
��� � ��������	�

In a major development amid
ongoing tension at the bor-

der in Ladakh, China’s Foreign
Minister Wang Yi is likely to
visit New Delhi later this
month.  This will be the first
visit by any Chinese Minister
since the face-off began
between the armies of the two
countries at the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) nearly two years
ago.

Wang Yi is likely to hold
talks on March 24 or 25 with
his Indian counterpart S
Jaishankar.

At present, more than
50,000 troops each of India and
China are facing each other at
some friction points at the
LAC in eastern Ladakh.  Both
sides have held a series of
diplomatic and military level
talks since the stand-off began
in May 2020 leading to a
bloody brawl in June.  

Twenty Indian soldiers,
including the commanding
officer, were killed.  Nearly 40
Chinese soldiers reportedly
died in the clash.  Beijing is yet
to confirm the exact number of
casualties.

Against this backdrop, the

Chinese Minister’s visit is an
indication of a thaw in the ten-
sion between the two countries,
sources said here on
Wednesday.  

While the situation at the
LAC will obviously top the
agenda, the two countries may
also hold parleys on Quad.
China has all along protested
against this grouping compris-
ing India, the US, Japan, and
Australia to ensure peace and
stability in the strategically
important Indo-Pacific region,
they said. The two Ministers
may also take stock of the sit-
uation arising from the ongo-
ing Ukraine conflict.

The proposal for Wang
Yi’s visit came from China,
sources said, adding he will

arrive here after a visit to
Nepal.  He is also likely to tour
Pakistan, Bangladesh, and
Bhutan, it was learned.

Elaborating upon the sig-
nificance of the visit, sources
said, so far both sides are
engaged in parleys at the
diplomatic and military levels.
The 15th round of Corps
Commanders of the two armies
was held on March 11.  

The two countries agreed
to continue the process of dia-
logue to find ways for early dis-
engagement of troops from
the friction points in Eastern
Ladakh. Jaishankar and Wang
Yi had met in person in
September 2020 and
September 2021.  

Continued on Page 2
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Prominent Congress lead-
ers, including former Union

Ministers Ghulam Nabi Azad,
Kapil Sibal, Anand Sharma,
Mani Shankar Aiyar, former
Chief Ministers Bhupinder
Singh Hooda, Shankar Singh
Vaghela, and many more said
the only way forward for the
grand old party is to adopt a
model of "collective" and
"inclusive" leadership and deci-
sion making at all levels. 

Sources said the feelings of
the Wednesday meeting is like-
ly to be conveyed by Azad to
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi. Rahul Gandhi and
Priyanka Gandhi are also
expected to be present at the
meeting. 

The meeting between Azad
and Gandhis would be of great
importance amid the dissatis-
faction of G-23 leaders about
the work style of senior
Congress leaders, especially
the Gandhis.

Sources said Azad will pre-
sent the final proposal of G-23
members before the party's
high command. The G-23 will
decide its future course of
action after the meeting
between Azad and Sonia
Gandhi.

Late Wednesday night after
a marathon four hours meet-
ing, the dissident leaders issued
a joint statement saying, "We
believe that the only way for-
ward is for the Congress to

adopt the model of collective
and inclusive leadership and
decision making at all levels. In
order to oppose the BJP, it is
necessary to strengthen the
Congress party. 

We urge the Congress
party to initiate dialogue with
other like-minded forces to
create a platform to pave the
way for credible alternatives for
2024." 

The meeting was earlier
scheduled over dinner at Sibal's
residence but later Azad host-
ed it at his place because of
Sibal's strong criticism of the
Gandhis and his advice to
them to make way for other
leaders.  

Sources said the venue was
also changed because in the last
meeting of the dissidents held
at Sibal's residence, some
Congressmen resorted to
stone-pelting.

Besides the G-23 leaders,
others like Mani Shankar Aiyar,
PJ Kurein joined the meeting to
work out a future strategy and
dissect what went wrong lead-
ing to the grand old party's poll
debacle in the just-concluded
Assembly polls. 

Others present were
Manish Tewari, Shashi Tharoor
and Sandeep Dikshit, Preneet
Kaur (Lok Sabha member from
Patiala and wife of sacked
Congress leader and former
Chief Minister Amardiner
Singh), and former Haryana
Speaker Kuldeep Sharma.

Continued on Page 2
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Congress president Sonia
Gandhi on Wednesday

alleged a reported “nexus
between big companies, social
media and the Government”
and accused social media giants
of “spreading venom and dis-
information” to  “hack democ-
racy”.

Speaking in the Lok Sabha
during  Zero Hour submission,
the Congress leader said “glob-
al social media companies are
not providing level playing
field to all political parties” and
quoted American publication
Wall Street Journal to drive
home her point that the  “rul-
ing party was being favoured”
by the social media.

“There is a  rising danger
of social media being abused to
hack our democracy. Global
companies like Facebook and
Twitter are used increasingly to
shape political narratives by
leaders, parties, and their prox-
ies,”  said the Opposition leader.

Sonia urged the
Government “to put an end to
the systematic interference  of

Facebook and other social
media in the electoral politics.

“We need to prevent our
democracy and social harmo-
ny regardless of who is in
power,” she said.

The Congress president
also referred to an Al Jazeera
report that has claimed that
Facebook carried advertise-
ments promoting the BJP or
discrediting Opposition...

Continued on Page 2
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The CBI has filed a supple-
mentary charge sheet in the

�3,600-crore AgustaWestland
helicopter procurement scam
against former Defence
Secretary Shashi Kant Sharma
and four Indian Air Force per-
sonnel. Sharma later also
served as Comptroller and
Auditor General of India. He is
probably the first CAG to have
been charge-sheeted in a
bribery case. 

The agency filed the
charge-sheet before a special
court in Delhi after getting the
sanction from the Government
to prosecute Sharma, who was
the Defence Secretary between
2011 and 2013 before serving
as the CAG from 2013-2017.

Sharma also served as Joint
Secretary (Air) in the Defence
Ministry between 2003 and
2007. He is alleged to have been
instrumental, along with other
accused IAF officials, in reduc-
ing the requirement of service
operational ceiling of the heli-

copters to accommodate
AgustaWestland which was
otherwise ineligible to partic-
ipate in the tendering process.
Besides this, he also allegedly
allowed testing of a different
model of AgustaWestland heli-
copter on foreign soil, sources
said.

Besides Sharma, the CBI
has  named then Air Vice
Marshal Jasbir Singh Panesar
(now retired), deputy chief test
pilot SA Kunte, the then Wing
Commander Thomas Mathew
and Group Captain N Santosh,
officials said. Kunte and
Santosh retired as air com-
modores. 

Continued on Page 2
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The Supreme Court on
Wednesday said that One

Rank-One Pension (OROP)
in armed forces is a policy deci-
sion of the Government and
suffers from no constitutional
infirmity. 

The bench of Justices DY
Chandrachud, Surya Kant, and
Vikram Nath said the Centre’s
policy decision of OROP is not
arbitrary and it is not for the
court to go into the policy mat-
ters of the Government. 

The apex court directed
that the pending re-fixation
exercise of OROP which has
not been done due to penden-
cy of the matter before the
court after the expiry of five
years should be carried out
from July 1, 2019, and arrears
be paid to the pensioners in
three months.

The court  had reserved
verdict on February 23 after a
lengthy hearing in the matter
for nearly four days. 

Continued on Page 2
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Two persons, prime accused
in the rapes of two girls of

whom one has died, were
gunned down by the Assam
Police in separate incidents
while allegedly trying to escape
from custody, a senior officer
said on Wednesday.

Both the accused were
arrested on Tuesday, and they
were being taken to their
respective crime scenes in
Guwahati and a tea garden in
Udalguri for further investiga-
tion when both attempted to
flee custody after midnight,
Special Director General of
Police GP Singh told reporters
here. In the first incident in
Guwahati, the accused alleged-
ly attacked the police person-
nel who then opened fire at
him. The accused was taken to
the Gauhati Medical College
Hospital (GMCH), where he
was declared brought dead.

Police said two women
personnel were also hurt in the
attack by the accused, but they
were out of danger. P5
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History was made on
Wednesday with Aam

Aadmi Party (AAP) leader
Bhagwant Mann taking oath as
Punjab’s 28th Chief Minister
amid the call for heralding a
new revolution. Taking oath of
office and secrecy on the “land
of martyrs” with the venue
painted in basanti hue, Mann,
in his first speech as the Chief
Minister, appealed to the party
workers and volunteers to
remain “humble” and “
modest”.

Since Punjab’s reorganisa-
tion in 1966, only the Congress
and Shiromani Akali Dal
(SAD) had dominated the
political scene in the State and
this is for the first time that a
third party Chief Minister has
taken up the State’s reins.

The AAP’s resounding vic-
tory with 92 seats — a figure
achieved for the first time by

any individual party in Punjab
— has perhaps heralded a new
era in the country’s politics
with neither a national nor a
regional party winning the

elections in Punjab.
“The AAP Government

belongs to each and every cit-
izen of Punjab...We are also the
CM for those who didn’t vote

for us,” he said after Punjab
Governor Banwarilal Purohit
administered him the oath of
office and secrecy in a mega
event held at Khatkar Kalan,
the maternal ancestral village of
legendary freedom fighter
Bhagat Singh in Nawanshahr
district.

“Earlier, oath-taking cere-
monies were held at palaces or
the Raj Bhawan. But I chose to
come here because we need to
remember Bhagat Singh —
not once or twice a year, but
every day,” said Mann, who was
the only one to take oath dur-
ing the ceremony, while ending
his oath with “Inquilab
Zindabad”.

Mann pointed out that we
had really got freedom now as
the previous Governments,
during the past 70 years bla-
tantly, ignored the vision and
dreams of our great martyrs
like Shaheed-e-Azam Bhagat
Singh. 

Continued on Page 2
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Amid the decision by vari-
ous BJP-ruled states,

including Gujarat, Uttar
Pradesh  and Madhya Pradesh,
to  make Vivek Agnihotri-
directed controversial film tax-
free, the Maharashtra govern-
ment on Wednesday refused to
grant tax exemption to “The
Kashmir Files”, a film based on
mass killings and the exodus of
Kashmiri Pandits in the 
1990s.   

Making a statement in the
State Assembly, Maharashtra
Deputy chief minister Ajit
Pawar – who also holds the
state Finance portfolio—said
that the state government had
no plans to follow the suit of
the BJP-ruled states and grant
tax exemption to the film “The
Kashmir Files”.  “If the Union

government so desires, it can
grant tax exemption to “The
Kashmir Files”. If the Centre
does it, it will apply to the entire
country," he said.

Pawar’s statement came a
day after the BJP MLAs raised
slogans in the State Assembly
demanding tax exemption for
“The Kashmir Files”. BJP MLA
Nitesh Rane had initially
demanded tax exemption for
the film. Subsequently, other
BJP leaders submitted a mem-
orandum to the Maharashtra
government.

Alluding to the BJP’s
demand for making “The
Kashmir Files” tax-free, Pawar
said: “You will remember that
in the past we had granted tax
exemption to films like Mission
Mangal, Tanaji, Super 30 and
Panipat.. If you look at the tax
exemption, there are two com-
ponents – 50 per cent of CGST
and another 50 per cent of
SGST. Since  Prime Minister
Narendra Modi spoke in glow-
ing terms about “ The Kashmir
Files”, it is in fitness of things
that he announces tax exemp-
tion for the film”.

“If the Maharashtra gov-
ernment takes a decision, it is
only SGST and it applies only
our state. If the Centre grants
CGST exemption on the film,
it will apply to the entire coun-
try. Why can’t he take such a
decision for the entire coun-
try?,” Pawar asked.                     

Starring Anupam Kher,
Darshan Kumar, Mithun
Chakraborty and Pallavi Joshi,
The Kashmir Files has become
a sensation at the box office.
The  film has already been
declared tax-free in the BJP-
ruled states like Gujarat,
Madhya Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh, Karnataka and
Haryana and Bihar.

Given that Maharashtra is
ruled by the Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) – comprising
the Shiv Sena, NCP and
Congress, it is quite unlikely
that the MVA government will
ever grant tax exemption to
The Kashmir Files” , which is
being seen by the Opposition
as more of a propaganda film
for the BJP in the run-up elec-
tions in Gujarat to be held later
this year.
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The SC disposed of a plea
filed by the ex-servicemen
association seeking imple-
mentation of the OROP as
recommended by the Bhagat
Singh Koshyari Committee
with an automatic annual revi-
sion, instead of the current pol-
icy of periodic review once in
five years. 

In the operating part of the
verdict, Justice Chandrachud
said that all pensioners who
hold the same rank may not
form a homogenous class while
taking into account the Assured
Career Progression and
Modified Assured Career
Progression. There is no legal
mandate that pensioners who
hold the same rank must be
given the same pension as they
do not constitute a homoge-
nous class, the top court said.

The verdict came on a plea

filed by the Indian Ex-service-
men Movement (IESM)
through advocate Balaji
Srinivasan against the Centre’s
formula of OROP. The SC had
said that whatever it will decide,
it will be on the conceptual
ground and not on figures. The
apex court had said, “When
you (Centre) revise after five
years, the arrears of five years
are not taken into account. The
hardships of ex-servicemen
can be obviated to a certain
extent if the period is reduced
from five years to a lesser peri-
od”. 

The Centre has said that
when the revision takes place
after five years, the maximum
last drawn pay which has all the
factors is taken into account
with the lowest in the bracket
and it is the golden mean
which is being given. “When
we framed the policy, we did-
n’t want anyone post-

Independence to be left behind. 
The equalisation was done.

We covered the entire past 60-
70 years. Now, to amend it
through the court’s direction,
the implications are not known
to us. Anything with finance
and economics has to be con-
sidered with caution. Period of
five years is reasonable and it
has financial implications also”,
the government had said.          

The clarification was given
by the Centre after the top
court had asked the govern-
ment to clarify whether the
statement made by the then
Finance Minister on February
17, 2014, was based on any
decision or recommendation
by the Union Cabinet. On
February 16, the top court had
said that Centre’s hyperbole on
the OROP policy presented a
much “rosier picture” than
what is actually given to the
pensioners of the Armed forces.

While the first meeting was
on the sidelines of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) meeting in Moscow, the
second meeting took place in
Dushanbe.  The two leaders dis-
cussed the roadmap for reduc-
ing tension and speedy disen-
gagement of troops from the
stand-off sites. Ever since the
LAC standoff began, the top
leadership of India and China
have participated in several vir-
tual meetings of groupings such
as the SCO and BRICS com-
prising Brazil, Russia, India,
China, and South Africa.
However, there were rare one-
on-one or bilateral meetings
between India and China in the
last two years. The talks at var-
ious levels have seen the with-
drawal of troops from the north
and east banks of the Pangong
Tso (lake) in Ladakh in
February last year.  

Earlier, the CBI had also
sought a nod from the Defence
Ministry to prosecute these
Air Force officials and the
charge sheet comes after getting
the requisite sanction, they
said.

The case pertains to alleged
bribery to swing a deal to pro-
cure 12 VVIP helicopters in
favour of AgustaWestland
which was ineligible as its heli-
copters did not meet the 6,000-
meter operational ceiling para-
meter set by the Indian Air
Force (IAF).

The need for new heli-
copters to ferry VVIPs -- the
President, the Prime Minister,
the Vice President and the
Defence Minister — was felt in
1999 when a proposal was
moved to replace the fleet of
Soviet-era Mi8s of the 
IAF.

The CBI has accused then
IAF Chief S P Tyagi of recom-
mending a reduction in the
operational ceiling (maximum
height at which a chopper
operates) of the helicopters
from 6,000 meters to 4,500
meters which brought
AgustaWestland into the race,
the CBI has alleged.

The IAF was strongly
opposed to the changes but

when Tyagi became the chief,
he recommended 
it, the agency has 
alleged.

This was allegedly done at
the behest of Finmeccanica
and AgustaWestland top exec-
utives who engaged the services
of three middlemen —
Christian Michel, Guido
Haschke, and Carlos Gerosa -
- who allegedly paid bribes to
Tyagi and his cousins Rajiv,
Sandeep and Julie, according to
the CBI.

The agency has alleged
that Michel’s firms received
about 42.27 million Euros,
approximately seven percent of
the deal amount, from the
companies as kickbacks to
swing the �3,600-crore deal in
their favour.

The bribes were allegedly
routed through the companies
of Michel and an advocate,
Gautam Khaitan, in the form of
multiple contracts through lay-
ered transactions to camouflage
the payments and portray the
bribes as 
genuine business deals.

The first chargesheet in
the case was filed in September
2017 naming former IAF chief
Tyagi and others followed by
another chargesheet in
September 2020 against Michel
and others.

“The day of February 20,

2022, would be ever remem-
bered in the annals of Punjab
polity as the people exercised

...parties during the 2019
Lok Sabha polls with an aim to
increase the ruling party’s vis-
ibility on social media plat-
forms, bypassing the law.

“Global companies such
as Facebook and Twitter are
being increasingly used to
shape political narratives by
leaders, political parties and
their proxies,” said Sonia in her
long submission during the
Zero Hours. There were no
interruptions from the
Treasury Benches.

She also referred to a report
published in the Al Jazeera and
The Reporters’ Collective
claiming that Facebook had
offered BJP cheaper deals for
election advertisements as
compared to other political
parties.

“These reports show a
growing nexus between big
corporations, the ruling estab-
lishment, and global social
media giants like Facebook,”
said the Congress leader.

Sonia said young and old
minds are being “filled with
hate” through emotionally
charged disinformation, and
proxy advertising companies
like Facebook are profiting
from it.

Speaker Om Birla briefly
interrupted Congress leader
to ask as what was her central
query.

Later, BJP MP Nishikant
Dubey, who is a member of the
Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Information
Technology, reacted sharply to
the Congress leader, saying it
was the Congress that “throt-
tled” freedom of expression -
“whether in Kashmir or during
the Emergency”.

“The Congress party wants
people to forget the history of
Kashmir... On what basis
Ghulam Mohammad Shah was
made the (Jammu & Kashmir)
Chief Minister and for what
reason there was so much
problem in Kashmir. It is still
not decided whether Facebook
and Twitter are considered
publishers or intermediaries.
Today when Yasin Malik, who
has killed officers of Indian Air
Force, is seen with Manmohan
Singh in a photo, there is an
attempt to suppress 
it,” Dubey 
said.
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influence and coercion, thus
paving thr way to fulfil the
dreams of legendary martyr,” he
said. Beginning his first speech,
laden with couplets “Jo Bole So
Nihaal” and “Bharat Mata Ki
Jai”, Mann said, “I am over-
whelmed with this massive
mandate given by the people of
Punjab... I will have to be born
many times to repay this debt.
At the same time, we should be
far more responsible now and
not be arrogant because ‘pride
hath a fall’.”

“Hukummat woh karte
hain, jinke dilon par raaj hota

hai. Yunh kehne ko toh, murge
ke sir par bhi taaj hota hai, (The
ones who rule are those who
rule hearts, crowns even rest on
roosters’ heads),” said Mann
while asking the party workers
to exercise restraint on the
social media against others.

Every word, every sen-
tence in Mann’s “brief ” speech
had deep meaning. Apart from
his assurances of fulfilling the
people’s high expectations, the
speech also included advice for
the party workers.

Fully understanding the
significance of getting such a
massive mandate, Mann
assured the people to start
working as soon as he took
over the Chief Minister’s chair.
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Air travel is expected to get
costlier in the coming days

as oil marketing companies
on Wednesday raised the avi-
ation turbine fuel (ATF) prices
18 per cent to record Rs
1,10,666.26 per kilolitre, all
time high levels for the second
time in March after interna-
tional oil price surged to a
multi-year high . 

The increase - sixth straight
this year - led to prices soaring
past the Rs 1-lakh-per-kilolitre
mark for the first time ever.
Fuel retailers revise jet fuel
prices on a fortnightly basis. 

At present, fuel based
expenses account for over 30
percent of the overall operating
cost of an airline. Aviation tur-
bine fuel (ATF) - the fuel that
helps aeroplanes fly - was hiked
by 17,135.63 per kl, or 18.3 per
cent, to Rs 110,666.29 per kl in
the national capital, according
to a price notification by state-
owned fuel retailers.

International oil prices had
climbed to a 14-year high of
near USD 140 per barrel last
week on fears of supply dis-
ruption following Russia's inva-
sion of Ukraine. 

Rates have since mellowed
to around USD 100 per barrel.
In Mumbai, ATF price soared
to Rs 109,119.83 a kl and it
costs Rs 114,979.70 in Kolkata.
Jet fuel is priced at Rs
114,133.73 per kl in Chennai.
Jet fuel, which makes up for
almost 40 per cent of the run-
ning cost of an airline, has this
year surged to new highs. The
previous peak of Rs 71,028.26
per kl was recorded in August
2008, when international crude
oil prices touched USD 147 per
barrel. Brent crude oil on
Wednesday was trading just
above USD 100 per barrel. 

