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FREEDOM OF SPEECH &
EXPRESSION IS ALIVE

Shinde releases a
group photo of 42
MILAs backing him

TN RAGHUNATHA B MUMBAI

The political crisis arising out
of a massive rebellion with-
in the ruling Shiv Sena that has
brought the MVA Government
to the brink of collapse deep-
ened on Thursday as the rebel
Eknath Shinde camp claimed
that it enjoyed the support of 42
MLAs. But NCP chief Sharad
Pawar has said the MVA
Government will survive and
the situation will change dra-
matically when the rebel MLAs
return to Mumbai.

A day after Uddhav
Thackeray offered to quit both
as the Chief Minister and party
chief if the rebel party MLAs
were to meet him personally
and ask him to put in his
papers and moved out of CM’s
official residence, the Sena
rebel faction leader and min-
ister Eknath Shinde — in a
show of strength — released a
group photograph of 42 MLAs
supporting him taken at
Radisson Blu Hotel at
Guwahati, where they are
camping currently.

The video that the Eknath
Shinde camp circulated in the
media showed the rebel MLAs
sitting together and raising
slogans like “Shinde Saab Tum
Aage Badho, Hum Tumbhare

Saath Hain”

On a day when Uddhav
Thackeray appeared reconciled
to the prospect of the fall of his
Government, NCP chief
Sharad Pawar — who is the
architect of the Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) Government —
expressed optimism that the
MVA dispensation would sur-
vive the current crisis facing the
Shiv Sena. “Let the MLAs come
back from Guwahati. The sit-
uation will change drastically.
The MVA Government will
survive the floor test in the
State Assembly;” Pawar said.

Reiterating his party’s sup-
port to Uddhav Thackeray,
Pawar said it was the respon-
sibility of all the three con-
stituents — Shiv Sena, NCP,
and Congress — to “save” the
Uddhav Thackeray
Government.

Without taking the name
of the BJP, Pawar slammed the
BJP for the manner it fuelled
rebellion within the Shiv Sena.
“Everyone knows how the rebel
Shiv Sena MLAs were taken to
Gujarat and then to Assam. We
don’t have to take the names of
all those assisting them. The
Assam Government is helping
them. I don’t need to take any
names further,” he said.

The rebel MLAs will have
to come back to Mumbai and
face the Assembly, he said,
adding that BJP leaders “from
Gujarat and Assam will not be
coming here to guide them?”

Pawar also refuted allega-
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Shinde camp swells but Pawa
hopes MVA will pull through
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Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) chief Sharad Pawar addresses the media after a party meeting, at Yashwantrao Chavan

Centre in Mumbai on Thursday

PTI

tions by rebel Shiv Sena MLAs
that they faced difficulties in
getting funds for their con-
stituencies as the Finance
Ministry, which is controlled by
NCP’s Ajit Pawar, discrimi-
nated against them, and the
Sena has given up its Hindutva
ideology.

“All these are excuses, some
of these MLAs are facing a
probe by Central agencies,” he

said. The NCP chief also said
that the rebels will have to face
consequences, recalling that
when Chhagan Bhujbal defect-
ed from the Shiv Sena to join
the Congress in the 1990s, all
his supporters except one lost
the Assembly election.
“These rebels will face the
same fate,” Pawar said.
Informed sources in the
Shinde camp said that of the

Will consider exit from MVA... Raut’s

call to rebels raises allies’ e

TN RAGHUNATHA ® MUMBAI

Amid an unprecedented
rebellion that his party is
reeling under, Shiv Sena chief
spokesperson Sanjay Raut on
Thursday set the cat among the
pigeons when he — in his
apparent over-enthusiasm to
placate the rebel Sena MLAs —
said that if the aggrieved party
legislators wanted the Sena to
quit the Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) they should come and
place their demand before
Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray.

Raut’s statement — though
it came in the form of an
appeal to the rebel Shiv Sena
MLAs camping at a Guwahati
hotel — came on a day when
the Sena allies pledged their
support to the Uddhav
Thackeray-led MVA
Government. Understandably

so, Raut’s remarks upset the
MVA leaders, including NCP
chief Sharad Pawar, as it meant
the Sena was ready to forsake
its ruling allies to save the
party.

In an appeal made to the
rebel Sena MLAs camping in
Guwahati to return to Mumbai
within 24 hours and meet
Uddhav Thackeray, he said,
“You (rebel Sena MLAs) say
you are real Shiv Sainiks and
will not quit the party. We are
ready to consider your demand
provided you come back to
Mumbai in 24 hours and dis-
cuss the issue with CM
Uddhav Thackeray. Your
demand will be considered
positively. Don’t write letters on
Twitter and WhatsApp”

He was talking to the
media after a meeting of Sena
MLAs at the CM’s official res-
idence.
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Shiv Sena MP Sanjay Raut and MLAs Kalpesh Patil and Nitin Deshmukh interact
with the media after the MLAs returned from rebel party leader Eknath Shinde’s
camp in Guwahati, in Mumbai, on Thursday PTI

42 MLAs camping at the
Radisson Blu Hotel, 35 are
Sena MLAs, while the remain-
ing seven are Independents
supporting the rebel Sena
leader. The number mustered
by Shinde is nearly two-thirds
of the Sena’s strength of the 55
MLAs in the Assembly, a thing
that will help Shinde to escape
the wrath of the anti-defection
law.
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Let’s meet halfway,
China urges India

China says interests
outweigh differences,
proposes four-point
process to hoost ties

PIONEER NEWS
SERVICE/AGENCIES
NEW DELHI/BEIJING

ven as face-offs persist at

the border in Ladakh for
the last two years, China has
urged India to meet “halfway”,
saying common interests out-
weigh differences between the
two countries. China also called
for enhancing mutual trust
rather than remain “suspicious
of each other”

This message was con-
veyed by Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi to India’s
ambassador Pradeep Kumar
Rawat on Wednesday in
Beijing. The Chinese minister
also proposed a four-point
process to improve ties between
the two countries.

The Indian envoy empha-
sised the “criticality of mainte-
nance of peace and tranquility
in the border areas” to realise
the full potential of the con-
sensus between the top leaders
of the two sides on the impor-
tance of Sino-India ties for Asia
and the world.

“Bilateral and multilateral
issues of interest to both sides
were touched upon during the
conversation” between Rawat
and Wang, the Indian embassy
in Beijing said in a statement

Indian Ambassador to China Pradeep Kumar Rawat meets Chinese Foreign
Minister State Councilor and Wang Yi, at Diaoyutai State Guest House in Beijing

on Wednesday

PTI

on Thursday.

“Wang Yi conveyed that at
the highest level of leadership
of the two countries, there is
consensus on the importance of
bilateral relations for Asia and
the world,” the release said.

“Wang Yi said the border
issue is important and we
should stay committed to
peacefully addressing it
through consultation and
coordination,” it said.

The meeting between
Wang Yi and Rawat came
ahead of the virtual meeting of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi with President Xi
Jingping and other heads of
states of the BRICS combine on

Thursday.

Incidentally, Wang Yi was
the first Chinese minister to
visit India this March since the
stand-offs erupted at the Line
of Actual Control (LAC) in
Eastern Ladakh in May 2020
leading to major flare up. He
held talks with External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar to find
ways for early disengagement
of troops from the friction
points.

In the first meeting
between Wang Yi and Rawat,
the Chinese foreign minister
said the two countries should
support rather than under-
mine each other and enhance
trust rather than be suspicious.

China biggest security threat; Australia

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m
NEW DELHI

Australia on Thursday said
China is the “biggest secu-
rity anxiety” as it is seeking to
shape the world in a way that
was not seen before. It also
slammed China for its
“appalling behaviour” towards
Indian soldiers two years ago in
the Galwan valley in Ladakh.

Twenty Indian Army per-
sonnel, including the com-
manding officer, were killed in
a bloody brawl with the
Chinese troops on June 15,
2020. These remarks by visit-
ing Australian Deputy Prime
Minister and Defence Minister
Richard Marles here came
against the backdrop of China
flexing its muscles in the Indo-
Pacific, the South China Sea
and the ongoing tension at the
border in Ladakh.

Sounding this note of cau-
tion, Marles said India too has
similar security concerns and
that Australia stands in soli-

darity with New Delhi over its
border row with China.

He also expressed concern
over growing defence and secu-
rity cooperation between China
and Russia, suggesting that it
could have implications for
the region. The visiting digni-
tary made these observations
during an interaction with
journalists.

Marles said New Delhi and
Canberra are strongly com-
mitted to expand defence and
security ties as his country
sees India as “completely cen-
tral” to its world view.

“For Australia, China is our
largest trading partner and so
is for India. For Australia,
China is our largest security
concern, that is also the same
for India,” he said.

India and Australia are
working closely together to
build our relationship eco-
nomically but also in the con-
text of defence so that togeth-
er we are engaging more deeply
to enhance the defence and

security of both our nations,
Marles said.

In an apparent reference to
the Galwan Valley clashes in
eastern Ladakh over two years
back, Marles said his country
stands in solidarity with India
in respect of that incident.
Twenty Indian Army person-
nel, including the commanding
officer, were killed in a bloody
brawl with the Chinese troops
on June 15, 2020. More than 40
Chinese soldiers were also
killed in the clash.

China is seeking to “shape
the world around it in a way
that we have not seen before’,
and that has resulted in “more
assertive Chinese behaviour”,
especially in the last couple of
years, Marles said.

“We've seen it in respect of
the Line of Actual Control
(LAC)... the incident that
occurred a couple of years
ago, where there was an
appalling behaviour towards
Indian soldiers, and we stand
in solidarity with India in

respect of that incident,” he
said

China’s growing assertive-
ness in the South China Sea is
aimed at deterring Australia’s
activities to protect the rules-
based order in that region,
including the freedom of nav-
igation and overflight, Marles
said. Greater cooperation
between Australia and India in
the face of such Chinese
assertiveness is “absolutely
imperative,” he said.

“It is really important that
we live in a world where there
is a rules-based order, where
disputes between countries are
resolved as per a set of rules
and in a peaceful way,” Marles
said. On the Ukraine crisis,
Marles said, “What we are
seeing in UKraine is having an
impact on global food supply
and that is a real concern”

He said a large country was
seeking to overpower a small-
er neighbor and this principle
was there too in the Indo-
Pacific.

Delhi Covid number doubles,
cases spike to 15K in country

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

With Delhi and
Maharashtra recording
sharp surge in Covid cases, the
total caseload is likely to cross
15,000 mark on Thursday
against 13,000 reported a day
ago.

As per the Government
data, Delhi on Thursday
reported 1,934 new Covid
cases, almost double from the
day before. The national
Capital’s active cases tally was
recorded at 5,755, while the test
positivity rate (TPR) was
recorded at 8.10 per cent.
Maharashtra reported 5,218
new cases of Covid-19, a jump
of almost 60 per cent from the
day before when the State had
reported 3,260 infections.

Mumbai had also record-
ed a jump of 50 per cent in
fresh infections, as the metro-
politan on Thursday recorded
2,479 new cases. On
Wednesday, the financial
Capital had recorded 1,648

cases.

Meanwhile, causing con-
cern a June 21 report of Indian
SARS-CoV-2 Consortium on
Genomics (INSACOG) says
that 44 samples from
Bengaluru sent for genome
sequencing between June 2
and June 9 were found to be
infected with BA.3, BA.4 and
BA.5 sub-lineages of Covid
variant Omicron.

India’s total tally of Covid-
19 cases has touched more
than 4,33,44,958, while the
active cases crossed 83,990,

_—

according to the Union Health
Ministry data updated on
Thursday. The death toll has
climbed to 5,24,941 with 38
new fatalities.

Concerned at the rising
cases, Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya directed
officials to continue to focus on
surveillance and whole
genome sequencing to scan
any possible mutations while
stressing on adequate testing
and effective monitoring to
assess the spread of infection in
a timely manner.

ED allows Sonia to
appear in July end

PNS B NEW DELHI

he Enforcement

Directorate (ED) has
accepted Congress president
Sonia Gandhi’s plea to defer her
questioning in connection with
a money laundering case linked
to the National Herald news-
paper. The ED has now asked
her to record her statement
with the agency sometime in
late July.

She was issued a second
summons for June 23 by the
agency but the 75-year-old
Congress leader could not keep
the date as she is recuperating
from post-Covid implications.
She has been strictly advised to
rest at home following her
hospitalisation on account of
Covid and lung infection.

The ED has advanced her
questioning in the case for
about four weeks and asked her
to depose sometime in the last
week of July, sources said.

The move comes following
a plea from Sonia, communi-
cated on Wednesday to the ED,
to postpone the questioning by

a few weeks in the wake of
medical advice to take rest.

Sonia was first issued the
notice for an appearance on
June 8 but after she reported
positive for Covid-19, the
summons for June 23 was
issued. The Congress president
was on Monday discharged
from a private Delhi hospital
where she was admitted for
treatment of Covid-19.

She was admitted to the
hospital on June 12, days after
she tested positive for Covid-
19 on June 2.

Her son and Congress MP
Rahul Gandhi has been ques-
tioned by the agency in the
same case for about 54 hours
over five days.

The probe relates to
alleged financial irregularities
in the Congress-promoted
Young Indian Private Limited,
which owns the National
Herald newspaper. The move
to question the Gandhis was
initiated after the ED recently
registered a fresh case under
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act

Co-op can help post-Covid eco
recovery, says Modi at BRICS

PIONEER NEWS
SERVICE/AGENCIES
NEW DELHI/BEIJING

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday said the
members of the BRICS com-
bine have a similar approach to
the governance of global econ-
omy and mutual cooperation
can make useful contributions
to the post-Covid economic
recovery.

Underlining this key factor
at the 14th BRICS annual sum-
mit of heads of states, he also
said in his opening remarks:
“Our cooperation in several
sectors has benefited our citi-
zens.”

Brazil, China, Russia, India
and South Africa form the
BRICS grouping. China is
hosting the current summit as
the Chair for this year in the
virtual format. India hosted
the 13th summit last year.

The two-day event starting
Thursday saw the participation
of Chinese President Xi
Jinping, Russian President
Vladimir Putin, Prime

Prime Minister Narendra Modi attends the 14th BRICS Summit through a video

conference, in New Delhi, on Thursday

PTI

Minister Modi, South African
President Cyril Ramaphosa
and Brazilian President Jair
Bolsonaro.

In his remarks, Modi also
said the structural changes
undertaken in the BRICS in

the last few years increased the
influence of the grouping.

“It is a matter of happiness
that membership of the New
Development Bank (NDB) has
increased,” the Prime Minister
said.
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One person dies every other
day due to road accidents

14 deaths
reported in May
in Jamshedpur

PNS |l JAMSHEDPUR

The city is witnessing one
death every other day due to
road accidents. A total of 26
road accident cases were re-
ported in the month of May
in which 14 people died and
17 people were injured.

The data were revealed at
a meeting of the Road Safe-
ty Committee held under the
chairmanship of Deputy
Commissioner Vijaya Jad-
hav at the Collectorate audi-
torium.

In the meeting, a detailed
review of road accidents oc-
curred in the month of May
and their causes, as well as
what precautionary steps
can be taken in view of road
safety were discussed. In or-
der to reduce road accidents
in NH, the Deputy Commis-
sioner directed the District
Panchayati Raj Officer to
hold an awareness cam-

paign with the newly elect-
ed panchayat representa-

tives in the panchayats
along the highway that they
should not allow their ani-
mal to go towards the high-
way. It came to the fore in
the meeting that many cases
ofroad accidents have come
to the fore due to the arrival
of free animals on the high-
way.

The project director of
NH brought the matter of il-

legal median cut to the no-
tice of the Deputy Commis-
sioner. Illegal median cut is
also becoming a major rea-
son in road accidents, about
which the Deputy Commis-
sioner appealed to the resi-
dents of the district not to do
so in view of the safety of
life and property. At the
same time, even in urban ar-
eas, the Khatal operators
and cattle owners were di-
rected to give strict instruc-

tions not to leave their ani-
mals on the road.

The District Transport Of-
ficer Dinesh Ranjan in-
formed that the identified
black spots in the district are
almost over, necessary ac-
tion has been ensured for
signage, roundabout con-
struction and road widen-
ing. The Health Department
was directed to activate the
trauma center at Ghatshila
and Baharagora at the earli-

est and ensure the availabil-
ity of 108 ambulance serv-
ice and the availability of
manpower for the trauma
center was reviewed. Simul-
taneously, in the event of a
road accident on the high-
way, the ambulance service
1033 (toll free) was directed
to be promoted.

Traffic DSP was directed
to depute interceptor vehi-
cles to check over speeding
on the highway. Along with
this, deputation of traffic
police was ordered in Dim-
na and Pardih intersection
so that the traffic system
could be operated accident
free in a better way. Direc-
tion was given to ensure
strict action to free them
from encroachment by con-
tinuously campaigning on
Bistupur, Sakchi, Mango
Bus Stand, Golchakkar, Ju-
bilee Park and other major
roads and service lanes on
NH. Regular action was di-
rected to check that buses or
other vehicles do not stop
for a long time near the
Mango roundabout.

Jamshedpur Citizens Forum delegation visits Noamundi Iron Mine

PNS [l JAMSHEDPUR

A Jamshedpur Citizens Fo-
rum delegation visited Tata
Steel’s Noamundi Iron Mine.
The six-person delegation in-
cluded A. K. Srivastava, Presi-
dent, Jamshedpur Citizens Fo-
rum, H. B. Singh Arsi, General
Secretary, Jamshedpur Citizens
Forum, Vijay Verma, Secretary,
Jamshedpur Citizens Forum, J
N Singh, Member, Jamshedpur
Citizens Forum, Angad Tiwary,
Member, Jamshedpur Citizens
Forum, and Rajeev Ranjan,
Member. The delegation on
their one-day tour visited vari-
ous locations in and around
Noamundi.

The team visited the Mining
Viewpoint, which overlooks the
mining operations of the Noa-
mundi Iron Ore Mines. The
team also saw the newly ap-
pointed female Heavy Earth
Machinery operators, employed
by Tata Steel Mining Limited
under the Prakashini Scheme
which gave the local women

technical field like machine op-
erations, which is a male-domi-
nated area of work.

On their one-day tour, the del-
egation covered various major
projects that have been under-
taken by Tata Steel, which in-
cluded a 3.13 MW Solar Power
Plant, the Rainwater Harvesting
Park and the SABAL centre.

The 3.13 MW Solar Power
Plant is a collaborative effort by
Tata Steel and Tata Power to
mitigate the impact of climate
change through sustainable so-
lutions. The Rainwater Harvest-
ing Park is another step towards
sustainability. The park is a set-

-

rainwater and use this water to
recharge the ground water table
through various interventions.
The park also has a rich collec-
tion of different plants, herbs,
succulents and cacti and a rich
collection of butterflies in the
Butterfly Park.

The delegation also wit-
nessed the functioning of the
SABAL centre set up by Tata
Steel. SABAL, launched in
2019, is an initiative by Tata
Steel Foundation, the CSR wing
of Tata Steel, to empower Per-
sons with Disabilities (PwDs)
through skill development and
need-based training in order to

for the community. Tata Steel
also works with PwDs to create
an ecosystem that is sensitised
and aware of the needs of the
community.

The delegation also visited
the Murga Mahadev Temple,
where efforts were undertaken
by Tata Steel to build a connect-
ing bridge to make the temple
more accessible to the visitors
and changing rooms were also
constructed to ensure the safety
and security of women visitors.

Under the guidance of
Nishikant Singh, the delegation
witnessed Tata Steel’s effort to
mitigate climate change and
promote sustainable production
and enrich biodiversity. Artifi-
cial nests were built as an initia-
tive working towards the con-
servation, preservation and
restoration of biodiversity.

The Jamshedpur Citizens’
Forum also witnessed the
WADI project, a collaborative
effort of Tata Steel and
NABARD. The WADI project
is an initiative to promote sus-

ties for rural communities.
Many small farmers have to
migrate to big cities to find
ways to earn a livelihood. The
WADI project is an attempt to
not only create sustainable em-
ployment opportunities  for
farmers in the form of skill and
enterprise development as well
as providing training in sustain-
able agricultural practices and
assist them in developing or-
chards.

“Tata Steel’s effort to also in-
volve the local communities
and productively engage with
them to look for solutions that
can help the community is
something that all big corpora-
tions should take note of. Tata
Steel understands the impor-
tance of community engage-
ment for their initiatives. The
number of private-public col-
laborative efforts launched by
Tata Steel and the Government
of Jharkhand also shows the sig-
nificant impact corporations and
government can make if efforts
are made to work together,” said

population the chance to entera  up designed to collect runoff  create livelihood opportunities  tainable livelihood opportuni-  Srivastava.

Lac growers received on farm training at INRG Hazarikag Dist admin
) ) issues guidelines

PNS [l RANCHI i M ' ' Farmer's queries regarding regarding traffic rules

As a part of the "Azadi Ka
Amrut Mahotsav"celebra-
tion on the 75th year of In-
dia's Independence, Quality
and Productivity Improve-
ment division of ICAR-IIN-
RG, Ranchi,in collaboration
with the JASCOLAMPF,
Ranchi organized a three-
day workshop at the insti-
tute Campus from June 21
to 23.

In the valedictory season
Dr K K Sharma, Director
ICAR-IINRG highlighted
the importance of summer
sustainability in rangeeni
lac to make India export
leader in lac sector. Dr
Soumen Ghosal emphasized
on fertilizer and prunning
management  to raise

Achintya Pramanik empha-
sized on intregrated disease
and pest management to re-
duce the incidence of lac in-
sect natural enemy in the
field. Dr N.K. Sinha ad-
dressed the progressive lac
growers and advised them
to follow scientific lac hot
nursery raisingto achieve
better production. The tech-

"‘ . - v
nical sessions were fol-

lowed by on-farm demon-
strations about the Rangeeni
lac management duringthe
summer season at institute
research farm. In the discus-
sions held, farmers showed
interest in adopting modern
cultivation practices for
summer lac cultivation after
seeing on-field demonstra-
tions and appreciated it.

pruning activities, host se-
lection and adoption of
newer plants like F.semiala-
ta and Caliandra were
solved by scientists.
Seedlings of busy host
plants were also distributed
to the farmers.

The programme was
graced by Dr K K Sharma,
Director ICAR-IINRG, Dr
N.K. Sinha, Head QPI Divi-
sion, Dr Soumen Ghosal,
Principal  Scientist, Dr
Achintya Pramanik, Scien-
tist and other institute offi-
cials. The program was also
attended by 100 Progressive
lac farmers from ten Coop-
erative Societies distributed
in Ranchi, Khunti,
Saraikela, Kharsawan and
Hazaribagh districts.

A journey of simplicity,

By Abhishek Anand

Simplicity
has alot of

power, and
simple people
can have
game chang-
ing, and everlasting impact.
Today I’m referring to our
presidential candidate, and for-
mer governor of Jharkhand
Madam Draupadi Murmu.
And I can speak about her
simplicity because I have had
the privilege of meeting her a
few times, as my father Dr.
Anand Bhushan was Acade-
mic Advisor to Madam for
three years, when she was
Governor of Jharkhand.
“Madam” as we all address
her, did some groundbreaking
work in the academic, and cul-

tural evolution of Jharkhand.
Lot of the improvements/
progress, which we have seen
in the academic and cultural
space, are a result of her vision,
determination, and grit. And I
have never seen her taking
credit for her contributions and
accomplishments. [ have just
heard her talking about, what is
the next big initiative that
needs to be taken.

The very fact that she has
been nominated to take up
the most coveted position in
the largest democracy,
speaks volumes about her
simplicity and leadership ca-
pabilities. And believe me, 1
can keep adding to the list of
qualities. And at the core of
all this is her simplicity.

Madam is a symbol of
%deep rooted values. Values

sacrifice and strength

that define who she is, and
what she would bring to the
nation as our President.

Her journey has been that
of starting from ground
zero, and always being that
humble leader, who lives
her values everyday, and
lives for her people.

Like a true leader, she has
often stood against the test of
times, to protect the wellbe-
ing and interests of the fellow
citizens she was serving. And
often this has come at the cost
of her individual sacrifices.
She has stood like a wall
against the negative forces to
safeguard the welfare and
wellbeing of her people.

While she has made great
strides in her journey of servic-
ing the common people of
Orissa and Jharkhand, her

journey has been about stand-
ing tall and protecting the citi-
zens, looking at their welfare
and interests, come what way.

Her election for the top post,
would convey many messages
for the common Indian. A mes-
sage about, sticking to one’s
core values, staying humble,
working hard, selfless sacri-
fice, and that of “‘simple living
and high thinking”, no matter
what one has accomplished.

I wish our very own
“Madam” the very best and
look forward to seeing her as
the president of the people of
India. “We the people” who
can always look up to her.

The writer is VP of growth

at SatSure Analytics and the
views expressed in the article
are his own.

PNS [l HAZARIBAG

Hazaribag district adminis-
tration has issued guidelines
regarding the traffic, so that ac-
cidents can be avoided. The
administration has paid com-
pensation to 26 families out of
38 who died in road accidents
in the district.

The guidelines were issued
by the Hazaribag deputy com-
missioner Nancy Sahay in a
press statement. She said that
to avoid accidents on the road,
coordination must be among
the departments, which are
concerned with road safety.

She said that the administra-
tion has paid the amount to the
affected 26 families out of 38
in hit and run cases in the dis-
trict. She directed the District
Transport officer to check the
driver's license of every vehi-
cle.

The DC further said that the
district administration has
marked the accident prone
zone like Danuva Ghati on GT
road, Morangi, Bonga, Barhi
Chowk, Karso  Bridge,
Barkatha, Rasoiadhamna and
Ichak more, the committee
must have rumble strips,
Lights and signage.

She further said that the
town area committee member
must make arrangements to
stop high speed, three loads on
two wheelers, and use of hel-
mets. If it is needed, a fine
must be imposed on such per-
sons who are violating the traf-
fic rules.

The deputy commissioner
said that the committee mem-
bers must visit the accident
prone areas, identify black
spots, and proper light
arrangement must be there.

Two criminals lynched in Garhwa

NITYANAND DUBEY [l GARHWA

An irate mob lynched two
criminals in Garhwa town po-
lice station area of the district
around 4 km from the district
headquarter, while they were
escaping after shooting one Vi-
mal Singh a local. Garhwa SP
Anjani Kumar Jha said that the
police recovered one country-
made pistol along with live
and empty cartridges from the
spot. FIRs have been lodged
from both sides. Efforts are on
to arrest the accused.

