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Muslim girl students cannot
wear hijab  (headscarf)

inside classrooms. The
Karnataka High Court on
Tuesday upheld the ban on
hijab in educational institutions
in the State by dismissing pleas
of Muslim girls.  The court said
hijab is not part of the essen-
tial religious practice in the
Islamic faith.

The HC order drew criti-
cism from senior Muslim lead-
ers like Mehbooba Mufti
(PDP), Omar Abdullah
(National Conference), and
AIMIM leader and Lok Sabha
member Asaduddin Owaisi.
The Muslim girls who had
opposed the Government order
against wearing hijab in class-
rooms rejected the judgment.  

Within hours of the HC
order, a Muslim student filed a
plea in the Supreme Court
challenging the HC verdict.    

A three-judge full bench of
the High Court said the pre-
scription of school uniform is
only a reasonable restriction,
constitutionally permissible
which the students cannot

object to.
Muslim students’ body

Campus Front of India (CFI)
protested against the “anti-
constitutional order” and
vowed to take all efforts to pro-
tect constitutional and indi-
vidual rights.

Chief Justice Ritu Raj
Awasthi-led bench said, “We
are of the considered opinion
that wearing of hijab by Muslim
women does not form part of
essential religious practice in
the Islamic faith.” The CJ read

out portions from the order.
The other two judges in the
panel were Justice Krishna S
Dixit and Justice JM Khazi.

The bench also maintained
that the Government has
power to issue the impugned
order dated February 5, 2022,
and no case is made out for its
invalidation.

By the said order, the
Karnataka Government had
banned wearing clothes that
disturb equality, integrity, and
public order in schools and col-

leges, which the Muslim girls
had challenged in the HC.

The bench also rejected the
plea to initiate a disciplinary
enquiry against the college, its
principal and a teacher.  “In the
above circumstances, all these
writ petitions being devoid of
merits are liable to be dis-
missed. In view of the dismissal
of the petition, all the pending
applications pale into insignif-
icance and are accordingly dis-
posed of,” said the HC.

Continued on Page 2
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Congress on Tuesday
cracked the whip on its

chief of State units where the
party had a dismal perfor-
mance in the just-concluded
Assembly elections under the
leadership of Rahul Gandhi
and Priyanka Gandhi.

“Congress president Sonia
Gandhi has asked the PCC
presidents of Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Punjab, Goa and
Manipur to put in their resig-
nations in order to facilitate
reorganisation of PCCs,”
Congress general secretary
Randeep Singh Surjewala said
on a day when dissensions
within the party came in pub-
lic after senior leader and for-
mer Union Minister Kapil Sibal
asked the Gandhis to quit and
pave way for others to run
party affairs.

The move also came two
days after a meeting of the
Congress Working Committee
(CWC) to discuss the party’s
performance and in which
Sonia, Rahul and Priyanka had
offered to relinquish their posts
but were asked by certain
members to continue. The
CWC then authorised Sonia to
make comprehensive changes
in the party structure at the
State and national levels.

AICC sources said that
process for the overhaul of the
organisational structure has
begun and during the next
meetings of the CWC and the
proposed chintan shivr in
Jaipur there could be
announcements to advance the
organisation elections present-
ly scheduled for September
2022.

Sonia has been the interim
chief since 2019 after Rahul
quit the post in the wake of
poor Lok Sabha performance
and Congress rout in several
Assembly elections.

Among those who have
been asked to tender their res-
ignation to Sonia is Navjot
Singh Sidhu. Appointed the
Punjab Congress chief in July
by Rahul and Priyanka, Sidhu
was singularly responsible for
the ouster of the then Punjab
CM Captain Amarinder Singh.
Sidhu also locked horns with
Charanjit Singh Channi,
Captain’s successor and
Congress Chief Ministerial face
in Punjab elections. As a result
of this infighting, the Congress
was reduced to 18 seats in the
Punjab Assembly polls.

The Congress was unable
to unseat the BJP in
Uttarakhand and won only 19
out of 70 seats where it had a
very formidable chance along
with Goa. The elections were
fought under the leadership of
Uttarakhand PCC chief Ganesh
Godiyal and former Chief
Minister Harish Rawat. 

Continued on Page 2
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After the fatal performance,
the post-mortem! Days

after the Congress party virtu-
ally faced political annihilation
in Punjab, its leaders on
Tuesday carried out a detailed
dissection of the debacle, sling-
ing the mud of humiliation at
each other and blaming, among
other things, timing of Capt
Amarinder Singh’s ouster from
the Chief Minister’s post. 

Former Chief Minister
Charanjit Singh Channi, State
Congress chief Navjot Singh
Sidhu, and senior leader Sunil
Jakhar too took the direct hit
for singing different tunes as a
part of the same choir.

At the same time,
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi has asked Sidhu to
submit his resignation to facil-
itate the reorganisation of the
State party unit. 

Congress in Punjab could
secure just 18 seats, with the
Aam Aadmi Party sweeping
the Assembly polls with a
thumping majority of 92 seats
in the 117-member House.

As the Congress State lead-
ership met on Tuesday to dis-
cuss the “reasons” for the poll

debacle, the party leaders
lashed out at the top three lead-
ers — Channi, Sidhu and
Jakhar — for openly speaking
against one another in the
run-up to polls. Demands for
ousting Channi, removing
Sidhu as PPCC chief, fixing
accountability were raised dur-
ing the meeting of contesting
candidates called by the State
party affairs in-charge Harish
Choudhary at Punjab Congress
Bhawan on Tuesday to intro-
spect on the party’s drubbing.

“This was expected. Many
leaders want to replace Sidhu as
they believe that he did not
work the way a party president
should have during the elec-
tions. He was continuously
questioning his own party’s
government, he was pointing
fingers at the Chief Minister...
and there is no doubt that the
Congress has to face defeat
because of that,” a senior party
leader, who was part of the
manthan, told The Pioneer
while reacting to Sonia’s deci-
sion to seek Sidhu’s resignation.

Sources in the party main-
tained that after the poll defeat,
Choudhary himself was in
favour to remove Sidhu as the
State party chief. Besides,
party’s Ludhiana MP Ravneet
Singh Bittu and even Channi
are believed to have called for
replacing Sidhu with new party
chief.

Continued on Page 2
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Ukraine universities dis-
couraged stranded Indian

students from leaving the war-
torn nation and showed reluc-
tance to offer them online
courses, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar said in
Parliament on Tuesday.

Elaborating upon the fall-
out of the ongoing war for
India, Jaishankar said it has
major economic implications
and the same can be seen in the
rising prices of energy and
commodities.      

Giving details of Operation
Ganga to bring back the
stranded Indians from Ukraine
after the Russian offensive
began on February 24,
Jaishankar said India managed
to evacuate 22,500 of its citi-
zens, including students, from

there.
“Despite our efforts, how-

ever, a large majority of stu-
dents elected to continue stay-
ing in Ukraine. We must
understand the predicament in
this regard. There was a natural
reluctance to leave the educa-
tional institutions and affect the
studies. Some universities
actively discouraged and
showed reluctance to offer
online courses. Many of them
received conflicting advice
regarding safety,” Jaishankar
said.

He said in the period lead-
ing to February 24, the politi-
cal signals were confusing as
well. “Public urgings not to be
taken by alarmism and reports
of force withdrawal created a
confusing picture. The net
result was that about 18,000
Indian nationals were caught in
the midst of conflict when it
started,” Jaishankar said.     

The Minister said students
did what they thought is right
under the circumstance. He
said India prepared in advance
of the actual conflict situation.

Narrating the time-lines,
Jaishankar said the Indian
embassy in Ukraine had start-
ed a registration drive for India
nationals in January, and as a
result, 20,000 Indian nationals
registered with the Indian
embassy.

The Minister said 4,000
students left Ukraine through
direct and indirect flights.
India also rescued 147 foreign
nationals of 18 countries,
including Nepal and
Bangladesh from Ukraine, he
informed both Houses.

Continued on Page 2
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday lauded

“The Kashmir Files”, a movie
focusing on the plight of
Kashmiri Pandits, for
“unearthing the truth”. The
PM also came down heavily on
those criticising it saying they
are part of the “eco-system”
around and don’t do justice to
the self-espoused concept of
freedom of expression.

The movie has been made
tax-free by eight BJP-ruled
States — Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Tripura, Goa,
Karnataka, Gujarat, Madhya
Pradesh, and Haryana.

Written and directed by
Vivek  Agnihotri, the film
depicts the exodus of Kashmiri
Pandits from the Muslim-
majority Kashmir valley in the
1990. Starring Anupam Kher,

Darshan Kumar, Mithun
Chakraborty and Pallavi Joshi
among others, the movie has
stirred a running debate on the
Kashmiri Pundits ouster from
the valley. Many in the social
media has demanded a probe
into the what they called “eth-
nic cleansing”.  

Modi, who was addressing
the Parliamentary party meet-

ing first time after BJP’s thump-
ing election victory in four of
the five State Assembly elec-
tions, praised the film saying
“truth should be unearthed”.

A day before, director of
the film Agnihotri along with
the cast of the film met Modi
at the latter’s residence.

The Prime Minister strong-
ly hit out at those who he said
were “criticising the film” and
blamed it on what he said was
the  “eco-system” around, say-
ing liberal voices are not doing
justice to the concept of  free-
dom of expression.

Modi said “no one could
do a film on the Emergency or
the partition of India. There is
no authentic film ...now a film
on Kashmir and people are cre-
ating ‘hangama’ …the flag
bearers of freedom of expres-
sion discrediting the film…”

Continued on Page 2
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday stayed the direc-

tive of the Centre revoking
licence of Malayalam news
channel “MediaOne” and ban-
ning its telecast on security
grounds. A bench of Justices
DY Chandrachud, Surya Kant,
and Vikram Nath said the
news and current affairs chan-
nel will continue its operations
as it was operating prior to the
ban of the telecast. 

“We are of the view that the
case of grant of interim relief
has been made out. We order
and direct that order dated
January 31, 2022, of the Union
Government revoking the
security clearance of
Madhyamam Broadcasting Ltd
stands stayed pending further
orders,” the bench ordered. 

Continued on Page 2
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New Delhi: Several Ukrainian
medical universities have start-
ed online classes, giving a ray
of hope to the Indian students
who feared a bleak future after
fleeing the war-torn country
amid a fierce Russian military
offensive. P8
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Over the last few years, new
techniques have revolu-

tionised the treatment of brain
and spinal cord tumours. These
treatments with high preci-
sion are leading to total
removal of tumours while pre-
serving the organs and leaving
the least detrimental effect on
their functionality. To spread
awareness about these new
techniques, Rajiv Gandhi

Cancer Institute & Research
Centre (RGCIRC) organised a
Neuro & Spine Onco Update at
RGCIRC in Rohini in the
national Capital. Experts from
two of India’s largest and ded-
icated Neuro-onco set-ups
namely Tata Memorial and
RGCIRC besides leading lights
from major hospitals, including
AIIMS, GB Pant Hospital,
RML hospital and Safdarjung
Hospital, delivered talks and
shared their experiences. 
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Aparliamentary panel has
pulled up the Union

Environment ministry for
"non-cooperative" and "unre-
sponsive" behaviour of its offi-
cials towards public represen-
tatives and asked it to work
towards greater budgetary allo-
cation to fight air pollution.

The Parliamentary
Standing Committee on
Science and Technology,
Environment, Forests and
Climate Change, in its 363rd
report - 'Demands for Grants
(2022-23) of the Ministry of
Environment', directed the
ministry to sensitise authorities
to accord due courtesy to pub-
lic representatives and make
available the information
sought by them. 

"The Committee yet again
expresses its deep concern on
the issue of non-cooperative
and unresponsive behaviour of
the officials dealing with envi-
ronmental matters towards the
public representatives."The

Committee reiterates its previ-
ous recommendation that the
Ministry of Environment,
being nodal central Ministry
dealing with these matters,
must impress upon state gov-
ernments as well as their own
officers to sensitize all con-
cerned authorities to accord
due courtesy to public repre-
sentatives, attend to their griev-
ances, respond to their com-
munications and make avail-
able the information sought by
them," the panel said.

Pulling up the ministry for
failing to provide quantifiable
details of targets and their
achievements under National
Clean Air Program

(NCAP) during 2021-22,
panel said it should make more
efforts to get increased bud-
getary allocation for the NCAP
considering the impact of rise
in air pollution on climate
change. "The Committee is
constrained to note this casu-
al approach of the Ministry in
furnishing the data and strong-
ly recommends the Ministry to

ensure that such data is main-
tained in a proper format,
updated regularly and provid-
ed to the Committee in a man-
ner which is convenient and
insightful for the Committee to
examine so as to get a clear pic-
ture of the actual physical and
financial targets achieved.

"Funds allocated to NCAP
and its utilisation needs a
transparent elucidation. The
ministry should make more
efforts to get increased bud-
getary allocation for the NCAP
considering the impact of
increase in air pollution on cli-
mate change. 

The Committee, recom-
mends that concerted efforts
should be made by Ministry for
optimum utilisation of funds
under NCAP," it said. Noting
that a budgetary allocation of
�470 crore was made under the
head 'Control of Pollution' in
budgetary expenditure (BE)
2021-22 which was reduced to
�390.10 crore at revised esti-
mate (RE) stage, the
Committee urged ministry to

take proactive steps in coordi-
nation with state machinery
towards controlling air pollu-
tion. "The Committee recom-
mends that there should be
transparency in funding mech-
anism of ministry with
states/UTs, municipalities,
SPCBs for better coordination
and implementation of varied
schemes under head 'Control of
Pollution'," it said.

Recognising importance of
plastic waste management and
elimination of single-use plas-
tics, the panel asked the min-
istry to run awareness pro-
grams on a regular basis as sin-
gle-use plastics are a bio-haz-
ard which not only impact
wildlife and ecosystems but
also pollute the environment.

"The Committee recom-
mends ministry to run aware-
ness programmes on regular
basis, to educate  people about
ill-effects of single-use plastics
and encourage them to use
other sources as a replacement
to plastic products in day to day
usage."The Committee also

recommends bringing stricter
norms and regulations to dis-
courage use of single-use plas-
tics and also lay down clear
allocation of roles and respon-
sibilities," it said.

On issue of man-animal
conflicts, the panel recom-
mended proactive steps by
ministry of environment, not-
ing that incidents were on  rise
and still remain an area of con-
cern. "As such, there is an
urgent need to minimize
instances of man-animal con-
flict that was resulting in both
human and animal killings.
The

panel recommends that
ministry should take proactive
steps to sustainably manage
and minimise man-animal
conflict in a balanced manner,
whereby wildlife habitat is
improved," it said.  The
Committee urged ministry to
evolve a mechanism for uni-
form compensation, early set-
tlement of compensation and
rehabilitation of victims of
man-animal conflict. 
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The Delhi High Court on
Tuesday refused to direct

the involvement of the Central
Government in the payment of
'blood money' in connection
with the death sentence award-
ed to a Kerala woman in a mur-
der case in Yemen and said that
no embassy can be part of
negotiations to pay blood
money.

Justice Yashwant Varma,
who was hearing a petition by
an organisation seeking Centre's
intervention to save the life of
the Indian citizen-- Nimisha
Priya, said the court cannot ask
the government of India to
countenance such a payment
and requested the authorities to
facilitate the appropriate legal
action against the conviction of
the woman.

The petitioner, 'Save
Nimisha Priya International
Action Council', sought a direc-
tion to the Centre to “facilitate

diplomatic interventions as well
as negotiations with the family
of victim on behalf of Nimisha
Priya to save her life by paying
blood money in accordance
with the law of the land in a time
bound manner”.  Blood money
refers to the compensation paid
by an offender or his kin to the
family of the victim.

“No embassy can be part of
negotiations to pay blood
money. You can do it personal-
ly, privately,” the court stated.

“In so far as the first relief
is concerned, the court cannot
command the union to be a
party to the negotiations which
the family of the convict pro-
poses to initiate,” it opined.
Lawyer Subhash Chandran KR,
appearing for the petitioner
said that the petitioner will pay
the blood money and negotiate
with the tribe of the victim but
the assistance of the government
was needed in view of the pre-
sent social and political situation
in Yemen. The court stated

that it can, at best and in law, call
upon the Centre to facilitate the
petitioner in pursuing the judi-
cial remedy under the laws of
Yemen. Central government
lawyer Anurag Ahluwalia said
that bearing in mind that the
convict is an Indian national, the
authorities shall take all proac-
tive steps to institute an appeal
before the next appellate

forum in accordance with
the prevalent law and the con-
cerned consular shall extend all
cooperation and facilitate the
travel of the petitioner to
Yemen. “Accordingly, concerned
Ministry is requested to duly
pursue the remedy against the
order of conviction as affirmed
by court of appeal,” the court
stated. 

The court further request-
ed the Ministry of External
Affairs to communicate to con-
cerned consulate to facilitate
travel of the petitioner as well as
to provide help of interpretators
if so required.  The petition said

Nimisha Priya was an Indian
nurse working in Yemen and
she was convicted in 2020 for
the murder of the Yemini
national. It said Priya was
accused of murdering Talal
Abdo Mahdi who died in July
2017 after she injected him
with sedatives to get her pass-
port that was in his possession.
It said she injected him with
sedatives so that she could take
her passport from him while he
was unconscious. However, he
died of an overdose.

The plea alleged that Mahdi
had forged documents to show
that he was married to her and
that she was allegedly abused
and tortured by Mahdi. Though
she appealed against death
penalty, it was rejected, it said,
adding that another chance of
appeal before Supreme Court
there still exists but Priya is
unlikely to be spared and there-
fore, her only hope to come out
of death sentence is if victim's
family accepts blood money.
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“The petitioners
(Madhyamam Broadcasting Ltd
and Pramod Raman, editor of
the channel, and others) shall be
permitted to continue operating
news and current affairs channel
‘MediaOne’ on same basis as it
was operating prior to the revo-
cation of clearances,’’ it said.
The bench passed the order
after perusing the files filed by
the Centre on basis of which
security clearance was revoked
and Kerala High Court had
passed the order upholding the
ban on telecast.  The bench left
the question open on whether
content of files on the basis of
which the ban order was passed
be given to the channel to enable
it to defend itself. The top court
asked the Centre to file a detailed
counter affidavit by March 26 on
the appeals filed by the channel
against the High Court order. 

From Page 1

Karnataka Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai said every-
one should abide by the ver-
dict of the High Court on the
hijab row, and cooperate with
the State Government in
implementing it. Speaking to
reporters here, he said it was
a matter concerning the
future and the education of
students, and nothing was
more important than educa-
tion.

“Everyone should abide
by the verdict of the three-
judge bench of the High
Court. While we (Govt)
implement it (the order),
everyone should cooperate
and maintain peace.
Maintaining peace and order
in society is of utmost impor-
tance. I appeal to the people,
leaders of all communities,
parents, teachers, and stu-

dents to accept the order and
cooperate in imparting edu-
cation to students, in accor-
dance with the court order,”
he added.

He also asked students
not to boycott classes and
exams as some of them did
during the preparatory exams,
keeping their future in mind.

Primary and Secondary
Education Minister  BC
Nagesh said efforts will be
made to bring the “misguid-
ed” Muslim girls to the main-
stream, even as he described
the verdict as “landmark”.
“We will try to win the hearts
of those girls who were mis-
guided. 

We will try to bring them
in the mainstream of educa-
tion,” Nagesh told reporters.
But the Udupi Muslim girls
who have filed the petition in
High Court seeking permis-
sion to wear hijab inside the
classrooms were defiant and
said they will not go to college
without a hijab and fight the
case legally till they get “jus-
tice”.

“We had approached the
High Court seeking permis-
sion to wear hijab in the
classrooms. The order has
come against us. We will not
go to the college without
hijab but we will fight for it.
We will try all the legal ways.

We will fight for justice and
our rights,” one of the girls
said in a press conference in
this coastal town. Kerala
Governor Arif Mohammed
Khan welcomed the court
ruling. 

At the start of the hijab
controversy, Khan had said
the wearing of the headscarf
was not an essential religious
practice in the Islamic faith.
“I sincerely pray and hope
that  these continuous
attempts to push back the
young women, especially
young Muslim women, into
the four walls of the house,
fall down,” Khan said.

The Campus Front of
India, responding to the HC
order, said the “court verdict
on hijab ban destructs the
fundamental rights enshrined
in the Constitution.” “The
BJP regime is trying to imple-
ment their agenda and dehu-
manise a community and the
High Court verdict can now
be a catalyst for their polar-
ising agenda,” CFI said in a
statement uploaded on
Twitter.

“It is an alarming sign
that the judiciary interprets
religious texts...We will never
accept this anti-constitution-
al verdict and will continue all
efforts to protect the consti-
tution and individual rights,”

it added. AIMIM leader and
Lok Sabha MP Asaduddin
Owaisi rejected the HC judg-
ment and wanted the All
India Muslim Personal Law
Board (AIMPLB) and orga-
nizations of other religious
groups to appeal against the
order. ...If it is my belief &
faith that covering my head is
essential then I have a right to
EXPRESS it as I deem fit. For
a devout Muslim, Hijab is also
an act of worship.”

“It’s time to review the
essential religious practice
test. For a devout person,
everything is essential & for
an atheist nothing is essen-
tial...” he said in a series of
tweets.

PDP leader and Jammu &
Kashmir former chief minis-
ter of Mehbooba Mufti said,
“Karnataka HC’s decision to
uphold the hijab ban is deeply
disappointing. “On one hand
we talk about empowering
women yet we are denying
them the right to a simple
choice. It isn’t just about reli-
gion but the freedom to
choose,” she wrote on Twitter.

National  Conference
(NC) leader Omar Abdullah
said it was a “travesty” that the
court did not uphold the
basic right of a woman to
choose how she wants to
dress. 

From Page 1

He said most of the Indian
students studying in Ukraine
hail from 35 States and Union
Territories with over 1,000
students each from Kerala,
UP, Haryana, Tamil Nadu,
Gujarat, Maharashtra, Bihar
and Rajasthan. The Minister
also said more than half the
students were in universities in
eastern Ukraine that borders
Russia and has been epicenter
of conflict so far. Jaishankar
said the Indian Government

issued an advisory on
February 15 advising Indian
citizens in Ukraine to leave the
country.  “In view of the con-
tinued build-up of tensions in
February, the Embassy issued
an advisory on 15 February
2022, advising Indians in
Ukraine whose stay isn’t essen-
tial to leave country tem-
porarily. It also advised
Indians not to travel to
Ukraine or undertake non-
essential movements within
Ukraine,” he said.

Operation Ganga saw
more than 90 special flights
including 76 civilian flights
and 14 were Indian Air Force
flights.  The evacuation was
undertaken from Romania,
Poland, Hungary and Slovakia.
“While IAF rose to the occa-
sion, most of the private air-
lines also participated enthu-
siastically,” he added.

