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IMRAN KHAN EARNED RS 36 MILLION
FROM SELLING THREE GIFTED WATCHES

BRITISH-ERA PATNA DM OFFICE
BUILDING SHOWN IN ‘GANDHI' RAZED

H
istoric British-era Patna District Magistrate's office
building, part of the centuries-old Collectorate campus,
which was featured in key scenes in Oscar-winning film

'Gandhi' has been demolished, sending a wave of grief
among heritage lovers and Gandhians. Bulldozers gnawed at
the elegant two-storey main Patna Collectorate building,
situated on the banks of the river Ganga, a couple of days
ago, reducing it to a skeletal state. The building was felled
as part of the redevelopment project of the Bihar
government.

SEBI PENALISES NSE, FORMER CHIEF
CHITRA RAMKRISHNA, 16 OTHERS

IN RAJASTHAN'S PALI, TWO
COMMUNITIES SHUN LAVISH WEDDINGS

N
o DJs, no fireworks and no riding horseback for the groom. These
are some of the guidelines that leaders in two communities in
Rajasthan's Pali district have issued to make weddings a less

expensive affair. And grooms should be clean-shaven--beards don't go
with the ceremony--the elders feel. Leaders of both Kumawat and Jat
communities have also agreed to put a cap on gifts relatives can give to
a couple, which includes jewellery, clothes and cash. The rules
discourage customary offering of opium too. The Kumawats, a
community of potters, at a meeting of its members from 19 villages on
June 16 came up with the rules.

ALMANAC

Updated: JUNE 29, 2022 5:00 PM

Forecast: Mostly cloudy
Temp: 30oc

Humidity: 81%
Sunrise: 5:45 AM
Sunset: 6:54 PM

Month & Paksham:

Tithi: Pratipada : Jun 29 08:22 AM
to Jun 30 10:49 AM

Dwitiya : Jun 30 10:49 AM
to Jul 01 01:09 PM

Nakshatram: 
Punarvasu: Jun 29 10:08 PM

to Jul 01 01:07 AM
Pushya: Jul 01 01:07 AM

to Jul 02 03:56 AM

Rahukalam: 1:57 PM to 3:35 PM

Yamagandam:  5:48 AM to 7:26 AM

Varjyam: 10:03 AM to 11:51 AM

Gulika: 9:04 AM to 10:42 AM

TTOODDAAYY

HYDERABAD WEATHER

S
ebi has imposed a penalty totalling Rs 44 crore on 18 entities,
including National Stock Exchange (NSE), its business development
officer Ravi Varanasi, former MD and CEO Chitra Ramkrishna and

her adviser Subramanian Anand along with certain stock brokers in the
'dark fibre' case. Apart from NSE and its former officials, others
penalised by Sebi are stock brokers --Way2Wealth Brokers and GKN
Securities-- Sampark Infotainment and their respective employees. The
regulator has imposed a penalty of Rs 7 crore on NSE, Rs 5 crore each
on Ramkrishna, Varanasi and Subramanian Anand, who was Group
Operating Officer and adviser to then MD Ramkrishna.

P
akistan's ousted prime minister Imran Khan earned Rs 36 million by
illegally selling three watches gifted to him by foreign dignitaries to a
local watch dealer, according to a media report on Wednesday.

According to the details of an official inquiry shared with Geo News, Khan
during his tenure as prime minister earned millions of rupees from these
jewel-class watches collectively worth over Rs 154 million. The watches were
gifted to him by foreign leaders. The most expensive watch -- more than Rs
101 million value -- was retained by the-then prime minister at 20 per cent of
its value after his government amended the Toshakhana rules and settled the
gift retention price at 50 per cent of its original value, the report said.

PNS n NEW DELHI

The Centre on Wednesday decid-
ed to computerise all functional
63,000 Primary Agriculture Credit
Societies (PACS) over the next
five years with a budget outlay of
Rs 2,516 crore in order to improve
efficiency, transparency and
accountability in their operations.

The scheme, approved by the
Cabinet Committee on Economic
Affairs (CCEA) chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, will also
facilitate PACS to diversify their
business and undertake multiple
activities and services.

Majority of the PACS are not
computerised and are still function-

ing manually, resulting in ineffi-
ciency and trust deficit in these
societies.

Hailing the CCEA decision,
Cooperation Minister Amit Shah
said the government is committed
to bring reforms in the cooperative
sector.

Shah said the computerisation of
PACS will prove to be a "boon" for
the sector and thanked the prime
minister for this visionary decision.

Announcing the Cabinet deci-
sion, Information and Broadcasting
Minister Anurag Singh Thakur
said the scheme proposes comput-
erisation of about 63,000 function-
al PACS over a period of five years
with a total budget outlay of Rs

2,516 crore, with the Centre's share
of Rs 1,528 crore.

This is a landmark decision and

a big reform in this sector, he said,
adding that the initiative will ben-
efit 13 crore farmers, mostly small

and marginal.
Under the scheme, a cloud-

based common software with cyber
security and data storage will be put
in place for PACS. It will also pro-
vide hardware support to the PACS
and help in digitisation of existing
records. This software will be in
vernacular languages having flex-
ibility of customisation as per the
needs of states.

According to an official state-
ment, PACS constitute the lowest
tier of the three-tier Short Term
Cooperative Credit (STCC) struc-
ture in the country comprising
about 13 crore farmers as its mem-
bers, which is crucial for the devel-
opment of the rural economy.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Ahead of a key BJP meet-
ing in Hyderabad, Union
minister Anurag Thakur
said on Wednesday that
people of Telangana are
unhappy and dejected with
the TRS government there
and expressed confidence
that his party will win the upcom-
ing assembly polls in the southern
state. The BJP is drawing a lot of sup-
port in the state, with many people
joining it and many others set to join
the party in coming months, Thakur
told reporters. The central govern-
ment led by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has started many
development projects in Telangana
but their execution is in the hands
of the state dispensation, the senior
BJP leader noted. The Modi govern-
ment has made a lot of contribution
to every state's development, he said.

"People of the state are
unhappy and dejected
with the Telangana
Rashtra Samiti (TRS) gov-
ernment led by Chief
Minister K Chandrasekhar
Rao," he said. The BJP
national executive, a key
organisational body of the
party, will be meeting for

two days in Hyderabad on July 2 and
3. Its members include PM Modi
and other senior leaders of the
party drawn from across the coun-
try.  Modi will also be speaking at a
public meeting on July 3 soon after
the party's conclave ends, high-
lighting the BJP's efforts to expand
its footprint in a state where it has
gained strength since 2019.

PNS n NEW DELHI

As many as 115 nominations
were filed till Wednesday, the last
day of the filing papers for the July
18 presidential election, the Rajya
Sabha Secretariat said.

The scrutiny of the nomina-
tions would be done on Thursday.

Those who filed their papers
include NDA nominee Droupadi
Murmu and joint Opposition
candidate Yashwant Sinha, who
are the main contestants.

Besides them, a host of com-
moners have also filed their
papers for the top constitutional
post in the country. 

PNS n CHANDIGARH

About a dozen states on
Wednesday pitched for extending
by a few years the compensation
paid to states for revenue lost from
the implementation of the goods
and services tax (GST) regime.

The GST Council, the highest
decision-making body of the indi-
rect tax regime, however, did not
take any decision at its meeting
here. A final decision is likely to be
taken in the next GST council
meeting in the first week of August,
Finance Minister Nirmala

Sitharaman said
while talking to
the media after
the 47th GST
Council meeting here. "As many as
16 states spoke on GST compensa-
tion in today's meeting. Of this
there were 3-4 states that said that
they have to stand on their own and
not depend on compensation,"
Sitharaman said. When a nation-
wide GST subsumed 17 central and
state levies from July 1, 2017, it was
decided that states will be compen-
sated for any loss of revenue from
the new tax for five years.

PNS n NEW DELHI

The election for the post of vice pres-
ident will be held on August 6, the
Election Commission said on
Wednesday. The notification for the
election to decide the successor of M
Venkaiah Naidu will be issued on July
5 and the last date for filing of nomi-
nation papers will be July 19. The scruti-
ny of nomination papers will be done
on July 20 and the last date for with-
drawal of candidature is July 22.

K VENKATESHWARLU
n HYDERABAD

Although the ruling Telangana
Rashtra Samiti party is keen on
achieving a hat-trick in the coming
Assembly elections, the Bharatiya
Janata Party, having projected itself as
an alternative party in Telangana, is
leaving no stone unturned to ensure
that the saffron party comes to power
in the 2023 elections. So, the BJP's
national leadership is extending
unstinted support to BJP Telangana
unit in this regard.  The BJP TS unit,
on its part, is banking mainly on
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
magic to work this time. The BJP
national leadership has tasked the TS
unit to host the party's national
executive committee (NEC) meeting
on July 2nd and 3rd. All national lead-
ers of the party, including Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, would stay
in Hyderabad during those two days.

Election for
Vice President
on Aug 6: EC

m Galvanising party to grab power in Telangana 

BJP pins hopes on Modi's magic 
The decision on where Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will be
residing during his visit to
Hyderabad is still being
contemplated by the Special
Protection Group (SPG), say senior
officials while they wait for a green
signal from the SPG.
Meanwhile, it is being reportedly
said that the Prime Minister will be
staying at Novotel hotel on day one
and at Raj Bhavan on day two.
Moreover, Hyderabad Police are also
on high alert after the recent
incident of an alleged beheading in
Udaipur. Additional forces have been
deployed in sensitive areas of the
city and also the police are closely
monitoring the locations where the
Prime Minister will be present.
Senior police officials say that more
than 5000 police personnel will be
deployed in the city as a part of the
security arrangement for the PM.

DDEECCIISSIIOONN  OONN  PPMM’’SS  SSTTAAYY  IINN

HHYYDDEERRAABBAADD  YYEETT  TTOO  BBEE  TTAAKKEENN

Rs 2,516 cr scheme for PACS computerisation115 nominations
filed for Prez poll

WAR  OF  SLOGANS  INTESIFIES
Ahead of the Bharatiya Janata Party's national executive meeting here, the
political war of slogans between the BJP and the Telangana Rashtra Samiti has
intensified. The parties are trying to dominate each other from every angle. After
their one-upmanship over banners and flexes, they are now warring with
provocative slogans drawn from their ammunition. For instance, when BJP came
up with the slogan 'Bye bye, KCR'; the TRS countered it with 'Bye bye, Modi'.  

KONDA  VISHWESHWAR  REDDY  TO  JOIN  BJP  
Former Chevella MP Konda Vishweshwar Reddy is set to join the
Bharatiya Janata Party in a day or two. On Wednesday, BJP
Telangana unit president Bandi Sanjay Kumar and state party affairs
in-charge Tarun Chugh held discussions with Konda Vishweshwar
Reddy in this regard for nearly one hour at the latter's residence. It is
learnt that they made BJP national president JP Nadda clarify some
of the doubts that Konda Vishweshwar Reddy had. Sources said
Konda Vishweshwar Reddy was satisfied with Nadda's assurances and expressed his
willingness to join the BJP. 

People unhappy, dejected with KCR govt: Thakur

NIA investigates ‘Pak link'
PNS n JAIPUR/NEW DELHI

Investigators on Wednesday were
looking into a possible link between
one of the men who killed an
Udaipur tailor and an Islamist out-
fit in Pakistan, as Rajasthan Police
remained on vigil a day after the
hate crime now being probed by the
National Investigation Agency.

A policeman was slashed with a
sword during a protest march in
Rajsamand district's Bhim town,
where police used tear gas to stop
a stone-pelting mob from advanc-
ing towards a mosque.

In Udaipur, hundreds took part

in a funeral procession for
Kanhaiya Lal - the tailor who was
attacked Tuesday afternoon by two
men who posted a video of the bru-
tal attack with a cleaver on social
media and claimed that they had
avenged an insult to Islam.

Stones were hurled at a burial
ground and some people tried to
vandalise its gate as the proces-
sion passed by. Elsewhere in
Rajasthan, markets were closed in
Sojat  (Pali) ,  Bhinmal and
Sanchore (Jalore) and Reodar
(Sikar) in protest over the
Udaipur murder. Apart from the
arrests of Riaz Akhtari, the man

who hacked at the tai-
lor's neck, and Ghouse
Mohammad, who
f i lmed the cr ime,
police have detained
three others allegedly involved in
the attack.

Rajasthan Director General of
Police (DGP) M L Lather said
Ghouse has links with Karachi-
based Dawat-e-Islami and had
visited the Pakistani city in 2014.

When asked whether the other
accused too had connections with
the Islamist organisation, Lather
said that cannot be ruled out.

In Delhi, an official said

Akhtari's links have been traced
to Dawat-e-Islami, which has its
branches in India as well. A
National Investigation Agency
(NIA) team that had been rushed
to Jaipur on Tuesday registered an
FIR under the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act. Rajasthan
Police will assist the NIA, the state
police chief said.

UDAIPUR TAILOR’S MURDER NO  IMPUNITY  FOR  THOSE

RESPONSIBLE  FOR  HATE  CRIMES

Condemning the brutal killing of a
tailor in Rajasthan's Udaipur,
Amnesty International said India
must ensure that there is no
impunity for those responsible for
hate crimes and take urgent steps
to protect people against any
attacks.
Two men, identified as Riaz Akhtari
and Ghouse Mohammad, allegedly
hacked tailor Kanhaiya Lal to death
with a cleaver at his shop in
Udaipur on Tuesday and posted
videos online saying they are
avenging an insult to Islam.

AMNESTY  COMDEMNS  MURDER

PNS n UNITED NATIONS/GENEVA

The COVID-19 pandemic is
changing but it is not over, head of
the World Health Organization
said on Wednesday, cautioning that
the cases are on the rise in 110
countries and are being driven
mainly by two fast-spreading
Omicron sub-variants.

The Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention said this week
that the fast-spreading Omicron
sub-variants BA.4 and BA.5
together are estimated to make up
half of the coronavirus cases in the
United States.

As of June 25, BA.5 made up
36.6 per cent of the total coron-

avirus cases in the US while BA.4
accounted for 15.7 per cent, togeth-
er accounting for about 52 per cent
of new cases in the US.

DRIVEN BY 2 OMICRON SUB-VARIANTS‘Ensure random RT-
PCR screening’
PNS n NEW DELHI

Wit h  In d i a  c ons i s t e nt ly
reporting more than 10,000
Covid cases over the past few
days, the Centre Wednesday
a s ke d  s t at e s  an d  Un i on
Territories to ensure a random
RT-PCR screening of about
two per cent passengers in
each incoming f light, and
send all positive specimens for
genomic sequencing.

Union Health Secretar y
Rajesh Bhushan issued the
advisory through a letter to
states and UTs, referring to
the 'Operational Guidelines
for  R e v i s e d  Su r ve i l l an c e
Strategy in context of COVID-
19' issued by the Centre on
June 9.

12 states demand extension
of GST compensation

Uddhav quits as Maha
CM ahead of floor test
PNS n MUMBAI

Stating that he was not interested
"in playing the numbers' game,"
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray on Wednesday
said he was resigning from his post.

"I am also quitting as member of
Legislative Council," Thackeray
said in a webcast, while appealing
the workers of his party not to take
to the streets in protest.

Thackeray's announcement
came minutes after the Supreme
Court refused to stay Maharashtra
Governor's direction to the Shiv
Sena-NCP-Congress Maha Vikas
Aghadi government to take a floor
test in the Assembly on Thursday.
He had no regret leaving his post,
Thackeray, who was facing a rebel-
lion by majority of Shiv Sena
MLAs led by Eknath Shinde, said.

Thackeray, who heads the Shiv
Sena, appealed to Sena workers to
allow the rebel legislators to return
and not take to the streets in
protest.

The rebels, earlier in the
evening, left Guwahati where they
were camping for over a week, and
landed in Goa. "Let the rebels who
grew politically because of Shiv
Sena and Balasaheb Thackeray
get joy and satisfaction of pulling
down his son from the post of chief
minister," Uddhav Thackeray said.
"I don't want to get into the num-
bers' game. It would be shameful
for me to see if even one of my own
party colleagues stands against
me," he said.

BJP NEC to
reflect TS culture
PNS n HYDERABAD

The BJP's TS unit, which is host-
ing the party's National Executive
Committee here on July 2 and 3,
is making arrangements that reflect
Telangana culture and traditions,
both at the venue of NEC and at
Parade Grounds, where a public
meeting would be addressed by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
Pure vegetarian food would be
served at the venues. Telangana BJP
leaders brought Yadamma from
Karimnagar to cook Telangana
food--Mamaidikaya thokku, mud-
dapappu, Dosakaya Thokku and
other items. The BJP leaders had
a meeting with Yadamma at
Novotel hotel. Telangana tradition-
al food items like Sarva Pindi,
Bhakshyalu, Pachipulusu, roti pac-
challu, Sakinalu, murkulu and the
like would be served to delegates
at NEC meeting.  The party has
allotted Novotel and Westin hotels
to BJP national leaders and
Radisson hotel for media persons
coming from other states. The BJP
Telangana unit has also booked
rooms in nearby hotels.

COVID cases on rise
in 110 countries: WHO
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EGG 

RATES

VIJAYAWADA        477

HYDERABAD         484

VISAKHAPATNAM 477

RREETTAAIILL  PPRRIICCEE `̀44..8844

`̀//110000 

CHICKEN 

RATES

Dressed/With Skin `225

Without Skin `235

Broiler at Farm `200

`̀//KKGG

(IN VIJAYAWADA)

PNS n MISSOURI

They call her, desperate, scared
and often broke. Some are
rape and domestic violence vic-
tims. Others are new mothers,
still breastfeeding infants.
Another pregnancy so soon,
they say, is something they just
can't handle.

Heart wrenching, said
Angela Huntington, an abor-
tion navigator for Planned
Parenthood in Missouri, who
is helping callers reschedule
canceled abortion appoint-
ments sometimes hundreds of
miles away from their homes
after the fall of Roe v. Wade.

The ruling has set off a
travel scramble across the
country, with a growing num-
ber of states mostly banning
the procedure. Clinics opera-
tors are moving, doctors are
counseling crying patients,
donations are pouring into
nonprofits and one group is
dispatching vans to administer

abortion pills. Some cities like
Kansas City and St. Louis also
are drafting plans to help with
the travel logistics.

Huntington has been
preparing for this moment for
months. Even before the U.S.
Supreme Court's decision last
week to end constitutional
protection for abortion, the
procedure had become difficult
to nearly impossible to obtain
in states including Texas,
Oklahoma and Missouri.

Basically," she said, they
were living in a post Roe era."

Now a fresh round of laws
are taking effect. Staff at a clin-
ic in Nashville were flooded
with calls from patients trying
to understand the new legal
landscape, after a federal court
on Tuesday allowed the state's
ban on abortion as early as six
weeks into pregnancy to take
effect.

In Arkansas, some patients
already were headed to a
Planned Parenthood clinic in

Little Rock to obtain medica-
tion-induced abortions when
the decision came down last
week. Upon arriving, they were
sent home.

I cannot believe this is hap-
pening today, they told
Huntington. Or alternatively,
they muttered, their voices
oozing with sarcasm, Of course
it's happening today.

Huntington and others try
to help move their appoint-
ments to clinics in Kansas,
Illinois and even Colorado. If
a patient is broke but has
access to a reliable car,
Huntington can offer gas cards.
She works with nonprofits to
arrange commercial flights and
lodging. In recent weeks, she
said, a group called Elevated
Access has enlisted volunteer
light aircraft pilots to transport
patients to abortion appoint-
ments, sometimes departing
from small rural airstrips.

It's been hell,'' said Dr.
Jeanne Corwin, a gynecologist

who works at a clinic in
Dayton, Ohio, where most
patients are being turned away
after new state rules took effect
banning abortions after a
heartbeat can be detected.
Many are being sent over the
border to Indiana and the
clinic's sister site in
Indianapolis, where Corwin
also works.

She said they are desperate,
including a patient in her 30s,
recently diagnosed with
advanced melanoma and in
her first trimester.

She has to end her pregnan-
cy'' so she can begin chemother-
apy, and is going to Indiana,
Corwin said, adding that
patients who are beyond
Indiana's 14-week cutoff are
being sent to Illinois or
Michigan. Time also may be
short for women diverted to
Indiana because lawmakers
there are expected to re-consid-
er the state's abortion laws at a
special session starting July 6.

PNS n CHENNAI

Noted actress Meena's hus-
band Vidyasagar passed away
following failure of the lung
and heart, and the state gov-
ernment's best efforts to facil-
itate organ transplant did not
fructify, Tamil Nadu Health
Minister Ma Subramanian said
here on Wednesday.

Vidyasagar (48) passed away
on Tuesday night and the cre-
mation was held at the Besant
Nagar crematorium here on
Wednesday.

Earlier in the day, celebrities,
including actors Rajinikanth,
Sarath Kumar, Mansoor Ali
Khan and top state govern-
ment official J Radhakrishnan,
placed wreaths and conveyed
their condolences and sympa-
thies to Meena. Several others
condoled the death on social
media, including actress
Khushbu Sundar.

Speaking to reporters,

Minister Subramanian said
Vidyasagar had lung infection
last December and at the time
was at his home on oxygen
support. Later, he was hospi-
talised and was in a hospital for
about six months for treat-
ment. Then, he encountered
heart and lung failure, the
minister said. "For about 95
days, Vidyasagar was on
Extracorporeal Membrane
Oxygenation (ECMO) life sup-
port. In February (2022), he
contracted COVID-19,"

Subramanian said. On Tuesday
night, he passed away and the
cause of death was not due to
coronavirus infection, he said.

About 15 days ago, the min-
ister said when he had visited
Vidyasagar at the hospital, he
was unconscious.

Following Chief Minister
M K Stalin's instruction and on
priority, the Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment did its best to find
suitable donor organs for him
and a request was sent to
authorities in several parts of
the country including
Maharashtra and Karnataka,
he said. "The blood has to
match and we have to get
donor organs." However, it
did not happen, Subramanian
said.

