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After BJP’s stupendous per-
formance in the Assembly

polls, a rattled Opposition is
trying to put up a brave face
and once again resurrected the
idea of putting up a united face
against the saffron outfit in the
battle of 2024.  Bengal Chief
Minister and Trinamool
Congress chairperson Mamata
Banerjee has made the first
move in this direction.

Reaching out to regional
parties to push for an anti-BJP
alliance a day after the saffron
camp swept elections in four
States, Mamata on Friday
sought to edge the Congress
out of any prospective
Opposition formation, stating
there was no point in waiting
for the grand old party as its
lacked  “fire in the belly”.

Mamata on Friday said
that a grand alliance of all the
parties could be stitched
together for the 2024 general
elections. But she added that
Congress has lost its relevance
to lead any coalition so to say.

“All political polities that
want to fight the BJP should
walk together… we can all
fight together if Congress
wants,” she said. “But the
Congress has lost its credibili-
ty for its “repeated failures” to
provide leadership in the bat-
tle against the BJP.

“There is no point depend-
ing on the Congress (for lead-
ership) which is not the party
it used to be in the olden days
… it has lost its historicity,
credibility and everything, it is
not dependable now … now it

is time for all the regional par-
ties to unite … all political par-
ties that want to fight BJP
must work together … a deci-
sion on this can definitely be
taken,” she said drawing an
instant reaction from Congress
Lok Sabha Leader Adhir
Chowdhury who said that
Banerjee was “acting like a
BJP’s agent.”

Chowdhury, who is also
the Bengal Congress president,
said, “Now she is saying that the
Congress is losing its relevance
but she has to answer why is

she helping the BJP by raising
alliance to cut the Congress
votes … why did she go to Goa
where the Congress could have
won if the TMC did not cut
votes … it is clear as to who is
whose friend when both
Narendra Modi and Mamata
calls for a Congress-less India.”

The Bengal Chief Minister
also cast doubt on the Uttar
Pradesh election results saying
the Opposition Samajwadi
Party was defeated in the elec-
tions by deceit and advising its
chief Akhilesh Yadav to orga-
nize the masses in favour of
forensic examinations of the
electronic voting machines.

Referring to the suspension
of a top official for removing
EVMs, she said, “When a DM
(read ADM) is suspended for
taking away EVM machines …
then it becomes a significant
issue … so I think Akhilesh has
been defeated by deception …
He was defeated by BJP’s elec-
tion machinery, (tampered)
EVMs and central agencies …
So I think instead of getting
upset or depressed Akhilesh
should organize the masses
and demand forensic exami-
nation of the voting
machines… to see if these
were the same machines used
by people to vote and then
brought in for counting.”

Continued on Page 2
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The BJP leadership is active-
ly engaged in deciding the

Chief Ministers in Uttarakhand
and Goa where the saffron
party is set to form a
Government for the second
and third time in a row respec-
tively.

To make the task difficult
for the BJP leadership, Pushkar
Dhami,   who got the CM post
barely a few months before the
State poll and led it to the his-
toric successive win, has lost his
own election. 

Dhami on Friday resigned
as Chief Minister and said he
had been asked to continue till
the formation of a new
Government.

According to sources, a
final decision will only come
from Prime Minister Narendra
Modi who was instrumental in
shifting two CMs in the State
to preempt anti-incumbency in
the Hill State.

BJP General Secretary
Kailash Vijayvargiya though
gave subtle hints that Dhami
may not be in the reckoning.
Asked about Dhami,
Vijayvargiya said, “We have
internal democracy. MLAs will
choose their leader. No one can
comment on who will be the
Chief Minister. Dhami is a

national leader now.”
However, another BJP

leader Tejinder Bagga, who
was also looking after elections
in the State, tweeted, “Dhami
once again”, fueling speculation
of BJP going with Dhami’s face
again.

Sources said Satpal
Maharaj, State Minister and
one-time Congressman, and
Dhan Singh Rawat, who has
been a front-runner for CM
post twice in the past, are in the
race for the coveted chair in
Uttarakhand.

Union Ministers Piyush
Goyal and Dharmendra
Pradhan have been tasked with
zeroing in on the CM face by
the Central BJP leadership.
Two senior BJP leaders
Vijayvargiya and Prahlad Joshi
are already camping and inter-
acting with the newly-elected
MLAs.

Dhami, 46, is considered as
the protégé of Maharashtra
Governor and former
Uttarakhand Chief Minister
Bhagat Singh Koshyari, whom
he served as an Officer on
Special Duty and an adviser. He
was chosen as BJP wanted to
perform better in the Kumaon
region where Congress had
fared better in the 2017
Assembly polls.

Continued on Page 2
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Steering the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) to a historic

victory, Punjab’s Chief
Minister-elect Bhagwant Mann
will take the oath of office and
secrecy along with his Cabinet
colleagues on March 16 at
Khatkar Kalan, associated with
martyr Bhagat Singh.

Mann, who considers
Shaheed-e-Azam Bhagat Singh
his idol since the beginning of
his political career in 2012,
wears the freedom fighter’s
trademark ‘basanti’ turban,
and starts addressing his rallies
with martyr’s ‘inquilab zind-
abad’ slogan, had already

declared to take oath in the vil-
lage in Nawanshahr district.

AAP’s national convener
and Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal, his deputy Manish
Sisodia, besides other senior
leaders are expected to attend
the oath-taking ceremony. 

Punjab Governor
Banwarilal Purohit on Friday
dissolved the present Vidhan
Sabha, after the State Cabinet,
led by the “caretaker” Chief
Minister Charanjit Singh
Channi, made the formal rec-
ommendation to him. The
term of the next Vidhan Sabha
will start from the first day of
the session of the Assembly.

Continued on Page 2
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Unsettled by successive poll
debacles, disgruntled

Congress leaders, including
those from the infamous G-23,
met on Friday at the residence
of  former Leader of
Opposition in the Rajya Sabha
Ghulam Nabi Azad. 

Among those present were
party MPs Anand Sharma,
Kapil Sibal, and Manish Tewari.

Sources said they discussed
the party’s poor performance
and the need to evolve a 
strategy to resurrect the grand
old party that has become a
laughing stock across the coun-
try over its “management” by
the Gandhi siblings.

The meeting also comes
ahead of the Congress Working
Committee meeting to be con-
vened by party chief Sonia
Gandhi shortly to assess the
Congress performance in these
Assembly polls in five States.

Group-23 leaders include
Ghulam Nabi Azad, Anand

Sharma, Kapil Sibal, Manish
Tewari, Shashi Tharoor, Vivek
Tankha, Mukul Wasnik,
Bhupinder Singh Hooda,
Rajinder Kaur Bhattal,
Prithviraj Chavan, Milind
Deora, Sandeep Dixit, Raj
Babbar, Kaul Singh Thakur
and Akhilesh Prasad Singh.
They are likely hold a series of
meetings in the next few days.

They have also sent a mis-
sive to other Congress  leaders,
including Parliamentarians, State
units, former Chief Ministers
and others who have been feel-
ing “suffocated” since time. 

“Punjab, Uttarakhand and
Goa were given on platter to
the BJP and no one can deny
this fact except the Gandhi sib-
lings,” said a senior leader,
adding, few the Gandhi siblings
rely on a set of youngsters who
have no experience to deal
with the emerging political
challenge.

Senior Congress leader
Mallikarjun Kharge termed
the Assembly poll results

unfortunate but said the party
will win back the confidence of
people soon. 

“In my political career
spanning 50 years, I have seen
many highs and lows of the
Congress party. It is 
unfortunate to see the Assembly
results, but one should remem-
ber that we are the only ones
who can fight fascist forces. We
will regain the confidence of the
people soon,” Kharge, the
Leader of Opposition in the
Rajya Sabha, said.

While the party lost its
Government in Punjab due to
infighting and its decision to
replace Amarinder Singh at the
eleventh hour, it failed to take
advantage of the anti-incum-
bency in Goa, Uttarakhand
and Manipur. The Congress is
now in power only in
Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh,
Jharkhand and Maharashtra.
Last year Gandhis ignored sug-
gestions in choosing alliance
partners in West Bengal, which
upset Mamata Banerjee to the

extent that she played a big role
in spoiling the Congress;
chance in Goa by putting up
TMC candidates,  

AICC member V
Narayanan rued that the party,
whose incumbent Government
in Punjab lost to the AAP, fum-
bled in the election with mis-
management of the party.
While hailing Rahul Gandhi for
having all the right intentions,
he said the former party chief
has not delivered for the last 20
years and that the public has
also not accepted him. 

“Moreover, his sister
Priyanka, who led the party’s
charge in the poll battle in Uttar
Pradesh where the BJP retained
power, could not make a mark.
We have fumbled in the elec-
tion badly with mismanage-
ment of the party. We are
fighting against the juggernaut
of Modi sarkar and with their
lies, money power and muscle
power,” Narayanan, also a party
spokesperson, said.

Continued on Page 2
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Aday after Pakistan lodged a
strong protest over an

unarmed Indian supersonic
missile crashing into its terri-
tory, the Defence Ministry on
Friday regretted the incident
and said a technical malfunc-
tion led to the accidental firing
of the missile. The Indian
Charge d’Affaires in Islamabad
was summoned by Pakistan
there on Friday to register its
protest.

In a statement, the Defence
Ministry also said a court of
inquiry was instituted to ascer-
tain the cause of the accident
and said the Indian
Government has taken a very
serious view.  It is a matter of
relief that there was no loss of
life due to the accident, it said.

“On 9 March 2022, in the
course of routine maintenance,
a technical malfunction led to
the accidental firing of a mis-
sile.  The Government of India
has taken a serious view and
ordered a high-level Court of
Enquiry. It is learnt that the
missile landed in an area of

Pakistan. While the incident is
deeply regrettable, it is also a
matter of relief that there has
been no loss of life due to the
accident,” the statement said.

Pakistan on Thursday said
an unarmed Indian superson-
ic missile took off from Sirsa
and landed at a place 124 km
within Pakistani territory on

Wednesday evening. 
The missile, it said, was

cruising at an altitude of 40,000
feet and endangered passenger
flights in both Indian and
Pakistani airspace, and also
civilians and property on the
ground.

Major General Babar
Iftikhar, Director General,
Inter-Services Public Relations
(ISPR) of Pakistan Armed
Forces, said at 1843 hours on
March 9, “a high-speed flying
object was picked up inside
Indian flying territory by Air
Defence Operations Centre of
the Pakistani Air Force. From
its initial course the object
suddenly maneuvered towards
Pakistani territory and violat-
ed Pakistan’s airspace ulti-
mately falling near Mia
Channu”.

There were no human
casualties. While there were no
sensitive installations in the
area where it landed, a wall did
fall, the Pakistan military said.

“Whatever caused this
incident to happen, it is for the
Indians to explain,” he said. 

Continued on Page 2
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In its �24,353 crore revenue
deficit budget for the year

2022-23, the Maharashtra
Government on Friday
announced a State Amnesty
scheme to recover pending
penalty dues from taxpayers,
complete waiver of arrears
amounting to �10,000 or less
per year, reduction in Value
Added Tax (VAT) on
Compressed Natural Gas
(CNG) and stamp duty on
construction, gold-silver deliv-
ery order documents.

With a budget that laid
stress on development in var-
ious sectors, Maharashtra
Deputy chief minister Ajit
Pawar, who holds the state
Finance portfolio, unveiled
what he called Panchasutri
(five-point) of development
programme with an outlay of
�1,15,215 crore for Agriculture,
Health, Human resources,
Transport and Industry.  He
said that the state government
would set aside �4 lakh crore
for this programme in the next
three years. Friday’s was the

third budget presented by the
three-party Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) government ever since
it assumed office on November
28,2019.

The budget estimates pre-
sented by Pawar for 2022-23
pegged estimated revenue
receipts at �4,03,427 crore, as
against the revenue expenditure
of �4,27,780 crore. In effect, the
budget indicates a revenue
deficit of �24,353 crore crore
during the year ending March
31, 2023.

“Even though the economy
has slowed down, we intend to
revive the economy through
Panchasutri of Development
Programme. This expenditure
and expenditure on welfare
schemes being inevitable, the
resulting deficit may be viewed
favourably,” Pawar said.

One of the major tax con-
cessions that the Finance
Minister came in the form of a
reduction in Value Added Tax
(VAT) from 13.5 per cent to 3
per cent on CNG used by peo-
ple as fuel for their cars and
auto rickshaws. “Environment
friendly Natural Gas is largely

used for domestic piped gas
and CNG powered motor vehi-
cles, autorickshaws, taxis and
private vehicles. We propose to
reduce the rate of value added
tax on natural gas from 13.5
percent to 3 percent to encour-
age the use of environment-
friendly natural gas and to
provide relief to the citizens. 

As a result, we will incur a
revenue reduction of �800
crore,” Pawar said.The minister
came out with an amnesty
scheme to recover pending
penalty dues from taxpayers. 

Called the “Maharashtra
Settlement of Arrears of Tax,
Interest, Penalty or Late Fee
Scheme-2022” that Pawar
announced is applicable for
This Scheme is applicable on
various taxes levied by Sales
Tax Department before intro-
duction of GST Act. The tax-
payers can avail of the benefits
from the Amnesty Scheme
from April 1, 2022 to
September 30, 2022. 

Pawar also announced tax
concession on stamp duty,
which aims to incentivize the
construction business. Under

this concession, time period in
which stamp duty paid on ear-
lier deed to be adjusted against
subsequent deed, is being
increased from one year to
three years as per the provision
of article 5 (g-a) (ii) of
Maharashtra Stamp Act. 

“If any donor is transfer-
ring land without consideration
to the corporations, local self-
governing bodies under juris-
diction of State of Maharashtra
free of cost, then current Stamp
Duty of 3 percent on gift deed
or 5 percent on sale deed is
being fully exempted,” the min-
ister said, adding that the state
government would incur a rev-
enue loss �21 crore during the
year. 

Pawar also announced a
waiver of stamp duty waiver on
gold-silver delivery order doc-
uments imported into the state.

To encourage increased
travel by people through vari-
ous moides of water trans-
port, the minister announced
a waiver of  the tax levied by the
Maharashtra Maritime Board
on passengers as well as pets,
vehicles and goods traveling by

ferries and Ro-Ro boats oper-
ating on newly launched water-
ways from January 1, 2022, for
three years. Under the
Panchasutri (five-point) of
development programme, the
minister mad an allocation of
�23,888 crore is proposed for
agriculture and allied sectors,
�5,244 crore for health sector,
�46,667 crore for human devel-
opment and human resources,
�28,605 crore for transporta-
tion infrastructure and �10,111
crore for development of
Industry and Energy sector.

Pawar announced an
incentive grant of �50,000 to 20
lakh farmers who repay their
loans regularly-expected
expenditure �10,000 crore,
while he made a provision for
Land Development Bank  waiv-
ing loans to the tune of �964
crore for 34,788 farmers and
�275.40 crore dues of bank
employees.Among other
things, the minister announced
the setting up of level-1 Trauma
Care Units of 50 beds at
Nanded, Amravati, Jalna,
Bhandara, Ahmednagar and
Satara, setting up mechanical

washing plants at 50-bed hos-
pitals and cleaning machines at
30-bed hospitals, setting up of
100-bed women’s hospitals at
Hingoli, Yavatmal, Buldhana,
Sangli, Satara, Kolhapur,
Sindhudurg, Wardha,
Bhandara, Jalgaon,
Ahmednagar, Dhule, Solapur,
Ratnagiri, Aurangabad and
Raigad and a new 365-bed
Regional Psychiatric Hospital at
Jalna at a cost of �60 crore. 

Pawar also announced the
setting up of a post graduate
institute St. George Post
Graduate Institute of Medical
Education and Research in
Mumbai, Post Graduate
Institute of Medical Sciences at
University of Health Sciences at
Nashik,. Dr. Babasaheb
Ambedkar Institute of Medical
Education and Research at
Nagpur.  

�100 crore will be provid-
ed in 2 years for strengthening
food security system, a state-of-
the-art ‘Indrayani Medicity’ to
be set up near Pune city and an
innovation Hub to be set up at
a cost of �500 crore for creation
of employable manpower. 
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday addressed

a gathering of Gujarat BJP
leaders here as Assembly elec-
tions in the state draw near, and
asked them to maintain a close
contact with people.

“Met fellow @BJP4Gujarat
leaders and Karyakartas at the
state BJP HQ. Discussed how
our Party organisation can
serve the people even more
effectively and contribute
towards national development,”
he tweeted after meeting.

More than 430 leaders and
workers were present at meet-
ing held at party's state head-
quarters, said BJP spokesper-
son Yamal Vyas. "The prime
minister was welcomed with a
garland by women party work-
ers. He provided guidance to
those in attendance,” Vyas said,
without disclosing details of
prime minister's speech.
Sources said that Modi asked
BJP leaders and workers in the
state to maintain a close con-
tact with people. He asked
party workers to make people

aware of various  mschemes
and programs implemented by
the government in the last ten
years, sources added. Modi
also asked state leaders to
increase coordination with the
cadres working on the ground,
they said.

The prime minister's focus
was to extend outreach to the
people in every sphere of soci-
ety, sources said. The PM's
speech lasted for over 35 min-
utes.

Chief Minister Bhupendra
Patel, his predecessor Vijay
Rupani and former deputy
chief minister Nitin Patel were
present, among others.
Assembly elections are due in
Gujarat in December 2022.
Earlier in the day, arriving in
Gujarat after the BJP's impres-
sive performance in elections in
Uttar Pradesh and three  other
states, the prime minister con-
ducted a roadshow in
Ahmedabad.

In 2017, the BJP had man-
aged to win 99 seats, only
seven more than the majority
mark of 92, in Gujarat, the
prime minister's home state.
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In Goa, where the party is to form a
Government for the third successive time,
the choice of a new CM is less complicat-
ed for the BJP as Chief Minster Pramod
Sawant seemingly carries the backing of the
Modi-Shah.  Sawant has expressed confi-
dence that the Central leadership would
“repose faith on him”.

Notwithstanding Sawant’s “confidence”,
sources pointed out that while the local Goa
BJP unit is backing Sawant, there is a like-
lihood that the BJP high command may
consider State Minister Vishwajit Rane
whose wife Divya too has won her Assembly
seat as the CM candidate in the post-
Parrikar phase in the coastal State.  Sawant,
48, was a protégé of popular former Goa
Chief Minister and Union Defence Minister
Manohar Parrikar.

From Page 1

As per the official release,
Punjab Governor dissolved the
15th Punjab Vidhan Sabha
“with effect from the afternoon
of the 11th March, 2022, in
pursuance of the powers con-
ferred upon him by Sub-clause
(b) of clause (2) of Article 174
of the Constitution of India”.

Mann is expected to meet
the Governor on Saturday to
stake a claim to form the gov-
ernment.

As per available informa-
tion, AAP’s two-time MLAs
would be among the first ones
to be considered for the
Cabinet posts, including the
Leader of Opposition Harpal
Singh Cheema (Dirba MLA),
his deputy Sarabjit Kaur
Manuke (Jagraon), Aman
Arora (Sunam), Kultar Singh
Sandhwan (Kotkapura), Prof
Baljinder Kaur (Talwandi
Sabo), and Budh Ram
(Budhlada). The party had re-
nominated its 10 sitting MLAs,
and all have been re-elected.

Among the first-timers,
the party may consider the
names of Harjot Bains
(Anandpur Sahib), Neena
Mittal (Rajpura), Jeevanjyot
Kaur (Amritsar East), Dr
Charanjit Singh (Chamkaur
Sahib), Narinder Kaur Bharaj
(Sangrur), and Inderjit Kaur
Mann (Nakodar). It has been
learnt that the process of
Cabinet formation will take
place in a phased manner, with
“a few” taking the oath, to

begin with,
along with the
C h i e f
Minister. The
C a b i n e t
would be
e x p a n d e d
subsequently.
The state cab-

inet has the strength of 18
Ministers, including the Chief
Minister.

AAP on Friday held the
first meeting of its legislative
wing. During the meeting,
Budhlada MLA Budh Ram
proposed Mann’s name as the
leader of the legislative group,
which was unanimously
accepted by all other 91 legis-
lators. Addressing the meeting
which was also attended by
Punjab party affairs in-charge
Jarnail Singh and co-in-charge
Raghav Chadha, Mann urged
AAP’s all elected representa-
tives to work for the people
“who have reposed so much
faith in us”.

Asking all the legislators to
shun arrogance, he asked them
to take the government to the
people’s doorstep instead of
compelling them to visit offices
to meet you in Chandigarh.
“We have to reach out to the
people who voted us to
power...Go to villages along
with your officers...hold meet-
ings there, organize camps,
drink tea with them, share
their sorrows and prob-
lems...Don’t make the people
visit you in Chandigarh...peo-
ple are tired now, their shoes
have worn out visiting tehsils,
and kachehris (courts),” he
said addressing the MLAs.