From Page 1
“Truth should be placed

before the people…critics could
make their own film if they don’t
like this,” he was quoted as say-
ing. Modi who was felicitated by
the party nudged the BJP pres-
ident J P Nadda to come under
the garland, acknowledging him
being at the helm of the party.

At the start of the meeting,
BJP MPs observed a two-minute
silence to pay tributes to singer
Lata Mangeshkar, who died on
February 6  and a student who
was killed in Ukraine.

Union Ministers Amit Shah,
Rajnath Singh, Nitin Gadkari,
Piyush Goyal, Pralhad Joshi,
and others also attended the
meeting.Pitching on the BJP’s
anti-dynasty plank, the Prime
Minister conveyed to the party
MPs that it is at his behest that
many children  of party  MPs
were “denied tickets” in the
recently held Assembly elec-
tions.Modi made it clear in the
meeting that the BJP would not

allow anyone perpetuating
dynasty in the party saying he
disapproves of it. “If it is a sin not
to give tickets to the children of
BJP MPs, then ‘yes I have com-
mitted a sin’, “ Modi is under-
stood to have said during his
address. 

BJP MPs who attending the
meeting said Modi sought to
send a “strong message” to the
BJP Parliamentarians, making it
clear “that dynasty politics and
nepotism would not be allowed
in the party”.

“Dynasty is dangerous for
democracy, we have to fight
against it. If anyone’s candidature
was rejected, that’s my responsi-
bility”, Modi told BJP MPs. The
Prime Minister has been focus-
ing on the need to finish-off
dynasty politics in the country
during Assembly election cam-
paigning as also in his victory
speech post poll results. The MPs
were also briefed on the evacu-
ation of Indian nationals from
Ukraine.

From Page 1

Congress’ former MLA
Gurpreet Singh GP, who lost
the Bassi Pathana seat to AAP
candidate, squarely blamed
Channi for the party’s crushing
defeat in the polls. 

“Had the Congress
announced Sidhu as the party’s
chief ministerial face, it would
have won at least 50
seats...Channi is the only rea-
son for the party’s defeat.
People did not like Channi as
the CM face at all...He could
not handle his own family,
how can we expect him to han-
dle the entire state,” said
Gurpreet Singh, in a clear ref-
erence to Channi’s younger
brother contesting elections
against him as an Independent
candidate from Bassi Pathana.

Demanding Channi’s
expulsion from the party, he
alleged that the announce-
ments made by Channi could
not be implemented. “Rahul
Gandhi was misled to declare
Channi as the Chief Ministerial
face,” he added.

Joining in, former MLA
and party candidate from
Baghapurana Darshan Singh
Brar also said that Channi
should leave the Congress.
“The main reason is the lack of
coordination between the top
leaders — Sidhu, Channi, and
also Jakhar...Every day they all
come up with different state-
ments, attacking one another,”
he added. Former Minister
and Gidderbaha MLA
Amarinder Singh Raja Warring
added that the “indiscipline in
the party, intense infighting led
to party’s defeat. And because
of this, the people of Punjab felt
that we are non-serious”.

From Page 1

In Goa, party came down
to 11 seats under the leader-
ship of State Congress chief
Girish Chodankar as com-
pared to 17 in the last
Assembly. In Manipur, where
it was able to secure only five
seats under the leadership of
Manipur PCC chief
Nameirakpam Loken Singh
and former Chief Minister
Okram Ibobi Singh, Congress
could not even secure the
office of Leader of Opposition
as JD (U) bagged six seats.
Earlier during the day senior

Congress leaders lashed out at
their party colleague Sibal
for his remarks against the
leadership with the party’s
Lok Sabha whip accusing him
of speaking the language of
the BJP and the RSS. 

Sibal in an interview to an
English newspaper said
Gandhis should step aside
and give some other leader a
chance to lead the party.
While Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot
termed the Sibal’s comment
“unfortunate”, Manickam
Tagore, a staunch Rahul loy-
alist, said the RSS and the BJP

want the Gandhis to be out of
leadership position to kill the
Congress party and destroy
the idea of India,  Congress
national spokesperson Pawan
Khera said Sibal should con-
test elections for the post of
Congress president instead
of making public comments
against the leadership.

Congress put out a video
of all its former leaders from
Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal
Nehru and Indira Gandhi,
on its Twitter handle. “We will
fight on. We will overcome.
We will continue to raise
your voice,” the party said.
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In a bid to deal with the
waterlogging situation across

Gurugram, the Gurugram
Metropolitan Development
Authority (GMDA) flood con-
trol office, set up an Integrated
Control & Command Centre
(ICCC) in GMDA, where offi-
cers from the technical engi-
neering wings of the GMDA
and the MCG along with police
teams will monitor the water
logging situation in the city.

According to GMDA offi-
cials, this set-up will be in
action from June onwards for
three months and will take for-
ward the citizen complaints
about remedial action.

Officials said necessary
arrangements are being taken
to keep Gurugram roads free of
waterlogging and incidents of
water accumulation in the
monsoons will be taken up on
priority by all the organisations
concerned. 

Meanwhile, chairing a
review meeting to assess the
city’s preparedness for the ensu-
ing monsoon, Chief Executive
Officer (CEO), GMDA, Sudhir
Rajpal addressed key issues
with officials of various
Government bodies and high-
lighted the need to take ade-
quate measures to ensure com-
muters and citizens in the city
face no hardships due to the
rains. The meeting was also
joined by the concerned
department officials and over
30 such locations were revisit-
ed and reviewed in the meet-
ing.

“We aim to take effective
steps well in time before the
monsoon season is upon us.
There has been much progress
in the areas where waterlogging
in the past has been of concern
and these will again be re-
inspected. Projects involving
various government and pri-
vate institutions are all being
monitored and suitable reme-
dial actions are being taken to

curb waterlogging woes on
Gurugram roads,” said Rajpal.

Some of the crucial areas of
discussion were dewatering
arrangement of NH-48 near
Narsinghpur, waterlogging at
Mini Secretariat, Hero Honda
Chowk, Golf Course Road,
Sheetla Mata Road among oth-
ers. Suitable action plans were
proposed and a time-frame
for completion was set before
the onset of the monsoons.

Accumulation of water at
the service road in Narsingpura
along the Delhi Jaipur highway
has been a major issue in mon-
soons. It has been proposed to
add another high-power pump
with a larger capacity and cre-
ate a Sump for water collection
to provide temporary relief
that can be adopted to min-
imise waterlogging at this crit-
ical junction, till the permanent
solution of making a master
drain alongside CPR &
Cloverleaf is executed.

To rectify the waterlog-
ging issue occurring at the

low-lying area of the Laxman
Vihar-Sector 4 dividing road
near Surya Vihar, CEO GMDA
has directed the Municipal
Corporation Gurugram
(MCG) to start work on build-
ing a ‘kacha naala’ till the per-
manent civil work is complet-
ed. 

MCG is in concurrence
with GMDA for the timelines
established. Waterlogging con-
cerns on Mata Road will also be
looked into by MCG. 

To curb waterlogging issue
at Umang Bhardwaj Chowk,
NHAI has been assigned to
look into the matter on prior-
ity by creating the master drain
first, ahead of the upgradation
and widening of the roads
which is underway on this
stretch.

“Keeping in view of the
past events of waterlogging in
underpasses in the city, prior
arrangements are being made
to address the issue and mock
drills will also be done in the
month of May,” added Rajpal.
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Delhi Police has arrested
two persons for allegedly

killing the security guard of a
gas godown in order to rob
money from the warehouse in
northeast Delhi's Shastri Park
area. The accused have been
identified as Manish Kumar
Mandal (19) and Vishal Singh
(20), both residents of Bihar.

Police were informed
around 9 am on Monday that
a man was found dead at site
number 2 of GS Enterprises, a
gas agency. When police
reached the spot, they found
the security guard was lying in
a pool of blood, in a cabin adja-
cent to the gas godown, police
said. The deceased was identi-
fied as Ganesh Lal Kori (50), a
resident of UP. His mobile
phone was also found missing,

police said. They checked the
CCTV footage and found three
suspected persons near the
guard room around 9:30 pm on
Sunday. One of them was
noticed entering it with a rod
in his hand, a senior police offi-
cer said.

He was identified as
Manish who earlier used to
work as a labourer there.
Manish's brother Virender still
works at the godown as a dri-
ver.

On early Tuesday, a raid
was conducted and two per-
sons were nabbed from
Tripathi Enclave, Suleman
Nagar, Kirari, Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(northeast) Sanjay Kumar Sain
said. During interrogation, they
revealed that their third asso-
ciate is a juvenile. The accused
are drug addicts and were fac-
ing a financial crunch.
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The Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation (DMRC) has

been awarded with first prize at
‘ASSOCHAM 10th responsible
organization excellence awards
2020-21’ under category of ‘un-
listed company with turnover
more than 1000 crores’. DMRC’s
MD Dr Mangu Singh received
award in a virtual ceremony
where Arjun Ram Meghwal,
Minister of Parliamentary Affairs
and Minister of State, Ministry of
Culture, was chief guest. 

The performance of organi-
sations was evaluated on various
performance based parameters
such as Environment,
Governance, Customer
Satisfaction, Corporate Social
Responsibility, Energy Efficiency;
Suppliers based performance,
health and safety etc. The
‘ASSOCHAM  is one of country’s
oldest apex chambers and a
prominent interface between
industries and government com-
prising leaders, academicians,
economists and independent
professionals.
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The AAP Government will
develop the national

Capital as the centre of world-
class teacher education and
the Delhi Teachers University
(DTU) will make this vision a
reality, Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia said on
Tuesday.

Sisodia said that the edu-
cation sector is dominated by
Finland, Singapore, Japan,
America and European coun-
tries today. The DTU would be
the answer for India. “This
would allow India to be con-
sidered among the top coun-
tries of the world in the field of
teachers’ education,” he said.

The first meeting of the
Board of Management of DTU
was held on Tuesday regarding
this vision. In his message to
the Board, Sisodia said that the
aim of this university, estab-

lished by the Delhi
Government is to create a
world-class institution in the
field of teacher education as
good as premium institutes
like IIT-IIM. He said that the
DTU would emerge as a brand
for teacher education all over
the world.

He further said that the
teaching profession has become
the last career resort for every-
one today. “The DTU will
change this perspective. It will
encourage the youth towards
the teaching profession and
produce hundreds of excellent
teachers in every session. 

Such excellent teachers will
further prepare the future of
the country for the coming
tomorrow by delivering quali-
ty education to their students,”
he added.

The DTU will collaborate
with national and internation-
al organisations to provide
world-class training to trainees
as well as to exchange new
ideas and practices. In the
Board meeting, it was agreed
that unlike most of the teacher
training programs currently
offered in the country, the
courses offered at the DTU will

not focus solely on subject
knowledge but on capacity
building of trainees as well.
Trainees would be equipped
with practical skills so that they
can be better prepared for
classroom teaching.

It was also discussed that
the DTU would not only
emphasise on teacher-training
but also focus on fundamental
and applied research in the field
of education, Sisodia’s office
said in a statement.

On this occasion, the Vice-
Chancellor of DTU, Dhananjay
Joshi said that the DTU would
work to fulfil the vision of
Delhi Government for educa-
tion and would emerge as the
best institution of teacher edu-
cation not only in India but in

the world. Tamil Nadu
Teachers University Vice-
Chancellor Professor N
Panchanatham said that DTU
will offer new-age courses by
creating a multidisciplinary
eco-system as per the recom-
mendations of NEP 2020.

The Delhi Assembly in
January passed a Bill for setting
up a world-class teachers' train-
ing university. The university
will offer teacher education
programmes such as BA-BEd
and BSc-BEd to create a new
generation of teachers.

Students of the university
will collaborate with Delhi
Government schools for the
duration of their courses and
get hands-on experience with
a focus on research.

��	((
��������
�
��������	

Anew heritage-themed park
near the iconic Red Fort, the

'Heritage Park' constructed by
the North Delhi Municipal
Corporation (NMC), is all set to
be inaugurated by the President
of India, Ram Nath Kovind on
Sunday.

“This park is spread in
about 8650 sqm area, compris-
es of beautiful boundary wall
with rich carving works in red,
quartzite stone and iron grills.
The park has structures like
walkways, Baradaris, Open Air
Theatre, Panorama, Chhatris,
sitting tires, under tensile struc-
ture built of red stone and white
marble, are present in Park,” a
senior official said.  Talking
about features of park, the offi-
cial said that it will be equipped
with a range of public facilities

such as toilets, parking, shopping
counters, designer lamp posts
and focus light. “The heritage
park will become a major attrac-
tion for tourists as it presents a
unique blend of heritage with
modern amenities and natural
beauty,” he said.

The guests will also get to
enjoy delicious cuisine of
Chandni Chowk and handi-
crafts of Old Delhi area at the
park, said officials. “The park is
built in two phases with the total
cost of Rs 17.68 crore. In the first
phase, an area of about 1.75 acre
was developed with an estimat-
ed cost of Rs 7.65 crore. In the
second phase, the remaining
2.25 acre was developed with an
estimated cost of �10.03 crore,”
he said. The park is named after
Charti Lal Goel, the former
deputy mayor of municipal cor-
poration and first Speaker of
Delhi Legislative Assembly. 
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In a major victory for the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)

and its national convenor, the
Delhi High Court on Tuesday
dismissed a petition seeking a
high-level enquiry against
Arvind Kejriwal alleging that
he has links with Khalistani
separatists.

Soon after that Kejriwal
said that the court’s decision
was a reply to those who called
him a "terrorist". Earlier in the
day, the Delhi High Court
had termed as "completely
frivolous" and dismissed the
petition filed by Congress
leader Jagdish Sharma seeking
an investigation into the alle-
gations that AAP and Kejriwal
have links with banned organ-

isation Sikhs For Justice (SFJ)
and other Khalistani forces
and have received funds from
them to contest the elections in
Punjab.

Reacting to the court
order, Kejriwal said in a tweet
in Hindi, "First the public gave
a befitting reply (in the elec-
tions) to those who called me
a terrorist, and today the court
has given them the reply."

The AAP has made a clean
sweep in Punjab after winning
92 of the 117 Assembly seats.
A Bench of Acting Chief
Justice Vipin Sanghi and

Justice Navin Chawla also
asked the counsel for the peti-
tioner not to file such frivolous
petitions."In your petition, you
say that the authorities are cog-
nisant of the letter of erstwhile
Chief Minister of Punjab to the
Union Home Minister.

Where is the question of
us directing for any inquiry?
Please don't file such frivolous
petitions. It is completely friv-
olous. Is there any reason to
think that authorities will not
take action or are not taking
action?" the Bench said while
dismissing the petition.

The petition referred to a
letter written by former Punjab
Chief Minister Charanjeet
Singh Channi levelling the
same allegations and the state-
ment of former AAP leader
Kumar Vishwas on the same
lines.

The petition also sought
temporary suspension of the
AAP's recognition and also
barring of the party from con-
testing any elections till the
inquiry is completed.
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Prominent leaders of the BJP
and other regional parties

joined the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) from Andhra Pradesh
on Tuesday after it registered a
stupendous victory in Punjab
Assembly polls. Former BJP
leader Chinnam Rama Kotaiah
and Jan Sena leader Attili Raju
joined AAP, the party said.
They joined AAP in presence
of senior party leader and
MLA Somnath Bharti. 

Chinnam Rama Kotaiah
has been a member of  BJP. He
contested Lok Sabha elections
from Pileru constituency on
BJP’s ticket in 2019, and was
MLA from TDP for Nuzvid
Assembly constituency in
Andhra Pradesh for years
2009-2014. He also served as
General Secretary of trade

union at HMDA for 14 years.
He has also earned a doctorate
in Infrastructure Development.
Somnath Bharti said: “I hearti-
ly welcome him to party on
behalf of Arvind Kejriwal. 

The entire country is being
heavily influenced by Kejriwal
model of development and
kind of progress that it has
made in State of Delhi.” “People
are constantly joining AAP
after seeing phenomenal work

being done by Kejriwal
Government in all sectors
including schools, hospitals,
electricity, water, roads and
public welfare,” he said. Many
BJP and Congress leaders from
Haryana had also joined party
on Monday. The BJP's former
Gurugram MLA Umesh
Agarwal and ex-Minister and
senior Congress leader
Bijendra Singh were among
those who joined AAP.
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The Delhi High Court on
Tuesday asked the Delhi

Police as to why it has not filed
a charge sheet in the case con-
cerning the death of a 23-
year-old man who was forced
to sing the national anthem
during the 2020 northeast
Delhi riots and asked it to con-
duct its investigation without
influence as per the law.

Justice Chandra Dhari
Singh, who was hearing a peti-
tion by the deceased's mother
seeking a speedy and proper
investigation, said that the case
was to be taken seriously and
asked the investigating agency
to “take into account” the “sug-
gestions” by the petitioner in
her plea.

The incident relates to a
video that had gone viral in
which the deceased - Faizan

could be seen allegedly being
beaten by policemen while
being made to sing the nation-
al anthem and chant 'Vande
Mataram'. Kismatun, the moth-
er of the deceased man, has
sought an SIT probe into the
death of her son, who along
with four other Muslim men,
was seen in the video.

The woman has claimed
that the police illegally detained
her son and denied him criti-
cal medical attention due to
which he succumbed to the
injuries on February 26, 2020.

The DCP concerned told
the court that the case involves
“technical evidence” and that
the investigation has “zeroed
down a head constable making
the video” and not assaulting
the victim and that no stone
was being left unturned in the
probe.The judge, who
remarked that there was “no

ground to disbelieve” one of the
highest officers in the police
machinery, was further
informed by Delhi police
lawyer Amit Prasad that while
they have “identified some
people, confirmation was need-
ed from all angles”.

The court was informed
that the agency will take eight
more weeks to complete the
probe. The court clarified that
it was not interfering with the
manner of investigation and
added, “The son of a mother
has died. I'm not commenting
on how and when (but) it has
to be taken very seriously”
and dealt with as per the crim-
inal law.

Delhi police said that the
statements of the witnesses
have been recorded and one of
the surviving persons, who
was with the deceased, has
not alleged any “violence” and

that the investigating agency
was awaiting the outcome of
certain other technical tests. 

Lawyer Vrinda Grover,
appearing for the petitioner,
stated that no arrest was made
in the case and the police ear-
lier made a false statement
concerning the status of
CCTVs in the concerned police
station and that the investigat-
ing agency was not probing the
“second scene of the crime” i.e
the police station and sought
permission to file a response to
the police status report.

The court asked the peti-
tioner to raise objections after
the charge sheet is filed and
asked her to “have some faith
in the investigating agency” and
observed that there was “no
reason to disbelieve” their stand
by invoking the writ jurisdic-
tion. The matter would be
heard next in May.
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Aday after an under-con-
struction building col-

lapsed in Kashmere Gate area,
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
alleged that the incident hap-
pened due to “negligence” and
“conspiracy” of the BJP and the
building mafia. AAP senior
leader and MCD in-charge
Durgesh Pathak said that the
party will file FIRs against BJP
Councilors, the Mayor and the
BJP state president and
demand the strictest punish-
ment.

Accusing the BJP leaders,
Pathak said that the civic body
was well aware of the threat as
AAP MLA Prahlad Singh
Sawhney complained several
times to the MCD but the BJP
leaders did not act upon it. “BJP
leaders fraudulently got the
map of a 180 sq yard building
approved under the SARAL
scheme by showing it to be of
80 sq yards. SARAL scheme

applies only to buildings up to
100 sq yards in area,” he said.

Leader of Opposition in
North MCD Vikas Goel said, "I
am certain that once this mat-
ter is investigated the links of
the builder with the BJP lead-
ers will be exposed."Pathak
said that AAP MLA Sawhney
wrote a letter to the
Commissioner, the Mayor and
all authorities concerned, stat-
ing that the project was in vio-
lation of MCD’s rules and reg-
ulations and is completely ille-
gal. “Sawhney wrote two more
letters dated 8th and 9th
February respectively. 

Through these letters and
communication channels, he
shared all the details of the ille-
galities of the construction
project. He even wrote a letter
to the L-G on 9th February
informing him about the ille-
gitimate construction that can
pose a threat to lives of people
working and living in the area.
But no action was taken in this
regard,” he added. 

The Food Safety
Department of Delhi
Government has directed

officials to conduct special dri-
ves to ensure that adulterated
food products are not sold dur-
ing Holi. A circular is also issued
by department in this connec-
tion. "It has been decided by
Commissioner, Food Safety to
conduct drive during Holi sea-
son to lift both surveillance and
legal samples of sweets, especially
Gujiya and related items," the cir-
cular issued by department said.
A senior official said “It is often
seen that traders and other peo-
ple engaged in food business use
adulterated products or stale
food items during festival sea-
son.” This drive will continue
even after Holi.              —SR
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The Delhi Police has arrested
a 22-year-old snatcher and

recovered the mobile phone of
former BJP MP Vijay Goel.

Sajan, a resident of
Daryaganj, had allegedly
snatched Goel’s phone last
evening when he was going
from Daryaganj towards Red
Fort through Upper Subhash
Marg, police had said.

Sajan, who had allegedly
snatched Goel’s phone from
him near Red Fort in north
Delhi, was arrested from
Daryaganj area, they said.
Describing the incident,
Deputy Commissioners of
Police (North) Sagar Singh
Kalsi had said Monday that
around 6.45 pm, when Goel’s
car reached near Jama Masjid
metro station, a person wear-
ing blue shirt and white cap
came towards him, snatched
his phone from his hand and

fled. Police said they have reg-
istered a case and began their
investigation. Police said they
examined more than 100
CCTV cameras to evolve an
outline of snatcher, which
helped them zero in on him
and finally arrest him. 

The snatcher had changed
his clothes and the pair he
wore during the incident has
been recovered, Kalsi said
Tuesday.

After his arrest, Sajan dis-
closed to the police that he had
sold the mobile phone to a per-
son name Mohammad Asif
(23), a native of Muradabad in
Uttar Pradesh, for Rs 2,200,
according to the officer.

At his instance, Asif has also
been arrested, the DCP said,
adding 23-year-old works as a
helper in a shop. The snatched
mobile phone has been recov-
ered from Asif, police said,
adding that Sajan was previously
involved in four cases of snatch-
ing and Arms Act.
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High-risk children will be
priority under the vacci-

nation plan being kicked off
from Wednesday for kids in the
12-14 age group, said the gov-
ernment even as it asked peo-
ple not to be complacent in
view of rising Omicron cases in
countries like China and
Singapore.

