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Russian troops on Friday
seized the biggest nuclear

power plant in Europe after a
middle-of-the-night attack that
set it on fire and briefly raised
worldwide fears of a catastro-
phe in the most chilling turn in
Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine
yet.

Firefighters put out the
blaze, and no radiation was
released, UN and Ukrainian
officials said, as Russian forces
pressed on with their week-old
offensive on multiple fronts and
the number of refugees fleeing
the country topped 1.2 million.

While the vast Russian
armored column threatening
Kyiv appeared stalled outside
the capital, President Vladimir
Putin’s forces have ramped up
their use of air power, launch-
ing hundreds of missiles and
artillery attacks on cities and
other sites, and made signifi-
cant gains on the ground in the
south in an apparent bid to cut
off Ukraine’s access to the sea.

In the atttack on the
Zaporizhzhia nuclear plant in
the southeastern city of
Enerhodar, the chief of the
UN’s International Atomic
Energy Agency, Rafael Mariano
Grossi, said a Russian “projec-
tile” hit a training center, not
any of its six reactors.

The attack evoked memo-
ries of the world’s worst nuclear
disaster, at Ukraine’s
Chernobyl. In an emotional

nighttime speech, Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy said he feared an
explosion that would be “the
end for everyone. The end for
Europe. The evacuation of
Europe.”

But nuclear officials from
Sweden to China said no radi-
ation spikes had been report-
ed, as did Grossi.

Authorities said that
Russian troops had taken con-
trol of the overall site but that
the plant staff continued to run
it. Only one reactor was oper-
ating, Grossi said in the after-
math of the attack.

Two people were injured in
the fire, Grossi said. Ukraine’s

state nuclear plant operator
Enerhoatom said three
Ukrainian soldiers were killed
and two wounded.

The crisis at Zaporizhzhia
unfolded after Grossi earlier in
the week expressed grave con-
cern that the fighting could
cause accidental damage to
Ukraine’s 15 nuclear reactors at
four plants around the country.

In the wake of the attack,
Zelenskyy appealed again to
the West to enforce a no-fly
zone over his country. But
NATO Secretary-General Jens
Stoltenberg ruled out that pos-
sibility, citing the risk of a
much wider war in Europe.

Continued on Page 2
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Former Australia spinner
Shane Warne, who rede-

fined the art of spin bowling to
become one of the greatest in
international cricket, has died
of a suspected heart attack in
Thailand, his management said
on Friday.

He was 52 and is survived
by two daughters and a son.
Warne’s management released
a brief statement to the
Australian media, saying that
he passed away in Koh Samui,
Thailand and the reason could
be a suspected heart attack.
Koh Samui is popular among
tourists and is the second
largest island in Thailand.

“Shane was found unre-
sponsive in his villa and despite
the best efforts of medical staff,
he could not be revived,” the
statement reported by various
media outlets here said.

“The family requests pri-
vacy at this time and will pro-
vide further details in due
course.”

An iconic name in inter-
national cricket, Warne, since
making his debut in 1992,
played 145 Tests for Australia,
picking up 708 wickets with his
leg-spin. In his 194 ODI
appearances, Warne snared
293 scalps.

He immortalised himself
with the “ball of the century”
in 1993 when as a 24-year-old,
he deceived Mike Gatting at
Old Trafford with a delivery
that landed on the leg stump
and, as the Englishman tried to
defend, turned viciously to clip
his off bail.

Continued on Page 2
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Giving a ray of hope to
Ukraine-returned medical

students, the Union Health
Ministry and the National
Medical Commission are
exploring the possibility of
relaxing provisions of the NMC
(Foreign Medical Graduate
Licentiate) Regulations, 2021,
or finding alternatives to enable
them to complete their cours-
es in private colleges in India or
abroad.

The Indian students fleeing
the war-torn country are facing
a huge dilemma regarding their
future.

A senior official from the
Union Health Ministry said
that officials from NMC,
Health Ministry, MEA, and
NITI Aayog will soon hold

important meetings and the
issue will be reviewed on
humanitarian grounds and
looked at sympathetically.
Though, it will not be an easy
affair given the limited seats
and infrastructure in India.
According to the official, the
situation can be more confus-
ing for fifth or final-year MBBS
students as they require clini-
cal training.

As per the provisions of the
National Medical Commission
(Foreign Medical Graduate
Licentiate) Regulations, 2021,
the entire course, training and
internship, or clerkship shall be
done outside India in the same
foreign medical institution
throughout the course of study.

The provisions also state

that no part of medical train-
ing and internship shall be
done in India or in any coun-
try other than the one from
where the primary medical
qualification is obtained.

An official source said
presently there are no norms
under the National Medical
Commission Regulations to
accommodate medical stu-
dents, who were studying
abroad and had to return to
India midway, in Indian med-
ical colleges in between an
academic session.

“However, keeping in view
such extraordinary situations,
the issue will be reviewed on
humanitarian grounds and
looked at sympathetically,” the
source said.
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This Holy City of Varanasi
witnessed yet another

impressive three-kilometre
long roadshow of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
through the byzantine lanes of
his Parliamentary constituen-
cy on Friday. 

The massive roadshow
took more than three hours
with an ocean of people
thronging the sidewalks
throughout the route. More
than 10,000 security personnel
supervised by over 50 IPS offi-
cers had a harried time keep-
ing frantic fans of the Prime
Minister from coming close for
a closer look and even selfies.

Going into the complex
seventh phase of Assembly
poll in this eastern region, the
somewhat perplexed BJP is

pinning its hopes on Modi’s
massive roadshow on Friday to
tilt the political scale in its
favour. 

Voting will be held in 54
seats across nine districts of the
region in the seventh and last
phase of Assembly elections on
March 7. In the 2017 Assembly

polls, the BJP and its ally Apna
Dal had romped home in 36 of
these constituencies.  

Since 2014, Modi has been
taking out such roadshows in
his Parliamentary constituen-
cy to send home the message
that he cares the electorate . 

Continued on Page 2
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Mau: Samajwadi Party presi-
dent Akhilesh Yadav on Friday
said the Uttar Pradesh
Assembly polls are not just to
elect the Government of the
State but also to save the
Constitution and democracy of
India.

Addressing a rally in Mau
for candidates of the Samajwadi
Party (SP) and alliance partner
Suheldev Bhartiya Samaj Party
(SBSP), Yadav said the ongoing
state polls are the “biggest elec-
tions” yet in the country.

Yadav also said the BJP’s
“frustration of losing the polls”
is visible in their actions and
language, and cited the exam-
ple of attack on SP leader
Swamy Prasad Maurya and
insult to SBSP chief Om
Prakash Rajbhar.  

“Has not the language and
behaviour of the people, who
have become worried now,

changed? You can see defeat on
their faces now. They are not just
frustrated but have started insult-
ing SP leaders because they have
realised the people are not with
the BJP now,” he claimed. 

Yadav claimed the spirit of
the people of Mau indicates
that no rival party candidates
will win on any assembly seats
in the region. “The votes for the
sixth phase have been caste, the
seventh phase voting is coming
up and I have come here to seek
your support. 

Continued on Page 2
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At least 14 people were killed
and five suffered serious

injuries in a massive explosion
that took place inside a house
where the residents were
allegedly involved in illegal
firecracker manufacturing
business.

According to reports, 10-15
people are still feared trapped
under the debris of the build-
ing that was turned into rubble
due to the impact of the explo-
sion.

The five injured are under-
going treatment at JLN
Hospital, Mayaganj. Earlier,
the hospital had declared four
other injured as dead on arrival.

The incident took place in
a building adjacent to an
orphanage in the Kajbalichak

area of Bhagalpur district, less
than 100 metres from the local
police station. The explosion
also impacted two-three
adjoining houses which were
also damaged due to the blast.

Bhagalpur District
Magistrate Subrat Kumar Sen
said the blast took place inside
the house of Mahendra Mandal
in Kajbalichak locality of the
town in the early hours.

The house of Mandal
besides two adjoining buildings
were reduced to rubble by the
impact of the explosion, the
sound of which was heard far
and wide, said the DM.

He said earth moving
equipment was brought in to
clear the debris.

Teams of bomb disposal
squad and forensic experts
were collecting samples to
ascertain the type of explosive
material that caused the blast,
the official said.

Continued on Page 2
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Asuicide bomber blew him-
self up inside a crowded

Shia mosque during the Friday
congregation here in northwest
Pakistan, killing at least 56
people and wounding nearly
200 others, in one of the dead-
liest attacks in the restive
province, bordering
Afghanistan.

The blast occurred at an
Imambargah located near the
Qissa Khwani Bazaar area of
Peshawar when the worship-
pers were offering Friday
prayers.

No group immediately
claimed responsibility for the
blast in Peshawar, the provin-
cial capital of Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa which borders
Afghanistan. However, the ISIS
and sectarian militant groups
have claimed responsibility for
the deadly attacks targeting
Shias in the past.

Detailed report on P8
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The Supreme Court on
Friday expressed shock at

the order passed by the Punjab
and Haryana High Court
granting protection from arrest
of former Punjab DGP
Sumedh Singh Saini in cases
pending against him or likely
to be registered against him in
the future. 

The Bench headed by
Chief Justice of India NV
Ramana said that the order was
unprecedented and sought to
know how protection can be
granted for future cases which
have not even been registered.

“This is unprecedented
order. How can a future course
of action be stayed? It is shock-
ing and three of us (judges) feel
that it is unprecedented. This
will require a hearing,” the
court said. 

The court went so far as to

say that it will request the
Chief Justice of the High Court
to reassign the matter to anoth-
er judge and not the one who
passed the interim order. 

“We will request the High
Court to dispose of the petition
by another judge and not the
same judge within 2 weeks. We
request the Chief Justice to take
it up himself or by any other
judge and we will keep this
matter pending in theSupreme
Court,” CJI Ramana said.

Continued on Page 2
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In keeping with its stand on
the Russia-Ukraine conflict,

India on Friday abstained from
vote in the UN Human Rights
Council that decided to set up
an independent international
commission of enquiry to look
into the cases of human right
violations arising out of Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine.

India had already abstained
on two resolutions on Ukraine
in the 15-nation Security
Council and one in the 193-
member General Assembly in
the last one week. 

The 47-member council
voted on a draft resolution on
the situation of human rights in
Ukraine. The resolution was
adopted with 32 votes in favour,
two against (Russia and Eritrea)
and 13 abstentions, including
India, China, Pakistan, Sudan
and Venezuela.

“The UNHRC has decided
to urgently establish an inde-
pendent international com-
mission of inquiry as a result of
Russia’s aggression against
Ukraine,” the council tweeted.

The UNGA this week over-
whelmingly voted to condemn
Russian aggression and
demanded that Moscow “com-
pletely and unconditionally”
withdraw all of its military
forces from the territory of
Ukraine. India abstained on the
resolution, which received 141
votes in favour, five against and
a total of 35 abstentions.
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An Indian student was shot
multiple times while trying

to escape from the war-torn
Kyiv, the capital city of Ukraine.
Identified as Harjot Singh, the
youth is now recuperating in a
hospital in Kyiv.   A 21-year-old
medical student Naveen
Shakarappa from Karnataka
was killed three days back in
Kharkiv during shelling.  He
was the first Indian casualty of
the war.

Harjot, hailing from New
Delhi, was injured, Union
Minister VK Singh said on
Friday.  He was trying to leave
the capital when he was shot at,
the Minister said in Poland.
Singh told news agency ANI
that he got assurances from the
Indian Embassy every day but
no help came through. “I have
been trying to get in touch with
them, every day they say we
will do something but no help
yet,” Singh said.

Ministry of External
Affairs Spokesperson Arindam
Bagchi said here on Friday the
Indian Embassy is trying to
reach out to Harjot and will
bear the entire medical
expense. “We are trying to
ascertain his medical status...
Our embassy is trying to get an
update on his health
status...trying to reach out but
facing trouble as it’s a conflict

zone,” he said.
As regards the evacuation

efforts, Bagchi said it was dif-
ficult without a ceasefire and
urged all the parties concerned
— Ukraine and Russia — to
have a local ceasefire to enable
India to bring out its students.

The Government was
focussing on eastern Ukraine,
including Kharkiv and Sumy,
and managed to operationalise

five buses and more buses
were likely to be deployed by
evening, he said, adding near-
ly 700 Indians were in Sumy
and 300 in Kharkiv besides
900-1,000 in Pisochin. He also
said India had requested
Ukraine for special trains and
was yet to hear from them.

On reports regarding
Indians held hostage, Bagchi
said, “We are reiterating that we

are not aware of any Indian
being held hostage. They are
facing difficulty due to securi-
ty reasons particularly in
Kharkiv, but no hostage situa-
tion.”

Meanwhile, narrating the
harrowing experience, Harjot
told a private television chan-
nel he was shot multiple times
while trying to escape from
Kyiv in a cab last week and suf-
fered a fractured leg. He lay on
the road, wounded, for hours
until an ambulance took him to
hospital.

Harjot said he was not
allowed to board a train at the
Kyiv station, so he and his
friends hired a cab to Lviv, one
of the cities spared the worst of
the Russian invasion till now.
They were on their way out of
Kyiv when “many people” start-
ed shooting at their cab.

“A bullet entered from my
shoulder. They took out a bul-
let from my chest...my leg was
fractured. There was a bullet in
one knee,” Harjot said.

“I wanted some facility to
take me to Lviv. But no one has
contacted me. Only NDTV
reached out to me. Now the
whole world will know the real-
ity of what is happening,” he
remarked.

Harjot said he was shot on
Sunday night and has since
been in the hospital, 20 minutes
from the Indian Embassy.

Continued on Page 2
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From Page 1
"I contacted the Embassy

people and asked if they can
provide the facility to take me
to Lviv. They kept asking me
questions. 

I had to repeat my story
several times. I can't walk. I
told them I can come out of
the hospital, but they have to
give me the facilities, they
should take me to Lviv. But all
I get is fake comments," he
said.

Meanwhile, the IAF has
kept two IL-76 military trans-
port aircraft on standby to
evacuate Indians who are
stranded in conflict-hit east-
ern Ukrainian cities like Sumy
and Kharkiv from Russian
capital Moscow.

Till now, India has been
evacuating its citizens from
Ukraine's western neighbours
such as Romania, Slovakia,
Poland and Hungary as the
Ukrainian airspace has
remained shut since February
24. 

On Thursday, Bagchi had
said around 1,000 Indians
reached Pisochyn from
Kharkiv following the urgent
advisory issued by the Indian
embassy in Ukraine on
Wednesday.

"We estimate that a few
hundred people still remain in
Kharkiv despite our advisory,"
Bagchi said, adding that
unfortunately there has been
a fresh outbreak of violence in
the city on Thursday.

From Page 1
The 10 bodies recovered

from the blast site so far were
disfigured beyond identifica-
tion and the administration
was yet to confirm the identi-
ties of the victims.

Mandal has been previ-
ously involved in illegal man-
ufacture of firecrackers, and a
similar explosion at his house
in 2008 had killed three people,
including his wife, the DM said.

Expressing anguish at the
loss of lives in the Bhagalpur
blast, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday said the admin-

istration is engaged in relief and
rescue work, and all possible
assistance is being provided to
the injured.In a tweet, Modi
said he had spoken to Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar regard-
ing the incident, and wished the
injured a speedy recovery.

The local police and rescue
officials reached the spot after
the incident and succeeded in
extricating nine persons in
injured debris caused due to the
explosion. The injured victims
are being provided due medical
attention to save them, officials
said, adding, the police are also
investigating the incident to
ascertain the exact cause of the
blast. 
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From Page 1
But on Friday, the impres-

sive roadshow took a totally
different route and the high-
profile motorcade meandered
through narrow lanes amidst
huge number of frenzied sup-
porters carrying the tricolour
and saffron flags and chanting
slogans. 

Such a tumultuous gather-
ing on a non-religious occasion
in the millennia old city has
been rare and slogans like "Har
Har Mahadev", "Modi Modi",
"Yogi Yogi" rented the air as the
moving columns crawled
through.

The roadshow started with
Modi garlanding the statue of
Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel at
Maldahiya crossing and
responding to the sea of sup-
porters in his own inimitable
way by waving his left hand. It
was the same place from where
Modi had started his nomina-
tion procession in 2014 Lok
Sabha election.

A heavy congregation of
people on both sides of the
roads was seen during all along
the route of the motorcade as
it meandered through con-
gested areas of Lahurabir,

Kabirchaura, Maidagin,
Nichibagh and Chowk. 

After reaching Kashi
Vishwanath Corridor, which
was inaugurated by the Prime
Minister a few months ago and
the BJP symbolised it same as
one of the poll issues in the
Assembly elections, Modi
offered prayers at the temple. 

Later, his motorcade passed
through Godowlia, Assi and
Lanka and culminated after
garlanding the statue of Pt
Madan Mohan Malviya near
Main Gate of Banaras Hindu
University (BHU).  

In 2017 too, Modi had
undertaken a roadshow to
Dashaswamedh ghat where he
watch the Ganga-Aarti.

For the roadshow covering
all three urban 

Assembly constituencies,
the BJP had made a large-scale
arrangements as artistes from
various regions were seen pre-
senting folk songs and dance at
different places amidst "dhun"
of shehnai, shankhs and dham-
rus and showering of petals
from rooftops on both sides.

Right after Friday midday,
the city wore a 

festive attire as thousands
of frenzied people converged
on the sidewalks throughout
the stretch from Maldahiya to
Kashi Vishwanath Corridor
and the main markets on the
route were decorated with
flowers and flooded with BJP
flags, banner and posters.
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I am hopeful you will ensure
victory of SP, and alliance SBSP
candidates from whichever seat
they are contesting on,” he
said. “This election is going to
be the country's biggest elec-
tion. It's not only to elect the
government in UP but also to
save the Constitution of India,
democracy of India. The peo-
ple of BJP have lied to public
and this election is to remove
such liars from Uttar Pradesh,”
Yadav said.

The former UP Chief
Minister also accused the BJP
and its leaders of spreading lies
as he shared the stage with
alliance candidates, including
jailed don-turned-politician
Mukhtar Ansari's son Abbas
Ansari.  “The people of BJP are
amazing.

They touch the water of moth-
er Ganga, take a holy dip in it yet
continue to speak lies. The BJP
claims to be the biggest political
party in the world but no other
party in the world speaks as
much lie as the BJP does, its peo-

ple do,” Yadav said. “There is no
national–level leader of the BJP
who has not come to UP for poll
campaign. If you listen to their
speeches, the small politician
speaks small lies, the big politi-
cian speaks bigger lies and the
biggest leader speaks the biggest
lies,” he added.Claiming that the
BJP has made no provision for
free ration to the poor from
March, he said if the SP forms
government in the State free
ration would be provided to the
poor for full five years. “Besides
the ration, we will also provide
one litre mustard oil, one kg milk
power, one kg ghee to the poor
and sugar,” Yadav said.He said
the farmers' income has not
doubled as promised, they are
not getting fertilisers and urea,
inflation has hit the people and
prices of petrol and diesel have
also hit the sky. “The inflation
has increased so much that
even the size of Parle-G biscuit
has shrunk,” Yadav said.He
claimed that if the BJP returns
to power, petrol and diesel will
cost Rs 200 per litre. He said if
the SP forms the government in
UP, 300 units of electricity would
be made free to everyone and
farmers will not have to pay bills
for power used for irrigation.He
also announced welfare mea-

sures for the weaver communi-
ty in the region in order to revive
their work and said if his party
forms government, it will pro-
vide them with 24-hour elec-
tricity at flat rate.“If needed, we
will make allocations in state
budget to hold exhibitions and
marketing programmes for the
weavers. 'Bunkar Bazaars' for
weavers would be set up along
the Purvanchal Expressway,” he
said. “Additionally, markets
would be set up along the
Purvanchal Expressway to
ensure produce of farmers are
procured at MSP,” he added. He
said Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath was talking about
“cooling down us” but the com-
ing together of cycle and walk-
ing stick (poll symbols of SP,
SBSP) have now “cooled him
down instead”.He said, “Mujhe
lagta hai Mau ke logon ne tay-
yari kar li hai bhaap nikaalne
ki.”He hit out at the BJP over the
issue of unemployment in the
State and said if the SP comes to
power then recruitments on
the 11 lakh vacant government
posts will be done expeditious-
ly. Mau goes to polls during the
seventh and last phase of Uttar
Pradesh polls on March 7. The
election results will be declared
on March 10. 
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Mumbai: The Central Bureau
of Investigation has arrested a
Nagpur-based Chartered
Accountant and a Joint
Commissioner, Central Goods
and Services Tax (CGST) in an
alleged bribery case.