Reminding the MLAs how
the people have voted out of
power who failed to work for
them, Mann asked them to do
more than the guarantees the
party gave to the people. 

Out of AAP’s total 92 leg-
islators, 82, including Bhagwant
Mann, will enter Punjab
Vidhan Sabha for the first
time. Many of the elected rep-
resentatives, who reached
Mohali’s hotel for the meeting,
were not even known to each
other. In fact, the police per-

sonnel were seen asking for
their identity before allowing
them to enter the premises. It
was jubilations, and smiles all
around with the AAP leaders
intermingling with each other,
sharing joys, and congratulat-
ing one another for their his-
toric success.

MANN MEETS KEJRIWAL
A day after leading AAP’s

Punjab unit to rout State’s tra-
ditional political outfits, the
CM-designate on Friday visit-
ed New Delhi to meet party
supremo and Kejriwal, Sisodia
and other senior party leaders.
Kejriwal welcomed Mann with
open arms and gave him a tight
bear hug. 

It was all smiles. Mann also
touched Kejriwal’s feet and
invited him for the oath cere-
mony. Mann was accompa-
nied by Punjab affairs co-in-
charge Chadha. It has been
learnt that the leaders also dis-
cussed the Cabinet probables,
besides the ensuing Rajya
Sabha elections for the five seats
due to be held on March 31.

MANN, KEJRIWAL, MLAs
TO HOLD ROADSHOW ON
MAR 14 IN AMRITSAR

In the meeting, it was
decided that Mann and
Kejriwal will reach ‘Guru ki
Nagri’ Amritsar on March 13 to
pay their obeisance at Sri
Harmandir Sahib, Durgiana
Mandir, and Sri Ram Tirath
Mandir and to thank
Waheguru for this success.
Mann will seek the blessings of
God before taking his respon-
sibility as the Chief Minister of
Punjab. After that AAP nation-
al convener and Punjab presi-
dent will conduct a roadshow
in Amritsar to celebrate their
victory among the people and
to thank the voters.

From Page 1

Pakistan “strongly protests this flagrant violation and cautions against recurrence of any such
incident in future”, he said. Pakistan Air Force officials said the object “was picked up at a high-
altitude of 40,000 feet and was traveling at a speeding axis of Mach 2.5 and the total distance it
travelled inside Pakistan was 124km and from the total flight time of 6 minute 46 seconds till it
hit the ground, it was in Pakistani territory for 3 minutes and 44 seconds”. According to a 2005

agreement between India and Pakistan on pre-notification of flight testing of bal-
listic missiles, each country has to notify the other at least three days in advance
of the flight test it wants to undertake whether surface-to-surface, land, or sea-
launched missiles. It also stipulates the launch sites should not fall within 40 km
from either the International Boundary or the Line of Control (LOC) and the
planned impact area should not fall within 75 km.

From Page 1

He said Sonia’s sagacity
and wisdom in an advisory role
would make a significant dif-
ference for the party, but she
should not involve her family.
“At the end of the day, politics
is a game of delivery. Indira
Gandhi and Sonia delivered
despite setbacks. Rahul and
Priyanka had 20 long years to
prove their mettle...The coun-
try is bigger than the party, and
party is bigger than the indi-
viduals and families,” he said.
The G-23 leaders in a letter
addressed to Sonia in August
2020, observed that uncertain-
ty over leadership and drift in
party was weakening Congress
and demoralised  workers.

From Page 1

Without naming Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, the
Bengal Chief Minister said,
“There are some people who
are beating kettle drums --- in
anticipation of a victory in
2024 --- after winning elections
in a few States but for that, they
must remember that 2024 is
still quite far away and only
drums do not make a good
music … for that you need har-
monium and soothing notes…
the BJP should stop day-
dreaming.”

The Prime Minister had on
Thursday said that the BJP’s
win in four States --- UP,
Uttarakhand, Goa, and
Manipur --- was indicative of
the mood of the nation ahead
of the 2024 general elections.

Rejecting the PM’s asser-
tion, poll strategist Prashant
Kishor on Friday asserted that
the election results in these
States will not have any impact
in the next Lok  sabha  elections
as “battle for India would be
fought and decided in 2024 and
not in any State elections.”

“Battle for India will be
fought and decided in 2024 &
not in any State #elections
Saheb knows this! Hence this
clever attempt to create a fren-
zy around the State results to
establish a decisive psycholog-
ical advantage over Opposition.
Don’t fall or be part of this false
narrative,” Kishore said in a
tweet that has gone viral.
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The CBI on Friday opposed
before a Delhi Court the

bail application by Anand
Subramanian in National Stock
Exchange (NSE) co-location
scam case, saying that the for-
mer group operating officer
(GOO) influenced the decision
making of former managing
director and chief executive
officer Chitra Ramakrishna.

CBI counsel said that
Subramanian, who imperson-
ated as a “Himalayan Yogi” to
influence Ramakrishna,
remained evasive during inter-
rogation and was a flight risk
and should not be granted
bail. 

“You are (allegedly) the
Himalayan Yogi, living in the
high reaches of the Himalayas
with divine powers. CBI was
lying in hibernation for four
years. They woke up now. I
don't know why,” Special Judge

Sanjeev Aggarwal
remarked. The judge reserved
the verdict on the bail plea after
hearing counsel for the agency
as well as Subramanian, who is
presently in judicial custody,
and listed the order for pro-
nouncement on March 24. The
former GOO was arrested by
the CBI on February 24 and
was remanded for custodial

interrogation. He was sent to
14-day judicial custody on
March 9. While the court
observed the accused did not
flee in the last four years, the
CBI prosecutor VK Pathak
stated that Subramanian
thought that nobody would
identify him.

Lawyer Arshdeep Singh,
appearing for Subramanian,
said that he was “not the
Himalayan Yogi”.  CBI counsel
said that there were emails
between Subramanian and
Ramakrishna sharing sensitive
information and that a probe
has to be done on the aspect of
financial gains to them.

“There are various mal-
practices apart from the co-
location…They visited tax
haven countries. This aspect
has to be looked into,” he said.

“He was the main advisor
to the MD. He was advising
each and everything. Chitra
Ramakrishna took decisions
under influence. 

There was some financial
gain, tours to foreign countries.
We are looking into it,” it was
further submitted.  "You take a
lot of time. You keep looking,”
remarked the judge who also
observed that life and liberty
can't be restricted based on pre-
sumptions and assumptions.

CBI counsel said that it

was in the process of analysing
832 GB data and the probe has
been extended to several bro-
kers and that the accused has
been uncooperative and eva-
sive. Subramanian's lawyer
sought his release on bail on the
ground that he was not named
in the FIR, he had no role in the
NSE co-location facility while
specifically denying the allega-
tion that he was the
"Himalayan Yogi" who alleged-
ly influenced Chitra
Ramakrishna's decision mak-
ing.

The lawyer said that
Subramanian joined NSE only
in April 2013 and the period of
offence was 2010 to 2014.

He also argued that
although the investigation can
go beyond the FIR, there has
not been reasonable nexus
between the subject matter of
the FIR and events being
brought under its ambit and
therefore the issue of his
appointment cannot be a mat-
ter of the present investigation.

Singh further informed
that SEBI has already exoner-
ated him in the proceedings
concerning the co-location
facility. The court observed
that Subramanian received an
"unthinkable" hike in his remu-
neration when he joined NSE
and asked what was so special.
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The Supreme Court on Friday
allowed media baron Raghav

Bahl, who is facing money laun-
dering charges, and his wife to go
to London in connection with a
medical condition, following a
surgery that took place in 2021.
A bench of Justices DY
Chandrachud and Surya Kant
said that petitioner and his
spouse shall furnish an under-
taking immediately upon con-
firmation of their appointment
to effect that they shall return to
India within two weeks from the
date of departure.
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The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Friday took

umbrage at the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP), National
Convener Arvind Kejriwal’s
statements "attacking" the
Election Commission (EC) and
the electoral process over the
delay in announcement of
MCD poll dates, saying he is
"killing democracy at the very
grassroots by starving local
bodies of funds.” 

Addressing the media at
the BJP headquarters here
along with the party's Delhi
unit chief Aadesh Gupta,
Union Minister Smriti Irani
said the BJP is "amused" that a
party (AAP) which got less
than NOTA votes in Uttar
Pradesh, lost deposits on 55 of
the 70 seats in Uttarakhand and
had a vote share of just six per
cent in Goa claims that it had
a decisive impact in the State
elections results. 

Irani said the Kejriwal dis-
pensation has not paid �13,000
crore due to civic bodies in the
national Capital. “Kejriwal is
killing democracy at the very
grassroots by starving local
bodies of funds,” she said.

Earlier in the day, Kejriwal had
criticised the State Election
Commission over the post-
ponement of the announce-
ment of the civil body poll
schedule in Delhi, and said that
forcing the “cancellation of
elections” is unprecedented,
unconstitutional and not good
for democracy.

Hitting back at him, Irani
said, "Today, the nation was
amused to see a press interac-
tion by Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal. 

As Indians, we should take
umbrage at the fact that
Kejriwal chose to attack the
Election Commission and elec-
toral processes that have been
hailed across the world as
transparent and fair. What
amused the workers of the
BJP was the fact that a leader
who lost four State elections
claimed that he was a harbin-
ger of change."

Asking Kejriwal to release
�13,000 crore "owed" by the
Delhi Government to the civic

bodies in the national Capital,
Irani said, "Kejriwal says elo-
quently that he is the saviour of
democracy. I want to tell him
that by starving municipal cor-
porations of funds, he is killing
democracy at the very grass-
roots." 

She said that for the last
seven years in Delhi, Kejriwal
himself has "stopped" funds for
the sanitation workers. Under
his leadership, the funds for
development activities in vil-
lages and other works by the
municipal corporations have
been stopped, she alleged.

Reacting to her statement,
Delhi Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia slammed
Union Minister Smriti Irani
over her remarks saying that
the allegations were baseless
and the BJP deferred polls
fearing defeat in municipal
elections.

He said that the BJP should
stop playing blame games and
let the EC conduct elections.
“In the upcoming civic body
elections, the BJP will not able
to win even 10 seats. The peo-
ple of Delhi now want the
Kejriwal Government in the
MCD also.” Sisodia said.

“We want to know what
tactics have you used to stop
the EC from conducting MCD
elections. Have you threatened
the EC with the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) or given any
kind of leverage to the EC,” he
added.
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After the Delhi State Election
Commission asked legal

experts if it can still hold polls
for the three municipal corpo-
rations in the national Capital,
the Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal on Friday
urged Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to let MCD
elections take place in the city,
saying postponing polls weak-
ens the democratic system.

Kejriwal said the Centre
writing to the Election
Commission (EC) to defer
elections and the EC suc-
cumbing to the Centre’s pres-
sure is not the right precedent
for the Indian democratic sys-
tem. “It must have been the first
time in the last 75 years that the

Central Government has writ-
ten to the EC, forcing it to defer
elections. People are saying
that the excuse of merging the
three MCDs is a mere farce,
and the real reason is that the
BJP wants to postpone polls,”
said Kejriwal. “The Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) knows that
the Aam Aadmi Party’s (AAP’s)

wave is taking over the coun-
try and once the MCD elec-
tions take place, the BJP will
drown in the same wave.

I appeal to the Prime
Minister with folded hands to
not cancel the elections since
this will pose a huge threat to
our democracy,” said Kejriwal.
"What is this pressure on the
State Election Commissioner?
What is this threat or greed that
is bigger than the greater good
of the country?,” said Kejriwal
adding that the State Election
Commissioner should be aware
that if he cancels the elections,
there will be no significance to
our democracy. “MCD elec-
tions were supposed to be
announced on March 9. They
were supposed to notify all
dates related to nomination,

withdrawal and the guidelines
in that regard. But, the Centre
wrote a letter to EC asking
them to defer polls because
they apparently want to merge
three MCDs,” said Kejriwal.
“The BJP has done this in
anticipation of its defeat after
seeing the wave of AAP. They’re
also asking what does election
have to do with merger? Today,
the 272 councillors of the three
MCDs sit separately, after the
merger they’ll sit together. 

Why does this have to be a
reason to defer elections, the
merger doesn’t affect the demo-
cratic system at all? It is clear
that their modus operandi was
not merger but postponement
of polls,” said Kejriwal. “With
folded hands, I appeal to Prime
Minister to let go of such

antics. Dear Prime Minister,
governments will come and go
but the country, its constitution
and its democracy are here to
stay. Leaders like you and I are
not important, political parties
are not important,” said
Kejriwal.

He also appealed to State
Election Commissioner and
said, “I don’t know what fear or
pressure our State Election
Commissioner was under that
he took such a big step.  

How was he pressured to
take such a drastic step? Was he
threatened by ED, CBI, Income
Tax or did he face some bigger
threat? He is supposed to retire
in April. Was he lured with
some post-retirement roles to
be compromised in such a
manner?.”
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Right after taking charge of
the Delhi Women and

Child Development (WCD)
Ministry, Kailash Gahlot, vis-
ited two Anganwadi Centres
(AWCs) in the national
Capital’s Humayunpur and
Nizamuddin areas to under-
stand the grievances of the staff
there.

“The entire Anganwadi
staff has promised to continue
working to ensure the smooth
functioning of all centres. I've
also assured them that the
Delhi Government will do
everything in its capacity to
address and resolve the
demands and grievances they
face,” said Gahlot.

“I appeal to all workers
who have still not returned, to
resume duties. We will all have
to work together to ensure a
safer future for our children.
The department is strongly
motivated and I am looking
forward to the betterment of
both the staff and public,” said
the WCD Minister. The oper-
ations at both Humayunpur
and Nizamuddin Anganwadis
have resumed normalcy and
both AWCs are working at

full capacity. Gahlot also inter-
acted with parents and children
and enquired about the condi-
tions of the centres, the quali-
ty of early childhood care and
education offered at these cen-
tres.

During the day, Gahlot
also chaired a meeting with all
officials of the WCD including
the Director, Joint Directors,
Deputy Directors, District
Officers Child Development
Project Officers and Welfare
Officers. He also urged the
senior officials to conduct reg-
ular visits to all centres, to
ensure efficient functioning,
accountability and transparen-
cy within the department. The

department of WCD was
added to the portfolio of
Kailash Gahlot on March 9.
Delhi has a network of 10,897
AWCs which are divided across
95 sanctioned projects and
have 10,653 Anganwadi work-
ers and 10,890 Anganwadi
helpers.

The Prime Minister’s
Overarching Scheme for
Holistic Nutrition (POSHAN)
schemes delivered through this
network of Anganwadis alone
have benefitted 8.98 lakh ben-
eficiaries in the month of
January, 2022 which includes
children in the age group 0-3
years, 3-6 years and pregnant
and lactating mothers.

���������
�����'�
����
�������&����'�����
��
�

��	77���������� '38�!3-"�

Delhi Social Welfare
Minister, Rajendra Pal

Gautam on Friday visited a
Divyangjan help camp organ-
ised by Social Welfare
Department at Delhi’s Guru
Tegh Bahadur Hospital for dif-
ferently-abled people.

Officials of Delhi
Government, Central
Government and many other
social organisations also par-
ticipated in camp. During the
camp, the official provided the
citizens with various types of
services including disability
certificate, UDID card, digital
handicap certificate, Delhi
Transport Corporation (DTC)
pass, Railway pass and loans,

on same day. “Around 1,000
people were assisted in UDID
registration in this camp. Along
with this, citizens were also
made aware about welfare
schemes run by Delhi
Government,” said an official.

“The concept of Disability
Assistance Camp is that all
facilities should be provided to
specially-abled people under
one roof so that their problems
can be resolved quickly and
they don't have to travel to dif-
ferent offices for their work,”
said official. Gautam said that
Arvind Kejriwal-led Delhi
Government is committed to
providing all possible help till
last person standing in line.
“Soon Delhi Government will
introduce new schemes for

Divyangjan to enhance quali-
ty of their life and make pub-
lic services more accessible
and quick,” said Gautam. “At

same time, the Kejriwal
Government is also in process
of establishing a therapeutic
rehabilitation centre in every

district for specially-abled peo-
ple, for which department has
already been directed," Gautam
added.
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To attract more buyers, the
Delhi Development

Authority (DDA) has approved
amendment in its housing reg-
ulations to allow the public to
participate in the housing
schemes if they or their fami-
ly members don’t own a flat or
a plot of area above 67sqm in
the national Capital.

The decision was taken
during a meeting via video-
conferencing, held under the
chairmanship of Delhi
Lieutenant-Governor, Anil
Baijal,  who is also the
Chairman of the DDA. The
DDA also gave nod to an
amendment in the DDA
(Management and Disposal of
Housing Estate) Regulations,
1968.

According to officials, reg-
ulation seven prescribes that
only those persons will be eli-
gible for allotment of DDA
flats who, or their family mem-
bers, don’t own a flat or plot of
area above 67sqm in Delhi.

“It has been restricting the
demand for DDA flat to a con-
siderable extent. Besides, the
number of waitlisted allottees
will be equal to the number of
flats offered under the scheme
as against 25 per cent as per the
existing Regulation. 

The unsold flats of devel-
oping areas may be offered
through ‘first come first serve’
basis and no condition in
terms of ownership of flats
shall apply to the applicants,”
said the official.

In other words, unsold
flats can be purchased by an
applicant even though he/she
may be having a flat or plot in
Delhi. Public entities will also
be eligible for allotment of such
unsold flats,” said the official
adding that the approval would
be sent to the Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs for
approval and notification of
the proposed amendments.

Also, to further strength-
en the healthcare facilities in
the national Capital, the DDA
has also approved a proposal to
facilitate the redevelopment

of AIIMS, Delhi campus, over
79.73 hectares as a "world-class
medical university".

The re-designation of the
AIIMS campus as 'education &
research university' as per
Master Plan of Delhi 2021, and
assigning other development
controls norms to the campus,
were also assented to by the
highest decision-making body
of the DDA, officials said.

A proposal on changing of
land use for a plot (8.5 ha or 21
acres) for setting up an e-waste
management (eco-park) sys-
tem, was also approved by the
DDA.

The proposal was to
change it from 'Residential-RD'
to 'Utility-U4' at Village
Holambi Kalan, Zone P-I
(Narela Sub-city), Delhi.

The Authority also
approved change of land use
for a plot measuring 0.6769 ha
(6769.60 sqm) at Vasant Vihar
from 'Residential '  to
'Government (G2)' allotted for
establishment of headquarters
for National Disaster Response
Force.
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An Iraqi national was duped
by two men who posed as

cops and stole $3200 from his
bag. The victim identified as
Rain has been in city for med-
ical treatment of his wife at a pri-
vate hospital, police said. They
both came to India earlier in
March. According to police,
the incident took place on
Thursday when Rain was visit-
ing a restaurant where a friend
of his from Riyadh had invited
him. He told the police that “I
was standing outside the restau-
rant when I was accosted by two
cops who had come in a car.
They were in plain clothes but
claimed they were cops. They

asked for my passport and ID.
Unsuspecting, I handed out
documents. And then they pro-
ceeded to check my bag and
while checking it, they stole US
$3200".

He said he found the money
missing when he checked his
bag, but by that time ‘fake cops'
had fled in car. "We are scanning
CCTV footage of nearby area to
develop some clues. The inves-
tigation team is on the job and
are trying to identify car and
accused,” said Station House
Officer (SHO) of sadar police
station. An FIR has been regis-
tered against two unknown
persons under sections 379
(theft) and 420 (cheating) of
Indian Penal Code (IPC), at
Sadar police station.
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Delhi Police has been asked
by the Delhi High Court

on Friday to respond to a plea
by Jawaharlal Nehru University
(JNU) student Sharjeel Imam
challenging the framing of a
sedition charge against him in
a case related to alleged inflam-
matory speeches made by him
during protests against the
Citizenship Amendment Act
(CAA) and National Register of
Citizens (NRC) in 2019.

The notice was issued to
police by bench of Justices
Siddharth Mridul and Anoop
Kumar Mendiratta and the
matter has been further listed
for hearing on May 26.

Special Public Prosecutor
Amit Prasad, representing
Delhi Police, sought time to
place on record relevant docu-
ments. The court said it should
be done within two weeks.
Sharjeel, who was arrested in
January 2020, in relation to the
alleged inflammatory speeches,
has challenged a trial court's
January 24 order framing sedi-
tion charge against him. The

trial court had said, "Accused is
directed to be charged for
offences under sections 124A
(sedition), 153A (promoting
enmity on grounds of reli-
gion), 153B (assertions preju-
dicial to national integration),
505 (statements conducing to
public mischief), of Indian
Penal Code and section 13
(punishment for unlawful activ-
ities) of UAPA."

On the same day, the trial
court had also dismissed
Imam's bail plea in the case,
which has already been chal-
lenged by him in the high
court and the petition is pend-
ing.

