the steps of the
famous mosque, carrying
placards and shouting slogans
against Sharma and Jindal,
former head of the Delhi BJP’s
media unit, for allegedly
making derogatory remarks
on the Prophet.

Shahi Imam of Jama
Masjid, Syed Ahmed Bukhari,

had distanced himself from the
protest, saying “nobody knows
who the protesters were” and
demanded action against such
people.

The row over the remarks
against Prophet Mohammad
escalated on Sunday with
protests from countries such as
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Qatar
and Iran, prompting the BJP to
suspend Sharma and expel

Jindal as the party asserted that
it respects all religions.

The Delhi Police has
registered an FIR against 31
people, including AIMIM chief
Asaduddin Owaisi and
controversial priest Yati
Narsinghanand, and filed a
separate case against Sharma
for allegedly spreading hate
and hurting religious
sentiments.

From Page 1
UP police said it had

arrested 237 people from
various districts.  In
Saharanpur and Prayagraj,
police officials said action will
be taken against those arrested
under the stringent National
Security Act. Among those
arrested, 68 were held in
Prayagraj and 50 in Hathras,
Kumar said in a statement on
Saturday.

He said 55 people were
arrested in Saharanpur, 28 in
Ambedkarnagar, 25 in
Moradabad, eight in
Firozabad, and three is
Aligarh. In Prayagraj after
Friday prayer,  some
motorcycles and carts were set

on fire and an attempt was
made to set ablaze a police
vehicle. Police used tear gas
and lathis to disperse mobs
and peace was later restored
and one policeman was hurt in
the region. Nupur Sharma
was suspended by the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
while another leader, Naveen
Jindal, was expelled over their
controversial remarks on
Prophet Mohammad.

The comments led to an
intense backlash in several
Islamic countries and calls for
a boycott of Indian products.
There have been protests in
many Indian cities as well,
while multiple FIRs have been
registered against Sharma. 

From Page 1
The Indian teenaged star

has been putting in impressive
performances in recent times
and had beaten world number
one  Magnus Carlsen for a
second time in the Chessable
Master online event and lost
a close final to China’s Ding
Liren.

The GM will be part of
the India B team in the open
event of the 44th Chess
Olympiad in Chennai next
month.

Praggnanandhaa’s coach
R B Ramesh congratulated
him after the win and said it
will help boost his confidence.

“Congratulations to him
for the victory. He was the top
seed, so it is not a surprise
that he won the tournament.
He played well in general,
drew three games with black
pieces and won the remaining
games. It will help boost his
confidence,” Ramesh said. 

From Page 1
The injured include CRPF

personnel and policemen,” a
RIMS official said, adding the
two deaths were caused by bullet
injuries.  Ranchi’s Senior
Superintendent of Police (SSP)
Surendra Kumar Jha was
admitted to a hospital with head
injury, officials said.  Besides
head, he also received injuries in
other parts of his body after he
was hit by stones, they said.

Some Hindutva outfits have
called for a Ranchi bandh on
Saturday, asking traders to keep
their shops shut in protest against
the violence.  “We have called for
a peaceful Ranchi bandh today
against yesterday’s incident. All
Hindu religious organisations
such as VHP, Hindu Jagaran
Manch and others have extended
their support to the bandh call,”
Mahavir Mandal president
Ashok Purohit told PTI. 

He said traders have been
urged to shut their shops
voluntarily.  “We will not take to
the streets to enforce bandh.
Since morning, we are witnessing
huge support from traders to our
bandh call,” Purohit said. 

From Page 1
The DGP said the probe

was complete and the
chargesheet was submitted to
the District and Sessions Court,
Mon on May 30, 2022 through
Assistant Public Prosecutor.

A case under various
sections of the IPC has been
made out against thirty
members of the operations
team of 21 Para Special Force
including a Major, two Subedar,
eight Havildars, four Naiks, six
lance naiks and nine
paratroopers, he said.

Accordingly, the DGP said
that the CID report seeking
sanction for prosecution was
forwarded to the Department
of Military Affairs in the first
week of April this year and a

reminder sent in May. The
sanction for prosecution is still
awaited, he said.

Meanwhile, the charge-
sheet has been filed, pending
sanction for prosecution
against the 30 accused, he said.

Investigation has revealed
that Alpha team of 21 Para
Special Force consisting of 31
personnel led by a Major
launched an operation in Oting
Tiru Area on December 3,
2021, based on  intelligence
inputs on the presence of a
group of National Socialist
Council of Nagaland
(Khaplang) (Yung Aung)
(NSCN-K(YA) and United
Liberation Front of Asom
(ULFA) cadres in the area, he
said.

From Page 1
“In this context, I would

like to recall UNSC resolution
13(1) adopted In its first
session on 1 Feb. 1946, which
stated that the United Nations
cannot achieve its purposes
unless the people of the world
are fully informed of its aims
and activities,” the Indian
envoy said.

He further stated it is
imperative that
multilingualism at the United

Nations in a true sense is
embraced and India will
support the UN in achieving
this objective. Multilingualism
is an essential factor in
harmonious communication
among peoples and an enabler
of multilateral diplomacy. It
ensures effective participation
of all in the Organization’s
work, as well as greater
transparency and efficiencies
and better outcomes.

“Multilingualism is

recognized by the General
Assembly as a core value of the
Organization. As such, all
United Nations Secretariat
entities are expected to
contribute actively and
demonstrate their
commitment to this joint
endeavor. Multilingualism
mandates also call for the
mainstreaming of
multilingualism throughout
the Secretariat,” according to
UN.

From Page 1
The BJP’s Union Minister

Piyush Goyal, it’s Kisan
Morcha’s national general
secretary Dr Anil Bonde and
party’s State spokesperson and
former Kolhapur MP
Dhananjay Mahadik romped
home in the RS polls. Goyal
and Bonde, both BJP
candidates, got the highest
votes at 48 each, while Mahadik
secured 41 votes.

The NCP’s Praful Patel
secured 43 votes, while the
Congress Imran Pratapgadi
got 44 votes Shiv Sena’s Sanjay
Raut managed to get 41 votes.

While the Shiv Sena is in
the process of analysing the
contributory factors for its
second candidate Pawar’s
defeat, the BJP -led by former
Chief Minister and current
leader of the Opposition in the
Assembly Devendra Fadnavis -
outmanoeuvred the ruling
MVA by winning one extra seat
in the RS polls.   

The election for the sixth
seat turned out to be the
highlight of the Rajya Sabha
elections, which exposed the
lack of coordination among the
MVA constituents - Shiv Sena,
NCP and Congress, leading to
the defeat of the Shiv Sena’s
second candidate.

From Page 1
His victory was not

expected because of a tough
fight from media baron Subash
Chandra given the uncertainty
related to the BSP MLAs who
had joined the Congress.

Leader of Opposition
Gulab Chand Kataria issued an
order stating Kushwaha voted
for Tiwari despite a whip and
that she was being suspended
from the BJP’s primary
membership.

In the letter, Kataria also
asked the MLA to clarify why
she voted against the whip. BJP
State president Satish Poonia
said the party high command
has been informed about the
matter. 
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The Delhi Metro's Violet
Line services were delayed

for two hours on Saturday
with commuters facing hard-
ship. This is the third time in
the week when an entire metro
corridor has been impacted by
a glitch.

The Violet Line connects
Kashmere Gate in Delhi and
Ballabgarh in Haryana. “Violet
Line update delay in services
between Kashmere Gate and
Raja Nahar Singh (Ballabgarh).
Normal services on all other
lines," the DMRC tweeted
around 8:30 am. At 10:30 am,
the DMRC tweeted saying,
normal services on the Violet
Line have resumed.

DMRC issued a statement
saying, "There was an inter-
mittent signalling issue
between Central Secretariat
and Khan Market stations of
the Violet Line today due to

which trains were run at
restricted speed in this section
from 8 am to 10:15 am. This
resulted into minor bunching
of trains as they crossed this
small section" "However , trains
were running normal on rest of
the major portion of line dur-
ing this period.

The singnalling issue was
resolved at 10:15 AM and train
services resumed normal in
overall stretch of the Vilolet

Line," it said.  Commuters
took to Twitter to share that
they were waiting for trains for
a long time at stations on their
way to work or other destina-
tions. "@OfficialDMRC stand-
ing at Kashmere gate from last
15 minutes metro not moving
worst services Delhi metro..
Daily new drama.. Due to you
guys we are getting late and our
salary deducts for same.. Very
lame services," wrote user
@Mayank011097 soon after
the delay was reported. 

Another user, @aashnadv,
posted: "Why no announce-
ment again! We are waiting at
Sarita Vihar Metro Station but
no idea about the train, NO
ANNOUNCEMENT!! I
understand issues may pop up
anytime, but keeping travellers
informed isn't important?"
Many commuters also reacted
in a lighter vein. User @play-
erkasp said he was proud of the
Delhi Metro and its services.

"There could be some techni-
cal problems. Its all machinery
anything can be happen. You
can leave early for your office.
Although I am proud of delhi
metro and its services," the user
tweeted.

Delhi Metro passengers,
largely office-goers, on
Thursday had faced inconve-
nience when services on its
Blue Line were delayed for
over two hours due to a tech-
nical snag. The Blue Line con-
nects Dwarka Sector-21 in
Delhi to Noida Electronic City,
along with a branch line to
Vaishali.

This was the second time
in the week when the entire
Blue Line had been impacted
by a glitch. On June 6, a large
number of commuters on the
Blue Line had faced hardship as
services across corridor were
impacted for nearly an hour-
and-a-half due to a technical
snag caused by a bird hit. 
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Panic reigned at Rohini's
Brahm Shakti hospital on

Saturday morning when a fire
broke out in its ICU and
claimed the life of a 64-year-old
patient.  Several people, includ-
ing patients, were rescued in
time thanks to sparse crowd
inside the northwest Delhi
hospital at the time of the
incident.

According to Pranav Tayal,
the Deputy Commissioner of
Police (DCP), Rohini district,
the information regarding the
fire was received around 5 am,
following which the local police
reached the spot and called fire
tenders

Delhi Fire Services (DFS)
Director Atul Garg said a total
of nine fire tenders were rushed
to the spot to douse the flames.
The fire has been completely
doused, Garg said.

All were safely rescued
except one patient, who was
admitted to the ICU and on a
ventilator support, the DCP
said.“Holi, a kidney patient
and resident of Prem Nagar,

was taken out but he died due
to the disruption in power and
oxygen support. No opera-
tional fire fighting system was
found in place and the fire exit
door was found
locked/blocked,” said police.

A Delhi health department
official, however, said the hos-
pital was in possession of a fire
NOC. On the fire equipment
not working, the official said it
is the responsibility of the fire
department to assess the equip-
ment.

A case under Indian Penal
Code (IPC) sections 285 (neg-
ligent conduct with respect to
fire or combustible mat-ter),
287 (negligent conduct with
respect to machinery), and
304A (causing death by negli-
gence) is being registered in
this regard at the Vijay Vihar
police station, the DCP said.

One of the evacuee said
though there was no chaos,
people did get terrified.  90
years old Khushi was admitted
in the hospital and had come
out of the hospital as the fire
raged on its third floor. "I have
some issues with my legs and

was admitted here six days ago.
I was sleeping with my moth-
er in room number 206 when
a nurse came and asked us to
leave immediately as there was
a fire on the third floor in the
ICU. We took our belongings
with us, but my books were left
inside the room," she said. Her
mother Mamta Gupta said that
though people escaped in time,
everyone got scared and some

of them even broke down.
Khushi said she is preparing for
her journalism exams.

Surabhi Bhalla, 26, a resi-
dent of Budh Vihar, said she
was on the second floor when
the fire broke out. "I was admit-
ted to the hospital last Saturday
after being down with a stom-
ach infection. I was sleeping in
my room with my daughter
and husband.
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The shortage in supply of
vegetables in the national

Capital has led to the price
inflation with tomato and pota-
to being sold at Rs 60-80 per kg
and Rs 23-25 respectively,
across the mandis in the city. 

Not only is the soaring
price troubling the residents of
the Capital but the vegetable
vendors are also facing the
heat of rising prices of vegeta-
bles. The Pioneer inspected

several mandis and vegetable
wholesale markets across the
city to find the reason behind
the increased prices of toma-
toes. If the prices of tomatoes
and potatoes were compared to
last year's prices there is a
major hike, which was never
recorded before as the rate
nearly doubled in major cities
within a year.

Currently, the tomatoe
prices skyrocketed to Rs 60-80
per kg in Delhi against Rs 15
per kg last year, according to

the survey. This year, the prices
of potatoes in the Capital city
increased to Rs 25 against Rs 20
as of June 1, 2021. 

The prices of onion also
hiked by over Rs 10 per kg, as
ot costs Rs 30 per kg against Rs
20 in month of June last year.
The rate of the lemon nearly
doubled over the year as it costs
Rs 120 per kg this year against
Rs 60 per kg last year.

Meanwhile, the cost of
other vegetable like cauliflower
Rs 30, brinjal Rs 30 and bot-
tlegourd Rs 100 is the same as
compared to the last year.

Charan Kumar, a vegetable
vendor said that the prices of
tomatoes and potatoes are ris-
ing due to the tight supply from
the major sellers including
Bangalore and Nasik. 

The current supply is com-
ing from Haryana, but the
quantity is not sufficient which
is the biggest reason behind the
price surge. Another vegetable
vendor, Lalan Yadav said that
retail also they have to sell the
vegetables at the purchasing

rates only as people have
stopped buying them, due to
increased prices. In market,
there is a shortage of tomatoes
and it's getting very difficult for
sellers to even earn their living
by selling them. 

Another major problem is
the scorching heatwave in the
city following which vegetables
get destroyed as buyers are not
stepping out in market instead
they prefer to order vegetables
online.

On other hand, the buyers
were seen buying tomatoes in
very less quantities, hoping
that prices will come down
soon.

Arun Singh, a buyer said
that budget of household is
deteriorated because of sudden
increase in the prices of major-
ly used vegetable, like tomatoes
and potatoes. It is very difficult
for a middle class family to sur-
vive in this situation. Another
buyer, who did not wish to be
named, said that he is sole
earner in family and monthly
his income is Rs 20,000. 

���))��������� �8���8�
�

The national Capital on
Saturday recorded 795

fresh coronavirus cases and
zero death, while positivity
rate increased to 4.11 per cent,
according to data shared by the
health department.

Delhi had reported 899
new coronavirus cases and
four related deaths on May 13,
while the positivity rate had
stood at 3.34 per cent, accord-
ing to official figures. 

On both Thursday and
Friday, daily cases were report-
ed in excess of 600, and posi-
tivity rate had stood at over 3
per cent. Experts said people
lowering their guard and vaca-
tion period are main reasons

behind recent increase in coro-
navirus cases in national cap-
ital. Experts say everybody has
lowered guard so such spikes
(of cases) will happen. “Patients
are recovering in three to four
days, and are having fever,
body ache or loose motions.
The good thing is that there is
no lung involvement and
requirement of oxygen,"
experts said. 

