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As the situation worsened in
Ukraine, India on Saturday

advised its citizens to take all
precautions and remain
indoors in cities like Kharkiv
and Sumy. New Delhi also
appealed to both the warring
nations to respect ceasefire to
enable a safe evacuation corri-
dor for its citizens.

Russia in the United
Nations Security Council
(UNSC) said it will ensure the
safety and security of all
Indians and other foreign
nationals. The Russian
Embassy in India said,  “Today,
on March 5, from 10 am
Moscow time, Russian side
declared a regime of silence and
opened humanitarian corri-
dors for civilians to leave
Mariupol and Volnovakha.
Humanitarian corridors and
exit routes have been coordi-
nated with the Ukrainian side.”

Airing India’s anxiety,
Ministry of External Affairs
Spokesperson Arindam Bagchi
said, “We are deeply concerned
about Indian students in Sumy,

Ukraine. We have strongly
pressed Russian and Ukrainian
Governments through multiple
channels for an immediate
ceasefire to create a safe corri-
dor for our students.” He said
the Government has advised
Indian students to take safety
precautions, stay inside shelters
and avoid unnecessary risks.
The Ministry and our
Embassies are in regular touch
with the students, he said. 

The Indian Embassy in

Ukraine said it had arranged
buses to evacuate 298 Indians
from Pisochyn, in Kharkiv.
This city in the east, along with
another town Sumy, has borne
the brunt of the Russian mili-
tary offensive.

Giving the update, Bagchi
said five buses are now in
Kharkiv to bring out all the
Indian citizens there.  Each bus
can accommodate 60 to70 peo-
ple.  

He said nearly all citizens

from Kharkiv will be brought
out by late Saturday.

As regards the other badly
hit city of Sumy, he said the first
priority is to ensure a safe
route to bring out the students
in buses as the rail line is dis-
rupted due to shelling.  Bagchi
also said shelling is on in the
north-eastern town, which is
posing a challenge for the
Indian authorities to plan an
evacuation.

Continued on Page 2
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India has brought back 13,300
people in 63 flights from

Ukraine and its neighbouring
countries since February 24
after the Russian military offen-
sive.  Nearly 3, 000 Indians were
airlifted by 15 evacuation
flights from Ukraine’s neigh-
bouring countries on Saturday.
As many as 11 flights are
expected to take off on Sunday
from Budapest, Kosice,
Rzeszow, and Bucharest to
bring back more than 2,200
people.“India hopes to evacu-
ate its citizens from Kharkiv
and Pisochyn in the next few
hours. Our main focus is now
on evacuating Indian students
from Sumy. We are exploring
multiple options for their evac-
uation,” External Affairs
Ministry Spokesperson
Arindam Bagchi said at a
media briefing.

On the overall evacuation
mission, he said over 13,300
people have been brought back
home in 63 f lights. The
Spokesperson said 13 flights are
scheduled for the next 24 hours
to bring back Indians under
“Operation Ganga”.

In a statement, the
Ministry of Civil Aviation on
Saturday said that 11 flights
with more than 2,200 Indian
evacuees will operate from
Ukraine’s neighbouring coun-
tries to India on Sunday.  

“Today’s (Saturday’s) civil-
ian flights included five from
Budapest (Hungary), four from
Suceava (Romania), one from
Kosice (Slovakia), and two
from Rzeszow (Poland),” the

Ministry said. The civilian
flights are being operated by
Indian carriers such as IndiGo,
Air India, Vistara, SpiceJet,
and AirAsia India.

According to the Indian
Air Force, three aircraft carry-
ing 629 Indians from Ukraine’s
neighbouring countries landed
at the Hindon airbase on
Saturday morning. “Till date,
the Indian Air Force (IAF) has
flown 10 sorties to bring back
2,056 passengers, while taking
26 tonnes of relief load to
these countries, as part of
Operation Ganga,” the IAF
statement said. Three C-17
heavy-lift transport aircraft of
the IAF, which had taken off on
Friday from the Hindon air-
base, returned on Saturday
morning, it mentioned.

“These flights evacuated
629 Indian nationals from
Romania, Slovakia, and Poland.
These flights also carried 16.5
tonnes of relief load from India
to these countries,” it added.
The IAF is conducting its
flights using C-17 military
transport planes.

An AirAsia India’s first
evacuation flight from Suceava
in Romania carrying 170 Indian
evacuees from 
Ukraine landed at Delhi early
morning. The passengers 
were received by the 
Minister of State for External
Affairs V Muraleedharan on
their arrival in India, said the
official.AirAsia India aircraft, an
Airbus A320Neo, departed from
Delhi at 8.30 am Friday for its
destination via Dubai and
departed from Suceava for Delhi
at 6.45 pm (local time), he said.
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What looked like a break-
through ceasefire to

evacuate residents from two
cities in Ukraine quickly fell
apart on Saturday as Ukrainian
officials said the work to
remove civilians had halted
amid shelling hours after
Russia announced the deal.

The Russian Defence
Ministry earlier said it had
agreed on evacuation routes
with Ukrainian forces for
Mariupol, a strategic port in the
southeast, and the eastern city

of Volnovakha. The vaguely
worded statement did not make
clear how long the routes
would remain open.

“The Russian side is not
holding to the ceasefire and has
continued firing on Mariupol
itself and on its surrounding
area,” said Kyrylo Tymoshenko,
the deputy head of President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s office. 

“Talks with the Russian
Federation are ongoing regard-
ing setting up a cease-fire and
ensuring a safe humanitarian
corridor.” 

Continued on Page 2
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As the campaigning for the
bitterly-fought Uttar Pradesh

Assembly polls ended on
Saturday, the BJP leadership
asserted that the party will get an
“absolute majority” in UP and
also return to power in
Uttarakhand, Goa, and Manipur.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, BJP president JP Nadda
and Union Home Minister
Amit Shah said the party will
perform strongly in Punjab
where for the first time it is con-
testing in 63-plus seats as against
23 seats it contested earlier.

“UP main BJP prchand
Bahumat ki sarkar bana rahi
hain  aur hamme kissi aur ke
sahyog ki zaroorat nahin hai...”,
Shah said answering question
on the possibility of the party
seeking support of others to
form a Government.

Shah said he has been a
witness to 2014, 2017, and
2022 elections in UP and his
party would not need the sup-
port of any party to be in power
for the successive second time
in the electorally key State
with 403 Assembly seats.

On his part, Nadda dis-
missed questions on the contest
in UP being neck to neck. “It
is a one-sided election in
UP…no need for any alliance.
NDA coming back to power
with good majority,” said the
BJP president.

Shah said Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath fulfilled over
92 per cent promises of
“Sankalp part” in UP and
implemented well all schemes
of Prime Minister Modi as the
latter held “historic rallies” and
drew “huge public support
from the public”.

Both the BJP leaders exud-
ed confidence that the party
will return to power in
Uttarakhand, Goa, and
Manipur riding the wave of
development and the effective
implementations of the Prime
Minister’s pro-poor schemes
and programmes.

Continued on Page 2
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Mayank Joshi, son of BJP
MP from Prayagraj Rita

Bahuguna Joshi, joined the
Samajwadi Party on Saturday.
His induction in the party was
announced by SP chief
Akhilesh Yadav during an elec-
tion meeting at Gopalpur in
Azamgarh district.

After Mayank failed to
secure a BJP ticket from
Lucknow, talks of him joining
the SP had been doing the
rounds. However, Rita had dis-
missed the reports by saying,
“The rumour of her son leav-
ing the party was baseless.”

Mayank had met Akhilesh
in February. Akhilesh had then
tweeted a photo of Mayank
meeting him.

Rita is the LS member
from Prayagraj and was trying
to secure a ticket for her son
from Lucknow Cantonment
Assembly seat. 

Continued on Page 2
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India has achieved a new
milestone in its Covid-19

vaccination drive. More than 3
crore youngsters between 15-18
of age group are now fully vac-
cinated against Covid-19 in the
country, said Union Health
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya
on Saturday.

“What a great feat by our
young warriors! Over 3 crore
youngsters between the 15-18
age group are now fully vacci-
nated against Covid-19. Young
India is taking the world’s
largest vaccination drive to the
next level!” Mandaviya said in
a tweet.

Meanwhile, India’s Covid-
19 vaccination coverage has
exceeded 178.55 crore as on
Saturday with the administra-
tion of more than 24.62 lakh
doses in the last 24 hours. This
has been achieved through

2,06,52,074 sessions.
With 5,921 fresh coron-

avirus cases, India on Saturday
saw the lowest daily surge in
nearly two months. The overall
caseload stands at 4,29,57,477,
the second-highest in the world
after the United States. In the
last 24 hours, 289 deaths linked
to Covid were reported. A total
of 5,14,878 people in India have
died since the start of the pan-
demic. The number of active
Covid-19 cases in India stands
at 63,878, the health ministry
has said. Currently, the active
case comprises 0.15 per cent of
the total cases.

A drop of 6,019 cases has
been recorded in the active
Covid-19 caseload in a span of
24 hours. The daily positivity
rate has fallen to 0.63 per cent,
while the fatality rate is at 1.20
per cent, the Ministry data also
showed. The weekly positivity
rate is at 0.84 per cent.
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Details emerging about
Shane Warne’s death due

to a suspected heart-attack on
Friday reveal that he was
watching cricket before a
scheduled meeting with friends
for dinner when he suffered the
attack. A report in Sydney
Morning Herald on Saturday
said the legendary spinner’s
business manager performed
CPR to save him.

“The 52-year-old’s long-
time manager told the Herald
and The Age (that) Warne had
not been drinking before he
was found by his friend
Andrew Neophitou, an execu-
tive producer on his recently
released documentary, who
had gone to Warne’s Thailand
hotel room before a planned
dinner,” the report said.

The reports added Warne

was found unconscious “with
the historic first Test between
Australia and Pakistan playing
on the television”. It said the leg-
endary spinner was holidaying
at a resort in Koh Samui,
Thailand “as part of a rare
extended holiday” and was
scheduled to travel to the UK
on his commentating assign-
ment.

“They were meant to meet
some people at 5pm. Neo
(Neophitou) was next door, he’s
always on time,” Warne’s long-
time manager James Erskine
said, adding, “He realised he
wasn’t well. He tried to give
mouth-to-mouth, tried to
resuscitate him, he had no
heartbeat, the ambulance came
20 minutes later and an hour
and a bit later he was pro-
nounced dead (at the Thai
International Hospital).”

Continued on Page 2
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Mumbai: As many as 21 Indian
sailors on board a merchant
ship are stuck for quite some
time at the Port of Mykolaiv in
war-hit Ukraine but all of them
are “safe” and in "regular con-
tact" with their families and the
ship manning agency, accord-
ing to the agency founder and
CEO Sanjay Prashar. 
Prashar said that 24 other ships
are also docked at the port and
have Indian sailors onboard as
well. VR Maritime (the
ship manning agency) is watch-
ful of the developments and
keeping all authorities con-
cerned in the loop including
the External Affairs Ministry,
the Indian Embassy and sector
regulator Director General of
Shipping, he said.

DG Shipping Amitabh
Kumar was not available for
comments. The crew
has not come out of the vessel
since the war broke out
between Russia and Ukraine
late last month and a strict vigil
is being maintained on the ship,
Prashar said.
"Presently the vessel is berthed
at Port Mykolaiv itself. There
are a total of 25 ships, includ-
ing ours. There are other ships
which have got Indian seafar-

ers. As far as our ship is con-
cerned, both the crew and ship
are presently safe. "The
internet and satellite commu-
nication onboard are working.
We are at present in touch with
all the crew and their families.
Also, the crew themselves are
also in direct touch with their
family members," Prashar told
PTI.

He said that as per informa-
tion available with the compa-
ny, the Port is not working and
the "Russian forces probably are
very close to the Port on the
Black Sea coast", he said.

"If the Russian forces come
into the Port and they allow
couple of ships to leave then it
is fine. Otherwise, we would
need some assistance from the
port authority,  including some
tug boats and other kinds of
services to allow the vessel to
safely depart," he said.
Prashar said in an emergency,
if the company have to evacu-
ate its crew, the nearest Poland
border is 900 km far and going
to some safe location in Kyiv
would mean a travel of 500 km
from the port city, adding "so
for them to reach any of these
two places right now is not pos-
sible." PTI

From Page 1
From the point of evacua-

tion, the Russian border is
close to both cities.  India in the
last few days is trying to have
a safe corridor to bring out its
citizens from these two cities
into Russia.  While Sumy has
about 900 Indians, Kharkiv
has more than 300 as of now.

Russia has informed the
UNSC that its buses are ready
at crossing points to go to the
eastern Ukrainian cities of
Kharkiv and Sumy to evacuate
the stranded foreign nationals.

The 15-nation Council
held an emergency session on
Friday, called by Albania,
France, Ireland, Norway, the
United Kingdom, and the
United States, following
Russia's attack on Ukraine's
Zaporizhzhya nuclear power
plant, the biggest in Europe.

During the meeting,
Russia's Permanent

Representative to the UN
Ambassador Vassily Nebenzia
said the Russian military is
doing everything to ensure the
peaceful evacuation of foreign
nationals stranded in Ukraine.
He alleged that Ukraine nation-
alists were keeping over 3,700
Indian citizens by force in
Kharkiv and Sumy cities of
eastern Ukraine.

"Terrorists do not let civil-
ians leave cities. This impacts
not only Ukrainians but for-
eigners as well. The number of
foreign citizens whom
Ukrainian nationals are keep-
ing by force is shocking:
Kharkiv 3,189 nationals of
India, up to 2,700 nationals of
Vietnam, 202 nationals of
China;  Sumy 576 nationals of
India, 101 nationals of Ghana,
121 nationals of China,"
Nebenzia told the Council.

In the Belgorod region of
Russia, 130 comfortable buses
have been waiting (and stand-
ing ready) since 6.00 am today
at the crossing points
Nekhoteevka' and Sudja' ready
to go to Kharkiv and Sumy to
evacuate the Indian students
and other foreign nationals, he
said.

The Russian envoy said

the checkpoints are equipped to
provide temporary accommo-
dation, space for rest, and hot
food. There are also mobile
medical stations with a stock of
medications.

"Everyone evacuated will
then be taken to Belgorod,
and from there transported to
their homeland by air," he said.

In New Delhi, responding
to reports of Indian students
being held hostage in Ukraine,
Bagchi had said on Friday
India has not received any
reports of any hostage situation
regarding Indian students.

Meanwhile, during the
UNSC  meeting, India's
Permanent Representative to
the UN, Ambassador T S
Tirumurti, said while the UN
Security Council discusses the
nuclear dimension of an
unfolding conflict it must
acknowledge that there is a
pressing humanitarian crisis
confronting us in Ukraine,
where safety and security of
innocent civilians including
several thousand Indian
nationals, in particular, stu-
dents are at stake.

Ukraine's Permanent
Representative to the UN
Ambassador Sergiy Kyslytsya

told the Russian envoy
Nebenzia to make an appeal to
the armed forces (of Russia) to
ensure a safe corridor to allow
foreign students to leave the
areas of concern.

Nebenzia said it is not
Russian troops that pose a
threat to the people of Ukraine,
but Ukrainian nationalists.
They keep the population of
some big cities as hostages, they
carry out acts of sabotage and
provocations and then after-
ward they attempt to blame
Russia for that, he said.
Nebenzia accused Western
nations of giving protection
and patronage to radicals and
extremists in Ukraine.

In an apparent reference to
those nations in the Council
that abstained or did not vote
against UN resolutions con-
demning Russia's invasion of
Ukraine, Ukraine Ambassador
Kyslytsya said," Shamefully,
there are a handful of those
around us or among us rather,
who do nothing. Act now or it
might be too late not only for
Ukraine but for all of you.

India abstained twice in the
UN Security Council on reso-
lutions on Russia's aggression
against Ukraine.

������
�	�
���
��

���
���*** From Page 1

Russia breached the deal in
Volnovakha as well, Deputy
Prime Minister Iryna
Vereshchuk told reporters. “We
appeal to the Russian side to
stop firing,” she said.
Meanwhile, Russian outlet RIA
Novosti carried a Russian
defence ministry claim that
the firing came from inside
both communities against
Russian positions.

The struggle to enforce
the ceasefire showed the fragili-
ty of efforts to stop fighting
across Ukraine as people con-
tinued to flee the country by
the thousands. “We are doing
everything on our part to make
the agreement work,”
Zelenskyy said. “This is one of
the main tasks for today. Let’s
see if we can go further in the
negotiation process.”

Mariupol had become the
scene of growing misery amid
days of shelling that knocked
out power and most phone ser-

vice and raised the prospect of
food and water shortages for
hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple in freezing weather.
Pharmacies are out of medi-
cine, Doctors Without Borders
said.

A top official in Mariupol
had said the evacuations were
to start at 11 am (9 am GMT)
and the ceasefire was to last
until 4 pm. Pavlo Kirilenko,
head of the Donetsk military-
civil administration that
includes the city, said the
humanitarian corridor would
extend to Zaporizhzhia, 226
kilometers (140 miles) away.

The head of Ukraine’s secu-
rity council, Oleksiy Danilov,
had urged Russia to create
humanitarian corridors to
allow children, women and
the older adults to flee the
fighting, calling them “question
No. 1.”

Diplomatic efforts contin-
ued as U.S. Secretary of State
Antony Blinken arrived in
Poland to meet with the prime
minister and foreign minister,
a day after attending a NATO
meeting in Brussels in which
the alliance pledged to step up
support for eastern flank mem-
bers. Blinken would visit a

border post to meet refugees
later in the day.

As Russian forces batter
strategic locations elsewhere,
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy has
lashed out at NATO for refus-
ing to impose a no-fly zone
over his country, warning that
“all the people who die from
this day forward will also die
because of you.”

NATO said a no-fly zone
could provoke widespread war
in Europe with nuclear-armed
Russia. But as the United States
and other NATO members
send weapons for Kyiv and
more than 1 million refugees
spill through the continent,
the conflict is already drawing
in countries far beyond
Ukraine’s borders.

Russia continues to crack
down on independent media
reporting on the war, also
blocking Facebook and Twitter,
and more outlets say they are
pausing their work inside the
country. And in a warning of
a hunger crisis yet to come, the
U.N. World Food Program
says millions of people inside
Ukraine, a major global wheat
supplier, will need food aid
“immediately.”
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From Page 1
Shah said under Modi the

BJP has substituted the politics
of "vikas" in place of "politics of
caste, dynasty, and appease-
ment". The Home Minister
asserted that the BJP will on its
own form Government in
Manipur and Goa.

As about Punjab, Shah said
the party would "make strong
performance in the State".
When asked whether it means
not forming Government in
the border State, he said, " We
are not claiming to form
Government in Punjab … but
strong performance also means
forming Government...".
Nadda said his party "will get
more than expected results in
Punjab".

As about the Government's
role in bringing back Indian
nationals from war-torn
Ukraine having any impact on
voting, Shah said, " Surely ...the
Government issued timely
advisory, setup monitoring
cell…around 13,000 of 16,000
have come back and in next 24-
hours 16 more flights are to
come home."

He said Prime Minister
has met children and people
gave (us) blessing to form the
Government. Shah did not
agree that overall there has
been a low turnout in the elec-
tions saying it could be true of
some parts.
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From Page 1
According to Erskine,

Warne was off drinks as he’d
been dieting.

“He was on holiday, having
a lie down, siesta, he hadn’t
been drinking, he’d been on this
diet to lose weight,” he said.

“He didn’t drink much.
Everyone thinks he’s a big
boozer but he’s not a big booz-
er at all. I sent him a crate of
wine, 10 years later it’s still
there. He doesn’t drink, never
took drugs, ever. He hated

drugs so nothing untoward,”
added Erskine.

“He was going to do the
things he likes doing. He was
going to play in one or two
poker competitions, play a lot
of golf, be with his kids; that
was about it; (to) have time to
himself.”

Erskine said Warne’s chil-
dren Brooke, Summer and
Jackson were “shattered” and
the spinner’s father, Keith, had
visited his grandchildren on
Saturday to “comfort them”.

Australian Prime Minister
Scott Morrison led his coun-
try’s tribute to the cricketing
legend, saying Warne was “one
of only a few that could
approach the extraordinary
achievements of the great Don
Bradman”.