As per the prosecution,
Imam had allegedly made
speeches at Jamia Millia Islamia
on December 13, 2019, and at
Aligarh Muslim University on
December 16, 2019, where he
threatened to cut off Assam and
rest of Northeast from India.
The prosecution has alleged
that his speeches incited hatred,
contempt, and disaffection
towards Central Government
and instigated the people which
led to the violence in December

2019. “In garb of CAA, he
(Imam) exhorted people of a
particular community to block
highways leading to major cities
and resort to 'chakka jaam'.
Also, in name of opposing
CAA, he openly threatened to
cut off Assam and other
Northeastern states from rest of
country,” the Delhi Police's
charge sheet has stated.

Imam is in judicial custody
since January 2020. He is also
one of the accused in the Delhi
riots conspiracy case. In his
defence, Imam had earlier told
trial court that he was not a ter-
rorist and his prosecution was
a “whip of a monarch rather
than a government established
by law”.

Whereas, the prosecution
had claimed that violent riots
took place pursuant to Imam's
speech. Delhi Police filed a
charge sheet against Imam in
case, in which it alleged that he
allegedly gave speeches inciting
hatred, contempt, and disaf-
fection towards Central
Government and instigated the
people which led to the violence
in December 2019.
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Delhi Police has released an
order stating that any per-

sonnel either in uniform or dri-
ving Government vehicles if
found violating traffic norms in
the national Capital will have to
shell out double penalty.

According to order released
on March 2 by Ajay Krishan
Sharma, the Additional
Commissioner of Police, Traffic,
it has been observed that some
police personnel don't wear
seat belt either while driving
government vehicle or occupy-
ing the front seat beside driver.

“All police personnel be
sensitized towards this issue
and briefed that as per amend-
ed Motor Vehicle Act, there is
provision of double penalty for
the traffic violation committed
by police personnel.Hence, all
officers posted under your com-
mand should be sensitized and
directed to adhere traffic rules

and regulations strictly to avoid
penalty as well as embarrass-
ment to department,” the order
stated. It also directed Traffic
Inspectors (TIs) to brief all
prosecuting officers that viola-
tors should be dealt with accord-
ing to provisions of MV Act and
other relevant laws irrespective
of their class and category.

"If any police personnel
either in uniform or driving
government vehicle is found
violating traffic norms, he
should be prosecuted under
appropriate provisions of the
law and provisions made under
section 210B of MV Act," order
stated. 

According to contents of
section 210B of amended MV
Act-1988, "Penalty for offence
committed by an enforcing
authority–any authority that is
empowered to enforce the pro-
visions of this ACT shall, if such
authority commits an offence
under this Act.
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Ghaziabad: A man has been arrested from Shalimar Garden area
here for killing his friend with a hammer and hiding his body inside
his house, police said on Friday. The deceased, a 35-year-old man
Amit Kumar, worked as a domestic help, and was reported miss-
ing by his brother on March 5, they said. During its investigation,
police was told by several persons that Kumar was last seen with
one Mahendra at his house, said Sahibabad Police  Station SHO
Nagendra Chaubey. Mahendra was arrested and interrogated dur-
ing which he confessed to having killed Kumar and hiding his body
inside his house, Chaubey said. According to the police, on the
day Kumar went missing, he drank liquor at Mahendra's place and
got into a heated argument with him over some issue. PTI
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APMLA court in Haryana on
Friday sent a software engi-

neer to ED custody for five days
after the agency arrested him in
a money laundering case linked
to Ponzi schemes through which
he allegedly generated ‘proceeds
of crime’ worth Rs 50 crore.

Pranjil Batra was taken into
custody by the Enforcement
Directorate late on Thursday as
part of its investigation against
a Hisar-based company styled as
Future Makers Life Care Private
Limited, the agency said in a
statement. Batra, who looked
after the software of the com-

pany, "siphoned off " funds
worth over Rs 50 crore from the
accounts of Future Makers
Group by creating fake IDs and
using the bank accounts of his
family members, close associates
and shell companies, the ED
alleged."He (Batra) used these
funds, which are proceeds of
crime, for purchase of proper-
ties, jewellery and shares of
high net worth shell companies.
He sold some of the immovable
properties acquired from the
proceeds of crime to the entities
controlled by him," it said.Batra
was "non-cooperative and
resorted to withholding relevant
information and misleading the

investigation" during question-
ing, it alleged.

A special Prevention of
Money Laundering Act (PMLA)
court sent him to five days of ED
custody after he was produced
before it on Friday, it said. The
money laundering case was
filed by the ED on the basis of
multiple FIRs filed against the
group by Haryana and
Telangana police.

"Ponzi schemes run by the
group were based on pyramidal
structure where the persons at
the top of the pyramid gained at
the behest of the loss borne by
the persons at base of the pyra-
mid," the agency added.
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The Delhi High Court on
Friday asked the Centre to

come with a clear stand as to
what objection it has in fully re-
opening the Nizamuddin
Markaz, where the Tablighi
Jamaat congregation was held
in March 2020 amid the
COVID-19 pandemic and has
remained shut since then. The
court sought to know from the
Centre why it was against
reopening it fully daily when it
was agreeable to open it during
festivals. 

Justice Manoj Kumar Ohri
asked the counsel for the
Centre to apprise the court as
to what objection they have in
re-opening all the floors of the
building when the authorities
are agreeable to open the first
floor of the masjid for devotees
to perform their prayers. The
court was hearing an applica-
tion by the Delhi Waqf Board
seeking to open the mosque in
view of Shab-e-Barat and
Ramzan in March and April. 

“If the first floor can be
used for 'namaz' then other
floors can also be used for it.
You (Centre's counsel) please

take instructions as to in case
there is no objection to the
opening of the first floor, what
objection may be there for the
opening of the remaining por-
tion, dehors your submission
that you have no objection as
far as festivals are concerned.
Why can't it be opened every
day,” the court said. 

Last year, the court had
questioned the Centre as to
how long it intended to keep
the Nizamuddin Markaz
locked, saying it can't be “kept
forever”. In its affidavit affirmed
by the Deputy Commissioner
of Police, Crime, the Centre has

told the court that it was “nec-
essary and incumbent” to “pre-
serve” the Markaz property as
the investigation in the case
registered for violation of the
COVID19 protocols has “cross
borders implications and
involves nation's diplomatic
relationship with other coun-
tries.” 

On April 15, 2021, the
court had allowed 50 people to
offer namaz five times a day at
Nizamuddin Markaz during
Ramzan, saying there is no
direction in the DDMA notifi-
cation to close down places of
worship.
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As India managed to evacu-
ate most of its citizens

from war torn Ukraine,
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar on Friday lauded
‘Operation Ganga’ and thanked
all those involved in the effort.
He will make a statement in
Parliament in the session
beginning Monday regarding
the situation in Ukraine and
‘Operation Ganga.’

Jaishankar’s appreciation
came on a day when the last big
group of more than 650 Indian
students stranded in Sumy in
eastern Ukraine returned late
Thursday and early Friday by
special IAF and Air India
flights.  In all, nearly 18,000
Indian citizens were brought
out from Ukraine in 80 special
flights since February 22.

“Students from Sumy are
returning today to India. Their
evacuation was particularly
challenging. Operation Ganga,
undertaken at the direction of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, has delivered due to
both leadership and commit-
ment,” Jaishankar said in a
statement on Twitter.

The minister also thanked
everyone who, he said, helped
the mission meet its objectives.
“Our particular gratitude to the

authorities in Ukraine and
Russia as well as the Red Cross
for the evacuation assistance,”
the note read.

He also expressed gratitude
to Ukraine's neighbouring
countries--Romania, Hungary,
Poland, Slovakia and Moldova-
-for their ‘exceptional’ support
to India in evacuating its citi-
zens from the eastern European
nation.

Jaishankar also underlined
the role played by Union min-
isters Jyotiraditya Scindia,
Kiren Rijiju, Hardeep Singh
Puri and General VK Singh.

They were sent to coordinate
the evacuation efforts, and
whose presence, he noted,
‘made a big difference.’ 

The minister appreciated
the role of the Indian embassy
in Ukraine and his colleagues
in the external affairs ministry
for their ‘dedicated efforts in a
difficult conflict situation.’

India sent three flights to
Poland for its students--600 in
all--who were evacuated from
Sumy on Tuesday. While two
were Air India flights, the third
was an Indian Air Force (IAF)
flight. All three flights returned

on Friday; the first two arrived
in Delhi, while the third land-
ed at the IAF’s Hindon air base
in Ghaziabad in the neigh-
bouring Uttar Pradesh.

"We are grateful to NGOs,
individual volunteers, corpo-
rates, our airlines, and the
Indian Air Force who worked
so tirelessly in this exercise," the
minister said.
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The Central Board of
Secondary Education

(CBSE) on Friday announced
that the term-II board exams
for Class 10 and 12 will com-
mence from April 26, as it
released the schedule for the
papers. The board said that it
has kept a considerable gap
between any two papers in the
term-II exams owing to the
prolonged school closure due
to the pandemic.

Last year, the CBSE had

announced that board exami-
nations for 2022 will be con-
ducted in two terms. I exams
have already been held, while
term-II exams commence from
April 26 for both classes.  The
term-II exams for Class 10
will end on May 24, while for
Class 12 students, the papers
will end on June 15.

While releasing the date
sheets for term-II exams, the
Board said that it has given a
considerable gap between two
papers in almost all the subjects
in both the classes "as the

schools were closed due to
pandemic which has led to
learning losses".  It also said
that other competitive exami-
nations including JEE-Main
have been taken care of while
preparing the date sheet.

"These date sheets have
been prepared by avoiding
nearly 35,000 subject combi-
nations to ensure that no two
subject examinations of a stu-
dent fall on the same date," it
said.  The Board also said that
the exams will commence at
10.30 AM.
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Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Friday asked all

the States to use the National
Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB) data for preparing
their annual crime control
strategy.

The NCRB data should
help reduce the crime rate in
the country by 20 per cent in
next five years if it is made
available to the right people at
the right time, is kept in prop-
er format and if a system is
adopted for its proper analysis
and management, Shah said.

"The NCRB data should be
used by all states for preparing
their annual strategy for crime
control. It should be used in a
multi-dimensional and multi-
purpose way in crime control,"
he said, addressing the 37th
foundation day of the NCRB
here.

The analysis of the NCRB
data should be made in all
States, at DGP headquarters,
district SP offices, police sta-
tions, the Home Minister said.  

The data should not be
limited only to the IPS officers.
Unless, the NCRB data reach
the police station level, it is not
going to help anyone, he 
said.

"Only data can have no
results. There should be aware-
ness about the data, analysis of
the data and its utilisation.
The NCRB director should
have meetings with DGPs of all
states, analyse the data and
work on how to implement
them (the result of the analy-
sis).

Then only there will be 100
per cent usefulness of the data,"
he said.

Shah, however, said the
NCRB data is classified only
under various sections of the

Indian Penal Code and not on
the basis of social issues.

“Apart from looking
through the IPC sections, there
should be social angles too.
Why crimes increased in
drought hit areas or why many
farmers engaged in disputes,
leading to injuries and even
deaths in some cases.

"If we see the data only
through the lens of IPC sec-
tions, there can be no solutions
to the problems of crimes.
There should be proper analy-
sis of the data patterns by the
NCRB and BPR&D (Bureau of
Police Research and
Development) so that these
analyses can be utilised by the
states by intervening on soci-
etal issues," he said.

Shah said it is very impor-
tant to have all crime data
together, its proper analysis
and dissemination to control
crimes.
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India and China have agreed
to sustain the tempo of dia-

logue to find ways to ensure
peace at the Line of Actual
Control(LAC)in Eastern
Ladakh.  Stand-offs are still on
at some friction points for the
last two years and the Corps
Commanders of the armies
met in Ladakh on Friday to
find ways to disengage troops
from these points.

The 15th round of military
level talks began on the Indian
side in Chushul at 10 am.  The
last round of talks on January
14 did not make any major
breakthrough.  Chief of Leh
based 14 Corps Lt General
Anindya Sengupta led the
Indian delegation for the latest
round. 

The delegation included
military and diplomatic offi-
cials, sources said here on
Friday. They said the two sides

agreed to continue the process
of military and diplomatic level
parleys for early resolution of
the issue at the LAC.

India has all along insisted
that status quo ante as prevail-
ing prior to May 2020 has to be
restored for normalising of
bilateral ties between the two
countries.  Trouble erupted at
the LAC in May 2020 and
snowballed into a bloody drawl
in June in the Galwan valley. 

At present, more than
50,000 troops each from both
the sides are facing each other
at the LAC at three friction
points leading to tension in the
region. Announcing the date
for the 15th round of talks,
sources had said three days
back “India and China have
mutually decided to hold the
15th round of Corps
Commander level talks at the
Indian side of Chushul Moldo
Meeting Point on 11 March
2022. 
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The Supreme Court  on
Friday agreed to list for

hearing on March 15 a plea
challenging the grant of bail by
the Allahabad High Court to
Ashish Mishra, son of Union
Minister Ajay Mishra, in con-
nection with the Lakhimpur
Kheri violence. A bench head-
ed by Chief Justice N V
Ramana was told by lawyer
Prashant Bhushan that the
plea, which was to be listed
Friday, has not been in the list
of business, and meanwhile,
there was an attack on one of
the prime witnesses of the case
on Thursday night. 

“There has been a mistake.
They (Registry officials) are
listing it on Tuesday. We will
take it up on next Tuesday,” said
the bench which also com-
prised Justices A S Bopanna
and Hima Kohli.  The matter

was mentioned for urgent list-
ing by Bhushan on March 4
and the court had agreed to
hear it on March 11. Bhushan
had submitted that the other
accused in the case were mov-
ing courts for grant of bail cit-
ing the relief granted to Ashish
Mishra. 

The bench had asked the
lawyer to intimate the High
Court that the top court is
hearing the plea for cancella-
tion of bail.  A single-judge
bench of the High Court, on
February 10, had granted bail
to Mishra who had spent four
months in custody.  Three
family members of farmers,
who were killed in the violence,
have sought a stay on the
February 10 bail order of the
high court, saying the verdict
was “unsustainable in the eyes
of law as there has been no
meaningful and effective assis-
tance by the state to the court
in the matter”.
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Atemperature rise of 2
degrees Celsius would

increase the burden on hospi-
tals from hyponatremia – a
condition when the body has
critically low sodium levels in
the blood — by almost 14 per
cent, according to a recent
study that highlights how cli-
mate change-induced extreme
wave conditions threaten the
well-being of the people.

“Heat stress would leave
them hospitalized due to crit-
ically low sodium levels in the
blood which causes nausea,
dizziness, muscle cramps,
seizures and even coma,”
according to the findings pub-
lished in The Journal of Clinical
Endocrinology and
Metabolism.

The study comes close on
the heels of the IPCC report
which recently projected that

global warming will intensify
the health effects of heat waves.
“Heat waves are periods of
unusually hot weather, typically
lasting for 2 or more days, out-
side the historical averages for
a given area. Heat waves have
happened in the past, but cli-
mate change is making heat
waves longer, more extreme,
and more frequent,” said the
report. It identifies India as
among the most vulnerable in

terms of agriculture, health
impact with climate change
making its presence felt every-
where, be it in the form of heat
waves or floods.

In the current study, the
researchers linked data on
Sweden's entire adult popula-
tion to information on 24-
hour mean temperatures over a
nine-year period. In that time,
more than 11,000 were hospi-
talized with a principal diag-

nosis of hyponatremia, most of
whom were women with a
median age of 76. Average daily
temperatures ranged from -10
to 26 degrees Celsius. When
people consume more water
during heat waves to cool them-
selves down, they subsequent-
ly increase their odds of dilut-
ing the sodium in their bodies,
said the latest study. “The body
needs sodium to maintain nor-
mal blood pressure, support the
function of nerves and muscles
and regulate the fluid balance
in and around our cells,” said
the study. The researchers
found an almost tenfold
increased risk for hospitaliza-
tion due to hyponatremia on
the hottest days compared with
the coolest periods. Women
and elderly carried the greatest
risk, with individuals 80 years
or older 15 times more likely to
be hospitalized for hypona-
tremia during heat waves. The

incidence of hyponatremia was
largely stable from -10 to 10
degrees Celsius but increased
rapidly at temperatures above
15.

When the researchers
applied the data to a prognos-
tic model forecasting global
warming of 1 or 2 degrees
Celsius, in line with IPCC cli-
mate projections for 2050, they
found that hospital admissions
due to hyponatremia could be
expected to increase by 6.3 per-
cent and 13.9 percent, respec-
tively.

"We believe these estimates
are quite conservative seeing as
we didn't account for sec-
ondary diagnoses of hypona-
tremia, extreme weather events
or an aging population," said
Jonatan Lindh, associate pro-
fessor at the Department of
Laboratory Medicine,
Karolinska Institutet, and co-
last author of the study.
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The Centre on Friday dis-
missed as "speculative and

misinformed" a new study pub-
lished in The Lancet that
claimed India's estimated
cumulative excess Covid deaths
between January 2020 and
December 2021 was around
eight times higher than report-
ed. The Lancet reported on
Thursday that although excess
mortality rates due to Covid
among Indian states are not the
highest in the world, because of
India's large population, the
country accounted for around
22.3 per cent of global excess
deaths as of December  31,
2021.

The documented deaths
due to COVID-19 in India over
that period was around

489,000, the Lancet said in its
paper entitled 'Estimating
excess mortality due to the
COVID-19 pandemic: a sys-
tematic analysis of Covid-19-
related mortality, 2020-21'.

It said India's estimated
cumulative excess deaths due to
Covid-19 between the period
were the highest in the world
at 4.07 million. 

The Union Health
Ministry reacted strongly to the
study and termed it "specula-
tive and misinformed".

In a statement, it said the
study provided estimates of all
causes of excess mortality for a
number of countries based on
a mathematical modelling exer-
cise. The study concluded that
although reported Covid-19
deaths between January 1,
2020, and December 31, 2021,

totaled 5.94 million world-
wide, an estimated 18.2 million
people died worldwide because
of the Covid-19 pandemic (as
measured by excess mortality)
over that period, it said.

"This is yet another esti-
mate on excess mortality due to
Covid-19 by another set of
researchers. Mathematical
modelling techniques are
essentially the process of cre-
ating a mathematical repre-
sentation of a real-world sce-
nario to make a prediction.

"Such predictions are
founded on a certain set of
inputs either based on real
world scenarios, or approxi-
mations of those (which may
vary in accuracy according to
the technique used) inputs that
are not available," the Ministry
said.
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Indian students studying in
Russia were on Friday

assured there was no reason for
them to leave.  In almost sim-
ilar advisory by Russia and the
Indian Embassy in Moscow,
students were also informed
that many universities there
had switched over to the online
teaching mode.

The advisory also said the
banking services in Russia were
affected and the direct flights
between India and Russia were
also disrupted.  Given this sit-
uation, if any student wants to
leave due to these disruptions
they can do so.
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Airlines have increased their
domestic services by 10.1

per cent to 25,309 flights per
week to/from 112 airports in the
upcoming summer schedule as
compared to 22,980 last season.
The summer schedule begins on
March 27 and ends on October
29. The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) said
the summer schedule of Indian
carriers has been finalised after
a virtual meeting held last
month on airport slots. Of these
112 airports, Gondia
(Maharashtra), Ziro (Arunachal
Pradesh) and Pondicherry are
new airports proposed by
scheduled airlines.

According to DGCA,
IndiGo has increased its
domestic flights by 10.4 per
cent to 11,130 weekly services
for summer 2022 as compared

to 10,084 weekly services in the
corresponding period last year. 

The COVID-19-induced
travel restrictions have badly
affected the aviation sector in
the last 24 months. However,
with COVID-19 infections
decreasing, air travel has been
picking up in the last couple of
weeks.

The DGCA said, "It has
been observed that 25,309
departures per week have been
finalised to and from 112 air-
ports. Out of these 112 airports,
Gondia, Ziro and Puducherry
are the new airports proposed
by the scheduled airlines."

The Centre-owned
Alliance Air will be operating
17.6 per cent more weekly
domestic flights (982 flights) in
summer this year as compared
to 835 services in the corre-
sponding period last year, the
regulator noted.

The Tata Group-run
AirAsia India will operate 1,601
weekly domestic services -- a
16 per cent jump -- in summer
2022, it mentioned.  It said
SpiceJet will be operating 14.2
per cent more weekly domes-
tic services in summer 2022 as
compared to the same period
in 2021, it mentioned.

Air India, which was sold
last year to the Tata Group, has
increased its weekly domestic
services for summer this year
by 10 per cent to 2,456, it noted.