Meena began her career in
filmdom as a child with
Rajinikanth-starrer 'Muthu'
(1995) and Kamal Haasan's
'Avvai Shanmugi' (1996) were
among a host of her hit flicks.

PNS n LONDON

The UK government on
Wednesday announced a
partnership with leading
businesses in India to offer
75 fully funded scholar-
ships for Indian students to
study in the UK from
September, in celebration of
the 75th anniversary of
India's independence.

The programmes on offer
include Chevening scholar-
ships for a one-year
Master's programme, with
the opportunity to study
any subject at a UK univer-
sity.

Additionally, the British
Council in India is offering
around 18 scholarships for
women in science, tech-
nology, engineering and
mathematics (STEM) cov-
ering over 12,000 courses
across more than 150 UK
universities.

UK unveils 75
scholarships
for students

Actress Meena's husband passes
away due to heart-lung failure

Clinics scramble to divert patients

JD(S) indicates
support to Murmu
PNS n BENGALURU

Indicating his party's support
to BJP-led NDA's candidate
for presidential polls Droupadi
Murmu, JD(S) leader H D
Kumaraswamy on Wednesday
said a final decision on this
will be arrived at soon after
going through the background
of the two candidates in the
fray.

The former Karnataka chief
minister said Murmu has spo-
ken to JD(S) patriarch and for-
mer prime minister H D Deve
Gowda seeking support and
has also sought appointment
to meet him personally.

"Already she (Murmu) has
discussed with our national
president (Gowda) over phone
twice and has requested for
support. Also, she had sought
time to come and meet. I
requested our national
President that there is no need
for her to come personally in
the current situation,"
Kumaraswamy said.

Speaking to reporters here,
he said Murmu already has the
majority on her side and she
has expressed her desire to
seek Gowda's support out of
goodwill and generosity.

"She has already won...she

need not come so far...we will
decide in the party...You
(media) may have understood
by now what our decision
might be. Before taking a final
decision, we will look into the
background of both candi-
dates. There is no question of
Congress or BJP or any B-
team here," he said, adding
that he has gone through
Murmu's background and her
struggle.

Recently calling Murmu, as
a "suitable" and "non-contro-
versial" candidate, Gowda had
noted that he doesn't want to
refer her as merely a tribal can-
didate, but wants to say that
she is "competent" for the
post of President.

Battle lines have been drawn
for the July 18 presidential
election with the BJP-led NDA
naming Murmu, a tribal leader
from Odisha, as its candi-
date, while former Union min-
ister Yashwant Sinha has filed
nomination as a joint nominee
by major opposition parties,
including the Congress, the
NCP and the TMC.

Murmu, 64, had been the
Jharkhand governor and also
served as minister in the
Odisha government earlier in
her career.

TRS leader K T Rama Rao
condemns murder of tailor
PNS n HYDERABAD

Working President of the ruling
TRS in Telangana K T Rama
Rao on Wednesday expressed
shock over the brutal murder of
a tailor in Rajasthan's Udaipur
and favoured "most stringent
punishment" to the culprits.
The TRS leader said he was hor-
rified and shocked at the ghast-
ly murder. "This barbaric vio-
lence has no place in civil soci-

ety & and the most stringent
punishment should be given to
the perpetrators through fast
track court," Rama Rao, son of
Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao, tweeted. In
Udaipur, two men with a cleaver
murdered a tailor on Tuesday
and posted videos online that
said they are avenging an insult
to Islam, with the brutal killing
drawing widespread condem-
nation.

Maha govt bans use of national
award titles in names of people
PNS n MUMBAI

The Maharashtra government
has directed that titles of the
national civilian awards, such
as Bharat Ratna, Padma
Vibhushan etc, should not be
used as suffixes or prefixes by
their recipients.

A circular issued by the
state government's general
administration department

also restricted the use of the
titles of national civilian hon-
ours while instituting awards.

The national awards do not
amount to titles within the
meaning of Article 18 (1) and
they should not be used as suf-
fixes or prefixes. If this is
done, the defaulter should for-
feit the National Award con-
ferred on him or her by follow-
ing the procedure laid in

Regulation 10 of each of the
four notifications creating
these National Awards, the
circular said citing the
Supreme Court. The circular
further stated that authorities
should ensure that the above
directives of the Supreme Court
are followed strictly without
using the name of the awards at
the beginning or at the end of
the name of persons.

ABORTION BAN IN AMERICA

PNS n MUMBAI

Maharashtra BJP leader
Sudhir Mungantiwar on
Wednesday met state legis-
lature secretariat's principal
s e cre t ar y  R ajendra
Bhagwat and urged him to
ensure protection to the
rebel Shiv Sena MLAs, who
are scheduled to arrive in
the state for floor test on
June 30. Majority of the
legislators of the Shiv Sena,
which heads the Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) gov-

ernment, have been camp-
ing in Guwahati along with
some independents since
June 22. The Sena rebels
are demanding that the
party snap ties with the
NCP and Congress, allies
in the government, accus-
ing these parties of trying
to eliminate their party.

Maharashtra Governor
B S Koshyari has directed
the Uddhav Thackeray-led
government to face the
floor test at 11 am on
Thursday.

BJP demands protection
for rebel MLAs

Drones
banned ahead
of PM’s visit 
PNS n HYDERABAD

Prohibitory orders against
drones and any kind of fly-
ing machines under Section
144 Cr.P.C will be in vogue
for a radius of 5 km at the
Hyderabad International
Convention Centre at
Gachibowli in view of the
visit of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

BJP pins hopes on...
Continued from page 1

The Chief Ministers, Deputy
Chief Ministers, Union Ministers
and other important party lead-
ers belonging to the party are
going to stay across the 119
Assembly constituencies in the
state for two days from June
30th. They will stay at party lead-
ers' residences in the allotted con-
stituencies. The party's TS unit
leaders are hopeful that the
NEC and the Prime Minister's
July 3rd public meeting would
pave the way for the saffron
party to come to power in
Telangana. All eyes are on the
Prime Minister's public meeting
to be held on July 3, consider-
ing that BJP TS leaders have
gone on record that it would be
a 'turning point' for politics in
Telangana. The BJP Telangana
unit has been making all-out
efforts to attract 10 lakh people
for the public meeting, drawing
at least 10,000 people from
each constituency.  Telangana
BJP vice-president NVSS
Prabhakar told The Pioneer:
"The Prime Minister's public
meeting would definitely give
muscle to the State BJP. The

Prime Minister's speech would
certainly change Telangana pol-
itics as he will give a political
speech. The NEC meetings'
resolutions should be in favor of
Telangana BJP. People are
already looking for alternative to
the TRS party rule and they are
seeing that alternative in BJP as
they are opposing TRS' family
rule, betrayal attitude, corrup-
tion, red-tapism, and nepotism
of the TRS government. People
are thinking that time has come
for effecting change. The Prime
Minister's meeting would cer-
tainly provide a way for the peo-
ple to expect change". BJP OBC
Morcha national president Dr K
Laxman said that they had
named the Prime Minister's
public meeting venue as 'Vijay
Sankalp', since people would

extend their support to the BJP,
which is waging a war against
the family rule, corruption, and
to ensure that justice prevails
over injustice. The party would
be conducting 16 meetings sep-
arately with 16 major commu-
nities living in Hyderabad. The

police are making elaborate
security arrangements for the
sake of the Prime Minister,
who will arrive on July 2nd by
a special flight at Begumpet air-
port and go directly to HICC
Novotel, where the NEC would
be held.

DECISION  ON  PM’S  STAY  IN  HYDERABAD...

Continued from page 1

Deployment of snipers, anti-sabotage checks and roof top watch are
being set up at the respective locations.
“Out of the 5000 personnel deployed, 1000 will be looking after the
internal security arrangements at the location where the PM will be
residing and the remaining 4000 will be used for external security like
clearing up the route to be taken by PM for his travel while
coordinating with the Special Protection Group (SPG).” said a senior
police official.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will be attending the BJP’s National
Executive Committee Meeting at HICC Novotel on July 2 and address
a public meeting at Parade Grounds on July 3. The July 2 event
comes under the Cyberabad Commissionerate and the later day event
under the Hyderabad Commissionerate limits.

Continued from page 1

The BJP leadership is confident that in Telangana
the party would come to power in the forthcoming
Assembly elections. TRS supremo and Chief
Minister K Chandrasekhar Rao is inclined to take a
plunge into national politics. KCR has started anti-

BJP campaign at the national level. He is planning
to launch a national party. 
Both the parties have come up with slogans,
keeping their respective objectives in mind.  As the
BJP has targeted CM KCR, the TRS has targeted
PM Modi. 
The BJP Telangana unit leaders have put up in front
of their office a big board against KCR and have
launched a website in the name of 'saalu dora-
selavu dora'.

War of slogans...

Uddhav quits as Maha CM...
Continued from page 1

He said security has been
tightened in Mumbai and Shiv
Sainiks have been detained.
Congress and NCP did not
oppose his decision to rename
Aurangabad as Sambhajinagar
in the last cabinet meeting,
held in the evening, Thackeray
said. He also thanked Congress
president Sonia Gandhi and
NCP chief Sharad Pawar for
their cooperation and support
while running the MVA gov-
ernment.

"Congress leader Ashok
Chavan told me that if the
rebels want, Congress would

get out of the government and
extend outside support. Those
who were expected to ditch
me, stood by me while my own
left me," he said.

Referring to the rebels, he
said, "What were your prob-
lems? Instead of going to Surat
and Guwahati, you could have
come to me directly and
expressed your views. " Shiv
Sena is a party of common
man and has faced several
challenges successfully,
Uddhav Thackeray said,
adding he would rebuild the
party.

"I thank Shiv Sainiks for
standing by me. Those who

grew politically because of
Shiv Sena were disgruntled,
while those who did not get
anything were loyal," he said.

Earlier, vacation bench of
Justices Surya Kant and J B
Pardiwala of the Supreme
Court said it was "not staying
the floor test as convened by
the Governor" but "tomor-
row's proceeding will depend
on the final outcome of this
petition.' The Shiv Sena had
challenged before the apex
court Maharashtra Governor
Bhagat Singh Koshyari's order
to the Assembly secretary to
schedule a floor test on
Thursday morning.

NIA investigates...
Continued from page 1

The Centre and the state
government have termed the
Udaipur murder as a terror
incident.

The Union Home Ministry
tweeted Wednesday that it
has directed the NIA to take
over the investigation. "The
involvement of any organisa-
tion and international links
will be thoroughly investi-
gated, it said.

The autopsy report showed
26 injury marks, including
those caused by a sharp-edged
weapon, on the tailor's body,
police sources said.

Curfew imposed in seven
police station areas in Udaipur
continued in the morning but
police allowed Kanhaiya Lal's
funeral procession under a
strict watch. People joined
on motorcycles and in cars
joined along the way to the
Ashok Nagar cremation

ground.
They shouted slogans like

'Bharat Mata ki Jai' and
'Kanhaiya Hum Sharminda
Hain Tere Katil Jinda Hain'
(Kanhaiya, we are ashamed
your killers are alive).

NO  IMPUNITY  FOR...

Continued from page 1

In response to the incident,
Aakar Patel, chair of board of
Amnesty International India,
said that Amnesty International
strongly condemns the horrific
killing of Kanhaiya Lal and the
Indian authorities must ensure
a prompt, thorough,
independent, impartial,
transparent and effective
investigation into the killing,
and bring those suspected to be
responsible to justice in fair
trials and without resorting to
the death penalty.

‘Ensure random RT-PCR...
Continued from page 1

Bhushan asked them to
i mpl e m e nt  t he  re v i s e d
strategy which focuses on
early detection and timely
management of suspected
and confirmed cases, and
the containment of out-
breaks of new coronavirus
variants.

Bhushan said the June 9
strategy was issued with the
long-term vision to fully inte-

grate COVID-19 surveillance
within existing Integrated
Disease Surveillance
Programme (IDSP) mecha-
nism.

Summarising the actions
that states need to take,
Bhushan said they should
ensure "Surveillance of
Incoming International
Travelers which will include
random screening of 2 per cent
of passengers in each incom-
ing flight into India by RT-

PCR". He asked them that all
positive specimens should be
sent for genome sequencing
and such passengers should be
advised isolation and clinical-
ly managers as per prevailing
guidelines.

He also said all healthcare
facilities should report
Influenza Like Illness (ILI)
cases, and mentioned that the
District Surveillance Officer
(DSO) will be responsible to
analyse the data.

Konda to...
Continued from page 1

Konda will join BJP in the
presence of JP Nadda.

It may be mentioned here
there has been talk of Konda
joining BJP for the last one
year. He had distributed pam-
phlets during the Huzurabad
by-poll in favor of BJP can-
didate Eatala Rajender, lend-
ing credence to it. 

Konda Vishweshwar
Reddy had joined TRS party
in 2013 at the behest of Chief
Minister K Chandrasekhar
Rao. He left the TRS party in
2018 and joined the Congress
party. However, Konda later
quit the Congress party.

COVID cases on...
Continued from page 1

"On COVID-19, driven by
BA.4 and BA.5 in many
places, cases are on the rise
in 110 countries, causing
overal l  g lobal  cases to
increase by 20 per cent and
deaths have risen in three of
the six WHO regions even as
the global figure remains
relat ively stable,  WHO
Director General Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus said.

He said the pandemic is
changing but it's not over. We
have made progress but it's
not over.

Ghebreyesus said the abil-
ity to track the virus is under
threat" as reporting and
genomic sequences are
declining, making it harder
to track Omicron and
analyse future emerging vari-
ants.

The WHO chief  a lso
voiced concern over the slow
pace of vaccination in lower-

income countries, making
the at-risk population in
those areas more vulnerable
to future waves of the virus.

We're close to the mid-
point of the year, which is the
point at which WHO had
called on all countries to
vaccinate at least 70% of
their population, he said,
adding that in the past 18
months, more than 12 billion
vaccines have been distrib-
uted around the world and
75 per cent of the world's
health workers and over-60s
are now vaccinated.

The Lancet estimates that
20 million lives have been
saved because of vaccines.

On the flip side, hundreds
of millions of people, includ-
ing tens of millions of health
workers and older people in
lower-income countries
remain unvaccinated, which
means they are more vulner-
able to future waves of the
virus, he said.

BJP leaders to reach out
to cadre in Telangana
PNS n HYDERABAD

Ahead of BJP's national exec-
utive meetings scheduled to be
held here on July 2 and 3, the
party is deploying its leaders
coming from other states to
reach out to local cadres and
the people across various
assembly constituencies in
Telangana. The process would
begin on Thursday and the vis-
iting leaders would interact
with local cadre and people,

and invite them for the massive
public meeting scheduled to be
held in the city on July 3, BJP
sources here said on
Wednesday. The visiting lead-
ers are also likely to take inputs
from local party activists on
relevant issues, they said.

These visits are expected to
infuse confidence among cadre
and the people about the party,
the sources said.

The BJP is aiming to emerge
as the alternative to the ruling

TRS in Telangana in the assem-
bly elections to be held towards
the end of 2023. The party is
making massive arrangements
for the national executive
meetings to be held in the city
on July 2 and 3 and the public
meeting to be addressed by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on July 3. BJP General
Secretary Tarun Chugh, in-
charge of party affairs in
Telangana, on Wednesday vis-
ited the Parade Ground at

Secunderabad to inspect the
venue. As part of the arrange-
ments, the BJP has put up ban-
ners and cutouts at various
places in the city. The BJP had
earlier installed a digital hoard-
ing at the party's state office,
saying 'Bye Bye KCR'. BJP
sources claimed that the
Greater Hyderabad Municipal
Corporation (GHMC)
imposed a fine for certain
alleged violation of rules with
regard to the hoardings.

MAHA FLOOR TEST
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The Telangana State Road
Transport Corporation is
making available technology
for the fast delivery of goods
to the general public through
cargo services at affordable
prices. 

It has also announced that
home delivery services will be
launched soon for the conve-
nience of the public. The two-
year cargo revenue has been
recorded at Rs 123.45 crore
after launching the services
across the state of Telangana.

The second year saw better
customer service compared
to the first year. The TSRTC is
always trying something new
in the form of cargo to better
serve the needs of the cus-
tomers. About 79.02 lakh cus-
tomers booked RTC cargo
parcels across the state in two
years. RTC cargo delivers
seeds, fertilizers, curry leaves,
grain, ration to Anganwadi

Centres and schools and a
wide range of services to farm-
ers. It provides courier services
along with freight forwarding
facility. 

All the people of the state
should support the RTC and
avail the services of the com-
pany. TSRTC will expand its
cargo services to Andhra
Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Karnataka and other states as
well, said Telangana State RTC
Chairman, Nizamabad rural
constituency MLA, Bajireddy

Govardhan.There are 455
TSRTC Cargo Parcel Centres
across the state. In addition,
177 cargo buses are in service.
RTC, the largest public trans-
port system in the state, is
moving in new directions to
offset its losses. It aims to pro-
vide the required equipment to
the people without relying
solely on parcels and couriers.
Through Medaram services,
the RTC has increased its
cargo services by Rs 23.30
lakh.

PNS n HYDERABAD

TRS MLC K Kavitha will be
attending the American
Telugu Association's (ATA)
17th Convention and Youth
Conference which is to be
held at Walter E Convention
Centre from July 1-3 in
Washington DC, USA.

A release from her office
said the former Lok Sabha
member would inaugurate
the Telangana pavilion on
July 2 and participate in the
prime meet organised by
ATA representatives in
Washington DC.

She would inaugurate a
book on Bathukamma, a
Telangana cultural festival,
at the venue, the release
said.

Kavitha-led cultural
organisation Telangana
Jagruthi scripted history
with the screening of
Bathukamma at  Burj
Khalifa, a skyscraper in
Dubai, last year, it added.

TRS MLC Kavitha to
open Telangana pavilion
at  Telugu Association
meet in USA

PNS n HYDERABAD

The Degree Online Services,
Telangana (DOST)-2022 noti-
fication has been released for
admission to the UG courses
offered by the degree colleges. 

The registration will begin
from July 1 and a new feature
of face authentication has been
iintroduced.  The registration
fee is Rs 200. Students can
download the T-App Folio
mobile application which con-
tains the DOST ID generation
service. Students have to enter
details such as hall ticket num-
ber of TSBIE and date of birth.  

On verification of the data
details, (candidate's name,
father's name, mother's name,

gender and candidate's photo-
graph), they would be referred
to the TS App Folio application.
On successful authentication of
a photograph with the photo-
graph available in TSBIE ser-
vice, DOST Reference ID is
generated.  Students get an
SMS of the DOST Reference
ID.

It is offering single window
(DOST website
https://dost.cgg.gov.in) for
seeking admission to any of the
Undergraduate Programmes
in any of the State universities
(Osmania, Kakatiya, Telangana,
Palamuru, Mahatma Gandhi,
Sathavahana and Mahila
Vishwa Vidyalayam (Women's
University) and TSBTET.

The process of admission is
simple. It is student-friendly
and the candidate must regis-
ter himself or herself by visit-
ing the website and logging in
with the Intermediate hall-
ticket number.

The other ways include, If a

student has already linked
Aadhaar number with the
mobile number, he or she can
directly register in the DOST
website with mobile OTP
authentication. In case, his or
her Aadhaar number is not
seeded with mobile number,

the student has to link the par-
ent's mobile number with the
student's Aadhaar number.

The student can visit
MeeSeva Centre for Biometric
A u t h e n t i c a t i o n
(Fingerprint/Iris/Face Auth)
and registration in DOST.The
students who are allotted to
private colleges and are eligible
for ePass fee reimbursement
need to pay an amount of Rs
500 for online self-reporting.

The students who are allot-
ted to Government or
University Colleges or Private
Colleges and are not eligible for
ePass college fee reimburse-
ment and need to pay an
amount of Rs 1000 for online
self-reporting.  

The students also have a
GPS location display for letting
them know how far their insti-
tution is.  The Dost web is also
on Facebook , Twitter and
YouTube Channel for helping
students clear their doubts.

Regarding the closure of col-
leges which registers zero
admissions, Chairman of the
Telangana State Council of
Higher Education (TSCHE),
Prof R Limbadri, said, "Last
year there were 56 such colleges
and this year we will know
shortly but letters have been
sent to University and this
rule will be implemented.  The
students who opt for such col-
leges will be intimated and
seats will be revisited. 

PNS n HYDERABAD

People in many parts of the
city are suffering due toover-
flowing drainage. They are
facing trouble with the con-
stant stench emanating as
drainage overflows on many
roads. Citizens say the issues
are unattended by authorities
despite lodging complaints.
Concerns have been raised
that drainage water leakage
problem is becoming more
common due to heavy rains in
the city.

People in Hyderabad are
worried about the overflowing
of drainage water amid heavy
rains in parts of Masab Tank,
Madhapur, Banjara Hills,
Kondapur, Jubilee Hills,
Bholakpur, Saroornagar,
Begumpet, Khairatabad,
Secunderabad and several
other places. They expressed
concern that the continuous
flow of drainages is causing
mosquito infestation. 

As drainage issues are large-
ly ignored, citizens are now
raising concern and com-
plaints about the problem to
Hyderabad Metropolitan
Water Supply and Sewerage

Board (HMWSSB) officials
both online and offline. "We
have been having serious
problems with drainage leak-
age for the last three months.
Many shopkeepers, travelers
and pedestrians could not
stand on the road as the
drainage overflowed. Shops,
hotels and other businesses
have been hit hard but they
have been overlooked over the
past few months. As the num-
ber of complaints from the
area increased, HMWSSB
officials responded and began

work," said Rajeshwar, resi-
dent of Banjara Hills Road
No.10. 

Meanwhile, citizens of
Hayathnagar said that the
drainage in front of their
apartments near Sathya
Lakeview was overflowing
every 15 to 20 days due to
blockage of pipes while laying
VDCC road in front of their
apartment. They complained
that the issue should be
resolved quickly as it was
leading to problems.