Identifying the arrested
persons as Hemant Rajandekar,
Chartered Accountant and
Mukul Patil, Joint
Commissioner, CGST, Nagpur-
2, the CBI said on Friday that
it had laid a trap and caught the
accused while demanding &
accepting the negotiated bribe
amount of Rs. 4 lakh from the
complainant.

Based on a complaint, the
CBI registered a case against
the chartered Accountant alleg-
ing a demand of a bribe of Rs.
4. 5 lakh as motive to induce
the Joint Commissioner, CGST,
Nagpur-2 and for showing
favour in service tax 
matters. PNS
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He said the only way to

implement a no-fly zone would
be to send NATO planes to
enforce it by shooting down
Russian planes.

“We understand the des-
peration, but we also believe
that if we did that, we would
end up with something that
could end in a full-fledged
war in Europe,” Stoltenberg
said.

The UN Security Council
scheduled an emergency meet-
ing on Friday on the nuclear
plant attack.

The fire came as the
Russians pressed on with their
offensive in the southern part
of the country. Severing
Ukraine’s access to the Black
Sea and the Sea of Azov in the
south would deal a severe blow
to Ukraine’s economy and
could worsen an already dire
humanitarian situation.

A round of talks between
Russia and Ukraine yielded a
tentative agreement Thursday

to set up safe corridors to
evacuate citizens  and deliver
food and medicine. But the
necessary details still had to be
worked out.

The plant fire was the sec-
ond time since the invasion
began that concerns about a
potential nuclear accident
arose, following a battle at the
heavily contaminated site of the
n o w - d e c o m m i s s i o n e d
Chernobyl plant.

Facing worldwide indig-
nation, Russia sought to deflect
blame. Without producing evi-
dence, Defense Ministry
spokesman Igor Konashenkov
claimed Ukrainian “sabotage
group” had set fire to the build-
ing at Zaporozhizhia.

In the latest show of inter-
national opposition to the inva-
sion, the UN’s top human
rights body voted 32-2 to set up
a panel of experts to monitor
human rights in Ukraine. Only
Russia and Eritrea opposed it.

Frequent shelling could be
heard in the center of the cap-
ital Kyiv Friday, although more
distant than in recent days, with
loud thudding every 10 min-
utes resonating over the

rooftops.
Ukrainian presidential

adviser Oleksiy Arestovich said
battles involving airstrikes and
artillery continued northwest of
Kyiv, and the northeastern
cities of Kharkiv and Okhtyrka
came under heavy strikes.

He said Ukrainian forces
were still holding the northern
city of Chernihiv, and had pre-
vented Russian efforts to take
the important southern city of
Mykolaiv. Ukrainian artillery
defended Odesa from repeated
attempts by Russian ships to
fire on the major Black Sea
port, Arestovic said.

The Ukrainian Navy scut-
tled its flagship at the shipyard
where it was undergoing
repairs to keep the frigate from
being seized by the Russians,
Ukraine’s defense minister said.
“It is hard to imagine a more
difficult decision for a coura-
geous soldier and crew,” Oleksii
Reznikov said.

Another strategic port,
Mariupol on the Azov Sea, was
“partially under siege,” and
Ukrainian forces were pushing
back efforts to surround the
city, Arestovich said.
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Gatting was left in disbelief

by the big leg break, a craft that
was dying before Warne
revived it with his guile.

He was the second highest
wicket taker in Test history and
only Sri Lanka off-spinner
Muttiah Muralitharan has
more wickets than him with
800.

In 2007, Cricket Australia
and Sri Lanka Cricket named
the Test series between the two
sides the Warne–Muralitharan
Trophy in the duo’s honour.

Warne, who made his Test
debut against India at the icon-
ic Sydney Cricket Ground, was
named as one of Wisden’s Five
Cricketers of the Century for
his unparalleled achievements
in a 15-year career between
1992 and 2007. 

In 2013, the year he retired
from the game completely, he
was inducted into the ICC

Hall of Fame. His internation-
al retirement happened much
before that in 2007.

Warne helped Australia
win the World Cup in 1999 and
took more wickets than any
other bowler in Ashes cricket,
the tally standing at 195.

After retiring, Warne
added to his legend by dou-
bling up as captain and coach
of IPL team Rajasthan Royals
and guiding them to a remark-
able title triumph in the event’s
inaugural edition. 

A flamboyant personality
both on and off the field,
Warne also found success as a
commentator and was consid-
ered among the sharpest ana-
lysts of the game.

He was immensely popular
in India and his connection
with the country went back to
his debut when Ravi Shastri
became his first Test 
wicket.

Warne’s vivacious persona
made him a fan favourite across
the cricketing world but also
often landed him in trouble. 

In 1998, he and Mark
Waugh coped a fine from
Cricket Australia for accepting
money from a bookmaker for
sharing information on pitch
and weather conditions.

Before the 2003 World Cup
in South Africa, he tested pos-
itive for a banned diuretic,
which he claimed, was given to
him by his mother for weight
loss. He subsequently coped a
suspension for the failed dope
test.He was dismissive of the
idea of coaching in cricket and
always advocated for man
managers instead.

Warne has passed away
on a day when Australian
cricket is in mourning after the
death of wicket-keeping legend
Rod Marsh.
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Advocate General

Deepinder Singh Patwalia
appeared for the State of
Punjab,while Senior Advocate
Mukul Rohatgi represented
Saini. 

Single-judge of the High
Court Justice Arvind Singh
Sangwan had on Thursday
ordered that Saini should not
be arrested till April 20 in var-
ious cases pending against him
except one -- the murder of
Balwant Singh Multani-- since
that matter is pending before
the Supreme Court. Besides
Multani murder, Saini also
faces a trial before a Special CBI
Court in Delhi for the alleged
abduction of automobile busi-
nessman Vinod Kumar, his
brother-in-law Ashok Kumar
and their driver Mukhtiyar
Singh.
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New Delhi: The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has arrested
promoter of Chennai-based
Coastal Energy Private Limited,
Ahmed AR Buhari, on money
laundering charges for generat-
ing “proceeds of crime” to the
tune of Rs 564.49 crore through
overvaluation of coal prices sold
to public sector undertakings. 

The ED had initiated
money laundering investiga-
tion on the basis of an FIR reg-
istered by the CBI, New Delhi
against Buhari and other
unknown officials of PSUs
under various Sections of the
Indian Penal Code and relevant
provisions of the Prevention of
Corruption Act.The investi-
gation in the matter was also
conducted by the Directorate of
Revenue Intelligence (DRI)
and a show cause notice to the
party has been issued. PNS
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The Centre on Friday
opposed before the Delhi

High Court the full re-opening
of the Nizamuddin Markaz,
where the Tablighi Jamaat con-
gregation was held in March
2020 amid Covid-19 pandem-
ic and has remained shut since
then, stating that a few people
may be allowed to offer prayers
on the upcoming religious
occasions.

Government counsel Rajat
Nair told Justice Manoj Kumar
Ohri, who was hearing a plea
by the Delhi Waqf Board to
open the mosque in view of
Shab-e-Barat and Ramzan in

March and April, that the
mosque is a case property and
the petitioner board has no
locus to seek its re-opening.

Nair said that on earlier
occasions, a concession was
given to allow a few people to
offer prayers subject to condi-
tions and there was no objec-
tion with respect to such
arrangement this time as well.
The counsel appearing for the
petitioner said that the mosque,
which is under the lock of
Delhi Police, should be opened
as the Delhi Disaster
Management Authority has
now lifted all restrictions that
were imposed on account of
the pandemic.

The judge listed the case
for hearing next week and
asked the petitioner to bring
the DDMA order on record.

Several FIRs were regis-

tered under the Epidemic
Diseases Act, the Disaster
Management Act, Foreigners
Act and various provisions of the
penal code in connection with
the Tablighi Jamaat event held at
the Nizamuddin Markaz and the
subsequent stay of foreigners
there during the COVID-19
lockdown last year. In its appli-
cation filed through advocate
Waqeeh Shafiq, the petitioner
has said that last year during
these two occasions -- Shab-e-
Barat and Ramzan, the high
court had permitted prayers in
the mosque. 

On April 15, 2021, the court
had allowed 50 people to offer
namaz five times a day at
Nizamuddin Markaz during
Ramzan, saying there is no
direction in the DDMA notifi-
cation to close down places of
worship. 
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Adedicated skywalk, con-
structed by DMRC in col-

laboration with Northern
Railway, for providing seamless
connectivity between the
Ajmeri Gate side of the New
Delhi Railway station and the
adjacent New Delhi Metro sta-
tions on Yellow Line and
Airport Express Line will be
opened for passenger use on
Saturday.

This newly constructed
Skywalk is an extension of the
foot over bridge (FOB) inside
the railway station and con-
nects the Ajmeri Gate Side of
the station with the New Delhi
Metro station as well as the
multilevel parking across
Bhavbhuti Marg through mul-
tiple entry and exit points. The
242 meters long skywalk will
provide seamless connectivity
between one of the busiest

hubs of New Delhi Railway sta-
tion and Metro stations of
New Delhi on Yellow Line
and Airport Express Line.
Apart from providing seamless
connectivity, the skywalk will
also help in streamlining the
traffic flow on Ajmeri Gate side
of the railway station.“The
construction of this unique

skywalk in a hub witnessing
significant traffic was a major
engineering challenge includ-
ing the disruptions posed due
to COVID-19 pandemic. The
Skywalk has been provided
with escalators along with
facilities such as CCTV sur-
veillance cameras etc,” a senior
DMRC official said. 
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In order to create awareness
and to encourage waste seg-

regation, home composting,
use of cloth bags for shopping
and use of recycled products,
South Delhi Municipal
Corporation (SDMC) inaugu-

rated an Eco Mitra Park in
Sarita Vihar on Friday. The
park has been developed at
zero cost to SDMC. On the
occasion, local area councilor
Neetu Chaudhary, Assistant
Commissioner Madhukant and
senior officials from SDMC
were present. A senior SDMC

official said that in Najafgarh
Zone’s Sadh Nagar, Om Vihar,
Manglapuri, Chhawla
Extension, Kapashera, Durga
Park and Shivpuri, massive
awareness cum sensitization
programmes were organized
with focus on segregation of
waste at source, cleanliness of
public places, say no to single
use plastic etc. A similar cam-
paign was also organized in
Mahavir Enclave Market where
shopkeepers were asked not to
use plastic at their shops. In
West Zone’s Vishnu Garden, a
special programme was orga-
nized to segregate wet and dry
waste at source level and com-
plete ban on use of single use
plastic, the official said.
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Delhi Traffic Police has
towed more than 39,000

vehicles in last three months
since it introduced a new sys-
tem of sharing information
about pit locations with vehi-
cle owners via SMS in the
national Capital. According to
data, 39,155 vehicles were
towed away by the Delhi Traffic
Police from December 1,2021
to February 28, 2022. Out of
total vehicles towed away, there
were 18,987 two-wheelers,
13,730 private cars, 4,175 three-
wheelers, and 1,279 commer-
cial cars and vans, the data
showed. The analysis of the
data showed that 838 large

goods vehicle (LGV), 69 Heavy
Transport Vehicle (HTV), 42
Medium goods vehicle (MGV),
13 buses and six other catego-
ry vehicles were also towed
away Soon, the Delhi Traffic
Police will also start sending
SMS alerts about the chowks
where the towed vehicles are
taken first before being deposit-
ed at the pits.

Earlier, when vehicles were
towed away, people would file
a missing complaint or lodge a
complaint about vehicle theft,
said Suman Nalwa, the
spokesperson of Delhi Police.
"In this new system, our traf-
fic department sends a message
immediately to registered
mobile number of the towed

vehicle owner informing that
his/her vehicle is at this par-
ticular pit in Delhi so that they
can pay their challans and get
their vehicles back without any
difficulty,"she said.

S K Singh, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police, Traffic
(Modernisation) said that most
of the owners of towed vehicles
earlier used to file lost reports
and now, with this new system,
they immediately get a notice
and can take their vehicle from
Traffic circles. "We are also in
process of sending current
locations. Right now, we are
sending only pit locations.
There are 21 pits all around
Delhi where vehicles are
parked," he said.
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Delhi Police has arrested a
29-year-old civil defence

volunteer and an event man-
ager in a car robbery case in
southwest Delhi's Vasant Kunj
area. The accused were iden-
tified as Sachin and Mausam
alias Manoj (27), both resi-
dents of Rangpuri. 

Police said that Mausam
works as an event organiser,
while Sachin is a Delhi Civil
Defence volunteer and also
works as an event organiser.
According to Gaurav Sharma,
the Deputy Commissioner of
Police (DCP), Southwest dis-
trict, the two were arrested on

Wednesday on the basis of a
specific inputs received by the
police team and the car was
recovered from their posses-
sion. “Earlier, a case was reg-
istered on Sunday at Vasant
Kunj North police station on
the complaint of Dharmendar
Kumar, a driver. 

The accused hired his cab
for Munirka from Rangpuri in
Vasant Kunj,” said the DCP.
“The suspects, who posed as
passengers, robbed him of his
car using a toy gun, and fled
the scene.  Apart from the car,
one bike and one mobile phone
were recovered from the pos-
session of the accused,” said the
DCP adding that further inves-
tigation is going on. 
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Delhi Police has arrested three
people while a juvenile has

been apprehended for allegedly
stabbing two brothers following
an argument in Delhi's
Mangolpuri area. The accused
has been identified as Danish,
Kasif, Fardeen, who works in the
auto-market at Mangolpuri area.

According to Sameer
Sharma, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police (DCP),
Outer district, on Thursday,
information was received at
Mangolpuri police station regard-
ing a stabbing incident at Y-Block
auto market in the area.

“Police rushed to the spot
and found that the injured, Sunny
and Bharat, who are brothers and
residents of Sultanpuri, had
already been taken to the Sanjay
Gandhi Hospital,” said the

DCP.“During initial investiga-
tion, it was revealed that both the
victims and the accused, Danish,
Kasif, Fardeen and a juvenile --
worked in the auto market. There
was a heated argument between
the two sides and when Sunny
and Bharat were going home after
closing their shop, the accused
attacked them with a knife and
screwdrivers,” said the DCP.

“The victims sustained stab
injuries. A case under sections
307 (attempt to murder) and 34
(common intention) of the
Indian Penal Code was registered
on the basis of Bharat's statement
and an investigation taken up,”
said the DCP.

Danish, Kasif and Fardeen
have been arrested and the juve-
nile has been apprehended.
Efforts are being made to recov-
er the weapons used in the crime,
the police said.
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Aman was arrested in
Gurugram for the double

murder of his live-in partner
and her husband. Police said on
Friday that, his paramour was
also involved in the conspiracy
of her husband's murder. The
accused, Surender alias
Dudhiya was arrested on Friday
from Sector-43 in Gurugram
with the help of technical sur-
veillance and CCTV footage of
the area where the two resided.
Surender, a resident of Mandela
Kalan in Delhi was in a rela-
tionship with 44-year-old
Kamla Devi, a widow, who
was living with her son in
Kanhai Village of Gurugram in
a rented accommodation. 

Kamla Devi's son stated in
his police complaint that
Surender was in a live-in rela-
tionship with her for the last
three years after his father had
gone missing. The accused dis-
closed before the police that he

had developed a relationship
with the Kamla Devi, in 2014 in
Delhi and her husband Mahesh
came to know about their illic-
it relationship. 

"Kamla Devi and Surender
hatched a conspiracy and
Surender killed Mahesh in 2018
and threw his body in a canal
in Delhi. Thereafter, the woman
had filed a missing complaint
for her husband in Delhi. They
later shifted to Gurugram and
were residing together,"
Subhash Boken, spokesperson
of the Gurugram Police
said.The accused revealed that
he was an addict and was job-
less too. Due to this there was
a dispute between them and on
March 1 he smothered her to
death and fled the spot.
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Citing a report from the Forest Research
Institute (FRI), Environment Minister

Gopal Rai said on Friday that 75 per cent to
80 per cent of the saplings planted in the
national Capital between 2016-2019 have sur-
vived.  

The Delhi Government has planted 32
lakh saplings and shrubs in the financial year
2021-22, which are more than the target of 31
lakh set by the Centre.

Rai said, “The Delhi administration has
left no stone unturned in the fight against pol-
lution in the city. Right from emergency mea-
sures to long-term solutions, the Government
has used both approaches.”

“In 2016-17, we set a goal of planting 10
lakh saplings, but we ended up planting 24
lakh saplings to improve our green cover. We
were assigned a target of 10 lakh saplings again
in 2017-18, and we planted 19 lakh trees. 

In 2018-19, we set a new goal of 10 lakh
saplings, which we exceeded by planting 19
lakh saplings. In 2019-20, a target of 10 lakh
saplings was set, and we planted 28 lakh trees
within Delhi. 

We planted 32 lakh seedlings in 2020-21,
achieving the target of planting15 lakh plants.
We set a goal of planting three million
saplings in 2021-22, and as of today, we have
planted more than 32 lakh saplings within
Delhi,” he said. 

Rai said that the Government has also
decided to conduct soil testing before the
annual plantation exercises to increase the

sapling survival rate. Based on the third-party
audit conducted by the FRI, it was earlier
reported that the survival rate of saplings
planted in Delhi between 2016-2019 was
between 50 per cent and 75 per cent.

According to officials, a survival rate of 40-
50 per cent is considered average, 50-70 per
cent is good, 70-80 per cent is very good, and
80-90 per cent is considered excellent.

A sapling survival rate of 80.21 per cent
was recorded in the North forest division
between 2016 and 2019. It was recorded
between 78.50 per cent and 75.68 per cent in
the West division and between 72.60 per cent
and 81.33 per cent in the South division dur-
ing the same period.

The Forest Department and the Delhi
Development Authority plant the maximum
number of saplings and shrubs of the 18
greening agencies involved in the yearly
plantation drives.
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Furious over the new liquor
excise policy, the Delhi

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
conducted a referendum drive
at various places across the city
on Friday and slammed the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP),
alleging that the liquor policy
was the biggest threat to
women and youth in the
national Capital.

Led by senior leaders, the
BJP conducted referendums at
1,120 places across the city.
Hitting out at the AAP-led
Delhi Government, the BJP
national vice-president and
Delhi incharge, Baijayant Jay
Panda said, that the excise pol-
icy of the AAP Government

was the biggest threat to
women and youth of Delhi. “In
his past seven years neither did
his Government give any
employment nor did it fulfil
any of the promises,” claimed
Panda.“About 99 per cent of
Delhiites believe that the new
‘Sharab Niti’ is actually a
‘Kharab Niti’ under the guise of
which in the name of aug-
menting revenue, he is actual-
ly filling up his own pockets
and playing with the future of
the youth and women,” said
Adesh Gupta, State president,
BJP. Gupta alleged that the
AAP Government does not
care about the law and they
mislead the courts.“Instead of
fulfilling their promise to start
500 new schools, colleges etc.
the AAP Government has actu-
ally done job of giving contracts
to liquor mafia which raises a
big question mark on the future
of youngsters and the security
of women,” Gupta alleged.
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With the aim to prepare
well-trained and highly

qualified teachers of the new
era, Delhi's Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia on
Friday inaugurated the Delhi
Teachers University in the
national Capital.

Delhi Teachers University
will offer programmes such as
BA-B.ed and BSc-B.ed and
focus on fundamental and
applied research in education.
The campus is located in
Outram Lane in Mukherjee
Nagar area of the city.

“Delhi Teachers University
is one of Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal’s dreams for improv-
ing education in Delhi. Our
vision is to make it the best
university in the country and
the world. This university will
set even better standards than
other premier institutions of
the country like the IITs and
IIMs,” said Sisodia, who is also

the Education Minister of
Delhi. “The varsity will emerge
as a brand in the field of
teacher education and set new
standards in the world. It will
offer a new age integrated
teacher education programme
after class 12 and will also
emphasise on fundamental and
applied research in education
by collaborating with national
and international organisa-
tions,” said Sisodia.

“The varsity will also
ensure that trainees spend 30 to
50 per cent of their time in
schools and get hands-on
learning experience from very
first month of their course.
Along with this, a unique cell
will also be set up in Delhi

Teachers University which will
visit schools of Delhi and moti-
vate students to opt for the
teaching profession,” said
Sisodia. On this occasion Vice-
Chancellor of Delhi Teachers
University, Professor
Dhananjay Joshi said that today
every child dreams of becom-
ing a doctor or an engineer but
never talks about opting for
teaching profession. “It is most-
ly last career option, but
through Delhi Teachers
University we will work to
change this mindset. Teachers
are nation builders. To prepare
a better and developed India,
we will motivate each and
every child to become a
teacher,” said Joshi.
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Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia on Friday

honoured 17 lecturers who
have done excellent work in
colleges and State universities
funded by the Delhi
Government.

