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Yogi Adityanath was sworn
in as 41st Chief Minister of

Uttar Pradesh in a grand func-
tion at the Atal Bihari Vajpayee
Ekana International Cricket
Stadium in Lucknow on Friday
along with two Deputy Chief
Ministers and 50 other
Ministers.

The Yogi 2.0 Cabinet has a
mix of youth and experience as
the Chief Minister has given
chance to many newcomers
and first time MLAs. He
dropped as many as 24
Ministers and retained only 22
Ministers from his first term as
CM. 12 Ministers could not
win the Assembly polls.

Governor Anandiben Patel
administered the oath of office
and secrecy to Yogi and his
council of Ministers in the
presence of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah, national
BJP president JP Nadda, and
Union Defence Minister and
local MP Rajnath Singh. 

A number of Union
Ministers and Chief Ministers
of BJP-ruled States attended the
function at Ekana Stadium,
which was chock-a-block with
people.

While Cabinet Ministers
took oath separately, the
Minister of State (Independent
charge) took the oath in a
group of two and the Ministers
of State in a group of four.

Yogi replicated the tem-
plate of his 1.0 Government of
having two Deputy Chief
Ministers. He reposed faith in
Keshav Prasad Maurya despite
his losing the election and
appointed him Deputy CM.

Instead of Dr Dinesh Sharma,
Yogi appointed Brijesh Pathak
as Deputy CM, thus projecting
him a Brahmin face of the BJP.

Two Deputy CMs —
Maurya and Pathak — 16
Cabinet Ministers, 14 Minister
of State (Independent charge),
and 20 Ministers of State took
the oath of office and secrecy.

Prominent among those
dropped in the second term of
the Yogi Government include
Jal Shakti Minister Dr
Mahendra Singh, Health
Minister Jai Pratap Singh,
MSME Minister Sidharth Nath
Singh, Urban Development
Minister Ashutosh Tandon
Excise Minister Ram Naresh
Agnihotri, Deputy Chief
Minister Dinesh Sharma,

Industry Minister Satish
Mahana, Power Minister
Shrikant Sharma, Minority
Welfare Minister Moshin Raza,
Tourism and Religious Affairs
Minister Neelkanth Tiwari,
Agriculture Export Minister
Sriram Chauhan, Transport

Minister Ashok Kataria, Social
Welfare Minister Ramapati
Shastri, and MoS Medical and
Health Atul Garg.

Danish Azad Ansari, a new
Muslim face,  replaced Mohsin
Raza as a Minister.

Continued on Page 2
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India on Friday said situation
is “not normal” at the border

in eastern Ladakh and talks
with China to ease tension are
moving at “a slower pace than
desirable.” The disengagement
of troops from both sides is a
must for de-escalation and
continuing dialogue is “work in
progress,” it said.

India raised these con-
cerns during the three-hour
long meeting between External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
and his Chinese counterpart
Wang Yi.  It was the first visit
by a Chinese Minister to New
Delhi since trouble erupted at
the Line of Actual Control
(LAC) in Ladakh nearly two
years ago. At present, more
than 50,000 troops each from
both the sides are facing each
other at some friction points at
the LAC leading to heightened
tension.  

Wang’s visit signaled a pos-
sible thaw in the stalemate.
Asked if any timeline was
agreed upon for disengage-
ment and de-escalation along
the LAC, Jaishankar said,
“There was no timeline... A

parallel but a separate discus-
sion took place in regard to
sorting out the situation in bor-
der areas.” Giving details of his
delegation-level talks with the
Chinese Minister, Jaishankar
told the media the current sit-
uation between India and
China on the eastern Ladakh
issue is “a work in progress” but
moving at a “slower pace than
desirable.” 

He said talks with his
Chinese counterpart were held
in a candid and open manner
and the agenda was broad and
substantive. 

Stressing that tension at the
LAC led to disturbance in the
region, Jaishankar said restora-

tion of normal bilateral ties will
require normalcy there. He
said there should not be any
effort to change the status quo.

He said 15 rounds of talks
were held between the Corps
Commanders of the two
Armies since April 2020 lead-
ing to some progress at sever-
al friction points. 

Though he did not elabo-
rate, the Minister was obviously
referring to disengagement of
troops from the north and
south banks of the Pangong Tso
(lake) in Ladakh in February
last year followed by with-
drawal of troops from some
points in Gogra.

Continued on Page 2
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India on Friday raised the
issue of terrorism emanating

from Pakistan and disapproved
Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi’s recent comments
on Kashmir, which he made in
a meeting of Foreign Ministers
of the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC) held two
days back in Islamabad.

External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar said he raised
India’s objections to Wang’s
comments on Kashmir.  The
Chinese Minister had made a
reference to Kashmir in his
opening speech at the OIC in
Pakistan, saying: “On Kashmir,
we have heard again today the
calls of many of our Islamic
friends. And China shares the
same hope.” 

Jaishankar said he had
referred to the comments and
had conveyed why India found
them objectionable. “I con-
veyed that we hope China will
not allow its policies with
respect to India to be influ-
enced by other countries.” 

Also, he said there was no
discussion on Quad meet with
the Chinese Foreign Minister.  

Continued on Page 2

����,������+-���

���)	�(
�.
����
����!
���/&�

�����	��
�������� �������

Refusing to place faith in the
Special Investigation Team

created by West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee, the
Calcutta High Court on Friday
ordered CBI investigation into
the Rampurhat arson and mass
murder case directing the SIT
to stop investigation and trans-
fer forthwith the case to the
Central agency.

A Division Bench of Chief
Justice Prakash Shrivastava and
Justice Rajarshi Bharadwaj
directed the CBI to submit a
preliminary report before the
court by April 7.

Pulling up the SIT for fail-
ing to make any significant
progress in the investigation,
the court directed the CBI to
take charge of the case without
delay. 

The judges observed, “The
case diary of the incident has
been produced before us. We
have minutely examined it.

Continued on Page 2

New Delhi: Real estate devel-
oper Supertech on Friday was
declared bankrupt by the
National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT), a move that
could have a bearing on 25,000
homebuyers of the firm’s ongo-
ing projects in the Delhi and
NCR region.

Acting on a petition filed
by the Union Bank of India for
non-payment of around `432
crore worth dues, the bank-
ruptcy court ordered the initi-
ation of insolvency proceedings
against real estate firm
Supertech Ltd, one of the com-
panies of Supertech group.
The NCLT said “there has
been a default in payment of
the financial debt” and appoint-
ed Hitesh Goyal as the Interim
Resolution Professional (IRP)
superseding the board of
Supertech Ltd.

A two-member NCLT
bench comprising P S N Prasad

and Rahul Bhatnagar said the
documents submitted by the
financial creditor Union Bank
of India as well as the corporate
debtor Supertech had “sub-
stantiated” the former’s claim
that there was a debt on which
the builder had defaulted.

“In light of the above dis-
cussion, after giving careful
consideration to the entire
matter, hearing arguments of
the parties and upon the appre-
ciation of the documents
placed on record to substanti-
ate the claim, this tribunal
admits this petition and initi-
ates CIRP on the corporate
debtor with immediate effect,”
the NCLT said. CIRP refers to
Corporate Insolvency
Resolution Process (CIRP).
Supertech Ltd has 38,041 cus-
tomers and out of them, homes
have been delivered to 27,111
people. 

Continued on Page 2
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With an eye to consolidate
its base among the OBCs

and Dalits, Yogi Adityanath has
given major representation to
the two social groups in his
Cabinet.

The 53-member council
of Ministers includes 21
Ministers from the upper caste,
21 OBCs, 8 SCs, 1 Sikh, one ST,
and one Muslim. The OBCs
include 4 Kurmi, 1 Yadav, 2
Nishad, 1 Maurya, 1 Saini, 3 Jat,
one from Rajbhar community,
one from Kashyap communi-
ty, and three others.

The thrust of the Cabinet
formation was on consolidating
Brahmins, Other Backward
Classes, and Dalit communities
— a section of whom had
shown signs of unease against
the Yogi Government. There is

only one  Rajput Minister
Jaiveer Singh in the 
Cabinet.

Keshav Prasad Maurya, a
prominent face of OBCs, has
again been inducted as Deputy
Chief Minister despite losing
the Assembly election from
Sirathu. 

Swtantradev Singh, State
BJP president and senior leader
from the dominant Kurmi
community, has been made a
Cabinet Minister.  

Dharmpal Singh from the
dominant OBCs Lodha com-
munity too has found a place
in the Cabinet. He was a
Cabinet Minister in the previ-
ous Yogi Government also. He
was dropped from the Cabinet
during the reshuffle.

Rakesh Sachan, former Lok
Sabha member from the
Samajwadi Party and now BJP
MLA from Bhognipur (Kanpur
dehat), has been included in the
Cabinet.

Baby Rani Maurya from
the Jatav Dalit community too
has found a place in the Yogi
Cabinet. She was earlier
Governor of Uttarakhand and
Mayor of Agra. 

Continued on Page 2

KYIV: Ukrainian authorities in
the besieged ruins of Mariupol
said Friday that about 300
people died when a Russian
airstrike blew up a theatre
where hundreds of civilians
were sheltering — a cata-
strophic loss of civilian life  that,
if confirmed, is likely to further
crank up pressure on Western
nations to step up military aid.

In a vain attempt to protect
those inside the grand,
columned theatre from missile
and airstrikes that Russia has
rained down on cities, an enor-
mous inscription reading
“CHILDREN” in Russian was
posted outside the building
and was visible from the air. 

For days, the Government
in the battered port city was
unable to give a casualty count
for the March 16 attack. The

post on its Telegram channel
Friday cited eyewitnesses. It
was not immediately clear
whether emergency workers
had finished excavating the
theatre ruins or how witness-
es arrived at the horrific figure
of lives lost. 

Still, the emerging picture
of gruesome casualties could
refocus attention on the refusal
thus far of countries from the
NATO alliance to supply war-
planes or fly patrols over
Ukraine’s airspace. 

Soon after the attack,
Ludmyla Denisova, the
Ukrainian Parliament’s human
rights commissioner, said more
than 1,300 people had been
inside, many whose homes
were destroyed in Russia’s siege
of the city. 

Continued on Page 2

011�!�������	�2�

�	

���!���	�.��3��������

���������������
����
��������	�����������
����������
���
�������
�����
��
������
�  �!��
���"��"
!���
��"�#� ����"
��
��� �
$��
�����
%� �&�
���'�&�
(%�)*
���%�
���
�����
+�� !��
%����&����
���&�
���'�&�"
���'�"����  �
�"
�����
���$����&�"
��
���
&�'� 
"��'�&�"
���
�",��
����
��
"�#���
��� �&�����
$���"
��
���"
��-���
��
���
�%��
#�
���� 
./

�
����������������
	
���� �����!�
"�
	���
���������!����
���
���� 
���#��
�$
����&��� 
!���"
��
�� ��
�����"��
��
#�
��'�"��*
�0����"
��
������
"���
���
&�'�&
��  "
����
�"
���
 �,� �
��
��,�
� �&�
#�$���
$�'�
��
"�0
�����"
$���
��!/

��� ��
����������
	�

������������������
����������
���
�������
�����
��
������
�0���""��
"�����"�
�$���
��
!�"
��$�����
����
#���&��"
!���
#���-
"���
#�
�
���'���
$���
$��
�'�&����
�$
���������"
�&&�����
#�
-�'�������
�$$�&�� "
 �'��-
��
��1��
���-�
%��,
����
����
2��,��
����/

�!"�#�$

�����������
���
������
������
�
����������
�� �
�!�������	�"�#�

�����451�
��
��
��
�6����	
������

3������ �%������ $�&�#��,/&��4��� ��������$����%��
��	& ��"��-���/&��4��� ��������4

����
���� �#�$%& ''(� 56
7���
���&���-�
	0���
�$
��� �&�# �

%�# �"���
����


�	��

������� 8��%��

8��8��	���+

+����
+�%�+ �����9�+�

�	�+���� �:�	+�8��
;<�:����


')*+��'��,�-.�/
���������	
������������������ �����������������	������������� !���"#$���

�
���
��������	���� �	���&���&0&&1����
��-&��%

��'(��)
�%	��+�2
������
����*
=9

������
8:
:	�+
	���
9�;�

��
*�+,-��

>����
�����
8����
2���+:
�
����2���?

�./'/�'�0
���
8<%
+	��+9	
��
%+�9+�22	�@

���������	�
�����
�

������	�


���������
����
���
����



�������������������� ����� ��!"#�!$!2 ��
���%�

��������	
�
�	�������
	���
	���	�������	���	�

�	���
�	��	�����	
�����	��	����������	����	�����������	��	�
���	����	��	��
	���������	���	���
���������	����	 �����������	���
�	��	����	�����������	��	�
�
�	���	�
�
�
��
	���	����	���	�
	���
�	��	������	��������	��	��	�������	��	��	��	��	��
	����
���	
�������	�������
���	���	�����
��	���	�
��
��	���	��	���	��
	��	�
�����������	���	��
�����
	��	����	��	��	�
�����	�	�������
�	��	����	�����������	��	���	���	��
	�
����	��	��	������	���
�	��	��
	�����	��	����	�����	���	������
�	��
	����
��	��	��
	
�������
	������������	��	����
�
��	�����	���	������	��	�
���� 
�	�
���	����	!
��
��	��
	�����
�	���	�
"�
��
�	��	�
���	���	�

�	����������
	�����
	��	������	��
��
��
�	�����	��
	�
�����	��	��	����	��	���
����
�
��	�
���

�
��������	��	��	����
���	�������
�	��	����	�
�����
��	#�
	�����
��	�������
��	
�����	���	��	
����

	��	��
	$���

�	%����&�	����	���	�
	�
��	�
��������
	���	��	����	��	�����	���
	�	��
	���
����
��	��	��
	��������	'	�
����
�	���	�����	���	�
	���
	�
��������
	���	��	����	��	�����	����
"�
��
�	���	�����
�	�������(�
���
�	�����
�	��	����	���
����
�
����

�������	
��	��������	�	�
�����
	���
�	���	
��	��	��
��	��	����	��������	�����	���	��	������	 ��
	��
!
�� �
�
���	"�
�	#
�
�	�
�$�	��!	%����&''(	(()� �����*	(''&+(''(+,,�	��������
����	-�����*	.&/'�	"�����	��	�-0%1�	 
��
�	����	�
$
�&)('/('�	2���	�����*	(')(&+3453((	6	+3455((

��	�������	
�	7
$�
�	��
8
��
�	����	%&)'(�	)''	"�����&�/�	����
	92���:�	;<�����=�	;�����*	�
=��	2�
���
��	10>	"2>�?1> ;	��	� )�((	;
��*	�
�����
�	�����*	���	@���*	���
�	6	1����

�	"����*	�
�$
����	6	�����
��		�����
�	*	��
A��
���	���8��!	-�����*	+��	.�����	"
�
�
	"������$	�������	.
�B

�
>�
��	���8��!&))�	('��	C���������*	(,))&)/+�++/�	)/+�+++�	)/+�++,�

��� � �	�
�	��

Khadi made an emphatic presence in
the global fashion arena with an

exclusive presentation at the ongoing
Lakme Fashion Week 2022 in New
Delhi on Thursday. Bollywood actor
Kangana Ranaut walked the ramp as the
showstopper for Khadi India. She was
flanked by six internationally acclaimed
designers — Mossi Traoré, Abhishek
Gupta Benaras, Anaivila, Anju Modi,
Charu Parashar and Rina Dhaka.

This is for the first time that an
international designer, Mossi Traoré
from Paris, participated in a Khadi fash-
ion show. Mossi stole the show with
architectural silhouettes in his designs.

This is for the second time that
Khadi has taken part in the  Lakme
Fashion Week. The Khadi India show
was curated by Fashion Design Council
of India (FDCI). Minister of State for
MSME, Bhanu Pratap Singh Verma,
Chairman KVICi Vinai Kumar Saxena,
and Secretary MSME  Swain were pre-

sent on the occasion.
Kangana Ranaut caught the eyeballs

with her scintillating appearance on the
ramp in an off-white Khadi Jamdani
Saree, a heritage craft of West Bengal.
She made a strong pitch for promoting
Khadi as the most sustainable clothing
and urged the youngsters to buy
“Swadeshi Only” products.

“It was a pleasure to be back on the
ramp and for something so special like
Khadi. The whole world is now talking
about Indian fabrics, particularly Khadi
which is organic, skin-friendly and envi-
ronment friendly. Indian fabrics have

existed for thousands of years. When we
buy Khadi, we not only help restore our
heritage crafts but also create a liveli-
hood for many in the country.
Whenever you buy something, ensure
it is made in India. Khadi should be our
identity,” Kangana said.

Saxena termed Khadi as the most
sustainable and simple but trendy
clothing. “Khadi is the only product in
modern history that has stood the test
of time as a tool of sustainable devel-
opment. Khadi is the fabric of the nation
and it has the potential to bring about
a sea change in the lives of millions,” he
said.

The Khadi India collection cele-
brated the Indian savoir-faire with its
characteristic colors and silhouette and
aesthetics. The designers used natural
whites and black as well as vibrant color
schemes. 

The entire collection, with a con-
temporary approach, sought to present
timeless Khadi clothing with a new
trendy twist.
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In order to save lives on Delhi’s
roads, Delhi Traffic Police and

Delhi Transport Department in
association with Save Life
Foundation and HDFC ERGO
General Insurance Company
launched ‘Tactical Urbanism’ trials
at Burari Chowk and Gandhi Vihar
black spots in north Delhi area to
improve road safety in the city. The
two sites witnessed 18 and 10
road crash deaths respectively
between 2018 and 2020.

Tactical Urbanism (TU) trials
are temporary, quick and relative-
ly low-cost interventions, which test
out urban design, transportation
planning and infrastructural
changes for improving road safety
for all road users, especially the
most vulnerable, like pedestrians,

cyclists and other non-motorised
transport users. Once the inter-
ventions are proven, the relevant
Government agencies are expect-
ed to make them permanent.

As part of the Zero Fatality
Corridor (ZFC) Project, SaveLIFE
Foundation is testing temporary
urban design interventions to
improve safety for pedestrians,
cyclists, and other road users. The
trials include road space redistrib-
ution to ensure modal equity, road
geometrics modification, traffic
channelisation, vehicular speed
reduction, and the addition of
pedestrian and cyclist safety infra-
structure.

Speaking about the need to
support such interventions, Mr.
Jasmine Shah, Vice Chairperson of
the Dialogue and Development
Commission, said, “Innovation is

the key to public problem solving.
The Tactical Urbanism trials under-
way in collaboration between SLF
and various Government Agencies
are increasingly proving that such
low cost solutions should be repli-
cated, in Delhi and beyond, to save
lives. The Delhi Government’s
vision is to make Delhi’s streets the
safest in the country.”

While inaugurating the trials,.
Ashish Kundra, Commissioner of
Transport, GNCTD said, “The
Delhi Government is committed to
creating safe mobility solutions,
which prevent road injuries and
fatalities. We have been collabo-
rating with SaveLIFE in this regard
for the past four years. Such ini-
tiatives and projects which redesign
high-fatality spots in the city will
help in instilling a sense of road
safety for all users.”
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In order to check the progress of
various educational activities in

the schools, the Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia who
also holds the education portfo-
lio on Friday paid a surprise visit
to Government Girls Sr Sec
School (GGSSS), Kirti Nagar and
Government Co-Ed School I-
Block Karmpura in the national
Capital. During the inspection in
GGSSS, Kirti Nagar, Sisodia
found that all mindset curricu-
lums are being implemented bril-
liantly by the school and appre-
ciated the efforts of the school
management.

“The school has developed
three corridors using the school
resources in a very unique way.
The school has created an
Entrepreneurship Mindset
Curriculum (EMC) corridor to
inculcate the understanding of
this curriculum among children,
while the aim of the Happiness
Corridor is to make the children
learn to be happy through vari-

ous activities. The school has con-
structed the Deshbhakti Corridor
to inculcate the feeling of patri-
otism in the children and to
express their gratitude towards
the martyrs. Children in the
school have also created a
'Gratitude Wall' to express their
gratitude towards each other,”
Sisodia said.

Meanwhile in the
Government Co-Ed School I-
Block, Karampura, it was found
that even though the new build-
ing is ready in the school, children
are still being taught in the old
building. Taking immediate cog-
nisance, the deputy CM ordered
the officers to issue show cause
notices against the head of the
school.

Sisodia said that there are
such great facilities in the school,
yet children are not able to take
advantage of it, this is a serious
case of laxity. He instructed the
officials that the students should
be shifted to the newly con-
structed classrooms at the earli-
est.

New Delhi: The Supreme Court on
Friday refused to interfere with the
Delhi High Court order directing
removal of encroachments and unau-
thorised occupants and shopkeepers,
who do not have any valid legal rights
to occupy the shops, in Kalkaji
Temple in South Delhi here.

A bench of Justices D Y
Chandrachud and Surya Kant said,
“We are not inclined to entertain the
plea. We grant liberty to the peti-
tioners to move the administrator
appointed by the High Court with
their grievances and the administra-
tor will place the report before the
High Court for suitable directions”.

The bench said, “In some mat-
ters, we need to trust our High
Courts. We all have been judges of the
High Court. We are not here as an
appellate forum in every matter. The
dignity of the deity must be pre-
served”.

At the outset, the bench told
senior advocate P N Mishra, appear-
ing for the petitioners, that they
should have cooperated with the
drive.

“We have seen the judgement of

the High Court. The reason that the
High Court has considered is the fact
that Navaratri is starting and you are
only interested in making money,” the
bench said.

Mishra submitted that his clients
are not interested in the money but
the land which belongs to them and
they have been there for years.

The bench said that those dis-
placed will be rehabilitated.

Mishra pointed to the report filed
by the Sub-Divisional Magistrate
(SDM) which said that the land
belonged to the Pujaris (priests) and
not to the deity.

“When the court had enter-
tained the petition in 2013, these
Pujaris came forward with the claim
of their land. A direction was issued
to the SDM to ascertain the actual
owner of the land. The SDM filed the
affidavit which said that it is a private
land belonging to the Pujaris and not
of deity. It is not government land but
private land”, he said.

Mishra said that demolition is
taking place of Jhuggis which are
unauthorised constructions but there
are Dharamshalas which are 200

years old and these Pujaris are stay-
ing there with their families for
years.The bench said, “You can very
well approach the administrator
appointed by the High Court with
your grievances or you can approach
the High Court''.

Justice Surya Kant said that there
are no directions as such to evict the
Pujaris and the order only deals with
unauthorised constructions.

Justice Chandrachud said that the
urgency in the matter is Navratra fes-
tival and moreover the High Court
is seized of the matter.

On September 27, last year, the
High Court had directed removal of
encroachments and unauthorised
occupants and shopkeepers, who do
not have any valid legal rights to
occupy the shops, in Kalkaji Temple
in South Delhi and said the action be
taken within five days keeping in view
the forthcoming Navratrai festival.