Meanwhile, sources said
that the decision on whether to
allow mixing of vaccines for the
third shot among the general
population  in India is expect-
ed soon. Investigators from
Christ-ian Medical College,
Vellore, who have been carry-
ing out a cl-inical study on mix-
ing vaccin--es, are likely to pre-
sent their int-erim data from
400 volunteers to the panel of
the DCGI

'The decision to vaccinate
children (12-14 years) is based
on scientific evidence and is in
line with the WHO recom-
mendations,' Chairman of
COVID-19 Working Group of
National Technical Advisory
Group on Immunisation Dr
NK Arora said.

The primary focus was
immunisation of children with
comorbidities but due to the
unavailability of data of such
children, we have decided to
open immunization for all the

children between the
age group of 12-15
years, said Dr Arora.

He further said,
"Almost three months
ago, the Standing
Technical Sub-
Committee (STSC) of
NTAGI meeting took
place where we sug-
gested that the vacci-
nation should be opened for all
the children between the age
group of 12-18 with comor-
bidities as and when approved
v a c c i n e
comes.”

Dr Arora also asked people
not to let their guards down
and follow Covid appropriate
behavior in view of rising
Omicron cases in several coun-
tries like China and Singapore.
“We are safe as most of the peo-
ple have been vaccinated. But
this should not make us com-
placent in view of the unpre-
dictable nature of the 
virus.”

An official from the Union
Health Ministry said that States
have been asked to organise
dedicated Covid vaccination
sessions through earmarked
centres, and train vaccinators to
avoid mixing of vaccines dur-
ing the inoculation of kids in
12-14 age-group.

The COVID-19 vaccine to
be administered would be

Corbevax manufactured by
Biological E. Limited,
Hyderabad. Beneficiaries can
get the shot after online regis-
tration (beginning 9 am on
Wednesday) or through onsite
walk-in.

As per the guidelines, two
doses of Biological E's intra-
muscular vaccine Corbevax
would be administered to the
beneficiaries in the 12-14 years
age group at an interval of 28
days. All beneficiaries born in
2010 or earlier — those who
have already attained the age of
12 years — will be able to reg-
ister on CoWIN, says the
guidelines.

The states were also
advised to ensure judicious
utilisation of available COVID-
19 vaccines. As per earlier
guidelines, states can replace
those that are due for expiry
and also replace them from one
district within the state to
another to ensure that vaccines
are not wasted.

�������
����
�������
�
��������	

In an effort to hone its capa-
bilities to fight in all kinds of

terrain and weather, the para-
commandos and Special Forces
carried out two-day drill in the
peninsular region of the coun-
try on March 14 and 15.

This drill came days after
the commandos carried out a
similar drill in the strategical-
ly important Siliguri corridor
near Sikkim.  Two similar exer-
cises were conducted near the
Line of Actual Control(LAC)in
Ladakh and  Port Blair in
Andaman and Nicobar Islands
last year.

The latest exercise saw the
army carrying out a two-day
airborne insertion and rapid
response exercise in the coun-
try's peninsular region in sync
with its overall approach to
maintain operational readi-
ness, officials said here on

Tuesday.
The exercise that conclud-

ed on Tuesday involved
advanced aerial insertion tech-
niques, or air dropping of sol-
diers, "combat free fall" and
integrated battle drills by air-
borne and Special Forces
troops.

The airborne and Special
Forces of the Indian Army
practiced their aerial insertion
capability and rapid response
anywhere on the mainland
and in its island territories, in
an airborne exercise in
Peninsular India on March 14
and 15, officials said here on
Tuesday. As regards the impor-
tance of the Siliguri corridor
where the Army conducted
the drill ten days back, they said
it is a stretch of land bordering
Nepal, Bhutan and Bangladesh.
It connects the Northeast
region with the rest of India
and is considered crucial from
the military perspective.
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China’s aggressive posturing
in the Indo-Pacific region

and continuing stand-offs at the
Line of Actual Control (LAC)
in Eastern Ladakh are likely fig-
ure prominently in the talks
between Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Japanese
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida
here on Saturday.  The two lead-
ers are also likely to review the
situation arising due to the
Ukraine crisis.

The Japanese prime minis-
ter will visit New Delhi for a day
and will leave for Cambodia the
next day, sources said here on
Tuesday.  Besides security relat-
ed issues, the two leaders will
also explore ways to further
enhance their ties in the field of
trade and commerce and more
bullet train projects besides
the Mumbai-Ahmedabad cor-
ridor, they said.

The 17-billion dollar pro-
ject was inaugurated in 2017 by
former Japanese PM Shinzo
Abe and Modi. The project is

largely funded by loans from
Japan’s International
Cooperation Agency (JICA).

The annual summit
between the two leaders was
put off several times since 2019
due to various reasons.  The
upcoming event comes at a
time when this year marks the
70th anniversary of the estab-
lishment of India-Japan bilateral
ties.  The two leaders will also
discuss the upcoming QUAD
summit in Tokyo.

India and Japan have forged
a “Special Strategic and Global
Partnership,” and started annu-
al summit level talks in 2005.
The talks are held alternately
between the two countries each
year. The last in-person, 13th

annual summit was held in
2018 when Prime Minister
Modi visited Japan.

Abe’s visit for the 14th
annual summit was cancelled at
the last minute as he was due to
visit Guwahati when protests
against the Citizenship
Amendment Act broke out in
2019.  The covid pandemic
forced postponement of sum-
mit in 2020.  The two Prime
Ministers held telephonic talks
in September 2020. 

Modi then met Abe’s suc-
cessor Yoshihide Suga for a
summit on the sideline of the
first in-person meeting of the
heads of states of Quad nations
in Washington last year hosted
by the US.
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A‘Chair of Excellence’ in
memory of India’s first

Chief of Defence Staff
(CDS)General Bipin Rawat will
be set up at the United Services
Service Institution(USI), a lead-
ing military think tank.

The announcement in this
regard by Army Chief General
M M Naravane here on
Tuesday came a day ahead of
the 65th birthday of General
Rawat.  He was killed in a heli-
copter crash near Coonoor in
Tamil Nadu on December 8
along with his wife Madhulika
and 12 armed forces personnel.

The 'General Bipin Rawat
memorial Chair of Excellence'
will focus on the field of joint-
ness and integration among the
armed forces.

"Late General Bipin Rawat
who served as India's first CDS
as well as the 27th Chief of
Indian Army was an outstand-
ing professional and was in the

midst of steering one of
the most radical transfor-
mations of the Indian mil-
itary," the Army said.

"The Chair of
Excellence is a befitting
tribute to the astute lead-
ership and professional-
ism of the General," it said
in a statement.  Naravane
said General Rawat was
passionate about strategic
thoughts and invested
considerable time and
energy in the activities of var-
ious think tanks.

"And, therefore, his 65th
birthday provided an oppor-
tune moment to reinforce the
services' bond with their intel-
lectual institutions. The Chair
will be open to veterans of three
services and civilians having
expertise in the field of nation-
al security," Naravane said.

The topic for this year's
research has been chosen as
"jointness and integration in
the context of land warfare in

India", officials said. They said
the 'Chair of Excellence' will be
open to all veteran officers of
the armed forces and civilians
having expertise in the field of
national security and military
affairs.  The period of research
would be from July 1 for a peri-
od of one year, every year.

General Rawat took charge
as the first CDS on January 1,
2020, with a mandate to bring
in convergence in the func-
tioning of the Army, the Navy
and the Indian Air Force and
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AParliamentary panel on
Tuesday said that the min-

imum monthly pension of Rs
1,000 for subscribers of the
pension scheme run by retire-
ment fund body Employees'
Provident Fund Organisation (
EPFO) is "grossly inadequate"
and it is imperative for the
labour ministry to pursue a
proposal for raising the
amount.

"...Rs 1000 per month pen-
sion which was fixed eight
years back appears to be gross-
ly inadequate now", the
Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Labour said in
its 30th report on Demand for
Grants , tabled in Parliament
on Tuesday,

The panel said it becomes
imperative on the part of the
Ministry of Labour and
Employment to pursue the
matter with the Ministry of
Finance for obtaining adequate
budgetary support as recom-
mended by the High-
Empowered Monitoring

Committee, besides impressing
upon the EPFO (Employees'
Provident Fund Organisation)
to make an actuarial assess-
ment of all its pension schemes
so that the monthly member
pension is enhanced to a rea-
sonable extent.

The panel noted that in
2018, the ministry constituted
a High-Empowered
Monitoring Committee for
complete evaluation and review
of the Employees Pension
Scheme, 1995.  That commit-
tee in its report had inter-alia
recommended that minimum
monthly pension payable to the
member/widow/widower pen-
sioner may be raised to at least
Rs 2,000, provided annual bud-
getary provision for the same is
made, it stated.

However, it also noted that
the Ministry of Finance has not
agreed to any such enhance-
ment in minimum pension
beyond Rs 1,000 per month.
The parliamentary panel found
that the issue has been dis-
cussed in detail by several
committees which have come

to the conclusion that unless
the actuarial assessment of
surplus/deficit of EPFO's pen-
sion schemes is made, revision
of the monthly pension cannot
be done.

It also said difficulties are
being faced by EPFO members
for e-nomination, especially
by those who retired before
2015, as well as in the func-
tioning of the Online Transfer
Claim Portal (OTCP).  While
taking note of the appreciable
efforts made by the EPFO to
maximise use of information
and technology tools in line
with Digital India initiative, the
panel suggested that the retire-
ment fund body should strive
further to usher in systemic
improvements to address the
problems faced in e-nomina-
tion.

The pane further noted
that out of the target of 71.80
lakh beneficiaries by March 31,
2022 under the Atmanirbhar
Bharat Rojgar Yojana (ABRY),
a total of 47.06 lakh employees
have benefited as on February
6, 2022. 
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Myopia (near-sightedness)
is already an emerging

public health problem in both
urban and rural school going
adolescents in India. With the
Covid-19 induced impact of
digital screen time being
feared to cause its progression.,
Ophthalmologists from the
Dr RP Centre of AIIMS, Delhi,
are mulling a study in this
regard to frame corrective
steps.

Dr JS Titiyal, Chief of RP
Centre, AIIMS, Delhi, said
there have been complaints of
Myopia progression among
children. “But we do not have
exact data for India. The
results could be alarming. We
are working on a strategy to
assess the extent of the pro-

gression stage,” he told The
Pioneer.

It is important to study the
habits that increase Myopia
among children who have
been left to rely on digital
devices to continue with their
education.

Uncorrected Myopia can
result in an increased number
of blindness, and the risk of
retinal detachments, glaucoma
and age-related macular
degeneration while an increase
in Myopia could lead to many
not having access to services
for prescriptions, thereby
increasing amblyopia.

Doctors point out that
among the risks to eye health
associated with the use of dig-
ital devices are unstable binoc-
ular vision (using both eyes
adequately to create a single

visual image), eye strain,
uncorrected refractive error
and dry eyes.

Health experts advise that
kids should spend time out-
doors, especially in early child-
hood, as it can slow the pro-
gression of nearsightedness.

According to a review
paper, published in the Journal
of School Health and led by
Anglia Ruskin University
(ARU), various research stud-
ies showed a consistent picture
of increased digital screen
time for children and adoles-
cents across the countries.

The review also reported
that “children and adolescents
often use several devices at
once, for example to browse
social media on their phone
while watching content on
another device. Switching

between devices increases the
strain on the eye by 22 per
cent, as this entails switching
distances between different
devices, forcing the eyes to
adjust.”

The WHO has also raised
alarm that the prevalence of
myopia is increasing at an
alarming rate; 1.89 billion
people in the world have
myopia.

According to a study pub-
lished in the PloS One journal
by Indian doctors in 2020
there is an increasing trend of
myopia in India over the last
four decades. It showed “crude
prevalence of myopia over the
last four decades is 7.5 per cent
in the 5-15-year age group,
being 8.5 per cent and 6.1 per
cent in urban and rural school
going children respectively.”
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With the rise in the maxi-
mum temperature in

most parts of the country, the
India Meteorological
Department (IMD) predicted a
heat wave to severe heat wave
in some parts of Saurashtra,
Kutch, Konkan and West
Rajasthan and heat wave con-
ditions over West Madhya
Pradesh, Gujarat region, East
Rajasthan and Odisha.

“Heat wave to severe heat
wave condition alert for some
parts of Saurashtra, Kutch,
Konkan and West Rajasthan
and heat wave conditions over
West Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat
region, East Rajasthan and
Odisha,” it said. This heat wave
is essentially a period of abnor-
mally high temperatures that
are higher than the normal

maximum summer tempera-
tures for that particular 
region.

“Weather likely to be dry
over most parts of the country
except light isolated rainfall
over Kerala & Mahe during

next 5 days; over South Interior
Karnataka during 17 th -19 th;
Tamilnadu, Puducherry &
Karaikal on 18th & 19th
March,” it added. The IMD pre-
dicted that a low pressure area
is likely to form over Indian

Ocean and adjoining south
west Bay of Bengal in the next
24 hours.

The IMD predicted severe
heatwave conditions in
Mumbai on Tuesday and
Wednesday. The situation is
expected to improve by
Thursday, it added.  At the
same time, the temperature in
Delhi will also increase
between 36 and 37 degree
Celsius by March 18.

The IMD said that the
maximum temperatures were
above normal by 3-6°C at most
places over Punjab and
Uttarakhand; at many places
over Jammu-Kashmir-Ladakh-
Gilgit-Baltistan-Muzaffarabad;
at a few places over Himachal
Pradesh, West Rajasthan and
Saurashtra & Kutch; at isolat-
ed places over East Rajasthan
and Gujarat Region.
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has

attached over Rs 21.5 crore in
five separate cases of money
laundering across the country,
including assets worth Rs 1.04
crore of two Gujarat-based
businessmen, who allegedly
sold "fake" Remdesivir injec-
tions packaged in the style of a
reputed brand during the sec-
ond wave of the Covid pan-
demic last year.

Kaushal Mahendra Bhai
Vora and Punit Gunvantlal
Shah manufactured fake injec-
tions of the antiviral drug at a
farmhouse-cum-manufactur-
ing facility in Surat and sold
them in Madhya Pradesh and
some other states, the agency
said.

“The said fake Remdesivir
injections were being manu-
factured by mixing glucose
and salt in the deceptively sim-
ilar bottles having similar stick-
ers to that of branded original
injections. Empty bottles of
the same size and similar

appearance, huge quantities of
glucose and salt, huge packing
material, fake stickers and other
raw materials in huge quanti-
ties were seized during the
raids conducted at the farm-
house-cum-manufacturing
facility at Surat by the Morbi
Police, Gujarat,” the ED said in
a statement.

"The accused sold fake
Remdesivir injections to vari-
ous vendors who further sold
the same to needy retail cus-
tomers at exorbitant prices. In
some cases, the injections were
directly sold to retail customers
who were identified by the
accused persons through social
media platforms during the
peak of the second wave of
COVID-19," it said.

Huge number of fake
Remdesivir injections were
purchased and injected to var-
ious patients at "exorbitant
prices" by a hospital based in
Madhya Pradesh, the ED probe
found.

The anti-viral drug was
part of the clinical management
of coronavirus patients.

Of the attached assets, Rs
89.20 lakh cash was found in
possession of Vora, who "mas-
terminded" the entire conspir-
acy of manufacturing fake
Remdesivir injections and Rs
11.50 lakh cash and Rs 3.92
lakh worth deposits in bank
were found in possession of
Shah, the co-conspirator in
the production and supply of
the fake injections.

In a separate case, Rs 1.5
crore of former Odisha BJD
MLA Anam Naik was attached
by the ED under the anti-
money laundering law while it
attached 15 immovable prop-
erties worth more than Rs
13.51 crore in Servomax India
Private Limited bank fraud
case worth Rs 402 
crore.

The ED also attached assets
worth Rs 3.94 crore in a case
registered against Nalini Prusty,
an Odisha Financial Service
officer, Bijaya Ketan Sahoo, an
OAS officer (her husband) and
others for “assets dispropor-
tionate to their known source
of income”.
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday said it would set

up a Bench to hear on
Wednesday a plea challenging
the grant of bail by the
Allahabad High Court to
Ashish Mishra, son of Union
Minister Ajay Mishra, in con-
nection with the Lakhimpur
Kheri violence. A bench head-
ed by Chief Justice NV
Ramana took note of the sub-
mission of lawyer Prashant
Bhushan, appearing for some
farmers, that there was an
attack on one of the prime wit-
nesses of the case where eight
people, including four farmers, 
dead. 

The people who attacked
the witness threatened by say-
ing “now that BJP has won,
they will take care of him,”
Bhushan said, adding that
other co-accused are also seek-
ing bail  relying on the
Allahabad High Court order
granting bail to Ashish Mishra.
The CJI said he would consti-
tute the bench which had

heard the case earlier and list
it  for hearing on 
Wednesday. 

A bench of the CJI and
Justices Surya Kant and Hima
Kohli had earlier heard the
case pertaining to the incident
that had left eight people,
including four farmers, dead
and had appointed a former
judge of the Punjab and
Haryana High Court, to mon-
itor the probe. On March 11,
the top court had agreed to list
for hearing on Tuesday the
plea seeking cancellation of
Mishra's bail in the case. 

A single-judge bench of
the high court, on February
10, had granted bail to Mishra
who had spent four months in
custody. Three family mem-
bers of farmers who were
killed in the violence have
sought a stay on the February
10 bail order of the high court,
saying the verdict was “unsus-
tainable in the eyes of law as
there has been no meaningful
and effective assistance by the
state to the court in the mat-
ter”.
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Naxal violence in the coun-
try has reduced by 77 per

cent, from an all-time high of
2,258 in 2009 to 509 in 2021,
Union Minister Nityanand Rai
told the Lok Sabha on Tuesday.
The MoS Home Affairs said the
Central Government has been
supplementing the efforts of
states as envisaged in the
'National Policy and Action
Plan to address Left Wing
Extremism', which was
launched in 2015. 

He said the steadfast imple-
mentation of the policy has
resulted in consistent decline in
violence and constriction of its
geographical spread. "The inci-
dents of LWE violence have
reduced by 77 per cent from an
all-time high of 2,258 in 2009
to 509 in 2021. Similarly, resul-
tant deaths  — civilians and
security personnel — have
reduced by 85 per cent from
all-time high of 1,005 in 2010
to 147 in 2021," he said while
replying to a written 
question.
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bolster the country's overall
military prowess.

A key mandate of the CDS
was to facilitate the restructur-
ing of military commands for
optimal utilisation of resources
by bringing about jointness in

operations, including through
the establishment of theatre
commands.  As the CDS,
General Rawat carried out the
extensive groundwork to roll
out tri-services reforms.
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The Bombay High Court
on Tuesday rejected the

interim bail application of
Maharashtra Minister and
senior NCP leader Nawab
Malik in a money laundering
case, after holding that the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
had duly followed the require-
ment under section 19 the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA), in
effecting Malik’s arrest.

Rejecting Malik’s con-
tention that his arrest was ille-
gal and his plea for interim bail,
a HC bench of Justices SM
Modak and PM Varale noted:
“In the present case, there is no
dispute on the factual aspect
that custody order is passed by
the competent Court of juris-
diction i.e., the Special Court
and secondly, merely because
the order is against the

Petitioner it cannot be termed
as patently illegal or suffers
from non application of mind.
In our opinion, this twin test is
duly applied in the present
matter.”

The HC bench also noted
that “... we find merit in the
submission of learned
Additional Solicitor General
(ASG) that the requirement of
Section 19 (of PMLA)   is duly
followed”.

“At this stage, we are not
impressed by the arguments of
learned Senior Advocate Shri
Desai that there is no act attrib-
utable to the Petitioner so as to
attract the provisions of the
PMLA, 2002,” the Judges noted.

Holding that the investi-
gation initiated by the ED was
at an initial stage, the bHC
bench observed that the court
was not expected to assess evi-
dence and record any finding
in respect of material collect-
ed by the probe agency. “So we
deem it proper to peruse them
(the papers) once the Petitioner
will argue the Petition to the
fullest extent,” the Judges noted.

Malik was arrested by the
ED officials on February 23 in
connection with the purchase
of a huge plot of plot of land at
“a throw-away price” from two

alleged henchmen of Karachi-
based Dawood Ibrahim. 

The ED’s contention is that
Malik and his family had pur-
chased  2.80 acre plot of land
from the “front men” of
Dawood Ibrahim's sister
Haseena Parker -- Mohammad
Salim Patel -- and 1993 blasts
accused Badshah Khan at a
throw away price in 2005.

In the backdrop of the
ED’s contention, the HC bench
noted: “When we have perused
the un-amended provisions of
Section 3 we may find that
“process or activity connected
with proceeds of crime” is one
of ingredient. It’s a wider term.
Its constitutional validity is
not challenged before us. So
prima facie we feel that the said
contention cannot be accepted

at this stage”.
“There is an FIR registered

by NIA dated 03.02.2022 and
on that basis there is ECIR reg-
istered on 14.02.2022. There
are also previous FIRs and on
that basis separate ECIR in the
year 2017 and 2019 were reg-
istered. Now the Enforcement
agency has merged them and
combined investigation is
undertaken... Considering all
the above referred grounds, we
are not inclined to allow the
prayers in the said applications.
Resultantly, Interim
Applications are rejected,” the
HC bench ruled.

After being in the custody
of ED for 12 days, Malik is cur-
rently in the Judicial custody till
March 21 in the money laun-
dering case. 
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The Bharatiya Janata Party,
after its second consecutive

victory in UP Assembly elec-
tions, has initiated the process for
the election of the Assembly
Speaker. Speaker of the 17th UP
Assembly, Hriday Narayan
Dikshit, had not contested the
Assembly election as he had
turned 75 years. The BJP is look-
ing for his successor in the new
Assembly.

“The exercise to elect the
new speaker will be conducted
after the swearing-in ceremony
of the chief minister and the cab-
inet. The names of Suresh
Khanna, Satish Mahana and
Ramapati Shastri are doing
rounds as prospective names for
the position,” a senior BJP leader
said.These leaders are senior-
most in terms of legislative expe-
rience among all BJP MLAs in
the state, he added.

A nine-time MLA from
Shahjahanpur, Khanna (68) has
served as a minister in the gov-
ernments of Yogi Adityanath,
Kalyan Singh, Rajnath Singh
and Ram Prakash Gupta. He was
also a minister of state in the
Bahujan Samaj Party-Bharatiya
Janata Party coalition govern-
ment headed by Mayawati in
2002. In the earlier Yogi
Adityanath-led government,

Khanna was minister for parlia-
mentary affairs, medical educa-
tion and finance.

Mahana is another senior
BJP MLA who is being consid-
ered for the post of assembly
speaker. In his tenure as a legis-
lator, Mahana contested from
Kanpur Cantonment con-
stituency for the first five terms
and then from Maharajpur con-
stituency for the remaining
terms. The 61-year-old leader
also owns a business.