“But Shane was more than
this to Australians. Shane was
one of our nation’s greatest
characters. His humour, his
passion, his irreverence, his
approachability ensured he was
loved by all. Australians loved

him. We all did,” Morrison 
said.

The Victorian government
has announced that the MCG’s
Great Southern Stand would be
renamed the SK Warne Stand
in memory of the leg-spinner.
Warne notched his 700th Test
wicket at the MCG.

“The S.K. Warne Stand
will be a permanent tribute to
an amazing Victorian,”
Victorian Premier Daniel
Andrews tweeted.

Former Australian wicket-

keeper Ian Healy was shattered
by the death but “unsurprised”
his former teammate died
young.“An early passing didn’t
surprise me for Warnie,” Healy
told Nine’s Today show. “He
didn’t look after his body that
well. He yo-yoed up and down
(weight gain).

“He didn’t put much sun-
screen on. I thought it would
have become skin issues for
him over time, but not at 52.
And he would have been full of
beans right to the end, I bet.”

From Page 1
However, the BJP rejected

the demand and gave the tick-
et to Cabinet Minister
BrijeshPathak.

Rita was elected as MLA
from Lucknow Cantonment
on a Congress ticket in 2012. In

the 2017, Assembly elections,
she contested on a BJP ticket,
and defeated SP candidate
AparnaYadav, the younger
daughter-in-law of SP patron
Mulayam Singh Yadav.

Aparna recently joined the
BJP.
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Imphal: Manipur recorded
67.77 per cent polling till 3 pm
on Saturday in the second and
final phase of the Assembly
elections across 22 constituen-
cies, amid stray incidents of
violence reported from some
places before and after voting
started, officials said.

Voting began at 7 am in
1,247 polling stations across six
districts amid tight security and
strict adherence to COVID-19
protocols. A total of 8.38 lakh
voters are eligible to exercise
their franchise in this phase.

Senapati district registered
the highest turnout of 74.02 per
cent, followed by Chandel at
70.30 per cent, an election
official said.

Polling was marred to some
extent due to violence in some
places, as security forces
deployed at Ngamju polling
station under Karong assembly

constituency in Senapati district
allegedly shot at two people,
police said, without elaborating.

In a complaint filed with
the Returning Officer of the
polling station, the election
agent of a BJP candidate
demanded a magisterial
inquiry into the incident.

Voting has been halted at
the Ngamju polling station,
the election official said.

Violence also erupted in
some places of Manipur hours
before the second phase of
assembly polls began, as a BJP
supporter was gunned down
allegedly by a Congress work-
er, while a crude bomb explod-
ed outside the residence of an
expelled saffron party leader,
police said.L Amuba Singh, 25,
succumbed to bullet injuries
early on Saturday at a hospital
here, a police officer said.

In Imphal West district,

unidentified miscreants lobbed
a crude bomb at the residence
of expelled BJP leader Ch Bijoy
in Lamphel area on Friday
night, police said.

Nobody was injured in the
blast triggered by two masked
persons, who came in a two-
wheeler, they said.

Among the early voters
was Congress leader and for-
mer Chief Minister O Ibobi
Singh in Thoubal district.

"Congress will definitely
win with an absolute majority,
but in case we fall short by one
or two seats, the party is open
for a coalition," he said after
casting his vote.

The electoral fate of 92 can-
didates will be decided on
Saturday, including 12 from the
BJP, followed by Congress (18),
National People's Party (11),
Janata Dal (United) and Naga
People's Front (10 each). PTI
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi made a scathing

attack on the dynasts for always
adopting negative politics, say-
ing that with such pessimistic
and narrow-minded thinking
they could neither do good for
the people nor for the country.

He was addressing his last
election meeting just a few
hours before the end of cam-
paigning for the final phase of
assembly elections at Khajuri in
Mirza Murad area here on
Saturday afternoon.

“They always see negativ-
ity even in the matters relating
to the interests of the nation
due to their anti-Modi
approaches,” the prime minis-

ter said and added that when
the entire world was passing
through century’s biggest pan-
demic for almost two years and
the country had decided to
provide free indigenously
invented vaccine to all the
people, instead of praising the
government, they often criti-
cised the vaccination drive,
raising their eyebrows.

“They even opposed our
traditional knowledge of yoga
and AYUSH, without worrying
about the health of the people,
only because I made sincere
efforts to promote the same
across the world,” Modi said.

Going further, he said that
the party which had used
Khadi a lot for its political gains
often showed its frustration
through the reactions when I
made efforts to establish Khadi
as an international brand.

“Only in the Varanasi divi-
sion, just five years ago, the
Khadi business was of Rs 90
crore but now it has almost
doubled and crossed Rs 170

crore, providing jobs to our
poor villagers but these rival
parties never hailed such ini-
tiatives,” he said.

“Let us forget it, they did
not even say anything when the
country was celebrating the 75
years of its Independence,” Modi
said, adding that when the peo-
ple were feeling proud recalling
the contributions of our free-
dom fighters, these rival parties
were busy making comments.

“Did I do anything wrong
by giving the call for vocal for

local?” he said and asked the
people about his mistake by
requesting the people to pro-
mote Banarasi sarees, toys and
other traditional articles of the
weavers and artisans of the
area.

He also expressed concern
over the silence of opposition
parties when a nation-wide
drive for construction of toilets
and cleanliness was launched.

“Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas
is not just our slogan, it is our
commitment because right
from distribution of tickets
during the elections to the for-
mation of ministries, the
Bharatiya Janata Party always
gives proper representations
to all the sections,” Modi said,
and added that the party would
continue to work with the
same philosophy even after
March 10 when it would return
to the power in the state.

“Then the pace of our
development work, providing
pucca houses to the poor, con-
struction of roads, bridges, fly-

overs and expressways and
action against mafia would be
intensified further,” the prime
minister said.

Targeting his gun on the
dynasts, Modi said, “These
leaders who were born with sil-
ver spoons and never saw
poverty, cannot feel the pains
of the poor and whenever they
come to power they give
patronage to the mafia to grab
the land of the poor and Dalits.
Besides, they also always do
their own development, instead
of looking after the people.”

He further criticised the
dynasts for doing everything
else which was not in their poll
manifesto and asked, “Did they
ever tell the people that if they
come to power they will put the
state in the flames of riots.”

The prime minister
promised the people that if the
double-engine government
returned to power in UP, it
would double its benefits to the
poor and every needy 
people.

+��
�	

	"������	�
���������	

$��!��


"�
��"��!���
�
�

"

�����
���������
��

����
��!��!��
������"
�
����+

����� -+'+2+��

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi stressed that “UP

needs stability and continuity”.
Interacting with a section

of intellectuals at Raman Niwas
in Mammoorganj during his
two-day stay in his parliamen-
tary constituency and prior to
addressing his last UP assem-
bly poll meeting on Saturday,
Modi said that UP had the
strength to lead the nation.

Reiterating his commit-
ment towards development,
Modi apprised the local intel-
lectuals of his mega projects in
detail and said that the Kashi

Vishwanath Corridor, which
should have been built earlier,
had come into existence now.

Explaining his intention
to build the tallest statue of
Sardar Patel in Gujarat, Modi
said that its only objective was
to make the younger genera-
tion aware of the culture, civi-
lization and freedom struggle
of India.

According to him, with
the development of railway
stations and infrastructure, the
economy of the city had
become stronger and asked
the participants about their
experiences of travel in the
Vande Bharat Express apart

from facilities.
The prime minister said

that the students of the coun-
try went to Ukraine to get med-
ical education because during
the previous governments did
not try to provide them with
sufficient medical colleges in
the country. 

He also highlighted the
efforts being made in this
direction, saying that the num-
ber of doctors produced in the
country in several decades
after independence would be
produced within a few years
now. Many eminent personal-
ities from the fields of literature,
art and culture were present.
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The Himachal Pradesh
Government has decided to

move towards meeting  100 per
cent of its energy requirement
through renewable and green
energy. If it is achieved, the
State will become the first
Green State in the Country.

This was the big takeaway
of the budget presented by
Chief Minister  Jai Ram Thakur
on Saturday.  

Himachal consumes about
12000 MU (Million Units) of
Power every year. Only 2000
MU of which is thermal power
and rest is green/renewable
power. The State has to use
thermal power because of two
reasons. First, because the State
has entered into PPA (Power
Purchase Agreements) long
back with Thermal Power
Stations. The obligations under
these PPAs will end only by
2034. The obligations include
paying for both fixed costs and
actual consumption charges. 

The second reason is that
the State uses some thermal
power as Round the Clock
(RTC) power as it is cheaper
than renewable power. 
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Expressing confidence of
returning to power again,

riding on the `mahila shakti’,
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
said that women had appreci-
ated the good work done by the
double-engine government and
this was reflected in the voting
pattern in 2022 assembly elec-
tions of Uttar Pradesh.

Yogi declared that the
Bharatiya Janata Party will win
80 per cent of the assembly
seats and other parties will
share the remaining 20 per
cent.

“Women gave good sup-
port to the BJP across the state
because of the policies of the
present government. The dou-
ble-engine government
ensured free houses and toilets
to the women. Toilets are a tes-
tament of `nari garima’ and
then we introduced schemes
like Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao,
Janani Suraksha Yojana and
even ensured smoke-free
kitchen by providing free LPG
connections,” Yogi said here on
Saturday at the end of the

election campaign for the sev-
enth and the last phase of elec-
tions in the state.

The seventh phase election
will be held on March 7 and the
results will be out on March 10.

Elaborating on the two-
month election campaign, Yogi
Adityanath said that the biggest
achievement of this election
was that no violence had been
reported so far.

“This is because of the
crime-free atmosphere given by
the BJP government. The
peaceful elections in UP could
be a surprise for many but it
was the commitment of the
double-engine government to
ensure improvement in law
and order and we fulfilled that
commitment,” he said and
added: “The double-engine
government’s ideology of Sabka
Saath, Sabka Vikas aur Sabka
Vishwas was reflected in the
election campaign”.

Yogi Adityanath said before
2014, the political parties had
run election campaigns on the
basis of caste and language and
no one highlighted the main
issues.
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With the aim to clean the
Yamuna river, Delhi’s

Water Minister, Satyendra Jain
on Saturday inaugurated a
Wastewater Treatment Plant
(WWTP) at Delhi’s Coronation
Pillar site with a capacity of
treating 31.80 crore litres of
waste water per day. The
Minister also laid the founda-
tion stone of a 71.51 km long
sewer line in Sangam Vihar and
Deoli Constituency.

According to Jain, the
newly built Coronation Pillar
wastewater treatment plant will
cater to the requirements of
sewage treatment for the coro-
nation pillar drainage zone.

“The wastewater that is
generated from the areas of
Shakti Nagar, Kamla Nagar,
Roop Nagar, Delhi University
Campus, Nehru Vihar and
University area will be treated
at this plant. Apart from this,
the sewage generated from
unauthorised colonies such as

Saroop Nagar, Bhalswa, Sant
Nagar and Wazirabad Group of
colonies will also be treated
here now,” said Jain.

Jain said that the waste-
water that is being discharged
from these colonies will be
treated at the coronation pillars
WWTP, which will eventually
lead to cleaning the river
Yamuna, benefiting lakhs of
people of the area.

“Presently, the sewage
which directly falls into the
Supplementary drain will now
get trapped and treated at the

Coronation Pillar WWTP
through the pumping station
available in Burari. The treat-
ed wastewater will then fall in
the supplementary drain before
getting merged with the river
Yamuna,” he said.

“In order to strengthen the
existing sewerage system, the
Delhi Government has also
initiated the work of laying
71.51 km of sewer lines in 20
unauthorised colonies of
Sangam Vihar and Deoli
Constituency,” said the
Minister.
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Delhi’s Deputy Chief
Minister, Manish Sisodia

on Saturday inaugurated two
new state-of-the-art swimming
pools in Delhi Government
schools to prepare students for
international swimming cham-
pionships and provide free of
cost swimming training to
every student.  These swim-
ming pools were inaugurated by
Sisodia, who is also Education
Minister, at Sarvodaya Kanya
Vidyalaya (SKV) in Mayur
Vihar and SKV in Mandawali
on Saturday.

Sisodia said the Delhi
Government school infra-
structure and facilities in them
are no less than that of any
international universities like
Harvard and Oxford. “Arvind
Kejriwal’s Government is com-
mitted to provide best of the
world facilities to children in
Delhi government schools.
These buildings are even bet-
ter than some of the premier
institutions of India such as IITs
and IIMs,” said Sisodia.

“With the addition of these
two new pools today, govern-
ment schools now have 24
state-of-the-art swimming

pools. Registration for these
pools will open from April 1
and students will be given
training for free. Continuing
additions to sports infrastruc-
ture in our Delhi Government
schools will set a fitness revo-
lution in the national Capital,”
said Sisodia.

“We want every child in
Delhi Government schools to
learn swimming, as it not only
prepares children for a partic-
ular kind of sport but also
improves their physical and
mental health in the long run.
Now that we have a free of cost
facility to learn swimming, stu-

dents must take out time and
register for that,” said Sisoda.

“Students from all across
Delhi, irrespective of their
socio-economic background,
will have equal and free access
to these pools at Delhi
Government schools and this
is what Baba Saheb and Bhagat
Singh always dreamt of. Every
child is treated equally in our
schools and we are committed
to provide the best quality
education to every child” said
Sisodia while inviting students
from private schools to swim-
ming pools of Delhi
Government schools.
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Two men and a juvenile,
who were inspired from a

YouTube video, were nabbed by
the Delhi Police for allegedly
trying to uproot a private bank
ATM in west Delhi's Nangloi
area.

The accused have been
identified as Kundan Kumar
(22) and Papu (22), both resi-
dents of Bihar's Muzaffarpur
district.

According to Sameer
Sharma, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), Outer district, on
Wednesday, the Nangloi police
station had received the infor-
mation from a private bank
headquarter around 2 AM that
some people had entered the
ATM booth at Rajdhani Park
and their activities were suspi-
cious.

“As soon as police got the
information police teams
rushed to the spot where the
three suspects, who tried to flee
in different directions, were
chased down and caught,” said
the DCP.

“During initial investiga-
tion the trio disclosed that
they are roommates and were
residing in Prem Nagar area as
tenants. They had planned to
make off with the ATM after
getting inspired by a YouTube
video, said the DCP adding that
the police have also recovered
the tools including one drill
machine, a hammer and a
screw machine, used in com-
mission of crime.

“An alarm had went off at
the bank's headquarter, when
they were cutting the ATM
wires, following which the
police was alerted,” the DCP
added.
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With Municipal
Corporation of Delhi

(MCD) elections round the
corner, senior Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) leader and MLA,
Vishesh Ravi, on Saturday
alleged that the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) ruled MCD
has gone as far as taking away
the right to education of Dalit
students by closing one school
after the other in the city.

Ravi said the BJP-ruled
MCD is so cruel that it is shut-
ting a 60-year-old primary
school on Tank Road forcing
students to go two kms away
for education in another
school. “The school being shut
caters to underprivileged and
Dalit households; why does the
BJP not want their children to
study,” said Ravi.

“For the last two months,
we have been continuously
exposing the distatorous state
of the schools of MCD.
Especially in Karol Bagh, MCD

has sold several schools and
given contracts to build park-
ings there,” he said.

“After selling half the land
of a school on Pusa Road, a
parking project is being devel-
oped there. But their thirst for
money knows no bounds.
There is a place called
Anandpuri Khan near Tank
Road in Karol Bagh, where
MCD runs a primary school
which on 7 February received
an order saying that this school
will soon be shut and that the
children studying in the school
will be transferred to the school
located about two km from
there,” said Ravi.

“I want to ask the BJP
ruled MCD, why are you tak-
ing away the right to education
from the children of poor
downtrodden families? Why
are you suddenly closing a 60
year old school which was
built for the poor? We request
the Lieutenant Governor of
Delhi to take cognizance of this
matter as well,” Ravi added.
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Delhi Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia 
Saturday said the city

Government's Business
Blasters programme, which
aims to encourage entrepre-
neurial mindset among stu-
dents, will be started in private
schools also from next year.

He was speaking at the
Business Blasters Investment
Summit and Expo at the
Thyagraj Stadium here where
over 100 business ideas of
Government school students
were presented to investors. 

"The Business Blasters pro-
gramme will also be extended
to private schools from next
year. A meeting will be held on
March 7 to discuss how it can
be rolled out in private
schools," Sisodia said at the
event. 

Sisodia, who also holds the

education portfolio, said that
big global companies such as
Facebook and Twitter should
emerge out of India also. 

He said that Business
Blasters programme develops
entrepreneurial mindset
among students.

Business Blasters is the
Delhi Government's start-up
programme where students of
Classes 11 and 12 propose
business ideas and the
Government helps them in
giving these pitches a shape. 
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In a move to turn Yamuna
River pollution-free, the

Delhi Jal Board (DJB) on
Saturday approved a project to
lay 575 kilometres of sewer line
in unauthorised colonies in
the national Capital, said
Satyendra Jain, Water Minister
on Saturday. Sewer lines will be
laid in Shahbad, Sangam Vihar,
Jafarpur, Galibpur, Sarangpur,
Goyal Vihar, Kilokri,
Kanganheri and Dichaol group
of colonies, it said.

There are 1,799 unautho-
rised colonies in the national
Capital. While sewer lines had
been commissioned in 685 of
them by October-end last year,
the Government plans to bring
the rest under the sewer net-
work by December 2024.  

At a board meeting chaired
by Delhi Water Minister
Satyendra Jain, the utility also
approved the construction of

an “interceptor sewer” at the
mouth of the Barapula drain,
which is one of the four major
drains falling into the Yamuna. 

The wastewater will be
trapped and diverted to the
Okhla sewage treatment plant
for treatment. 

The meeting also approved
the proposal to construct a
sewage pumping station of 60
MGD (million gallons a day)
capacity at Kilokari to resolve
the issue of sewage overflow in
many parts of Delhi. 

The Delhi Jal Board (DJB)
also approved the upgrada-
tion of an old STP of 10 MGD
capacity at Yamuna Vihar to 15
MGD using a new technology.
The Rs 78-crore project will be
completed in a year

The Arvind Kejriwal-led
Delhi government aims to con-
nect all the colonies to sewage
treatment plants to prevent
the wastewater from falling
directly into the drains, which
fall into the Yamuna, Jain
added.
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ADelhi court on Saturday
dismissed former AAP

Councilor Tahir Hussain's bail
plea in a money laundering
case related to the February
2020 riots in the city's north-
east.  

Additional Sessions Judge
Amitabh Rawat dismissed the
bail plea, saying there was not
enough ground to grant the
relief to the accused. 

The court accepted the
arguments advanced by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
Special Public Prosecutor (SPP)
N K Matta that there was suf-
ficient material on record
against the accused and the
case of money laundering was
made out against him.

The SPP had also argued
that there is sufficient evi-
dence and witnesses to the
effect that the accused was
involved in the funding of
riots.  

The accused distributed
money to other accused per-
sons for rioting and procuring
the weapons, Matta told the
court.

The defence counsel had
claimed in the bail application
that no case of money laun-
dering was made out against
his client.

He had argued that the
basis of the ED case was the
alleged transaction of Rs 1.5
crore on fake and bogus invoic-
es.

He argued that only a case
of GST was made out against
him for transaction through
fake and bogus invoices.

The ED had registered the
complaint against Hussain and
others under the Prevention of
Money Laundering (PMLA)
Act based on a case filed by the
Delhi police.

Hussain was one of the
prime accused in connection
with the northeast riots in
February 2020.

#$�%%��&�����

��
'
���(���
�
��
�
����
���	��
�������)�����

)��!
�������,��-���
$
�����
�������
���
�
�!���
�.-+��	����
��

�&*����		��!�+,�����
�
���)
��������
����'
��
-�
���


�!���%%�

B���	
��������
���
�
	��
�	������������������)���
	
1���
��*�������������

'�����	����
��
�������
��(�����	�#�����%���
��.��������	���/������'����	�����������.%�#�����0���	��������0��������)�	��������"���%���
��1�	��� ���	���	�$�������2
.��
�������3���	����$����)��$������/��	���	��'���������������������!����	���	������

����	� %�����4�/�	5�	�#����

6� �����
������)����������������������	)�!����

����� 234�0356�

The NIA has arrested a sus-
pected smuggler for his

alleged involvement in smug-
gling gold and Fake Indian
Currency Notes (FICN) in the
country, an official said on
Saturday.  