The high court had said it is
essential for a temple, where thou-
sands of devotees visit for conduct-
ing puja every day, irrespective of its
public or private status, to be devoid
of unauthorised encroachments

which results in extreme inconve-
nience and safety and security con-
cerns for the devotees.

It had appointed retired Delhi
High Court judge, Justice J R Midha
as the administrator of the Kalkaji
Temple for performing various func-
tions in relation to the religious
place.

The High Court had also
appointed Goonmeet Singh
Chauhan, a renowned Architect who
has undertaken various projects of
public importance, to submit a re-
development plan for the Kalkaji
Mandir and the entire surrounding
complex and said he shall work
closely with the Administrator and
his team.

The court had said that the
mandate of the administrator shall be
to take all necessary steps in the inter-
est of devotees, pilgrims, baridaars
(persons managing temple affairs), in
order to ensure their safety and
security, as also to preserve the
integrity and sanctity of the deity and
the mandir which is of utmost his-
torical importance to the people of
Delhi. PTI

Gurugram: A beacon of hope for
emerging athletes, the M3M
Foundation, launched its flagship
‘Lakshya- Udaan Hauslon’ Ki pro-
gramme to support the country's tal-
ented youngsters in the field of arts
and sports on Friday.

The event was held at Club
Elevate, M3M Golf Estate in Sector
65, Gurugram.

"M3M Foundation has always
championed the cause of encourag-
ing children in the field of arts and
sports. We have been actively run-
ning various initiatives and are con-
fident that this newly launched pro-
gram will achieve its objectives suc-
cessfully. We are delighted to receive
immense support from everyone and
want to thank the eminent digni-
taries and personalities for acknowl-
edging our efforts,” said Dr Payal
Kanodia, Trustee, M3M Foundation.

Realizing that making a career
in the field of sports and arts comes
with many roadblocks, the ‘Lakshya-
Udaan Hauslo’ Ki program will
bridge the existing gaps and act as a
pillar to support their dreams of tal-
ented youngsters.
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From Page 1
The building had a relatively modern

basement bomb shelter, and some  survivors did
emerge from the rubble after the attack. 

The new reported death toll came a day
after U.S. President Joe Biden and other lead-
ers promised after meeting in Brussels that more
military aid for Ukraine is coming. But they
stopped short of providing heavy weaponry that
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
wants. NATO nations fear that providing
planes, tanks and other hardware that Zelenskyy
says is urgently needed could increase the risk
of them being drawn into direct conflict with
Russia.

But the US and the European Union
did announce a move to further squeeze
Russia: a new partnership to reduce Europe's
reliance on Russian energy  and slowly squeeze
off the billions of dollars the Kremlin gets from
sales of fossil fuels. 

Despite the efforts to target Russia's
economy to push the Kremlin to change
course, the misery for civilians grows ever more
acute in cities that, day-by-day, increasingly
resemble the ruins that Russian forces left
behind in previous campaigns in Syria and
Chechnya.

Those who can are trying to flee,
emptying out their cities. In relentlessly shelled
Kharkiv, mostly elderly women came to collect
food and other urgent supplies. In the capital
of Kyiv, ashes of the dead are piling up at the
main crematorium because so many relatives
have left, leaving urns unclaimed. 

Meanwhile, the vulnerable — the
elderly, children and others unable to join mil-
lions of refugees heading westward — face food
shortages  in a country once known as the
breadbasket for the world.

Fidgeting with anticipation, a young
girl in Kharkiv watched intently this week as a
volunteer's knife cut through a giant slab of
cheese, carving out thick slices — one for each
hungry person waiting stoically in line.

Hanna Spitsyna took charge of divvy-
ing up the delivery of food aid from the
Ukrainian Red Cross, handing it out to her
neighbours. Each got a lump of the cheese that
was cut under the child's watchful gaze,
dropped chunk by chunk into plastic bags that
people in line held open like hungry mouths. 

“They brought us aid, brought us aid
for the elderly women that stayed here,"
Spitsyna said. “All these people need diapers,
swaddle blankets and food."  
Unable to sweep with lightning-quick speed into
Kyiv, their apparent aim on Feb. 24 when the
Kremlin launched the war, Russian forces are
instead raining down shells and missiles on cities
from afar. Kyiv, like other cities, has seen its pop-
ulation dramatically reduced in the vast refugee
crisis that has seen more than 10 million dis-
placed and at least 3.5 million fleeing the coun-
try entirely. Russia's military claimed
Friday that it destroyed a massive Ukrainian
fuel base used to supply the Kyiv region's
defences, with ships firing  a salvo of cruise mis-
siles, according to the Interfax news agency. 

From Page 1
Sources said the outgoing Deputy CM Sharma

could be made the chairman of the Legislative
Council while former Industry Minister Satish
Mahana could be the new Speaker of the Assembly.

The Cabinet Ministers are Suresh Kumar
Khanna, Surya Pratap Shahi, Swatantra Dev
Singh, Baby Rani Maurya, Lakshmi Narayan
Chaudhari, Jaiveer Singh Dharmpal Singh ,Nand
Gopal Nandi, Bhupendra Singh Chaudhari, Anil
Rajbhar, Jitin Prasada, Rakesh Sachan, Arvind
Kumar Sharma, Yogendra Upadhyay ,Ashish Patel
and Sanjay Nishad.

Minister of State Independent charges are: Nitin
Agarwal, Kapil Dev Agrawal, Ravindra Jaiswal,
Sandeep Singh, Gulab Devi Girish Chand Yadav,
Dharmveer Prajapati, Aseem Arun, JPS Rathore,
Dayashankar Singh, Narendra Kashyap, Dinesh
Pratap Singh, Arun Kumar Saxena and Daya
Shankar Mishra 'dayalu'.

Minister of States are Mayankeshwar Sharan
Singh, Dinesh Khatik, Sanjeev Gaud, Baldev
Singh Alakh, Ajit Pal, Jaswant Saini, Ramkesh
Nishad, Manohar Lal alias Mannu Kori, Sanjay
Gangwar, Brijesh Singh, KP Malik, Suresh Rahi,
Sumendra Tomar, Anup Pradhan Valmiki, Pratibha
Shukla, Rakesh Rathore Guru, Rajni Tiwari, Satish
Sharma, Danish Azad Ansari and Vijaylakshmi
Gautam.

From Page 1
The Cabinet also includes two leaders

from Jat community — Lakshmi Naryan
Chowdhary and Bhupendra Chowdhary.

The leaders of two allies of the BJP have
been inducted in the Cabinet — Sanjay
Nishad, president of Nishad Party, and Ashish
Patel of Apan Dal (Sonelal). His wife Anupriya
Patel is the Union Minister of State.

The OBCs faces among the Ministers of
State (Independent charge) are: Sandip Singh,
grandson of former CM Kalyan Singh, Gulab
Devi from Chandusi, Girish Chandra Yadav
from Jaunpur, Dharmveer Prajapati from
Agra, Narendra Kashyap. Among the Dalit
face is former IPS and police commissioner
of Kanpur Asim Arun.

The OBCs among the Minister of State are:
Sanjay Gangwar from Pilibhit; Rakesh Nishad,
and Jaswant Saini from Saharanpur;   Ajit Pal,
and Sanjeev Gaud from Sonbhadra. Vijay
Lakshmi Gautam from Deoria is from the
Dalit Jatav community and Dinesh Khatik is
also from the Dalit community. Danish
Ansari Azad from Ballia is the sole face of the
minority community in the council of
Ministers. He is also not a member of either
House of the UP Legislature.

From Page 1
We find that though the SIT was

constituted on March 22, till now
there has been no effective contribu-
tion by the SIT to the investigation.
It has been submitted that in spite of
the fact that the police station is very
near to the spot of the incident, the
police did not reach on time and per-
sons trapped inside the houses kept
on burning."

Ten people, including six women
and two children, were on Monday
night hacked and then burnt alive by
a rival faction of the ruling Trinamool
Congress barely a couple of hours
after a Deputy Pradhan of a local
Panchayat was bombed to death.

Even as the news became public,
the High Court on Wednesday took
suo motu cognizance of the matter
directing the SIT to produce the case
diary before it on Thursday. After
going through the case diary the court
transferred the case to the CBI observ-
ing why the police failed to reach the
spot despite the fact that the police sta-
tion was barely a few minutes' drive.

Pursuant to the court order, the

CBI had filed a First Information
Report and had started procedural
formalities, sources said.

The SIT had earlier arrested 21
people, including a local TMC Block
president and a district committee
member Sheikh Anarul Hussein.

The intervening lawyers arguing
before the court also pointed out that
Hussein was arrested only after
Mamata visited the village three days
after the incident and directed the
police to arrest him for "not sending
the police to the village despite being
repeatedly requested by the victims'
kin." The Chief Minister besides
forming an SIT announced Rs 5 lakh
compensation for the families of the
victims and Rs 50,000 for those
injured. Besides, she also offered
government jobs to the victims' kin
and an additional Rs 2 lakh to recon-
struct their houses.

Even as the Opposition parties
welcomed the court order demanding
a "comprehensive investigation so as
to net the big fishes," the Trinamool
Congress leadership warned the BJP
and the CBI to "act legally" failing
which the party would descend on the
streets.

From Page 1
The persisting friction points as of

now include Demchok, Depsang val-
ley and some patrolling points in the
Hot Springs.

He said the process of easing tens-
ing has to continue and "this needs to
be taken forward since completion of
disengagement is necessary for dis-
cussions on de-escalation to take
place. I would describe our current sit-
uation as a work in progress, obviously
at a slower pace than desirable, and my
discussions with Foreign Minister
Wang Yi were aimed at expediting that
process".

The impact of border tensions on
the overall ties has been visible in the
last two years, he said.  "This is only
natural since peace and tranquility in
the border areas have been the foun-
dation of stable and cooperative ties,"
Jaishankar said.

India pointed out that bilateral ties
were disturbed due to Chinese action
since May 2020 and "I was honest in
conveying our sentiment on this issue
during talks with Wang Yi."

Frictions and tensions arising
from China's deployments since April
2020 cannot be reconciled with a nor-
mal relationship between two neigh-
bours, he asserted.

Referring to the Ladakh situation,
he said, "Our discussion today was how

to take this forward. So long as there
are very large deployments in the bor-
der areas, clearly the border area sit-
uation is not normal. We have a situ-
ation there which is not 
normal."

"There should not be attempts to
unilaterally change status quo,"
Jaishankar said and underlined that the
relationship was based on "three mutu-
als," like mutual respect, mutual sen-
sitivity, and mutual interest. 

Again stressing the point that sit-
uation is not normal at present, he said
it was due to the presence of a large
number of troops in contravention of
the 1993-96 agreements.

Earlier in the day, the Chinese
Foreign Minister met National Security
Adviser (NSA) Ajit Doval.  He called
for an "early and complete disengage-
ment of troops" at points of friction
along the border to restore normal ties
between the two countries.

Doval also called for removing
"impediments" to allow bilateral ties to
"take the natural course" and stressed
that "actions should not violate the
spirit of equal and mutual security".  

Doval and Wang are Special
Representatives of their respective
countries for resolving the boundary
dispute.  Doval may visit China soon,
it was learnt.

Doval and Wang held a lengthy
telephonic conversation in July 2020
and the talks focused on bringing
down tension in eastern Ladakh.

From Page 1
China has all along the Quad

grouping claiming it will lead to mil-
itarisation of the strategically impor-
tant Indo-Pacific region.

Jaishankar said the meeting
with his Chinese counterpart pro-
vided an opportunity to exchange
views on major international issues,
including Afghanistan and Ukraine.

"So far as Afghanistan is con-
cerned, India's policy is guided by
the UN Security Council Resolution
2593. On Ukraine, we discussed our
respective approaches and perspec-
tive but agreed that diplomacy and
dialogue must be the priority," he
said.

The Indian Minister also said
he raised the issue of Indian students
studying at various universities in
China.  As per an estimate, there are
more than 15,000 Indian students
enrolled there.  They had to return
home more than two years ago in
the wake of the outbreak of the coro-
na pandemic.

"I also took up strongly the
predicament of Indian students
studying in China who have not
been allowed to return citing Covid
restrictions. We hope China will take
a non-discriminatory approach
since it involves the future of many
young people," he said.
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From Page 1
As many as 10,930 homes

are yet to be delivered and
among them, over 70 per cent
construction is complete with
respect to over 8,000 homes,
according to Supertech Group
Managing Director Mohit
Arora.  

The tribunal has also
directed the IRP to make a
public announcement in this
regard and declared a morato-
rium against the company as
per the provision of the
Insolvency & Bankruptcy
Code.

Moratorium will continue
till  a resolution plan is
approved and during that peri-
od no new cases or claims can
be filed against the company in
any court of law, tribunal, arbi-
tration panel or any other
authority.

Apart from this, Supertech
is also barred from transferring,
encumbering, alienating, or
disposing of any assets. 

This is the second major
setback for Noida-based devel-
opers in the last one year. 

On August 31 last year, the
Supreme Court had ordered
the demolition of Supertech
Ltd’s twin 40-storeyed towers,
which are part of the under-
construction Emerald Court
project in Noida for violation
of building norms. Supertech
Group said it would challenge
the order before the National
Company Law Appellate
Tribunal (NCLAT).

“In the matter of appoint-
ment of IRP in one of the
Supertech Group companies by
the NCLT, management of the
company stated that the com-
pany will be approaching
NCLAT in an appeal against
the order,” Supertech Group
said in a statement.



�������������������� ����� ��!"#�!$!!
����
��%&

������	
��	�
	�� �	�
�	��

Delhi Deputy Chief Minister
and Finance Minister

Manish Sisodia presented the
status report of the Outcome
Budget for the year 2021-22 in
the Legislative Assembly on
Friday. Sisodia said the AAP
Government was the first to
introduce the Outcome Budget
wherein they put out details of
the status of various projects
undertaken by the
Government.

On this occasion, Sisodia
said, "In the 75 years of the
country's independence, many
governments came to India, but
under the leadership of Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal, the
Delhi government is the only
government which started this
tradition and fixed its own
accountability to the residents"

Outcome Budget is an

annual exercise of the Kejriwal
Government that seeks to
ensure complete transparency
and accountability in public
spending. 

While presenting the status
report, he said the city gov-
ernment constructed 13,181
classrooms in its schools while
the number of students
enrolled in government schools
rose from 15 lakh to 18 lakh.

"Nearly 80,000 applications
for 4,800 seats were received for
the 31 schools of excellence.
The Deshbhakti curriculum
has been implemented in all
government schools and will be
implemented in private schools
from the next year," said
Sisodia, who is also Delhi's
Education Minister.

As per the government's
Outcome Budget presented on
Friday, around half of the sam-
ples collected from sewage

treatment plants in Delhi in the
financial year 2021-22 (up to
December) did not meet the
prescribed standards for
wastewater, It said that out of
the 438 samples collected for
monitoring of STPs up to
December, 52 per cent met the
prescribed standards. 

Of the 206 samples tested
from Common Effluent
Treatment Plants (CETPs) in
the period against the annual
target of 156, around 63 per
cent did not meet the norms.

The environment depart-
ment collected 176 samples
up to December 2021 for mon-
itoring of stack emissions from
industries, power plants, hotels
etc., against the annual target of
700. All samples met the pre-
scribed standards, the Outcome
Budget said.Poor quality of
treated wastewater discharged
from STPs and CETPs is the

main reason behind high lev-
els of pollution in the Yamuna
River. Delhi generates around
720 million gallons of waste-
water a day. 

The 35 STPs at 20 locations
across Delhi can treat up to 577
MGD of sewage and have been
utilising around 89 per cent of
their capacity. Thirteen com-
mon effluent treatment plants
in the city treat effluent from
industrial areas across Delhi.

The data showed authori-
ties inspected 6,460 industries
up to December, 2021 for vio-
lation of pollution control laws.
According to the data, 75 per
cent of the 1,778 defaulting
units had been closed up to
December, 2021. 

The government said 93
per cent of the 14,980 com-
plaints received on the Green
Delhi App for violation of anti-
pollution norms had been

resolved till December end.
Delhi also recorded an increase
of 493 hectares of green cover
up to Dec 2021 against the tar-
get of 600 hectares during
2021-22. 

More three crore women
availed the facility of free trav-
el in public transport buses in
Delhi in 2021-22 since the free
bus ride scheme for women
was launched by the AAP gov-
ernment in the national capi-
tal in 2019,  Sisodia informed
the Legislative Assembly on
Friday.

There is a combined fleet
strength of 6,900 buses in the
Delhi Transport Corporation
(DTC) and the Delhi
Integrated Multi-Modal Transit
System (DIMTS). "In the last
year, more than three crore
women availed the free bus ride
scheme in public transport
buses," Sisodia said. 
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With an aim to provide
public services to the

specially abled people under
one roof in a hassle-free man-
ner, the department of social
welfare has organised
‘Divyangjan camp’ at Lok
Nayak Jai Prakash Hospital on
Friday. On this occasion,
Social  Welfare Minister
Rajendra Pal Gautam said,
“The purpose of these camps
is to ensure that public ser-

vices are available to the
divyangjan's in a hassle free
manner. We are organising
such camps in all districts of
Delhi in order to assist the cit-
izens and also to ensure that
their  gr ievances are
addressed.” 

In this camp, divyang cit-
izens are provided with vari-
ous types of services like,
disability certificate, Unique
Disability Identity (UDID)
card, Digital handicap cer-
tificate, Delhi Transport
Corporation (DTC) pass,

Railway department pass,
Loan etc on the same day
itself. Along with this, citizens
were also made aware about
the welfare schemes run by
the Delhi Government in the
national capital.

The concept behind dis-
ability assistance camp is that
all facilities should be pro-
vided to specially abled peo-
ple under one roof so that
their  problems can be
resolved quickly and they
have don't have to travel to
different offices fortheir tasks.
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The Per Capita Income of
Delhi is ranked at third

place among the States/UTs in
the country. According to the
Economic Survey of Delhi
2021-22, Goa stood at first
place and Sikkim at second
place. It also said that Delhi's
GDP at current prices
increased by about 50 per cent
in the last six years from
�6,16,085 crore in 2016-17 to
�9,23,967 crore in 2021-22.

According to the survey,
Delhi's per capita income grew
16.81 per cent year-on-year to
�4,01,982 in fiscal 2021-22.
The per capita income of Delhi
was three times higher than the
national average in 2021-22, it
said.

"Delhi's Per Capita Income
during 2021-22 at current
prices, has been worked out to
�4,01,982 as against �3,44,136
during 2020-21, showing a
growth of 16.81 per cent. Per
Capita Income of Delhi is
ranked at 3rd place among
States/UTs while Goa stood at
1st place and Sikkim at 2nd
place," the survey said.

The Economic Survey for
the financial year 2021-22 was
presented in the Assembly on
Friday by Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia.

"Delhi's Gross State
Domestic Product (GSDP)
records a growth of 17.65 per
cent in the financial year 2021-
22 from the previous year as it
stands at �9,23,967 crore," the
report added.Delhi recorded a
revenue surplus of �1,450 crore
in 2021-22. The surplus rev-
enue has declined by 0.04 per
cent during 2021-22, as per the
report. "Delhi's revenue surplus
was 0.18 per cent of GSDP dur-

ing 2020-21 and 0.14 per cent
during 2021-22 (BE)," the
report said. Delhi's fiscal deficit
increased in 2020-21. "There is
a fiscal deficit of �9,972.96
crore during 2020-21 (prov) as
compared to a fiscal deficit of
�3,227.79 crore in 2019-20,
which is 1.27 per cent of the
GSDP as compared to 0.41 per
cent during 2019-20," it said.

According to the Economic
Survey, during 2021-22, the
transport sector has been allo-
cated the major share of about
23.45 per cent of the total
budget allocation of schemes
and projects, followed by edu-
cation (19.52 per cent), medical
and public health (13.74 per
cent), social welfare (11.74 per
cent), water supply and sanita-
tion (8.66 per cent), energy
(8.53 per cent) and housing and
urban development (8.51 per
cent). According to the survey,
the forest and tree cover area of
Delhi increased to 342 sq km
in 2021. 

It means that the share of
forests in the total geographi-
cal area has increased to 23.06
per cent. It cited the latest
India State of Forest Report,
2021, and said Delhi has the
largest forest cover of 194.24 sq
km followed by Mumbai and
Bengaluru, among the seven
major megacities The income
from manufacturing has
increased from �18,907 crore in
2011-12 to �42,230 crore in
2021-22, the report noted.

As per India Tourism
Statistics-2021, Delhi secured
4th rank in total foreign tourist
visits in 2020, with a total
share of 9.50 per cent, it added.

Important vital indicators
like infant mortality rate,
neonatal mortality rate, the
under-five mortality rate in
respect of  Delhi stand at lower
levels of 11, 10 and 19 com-
pared to all India levels of 30,
23, and 36, respectively, it
noted."Total fertility rate (TFR)
of 1.5 in Delhi, is among low-
est in India (all India level –
2.2), which indicates  achieve-
ment of the replacement rate.
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IAround 93 per cent of house-
holds in Delhi now have access

to piped water supply, and water
production during summer sea-
son is being maintained at 953
million gallons a day (MGD)
consistently, according to Delhi
Economic Survey 2021-22.  The
survey report presented in
Assembly on Friday by Deputy
Chief Minister Manish Sisodia

also said Delhi's water demand
is set to increase to 1,505 MGD
this year against expected supply
of 1,200 MGD.  Water is supplied
to a population of about 20 mil-
lion through the existing water
supply network of 15,041-km-
long pipelines and about 125
underground reservoirs (UGRs),
it said. "Besides, a total of 407
new water tankers with stainless
steel containers fitted with GPS
have been engaged in improving
the water tanker supply delivery
system in city. 

Apart from these approxi-
mately 530 mild steel hired
tankers (during peak summer),
250 newly-purchased stainless
steel tankers are being added to
existing fleet to supplement
water supply in water deficit
areas," the report said.  

Based on  norm of 60 gallons
per capita per day (GPCD), a
population of 23 million (as per
projections) required 1,380
MGD of water this month. It said
Government has been able to
provide regular water supply to
1,583 (88 per cent) of the 1,797
unauthorised colonies, while
602 have been connected to
sewer network so far.
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Electricity consumers in the
national Capital increased

to 63.87 lakh in 2020-21 but
the peak demand and energy
consumption failed to pick
up due to the Covid pandem-
ic, says the 2021-22 Economic
Survey.

The survey was tabled in
the Delhi Assembly on Friday
by Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia.Delhi Transco
Limited met a peak power
demand of 6,314 MW in 2020-
21, a significant decline from
7,409 MW in 2019-20. The
energy consumption declined
to 29,534 mega units in 2020-
21 from 33,082 mega units in
2019-20, it said.

The report also said that
during the period 2011-12 to
2020-21, the number of elec-
tricity consumers increased
from 43.01 lakh to 63.87 lakh.
The number of consumers in
2019-20 stood at 61.98 lakh.
The peak demand increased
from 5,028 MW in 2011-12 to

7,409 in 2019-20. Energy con-
sumption recorded an average
annual growth of about 3.27
per cent for 2011-12 to 2019-
20, it said."... However, peak
demand and energy con-
sumption could not pick up in
2020-21 due to the Covid pan-
demic," the report noted.