Vistara and Go First will be
increasing its weekly domestic
services by just 6.7 per cent and
1.9 per cent in summer 2022 as
compared to summer 2021, it
mentioned.  Regional carrier
FlyBig will operate 158 week-
ly domestic flights in summer
2022 as compared to 54 week-
ly services in summer 2021, it
noted. 
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The CBI has arrested an
absconding accused, Balya

Bawaria alias Ram Chander
Bawaria, resident of Dausa
(Rajasthan), for evading law
enforcement agencies since
2008 in connection with two
wildlife crime cases. The CBI
had registered two cases on June
30, 2005 on the request of
Rajasthan Government and fur-
ther notification from the Centre.
Subsequently, the CBI took over
the investigation of these cases,
earlier registered by the Forest
Department, Sariska (Rajasthan).

The first case was registered on
the allegations that in 2004, the
accused killed a tigress in the for-
est of Kali Ghati near ‘Kala
Kund’ beat Ghanka, Sariska
(Rajasthan) by using gun and
iron traps. The accused alleged-
ly took out the skin of tigress and
sold it for 
Rs 50,000.

The second case was reg-
istered on the allegations that
the accused in 2003, killed a
male panther at Kali Ka Dhaba,
Jungle of Bighauta, Alwar
(Rajasthan) by using firearm,
iron trap and its skin was sold
for Rs. 1800. Two accused were

evading their presence before
the Court of ACJM at
Jaipur.The accused were declared
as Proclaimed Offender and
non-bailable warrants (NBWs)
were issued against them in
2008. One of the accused was
arrested and convicted in 2019.
The second accused was evading
arrest.

“Due to sustained & con-
tinuous efforts, the said accused
was traced and arrested,” the
agency said. The arrested
accused was produced before
the Court of ACJM, Jaipur
and sent to Judicial 
Custody.
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The gamble of fielding sitting
MLAs by the BJP  and its

allies paid dividends as over 81
per cent of such candidates
romped home in the just con-
cluded Assembly elections in
Uttar Pradesh, clocking a total
of 273 seats.

While the BJP won 250
seats, its ally Apna Dal returned
12 and Nishad Party won 11
seats. In the last elections the
BJP-led NDA alliance had won
326 seats in the 403 member
UP Assembly.

Before the State elections
speculations were rife that the
ruling coalition could carry
out a massive reshuffle and
change anything between 150-
170 candidates. But it actually
changed 104 candidates.

"The BJP would have

changed more but after Swamy
Prasad Maurya and two other
senior ministers left the BJP and
joined the SP there was fear of
an exodus of sitting MLAs
which could sully the image of
the and this forced the party
brass to go slow on change of
candidates," a senior BJP leader
said.

"There were complaints
against several sitting  legisla-
tors that they had not worked
as per the wishes of the party
brass. Some legislators' seats
were changed but 104 candi-
dates were denied tickets," he
said. Out of the 214 sitting
MLAs who contested  elections,
170 were declared victorious. 

Among the legislators who
lost elections were nine
Ministers and senior leaders
like Sangeet Som. In 104 seats
where candidates were changed

and new faces contested the
election, 80 won with a strike
rate of 70 per cent. Among the
seats which the NDA lost in
2017, the BJP repeated candi-
dates in 16 seats and four of
them won while in 69 of those

seats the party had fielded new
candidates of which 19 won.

Among its allies, Apna Dal
fielded 17 candidates of which
12 won while Nishad Party
fielded 15 candidates and 11 of
them emerged winners. 

#56��
�	�������(7$��"8	
�,�������-������	����9$

��� � -?#0'78

The ball has been set rolling
for the formation of a new

government as Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath met Governor
Anandiben Patel and tendered
his resignation as Chief
Minister in Lucknow on Friday
evening. The Governor has
asked him to continue till the
new incumbent takes charge.

Though it is clear that Yogi
Adityanath will continue as
Chief Minister, it is a legal for-
mality for a Chief Minister to
resign once the tenure of his
government comes to an end. 

The BJP and its allies swept
the elections by winning 273 of
the 403-member Assembly.  

"A BJP legislature meeting
will be held recently in which
the leader of the party would be
selected. This would be just a
formality as it is clear that Yogi
Adityanath will be the leader of
BJP Legislature Party and
would be sworn in as next
Chief Minister," State BJP vice-
president Vijay Bahadur Pathak
said.

Before his meeting with the
Governor, Yogi held a meeting
with his Cabinet Ministers
which was also attended by two
Deputy Chief Ministers,
Keshav Prasad Maurya and
Dr Dinesh Sharma.

Incidentally, Maurya lost
the election from Sirathu to
SP's Pallavi Patel but sources
claimed that the party would
either induct him in the Union
Cabinet or give him a position
in the State Cabinet.

Sources also said that the
swearing in ceremony of the
new Chief Minister is likely to

be held after Holi. The BJP
brass has to take a call on this
and after getting the nod a date
will be finalised. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah and Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh are likely to
attend the swearing-in function
in Lucknow. Yogi also thanked
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
for his leadership and guidance,
the spokesperson said.

During the meeting, the
Cabinet passed a resolution
stressing that the people of the
state have not only expressed
confidence in the policies of the
BJP but also paved the way for
it to form the Government
once again by giving it a sweep-
ing mandate, he said.

The Samajwadi Party won
111 seats and its alliance part-
ners Suheldev Bharatiya Samaj
Party and Rashtriya Lok Dal
got six and eight seats, respec-
tively. The Congress and the
Jansatta Dal got two seats each
and the Bahujan Samaj Party
bagged one.

Uttar Pradesh Cabinet

Ministers thanked the people of
the State for their support that
led the Bharatiya Janata Party
to a resounding victory in the
just-concluded State polls.

In a resolution passed in
the meeting, Ministers said
people of the State have not
only expressed their faith in the
policies of the BJP but have also
sent out the message to other
parties that the Government
which delivers them could
return to power. "There is no
place for hollow slogans,
casteism and dynastic politics
for the party which comes to
power as its only family is peo-
ple," the resolution said.

"Yogi came to power on
March 19, 2017. By adopting
the basic mantra of 'Sabka
Saath, Sabka Vikas' in the last
five years, the Yogi
Government provided a better
environment and extended
facilities like electricity, drink-
ing water, sanitation, housing,
education, health and ration to
all beneficiaries without any
discrimination," Ministers said
in the resolution.
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Aday after the results of the
2022 UP Assembly elec-

tions were announced and
Bahujan Samaj Party came up
with its worst-ever poll perfor-
mance with a solitary seat,
party chief Mayawati blamed
the ruling BJP and even the
media charging the two of mis-
leading the public through neg-
ative campaigning.

The BSP could muster only
one seat out of the total 403
seats that went to polls. The BSP
chief alleged that the 'casteist
media' drove away Muslims
from her party and that the fear
of a 'jungle raj' in case the
Samajwadi Party returned to
power made the rest of the sup-
porters shift to the BJP. 

Addressing media persons
in Lucknow on Friday morning,
Mayawati stressed, "Negative
campaigns succeed in mislead-
ing the party's core voters that
the BSP was BJP's B-team,
while the truth is opposite.
The BJP vs BSP war was not
only political but principled and
electoral as well." 

The BSP chief further said

that one of the primary reasons
why the BJP won the election
was because people were scared
that 'jungle raj' would return if
the Samajwadi Party came to
power."BSP supporters, who
are primarily upper caste
Hindus and from several OBC
communities, had a fear that if
the SP came back to power, the
state would be thrown back to
'jungle raj' and 'goonda raj' of
the past. Hence, they voted for
the BJP," she said. 

Claiming that Muslims vot-
ers had also caused her party's
downfall, Mayawati said that in
order to defeat the BJP, Muslims
trusted the SP. "We have learnt
a harsh lesson from trusting
Muslims. If the votes of

Muslims and Dalits had com-
bined, we could have repeated
what the TMC did in West
Bengal last year, If there was a
triangular fight in the state, the
BSP would have performed
much better. The result was
opposed to the BSP's expecta-
tions," she opined.

Mayawati also urged party
workers to not feel discouraged
and promised a comeback in
future elections. She said that
the party was going through a
tough phase, just like the BJP
had undergone earlier. "We
should not be discouraged by it.
Instead, we should learn from
it, introspect and carry forward
our party movement, and come
back to power strongly," she
said. 

"Before 2017, the BJP did
not have a good stake in Uttar
Pradesh. Likewise, today, the
Congress is also undergoing the
same phase as BJP. UP election
result is a lesson for us to con-
tinue putting in efforts,"
Maywati added. In 2017, the
BSP had a vote share of more
than 22 percent and 19 seats
which has now dipped by 10
percent with just one seat.
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Unhappy with the func-
tioning of Uttar Pradesh

Congress Committee, party
workers and dissident leaders
from across the State will
march to Congress headquar-
ters in Delhi on Monday and
meet party president Sonia
Gandhi, former chief Rahul
Gandhi and general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra.

The Congressmen want to
apprise these leaders that the
party's poor poll show in Uttar
Pradesh was due to the con-
spiracy of 'betrayers who sold
tickets and were busy sidelin-
ing party loyalists'.

"We want to tell our leaders
that all was not lost and if the
right people were asked to lead
the UP unit of Congress. We
have hopes for the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections. Priyankaji has
been misled by a coterie that
does not have the Congress
DNA and has been there for
vested interests," said expelled
Congress leader Konark Dixit,
who is leading the campaign
against Priyanka's personal staff. 

Dixit said that Congress
workers who are committed to
the ideology, are worried that
the party has forfeited deposits
on 385 of the 403 seats in the
recent state elections. "If we
want to resurrect the party
before the 2024 general elec-
tions, we need to change the
system of working. We are not
rising in revolt but we need to
discuss certain issues with the
party leadership," said Dixit,
who has been running a
WhatsApp group along with
other Congress leaders to raise
their voice against UP chief
Ajay Kumar Lallu. 

They feel that Lallu was
acting at the behest of one of
the paid staff of Priyanka
Gandhi. The Congress workers
are also demanding the resig-
nation of Lallu, who was not
only defeated in the state polls
from Tumkahi Raj
(Kushianagr) but also forfeited
his deposit. 

Another dissident in the
party tweeted on Friday on
how the 380 of 400 Congress
contestants had lost their
deposits in this election. 
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Instead of introspecting the
party's pathetic performance

of bagging two seats in the
Assembly poll, UP Congress on
Friday expelled a leader who
had blamed a 'paid' team of
general secretary Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra responsible. 

On Friday, former MLA,
Shyam Kishore Shukla, in-
charge of the party's
Disciplinary Committee,
expelled Zeeshan Haider for six
years for his statement after the
poll defeat. 

Shukla termed Haider's
statement as 'derogatory' and
against the party while issuing
the expulsion order. Even as
Haider had resigned as media
convenor of Electronic and
Urdu media of UP Congress
Media Team, Shukla stripped
him of his former responsibil-
ity, again.

A day before, on Thursday,
Haider blamed one of the staff
of Priyanka Gandhi Vadra and
termed him as her 'servant' for
being responsible for the poll

debacle. 
Though Haider did not

mention any one, party sources
claimed that he referred to
Priyanka's personal secretary,
Sandeep Singh who has been
meddling in party affairs.

Earlier, in his resignation
letter to UP Congress chief
Ajay Kumar Lallu, Haider men-
tioned that he was unable to
perform hundred per cent,
and he was hence resigning
from his post. 

Though he made personal
ground in his resignation,
sources said that Haider felt
neglected especially during the
entire elections.

One condition of anonymi-
ty, a Congress spokesmen dis-
closed that Haider was con-
vener of Electronic and Urdu
Media but those heading the
UPCC media team never dis-
cussed representation of party
leaders in electronic media,or
poll advertisements in news-
papers or to electronic media. 

"It was better for Haider to
quit than to face regular humil-
iation at the hands of newbies,"
he said. 
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India's estimated cumulative
excess deaths due to Covid-

19 between January 2020 and
December 2021 were the high-
est in the world at 4.07 million,
around eight times higher than
reported, according to a new
analysis in the Lancet.

Responding to the find-
ings, the Union Health min-
istry on Friday termed the
analysis "speculative and mis-
informed" and said the authors
had themselves admitted to
several methodology flaws and
inconsistencies. The study takes
into account different method-
ologies for different countries,
the ministry said in a state-
ment. For India, for example,
data sources used by the study
appear to have been taken
from newspaper reports and
non-peer reviewed studies, it
said.

"This model uses data of all

cause excess mortality (created
by another non-peer reviewed
model) as an input and this
raises serious concerns about
the accuracy of the results of
this statistical exercise," the
ministry said. The Lancet
reported on Thursday that
excess mortality rates due to
Covid among Indian states are
not the highest in the world,
because of India's large popu-
lation, but the country account-
ed for around 22·3 per cent of
global excess deaths as of
December  31, 2021.

The paper estimates excess
mortality from the COVID-19
pandemic in 191 countries and
territories from January 1,
2020, to December 31, 2021.

Although reported
COVID-19 deaths in that peri-
od totalled 5·94 million world-
wide, the Lancet paper esti-
mates that 18·2 million people
died worldwide because of the
COVID-19 pandemic, as mea-

sured by excess mortality, over
that period. This is around
three times higher than previ-
ously estimated.

The documented deaths
due to Covid in India over that
period stood at around
4,89,000, the journal says in the
paper "Estimating excess mor-
tality due to the COVID-19
pandemic: a systematic analy-
sis of COVID-19-related mor-
tality, 2020-21".

Excess mortality measures
the additional deaths in a given
time period compared to the
number usually expected and is
not dependent on how
COVID-19 deaths are record-
ed. "For India, empirical assess-
ment of excess mortality for 12
states used data from the civil
registration system. For differ-
ent months during the first and
second waves of the COVID-19
epidemic in the 12 states in
India, total numbers of deaths
for those states during the cor-
responding months were made
available," the peer-reviewed
paper reports.

"Using the mean reported
deaths during the same periods
in years 2018 and 2019, we
were able to generate excess

mortality rates for those Indian
states after accounting for
under-registration of mortali-
ty by the civil registration sys-
tem at the state level," it notes.

"At the country level, the
highest numbers of cumulative
excess deaths due to COVID-
19 were estimated in India
(4·07 million [3·71-4·36])," the
paper says. After India, the
highest numbers of cumulative
excess deaths due to COVID-
19 were estimated in the US
(1·13 million), Russia (1·07
million), Mexico (798,000),
Brazil (792,000), Indonesia
(736,000) and Pakistan
(664,000). "These seven coun-
tries accounted for more than
half of the global excess deaths
due to COVID-19 over the 24-
month period," according to

the report.
"The full impact of the

pandemic has been much
greater than what is indicated
by reported deaths due to
COVID-19 alone," the paper,
part funded by the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation,
notes in its interpretation of the
latest findings.

"Strengthening death reg-
istration systems around the
world, long understood to be
crucial to global public health
strategy, is necessary for
improved monitoring of this
pandemic and future pan-
demics. In addition, further
research is warranted to help
distinguish the proportion of
excess mortality that was
directly caused by SARS-CoV-
2 [COVID-19] infection and

the changes in causes of death
as an indirect consequence of
the pandemic," it states. 

According to the Health
Ministry, the methodology
adopts data from newspapers at
varied intervals to extrapolate
(without any scientific basis) for
the total period under study.
"The pandemic had multiple
surges during the period and
varied trajectories across differ-
ent states (sub state level also) at
any point of time. Hence the
methodology used by this study
is less than robust," it said.

Quoting issues as sensitive
as death, that too during an
ongoing global public health
crisis like pandemic COVID-
19, should be dealt with facts
and with required sensitivity,
the ministry added. 

"This type of speculative
reporting has potential to cre-
ate panic in the community,
can misguide people and
should be avoided," it said. Last
month, too, India dismissed
previous reports of alleged
under-reporting of COVID-19
deaths in the country, with the
Health Ministry asserting that
it has a robust mechanism in
place.
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Five Indian students are still
stuck in the south

Ukrainian city of Kherson
and have urged the Centre to
evacuate them, according to
an activist  based in
Rajasthan's Bundi. 

Charmesh Sharma
claimed that the students,
who have taken refuge inside
a building amid a fierce
Russian military offensive,
got in touch with him via
WhatsApp and narrated their
plight. 

Sharma has written to the
office of the president, prime
minister and Union minister
of External Affairs, urging
them immediately take steps
to airlift the five stranded
Indian students. 

The five Indian students
who are trapped in the
Ukrainian city are Vadi Vivek
and Milan Domadiya, both
from Jamnagar in Gujarat,
Tannu and Simran Kaur from
Haryana's Rohtak and Arokia
Raj from Tamil Nadu. 

During the call, the stu-
dents said they were not in a
position to venture out of
their building due to heavy
shelling, Sharma claimed. 
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The Government of Jammu
and Kashmir will set up

palliative care and geriatric
care facilities in each of 10 dis-
tricts of Jammu region, officials
said here on Friday.

To this end, a three-day
programme was also launched
to train doctors and paramed-
ical staff, they said.  The addi-
tional chief secretary health
and medical education Vivek
Bhardwaj inaugurated the
training programme, they said.

The programme is being
conducted in collaboration
with the Indian Association of
Palliative Care(IAPC), Rohit
Lahori, the head of the pallia-
tive care unit in Jammu region,
told reporters here.

It is being conducted
under the supervision of
Sushma Bhatnagar, the head of
department of pain and pallia-
tive care, AIIMS, New Delhi, he
said. 
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Aday after the results of
Assembly elections in five

states were announced,  NCP
president Sharad Pawar on
Friday evening met his ally
and Maharashtra Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray
here. The meeting, which
came against the backdrop of
the BJP's stellar performance
in Uttar Pradesh and victories
in Uttarakhand, Manipur and
Goa, took place at `Varsha', the
official residence of the chief
minister. The Thackeray-led
Shiv Sena and Pawar's
Nationalist Congress Party
had contested the Goa assem-
bly polls in alliance but could
not win a single seat.

The Thackeray-Pawar
meeting also came after BJP
leader Devendra Fadnavis
alleged that the Sena-NCP-
Congress government in
Maharashtra was trying to
frame up BJP leaders in false
cases.
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Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
MK Stalin on Friday

expressed concern over edu-
cation continuing to remain in
the concurrent list and alleged
that the Central government
exercised its powers to "push its
regressive views in syllabus." 

Bringing education back to
the state list will serve as the
best solution for this, he said
without elaborating. 

"It's a concern that the
Centre is exercising its powers

to use education to thrust its
regressive views. Bringing edu-
cation back to the state list will
be the best solution to stop
this," the Chief Minister said
addressing the south zone vice-
chancellors' meet at Bharathiar
University, Coimbatore, virtu-
ally from here.

The vice-chancellors, the
Chief Minister said, played a
crucial role in shaping the
functioning and quality of edu-
cation. They should strive to
foster scientific temper among
the students. 

Reminding that the vice-
chancellors have a big respon-
sibility to impart education that
will equip the students for jobs,
Stalin emphasised on imparting
skill-based education and train-
ing in the curriculum. "This is
the reason why I had launched
the Naan Mudhalvan (skill
development scheme)," he said.

The Chief Minister took
pride in saying Tamil Nadu's
gross enrolment ratio in high-
er education stood at 51.4 per
cent, which is far above the
national average of 27.1 per

cent. 
"This is Tamil Nadu's

unique achievement. The GER
is almost double the national
average and in the state, we
have a student-teacher ratio of
17:1," he said. 

The Chief Minister point-
ed out that there were 1,553
colleges spread across the state.
About 52 government and pri-
vate universities have been
ranked among the top 100
varsities in the National
Institutional Ranking
Framework 2020-21.
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Arunachal Pradesh women
and child development

minister Alo Libang on Friday
told the Assembly on Friday
that a decision on granting a
one-day menstrual leave to
women would be taken in the
state after a discussion in the
matter was held with stake-
holders.

Responding to a private
member resolution moved in
the Assembly by Congress leg-
islator Ninong Ering, Libang
said her department, in coor-

dination with the health and
education officials, would dis-
cuss the matter with the
Arunachal Pradesh State
Commission for Women
(APSCW) and other organisa-
tions.

He also said that women
legislators would also be con-
sulted before a decision was
arrived at.

Ering, on his part, pointed
out that countries such as Italy
and Japan and the Indian states
of Kerala and Bihar have made
such provisions for women.

"It could be very annoying

for women to work and girls
during menstruation, espe-
cially on the first day. If they are
granted a one-day leave, they
can discharge their duties with
more dedication," Ering point-
ed out.

Referring to the assembly
poll victory of the BJP in Uttar
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Goa
and Manipur, Ering stated that
women empowerment initia-
tives played a major role in
ensuring the party's win in
these states.

In response, the minister
said that the Arunachal gov-

ernment too, provided various
facilities to the womenfolk of
the state.

"Views could be divergent
among women on the issue of
menstruation. 

Many may not want to
disclose it. We will discuss the
issue elaborately with the stake-
holders," Libang said, further
requesting Ering to withdraw
the resolution.

The Congress MLA, in
keeping with the request, with-
drew the resolution  before the
House was adjourned for the
day.
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communities, but they should
be the leader ‘of ’ and ‘for’ all
communities. The existing
trend is detrimental to the
survival of a healthy democ-
racy because politicians think
only for the next election,
whereas statesmen think for
the next generation. Thus,
there is an urgent need to
democratise the prevailing
practices of democracy.