Similarly, the residents of
the colonies could not walk
due to the continuous flow of
drainage water in the Kavuri
Hills of Madhapur and other
places. The Pioneer
Correspondent found that
residents of many parts of the
city have been suffering due to
excessive drainage problems
for more than two weeks and
have been lodging complaints
on the Twitter.

However, HMWSSB offi-
cials responded to the issue by
saying that all the drainage
problems in the city will be
resolved soon without causing
any inconvenience to the pub-
lic. 

Drainage overflow gets worse
in city; complaints unanswered

TSRTC earns Rs 123.45 cr
through cargo services

A rare 1,500-yr-old sculpture found in Cheriyal
PNS n HYDERABAD

A rare Nagnakabandha (nude)
sculpture of a Goddess was
found in Cheriyal mandal in
Siddipet by a farmer
Venkataramanagari recently,
while he was digging his farm
field.

The farmer intimated the
Telangana Charitra Brundam
group that he found the sculp-
ture. Convenor of the group,
Sriramoju Haragopal, said, "It
is a 1,500-year-old sculpture.
We named it as
Nagnakabandha, Lajja Gauri,
which means that the sculpture
was that of a nude which was
five-inch-tall and nine-inch-
wide.The large female sculp-
ture was unusually seated on
two legs. The sculpture on the
rock on the right was not
clearly visible. This mother
Goddess is known as
Nagnakabandha, Aditi, Lajja
Gauri and Uttanapada."There
are many sculptures in our
country and abroad that are
worshipped as fertility god-
desses. It is a historical fact that
this mother goddess has been
worshiped in our country since
the time of Indus Valley civil-

isation. The custom of wor-
shiping these sculptures dates
back to the first century to
fourth century. It is said that
there would have been more
such sculptures during this
period. 

The Chalukyan queen
Mahadevi is worshipped in the
nude at Alampuram, which is
dedicated to marital happiness
and health. There is a Lajja
Gauri sculpture in the
Archaeological Museum in
Badami. Also in the grand
coalition, a fourth century
sculpture of a mother goddess
has been found at Kesar. A first
century nude idol was also
found at Singaraya.

The family which has found
this sculpture began worship-
ping it and the process of
returning it to the archeology
department was not in their
mind as they felt the goddess
has arrived for the goodwill of
the family. 

PNS n HYDERABAD

Hyderabad City Police and the
Hyderabad Narcotics
Enforcement Wing (H-NEW)
arrested five foreign nationals
for staying illegally in
Hyderabad without any valid
visa or passport. They were
deported on Wednesday
evening.Out of the five persons,
three are from Nigeria and the
remaining two are from Ivory
Coast, a country in West Africa.
After arresting them, the
Hyderabad police forwarded a
requisition to the Foreigners
Regional Registration Office
(FRRO) in Hyderabad asking
for their deportation. After
that, temporary travel docu-
ments were collected from
their respective embassies in
Delhi.City Police
Commissioner CV Anand in a
press meet said, "After collect-
ing their temporary travel doc-
uments, we had to buy air tick-
ets for their return. A few who
had the money paid for their
ticket and for those who did-
n't, we purchased it for them.

5 foreigners
deported

PNS n HYDERABAD

Hyderabad Traffic police
issued an advisory to motorists
in view of Jagadamba
Mahankali Golconda Bonalu
celebrations. The traffic restric-
tions will be in place from 8 am
to 11 pm as large-scale devo-
tees are expected to attend the
celebrations from all over the
city and surrounding villages
between June 30 and July 27 for
Bonalu celebrations. 

Joint Commissioner of
Hyderabad Traffic Police said
that the commuters using
roads from Ramdevguda to
Golconda Fort via Makkai
Darwaza, Langar Houz to
Golconda Fort via Fathe
Darwaza, Shikpet Nala, Seven
Tombs to Golconda Fort (via)
Banjara Darwaza are advised
to take alternate routes in
order to avoid inconvenience
on the dates mentioned from
8 am to 11 pm.  The devotees
are requested to park their
vehicles at designated parking
places only and maintain
queue at parking places and the
commuters are also requested
to take alternative routes to
reach their destinations to
avoid traffic congestion. 

Traffic advisory
for Golconda
Bonalu

PNS n HYDERABAD

As economic stability provides
homebuyers with more confi-
dence in their financial state,
residential demand has picked
up across the top eight cities,
with both housing sales and
new supply registering positive
growth in the quarter ending
April-June 2022.

A quarterly analysis of
India's top eight residential
markets by REA backed
PropTiger.com, the recent
spike in property prices has
had little impact on homebuy-
er sentiment as outlook
towards overall economic sce-
nario and income stability
improved in the post-coron-
avirus pandemic phase.

The markets covered in the
report of Real Insight
Residential, include
Ahmedabad, Bengaluru,
Chennai, Hyderabad, Kolkata,
Mumbai Metropolitan Region,

Delhi-National Capital Region
and Pune.

"Though the RBI increased
the repo rate twice during the
quarter to bring it to 4.90%,
home loans remained largely
affordable for the period
analysed. The biggest booster
to housing demand has been
the increased importance of
owning a property which has

been further backed by the
consumer confidence in the
overall economic scenario and
impending income stability,"
said Vikas Wadhawan, Group
CFO, Housing.com,
PropTiger.com &
Makaan.com.

The housing sales during
the quarter ending June 30,
2022 registered a sequential 5
per cent uptick when com-

pared to the previous quarter
(Q1 CY2022). According to the
report, 74,330 units were sold
across the top eight in Q2-2022
as compared to 70,620 units
sold in Q1-2022. 

The sharpest sequential
increase in sales was witnessed
in end-user driven markets of
Ahmedabad at 30 per cent and
Hyderabad, at 21 per cent,
respectively. 

Hyderabad in top 2 cities with
highest housing sales growth 

400-year-old temple well in
Zaheerabad to be restored
PNS n HYDERABAD

The 400-year-old well at the
Tulja Bhavani temple in
Zaheerabad will be complete-
ly restored as part of pro-
gramme to restore historic
wells across the state.

The historic well at Tulja
Bhavani temple is situated in
Khanjamalapur, which is a
small village hamlet in
Zaheerabad in Medak dis-
trict. The well, which had
been neglected for decades,
has now come to life with the
initiative of the Telangana
government. 

Founder of the Rainwater

Project, Kalpana Ramesh,
requested Mr Arvind Kumar
to restore the historic well
through the social media.

"Tulja Bhavani temple in
Zaheerabad, is the most pow-
erful Goddess that Chatrapati
Shivaji believed in taking her
blessings before he set out for
war. The well is 400-year-old.
Telangana is surely a treasure
trove for heritage wells, said
Kalpana Ramesh. 

It may be mentioned that
the Rainwater Project has
restored at least six wells in
and around Hyderabad in
collaboration with NGOs and
private donors. 

Second sharpest sequential increase in sales was witnessed in end-
user driven market of Hyderabad at 21 per cent

Growth in new

supply

superseded

sales numbers,

registering a

quarter-on-

quarter growth

of 13 per cent in

the region
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Sleuths of Hyderabad Narcotic
Enforcement Wing (H-NEW)
arrested four foreign nationals
for overstaying and being
involving in drug peddling. 

Their overstay has also been
notified to the Foreign
Regional Registration Office
(FRRO) and they have suggest-
ed the police to initiate legal
proceedings against them. The
police also seized 110 grams of
Methamphetamine, 20 grams
of Cocaine and 5 mobile
phones, all worth Rs 13 lakh.
A case under Section 14 of
Foreigners Act and Section 2
of the Passport Act has been
registered at the Banjara Hills
police station.

The police have identified
six accused of whom four have
been caught and two are
absconding. The accused
belong to Nigeria, Tanzania
and Yemen, all of whom are
residing illegally in Hyderabad.

According to the police, the
accused frequently visited
Bangalore and procured drugs

like Meth and Cocaine at Rs
5000-6000 per gram and sell it
at Rs 10,000 per gram in
Hyderabad. As of now, 23
consumers have also been
identified and the police will
soon start taking action against
them, said City Police
Commissioner CV Anand.

The seized material has been
handed over to SHO, Banjara
Hills police station for further
investigation.The arrests were
made under the supervision of
Chakravarthy Gummi, DCP
H-NEW, P Rajesh, Inspector
Mohd Hafeez Uddin, Inspector
Banjara Hills PS and the team
from H-NEW and Banjara
Hills police station.

4 foreigners held for drug peddling,  meth
and cocaine worth Rs 13 lakh seized
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PNS n HYDERABAD

As many as 698 Senior
Resident Doctors (SRDs)
working at 28 government
hospitals across the state went
on a strike on Wednesday
over non-payment of salaries.

Senior Resident Doctors
from Sarojini Devi Eye
Hospital protested outside the
hospital on Wednesday saying
that they have not been paid
salaries since the last eight
months. 

"We joined the hospital in
November 2021 as senior res-
idents. Since then we have not
been paid our salaries. If the
government cannot pay our
salaries, they should terminate

our services and send us off by
paying our pending salary.
They are not doing that as
well. They want our services
for free. 

We have our families to
feed. That is why we are boy-
cotting the in-patient and out-
patient services from today
and we will also boycott emer-
gency services from July 1
until our problem is solved,"
said a senior resident doctor.

Moreover, the doctors say
that the government has not
paid their stipend for the ser-
vices they provided during the
Covid period. Senior resi-
dents have informed that they
have notified the government
about boycotting services.

Docs continue strike
Senior Resident Doctors continued their strike on Wednesday over non-payment
of their salaries

Officials of the Telangana State Council for Higher Education interact in Hyderabad
on Wednesday 

PNS n HYDERABAD

Rachakonda Police
Commissionerate auctioned
531 abandoned vehicles and
handed over Rs 43 lakh to the
finance department.  

It is a six months process of
leaving vehicles for the owners
to claim and all the vehicles
which were neglected had been
arranged for auction. The police
also waited for extra time to
return the two-wheelers which
were collected from no-parking
zones, some left at crime scenes
and a few caught in drunk-and-
drive cases. If people claim
they are asked to submit doc-
uments and after scrutiny the
vehicles are returned. In the
auction also original owners

come and take their vehicles.
"On Wednesday the auction

of abandoned vehicles under
Rachakonda Police
Commissionerate was held at
Car Headquarters, Amberpet
parade grounds. Information
has been given to the public in
newspapers regarding the auc-
tion and citizens participated
actively in the auction.During
the auction, 531 abandoned
vehicles which are road worthy,
including three-wheeler vehi-
cles were made available to the
participants. All the vehicles
were placed in the auction as
per Section 39(b), R/w Act 7 of
Cyberabad / Rachakonda and
Section 40 and 41, Hyderabad
City  Police Act 1348F," said
Addl DCP Shameer.

531 abandoned vehicles auctioned

The Chalukyan
queen Mahadevi is
worshipped in the
nude at
Alampuram, which
is dedicated to
marital happiness
and health.

PNS n HYDERABAD

Greater Hyderabad Municipal
Corporation officials said that
nala work has been undertak-
en at a cost of Rs 1,000 crore
and 15 works will be complet-
ed soon and made available to
the public. 

GHMC Mayor Gadwal
Vijayalakshmi on Wednesday
inspected the construction
work of a one-sided bridge over
the picket nala near Karachi
Bakery in Secunderabad.
Meanwhile, the Mayor said
the construction of a one-
sided bridge over the picket
nala at Rasoolpura has been
completed and will be made
available to the public after 15
days of water curing.Apart
from that, nala undertaken in
LB Nagar, Kukatpally and
Serilingampally zone will be
ready soon.In the wake of
rains, warning boards have
been set up in 363 troubled
areas, as well as mobile and
mini mobile monsoon emer-
gency teams have been
deployed for flood prevention.

15 nala works to
be completed
soon in city

DOST-2022 notification out: New authentication features added
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PNS n HYDERABAD

All India Congress Committee
(AICC) spokesperson Dasoju
Sravan on Wednesday
demanded that Chief Minister
K Chandrashekar Rao imme-
diately ban online loan apps.
Sravan said the organisers of
online loan apps have been
inflicting unbearable
harassment on gullible
people and even resorting
to illegal practices. 

In a letter addressed to
Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao on
Wednesday, the AICC
spokesperson urged the latter
to constitute a special task
force within the police depart-
ment and order a crackdown
on the online loan app organ-
isers. 

'You are well aware that a
dreaded and elongated Covid-
19 pandemic has played havoc
with people's lives in all

spheres, including financially.
Besides, declining economic
growth, layoffs, rising inflation,
lack of new job and entrepre-
neurial opportunities have
pushed people into severe
financial stress. During these

troubled times, the tra-
ditional banking

system, which
needs to support
the common
people, has com-

pletely failed. As a
result, many people

have approached
online loan apps for loans to
attend to emergencies and dif-
ficult times, not knowing that
they are getting into a murky
web of harassment, fleecing
and cheating. Though these
online apps offer loans at high-
er interest rates and charge
exorbitant amounts in the
name of processing fee, late fee
and on other pretexts, people
are forced to approach these

loan apps as they are complete-
ly let down by traditional
banks, which turns a blind eye
to the poor and middle-class
borrowers, said Sravan,
explaining the backdrop in
which these online loan apps
are thriving.He further said the
organisers had been forcibly
collecting interests at the rate
of 30 to 200 per cent. Most of
the these organisations were
devoid of valid registration,
and they were resorting to
immortal practices, he
observed. The organisers were
sharing the photographs and
details of the borrowers with
the latter are friends and rela-
tives in a bid to 'shame' them.
He recalled that several people,
including entrepreneurs, IT
professionals, had committed
suicide unable to bear the
harassment. Under such cir-
cumstances, it was necessary to
impose ban on the online loan
app and clamp down on them.

Dasoju demands ban on online loan
apps, crackdown on organisers

Collector felicitates KGBV students, special officers, DEO
PNS n NAGARKURNOOL

Students of nine Kasturga
Gandhi Balika Vidyalyas in the
district who came out with fly-
ing colours in Intermediate
examinations were felicitated
by District Collector P Uday
Kumar at a simple function
held at the District
Collectorate here on
Wednesday. 

The girls, along with their
parents and school authorities,
called on the District Collector
who arranged for the felicita-
tion of the meritorious girls. 

Those felicitated were B
Jyoti of KGBV at Kollapur,
who secured 461 out of 470
marks, K Bhumika of
Veldanda KGBV secured 425
out of 440 marks, G Gayatri of
Telakapalli KGBV who got
485 out of 500 and M Kavita
of Bijinapalli KGBV got 475
out of 500 marks in CEC
group  -- all first Intermediate
students. Similarly, R Akhila
(KGBVat Naganool) secured
951 out of 1000 marks in
MPC group, while G Swati
(KGBV at Naganool) got 951

out of 1000 in BPC,  G Swea
of (Telakapalli KGBV) got 930
out of 1000 marks in MPHW
group and Manisha of the
same school secured 859
marks out of 1000 in CEC
group. The Collector asked the
parents to encourage the stu-
dents to pursue higher studies.
He described the KGBV at
Amrabad achieving 100 per

cent results as a welcome
development. He appreciated
the efforts of special officers
and teachers of the KGBV for
the success of the students. He
told them that he would be vis-
iting the KGBVs to congratu-
late them.  

Also, the Collector felicitat-
ed the special officers who are
responsible for making the

KGBV at Bijinapalli, Lingala
and Amrabad achieve 100 per
cent results. 

He also felicitated the DEO
Govindarajulu and special offi-
cer of KGBV Surya Chaitanya
for the wonderful results in the
KGBVs and wished them that
they should continue to
achieve good results in future
too.

Nagarkurnool Collector P Uday Kumar with KGBV students in Nagarkurnool on Wednesday

K VENKATESHWARLU

n HYDERABAD

Telangana Congress Affairs
in-charge Manickam Tagore
has given a shocker to the
Telangana Pradesh Congress
Committee (TPCC) star cam-
paigner and Bhongir Lok
Sabha member Komatireddy
Venkat Reddy by finding fault
with the latter for inducting
Vaddepalli Ravi into the
Congress party.

It is learnt that Tagore has
conveyed the message to
Congress leader from
Thungathurthy Addanki
Dayakar, who lost the elections
twice, that the induction of
Ravi into the party was
'invalid.' Tagore pointed out
that the TPCC was kept in the
dark as far as induction of Ravi
into the party and hence it was
'invalid.' The AICC's recogni-
tion of the induction was nec-
essary, he made it clear.

Venkata Reddy inducted
Ravi, who came from TRS, into
the Congress in retaliation to
TPCC president A Revanth
Reddy 'stealthily' inviting peo-
ple from other parties into the
Congress.   

It may be recalled that Ravi
joined the Congress party in

presence of Venkat Reddy on
June 26 at the latter's residence.
After joining the Congress
party, Ravi went to Revanth
Reddy's residence. 

Revanth Reddy, however,
did not meet Ravi. Moreover,
Revanth Reddy conveyed a
message to Vaddepalli Ravi
through his followers that he
would meet him later.

Meanwhile, Dayakar lodged
a complaint with  Revanth
Reddy and Manickam Tagore
that the party had suspended
Ravi from the party for six
years for contesting as he con-
tested as a Congress rebel can-
didate in 2018 elections.
Dayakar also alleged in his
complaint that he had lost
election because of  Ravi's

anti-party activities. 
Close on the heels of

Dayakar's complaint, Tagore
made call to the former in
regard to induction of Ravi
into the party. 

Manickam Tagore delivers
‘shocker’ to Komatireddy 
The Telangana Congress Affairs in-charge declared that the
induction of  Vaddepalli Ravi into the party as ‘invalid’
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PNS n MAHABUBNAGAR

A mega job-mela with the par-
ticipation of over 60 employ-
ers will be held here on July 3
for the benefit of the unem-
ployed with an earning poten-
tial of Rs 1.80 lakh to Rs 10
lakh per annum, according to
Minister for Excise V Srinivas
Goud.

He directed the District
Collector S Venkata Rao to
make suitable arrangements to
hold the mela at ZP grounds
in the town.  The mela would
begin at 9 am on July 3. The
district authorities should pro-
vide drinking water, tents and

other amenities. 
Reviewing arrangements

with officials here on
Wednesday, he released a wall
poster pertaining to the mela.
Anyone from class 7 to post-
graduates in engineering,
pharmacy and management
can get jobs. The job aspirants
should attend the mela along
with original certificates and
should bring photo copies of
the originals with them.  

He asked the district
authorities to give a wide pub-
licity to the mela in villages
through SHGs. He directed
the DMHO to deploy to med-
ical team at the venue. 

Mega job mela to be held
in Mahabubnagar on July 3 

Mahabubnagar Collector S Venkata Rao along with officials unveiling wall
posters on mega job mela, in Mahabubnagar on Wednesday

PNS n HYDERABAD

Ahead of the BJP national
executive committee (NEC)
meeting, which will be held
on July 2 and 3, the Telangana
government delivered a big
shock to the BJP MLA from
Huzurabad on Wednesday by
distributing the lands, which
were allegedly encroached by
Jamuna Hatcheries, to farm-
ers.

Medak Lok Sabha member
Kotha Prabhakar Reddy and
MLA Ch Madhan Reddy dis-
tributed pattas to farmers
who claimed that their lands

were grabbed by Jamuna
Hatcheries. 

It may be recalled that the
officials, who conducted a
survey twice, declared that the
85.19 acres of land belonging
to 65 farmers in Acchampet
and Hakimpet villages under
Masaipet mandal were being
encroached upon by the
Jamuna Hatcheries.  The 84
acres of land is located in sur-
vey numbers 77, 78, 79, 80, 81,
82, 130 in Achampet village
and 19 guntas land is in
Sur vey number 97 in
Hakimpet village. 

The farmers and

Acchampet Sarpanch's hus-
band, along with Kotha
Prabhabhakar Reddy, arrived
at the village and broke the
locks of the hatcheries. The
Masaipet Tahsildar, Malathi,
and Kotha Prabhakar Reddy
handed over the 'panchanama'
copy to the Hakimpet villager
Shyamala, who said that her
land was grabbed by Jamuna
Hatcheries. They also distrib-
uted the pattas to the farmers.

The distribution of land
pattas to the farmers has
caused embarrassment to the
Telangana BJP as it has hap-
pened much before their NEC

meetings to be held on July 2
and 3. It may be an embarrass-
ing situation for the BJP, par-
ticularly Eatala Rajender.

While speaking on the
occasion, Prabhakar Reddy
stated that they were giving
pattas to restore the land
grabbed by Eatala Rajender to
the farmers. The TRS leaders
vowed do justice to every
farmer. They said they would
take a decision in regard to
sheds constructed by Jamuna
Hatcheries. 

The farmers are jubilant as
they got back their lands, the
leaders said. 

Etala's ‘grabbed’ land restored to farmers in Medak dist
TRS Lok Sabha member Kotha Prabhkar Reddy and MLA Ch Madhan Reddy distributed pattas to landowners

TRS MP Kotha Prabhkar Reddy and TRS leaders at Atchampet village in Medak
district on Wednesday  

PNS n WARANGAL

City Police Commissioner
Tarun Joshi has asked police
officials to keep tabs on move-
ments of the jailbirds and
issued directions on how to
resolve the pending grave
cases and laid emphasis on
effectively implementing vis-
ible policing. 

Addressing a monthly
crime meeting with east zone
police officials of the east
zone of the police commis-
sionerate here on Wednesday,
he sought information about
the progress of cracking the
pending cases from SHOs,
circle inspectors and ACPs. He
also reviewed the style of
working of the officials and
police personnel.

He wanted the every SHO
should implement standard
operating procedures to solve
the cases filed with the police
station. As it would be very
easy for them to resolve the
cases if they follow the proce-
dures. 

The police officials should
speed up investigation of the
pending grave cases, constitute
special teams to nab the crim-
inals and gather necessary
evidence to prove the cases
and submit the same to court.

Therefore, the investigation
officers should technical evi-
dence besides their skills in
the investigation. 

As part of the visible polic-
ing, patrolling should be con-
ducted extensively under the

limits of each police station.
The rural police station per-
sonnel should compulsorily
visit each and every village
under the station limits. 