On the Aggregate
Technical and Commercial
Losses (ATCL), it said that
after reforms in the power sec-
tor, the loss in Delhi has
reduced significantly from 52
per cent in the pre-reform era
in 2002 (before July 2002) to

6.92 per cent in 2020. The
ATCL is the difference
between energy units put into
the system and the units for
which the payment is collect-
ed. It is the actual measure of
overall efficiency of the distri-
bution business as it mea-
sures both technical as well as
commercial losses.

The survey also said that
three waste-to-energy (WTE)
plants at Timarpur-Okhla (20
MW), Ghazipur (12 MW) and
Narela-Bawana (24 MW) with
a total capacity of 56 MW are
in operation.

Setting up of WTE plants
at Bhalswa (15 MW) and
Tehkhand (25 MW) and eight
MW expansion of the existing
WTE plant at Ghazipur has
also been planned, it said.

The grid-connected solar
projects have contributed near-
ly 223.601 MW of power in
Delhi till December, 2021.
The total installed capacity of
renewable energy (solar and
WTE) was 279.601 MW as on
December 31, 2021, the report
said.
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The Delhi Government,
which makes the highest

budgetary allocation for the
education sector among States
and Union Territories, rolled out
various initiatives such as the
Deshbhakti Curriculum on
September 28 last year and
establishment of the Delhi Board
of School Education (DBSE),
according to the Economic
Survey 2021-22. The per student
per annum expenditure incurred
by the Government declined to
Rs 63,556 in 2020-21 from Rs
66,593, it said. 

According to the Economic
Survey, the city has a total of
1,231 Government and
Government-aided schools --
21.73 per cent of the total num-
ber of schools. The share of
enrolment in Government and
Government-aided schools is
39.36 per cent of the total admis-
sions in Delhi in 2020-21. The
survey also stated that the share
of enrolment in private schools
at the primary and middle-level
had increased significantly from
31.07 per cent in 2014-15 to
46.72 per cent in 2019-20.

However, it came down to 43.91
per cent in 2020-21. Similarly,
the share of enrolment in private
schools at secondary and senior-
secondary level had also
increased from 29.08 per cent in
2014-15 to 31.90 per cent in
2019-20, but declined to 29.94
per cent in 2020-21.

According to the State
Budget Analysis Report of the
RBI, the Government of Delhi
had the highest budgetary allo-
cation of 22.8 per cent in the
education sector among all States
in 2021-22. The total expendi-
ture on education has increased
from Rs 6,555 crore in 2014-15
to Rs 15,707 crore in 2020-21.

The survey also highlighted
that DBSE was launched in
March 2021 and it entered into
a partnership with International
Baccalaureate (IB) to "inculcate
cutting-edge pedagogy and
assessments in schools of Delhi."
The Board started functioning
with 30 schools of Delhi
Government. 

In the next few years, all
schools of the Delhi
Government and willing private
schools may be affiliated to the
DBSE, it said.
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Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal chaired a high-

level review meeting at Delhi
Secretariat on Friday regarding
roads being revamped in State
on lines of European countries.
During this meeting, Kejriwal
directed officials to complete
pilot project by August 2022.
Under the pilot project, the
Kejriwal Government is rede-
veloping seven roads of 32.5
km length to European levels.
In this way, the Kejriwal
Government will redevelop a
total of 540 kms of roads in
Delhi and take them up to stan-
dards of European countries.
The Tourism Department of
Delhi Government has also

been engaged for beautification
of these roads. The tourism
department is developing road-
side greenery and other facili-
ties on lines of countries like
Dubai, Singapore, London
which are renowned for their
landscaping. It is noteworthy
that Kejriwal government is
working upon redeveloping
roads totalling up to 540 kms
and transforming them as per
the level of European countries. 

The PWD officials
informed CM that the work on
pilot project is going on in full
swing and will be completed by
August 2022. Under this pilot
project, there are seven roads of
length 32.5 km, which are
being beautified on the lines of
European roads. The CM

directed officials to complete
pilot project by August, so that

further work on other roads
can be started expeditiously.
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The Delhi Government is all
set to provide every

Delhiite with an eHealth Card
by next year. Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal chaired a
high-level meeting to assess the
progress of Delhi’s Health
Information Management
System (HIMS).

Kejriwal has specifically
instructed the concerned
departments to distribute the e-
Health Cards at least three
months before HIMS system is
implemented. It is expected to
begin from March 2023. The
HIMS aims to revolutionise
healthcare management in state
by taking it to global standards.
“A project of this scale and cal-
ibre has never been taken up in
India. Notably, the e-Health
Cards too, will be first of their
kind in country where all med-
ical information of patient will

be stored on cloud,” Office of
Chief Minister said in a state-
ment. Along with Chief
Minister, Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia and
Health Minister Satyendar Jain
were present in meeting along
with senior officials of con-
cerned departments.

The officials apprised Chief
Minister of timelines with
regards to implementation of
project and presented him data
on progress made so far.
Instructing officers to leave
no stone unturned in deliver-
ing international-level health-
care service in Delhi, the Chief
Minister said, “This project is
very crucial for transforming
healthcare facilities of Delhi.
We must ensure that whole
Health Information
Management System project is
implemented by 2023. At same
time, the government must
start distributing the Health

Cards at least 3 months before
the HIMS project comes to the
ground. They will be able to use
the system as soon as it starts
functioning.  

In this manner every resi-
dent will be able to benefit from
it and we will be able to make
our world-class facilities acces-
sible to all.” After the imple-
mentation of the Health
Information Management
System, people will get freedom
from the long queues of hos-
pitals. 

They will be able to get an
appointment with the doctor
they wish to see by accessing an
online portal from the comfort
of their homes. The Delhi
Government is trying to imple-
ment HIMS in all government
hospitals of Delhi as soon as
possible, a senior official said,
adding that private hospitals
will also be connected to it in
a phased manner.
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According to the Delhi
Economic Survey 2021-22

tabled in the Delhi Assembly on
Friday by Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia, the
gross cropped area in Delhi
increased to 47,850 hectare in
2021-22 from 43,569 hectare in
2020-21.

"The estimated gross
cropped area in 2021-22 has
increased to 47,850 hectares
(estimated) from 43,569
hectares in 2020-21. In 2012-13,
it was 35,178 hectares," the
report stated. It said that the
remaining areas of Delhi are
being used for non-agricultur-
al purposes or are forest, fallow
and un-cultivable land.

The report, however, said
that the share of agriculture in
Delhi's Gross State Value Added
(GSVA) reduced in 2021-22 as
compared to 2011-12. The per-
centage contribution of the
agriculture sector to the GSVA
at current prices reduced from
0.94 per cent in 2011-12 to 0.36
per cent in 2021-22, it stated.

The report also said that agri-
cultural activity is continuous-
ly declining in Delhi due to
rapid urbanisation and growth
in other economic activities in
the trade and industry sectors.

It said that the number of
rural villages is also reducing
and it has come down to 112
(according to the 2011 census)
from 214 in 1981. This results
in the reduction of the share of
this sector to the Gross State
Domestic Product of Delhi, the
report said.

Since returns from tradi-
tional agriculture are currently
less attractive as compared to
the high value of commercial
horticulture and other agricul-
ture activities, the Delhi gov-
ernment is, therefore, encour-
aging farmers to take-up veg-
etables, floriculture production
and mushroom cultivation, it
said."Under the programme of
Farmers Training and
Education Centre, as many as
1,605 farmers were provided
training in 56 training and
demonstration camps held dur-
ing 2020-21.
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The Covid-19 pandemic hit
the tax collection of Delhi

Government with all compo-
nents of revenue registering a
sharp decline in 2020-21,
according to Delhi Economic
Survey, 2021-22, tabled in the
Assembly on Friday. 

The tax collection of Delhi
declined by 19.53 per cent dur-
ing 2020-21 compared to a 0.16
per cent contraction in 2019-20.
"The decline in tax revenue col-
lection during 2020-21 is due to
Covid-19 pandemic. All com-
ponents of tax revenue declined
sharply," read the report tabled
by Deputy Chief Minister and
Finance Minister Manish
Sisodia. 

The motor vehicles tax has
shown a negative growth of
13.96 per cent, GST (including
VAT and other taxes of luxury
and entertainment etc.) record-
ed a negative growth of 19.46
per cent, the report said.Tax col-
lections under State excise
recorded a negative growth of
18.94 per cent, stamps and reg-
istration tax (including land
revenue) recorded highest neg-

ative growth of 22.91 per cent in
2020-21. A growth of 46.13 per
cent in tax collection for year
2021-22 was budgeted by
Kejriwal Government. The total
revenue collection of  Delhi
Government was �41,863.60
crore (5.33 per cent of GSDP)
in 2020-21 against �47,135.81
crore (5.94 per cent of the
GSDP) during 2019-20. During
2020-21, the revenue receipts
decreased significantly with a
negative growth rate of 11.19
per cent. 

The main reason for such
deficit is Covid pandemic, the
report stated. Like earlier
Central Finance Commissions,
Delhi has not yet been covered
under Term of Reference of the
15th Central Finance
Commission whose term cov-
ers the period from 2020-21 to
2025-26, the report pointed
out. The dispensations to be rec-
ommended by 15th Central
Finance Commission to States
which include Share in Central
Taxes, Grants-in-aid for Local
Bodies, Revenue Deficit grants,
Sectoral grants, grants for
Calamity Relief do not cover
Delhi due to this, it said.
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The total number of vehicles
in the national Capital

increased by 3.03 per cent in
2020-21 compared to that in
2019-20, according to the Delhi
Economic Survey 2021-22.The
report of the survey was tabled
in the Assembly by Deputy
Chief Minister Manish Sisodia
on Friday."

The total number of motor
vehicles on the roads in Delhi
as on March 31, 2021 was
122.53 lakh, showing 3.03 per
cent growth from the previous
year. Cars and jeeps accounted
for around 28 per cent of the
total registered motorised vehi-
cles, whereas two-wheelers are
about 67 per cent of total reg-
istered vehicles," the report
said.In 2019-2020, the total
number of vehicles in Delhi
was 1,18,92,877. 

The report said of the over
1.22 crore vehicles, 82,39,550
were two-wheelers while
33,84,736 were cars and jeeps.
The city also has 1,14,869
autorickshaws and 1,12,401
taxis.The report said the daily
average passenger ridership in
DTC and Cluster buses has
gone down during the Covid-
19 pandemic. 

"The daily average passen-
ger ridership in DTC was 12.24
lakh and 8.5 lakh in Cluster
buses during the year 2020-21,
however, during the pre- Covid
period, it was 33.31 lakh in
DTC buses and 17.71 lakh in
Cluster buses," the report said.

It also said that before the
lockdown, the average daily
passenger journeys of Delhi
Metro was about 57 lakh but
due to social-distancing
norms, the average daily pas-
senger journey recorded in
the July-to-September quarter
of 2021 was 23.34 lakh. 
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Worried over the rising
stature of Aam Aadmi

Party (AAP), both in neigh-
bouring Delhi and Punjab,
Congress leaders from Haryana
on Friday met former Congress
chief Rahul Gandhi and delib-
erated on the party's strategy
going forward and ways to
strengthen the organisation. 

The leaders discussed the
challenges before the party in
Haryana, especially after the
AAP victory in neighbouring
Punjab, and how to address
those as the party has almost
poached the Congress vote-
bank. .

AICC sources said the
leaders put forth their views
before Rahul, who gave a
patient hearing to all of them.
The meeting lasted for three
hours, after which the former
chief met some leaders indi-
vidually. Sources said Rahul
also sought the views of the
party leaders to strengthen the
organisation and reach out to
the grassroots level.

The series of meetings
between the leaders and high
command- Sonia Gandhi,
Rahul Gandhi, Priyanka

Gandhi — who have
been in line of fire of
the G-23 for the
massive defeats in
the just concluded
assembly elections,
comes a day before
the State presidents
and General
Secretaries incharge
are scheduled to
meet on Saturday.  

The leaders sug-
gested several mea-
sures to strengthen
the party and how to
reach out to the
people. Some called upon the
leadership for early decisions
on revamping the organisation
in the state, which has not been
done for several years.

Among those who attend-
ed the meeting were AICC in
charge of Haryana Vivek
Bansal, former chief minister
Bhupinder Singh Hooda,
Haryana Congress chief
Kumari Selja, AICC general
secretary Randeep Singh
Surjewala, Kuldeep Bishnoi,
Kiran Chaudhary, Rajya Sabha
MP Deepinder Singh Hooda
and Captain Ajay Singh Yadav.

Selja later told reporters
that there are issues that need
to be addressed, including

strengthening the party at the
grassroots. People expressed
their views and Rahul Gandhi
heard each of them, she 
said.

Bhupinder Hooda said
everybody kept their views on
how the party can be strength-
ened. He said there were no dif-
ferences among the leaders
and elections will be fought
unitedly. The meeting comes
days after Rahul Gandhi met
Bhupinder Hooda and
exchanged views on the current
political situation in the state.

Rahul Gandhi has been
having several rounds of meet-
ings with state leaders and had
met party leaders from Gujarat

earlier this week.
Congress president Sonia

Gandhi had also met party
leaders from Himachal Pradesh
last week and in between sev-
eral  senior leaders who have
become dissidents ever since
the party has been suffering
from continuous poll defeats.  

Party leaders from Madhya
Pradesh are also set to meet
Sonia Gandhi soon. Some of
them have rushed to Delhi to
meet her over the functioning
of the Pradesh Congress
Committee under Kamal Nath.
Some of them have expressed
unhappiness in his leadership
and differences are coming
out in the open, sources said.
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The Supreme Court on
Friday expressed surprise

after it was informed that
bouncers were being sent by a
private firm for eviction of
properties occupied by
Government officials living in
Sujan Singh Park near Khan
Market here. Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta informed a
bench headed by Chief Justice
NV Ramana that Government
officials were being forced out
of Sujan Singh Park flats with
the help of bouncers. 

"How can they send
bouncers against the
Government of India? List it
next week before the appro-
priate bench," said the bench,
also comprising Justices
Krishna Murari and CT
Ravikumar. "The impugned
order permits the other side to
get it vacated and they are
sending bouncers. I am sorry,
but it's quite unusual but there
are Government officials,"
Mehta said while seeking
urgent listing of the 
matter.  The Centre has moved
the top court against a Delhi
High Court judgment of
January 2020 directing it to pay
arrears of rent owed to Sobha
Singh and Sons. Sobha Singh
and Sons had filed an eviction
petition before the Additional
Rent Controller who passed a
judgment in its favour.
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The Supreme Court on Friday
passed an interim order

allowing physically disabled per-
sons who have cleared the civil
services exam, to provisionally
apply to the Union Public
Service Commission for selec-
tion in Indian Police Service and
other police services. 

Those successful in written
exams can submit hard copies
with these choices to UPSC
Secretary-General by April 1,
said the Bench headed by
Justice AM Khanwilkar, com-
prising Justice Abhay S Oka on
a petition filed by an NGO
National Platform for the
Rights of the Disabled. 

The top court directed that
the petitioners and similarly
placed petitioners submit their
applications by April 1 physi-

cally or through courier. The
Court had listed the matter for
further hearing on April 18.
Earlier, the Bench had sought
response from AG KK
Venugopal and asked to file an
affidavit. Petitioner’s advocate
Arvind Datar insisted for  an
interim order. 

The Court was hearing a
petition challenging a govern-
ment notification which grants
a blanket exemption from the
grant of reservation to Persons
with Disabilities (PwDs) in
the Indian Police Service,
Indian Railways Protection
Force Service, DANIPS and
Railway Protection Force. The
petitioner has sought to quash
Notification dated August 18,
2021 as it grants a blanket
exemption from the grant of
reservation to PwDs in the IPS,
DANIPS and IRPFS.
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The Supreme Court on
Friday reserved its judg-

ment on the review petition in
the 1987 road rage case leading
to murder involving Navjot
Singh Sidhu. 

The apex court had in
2018 quashed the three-year
sentence of Sidhu and fined
only Rs.1000. The victim
Gurnam Sigh’s family then
filed a review petition. 

The review petition was
heard before the Bench of
Justices AM Khanwilkar and
Sanjay Kishan 
Kaul.  Appearing for petition-
ers, senior advocate Siddharth
Luthra argued that the injuries
caused during the road rage
was the reason for the death
later.  

Abhishek Manu Singhvi,
arguing for Sidhu, said that the
matter was a 34 year old inci-
dent and accused petitioners
for abusing the process of law.
Sidhu was acqitted by the trial
court and the High Court had
sentenced him for three 
years  
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The Government on Friday
said in the Lok Sabha that

there is no shortage in the
defence budget  and that India
for the first time has  reached
the 25th spot among defence
export nations.

Answering questions dur-
ing the zero hour  on the need
to increase  the defence bud-
get in view of recent develop-
ments on the borders, Minister
of State for Defence Ajay Bhatt
said India's spending between
2011 and 2020 rose 76 per cent
as against the global average of
9 per cent.

Assuring the opposition
members, Bhatt said India is
the third largest spender in the
defence sector after the US and
China and there is no shortage
in the defence budget which
has increased  as per the
requirements.

He quoted  the report of
the Stockholm International
Peace Research Institute
(SIPRI) saying  India's spend-
ing between 2011 and 2020
rose 76 per cent  in compari-
son to the global average of 9
per cent.

As per SIPRI, he said
India is the third highest
spender on defence after the
US and China.

"There is no shortage of
budget. Also in 2020, India for
the first time reached the 25th
spot among defence export
nations for the first time,"
Bhatt said.

In reply to questions from
DMK’s T R Balu that Indian
defence expenditure was low
in terms of its Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) , Bhat said
"The overall trend in defence
spending is based on defence
capability development
requirements and the expen-

diture on defence services,
including modernisation, and
has been increasing year after
year. Defence budget which
was Rs 2,53,346 crore in 2013-
14 has more than doubled to
Rs 5,25,166 crore in 
2022-23.

More importantly, spend-
ing under capital outlay which
includes modernisation and
infrastructure development of
the defence services, has
grown by 76 per cent to Rs
1,52,370 crore in 2022-23 from
Rs 86,741 crore in 2013-14.
The defence budget is the
highest among all ministries,"
he said.

Bhatt said India  has been
on the front foot on the
defence needs and responses
as has been seen in Galwan
borders.

Balu had  pointed out that
defence spending was only
2.33 per cent of the GDP,

lower than in the US and
Russia.

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh in his intervention said
the Kargil Review Committee
which studied the defence
expenditure issue in detail
had not recommended fixing
of the defence budget as a per-
centage of the GDP. eom

"The committee had illus-
trious members who were not
in favour of fixing the defence
budget as a percentage of the
GDP and had recommended
targeting of maximum value
against every rupee 
spent. 

"The committee said there
was no need for a fixed GDP
to budget allocation ratio and
advised prioritisation of
defence spending, restructur-
ing of restructure forces effi-
ciency in defence production.
We are doing all that the
panel", Singh said.
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Union Law Minister Kiren
Rijiju on Friday said no

questions should be raised on
electronic voting machines
(EVM) as they are kept in the
Election Commission's cus-
tody after being handed over to
the poll panel by manufactur-
ers. He also informed  the Lok
Sabha  that the government is
considering linking Aadhaar
with the electoral rolls to check
fraudulent voting besides
granting of online voting to
Indians working abroad.

The issue of EVM came up
during the zero hour when
Congress member Manish
Tewari sought a "specific reply"
from the minister on whether
the source code of the EVMs
remain with the EC or the
companies that manufacture
them.

Answering the question

the Law Minister  said the
Indian election system has
been recognised as "one of the
best” adding globally lessons
are received from India  in con-
ducting  elections. Further , he
said,  "If a company manufac-
tures machines and hands
them over to the Election
Commission, how will it con-
trol the EVMs? That comes
under the EC."

"No question should be
raised on the EVMs. I won't
want to draw any inference on
this," he said.

Following his reply, Tewari
and other opposition members
said answer  on  the EVM issue
has not been responded to by
the minister .

“The judges are appointed
by the government but once
they are appointed, they
become independent. No one
should question the EVMs and
there should not be any infer-

ence too,”  the minister  said.
At this stage,  Speaker Om

Birla intervened and said the
Election Commission should
be thanked for the way it con-
ducts elections in the country.
He also said that he has visit-
ed many countries, but
nowhere in the world has he
seen such a big election system
developed in any 
democracy.

Tewari, however, was dis-
satisfied with the minister's
reply, and asked him not to
"dodge or evade" his question.

On another question ,
Rijiju said  the government is
considering proposals for link-
ing Aadhaar with the electoral
rolls to check fraudulent voting
and granting of online voting
to Indians working abroad.

Rijiju said electoral fraud is
a serious matter and the gov-
ernment is considering at the
union law minister's level how

to check fraudulent voting.
“Linking Aadhaar with the

electoral roll is one of the
ways. As of now linking
Aadhaar with electoral rolls is
voluntary. Our aim is to ensure
'one nation, one electoral roll'
to check double names in elec-
toral rolls and fraudulent vot-
ing and ensure a clean voting
process,” he said .

Replying to a supplemen-
tary on the proposal to grant
voting rights to 'Pravasi'
Indians, the minister said the
government has suggested to
the Election Commission to
look into how to give voting
rights to those Indians who are
working abroad or whether to
allow them online 
voting.

“But before taking any
decision, we have to ensure
safety and transparency of the
process and that it is free from
malfunctioning,” he said.
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West Bengal ‘s Birbhum
district violence rocked

the Parliament on Friday with
the BJP and TMC members in
Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha
attacking and blaming either
sides. BJP's Rajya Sabha mem-
ber Roopa Ganguly demanded
the imposition of President's
Rule in West Bengal and even
broke down while raising the
issue.

Massive protest by the
TMC members led to brief
adjournment of the Upper
House and the ruling party at
Centre and ruling party TMC
in West Bengal trading charges
against each other in Lok Sabha
briefly.

Ganguly broke down as she
raised the issue of eight people,
including two children, being
burnt to death in Bogtui village

in Birbhum, saying to be born
in West Bengal is not a crime.
During the Zero Hour (morn-
ing session), she said, "(People)
were burnt to death.... There is
no trust in police."

The autopsy report points
out that the victims were first
beaten up and locked up, before
being burnt to death. She
termed the incident "mass
killings" and also referred to
other "political killings" in the
state, she said.

"West Bengal is a part of
India. The place is not safe to

live. I, Roopa Ganguly, demand
President's Rule in the state. We
have a right to live. It is not a
crime to be born in West
Bengal," the BJP member said
as she broke down. She also
said people are fleeing the area
after the incident.

As she raised the matter,
the (TMC members started
protesting and countered the
allegations. Some of them
trooped into the well raising
slogans. The members on the
treasury benches too got
engaged in counter-sloganeer-
ing.