The initiatives made by
the people of Mizoram, a tiny
State in the North-east sand-
wiched between Myanmar
and Bangladesh, in this con-
text are exemplary, laudable
and of far-reaching conse-
quences. The Mizo is a close-
knit, casteless tribal society
having immense fellow-feeling
and cooperation. Let us not
wonder as to how a small State
with nearly 14 lakh population
can offer a solution to this
cause since our civilisational
discourse teaches us ‘Let wis-
dom come from anywhere’. In
fact, Mizoram was the first
State in the country to practice
an even-and-odd number cab
system in the 1990s, which
was copied by the Delhi
Government much later.

Worried about the
unhealthy and corrupt prac-
tices prevailing in the political
landscape of the State during
electioneering, the churches of
Mizoram and NGOs, namely
the Young Mizo Association
(YMA), Mizo Hmeichhia
Insuihkhawm Pawl (MHIP,

an association of women) and
Mizo Upa Pawl (MUP, an
association of senior citizens)
entered into a dialogue in
2005 and, after several rounds
of threadbare discussions,
resolved to reform and make
it more democratic. It gave
birth to the Mizoram People’s
Forum (MPF) in 2006 for
conceptualising and imple-
menting public-driven elec-
toral reforms. The key features
of these reforms are that the
MPF members accompany
candidates and party workers
door to door to prevent the
purchase of votes and distrib-
ution of largesse. Only about
4-10 people are allowed dur-
ing the door-to-door cam-
paign, and candidates and
parties are not allowed to
organise feasts during elections
to lure voters. The MPF pro-
vides a common platform in all
localities to all candidates for
sharing their manifesto, and
the local public listens to them
and can even question them
during open sessions.
Volunteers of the MPF fix
posters and flexes of the can-
didates and parties, about four
big ones and 20 small ones, in
each locality to avoid excessive
use of election material.

The MPF volunteers, and
not party workers, help voters
to locate their rolls in the voter
list to avoid campaigns in the
neighbourhood of polling
booths and to ensure peace-
ful elections by avoiding alter-

cations. The MPF volunteers
take rounds of the localities,
especially at night during
elections, to ensure that can-
didates and parties strictly
adhere to these norms. The
names of candidates and
political parties found want-
ing in respect of these norms
are made public through the
common announcement sys-
tem owned by the YMA with
a view to defaming them and
damaging their electoral
prospects. Even written com-
plaints are launched with the
State Election Commission
against the defaulters.

These measures keep a tab
on the expenditure and keep
elections within the reach of
common man. This system
has been religiously practised
since 2006 during all parlia-
mentary, Assembly and local
body elections. Kudos to MPF
volunteers for extending self-
less service to strengthen
democratic practices in the
State. Can this experiment be
replicated, scaled up and
strengthened by NGOs and
social organisations in other
parts of the country for prac-
tising healthy democratic
norms? After all, democracy
is an organic system that can
only evolve and prosper by
reinventing it time and again.

(The author is the Vice-
Chancellor of the Central
University of Punjab,
Bathinda. The views expressed
are personal.)
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Sir — Abraham Lincoln said that democ-
racy means ‘Government of the people,
by the people and for the people’. The
Punjab poll results proved this concept
true when the AAP got a thumping
majority. India is the biggest democra-
cy and the US is the oldest, and there is
no need for an Election Commission in
the US as people follow self- discipline.
Moreover, the ingredients of a matured
democracy include no place for caste,
creed, religion, favouritism, nepotism,
corruption, and so on. Here national
issues such as employment, inflation,
health care and education take the cen-
tre-stage.

In Punjab and UP, the margins of vic-
tory are substantial and both the
Governments can easily implement their
policies, which is a happy development in
a democratic country. The results, how-
ever, are cause of concern for the SP in
Uttar Pradesh and Akali Dal in Punjab.
Finally, the common man is getting to
realise the importance of his/her vote.
These elections will have a direct impact
on the parliamentary elections in 2024.
It is in the interest of Opposition parties
to frame a strategy for putting up a tough
fight against the BJP so that there is no
TINA (there is no alternative) factor then.

Yash Pal Ralhan | Jalandhar

���	���������	����	�������������
Sir — Thousands of Indian students, who
were stuck in Ukrainian cities following
the Russian invasion there, have safely
returned home. By March 8, almost all
stranded Indians had been evacuated
from Ukraine. The last batch of the
Indians stuck in Ukraine, from Sumy, has
also been evacuated to safety in neigh-
bouring Poland, Romania and Hungary.
The return was made possible by the
timely support of the Russian and
Ukrainian Governments and we, as a
nation, are thankful to them. More
than 18,000 Indians have been brought
back by special flights as of March 9.

The number of Indians airlifted by
75 special flights totalled 15,521 while
wide-bodied IAF jets flew 12 missions

to bring back 2,467 passengers. Two
Indians, Naveen from Karnataka and
Chandran Jindal of Punjab, died in the
course of the war. While Naveen was a
victim of the shelling by the Russian
military, Jindal died due to physical
strain after suffering a stroke. Now,
however, the student returnees stare at
an uncertain future regarding their
career in India as the majority of them
cannot afford the education fee which
runs into more than �1 crore compared
to the few lakhs in Ukraine.

Bhagwan Thadani  | Mumbai
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Sir —After the dissolution of the erst-
while Soviet Union, 15 new independent
nations emerged after 1990. One of them
was Ukraine. All these 15 countries were
never traditionally part of Soviet Russia.
Rather, after the Russian Revolution
between 1920 and 1945, they were
forcibly annexed to the Union’s territo-
ry. That is, these countries were never
Russian by heart. The result was that as

soon as even a small wave of openness
started flowing across Russia, the so-
called ‘perestroika’ and ‘glasnost’ policies
became immensely popular under
Mikhail Gorbachev. These 15 provinces
thus became independent.

President Putin wants to see them
back into the Russian fold; that is why
Ukraine has been made the first target.
If it succeeds, the next target will be
Moldova. But Russia can never attack
three of these countries: Estonia, Latvia
and Lithuania because all three took Nato
membership in 2004 itself. Therefore,
Nato should without delay grant the
group’s membership to the rest of the
countries, except Belarus, so that they
can be saved from the evil eyes of Russia
and their freedom and democracy can
be protected. If that does not happen, the
dictatorial Putin will take over all of them
one by one.

Jang Bahadur Singh | Jamshedpur
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Perhaps the most influen-
tial statement about
democracy in modern
times was made by for-

mer US President Abraham
Lincoln on November 19, 1863,
when he said democracy is a
‘Government of the people, by the
people and for the people’. A
robust, zero-error, all-encom-
passing electoral mechanism is
mandatory for electing a
Government competent and
committed to practising this very
essence of democracy in a true
sense. Lincoln’s statement also
implies that any citizen from any
socio-economic spectrum, “hav-
ing skills and mindset”, has the
right to become a public repre-
sentative. Unfortunately, this is
unthinkable today. In fact, the
existing political ecosystem
demotivates and eventually
debars a common man from
becoming people’s representa-
tive. Two contributing factors to
this situation that retrograde
democracy are the soaring cost of
elections and the yardsticks used
for candidate selection.

These days, it is beyond the
reach of common man to think
of contesting even panchayat or
municipal elections on ever-
soaring cost considerations.
Additionally, the selection of
candidates is purely on the basis
of caste and community consid-
erations which demean and
devalue the essence of democra-
cy. A very dangerous trend has
emerged where only a leader
from a particular community is
believed to articulate and repre-
sent the aspirations of that com-
munity and is perceived bona fide
to become the leader of that
community. In contrast, democ-
racy demands, especially in a
diverse demographic setup like
ours, that any sincere person
skilled enough to represent peo-
ple from across communities and
faiths can become their leader.
The current situation, instead of
aggregating, is polarising com-
munities and is contrary to the
civilisation traits of an enlight-
ened society. Moreover, such
practices create caste- and com-
munity-based leadership (politi-
cians) rather than statesmen.

Of course, democracy should
facilitate leadership from all
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tions, the voters were silent and
less votes were also polled. In the
fourth assembly election the vote
percentage was 65.56 and in fifth
election it came down to 62.5.  The
voting percentage of women was
68.72 but in fifth assembly election
it came down slightly to 67.2. For
men it was 61.11 per cent in 2017
and in 2022 it increased to 62.6 per
cent. But it is also clear that the
women voted in large number for
BJP in the hills as most of the seats
went to the BJP. The win of BJP’s
Shaila Rani Rawat from Kedarnath
was also exceptional as she won
this seat despite several odds.
Most of the candidates of BJP in
hills and plain areas could retain
their seats second time due to
Modi magic. In Dehradun and
Pauri district BJP won all the
assembly seats.

Contrary to the exit poll pre-
dictions that it would be a tie
between BJP and Congress and
the independents will have a role
in government- making, the mood
of the voters proved them wrong.
The Congress candidate Harish
Rawat lost with a big margin of
votes and this defeat has put an
end not only to his political ambi-
tions and career but also on the
future of Congress. However, his
daughter Anupama Rawat won
from Haridwar seat.

The voting trend in 2022 is
indicative of the fact that though
the BJP won the majority votes it
also lost almost nine seats which
shows annoyance of the voters

towards the individual candidates.
The failure of the BJP to maintain
stability despite the huge mandate
of fifty-seven seats reflected that
the political culture of induction
of mid-terms chief ministers
(three chief ministers in a span of
four and half years) has not
changed which was not appreciat-
ed and its margin of victory came
down from fifty-seven seats to
forty-eight seats. The internal
strife, unrest and struggle for
power in the BJP which allowed
leaders like Dr. Harak Singh
Rawat, Yashpal Arya and others to
join Congress was also not cher-
ished by the voters. As these and
others leaders have been changing
their loyalties very frequently
therefore, the voters not only
rejected some of them but also
their manipulative tactics. In this
election BJP captured almost all
the seats in Garhwal Hills and only
limited seats were won by
Congress.  UKD associated with
Uttarakhand’s creation since the
1970s could not open its account,
the BSP just got only one seat and
Nirdalayee which included rebels
from BJP also got 2 seats. The
Yamunotri seat went to the BJP
rebel. BJP leaders like Chandan
Ram Das registered a win from
Bageshwar for the fourth time.
The rebel leaders of BJP who
joined Congress could not retain
their seats or the seats of their
wards like Anukirti Gusian, the
daughter-in-law of the rebel leader
Dr. Harak Singh Rawat, lost from

Lansdown seat. This clearly indi-
cated that there was no anti-
incumbency and people not only
liked Modi’s style of governance
but also voted for Modi. 

It was also a mandate for
political stability, implementing
developmental promises and per-
formance without any pressure.
Though the problems of unem-
ployment, basic facilities, migra-
tion, unproductive agriculture
still exist but the development
plans like Chardham road project,
railway projects, development of
Kedarnath Puri and vision for
future of Uttarakhand’s develop-
ment as a perfect hill state made
all the difference. 

Though there is no denying
that with a majority Government,
people’s hopes for long cherished
dreams of holistic development of
hill areas have again revived but
the loss of election by Pushkar
Singh Dhami has also raised the
issue of chief minister and pres-
sure politics. The challenge is to
work in a time bound manner to
achieve Modi’s developmental
agenda. But the big question is
whether the new Government
would be able to change
Uttarakhand’s work culture by
working compassionately for hill
areas development? Would there
be any shift or policy preferences
for hill areas. Without proactive
ministers and bureaucracy the
silent majority which voted for
Modi for another five years may
turn the tables again.
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(The writer is 
Vice-Chancellor, HNB
Garhwal University,
Srinagar, Garhwal,

Uttarakhand. The views
expressed are personal.)

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) has done a Delhi
in Punjab. It swept the

Delhi Assembly elections in
2015 winning 67 seats of the 70
seats. Cut to 2022, it won more
than 90 of 117 seats in Punjab.
In the process, it ended the
two-party (SAD and Congress)
dominance in the northern
State by emerging as the third
alternative. AAP convenor and
Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal
announced to go national,
buoyed also by two seats with
6.67 per cent vote share in Goa.
It has made an entry into
Gujarat and trying to get a
foothold in Uttarakhand and
UP. AAP’s big win in Punjab is
also an indication of India’s
changing political landscape.

With Congress having
weakened significantly, it is
the regional parties like AAP,

TMC and DMK that are halt-
ing the BJP juggernaut. Led by
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal, the 10-year-old party
is already bringing significant
change, and later this year, it
would be interesting to keep an
eye on itsvote share in Gujarat,
the home state of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. The
main challenger for the BJP is
now AAP.

Promise of better public
services, good quality schools
and hospitals, which got the
AAP two consecutive terms in
Delhi, remained the consistent
campaign theme for Kejriwal’s
party in Punjab. Caught in a
multi-cornered contest along
with Congress and the
Shiromani Akali Dal, Kejriwal
had unveiled a 10-point
‘Punjab Model’, drawn from its
model of governance in Delhi,

and assured the voters of cre-
ating a new-age, prosperous,
and forward-looking Punjab.

The emergence of AAP in
Punjab is an indication that the
people there are fed up with
the binary of the Akali Dal and
Congress that has dominated
its politics for decades, ever

since the state was formed. It
wants to give the AAP a chance
to tackle its many woes. It does
not want the elderly, do-noth-
ing, Captain Amarinder Singh
in another configuration. It
rejects the noisy, Pakistan/
Khalistan-loving Navjot Sidhu,
and the sudden emergence of
Christian-Sikh Charanjit
Singh Channi. It would not
countenance the corrupt
Badals yet again.

The AAP victory has
brought it closer to attain the
coveted status of a ‘national
party’. The criteria to become
a national party includes bag-
ging at least 6 per cent of valid
vote share in any four or more
states in Lok Sabha or state
assembly elections. Kejriwal’s
party got 54 per cent vote
share in the last Delhi assem-
bly elections. It currently has

42.01 per cent vote share in
Punjab and 6.677 per cent vote
share in Goa. In Uttarakhand,
AAP so far has 3.32 percent
vote share and just 0.34 per cent
in Uttar Pradesh. It did not
contest in Manipur. Apart from
BJP and Congress, Trinamool
Congress, CPI(M), CPI,
Bahujan Samaj Party and
Nationalist Congress Party are
the other ‘recognised’ political
parties in India.

AAP has had a roller coast-
er ride with a meteoric rise in
the 2014 parliamentary polls
but nosedived in the 2017
assembly elections. It won 20
seats with a vote share of 23.7
per cent in the last assembly
elections, but didn’t announce
a chief ministerial candidate.
The silence sparked specula-
tions that Arvind Kejriwal
wanted to become the Punjab

chief minister. However, this
time around, the party did not
repeat the mistake. It declared
its Sangrur MP, Bhagwant
Singh Mann, a popular Sikh
face in the Malwa region, as its
chief ministerial candidate.

AAP learned from its pre-
vious mistakes in Punjab when
it was hesitant to put faith in
local leaders. In 2016, it
removed its State president
Sucha Singh Chhotepur over
corruption allegations. The
party’s attempt to remote-con-
trol the state from New Delhi
failed in 2017, where it was
restricted to 20 MLAs in the
117-State assembly. AAP has
come a long way since.

The party’s splendid per-
formance is going to create rip-
ples that could lead to realign-
ments at the national level too.
Political observers see it as an

endorsement of Kejriwal as a
prospective national leader
against Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. The spectac-
ular win in Punjab could make
Kejriwal shift his focus to
Gujarat which is going for
polls later this year. AAP has
already made considerable
gains in the civic elections 
in Gandhi Nagar and Surat 
last year.

AAP, ruling in Delhi for
the past seven years, has come
with a model of governance
(Delhi Model) that encom-
passes its policies and pro-
grammes including free power
and water supply, free bus trav-
el for women and fighting cor-
ruption. Political experts feel
that AAP will make its presence
in some more states on free
water, free power and free bus
travel in the coming elections.
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(The writer is a senior 
journalist with The Pioneer.

The views expressed 
are personal.)
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7��	��6�
�7��/��� Elections in Uttarakhand have
always been a subject of intense
debate, speculation and surpris-
es. The defeat of the chief minis-

ter’s face of the two national parties
Pushkar Singh Dhami of BJP and Harish
Rawat of Congress is not only shocking
but also indicates that besides their over
confidence and working style there was
a general rejection of the voters. 

If one compares this election with the
fourth assembly election the difference
was that the fifth election was not fought
by BJP on any face but Prime Minister
Narendra Modi was the only face that
allowed a landslide victory which no exit
poll could predict. 

The 2017 election was unusual in the
history of Uttarakhand’s elections as till
then BJP or Congress could hardly man-
age to form the government without the
support of other parties because they
lacked majority votes. Moreover, before
the fourth election the margin of winning
and losing between BJP and Congress
always used to be less than 2 per cent
which drastically increased as the BJP
with a vote share of 46.5 per cent meant
a clear-cut edge over Congress whose
vote share remained 33.5 per cent only.  

Interestingly, in 2012 when Congress
secured 33.79 per cent vote it could cap-
ture only 32 seats and formed the govern-
ment with the help of PDF.  In 2007 BJP
formed the Government with a vote share
of 29.59 per cent and Congress was left
behind at 26.91 per cent. It clearly shows
that up to 2012 the difference of 2 to 3 per
cent allowed BJP or Congress to form the
government and this left scope for polit-
ical bargains with independents or other
smaller regional parties. But the fourth
election put an end to this instability by
giving a huge margin of votes for BJP. The
voters were silent but they changed the
political scenario by voting for Modi’s
developmental agenda highlighted
through Sabka Saath Sabka Vikas. 

This time BJP’s impressive win in
Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand clearly
indicates that Modi’s magic has not van-
ished and it still has great appeal to peo-
ple throughout India.  Sabka Saath Sabka
Vikas and Sabka Viswas and Sankalp Say
Siddhi Tak acted as a magic pill for the
voters.  In UP and Uttarakhand histori-
cally, the governments always changed
every five years due to anti-incumben-
cy factor but in 2022 the repetition of the
BJP Governments in both the states is
unprecedented. It indicates that there was
no anti-incumbency but pro-incum-
bency. In UP the magic of Modi and Yogi
both have lured the voters. However,
despite this,Puskar Singh Dhami failed
to bloom.. Besides, Dhami did not get
time to prove his worth as he was
inducted very recently as chief minister
and his time and energy was wasted more
in appeasing the rebels rather than con-
verting promises into actions.

In Uttarakhand’s fifth assembly elec-
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Russia widened its military
offensive in Ukraine on

Friday, striking near airports in
the west of the country for the
first time, as observers and
satellite photos indicated that
its troops, long stalled in a con-
voy outside the capital Kyiv,
were trying to maneuver to
encircle the city. 

With  the invasion now in
its third week, the U.S. And its
allies prepared to step up their
efforts to isolate and sanction
Russia by revoking its most
favoured trading status. The
move comes amid mounting
outrage after a deadly airstrike
hit a maternity hospital in the
key Ukrainian port city of
Mariupol, under an increas-
ingly constricting 10-day-old
siege. 

The new airstrikes in west-
ern Ukraine were likely a mes-
sage from Russia that no area
was safe, Western and
Ukrainian officials say Russian
forces have struggled in the face
of heavier-than-expected resis-
tance and supply and morale
problems. So far, they have
made the most advances on
cities in the south and east
while stalling in the north and
around Kyiv. 

Strikes on the western
Lutsk airfield killed two
Ukrainian servicemen and
wounded six people, according
to the head of the surrounding
Volyn region, Yuriy
Pohulyayko. In Ivano-
Frankivsk, residents were
ordered to shelters after an air
raid alert, Mayor Ruslan
Martsinkiv said. 

Russian Defense Ministry
spokesman Igor Konashenkov

said Russia used high-precision
long-range weapons Friday to
put military airfields in Lutsk
and Ivano-Frankivsk “out of
action.” He did not provide
details. 

New satellite photos,
meanwhile, appeared to show
a massive Russian convoy out-
side the Ukrainian capital had
fanned out into towns and
forests near Kyiv, with artillery
pieces raised for firing in
another potentially ominous
movement. 

The 40-mile (64-kilometer)
line of vehicles, tanks and
artillery had massed outside the
city early last week, but its
advance appeared to stall as
reports of food and fuel short-
ages circulated. U.S. Officials
said Ukrainian troops also tar-
geted the convoy with anti-tank
missiles. 

The satellite imagery, from

Maxar Technologies, showed
the 40-mile (64-kilometer) line
of vehicles, tanks and artillery
outside Kyiv had been rede-
ployed, the company said.
Armored units were seen in
towns near the Antonov
Airport north of the city. Some
vehicles moved into forests,
Maxar reported, with towed
howitzers nearby in position to
open fire. 