ATF prices have increased
every fortnight since the start
of 2022. In six hikes beginning
January 1, ATF prices have
been increased by Rs 36,643.88
kl or almost 50 per cent.
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The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) has filed a

chargesheet against six
Khalistani terrorists in Jalalabad,
Punjab bomb blast case. The
NIA filed the chargesheet
against Sukhwinder Singh,
Gurpreet Singh alias Gora,
Ranjit Singh, all from Ferozepur,
Parveen Singh from Fazilka
besides Habib Khan (Pakistani
national) and Lakhbir Singh
Rode, a Pakistan-based desig-
nated terrorist.  

They have been charged
under various Sections of the
Explosive Substances Act;
Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances Act;
Unlawful Activities (Prevention)
Act and section 120-B (crimi-
nal conspiracy) of the Indian
Penal Code before the NIA
Special Court, SAS Nagar,
Punjab.  The case relates to a
bomb explosion in Jalalabad
town of Fazilka district of
Punjab on September 15, 2021
in which one person was 
killed. 
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The CBI on Wednesday
arrested a Professor of

Department of Civil
Engineering, Jamia Millia
Islamia University and two oth-
ers of a private company based
at Okhla area here in a bribery
of �1 lakh. 

A case was registered
against the accused on allega-
tions that the said Professor Md.
Khalid Moin, in conspiracy
with representatives of different
private builders, architect and
middleman, was indulging in
different activities for issuing
structural stability certificates
for projects after taking 
bribes. The CBI laid a trap and
caught the Professor and two
others while accepting and giv-
ing the bribe of `1 lakh, the
agency said in a statement,
adding, searches are being con-
ducted at the premises of the
accused persons. The arrested
accused will be produced before
the designated Court at
Delhi.Besides Professor Md
Khalid Moin, Prakhar Pawar
and Abid Khan of Vyom
Architect, Okhla Phase-3.
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has pro-

visionally attached movable
and immovable assets worth Rs
2.30 crore under the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) in a fraud case involv-
ing cheating the Institute of
Engineers (India). 

The ED initiated money
laundering investigation on
the basis of an FIR dated
November 2, 2020 registered by
Kolkata Police under various
sections of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) against bank man-
ager Samrat Paul and others for
cheating the Institution of
Engineers India.Paul, the then
Bank Manager of Allahabad
Bank, Bowbazar Branch and
others who had allegedly cheat-
ed the Institute by getting
funds over Rs 35 crore, trans-
ferred from the account of the
Institution in the name of cre-
ating fixed deposits and then
submitting fake/forged Fixed
Deposit Receipts.
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Sources said the meeting
was convened to apprise all the
members of the G-23 about the
decisions taken at the crucial
Congress Working Committee
meeting led by interim chief
Sonia on Sunday.

Azad and Sharma apprised
the other members of the
developments at the CWC and
the feelings they shared at the
CWC platform on strengthen-
ing the party.  The G-23 group-
ing has been critical of the
party leadership and has been
demanding organisational
overhaul after they wrote a joint

letter to Sonia in 2020.
Sources said invitations

were also extended to the
Congress leaders who don't
constitute the bloc but feel
changes are required, including
at the leadership level, to revive
its electoral fortunes.

The meeting comes a day
after Congress chief Sonia
sought the resignation of
Congress presidents of Uttar
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Punjab,
Manipur and Goa following the
party's dismal performance
there.

Sonia on Wednesday
appointed Jitendra Singh to
assess the post-poll situation of
Uttar Pradesh and to suggest

organisational changes, while
Ajay Maken got a similar
assignment for Punjab. 

Senior party leaders Jairam
Ramesh and Rajani Patil will
play the same role for Manipur
and Goa, respectively, while
Avinash Pandey will assess the
post-poll situation in
Uttarakhand.

Sibal, in his latest salvo tar-
geting the leadership, had said
the Gandhis should step aside
and give some other leader a
chance to revive the party,
provoking a backlash from
Gandhi family loyalists who
accused him of speaking the
language of the BJP and the
RSS. 
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On the first day of the Covid
vaccination drive for 12-14

year-old children, the nation-
al Capital saw a mixed
response, with the vaccinators
hoping for a better turnout dur-
ing the weekend.

In South Delhi's Greater
Kailash 1, not a single benefi-
ciary had visited the Pahariwala
Gurdwara vaccination centre
till noon where empty chairs
were seen lined up as frontline
workers chit-chatted among
themselves.

A dingy corner near the
parking area of the Pahariwala
Gurdwara served as the vacci-
nation site for the young ben-
eficiaries.

Asked about the response
of the inoculation exercise on
day one, vaccination officer
Pradeep Kumar said that not a
single dose has been adminis-
tered so far. "No children in the
12-14 year age group have
arrived yet at the centre. We
opened the centre at around 9
am. A few children had come
but they belonged to a differ-

ent age group," said Kumar.
Kumar blamed the lack of
awareness among people
behind the poor turnout.
"Parents are not aware of this
vaccination drive. Moreover, I
feel it is a school day that its
why no one has arrived. We are
expecting students to come
for vaccination on the week-
end,” he said. About 6-7 lakh

children aged 12-14 years are
eligible for vaccination in the
city, and the number would
keep on increasing as days
pass, official sources had said
on Tuesday. The city
Government has received
6,31,400 doses of the Corbevax
vaccine, they had said, adding,
training has been imparted to
staff from all stakeholder

departments for the exer-
cise.However, several other
centres in South Delhi also saw
a tepid response on Wednesday.

At the Kautilya
Government Sarvodaya Bal
Vidyalaya near Chirag Enclave,
no one in the 12-14 years age
group had been administered
the vaccine till 1 pm. "There is
a lack of awareness. Children in

schools are not aware of the
programme. So we have asked
the school to inform parents
about it. Moreover, the
COWIN system is not updat-
ed," Himanshu Kaushal, the
vaccination officer said. The
major issue with the vaccina-
tion is that each vial has 20
doses and to avoid wastage, 20
children must be present at a
time so that doses can be
administered within hours of
opening the vial.

"Even if a few children
arrive, we cannot administer
the Covid-19 vaccine because
at least 15 children are needed
to open a vial," Kumar noted.

A similar reaction was
echoed by an official at the
Kautilya Government school
vaccination centre where a
child had arrived for the inoc-
ulation but had to be sent
back as more beneficiaries were
not present there.Several Covid
Vaccination Centres across the
11 districts in Delhi have been
identified for the inoculation
exercise. 

Despite its name men-
tioned in the list of centres, no
vaccination camp was present
at the SDMC School in Malviya
Nagar. "There used to be a vac-
cine camp but it was shifted as
the physical classes at the

school resumed and there were
not enough classes," said an
official. Meanwhile, at a centre
in East Delhi's Dilshad Garden,
several beneficiaries were
administrated the vaccines on
day one. The CVC in-charge
there said about 13 students
had come for the vaccination
till afternoon and most of them
study in the same school.

Delhi on Tuesday reported
131 fresh Covid-19 cases and
two deaths, while the positivi-
ty rate stood at 0.42 per cent,
according to data shared by the
city health department.

The Centre on Tuesday
had released guidelines for
Covid-19 vaccination of chil-
dren between 12-14 years, and
said only Corbevax vaccine
would be used for the benefi-
ciaries of this age group.

Two doses of Biological E's
intramuscular vaccine
Corbevax would be adminis-
tered to the beneficiaries in the
12-14 years age group at an
interval of 28 days, the guide-
lines said.

According to the Centre's
guidelines, vaccination of 12-14
years would be conducted
through dedicated inoculation
sessions to avoid their unin-
tended vaccination with any
other Covid-19 vaccines. 
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In order to boost the use of
Electric vehicles (EV) in the

national Capital, Tata Power
Delhi Distribution Limited
(TPDDL) announced a part-
nership with Battery Smart for
a battery-swapping network
for EVs in the city. The officials
said that they will set up battery
Swap Stations for two and
three-wheelers at various loca-
tions across North Delhi in
2022. According to officials,
TPDDL’s large power capacity
and extensive infrastructure
will allow Battery Smart to
establish more high-capacity
Swap Stations at key locations
to cater to the growing electric
two and three-wheeler market.

“The first Swap Station is
live and operational at
Azadpur, one of the busiest
marketplaces in the Capital,”
the official added.
Commenting on the partner-
ship, Dwijadas Basak, TDPPL’s

Chief- Commercial, Consumer
Experience and Social Impact
Group said that this partner-
ship with Battery Smart
strengthens our resolve to
enable India’s EV revolution.

“The partnership also reit-
erates our commitment
towards a cleaner and pollu-
tion-free Delhi by making
swapping stations accessible
to customers at the same scale
and convenience as refuelling.
We look forward to working
together to achieve our collec-
tive goal of moving towards
clean mobility,” said Basak.

Battery Smart’s co-founder,
Siddharth Sikka, said, “We are
extremely excited to work with
Tata Power Delhi Distribution
to continue accelerating EV
adoption in India. This is a sig-
nificant milestone for us as we
have been growing at 10X
since last July, and this associ-
ation will provide us access to
existing infrastructure and
power requirements to scale
our business further.”
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Adoctor and a chemist were
arrested on Wednesday for

running a sex determination
racket from their Delhi and
Gurugram clinic. The arrest
comes following a raid con-
ducted by the health depart-
ments of Gurugram and Nuh.

According to the police,
Civil Surgeon, Nuh, Kuldeep
Singh, received a tip off that a
man named Devender was
involved in illegal sex deter-
mination tests with the help of
a doctor. Following this infor-
mation, a team of the health
departments of Gurugram,
Nuh and the Gurugram Police
was constituted. A decoy
patient was prepared and the
doctor, Rajeev Bhatia a resident
of Sushant Lok of Gurugram

and the chemist Devender
Kumar a resident of Panipat,
were nabbed red-handed from
the Huda City Centre Metro
Station in Gurugram. The
police have also recovered an
ultrasound machine from their
possession. Police said the doc-
tor was already booked in a
case of the same nature earli-
er. During questioning, the
accused disclosed

before the police that they
used to take Rs 70,000 to
75,000 for conducting illegal
determination tests and abor-
tions.  A case has been regis-
tered against the doctor and the
chemist under the Pre-
Conception and Pre-Natal
Diagnostic Techniques (PCP-
NDT) Act, 1994; Medical
Termination of Pregnancy Act,
1971 at Sector-29 police station
in Gurugram.
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The district administration
of Gurugram directed the

toll operators in Gurugram to
provide all necessary services
including emergency medical
services, highway patrol units,
operation and maintenance
services for vehicles, dedicated
lanes for emergency vehicles
and toilets for commuters on
the National Highway.

These directions came after
a monthly meeting of the road
safety committee chaired by the
Deputy Commissioner
Gurugram, Nishant Kumar
Yadav on Wednesday in
Gurugram. According to the
district administration offi-
cials, with multiple ongoing
constructions of highways
across the country in the
Public-Private Partnership
(PPP) model, the Indian Roads

Congress 2013 has specified a
list of emergency services to be
provided by the private con-
cessionaire to ensure the safe-
ty of citizens and the smooth
flow of traffic. The following
services are to be provided by
the concessionaire at each toll
plaza: Highway patrol units:
The concessionaire is required
to operate Highway Patrol
Units to constantly patrol each
stretch of 50 KMs of the high-
way. These units will be active
24x7 to help citizens in distress,

clear obstructions on the high-
ways, cordon off areas with
obstructions and divert traffic.
Each vehicle shall also contain
protective equipment and traf-
fic management such as gas
cutters, fire extinguishers, gum-
boots, rubber gloves, first aid
kits, signages for diversion of
traffic, traffic cones and barri-
cades. Emergency Medical
Services: Each toll plaza will
have a medical aid post set up
by the concessionaire, along
with ambulance (s) well

equipped with first aid and
emergency life support ser-
vices. The ambulance should
have at least two trained and
certified paramedics (one para-
medical staff and one trained
nurse with knowledge of first
aid) along with a trained driver
so that the response time is not
more than 20 minutes.

Crane services: The con-
cessionaire shall also provide a
crane of adequate capacity
(minimum 20 MT) at each Toll
Plaza location (s) with all nec-
essary equipment so that it can
reach site of incident within 30
minutes and clear the obstruc-
tions. Operation and
Maintenance (O&M) centre:
All concessionaires are required
to establish an O&M centre at
toll plaza or at any other loca-
tion along project highway,
the land for which will be
acquired by the concessionaire.
This centre shall house the

main control room, storage
space for equipment, parking
space for crane and other big
vehicles, and a general garage.

The guidelines also state
that all vehicles deployed by the
concessionaire for emergency
services shall be equipped with
a GPS based Vehicle Tracking
System so that it can be inte-
grated with the 112 Emergency
Response System.

The District Road Safety
Committee, Gurugram dis-
cussed all aforementioned pro-
visions in detail. During the
meeting, the Deputy
Commissioner directed all Sub
Divisional Magistrates (SDM)
to meet the concessionaires of
toll plazas in their respective
jurisdictions to ensure that all
notified emergency services
are provided at all toll plazas 24
x 7, and these services adhere
to the notified quality stan-
dards.
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ACovid vaccination camp
has been started in

Gurugram on the occasion of
National Immunization Day on
Wednesday for children in the
age group of 12 to 14 years. The
camps were started by the
Deputy Commissioner,
Gurugram Nishant Kumar
Yadav, from the Government
Girls Senior Secondary School,
Jacobpura. 

Yadav while boosting the
morale of the students said:
“This vaccine is being admin-
istered to increase your immu-
nity so that you can face the
global epidemic like Corona
with strength.” 

Civil Surgeon Dr Virender
Yadav, who was also present
informed that under this cam-
paign, about 85,000 children in
the age group of 12 to 14 years

in the district would be vacci-
nated with the Covid-19 jab
and on Wednesday around
6,587 children were adminis-
tered the first dose.  He said
only children in this age group
would be vaccinated with the
Corbevax vaccine. Apart from
online registration, beneficia-
ries can also get vaccinated by
visiting the vaccination centre
directly. 

"Under the campaign, 82
immunization centres have
been set up in the district
comprising schools and health
centres, while instructions have
been given at all the centres to
vaccinate the child only after
checking the age-related doc-
uments," the Civil Surgeon
said. 

He stated that only those
children who have completed
12 years of age on March 15,
2022, would be eligible under
the campaign. 
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The Delhi High Court on
Wednesday allowed

reopening of three floors of
Nizamuddin Markaz, where
the Tablighi Jamaat congrega-
tion was held in March 2020
amid the Covid-19 pandemic
and has remained shut since
then, to enable devotees to
offer prayers during Shab-e-
Barat.

Justice Manoj Kumar Ohri
removed the restriction of
putting a limit of 100 people at
one floor and said it has been
agreed that the management of
the mosque will ensure that
Covid-19 protocols and social
distancing will be followed
while allowing devotees to
enter the mosque to offer
namaz.

While Delhi Police had
imposed various conditions to
be followed during the reopen-
ing of the markaz on the occa-
sion of Shab-e-Barat, several of
them were modified during the
court hearing with mutual
agreement between the police,

the Delhi Waqf Board and the
management committee of the
mosque. The court noted that
the ground floor and three
other floors of the mosque
building will be opened at 12
PM one day prior to Shab-e-
Barat, which is on March 18,
and will be closed the next day
at 4 PM.

The court, which was hear-
ing an application by the Delhi
Waqf Board seeking to open
the mosque in view of Shab-e-
Barat and Ramzan in March
and April, listed the matter for
March 31 to decide on the issue
of reopening the mosque dur-
ing Ramzan which will begin
from April 2.

Regarding the condition
imposed by the police that
foreign citizens and OCI card
holders will not be allowed
inside the markaz premises
and if some devotee of foreign
origin or OCI card holder
intends to offer namaz at
Masjid Bangley Wali, his iden-
tity details along with ID proof
will be taken by the manage-
ment and submitted to the

SHO, the management said it
a notice will put on the display
board at the entry gate speci-
fying this restriction. While the
police, through advocate Rajat
Nair, initially said no Tablighi
activities will be permitted
during the reopening period, it
was later agreed between the
parties that opening of the
mosque will be restricted only
for offering prayers.

The court was informed
that CCTV cameras have
already been installed at the
entry and exit points of the
premises and the management
will ensure that there will be
screening of devotees with
hand held thermal scanners at
the entry point. 

As senior advocates Sanjoy
Ghose and Rebecca John, rep-
resenting Delhi Waqf Board
and the managing committee
of the mosque respectively,
initially submitted that the
police letter was silent on the
arrangement to made during
Ramzan, Nair said the modal-
ities for that will be worked out
after Shab-e-Barat.
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Retired Jharkhand High
Court Judge Harish

Chandra Mishra has been
appointed as the Lokayukta of
Delhi, according to a notifica-
tion. The post of Lokayukta
was vacant after the retire-
ment of Rewa Khetrapal in
December 2020. According to
the notification dated March
15, Lieutenant-Governor Anil
Baijal appointed Justice
(retired) Mishra as the
Lokayukta.  Mishra will hold
office for a term of five years
from the date of his joining.
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Following the recent fire inci-
dent in National Capital, the

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
MP from Northeast Delhi
Manoj Tiwari on Wednesday
demanded that Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) government
release inquiry reports on caus-
es of fires in city. Seven people,
including three children and a
pregnant woman, were killed in
a massive blaze that gutted
shanties in Northeast Delhi
on March 12.Tiwari said hut-
ment dwellers are dying
because of fire but Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) government is
not conducting any thorough
inquiry on the causes. “I urge
the Delhi government to make
inquiry reports of fire incidents
public and give compensation
to poor people,” Tiwari said.

���������	�����
� ��������	

Delhi Police has empanelled
over 80 legal consultants to

improve the quality of investi-
gation and help increase the
conviction rate in the national
Capital.According to Sanjay
Singh, the Special
Commissioner of Police,
Licensing and Legal Division,
82 legal consultants will help
the police in important crimi-
nal cases.“82 legal consultants
for police distts & other units
such as @CellDelhi
@CrimeBrDelhi @EOWDelhi
have been empanelled by

@DelhiPolice to provide legal
assistance to IOs in important
criminal cases in order to
improve the quality of investi-
gation & help increase the
conviction rate," he tweeted.
According to the police, the
important cases include sensa-
tional and heinous cases hav-
ing ramification on law and
order.

The Delhi Police was recent-
ly criticised for its probe

related to northeast Delhi riots
by a court. The city court
acquitted a man of rioting and
dacoity charges in July, noting
that the prosecution "miserably
failed" to prove its case.
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Three people allegedly
stabbed a man to death

inside a park in north Delhi's
Roop Nagar area on Tuesday
evening. Police said that oneb
accused was nabbed by the
locals while police teams are
looking for remaining accused
who are on run.  According to
Sagar Singh Kalsi, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police (DCP),
North district, on Tuesday
around 7 PM, police got infor-
mation regarding stabbing in
DDA park, Birla Mill, Shakti
Nagar following which
Emergency Response Vehicle

(ERV) was dispatched for spot.
“Injured Sachin, a resident of
Shakti Nagar, was shifted to
Hindu Rao Hospital where he
was declared brought dead. A
case was registered on
Wednesday under Indian Penal
Code sections 302 (murder) and
34 (common intention) based
on statement of one Ajay, a res-
ident of Shakti Nagar,” said
DCP. “Ajay, deceased's uncle,
stated that he, along with Sachin
and other neighbours, was sit-
ting inside the DDA park
around 6.30 PM on Tuesday.
Meanwhile, Sonu, Abhishek
and Aakash came there and an
altercation broke out  between
Sachin and Sonu,” said the DCP.
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The Delhi Police has opposed
in the Delhi High Court the

bail plea of an accused, who
allegedly pointed a pistol at a
police head constable during the
communal violence in the
national capital's northeast area
in February 2020, saying he has
a criminal family history and the
witnesses can be adversely influ-
enced by him.

The police said accused
Shahrukh Pathan can threaten
and endangerthe safety of pros-
ecution witnesses and abscond,
if granted bail, and can also
hamper the process of investi-
gation and may destroy the evi-
dence.

The police made the sub-
mission in a status report filed
before Justice Prateek Jalan while
opposing the bail plea of Pathan.
It claimed that the accused has
no remorse for his illegal actions.
The case relates to rioting, caus-
ing injuries to police personnel
and gunshot injury sustained by
one Rohit Shukla by an armed
mob in the Jafrabad area in
North East Delhi.The status
report stated that "the accused
has been keeping illegal arm and
ammunition and has no remorse
for his illegal act. His daring

act of firing at a policeman
and the public shows that if
released on bail, he can repeat
such a criminal act.

" It further said there are
police and public witnesses who
have identified him and from
the criminal family history back-
ground and desperatenature of
the accused, it can be evidently
inferred that the witnesses can
be adversely influenced by him.  

The report said the state-
ment of the eyewitnesses and
seized CCTV footage establish-
es that Pathan was leading the
mob and indulged in the act of
rioting on February 24, 2020,
during which he fired at the
complainant and public from his
pistol.
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Several Muslim women stu-
dent activists on Wednesday

said uniforms should be inclu-
sive of religious and social
practices in a diverse country
like India. They demanded
that cases registered against
those who participated in
protests against the hijab ban be
withdrawn.