With the new cases, Delhi's
COVID-19 tally has increased
to 19,12,063 while death toll
stood at 26,218, the department
said in its latest bulletin. Delhi
on Friday had logged 655
COVID-19 cases and two fatal-
ities, while positivity rate was
3.11 per cent. The city on
Thursday had logged 622

COVID-19 cases and two more
fatalities, while the positivity
rate was 3.17 per cent. A total
of 19,326 COVID-19 tests were
conducted in the capital the
previous day, it said.

On May 15, Delhi had
reported 613 Covid cases with
a positivity rate of 2.74 per cent
and three deaths. The number
of daily COVID-19 cases in
Delhi had touched the record
high of 28,867 on January 13
this year during third wave of
pandemic. The city recorded a
positivity rate of 30.6 per cent
on January 14, the highest
during third wave of pandem-
ic. The number of active
COVID-19 cases in Delhi
increased to 2,247 from 2,008
on Friday, the bulletin said.
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Delhi Lieutenant Governor
Vinai Kumar Saxena on

Saturday visited the site of the
upcoming Bharat Vandana
Park in Dwarka, and directed
officials to ensure the "highest
standards" of construction in
the project.

The park coming up in the
Dwarka sub-city will be spread
over 220 acres. It will be a
major tourist attraction as it
will have replicas of important
monuments from different
states, an eco-forest zone, and
lakes, officials said.

The Delhi L-G, who is also
the chairman of the Delhi
Development Authority, tweet-
ed pictures from his site visit.

"Took an on-site stock of
the works & progress at the
ambitious upcoming Bharat
Vandana Park in Dwarka.
Stressed on pristine quality &
instructed officials from @offi-
cial_dda & NBCC to try com-
plete the project before sched-
uled deadline, ensuring high-
est standards of construction,"
he said. 

As per the statement

released by the LG office, “After
undertaking a round of and
witnessing the civil works in
progress, the LG directed
senior officials of the DDA and
NBCC present on the occasion
to ensure highest standards of
construction through constant
quality controls and checks. He
also warned the officials that no
compromise in quality will be
accepted.”

“Asking the officials to try
and complete the project for
dedication to the nation and
the city before the scheduled
deadline, Saxena said that he
will personally monitor phys-
ical progress through site vis-
its on a monthly basis,” it said.
“Satisfied with the progress

made so far, despite the pan-
demic related lockdowns and
periodic pollution related bans
on construction in the city, the
LG said that this iconic project
will not only bring about a sea
change in the landscape of the
area but also emerge as a world
class recreational and educa-
tional tourist destination for
residents of Delhi and its visi-
tors alike,” the statement said.
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The Aam Aadmi Party's
candidate for Rajinder

Nagar Legislative assembly by-
elections Durgesh Pathak
sought time from Delhi Police
Commissioner Rakesh
Asthana to hold a discussion
on the law and order situation
in the area.

This comes after a video
went viral showed four people
robbing jewellery worth Rs
10 lakhs from an NBT
Suraksha Kavach member at
gunpoint. The incident took
place on June 6. Pathak said
that there is an urgent need to
revamp the law and order sit-
uation and hence, he has writ-
ten a letter to the CP, Asthana,
to seek an appointment to
meet with him.

“I have written a letter to
Delhi Police Commissioner to
give some time from his busy
schedule. I want to have a
detailed discussion on the law
and order situation in Rajinder
Area with them and how we
can revamp same. 
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No respite from scorching
heat as the maximum tem-

perature in the national Capital
on Saturday settled at 43.8
degrees Celsius, which is four
notches above the normal for
this time of the year. 

According to the data
released by the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) the observatories at
Ridge, Ayanagar, Najafgarh,
Pitampura, Palam, and Lodhi
Road recorded maximum tem-
peratures of 44.9 degrees
Celsius, 44.4 degrees Celsius,
46.3 degrees Celsius, 46.1
degrees Celsius, 44.2 degrees
Celsius and 43.8 degrees
Celsius respectively. Delhi wit-
nessed the peak power demand
of 6991 at 2: 23 pm on Saturday.
On the other hand, several

areas in the national Capital
were reeling under the short
supply of water. The IMD has
forecast no respite for Delhiites
from the scorching heat till
June 15.  

Delhi has been reeling
under severe heatwave condi-
tions for the last one week and
the conditions are expected to
be the same till June 15, owing
to the dry weather.

The data showed that the
minimum temperature settled
at 29.7 degrees Celsius, two
notches warmer for this season.
The relative humidity in Delhi
on Saturday at 8:30 in the
morning was 30 per cent and
15 per cent at 5:30 in the
evening, recorded at Safdarjung
observatory. The IMD said
that partly cloudy skies with
thunder, lightning, and strong
surface winds are expected in

Delhi in the next few days but
no major respite from the heat
is likely till June 15.

Heatwave conditions are
expected to prevail in isolated
pockets of Delhi, Haryana,
northwest Rajasthan, and
Himachal Pradesh till June 15,
a Skymet Weather report said.

The air quality index (AQI)
in Delhi was recorded in the
'poor' (285) category around
6:45 pm, according to System
of Air Quality and Weather
Forecasting And Research
(SAFAR) data.

An AQI between zero and
50 is considered 'good', 51 and
100 'satisfactory', 101 and 200
'moderate', 201 and 300 'poor',
301 and 400 'very poor', and
401 and 500 'severe'. According
to sources in discoms, Delhi
witnessed peak power demand
of 6991 at 2: 23 pm on Saturday.

The national capital witnessed
the minimum power demand
of 4441 at 8:23 am, the sources
said. The city witnessed the
peak power demand 7166 MW
on June 9, which is the highest

this year. While informing
about the reason behind the
peak power demand of the city,
they said that the cooling load
is the main reason behind
Delhi’s power load.  
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West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on

Saturday took the lead in
attempting to forge a unity for
the Presidential polls and wrote
to almost all the Opposition
leaders requesting them to
attend a meeting on June 15
convened by her in the nation-
al Capital to prepare a joint
strategy for the upcoming elec-
tions. 

Besides writing to
Congress chief Soni Gandhi,
Banerjee also reached out to the
opposition CMs and leaders to

participate in the joint meeting
in the national capital, accord-
ing to a statement issued by her
party.

Banerjee addressed her let-
ter to 22 Opposition leaders
including Sonia Gandhi,
Maharashtra CM Uddhav
Thackeray, Delhi CM Arvind
Kejriwal, Kerala CM Pinarayi
Vijayan, Odisha CM Naveen
Patnaik, Tamil Nadu CM MK
Stalin, Telangana CM K
Chandrasekhar Rao, Jharkhand
CM Hemant Soren and Punjab
CM Bhagwant Mann.

"Our hon'ble chairperson
@MamataOfficial calls upon all
progressive opposition forces to

meet and deliberate on the
future course of action keeping
the Presidential elections in
sight, at the Constitution Club,
New Delhi on June 15 2022 at
3 PM," Banerjee's Trinamool
Congress said.

With the Presidential elec-
tion round the corner,
Banerjee, with an initiative of
strong & effective opposition
against the divisive forces, has
reached out to the opposition
CMs and leaders to participate
in a joint meeting," the party
statement said.

Incidentally, TRS chief and
Telangana CM K
Chandrashekhar Rao too have

been active in the last couple of
months in trying to forge a
Opposition unity for the
Presidential polls. Recently,
KCR took a whirlwind tour of
Delhi and Punjab meeting SP
leader Akhilesh Yadav and

Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal,
doling out financial assistance
to farmers before moving south
to meet the likes of former PM
HD Devegowda.

The Presidential polls will
be held on July 18, with 4,809
members of the electoral col-
lege comprising MPs and
MLAs set to elect the successor
to incumbent Ram Nath
Kovind. The counting of votes
will take place on July 21.

A senior member of the
TMC said that the purpose of
the mission is basically to con-
sider some names which can be
proposed as a unanimous
opposition candidate. "There

might be discussion on
whether there is a possibility for
the opposition parties to
announce the name of their
candidate before BJP
announces their nominee," he
said.

He also said that prelimi-
nary discussions between
Mamata Banerjee and
Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh
Yadav have already been made
about the probable names of
candidates.

Soon after BJP clinched
victory in the Assembly polls in
four out of five states, includ-
ing Uttar Pradesh, Banerjee
said on the floor of the Bengal

assembly that the game is not
over yet since BJP will not be
able to get its candidate elect-
ed in the presidential polls
with support from other par-
ties.

Sources said Congress
leader Mallikarjun Kharge
talked to Banerjee over the
phone and that the Trinamool
Congress chief wanted the
opposition to come up with a
consensus candidate for the top
post. Kharge's discussion with
Banerjee came a day after
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi talked to her as well as
Tamil Nadu CM M K Stalin
and Maharashtra CM Uddhav

Thackeray, besides NCP leader
Sharad Pawar and CPI-M
leader Sitaram Yechury, asking
them to organise a common
meeting to discuss the issue of
a joint presidential candidate,
the sources said.

Kharge spoke to Tiruchi
Siva of the DMK, Sanjay Singh
of the AAP, Elamaram Kareem
of the CPI-M and Binoy
Viswam of the CPI on Friday.

He will also hold discus-
sions with Shiv Sena chief
Uddhav Thackeray in this
regard later. He said he will be
holding talks with other oppo-
sition leaders soon. Kovind's
term ends on July 24.
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Colourful fragile orchids
that have endured for mil-

lennia are now increasingly
vanishing from the wild in
India due to habitat destruc-
tion and degradation, climate
change as well as illegal traf-
ficking, according to a new
report by the World Wildlife
Fund, India.

Orchids are one of the
most threatened flowering
plants in the world. India is no
exception. Illegal harvesting
and overexploitation pose a
severe threat with species like

Renanthera spp and a few
slipper Orchids such as
Cypripedium, Paphiopedilum,
showing significant impact
from the practice.

“Orchids are illegally col-
lected and traded for orna-
mental plants, traditional
medicine, and food. The
increasing demand for it is
leading to unsustainable har-
vesting practices. Orchids like
Eulophia dabia and
Dactylorhiza hatagirea popu-
lations are succumbing to
overharvesting also,” said the
report “Factsheet on India's
Orchids in illegal wildlife

trade.”
The increasing demand

for Orchids for various pur-
poses leads to unsustainable
harvesting practices in India.
Protected species of orchids
such as Blue Vanda and Ladies
Slipper have been found in
wildlife seizures across India,
the report pointed out.

Globally, Orchids belong
to the second-largest family of
flowering plants and have
some of the most prized and
traded flowers.

India is home to about
1256 Orchid species, of which
307 species are endemic to the

country. Despite such vast
biodiversity, only 11 species

are protected under India's
Wildlife (Protection) Act.

Export of orchid species spec-
ified under the Schedules of
the Wildlife (Protection) Act,
1972, CITES (Appendix I),
and in the EXIM Policy of
India is prohibited.

IUCN Global Red List has
assessed about 1641 Orchid
species (July 2020) of which
747 are categorised as
'Threatened' with 197 listed as
'Critically Endangered’.

In India, Arunachal
Pradesh is home to about 40%
of Orchid species in the coun-
try and is often referred to as
the 'Orchid Paradise of India.'
About 8% of all flowering

plants  are Orchids. “Since
Orchids are highly sensitive to
the climatic changes in their
habitat and have extensive,
interconnected symbiotic rela-
tionships with organisms like
insects, plants, and fungi, their
presence is a positive indica-
tor of the healthy ecosystem.”

The report stresses on
raising awareness among local
people to encourage them to
preserve the wild Orchid
species in their area. 

Also, medicinally and
ornamentally valuable orchids
such as Renanthera,
Cypripedium, Paphiopedilum,

Habenaria intermedia, H.
pubescens, Eulophia dabia,
Dactylorhiza hatagirea, threat-
ened by illegal trade and over-
exploitation should be includ-
ed in various Schedules of
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972
of India for protection and to
restrain their overharvesting
from the wild. The report also
favours promotion of sustain-
able and traceable use of
threatened Orchids in legally
permitted areas through vil-
lage level Biodiversity
Management Committees as
an additional source of liveli-
hood.

��������+	������%��	���
#�������
�����:���	���������	 ��	�������������

�������#���������
�8���8�
�

With over 8,000 Covid
infections on Saturday,

India has shown the highest
daily cases  in over three
months amid fears of a fourth
Covid wave. 

A total of 8,329 fresh
Covid-19 cases and 10 deaths
were reported in the last 24
hours. While the total active
cases stand at 40,370, the coun-
try saw 4,216 recoveries. On
Friday, the country had report-
ed 7,584 cases and 24 deaths.

A senior health official
said that a total of 8,329 new
coronavirus cases were report-
ed in a span of 24 hours, while
the death toll due to the disease
has climbed to 5,24,757, as per
the data updated at 8 am

The active cases now com-
prise 0.09 per cent of the total
infections, while the national
COVID-19 recovery rate was
recorded at 98.69 per cent, the
Ministry said.

Seventeen districts in the

country, including seven in
Kerala and five in Mizoram,
are reporting a weekly Covid
positivity rate of more than 10
per cent, while in 24 districts,
including seven in Kerala and
four each in Maharashtra and
Mizoram, the weekly positiv-
ity rate is between five and 10
per cent, the  official said.

The top 10 states and
Union territories of concern in
terms of an increasing posi-
tivity rate are Kerala, Mizoram,
Goa, Maharashtra, Delhi,
Haryana, Sikkim, Chandigarh,
Karnataka and Himachal
Pradesh.

Six states and Union terri-
tories -- Kerala, Maharashtra,
Karnataka, Delhi, Haryana and
Tamil Nadu -- have more than
1,000 active Covid cases.

An increase of 4,103 cases
has been recorded in the active
COVID-19 caseload in a span
of 24 hours, the data showed.

The daily positivity rate
was recorded at 2.41 per cent
and the weekly positivity rate
at 1.75 per cent, according to

the health ministry.
The number of people who

have recuperated from the dis-
ease has surged to 4,26,48,308,
while the case fatality rate was
recorded at 1.21 per cent.

The cumulative number of
doses administered in the
country so far under the
nationwide COVID-19 vacci-
nation drive has exceeded
194.92 crore.

India's COVID-19 tally
had crossed the 20-lakh mark
on August 7, 2020, 30 lakh on
August 23, 40 lakh on
September 5, 50 lakh on

September 16, 60 lakh on
September 28, 70 lakh on
October 11, 80 lakh on
October 29, 90 lakh on
November 20 and the one-
crore mark on December 19,
2020.

The country crossed the
grim milestones of two crore
cases on May 4, 2021, and
three crore on June 23.