It appeared the convoy
forces were moving west
around the city, trying to encir-
cle it to the south, according to
Jack Watling, a research fellow
at a British defense think-tank,
the Royal United Services
Institute. “They're about half-
way around now, to be able to
close off on the south,” he told
BBC radio. 

He said they were likely
preparing for a “siege rather
than assault” on Kyiv because
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The International
Organization for Migration

says 2.5 million people have
fled Ukraine since Russia
invaded more than two weeks
ago.  

IOM spokesman Paul
Dillon said in a text message
that the figures, taken from
national governments, were
up to date through Friday
morning.

He said that more than 1.5
million refugees have gone to
neighbouring Poland and that
some 116,000 of the refugees
are “third-country nationals,”
not Ukrainians.

The U.N. High commis-
sioner for refugees, Filippo
Grandi, also gave the 2.5 mil-
lion total for refugees and said
his agency estimates that about
two million people are dis-
placed inside Ukraine as
well.Single
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Russian President Vladimir
Putin has ordered that so-

called volunteer fighters should
be brought into Ukraine. 

Defence Minister Sergei
Shoigu said Russia knew of
“more than 16,000 applica-
tions” from countries in the
Middle East, many of them
from people who he said
helped Russia against the
Islamic State group, according
to a Kremlin transcript.

They want “to take part in
what they consider a liberation
movement,” Shoigu said, on the
side of Russia-backed sepa-
ratist regions in eastern
Ukraine. Since 2015, Russian
forces have backed Syrian
President Bashar al-Assad
against various groups opposed
to his rule, including Islamic
State.

Putin told Shoigu that
Russia should help would-be
volunteers to “move to the
combat zone” and contrasted
them with what he called for-
eign “mercenaries” fighting for
Ukraine. 
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Republican US senators are
imploring the Biden

administration to reverse
course and allow the transfer of
Poland's MiG fighter jets to the
Ukrainians to fight the Russian
invasion, a sign the Defense
Department's rejection of the
offer may be running into
steep resistance on Capitol
Hill.  

Forty GOP senators signed
onto a letter from Sens. Joni
Ernst of Iowa and Mitt Romney
of Utah urging President Joe
Biden to answer the plea from
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, who
told lawmakers over the week-
end that if the US could not
help with a no-fly zone over his
skies, it could at least send more
planes for his people to defend
against the attack from 
Russia. 

Enough talk. People are
dying,” Romney said at a press
conference on Capitol Hill.
“Send them the planes they
need.” 
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of continuing low morale and
logistical problems. 

The British Ministry of
Defense said that after making
“limited progress” because of
logistical mishaps and
Ukrainian resistance, Russian
forces were trying to “re-set and
re-posture” their troops, gear-
ing up for operations against
Kyiv. Moscow also gave new
indications that it plans to
bring fighters from Syria into
the conflict. 

Russian Defense Minister
Sergei Shoigu said Russia knew
of “more than 16,000 applica-
tions” from countries in the
Middle East, many of them
from people who he said had
helped Russia against the
Islamic State group, according
to a Kremlin transcript. 

Shoigu did not specify Syria
and his numbers could not be
confirmed. But since 2015,
Russian forces have backed
Syrian President Assad against
various groups opposed to his
rule, including Islamic State. 

Responding to Shoigu,
President Vladimir Putin
approved bringing in “volun-
teer” fighters and told his
defense minister to help them
“move to the combat zone.”  

Increasing the pressure on
Moscow, the U.S. And other
nations were poised later Friday
to announce the revocation of
Russia's “most favored nation”
trade status, which would allow
higher tariffs to be imposed on
some Russian imports. Western
sanctions have already dealt a
severe blow to Russia, causing
the ruble to plunge, foreign
businesses to flee and prices to
rise sharply. 

Russian airstrikes also tar-
geted for the first time the east-
ern city of Dnipro, a major
industrial hub and Ukraine's
fourth-largest city in a strate-
gic position on the Dnieper
River. Three strikes hit early
Friday, killing at least one per-
son, according to Ukrainian
Interior Ministry adviser Anton
Heraschenko. 

The head of the Kyiv
Region administration, Oleksiy
Kuleba, said a missile hit the
town of Baryshivka, about 20
kilometers east of Kyiv's main
international Boryspil Airport.
He reported significant damage
to residences but no immedi-
ate casualty toll. 

In Syria, Russia backed the
government in imposing long,
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China's premier on Friday
called the situation in

Ukraine “grave” and offered
Beijing's help in playing a “pos-
itive role” for peace while con-
tinuing to refuse to criticise
Russia.  

Li Keqiang told reporters at
an annual news conference
that “we support and encour-
age all efforts that are con-
ducive to a peaceful settle-
ment of the 
crisis.”

“The pressing task now is
to prevent tension from esca-
lating or even getting out of

control," Li said. 
China has largely sided

with Russia in the conflict,
which it has refused to refer to
as a war or invasion. The US
accuses Beijing of helping
spread false news and disin-
formation coming out of
Moscow.
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Adrone attack on an oil
refinery in Saudi Arabia's

capital, Riyadh, started a small
fire that did not cause injuries
or affect supplies, the king-
dom's Energy Ministry said
early Friday. The statement
did not specify where the drone
strike was launched from. Later
Friday, Yemen's rebel Houthis
who have been battling a Saudi-
led coalition in their country
since 2015 claimed responsi-
bility for the drone strike.  In
a video statement, the rebels'
military spokesman, Brig. Gen.
Yehia Sarie, said Houthi forces
had targeted an Aramco facil-
ity in Riyadh in a multiple
drone attack. 
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Amir Aman Kiyaro, a free-
lance journalist accredited

to The Associated Press,
marked 100 days in detention
without charge in Ethiopia this
week, prompting the news
organisation and press freedom
advocates to reiterate their calls
to free him immediately.  

“Kiyaro has not been
charged with any crime and is
being held unjustly,” AP
Executive Editor Julie Pace
said in a statement Thursday.
The video journalist was
detained Nov. 28 in Ethiopia's
capital, Addis Ababa, under the
country's war-related state of
emergency powers. 

The state of emergency
was lifted last month, with the
government citing changing
conditions in the deadly con-
flict between Ethiopian forces
and those of the northern

Tigray region.
“As we have said, Kiyaro is

an independent journalist who
has done important work in
Ethiopia on all sides of the con-
flict. It is clear he is being tar-
geted for his journalism,” Pace
said.

Kiyaro's last court appear-
ance was Monday, when a
judge denied him bail. The
judge granted more time for the
police to investigate his case
and set March 18 as the next
court date.

Officials with the Ethiopian
Media Authority, the prime
minister's office, the foreign
ministry and other govern-
ment offices have not respond-
ed to repeated requests from
the AP for information about
Kiyaro.

State media, citing federal
police, have said he is accused
of “serving the purposes” of
what they called a terrorist

group by interviewing its offi-
cials. Local journalist Thomas
Engida was arrested at the
same time and is facing simi-
lar charges.

“They arrested my son for
doing his job, he hasn't com-
mitted any crimes,” Amir's
mother, Foziya Tewoldebirhan,
said.

Federal police inspector
Tesfaye Olani has told state
media that the journalists vio-
lated the state of emergency law
and Ethiopia's anti-terrorism
law, and the violations could
lead to sentences of seven to 15
years behind bars.

That alarms Kiyaro's wife,
Sisay Tadele, who married him
last year and is eight months
pregnant.

“Because of Amir's arrest,
both the family and Amir him-
self are going through tremen-
dous physical, emotional and
psychological pain,” she said. 

“And as a pregnant woman,
I myself am put through a hor-
rible situation. I say and also
believe my husband shouldn't
have been in jail in the first
place, let alone spend more
than 100 days away from his
family, and ask the Ethiopian
prime minister and govern-
ment for the immediate release
of my husband.” 

After three months of
arbitrary detention, “it cannot
be any clearer that authorities
have no case against Amir
Amar Kiyaro and Thomas
Engida,” Muthoki Mumo, sub-
Saharan Africa representative
with the Committee to Protect
Journalists, said. 

Terara Network editor
Temerat Negara also remains
behind bars in Ethiopia's
Oromia region and faces alle-
gations that include incitement
and defamation of officials,
Mumo said.
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North Korea has tested parts
of its biggest interconti-

nental ballistic missile in two
recent launches, the US and
South Korean militaries said, a
suggestion it is likely to fire that
weapon soon to put a spy
satellite into orbit in what
would be its most significant
provocation in years.

North Korea's neighbours
detected two ballistic launches
last week. North Korea later
said it was testing cameras and
other systems to be installed on
a spy satellite but didn't disclose
what missiles or rockets it
used. 

After analysing the launch-
es, the US and South Korean
militaries said they concluded
they involved an ICBM system
under development that North
Korea first unveiled during a

military parade in October
2020.

“The purpose of these tests,
which did not demonstrate
ICBM range, was likely to eval-
uate this new system before con-
ducting a test at full range in the
future, potentially disguised as
a space launch,” Pentagon press
secretary John Kirby said in a
statement Thursday. South
Korea's Defense Ministry
released a similar assessment
and said North Korea must
immediately stop any act that
raises tensions and regional
security concerns. 

That ICBM cited in the US
and the South Korean state-
ments is the Hwasong-17,
North Korea's biggest missile,
which could potentially fly up
to 15,000 kilometers, far
enough to strike anywhere in
the US and beyond. 

The 25-meter (82-foot)

missile, which was shown again
at a defense exhibition in North
Korea's capital, Pyongyang, last
year, has yet to be test-
launched.

North Korea has already
demonstrated the potential to
reach the US mainland with
flight tests of other ICBMs, the
Hwasong-14 and Hwasong-
15, in 2017. 

Some analysts say devel-
oping a larger missile could
mean the country is trying to
arm its long-range weapons
with multiple warheads to
overcome missile defense sys-
tems.

North Korea's two missile
launches were the latest in a
string of tests in recent months,
an apparent attempt to mod-
ernize its arsenal and apply
pressure on the Biden admin-
istration as nuclear disarma-
ment talks remain stalled. 
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Japan on Friday paid tribute
to the victims and renewed

searches for those still missing
from a massive earthquake
and tsunami 11 years ago that
also triggered a nuclear disas-
ter in Fukushima where tens of
thousands still cannot return
home. Some residents in the
tsunami-hit northern prefec-
tures of Iwate and Miyagi
walked down to the coast or
their memorable places to pray
for their loved ones who were
killed or washed away.

At 2:46 p.M., the moment
a magnitude 9.0 quake struck
on March 11, 2011, triggering
a massive tsunami, the people
observed a moment of silence. 

The earthquake and sub-
sequent tsunami that slammed
into the coastal Fukushima
Daiichi nuclear plant destroyed
its power and cooling func-

tions, triggering meltdowns in
three of its six reactors.

At a ceremony held by the
Fukushima prefecture, Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida offered
his prayer for the tsunami and
quake victims and renewed
his pledge to support the ongo-
ing reconstruction efforts in
Fukushima. “Recovery from
the nuclear disaster requires
long-term response,” he said,
pledging that the government
will provide support to improve
the living environment for
returning residents and to revi-
talise local industries. Kishida
traveled to Fukushima despite
the government's discontinua-
tion of the state ceremony after
the 10th anniversary last year.

In Natori, in the Miyagi
prefecture, residents released
colorful balloons carrying mes-
sages for their lost loved ones
after the 2:46 p.M. Moment of
silence.
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The New Hampshire House
overwhelmingly rejected a

proposal Thursday that called
for the state to secede from the
United States, although 13
lawmakers supported it.  

Under the secession pro-
posal, voters would have been
asked to amend the state con-
stitution to add that New
Hampshire “peaceably declares
independence from the United
States and immediately pro-
ceeds as a sovereign nation. All
other references to the United
States in this constitution, state
statutes and regulations are
nullified.”

Changing the New
Hampshire constitution
requires the support of three-
fifths of the Legislature to put
the question to voters, who
then must approve amend-
ments by at least a two-thirds
majority.

More than 300 lawmakers
voted against secession. But
supporters of the measure like
Matthew Santonastaso, a
Republican from Rindge,
argued it was just a matter of
time before the union collaps-
es.

“National divorce is going
to happen. It's inevitable, and
we have an opportunity to get
ahead of this,” he said.

Rep. Timothy Smith, D-
Manchester, referred to the
large portraits looming over
lawmakers in the House cham-
ber as he argued against the bill.
Voting for it, he said, would
amount to treason.

“We stand in the shadow,
literally, of Abraham Lincoln
and George Washington, and
we are considering legislation
to take a star off of that flag,”
he said. “We have legislation
now seeking to destroy the con-
stitution of the United States.
That is beyond shameful. It is
beyond disgraceful and it is a
stain on the proud history of
this state that we even have to
entertain this.”
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brutal sieges on opposition-
held cities, wreaking heavy
destruction on residential area
and causing widespread civil-
ian casualties. 

That history — along with
the ongoing siege of the Azov
Sea port of Mariupol — has

raised fears of similar blood-
shed in Ukraine. 

Russian Defense Ministry
spokesman Igor Konashenkov
said Russian-backed fighters
have advanced up to 800
meters of Mariupol from the
east, north and west, further

squeezing the city which has
the Azov Sea to its south.
Konashenkov said the advance
was being conducted by fight-
ers from the separatist-held
Donetsk region, the standard
Russian line for fighting in the
east. 
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Rising for the fourth straight
day, benchmark indices

Sensex and Nifty eked out mod-
est gains after a choppy session
on Friday amid a mixed trend in
global equities and uncertainties
on the geopolitical front. A
strengthening rupee lent further
support, though persistent for-
eign fund outflows capped the
gains. Overcoming bouts of
volatility, the 30-share BSE
Sensex settled 85.91 points or
0.15 per cent higher at 55,550.30.

Similarly, the broader NSE
Nifty gained 35.55 points or
0.21 per cent to close at
16,630.45. Pharma
counters led the Sensex gainers'
chart, with Sun Pharma spurt-
ing 3.82 per cent and Dr
Reddy's 2.07 per cent.

Other winners included
ITC, PowerGrid, Titan, Asian
Paints, Bajaj Finance and Bajaj

Finserv. In contrast, Nestle,
Maruti Suzuki, NTPC, Axis
Bank, TCS and Tata Steel were
among the laggards, shedding
as much as 1.56 per cent.

"After the strong recovery
during the week, the domestic
market trend turned cautious on
Friday, as focus shifted to next
week's upcoming issues like
inflation, BoE and US Fed pol-
icy. US CPI inflation recorded
a 40-year high due to high
gasoline, food and housing cost,
adding doubts to global trend.

"Inflation levels in India
and abroad are poised to rise
even higher in March, though
on a temporary basis, consid-
ering the impact of the Russia-
Ukraine issue," said Vinod
Nair, Head of Research at
Geojit Financial Services.

On a weekly basis, the
Sensex jumped 1,216.49 points
or 2.23 per cent, while the
Nifty advanced 385.10 or 2.37
per cent. "Equity markets gave
positive returns this week even
though uncertainties with
respect to the Russia-Ukraine
conflict continues. Equity
market gained despite FIIs
remaining net sellers of Indian
equities.

"Post correction in recent

times, market rally this week
was broad based as large cap,
mid-cap and small index post-
ed gains," said Shrikant
Chouhan, Head of Equity
Research (Retail), Kotak
Securities Ltd.  In the broader
market, the BSE smallcap index
gained 0.90 per cent and the
midcap gauge went higher by
0.45 per cent in Friday's ses-
sion. Among BSE sectoral
indices, healthcare emerged as
the biggest gainer, jumping
2.07 per cent, followed by oil &
gas, basic materials and metal.
A total of 2,076 stocks
advanced, while 1,263 declined
and 119 remained unchanged.

On the global front, Wall
Street retreated in the overnight
session after US consumer
inflation soared to a 40-year
high of 7.9 per cent in February,
raising prospects of more
aggressive monetary policy
tightening by the Federal
Reserve. Talks between the
foreign ministers of Russia and
Ukraine failed to make head-
way, which also affected mar-
ket sentiment.

Elsewhere in Asia, bours-
es in Hong Kong and Tokyo
settled lower, while Shanghai
was marginally higher.
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The rupee pared its initial
gains and settled 18 paise

lower at 76.61 (provisional)
against the US currency on
Friday amid dollar demand
from oil importers and state-
run power companies.
Persistent foreign fund out-
flows and geopolitical worries
sapped risk appetite in the
market, pushing investors
towards safe-haven assets.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the rupee
opened weak at 76.34 against
the American dollar and fell fur-
ther during the session as
investors moved away from
riskier assets. The domestic
unit oscillated between a high of
76.27 and a low of 76.72 during
the session. The rupee finally
settled at 76.61 against the dol-
lar, down 18 paise from the pre-
vious close. On Thursday, the
rupee had appreciated by 19
paise to close at 76.43.

"Rupee snapped gains
amid dollar demand from oil
importers and state-run power
companies. Dollar strength-
ening against major currencies
following stronger US eco-
nomic data also weighed on
the local unit," said Dilip
Parmar.
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Industrial production expand-
ed by 1.3 per cent in January

on an annual basis, mainly on
account of improved perfor-
mance of mining and manu-
facturing sectors, official data
showed on Friday.

The Index of Industrial
Production (IIP) had contract-
ed by 0.6 per cent in January
2021. As per the data released
by the Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation,
the growth in the mining sec-
tor was 2.8 per cent against a
contraction of 2.4 per cent in
January 2021.

The manufacturing sector
expanded by 1.1 per cent in
January, compared to a con-
traction of 0.9 per cent in the
year-ago month.

However, growth in power
generation decelerated to 0.9
per cent as against an expansion
of 5.5 per cent in January 2021.

In the April-January peri-
od of the current fiscal, the IIP

growth stood at 13.7 per cent as
against a contraction of 12 per

cent in the corresponding peri-
od of 2020-21. 
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Homeownership by working
women has gone up over

the last 2-3 years and their num-
ber as primary loan applicants
are rising, even as the overall
percentage is still very low, a top
Kotak Mahindra Bank official
has said. This trend will
strengthen their financial inde-
pendence and decision making,
the official added.

Women empowerment is
one of the top priorities of the
bank and it has been offering a
unique savings account - Kotak
Silk - to cater to the specific
needs of the women account
holders, Shanti Ekambaram
President-Consumer Banking,
Kotak Mahindra Bank (Kotak)
said.

"Today working women
are buying houses. We are see-
ing an increasing number of
working women buying homes,
and they can keep their hus-
bands or father as co-applicants,
as per their choice. I think this
has gone up significantly over
the last 2 to 3 years. 

"They are the primary
applicant for the loan. Overall,
it is still a small percentage, but

it is not just happening in
metro cities, it is happening
across the country,"
Ekambaram said.

Working women wanting
to own homes and rise in the
application is a very welcome
sign, she added.

Talking about Kotak Silk,
the official said the bank initi-
ated the programme in 2012.

"I think, women empow-
erment at work has come a
long way. At organisations,
diversity has become a very big
theme. Silk is designed to
keep women in mind. For
example, she does shopping
for the family - for groceries
and other things as top of the
list items. So, we have our
whole debit card and credit
card products around that,
discounts, offers and other
benefits," Ekambaram said.

She said the bank's whole
theme around Silk is financial
literacy, financial independence
and financial empowerment of
women. It is part of the bank's
ESG goals, as more and more
companies are adopting diver-
sity under the ESG (environ-
mental, social and governance)
mandate. 

"Lot more women are com-
ing into the workstream and
even the women who work, all
of them are not very comfortable
with finance. And we want to
spread the message of financial
literacy, which comes with finan-
cial independence. Women must
understand what to do with their
money, invest their money, save
their money," the official noted.
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American retail giant
Walmart is not keen on

opening direct-to-consumer
physical stores in India, but will
focus on growing its acquisitions
- online marketplace Flipkart
and payments major PhonePe,
a top official said on Friday.

It can be noted that the
company acquired Flipkart and
PhonePe in a USD 16 billion
deal a few years back.

"We've got an omnichannel
strategy that includes both of
those components. 

And when you have both
components, the customer
experience can be more seam-
less, and there are advantages to
being able to go to a store if you
wanted to. 

But, we're not focused on
that at the moment.

"What we're focused on is
supporting Flipkart and
PhonePe to be successful,"
Walmart chief executive Doug
McMillon said at the Global
Business Summit.

The retailer is focused on
ensuring that it is seen as a
"good partner" for the country
and has attempted to demon-
strate its culture to the govern-
ment.

Ultimately, the focus of the
leaders is also to strengthen the
country and his company would
like to contribute towards the
same goal, McMillon said.

He expressed satisfaction
with the way the Flipkart invest-
ment has turned out for
Walmart.

To a question on the com-

pany's plan to take Flipkart
public, McMillion said an initial
public offering (IPO) will be the
ultimate aim, but declined to
specify the timeline or other
details.

"from the beginning, have
felt like an IPO would be an
appropriate step at some point.
But, we want to build a really
strong foundation. 

And we want the team to
make that decision about when
they're ready," he said.