Deputy Chairman
Harivansh tried to restore order
in the House, but the protest-
ing members were unrelenting.
The deputy chairman then
adjourned the proceedings for
about 25 minutes till 12.10 pm.
After the brief adjournment,
the House went ahead with the
scheduled Question Hour.
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For  the third day
Opposition members from

various parties in the Lok
Sabha on Friday  staged a
walk-out  against the hike in
the fuel  prices, with a Congress
MP questioning the need to
raise  petrol, diesel and cook-
ing gas  prices following a 137
days hiatus after the conclusion
of  polls in five states .

Congress member Gaurav
Gogoi (Cong) , who raised the
issue, said  people  hit by infla-
tion and Covid-19  needed
relief and wondered as why
government suspended the
hike all through the assembly
polls He asked why prices of
petrol and diesel were increased
three times in a week after a hia-
tus of 137 days. He claimed that
tensions between Russia and
Ukraine were simmering since
December last year, but blaming
the conflict now, the prices were

hiked.
"We don't know how many

more hikes await the people of
India and the people of India
have just returned from
Omicron. They want an envi-
ronment where they can do
their business but all these
price hikes have increased the
cost of business, especially the
price of transportation and
this will lead to inflation,"  said
the Congress member.

Gogoi and other  members
from various opposition par-
ties, sought a reply from the
government as to why for 137
days they managed to keep the
prices stable. They said Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman,
who was present in the House,
should respond.

Congress, DMK, NCP, Left,
and IUML, walked out of the
House to register their protest
on the issue. brief walkouts  for
the last three days on the issue
of fuel hike.
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The Union Environment
Ministry has rechristened

the ‘Ganga River Dolphin Day’,
as 'National Dolphin Day', to be
celebrated every year on
October 5 from this year. 

Union Environment
Minister Bhupender Yadav
tweeted:  ''Happy to inform that
the Standing Committee of
National Board of Wildlife in
its 67th meeting has decided
that October 5 from this year
will be celebrated as National
Dolphin Day. 'Generating
awareness and community par-
ticipation is (are) integral for
conservation of this indicator
species,'' Yadav said.

In India, mostly Gangetic
dolphins, a species of freshwa-
ter dolphins, are sighted in long

deep river reaches in Assam,
Bihar, Jharkhand, Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Uttar
Pradesh and West Bengal.

Gangetic river dolphins
were declared national aquat-
ic species in 2010 by the then
Union Environment Minister
Jairam Ramesh during the UPA
regime.

Almost ten years later,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
in August 2020 announced
'Project Dolphin' to conserve
both freshwater and marine
dolphins. According to official
figures, there are about 3,700
Gangetic dolphins in the Indian
river systems.

“We will focus on both
types of dolphins living in the
rivers and in the seas. This will
also give a boost to biodiversi-
ty and also create employment
opportunities,” Modi had said.

Being an indicator species
of river ecosystems, Gangetic
river dolphins play a vital role
in providing valuable ecosys-
tem services. The Gangetic
river dolphins are found in the
Ganges-Brahmaputra-Meghna
and Karnaphuli river systems of
India, Nepal and 
Bangladesh.

The construction of dams
and barrages, and increasing
pollution have led to a decline
in the population of aquatic
animals in the rivers in gener-
al and of dolphins in particu-
lar. Aquatic life is an indicator
of the health of river ecosys-
tems. As the Gangetic dolphin
is at the top of the food chain,
protecting the species and its
habitat will ensure conservation
of aquatic lives of the river,
according to an official from
the Ministry.
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There will be a single-point
taxation system for taxis,

autorickshaws and State-run
buses in Delhi-NCR, with
Haryana, Rajasthan, Delhi and
UP signing an agreement of
Combined Reciprocal Common
Transport Agreements (CRCTA)
covering both Contract Carriage
& Stage Carriage for seamless
movement of mass public trans-
port vehicles of State transport
undertaking inter-city buses, to
ease traffic congestion and
reduce air pollution. 

According to the Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs, the
CRCTA shall come into force
with immediate effect, for ensur-
ing seamless movement of pas-
senger vehicles in NCR shall be
valid for next 10 years.

“All Motor cabs/Taxis/Auto
Rickshaws; All Educational
Institution vehicles; and All
Stage Carriage Buses of State

Transport Undertakings
(including City bus services) of
NCR participating states will be
covered under this agreement.
All permits/licenses including
temporary permits/licenses
(Contract Carriage and also
Stage Carriage, as applicable)
shall be issued only on Vaahan
Software, as updated from time
to time,” the agreement said.

According to ministry’s
officials,  the age of the Stage
Carriage vehicles as well as
Contract Carriage vehicles shall
be limited to 10 years for diesel
vehicles and 15years for
petrol/CNG vehicles till any
further directions are issued in
this regard. The new Combined
agreement also provides for
exemption in such taxes to
buses etc. of educational insti-
tutions. The NCR States have
agreed to forego such revenues
in larger public interest of
cleaner NCR. Such revenue
loss is estimated to be around

Rs.100 crore annually.
“The new agreement pro-

vides for single-point taxation to
state owned transport bodies
wherein road tax/passenger tax
etc. shall be payable by them only
in one NCR State and exempted
from such taxes/fee in other
NCR States. This has been agreed
by all the NCR States with a view
to nudge passengers shift from
private to public transport to con-
tribute towards reduction in pol-
lution in NCR,” officials added.

As per the agreement,
NCR States shall take initiative
to computerize the database of
drivers, vehicle registration
and other related information
in the NCR districts on prior-
ity basis. States should also
endeavor to implement the
usage of RFID, Speed Control
device, Fast Tag, Trauma Care,
single window Tax collection,
bar-coding of finger-prints of
drivers and GPS vehicle track-
ing system in a phased manner.
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Highlighting India’s success
story on pandemic man-

agement, Union Health
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya
said that Covid management in
India displayed an exemplary
model with the Centre and
States working together in
harmony which has been
hailed across the world.

In his keynote address at
Aksha-Lessons from India, an
event that was recently organ-
ised by the Bill Melinda Gates
Foundation (BMGF) to discuss
India best management and
vaccination practices for
COVID-19, the Health
Minister commended India’s
covid management for its inno-
vation, dedication, partnership
and technology-driven
approach.
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Giving a boost to indige-
nization in ship building,

the defence ministry on Friday
signed a contract worth over Rs
800 crore with Larsen and
Toubro for acquisition of Two
Multi-Purpose Vessels (MPVs)
for the Indian Navy. The deal
amounting Rs.887 Crore is
under “Buy-Indian” Category
and was signed here in the
presence of Vice Admiral SN
Ghormade, Vice Chief of the
Naval Staff and Pankaj Agarwal,
Additional Secretary and
Director General Acquisition.
Delivery of vessels is scheduled
to commence from May 2025.
Giving details of the contract,
officials said the MPVs will be
the first of its kind platform, con-
structed to provide a cost-effec-
tive solution to meet a variety of
requirements of the Navy.
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Miniscule pieces of plastic
from plastic items being

used daily such as water bottles,
grocery bags, toys and dispos-
able cutlery among others, are
ending up in our bloodstream
in detectable levels, according
to a study published in the sci-
entific journal Environment
International.

A team of researchers
developed an analytic method
for establishing the trace level
of micro and nano plastic par-
ticles in human blood. The
study included 22 participants,
whose blood was examined for
the presence of five different
polymers, the building blocks
of plastic.

Three-quarters of the test
subjects appeared to have plas-
tics in their blood, the team
said.

It is well known that huge
amounts of plastic waste are

dumped in the environment
and microplastics which have
been found to contaminate
the earth have made their way
in the faeces of babies and
adults.

Also, while earlier indica-
tors for this (microplastics in
blood) came from laboratory
experiments, the new research
shows that people absorb
microplastics from their envi-
ronment in their everyday lives
and that the amounts are mea-
surable in their blood.

A quarter of the tested
donors had no detectable
quantities of plastic particles of
any type in their blood.

“Our study is the first indi-
cation that we have polymer
particles in our blood – it’s a
breakthrough result,” said Prof
Dick Vethaak, an ecotoxicolo-
gist at Vrije Universiteit
Amsterdam in the
Netherlands. “But we have to
extend the research and

increase the sample sizes, the
number of polymers assessed,
etc.” Further studies by a num-
ber of groups are already under
way, he said.

Polyethylene terephthalate
(PET), polyethylene, and poly-
mers of styrene were the most
common types of plastic found
in the blood samples, followed
by poly(methyl methacrylate).
Polypropylene was also
analysed but the concentra-
tions were too low for an accu-
rate measurement, said the
researchers.

However, the scientists are
also working on finding the
health impact due to these
particles.

The new research was
funded by the Dutch National
Organisation for Health
Research and Development
and Common Seas, a social
enterprise working to reduce
plastic pollution.
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Mysuru (K'taka): Senior Congress leader
Siddaramaiah on Friday said the 2023 Assembly
election in Karnataka will be his last, but will
continue to remain in politics.

The Leader of Opposition in the State
Assembly said he is yet to decide on the con-
stituency from where he will contest the next
election, and will abide by the party's decision
regarding the Congress' chief ministerial face
for the polls.    "I will remain in politics, but elec-
toral politics - most likely the next Assembly
election will be the last that I will be contest-
ing," Siddaramaiah told reporters at his native
village Siddaramanahundi here.

Responding to a question on which con-
stituency he will be contesting from, he said
there is still one more year for the assembly elec-
tions, and is yet to take a call in this regard.

"Party workers and well-wishers from
Varuna, Hunsur, Chamarajpet, Badami, Kolar,
Hebbal, Koppal and Chamundeshwari are
asking me to contest from their constituencies.
I'm yet to decide from where (to fight the polls),"
he added.

There have been speculation within the
party for some time now that the former chief
minister, who currently represents Badami in
north Karnataka, may return to his home turf
of the old Mysuru region or somewhere in
Bengaluru for the next assembly election.
His loyalist and Chamarajpet legislator B Z
Zameer Ahmed Khan, who is among those pro-
jecting him as the CM face for the next assem-
bly polls, that caused some differences within
the party, has even offered to vacate the con-

stituency for the Congress Legislature Party
leader.

Siddaramaiah has already said he will
not contest again from Chamundeshwari
assembly constituency in Mysuru, where he had
tasted defeat during the 2018 assembly polls.
To a question on contesting from
Chamundeshwari constituency, he said, "I was
defeated in the last election in the same con-
stituency where I had got my  political rebirth.
But it doesn't mean that I will forget the peo-
ple of Chamundeshwari. They had made me
win five times and gave me political strength
to this level."

Siddaramaiah, the then sitting chief min-
ister, had lost in Chamundeshwari in 2018 to
JD(S) G T Deve Gowda by a margin of over
36,042 votes.

He, however, won Badami, the other con-
stituency from where he had contested, defeat-
ing BJP's B Sriramulu by a margin of just 1,696
votes.        Making his debut in the Assembly
in 1983, Siddaramaiah had got elected from
Chamundeshwari on a Lok Dal Party ticket. He
has won five times from this constituency and
tasted defeat thrice.        After neighbouring
Varuna became a constituency in 2008 follow-
ing delimitation, Siddaramaiah represented it
till he vacated the seat for his son Dr Yatindra
(MLA) in the 2018 assembly polls and went
back to his old constituency of
Chamundeshwari.

Ahead of the May 2018 assembly polls,
Siddaramaiah had said it would "most likely"
be his last election. PTI
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The Zoji La Pass was on
Friday opened for civilian

traffic. It was for the first time
in over six decades that the Zoji
La Pass, on NH-1, faced a clo-
sure for only 73 days, as against
an average of 150 
days, the Defence Ministry
said.

The first civilian convoy
comprising 560 vehicles carry-
ing fresh supplies, medicines
and other essential items and
passenger vehicles crossed over
to Ladakh from Sonamarg.

The Border Roads
Organisation (BRO) estab-
lished the unprecedented
breakthrough on the gateway
connect between Union
Territories of Ladakh and
Jammu & Kashmir on March
19, 2022 when the first Trial
Convoy was flagged off by
DGBR, Lt Gen Rajeev
Chaudhry from Zoji la to
Ladakh, the Ministry said.

Known as the “Mountain

Pass of Blizzards”, Zoji la is
located in Drass, Ladakh at an
altitude above 11,650 ft and his-
torically remains closed for
the major part of the winter
season. This year BRO kept it
open till 04 Jan 22, a first ever
accomplishment in the record-
ed history.

Various precautionary
measures were put in place by
BRO before the road was
declared open for traffic. 

Since the road stretch has
a large number of avalanche
prone locations dedicated
teams comprising lookout men
along with heavy duty equip-
ment have been prepositioned
astride identified avalanche
and accidents sites.

Another set of teams is
employed on the road stretch
to carry out road maintenance
to ensure uninterrupted traffi-
cability in the coming days
while small teams continue to
clear and widen the road
stretch to facilitate movement
of heavy duty vehicles.

Shillong: The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has
fixed March 29 to finalise the border agreement signed
between Assam and Meghalaya in January to settle the
dispute in six of the 12 areas of difference, an official
said on Friday.

Meghalaya Chief Minister Conrad K Sangma and
his Assam counterpart Himanta Biswa Sarma, along
with senior officials of the two North-eastern neigh-
bours, were asked to be in the national Capital for the
meeting. "We have received a formal communication
from the MHA about the meeting on finalising the bor-
der agreement on March 29 in New Delhi. The CMs
and border committee officials of both states have been
asked to be prepared for the tripartite meeting," an offi-
cial of the Meghalaya Chief Minister's Office here told
PTI. The meeting was earlier scheduled to
be held on March 27 but it was postponed by two
days.

The chief ministers of Meghalaya and Assam signed
a memorandum of understanding at Guwahati on
January 29 to resolve the boundary dispute in six loca-
tions – Tarabari, Gizang, Hahim, Boklapara, Khanapara-
Pillangkata and Ratacherra – in the first phase. It was
then sent to the MHA for 
examination. 
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The Muzaffarnagar police arrested 10 persons,
including two minors, for allegedly gang-raping

a 23-year-old married woman while she was on her
way to her in-laws' house along with her husband.

The accused had also thrashed the couple before
tying the husband with a tree and raping the victim.

“On the basis of information, we caught 10 per-
sons and the gang-rape survivor and her husband iden-
tified all of them. Among the arrested persons, eight
are adults and they were produced before the court
which sent them to judicial custody. The minors were
produced before the Juvenile Justice Board which sent
them to a correction home,” said a police officer on
Friday.

The police have decided to invoke the National
Security Act against the accused.

The victim’s husband works as a labourer in
Ghaziabad. The couple along with their daughter had
come to Muzaffarnagar last Tuesday to meet their fam-
ily members.

According to the police, on Tuesday morning, the
couple and their daughter had gone to the man's ances-
tral home in Muzaffarnagar. After staying there for
some time, the couple left to meet the woman's fam-
ily members living barely a few kilometres away. 

New Delhi : The Lok Sabha on Friday
passed the Finance Bill, which gives
effect to new taxation, thus complet-
ing the budgetary exercise for 2022-
23 fiscal. The House accepted 39 offi-
cial amendments moved by Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman and
rejected the amendments proposed by
the opposition by voice vote. 

Replying to a discussion on the
Finance Bill, Sitharaman said India
was probably the only country that did
not resort to new taxes to fund the
recovery of the economy hit by the
Covid pandemic. 

She said that according to an
OECD report, as many as 32 countries
have increased the tax rates after the
pandemic. "Instead, we put more
money where multiplier effect would
be maximum," she said while referring
to the Budget's focus on raising capi-
tal expenditure.  The Budget 2022-23
raised Capex by 35.4 per cent to Rs 7.5
lakh crore to continue the public
investment-led recovery of the pan-
demic battered economy.  

Observing that the Modi govern-
ment believes in lowering taxes, she
said the reduction in corporate tax has
"helped the economy, Government and
companies, and we are seeing the
progress". She said �7.3 lakh crore has
been collected as corporate tax so far
this fiscal. The number of taxpayers has
increased to 9.1 crore from 5 crore a
few years back, she said, adding the
government is taking steps to widen
the tax base and the faceless assessment
has been received well by the people. 

Responding to the concerns
expressed by members on imposing
customs duty on umbrella, she said it
was done to encourage domestic man-
ufacturing by MSMEs. She further said
that IFSC in Gujarat is making steady
progress, and several global funds and
insurance companies are setting up
offices at the International Financial
Services Centre in Gujarat
International Finance Tec-City (GIFT). 

Initiating the debate Congress
MP Gaurav Gogoi expressed concerns
on frequent hike in fuel prices and tax-
ation on unregulated virtual digital
assets and crypto currencies.  He said
the Government is still sending mixed
signals on virtual digital assets, and
asserted there should be clarity on the
definition of crypto.    It is not clear if
it is an asset, currency or something
that can be speculated upon, he said. 

Gogoi further said that the
Government should take a view on this
so that virtual digital assets do not

become a preferred route for money
laundering, drug smuggling or crime.
"I expect the policy to come out
sooner than later...Crypto is a risk at
the moment," he said. On fuel price
hike, Gogoi said it has been increased
for the third time in one week and
added the government should main-
tain status quo to provide relief to com-
mon people who have just come out
from the third wave of Covid-19. 

"They need a chance to conduct
their businesses in a free and fair
atmosphere, not always under the bur-
den of high inflation and high fuel
prices. And it is a bit ironic as to the
answer that the Government or its
spokespersons are giving on fuel
prices, they are saying that the fuel
prices are bound to happen (increase)
because of the conflict in Ukraine," he
said. 

Countering the Opposition, BJP
MP NIshikant Dubey said economy is
recovering and pointing out the
increased figures in exports. Dubey hit
out at the previous UPA Government
for issuing oil bonds to soften the
impact of the high international crude
prices. 

"These oil bonds carried an inter-
est rate ranging from 6.35 per cent to
8.4 per cent. The government had to
pay � 40,000 crore as interest on these
oil bonds," Dubey said, adding that all
big businessmen with a net worth of
�5,000 crore and more benefited
from this. 

Supriya Sule of the NCP demand-
ed a ban on crypto, saying various
committee have suggested so.  She
questioned the imposition of 30 per
cent tax on capital gain out of virtual
digital assets even when there is no
legislation on that.  Danish Ali (BSP)
said the Government should clarify its
position on crypto currency if it is legal
or not.  On the promise of doubling
of farmers' income, Ali said the
Government should inform if it has
been achieved. Forget about doubling
of income, Ali said, instead the cost of
farming has increased significantly. 

Aparupa Poddar (TMC) said the
government talks about increasing
GDP which means Gas, diesel and
Petrol (prices). She also sought to
know the quantum of black money
reduced because of demonetisation.
Appreciating the Finance Minister for
presenting a “well-balanced” Finance
Bill, N K Premchandran (RSP) said it
is right time for the review of Goods
and Services Tax (GST) given the
complexities involved.
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Former Commissioner of Police of
Kanpur Nagar, Asim Arun, made a

tryst with history by becoming the first
direct Indian Police Services officer to
find a place in the Council of Ministers
of Uttar Pradesh. Arun was sworn in as
a Minister of State with independent
charge in the Yogi Adityanath
Government’s council of Ministers
which assumed charge for a second con-
secutive term in Lucknow on Friday.

Arun is the second Dalit (Jatav) offi-
cer of the elite IPS cadre who was given
prominence by the Bharatiya Janata
Party and made a minister.

Earlier, Arun’s mentor and former
UP DGP Brij Lal, also a Dalit officer, had
joined the BJP soon after his retirement
and was made a Rajya Sabha member
by the saffron outfit. In 1996 too, a police
sub-inspector, Satya Pal Singh Baghel,
had quit his job to join politics and went
on to become a four-time MP. He first
joined the Samajwadi Party, then
switched over to Bahujan Samaj Party
before finally shifting to the BJP and
becoming a Union Minister in the
Narendra Modi Government.

He also contested the recent assem-
bly election against SP chief Akhilesh
Yadav from Karhal seat (Mainpuri) but

got a drubbing.
Like Arun, another 1980 batch IPS

officer and former Mumbai Police
Commissioner, Satya Pal Singh, had
opted for voluntary retirement and is a
two-time MP from Baghpat and finds
a place in the Modi council of ministers
at the Centre.

Earlier, SP leader Ahmed Hassan,
who recently passed away, had also
served the UP Police before taking a
plunge into politics. He was promoted
to the Indian Police Services (IPS) cadre
from Provincial Police Services (PPS)
cadre. Hassan too served as cabinet min-
ister in the SP government and was
leader of the opposition in the UP
Legislative Council when he breathed
his last.

However, Hassan never contested
an election and remained as member of
Council whereas Arun is the first direct
IPS officer from UP to quit services as
commissioner of police in Kanpur
Nagar and successfully win his first
assembly poll from Kannauj Sadar
constituency, defeating SP candidate
Anil Dohre by more than 6,000 votes.
Arun’s late father Shree Ram Arun also
served as a DGP in UP.

Besides Arun, another man in
khaki to don the saffron and win the
recent assembly poll from Sarojininagar

constituency of Lucknow is former
Enforcement Directorate Joint Director
Rajeshwar Singh. A PPS officer with UP
Police, Singh was tipped to be made a
minister in Yogi’s government which
ultimately did not happen.

In the last 25 years, about a dozen
police officers joined politics but most
of them failed to achieve considerable
success. Among them is 1972 batch IPS
officer SR Darapuri, who retired as
inspector general in 2003 and contest-
ed the 2004 Lok Sabha polls from
Lucknow and then again from
Robertsganj in 2014, but lost on both
occasions.

Similarly, 1991 batch deputy super-
intendent of police with Special Task
Force, Shailendra Kumar Singh, quit his
job to join the Congress and contested
the 2009 Lok Sabha polls from
Chandauli, but lost. In the 2012 assem-
bly polls, he again tried his luck but bit
the dust.

Other former IPS officers like Kush
Saurabh, Dawa Sherpa were active
politically but did not contest polls.
Interestingly, Sherpa had also resigned
from services before going to contest
polls. However, after losing the election,
since his resignation was not accepted,
he joined the services and is now ADG
(CB CID) in UP.
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In the second such attachment
made in less than a week of an

immovable property linked to the
functionaries of the Shiv Sena or
individuals close to its leaders, the
Enforcement Directorate attached
two flats and a parcel of land
worth �11.35 crore owned by influ-
ential Sena MLA Pratap Sarnaik at
Thane in an alleged money laun-
dering case relating to NSEL fraud.

On the basis of money trail,
scrutiny and identification of assets
relating to two transactions between
two firms controlled by Pratap
Sarnaik and his family members,
the ED attached two flats and a par-
cel of land worth �11.35 crore
owned by Sarnaik under the pro-
visions of Prevention of Money
Laundering Act, 2002.

On his part, Sarnaik said he
would soon move the court to clar-
ify his position in the matter and
would fully cooperate with the ED

as he had done in the past.
Forty-six-year-old Pratap

Sarnaik is a three-time MLA from
Ovala-Majiwada constituency in
Mumbai's satellite city of Thane and
is the Chairman of Vihang Group
of Companies with interests in
varied sectors. 