Huma Masih, a student
activist, in a press conference
here said the hijab issue should
have started a healthy debate on
whether uniforms are inclusive.

"The hijab issue should
have stirred a healthy discus-
sion on the culture of uniforms.
It should have started a dis-
cussion on whether uniforms
are inclusive and democratic,
but no one is talking about it,"
she said.Simra Ansari of Jamia
Millia Islamia alleged that there
are some people who do not
want Muslim women to get
education and are forcing them
to choose between studies and

their identity.
"Whenever Muslim

women have come forward to
talk about their rights, there are
some people from a specific
ideology who have had issues.
This (the hijab ban) is a sys-
tematic way to stop Muslim
women from getting educated
by forcing them to choose
between their studies and iden-
tity.” “Through this stage, I
want to say that we will attain
our right to get educated and
also keep our identity. We will
not choose," she said.Khalida
Parveen, a social activist, said
they were ''disappointed'' and
''angry'' over the court's deci-
sion.

"There is no guarantee that
Muslim women, when they
will go to a bank or some pub-
lic place wearing a hijab, they
will not be subjected to moral
policing. If any untoward inci-
dent happens with them, who
will be responsible? The
Central Government talks
about ''Beti Bachao' but the
State Government goes against
it," she said. In its 129-page
order, the High Court has held
that hijab is not an essential
religious practice and upheld
the Karnataka Government's
order banning the use of any
cloth on the campus that could
disturb peace, harmony and
public order.
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Delhi Police has arrested a
22 year-old man for

allegedly killing and robbing a
momo seller in north Delhi's
Sadar Bazar area.The accused
has been identified as Noor
Mohammad Khan, a resident
of Kishanganj district in Bihar.
According to Sagar Singh Kalsi,
the Deputy Commissioner of
Police (DCP), North district,

police were informed about the
incident at 1.40 AM on the
intervening night of Sunday-
Monday following which police
team reached the spot at the
second floor of a building
where body of Raohaan, also a
resident of Kishanganj, was
found with strangulation marks
and stab injuries. “The victim
and 10 others, all in momos
business, were living in same
room. Police analysed CCTV
footage where it was revealed. 
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The Supreme Court on
Wednesday agreed to list

for hearing after Holi vacation
pleas challenging Karnataka
High Court verdict which dis-
missed petitions seeking per-
mission to wear hijab inside
classroom saying it is not part
of essential religious practice in
Islamic faith. The bench head-
ed by Chief Justice NV Ramana
took note of submissions of
senior advocate Sanjay Hegde,
appearing for some students,
that urgent hearing was need-
ed keeping in mind upcoming
examinations. “The urgency
is that there are many girls who

have to appear in examina-
tions,” the senior lawyer told
bench which also comprised
Justices AS Bopanna and Hima
Kohli. “Others also mentioned,
let us see...We will list after
vacations. Give us time,” the CJI
said.  Some petitions have been
filed against full bench High
Court verdict on case in which
it was held that wearing hijab
is not a part of essential reli-
gious practice in Islamic faith
under Article 25 of
Constitution. The high court
dismissed the petitions filed by
a section of Muslim students
from Government Pre-
University Girls College in
Udupi, seeking permission to
wear Hijab inside classroom.
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Expressing concern over
deaths due to road acci-

dents, the government on
Monday said India records the
highest number of fatalities in
the world numbering 1.5 lakh
every year. Plans are afoot to
make roads safe by removing
black spots on national and
state highways, Road Transport
Minister Nitin Gadkari said in
the Rajya Sabha.

Elders also flagged the
issue of rising number of can-
cer cases in India and called for
effective and speedy measures
to check this issue.  A demand
was also made for removal of
GST on cancer medicines.

Fielding questions on the
issue of accidents, Gadkari
said, "This is a very unfortunate
subject. As many people do not
die in war or Covid. Every year
1.5 lakh people die, we are the
highest in the world. We have
to work on it." Gadkari also
said it was unfortunate that 65
per cent of those dying every
year were in the 18-45 age
group.

He informed the house
the government will soon
implement a Rs 7,500-crore
scheme with the help of the
World Bank to address the
problem and reduce accident-
prone and black spots on
national and state highways.

Asserting that the govern-
ment is sensitive to the issue, he
said “We have urged the World
Bank to implement this pro-
gramme across the country.
We will soon get cabinet
approval on this scheme.”

The minister pitched for
creating awareness, observance
of rules, and improving road
engineering and automobile
engineering.  

He sought the support of
people including NGOs and
educational institutions for cre-
ating awareness about road
accidents.

He said states such as
Meghalaya and Arunachal
Pradesh have helped reduce
road accidents by around 50
per cent, while in places like
Dadra and Nagar Haveli and

Nagaland accidents have
increased by 47 and 40 per cent
respectively. Elders expressed
concern over the rising cases of
cancer in the country and sug-
gested various measures,
including regular check-up
camps in rural areas and
mandatory warning on
processed meat packets, to
tackle the disease.

Raising the issue during
Zero Hour, Mahesh
Poddar(BJP) demanded that
cancer warning should be
made mandatory on packets of
processed meat in line with
tobacco products.

He said the International
Agency for Research on Cancer
(IARC) of the World Health
Organisation (WHO) had
announced in 2015 that con-
sumption of processed meat
and red meat may cause cancer.
Poddar also said the country
could witness as high as

16 lakh cases annually by
2025. He suggested that in line
with tobacco products, the
government should make can-
cer warning mandatory on
processed meat packets as well.

Rewati Raman Singh(SP)
too expressed concern over
the rising cases of cancer, say-
ing about 1,400-1,600 people
are losing their lives due to the
disease everyday.

Congress member L
Hanumanthaiah demanded
that a special grant should be
given to Kidwai Memorial
Institute of Oncology in
Bengaluru to establish of a
full-fledged proton therapy
facility.

He said the institute needs
Rs 550 crore to set up the facil-
ity, and it is only seeking Rs 230
crore under special grant from
the central government.
Chairman M Venkaiah Naidu
said the MPs can contribute to
the institute. 

Vandana Chavan(NCP)
expressed concern over
instances of misinformation
during health crisis situations,
and demanded that the gov-
ernment should develop a cred-
ible platform that provides
"fast, accurate, authentic infor-
mation" that is easily under-
standable.
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Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw on Wednesday

said the Government has no
plans to privatise the Indian
Railways and opposition par-
ties' contention in this regard is
hypothetical. Replying to a
discussion on demands for
grants for the Railway Ministry
for 2022-23 in Lok Sabha, the
Minister also said the Railways
has resolved the recent "mis-
understanding" with regard to
recruitment in a sympathetic
manner. "There is no ban on
recruitment...Recruitment is
going on for 1.14 lakh vacan-
cies," he said while responding
to various issues raised by MPs
during the discussion.  Lok

Sabha later approved the
demands for grants for the
Railways with a voice vote.
During the discussion, several
MPs had accused the
Government of trying to pri-
vatise the Railways. 

"It is only a hypothetical
point...The track belongs to
Railways, stations belong to
railways, engines belong to
railways, trains belong to rail-
ways, signalling systems belong
to railways...(there is) no talk of
privatisation...No plans to pri-
vatise Railways," the Minister
asserted.  Vaishnaw also
stressed there was no plan to
privatise freight corridors
either. The Railways will con-
tinue to fulfill social obliga-
tions, he said, adding Rs 60,000
crore subsidy is provided on
passenger fares. He further
said if the social obligation is

taken out, the operating ratio
-- a key parameter to gauge
performance of an entity -- of
the Indian Railways will be
about 85 per cent. However, it
is currently little below 100.
Replying to issues related to the
proposed bullet train between
Mumbai and Ahmedabad, he
said 99.7 per cent of the land
acquisition in Gujarat segment
has been completed, and 750
pillars have been constructed.
The work on the bullet train
project is progressing at a rate
of 8 km per month, which will
be increased to 10 km a month.
"Who says bullet trains cannot
run on Indian land," he said,
while questioning contention of
TMC.  "It is shameful that those
who talk about 'maa, maati,
manush' have no faith in 'maa,
maati, manush'...We must have
faith in our own engineers. 
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As Covid-19 vaccination for
children aged between 12

and 14 years begun on
Wednesday, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi hailed India's
efforts and termed the coun-
try's inoculation drive ‘sci-
ence-driven’ and ‘people-pow-
ered’, and that the country is in
a much better position to fight
the deadly pandemic but peo-
ple must continue taking all the
necessary precautions.

Taking to Twitter, the
Prime Minister urged young-
sters in the age group 12-14
years to get Covid vaccination
and those above 60 to get pre-
cautionary dose. The day one
saw tepid response

Asserting that India’s vac-
cination drive, which is the
largest in the world, is science-
driven, PM Modi said, “India
has administered over 180
crore Covid vaccine doses,
including over 9 crore doses in
age group 15-17, over 2 crore
precaution doses.”
Highlighting the journey of
India’s vaccination drive, Modi

said, “We began work to cre-
ate vaccines in early 2020, to
protect our citizens and
strengthen our fight against the
pandemic.” “India sent vac-
cines to several nations. Its vac-
cination efforts have made the
global fight against COVID-19
stronger. 

We are in a much better
position to fight Covid pan-
demic, we have to keep fol-
lowing all precautions,” the
Prime Minister added. 

Modi further said, “The
manner in which our scientists,
innovators and the private sec-
tor rose to the occasion is com-
mendable. In late 2020, I vis-
ited three of our vaccine man-
ufacturers and got firsthand
details of their efforts to pro-
tect our citizens,” he said.

In January 2021, India
began its vaccination drive for
doctors, healthcare and front-
line workers, he noted, adding
that the aim was to ensure
those at the forefront of the
fight against Covid get proper
protection at the earliest. 

The Centre on Tuesday
had released guidelines for
COVID-19 vaccination of chil-

dren between 12-14 years, and
said only Corbevax vaccine
would be used for the benefi-
ciaries of this age group. Two
doses of Biological E's intra-
muscular vaccine Corbevax
would be administered to the
beneficiaries in the 12-14 years
age group at an interval of 28
days, the guidelines said. 

According to the Centre's
guidelines, vaccination of 12-
14 years would be conducted
through dedicated inoculation
sessions to avoid their unin-
tended vaccination with any
other COVID-19 vaccines.
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Caretaker Chief Ministers
of Goa and Manipur

Pramod Sawant and N Biren
Singh respectively  met Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Wednesday amid indications
that they may retain their posts
in the states. 

For his part, their Uttar
Pradesh counterpart Yogi
Adityanath, who is to take up
the baton for the second time
in the state, met Union Home
Minister Amit Shah and also
held meetings at the BJP head-
quarters  to discuss  the list of
state ministers in the UP cab-
inet. Shah is the observer for
UP. Unlike Manipur, Goa is
witnessing a tussle between
Sawant and former  state min-
ister Vishwajit Rane whose
wife Deviya is also an MLA in
Goa assembly.  Rane, 50, is son
of Pratap Singh Rane , a former
Goa  Chief Minister.  Sawant,
48, seemingly,  has   a
favourable  backing from the
central party leadership.  "Our
party is grateful to the people
of Goa for blessing us yet again

with the mandate to serve the
state. We will keep working  for
Goa's progress in the times to
come," Modi said after meeting
Sawant.

Sawant was accompanied
by the BJP Goa desk in-charge
CT Ravi and state unit presi-
dent Sadanand Shet Tanavade
during the meeting with the
Prime Minister. Modi also
tweeted after meeting Manipur
CM  and  congratulated him on
the party's stupendous victory,
asserting that it is committed to
working even harder to fulfill
the aspirations of the people of
Manipur. 

Union ministers Nirmala
Sitharaman and Narendra
Singh Tomar have been named
observers for Manipur and
Goa respectively. Besides Goa
and Manipur, BJP leadership
has also to zero-in-on the Chief
Minister of Uttarakhand where
caretaker CM Pushkar  Singh
Dhami has lost his own elec-
tion after  leading the party to
a second-successive  run in the
state.  Union minister Rajnath
singh and party MP Meenakshi
Lekhi has been appointed
observer for  Uttarakhand. 
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As many countries like
Hong Kong, New Zealand

and South Korea besides China
are reporting a sudden spurt in
Covid-19 cases, India---which
is reporting decline  in infec-
tions-- is keeping its fingers
crossed with experts adopting
a wait and watch policy while
cautioning the public to not to
let its guards down.

BA.2, the sublineage of
Omicron also known as the
‘stealth variant’ which had
accelerated the third Covid
wave in India, is now causing
havoc in many pockets in the
East Asian region as well as in
the European nations like the
UK and Germany.

For instance, South Korea
is battling fresh Covid-19 out-
breaks as the country regis-
tered record infections with
over 4,00,000 cases in a day
while China recorded 3,290

new Covid-19 cases on
Wednesday, including 11
severe cases. Similarly, cases in
New Zealand were on rise
with 19,542 new community
cases of Covid reported on
Wednesday. 

In contrast, in India, Covid
cases have shrunk to around
2,000 in the past few days.
However, Dr NK Arora, chair-
man of India`s Covid-19
Working Group of NTAGI,
said that Indians should not
take the disease "for granted"
because new variants can occur
any time. 

"Any kind of complacency
at this time will not be good
just because the Omicron wave
has subsided so early. We can-
not take it for granted and pre-
sume that nothing will happen
in the future. New variants can
occur at all times," said Dr
Arora. "Any kind of compla-
cency at this time will not be
good just because the Omicron
wave has subsided so early. We

cannot take it for granted and
presume that nothing will hap-
pen in the future. New variants
can occur at all times," he
added. Dr Rahul Bhargava,
Hematologist, Fortis Hospital,
Gurugram, too said that the
virus is very unpredictable
and the present variant is very
infectious.” 

Even if we are seeing fewer
cases here, people should con-
tinue to adopt covid-appro-
priate behavior. Increased vac-
cination coverage has also
helped in preventing infec-
tion severity.” Over 180 crore
vaccines have been adminis-
tered in India so far. 

In India, according to a
modelling study by researchers
at the Indian Institute of
Technology-Kanpur, the fourth
wave of Covid-19 is imminent
in India and may start around
June 22 and peak from mid-to-
late August. The study led by
Sabara Parshad Rajeshbhai,
Subhra Sankar Dhar, and

Shalabh of IIT Kanpur's
Department of Mathematics
and Statistics shows that sever-
ity of fourth wave will depend
on emergence of a possible
new coronavirus variant, and
vaccination status across coun-
try. The Indian researchers
noted that there is always a fair
chance that a possible new
variant of coronavirus may
have an intense impact on the

whole analysis. “The charac-
teristics of BA.2 and BA2.2
look similar and since BA.2 has
already been the dominant
strain in the country, I do not
see a reason why India should
worry,” said Anurag Agarwal,
director of the Council of
Scientific and Industrial
Research (CSIR)-Indian
Institute of Genomics and
Integrative Biology in Delhi.

New Delhi: Of the 8,973 appli-
cations received for support
under the 'PM-CARES for
Children' scheme, as many as
4,302 children who were
orphaned during the pan-
demic have been approved as
eligible for benefits.
Responding to a question in
Rajya Sabha, Women and

Child Development Minister
Smriti Irani gave state/UT,
gender and age-group wise
details of such children.
According to data, 212 chil-
dren aged 0-6 years, 1670
children aged 6-14 years, 2001
children aged 14-18 years and
418 young adults aged 18-23
years have received approval.
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The pricing of the Covid-19
vaccine 'Corbevax' for

those aged 12 and 14 has been
set at �800 in the market before
taxes. However, it will be sold
to the government at a cut price
of Rs 145, the cheapest in the
world, said sources. PNS 
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Two persons, prime accused
in the rapes of two girls of

whom one has died, were
gunned down by Assam Police
in separate incidents while
allegedly trying to escape from
custody, a senior officer said on
Wednesday.  

Both the accused were
arrested on Tuesday, and they
were being taken to their
respective crime scenes in
Guwahati and a tea garden in
Udalguri for further investiga-
tion when both attempted to
flee custody after midnight,
Special Director General of
Police G P Singh told reporters
here. In the first incident in
Guwahati, the accused alleged-
ly attacked the police person-
nel who then opened fire at
him. The accused was taken to
the Gauhati Medical College
Hospital (GMCH), where he
was declared brought dead.

GMCH Superintendent
Abhijit Sharma said he was
brought to the hospital around

1 am with four bullet injuries
in his body.

"He had no heart beat
when he was brought here. We
have kept his body in the
morgue and will hand it over to
his family after conducting
post-mortem examination,"
Sharma said.

Police said that two women
personnel were also injured in
the attack by the accused, but
they were out of danger.

The accused, who was
absconding since the mother of
the girl filed a complaint with
the police on March 8, was
arrested on Tuesday from
Dampur area in Kamrup dis-
trict. The 15-year-old girl was
allegedly gang-raped at a hotel
in Guwahati by five men, two
of whom had assaulted her on
an earlier occasion too, police
had said.

As per the complaint
lodged by the minor's mother,
two of the five culprits, who
had first sexually assaulted the
girl on February 16 and video-
graphed it, allegedly threatened

to leak the clip if she revealed
the matter to anyone.

On February 19, however,
the accused, promising to
delete the video, met the girl
again in another hotel, and
along with others forced them-
selves on her.

A search operation is
underway to nab the other
accused, police added.

In the other incident, the
accused had allegedly raped
and killed an eight-year-old girl
in a tea garden in Udalguri dis-
trict on March 10 and the
child's body was recovered the
next day, Singh said.

The accused was arrested
from a factory in Changsari
area in Kamrup district and he
attempted to escape following
which he was shot dead by the
police.

The special DGP said that
the police has taken strong
steps against organised crimes
on the direction of the Chief
Minister's Office and the rate of
crime has declined consider-
ably.
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Nearly 1.44 lakh illegal for-
eigners have been identi-

fied in Assam till January 31
this year, on the basis of the
Assam Accord inked in 1985,
and the authorities have
deported around 30,000 of
them, the state government
informed the Legislative
Assembly on Wednesday. 

The definitions of ‘Asomiya
janagan' (Assamese people),
‘khilonjia' (indigenous) and
‘adi basinda' (original inhabi-
tants), as mentioned in the
Accord, are yet to be deter-
mined, it said. Assam Accord
Implementation Minister Atul
Bora, in reply to a question by
AGP legislator Ramendra
Narayan Kalita, said 1,44,077
illegal foreigners have been
identified in the state till
January 31, 2022, on the basis
of the Assam Accord.

Out of them, 30,014 have
been deported to their country
of origin, the minister said.

According to the Assam
Accord, signed on August 15,

1985,  all foreigners who came
to Assam on or after March 25,
1971, and stayed illegally would
be detected and steps would be
taken to deport them.   

On the progress of fencing
along the India-Bangladesh
border in Assam, the minister
said 98.35 per cent of work has
been completed.

The fencing work on a
4.35 km stretch in Karimganj
sector  has not been complet-
ed due to issues raised by
Border Guard Bangladesh
(BGB) and discussions are on
to resolve the matter, he added.

Assam shares a 263 km
border with Bangladesh. 

Bora also said the State
Government, after consultation
with the Centre, is in the
process of forming a legal
experts' panel to deal with the
constitutional and legal aspects
that may arise for implement-
ing recommendations of a
high-level committee that was
formed by the Ministry of
Home Affairs for implementa-
tion of Clause 6 of the Assam
Accord.
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Ahead of the two-day long
visit of the Union Home

Minister Amit Shah, starting
from March 18, a joint team of
security forces gunned down
three Lashkar-e-Tayyeba (LeT)
terrorists involved in the recent
killing of Sarpanch Sameer
Ahmad Bhat in Srinagar on
Wednesday.

During his stay in Jammu
the Union Home Minister Shah
is expected to chair a high level
security review meeting  in the
wake of fresh targeted killing of
public representatives in the
Kashmir valley.  Shah is also
scheduled to attend the Raising
day function of CRPF in
Jammu along with top brass of
the para military forces on
March 19.

According to a police
spokesman, several police
teams were on the look out for
the terrorists behind the tar-
geted killing of a public repre-
sentative in Khonmoh. The
operation was launched by the
joint teams after receiving a

specific input about the pres-
ence of terrorists in the
Nowgam area of Srinagar past
midnight.

While the security forces
were laying cordon around the
suspected cluster of houses in
the Nowgam area the terrorists
opened fire on the secuirty
forces around 2.05 a.m. The
terrorists were hiding in a
three storey house A solider of
the Indian army was also
injured in the continuous
exchange of firing and grenade
lobbing by the terrorists.

According to official
sources, the first terrorist was
neutrlaised around 8.30 a.m
and the remaining two were
neutralised around 9.15 a.m on
Wednesday. According to a
police spokesman, the slain
terrorists have been identified
as Adil Nabi Teli resident of
Galchibal Chandhara,
Pampore, Shakir Ahmad
Tantray resident of Ronipora
Shopian and Yasir Ahmad
Wagay resident of Kujer Frisal,
Kulgam.