Police said that the incident
took place when Vimal Singh,
a resident of Sukhbana village
was standing in a bank of canal
in the village, around bike
borne criminals reached close

to him and opened fire at him
and sped away.

Injured Singh raised an
alarm drawing the attention of
the villagers, who assembled
in large numbers and chased
the fleeing criminals. The vil-
lagers managed to catch two
criminals and lynched two of
them on the spot. However, the
other associate managed to
dodge the villagers and es-
caped from there, police said.

On getting information,
SDPO Awadh Kumar Yadav
and Police Station in-charge
Rajiv Kumar reached the spot.
Singh was taken to Garhwa
Hospital. Where doctors re-
ferred him to RIMS after first
aid. Vimal Singh died on the
way to RIMS.

The SDPO said that lynched
criminals, who identified as
Krishna Paswan, 35 and San-
tosh Chandravanshi, 32 were
veteran criminal they were in-
volved in murder of Pappy
Khan, firing at the bus stand.

PS in-charge said that broth-
er of deceased Vimal Singh,
Vikesh Singh has lodged FIR
against Krishna Paswan
(Iynched), Santosh Chandra-
vanshi  (lynched), Bhikhu
Paswan, Anil Ram, Shyam
Sundar  Sharma,  Chan-
drashekhar Dubey Madan
Chandravanshi, Akil Ansari
and Udai Singh. On the other
hand, an FIR has been lodged
against unknown people by
Krishna Paswan's  father
Naresh Ram.

SAIL CVO’s visit to Bokaro concludes

PNS [l BOKARO

SAIL's Chief Vigilance
Officer Vineet Pandey, who
reached Bokaro on a two-
day tour, planted trees in
JNB Park Sector 4 on the
second day of his tour on
23rd June, followed by of-
fering prayers at Jagannath
Temple. In the morning
Pandey also visited Asha-
Lata Kendra and met the
students studying there and
appreciated the efforts put
in by all towards the benefit
of society. He also inquired
about the various activities
being run by the CSR de-
partment of Bokaro Steel
Plant at Asha Lata Kendra.

INTERACTION QF
CVO WITH PLANNING IN-CHARGE

1
In a program organized at
the Human Resource Devel-
opment Center of BSL,
Pandey addressed the Plan-
ning Incharge group of var-
ious departments of BSL
and discussed the related as-
pects. During this, Director-
in-Charge of BSL, Amaren-

du Prakash, Executive Di-
rector and other senior offi-
cers were also present. In
the afternoon Pandey also
held a meeting with the offi-
cers of the Vigilance De-
partment of BSL. At the end
of his tour, Pandey Ileft
Bokaro in the afternoon.

Rising cases of burglary in high-rise apartments in coal city

PANKAJ KUMAR [l DHANBAD

Cases of burglary in high-
rise apartments in coal city
are on rise and now the bur-
glars target flats in such
buildings even during day
time. Two such incidents
took place in-between 8 and
9 AM on Thursday in two
different apartments within
Dhanbad Sadar police sta-
tion area by the same set of
burglars in which gold orna-
ments worth over Rs four
lakh were stolen after break-
ing the steel almirah in both
cases.

Interestingly, the burglars
use names of important per-
sons residing in the building
to enter the building and
commit crime.

In one such incident that
took place at Signora City

Tower they posed them-
selves as electrical mechan-
ics called by an income tax
officer living in the building
to check the AC machine.
When allowed by the secu-
rity guard they broke into
the flat of a BCCL employ-
ee located on the fourth
floor and committed the
crime within fifteen minutes
and escaped.

In a similar way another
crime was committed in a

flat located at Grawal
colony.

Flat owner of Signora
city tower Naveen Thakur
said that he had left the
building at 10 pm on
Wednesday for some urgent
personal work and the inci-
dent took place on Thurs-
day morning .He returned
on Friday and then reported
to police. He also has pro-
vided CCTV footage of the
entry and exit movements
of two criminals to police
and has filed a case with
Sadar  police  station.
Records suggest that in the
last four months criminals
have targeted ten such
buildings in the city area
but in none of the incidents
police have succeeded in
apprehending criminals in-
volved in those incidents.

NTPC CMHQ develops safety reflective jackets for coal mining

PNS [l RANCHI

In a first of its kind initia-
tive, NTPC Coal Mining
Headquarters has developed
Safety Reflective Jackets
with LED lights through
MSME vendor for distribu-
tion in its Coal Mines, to en-
sure improved visibility for
personnel  deployed in
mines and siding during
night hours.

Partha Mazumder, Re-
gional Executive Director
(Coal Mining) handed over
these jackets to senior offi-
cials from Pakri Barwadih,
Dulanga ,Taliapalli and
Chattibariatu coal mines in
a programme held recently.

On the occasion,
Mazumder shared that Safe-
ty Reflective Jackets with
LED lights would enhance
the safety standards and up-
hold our commitments in
ensuring safety for our
workforce working during
dark hours at different
mines.

Safety is always a part of
NTPC ‘s Core Value. The
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health and safety of the em-
ployees of NTPC and its as-
sociates are always NTPC’s
top priority. The manage-
ment gives utmost impor-
tance to providing a safe
working environment and
creating safety awareness
among its employees.
Currently three mines of
NTPC are in operation and
another mine is gearing up
production to meet the in-

crease in demand for coal
for its power stations. By
operational virtue, manpow-
er is regularly engaged dur-
ing dark hours in loading ar-
eas of Railway Wagons in
siding areas, Loaders &
Shovels inside the mines,
Stockyard etc. Use of these
Safety Reflective Jackets
with LED lights will add
more safety to the personnel
working during dark hours.

Free career guidance programme by Chanakya IAS

PNS [l HAZARIBAG

Chanakya IAS Academy will or-
ganize a free career guidance pro-
ram on June 25 at the Hazaribag
ranch of the institute located at lo-
cal Kaushalya Plaza, where the in-
stitute's Vice President Vinay
Mishra, General Manager Reema
Mishra and Academic Head of the
institute Anwar Hussain including
experts. And a team of experk-
enced teachers will guide the stu-
dents on important points.

Reema Mishra, general manag-
er of Chanakya IAS Academy, said
in this regard that the result of class
10th and 12th has been declared
by the JAC Board. In such a situa-
tion, along with the students, their

arents are also worried about the

etter future of their child, for the
solution of which Chanakya IAS
Academy conducts career quid-
ance programs from time to time,
so that the students get better guid-
ance and all of them have a bright
future. She said that during this ca-
reer guidance, important informa-
tion related to the civil services ex-
iven to the stu-

amination will be
dents. Along with this, it will be told

that on what basis students inter-
ested in preparing for the Civil Ser-
vices Examination need to study.
She said that many times due fo
lack of guidance, talents are de-
orived of achieving their destina-
ion. In fact, the career guidance
program is being organized for the
purpose of fulfilling the quest for the
destination of such talents.She
said that if the desire of the star is
there, then it will be easy to touch
the moon. Mishra has wished a
bright future for all the students
who have passed the 10th and
12th examinations. Students willing
to join Career Guidance can regis-
ter themselves by visiting the
Chanakya IAS Academy branch or
by contacting 7303763225.
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Govt’s top priority to empower

every farmer in State: CM

Rs 1313 Cr distrib-
uted as KCC loan
among 1.29 lakh

farmersind
months

PNS [l RANCHI

Chief Minister Hemant
Soren said that today is a
very special day for Jhark-
hand as it will be written in
the name of Birsa farmers,
who are being honoured by
organising a function simul-
taneously in more or less all
the blocks of the State.
More than 10 lakh Anna-
datas are participating in
these celebrations. About
one lakh farmers are being
linked with Kisan Credit
Card on this occasion. The
CM was addressing the
Palamu divisional level Bir-
sa Kisan Samaroh organised
in Latehar district on Thurs-
day.

The CM said that the gov-
ernment is committed to
promote agriculture and
farmers. Annadata should
become strong and self-sup-
porting. There has been a
radical change in the lives of
the farmers. For this the
government has started
many schemes. Join these
schemes and contribute with
yourself in taking the state
on the path of progress.

He said that the govern-

Chief Minister Hemant Soren hands over Kishan Credit Card as a symbolic gesture to a Rajnikant
during Divisional Level Birsa Kisan Samman Ceremony at District Sports Stadium in Latehar on
Thursday. Woman, Child Development Minister Joba Manjhi, Agriculture Animal Husbandry Minis-
ter Badal, MLAs Vaidyanath Ram and Ramchandra Singh are also seen in the picture. PNS

ment is determined to dou-
ble the income of Birsa
farmers. The government is
promoting agricultural en-
trepreneurship. In the agri-
culture sector, production is
being increased by using
new techniques, innova-
tions and modern equip-
ment. In this episode, in or-
der to ensure that farmers
do not face any shortage of
capital, in the last 5 months
only Rs.1313 crore has
been approved under KCC.
Due to which 1 lakh 25
thousand farmers have ben-
efited.

The CM said that there
should be no shortage of
funds with the farmers for
farming. For this, financial
assistance is being given to

them through KCC. Instruc-
tions have been given to the
officials to ensure that the
farmers get fertilizers and
seeds on time.

He said that after the for-
mation of a separate state, in
the last 20 years in Jhark-
hand, only Rs 400 crore
loans of farmers were
waived. At the same time,
our government has given
approval for loan waiver of
Rs 900 crore to the farmers.
Not only this, work is being
done to give the benefit of
KCC again to the farmers

whose loans have been
waived off.
The CM said that the gov-

ernment has started many
schemes for the employ-
ment, self-reliance, empow-

erment and development of
the people of the state. It is
our endeavor that the people
of this state can get the ben-
efit of all the schemes of the
government. The public also
needs to play an important
role in this.

The CM, on the occasion
informed that after 32
years, agriculture officers
have been appointed in the
state to provide support to
the farmers in better and
improved agricultural
work. Under the Chief
Minister Pashudhan Yojna,
financial assistance is be-
ing given for rearing cows,
goats, pigs, ducks, fish and
other animals. Under the
Chief Minister's Employ-
ment Generation Scheme,

grant-based loans ranging
from Rs. 50 thousand to
Rs. 25 lakh are being given
to the youth for self-em-
ployment.

All the hostels under the
Welfare Department are be-
ing renovated. Here now the
arrangement  of  cook,
watchman and food will be
provided by the govern-
ment. The products manu-
factured by Sakhi Mandals
under the Palash brand are
being made available in the
market by the government.
The government has set a
target of Rs 1000 crore
turnover for these products.
Under the Phoolo Jhano
Ashirwad Yojna, about 25
thousand women selling lo-
cally made alcoholic drinks
have been linked with other
employment.

Women, Child Develop-
ment and Social Security
Minister Joba Manjhi, Agri-
culture Animal Husbandry
and Cooperation Minister
Badal, MLAs Vaidyanath
Ram and Ramchandra
Singh, Secretary to Chief
Minister Vinay  Kumar
Choubey, Agriculture Sec-
retary Abu Bakr Siddiq,
Palamu Divisional Com-
missioner, DIG and Several
officials including Deputy
Commissioners and Super-
intendents of Police of Me-
dininagar, Garhwa and
Latehar were present at the
function.

BJP Spokesperson workers detained, freed after 4 hours in Chandwa

M FAIYAZ AHMAD [l DALTONGANJ

State BJP Spokesperson
Pratul Shahdeo and party
workers were detained by
Chandwa police in Latehar
today when they were going
to Latehar to meet the DC
Abu Imran there in connec-
tion with the death of two
girls suspected to have died
of the food poisoning.

At Chandwa on NH 75
the local police intervened
and detained them. Pratul
said he and his team then
squatted there but later on
they were taken down to the
nearby inspection bungalow
at Chandwa where they
were detained for more than
four hours.

Pratul said his detention
was illegal and unlawful as
he and his team were going
to seek aid for the family
that has lost two girls in the
age group of 5 years to one
and a half years after eating

State BJP Spokesperson Pratul Shahdeo along W|thparty workers belng taken to the Inspection
Bungalow at Chandwa in Latehar on Thursday. PNS

ring snacks and mixture
only to get sick horribly
leading to their hospitalisa-
tion at the RIMS Ranchi
where the two died on June
5 and 7 during their treat-
ment.

Pratul said he failed to un-
derstand as to how his and
his partymen going to Late-

har to meet the DC was any
objectionable and they were
detained.

Officer in charge of the
Chandwa police station
Madan Sharma said there
was an order from above to
detain Shahdeo and others
and he just did what was
told.

Police officer Sharma de-
clined to make any further
explanation. They were let
off late in the evening, said
police sources.

Sources said there was the
programme of Chief Minis-
ter Hemant Soren in Latehar
today. It was a divisional
programme of the distribu-

tion of the KCC there
among the Birsa Kissans.

An officer in this district
refusing to be identified said
the Latehar administration
knew Pratul and his team
would draw more attention
or might cause chaos and so
Chandwa police were put on
the job to detain Pratul and
others some 24 kilometers
away from Latehar . This
officer said the detention of
Pratul and others made him
and his team's motto for
help to the bereaved family
a household issue in Late-
har.

Pratul when he was
speaking to this correspon-
dent said police officials
were telling him to switch
off his phone but this
spokesperson who knows
how to say maximum with
minimum of words had told
the Pioneer all the relevant
information about his and
others detention.

Police arrest 4 in connectlon with murder case

PNS [l RANCHI

The police have disclosed
the murder case of Zilla
Parishad candidate Vikram
Rajak on Thursday. The in-
cident was planned by ex-
tremist group Tritiya Prastu-
ti Committee (TPC), Area
Commander, Akarman Gan-
jhu and Bhairo Ganjhu.

Special Investigation
Team (SIT) formed on the
instructions of Chatra Su-
perintendent of Police (SP),
Rakesh Ranjan and the team
has arrested four criminals
involved in the incident.
The arrested criminals in-
clude Devendra Ganjhu,
Aditya Ganjhu, Bahadur
Oraon and Suresh Oraon.
Weapons and other items in-
cluding 165 rounds of live

bullets have been recovered
by the police from the ar-
rested criminals.
Addressing media per-
sons Ranjan said that Rajak
used to cooperate with the
district administration and
also contested the election
of the Zilla Parishad. “Be-
cause of this, the TPC mili-
tant organization killed him.

In this incident, 21 cases are
registered against the arrest-
ed criminal Devendra Gan-
jhu in different police sta-
tions of Chatra district and
Hazaribagh district. There
are three cases registered
against Aditya Ganjhu in
Chatra district while in Ba-
hadur Oraon there are three
cases registered against him

in Chatra district,” he
added.

Rajak was shot dead on
the night of 15 June. The
murder near Lavalong
CRPF camp had stirred the
entire area. After the inci-
dent, the angry villagers
were jamming the Lavalong
main square demanding the
arrest of the killer. In view
of the seriousness of the
matter, a police team was
formed on the instructions
of SP Rakesh Ranjan. Tak-
ing action, the police team
disclosed the whole matter
within a week.

Meanwhile Ranchi Dis-
trict Police also disclosed
sales manager Anjani Ku-
mar Sinha murder case.
According to information
received from sources, An-

jani Sinha was murdered
for profit in business. Po-
lice has arrested two peo-
ple in this case. It is being
told that the sales manager
was murdered by giving a
betel nut of Rs 2.10 lakh to
a big criminal gang of
Garhwa.

Sinha lived in a rented
house at Kadru in Ranchi,
while he was originally
from Patna. The arrested
businessman has told the
police that the sales manag-
er used to take orders for
parts from other shopkeep-
ers and supply them. Due to
which his turnover was re-
duced to Rs 50 lakhs. Anjani
Kumar has been murdered
because of not agreeing
even after persuasion be-
tween the two.

JMM likely to open cards on support to Presidential candidate today

PNS [l RANCHI

The presidential candi-
date nominated by the BJP-
led NDA, Droupadi Murmu
is scheduled to file her nom-
ination papers on Friday.
Support has been pouring
from different parties in-
cluding those who are not
the part of NDA, but even
after the passing of more
than 48 hours, the Jhark-
hand Mukti Morcha (JMM)
, the party which claims to
be a tribal party is yet to
make any formal announce-
ment supporting Murmu.

The party is set to hold a
meeting of its MLAs and
MPs on the issue on Friday.
However, party senior lead-

ers have given enough indi-
cation that JMM despite be-
ing part of UPA alliance will
support Murmu for the pres-
idential post as it concerns
the tribal set to hold the top
constitutional post. ]IMM, a
regional party in tribal-dom-
inated Jharkhand, will find
it difficult to vote against
Murmu. On Wednesday,
JMM spokesperson Manoj
Pandey welcomed Murmu
for the presidential post.
Pandey said, “She is a de-
serving candidate. A tribal
has been given this opportu-
nity which we welcome.
There should be a unani-
mous selection for the high-
est post,” added Pandey.
Also, a senior JMM

leader requesting anonymity
said, “Supporting Droupadi
Murmu for top post will not
be strange as the relations
between Soren and Raj
Bhawan when Droupadi
Murmu was Governor was
very much cordial. We sel-
dom heard anything when
Murmu was Governor but
now with Ramesh Bais
there you can see the skir-
mishes. Also, the respect
Soren gave to Murmu - al-
most half bending na-
maskars to a tribal lady is a
key to how they will vote."

Party insiders said that for
the JMM, which wears the
image of being a “for-tribal”
party, it will be difficult to
overlook the fact that a trib-

al is set to hold the top of-
fice.

However, ruling party
Congress has openly said
that party will vote for Yash-
want Sinha. State parliamen-
tary affairs minister Alamgir
Alam said, “In coalition pol-
itics there are some rules
which alliance partners have
to follow. Despite Murmu
being a tribal face. The Con-
gress high command had al-
ready decided to back Yash-
want Sinha so there will be
no U-turn.”

However, state tribal ac-
tivists have welcomed San-
thal politician Droupadi
Murmu’s nomination as
NDA candidate for Presi-
dent.

“We are happy that a trib-
al and Santhal woman is,
going by the numbers, al-
most certain to become
President. We nurture high
hopes that vexed tribal is-
sues like the Sarna dharma
code for the population cen-
sus would now get a hear-
ing,” said Ratan Tirkey, a
lawyer-activist who was
part of the state govern-
ment’s Tribal Advisory
Council (TAC) during the
BJP  administration  of
Raghubar Das (2014-19).

Adivasi Jan Parishad
chief Prem S Munda said
the Opposition parties
should learn to include the
tribal communities in the
primary roles.

Mandar by-poll records 61.25 pc
voting, no untoward mmdents

PNS [l RANCHI

Voting for Mandar by-
poll passed off peacefully
with voting percentage re-
maining 61.25 per cent till 7
pm. Ranchi Deputy Com-
missioner, Chhavi Ranjan
has thanked everyone for
peaceful polling. In Mandar
bypoll, around 3.5 lakh vot-
ers exercised their franchise
deciding the fate of 14 can-
didates in EVMs.

Voting took place in 433
booths from 7 am to 4 pm.
However, at many booths,
voting took place for some
time due to the voters being
engaged in the queue. Now
all eyes are on the counting
held on June 26. The district
administration had made
elaborate arrangements for
peaceful voting. Large num-
ber of security personnel
were deployed at various
booths. At Murhu panchay-
at of Bero block, voter en-
thusiasm was seen as a large
number of voters exercised
their franchise due to the
large number of security
personnel.

The candidates contesting
the election also voted. BJP
candidate Gangotri Kujur
who is trying her luck for
the second time from Man-
dar reserved seat, exercised
her franchise at Jaipur vil-
lage under Chanho block.
She reached the polling
booth after performing puja
at Sarna sthal and temple.

Similarly, an independent
candidate who is supported
by AIMIM Deo Kumar
Dhan voted at his native vil-
lage in Lapung. Congress
candidate  Shilpi  Neha
Tirkey is a voter in Hatia
constituency.

The voting percentage in
the morning was slow, but
as day progressed voters en-
thusiasm was seen at
booths. The district admin-
istration had divided the
constituency into various
sectors, with the sector
magistrate keeping an eye
on voting. Borders of con-
situency with neighboring
districts were sealed for
peaceful voting.

The seat is likely to wit-
ness a triangular contest as
the ruling Congress has
fielded Shilpi Neha Tirkey
as a joint candidate of the
mahagatbandhan, while the
opposition BJP is banking
on its former MLA, Gan-
gotri Kujur, this year. In the
2019 polls, Kujur was
benched by BJP over her

People stand in a long queue to cast their votes ata polllng centre,
during Mandar Assembly Constituency By-poll, on Thursday. PNS

“non-performance”. In
2014, she was clected from
the seat on a BJP ticket.

BJP rebel candidate Deo
Kumar Dhan is contesting
the election as Independent
candidate supported by All
India  Majlis-E-Ittehadul
Muslimeen (AIMIM).
AIMIM chief Asaduddin
Owaisi has campaigned for
Dhan trying to woo the
Muslim voters who has a
sizeable number.

The seat is tribal reserved
seat with tribal Sarna popu-
lation around 1.75 lakh, fol-
lowed by Hindu population
with around 74,000. The
seat has also sizeable Mus-
lim population as there are
70,000 Muslim. The seat,
having several missionaries,
has around 30,000 Christ-
ian.

Apart from Mandar, by-
polls to three Lok Sabha and
seven assembly seats took
place today across six states.
The results of these votes
will be announced on Sun-
day (June 26).

Hearing on PILs against Soren deferred to June 30

PNS [l RANCHI

The Jharkhand High
Court on Thursday deferred
the hearing of two PILs
against chief minister He-
mant Soren after his lawyer
Minakshi Arora said that
they have not received the
copies of the seven supple-
mentary affidavits filed by
the petitioner Shiv Shankar
Sharma in the PIL
4290/2021.

A surprised court said that
Mukul Rohatgi, who last
time appeared on behalf of
Hemant Soren never raised
this issue that copies were
not served to them. To this
Arora said that she had just
taken-up the case and she
was not aware of what hap-
pened with Mukul Rohatgi.

The next hearing will take
place on June 30 and the
court directed the petitioner
to provide copies of the sup-
plementary petitions to all
respondents. But the bench
of Chief Justice Dr. Ravi
Ranjan and Justice Sujit
Narayan Prasad were un-

happy with Amritansh Vat-
sa, who so far has been ap-
pearing on behalf of He-
mant Soren.

But it was seen that in PIL
4290/2021 he in the past ap-
peared for Hemant Soren
without filing vakalatnama.
He also assisted Mukul Ro-
hatgi as Advocate-on-record
in this PIL when he was not
authorised to do so, as he
had not filed the vakalatna-
ma. The court directed him
to submit all previous
vakalatnama.

During the hearing Arora
said that before hearing the
merits of the PIL, copies
should be provided so that
the counter petitions are
filed by the respondent He-
mant Soren. She said that a
SLP was filed before the
Supreme Court in this mat-

ter, hence, the High Court
should defer hearing till
July 11. But the court de-
clined this demand and said
the hearing can be stopped
only if the Supreme Court
orders a stay.

Lawyer of the petitioner
Rajiv Kumar on this said
that the respondents were
trying to delay the hearing
on one and other pretexts.

Kapil Sibal representing
Jharkhand government said
that Shiv Shankar Sharma
has made a sundry allega-
tion against Hemant Soren,
his brother Basant Soren
and many other persons. An
adverse court order will af-
fect these persons also
hence for justice these per-
sons should be given oppor-
tunity to argue for them be-
fore the court.

SV Raju representing the
CBI and the ED opposed
this argument. He said that
such hearing can’t be grant-
ed at this stage. Accused
have always had opportuni-
ties to prove their inno-
cence, SV Raju said.

INBRIEF

AUJ set to host three-day Amiphoria 2022

Amity University Jharkhand (AUJ) is all set to host
its Fourth Annual Youth Cultural Fest ‘Amiphoria
2022 atits campus in the state capital and Harivansh
Tana Bhagat Indoor Stadium, Mega Sports Complex,
Khelgaon from 24th June to 26th June 2022. Dr.
Shovona Choudhury, Assistant Director cum Amipho-
ria Convenor of Amity University Jharkhand said,
“This year it is special because after a gap of two
years due to Covid, we are again having this pro-
gramme with more than 40 events including sports
and cultural. More than 50 institutes from various
nooks and corners are participating. Adding to it, we
have a musical night and Electronic Dance Music

(EDM) night where students can showcase their tal-

ent.” VC, Prof. (Dr.) Raman Kumar Jha; Director, Prof.
(Dr.) Ajit Kumar Pandey and Registrar, Prabhakar Tri-
pathi, conveyed their blessings on this occasion.

(Ranchi). The stall will be operated and the product
information to the passengers will be given by the
craftsman Puja Toppo.

Aditi to represent India in Intl Debate

Adding another feather of
success in the cap of glorious
achievements of her Alma
mater, Aditi Shreya of DPS
Ranchi (Batch 2021) made
her school and nation proud
as she is going to represent
India in Nelson Mandela In-
ternational Debate Competi-
tion which will be held in
Geneva, Switzerland. She
has qualified three rounds of
debate in India and has been selected in one of the 16
teams across the globe. Currently, she is a student of
National Law Institute University, Bhopal. Elated with
her performance, she said, “l would give the credit for
this success to the teachers of DPS Ranchi and the
Principal’. Principal Dr. Ram Singh, congratulated Adi-
ti on her phenomenal success.

International Olympic Day at PAS Bokaro

2nd stall under One Station One Product
[ T = sdind |

The second temporary staII of the fifth phase of
the One Station One Product scheme was inaugu-
rated at Ranchi station of Ranchi Railway Division
here on Thursday. A 15-day temporary stall has
been set up by Naveen Utkarsh, Singh More, Hatia
(Ranchi) for the exhibition cum sale of various prod-
ucts like Handicraft Art - Hand Woven Bags, Bam-
boo Products and Woven Artifacts and Organic
Products like Pickles. The stall was inaugurated by
the lady traveler Rashmi Devi in the presence of the
office bearers of the division and the representa-
tives of Naveen Utkarsh Singh More, Hatia

The Pentecostal Assembly School observed In-
ternational Olympic Day on 23rd June 2022 by or-
ganising a Special Assembly which was hosted by
Students of XIl. The Assembly started with an
Olympic March which was led by the Principal. A
welcome Address by Aditya Raj and the informative
Video presentation added energy to the celebra-
tion. Amidst thunderous cheer, Students imperson-
ated the Indian Olympic medalists. The informative
Quiz conducted by Aditya Marandi motivated the
audience to learn more about the Olympics. Every-
one in the Assembly Hall appreciated the Self-
Composed poem by Ayush Kumar. Principal
Dr.Karuna Prasad acknowledged the compeerer
Saloni Singh and Priyanshu Raj for efficiently con-
ducting the Assembly. She congratulated students
for their phenomenal efforts and energised them to
dream big and work towards accomplishing it.
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GONGRESS DARES ED TO PROBE ADANI GROUP

Why is ED sitting over allegations that Modi was pushing its case for a project in Lanka: Gourav Vallabh

PNS B NEW DELHI

After senior Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi's five-day
grilling by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED), the Congress on
Thursday asked when the probe
agency would question the Adani
Group over allegations that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi was
pushing its case for a project in Sri
Lanka. The party accused the ED
of taking "enforced directives"
from the Modi Government.