Like Khanna, Mahana has
also been a minister of state in
the governments led by Kalyan
Singh, Rajnath Singh, Ram
Prakash Gupta, Mayawati and
cabinet minister in the Yogi
Adityanath government.

The third name that is being
considered is Ramapati Shastri,
72, who is the newly elected
MLA from Mankapur (SC) seat
in Gonda district. The agricul-
turist-turned-politician has
served as a cabinet minister in
the governments of Kalyan
Singh, Rajnath Singh and Yogi
Adityanath. He is a six-term
MLA.

“As he belongs to the
Scheduled Caste community,
Shastri’s name is under consid-
eration. His appointment as the
assembly speaker will send out
a strong message to the Dalits,”
a party leader observed. 
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Cracks are developing in the
Samajwadi Party-led

alliance as one of its partners,
Mahan Dal president Keshav
Maurya, has indicated parting
company with the main
Opposition party. 

Samajwadi Party on
Monday had advised its leaders
and the leaders of the allies to
refrain from making statements
to the media.

The Mahan Dal president
attacked SP leader Swami
Prasad Maurya who lost the
Assembly election from
Fazilnagar constituency in
Deoria district.

Questioning the entry of
Swami Prasad Maurya in the
Samajwadi Party ahead of the
UP Assembly elections, the
Mahan Dal leader said, “Swami
Prasad Maurya’s entry in the
Samajwadi Party was a con-
spiracy by the Bharatiya Janata
Party. Maurya was drafted in the
Samajwadi Party at the behest of
the BJP with a clear political
design.”

Swami Prasad Maurya was
labour minister in the Yogi
Adityanath government and
had joined the Samajwadi Party
in January.

“With the entry of Swami
Prasad Maurya a sense of com-
placency gripped the Samajwadi
Party. The SP became confident
that it would now get the major-
ity of votes of the Other
Backward Classes (OBCs). The
SP leadership should have
realised that no particular leader
commands the votes, it is the
political party which has the
vote bank,” the Mahan Dal
president said.  

He charged that due to the
influence of Swami Prasad
Maurya, the full potential of
Mahan Dal was not used dur-
ing the elections.

“The overconfidence of
Swami Prasad Maurya proved
to be a disaster for the

Samajwadi Party as he led
Akhilesh Yadav to be compla-
cent about closely contested
UP assembly elections,” the
Mahan Dal president said, and
added, “Swami Prasad Maurya
has lost the confidence of the
people and he could not even
win the election but he is in the
habit of making tall claims.”

“Mahan Dal was not given
due importance in seat distrib-
ution among the allies of the
Samajwadi Party. Mahan Dal
was given only two seats while
more seats were given to
Rashtriya Lok Dal and Apna
Dal (Kamerawadi). If the
Samajwadi Party fails to honour
the allies and does not give due
importance to us then the
Mahan Dal will be constrained
to explore other options,” said
Mahan Dal president Keshav
Maurya.

Pitted in a direct contest
with the BJP, the SP increased
its seat tally and its vote share by
11 per cent but fell way short of
the half-way mark of 202 in the
UP assembly. In 2017, when the
SP fought the polls in alliance
with the Congress, it had won
47 seats, with a vote share of
21.28 per cent. This time, it has
won 111 seats with a vote share
of 32 per cent.

After losing the 2017
assembly election and the set-
back in the 2019 Lok Sabha
polls, Akhilesh Yadav decided
against alliance with former
partners Congress and Bahujan
Samaj Party. For 2022 assembly
elections, Akhilesh made more
strategic alliances, with small
caste-based parties, thus forging
cohesive, calculated vote banks.
These included Om Prakash
Rajbhar’s Suheldev Bhartiya
Samaj Party (SBSP), Mahan
Dal led by Keshav Dev Maurya,
Janwadi Party (Socialist) led by
Sanjay Singh Chauhan, Apna
Dal-Kamerawadi led by Union
Minister Anupriya Patel’s moth-
er Krishna Patel, and most
importantly the RLD in western.

��
� �������%�	-
�	���*����
���
	���
2
'
	�&
������
���

���
���0
6�>�

Bahujan Samaj Party chief
Mayawati, on Tuesday,

called the present time as
“chamcha era” and said that it
was very difficult to stick to the
mission shown by Dr Bhimrao
Ambedkar but still her party
would carry its struggle and
move forward on the path
shown by the great Dalit scions.

Remembering the party’s
founder Kanshi Ram on his
birth anniversary here on
Tuesday, Mayawati said that
only the struggle of the BSP to
bring crores of Dalits, adivasis,
backwards and other oppressed
people out of the life of help-
lessness and make them stand
on their feet, was a true tribute
to Manyavar Kanshi Ram ji.

Mayawati said that she
fought hard for life and made
infinite sacrifices to bring alive
the humanitarian movement of
Babasaheb Dr Bhimrao
Ambedkar's self-respect. “It
also earned a lot of success on
its strength and gave a new
dimension to the politics of the
country,” she added.

Referring to the work done
by Kanshi Ram, Mayawati said,
"In order to make the memo-
ries of such a great man, dur-
ing the BSP governments in UP,
many grand sites, parks, edu-
cational institutions, hospitals
and residential buildings have
been named in his name.
Colonies etc. were built and

public welfare schemes were
run. Manyavar Kanshi Ramji
memorial established in the
capital Lucknow is the most
prominent among them.”

In the wake of the recent
defeat in UP, Mayawati said, "In
fact it is in the present cham-
cha era that the BSP is still
devoted to the missionary car-
avan of Dr Ambedkar by the
money earned through blood
and sweat. Standing on the
strength of the money earned
through hard work is not a
minor thing, but a big thing,
which is the result of this
movement and on the basis of
which the BSP has also earned
many historical successes espe-
cially in UP.

“In the future also, we have
to remain persistent in the
struggle with our principles at
any cost,” she asserted, claim-
ing that the BSP would again
come to power.Meanwhile, in
wake of the humiliating defeat
in the Uttar Pradesh assembly
elections, Bahujan Samaj Party
chief Mayawati has taken a big
decision.

She replaced Ritesh Pandey
as the leader of the party in the
Lok Sabha with Girish Chandra
Jatav. Sangeeta Azad will
replace Girish Chandra Jatav as
the chief whip. Mayawati has
given this information by writ-
ing a letter to Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla. This deci-
sion of Mayawati is being
linked to the party's defeat in

the UP elections and a change
in the party's strategy regard-
ing the next Lok Sabha elec-
tions.

Mayawati has written a
letter to Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla, giving information about
the changes, saying that the
party has now nominated
Girish Chandra Jatav in place
of Ritesh Pandey, the leader of
the party in the Lok Sabha.

Ram Shiromani Verma will
become the deputy leader.

It has been decided to
make Sangeeta Azad the chief
whip in place of Girish
Chandra Jatav.

The BSP has suffered a
crushing defeat in the Uttar
Pradesh assembly elections. If
the party won just one seat, its
vote share also came down by
about 10 per cent. It is believed
that after this defeat, Mayawati
can make a big change in the
party organisation in the com-
ing days.

Ritesh Pandey was given
the responsibility in January
2020BSP chief Mayawati made
Ambedkar Nagar MP Ritesh
Pandey the leader of the party
in the Lok Sabha in January
2020. Mayawati had then said
that being the leader of the
party in the Lok Sabha and the
BSP president of Uttar Pradesh,
being from the same commu-
nity, little had changed in it.
Instead of Danish Ali, Ritesh
Pandey was made the leader of
BSP in the Lok Sabha.
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Two days after Mamata
Banerjee announced her

decision to nominate veteran
cine star Shatrughan Sinha for
the Asansol Parliamentary by-
elections, the former Union
Minister on Tuesday said that
he had joined the Trinamool
Congress and would feel hon-
oured to fight under the lead-
ership of a “mass leader” like
the Bengal Chief Minister.

Terming Banerjee the
“tigress of Bengal” Sinha wrote
on the twitter “Happy to share
that on an invite from our own,
tigress of Bengal, tried, tested,
successful honourable CM,
Bengal … I have joined TMC.

Shall be contesting under
the dynamic leadership of a
great lady, great leader of the
masses in true sense, Mamata
Banerjee.”

Sinha, a veteran BJP leader
and a Union Minister in the
Atal Behari Vajpayee candidate,
had left that party to join the
Congress. He however lost to
BJP nominee Ravi Shankar
Prasad from Patna Sahib con-
stituency in 2019 general elec-
tions.

Banerjee had on Sunday
said that Sinha would be con-
testing on Trinamool Congress
ticket from Asansol, a seat that
fell vacant after the sitting MP
and former Union Minister
Babul Supriyo left the BJP.

He too subsequently joined
the Bengal ruling outfit and has
been chosen by Banerjee as her
party’s nominee for the
Ballygunge Assembly seat
which too fell vacant after the
death of the veteran TMC
leader and Bengal minister
Subroto Mukherjee.

Sinha who earlier said that
his “association with Bengal is
half-a-century old” apparently
referring to his role in Bengali
film Jaban said winning would
not be difficult for him with
“Mamata ji by my side.”

With an apparent reference
of the BJP’s “outsider” barbs -
-- an accusation that the Chief
Minister herself leveled on the
BJP leadership ahead of the last
year’s Assembly elections when
the national leaders camped in
Bengal to campaign for the saf-
fron party --- Sinha claimed
that he could speak Bengali and
Hindi equally.

“I can speak Bengali like I
speak Hindi. And in Asansol,
I will be speaking in both
when I meet people from all
walks of life. I want to be in
their hearts,” Sinha also referred

to as Bihari babu said.
Asansol, the second largest

city of Bengal and an industri-
al belt is known to have a sub-
stantial section of Hindi-speak-
ing voters. “Almost 50 percent
voters of this constituency
speak Hindi though not all of
them come from Bihar … and
many of them are Sikhs,
Marwaris etc.,” said a local
Trinamool Congress leader
adding “this is a master stroke
that Didi has given to offset
BJP’s general following among
the Hindi-speaking popula-
tion.

“While Sinha has his own
charishma, the Chief Minister’s
personal appeal will definitely
carry the day for him.”

Meanwhile, sources in the
Election Commission of India
said that there were little
chances of changing the dates
of elections that has been
scheduled for April 12. Earlier
the State Government had writ-
ten to the ECI requesting for a
change of date considering the
Higher Secondary (Class XII)
exams the dates of which fall on
April 11 and 13.
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On the direction of Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath

to further improve the law and
order situations and to effec-
tively control crimes in Uttar
Pradesh, efforts have been
started by the Home depart-
ment.

An action plan is being
prepared for this, in which
short-term, medium-term and
long-term goals will be set.

According to an official
communique, a high-level
meeting was held at the
Command Centre here on
Tuesday under the chairman-
ship of Additional Chief
Secretary (Home) Awanish
Kumar Awasthi, in which the
senior officials of the Home
department deliberated in this
regard and had a preliminary
brainstorming session.

The proposed scheme is
being considered for imple-

mentation in three phases. For
this, it has been proposed to fix
short-term goals of one to two
years, medium-term goals for
two to five years and long-term
goals of more than five years.
On this basis, the police
department and its various
units and the police at the dis-
trict level will be made strong
and effective in a planned
manner.

In the meeting, after dis-
cussing the initial proposal
prepared by the Police depart-
ment, discussions were held on
various points like budget plan
etc for making it more rational
and practical.

For the strengthening of
law and order, the control
command centre will be
equipped with more robust
and state-of-the-art resources.
Social media cells will be made
more effective. Similar action
is being planned to be taken at
district level also. 
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Congress general secretary
and UP in-charge Priyanka

Gandhi Vadra has summoned
senior leaders from Uttar
Pradesh with a review report
on the reasons for the defeat of
the party in the UP Assembly
elections.

Meanwhile, Congress
supremo Sonia Gandhi has
asked the presidents of the
Pradesh Congress Committees
of Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Punjab, Goa and Manipur to
put in their resignations to
facilitate reorganisation of
PCCs, Congress leader
Randeep Singh Surjewala said
in a tweet on Tuesday.

Now UPCC chief Ajay
Kumar Lallu has to resign.

In the review meeting held
at the Congress headquarters
here on Monday, the candidates
enumerated the reasons for
their defeat. Only two Congress
MLAs, including the party’s
leader in state assembly,
Aradhana Mishra ‘Mona’, have
won the election.

Vadra on Tuesday evening
also held discussions with the
leaders on the reasons behind

the party’s debacle in New
Delhi.

Earlier, party national sec-
retaries Tauqir Alam, Pradeep
Narwal, Rajesh Tiwari, Bajirao
Khade and Satyanarayan Patel
and UPCC president Ajay
Kumar Lallu held a meeting
with the candidates and office-
bearers and inquired about the
reasons for the defeat.

Many candidates com-
plained of non-support of the
organisation and no help by
local leaders. Most of the can-
didates attributed the election
to direct fight between the two
parties as the reason for the
defeat of the Congress candi-
dates as well as those of
Bahujan Samaj Party.

At the same time, the can-
didates were also asked which
people helped them and how
many did good work. Many
candidates also shared their
experiences in writing.

They also highlighted the
high command's failure to
build cadres and to keep the
leaders with a significant voter
base in their areas in the party
fold.

Sources in the party said
that before the elections, organ-

isational leaders had assured
that at least 10-member com-
mittees were formed at every
booth before the election but
many candidates got less than
1,000 votes in assemblies hav-
ing about 400 booths.

“We were told that 10
youth committees were formed
at the booth level in every con-
stituency. There are about 400
booths in every assembly seg-
ment. But a candidate getting
1,200-1,500 votes means that
even those 10 members that
party claimed were party work-
ers did not vote for the party
nominees,' said a party candi-
date, and added, “Not even
women got votes.”

Nearly all the leaders were
unanimous that AICC gener-
al secretary Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra worked hard and came
up with ideas that could have
clicked but said there was no
cadre on the ground to “exe-
cute” the ideas.

Interestingly, some of the
candidates who attended
Monday’s meeting, on request
of anonymity, revealed that
the seriousness of the top lead-
ership in UP as well as those
looking on behalf of AICC

could be gauged from the fact
that they were playing games or
watching videos on their
mobile phones when they were
sharing the reasons for their
defeats.

It may be mentioned that
Congress candidates have not
been able to perform well in the
elections. Only two leaders,
Aradhana Mishra `Mona’ and
Virendra Chowdhary, have
won. While four candidates
were at number two position,
387 candidates forfeited their
deposits.

Priyanka Gandhi also
made a new experiment under
the `Ladki Hoon, Lad Sakti
Hoon’ campaign and gave 40
per cent tickets to women but
the move failed as except for
Aradhana Mishra, who is
already a two-time MLA, all
other women candidates lost
their deposits.
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Days after one of its
unarmed supersonic mis-

sile crashed into Pakistan, India
on Tuesday asserted its missile
system was reliable and the
safety procedures were of the
highest order.

Giving this assurance in
Parliament, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh expressed
“regret” over the incident.
Noting that the accidental fir-
ing was taken seriously by the
Government, Rajnath also
informed both Houses that a
high level probe was ordered to
find out the cause. 

A review of standard oper-
ating procedures was also ini-
tiated, he said. In his statement
in the Rajya Sabha, the Minister
said, “I would like to brief this
august House about an incident
that took place on  March 9,
2022

.  This incident relates to

inadvertent release of a missile
during inspection. During rou-
tine maintenance and inspec-
tion, a missile was accidental-
ly released at around 7 pm.” 

The Minister said it was
later learnt that the missile had
landed inside the territory of
Pakistan. “While this incident
is regretted, we are relieved that
nobody was hurt due to the
accident. I would like to inform
the august House that
Government has taken serious
note of the incident,” he said. 

Pointing out that
Government has ordered a
high-level inquiry to deter-
mine the exact cause of the
accident, the Minister said a
review of the Standard
Operating Procedures for oper-
ations, maintenance and
inspections was being con-
ducted. “We attach highest pri-
ority to safety and security of
our weapon systems. 

If any shortcoming is
found, the same would be

immediately rectified, he said.
“I can assure the House that the
missile system is very reliable
and safe.  

Moreover, our safety pro-
cedures and protocols are of the
highest order and are reviewed
from time to time. Our Armed
Forces are well-trained and
disciplined and are well expe-
rienced in handling such sys-
tems,” he said. A missile
launched from a base in Sirsa
crashed more than 140 km
inside Pakistan in an area
called Mian Channu.

Pakistan summoned the
Indian Charge d’Affaires in
Islamabad two days later to
lodge a protest. 

It also called for a joint
probe by both the countries
while expressing dissatisfac-
tion over an Indian Defence
Ministry statement regretting
the incident. 

Islamabad termed the
statement as a “simplistic expla-
nation.” Backing India’s stand,
the United States said there is
no indication that the recent
firing of a missile from India
which landed in Pakistan was
anything other than accidental.
While China had backed
Pakistan’s demand for a joint
probe, the US said it was an
accident. “We have no indica-
tion, as you also heard from our
Indian partners, that this inci-
dent was anything other than
an accident," State Department
spokesperson Ned Price told
reporters at his daily news
conference on Monday.
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nuclear test in 1964), or the
intimidating sailing of the US
7th fleet flotilla in 1971, were
staring concerns of regional
and strategic threats that war-
ranted hedging its own
options, deterrences and
asserting its sovereign free-
dom of action. India demon-
strated its N-capability with
‘Smiling Buddha’ in 1974
(albeit calling it ‘peaceful
nuclear explosion’).

Nonetheless, this opposi-
tion to signing the NPT has
put India in an unlikely set of
non-signatories (each for dif-
ferent reasons) with Israel,
North Korea, Pakistan and
South Sudan. However, unlike
many NPT signatories and
especially of the ‘haves’, India’s
responsible behaviour towards
non-proliferation speaks for
itself. Delhi remained commit-
ted to any non-discriminato-
ry treaty that truly entailed fair
play and guaranteed security
amongst all, without privilege
to some. India has a policy of
credible minimum deterrence
based on ‘no-first-use’ and
‘non-use’ of nuclear weapons
against non-nuclear weapon
States. Unlike China, Russia or
the US, it has undertaken no
territorial expansionist
endeavours. Despite being
routinely chided as an outlier
from the prism of NPT, India’s

insistence on the proof of the
pudding in terms of efficacy or
consequential sovereign
behaviour has been its com-
pelling case.

In 1991, when Ukraine
broke from the USSR con-
struct, it had one-third of the
entire Soviet nuclear arsenal
and means of production —
notionally, third largest
nuclear stockpile (1,700 war-
heads) in the world. It could
have practically persisted with
its nuclear deterrence status
given the inheritance and
availability of the wherewith-
al, but it traded the same for
financial compensation and
ostensible security assurances
from three of the five ‘nuclear
weapon States’ as per NPT
(Russia, US and United
Kingdom) under the Budapest
Memorandum. It was a move
made in good faith on the
word of the ‘haves’. The mem-
orandum had explicitly noted,
among many guarantees, “to
respect the independence and
sovereignty and the existing
borders of Ukraine” as also
“reaffirm their obligation to
refrain from the threat or use
of force against the territorial
integrity or political indepen-
dence of Ukraine”. It had fur-
ther captured “to refrain from
economic coercion designed
to subordinate” and, above all,

“to provide assistance to
Ukraine, as a non-nuclear
weapon State party to the
treaty on the non-proliferation
of nuclear weapons, if Ukraine
should become a victim of
aggression or an object of a
threat of aggression”. Today, as
Russia unconcernedly vio-
lates Ukraine’s territorial
integrity, and the US and UK
(as principal components of
Nato) leave Ukraine high and 
dry —the assurances of
Budapest Memorandum
sound so hollow.

Despite the 2014 annex-
ation of Crimea, Ukraine had
cavalierly persisted with reaf-
firming its 1994 decision
towards NPT. Calls by odd
Ukrainian parliamentarians
and security strategists to
arm themselves, too, went
unheeded. Instead, Vladimir
Putin had brazenly invoked
N-weapons in defending
Crimea, just like he has again
dangerously posited the lan-
guage of nuclear weapons
today. In 2019, Secretary of
the Ukrainian National
Security and Defence Council
admitted “nuclear disarma-
ment was a historic mistake”
and that “guarantees given to
us are not even worth the
paper they are written on”. It
was a classic case of fatally late
realisation.

Ensuing drama of the
hopeless Ukrainian situation
validates the Indian perspec-
tive of securing its sovereign
and strategic interests, and
not falling for the NPT trap.
As Kyiv desperately beseech-
es Delhi to intervene, mem-
ories of Ukraine condemning
India’s nuclear re-testing
(‘Operation Shakti’) in 1998
is a conveniently forgotten
footnote. India has consis-
tently charted its own securi-
ty considerations beyond the
NPT imperatives, which have
delivered far more responsi-
ble outcomes than those of
most NPT signatories.

(The writer, a military vet-
eran, is a former Lt Governor
of Andaman & Nicobar Islands
and Puducherry. The views
expressed are personal.)
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Sir — I recently came across the news of
a woman who was sexually harassed amid
a crowd by three men but the only action
the onlookers took was to record it on
their phones. It was a tribal woman and
the incident took place at a tribal festi-
val in Alirajpur, Madhya Pradesh, last
Friday. There have been 15 arrests till now
but the point of concern is that no com-
plaint has been filed by the woman. Police
Superintendent Manoj Singh said that if
it was not for the incident’s video, they
would have never known about it.

There are two key issues here: The
response of the onlookers, and the
response of the woman. The ‘spectators’
rush to the spot as if it were an interest-
ing street show to be recorded. This
shows how normal such incidents are for
them. Two, the victim didn’t come out
to file a complaint. So either she isn’t
aware of her rights, or she is ashamed of
the mishap and society’s reaction. It
shows us people’s outlook towards
women in Madhya Pradesh, especially
tribal women. It again underlines the
need for civic education among tribals
and rural people. They need to be made
aware of the laws; education can change
their mindset.

Archan Kundu | Kolkata
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Sir — There has been a consistent demand
from various sections of the society for a
higher tax burden on tobacco manufac-
turers in our country since quite a lot of
revenue is generated from the sale of
tobacco and affiliated products. Increasing
excise duty on all tobacco products can be
an effective policy measure to address the
immediate need of the economy battered
by the Coronavirus pandemic over the last
two years. It will not only help the Union
Government generate more revenue but,
at the same time, limit the use of tobac-
co, thereby reducing tobacco-related dis-
eases and COVID-related comorbidities.

Also, the increase in the tax revenue
could significantly contribute to the
increased need for resources during the
pandemic, including vaccinations and fur-

ther augmenting the health infrastructure.
Reports reveal that tobacco use, which is
a slow-killing pandemic itself, claims the
lives of 13 lakh Indians every year.
Therefore, it is critical than ever before to
keep tobacco products out of the reach of
our youth and the underprivileged sec-
tions of the society. Raising taxes on tobac-
co products is perhaps the single most
effective way to reduce tobacco use and
save precious lives.