Ten new fatalities due to
the disease were recorded in
the country — five from
Kerala, two from Delhi and
one each from Gujarat, Uttar
Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh.
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on

Saturday said it has filed a
“prosecution complaint”
(charge sheet) under
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA)
against Nagpur-based lawyer
Satish Uke and his brother
Pradip Uke in connection with
an alleged land grabbing case
against them.

In an official statement, the
ED said the prosecution com-
plaint was filed before a special
PMLA court in Mumbai on
May 26 and it took cognisance
of it on June 9.

The PMLA case against
Uke brothers was filed on the
basis of  the FIRs registered
against them by the Nagpur
Police (Ajni police station) in
which they were charged with
land grabbing in the district by
creating “fake and forged” doc-
uments.

The brothers were arrested

by the ED on March 31 from
Nagpur after searches were
carried out at their premises.
They are currently in jail as part
of judicial custody.

“Satish Uke and Pradip
Uke had resorted to fraud and
forgery and created fake power
of attorney in the name of
Chandrashekhar Namdevrao
Matte and also forged signa-
tures of government officials
and usurped lands from the
original owners with dubious
and malafide intentions,” the
ED alleged in its prosecution
complaint.

“They have, thereafter, sold
some of the lands and amassed
huge amount through illegal
means and thus have dealt
with the proceeds of crime con-
nected with the scheduled
offence and thereby have com-
mitted offences under section
3 of the PMLA,” the agency fur-
ther alleged, while adding that
the proceeds of crime in the
case have been quantified at Rs
38 crore. The lawyer is known

for filing petitions against
senior BJP leader and former
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis over the
last few years. In one of his
applications, he had sought
criminal proceedings against
Fadnavis for “non-disclosure”
of criminal cases in his election
affidavit.

Uke had alleged that the
BJP leader filed a false affidavit
in 2014 by hiding two criminal

cases – of cheating and forgery
– registered against him in 1996
and 1998. He had also peti-
tioned the Nagpur bench of the
Bombay High Court seeking a
police probe into the “suspi-
cious and untimely” death of
CBI judge BH Loya, who
presided over the trial in the
Sohrabuddin Shaikh alleged
fake encounter case. The Judge
had died reportedly due to a
heart attack in Nagpur in 2014.

;����!
������"
��

	��"����	�*�"�&�6#��
�
!��
���#��	�
��������
6!�&��
���"����


����� �8���8�
�

The Jharkhand Government has moved
the Supreme Court challenging an

order of the high court which had accept-
ed the maintainability of a plea seeking
probe against Chief Minister Hemant
Soren for alleged irregularities in grant of
mining lease and also into the transactions
of some shell companies allegedly operated
by his family members and associates.

On June 3, the Jharkhand High Court
had said it was of the considered opinion
that the writ petitions cannot be thrown
away on the ground of maintainability and
it will proceed to hear the matters on merit.

“This court, after having answered the

issue, as framed by this court, and on the
basis of discussions made hereinabove, is
summing up its view and is of the con-
sidered opinion that the writ petitions can-
not be thrown away on the ground of
maintainability,” a division bench of the
high court had said in its order.

Prior to that, on May 24, the apex court
had asked the high court to first hear the
preliminary objections on the maintain-
ability of the public interest litigation (PIL)
seeking probe in the matter.

The top court had observed that the
high court had itself in its May 13 order
said that it would deal with the maintain-
ability of PIL, filed by Shiv Shankar
Sharma, upfront and then it would go into

the merit of allegations levelled in the peti-
tion.

“The issue of maintainability should
be dealt with by the high court on the next
date of listing when the proceedings are
taken up. Based on the outcome of the
objections to the maintainability of the pro-
ceedings, the high court may thereafter
proceed in accordance with law,” the apex
court had said.

It had passed the May 24 order on the
petition filed by the state against two orders
of the high court in the matter. The top
court had also made clear that it has not
made any observation with regard to the
merit of the case and has not dealt with the
allegations levelled in the petition.
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AirAsia India's two A320 aircraft, which
were heading from Delhi to Srinagar,

returned to the national Capital as they
faced technical snags mid-air within a span
of approximately six hours on Saturday.

The Delhi-Srinagar flight I5-712,
which was being operated on A320 aircraft
with registration number VT-APJ, took off
from the Delhi airport at around 11.55
AM, a passenger who was on this flight
said.  After the plane was mid-air for about
half an hour, the pilot announced that the
aircraft (VT-APJ) is facing a technical snag,

the passenger stated. VT-APJ aircraft
safely returned to Delhi airport at around
1.45 PM with all the passengers, the pas-
senger stated.

Another A320 aircraft with registra-
tion number VT-RED was arranged by the
airline to conduct the I5-712 flight so that
the stranded passengers could be taken to
Srinagar, the passenger said.

Some time after the second plane took
off, the pilot announced that this aircraft
(VT-RED) too has developed a technical
snag and it will have to return to the Delhi
airport, the passenger said. VT-RED air-
craft safely returned to Delhi airport at
around 5.30 PM with the passengers.

The airline then told the passengers
that they can either cancel their flight and
get the refund, or they can book another
flight within the next 30 days, the pas-
senger stated. When asked about this inci-
dent, AirAsia India spokesperson said,
"AirAsia India confirms that flight from
Delhi to Srinagar had to return back to
Delhi on account of a technical snag. The
aircraft is being operated after rectification
of the snag to recover continuity of oper-
ations to and from Srinagar."

"We regret the inconvenience and dis-
ruption to the travel plans of our guests and
reaffirm our commitment to safety in all
our operations," the spokesperson noted.
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BJP president JP Nadda on
Saturday interacted with

the heads of missions of 13
countries,  including the
United Kingdom and Nepal
envoy, at the party’s national
headquarters. This was the
fourth such meeting with the
envoys.

“It is our belief that there
should be better communica-
tion between the political sys-
tem and political parties of dif-
ferent countries so that we can
understand the vision of each
other,” Nadda said, wddressing
the visiting diplomats. The
BJP firmly believes in a healthy
democracy and shared cultural
ties, he added.

The ‘Know BJP’ campaign

is the BJP's initiative to intro-
duce the party’s vision, mission
and work culture to different
countries of the world. With
today’s dialogue, the BJP pres-
ident has so far interacted
with the envoys of 47 countries
including the European
Union. The meeting was
attended by the heads of mis-
sions from Austria, Croatia,
Czech Republic, Estonia,
Finland, Lithuania, Serbia,
Spain, United Kingdom,
Jamaica, Mauritius, Nepal and
Thailand. Vijay Chauthaiwale,
the BJP foreign affairs wing
chief and the party's national
spokespersons Rajyavardhan
Singh Rathore and Guru
Prakash were also present.

A documentary showing
the history and developmen-

tal journey of the BJP was
shown to the envoys. Nadda

later answered the questions of
the diplomats in detail. 
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Ukrainian and British offi-
cials warned on Saturday

that Russian forces are relying
on weapons able to cause mass
casualties as they try to make
headway in capturing eastern
Ukraine and fierce, prolonged
fighting depletes resources on
both sides.

Russian bombers have like-
ly been launching heavy 1960s-
era anti-ship missiles in
Ukraine, the U.K. Defense
Ministry said. The Kh-22 mis-
siles were primarily designed to

destroy aircraft carriers using a
nuclear warhead. 

When used in ground
attacks with conventional war-
heads, they "are highly inaccu-
rate and therefore can cause
severe collateral damage and
casualties," the ministry said.
Both sides have expended large
amounts of weaponry in what
has become a grinding war of
attrition for the eastern region
of coal mines and factories
known as the Donbas, placing
huge strains on their resources
and stockpiles.

Russia is likely using the

5.5-tonne anti-ship missiles
because it is running short of
more precise modern missiles,
the British ministry said. It gave
no details of where exactly
such missiles are thought to
have been deployed.

As Russia also sought to
consolidate it's hold over terri-
tory seized so far in the 108-day
war, U.S. Defense Secretary
said Moscow's invasion of
Ukraine "is what happens when
oppressors trample the rules
that protect us all."

"It's what happens when
big powers decide that their

imperial appetites matter more
than the rights of their peace-
ful neighbours," Austin said
during a visit to Asia.  "And it's
a preview of a possible world of
chaos and turmoil that none of
us would want to live in." 

A Ukrainian governor
accused Russia of using incen-
diary weapons in the village of
Vrubivka in Ukraine's eastern
Luhansk province, southwest of
the fiercely contested cities of
Sievierodonetsk and
Lysychansk.

While the use of
flamethrowers on the battle-
field is legal, Serhii Haidai, gov-
ernor of Luhansk province,
alleged the attacks overnight
caused widespread damage to
civilian facilities.

"Information about the
number of victims in Vrubivka,
in the Popasnyanska district, is
being specified. At night, the
enemy used a flamethrower
rocket system - many houses
burnt down," Haidai wrote on
Telegram on Saturday.

The accuracy of Haidai's
claims could not be immedi-
ately verified. Sievierodonetsk
and neighboring Lysychansk
are the last major areas of
Luhansk province remaining
under Ukrainian control. 

Haidai said the Russians
were destroying critical indus-
trial facilities, including railway
depots, a brick factory and a
glass factory. During a visit to

Kyiv by the European Union's
top official, Ukrainian
President Volodymr Zelenskyy
called for a new round of "even
stronger" EU sanctions against
Russia. 

Zelenskyy called for the
new sanctions to target more
Russian officials, including
judges, and to hamper the
activities of all Russian banks,
including gas giant Gazprom's
bank, as well as all Russian
companies helping Moscow
"in any way."

He spoke during a brief
press appearance with
European Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen
at the heavily guarded presi-
dential office compound in
Kyiv.

The pair discussed
Ukraine's aspirations for EU
membership. Zelenskyy said
Ukraine "will do everything" to
integrate with the bloc.

Von der Leyen praised
Ukraine's "strength and
resilience" in the face of Russia's
"horrible and atrocious" inva-
sion and said the EU would
assist with reconstruction so
the country could "rise from
the ashes."

"We are mourning with
you. We share the tears with
you," she said.  Von der Leyen
was on her second visit to
Ukraine since Russia invaded
its neighbor. She was one of the
first European leaders to go to

Ukraine during the war.
Russian-installed officials in
Ukraine's southern
Zaporizhzhia region have set
up a company to buy up local
grain and resell it on Moscow's
behalf, a local representative
told the Interfax news agency
on Saturday. Ukraine and the
West have accused Russia of
stealing Ukraine's grain and
causing a global food crisis that
could cause millions of deaths
from hunger.

Yevgeny Balitsky, the head
of Zaporizhzhia's pro-Russian
provisional administration, said
the new state-owned grain
company has taken control of
several facilities.  He said "the
grain will be Russian" and "we
don't care who the buyer will
be."

Balitsky added that the
company is considering the
purchase of grain from both
this year and last year's har-
vests, with collection beginning
in two weeks. It was not clear
if the farmers whose grain was
being sold by Russia were get-
ting paid.

He said his administra-
tion would not forcibly appro-
priate grain or pressure pro-
ducers to sell it. Russian forces
occupying the southern
Ukrainian city of Melitopol
began handing out Russian
passports to local residents
Saturday, according to Russian
state TASS agency.
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President Joe Biden, speaking
to donors at a Democratic

fundraiser here, said Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy "didn't want to hear
it" when US Intelligence gath-
ered information that Russia
was preparing to invade.

The remarks came as Biden
was talking about his work to
rally and solidify support for
Ukraine as war continues into
its fourth month. "Nothing
like this has happened since
World War II.

I know a lot of people
thought I was maybe exagger-
ating. But I knew we had data
to sustain he" — meaning
Russian President Vladimir
Putin - "was going to go in, off
the border."
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Civilians fled intense fight-
ing in eastern Ukraine

on Friday as Russian and
Ukrainian forces engaged in a
grinding battle of attrition
for key cities in the country's
industrial heartland.

Mostly women, children
and elderly residents left on a
special evacuation train that
departed from the city of
Pokrovsk and headed west.

"We live on the front line
now," said Svitlana Kaplun,
whose family fled as shelling
reached their neighborhood
in the city of Krasnohorivka.
"The kids are worried all the
time, they are afraid to sleep
at night, so we decided to take
them out."

After a bungled attempt to
overrun Kyiv, Ukraine's cap-
ital, in the early days of the
war, Russia shifted its focus to
an eastern region of coal
mines and factories known as
the Donbas. The area borders
Russia and has been partly
controlled by Moscow-backed
separatists since 2014.
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Donald Trump was told the
same thing over and over,

by his campaign team, the data
crunchers, and a steady stream
of lawyers, investigators and
inner-circle allies: There was no
voting fraud that could have
tipped the 2020 presidential
election. 

But in the eight weeks after
losing to Joe Biden, the defeat-
ed Trump publicly, privately
and relentlessly pushed his
false claims of a rigged 2020
election and intensified an
extraordinary scheme to over-
turn Biden's victory.

When all else failed in his
effort to stay in power, Trump
beckoned thousands of his
supporters to Washington on
January 6, 2021, where extrem-
ists groups led the deadly
Capitol siege.

The scale and virulence of
that scheme began to take
shape at the opening House
hearing investigating 1/6.
When the panel resumes
Monday, it will delve into its

findings that Trump and his
advisers knew early on that he
had in fact lost the election but
engaged in a "massive effort" to
spread false information to
convince the public otherwise.

Biden spoke of the impor-
tance of the committee's inves-
tigation in remarks Friday in
Los Angeles.

"The insurrection on
January 6 was one of the dark-
est chapters in our nation's his-
tory," the president said, "a bru-
tal assault on our democracy".

Americans, he said, must
"understand what truly hap-
pened and to understand that
same forces that led to January
6 remain at work today."
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The American  Secretary of
Defence Lloyd Austin

stressed American support for
Taiwan on Saturday, suggesting
at Asia's premier defence forum
that recent Chinese military
activity around the self-gov-
erning island threatens to
change the status quo.

Speaking at the Shangri-La
Dialogue in Singapore, Austin
noted a "steady increase in
provocative and destabilising
military activity near Taiwan,"
including almost daily military
flights near the island by the
People's Republic of China.

"Our policy hasn't changed,
but unfortunately that doesn't
seem to be true for the PRC,"
he said.

Austin said Washington
remains committed to the
"one-China policy," which
recognises Beijing but allows
informal relations and defence
ties with Taipei. 

Taiwan and China split
during a civil war in 1949, but
China claims the island as its
own territory and has not ruled
out using military force to take
it. China has stepped up its mil-

itary provocations against
democratic Taiwan in recent
years, aimed at intimidating it
into accepting Beijing's
demands to unify with the
communist mainland. 

"We remain focused on
maintaining peace, stability
and the status quo across the
Taiwan Strait," Austin said in
his address. "But the PRC's
moves threaten to undermine
security, and stability, and pros-
perity in the Indo-Pacific."