As per police records, the

killed terrorists were affiliated
with proscribed terror outfit
LeT (TRF) and active since year
2021. They were part of groups
involved in several terror crime
cases including attack on
Police/SF and civilian atrocities.
Police said these three terror-
ists were also planning to attack
security forces on the National
Highway.

According to police records
Adil Teli along with his asso-
ciates was also involved in
killing of Inspector Pervaiz
Ahmad Dar at Menganwari
Nowgam on 22/06/2021, killing
of Javaid Ahmed Malik at

Lurgam Tral. Besides, he was
also involved in a grenade
attack on a joint party of Police
& CRPF at Barbarshah Srinagar
in which one civilian was killed
and three civilians were injured.
Similarly, terrorists Shakir
Ahmad & Yasir Ahmad were
also involved in several terror
crime cases including killing of
ASI Mohammad Ashraf near
PS Bijbehara, Anantnag on
22/12/2021. Security forces
have recovered 01 AK rifle, 03
AK Magazines, 14 AK rounds,
02 Pistols, 04 Pistol Magazines,
06 Pistol rounds from the site
of encounter.
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Jammu and Kashmir Director
General of Police Dilbag Singh

on Wednesday said Pakistani
handlers were pushing terrorists
into the Union Territory to
harm civilians and disturb the
prevailing peaceful atmosphere.
"Over the past two weeks, the
evil designs of terrorists once
again came to light when they
targeted panches and sarpanch-
es. The sinful acts of harming
and killing innocent people
evoked strong condemnation
from all quarters," the police
chief told reporters on the side-
lines of a function in Kishtwar
district. The DGP, along with
Additional DGP of Jammu
Mukesh Singh, visited Kishtwar
to inaugurate a cricket tourna-
ment being hosted by the police
department in the memory of
Deputy Superintendent of Police
Aman Thakur who laid down
his life in an encounter with ter-
rorists in south Kashmir's
Kulgam in February 2019.
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Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on

Wednesday promised “safe
career” to junior medical stu-
dents who had returned from
war-torn Ukraine offering
them opportunity to pursue
their courses in private medical
colleges of Bengal on conces-
sional rates. 

Even as experts questioned
the legality of the proposal
Mamata said the 2nd year stu-
dents (in Ukrainian colleges)
could forgo oneyear’s seniori-
ty and join from 1st year.

“If a student wants to study
in 1st year, we can facilitate that
inmedical colleges in our state.
In that case students would not
lose ayear because in Ukraine
they have six years’ course...”
She also saidthat “if any student
wants to continue classes in
Ukraine, mygovernment will
facilitate online classes and

offline practicalclasses at pri-
vate and state-run colleges.”

She also offered internship
to the senior students in
Government and private hos-
pitals subject to the National
Medical Commission’s clear-
ance. Saying that the State
Government had one-third
seats reserved in private col-
leges,” Mamata said the students
couldavail of that facility.

“All private medical col-
leges have one third seats
reserved under thestate quota,
where students may study at
Government rates,” Mamata

said, adding the students would
get the education free as the
Government would bear fifty
per cent cost and the private
collegeauthorities would pay
remaining course fee under
corporate socialresponsibility.

Mamata who met 391
medical students who had
returned from Ukrainesaid that
she would take up the matter
with the NMC and assured
“ifthey do not understand out
point then we will definitely
press for it… I will take you all
with me to Delhi in that case to
make your concerns heard.”

Mamata promised a simi-
lar concession for the engi-
neering students too. The Chief
Minister said she had deputed
two senior IAS officer tocoor-
dinate on the issue adding the
“students of other states too
willbe accommodated in the
scheme subject to permission
from the NMC.”

Experts however doubted

the legality of Banerjee’s
promise saying suchassurances
could pose legal tangle for the
Government.  A senior doc-
torfrom a State-run medic al
college wondered how the
Ukraine-returned students
could bypass the foreign med-
ical graduate examination.

“Every year hundreds of
such students appear for this
exam where clearance level is
very low ... may be 15-20 per-
cent … in that casethe pass-
outs who are still appearing for
the exams will immediately-
move the court questioning the
new move,” the doctor said.

He said the students who
fail to find a place in
Indiancolleges through NEET
move out to other countries
like Ukraine … “now if these
students get an entry through
backdoor on the pretext of
awar or such extraordinary
situation then it will open a
legal.”


2��������������� �0��	

The agitation against the Semi
High Speed Silver Line

Project linking capital city of
Thiruvananthapuram with the
northernmost town of
Kasaragod is getting intensified
by the day as revenue officials
accompanied by armed police-
men have started laying the
survey stones as part of acquir-
ing land for the 529.45 km long
project. Described as Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan’s
dream project to counter the
Ahmedabad-Mumbai Bullet
Train Project of the Centre, the
land acquisition process has
run into trouble as massive
crowds are staging demonstra-
tions across the State against
Government officials deputed to
lay the survey stones. On
Wednesday the situation turned
violent as the police resorted to
use of force to help the officials
to do their duty. Many Congress
and Muslim League leaders
were injured in the scuffle with
the cops across the State. A total
of 1,383 hectare land is being
acquired for the project out of
which 1,200 hectare land is
with private people. “The 1200
hectare land belongs to minimal,
small and medium farmers who
will end up in the streets once
the land is acquired for the Silver
Line Railway,” said John
Peruvanthanam, environmen-
talist. Heart wrenching scenes
were seen at Chengannoor on
Tuesday as revenue officials
charged into the hutment of 65-
year-old Thankamma, demol-
ished the stove built of bricks
and laid the survey stone right
on top of the stove.
Thankamma, a casual farm
labourer, fell unconscious while
the officials executed the job and
left the place.

“I don’t have anywhere to go
and I do not know how I’ll cook
meals for my ailing son,” lament-
ed the lady. John said she was just
one of the 25,000 persons who
would lose their livelihood and
hutments because of the luxury
rail line.

Though the CPI, a con-
stituent of the ruling LDF had
declared its opposition to the
project, by Tuesday evening the
party leadership has mellowed
down as the CPI(M) parted
with one Rajya Sabha seat to its
poor cousin. 

“The resistance by BJP too
is fizzling out by the day as the
Centre has given silent approval
for the project despite the Kerala
BJP’s reservation against it,” said
C R Neelakantan, the engineer-
turned-environmentalist who is
in the forefront of all agitations
against ecologically hazardous
projects. Neelakantan wondered
why the Railway Ministry was
not rejecting the proposal though
it knows that the Silver Line Rail
is detrimental to the State.

He pointed out that the
Union Government was aware of
the environmental issues arising
out of the Project. “The Centre
could have said a big No to the
project if they were concerned
about the plight of the poor. The
truth is that the Narendra Modi
government has bought peace
with the CPI(M) in lieu of the lat-
ter calling off the agitation
against the Ahmedabad-
Mumbai Bullet Train project.
The Marxists are silent about it
though they had held all India
agitations against it,” said
Neelakantan.He said the Kerala
BJP’s decision to field Metroman
E Sreedharan would not make
any difference. “There are many
hitherto untold angles to this
mission. The in-principle
approval for the project was
obtained projecting it as an ele-
vated project. But in the DPR it
was changed to at grade con-
struction in major portions of the
alignment. The consultants who
had prepared the DPR had men-
tioned in the report that the most
suitable track supporting struc-
ture for Silver Line may be the
elevated type when considering
the topographical and hydro-
logical nature of Kerala. Due to
intermittent rains throughout the
year, At-grade construction is
likely to take more time.
Moreover, the change over has
necessitated building massive
retaining walls and compound
walls,” said Neelakantan.
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The new integrated terminal
building with a built-up

area of 7,50,000 square feet, a
capacity to handle 16 million
passengers per annum (MPPA)
and with world-class facilities
being constructed by the
Airports Authority of India
(AAI) will be thrown open to
air passengers by August 2023.

Being constructed at the
cost of Rs. 475 crore, the new
integrated terminal building
will reduce the congestion dur-
ing the peak hours at the air-
port. “More than 55 per cent of
the work has been completed
and construction of the new
building is likely to be com-
pleted by August 2023,” an
official statement put out on
behalf of AAI said.

The existing terminal
building with built-up area of
only 22,300 sq meters has the
capacity to handle up to seven
million passengers per annum
(MPPA). The AAI has under-
taken the work for construction
of the state-of-the-art New

Terminal with a
massive built up area
of more than
5,00,000 sq.ft. The
new terminal inte-
grated with the
existing terminal,
will have a built-up
area of 7,50,000
Sq.ft. with passenger
handling capacity of
16 MPPA.

According to the state-
ment, the swanky new inte-
grated terminal building
(including old building) will be
centrally air conditioned with
provision of 10 passenger
boarding bridges, 72 Check-in
Counters and In-line Baggage
handling system.

The building will be an
energy efficient building with
Four-Star GRIHA rating.
Provision of 36000 sq. ft. space
for F&B and retail outlets has
been reserved for refresh-
ment/pleasure of the passen-
gers. A huge canopy on the city
side of the existing building &
new building together will give
a magnificent look to the air-

port from the city side.
The strongest intention of

the project for the new termi-
nal building is the search for
unity and continuity between
the old and the new.

Stretching over 360 meters
in length, the Verandah is a
unifying façade that not only
provides protection from sun
and rain but also serves as a
grand urban fresco telling the
story of rich social, historical,
artistic and immaterial cul-
ture of Pune  and Maharashtra.

The facia of the public
area below the great Verandah
is supported with beautiful
Maratha arches and decorated
columns with a finish of local
dark stone which is common-

ly seen in most of the heritage
structures around Maharashtra.
The new forecourt garden
design is directly inspired by
one of the most recognisable
landmarks of Pune — The
Shaniwar Wada Gardens.

To give a permanent solu-
tion to the parking issue, a
multi level car park — ground
plus three storeyed &two base-
ment floors. with a cost of Rs.
120 crore is also under con-
struction and is likely to be
commissioned by July 2022.

The multi-level car parking
will have capacity for parking of
1024 cars and will be connected
to the departure area of the exist-
ing building with a sky bridge
with provision of staircase, esca-
lators & elevators at building side
for dropping/ going up. During
his recent visit, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi spoke about the
significance of modern infra-
structure and transport facilities
for Pune city, which has rein-
forced its identity in the fields of
Education, Research &
Development, IT and
Automobile.
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Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee has writ-

ten to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi asking him to make
arrangements for the medical
students who had to return
from war-ravaged Ukraine so
that they did not have to lose
their academic sessions. 

Requesting the Prime
Minister to make arrangements
so that the medicalstudents
could pursue their studies in
Indian colleges the Chief
Minister on Wednesday wrote,
“Sir, this is an unprecedented
warsituation that calls for an
extraordinary solution.”She

wrote to the Prime Minister
that the students from Bengal
who wereeligible for internship
would be accommodated in
Government medical colleges
and would be given stipends “at
par with the other candi-
dates.”Asking the Prime
Minister to prevail on the
National Medical Commission
— erstwhile the Medic al
Council of India — so that the
medical students reading in
different years could be accom-
modated “at the equivalent
level in private medical col-
leges… these medical colleges
may be allowed to increase the
equivalent number of seats”
by relaxing the requisite guide-
lines.
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The Uttar Pradesh
Government is likely to

extend the free food grain dis-
tribution scheme till May 2024
when the next Lok Sabha elec-
tions will be held.

The scheme is scheduled to
end this month.

The Food and Civil
Supplies department has sent
the proposal to the state gov-
ernment and a decision is like-
ly after the Holi festival.

The free food grain distri-
bution scheme was first
launched after the first lock-
down was imposed following
the outbreak of COVID-19
pandemic in March, 2020.
Under PM Garib Kalyan
Yojana, the Centre provides five
kilograms of rice or wheat free
of cost to every poor person
every month in the wake of the
COVID-19 pandemic. Initially
the scheme was to be imple-
mented till November 2021.
The UP government in
December 2021 extended the
free food grains distribution
programme to provide free

food to the poor in the state to
March 2022.  The programme
has been launched under the
National Food Security Act.

During the pandemic,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
rolled out a free food distribu-
tion scheme that benefitted 80
crore poor people. The scheme
in UP benefitted nearly 15
crore people.

The UP government has
already decided to give free
LPG cylinders to the poor
ahead of Holi. Uttar Pradesh
has the largest number of LPG
consumers among all the states

in the country.
According to the Food and

Civil Supplies department, the
number of LPG consumers
with subsidised connections
in the state is over 4.27 crore.
In 2014, UP had just 1.67 crore
LPG consumers and this num-
ber increased to 4.26 crore in
August, 2021.

The UP government even
during COVID-19 pandemic
provided LPG connections to
the poor and the needy. Nearly
19 per cent of the total Ujjwala
Yojana beneficiaries in the
country are from UP.
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Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Wednesday

extended warm greetings and
best wishes to the people of the
State on the occasion of Holi.

The Chief Minister said
that Holi was the main festival
of India's Sanatan tradition.
“May this festival, a symbol of
social equality, harmony and gai-
ety, be auspicious for the entire
society and the people of the
state,” he said. Yogi Adityanath
said that the long series of fes-
tivals and celebrations was an
example of India's ancient glo-
rious tradition. He said in the
Sanatan tradition, festivals were
also an inspirational moment of
gaiety and to strengthen the
nationality. He said by giving
religious recognition to impor-
tant events of change in society
and nation in the form of festi-
vals, the country’s sage tradition
provided the basis of inspiration

and light to the next generation.
The chief minister said

that the festival of Holi inspired
people to fight against negative
tendencies like unrighteous-
ness, untruth and injustice. He
said, “There is no place for
mourning and anguish in our
festivals, but these festivals
symbolise joy, along with
enthusiasm. We all have to
maintain the purity and digni-
ty of our festivals. From this
point of view, no such work
should be done, which breaks
the dignity of the festivals.”

Giving eternal best wish-
es to the people of the state on
the festival of harmony and
gaiety, the chief minister said
that the festival of Holi should
be celebrated in a cordial and
dignified manner. The chief
minister appealed to the peo-
ple to follow the protocol of
COVID-19 in all the pro-
grammes organised on the
occasion of Holi.
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Close on the heels of killing
of a 7-year-old boy due to

superstition of getting wealth
through human sacrifice in
Chitrakoot, another similar
case was reported from Noida
where two people, who alleged-
ly kidnapped a seven-year-old
girl to "sacrifice" her for an
occult practice on Holi, were
arrested on Tuesday and the
child was rescued, police said.

One of the accused, a
neighbour of the child, was
finding it hard to get married
and had consulted an occultist,
who suggested to him the
method to please the gods in
order to get married.

The occultist had been
identified but was at large, the
police said.

The child, who lived in
Chhijarsi village and had gone
missing last Sunday, was res-
cued from Baghpat district,
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Central Noida) Harish
Chander said.

He said the locals in
Chhijarsi, which falls under

Sector 63 police station limits,
had launched a search imme-
diately but the child could not
be found after which they
approached the police.

"An FIR was registered
promptly under Indian Penal
Code Section 363 (missing).
Searches were launched while
over 200 people were tracked
through CCTV footage for
their connection with the inci-
dent after which the two
accused were zeroed in on and
arrested through manual
inputs," Chander 
said.

Those held have been iden-
tified as Sonu Balmiki and his
associate Neetu while three
more people, including
occultist Satendra, are at large,
he added. The officer said the
arrested accused do not have
any criminal history but they
frequently consumed liquor.

"Sonu, who lived in the
same neighbourhood, was
unmarried. He contacted
Satendra, who told him that if
a human being was sacrificed,
he would get married.

Subsequently, this child was
kidnapped and the accused
said they could have sacri-
ficed the child on Holi," DCP
Chander told reporters.

"Due to police`s efforts, the
child has been rescued safely.
The two main accused have
been arrested while three oth-
ers involved in the incident and
are absconding will soon be
held," he said.

Chander said a sister of
Sonu lives in Baghpat district
and the child was kept there
and they had planned to sacri-
fice her in Baghpat.

Commissioner of Police
Alok Singh announced a Rs
50,000 reward for the police
team involved in cracking the
case, DCP Chander said.

Further legal proceedings
in the case were underway, the
police said.

Meanwhile in a shocking
incident, a 16-year-old girl was
allegedly abducted and gang-
raped by three persons, includ-
ing a juvenile, when she went
to a field near her house in Etah
district, police said on
Wednesday.
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would indefinitely remain
poor and backward; the only
beneficiaries could be those
who mediate between the poor
individuals and God Almighty.

What a piece of news pub-
lished earlier this week, follow-
ing a survey, says is welcome.
According to the survey, at
least eight per cent of the
votes cast in the recent Uttar
Pradesh elections were report-
edly by Muslims in favour of
the BJP. Furthermore, it report-
ed that six of the seats won by
the BJP were due to the All
India Majlis-e-Ittehadul
Muslimeen (AIMIM) cutting
into the community’s votes
that might otherwise have
gone to the Samajwadi Party.
AIMIM, a political party based
out of Hyderabad, polled near-
ly 19,000 votes in Firozpur and
2,190 in Sultanpur in the UP
Assembly elections. The other
constituencies where AIMIM
polled notable votes were
Bijnor, Nakur, Kursi and
Shahganj where the party had
put up its candidates.

If indeed a change of out-
look is taking place in UP, it is
particularly welcome. Qaid-e-
Azam Jinnah had ebulliently
described the Aligarh Muslim
University (AMU) as “the

arsenal of Pakistan”. Many of
its students spent months can-
vassing for the Muslim League
in Punjab in the 1945-46 elec-
tion, which ultimately led to
the creation of Pakistan. When
local Punjabis enquired of the
campaigners as to what they
(meaning the UP Muslims)
had to gain from Partition, the
latter replied that their cam-
paign was to “win a New
Medina” and to “reinstall a
new Khalifa” (Caliph)! From
an idealistic point of view, one
would indeed grieve at such a
mentality, although it is
human to err. But it is folly to
persist with an error.

Former President Dr
Zakir Hussain once gave
sound advice to his Indian co-
religionists along with 13
other leaders; he had begun
his counsel as long ago as
1951: “Our misguided broth-
ers in Pakistan do not realise
that if Muslims in Pakistan
can wage a war against
Hindus in Kashmir, why
should not Hindus sooner or
later retaliate against Muslims
in India?” Another piece of
advice given by him and his
friends was: “If Hindus are
not welcome in Pakistan,
how can we in all fairness

expect Muslims to be wel-
comed in India? Such a pol-
icy must inevitably, as the past
has already shown, result in
the uprooting of Muslims in
this country and their migra-
tion to Pakistan, whereas it
became clear last year, they
are no longer welcome lest
their influx should destroy
Pakistan’s economy.”

Predictably, the BJP’s
emphatic victory in four
Assemblies, particularly in
UP, has set off yet another
round of secular wailing and
the by-now-familiar predic-
tions about the impending
doom for secularism, democ-
racy, liberalism and what not.
Here again, the Kerala
Governor’s worldview, that
the idea of a majority-minor-
ity divide entrenched in soci-
eties today has been sown for
the very purpose of creating
discontent and hatred, offers
the sagest outlook and way
ahead. Such binaries derail
India’s progress. One is a
child of India, no matter what
the vectors defining us are.

(The writer is a well-
known columnist, an author
and a former member of the
Rajya Sabha. The views
expressed are personal.)
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Sir — One of the important benchmarks
for crude oil prices, the Brent Crude, cur-
rently at $110 a barrel from as high as
$139 earlier indicates a declining trend.
It must be a sign of relief for the
Government, considering that fuel prices
have remained unchanged since
November 4, 2021. The Government is
in a quandary whether to raise the prices
to enhance revenues or to maintain the
current prices. The US and UK have
already banned  Russian oil and gas
imports, irrespective of other European
countries not toeing the line as COVID
cases in some parts of the world are keep-
ing the global oil price at bay despite
geopolitical uncertainties.

The Government has already collect-
ed �3 lakh crore in excise duty till January
2022, compared to �3.7 lakh crore in the
previous financial year. Given that this cur-
rent financial year has witnessed a robust
tax revenue growth, another fuel price hike
is likely to burden the common man. It
would be prudent for the Government to
cut the excise duty to provide relief to the
public. An excise cut would not only help
reduce inflationary pressure on the econ-
omy but also save the RBI from embar-
rassment as it has underplayed inflation
in the next financial year.

Vijay Singh Adhikari | Nainital
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Sir — A post-poll survey by the CSDS-
Lokniti showed that the BJP succeeded in
engineering massive polarisation of Hindu
votes in its favour in the recent UP elec-
tions. It secured 54 per cent of the 80 per
cent Hindu population votes, with upper
caste Brahmins (89%) and
Rajputs/Thakurs (87%) voting over-
whelmingly for it. The Opposition parties,
which fought individually, shared the
remaining 46 per cent of Hindu votes.
Interestingly, no Brahmin and only two
per cent of Rajputs/Thakurs voted for the
BSP, supposedly the political voice of
‘bahujans,’ Scheduled Castes, Scheduled
Tribes, Dalits and other backward castes. 