Ranganathan Sivakumar | Chennai
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Sir —What is the one absolute human
need? Some may think it’s equality, jus-
tice or love but the human mind craves
for freedom like nothing else: Freedom
to choose a career, freedom to love, free-
dom to live. In one sense, freedom is the
state of not being imprisoned. Patriots
fighting for India’s freedom from the
British, is a viable example. But in its
deeper sense, freedom holds a whole new

meaning. A man works to secure a future
for his children; a woman works to cre-
ate an identity. They seek freedom from
fear of not doing the right thing.

It is for freedom that millions of peo-
ple in Ukraine are fighting in the face of
death. When freedom of any kind, from
something or the true sense of it,
becomes the driving force of life, it
changes the course of history. Lord
Sidhartha sought freedom from suffer-
ing. For Eklavya, his journey was in the
pursuit of learning from the best, to be
free of ignorance by acquiring the most
coveted skills. And, searching for free-
dom, Sidhartha started Buddhism,
Eklavya became a symbol of determina-
tion and India earned its Independence.
Freedom is one of the most powerful
motives and pursuits.

Samriddhi Khandelwal | Gwalior

� ( � * 1 � / ! < � � � ( - - ! 0 +

33374��"*(��#!!�7 �)
��"��!!-,"!�9����� �!������C 8(�������5�!������C ���������,"!�9����� �!����9

 !"�#!$%��&�"!# !'#() &�*(��%�+,-�./..

�3

�������	��������&�����	#
��..�$,. 7� %��$8'!&��*9 !


(����! ������0-�����������#���!��"!��!�!����������	������ ��� �"�����!����"#����
�����!��������������������"����������$������!�����������!�������5(���� 

��'5	(��/�	��
>0(	���?�
�	���

�'����>0(�	�
.>%�(���5	'%
>.��5($�	��	��'

	�'	'(��
��>��(��
5>>.�>.�(��

50��	���	��(�%'
>.��..	
�
?�>

>�'�D0��(	��

'>@��	��
/���@	>0���'

/����	('

>%5���	���


�'�

��44�.� 45�44����&#45.

68�����
���#67�

(
������������!�B�������	���
�������

����	������������
������3%��"��1E4,
'��"�������!�����!��!������(��������

'�����$�����>  !����!�� ���������������2����
!������������#���+��������'������!��������
���������!�-�� ���������+�������������
�!� #��� ���� �������!+�,� 	������ ����������
������������������ 2�!!����������!�����
>  !����!���!� ���#���� ���"����"���$��#�2
��������$���"-������������!����!���"�!#�,�/#�
������!���� �������� ����� �����"����"���� ����
���  ���� ��!��� �!� ����  �!� ������ !�� ���

'������!��������,����������!���"����"�
�!�� ��� �����!�� ���� ��"!#��������,� ��
��!#����������!������������������"��!��"���2
�"���,�(����!���"����"��+������$������!��
+��"��� �!� ��������#""���,

	��#������� %�������� 6(� ���� �!
��!#���"�����+!��!!����!���#"��"����"���,

����� %�������� 6� 
���������-��� �!� ��
��!��� "����"���� ���� ���� ������ !�� �#����
(�����������������������������"!� ������,
	��6
�+����!� ����������#���!��!���������
"!� ��"���!������� �!�����$�����#����!�
������#������!!�� �������"!����#�����
���!��,�	�������!�������!��!�+����������"2
�!���!������/A5,��������������"�!��������+!
������!�����������"!��,�>���������������
����� ��� �! ���"���"!����#�� �!� ��-�� ���
�#�����������!��������-�� ��������#���������
�#""���,� (��� >  !����!��  ������� �#��
���������!�����"!�"� ��!������������!�2
����!�� ���������� ���� 
����� %�������� !�
(������������������������#�����������"�!#�
���������,�

:-"&�$
��&%
| ���������

������������� !"#$��%���&��'��

-����
����������
	���"���������

Invaluable lessons have
emerged from the Ukraine
crisis — one is the valida-
tion of India’s age-old appre-

hension of the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT).
Promoted with the supposed
objectives of preventing the mis-
use of nuclear weapons and fos-
tering complete nuclear disar-
mament, India despite its
avowed pacifist moorings, has
historically and consistently
opposed the treaty. While whole-
heartedly supporting the cause
of a nuclear weapon-free world,
Delhi never believed that NPT
was the formulation to achieve
the same. India has maintained
that the treaty was structurally
discriminatory as it perpetuated
the hegemony of the ‘haves’
(exclusive club of pre-1967
‘nuclear weapon States’ ie, the
US, Russia, United Kingdom,
France and China), without
obligating them to liquidate
their own dangerous stockpile.
The exclusivity of nuclear deter-
rence with the so-called ‘non-
nuclear weapon States’ (as per
NPT definition) by debarring
others from acquiring a similar
and equal nuclear deterrence
with its implied retaliatory or
mutually destructive portents, is
unfair entitlement.

Not only have the NPT
‘nuclear weapon States’ not
destroyed their stockpile, their
belligerence and intimidatory
expansionism on the ‘have-not’
nations has been disconcerting.
From unsubstantiated case of
the WMDs (Weapons of Mass
Destruction) in Iraq, reneging of
Iran N-treaty despite IAEA’s
confirmation of full compli-
ances, China’s blatant territori-
al expansionism, to now Russia’s
free run in Ukraine — the priv-
ileged five beneficiaries of NPT
have hardly demonstrated reas-
suring and responsible behav-
iour. Even on Article 1 of the
NPT that mandates ‘nuclear
weapon States’ to not transfer N-
weapons or knowhow, China’s
assistance to Pakistani, North
Korean and Iranian nuclear
programmes is a proven fact
that shreds all pretences of NPT
suppositions. For India, mem-
ories of the 1962 Chinese
aggression (followed by Chinese
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ies. TERI’s Policy Brief on “Clean
Fuel for Cooking: Solution to
Achieve Better Air Quality” men-
tions that switching from 100 per
cent dung-based cooking to 100 per
cent LPG for cooking reduces the
human exposure rate (PM 2.5)by
about 93 per cent(from 516 ?g/m3
to 35 ?g/m3). The study confirms
the view that LPG is a far eco-
friendlier fuel, despite belonging to
the fossil fuels family. In another
paper, Tripathi and Sagar (2019)
estimate the cost of economic loss
per non-LPG household due to
health burden arising from house-
hold air pollution at about �69000
per year(calculated using USD/INR
at 69).Clearly, the benefitsof using
LPG full-time for cooking far out-
weigh the cost borne by the con-
sumer. 

In its new phase launched
recently, Ujjwala 2.0 focuses on
migrants, an important category of
women who were relatively left out
of government entitlements. Most
of these migrants are engaged in
unorganised sectorsand earn their
livelihoods doing odd jobs. Women
working as domestic help constitute
a significant share out of these
migrants.Time is precious for them,
the more time they save from doing
their household chores, the more
they can earn. Let’s discuss the story
of one such woman.

Reeta (name changed), had
migrated to Punjab with her hus-
band a few years back. She worked
there as a labourer. When things
didn’t work out well with her hus-
band, she came back to Lucknow,
her maternal home and started
working as a domestic help in sev-
eral houses. She had heard about
Ujjwala from many, but never
applied for it. She thought since she
does not have any local address
proof, she will not be able to get an
Ujjwala connection. Reeta has an
AADHAR card and a bank account
both registered in Punjab. Her

bank has recently been merged with
another bank and so she believed
that her bank account was no
longer working. She has no docu-
ment as an address proof.  

She had been trying unsuccess-
fully for a few months to get her
AADHAR address updated and to
get her bank account transferred.
Given most of her mornings and
afternoons were spent in working,
she was not able to find time to pur-
sue the updation of her key docu-
ments systematically.  

However, things changed swift-
ly for her after the launch of Ujjwala
2.0. She got an Ujjwala 2.0 connec-
tion under the migrant category. She
just had to submita copy of her
Punjab AADHAR card and a sim-
ple self-declaration for her current
address.  Ujjwala 2.0 solves thead-
dress-proof problem for millions of
migrants like Reeta. The docu-
mentary requirement for migrant
applicants has been relaxed to a bare
minimum. They can simply submit
a copy of their Aadhaar card for
identity and a simple self-declara-
tion as proof of address and decla-
ration of family.  

Similarly, Ranjeeta (name
changed) who lives in Navi Mumbai
and like Reeta, works as domestic
help, got an Ujjwala 2.0 connection.
She has an AADHAR card of West
Bengal. Her husband had left her
and she now lives with her two
young daughters. She opted for two

5 Kg cylinders connection as the
upfront cash expense each month
is lower in this option.  Gradually
Rising patronage of the 5 Kg con-
nection is a testimony to its popu-
larity because of  its convenience.

With women like Reeta and
Ranjeeta part of the clean cooking
ecosystem now, India is on track to
achieve the targets under SDG 7.1,
i.e., universal access to affordable,
reliable and modern energy services.
Of the 99 lakh connections given
across the country under Ujjwala
2.0, more than 2.5 lakh connections
have been availed by migrants and
as word-of-mouth spreads about
this innovative and citizen-centric
policy tweak, more migrants are
expected to onboard Ujjwala 2.0.  

Ujjwala 2.0 has greatly simpli-
fied the application form and appli-
cants can apply online as well.
Additionally, all beneficiaries are
being provided free stoves and first
refills to incentivise LPG ecosystem
onboarding and make ita smooth
and hassle-free experience.
Considering the tremendous
response to the scheme, the govern-
ment has recently extended the
scheme for the release of another 60
lac connections which will lead to a
totalof 9.6 croreUjjwala beneficiaries.

Programmes like Ujjwala are
relatively small in their financial 
outlays but epochal in the transfor-
mation they bring into the lives of
ordinary citizens. 
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(Mittal is Deputy
Secretary at Ministry of
Petroleum and Natural
Gas. Tewari is Senior

Social Sector Specialist,
Ujjwala - MoPNG. 
The views expressed 

are personal.)

Odds appear to favour the
BJP for the 2024 Lok
Sabha polls. The party is

gung ho about its rosy
prospects, as barring a few
losses, the BJP’s winning streak
doesn’t appear to be reversing.
The party has retained four of
the five states that went to the
polls recently. It considers its
poll victories as an endorsement
of the policies and schemes of
the Modi Government.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi also suggested that the
trend confirms the BJP victory,
and Modi is not wrong in his
2024 forecast. His secret
weapon is a divided
Opposition.

Congress cannot mount a
credible challenge in 2024 or
even lead the opposition coali-
tion. The Gandhi family has
gotten away with so many

defeats since 2014 mainly
because Congress could not
agree on any other person out-
side the family to lead the
party. In its Sunday Congress
Working Committee, the party
has again reposed faith in the
Gandhis, ignoring the poor
results. It shows that the party
has no intention of dumping
the Gandhi trio.

Arvind Kejriwal’ AAP and
Mamata Banerjee’s Trinamool
Congress will probably vie for
the opposition leadership. Of
course, an x-factor could play
a role in the next two years,
and in politics, a week is said
to belong.  

Congress could have easi-
ly won Uttarakhand, Goa, and
Punjab of the five states. There
was enough groundswell for the
party, but it, messed up the
whole thing. The Gandhi sib-

lings are mainly responsible for
this pathetic situation. Punjab
should have been in Congress
kitty had not the party removed
Captain Amarinder Singh just
a few months ahead of the polls.
Uttarakhand was in its pocket
had the party activated the
poll machinery. So was Goa.

The regional parties also
have not fared well. Samajwadi
Party in UP has indeed
improved but not within strik-
ing distance of snatching power.
BSP chief Mayawati should
blame herself for not protecting

her turf as it is clear that Dalits
have moved away from her.
TMC was a loser in Goa. 

All these show that the
opposition had given away
these states in a platter to the
BJP. All this, when regional
satraps like Trinamool
Congress chief, Mamata
Banerjee, Telangana chief min-
ister K. Chandrasekhar Rao,
Tamil Nadu chief minister M.K.
Stalin and Delhi chief minister
Arvind Kejriwal, the new poster
boy of the Opposition, are try-
ing to make unity moves with
or without Congress.

Opposition unity is eluding
because of the ego clashes of the
regional leaders.

The first question is who
will lead the Opposition?
Congress claims to have a
pan-national presence. But
that was the position before

Modi appeared on the nation-
al scene in 2014. Today
Congress is almost a regional
party. It faces a leadership cri-
sis at the top. Factionalism is
at its peak, and dissidents have
emerged. The leadership has
no accountability.

Kejriwal is the Opposition’s
new poster boy. He managed
to win Punjab within ten years
of the formation of his party.
AAP projected itself as an
anti-establishment force and
kept its campaign focused on
developmental issues. There
are credible regional satraps
within the Opposition like the
West Bengal chief minister. In
Goa, too, after seeing no suc-
cess in the last election, AAP
stayed the course and has
opened its account by winning
two seats.

Whoever leads the

Opposition, there is an urgent
need for its unity both in
Parliament and outside.

Secondly, the Opposition
should come up with an alter-
nate pragmatic programme.
They could have a common
minimum programme to
resolve the inherent contradic-
tions.

Thirdly, the Opposition
should have a new narrative
and not just Modi-bashing. It
should attract the youth, par-
ticularly first-time voters.

Fourthly, Congress should
not claim the opposition lead-
ership; it should step back to
allow others to lead.

Fifthly, the Opposition
should look at the Hindu votes
as the BJP wins mainly by the
Hindu consolidation. Some
leaders like Rahul Gandhi and
Kejriwal have realized it and

have started wooing the
Hindus with their temple runs
and chanting of Hanuman
Chalisa.

Sixthly, the Opposition
should avoid emotional issues
and focus on administration,
development, and welfare pro-
grammes.

While the Congress will
still get opportunities to regain
its clout, with elections in
Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh,
Karnataka, Rajasthan, and
Chhattisgarh lined up before
the final battle in 2024, the
party shuns any changes.

The Opposition will never
be able to defeat Modi and his
party so long as it cannot
decipher why Modi wins. After
all, it is the voter connection,
excellent communication, and
24/7 poll machinery that
helped Modi win.
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(The writer is a senior 
journalist. The views

expressed are personal.)
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�8�;�<����.��. The Great Indian Kitchen, a recent
Malayalam film, very aptly depicts
the inadequately addressed oppres-
sion of women in our kitchens.

Women have traditionally been expected
to remain confined to their sociallypre-
scribed household roles. A particular
sequence of the film shows a very poignant
reality. A newlywed woman starts her life
in the adopted household. From the first
day itself, family members savour the del-
icacies cooked by her. However, no one
cares about the issues that she has to face
day in day out. For instance, a drain is
blocked in her kitchen, leading to a foul
smell and an extremely unhygienic situa-
tion which makes her vomit the moment
she enters the kitchen. While she raises this
immediately with her husband and subse-
quently keeps reminding him, he keeps for-
getting it, and very conveniently so. And
why wouldn’t he? For him, the blocked
drain changes nothing. He continues to get
his lunch-pack in time, his clothes are
pressed before he emerges from his show-
er, and so on.

Others in the family are also not help-
ful. The aged father-in-law touchessamb-
har only if it is preparedin an earthen pot
on a traditional ‘chulha’. It doesn’t occur to
him that the well-educated bride has to
spend a large part of her day in a smoky
room. 

In traditional Indian households, deci-
sions, important or otherwise, are normal-
ly taken not by those who face their con-
sequence. Because of this asymmetry in this
household-levelpower dynamics, women
have hardly been the decision-makersfor
even choosing the cooking fuel for their
kitchens. Programmes like Pradhan Mantri
Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) and Direct Benefit
Transfer attack at the root of this asymme-
try. The connection is only given to
women from poor families and the subsidy
amount is credited to their bank accounts
directly. 

Since PMUY’s launch in May 2016, 9
crore connections have been given under
the scheme. The scheme has made a defin-
itive contribution in improvingIndia’s per-
formance on Sustainable Development
Goals-SDG3 (Good Health and Well-
being) and SDG 5 (gender equality)and
specially SDG 7, which aims to ensure
access to affordable, reliable, sustainable,
and modern energy for all. The contribu-
tion of Ujjwala Yojana may be seen in the
Fig-1 and Fig-2. 

Fig 1 : Progress in LPG coverage in the
country ( Source : PPAC) 

Fig 2: Number of active LPG con-
sumers in the country ( Source : PPAC)

There is wide agreement now that
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana is not just
a clean cooking energy access programme,
it is also aninstrument to achieve women
empowerment. While the upfront econom-
ic barrier removed by PMUY is an obvi-
ous benefit of the scheme, some far more
impactful but less obvious benefits have
been found by various independent stud-
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The Russian offensive in
Ukraine edged closer to

central Kyiv on Tuesday even
as the two countries kept open
a narrow diplomatic channel
with more planned talks. 

Shortly before dawn, large
explosions thundered across
Kyiv. A series of Russian
strikes hit a residential neigh-
borhood in the capital, ignit-
ing a huge fire and a frantic
rescue effort in a 15-story
apartment building. At least
one person was killed and
others remain trapped inside.

Shockwaves from an
explosion also damaged the
entry to a downtown subway
station that has been used as
a bomb shelter. City authori-
ties tweeted an image of the
blown-out facade, saying
trains would no longer stop at
the station.

When Russia launched the
war nearly three weeks ago,
fear of an imminent invasion
gripped the Ukrainian capital,
as residents slept night after
night in subway stations or
crammed onto trains to flee.
But as the Russian offensive
bogged down, Kyiv saw a rel-
ative lull. Fighting has inten-
sified on the outskirts in recent
days, and sporadic air raid
sirens ring out around the cap-
ital.

There was a rare glimmer
of hope in the encircled port
city of Mariupol after a convoy
of 160 civilian cars left along
a designated humanitarian
route, the city council report-
ed. Over the past 10 days or so,
the lethal siege has pulverized
homes and other buildings
and left people desperate for
food, water, heat and medi-
cine.

The latest negotiations
between Russia and Ukraine,
held by video Monday, were
the fourth round involving

higher-level officials from the
two countries and the first in
a week. The talks ended with-
out a breakthrough after sev-
eral hours, with an aide to
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy saying
the negotiators took "a tech-
nical pause" and planned to
meet again Tuesday.

The two sides had
expressed some optimism in
the past few days. Mykhailo
Podolyak, the aide to
Zelenskyy, tweeted that the
negotiators would discuss
"peace, cease-fire, immediate
withdrawal of troops &amp;
security guarantees." Previous
discussions, held in person in
Belarus, produced no lasting
humanitarian routes or agree-
ments to end the fighting.

Zelenskyy is seeking to
extend martial law until April
24 and to require men ages 18
to 60 to stay in the country to
fight. Zelenskyy submitted the
extension in a bill to parlia-
ment, which is expected to
vote on it this week.

In Washington, White
House press secretary Jen
Psaki said that while the Biden
administration supports
Ukraine's participation in the
talks with Russia, Russian
President Vladimir Putin
would have to show signs of
de-escalating in order to
demonstrate good faith. 

US National security
adviser Jake Sullivan warned
China against helping Russia
during a meeting in Rome
with a senior Chinese diplo-
mat. 

Two administration offi-
cials, speaking on condition of
anonymity to discuss sensitive
information, said China had
signaled to Moscow that it
would be willing to provide
both military support in
Ukraine and financial backing
to help stave off effects of
Western sanctions, which

include a fourth set of EU
sanctions announced late
Monday.The Kremlin has
denied asking China for mil-
itary equipment to use in
Ukraine.

Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov said Russia
was able to continue the oper-
ation itself and it was "unfold-
ing in accordance with the
plan and will be completed on
time and in full." In Kyiv,
the early morning explosions
were artillery strikes, the
Ukrainian military said. They
hit the Svyatoshynskyi dis-
trict of western Kyiv, adjacent
to the suburb of Irpin that has
seen some of the worst battles
of the war.

Flames shot out of the
apartment building as fire-
fighters climbed ladders to
rescue people. Smoke choked
the air. A firefighter at the
scene confirmed one person
had died and that several had
been rescued, but others
remained inside as rescuers
tried to reach them.Damage
from unspecified ammuni-
tion prompted a fire in a 10-
story apartment block in the
Podilsky district of Kyiv, north
of the government quarter.
One person was hospitalized,
the state emergency agency
reported.

Russian forces also
stepped up strikes overnight
on the northwest suburbs of
Irpin, Hostomel and Bucha,
said the head of the Kyiv
region, Oleksiy Kuleba.

"Many streets (in those
areas) have been turned into a
mush of steel and concrete.
People have been hiding for
weeks in basements, and are
afraid to go out even for evac-
uations," Kuleba said on
Ukrainian television.

But overall, nearly all of
the Russian military offen-
sives remained stalled after
making little progress over

the weekend, according to a
senior U.S. Defense official
who spoke on condition of
anonymity to discuss the
Pentagon's assessment.
Russian troops were still about
15 kilometers (9 miles) from
the center of Kyiv, the official
said.The official said that
Russian forces have launched
more than 900 missiles but
that Ukraine's airspace is still
contested, with Russia not
achieving total air superiority.

Ukrainian authorities said
two people were killed when
the Russians struck an airplane
factory in Kyiv, sparking a
large fire. The Antonov facto-
ry is Ukraine's largest aircraft
plant and produces many of
the world's biggest cargo
planes.The Ukrainian general
prosecutor's office on Tuesday
released details of two deadly
Russian attacks the day before.
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While tens of thousands of
people have fled Ukraine

every day since Russia's inva-
sion, a small but growing num-
ber are heading in the other
direction. 

At first they were foreign
volunteers, Ukrainian expatri-
ate men heading to fight and
people delivering aid. But
increasingly, women are also
heading back.

Motivated by a desire to

help loved ones in trouble, or
just to contribute to the defense
and survival of their country
and compatriots in ways large
and small, such women are
braving the bombs that have
increasingly pounded Ukraine
since Russian forces invaded on
Feb. 24. 

Many are not refugees
themselves but women who
had been living and working
abroad. Others had already cho-
sen to stay put in their country
but were forced to cross the bor-

der to shop for needed goods as
supplies dry up under the
onslaught at home.

"I will go back and help. I am
a health worker, so the hospitals
need help," said Iryna Orel, 50,
tugging her luggage before
boarding a train from Przemysl,
Poland, to Lviv in western
Ukraine. 

"And I will stay until the
end." Poland has taken in more
than 1.8 million refugees, or over
60% of the total exodus of 3 mil-
lion people since the invasion. 
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They are idealists who aban-
doned their jobs for the bat-

tlefields of Ukraine, looking for a
cause or simply to fight.