Abdul Wahid of Uttar
Pradesh's Sant Kabir Nagar
who currently resides in Delhi's
Bhajanpura was arrested
Friday, the official of the pre-
mier investigation agency said.

The case pertains to the
January 12 seizure of FICN of
face value of Rs 10 lakh and 175
gms gold worth Rs 8.5 lakh at
terminal-3 of Delhi's Indira
Gandhi International Airport
by Customs officials from

Mohammad Shahjan, the NIA
official said.

After forensic examina-
tion, it was found that the
seized FICN was of high qual-
ity and subsequently sections of
the stringent Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act
were invoked, the official said.

Earlier, two accused were
arrested by the NIA in the case.

Wahid has revealed that he
is an active member of a gang
involved in smuggling of
FICNs and gold into India, the
official said. He was produced
before the special NIA court,
Patiala House, on Saturday
and taken on police remand,
the NIA official said, adding
that further investigation in the
case continues. 
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Two women, who claimed
to be married to the same

man, were arrested for
allegedly manhandling a sub-
inspector and breaking the
mobile phone of another
inside a police station in
northwest Delhi's Rohini, offi-
cials said on Saturday.  

The incident took place
on Friday evening.  The
accused were identified as
Alka (29) and Hemlata (29),
they said.

According to police, one
Mahesh Barwa was taken to
South Rohini police station for
investigation in connection
with a case. He was later
arrested for misbehaving with
police personnel.

Later, Alka and Hemlata,
both claiming to be Barwa's
wife, came to the police station
for his release. Both of them

created a ruckus, manhandled
a sub-inspector and tore his
uniform. They also broke the
mobile phone of another sub-
inspector when he tried make
a video of the assault, Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Rohini) Pranav Tayal 
said.

A case was registered
against the two women on
Saturday under sections 186
(obstructing public servant
in discharge of public func-
tions), 353 (assault or crimi-
nal force to deter public ser-
vant from discharge of his
duty), 34 (common inten-
sion) and 427 (mischief caus-
ing damage to the amount of
fifty rupees) of the Indian
Penal Code at South Rohini
police station, the DCP 
said.

The women were pro-
duced before the metropolitan
magistrate and were later
arrested, the police said. 
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The Delhi High Court has
cancelled the bail granted to

a man accused of raping a
woman suffering from bipolar
disorder by luring her on the
pretext that there was an evil
spirit of a dog in her body that
needed to be removed by an
occultist.   Justice Mukta Gupta
set aside the bail granted by the
trial court and said the accused
lives in the vicinity of the pros-
ecutrix and is likely to intimidate
or influence her again.
The judge, who was dealing with
a challenge to the bail order filed
by the father of the prosecutrix,
directed the accused to surren-
der within a week and observed
that the trial court order suffered
from "gross illegality" as it
ignored the woman's statement
given to the magistrate, the
seriousness of the offence and

the fact that her statement was
yet to be recorded for trial.

"The impugned order
dated 7th September, 2021 is
set aside. The bail granted to
respondent no.2 (accused) is
cancelled. Respondent no.2
will surrender to custody with-
in one week," the court ordered.

The prosecutrix, a 37-year-
old woman who suffered from
bipolar disorder and was going
through a divorce, was taken to
Nainital instead of Vaishno
Devi by the accused who put
vermilion on her head to make
her believe that they were mar-
ried and then committed sex-
ual intercourse with her.

Granting bail to the
accused, the trial court had said
bipolar disorder did not per-
manently affect the mental sta-
tus and a video of the accused
and the prosecutrix prima facie
showed that the woman was

conscious, oriented and aware
of the nature of the act and that
she could be seen voluntarily
accompanying the accused.
Justice Gupta opined that the
trial court "failed to notice
that consciousness and orien-
tation are different from being
able to exercise sound mental
judgment and to realise that the
victim is being enticed to fall
prey to the accused".

"The learned Additional
Sessions Judge failed to notice
that the respondent no.2 was
living in the neighbourhood of
the prosecutrix, thus was aware
of the mental faculties of the
victim and taking advantage
thereof, as her marriage was
broken and she was eager to get
married, he lured her stating
that he would get the evil spir-
it out of her soul, get her mar-
ried to a boy and called her on
21st July, 2021.
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The Delhi Government has
provided administrative

approval and estimate sanc-
tions for streetscaping of four
more sample stretches of
Aurobindo Marg, Lodhi Road,
Nelsan Mandela Road and
Jagatpuri to Karkardooma
stretch, officials said on
Saturday.  

According to Public Works
Department (PWD) officials,
these stretches are part of nine
sample stretches on which
Delhi’s roads will be
redesigned.

Officials said since the
approval has been granted by
the government, the streetscap-
ing and beautification work of
these sample stretches is like-
ly to begin soon.

PWD officials said under

the project, 600 metre stretch
of Lodhi Road, 810 metre por-
tion of Aurobindo Marg, 1km
stretch of Nelson Mandela
Road and 800 metre part of
Jagatputi-Karkardooma road
will be redesigned and beauti-
fied.

This sample stretch is part
of Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal's ambitious
“Redesigning and beautifica-
tion of roads on European
standards” project.

“…in pursuance to the
proposal of Engineer-in-Chief,
PWD titled 'streetscaping of
1000 Metre of Nelson Mandela
Road to make it Model Stretch
of streetscaping project' with an
estimated cost of Rs 19.16
crore … I have been directed to
convey the Administrative
Approval & Expenditure
Sanction of Competent

Authority for carrying out the
above work,” PWD Deputy
Secretary (Works) said in a cir-
cular. 

Similar circulars have been
issued for other model stretch-
es, including Lodhi Road,
Aurobindo Marg and
Ja g atpu r i - Kar k ard o om a  
road.

Officials associated with
the project said the government
has sanctioned Rs 15.62 crore
for streetscaping of Lodhi
Road.

“A sum of Rs 14.41 crore
has been sanctioned for the
beautification of 810 metre
stretch of Aurobindo Marg,
while Rs 15.55 crore has been
set aside for streetscaping of
Ja g atpu r i - Kar k ard o om a
stretch,” a PWD official told
PTI on 
Saturday.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will inaugurate the 12

km stretch of the total 32.2 km
Pune Metro Rail project on
Sunday. PM Modi will also lay
the foundation stone of various
development projects in the
city. 

This project is being pre-
pared at a cost of more than Rs
11,400 crore. The Prime
Minister had laid the project's
foundation stone on December
24, 2016. Modi will take a ride
on the Pune Metro from
Garware Station to Vanaz to
launch the operations  and
open the service for citizens.

According to the Prime
Minister’s Office release, at
around 11 am, the Prime
Minister will unveil the statue
of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
in the premises of Pune
Municipal Corporation. The
statue is made up of 1850 kg
gun metal and is about 9.5 feet

tall.
“This project is an endeav-

our to provide world class
infrastructure for urban mobil-
ity in Pune. Foundation Stone
of the project was also laid by
the Prime Minister on 24th
Dec 2016. The entire project is
being built at a total cost of
more than Rs 11,400 crore. He
will also inaugurate and inspect
Exhibition at Garware Metro
Station and will undertake a
metro ride from there to
Anandnagar Metro Station,”
the statement said.

The Maharashtra Metro
Rail Corporation (MahaMetro)
has recently received safety
clearance from the commis-
sioner of metro railway safety
(CMRS) for the 12 km route.
By the end of December,
Mahametro has set a target of
spreading a network of 33.29
km in Pune city. Till now, the
work of up to 11.97 km has
been completed. The work of
the remaining 21.32 km is to be

completed in the next 10
months. 

The Prime Minister will
also lay the foundation stone of
rejuvenation and pollution
abatement of Mula-Mutha
River projects. Rejuvenation
will be done in a 9 Km stretch
of the river at a project cost of
more than Rs. 1080 crores. It
will involve works such as river
edge protection, interceptor
sewage network, public ameni-
ties, boating activity etc.

Mula-Mutha River pollu-

tion abatement project will be
implemented on the concept of
“One City One Operator” at a
cost of over Rs 1470 crore. A
total of 11 sewage treatment
plants will be constructed
under the project, with a com-
bined capacity of around 400
MLD. 

The Prime Minister will
also launch 100 e-buses andan
e-bus depot constructed at
Baner and inaugurate the R.K
Laxman Art Gallery-Museum
constructed at Balewadi, Pune.
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Mother Dairy will increase
milk prices by Rs 2 per

litre in Delhi-NCR with effect
from Sunday due to rise in pro-
curement costs. The price hike
comes soon after Amul, Parag
and other leading dairy sup-
pliers of India  increased the
price of milk by Rs 2 per litre
across all its varieties from
March 1.

"In view of the rising pro-
curement prices (amount paid
to farmers), fuel costs and
costs of packaging material,
Mother Dairy is compelled to
raise its liquid milk prices by Rs
2/litre in Delhi NCR with effect
from March 6, 2022," the com-
pany said on Saturday. The
areas where Mother Dairy milk
will be costlier from March 6
also include  Haryana, Western
Uttar Pradesh and
Uttarakhand. Mother Dairy
had last raised the milk prices
in July 2021. 

Full cream milk will cost Rs
59 per litre from Sunday, up
from Rs 57 per litre Prices of
toned milk will increase to Rs
49, while double toned milk
will rise to Rs 43 per litre. Cow
milk prices have been hiked to
Rs 51 per litre from Rs 49 per
litre. Bulk vended milk (token
milk) price has been raised to
Rs 46 from Rs 44 per litre.

"In view of the rising pro-
curement prices (amount paid
to farmers), fuel costs and
costs of packaging material,
Mother Dairy is compelled to
raise its liquid milk prices by Rs
2/litre in Delhi NCR with effect
from March 6, 2022," the com-
pany said on Saturday.

The company said it has
been experiencing a surge in
varied input costs which have
increased multifold. The pro-
curement prices (amount paid
to farmers) have alone firmed
up by about 8-9 per cent since
July 2021. The other costs have
also gone up, it said. 

"The surge in farm prices is
only being partially passed on
to the consumers, with an
effective revision of only 4 per
cent, which is lower than the
increase witnessed in the farm
prices and overall food infla-
tion, thereby securing the inter-
ests of both the stakeholders,"

the company said.
"As a responsible organi-

zation, Mother Dairy has con-
sistently worked towards pro-
viding remunerative prices to
milk producers, thereby ensur-
ing the sustainability of dairy-
ing and availability of quality
milk," the statement added.
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The Supreme Court has
stayed a Delhi High Court

order which laid down guide-
lines regarding feeding of stray
dogs while observing that cit-
izens have the right to feed
community canines.

A bench of Justices Vineet
Saran and Aniruddha Bose
issued notices to the Animal
Welfare Board of India, Delhi
government and others on an
appeal filed by an NGO against
the High Court order.

“Issue notice, returnable
in six weeks. Meanwhile, oper-
ation of the impugned order
shall remain stayed,” the bench
said.

The top court was hearing
an appeal filed by the Humane
Foundation for People &
Animals challenging the June

24, 2021 order of the High
Court.

The NGO contended that
the High Court’s directions
can lead to an increase in the
menace of stray dogs.

“A dog under human
supervision and control and
dependent on its human care-
takers for all of its needs can be
prevented from biting and
attacking people and other
animals by physical restraint,
confinement to private prop-
erty and suppressing aggressive
tendencies with care and train-
ing. This is not the case with
stray dogs, therefore feeding in
societies, streets or at any pub-
lic places is a direct risk to cit-
izens,” the NGO said.

The High Court had said
stray dogs have the right to
food and citizens have the
right to feed community

canines while observing that in
exercising this right, care and
caution should be taken to
ensure that it does not impinge
upon others and causes no
harassment or nuisance.

The High Court, while lay-

ing down guidelines regarding
feeding of stray dogs, had said
every dog is a territorial being
and it has to be fed and tend-
ed to at places within their ter-
ritory which is not frequented
by the general public.

Any person having com-
passion for stray dogs can feed
them at their private entrance
or driveway of their house or
any other place not shared
with other residents but no one
can restrict the other from

feeding dogs, until and unless
it is causing harm or harass-
ment to them, it had said.

“Community dogs
(stray/street dogs) have the
right to food and citizens have
the right to feed community
dogs but in exercising this
right, care and caution should
be taken to ensure that it does
not impinge upon the rights of
others or cause any harm, hin-
drance, harassment and nui-
sance to other individuals or
members of the society,” the
High Court had said.

It had said that street dogs
perform the role of communi-
ty scavengers and also control
rodent population in the area,
thus preventing spread of dis-
eases like leptospirosis and
they also provide companion-
ship to those who feed them
and act as their stress relievers.
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Though first detected in
2020, it is only now that a

team of researchers has identi-
fied the unique features of
multisystem inflammatory syn-
drome in children (MIS-C), a
rare but potentially deadly
complication of Covid in kids,
that suggest how the syndrome
gets started. The findings, pub-
lished in the Journal of Allergy
and Clinical Immunology, may
lead to faster diagnosis and bet-
ter treatment of MIS-C.

“One of the major unan-
swered questions about MIS-C
is how, immunologically, the
disease evolves from the initial
infectious episode to the final,
immune-mediated assault,”
said Mark Gorelik, Assistant
Professor of pediatrics at
Columbia University Vagelos
College of Physicians and
Surgeons.

MIS-C is a condition in
which vital organs can become

inflamed, often causing severe
illness and hospitalization. The
syndrome can be deadly,
though most patients eventu-
ally recover.

The team compared eight
MIS-C patients with 14 patients
who had other febrile infec-
tions, by looking at the array of
immune cells and responses in
blood samples taken at the very
first encounter with care in the
emergency department, before
treatments were initiated.

A clue to what causes MIS-
C may lie in the different

immune cells found in MIS-C
patients compared with other
patients, the researchers said.

“Only some cells were acti-
vated, which suggests that these
cells are mistakenly directing
the immune system to attack
blood vessels in the body that
had been damaged by the
virus,” said Robert Winchester,
Professor at the varsity.

“These cells are drawn to
the blood vessels because of the
presence of the virus, but they
appear to misidentify the cul-
prit when they alert the rest of
the immune system,” he added.

MIS-C also appears to
drive patients’ natural killer
cells — another type of
immune cell – to exhaustion.
“They get to the point where
they are no longer able to
carry out their function prop-
erly,” Winchester said. “This is
seen in some other inflamma-
tory diseases and may offer a
clue to treatment similar to
those diseases.”
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday hailed

the contribution of Sulabh
International to the cleanliness
movement in the country as
the organisation celebrated its
52nd foundation day. Sulabh
founder Bindeshwar Pathak
began the celebrations by hon-
ouring Arunoday Sharma
from Himachal Pradesh with
“Dr Bindeshwar Pathak Sulabh
International Sanitation and
Human Rights Prize for
Excellence” which carries a
prize money of Rs 12.50 lakh.
Sharma shot into limelight
following his outstanding per-
formance on the television
show Kaun Banega Crorepati
(KBC) last year.

Sulabh, on its foundation
day, also felicitated some other
children and awarded them
with awards and 
scholarships.

"The contribution of
Sulabh towards broad-basing
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan has
been admirable. May the
Foundation Day's celebrations
inspire every member to work
with renewed vigour to serve
various segments of the soci-
ety, particularly the poor and
the marginalised. Best wishes
for all success of the 52
Foundation Day. I am sure that
the photo exhibition will
renew old memories of the
organisation's admirable voy-
age," Modi said in his message
to Sulabh.

The programme titled
'Swachhta & Swadhinta' was
organised in collaboration
with the Ministry of Culture.

It was attended by a large
number of scholars from var-
ious universities of the coun-
try. Vice Chancellor of Central
University of South Bihar,
Professor Kameshwar Nath
Singh delivered the key note
address on the occasion.

Yoga guru Baba Ramdev
joined the event virtually from
Haridwar and lauded the
ongoing Swaachta campaign
and the efforts taken by

Pathak.
Meanwhile, the Sulabh

founder appreciated the efforts
of the prime minister for all-
round development of the
country, particularly in the
field of sanitation.

"The Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav is about the prime
minister's grand vision of
India 2.0 as Aatmanirbahar
Bharat that we all take pride in,
and as Sulabh family, we
affirm our faith in and resolve
to work for, as also the pro-
found vision and dream of
Mahatma Gandhi for Swachh
Bharat," Pathak said.

Since its inception in 1970,
Sulabh has spearheaded a
movement for restoration of
human rights and dignity to
the former untouchables as
well as for providing safe and
hygienic human waste dis-
posal system to millions of
Indians, who had no access to
safe sanitation 
facilities.

Pathak also invented the
Sulabh two-pit pour-flush on-
site ecological compost toilet,
recognised by UNDP and
WHO as one of the best glob-
al technologies for disposal of
human waste, and construc-
tion of 1.6 million household
toilets as well as more than
10,000 pay-and-use toilet
complexes being used daily by
20 million Indians, to name
just a few.

Director of Amrit
Mahotsav, Ministry of Culture,
Priyanka Chandra, in her
address highlighted the ini-
tiatives of the government at
75 Azadi ka Mahotsav.
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An expert panel of the cen-
tral drug authority of India

(DCGI) has recommended the
permission for conducting
phase-3 clinical trial of single-
dose Covid-19 vaccine 'Sputnik
Light' as a booster dose, official
sources said on Saturday. Now
the ball lies in the court of the
DCGI to whether or not to
approve it  

The recommendations
have been sent to the Drugs
Controller General of India
(DCGI) for final approval.

The DCGI had on
February 4 granted emergency
use permission to Sputnik
Light vaccine in India, subject
to certain regulatory provi-
sions.

Hyderabad-based Dr.
Reddy's Laboratories had pre-
sented its proposal to DCGI for
conducting the phase-3 trial of
Sputnik Light vaccine as a
booster dose.

Sputnik Light is the same
as component-1 of Sputnik V.

"The Subject Expert
Committee (SEC) on Covid-19
of the CDSCO, which reviewed
the application on Friday after

detailed deliberation, recom-
mended granting permission
for the phase-3 clinical trial
with condition to initiate the
trial with Sputnik Light vaccine
for which the firm is holding
emergency use authorisation
permission in the country sub-
ject to certain regulatory pro-
visions," an official source said.

Sputnik Light vaccine is
approved in 29 countries,
including Argentina and
Russia.

Last month, the DCGI had
granted emergency use autho-
rization (EUA) to Sputnik Light
vaccine in India, subject to cer-
tain regulatory provisions.
With this, Sputnik Light has
become the ninth COVID-19

vaccine that has been granted
EUA in the country.

An independent compara-
tive study conducted by the
Spallanzani Institute in Italy
earlier this year showed that
Sputnik V demonstrates strong
protection against the Omicron
variant, with over two times
higher virus neutralising activ-
ity compared to the Pfizer vac-
cine.

The data supports the
results of the recent laborato-
ry study by the Gamaleya
Center demonstrating that
Sputnik V induces robust neu-
tralising antibody response to
the Omicron variant, further
strengthened by Sputnik Light
as a booster.
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The Indian Embassy in Kyiv
on Saturday said buses

have been arranged to evacu-
ate 298 stranded Indian citi-
zens from Pisochyn. The shift
of focus to North Eastern
Ukraine came even as reports
came in about students alleg-
ing that the Indian Embassy
there was not helpful and the
education agents were asking
for USD 500 from each stu-
dent for evacuation. 

Indian students in Sumy also
posted videos, saying they

have decided to leave for the
Russian border and that the
Indian government and the
embassy in Ukraine will be
responsible if anything hap-
pens to 
them.

Following this, Indian
envoy to Ukraine Partha
Satpathy said no stone will be
left unturned for the safe evac-
uation of Indian students from
the conflict-stricken eastern
Ukrainian city of Sumy as he
hailed the unparalleled
strength and fortitude dis-
played by the young citizens in

dealing with the adversities.
After the embassy's assur-

ance, the students did not
leave the eastern Ukrainian
city that has been witnessing
intense fighting between
Russian and Ukrainian troops.