Talking to media persons after
the ED attached his properties,
Sarnaik said: “This  (matters relat-
ing to him in the investigation by
the ED) has been going on ever
since I moved against (actress)
Kangana Ranaut and journalist
Arnab Goswami last year… I have
full faith in the judiciary”.

The attachment of properties
worth Rs 11.35 crore came on the
heels of the ED attaching � 6.45
crore-worth immovable properties
belonging to a company owned by
Maharashtra chief minister Uddhav
Thackeray’s brother-in-law
Shridhar Madhav Patankar at
Thane an alleged money launder-
ing case on March 22, 2022.

The attachment of Sarnaik’s
properties by the ED worth �11.35
crore  were made as part of a money
laundering investigation initiated by
it on the basis of an FIR registered
on September 30, 2013 registered by
Economic Offence Wing, Mumbai
Police against the directors of the
National Spot Exchange Limited
(NSEL), key officials of NSEL and
25 defaulters of NSEL and others.

“In this case, accused persons
hatched a criminal conspiracy to
defraud the investors, induced
them to trade on the platform of
NSEL, created forged documents
like bogus warehouse receipts, fal-

sified the accounts and thereby
committed criminal breach of trust
in respect �5,600 Crore of approx-
imately 13,000 investors,” the ED
said in its 
statement.

The ED said that the investi-
gations had revealed that the money
collected from various investors
were diverted by borrowers/trading
members of NSEL for other activ-
ities like investment into real estate,
repayment of outstanding debts and
other activities.

According to the ED, one
Aastha Group consisting one of the
defaulting members of NSEL has
liability of �242.66 crore towards
NSEL. Aastha Group had diverted
�21.74 crore of M/s Vihang Aastha
Housing Projects LLP in the peri-
od of 2012-13.

Out of �21.74 crore received by
M/s Vihang Aastha Housing
Projects LLP, �11.35 crore was
transferred to M/s Vihang
Enterprises & M/s Vihang

Infrastructure Pvt. Limited, both of
which are controlled by Pratap
Sarnaik and his family members.

“On the basis of money trail,
scrutiny and identification assets
consisting of 02 flats and a parcel
of land in Thane, Maharashtra
amounting to total �11.35 crore
held by Pratap Sarnaik, valued at
�11.35 crore have been provision-
ally attached under PMLA, 2002,”
the ED said in its statement.

The ED said that the remaining
amount of �10.50 crore originating
from Aastha Group was paid to one
Yogesh Deshmukh. This amount of
�10.50 crore had already been
attached under PMLA and the
same has been confirmed by the
Adjudicating Authority
(PMLA).

Earlier in this case assets
amounting to �3,242.67 Crore have
been attached. The value of total
attached assets in this case now
stands at �3,254.02 crore. Further
investigation is under progress.

(-��������
���	���,5����	���3
��

��
�
�
���������������
����
��
	�������

2

�
������	�?
���&�"����������������+������	�����+�	��

&����
��	�
��
)'������4
�	����
"
�	�����;!

#�!�"+��7

�
�$�		��������
���7����
�+���������'����
�

Gandhinagar: Several Gujarat
Congress leaders, including
state unit president Jagdish
Thakor, were detained by
police on Friday as they tried
to march towards the Assembly
complex to register their protest
against the proposed Par-Tapi-
Narmada river link project,
which it claimed will displace
tribal residents of the region.

Before the police detained
around 80 Congress workers
and leaders from Satyagrah
Chhavni ground in sector 6,
some15 Congress MLAs staged
a walk out on the same issue
just minutes before the House
proceedings ended for the day.
Hundreds of tribals had gath-
ered for the 'Adivasi Satyagrah',
a rally organised by the
Congress to raise issues con-
cerning tribals and to protest
against the dams proposed to
be constructed on Par river in
south Gujarat as part of the
Union government's river link
project, said Gujarat Congress
spokesperson Manish Doshi.

When the Congress work-
ers and leaders started march-
ing towards the Assembly on
the appeal of Jagdish Thakor,
police swung into action and
detained nearly 80 protestors,
including Thakor, Gujarat
Congress in-charge Dr. Raghu
Sharma, state working presi-
dent Hardik Patel, Leader of
Opposition Sukhram Rathva,
former LoP Paresh Dhanani
and former state unit president
Amit Chavda among others.

"We have detained near-
ly 80 protestors as police did
not give any permission to the
organisers to hold this foot
march. We will release them
after completing legal proce-
dures," said Gandhinagar
Range Inspector General
Abhay Chudasama.

During the day's discus-
sion on budgetary demands for
the Tribal Development
Department, Congress MLAs
came down heavily on  the rul-
ing BJP. PTI
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Hitting back at the Opposition
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)

for its “perverted” efforts to “defame”
his family members and the ruling
MVA leaders, Maharashtra Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray on
Friday dared the BJP to put him
behind the bars if it was desperate to
come to power in the state.

Replying to a debate in the State
Assembly on a resolution tabled on
the last day of the budget session,
Uddhav said: “The BJP is conduct-
ing itself in a perverted manner by
defaming our families. Just because
you want power, you are trying to
defame our family members under
tension by defaming them. I would
like to tell you ( BJP leaders): If you
want to come with me, I am prepared
to come with you not for sharing
power but to facilitate you to put me
behind the bars”.

Coming down heavily on the
Modi government’s for “misusing”
the ED and other agencies against his
family members and other MVA
leaders, the chief minister said: “If
you (BJP) want to put in me in trou-
ble, deal with me directly. But, why
are you targeting my family mem-
bers? Have we ever tired defame your
family members? Have we ever tried
to wash dirty linen in matters relat-
ing to your family members?”.

“You must remember how late

Sena chief Bal Thackeray saved all
those leaders from your party diffi-
cult situations in the past. Will these
leaders have any explanation to offer
to late Thackeray when they die..
Please do not Shiv Sainiks’ houses,”
an emotional Uddhav said.

In his vicious criticism of the BJP,
Uddhav indirectly held the
Opposition responsible for
Maharashtra Governor Bhagat Singh
Koshyari cutting short his address to
the joint sitting of the both the House
of Maharashtra Legislature on the
first budget session. 

“I am unhappy that the
Governor could not deliver his
address at the joint sitting of the two
Houses. I am also unhappy that the
Governor left the hall without wait-
ing for the national anthem to get
over. No person holding such a
high position would have faced such
a humiliation as the Governor faced,”
the chief minister said.

“The Governor’s constitutional
post. The Opposition parties go on
many ocasions to him with their
complaints. They enjoy that right. At
the same time, they need to follow
traditions and practices of the state.
The Governor was to speak about the
various works done by our govern-
ment but some people did not allow
him to deliver his joint address,”
Uddhav said, as he laid the blame at
the BJP’s for the Governor’s failure
to deliver his speech.

Mumbai: Charging that
Maharashtra had “zero governance”,
former Chief Minister and current
Leader of the Opposition in the State
Assembly Devendra Fadnavis on
Friday likened Maharashtra Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray to
Roman Emperor Nero.

Alluding to the much-used his-
tory-related expression “Nero fid-
dled when Rome burned”, Fadnavis
took a pot shot at the Chief Minister
by saying:: “When Rome was burn-
ing….Nero was playing ‘pungi’….or
whatever that is …bansuri…”

Talking to media persons after
the end of the budget session of the
State Legislature, Fadnavis con-
tended that Maharashtra lacked
governance “Tell me where is gov-
ernance in Maharashtra…it is zero,”
he said.

Dismissing Uddhav’s challenge
that he be put behind the bars,
Fadnavis said: “Does it happen that
way? Tomorrow deputy chief min-
ister Ajit Pawar would say the
same…it does not happen that way.
The investigating agencies take
action only when there is evidence
and only against whom there is evi-
dence,” he said.

Slamming the chief minister for
defending jailed minister Nawab
Malik, Fadnavis said: “ We crusad-
ed for the resignation of tainted
minister Nawab Malik. But it is
unfortunate that the chief minister
defends a leader ( Malik) who has
links with Dawood Ibrahim and
who took money from Dawood’s sis-
ter Haseena Parkar,” Fadnavis 
said. 

—PNS
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posed to be the touchstone on
which the worth of political
ideologies ought to be judged.
Most students of political sci-
ence would relate the concept
to the West, the term having
first emerged in the UK dur-
ing World War II. It has since
been used much more broad-
ly to describe systems of social
welfare that have developed
since the 19th century. The
original promise of a welfare
State covered every citizen
regardless of income. It offered
nothing less than cradle-to-
grave welfare. That was the
great promise dangled before
the British electorate in 1945.

But a welfarist society is
the traditional concept that
has been rooted in India since
time immemorial. One need
look no farther than the
countless langars in our
gurudwaras and bhandaras
in temples. Apart from feed-
ing the poor, the meals were
willingly donated by the
rich/well-to-do. It is therefore
a voluntary transfer of wealth
from the rich to the needy
individual. This is unlike the
European method of taxing
the rich at high rates. Taxing
public money for the suppos-
edly noble purpose of spend-
ing the proceeds on the poor
is a dubious idea, as no effec-

tive mechanism for ensuring
the delivery of taxed wealth to
its intended beneficiaries has
been developed.

Regimes and countries
that have met with collapse in
trying to enforce this system
fill textbooks. Late Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi had
once said that out of every
�100 allocated for the welfare
of the poor, only �15 actual-
ly reached them. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi is
acutely aware of this reality
and has been insistent on
direct delivery to the intend-
ed beneficiaries. Another
Indian reality has been the
demand for at least one toilet
per family. This need was
more acute for orthodox
Muslim women, who could
not expose their faces outside
their homes, which would
have been inevitable during
the daytime. Scholars might
reject this point as unneces-
sary in the context of ideol-
ogy. We in India question the
use of ideology, which does
not include every citizen’s
comfort as essential.
Thousands of pages of
Marxist and socialist ideolo-
gy are useful, but ineffective
for a leader to make a
promise to his electorate.

One particular allegation

has been that the BJP polaris-
es the electorate. Would any-
body believe that the party is
a club of wastrels who polarise
Hindus and Muslims without
rhyme or reason? Yogi
Adityanath got only nine votes
in a particular pocket in his
constituency. In other words,
his party is not popular among
Muslims everywhere. By
polarising or doing anything
against Muslims, the BJP
would lose whatever little sup-
port it gets from the commu-
nity, whether men or women.
This would apply equally to
Mahadalits, or the most back-
ward, among the Hindus.

A new theory is current
that traditional electoral
democracy has been vitiated
by the ruling party to the
extent that it is coming in the
way of the all-important con-
stitutional democracy. The
problem before us is to
research what constitutional
democracy is, as distinct from
electoral. I can only think of
the Greek concept of the three
classes, of which only the
uppermost mattered. I wonder
if I am right.

(The writer is a well-
known columnist, an author
and a former member of the
Rajya Sabha. The views
expressed are personal.)
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Sir — The pollution in Delhi has
reached its worst levels again.
Unfortunately, it has earned the dubious
distinction of being the most polluted
Capital city in the world. It is a matter
of grave concern. November 8, 2017, is
a red-letter day in the history of Delhi;
the air quality index indicated pollution
levels of 999, way above the upper limit
of the worst AQI category. Let’s talk
about the causes: Carbon emission
from vehicles is tremendous and indus-
trial waste into air and water is one of
the primary reasons for air pollution,
besides various chemical factories pol-
lute the air as well as water.

Contaminated water due to industri-
al water destroys marine and organic life.
This has an awful impact as the air
becomes increasingly poisonous and
gives rise to various health issues. This
sorry development calls for immediate
attention by every State of the nation and
the entire world as human survival
faces a grave danger. Some kind of pub-
lic awareness programme must be
launched and general public should be
involved in fighting this man-created
menace. More trees should be planted.
All this will require great political will
and zeal and I am of the view that all par-
ties lack it. 

Poonam Boyat | Ujjain
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Sir — Currently, as the Russian-Ukraine
war rages and the world is in turmoil, our
foreign policy is also facing a difficult test.
Many countries are not tired of praising
India’s foreign policy. Keeping itself bal-
anced between two superpowers, it has
been successful in maintaining not only
commercial but also political relations. As
a developing nation, India’s policy has
always been of non-violence, cooperation
and harmony. It has always strived to cre-
ate an independent foreign policy and
self-reliant image, so India’s foreign pol-
icy has been the biggest nurturer of non-
alignment and co-existence.

But it must be appreciated that the

success of our country’s foreign policy is
that India is still not included in any
group; it remains constant on peace, har-
mony and co-existence. In fact, India’s
foreign policy is a reflection of our civil-
isation, culture and political traditions,
in which great thinkers like Kautilya are
on the same page as Ashoka’s theory of
peace and equality, Gandhi’s philosophy
and Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam. Even
America clearly understands that this
new India is not going to back down from
its principles and its interests. We need
to be cautious and strengthen our foreign
policy for our national interests.

Devanand Roy | Delhi
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Sir —  US President Joe Biden suffered
knocking knees and chattering teeth
when India and China were almost on
verge of the largest military conflagration
since World War II in Ladakh. Even
today, the countries are in eyeball-to-eye-
ball confrontation with 1,00,000 troops
each with the most modern weaponry.
The Biden Administration kept out

because of its economic interests in
China, so why should India get involved
in the Ukraine-Russia issue which,
according to Prof John Mierscheimer of
Chicago University, is of US making as
it tried to make Ukraine part of Nato and
the EU in violation of its solemn promise
to Mikhail Gorbachev in 1990 that these
groupings would not expand to cover the
erstwhile Warsaw Pact countries. 

Among the Quad members, with the
possible exception of India being some-
what “shaky” in part, Japan has been
extremely strong — and so has Australia
— in terms of dealing with Putin’s
aggression. So the US President essen-
tially said the countries that align with
the policy of the US are “strong” and
those with an independent foreign pol-
icy are “shaky”. The only advantage the
US and the West have is having big com-
panies and institutions of the world order
in their basket, nothing else.

Ganapathi Bhat | Akola

. 5 . ( + � * / ! 2 � . 5 � � / � '

���2,�$�1�$�)���2%��
$�&�#��,/&��4��� ��������

I 3������ �%������

I ��"��-���/&��4��� ��������4

�������������������� ����� ��!"#�!$!!

%/

"�	�������������+�!����<
��))�5')#6�#7��589:*��$4#:�

�
�����
�$
������"�*
���
��#���*
�"
!������
���
��&���
�""��# �
��  
��"� �"
!�� �
���"����
���
�����
��
��&�"�
��"
-�'�����&�
���� �-�

%+2	
2���	+
��+	��+�
2��


�
����	�:
���+	
��
���
+	���:

���
���
8		�
����	��
��

�+	��
�	�;	+:
��
8	�	���
��

��	
��	��	�
8	�	���+	�/

�����	+
����
+	���:
���
8		�
��	
�	2���
��+

��
�	���
��	
���	�
%	+
��2�:

�$  $(�  )  0$$�+ )(

���3����1)(!�+!

�
��
!���
�"
�'��
$��
���
.=��
�������
�$
���
�����
%������
���-��
(%�)*
��
#�
&�  ��
>����
%�
ABAA?/
���
���-��
��"
&���

#�&,
����
�$���
���
�������&
���"�
���
���"
�������
!�  
#�
� ����
�� �
��
2�����"����*
���
���
$��
#�-��"
��
���
���,����
�������
��
2��#��
�����/
���
��������
�$
�!�
��!
����"*
 9�1����
 �����"
 ���
 ��&,��!
�����9����"*
&����  ��
���
8����
�$
������ 
$��
���&,��
��
����
��
��C�������&�
���
�����
%������
 ���-��?"
 AB..
 � ����-
 $�����/
��� �
��'����-
���
.B
����"
����
�!�
-����"

�$
$�'�*
�
������
���!
!�"
�"��
��
�����C
����
���
-����"
���
!��
� ����
����
�&��""
���
-����"
��&�
���
�!�&�/

���
�� �
����
��
%�
�'���
!�"
�� �
��
���
.BC����
$�����
!�"
��
AB..
���
��
!�"
!��
#�
�������
�����
���-"/
�
!�  
#�
�����C
�"���-
��
"��
!��
!�  
#�
&��!���
���
>&���C
����?
��
���"
����?"
�'���/
+�������-
����*
���
 �'���
 !�  
 ��"�
 ��$�����-
 &�������"
�������
 �����
 ���-"*
 2��#��
 �����"*
�� ��
������ "*
9�1����
�����"*
�� ,���
���-��
+����"*
��&,��!
�����9����"*
%��1�#
���-"*
+�1�"����
 +��� "*
 +��� 
 ���  ��-��"
8��-� ���
���
�����"��"
������#��
����
!�  
#�
#��� ��-
$��
���
&�'����
��� �/
���&,��
��"
&������ �
&���
�$
�-�
��
����
���
���
%�
��"
#���-��
- ��D
���
�������"
������"
�$
�����
��
�'������
��'� '��/
���
!��
����"
���
��"���-
��
#��
� ����"*
��?"
!����
�
!��&�/
��������"
��� C#����-
$���"��"*
���/

�2��(+5*:*7�*:�| �������	
��

�������������������� �!��"#�$

3�����8!��4
��
�����
�	����<

Sunday, March 20, saw an
interesting debate in the
print media. The point of
discussion was whether its

resounding victory in the recent
Assembly elections would
induce the BJP to reforge its ide-
ology of governance. The
debaters have been anxious to
know whether the electoral
results were a change of
Governments or a change of
regime. The BJP’s ideology of
Hinduness has traditionally had
a connect with the soil of India.
In fact, most other political ide-
ologies the world over are ‘-isms’
based on the socio-economic
classes they sprung from, rather
than on the specific ethos of the
countries concerned. It was so
with capitalism, which has had
its roots in mercantilism.
Socialism and then of course
communism which followed it,
was conceived of by those who
believed that religion is the
“opium of the masses” and
nationalism is an instrument of
the rich exploiting class to keep
the toiling working class in
chains. In complete contrast to
all this, the BJP’s ideology and
the programmes emanating
from it are the closest to India’s
own ethos.

The advantage of an ideolo-
gy that has grown from a coun-
try’s soil is that people normal-
ly take to it like fish to water.
Those who have been influ-
enced by thinking that has orig-
inated overseas find it difficult to
digest it though. Dr BR
Ambedkar (Complete Works,
published by the Government of
Maharashtra) put this point
across lucidly. He was at the time
thinking of which faith to con-
vert to since he had decided he
would not die as a Hindu. His
quest led him to reject Islam and
Christianity because, in his
words, “they would have a dena-
tionalising effect on his people”;
those religions have been found-
ed in other countries. In the end,
he chose Buddhism because it
was born in India. Has he not
proved to be a visionary in the
decades since he made his choice
some 70 years ago?

Welfarism or a welfare State
is one of the themes in vogue in
the current milieu, and is sup-
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self in has been getting very popu-
lar among those with weaker edu-
cational aptitude. 

There is a reason why some
people love to consume history
whether in writing or in cinema
over other genres like musicals, rela-
tionship stories, comedies, social
commentary etc. They cherish the
comfort of the completed past over
the uncertain present or a possible
future. You either already know
how an event ended so there’s no
suspense in it, or at least know that
it’s of the past and that its outcome
is not now getting decided.  So, it
guarantees a passivity and a diver-
sion that a current newsreel or con-
temporary theme cannot bring.  

The past provides a sense of
familiarity and continuity, or even
security in an ever-changing world.
Someone may know next to noth-
ing of world history but can know
a lot about the history of an area of
5 km radius. They know how a
street, a locality or a campus has
come to be what it is. Who built or
occupied the earliest buildings, are
they still occupying them, who or
what arrived next, who were the
first doctors or chemist stores,
which was the first bank, or bou-
tique, or gym.

They like to associate and iden-
tify with the continuing history of
something larger than themselves
or their family - a colony, a com-
munity or a city. 

With the explosion of social
media, there is now a ready mar-
ket for new cultural products - short
films, poems, booklets, blogs, photo
albums, interviews - that can pro-

vide this comfort fodder, this com-
munity binding material that
evokes common reminiscences,
shared nostalgia and establishes a
ready heritage. 

Then there are the few grand
historians who’ve looked at longer
arcs of history and at causes that
brought about shifts in power or
economic change and who analyse
how communities or nations flour-
ish or decline. 

Today, whether it’s a common-
man historian or an academically
proficient historiographer or a
party propagandist or a seasoned
journalist, they are all quite unlike
the official court historians of ear-
lier centuries. However, their posi-
tion is like that of a commissioned
portrait photographer - they feel an
audience pressure to make a person
or specific group of people look
really good, and to deflect attention
from unflattering features.  

Our consumption of history,
whether through an Amar Chitra
Katha illustrated book, a TV seri-
al, a book by Percival Spear or
Manu S Pillai, or a dramatised film
does leave us with a learning or two,
and leaves some emotional impact.
To estimate how much, we have to
consider three axes: where - near-
by or faraway, smaller radius or a
larger area; when - recently or long
ago, lasting an hour or a decade;
and what - an achievement or a
calamity, a crisis or an adventure. 

It’s been rightly observed that
there are macro level insights that
can be obtained when we pay close
attention at a micro level, which is
readily accessible to every one of us

- our own day-to-day experience.
Some of us keep an account of our
own days in a diary. Now, would
one tend to be candid in a mostly
private diary or be so deluded as to
continually compliment themselves
on everything and depict their
average day as a splendid triumph
over dread foes?  What is the tex-
ture of our daily living - is it per-
vaded mainly by cordiality or are
there frequent bouts of hostile feel-
ings? 

In a sense, one’s daily battle
against inertia, vices, petty diver-
sions, self-doubt, cynicism and
negative emotions like suspicion and
anger is worth recording and in fact
statistically, it is this psychological
see-saw that aggregates into the
amity or hostility, accommodation
or intolerance, optimism or despair,
affirmation or shame, integrity or
corruption that hovers as a cultur-
al cloud at the societal level. 

Writing out a concise history of
one’s day or week is a way to
become self-aware of how we
respond to people and events
around us. It is a practical way of
developing a sense of personal his-
tory. Actually, the history of insti-
tutions, of communities, etc., is
reflective of what their members did
or did not do during a given
tenure. Not only that, it will also be
about how during an inner strug-
gle between many emotions, the
ones most relevant to the best
possible future are the ones we
choose to accord the most amount
of time and our attention. 

That way, some of the future
can indeed be of our scripting.
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(The writer is a 
creative director, 

advertising faculty, 
and an amateur 

epistemologist.The views
expressed are personal.)

Russian troops are stalled
for the third week outside
most of the major cities of

eastern and central Ukraine, but
they have failed to surround and
cut off any of them except
Mariupol, the big port on the
Black Sea that has become the
Ukrainian ‘Stalingrad’. Indeed,
Ukrainian counter-attacks are
driving the Russians back some
distance in a few places.

This has come as such a sur-
prise to most foreign observers
(who expected Ukraine’s army to
crumble quickly before the
greater numbers and firepower
of the Russians) that some have
now swung to the other extreme.
I have seen three think-pieces
this week urging Ukraine or
NATO or somebody to start
building an off-ramp for
Vladimir Putin.