He drew a parallel with the
Russian invasion of Ukraine,
saying that the "indefensible
assault on a peaceful neighbour
has galvanised the world and ...
Has reminded us all of the dan-
gers of undercutting an inter-
national order rooted in rules

and respect."
Austin said that the "rules-

based international order mat-
ters just as much in the Indo-
Pacific as it does in Europe."
"Russia's invasion of Ukraine is
what happens when oppressors
trample the rules that protect
us all," he said.

"It's what happens when
big powers decide that their
imperial appetites matter more
than the rights of their peace-
ful neighbours. And it's a pre-
view of a possible world of
chaos and turmoil that none of
us would want to live in."

Austin met Friday with
Chinese Defence Minister Gen
Wei Fenghe on the sidelines of
the conference for discussions
where Taiwan featured promi-
nently, according to a senior
American defense official,
speaking on condition of
anonymity to provide details of
the private meeting. 

Austin made clear at the
meeting that while the U.S.
Does not support Taiwanese
independence, it also has major
concerns about China's recent
behaviour and suggested that
Beijing might be attempting to
change the status quo.
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Hindus living in Bangladesh
are not enthusiastic about

the CAA which seeks to pro-
vide Indian citizenship to the
persecuted minorities in the
neighbouring countries, a
prominent community leader
said on Saturday, asserting that
the minority community will
get its rights by staying here in
the Muslim-majority country.

Moninder Kumar Nath, a
prominent leader of the Hindu
community and president of
Mahanagar Sarvajan Puja
Samiti, said that a lot remains
to be done for the community.

Hindus in Bangladesh will
have to deal with their own
challenges, Nath told PTI-
Bhasha. He said that the Hasina
government is also taking steps
in this direction.

Commenting on the
Citizenship Amendment Act
(CAA) of India, Nath said that
the Hindu community living in
Bangladesh is not very enthu-
siastic about it and does not
consider it to be of much help.

"We do not need it, this is
our country and we will get our
rights by staying here," he said.
The Government of India

passed the CAA in 2019 which
is aimed at providing Indian
citizenship to the minorities
who have been persecuted in
Bangladesh, Pakistan and
Afghanistan.

There is a demand for a
separate minority ministry and
a minority commission on his
agenda and he is trying his best
to get them for his communi-
ty after the next year's elections,
Nath said.

"Our demand for a minor-
ity ministry and minority com-
mission is yet to be fulfilled.
We are raising our voice for this
right of ours," he said. 

Nath said that the interests
of the minorities will be pro-
tected through the minority
ministry and the minority
commission.

He said that Hindus and
other minorities living in
Bangladesh are safer than ever
under the regime of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina, but
more steps are needed to be
taken.

It is worth mentioning that
last year, communal incidents
took place in the Brahmanbaria
and Cumilla areas and spread
to Chittagong. Durga Puja
pandals were targeted in the

attacks. Nath claimed that the
situation was seeing an
improvement due to the
prompt steps and action taken
by the Hasina government.

He said that due to the
measures taken by the govern-
ment, the number of Durga
Puja pandals in the country has
increased from 15,000 to near-
ly 30,000 in the last 12 years.

Mahanagar Sarvajan Puja
Samiti is a central body for reli-
gious affairs of Hindus that
allows the community mem-
bers to perform Durga Puja cel-
ebrations in Bangladesh.

Nath said that in the last
few years, the Hasina govern-
ment has taken excellent steps
in matters related to the minor-
ity community, due to which
the untoward incidents hap-
pening here have been brought
under control.

This has had an impact on
the representation of the com-
munity in the government
institutions, he said, adding that
the number of people from the
minority community in the
bureaucracy has increased.

In the Hasina government,
there is a ministry of religious
affairs, but there is no separate
ministry of minority affairs.
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Japanese Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida announced

plans on Friday to boost his
country's diplomatic and secu-
rity role in the Asia Pacific to
tackle what he described as
growing threats in the region
amid Russia's invasion of
Ukraine.

Kishida said Japan will
consider acquiring a preemp-
tive strike capability in response
to an increasingly assertive
China, North Korea and now
Russia - a controversial plan
that critics say would violate
Japan's war-renouncing
Constitution.

"Ukraine today may be
East Asia tomorrow," Kishida
said in a keynote address at the
Shangri-La Dialogue in
Singapore, an Asian security
forum.

Kishida stressed the
importance of cooperation
among regional partners, and
said he will lay out a "free and
open Indo-Pacific plan for

peace" by next spring in which
Japan will provide develop-
ment aid, patrol boats, mar-
itime law enforcement capa-
bilities and other assistance to
countries in Southeast Asia
and the Pacific - where China
is attempting to increase its
influence - to help them better
guard themselves.

Japan has been promoting
a "free and open Indo-Pacific"
security and economic frame-
work among like-minded
democracies as a counter to
China's rise. Japan will provide
such support to at least 20
countries, train at least 800
maritime security personnel
and provide about USD 2 bil-
lion in assistance over the next
three years, he said.

Kishida has already
pledged to bolster Japan's mil-
itary capabilities and spending.

Japan's attempt to expand
its security role in Asia, where
many countries suffered from
its World War II aggression, is
a sensitive issue.

Kishida assured the audi-
ence that Japan's defense
enhancement will be trans-
parent and remain within the
scope of its Constitution.

He said the security envi-
ronment in the Indo-Pacific
region is deteriorating because
of increasing tensions in the
East and South China seas
and around Taiwan, which
China claims as its territory.
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Thousands of protesters are
expected to rally in

Washington, DC, Saturday and
in separate demonstrations
around the country as part of
a renewed push for nationwide
gun control. Motivated by a
fresh surge in mass shootings,

from Uvalde, Texas, to Buffalo,
New York, protestors say law-
makers must take note of shift-
ing public opinion and finally
enact sweeping reforms. 

Organizers expect the sec-
ond March for Our Lives rally
to draw around 50,000 demon-
strators to the Washington
Monument. That's far less than

the original 2018 march, which
filled downtown Washington
with more than 200,000 people.
This time, organizers are focus-
ing on holding smaller march-
es at an estimated 300 locations. 

"We want to make sure that
this work is happening across
the country," said Daud
Mumin, co-chairman of the
march's board of directors and
a recent graduate of
Westminster College in Salt
Lake City. "This work is not just
about DC, it's not just about
senators." 

The first march was
spurred by the February 14,
2018, killings of 14 students
and three staff members by a
former student at Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High
School in Parkland, Florida.
That massacre sparked the cre-
ation of the youth-led March

For Our Lives movement,
which successfully pressured
the Republican-dominated
Florida state government to
enact sweeping gun control
reforms. The Parkland stu-
dents then took aim at gun laws
in other states and nationally,
launching March for Our Lives
and holding the big rally in
Washington on March 24,
2018.

The group did not match
the Florida results at the
national level, but has persist-
ed in advocating for gun
restrictions since then, as well
as participating in voter regis-
tration drives.

Now, with another string of
mass shootings bringing gun
control back into the national
conversation, organizers of this
weekend's events say the time
is right to renew their push for

a national overhaul. "Right
now we are angry," said Mariah
Cooley, a March For Our Lives
board member and a senior at
Washington's Howard
University. "This will be a
demonstration to show that us
as Americans, we're not stop-
ping anytime soon until
Congress does their jobs. And
if not, we'll be voting them out." 

The protest comes at a
time of renewed political activ-
ity on guns and a crucial
moment for possible action in
Congress. Survivors of mass
shootings and other incidents
of gun violence have lobbied
legislators and testified on
Capitol Hill this week. 

Among them was Miah
Cerrillo, an 11-year-old girl
who survived the shooting at
Robb Elementary School in
Uvalde, Texas. She told law-

makers how she covered herself
with a dead classmate's blood
to avoid being shot. On
Tuesday, actor Matthew
McConaughey appeared at the
White House briefing room to
press for gun legislation and
made highly personal remarks
about the violence in his home-
town of Uvalde.

The House has passed bills
that would raise the age limit to
buy semi-automatic weapons
and establish federal "red flag"
laws. 

But such initiatives have
traditionally stalled or been
heavily watered down in the
Senate. Democratic and
Republican senators had hoped
to reach agreement this week
on a framework for addressing
the issue and talked Friday, but
they had not announced an
accord by early evening. 

���� �8���

North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un doubled down on

his arms buildup in face of what
he described as an aggravating
security environment as he con-
cluded a major political con-
ference that came as US and
South Korean officials say North
Korea is pressing ahead with
preparations for another nuclear
test that could be imminent. 

Kim's comments published
by North Korea's state-run
Korean Central News Agency
on Saturday didn't include any

direct criticism of United States
or rival South Korea amid a pro-
longed deadlock in nuclear
diplomacy during three days of
discussions that wrapped up
Friday. 

Kim defended his acceler-
ating weapons development as
a rightful exercise of sovereign
rights to self-defense and set
forth further "militant tasks" to
be pursued by his armed forces
and military scientists, accord-
ing to agency.  But report did-
n't mention any specific goals or
plans regarding testing activity,
including detonation of a

nuclear device. The plenary
meeting of ruling Workers'
Party's Central Committee also
reviewed key state affairs,
including efforts to slow a
COVID outbreak North first
acknowledged last month and
progress in economic goals Kim
is desperate to keep alive amid
strengthened virus restrictions.

"(Kim) said right to self-
defense is an issue of defending
sovereignty, clarifying once
again party's invariable fighting
principle of power for power
and head-on contest," KCNA
said. 

Kathmandu: A 4.7-magnitude
earthquake shook Kathmandu
in early hours of Saturday, jolt-
ing many out of their sleep and
forcing them to run outside. 

The earthquake was
recorded by National
Seismological Centre at 2.36
am, with epicentre being in
Bhaktapur district, 15 km east
of capital city. The earthquake
was felt in and around
Kathmandu valley. However,
no damage to life or property
was reported immediately after
incident. (PTI)
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Rome: Italian rescuers on
Saturday located bodies of
seven people, including four
Turks and two Lebanese, who
died when their helicopter
crashed in a heavily forested,
mountainous area in north-
central Italy during a storm,
authorities said.

Air Force Col Alfonso
Cipriano, who heads Air Force
Rescue Coordination Center
and coordinated  search, said
rescuers were tipped off to
crash site after a mountain
runner reported seeing what he
thought was a part of mangled

chopper during an excursion
on Mount Cusna on Saturday
morning. Air crews confirmed
site and ground crews initially
located  five bodies, and then
other two, Cipriano told The
Associated Press. 

The location was in a hard-
to-reach valley and chopper
remains were hidden to air res-
cuers from the lush tree cover,
but some branches were broken
and burned. The helicopter
disappeared from radar screens
Thursday morning as it flew
over province of Modena in
Tuscan–Emilian Apennines. 
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Panaji: The number of income
tax returns has increased in
FY22 over the previous fiscal,
Central Board of Direct Taxes
Chairman Sangeeta Singh said
on Saturday.

Talking to PTI, Singh said
the number of income tax
returns last fiscal was 7.14
crore against 6.9 crore in the
preceding financial year, show-
ing a clear growth.

"There is an increase in the
base of taxpayers and the filing
of revised returns," she 
added.

The Board is witnessing an
increase in tax collection,
which usually happens if the
country is showing an upward
trend in economic growth, the
chairman said, adding that "if
the economic activities are
going high, the purchases and
sales will also increase".

Unless the economy is on
an upward trend, taxes cannot
go on an upward trend, she
noted. "Secondly, the depart-
ment is also seeing growth in
the payment of taxes because of
the initiative and call by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi about

digital India," she said, adding
that during the COVID-19
period, people have started
paying more digitally, which is
"probably leading to a change
in the minds of the 
people".

The initiative of providing
information to the taxpayers is
also contributing to the aware-
ness about paying their taxes on
time. "We have also undertak-
en large-scale digitalisation
over the years," she said.

For FY22, the tax collection
is more than Rs 14 lakh crore,
which is fairly good compared
to the collection for FY20, as
per the chairman.

She said that the outreach
programmes are organised by
CBDT through Principal Chief
Commissioners, making peo-
ple aware of the payment of
taxes.

Initiatives like Updated
Returns is also fetching good
response."Once you pay the
return, and if we get addition-
al information, then we ask you
whether you have covered it,
you can file the updated
return," Singh said. PTI
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New Delhi: India will press for
a permanent solution to the
issue of public stock holding of
grains for food security pro-
grammes and strongly protect
the interests of farmers and
fishermen at the 12th ministe-
rial meet of the World Trade
Organization, beginning on
Sunday.

The Indian delegation is
being led by Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal.

The four-day 12th minis-
terial conference (MC) will
start on June 12 in Geneva. The
meeting is taking place after a
gap of four years and in the
backdrop of the Ukraine-
Russia war and uncertain glob-
al economic situation.

The last time it was held in
Argentina in 2017. MC is the
highest decision-making body
of the 164-member World
Trade Organization (WTO). 

The main issues in the
meeting include WTO
response to the Covid-19 pan-
demic, including patent waiv-
er; agriculture and food secu-
rity; WTO reforms; proposed
fisheries subsidies agreement;
and extension of the moratori-
um on electronic transmis-
sion. Agriculture and food
security:

The main issues under this
category that could figure in the
meeting include public stock-
holding for food security pur-
poses, trade-distorting domes-
tic subsidies, market access, the
special safeguard mechanism,
export restrictions and prohi-
bition, and transparency.

New Delhi will pitch for
finding a permanent solution
to the issue of public stock
holding (PSH) for its food
security programmes.

PSH programme is a poli-
cy tool under which the gov-
ernment procures crops like
rice and wheat from farmers at
minimum support price
(MSP), and stores and distrib-
utes foodgrains to the poor. 

MSP is normally higher
than the prevailing market
rates and sells these at a low
price to ensure food security for
over 800 million poor people. 

However, the WTO's
Agreement on Agriculture lim-
its the ability of a government
to purchase food at MSP. 

Under global trade norms,
a WTO member country's food
subsidy bill should not breach
the limit of 10 per cent of the
value of production based on
the reference price of 1986-88.

"Therefore, seeking a per-
manent solution is of utmost

importance for India," an
expert said.

India has sought a fast-
track resolution of the issue
with no linkage with domestic
support.

As part of a permanent
solution, India has asked for
measures like amendments in
the formula to calculate the
food subsidy cap and the inclu-
sion of programmes imple-
mented after 2013 under the
ambit of the Peace Clause.

Under the Peace Clause,
WTO members agreed to
refrain from challenging any
breach of the prescribed ceiling
by a developing nation at the
dispute settlement forum of the
WTO. This clause will stay till
a permanent solution is found
to the food stockpiling issue.

India also wants the WTO
to allow exports of foodgrains
from public stocks for inter-
national food aid and for
humanitarian purposes, espe-
cially on a government-to-gov-
ernment basis, an official said.