One can arrive at myriad conclusions
from these. Yet, it would be foolhardy to

suggest that the favourable result in this
round of Assembly elections assures a
smooth passage for the saffron party in
2024. The BJP was decimated in the recent
Assembly and local body elections in West
Bengal, and the Maha Vikas Aghadi is
poised to give the saffron party a sound
drubbing in Maharashtra. South, barring
Karnataka, affords little solace to the saf-
fron party. The details of the NDA’s State
footprints in the last 10 years present per-
plexing vagaries. There remains the pos-
sibility of 2024 throwing up surprises. 

Haridasan Rajan | Kozhikode
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Sir — India’s ace off-spinner
Ravichandran is showing superb form in
Test cricket despite being kept on the
bench on the English tour by ex-skipper
Virat Kohli. Now he is in peak form and
has achieved many world records.
Recently, he beat Dale Steyn’s record of
439 wickets and became the eighth
bowler in the list of highest wicket tak-
ers in Test history. In the process,

Ashwin took 18 Test wickets in pink ball
day/night matches. He has a tally of 442
Test wickets and his next target is
Courtney Walsh, who has a bag of 519
Test wickets.

Moreover, Ashwin has taken 100
wickets in the World Test Championship.
He is the first bowler to reach the mile-
stone and among the top three Test all-
rounders in ICC rankings and second in
ICC Test rankings after Australia’s Pat
Cummins. Thus, it is records galore for
Ravichandran Ashwin and we have not
come across such a successful all-round
cricketer in international cricket. Still in
the limelight for over a decade, he has
claimed maximum international wickets
in all formats of the game and finished the
2010s as the highest wicket-taker in
international matches with 564 wickets
and just missed out on ICC’s International
Cricketer of the Decade award.

Jayanthi Subramaniam | Coimbatore
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Arif Mohammad Khan,
currently the Kerala
Governor, has given a
fulsome interview to

the media which should be a use-
ful guide to many of our citizens.
The former Union Minister,
once a leading Congressman,
says anyone who wins an election
and comes to power can be
called as being in majority and
anyone who loses and remains on
the opposite side is in the minor-
ity. He is opposed to the appoint-
ment of minority commissions;
he prefers human rights panels to
cater to the needs of those mar-
ginalised or perceiving their fun-
damental human rights under
threat. Viewed from the lens of
the fundamental requirement of
any country that prides itself on
being democratic and secular, the
Kerala Governor’s logic is
irrefutable.

That should bring us to why
the label of minority and minor-
ity-ism came into being, and the
subsequent politics around it.
MA Jinnah, the founder of
Pakistan, agitated for Partition on
the plea that Muslims are a
nation and not a minority. He
argued for his entire nation to
emigrate to what some Muslim
League leaders called the “New
Medina”. When he found that not
many had migrated, he told the
Pakistan Constituent Assembly
on August 11, 1947: “You are free
to go to your temples, mosques
or to any other place of worship
in this State of Pakistan. You may
belong to any religion or caste or
creed — that has nothing to do
with the business of the State.”
However, Jinnah was perhaps too
old and sick to enforce the
implementation of what he had
spoken in August 1947 in the
highest Assembly of his new
country. As a result, today India
has more Muslims than Pakistan!

However, neither Hindus nor
Muslims can behave as a separate
nation inhabiting the same coun-
try. Two nations, aka Jinnah, can-
not coexist in one country. Yet
some people continue to behave
as if they belong to a separate
nation. For the country, the con-
sequences of such recalcitrance
are a drag on its progress while,
for individuals, it is a drag on their
future. They and their progeny
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(90), Western UP (76), Central UP
(64), Ruhelkhand (52) and
Bundelkhand (19). The Bhojpuri-
speaking Purvanchal has mainly
two belts of Varanasi and
Gorakhpur with 61 and 41 assem-
bly seats of three divisions each,
comprising 10 and seven districts
respectively. As present political
bases of Modi and Yogi are there,
thedeparture of the Om Prakash
Rajbhar-led SuheldevBharatiya
Samaj Party (SBSP) from the
NDA prior to parliamentary elec-
tions in 2019 and entry into the SP
camp prior to this assembly polls
did not make any decisive change,
though its impact were clearly
seen in some districts with sizable
population of Rajbhars (a sub-
caste of OBC). BJP tried to boost
UP Minister Anil Rajbhar but he
did not have time to go outside of
his own constituency (Shivpur in
Varanasi) where he was contesting
against Arvind Rajbhar, son of
SPSP chief.

In Ghazipur, BJP lost all seven
seats, though in 2017, NDA won
five seats with two of its then
alliance partner SBSP. In Basti, BJP
won just the seat of Harraiya, los-
ing all other four whereas five
years ago, NDA bagged all five
seats. It also managed to avoid
going blank in Mau where in 2017,
the party had bagged three out of
four seats. Former minister Dara
Singh Chauhan, contesting this
time as SP candidate, won his seat
despite changing it,  from
Madhuban to Ghosi.

In comparison to Gorakhpur,
the BJP received an invisible chal-

lenge in Varanasi region as it lost
all 10 seats in Azamgarh and
fared poorly in Ballia and Jaunpur.
In Ballia, both of its ministers,
Anand Swaroop Shukla (Bairia)
and Upendra Tiwari
(Phaphamau), faced defeat while
yet another minister Sangeeta
Balwant (Ghazipur Sadar) met the
same fate. 

In Ghazipur, three female
candidates of BJP won in 2017 but
this time, they all were defeated.
The other two were Alka Rai (lost
to SP’s Sibghatullah Ansari, broth-
er of alleged mafia don Mukhtar
Ansari, in Mohammadabad) and
Sunita Singh (lost to former min-
ister OP Singh of SP in Zamania).
Not only Sibghatullah but also
Mukhtar’s son Abbas Ansari
(Mau) won. Mukhtar’s elder
brother Afjal is an MP
(Ghazipur).

Despite the missing charisma
of Modi-Yogi in many districts,
the NDA made a clean sweep in
Varanasi, Mirzapur, Sonbhadra,
Deoria,  Gorakhpur and
Kushinagar districts clinching all
eight, five, four, seven, nine and
seven seats, respectively. It main-
tained its tally in Chandauli,
Bhadohi and Maharajganj win-
ning three, two and four seats out
of four, three and five constituen-
cies respectively.

The BJP has received a shock
in the Varanasi region where it
was second largest party after SP,
claiming 23 against 26 of SP out
of 61 seats. Even NDA was second
with 29 against 31 of SP camp
whereas in 2017, NDA had won

41 (BJP 34) while SP bagged 12.
However, in Gorakhpur region
the picture was different as the
NDA won 34 seats (BJP 30) out
of 41 while SP camp six (five SP
itself). In the entire region, NDA
won 63 seats (BJP 53) out of 102
while SP camp 37 including 31 by
SP. Besides, the region also saw
the sole win of BSP (from Rasra
in Ballia) and one out of two by
Indian National Congress (INC)
from Pharenda (Maharajganj).  

Among six divisions of
Purvanchal, the poorest perfor-
mance of NDA was in Azamgarh
claiming just three out of 21
(zero in Azamgarh, one in Mau
and two in Ballia) whereas in
2017, it had claimed nine (one,
three and five respectively). In
Basti, NDA just opened its
account in Basti and won three
out of five in Siddharth Nagar. Its
best shows were in Vindhyachal
division (maintaining last tally of
11 out of 12, losing just Bhadohi
seat to SP) and Gorakhpur (win-
ning 27 out of 28 including all
seats of Gorakhpur, Deoria and
Kushinagar districts) and lost
just one to INC in Maharajganj.
However, a mixed result of NDA
was seen in Varanasi, winning all
the eight seats in Varanasi, retain-
ing three out of four in Chandauli,
claiming four in Jaunpur (five in
2017) and facing defeats in all
seven seats in Ghazipur. Overall,
the NDA won 15 seats out of 28
in the division whereas five years
ago, it had claimed 21 seats. The
SP camp increased its tally from
six to 13.
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(The writer is Chief 
of Varanasi Bureau, 

The Pioneer. The
views expressed 
are personal.)

Aam Admi Party (AAP)
has a window of oppor-
tunity in Telangana.

Though there are three major
parties at present in Telangana
vying for attention, the people
are not enthused with any of
them. AAP will be a fresh
breeze which will be wel-
comed by principled politi-
cians and workers. People in
general are passive spectators
of the listless politics based on
sound and fury.

For instance, Revanath
Reddy, president of Telangana
Pradesh Congress Committee
(TPCC), alleges that Chief
Minister K. Chandrasekhar
Rao (KCR) of Telangana
Rashtra Samiti (TRS) has
secret understanding with
Narendra Modi in spite of the
ballistic way KCR has been
bombarding Prime Minister

Narendra Modi and the BJP, at
least till March 10 when results
of five assembly elections were
announced.  Bandi Sanjay,
president of Telangana BJP,
says TRS and the Congress are
in league. KCR attacks the
BJP leaders in State and at the
centre and ignores the
Congress leaders. That is his
way of saying that the Congress
is not a party in serious con-
test and the fight is going to be
between TRS and the BJP.
Name-calling and hurling
abuses have become the norm
of political discourse in the
State. The game of one-
upmanship has been going on
without real problems being
discussed or sorted out. Sanjay
says KCR will go to jail on cor-
ruption charges. Revanth
Reddy asks Sanjay what is pre-
venting the latter from asking

the CBI to investigate the
charges of corruption against
KCR. Revanth Reddy himself
was caught on camera offering
currency notes to a TRS MLA
for voting in favour of a TDP
candidate in MLC elections.
The widely publicized ‘vote for
note case,’ in which Revanth is
accused number one, is pend-
ing in the court. 

Senior leaders who have

been with the party all their life
detest Revanth Reddy, who
defected from TDP, being
made the chief of the party.
Revanth, on the other hand, is
young and dynamic in his
own way. He has been assidu-
ously cultivating the senior
leaders over the months after
taking over the reins of the
party. The BJP is mostly
Hyderabad centric. The party
won by-elections in Dubbaka
in 2020 and Huzurabad in
2021 owing to the personal
image of its candidates -
Raghunandan Rao and Etala
Rajendra - respectively aided by
failure of the Congress. In
Nagarjuna Sagar by-election in
2021 a tall leader of the
Congress party Jana Reddy
was defeated by Bharat, young
son of Nomula Narasimhaiah
whose death caused the 

by-poll. In Huzurabad, the
Congress candidate lost his
deposit.

The Congress’ track record
of the past two years shows its
leader indulge in rhetoric with-
out performing. But the party
commands more than 20 per-
cent of votes in Telangana
even today. With less percent-
age of votes, the BJP gives the
impression that it is the main
rival to the TRS. It is because
of intensive political activity
taken up by the saffron party
which has committed cadres
and unstinted support of the
national leadership. The BJP
also has factions but the writ of
the central leadership runs
unlike in the Congress whose
high command does not look
at the State leaving everything
to Manikkam Tagore, an MP
from Tamil Nadu and AICC

General Secretary, in charge of
Congress affairs in Telangana.

While the TRS has recent-
ly appointed presidents of dis-
trict units and geared up the
party machinery, it has groups
and infighting. KCR is a very
strong leader who does not
brook indiscipline. Money has
become central to politics.
TRS has unlimited resources.
BJP can get funds form Delhi.
The Congress high command
appointed Revanth Reddy as
president of TPCC because he
can mobilize funds.    

The intellectuals and pro-
fessionals who fought for
Telangana State were left high
and dry by KCR who had
encouraged defections from
the Congress and the TDP
after 2014 and 2018 elections
and accommodated in his cab-
inet even those who vehe-

mently opposed statehood
movement. People who have
left background, cannot think
of joining the BJP, have no
respect for Congress, who
believe in rule of law and
value-based politics are wait-
ing for a new party to arrive.
The YSRTP launched by YS
Rajasekhara Reddy’s daughter
Sharmila Reddy has not found
acceptance yet since she is
basically considered a person
from Andhra Pradesh. 

It is here that AAP is being
mentioned in private discus-
sions. Hyderabad and Ranga
Reddy districts have some 30
Assembly constituencies where
AAP stands a good chance.
People who are fed up with
corrupt, deceitful and boastful
politicians appear as though
they are looking for principled
and creative politics.
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(The writer is a senior 
journalist and Editor, 

primepost, a news website
based out of Hyderabad.

The views expressed 
are personal.)
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�0�7����0+26��.�6� Uttar Pradesh, the biggest state of
the country, has several regions.
The geographical, demograph-
ic and even political natures of

these regions are different as they are
closer to their adjoining states.
Purvanchal (eastern UP) is one of the six
regions, biggest one, by and large, close
to Bihar and various border districts have
‘roti-beti’ relations with the adjoining
State. Like Bihar, it is also one of the most
backward regions where religion and
caste factors always have a play in elec-
tions. Even in the latest assembly elec-
tions in UP, the domination of these fac-
tors were clearly visible.

The impact of Bihar’s famous MY
(Muslim-Yadav) factor, which played a
crucial role in all recent polls, was also seen
in UP, helping the Samajwadi Party (SP)
emerge as a big challenge to the ruling BJP,
which has changed all poll equations since
2014 with the emergence of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. It was an elec-
tion in which Upper Castes enthusiasti-
cally supported Modi and a sizable part
of non-Yadav OBCs shifted to the BJP as
it played its social engineering card effec-
tively under the leadership of Amit Shah.

Though SP’s MY got a good support
from unhappy people of different sec-
tions, it could not match the rival camp
because of another MY combination --
of Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath with
his clean image, speedy development
works and his religious card and the
charisma of Modi. The caste-communi-
ty-based MY failed to match the reach of
Modi-Yogi who not only adopted aggres-
sive campaigning but also succeeded in
mobilising their supporters to  vote. A
slight decline in polling percentage
despite resentment in a section helped the
ruling party not only keep an upper hand
but also increase its polling percentage.
Various social welfare schemes of the cen-
tral and state Governments had provid-
ed maximum benefits to the poor, result-
ing in a sharp shift of a sizable vote-bank
of Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) to the rul-
ing camp. This new addition of votes has
imbalanced all the poll strategies and
expectations of the SP camp.

Besides, by the time the opposition
identified the the real battlefield, it was
too late. Its aggressiveness in the last two
phases when Purvanchal went to the poll
could not make any change as the BJP
had already won the battle without giv-
ing any time to the rivals to take an
advantage from the agitation of farmers
and incidents of Lakhimpur and others.
In most of the places, despite spending
their huge energy, the rivals failed to
encash on such tragic incidents, whether
it was Umbha (Sonbhadra) or Gorakhpur
in this region where the BJP made a clean
sweep winning all four and nine seats of
these districts, respectively.  

UP has six main regions and out of
these Purvanchal is the biggest one with
102 assembly seats followed by Awadh
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Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy
is addressing the US

Congress, the actor-turned-
wartime leader's latest video
speech as he uses the West's
great legislative bodies as a
global stage to orchestrate sup-
port against Russia's crushing
invasion.

Lawmakers rose and gave
him a standing ovation when
Zelenskyy appeared on the
large video screen.

Zelenskyy's livestreamed
appearance on Wednesday into
the US Capitol is part of his very
public strategy, in which he has
invoked Winston Churchill,
Hamlet and the power of world
opinion in his fight to stop
Russia. 

Nearing the three-week
mark in an ever-escalating war,
Zelenskyy has used his cam-
paign to implore allied leaders
to "close the sky" to prevent the
Russian airstrikes that are dev-
astating his country. It has also
put Zelenskyy at odds with
President Joe Biden, whose
administration has stopped
short of providing a no-fly
zone or the transfer of military
jets from neighbouring Poland
as the US seeks to avoid a direct
confrontation with Russia. 

Instead, Biden will deliver
his own address following
Zelenskyy's speech, in which he
is expected to announce an
additional $800 million in secu-
rity assistance to Ukraine,
according to a White House
official. That would bring the
total announced in the last
week alone to $1 billion. It
includes money for anti-armor
and air-defense weapons,
according to the official, who
was not authorized to comment
publicly and spoke on the con-
dition of anonymity.

Appearing in his now-
trademark army green T-shirt
as he appeals to world leaders,
Zelenskyy has emerged as a
heroic figure at the center of
what many view as the biggest

security threat to Europe since
World War II.  Almost 3 million
refugees have fled Ukraine, the
fastest exodus in modern times. 

The Ukrainian president is
no stranger to Congress, hav-
ing played a central role in
Donald Trump's first impeach-
ment. As president, Trump
was accused of withholding
security aid to Ukraine as he

pressured Zelenskyy to dig
up dirt on political rival Biden.
Zelensky is speaking on a
giant auditorium screen to
many of the same Republican
lawmakers who declined to
impeach or convict Trump,
but are among the bipartisan
groundswell in Congress now
clamoring for military aid to
Ukraine. 

>�����&33�
�&���4��
����
�9�
������9����8�-������%������-� ���� �A	-�

Russia's military forces blast-
ed Ukraine's capital region

and other major cities
Wednesday as they tried to
crush a Ukrainian defence that
has frustrated their progress
nearly three weeks after invad-
ing. With Russia's ground
advance on Kyiv stalled despite
the sustained bombardment, a
glimmer of optimism emerged
that talks between the two sides
could make progress. Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
said negotiations would contin-
ue and Russia's demands for
ending the war were becoming
"more realistic." 

Russia rained shells on areas
around Kyiv and within the
city, where a building erupted in
flames after being hit by shrap-

nel. Zelenskyy said Russian
forces had been unable to move
deeper into Ukrainian territory
but had continued their heavy
shelling of cities. British and U.S.
Intelligence assessments sup-
ported the Ukrainian leader's
view of the fighting. 

"Efforts are still needed,
patience is needed," he said in his
nightly video address to the
nation. "Any war ends with an
agreement." A senior US defence
official, speaking on the condi-
tion of anonymity to discuss the
Pentagon's assessment, said the
Russians were using long-range
fire to hit civilian targets inside
Kyiv with increasing frequency
but that their ground forces were
making little to no progress
around the country. The official
said Russian troops were still
about 15 kilometers (9 miles)

from the center of the capital. 
Zelenskyy was preparing to

make a direct appeal for more
help Wednesday in a rare speech
by a foreign leader to the US
Congress. Meanwhile, defence
ministers from NATO member
nations planned to meet in
Brussels on Wednesday.

Developments on the
diplomatic front and on the
ground occurred as the number
of people fleeing Ukraine amid
Europe's heaviest fighting since
World War II passed 3 million.

The artillery shrapnel that
hit the 12-story apartment build-
ing in central Kyiv on
Wednesday obliterated the top
floor and ignited a fire that sent
plumes of smoke over the area,
according to a statement and
images released by the Kyiv
emergencies agency. 
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British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson declared a mission

to build an international coali-
tion against Russia and wean
off dependence on its oil and
gas exports in protest against
the conflict with Ukraine, as he
embarked on a visit to the Gulf
region on Wednesday.

Johnson is scheduled to
meet with leaders in Abu
Dhabi and Riyadh for talks on
energy, regional security and
humanitarian relief as part of
what Downing Street

described as the UK's efforts to
galvanise global action on the
crisis in Ukraine.

The leaders are expected
to discuss efforts to improve
energy security and reduce
volatility in global energy and
food prices amid the ongoing
Russia-Ukraine crisis.

"The brutal and unpro-
voked assault President Putin
has unleashed on Ukraine will
have far-reaching conse-
quences for the world, 
well beyond Europe's bor-
ders," Johnson said ahead of
his visit.
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The US Senate unanimous-
ly approved a resolution

seeking investigations of
Russian President Vladimir
Putin and his regime for war
crimes over the invasion of
Ukraine.

The bipartisan measure
from Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-
S.C., says the Senate strongly
condemns the "violence, war
crimes. Crimes against human-
ity" being carried out Russian
military forces under Putin's
direction. It encourages inter-
national criminal courts to
investigate Putin, his security
council and military leaders for
possible war crimes.

"These atrocities deserve to
be investigated for war crimes,"
said Senate Majority Leader
Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y.

The measure was approved
swiftly and without dissent
late Tuesday as lawmakers in
Congress continue to muscle a
bipartisan show of force against
the Russian war in Ukraine.

First introduced almost

two weeks ago, the Senate res-
olution would not carry the
force of law, but is another
example of Congress providing
the Biden administration polit-
ical support to take a tough line
against Putin's aggression.

Last week, US Vice
President Kamala Harris
embraced calls for an interna-
tional war crimes investigation
of Russia  over its invasion of
Ukraine, citing the "atrocities"
of bombing civilians, including
a maternity hospital.

The resolution approved by
the Senate has been embraced
by senators from both parties,
Republicans and Democrats. 

8!�!	����������
��������	����%�	�
����	��������������

���� ����A0���

Aveteran videographer and
a 24-year-old Ukrainian

journalist working for Fox
News were both killed when
their vehicle came under fire
outside of Kyiv, the network has
said. Pierre Zakrzewski, 55,
and Oleksandra "Sasha"
Kuvshynova were travelling
Monday in Horenka with Fox
News reporter Benjamin Hall,
who remains hospitalised.