On this occasion, Sisodia
said that teachers are the
biggest contributor to nation
building. “Our teachers impact
millions of lives with their
work. The faculties of our col-
leges have been instrumental in
building a knowledge-based
society in Delhi, so it is our
duty to honour them. The
vision of the Kejriwal
Government is to change the
country through education and
our teachers are contributing in
this direction by leading the
movement, standing on the
forefront,” he said. The objec-
tive of this scheme is to
acknowledge the brilliant con-
tribution of college lecturers
who are building a society

where excellence in education
is valued through higher edu-
cation in Delhi. The purpose of
this award is not only to reward
and publicly recognise the best
performing lecturers, but also
to motivate them to perform
even better in the future.

A senior Government offi-
cial said that the selection of
lecturers for this award is done
on the basis of student feed-
back, improvement of results,
research work, extra-curricular
activities and other areas of aca-
demics. To assess these aspects,
an evaluation committee is
formed at the college and uni-
versity level, he said. According
to the guidelines for the award,
there is a provision to award
one lecturer each from 28 col-
leges of the Government-fund-
ed university and two lecturers
from each of the three State
universities. These selected
teachers are given an amount
of Rs 1 lakh along with the
award by the Delhi
Government.
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Delhi’s Deputy Chief
Minister, Manish Sisodia

on Friday inaugurated a new
academic block with state-of-
the-art infrastructure, a luxu-
rious cosmetology lab and a
modern plumbing lab at ITI in
Jahangirpuri area.

On this occasion, Sisodia,
who is also Education Minister
of Delhi, said that the talented
students coming out of training
institutes like ITI will write a
new chapter in the future.

“Our country will become
developed only when every
youth of the country is skilled.
Our ITI students are getting
jobs in big companies due to
their exceptional skills, but
now there is a need to create
such an environment so that
they become not only job seek-
ers but also job creators,” said
Sisodia. “The students must do
their work in such a way that
new jobs get created because of
their efforts. Quality labs are

being set up in ITIs as per mar-
ket requirements so that chil-
dren can get hands-on experi-
ence for field work,” said
Sisodia. “These days, the focus
is on professional courses all
over the world. But even today,
along with India and other
developing countries, it is a
given in minds of children that
if they do not complete their
graduation, they have achieved
nothing. On the contrary, in
developed countries focus is on
technical education,” said
Sisodia.

“Today, when a job vacan-
cy with 8th class eligibility cri-
teria is released, thousands of
graduates apply for job. In such
a situation, what is the use of
that graduation degree which
cannot get you a job?” said
Sisodia.“This mindset has start-
ed changing in many countries
of world and they have started
moving away from their tradi-
tional beliefs regarding educa-
tion and have started focusing
on technical education. 
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In order to revamp the exist-
ing infrastructure and treat

all the waste generated in the
city, Delhi Water Minister
Satyendar Jain laid the foun-
dation stone of new sewer net-
works in the national Capital
on Friday.

The first sewer line which
will be at 80 km long, will come
up at the Shahbad group of
colonies and another line,
which will be 10 km long, will
be laid in the Singhu group of
colonies. At present, there is no
sewer network in the Shahbad
group of colonies as well as in
the Singhu group of colonies
and villages.

Jain said, “We aim to con-
nect all the colonies of Delhi to
sewage lines, which will enable
all the waste to get treated
through the Sewage Treatment
Plants (STPs) instead of falling
directly into the drains.”

Jain said that laying sewer
lines will be a significant step
in reducing pollution in the
Yamuna River as currently,
sewage of these areas is being
discharged into nearby drains
that pollute the river. “This will
also improve health and

hygiene of the area as waste-
water flowing in open drains
results in mosquito breeding,”
he added. The Minister also
paid a visit to the Singhu group
of colonies and laid the foun-
dation of the 10-km-long sewer
line. This sewer line will be laid
in two unauthorised colonies.
This internal and peripheral
sewer line will have a 300 mm
to 710 mm nominal diameter,
falling under the Narela waste
water treatment plant catch-
ment area in Delhi.

Nearly 15,000 people resid-
ing in Singhu Village, Lal Dora
of Singhu Village and Singhu
Village Extension will benefit
from this initiative. “Currently,
the sewage of the area is being
discharged directly or indi-
rectly into the Yamuna river,
which is one of the reasons that
is contributing towards pollu-
tion of the Yamuna.”

Previously, the foundation
stone of a sewage pumping sta-
tion was laid in Harsh Vihar
with an aim to pump the
sewage generated from eight
unauthorised colonies of
Gokalpur Assembly
Constituency to Yamuna Vihar
sewage treatment plant for fur-
ther treatment. 
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Dissident BJP MP Varun
Gandhi on Friday took a dig

at the "nationalist Government"
at the Centre for "not filling-up"
around 1.21 lakh vacancies in
Army and paramilitary forces
and keeping "jobless youth" wait-
ing for the last three years.

The BJP MP from Uttar
Pradesh who has been critical of
his party and Government's poli-
cies and progarmme said, “Youth
are in desperation as there is no
recruitment in the Army and
para-military forces for last three
years."

The MP from Pilibhit who
has kept  himself aloof from the
crucial ongoing elections in UP,
said ,“Young men training and
running hard for last three years
in the hope of getting into the
army and para-military are
hopeless as recruitment is not
on."

In a tweet, Varun has tagged
figures of 1,04,053 jobs in Army,
5461 in Airforce, 12431 in Navy-
which he said are lying vacant.

The tweet carries a video
where a young man is claiming
that he has become "over aged"
for the  Army and para-military
job as recruitment  has not
opened-up for last three years
when he was running and
preparing hard for the  physical
test.

"Rashtraseva ka sankalp lene
wale in yuvawyon ki awaaz
'rashtravadi sarkar' tak pahuch-
ni chahiye,”  said Varun in a dig
at the BJP Government at the
Centre.

The BJP MP and his moth-
er Maneka Gandhi, MP from
Sultanpur, have not been  cam-
paigning in the seven-phased poll
in UP where results will be out
on March 10. 

����� ��������

The Supreme Court on Friday
took note of the Centre's

submission that it has so far
evacuated 17,000 stranded
Indian students from the war
zone in Ukraine, saying it appre-
ciated the efforts but was con-
cerned about the anxiety of
people.

The top court asked the
Centre to consider setting up an
“online helpline” for the parents
and families of stranded students
in Ukraine and to convey to the
high courts not to take up the
issue pertaining to the evacua-
tion of students to avoid multi-
plicity of litigation.

A bench headed by Chief
Justice N V Ramana took note
of the submission of Attorney
General K K Venugopal that
17,000 stranded Indian students
have been evacuated and the rest
are in the process of being res-
cued by the government which
is “as concerned as your
Lordships”. “We are not saying

a single word, anything about
the efforts which you are taking.
We appreciate that but at the
same time, we are also con-
cerned about the anxiety of the
people,” said the bench which
also comprised justices A S
Bopanna and Hima Kohli.

At the outset, the CJI termed
as “unfortunate” the ongoing
war by Russia on Ukraine and
said conflicts can be resolved
through negotiations.

“It is unfortunate we haven't
learnt lessons from history
where the human race has been
fighting wars and killing people
and all that. Conflicts can be
resolved through negotiations...
We have no say in these issues.
But, the anxiety for us is how to
save these students,” the bench
said.

Venugopal, who was asked
by the bench to use his good
office to help in evacuation of
Bengaluru resident Fathima
Ahana and several other med-
ical students from near the
Romania border in Ukraine,

gave the good news to the bench
that the petitioner student and
others would be reaching India
tonight.

The top most law officer
said that he had contacted P K
Mishra, Principal secretary of
the Prime Minister on Thursday,
about the girl who was unable to
cross over to Romania and was
stuck on Ukraine side of the bor-
der.

“The concern was commu-
nicated to Shri P K Mishra. He
communicated that to Shri
Scindia (Union Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia), the person
in charge in Romania and the
telephone number of Fatima
Ahana was also given...She is
now in Romania,” he said,
adding “I expect that she and the
persons accompanying her, the
other college students, will come
back by tonight.”

“Attorney General, we sin-
cerely thank you very much for
the efforts which you made by
taking personal interest in this
matter,” the CJI said.
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The Supreme Court on
Friday agreed to hear on

March 11 a plea challenging the
grant of bail by the Allahabad
High Court to Ashish Mishra,
son of Union Minister Ajay
Mishra, in connection with
the Lakhimpur Kheri violence
that left eight people, including
four farmers, dead. 

A bench headed by Chief
Justice N V Ramana took note
of the submissions of lawyer
Prashant Bhushan that the
other accused in the case are
moving courts for grant of
bail citing the relief granted to

Ashish Mishra and asked him
to intimate the high court that
the top court is hearing the plea
for cancellation of bail. 

“I can list on March 11
only. Other judges have to be
available,” the CJI said.   A sin-
gle-judge bench of the High
Court, on February 10, had
granted bail to Mishra who had
spent four months in custody.  

Bhushan submitted that
the high court while granting
the bail, did not follow the law
laid down and did not consid-
er aspects like tampering with
evidence and fleeing from jus-
tice.

“The problem is that other
accused are also moving," he

added. 
Bhushan also sought a

direction to the high court
that for the time being, the bail
plea of other accused be not
considered.

“File a memo before the
High Court that we are hear-
ing on March 11,” the bench
said. 

Three family members of
farmers, who were killed in the
violence, have sought a stay on
the February 10 bail order of
the High Court, saying the ver-
dict was “unsustainable in the
eyes of law as there has been no
meaningful and effective assis-
tance by the state to the court
in the matter”.
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The situation in Ukraine
has led to the postpone-
ment of the prestigious

defence exhibition DefExpo-
2022,  to be held from March 10-
14 in Gandhinagar, Gujarat.
While the Ministry of Defence
here did not elaborate, it said the
event was postponed as partic-
ipants are experiencing prob-
lems related to logistics.  The
new dates of the exhibition,
held every two years, will be
announced in due course.

Announcing this here on
Friday, the defence ministry
said as on February 22 as many
as 973 exhibitors, including 121
foreign exhibitors from 63 coun-
tries, had registered for Asia's
largest exhibition on land, naval

and homeland security systems.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
was likely to address the exhi-
bition as per the earlier sched-
ule.  

The exhibition was, in fact,
extended by a day earlier to
enable wider participation in
view of a decline in Covid-19
cases in India.

“Due to logistics problems
being experienced by partici-
pants, the DefExpo-2022 pro-
posed to be held in
Gandhinagar, Gujarat from
March 10 till14th is postponed,”
the ministry said.  This year's
DefExpo would be the 12th edi-
tion of the prestigious biennial
defence exhibition.

DefExpo began in 1996 and
this year it was being organised
at over an area of one lakh

square metres. The US pavilion
had booked the largest space
among the nations, while Adani
and the Tata Group were to have
the largest stalls among the
Indian participants.

Over 50 defence ministers
or heads of armed forces from
across the world were expected
to attend the event.  Also, the
second India-Africa Defence
Dialogue was to be held along-
side the DefExpo, with 52 coun-
tries invited.

Many defence manufactur-
ing companies from Europe
besides Russia and Ukraine
were slated to participate in the
DefExpo.  Given the current sit-
uation there and closure of the
Ukrainian airspace was one of
the reasons for postponement of
the exhibition, sources said.
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As Russia intensified its
attack, India on Friday

managed to bring back 3,772
people by 18 evacuation flights
from bordering countries of
Ukraine under “Operation
Ganga” but 2,000-3,000 more
Indians are stuck in the war-rav-
aged nation.

According to the Ministry
of Civil Aviation, 11 evacuation
flights are expected to bring
back more than 2200 Indians on
Saturday, with 10 landing in
New Delhi and one in Mumbai.
So far, over 10,300 Indians have
been brought back in 48 flights
under 'Operation Ganga' and
nearly 20,000 Indians left
Ukraine's borders since our
advisories were issued in mid-
February.

MEA spokesperson
Arindam Bagchi said that
around 300 Indians are stuck in
Kharkiv and 700 are in Sumy. As
per details shared by the min-

istry, five flights will originate
from Budapest, two from
Rzeszow and four from Suceava.
Besides, four C-17 aircraft are
airborne for Romania, Poland
and Slovakia, which are expect-
ed to reach late at night and
early Saturday morning. The
statement did not say how
many Indians will be coming on
the four IAF flights. On Friday,
14 civilian and three IAF flights
brought 3,772 Indians back.
Four flights came from

Bucharest, two from Kosice,
four from Budapest, three from
Rzeszow and two from Suceava,
while IAF flew two flights from
Bucharest and one from
Budapest.

The Indian Air Force has
operated three flights from
using the airfields in Romania
and Hungary to the Hindon air-
base between Thursday night
and Friday morning carrying
630 Indians. Till date, the IAF
has evacuated a total of 1,428

Indians on seven flights, all of
which have been operated
through its C-17 aircraft and
taken 9.7 tonnes of relief mate-
rial. The IAF joined the gov-
ernment's Operation Ganga on
Thursday morning when it
brought 798 Indians on four
evacuation flights from the
Romanian capital Bucharest,
Hungary's Budapest and Polish
city Rzeszow to Hindon airbase.
Meanwhile, two Russian IL-76
strategic lift planes are on stand-
by to fly out to Moscow as soon
as Indian nationals evacuated
from northeastern cities of
Kharkiv and Sumi are taken to
the Russian capital. 

IndiGo said it will operate
12 evacuation flights with over
2,600 Indians from war-torn
Ukraine's neighbouring coun-
tries between Friday and
Sunday. In a statement, IndiGo
said 42 evacuation flights with
9,200 Indians had been sched-
uled to operate between
February 28 and March 6.  "We

have already operated 30 flights
bringing back more than 6,600
of our citizens till today
(Friday)," the airline's Chief
Operating Officer Wolfgang
Prock-Schauer said on Friday.
At least 12 flights with over
2,600 Indians will be operated
by India's largest airline between
March 4 and March 6.

Meanwhile, Air India
Express’s second flight carrying
184 passengers from Budapest
landed in Mumbai on Friday
morning.

Go First on Friday said it
has operated first evacuation
flight to New Delhi from
Budapest in Hungary to bring
back 177 Indian evacuees from
war-hit Ukraine. The airline also
said it will operate two flights
every till March 10 as part of the
Operation Ganga mission.

Over 80 flights and 24 min-
isters have been pressed into
action to evacuate Indians from
Ukraine as part of Operation
Ganga. 
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The Congress on Friday hit out at
the BJP over the "dead body

takes more space" remark by the lat-
ter’s Karnataka MLA Arvind Bellad,
saying cruelty is now the saffron
party's DNA, and accused the
Centre of garnering publicity for
evacuating Indian students from
war-torn Ukraine.

On March 1, medical student,

Naveen SG of Karnataka, was killed
in shelling in the Ukrainian city of
Kharkiv when he ventured out to buy
food for himself and fellow students.

Former Congress chief Rahul
Gandhi said the still-trapped Indian
students in the conflict zone in fact
exhibits the complete failure of the
Government. “Instead of question-
ing students who do not praise the
Modi government such people
should self introspect,” Rahul tweet-
ed.   

Party’s chief spokesman
Randeep Surjewala remarked that
BJP is completely drunk with arro-
gance and power has gone into the
head of heartless BJP leaders, par-
ticularly from Karnataka. “(Union
Minister) Prahlad Joshi calls children
in Ukraine as those who failed
NEET. Arvind Bellad has lost his bal-
ance. Insensitivity and cruelty are
now BJP's DNA," Surjewala said.

He also said "one thing is clear...
In the Ukraine-Russian war, there is

no plan to rescue the thousands of
children who have been fighting for
their life for the last nine days amid
heavy bombing and missile attacks".

"Is all the focus from Ukraine to
Uttar Pradesh (where assembly polls
are being held) only on managing PR
and saving image," Surejwala asked
in another tweet in Hindi.

The Congress also shared a
video of Union Minister Gen (retd)
V K Singh and said, "Ministers of the
Modi government are telling chil-
dren trapped for nine days in
bombs/missile attacks why they did
not come out earlier when an ulti-
matum was issued, come after trav-

elling a long journey and when you
come out of all the danger, we will
then receive you. Is he a minister of
the country or a travel agent,"
Surjewala asked.

Bellad, who represents Hubli-
Dharwad in the Karnataka assembly,
stirred up a controversy with his
comment that "a dead body takes up
more space in a flight", prompting
the Congress to attack the BJP. He
has also said that instead of a coffin,
nearly eight to 10 people can be

accommodated on a plane.
Senior Congress spokesperson

Manish Tewari also shared a video
of students stuck in Ukraine. "Dear
PM (prime minister), listen to these
children. Please speak to President
(Vladimir) Putin and establish an
evacuation route across the Russian
frontlines. They are in clear and pre-
sent danger and while Ukrainians are
not holding them hostage they are
clearly discriminating against
Indians," he tweeted. 
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Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw on Friday said

the indigenously-developed
Automatic Train Protection
(ATP) system called “Kavach”
will be deployed across the
entire rail network beginning
with 2,000 km in the coming
financial year and will be
rolled out in 4,000 to 5,000 km
every subsequent year.

'Kavach', which literally
means armour, is being pro-
moted by the Railways as the
world's cheapest automatic
train collision protection sys-
tem. Announced in the 2022
Union Budget as a part of the
Atmanirbhar Bharat initia-
tive, 2,000 km of rail network
is planned to be brought
under 'Kavach' for safety and
capacity augmentation in
2022-23.

So far, 'Kavach' has been
deployed on over 1,098 route
km and 65 locos in on-going
projects of the South Central
Railway. 'Kavach' is designed

to bring a train to a halt auto-
matically when it notices
another train on the same line
within a prescribed distance.

"In the budget 2,000 km
has been approved and in
subsequent years 'Kavach' will
be deployed in 4,000-5,000
km every year," Vaishnaw told
the media after inspecting
the working of 'Kavach'
between the
Lingampalli–Vikarabad sec-
tion of Secunderabad division,
South Central Railway.

To mark the National

Safety Day, the Railway
Minister alongwith railways
top officials inspected the
working of ‘Kavach’ between
Lingampalli – Vikarabad sec-
tion of Secunderabad Division
of the South Central Railway
zone. The Railway Minister
was accompanied by Vinay
Kumar Tripathi, Chairman
and CEO of the Railway
Board as well as other senior
railway officials.

Vaishnav was onboard the
locomotive, which moved
from Gullaguda towards

Chitgidda, and Tripathi was
onboard the locomotive which
moved from Chitgidda
towards Gallaguda. During
the trial, Head-on-collision
situation was created as both
the locomotives were moving
towards each other. The
‘Kavach’ system initiated the
automatic braking system and
halted the locomotives 380
metres apart.

Also, crossing of the red
signal was tested under which
the locomotive did not cross
the red signal as ‘Kavach’

necessitated the application of
brakes automatically. The
speed restriction of 30 Kmph
was tested when the locomo-
tive was run on a loop line.
‘Kavach’ automatical ly
reduced the speed to 30 Kmph
from 60 Kmph as the loco-
motive entered the loop line.

The system is designed,
developed and manufactured
in India and will be deployed
in India and exported to the
world. 

Trains will also stop on
their own when the digital
system notices any manual
error like "jumping" of the red
signal or any other malfunc-
tion. 'Kavach' is developed by
Research Design and
Standards Organization
(RDSO) in collaboration with
Indian industry.

The system is also said to
facilitate automatic braking
for the prevention of over
speeding of trains. The system
is meant to provide safety by
preventing trains to pass the
signal at Danger (Red) and
avoid a collision.
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General (retd) Sunith Francis
Rodrigues, who headed

the Indian Army between 1990
and 1993 and served as the gov-
ernor of Punjab between 2004
and 2010, passed away on
Friday, an official statement
said. He was 88.

Rodrigues died peacefully
at a private hospital near Panaji,

Goa around 1.30 pm, family
sources said. He had been
admitted to the hospital for the
last 15 days.  "General M M
Naravane, Chief of Army Staff
(COAS), and all ranks of the
Indian Army express heartfelt
condolences on the sad demise
of General Sunith Francis
Rodrigues, who passed away
today," the Indian Army said on
Twitter. 
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People who live in walkable
neighbourhoods with access

to parks and other outdoor activ-
ities are more active and less like-
ly to have diabetes or obesity,
according to a new paper pub-
lished in the Endocrine Society’s
journal, Endocrine Reviews.