The Ukrainian president's
call for foreign volunteers to join
an international brigade to help
bolster his country's defence with
a new layer of resistance to
Russia's invasion is for now a rag-
tag army.

Recruits say they are often
waiting for weapons and training,
leaving them feeling exposed. 

"Pure hell: fire, shouting,

panic. And a lot more bombs and
missiles." That is how Swedish
volunteer Jesper Söder described
Sunday's attack on Yavoriv, the
military training base in western
Ukraine pounded by Russian
missiles that killed 35 people,
according to Ukrainian authori-
ties. Russia said the death toll was
much higher.

Söder said he led a group of
foreigners including
Scandinavians, British and
Americans out of the base and
back across the nearby Polish
border.He told The Associated
Press by phone from Krakow,

Poland, that he said he didn't
know how many foreign volun-
teers were being trained at the
base but estimated they were in
the hundreds. 

Unlike Söder, who fought
alongside Kurdish fighters in
Syria against Islamic State group
militants, many of the volunteers
at Yavoriv had no previous mili-
tary training, he said.

But some arrive to discover
that there are no weapons, pro-
tective gear or proper training in
a multilingual force short on
organization and breeding a sense
of chaos.
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The leaders of Poland, the
Czech Republic and Slovenia

travelled by train on Tuesday to
Kyiv to meet with Ukraine's top
leadership as Russia's offensive
moved closer to the centre of the
capital.

The visit by the leaders of
three countries which belong to

the EU but also NATO, comes as
a series of strikes hit a residen-
tial neighbourhood in Kyiv.

They described their visit
into the war zone as a mission by
the European Union to support
Ukraine, though EU officials
characterised it as trip the cen-
tral European leaders had under-
taken independently despite the
security risks.
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The International
Organisation for Migration

says more than 3 million people
have fled Ukraine since Russian
invaded last month. The new
milestone also indicated that
some 157,000 third-country
nationals - people who aren't
Ukrainian - were part of the out-
flow in what UN officials have
called the largest refugee crisis in
Europe since World War II.IOM
spokesman Paul Dillon said at a
UN news briefing in Geneva on
Tuesday that the totals were
compiled from figures provided
by national authorities.The UN
refugee agency UNHCR, which
provides a more detailed count
than the IOM though based on
similar data, has reported that
more than 1.8 million of the
refugees were in Poland. 
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The European Union has announced that the 27-nation bloc has approved a new set of sanc-
tions to punish Moscow for its invasion of Ukraine.
France, which holds the EU presidency, said the bloc "in consultation with our internation-

al partners, has approved a fourth package of sanctions targeting individuals and entities involved
in the aggression against Ukraine, as well as several sectors of the Russian economy."

The French presidency said in a late Monday statement that the bloc also approved a decla-
ration to the World Trade Organization "on suspending the application of the most-favoured-
nation clause for Russia and suspending the examination of Belarus' application for accession to
the WTO."If Russia is suspended, its companies would no longer receive special treatment through-
out the bloc.The announcements were in line with what leaders had announced at the Versailles
summit last Friday, that a stringent package of sanctions would be upcoming if Russia contin-
ued its invasion of Ukraine. The exact details of the latest package of sanctions will only be known
upon publication in the EU's official journal. 

Since the war started last month, the EU has adopted tough measures targeting Russian President
Vladimir Putin, Russia's financial system and its high-maintenance oligarchs. Last week, the bloc's
nations agreed to slap further sanctions on 160 individuals and added new restrictions on the
export of maritime navigation and radio communication technology.

They also decided to exclude three Belarusian banks from SWIFT, the dominant system for
global financial transactions. Altogether, EU restrictive measures now apply to a total of 862 indi-
viduals and 53 entities. In a statement published after the summit, EU Commission President
Ursula von der Leyen said the fourth package of sanctions will further isolate Russia "and drain
the resources it uses to finance this barbaric war." She said the EU will work in lockstep with Group
of Seven countries to ramp up the pressure against Moscow. Efforts to agree on an oil boycott
against Russia are complicated, because some EU countries, including Germany and Italy, are much
more dependent than others on Russian energy. 
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Local authorities say the
number of people killed in

a Russian rocket attack on a TV
tower in western Ukraine has
risen to 19.

The Rivne regional gov-
ernment posted on its
Facebook page Tuesday that 19
people were killed and nine
were injured in the strike on the
TV tower in Antopol, a village
outside the city of Rivne.

The village is only about
160 kilometers (100 miles)
from the border of NATO
member Poland and comes as
Russia presses its invasion of
Ukraine.

Initial casualty reports had
put the death toll from
Monday's TV tower attack at
nine.

0-������(@��!+��
����"-��������!��
�������!�1J



 !"�#!$%��&�"!# !'#() &�*(��%�+,-�./.. )�����:

���
� ��'�	��(>�

The Biden administra-
tion is working to
build a global coalition
far beyond G7 and

NATO partners, the White
House has said.

Some of the biggest coun-
tries like China, India, Brazil
and Mexico are not part of
America’s economic warfare
against Russia, but that does
not undermine the efforts of
the Biden administration
against Moscow, White House
Press Secretary Jen Psaki told
reporters on Monday.

“Not just China, but some
of the biggest countries in the
world like India or Brazil, some
countries in Latin America
like Mexico, they are not part
of this economic warfare
against Russia. Is this some-
thing that undermines the
effort from the White House
and European countries?

“I would say it doesn’t
undermine our efforts. We
have been working to build a
global coalition far beyond the
G7 and our NATO partners,
and had a great deal of success
in that. And every country has
to decide where they want to
stand, where they want to be as

we look and the history books
are written,” Psaki said during
her daily news conference.

“As we have seen, the
impact of the president’s lead-
ership on the global stage and
the economic consequences
that have been put into place
have led Russia and the Russian

economy to be on the brink of
collapse. And there’s no ques-
tion that over time, that will
have an impact,” she said in
response to a question.

China is unlikely to be
very helpful to Russia during
these economic sanctions,
Psaki said.

“I think what we are look-
ing at here, one is if China were
to decide to be an economic
provider or to take additional
steps there to Russia, they only
make up 15 to 20 per cent of
the world’s economy. The G7
countries make up more than
50 per cent. So, there are a
range of tools at our disposal
and coordination with our
European partners should we
need to use them,” she said.

But this is an area that the
United States is watching close-
ly, Psaki said, asserting that
there would be consequences
for China if it provides military
supply to Russia.
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Japanese and US Marines had their first air-
borne landing and combat training togeth-

er on Tuesday near Mt. Fuji as the two allies
strengthen military cooperation amid growing
maritime activity by China and Russia in the
regional seas.

Japan has been expanding its defense
budget and capability for about a decade and
is now revising its key national security strat-
egy in the face of threats from China, North
Korea and now Russia. 

On Tuesday, 400 troops from Japan’s
Amphibious Rapid Deployment Brigade and
600 US Marines based on Japan’s southern
island of Okinawa jointly practiced landing and
combat operations in a scenario of an enemy
invasion of a remote Japanese island, using tilt-
rotor Ospreys, amphibious armoured vehicles
and artilleries such as M777.

The exercise comes at a time when Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine has intensified worries
about what could happen in East Asia, where
China’s growing assertiveness has escalated ten-
sion around Taiwan.

While Japan has shifted its security focus
to the southwest, it also faces Russia’s growing
naval activity and its increased cooperation with
China. 

Chief Cabinet Secretary Hirokazu Matsuno

said the Japanese navy spotted a fleet of six
Russian warships Monday passing the Soya
Strait between Hokkaido and Sakhalin as part
of Russia’s major naval exercises, days after
another Russian fleet crossed the Tsugaru Strait
between Aomori on the northern tip of Japan’s
main island and Hokkaido. 

He said Russia also conducted a land-to-
air missile firing last week on the Russian-held
Kuril islands, which Japan also claims. 

The dispute over the islands Moscow took
at the end of World War II has prevented Japan
and Russia from signing a peace treaty.

“Russia’s military has been escalating
abnormal naval drills in areas including the
Okhotsk in sync with their invasion of Ukraine,”
Matsuno said. “We told Russia we are watch-
ing its intensifying military activity with grave
concern.” 

Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida has
repeatedly pledged to fundamentally strength-
en Japan’s defense power, including consider-
ing possessing a controversial preemptive
strike capability. Japan has purchased American
fighter jets, missile defense systems and other
arsenals to increase interoperability as the two
sides increasingly work together. Tuesday’s drill
was part of a three-week joint exercise aimed
at advancing interoperability between the
allies to strengthen their deterrence and
response capability, defense officials said.
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While Russia’s war in Ukraine dom-
inates global attention, Myanmar’s

military is targeting civilians in air and
ground attacks on a scale unmatched in
the country since World War II, accord-
ing to a longtime relief worker who spent
almost three months in a combat zone in
the Southeast Asian nation. 

David Eubank, director of the Free
Burma Rangers, a humanitarian relief
organization, told The Associated Press
that the military’s jets and helicopters
stage frequent attacks in the areas of east-
ern Myanmar where he and his volun-
teers operate, bringing medical and food
aid to civilians caught in conflict.

Ground forces are also firing artillery
- indiscriminately, he said - causing
thousands to flee their homes.

Video shot by his group’s members
includes rare images of repeated air
strikes by Myanmar military aircraft in
Kayah State - also known as Karenni State
- causing a number of civilian deaths.

An analyst for New York-based
Human Rights Watch said the air attacks
constitute “war crimes.”

Myanmar’s military seized power last
year, overthrowing the democratically
elected government of Aung San Suu Kyi.
After security forces cracked down vio-
lently on large, peaceful street demon-
strations opposing the takeover, thou-
sands of ordinary people formed militia

units, dubbed People’s Defense Forces, to
fight back.

Many are loosely allied with well-
established ethnic minority armed groups
- such as the Karenni, the Karen and the
Kachin - that have been fighting the cen-
tral government for more than half a cen-
tury, seeking greater autonomy in the
frontier regions.

Despite overwhelming superiority in
numbers and weaponry, the military has
failed to crush this grassroots resistance
movement. The army has now stepped up
attacks, taking advantage of the dry, sum-
mer conditions.

Eubank described the fighting he had
seen as probably the worst in Myanmar
since World War II, when the country was
a British colony still known as Burma and
largely occupied by the Japanese.

There has been serious but sporadic
fighting in Kachin State in northern

Myanmar for a few years, he said, “but
what I saw in Karenni I had not seen in
Burma before.” “Air strikes, not like
one or two a day like they do in Karen
State, but like two MiGs coming one after
the other, these Yak fighters, it was one
after the other,” said Eubank. “Hind heli-
copter gunships, these Russian planes,
and then just brought hundreds of
rounds of 120mm mortar. Just boom,
boom, boom, boom.”

Russia is a top arms supplier to
Myanmar’s military, keeping up supplies
even as many other nations have main-
tained an embargo since the army’s
takeover to promote peace and a return
to democratic rule.

Eubank knows whereof he speaks. He
was a U.S. Army Special Forces and
Ranger officer before he and some eth-
nic minority leaders from Myanmar
founded the faith-based Free Burma
Rangers in 1997. Two of its members have
been killed in Kayah state since late
February: one in an air strike, the other
in a mortar barrage.

Drone footage shot by the group
shows the impact of the army’s offensive
on Karenni settlements, with buildings on
fire and smoke drifting thick in the sky.
In a Feb. 24 report in the state-run
Myanma Alinn Daily newspaper, the mil-
itary acknowledged using air strikes and
heavy artillery in order to clear out what
it called “terrorist groups” near the state
capital, Loikaw.
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WikiLeaks founder Julian
Assange, wanted in the

US over the alleged leak of clas-
sified documents related to
the wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan, is expected to
make submissions to UK
Home Secretary Priti Patel
after he lost an appeal against
his extradition in the UK
Supreme Court.

The 50-year-old’s lawyers
had argued that he should not
be taken to the US because of
a real and “oppressive” risk of
suicide and won the right to
appeal in Britain’s highest court.
However, on Monday the
Supreme Court concluded that
his application did not “raise an
arguable point of law”. The case
will now go to Priti Patel for a
sign off on his extradition to
the US, with four weeks’ time
for his lawyers to make repre-
sentations to the minister
directly.

“We regret that the oppor-

tunity has not been taken to
consider the troubling cir-
cumstances in which request-
ing states can provide caveat-
ed guarantees after the con-
clusion of a full evidential
hearing,” reads a statement
from his law firm Birnberg
Peirce.

“In Mr Assange’s case, the
court had found that there
was a real risk of prohibited
treatment in the event of his
onward extradition,” the
spokesperson said.

Under the next steps in the
legal process, the case will now
be remitted to Westminster
Magistrates’ Court in London,
whose function thereafter is
limited to referring the decision
for extradition to the Home
Secretary. The Min then
decides whether to order or
refuse extradition to the United
States on a number of statuto-
ry bases. The defence is entitled
to make submissions to the
Home Secretary within the
following four weeks.
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Pakistan’s Foreign Minister Shah
Mahmood Qureshi on Tuesday

rejected as “incomplete and insuf-
ficient” the response by by India’s
defence minister Rajnath Singh in
parliament about the “accidental
firing” of a missile, and once again
demanded a joint probe into the
incident.

Addressing a press conference
here, Qureshi talked in detail about
India’s accidental missile launch of
March 9 as well as the 48th
Organisation of the Islamic
Cooperation (OIC) Council of
Foreign Ministers being hosted by
Pakistan on March 22-23.

“What Indian defence minister

had said in the Lok Sabha is incom-
plete and insufficient. It is not
enough to satisfy Pakistan. I reject
that and demand a joint probe,” he
said, reiterating Islamabad’s
demand made last week.

“This was a highly irresponsi-
ble act and the answer given is
equally irresponsible,” Qureshi said
in the first Pakistani reaction to
Singh’s detailed statement in
Parliament.

Asserting that India’s missile
system is very reliable and the safe-
ty procedures are of the highest
order, Defence Minister Singh on
Tuesday described the recent acci-
dental missile release as “regret-
table”. He said a review of standard
operations and maintenance was
being conducted and any short-
coming if found, will be immedi-
ately rectified.

Making a statement in Rajya
Sabha and Lok Sabha on the inad-
vertent release of a missile during
an inspection on March 9, Singh
said the government has taken
serious note of the incident, and a
formal high-level inquiry has been
ordered which will determine the
exact cause of the incident.
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The United States has said
there is no indication that

the recent firing of a missile
from India which landed in
Pakistan was anything other
than accidental.

India on Friday said it acci-
dentally fired a missile two days
back that landed in Pakistan and
that the “deeply regrettable”
incident was caused by a tech-
nical malfunction in the course
of its routine maintenance.

“We have no indication as
you also heard from our Indian
partners that this incident was
anything other than an acci-
dent,” State Department
spokesperson Ned Price told
reporters at his daily news con-
ference on Monday.

“We refer you of
course to the Indian Ministry of
Defense for any follow up. They
issued a statement on March 9th
to explain precisely what had
happened. We don’t have a
comment beyond that,” Price
said in response to a question.
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Iranian authorities have
returned the passport of a

UK woman who has been
detained in the country for
almost six years, raising hopes
of progress in negotiations
toward her release. 

Charity worker Nazanin
Zaghari-Ratcliffe remains at
her parents’ home in Tehran,
said Tulip Siddiq, her local law-
maker in the UK. “I also under-
stand that there is a British
negotiating team in Tehran
right now,’’ Siddiq said on
Twitter.  “I will keep posting
updates as I get them.” 

Zaghari-Ratcliffe, who has
dual UK-Iranian citizenship,
served five years in prison
after being taken into custody
at Tehran’s airport in April
2016. She was later convicted of
plotting the overthrow of Iran’s
government, a charge that she,
her supporters and rights
groups deny. She has been
held under house arrest and
unable to leave the country
since her release. Zaghari-
Ratcliffe’s local lawyer, Hojjat
Kermani, also told The
Associated Press she had
received her British passport. 
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Myanmar’s military-led
administration has

agreed to accept Thai baht as
an official currency in border
trade dealings and plans a
similar arrangement for use
of India’s rupee, seeking to
limit the country’s reliance on
the US dollar in trade.

The State Administration
Council said Tuesday that
Myanmar began allowing
direct currency settlements
using the Chinese yuan with
its kyat earlier this year. 

Settlements in Thai baht
will be done online according
to regulations set by
Myanmar’s central bank, it
said in a statement. 

Myanmar’s economic cri-
sis deepened after its army
seized power in February
2021 from the elected gov-
ernment of Aung San Suu
Kyi. 

Opposition to the mili-
tary takeover has evolved
into armed resistance that
some UN experts have
described as civil war.

The turmoil, sanctions
against the military leadership
and the pandemic have com-
bined to severe strain the
country’s ability to earn for-
eign exchange. Meanwhile,
the  value of the kyat has
plunged.By expanding direct
conversion of other curren-
cies in border trade,
Myanmar intends to reduce
its dependence on the US dol-
lar by up to 70%, the state-
ment cited Maung Maung
Ohn, minister of Information,
and Aung Naing Oo, minis-
ter of Investments and
Foreign Economic Relations,
as saying. Thailand is
Myanmar’s second largest
trading partner after China,
with border trade at five
checkpoints.
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At least four people were killed by a car bomb
on Tuesday in war-torn Yemen. At least eight

people, including a senior security official,
were injured, officials said.

The explosion took place in the city of
Zinjibar and targeted the convoy of Abdel-Latif
el-Sayed, commander of the so-called Security
Belt force in the southern province of Abyan, the
officials said. The casualties were taken to hos-
pitals for treatment, they said.

Zinjibar is the Abyan provincial capital.
The Security Belt is a militia, trained and

funded by the United Arab Emirates and loyal
to the secessionist Southern Transitional Council.

The explosion damaged at least four vehi-
cles of el-Sayed’s convoy, according to security
officials who spoke on condition of anonymity
because they were not authorized to brief
media. Images from the scene showed at least
one white Toyota pick-up truck burnt.

	�
� (�����

Iran’s powerful Revolutionary
Guard has added “smart sub-

marines,” unmanned under-
water vehicles, to its navy for
the first time, State TV report-
ed on Tuesday. 

The Guard’s navy unveiled
the vessels, along with new
missiles and speedboats, at a
ceremony in Iran’s southern
port city of Bandar Abbas. 

Its new speedboats can
travel at up to 95 knots (about
109 mph) and are able to
launch missiles and rockets.

The report also said the
Guard’s navy was equipped
with new maneuverable mis-
siles with an extended range.

Since 1992, Iran has devel-
oped a homegrown defense
industry that produces light
and heavy weapons ranging
from mortars and torpedoes to
tanks and submarines.

,-������
���
��
�	�
��������
�� ���8=��+(<0&�/���������

3���
+-������
���	�#��������
�������������
� �'�������	��!

0'���!�����"���!�
����������!��	����
���!�5�-���������
!�����������""�����

	�������#���
 ��� !���!�
���������06
"�������+!�-��

<�
�����2��!��������
������

&!�
�����	����
��������


����!������?������������
��"#�����"!�������K�;�-�����

-�����������	�"�����&"����	��
�	� ��
���������	������������

��!�#��!����
�#����!��	���
#�������B�����
�#��������

&!�
����80�������	������
�����
�!��
�#	���������

�����,����������������	�����	���������
"������������(���"����,	������	&��



 !"�#!$%��&�"!# !'#() &�*(��%�+,-�./.. ����	����;�

���
� ��������	

In a bid to stop harassment
of small shopkeepers, the

Union Consumer Affairs
Minister Piyush Goyal on
Tuesday directed his depart-
ment’s officials as well as
states to convene a meeting
next week on the issues per-
taining to the certain provi-
sions of decriminalize the
Legal Metrology Act. The
minister pointed out that in
2018-19, the cases of first
offence were 89,724 and the
second offence only 11. “In
2019-20, the first offence cases
were 92,000 while second
offence only two while in
2020-21 the first offence cases
were 85,000 and second
offence zero,” "I fail to under-
stand that after the first
offence, which is compound-
able, how the number of cases
for second offence, which can
actually put you behind bars,

which is criminal, comes
down drastically. You can
understand the meaning of
this what could have hap-
pened between the first and
the second offence ," Goyal
said while addressing the “Fair
Digital Finance” on the occa-
sion of the World Consumer
Rights Day, organised by his
ministry.

Recalling his own harass-
ment 35 years ago when he
started out as a young entre-
preneur, Goyal listed out the
number of cases registered
under three different sections
of the Legal Metrology Act and
pointed out the vast difference
between the number of cases
under first and second
offences.Citing data of the last
three years, Goyal said broad-
ly 51,000-54,000 cases were
filed as first offence under
Section 33, about 20,000-
22,000 cases filed under Section
36 (1) and 8,000-10,000 cases

filed under Section 25.  "This
is all first offence which is com-
poundable. I fail to under-
stand after the first offence is
filed how the number of second
offence falls. The second
offence can put you behind bar
as it is criminal," he said.

The Legal Metrology Act
2009 enforces standards relat-
ed to weights and measures. In
its present form, the law pre-
scribe imprisonment, in addi-
tion to fine, for second or sub-
sequent offence. "I personally
would like to flag off a couple
of concerns...Because I do
believe that it's important. I do
believe it's important that what
Rohit Kumar Singh
(Consumer Affairs Secretary)
said about decriminalisation
should also be understood by
all of us," he said.

The Minister also blamed
the state government and the
consumer organisations for
opposing reforms. 
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Banks recovered over Rs
7.34 lakh crore in the past

six years and the first six
months of the current fiscal
year, the government said in
Parliament on 
Tuesday.  

During the past six finan-
cial years and the first six
months of the current finan-
cial year, banks have effected
an aggregate recovery of Rs
7,34,542 crore, in non-per-
forming assets and written-off
loan accounts, including
those reported as fraud,
Minister of State for Finance
Bhagwat Karad said in a writ-
ten reply to the Rajya 
Sabha.

On recovery of fraud
amounts, the minister said Rs
55,895 crore have been recov-
ered in the past six financial
years and the current finan-
cial year up to December 31,

2021, he said.
The minister said the

Reserve Bank of India had
issued master directions on
fraud to banks in 2016 and
the government has institut-
ed wide-ranging structural
and procedural reforms to
check frauds in 
banks.

He added that these sys-
tematic and comprehensive
checking of frauds, including
the legacy stock of non-per-
forming assets, led to the
unearthing of frauds perpe-
trated over the 
years.

These steps have helped
in a sharp decline in fraud
amount from Rs 68,962 crore
in 2015-16 to Rs 11,583 crore
in 2020-21.