"Today is a heartbreaking
day for Fox News Media and for
all journalists risking their lives
to deliver the news," the net-
work's CEO, Suzanne Scott, said
in a staff memo on Tuesday.

On Sunday, documentary
filmmaker Brent Renaud,
another veteran of covering
war zones, died when Russian
forces opened fire on his
vehicle in Irpin, also outside
of Kyiv.

The death of three jour-
nalists in a short span under-
scores the dangers faced by
people chronicling the war in
Ukraine, even those with
extensive experience reporting
from conflict zones. The dan-
gers for journalists seem to be
increasing by the day.

0�+�-����	�������
����������=�	����

����� 1�	,	�
�

China has launched a high-
thrust oxyhydrogen rock-

et engine in preparation for the
upcoming launches of space
station lab modules, its maker
said on Wednesday. 

The engine that completed
a 520-second test has been
designed for the core stage of the
Long March-5 carrier rocket
series to be used to launch two
lab modules of China's orbiting
Tiangong space station this year,
Xinhua news agency reported.
The rocket engine developed by
the China Aerospace Science and
Technology Corporation will
undergo over 20 more experi-
mental tasks to further test its
performance, the company said. 
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US prosecutors have started
negotiating a plea deal

with Pakistani terrorist and
9/11 mastermind Khalid
Shaikh Mohammed and four
others currently lodged in the
Guantánamo Bay detention
camp, a move which could
result in the commutation of
their death sentence to life
imprisonment, according to a
media report.

The New York Times '
report said the plea deal would
undoubtedly disappoint, if not
enrage, death-penalty advo-
cates among the victims' fam-
ily members.

The unprecedented terror
attack on September 11, 2001

destroyed the twin towers of
the iconic World Trade Center
(WTC) in New York, killing
nearly 3,000 people, including
many Indians.

The report said other fam-
ily members, including those
troubled by the role of the US
torture in the case and the
delays, might see it as a fitting
conclusion.
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Nearly 20,000 civilians fled
Mariupol by way of a

humanitarian corridor on
Tuesday in the biggest evac-
uation yet from the besieged
Ukrainian port city, while
Russian forces stepped up
their bombardment of Kyiv.

On the diplomatic front,
a top Ukrainian negotiator,
presidential adviser Mykhailo
Podolyak, described the lat-
est round of talks with the
Russians as "very difficult
and sticky" and said there

were "fundamental contra-
dictions" between the two
sides, but added that "there is
certainly room for compro-
mise." He said the talks will
continue Wednesday.

Earlier in the day, anoth-
er aide to Ukrainian
President Volodymir
Zelenskyy, Ihor Zhovkva,
struck a more optimistic
note, saying the talks had
become "more constructive"
and that Russia had soft-
ened its stand by no longer
airing its demands for
Ukraine to surrender.
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Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov says a

"business-like spirit"  is
emerging at talks with
Ukraine that are now
focussed on a neutral status
for the war-torn country. 

"A neutral status is being
seriously discussed in con-
nection with security guar-
antees," Lavrov said
Wednesday on Russian chan-
nel RBK TV. 

"There are concrete for-
mulations that in my view are
close to being agreed."  
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New Delhi: Minister of State
for Agriculture Kailash
Choudhary has said every
block in the country will have
one Farmer Producer
Organisation (FPO) and
around 4,000 FPOs have
already been set up.The min-
ister was speaking at a FICCI
seminar held late Tuesday on
"Jaago Kisan Jaago" awareness
programme to celebrate the
World Consumer Rights Day.

The government has
approved and launched a
scheme of  'Formation and
Promotion of 10,000 FPOs' till
2027-28 with a total budgetary
outlay of Rs 6,865 crore.

According to a statement
issued by FICCI, Choudhary
emphasised on the need to con-
nect farming with new tech-
nology.

He said farmers need bet-
ter seeds, lower cost of pro-
duction, storage facilities and
market access.

Choudhary highlighted
various steps taken by the gov-
ernment for the growth of
agriculture sector like increase
in the ministry's budget, neem-
coated urea, nano fertiliser
and the launch of e-NAM por-
tal, among others.

Further, he said 10,000
FPOs are being formed coun-
trywide to aid farmer groups

jointly undertake several post-
production activities.

"4,000 FPOs are already set
up," he said adding "every
block will have one FPO."

Arjun Ram Meghwal,
Minister of State, Parliamentary
Affairs & Culture, said weath-
er and market access are two
vital areas that need special
attention of every stakeholder.

R G Agarwal, Chair of the
FICCI Committee on Crop
Protection and Chairman,
Dhanuka Group, said the
biggest challenge before the
country is rising population
and reducing land availability
for farming.

"We need precision agri-
culture today," he said and
stressed on the need for sensi-
tising farmers to new technol-
ogy and innovation. "Farmers
need knowledge more than
subsidy today," Agarwal 
added.

Agarwal also spoke about
the increasing importance of
pesticides and other plant pro-
tection equipment in farming
and the need for genuine bio-
stimulants. He alluded to sev-

eral spurious bio-stimulants in
the country harming farmers.

Talking about the need for
plant protection, P K
Chakrabarty, Member, ASRB,
Ministry of Agriculture and
Former ADG (PP), ICAR, said
20-40 per cent of production is
lost due to improper or no
plant protection.

He said this amounts to Rs
90,000 to Rs 100,000 crore in
value terms. "If we avoid this
loss, we will save an amount
almost equal to our agriculture
budget," he said.

Chakrabarty also stated
that India is the fifth largest
seed market globally on the
back of 49 crop research insti-
tutes of ICAR, 45 all-India
coordinated projects, 77 state
agriculture universities and a
robust partnership with the pri-
vate sector.

A K Singh, Deputy
Director General (Horticultural
Science), DARE - Indian
Council of Agricultural
Research, underscored vari-
ous tech-led initiatives that
the government has taken in
reaching out to farmers.

He said that more than five
crore farmers are registered on
the mKisan portal and they
receive regular updates, and
Kisan call centres address
20,000 calls every day. PTI
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New Delhi: Union Minister Nitin Gadkari on Wednesday
launched India's first green hydrogen-based advanced fuel cell
electric vehicle (FCEV), Toyota Mirai, and said this is the first-
of-its-kind project in India that aims to create an ecosystem for
such vehicles in the country.

Speaking at the event, Gadkari said FCEV, powered by hydro-
gen, is one of the best zero-emission solutions.

It is completely environment-friendly with no tailpipe emis-
sions other than water, the road transport and highways minis-
ter said.

Toyota Kirloskar Motor claimed that Toyota Mirai is pow-
ered by a hydrogen fuel cell battery pack and capable of providing
a range up to 650 km in a single charge, with a refuelling time
of five minutes.

In Japanese, the word 'Mirai' means 'future'.
Gadkari said green hydrogen can be generated from renew-

able energy and abundantly available biomass.
He noted that the introduction and adoption of technology

to tap into the green hydrogen's potential will play a key role in
securing a clean and affordable energy future for India.

Toyota Kirloskar Motor (TKM), along with the International
Center for Automotive Technology (ICAT), is conducting a pilot
project to study and evaluate the world's most advanced FCEV
Toyota Mirai, which runs on hydrogen, on Indian roads and cli-
matic conditions.

Union Minister for Petroleum and Natural Gas Hardeep
Singh Puri, Union Power Minister R K Singh and Heavy
Industries Minister Mahendra Nath Pandey were also present
at the event. Gadkari had previously said he will also start using
the Toyota Mirai.  The company said Toyota Mirai was launched
in 2014 and was one of the world's first hydrogen fuel electric
vehicles."Now, we are proud to introduce the second generation,
with a 30 per cent increase in range, better handling and sharp-
er styling," Toyota said. PTI

Mumbai: Equity indices roared
back to life on Wednesday
after a day's pause on across-
the-board buying, in tandem
with a sharp rebound in world
stocks amid hopes of a break-
through in Russia-Ukraine
talks.

A strong recovery in the
rupee added to the momen-
tum, while investors also await-
ed the US Federal Reserve's
policy announcement later in
the day.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
surged 1,039.80 points or 1.86
per cent to finish at 56,816.65.
Likewise, the broader NSE
Nifty jumped 312.35 points or
1.87 per cent to 16,975.35.

Ultratech Cement was the
top performer in the Sensex
pack, spurting 4.69 per cent,
followed by Axis Bank,
IndusInd Bank, HDFC,
Infosys, Bajaj Finserv and Bajaj
Finance.

Only two counters closed
in the red -- Sun Pharma and
PowerGrid, dipping up to 0.35
per cent.

Global equities clambered
up after Ukraine said there is
possible room for compromise
in talks with Russia, even as the
Russian forces intensified its
bombardment of Kyiv.

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky said
Russia's demands were becom-

ing more realistic. Both the
countries are likely to hold talks
again on Wednesday.

"Ease in FII selling and
crude prices is adding strength
to the domestic trend. Positive
global cues and strong bounce
back by the Chinese market in
anticipation of stimulus sup-
ported the trend.

"The world equity market
has stabilized factoring in a 25
bps hike by US Fed, an in-line
policy outlook, will be a relief
to the market and we may see
a drop in volatility," said Vinod
Nair, Head of Research at
Geojit Financial 
Services.

Ajit Mishra, VP - Research,
Religare Broking Ltd, markets
will first react to the US Fed
meeting outcome in early trade
on Thursday.

"We recommend booking
some profits on the rise, citing

immediate hurdles around the
17,150 zone and focusing on
identifying opportunities in
sectors that are trading in sync
with the benchmark," he noted.

All BSE sectoral indices
notched up gains, led by real-
ty (3.66 per cent), metal (2.56
per cent), basic materials (2.55
per cent), consumer durables
(2.13 per cent) and auto (2.09
per cent).

In the broader markets,
the BSE midcap and smallcap
indices spurted as much as 1.80
per cent.

Elsewhere in Asia, bours-
es in Tokyo, Seoul, Hong Kong
and Shanghai closed with
healthy gains. Chinese markets
stabilised after Beijing sig-
nalled support for US-listed
Chinese stocks.Stock exchanges
in Europe were also trading
significantly higher in mid-ses-
sion deals. PTI

Mumbai: The rupee spurted
by 41 paise to close at a near-
ly two-week high against the
US dollar on Wednesday,
tracking positive domestic
equities and Asian currencies
ahead of the US Federal
Reserve's decision on interest
rate hike.

FII inflows into capital
markets and crude oil prices
retreating to USD 99 per bar-
rel level boosted the rupee
sentiment, forex traders said.

At the interbank forex
market, the local unit opened
strong at 76.40 against the
greenback and witnessed an
intra-day high of 76.19 and a
low of 76.44.

The rupee settled at
76.21, registering a rise of 41
paise over its previous close of
76.62.

"Rupee appreciated
against US dollar taking cues
from stronger Asian curren-
cies and risk-on moods. Forex
markets are little tepid ahead
of Wednesday's Fed decision
while US 10-year bond yields
retraced after touching 2.20
per cent, the highest level
since 2019," said Dilip Parmar,

Research Analyst, HDFC
Securities.

The US Federal Reserve
likely to raise rates by 25bps,
as well as penciling further
such hikes this year amid
higher inflation.

Spot USDINR could find
support in the range of 76 to
75.70, while resistance is
around 76.70, Parmar added.

"The Indian rupee appre-
ciated against the US Dollar in
line with gains in the Asian
currencies and equities ahead
of the Federal Reserve's pol-
icy statement," said Sriram
Iyer, Senior Research Analyst
at Reliance Securities.

The US dollar traded
marginally weaker in Asian
trade as risk appetite
improved after Russian
Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov said peace talks with
Ukraine were not easy but
there was hope for a com-
promise.

According to Sugandha
Sachdeva, Vice President -
Commodity and Currency
Research, Religare Broking
Ltd, the Indian rupee has
been able to nudge higher

largely in line with the opti-
mism seen in markets and
renewed inflows in domestic
equities.

"Sentiments have
improved amid hopes that the
conflict between Russia and
Ukraine is likely to be
resolved through diplomatic
negotiations. Another key
factor favouring the recent
bout of appreciation in the
domestic currency is the
sharp retreat in crude oil
prices from multi-year highs,"
Sachdeva said.

Crude prices have given
up most of the geopolitical
risk premium to drift lower
even below the USD 100 per
barrel mark, as the tensions
have eased.

Markets are now looking
forward to headlines around
the US Fed's first interest rate
hike in three years and the
guidance on future tightening.
Besides, cues from the resur-
gence of COVID cases in
China will steer the rupee-
dollar exchange rate,
Sachdeva said.

"Rupee traded strong as
relatively less outflow from

FII's and weak crude prices
below USD 99 helped the
rupee trade stronger towards
76.30 compared to 76.55,"
said Jateen Trivedi, Senior
Research Analyst at LKP
Securities.

The undertone of the US
Fed's statement will be keen-
ly watched. Any hawkish
stance shall add pressure on
rupee and 76.75 will be test-
ed again, whereas any dovish
comments shall support rupee
towards 76.00, Trivedi said.

Meanwhile, the dollar
index, which measures the
greenback's strength against a
basket of six currencies, fell
0.38 per cent to 98.72.

Crude oil for the Indian
basket fell sharply by around
12 per cent to USD 112 per
barrel as the benchmark Brent
crude traded at USD 100.24
per barrel, up by 0.33 per 
cent.

On the domestic equity
market front, the BSE Sensex
ended 1,039.80 points or 1.86
per cent higher at 56,816.65,
while the broader NSE Nifty
surged 312.35 points or 1.87
per cent to 16,975.35. PTI

New Delhi: Gold prices slipped by
Rs 216 to Rs 51,279 per 10 grams in
the national capital on Wednesday on
the back of a decline in the precious
metal's prices overseas and rupee
appreciation, according to HDFC
Securities.

In the previous trade, the pre-
cious metal settled at Rs 51,495 per
10 grams.In contrast, silver jumped
Rs 200 to Rs 67,827 per kg from Rs
67,627 per kg in the previous trade.In
the international market, gold trad-
ed 0.18 per cent lower at USD 1,914
per ounce and silver was flat at USD
24.80 per ounce.

HDFC Securities Senior Analyst
(Commodities) Tapan Patel said,
"Spot gold prices for 24 carat gold at
Delhi fell by Rs 216 with decline in
global gold prices along with rupee
appreciation."

The rupee spurted by 41 paise to
close at a nearly two-week high of Rs
76.21 against the US dollar on
Wednesday, tracking positive domes-
tic equities and Asian currencies
ahead of the US Federal Reserve's
decision on interest rate hike."Gold
prices continue to tumble on US FED
speculation over rate hike with infla-
tion at 40 year high," he said. PTI

New Delhi: As many as 347
foreign direct investment (FDI)
proposals, worth about Rs
75,951 crore, have been
received by the government
from countries sharing land
border with India since April
18, 2020, Parliament was
informed on Wednesday.

Out of 347, 66 proposals
have so far been granted
approval by the government
and 193 cases have been reject-
ed or closed or withdrawn,
Minister of State for Commerce
and Industry Som Parkash said
in a written reply to the Lok
Sabha.

"Since 18th April, 2020, 347
FDI proposals have been
received by the government
from countries sharing land
border with India or where the
beneficial owner of an invest-
ment into India is situated in or
is a citizen of any such coun-
try...The value of investments
proposed in the aforemen-
tioned proposals received by
the government is approxi-
mately Rs 75,951 crore," he
said.

In April 2020, the govern-
ment had made its prior
approval mandatory for foreign
investments from countries
that share land border with
India to curb opportunistic
takeovers of domestic firms fol-
lowing the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

Countries which share
land border with India are
China, Bangladesh, Pakistan,
Bhutan, Nepal, Myanmar and

Afghanistan. As per that deci-
sion, FDI proposals from these
countries need government
approval for investments in
India in any sector.

The 66 approved propos-
als are from sectors including
automobile (7), chemicals (5),
computer software and hard-
ware (3), pharma (4), education
(1), electronics (8), food pro-
cessing (2), information and
broadcasting (1), machine tools
(1), petroleum and natural gas
(1), power (1), services sector
(11).

The total value of invest-
ments of these 66 proposals
aggregated to Rs 13,624.88
crore.

In another reply, Parkash
said a decision has been taken
to develop a platform for data
exchange among all modes of
operators.

Accordingly, Unified
Logistics Interface Platform
(ULIP) has been designed by
National Industrial Corridor
Development Corporation Ltd
(NICDC), under the guidance
of NITI Aayog.

"So far, the platform has
been integrated with 24 systems
of six ministries including
Ministry of Ports, Shipping
and Waterways, of Railways,
Ministry of Road Transport
and Highways, Ministry of
Civil Aviation, Directorate
General Foreign Trade and
Central Board of Indirect Taxes
(CBIC) through 78 application
programming interface
(APIs)," he added. PTI
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New Delhi: The Banks Board
Bureau (BBB) on Wednesday
recommended the name of
Alok Kumar Choudhary for the
post of managing director of
State Bank of India.

The headhunter for direc-
tors of state-owned banks and
financial institution also rec-
ommended A Manimekhalai,
Ajay Kumar Srivastava and
Swaroop Kumar Saha for MD
position of Union Bank of
India, Indian Overseas Bank
and Punjab & Sind Bank,
respectively.

The Bureau interviewed
21 candidates and based on
their performance selected
Alok Kumar Choudhary for the
position of managing director
of SBI, BBB said in a statement.

Choudhary, who is deputy
managing director (Finance),
will replace Ashwini Bhatia
who has been appointed a
whole time member of Sebi.

Prior to this, he was chief
general manager of Delhi
region for three years.

The final decision on the
appointment will be taken by

the Appointments Committee
of the Cabinet headed by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

BBB is headed by former
Department of Personnel and
Training Secretary B P 
Sharma.

The Prime Minister, in
2016, approved the constitution
of BBB as a body of eminent
professionals and officials to
make recommendations for
appointment of whole-time
directors as well as non-exec-
utive chairpersons of public
sector banks (PSBs). PTI
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The world we live in is full of con-
tradictions and challenges. It has its
blessings and its boons. 

The modern world has significant
advancements in technology, medicine
and transport. But we are surrounded by
excess everywhere – our population is
exploding, there is overabundance of
visual mélange, things are over designed
and overused, extra focus is on the excess,
while the affluence is ostentatious, simul-
taneously there is overconsumption of
our spaces; to add to this, we have a habit
of obsessively hoarding clothing and pos-
sessions and are indeed crumbling under
all that clutter.

India needs a lifestyle and
architecture diet: We need to hold
back in order to navigate through these
unusual times. We need to become
more resilient and more authentic in
order to not get swayed by every fad
that comes along. It is a good moment
to look at what has stood the test of
time. 

Rationalised decision making: As
contemporary Indian architects, we are
deliberately designing spaces with
sensory deprivation, as we feel that if
we are able to provide that in our
chaotic urban context, we have built a
haven for our clients, a breather for the
dwellers, a visual oasis for the city. 

This modern and minimal
architecture approach gives maximum
power to the spatial quality of space
making. It rejects decoration and
promotes rationalized decision making,
making architecture long lasting and
versatile. And therefore, it is hard to do.
It may be unfathomable but to be
restrained is tougher to practice than it
seems. Simple rules apply in space
making as they apply in living one’s life.
To get rid of the excess and focus on the

essential. It is hard to choose. It doesn’t
mean sacrificing things, but truly
prioritizing them. 

Conscious living: This focus makes
us purposeful as we garner what is truly
important to us, in Japanese organizing
consultant Marie Kondo’s terms—what
sparks joy and what doesn’t. 

Yes, in Japan, you do have
professional tidying experts because less
is still more! Simple and clear.  Less
cluttered is more freedom. 

Being minimal and simple is a state
of mind, a way of living that add more
meaning to one’s life—a true luxury, in
today’s world of distractions and
complexity. 

On every project, we attempt to
bring this notion of conscious living
into architecture and design. We
prioritise the ‘essence’ of space making
and focus on light, volume, ventilation
and materials. We choreograph a
conversation between these tools to
create meaningful relationships within
the space, to reveal the innate character
of architecture. 

Contextualising is perhaps the most
important element of design. It dictates
how one treats the space. From climate
to site, design decisions are made in
tandem with these vital elements to
create purity in architecture. 

One practices restraint. There is a
certain austerity and ascetic quality in
this approach. It requires courage and
has almost become a luxury.  Luxury is
conscious living. Luxury is the ultimate
privacy. Luxury is collectibles —that tell
a story. Luxury is originality. Luxury is
about creating experiences.

If we want to live in the modern
world, we must take the luxury of being
able to live simply. 
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Indian startups aren’t rare
occurrences anymore. Thus, a
venture or two popping up in

the startup ecosystem don’t
intrigue us much  unless they are
worth the watch. Along with the
rest of the world we see many
Indian startups unfolding in the
wave of digital transformation
we’re experiencing pre, during and
post-pandemic. From networking
and  gaming to  education, nutri-
tion, finance and medicine, we’re
seeing digital startup platforms
offering convenient smart solu-
tions like never before.