Awareness programmes on
adverse impact of ganja, ID
arrack, gutka, gambling
should be conducted under
the police statin limits and
important cross sections and
in educational institutions
under the police station lim-
its. 

Each and every police sta-
tion should take steps to install
CCTV cameras at vantage
points with the help of public
support by creating neces-
sary awareness among the
people.  

He asked the police to
encourage the youth to take
part in the police recruitment
board to be held soon. 

East Zone DCP Venkata
Lakshmi, ACPs Sampat Rao,
Naresh Kumar, Sivaramaiah,
circle inspectors, inspectors,
sub-inspectors and others
took part in the meeting. 

Police officers asked to keep tabs on movements of jailbirds

Each and every police station should
take steps to install CCTV cameras at
vantage points with the help of public
support by creating necessary
awareness among the people.  

Warangal Police Commissioner Tarun Joshi speaking at police officers' meeting
in Warangal on Wednesday

4G-enabled e-PoS, iris devices
deployed in fair price shops
PNS n RAJANNA SIRICILLA 

In an effort to overcome poor
network connectivity, the
Telangana State government
has deployed 4G-enable elec-
tronic point of sale (e-PoS) and
4G-enabled Iris devices in fair
price shops.  

District Additional
Collector Kheemya Naik
explained the features of the
new e-PoS and iris devices to
the dealers. The devices would
facilitate transparency in dis-
tribution of ration at fair price
shops.  The district adminis-
tration, at a meeting held at the
District Collectorate confer-

ence hall, distributed the 4G-
enabled e-PoS and 4-G-
enabled iris devices to 344 fair
price shop dealers in the dis-
trict.The Civil Supplies
Department officials provided
training to the fair price shop
dealer on how to use the
devices.    Speaking on the
occasion, Kheemya Naik asked
the dealer to distribute rice to
the cardholders by deploying
the new devices. The distrib-
ution of ration to the card-
holders was hampered time
and again when t2G-enabled
devices were employed. It was
because of poor network con-
nectivity, he pointed out.

Pink relegates saffron
in bid to grab eyeballs
SNCN ACHARYULU

n HYDERABAD

In the context of the upcom-
ing Bharatiya Janata Party
national executive meeting
here, pink (colour of TRS
party) has relegated saffron
(colour of BJP) across the city,
be they banners, flexes or ads
on Metro pillars. 

The BJP has virtually no
prominent commercial space
to put up its banners or flex-
es. A cynic commented:
"When BJP national leaders,
Chief Ministers and other top
leaders come to Hyderabad
and see the city painted pink,
instead of saffron, they will
turn red".

Whenever any political
party holds its significant
meeting in the city, it usually
puts up a large number of ban-
ners and flexes in and around
the venue, while painting other
important areas also with party
colours.

In view of the BJP's upcom-
ing national executive meeting,
the party's Telangana unit
wanted to put up banners and
flexes across the city. But the
pink party did not want to give
that chance to the saffron

party. If any one round the city
today, they may get an impres-
sion the pink party is holding
its meeting. The pink party has
not yielded any space that the
saffron party can use for
putting up its banners or flex-
es during the national execu-
tive meeting. 

The BJP is holding its NEC
meeting after 18 years in
Hyderabad. In 2004, during
the reign of Atal Behari
Vajpayee, the BJP held its
national executive meet in
Hyderbad. On July 2nd and
3rd, BJP is holding its nation-
al executive meeting here at
Novotel, HICC. More than
300 national leaders, including

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Union Home Minister
Amit Shah, party national
president JP Nadda, 19 Chief
Ministers, central ministers
and others will attend the
meeting.  The TRS has proac-
tively painted the city pink.
After the Metro Rail came to
existence, Metro pillars have
become main publicity points
for political parties and busi-
ness establishments. Almost all
the Metro pillars (more than
2,000 in the city) have been
occupied by the ruling TRS
and they are filled with gov-
ernment welfare programmes. 

Thus, Metro pillars have
turned pink. Besides, there

are pink party flexes at around
one thousand bus stops.

PNS n HYDERABAD

Allotment of Rajiv Swagruha
Flats was successfully complet-
ed in a transparent way from
June 27 to June 29, 2022 by
Hyderabad Metropolitan
Development Authority under
the supervision of District
Collector Medchal-Malkajgiri. 

According to HMDA offi-
cials, 14 teams were formed
with staff from Revenue,
Municipal, Rajiv Swagruha,
Housing and Rural
Development Departments
for conducting lottery. 

Applications were received
through Mee-Seva and online
with a nominal application fee
of Rs1,000 from May 12 to
June 14, 2022 and allotments
were made from June 27 to
June 29 by draw of lots.

HMDA officials said in a
press release that 39,082 appli-
cations were considered for
allotting 3,902 flats, 2,238 flats
in Bandlaguda and 1,464 flats
in Pocharam.HMDA officials
said that the allotments were
completed for 2,237 flats in
Bandlaguda and 1,458 Flats in
Pocharam and details are
being uploaded on the website.
One flat in Bandlaguda and six
flats in Pocharam are left unal-
lotted due to discrepancy of
Aadhaar and the applicants
(who were selected in lottery)
could not be reached with the
phone numbers given.

Allotment of Rajiv
Swagruha flats done in
Pocharam and
Bandlaguda

PNS n HYDERABAD

Health Minister Harish Rao,
who is attending the GST
Council meeting in
Chandigarh, on Wednesday,
visited the prestigious
Chandigarh Post-Graduate
Institute of Medical
Education and Research
(PGI). Hospital director Dr
Vivek Lal, Dean Dr Puri and
Medical Superintendent Dr
Vivek Kaushal welcomed the
minister. He was briefed
about the facilities and ser-
vices provided at the hospital.

Minister Harish Rao

informed them about the
reforms being brought about
in the medical and health sec-
tor under the guidance of
Chief Minister K
Chandrashekar Rao in
Telangana. 

He discussed with them
about the expansion of
Nizam’s Institute of Medical
Sciences (NIMS) in
Hyderabad, the ambitious
Telangana Institute of Medical
Sciences (TIMS) being set
up by the government in the
city and the setting of a super-
specialty hospital in
Warangal.

Harish Rao visits PGI
Hospital in Chandigarh

PNS n HYDERABAD

Roof of Adriyala Longwall
underground coal mine of
Singareni  Col l ier ies
Company Limited (SCCL),
Ramagundam- III area,
under Ramagiri mandal,
caved in on Wednesday.

There was no loss of life
and or critical injuries to
anyone as workers were not
near the accident spot.

A 10 meter stretch roof
collapsed at BSL machine’s
boot ending point at 85
level, 3rd panel of the com-
pletely mechanised under-
ground mine. The incident
occurred in the first shift.

Every day, about 10 to 15
labourers would work at
the spot.  However,  no
workers were there at the
spot when the accident
occurred.

Roof caves in
at Adriyala
coal mine

The BJP is
holding its NEC
meeting after 18
years in
Hyderabad. In
2004, during the
reign of Atal
Behari Vajpayee,
the BJP held its
national
executive meet in
Hyderbad. 
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T
he government is taking a series of steps to reduce the number of road accidents in
the country and is also working on creating helipads at wayside amenities that are
coming up along the expressways to provide emergency care, Union minister V K

Singh said on Wednesday. Addressing an event here, the minister of state for road
transport and highways said that the government has placed ambulances at each toll
plaza on highways but more needs to be
done in this area. We are trying to create
helipads in each one of our wayside
amenities that are coming up along the
expressways. It will have helipad facility
and hospitals can set up trauma centres at
these locations, he said. The minister
noted that 11 per cent of world accidents
happen in India and "we need to work to
bring down the number of road accidents
to 2 lakhs per year from current 5 lakhs".
This can be rectified and brought down if
all stakeholders work together, he stated. 

Govt taking steps to reduce no of 
road accidents: V K Singh

T
housands of devotees Wednesday thronged the 12th century 'Sri Mandir'
here to witness the Nabajaubana' (The Holy Sight of Juvenile Youth) of Lord
Jagannath, Lord Balabhadra and Devi Subhadra after a gap of two years due

to the pandemic. The state government allowed the people to congregate at the
temple after the decline in the prevailing pandemic. As per the tradition the
deities remained in the Anasar
Gruha' (the sick room) inside the
temple after their ritual bath on
Snan Purnima day. It is believed
that the the Holy Trinity appears in
youthful form on this day after
recovering from fever induced by
the bath. As per the schedule
issued by Shree Jagannath Temple
Administration (SJTA), Parimanik
(paid) darshan was held for an
hour from 8 am to 9 am after the
temple opened in the morning.

Thousands witness Lord Jagannath's
‘Nabajaubana'

T
he 43-day Amarnath Yatra to the holy cave shrine located in south Kashmir Himalayas is
all set to begin on Thursday after a gap of three years. All arrangements have been put
in place by the Shri Amarnath Shrine Board (SASB) to ensure smooth pilgrimage to the

naturally formed ice-lingam at the cave shrine, officials said. Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha on Wednesday
morning flagged off the first batch of
pilgrims from Jammu base camp. The
first batch of 4,890 pilgrims left
around 4 am from the Bhagwati Nagar
base camp for Kashmir Valley in a
cavalcade of 176 light and heavy
vehicles, the officials said. The Jammu
and Kashmir administration is also
augmenting the efforts of the shrine
board by providing foolproof security
cover along both the Pahalgam and
Baltal routes to the holy cave, a senior
official said.

After 3-year gap, Amarnath Yatra 
all set to begin today

PNS n CHENNAI

Imploring educators to pay
attention to imparting educa-
tion in one's mother tongue,
Vice President M Venkaiah
Naidu on Wednesday fervent-
ly appealed to schools across
the nation to foster the spirit of
curiosity, innovation and excel-
lence among the students.

Challenges and opportuni-
ties abound in a technology-
driven fast changing world and
in this context the best skill
schools could impart a student
is adaptability, he said.
"Students must be trained to
think quickly on their feet, be
agile and innovate using cut-
ting-edge technologies to solve
21st century problems," the
Vice President emphasised
while inaugurating the Vellore
International School (VIS),
established at Kayar, near
Kelambakkam, near here, by
the Vellore Institute of
Technology (VIT). Complimen

ting the management of VIT
Group of Institutions for the
important milestone in their
educational journey, he said the
VIT Group has been making
consistent efforts to strengthen
higher education in the private
sector and "I am confident this
institution will be another
feather in their cap."
Educational strategy should be

aligned to futuristic approach
and shun rote learning. Also
artificial segregation between
curricular and extracurricular
activities should be dispensed
with and the students encour-
aged in multidiscipline, he sug-
gested. "It is my fervent appeal
to the schools across the nation
to foster the spirit of curiosity,
innovation and excellence in

students," Naidu said. The Vice
President said he was informed
that the VIS is trying to intro-
duce the concept of house par-
ent' to integrate the positive
aspects of Guru-Shishya tradi-
tion with modern pedagogical
practices.

Urging teachers to pay atten-
tion to the use of mother
tongue, he said wherever pos-

sible, at least until the primary
level, the medium of instruc-
tion in public and private
schools should be in mother
tongue. "We must encourage
students to speak freely in their
mother tongue in their social
environment on the school
premises, at all the cultural
events and in their homes.
Only when we can freely and
proudly speak our mother
tongue can we truly appreciate
our cultural heritage," he said.

Reiterating that focusing on
our mother tongue is not to
suggest one not to learn other
languages like English, Naidu
said he often said that one
should learn as many languages
as possible. 

What is required is a strong
foundation in the mother lan-
guage. Proficiency in other
languages, in addition to one's
mother tongue, helps build
cultural bridges and opens win-
dows to new worlds of experi-
ence, the VP said.

PNS n BENGALURU

In an attempt to project
Siddaramaiah as the Congress's
Chief Ministerial candidate in
Karnataka for the 2023 Assembly
polls, his loyalists are planning a
month-long programme in
August when he turns 75, even as
State Congress chief D K
Shivakumar's side asserted collec-
tive leadership and said anyone
can become the Chief Minister.
The voice of assertion from
Shivakumar's camp this time came
from his brother and Bengaluru
Rural MP D K Suresh.

This is seen as another round
in the game of one-upmanship
between the two leaders, who have
been nursing Chief Ministerial
ambitions and also want to con-
solidate their clout within the
party. The development comes
even as Shivakumar and
Siddaramaiah were in Delhi dis-

cussing the party's preparedness
and campaign strategy for the
polls with party's national leader
Rahul Gandhi in New Delhi,
along with general secretaries K C
Venugopal and Randeep Singh
Surjewala. According to sources,
Siddaramaiah's supporters and
wellwishers, including senior

Congress leaders and former
Ministers like R V Deshpande and
H C Mahadevappa, have planned
a massive convention at the dis-
trict headquarters town of
Davangere on August 3, which is
also being seen as a show of
strength by the former Chief
Minister's camp.

PNS n GUWAHATI

Assam government Wednes day
said rebel Shiv Sena leader
Eknath Shinde and other
Maharashtra dissidents who are
camping in Guwahati for a week
are "guests" of the state . Assam
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Pijush Hazarika said that the dis-
sident MLAs of the western state
are being treated as guests and
assistance is being provided to
them.

Hazarika, who is also the gov-
ernment spokesperson, BJP MP
from Assam Pallab Lochan Das,
MLA Diganta Kalita and
Guwahati Police Joint
Commissioner Partha Sarathi
Mahanta on Wednesday accom-
panied the rebel legislators in the
bus journey from their upscale
hotel in the city to Kamakhya

temple. "They (the dissident
Maharashtra MLAs) told the
administration that they would
like to visit Maa Kamakhya tem-
ple. Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma then assigned me to
assist them because they are our
guests," Hazarika told reporters.

"It is the duty of the state gov-
ernment to help any guest com-
ing to the state," he added.

To questions on the number of
lawmakers camping in the hotel
and when they are likely to leave,
Hazarika said "I do not know
how many MLAs are there. I am
not aware of their plans."

Dissident legislators of Shiv
Sena, which heads the ruling
coalition in Maharashtra, along
with several Independents have
been camping in Guwahati,
around 2,700 km away from
Mumbai, since June 22.

PNS n NEW DELHI

India needs to form Green
Hydrogen Corridors and gov-
ernments can look at provid-
ing grants to startups as well as
support entrepreneurs to pro-
mote green hydrogen, NITI
Aayog said on Wednesday.

In a report titled 'Harnessing
Green Hydrogen -
Opportunities for Deep
Decarbonisation in India', the
Aayog also suggested that there
is a need to facilitate invest-
ment through demand aggre-
gation and dollar-based bid-
ding for green hydrogen.

"Three hydrogen corridors
shuld be developed across the
country based on state grand
challenges ... The governments
can provide grants and loans to
startups and projects, support
entrepreneurs through incuba-
tors and investor networks,
and put in place regulations
that manage first-mover risks,"
the report said. The govern-

ment can also use public pro-
curement and purchase incen-
tives (for green hydrogen) to
create demand in niche mar-
kets and crowd in private
investment, it added.

The report suggested that th
government should promote

export of green hydrogen and
green hydrogen-embedded
products through a global
hydrogen alliance.

Green Hydrogen/ Green
Ammonia is defined as hydro-
gen/ ammonia produced by
way of electrolysis of water

using renewable energy,
including renewable energy
which has been banked and the
hydrogen/ammonia produced
from biomass.

Most large economies
including India have commit-
ted to net zero targets. The

report predicted that hydrogen
demand in India could grow
more than four-fold by 2050,
representing almost 10 per
cent of global hydrogen
demand. In the longer term,
steel and heavy-duty trucking
are likely to drive the majori-
ty of demand growth, account-
ing for almost 52 per cent of
total demand by 2050, it added.

Emphasising that the
roadmap should also identify
a timeline and scale of manu-
facturing support for electrol-
ysers, the report said, "India
may aim for 25 GW of electrol-
ysers by 2030, while also invest-
ing USD 1 billion in R&D to
catalyse the development of
commercial green hydrogen
technologies across the value
chain."

It noted that radically
improving the speed of regula-
tory clearances coupled with
preferential treatment in pub-
lic tenders will help catalyse
local manufacturing.

Shinde, rebel Sena MLAs
our guests : Assam govt

PNS n JAMMU

To assist the Amarnath pil-
grims, the Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF) has estab-
lished 'Madadgar' booths
across Jammu and Kashmir, a
spokesperson of the paramili-
tary force said on Wednesday.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age is scheduled to commence
Thursday from the twin base
camps - the traditional 48-km
Nunwan in south Kashmir's
Anantnag and a 14-km short-
er Baltal in central Kashmir's
Ganderbal district - after a gap
of two years following the out-
break of COVID-19.

The CRPF spokesperson
said help desks have been set

up at various places along the
route, and at transit and base
camps. The force has also
established a medical camp
along the pilgrimage route to
provide free treatment, he said.

The first batch of 4,890 pil-
grims, who left the Bhagwati
Nagar base camp in Jammu
under tight security arrange-
ments in the early hours of
Wednesday, have reached their

respective base camps in the
Valley to start their onward
journey. The spokesperson
said all efforts have been made
to ensure their safety and secu-
rity and their convoys in view
of a heightened threat percep-
tion and statements by various
terror groups to disturb the pil-
grimage. "The force has left no
stone unturned to take up the
challenge...the surveillance of
every inch is being made by the
vigilant jawans, who are also
using drone 'Netra' to keep the
pilgrims safe," he said.

The spokesperson said the
pilgrims leaving the base camp
on the first day were excited
and expressed full faith in the
CRPF's capability.

India needs to form Green
Hydrogen Corridors: NITI Aayog PNS n GUWAHATI

The flood situation in Assam
worsened on Wednesday follow-
ing incessant rain, with five more
people losing their lives in the del-
uge and the number of affected
people rising to 24.92 lakh, while
Silchar town in Cachar district
continued to remain inundated
for the last 10 days, officials said.

The MeT Department has
issued a 'red alert' in the districts
of Kokrajhar, Chirang and Baksa,
and an 'orange alert' in Dhubri,
Barpeta, Bongaigaon, Udalguri,
Biswanath, Lakhimpur, Dhemaji
and Dibrugarh. The weather
office has also issued an 'orange
alert' in South Salmara,
Kokrajhar, Chirang and Baksa
districts till Thursday. Five fresh
fatalities have taken the total
number of deaths due to floods
and landslides in Assam ths year
to 139, while three more people
have been reported missing, a
bulletin issued by the Assam
State Disaster Management
Authority (ASDMA) said.
Brahmaputra, Beki, Kopili, Barak
and Kushiyara rivers were flow-
ing above the danger level in

some places although most of the
remaining rivers were showing a
receding trend.

Most localities of Silchar were
still water-logged and the situa-
tion remained critical with resi-
dents facing a shortage of food,
drinking water and medicines.

The town has remained sub-
merged for the last 10 days due
to breach of a dyke in Bethkundi.
Deputy Comm issioner Keerthi
Jalli said work is underway to
repair it. She said priority was
being given to reach out to the
affected people with clean drink-
ing water and food while medical

camps are being organised by the
health department to ensure pre-
vention of water-borne diseases.

A team of the National Health
Mission, Assam, led by its
Mission Director M S Lakshmi
Priya is also camping at Silchar to
ensure that the affected people get
proper medical facilities. 

Medical personnel have been
deployed in the 28 municipal
wards of the town, while health
camps have been organised at dif-
ferent relief centres where inmates
have been provided with ORS
packets for prevention of diar-
rhoea.

Huge security for
July 1 rath yatra
in Ahmedabad
PNS n AHMEDABAD

As many as 25,000 security per-
sonnel will be deployed on the
route of the forthcoming Lord
Jagannath rathyatra in
Ahmedabad in which lakhs of
people are likely to participate
after a gap of two years without
COVID-19 restrictions, officials
said on Wednesday. Union
Home Minister Amit Shah will
perform the Mangla Aarti at the
temple on July 1 around 4 am
before the chariots of the deities
roll out. In normal times, lakhs
of people gather along the route
of the rathyatra on the day of
'Ashadhi Beej' to catch a glimpse
of deities and the procession,
which includes decorated ele-
phants and several tableaux.
Traditionally, the procession,
led by chariots, starts around 7
am on 'Ashadhi Beej' from the
400-year-old temple in the
Jamalpur area of the city and
returns by 8 pm after passing
through the Old City, including
some communally sensitive
areas. "With lakhs of people
from across Gujarat are expect-
ed to attend the 145th Lord
Jagannath Rathyatra here on
July 1, at least 25,000 security
personnel will deployed on the
entire city to thwart any unto-
ward incident," officials said.

PNS n NEW DELHI

The CBI has announced a
reward of Rs one lakh for any-
one giving actionable infor-
mation leading to arrest of
TMC MP Abhishek
Banerjee's alleged confidant
Vinay Mishra, who is wanted
in a cattle smuggling case,
officials said Wednesday. The
central agency had issued a
similar reward against Mishra

in a case of coal pilferage from
the mines of Eastern
Coalfields Ltd in West
Bengal's Asansol a few

months ago, they said. The
CBI had also moved Interpol
seeking a Red Notice against
Mishra and attempts are

going on to bring him back
from the island country of
Vanuatu in the Pacific ocean
where he had reportedly
taken citizenship in 2020, the
officials said. The CBI had
named Mishra as co-accused
in its supplementary
chargesheet filed last year in
the cattle smuggling case.

Mishra is believed to be
close to West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee's

nephew and Trinamool
Congress (TMC) MP Abhi
shek Banerjee, the officials
said. The central agency has
alleged that Mishra acted as a
middleman link to collect
illegal gratification on behalf
of public servants and used to
give patronage and protection
to the smugglers using his
connections in lieu of money
routed through non-existent
shell companies.

PNS n THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

A day after the brutal murder
of a tailor in Rajasthan trig-
gered shock waves across the
country, Kerala Governor Arif
Mohammed Khan on
Wednesday came out against
Madrassas and wondered
whether young children were
taught there that punishment
for blasphemy is beheading.
He also called for broad-
based education to every child
till the age of 14 years, saying
it was one of their basic rights
and opined that no specialised
education should be given to
them before that age.