"The last two weeks have
been extremely harrowing and
challenging for all of us.
Hardly anyone would have
ever witnessed such pain and
disruption in our lives,"
Satpathy said.

"Nonetheless, I am proud
of the maturity and fortitude
displayed by our Indian
nationals, especially young
Indian students, in continuing
to stay brave during these dif-
ficult times," he said. His mes-
sage was posted on Twitter by
the Indian embassy in Kyiv.

As for evacuation from
Pisochyn, the late evening
announcement came from the
Indian Embassy in Kyiv. The
embassy said the buses will
soon reach Pisochyn to evac-
uate the stranded Indian stu-
dents and urged them to fol-
low safety instructions and
precautions.

“Reaching out to our 298

students in Pisochyn. Buses
are enroute and expected to
arrive soon. Please follow all
safety instructions and pre-
cautions. Be Safe Be Strong.
@opganga @MEAIndia,” the
Indian Embassy in Kyiv tweet-
ed.

“From Pisochyn and
Kharkiv, we should be able to
clear out everyone in the next
few hours, so far I know no
one left in Kharkhiv. Main
focus is on Sumy now, chal-
lenge remains ongoing vio-
lence & lack of transportation;
best option would be cease-
fire,” the MEA said here.

According to a stranded
Indian student Prabal Gautam,
“The education agents are say-
ing that Edupedia, which is an
agent of Bobtrade, is asking for
500 USD/person from stu-
dents to get them evacuated as
no help is being rendered
from the Indian embassy,”

While the group of 500
Indian students stuck in
Kharkiv has reached the loca-
tion designated by the Indian
embassy, none of the officials
of the embassy were available
on the ground, he alleged.
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India is set to send the third
batch of shipment of wheat to

Afghanistan as part of its
humanitarian aid. India has
already shipped 4,000 tonnes of
wheat to Afghanistan through
the Pakistan border.

According to Food
Secretary Sudhanshu Pandey,
the next batch of shipment of
2,000 tonnes of wheat each is
scheduled for March 8, 14,
and 20 of this year to
Afghanistan via the Pakistan
border. A total of 50,000 tonnes
of quality wheat worth Rs 125
crore grain will be delivered
through the Pakistan border via
the land route to Afghanistan
in almost a month, Pandey said
and added that more aid of
wheat will depend on the gov-
ernment decision.

Asserting that Afghanistan
has received "very well" the
assistance provided by India,
the secretary said the first
batch of wheat was dispatched
on February 22 and by the end
of March, 10,000 tonnes will be
delivered. The 40,000 tonnes

will be delivered in batches of
2,000 each, he told reporters in
a virtual press conference.
"And, the response we got
from the Afghanistan side is
very overwhelming in terms of
appreciation both of the qual-
ity and the nature of assistance
at a critical time," Pandey said.

The quality wheat has been
provided from state-owned

Food Corporation of India
(FCI). The grain has been
checked in private labs as per the
specifications required under
the global norms, he added.

Pandey said India is pro-
viding wheat to Afghanistan at
an economic cost of Rs 24,996
per tonne. Currently, domestic
wheat prices are ruling around
the same level and even the

global rates have also gone up,
hovering in the range of Rs
24,000 to 25,000 per tonne.

Wheat is delivered to inter-
national UN agency World
Food Programme in
Afghanistan, he added. Wheat
production in India, the world's
second-largest producer, is esti-
mated to touch a new record
111.32 million tonne in the

2021-22 crop year (July-June)
as against 109.59 million tonne
in the previous year, as per the
agriculture ministry's second
advance estimate.

Wheat, the main rabi (win-
ter) crop, will start hitting the
market from March 15
onwards. The country also has
a surplus stock of wheat in the
Government godowns.
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Russian President Vladimir
Putin said Saturday that

Moscow would consider any
third-party declaration of a

no-fly zone over Ukraine as
“participation in the armed
conflict.”

Speaking at a meeting
with female pilots on Saturday,
Putin said Russia would view
“any move in this direction” as
an intervention that "will pose
a threat to our service mem-
bers.”

“That very second, we will
view them as participants of the
military conflict, and it would
not matter what members they
are,” the Russian president said.

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy has
pushed NATO to impose a no-
fly zone over his country, warn-
ing that “all the people who die
from this day forward will also
die because of you” as Russian
forces were battering strategic
locations in Ukraine.

NATO has said a no-fly
zone, which would bar all
unauthorised aircraft from fly-
ing over Ukraine, could pro-
voke widespread war in Europe
with nuclear-armed Russia. 
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Apale, bloodied child, her
pajama pants adorned

cheerfully with unicorns, is
rushed into a hospital, her
mother wailing in terror.

New mothers nestle infants
in makeshift basement bomb
shelters. A father collapses in
grief over the death of his teen
son when shelling ravages a
soccer field near a school.

These scenes unfolded in
and around the Azov Sea port
of Mariupol in southern
Ukraine over the past week,
captured by Associated Press
journalists documenting
Russia's invasion.

With nighttime tempera-

tures just above freezing, the
city was plunged into darkness
late in the week as the battle
knocked out most phone ser-
vices and raised the prospect of
food and water shortages.
Without phone connections,
medics did not know where to
take the wounded.

Russia has made significant
gains on the ground in the
south in an apparent bid to cut
off Ukraine's access to the sea.
It also has taken the
Zaporizhzhia nuclear power
plant, about 270 kilometers
(168 miles) northwest of
Mariupol. Capturing the city
could also allow Russia to build
a land corridor to Crimea,
which it seized in 2014.
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Russia's invasion of Ukraine
is not only an attack on that

country, but also on the secu-
rity of Europe and global peace,
US President Joe Biden has
said, underscoring America's
commitment to the security of
all NATO allies as Moscow's
offensive against the East
European country intensifies.

In an interaction with
reporters during a bilateral
meeting with Finland President
Sauli Niinistö on Friday at the
White House, Biden said the
two nations have been in reg-
ular touch for some time now. 

He said the two countries
have coordinated on a united,
transatlantic response to the
Russians and holding them
accountable for their unpro-
voked and unjustifiable aggres-
sion against Ukraine.

“And we agreed it's not
only an attack on Ukraine, it's
an attack on the security of
Europe and on global peace
and stability,” Biden said.

A White House readout of
the meeting said that Biden and

Niinisto discussed ways to
strengthen bilateral relations
and ensure strong defence and
deterrence in northern Europe.

"The leaders also discussed
ongoing transatlantic coordi-
nation to impose costs on
Russia for its unprovoked and
unjustified military invasion of
Ukraine, and their respective
efforts to provide security and
humanitarian assistance to
Ukraine.The Presidents also
discussed the importance of
NATO's Open Door policy. In
addition, they discussed ener-
gy security and efforts to
address climate change, accord-
ing to the readout.

Earlier in the day, Biden
spoke with President Andrzej
Duda of Poland to discuss
their countries' response, and
those of allies, to Russia's inva-
sion of Ukraine, including
ongoing efforts to impose
severe consequences on Russia.

“Biden underscored the
United States' commitment to
the security of Poland and all
of our NATO Allies,” the White
House said in a statement of the
call.
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As the West condemns Russia,
President Vladimir Putin

has vocal supporters in China,
where the ruling Communist
Party tells its people they are fel-
low targets of US-led harassment.

“If Russia is destroyed, we
will be next. This is for sure,” said
Wang Yongchun, a retiree in
Beijing. “The United States wants
to dominate the world.” Such
comments reflect the stance of a
ruling party that is the closest
thing Putin has to a major ally:
The war should stop but the
United States is to blame.

President Xi Jinping's gov-
ernment has tried to distance
itself from Russia's offensive but
avoided criticising Moscow. The
government has offered to act as

mediator and denounced trade
and financial sanctions against
Russia.Ruling party control of all
Chinese media and intensive
internet censorship make it hard
to gauge public opinion. But
what the party allows online and
requires media to publish make
clear what it wants the public to
think.

Media outlets were told last
week to post only pro-Russian
content and to censor anti-
Russian or pro-Western views,
according to a copy of instruc-
tions posted on the social media
account of the newspaper Beijing
News. The post was later delet-
ed.In a live broadcast of the
Winter Paralympics opening
ceremony in Beijing on Friday,
state broadcaster CCTV did not
translate portions. 
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The International
Organisation for Migration

says the number of people who
have left Ukraine since fighting
began has now reached 1.45 mil-
lion.The UN migration agency,
citing figures from Government
Ministries in countries where
they have arrived, said Saturday
that 787,300 of them went to
Poland. Some 228,700 fled to
Moldova, 144,700 to Hungary,
132,600 to Romania and 100,500
to Slovakia.The IOM said that
nationals of 138 countries have
crossed Ukraine's borders into
neighbouring nations.
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The UK Government is in
the process of fast-tracking

laws to make it easier to exe-
cute sanctions against Russian
oligarchs, most of whom are
known to have close links
with President Vladimir Putin.

Prime Minister Boris
Johnson on Friday vowed to
ramp up pressure on rich
elites who try to launder
money through the UK. 

The Foreign,
Commonwealth and
Development Office (FCDO)
confirmed that emergency leg-
islation will be introduced in
Parliament next week to allow
the government to move
“faster and harder” in sanc-
tioning oligarchs and busi-
nesses associated with the
Putin regime.

“The UK has led the way
with our toughest ever sanc-
tions package against Putin's
regime and we're bolstering
this with new powers in our
arsenal to go further and
faster,” said Johnson.

“We will ramp up pressure
on criminal elites trying to
launder money on UK soil and
close the net on corruption,”
he said.

The Economic Crime
Bill, which has cross-party
support, is expected to be
sped through the UK
Parliament on Monday and
become law by mid-March. 

Outlining its amend-
ments, the FCDO said the
"appropriateness test" – a
threshold that needed to be
met when imposing sanctions
on individuals – would be
removed. 

It is also speeding up the
deadline for overseas compa-
nies to declare their true own-
ers, from 18 months to six
months. 

Maximum fines for non-
compliance with this rule are
set to increase from 500
pounds to 2,500 pounds per
day.

"The world is turning its
back on Putin and his regime,"
Johnson said in a video mes-
sage on Twitter.
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Myanmar's ruling military
council has announced 

the revocation of the citi-
zenship of top members of the
main group coordinating resis-
tance to army rule.

The announcement broad-
cast on state-run MRTV tele-
vision on Friday said 11 lead-
ers of the opposition to mili-
tary rule have had their citi-
zenship terminated because
they had allegedly fled the
country and harmed the
national interest.

It targeted eight members
of the shadow National Unity
Government, 

which views itself as the
country's legitimate ruling
authority, and three prominent
activists.

The NUG was established
by elected legislators who were
barred from taking their seats
when the military seized power
in February last year, ousting
the civilian government of
Aung San Suu Kyi.

Resistance to the takeover
has now led to what some U.N.
Experts have characterized as
a civil war.

At least two members of
the NUG Cabinet named in
the announcement responded
on Twitter on Saturday.

Aung Myo Min, the
human rights minister who has

been traveling in Europe to
seek support for Myanmar
resistance movement, said the
announcement was illegal
because the military council is
not the legitimate government.

“Ceasing citizenship of
Cabinet members by terrorist
military junta is just a joke.
Nothing can stop our love to
our country,” Aung Myo Min
wrote.

The group's foreign min-
ister, Zin Mar Aung, wrote that
“Just because coupmakers pre-
tending to be a government
and strip away my citizenship
does not make me love
Myanmar less. They do not
have the rights to strip people's
citizenship away.”
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Iran on Saturday suggested it
could supply answers long

sought by the United Nations'
nuclear watchdog toward the
end of May as talks in Vienna
over its tattered atomic deal
with world powers appear to be
reaching their end. 

The comment by
Mohammad Eslami, the head
of the civilian Atomic Energy
Organization of Iran, came as
Rafael Mariano Grossi of the
International Atomic Energy
Agency visited Tehran. 

While Grossi did not
directly confirm that timeline,
he described his visit as meant
“to address outstanding ques-
tions” as negotiators back in
Europe appear to be reaching
a deadline to see if the 2015
accord can be revived. 

He planned to address
journalists in Vienna late
Saturday about his trip.“It
would be difficult to believe or
to imagine that such an impor-
tant return to such a compre-
hensive agreement like the
(nuclear deal) would be possi-
ble if the agency and Iran
would not be seeing eye to eye
on how to resolve these impor-
tant safeguards issues,” Grossi
said in Tehran. Safeguards in
the IAEA's parlance refer to the
agency's inspections and mon-
itoring of a country's nuclear
programme.

Grossi for years has sought
for Iran to answer questions
about man-made uranium par-
ticles found at former unde-
clared nuclear sites in the coun-
try. U.S. Intelligence agencies,
Western nations and the IAEA
have said Iran ran an organized
nuclear weapons programme
until 2003. 
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Pakistan's Interior Minister
on Saturday vowed to arrest

the masterminds behind a
deadly suicide attack claimed
by the Islamic State terror
group on a crowded Shia
mosque during Friday prayers
here that killed at least 63 peo-
ple and injured nearly 200 oth-
ers.

A suicide bomber, belong-
ing to the ISIS-Khorasan, blew
himself up inside a mosque in
Qissa Khwani bazaar in
Peshawar, capital of Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa province on
Friday, in one of the deadliest
attacks in the restive region,
bordering Afghanistan.

The death toll on Saturday
rose to 63 after five more peo-
ple injured in the explosion
succumbed to their wounds, a
hospital official said.

"The death toll from the
mosque blast has touched 63
after five more people injured
in the explosion succumbed to
their injuries. The numbers
might go up, " Muhammad
Asim, the spokesman at Lady
Reading Hospital, Peshawar,
where the injured are being
treated, said.

The Islamic State affiliate in
the region known as Islamic
State in Khorasan province
and headquartered in
Afghanistan claimed responsi-
bility for the devastating attack
on the  imambargah in Koocha
Risaldar, a largely Shia neigh-
bourhood in the old city of
Peshawar.

Interior Minister Sheikh

Rashid Ahmed said that
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa police
and investigation agencies have
identified all three suspects
connected to the attack and
have closed in on them.

In a video message shared
on Twitter, Ahmed said the
police and investigation agen-
cies would reach those suspects
in one or two days.

Peshawar SSP (Operations)
Haroon Rasheed Khan said
the explosion was a suicide
blast.

There were two attackers
but only one of them was a sui-
cide bomber, he said. An eye-
witness identified a person as
dressed in black as the suicide
bomber, saying he entered the
mosque, shot and killed the
security guard first and then
fired five to six bullets.

"After that, he quickly
entered the [mosque's] main
hall and blew 

himself up in front of the
pulpit. Following this, there
were bodies and injured peo-
ple lying everywhere," the eye-
witness told Geo News.

Soon after the news of the
bomb blast spread, many peo-
ple, including women, rushed
towards the mosque to inquire
about the well-being of their
family members, who had gone
there to offer Jumma prayer,
the Dawn newspaper reported.

Every house located in the
vicinity of imambargah and in
the nearby streets was in
mourning as the residents
either lost one or two members
or had members seriously
injured in the bomb blast.
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The global money launder-
ing and terrorist financing

watchdog FATF has retained
Pakistan on its terrorism
financing “grey list” for failing
to meet some of its targets
under the additional criteria.

Pakistan has been on the
grey list of the Paris-based
Financial Action Task Force
(FATF) since June 2018 for fail-
ing to check money laundering,
leading to terror financing,
and was given a plan of action
to complete it by October 2019.

Since then, the country
continues to be on that list due
to its failure to comply with the
FATF mandates. Reacting to
FATF's decision on Friday,
Energy Minister Hammad
Azhar said Pakistan will fulfill
both the remaining FATF
action plans soon. Azhar took
to social media announcing
that Pakistan had addressed
seven money laundering-relat-
ed “Action Plan” items within
an unprecedented timeframe
while fulfilling 26 out of 27 ter-
ror financing-related targets.
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Aglobal body focused on
fighting money laundering

has placed the United Arab
Emirates on its so-called “gray
list” over concerns that the
global trade hub isn't doing
enough to stop criminals and
militants from hiding wealth
there. 

The decision late Friday
night by the Paris-based
Financial Action Task Force
puts the UAE, home to Dubai
and oil-rich Abu Dhabi, on a
list of 23 countries including
fellow Mideast nations Jordan,
Syria and Yemen. 

While not expected to dent
business in the Emirates, a
federation of seven sheikhdoms
on the Arabian Peninsula home
to a multitude of economic free
zones and real estate ventures,
it could strike at the country's
carefully managed business-
friendly image. 

Ratings agencies and other
financial institutions also con-
sider such a listing as a risk,
which can affect interest rates

for loans. 
While praising the UAE's

“significant progress,” the body
known as FATF said more
needed to be done. 

Already, the UAE has
established a corporate registry
and signed extradition agree-
ments with other nations. 

However, the UAE long has
been known as been known as
a place where bags of cash,
diamonds, gold and other valu-
ables can be moved into and
through. 

In recent years, the State
Department had described
“bulk cash smuggling" as "a sig-
nificant problem” in the
Emirates. 

A 2018 report by the
Washington-based Center for
Advanced Defense Studies,
relying on leaked Dubai prop-
erty data, found that war prof-
iteers, terror financiers and
drug traffickers sanctioned by
the US had used the city-state's
boom-and-bust real estate mar-
ket as a safe haven for their
money. 
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The Taliban acting interior
minister — designated a

terrorist by the US — said in
a rare public appearance
Saturday that security police
guilty of misconduct in
Afghanistan were being
penalised after a string of
abuse allegations. 

For the first time, photos
showing Sirajuddin Haqqani's
face were published by official
Taliban government channels.

That contrasted with an
October appearance, when
photos of the influential and
reserved figure were blurred.

Haqqani was pho-
tographed attending the
Saturday graduation ceremo-
ny of the first class to complete
police training since the

Taliban assumed control of
Afghanistan. 

Around 377 personnel,
both male and female, gradu-
ated during the ceremony. 
The event marked the first
time Haqqani has given
statements to the media since
being named interior minister.

Haqqani said in a speech
at the ceremony that Taliban
security personnel who com-
mitted crimes against Afghan
civilians were undergoing
criminal proceedings. 

Civilians have complained
of abuse by Taliban militants
in house-to-house raids and at
checkpoints. 

In Januar y a young
woman was shot to death by
a Taliban security police at a
checkpoint. He was later
arrested. 
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The U.S. Will soon begin to
run out of money to bolster

COVID-19 testing supplies
and to guarantee that unin-
sured Americans keep getting
free treatment for the virus
unless Congress swiftly
approves more funding, the
White House warned.

Nearly a year after passage
of the $1.9 trillion American
Rescue Plan, the administra-
tion says the federal govern-
ment has nearly used up the
money dedicated directly to
COVID-19 response. More
money from Congress is
urgently needed to buy anti-
body treatments, preventative
pills for the immunocompro-
mised and to fund communi-
ty testing sites, officials say.

“From the COVID side,
the bank account is empty,” said

COVID-19 deputy coordinator
Natalie Quillian. “We're in con-
versations with lawmakers
about how to secure the fund-
ing, but it's urgently needed.”
Some of the consequences
could be felt later this month.

The White House last
month told Congress it was
preparing to seek $30 billion for
the virus response, but cut
that to $22.5 billion in a formal
request earlier this week that
officials said includes only the
most critical needs. It's being
coupled with a $10 billion
request to provide support to
Ukraine and its people after
Russia's invasion.

“This is an urgent request
and this is what is at stake in
our fight against COVID,” press
secretary Jen Psaki said on
Friday. This month, the White
House warns, COVID-19 test-
ing manufacturers will begin to

slow production of at-home
rapid tests unless the federal
government signs contracts to
buy more. Officials say that
could result in a supply crunch
should there be another surge
in cases.

They also said the Health
Resources and Services
Administration will be forced
to begin winding down claims
for COVID-19 treatment for
uninsured people this month if
Congress doesn't provide more
money. Moreover, the U.S.
Government supply of mono-
clonal antibodies would run
out in May. 