Here we’ve put together a few
tech-backed startups which are
charging ahead in their niche;
ventures which are worth notic-
ing for not just what they do but
also for the promises they hold in
bettering life for the collective.
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Koppr is all about helping

young adults attain financial free-
dom. A platform that provides
personalised financial service and
sound advice, Koppr is an expert-
led community where users are
given guidance so as to  enable
them to make smart financial
decisions.  Koppr especially cen-
tres around tailoring personalised
solutions to financial woes faced
by millennials and  young adults
in the country.  With a mission to
help young adults gain  financial
independence for realising their
dreams and ambitions, Kopper

also understands the prevalence
of unique financial issues as per
an individual  and thus provides
unique offerings based on
requirement. 

Koppr strives to offer com-
prehensive solutions all along a
young adult’s  financial journey.
Koppr provides expert insight
and guidance on a range of
financial matters faced by mil-
lennials and empower them to
borrow, invest, spend and protect
their finances in the smartest way
possible.
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The first ever made-in-India

transit app, Tummoc provides
real-time, data-driven multi-

modal public transportation
information for a  hassle free com-
mute. With a vision to enhance
desirability and accessibility of
public transportation, Tummoc
houses an all-in-one transit solu-
tion. Integrating both private and
public MaaS (Mobility as a
Service)  under its roof, the app
provides various actionable infor-
mation for public transportation
such as timing, availability,  con-
tactless adaptable ticketing
options,  first and last-mile infor-
mation, etc.,  all the while pro-
viding employment opportunities
for last-mile partners.

Tummoc comes as a right fit
for a place like India with its
extensive  and intricate public

transport  network which are
priced reasonably well but not the
most desirable in terms of con-
venience and accessibility.
Tummoc aims to bring a shift in
the way people access public
transit by becoming  a pioneer in
enabling smart commuting in
the country. It  also encourages
stakeholders in gearing towards a
greener transportation by imple-
menting carbon emission track-
ing and driving tree-planting
among other initiatives.
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PhytHealth is India’s fore-

most AI technology driven digi-
tal physiotherapy. A digital tele-
rehabilitation platform,
PhytHealth helps in  pain man-
agement, stabilisation, strength-
ening, providing proper treat-
ment at every stage of  recovery
- all at the comfort of your home.
PhytHealth addresses an extensive
range of ailments right from  pre-
vention to various chronic pain
management and post-surgical
recovery. Digital physiotherapy
offers  treatment plans for all mus-
culoskeletal and muscular issues,
which are not only clinically
proven solutions but also designed
for optimum convenience which
patients can access via their
smartphones.

PhytHealth applies computer
technology to engage patients
with the right physio care includ-
ing  proper Musculoskeletal

Medicine (MSK) and effective
therapy practices. It also helps in
maintaining  ergonomic postures
along with providing  assistance
in assessing and modifying rou-
tine activities to prevent pain
aggravation.
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A personal finance startup,

Branch offers  AI-enabled cus-
tomization of  financial service and
is already among the top lenders
around the globe. What sets this
financial platform apart from the
crowd is the simplicity and swift-
ness in providing loans.  Branch
has done away with the chivvies
and hassles found in traditional
financial institutes where borrow-
ers usually find themselves being
drowned in long drawn loan
processes.  At Branch, borrowers
can obtain loans in as little as
under two hours. The  application
process is a matter of seconds but
that’s not all. The best thing about
this AI backed platform is that bor-
rowers don’t have to stress about
collaterals and credit scores which
are often checkpoints that a lot of
people fail to cross in a tradition-
al lending scene. 

With machine learning,
Branch uses an  algorithmic
approach to ascertain credit wor-
thiness of an applicant. And cus-
tomers won’t have to step an inch
out of their comfy shack because
all the loan processes are done over
their smartphones.

The expedited advance-
ments in digital technol-
ogy have generated new

security concerns regarding
data privacy. Data security can
be done by the implementation
of strong and authenticated
cryptographic key protection
mechanisms. At present, cor-
porations and governments are
increasingly relying on
Blockchain for the aforemen-
tioned concerns. 

Blockchain, using cryptol-
ogy has enabled many features
that have contributed to ensur-
ing data privacy. Moreover, the
ease of managing data by stor-
ing them in blocks and con-
necting them by chains; pro-
hibiting tampering has led to its
increased adaptation in the
startup ecosystem.

How blockchain con-
tributes towards ensuring data
privacy

In recent times, blockchain
has been at the forefront in
ensuring data privacy. The sys-
tem of blocks and chains to
store data makes it extremely
difficult for the hacker to tam-
per. Majorly due to security,
Blockchain has been increas-
ingly adopted by corporations
around the world; both—
incumbent and upcoming. As
81 of the world’s top 100 pub-
lic corporations have employed
blockchain technology for effi-

cient functioning and service
mechanisms. It is anticipated to
reach a market size of $67.4 bil-
lion at a CAGR of 68.4 per cent
between 2021-26.

�Validation and encryp-
tion

The most famous data-
leak saga of Facebook (Meta),
had raised a mammoth amount
of security concerns. However,
Blockchain efficiently address-
es such concerns. It is encrypt-
ed due to the structure of data
constituting inherent secure
qualities. Which contributes
to efficient and proper valida-
tion. Smart contracts can be
used with this technology to
assure the happening of a par-
ticular validation whenever any
specific criteria are fulfilled. 

�Safe & resistant 
With the potential to

secure important data, the
blockchain prevents fraud and
illicit fraud. It ensures an end-
to-end secured network that

cannot be altered; making it dif-
ficult to hack. It encodes data
and limits the access to handle
privacy issues so that nobody
can read or change stored data.
Hence, data immutability is one
of the basic features of this tech-
nology which offers a whole
new set of security. 

�Traceability
A paper trail verification is

done by blockchain at each
stage of an asset’s excursion.
This enables easy verification of
products in areas that are affect-
ed by fraud and forgery. It per-
mits authentic data exchange
with customers. The traceabil-
ity of data can also disclose any
type of flaw in the workings of
the organisation or procedures.

Blockchain is one of the
significant headways of the
21st century. It is forecasted that
the world would be spending
$11.7 billion on blockchain
solutions and revenue capaci-
ty of the global blockchain

technology market to reach
$20 billion by 2024.
Additionally, it is the startups
that have effectively introduced
and led to the adaptation of the
tech among the masses.

Blockchain streamlining
necessities for startups

Blockchain has humon-

gous potential in the tech
advanced world. This potential
is being leveraged by startups in
providing effective services to
consumers. Moreover, last year,
blockchain-based startups
raised $4.4 billion in funding
which is bound to grow expo-
nentially in the coming period
due to these key parameters. 

�Improves security 
The decentralised structure

used in blockchain technology
has proven to be of great value.
The high level of security pro-
vided through a distributed
ledger system is convenient in
setting up a safe and secure data
web. This makes meddling and
tampering with the data stored
impossible. Financial startups
such as Wazirx, CoinDCX,
Bitpay etc. are using blockchain
to ensure secure transactions.  

�Increases speed and effi-
ciency

The business-related con-
ventional and heavy paper-

based works can be streamlined
and automated with the help of
blockchain, and transactions
can be done speedily and more
efficiently. A single digital
ledger is responsible for keep-
ing the records and sharing
them with other parties. Thus,
clearing and settlement can be
done at once. For instance,
Amazon Web services - AWS.

�Enhances transparency
Blockchain technology has

offered more transparency in
businesses. 

All the network partici-
pants share the same docu-
mentation because of the
decentralised structure of the
technology. The property of
public verifiability enhances
transparency and accuracy in
the delivery process among all
the stakeholders. The supply
chain of Walmart is based on
the blockchain to ensure trans-
parent service delivery and
Amazon in retail operations.
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In the recently held ed-tech
Hackathon 2022, under the

banner name TIDE 2.0 organized
by Startup Incubation &
Innovation Centre (SIIC) IIT
Kanpur, MK Yadav, the founder
of AI testified won the first prize
for best innovators in India
under the technology segment.

Tide 2.0, which is supported
by the Government of India’s
Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology pro-
vides financial and technical

support to students, innovators,
and startups with an idea across
healthcare, deep tech, IoT,
AI/ML, and other similar
domains. AI Testified, a startup
incubated at IIT Kanpur is a
unique platform that blends
Artificial Intelligence into the
school education system and
UPSC exam preparation. Being
India’s pioneering AI driven test
platform, it is highly beneficial in
understanding and overcoming
weak areas among the school
going students, UPSC aspirants,
and those preparing for various

competitive examinations.
Recently the leading tech plat-
form has also signed various
MoU’s namely with the Delhi
Government & Delhi Police per-
taining to the capacity building
and service training. “AI Testified
is not only beneficial for school
going kids but also helps to cre-
ate a continuum of support for
education after school, for vari-
ous entrance examinations, com-
petitive exams and capacity
building exams conducted at
Corporate and Government lev-
els. AEKA (name of the assess-

ment engine) considers various
parameters to identify the weak-
ness of the students and gener-
ates customized tests for each
student in an endeavor to convert
the areas of improvements to
areas of strength,” says MK Yadav,
CMD, AI Testified. 

Various amendments have
been made in the education sec-
tor, and some of them being new
changes, AI Testif ied has
assumed more importance,
which will help in better learn-
ing and analytical applications 
of concepts. 
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The Indian Institute of Art
and Design (IIAD) in col-

laboration with Kingston
School of Art, London offers
undergraduate programmes in
Fashion Design, Fashion
Business Management,
Communication Design and
Interior Architecture & Design.
It also offers postgraduate pro-
grammes in Fashion Design
and Fashion Business
Management. The Institute
offers these programmes
through its creative studio-
based education and strives to
groom the next generation of
designers and design thinkers
at its state-of-the-art campus in
New Delhi.

Website: www.iiad.edu.in
Admissions Process:

IIAD Entrance Test
Last date to apply: April 2,

2022
Exam Date: April 9 and 10,

2022 (Online), April 9, 2022
(Offline)
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The Strathclyde Business
School, Glasgow is delight-

ed to be able to offer a number
of MBA Scholarships for
September 2022.  

Scholarships will be
awarded on a monthly rolling
basis from the end of April
2022 and the final date for con-
sideration will be 31 August
2022, so early application is
advised.

The Scholarships of
between £7-15,000 will be
awarded to candidates who
demonstrate in their
Scholarship application, MBA
programme application and
interview, excellent academic
performance; significant pro-
fessional/managerial/leader-
ship experience and career
development and who will
contribute to the overall acad-
emic, cultural and experiential
profile of the programme
cohort.

Number of scholarships:

Up to
20

Subject: Accounting and
finance, Economics,
Entrepreneurship, Human
resource management,
Marketing, Business, Strategy
and organisation, Hospitality
and tourism, Management,
Management science

Value: Between £7,000 and
£15,000 dependent on experi-
ence.

Help with: Tuition fees
Deadline: August 31,  2022
Eligibility : MBA

Scholarship and programme
applications are invited from
exceptional candidates who
are prepared to act as ambas-
sadors for the Strathclyde FT
MBA.  

Who can demonstrate
through their ideas outlined in
their application and inter-
view how they would con-
tribute to bring the class togeth-
er through teamwork to create
community, from the outset, in
order to achieve the ultimate
learning (and social) experi-
ence for the group as a whole.

Leadership/management
skills or potential, overall qual-
ity of the application and finan-
cial need will also be consid-
ered.
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The Augustana University of
Sioux Falls (South Dakota),

ranked in Top 10 in the
Midwest by U.S. News & World
Report 2022 and second in the
Nation for Post-Graduate
Employment by Zippia.com
(recruitment firm), has
announced scholarships up to
USD 25,000 per year for under-
graduates programmes com-
mencing fall 2022 across a
wide range of programmes on
offer at the university.  
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Fashion & Women are
the heart and soul of

our society and
International Women’s Day
is the moment and occasion
to celebrate women. To
show and extend their sup-
port, Satyam Fashion
Institute’s graduating stu-
dents designed their collec-
tion inspired by various
facets of life and the roles
that women play. Women

love to dress well and exhib-
it their personal style
through clothes. The col-
lection was versatile and
comfortable yet stylish keep-
ing in mind the working
women of today. 

Marking the celebration
of International Women’s
Day & dedicating the true
spirit of womanhood TRIP-
TYCH 2022 was a gala
evening of 15 shows by the
very talented students of
Satyam Fashion Institute

(SFI). Their collection was
creative, stylish, and fash-
ionable. The students are all
set to conquer the world of
fashion with their 15 differ-
ent themes drawing their
inspiration from nature and
the environment. The col-
lection was designed using
natural fabrics like cotton,
linen, and silk making the
fashion industry more sus-
tainable.  The students grad-
uating from Fashion Design,
Textile Design and Post

Graduate Diploma in
Fashion Design together put
on a great show. The show
was recently held at Satyam
Fashion Institute; sector 62
Noida was choreographed
by Rachna Sikka. 

It provided a platform
to showcase the attire
designed by the graduating
batch from scratch under
the supervision of show
organisers Dr Vandana
Jaglan, Principal, and Dr
Neetu Malhotra, HOD SFI.
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Atletico Madrid drove the
final nail in the coffin of
a miserable season for

Manchester United as Renan
Lodi's header sent the Spanish
champions into the Champions
League quarter-finals with a 1-
0 win at Old Trafford to
progress 2-1 on aggregate.

The Brazilian full-back
headed in unmarked at the
back post four minutes before
half-time to end United's last
chance of silverware this season
as their drought without a tro-
phy since 2017 goes on.

United now face an uphill
task just to get back into the
Champions League next season
as an under-performing squad
filled with star names sits fifth
in the Premier League.

Atletico's own struggles to
break into La Liga's top four
this season have shown up
their limitations.

But the experience of
Diego Simeone's men in the
Champions League knockouts
shone through as they comfort-
ably saw the game out to reach
the last eight for the sixth time
in the last nine seasons.

Cristiano Ronaldo had
consistently been the scourge of
Atletico in the Champions
League, twice landing the ulti-
mate blow in final defeats to
Real Madrid and scoring a
hat-trick for Juventus to over-
turn a 2-0 first leg deficit at this
stage three years ago.

However, Simeone's men
finally got one over on the 37-
year-old as he failed to have any
meaningful impact on the tie.

Anthony Elanga came off
the bench to salvage a 1-1
draw for United in the Spanish
capital three weeks ago and the

Swedish teenager was unlucky
not to put the hosts ahead in
the tie on 13 minutes.

Diogo Dalot's low cross
picked out Elanga and his goal-
bound effort rebounded off
Atletico goalkeeper Jan Oblak's
head to safety.

Atletico had been penned
inside their own half for the
opening 15 minutes, but posed
a threat every time they man-

aged to string a few passes
together on the counter-attack.

Rodrigo De Paul's long-
range effort forced David de
Gea into a stunning save at full
stretch.

Joao Felix had scored five
times in his previous five
games, including Atletico's goal
in the first leg, finally starting
to deliver on his 120 million
euro price tag.

The Portuguese had the
ball in the net again at the end
of a slick Atletico move that cut
through a leaden-footed United
defence, but Marcos Llorente
was flagged offside from Koke's
pass before he squared for
Felix to apply the finishing
touch. United did not learn
their lesson as they were again
easily opened up down their
left for the decisive goal.

The home fans were still
screaming for a foul on Elanga
in the Atletico half when the
visitors fed the ball forward to
Felix, whose backheel found
Antoine Griezmann and his
cross picked out the unmarked
Lodi to head home.

Atletico resorted to the
tried and tested tactics of
Simeone's reign in the second
half as they were happy to sit on

their lead and were not undu-
ly troubled by a United side
lacking in ideas.

Ralf Rangnick made the
brave call to withdraw Bruno
Fernandes 23 minutes from
time as he emptied his bench
in search of an equaliser with

Paul Pogba and Edinson
Cavani among those thrown
on.

But set-pieces were the
hosts' only source of danger as
Oblak produced a superb save
to deny Raphael Varane before
getting back off the floor to trap

Ronaldo's acrobatic follow-up
effort.

Those proved to be
United's final efforts on target
as the visitors held firm, allow-
ing Simeone to sprint down the
touchline in celebration at full-
time.
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Darwin Nunez headed home in the 77th
minute as Benfica stunned Ajax to reach

the Champions League quarter-finals on
Tuesday, winning the second leg of their last-
16 tie 1-0 in Amsterdam to advance 3-2 on
aggregate.

The Portuguese side had not man-
aged a single attempt on target until
Uruguayan striker Nunez beat
goalkeeper Andre Onana to Alex
Grimaldo's free-kick and headed in
to silence the Johan Cruyff Arena.

Ajax, who had dominated the
first half, could not recover from
that blow and go out while two-
time European Cup winners
Benfica look forward to
Friday's draw for the quar-
ter-finals.

Having sent
Barcelona packing in the
group stage, they will now
appear in the last eight for
the first time since 2016.

The Dutch side's star
striker, Sebastien Haller, had
been hoping to score in an
eighth consecutive
Champions League game this
season having netted a
remarkable 11 goals in his
first seven appearances in the
competition.

Yet he was upstaged by
the 22-year-old Nunez as

Benfica's own prolific forward found the tar-
get for the 26th time in all competitions since
the start of the campaign.

A swashbuckling Ajax side had won all six
games in the group stage before twice leading
against Benfica in the first leg in Lisbon only
to have to settle for a 2-2 draw.

Haller, who has 32 goals in total this sea-
son, had scored at both ends in that game and
he had the ball in the net in the seventh minute

here only for the effort to be ruled out
because Dusan Tadic was flagged offside in
the build-up.

Erik ten Hag's prolific side, who are top
of the Dutch Eredivisie, looked at their best
in the first half but could not find a way

through as Steven Berghuis blasted
over on the volley from just

inside the box.
Ryan Gravenberch then

unleashed a superb shot
that was tipped over by
Benfica goalkeeper
Odisseas Vlachodimos,
and they did not look as
threatening in the second
half.

Instead they found
themselves behind for the
first time in the tie as
Nunez struck, and a
Benfica team who lie third
in the Portuguese league,
12 points behind leaders
Porto, held on to join the
cream of Europe's elite in
the last eight.
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Spain's Paula Badosa kept her Indian Wells
WTA title defense on track on Tuesday,

holding off determined Canadian Leylah
Fernandez to reach the quarter-finals in the
California desert.

Badosa, seeded fifth, saved five of the
six break points she faced and kept last year's
US Open runner-up under pressure -- con-
verting three of her 12 break chances. "Today

was very tough," said Badosa, who lifted the
trophy last October in a tournament moved
from its usual March date because of the
coronavirus pandemic.

"Leylah is an amazing player, very fast
and good timing. I knew I had to fight and
serve very well. I think I did that the entire
match."

World number four Iga Swiatek, the
highest-ranked player remaining in the
women's field, rallied from a set down for

a third straight match to book her quarter-
final berth, beating crafty German veteran
Angelique Kerber 4-6, 6-2, 6-3.

Swiatek, the 2020 French Open cham-
pion, is coming off a title in Doha last month,
but the 20-year-old admitted it took her a
while to figure out how to tackle Kerber -
another former Grand Slam champion.

"Truth be told, I wasn't really sure what
my tactics should be, if I should be more
aggressive or play more patient game," she
said. "But at the end I think I made the right
decision in right time, in right moments of
the match."

Swiatek next faces American Madison
Keys, who beat British qualifier Harriet Dart
6-1, 6-4.

Former world number one Simona
Halep of Romania, seeded 24th, swept into
the quarter-finals with a 6-1, 6-4 victory over
26th-seeded compatriot Sorana Cirstea.

Halep, a two-time Grand Slam cham-
pion is in the quarters for the fifth time at
Indian Wells, where she lifted the trophy in
2015.

Halep will play Petra Martic for a place
in the semi-finals. Croatia's Martic beat
Liudmila Samsonova 7-6 (8/6), 6-4.

Sixth-seeded Maria Sakkari of Greece
advanced with a victory over Australian
qualifier Daria Saville, who was trailing 4-
1 when she retired with a left thigh injury.

Sakkari will play Elena Rybakina, who
beat Viktorija Golubic 7-6 (7/5), 6-2.
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Legendary Viswanathan
Anand says it's a proud

moment for Chennai and the
chess fraternity in the country
as the capital city of Tamil
Nadu has been chosen to host
the Chess Olympiad, later this
year.

The 44th Olympiad, which
was supposed to take place in
Moscow, was shifted out of
Russia in the aftermath of its
invasion of neighbouring
Ukraine on February 24.

The prestigious event is
tentatively scheduled to be
held between July 26 and
August 8.

State Chief Minister M K
Stalin himself announced the
news on Twitter late on
Tuesday night after Chennai
was awarded the right to host
the prestigious event for the fist
time ever.

"Thank you sir for making
Chennai all about chess ! A
proud moment for all of Indian
and Chennai chess communi-
ty. Chennai Chess … always
has a nice ring to it. The efforts

of @aicfchess and
@FIDE_chess  in working
together so swiftly is to be com-
mended," Anand wrote, react-
ing Stalin's tweet.