Assam flood situation worsens,
24.9 lakh people affected

CBI announces reward on TMC MP Banerjee's confidant

Encourage students to be curious, innovative: VP Siddaramaiah to be CM face;
rivals favour collective leadership

Udaipur incident:
Kerala Guv against
Madrassa curriculum

CRPF booths to help Amarnath pilgrims



H
e is the only military commander in modern times who can be described as
the “soldiers’ soldier”. Sam Hormusji Framji Jamshedji Manekshaw, or Sam
Manekshaw, led India in the 1971 war against Pakistan which resulted in

the birth of Bangladesh. How he won the war despite odds like shortage of weapons
and manpower has been recorded in golden letters in military history. He was the
country’s Chief of Army Staff from 1969 to 1973 and was promoted as India’s
first Field Marshal in January 1973. An Army commander who never hesitated to
speak his mind to the highest political leadership, Sam Manekshaw is not a name
to be remembered only on his bir th or death anniversaries because he was much
more than a military chief. Born as the son of a doctor in a middle class family,
Sam could have opted for any profession of his choice but he ended up in the 

military academy. The story of Manekshaw as a
soldier, officer and commander is folklore. Bravery,
gallantry, intelligence and the willingness to go to
the extra mile to realise his mission endeared him
to his officers and subordinates.

The best example of his professional prowess
was the decision of his British commander Major
General David Cowan honouring a critically
injured Manekshaw, then a captain fighting on the
Burma front in 1942, with a Military Cross. The
award was in recognition of his valour and 
fighting spirit against the Imperial Japanese
Army. Since a dead man cannot be awarded the

Military Cross, the British commander decorated Manekshaw, who was fighting
for his life after being felled by Japanese bullets. The appointment of Manekshaw
as CoAS was a morale booster to the Indian Army which has not looked back
since. India owes a lot to Sam for the win in the 1975 World Cup Hockey
Championship at Kuala Lumpur. It was Sam who asked MAM Ramaswamy, an
industrialist in Chennai, to pay for the air tickets of the Indian team with the day’s
Government looking the other way. Each person who has met him at least once
has many things to reminiscence about this legendary soldier. This great son of
India is a real Bharat Ratna and it would be ideal to honour him with the top 
civilian award during the 75th anniversary of India's freedom.

T
he gruesome murder of Kanhaiya Lal, a tailor in Udaipur, is a reminder to all,
especially the political class, that there is a lot that is rotten in the statecraft
and politics of India. The killers, Gos Mohammad and Riyaz Akhtari, not only

slaughtered Lal in his shop but also shot a video of their misdeed. They cut his throat
with a cleaver and, according to the police, wanted to behead him but couldn’t. In
another video, the murderers not only gloated over the killing but also threatened to
kill Prime Minister Narendra Modi. The case has been handed over to the National
Investigation Agency (NIA). Meanwhile, in Udaipur, after a few violent incidents, cur-
few has been imposed; in entire Rajasthan, large gatherings have been disallowed

for a month; mobile internet services have been shut
down for 24 hours across the State. The authori-
ties are alert now, but a little action and some alert-
ness earlier by the local cops could have preempt-
ed the murder and the unfortunate situation that has
arisen now. What led to the murder is still not quite
clear. There are reports that Lal supported former
BJP spokesperson Nupur Sharma, who was recent-
ly in the news for her controversial remarks about
Prophet Muhammad. But it has also been reported
that Lal did not know how to operate a mobile phone.
When he was arrested following a complaint against
him, he told the police that it was his child who, while

playing a game, had shared an objectionable post by mistake. Lal was arrested but
was bailed out the next day, that is, June 11.

Whatever be the truth, it is undeniable that he had informed the police that he
was receiving death threats, and yet no action was taken. ADG (Law and Order) Hawa
Singh Ghumaria told a newspaper, “Then, on June 15, he submitted a written com-
plaint that he is getting death threats and sought police protection. The SHO con-
cerned called the persons who were allegedly issuing the threats. And then, five-
seven responsible persons from both the communities sat down and reached an agree-
ment. In a handwritten note, Kanhaiya Lal said he doesn’t need any more action against
anyone. Hence, the police did not proceed on the security threat.” All this may be
correct, but what was local intelligence doing? That Gos Mohammad and Riyaz Akhtari
were quite radicalised is evident from not just their crime but also their belief that
anyone offending their Prophet has to be executed. As they said in their video,
“Gustakh-e-Nabi ki ek hi saza, sar tan se juda (There is only one punishment for
disrespect to the Prophet, beheading).” This is a favourite slogan of Pakistan’s Muslim
fundamentalists. Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot has denounced Lal’s mur-
der, as also have other prominent leaders. Typically, they appeal to people to main-
tain peace. There is something that our political masters also need to do: Strengthen
the law-enforcement apparatus and detox politics.

Murder most foul

PROBE SHOULD BE FAIR, UNBIASED
Sir  — The reports suggest that the PMO
has responded to a letter by the
Contractors’ Association of Karnataka, in
which the body alleged that the Ministers
and MLAs demand hefty commissions of
about 40 per cent for giving approval to
development projects in the State.
Meanwhile, the contractors’ association
president has said the relevant docu-
ments pertaining to the case have been sub-
mitted to the officer sent by the Union
Home Ministry. It’s a positive development
as the Centre has taken an initiative to dig
out the truth in the serious charges of cor-
ruption. 

However, the Centre’s initiative to
probe the menace of corruption among
Ministers making headlines shouldn’t
become an eyewash and a ploy to give the
clean chit to the BJP leaders — just to blunt
the Opposition attack. The corruption
deals between the Ministers and contrac-
tors executing Government projects are an
open secret. The investigation shouldn’t
end up as an image makeover exercise
ahead of the Assembly elections. Also, the
Prime Minister’s oft-repeated public state-
ment “Na khaunga, na khane doonga”
should hold good universally. Transparency
and fairness should be the prime criteria
to make the investigation convincing and
justifiable.

N Sadhasiva Reddy | Bengaluru

31% RS MPS FACE CRIMINAL CASES
Sir — It’s a big shock to the citizens that
31 per cent of the Rajya Sabha members
across political parties have criminal cases
against them, according to Association for
Democratic reforms, National Election
Watch. The Members of Legislative
Assemblies elect the required number of
MPs to the Rajya Sabha. The RS also
includes men of integrity excelling in arts,
literature, games and social service as they
are nominated by the President on the
Government’s advice. Though ours is the
biggest democracy, the way these leaders
are elected is concerning for the democ-

racy as several ills need to be cured.
Thanks to former Chief Election

Commissioner TN Seshan for bringing
reforms in election procedures and imple-
menting the existing rules strictly. It gave
good results but not totally. Many things
still have to be strictly implemented due
to interference by politicians of ruling par-
ties as they go by their convenience, result-
ing in the disappointment of citizens. But
when the Elders are sent to the Rajya
Sabha, everything should be transparent.
When many RS members are involved in
criminal cases, how can they feel comfort-
able with the title of Elders?

JP Reddy | Telangana

THE INTERNATIONAL ASTEROID DAY
Sir — June 30, the International Asteroid
Day, will have everyone looking toward the
skies. The day was founded after the 2014
release of the film 51 Degrees North, which
seeks to explore what would happen if an
asteroid were to strike London. The film’s
creative team (many of whom are actual

scientists) wanted to raise more awareness
about the threat of asteroids to earth, and
how we can help protect ourselves. To
make that happen, they formed a founda-
tion, and in 2015, they celebrated the
world’s first International Asteroid Day.
There are over one million asteroids in
space that could potentially strike the earth,
but modern scientists have discovered only
about one per cent of them.

To combat this real and actual threat,
the Asteroid Day’s founders as well as a host
of accomplished scientists, created the
100X Asteroid Declaration. The declara-
tion aims for scientists to work towards
increasing the rate of asteroid discovery to
100,000 per year within a decade. The
International Asteroid Day focuses on
spreading the word of the declaration and
helping fellow earthlings prepare for a
potential asteroid impact.

Faizan Khan | Ujjain
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A soldiers’ soldier
Sam Bahadur, the architect of the 1971 victory

against Pakistan, deserves the Bharat Ratna

PICTALK

Men walk at the Nokian Tyres manufacturing plant in Vsevolozhsk, outside St Petersburg, Russia AP

LETTERS TO TTHE EDITOR

The Udaipur incident is another reminder that timely

action can prevent a situation from unravelling

I
n his address to the G-7 Summit recently,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s concern for
global development and its betterment was

noteworthy. Through his worthy words, the
Prime Minister mentioned the utmost contribu-
tion made by India that was aimed at throwing
a major light on the ultimate goal of global devel-
opment. With special emphasis on the contri-
butions made by the country, he further reiter-
ated that we are the country that has been able
to transform robustly with the help of concept
of women-development to women-led develop-

ment. The importance of agriculture, thereby
availing trusted fertilisers for producing healthy
and safe food, were the major aspects of dis-
cussion carried out at the Summit. 

The special emphasis on the concept of
India as the world’s first solar-power airport
leaves a serious sense of concern towards main-
tenance of environmental health. The concept of
the import-export culture since the ancient times
has led to the foundation of robust and resilient
relations among the countries. Along with other
important topics, this significant Summit also
highlighted the importance of alliance among one
another other, especially the Indo-Canadian rela-
tions, strengthening the platform of companion-
ship and thus combating the terrific global threats
like terrorism. This G-7 Summit is surely going
to render the message of staunch relations
among all the invited nations and, therefore, could
prove to be a threat to various ordeals.

Sarthak Sharma | Ujjain

Modi makes a point at G-7

SOUNDBITE

In the pan-India protests
after Friday prayers, the posters
at different locations had an
eerie commonality — of
image, banner text. The simi-
larity across distant locations
points to coordinated planning
and execution. Were the
protests orchestrated by vest-
ed interests out to undermine
the Modi Government by sow-
ing discord between commu-
nities? Were these instigators,
inimical to Indian national
interest, inspired and funded
by foreign agencies?

Now about the protests
abroad. Does Qatar have any
right to demand a public apol-
ogy from the Government of
India when in 2010 it had
given shelter and honorary cit-
izenship to artist MF Husain
who, after painting Hindu
goddesses in the nude, refused
to appear before court and fled
the country? Almost every
Islamic nation, as well as the
57-member OIC, initially lam-
basted India for the intemper-
ate remarks by somebody not
holding any Government posi-
tion. The Pakistan press
lamented that “the idea of
India was facing an existential
crisis”, presumably because the
idea was secular, quite forget-
ting that the country itself is a
theocratic State that unabashed-
ly persecutes minorities.

An Arab newspaper point-

ed out that Nupur’s Muslim co-
panellist was not blaspheming
Ram or Sita when in anger she
uttered the offending remarks.
While that may well be true,
she was instead provoked
probably by the worst blasphe-
my possible for Hindus — the
ritual washing of feet, Vazoo,
by Muslim worshippers at
Gyanvapi mosque That sure-
ly is an offence much greater
than a tactless, angry remark.

Why was the reaction
overblown? The Grand Mufti
of Oman exhorted all Muslims
to rise as one nation, there
were calls in the Gulf countries
for boycott of Indian goods,
and there were reminders of
India’s dependence on the
Gulf countries for oil imports
and inward remittances.

Under Modi, India has
tried its best to improve rela-
tions with the Gulf countries
and obtained significant suc-
cess. Modi himself has paid
several visits to the region,
been received warmly and
had national honours
bestowed on him. Pakistan
often invokes the Islamic
Ummah for undermining
India; it did so this time also,
especially with OIC. However,
since its credibility is rather
low, many Islamic countries
did not take long to recover
from the initial kneejerk reac-
tion. The Iranian Foreign

Minister after his recent visit
to New Delhi approved of the
Indian Government’s handling
of the controversy and its fall-
out. The Kuwait Government
has taken strict action against
the anti-India protesters, even
deporting some expatriates
and banning them from enter-
ing the country again.

Domestically, it was a god-
send opportunity for the
Opposition to malign Modi
and BJP. Though religious fig-
ures like the Shahi Imam of
Jama Masjid in Delhi dis-
tanced themselves from the
unruly protests and violent
rioting, leaders who cultivate
the simple, unaware Islamic
vote bank played to their
gallery and feigned righteous
indignation. The fact that
major rioting started 10 days
after the TV episode lends cre-
dence to the allegation that
mob anger was built up over
time deliberately by leaders like
Owaisi. One of the downsides
of democracy is that
unscrupulous politicians may
pander to the rabble’s irrational
sentiments for electoral gains
at the cost of social cohesion;
this episode illustrates it vivid-
ly.

(A former banker, the
writer’s love for words and
ideas has turned him towards
writing columns. The views
expressed are personal.)

There’s no merit in demands to lynch anybody without first appreciating
the circumstances under which the person may have uttered angry words

THE SIMILARITY IN
PROTESTS ACROSS

DISTANT
GEOGRAPHICAL

LOCATIONS POINTS
TO COORDINATED

PLANNING AND
EXECUTION. WERE

THE PROTESTS
ORCHESTRATED BY
VESTED INTERESTS

OUT TO UNDERMINE
THE MODI

GOVERNMENT BY
SOWING DISCORD

BETWEEN
COMMUNITIES?

PRADEEP BAJPAI

Unsettled queries
in l’affaire Nupur

I
n the emotional thrust and
parrying of viewpoints over
Nupur Sharma’s remarks,

some fundamental points have
been lost sight of. Now that an
authentic video of the TV pro-
gramme is no longer available, we
can only go by inferences and
deductions and try to answer
some fundamental questions
based on these. What exactly did
Nupur say that sparked this out-
rage both domestically and in
Islamist nations? Indications are
that she alluded to some details
of the Islamic Prophet’s life. Did
she invent these details to malign
Islam and mock its followers? If
so, she deserves the strongest con-
demnation and a harsh punish-
ment. If, however, what she men-
tioned was derived from Islamic
sources, then her misdemeanour
falls in the category of an unfor-
tunate choice of words or a tact-
less iteration in the heat of debate.
In that case, her immature sim-
plicity was her only sin, quite
understandable in somebody in
her 30s. And that requires at best
a reprimand from her party, the
BJP, and an admonition to be
more circumspect and to avoid
such indiscretions.

The veracity of the above sce-
narios notwithstanding, was the
overblown reaction to an off-the-
cuff remark on national TV dis-
cussion, in response to provoca-
tion, proportionate and justifi-
able? Are the rabid chants of 
sar-tan-se-juda asking for her
beheading, in Kanpur and else-
where, condonable in civilised
society? Should it be par for the
course for any community to
make children hold up posters
asking for somebody’s head? And
all this when Nupur had already
apologised unconditionally?

Something forgotten in the
present overcharged discourse is
what Nupur stated in a video
flicker, since gone missing; that
she cannot remain silent when
her Mahadev is insulted and that
she had made the remarks in
anger. What did her Muslim
interlocutor on the TV debate say
about Lord Shiva that she was
referring to? And why are his
comments muted and lost in the
din of her universal condemna-
tion by the secular lobby in India
and the Islamist one abroad?

The deputy CM
(Manish Sisodia) 
is unnecessarily 
politicising a desir-
able administrative
action. 

Delhi L-G
—VK Saxena  

Seven democra-
cies would main-
tain sanctions
against Russia as
long as neces-
sary. Russia can-

not and should not win. 

French President
—Emmanuel Macron

It is clear from the

brutal daylight 

murder that miscre-

ants feel confident

under this State

Government. 

Former Rajasthan CM 

—Vasundhara Raje

I will be gunning
for the team to win
3-1... I can say I
was in a team that
won in Australia
and England. 

Indian spinner
—R Ashwin

More layers, char-
acters and myster-
ies will unfold
when the audience
will watch
Shamshera on the
big screen. 

Director 

—Karan Malhotra



Higher education has
to become meaningful

ALL THE MLAS HERE (GUWAHATI) ARE HAPPY AND
UNITED. THERE’S NOTHING TO WORRY. WE’LL ALL 
GO TO MUMBAI SOON.
—REBEL SENA LEADER
EKNATH SHINDE

AS HEAD OF THE FAMILY, I TELL YOU THE 
TIME HAS NOT PASSED YET. I APPEAL TO YOU...

WE’LL RESOLVE ALL DIFFERENCES.
—SHIV SENA CHIEF AND MAHARASHTRA CM

UDDHAV THACKERAY

I
n the past couple of years, there has been a growing concern across
the world with regards to ruthless killings of whistleblowers, most of
whom were courageous citizens who fought to secure the truth at the

risk of their lives. These whistle blowers play an essential role in expos-
ing corruption, fraud, mismanagement and other wrongdoing that threa-
ten public health and safety, financial integrity, human rights, the envi-
ronment and the rule of law.

By disclosing information about such misdeeds, these courageous
people have helped save countless lives and billions in public funds, while
preventing emerging scandals and disasters from worsening. Hence, such
violent resistance to truth and its custodians in innumerable cases across
the world shows extreme moral degradation of our society and the ero-
sion of values. What kind of society would punish its whistleblowers
and stifle the truth? Perhaps that’s the question we all need to ask our-
selves. When muscle and money power call the shots everywhere, it
is obvious that truth will always be on the run and evil on a perpetual
chase.

The dictum of might is right has been strengthened by the depic-
tion of violent episodes in history as well as through religious writings.
There are many religious scriptures that show that even the Almighty
showed His might by decimating the evil forces by means of a violent
war to contain unrighteousness in the world. Hence, using force to set
a wrong right or to discipline a wrong doer has been adopted as a norm
by humans at all levels of existence.

To change this scene, patchwork solutions will no longer suffice.
Because we need a complete transformation that can emerge when we
change the powers we use. From the power of might, we now have to
shift to the power of right and develop a culture that springs from non-
violence.

Discarded as a theoretical tool and reduced to a mere embellish-
ment in books, non-violence is actually a magic wand that can protect
against the wrong and wrongdoer. One should not forget that we have
already witnessed that the policy of an eye for an eye has made the whole
world blind, so we need to now make use of the power of values to con-
nect and correct.

The great potential of non-violence needs to be explored—a value
which asks its users to refrain from aggression not just in action but
also in words and even thoughts. The simplicity of non-violence lies in
the fact that it can be used by anyone and at all levels—personal, social
and global. Peace, spirituality and self-sustainability will be dominant in
a culture nourished by non-violence. It will naturally ooze with security
and brotherhood and any anti-social elements will soon be forced to the
road of guilt and self-realisation.

Ideals that we struggle and fight for today—freedom, justice and
equality—will be natural there. From a place where anything can hap-
pen to anyone at any time, the world will be transformed to a place where
everything would happen at the right place, at the right time and in the
right manner. There, the right would not just be right but right would be
might.

Is it all as simple as it sounds? Yes, it is! Together, we all can, through
spiritual empowerment, create such a way of life, but the fundamental
rule for it is self-change. Most of us have wasted much of our precious
time and energy in checking others and the quality of people at the social
level, without realising that the creation of a fair society would begin from
personal change that would work from the inside out. This change would
be contagious which would spread through all of us, thus triggering a
social transformation at global level. So, Let’s Be the Change.

(The author is a spiritual educator and popular columnist for 
publications across India, Nepal, and the UK)
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LET’S BE THE CHANGE
THAT WE WANT TO SEE
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We have to develop a culture that 
springs from non-violence

SATYEN BOSE
AND EINSTEIN

WERE
COLLABORATING

ON SOME
RESEARCH

WHICH
RESULTED IN

THE
DISCOVERY 

OF THE BOSE-
EINSTEIN
(BOSEN)

THEORY. BOSE
USED TO LOVE

ME. HE WAS
DISAPPOINTED

WHEN I DID
NOT CONTINUE

MY STUDIES

D
emocracy serves people
best when it’s inclusive.
The Bharatiya Janata

Party-led National Democratic
Alliance, by picking up former
Jharkhand governor Draupadi
Murmu as its candidate for the
July 18 Presidential election,
has abided by the inclusive
Dharma of democracy.

The two successful candi-
dates of the NDA in the past
who made to Rashtrapati
Bhavan equally emphasised
inclusivity and most suitable to
hold the top Constitutional
post. APJ Abdul Kalam, India’s
missile man, not only lived to
give the country strategic deter-
rence but also became a role
model for all, particularly
youth. His life was a living tes-
timony to the Indian tradition
of pursuit of knowledge and
humility.

In Ram Nath Kovind, India
got a President who was most
humble and democratic, who
opened the doors of
Rashtrapati Bhavan for the
people while being most cour-
teous in his conduct and dis-
charge of the duty. The politi-
cal commentators sought to
bracket him as the BJP’s Dalit
bet, but he eventually proved
that he could conduct the
Constitutional duties most effi-
ciently.

Murmu struggled all her
life but beat the odds to raise
her children, while also becom-
ing a foremost social and polit-
ical worker. From being a leg-
islator, she proved her mettle in
Odisha as a minister and there-
after as the governor of
Jharkhand.

She would be the first trib-
al President of India since the

NDA has the support of the
Biju Janata Dal and the YSR
Congress for the July 18 elec-
tion. The BJP has for long been
pursuing an inclusive agenda.
Even in 1996, when the Atal
Bihari Vajpayee government
fell in 13 days despite being the
single largest party, it had the
largest number of the tribal
MPs in its ranks. The BJP’s
foremost commitment to take
all sections of society has been
an abiding principle.

Murmu will be a candidate
in the Presidential election at a
time when the Narendra Modi-
led government has given a
new hope to the tribal popula-
tion in the country by taking
his mantra of ‘Sabka Sath,
Sabka Viswas aur Sabka Prayas’
to every nook and corner of the
country, including the tribal
areas in Jharkhand, Odisha

and Chhattisgarh. During the
rule of the United Progressive
Alliance, Leftwing or Maoist
extremism was at its peak;
people talked about the Red
Corridor, connecting the
hotbed of Maoist violence in
Nepal to the deep forests in
Sukma in Chhattisgarh. The
violence cost several lives of
paramilitary forces.