The current WTO norms
do not permit a member coun-
try to export foodgrains from
public stock holdings as they
are subsidised grains. WTO
Reforms:

A top government official
has stated that India would sup-
port efforts to improve the
working of the WTO but its
key pillars like special and dif-
ferential treatment for less
developed and developing
nations, equal voice and dispute
settlement mechanism should
be retained while undertaking
reforms.

The WTO is a multilater-
al body, which formulates rules
for global exports and imports
and adjudicates disputes
between two or more than
two countries on trade-related
issues.

"We believe that WTO is

an important organisation. Its
multi-lateral nature should
never be affected and therefore,
we support any efforts to
improve its working. 

"But the pillars of the WTO
--  which are special and dif-
ferential treatment for the less
developed and developing
nations, consensus based
approach that is the equal voice
that every member has, trans-
parency requirements, rule of
law and dispute settlement
mechanism. 

All these pillars of the
WTO should be maintained
when we are trying to do WTO
reforms," the official said.
Fisheries subsidies: 

Members are negotiating a
fishery subsidies agreement
with the objective of eliminat-
ing subsidies for illegal, unre-
ported and unregulated (IUU)
fishing and curbing subsidies
for overfished stocks; and over-
fishing and overcapacity with a
view to promoting sustainable
fishing.

It is estimated that 34 per
cent of global stocks are over-
fished compared with 10 per
cent in 1974. These figures
reflect that the fish reserves are
being exploited at a rate where
the fish population cannot
replenish itself.

Countries, including Japan,
Australia, New Zealand, the
EU, Canada and the US, are
pressing for disciplining the
subsidies. Nations like India,
and Indonesia want flexibility
under special and differential
treatment.

"India is committed to con-
cluding the negotiations so
long as it provides space for
equitable growth and freedom
in developing fishing capacities
for the future without locking
members into disadvantageous
arrangements in perpetuity," a
source said. PTI
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Washington: The Indian econ-
omy has rebounded strongly
despite three significant Covid-
19 waves, the US Treasury has
said in a report to Congress.

India's acute second wave
weighed heavily on growth
through the middle of 2021,
delaying its economic recovery,
the Treasury said in a semi-
annual report.

"However, economic activ-
ity rebounded strongly in the
second half of the year as
India's vaccination rollout
accelerated," the Treasury said
on Friday, as it praised India's
vaccination efforts.

As of the end of 2021,
about 44 per cent of India's
population was fully vaccinat-
ed, it said.

After contracting seven
per cent in 2020, the output
returned to pre-pandemic lev-
els by the second quarter of
2021, with full-year 2021
growth of eight per cent, it
added.

Since the beginning of
2022, India faced a third major
outbreak driven by the
Omicron variant, but the num-
ber of deaths and broader eco-
nomic fallout has been limited,

it said.
The Indian government

continued to provide fiscal
support to the economy against
the backdrop of the pandemic
in 2021, it said. The authorities
estimate that the overall fiscal
deficit will reach 6.9 per cent of
GDP for the 2022 fiscal year,
which is higher than deficits
prior to the pandemic, it said.

According to the Treasury,
the Reserve Bank of India kept
its key policy rates unchanged
at four per cent since May 2020,

but in January 2021 it began to
gradually unwind the extraor-
dinary liquidity measures
designed to support growth
during the early part of the
coronavirus pandemic.

After recording a current
account surplus of 1.3 per cent
of GDP in 2020, its first surplus
since 2004, India returned to a
current account deficit of 1.1
per cent of GDP in 2021.

The return to a current
account deficit was driven by a
sharp deterioration in India's

trade deficit, which widened
to USD 177 billion in 2021
from USD 95 billion the pre-
vious year, it said.

Further, goods imports
rose particularly sharply in the
second half of 2021 amid the
economic recovery and rising
commodity prices, particu-
larly energy prices, leading
imports to increase 54 per
cent year-on-year in 2021. 

India's exports also rose
in 2021, though at a lower rate

than imports, increasing 43 per
cent, it said.

It said India's services
trade surplus (3.3 per cent of
GDP) and income surplus (1.3
per cent of GDP) partially off-
set the wider goods trade
deficit.   Remittances grew
around five per cent in 2021,
reaching USD 87 billion, or 2.8
per cent of GDP, it said, adding
the Treasury assesses that in

2021, India's
external posi-
tion was
broadly in line
with econom-
ic fundamen-
tals and desir-
able policies,
with an esti-
mated current
account gap of
0.3 per cent of
GDP. PTI

9<	" =�����	��$���������"
"���������������"�& ���:

����� 	������

The top official of the United
Nations World Food

Programme (WFP) is plan-
ning to visit Sri Lanka on the
invitation of Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe at a
time when the crisis-hit island
nation is grappling with an
impending food shortage.

The Prime Minister's
request comes after experts have
warned of a possible shortage of
rice and other essential food
items from September this year
because of lower production
due to the impact after President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa had
enforced a ban on fertilisers in
April last year and due to the
inability to import amid an
acute dollar shortage. Prior to
the fertiliser ban, Sri Lanka was
self-sufficient in rice production.

Wickremesinghe said he
spoke to David Beasley, the
Executive Director at the UN
WFP on Friday and invited him
to visit Sri Lanka.  “He accept-
ed my invitation and is planning
to visit shortly. We appreciate all
the support extended to us by
the WFP,” Wickremesinghe

tweeted on Friday.
On Friday, the United

Nations appealed for USD 47.2
million to provide life-saving
assistance to crisis hit Sri
Lanka, as it noted that shortage
of medicines and surgical con-
sumables will ease in the medi-
um term with the support of a
credit line from India and
other partners.

The UN team in Sri Lanka
and non-governmental organ-
isations launched the joint
Humanitarian Needs and
Priorities Plan on Thursday,
calling for USD 47.2 million to
provide life-saving assistance to
1.7 million people worst-hit by
the economic crisis in Sri Lanka
over a four-month period
between June and September.

Additionally, the
International Monetary Fund
(IMF) is also planning to send
an in-person mission in the
coming weeks to Sri Lanka for
policy discussions on a financial
arrangement, its spokesman has
said but emphasised that the
country needs to take steps to
restore debt sustainability before
the global lender can move on
a financing programme.
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New York: The nationwide average price for a gallon of gaso-
line has topped USD 5 for the first time ever.

Auto club AAA said the average price on Saturday was USD
5.00. Motorists in some parts of the country, especially
California, are paying far above that.

The national average price has jumped 19 cents in just the
past week, and it's up USD 1.93 from this time last year.

There are several reasons for the surge in gasoline prices. 
Americans typically drive more starting around Memorial

Day, so demand is up. Global oil prices are rising, compound-
ed by sanctions against Russia, a leading oil producer, because
of its war against Ukraine. And there are limits on refining capac-
ity in the United States because some refineries shut down dur-
ing the pandemic. Add it all up, and the cost of filling up is drain-
ing money from Americans who are facing the highest rate of
inflation in 40 years. 

California has the highest average price, at USD 6.43, accord-
ing to AAA. The lowest average is Mississippi, at USD 4.52. While
this is the first time breaking the USD 5 barrier, it's still not a
record when inflation is taken into account. AP
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New Delhi: Union Minister Rao
Inderjit Singh on Saturday stressed
on the significance of a strong econ-
omy and said the economic power is
going to make India not only audi-
ble, but also persuasive in its dealings
with the world.

He was speaking at the National
Conference on Competition Law as
part of 'Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav'
celebrations under Ministry of
Corporate Affairs.

"When India became indepen-
dent, most of the industry was gov-
ernment owned, public owned...
Today the government is not a reg-
ulator anymore. We are not inspec-
tors anymore... We are facilitators,"
the Union Minister of State for
Corporate Affairs said.

He further noted that "the eco-
nomic power is going to make us not
only audible, but also persuasive in
whatever we wish to implement in
this world."

According to official data,
India's economy grew 8.7 per cent in

last fiscal year (2021-22), as against
6.6 per cent contraction in the pre-
vious year. "When the Modi gov-
ernment came to power, India
clocked a GDP of 6.4 per cent and
today we are running at 8.7 per cent
, as per the latest data. If we can
achieve this growth post-Covid, we
are progressing faster than most eco-
nomic superpowers... All our neigh-
bours... What can we not achieve in

the next 25 years?," he said.
In order to achieve high eco-

nomic growth he said "we must all
work together... Sabka saath... Sabka
vikas... Sabka sahyog...."

Singh released a film on the jour-
ney of CCI, advocacy booklets in
regional languages, and a special issue
of CCI's quarterly newsletter, Fair
Play, and felicitated winners of the
essay and quiz competitions. PTI
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New Delhi: Axis Energy Ventures
India on Saturday said it has com-
missioned a 445 MW solar plant in
partnership with Brookfield
Renewables in Rajasthan.

In a statement, Axis Energy
Ventures India Private Limited said
the project is part of the joint ven-
ture platform 'ABC Renewables' --
signed with Brookfield Renewables
-- to set up a 5 gigawatt (GW) large
utility renewable energy portfolio in
India.

"Under ABC Renewables plat-
form, Axis Energy and Brookfield
Renewable (have) commissioned
445 MW solar project in a record
time of 6 months in Jodhpur,
Rajasthan," the statement said.

The company did not give any
financial details of the project.

According to industry estimates,
to set up every 1 MW of solar capac-
ity, an investment of over 4.5 crore
is required.

The project is expected to avoid
6 lakh tonnes of CO2 emissions per
year or the equivalent of planting 24
million trees while generating 800
GWh (gigawatt hour) of clean ener-
gy annually, the company said. K
Ravi Kumar Reddy, Chairman and
Managing Director, Axis Energy
said, "The platform has showcased
immense success and takes pride in
commissioning the project that
brings environmentally-friendly
objectives which the country awaits.
We further hope and contemplate to
take up projects that will be best of
contributions to the environment". 

Hyderabad-based Axis Energy is
a decade-old developer of wind and
solar projects. PTI 
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Goalkeeper PR Sreejesh
saved a penalty stroke in

an exhilarating shoot out after
making some breathtaking
saves in regulation time as the
Indian men's team stunned
Olympic champions Belgium
5-4 in the first match of the
two-legged FIH Pro Hockey
League here on Saturday.

The Indian team was
down 1-3 with just eight min-
utes left in the match but made
it 3-3 to force a penalty shoot
out.

Sreejesh foiled an attempt
from Alexander Hendrickx,
who was taking his third PS,
when the shoot out was locked
4-4 and Akashdeep Singh
found the net to make it 5-4 for
the Tokyo Games bronze
medallists. 

Sreejesh, as usual, was bril-
liant under the bar, foiling a
number of  attempts from the
hosts throughout the match but
his two saves in the final quar-
ter proved to be crucial.

The eventful first quarter
ended in a goalless stalemate
with Sreehesh doing a fantas-
tic job under the bar, making

two saves. It was India who had
the first opportunity to open
the scoring but both the short
corners went abegging as the
home goalie foiled those
attempts with his rock solid
defence.

Akashdeep too fluffed a
shot near the goalpost which
on any other day he would have
flicked inside the post.

However, early in the sec-

ond quarter, India found the
net when Abhishek's shot
rebounded off the custodian's
leg and Shamsher Singh (18')
tapped the high ball into the
net after it came off the post.

Belgium found the equalis-
er through Cedric Charlier
(21'), who deflected a pass
from Nicolas de Kerpel in
lightening quick time. It was
Arthur van Doren, who pushed

it towards Kerpel from the left
flank. Both the teams got a
penalty corner each but did not
utilise.

The hosts broke the dead-
lock in the third quarter with
Simon Gougnard (36') slotting
a fierce hit home after being fed
by Florent van Aubel, who
controlled the high ball nicely
to push it towards his team-
mate. Sreejesh saved India

from more ignominy when he
made two heroic saves, parry-
ing the ball away with his
stick, stretched fully on his
right. De Kerpel, though, final-
ly breached the defence with a
furious hit off a penalty corner
to make it 3-1.

India were given a lifeline
in the match when Manpreet
Singh won a penalty which
Harmanpreet converted and
two minutes from the hooter,
Jarmanpreet Singh found the
equaliser through a short cor-
ner.

India opted for a variation
as Jugraj let it slip towards
Jarmanpreet from behind his
back after faking a stroke, and
the latter blasted that into the
net. 
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Accidental captain Rishabh Pant will expect
an improved showing from the India

bowlers as he plots a comeback against a
marauding South Africa in the second T20 of
the five-match series here on Sunday.

Leading India for the first time ever, Pant
had to swallow a bitter pill when David Miller
and Rassie van der Dussen shot down an impos-
ing 212 with utmost nonchalance to go up 1-0
in the series.

The southpaw also had a forgettable Indian
Premier League where he failed to lead Delhi
Capitals to the playoffs.

Seen as a future white-ball captain, Pant's
stakes have suddenly come down post-IPL and
that has coincided with the resurgence of
Hardik Pandya.

Returning to full fitness, the pace bowling
all-rounder took the IPL by storm not only by
his form but by pulling off a coup as he led
Gujarat Titans to the title in their debut season.

Amid the growing chorus of 'Hardik Pandya
-- the next white-ball captain of India', Pant will
be under scrutiny again as he masterminds a
comeback.

It may still be early days for Pant the leader,
but his body language never stood out and he
looked under pressure on his captaincy debut.

He also made a debatable decision to
underbowl the IPL Purple Cap winner
Yuzvendra Chahal, fresh from claiming 27 wick-
ets for runners-up Rajasthan Royals. At Kotla,
the leggie bowled only two full overs.

As for Pandya, fresh after his historic suc-

cess with GT, continued from where he left in
the IPL.

Pandya, who last played for India in
November last year in the 2021 T20 World Cup,
dazzled with the bat with a 31 not out from 12
balls to prop the total past 200.

But he failed to impress with the bowl and
leaked 18 runs in his only over. T h e
big headache for Pant would be the bowling
department where he would have to make a call
between Arshdeep Singh and pace gun Umran
Malik.
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Arusty-looking Indian
women's hockey team gave

away possession quite easily a
number of times before putting
up a fight in the fourth quar-
ter but eventually lost 1-2 to
Belgium in its first of the two-
legged FIH Pro League tie here
on Saturday. 

An attacking start to the
match saw both the teams cre-
ating opportunities in the
opening minutes, but it was

Belgium who got better as
they took the lead through cap-
tain Nelen Barbara in the third
minute. 

The hosts piled pressure on
India with their structured
attack and earned two penalty
corners in the 5th and 7th
respectively, but the Indian
defence stood tall to deny them
from scoring the second goal. 

Minutes later, India earned
their first penalty corner of the
match, but Rani's attempt went
off target, thus missed out on

fetching an equaliser in the first
quarter.

Trailing by a goal, India
started putting pressure on the
Belgian defence and midfield.
They even created an opportu-
nity in the opening minutes,
but Neha's pass to Salima Tete
inside the circle went wide. 