The Sri Lanka issue was
reported in a section of the media,
but has been denied by the
Lankan Government as well as the
Adani Group. At an AICC press
conference, Congress spokesper-
son Gourav Vallabh cited reports
of the chairperson of the State-
owned Ceylon Electricity Board
(CEB) in Sri Lanka making claims
before a parliamentary panel that
the Indian Prime Minister had
allegedly "pressurised" Sri Lankan
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa to
award a wind power project to the
Adani Group.

"What was his compulsion?
Why are ED and other agencies
sleeping on this information?"
the Congress leader asked.

"Is this not a case of corrup-
tion worth investigating? Which
bureaucrats or Ministers is the ED

planning to call for an investiga-
tion? Has the ED ever called any-
one from the Adani Group, or is
it planning to call to investigate
these serious allegations? What
credibility does an agency like the
ED have... (it) is on a political
witch-hunt but failing on its duty
of investigating severe allegations

and crimes," he said.

During a hearing of the

had categorically denied
Ferdinando's statement before
the parliamentary panel.

The Adani Group earlier
issued a statement on the contro-
versy. "Our intent in investing in
Sri Lanka is to address the needs
of a valued neighbour. As a
responsible corporate, we see this
as a necessary part of the part-
nership that our two nations have
always shared," it said

During the press conference,
Vallabh also spoke on Rahul
Gandhi's questioning by the ED
over the last few days and said it
was a clear case of maligning his
reputation and a "mere political
stunt”.

He alleged that all central
agencies have been reduced to
pawns in the hands of the
Government. "All these agencies
have been queuing up to collect
their blindfolds only to make a
mockery of themselves," Vallabh
said, adding that the BJP
Government's claims have been
exposed in the last eight years and

CEB Chairperson MMC
Ferdinando, who claimed before
a parliamentary panel that Modi
allegedly influenced Gotabaya
Rajapaksa to award a wind power

Committee On Public Enterprises
(COPE), Ferdinando had said
Rajapaksa summoned him after a
meeting in November last year
and told him that the wind power

it has all been about "antics and
substance".

"A once-reputed agency such
as the ED can no longer be called
the Enforcement Directorate...

project to the Adani Group in the
island nation, resigned a day after

retracting his statement.

project must be awarded to Adani
Group's Gautam Adani as Modi
had urged that it be so. Rajapaksa

(it) is busy taking 'Enforced
Directives' from the Modi
Government," he alleged.

Sangrur by- electlon polllng time extensmn

EC seeks explanation
from Punjab’s Chief Secy

PNS B NEW DELHI

he The Election Commission (EC)

on Thursday sought an explanation
from Punjab's Chief Secretary and the
Deputy Commissioner of Sangrur to
explain why they sought extension of
polling time towards closing hours at 4
PM. without any new facts appearing on
the day of polling, thereby attempting to
influence a section of voters.

It said the letter of the Returning Officer

and a subsequent request by the Chief
Secretary at 4:05 PM. amounted to
"attempt to unduly interfere in the elec-
tion process and influence a certain class
of voters by conveying them to expedite
voting or wait for time extension.” The
commission condemns such behaviour
by the officers during the election
process, it said.

In a strongly-worded letter to the
Chief Electoral Officer (CEO) of Punjab,
the EC expressed "displeasure” on the
"unwarranted communication making

request for extension of poll timing on
polling day for reasons which pre-exist-
ed even during notification of the by-
election.”

Officials said the plea taken to
extend time was that people were still
working in the paddy fields. It was a fact
which was already known when the noti-
fication was issued.

"I have been directed to state that a
detailed explanation from the Chief
Secretary and Returning Officer shall be
called regarding reasons and circum-
stances and new facts that arose on the
afternoon of polling day, necessitating
writing of such a letter so as to reach the
Commission by Friday 1.00 P.M. to take
a further decision on initiating discipli-
nary proceedings,” the letter by an EC
Secretary said.

The Sangrur Lok Sabha bypoll was
necessitated after Bhagwant Mann won
a seat in the Punjab Assembly elections
recently and became the State's Chief
Minister.

NDA's Prez candidate
Murmu meets PM, Na|du

PNS B NEW DELHI

he NDA's presidential
Tcandidate Droupadi

Murmu who is expected
to file her nomination papers on
Friday called on Vice-President
M Venkaiah Naidu and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi here
on Thursday. Naidu's wife Usha
received Murmu at the portico
of the Upa-Rashtrapati Nivas.
Accompanied by Union
Minister Virendra Singh,
Murmu was with the Naidus for
nearly 30 minutes.

After arriving from Odisha
on Thursday morning, she met
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Home Minister Amit Shah.
Modi said her nomination has
been appreciated across all sec-
tions of society.

"Met Smt. Droupadi
Murmu ji. Her presidential
nomination has been appreci-
ated by all sections of society.
Her understanding of grassroots
problems and vision for India's

1st WASP to mull on changing nature of warfare

PNS B NEW DELHI

Issues like the optimum use of air
power for national security and the
changing nature of warfare will figure
prominently during the first Warfare
and Aerospace Strategy Programme
(WASP) that will conclude with a
Capstone Seminar here on Friday.
The seminar will be conducted by
the Indian Air Force (IAF) under the

aegis of the College of Air Warfare and
Centre for Air Power Studies. The IAF
chief VR Chaudhari will deliver the
keynote address. Senior officers from
all the three Services, air power schol-
ars, academia from principal think
tanks and premier colleges of the
country will take part in the event.
This Capstone Seminar aims to
showcase the learning objectives of the
WASP and help the IAF leadership to
validate the desired outcomes from the

program. The participants will present
papers on contemporary topics con-
cerning application of air power in
recent conflicts and the changing doc-
trinal precepts that establish the dom-
inant role of air power in national secu-
rity, IAF officials said here on
Thursday.

The WASP was conceptualised by
the IAF with the purpose of creating
a pool of mid-career air power prac-
titioners with strategic acumen and a

deep understanding of warfare histo-
ry and theory.

It aims to enhance the doctrinal
vision of the participants and cultivate
their aptitude for effective arguments
on strategy. It will further hone the
ability of the participants to link var-
ied thoughts and theories about the
whole-of-government approach to
statecraft. The course was organized at
CAW which is IAF's premier institute
for Air Power Studies.

development is outstanding,"
the Prime Minister said in a
tweet.

Murmu (64) is expected to
file her nomination papers on
Friday for the July 18 poll. The
Opposition has fielded former
Union Minister Yashwant Sinha
as its joint candidate for the
post. Murmu is expected to visit
different States to canvas for
votes after her nomination.

Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh Chauhan
asked people to celebrate on

Kids as young

as 3 also

suffer from long Covid

PNS B NEW DELHI

hildren as young as three-
‘ years-old also suffer from

long Covid that can last
at least two months, according
to a study published in The
Lancet Child & Adolescent
Health. The most commonly
reported symptoms among
these children were mood
swings, rashes and stomach
aches. In one of the largest stud-
ies, researchers from
Copenhagen  University
Hospital, Denmark analysed
data from a survey of 11,000
children aged 0-14 with a pos-
itive Covid-19 test result
between January 2020 and July
2021.

The data were then
matched by age and sex to over
33,000 children who had never
tested positive for Covid.

Among 4 to 11-year-olds
the most commonly reported
symptoms were mood swings,
trouble remembering or con-
centrating, rashes, and among
12 to 14-year-olds it was fatigue,
mood swings and trouble
remembering or concentrat-
ing. The results of the study

found children diagnosed with
Covid-19 in all age groups to be
more likely to experience at least
one symptom for two months or
longer than the control group.

In the 0 to 3-year age group
40 per cent of children diag-
nosed with Covid-19 (478 of
1,194 children) experienced
symptoms for longer than two
months, compared to 27 per
cent of controls (1,049 of 3,855
children).

For the 4 to 1l-year age
group, the ratio was 38 per cent
of cases (1,912 of 5,023 children)
compared to 34 per cent of con-
trols (6,189 of 18,372 children),
and for the 12 to 14-year age
group, 46 per cent of cases
(1,313 of 2,857 children) com-
pared to 41 per cent of controls
(4,454 0f 10,789 children) expe-
rienced long-lasting symptoms.

"Our findings align with
previous studies of long Covid
in adolescents showing that,
although the chances of children
experiencing long Covid is low,
especially compared to control

groups, it must be recognised
and treated seriously,” said
Professor Selina Kikkenborg
Berg from the hospital.

Friday when she filed her
nomination papers in Delhi
for the post. "A new revolution
is taking place. Those who
were last in society in the
development race are being
honoured and lifted up to
shape the country's future,"
Chouhan said.

Chouhan and State BJP
president VD Sharma, both of
whom were wearing tribal
outfits, danced with a large
group of tribal people at the
party office here on the occa-
sion. "The move honours the
entire tribal community, not
just Droupadi Murmuji,"
Chouhan said, noting that
the State's population includes
around two crore tribal peo-
ple."A tribal sister will be
occupying the country's high-
est constitutional post. It is a
matter of pride,” he said.

Bommai’s 2nd Delhi trip
triggers speculation

PNS B NEW DELHI

Karnataka Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai who is
one of the proposers of
NDA presidential candidate
Droupadi Murmu’s name
reached the national Capital
on Thurday. This is Bommai’s
second visit this month,
which also sparked off spec-
ulation about the much-
awaited expansion of his
Cabinet.

His schedule in the
national Capital includes
meeting Union Ministers.

Though there is no ref-
erence to any meeting with
party leaders in the schedule,
speculation is that it is the BJP
central leadership that has

asked Bommai to come to the
Capital.

According to some
sources, there is a possibility
of discussion regarding a
Cabinet rejig during the
meeting, which has been dis-
counted by party sources.

The Chief Minister's
Delhi visit in the backdrop of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's two-day visit to
Karnataka earlier this week
and the BJP national presi-
dent JP Nadda's tour last
weekend has given rise to
speculations.

Chief Minister Bommai
is under pressure from some
aspirants to expand his
Cabinet at the earliest, ahead
of Assembly polls next year.

BJP using agencies to
topple Maha Govt: CPI(M)

PNS B NEW DELHI

The CPI(M) Polit Bureau on
Thursday accused the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) of
utilsing central agencies and
Gujarat and Assam State
Governments for destablising
the Maharashtra Government.

CPI(M) general secretary
Sitaram Yechury said central
agencies were being misused by
the BJP to topple the State
Governments run by other par-
ties.

“The Polit Bureau of the
CPI(M) strongly condemns the
manner in which MLAs
belonging to the Shiv Sena
have been spirited away to
Surat and then to Guwahati,
both of which are BJP-ruled
States. This has been done by

the BJP utilising the State
machinery in both the States.
The Central agencies have also
been utilised to target the
Ministers and Legislators of
the Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
Government with the aim of
destabilising the Maharashtra
Government. This shameless
use of State power is in line with
the BJP’s earlier efforts to tar-
get Opposition-ruled State
Governments with a view to
topple them,” said the CPI(M)
Polit Bureau in a statement.

“Condemn gross misuse
of Central agencies and BJP
State Government machinery
to destabilise Maharashtra
MVA Government. Strongly
protest this misuse of State
power to undermine democra-
cy; said Yechury.

NIA arrests 3 in
CPI (Maoist)

recruitment case
PNS B NEW DELHI

he The National

Investigation Agency
(NIA) on Thursday con-
ducted searches at three
locations in Ranga Reddy,
Medak and Secunderabad
districts of Telangana and
arrested three accused per-
sons in a CPI (Maoist)
recruitment case. The case
relates to the conspiracy
and recruitment of one col-
lege student, into the fold of
the proscribed terrorist
organisation CPI (Maoist)
by the leaders/members of
the Chaitanya Mabhila
Sangham (CMS) , a frontal
organisation of the outfit.

The arrested include
Chukka Shilpa, one
Dongari Devendra and
Dubasi Swapna.
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Unlon Minister of State for Food Processmg Industries M|n|stry Prahlad Singh Patel (fourth from right) on Thursday |naugurated the Natlonal Conference on Millets on

the theme ‘The Future Super Food for India’ i

in New Delhi, organised by ASSOCHAM.

NIA gets new D-G
PNS B NEW DELHI

The Centre on Thursday
appointed senior IPS offi-
cer Dinkar Gupta (1987 batch
officer of the Punjab Cadre) as
the Director General of the
anti-terror probe agency
National Investigation Agency
(NIA). Meanwhile, Swagat
Das (1987-batch officer,
Chattisgarh cadre) was
appointed Special Secretary
(Internal Security) in the
Union Home Ministry.

He is currently Special
Director in the Intelligence
Bureau (IB).

Conman can only be moved to

Mandoli jail, Centre tells SC

PNS B NEW DELHI

The Centre on Thursday proposed to the
Supreme Court that if at all the conman
Sukesh Chandrashekhar and his wife Leena are
to be shifted outside the Tihar Jail, then they
should be lodged only in Mandoli prison. which
is guarded by paramilitary forces.

The conman is presently in jail for imper-
sonating as Law Secretary and PMO officials by
calling jailed Ranbaxy promoter’s wife and offer-
ing bail and extorting more than ¥.200 crore.

Detailing the notorious activities of
Chandrasekhar, the Centre’s counsel said con-
niving with some Tihar Jail officials, he even called
Supreme Court Judges, impersonating as the Law
Minister and sought favourable orders.

He was first caught for proming to get a favor-
able decision from the Election Commission in
the ATADMK factions’ case for election symbol.
Chandrasekhar was accused of lobbying for
ATADMK rebel leader Dinakaran to get the party’s
symbol. The Enforcement Directorate (ED)
opposed the transfer of Chandrashekhar and his
wife to any other jail outside Delhi on the alleged
ground of a threat to their life and added that they
will be protected by police personnel from Tamil
Nadu Special Police Force and would be observed
through CCTV cameras.A vacation bench of
Justices CT Ravi Kumar and Sudhanshu Dhulia
asked senior advocate R Basant, appearing for
Chandrashekhar, to file his objections to the
Centre's proposal to shift the accused to Mandoli
Jail and posted the matter for further hearing on

prisoner

in his favour.

June 30. The bench observed that a person who
is lodged in prison cannot choose which jail he
is to be lodged in. The top court recorded the
submission of Additional Solicitor General SV
Raju, appearing for the Centre of shifting
Chandrashekhar to Mandoli jail, and said since
the court had on June 17 asked the Government
to suggest a name of the jail, where he could be
transferred, the matter could proceed only after
the compliance of the order.

“The ED call it a bribe and I call it extortion
by the jail staff. I along with my wife are facing
a threat to life. Kindly transfer me to some other
prison outside Delhi”, said Advocate Basanth
appearing for the conman, adding that implead-
ment of ED has still not been allowed and the
agency has nothing to do with the transfer of the

ASG Raju on other hand submitted that
Chandrashekhar is a 'conman' and is accused in
nearly three dozen cases and in one of the inci-
dents he has impersonated a Supreme Court judge
and called up a trial court judge to pass orders

Unitech assets worth ¥257 crore
attached provisionally, says ED

pns M New Delhi

he Enforcement Directorate

(ED) on Thursday said it has
provisionally attached movable
and immovable assets worth
%257 crore in Gurugram, Goa,
Chennai and other places in a
money laundering case against
Unitech Limited.

The total proceeds of crime
detected by the ED in the case
is 6,452 crore.

“The provisionally attached
properties include residen-
tial/commercial units, land
parcels, demand drafts, equity
shares and bank account bal-
ances. The properties are owned
by CIG (Chandra Investment
Group) Realty Fund and
Authentic Group.Two Separate
Provisional attachment orders
were issued for attaching these
assets, , the ED said in a state-
ment.

The ED had registered a
money laundering case against
Unitech Group on June 6, 2018
following a directive of the
Supreme Court.

The money laundering case
was registered on the basis of
FIRs registered by Economic

Offences Wing (EOW), Delhi
Police and Saket police station
here under various sections of
the Indian Penal Code (IPC)
and relevant provisions of the
Prevention of Corruption Act.

For purchasing these prop-
erties, homebuyers’ funds of Rs
244 crore were illegally divert-
ed by the Unitech promoters to
CIG Realty Fund.

The diverted funds were
used to purchase land-owning
companies of Unitech Group,
the agency said.

Aurum Asset Management
Private Limited was one of the
companies controlled by the
Chandra family, the promoters
of the Unitech Group, which
was used to manage the affairs
of CIG Realty Fund. This com-
pany was also used by Chandras’
to siphon-off the investors'
funds from the accounts of CIG
Realty Fund, it said.

“The misappropriated funds
were used to finance the illegal
activities of Chandras such as
bribing certain Tihar Jail officials
and other personal expenses of
Ajay Chandra and Sanjay
Chandra,” it said.

In 2007, instead of building

houses, homebuyers’ funds to
the tune of Rs 60.25 crore were
illegally diverted by Chandras to
Authentic Group with an inten-
tion to build a seven-star resort
in South Goa. On the basis of
money trail in this matter, the
ED has attached the southern
Goa land for the benefit of
homebuyers, it further said.

During the money laun-
dering investigation, the ED
has arrested five individuals
namely Sanjay Chandra, Ajay
Chandra, Ramesh Chandra,
Preeti Chandra and Rajesh
Malik.

Presently, all of them are in
judicial custody. As many as 45
search operations have been
conducted in this matter and 14
provisional attachment orders
including the current attach-
ments of various domestic and
overseas assets worth a total
value of Rs 1,059.52 crore have
been attached.

The attachment orders
include the attachment of assets
of Carnoustie Group, Shivalik
Group, Trikar Group, CIG
Realty Fund, Authentic Group
and the assets of shell and per-
sonal companies of Chandras.
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EPS emerges as AIADMK’s
next leader as OPS shunned

KUMAR CHELLAPPAN
CHENNAI

he battle in the ATADMK

for control of the party
reached a new phase as coor-
dinator and former Chief
Minister O Panneerselvam and
his associates walked out of the
General Council meeting held
on Thursday at Chennai.

Though Paneerselvam
wanted to move 23 resolu-
tions as part of his bid to take
over the party, Edappadi
Palaniswamy, the co-cordina-
tor supported by more than 69
party district secretaries out of
75, succeeded in ensuring the
move. “Let us appoint
Edappadi Palaniswami as the
general secretary and then we
will see whether to move the 23
resolutions,” said C V
Shanmugham, MP and former
Law Minister in the Edappadi
Palaniswami Cabinet.

The general body meeting
saw many former supporters of
Panneerselvam jumping fences
and joining hands with
Palaniswamy. The
Panneerselvam faction tried
its best to get the general body
meeting stayed but the Madras
High Court which heard the
plea by faction for staying the
Thursday meeting refused to
grant any stay to the meeting
but restrained the leadership
from going ahead with the
move to elevate Palaniswamy as

the general secretary of the
party.

Since the demise of
Jayalalithaa on December 5,
2016, the ATADMK was disin-
tegrating slowly. Earlier,
Sasikala, the live-in aid to the
former tried to take control of
the party but without any luck.
The Madras High Court in a
late evening hearing on
Wednesday refused to stay the
general council meeting con-
vened for Thursday but asked
the Palaniswamy faction not to
tamper with the existing dual-
leadership of the party.

Thursday’s meeting saw
the entire general council meet-
ing condemning and shouting

down the resolutions intro-
duced by Panneerselvam. In a
sudden turn of events, K P
Munusamy, a hitherto trusted
aide of Panneerselvam made a
turn around and declared that
the party should follow the sin-
gle leadership pattern which
was in vogue since the
AJADMK was launched by
party founder M G
Ramachandran.

The General Council of the
party would be held on July 11
and that meeting would decide
the fate of Panneerselvam. If
the kind of reception accorded
to Palaniswami on Thursday is
any indication, stage is set for
his coronation as the general

Secretary. “Panneerselvam has
nowhere to go now. His son P
Raveendranath’s meetings with
Chief Minister M K Stalin
have not been accepted by the
ATADMK members. Moreover
he is seen as a Sasikala acolyte,”
said Kolahala Srenivasan, a
political observer based in
Chennai.

Besides Munusamy, Dr V
Mythreyan, another camp fol-
lower of Panneerselvam too
switched over to Palaniswami
faction leaving Panneerselvam
gasping. “It is certain that
Palaniswamy would be the
unitary leader the party is
waiting for, said Doraisamy
Raveendran.

nation

Administration, security agencies
oear up for Amarnath Yatra

MOHIT KANDHARI B JAMMU

Ahead of the beginning of
the 42-day long Amarnath
yatra from June 30, the Union
Territory administration has
geared up its entire machinery
along with different security
agencies to ensure peaceful
conduct of the yatra.

A mock drill was organized
under the supervision of Lt
Gen Syed Ata Hasnain (Retd)
and Major Gen Sudhir Bahl
(Retd) to test the disaster pre-
paredness and improvise the
response strategy where
required.

The mock Drill was con-
ducted by the Department of
Disaster Management in col-
laboration with National
Disaster Management
Authority and District Disaster
Management Authorities from
June 22 to 23rd.

The exercise was conduct-
ed to assess the overall pre-
paredness and response mea-
sures taken at critical sites to
deal with any untoward inci-
dent by all the concerned gov-
ernment and private agencies
on both the routes of Shri
Amarnath Ji Yatra from
Sonamarg to Holy Cave and
Pahalgam to Chandanwari
route.

During the mock drill, sev-
eral scenarios including fire
incidents, terrorist attacks,
vehicular accidents and stam-
pede were simulated. The sim-

ulations were held at Nunwan
Base camp and in adjacent
areas.

Additional Deputy
Commissioner (ADC)
Anantnag, Ghulam Hassan
Sheikh who was present on the
occasion said that response
strategies for these mock sce-
narios have been discussed
threadbare and any gap areas
identified have been addressed.

He said that the mock
exercise has been very fruitful
in ensuring that all stakehold-
ers are well versed with their
responsibilities. He said that the
exercise has been instrumental
in ensuring interdepartmental

coordination.

Officials from National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF), State Disaster
Response Force (SDRF),
Rashtriya Rifles, Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF),
Army, Police, Health Dept,
Civil Defence, Transport, Fire
& Emergency Services and
other emergency services
attended the mock exercises.

MS Bhatia, IG Kashmir
OPS, Sector CRPF also took
stock of the security deploy-
ment to ensure peaceful pil-
grimage. Briefing the media, IG
CRPF said," Amarnath Yatra is
going to resume after a gap of

2 years. CRPF has an important
role to play in the security of
the devotees.

All security measures have
been taken in order to conduct
the Amarnath Yatra peaceful-
ly. The Union Home Ministry
had earlier rushed around 350
companies of the central para-
military forces for yatra duty. In
Jammu, Divisional
Commissioner Ramesh Kumar
Thursday visited the Jammu-
Srinagar National Highway
near Samroli to take stock of
the ongoing restoration work to
clear the massive land-
slides/mudslides. Due to dis-
ruption of traffic on the high-
way, a large number of supply
trucks and passenger vehicles
have been stranded.

Meanwhile, Additional
Director General of BSF
(Western Command) PV
Ramasastry also reviewed
preparations  of  Shri
Amarnathji yatra. He was
briefed by IG Jammu frontier
DK Boora about the prevailing
security scenario in the region.
ADG BSF also visited Samba
and Kathua borders to review
the operational preparedness of
field formations.

During his interactions
with the officers of the Jammu
frontier the BSF officer laid
emphasis on the threat posed
by the cross border tunnel
and Pakistani drones abetting
smuggling of weapons/ nar-
cotics.

10 pilgrims among 20 killed |

PNS B LUCKNOW

Rload mishaps claimed 20
ives, including 10 in
Pilibhit and eight in Hamirpur
districts respectively since
Wednesday night.

In the first tragic road
accident reported from Pilibhit
district, 10 devotees were
killed while six others were
injured when their vehicle
rammed into a tree in the early
hours of Thursday.

Two of the injured were in
critical condition and were
shifted to Bareilly.

Police reached the spot
and started an investigation.

According to reports, a
speeding pickup overturned
on the highway after ramming
into a tree in the Gajraula
police station area of Pilibhit.

The pickup was full of devo-
tees returning to Gola after
taking a bath in the Ganga in
Haridwar. The injured said
that the accident happened as
the driver dozed off. While
eight died on the spot, two
more were pronounced dead
at the hospital.

District Magistrate Pulkit
Khare and Superintendent of
Police Dinesh Kumar P
reached the district hospital as
soon as they got information
about the incident. The district
magistrate said that while
returning to Gola from
Haridwar, the pickup met with
an accident near Gajraula.

There were 17 people in
the vehicle.

The deceased were identi-
fied as Laxmi (28), Rachna
(28), Sarla Devi (60), Harsh

(16), Khushi (2), Sushant (14),
Anand (3), Lalman (65),
Shyamsundar (55) and driver
Dilshad (35), all hailing from
Gola.

Those injured in the
mishap were identified as
Sheelam Shukla (35), Sanjeev
Shukla (35), Praveen (19),
Prashant (17), Krishnapal
Shukla (33), Poonam Devi
(42) and Rishu alias Yash
Trivedi (16).

In another mishap in
Hamirpur district, eight peo-
ple were killed and seven
injured after a loader truck
collided with an auto-rick-
shaw on Wednesday evening.

Police said the injured
were shifted to a nearby hos-
pital for treatment.

According to the police,
the accident took place on the

National Highway in the
Maudaha Kotwali area of
Hamirpur district.