And in July, supplies of the
AstraZeneca prophylactic pill
that can prevent serious illness
in immunocompromised indi-
viduals would go dry. By
September, the U.S. Would run
out of supplies of an oral anti-
viral pill.
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The government has
revised the Open Market
Sale Scheme (OMSS) of

foodgrains for bulk consumers
and private traders by restor-
ing transportation charges that
were waived last year due to
the COVID-19 pandemic,
Food Secretary Sudhanshu
Pandey said on Saturday.

Under the OMSS policy,
the government allows state-
run Food Corporation of India
(FCI) to sell foodgrains, espe-
cially wheat and rice, at pre-
determined prices in the open
market from time to time to
bulk consumers and private
traders.

The policy aims to
enhance supply of grains espe-
cially during the lean season
and thereby to moderate the
general open market prices,
especially in the deficit regions.

"In the revised OMSS pol-
icy, only one change has been
made and restored the trans-
portation charges which was
borne last year by the
Government of India due to
the COVID-19 pandemic,"
Pandey told reporters in a vir-
tual press conference.

That was an aberration
and a departure from the nor-
mal policy. This year, the trans-
portation charges have been
"restored back" and buyers

will have to pay as per ex-
Punjab or Haryana wherever
the commodity is transported,
he said.

The Secretary also men-
tioned that the sale of grains
under the OMSS this year has
been the highest ever and
crossed the target of 75 lakh
tonne. Total sales have reached
85 lakh tonne, he said.

The revised OMSS policy
is a stable policy and will help
considering the rise in global

prices in the coming months,
he added.

For transparency in oper-
ations, the FCI has switched
over to e-auction for sale under
the OMSS to bulk consumer
and private traders. It conducts
a weekly auction and even
state governments are allowed
to participate in the e-auction
if they require the grain.

Wheat production in
India, the world's second
largest producer, is estimated
to touch a new record 111.32
million tonne in the 2021-22
crop year (July-June) as against
109.59 million tonne in the
previou year, as per the
Agriculture Ministry's second
advance estimate.

Wheat, the main rabi (win-
ter) crop, will start hitting the
market from March 15
onwards. The country also has
a surplus stock of wheat in the
government godowns. 
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China on Saturday cut its GDP target
to 5.5 per cent to focus on slower

growth to stabilise its economic funda-
mentals this year, as the world's second-
largest economy beefed up supportive
measures to shore up growth against
strong headwinds.

In his annual work report submit-
ted to the opening session of the
National People's Congress, (NPC), the
country's parliament, Chinese Premier
Li Keqiang announced the lowering of
the GDP target from six per cent to 5.5
per cent amid uncertain global recovery
due to COVID-19 and Ukraine turmoil
as well slump in China's vast property
sector rising concerns of its impact on
the economy.

In 2021, China's economy grew by
8.1 per cent to about USD 18 trillion-
stated to be the best in a decade.

The pace of the growth was well
above the government target of above six
per cent in 2021.In his work report, Li
said China plans to create more than 11
million new jobs in 2022.

The government has set the deficit-

to-GDP ratio for 2022 at around 2.8 per
cent in a move to boost fiscal sustain-
ability, while the special-purpose bonds
for local government will total 3.65 tril-
lion yuan (USD one trillion).

The fundamentals of China's econ-
omy remain unchanged, and they will
maintain long-term growth, he said.

"We must make economic stability
our top priority," Li said in an apparent
explanation for lowering the GDP tar-
get."The world economic recovery lacks
drive, and commodity prices remain
high and are prone to fluctuation. All of
this is making our external environment
increasingly volatile, grave and uncer-
tain," Li said.The exchange rate of the
yuan will be maintained generally sta-
ble at an adaptive, balanced level, he
added.He also announced a new pack-
age of tax refunds and cuts this year to
support enterprises, including a tem-
porary exemption on value-added tax
payments to small taxpayers.

With over 10 million college grad-
uates expected to enter the job market
this year, Li said that the government will
provide them with stronger policy sup-
port and uninterrupted services.
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As the country is recovering from the
pandemic, a majority of C-Suite

executives and employees (73 per cent)
across sectors feel hiring will not be
adversely impacted due to any new wave
of COVID-19, according to a survey.

As COVID-19 cases continue to
decline across the country, 73 per cent
respondents believe that the new wave
will not have an adverse impact on the
hiring trends across sectors, while 27 per
cent are unsure about the situation in the
future, according to the survey by Genius
Consultants.

The survey was done among 1,468 C-
Suite executives and employees online
across sectors including banking and
finance, engineering, education, FMCG,
hospitality, HR solutions, IT, ITeS and
BPO, logistics, manufacturing, media, oil
and gas, and pharma.

Further, the survey showed that over
69 per cent respondents are not antici-
pating a rise in job insecurity with the
advent of the new variant.

The remaining fear that state-

imposed restrictions and lockdowns
could again halt businesses and possibly
could result in salary cuts and layoffs, it
noted.

When asked if the fear of the new
variant could be more detrimental, over
71 per cent said it will not be as serious
as hospitalisation had been low during
Omicron and had a high recovery rate,
which was encouraging.

Meanwhile, 64 per cent respondents
feel that most companies will encourage
'hybrid work models' if there is a surge
in COVID-19 cases, to ensure the safety
of their staff and for uninterrupted busi-
ness operations."The new variant causing
the sudden rise in cases had been an
extremely worrisome subject for indus-
tries across. The industries were slowly
recovering and were performing quite sat-
isfactorily.

"However, the new surge did not
hamper and put any hurdle in the path-
way of this growth. We hope that this
variant is not as severe as the previous
ones and that people recover quickly and
remain safe," Genius Consultants
Chairman and Managing Director.
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India and Bangladesh will
soon finalise a joint study on

the prospects of entering into
a bilateral free trade agreement,
which aims at further strength-
ening economic ties between
the countries, the commerce
ministry said on Saturday.

The issue was discussed
during a meeting between
Commerce Secretary BVR
Subrahmanyam and
Bangladesh's Senior Secretary,
Ministry of Commerce, Tapan
Kanti Ghosh on March 4.

Both sides held extensive
discussions on a variety of
issues including the develop-
ment of railway infrastructure,
port infrastructure, joint study
on Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement
(CEPA), Border Haats, region-

al connectivity through multi-
modal transportation, har-
monisation of standards, mutu-
al recognition agreement.

"CEPA study to be finalized
at the earliest," the ministry
said.

CEPA is a kind of compre-
hensive free trade pact under
which two trading partners
significantly reduce or elimi-
nate customs duties on the
maximum number of goods
traded between them. They
also liberalise norms to facili-
tate trade in services and boost
investments.

Bangladesh is the sixth
largest trade partner of India.

To facilitate bilateral trade
between India and Bangladesh,
several steps are underway
including approval of a
Detailed Project Proposal for
developing container handling

facility at Sirajganj Bazar.
Other steps include con-

struction of a new 900 meter
siding line at Benapole for
running freight trains between
India-Bangladesh; completion
of construction of a loading
and unloading platform at
Darshana for allowing import
of all commodities from India
by rail, it said.

Besides, there was a con-
sensus over the use of return-
ing empty railway wagons/con-
tainers by Bangladesh as this
would reduce overall logistics
cost of India's exports to
Bangladesh.

Closed Border Haats due to
COVID restriction would be
opened soon and 24x7 opera-
tionalization of Petrapole-
Benapole Integrated Check
Post (ICP) would be imple-
mented soon.
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Stock exchange BSE on
Saturday announced its

collaboration with the MSME
Trade and Investment
Promotion Bureau (M-TIPB),
Government of Tamil Nadu,
for promoting awareness
among micro, small and
medium enterprises (MSMEs)
of the state about the benefits
of listing.

Through this association,
M-TIPB will provide support
in mobilising the SME repre-
sentatives through district
industries centres and will
also help in mobilising state or
regional associations to
encourage their SME mem-
bers to attend capacity build-
ing programmes, the exchange
said in a statement.

While, the BSE will pro-
vide the capacity building and
soft support to small and
medium enterprises (SMEs) in
Tamil Nadu for fulfilling list-
ing requirements.

Further, the BSE will also
provide all intellectual and
manpower support to create
awareness among SMEs across
Tamil Nadu, about benefits of
listing.

"Through M-TIPB's deep
reach and network, we aim to
further increase awareness
amongst MSMEs about the
benefits of listing. The BSE
will also appoint a nodal per-
son as single point contact in
Tamil Nadu for providing
end-to-end solution and facil-
itating SMEs with respect to
registration/ listing on the
platform," Ajay Thakur, head
(BSE SME and Start-up), said.

Sakthivel S, general man-
ager of M-TIPB, said the BSE
has played a prominent role in
developing the Indian capital
markets. Tamil Nadu SMEs
will get opportunity to raise
funds through IPOs by listing
in the BSE SME platform.

The BSE was the first
stock exchange in the country
to launch the SME platform.
The SME platform started its
journey in March 2012. Since
then, over 363 companies
have listed on the BSE SME
platform and raised over Rs
4,000 crore.
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The National Company Law Tribunal
(NCLT) will hear on March 7 and March

9 matters related to approval of the Suraksha
group's bid to acquire debt-ridden realty firm
Jaypee Infratech Ltd.

In a regulatory filing, Jaypee Infratech Ltd
(JIL) said the listing of matter of resolution
plan, along with related pleas, is listed for con-
sideration before the National Company Law
Tribunal, Principal Bench, New Delhi, on
March 7 and March 9.

In June last year, Mumbai-based Suraksha
group received the approval of financial cred-
itors and homebuyers to take over the JIL, rais-
ing hopes for around 20,000 homebuyers of
getting possession of their dream flats.

Suraksha group got the approval of the
committee of creditors (CoC) to acquire JIL,
after the 10-day-long voting process.

Suraksha group won the bid with 98.66 per
cent votes and it got 0.12 per cent more votes
than NBCC.

As many as 12 banks and more than 20,000
homebuyers have voting rights in the CoC.

Homebuyers and creditors have 56.63 per
cent and 43.25 per cent voting rights, respec-
tively. Fixed deposit holders have 0.13 per cent
voting rights.
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Financial creditors of HDIL will meet on
March 9-10 to discuss bids for acquir-

ing the crisis-hit realty firm through insol-
vency proceedings.

In a regulatory filing on Saturday,
HDIL's Resolution Professional Abhay N
Manudhane informed that the "Twenty-
Third meeting of Committee of Creditors
will be held on 9th March 2022 and shall
continue on 10th March 2022."

The filing did not mention about the
agenda of the meeting.

Last month, HDIL had informed that
its resolution professional has received
16 bids from nine applicants to acquire
the company."The Resolution
Professional of the company has received
sixteen resolution plans from nine
Prospective Resolution Applicants
(PRAs),  HDIL had said.Housing
Development and Infrastructure Ltd
(HDIL) is under Corporate Insolvency
Resolution Process (CIRP) pursuant to
the provisions of the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code, 2016.
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Rohan Bopanna and Divij Sharan saved
three match points in an edge-of-the-

seat thriller to prevail against a fighting
Danish pair of Frederik Nielsen and
Mikael Torpegaard as India kept its place
in the Davis Cup World Group I by win-
ning the Play-off tie 4-0, here on Saturday.

Sharan, playing his first Davis Cup tie
since February 2019, and Bopanna came
from behind to win 6-7 (4) 6-4 7-6 (4) in
one hour and 58 minutes.

Yuki Bhambri and Ramkumar
Ramanathan had given India a 2-0 lead on
the opening day of the tie on Friday.

The tense win ensured that India will
stay in World Group I for the 2022 season,
while Denmark will now again go back to
World Group II.

Serving to stay in the match in the 12th
game of the decider, Sharan faced three

match points but the Indian team held
nerves to save all, two of them on second
serves, to force a final tie-breaker, in which
they raced to a 4-1 lead and sealed the win
when Torpegaard could not make a return
on Bopanna's serve.

It was such a close match that only one
break of serve featured when 2012
Wimbledon Champion Nielsen got broken
at the beginning of the second set.

Later in the first reverse singles,
Ramkumar beat Joahhnes Ingildsen 5-7 7-
5 10-7. The fifth match was not played.

Bopanna praised his partner Sharan
for serving big under pressure.

"We missed two volleys and that put
us under pressure but with lefty serve when
there is not enough space is tricky to return.
Credit to Divij, he pulled off those second
serves and than I had that reflex volley
(executed)," Bopanna said of the crucial
hold in the 12th game of the third set.
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Opener Rachael Haynes
smashed a scintillating 130-

run knock as Australia rode on
a brilliant batting performance to
eke out a 12-run win over
defending champions England in
a high-scoring ICC Women's
World Cup match here on
Saturday.

In another match, South
Africa handed a 32-run defeat to
Bangladesh in Dunedin.

A minute's silence was
observed before the start of the
play to honour the memory of
Australian legends Shane Warne
and Rodney Marsh, who died on
Friday within hours of each
other.

Put in to bat, Australia post-
ed a daunting 310 for 3 courtesy
a 196-run stand between Haynes
and skipper Meg Lanning (86).
It was the highest total England
had conceded in World Cups.

Haynes blazed away to
almost a run-a-ball 130 off 131
balls, hitting the ball 14 times to
the fence and once over it, with
Lanning complementing her
perfectly. Nat Sciver, who
remained unbeaten on 109, and
star opener Tammy Beaumont
(74) tried to rally England to vic-
tory but the defending champi-
ons fell short in an exciting
match.

England snared Australia
opener Alyssa Healy early on

with Sciver dismissing her for 28
as the Aussies slipped to 35/1.

Lanning joined a cautious
Haynes at the crease, and the duo
went about building a partner-
ship, scoring at a steady rate.

England bowled well for
most part, although there were
slip-ups in the field. The
Australia pair did well to squeeze
singles, even as they employed

caution.
As the innings progressed

and the pitch eased out, the duo
gradually abandoned caution,
although after 35 overs, Australia
were still at 172/1.

With 10 overs to go, Haynes
and Lanning began playing their
shots.

Australia added 100 runs in
the final 10 overs, and the fall of

Lanning in the 43rd over didn't
arrest the flow of runs as Beth
Mooney (19-ball 27) came in and
provided good support to Ellyse
Perry (14 off 5)

Defending the mammoth
target, Megan Schutt, dented
England early in the innings with
the wicket of Lauren Winfield-
Hill for a duck.

Captain Heather Knight and
Beaumont took some time to set-
tle but made up for it.

Beaumont raced to a fifty but
Knight fell 10 runs short of the
milestone, ending a brilliant 92-
run partnership.

Sciver and Beaumont then
began the repair work. However,
the former was stumped off
Alana King's bowling in the
28th over. Australia picked two
more wickets in quick succession
but Sciver kept going, hitting 13
boundaries.

Sophia Dunkley and
Katherine Brunt provided Sciver
some assistance but without
power hitters at the other end,
the total proved too much to
handle for them.

Ayabonga Khaka's superb
seam bowling helped South
Africa win their opening match.

Put in to bat, the South
Africans were bundled out for a
below-par 207 with Marizanne
Kapp (42), Laura Wolvaardt (41)
and hard-hitting Chloe Tryon
(39) lifting them to a competitive
total.
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The Indian women's cricket
would hope that its bowlers

find top form to complement
a solid batting unit's efforts
when it begins its quest for an
elusive ICC World Cup trophy
with the opening match against
arch-rivals Pakistan here on
Sunday.

Runners up in the 2017
and 2005 editions, India are
eager to go one step ahead and
claim the title that has eluded
them, especially skipper
Mithali Raj and veteran pacer
Jhulan Goswami, who will be
playing their last World Cup.

The Indian team reached
New Zealand a month earlier
in order to acclimatise to the
conditions.

However, the bowlers
struggled compared to the bat-
ting unit, which managed to
score in excess of 250 runs five
times in the seven 50 over out-
ings, including two warm-up
matches. The bowling unit let
the team down throughout
the series against New Zealand,
which India lost 1-4. It failed to
defend 270 plus targets in two
games while conceded a mam-
moth 191 in 20 overs in a rain
curtailed match of the ODI
series. They did put up a much

improved performance in the
fifth ODI and the two warm-
up games and Raj will hope

that bth the batting and bowl-
ing units can fire in unison.

"From the past series or the

warm up games, all we can take
is confidence, and how you
negotiate the conditions in the
middle, how you play accord-
ing to the situation is just very
important," Raj in the pre-
match press conference.

The pace department will
be led by the ever-reliable
Goswami, who has continued
to pick wickets for India regu-
larly while the likes of Meghna
Singh, Pooja Vastrakar and
Renuka Singh would need to
do more to complement the
veteran quick.

Spinner Deepti Sharma
was the leading wicket taker in
the bilateral series while

Rajeshwari Gayakwad looked
good in the warm-up games
but consistency will be the
key.

However, it remains to be
seen if Raj hands the ball to
Harmanpreet Kaur.

The team would have
breathed a sigh of relief after
Kaur, a vital cog in the side and
regarded as a big-match play-
er, found herself among runs
after a prolonged rough patch.

The pressure will be on
opener Shafali Verma, who
has seemed off colour, to pro-
vide a solid start alongside
Smriti Mandhana, a batter in
fine touch.

Raj, who continues to
anchor the Indian innings, has
hinted that Deepti, who has
been in good nick with the bat
and ball, will be batting at the
top at either number 3 or 4
while Kaur is expected to bat at
five. Young Rich Ghosh, who
scored back-to-back half-cen-
turies against New Zealand, is
expected to start ahead of
Taniya Bhatia. Pakistan, on
the other hand, are the lowest
ranked team in the tourna-
ment. They qualified for the
World Cup owing to their
ranking after the qualifiers
were cancelled midway last
year due to COVID-19.
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Ravindra Jadeja paid a fitting
tribute to one of his earliest
mentors Shane Warne with a

majestic 175 not out as India took
complete command of the opening
Test against Sri Lanka with a mam-
moth first innings total of 574/8
declared on the second day here.

Jadeja or the Indian team
management didn't feel that

the all-rounder needed to go
for a double hundred as

hosts declared their innings
after quite literally batting

Sri Lanka out of the
game.

In the final ses-
sion, Ravichandran
Ashwin (61 off 82
balls, 2/21), having
nicely warmed up
with his 12th half-
century, removed

Lahiru Thirimanne
and Dhananjaya De

Silva to go past Sir
Richard Hadlee's 431 vic-

tims.
Jadeja (1/30) later celebrat-

ed his hundred once again by trap-
ping Sri Lanka's best player and skip-

per Dimuth Karunaratne (28) leg
before.

Jasprit Bumrah (1/20) disposed
off Angelo Mathews to leave them
tottering at 108 for 4 as a three-day
finish looked imminent. Sri Lanka
still needs 267 runs to avoid follow-
on.

Jadeja's career-best knock, his
second ton in Test cricket, came less
than 24 hours after the cricket world
tried to come to terms with Warne's
tragic end.

It was Warne, who first realised
Jadeja's untapped batting potential
during Rajasthan Royals' 2008 Indian
Premier League campaign, where it
was his late hitting that earned him
the 'Rockstar' moniker from his
mentor-captain.

Jadeja, over the years, has been
one of the indispensable all-format
players for India in Test cricket and
more so for his batting abilities that
make him a better package than
Ashwin in overseas conditions.

On the day, he was at his impe-
rious best as India scored 217 runs
in two sessions because of his attack-
ing batting.

It did help that Sri Lanka were a
pacer short with their fastest bowler
Lahiru Kumara left indisposed due

to a hamstring injury. He failed to
complete his 11th over and over
dependence on inexperienced Lasith
Embuldeniya (46-3-188-2) also
harmed their cause.

Jadeja, in all, batted for five and
half hours, faced 228 balls and by the
time he walked back to the pavilion,
he had hit 17 fours and three sixes.

A partnership of 130 with
Ashwin for the seventh wicket and
another 103 runs with Mohammed
Shami (20 not out) for the unbroken
ninth wicket basically nailed Sri
Lanka.  

However, Karunaratne's cap-
taincy and his field placings left a lot
to be desired as not for once during
the course of the two days, did it look
that the islanders want to compete.

It was a very defensive game and
the gulf between India and Sri Lanka
was so evident in the manner, the two
teams approached the match.

Jadeja and Ashwin made India
look proactive while Sri Lanka
despite the hammering that they
received weren't even reactive.