The thinking is that the

Russian army cannot win, but
the Russian dictator cannot
afford to be seen to lose.
Therefore, it’s the other side’s
responsibility to create a ‘golden
bridge’ across which Putin can
retreat without admitting defeat
and losing face. (The phrase
comes from Sun Tzu’s ‘Art of
War’, written 2,500 years ago.)

It may come to that in the
end, but the pundits are getting
ahead of themselves. The
Russians have not lost the war
yet; they have just failed to win
it quickly and cheaply. Indeed,
with around 10,000 Russian
soldiers dead already they have
failed quite spectacularly.

If the problem is just logis-
tics, it can be sorted out in time.
It might take another week or
even a month, but Ukraine is
not going anywhere; there’s no
particular hurry to conquer it.

However, it’s a whole different
game if the real problem with
the Russian troops is morale.

Street-fighting eats up
troops like no other military
operation, so the Russian reluc-
tance to launch a full-scale
ground attack on big cities like
Kyiv, Kharkiv and Odesa is
understandable. But the alterna-
tive of just standing back and

smashing the cities to dust with
artillery is always available, and
it worked well enough for Putin
in Grozny and Aleppo.

Maybe Putin still intends to
do that, and his generals are just
waiting for more shells and
rockets to arrive. But if neither
kind of attack on the cities
occurs in the next week or so,
then we can assume that the

problem is not just logistical. It
is also about the reluctance of
Russian soldiers to destroy the
big Ukrainian cities, or maybe
even to fight any more at all.

There have been stray
reports of Russian units refus-
ing to fight already, but that
may just be Ukrainian propa-
ganda. Yet it could also be true,
because the soldiers will know
by now that they are in Ukraine
as invaders, not as friends,
and that will be a very uncom-
fortable feeling.

A majority of adults in
Ukraine speak Russian well
enough to make their feelings
known to the invaders in per-
son and in considerable detail,
so the Russian soldiers will not
be fooled by the official propa-
ganda that still misleads their
friends and family back home.
They will feel that they have

been lied to by their own
authorities.

The Russian army’s supply
system has been managed so
badly that the soldiers have had
to spend much of their time ‘liv-
ing off the land’, which actual-
ly means stealing, buying or
begging food and water from
the local Ukrainian popula-
tion, so they will be feeling
nothing but contempt for their
own leaders.

Their own mobile phones
were confiscated by their offi-
cers at the border, but their more
enterprising comrades will have
acquired Ukrainian ones by
now, so they will know what is
actually happening elsewhere
almost at once, including any
outbreaks of disobedience by
Russian troops.

Armies do sometimes just
melt away, or at least cease to

function as military hierarchies.
I’m not confidently predicting
that this is going to happen to
the Russian army in Ukraine,
but it’s certainly the ideal 
conditions to breed that sort of
collapse.

So the Ukrainians should
(and probably will) wait a while
longer and see if the Russian
army really does fall apart. 

If it doesn’t and the Russian
bombardment really starts
wrecking the big cities, then wait
longer, because in the end they
will have to send their troops in
to occupy them. If they refuse
that order, then you have won.

If they obey it, then you
have lost the conventional war.
Send President Volodymyr
Zelensky abroad to lead the gov-
ernment-in-exile if he’s still
alive, and start planning the
guerrilla war of resistance. 
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(Gwynne Dyer’s new 
book is ‘The Shortest History
of War’. The views expressed

are personal.)
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6�8�9���!(�!( In the 1970s, cricketing meant inter-
national Test series. Three-day match-
es between visiting sides and Ranji
zonal teams were also part of an India

tour. Then, the 50-over match, the day-
and-night match, and eventually the T20
came about. 

Back then, cricket fans in India would
follow matches involving Somerset,
Northamptonshire, etc., as top Indian play-
ers took part in the English leagues. No one
then might have imagined that the world’s
star cricketers would flock to be among the
ten teams in an Indian league. Far fewer
Test games are played than T20 tourna-
ment matches. 

When Conan Doyle and J.M.Barrie
were playing the game, or for that matter
even when Vijay Hazare captained the
Indian team to its first ever Test win, no
one imagined how the formats and skills
would evolve, to the greater benefit of a
much larger global audience. 

On the contrary, consider a pack of
playing cards. Printers still follow an out-
moded convention without any redesign.
Obsolete symbols such as K and Q and J
ought to have given way long ago to
Councillor, Mayor, Judge and Governor.
The French Revolution of 1789 was a land-
mark event that heralded the era of the cit-
izen and dusted out the monarchy. Yet, in
many parts of the world, there’s a slowness
in adopting the egalitarian language of cit-
izens. In fact, some political parties choose
to signal a continuity with medieval
dynasties and past insignia of power to
demand a cultural allegiance from the pre-
sent generation.

Rather than economic history or tech-
nological history, it is political history that
is framed and projected as a means of
wielding power over people. By control-
ling the prevalent social view of the pre-
sent so that it appears less amenable to the
aspirations of the lowly placed, the spirit
of a democracy can be stifled.

The invention of the printing press, the
electric bulb, the airplane, the telephone,
digital photography, have all redefined
human capacities in a profound way. They
will shape our future more than many tra-
ditional concepts will. And yet, there will
be people who direct our attention to old
mythologies, primitive frameworks of
understanding, and fetishize ‘ancient mar-
vels’ at a time when many young people
of today are themselves creating innova-
tive solutions, working with advanced
methods, and apply a global understand-
ing than a regional or monocultural one. 

Now there are ways and ways in which
we can relate to history. It can serve as
knowledge that informs our current and
future practice and policy without entire-
ly determining it. Or history can get fed
to an upcoming generation as an inheri-
tance - on its own, a wealth to revel in -
which can preclude the need to acquire any
glory for themselves in the future through
talent and effort. This latter type of shiny
armour to readily strap on and preen one-
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Aleaked document indicates
that China could boost its

military presence in the
Solomon Islands — including
with ship visits — in a devel-
opment that is raising alarm in
nearby Australia and beyond. 

The Solomon Islands
revealed on Thursday it had
signed a policing cooperation
agreement with China. But
more concerning to Australia
was the draft text of a broader
security arrangement that was
leaked online. 

Under the terms of the
draft agreement, China could
send police, military personnel,
and other armed forces to the
Solomons "to assist in main-
taining social order" and for a
variety of other reasons. 

It could also send ships to
the islands for stopovers and to
replenish supplies.

The draft agreement stip-
ulates that China would need
to sign off on any information
that's released about joint secu-
rity arrangements, including at
media briefings. 

Without directly address-
ing the content of the draft
agreement, Australia's
Department of Foreign Affairs
and Trade issued a statement
saying "We would be con-
cerned by any actions that
destabilize the security of our
region." 

The department said that
after riots last year in the
Solomon Islands' capital,
Honiara, Australia and its
neighbors had been able to
send security assistance "with-
out the need for external sup-
port." 

"Pacific Island nations have

the right to make sovereign
decisions," the department said.
"Australia's cooperation with
our Pacific family is focused on
the economic prosperity, secu-
rity and development of our
region." 

New Zealand said it
planned to raise its concerns
about the document with both
the Solomon Islands and
China.

"If genuine, this agreement
would be very concerning,"
Foreign Minister Nanaia
Mahuta said. "Such agreements
will always be the right of any
sovereign country to enter into;
however, developments within
this purported agreement
could destabilize the current
institutions and arrangements
that have long underpinned the
Pacific region's security."
Questioned about the agree-
ment, China's Foreign Ministry
said Beijing and the Solomons
"conducted normal law
enforcement and security
cooperation on the basis of
equal treatment and win-win

cooperation." 
"This is in line with the

international law and interna-
tional practice, conducive to
maintaining social order in
the Solomon Islands and pro-
moting peace and stability in
the region, and helpful to
enhance common interests of
China and the Solomon
Islands, as well as all countries
in the region," ministry
spokesperson Wang Wenbin
told reporters at a daily brief-
ing on Friday. 

Wang referenced China's
previous support for the
Solomons in handling riots
and "maintaining stability," but
did not cite the agreement
directly. Referring to Australia,
he said China hoped "the rel-
evant party will see this objec-
tively and calmly, and refrain
from overinterpreting it." "It is
irresponsible and unhelpful
for regional stability and devel-
opment 

that the individual
Australian official hyped the
fallacy of China's so-called

coercion and deliberately cre-
ated tensions," Wang said. 

Anna Powles, a senior lec-
turer in international security
at New Zealand's Massey
University, said Australia, New
Zealand and the U.S. Would all
be "very concerned" about the
draft agreement, which was
ambitious on China's part.

Powles said it would be
interesting to know what kind
of goods China might want to
send to the Solomons to service
its ships, and whether there was
the potential for mission creep
in the future, like China devel-
oping a naval base. 

She said she was concerned
China was trying to direct the
political narrative by control-
ling what information could be
publicly released.

A lot of the wording in the
draft agreement was vague,
Powles said, including exactly
what type of military and para-
military forces that China
might send to the Solomons.
She said it was either clumsily
worded or deliberately opaque.

It was not immediately
clear when the security agree-
ment might be finalized, signed
or go into effect. 

The Solomon Islands,
home to about 700,000 people,
in 2019 switched its diplomat-
ic allegiance from Taiwan to
Beijing, which was a con-
tributing factor to last year's
riots. Last month the US
announced plans to open an
embassy in the Solomon
Islands, laying out in unusual-
ly blunt terms a plan to increase
its influence in the South
Pacific nation before China
becomes "strongly embedded." 

The US previously operat-
ed an embassy in the Solomons
for five years before closing it
in 1993. Since then, US diplo-
mats from neighbouring Papua
New Guinea have been accred-
ited to the Solomons, which has
a US consular agency.

A news release from the
Solomon Islands government
on its new policing agreement
with China revealed few details.
The statement said the agree-
ment had been signed in a vir-
tual meeting between China's
Wang Xiaohong, an executive
vice minister, and Solomon
Islands Police Minister
Anthony Veke.

Wang said in the release
that since the Solomon Islands
began diplomatically recog-
nizing China, "the bilateral
relations have developed rapid-
ly and achieved fruitful results"
and that China was ready to
"advance practical cooperation
in police and law enforce-
ment." Veke, meanwhile, said
the Solomon Islands govern-
ment attached great impor-
tance to its relationship with
China.
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Japanese parliament on Friday
approved a new agreement

with the United States, endors-
ing its government spending
exceeding one trillion yen
(USD8 billion) for hosting US
troops as the two sides
strengthen their military
alliance in the face of growing
threat from China and North
Korea in the region.

The 1.05 trillion yen
(USD8.6 billion) host nation
support budget covers the pur-
chase of advanced arsenals
used in their joint military
exercises, as well as utilities and
facilities used by the US troops
and their Japanese employees
working on American bases in
the country through March
2027.

The upcoming five-year
budget includes a new funding
category of up to 20 billion yen
(USD164 million) for the pur-
chase of advanced virtual com-
bat training systems for joint
exercises between the two
forces.

The roughly 200 billion
yen (USD1.6 billion) for the
first year is included in the fis-

cal 2022 national defence bud-
get - a record 5.4 trillion yen
(USD44 billion) - beginning in
April.

Japan's government now
describes the host-nation sup-
port budget as necessary for
strengthening the alliance,
rather than for "kindness" as it
used to be considered.

Japan has been expanding
its defence budget and capa-
bility for about a decade and is
now revising its key national
security strategy in the face of
threats from China, North
Korea and now Russia.

Japan is especially con-
cerned about Chinese mili-
tary activity in waters in the
East China Sea surrounding the
Japanese-controlled Senkaku
islands, which Beijing also
claims and calls Diaoyu.
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The second black box of the
crashed Chinese passenger

plane has yet to be found, official
media reported on Friday, retract-
ing an earlier announcement that it
has been recovered from the crash
site.

The state-run China Daily had
reported earlier quoting the Civil Aviation
Administration of China (CAAC) that the second
black box has been recovered.

However, the daily quoted a report by the state-
run news agency Xinhua that the second black box
had not been found.

The black box could offer vital clues about the
crash in which 132 people are feared to have died.

The first black box, stated to be
the Cockpit Voice Recorder (CVR)
which was recovered earlier, is
being decoded at a laboratory in
Beijing and the data downloading
and analysis work is underway, offi-
cials said.

The second black box located
in the back of the plane was stated
to be the flight data recorder (FDR).

The flight data recorder stores information about
speed, altitude and direction, as well as pilot actions
and performance of important systems.

The data of the Cockpit Voice Recorder was
awaited keenly as China Eastern Airlines flight
MU5735 sharply dropped from an altitude of
29,100 feet to 9,075 feet in just two minutes and
15 seconds, crashing into a mountainous area.
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After more than 30 hours of
hearings, the Senate is on

track to confirm Ketanji Brown
Jackson as the first Black woman
on the Supreme Court. 

But Democrats seem
unlikely to confirm her with a
robust bipartisan vote, dashing
President Joe Biden's hopes for
a grand reset after partisan bat-
tles over other high court nom-
inees. 

On Thursday, just hours
after the hearings came to a
close, Senate Republican Leader
Mitch McConnell announced
he will vote against Jackson's
confirmation. 

He said in a Senate floor
speech that he "cannot and will
not" support her for a lifetime
appointment. 

McConnell slammed the
liberal groups that have sup-
ported Jackson and he criticized
her for refusing to take a posi-
tion on the size of the nine-
member court, even though
that decision is ultimately up to
Congress. 

Some advocacy groups have
pushed for enlarging the court
after three justices nominated by

former President Donald
Trump cemented a 6-3 conser-
vative majority. 

McConnell also cited con-
cerns about her sentencing of
criminal defendants - a subject
that dominated much of the
four days of hearings and was
part of a coordinated GOP
effort to portray her as soft on
crime. 

His position was expected,
and does not affect Jackson's tra-
jectory to be confirmed by
mid-April. 

But the leader's quick dec-
laration could prompt many of
his fellow Republicans to follow
suit, thwarting Biden's efforts to
bring back the overwhelming
bipartisan votes  that were com-
monplace for Supreme Court
nominees when he first came to
the Senate five decades ago. 

"I think whomever I pick
will get a vote from Republican
side," Biden said after Justice
Stephen Breyer announced he
would step down from the
court this summer. As he start-
ed his search for a replacement,
the president made a point of
inviting Republican senators to
the White House to hear their
advice. 

While many GOP senators
have praised Jackson's vast expe-
rience and qualifications, it was
clear at the hearings that Biden's
outreach had little effect.

Republicans on the Senate
Judiciary Committee interro-
gated Jackson about her nine-
year record as a federal judge,
frequently interrupting her
answers. Jackson, supported by
committee Democrats, pushed
back aggressively on
Republicans who said she gave
light sentences to sex offenders,
explaining her sentencing
process in detail and telling
them "nothing could be further
from the truth."  

The focus on crime dove-
tails with an emerging GOP

theme for this year's midterm
elections and is likely to be deci-
sive for many Republican sen-
ators.  Others have brought up
separate reasons to vote against
her - from her support from lib-
eral groups to her so-called
"judicial philosophy." 

One or more Republicans
could still cast a vote for
Jackson's confirmation, but the
contentious nature of the four-
day hearings laid bare a famil-
iar partisan dynamic, seen over
years of pitched fighting over
judicial nominations.

Senate Judiciary Committee
Chairman Dick Durbin, who
has been privately lobbying
GOP colleagues to support
Jackson, said after McConnell's

announcement that it will be
"sad for our country and sad as
a commentary on where the
parties are today" if her historic
nomination is approved on a
strictly partisan vote. 

"The Republicans are test-
ing their messages for the
November election," Durbin
said. 

Durbin said he is "still hop-
ing that several Republicans - I
hope many more" will vote for
her. 

If not, Democrats can con-
firm Jackson without any GOP
support in the 50-50 Senate,
with Vice President Kamala
Harris breaking a tie.

As talk turned to the vot-
ing ahead, the Judiciary panel
held its final day of Senate
hearings Thursday with a top
lawyers' group, which said its
review found Jackson has a
"sterling" reputation and
"exceptional" competence and
is well qualified to sit on the
Supreme Court. 

"Outstanding, excellent,
superior, superb," testified Ann
Claire Williams, chair of the
American Bar Association
committee that makes recom-
mendations on federal judges. 
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Pakistan National Assembly's
crucial session on a no-trust

motion against embattled
Prime Minister Imran Khan
was adjourned on Friday with-
out tabling of the resolution,
amid vociferous protests from
opposition lawmakers.

National Assembly Speaker
Asad Qaiser said that the ses-
sion was adjourned till 4pm on
March 28 due to the demise of
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf law-
maker Khayal Zaman on
February 14.

According to Pakistan's
Parliamentary conventions, the
first sitting after the death of a
lawmaker is limited to the
prayers for the departed soul
and tributes from fellow law-
makers.Several prominent
opposition members, including
Leader of the Opposition in
National Assembly Shehbaz
Sharif, Pakistan Peoples' Party
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto-
Zardari and co-chair Asif Ali
Zardari were in the Parliament
House on Friday to participate
in the much-anticipated ses-
sion.  

As Speaker Qaiser
adjourned the session, opposi-
tion leaders started protesting,
requesting him to take up the
motion but the speaker did not
turn their microphones on and
retired to his chamber.  

The speaker said that the
decision on taking up the no-
confidence motion would be
taken in the next session.  

The voting on the resolu-
tion should be held at least
three to seven days after it has
been laid before the National
Assembly, according to rules.  

The National Assembly
Secretariat had on Thursday
issued a 15-point 'Orders of the
Day' for the NA session, which
included the no-confidence
resolution.  

Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) leader
Khawaja Asif tweeted that out
of 163 opposition lawmakers,
159 were present in the house. 

It was not clear how many
ruling Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf
(PTI) party lawmakers attend-
ed the session. 
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For the first time since tak-
ing office over two years

ago, Sri Lankan President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa on Friday
met leaders of the TNA, the
country's most prominent
Tamil political grouping, offi-
cials said.

The Tamil National
Alliance (TNA) and Rajapaksa
have failed to meet for talks
since Rajapaksa assumed office
in November 2019.

A group of TNA
Parliamentarians last month
staged a protest in front of the
Presidential Secretariat

demanding to meet the
President and discuss the issues
faced by the Tamil people in the
north and east of the island
nation.

The TNA had asked for a
meeting with Rajapaksa sever-
al times ever since he was
elected in November 2019. 

At least on two occasions,
the meeting had been cancelled
at the last minute without any
reason, the Tamil leaders had
charged at the protest.

The TNA wants the 13th
Amendment to the
Constitution to be made
"meaningful" to address the
political concerns of the Tamil

minority.
The 13th

Amendment
was the result
of the Indo-
Lanka Accord
of 1987, inked
by the then Sri
L a n k a n
President JR

Jayawardena and Indian Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi. 

It provides for devolution
of powers to the minority
Tamil community in Sri Lanka.
India has continually reaf-
firmed its commitment to pro-
tect the rights of Sri Lanka's
Tamil community through the
full implementation of the 13th
Amendment, early convening
of Provincial Council elections
and achieving reconciliation.

However, the LTTE, who
led a three-decade-long armed
campaign for a separate Tamil
homeland, rejected the 13th
Amendment, saying it offered
too little in the form of power
sharing to meet Tamil aspira-
tions for self-determination. 

Presently, the ruling Sri
Lanka People's Party's Sinhala
majority hardliners have been
advocating for a total abolition
of the island's Provincial
Council system.On Thursday,
TNA's main spokesman M A
Sumanthiran said the alliance
was planning to center talks
with Rajapaksa on the possibil-
ity of making the thirteenth
amendment more "meaningful". 
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Israel said on Friday it would
host the foreign ministers of

the United Arab Emirates,
Morocco and Bahrain during
U.S. Secretary of State Antony
Blinken's visit early next week.

The three Arab countries
normalised relations with Israel
in 2020 in the so-called
Abraham Accords. The Biden
administration welcomed those
agreements, which were con-
cluded under then-President
Donald Trump, and has
expressed interest in negotiat-
ing additional ones.

Israel's Foreign Ministry
said it would host the four top
diplomats on Sunday and
Monday, with additional details
to be provided later.

Blinken will visit Israel,
the occupied West Bank,
Morocco and Algeria starting
this weekend, as U.S.
Diplomacy faces serious tests
related to Russia's invasion of
Ukraine as well as Middle
Eastern regional issues.

In Israel, Blinken plans to
speak with Israeli officials
about their efforts to mediate
between Russia and Ukraine.
He will also update them on the
status of talks aimed at reviv-
ing Iran's nuclear deal. Efforts
to promote Israeli-Palestinian
dialogue will also be on the

agenda.
"The secretary will empha-

size to all of the foreign lead-
ers he meets that the United
States stands in solidarity with
the government and people of
Ukraine in the face of the
Kremlin's aggression," the State
Department said Thursday.

Israel was strongly opposed
to the 2015 nuclear agreement
between Iran and world pow-
ers and welcomed Trump's
decision to unilaterally with-
draw from it. 

Israel has warned against
reviving the agreement and
says it will not be bound by any
new deal.

Israel has meanwhile
walked a fine line between
Russia and Ukraine since hos-
tilities began last month.
Prime Minister Naftali
Bennett has expressed support
for the Ukrainian people but
stopped short of condemning
Russia's invasion, and in
recent weeks has served as a
mediator.
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Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi arrived here on

Friday on a three-day official
visit during which he will hold
talks with Nepal Prime Minister
Sher Bahadur Deuba and other
top leaders.

Wang, who is also a State
Councilor, is visiting
Kathmandu at the invitation of
his Nepalese counterpart
Narayan Khadka.

This is the first visit of a
high-ranking Chinese official to
Nepal since Nepali Congress
President Deuba became the
Prime Minister in July last year
for a record fifth time.

Wang, who arrived here
from New Delhi, started his trip
from Pakistan, followed by
unannounced visits to
Afghanistan and India.

During his stay in
Kathmandu, he will also call on
President Bidya Devi Bhandari,
MyRepublica newspaper
reported.The two sides are like-
ly to ink some agreements on
economic and technical assis-
tance.

Citing officials familiar
with the visit preparations, the
Kathmandu Post said that as
many as 10 agreements related
to technical and economic
assistance to Nepal are likely to
be signed during Wang's visit.
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About half the population of
the eastern city of Kharkiv

has left, and food and other
essentials are dwindling for
those who stay behind.

A line formed on Thursday
at an apartment block as neigh-
bours waited for aid from the
Red Cross.

"Among those who stayed,
there are people who can walk
on their own, but many who
cannot walk, the elderly," said
Hanna Spitsyna, who distrib-
uted the food to the sound of
explosions behind her.

Kharkiv has been under
siege by Russian forces since
the start of the invasion, with
relentless shelling that has
forced people to sleep in metro
stations and in basements.

Ukraine's government said
shelling on a group of people
awaiting aid elsewhere in the
city killed six people on
Thursday. It was not immedi-
ately possible to verify the alle-
gation.