During the Apri l-
December period of 2021-22,
the amount involved in bank
frauds stood at Rs 648 crore,
he added.
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Market benchmarks halted
their five-day rally to

close with deep cuts on
Tuesday, in line with a sell-off
in global markets as partici-
pants dialled back risk expo-
sure ahead of a key policy
meeting of the US Federal
Reserve amid continuing
uncertainty over the Ukraine
crisis.

A depreciating rupee and
foreign capital outflows also
weighed on sentiment, traders
said.

After opening with gains
of over 200 points, the 30-share
Sensex turned highly volatile
and tumbled in afternoon
trade, before finally finishing
709.17 points or 1.26 per cent
lower at 55,776.85.

Similarly, the broader NSE
Nifty dived 208.30 points or
1.23 per cent to 16,663.

Tata Steel was the top lag-
gard in the Sensex pack, slid-
ing 4.89 per cent, followed by
Kotak Mahindra Bank, Tech
Mahindra, Infosys, Reliance

Industries, HCL Tech and
PowerGrid.

Mahindra & Mahindra and
Maruti Suzuki topped the gain-
ers' list, climbing as much as
2.31 per cent, after these firms
featured in the list of 75 com-
panies whose applications were
cleared under the Production
Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme
for the automobile and auto
components sector.

Asian Paints, Titan, Nestle
India and Bharti Airtel were
among the other winners.
"The world equity market lost
its momentum as new financial
and trade sanctions were
imposed on Russia along with
the suspension of gas imports.
It is a setback for the market
sentiment, which was improv-
ing in anticipation of a truce in
war. The Indian market was
outperforming due to ease in
commodity prices.

"World markets are also
lower ahead of the US Fed
meeting," according to Vinod
Nair, Head of Research at
Geojit Financial 
Services.
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India is not facing any power
crisis as the installed elec-

tricity generation capacity
stood at 395.6 gigawatts (GW)
against the peak demand of 203
GW recorded in 2021-22,
Parliament was informed on
Tuesday.

"There is no power crisis
in the country. As on February
28, 2022, the installed genera-
tion capacity is around 395.6
GW, which is sufficient to
meet the demand of electrici-
ty in the country. The peak
demand experienced during
the current year was only 203
GW," said Power Minister R K
Singh in a written reply to the
Rajya Sabha.

In another reply to the
House, the minister told the
House that as per the infor-
mation compiled by the
Central Electricity Authority
(CEA), the import of coal
reduced to 22.7 MT (million
tonnes) during 2021-22 (April-
January) as against 39 MT
during the same period last
year, mainly due to high

imported coal price in the
international market.

The shortfall in imported
coal has been compensated
through the enhanced supply of
domestic coal i.E. From 442.6
MT during 2020-21 (April-
January) to 547.2 MT during
2021-22 (April-January).

Thus, he stated, that the
generation loss due to the
reduction in import of coal has
been compensated from high-
er generation from domestic
coal-based plants.

"We aim to achieve 500
GW installed capacity from
non-fossil fuel-based capacity
(hydro, nuclear, solar, wind,
biomass, etc.) by 2030. This will
reduce the pressure on coal-
based generation to a large
extent," he also told the House.

The reply showed that
938.36 billion units (BU) power
is generated through coal-
based thermal plants during
April-February (2021-22) com-
pared to 850.89 BU in the
same period of 2020-21.

The power generation
from coal-based power plants
stood at 950.93 BU (2020-21),

961.21 BU (2019-20) and
987.68 BU (2018-19).

The power was generated
at the total coal-based moni-
tored capacity of 203.89 GW in
the country.

The minister told the
House that there was a decrease
in the coal-fired electricity
produced in the country dur-
ing the financial year 2020-21
as compared to the previous
year 2019-2020 due to the

COVID-19 pandemic.
However, he stated that

coal-fired generation has
increased during the current
year 2021-22 (up to February
2022) as compared to the same
period of the previous year.

As on March 6, 2022, coal-
based generation capacity is
2,03,889.5 MW out of the total
capacity of 395,592.86 MW
i.E. About 52 per cent.

As per optimal generation

capacity mix projections for
2029-30 prepared by the
Central Electricity Authority
(CEA), the capacity for coal-
based thermal projects will be
about 267 GW in 2030. This is
out of the total projected capac-
ity of 817 GW i.E. About 32 per
cent, due to the corresponding
increase in non-fossil fuel-
based electricity generation
capacity.

In another reply to the
House, the minister said
1,16,766 MW of power gener-
ation capacity is under con-
struction, including 72,606
MW renewable (including large
hydro projects), 15,700 MW
nuclear and 28,460 MW ther-
mal. The increasing demand for
power in the country is being
met with a commensurate
increase in power generation.

A generation capacity of
15,978.84 MW has been added
during the year 2021-22 (up to
February 28, 2022), which
includes 3,825 MW of thermal,
213 MW of hydro (above 25
MW capacity) and 11,940.84
MW from other renewable
energy sources.
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Over Rs 53,600 crore of
GST compensation for the

current fiscal is yet to be
released to the states, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
said in the Rajya Sabha on
Tuesday.  

So far this fiscal, Rs 96,576
crore has been released to the
states on account of GST com-
pensation, and an additional Rs
1.59 lakh crore has been given
as back-to-back loan to make
good the revenue shortfall on
account of Goods and Services
Tax (GST) 
implementation.

Under the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) law, states
were guaranteed to be com-
pensated bi-monthly for any
loss of revenue in the first five
years of GST implementation
from July 1, 2017.

The shortfall is calculated
assuming a 14 per cent annu-
al growth in GST collections by
states over the base year of

2015-16.
The compensation

amount to be paid from the
compensation fund is arrived at
by levying cess on top of the
highest tax slab on luxury,
demerit and sin 
goods.

"Centre is committed to
release full GST Compensation
to the States/UTs as per GST
(Compensation to States) Act,
2017 for the transition period
by extending the levy of
Compensation cess beyond 5
years to meet the GST revenue
shortfall as well as servicing the
loan borrowed through special
window scheme," Sitharaman
said.

Giving details of GST com-
pensation yet to be released to
the states for current fiscal
ending March, the minister
said Rs 53,661 crore is yet to be
released for the 2021-22 
fiscal.

This include Rs 11,563
crore to be released to
Maharashtra, Rs 6,954 crore to

Uttar Pradesh, Rs 6,733 crore
to Tamil Nadu, Rs 5,461 crore
to Delhi and Rs 4,292 crore to
West Bengal.

Sitharaman further said
GST compensation for finan-
cial years 2017-18, 2018-19,
2019-20 and 2020-21 has
already been paid to the
States/UTs.

"The economic impact of
the pandemic has led to high-
er compensation requirement
due to lower GST collection
and at the same time lower col-
lection of GST compensation
cess," she 
said.

In a separate reply,
Minister of State for Finance
Pankaj Chaudhary said the
total GST collection during
the current fiscal till February
is over Rs 13.33 lakh crore. This
include Central GST mop up of
over Rs 2.43 lakh crore,
Integrated GST of over Rs 6.87
lakh crore, State GST of over Rs
3.11 lakh crore and cess of Rs
90,442 crore.
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Sri Lanka's Finance Minister
Basil Rajapaksa on Tuesday

left for New Delhi to ink a fresh
USD 1 billion bailout package
with India, amid a crippling
economic meltdown staring at
the island nation.  

Rajapaksa left for India for
a two-day official visit for cru-
cial talks with the Indian
Government for broader finan-
cial assistance to tide over Sri
Lanka's economic 
crisis.  

During the visit, Rajapaksa
will discuss the USD 1 billion
loan that is expected to fund
the country's fuel, food and
medicine imports, the finance
ministry here said.

The Finance Minister is
accompanied by the Secretary
to the Treasury, S.R. Attygalle,
the state-run Daily News news-
paper reported.  

In December 2021, Basil
Rajapaksa, the younger broth-
er of Sri Lankan President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa and Prime

Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa,
embarked on a two-day trip to
India, his first overseas visit
since he assumed office in July
2021. 

In January this year,
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar held talks with Basil
Rajapaksa and discussed pro-
jects and investment plans by
India that would strengthen the
economy of the island 
nation.  

Interestingly, Rajapaksa's
visit to New Delhi comes on the
day when the Sri Lankan gov-
ernment said it will seek finan-
cial support from the
International Monetary Fund
(IMF) as it desperately tries to
salvage the country's belea-
guered economy that is cur-
rently reeling under a severe
foreign exchange crisis.

Sri Lanka's worsening for-
eign-exchange shortage has
seriously impacted the energy
sector, which depends entirely
on imports for its oil 
needs.

The fuel shortage has led to

long queues at understocked
pumps across the country.

Sri Lanka's economy is
also seeing a scarcity of food
and other essentials, which
has pushed inflation to a record
25 per cent last month.
Tourism, another key foreign-
exchange earner for Sri Lanka,
was hit hard due to the pan-
demic. PTIDC/Single Govt
gets Rs 4,353 cr as dividend
tranches from 7 
CPSEs   

New Delhi, Mar 15 (PTI)
The government on Tuesday
said it has received Rs 4,353
crore as dividend tranches
from seven public sector enter-
prises, including Coal India
and PFC.  

"Government has respec-
tively received about Rs 575
crore and Rs 2038 crore from
Nuclear Power Corporation of
India Ltd and Coal India Ltd as
dividend tranches,"
Department of Investment and
Public Asset Management
(DIPAM) Secretary Tuhin
Kanta Pandey tweeted.
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The Government on Tuesday
said irregularities in the

appointment of chief strategic
adviser in the NSE during the
tenure of a former MD&CEO
were observed and the appoint-
ment was made without fol-
lowing due process.

The Securities and
Exchange Board of India (Sebi)
has informed that an ex-
MD&CEO of NSE, had sought
guidance from a 'siddha
purusha/yogi', Minister of State
for Finance Pankaj Chaudhry
said in a written reply to the
Rajya Sabha.

During the course of inves-
tigation by Sebi, it was found
that certain emails on various
matters were exchanged by
that MD&CEO with the yogi,
he said. "Sebi has informed that
irregularities were observed in
the appointment of the chief
strategic advisor (CSA), during
the tenure of that ex-
MD&CEO of NSE. This

appointment was made without
following due process of
appointment," Chaudhry
added.

Accordingly, Sebi imposed
monetary penalty and other
restrictions on that ex-
MD&CEO and the then CSA
for violation of provisions of
Sebi Act, 1992 and SCRA,
1956/Securities Contracts
(Regulation) Act.

The matter relates to for-
mer NSE CEO Chitra
Ramkrishna and Group
Operating Officer Anand
Subramanian, who are cur-
rently under the custody of the
CBI, as the agency is probing
them in the co-location scam.

In the co-location facility
offered by NSE, brokers could
place their servers within the
stock exchange premises giving
them faster access to the mar-
kets.

It is alleged that some bro-
kers in connivance with insid-
ers abused the algorithm and
the co-location facility to make

windfall profits.
The CBI probe has shown

that Ramkrishna was appoint-
ed as Joint MD of NSE in 2009
and remained in the position
till March 31, 2013, with the
power of DMD. She was ele-
vated as MD and CEO on
April 1, 2013, and left the
bourse in 2016.

Earlier on February 11,
the capital markets regulator
levied a fine of Rs 3 crore on
Ramkrishna, among others for
violating securities contract
rules in appointment of Anand
Subramanian as group operat-
ing officer and advisor to MD.

It also levied fine of Rs 2
crore each on the NSE, former
CEO Ravi Narain and
Subramanian.

Ramkrishna, who suc-
ceeded former CEO Ravi
Narain in 2013, had appointed
Subramanian as her advisor
who was later elevated as group
operating officer (GOO) at a fat
pay cheque of Rs 4.21 crore
annually. 
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The rupee pared its early
gains to close down by 8

paise at 76.62 against the US
dollar on Tuesday, marking its
third straight day of losses due
to sustained forex outflows,
concerns over inflation and
expectations of rate hike by the
US Federal Reserve.

Besides, heavy selling in
domestic equities also weighed
on the domestic unit, forex
traders said.

Uncertainty over the con-
flict in Ukraine and an expect-
ed rate hike by the US Federal
Reserve on Wednesday are
keeping markets edgy, they
said.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the rupee
opened strong at 76.40 against
the American dollar. However,
it pared gains later to enter the
negative territory as investors
turned cautious amid intensi-
fying Russia-Ukraine conflict.
During the day, it moved in the
range of 76.32 and 76.68.

The local unit settled at
76.62 against the dollar, down
8 paise from the previous close.
The rupee has declined by
0.25 per cent in three sessions
to Tuesday.

"The rupee movement
remains muted in the last two
days even after fall in crude oil
prices as market participants
await FOMC meeting outcome.
Rise in US bond yields ahead
of Fed meeting, as market is
anticipating a 25 bps rate hike,
which supported broad-based
dollar strength," Dilip Parmar,
Research Analyst, HDFC
Securities, said.

The focus will remain on
US Fed statements on future
rate hike and impact of geopo-
litical uncertainty on inflation
and growth, he added.

Spot USD/INR is expect-
ed to oscillate between 76.30
and 76.85 with medium-term
bullish trend, Parmar said.

Jateen Trivedi, Senior
Research Analyst at LKP
Securities, said that the cur-
rency market awaits trigger
from Fed's policy meeting on
March 16. A dovish stance
shall strengthen the rupee
whereas any hawkish indica-
tions can affect the rupee neg-
atively.

"Crude prices sell-off has
given strength to the rupee but
rising inflation has kept pres-
sure with hikes expected from
the US Fed's meeting. The
rupee has seen limited gains
despite the fall in crude prices,"
Trivedi added.

Meanwhile, the dollar
index, which gauges the green-
back's strength against a basket
of six currencies, was trading
0.31 per cent lower at 98.71.

On the domestic equity mar-
ket front, the 30-share Sensex

ended 709.17 points or 1.26 per
cent lower at 55,776.85, while
the broader NSE Nifty
advanced 208.30 points or 1.23
per cent to 16,663. Meanwhile,
global oil benchmark Brent
crude futures slipped 5.36 per
cent to USD 101.17 per barrel.

Foreign institutional
investors continued their sell-
ing spree in Indian markets as
they offloaded shares worth Rs
176.52 crore on a net basis on
Monday, according to the
exchange data.
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With aim to detect, man-
age, and remediate cyber

threats and vulnerabilities,
automotive components man-
ufacturing company Steelbird
International is facilitating
Cybellum Technologies 
Ltd.  

"This is a breakthrough
initiative. As we move in an
increasingly interconnected
world, the threat of cyberat-
tacks and the need to adopt
effective solutions has also sky-
rocketed. Currently, a very
small percentage of vehicles,
both ICEs and EVs, are pro-
tected by cybersecurity solu-
tions," says Manav Kapur,
Executive Director, Steelbird
International.
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Consumer Affairs
Secretary Rohit Kumar Singh
on Tuesday stressed that there
should not be a situation of
monopoly by large e-com-
merce players like Amazon
and Flipkart, and there is a
need to prepare a new frame-
work to protect consumers as
well as small retailers. Stating
that the size of e-commerce
players like Amazon and
Flipkart will keep growing,
Singh stressed on the need to
protect consumers from possi-
ble monopolistic situation. 

On the sidelines of the
event, the secretary said the
symmetry between consumers
and suppliers is going in favour
of intermediaries (market
places). 
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Gold price tumbled Rs 668
to Rs 51,727 per 10 grams

in the national capital on
Tuesday following a decline in
the international precious
metal prices, according to
HDFC Securities.  

In the previous trade, the
precious metal settled at Rs
52,395 per 10 grams.

Silver also tanked Rs 1,390
to Rs 67,997 per kg from Rs
69,387 per kg in the previous
trade.

In the international mar-
ket, gold traded 1 per cent
lower at USD 1,930 per ounce
and silver was flat at USD
25.58 per ounce.

"Gold prices traded lower
with spot gold prices at
COMEX trading 1 per cent
down at USD 1,930 per ounce
on Tuesday," HDFC Securities
Senior Analyst Commodities
Tapan Patel said.
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No public sector bank has
faced any loss in the April-

December period of the cur-
rent fiscal year, and clocked a
collective net profit of Rs
48,874 crore during this peri-
od, the government said in
Parliament on Tuesday.  

"No PSB has suffered loss-
es in the current financial year
up to December 31, 2021.
During the said period of the
first three quarters of the cur-
rent financial year, all the PSBs
have registered net profit of Rs
48,874 crore," Minister of State
for Finance Bhagwat Karad
said in a written reply in the
Rajya Sabha.

Responding to a query on
profit earned by PSBs since
2010, the minister citing the
data from the Reserve Bank,
said the public sector banks
earned a combined net profit of
Rs 31,820 crore in 2020-21.

However, there were col-
lective losses for five straight
years during 2015-16 to 2019-
20. The highest amount of net
loss was registered in 2017-18
at Rs 85,370 crore, followed by
Rs 66,636 crore in 2018-19; Rs
25,941 crore in 2019-20; Rs
17,993 crore in 2015-16 and Rs
11,389 crore in 2016-17.

During the period from
2009-10 to 2014-15, the PSBs
were earning profits on their
books.

When asked if the number
of branches of PSBs has
decreased over time, Karad
said : "No".

During the period from
March 31, 2010 to March 31,
2021, he said the number of
branches of PSBs have
increased from 58,650 (includ-
ing 13,596 metropolitan and
14,959 semi-urban branches)
to 84,694 (including 16,369
metropolitan and 23,347 semi-
urban branches).

*	���&��������	��&���������	�����
������9��������	�/��;�?6�	������������

���
� �>��>�

The UK government on
Tuesday announced a ban

on exports to Russia of high-
end luxury goods and imposed
new import tariffs on key
Russian products like vodka as
part of a latest wave of eco-
nomic sanctions in response to
the Russia-Ukraine 
conflict.

Russian vodka is one of the
iconic products affected by the
tariff increases, while the
export ban will also affect lux-
ury vehicles, high-end fashion
and works of art. 

The British government
said the latest measures will
cause maximum harm to
Russian President Vladimir
Putin's war machine while
minimising the impact on UK
businesses.

“Our new tariffs will fur-
ther isolate the Russian econ-
omy from global trade, ensur-
ing it does not benefit from the
rules-based international sys-
tem it does not respect,” said
UK Chancellor Rishi 
Sunak.

“These tariffs build on the
UK's existing work to starve
Russia's access to internation-
al finance, sanction Putin's
cronies and exert maximum
economic pressure on his
regime,” he said.

The UK has published an
initial list of goods worth GBP
900 million, including bever-
ages and spirits, glass and glass-
ware, paper and paperboard,
machinery, antiques, and arti-
ficial fur, which will now face
additional 35 percent tariff,
on top of current 
tariffs.
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The bells are ringing again, laugh-
ter echoes in the halls and class-
rooms, the swings have come

back to life-it is so good to see children
back where they belong-amidst their
friends and teachers.  A pall of gloom
has been lifted from the dull, lifeless
classrooms.  There is a buzz of activi-
ty—the tiny tots entering their schools
for the first time physically-intimidat-
ed by the sudden socialising, unable to
sit in class or follow basic instructions.
The middle-schoolers, bursting with
energy and curiosity, glad to be out of
confinement. The high schoolers are
partly lackadaisical due to the pro-
longed lockdown, partly stressed due to
the imminent board exams. 

The onus lies on the educators now.
We need to reflect, understand our
learners, re-connect with them and
adapt to this change. We have to keep
aside our personal challenges of resum-
ing work and adopt new patterns and
new techniques to bond with our stu-
dents.  School is not merely a classroom
restricted to teaching and assessment.
It is a second home where they learn
basic interpersonal skills of caring, shar-
ing, learning together and class-con-
duct.  Think of the toddler who has
stepped into a real classroom for the
first time, met his teacher whom he has
hitherto only seen on screen.  Every
minute in the school is a novel experi-
ence for him-unfamiliar and somewhat
scary. I recently met the mother of one
such 6-yr old.  

She shared how the child was very
excited to come to school on the first
day, but was reluctant on the next day.
He had done his maths-if he stayed at
home, he could play or lie down after
one hour of online classes but coming
to school involved the arduous task of
getting ready, sitting in class, paying
attention and mingling with other
bewildered toddlers like him.  He
decided it was easier to stay at home.
To follow a routine, be a part of a team,
obey orders, conduct himself as expect-
ed were all too intimidating for him.  

These are going to be our chal-
lenges in the coming months.  The
teaching fraternity will need to muster
up all their patience and perseverance,

innovate and engage their learners in
diverse ways.

The adolescent students will have
to be handled with delicacy too.  Pre-
pubescent mentality, lack of exposure
to opposite sex, lack of physical activ-
ity, too much screen time, over-depen-
dency on gadgets and virtual well-being
will have to be assessed and borne in
mind while helping them adjust well in
classrooms again.  

Teachers will need to be more
flexible while teaching and assessing.
We will have to re-invest ourselves to
adopt active learning techniques.  The
thrust needs to be in getting the chil-
dren ready for school-and sustaining it.
If all teachers are empowered to engage
children in active learning,  they will
certainly look forward to coming back.
With a clear understanding of keeping
the happiness quotient high in our
classrooms, we should be able to
address this challenge appropriately.
We need to prepare the earth before we
can begin sowing the seeds of learning.
We need to nurture more than 
ever before. 
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International Entrance
Awards at Langara College,
Canada
Undergraduate programmes

undertaken at Langara College
by international students will be
covered under the award amount
from this grant. Students must
have achieved an IELTS score of
7.0 and 76 per cent from their
previous institution to be eligi-
ble to receive this award.

Award: Tuition fee
Course Level: UG
Eligibility: The applicants

must be approved for admission
to Langara as an international
student. 

Supporting documents:
Copy of your Offer of Admission
letter, Copy of IELTS score, if
applicable, Copies of transcripts
from previous institutions show-
ing a minimum average of B+
(or equivalent), Two references
and Personal statement

Admission requirements:
Must have met all admission
requirements and received an
offer of admission and have,e a
B+ average, equivalent to a GPA
of 3.33 or 76 per centfrom their
previous institution (high school
or post-secondary)

Language requirement:
IELTS – 7.0

How to apply: Admission
applications to Langara College
must be made on its application
portal. Students interested to
participate to win the award can

scroll down on this page and fill
out the available form 

Application deadline: May
31, 2022, at 4 pm

Ivey Global Leader Award in
Canada

The leadership awards are
available to support dazzling
worldwide students entering
enroll in the MBA degree pro-
gram at the school in Canada.