Bowling to Jadeja with a deep
mid-wicket, long-off/on, deep extra
cover and deep fine leg with an aim
to stop the boundaries was a nega-
tive approach and it didn't really

make much of a difference.
The 58 boundaries and seven

sixes conceded during the course of
the innings tells a story.

Save veteran seamer Suranga
Lakmal (2/90), none of the other
bowlers pitched it in the right areas.
The ones on the hips were tucked
fine enough to beat the fielder sta-
tioned at mid-wicket boundary and
half volleys were dispatched through
the right of mid-off.

The short balls were pulled fine
enough and when it was tossed up,
he lofted it straight into the stands.

In between, he refused the sin-
gles to shield Shami from strike. The
customary sword celebration at 50,
100 and 150 brought a round
applause from the crowd.

Such was the plight of the
Lankan fielders that Embuldeniya
couldn't even pick up and throw the
ball to keeper Niroshan Dickwella
when Mohammed Shami had liter-
ally come down to the non-striker's
end.

Dickwella was angry and he let
the bowler know about his frustra-
tion. In general, the Lankans never
looked competitive with India scor-
ing runs at 4.43 runs per over dur-
ing the entire course of 129.2 overs.
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The Haas Formula One team has ter-
minated Russian driver Nikita

Mazepin's contract "with immediate
effect" following Russia's invasion of
Ukraine.

Mazepin tweeted he was "very
disappointed" at the outcome.

The decision comes on the back of
F1's decision to terminate its contract
with the Russian GP. That contract had
been until 2025.

Haas also ended its sponsorship
with Russian company Uralkali, owned
by Mazepin's father.

"As with the rest of the Formula 1
community, the team is shocked and
saddened by the invasion of Ukraine
and wishes for a swift and peaceful end
to the conflict," Haas said in a statement
Saturday. The 23-year-old Mazepin did
not score a point in his debut F1 sea-
son last year alongside Mick
Schumacher, the son of seven-time F1
champion Michael Schumacher.

"I will have more to say in the com-
ing days," Mazepin said in his tweet.

Last week, Haas removed Uralkali
sponsorship and ran plain white cars
on the final day of pre-season testing
in Barcelona, instead of the typically
red, white and blue with a livery that
resembles the Russian flag.

Pre-season testing continues in
Bahrain next week before the season-
opening race there on March 20.
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Azhar Ali hit his fourth test
hundred against Australia as

Pakistan piled on 476-4 before
declaring its first innings on the
second day of the first test on
Saturday. Ali missed out on a dou-
ble century and got dismissed for
185 with Pakistan declaring under
overcast conditions late in the final
session. 

Australian openers Usman
Khawaja (5 not out) and David
Warner (0 not out) survived the
only over from offspinner Sajid
Khan to take Australia to 5-0
before umpires ended the day's
play due to bad light with 15 overs
still remaining.

Australia is playing its first test
in Pakistan in 24 years.

Players from both teams wore
black armbands in memory of
spin wizard Shane Warne. They
lined up before the start of play
and observed a minute of silence
to mark their respect for Warne,

who died of a suspected heart
attack in Koh Samui, Thailand at
the age of 52. Offspinner Nathan
Lyon bowled the bulk of the
overs on a slow wicket devoid of
grass but finished with 1-161 off
his 52 overs. However, Lyon's
only wicket came in the first ses-
sion on Day 1 when the veteran
offspinner had dismissed opening
batter Abdullah Shafique for 44 in
his 11th over. Skipper Pat
Cummins took 1-62 while part-
time legspinner Marnus

Labuschagne had Ali dismissed
off a top-edged sweep shot in the
last session to finish with 1-53.

Ali shared a 208-run second
wicket stand with Imam-ul-Haq
(157), whose wicket was the only
one to fall in the first two sessions
on Saturday when the left hander
was trapped leg before wicket by
Cummins after lunch.

Ali and Imam frustrated
Australia with their snail-paced
batting by adding 57 runs in the
first session after Pakistan
resumed at the overnight 245-1
and reached 302-1 without further
damage.

Ali, 64 overnight, reached his
century off 257 balls when he loft-
ed Lyon over mid-on for his
eighth boundary after lunch.

Cummins went for an unsuc-
cessful caught-behind television
review soon after Ali had complet-
ed his century before Imam,
resuming on 132 overnight,
played across the line in the same
over and was adjudged lbw.
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Opener Hazratullah Zazai hit a
half-century as Afghanistan beat

Bangladesh by eight wickets in the
second and final cricket Twenty20 to
draw the series 1-1 on Saturday.

Zazai struck an unbeaten 59 runs
off 45 balls and shared a 99-run part-
nership with Usman Ghani for the
second wicket to help Afghanistan
race to victory with 14 balls to
spare.

Darwish Rasooli (9 not out)
wrapped up the game, pulling left-
arm spinner Nasum Ahmed for a six
over deep mid-wicket as Afghanistan
finished on 121-2 in reply to
Bangladesh's 115-9.

Afghanistan lost the first match
by 61 runs. Both teams lined up
before the start of play and observed
a minute's silence in memory of
Shane Warne and Rod Marsh.

Ghani, who survived twice on 39
and 41, scored 47 runs off 48 balls
with five fours and one six.

Zazai and Ghani's match-defin-

ing partnership came after
Afghanistan lost Rahmanullah
Gurbaz (3).

Zazai's innings was almost
chanceless. He slog-swept left-arm
spinner Shakib Al Hasan for six over
deep square-leg to reach his third 50
off 37 balls and hit three fours and
five sixes.  

Playing his 100th T20 game for
Bangladesh, Mushfiqur Rahim top-

scored with 30.
Captain Mahmudullah scored 21

and in the process became the first
Bangladeshi batter to reach 2,000
runs in this format. Liton Das and
Mohammad Naim both made 13.

Fast bowlers Fazalhaq Farooqi
and Azmatullah Omarzai ripped
through Bangladesh, claiming three
wickets each after the hosts opted to
bat first.
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Olympian Priyanka Goswami and
Eknath Turambekar set national

records in the women's and men's
35km events respectively in the World
Athletics Race Walking Team
Championships, although they finished
way below the medal bracket here on
Saturday.

Goswami and Turambekar fin-
ished 20th and 27th respectively in hot
conditions that added to the challenge
of the 2km loop near the Oman
Convention Centre.

Goswami clocked 3 hour 13 min-
utes and 19 seconds in her maiden
appearance in a 35km event, while
Turambekar clocked 2:45:17s in his sec-
ond competition over the distance.

Glenda Morejon of Ecuador won
the women's event in 2:48:33s while
Perseus Karlstrom of Sweden took the
gold in men's race with a timing of
2:36:14s. The previous men's and
women's 35km race walk national
records were in the name of Ram
Baboo (2:46:31s) and Ramandeep
Kaur (3:15:17s) respectively, set during
the National Open Championships in
September 2021.

Goswami, who had competed in
20km event in Tokyo Olympics last
year and had finished 17th, set a
scorching pace early in the race, lead-
ing through 16.5km. But she conced-
ed the lead after completing 17km
mark in 1:23:21s.

‘Rockstar Ravindra' puts India in driver's seat
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�How did you come up with Maar
Khayegaa? 
For Maar Khayega the brief was from
our music supervisor Azeem Dayani
with whom I have previously worked
on the movie Shershah, the song was
Jai Hind Ki Senaa. For this, we wanted
to create a song as lethal and menac-
ing as Akshay sir’s character in
Bachchhan Paandey. I had an idea that
I played for Azeem and he instantly
liked it. And then he was thoroughly
involved in the making of the song
and also a major portion of the lyrics
are written by him including the
superhit dialogue, mujhe bhai nhi god-

father bolte hai is penned by him.
And the ideas he gets on the

table when it comes to the
creatives are amazing.
Farhad Bhiwandiwala is
the lead singer and the

writer in Maar Khayega
who previously sang
and penned Tera Baap
Aaya for me. 

�How long did it take
for you and the team
to come up with the
composition?
It took a week to
complete the intial
draft of the song in
totallity. But then
again it differs
from song to song.
Some take lesser
some take more
time. What takes
time is the idea,
the hook and the

soundscape. I want to get it right.
Once I am clear about that then its an
easy ride. 

�You have composed, sung and
written the song, tell us something
about the process. 
For every song there is a different
process that I try to incorporate,
because for me it is always the movie
and the character. I wanted to create
a song which can showcase Akshay
sir’s character and make people ready
for what magic they are about to wit-
ness on screen. I feel that the theme
song always prepares the bed for a
movie. 
The bigger and closer it is to the char-
acter, the more it appeals to the mass-
es and is better for the film. So, I went
with a fast pace, larger than life song
approach. And this genre is something
that comes naturally to us and its our
signature style. I also wanted to get
more heroism back in Hindi film
music so I knew this could be that
song. I tried that in the song Tera
Baap Aaya and this was yet another
chance. 
I try my best to have my own
approach for a song and every song I
make has a different process behind it.
For me, composing, writing, music
production and at times singing
makes it much more easier, faster and
effective. Because I only start a song
when I can think of a hook and if I am
totally convinced with that then I go
for it. Moreover, as I do my own music
production it becomes easy for me to
translate the song the way I want to
and stylise it in my own way. 

�How has the journey from your
first song with Sanjay Dutt to your
current song with Akshay Kumar
been? 
It has been a blessing. Sanju sir has an
impeccable taste in music. I am glad
that my first movie was Sanju and my
first hindi film song was Kar Har
Maidaan Fateh. You know when you
start your career with the likes of Mr
Sanjay Dutt and Mr Rajkumar Hirani,
your half the battle is won. Though it
took almost 13 years to reach there, I
got to learn so much about the cre-
ative process and that knowledge will
help me always. Later I met Mr Eric
Pillai, he has been an inspiration to
many musicians like me. The support
and guidance that I got from him
changed everything for me. 
I wanted to do songs with Akshay sir
for the longest period of time because
what he gets on screen is beyond
imagination and the heroism, style,
swag and attitude would only be best
translated by him. I am thankful to
Mr Eric Pillai and Mr Azeem Dayani
for making this possible for me. One
great thing that happened with Maar
Khayega is that now people know that
Kar Har Maidaan Fateh and Tera Baap
Aaya are my songs. 

�Tell us about your future projects?
There is an interesting line up in place. I
am eagerly looking forward to introduc-
ing a totally different soundscape in the
Hindi film music scene. There is also a
different style of music that I love doing
and I really want to present it to people
through my own company. So yes, there
are some interesting songs on the way. 
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Masterstroke

It is not just K-pop that
people are obsessed with
these days. Over the
years, more Indian view-
ers have taken a liking to

international cinema. With the
advent of the COVID-19 pan-
demic and OTT platforms gar-
nering more demand, people
now have the luxury of choos-
ing from among several good
options of movies, TV shows,
documentaries and watching
them from the comfort of
their homes. It has brought the
audience closer to under-
standing world cinema. From
DC to Marvel to Anime, a six-
year-old to an adult, everyone
seems to enjoy and relate with
these films. 

However, Indian viewers,
overtime, have developed a
great interest in Japanese films
as well. Viewers can now see
more of these films at the
Japanese Film Festival (JFF).
Unlike any other submission-
based film festival, JFF, since its
inception in 2017 in India, has
annually curated a selection of
the best of contemporary
Japanese films to be showcased
either theatrically or via
streaming. 

Koji Sato, Director-
General, The Japan
Foundation, tells us that there
has been a remarkable expres-
sion of interest and enthusiasm
by Indian audiences for
Japanese culture and their
content. “JFF is honoured to
receive this sheer enthusiasm
from the people of India and
continues to bring more and
better experiences to the audi-
ence here,” he says. 

This year the online festi-
val was held in 25 countries

with 20 films presented with
subtitles in 15 languages for
two weeks. With 11 films slat-
ed for screening, a three-day-
long theatrical edition is also
being hosted at PVR Select
Citywalk, New Delhi. 

The JFF journey started in
2016 when The Japan
Foundation, as part of the JFF
Asia-Pacific Gateway Initiative,
established the film festival
with the aim of sharing
Japanese cinema with 10
ASEAN countries, including
Australia. “Starting in 2017
with China and India, the fes-
tival expanded to Russia in
2018. In 2019, the festival was
held in 12 countries and 56
cities, attracting over 170,000
visitors over the course of the
year. In 2020, it was held both
physically and online, and the
first JFF Plus 2020-2021
recorded a total of more than
220,000 views from 20 coun-
tries around the world,” Sato
tells us.  

Over the last five years, the
festival has evolved from being
showcased at theatres to
including a streaming plat-
form. Restricted not just to
Delhi or Mumbai, the festival
has been organised in multiple
cities to reach the fans. “With
the online edition we have
achieved national accessibility.
We expect that once the pan-
demic is over, the festival will
re-emerge on a larger scale
with steady growth in our the-
atrical reach across India,” Sato
adds. 

Since JFF is a curated fes-
tival, the lineup for the festival
is finalised by the central fes-
tival team in Tokyo, with feed-
back loops from their offices in

host countries. Sato tells us that
the curation of JFF is based on
the idea of exhibiting an eclec-
tic yet intimate experience of
life in Japan, their culture,
aesthetics and everyday lives.
They visualise the curation as
a whole and choose films that
fit this mosaic of experiences

that their audience can
encounter and enrich.

When you have an array of
fantastic options, choosing an
opening and a closing film can
be a task. Having said that, this
time, the opening film was
Wife of Spy, chosen for its

award-winning reception glob-
ally. Today, the festival will
close with two films. The Night
Beyond The Tricornered
Window, a live-action mystery-
horror adaption of a famous
manga of the same name and
Ramayana: The Legend of
Prince Rama, an Indo-Japanese
production directed by Yugo
Sako. It will receive its first ever
theatrical screening in India.
“The closing films have been
selected for their status as an
iconic young adult genre enter-
tainment that J-fans love to
watch and an exclusive the-
atrical throwback to one of the
biggest collaborations between
our industries,” says Sato. 

The online festival which
was held from February 14 to
27, 2022, didn’t have a dedi-
cated opening or closing film.

This year marks the 70th
anniversary of the establish-
ment of diplomatic relations
between India and Japan.
Perhaps, says Sato, there’s a lot
more to look forward to. “I
can't reveal the details yet, but
we have something in store
that we hope will please the
people in India. For the past
two years we have had very few
face-to-face events, so we hope
that things will settle down and
we will have the opportunity to
meet in person,” Sato tells us. 

“We have had a lot of
internal discussions and post-
ponements because of the pan-
demic. So, we have substan-
tially scaled down the scale of
the event this year and limit-
ed it to Delhi,” says Sato,
adding that the festival will run
at 50 per cent capacity and
bookings are only available
online. 

VIKRAM MONTROSE 
talktime
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�Tell us about your latest song
Prem Deepak. 

The song is an out and out
romantic number, sung by Amey
Date, written by Deepak Jeswal
and music by Arnab Chatterjee.
The video is directed by Ajinkya
Deshmukh and features Pallavi
Singh and me. 

It is about a man’s feelings
towards his beloved. Prem
Deepak is a commitment from a
boy to his beloved to be there for-
ever. He promises her that she
will always have a place in his
heart, that he could give his life
for her, and that their Prem
Deepak or their lamp of love will
continue to burn bright and
beautiful forever.

There are little moments in
the song that are cute and endear-
ing, as it depicts the growing rela-
tionship, but there is one big twist
in it, which I cannot disclose now.
You will have to see the song to
realise it. That moment, when the
boy finds out a secret, is a small
touching scene, and I loved

expressing the emotions there.
�How did acting happen to
you?
I've been passionate about acting
since I was a child. Like any child,
there were many things I want-
ed to be, an army man, a scien-
tist, an archaeologist, and I
realised if I became an actor I
could live many lives in one. 
�Your career started as an
assistant casting director.
What were the challenges
you faced?

Being an outsider,
when I came to Mumbai to
act, I had no idea how to
go about it, where to go or
whom to meet. So assist-
ing, to begin with, gave
me time to understand
the industry a bit and
gain some confidence to
start acting myself. 
�How have OTT platforms
brought a transition in the
world of movies and
Bollywood? Which one do you
prefer and why?

I think OTT platforms have
made the consumption of movies
and shows way easier, as easy as
just turning on your smartphone.
There are a plethora of platforms
available now and all kinds of
content. It gives a lot of freedom
to storytellers while telling their
stories, which was not the case
with movies. I wouldn't say I pre-
fer anyone over the other but
we're in a time where I'd be very
happy to be a part of a good pro-
ject, be it for cinema or OTT. 
�Which is your favourite

genre or a role that you would
love to take any time?
I thoroughly enjoy comedy. I
think I'd love to be a part of

a rom-com or an out and out
action film!
�What are your upcoming
projects?
I have completed a few projects
that are yet to be announced, but
one that is announced is Cold
Messy Lonely, which should be
out on MX player and Alt Balaji
in a few months.

�0)8.+��0..(#.8.������
�����������
#���
��-���-�
!�	���)
3��"��!�
"	
���
�!�	����

�����(),.�(.+4�0 	���

�
���	
��
��������������"�����	"

���	��
�!"��
��������

A����������������(���
!�������������
��B

���������
���
"

����������	
��
����

����
���
�

��
��	
������������������	
��

�
�	����������������������

�
�
�
���


��

�����������
�����'�
��6 �����7
�	��

8
3����9��
�6%��:�	�3��!�8
/�%
�)
��;

��6%)
������
�8
�44�63����
�.����

8
"

��7
�%
���6%��

8

#�!
����<��!
���
'�$���6���;�	����8
9�!�	�3��	���6&�
�
�����	�8
=
���'��=
���6*���*�
�
�8
9��	�/�����6#����7
)8
*��1	�;
���������6 ��
���
��8

4�%6�%63�/25�23
30�%�/2�43�6+-3

+76�3-30
2+%�/2+5

+773���B�5�%8$�43
3O�37%�%6+%�/273
%63��+203��7���

/-3'*�%63
�3�%�-+5�4�55�

'3(3�3'@3�/2�+
5+'@3'��7+53
4�%6��%3+08

@'/4%6��2�/&'
%63+%'�7+5�'3+76

+7'/����20�+

+��7�����	�7���*���
��
��	�����
�������������
����
���
��
������
��
��))
�
	����
�����������$�
3�����
���	�����)�����
������	��	(�
���*�����
�����������	

�	���
�����������
�
�$�8������	����
����
��	��������
1�
��
	�
��	
��
���
��������	�$

2���	��
��)�����
�2��
�����J
��	�5��
�����
������
*�2���
���	
�����������6
	�������
	������
������)�
��
	�����
�)���
�
�����������	���
��������)�
������
��
��
$�/	
��)�����������������
������L�0���=��6���
*��
�����
������	����	��)��
�	����
������=�
������
�)���
��������	�!## *���
��
	�
		�����)����
	=���
���$

%�
������������	�)���	��)�����
���������
�����������
�)��
��)��
�����
������	*����������
����
��	�2����������
���
���	���

�������	���
��)����
�)()��)����
	���	������
(����	��
�������$

0��)��%�
���
�M�+���
0������/	��	
�
0��$��������,;*�!#!!
� 8��� ;����

�
��������

�����

:����
���

$�����$�(��������$�������$�+�����	��*�5��$���

�/'��3*�7/��/��2@*
4'�%�2@*��&��7

�'/0&7%�/2�+20�+%
%��3����2@�2@��+.3�

�%��&76��/'3
3+��3'*��+�%3'�+20
3��37%�-3$�B37+&�3��
/258��%+'%�+��/2@
4632���7+2�%6�2.�/�
+�6//.�+20������+�
%/%+558�7/2-�2730

4�%6�%6+%*
��@/��/'��%

‘I FEEL THAT THE
THEME SONG
ALWAYS PREPARES
THE BED FOR A
MOVIE’
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Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine is
likely to be a hinge point in con-
temporary history. It has shown
that brute power politics and the
threat of war can very well be

unleashed in the most developed, democratic
and industrialised parts of the world.