Strategic decisions like an
IPO will be taken by the local
leadership of Flipkart and
PhonePe, he said, adding that
Walmart feels its job is to pro-
vide the financial resources for
the businesses. 

Meanwhile, Brookfield
Asset Management chief exec-
utive Bruce Flatt, who spoke at
the same event, said commer-
cial real estate seems to be
looking at better days ahead as
staff at corporates are returning
to work.

He conceded that its Rs
25,000-crore deal on the tele-
com towers front took longer
than expected.

Flatt, however, added that is
the nature of large transactions
and made it clear that India is
not the only place where such
delays happen.

He said events like the
ongoing Russian invasion of
Ukraine cause uncertainty in
the markets and make people
cautious, but expressed hope
that we will get through it.
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Sitting in a plush hotel’s
20th floor, where one wall
is partially made of glass,
Nagraj Manjule has been
scripting a quiet success

story. It is reflected in the view out-
side where JCBs and cranes are lay-
ing to waste the old power centres
to establish the foundation of their
version of a shiny new India but the
sound of the frenzied activity does-
n't reach our perch. Manjule, in his
way, has been chipping away at the
film industry’s established power
centres. 

In an incongruous yellow
checked half-sleeved shirt, he looks
much at ease; his salt and pepper
beard giving him an air of solem-
nity befitting a National Award-
winning director who is just out
with Jhund starring the legendary
actor Amitabh Bachchan. The
director is about to head out for
lunch but prefers to settle down for
a chat. He specifies that he prefers
to answer the questions in Hindi
before settling in across the table. 

“When the concept came to me
and I researched it for two-three
months, met people and, then,
realised that I should do this film.
Sometimes people approach you
and ask, ‘whether you will do it’?
And the other part is, ‘if I can do
it’. I thought about it in both ways
and realised that I should do it,” he
says. Manjule then approached
Bachchan, narrated the story to
him, which he liked and agreed
to do. 

Jhund tells the story of 50-100
people who stay in slums and play
football. “When I was trying to
understand why I should do it, I
realised that it was the first time
that someone from outside had
narrated a story which was in my
heart. It seemed to be my story and,
so, I had to do it,” says Manjule. 

This naturally makes one won-
der as to how much inspiration
does Manjule draw from his life for
his films which are often about the
margins of society. “It is lived but
not exactly. I have not stayed in a
slum for so long. I grew up in a vil-
lage. But my relatives stayed in a
slum so I have seen and understood
it. The villages and towns are dif-
ferent. Despite that, wherever you
go the man-woman relationships
are the same. Earlier, I thought that
people abroad, their relationships
and their troubles would be differ-
ent but later on, I came to know
that while the approach might be
different but the relationships, the
feelings and even relationships are
the same.”

After deciding to do the film
came the task of casting. For a story
that was based on real-life, there

were three layers. “The actual peo-
ple on whom the characters are
based. Some real people played
themselves; a girl, Bobby, did that.
And then, some people were cast to
play real characters. Others are not
real but an amalgam drawing inspi-
ration from several characters. The
main lead is Babu, who is a new
character,” says Manjule and adds,
“When you make a film, it is based
on imagination. You are inspired by
real-life and, then, imagination
takes flight. I was writing these
characters and understanding
them. We went to the jhopad patti
to cast the children who stayed
there as their language, clothes and
style of living reflected the place.
The way you imagine a character
and then bring it to life is an inter-
esting project.” 

Manjule also drew upon the
talent that he had worked in the
past. Akash Thosar, the lead in
Sairat (2016), Somnath Avghade
from Fandry (2013) were cast in it.
Several were newcomers. Pitting
non-actors in a film with Bachchan
naturally would have had its pitfalls.
Manjule explains, “The challenges
are different in each. You have to
employ different tactics. One size
does not fit all. There are all kinds
of weapons that you have to have
(laughs). If there is a small child,
the manner would be different.
With Bachchan sir, the way would
be different. In the end, you have
to get the work done.” 

While his previous films were
in Marathi, Jhund has been made
in Hindi. Manjule feels, “I could
have been asked the question about
a switch if I went from making
films to selling something. Only the
language has changed. A film is a
language in itself.”

Film after film what has set
Manjule’s work apart is that rather
than a glamourised version of life,
these are about the neglected ‘oth-
ers’. He uses metaphors to explain,
“Often, when people are coming
home and there is garbage at home
we hide it in the corner. Anything
that is broken or damaged, we don’t
display it. Whenever a politician is
passing through a way, that road is
cleared. We are like that and so is
the society.” So, Manjule, an avid
film watcher before he became a
director could not find any charac-
ters that reflected him in any way,
whether it was by name or appear-
ance. “There was a villain called
Nagraj at the most. Never a hero.
Nor anyone who looked like me. I
wanted to say that I too
exist...When I started making films,
I wondered what should be done
about this. If I am standing and
others are sitting, what about me.

That holds for everyone. Whether
it is the backward, women... all of
them are in the same situation but
they differentiate. A woman looks
at other women differently. Dalit
women are considered separate

from upper caste ones. We are
experts in creating divisions,” he
says quietly.

The best part, of course, was
that while doing that Manjule hit
the jackpot with Sairat which was

made on a budget of �4 crore and
earned a total of �110 crore to
become the highest-grossing
Marathi film to date. The film was
remade in several Indian languages
including Punjabi, Kannada, Odia,

Bengali and Hindi (Dhadak) none
of which matched the success of the
original. “Every film has an inten-
tion. If that blurs, the film goes on
a different tangent. Sairat was my
film but the remake was not so I
cannot speak about that. No one
makes a flop. If the intention is to
ensure that it is a hit, that would not
have been the doing of the maker.
I wanted to tell a story, not ensure
that it was a hit. We should look at
the details of why it was a hit.
Sometimes the original was not
such a big but the remake is... that
too might have happened and we
should look at that too,” says
Manjule who has two Marathi
films lined up which he has pro-
duced and acted in and one, which,
he has written. 

Another trend that has also
been noticed alongside is that
Hindi cinema is no longer seen as
a representative of Indian cinema.
“This is happening slowly and if
this is your reaction as well. The
world is changing and things will
transform,” he says.

Partially the change is also
being witnessed in the stories being
told. “New makers are coming in.
When you do not have diversity in
anything, it will die. This is what
nature also says. It is good that var-
ied content, experiences, stories,
characters, landscapes are coming
up. If only people from town make
films, the villages would disappear
from view. If men make films, they
would not put forth the viewpoint
of women even if they are empa-
thetic because they do not have
first-hand experience.

OTT has given many people a
platform to put forth their voices.
Manjule points out, “We can say
that there has been an improve-
ment because a new platform gives
you a new option and a new com-
fort zone. If you think that you do
not have a budget or wonder if a
particular topic would have viabil-
ity or not, it might work on OTT.
It has given new options and new
opportunities. It is a new world. A
lot will happen and it will change
the big screen as well. However, the
theatres will remain. Questions
have always been raised if the big
screen will remain even when
cable TV appeared on the scene.
but it did, even if it changed.
Theatre has a different flavour.” 

However, the coming of OTT
has also led to a shift in the man-
ner in which content is viewed.
“OTT is like a shopping mall, you
can look for any kind. There are
films from not just all over India
but all over the world,” Manjule
says and adds, “Post lockdown, we
have to tell people that Jhund has

been released in the theatre. People
are not going to the theatre
because they are no longer used to
it.” Despite the change, Manjule is
hopeful. He says, “People will
return to theatre as it has a differ-
ent flavour. Even if you have a the-
atre at home, watching a film
alone is a different experience as
compared with watching it as a
part of a group. There are some
films you can watch alone on the
laptop. But films are best enjoyed
on the big screen, with a proper
sound system to experience it in its
entirety. It leaves a different kind
of impact.”

While the films that he makes
do leave an impact, Manjule’s jour-
ney too is worthy of making it to
the silver screen. “I came to the
industry accidentally. I had no
plans of making films. I was won-
dering what to do for a livelihood.
I got admission into Mass Comm
accidentally and made a short
film. Initially, no one liked it much
but later it won the Best Director
and Best Child Actor at National
Awards. I was heartened and peo-
ple also became slightly more con-
fident about my abilities.” Then, he
wrote Fandry in 30-40 days in one
draft and narrated it. People liked
it and this too got several nation-
al and international awards. This
continued for some time. After this
he made Sairat and the rest is his-
tory. “Earlier, I wrote poetry and
I found films to be a new medium
to express myself. I had never given
it a thought and things just hap-
pened,” he says and narrates that
he had worked at several places
before. “I was admitted into the
police force after X and worked
there for 13 days. I left it and went
back to studies,” says Manjule. He
also worked in an ironing shop,
then as a watchman in a telephone
booth and a store but could not
understand what he wanted to do. 

However, he is thankful for the
lessons that life taught him along
the way. The problems that he
faced taught him a lot, he believes.
“Nothing goes to waste. Every
problem teaches you something. It
is not essential that only the posi-
tive things teach you something. On
the other hand, whatever I studied
in school, very little of it has proved
to be of any use. The only thing that
is of use is the stories in literature
by Premchand, Rabindranath
Tagore, Sarat Chandra
Chattopadhyay and others which
gave me a lot of hope and intelli-
gence,” says Manjule, signing off. 

And these aid in chipping
away bit by bit the established
structures of the industry one film
at a time.

Bollywood actor Bhumi
Pednekar has transformed
herself and become the char-

acter that she was entrusted with
in every film. She wants to contin-
ue startling audiences and fans
with her choice of roles in her next
slate of films. 

Bhumi’s mighty slate of films
includes Anubhav Sinha’s Bheed,
Ajay Bahl’s The Ladykiller,
Shashank Khaitan’s Govinda Aala
Re, Akshay Kumar starrer Raksha
Bandhan, Sudhir Mishra’s Afwaa
and Gauri Khan produced
Bhakshak and a couple of yet
unannounced projects. 

Bhumi says, “Every part that
I play comes with a varied set of

challenges. Most of the women
that I have played have been very
away from the person I am, the
family that I am born into and the
privileges that I have as Bhumi. So,
I feel for starters, just adapting to
the life that they have lived will
always be an eye-opening experi-
ence for me. These characters have
taught me a lot and I want more
such characters to constantly keep
teaching me various life lessons
through the course of my career.”

Bhumi, who is currently on a
big high after her recently released
film Badhaai Do was appreciated
for its subject that celebrated
inclusivity of the LGBTQIA+
community, adds, “Obviously, the

idea is to constantly reinvent
myself in my upcoming slate of
films. This can be a very big chal-
lenge and I try my level best to do
that to the best of my capability
with every role.”

She adds, “So, be it my first
film with DLKH where I was bat-
tling my weight issues or until my
last release Badhaai Do where I
was playing a queer Indian girl, I
feel just the social biases that every
role comes with, you understand
how privileged you are and the
idea is to empower as many peo-
ple as you can  through these
parts. The challenges holistically
are pretty much the same. It is all
about learning and unlearning.”
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Barcelona stumbled to a
goalless draw with

Galatasaray in their Europa
League last-16 first leg at the
Camp Nou on Thursday,
while Rangers cruised into a
3-0 lead in their tie against
Red Star Belgrade.

Xavi Hernandez's Barca,
playing in Europe's second-
tier competition for the first
time since 2004, dominated
for long periods.

But it was their Turkish
visitors who almost grabbed a
lead ahead of the return game
in Istanbul next week, with
Bafetimbi Gomis only denied
a winner by a VAR review for
offside.

Memphis Depay, making
his first start since December,
forced Galatasaray goalkeep-
er Inaki Pena into two good
first-half saves.

Jordi Alba, Ousmane
Dembele, and Frenkie de Jong
all went close in the second
period for Barcelona, but the
hosts could not find a break-
through.

Xavi's side are still unbeat-
en in 90 minutes since defeat
by Bayern Munich in their
f inal Champions League
group game last year.

But the Catalan giants
will likely have to find a vic-
tory next Thursday to extend
their bid to win this competi-
tion for the first time.

Rangers took a big step
towards reaching the quarter-
finals for the first time since
losing the 2008 UEFA Cup
final to Zenit Saint Petersburg.

Giovanni van
Bronckhorst's men backed up
their stunning win over
Borussia Dortmund in the
play-off round with another
dominant first-leg perfor-

mance against Red Star at
Ibrox.

James Tavernier's penalty
and Alfredo Morelos' 28th
career goal in the tourna-
ment put the home side in
command.

Visiting midfielder
Aleksandar Katai, who had
earlier seen two goals disal-
lowed, then had a penalty
saved by Rangers goalkeeper
Allan McGregor.

The Scottish champions
took full advantage, with Leon
Balogun adding a third six
minutes after the break to put
the Glasgow giants in total
control heading into the sec-
ond leg.

Atalanta will take a lead to
Germany next week after Luis
Muriel scored twice in a 3-2
win over Bayer Leverkusen in
Bergamo.

Leverkusen winger
Moussa Diaby's 63rd-minute
strike, his eighth goal in seven
games, kept the tie on a knife-
edge.

Elsewhere, Abel Ruiz
scored in the first minute as
Braga beat Monaco 2-0 in
Portugal, while Munir El

Haddadi gave Sevilla a 1-0
home win over West Ham in
the early kick-off.

There were goals galore in
the third-tier Europa
Conference League, with PSV
Eindhoven and FC
Copenhagen playing out a
remarkable 4-4 draw.

The Danish visitors led 3-
1 and 4-3 at the Philips
Stadion, but Eran Zahavi
grabbed an equaliser with five
minutes remaining for PSV
after Cody Gakpo had scored
twice and missed a spot-kick.

Leicester saw off French
side Rennes 2-0 at the King
Power Stadium as Kelechi
Iheanacho's injury-time effort
added to Marc Albrighton's
opener on the half-hour mark.

Jose Mourinho's Roma
claimed a 1-0 win at Vitesse
Arnhem and Marseille con-
ceded a late goal in a 2-1 suc-
cess against FC Basel at the
Stade Velodrome.

Feyenoord romped to a 5-
2 thrashing of Partizan
Belgrade in Serbia in a bad
night for the country's capital
clubs, and Slavia Prague saw
off LASK Linz 4-1.
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Chelsea showed they can cope amid
the Roman Abramovich turmoil as

they won 3-1 against Norwich just
hours after their Russian owner was
sanctioned by the British Government,
while Leeds plunged deeper into rele-
gation trouble on Thursday.

Thomas Tuchel's side arrived at
Carrow Road rocked by the revelation
that Abramovich is one of seven oli-
garchs hit by sanctions following
Russia's invasion of Ukraine.

All seven are described as part of
Russian President Vladimir Putin's
inner circle, with Abramovich's UK
assets frozen and tough restrictions
placed on Chelsea, who are currently
unable to sign new players, renew con-
tracts or sell match tickets.

But if Chelsea's future is clouded in
uncertainty, they remain a formidable
force on the pitch and goals from
Trevoh Chalobah, Mason Mount and
Kai Havertz lifted the mood on the
117th anniversary of the club's forma-
tion.

Third placed Chelsea have won
nine of their last 10 games in all com-
petitions and sit nine points clear of fifth
placed Manchester United in the race
to qualify for the Champions League via
a top four finish.

Chelsea's main shirt sponsor,
mobile phone company Three, had
responded to the sanctions by tem-
porarily suspending their deal and

asking for their logo to be removed from
the team's shirts.

But Chelsea took to the pitch still
wearing their blue home kit featuring
the Three branding.

Despite the damage caused by their
owner's alleged links to Putin, Chelsea's
travelling fans were quick to salute
Abramovich as they loudly chanted his
name before the Blues took a third
minute lead.

Mount's corner reached Chalobah
and the defender headed into the bot-
tom corner. Chelsea could not have
hand-picked a better opponent than

bottom of the table Norwich to prove
they can still function regardless of the
sanctions.

In the 14th minute, Havertz teed up
Mount in the Norwich area and the
midfielder smashed a superb strike into
the top corner.

Norwich's Teemu Pukki scored a
69th minute penalty after Chalobah
blocked Pierre Lees-Melou's cross with
his arm, but Havertz bagged Chelsea's
third with a side-foot finish in stoppage-
time. Leeds remain in severe danger of
relegation after a 3-0 defeat against
Aston Villa at Elland Road.

Jesse Marsch's maiden home game
in charge was another letdown after
defeat at Leicester last weekend in his
first game since replacing Marcelo
Bielsa.

Leeds have lost six successive league
games and lie only two points above the
relegation zone, having played two
more matches than third bottom
Burnley.

Villa went ahead in the 22nd
minute as Philippe Coutinho scored his
fourth goal since joining on loan from
Barcelona.

Matty Cash struck in the 65th
minute and Calum Chambers wrapped
up the points eight minutes later.

Newcastle moved another step clos-
er to survival with a 2-1 win at
Southampton that extended their
unbeaten league run to nine games.

Southampton went in front through
Stuart Armstrong in the 25th minute.

New Zealand striker Chris Wood
headed Newcastle's equaliser in the
32nd minute with his first goal since
signing from Burnley in January.

Newcastle midfielder Bruno
Guimaraes marked his first start since
his move from Lyon with a sumptuous
back-heeled finish in the 52nd minute,
lifting Eddie Howe's side eight points
clear of the relegation zone.

Wolves crushed second bottom
Watford 4-0 with goals from Raul
Jimenez, Daniel Podence and Ruben
Neves, as well as a Cucho Hernandez
own goal.

Bruno Lage's side ended a run of
three successive defeats to leave Watford
three points from safety after a fifth loss
in their last seven matches.
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French striker Kylian Mbappe insist-
ed Paris Saint-Germain players

would "remain united and determined
until the final match of the season"
despite another disappointing
Champions League elimination.

For the fourth time in six seasons
PSG crashed out in the last 16, self-
destructing to 13-time European cham-
pions Real Madrid on Wednesday in
Spain.

PSG were cruising at 2-0 up on
aggregate after Mbappe's 39th-minute
strike, the World Cup-winner having
also scored the only goal in the first leg.

For an hour the Paris club looked
assured of a last-eight berth, but Karim
Benzema turned the tie on its head with
three goals in 17 minutes as Real swept
to a 3-1 win and 3-2 aggregate triumph.

"Difficult time. The Champions
League was a big goal for us, but we
failed," wrote the 23-year-old Mbappe
on Instagram.

The Champions League has been
the main objective coveted by the
club's Qatari owners since buying the
club in 2011.

And this season, yet another failure
in the elite European competition fol-
lows those in the Champions Trophy
and the French Cup.

The club have now only Ligue 1 to
play for, and their 13-point lead on sec-
ond-placed Nice makes them almost
impossible to catch.

"The season is not over and what-
ever happens we will remain united and
determined until the last match of the
season," added Mbappe.

"Thank you to the fans who support
us and who made the trip."
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India will field shot putter
Tajinderpal Singh Toor, long

jumper M Sreeshankar and
sprinter Dutee Chand in the
World Athletics Indoor
Championships to be held in
Belgrade, Serbia from March
18 to 20. Athletics Federation
of India President Adille
Sumariwalla said Toor and
Sreeshankar got entries on
the basis of their rankings,
while Dutee was extended an
invitation by World Athletics
to run in the women's 60m
event.

"Sreeshankar is ranked
14th and Tajinderpal Singh
Toor 18th on the Road to
Belgrade 2022 lists," said
Sumariwalla, who is also the
jury member of the champi-
onships. "We have seen them
both show good early season
form in the National Open

Jumps and National Open
Throws Competitions respec-
tively and are looking for-
ward to them giving off their
best in the World Indoor
Championships. Dutee Chand
has been invited by World
Athletics to participate in the
60m event," he said.

All the three Indian ath-

letes will be seen in action on
March 18. Dutee will be the
first one in action in 60m
heats.  Later that day,
Sreeshankar will be among
the competitors in the long
jump final.

Toor will be in action in
the shot put final late on
March 19 evening.
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The Indian women's hockey team
would look to return to winning ways

against a higher-ranked but out-of-
touch Germany in the two-legged tie of
the FIH Pro League, starting with the first
match here on Saturday.

Playing their debut season in the Pro
League, the Indian women made a fine
start to their campaign, beating China 7-
1 and 2-1 in their opening two games in
Muscat.

The Indians, ranked ninth in the
world, then defeated world number 6
Spain 2-1 at home before slumping to a
3-4 defeat in the return leg last month.

But despite the loss, the Indian
women are well placed in the FIH Pro
League standings as they are currently at
the third position with nine points from
four games, which includes three wins
and a loss. And come Saturday, India
skipper Savita, who is leading the side in
place of an injured Rani Rampal, would
be hoping for an improved show from her
team at the Kalinga Stadium.

Having registered three consecutive

wins, the Indian women were on course
to continue their unbeaten run before
they conceded a late goal to lose to Spain
in their last FIH Pro League match.

Going by momentum, India will have
an edge over world number 5 Germany
on Saturday.

Savita said it's important to enter the

match against Germany with a positive
mindset.