The built environment is the
man made structures that provide
people with living, working and
recreational spaces. This envi-
ronment includes buildings,
neighbourhoods, parks, bike
paths, restaurants, shops, roads
and public transportation.
Human health is affected by the
physical environments we con-
struct.

“The built environment can
influence physical activity levels
by promoting active forms of
transportation, such as walking
and cycling over passive ones,
such as car use,” said Gillian L.
Booth of the University of
Toronto, St. Michael’s Hospital of
Unity Health Toronto and ICES
in Ontario, Canada.

“Shifting the transportation
choices of local residents may
mean that more members of the
population can participate in
physical activity during their
daily routine without structured
exercise programs.”

The researchers reviewed
several studies on the built envi-
ronment and their effects on pub-
lic health and found walkable,
activity-friendly cities and neigh-

borhoods were associated with a
lower risk of obesity and diabetes.
One large population-based study
of 32,767 people found the preva-
lence of obesity among adults liv-
ing in highly walkable neighbor-
hoods compared to those living
in low walkability areas was 43%
vs. 53%.

A study of 1.1 million adults
with normal blood sugar levels
found the incidence of pre-dia-
betes was 20% higher among peo-
ple living in less walkable areas
after 8 years of follow up. Another

study of 1.6 million adults found
a 30% to 50% higher likelihood
of developing diabetes among
people living in low versus high-
ly walkable areas. In a population-
based Canadian study, moving
from an unwalkable to a highly
walkable neighborhood was asso-
ciated with a 54% lower likelihood
of being diagnosed with high
blood pressure.

The paper also noted that air
pollution and high concentrations
of fast-food restaurants are risk
factors for diabetes and can sub-
stantially reduce the benefits of
living in a walkable neighbor-
hood.

“We need policies that pro-
mote healthier eating habits and
opportunities to engage in active
forms of transportation,” said

Booth. “Designing neighbor-
hoods that have safe and effective
public transit options, cycling
infrastructure and walking paths
may reduce traffic related pollu-
tion.”

As per the WHO, worldwide
obesity has nearly tripled since
1975. India is home to 135 mil-
lion people, says the Indian
Journal of Community Medicine.

According to the latest
National Family Health Survey
(NFHS), there has been a rise in
obesity among kids under five
years of age as 33 states and union
territories registered a spike in the
number of overweight children.
Obesity rates among children
jumped substantially in the first
months of the Covid-19 pan-
demic. 
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The ongoing Assembly elec-
tions enters the last and

most crucial phase in eastern
UP as this region is identified
with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath and competitive
caste-based identity politics
pursued by Samajwadi Party
and redefined caste-based pol-
itics by BJP.

Voting for the seventh and
final round will be held in
Varanasi and its eight adjoin-
ing districts on March 7. The
54 Assembly seats going to
polls in this phase are
Azamgarh, Mau, Jaunpur,
Ghazipur, Chandauli, Varanasi,
Mirzapur, Bhadohi and
Sonbhadra.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi held a roadshow in dif-
ferent localities of Varanasi on
Friday and will address a rally
in Khajuri village of district on
March 5. The roadshow cov-
ered three Assembly con-
stituencies of Cantonment,
Varanasi North and Varanasi
South. Earlier, prominent lead-
ers of opposition parties -
Congress and Samajwadi Party

and Trinamool Congress leader
Mamata Banerjee have also
campaigned in pilgrim city -
nerve centre of grand finale.
Strength of old and new allies
of Samajwadi Party will be on
test and its new formula where
it has borrowed a leaf from the
BJP and forged alliance with
small caste-based parties will be
under scrutiny. The SP has
challenged non-Yadav OBC
plank of the BJP as four non-
Yadav OBCs ministers in Yogi
government deserted BJP and
joined SP just ahead of polls.
The four ministers are Swami
Prasad Maurya, Dara Singh
Chauhan, Om Prakash Rajbhar
and Dharm Singh Saini.

Though Samajwadi party
has pinned hopes with new
alliances and its chief Akhilesh
Yadav has gone to the extent of
claiming to win 400 of the total
403 seats, political experts are
sceptical. 

Akhilesh has nominated
four SP candidates in Varanasi
and left four others to allies,
Apna Dal (Kamerwadi) head-
ed by Anupriya’s mother
Krishna Patel and two for
Rajbhar’s SBSP. “Its too late in
the day for the SP to forge

alliances with small parties.
These parties lack proven lead-
ership in electoral politics of
UP and there is no visible
mechanism that these parties
can transfer votes to other
party candidates in
election,’’said a political analyst.

In 2017 state elections, the
BJP and its ally riding the
‘Modi wave’ had won in all
eight Assembly segments of
Varanasi and so was case in
majority seats in neighbouring
districts. However, changing
caste equation and aggressive
mobilisation of Muslims by
Samajwadi Party has ensured
that contest will not remain
one-sided this time.

BJP’s allies Apna Dal
(Sonelal) and Nishad Party
and Akhilesh Yadav’s new
friends Apna Dal (K), Suheldev
Bhartiya Samaj Party (SBSP) of
Om Prakash Rajbhar and oth-
ers would have to play an
important role to tilt the bal-
ance in favour of their group-
ings. Reports suggested that the
SP and other parties are trying
to dent the BJP’s support base
among Brahmins by playing up
their reported unhappiness
with the saffron party. 
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The Election Commission of
India has banned

Samajwadi Party candidate
from Mau, Abbas Ansari, from
campaigning for 24 hours for
threatening government offi-
cials in a public meeting.

Abbas Ansari, son of
dreaded gangster Mukhtar
Ansari, who is contesting the
UP election as a candidate of
Suheldev Bhartiya Samaj Party
(SBSP)-Samajwadi Party
alliance, stoked another con-
troversy while addressing his
supporters in Mau by alleged-
ly threatening Government
officials.

Openly threatening the
government officials during
the public meeting in Mau,
Abbas Ansari said that if the
Samajwadi Party alliance gov-
ernment was formed in Uttar
Pradesh, he had asked SP chief
Akhilesh Yadav not to transfer

the government officials for the
next six months as he would
first do their ‘hisab-kitab’ (set-
tle accounts). “I have told SP
chief Akhilesh Yadav that no
transfer or posting of any offi-
cer or employee will happen for
six months as we will settle the
accounts first with the UP
administration and only then
their transfer certificates will be
stamped,” Abbas Ansari said.

Amidst the ongoing elec-
tions in Uttar Pradesh, a video
of Abbas Ansari threatening
police officials has gone viral on
social media. In this video,
Abbas Ansari is seen threaten-
ing the officers openly from the
stage of the public meeting.

Mukhtar's son is contesting
the election on the ticket of
Samajwadi Party. In the video,
Abbas is heard saying, “I have
requested the national presi-
dent of Samajwadi Party,
Akhilesh Yadav, to not transfer
or post anyone until six months

after the elections. Those who
are posted here will be made to
stay here. First, there will be
‘hisab-kitab’ and only then
they can be given any posting.”

Condemning the threat
issued to the government offi-
cials, the Bharatiya Janata Party
said, “It is evident from the
speech of Abbas Ansari that the
goons of the Samajwadi Party
are in shock by witnessing the
growing influence of the BJP
and the ever-increasing support
of the party base in six phases
of the polls. That is the reason
they are making such contro-
versial statements and giving
threats.”

Significantly, Abbas
Ansari's mafia father Mukhtar
Ansari was put behind the
bars by Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath for land-grabbing,
extortion, murder and kid-
napping of the poor, weak,
businessmen and farmers in
Purvanchal.
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Aday after the Income Tax
department claimed that it

had unearthed tax evasion to
the tune of �200 crore alleged-
ly by city civic corporator
Yashwant Jadhav and civic con-
tractors close to him, Mumbai
Municipal Commissioner IS
Chahal dismissed as “false and
mischievous” a message put out
in the social media that the IT
department had issued him a
notice in connection with the
ongoing investigations.

Alluding to a tweet put out
by one Sameet Thakkar who
describes himself as “Common
Indian Citizen!!”, Chahal said
that a police complaint was
being lodged against Thakkar
for for spreading “false, mali-
cious and mischievous”
news.“The tweet is false and
mischievous. No notice has

been received from Income
Tax department to inquire
Iqbal Singh Chahal Municipal
Commissioner Iqbal Singh
Chahal. A police complaint is
being filed against this indi-
vidual for spreading false, mali-
cious and mischievous news.
The conduct of this person
needs to be strongly con-
demned,” a statement issued on
behalf of Chahal said.

Thakkar, whose claim to
fame is that he “went to jail for
23 days for calling CM Modern
Day Aurangzeb & his Son
Baby. Honour to be followed by
PM Modi” had tweeted earlier
in the day : “Big Breaking!!.
According to sources,
@IncomeTaxIndia is all set to
inquire BMC Commissioner
Iqbal Singh Chahal in a stand-
ing committee chairman
Yeshwant Jadhav case. A notice
in this regard has been served,

according to my sources”. After
raids on at least three dozen
locations, the Income Tax
department had on Thursday
claimed that it had unearthed
tax evasion to the tune of Rs.
200 crore allegedly by
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC)
Corporator and Standing
Committee leader Yashwant
Jadhav and civic contractors
close to him.

The IT raids, conducted at
Mazgaon, Byculla and other
locations over a period of four
days, had resulted in the recov-
ery of an unaccounted cash of
Rs. 2 crore and jewellery worth
Rs.1.50 crore. The IT officials
also seized documents relating
to 35 immovable assets worth
more than Rs. 130 crore, either
properties acquired in their
own names or associates or
benami persons.
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Bahujan Samaj Party chief
Mayawati targeted the

Bharatiya Janata Party leaders,
accusing them of trying to
make electoral gains on the
Covid vaccine and free ration
distribution during the ongo-
ing elections, when it was the
constitutional responsibility of
any government in power.

On Friday, Mayawati
tweeted, “The BJP leaders are
trying to exploit free Corona
vaccine and ration distributed
amongst the people during
lockdown just for the sake of
electoral interest in  UP. It is
the constitutional responsi-
bility of a government to help
its marooned citizens. This
duty is not a favor to anyone.”

The BSP chief further
tweeted, “What a strange pol-
itics is being played by the BJP

that after snatching employ-
ment and closure of many
business establishments, they
are not talking of it but mak-
ing a propaganda of free
ration and free vaccine dis-
tribution during its poll cam-
paign.”  

Voting for the seventh
and f inal phase of the
Assembly elections will be
cast on March 7 for electing
representatives from 54 con-
stituencies across nine dis-
tricts of the eastern parts of
the  state. Campaigning for
this phase of the poll will end
on Saturday evening. 

Prior to this, political par-
ties have engaged in a fierce
trading of charges and impor-
tant leaders from various par-
ties are also camping in
Varanasi, the Parliamentary
constituency of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
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Lambasting the previous
Samajwadi Party

Government for sheltering
mafia and criminals, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath said
that that the mafia which was
committing heinous crimes in
the last regime are now crawl-
ing like worms instead of
flaunting ‘tamanchas’ (guns) in
open jeeps.

Addressing a poll rally in
Saiyad Raja Assembly con-
stituency of Chandauli on
Friday, the Chief Minister said,
“If the state will has a ‘dumdar’
(strong) government, then
bulldozer and development
will go hand in hand.”  

Yogi further claimed that
the BJP had taken a decisive
lead over the opposition parties
in the six phases of polls held
so far and trends showed that
it has already crossed the score
of 275. 

“When the election results
are declared on March 10, then
only the BJP will be visible in
the state and due to the fear of
defeat, several SP-BSP leaders
have started making flight
bookings to flee abroad,” he
said.

The Chief Minister went
on to say that professional
criminals who had come out of
their ‘holes’ during the elections
to spread anarchy in the state
have realised that their motives
will not be fulfilled and have
hence been searching for holes
to hide. 

Hitting out at the previous
SP government over providing
uninterrupted power supply
only during Eid and Moharram
festivals, Yogi said, “Before
2017, even electricity had a reli-
gion but during the BJP regime
uninterrupted power supply is
being provided for everyone,
irrespective of caste and reli-
gion.” 

“People are also being pro-
vided free vaccines, free testing
facilities and free treatment
along with free double-dose of
foodgrains. Had there been

the government of SP or BSP,
even the vaccine would have
been black marketed,” Yogi
said. 

The Chief Minister further
maintained that if the BJP
returned to power in Uttar
Pradesh, the state government
would provide free LPG to
every poor household during
Diwali and Holi and free scooty
to meritorious girl students.
“Besides, the amount of money
given under Kanya Sumangala
Yojana will be increased to Rs
25,000 while under
Mukhyamantri Samuhik Vivah
Yojana, Rs 1 lakh will be trans-
ferred,” he assured. 

Yogi claimed that over 5
lakh youths were given gov-
ernment jobs during his tenure
while 2 crore youths were con-
nected with employment. “We
are also distributing tablets
and smartphones to  one crore
youths and the SP has object-
ed to it. 

The Samajwadi Party
believes development should be
of Saifai family only. Only
Saifai Mahotsav used to be held
under the SP regime and even
the organisers were unaware of
what was happening.”

The BJP government has
worked towards the develop-
ment of sites and monuments
which gives an identity to the
country and the state.
“Beautification of Baba
Keenaram’s birthplace and
Taposthali are being carried out
in Chandauli.

At the same time, along
with the construction of Lord
Shri Ram’s temple in Ayodhya,
Kashi Vishwanath Dham,
Mathura, Gokul and Vrindavan
are being beautified,” he added.
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Suitable amendments to the
Cinematograph Act 1952

to combat film piracy, the
merger of Film Division and
three other media units with
the National Film Development
Corporation (NFDC) Ltd and
setting up an Animation, Visual
Effects, Gaming, and Comic
(AVGC) Promotion Task Force
were three of the major assur-
ances that the Information &
Broadcasting Ministry held out
to the Indian film fraternity
here on Friday.

Addressing a Consultation
Meeting of Film Associations
through video conferencing,
I&B Secretary Apurva Chandra
said the issues with respect to
proposed Cinematograph
Amendment Bill and anti-pira-
cy issues would be addressed
after consultation with the
stakeholders of the industry.
Friday’s meeting in Mumbai

was a follow-up of a similar
consultation with the film fra-
ternity from South India, held
in Chennai on Thursday.
Chandra indicated that the
recommendations made by an
Expert Committee set up under
the Chairmanship of Justice
Mukul Mudgal was constitut-
ed in 2013 and Another
Committee of Experts was set
up under the Chairmanship of
Shyam Benegal in 2016 to
evolve broad guidelines for
certification would be consid-
ered while making suitable
amendments to the
Cinematograph Act.   

Among other things,
Chandra said that four media
units --Films Division,
Directorate of Film Festivals,
National Film Archives of
India, and Children's Film
Society, India would be merged
with the NFDC Ltd. He said
that the basic objective is
NFDC should become the enti-

ty through which the revenues
from the film sector can be uti-
lized for development of the
film sector. Chandra said that
none of the existing schemes
was being discontinued. “We
will strengthen NFDC so that
they can rotate staff and deliv-
er on the responsibilities
assigned to them,” he said.

Alluding to the Finance
Minister's announcement
about the setting up an
Animation, Visual Effects,
Gaming, and Comic (AVGC)
Promotion Task Force,
Chandra said that the Ministry
was working on its Terms of
Reference.

“We hope to set up this
Task Force this month itself, so
that work can begin and we are
able to utilize the potential of
the sunrise sector,” he said.
Chairperson, CBFC Prasoon
Joshi said that the change in
design of the film certificate
was symbolic of what the Board

seeks to achieve, in terms of
making processes seamless,
digital and more stakeholder-
friendly. “The process of certi-
fication has been smoothened
as much as possible; while we
continue to need human inter-
vention for watching films and
certifying it, we have stream-
lined system so as to speed up
other parts of  process” he said

Ravindra Bhakar, CEO,
CBFC, said about journey of
certification body should be
viewed from point of view of its
adaptations in view of new
challenges. 

He also spoke about digi-
tisation in certification process
and move towards further
transparency and measures
towards ease of doing business.
Dwelling upon the initiatives
taken by the Ministry and var-
ious schemes implemented film
industry like incentives for
shooting foreign films in India
and organising a global media

&  entertainment summit,
Additional Secretary I &B
Neerja Shekhar underscored
the need for increasing the den-
sity of screen across the coun-
try..

Neerja, who chaired the
meeting, said that the
Government was planning to
come up with single window
clearances for opening of film
theatres and also for event
management. She said that
suggestions were being sought
for setting up rural theatres and
mobile screens in order to
achieve this objective. “We are
going to work in a big way in
increasing theatre density, in
collaboration with states and
UTs,” she said.

On the incentives under
audio visual services of
Champion Services Sector
Scheme, Neerja said: “Audio
Visual Services is one of the 12
champion service sectors which
government seeks to promote. 
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Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee has

questioned the Central
Government’s delayed reaction
in bringing back the Indian
students stuck in war-ravaged
Ukraine wondering why so
much time was being taken to
evacuate the stranded Indians
from that country.

Wondering why the
Government did not take steps
early, a concerned Banerjee on
Friday tweeted, “I am very
much worried about the lives
of Indian students stuck in
Ukraine. Life is very precious.
Why is it taking so much
time to bring them back? Why
were steps not taken earlier?”

Banerjee who had earlier
written a letter to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
expressing her full support
for whatever steps the Centre
would take in relation to the
Ukrainian crisis further said
appealed to the Centre to
press in more number of

flights to smoothly evacuate
the students. “I urge the cen-
tral government that an ade-
quate number of flights be
arranged immediately and all
the students be brought back
as soon as possible,” she said.

Clarifying her stance
senior Trinanool Congress
parliamentarian Saugato Roy
said that the general policy his
party was to stand by the
Centre on foreign policy mat-
ters “but here the question is
regarding the general concern
about the Indian students who
are stranded in a war zone …
the Chief Minister is natural-
ly concerned about the young
boys and girls and so she has
urged the Centre to speed up

their evacuation by sending
more aircrafts.” Earlier saying
that during times of interna-
tional crisis Indians keep aside
their internal differences
Banerjee had expressed her
“unconditional support” to
the Prime Minister for the
steps the Centre was taking on
the Ukrainian issue.

She wrote to the Prime
Minister “I would request you
to accept my unconditional
support during the ongoing
international crisis and to con-
sider whether you will like to
have an all party meeting now
forconsolidating our national
resolve to come out of the cri-
sis with our head held high.”

Meanwhile,  rejecting
Banerjee’s allegation of delay in
evacuating thestranded stu-
dents BJP MP Locket
Chatterjee said that the delay
happened not because of the
Government but because of
misleading assessment of some
Ukrainian universities.
Quoting the students who had
just returned from the war-
torn country she said “I have

just returned meeting some of
these students andtheir version
over the issue was same … the
Indian Government had
issued advisories well in
advance asking the students to
return as early as February 15
but these students alleged that
the Ukrainian universities told
them to stay back as they
thought that though Russia
was threatening war it was
such a big country and
Ukraine was so small a coun-
try that it would never attack
them … so the students
stayedback and got stranded.”

Elsewhere, the Left wing
parties on Friday took out a
massive rally in favour of
peace urging all the parties to
the conflict to fund a solution
to the Ukrainian issue.

“The Left is in favour of
immediatestopping of the
armed hostilities and … return
to the talking table … through
this long procession we are
trying to drive home the mes-
sage of peace and we hope the
world is listening to it,” a ral-
lyist said.
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Sustaining the tempo of its
operational readiness to

meet any challenge from
China, the Indian Army on
Friday carried out an exercise
with its commandos to deploy
rapidly and achieve the mili-
tary objective.  The drill was
conducted in the strategical-
ly important Siliguri corridor
or the ‘Chicken’s Neck’ near
Sikkim.

The Airborne and Special
Forces of the Indian Army
rehearsed their aerial inser-
tion capability and rapid
response along the Northern
Borders in an exercise, offi-
cials said here.  The com-
mandos parachuted from a
height of more than 20,000
feet along with logistic supply
loads on precision guided
platforms. 

The free-fallers, after
landing at a location in the
Siliguri Corridor, established
surveillance positions to
guide accurate fire onto
selected enemy targets. 

As a follow up, an air-
borne force of 400 personnel
was thereafter deployed by air
in rapid succession to swiftly
capture objectives, they said.

This is the third such
massive exercise in the last
few months wherein the elite
commandos and Special
Forces practised rapid deploy-
ment.  The first exercise
involving more than 3,000
para troopers was held in
Ladakh followed by another
such drill with the help of the
IAF in Andaman and Nicobar
Islands.

Siliguri Corridor is bor-
dering Nepal, Bhutan and
Bangladesh measuring
approximately 170X60km, at
the narrowest it is about 20-
22km. 