The concomitant background of the rather
overdone ‘conflicting sphere of influence’ debate
does not explain the unfolding ground situation.
The key lies in deconstructing West’s support to
Ukraine followed by the real question — is it
enough? The short answer is — No. NATO and
the West know that they are pumping Ukraine
with weapons and ammunitions to fight a losing
battle. The analysis also needs to delve into the
impact this crisis on the security imperatives
within Europe which is witnessing an uncon-
trolled surge of refugees alongside foreign policy
shifts in industrial giants like Germany and the
officially neutral countries like Sweden and
Finland. 
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● Limits to West’s support: The weapons that
the West is helping Ukraine with may broadly be
classified into three types — Stinger missiles,
Javelin Missiles and the ATGMS. The problem is
that Ukraine doesn’t have a potent air force sys-
tem. The West is merely helping Ukraine spread
out a tactical air defence with the Javelin and
Stinger missiles (more than 200 stingers were
given to Ukraine on Monday alone). In absence
of a potent air force, these missiles enable a
spreading out of tactical air defence as they can
be operated by less training by an array of non-
military personnel like the voluntary fighters
and militias. Hence, they are effective for a coun-
try like Ukraine where brave people have picked
up arms and thousands are signing up to defend
their country against the aggressor. Having said
that, they are no match for the Russian advanced
air assault system with their barrage of S-400s,
sophisticated Ballistic and Cruise missiles that
Russia hasn’t activated till now. When they do
(and signs have started to emerge), Ukraine’s tac-
tical air defence posturing would crumble. 

Regardless of US’s $350 mn and EU’s
$500mn promised for support, Ukraine cannot
be given advanced fighter planes right now
because it simply doesn’t have the required back-
ground infrastructure to deploy them. Unless the
NATO sends their troops on the ground, or they
let the air defence be launched from NATO’s ter-
ritories with adequate infrastructure like the
hangars and the fuel, there is no way Ukraine
can be saved with javelins and stingers. The only
expected outcome has been buying time for
themselves by putting up unreal bravery and
resistance to Russia and perhaps delaying the
ground offensive.

The third type of weaponry that the West is
giving Ukraine (or have promised to give as the

battle intensifies) are the ATGMs (Anti-Tank
Guided Missiles) which can prove to be
extremely effective against the Russian tanks and
bunkers but require specialised and skilled
manoeuvring. While Ukrainian army has had a
few joint military drills with NATO and there
may be some trained military personnel within
the army to operate the ATGMs, their number is
not satisfactory. Again the unnerving realisation
— the West knows it.

● Western Military Industrial Complex: The
other aspect that reeks of West’s calculated
strategising is that these ammunitions come with
a shelf life which if not used in time, need to be
junked. The same applies to Javelins and
Stingers. The self-perpetuating logic of the mili-
tary industrial complex cannot be overlooked in
the West’s supply of these weapons to Ukraine to
supposedly ‘liberate’ Ukraine from the evil occu-
pation by Russians. The Ukrainian crisis may
just be helping the West to utilise their close to
expiry missiles to the maximum optical and
moral advantage. The clarity on these matters
will emerge slowly but steadily. 

The sad part of the story is that the West
knew all the above mentioned factors all along.
If they really wanted to bolster Ukrainian
defence against the mighty Russian army, the
steps should have been taken right from the
immediate aftermath of the Crimean annexation
in 2014. Eight years would have been a decent
time to modernise Ukraine militarily. Perhaps
then the steady incremental advance in military
capabilities of Ukraine may have worked in
2022. The Ukrainian demand for joining the
NATO is nothing new. It has merely given a per-
fect alibi to the Russians to invade them.
Ukraine has been expressing this desire openly
(unlike its other neighbour Moldova that, for its
own survival, has only expressed the desire to
join the EU but not the NATO.) West’s ‘unified
and unflinching’ support to Ukraine does seem
like a well-orchestrated bluff.

● Analysis of the Russian Ground Offensive:
The next question is how far can Ukraine pull
off its heroic resistance? So far the way Russians
have manoeuvered, it appears they have not
faced either any real terrain-friction or any
force-friction from the Ukrainians. The stand-
alone pictures of ambushed Russian tanks circu-
lating in social media serve as great morale
boosters but are misleading for understanding
the ground situation. The purpose is to pitch
favourable optics for propaganda which have lit-
tle significance in real operations. It needs to be
remembered that Russians have not yet started a
real ground offensive. To illustrate how war
strategy works, the US ground offensive in the
Iraq war in 1991 was initiated after six weeks of
air offensive establishing their complete superi-
ority in the air. Compare that with the ten days
of the Special Military Operation in Ukraine.

Despite readiness, what has been done so far
qualifies more as strikes, manoeuvres and prob-
ing and not the savage ground war itself. The lat-
ter may or may not happen depending upon
how far the Ukrainians are prepared to fight or
resist a losing battle. 

The bad news is, the more heavy weaponry
is deployed for ground offensive, the bigger the
warhead and larger the destruction capabilities.
And when that lethality is unleashed, the west
will only watch Ukraine fight this battle from
afar supporting them with more ‘aid’ ‘weapons’
and social media propaganda. 

● The complexity of Urban Warfare: It is
argued how the Russians are ‘unable’ to enter
Kyiv as a 40 mile long convoy of tanks,
armoured vehicles and towered artillery posi-
tioned north of the city is ‘stalled’. Once again,
these are statements that are carefully crafted to
boost the morale of a people fighting for their
very lives but offers little insight into how real
wars are planned and fought by great powers.
There are two reasons that are keeping the
Russians waiting even if their attacks are getting
intensified by the day. One is the complexity of
‘Urban Warfare’ which is easier to understand.
Urban warfare is combat conducted in urban
areas such as towns and cities. It is very different
from combat in the open at both the operational
and tactical level. Complicating factors in urban
warfare include the presence of civilians and the
complexity of the urban terrain. Putin is aware
of this complexity. The outcome of the latest
negotiations suggest so. The second is a more
complex reason that hinges on Putin’s psycho-
logical fatiguing of the Ukrainians.

Then what does Putin want? Putin wants to
fatigue the fighting Ukrainians and raise the cost
for them to rely on the notion that West will save
them. Putin wants a pro-Russian leader in Kyiv.
He doesn’t want to annihilate the entire city or
kill all its people. He wants them to realise that it
was a mistake on their part to aspire for a mili-
tary alliance with the West that could not even
step in to save them. 

Had mass killing s been the aim, the first
step would have been closing down the western
borders from where people are fleeing Ukraine.
Already about a million people have fled since
24 February. The fact that the second round of
negotiations have reached a deal on humanitari-
an corridors is evidence enough that Putin does
not want to kill the same people he wants to rule
via a proxy. 

● Putin’s Objectives: Putin wants the following
objectives met that are an amalgamation of his
military and political aims guiding the Russian
invasion.

1. He wants Ukraine divided along the River
Dnieper that provides a geographical boundary
between the east and the west. He has already
cut off ports along the border of the Sea of Azov.

Those are regions where Putin has already estab-
lished Russia’s overarching dominance after
annexing Crimea which headquarters the
Russian black sea fleet. Starting from Odessa
(Ukraine’s only major port in the Black sea), all
the way to Mariupol (Ukraine’s only major port
in the Sea of Azov) and Donbas ahead of it,
inching up to Kherson, Dnipro and all the way
up to Kharkiv. The outcome is, he is cutting off
the crescent of land along the sea, all the way up
to Donbas and Kharkiv. Putin will slice off east-
ern Ukraine and make it into an independent
territory like he did in South Ossetia and
Abkhazia in Georgia in 2008.

2. Regime Change: He will put a pro-
Russian leader in Kyiv. Yanukovych’s name has
started to surface as a potential replacement for
Zelensky. Thereby, a demilitarised and divided
Ukraine with a pro-Russian president will be a
perfect buffer strip for Russia along with
Belarus, Moldova and Georgia, against NATO’s
eastern flank. 
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The West knew all along that in case of a

Russian invasion, with no NATO troops on the
ground, and with a rudimentary air defence,
Ukraine, despite heroic resistance, would fall in a
matter of a few days. The West is chasing four
objectives — 1. Putin’s isolation and condemna-
tion which has been flowing from all quarters all
over the world. 2. The cycle of western Military
Industrial Complex running. 3. Fuelling an
insurgency that will precipitate once Putin
instates a pro-Russian Yanukovych in west
Ukraine. Data and research shows that great
powers fare badly in asymmetric warfare like a
protracted insurgency — Vietnam, Cambodia,
West Asia, Iraq, Afghanistan in 1979 and 2001.
Hence, West will support and fuel the low grade
insurgency against Russia that will bleed Russia
and be Putin’s real defeat. 4. Hitting Russia with
unprecedented sanctions to weaken the Russian
war machinery in the long run. 

Irony is, none of the aforementioned are
going to help Ukraine today.
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● EU’s response: Russia’s military aggression
against Ukraine has met with European Union
announcing �500M million in arms and other
aid to the Ukrainian military. It is a first time for
the EU to finance the purchase and delivery of
weapons and other equipment to a country that
is under attack. It reflects a change in EU poli-
cies because the EU’s treaties bar the bloc from
using its normal budget to fund operations with
military or defence implications. The European
Union has closed its airspace to Russian airlines
including the private jet of the Russian oligarchs.
The US has also decided to join the EU by
deciding to close its airspace to Russian aircrafts.
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In classical political theory the word state has many def-
initions. But the basic concept is that it is a community
or society politically organised under one independent

government within a given territory exercising its own con-
trol over that territory. A country also comes under the idea
of a state and it’s supposed to be governed by a legitimate
authority. Legitimacy, however, is acquired through some
rational legal means. The state is governed buy a machin-
ery created for orderly and proper management of its affairs.
The basic requirements of orderly functioning are legal, social
and moral codes as enshrined in the framework of gover-
nance called constitution. The state is thus the ruling enti-
ty run by an independent, objective and responsive machin-
ery consisting of humans. The catch lies in in two words
responsive and human. Being responsive and being human
are two sides of the same coin. If state machinery is respon-
sive it will naturally be human having a head, a heart and a
soul. The head gives objectivity, the heart emotion and the
soul morality. Combination of the three makes the machin-
ery responsive. This machinery is run by a bureaucracy which
is the main apparatus of the state. This apparatus is supposed
to be independent and neutral, free of outside influences and
biases. In Management theory, doubts have been raised about
the independence and neutrality of the bureaucratic appa-
ratus and a term bureaupathy has been given to describe a
bureaucracy that is not neutral and independent. It was Max
Weber who first visualised the idea of bureaucracy as the
apparatus to run the government of a state. But he was
unmindful of the fact that bureaucracy in due course can
acquire beauropathic tendencies. It is against this backdrop
that there is need to examine what is the state of this appa-
ratus. Not just in India but elsewhere too. For many serious
observers beauropathic tendencies are on the rise making
the state unfair and partisan. Though e-governance was intro-
duced to make the state fair and responsive, things do not
have improved much. Rather, it has given a reason to be more
callous. Responsiveness is an attribute of humanness and tech-
nology can only help if the human element is fair. But if tech-
nology drives humans, a Frankenstein like monster is in the
making. Faceless doesn’t mean headless and heartless. That
is what excessive technology intervention has become.
Human intervention has to be given the primary role. But
in a mad rush to digitise too much intervention of artificial
intelligence has made the system alien and indifferent. It is
time to take stock of the situation and let technology be what
it is. An aid and not a substitute of humans. But what is hap-
pening is that technology is becoming replacement of human
beings. The purpose of digitisation has to be responsiveness.
Trust and empowerment are the two key concepts that can
make digitisation achieve its objectives. For a country like
India where both the physical and psychosocial ecosystem
is still in a formative stage digitisation has to hasten slowly.
And more importantly, digitisation is not about data, social
media and Netflix. It is something entirely different. To cre-
ate a responsive state that delivers, it is important to ensure
that the digital interface allows for more listening rather than
following the commands of the algorithm in the system blind-
ly. Let humans be driving the machine and not otherwise.
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Don’t we all dream for a dream-
like existence? I do too. But,
then, it will be termed day-

dreaming, if it is not backed by what
is needed to get that dream state. 

The first question we should ask
ourselves is what we consider dream-
like existence and then, what are dif-
ficulties in achieving this dreamlike
state? First of all, I have to be very
determined; my willpower must not be
lacking in anyway. These desires are
very difficult to get fulfilled, if at all.
Even one of them will be a tall order.
And one of the main difficulties will
be to give up ‘ahankar’ (ego). Hardly
anyone succeeds in doing that, because
‘ahankar’ is what defines most of us. 

It is no wonder that Lord Krishna
has spoken about giving up ahankar
multiple times in the Bhagavad gita
including the last time in the verse
#18.58, when He warned Arjuna of
being destroyed, if he continued to act
under its influence. God has to help.
There is no way that such desires can
be self-fulfilled. And of course, we have
to be deserving.

So, how does one go about achiev-
ing this almost impossible goal? The
first requirement has to be willingness
to change. We are never going to get
to the dreamlike state if we continue
the way we are going. Changing is not
rejecting self; it is improving self.
Believe me, we all need to make/accept
lots of changes to get to a superior posi-
tion. Our determination/willpower
will help. Good health is another pre-
requisite, because ‘tapasya’ required is
unthinkable in poor health. All sacri-
fices need to be made in this direction.
We must be dutiful, because all of us
have been created to be dutiful. These
are determined by time, place and cir-

cumstances and will be always within
our abilities/capabilities. As a matter of
fact, we, human beings, are limited to
doing duties only. Nothing more can
be done or is expected from us.

God loves those who are dutiful in
the right way, which is: I must do what
I must. This attitude also takes away
the harmful ahankar, which gives us
wrong impressions about ourselves.
God loves those even more who fol-
low ‘dharma’; who agree to abide by
limits sets for all of us, i.e. always to
be guided by ‘maryada’.

We must become good in every
sense, including seeking company of
good people, and we know what it
means to be good. Sure enough, our
relationships with family members will
become good, because what we sow we
reap. Understanding others, appreci-
ating them, forgiving minor offences,

accepting others as unique packages
just as we all are will help greatly. We
need lots of assistance from experts in
different fields because we are limit-
ed in what we know or can know. And
in the matter of spirituality, we must
refer to a bona fide scripture like the
Bhagavad Gita in order not to stray
away from God, who is absolutely
essential, if we have to achieve the
dreamlike state. Why? Because He is
the controller.

You think you are upto the chal-
lenge? I do. Therefore, I am trying. I
know that it will take me several lives
to achieve this goal, but I will keep on
getting glimpses of the same as I
progress. Will you believe that my fears
have reduced? I feel so much better
sans debilitating fears.
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It seemed like the hundredth time
I’d been in the same doctor’s
office. As I stared at the stark
white walls and mass-market art,
I knew what my doctor would say

about my severe chronic pain before he
even opened his mouth: “I am so sorry.
There isn’t much more I can do,” he said
as I whimpered with pain and squirmed
in the chair. “Why don’t you try to dis-
tract your mind? It may help” Then, he
wrote me yet another prescription for
painkillers.

I left his office frustrated, irritated,
and deflated. Just get my mind off if it,
I thought. Sure. As if ignoring the pain
and stress that came with it was so easy
to do. I got into my car and looked at
my phone. I saw a tweet that George
Clooney was in Washington, DC work-
ing to help refugees. One of my favorite
actors was practically in my neighbor-
hood. It was the first time I’d smiled all
day. 

Then, my food-writing persona
seemed to take over. “I may or may not
be making lunch for George Clooney.”
I tweeted. The response was immedi-
ate-and delightful. My friends chimed
in with questions and jokes. Within
minutes, I received an email from a
major publication. “If you are cooking
for George, can we come in and do a
story about it?” That response made me
laugh. Who was crazy enough to think
I, a half-baked food writer, would ever
cook a meal for a magical creature like
George! Yet the tweet did what the doc-
tor had suggested: It distracted my brain
from my chronic pain. For a few min-
utes, I actually felt like my (pain-free)
self again. 

From then on, every time I strug-
gled with pain, I headed to Facebook.
I would post an update about my
George Clooney delusions. My online
friends were only too happy to play
along. “I tried to contact Clooney. I was
told to put my people on it. I said yes,
of course. Now I need people. Who’s
in?” I wrote.

“I have been informed that hoping
Clooney will randomly pick up my
novel and love it and tell everyone to
buy it isn’t a realistic book marketing
plan. Damn. Now what?!”

Prior to my Clooney obsession, I
posted mostly about food, my kids, and
my life as a mother and writer. These
off-brand posts surprised and delight-
ed my friends and soon began to have
a following. Other women writers and
readers began to respond in jest to what
I posted. In his own way, through my
friends, George was giving me the very
distraction the doctor had prescribed. 

Then my entire world crashed, and
life became what can only be described
as a country music song: My husband
had a massive medical crisis and was
in a coma for a couple of months. I
cared for him 24/7, focusing on noth-
ing else, spending terrified nights in the
ICU. By the grace of God, when he

woke up he wasn’t paralysed, and he
was transferred to a rehab facility to
begin the long process of recovery.

But the Universe wasn’t done with
me quite yet. One night while I was
returning from the hospital, the car I
was in crashed and was totaled. Once
I realised that I was okay, I sat down on
the sidewalk and wept. I had never
imagined this for myself. Who does?
But the crash made me realise how frag-
ile life is and this was not how I want-
ed my story to end. I sobbed for not
feeling grateful enough for what I had,
and yet not being brave enough to go
for the life I wanted.

He recovered, but my life, as I knew
it, fell apart. My marriage of twenty-four
years heartbreakingly ended in a col-
laborative divorce. My finances crum-
bled under the pressure of unending
bills, and a bare bank account stared me
sharply in the face. My freelance busi-
ness of 15 years dried up as I could pay
no attention to it while I tended to my
top priority: my family. I could literal-
ly feel everything I had known and held
true as the foundation of my belief sys-
tem being ripped apart. Some days the
sheer exhaustion of just having to wake
up every morning was taking its toll.

My Facebook tribe noticed-and
how. Little did I realise that what had
started as a joke would become a life-

line. I hadn’t mentioned the divorce
anywhere, but they could sense from
my posts that something was off. And
they knew exactly what I needed to feel
better again. “Hey, did you see George
became a dad?” “Hey, I went to Lake
Como and took pictures for you of this
potential villa that George MAY or
MAY NOT live in.”

Now, instead of crying and worry-
ing whenever it all seemed too much,
I turned to George: This pie-in-the-sky
fantasy of a movie star crush, which
everyone around me was so willing to
indulge, was not only a distraction, but
a running joke with my friends. It was
a way for them to make me laugh and
let me know they were thinking of me
and that they cared without the serious-
ness of the pain-physical and emotion-
al I was feeling. Every “George joke” was
a little lifeline that showed me people
cared and gave me strength. 

In real life, I began to look for a job,
and found one with a great tech com-
pany. I thought maybe, just maybe, we
would be okay. Then the pandemic hit.

Suddenly, I was a divorced 50-year-
old single mom with two children, a
brand-new corporate job, and a broken
heart, isolated in a townhouse, without
close friends or family nearby.

At first, I tried to reason with my
panicking brain. But, truth be told, I was

even more terrified than before. I was
a newly single person anxious about
what the future held.

Finally, I posted on Facebook: “I feel
scared and alone.” And the floodgates
opened. Now it wasn’t just friends, but
many times people I did not know-
readers of my books-posting images
and stories about George Clooney on
my wall. “Hey, did you see your
boyfriend is on the cover of AARP
magazine?”/”Andy Borowitz must’ve
posted his picture just for you.”/”I can’t
watch a George Clooney movie with-
out thinking of you.”

People photoshopped images of me
and George. Movie poster stars were
replaced with George and me. A read-
er sent mea book about Clooney. A
National Press Club picture of me hold-
ing my novel and standing next to a
male colleague became a fake image of
me and my celebrity crush.

I got daily messages about his twins,
his wife, his interview in GQ, his
Nespresso ads, his tequila, his surgery,
his well, you name it. Every time he
made a move, my Facebook tribe need-
ed to inform me. “George is shooting
here in Boston. Come visit!”

Of course, no one sending me the
messages actually believed that George
and I would ever meet. So, what was
this deep “George has your back” vibe
that was pouring in at me at internet
speed? Then it dawned on me: This was
love in the time of COVID-19. My tribe
was showering me with love in the only
way they knew how: by teaching me
through their posts, their tweets, their
emails, the fake images, the books, the
texts, to keep believing in fairytales. The
fantasy I had created to take away my
physical pain was now distracting my
brain from the mental exhaustion of
feeling alone.