“Eight people were killed
and seven injured in the col-
lision between a loader truck
and an auto-rickshaw on the
National Highway in Maudaha
Kotwali area of Hamirpur.
The injured have been shifted
to a hospital,” Circle Officer of
Maudaha, Vivek Yadav, said.

Meanwhile, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
expressed condolences to the
families of those who lost
their lives in the Hamirpur
accident.

“The  accident in
Hamirpur, Uttar Pradesh is
very painful. I express my
deepest condolences to the
families of those who lost
their lives, as well as to the

N separate mlshaps n UP

injured for a speedy recovery.
The state government and the
local administration are doing
all they can to help the
injured,” Prime Minister Modi
tweeted. In the another mishap
on Fatehpur-Lucknow high-
way, two cousins riding bicy-
cles were crushed by a dumper
coming from behind when
they were returning from a
wedding ceremony.

Reports said that Shyamu
Paswan (14) and Rinku (20)
were cousins hailing from
Manpur Majre Bhadar village.
They had gone to attend the
marriage of their cousin
Jitendra in Mishramau vil-
lage. When they were return-
ing home by bicycle early in
the morning on Thursday, a
speeding dumper crushed
their bicycle and killed both of

hem. The driver fled from the
spot with the dumper soon

after the mihap. The local
police sent the bodies for

autopsy and launched a hunt
for the absconding driver.

(Govt working on strategy to manufacture
rare-disease drugs indigenously

ARCHANA JYOTI ® NEW DELHI

With no domestic manu-
facturers developing
drugs for people ailing with rare
genetic diseases in India which
is home to 8 crore such patients,
the Government is working on
a strategy to indigenously man-
ufacture the drugs or bring
generic drugs which are oft-
patent here as well as develop
process chemistry for drugs
under patent to make it afford-
able once patent expires.

Presently drugs are very
costly and many times out of
the reach of the patients too.

A senior official from the
Department of Science and
Technology (DST) under the
Union Science and Technology
has sought proposals from
interested research groups for
treatment of the rare genetic
diseases.

“One-fifth of the global

population is in India. High-
genetic disease prevalence has
been noted in affected com-
munities with high genetic
relatedness between parents
and the majority of rare diseases
in India occur at birth due to
recessive genetic defects. While
many of the commonly occur-
ring rare diseases have viable
therapies, most of these thera-
peutic agents are patent pro-
tected and very expensive for
the Indian user.

“Thus, there is a large
unmet need for indigenously
manufactured therapeutic
agents for rare diseases.
Currently, a few pharmaceuti-
cal companies are manufactur-
ing drugs for rare diseases
globally and there are no
domestic manufacturers in
India except for Food for
Special Medical Purposes
(FSMP) for small molecule
inborn errors of metabolism.

The DST has sought pro-
posals from the interested
pharma manufacturers as to “to
bring generic drugs which are
off- patent or to develop process
chemistry for drugs under
patent to make it affordable
once patent expires,” said the
official. The last date for sub-
mitting applications is July 15,
the ofticial informed.

According to the official,
the rare diseases which may be
targeted for the proposals
include Lysosomal storage dis-
orders, Gaucher disease,
Mucopolysaccharidoses (all
types), Pompe disease, Fabry
disease, Niemann Pick disease,
Metachromatic Leukodstrophy,
Krabbe disease, Small molecule
diseases (Phenylketonuria,
Maple Syrup Urine Disease
(MSUD), Neuromuscular
Disorders such as Spinal
Muscular Atrophy (SMA) and
Dystrophinopathies

There are 7,000 different
rare diseases known today, but
many more still to be identified.
Eighty-five to 90 percent of
these are considered “serious or
life threatening;” and for many,
there are no known effective
treatments — less than 10 per-
cent of the known rare diseases
have an approved treatment
available. About 80 percent of
rare diseases are caused by
genetic abnormalities and half
of these diseases impact chil-
dren. Manufacturing of drugs
for these categories of diseases
are full of challenges.

According to the Tufts
Center for the Study of Drug
Development, it takes nearly
four years longer to develop an
orphan drug compared with
medicines to treat more com-
mon conditions. Additionally,
only about 6 percent of those
drugs reach approval, compared
with a 12 percent overall

Man who threatened to blow up
RSS offices claims PFI link

PNS B LUCKNOW

The sleuths of the Anti-
Terrorists Squad (ATS)
grilling Raj Mohammad who
threatened to blow up the
offices  of  Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS),
claimed he has connection
with the Popular Front of India
(PFI).

Sources said that Raj
Mohammed, arrested from
Tamil Nadu on June 7 last, has
revealed during the interroga-
tion by UP ATS that he had
worked for the PFI and SDPI
for three years.

At present, the ATS is
interrogating Mohammad on
remand.

Raj Mohammad, who
threatened to bomb six RSS
offices in the country, dis-
closed that he was an active
member of the Popular Front
of India (PFI) and the Socialist

Democratic Party of India
(SDPI) between 2018 and 2021.
However, what he did after
2021, he has not yet disclosed.
It may be mentioned that
Dr Neelkanth Mani Pujari,
associated with the Sangh, was
threatened on his WhatsApp
number that the RSS offices
would be blown up with
bombs. The threat was to blow
up RSS offices in Lucknow,
Nawabganj in Unnao and four
places in Karnataka. This threat
was sent in three languages.
After getting the threat,
Neelkanth lodged an FIR at
Madiaon police station.
Taking the threat serious-
ly, UP ATS started investigat-
ing and later alerted the Tamil
Nadu police and after tracking
the address of the alleged
accused, he was taken into
custody by Thirukokarnam
police station, Pudhukottai.
The ATS  brought

Mohammad the Lucknow and
took his police custody remand
to grill him further.

Meanwhile, sleuths of the
National Investigation Agency
raided a house in Deoband and
arrested an accused, identi-
fied as Majidullah, hailing from
Myanmar. The arrest was made
in connection with the involve-
ment of the accused in human
trafficking racket. Majidullah is
accused of settling illegal
Rohingya Bangladeshi Muslims
in India. Mobiles, laptops, SIM
cards were recovered from
him. Sources confirmed that
the NIA team raided Deoband
in Saharanpur district on
Wednesday night and arrested
a Myanmar national for alleged
illegal smuggling of Rohingyas
into India and Muslims from
Bangladesh.

An NIA spokesperson said
that the case related to illegal
smuggling of Rohingya and

Muslims from Bangladesh into
India and settling them in dif-
ferent parts of the country on
the basis of fake documents.

The NIA said that taking
cognisance in this matter, a case
was registered in December last
year. The agency had filed a
charge-sheet against six
accused in this case on June 4.
During the searches, digital
devices, mobile phones, SIM
cards, laptops, memory cards
and other documents indicat-
ing involvement in the crime
were also seized, a spokesman
said.

The spokesman said that
during the investigation, the
involvement of the arrested
Myanmar national Majidullah
in the conspiracy to smuggle
people to different parts of
India was revealed. He said that
the accused was arrested from
Deoband and further investi-
gation was on.

Two RPF personnel suspended for assaulting four AMU students

PNS B ALIGARH

ne RPF Inspector and

Constable were accused
of assaulting four students of
the Aligarh Muslim University
at the railway station, after
which they were suspended.

On Thursday, AMU stu-
dents created a ruckus for sev-
eral hours. It is alleged that the
RPF Inspector and Constable
beat up the three students who
had come to see off a fellow stu-
dent and the student who was
supposed to travel by the
Farakka Express. Hundreds of
students came to the station on
the news of assault on the stu-
dents. They were demanding
action against the culprits.

Proctorial team also arrived.
Seeing the anger of the stu-
dents, the accused Inspector
and Constable have been sus-
pended. It was only after that,
that the matter could be settled.

Shahid, a student of West
Bengal, had to go to his home
by Farakka Express. Three fel-
low students had reached the
station to see off Shahid in the
train. The train reached the sta-
tion at around 12:30 PM. The
train was very crowded.
Somehow fellow students made
Shahid board the train.

It is alleged that then RPF's
ASI Prempal and constable
Kuldeep, who were present on
the platform, stopped them
while they were coming back.

He asked for platform tickets
from all three. The students
introduced themselves and told
that they were students of
AMU, had come to board the
fellow student. It is alleged
that on this matter, the RPF
personnel first started abusing
them than they also beat them
up.

Along with informing his
colleagues in this matter, the
aggrieved student informed
the AMU management.

On information, a large
number of students came to the
station and started creating
ruckus demanding action
agamst the guilty RPF person-
nel.

The proctorial team

reached the station. Talks were
held with railway officials on
the phone itself. After this, the
announcement of suspension

of accused ASI Prempal and
constable Kuldeep was made.
Then somewhere the commo-
tion calmed down.

Vrindavan widows plant trees
to mark Int1 Widows' Day

PNS B LUCKNOW

Thursday was a special day
for the elderly widows of
Vrindavan when they observed
International Widows” Day by
participating in plantation dri-
ves.

The widows living in the
widows’ ashram in Vrindavan
planted many saplings in
Krishna Kutir Mahila Sadan on
Thursday afternoon to mark
the International Widows’ Day.
In the light of the 75th year of
India’s Independence 75
saplings were planted by them

on Thursday

Sulabh International took
the initiative to observe
International Widows” Day for
the widows living in Maa
Sharda Ashram and Krishna
Kutir in Vrindavan.

Chhavi Dasi, one of the
widows, said it was the first
time they planted saplings to
mark this day and this showed
their resolve towards nature.

Sulabh International has
been taking care of hundreds of
widows living in various
ashrams in Vrindavan and
Varanasi since 2012. Under
the initiative of Dr Bindeshwar
Pathak, widows take part in fes-
tivals like Holi, Diwali and
other rituals whereas earlier
they were not allowed to take
part in festivals and auspi-
cious functions.
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Down, but not out

Uddhav’s precarious position in Maharashtra may
be a setback but doesn’t mean the end of the road

aharashtra Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray’s departure from his official
IVl residence ‘Varsha’ on Wednesday night to his family home ‘Matoshree’
may seem to be a decline, if not the end, of his family’s hold over the
party that his father, Bal Thackeray, built. It was quite emotional, with a large num-
ber of Shiv Sainiks showing solidarity with him. As emotional as his (farewell?)
speech: “Will quit as Chief Minister and leave official residence if even one of
the disgruntled MLAs says he doesn’t want me as Chief Minister.” His speech
was on Facebook, as he has been infected with the Coronavirus. He made three
main points that need to be highlighted. One, he presented himself as an atypi-
cal politician; he is not among those for whom
power is to be grabbed at any cost: “I have kept
letter of my resignation as Chief Minister ready,
willing to resign this very moment.” Two, his party
is still with him: “Getting calls from MLAs who have
gone with Eknath Shinde; they are claiming that
they were forcibly taken away.” And, finally, he has
reiterated his adherence to Hindu nationalism:
“Shiv Sena can’t be separated from Hindutva.” His
followers and sympathisers will agree with him,
but others may like to raise a few questions. The
Shiv Sena fought and won the 2019 Assembly
- ' | election in alliance with the Bharatiya Janata Party,
with the BJP’s Devendra Fadnavis as the chief ministerial candidate. Then why
did Shiv Sena ditch the BJP, the only other Hindutva force in the country, for the
parties that are inherently anti-Hindutva?

Further, are Shiv Sena legislators calves and cubs that could be forcibly taken
away to a State hundreds of miles away? And if that is the case, Thackeray can-
not be absolved of the blame of having given tickets to so many weaklings, for
he also happens to be the supreme leader of the party. One can still sympathise
with a leader who has been abandoned by his followers, but his competence in
running the party and Government leaves a lot to be desired. He obviously failed
to gauge the intensity of resentment in his own party, as is evident from the fact
that two out of three of his MLAs were with Shinde. The exodus continues. On
Thursday morning, three more Sena MLAs — Deepak Kesakar, Mangesh Kudalkar
and Sada Sarvankar — flew to Assam where the rebels are camping. So, is the
party over for Uddhav, indeed for the Thackeray family? If that is the case, it may
imply that a political party has been able to shrug off the shackles of the family
that birthed it. It would, however, be premature to reach the conclusion that the
Thackeray family’s political career has ended; it is down but it may not be out.
Like Chirag Paswan, who lost control over the LJP but claims to be the inheritor
of Ram Vilas Paswan’s legacy. Let’s wait and watch.

A man rides a bicycle as monsoon clouds hover in the sky in Nadia district, West Bengal PTI

Vendetta?

The UP Govt’s action of bulldozing illegal houses
in the State has raised a lot of heat and dust
-I'he Yogi Adityanath-led Uttar Pradesh Government has been brazening out the allega-

t

ions of ‘bulldozer politics’, which is basically a euphemism for targeting those people

who have been speaking out against the ruling BJP Government. The issue snowballed
into @ major controversy after the properties of certain people accused of participating in
violent protests against remarks by two former Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leaders on Prophet
Muhammad were demolished to allegedly punish them for raising their voice against the estab-
lishment. In fact, the issue has reached even the Supreme Court, where the State Government
submitted that “no property in the State was demolished to punish” people. Though the State
has clarified that bulldozers were pressed into service to raze illegal constructions in accor-
dance with municipal laws and after providing due opportunity to the violators, it is too much
of a coincidence that the action came about soon after protests broke out in Kanpur and
Prayagraj in the first fortnight of June against now-sus-
pended BJP spokesperson Nupur Sharma and expelled
party leader Naveen Jindal for their remarks against
Prophet Muhammad. Subsequently, the UP Government
demolished three properties in these cities.

The Government took the stand that these demoli-
tions “had no relation to the riots”, and that the actions
were taken as part of the ongoing demolition drive against
encroachment and illegal construction. Though it
sounds like the first plausible excuse that the State
Government took the stringent steps in accordance with
statutes, the two applications filed by Muslim body Jamiat
Ulama-i-Hind asked for restrictions on the State
Government on further action. However, the Government’s
contention was that the organisation “deliberately obfuscated the true facts to paint a nefar-
ious picture of alleged mala fide on the part of the administration”. Referring to the two prop-
erties partly demolished in Kanpur, the Government claimed that proceedings were initiated
under municipal law long before the riots in June — in one case, in August 2020 and, in
another, in February 2020. The violators are said to have even admitted to the illegality of the
buildings and moved applications for compounding the acts by payment of appropriate charges.
But we, the people, don't really know which side the truth stands on. Suffice to say, it's the
public’s duty to respect the maintenance of law and order and the Government’s to not take
revengeful action against its own citizens.

Freedom of speech
& expression 1s alive ===

Contrary to claims that the situation in present-day India is worse than in
the days of Emergency press at the time was throttled and dlssenters jailed

n Latin, ‘Ut est rerum omni-
Ium magister usus’ means

“Experience is the best
teacher”. The term was popu-
larised by management gurus
with sufficient evidence and
proof. This is a phrase attributed
to the great Roman General
Julius Caesar and finds mention
in De Bello Civili, his war mem-
oirs.

A major reason for opposi-
tion to war, which is common
among the Europeans, could be
their shocking experiences from
the two World Wars in which
millions perished and many
more were maimed. There are
accounts by authors like Winston
Churchill (the former British
Prime Minister who had covered
the First World War for The
Pioneer) about the post-WWII
Europe totally devastated. The
sights were unbearable and the

generation that grew up experi-
encing the economic hardship
and poverty became strong crit-
ics of any kind of war. Late MKK
Nair, a former bureaucrat, had
given first-hand information
about England in the aftermath
of WWIL. Nair, who was under-
going professional training in
Plymouth, has written in his
autobiography ‘With No Il
Feeling Against Anybody’ that
only kids were eligible for sugar
and chocolates: “Since there was
severe shortage of power, only
limited quantity of water could
be heated for bathing as the win-
ter was at its peak”

When maverick musician
TM Krishna (born in 1976)
declared in a public function
sometime back that there was no
freedom of expression or right to
speak one’s mind, the media
highlighted his speech as if he
was disclosing something new.
What the musician forgot was
that his statement reminded one
of the term ‘oxymoron’ as his dis-
closure was poles apart from the
reality. If there is no freedom of
speech or right to dissent, would
the media highlight the claim as
a major report?

The comedy lies in the truth
that Krishna and his generation,
born in the post-internal
Emergency phase, do not know
the seriousness of freedom of
expression. There was a time

when the Indian subcontinent
was under the spell of dicta-
torship as well as despotism.
The generation that grew up
in that period stood silently
when human rights, civil
rights and freedom of speech
and expression were crushed
to powder by then Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi, her
younger son Sanjay and a car-
tel of persons who were mem-
bers of their court. That was
the era when the Prime

Minister had the audacity to THE GENERATION
defend corruption in hig“h THAT GREW UP IN
e honerbing it as @ THAT PERIOD STOOD

W?a]lit led to the deglara- SILENTLY WHEN
tion of Emergency and sus- HUMAN R|GHTS,
et by ahe llsiabeg CIVIL RIGHTS AND
Court on a pettion fed by [ NEEDOM OF SPEECH
Raj Narainl,) the socialis)'; AND EXPRESSION
Indirss dlection from Hee  WERE CRUSHED TO
Bl e 7L e ME MINISTER
icged that Indira nad _ INDIRA GANDHI
utilised the services of HER YOUNGER SON
s ipe hrbern SAJAY GANDHI AND
related works. Being a THEIR COTERIE

Government servant, Kapoor
was not supposed to do
Indira’s political bidding. It
was gross violation of the
Representation of People’s

Act, argued lawyer Shanti
Bhushan who appeared for
Raj Narain.

On June 12, 1975, Justice
Jagmohan Lal Sinha set aside
Indira’s election and disqual-
ified her from contesting any
election for six years. Justice
Sinha was kind enough to stay
his own judgment to enable
Indira to appeal in the
Supreme Court. By the time
of the verdict, there had been
widespread resentment
against Indira. Members of
her ‘kitchen cabinet’ advised
her to proclaim Emergency,
arrest the Opposition leaders
and throw them behind bars.
Thankfully, there were no
satellite TV channels while All
India Radio and Doordarshan
had the monopoly over pub-
lic broadcast. Gandhi declared
press censorship which made
the newspapers to seek per-
mission from censor officers
for publishing news. All India
Radio was labelled ‘All Indira
Radio’ globally as the world’s
largest radio network started
airing only the speeches and
songs eulogising ‘Madam
Indira. People who now allege
that there is no freedom of
expression and speech in
India should take out some
time and read the archived
newspaper copies!

There are some political
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TRAGEDY IN AFGHANISTAN

Sir — It’s heartbreaking! A powerful
earthquake (5.9 magnitude) struck a
remote border region of Afghanistan
killing at least 1,000 people and injured
more than 1,500, reminiscent of 1998
when a 6.1 magnitude quake in the north-
east of Afghanistan killed at least 4,500
people and injured more than 10,000. The
scenario is so tragic that every street one
goes to, he/she hears people mourning the
deaths of their beloved ones. It’s a pity that
the isolated Afghanistan regime may
face struggle for aid after the earthquake,
because humanitarian appeals for Taliban-
ruled countries have had poor respons-
es and there are sanctions.

The Taliban’s supreme leader,
Haibatullah Akhundzadah, pleaded with
the international community to help the
Afghan people affected by this tragedy
and to spare no effort. Reacting to the
request made by the Taliban leaders,
India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi
said India stands by the people of
Afghanistan in their difficult times and
is ready to provide all possible disaster
relief material at the earliest. But with such
a huge disaster, the said relief material is
peanuts. Due to the Taliban Government’s
rigidity in the name of Islam, many peo-
ples are not ready to help the poor
Afghans.

Bidyut Kumar Chatterje |
Faridabad

COVID SCARE BACK TO HAUNT INDIA

Sir - Under pressure, Union Health
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya chaired the
high-level review meeting with the core
team of experts over alarming increasing
cases of COVID-19 in the country. India
has been witnessing an increase in
Coronavirus infections over the last cou-
ple of weeks. As per reports, Maharashtra,
Kerala, Delhi, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu,
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Telangana, West
Bengal and Gujarat have over 1,000
active cases. India saw a single-day rise of
13,313 new Coronavirus infections, tak-
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Murmu SBI to create history

—8.

from Odisha as the NDA's presidential can-

didate, the BJP has revealed its trump card.
If she wins the July 18 poll, Murmu will become
the first person from the tribal (Adivasi) com-
munity, the first native of Odisha and the sec-
ond woman ever after Pratibha Patil to occupy
the top post. She is set to follow in the footsteps
of KR Narayanan and Ram Nath Kovind, who

By fielding Droupadi Murmu, a tribal leader

ing the infection tally to 4,33,44,958, while
the active cases have increased to 83,990,
according to the Union Health Ministry
data updated on Thursday June 23.

The death toll has climbed to
5,24,941.In a review meeting of
INSACOG, States/UTs were asked to sub-
mit “larger number” of samples for whole
genome sequencing from districts and
areas which have seen a surge in COVID-
19 cases over a period of seven days.
According to the Indian SARS-CoV-2
Genomics Consortium (INSACOG)
experts, Omicron and its sub-lineages, pri-
marily BA.2 and BA.2.38, as of now, seem
to be behind the current rise in COVID
cases. With this, the matter related to
COVID in India is very serious and dan-
gerous.

Bhagwan Thadani | Mumbai

GUIDELINES FOR LOWER JUDICIARY

Sir — The Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh
High Court has set a good precedent by
issuing a circular according to which no
judicial officer shall receive, see off and

both rose from the poor and downtrodden stra-
tum to become the President. At the same time,
the Opposition pick, Yashwant Sinha, would do
well not to act wiser than Sharad Pawar or Farooq
Abdullah or Gopalkrishna Gandhi, who refused
to contest in the losing game.

As far the post of President is concerned,
political parties should not have missed the
opportunity to strike a cordial note and work out
a national consensus when the outcome of the
presidential election is a foregone conclusion.
As the NDA headed by the BJP has the required
numbers to go it alone, the Opposition should
have fallen in line to support a non-controver-
sial lesser known tribal woman who has risen
from the ranks to a creditable political career. In
a bid to put up a show of notional fight, the
Opposition has only ended up showing fissures.
The NDA, too, can’t escape the blame for its dis-
dain for consensus.

Abhijit Roy | Jamshedpur

visit the visiting Chief Justice or judges
during court hours. The significance of
this circular is better understood by the
clients. If the judicial officers visit the vis-
iting Chief Justice or other judges of High
Court, the cases listed for that day stand
adjourned for one or two months. If at
least the Chief Justice and other judges
visit once in a year, and in all it will be at
least three or four times a year.

In each case, if the case listed for that
day is not heard for one or two months,
the case stands prolonged for about a year.
This is one of the reasons for delayed
delivery of justice. This may not be the
case in any other department. If a judge
leaves his seat, no one else can discharge
his duties. Hence the importance of this
circular is high. Another point is that if
the visiting Chief Justice or other judges
want to hold a meeting, it will be done
before or after court hours.

KV Seetharamaiah | Bengaluru
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greenhorns who allege that
the situation in present-day
India is worse than in the days
of Emergency. They should
not forget that thousands
across the country were jailed,
assaulted and tortured by the
police for criticising Indira.
Musicians should focus on
raagas and thaalas instead of
commenting about freedom
of expression. And the fact
that such allegations hogged
the limelight makes it oxy-
moronic! It is good to see in
newspapers and news chan-
nels criticism levelled against
the Narendra  Modi
Government for its omissions
and commissions. If there is
no freedom of expression,
how come these reports and
news get published? The sad
thing is that while Indira and
her men and women bull-
dozed the media, the Modi
regime is ignoring t. The
bosses may be under the
impression that the best way
to insult the critics is to ignore
them (it is also true that
many of them deserve to be
ignored!) But freedom of
expression is sacred and it is
a sin to spread falsehoods

about it.
(The writer is a senior
journalist with The Pioneer.
The views expressed are
personal.)
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Prime Minister
—Narendra Modi

[MIU

This year, we are
expecting 7.5 per
cent growth,
which makes us
the fastest grow-
ing major econo-

We are now see-
ing signs of a
possible fall to
rock bottom.

Sri Lanka PM
—Ranil Wickremesinghe

It (favourite co-
star) has to be
Sidharth
Malhotra. He is
very handsome.

b
N
Actor
—Kiara Advani

When you want to
get back into

form, you want to
find your rhythm.

India batter
—Cheteshwar Pujara

From one rank,
one pension, this
Government has
gone to no rank,
no pension.

Congress leader
—Rahul Gandhi
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INDIA AT BRICS AND G7:

TOUGH BALANCING ACT

Navigating through China’s
assertiveness, Putin’s Ukraine war

Lo
s

ey

KUMARDEEP BANERJEE

ndia’s diplomatic and foreign policy calendar has been swinging between

a diverse bunch of power blocks. India had a tough challenge to attend

the 14th BRICS summit held virtually under the chairmanship of Chinese
President Xi Jinping.

It was a tough call, given India’s frosty relationship with China over
the border tensions and sharing a platform (virtually) with Russian President
Vladimir Putin, now considered a global outlaw. The BRICS summit was
themed on Global Development; it's actually a message China wants to
send across, placing itself at the centre of economic prosperity for the
globe. This position has traditionally been claimed by the US and its
Western allies.

It is interesting to note how the Chinese communist party’s foreign
policy propaganda newspaper, the Global Times, reported on the sig-
nificance of the BRICS summit. In one of its recent reports, it mentioned
the most novel proposition of this summit, BRICS expansion. The pres-
ence of Putin and several new invitees is also open to various interpre-
tations. The Ukraine crisis has seen fissures emerge in the G20; and
adding new members to BRICS could make it an alternative minus US
and its allies.

This could also mean an expanded BRICS overtaking G7 earlier than
imagined. In some of the other paragraphs the report lays emphasis on
the “Global South cooperation,” the presence of India in both the US-
led Quad framework and BRICS, India’s exit from the China-led Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership ( RCEP), while accepting to be
a founding member of US-led Indo Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF).

While China’s foreign policy department officially stuck to “high-qual-
ity partnership amongst BRICS, usher in new era for global develop-
ment,” as the core agenda, its allied arms such as the newspaper report
mentioned above was setting the real agenda for the summit.

India moves away from the BRICs summit to another important mul-
tilateral, the Commonwealth Summit which is taking place in Rwanda’s
capital Kigali over the weekend. Leaders of 54 countries from Asia, Aftica,
South America, and Europe participate in the commonwealth summit
which most often has been described as a club of erstwhile UK colonies,
discussing their internal affairs, rather than coming out with a signifi-
cant outcome-driven agenda for world affairs.