The geostrategic signifi-
cance of the corridor comes
about in terms of it being a
narrow piece of land which
connects the northeast India
to the rest of the country

through which major nation-
al highways, railway line and
pipelines pass. 

The Indian defence estab-
lishment shored up its infra-
structure following the face
off with China in 2017 in
Doklam near Sikkim at the
Line of Actual Control(LAC)
near the tri-junction.

The stand-off lasted for
more than two months. As
part  of  the exercise in
December last year in the
Andaman,  troops of the
Indian Army, Navy, and Air
Force were mobilised for
amphibious landing, in close
coordination with the
paradrop of airborne troops.
Amphibious landing involves
the ground troops landing at
the seashore from the ships
under covering fire from the
warships and aircraft.

The rapid response capa-
bility of Shatrujeet Brigade
has validated wherein the
paratroopers who had moved
from mainland executed air-
borne drop in an island ter-
ritory of Andamans in a real-
istic tactical setting under
the overall command and
control of Andaman and
Nicobar Command, the only
joint services operational
command of the defence
forces of India.

The exercise saw the
transport planes para drop-
ping light tanks and assault
vehicles along with the troops.
The Shatrujeet Brigade had
earlier participated in the
same exercise at the LAC and
Line of Control(LOC).

The Andamans is very
important for Indian interests
as most of the sea lanes fer-
rying Indian imports and
exports pass through them
close to the Islands.  India has
to ensure that trade takes
place unhindered.

Moreover,  China is
increasingly flexing its mar-
itime muscle in the region
and the Indian security estab-
lishment is keen to test all its
equipment and troops to meet
any threat, they said.
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does not belong to the second
category. It reminds that glob-
al warming, reaching 1.5°C in
the near-term (2021-2040)
would cause “unavoidable
increases in multiple climate
hazards and present multiple
risks to ecosystems and
humans. Near-term actions
limiting global warming to
close to 1.5°C would substan-
tially reduce the projected
losses and damages, com-
pared to higher warming lev-
els, but would not totally
eliminate them. The chances
of this happening are remote.
As the Emissions Gap Report
2021 points out, “There is a
50-50 chance that global
warming will exceed 1.5°C in
the next two decades, and
unless there are immediate,
rapid and largescale reduc-
tions in GHG emissions, lim-
iting warming to 1.5°C or
even 2°C by the end of the
century will be beyond reach.”

The IPCC’s 2022 report, as
it itself points out, is different
from its predecessors as it, to
use the words from its execu-
tive summary, recognises “the
interdependence [I would
rather have said “mutually
aggravating inter-action
among”] of climate, ecosys-
tems and biodiversity, and
human societies” and inte-
grates knowledge more strong-
ly across the natural, ecologi-
cal, social and economic sci-
ences than earlier IPCC assess-

ments. Also, it sets its assess-
ment of “climate change
impacts and risks as well as
adaptation” against “concur-
rently unfolding non-climatic
global trends eg, biodiversity
loss, overall unsustainable con-
sumption of natural resources,
land and ecosystem degrada-
tion, rapid urbanisation,
human demographic shifts,
social and economic inequal-
ities and a pandemic.”

While all this lends depth
and enhanced understanding
of the dynamics of climate
change, the fact remains that
no real progress can be made
towards countering it without
a drastic reduction in green-
house gas emissions in the
near-term. This would require
action on multiple fronts, rang-
ing from a drastic reduction in
fossil fuel emissions and use of
cooling devices like refrigera-
tion and air-conditioning. It
has been argued that techno-
logical progress can reduce
their polluting potential to a
level that does not matter.
This does not hold. As David
Owen points out in an article
titled ‘How the Refrigerator
Became an Agent of Climate
Catastrophe’ in the New Yorker
(January 15, 2022), “Making
useful technologies more effi-
cient makes them cheaper,
and as they become cheaper
we use them more and find
more uses for them, just as
adding lanes to congested

highways makes driving more
attractive, not less.”

Owen adds, “The use of
cooling technology is growing
worldwide. China now
accounts for close to half of
global air-conditioner pur-
chases and roughly three-
quarters of global production;
in Dubai, where life during
much of the year would be
next to impossible without
air-conditioning, hotel swim-
ming pools are chilled.
According to a report pub-
lished in 2018 by the
International Energy Agency,
refrigeration in 2016 account-
ed for about six per cent of the
world’s energy consumption,
and space cooling accounted
for about eight per cent. In the
same report, the IEA predict-
ed that worldwide energy use
by air-conditioners would
triple by 2050, ‘requiring new
electricity capacity equiva-
lent to the combined electric-
ity capacity of the US, the EU
and Japan today.’ Energy use
by refrigerators is on a simi-
lar upward path.”

What would that do to the
drastic reduction in the emis-
sion of greenhouse gases so
desperately needed? The harsh
fact is that climate change can-
not be reversed unless we
change the way we live and the
world conducts its business.

(The author is Consulting
Editor, The Pioneer. The views
expressed are personal.)
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Sir — It is good news that 200 disabled
orphans rescued in war-prone areas of
Ukraine have been transported to
Poland. Two days ago, a train pulled into
the station in Zahoni Hungary carrying
about 200 persons with severe physical
and mental disabilities. They were resi-
dents of two orphanages for the disabled
in Kyiv. The orphanages are territorial-
ly situated where the rockets flew and fir-
ing continued; a railway station near the
orphanage was also blown up. The dis-
abled orphans disembarked from the
train into the arms of several Poles and
Hungarians waiting to receive them.

From there, they were escorted to
four waiting buses sent from Poland by
a Catholic relief organisation. It is a mat-
ter of introspection by our country; we
must ponder over the condition of the
disabled in our country. The main pro-
tection to the disabled comes from the
Disability Acts passed by Parliament. But
the miserable condition is that though
the Bills have been passed but these have
not been implemented, which is clear-
ly near-breakdown of the Constitution.
The disabled are a harried lot and have
to face problems at every stage in life as
nobody wants to listen to their problems.
May wisdom prevail upon the authori-
ties concerned!

Yash Pal Ralhan | Jalandhar
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Sir — The news that the US is consid-
ering imposing economic sanctions on
India is disturbing. If such an unjust step
is taken for the reason that India absent-
ed itself during the voting on UN reso-
lution condemning Russia’s war against
Ukraine, it will be the stupidest action
from the already bungling Biden
Administration. India is always against
war and stands for peaceful resolution
of issues and disputes between nations.
India sympathises with the Ukrainians
but it cannot go all the way with the West
against Russia, forgetting the huge debt
it owes to the ‘big bear’ for having always
stood solidly by it in wars waged by its
envious neighbours, Pakistan and China.

Even now what stands between
India and these two harassing, bullying
neighbours like a big brother is Russia.
Russia understood in proper perspec-
tive India’s concern for the people of
Ukraine and it did not react impulsive-
ly and immaturely like the US. Russia
too has its own genuine grievances with
respect to Ukraine. Actually the fuse of
the present outbreak was lit long back.
The US and European nations did
nothing to put it out. Instead they sim-
ply watched it fester.

MR Anand | Vrindavan
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Sir — The world is rejoicing in the crick-
eting season with the number of match-
es played during this time of the year.
Women’s cricket, which was neglected for
years, now got a chance to play in the
World Cup in New Zealand. The 2022
ICC Women's Cricket World Cup is the
12th edition of the Women’s Cricket
World Cup. It was originally scheduled

to be held between February 6 and
March 7, 2021, but was postponed by one
year due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
With eight participating teams, 31
matches will be played in the competi-
tion in ODI format.

Initially matches will be played on a
round-robin basis and later the compe-
tition will enter the knockout stage. In
the inaugural match, hosts New Zealand
lost to West Indies in a cliffhanger by
three runs. Women’s cricket was not get-
ting the much-needed boost during the
pandemic and this is the time to display
the talent of eves in a tough competition.
The Indian team is rather lucky to stay
back in Kiwi-land and play this World
Cup with sufficient practice in their con-
ditions. We hope that both Mithali Raj
and H Kaur put in their best efforts and
come out with flying colours.

CK Subramaniam | Navi Mumbai
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The Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate
Change’s (IPCC) latest
report, ‘Climate Change

2022: Impacts, Adaptation and
Vulnerability’ which was released
on February 28, was expected to
make grim reading. The United
Nations Environment Prog-
ramme’s Emissions Gap Report
2021, released in October last
year, and providing an overview
of the gap in emission levels
between what will, and what
should, be in 2030 to mitigate the
worst effects of climate change,
did not offer much cause for opti-
mism; nor did the outcome of the
26th session of the Conference of
Parties in the UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change
in 1995 (COP 26) in Glasgow in
November 2021.

The IPCC’s 2022 report, as it
so happens, has lived up to
expectations. It presents a dismal
picture of the environmental
scenario as it has been — and is
set to be — unfolding. There
seems to be not even a dim and
flickering light at the end of the
tunnel. It rightly states that
human-induced climate alter-
ation is causing dangerous and
widespread disruption in nature
and affecting the lives of billions
of people globally, efforts to
reduce the risks notwithstanding.
Storms, sea-level rise, tsunamis,
unusually heavy rainfall, cloud-
bursts causing devastating flash
floods, droughts killing trees and
animals and causing forest fires
and so on, are posing hazards
increasingly adversely affecting
people’s health, lives and liveli-
hoods, as well as property and
critical infrastructure, including
energy and transportation sys-
tems. Occurring simultaneously,
these weather extremes, the
report says, are causing cascad-
ing effects that are increasingly
difficult to manage. These have
exposed millions of people to
acute food and water insecurity,
especially in Africa, Asia, Central
and South America, on Small
Islands and in the Arctic, and are
conducing to mass migrations.

Given the dismal realities,
doomsday prognoses are the
rule rather than exceptions when
it comes to climate change. The
IPCC’s report under discussion
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ating files. No scientist or govern-
ment department will have the
courage to publicly state their sci-
entific result if it’s against the gov-
ernment’s stated policy of the time
or against the interests of their
reporting officers. This is the reason
why in our society, many problems
persist, be it the adulteration in food
or faulty infrastructure development
policies, even today, even though
our scientific community have
developed sound scientific solutions.

Our great scientists had only
one vision:making the country
self-sufficient through the fruits of
science. Most of these scientists
focussed on problems that the
society of the time demands or
curiosity instigated by nature. The
transdisciplinary culture modern
scientists propel is not new to our
scientific community. If one traces
the history of these great scientists,
we can see that they practised
transdisciplinary culture in their
research. J C Bose made pioneer-
ing contributions in physics and
biology, and there are many such
examples in the scientific history of
India. Many scientists of the old
generation can be considered as a
polymath, having expertise in a
wide variety of topics.

It’s always better to remember
the travails passed by these great sci-
entists as it will inspire us to do great
things in science and avoid speci-
fictrials during our research. 

Most of our current scientific
research is focused on the mandate
of a particular research institute.
Even if scientists want to do research

from their area of expertise or pas-
sion, they are tied by the institute’s
rules. Veryfew  institutions provide
free and unconditional space to
work. Otherwise, rules even curb
them to speak freely with the media
or the public. Dissidence is the suc-
cess of science, and if there is no dis-
sidence among the scientific com-
munity, science will not grow.
When a patient is in a critical situ-
ation, in good hospitals the doctor’s
team discusses the pros and cons of
a particular procedure. This usual-
ly produces good results. In scien-
tific research also,scientists should
be allowed to brainstorm among
themselves, especially whene deriv-
ing some crucial stuff that directly
affects the public.

Another area of concern relates
to publication of scientific research
and giving authorship to heads of
institutes as a way of appeasing
superiors. Some research scholars
who may have toiled hard may be
excluded from authorship. Some
researchers are busy trying to get
themselves published in high
impact journals rather than concen-
trating on their research. Few sci-
entists who think out of the box and
do creative work struggle to pub-
lish their research. This can improve
only if we make it mandatory to
publish our research findings in our
journals. Let foreign scientists
explore our journals and in that
way, the impact of our journals can
also improve in the scientific world.
Even journals published by govern-
ment institutions and academies are
not getting enough coverage among

the Indian scientific community.
The undue importance given to
impact factorshould be abolished
from academic appraisals. This
creates a gap between people who
want to do good science and those
who focus only on citations. The
increasing number of scientific
manipulations reported from our
reputed research labs is ample
proof of this. These bring discred-
it to Indian science and the coun-
try which boast a great scientific
heritage that the world looked
envious. Our early scientists never
bothered about publications or
patents. Their only focus was doing
good science. Being the pioneers in
the raw field of science, they were
free to do the science as they want-
ed; nobody interfered in their
research. Present-day researchers
donot have much freedom in this
respect, as half of their precious
time is wasted on administrative
duties and paperwork. 

When we celebrate National
Science Day,we must create a
healthy scientific environment
where seeds for future science can
be sowed in a fertile climate. Our
research centres should be spaces
for innovative research where our
youngsters could pursue their inter-
ests with free will, without any hin-
drance from their superiors, and
having the courage to furnish sci-
entific facts without fear. By reflect-
ing on the travails overcome by our
predecessors, our policymak-
ersshould take steps to make India
a global destination in science and
technology.
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Several scientists like Sir C V Raman
in pre-independent India made
breakthrough discoveries but did not
get the Nobel Prize. The impact of

their research was so high that the west-
ern world had to recognize them even with-
out the prize. Several were nominated for
Nobel Prize multiple times. For instance,
Meghnad Saha was nominated seven
times. If we consider the number of FRS
and knighted persons as a symbol of qual-
ity research, it is evident thattheir number
was more during the pre-independent era
than post-independent India. Does it
show that our present-day scientific
research is not up to the mark?

It is essential to kindle our thoughts on
this. Why do many great researchers of the
present generation fail to get attention in
the scientific world? 

When we reflect on our great scientists
who survived the harsh colonial environ-
ment, we will understand that they got
attention because of their networking and
collaboration with the western scientific
community. To gain recognition in science,
either one should have renowned scientists
as mentors or breakthrough discoveries
published in international scholarly pub-
lications. Many scientific prizes are based
on nominations, for which collaboration
with foreign scientists seems to be an essen-
tial factor. 

No scientific award selects someone
fortheir merit alone. Even in India,we fol-
low this nomination system for the selec-
tion of many of the prestigious awards.
Why cannot a researcher apply for the
Nobel prize or even our prestigious Shanti
Swarup Bhatnagar Prize directly? Where
ever a clause of nomination is included, the
chance of prejudice and servitude will
emerge in science. Only those close to
power centres have the opportunity of win-
ning the awards. This culture is indeed
spoiling the scientific ecosystem.
Researchers will always try to appease their
superiors to get benefits rather than con-
centrating on their work. The appeasement
politics in Indian science has grown to such
an extent that researchers simply give gift
authorship to their peers, who don’t have
any contribution to the work. More than
gifting authorship the researchers lose their
integrity and dignity by blindly following
the instructions from their superiors.
This, at many times, will affect scientific
productivity.  

If science has to improve, we need to
inculcate a culture for free-thinking among
the scientific community,where no one,
including the funding agencies, directly or
indirectly should not influence their
research. Here, we have to appreciate our
great scientists in the pre-independent era,
who just followed their scientific curiosi-
ty irrespective of its outcome. Sir C V
Raman was even against utilizing govern-
ment funds for research. When one
receives Government support, they may
need to compromise on a great deal in their
research, besides giving much time to cre-
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(The writer is a 
science communicator and

columnist. The views
expressed are personal.)

If we look at the Ukraine 
crisis objectively, it appearsas
an attack on a sovereign

country. But if we look at it from
Russian perspective, then we see
that since the days of Cold War
and till now there has been a
constant tension between Russia
and the United States and its
Nato allies. No doubt that if
Ukraine joinsNato, it will
extend the grouping’s presence
at Russia’s borders. Russia
would never want Ukraine to
become a member of NATO
under any circumstance. This is
not the first time that Russia
and Ukraine have been at log-
gerheads over this issue.
Whenever Ukraine attempted
to expand its ties with Nato,
Russia had retaliated.

Some international 
analysts believe that in the com-
ing times, the President of Russia

can also subjugate the newly
born countries after the disinte-
gration of the Soviet Union for
the restoration of the USSR. But
there does not appear to be any
basis for this idea. First of all,
Russia itself has stated that it has
no intention of occupying
Ukraine. Simultaneously, some
time ago when the Russian
President was asked this ques-
tion, he said that there is only
one superpower in the world,
and that is the US and there is
no reason and ambition to make
Russia a superpower again. He
said that Russia has suffered a
huge financial loss in the race to
remain a superpower since the
days of Cold War. In the days of
the Soviet Union, due to the
Cold War, a large part of Russia’s
treasury went into military
expenditure, due to which the
Russian standard of living

remained low and Russia lagged
behind in the race for human
development too.

Significantly, the US too
has suffered a lot in its endeav-
our to retain its tag of superpow-
er. In general, it has been mak-
ing military interventions in
several countries as per its strat-
egy to demonstrate its econom-
ic and military might. The
Americans have incurred huge
economic losses in such endeav-

ours. That is why former US
President Donald Trump called
for avoiding such endeavours in
future. Recently, despite global
criticism, the US withdrew its
troops from Afghanistan. This
decision was taken for econom-
ic reasons only.

Russian invasion of
Ukraineshould not be seen as
imperialist expansion, but as a
Russia’s gesture to defend its bor-
ders. Russia’s reaction to the

developments in Ukraine in
this regard is not the first of its
kind. Russia had intervened in
Ukraine politically as well as mil-
itarily in the past as well. It does
not want any vulnerability on its
borders due to Nato.

If we go into the history of
Russia’s retaliation, re-elections
were held in the 2004 elections
in Ukraine, following allegations
of rigging in the election of pro-
Russian candidate Viktor
Yanukovych, and after Viktor
Yushchenko assumed power in
the 2005 election, he promised
to take Ukraine out of Russian
domination to join Nato and the
European Community. In 2008,
Nato promised to take Ukraine
into its fold. But in 2010, the pro-
Russian Viktor Yanukovych
once again won the presidency
and extended the lease of the
Black Sea port of Ukraine to the

Russian Navy. 
In 2017, Ukraine’s eco-

nomic ties with the European
Community began to grow once
again. After many ups and
downs, Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, elected in
2019, appealed to US President
Joe Biden in January 2021 to
allow Ukraine to become a
member of Nato. Russian forces
reached the borders of Ukraine
in mid-2021, but Ukraine nev-
ertheless continued to act against
the wishes of Russia. On
December 7, 2021, Biden threat-
ened to impose economic sanc-
tions on Russia. Since then,
Nato and the US have continued
to adopt an aggressive approach
against Russia. Russia was con-
stantly threatened by the coun-
tries of the European
Community, England and
America.Ignoring these threats,

Russia saw victory for itself in
this war, not only militarily but
also diplomatically. 

It is noteworthy that for
some time, mutual cooperation
between Russia and China has
increased. The US knows that
the understanding between
Russia and China, so far, is lim-
ited to diplomatic and econom-
ic issues. America would never
want it to ignite this to move any
further towards military coop-
eration. Therefore, America’s
non-cooperation towards
Ukraine shows its apprehension.
As far as the economic sanctions
on Ukraine by the US, the
European Community and the
UK are concerned, it is not going
to make much difference to
Russia; rather, it is possible that
it will have adverse impact on
the countries that imposed the
sanctions.
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(The writer is a Professor in
PGDAV College, University

of Delhi. The views
expressed are personal.)
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The Biden administration
ordered new sanctions

blocking Russian business oli-
garchs and others in President
Vladimir Putin's inner circle on
Thursday in response to
Russian forces' fierce pummel-
ing of Ukraine.

Those targeted by the new
sanctions include Putin's press
secretary, Dmitry Peskov, and
Alisher Burhanovich Usmanov,
one of Russia's wealthiest indi-
viduals and a close ally of
Putin.  The US State
Department also announced it
was imposing visa bans on 19
Russian oligarchs and dozens of
their family members and close
associates.

"The goal was to maximise
impact on Putin and Russia
and minimise the harm on us
and our allies and friends
around the world," Biden said
as he noted the new sanctions
at the start of a meeting with his
Cabinet and Vice President
Kamala Harris.

The White House said the
oligarchs and dozens of their
family members will be cut off
from the US financial system. 

Their assets in the United
States will be frozen and their
property will be blocked from
use.

The White House
described Peskov, the Kremlin
spokesman, as "a top purvey-
or of Putin's propaganda." 

The property of Usmanov
and the others will be blocked
from use in the United States
and by Americans. His assets
include his superyacht, one of
the world's largest, that was just
seized by Germany. 

Usmanov's private jet, one
of Russia's largest privately
owned aircraft, is also covered
by the sanctions.