Ukraine president presses
Biden, NATO for more aid as
war enters second month ,UN
votes to condemn Russia for
humanitarian crisis in Ukraine.

Russian stock market,
crushed by war, partially
reopens. Satellite photos from
Planet Labs PBC analysed by
The Associated Press showed
thick black smoke rising over
the port in the Ukrainian 

city of Berdyansk, with a
large ship on fire on Thursday.

The timing of the photos
correspond with what the
Ukrainian navy described as a
successful attack that saw a

Russian landing craft ferrying
armoured vehicles to the city
sink off the port.

The image also corre-
sponds to online videos pur-
portedly showing the attack at
the port in the city held by
Russia on the Sea of Azov.

Russian forces fired two
missiles on Thursday at a
Ukrainian military unit on the
outskirts of Dnipro, the fourth-
largest city in the country,
regional emergency services
said.

The strikes destroyed
buildings and set off two fires,
it said, while the number of
those killed and wounded was
still being established.

Dnipro is west of the
regions along the Russian bor-
der that have been controlled
by Russian-backed separatists
since 2014.

With the war headed into
its second month, Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy spoke of hope and
determination in his night-
time video address to the
nation on Thursday.

"It is already night. But we
are working," he said in a quiet
voice.

"The country must move
toward peace, move forward.
With every day of our defence,
we are getting closer to the
peace that we need so much.
We are getting closer to victo-
ry. … We can't stop even for a
minute. For every minute
determines our fate, our future,
whether we will live."

He reported on his con-
versations that day with lead-
ers of NATO and European
Union countries gathered in
Brussels, and their promises of
even more sanctions on Russia.

"We need to look for
peace," he said. "Russia also
needs to look for peace."

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy thanked
EU leaders for working togeth-
er to support Ukraine and
impose sanctions on Russia,
including Germany's decision
to block Russia from delivering
natural gas to Europe through
the new Nord Stream 2
pipeline.

:2��1��������������	
�1�<�����#���
�1���3

���� �:;

Ukraine has accused Moscow of forcibly tak-
ing hundreds of thousands of civilians from

shattered Ukrainian cities to Russia, where some
may be used as "hostages" to pressure Kyiv to
give up.

Lyudmyla Denisova, Ukraine's ombudsper-
son, said 402,000 people, including 84,000 chil-
dren, have been taken against their will.

The Kremlin gave nearly identical numbers
for those who have been relocated, but said they
wanted to go to Russia. 

Ukraine's rebel-controlled eastern regions
are predominantly Russian-speaking, and many
people there have supported close ties to
Moscow.

A month into the invasion, meanwhile, the
two sides traded heavy blows in what has
become a devastating war of attrition. 

Ukraine's navy said it sank a large Russian
landing ship near the port city of Berdyansk that
had been used to bring in armoured vehicles. 

Russia claimed to have taken the eastern
town of Izyum after fierce fighting.

At an emergency NATO summit in Brussels,
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
pleaded with the Western allies via video for
planes, tanks, rockets, air defense systems and
other weapons, saying his country is "defend-
ing our common values." US President Joe
Biden, in Europe for the summit and other high-
level meetings, gave assurances more aid is on
its way,  though it appeared unlikely the West
would give Zelenskyy everything he wanted, for
fear of triggering a much wider war.

Around the capital, Kyiv, and other areas,

Ukrainian defenders have fought Moscow's
ground troops to a near-stalemate, raising
fears that a frustrated Russian President Vladimir
Putin will resort to chemical, biological or
nuclear weapons.

Ukraine and Russia exchanged a total of 50
military and civilian prisoners, the largest swap
reported yet, Ukrainian Deputy Prime Minister
Iryna Vereshchuk said.

The pro-Moscow leader of Belarus,
Alexander Lukashenko, warned that Poland's
proposal to deploy a Western peacekeeping force
in Ukraine "will mean World War III." In
Chernihiv, where an airstrike this week destroyed
a crucial bridge, a city official, Olexander
Lomako, said a "humanitarian catastrophe" is
unfolding as Russian forces target food storage
places. He said about 130,000 people are left in
the besieged city, about half its prewar popula-
tion.

Russia said it will offer safe passage start-
ing Friday to 67 ships from 15 foreign countries
that are stranded in Ukrainian ports because of
the danger of shelling and mines.

Kyiv and Moscow gave conflicting accounts,
meanwhile, about the people being relocated to
Russia and whether they were going willingly
as Russia claimed - or were being coerced or lied
to. Russian Col. Gen. Mikhail Mizintsev said the
roughly 400,000 people evacuated to Russia since
the start of the military action were from the
Donetsk and Luhansk regions in eastern
Ukraine, where pro-Moscow separatists have
been fighting for control for nearly eight years.

Russian authorities said they are providing
accommodations and dispensing payments to
the evacuees.
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Hungary's Prime Minister on
Friday rejected an emo-

tional appeal from Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
to supply Ukraine with weapons
and support sanctions on
Russia's energy sector.

Prime Minister Viktor
Orban said in a video posted to
social media that Zelenskyy's
requests were "against
Hungary's interests," and 

that sanctions on Russian
energy "would mean that the
Hungarian economy would
slow down and then stop with-
in moments." 

The rejection came after
Zelenskyy on Thursday
addressed a meeting of
European Union leaders in
Brussels where he specifically
addressed Orban, who is wide-
ly considered Russian President
Vladimir Putin's closest ally in
the EU.

"Listen, Viktor, do you
know what is happening in
Mariupol?" Zelenskyy said. "I
want to be open once and for all
- you should decide for yourself,
who you are for." 
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The resignation of a senior
Russian government offi-

cial and his reported move
abroad wasn't the first volun-
tary departure of a person
from a state job since the start
of Russia's war with Ukraine,
but it certainly was one of the
most striking.

Anatoly Chubais, who was
President Vladimir Putin's
envoy to international organi-
sations on sustainable devel-
opment, is well known in
Russia. 

He held high profile posts
for nearly three decades, begin-
ning under Boris Yeltsin, the
first post-Soviet leader.

A number of public figures
have condemned the invasion
of Ukraine and left their posts
at state-run institutions and
companies, which could signal
divisions in Russia's official
ranks over the war. So far
there have been no indica-
tions that the resignations have
reached into Putin's inner cir-
cle.

The handful of departures
came as Putin blasted those
opposing his course as "scum
and traitors," which Russian
society would spit out "like a
gnat." 

Some of the high-profile
figures who have turned their
backs on the Kremlin because
of the war .On Wednesday, the
Kremlin confirmed media
reports about the resignation of
Chubais, 66, who was the archi-
tect of Yeltsin's privatization
campaign. The reports, citing
anonymous sources, said he
stepped 

down because of the war.

He hasn't publicly commented
on his resignation.

Under Yeltsin, Chubais
reportedly recommended the
administration hire Putin, a
move that was widely seen as
an important stepping stone in
Putin's career. Putin became
president of Russia in 2000,
when Yeltsin stepped down.
Chubais also was deputy prime
minister from 1994 to 1996 and
first deputy prime minister
from 1997-98. The Russian
business newspaper
Kommersant reported
Wednesday that Chubais was
seen in Istanbul this week and
ran a photo of a man resem-
bling him at a Turkish ATM.
Since the start of the invasion,
Istanbul has taken in many
Russians looking to relocate.

Arkady Dvorkovich once
served as Russia's deputy prime
minister and is currently chair-
man of the International Chess
Federation, or FIDE. He criti-
cized the war with Ukraine in
comments made to Mother
Jones magazine on March 14
and came under fire from the
Kremlin's ruling party. 

"Wars are the worst things
one might face in life. Any war.
Anywhere. 

Wars do not just kill price-
less lives. Wars kill hopes and

aspirations, freeze or destroy
relationships and connections.
Including this war," he said.

Dvorkovich added that
FIDE was "making sure there
are no official chess activities in
Russia or Belarus, and that
players are not allowed to rep-
resent Russia or Belarus in
official or rated events until the
war is over and Ukrainian play-
ers are back in chess."  FIDE
banned a top Russian player for
six months for his vocal support
of Putin and the invasion.

Two days after
Dvorkovich's comments, a top
official in the United Russia
party demanded that he be
fired as chair of the state-
backed Skolkovo Foundation.
Last week, the foundation
reported that Dvorkovich
decided to step down.

%��������
+�""���"
K���
1�#"*
��$�"�
��
"������
�,�����
!��

���� 8��9���

Ukraine's stiff resistance to
the Russian invasion,

which has turned Moscow's
advance into a grinding war of
attrition, has underscored the
importance to American allies
of the need to be prepared for
any eventuality, the top US
Army commander in the
Pacific said Friday.

Gen. Charles Flynn told
The Associated Press that the
events in Europe highlight the
need for regular training exer-
cises with partners, like the one
that just concluded between the
Royal Thai Army and the US
Army.

"The will of the Ukrainian
army, the will of their govern-
ment, the will of the resistance
is a contributing factor to what's
unfolded," said Flynn, who was
in Thailand for the end of the
exercise and for talks with mil-
itary commanders as part of a
trip meeting counterparts
throughout the region.

Following the Russian inva-
sion of Ukraine just over a
month ago, many quickly drew
comparisons to the situation

between Taiwan and China,
which claims the self-ruled
island as its own territory. 

China has stepped up its
military harassment of Taiwan
in recent years and has not
ruled out the use of force
against it, though China's
President Xi Jinping has
stressed that "peaceful reunifi-
cation" is in the best interests of
both sides.

Analysts say the situation
between Taiwan and China
does not fit a simple narrative
and that imminent military
action from China is unlikely.
But Taiwan's Defence Minister
Chiu Kuo-cheng said this week
he was considering extending
the current four-month com-
pulsory military service amid
growing concerns about ten-
sions with China, which have
been underscored by Russia's
invasion of Ukraine.

Last week, US Secretary of
the Army Christine Wormuth
suggested that American allies
in the Indo-Pacific would be
following the events in Ukraine
closely to see what lessons can
be applied in their own plan-
ning.
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President Joe Biden on Friday
is expected to announce

increased shipments of liquefied
natural gas to Europe, part of a
long-term initiative to wean
the continent off Russian ener-
gy after the invasion of Ukraine.

He plans to discuss the
issue with Ursula von der Leyen,
head of the European Union's
executive arm, shortly before
leaving for Poland, the final leg
of his four-day trip.

Earlier this week, Von der
Leyen said "we are aiming at
having a commitment for addi-
tional supplies for the next two
winters." And Jake Sullivan,
Biden's national security advis-
er, recently told reporters that
the administration wants to
quickly "surge" gas to Europe.

Russian energy is a key
source of income and political
leverage for Moscow. Almost
40% of the European Union's
natural gas comes from Russia
to heat homes, generate elec-
tricity and power industry.

After leaving Brussels,
Biden travels to Rzeszów in
Poland, where U.S. Troops are
based roughly an hour's drive
from the Ukrainian border.

He'll get a briefing on the
humanitarian response to the
refugees streaming out of
Ukraine and those still suffering
inside the country. And Biden
will meet with U.S. Service
members from the 82nd
A i r b o r n e
Division, who
serve alongside
Polish troops.

Biden is then
expected to con-
tinue on to
Warsaw, where he
will meet with
Polish President
Andrzej Duda on
Saturday.

B e f o r e
returning to
Washington, the
White House said,
Biden will give an
address "on the
united efforts of
the free world to
support the peo-
ple of Ukraine,
hold Russia
accountable for its
brutal war, and
defend a future
that is rooted in
democratic prin-
ciples."
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The rupee rose further by 9
paise to close at 76.24 against

the US dollar on Friday follow-
ing a fall in crude oil prices and
weakness in the American cur-
rency in the overseas markets.

At the interbank forex mar-
ket, the local unit opened at 76.15
against the greenback and wit-
nessed an intra-day high of 76.12
and a low of 76.29.

The rupee settled at 76.24,
registering a rise of 9 paise over
its previous close of 76.33. 

Meanwhile, the dollar index,
which measures the greenback's
strength against a basket of six
currencies, fell 0.16 per cent to
98.62.

The rupee rebounded amid
dollar softness and lower crude
oil prices but trimmed the early
gains following weaker domestic
equities and foreign fund out-
flows, said Dilip Parmar,
Research Analyst, HDFC
Securities.

Ahead of the financial year-
end, the rupee tends to show a
high swing on the back of rebal-
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Spectrum auctions will be
conducted very soon, and
the next-generation 5G

services are expected to com-
mence before the end of the
year, Minister of State for
Communications Devusinh
Chauhan said in the Rajya
Sabha on Friday.

Replying to a supplemen-
tary question during Question
Hour, Chauhan also said that
the four companies have been
allotted spectrum for conduct-
ing trials and added that the tri-
als are expected to be com-
pleted soon.

In parallel, the minister
said that the telecom regulator
TRAI has also been asked to
give its recommendations relat-
ed to the upcoming auction.

"We will conduct auctions
very soon. By the end of this
year, we will start 5G services
in the country," he said.

He also asserted that state-
owned Bharat Sanchar Nigam
Ltd (BSNL) will begin its 4G
services this year.

The minister said that a
"great revolution" has taken

place in the telecom sector over
the last seven years and that
data consumption has soared
while tariffs are at the lowest.

There is a robust public
grievance mechanism in place
and complaints pending for
over 48 hours are escalated to
senior officials, Chauhan said.

The government has taken
a slew of measures to revive
telecom PSUs BSNL and
MTNL.

The quality of BSNL ser-
vices will also improve with the
launch of the state-owned cor-
poration's 4G services, he
asserted.

Chauhan also outlined the
reforms undertaken by the
government in the telecom
sector and cites measures like
re-definition of AGR (Adjusted
Gross Revenue).

In a written reply,
Communication Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said, "There
is no decline in the number of
mobile subscribers in the coun-
try in the year 2020-21."

As per the monthly
Telecom Subscription Data
released by the Telecom
Regulatory Authority of India
(TRAI), the number of mobile
subscribers in India increased

from 1,157.75 million in March
2020 to 1,180.96 million in
March 2021.

To improve the Quality of
Service (QoS), he said drive test
and Radio Frequency (RF)
optimization are carried out
regularly by mobile service
providers.

"Further in order to pro-
vide state-of-the-art and
prompt service to mobile cus-
tomers, service providers opti-
mally manage the increasing
traffic by way of adding more
number of sites, providing fibre
backhaul, using small cells and
undertaking network opti-
mization," Vaishnaw said.

Moreover, TRAI has issued
guidelines and set various para-
meters & benchmarks to mon-
itor QoS. These parameters
are assessed for the entire
license service area on a quar-
terly basis.

For ensuring compliance
with the QoS benchmarks and
to protect the interests of the
consumers, TRAI has pre-
scribed the system of financial
disincentives for non-compli-
ance with the benchmarks,
Vaishnaw said. 
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Benchmark indices Sensex
and Nifty declined for a

third straight day on Friday due
to profit taking in consumer
durables, FMCG, banking and
IT shares amid lingering wor-
ries over commodity prices,
interest rate hike and geopolit-
ical tensions.

The 30-share BSE bench-
mark dropped 233.48 points or
0.41 per cent to settle at
57,362.20. During the day, it
tanked 495.44 points to
57,100.24.

The broader NSE Nifty
declined 69.75 points or 0.40
per cent to settle at 17,153.

The equity indices closed
the week lower after two
straight weeks of gains. Sensex
fell by 501 points while Nifty
closed the week lower by 134
points.

"The Indian equity market
continue to be in a grind,
influenced by and reacting to
incremental news flow on the
global front, especially related
to the geopolitical situation
and Fed rhetoric. The two key
challenges and monitorables
for the markets in the near
term are the persistent infla-

tionary pressures and the ris-
ing bond yields," said Milind
Muchhala, Executive Director,
Julius Baer.

From the 30-share pack,
Titan fell the most by 3.59 per
cent, Tech Mahindra by 2.35
per cent, Maruti Suzuki India
by 1.79 per cent, and Wipro by
1.18 per cent.

Among major index down-
ers, HDFC Bank declined 0.76
per cent, TCS by 1.12 per cent,
and Infosys by 0.55 per cent.

ICICI Bank, Nestle India,
Larsen & Toubro, HCL
Technologies, Tata Steel and
ITC also dropped.

On the other hand, Dr
Reddy's continued its steller
run, rising by 0.77 per cent.
Asian Paints rose 0.76 per cent,
and Reliance Industries by 0.73
per cent. Bharti Airtel, State
Bank of India and Kotak
Mahindra Bank also advanced.

"After the recent 10 per
cent rally, the market has
turned sideways with a negative
bias due to increase in com-
modity prices, tightening mon-
etary policy and inflationary
pressure. Domestic market is
showing strong resilience but to
sustain the trend a lot will
depend on the outcome of the

war and commodity prices,"
said Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit Financial
Services.

In the broader market, the
BSE midcap dipped 0.36 per
cent and smallcap gauge
declined 0.33 per cent.

A total of 2,078 declined,
while 1,329 advanced and 103
remained unchanged.

Among BSE sectoral
indices, consumer durables
declined the most by 2.28 per
cent, followed by capital goods
(0.95 per cent), FMCG (0.72
per cent) and Information
Technology (0.68 per cent).

Elsewhere in Asia, bours-
es in Shanghai and Hong Kong
ended lower, while Tokyo and
Seoul settled with marginal
gains. Stock exchanges in the
US ended higher in the
overnight session.

Meanwhile, international
oil benchmark Brent crude
declined 1.44 per cent to USD
117.32 per barrel.

Foreign institutional
investors (FIIs) turned net sell-
ers in the capital market, as
they sold shares worth Rs
1,740.71 crore on Thursday,
according to stock exchange
data.
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Imports from China declined
7.2 per cent to USD 65.21 bil-

lion in 2020-21 from USD
70.31 billion in 2018-19,
Parliament was informed on
Friday.

On the other hand, India's
exports to China rose 26 per
cent to USD 21.18 billion in
2020-21 from USD 16.75 bil-
lion in 2018-19, Minister of
State for Commerce and
Industry Anupriya Patel said in
a written reply to the Rajya
Saha. "The imports from China
have exhibited a declining
trend from USD 70.31 billion
in 2018-19 to USD 65.21 billion
in 2020-21, a decline of 7.2 per
cent," she said. 

The minister said India
has made sustained efforts to
achieve a more balanced trade

with China, including bilater-
al engagements to address the
non-tariff barriers on Indian
exports to China and measures
against unfair trade practices. 

In a separate reply, the min-
ister said the trade deficit with
China stood at USD 44.02 bil-
lion in 2020-21 as against USD
48.65 billion. Replying to anoth-
er question, Patel said repre-
sentations from industry are
received from time to time on
surge in imports from ASEAN
countries, Japan and Korea,
which are examined in consul-
tation with the concerned
administrative ministries.

They are taken up with the
respective trading partners
under the existing institution-
al mechanism enshrined in
the respective free trade agree-
ments, she added.

"FTAs have inbuilt provi-

sions to check any misuse of the
FTA concessions, which inter-
alia include strict compliance of
the Rules of Origin, checking
mis-declaration, if any, and
taking trade remedial actions,"
the minister noted. 

To another question, she
replied that the ministry is
holding regular meetings with
stakeholders to draw a road
map and strategy to control the
expected loss in the trade indus-
try due to the Ukraine-Russia
conflict. On a similar question,
Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal said the
impact can be assessed only
after the situation stabilises.

"However, the Department
of Commerce is holding regu-
lar consultation with all stake-
holders to find out the impact
on bilateral trade between India
and Russia," he said.
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Markets regulator Sebi on
Friday imposed penalties

on three individuals for viola-
tion of insider trading norms in
the shares of Titan Company
Ltd  during the April 2018 to
March 2019 period when they
were designated employees.

A fine of Rs 1 lakh each has
been imposed on G S
Saravanan, Ashik M P and V L
George, according to three
separate orders.

Sebi had conducted an
investigation into the shares of
Titan after it was intimated
about contravention of pro-
hibition of insider trading
regulations and the company's
code of conduct for preven-
tion of insider trading by

some of its designated per-
sons/ employees.

The probe found non-
compliance by the individuals
with respect to the regulations
during the April 2018 to March
2019 period.

During their employment
with Titan, they had transact-
ed in the securities of Titan Co
Ltd but failed to make the req-
uisite disclosures to the firm as
required under the prohibition
of insider trading norms, as per
Sebi.

The disclosure require-
ments were triggered on
account of the transactions
concerned exceeding the trad-
ed value of Rs 10 lakh.

For violation of the norms,
the individuals have been
penalised by the regulator. 
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ancing-related inflows and
outflows, Parmar added.

"The balance of risks for
USDINR remains skewed to
the upside following geopo-
litical worries and broad
based selling by foreign insti-
tutions. Spot USDINR is
expected to settle in the
range of 76 to 76.50 this
month, medium term direc-
tion remains bullish as long
as it holds 75.70," Parmar
noted.

Brent crude futures, the
global oil benchmark,
declined 1.27 per cent to
USD 117.52 per barrel.

According to
Emkay Global Financial
Services, geo-political ten-
sions continued to domi-
nate market sentiments this
week.

"The members of the G7
countries said that they are
ready to apply additional
sanctions as required and will
spare no efforts to hold Putin
and his supporters account-
able. The US went ahead
with imposing fresh sanc-
tions on a dozen of Russian
defence firms. Global mar-
kets are clearly worried that
the sanctions will affect the
economic recovery going
forward," it said.

Crude oil prices have so
far gained 10 per cent this
week as European nations
also mull sanctions on
Russian oil and gas imports.
US central bankers were very
active this week as most of
them were unanimous in
their call for aggressive rate
hikes this year to curb soar-
ing inflation in the US.
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The European Union set the
stage for a stepped-up crack-

down on big tech companies
with an agreement on landmark
digital rules to rein in online
"gatekeepers" such as Google
and Facebook parent Meta.

EU officials agreed late
Thursday on wording for the
bloc's Digital Markets Act, part
of a long-awaited overhaul of its
digital rulebook. The act, which
still needs other approvals,
seeks to prevent tech giants
from dominating digital mar-
kets, with the threat of whop-
ping fines or even the possi-
bility of a company breakup.

For instance, they face

tighter restrictions on using
people's data for targeted online
ads - a primary source of rev-
enue for the likes of Google and
Facebook. And different mes-
saging services or social media
platforms will be required to
work together. 

The new rules underscore
how Europe has become a
global pacesetter in efforts to
curb the power of tech com-
panies through an onslaught of
antitrust investigations, strin-
gent regulations on data pri-
vacy and proposed rules for
areas like artificial intelligence.
"What we have been deciding
about yesterday will start a new
era in tech regulation,"
European Union lawmaker

Andreas Schwab said at a press
conference Friday.

The European Consumer
Organisation, or BEUC, wel-
comed the agreement, saying it
would help consumers by cre-
ating fairer and more compet-
itive digital markets.

Tech companies were less
enthusiastic. Apple said it was
concerned that parts of the
Digital Markets Act "will cre-
ate unnecessary privacy and
security vulnerabilities for our
users while others will prohib-
it us from charging for intel-
lectual property in which we
invest a great deal."