The home side responded
with a quick counterattack
which helped them earn back-
to-back penalty corners, but yet
again missed out on converting
their chances. 
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Rahul Srivatshav P of
Telangana has become

India's 74th Grandmaster,
achieving the title after break-
ing the 2500 (Elo points) bar-
rier in live FIDE ratings during
the 9th Cattolica Chess Festival
2022 in Italy.

The 19-year old player
reached the 2500 Elo live rat-
ing mark after drawing his 8th
round game against
Grandmaster Levan Pantsulaia
in the Cattolica event.

His current Elo rating is
2468.

Srivatshav had already
secured five GM norms and
achieved the title when he
crossed the rating threshold of

2500 on Friday.
To become a GM, a player

has to secure three GM norms
and cross the live rating of 2500
Elo points.

"India one more step clos-
er to getting 100 Grandmasters!
Meet our newest addition to
the elite club, 19-year-old Rahul
Srivatshav from Telangana,
India's 74th Grandmaster! A
big congratulations to Rahul,
his coach and family!," All
India Chess Federation presi-
dent Sanjay Kapoor tweeted on
Saturday.

Bharath Subramaniyam
had become the country's 73rd
GM in January. The legendary
Viswanathan Anand is India's
first GM, which he became way
back in 1988. 
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As part of its detailed inves-
tigation, the Sports

Authority of India (SAI) will
speak with entire cycling con-

tingent that travelled to
Sloveina, where a female cyclist
accused sacked national coach
R K Sharma of 'inappropriate
behaviour'.    

While the female cyclist,

who made the allegations had
returned from Slovenia earlier
this week, the rest of the con-
tingent including five male
cyclist and coach Sharma got
back on Saturday morning. 

"The SAI probe panel had
already spoken to the coach
and female cyclist, now it will
be speaking to other members
of the contingent next week as
part of a detailed investigation,"
said a SAI source.  The train-
ing-cum-competition trip to
Slovenia was arranged to help
Indian team prepare well for
the Asian Track Cycling
Championships, scheduled to
be held in the national capital
from June 18 to 22. 
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India on Saturday qualified for
the FIFAe Nations Cup 2022

for the first time ever.
The esports showpiece event

is set to be held in Copenhagen,
Denmark this year, from July 27
to July 30.

India defeated Korea
Republic and Malaysia in the
FIFAe Nations Series 2022 play-
offs to seal their qualification.

The journey for the Indian
efootball team kicked off in
January last year when All India
Football Federation signed the
participation agreement with
FIFA for the FIFAe Nations
Series 2021. 

India was among 60 coun-

tries to participate and was
placed in the Middle East &
Africa Zone. India finished third
in its zone, narrowly missing out
on a place in the FIFAe Nations
playoffs 2021.

India ended the season with

a global ranking of 22 and fin-
ished above heavyweights such
as Italy, Argentina and Spain in
the 2021 rankings. 

For the 2022 season, India
was moved to Asia/Oceania
region and was awarded a spot

in the Play-Ins, which would
provide direct qualification to
the Playoffs (the last stage before
the Nations Cup). 

During the play-ins, India
played 32 games across four
match weeks and got 12 wins, 11
losses and nine draws. 

With this, India successful-
ly qualified to the Playoffs by fin-
ishing second in the Consistency
Points chart, moving one step
closer to the FIFAe Nations
Cup 2022. During this period,
India also achieved its highest
global ranking of 19.

Going into the Playoffs, the
goal for India was simple. Win
two matches and seal the spot at
the showpiece event and that is
exactly what they have done. 
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Reigning world champion
Nikhat Zareen and

Olympic bronze medallist
Lovlina Borgohain on Saturday
sealed their berths in the Indian
team for the Commonwealth
Games with dominating wins
in the selection trials here.
While Nikhat (50kg), the two-
time Strandja Memorial gold
medallist, blanked Haryana's
Minakshi 7-0 in an unani-
mous decision, Lovlina (70kg)
outclassed Railways' Pooja by
an identical margin.

Nitu Ghanghas (48kg) and
Jaismine Lamboriya (60kg)
were the other boxers, who also
sealed spots for the quadrenni-
al event, which is set to be held

in Birmingham from July 28 to
August 8. Six-time world
champion MC Mary Kom
missed out on a chance to fight
in what would have been her
last CWG. The veteran boxer
was forced to withdraw after

suffering a knee injury midway
into her bout on Friday.

The 39-year-old will thus
be unable to defend her light
flyweight title. The Manipuri
had created history at Gold
Coast in 2018 by becoming the

first Indian women pugilist to
win a gold medal at the event. 

At the Indira Gandhi
Stadium, Nikhat looked in
control throughout her bout,
landing clear punches as she
danced around the ring dodg-
ing her opponent. The
Telangana boxer looked at ease
in her new weight category. She
had won the world champi-
onship gold in the 52kg weight
division last month.

"It was very difficult for me
to get back into my competitive
zone because since World
Championships I hadn't
trained. I went home and then
there were a lot of pro-
grammes," Nikhat told
reporters after the bout.

"I know the game that I

have shown here at the trials is
not even 50 per cent of what I
showed at the World
Championships but still I man-
aged to beat all my opponents
by unanimous decision," she
added.

Tokyo bronze medallist
Lovlina, who is coming off an
underwhelming World
Championships campaign, too
put up a convincing perfor-
mance to punch her way to the
Birmingham event. "I'm happy
that I have won. I trained a lot
after the world championships
for this because I was well-pre-
pared for the worlds.

I have to give my hundred
percent now," Lovlina, a two-
time world championship
bronze medallist, said.
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Top-ranked Iga
Swiatek has pulled

out of next week's
grass-court tourna-
ment in Berlin because
of a shoulder problem,
saying Friday she
needs to rest up ahead
of Wimbledon. 

Swiatek is coming
off her second French
Open title after beating
American teenager
Coco Gauff in the final
at Roland Garros on
Saturday. She had been

set to open her grass-
court season in Berlin
but joined No. 2 Anett
Kontaveit, No. 3 Paula
Badosa and former No.
1 Naomi Osaka in
pulling out of the
event. 

Swiatek wrote on
Twitter that she was
withdrawing because
of "a recurrent discom-
fort I am feeling in my
shoulder." She added
that "I will focus on
recovery and rest in
order to be ready for
Wimbledon."
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Delhi girl Anahat Singh has
sealed her spot in the World

Junior Squash Championship in
August after topping the selec-
tion trials in Chennai.

The world event will be
played in Nancy, France.

Anahat beat Aishwariya
Khubchandani of Maharashtra
3-0 in the finals of the selection
trials held at the Indian Squash
Academy in Chennai earlier
this week.

The top ranked player in the
U15 category in India and Asia,
Anahat had won the US Junior
Squash Open in December last
year.  She has also won multiple
international medals for India
including the gold at British
Junior Squash Open 2019, fol-
lowed by a silver in 2020.

The two-time national
champion is now preparing to
play the Asian Junior Squash
Championship at Pattaya from
June 15-19. 
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As many as 200 players will go
under the hammer when the

auction for the inaugural edition of
the Grand Prix Badminton League
(GPBL) takes place here on Sunday.

The GPBL has eight franchises
— Bengaluru Lions, Mangalore
Sharks, Mandya Bulls, Mysore
Panthers, Malnad Falcons, Bandipur
Tuskers, KGF Wolves and Kodagu
Tigers. Each team comprises of
maximum of eight players each and
should include one icon player, a
minimum of two Tier-1 and Tier-
2 players respectively and also a
minimum of two female players
including icon category.

Each team has a star mentor
including Kidambi Srikanth, Sai
Praneeth, Ashwini Ponappa, Chirag

Shetty, Satwiksairaj Rankireddy, HS
Prannoy, PV Sindhu and Jwala
Gutta. 
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Jesús Ferreira had a night to
remember against an over-

whelmed opponent in the
United States' World Cup send-
off. The 21-year-old forward
tied the U.S. International
record with four goals that
included a hat trick in a 13-
minute span Friday night dur-
ing a 5-0 rout over Grenada. 

The hard-to-evaluate per-
formance against the world's
170th-ranked team came in a
CONCACAF Nations League
match played 164 days before
the Americans' opener in Qatar.
Just three warmup matches
remain before U.S. Coach
Gregg Berhalter picks his World

Cup roster. "I think I'm in a
good spot," said Ferreira, a son
of former Colombian national
team midfielder David Ferreira,
the 2010 Major League Soccer
MVP.  "I'm not going to focus
on the goals because I know

they will come. Just having a
good game will do the job."

Ferreira is competing for a
roster spot and playing time
with Ricardo Pepi, Haji Wright,
Josh Sargent, Jordan Pefok and
Daryl Dike. After an array of

misfires, Ferreira put the 15th-
ranked U.S. Ahead in the 43rd
minute, then added goals in the
54th, 56th and 78th to give him
seven in 12 international
matches. His four goals
matched Landon Donovan
(2003), Joe-Max Moore (1993),
Buff Donelli (1934) and Archie
Stark (1925).

"There's a certain validation
that you get as a striker when
you do hit the back of the net,"
Berhalter said.

Paul Arriola added a goal in
the 62nd as the Americans
stretched their home unbeaten
streak to 26 games since a
September 2019 loss to Mexico,
matching the team record set
from 2013-15.
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Anahat Singh seals
berth for World Junior
Squash C'ship after
topping selection trials
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May 24, 2022, Bacchor, Baghpat,
Uttar Pradesh:

Amother and her two daughters
consumed poison when police
raided their house. The police
were looking for her son, who
had eloped with a neighborhood

girl. For the last one week, the police along
with the girl’s brothers frequently visited the
woman’s house, sometimes at odd hours. The
last time when the girl’s brothers had come,
they threatened to rape the girls if they do
not reveal the location of the boy. That day,
May 24, the police raided the house again
when there was no male member present.
The woman did not open the door. But the
police along with the girl’s brothers managed
to enter through the backyards. When the
woman saw the police with the brothers of
the girl, she along with her daughters aged 18
and 16 drank poison and committed suicide.

May 25, 2022, Dudi, Jaipur, Rajasthan
Three sisters, two of them pregnant,

walked with a 4-year-old toddler and a 24-
day infant for four-kilometer in the scorching
heat. These three sisters, aged 27, 23, and 20
years respectively, were married to three
brothers, who were well off. The sisters were
frequently beaten up. The eldest of these
three sisters, who was a post-graduate in
Mathematics, tried three to four times to
return to her father’s house. As the father was
poor, he cajoled her to go back to her in-laws.
She returned with the hope that the situation
will improve. One fine morning in mid-May,
she was again beaten up by her husband. She
was admitted to a hospital in Jaipur for eight
days. When she recuperated, the three sisters
decided to end their lives to escape from the
routine bashing by their husbands. “We do
not want to die … we want to live. But can-
not live in this situation,” the youngest of the
sisters wrote in her WhatsApp status. The
three sisters, along with two kids jumped into
the well and committed suicide.

The two incidents, which took place a day
apart in two different states ruled by two differ-
ent political parties, highlight the dominance of
a patriarchal society where women are beaten
up at the drop of the hat and are made to live a
life no better than animals. “Women suffer in
silence. In Indian society, the women take the
bashing by husbands or other male members of
the family as their bhagya (fate). When the tor-
ture crosses the limit, these women decide to
end their lives,” Nomita P Kumar, an Associate
Professor of Giri Institute of Development
Studies (GIDS), Lucknow said.

A recent government survey claims that
women were frequently forced to commit sui-
cide as they had faced spousal violence.
There is no secret that the daily drudgery can
make marriages oppressive and matrimonial
homes suffocating. This exactly had hap-
pened in the case of the three sisters of
Rajasthan. They were subjected to physical
abuse on one pretext or the other. In 2018,
the eldest of these three sisters registered a
case of dowry harassment and domestic vio-

lence against her husband and in-laws at the
local police station. She withdrew the case
after a compromise between her in-laws and
her father.

These three sisters were married to three
brothers in 2015. The sisters were educat-
ed—the eldest a post-graduate in mathemat-
ics, the second one a Graduate, and the
youngest one and the youngest doing her
B.Ed. In contrast, their husbands were illiter-
ate. “As the girls were more educated than
their husbands this could be a possible rea-
son for friction between them as there are
reports that these women were forced to
cook in firewood oven despite the household
having an LPG connection. The other fric-
tion point could be that father of these girls
was poor and they did not bring enough
dowry,” Kumar said and added: “Women are
really resilient, but there's a limit to toler-
ance”.

According to the recently released data
by the government's National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB), 22,372 housewives took
their own lives last year - that's an average of
61 suicides every day or one suicide every 25
minutes. Housewives accounted for 14.6 per-
cent of the total 153,052 recorded suicides in
India in 2020 and women account for more
than 50 percent of the total number of sui-
cides.

The rate of suicide in India is so high
that women in India accounted for 36 per-
cent of global female suicide deaths in 2016,
a study in The Lancet Public Health said. It
further said that women between the age
group of 15 and 29 years account for the
maximum number of suicides in India. The
authors of this study speculate that these sui-

cides may be related to a conflict between
women’s increasing education and empower-
ment and the persistence of their lower sta-
tus in Indian society.

But sometimes, it is the societal fear and
stigma that forces women to end their lives.
In the Baghpat case, humiliated by a police
raid after weeks of alleged harassment, the
mother, 45, and their two daughters, aged 18
and 16, killed themselves by consuming poi-
son. She belonged to the OBC caste. The girl
who eloped with her son Prince belonged to
the Dalit community.

On May 2, the boy, 22, and the girl 19
eloped. The FIR was lodged on May 4. This
started days and weeks of harassment. The
father was first taken to a police station and
was detained for two days where he was
beaten up. They asked only one question -
where were his son and the girl. A few days
later, police started raiding their house. The
police used to come with the brothers of the
girl. The brothers even threatened to take
two daughters of the women with them and
rape them.

“We were scared because the brothers of
the girls had repeatedly said that they would
take my daughter and keep them at their
house till the eloped couple returns. They
even threatened to rape them. My wife was
so scared that she stopped going out. Even
she stopped the daughters to move out of the
house because some boys of their own caste
passed comments about their brother being
eloped with a Dalit girl,” the father of the
daughter, who is a menial labourer, said.

He said that his wife was in such a trau-
ma that she used to say who will marry their
daughters now. My daughters were also

scared of the way the police and brothers of
the girl behaved with them. They used to say
it is better to die than to live with this kalank
(blot). Fearing the social stigma my wife
committed suicide with two daughters.

“There is a gender bias. The woman will
be subjected to ill-treatment if her brother
elopes with a girl while the brother of the
girl will be spared of the barbs. Why is this?
This shows the patriarchal mindset where
there are two sets of rules for boys and girls.
This biased approach leads a woman to com-
mit suicide as she is vulnerable in this male-
dominated society,” Lenin Raghuvanshi of
People's Vigilance Committee on Human
Rights (PVCHR) said.