The Usmanov superyacht,

known as Dilbar, is named after
Usmanov's mother and has an
estimated worth of between
$600 million and $735 million,
according to Treasury. 

Dilbar has two helipads
and one of the world's largest
indoor pools ever installed on
a yacht, and costs about $60
million per year to operate. 

The jet targeted is believed
to have cost between $350 mil-
lion and $500 million and was
previously leased out for use by
Uzbekistan's president.

Others targeted Thursday
include Nikolai Tokarev, a
Transneft oil executive; Arkady
Rotenberg, co-owner of the
largest construction company
for gas pipelines and electrical
power supply lines in Russia;
Sergei Chemezov, a former
KGB agent who has long been
close to Putin; Igor Shuvalov, a
former first deputy prime min-
ister and chairman of State
Development Corp.; and
Yevgeniy Prigozhin, a Russian
businessman with close ties to
Putin.

Prigozhin, who is known as
"Putin's chef," was among those
charged in 2018 by the US gov-
ernment as being part of a

wide-ranging effort to sway
political opinion in America
during the 2016 presidential
election.

According to the indict-
ment then, Prigozhin and his
companies provided signifi-
cant funding to the Internet
Research Agency, a St.
Petersburg-based group
accused of using bogus social
media postings and advertise-
ments fraudulently purchased
in the name of Americans to
influence the White House
race.

Deputy US Treasury
Secretary Wally Adeyemo said
Thursday that the Biden
administration would contin-
ue to target Russian elites as it
builds sanctions against the
country. 

He said elites are already
"attempting to get their money
out of Russia, because the
Russian economy is shrinking." 

"We're going to make it
hard for them to use the assets
going forward," Adeyemo said
at an event hosted by The
Washington Post.  He added,
"Our goal then is to find that
money and to freeze that
money and to seize it." 
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The head of the United
Nations' atomic agency a

Ukrainian nuclear plant was
hit by a Russian "projectile"
but that the building was a
training center.

Earlier reports conflicted
over what part of the plant was
affected by fire that broke out
after shelling. Nuclear plant
spokesman Andriy Tuz told
Ukrainian television overnight
that shells fell directly on the
facility, and set fire to reactor
that is not operating and to an
administrative training build-
ing.

International Atomic
Energy Agency Director-
General Rafael Mariano Grossi
said Friday that the building
hit was a training center and
"not part of the reactor." 

He said that the
Ukrainians are still in control
of the reactor.

He added: "What we
understand that this projectile
is coming from the Russian
forces. We do not have details
of what kind of projectile it is."

He said there has been no
release of radiation and that
the fire had been extin-
guished. He said two people
on the site were injured in the
fire. He said that only one
reactor at the plant is operat-
ing, at about 60%.
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Norway's Prime Minister
Jonas Gahr Støre said the

Russian shelling that led to a
fire at Europe's biggest nuclear
plant was "in line with mad-
ness." 

The fire was put out early
Friday and Ukrainian officials
said that radiation levels in the
area weren't at dangerous lev-
els.

If there were a leak, "it will
take about 48 hours before it
arrives in Norway," Gahr Store
told Norwegian broadcaster
NRK. In Lithuania, President
Gitanas Nauseda described the
attacks by Russian forces on
Ukraine's nuclear power plants
as "nuclear terrorism" and
called for an immediate inter-
national response to "Russia's
nuclear crimes."

The world learned of the
1986 Chernobyl disaster in the
Soviet Union only after height-
ened radiation was detected in
Sweden. Norway, which neigh-
bors Sweden, was also able to
measure higher-than-normal
level of radioactivity 36 years
ago.

In recent days, there have
been reports that sales of iodine
tablets in Sweden and
Denmark have increased
sharply since Russia's invasion
of Ukraine, with authorities
saying there is no reason for
people to be taking iodine
tablets linked to events in
Ukraine. 
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Japan is sending bulletproof
vests, helmets and other

defence supplies to Ukraine to
help the country fight Russia's
invasion.It is a rare move by
Japan, which has a principle of
not shipping defense supplies

to countries in conflict.
Chief Cabinet Secretary

Hirokazu Matsuno told
reporters Friday that shipping
and other logistical details are
being finalized after a decision
by the National Security
Council. Bulletproof vests,
helmets, tents, as well as gen-

erators, food, winter clothes
and medical supplies will be
delivered by Self-Defense Force
aircraft, Matsuno said.The
planned shipment comes after
a request from Ukraine. Japan,
because of its pacifist princi-
ples, is supplying only non-
lethal goods, Matsuno said.
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Outraged by the invasion of
Ukraine, lawmakers in

New Jersey's largest city lashed
out at one of the closest sym-
bols of Russia they could find
- a pair of Lukoil gas stations.

The Newark City Council
voted unanimously Wednesday
to ask the city's business
administrator to suspend the
service stations' operating
licenses, citing Lukoil's base in
Moscow.

In doing so, however, they
may have predominantly been
hurting Americans. The sta-
tions are franchises owned by
locals, not Russians. They
employ mostly New Jersey res-
idents. And the gasoline sold at
the stations comes from a local
Phillips 66 refinery. 

The campaign targeting
the gas stations is one example
of collateral damage from the
backlash against Russia, as
government officials and cus-
tomers race to show their sup-
port for Ukraine by boycotting
products and companies - or
things they perceive to be
Russian.

Roger Verma, a New Jersey
resident who immigrated from

India 45 years ago, has owned
the franchise for one of the
Lukoil stations in Newark since
2005. He said the decision to
yank his license left him baffled
and concerned that he could be
put out of business, which
would affect his 16 employees.

"Let me be clear that I
stand with Ukraine and I'm
fully in support of Russian
sanctions," Verma said
Wednesday in front of
Newark's City Hall. "But I'm
baffled and confused how peo-
ple sitting in these positions
without having any of their
facts together and without hav-
ing full knowledge of how
things are done can introduce
and change laws and change
people's lives just like that."

In some places, people
have been pouring out
Smirnoff vodka, not realising
that the beverage is owned by
an English company and the
bottles consumed in the U.S.
Are distilled in Illinois.

Charlie Tgibedes, owner of

Box Seats, a restaurant and
sports bar in North Attleboro,
Massachusetts, told The Sun
Chronicle newspaper he's not
ordering more vodka from
Russian companies but ques-
tioned the wisdom of tossing
what he already has.

"It looks good doing it, but
the stuff is already in the build-
ing and paid for. You're just
hurting yourself dumping it
down the drain," he said.

On social media, people
have called for boycotts of
Lukoil stations, which operate
in 11 states, mainly in the
northeastern U.S. Newark offi-
cials said going after the Lukoil
stations was the moral thing to
do, even if they are locally
owned."All of us are horrified
by the images we're seeing"
from Russia's invasion of
Ukraine, Council Member
Anibal Ramos said Wednesday. 

"Today Newark is standing
in solidarity with a number of
countries around the world
who are supporting democra-
cy and taking sanctions against
the Russian federation."

A phone message couldn't
be left at a listing for Lukoil
Americas Corp. In New York,
and the corresponding website

appeared to be inoperative. 
Meanwhile, multiple news

outlets reported that the com-
pany issued a statement calling
for a "fast resolution for the
military conflict" through
diplomatic means.

It wasn't immediately clear
Thursday when the Newark
stations' licenses would be
revoked, or if the city admin-
istrator might halt the suspen-
sion. 

Ramos, who introduced
the resolution, said he antici-
pated it would still happen.

Sal Risalvato, executive
director of New Jersey
Gasoline, Convenience Store
and Automotive Association,
called the crackdown on the
stations "nothing more than
political theater."

"All of the station owners
condemn what Russia is doing
in Ukraine, but do not deserve
to lose their businesses and
their investments because of
Russia's bad behavior,"
Risalvato wrote in an email. 

Ramos said the license sus-
pension in Newark is meant to
be temporary and his office had
received calls from employers
offering to give jobs to any
affected gas station workers. 
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Apowerful suicide blast
ripped through a crowded

Shia mosque during the Friday
congregation here in northwest
Pakistan, killing at least 57
people and wounding nearly
200 others, in one of the dead-
liest attacks in the restive
province, bordering
Afghanistan.

A rescue official said the
blast occurred at a Jamia
mosque in Qissa Khwani
bazaar area in Peshawar when
the worshippers were offering
Friday prayers.

No group immediately
claimed responsibility for the
blast in Peshawar, the provin-
cial capital of Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa which borders
Afghanistan. 

However, the Islamic State
and sectarian militant groups
have claimed responsibility for
the deadly attacks targeting
Shias in the past.

Mohammad Asim, a
spokesperson for Lady Reading
Hospital (LRH), confirmed
that at least 57 people were
killed while 194 were injured in
the blast. Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa government
spokesman Barrister
Mohammad Ali Saif said the
explosion was a suicide bomb-
ing. He added that two ter-

rorists were involved in the
attack.

Talking to the media,
Peshawar SSP Operations
Haroon Rasheed Khan said
the explosion was a suicide
blast. There were two attackers
but only one of them was a sui-
cide bomber, he said.

An eyewitness identified a
person as dressed in black as
the suicide bomber, saying he
entered the mosque, shot and
killed the security guard first
and then fired five to six bul-
lets. "After that, he quickly
entered the [mosque's] main
hall and blew himself up in
front of the pulpit. Following
this, there were bodies and
injured people lying every-
where," the eyewitness told
Geo News.

An emergency has been
declared in the hospital and
doctors on leave were sum-
moned.  Officials said the con-
dition of some of the injured is
stated to be critical. Capital City
Police Officer Peshawar Ijaz
Ahsan said two attackers tried
to enter the mosque and fired
at the policemen standing
guard. 

One policeman was killed
while the other was critically
injured, he said. The blast
occurred following the firing
incident, he added.

President Arif Alvi con-

demned the blast and
expressed grief over the pre-
cious lives lost. 

Prime Minister Imran
Khan strongly condemned the
Peshawar blast while Interior
Minister Sheikh Rashid Ahmed
sought a report of the incident
from the Chief Secretary and
IG of the province.

Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa
Chief Minister Mahmood
Khan condemned the blast 

and vowed to bring the
perpetrators of this heinous act
to justice.

He said targeting people in
a place of worship is an inhu-
man and cruel act and direct-
ed authorities to ensure the best
medical care to the injured.

He has convened an emer-
gency meeting at Chief
Minister's House to review the
overall security situation in
the province, bordering
Afghanistan. 

"Heart-wrenching terrorist
incident in Peshawar in which
so many precious lives have
been lost. Words can't ade-
quately condemn the sheer
brutality. Terrorism continues
to remain our foremost nation-
al challenge. Prayers & condo-
lences are with the bereaved
families!" PML-N President
and Leader of the Opposition
in the National Assembly
Shehbaz Sharif tweeted. 
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The Sensex and Nifty lurched
lower for the third day run-

ning on Friday, in lockstep with
global equities, as risk-off sen-
timent prevailed amid Russia
stepping up its military offensive
against Ukraine. A depreciating
rupee, elevated oil prices and
heavy selling by foreign investors
also contributed to the decline,
traders said.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
opened weak and slumped over
1,200 points to the day's low of
53,887.72, before recouping

some losses to close at 54,333.81,
down by 768.87 points or 1.40
per cent.

Similarly, the broader NSE
Nifty slumped 252.70 points or
1.53 per cent to end at 16,245.35.
Titan, Maruti Suzuki, Asian
Paints, Mahindra & Mahindra,
Hindustan Unilever, Bajaj
Finance and Axis Bank were the
biggest drags on the Sensex,
tumbling up to 5.05 per cent. In
contrast, Dr Reddy's
Laboratories, ITC, Tech
Mahindra, UltraTech Cement,
Sun Pharma and Wipro were
among the gainers, spurting as

much as 2.95 per cent. Market
breadth was negative, with 23 of
the 30 Sensex counters closing
in the red.

"Global bourses are wit-
nessing a sharp sell-off as reports
of Russian attack on Europe's
biggest nuclear plant in Ukraine
kept tension levels elevated.
Rising oil prices along with
uncertainties on supply chain
disruption have instilled fears
that inflation could cross RBI's
tolerance level, though tem-
porarily," according to Vinod
Nair, Head of Research at Geojit
Financial Services.
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The rupee on Friday slid
below the 76-mark for the

first time this year and settled
at an 11-week low as investors 

assessed the global eco-
nomic impact of the Russia-
Ukraine conflict amid rising
crude oil prices.

The rupee fell by 23 paise
at close to 76.17 against the US
dollar, the lowest closing level
since December 15, 2021.

Persistent foreign fund
outflows and a weak trend in
domestic equities also weighed
on the local unit, forex traders

said.
At the interbank foreign

exchange market, the rupee
opened weak at 76.06 against
the American dollar and fell
further during the session as
investors dumped riskier assets.
The domestic unit oscillated
between a high of 75.99 and a
low of 76.22 during the session.

The rupee this week has
weakened by 1.11 per cent or 84
paise, making it second straight
week of losses for the local unit
due to persistent forex outflows
and rising crude oil prices. 

"Recent market environ-
ment continues to favour a
stronger dollar against rupee as
there are high chances of the
government missing fiscal tar-

get following a surge in crude
oil prices and delay in diversi-
fication. Higher commodity
prices could turn into import-
ed inflation and the central
bank will be forced to
change stance in coming
months," HDFC Securities
Research Analyst Dilip Parmar
said.

Spot USD/INR is expect-
ed to stay right with resistance
in the range of 76.30 to 76.50
while the support has been
shifted to 75.70, he noted.

Looking ahead, the war in
Ukraine will remain the pri-
mary focus along with com-
modity prices in particular
crude oil and gold, Parmar
said.
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Investors' wealth tumbled
more than Rs 5.59 lakh crore

in three days of market fall as
sentiments remained muted
amid the Russia-Ukraine con-
flict and its impact on the
global economy.

Continuing its decline for
the third day on Friday, the BSE
gauge plummeted 1,214.96
points or 2.20 per cent to
53,887.72 during the day. It set-
tled at 54,333.81, a decline of
768.87 points or 1.40 per cent.

In three days, the bench-

mark index tanked 1,913.47
points or 3.40 per cent.
Tracking decline in equities, the
market capitalisation of BSE-
listed companies plunged Rs
5,59,623.71 crore to Rs
2,46,79,421.38 crore in three
days. "Markets ended the week
with a sharp cut, reflecting the
feeble global sentiment. After
the sharp reaction in early
trade, the benchmark oscillat-
ed in the broader range to final-
ly settle around the day's low,"
Ajit Mishra, vice-president
(research) of Religare Broking
Ltd, said.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday said the

Budget announcement of Rs
19,500 crore for high-efficien-
cy solar module manufacturing
will help in making India a
global hub for manufacturing
and Research & Development
of solar modules and related
products.

Addressing a webinar on
'Energy for Sustainable Growth',
the Prime  Minister said
"Provisions have also been
made in this year's budget
regarding battery swapping pol-
icy and inter-operability stan-
dards."

"These will reduce the
problems faced in the use of
electric vehicles in India", he
said.This is ninth webinar in the
series of post-budget webinars
addressed by the Prime
Minister.He said that sustain-
able growth is possible only
through sustainable energy
sources.The Prime Minister
reiterated his commitment
made at Glasgow to reach Net
Zero by 2070. He also men-
tioned his vision of  LIFE per-
taining to an environmentally
sustainable lifestyle.

He  talked of a target of
achieving 500 gigawatt non-fos-
sil energy capacity and achiving
50 per cent of installed energy

capacity through non-fossil
energy by 2030.

"Whatever targets India has
set for itself, I do not see them
as a challenges but as opportu-
nity. India is moving with this
vision in last few years and the
same has been taken forward at
policy level in this year's bud-
get", he said.

This budget has announced
19,500 crore for high-efficien-
cy solar module manufacturing
which will help in making
India a global hub for manu-
facturing and R&D of solar
modules and related products.

Referring to recently
announced National Hydrogen
Mission, the Prime Minister
said India can become hub of
green hydrogen given its inher-
ent advantage in the form of
abundant renewable energy
power. He asked for private sec-
tor efforts in the area.

The Prime Minister
emphasized that along with

energy production, energy sav-
ing is equally important for sus-
tainability.

"You should work on how
to make more Energy Efficient
A/C, Efficient heaters, geysers,
ovens in our country", he
exhorted the participants.

Stressing the need to pri-
oritize energy efficient prod-
ucts, the Prime Minister gave
the example of promotion of
LED bulbs at large scale. He said
that first the government
brought down the cost of LED
bulbs by promoting production
and then 37 crore LED bulbs
were distributed under the
Ujala scheme.This has led to
saving of forty eight thousand
million Kilo Watt Hour elec-
tricity and saving of about 20
thousand crore rupees in the
electricity bills of poor and
middle class families.
Furthermore, annual carbon
emission saw a decline of 4
crore tonnes. Local bodies are
saving 6 thousand crore rupees
every year due to adoption of
LED bulbs in street lights, he
added.Coal gasification is a
clean alternative to coal, the
Prime Minister noted. 

In this year's budget, for
coal gasification, 4 pilot projects
have been announced which
will help in firming up techni-
cal and financial viability of
these projects. 
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India's forex reserves declined
by USD 1.425 billion to USD

631.527 billion for the week
ended in February 25 due to a
dip in currency assets, accord-
ing to the Reserve Bank data
released on Friday.

The overall reserves had
increased by USD 2.762 billion
to USD 632.952 billion in the
previous reporting week.
During the reporting week,
the foreign currency assets

(FCA) declined by USD 2.228
billion to USD 564.832 billion.

Expressed in dollar terms,
the foreign currency assets
include the effect of apprecia-
tion or depreciation of non-US
units like the euro, pound and
yen held in the foreign
exchange reserves.

The value of the gold
reserves continued its north-
ward journey and increased by
USD 958 million to USD
42.467 billion in the reporting
week, the data showed.
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GlobalData, a London-
based data analytics and con-
sulting company, on Friday
said it has lowered India's
economy growth forecast to 7.8
per cent for 2022 due to the
nation's exports being impact-
ed by the Russia-Ukraine war
and spiking oil prices causing
ripple effects.  In a statement,
it said rupee is likely to further
depreciate against US dollar
while soaring commodity
prices will push inflation up.
However, Indian banking sec-
tor will likely remain resilient.

"The ongoing Russia-
Ukraine war will have a nega-
tive impact on India's exports
and spike in oil prices will cause
ripple effects on input prices

and consumer goods leading to
inflationary pressures.

"Against this backdrop,
GlobalData revises down the
country's economy growth
forecast by 0.1 percentage point
to 7.8 per cent for 2022," the
statement said.

Ukraine and Russia
together accounted for 2.2 per
cent share of total imports of
India in 2020. India mainly
imports mineral fuels (34 per
cent of the total imports),
natural pearls and semi-pre-
cious stones (14 per cent), fer-
tilisers (10 per cent), petrole-
um oils and crude (5.6 per
cent) from Russia, and animal
or vegetable fat and oils (74.9
per cent of the total imports),
fertilisers (11 per cent), and
inorganic chemicals (3.5 per

cent) from Ukraine.
The prices of these items

are projected to shoot up in the
short-term, GlobalData said.

Gargi Rao, Economic
Research Analyst at
GlobalData, commented, "In
the short-term, Indian traders
may feel the pinch of higher oil
and gas prices along with delays
in shipment and movement of
assignments across Black Sea."

Inflation rate is already on
the rise due to increase in
prices of fuel and edible oils.

GlobalData forecast that
the ongoing geopolitical risks
arising from the Russia-Ukraine
war would further push the
inflation rate to 5.5 per cent in
2022 compared to 5.1 per cent
in 2021.nt climate might dete-
riorate. 
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The kitchen is not just a cook-
ing space anymore, but a
lifestyle space and we all

dream of a spacious kitchen with
sky-high ceilings and tons of natur-
al lighting through massive win-
dows. Here are five clever and chic
design ideas on how a differentiat-
ed design approach can help you
with more room in your kitchen
area than you could have ever
imagined!

Play with heights of the coun-
ters and the overhead cabinets:

A mid-height counter unit can
be used to install all appliances at a
comfortable working height while
unlocking the extra counter space
above. These higher counters can
also be used as a breakfast table or
partition units. Adding extra height
to the overhead unit gives space to
store less frequently used items in
the kitchen.