Award: $50,000 CDN each
Course Level: Master’s
Eligibility: Must have an

undergraduate degree from a
recognized university

Supporting documents:
Unofficial transcripts from all
post-secondary institutions. One
copy of official/certified tran-
scripts will be required if a can-
didate receives an admissions
offer. GMAT score or GRE score,
GMAT requirement is waived
for applicants who have passed
all 3 Levels of the CFA designa-
tion, Resumé demonstrating a
minimum of two years, full-time
work experience, TOEFL or
IELTS score  and Two profes-
sional references

Admission requirements:
Must meet all entry require-
ments of the school

Language requirements:
Good level of written and spo-
ken English

How to apply: Admission in
the MBA degree programme at
the university. After that, they
can complete an online applica-
tion form for this grant

Application deadline:
September 19, 2022

The US Education Secretary in
the 1960s, John Gardner,
once wondered, can we be

equal and excellent at the same time.
Since then, co-existential frames of
access, equity, quality and afford-
ability in education have been wide-
ly debated. Such an all-encom-
passing education system needs to
ensure access to quality education
to all knowledge seekers at their
doorstep and at an affordable cost
for creating a large pool of effective
learners endowed with domain
knowledge, soft and hard skills
and the ability to communicate
across cultures, time and space. The
student community, especially in
India, is a heterogeneous group with
a great diversity of needs and
requires a variety of formats of
learning, pace, style choices of
learning, and other associated forms
of flexibility. 

Information and
Communication Technology (ICT)
can help us a great deal in this regard
as it is fast emerging as an enabler
for bringing innovative disruptions
in higher education and is creating
new narratives of learning.
Technological advancement in the
modern world is so fast and relevant
that higher education institutions
(HEIs) that are unable to make use
of technological disruptions in
higher education to equip them-
selves to embrace the changes hap-
pening in the teaching and learning
processes will lose their relevance. 

Digitalisation of higher educa-
tion is a crucial factor in this con-
text as it helps create responsive
administration, multidisciplinary
curriculum, appropriate pedagogies
(experiential learning) and real-time
performance evaluation in com-
mensuration with learning out-
comes, effective communication,
inter-connectedness, seamless avail-
ability of e-learning resources even
in remotest rural areas, innovations
and entrepreneurship, and collab-
oration and outreach. Moreover,
digitalisation will help those learn-
ers who cannot be in the classroom
and those who are differently-
abled.

Digitalisation in Indian higher
education began with the produc-
tion of quality e-contents and
courseware by Electronic and
Multimedia Resource Centres
(EMRC) under Consortium for
Educational Communication and
their dissemination through 24x7
Vyas higher Education TV channel
and thirty-two SWAYAMPRABHA
DTH channels. This digitalisation
process has been accelerated during
the last decade by the Ministry of
Education through several initiatives
related to access to online courses,
quality digital academic content,
academic research, and institu-
tional administrative practices. 

For online courses and access
to online content, Massive Open

Online Courses through SWAYAM
platform, National Programme on
Technology Enhanced Learning,
e-PG Pathshala (curriculum-based
interactive e-contents), e-Acharya (a
portal to host all e-contents devel-
oped through projects under NME-
ICT), FOSSE (Free/Libre and Open
Source Software for Education)
and SAKSHAT (a one-stop educa-
tion portal) are available. 

e-Shodh Sindhu (Consortia for
higher education e-resources), e-
ShodhGangotri (a digital reposito-
ry of thesis and dissertations),
Shodh Shudhhi (plagiarism detec-
tion software),  National Digital
Library (a digital repository of vast
academic content) are databases and
tools made available to further aca-
demic research. 

Similarly, to facilitate skill
development and innovation
through virtual learning environ-
ment in science, engineering,
technology and design develop-
ment, e-Yantra (labs for training
in embedded systems), e-Kalpa
(digital learning environment for
design), Virtual Labs (Web-
enabled experiments designed for
remote – operation), Spoken
Tutorial (Tutorials in IT applica-
tion), SOS Tools (software and
simulation packages), Text
Transcription of Video Contents,
OSCAR (Open Source
Courseware’s Animation
Repository) are available.
Additionally, VIDWAN (a digital
database of experts), is made
available to promote expertise
sharing and collaboration among
academics and institutions.

Digital academic management
is ensured by the National Academic
Depository through DigiLocker
(for ensuring 24x7 availability of all
awards of students in digital form)
and Baadal (NME-ICT cloud devel-
opment and deployment of eGov
applications for academic needs),
and SAMARTH project is improv-
ing the efficiency of administrative,
financial and evaluation related
activities by reducing response time
and promoting ease of doing edu-
cation. All these efforts have made
a solid foundation necessary for cre-
ating an ecosystem of digitalisation
in higher education. These initia-
tives will also be of immense use to
the proposed digital university that
is expected to be established on the
University 4.0 model. 

The digitalisation of higher
education witnessed a steep rise
during the COVID-19 pandemic,
compelling HEIs to resort to online
teaching using LMS. It is evident
now that higher education will
witness an extensive use of digital-

isation in course design, practice-
driven teaching, research, assess-
ment, and all other aspects of
teaching and learning to create a
next-generation learning environ-
ment. 

For the learners, digitalisation
powered flexibility, adaptability,
and personalisation make learning
a joyful enterprise, in both online
and traditional classroom learning.
Through technology-enabled
flipped classes, virtual reality ses-
sions, virtual labs, digital models and
simulations, gamification, e-docu-
ments, e-text and reference books,
online assignments, apprentice-
ships and vast and open educational
resources, students can have engag-
ing learning experiences. 

To facilitate the impending
transition, HEIs need to use appro-
priate technology for building a
credible ecosystem that improves
learning outcomes and provides
personalisation. This can be accom-
plished by using ICT, embracing
hybrid learning models, building
industry associations and develop-
ing 21st-century life skills and com-
petencies. The HEIs continuously
need to upgrade their curricula,
course contents, pedagogy, evalua-
tion, integrate problem-solving
research with academics, conduct
research in the digital environ-
ment with peers across the globe
and adapt modular models. HEIs
also need to turn to learner-centric
approaches revolving around soft
and domain- specific skills crucial
for enhancing learners’ employa-
bility. They need to embrace hybrid
learning models comprising offline,

online, on-labs, onsite platforms and
include industry, skill-hubs and
unorganised learning centres in
rural India by building industry-
academia collaboration and out-
reach activities. 

Implementation of National
Education Policy-2020 cannot be
thought of without the digitalisation
of higher education. Capacity build-
ing of faculty members in digitali-
sation technologies must be carried
out for empowering them to
embrace the advancement that the
teaching-learning process is wit-
nessing.  However, funding will be
a great barrier to the effective dig-
italisation of higher education since
large-scale investments in hardware,
software and in providing high
bandwidth internet connectivity in
remote and rural areas is needed to
create a robust digital architecture
required for an all-encompassing,
all-inclusive and flexible learning
ecosystem. Overcoming these road-
blocks should be paramount for the
long-term success of the ongoing
process of the digitalisation of high-
er education. This success will
ensure that the screen savvy ten-
dency of gen-next is harnessed in
the right earnest and that their
dwindling memory span is also
enhanced. Educational planners
and leaders need to appreciate this
and take responsibility for the dig-
italisation of their respective insti-
tutions. Those HEIs not becoming
part and parcel of this process and
thus not keeping themselves digi-
tally ready will, in fact, be doing a
great disservice to the learning sys-
tem of the nation.
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Karim Benzema became
the highest French

goalscorer in history on
Monday after his double
gave Real Madrid a 3-0 win
over Mallorca, sending them
10 points clear at the top of
La Liga.

But the Frenchman had
to go off late on with what
looked like an injury in his
lower left leg, giving Madrid
a serious headache before
Sunday's Clasico against
Barcelona.

Vinicius Junior, who
opened the scoring, and

Rodrygo also suffered prob-
lems in the second half.

Benzema's absence for
the game at the Santiago
Bernabeu would come as a
serious blow to Madrid, after
the striker continued his scin-
tillating recent run with two
more goals at Son Moix.

After scoring a hat-trick
to help Madrid defeat Paris
Saint-Germain 3-1 in the
Champions League last week,
the 34-year-old's penalty
against Mallorca took his
career tally to 412 goals,
putting him one above
Thierry Henry in the all-
time list of French scorers.

Benzema then made it
413 for him and three for
Madrid with a superb head-
er late on, only to limp off in
obvious discomfort.

IMMOBILE'S NEW FEAT
Rome: Ciro Immobile

broke Lazio's all-time Serie A
scoring record on Monday
with the only goal in his
team's 1-0 win over struggling
Venezia which moved them
fifth.

Immobile, who also had
a goal ruled out for offside
just after the break, smashed
home a 58th-minute penalty
to take his top-flight tally with

Lazio to 144, one more than
Italian goalscoring icon Silvio
Piola.

Piola is Serie A's all-time
leading scorer with 274 goals
over a 25-year career in which
his biggest honour was the
1938 World Cup for his
national team.

He played at Lazio for
nine of those years and scored
149 times overall for the
Roman club, another record
broken towards the end of last
season by Immobile who is
now on 175 Lazio goals in all
competitions after netting a
league-leading 21st of the
season. 
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Manchester City wasted a
host of chances in a dam-

aging 0-0 draw at Crystal Palace
on Monday that severely dent-
ed their bid to retain the
Premier League title.

Pep Guardiola's side had 18
shots and 74 percent of the pos-
session, but left Selhurst Park
ruing a series of misses on a sig-

nificant night in the title race.
Bernardo Silva and Aymeric

Laporte were guilty of the most
glaring miscues, with Palace
keeper Vicente Guaita keeping
the leaders at bay with several
saves.

With second placed
Liverpool having won at
Brighton on Saturday, City are
now just four points clear of
Jurgen Klopp's team.

Liverpool can close to with-
in one point of City if they win
their game in hand at fourth
placed Arsenal on Wednesday.

City had won four of their
last five league games, including
a scintillating 4-1 demolition of
Manchester United in their
most recent top-flight outing.

But, given Liverpool's red-
hot form, the stalemate in south
London could tip the balance of
power towards Merseyside.
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Eight South African cricketers
with IPL contracts will play

in a one-day series against
Bangladesh before leaving for
India.

Cricket South Africa on
Tuesday named a 16-man squad
for the three-match series, which
is part of the World Cup Super
League.

The series will be played
between March 18 and 23. The
IPL starts on March 26 which
means that the South African
players may miss the start of the
tournament because of quaran-
tine requirements.

But it is not yet clear
whether IPL-bound players will
be available to play for South
Africa in two World
Championship Tests against
Bangladesh which follow the
one-day games and only finish

on April 12.
Fast bowler Anrich Nortje,

who has not played for South
Africa since the T20 World
Cup in November, remains
unavailable as he continues
rehabilitation because of a hip
injury. The IPL players in the
squad are Quinton de Kock,
Marco Jansen, Aiden Markram,
David Miller, Lungi Ngidi,
Dwaine Pretorius, Kagiso
Rabada and Rassie van der
Dussen.
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Daniil Medvedev was sent
crashing out of the

ATP/WTA Indian Wells
Masters in a stunning defeat to
Gael Monfils on Monday that
ended the Russian's three-week
reign as World No 1. On a day
of upsets in the California
desert, Medvedev was the high-
est profile casualty to be sent
packing, outfoxed 4-6, 6-3, 6-
1 by veteran Frenchman
Monfils.

The defeat means Novak
Djokovic will on Monday
return to the top of the world
rankings, three weeks after
Medvedev claimed the spot.

The shocks continued in
the evening session as Greek

fifth seed Stefanos Tsitsipas
tumbled out to 21-year-old
American Jenson Brooksby.

Brooksby, ranked 43rd in
the world, advanced to the
last 16 with a 1-6, 6-3, 6-2 win.

As Medvedev was left
reflecting on his early exit,
Rafael Nadal's unbeaten start to
2022 continued with a straight-
sets defeat of Britain's Dan
Evans.

The 21-time Grand Slam
champion recorded his 17th
straight victory of the year
with a 7-5, 6-3 defeat of the
27th seed.

Nadal will play Reilly
Opelka in the last 16 after the
American 17th seed downed
Canada's Denis Shapovalov,
seeded 13, 6-7(4), 6-4, 6-4.
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All eyes will be on in-form
shuttler Lakshya Sen, dou-

ble Olympic medallist P V
Sindhu and World
Championships Silver medallist
Kidambi Srikanth as they look to
break India's 21-year title
drought at the All England
Championships, which begins
here on Wednesday.

The top Indian players,
including Sindhu, Saina Nehwal
and Srikanth have failed to lift
the prestigious trophy with
Pullela Gopichand (2001) and
Prakash Padukone (1980) still
remaining the only two Indians
to claim the coveted title.

While Saina had come close
by reaching the finals in 2015, it
remained elusive for Sindhu,
who has otherwise claimed
medals in all other big-ticket
events such as Olympics, World
C h a m p i o n s h i p s ,
Commonwealth Games and
Asian Games.

While Sindhu, seeded sixth,
will once again be in the reckon-
ing, it will be unseeded Sen who
will be in focus this time, given
the kind of build-up the 20-year-
old had ahead of the Super 1000
event.

The Almora shuttler will be
the cynosure of all eyes as he
steps on to the court against
compatriot Sourabh Verma in
the opening round.

Sindhu, however, exited in
the second round at the German
Open after a shock defeat to a
lower-ranked Zhang Yi Man of
China and would look to quick-
ly recover from the loss when she
opens her campaign against a
tricky world No 17 Chinese
Wang Zhi Yi.

Saina, who struggled against
Thailand's Ratchanok Intanon at

German Open, will face a huge
challenge when she opens
against another another Thai
player and world No 10
Pornpawee Chochuwong.

Former world No 1 Srikanth
too has looked in good touch but
he has not been able to go the
distance in close matches and
that would be high on his agen-
da when he opens against
Thailand's Kantaphon
Wangcharoen.

For Tokyo Olympian B Sai
Pranneth it would be easier said
than done as he faces Olympic
champion Viktor Axelsen in the
opening round.

Among others, Sameer
Verma could be a dark horse as
he looked in good touch in the
few events he had played before
a calf injury ruled him out last
year. He will begin his campaign
against Dutch Mark Caljouw.

On a comeback trail, HS
Prannoy will square off against
the supremely talented Kunlavut
Vitidsarn of Thailand.

In men's doubles, Chirag
Shetty and Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy will look to contin-
ue the momentum after their title
run at India Open in January.

The duo has been pitted
against Scotland's Alexander
Dunn and Adam Hall in the first
round and could face world No
1 Kevin Sukamuljo and Marcus
Gideon in the quarterfinals.

Dhruv Kapila and MR
Arjun will face an uphill task as
they cross swords with world No
2 pair of Mohammad Ahsan and
Hendra Setiawan in the first
round.

In women's doubles,
Commonwealth Games Bronze
winners Ashwini Ponnappa and
N Sikki Reddy will meet Japan's
Kie Nakanishi and Rin Iwanaga
in the first round. 
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India's campaign in the $2 mil-
lion Singapore Smash came to

an end with the quarterfinal exit
of Manika Batra and Archana
Kamath in the women's doubles
here on Tuesday.

The second-seeded Japanese
pair of Hina Hayata and Mima
Ito needed just 25 minutes to
dispose of the Indian duo 11-7,
11-4, 11-8 to enter the semifi-
nals. Ranked No 6 in doubles,
Manika and Archana struggled
against the left-right Japanese
onslaught, but tackling left-han-
der Hayata's powerful spins
turned out to be a big ask.

There was no respite for the
Indians from the right-hander
Ito either. The Indian players
face their next challenge in 
the March 13-17 WTT Feeder
Doha 2022. 
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Star batter Suryakumar Yadav
might have to sit out of the

Mumbai Indians' IPL opener
against Delhi Capitals on March

27 as he is unlikely to fully
recover from a hairline frac-
ture on his thumb.

Yadav, one of the four
players retained by

Mumbai Indians, sus-
tained the injury dur-
ing the T20 series
against the West
Indies and subse-
quently missed the
assignment against
Sri Lanka.

"Surya is cur-
rently at the
NCA doing his
rehabilitation.
He is well on
his way to
recovery but
there is a
possibility

that his participation in the open-
ing game will be a real touch and go
affair," a senior BCCI source said.

"So there could be a possibility
that he might be advised by the
board's medical team to not risk
playing the opener," he added.

2 DRS REFERRALS/TEAM
The BCCI has communicated

the Playing Conditions to all the
franchises and one of the welcome
additions is the provision of two
Decision Review System (DRS)
referrals per team.

Also, all new rules recom-
mended by the MCC will also be
applicable, which means saliva
won't be allowed to shine the ball,
a restriction that came into effect
due to COVID-19 but has been cod-
ified as a permanent change by the
custodian of cricket laws.

The new MCC code has 
also moved run-outs at non-strik-
er's end, popularly called
'Mankading', out of the law relating
to "unfair play".

WATSON JOINS DC 
IPL franchise Delhi Capitals

on Tuesday appointed former
Australian all-rounder Shane
Watson as an assistant coach for
the upcoming season of the
league.

The 40-year-old joins the DC
coaching staff comprising Ricky
Ponting (Head Coach), Pravin
Amre (Assistant Coach), Ajit
Agarkar (Assistant Coach) and
James Hopes (Bowling Coach).

"The IPL, the best T20 tourna-
ment in the world. I've got incred-
ible memories as a player, first of
all with Rajasthan Royals winning
it in 2008, led by the incredible
man Shane Warne, RCB and then
CSK," Watson said in a statement
issued by DC.

"I've got incredible memories
as a player, and now coaching
opportunities. It's come to be able
to work under the great Ricky
Ponting. He was an amazing
leader as a captain, and now to be
able to coach under him.
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Their confidence high after
an impressive win over the
West Indies, India would

look for much-needed consis-
tency with the bat against a
struggling England in their
fourth league stage match of the
ICC Women's World Cup here
on Wednesday.

Currently placed third after
a morale-boosting 155-run
against the West Indies, India
would like to keep the winning
momentum going and maintain
its stay in the top four especial-
ly when they take on table top-
pers Australia after England.

After an inexplicably slow
performance against New
Zealand when the Indian batters
played out 162 dot balls, Smriti
Mandhana (123 off 119) and
Harmanpreet Kaur (109 off 107)
produce a splendid batting dis-
play, slamming twin centuries
against the West Indies to power
India to their highest total
(317/8) in the history of the
showpiece event.

Mandhana played a fluent
123 run-knock while Kaur also
continued her fine run, bringing
up her fourth ton and the first
since hitting the famous 171 not
out against Australia in the
2017 World Cup.

The duo will be eager to
continue in the same vein with
the race for semifinal berths
heating up. However, all-
rounder Deepti Sharma, who
has been elevated to the top, has
to do more with the bat as does
skipper Mithali Raj, who has also
been off the boil recently.

Young Richa Ghosh, who
has been brilliant behind the
wickets, has so far crumbled
under the pressure with the
bat. The 18-year-old is yet to

replicate her sensational form
against New Zealand last month.

India also have quality all-
rounders with Sneh Rana and
Puja Vastrakar already display-
ing their ability to convert a poor
show into brilliant final out-
come. The bowling unit, that
seemed a cause of concern
heading into the World Cup, has
so far delivered for the team.

While pacers Meghna
Singh, Pooja Vastrakar and
Jhulan  Goswami are doing a
decent job, the bulk of the wick-
ets have been shared between
the spinners -- Rajeshwari
Gayakwad (7), who is third on
the list of leading wicket takers

in the tournament, and Sneh
Rana (5 wickets).

On the other hand,
England's title defence has been
off to a disastrous start. Heather
Knight and Co. Have lost all
three of their matches to slip
down to the seventh spot on the
points table.

Their inability to close
matches in the dying minutes
has cost the defending champi-
ons dearly.

A loss against India on
Wednesday mean the possibil-
ity of making the top four would
be completely out of their hands,
a prospect England would def-
initely want to avoid.
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Captain Babar Azam's first Test
hundred in two years and Azhar

Shafique's 71 led Pakistan's resis-
tance after Australia set up a huge
target of 506 on day four
Tuesday of the second Test.

Babar was unbeaten on
102 off 198 balls and Shafique
followed his maiden Test hun-
dred in the drawn first Test with
an undefeated 71 off 226 balls
to take Pakistan to 192-2 at
stumps. Pakistan still needs an
improbable 314 runs to achieve
a world record run chase on
the last day or survive the
remaining 90 overs to deny
Australia taking a 1-0 lead in
the three-match series.

Babar and Shafique defied
Australia's reverse swing and
Nathan Lyon's spin on an abra-
sive pitch for well over four
hours. Babar, who made his last
Test century in February 2020

against Bangladesh, raised
his sixth Test hundred when

he top-edged a sweep for two
runs late in the last session. It

took him just over four hours off
180 balls with 12 fours.

Babar and Shafique joined in the
second over after lunch when Azhar

Ali's labors for more than an hour to
score 6 were undone by an lbw from

Cameron Green. Video showed a spike
coming off the gloves before it hit Azhar on

the body, but he chose not to review.
Pakistan's highest successful chase in Test

matches is 382-3 in 2015 when it beat Sri Lanka
by seven wickets at Pallekele.

Earlier, Australia extended its lead to 505
when Cummins declared the second innings at
97-2 after Marnus Labuschagne, on 44, played

Shaheen Afridi back onto his stumps off a mist-
imed pull shot.

Afridi and Hasan Ali didn't allow
first innings century-maker Usman
Khawaja, 44 not out, and Labuschagne
to score quickly in the half hour after

Australia resumed on 81-1. The decla-
ration came earlier than expected.
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Australia routed the West
Indies by seven wickets in

Wellington on Tuesday to
maintain their perfect record
at the Women's Cricket World
Cup.

The tournament's red-hot
favourites produced another
ruthless display to race to a 4-
0 winning record at the one-
day showcase, highlighted by
an unbeaten 83 from Rachael
Haynes.

The win puts the six-time
champions at the top of the
standings with a healthy run
rate, virtually guaranteeing a
semi-final spot.

The West Indies have won
two of their four matches and
remain in with a chance of
making the top four in the
round-robin standings.

West Indies skipper Taylor

made the most of her chance
by battling on to 50 but could
not find any support with
Shemaine Campbelle the next
highest score on 20.

Perry finished on 3-22
and Ashleigh Gardner took 3-
25 as the West Indies were skit-
tled for 131 in 45.5 overs.

The paltry total was never
going to be enough against the
strongest batting line-up in
women's cricket, but the West
Indies did well to make
Australia work for 30.2 overs
to reach the 132-run target.

-���������C����������

������(�����&�����9����
�	�������!��-���1�����������

@��2A����1����!����������
�	��.�
��������8%��

%���������!�����!�1����-
������	�������������=��

<�	,��
����
 ������	-�������
<�	,��
=�


���	���(���'�
-
���
���'�

�
	��
-
<��	
����)���

����
��
�������
��)���2
�����

(�����'������ ��
�	��	����'��
���	����
��	-

����	����	�)��'
�)�����-
���


���	�2�>

Indian campaign
ends in Singapore
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