Gender bias is an inherent characteristic
of a patriarchal society - it is a form that
demeans women in a variety of ways.
“Patriarchy is a system of social structure
and practices in which men dominate,
oppress, and exploit women. The male-dom-
inant Indian society makes its women habit-
ual of this discrimination. As a result, most
women fail to understand their own rights
and freedom”, Raghuvanshi said

“Unfortunate part is Indian women have
accepted their subordinate position to men
and are also part and parcel of the same
patriarchal system,” he said.

This is evident in the Rajasthan incident.
The mother-in-law of the three women
remained a mute spectator as her sons tor-
tured their wives. “Sab bhagya hai (it is all
destined)”, she uttered as police arrested her
three sons.

(The writer is Political Editor, 
The Pioneer, Lucknow)
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The previously recommended
treatment for VL-HIV coinfec-
tion consisted of intermittent

daily injections of liposomal ampho-
tericin B (AmBisome) over a period
of up to 38 days. The new evidence-
based treatment uses a combination
of AmBisome and oral miltefosine.
“This has resulted in significantly bet-
ter efficacy rates,” points out Dr
Kavita Singh, director, Drugs 
for Neglected Diseases (DNDi), 
South Asia.

It is a matter of concern that  peo-
ple living with HIV are 100 to 2,300
times more likely to develop KA,
caused by bites from infected female
sandflies which attacks the immune
system. These co-infected patients are
marginalised and stigmatised, face
poor treatment outcomes and also
serve as a reservoir for KA, which is
hampering sustainable elimination
efforts in the country.

Kala azar and HIV co-infection is
disastrous because both conditions
weaken the immune system and
reinforce each other, leaving a person
vulnerable to other opportunistic
diseases like TB, malaria and dysen-
tery.

Because of their weakened
immune systems, such patients don’t
respond well to standard treatments
and have higher risk of relapse. If left
untreated, VL can be fatal in over 95%
of cases. It is caused by the protozoan

parasite of the genus Leishmania. Its
clinical manifestations include irreg-
ular bouts of fever, weight loss and
anemia. The new WHO guidelines
comes in the wake of positive results
of two studies conducted in India by
Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF),
and in Ethiopia by the DNDi.

In India, the study was conduct-
ed on 150 patients between 2017 and
2020 at Patna’s Rajendra Memorial
Research Institute of Medical Sciences
(RMRIMS), which is a centre for clin-
ical trials of the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR).

The findings were published in
the Clinical Infectious Diseases scien-
tific journal on February 11, 2022.

Soon thereafter, the research partners
moved the WHO for approval.

“The new treatment regimen is
good, as it reduces the use of injectable
drugs and significantly increases the
chances for patients to be cured,”
asserts Dr Krishna Pandey, director,
Rajendra Memorial Research Institute
and the principal investigator in the
study.

In the Indian study, the new rec-
ommended treatment regimen
demonstrated 96% efficacy at six
months compared to 88% in the pre-
vious treatment, says Dr Kavita Singh.

Bihar and Jharkhand are the two
most kala-azar endemic states in
India. Goriakothi block in Bihar’s
Siwan district and Isuapur in Saran
district; besides Hiranpur, Amrapara,
Littipara and Jama blocks in
Jharkhand’s Pakur district and
Kathikund and Dumka sadar in
Dumka district have kala-azar
endemicity of over 1 per 10,000 pop-
ulation.

Cutaneous leishmaniasis is con-
fined to the north-western part of the
country (Himanchal Pradesh,
Rajasthan), whereas KA is endemic in
4 states, Bihar (33 districts, 458
blocks), Jharkhand (4 districts, 33
blocks), West Bengal (11 districts, 120
blocks) and Uttar Pradesh (6 districts,
22 blocks),3 which contain approxi-
mately 10% of the total population at
risk in India (136.5 million).

In Bihar – India’s most endemic
state – an estimated 6% of VL cases
are co-infected with HIV.

It is hoped that the new WHO
guidelines will significantly improve
the lives of patients affected by both
diseases who suffer from stigma,
ostracization, loss of income and
repeated relapses, says Dr Fabiana
Alves, Director of neglected tropical
diseases Leishmaniasis and Mycetoma
at DNDi.

However, Dr Sakib Burza, 
medical advisor and study coordina-
tor at MSF has a word of caution. “For
the first time, patients with KA-HIV
co-infection in India will be treated
with an evidence-based treatment.
However, there remains a lot to be
done, as these patients present with
multiple complex medical issues that
need to be addressed holistically,
including a very high prevalence of
TB,” he says.
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This doctor has several medical innovations to his name
ever since the bug bit him in 2008 when he was still an

MBBS student. But that’s just one of his talents. He's a standup
comedian, an author and an entrepreneur too.

When this multifaceted ENT surgeon, Dr Jagdish
Chaturvedi from Fortis Hospital, Bengaluru, tells you that
his contributions have been a game changer in the medical
field, especially in rural areas, he’s not exaggerating.  In the
last 10 years, Dr Jagdish’ 18 innovations include the bowel
cleaning device, esophageal varices management device, med-
icine management box, and adaptive noise cancellation for
Tinnitus among others. Low-cost and easy to use, to make
healthcare accessible in rural areas, are the hallmark of his
innovations.

As an entrepreneur, Dr Jagdish runs a digital platform,
Healthcare Innovation for Indian Healthcare (Hiiih), a med-
ical entrepreneurship and innovation-enabling platform that
sees doctors, engineers and entrepreneurs connecting and
working on innovations.

“The platform has helped 40 Indian startups in terms
of guidance, funding, product development and more. We
also conduct training programmes and develop our own
devices,” he says.

Dr Jagdish's first invention was a cheap alternative to
the expensive imaging equipment to diagnose throat can-
cer.  After seeing the results of his ‘jugaad’, he decided to build
a prototype and eventually launched it in the market to help
more doctors practising in rural areas. Though there were
no takers for his first innovation, he was not deterred.

“I faced flak from my fraternity, who advised me to stick
to my job instead of capitalising on the prototype. But I did
not give up and gave the licence to Icarus, who then sold it
to Medtronic. It uses the third-generation Medtronic
Shruti ENTraview Otoscope (attached to an Android
phone). It has helped around seven lakh people,” he 
says proudly.

It was good learning for him. With help from his seniors
like Dr Ravi Nair, he enrolled himself in a Stanford bio-design
programme in 2012.  “I learnt how to approach a design and
bring a solution while keeping factors like affordability and
accessibility in mind. The fellowship made my second inno-
vation a smooth ride,” he says.

His Noxeno, a device that removes foreign bodies from
the noses of children in rural areas, without needing any inva-
sive surgery is being used across 1,000 hospitals, and was
even featured in News Asia’s documentary ‘Field Guide to
Innovations’ in 2017. His other invention--a tele examina-
tion system can be used by doctors while sitting anywhere
in the world.

He has also penned three books, Inventing Medical
Devices – A perspective from India, The Benefits of Failing
Successfully and One year of Stand up comedy: A Journey
in India.

A standup comedian, Dr Jagdish’s eponymous YouTube
channel has over 1 lakh subscribers while a comic aware-
ness video on the coronavirus had 1,62,000 viewership. Fun
and serious work goes hand-in-hand for him.

(Medicos may write to us at healthp100@gmail.com)

BEYOND THE STETHOSCOPE
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Since 2015, KA cases have
been offered integrated screening
and testing for HIV at block level
in KA endemic regions in India.
The percentage of KA cases tested
for HIV increased from 47% in
2015 to 98% in 2020, indicating an
increase in the proportion of
KA–HIV co-infected cases from
0.5% (45/8545) in 2015 to 4.1%
(84/2048) in 2020. ��������	��
���	����
�	��
������	�����	�������

Japanese pharma firm Takeda has said that its dengue vaccine
candidate, TAK-003, prevented 84 per cent of hospitalised dengue
cases and 61 per cent of symptomatic cases. The 4.5-year-long phase-
3 clinical trial, which included over 20,000 children and teenagers,
identified no "important safety risks". The data was presented at
the 8th Northern European Conference on Travel Medicine.
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Recognising its efforts in advancing tobacco control, the WHO

has awarded the Resource Centre for Tobacco Control (e-RCTC)
of the Department of Community Medicine and School of Public
Health at the Postgraduate Institute of Medical Education and
Research (PGIMER) in Chandigarh with the Regional Director
Special Recognition Award.
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The health ministry has notified the rules including the reg-

istration process, staff requirement, minimum equipment required
and the license granting format for Assisted Reproductive
Technology (ART) in the country.
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Researchers from the National Eye Institute (NEI) have iden-

tified a new disease that affects the macula, a small part of the light-
sensing retina needed for sharp, central vision.

After witnessing a
decline in Covid
cases till mid-May,
the Coronavirus has

gradually started moving
towards northward, less than
a month after the country was
opened up post the third
wave.  This has evoked fear of
a fourth wave in the country
with some states like
Maharashtra and Karnataka
bringing back the mask man-
date in the public.

On June 11, with 8,329
fresh Covid-19 cases and 10
deaths in the last 24 hours,
India reported the highest
number of daily cases in
months. While the total active
cases stand at 40,370, the
country saw 4,216 recoveries.
On Friday, the country had
reported 7,584 cases and 24
deaths.

Analysis of the data
shows that in just ten days,
cases have doubled while the
test positivity rate (TPR) – the
number of positive cases out
of the total tests conducted
has increased to 2.3 per cent,
which is the highest since
February.

WHO Director-General
Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus warned that the
pandemic is not yet over.
Tedros noted that 18 months
after the first mass coron-
avirus immunization pro-
grams began in rich coun-
tries, 68 countries have yet to
protect 40% of their popula-
tions.

While enough vaccines
are now available, demand
has fallen, he said. "The per-
ception that the pandemic is
over is understandable, but
misguided," the WHO chief
said. "A new and even more
dangerous variant could
emerge at any time, and vast
numbers of people remain
unprotected."

However, doctors in India
blame Omicron sub-variants
to be behind the spike in
Covid caseload in the coun-
try. And since it is mild in
nature, one should not panic,
they assured.

India has reported a
gradual rise in coronavirus
infections since mid-May as
BA.4 and BA.5 sub variants of
the Omicron strain of SARS-
CoV-2 made their way into
the country.

The doctors asserted that
the ongoing surge in Covid-
19 cases in some parts of the
country should not be seen as

the start of the fourth wave of
the pandemic. Most people
are protected by prior infec-
tion and high vaccination
coverage, they reason.

“It's wrong to say the 4th
wave is coming, we need to
examine district-level data. A
high number of cases in a few
districts can't be considered as
a uniform increase in cases
across the whole country,”
said Samiran Panda, ADG,
Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR).

“There is no reason to
believe that the current rise in
Covid-19 cases heralds the
beginning of the fourth pan-
demic wave in the country,”
Dr Sujeet Kumar Singh,
director of the National
Centre for Disease Control,
which heads the Indian
SARS-CoV-2 Genomic
Surveillance (INSACOG)
project told a media house.

According to Singh, while

the rise in cases may be the
result of the spread of the
BA.4 and BA.5 sub variants in
several states, it does not
mean much given India’s
hybrid immunity in the wake
of prior infection with other
omicron sub variants and
high vaccination coverage.

Dr N K Arora, chief of
the Covid-19 working group
of the National Technical
Advisory Group on
Immunisation, expressed
similar views. “Rise in cases
was the result of unbridled
domestic and international
travel by Indians after a long
gap.”  He dismissed fears that
the country is in the grip of
the fourth wave. Mumbai has
been reporting a sharp rise in
cases over the past several
days. In the first five days of
June, about 4,000 cases were
registered — higher than the
number reported in the whole
of March and April and

almost the same as the total
in May.

"It’s because of business-
es and travel returning back
to normal and many people
getting exposed to the virus,”
Arora said.

He added, INSACOG’s
surveillance so far had shown
that there is no new variant at
play, other than Omicron sub
variants.

Dr Rahul Bhargava, from
Fortis Hospital  in Gurugram,
Haryana called for a guarded
approach. “These wave pat-
terns will continue to affect
mankind. We need to have a
strategy by making rapid
changes in our daily life, by
bringing mask and social dis-
tancing back in our lifestyle
quickly as cases rise.

“At the same time we
need to have robust genome
surveillance to keep a watch
on the rise of new variants.
Research needs to clearly

guide us on the frequency of
covid vaccination in the
frontline and high risk group,”
he suggested.

With immunity becom-
ing a buzz word during
Covid-19 pandemic, Dr
Tanuja Nesari, Director of the
All India Institute of
Ayurveda (AIIA) talked about
the importance of holistic
well-being in checking the
virus as well as other infec-
tions. She stressed on adopt-
ing time tested home-reme-
dies and ayurvedic immuni-
ty herbs like Chyavanprasha,
AYUSH Kwath and herbs
like Tulsi leaves, crushed gin-
ger and turmeric could be
beneficial in developing over-
all immunity.

In this regard, she cited
recovery of over 400 patients
from Covid-19 in their insti-
tute through Ayurveda. Only
4% needed integration with
oxygen, she said.
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The terrible spectre of
climate change and its
devastating conse-

quences hang over the world.
It is the biggest health threat
humanity is facing. As oceans
cover more than 70 per cent
of the planet earth’s surface,
protection of the oceans is
paramount in the efforts to
delay or stop the
unfavourable climate change. 

With a view to highlight-
ing the aspect, the World
Ocean Day is celebrated on
June 8 every year. The theme
for the 2022 World Ocean
Day “Revitalization: Collec-
tive Action for the Ocean”
sheds light on the communi-
ties, ideas and solution that
are working together to pro-
tect and revitalise the ocean
and everything it sustains.
This is once again a reminder
to the international commu-
nity to protect and preserve
the oceanic resources. Unless
we listen to the stern warn-
ings from global bodies, sea
life will perish and the whole
of humanity will have to face
the consequences.

The UN General Assem-
bly officially recognised the
World Ocean Day in 2008 but
its actual celebration started
in 2009 only. The origin of the
World Ocean Day goes back
to the historic Earth Summit
organised in the year 1992 in
the city of Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil. In the same confer-
ence, Canada initially pro-
posed the concept of the
World Ocean Day. In the
same year, an event called
“Oceans Day at Global
Forum: The Blue Planet” was
organised by the Oceans
Institute of Canada (OIC),
supported by the Canadian
Government. And the speak-
er who suggested the idea was
Judith Swan, an international-
ly known marine jurist and
Director of the OIC. Thus,
this year marks the 30th

anniversary of the World
Ocean Day. The main motto
behind the World Ocean Day
is to spread awareness to pro-
tect the planet earth through-
out the year.

Again, this day is a part of
the worldwide movement to
save the world’s 30 per cent of
the land, water and ocean by
the year 2030. This day
directly supports the efforts
towards the realisation of the
Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) set by the UN
in the year 2015. These SDGs
(also called Agenda 2030) are
a collection of 17 interlinked
goals to achieve a better and
more sustainable future for all
by the end of 2030.