However, this diverse group of nations also represents the conflu-
ence of developing and the developed world, the former rulers meeting
the former colonies, to indulge in some creative solutions for existing
and emerging problems. It is a different matter that much of the com-
monwealth nations except the larger and more prosperous ones have
been denied access to vaccines and therapeutic remedies to counter
the Covid pandemic by the powerful nations. India will be represented
at the summit by External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar.

However, one of the most eyeball-grabbing meetings will be the G7
in Schloss Elamau, against the backdrop of the Bavarian Alps in Germany
next week. India has been invited for this meeting as a guest and will
be represented by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in person. This is the
fourth consecutive time India has been invited for this prestigious glob-
al policy leaders meeting.

The G7, which is a group of most prosperous nations of the world
which are some of the largest donors to international bodies, together
make the most influential voice for global policy directions. This year,
the G7 presidency has been taken over by Germany, which will push
for some coordinated policy actions on the ongoing war in Ukraine, its
impact on food inflation, particularly in the developing nations, the cli-
mate crisis, the Covid pandemic, and its impact.

India has some tough balancing acts to do on multilateral platforms.

(The writer is a policy analyst. The views expressed are personal.)

to June).

This is quite unexpected, keeping in
mind the severe economic disruption after :
the Covid-19 pandemic. The survey results
differ from several other reports, which sug-
gest that the employment situation in the :
country has worsened after the pandemic.
This survey report has evoked heightened :
interest in the findings. It calls for further :
investigation as to whether these results are

survey anomalies or indicate the changing :

employment situation in the country.

This article attempts to interpret the
findings from the last three annual PLFS :
(2018-19, 2020-21 and 2020-21) reports,

and try to understand the impact of

Covid-19 pandemic by analysing some key

labour market indicators.

The labour force participation rate as :
per usual status (reference period of last :
365 days preceding the survey), which is :
the sum of those working and those avail- :
able for work or unemployed, reported :
highest in the four years at 41.6 per cent !
in 2020-21. The worker population ratio :
(WPR) has increased from 35.3 per cent :
in 2018-19 to 39.8 per cent in 2020-21, :
which is the percentage of employed per- :

sons in the population.

On the other hand, the unemployment
rate which is the percentage of unemployed :
in the labour force has eased from 5.8 per :
cent in 2018-19 to 4.2 per cent in 2020-21.
The rural-urban division shows that the rise
in WPR is in rural areas, which is almost :
2.5 times higher than urban areas. It is well

documented that the impact of Covid-19

in the rural economy was far less than :
urban, which is also reflected from the sur- :

vey results.

A lot of people, particularly migrants :
engaged in the informal sector, lost their :
employment during the pandemic at the :
urban destinations. With no means of :

employment in urban areas, a large num- :
ber of them have returned to their native :
places in rural areas, where they, along with :
their family members especially women, are :
engaged in locally available activities such :
as agriculture and related work for survival. :

The survey results further reveal that :
the rise in WPR is largely credited to female :
than male, where WPR of the former has :
increased by 2.54 times more than the lat- :

ter. This phenomenon is more pronounced :

WITH NO
MEANS OF |
EMPLOYMENT
IN URBAN
AREAS, A
LARGE
NUMBER OF
MIGRANTS
RETURNED TO
THEIR NATIVE
PLACES IN
RURAL AREAS
WHERE THEY,
ALONG WITH

~ THEIR FAMILY
- MEMBERS, ARE |
ENGAGED IN -
LOCALLY
AVAILABLE
ACTIVITIES |

in rural areas, where the female WPR has

increased almost 3.2 times more (19.0 per :
cent to 27.1 per cent) than their urban coun- :

terparts (15 per cent to 17 per cent) dur- Human Development,

ing the pandemic years.

So, the rise in employment during the

The author is Senior
Fellow, Institute for

Delhi

facebook.com/dailypioneer | @TheDailyPioneer | instagram.com/dailypioneer/

OVID crisis led to

distress employment

There 1s an urgent need to generate more decent and productive
employment for the increasing labour force in the country

he National Statistical Office (NSO)
released the Periodic Labour Force
Survey (PLES), 2020-21 report on
June 14. At a first glance, the annu-
al survey report shows an improvement in
the employment situation with rise in :
employment and decline in the unemploy- :
ment rate during the pandemic years com-
pared to the previous years (PLES survey :
years correspond to the agriculture year July :

pandemic years is overwhelmingly
of females in rural areas.

The industrial structure pro-
vides broad employment trends,
where the employment in agricul-
ture in developing countries like
India is considered as subsistence
and less productive, while employ-
ment in non-farm industrial and
services is regarded as more pro-
ductive. It is well documented that
as the country progresses, the peo-
ple move away from the less pro-
ductive agriculture sector in rural
areas to more productive non-
farm industrial and services sectors
in urban areas.

However, the industrial distri-
bution of employment in India
shows a reversal of the decades-long
decline in agriculture share in
recent years with more and more
people moving into the farm sec-
tor in rural areas. The share of
employment in agriculture has
increased by 3 percentage points
from 57.8 per cent in 2018-19 to
60.8 per cent in 2020-21.

This trend indicates that peo-
ple are finding it difficult to get
employment in non-farm sectors,
and they are compelled to engage
in subsistence farm activities due to
the lack of other employment
avenues. In rural areas, almost
three-fourth (75.4 per cent) of the
females are engaged in farm activ-
ities compared to around half of the
male (53.8 per cent).

Thus, the rise in employment in
rural areas has a huge implication
on women’s work, which is also
reflected from increasing females
WPR. This reveals that the rise in
share of employment in agriculture
reflected the impact of economic
slowdown and the pandemic.

The reverse migration from
cities to rural areas would have only

increased the pressure on the farm
sector to absorb the workers, espe-
cially females, leading to the distress
employment.

The status of employment
broadly indicates the quality of
employment, where a regular salary
is considered better quality of work
than self-employed and casual
labour. Regularity of work and
social security benefits are associ-
ated with regular salaries, while
social security provisions are gen-
erally not available for self-employed
and casual labourer.

The PLFS survey reports show
that the share self-employed has
increased from 52.1 per cent in
2018-19 to 55.6 per cent in 2019-20,
while the share of regular salaried
(23.8 per cent to 21.1 per cent) and
casual labour (24.1 per cent to 23.3
per cent) has declined during the
last three years. This phenomenon
is more pronounced in rural areas,
where the share of the self-employed
has increased relatively more (3.3
percentage points) than urban areas
(1.7 percentage points).

However, the increase in share
of the self-employed in rural areas
is largely attributed to the rise in
unpaid helpers in household enter-
prises (4.6 percentage points), while
the share of own account workers
and employer category has declined
(-1.4 percentage points).

This indicates that the jump in
female WPR in rural areas is con-
tributed most by the increase in
employment of helpers or unpaid
family workers in household enter-
prises. A recent Niti Aayog report
highlighted that the rise in ‘disguised
employment’ or unpaid family
workers is a more serious issue than
unemployment in India. The
decline in the share of regular
salaried workers is another serious

POINTCOUNTERPOINT

IF ANY OF THE REBEL MLAS SAYS THEY DON’T
WANT ME AS CM, I’'M READY TO RESIGN. I'M
PREPARING MY RESIGNATION LETTER.
—MAHARASHTRA CHIEF MINISTER

UDDHAV THACKERAY

BALWANT SINGH MEHTA

concern, reflecting the worsening
employment conditions with rise in
low quality employment in recent
pandemic years.

The above analysis reveals that
the increase in employment in
pandemic years is distress-driven
and not necessarily any improve-
ment in the overall employment in
the country. This is shown in the
report as an increase in terms of
labour force participation rate, the
worker-population ratio, and
decline in the unemployment rate.
It is also important to note that the
share of employment in agriculture
and allied activities, and especially
employment of rural women, has
gone up in recent years, which is
mostly of distress type not produc-
tive or decent employment.

Further, the report also reveals
that employment in the informal
sector has increased during the pan-
demic years from 68.4 per cent to
71.4 per cent in 2020-21. Workers
in the informal sector are for the
most part not covered by any social
security benefits and also not cov-
ered by the national labour laws and
regulations. Such workers are most
affected by any economic shocks
such as the economic downturn
after Covid-19.

In sum, the PLES survey report
(2020-21) indicates generation of
new employment in the country
during the pandemic years, but
most of the new jobs are of distress
or informal type, especially for
females in rural areas.

In this context, there is an
urgent need to generate or provide
more decent and productive
employment for the increasing
labour force in the country, which
is must to meet the SDG goal 8 tar-
gets of ‘decent or productive
employment for all’ by 2030.

FORTY SENA MLAS ARE PRESENT WITH ME
IN GUWAHATI. WE WILL TAKE BALASAHEB’S
HINDUTVA AND LEGACY FORWARD.

—SHIV SENA REBEL FACTION LEADER

EKNATH SHINDE

India emerges as leader at W1'O ministerial meet

India defended its right to extend subsidies to Indian fishermen, with contentious clauses removed

or the first time in a
decade, members of the
World Trade Organisation
(WTO), a 164-nation body,
have finalised a historic deal at
the 12th Ministerial Conference
(MC12). The four-day MC12
was extended by two days as
trade ministers negotiated
through the night at WTO
headquarters, next to Lake
Geneva, and negotiations con-
tinued till June 18 morning.
India was at the centre of WTO
negotiations at the MC12.
India has agreed to the pro-
posal of no export restrictions on
the World Food Programme.
But internal food security con-
cerns will take precedence.
There is no work programme on
agriculture, which could be con-
sidered as a good outcome for
India as our agri-subsidy will not
face any further scrutiny.

PK VASUDEVA

(The writer is former Senior
Professor, International
Trade and Member,
Vivekananda International
Foundation. The views
expressed are personal.)

On the trade-related intel-
lectual property rights (TRIPS)
waiver, an agreement could be
reached only on vaccines. The
official said negotiations for
diagnostics and therapeutics
would start in six months as
demanded by developed coun-
tries.

This means India’s demand
to include diagnostics and ther-
apeutics in the agreement did
not find favour with developed
countries. In October 2020,
India, South Africa, and 63 co-
sponsors had made the TRIPS
waiver proposal to help middle-
and low-income nations get
access to Covid-19 vaccines and
drugs. However, the discussions
reached a deadlock in the TRIPS
Council, the body responsible
for monitoring the operation of
the agreement. The draft agree-
ment fell short of the original

proposal and includes only vac-
cines.

India had called for a TRIPS
waiver for vaccines, therapeutics,
and diagnostics to fight Covid-
19 and future pandemics. India
had held it was too late in the day
if only vaccines were included
because the pandemic had run
its initial course. On a morato-
rium on customs duty on e-
commerce transactions, coun-
tries agreed to extend it by
another two years.

India put forth aggressive
draft texts in all pillars of WTO
negotiations rather than being
reactive, as in the past. India
brought the members together
to a unanimous agreement on
fisheries, health, and the future
of WTO reforms, digital tech-
nology, food, and environment.
Indias principled stand at the
WTO strengthened the voice of

the poor and the vulnerable
globally.

An agreement at Geneva
makes it the first trade deal since
the 2013 Bali Ministerial, where
members signed the WTO’s
first trade deal on a peace clause
on public stockholding for food
security purposes and a trade
facilitation agreement. The con-
sensus-driven, rule-making
process at the multilateral trade
organisation means even one
member could thwart a deal at
the last moment. After negoti-
ations spilled over to the sixth
day, 164 countries of the World
Trade Organisation finally sealed
a package deal in the wee hours
on 18 June in Geneva with
India leading the course.

In a first major agreement in
nine years, the deal includes six
major issues of importance for
developing countries including

food security, balanced out-
come fisheries subsidies,
response to pandemic, and
patents waiver on Covid-19
vaccines.

The deal that tested
Commerce & Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal’s negotiation skills
saw several trade-offs between
developed and developing coun-
tries during the two nights of
marathon talks, going well past
the June 16 afternoon deadline.
“There is a good outcome on the
issues that were long pending,’
Goyal said, adding that India
completely protected the inter-
ests of fishermen and farmers.
“All in all, it is a good package.
Today there is no issue on
which we have to be concerned,
whether it is related to agricul-
ture such as MSP [minimum
support price], reinforcing the
relevance of the public stock-

holding programme towards
fulfilling the national food safe-
ty programme or PM Garib
Kalyan Scheme, TRIPS waiver,
e-commerce moratorium,
response to Covid and fisheries,”
Goyal said after the deal.

India defended its right to
extend subsidies to Indian fish-
ermen, with contentious claus-
es removed from the text at the
last minute. In turn, India agreed
to an 18-month extension of the
moratorium on customs duty on
electronic imports that it argues
favours rich nations. However,
subsides on overfishing, deep-
sea fishing; and illegal, unreport-
ed and unregulated (IUU) fish-
ing has been addressed through
the proposed pact.

“On India’s insistence, sov-
ereign sights on EEZ [exclusive
economic zones] have been
firmly established. It is really a

big achievement,” said Goyal,
adding that principal stakehold-
ers who have benefited from
these “historic decisions” taken
by the 12th Ministerial
Conference of the WTO are
fishermen, farmers, food secu-
rity, multilateralism, and trade
and business, particularly digi-
tal economy and MSME:s.

Through the joint efforts of
all WTO members, the MC12
has made breakthroughs on a
number of key issues, demon-
strating that the multilateral
trading system can play a key
role in addressing global chal-
lenges, she said.

Goyal said India today bat-
ted on the front foot rather than
being fearful on various issues,
be it environment, startups,
MSME:s or gender equality. This
was a result of the confidence of
‘New India’
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RUSSIANS FOGUS FIREPOWER T0
SEIZE 2 VILLAGES IN EAST UKRAINE

AP W KYIV

territory in eastern Ukraine on Thursday,

capturing two villages and vying for con-
trol of a key highway in an offensive that could
cut supply lines and encircle some frontline
Ukrainian forces, British and Ukrainian military
chiefs said.

Britain's defense ministry said that
Ukrainian forces had withdrawn from some
areas near the city of Lysychansk, the latest major
battlefield in Russian President Vladimir Putin's
war against Ukraine, to avoid the possibility of
being encircled as Russians sent in reinforce-
ments and concentrated their firepower in the
area.

Ukraine's General Staff said Russian forces
took control of the villages of Loskutivka and
Rai-Oleksandrivka, and were trying to capture
Syrotyne outside Sievierodonetsk.

For weeks, Russian forces have pummeled
Sievierodonetsk, the administrative center of the
Luhansk region, with artillery and air raids, and
fought the Ukrainian army house-to-house.
Ukrainian forces remain holed up at the Azot
chemical plant on the city's edge, where about
500 civilians were also sheltering.

The Russians were also pressing their offen-
sive on Lysychansk, which is located on a steep
river bank facing Sievierodonetsk.

The U.K. Ministry of Defense noted in its
intelligence assessment Thursday that Russian
forces have likely advanced more than five kilo-
meters (three miles) towards the southern
approaches of Lysychansk since Sunday.

"Some Ukrainian units have withdrawn,
probably to avoid being encircled," the statement
said.

"Russia's improved performance in this sec-
tor is likely a result of recent unit reinforcement
and heavy concentration of fire."

The Russian military expanded its grab of

Ukraine's military said the Russians were
also moving to overtake the hills overlooking a
highway linking Lysychansk with Bakhmut, to
the southwest, in an attempt to cut the supply
lines of Ukrainian forces.

'n.

Following a botched attempt to capture
the Ukrainian capital in the early stage of the
invasion on Feb. 24, Russian forces have
shifted focus to Ukraine's eastern industrial
heartland of Donbas, where the Ukrainian forces

have fought Moscow-backed separatists since
2014.

The Russian military currently controls
about 95% of the Luhansk region, and about half
of the neighbouring Donetsk region of Donbas.
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12-year-old to pen
Jjourney from war-torn
Kharkiv to Dublin

PTI W LONDON

Bloomsbury on Thursday
announced that it will pub-
lish a moving diary of a 12-year-
old Ukrainian girl, charting
her journey with her grand-
mother from war-torn Kharkiv
to eventual safety in Dublin.

"You Don't Know What
War Is: The Diary of a Young
Girl From Ukraine" is sched-
uled to hit bookstores in
October.

On February 24, Yeva
Skalietska was woken by the
sound of explosions. She grew
up living with her granny in
Kharkiv, near the Russian bor-
der. Though there have been
rumblings and rumours, few
truly believed that war will
break out between Russia and
Ukraine.

And yet it had. What fol-
lows are 12 days in Ukraine that
change Yeva's life forever. She
and her grandmother rush to
take shelter from the missile
attacks in a dusty, crowded
basement. When the situation
worsens, they need to find
somewhere safer to stay, so they
make their way to a friend's
house in a different area of the
city. But the conflict rages all
around them and Yeva struggles
to keep calm over the continu-
al sound of explosions and
shelling.

Eventually they take the dif-
ficult decision to head to
Western Ukraine. It's there, in

a makeshift shelter in a school
hall, that Yeva meets the team
of UK journalists. She tells
them she is writing a diary.

The poise and maturity of
Yeva's account are striking, and
the crew features her in sever-
al news articles. They help Yeva
and her granny cross the bor-
der into Hungary and, ulti-
mately, to find a place to live in
Dublin, where they are wel-
comed and cared for by their
host, school teacher Catherine
Flannagan.

Lara Hancock, head of
Mlustrated Publishing, with
Commissioning Editor Sally
Beets, acquired UK and
Commonwealth Rights in auc-
tion from literary agent
Marianne Gunn O'Connor of
Marianne Gunn O'Connor
Literary, Film/TV Agency.

"You Don't Know What
War Is" has cover illustrations
inspired by Ukrainian folk art
by Anastasia Stefurak and illus-
trated maps of Kharkiv, Ukraine
and Europe by Olga Shtonda,
displaced Kharkiv-native.

"In 'You Don't Know What
War Is', we read about Yeva's
experience of the war in
Ukraine in real time. Each
diary entry is interspersed with
personal photos Yeva took dur-
ing her journey. Compelling
and urgent, this book is a pow-
erful document of a conflict few
thought could happen, seen
through the eyes of a child," says
Hancock.

European Union leaders set to
grant Ukrame candldate status

AP M BRUSSELS

European Union leaders on
Thursday are set to grant
Ukraine candidate status to
join the 27-nation bloc, a first
step in a long and unpredictable
journey toward full member-
ship that could take many years
to achieve.

Making the war-torn coun-
try a contender now seems to be
a done deal after leaders were
initially divided on how fast they
could move to embrace the
war-torn country's bid that was
launched only a few days after
Russia launched its invasion on
Feb. 24.

According to several EU
diplomats who spoke on con-
dition of anonymity before the
summit in Brussels, Ukraine

will receive the unanimous
approval that is required for the
launch of discussions.

The EU's 27 nations have
been united in backing
Ukraine's resistance to Russia's

invasion, adopting unprece-
dented economic sanctions
against Moscow. However, lead-
ers were initially divided on how
quickly the EU should move to
accept Ukraine as a member,

with the Netherlands, Sweden AP M BERLIN
and Denmark among the most
skeptical.

But Ukraine's bid got a
boost last week when the EU's
executive arm, the European
Commission, gave its seal of
approval based on Ukraine's
answers to a questionnaire
received in April and early May.

Ukraine received another
shot in the arm when the lead-
ers of France, Germany, Italy
and Romania visited the coun-
try and vowed to back its can-
didacy. Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said he
spoke with a total of 11 EU lead-
ers on Wednesday, following
calls with nine the day before,
in another indication of how
important EU candidacy is for
Ukraine.

Germany activated the second
phase of its three-stage emer-
gency plan for natural gas supplies
Thursday, saying the country faces
a "crisis" and warning that storage
targets for the winter are at risk due
to dwindling deliveries
from Russia.

The government
said the decision to
raise the level to "alarm"
follows the cuts to
Russian deliveries made
since June 14 and the
continued high market
price for gas. The third
and highest stage is the
"emergency" level.

It said that while
gas storage facilities are
currently filled to 58%

come."

now."

added.

GERMANY FAGES GAS SUPPLY
CRISIS', DECLARES ALARM LEVEL

capacity - higher than at this time
last year - the goal of reaching 90%
by December won't be achievable
without further measures.
Economy Minister Robert
Habeck said in a statement that "the
situation is serious and winter will

"The reduction in
gas supplies is an eco-
nomic attack on us by
(Russian President
Vladimir) Putin,” he
said. "We will defend
ourselves against this.
But our country is
going to have to go
down a stony path

"Even if we can't
feel it yet: we are in a
gas crisis,"

AP B BRUSSELS

Habeck

PARADIP PORT AUTHORITY
- ¥

"4 e-TENDER CALL NOTICE e’

TD/TM/GEN-225(Vol-1V)/22/1094
dtd. 07.06.2022
Name of the work :- * Allotment of

PARADIP PORT AUTHORITY
-TENDER CALL E
No. EM/MCHP - 22/2022

Public Notice

Russian cyber spying targets
42 Ukraine allies: Microsoft

Bulgarian political
Ccrisis casts shadow
over Balkans summit

ABulgarian government crisis Thursday threat-
ened to tarnish a European Union summit that
was intended to bolster the EU membership hopes
of Balkan countries and to show Western resolve in
the face of Russia's war in Ukraine.

Bulgaria's parliament voted no-confidence
Wednesday in the coalition government of Prime
Minister Kiril Petkov, presenting an obstacle to the
long-delayed start of the EU's accession negotiations
with North Macedonia and Albania.

All three countries belong to NATO, but

No. EM/MCHP/WORKS-10/2021/191
Date: 27.05.2022

07 (Seven) nos. of Manual Iron Ore/lron

Ore Pellet Plots”.

License Fees : Rs.2,36,09,322/- .

Wharfage Fees : Rs.6,83,484/-

Last date & time of submission of bid :

28.06.2022 up to 16:00 hrs.

Date and time of opening (technical bid):

28.06.2022 up to 16:00 hrs.

Refer our website for details :

https:/feprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app.

Traffic Manager

Paradip Port Authority

PPA/PR/166/22-23, Dtd.23.06.2022

MName of the work:- “Supply, Instal-
lation, Testing & Commissioning of
fixed high velocity water spray sys-
tem for fire protection of two nos 20
MVA Power Transformers at MCHP".
Estimated cost. Rs.1,30,33,611/-.
Last date & time of submission of bid:
dt.28.06.2022 up to 17:00 Hrs. Refer
our website for details https:/epro-
cure.gov.infeprocure/app.
Executive Engineer (M), MCHP

PPAIPRI165/22-23 Dt. 23.06.2022

wtd.23.06.

NOTICE INVITING TENDER (022)
02Z TRADING & INDUSTRIES PVT. LTD.
INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING
2X2.5 MW MAVAR HYDRO ELECTRIC PROJECT + C.O.L

Bids are invited from eligible

Manufacturing, Supply, Erection & Commissioning of electrical &
mechanical works for 2x2.5 MW Mavar Hydro Electric Project +
C.0O.L at Mavar, Jammu & Kashmir.

Bids are also invited from eligible bidders for Design, planning,
Construction of Civil works 2x2.5 MW Mavar Hydro Electric Project
+ C.O.L at Mavar, Jammu &Kashmir. The details are given below:-

bidders for design, Engineering,

Bid Reference

Time & Last date for receipt of bids
Time & last date of opening of bids

02Z/MAVAR/E&M/22-23/001
13:00 HRs of 15.07.2022
15:00 Hrs. of 15.07.2022

Mr. Musaib Farooq
Contact No. : - +91 7006947516

For any Technical details and assistance please Contact:

Email: 02zhydelprojects @ gmail.com

Jammu & Kashmir Address:
IST Floor, Nawa-i-SubhComplex
near All India Radio J&K,
Srinagar 190001.

[ SBFC

SBFC Finance Pvt. Ltd.

various customers mentioned below with

(SBFC Finance Pvt. Ltd.reserves the

Address Unit No. 103, First Floor C&B Square,
SangamComplex, 127, Andheri-Kurla Road, Village

Chakala,Andheri (East), Mumbai 400059 |
Telephone: 491 22 67875300 |
Fax: +91 22 67875334 | www.sbfc.com |

Corporate Identity Number: U67190MH2008PTC178270

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform the Public that Auction of pledged Gold Ornaments will be conducted by
SBFC Finance Pvt. Ltd. on 28th June’22 at Delhi District branch O -7, 1 st Floor, ‘above Look
Saloon ,Lajpat Nagar 2, New Delhi -110024,
Plot No. 5, Ground Floor, Opposite White Castle Hotel, Main Dadri Road, Salarpur, Bhangel,

District : Gautam Budh Nagar : Branch add-

Sector-101, District Gautam Budh Nagar, Noida-201304 (UP),Ghaziabad District : branch add-
B2, Basement, RDC Raj Nagar, Ghaziabad -201002, Hapur District : add- First Floor, Above
PC Jewellers, Garah Pargana, Garah Road, Tehsil & District Hapur - 245101, (U.P)

The Gold Ornaments to be auctioned belong to Loan Accounts of our various Customers who have
failed to pay their dues. Our notices of auction have been duly issued to these borrowers.

The Gold Ornaments to be auctioned belong to all linked accounts of Customer 1D for

branch details.

Delhi: AP00023706,AP00070503,AP00096630,AP00145957,AP00167955,AP00171848,AP00175976,
AEDUISHO-& AP00182226,AP00182435,AP00183054,AP00189637,AP00194699,AP00195948,
APD0196968,AP00198128,AP00270260,AP00272539,AP00277958,AP00282120,AP00313712
APDD319446,AP00327245,AP00330139,AP00334291 AP00345128,AP00346427 APD0346948,
APD0352686,AP00352836,AP00354692,AP00357049,AP00357146,AP00358539,AP00363381,
APD0364755, LAPO0365340, .ﬁP[IDEI.G‘JZGU APUD}?SEBI AP00384012, APUUSBE‘.?‘J? APD0398293
AP00406745,AP00413248, AP00413725,AP00414632, AP00415032,AP00415034,AP00415166
GHAZIABAD: Ap00341062 HAPUR: APD0D334780, AP00378117 NOIDA: ﬁPUUBHSl AP00399188

For more deta.-'is, please contact:
SBFC Finance Pvit. Ltd.
Contact Number(s): Lojpat Nagar 1800-102-8012 | 011- 40305228 | 207,

Ghaziabod branch - 9205325672, Hapur branch - 8439761293, Noida branch: 8368589407,

right to alter the number of accounts

to be auctioned &/ postpone / cancel the auction without any prior notice.)