Choose your appliances wisely:
Adding a built-in fridge and a tall
unit with a combi microwave oven
frees up the counter space. One can
also look at installing a cooking
range to bring all cooking require-
ments under the hob itself, leaving
the rest of the area to be planned for
storage. Recently, warmer drawers
have gained popularity to keep
counters clean by tucking away all
the utensils once cooking is done.
For a small kitchen, it makes even
more sense since the counters are
free with food waiting in the draw-
er till mealtime. Additionally, in
today’s hybrid working environ-
ment, it is essential to manage time
well and a sink piled up with uten-
sils would not help at all. Appliances
such as dishwashers not only saves
water but also doesn’t occupy a lot
of space. It gets the utensils squeaky

clean and dry in a short period sav-
ing you sink and counter space too. 

Create a pull-out pantry:
If you’re adding shelves for storage,
you don’t want them to look clut-
tered. Enter a pull-out pantry, which
makes use of an awkward nook next
to the refrigerator and hides
unsightly dry goods behind a super-
useful chalkboard door.

Add a prep area:
You may not have space to expand
or add a full island, so think about
bringing in a slim rolling kitchen
cart or bar cart to serve as extra
counter space. Even a narrow con-
sole can work as a spot to set tools
and ingredients on while you cook.

Use light colours to visually
expand kitchen:
The lighter the kitchen, the larger it
can feel. Sometimes, keeping an
especially light palette on counter-
tops, backsplashes, walls, and mill-
work also helps a small kitchen feel
more open. If you’re not in the mar-
ket for a full renovation, consider the
cooking tools that you always have
out: Cutting boards, pots and pans,
and linens can all lift a space if you
opt for pieces in light shades.

(The author is an architect.)

“We now accept the fact that learning is a lifelong
process of keeping abreast of change. And the most
pressing task is to teach people how to learn.”

— Peter Drucker

Shifting demographics, along with the rise of tech-
nology and automation, are changing the way we

work and the way we learn. The 21st century
demands the reskilling and upskilling of the acad-
emic force. A reskilling of new knowledge, mindsets,
and skills will need to occur across all positions to
develop a more agile workforce that is mentally and
emotionally prepared to succeed in the transform-
ing educational arena. 

As a new school year approaches and the glob-
al pandemic remains, educators are bracing for these
unforeseen changes. The abrupt shift to distance
learning has directly challenged the knowledge,
mindsets, and skills of our teaching workforce. Skills
that were just ‘nice-to-have’ in digital integration have
become ‘must-haves,’ and the traditional classroom
management and instructional design methods
which no longer applied have turned outdated.
Educators are now required to embrace a high level
of ambiguity as guidelines and expectations shifted
weekly. 

With so much happening, teaching and learn-
ing will not look the same again regardless of in-per-
son, hybrid, or virtual learning models thus making
upskilling and reskilling initiatives once considered
prudent as now essential. 

In the education sector, the need to identify
upskilling within the existing competencies of the
existing workforce of teachers, counsellors and other
staff is important. 

Schools need to help the staff attain digital com-
petency and help them become adept in handling dig-
ital platforms, enhancing their technical skills and
familiarising them with the virtual norms. Reskilling
for new competencies will have to be considered with
the advent of LMS platforms, use of virtual instruc-
tion software, polling, and digital formative assess-
ment tools, technical troubleshooting for hybrid and
virtual learning.

The academic staff would also have to be
trained in the health and safety-related protocols con-

cerning the classroom management, class sizes, seat-
ing arrangements, clear and consistent routines and
procedures and even instructional strategies about
handling a virtual session, in class session and even
a hybrid session. Classroom management training
about the expectations for camera use, chat and head-
phones, screen and digital monitoring FAQs etc will
also be needed.

The instructional design will also have to
undergo major changes and the workforce will need
to be reskilled upskilled to design new models of
teaching and learning such as the gradual release
model, new tactics about to formative assessments,
the models of teaching and instructions for small
groups, no contact collaborative exercises and dif-
ferentiated tactics to address learning gaps.

Counsellors and teachers would have to upskill
to handle students who have experienced learning
and/or trauma that will affect their readiness to learn
and handle social situations. 

Parents too could receive training on leading
guided or independent practice with students at
home. Counsellors might need to be trained to take
daily small-group instruction on health and wellness
to ease classroom sizes. Even bus drivers might play
a role in providing basic in-person technical support
for virtual students and teachers.

In fact, HR too will need to recalibrate hiring and
development by identifying the present and future
state of skill development and removing barriers and
building bridges along with new and existing com-
petencies.

Last, even at the district and state level, there will
be a need to examine how coaching and evaluation
processes align and support revamped expectations. 

Given new conditions, our education system
faces the monumental task of aligning the entire aca-
demic force to the present scenario. Schools will have
to ensure an ‘all-hands-on-deck’ pandemic response
across every area of expertise and train their staff
accordingly. It is rightly said that, “the illiterate of the
21st Century will not be those who cannot read and
write, but those who cannot learn, unlearn and
relearn.”

(The author is the CMO, Birla Edutech.)

The concept of “Work From
Home” and working from

remote locations has been there.
But, who would have imagined that
the world would work from home
for almost two straight years now?
Corporates and brands sought
alternate work arrangements and
reimagined the remote work or
work from home options. We saw
the paradigm shift and adoption,
even from the brands and indus-
tries who were hesitant initially,
currently are encouraging employ-
ees to work from their preferred
places now.  The industry reports
suggest hybrid work policy, or
work from home options are
becoming the ‘new normal’. While
there are a lot of businesses that
demand the physical presence of
their employees. For others, work
from home is giving comfort and
increasing the productivity and
performance of the employees.

Coming to the adoption of
smart wearables and before that a
saying by the American director,
Godfrey Reggio — “It’s not that we
use technology, we live technology.”
Today, this statement stands true for
everyone. The last few years accel-
erated the digital transformation
that led to increased digital adop-
tion and created opportunities for
businesses and brands to meet that
demand. As work from home
becomes a part of the new normal,
it has also augmented the growth of
the smart home, smart entertain-
ment, and the smart wearables
segments. People have realised the
need to digitise their surroundings
to manage workloads. They realised
the need to stay updated and con-
nected and this drove the demand
for consumer wearables including
smartwatches and earphones. 

Wearable devices are not new
and include far more than just
smart glasses or smartwatches. In
fact, they date back to the 1960s,
when Bell helicopter experimented
with head-mounted displays cou-
pled with an infrared camera - pro-
viding military helicopter pilots
with the ability to land at night in
rough terrain. Today, wearables
have officially arrived. With the
Work from Home trend induced by
the pandemic, there arose the need
for adoption of the connected
devices category, as people are
looking for new-age tech solutions
to help them in their daily tasks.

The level of adoption of smart
wearables has been astonishing and
as per the IDC report, the Indian
wearables market saw 93.8 per cent
year-on-year growth in July to
September 2021. This is proof that
consumers seek unique product
experiences. These minimalist yet
powerful gadgets have become a
popular choice for purchase. The
innovation in products to enhance

customer experience comes to the
forefront when we see brands offer-
ing premium features on a budget.
I am in awe of how evolutionary the
smart wearables industry is. 

While the young workforce
adapted quickly to the home setup
and optimised their working with
suitable gadgets, families small or
big took time to balance work and
life but latched onto the trend
sooner than quicker. Working par-
ents demanded smartwatches for
kids to monitor their sleep, screen
time and activity. While they invest-
ed in earbuds to cancel the back-
ground noise and attend calls with-
out interference. 

From working from home to
working out at home, wearables
such as TWS and smartwatches
have become an integral part of
people’s lives. With people becom-
ing more conscious about their fit-
ness, wireless devices became inte-
gral to monitor their heartbeat, oxy-
gen levels and steps. Others need-
ed earbuds to attend virtual meet-
ings, classes and for entertain-
ment, be it playing virtual games or
binge-watching. This only suggests
that being uber-mobile is the way
forward for the people and being
connected even without being
physically connected. 

Interestingly, the pandemic
nudged the traditional watch users
to switch to smartwatches since it

offers a more holistic experience at
the same price point of a normal
wristwatch. The transition is slow,
but very prominent. This is testa-
ment to the fact that people are
choosing ease, comfort, and seam-
lessness. 

Working professionals like me
swear by the smartwatch and ear-
buds because it helps multitask, not
miss any emails, keep track of my
body movements,  and set
reminders when necessary. What is
fascinating to note is that every
decade we see reduced size of gad-
gets that we are getting hooked to.
From desktops to tablets to smart-
phones to smart watches, the screen
sizes have reduced but individual
dependency has increased. 

However, utility is one part of
the wearable’s spectrum; the other
part is aesthetics. As the demand for
smart wearables increased, the style
gurus of every individual took the
forefront too. This is a growing
trend. Smartwatches and earbuds
will not only be used for their pri-
mary usage, but also as a fashion
statement, same as we do for our
regular wear, party wear and differ-
ent outfits and fashion accessories
for different occasions. Soon a day
will arrive when people have more
than one TWS earbuds and an
equal number of smartwatches to
mix and match their look for the
day and stand out in the crowd. 

Wearables have the potential to
change our lives and society.
Regardless of the form we choose,
the benefits of wearables are
becoming more commonplace
every day. They have come a long
way from the simple step counters
and fitness trackers of the past and
have become a major part of our
daily wardrobe. They provide ubiq-
uitous, personalised services to the
end users and are equipped with a
range of sensors. Wearable devices
will continue to be refined and opti-
mized. 

WFH or not, the wearables
will continue to thrive and by
manifolds in the coming time.
Consumers today see it as an exten-
sion of their work life requirement,
entertainment solution, lifestyle
and fitness regime. Brands must
take actions now that prepare for
the disruptive opportunities and
evolving platforms that wil l
inevitably be forthcoming. By
examining trends in wearable tech-
nology, emergence of 5G, ML and
AIoT at large and against the back-
drop of consumer expectations
and industry shifts, brands should
work to develop hypotheses about
consumer expectations, technolo-
gy breakthroughs and industry
adoption.

(The author is the CEO,
DIZO India.)
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New Delhi, 4th March
2022: The Basketball

Federation of India (BFI)
and International Basketball
Federation (FIBA) backed
3x3 Pro Basketball League
(3BL) is returning for the
third straight season. The
season is scheduled to tip off
in Chandigarh from 5th
March with the finals sched-
uled on 21st March 2022.

The announcement was
made earlier today by Mr.
Rohit Bakshi, 3BL
Commissioner and Mrs.
Prerna Sharma, Director,
3BL. Also in attendance at
the press conference in Taj
Mahal hotel, were BFI
Secretary General Mr.
Chander Mukhi Sharma,
alongside the top Indian
and foreign participating
players. Mr. Vikas Bansal
and Mr. Rajeev Tiwari, the

owners of Gurugram
Masters franchise, which is
the reigning champion in the
men's league, were present as
well.

"We are happy to grant
exclusive rights to 3BL's pro-
fessional league as an added
avenue for our star players to
shine," Mr. Chander Mukhi
Sharma said. "3BL will pro-
vide additional income and
exposure to many Indian
basketball athletes."

"We strongly believe
India will be in 2024 Paris
Olympics. By the end of
3BL Season 3, Indian teams'
global FIBA 3x3 federation
ranking should be at least
30th, from the current 70th
(in men) and 55th (in
women). This will give India
a boost we all have been

waiting for," Mr. Rohit
Bakshi said.

"We would like to thank
Nivia for coming on board as
the official Apparel Partner,
Wyndham Chandigarh
Mohali as the Hospitality &
Venue Partner, and Boxo
Singh Sports Worldwide Pvt.

Ltd. as the Name Partner,"
Mrs. Prerna Sharma said.
"Being a woman entrepre-
neur myself, it gives me
great joy to have our path-
breaking Women's League
return for a second straight
season."

3BL Season 3 will be live

streamed on Sony LIV, with
additional weekly special
programming to be aired on
Sony Six.

Twelve men's teams and
six women's teams are par-
ticipating across six rounds.
Winners will be announced
at the end of each round, and
the winner of the final round
will be crowned the overall
champion.

The detailed fixtures and
team rosters are attached
separately.

Besides attractive
salaries, prize money and
FIBA 3x3 ranking points to
individual players, the top
teams also get the chance to
compete at prestigious FIBA
3x3 World Tour events.

"We Will Defend our
Title"
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Yuki Bhambri returned
to Davis Cup action
with a commanding
win while Ramkumar

Ramanathan did not even need
his 'A game' to emerge victori-
ous as India grabbed a 2-0 lead
in the World Group I Play-off
tie against Denmark, here on
Friday.

Taking full advantage of the
Danish player's discomfort on
the low bounce grass court,
Ramkumar cruised to a 6-3 6-
2 win over Christian Siggsgaard,
ranked as low as 824, in the
opening singles of the tie at
Delhi Gymkhana Club.

There was hardly any fight
in the match, that lasted just 59
minutes, as Christian made it
easy for the 170th-ranked
Indian with his unending
unforced errors.

Yuki, playing Davis Cup for
the first time since 2017, dou-
bled India's lead with a 6-4 6-4
win in the second singles against
Mikael Torpegaard, who,
though served and stroked con-
fidently to keep the Indian
camp on edge.

It was clear that India's
strategy to host Denmark on
grass courts worked well as

tackling the low bounce indeed
troubled the visitors.

Rohan Bopanna and Divij
Sharan will now strive to seal the
tie for India on Saturday when
they take court for the doubles
match against Frederik Nielsen
and Johannes Ingildsen.

If they win, India will keep
their place in the World Group
I and the reverse singles will be
rendered inconsequential.

"In Davis Cup, it's more
about fighting than playing
well. I fought well and hard
today," Yuki said after his win.

"The match was always on
my racquet, it was always in my
control. It was a matter of
stringing a few points together,"
he said when asked about score-
line changing from 4-1 to 5-4 in
second set.

Skipper Rohit Rajpal
praised both his singles players.

"Yuki played at a high level.
He was match sharp.
Ramkumar too played with
confidence. He was sharp in the
first set. The idea was to keep it
low and trouble them. The
players executed the strategy
well. We had planned to go up
2-0 and we did that," he said.

Ramkumar too was pleased
with his effort.

"I served pretty well, I was

sharp. The team and fan support
also made the big difference. I
just had to stay with the ball and
make returns. A few free points
also did the trick," he said.

Despite dropping his serve
in the opening game,
Torpegaard did not let Yuki
seize the momentum.

Whether it was stroking
from baseline, serving, swift
movement on both flanks or
charging the net, Torpegaard
did all to prevent it from becom-
ing a one-sided affair like the
first singles.

He got the break back in the
fourth game and what followed

was engrossing tennis from
both the players. Yuki broke his
rival one more time -- in the
ninth game -- and saved break
chances in the 10th to eventu-
ally nose ahead.

The first game of the second
set was the most fiercely-fought
game of the day as it featured as

many as five deuce points.
Ironically, it ended with

Torpegaard's double fault and all
the hard work the Danish play-
er had put in came to a naught.
Yuki made it 2-0 with a hold in
the next game.

The perfectly placed fore-
hand slices gave Yuki another

chance to break in the third
game. Torpegaard only helped
Yuki's cause when he netted a
half-volley.

From there on, it looked
like a formality though
Torpegaard kept fighting hard.
Yuki dropped serve in the
eighth game when he was serv-
ing for the match and soon
from 4-1 it was 5-4.

Yuki ensured there was no
more drama as he served out
the match in the 10th game
when Torpegaard could not
return the ball with his back-
hand.

In the first singles,
Christian struggled with his
serve, committing as many as
three double faults in the sec-
ond game of the opening set
and was down a breakpoint but
Ramkumar could not capitalise
on that chance.

Ramkumar mostly used
backhand slices for returns and
stayed solid on his service
games. Christian again handed
Ramkumar a break chance
when he double-faulted at 30-
all in the fourth game.

A long rally ensued with
both players putting to use
their backhand slice stroke but
Ramkumar eventually pre-
vailed.
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Ace shuttler Kidambi Srikanth
admits it was frustrating to miss

out on the India Open after con-
tracting COVID-19 but says he's
fortunate to recover quickly from
the infection and his main priori-
ty this year is to defend the
Commonwealth Games gold.

After struggling for the last few
years, Srikanth finally got his
rhythm back when he claimed the
World Championship silver medal
at Huelva, Spain in December last
but he couldn't continue the
momentum as he tested positive for
COVID-19 and couldn't participate
in the India Open Super 500 and
Syed Modi International.

"It was frustrating but it is
something I had no control over. I
wanted to play the events in India
as I felt I had a very good chance to
win the tournament," said Srikanth,
one of the seven Indian players who
withdrew from the India Open after
testing positive for the virus.

"I had mild symptoms. I was in
isolation for around 10 days.

Fortunately, I recovered quickly
and once the test came negative, I
started training immediately."

Srikanth will start the season
with the German Open Super 300
(March 8-13) before competing at
the prestigious All England
Championships (March 16-20) and
end the tour with the Swiss Open
Super 300 (March 22-27).

However, the 29-year-old said
his main priority is to retain the
gold he had won in 2018 Gold
Coast Commonwealth Games.

"The Commonwealth Games is
very important for me as I am the
defending champion. Asian Games
is also important and in between,
there is the World Championship,"
said Srikanth, who is leaving for
Germany on Saturday.

"This is an important year and
I just want to train well and play to
the best of my ability. I have a very
high chance of winning gold in
individuals at CWG. But I will have
to be really fit and be able to train
well, be match-ready before CWG

and implement my plans."
So, has he achieved the level

that fetched him four titles in 2017?
"I don't want to compare. That

was a different phase. Now I am
playing well. Getting better from
here and being more consistent
remains the aim," he said.

A former World No. 1, Srikanth
endured a difficult phase after 2018
with frequent injuries and loss of
form, affecting his performance in
the international circuit.

"I felt because of the injuries I
couldn't play well," said the current
World No. 11 from Guntur.

"I was trying to play well, pull
out close matches, and be in the
mix. I thought the whole set of
events, beginning with the
Sudirman Cup, I was playing well.
I played 9 to 10 tournaments till the
World Championships.

"I was kind of happy with my
progress. It gave me that confidence.
At the World Championship, I just
wanted to be there, thinking about
one match at a time. I just wanted
to play well and not think about
finals."
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The Russian Paralympic Committee
will leave Beijing and has no imme-

diate plans for legal action.
The PRC issued a statement Friday

criticizing the decision to exclude Russian
athletes from the Paralympics and said
the move was "absolutely politicized."

It said its lawyers had determined
that the Court of Arbitration for Sport
would not be able to render a decision
"during the accelerated proceedings."

The RPC said it reserved "the right
to apply to the appropriate internation-
al and national court" later at its own dis-
cretion. It said it was not "worthwhile at
the current time to remain in Beijing" and
planned to leave. The team is expected
to fly out on March 6.

The RPC also criticized Thomas
Bach, the president of the International
Olympic Committee, who earlier this
week recommended that "international
sports federations and sports event orga-
nizers not invite or allow the participa-
tion of Russian and Belarusian athletes
and officials in international competi-
tions."

It said Bach's move lead "to the
degradation and collapse of the world
sport."
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Ukraine wants to post-
pone its World Cup

qualifying playoff against
Scotland, FIFA said, amid a
shutdown in domestic soccer
during the invasion by
Russia.

"FIFA can confirm it has
received a request from the
Ukrainian Association of
Football today to postpone
their matches scheduled for
March," world soccer's gov-
erning body said on
Thursday.

Ukraine is set to play
Scotland in Glasgow on
March 24, with the winner
then taking on either Wales
or Austria five days later for
a place at this year's World
Cup in Qatar.

A large part of Ukraine's
team is typically made up of
players playing for domestic
clubs such as Dynamo Kyiv
and Shakhtar Donetsk. They
have been disrupted by the
national league stopping last
week and many players who
are not from Ukraine left the
country to seek safety.

FIFA said it was in talks

with Scottish officials and
European soccer body UEFA
"to find an appropriate solu-
tion. FIFA expresses its deep-
est solidarity to everybody
affected by what is happen-
ing in Ukraine."

One option would be to
postpone the games in the
four-team playoff bracket
until the next national-team
match dates in June. The
global World Cup qualifying
program has already seen

several delays because of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

The draw for the tourna-
ment is scheduled for April 1
in Doha, but at least two of
the 32 entries will not be
known by that date.

The final two places are
set to be decided in June
when four teams - from Asia,
North or Central America,
South America and Oceania
- go to Qatar for the intercon-
tinental playoffs. Ukraine

has qualified for the World
Cup only once since becom-
ing an independent soccer
nation 30 years ago, reaching
the quarterfinals in 2006.
Ukraine also reached the
quarterfinals at the European
Championship last year.

Russia was also set to
take part in the World Cup
playoffs and is challenging a
FIFA decision to suspend
the country from interna-
tional soccer.
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The race walking trio of Bhawna Jat,
Ravina and Munita Prajapati

scripted history by winning the coun-
try's maiden women's 20km team
medal, a bronze, at the World Athletics
Race Walking Team Championships
here on Friday.