"Since we have started playing against
stronger teams, we have learned the
importance of mental strength. It is a skill
as important as your skills with a hock-
ey stick. How we adapt to pressure situ-
ations can determine the results," she said

in a virtual press conference.
"We are happy to be given opportu-

nities to face off against a strong team
such as Germany and we hope we can
showcase the strengths that we have
worked on in the training."

Savita conceded that India made a
few mistakes in the second match against
Spain which the hosts lost 3-4.

"We have worked on those errors. We
know Germany have a very strong
defence, so we have planned how we can
create attacking opportunities. Our
strength has always been attacking hock-
ey -- so we worked a lot on taking penal-
ty corners and defending penalty cor-
ners," Savita said.

Vice-captain Deep Grace Ekka said
the Indian players are as fit as any oppo-
nent in the world.

The Germans will be a bit rusty com-
ing into the tie against India after mak-
ing a return to the FIH Pro League after
October last year.

Germany have played only two
games in the competition so far but lost
both the contests against Belgium 0-1 and
1-3.
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Naomi Osaka made a win-
ning return to the BNP

Paribas Open, rallying to beat
Sloane Stephens 3-6, 6-1, 6-2
in a first-round meeting of
former major champions.

Trailing 2-0 in the third
set, Osaka fought off three
break points to hold and begin
a run of six straight games to
close out the match in just
under two hours. She broke
Stephens three times in the
set, including at love in the
sixth game. "That was a real-
ly good test for me," Osaka

said. Cold winds blowing
from 20 to 30 mph sent debris
swirling around the court.

"I felt like I was fighting
for my life. I was fighting
against her, I was fighting
against the wind. It was crazy,"
Osaka said.

"I'm really proud with
how I handled it."

Osaka, the 2018 winner at
Indian Wells, is back in the
desert for the first time since
2019. The Japanese star hasn't
played a tournament since
January when she lost in the
round of 32 at the Australian
Open. Only having played a

handful of events last year, her
ranking has dropped to 78th
in the world.

"I keep taking these long
breaks," she said.

"I do need to play a lot
more matches and I do need
to give myself the opportuni-
ty to get more into the swing
of things."

Osaka has said she has
faced bouts of depression
since winning the U.S. Open
in 2018. The four-time major
champion withdrew from the
French Open last year to pre-
serve her mental health.

Stephens, the 2017 U.S.
Open winner, lost for the first
time in three career meetings
with Osaka. The American's
ranking has dropped to 38th,
although she was coming off
a win in the tournament at
Guadalajara, Mexico, last
month. Other first-round
winners were Yulia Putintseva
of Kazakhstan, Daria Saville
and Tereza Martincova.

In men's f irst-round
matches,  Americans
Mackenzie McDonald, Jenson
Brooksby, Jack Sock and J.J.
Wolf all won.

Christopher Eubanks
saved three match points in
outlasting Maxime Cressy 5-
7, 7-6 (8), 6-4 in an all-
American matchup. Nick
Kyrgios, who received a wild
card, beat Sebastian Baez 
6-4, 6-0.
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World Championships bronze
medallist Lakshya Sen progressed

to the semifinals but fellow Indian
Kidambi Srikanth suffered a straight-
game loss to Olympic champion Viktor
Axelsen to bow out of the German Open
Super 300 tournament here on Friday.
The 20-year-old Sen, who had claimed
his maiden Super 500 title at the India
Open in January, continued his rich vein
of form as he saw off former top 10 play-
er HS Prannoy 21-15 21-16 in an all-
Indian quarterfinals that lasted 39 min-
utes. The world number 14 had defeat-

ed Prannoy, currently ranked 24th, at the
quarterfinals of India Open as well. Sen
will now face top seed and former world
champion Viktor Axelsen of Denmark
in the semifinals on Saturday.

World number 1 Axelsen proved a
tough customer for Srikanth as he went
down 10-21 21-23 in 35 minutes.

It was the Indian's sixth defeat on the
trot to Axelsen, whom he had beaten
thrice in the past, including en route to
his 2017 Denmark Open title in Odense.
Srikanth, who was playing his first event
since recovering from COVID-19 that
forced him out of the India Open,
looked clueless against Axelsen in the
initial moments of the match as the

Dane galloped to a 17-4 lead. Srikanth
reeled off four points on the trot, before
reaching double figures with two more

points but it was not enough to stop a
marauding Axelsen to pocket the open-
ing game.

Srikanth produced a better display
after the change of sides, opening up a
3-0 lead but in a jiffy it was 4-4.

The duo continued to fight it out,
moving to 12-12. Srikanth then grabbed
a three-point advantage only to squan-
der it as Axelsen nosed ahead at the final
moments. India's hopes now rests on the
young shoulders of Sen, who had
stunned fourth seeded Indonesian
Anthony Sinisuka Ginting 21-7 21-9 in
a second-round match on Thursday and
carried his momentum in the quarter-
finals against Prannoy.
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Veteran batter Ross Taylor will
turn out for the New Zealand

XI against Netherlands in
Napier next week to get

some game-time before
he bids farewell to
international cricket
in his final ODI
series later this
month.

Paul Wiseman
will lead the
coaching staff
and will be sup-
ported by

Auckland pace
bowling coach

Azhar Abbas and for-
mer BLACKCAPS

wicket-keeper BJ
Watling.

Watling has been
working in the ND coach-
ing network for the past
couple of seasons and was
head coach for ND A this
season.

Taylor was ruled out of the
Plunket Shield match on Friday for
the Central Stags for being a
COVID-19 'household contact'.
The 38-year-old will turn out
against the touring Dutch at
McLean Park in the second one-
day warm-up match on March 19
as well as the one off T20 on
March 21.

"I'm looking forward to getting
down to Napier and playing on
one of my favourite grounds in
McLean Park," Taylor said.

"It's a great opportunity to get
some time in the middle after
missing the latest round of the
Plunket Shield and it will also be
useful to have a look at the tour-
ing team ahead of the ODI series.

"I'm looking forward to shar-
ing the dressing room with some
new and younger faces who I hope
I can help by passing on some
knowledge," he added.

The New Zealand XI face
Netherlands behind closed doors
in two one-day matches at Napier
on March 17 and 19 followed by
a one-off T20 on March 21.

The BLACKCAPS then take
on the Netherlands in a T20I on
March 25 at McLean Park followed
by three ODIs, at Mount
Maunganui's Bay Oval on March
29 and Hamilton's Seddon Park on
April 2 and 4.

"The Netherlands are an ever
improving side and they'll be rel-
ishing the chance to take on a Test
playing nation," Taylor said.

"They have a few familiar
players from the New Zealand
domestic scene who I'm sure will
be valuable to them in terms of
understanding the conditions We
know they'll play with plenty of
pride and expect them to be a
good challenge," he added.
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Rajasthan Royals have
announced two additions

to their coaching staff ahead of
the much anticipated IPL 2022
season. The franchise has wel-
comed Sri Lankan legend
Lasith Malinga as their new fast
bowling coach and has also
onboarded Paddy Upton in a
new role of Team Catalyst.

The 38-year-old T20 World
Cup-winning captain Malinga,
who led his country to the 2014
ICC T20 World Cup trophy,
will be working during the
upcoming season with the tal-
ented group of pacers present
within the Royals' set-up.
Renowned as one of the best
limited overs bowlers ever,
Malinga will oversee the prepa-
ration of bowling strategies in
the build-up and during the
season, while also accelerating
the development of the young
bowlers by imparting his

knowledge and expertise of
T20 cricket.

During a career that
spanned over 17 years, the
right-arm fast bowler repre-
sented Sri Lanka in 340 match-
es across the three formats
and picked up 546 wickets. In
the Indian Premier League, he
only represented one team -
Mumbai Indians - for whom he
grabbed 170 scalps in 122
matches. 
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Australia captain Pat Cummins announced the
playing XI for the second Test, and also con-

firmed that leg-spinner Mitchell Swepson will make
his long-awaited Test debut against Pakistan on
Saturday.

Swepson first toured with Australia's Test
team five years ago, now he has been included to
partner Nathan Lyon on a pitch that is expected to
aid spinners.

Swepson will replace seamer Josh Hazlewood,
who has been left out of the team after playing just
one Test into his comeback from his strained Ashes
campaign.

Speaking on Swepson's inclusion captain
Cummins said that the leg-spinner is "pumped"
to be part of the playing XI in the second
Test against Pakistan and he is absolute-
ly ready.

"He's pumped and to be honest,
we're all pumped for Swepo," said Pat
Cummins as stated by ICC.

"It's been a long time running
drinks over the last couple of years,
but he is absolutely ready. He has
been a huge part of the squad,
even though he hasn't been
playing. So we're really
excited to see him get a
chance," he added.

The first Test ended
in a draw with both the
teams getting four
points each in the ICC
World Test
Championship table.

Australia XI:
David Warner,
Usman Khawaja,
M a r n u s
L a b u s c h a g n e ,
Steve Smith, Travis
Head, Cameron
Green, Alex
Carey, Mitchell
Starc, Pat Cummins
(c), Nathan Lyon,
Mitchell Swepson.
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Chasing an elusive interna-
tional hundred for 28
months now, Virat Kohli

would hope for a turnaround at
his 'spiritual home' when India
take on an under-prepared and
injury-hit Sri Lanka in the sec-
ond Test, with the action
unfolding under flood lights,
here from Saturday.

Interestingly, the last time
Kohli reached a three-figure
mark, it was a 'Pink Ball' game
in which India thrashed
Bangladesh by an innings and
46 runs in Kolkata, back in
November 2019. He had scored
136 back then.

The former India skipper
has taken strike in 28 innings
since then but a Test hundred
has remained elusive. The 33-
year-old has got a 50-plus score
only six times with highest
being a knock of 79 against
South Africa in Cape Town in
January this year.

Now he is returning to the
M Chinnaswamy stadium, a
venue which he knows like the
back of his palm as he has led
his IPL side Royal Challengers
Bangalore here (RCB) for a
decade. That comforting famil-
iarity with the conditions may
also help.

KOHLI VS TOUGH TIMES
A colossus that he has

developed into in world crick-
et, expectations are always high
from the star Indian cricketer,
who is perhaps enduring the
most challenging phase of his
career and not just in pure
cricketing terms.

Kohli's run-in with the
establishment and the subse-
quent removal from the leader-
ship role in ODIs may have
added pressure but he can
breath easy since in Sri Lanka

he faces a bowling attack, which
hardly has the wherewithal to
trouble the Indian batters in
their own den.

Kohli had got a start even
in the Mohali Test but could not
make full use of that. It's not
that he is not batting well. He
is still striking the ball with ease
and that trademark fluency is
also there but lapse of concen-
tration at times is becoming his
undoing.

Fatigue that creeps in with
a punishing schedule and age
could be factors and the lack of
confidence due to noise sur-
rounding him outside the crick-
et grounds is also something
which is perhaps affecting his
batting.

Batting against a below-
average Sri Lankan attack in a
comparatively small ground is
actually a perfect opportunity to
come out of the lean patch in-
front of capacity crowd that has

always egged him on.

TEAM COMBINATION
Since it is a pink ball con-

test, either a fit-again spin all-
rounder Axar Patel or pacer
Mohammed Siraj could replace
Jayant Yadav in the playing XI
because both have the ability to
cause more damage in a
Day/Night game.

Jayant did not do anything
special in Mohali. Even when
the Sri Lankans were struggling,
he went wicket-less in his 17
overs across the two innings.

Axar, in his last Pink ball
Test, had wreaked havoc with
his under cutters in
Ahmedabad against England,
taking 11 wickets in that con-
test.

He even opened the attack
in the second England innings.

However, if grass is left on
the pitch then Siraj would be a
better option for skipper Rohit

Sharma.
Any more change to the

playing XI is unlikely even
though it will be interesting to
see if Hanuma
Vihari is given
another chance to
bat at number
three. Rohit had
said that it is not cer-
tain that the slot
would remain with
Vihari.

SRI LANKA'S
STRUGGLE

Their resources
already not good
enough to challenge
the talent in the
Indian squad, Sri
Lankans will be without
pacer Lahiru Kumara,
who has been ruled out
due to a hamstring injury.

But since pacer
Dushmantha Chameera

has also been ruled out due to
an ankle injury, Chamika
Karunaratne will replace him in
the visiting playing XI.

Dinesh Chandimal is also
likely to play as Pathum
Nissanka, who was a better per-
former last game, is also out due
to an injury.

Skipper Dimuth
Karunaratne will have to lead

from the front
and produce
something
out of the

ordinary to
ensure that they

do not meet the same
fate as that in the series-
opener. He had got
starts in both innings
but could not convert.

Also, veterans
like Angelo
Mathews have to
show a bit more
stomach for fight.

While the bat-
ters, at least found
runs, intermittently,
the Lankan bowlers
cut a sorry figure.

Pacer Suranga Lakmal,
playing his last series, was the
only one  among the six
bowlers, who managed an
economy of under-4 runs.
Others were pretty expensive
with every Indian batter going
after them, especially Rishabh
Pant (96) and Ravindra Jadeja
(175).

LAST HOME TEST IN 2022
It will be the last Test match

on home soil for team India in
2022. There are seven more
Tests in the current WTC cycle
after the Lankan series. The
team will travel to Bangladesh
for a two-match series and
then Australia will arrive for a
four-Test rubber in 2023.

The one Test of the last
year's England tour is still to be
played away. India need to win
all these matches, if the team
has to qualify for the WTC
final.

For both Sri Lanka and
India, it will be their fourth
Day-Night Test and both share
similar record of two wins and
a defeat each.
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India vice-captain Jasprit
Bumrah feels that cricketers

need to make a few "mental
adjustments" going into a
'Pink Ball' Test but defining
one set parameter for that is
not possible since all three
day-night games they have
played in the past were in var-
ied conditions.

India are gearing up for
their fourth day-night Test
against Sri Lanka, having
played against Bangladesh
on a seaming Eden Gardens
track, versus Australia on a
bouncy Adelaide Oval surface
and with England on a
Motera rank turner.       

Bumrah said they are
still learning how to approach
pink ball games.

"As professional crick-
eters, we need to adjust as
quickly as possible. The pink
ball looks different while
fielding. It comes earlier (trav-
els faster) than what you per-
ceive. In a Test match, ball
swings more in the morning
session.

"But in the afternoon
session, the ball may not
swing much. And then in the
evening, it can swing more, all
these small points (are being
discussed)," Bumrah said dur-
ing the pre-match virtual
media interaction.

"We have not played
many pink ball matches and
whatever we have played,
they were all in different con-
ditions, so no parameter can
be set (on adjustments
required).                     "So
whatever little experience we
have gathered and the feed-
back we have taken, we are
trying to work on those
things," the fast bowler added.

Bumrah also revealed
that they had an optional
practice session with pink ball
even during the Mohali Test.

In India's previous pink-
ball games, the pitches on
offer were of different of vari-
ety. "We are not used to field-
ing, bowling and batting with
the pink ball. You don't play
pink ball cricket. When you
field under lights, what
adjustments you have to
make. We are still new in this
format."

Bumrah said it depends
on an individual how difficult
or easy it is to make those
mental adjustments.

Asked if India will go
with three spinners or seam-
ers, Bumrah said unless they
assess the pitch for one final
time, he can't talk about the
combination.

"We have had a look at
the surface. Today is the day
when we assess it and then
decide what combination we
need. We will make a plan
and back that."

It is expected that since
Axar Patel, who has been
added to the squad, may
replace Jayant Yadav, keeping
in mind the conditions.
However Bumrah did not
disclose if that is being
planned for the game.

"Axar was part of the
squad in the previous series
also. He has added a lot of
value to the squad. He has
contributed a lot. He offers a
lot with both ball and the bat.
He was injured, so now when
he is fit, he jumps back.

"There will be discus-
sion what combination we
want to go with. He is an
important player for our
team."

Bumrah stated in an
assertive tone that Kuldeep
Yadav, who has been released
from squad, has not been
kicked out.

"He has not been
dropped. He was in bubble for
long and has not been home.
Since his chance to play this
game was minimal, he has
ben rested so that he can
spend time with his family
before the IPL.

"Players well-being is
important since staying in
bubble is not easy, keeping
that in mind, in that aspect,
he has been rested. Whenever
he gets opportunity, he will do
well."

Bumrah also laughed off
queries about Ravindra
Jadeja's workload in Mohali
Test where he scored 175 not
out and snared nine wickets.

Can he (Jadeja) be rested?
"I don't see any player to

sit out after such a good
game. He would want to
replicate that performance
and contribute more."
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India's under-performing top-order
will be keen to display way more

intent to bring the team's campaign
back on track when it squares off
against a dangerous West Indies in the
third league game of the ICC Women's
World Cup here on Saturday.

Currently placed fifth after a
demoralising 62-run loss to New
Zealand, India would like to get back
to winning ways as back-to-back defeat
can cause loss in momentum, especial-
ly when they are playing one game after
another on the bounce.

The likes of Smriti Mandhana,
Mithali Raj, the young Yastika Bhatia
and all-rounder Deepti Sharma were all
criticised for not getting a move-on
against New Zealand in India's chase of
261 and despite Harmanpreet Kaur's
62-ball-71, the team ended up being
outplayed by 62 runs.

It is understood that Shafali Verma,
despite her 'blow hot, blow cold' form,
will be back in the playing eleven, and
would be expected to lend pace to

innings, something which Yastika
Bhatia failed to do in the previous game.

The Indian batters played out an
inexplicable 162 dot balls, equivalent to

27 overs, in the last game against White
Ferns and the match was as good as
over when they scored only 50 off the
first 20 overs.

Head coach Ramesh Powar was
very blunt and critical of the team's
show on the eve of the game against the
likes of Stafanie Taylor, Deandra Dottin,
and Anisa Mohammed.

"I think it was one of those days
where things didn't go our way and
honestly I was also surprised with the
way we batted for 20 overs. (But) if you
look back (at the) last six games,
which we have played against New
Zealand, we were executing our plans
well," Powar told reporters ahead of
their game.

Mithali, playing her last tourna-
ment, has been in very poor form and
even Mandhana has looked scratchy
putting a lot of pressure on the likes of
Pooja Vastrakar and Sneh Rana.

No wonder, coach Powar made it

clear that he want the seniors to accept
more responsibility.

"I think it is the pressure, I think of
the World Cup but I don't want to give
any excuses. This is the right time to put
your hand up and put up the perfor-
mances, because we have been training
for last six months," Powar was very
curt. "We have been to England,
Australia, we have been to New Zealand
early, so we have got every practice
opportunity which was needed, so it is
time as a group to stand up and deliv-
er," one could gauge the irritation in his
voice. One of the poor call by Neetu
David-led selection committee has
been non-inclusion of opening batter
S Meghana, who showed a lot of spark
in her comeback ODI series against
New Zealand.

She was middling the ball well and
unfortunately didn't make the cut in the
World Cup squad, which was picked
much earlier.
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Late-bloomer Nkrumah Bonner's
career-best century anchored West

Indies to a 62-run lead against England
on an attritional third day of the first test
at Sir Vivian Richards Stadium.

The home side batted all day to over-
turn a 109-run deficit, and Bonner
almost endured, too. He was out just two
overs from stumps for 123 after almost
10 hours at the crease.

The West Indies, in reply to
England's 311, resumed on 202-4 and
reached stumps at 373-9. On a sluggish
pitch on which it was hard to bowl and

bat, the West Indies eked out only 171
runs from the day's 90.1 overs.

Bonner made his test debut just over
a year ago, but at 33 has been making up
for lost time.

He absorbed England's pressure
with ease and rode considerable luck.
During the day, he was dropped on 73,
survived umpire's calls on 102 and 112,
and got an out overturned on review on
121.

His overnight stand with Jason
Holder finished early on 79, but Bonner
found regular partnerships with the tail
to frustrate England. Bonner shared 73
with Joshua Da Silva, 44 with Kemar

Roach, and 46 with Veerasammy
Permaul. Holder added only two to his
overnight score before trying to leave

Ben Stokes but edging behind on 45.
Stokes, who barely bowled in the Ashes
because of injury, finished the day com-
mitting 28 overs, his most in an innings
in six years.

Holder's wicket was the only one
West Indies conceded in the morning,
despite England taking the new ball
instantly.

Worrying for England, seamer Mark
Wood bowled one over and left without
bowling again because of an elbow
injury.

Da Silva was out after lunch, lbw to
spinner Jack Leach after two hours, 88
balls and one boundary.

Alzarri Joseph was dismissed for 2
by Craig Overton and England's hopes
were up.

But just as in the first session, early
wickets were followed by incredibly
sustained defense from the West Indies.

Bonner and Roach scored at practi-
cally one run per over until Roach hit a
couple of fours off England captain Joe
Root.

They passed England's total in the
meantime and Bonner went to tea on 98.

He earned his second test century in
his 10th test straight after tea with a
sweep to the boundary off Leach. He
jumped into Roach's arms.
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