This is to inform general public that Mr. Brij Raj
Singh is the owner of 3rd floor with roof right area
measuring 1944 sq. yrds on plot no. E-136,
situaied at Kamla Nagar New Delhi vide Wil deed
dated 29.06.2005. Mr. Brjj Raj Singh has misplaced
the belcw mentioned document.

a.Original Sale Deed dated 01.10.1955 executed
by MCD :n favour of Mrs. Keshar Devi in respect of
plotofland no. 136 area measuring 194.4 sq. yrds
b.Original Sale Deed dated 22.04.1960 executed
by Mrs. Keshar Devi in favour of Mrs. Saraswati in
respect of plotofland no. “ 36 area measuring 194.4
5. yrds as doc no. 1535, vol no 535 on pages no.
243-254 on 23.04 1960 SRO- Qutub

Anyone who find the above said document shall
handoverthe same to the Manager of PNB Housing
Finance Ltd. Now, Mr. Brij Raj Singh intending to
sell the said property to Mr. Himanshu Gupta and
further Mr. Himanshu Gupta is availing loan on this
property from PNB Housing Finance Ltd. by
mortgag:ng the said property. In case anyone has
any objection regarding martgage of the said
property, the same may ke raised within 07 days of
this publicationto Mr. Muneesh Dhawan/ Mr. Sudhir
Jain (Advocates), Law Veritas North, Unit no 907,
Gth Floor, GD-ITL Tower, (B-08), Netaji Subhash
Place, Delhi-110034 or contact at 9066707172/
0818228636 (M),

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client’s husband namely Late Sh.Veer
Singh Drall S/o Sh Mukhtyar Singh R/o H No.
292. Panna Barsan BPO, Tikri Kalan Delhi-
110041 expired on 31.03.2021. He was the
owner and in posscssion of Kh. No. 1171
extended Lal Dora, Tikri Kalan, Delhi and the
said property had alrcady been mortgaged
with India Infolinc Housing Finance Lid.
(IIFL Home Finance Limited) vide Doc No.
5558, Daled 06.09.2018. My clicnt namcly
Vandana Devi being the wife / legal heir of late
Sh.Veer Singh Drall, is under process to de-
mortgage the said property and if any
Person/Bank/Financial Institution is having
any claim/right, lien any objection whatsoever
with regard 1o the abovesaid property, should
notificd to the Undersigned/Adv. Dheeraj
Tiwari, E-713, Karkardooma Court, Delhi-
110092 along with documentary cvidence
through registered A/D within 15 days from
the date of publication ol this notice failing
which any claim, licn or objcction shall be
deemed 1o have been waived,
Dheeraj Tiwari (Advocate)
E-713, Karkardooma Court, Delhi-110092
Mobile N0.9716599847

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hercby given that the share
certificates No (s) 3306732, Folio no.
S1K0087795 for 25 shares bearing distinctive
no (s) 376567556 to 376567580 standing in the
name (s) of Kuldeep Kaur in the books of
Tata Steel Ltd. , Bombay house, 24, Homi
Mody Street, Mumbai- 400001 have been lost
and the advertiser has applied to the company
for issuc of duplicate share certificate (s) in
lieu thereof. Any person (s) who has/have
claim (s) on the said shares should lodge such
claim () with the company's Registrars and
Transfer Agents The TSR Darashaw
(Consultant Pvt. Ltd., C-101, 247 Park, L.B.S.
Marg, Vikhroli (West), Mumbai-40083 within
15 days from the date of this notice failing
which the company will proceed to issue
duplicate share certificate (s) in respect of the
said shares.

Date: Name of the share holder
24.06.2022 Kuldeep Kaur
Place: EC-32, Inder Puri
New Delhi New Delhi-110012

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that the share
certificates No (s) 3306731, Folio no.
S1K0087794 for 50 shares bearing distinctive
no (s) 376567506 to 376567555 standing in the
name (s) of Kamaljeet Singh in the books of
Tata Steel Ltd. , Bombay house, 24, Homi
Mody Street, Mumbai- 400001 have been lost
and the advertiser has applied to the company
for issuc of duplicate share certificate (s) in
licu thercof. Any person (s} who has/have
claim (s) on the said shares should lodge such
claim (s) with the company’s Registrars and
Transfer Agents The TSR Darashaw
Consultant Pvt, Ltd., C-101, 247 Park, L.B.S.
Marg, Vikhroli (West), Mumbai-40083 within
15 days from the date of this notice failing
which the company will proceed to issue
duplicate share certificate (s) in respect of the
said shares.

Date: Name of the share holder
24.06.2022 Kamaljeet Singh
Place: EC-32, Inder Puri
New Delhi New Delhi-110012

AP W CLEVELAND

Coinciding with unrelenting
cyberattacks against Ukraine,
state-backed Russian hackers have
engaged in "strategic espionage”
against governments, think tanks,
businesses and aid groups in 42
countries supporting Kyiv, Microsoft
said in a report on Wednesday.

"Since the start of the war, the
Russian targeting (of Ukraine's
allies) has been successful 29 percent
of the time," Microsoft President
Brad Smith wrote, with data stolen
in at least one-quarter of the suc-
cessful network intrusions,

Nearly two-thirds of the
cyberespionage targets involved
NATO members.

The United States was the prime
target and Poland, the main conduit
for military assistance flowing to
Ukraine, was No. 2.

In the past two months,
Denmark, Norway, Finland, Sweden
and Turkey have seen stepped-up
targeting,

A striking exception is Estonia,
where Microsoft said it has detect-
ed no Russian cyber intrusions
since Russia invaded Ukraine on
February 24.

The company credited Estonia's
adoption of cloud computing, where

it's easier to detect intruders.
"Significant collective defensive
weaknesses remain" among some
other European governments,
Microsoft said, without identifying
them.

Half of the 128 organisations
targeted are government agencies
and 12 per cent are nongovern-
mental agencies, typically think
tanks or humanitarian groups,
according to the 28-page report.
Other targets include telecommu-
nications, energy and defence com-
panies.

Microsoft said Ukraine's cyber
defences "have proven stronger"
overall than Russia's capabilities in
"waves of destructive cyberattacks
against 48 distinct Ukrainian agen-
cies and enterprises".

Moscow's military hackers have
been cautious not to unleash
destructive data-destroying worms
that could spread outside Ukraine,
as the NotPetya virus did in 2017,
the report noted.

"During the past month, as the
Russian military moved to concen-
trate its attacks in the Donbas
region, the number of destructive
attacks has fallen," according
to the report, "Defending Ukraine:
Early Lessons from the
Cyber War."

Bulgaria has used its status as an EU member to block
the other two from proceeding on the path to join
the 27-nation European bloc. Bulgaria has a dispute
with North Macedonia over ethnicity and language,
and its stance has also stalled Albania's progress the
EU is treating the pair as a political package.

"It's a disgrace that a NATO country - Bulgaria
- kidnaps two other NATO countries, namely
Albania and North Macedonia, in the midst of the
hot war at Europe's backyard,” Albanian Prime
Minister Edi Rama said as he arrived for the EU-
Western Balkans summit in Brussels. "It's not good
to see that 26 other countries sit still in a scary show
of impotence."

The EU, a political and economic club that boasts
the world's biggest single market, wants to reassure
countries in the Balkans that have waited years for
admission that the bloc's doors remain open.

Russia's war in Ukraine has added to the list of
aspiring EU members. The governments of Ukraine,
Moldova and Georgia rushed in membership appli-
cations after Russia invaded its neighbor.

EU heads of state and government meeting in
Brussels for a two-day summit starting Thursday plan
to consider whether to make Ukraine a candidate
for membership, the first step in the accession
process. The EU last admitted a new member -
Croatia - in 2013. The enlargement process slowed
as euroskeptic voices grew in member nations such
as Germany, France, Italy and the Netherlands - all
founding members of the bloc in the 1950s.

The eurozone debt crisis 10 years ago, a 2015
migration wave into Europe and the UK.'s 2016 ref-
erendum decision to pull out of the EU also con-
tributed to political unease with the bloc's further
expansion.

CIN : L92199DL2000PLC104779

been received by the Company :-

¥ ND‘ . 4
| 1 | SPP0003839]

Place: Gurugram

LDate . 23-06-2022

(KAMA HOLDINGS LIMITED

Regd. Office : The Galleria, DLF Mayur Vihar, Unit No. 236 & 237,
2nd Floor, Mayur Place, Noida Link Road, Mayur Vihar Phase | Extn,
Delhi — 110091; Tel No. (Regd.): (+91-11) 48482870 Fax:- (+91-11) 49482900
Email: info@kamaholdings.com website: www.kamaholdings.com

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Certificates pertaining to Shares of the Company detailed below
have been reported lost and request(s) for issue of duplicate Certificates in lieu thereof have

Legal Heir (Claimant)

'sq Folio No. WNameoﬂhe Share Holder /| Cert-No. W Dist-No. ILostShares
_SANJAY JAIN 4369

EKTA MAHESHWARI
WHOLE TIME DIRECTOR, CFO
& COMPANY SECRETARYJ

@ KAMA Holdings

69 | 297703802 |
Any person having any claim / objection in respect of the above requests should lodge such
claim/objection with the company at its Corporate Office within 15 days of the publication of this
notice, failing which the company will consider to give effect to the above requests.

Public is hereby cautioned against dealing with the aforesaid share certificates.

for KAMA HOLDINGS LIMITED

AP B MADRID

100 w

conflict.

Sd/-

apanese architect Shigeru Ban
was named the winner of a pres-
tigious Spanish prize Thursday for
his pioneering work on designing
temporary shelters for people affect-
ed by natural disasters and armed

The jury that decides the
Princess of Asturias Awards gave
Ban its Concord Prize for "provid-
ing shelters that offer dignity" to
those needing emergency help.

Ban is known for hrs 1nnovat1ve
use of cardboard tubes in con-

Japanese architect Ban wins
prestigious Spanish prize

struction. This durable and envi-
ronmentally-friendly material was
used for Rwandan refugees in the
1990s, and Ban became a consultant
to the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees.

"His work, constantly guided by
humanitarian values and with the
help of volunteers, is an example of
sustainable architecture using recy-
cled materials, earning internation-
al recognition," the Princess
of Asturias jury said in
its citation.



the pioneer

RANCHI | FRIDAY | JUNE 24, 2022

Ready to help Lank
through promoting

PTI ® COLOMBO

Lanka that it stands ready to

help the island nation's quick
economic recovery through pro-
moting investments, connectiv-
ity and strengthening econom-
ic linkage as a four-member del-
egation led by Foreign Secretary
Vinay Kwatra met the country's
top leadership, including
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa,
here.

Sri Lanka is facing the worst
economic crisis since indepen-
dence in 1948 which has led to
an acute shortage of essential
items like food, medicine, cook-
ing gas and fuel across the coun-
try.

Y The delegation, which also
included Ajay Seth, Secretary,
Department of Economic
Affairs, V Anantha Nageswaran,
Chief Economic Advisor, and
Kartik Pande, Joint Secretary,
Indian Ocean Region, first met
President Rajapaksa.

During the call on President
Rajapaksa, the Indian side
thanked him for his commit-
ment to the development of

I ndia on Thursday assured Sri

India-Sri Lanka bilateral rela-
tions.

"Both sides had a productive
exchange of views on the current
economic situation in Sri Lanka
as well as India's ongoing sup-
port," the High Commission of
India said in a press release here.

During the meeting, Kwatra
told Rajapaksa that India, as a
close friend, will extend its
fullest support to Sri Lanka in
overcoming the difficult situa-
tion, the newsfirst.Lk website
reported.

The delegation reviewed the
already provided assistance in
terms of fuel, medicine, fertilis-
er and other essentials and said
the Indian government is com-
mitted to support Sri Lanka, the
report said.

The delegation later met
with Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe and the two
sides had an in-depth discussion
on the Sri Lankan economy
and efforts undertaken by the
Government of Sri Lanka
towards achieving economic

recovery.

"In this context, both sides
highlighted the importance of
promoting India-Sri Lanka
investment partnership includ-
ing in the fields of infrastructure,
connectivity, renewable energy
and deepening economic link-
ages between the two coun-
tries," the release said.

During the meetings, the
Indian delegation underscored
that the unprecedented recent
economic, financial and human-
itarian assistance of over USD
3.5 billion to the people of Sri
Lanka was guided by
‘Neighbourhood First' policy
and Security and Growth for All
in the Region (SAGAR) vision of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

"The talks between the two
sides were held in a frank, cor-
dial and constructive manner,"
the release said.

In a tweet, Prime Minister
Wickremesinghe said he had "a
productive discussion" with the
Indian delegation led by Foreign
Secretary Kwatra.

"I look forward to stronger
bilateral ties with India,” he
tweeted. The Foreign Secretary

Australian leader to
visit France to fix
damaged relations

AP B CANBERRA

Australian Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese said Thursday
he will meet President Emmanuel
Macron in France next week to reset
a bilateral relationship that was dam-
aged when the previous Australian
government canceled a submarine

contract.

Albanese
said Macron
had invited
him to visit
France while
he is in Europe
to attend a
NATO summit
in Spain.

"We do need to reset. We've
already had very constructive dis-
cussions. We've brought to a close the
arrangements that were in place over
told

submarines," Albanese
Australian Broadcasting Corp.

France responded with fury
when former PM Scott Morrison
announced in September that
Australia was cancelling a 90 billion
Australian dollar ($62 billion) con-
tract for a French state-owned com-
pany to build a fleet of 12 conven-

tional diesel-electric submarines.

Instead, Australia had struck a
deal with the US and Britain to pro-
vide submarines powered by U.S.

Nuclear technology.

France temporarily withdrew its
ambassadors from the US. And
Australia. Macron accused Morrison
of lying to him over the French con-
tract that was awarded in 2016.

PTI W BEIJING

at home for two years

Thursday.

Wednesday.

India and China have discussed the return
of thousands of Indian students stranded

COVID-19 bans and resumption of direct
flights disrupted by the coronavirus pan-
demic, the Indian embassy here said on

The vexed issue of the return of the Indian
students figured in the talks between Indian
Ambassador to China Pradeep Kumar Rawat
and Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi on

Wang recalled his meeting with his
Indian counterpart S Jaishankar during his
visit to New Delhi in March this year and
mentioned that the "Chinese side attached
importance to the Indian side's concerns
regarding the return of Indian students and
that he hoped to see early progress on this",
a press release from the Indian Embassy quot-
ed Wang as saying.

Foreign Minister Wang also referred to
discussions on the resumption of direct
flight connectivity between the two sides, it

due to Beijing's

said.

"Ambassador Rawat conveyed that the

also had a separate meeting
with his Sri Lankan counterpart,

a’s quick eco recovery
investments: India

Ambassador Aruni

Wijewardena.

Truck driver dies after waiting for
5 days in queue at fuel station

PTI m COLOMBO

63-year-old truck driver

has died in Sri Lanka after
standing for five days in a
queue at a filling station in the
country's Western Province,
the 10th death reported due to
prolonged waiting for fuel pro-
curement in the debt-ridden
island nation grappling with
the worst economic crisis since
its independence, according
to a media report on Thursday.

The man was found dead
inside his vehicle after waiting
in the queue at the filling sta-
tion in Anguruwatota, police
said.

The death toll in queues
now stands at 10 and all the
victims have been men aged
between 43 and 84 years.
Majority of the deaths report-
ed in queues have been due to

India, China discuss return of stranded students

relevant agencies in India are seized of the
matter and we may see progress in the mat-
ter soon", it said.
China, in recent months, began permit-
ting "some" foreign students to return to the
country. On June 20, the first batch of 90
Pakistani students, stuck back home for about
two years due to China's strict visa restric-
tions, arrived in the Chinese city of Xian.

They are part of 250 Pakistani students
China has agreed to permit to return based
on their requirements while thousands more
are awaiting Beijing's nod, according to the
media reports from Pakistan.

cardiac arrests, the Daily
Mirror newspaper reported.

A week ago, a 53-year-old
man died while waiting in a
queue for several hours at a fuel
station in Panadura in
Colombo.

The man was reported to
have died of a heart attack
while waiting in the queue in
his three-wheeler.

Sri Lanka, home to around
22 million, is currently facing
its worst economic crisis in
more than 70 years.

Sri Lanka's economy is
experiencing extreme fuel
shortages, soaring food prices
and a lack of medicines.

The current shortages were
made worse by the govern-
ment's inability to get the state-
owned Bank of Ceylon to open
Letters of Credit for fuel
imports.

Office of the

Letter no. 4061/58 C-03/2022

Worid

Trains cancelled in
UK as unions stage
2nd 24-hour walkout

AP B LONDON

Millions of people in Britain faced disruption
Thursday as railway staff staged their second
national walkout this week.

The 24-hour strike by 40,000 cleaners, signalers,
maintenance workers and station staff canceled about
four-fifths of passenger services across the country. A
third walkout is planned for Saturday as part of Britain's
biggest and most disruptive railway strike in 30 years.

Train stations were largely deserted Thursday.
Highways also were less busy than expected, and many
people appeared to heed advice to avoid travel. Internet
provider Virgin Media O2 said its data suggested "mil-
lions more people" than usual were working from home.

The strike is a headache for those who can't work
from home, as well as for patients with medical
appointments, students heading for end-of-year exams
and music lovers making their way to the Glastonbury
Festival, which runs through Sunday on a farm in south-
west England. The dispute centers on pay, working con-
ditions and job security as Britain's train companies aim
to cut costs and staffing after two years in which emer-
gency government funding kept them afloat.

The strike pits the Rail, Maritime and Transport
Union against 13 privately owned train-operating
companies and the government-owned National Rail.
Talks between union representatives and employers
ended in deadlock Wednesday. The union accused
Britain's Conservative government of scuttling the nego-
tiations. The union says the government is preventing
employers from improving on the 3% pay raise on the
table so far. Britain's inflation rate hit 9.1% in May, as
Russia's war in Ukraine squeezes supplies of energy and
food staples while post-pandemic consumer demand
soars.

S.E. 3" Circle, PW.D. PITHORAGARH

GOVERNMENT OF UTTARAKHAND
E-mail: sepwdpth@rediffmail.com
Dated:-22.06.2022

RFP for the following

The Public Work Department through S.E., 3” Circle Public Works Department,
Pithoragarh, Government of Uttarakhand, is engaged in the construction of
following work along Indo Nepal border in Pithoragarh district of Uttarakhand
state “Through An Engineering Procurement and Construction (EPC) Contract”.

Notice Inviting Bid
works on EPC mode:-

State Name of work Estimated | Completion | Maintenance
cost period period
Uttarakhand | “Design & Construction of 110m | 28.47 Cr 18 60 Month
Long 2 lane motor bridge with (Eighteen (Sixty Month)
footpath over Sharda (Kali} river Month)

near Charchum in Indo Nepal
border in Pithoragarh District of
Uttarakhand state” in EPC mode.

1/6 panel to hear of Trump's pressure on Justce Department

The complete BID document can be viewed / downloaded from official portal of
the Uttarakhand website https:// uktenders.gov.in from 25.06.2022 to 21.07.2022
(upto 11.00 Hrs. IST). Bidder must submit its Financial Bid and Technical Bid at
https:// uktenders.qov.in on or before 20-07-2022 (upto15.00 Hrs. IST). Bids
received online shall be opened on 21-07-2022 (at 11.00 Hrs. IST).

Bid through any other mode shall not be entertained. However, Bid Security,

AP B WASHINGTON

he Jan. 6 committee will hear

from former Justice
Department officials who faced
down a relentless pressure cam-
paign from Donald Trump over
the 2020 presidential election
results while suppressing a bizarre
challenge from within their own
ranks.

The hearing Thursday will
bring attention to a memorably
turbulent stretch at the depart-
ment as Trump in his final days
in office sought to bend to his will
a law enforcement agency that
has long cherished its indepen-
dence from the White House.

The testimony is aimed at
showing how Trump not only
relied on outside advisers to
press his false claims of election
fraud but also tried to leverage the

powers of federal executive
branch agencies.

The witnesses will include
Jeffrey Rosen, who was acting
attorney general during the Jan.
6, 2021, assault on the U.S.
Capitol. Three days earlier, Rosen
was part of a tense Oval Office
showdown in which Trump con-
templated replacing him with a

lower-level official, Jeffrey Clark,
who wanted to champion
Trump's bogus election fraud
claims.

In a written statement pre-
pared for the committee and
obtained by The Associated Press,
Rosen says the Justice
Department had been presented
with no evidence of fraud that
could have affected the outcome
of the election and therefore did
not participate in any Trump
campaign efforts to overturn the
results, instead insisting on an
orderly transfer of power.

“"Some argued to the former
president and public that the elec-
tion was corrupt and stolen,"

Two other former depart-
ment officials, Rosen's top
deputy, Richard Donoghue, and
Steven Engel, are also scheduled
to testify. Both warned Trump at
the White House meeting that
they'd resign and that many of the
department's lawyers would fol-
low if he replaced Rosen with
Clark.

"You could have a situation
here, within 24 hours, you have
hundreds of people resigning
from the Justice Department,”
Donoghue has said he told
Trump.

"Is that good for anyone? Is it
good for the department? Is it
good for the country? Is it good

document fee, Power of Attorney and Joint Bidding Agreement etc. shall be
submitted physically by the Bidder on before 20-07-2022 (at 15.00 Hrs. IST) in
the office of Superintending Engineer, Third Circle PWD Pithoragarh. Please
note that the Superintending Engineer Third circle Public Work Department
Pithoragarh, Uttarakhand reserves the right to accept or reject any of the BIDs
without assigning any reason whatsoever.

Superintending E

ngineer

XD

SRF

Notice is hereby given that Certificates pertaining to Shares of the Company detailed below have
been reported lost and request(s) for issue of duplicate Certificates in lieu thereof have been

SRF LIMITED

Regd. Office: The Galleria, DLF Mayur Vihar, Unit No. 236 & 237, 2nd Floor,
Mayur Vihar Place, Noida Link Road, Mayur Vihar Phase | Extn, Delhi-110091
Corporate Office: Block-C, Sector 45, Gurugram, Haryana-122 003

Tel. No (Regd office) : (+91-11) 49482870, Fax : (+91-11) 49482900

E-mail: cs@sr.com, Website: www.srf.com; CIN: L18101DL1970PLC005197

NOTICE

received by the Company :-

Cert-No. |

~

Tension in Iraq as cleric accuses Iran's allies of meddling

AP B BAGHDAD

Iraq‘s Parliament is set to hold a ses-
sion Thursday to vote in replace-
ments for 73 lawmakers who
resigned earlier this month. The col-
lective walkout by followers of Iraq's
most influential Shiite politician
threw Iraq into further uncertainty,
deepening a months-long political
crisis over government formation.
It was not clear whether the

extraordinary session requested by 50
members of parliament during a
recess would go through. A simple
majority of the legislature's 329 mem-
bers is required for an electoral ses-
sion, and al-Sadr urged parliamentary
blocs not to succumb to "pressures”
from Iranian-backed factions.
Al-Sadr, a maverick politician
with a large following, emerged as
the biggest winner in general elec-
tions held in October, but has been

into disarray.

unable to cobble together a coalition
that can form a majority govern-
ment. He has been locked in a
power struggle with internal Shiite
rivals backed by Iran, preventing the
formation of a new government.
Two weeks ago, he ordered law-
makers from his parliamentary bloc
to resign in a bid to break the eight-
month impasse. The unprecedented
move threw Iraq's political landscape

Afghans bury dead, dig for
survivors after quake kills 1,000

AP W GAYAN (AFGHANISTAN)

Villagers rushed to bury the
dead Thursday and dug by
hand through the rubble of
their homes in search of sur-
vivors of a powerful earthquake
in eastern Afghanistan that
killed at least 1,000 people. The
Taliban and the international
community that fled their
takeover struggled to bring
help to the disaster's victims.

Under a leaden sky in
Paktika province, which was
the epicentre of Wednesday's
magnitude 6 earthquake, men
dug a line of graves in one vil-
lage, as they tried to lay the
dead to rest quickly in line with
Muslim tradition. In one court-
yard, bodies lay wrapped in
plastic to protect them from the
rains that are hampering relief
efforts for the living.

The quake was
Afghanistan's deadliest in two
decades, and, with the full
extent of the destruction
among the villages tucked in
the mountains only slowly

coming to light, officials said
the toll could rise. An estimat-
ed 1,500 others were reported
injured, the state-run Bakhtar
News Agency said.

"They don't have anything
to eat, they are wondering
what they can have to eat, and
it is also raining," a Bakhtar
reporter said in footage from
the quake zone. "Their houses
are destroyed. Please help them,
don't leave them alone."

The disaster heaps more
misery on a country where mil-
lions already faced increasing
hunger and poverty and the
health system has crumbled
since the Taliban retook power
nearly 10 months ago amid the
US and NATO withdrawal.

How the international
humanitarian community,
which has pulled back signifi-
cant resources from the coun-
try, will be able to offer aid and
to what extent the Taliban gov-
ernment will allow it to remain
in question. The Taliban's
takeover led to a cutoff of vital
international

Iran orders US to pay
compensation for
slain nuke scientists

AP W TEHRAN

Acourt in Iran on Thursday ordered the
United States government to pay over $4
billion to the families of Iranian nuclear sci-
entists who have been killed in targeted
attacks in recent years, state-run media report-

ed.

The largely symbolic ruling underscores
the escalating tensions between Iran and the
West over Tehran's rapidly advancing nuclear
programme, with negotiations to restore the
tattered atomic accord at a standstill.

Although Tehran has blamed Israel in the
past for slayings targeting Iranian nuclear sci-
entists since a decade ago, Iran did not direct-
ly accuse its arch-foe Israel in its announce-

ment.

Iran has not recognised Israel since the
1979 Islamic Revolution that ousted the pro-
West monarchy and brought Islamists to
power. The court mentioned Israel only in say-
ing the US supported the "Zionist regime" in
its "organised crime" against the victims.

It's unclear how the court decision, like a
raft of previous Iranian cases against the US
as the two sides have engaged in a spiralling
escalation of threats, would gain traction; there
are no American assets to confiscate in the

Islamic Republic.
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States to pus

Centre to cite tight
revenue position

PTI W NEW DELHI

he GST Council at its meet-

ing next week is likely to be
a stormy affair with
Opposition-ruled States aggres-
sively pushing for continuation
of compensation for revenue
loss, while Centre will defend
such a move citing a tight rev-
enue position.