The oceans are home to
approximately 700,000 to one
million species. Also, the
oceans contain more than 97
per cent of the world’s water.
It is the largest ecosystem on
earth. It is the life support sys-
tem of the planet earth.
Hence, the ocean is extremely
vital for the survival and sus-
tainability of not only the
lives in it but also for humans
as well. These oceans produce
more than half of the oxygen
of this beautiful planet.

When we talk about
ocean conservation, generally
animals like sharks, whales,
and turtles have taken the
centre-stage of almost all the
ocean protection movements
and awareness campaigns.
For decades, we are trying to
protect and preserve them all
as they are facing grave
threats to lives along with
millions of other species. But
we all simply ignore the fact
that human beings are also
equally relying on a healthy
ocean for their survival.

Most of the 3 billion
humans who earn their liveli-
hood from the rich oceans,
belong to the Global South. It
consists of the agrarian
economies of Africa, Latin

America, India, China and
other areas of the world.
However, the term Global
South is a dynamic concept
which is not restricted to geo-
graphic boundaries. There-
fore, the countries that reach
a certain level of development
may easily cross over to the
Global North. It is clear that
the developing countries of
the Global South are highly
dependent on the rich ocean
resources for their life and 
living.

Today, the ocean is under
constant pressure from
intense pollution, over-fish-
ing, unsustainable develop-
ment and finally from mas-
sive climate change. The car-
bon emissions from human
activities lead to ocean warm-
ing, acidification and oxygen
loss, according to latest
reports released by the UN.
Our oceans directly absorb 90
per cent of the heat released
by the greenhouse gases. 

The pollutants found in
the oceans are life-threaten-
ing for humans as well. The
carcinogenic microplastics
have already entered our food
chain. And these toxic conta-
minants pose a major health
risk for all humans around
the world. So we are at immi-
nent risk from the degrada-
tion of marine life today.

Another perilous aspect is
that each year at least 8 mil-
lion tonnes of plastic waste
gathers in the oceans. Further
the situation is aggravated by
the dumping of huge amounts
of poisonous chemicals and
human waste in these oceans.
The worst part of the ocean
pollution is that all the man-
made wastes go deep down to
the ocean bed and severely
affect marine life and their
surrounding habitat.

Over the years, over-fish-
ing in many parts of the world
is causing serious damage to
marine lives. Because com-

mercial level exploitation of
the fish reserves is mainly
carried out by huge nets, the-
ses destroy other marine lives
in the sea beds. Therefore,
trawling and dredging are an
imminent threat to marine
ecosystems.

Recently, the Internation-
al Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN) listed nearly
eight marine species as “criti-
cally endangered species” and
they may face high risk of
extinction in future. These
species are great hammerhead
shark, European eel, sun-
flower sea star, angel shark,
scalloped hammerhead,
oceanic white tip shark,
North Atlantic right whale,
and Nassau grouper. These
are a few species that are fac-
ing threat today, but many
more will be added to the list
for sure. The marine ecosys-
tem is very sensitive to out-
side influence.

The ocean economy con-
tributes nearly $1.5 trillion in
value to the global economy.
Interestingly, it offers food
and livelihood to about 3 bil-
lion people across the globe.
It supports huge employment
opportunities in the areas of
tourism, fishing and trans-
portation. So far studies show
that around 80 per cent of
marine pollution comes from
the land in different forms of
pollutants, mostly from man-
made activities. However,
plastic pollutants pose the
biggest threat. In fact, the list
of such pollutants keeps on
increasing each day starting
from industrial chemicals,
sewage, pesticides and other
garbage, including the e-
wastes released in the oceans
across the globe.

Currently, only about 7
per cent of the ocean is pro-
tected. Latest research reveals
that for the preservation of
marine life, increased supply
of food and reduced carbon

emissions, we urgently need
to save 30 per cent of the
oceans. 

Our incredible ocean
must be protected. It is time
to act. Protecting the oceans
means protecting the people.
Ocean conservation is key to
our survival. The fact remains
that consistent increase in the
number of pollutants has led
to the degradation of water
bodies to the point of no
return. It is true that major
steps are already being taken.
The UN and its allied agen-
cies with a host of interna-
tional NGOs and civil society
organisations are making
serious efforts to prevent
damage to the marine envi-
ronment. Hope environmen-
tal justice would be given to
all the marine lives and
humans by other humans in
the days to come. Finally, with
the celebration of the World
Ocean Day this year, we all
need to commit to ourselves
that we will not exploit the
oceans anymore to threaten
the marine ecosystem.

(The writer is a 
young environmental 

conservationist) 

United Nations Climate
Report recorded the
last decade as the

hottest decade in human his-
tory. We read about climate
change and global warming
and how it can lead to glaciers
melting and islands sinking.
Most of us are aware of the
problem. Question is what we
can do. Posting climate
change photos on social
media? Switching off lights
for one hour and calling it
Earth Hour? Dispose of waste
properly? Ban single-use plas-
tics? Are these all or can we
do more and take construc-
tive action? Very often, we
limit ourselves to this
tokenism as we don’t know
what to do? What can we as
children, youth, and respon-
sible citizens of this country
do every day to save our envi-
ronment?

One of the biggest con-
tributors to climate change is
the textile industry. We all
regularly wear jeans. You
would be shocked to know
that it takes 7,600 litres of
water to produce one pair of
jeans! This is due to the fact
that the amount of water
required to grow cotton for
your jeans is exorbitantly
large. Considering each of us
owns multiple pairs of jeans,
we are continually wasting
thousands of litres of water!
So what can you do instead?
Try to look for sustainable
fabrics of jeans before pur-
chasing. There are multiple
brands that are recycling the
water they use for more pro-
ductive uses. So giving a
thought before buying your
favourite denims could help
save a lot of water!

The meat industry, par-
ticularly beef, is another
major source of fossil fuels.
Many studies have indicated
that approximately 60 per
cent of all greenhouse gases
from food production come
from the meat industry. Food
production itself is responsi-
ble for almost one third of all
greenhouse gases produced
by humans and producing
animal food results in twice
the amount of emissions as
caused by plant-based foods.
Rise in demand for meat pro-
duction requires a large quan-
tity of pastures leading to
more forests to be cleared for
grazing of cattle or growing
animal feed. When animals
feed on plants, they emit toxic
greenhouse gases such as
methane and nitrous oxide
due to widespread use of
chemical fertilizers and pesti-
cides in the growth of plants.
Meat as a food item is less
efficient than plants as ani-
mals require more biomass to
feed to give the same amount
of calories. So, what can we
do? While dietary choices are
personal, we should know
that being vegetarian and
consuming more fruits and
vegetables is more climate
friendly. So why not adopt
healthier diets now and live
longer later?

Many among us would be
shocked to know that our
bathroom to contribute to cli-
mate change. Skincare and
hygiene products like scrubs
and toothpaste contain
microbeads. These
microbeads eventually land
up in oceans and seas, where
these insalubrious products
are consumed by marine ani-

mals. 
Lastly, although this may

seem counterintuitive, a
green lawn is actually not
ecologically sustainable.
Maintenance of these green
lawns requires lawn mowers
and leaf blowers which are
powered by gasoline with two
stroke and four stroke
engines. Fuel doesn’t combust
completely in these engines
and results in release of toxic
gases in the air. A four stroke
lawn mower produces carbon
emissions equivalent to a
vehicle that has travelled 500
miles! So how can one make a
green lawn sustainably green?
You can start using electric
engines instead as they are
easier to maintain and have a
lower carbon footprint. You
can also diversify your green
lawn with creepers and 
mosses!

This year’s theme for
World Environment Day is
“Only One Earth”. So we as
students, youth, adults, lead-
ers and responsible citizens of
our society, country and the
world need to work towards
rethinking, reworking and
retrying new sustainable
alternatives. 

(The writer is a young 
climate activist)
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Since time immemorial,
man has been raking his

brains trying to find the
answers to questions pertain-
ing to his existence and his
relative identity. In docu-
mented evolutionary history
also, innumerable thinkers,
philosophers, saints, scien-
tists, etc, have pondered over
the issue and provided their
observations on the subject
depending upon their capaci-
ty and bent of mind. 

From “god’s creation” to
“creation of god”, from reli-
gion to science, from forms to
formlessness, man has left no
stone unturned to understand
this web of his identity and
being. Before, he could settle
such deep and dense spiritual
questions, more trouble came
his way in the form of societal
identities. These self-created
identities have brought with
them all sorts of superiority
and inferiority complexes.

Indian history and
mythology are nothing if not
a grand testimony of co-exis-
tence between various castes,
belief systems, religions (if
Buddhism and Jainism are to
be considered separate reli-
gions) and cultural groups
despite their differences,
occasional skirmishes and
conflicts.

The amalgamation of
post-colonial socio-political
developments and modern
scientific advances have pro-
vided a never before opportu-
nity to both individuals and
societies to ponder over issues
related to indigenous socio-
religious identities in both
global and glocal perspec-
tives. 

In Indian context, this
much-needed exercise is
extremely crucial specially in
handling sensitive issues like
clan, caste and religion, etc.

During the last 75 years
or so, Indian society has wit-
nessed tremendous changes
in its social structures and

social values. Metropolitan
cities have become casteless.
Some studies have abortively
attempted to interpret their
data to show that the majority
of the poor clusters belong to
a particular caste or religion.
The reservation, education
and ever increasing job
opportunities have impacted
the interior corners of the
country too.

Of course, major social
changes sometimes take hun-
dreds of years. One thing is

sure that India has definitely
taken a giant leap towards
castelessness within such a
short span of 70 odd years.

The academic and politi-
cal mafias are the biggest hin-
drances in finishing the evil of
caste. Dr Ambedkar wanted
his disciples and followers to
work for annihilation of caste.
But there are ecosystems in
some academic institutions
where some of the academic
bigwigs promote such
research which not only

encourages divisive agendas
but inculcates hatred for
other castes. It requires
absolutely no rocket science
to understand that there are
many caste based political
parties and political figures
for whom socially divided
caste based society is oxygen.
And, time and again such
policies and programmes
have been framed in the past
which have played a major
role in widening the social
divides. In other words, will-

ingly political mafias have
made communities stand in
front of each other with dag-
gers.

Coming to the post 2014
era where the Government
has been trying to do away
with caste politics with the
motto of “Sabka Saath, Sabka
Vikas, Sabka Viswaas”, the
castiest narrative builders
have got tremors in their
stomach. The underlying
message is that India cannot
progress if we Indians keep

fighting for our communities
against each other instead of
coming together for each
other. 

On a deeper psychologi-
cal level, the efforts of the
government towards making
India self-reliant can be seen
as an inspiration where the
government wants to
decolonise the young minds
as individuals as well as com-
munities.

Of course, we all have
every right to agree or dis-

agree with the government’s
policies but most importantly,
the Narendra Modi Govern-
ment has shown a way for-
ward towards castelessness
where the Government treats
one and all as equal citizens,
and it is the requisite of “raj
dharma” also, as given in the
ancient Indian scriptures.

(The writer is Research
Assistant, Indian Council of
Social Science Research, The
views expressed are personal)
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IInvariably, we all come to this
world with a imprints of baggage
full of virtues and inherent negative

habit tendencies, coming as it may as
Karmic carryover from the past. As
and when congenial ground becomes
available they come into play.
Experience suggests that more often
than not, if ever one loses sense of
alert, the negatives if not addressed in
time, play a spoil sport with their posi-
tives, and evidently to one’s detriment.

The irony is that negative imprints
remain in the sub-conscious memory
and so they play out involuntarily. The
positives, on the contrary, lying at a
deeper level need to be explored, con-
sciously invoked and put to use.
Otherwise, they may remain dormant.
As one begins life, people behave two
ways. Some are guided by persistent
indwelling desires, as guided by
indwelling seed-potential. They have a
desired destination in mind. Humbly
and single pointedly, they put in their
whole to achieve their end. A large
majority of them succeed in their
endeavour. Consciously, they try to
keep their negatives in check. The faut
lines, however, do not go away, waiting

for their turn to play out. There are
others, who guided by tempting influ-
ences of the seeming world, lack prop-
er direction, not aware what they are
really worth. Even when made aware
of their indwelling potential, it is diffi-
cult for them to digest. Such characters
take long to settle down. It is  only
when they are pushed to the wall, they
try out the option suggested, to make a
living. And if the seed potential related
to that field is strong, they move ahead
in life. Having tasted the fruits of suc-
cess, the feel of achievement rakes up
the indwelling sense of Ahamkara
(Ego consciousness). The sense of
doer-ship thus arising, make them
believe that nothing can stop them
anymore. In the process, they lose
their sense of alert. Following which,
the inherent habit tendencies, under
check thus far, raise their head. People
seldom realise that their infirmities
could derail them.

A couple of years back someone,
toying with many ideas, but not able to
make a considered choice, came seek-
ing guidance.  He was advised to take
up a product that helps people in diffi-
culty.  For, Karmic Saturn, the 8th lord

identified with difficulties was tenant-
ed in the career signifying the 10th
house, from where it aspected the 7th
house marked with the person in need.
As advised, he opened a workshop to

make implements to support disabled
people. He put in his whole into it and
quickly attained success. Ambitious
that he was, went ahead full hog open-
ing shops in different cities within no

time, without raising necessary infra-
structure to sustain them. So,  he could
not manage them well. Very soon, his
business collapsed and got into a debt
trap, difficult to manage.

He then came running again seek-
ing guidance on how to come out his
problem, which had become unbear-
able. He asked: “Sir, I took up the busi-
ness you suggested and initially I suc-
ceeded well. But not long after it col-
lapsed. Why? Suggest me some puja to
come out of my woes.”

Well,  when you first came, apart
from suggesting you a suitable voca-
tion, I also made you aware of your
inherent weaknesses. I recall telling
you in clear words that unless you
address them well in time, that are
immense, at some point of time, it
could take you for a ride. Now I see it
happening. I had also offered you a
method to overcome them through
fresh educative inputs. But, you never
cared, and went by your self-defined
flow without applying proper fore-
thought. The problems that I see have
mind genesis. How can a puja con-
ducted by a pundit enter your mind
space to make necessary corrections?

You yourself could self-reflect, identify
acknowledge your infirmities, and take
corrective initiatives.

Even in terms of your business, I
advised you not to go overboard as
indiscrete investments could prove dis-
astrous, as finance signifying Venus
was placed adverse to mischievous
Neptune. All the more because intelli-
gence signifying Mercury was also
placed adverse to Neptune, which
accounted for your impaired reasoning
and judgment. If that would not be
enough, the Sun placed adverse to
Neptune and Jupiter, in the first place
speaks of your inflated ego. Second,
you are bound by self-defined delu-
sionary perceptions, distanced from
ground realities, and not open to look
beyond for a reality check. You won’t
acknowledge truth on its first appear-
ance, and would prefer pursuing your
belief till pushed to the wall. The result
is there to see. 
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