The NDA government set
out for course correction right
at the outset, and gave hope to
the tribal youth that they can
see better future in the main-
stream of society, as several
welfare schemes brought ben-
efits to the people without has-
sles, without paying bribes.
The government’s honesty was
visible, and the tribals of the
country turned their backs to
violence.

In the last few years,

Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh,
Telangana and Odisha have
largely been peaceful, with a
decline in Maoist violence.

When Murmu takes the
oath of the office as the
President of India, the tribal
population will see the fulfill-
ment of their political aspira-
tions. They will see that one
from among them is the first
citizen of India.

The Aspirational District
programme of the Central gov-
ernment was envisioned with
clear objective that the gains of
the development must reach
the poorest of the poor, in
accordance with the true of
Deen Dayal Upadhyaya.

The tribals have seen that
they have been brought in the
mainstream of the economy
with financial inclusion, pucca
houses with toilets, pension

schemes and so on. They don’t
need to fall for the allure-
ments of the evangelists to
embrace their religion.

The elevation of Murmu to
the post of the President of
India will be the firm democ-
ratic empowerment of the trib-
al population, as well as women
of the country. She has thor-
oughly been a spiritual person
and her association with
Brahmakumaris is well known.

She was sweeping the floor
of a temple a day after her name
was announced by the BJP
president JP Nadda; people
have seen how humble a per-
son she is. She stands for sim-
plicity, spirituality.

She is a Constitutionalist, a
firm believer in the Indian
Constitution’s capacity to fulfill
the aspirations of all sections of
society. Her life is also a living

testimony of perseverance. She
never lost hope even when she
faced personal losses. In her,
India will have a President
who will give hope to the vast
majority of the people that all
hardships can be won over with
honesty and patience.

While the Opposition par-
ties were busy in elimination
rounds to find a candidate for
the Presidential election, the
BJP was thinking of national
interest. When the BJP named
Murmu as its Presidential can-
didate, even the rivals suggest-
ed that the contest has become
one-sided. The Opposition
candidate, Yashwant Sinha, can
save his lost reputation by
gracefully withdrawing from
the Presidential election to
pave way for the unanimous
election of Murmu as India’s
President.

Draupadi Murmu struggled to raise her children, while also becoming a foremost social and political worker

Murmu: NDA’s choice for inclusive democracy

The author is Director, Public
Policy Research Centre

(@Sumeetbhasin)

SUMEET BHASIN

RAJYOGI BRAHMAKUMAR NIKUNJJI

M
y mind goes back to 1945 and
1946. I was a postgraduate
student in pure mathematics.
We were just six students.

Shree Satyen Bose was our Professor. He
used to wear Dhoti Kurta (snow-white).
Our classes were on the 3rd floor and there
were no lifts.

Bose and Einstein were collaborating on
some research which resulted in the discov-
ery of the Bose-Einstein (Bosen) theory.
Bose used to love me and was keen that after
finishing studies, I go to study astronomy
at Mount Wilson observatory in America.
He was disappointed when I did not con-
tinue my studies.

I came from a very poor family. My
mother died of tuberculosis without prop-
er treatment for want of funds in 1936. My
family had great expectations from me, that
I would earn money as I was brilliant in
education. But I became brilliant in busi-
ness. I started learning business from my
uncle in 1946 side by side with studies.

I came into business full-fledged in 1946
and retired in 2000. I have been very close
to the Ramakrishna Mission since 1951.
The mission had a splendid educational
institute at Narendrapur in the suburb of
Calcutta with about 3,000 students. Of the
top 10 students in Calcutta University, at
least two students were from Narendrapur.
I was dreaming of having something like
Narendrapur but on a tiny scale run by the
Ramakrishna Mission monks.

Shree Arjun Singh was the human
resource development minister. He
belonged to Madhya Pradesh where I had
established a technologically challenging
graphite electrode plant. I had become very
close to him. He would attend lectures of
Swami Atmanandaji, whom we used to
invite to Bhopal for lectures.

The mission had a number of educa-
tional institutions but no university. They
decided to establish one at Belur Math in
their large compound on the banks of the
Ganges. They decided to send a delegation
of monks to meet Arjun Singh. Knowing
my closeness with him, they asked me to
accompany them. His response was good;
the next meeting was fixed after a month.

The Ramakrishna Mission had three
subjects in mind for the University: (i) dis-
aster management whose practical experi-
ence they had in floods and famines; (ii)
rural development; and (iii) poverty alle-
viation. I was keen that they included math-
ematics so that their performance could be
compared internationally.

I met Arjun Singh alone and request-
ed him, while interacting with them, to
emphasise on mathematics. He was enthu-
siastic. The ministry did their homework.
An additional secretary and other officers
attended the meeting. Five senior monks of
the mission and I attended the meeting. On
Singh’s emphasis, mathematics was agreed
upon.

He was highly impressed that the pro-
posed vice-chancellor was a scholar of

Indians going to the US for education need to be informed about
the world-class institutions India has

The author is 
Emeritus Chairman,

LNJ Bhilwara

physics and was teaching it to
graduates of the mission college and
another monk, Mahan Maharaj,
was a great scholar of mathematics
and famous internationally.

The mission pointed out that
the mathematics education would
be expensive. Faculty will have to be
paid liberally. As there are Nobel
Laureates in other subjects, math-
ematics also has able laureates.
The mission wanted a grant of Rs
40 crore and Singh agreed to that.

The mission started looking for
a mathematics scholar to start this
course. Fortunately, there was a
Bengali mathematician, Abhijeet
Dutt, at the Kyoto University who
was engaged in research with
Japanese students. He was keen to
come to Bengal. With his coming
back, the RK Mission University
became a hub of mathematics in
India. The board of governors
included four monks of the mission
and four officials of the Ministry.
Singh nominated me on the board.
He told the mission that I had vast
experience in dealing with the
bureaucracy and that I would be
helpful. Thus I became a board
member.

Unfortunately, Arjun Singh
passed away in 2011. Dealing with
the ministry became difficult.

The senior Sanyasinis of Sarda
Math once came to visit the univer-
sity. Abhijeet Dutt welcomed them
in his half pants and a sports T-shirt.
The Sanyasinis were not very com-
fortable. Nobody told anything to
the professor but he started feeling
uncomfortable. He resigned and
went back to Kyoto. This was
unfortunate. I wish the mission had
handled the professor better.

After the demise of Arjun
Singh, I found my name had disap-

peared from the board without my
knowledge. I was not happy.

In 2020, I came across an IIT
dean. I informed him that I have
four thousand students studying for
higher secondary at four places
where we have schools. I request-
ed his assistance. He visited one of
our institutes and was highly
impressed with our research activ-
ities. We were looking forward to
some kind of association with IIT.
But nothing came up.

Recently, my daughter became
very enthusiastic for our schools.
Therefore, I fixed a meeting with the
Dean of an IIT. The Dean was warm
and he briefed me about their
activities in mathematics research
done by postgraduate mathemati-
cians.

Similarly, I am now associated
with the Harish-Chandra Maths
research institute at Allahabad.
With my daughter’s involvement
and my good health and alert
mind, I am hopeful that I will be
alive to see India produce an able
laureate in mathematics.

I requested the Vice-
Chancellor, Swami
Atmapriyanadaji, to include artifi-
cial intelligence and I donated Rs
15 lakh for that. He was also
thinking about artificial intelli-
gence. One of his students is teach-
ing artificial intelligence at the
South African University; he has
agreed to join soon. I hope some-
thing emerges.

I look across at my friends and
my own family. My grandson went
to the United States to study math-
ematics. After two years, he want-
ed to specialise in some branch of
mathematics whose expertise was
available at Cambridge; he moved
to Cambridge. I was hopeful that

he would make his mark interna-
tionally but he lost interest in math-
ematics.

It is difficult for me to evalu-
ate whether his education abroad
for five years did him some good.
He took up music and joined
Fayaaz Dagar, where I also joined
him to renew my interest in vocal
music. He lost interest in vocal
music too and joined sarod, and
moved to Bombay because his
teacher was in Poona.

One of my grandsons from my
daughter’s side did his graduation
abroad and entered the business. It
is difficult to conclude whether his
foreign education was helpful.

Similarly, my granddaughter
from my daughter's side did archi-
tecture in the US with great enthu-
siasm. On her return, she joined an
architecture firm where she did well.
But she is no longer in the field of
architecture.

The younger generation of rich
people is not accustomed to hard
work for a livelihood.

They are guided by their tem-
porary whims.

The US earns billions of dollars
from students coming from China
and India. India spends a large
amount in foreign exchange on
Indians studying abroad. Affluent
families send them abroad even
after higher secondary education.
After graduation, the US is well
equipped for studies in artificial
intelligence, space travel, mathemat-
ics, etc. But what do we get?

The Institute of Science in
Bangalore and the Atomic Research
Institute are world-class. IITs are
growing well. Indians going to the
US for education need to be
informed about the international
status of some such institutions.
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P
harmaceutical company Innova Captab Ltd has filed preliminary papers with
capital markets regulator Sebi to raise funds through an initial public offering
(IPO).The proposed IPO comprises fresh issuance of equity shares worth Rs

400 crore and an offer for sale (OFS) of 96 lakh equity shares by promoters and
other shareholders, according to the draft red herring prospectus (DRHP).
As part of the OFS, Manoj Kumar
ohariwala, Vinay Kumar Lohariwala
and Gian Parkash Aggarwal will sell 32
lakh shares each.At present, promoters
-- Manoj and Vinay -- hold 39.66 per
cent and 30.08 per cent stake,
respectively, in the company, while
Gian owns a 30.23 per cent holding in
the pharma firm.Besides, the company
may consider pre-IPO placement of
equity shares aggregating up to Rs 80
crore. If such a placement is
undertaken, the size of the fresh issue
will be reduced.

T
ata Steel Ltd is betting big on new technology development over the next three to
four years and has firmed up plans to pump in around Rs 1,200 crore as a part of
its endeavour to enter materials beyond steel , a top company official said.

In the new materials business, the steel giant has been focusing on graphene, which
can be mixed with plastic and recycled like brand-new products, among other
attributes, he said. Tata Steel is a leading
global producer of graphene-enriched
products - the biggest in the country and
among the top 10 in the world. "As far as
the new materials business is concerned,
the outlay in entire technology
development, including incubation, over
the next three to four years is about Rs
1,200 crore," Vice-President, Technology
& New Materials Business, Debashish
Bhattacharjee, told PTI. As compared to
"asset heavy" steel - the core of Tata
Steel, these new materials are asset light,
he said.

A
fter back-to-back downward corrections, steel prices are expected to rise from July
due to high input costs, an industry executive said on Wednesday."While coal price is
at Rs 17,000 a tonne, iron ore prices by Odisha Mineral Corporation are still high. It

is the main supplier of iron ore in Odisha," JSPL Managing Director V R Sharma told PTI
on the sidelines of an event organised by the Indian Chamber of Commerce here.
"The prices have already bottomed
out. There is no chance of reducing
them further. There will be an upward
price correction from Friday, July 1 by
(primary players) mainly on account
of higher input costs," he
said.Secondary steel makers have
already increased the price of rebars
by Rs 2,000 to Rs 55,000 per tonne
in the last four days, Sharma
said.There are various other factors
building pressure on steel makers,
Sharma said, adding there are issues
with the availability of coal. 

Pharma company Innova Captab files
IPO papers with Sebi

Tata Steel to spend Rs 1,200cr on new
technology development 

Steel prices likely to go up again from
July 1 on high input cost: JSPL MD

PNS n MUMBAI

RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das
on Wednesday emphasised the
need for proper interpretation
of data to facilitate more
informed decision making as it
will bring clarity in communi-
cation from decision makers as
well as formation of rational
expectations from market par-
ticipants.

"The importance of statistics
in public policy is well under-
stood. In the face of high
uncertainty brought on by the
COVID-19 pandemic, the dis-
cipline of statistics found itself
in greater spotlight. This
unprecedented global phe-
nomenon has tested human
endeavour in multiple facets
and magnitude," he said.

Speaking at the RBI's annu-
al 'Statistics Day Conference',
Das mentioned that lockdowns
in various countries, including
India, posed severe challenges
to the compilation and avail-
ability of data relating to the
spread of the pandemic, and its
impact on various economies
and the world urgently need-
ed solutions to a problem it had
never seen before.

Recalling India's experience

in data gathering, he said the
Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation
was compelled to publish
imputed figures for Consumer
Price Index (CPI) for two con-
secutive months during the
first wave of the pandemic in
2020 due to immense difficul-
ty in collection of prices for
many items.

He said statistical innova-
tions arising out of the pan-
demic disruption will have
long-lasting benefits and added
that the upheaval also posed

challenges to statistical agen-
cies to build more public trust
in the resulting statistics.

While new data sources
open up opportunities for offi-
cial statistics, he said it also
raises issues for the discipline.

"... statistics should focus on
laying down the pathway
towards proper interpretation
in the present world of data
abundance. This would facili-
tate more informed decision
making, clarity in communica-
tion from decision makers and
formation of rational expecta-

tions from market partici-
pants," Das said.

Observing that the develop-
ment of proper data quality
framework and ensuring data
privacy and data security has
assumed top priority, Das said
this was a central theme for the
recently held International
Association for Official
Statistics Conference in April
2022.Central banks on their
part are both producers and
users of statistics for policy
actions as well as for assessing
the outcomes of their actions.
They also need to establish
stronger communication of
their policies and actions in
such turbulent times, he noted.

Thus, central banks too had
to cope with all these chal-
lenges by focussing on alterna-
tive indicators and data sources
for monitoring the effects of
the pandemic in all its dimen-
sions.Talking about RBI, Das
said it has refocussed its statis-
tical endeavours during the
pandemic to ensure the conti-
nuity of its mission.

"RBI's past efforts in stream-
lining of data flow, investment
in technology and continuous
engagement with regulated
entities paid dividends. 

Proper interpretation of data 
key to informed decision-making

PNS n NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet on
Wednesday gave post facto
approval to the strategic part-
nership agreement with the
International Renewable
Energy Agency (IRENA)
which will help India in green
energy transition.

"The Union Cabinet chaired
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi was apprised of a
Strategic Partnership
Agreement signed between
the Ministry of New and
Renewable Energy (MNRE),
Government of India, and the
International Renewable
Energy Agency (IRENA)," an
official statement said.

According to the statement,
the Agreement was signed in
January 2022. The aim of the
Agreement is to drive ambi-
tion, leadership and knowledge
on green energy transitions
based on renewable energy in
India.It also stated that the
Union Cabinet has approved
the strategic partnership agree-
ment.The Agreement will help
India's energy transition efforts
and will also help the world in
combating climate change.

The areas of cooperation as
envisaged in the Strategic

Partnership Agreement will
support India in achieving its
ambitious target of 500 GW of
installed non-fossil fuel elec-
tricity capacity by 2030. This
in-turn will promote
Atmanirbhar Bharat.

The salient features of the
agreement include enhanced
cooperation in the areas such
as facilitating knowledge shar-
ing from India on scaling-up

renewable energy and clean
energy technologies.

It will also support India's
efforts on long term energy
planning and collaborate to
strengthen the innovation cli-
mate in India.The pact will also
focus on moving towards cost-
effective decarbonisation
through catalysing develop-
ment and deployment of green
hydrogen.

Cabinet gives post facto
approval to pact with IRENA

PNS n NEW DELHI

Exports of marine products
rose 30.26 per cent to USD
7.76 billion during 2021-22 as
against USD 5.96 billion in
previous fiscal year, the com-
merce ministry said on
Wednesday.

India shipped 13,69,264 MT
(metric tonne) of seafood
worth Rs 57,586.48 crore dur-
ing 2021-22.

"During 2021-22, the export
improved in rupee term by
31.71 per cent, in USD terms
by 30.26 per cent and in quan-
tity terms by 19.12 per cent,"
the ministry said in a state-
ment.

K N Raghavan, Chairman,
Marine Products Export
Development Authority

(MPEDA), said India managed
to do "all-time high" exports of
USD 7.76 billion.

Frozen shrimp remained
the major export item in terms
of quantity and value. Its ship-
ments stood at USD 5.82 bil-
lion last fiscal year. The seg-

ment accounts for 75.11 per
cent of the total dollar earn-
ings.

The US is the largest market
of frozen shrimp, followed by
China, the European Union,
South East Asia, Japan, and the
Middle East.

Marine exports up 30 pc to
nearly US$ 8 bn in FY22

Rupee falls 18 paise to
close at all-time low of
79.03 against US dollar
PNS n MUMBAI

The rupee depreciated 18 paise
to close at a record low of 79.03
(provisional) against the US
dollar on Wednesday, weighed
down by persistent foreign
capital outflows, a strong dol-
lar overseas and surge in crude
oil prices.At the interbank for-
eign exchange market, the
rupee opened lower at 78.86
against the greenback and
finally settled at 79.03, down 18
paise over its previous close.

During the session, the
rupee touched an all-time low
of 79.05 against the American
currency.On Tuesday, the
rupee plunged by 48 paise to
close at the record low of
78.85 against the US dollar.The
domestic unit has lost 1.97 per
cent so far this month and has
eroded a staggering 6.39 per
cent since the start of this year.

PNS n KOLKATA

Batteries and flashlights
maker Eveready Industries
India Ltd on Wednesday said
it is in the midst of a transfor-
mation that lays the road
map for a growth journey.

Chairing the company's
AGM virtually, Managing
Director Suvomoy Saha said
that Eveready is now actively
working towards improve-
ment in portfolio augmenta-
tion, reaching out to con-
sumers and process upgrada-
tion.

Saha said that the funda-
mental strengths of the busi-
nesses remain intact with a
solid brand, strong distribu-
tion reach and significantly
high market share in the core
categories of batteries and
flashlights.

The management of the
company is now purely
focused on harnessing these
strengths for delivery of
results. Some of the initiatives
may need some time to fruc-
tify, but directionally these are
for long-term and sustainable
value creation, he told share-
holders.

Eveready has exited from
the appliance business in the

second half of the last fiscal to
focus on core activity.

... the company's growth in
the recent past has been neg-
ligible. This is an identified
area for improvement.
Towards this, the company is
working to chart out a strat-
egy for growth and also
improve existing operational
areas, the MD said.

Speaking about the econo-
my and market, he said that
a slowdown in demand for
FMCG products was seen in
large parts of the market,
particularly rural ones due to
high inflation resulting from
geopolitical headwinds.

Turnover for the year was
down by 3.4 per cent primar-
ily due to a slow-down in the
Q4 in the core categories of
batteries and flashlights, and
also due to the gradual exit
from the appliance business in
the 2nd half, Saha said.

Eveready in midst of
transformation: MD

PNS n NEW DELHI

The Centre is working on
model bylaws to enable prima-
ry agriculture credit societies
(PACS) diversify from their
core business and allow them to
undertake several activities and
services to become viable, a top
Cooperation Ministry official
said on Wednesday.

The computerisation of all
functional 63,000 PACS, which
will commence this fiscal with
the Cabinet approving a budget
of Rs 2,516 crore, will bring
transparency in accounting and
book keeping, thereby facilitat-
ing them to diversify to other

activities smoothly, he said.
"The existing bylaws does not

allow PACS to diversify from
their core business. The Union
Cooperation Ministry is in the
process of drafting a model
bylaws to enable them to offer
several services and activities,"
the official said.

PACS will be allowed to
offer 20-odd services. They
will be allowed to work as
Bank Mitras and common ser-
vice centres (CSCs), provide
cold storage and godown facil-
ities, set up PDS shops besides
enabling them to work in dairy,
fishery, irrigation and biogas
sectors among others, he said.

"The draft 'model PACS
bylaws' will be ready in a month

and will seek comments from
the state governments. The

model bylaws will be advisory
in nature," he added.At present,

majority of PACS have not
computerised their operation
and still functioning manually
resulting in inefficiency and
trust deficit.

PACS constitute the lowest
tier of the three-tier short-
term cooperative credit in the
country comprising 13 crore
farmers as its members. At
present, there are 63,000 PACS
in the country and the Centre
has a target to set up 3 lakh
PACS by 2025.Besides a model
bylaws for PACs, the govern-
ment is working on a new
cooperation policy, setting up
of an university and develop a
data base of cooperatives.

PNS n NEW DELHI

The Indian direct selling indus-
try has reported retail sales of
USD 3.25 billion in 2021
(around Rs 27,650 crore) and
maintained its 12th place in the
global rankings, said a report
released by Washington-based
World Federation of Direct
Selling Associations (WFDSA).

The Indian direct selling
industry reported a growth of
7.7 per cent in 2021 and had a
CAGR (Compound Annual

Growth Rate) of 15.7 per cent
in the last three years from
2018 to 2021, grabbing sixth
position in the Asia Pacific
region, the report added.

The Indian direct selling
industry is led by companies,
including Amway, Avon,
Oriflame, Modicare, Herbalife
etc.US has emerged as the top
direct selling market account-
ing for 23 per cent of the total
sales with USD 42.67 billion
retail sales, said WFDSA
report.

It was followed by South
Korea and Germany, both con-
tributing equally 10 per cent of
the total global sales with
around USD 19 billion sales
from direct retail.

In 2021, the global direct
selling industry reported sales
of USD 186.10 billion, up 1.5
per cent in constant currency
terms, the WFDSA report
added.

During the period, wellness
category reported the highest
sales and contributed around

35 per cent of the global sales,
followed by the cosmetics &
personal care segment with 25
per cent.Top 10 countries,
including the US, Germany,
South Korea, China, Japan,
Malaysia, Brazil, Mexico,
France and Taiwan, con-
tributed 78 per cent of the
global sales."Excluding China
sales, the industry continued
growth with a three-year com-
pound annual growth rate of
3.8 per cent for the 2018-2021
period," the report said.