To meet the shortfall in the
GST compensation fund, the
Centre has borrowed and
released to states T1.1 lakh
crore in 2020-21 and ¥1.59 lakh
crore in 2021-22 as back-to-
back loans to meet a part of the
shortfall in cess collection.

In addition, the Centre has
also been releasing regular GST
compensation from fund to
meet shortfall. "Last year, out of
the compensation cess collec-
tion, the Centre has repaid
%7,500 crore towards interest
cost for borrowing and 314,000
crore is to be paid this fiscal.

From next fiscal, the repayment
of principal amount will start,
which will continue till March
2026," an official said. The
47th meeting of GST Council,
chaired by Union Finance
Minister and comprising state

Finance Ministers, in
Chandigarh scheduled on June
28-29 is likely to see discussion
veer around compensation
mechanism and revenue posi-
tion of the Centre and states.
As per estimates, some
northeastern states do not
require GST compensation.
After 45th GST Council meet-
ing in Lucknow, Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman

had said regime of paying com-
pensation to states for revenue
shortfall, resulting from sub-
suming their taxes, such as VAT
in uniform national tax GST
will end in June next year.
However, the compensa-
tion cess levied on luxury and
demerit goods, will continue to
be collected till March 2026 to
repay the borrowings that were
done in 2020-21 and 2021-22 to
compensate states for GST rev-
enue loss. Goods and Services
Tax (GST) was introduced in
country with effect on July 1,
2017, and states were assured of
compensation for loss of any
revenue arising on account of

-

implementation of GST for
five years. Though states' pro-
tected revenue has been grow-
ing at 14% compounded
growth, the cess collection did
not increase in same propor-
tion.

The pandemic hiked gap
between projected revenue and
actual revenue receipt, includ-
ing a reduction in cess collec-
tion. To meet resource gap of
states due to short release of
compensation, Centre has bor-
rowed and released 1.1 lakh
crore in 2020-21 and %1.59 lakh
crore in 2021-22 as back-to-
back loans to meet a part of
shortfall in cess collection.

Sensex, Nifty reBound
nearly 1 pc on gains in
auto, IT stocks

PTI® MUMBAI

Equity benchmark indices
Sensex and Nifty bounced
back on Thursday to close
higher by nearly 1 per cent on
gains in banking, IT and auto
shares amid mixed global
trends.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
rose by 443.19 points or 0.86
per cent to settle at 52,265.72.
During the day, it rallied 694.26
points or 1.33 per cent to
52,516.79. The NSE Nifty
advanced 143.35 points or 0.93
per cent to 15,556.65. From the
Sensex pack, Maruti, M&M,
Asian Paints, Bharti Airtel,
TCS, Sun Pharma, Wipro,
ICICI Bank and Hindustan
Unilever were major gainers.

On other hand, Reliance
Industries, NTPC, Power Grid
and UltraTech Cement were
laggards. Elsewhere in Asia,
stock markets in Hong Kong,
Shanghai and Tokyo ended
with gains while Seoul settled
lower. European markets were
trading in red in mid-session
deals. The US markets ended

marginally  lower
Wednesday.

"The Indian markets
opened on a positive note fol-
lowing Asian market peers
which were trading mostly in
the green led by China. During

the afternoon session mar-
kets trimmed some of their
gains as European markets
struggled to shrug-off recession
fears but managed to trade in
the green," said Narendra
Solanki, Head- Equity Research
(Fundamental), Anand Rathi
Shares & Stock Brokers.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
tanked 709.54 points or 1.35
per cent to settle at 51,822.53
on Wednesday. The NSE Nifty
fell 225.50 points or 1.44 per
cent to end at 15,413.30.

Meanwhile, international
oil benchmark Brent crude
declined 1.92 per cent to USD
109.60 per barrel. Foreign insti-
tutional investors (FIIs)
remained net sellers in capital
market, as they sold shares
worth 2,920.61 crore on
Wednesday, as per exchange
data.

on

money 10

h for continuing GST compensation beyond June

‘Govt can meet fiscal deficit target if rising oil
prices don’t force more excise cuts on fuels’

PTI W MUMBAI

he Centre can meet the fis-

cal deficit target of 6.4 per
cent for 2022-23 if there are no
excise duty cuts to lower high
oil prices and additional spend-
ing on subsidies, a German
brokerage said on Thursday.

Meeting the budgeted tar-
get will be possible if there is
no further cut on excise duties,
Deutsche Bank's chief econo-
mist Kaushik Das said.

The note said that the
recent cuts in excise duties,
coupled with the higher spend-
ing on fertiliser, food and fuel
subsidies have led to "upside
risks" on the fiscal deficit tar-
get. "...Our analysis of the fis-
cal arithmetic at this juncture
suggests that the central gov-
ernment can still potentially
hold the FY23 fiscal deficit

close to the target of 6.4 per
cent of GDP, assuming no fur-
ther excise duty cuts or/and
additional spending on subsi-
dies over and above what has
already been announced,” it
said.

However, it will be a "dif-
ferent story" if crude oil prices
rise to over USD 150 per bar-
rel during the course of the
year, it said, hinting that the fis-
cal deficit can expand beyond
the targeted levels otherwise.

The brokerage said its
house view is for the fiscal
deficit number to come at 6.5
per cent of GDP.

Clarity on whether the fis-
cal target can be met or not,
and if market borrowing needs
to be increased from the pre-
sent target of Rs 14.31 lakh
crore will become clearer only
in the second half of the fiscal,

when the government has suf-
ficient data on the revenue and
expenditure front, it said.
Listing out the factors which
are leading to concerns over
the fiscal situation, it said the
government reduced central
excise duty on petrol by Rs 8
per litre and diesel by Rs 6 per
litre, expenditure allocation
on fertiliser subsidies was
raised by Rs 1.1 lakh crore and
a Rs 61,000 crore scheme on
cooking gas was also
announced.

The note said the actual
revenue collection turned out
to be higher than the revised
estimates in FY22, which will
make it easier to achieve the
revenue estimates for FY23 in
absolute terms, but added that
the actual expenditure also
turned out to be higher than
estimates. In FY23, total rev-

enue collections can be lower
by around Rs 24,500 crore,
given impact of measures
enlisted above, it said, adding
the expenditure compression is
still likely to fall short of the
additional increase in subsidy
bill of Rs 2 lakh crore, which
means that we should expect
an overall expenditure over-
shoot of at least Rs 1.3 lakh
crore, it said.

FY23 fiscal deficit could be
potentially higher by Rs 1.5
lakh crore or 7 per cent of GDP,
when calculated using the
lower nominal GDP base pro-
vided in budget (which
assumes only 11.1 per cent
growth), but fiscal deficit works
out to 6.54 per cent, when
using a larger nominal GDP
base, based on a realistic 17-18
per cent YoY (Year-on-Year)
growth assumption, it said.

Tomar to take up industry’s demand on reducing GST on pesticides with FIM

PTI B NEW DELHI

Agriculture Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar on
Thursday assured the agro-
chemicals industry that he
would take up the industry's
demand to reduce GST on
pesticides to 5 per cent from 18
per cent with the finance min-
ister.

Addressing the ‘11th
Agrochemicals Conference
2022' organised by FICCI, the
minister stressed on the need
for crop diversification and
said farmers should grow more

horticulture and costly crops.

On the industry's demand
to reduce GST on pesticides,
Tomar said the matter related
to this subject is being dealt by
the GST Council. "I will meet
and apprise the Finance

Minister about your demand,"
he said. Tomar said he would
take up the issue with the
finance ministry on behalf of
the industry but a final decision
on this would be taken by the
GST Council.

The minister was respond-
ing to the demand made by
FICCI Crop Protection
Committee Chairman R G
Agarwal that the GST should
be reduced to 5 per cent from
18 per cent, as it is in the case
of fertilisers. This will bring
down the cost and promote
usage of crop-protection chem-

icals. Tomar also emphasised
on making agriculture prof-
itable by increasing production
and crop productivity, besides
reducing input cost as well as
post-harvest crop losses.

He highlighted that the
Centre has launched many
programmes in the last eight
years to boost agriculture sec-
tor and double farmers income.
Tomar said the Centre, along
with States, is making efforts to
provide new technologies to
farmers. The government is in
the process to set up 10,000
FPOs (farmers producer organ-

isations) to improve income of
farming community, he added.

The minister said country
is self-sufficient in foodgrains
production while the govern-
ment is making efforts to boost
oilseeds and pulese outputin a
mission mode. He spoke about
the need to undertake research
in agriculture sector in the field
of new seed varieties to
improve crop yield.

Talking about fertilisers
and pesticides, Tomar said
there is a need to promote bal-
anced use of these crop pro-
tection products. He agreed

that there is no unjudicious use
of fertilisers and pesticides in
India but asked industry to
work on alternative products as
farmers are also taking interest
in organic as well as natural
farming.

Tomar said government
and the industry should work
together to create awareness
among small and marginal
farmers about benefits of agro-
chemicals. The minister said
Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs)
are working in this direction
but there is a need to make
concerted efforts.

Rupee settles at
all-time low of 78.32

against US dollar

PTI® MUMBAI

The rupee on Thursday
closed at its all-time low of
78.32 (provisional) against the
US dollar as strong American
currency and persistent foreign
fund outflows weighed on
investor sentiments.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local
currency opened at 78.26 and
finally settled at its all-time low
78.32, unchanged from its pre-
vious close.

On Wednesday, the rupee
declined by 19 paise to settle at
an all-time low level of 78.32
against the US dollar. The
Indian rupee erased early
morning gains as safe-haven
demand drove the greenback
ahead of quarter-end adjust-
ments, said Dilip Parmar,
Research Analyst, HDFC
Securities. Parmar further said
that there is a high chance of a
near bounce amid a fall in
commodities, strength in
regional currencies and recov-
ery in risk assets. "Spot USD-

INR is expected to be in the
narrow range of 78.10 to 78.50
before heading towards 79 odd
levels," Parmar said. The dol-
lar index, which gauges the
greenback's strength against a
basket of six currencies, rose
0.41 per cent to 104.62. Brent
crude futures, the global oil
benchmark, declined 0.99 per
cent to USD 110.63 per barrel.

On the domestic equity
market front, the BSE Sensex
ended 443.19 points or 0.86 per
cent higher at 52,265.72, while
the broader NSE Nifty gained
143.35 points or 0.93 per cent
to 15,556.65. Foreign institu-
tional investors remained net
sellers in the capital market on
Wednesday as they offloaded
shares worth Rs 2,920.61 crore,
as per stock exchange data.

Bank unions
postpone June
27 strike

New Delhi: Bank unions on
Thursday deferred their pro-
posed June 27 strike as Indian
Banks' Association (IBA) agreed
to initiate negotiation talks on
their demands.

The United Forum of Bank
Union (UFBU), an umbrella
body of nine bank unions,
including All India Bank

Officers’ Confederation
(AIBOC), All India Bank
Employees Association
(AIBEA) and National

Organisation of Bank Workers
(NOBW) had threaten to go on
strike to press for issues related
to pension and demand for five-
days-a-week work.

As per agreement with IBA,
the negotiation talks on various
pending issues would begin on
July 1, AIBEA general secretary
C H Venkatachalam said after
a meeting held under chair-
manship of Chief Labour
Commissioner.

Other demands included
an updation and revision of
pension for all pensioners and
doing away with national pen-
sion scheme and restoring old
pension scheme for all bank
employees. PTI

RBI proposes norms for outsourcing
of [T services by banks, NBFCs

PTI ® MUMBAI

The Reserve Bank on
Thursday proposed norms
for the outsourcing of IT ser-
vices to ring-fence banks and
other regulated entities from
financial, operational and rep-
utational risks.

Regulated entities (REs)
will not require prior approval
from the central bank for the
outsourcing of IT and IT-
enabled services, according to
RBI's draft Master Direction on
Outsourcing of Information

Technology (IT) Services.
"The underlying principle of
these Directions is that the RE
should ensure that outsourcing
arrangements neither diminish
its ability to fulfil its obligations
to customers nor impede effec-
tive supervision by the super-
vising authority," said the draft,
on which the RBI has invited
comments from stakeholders
by July 22.

Banks, payment banks,
cooperative banks, credit infor-
mation companies, NBFCs and
other regulated entities, would
be required to put in place a
comprehensive board-

Govt-appointed
committee on EVs
fire cases to submit
report this month

PTI B NEW DELHI

An expert committee set up
by the road transport min-
istry to investigate cases of elec-
tric two-wheelers catching fire
and suggest remedial mea-
sures is likely to submit its
report this month, a senior
government official said on
Friday. Recently, there have
been multiple incidents of elec-
tric vehicles (EVs) catching
fire and resulting in death and
causing severe injuries to peo-
ple.

"The expert committee

(formed on battery standards
and certification) is likely to
submit it's report this month,"
the official told PTT.

Road Transport and

Highways Minister Nitin
Gadkari had recently said com-
panies found negligent will be
penalised and a recall of all
defective vehicles will be
ordered after the expert panel
submits its report. The gov-
ernment had ordered a probe
in April after an e-scooter
launched by ride-hailing oper-
ator Ola's electric mobility arm
engulfed in fire in Pune.

Indian economy to grow by 7-7.8 pc in
FY23 despite global headwinds: Experts

PTI B NEW DELHI

he Indian economy can

grow by 7-7.8 per cent this
fiscal on the back of better agri-
culture production and a revi-
talised rural economy amid
global headwinds mainly due
to the ongoing Russia-Ukraine
war, eminent economists said.

Eminent economist and
BR Ambedkar School of
Economics (BASE) Vice-
Chancellor NR Bhanumurthy
said at present Indian economy
is facing multiple headwinds
largely from external sources.

Noting that global infla-
tionary pressures and the
Russia-Ukraine war have
brought in risks to the econo-
my, which is otherwise strong
with all the domestic macro
fundamentals being well man-
aged, he said unlike advanced
economies, India's Covid stim-
ulus measures, especially the
fiscal policy interventions, are
less inflationary and rather
growth-enhancing.

"With better agricultural
production and revitalised
rural economy India should
touch 7 per cent growth in the
current year despite global
headwinds," Bhanumurthy told

PTI. Echoing similar views,
eminent economist and
Institute for Studies in
Industrial Development (ISID)
director Nagesh Kumar said the
high-frequency indicators
point to a robust growth
momentum carrying through
2022-23 with a real GDP
growth somewhere between
7-7.8 per cent.

French economist Guy
Sorman said India could be
severely impacted by the high
cost of energy and fertiliser
imports. "However, because
India is still, largely an agri-
cultural economy, the social
impact of slower growth will be
tempered by city workers going
back to their village.

"This could increase agri-
cultural production and grain
exports,” Sorman added.The
World Bank has cut India's eco-
nomic growth forecast for the
current fiscal to 7.5 per cent as
rising inflation, supply chain
disruptions, and geopolitical
tensions taper recovery.

India's economy grew 8.7
per cent in the last fiscal (2021-
22) against a 6.6 per cent con-
traction in the previous year.
In its third monetary policy of
2022-23, the Reserve Bank

retained its GDP growth fore-
castat 7.2 per cent for the cur-
rent fiscal, but cautioned
against negative spillovers of
geopolitical tensions and a
slowdown in the global econ-
omy.

On high inflation,
Bhanumurthy said, CPI infla-
tion peaked in March 2022 and
a large part of the CPI inflation
in the last three months is dri-
ven by fuel prices.

"Delayed transmission of
domestic fuel prices and rise in
global fuel and other com-
modity prices appears to have
led to a sudden spurt in CPI
inflation," he said, adding that
recent policy measures, such as
reduction in fuel taxes and hike
in policy interest rates, should
smoothen inflation and infla-
tion expectations in the com-
ing quarters.

Kumar noted that the glob-
al headwinds of rising com-
modity prices do pose down-
side risks for the Indian eco-
nomic outlook as the CPI lev-
els are elevated.

"Yet, I do not think that
India is heading towards
stagflation, given that the
growth momentum seems
quite robust,” Kumar argued.

BIS issues performance
standards for electric
vehicle batteries

PTI W NEW DELHI

he Bureau of Indian

Standards (BIS) has come
out with performance stan-
dards for electric vehicle bat-
teries in order to ensure the
safety of consumers, a senior
consumer affairs ministry offi-
cial said on Thursday.

BIS, the national stan-
dards-setting body that func-
tions under the consumer
affairs ministry, has published
the "performance standards
for electronic vehicle batteries",
the official said.

The standard "IS 17855:
2022" has been formulated for
lithium-ion traction battery
packs and systems of electri-
cally-propelled road vehicles
and it has been harmonized
with ISO 12405-4: 2018, the
official added.

According to the official,
the new EV batteries' standard
incorporates the test procedure
for the basic characteristic of
performance, reliability and
electrical functionality for the
battery packs and system for

either high power or high
energy application.

This standard is formulat-
ed considering real-life sce-
narios for an electric vehicle
such as vehicle in parking (bat-
tery is not used for an extend-
ed period of time), the battery
system is being shipped
(stored), operating battery at
low and high temperature etc.,
accordingly various tests are
incorporated in this standard.

Electric vehicles operate
on an electric motor and
rechargeable batteries. Over
the past decade, electric vehi-
cles have grown in terms of vis-
ibility and availability in the
market. Most electric vehicles
use lithium-ion batteries
because of their high power-to-
weight ratio.

Considering the safety
aspect of batteries for electronic
vehicles, the BIS is in the
process of publishing two more
standards related to batteries
for various passenger and
goods carrying vehicles (L, M
and N categories), the official
said.

approved IT outsourcing pol-
icy. "Outsourcing of any activ-
ity of the RE shall not dimin-
ish its obligations as also of its
Board and senior manage-
ment, who shall be ultimately
responsible for the outsourced
activity.

"RE shall take steps to
ensure that the service provider
employs the same high stan-
dard of care in performing the
services as would have been
employed by the RE if the same
activity was not outsourced,"
the draft said.

The draft specifies the role
of the board and senior man-
agement, besides norms per-
taining to the usage of cloud
computing services and out-
sourcing of the Security
Operations Center (SOC).

The RBI has also proposed
that the REs should set up a
robust grievance redressal
mechanism, "which in no way
shall be compromised on
account of outsourcing”, mean-
ing responsibility for redressal
of customers' grievances relat-
ed to outsourced services
would rest with them.

As per the draft, a risk

management framework for
the outsourcing of IT services
should comprehensively deal
with the processes and respon-
sibilities for the identification,
measurement, mitigation/
management and reporting of
risks associated with out-
sourcing.

Entities regulated by
the RBI should also require
their service providers to devel-
op and establish a robust
framework for documenting,
maintaining and testing
Business Continuity Plan
(BCP) and Disaster Recovery
Plan (DRP).

Also, a RE could outsource
any IT activity/IT-enabled ser-
vice within its business group/
conglomerate, provided that
such an arrangement is backed
by the Board-approved policy
and appropriate service level
arrangements/ agreements with
its group entities are in place,
the draft said.

It has also proposed addi-
tional requirements for cross-
border outsourcing.In
February this year, the RBI had
proposed to issue a guideline
on outsourcing.

Hira Nand has taken over as
Director (Finance) of National
Fertilizers Limited (NFL). Prior to
this, Nand was Executive Director
(F&A) in company. Nand is also
on the board of NFL’s JV
Ramagundam Fertilizers and
Chemicals Ltd. (RFCL). A cost
and management accountant
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HIRA NAND TAKES OVER AS DIR (FINANCE) OF NFL

professional with degrees of M.Com, LL.B., Nand has a rich
professional experience of more than 30 years in Accounts and
Financial Management. He started his career with NFL in 1986 and
gained rich experience in various aspects of Financial Management in
Company. He has also worked with ONGC Petro additions Ltd. (OPaL),
KRIBHCO and Model Economic Township Ltd in various capacities.
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INTERMATIONAL DAY OF YOGA 2022

POWERGRID OBSERVES INTERNATIONAL YOGA DAY
Power Grid Corporation of India Limited (POWERGRID), a Maharatna
CPSU under Ministry of Power, in association with Ministry of Ayush,
celebrated the 8th International Day of Yoga-2022, with fervour and
enthusiasm at Rakhigarhi, Hisar, Haryana. Hundreds of students and
local public participated in this mega effort of practicing yoga together
in the presence of Chief Guest, Krishan Pal Gurjar, Minister of State
for Power & Heavy Industries, Govt. of India apart from Jaideep Arya,
Chairman, Haryana Yoga Commission, Dr. Priyanka Soni, Deputy
Commissioner, Hisar, Haryana, Vikas Yadav, SDM, Narnaund and V. K.
Singh, Director (Personnel), POWERGRID.
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AP M EASTBOURNE

tennis action has been cut

short after doubles partner
Ons Jabeur withdrew from the
Eastbourne tournament because
of a knee injury.

The WTA event had seen
tennis great Williams, 40, play her
first two competitive matches
since she limped out of last year's
Wimbledon in tears with a ham-
string problem.

The American and Tunisian
partner Jabeur made it through to
the semi-finals with a narrow last
16 win over Maria Bouzkova and
Sara Sorribes Tormo, before a
more convincing quarter-final
victory in straight sets against
Shuko Aoyama and Chan Hao-
ching.

Williams will now focus on
Wimbledon where she has
accepted a wild card into the
women's singles in a bid to win
a record-equalling 24th Grand
Slam title.

She will find out who she
faces in the first round when the
draw is made on Friday.

Earlier on Wednesday, sere-
na stepped up her comeback as
the American star powered to a
second successive victory.

Williams and Tunisia's Jabeur
defeated Shuko Aoyama and
Chan Hao-ching 6-2, 6-4 in the
quarter-finals of the Wimbledon
warm-up event at Devonshire
Park.

Williams, 40, had initially
looked rusty on her first appear-
ance for 12 months in Tuesday's
victory over Sara Sorribes Tormo
and Marie Bouzkova.

But she grew into that match
and was more like her old self in
the second step on her comeback
trail.

Serena Williams' return to
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—_—— T : Margaret Court's record of 24
£ g Williams will now singles titles at the majors.
wr ) focus on The last of her 23 Grand
. Wimbledon where  glam singles titles came at the
she has accepted  Australian Open in 2017.

first break.

the title.

said.

said.

equalling

a wild card into
. the women’s
S singles in a bid to

e win a record-
equalling 24th
R § Grand Slam title
\ .h;,. L It took only two minutes
& for the American to send
v o
.| down an ace before several

clinical volleys provided the

The opening set was
wrapped up in 25 minutes
and another break inspired
by Serena in the ninth game
of the second set put them on
the brink of victory.

One more ace for
Williams' tally helped get
her and Jabeur over the line
and they are now just two
victories away from securing

"I think we played
together much better today,
although I felt we played real-
ly well together yesterday.
Ons really helped me out
playing so good," Williams

Quizzed on how she cel-
ebrated yesterday, Serena she
went for a dip in the nearby
sea on the south-coast.

"T went to the beach and
for a swim like everyone
here in the cold water, no, no
way! I didn't do much. I just
played with my baby
(Olympia). She is so fun," she

Williams is one Grand
Slam crown away from
Australian

Serenia comeBack cut Short by Jabeur injury

2018 and 2019.

titles in 2016.

out of action.

Wimbledon

Kvitova,

16 clash.

set at a canter.

minutes.

this season.

Since then she has lost
four Grand Slam finals,
including at Wimbledon in

Williams won the sev-
enth and most recent of her
seven Wimbledon singles

Serena, who became a
mother in 2017, has plum-
meted to 1,204th in the WTA
rankings due to her period

Earlier Wednesday, Petra
Kvitova battled into the
Eastbourne women's singles
quarter-finals as the former
champion
fought back to beat Britain's
Katie Boulter 5-7, 6-0, 7-5.
who won
Wimbledon in 2011 and
2014, was in danger of a India's Under-17 women's football team

suffered a humiliating 0-7 defeat against
Italy in the opening match of a four-nation
tournament at Grandisco D'lsonzo stadium

shock defeat against Boulter
after the world number 127
took the first set of their last-

Boulter had knocked out
last year's Wimbledon run-
ner-up Karolina Pliskova in
the previous round.

But former world num-
ber two Kvitova showed her
class as she took the second

The Czech, who last
reached a Grand Slam final
in Australia in 2019, held her
nerve in a tense decider to
win in two hours and 23

In the men's singles,
Cameron Norrie defeated
Brandon Nakashima 6-4, 6-
2 for his first win on grass
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PTI W UDINE

here.

takes from them.

Italian.

whisker.

The Thomas Dennerby-coached side
started off the match by trying to press the
opposition high up the pitch and entice mis-

Italy almost took the lead in the 10th
minute as Dragoni had just Indian goalkeep-
er Monalisa to beat but the latter stretched
and produced a wonderful save to deny the

However, India's resistance soon lay in
tatters as just one minute later, Maria Rossi
put the ball into the back of the net.

India came the closest to scoring on the
half-hour mark when Anita tried a long-
range effort to catch the Italian defence off-
guard but her shot missed the target by a

The floodgates opened after that as Anna
Longobardi and Giulla Dragoni scored in the

Indian women’s U17 team
suffer 0-7 defeat against Italy

India jump two places
to 104 in FIFA ranking

NEW DELHI: The Indian football team
reaped a good harvest of its impressive
Asian Cup qualification campaign as it
gained two places to jump to 104th in the
latest FIFA world rankings released on
Thursday.

The Blue Tigers are placed just below
New Zealand (103rd), who missed out on
a 2022 FIFA World Cup spot after losing to
Costa Rica 0-1 in the intercontinental play-
off earlier this month.

India’s ranking among Asian Football
Confederation members, however, still
remained static at 19th place. Iran retained
the top spot among AFC countries at 23rd
place. In the overall rankings, Brazil
remained on top, three months after taking
the top spot from Belgium (2nd).

Argentina jumped one place to third at
the expense of France (4th) who paid the
price for four winless games in the UEFA

Nations League.
England, Spain, Italy, Netherlands,

Portugal and Denmark complete the top-
10. The next FIFA world ranking will be out
on August 25.

PTI

31st and 33rd minutes, respectively, to give

the Italians some much-needed cushion.
Italy picked up right from where they left
off in the first half as Manuela Sciabica scored

in the 48th minute.

goals.

Couple of quick-fire goals followed
after that and within 15 minutes of the sec-
ond half, Italy had extended their lead to six

Dennerby made some changes in the

60th minute as Neha, Rejiya, Babina and
Pinku came on for Nitu, Lynda, Kajol and
Shelja, respectively.