"Delighted that the Chess
Capital of India is set to host
the 44th Chess Olympiad! A
proud moment for Tamil
Nadu! Chennai warmly wel-
comes all the Kings and
Queens from around the
world! #ChessOlympiad2022,"
Stalin wrote.

World chess federation
FIDE tweeted, "Chennai is
home to legendary
@vishy64theking, and it host-
ed the 2013 World
Championship Match, where
Magnus Carlsen was first
crowned World Champion,
defeating Vishy Anand."

The former world champi-
on reacted to that too, writing,
"Like we say Vanakkam
Chennai !!"

Anand had also sent a let-
ter to the FIDE in which he said
that it was a sense of personal
pride to see the country being
a host to one of the top events
in the calendar.
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China will feature in the FIFA U-17
Women's World Cup to be held in

India from October 11 to 30 as it was
named on Wednesday as replacement
of North Korean team which has
pulled out of the age-group showpiece.

The AFC's Women's Football
Committee had on October 14 last
year decided that in the case of with-
drawals from the FIFA competitions,
the next highest ranked team from the

respective qualification events would
represent Asia accordingly.

"The AFC notes the inability of the
DPR Korea Football Association's
national age-group teams to compete
in the FIFA U-17 Women's World Cup
India 2022 and FIFA U-20 Women's
World Cup Costa Rica 2022 respec-
tively,"  the Asian Football
Confederation said on Wednesday.

"China PR, who finished third in
the AFC U-16 Women's
Championship Thailand 2019, will

join Japan and host India as the
AFC's three representatives at the
FIFA U-17 Women's World Cup India
2022 scheduled to take place from
October 11 to 30."

Australia, who finished fourth in
AFC U-19 Women's Championship in
2019, will replace North Korea and
join Japan and South Korea as Asia's
three representatives at the 2022 FIFA
U-20 Women's World Cup in Costa
Rica, which will be held from August
10 to 28.

�� � 5��	�

Novak Djokovic will be allowed to play at the
French Open even if he is not vaccinated

against Covid-19 as long as the coronavirus sit-
uation in France remains stable, organisers said
Wednesday.

Russian tennis players, including top-
ranked Daniil Medvedev, will also be admitted
to play in the tournament but as neutral athletes
because of the war started by their country in
neighboring Ukraine.

Organisers said there is nothing at the
moment preventing Djokovic from defending
his title at the clay-court Grand Slam. France this
week lifted measures requiring the need to wear
face masks in most settings and allowing peo-
ple who aren't vaccinated back into restaurants,
sports arenas and other venues.

"At this stage there is nothing to stop him
returning to the courts," French Open director
Amelie Mauresmo said at a news conference.

Djokovic was deported from Australia in
January after a legal battle over whether he
should be allowed to enter the country, forcing
him to miss the Australian Open. He told the
BBC last month that he was willing to miss
upcoming Grand Slam tournaments as well if
they required him to get vaccinated.

Djokovic has won the French Open twice
and has a total of 20 major titles, one short of
the record held by Rafael Nadal after the

Spaniard won this year's Australian Open.
French tennis federation president Gilles

Moretton said that although Djokovic is now free
to play, French authorities might be forced to
introduce new restrictions if the virus situation
deteriorates before the tournament starts on May
22.

"It is not up to us," Moretton said.
"Today there is a little virus that is going

around. We are quite confident that the lights
are green, but we are all cautious about what has
happened over the last two years."
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All four Grand Slam tennis
tournaments will now use

a 10-point tiebreaker when
matches reach 6-6 in the final
set.

The Grand Slam Board
announced the trial move, tak-
ing effect immediately, on
behalf of the Australian,
French and US Opens and
Wimbledon on Wednesday.

"The Grand Slam Board's
decision is based on a strong
desire to create greater consis-
tency in the rules of the game
at the Grand Slams, and thus
enhance the experience for
the players and fans alike," it
said.

The Australian Open
already uses the 10-point
tiebreaker. The French Open,
which begins May 22, was the
only major to not use a decid-
ing tiebreaker. Wimbledon had
employed a seven-point
tiebreaker from 12-12, and
the US. Open used a seven-
point tiebreaker from 6-6.
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Mumbai City FC will trav-
el to Abu Dhabi for a

two-week training camp as
part of preparations for their
maiden AFC Champions
League campaign.

"Mumbai City FC will
set up base in Al Forsan,
where the first team squad
will  prepare before the
Islanders head to Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia for the group
stage of the 2022 AFC
Champions League, which is
scheduled to begin from
April 8," a media statement
issued by the club said on
Wednesday.

Before being crowned the
ISL champions in the 2020/21
season, Mumbai City FC also
finished at the top of the table
and lifted the League
Winners' Shield, thus becom-
ing only the second Indian
club to secure participation in

Asia's biggest club football
competition.

Drawn in group B in the

west region of the 2022 AFC
Champions League, Mumbai
City FC will face the likes of

Al Jazira (UAE), Al Shabab
(Saudi Arabia), and Air Force
Club (Iraq).

Head coach Des
Buckingham said that the
Islanders now have time to
acclimatize to the conditions.

"After a six-month season
living in a bubble in the ISL,
the players have had a small
break in the past days. We
now turn our attention to
preparing as well as possible
in Abu Dhabi, taking the
positives from the league
campaign and building on
the learnings," said
Buckingham.

"We have a very young
squad here and the experi-
ences gained, combined with
a fresh mindset will help us
focus on our next objective
for our continental campaign
... For what's going to be an
important experience and
historical moment for the
club," the head coach added.
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Borussia Dortmund advisor
Matthias Sammer has spo-

ken openly about the possibili-
ty of Erling Haaland moving to
Manchester City amid reports
Wednesday that a clause in the
striker's contract would have to
be actioned before April 30.

Haaland is contracted to
Dortmund until 2024, but
German daily Bild claimed
Wednesday that Haaland could
leave for 75 million euros ($82
million) at the end of this sea-
son if the Norwegian triggers the
release clause.

Sammer, a former player
and coach at Dortmund, plays
a key role in the club's hierarchy.
Speaking as a TV pundit for
Amazon Prime on Tuesday, he
said Haaland would thrive under
City's Spanish coach Pep
Guardiola. "They will both ben-
efit from each other, because Pep
of course has certain ideas,
which I was allowed to experi-
ence for three years," said
Sammer, who has advised
Dortmund since 2018.
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Midfielder Moirangthem
Rabichandra Singh is

expected to make his senior debut
after being included in the 22-
member Indian men's hockey
squad for the double-leg FIH Pro
League tie against Argentina even
as striker Gurjant Singh has also
returned to the set-up from a brief
injury lay-off.

The match against the world
number six side will be played on
March 19 and 20 at at the Kalinga
Stadium in Bubhaneswar.

Rabichandra, who was part of
the Indian junior men's squad at
the FIH Junior World Cup, will be
the lone new face in the squad
announced by Hockey India on
Wednesday.

In a few changes in the main
squad, goalkeeper Krishan
Bahadur Pathak has replaced
Suraj Karkera while Amit Rohidas
and Jugraj Singh have replaced
Mandeep Mor and Dipsan Tirkey
in the backline.
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Gurjant returns
for Argentina tie
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All Grand Slams 
to use 10-point
tiebreaker in final set
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An inconsistent India paid the
price for a shoddy batting
effort but England infused new

life into their title defence with a four-
wicket win in a league-stage game of
the ICC Women's World Cup, here on
Wednesday.

Inconsistency returned to haunt
Indian batters as they were bundled
out for 134 by England, who chased
down the target in 31.2 overs to record

their first win in the tournament after
a hat-trick of defeats.

India got some runs on the board,
thanks to previous game's centurion
Smriti Mandhana, who top-scored for
the side with a 35-run knock while
wicketkeeper batter Richa Ghosh
made 33. With wickets falling inter-
mittently, England bowled out India
in 36.2 overs.

England also made a stuttering
start to their chase as they lost both
their openers -- Danni Wyatt (1) and

Tammy Beaumont (1) -- cheaply
with the scoreboard reading four for
two in the third over.

Wyatt was first to depart in the
second over, courtesy a sensational
diving catch by Sneh Rana off medi-
um pacer Meghna Singh (3/26).

Veteran Jhulan Goswami, the
highest wicket-taker in the history of
the tournament, then trapped
Beaumont in the second over after
India went for the review. It was 250th
wicket for the pacer in ODIs.

England skipper Heather Knight
(53 not out) and Nat Sciver (45 off 46)
then steadied England innings, play-
ing cautiously to reach 34 for 2 in 10
overs. While Knight played a cap-
tain's knock by anchoring the chase,
Sciver took the attack to the Indian
bowlers, hitting as many as eight
boundaries during her entertaining
knock, in which she pulled off some
pull shots.

With just 135 required for a win,
what England needed was a decent

partnership after the early blows and
Knight and Sciver provided that by
sharing 65 runs for the third wicket.

Sciver's innings was cut short by
Pooja Vastrakar. It was a soft dismissal
and against the run of play as Sciver
spooned a length ball to Goswami
while looking to work the ball on the
on-side.

Amy Jones (10) then stitched a 33-
run stand for the next wicket with
Knight before the former fell to a stun-
ning backward running catch by
India vice-captain Harmanpreet Kaur
at mid-on off Rajeshwari Gayakwad's
bowling. By then it was all over for
India by then as England needed just
32 more runs.

The Indians picked up two more
wickets in the 30th over before
England completed the formality.

Meghna dismissed Sophia
Dunkley (17) and Katherine Brunt (0)
within a span of three balls in identi-
cal fashion -- caught behind by wick-
etkeeper Richa Ghosh.

Earlier, in sharp contrast to India's
performance against the West Indies
in their last match when they rode on
centuries from Mandhana and
Harmanpreet Kaur to post 317 for 8,
their highest total in the history of the
showpiece event.

Charlie Dean (4/23) was the pick
of the bowlers for England while Anya
Shrubsole also chipped in with two
wickets as the Indians failed to build
partnerships.

Despite defeat India kept their
third place in the eight-team stand-
ings. They have four points from two
wins and as many losses. England have
moved to sixth from seventh with two
points from four matches. 
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Fresh from his maiden Test
five-wicket haul at home,

Indian pace spearhead Jasprit
Bumrah jumped six spots to
fourth but struggling star batter
Virat Kohli slipped to ninth in the
latest ICC rankings released on
Wednesday.

Bumrah, who returned with
eight wickets in the Day/Night
second Test against Sri Lanka in
Bengaluru, climbed past Shaheen
Afridi, Kyle Jamieson, Tim
Southee, James Anderson, Neil
Wagner and Josh Hazlewood in
the Test rankings for bowlers.

Former captain Kohli, who
continued his struggle with the
bat and could not convert his
starts, dropped four places, but
managed to remain inside the
top-10 just ahead of Rishabh
Pant who remained static at 10th.

Kohli scored 45 in the open-
ing Test in Mohali, while in the

second Test he had scores of 23
and 13. India skipper Rohit
Sharma, however, held on to his
sixth position to be the best-
placed Indian in the batting charts.

The in-form Shreyas Iyer was
rewarded for his match-winning
92 and 67 against Sri Lanka as he
took a giant leap, advancing 40
spots to be on 37th position in the
batting chart.

Sri Lanka Test captain Dimuth
Karunaratne jumped up to a
career best No 3 after his fighting
107 in the second innings in
Bangalore. In the all-rounders'
table, Ravindra Jadeaja was dis-
placed from the No 1 position as
West Indies '  Jason Holder
reclaimed the top spot.

In the bowlers' ranking,
Mohammed Shami climbed up a
spot to displace fellow country-
man Ravindra Jadeja to 17th. Pat
Cummins, Ashwin and Kagiso
Rabada have retained the top
three spots among the bowlers.
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Excited to share the dressing
room with Ravichandran

Ashwin, young Rajasthan Royals
all-rounder Riyan Parag said he
wants to "pick the brains" of the
ace Indian off-spinner in the
upcoming IPL.

Ashwin has been one of the
star additions to RR's squad as
he was bought by the inaugur-
al IPL champions for �5 crore
after an aggressive bidding war
with Delhi Captials.

Playing his fourth season for
the Royals, the 20-year-old Parag
said he is eagerly looking for-
ward to work with Ashwin.

"That will definitely be
Ashwin... If not the best ever, he's
like one of the best off-spinners

going around in the world," said
Parag, a spin bowling all-
rounder said.

"I'll definitely try to carry a
red ball with me in the tourna-
ment so that I can get a few tips.

"But even with the white
ball, I think if I can pick his
brains on the varieties and all the
mysteries. I think my white-ball
bowling is going to be much bet-
ter after the season," he added.

The all-rounder from
Guwahati already has 30 IPL
matches under his belt, and is
ready to make the most of his
fourth season in the league.

"I started my IPL journey at
the Royals, and I'm delighted
that I was bought back. I know
there were four teams involved
in the bidding and it was nice to
see that because that means I've
been doing something right,"

said Parag, who was bought back
By RR for �3.80 crore.

"I think a lot of people will
tell you this, the role that I play
is the toughest one in T20 crick-
et, batting at 6 or 7, finishing off
games. "I know I haven't pro-
duced as many performances as
I would have liked, but I think
now I understand myself much
better as a player and understand
what my strengths are. 
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Injury-ravaged India all-rounder Hardik
Pandya has got the all clear to lead Gujarat

Titans in the upcoming IPL after a general
assessment at the National Cricket Academy
(NCA) in Bengaluru where he bowled and also
passed the 'Yo-Yo' Test comfortably.

The BCCI is checking on all its centrally
contracted players -- injured or otherwise --
before the IPL and Pandya's performance, dur-
ing his two days at the NCA, can also
be seen as a good sign for Indian
cricket.

"Let's make it clear. Fitness test
clearance is only for those who are
coming back from injury. In case of
Hardik, it was about getting a gen-
eral fitness assessment going into the
gruelling IPL season," a BCCI
source said. 

"He is an asset and
one needed to check
his current fitness
standards," he
added.

In fact, in his
fitness assessment
module, the NCA
team didn't even
mandate him to
bowl but the all-
rounder appar-
ently "insisted"
on it to show that
he is on track to
make a comeback into
the Indian team.

"He didn't need to
bowl at NCA but he has
bowled for considerable
time and in the range of
135 kmph. On the sec-
ond day, he crossed the
Yo-Yo test with flying

colours with a 17-plus score which is much
above the cut-off level," the source said.

SHAW FAILS 'YO-YO' TEST
However, as per information received one

player, who would be slightly disappointed with
his current fitness status is out-of-favour open-
er Prithvi Shaw.

The former U-19 World Cup winning cap-
tain, who is not a part of the central contract was
also at the NCA to provide an update on his fit-
ness status and the result wasn't exactly satis-

factory.
The current Yo-Yo test qualification score

is 16.5 for men and it has been learnt that the
Mumbai opener has scored less than 15.

"These are just fitness updates. Obviously,
it doesn't stop Prithvi from playing for Delhi

Capitals in IPL. It's just a fitness parameter and
not the be all and end all," the source said.

"Look, he has played three Ranji
matches back-to-back. Once you

play three first-class games on the
bounce, the fatigue can also affect
your Yo-Yo score," he added.

PANT, AXAR JOIN DC
Skipper Rishabh Pant and

all-rounder Axar Patel were
among Delhi Capitals players
who have joined the squad
here ahead of the upcoming
IPL season beginning on
March 26.

"Pant, Axar Patel, KS
Bharat, Prithvi Shaw, Shardul

Thakur and Kuldeep Yadav
assembled at the team hotel in

Mumbai," a media statement issued by
the franchise stated.

It said batter Prithvi Shaw, all-
rounder Shardul Thakur and left-arm
spinner Kuldeep Yadav "will undergo
a mandatory 3-day quarantine before
stepping out of their rooms."

���■ ������	

Pakistan captain Babar Azam hit
a career-best 196 before the

tailenders hung in to escape with a
draw in the second Test against
Australia on Wednesday.

Veteran off-spinner Nathan
Lyon grabbed three late wickets to
finish with 4-112 but Pakistan vice
captain Mohammad Rizwan thwart-
ed Australia with an unbeaten 104
off 177 balls to guide Pakistan to
443-7 in a sensational last hour on
the final day.

No 9 batter Nauman Ali suc-
cessfully defended 18 balls without
scoring and saw off the last eight
overs with Rizwan after Pakistan
had slipped to 414-7.

With 13 overs left in the game,
Lyon made inroads into Pakistan's
lower order when Babar gloved a
catch close to the wicket after defy-
ing Australia with his knock off 425
balls over 10 hours.

Left-hander allrounder Faheem
Ashraf edged a low catch in the slip
off Lyon's next delivery and Sajid
Khan also offered a tame catch to
Smith before Rizwan and Nauman
batted patiently.

Debutant legspinner Mitchell
Swepson (0-156) had provided
Australia with another chance with
19 balls left in the game, but Usman
Khawaja dropped a low catch off
Rizwan at short extra cover.

Rizwan raised his deserved
century by hitting Lyon for two
boundaries on either side of the
wicket in the penultimate over
before running a single to reach the
three-figure mark.

Babar's marathon effort, during
which he hit 21 fours and a straight
six, was the highest ever by any cap-
tain in the fourth innings of a test
match and surpassed Michael
Atherton's 185 not out against
South Africa in Johannesburg in
1995.  Babar shared two solid
stands on the last day, adding 228
runs with Abdullah Shafique (96)
and then, after losing Fawad Alam
in the second session, batting with
Rizwan to add further 115 runs.

It was a remarkable escape by
Pakistan at the fortress of its Test
venues - the National Stadium -
when it was out for 148 in the first
innings on the third day against the
reverse swing of Mitchell Starc and
conceded a massive 408-run lead.
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Jharkhand sealed their Ranji
Trophy quarterfinal berth

here on Wednesday but not
before making a mockery of
their knock-out fixture against
minnows Nagaland.

In pursuit of giving their
young batters some "practice"
for the quarterfinal which is
slated about three months from
now, the Saurabh Tiwary-led
side ended up scoring a match
aggregate of 1297 runs.

Jharkhand, who had batted
first in the match, had already
sealed their last-eight berth
after taking a massive 591-run
first innings lead but did not
enforce a follow-on against the
northeastern side, who were all
out for 289 in their first
innings. Resuming the fifth and
final day on 132/2 in their sec-
ond innings, with an overall
lead of 723 runs, Jharkhand

called off the proceedings
much to the delight of
Nagaland bowlers midway into
the second session. Just when
their first innings double-cen-
turion Kumar Kushagra got out
for 89 (104 balls; 9x4, 3x6) in
the third ball of the 91st over,
both the teams shook hands.

Jharkhand made 417/6 in

their second essay, an overall
lead of 1008 -- the highest in
the history of First-Class crick-
et. The match witnessed three
centuries and one double ton
from Jharkhand batters and on
the final day, overnight batter
Anukul Roy followed up his
first innings 59 with a brisk 159
(164b; 14x4, 7x6). 
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India captain Mithali Raj
and senior pacer Jhulan

Goswami on Wednesday said
top-order batters haven't been
performing to the level that is
expected of them but
expressed hope that they
would make amends soon in
the ongoing ICC Women's
World Cup. "We definitely
didn't have partnership at
the top of order, despite get-
ting what we wanted after los-
ing the toss. The thought of
putting 200+, the match could
have gone either ways," Raj
said after the loss that came
just after a massive win over
the West Indies in the previ-
ous match in which Smriti
Mandhana and Harmanpreet
Kaur scored hundreds.

"Every game as a fielding

unit we are doing well and we
hope to continue to do that.
Batting is a concern but we'll
try to address that in the next
match, we are playing a team
that hasn't lost to anyone," she
added about the clash against
mighty Australia next.

The view was echoed by
Goswami in the post-math
press conference.

"Honestly speaking, at
this moment, yes our top
order, the way we are think-
ing, they haven't fired but I am
sure you will have to be pos-
itive about that, because they
have done really well in the
past," she said.

"...The way we have been
thinking, they have not bat-
ted, but I am very much
hopeful they are going to
come back hard in the next
game," Goswami added.
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India's U-19 World Cup-
winning captain Yash

Dhull is excited at the
prospect of interacting with
Delhi Capitals head coach
and former Australian cap-
tain Ricky Ponting in the
upcoming IPL season, saying
it would be a "big achieve-
ment" for him.

"This is my first time in
the IPL and I am giving my
100 percent in everything
that I am doing," Dhull, who
was picked by Delhi Capitals
for the upcoming IPL season,
said.

"I am looking forward to
interacting with Rishabh
bhaiyya (Pant) and David
Warner. I am also very excit-
ed to meet Ricky Ponting. He
has been a great player and

a great human being. It will
be a big achievement for me
to interact with him," the 19-
year-old Dhull said.

Meanwhile, Vicky
Ostwal and Ashwin Hebbar
made their first foray into the
training camp of an IPL
franchise in Mumbai.

Maharashtra's left-arm
spinner Ostwal said he was
keen to get tips from senior
pro and India all-rounder
Axar Patel.
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