And it wasn’t about just giving me
love and solace; I know the posts were
also helping those who posted. As much
as it was a distraction for me, it was a
distraction for them, too. They poured
love and thought into each post — my
birthday posts had Clooney, my happy
posts had Clooney emoji responses.

Then my older son read all the
posts about George and said, “Mom, we
need to talk about all this George
Clooney stuff.” At first, I felt so embar-
rassed, and braced myself for a rather
unpleasant conversation. Perhaps he
was ashamed of the silliness in which
his mother was indulging. “Mom, you
really have to pick someone else.
George Clooney is way too old for you.”
I laughed so hard! George was just the
distraction I needed to deal with the
pain. He gave me strength by creating
this “language” with me and my com-
munity. In a way, George was just what
the doctor ordered. 
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● Shift in Germany: The
Russian onslaught has triggered
a shift in the geopolitical and
geo-economic calculus in
Europe. Germany has shifted its
position on major foreign and
defence topics, ranging from
arms deliveries, defence spend-
ing, sanctions and diplomacy.
So far, Germany had been the
key player in co-opting, often to
the disapproval of other NATO
allies, its transatlantic ties and
its business interests alongside a
massive reliance on Russia’s gas.
Under the Normandy Format, it
was also a keen supporter of
sustaining dialogue as the best
means to resolve the conflict
between Russia and Ukraine.
Germany refused to deliver
defensive weaponry to Ukraine
due to its “peace policy” and
restrictive stance on arms and
even blocked weapons ship-
ments from its ally Estonia to
Ukraine. Changing its previous
course, Germany has
announced sending 1000 anti-
tank weapons and 500 missiles
to Ukraine. 
● Sweden and Finland: The
public opinion in Sweden and
Finland has also, for the first
time since the WW-2, started
swinging against their alleged
neutral status in favour of join-
ing NATO. A recent survey
operated by the Novus agency
revealed that 37% of Swedish
citizens are in favour of the
country’s entry into NATO,
while only 35% take the oppo-
site position 28% are undecided.
This reflects changing attitudes
with far reaching implications
for the security architecture of
Europe. In lockstep with

Sweden, a similar survey done
in Finland showed its drift
towards NATO. A poll released
by the Finnish Broadcasting
Company showed that for the
first time a majority of Finns,
about 53%, supported joining
the alliance, up from 19% in
2017. A full 66% would support
NATO membership if neigh-
bouring Sweden, which has also
long maintained a nonaligned
status, joins at the same time.
This has been touted as yet
another sign of the fundamental
shifts in Europe’s security land-
scape.
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Russia has been preparing

for the SWIFT sanctions in two
ways: by setting up Russia’s
System for Transfer of Financial
Messages (SPFS) as an alterna-
tive to SWIFT and by building a
large $ 640 bn foreign reserve
(Putin’s Insurance Policy). The
problem is that a big chunk is
held overseas. The strongest
weapon in the West’s financial
arsenal has been the cutting off
a G-20 Central Bank of Russia
from SWIFT system. Freezing

the overseas held foreign
reserves will prevent the Bank
of Russia from using them for
currency interventions or trans-
fers to the Russian treasury to
spend. As a result inflation will
shoot up and the Ruble will
tank further. 

However, the EU sanctions
exclude banks like VTB(Largest
bank of Russia), Bank Rossiya.
Gazprom bank also has been
excluded from SWIFT because
they are main channels for pay-
ments of Russian oil and gas
which EU countries are still
buying despite the war. SWIFT
is still being used for some 70%
of transfers within Russia.
Despite China and Russia set-
ting up their own systems of
payments that will be developed
faster in current circumstances.

India is also exploring ways
to set up a rupee payment
mechanism for trade with
Russia. Vital supplies of fertiliser
from Russia could be disrupted
as sanctions intensify, threaten-
ing India’s vast farm sector.
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Calling for escalation and

dialogue, India has for the third
time abstained from UN (twice
at SC and once at GA). India’s
response to Ukraine is a prod-
uct complex geopolitics of its
disputed borders and its ambi-
tion to counter its key adversary
China through its maritime
strategy along with the ‘Quad’.

The weakening of the U.S.-
led global order manifested in
the US withdrawal from
Afghanistan has complicated
India’s position and options in
regional geopolitics. 

We need Moscow for our
huge defence supplies to the
tune of 60-80%. We also need
them to secure our outreach to
central Asia, for the North
South Maritime Corridor (that
includes India, Russia , Iran and
Central Asians but neither
Pakistan nor China) and for
retaining our relevance in the
Taliban controlled Afghanistan.
As far as these corners stretch,
India could only bank upon
Russia. 

This story changes with our
maritime domain. That is where
we need the Quad. IOR is a cru-
cial maritime space which lies at
the heart of America’s strategy
for the Indo Pacific. The US
would like India to buy less
defence equipment from Russia
but wouldn’t offer comparable,
top of the line technology like
the SSN (nuclear powered sub
marine), S-400, Brahmos etc.
One can understand why Indian
leaders are refraining from tak-
ing sides. India’s current chal-
lenge is to evacuate its thou-
sands of students stranded in
Ukraine under ‘Operation
Ganga’.

The Russia-Ukraine war is
changing the very foundations
of the global order as we know
it. As the debris settle, we will
see a more militarised Europe.
Globally, we are likely to
encounter a more multipolar
world with repercussions for
India’s national interests as well. 

The writer is Associate
Fellow, Europe and Eurasia

Center, MP-IDSA. She is MA and
M.Phil Int. Politics JNU; PhD

Advanced Comparative Politics,
Tsukuba University, Japan
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Banking system is the back-
bone of any economy and

banks are the trustees of pub-
lic money. In the last few years,
the banking sector is under-
going a structural change. The
immediate impact of the Union
Budget is always on the finan-
cial markets and the banking
sector. Although there was no
direct announcement for the
banking sector in the Budget,
there are many points that will
affect the banking sector in the
coming days, more credit lines
for small businesses, introduc-
tion of digital currency by the
central bank and amendments
to strengthen bankruptcy laws
are among the major focus
areas for the banking sector in
this year’s Union Budget.

The Budget is growth ori-
ented both directly and indi-
rectly, with 35 per cent increase
in capital expenditure for infra-
structure development and 65
per cent defence capital expen-
diture for local companies, tax
incentives for start-ups and
the banking sector benefiting
from PM Gati Shakti.

The Budget emphasises on
fintech and digital banking. On
the completion of 75 years of

India’s Independence, 75 digi-
tal banking units will be set up
in different districts by sched-
uled commercial banks. With
the digitisation of banking ser-
vices operated by the post
office, it is a clear indication
that the Government is looking
to promote digital banking in
rural and semi-urban India.
More than 35 crore post office
deposit accounts will now be
linked to the core banking
system. Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman
announced to link 1.5 lakh post
offices with the core banking
system, this will enable people
to access their accounts online
and transfer money to post
office accounts and other
banks, which will help farmers
and senior citizens in rural
areas, as well as promote inter-
operability and financial inclu-
sion. Being a part of core
banking, it will facilitate fund
management, a major effort for
the digital economy in rural
India. 

Last year, Sitharaman allo-
cated �1,500 crore to promote
digital transactions and digital
modes of payment in rural and
under-served areas. The Indian

market’s fintech adoption rate
is 87 per cent, which is much
higher than the global average
of 64 per cent. Bad Bank was
announced last year. This
Budget talks about expediting
the Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Code resolution process and
reducing its time from two

years to six months.
The introduction of

Sovereign Green Bonds will
also help the banking sector. In
this new idea, the Government
will borrow through such spec-
ified bonds for green projects.
One more year extension of
ECLGS scheme will strength-

en the business of MSME as
well as banking sector. In addi-
tion, the guarantee cover for
ECLGS will also be increased
by �50,000 crore to a total of �5
lakh crore. The additional
amount will be focused on
hospitality and related enter-
prises. 

The Government propos-
es to introduce a digital rupee
using block chain and other
technologies to be issued by the
Reserve Bank of India from
2022-23 for a more efficient
and affordable currency man-
agement system. With this,
India will join the ranks of
countries to issue their own
Central Bank Digital Currency
(CBDC). A central bank digi-
tal currency would be a legal
tender issued by the RBI in dig-
ital form. It can be exchanged
face to face with the notes
issued by the Government. 

The emphasis on digital
economy and introduction of
fintech innovation will give
impetus to the fintech sector.
Technology will decide what is
the way of banking. This
includes huge data, cloud com-
puting, smart phones and other
similar inventions. Customer
interaction and transactions
with banks will be all-way
instead of multi-way. With
India having a large number of
mobile customers, there is
great potential for this tech-
nology to be widely used in the
delivery of financial services. At
present, about 93 crore people

in the country have mobile
phones. But only 4 crore peo-
ple use mobile banking. Digital
banking will lead the economy
in the near future and fintech
is the way forward for the
Indian banking and payment
system.

Also, it is essential that the
payment systems operating in
the country are good and
secure. The central bank is
making constant efforts to pre-
vent incidents of fraud. Despite
this, the incidents of card fraud
and online transactions are
increasing day by day.
However, to secure digital
channels, additional authenti-
cation has been made manda-
tory by banks for all online,
IVR, recurring transactions
based on the information avail-
able on credit, debit, prepaid
cards. Aadhaar based biomet-
ric authentication can also
improve the situation.

(The writer is Associate
Professor, Atal Bihari Vajpayee
School of Management &
Entrepreneurship, Jawaharlal
Nehru University, and author of
‘Changing Scenario of Indian
Banking Industry’)

Who has benefitted from
the bloodshed in

Ukraine, apart from the mili-
tary industrial complex of West
(and China)? Neither Ukraine,
nor the West (unless it was still
stuck in the 20th century).
Russia might create a buffer of
broken down or destabilised
Ukraine with NATO, but at a
great cost — something
Russian President Vladmir
Putin described as having left
with no other option. In foreign
policy, the only moral liability
a nation has is securing its
national interest. What is
Ukrainian national interest: to
become a NATO member or
adopt neutrality and cooperate
with both rival camps? 

Ukraine and Russia have
historical, cultural, linguistic,
family and blood ties; but hav-
ing such a mighty power next
door on hostile terms is not a
desirable scenario. If Ukraine’s
sole purpose of getting close to
NATO was ensuring its terri-
torial integrity from Russia, it
could have been achieved by
entering into an agreement to
that effect with Moscow in
Normandy format, with Kiev
pledging neutrality. Truth is,
Ukraine would not have been
averse to neutrality, unless it
was pumped up by the West,
with funds, intelligence,
weaponry and political support
against Russia.

By continuing its focus on
China following the Trump
administration, the Biden
administration for once
showed promise in foreign
policy arena. Securing “strate-
gic stability” with Russia — to
focus at its 21st century chal-
lenge, the rising and revision-
ist China — America finally
seemed capable of moving
beyond Euro-centrism: its age-
old emotional biases and his-
toric fixations. However, even
before it could gather steam,
the gauntlet was thrown and
plan was sent gathering dust.
Everyone knows that the pre-
sent crisis was avoidable.
However, it seems the world is
going to be forever stuck in the
unending obsessive feud
between the Russia and the
West. Ironically, Moscow and
Washington, the two great
powers in decline are still fight-
ing for heft.

Chain of events
Ukraine is a fairly new

country and is divided between
the Russian-speaking East and
Ukrainian-speaking West, and

so are the loyalties. Corruption
and authoritarianism have
been major problems with
Ukraine and continue to be so
(Zelenskyy, for all his heroism
and poignant speeches, had
shut down three critical media
outlets and arrested Opposition
leaders; Pandora Papers
revealed his connections with
offshore entities engaged in
shady financial dealings). Its
leadership hasn’t evolved
enough to understand state-
craft requires compromises
between different sections and
different neighbours. 

Post 2014, since western
backed Governments took
over, the minority linguistic
rights have been abolished and
Ukrainian has been enforced as
the language in public sector,
education and professional
fields, bringing up charges of
discrimination. The UN

endorsed Minsk Agreements
for resolution of conflict with
Donbas region, but it was not
implemented because they
grant too much autonomy to
the provinces.

Ukraine has been a “part-
ner country” of NATO since
2008 when it applied to begin
a NATO Membership Action
Plan, but plans for joining
were shelved following the vic-
tory of Viktor Yanukovych in
2010 presidential election.
However, after the Euro-
Maidan Revolution in 2014,
joining NATO was made a pri-
ority. Accordingly, the
Constitution was amended in
2019. In June 2021 NATO
Summit, the decision about
Ukraine’s NATO membership
was reiterated, refusing Russian
concern. In September 2021,
NATO undertook military
exercises in Ukraine. 

Putin claims twenty such
drills were planned this year
and Ukraine’s territory, air
space and naval bases were
being used by western intelli-
gence agencies to spy on
Russia. If Ukraine had to be
neutralised the time was now.
Assumably, he would have
undertaken preparation for
invasion, in all realms includ-
ing economic, since 2019-20.
Seeing no progress on the
security guarantees proposed
by him in December 2021,
especially due to US, and
threats of deterrence to intim-
idate him into submission, for
Putin the die was cast. 

Western action defies logic
The US enforces Monroe

Doctrine in the entire Western
hemisphere, but denies Russia
such a right even in its imme-
diate neighbourhood. NATO

ensured peace in Europe dur-
ing the Cold war by the “bal-
ance of power”; now its exis-
tence, more so its eastward
expansion, is a threat to peace
and security in the continent,
by creating unnecessary pres-
sure and suspicion in Moscow.
The thinking that Russia can be
pushed into a corner by encir-
cling it and creating extraordi-
nary force against is unrealis-
tic, and rather it results in
unpredictable and aggressive
behaviour by Moscow.
Unsurprisingly, the American
foreign policy doyens like
Henry Kissinger and John
Mearsheimer have been against
the NATO expansion and sug-
gest neutrality for Ukraine and
non-interference by
Washington in Russian “core
strategic interest” areas.  

The West sees Russia as a
spent force, which in effect is

a “persistent power” of a con-
siderable weight and would
continue to shape geopolitical
events for the immediate
future. The fact that western
sanctions might dim the
Russian lights but only at a cost
is being completely overlooked
in the usual noise of demonis-
ing Putin. Can the West chal-
lenge Russia and China togeth-
er? The Western sanctions will
not sink the Russian ship, but
the resultant Sino-Russian con-
vergence, effect on its own
economy and military buildup
in Europe will make contain-
ment of Beijing extremely dif-
ficult.

The Putin problem
In popular western think-

ing, Putin is the cause of prob-
lem between Russia and the
West, and present mess in
Ukraine. If he’s replaced, a

more pliable leader would take
over and bow to the Western
power is just wishful thinking.
Firstly, many political scientists
state that in most authoritari-
an regimes, one autocrat is
replaced by another. Samuel
Huntington had proclaimed
that all former Soviet states are
destined to have authoritarian
government as it is intrinsic to
their culture. In fact, starting
from the Arab Spring and sim-
ilar orange revolutions, West-
backed regimes changed in
Iraq and Afghanistan. This
hypothesis can be seen very
much in action here. Western
style democracy doesn’t survive
at such places, it turns into a
corrupt oligarchic system and
soon falls back to dictatorial
regimes. Second, maintaining
a “sphere of influence” is always
going to be an important pil-
lar of Russia’s foreign policy,
regardless of who is at the helm,
therefore it will always be in
conflict with the West.

Those surprised by the
Russian invasion or are laugh-
ably questioning Putin’s psy-
chological state have forgotten
the fate of Georgia in 2008,
when it tried to join NATO.
Those who can’t reconcile
Putin’s cool, calculative and
master strategist image with the
present boldness forget he’s
calm when needed, aggressive
when required. The fall of
Soviet Union and injustice and
humiliation of Russia have
been the themes close to his
heart since he was the KGB
head. To allow the West to
completely encircle Russia,
placing it at the target of
Western missiles, will not only
be foolish, it would be an exis-
tential threat.

War cannot be the solution
to anything, and undeniably
Russia is an aggressor, but the
blame for creating the condi-
tions for the war falls on the
West. Ought not every nation
be free to join military alliance
of its own choice? Military
alliances only create rival
alliances, and the outcome of
that has been witnessed twice
in the history. A military
alliance of most advanced
nations is more like an elite
club of the rich and the pow-
erful and it might guarantee
their security, but not world
peace. Nothing stops nations to
undertake collective security
on case-to-case basis.

(The author is a foreign pol-
icy analyst and a lawyer)
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“What is in store of my son’s
destiny? He suddenly gave
up his job a year and half

back. When asked, he said: Unlike you, I
am not prepared to toil all my life. I will
try to set up a business that brings good
and quick returns. Nothing seems to be
moving by now. Will he ever settle down,
and if so, by when? I asked him to seek
your counsel, but he won’t listen.” A wor-
ried father asked me some time back.

At the outset, let me assure you that
your son is quite talented and he will set-
tle down for sure with time. Like any
ordinary mortal, if he has some positives,
he carries negative traits also, which is
playing heavy at this particular point of
time. A look at his chart reveals that as of
now he would be under great stress, suf-
fering from inferiority complex, and in
fact in a state of depression. “If so, he
would need therapy. Otherwise, if left
unattended, I am afraid, it will grow with
time. But the problem is that he won’t lis-
ten. Will you suggest any puja that helps
bring him around?” the father came with
a counter question.

Well, therapy works only when the
person concerned acknowledges his
problem and wilfully tries to seek help.

The irony, however, is that his high ego
doesn’t let him acknowledge fault lines,
not to say anything about seeking help.
Even if taken to a therapist, he won’t
share much, and so the effort will go in
vain. If you somehow connect him with
me, my counsel will not work. The key to
his problem is his present mindset. Any
puja you do can’t enter his mind space to
make necessary correction. Have
patience. Be supportive. Assure him that
you are there to fully support him. The
progression of his planetary placements
suggests that hopefully, after a year, a sit-
uation may arise that may trigger the
sense of reasons in him, which too is
immense. The positives within him will
then lead him make a fresh and strong
start. “It is difficult for me to digest that
without making any suitable effort, time
alone would bring about necessary
change. Please explain,” the father asked.

When I talk about ‘time’, in astrologi-
cal framework, it doesn’t simply mean a
measure of space between two set of
events. In astrology, all scales of time are
set in correspondence with periodical
movement of the Sun and Moon. The
two luminaries being primary energy
balls of the cosmos playing from the

front, their progression reflects upon
varying energy dynamics of the cosmos.
That has related bearing on life cycle on
earth. A look at your son’s astrological
pointers and their progression will make
things clear.

The Sun signifying his identity is
conjunct Mercury, which makes him
quite intelligent having a good memory.
Both are beautifully aligned with intel-
lectually ordained Uranus and Neptune.
It, in the first place, implies that that he
is highly talented and has innovative and
inventive mind. Second, he has strong
imagination, is highly intuitive, and
compassionate. Jupiter conjunct Moon
gives him a fertile mind and also makes
out a good human being. All put togeth-
er qualifies him to make a mark for him-
self.

The negatives within are also there
that may play spoilsport with his poten-
tials, particularly when time becomes
adverse. Moon posited in Virgo sign
brings in the sense that others don’t
understand him. It is placed adverse to
Mars, Uranus, Neptune and Venus. This,
in the first place makes him irritable and
aggressive. Second, he is too much sensi-
tive. Third, it may at times makes him

vulnerable to get stuck to his fanciful
dream perception. Mars opposite Uranus
and Neptune makes him temperamental,
who remains susceptible to develop infe-
riority complex when things don’t move
on expected lines. Mars placed adverse to
Jupiter speaks of his inflated ego, which
may not let him digest advisories when
things don’t work his ways. All these
came into prominence when progressed
Sun was opposite Moon, which put him
under stress. Mars progressed to a point
exactly opposite Uranus and Neptune
that put him under depression, when to
hide his weakness, he may overreact
when counselled. 

All these indicators will move further
away from their negative positioning by
his next birthday. Fortunately at the same
time his progressed lagna becomes beau-
tifully aligned to Venus posited in his
career signifying 10th house. The dasha
sequence too becomes favourable. His
may then make a fresh positive start
whereafter, his performance may far
exceed your expectations. 
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