China and Greece won the gold
and silver respectively.

Ravina produced the best finish
by an Indian in the women's 20km
event at 14th spot with a time of one
hour 40 minutes 22 seconds.

The experienced Bhawna Jat, a
Tokyo Olympian, was 21st with a time
of 1:43:08 and 20-year-old Munita
Prajapati finished 26th in 1:45:03.

The team medals are decided after
taking into account the overall perfor-
mance of the competing athletes of a
country.

"The hard work that we put in at
the national camp has paid off," Jat
said after the historic medal.

This was the Indian women's
team's first medal in the 61-year his-
tory of the World Athletics Race
Walking Team Championships.

The men's team had already won
a medal -- also a bronze -- in 2012.

Earlier in the day, Amit Khatri led
the field at the final kilometer but was
disqualified after receiving his fourth
red card in the U-20 men's 10km
event. Khatri was leading the field
when he was disqualified but he
would not have won the gold even if
he had crossed the finish line first as

he was handed a 60-minute penalty
after his third red card.

He would certainly have been in
the top 10 had he not received his
fourth red card -- which resulted in
his disqualification.

The 18-year-old Khatri, who had
won a silver in the 10000m race walk
event at the World Athletics U-20
Championships in Nairobi six months
ago, was at 11th position at the
halfway mark but he gradually pulled
himself up to lead the pack after the
9km mark.

Lying third behind two Chinese
walkers at the start of the final kilo-
meter, Khatri stepped up the pace and
shot into the lead. However, he also
picked up three red cards in addition
to the one shown to him earlier,
according to Athletics Federation of
India.

But in the end, Khatri was pulled
in to the penalty zone by the referee
as the Indian threw up his hands in
disappointment.
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Reduced to 10 men at half time, Indian Arrows
defeated Sudeva Delhi FC 1-0 to secure their

first win of the I-League season here on Friday.
Parthib Gogoi scored the solitary goal in the

60th minute to decide the contest in favour of
Indian Arrows.

Both the teams settled into their rhythm early
in the game and tried to control possession.

Sudeva Delhi were the first to test the oppo-
sition goalkeeper, when William drove a stinging
shot from inside the box in the fourth minute, but
Arrows custodian Ahan Prakash was not to be
caught out on his near post.

Indian Arrows, the AIFF's developmental side,
didn't have to wait longer for their own first look
at goal, when Parthib Gogoi intercepted a mis-
placed pass from Sudeva Delhi player in the sev-

enth minute.
Gogoi set his sights on goal early and pulled

the trigger from the edge of the box, but his effort
deflected for a corner.

The first half continued to be a cagey affair
with neither team getting a clear cut chance.

The game burst into life in additional time of
the first half as Indian Arrows centre back
Amandeep was sent off for a foul inside the box
and Sudeva Delhi got a penalty on the stroke of
half time. William, who had been Sudeva's
brightest spark in the match thus far, stepped up
to take the spot kick, but blazed his effort over the
bar, keeping both teams level at half time.

Down to 10 men, Indian Arrows emerged in
the second half facing an uphill battle to get a result
out of the game.

With one-man advantage, Sudeva Delhi
attempted to gain control in the middle of the park,
but it was Indian Arrows who made the first break-
through at the hour mark.

As the Arrows midfield tried to thread a pass
for wide forward Parthib Gogoi, the ball was inter-
cepted by Nishchal Chandan, who then failed to
clear his lines. Gogoi managed to win the ball in
a dangerous position and slid a calm finish past
goalkeeper Sachin Jha. With the odds weighing
against them, the Indian Arrows decided not to
sit back with their slender lead and pushed for a
second goal. They nearly doubled their lead in the
64th minute when goal scorer Gogoi smashed a
low drive off the frame of the goal.
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Real Betis needed a stop-
page-time equalizer to

hold Rayo Vallecano to a 1-
1 draw and reach the Copa
del Rey final for the first
time in 17 years.  The
match appeared to be head-
ed to extra time after Bebé
scored for the visitors with
a long-range free kick in the
80th minute. But Borja
Iglesias sent Betis into the
final with his goal from
close range after a break-
away two minutes into
injury time at the Benito
Villamarín Stadium in
Seville.

“I don't know why, but
I knew I was going to score,”
Iglesias said. 

“This morning I felt
that I was going to score the

decisive goal. I woke up
with this special feeling
about it.” The goal allowed
Betis to advance 3-2 on
aggregate after a 2-1 come-

from-behind win in the
first leg in Madrid.  Manuel
Pellegrini's team will face
Valencia, which defeated
Athletic Bilbao 1-0 at home
on Wednesday to advance
2-1 on aggregate. The final
will be played April 23 in
Sevilla. “It was a long time
without making it to a
final,” Pellegrini said.  “We
are very pleased with the
opportunity. The players
stayed committed even after
conceding that free kick
goal and the team's maturi-
ty paid off.” Valencia is
back in the final for the first
time since winning its
eighth Copa title in 2019.
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Ukraine asks FIFA to postpone World Cup playoff
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Indian cricket's rapidly-rising
box-office draw Rishabh Pant
owned the centre-stage in Virat
Kohli's landmark 100th Test,

hammering Sri Lankan bowlers into
submission with an enthralling 96 as
the hosts reached a commanding 357
for 6 on the opening day of the first
Test here.

The 5000 odd spectators, who
had come to watch Kohli perform on
a grand stage, saw one of the most
flamboyant batters in recent history
make a mockery of an average Sri
Lankan attack.

He was especially brutal when it
came to going after left-arm spinner
Lasith Embuldeniya (28-2-107-2),
who was taken for 22 in one over.

The deathly silence after Kohli's
shock exit for a well-made 45 was
there for barely a second and half.
Because at that point entered the
stockily built 24-year-old from India's
engineering city of Rourkee and that
was followed by a deafening roar
which showed his popularity.

On Kohli's day, he had complete-
ly over-shadowed the legend.

And those who came for Kohli,
decided to stay back and savour Pant's
mayhem as he started with a signa-
ture lofted six off Embuldeniya over
mid-wicket fence.

Embuldeniya, who must have felt
emboldened when he got one to turn
a shade away and tickle Kohli's off-
stump, didn't know what hit him.

In just over one and half session,
Pant nearly reached his fourth hun-
dred in Test cricket before veteran

Suranga Lakmal (1/63), in his last
international series, breached his
defence.

There were nine fours and four
sixes in his 97-ball knock and one
couldn't but feel for the young man
who looked completely devastated
after another near-miss, the fifth time

that he has gotten out in the 90s.
The walk back to the pavilion

took an eternity as it seemed that one
would need someone to drag him out.

But coach Rahul Dravid and
skipper Rohit Sharma's decision to
send him at number five to bring in
the left-hander's advantage against a

left-arm spinner, had paid the rich
dividends they were hoping for.

Embuldeniya didn't actually bowl
as badly as his figures might suggest
and was pitching the ball up, putting
his body into the deliveries and get-
ting them to spin away from the right
handers.

Pant being a southpaw obvious-
ly diminished his advantage to an
extent and then his decision to stand
at least a couple of yards outside the
crease made the difference.

He turned a lot of good length
deliveries into over-pitched ones and
Embuldeniya, along with other spin-
ners like Charith Asalanka and
Dhananjaya de Silva (1/47), also suf-
fered. The one-handed sixes, which
he can now hit on public demand,
were in full display for the motley
crowd. The Indian team's former
strength and conditioning coach
Shankar Basu, during an interview
with PTI during the 2019 World Cup,
had claimed that when it came to raw
physical power, Mahendra Singh
Dhoni ranked No.1 but Pant was a
close second.

To hit a five and half ounce crick-
et ball into the second tier of a crick-
et stadium nearly 90 yards away
requires brute strength and Pant
showed that he possesses that in
abundance. Add to it, his balance and
nimble footwork.

It also helped that Dimuth
Karunaratne's mindset was defensive
from the word go since Rohit Sharma
(29) and Mayank Agarwal (33) had
a brisk 50-run stand.

Once a fielding side skipper sta-
tions a deep point, deep square leg
and deep fine leg within the first hour
of the first day, one can get a sense that

he has already thrown the towel and
playing a waiting game of cutting
down boundaries.

Even then, Pant found the gaps
with very little difficulty when he took
guard in the 44th over after Kohli and
Hanuma Vihari (58 off 128 balls) had
a 90-run stand.

Vihari made good use of his
chance in place of veteran Cheteshwar
Pujara and looked in control during
his stand with Kohli before he inside
edged Vishwa Fernando's delivery
onto the stumps. It was a perfect set-
ting to score a second Test hundred
but Vihari let it slip and became
Fernando's only scalp of the day.

A total of 170 for 3 is a neither
here nor there and a lot of batters will
be caught in two minds -- whether
to defend or to attack.

But not Pant. With him, there are
no half measures and if any critic had
an iota of difficulty in understanding
why Dravid had a hard conversation
with Wriddhiman Saha regarding his
future, Friday's matinee show should
help in dispelling all doubts.

The Indian team needs players,
who can move the game in tricky sit-
uations and among the post Kohli-
Rohit generation, Pant is an assured
match-winner, who can open the
game in a session.

Scoring 350 plus runs in a day's
play is always bad news for the
bowling team and as of now.
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Deandra Dottin complemented
Hayley Matthews' whirlwind cen-

tury with an immaculate last over as
West Indies notched up a stunning
three-run victory over the fancied New
Zealand in the Women's ODI World
Cup opener at the Bay Oval here on
Friday.

Hayley smashed a 128-ball 119
(16x4, 1x6) but the rest of their batters
failed to convert their starts as West
Indies set up a 260-run target after the
White Ferns skipper Sophie Devine
opted to field.

In reply, the 2000 champions rode
on Devine's chancy 108 to overcome
a shaky start but only to choke in the
final over.

Needing six runs in the final over,
New Zealand lost three wickets in four
balls to get all out for 256 in 49.5 overs
with pace bowling allrounder Dottin
returning with splendid figures of
0.5-0-2-2.

Having survived some anxious
moments both in the form of a run-
out and a couple of missed catches,
Devine completed her sixth ODI cen-
tury but could not take her team over
the line.

Chinelle Henry took a spectacu-
lar return catch to dismiss the White
Ferns captain in the 45th over, some-
thing that revived the Windies hopes
before the veteran allrounder Dottin
sealed the issue.

Asked to defend six runs in the last
over with New Zealand having three
wickets intact, Dottin claimed two
wickets in three balls, before the 17-
year-old Fran Jonas was run out in the
fifth ball to concede the Windies a
thrilling win.

Windies turned the match around
after Henry took a juggling return
catch to dismiss the centurion Devine.

The win would have come easy but
the West Indies were sloppy on the field
as they leaked runs in plenty and
dropped a slew of catches.

Devine was dropped twice, once
on 37 and then on 74, as the skipper
also survived after West Indies did not
review a close lbw call from the bowl-
ing of Aaliyah Alleyne.

Devine's knock meant the hosts
were comfortably placed with 39 runs
needed from 30 balls with Katey
Martin taking on the charge with a 47-
ball 44.

Katey smashed back-to-back fours
off Henry in the penultimate over to
make it a simple equation of six runs
off six deliveries.

Under pressure, the Windies
decided to give the task to Dottin after
much discussions in the middle as the
veteran pacer trapped Katey in her sec-
ond delivery with a perfect yorker.

Earlier, the hosts suffered an early
jolt when their experienced opener
Suzie Bates (3) was out in the fourth
over as they got off to a slow start with
just one boundary in the first six over.
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With a distinctive mustache, unbut-
toned shirt and a baggy green

cap like a beacon behind the stumps,
the sight of Rod Marsh and the sound
of his name pervaded Australian sum-
mers in the 1970s and early 80s. The
cricket great, who formed a prolonged
and prolific wicket-taking partnership
with Australian pace bowler Dennis
Lillee, died in an Adelaide hospital on
Friday just over a week after having a
heart attack during a fundraising event
in Queensland state. He was 74.

A stocky and stoic wicketkeeper-
batter, Marsh was half of a catchphrase
that was synonymous with the era of
test cricket: caught Marsh, bowled
Lillee. They combined a record 95
times to dismiss opposition batters in
test cricket. "This is a tremendously sad
day for Australian cricket and for all
those who loved and admired Rod
Marsh," Cricket Australia chairman
Lachlan Henderson said. "Rod will be
forever remembered for the way he
played the game and the pleasure he
brought crowds as a member of some
great Australian teams - 'caught Marsh,
bowled Lillee' has iconic status in our
game."
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Rajasthan Royals on Friday
announced the appointment

of Steffan Jones as the franchise's
high performance fast bowling
coach.

The 48-year-old former pacer
from Wales, had previously served
as the team's fast bowling coach in
2019.

As part of his new role, Jones
will be responsible for providing
high quality training, guidance
and support to all bowlers who are
part of the Royals' set-up through-
out the year, with a focus on the off-
season and in the build up to the
IPL season, a media released stat-
ed.

Jones will be working with the
team during their pre-season camp
to be held from March 7 to 10 at the
Royals' High Performance Centre
in Nagpur, post which he will
remain with the squad, helping the
bowlers prepare for the upcoming
season. 

"I am delighted to be returning

to the Rajasthan Royals and grate-
ful to the management for giving
me the opportunity to work with
the team again. With a plethora of
talented bowlers in our ranks, I'm
looking forward to working with
them round the year and preparing
them to peak and excel when the
season comes," Jones said.

The former pacer will also be
providing inputs to the RR
Academies in India and around the
world, and aid in technical integra-
tion of the facilities.

The Royals' current and future
players would also have a chance to
visit and train under Jones, where
former Royals players Jaydev
Unadkat and Varun Aaron have
also successfully undergone devel-
opment work in the past during the
off season.

"Steffan has been closely asso-
ciated with the franchise over the
past few years so he understands the
culture perfectly, and brings with
him a very able coaching style,
which has been appreciated by
both players and management in
the past," Royals' Director of Cricket
Kumar Sangakkara said.

"We are delighted to welcome
him back to the franchise in his new
role, wherein he will be working
with our bowlers and providing
support to them throughout the
year, and we're confident his exper-
tise can guide us to newer heights."
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Virat Kohli felt like a
"nervous debutant" with

"butterflies in his stomach"
as he stepped out for his
100th Test but the public
hysteria surrounding his
"milestones and materialis-
tic achievements" doesn't
bother the champion batter
at all.

It has now been more
than 27 months that Kohli
has been stuck on 27 Test
hundreds but the former
India skipper, despite accep-
tance of disappointment for
frittering away another good
start in the opening Test
against Sri Lanka here, isn't
bothered about the quan-
tum of runs as long as he is
batting well.

"You obviously feel dis-
appointed as a batsman. I
need to be mindful and
convert the 30s and 40s
into big scores," he said
during his interaction with

the media at the end of day's
play after contributing a
classy 45 to the team's 357/6.

But does he feel the
need to change the process
since big scores aren't com-
ing, the response was a
sharp one.

"I have been preparing
exactly the way I have pre-
pared and as long as I am
batting well, not bothered at
all. From a worldly point,
people look at milestones
and they talk about a lot of

things and they are just
conversations on the out-
side," he said.

He didn't forget to men-
tion that he had a 90-run
stand with Hanuma Vihari
and that was important.

"Even today, partner-
ship of 90 runs was impor-
tant for us as we were 2
down for 80 odd. So, as long
as I focus on the right
things, I am not too both-
ered about milestones and
these are conversations that

happen on the outside and
continue to do so.

"We are somehow crazy
about milestones and mate-
rialistic achievements. I per-
sonally don't think like that
and I am batting well and
that's the most important
thing for me," there was
pragmatism in his tone.

Prior to the game, Kohli
looked a bit scratchy during
a practice session where he
got out multiple times to
pacers and spinners alike. In
fact, both Ravindra Jadeja
and Saurabh Kumar, the
two left arm spinners, beat
his outside edge and clipped
the stumps.

The dismissal by Lasith
Embuldeniya on Friday,
when he played on the back-
foot not expecting much
turn only to see the off-
stump disturbed, led to
questions if players are find-
ing it difficult in current
environment to work on
their game.
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Opener Imam-ul-Haq hit a memorable
first Test century on Friday and led

Pakistan to a commanding 245-1 in its first
home test against Australia in 24 years.

The left-hander closed out the opening
day of the first test on 132 not out on a typ-
ically slow and grassless subcontinent wick-
et. Veteran Azhar Ali is also looking solid on
64 not out.

Australia might have missed a trick by
opting to go with its three frontline fast
bowlers, who hardly troubled the batters with
both the new and old ball. Australia even
used its three part-time spinners - Marnus
Labuschagne, Travis Head and Steve Smith
- without any reward.

Imam and Azhar denied Australia any
hope of a breakthrough with the new ball in
the 10 overs before stumps and stretched
their second-wicket partnership to 140.

The lone Australian specialist spinner,
Nathan Lyon (1-87), got the only success of
the day for the visitors when he dismissed
Abdullah Shafique for 44 just before lunch,
but not before a 105-run opening wicket
stand with Imam.

Azhar and Imam then frustrated
Australia for the entire two sessions by pil-
ing up another century stand.

Imam, playing in his 12th test but first
in 27 months, showed grit throughout the
day against fast bowlers and spinners after
captain Babar Azam won the toss and elect-
ed to bat.

Fast bowlers Mitchell Starc, Josh

Hazlewood and skipper Pat Cummins hard-
ly troubled Pakistan's top order in their short
spells as they bowled 45 overs between them.

Lyon earlier extracted brief turn off the
wicket with the new ball but both openers
dominated the spinner by using their feet and

raised a century stand.
Lyon was ineffective until he claimed

Shafique in the penultimate over before
lunch. Shafique got beaten in the flight and
tried to heave the offspinner over long off.
He was brilliantly caught by a running
Cummins.

Imam, who last played a test match
against Australia at Adelaide in December
2019, survived a close call for lbw in Starc's
third over as the visitors went for an unsuc-
cessful television review and the replays sug-
gested the ball would have went over the
stumps.

Imam raised his century in the last ses-
sion when he drove Starc through the cov-
ers for his 13th boundary beside hitting two
straight sixes against Lyon.

Shafique also had a close call but Head
dropped a difficult chance at leg slip in Lyon's
second over, a ball after the spinner was
smacked for a straight six.

Imam had earlier raised his half centu-
ry by pulling Cummins to square leg bound-
ary for a four and overtook his batting part-
ner once Australia briefly applied the offspin
of Head and Lyon.

It's the first time Australia has played a
test match in Pakistan since 1998 due to con-
cerns over security from several attacks in
Pakistan. It's a three-match test series.
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Amandeep Khare and
Shashank Singh struck fine

centuries to dash Delhi's slim
quarterfinal hopes as
Chhattisgarh posted a mammoth
482 for nine declared in their first
innings on the second day of their
Ranji Trophy elite group H match
here on Friday.

Coming into the contest,
Delhi were all but out of the quar-
terfinal race, languishing at the
last spot in the four-team group
H with just one point from two
games.

To have any slim chances in
theory, Delhi needed seven points
(including a bonus point) from
the ongoing tie, but overnight
unbeaten batters Khare and Singh
batted Delhi out of that equation.

Resuming at his overnight

score of 75, Khare remained
unbeaten on 156 off 318 balls,
while Singh (122 off 177 balls) hit
his maiden first-class century to
take Chhattisgarh to a comfort-
able position.

Left-arm spinner Vikas
Mishra (6/124) was the pick of
the bowlers for Delhi.

In reply, Delhi scored 108 for
three in 30 overs at the close of
play on day two.

India's U-19 World Cup-
winning skipper Yash Dhull and
Kshitiz Sharma made 29 each.
Nitish Rana was batting on 20
while Jonty Sidhu (8 not out) was
giving him company.

An uphill task awaits Delhi as
they still trail Chhattisgarh by 374
runs with two days of play
remaining.

Chhattisgarh are leading
Group H with seven points from

two games.
In the second Group H

match here, Tamil Nadu took the
crucial first innings lead over
Jharkhand as they bowled their
opponents out for 226 in reply for
285.

Resuming at 256 for seven,
the remaining Tamil Nadu batters
could add just 29 runs.

But Tamil Nadu bowlers, led
by left-arm spinner Manimaran
Siddharth (4/37) and off-spinner
Masood Shahrukh Khan (3/36),
responded brilliantly to bundle
out Jharkhand for 226 in 74.3
overs.

In their second essay, Tamil
Nadu did not have the best of
starts as they ended the day at 14
for two, taking their overall lead
to 73 runs over Jharkhand.

Sandeep Warrier also
chipped in with two wickets.
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