Indian direct selling industry reports US$ 3.25 billion sales

PNS n MUMBAI

Jet Airways is in discussions
with aircraft manufacturers
and lessors to lease 6-8 planes,
including some of those which
were to be delivered to Russian
carriers prior to the Ukraine
war, as it gets ready for the
relaunch, according to sources.

Moreover, the airline is also
negotiating with airport oper-
ators to secure slots with
"good" timings, they said.

Once a major player in the
Indian aviation space, the car-
rier has not flown since April
17, 2019 and is being revived
under the ownership of the
Jalan-Kalrock consortium.

Last month it got its air
operator certificate revalidat-
ed by the aviation safety regu-
lator DGCA.

"Aircraft availability is

always an issue but now due to
the Russia-Ukraine war, air-
craft which were to be deliv-
ered to Russia are also available
in the market along with those
leased planes which were fly-
ing in Russia," a source told
PTI.He said the airline is nego-
tiating with Both Boeing,
Airbus and the lessors, adding
that "discussions are at a very

high level and an announce-
ment is expected to be made
very soon."According to the
source, JetAirways is looking to
lease 6-8 aircraft by December.

Jet Airways confirmed that
the airline is in "advanced dis-
cussion"with the lessors and
original equipment manufac-
turer (OEMs) but did not
share specific details.

Jet Airways in talks with aircraft makers,
lessors to lease 6-8 planes by Dec

Stocks halt 4-day winning
run, Sensex down 150 pts
on weak global markets

PNS n MUMBAI

Snapping its four-day win-
ning run, benchmark Sensex
declined by over 150 points
on Wednesday due to profit
booking in IT, FMCG and
banking shares following
weak global trends and per-
sistent foreign capital out-
flows.

In a volatile session, the 30-
share BSE Sensex settled
150.48 points or 0.28 per
cent lower at 53,026.97 as 20
of its stocks ended with loss-
es. During the day, it tumbled
564.77 points or 1.06 per
cent to a low of 52,612.68
ahead of the expiry in the
derivatives segment on
Thursday.

The broader NSE Nifty
declined by 51.10 points or
0.32 per cent to 15,799.10
with 34 of its constituents
closing in the red.In the four-
day rally to Tuesday, Sensex
spurted by 2.59 per cent or
1,354 points while Nifty had
gained 2.84 per cent or 436
points.Among Sensex shares,
Hindustan Unilever fell the
most by 3.46 per cent.
IndusInd Bank, Axis Bank,
Bajaj Finserv, Wipro, HCL
Technologies, Titan, Kotak
Mahindra Bank and Bajaj
Finance were the other major
losers.

Bengaluru airport crosses 250
million passenger mark
PNS n BENGALURU

Kempegowda International
Airport, Bengaluru has achieved
a significant milestone by cross-
ing the 250 million passenger
mark during the last weekend of
June.The airport also achieved
two million air traffic move-
ments (ATMs) since its opening
in 2008 and it is the fastest air-
port under public-private part-
nership (PPP) model in south
India to achieve this

milestone.The addition of new
carriers along with the introduc-
tion of new routes and rising pas-
senger numbers on existing
routes has led to this accomplish-
ment, the airport said in a state-
ment on Wednesday."While the
pandemic has meant that traffic
growth over the past two years
has been slower than usual, the
airport has historically grown
very fast, as evidenced by how
quickly the airport has reached
some of these milestones," it said.

NIIF invests US$ 300
mn in DP World's
container terminal arm
PNS n MUMBAI

Indian government-promoted
National Investment and
Infrastructure Fund (NIIF) on
Wednesday said it has invest-
ed USD 300 million or Rs 2,250
crore for a 22.5 per cent stake
in Hindustan Ports, a local arm
of UAE's DP World.This is the
single largest investment by
NIIF's master fund and takes
the vehicle's total investment in
DP World's India arms to USD
500 million, as per an official
statement.Hindustan Ports
operates five container termi-
nals, managing more than 5
million TEU or standard 20-ft
container unit capacity, and
accounts for a market share of
over 20 per cent. It operates two
terminals in Mumbai, and one
each at Mundra, Chennai and
Cochin, NIIF said in a state-
ment.

"The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister

Narendra Modi was apprised of a Strategic

Partnership Agreement signed between the

Ministry of New and Renewable Energy

(MNRE), Government of India, and the

International Renewable Energy Agency

(IRENA)," an official statement said.

Centre working on model bylaws to allow diversification of  PACS 
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SHIKHA DUGGAL

newborn baby and
their parents are the
purest forms of
attachment that
you'll see around
and Dr. Shilpi

Reddy, the founder of a beauti-
ful initiative called KIIMS
Cuddles, is propagating how
parents can instinctively care
and nurture for the child along
with their own wellness, which is
so very important in today's life. 

Motherhood, and in fact,
fatherhood, changes you inside
and out. As parents adjust to a
new life with a baby, it’s impor-
tant to remember that their
minds and emotions are also
changing, so the gynaecologist
should be sure to give them the
support they need to move away
from a routine check-up. She's
instead on a bigger mission.

She narrated to us how preg-
nant women had a gala time in
the infotainment carnival once,
where mothers-to-be walked the
ramp and celebrated the joy of
pregnancy during the event. 

And, not to forget, this is her
personal agenda. “I'm doing all of
this for 360-degree holistic care,
it doesn't end with giving my
patients medicine. The nine
months should be a memorable
time and not only nauseous for
the woman and stressful for the
man to watch her spouse undergo
these blatant changes. Most

importantly, I only encourage
normal delivery. All these
changes can only be made when
we create the right awareness
amongst the crowd about child-
care. It's a dire need to incorpo-
rate health and wellness pro-
grammes into every hospital now.
For example, organic food or
organic farming is the way to go.
At the same time, spiritual holis-
tic like water yoga is as important
as the above pointers. Because
emotions go on a rollercoaster
ride during these days,” she
informs us.

But, why is she stressing so
much about normal delivery and
not a caesarean? Well, she
responds, "Because women are
going for the latter method only
out of fear. It's against mother
nature. All of a sudden, the
Telangana state government has
realised that the caesarean rates
are increasing in the city, even in
government hospitals. Sigh. Now,
they want the doctors to convince
mothers to go for normal deliver-
ies when the whole system has

turned upside-down. What can
we do? Women go onto Google
search bars which indicate to
them that labour means pain and
pregnancy means stress. I have
had a team for the past five years,
who are equally passionate about
KIIMS Cuddles. Let me clarify,
the hospital doesn't sponsor us.
They are only for branding pur-

poses.” New moms struggle with
anxiety over a number of things,
from fear of something happen-
ing to the baby to not making
enough breastmilk. Disrupted
sleep and being overtired can
amplify these feelings. And she's
doing it all while praising the
positive changes in her life.

She recalls, “The idea of being
pregnant came to me when I was
34 years old because I was so
engrossed in work. From the time
I delivered preterm twins, we
adopted a sustainable lifestyle for
healthier choices in life. Then
again, I conceived spontaneously
at the age of 39, and it's all
because we are all healthy. I am
adding my personal money to
this initiative. KIIMS Cuddles
also talks about infertility issues
and removing infertility in men
as taboo. They have been pretty
successful.” 

She states, “Obesity is on the
rise, substance use is exploited,
then there is radiation and all
kinds of pollutants, or crops with
pesticides, they are all in our
bodies causing infertility some-
times. They impact the quality of
the sperm. The effort towards
parenthood actually starts even
before pregnancy. Nearly half of
all fertility treatments, especially
in-vitro fertilisation, are due to
male infertility. Their sperm are
susceptible to stress too. Even
caffeine-containing soft drinks
appear to have negative effects on
semen volume, sperm count, and
sperm concentration. So, all this
is happening in this new world.” 

However, KIIMS cuddles con-
tinue to make parents confident
about handling pregnancy, but
with joy.

HANDLING
PREGNANCY

WWIITTHH JJOOYYA

For this 

week’s edition 

of Community Wise,

The Pioneer brings

to you an initiative

called KIIMS

Cuddles by Dr. Shilpi

Reddy.

Created in Paris and
Cultivated in India,
The Pioneer brings
to you the journey

behind label Genes
Lecoanet Hemant,

and Lecoanet
Hemant being the

only designer to ever
exhibit at La Cité de

la dentelle et de la
mode de Calais

‘French’nable & chic

K. RAMYA SREE

B
orn out of zest for cou-
ture, Frenchman Didier
Lecoanet and Indo

German Hemant Sagar com-
menced their fashion journey
in the late 80s in Paris and
established a new language of
style with the soul of impecca-
ble Haute Couture perfection.

With label Genes Lecoanet
Hemant, they have also crafted

their own niche in Ready To
Wear over the past 8 spectacu-
lar years.

Now, Genes Lecoanet
Hemant is working towards
achieving complete sustainabil-
ity in the future and recently
introduced Ayurvastra in the
mix, a concept borrowed from
its sister brand Ayurganic

After 40 years in fashion, the
universe of Lecoanet

Hemant remains a progressive
and tasteful one. 

Not just that, Lecoanet
Hemant is the only designer to
ever exhibit at La Cité de la
dentelle et de la mode de
Calais. What makes this the
perfect collaboration between
your brand and the museum.

“It is a matter of great hon-
our for us that The Calais
Museum Of Lace and Fashion
presented its first ever retro-
spective exhibition dedicated

to the house of Lecoanet
Hemant. The museum has
famously hosted the legendary
archives of the stalwarts of
haute couture from Cristobal
Balenciaga and Hubert de
Givenchy to more modern
voices like Olivier Theyskens
and Iris Van Herpen,” tells
Hemant Sagar in an exclusive
interview with The Pioneer. 

‘The Orientalists of Haute

Couture:
Lecoanet
Hemant’
unveils more than forty years
of creations blending the art of
French couture with the spirit
of the East. From the first cre-
ations produced by Lecoanet
Hemant in its initial incarna-
tion as a Paris-based haute
couture house to the shift to
ready-to-wear, more than 80
silhouettes underline the savoir
faire synonymous with
Lecoanet Hemant.

Taking us through their
early days, Hemant informs us,
“Didier and I met in Paris, as
students at the Ecole de la
Chambre Syndicale de Couture
Parisienne. There was a lot of
mutual respect and admiration
of our individual journeys, as
we studied the art of couture at
the epicenter of high fashion.
The journey of Lecoanet
Hemant began in 1981 with
our first store in Rue du
Faubourg Saint Honoré. The
inaugural collection, in part-
nership with Cartier Haute
Joaillerie, earned us the presti-
gious membership of Chambre
Syndicale de la Couture
Parisienne, the governing body
of high fashion. The label was
an organic reflection of our
design philosophy. It was the
coming together of our her-
itage, lived experiences and a
common vision for authentici-
ty.” He further adds, “The
house won the Golden
Thimble known as Le de d’or
(the Oscar equivalent of Haute

Couture), the Swarovski
Creation Prize 2005, and the
Designer of the Year Award,
Miami 2007. Select creations
are now in the permanent col-
lection at London’s Victoria
and Albert Museum,
Deutsches Museum, Berlin,
and the Musée des Arts de la
Mode, Paris and now find a
home at the prestigious La Cité
de la dentelle et de la mode de
Calais.”

As the fashion landscape
changed, it marked a new
dawn in the brand’s trajectory.
Lecoanet Hemant moved the
business metaphorically, from
couture to ready-to-wear, and
also physically, from Paris to
New Delhi. This saw the con-
ception of Genes and
Ayurganic. Over the years, they
have taken inspiration from
various cultures and conti-
nents. When asked why this
has been an important aspect
for the brand, he tells us,
“Travel has always been instru-
mental in developing our var-
ied inspirations. The unusual
amalgamation of east and west
is expressed through modula-
tions of signature drape remi-
niscent of the sari. It seemed
like the obvious step to com-
bine cultures, to forge a vision
that thrives on diversity. The
theme of nature has also
appeared in the very first col-
lections, with pieces made
from plant, animal and mineral

based materials: raffia, wood,
shells, rice paper to name a
few.”

According to the designer
the fashion landscape in India
is very unique, inherently
dependent on its strong tradi-
tional and cultural roots. He
finds it refreshing to see some
of those voices find space
internationally. 

Admired everywhere, the
French fashion and the French
style is known in the whole
world as a classy and elegant
style, describing his favourite
pieces from their brand, he
shares, “The thing with haute
couture is that each piece of
creation is nurtured and
brought to life with love and
skill. Every piece is a sacred
element that lends voice to the
house’s vocabulary. One sil-
houette that embodied our
philosophy of gesturing at the
brand’s eastern roots is the
white linen dress from the
White Coats collection. It was
crucial for us to draw inspira-
tion from culture but never
appropriate. Taking cue from a
sari, the dress envelops the
body in a diagonal spiral flow-
ing into a full skirt that fea-
tures a mid-thigh slit. What
looks simplistic to the viewer is
actually an elaborate construc-
tion that supports the flowing

skirt and the moulded top into
one silhouette. In its essence it
is kind of an anti-sari, taking
away the volume of the silhou-
ette while maintaining the
movement.”

Furthermore, telling us more
about the Ramie display at this
exhibition, he shares, “Our
approach to fashion has always
had a strong ecological bend.
Sustainability is an ever evolv-
ing way of being for us. It is
about how we look at our
methods and transform it for a
better tomorrow. This culmi-
nated in our effort to promote
Ramie, one of the world’s old-
est textile plants. The exhibi-
tion presents a selection of
objects created by established
Indian designers, made from
Ramie- a locally grown, organ-
ic, ant-bacterial fibre which is a
member of the nettle family
and a far more sustainable
alternative to other fibres in
the market. In collaboration
with the government of
Meghalaya, the project will
also provide a source of
income to the many plantation
farmers of the region. The
unique geographical position
of Meghalaya ensures abun-
dant natural water supply
through rainfall- ensuring
there is no carbon footprint
from its agriculture at all.”

one in a
matter of
seconds, a
signature
can reveal a
lot about

your personality. A
signature’s style and
patterns reflect your
inner feelings, emo-
tions, and approach to
life. For fans of Shahid
Kapoor, his signature
or autographs can be a
peek into his personas
off the camera. Read
on to know with
graphologist Sudhir
Kove what Shahid’s
signature says about
him as a person, hus-
band, and thinker.

“People with signa-
tures like that of
Shahid Kapoor tend
to prioritize individ-
ual needs over collectivist
needs. A proper mumma’s
boy, Shahid is more fun as a
friend than a typical hus-
band or so says his signature.
He signs only with his first
name, Shahid. It signifies
that he is an excellent friend
and coworker to hang out
with,” tells the logo guru.
When it comes to marriage,
he has his own ways of doing
things. Many a time, his
partner may have to sacrifice
her style but Shahid will not
sacrifice or give up his way
of doing things. Despite
being a lovable husband, he
likes to have an upper hand
at home. “His signature is
the sign of someone being a
good administrator and
manager. He will also be
flamboyant and stylish,
which is good for actors. His
signature is illegible in
nature, which means after
the first initial, it is not visi-

ble enough. It makes the
person impatient and prone
to losing investments. Such a
person may try to force his
success early, say, taking a
project before he is ready. At
the same time, the S
that he makes shows
that he faces chal-
lenges from the peo-
ple he is sympathetic
with, like his employ-
ees, co-workers, kids
or even animals,”
reveals Sudhir. His
signature also means
that he’s a fast thinker,
so he’s quick-witted
during interviews.
The way he signs his
D shows he’s intelli-
gent and likes to do
his research. He has to
be convinced before
he does anything. So
he’s truthful and open
about his feelings,
rather than hiding

behind the curtain.
The underscore also
talks about him doing
the things he believes
in. His signature has a
slant of 45 degrees,
which means he has
unending dreams and
a growth mindset. He
expects a lot from
himself. He allows
himself to flow freely
and organically and
doesn't believe in
over-planning. The
spaced-out signature
indicates that he
enjoys his indepen-
dence and wants oth-
ers to enjoy it as well.
“Shahid is all for bod-
ily movement. He has
strong physical urges,
and he likes devoting
all of his energy to
completing chores

and engaging in physical
activities that require his
body to move such as sports,
dancing, and physical inti-
macy,” concluded Sudhir
Kove.

Here is what Shahid
Kapoor’s signature

reveals about him
d
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CALVIN AND HOBBES
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Rules
l Each row and column can

contain each number (1 to 9)
exactly once.

l The sum of all numbers in
any row or column must
equal 45.

A
ctress Kamakshi
Bhaskarla, and
Priya Inturu,

and other models
graced their
presence at the date
announcement
event of Aarnikha
Premium Jewellery
Exhibit, on July 9
and July 10 at Hotel
Park Hyatt, Banjara
Hills in Hyderabad.
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D
r Tamilisai Soundararajan, Governor of Telangana, in the Presence of Ajay Mishra, IAS, Former special Chief Secretary, Government Of
Telangana, and Ketan Agarwal Director Swachh Adhikar India, unveiled the Book on ‘PR-A Tool for Success’ written by Dr Ajai
Agarwal at Raj Bhavan in Hyderabad.

A
DP India has reasserted its commitment to safety, welfare,
and sustainability in their CSR mission for the quarter. The
company has hosted a sapling plantation drive to revitalize

the Nanakramguda area of Hyderabad, and its office premises in
Wadgaon Sheri area of Pune. In the scorching Hyderabad sun,
over 100 associates at ADP India participated in this plantation
drive to champion the cause of environmental preservation and
regeneration.

LISTINGS

N
ovotel
Hyderabad
Airport is

throwing an oriental
treat for its patrons. A
gorgeous spread of
classical Asian food
encompassing several
regional cuisines like
East Asian, Central
and Western Asian to
Middle Eastern delica-
cies would be a part of
the extensive spread.
The menu is curated
by Chef Varun Movva
and his talented
brigade of the culinary
team which serves the
right balance between
innovation and deli-
cate flavours from the
region. ‘Food
Exchange’ where the

buffet would be laid
will also be done up in
Asian accents and
décor to compliment
the feel and mimic the
pan Asian vibe.

Date: July 4th
onwards

Time: 7:00 pm -
11:00 pm

Location: Food
Exchange, Novotel
Hyderabad Airport

Type of meal and
inclusions: Buffet
with live counters and
special welcome
drinks

Price: Adults INR
2250 + GST and Kids
(6 years to 12 years)
INR 1250 + GST

Contact Details:
+91 88860 64430

PAN ASIAN FOOD FESTIVAL
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. Z
olve
announced a
scholarship

programme for
incoming Fall ‘22
batch students
going to study in
the U.S. Zolve has
the highest market
share in financial
services for Indian
students in the U.S
of Indian-based
neobanks and has
more than 300k
sign-ups on its app.
Students can apply
for a scholarship by
signing up on the
Zolve website dur-
ing the offer period
with the referral
code ZSCHOLAR.
Participants can

then complete the
scholarship appli-
cation process by
submitting the
basic KYC docu-
ments including a
copy of their pass-
port. The winners
would be selected
on the basis of
sweepstakes and all
the participants
hold an equal
chance of winning.
Sweepstakes ends
at 9:29am IST and
11:59:59 p.m. EST
on September 30,
2022.  Zolve will
deposit the schol-
arship amount
directly in the win-
ners’ Zolve
accounts.

P
icture this,
KFC’s signa-
ture flavorful

Chicken Popcorn,
tender on the inside
but unbelievably
crispy on the out-
side, served on a
bed of crispy
Nachos, and sauced
to perfection. Well,
we aren’t being dra-
matic or unreal. In
what could be called
the crunchiest col-
laborations in
recent times, KFC
India has
announced an
unbelievable part-
nership with
PepsiCo’s Doritos,
to launch its newest

innovation, KFC
Popcorn Nachos.
Nothing could be as
LIT as this, because
for the first time
ever in India, this
collab brings
together two crispy
OG foods to make
the best version of
nachos you have
ever had. And wait,
it’s not just that.
Accompanying KFC
Popcorn Nachos are
two delectable, spe-
cially curated
sauces; Masala Salsa
and Cheesy
Jalapeno which are
sure to tingle the
palate.

POPCORN NACHOS by KFC



K
amal Hassan starrer
Vikram, which has
grossed a world-

wide box office collection
of Rs. 400Cr to date, will
have its OTT premiere on
Disney+ Hotstar from
July 8, 2022. 

The heavy downpour
of praises and critical
acclaim upon Kamal
Haasan’s ever-biggest
magnum opus Vikram
continues to capture the
spotlight. The movie has-
n’t just surprised and
enthralled the Indian
trade circles alone, but
has left the International

markets awe-
stricken as well. 

Written and
directed by
Lokesh
Kanagaraj,
Kamal Haasan-
Vijay
Sethupathi-Fahadh
Faasil-Suriya starrer
Vikram had its worldwide
theatrical release on June
3, 2022. From the single
word
‘Aarambikkalaangala’
uttered by Kamal Haasan
in the curtain-raiser teas-
er to the ‘Paathukalaam’
in the trailer, every single

punch word has
become the
chant of his
hard-core fans. 

Kamal
Haasan’s rejuve-
nated looks and
herculean charis-
ma, Fahadh
Faasil’s sparkling
performance,
Vijay Sethupathi’s
terrorizing
antagonist act,
and Suriya’s over-
powering cameo
together left the
fans in ultimate
enthrallment.
Besides,
Filmmaker
Lokesh
Kanagaraj’s profi-
ciency in build-
ing LCU (Lokesh
Cinematic
Universe), by
bringing in a few
characters from
Kaithi and
extending them
for the future
instalments
excited fans to
the core. The
emblazoning
visuals of Girish
Gangadharan

and the spellbinding
musical score by Anirudh
Ravichander turned out
to be the ultimate icing
on the cake. 

Vikram will be available
on Disney+ Hotstar in
Tamil, Telugu, Kannada,
Malayalam and  Hindi
from July 8, 2022,
onwards.
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V
idyasagar, the hus-
band of well-known
south actress Meena,

passed away at a private
hospital in the city on
Tuesday night. He was 48.
Sources close to the actress
said that Vidyasagar was

diagnosed with a lung ail-
ment in March this year and
had to be treated for it.
Prior to that, he was down
with COVID-19, but had
managed to recover from it.