Marta Zambomi scored the final goal of
the game in the 67th minute as she stretched
Italy's lead to 7 goals.

On an exposure tour, the Indian team

will compete in two tournaments to gear up

for the U-17 women's World Cup in India
during October-November.

Back with a bang: Indian
women’s team storms into final

PTI M PARIS

India's recurve archers, who
had a nightmarish qualifica-
tion round in the women's
event, bounced back strongly to
storm into the final, confirm-
ing their first medal at the
ongoing World Cup Stage 3
here on Thursday.

A day after all of them
slipped out of top-30 in the
qualifying round to get a lowly
13th seed, the trio of Deepika
Kumari, Ankita Bhakat and
Simranjeet Kaur beat Ukraine,
Britain and Turkey en route the
summit clash.

They will be against
Chinese Taipei on Sunday.

The Indian women's
recurve trio started off by elim-
inating fourth-seed Ukraine
5-1(57-53, 57-54, 55-55).

Against Great Britain in the
quarterfinals, they dropped
just four points to down their
opponents 6-0 (59-51, 59-51,

58-50).

In the semifinals, they had
a slow start, aggregating 56 in
the first set but their eighth-
seeded Turkish rivals Gulnaz
Coskun, Ezgi Basaran and
Yasemin Anagoz shot a poor 51
to concede the first set by five
points.

The Indians stepped up in
the second set to edge out their
rivals by one-point before they
went on to lose their first set of
the day when the Turkish team
won the third 55-54 to make it
2-4.

Needing a tie in the fourth
set to confirm their passage to
the final, the Indians held their
nerve and stood to their task
for a 5-3 (56-51, 57-56, 54-55,
55-55) win.

Luck also was on their side
as they did not have to face
their nemesis Koreans as the
top-seeds were upset by eighth-
seeded Turkish team in the
quarters.

Malaysia’s Lee
Zii Jia pulls out
of CWG

PTI B NEW DELHI

Former All England champi-
on Lee Zii Jia has pulled out
of the upcoming
Commonwealth Games to man-
age his workload, keeping in
mind the World Championships
in August.

The world number five
Malaysian's withdrawal will
make it a bit easier for the Indian
duo of Kidambi Srikanth and
Lakshya Sen to go for the cov-
eted Gold at the Birmingham
event with Singapore's first ever
badminton world champion
Loh Kean Yew emerging as one
of the favourites.

"This is a difficult decision
to make because I have played
so many back-to-back tourna-
ments and I think my body con-
dition lacks rest and (so) I have
to choose between
Commonwealth and the World
Championships," Zii Jia said in
avideo posted on Twitter. "T have
already spoken to my team
members as well and we came
out with a decision to focus
more on World Championships
instead."

The Commonwealth
Games is scheduled in
Birmingham from July 28 to
Aug 8, while the world
Championships will be held in
Tokyo from August 22 to 28.

Zii Jia will compete at the
Malaysian Open from June 28 to
July 3, followed by the Malaysian
Masters from July 5-10.

Cristiano could
return to Juventus

AP B LONDON

anchester United star

footballer Cristiano
Ronaldo is planning to return
back to Juventus after an
underwhelming season with
Premier League club.

According to reports,
Ronaldo's manager Jorge
Mendis has already made a
move and offered the 37-year-
old striker's service to Juventus.

An AS.com report sug-
gests that Ronaldo's manager
has offered the footballer to the
Italian giants. It has been
learned that Juventus have not
totally ruled out having star
footballer in their side,
although there is some doubt
over whether they would be
able to complete a deal.

United have not won the
Premier League title since 2013
and last won a trophy in 2017.
They finished last season in
sixth place, having sacked Ole
Gunnar Solskjaer and replaced
him with interim boss Ralf
Rangnick.

The new manager of the
club, Erik ten Hag has been
tasked with a tricky rebuilding
job in his first summer at Old
Trafford and will need to get to
work on replacing some of the
star names who will leave when
their contracts expire on June
30.

Ronaldo is reportedly 'wor-
ried' about United's current
approach in the transfer win-

-

dow, according to a report
from AS.com.

Along with Ronaldo,
Pogba, who was bought by the
club for a record $112 million,
could return to his former
club Juventus.

The 37-year old found the
back of the net 24 times in what
was a forgetful season for
Manchester United, as they
failed to qualify for the
Champions League, a result
that leaves Ronaldo's future at
the Old Trafford under doubts.

Ronaldo made 134 appear-
ances for Juventus, scoring 101
goals and winning two league
titles as well as two Coppa
Italia.

PNS B NEW DELHI

India on Thursday named an
18-member women's hock-
ey team for the upcoming
Commonwealth Games, with
star striker Rani Rampal left
out yet again for failing to
regain full fitness after an
injury.

The CWG team is very
similar to the one taking part
in the World Cup next month.

The side will be captained
by goalkeeper Savita Punia
while experienced defender
Deep Grace Ekka will be her
deputy in the Birmingham
CWG, to be held from July 28
to August 8. The duo will also
take the same roles in the
World Cup, to be co-hosted by
the Netherlands and Spain
from July 1 to 17.

There are only three
changes in the CWG squad
from the World Cup team.
Rajani Etimarpu was named
in place of Bichu Devi
Kharibam as number two
goalkeeper while World Cup
team member Sonika (mid-
fielder) was left out from the
CWG squad. Forward Sangita
Kumari, who was named as
one of the replacement play-
ers for the World Cup, figured
in the CWG team as a full
member.

India have been placed in
pool A along with England,
Canada, Wales and Ghana.
They will begin their cam-
paign on July 29 against
Ghana.

Rani, who led the Indian
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women to a historic fourth-
place finish at the Tokyo
Olympics, was picked for the
recent FIH Pro League match-
es in Belgium and
Netherlands after recovering
from a hamstring injury.

She didn't feature in the
first four games of the side's
European leg of Pro League,
raising doubts about her fit-
ness. Eventually, it cost her a
place in the World Cup-bound
squad.

In the 2014
Commonwealth Games in
Gold Coast, India had fin-
ished fourth after losing to
England in the bronze medal
match. However, after an
impressive campaign in their

GWG team

27 ODISHAT = opisHA T

-

N N/

maiden FIH Pro League
where they finished overall
third behind Argentina and
the Netherlands, the Indian
team is looking for a podium
finish in Birmingham.

INDIAN TEAM
Goalkeepers: Savita (c),
Rajani Etimarpu

Defenders: Deep Grace Ekka
(ve), Gurjit Kaur, Nikki
Pradhan, Udita

Midfielders: Nisha, Sushila
Chanu Pukhrambam,
Monika, Neha, Jyoti, Navjot
Kaur, Salima Tete

Forwards: Vandana Katariya,
Lalremsiami, Navneet Kaur,
Sharmila Devi, Sangita
Kumari.

"lop-scorer Nkunku extends stay with Leipzig until 2026

AP W LEIPZIG

RB Leipzig have extended
the contract of their top-
scoring France forward
Christopher Nkunku until
2026, it was announced
Thursday.

The 24-year-old was in
stellar form last season, bang-
ing in 35 goals, including 20 in
the Bundesliga, plus 19 assists
in 50 matches in all competi-
tions.

His performances earned
him a debut in the France team
last March and attracted inter-
est from his former club PSG
and Manchester United.

Nkunku still had two years
on his original contract, but RB
Leipzig managing director
Oliver Mintzlaff has secured his
services for another four years.

The new deal reportedly
includes a significant salary
raise with magazine Kicker
and German daily Bild claim-
ing a release clause of around
60 million euros becomes
active next summer.

"I was really impressed with

Low tips Gotze for Germany recall after Frankfurt move

AP M BERLIN

World Cup winner Mario
Gotze has been tipped
for a Germany recall by former
national team coach Joachim
Low after returning to the
Bundesliga by signing for
Champions League side
Eintracht Frankfurt.

Gotze completed his
transfer from Dutch Eredivisie
runners-up PSV Eindhoven by
signing a three-year contract.

"I'm really looking forward
to playing for Eintracht
Frankfurt," said Gotze, who
scored an extra-time winner in
Germany's victory over
Argentina in the 2014 World

the club's efforts to keep me, so
a big thanks to those responsi-
ble, especially Oliver Mintzlaff,
with whom I was always in
close contact," Nkunku said in
a statement.

Red Bull-backed Leipzig

Cup final.

"The club has developed
incredibly and embarked on
an exciting, ambitious path
which I am glad to be a part
of."

Frankfurt have qualified
for the Champions League for
the first time since losing the
1960 European Cup final to
Real Madrid after winning the
Europa League last season.

Sporting director Markus
Kroesche said Gotze turned
down "numerous offers" in
order to join Frankfurt.

"We have lacked a type of
player like him so far," said
Kroesche.

Low, who brought Gotze

won the German Cup last sea-
son, a first title for the club
which was only founded in
2009.

They have again qualified
for the Champions League next
season and Nkunku said the

club has big goals.

"RB Leipzig have made a
name for themselves on the
international stage in recent
years and have shown we can
compete for titles," he said.

"We want to build on that

on as a substitute in the World
Cup final, is backing the mid-
fielder to stake a claim for an
international recall despite
last playing for Germany in
2017.

"He has all the qualities for
it," Low, who stepped down as
coach after Euro 2020, told Sky.

"He will play in the
Champions League again, will
be the focus here in the
Bundesliga and will want to
put himself forward for a
World Cup place.”

Gotze rebuilt his confi-
dence during his two-year
spell at PSV after struggling for
form at Bayern Munich and
Borussia Dortmund.

going forward and go one step
further."

HALLER TO REPLACE
HAALAND

Ajax forward Sebastien
Haller flew to Germany on

Thursday to complete a medical
check before signing with
Borussia Dortmund as a
replacement for Erling Haaland.

Haller was picked up by
Dortmund officials after land-
ing at the city's airport from
where he was taken for his
medical.

The 28-year-old Ivory
Coast international is reported-
ly poised to ink a four-year deal
with Dortmund to replace
Haaland, who has joined
Premier League champions
Manchester City.

German daily Bild say
Haller's transfer from Ajax is set
to cost Bundesliga runners-up
Dortmund around 31 million
euros ($32.5 million) including
bonuses.

Haller was in superb form
in the Champions League last
season, scoring 11 goals in
eight games including four in a
5-1 win over Sporting Lisbon in
Ajax's opening group match.

The Dutch champions
bowed out in the last 16, but
Haller went on to score 21 goals
in 31 games in the Eredivisie.
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PTI B DAMBULLA

Lankan women's team after Jemimah

Rodrigues's vital knock on return to
secure a convincing 34-run victory in the first
T20 International here on Thursday.

Defending a modest 139, left-arm spin-
ner Radha Yadav (2/22) made her presence
felt right after the powerplay by dismissing the
dangerous-looking Sri Lankan captain
Chamari Athapaththu (16) and Harsihtha
Madavi (10) in three balls.

Reduced to 27 for three inside seven overs,
Sri Lanka never managed to get going in the
run chase, which was further derailed by some
tight bowling by seamer Deepti Pooja
Vastrakar in the middle overs en route to a
tidy spell of 4-1-13-1.

Deepti Sharma gave India a flying start,
dismissing opener Vishmi Gunaratne (0) in
the second over. The senior off-spinner was
at her miserly best in the powerplay and
returned with figures of 3-1-9-1 to stymie the
Sri Lanka's progress early on.

Deepti also took a stunning catch running
in from deep square leg to give Radha her sec-
ond wicket of the day.

Kavisha Dilhari waged a lone battle for the
hosts with a fighting 49-ball 47 (6x4), but the
Indians' top-class bowling and fielding
ensured their team emerged easy winners for
a 1-0 lead in the three-match series.

The hosts needed 78 runs in the last five
overs and Kavisha got going with a flurry of
boundaries against Harmanpreet Kaur and
Radha.

But it proved insufficient as the Indians
choked the home team's run rate while
denying the Islanders any six in their innings.

Shafali Varma compounded Sri Lanka's
misery by dismissing Ama Kanchana (11) in
the death overs to leave them tottering at 104
for five.

The Indian bowlers choked the Sri

The second match of the series is slated
for Saturday.

Opting to bat, India lost opener Smriti
Mandhana (1) in the third over of the game,
the 25-year-old becoming the victim of vet-
eran spinner Oshadi Ranasinghe while look-
ing to free her arms. She hit a tossed-up deliv-
ery straight to Chamari Aththapatu at mid-

on

 Sabbhineni Meghana was out for a gold-
en duck, sent back to the dressing room by

old warhorse Ranasinghe.

to go for a maximum.

Ranaweera in the 11th over.

Losing two wickets early and under pres-
sure in the hot and humid Dambulla, it was
left to the duo of Harmanpreet and Shefali
Verma to take control of the situation.

A well-settled Verma was the next to go,
dismissed by Aththapatu on 31 while trying

Smart bowling by the Lankans ensured
that they soon got their biggest breakthrough
when Harmanpreet (22) was trapped in
front of the wicket by spinner Inoka

INDIA GHOKE SL, TAKE 1-0 LEAD

a 17 off 8 balls.

Ranaweera picked two more wickets to
send back wicketkeeper batter Richa Ghosh
(11) and Pooja Vastrakar (14) to reduce the
visitors to 106 for six in 17 overs and leave
Jemimah with the task of giving the Indian
total a semblance of respectability.

Coming in at five, Rodrigues, who made
her comeback to the side after a while, did not
succumb to the pressure and scored some cru-
cial runs, hitting three fours and a six, with
Deepti Sharma playing the second fiddle with

Bharat impresses, top-order fails in
warm-up match against Leicestershire

PTI M LEICESTER

Wicketkeeper Srikar Bharat
impressed with an unbeaten 70,
even as India's top-order failed to get
batting practice on the first day of their
warm-up match against Leicestershire
here on Thursday.

Opting to bat after winning the toss,
India's top guns failed to fire as the vis-
itors slipped to 81 for five, before
reaching 246 for eight at the close of
play.

Bharat shone during his 158-minute
stay in the middle before rain brought
an early end to the day's proceedings at
Grace Road.

In all, the 28-year-old batter from
Andhra hit eight fours and a six while
facing 111 balls. At stumps, Mohammed
Shami was giving Bharat company on
18.

Skipper Rohit Sharma (25) and
Shubman Gill (21) got out after getting
starts. The opening duo, which is set to
begin India's innings in the one-off 'fifth
Test', added 35 runs for the first wick-
et before the latter was dismissed by
fast-medium bowler Will Davis.

Ashwin joins team in Leicester

PTI W LEICESTER

enior off-spinner Ravichandran
Ashwin, who did not travel to the
United Kingdom along with his India
team-mates for the one-off 'fifth Test'
after testing positive for COVID-19, has
joined the side in Leicester, according to
sources.
Ashwin, who is in quarantine, joined
his team-mates at Leicester where India
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India's first-choice wicketkeeper
Rishabh Pant, who was representing the
English county side alongside
Cheteshwar Pujara, Jasprit Bumrah
and Prasidh Krishna, held on to the
catch of Gill, who found the fence four
times while lasting 38 minutes.

For the addition of another 15 runs,
India lost the wicket of Rohit, who hit
three fours during his 64-minute stay
in the middle.

Rohit's departure paved the way for
Virat Kohli's arrival, and the former
India captain looked to take the onus
upon himself to prop up India.

In between, Hanuma Vihari (3)
came on to bat at number three but
departed cheaply off the bowling of
Roman Walker.

Shreyas Iyer failed to open his
account and walked back to the dress-
ing room after facing 11 balls, having
nicked Prasidh to the waiting hands of
Pant.

All-rounder Ravindra Jadeja too
failed to make an impact as he was
adjudged Ibw off the bowling of Roman
Walker, who finished the day with
impressive figures of 5/24.

is playing a warm-up match.

The Indian team had left for the UK
on June 16.

"Yes, Ashwin has joined the team but
he is still recovering. He is not fit to play
the warm-up game," a source said.

The team management is hopeful
that he will recover in time for the Test
against England, which starts on July 1.

After the IPL, Ashwin had played a
Tamil Nadu Cricket Association (TNCA)
league red-ball match where he had
bowled 20 overs to get some long-form
game time.

ords of encouragement from

Rohit Sharma and Rishabh
Pant lifted Jemimah Rodrigues'
spirit while she tackled a difficult
phase and worked on her come-
back, which began right after
being dropped from the Indian
women's team.

The chirpy cricketer feels she
is blessed to have spoken to the
likes of Rohit and Pant.

Jemimah, who was not part of
India's World Cup squad in New
Zealand, marked her return to
international cricket with a vital
27-ball 36 not out to give India
enough runs to defend in the first
T20 International here on
Thursday.

"My journey since the last Sri
Lanka tour has not been smooth,
it had its ups and downs. I have
spoken to Rohit Sharma and
Rishabh Pant, they told me these
moments will define your career,
they told me not to take it (being
dropped from the squad before the
World Cup) in a negative way,"
Jemimah said at the post-match
press conference.

"They told me I should take up
the challenge and move ahead. I
am blessed to have spoken to
them."

Coming in at number five,
Rodrigues did not succumb to the
pressure created by the Sri Lankan
bowlers and scored some crucial
runs, hitting three fours and a six.
India posted 138 for 6 and the vis-
iting bowlers choked the Sri
Lankans to secure a convincing 34-
run victory.
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Blessed to have spoken to Rohit &
Pant after being dropped: Jemimah

PTI B DAMBULLA

"T have understood my game
better in the four-five months, I
have become calmer, I have
changed though my height
remains the same," said Jemimah.

"I started preparing right after
I was dropped.”

Coming into the middle at a
crucial juncture of the innings,
Jemimah said she was nervous to
start with.

"This innings means a lot, I
was nervous initially but the late
cut boundary helped me a lot in
easing things up. I am back in the
side after 4-5 months or maybe

more than that. I was pumped up."

Broad leaves Kiwis
struggling in 3rd Test

AP W LEEDS

England's Stuart Broad was
closing in on 550 Test wick-
ets after striking in the first
over of the match and then
removing New Zealand cap-
tain Kane Williamson on the
opening day of the series finale
at Headingley on Thursday.

New Zealand, already 2-0
down in a three-match series,
were 65 for three at lunch after
winning the toss under blue
skies and on a seemingly good
pitch for batting in Leeds.

England were looking to
make it three wins out of three
under their new leadership
duo of captain Ben Stokes and
red-ball coach Brendon
McCullum, a former New
Zealand skipper.

They were without James
Anderson, their all-time lead-
ing Test wicket-taker, because
of an ankle injury.

But any disappointment
at Anderson's absence was
soon eased when his longtime
new-ball partner Broad
removed Tom Latham for a
sixth-ball duck after he edged
a delivery straight to Joe Root
at first slip.

New Zealand were none
for one at that stage, but Will
Young and Williamson, back in
action after missing the second
Test in Nottingham with a
bout of coronavirus, repaired
some of the early damage.

Williamson, on a ground
where he had played for
Yorkshire, smashed Broad for
four and Young cut a bound-
ary off Test debutant Jamie

Overton, with the Surrey quick
preferred to twin brother Craig
as the replacement for
Anderson.

Spin, however, ended a
promising partnership, when
left-armer Jack Leach struck
with his first ball, turning and
straightened a delivery past
Young's bat to have the open-
er Ibw for 20.

Young reviewed, more in
hope than expectation, with
replays indicating the ball
would have hit the middle of
middle stump and New
Zealand were 35 for two inside
13 overs.

Broad then captured the
key wicket of Williamson,
whose fluent 31 had included
five fours, when the star bats-
man edged a fine leg-cutter to
wicketkeeper Ben Foakes as
the seamer took his 548th Test
wicket.

Williamson, in a rare show
of emotion, ripped off his
glove in disgust.

New Zealand almost lost a
fourth wicket before lunch
when left-hander Devon
Conway, on 11, inside-edged
Broad, only for Foakes to drop
a difficult one-handed chance
as he dived to his right.

Asked about the pitch, she
said, "I don't know, it is more like
the pitch where I stay in Mumbai.
The pitches are similar, so I am
used to playing in these conditions.
Ilove this country, it is a very beau-
tiful country. It is a privilege to
come here and the love we are get-
ting from the board is great."

Maxwell earns
Test recall

AP m COLOMBO

ustralia all-rounder Glenn
Maxwell has been added to
the Test squad in Sri Lanka fol-
lowing a spate of injuries in the
camp. The development comes
after Travis Head was ruled out
of the fifth ODI with a ham-
string injury, with white-ball
captain Aaron Finch "not sure"
about how the batter will hold
up for the upcoming Test series.
Head sustained a low-
grade hamstring injury while
tielding in the fourth ODI of
the series. "It's a bit more of a
precaution, especially with
where he fields," Aaron Finch
said in the presser ahead of the
final ODL. "He fields in the out-
field and the ground is quite
heavy and he does a lot of Ks...
I'm not sure what he'll be like
for the Tests but he's definite-
ly not available for tomorrow."
Maxwell last played a Test
five years ago, against
Bangladesh in Chattogram,
and could make a return to the
XI at Galle, especially given the
side injury to Ashton Agar.
Maxwell, though, will have to
fight off challenges from Mitch
Marsh and Josh Inglis to
replace Head at No. 5, should
the latter not get fit in time.

Sarfaraz’s 134 propels Mumbai
to 374, MP finish day 2 at 123/1

PTI W BENGALURU

arfaraz Khan completed his transfor-

mation from Mumbai cricket's resi-
dent 'enfant terrible' to 'Man Friday' with
a superb hundred that kept his side ahead
against Madhya Pradesh in the Ranji
Trophy final, here on Thursday.

Courtesy Sarfaraz's fourth hundred
of the season - 134 off 243 balls - the 41-
time champions managed a fighting 374
in their first innings after beginning the
day at 248 for five.

But Madhya Pradesh won't be too
unhappy as they finished the second day
at 123 for one with Yash Dubey (44 bat-
ting) and Shubham Sharma (41 batting)
adding 76 runs for the unbroken second
wicket.

The day belonged to none other than
Sarfaraz, who has now scored an
astounding 937 runs in Ranji Trophy in
just six games and could make it 1000 for
the season if Mumbai bat again in this
match.

His innings had 13 boundaries and
two huge sixes - one over square leg off
left-arm spinner Kumar Kartikeya and
one down the ground off off-spinner
Saransh Jain.

But what stood out was how he man-
aged the innings after Shams Mulani was
trapped leg before by Gourav Yadav
(4/106) in the opening over of the sec-
ond day.

His batting with the tail showed his
new-found maturity, which is proving to
be a boon for Mumbai cricket. He chose
loose deliveries for boundary, forcing MP
captain Aditya Shrivastava to open the
field.

The manner in which Sarfaraz has
turned a corner since the 2019-20 sea-
son (928 runs back then) is phenomenal
as he had disciplinary issues early in his
career, which also forced him to leave
Mumbai for a season.

With father Naushad Khan, who also
doubles up as his coach, making him play
400 balls (nearly 67 overs including nets
and knocking) a day at practice, Sarfaraz
2.0 is a battle-hardened man, the
'khadoos street fighter' that any captain
would want to go to a war with.

Once he reached his fifty, he touched
the lion's crest on his jersey, gesturing
'Don't worry, I am going nowhere'.

His batting isn't as pleasing to the eye
as Prithvi Shaw's but highly effective. His
batting is assuring. He knows how to

score those runs on a track that is large-
ly two-paced and in overcast conditions
with the ball doing a fair bit.

When MP skipper spread the field to
stop boundaries, he still found his way
to play the controlled square cut off
seamer Anubhav Agarwal, which bisect-
ed the two fielders stationed at deep extra
cover and deep point to the fence.

The Indian Test team's middle-order
is still jam-packed but the manner in
which Sarfaraz is batting, to put it in head
coach Rahul Dravid's words, he is not just
knocking but banging the selection door
down.

Sarfaraz was involved in four small,
but very effective, partnerships which
could prove to be decisive if the match
turns out to be an affair of one innings.

He added 40 for seventh wicket
with Tanush Kotian (15), 26 for the
eighth wicket with Dhawal Kulkarni
(1), 39 for the ninth with Tushar
Deshpande (6) and another 21 priceless
runs for the final wicket with Mohit
Avasthi (7).

By the time, he became Mumbai's last
batter to be dismissed, he had ensured
that the total is good enough for his
bowlers to defend.

Ton for dad & celebration for
late Sidhu Moosewala: Sarfaraz

PTI ® BENGLURU

« This hundred is because of my abbu

(father), his sacrifices and holding my
hand when I could have been down and out,"
a teary-eyed Sarfaraz Khan choked in front of
scribes while dedicating his best century to
father and coach Naushad Khan. Those who fol-
low Mumbai cricket closely know how tough
Naushad is on his sons Sarfaraz and Mushir
(also in Mumbai squad), who don't have a life
beyond cricket. So is the dream India call-up
on the cards now? His eyes welled up while
answering the question after his century lifted
Mumbai to 374 against Madhya Pradesh in the
Ranji Trophy final here. "In our lives, it's about
all those little dreams that we harbour. The
dreams that we (he and his dad) have dreamt
together.

The nearly 2000 runs that I have scored in
two seasons since my Mumbai comeback is
because of my ‘abbu’," he said. When there aren't
any matches, the brothers train for good six to
seven hours per day under their father's super-
vision.

He has had disciplinary issues, has not been
the establishment's favourite child, and had to
migrate to UP for a season before coming back
and serving a cooling-off period before being
picked for Mumbai again. "Aap sab toh jaante
ho mere saath kya kya huwa. Abbu na rahte toh
main khatm ho jataa (You all know what I have
gone through and had my father not been there,

I would have been finished by
now)." "There has been so much
of struggle and when I think how
my dad dealt with all of it, I get
emotional. He didn't leave my
hand even once.

PUBLIC NOTICE

| am Mrs. Chandrakala Jha
W/O Late. Shri Shankar
Jha, R/O Village- BJP
Path, Shukla Colony,
Thana- Doranda, District-
Ranchi (Jharkhand),
declared that on
15.02.2022, when | was
returning home from
Dhurwa bus stand, a
plastic bag containing my
Original Title deed bearing
no. 13187, dated-
14.12.1988, registered in
my name fell somewhere
and despite my extensive
search and efforts, the
said document was not
found, and the information
regarding the same was
lodged with the Dhurwa
police station.

-Advocate