The health condition of
Vidyasagar, who was hospi-
talised for the treatment of
his lung problem, worsened
on Tuesday night and he
passed away around 7 p.m.
Meena, who has worked
extensively in Tamil, Telugu,

Kannada, and Malayalam
cinema for over three
decades has been a part of
several critically acclaimed
superhits including
Drishyam and more.

K. RAMYA SREE

S
hreyas Talpade, an
actor, director, and pro-
ducer, known for his
work majorly in Hindi
and Marathi cinema, is
now a popular name
even in the
Tollywood industry,
thanks to his dub-
bing for Allu Arjun
in Pushpa: The
Rise. 

The actor also
agrees to the fact
that his fandom
increased even
more after he

dubbed the film
in Hindi, and
he is now gear-
ing up for
Pushpa 2. Just
like any other
Allu Arjun fan,
even Shreyas is
equally excited to
experience

Pushpa 2, given
how successful the

first edition was.
Shreyas Talpade

began his career with
Iqbal and has since

produced blockbusters
such as Om Shanti Om,

Golmaal Series, Welcome to
Sajjanpur, Pushpa, The Lion
King, Kaun Pravin Tambe,
and many others. He is now
coming up with a new
Bollywood film that he is
directing and acting in.
While we got in touch with
him over the phone,
Shreyas informed us, “The
film is titled Sarkar Ki Seva
Mein and it is inspired by
true incidents about one
taxi driver who wanted to
get into government ser-
vice, but he couldn’t initial-
ly. We are almost through
with the shoot. It will most
probably be done by
August.”

Speaking of what he
enjoyed the most about
Pushpa, he said, “I first
loved the whole film. When
I first saw the film, I was
blown away by the way it
was structured, the
vengeance, and the way it
was presented and treated.
Everything about the film
was quite amazing to me,
and that is what made me
say yes to the dub for the
film. Moreover, I am a huge
admirer of Allu’s work. I
always enjoyed his work,
whether it was Ala
Vaikuntapuramlo or

Pushpa. When I started
dubbing, I was actually
visualising myself on
screen. Every actor wants to
do a film like this. I don’t
know when I will get to do
a film like this, but until
then, I felt I could at least
feel myself in that role and
dub accordingly. I only
visualised myself doing
those stunts, romance and
everything. The love people
showered on me was quite
phenomenal.”

He further went on to
add, “The amount of love I
got from kids was most pre-
cious. When I saw young
people making reels of my
dialogues, I felt very happy.”

Meanwhile, he informed
us that he has no idea about
Pushpa 2. All that he knows
is that the shooting of the
film is underway and that
he would be more than
happy to dub for Pushpa 2
and that he has a special
place for Pushpa in his
heart. He feels dubbing for
Pushpa 2 would be a bigger
challenge if at all that hap-
pens, given the bars the
film sets amongst the audi-
ence.

Shreyas attributes his
approach to the films he

makes to his theater back-
ground. But what is his
favourite genre of film? He
answered, “Although I like
comedy, I love drama.
Drama is where there is
emotion, romance, and
then there are bonds and
relationships. Relationship-
based stories are what I
enjoy more. In a big way or
small, I like to include
humour in my films, but
the drama genre is my
interest.”

We also asked him about
his views on the talent
exchange between South
Indian films and
Bollywood. He informed us,
“There is nothing wrong
with talent exchange. I don’t
understand the negativity
around it. Today, there is an
audience waiting for true
and fresh content. While
they worship their heroes,
people want fresh content.
So now is the time to
exchange creativity, talent,
and content, and I see noth-
ing wrong with it simply
because a few Bollywood
films have underperformed
while South Indian films
have performed well. This is
a great opportunity for all
of us.”

Shreyas Talpade, who had
already made his name in
the Hindi and Marathi
film, became an even
more popular name in the
Tollywood industry after
dubbing for Pushpa: The
Rise. The Pioneer

connects with the actor for
an exclusive
interview
about his
upcoming
Bollywood
film, and his
excitement for
dubbing for
Pushpa 2

T
he release of
actress
Samantha

Ruth Prabhu's
upcoming movie,
Gunashekhar’s
woman-centric sci-
fi thriller Yashoda,
has most likely been
delayed.

Yashoda was slat-
ed to premiere on
August 12, but the
makers are now said
to be looking for a
new release date.
They have, however,
not made a formal
announcement to
this effect, nor an
explanation for the
postponement.

The upcoming
drama Yashoda is a
survival thriller

about an impris-
oned woman,
played by Ruth
Prabhu. It was origi-
nally shot in Telugu
but is now sched-
uled to be released
in Tamil,
Malayalam,
Kannada, and Hindi
after being dubbed.

In addition to
Ruth Prabhu, other
notable actors in the
movie include
Varalaxmi
Sarathkumar, Rao
Ramesh, Unni
Mukundan, Murali
Sharma, Sampath
Raj, Shatru,
Madhurima, Divya
Sripada, Priyanka
Sharma, and
Kalpika Ganesh.

Release of

Yashoda
delayed? 

he
Indian
cinema
is all
set to

see a plethora of
big-budget films
releasing next
year showcasing
some really
exciting new
pairings as well,
case in point, is
the Prabhas and
Kriti Sanon star-
rer and Om
Raut directorial,
Adipurush.

While we
hoped that
extremely
power-packed
performers like

Kriti and
Prabhas sharing
the screen
together would
definitely be a
treat for all fans
and also
romance lovers,
a source close to
the film has con-
firmed the same.

A source close
to the film who
has seen some
bits and pieces
of it, shares,
“Last week, the
entire cast and
film team had
gotten together
at director Om
Raut’s house to
celebrate what

they have
achieved till now
and to see how
the film is shap-
ing up. They
also watched
some of Kriti
and Prabhas’
scenes, which
have turned out
very well. The
chemistry
between them
has translated
beautifully, they
just make for a
fabulous pair on
screen.”

Adipurush is
all set to hit the
big screens on
January 12,
2023.

t

or the past few days, Telugu
media has been buzzing with
rumours that Tollywood singing
duo Vedala Hemachandra and
Sravana Bhargavi are about to call

it quits on their nine-year marriage. Now
that the couple has dismissed the rumours,
they have come up with quirky posts on
their socials.

Hemachandra, a renowned playback
singer and dubbing artist, has finally spo-
ken out about reports that he and his wife
Sravana Bhargavi, a well-known singer and
TV anchor, are divorcing.

Hemachandra posted a humorous mes-
sage on his Instagram account to deny all
the rumours. “Unnecessary, irrelevant, stu-
pid information spreads much faster than
my independent songs,” Hemachandra's
topsy-turvy Instagram post reads.

Hemachandra's wife, a singer too,
Sravana Bhargavi, took to her Instagram to

covey, “In the past few days, My Youtube
views have gone up, My Instagram follow-
ers have increased, I'm getting more work
than I usually do, I'm earning more than I
usually do. Good call. Right or wrong,
Media is a blessing Random Thought.”
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Singer couple denies rumours of separation

Actress Meena’s
husband passes away

Kriti Sanon, Prabhas to
share sizzling chemistry

in Adipurush

S
uperstar Mahesh Babu

has met Microsoft
founder Bill Gates in

the United States.
Gates, Babu, and his wife

Namrata Shirodkar posed
for a picture together.

Babu is now on vacation
in the United States. His
wife and kids have been

showing off pictures from
their trip over the last few

days. His recent pictures
from the vacation, have
been trending on social

media platforms for a while
now.

On the work front, Babu
just scored a super hit with

the movie Sarkaru Vaari
Paata, and will next be

directed by Ala
Vaikunthapuramu Loo fame
Trivikram Srinivas. He also

has a movie
with SS

Rajamouli.

Dubbing for Pushpa 2 will

be a bigger challenge:

Shreyas Talpade
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PTI nMALAHIDE

D
eepak Hooda hit a master-
class maiden century as India
survived a mighty scare before

defeating Ireland by four runs in a
nail-bitting high-scoring second T20
International to sweep the two-
match series here on Tuesday.

Hooda scored 104 off 57 balls to
become only the fourth Indian to hit
a T20 International ton, while Sanju
Samson contributed 77 off 42 balls to
power India to a mammoth 225 for
seven after opting to bat.

Ireland took the chase to the last
over with skipper Andy Balbirnie (60
off 37), Paul Stirling (40 off 18), Harry
Tector (39 off 28) and George
Dockrell (34 not out off 16) shinning
bright but they eventually fell short
as rookie India pacer Umran Malik
defended 17 runs in the final over.

Opting to bat, Hooda showed he
belonged to the big stage with his
scintillating stroke play, both off the
front and backfoot.

While Hooda was elegant and at
ease on the frontfoot, he was equal-
ly good on the backfoot, dispatching
the ball over the midwicket bound-
ary for a few sixes.

Hooda decorated his knock with
nine fours and six hits over the fence.

He was ably supported by Sanju
Samson, who, opening the batting in
place of injured Ruturaj Gaikwad,
played second fiddle but grabbed his
opportunity with both hands.

Both Hooda and Samson's
strokeplay down the ground were a
treat for the eyes.

Ireland made a rollicking start to
their chase, with Stirling and Balbirnie
sharing 72 runs for the opening wick-
et off just 34 balls. Stirling went ham-
mer and tongs from the world go.

Stirling took Bhuvneshwar
Kumar to task, hitting the bowler for
a six and three boundaries to pick up
18 runs from the opening over.

Stirling then clobbered skipper
Hardik Pandya for a six. The open-

ing duo continued their attacking dis-
play to notch up Ireland's 50 for no
loss in just four overs.

Leg-spinner Ravi Bishnoi broke
the dangerous-looking 72-run open-
ing stand in the sixth over, cleaning
up Stirling.

In his next over, Bishnoi had
Balbirnie stumped by Ishan Kishan
but it turned out to be a massive no
ball.

Balbirnie utilised the chance and
clobbered all the Indian bowlers to all
parts of the ground to keep Ireland
at par with the asking rate.

He was particularly severe on
young pace sensation Malik, dis-
patching the pacer's short deliveries
over the fence as Ireland brought up
their 100 in nine overs for the loss of
two wickets.

Balbirnie notched up his sixth
T20 International 50 off 34 balls and
continued his onslaught for some
time before being caught by Bishnoi
off Harshal Patel.

But Tector, Dockrell and Mark
Adair (23 not out off 12 balls) kept
Ireland in the hunt till the last ball
from which the hosts needed a six to

win the match and draw the series.
Adair, however, could manage just
one run as Malik lived up to his cap-
tain's call.

Earlier, India did not have the
best of starts as they lost Ishan
Kishan (3) early. The left-handed
opener once again wasted an oppor-
tunity, nicking a Mark Adair delivery
to Lorcan Tucker behind the stumps
in the third over.

Hooda and Samson joined hands
and the duo batted effortlessly, albeit
handing two difficult chances, to
share 176 runs off just 85 balls to lay

the foundation for India's huge total.
It was a one-way traffic after

Kishan's dimissal as Hooda and
Samson toyed with the Irish bowlers
and did not let them settle down.

Except for a difficult chance
which Paul Stirling dropped at extra
off in the eight over, Hooda played a
perfect knock.

Samson too was handed a life in
the ninth over when leg-spinner
Gareth Delany dropped a difficult
caught-and-bowled chance.

Samson too played some delight-
ful strokes, particularly off the back-

foot during his hallf-century knock.
He, however, was cleaned up by Adair
in the 17th over.

Hooda brought up his maiden
T20I century off 55 balls with a sin-
gle to join the likes of Rohit Sharma,
KL Rahul and Suresh Raina in the
elite club of only four Indian centu-

rions in the format.
Once Hooda departed at the

team score of 212, Surya Kumar
Yadav (15) and skipper Hardik
Pandya (13 not out) tried to acceler-
ate the scoring but failed as India lost
three wickets for the addition of just
14 runs in the last two overs. 

PTI n MALAHIDE

The big-hitting Deepak
Hooda believes himself to

be "a warrior" when faced with
the task of tackling the new ball
in conditions favourable to
bowlers.

Because, according to him,
there is no other option but to
just face the challenges head on
when batting at the top of the
order.

Riding his powerful strik-
ing abilities, Hooda hogged
the limelight with a 57-ball 104
in India's second T20
International against Ireland
here on Tuesday.

Batting at number three,
Hooda became only the fourth
Indian batter to score a centu-
ry in the shortest format.

"I've never opened in an
international game, but being a
top-order batsman, you have to
cope up to the challenges and
you don't have any option.

"And if you don't have any
option, then why don't you go
there like a warrior. That's how
I think, and things turned in my
way. I'm happy about that," said
Hooda after the match.

With young talents burst-
ing at the seams, the 27-year-old
all-rounder admitted that it is
not easy to get into, and retain,
one's place in the Indian team.

"To be honest, yes it is dif-

ficult to find a spot in the Indian
team and then staying there.
But at the same time when
you're playing in India colours,
that time you never think about
yourself, you think about the

team.
"That's what I think about

on the ground 'How can I con-
tribute to the team in that sit-
uation'. I don't think more
than that, try to keep things
simple. Yes, it's a matter of pride
for me that I'm playing for
India, no matter if I'm scoring
or not," said Hooda.

Walking in following the
dismissal of opener Ishan
Kishan in the third over, Hooda
smashed nine boundaries and
six sixes to score his maiden
T20I century.

"To be honest, the Irish
team played really well against
us and we enjoyed playing
against them.

"Between the first and sec-
ond game, I think there was a
difference in the pitch. In the
first game, the conditions were
overcast and the wicket was
damp. But today the wicket was
very good for batting, as is clear
by the way both teams batted.
So I felt the wicket was a big fac-
tor."

Hooda also revealed that a
mindset change recently has
helped him perform better.

"Being a cricketer, what

I've learnt lately is that you
should not think too far ahead.
How many ever series, look at
it one game at a time. If my
work ethic is good, I'm going to
be in a good space of mind and
I'm going to score, that's my
thinking.

"Try to keep it simple, live
in the present, play the situation
well, and then automatically the
outcome will come. Now or
later, it will come," Hooda said.

During the course of the
India innings, Hooda was asso-
ciated in a record-breaking sec-
ond-wicket partnership of 176
runs with Sanju Samson, who
scored a career-best 77 on his
return to the team.

It is the highest partnership
by an India pair for any wick-
et in the format, surpassing the
previous best of 165 by Rohit
Sharma and KL Rahul in 2017
against Sri Lanka in Indore.

"To be honest, I was com-
ing from a good IPL and want-
ed to follow the same perform-
ance. Happy with my intent. I
like playing in that manner
(aggressive) and these days I am
batting up the order so getting
some time.

PTI n DUBAI 

Pakistan captain Babar Azam
has surpassed India's Virat

Kohli in becoming the world
No 1 T20I batter for the longest
period of time after he maintained
his top spot in the latest ICC T20
batting rankings.

Kohli was the No 1 ranked
T20I batter for a total of 1,013
days during his reign last
decade, but Babar
has now surpassed
this number follow-
ing his long-stand-
ing stay at the top.

Among others, Ishan
Kishan slipped two places but
Deepak Hooda and Sanju Samson
made huge gains at the ICC T20I
Player Rankings following their
sensational innings at the second
and final T20I against Ireland.

Left-handed batter Kishan
slumped to number 7 after scor-
ing 26 and 3 in the two T20s
against Ireland but Hooda, who
smashed 47 in the first game
and a maiden century in the

second match to power India to a series-clinch-
ing four-run win, galloped 414 places to 104th.

Samson was also rewarded for his knock of
77 as he reached the 144th spot in the batting
chart.

Ireland's Harry Tector gained a massive 55
places to reach 66th position among bat-

ters with scores of 39 and 64 not out in
the rankings, which was updated after
the two-match India-Ireland series.

In the bowlers' list, pacer Harshal
Patel moved from 37th to 33rd posi-
tion while Ireland's Mark Adair
climbed to 43rd from 45th.

In Test ranking, Joe Root hung
on to his narrow lead as the top-

ranked batter but there was some big
movement behind him following
the completion of England's home
series against New Zealand.

New Zealand batting pair of
Daryl Mitchell and Tom Blundell

have attained career-best posi-
tions as has England spinner
Jack Leach, after superb per-
formances in the third match
of their ICC World Test
Championship series in Leeds.

AP n GALLE

Nathan Lyon took his 20th
five-wicket haul to bowl

Sri Lanka out for 212 before
Australia reached 98-3 at
stumps Wednesday on the
opening day of the first Test.

Sri Lankan off spinner
Ramesh Mendis dismissed
David Warner (25) lbw and
had Marnus Labuschagne (13)
caught by Asitha Fernando in
Australia's innings to finish the
day on 2-35.

Steven Smith was run out
for 6 after a mix-up with
Usman Khawaja, who refused
to run after calling Smith for
a single.

Khawaja was batting on 47
with Travis Head on 6 at
stumps.

Earlier, Lyon returned
bowling figures of 5-90 and leg
spinner Mitchell Swepson had
3-55 to help Australia bowl Sri
Lanka out to a modest score.

Niroshan Dickwella top
scored for Sri Lanka with 58,
his 21st Test half-century. He
added 42 runs for the sixth
wicket with Angelo Mathews

(39) after Sri Lanka lost five
wickets for 97 runs, and 54
runs for the seventh wicket
with Mendis (22).

Lyon trapped Mendis lbw
with just two runs added to the
teatime score to end his part-

nership with Dickwella.
Dickwella edged Lyon to

wicketkeeper Alex Carey and
had Lasith Embuldeniya (6) as
his fifth wicket.

Earlier,  he dismissed
Dimuth Karunaratne (28) and

Angelo Mathews (39), both
caught by David Warner.

Australia's second spin-
ner Mitchell Swepson took
two consecutive wickets in
the 37th over with identical
deliveries.

PTI n NEW DELHI

Jasprit Bumrah is set to become
first fast bowler in 35 years to

lead Indian Test team in the
rescheduled 'fifth Test' against
England as regular captain Rohit
Sharma has been ruled out of the
game after testing positive for
COVID-19 for the second time
on Wednesday.

The last pacer-captain that
India had was the great Kapil
Dev, who was removed from
captaincy in 1987. Since then
India has never had a speed
merchant leading the team in
traditional cricket.

"Rohit is out of this Test
match, starting July 1, as his RT-
PCR test has come positive
again. He is still in isolation.
Jasprit Bumrah, who is one of
the vice-captains in absence of
KL Rahul, will lead the team," a
senior BCCI official said.

Bumrah will be the 36th
cricketer to lead India in the
longest-format since the coun-
try first played in 1932. The
Gujarat pacer, who has 123
wickets in 29 Tests, has grown
into world's best fast bowlers.

The Chairman of selectors
Chetan Sharma had already
said that he is being groomed as

a future leader.

PUJARA/VIHARI TO OPEN 
With the experienced Rohit

out of the playing eleven, sea-
soned Cheteshwar Pujara has a
good chance of opening the bat-
ting with young Shubman Gill.

The soure said that Mayank

Agarwal has just been brought
as "cover" and is not in the
scheme of things as far featur-
ing in the playing eleven is con-
cerned. It is understood that the
specialist batters in the set-up
will be Pujara, Gill, Virat Kohli,
Shreyas Iyer, Vihari and Rishabh
Pant.

AP n CAPE TOWN

South Africa batsman and
limited-overs captain Temba

Bavuma was ruled out of next
month's tour to England on
Wednesday with a left elbow
injury.

Bavuma will miss the three
ODIs and three T20 games
against England, two T20s
against Ireland, and the three-
match Test series against
England. Bavuma was injured in
this month's T20 series in India.
He needs eight weeks to recov-
er from the injury, Cricket South
Africa said.

Keshav Maharaj will fill in
for Bavuma as ODI captain
and David Miller will stand in
as T20 captain. Dean Elgar is the
Proteas' regular Test captain
but Bavuma is an important top-
order batsman for the Test team.

Fast bowler Kagiso Rabada
will be rested for the ODI games
but is part of the T20 and Test
squads. Young fast bowler
Gerald Coetzee received his
first call-up and is included in
the T20 squad.

2 IN 2 FOR MEN IN BLUE
Hooda's maiden century helps India beat Ireland by 4 runs to pocket series 2-0

PTI n MALAHIDE

Express pace was the reason
India skipper Hardik Pandya

asked Umran Malik to bowl the
final over of the second T20
International against Ireland here.

Ireland took the chase of 226
to the last over but fell short by
four runs as Umran defended 17
runs in the last over on Tuesday.

"Not worried to be honest.
Wanted to keep pressure out of
my equation, wanted to be in the
present. I backed Umran since he
has pace. With his pace, it's diffi-
cult for people to hit," Hardik said,
explaining the rationale behind
giving Umran the crucial final
over.

Deepak Hooda hit a blister-
ing maiden century as India sur-
vived a scare before prevailing
over their less fancied opponents
in a nail-bitting finish.

"I think we've come to play a
game of cricket, so Ireland were
going to show us what they have.
Credit to them, they played amaz-
ing shots. At the same point of
time, credit to our bowlers to cross
the line.

"The crowd was amazing.
Their favourites boys were Dinesh
and Sanju, great to see them

enjoy them. Good for us to expe-
rience cricket in this part of the
world too. Grateful to the fans,"
Hardik said to loud cheers.

Set an imposing target,
Ireland showed a lot of heart and
nearly pulled off what would
have been a memorable victory.

"We are all pretty good, we
did a lot of good stuff with the bat.
We wanted to express and we did
that. Bitterly disappointed, a bit-
ter pill to swallow," Ireland cap-
tain Andrew Balbirnie said after
the match.

Backed Umran for final
over because of his pace 

If you don't have any option, then why
don't you go there like a warrior: Hooda

Rohit ruled out of fifth Eng
Test, Bumrah to lead India 

Oz reach 98-3 in reply to Sri Lanka’s 212 Babar Azam surpasses Virat as world
No.1 T20 batter for longest period

Bavuma out of
England tour
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