Google said it will study
the text and work with regula-
tors to implement it.  
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Sustained efforts by the gov-
ernment have resulted in

increasing the number of
recognised startups from 726 in
2016-17 to 65,861 as on March
14 this fiscal, the Parliament
was informed on Friday.

The government had
launched 'Startup India' initia-
tive on January 16, 2016, with
an aim to build a stronger
ecosystem for nurturing the
startup culture that would fur-
ther drive economic growth,
support entrepreneurship, and
enable large-scale employment
opportunities.

"Sustained government
efforts in this direction have

resulted in increasing the num-
ber of recognised startups from
726 in FY 2016-17 to 65,861 in
FY 2021-22 (as on 14th March
2022)," Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal said in a
written reply to the Rajya Sabha.
He said that the recognised
startups are spread across over
640 districts and have reported
a creation of more than seven
lakh jobs with an average of 11
jobs being created by them.

The recognised startups, he
said, are spread across 56 diver-
sified sectors such as IT ser-
vices, finance technology, tech-
nology hardware, enterprise
software, artificial intelligence,
and nanotechnology.

Replying to an another

question, Minister of State for
Commerce and Industry Som
Parkash said that as on
February 28 this year, the min-
istry has allocated Rs 2,791.29
crore to SIDBI, which in turn
committed Rs 6,795 crore to 82
Alternative Investment Funds
(AIFs), while Rs 8,785 crore
have been invested by sup-
ported AIFs in 574 startups.

"The Startup India Seed
Fund Scheme (SISFS) aims to
provide financial assistance to
startups for proof of concept,
prototype development, product
trials, market entry and com-
mercialization...Rs 945 crore has
been allocated under the scheme
for a period of four years start-
ing from 2021-22," he added. 
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Telecom operator Bharti
Airtel on Friday said it has

paid Rs 8,815 crore to the
government towards part
prepayment of deferred lia-
bilities pertaining to spec-
trum acquired in the 2015
auction. 

The prepayment is for
instalments due in FY2027
and FY2028, the Sunil Mittal-
led telco said in a statement.

"Airtel prepays Rs 8,815
crore to clear deferred liabil-
ities for spectrum acquired in
2015," the company said.

Over the last four months,
Airtel has cleared Rs 24,334
crore of its deferred spec-
trum liabilities ahead of
schedule. 

These liabilities carried
an interest rate of 10 per cent
and have been paid off
through a combination of free
cash generated by the busi-
ness, equity proceeds, and
significantly lower cost debt of
a similar tenor.

Airtel said it continues to
focus on financial flexibility
via its capital structure,
including optimising the cost
of financing and capitalising
on all opportunities of signif-
icant interest saves, like the
latest prepayment. 
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British carrier Virgin Atlantic
on Friday said it will oper-

ate a second daily service
between Delhi and London
starting from June 1. The flight
will be operated from
Heathrow airport to Indira
Gandhi International Airport
in the national capital.

The airline has also
announced some changes in the
departure timings of its
Mumbai flight, effective March
27. Coupled with its service
from Mumbai, Virgin Atlantic
will offer three daily flights from
India, it said in a statement. The
announcement comes ahead
of the resumption of regular
international flights to and
from India from March 27.

Scheduled commercial
international flight services
were suspended in the last
week of March 2020 in the
wake of the coronavirus pan-
demic. Virgin Atlantic said
that from June onwards, it will
offer morning as well as night
departure Delhi-to-London
flights.
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The Small Industries
Development Bank of India

(SIDBI) has joined hands with
the Meghalaya government to
develop an ecosystem for small
and medium businesses. SIDBI
has entered into a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with the
Meghalaya Infrastructure
Development and Finance
Corporation Ltd (MiDFC) to
develop the MSME ecosystem in
the state, SIDBI said in a release.

SIDBI is the country's prin-
cipal financial institution for
Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs).

Under the MoU, SIDBI
and the state government will
work closely to facilitate the
development of the MSME
ecosystem in Meghalaya.

As per the MoU's few
broad objectives, SIDBI will aid
in entrepreneurship develop-
ment in the State; development
of MSME clusters; capacity
building of NGOs/develop-
ment organisations and more.
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NEW DELHI: Luxury carmaker BMW India on Friday said
it will increase prices of its entire model range by up to 3.5 per
cent from April 1 to offset the impact of rise in input costs.  The
price increase will be brought into effect to adjust the materi-
al and logistics costs, impact of current geo-political situation
and exchange rates, the German automaker said in a statement.
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NEW DELHI: On World Tuberculosis (TB) Day, Johnson &
Johnson India announced the launch of a youth-focused dig-
ital-first initiative "Be The Change For TB" as part of its com-
mitment to the Corporate TB Pledge, a joint initiative with the
Central TB Division, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
in India, and United States Agency for International
Development (USAID), supporting the Indian Government's
goal to end TB. 
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NEW DELHI: Greenpanel, a major manufacturer of wood pan-
els, has chosen Dell EMC VxRail hyperconverged infrastruc-
ture to modernise its data centre and optimise manufacturing
and business operations. Bolstered by the booming construc-
tion industry, the competitive wood panels industry has grown
at 10-12% annually. Businesses are relying heavily on new tech-
nologies to innovate and succeed in a competitive landscape,
said Manish Gupta. 
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HYDERABAD: Aircraft-maker Airbus on Friday said it has
signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with Airlift
Global, a company backed by UK-based AUM Capital, to devel-
op helicopter emergency medical service (HEMS) and associ-
ated air medical service in India.

IN BRIEF
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Unilever, Intel and sev-
eral global companies

have committed to source
$ 22.4 billion in goods and
services by 2025 from
Women-owned businesses
and there will be a special
focus on companies with
diverse ownership and on
women-owned firms.
Atleast 10 of the
WEConnect International
member organizations has
collectively committed to
source at least $22.4 billion.
“We are thrilled that 10 of
our member buyers have
made a public commit-
ment to increase their
spend with women busi-
ness owners around the
world,” said Elizabeth A.
Vazquez, CEO and Co-
Founder of WEConnect
International.
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Reigning European champions Italy will
miss a second straight World Cup after
losing to a dramatic stoppage-time goal
against North Macedonia on Thursday,

but Portugal, Wales and Sweden all made it
through to qualifying play-off deciders.

Four-time World Cup winners Italy were
stunned in Palermo as Aleksandar Trajkovski --
who used to play club football in the Sicilian city
-- fired past Gianluigi Donnarumma from range
in the second minute of injury time to give North

Macedonia an incredible 1-0 victory.
There was no time after that for Italy to recov-

er and they will again be absent from the World
Cup in Qatar after also failing to qualify for the
2018 tournament in Russia when they lost in a
play-off to Sweden.

That was a traumatic experience for a nation
that had previously been to every tournament
since 1958, and this failure is all the more remark-
able given that they were crowned European
champions less than nine months ago.

That success for Roberto Mancini's side came
while they were on a world record 37-game

unbeaten run, but four draws in their last five qual-
ifiers last autumn saw them finish second in their
group to Switzerland, exposing them to the dan-
gers of the play-offs again.

North Macedonia, the Balkan nation of just
two million people, held Italy to a draw in Turin
in 2018 World Cup qualifying and beat Germany
away in this campaign before appearing at their
debut European Championship last year.
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They will now go to Porto to face Portugal

next Tuesday, after the Euro 2016 winners defeat-
ed Turkey 3-1 at the Estadio do Dragao, albeit only
after Burak Yilmaz missed a crucial late penalty
for the visitors.

The home side were cruising thanks to first-
half goals by Brazilian-born midfielder Otavio and
Liverpool forward Diogo Jota.

But Turkey's veteran skipper Yilmaz pulled a
goal back in the 65th minute, setting up a tense
finish.

Turkey were then awarded a late penalty when
a foul on Enes Unal was detected by the German
referee following a VAR review, but Yilmaz put
the spot-kick over the bar and Matheus Nunes
secured Portugal's victory in stoppage time.

Turkey have not appeared at the World Cup
since coming third in Japan and South Korea
in 2002.

Portugal have not missed out on the tour-
nament since 1998 and, at 37, Cristiano

Ronaldo's dream of World Cup glory
remains alive.
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Meanwhile, Gareth Bale was in inspi-

rational form as his brace secured a 2-1 win
for Wales against Austria in Cardiff.

Bale has only played five times for his
club Real Madrid this season, and just
twice since August, but the Wales captain
started at the Cardiff City Stadium and
opened the scoring from a stunning
25th-minute free-kick.

He then struck again, with a superb
hit across goalkeeper Heinz Lindner
and into the far corner, to double the
lead six minutes after half-time.

Wales, who are bidding to qualify

for their first World Cup since 1958, then held
on after Austria reduced the deficit in the 64th
minute when Marcel Sabitzer's shot deflected in
off Ben Davies.

Robert Page's team will be at home in the
play-off final but must wait until at least June
for that, with the ongoing war in Ukraine mean-
ing their tie away to Scotland remains on hold
for now.

Sweden set up a play-off final against
Poland next week after an extra-time strike by
Robin Quaison gave them a 1-0 win over the
Czech Republic in Solna.

Quarter-finalists in 2018, Sweden had to be
patient before edging a Czech side who owed
their place in the play-offs to their performance
in the last UEFA Nations League.

Saudi Arabia-based Quaison scored in the
110th minute, finishing after a one-two with
Alexander Isak.

Poland received a bye to the play-off final
after would-be opponents Russia were suspend-

ed from all international com-
petition until further

notice following the
invasion of Ukraine.

Scotland and
Poland drew 1-1 in a
friendly in Glasgow,
with Kieran Tierney

giving the home side the
lead only for Krzysztof

Piatek to level with a
stoppage-t ime

penalty.
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Giorgian de Arrascaeta sent
Uruguay to the World Cup

with the only goal of the game
against Peru on Thursday, a
result that also booked
Ecuador's ticket to Qatar, with
a helping hand from Brazil.

Ecuador slumped to a 3-1
defeat in Paraguay but still
qualified for a World Cup for
the just the fourth time -- all
this century -- thanks to
Uruguay's victory and already-
qualified Brazil's 4-0 win over
Chile.

Nineteen teams have now
qualified for the finals in Qatar
later this year, with 13 spots still
available.

With Argentina, who play
Venezuela on Friday, also
already qualified, Peru and
Chile will now vie for the fifth-
place intercontinental play-off
spot from the single South
American qualification group
alongside Colombia, who
emphatically ended a seven-
match goalless streak with a 3-
0 win over Bolivia.

It has been a remarkable
turnaround for Uruguay since
a disastrous spell at the end of
last year when they lost four
matches in a row, conceding 11
goals, scoring just one and slip-
ping to seventh in the 10-team
group.

That spelled the end for
iconic coach Oscar Tabarez,
who spent a record 15 years at
the helm and guided the
"Celeste" to a World Cup semi-
final in 2010 and Copa America
title a year later.

But his successor Diego
Alonso has won three out of
three and taken Uruguay --
winners in 1930 and 1950 -- to
a fourth straight finals.

Ecuador's qualification
owed more to a solid campaign
than Thursday's shambolic per-
formance in driving rain on a
difficult pitch in Ciudad del
Este.

The omens were poor
before kick-off as Ecuador had
already lost on all eight previ-
ous trips to Paraguay for World
Cup qualifiers dating back to
1981.

Strikes from Robert
Morales, a Piero Hincapie own
goal and Miguel Almiron won
the game for Paraguay before
Jordy Caicedo's late penalty
consolation.

Neymar marked his return
to the Brazil team by scoring a
penalty while Vinicius Junior, a
Philippe Coutinho penalty and
Richarlison heaped misery on
Chile, whose hopes of qualifi-
cation hang by a thread.

Goals from Luis Diaz,
Miguel Borja and Mateus Uribe
kept Colombia's chances alive.
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Up against higher-ranked
Belarus in their second

international friendly here on
Saturday, national football
team head coach Igor Stimac
on Friday said he would con-
tinue trying out new faces so
as to keep his blueprint ready
for the Asian Cup final round
qualifiers in June.

India almost secured a
draw against Bahrain with a
second-half equaliser from
Rahul Bheke but only to con-
cede an 88th minute goal to go
down 1-2 in the first friendly
here on Wednesday.

Belarus are 10 notches
above 104th ranked India.

Stimac, however, is not
afraid of trying out youngsters
and hinted at including Kerala

Blasters' 21-year-old defender
Ruivah Hormipam in the
Belarus match on Saturday.

"Definitely, there will be
big changes for the Belarus
game, some of it coming as a
result of not good enough
performance from some play-
ers from the previous game,
some of it coming as an oppor-
tunity for those who I count on
for the future," the 54-year-old
Croat said in a virtual press
conference.

"We need to see what they
can do at the International
level. They had promising sea-
sons in the ISL and this was a
great challenge for them. So
there will be the likes of
Hormipam, Anwar (Ali),
Roshan (Singh) on the pitch.
New team is coming up, there
will be fresh energy of course.

"Friendly games are the
best opportunity to give play-
ers the chance to perform, and
I believe if you don't take risks,
you will never succeed," he
added.

From the 25-member
squad for the two friendlies,
Stimac had given maiden call-
ups to seven players --
Prabhshukhan Gill, Ruivah
Hormipam, Anwar Ali, Roshan
Singh, VP Suhair, Danish
Farooq and Aniket Jadhav.

Out of which, Stimac tried
out five players against Bahrain.

While VP Suhair and
Danish Farooq were named in
the starting line-up, Naorem
Roshan Singh, Aniket Jadhav
and Anwar Ali came on as sec-
ond-half substitutes.

India also got a boost as
more players would be avail-
able. Amrinder Singh,
Chinglensana Singh, Akash
Mishra, Anirudh Thapa,
Brandon Fernandes and Aniket
Jadhav reached Manama on the
day of Bahrain match due to
visa-related issues. Only Thapa
and Jadhav played against
Bahrain.

"We are more optimistic
this time, we have a few more
faces in the middle of the pitch
with the likes of Brandon,
Thapa joining us. Also Jeakson
Singh is available for this game,
so we have more options 
of playing creative games," 
he said.
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World championships Silver
medallist Anshu Malik and

bronze winner Sarita Mor will lead
a 10-member Indian women's
wrestling team at the Asian
Championships to be held in
Ulaanbatar, Mongolia next month.

While Anshu, a Silver medallist
in the 2021 World Wrestling
Championships in Oslo, will repre-
sent in her pet 57kg category, Sarita

will be take part in the 59kg section.
Sarita is a Bronze medallist in

her category at the 2021 World
Championships.

The team was picked after the
selections trials held at the SAI
Training Centre in Lucknow on
Friday.

In the other high-profile bout in
the trials, Manisha defeated Rio
Olympics medallist Sakshi Malik 1-
5 to seal her place in the 62kg cate-
gory.
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Double Olympic medallist P
V Sindhu and H S Prannoy

stormed into the semifinals of
the Swiss Open badminton
tournament with straight-game
victories in their respective
women and men singles events
here on Friday.

While Sindhu, seeded sec-
ond in the tournament, made
short work of fifth seed Michelle
Li of Canada 21-10 21-19 in 36
minutes, Prannoy beat compa-
triot and former
Commonwealth Games gold
medallist Parupalli Kashyap 21-
16 21-16 in a quarterfinal match
that lasted 43 minutes.

Former world champion
Sindhu will meet unseeded
Supanida Katethong of
Thailand in the semifinals on
Saturday.

Prannoy, on the other hand,
faces third seeded Anthony

Sinisuka Ginting in the semifi-
nals. The Indonesian beat
another Indian Sameer Verma
21-17 21-14 in a  quarterfinal
match that lasted 39 minutes.

Sindhu was in good touch

as she simply outplayed her
opponent in the first game.
After the scores were levelled at
3-3, Sindhu grabbed seven
straight points twice. She was
ahead 10-3 first and then was

leading 17-4 before pocketing
the first game.

The second game was a
close affair with none of the two
shuttlers giving an inch to the
other. Sindhu was trailing 0-3
but quickly made it 4-4. She was
ahead 7-4 but the Canadian
fought back to reduce the gap to
just one point.

Sindhu again roared back to
a 14-9 lead before Li made a
remarkable comeback to make
it 16-16. The second game
could have gone either way as
the scores were levelled 17-17,
18-18 and 19-19 but ultimately
it was Sindhu who held her
nerves to grab it 21-19 and
pocket the match.

In the women's doubles, the
Indian pair of Ashwini
Ponnappa and N Sikki Reddy
went down fighting to the
Malaysian duo of Vivian Hoo
and Chiew Sien Kim in the
quarterfinals. The Indian pair

lost 20-22 21-23 in 55 minutes. 
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Incumbent Himanta Biswa
Sarma was re-elected unop-
posed as the president of
Badminton Association of India
(BAI) for a second term of four
years -- 2022 to 2026 -- during
its General Body Meeting here
on Friday.

Sarma, who is also the cur-
rent Chief Minister of Assam,
was elected as BAI chief for the
first time in 2017. He is also a
Badminton Asia vice president
and a member of the
Badminton World Federation
Executive Council.

Former junior national
coach Sanjay Mishra will be the
new general secretary of BAI
with incumbent Ajay Kumar
Singhania becoming vice pres-
ident in the new Executive
Council.

����2�2

Two days, two wins and mak-
ing it look easy.
Naomi Osaka sure seems

like herself again. The former
world No 1 is through to the
third round at the Miami Open,
easily handling 13th-seeded
Angelique Kerber of Germany
6-2, 6-3 on Thursday. It was
every bit as one-sided as the
score made it seem, with Osaka
winning 89% of first-serve
points and 61 of the 100 points
played in the match overall.

"It means a lot to me," said
Osaka, unseeded in Miami after
falling to No 77 in the world
because she's missed consider-
able time to focus on her men-
tal health in recent years. "She's
the first high-seeded player I've

beaten this year."
Osaka's win set the tone for

a day where 11 seeded women
were ousted from the tourna-
ment, a stunning series of results
headlined by Romania's Irina-
Camelia Begu defeating top-

seeded Aryna Sabalenka 6-4, 6-
4. Begu had lost 17 of her last 18
matches against top-10 players
entering Thursday.

Also gone: No 3 seed Anett
Kontaveit. She lost to Ann Li, a
21-year-old American who got

her first win over a top-10
opponent - a 6-0, 3-6, 6-4 tri-
umph. Kerber is ranked 15th in
the world; the last time Osaka
defeated a top-15 ranked play-
er was when she topped then-
No 10 Serena Williams in the
2021 Australian Open semifi-
nals. Osaka went on to win that
tournament and hasn't been to
a final since, but her win over
Kerber - who had been 4-1
against Osaka entering Thursday
- certainly made her look the
part of a Miami contender.

The rest of the ousted
women's seeds: No 6 Karolina
Pliskova, No 11 Emma
Raducanu, No 15 Elina Svitolina,
No 18 Leylah Fernandez, No 19
Tamara Zidansek, No 25 Daria
Kasatkina, No 31 Alize Cornet
and No 32 Sara Sorribes Tormo,

all of them defeated on
Thursday.

Pliskova - in just her second
match after missing about four
months with a broken arm - lost
6-3, 6-3 to qualifier Anna
Kalinskaya.

Olympic doubles Gold
medalist Katarina Siniakova of
the Czech Republic needed just
under three hours to beat
Raducanu, the reigning US
Open champion, 3-6, 6-4, 7-5. 

Svitolina, who had a num-
ber of fans wearing pro-Ukraine
shirts watching her match in
tribute to her homeland, lost to
Britain's Heather Watson 4-6, 6-
3, 7-6 (4).

Fernandez - a US Open
finalist last year - lost to Karolina
Muchova of the Czech Republic
6-4, 7-6 (3). Muchova, who

hasn't played since the US Open
nearly seven months ago
because of an abdominal injury,
will face Osaka for a spot in the
round of 16. Vera Zvonareva
topped Zidansek, 6-3, 6-2.
Cornet lost to Alison Riske of

the US 6-2, 6-2. Kasatkina fell to
Aliaksandra Sasnovich of
Belarus 7-6 (5), 6-4, and Sorribes
Tormo was ousted by Kaia
Kanepi of Estonia 3-6, 7-5, 6-0.
No 9 seed Danielle Collins of the
US escaped the upset bug, hold-

ing off Anna Bondar of Hungary
6-3, 3-6, 6-4. No 8 seed Ons
Jabeur was another winner, get-
ting past Poland's Magda Linette
7-6 (1), 6-2, and No 22 Belinda
Bencic eased by Maria Kostyuk
6-3, 6-1.
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Andy Murray opened his
Miami Open campaign with a

straight sets win over Argentina's
Federico Delbonis to set up an
intriguing second round
encounter with Daniil
Medvedev on Thursday.

Murray, the three-time
Grand Slam champion, may
never return to the glorious
highs of winning Wimbledon and
the US Open but with his metal hip
and granite resolve, the 34-year-old still
loves competing. The veteran Scot was
snarling and fist pumping just like in his

heyday as he eventually eased to a 7-6 (7/4),
6-1 triumph.

Next up is world number two
Medvedev who will once again test the
British player's ability to string wins

together since making a return to
the tour after a second hip opera-
tion.

He has failed to back up first
round wins in his last five tourna-
ments and his clash with
Medvedev will be the first time
in five years he has come up

against a top two player.
Murray, however, is just

happy to still be in the mix
at the biggest tournaments.
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The seventh edition of the Ageas Federal Life
Insurance New Delhi Marathon on Sunday will

be the last opportunity for the country's marathon
runners to qualify for this year's two multi-sport
events -- the Commonwealth Games and the Asian
Games. Leading the pack will be Anish Thapa
Magar, Nitendra Rawat, Belliappa AB and Arjun
Pradhan, who have all been preparing for the sea-
son's most-awaited race, with an eye to secure their
tickets to Birmingham, UK and Hangzhou, China.
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Favourites Australia beat
Bangladesh by five wickets in

howling winds in Wellington to
maintain their perfect record at
the Women's Cricket World
Cup on Friday.

The result ends
Bangladesh's slim hopes of
securing a semi-final berth,
although the Tigers pushed the
six-time champions hard in a
match where innings were
reduced to 43 overs because of
the weather.

Bangladesh made 135-6
after being put in to bat, with
Lata Mondal top-scoring on 33
in a match that was essentially
a dead rubber for Australia, who
are guaranteed a playoff spot.

The wind was so strong at
Wellington's Basin Reserve that
the bails would not stay on the
stumps and the umpires made
the rare decision to play on with-
out them. Players from both
teams waited to bat huddled on
the sidelines wrapped in blan-
kets, rubbing their hands togeth-
er to ward off the cold.

Bangladesh's batters made a
slow start in the atrocious con-
ditions, reaching 58-2 after 18
overs.

Sharmin Akhtar's depar-
ture on 24 made runs even hard-
er to come by, with Bangladesh
scoring only eight from the
next eight overs as Australia's
spinners piled on the pressure.

Mondal showed aggression
late in the innings but fell in the
final over as Bangladesh finished
on 135-6.

Beth Mooney anchored
Australia's innings with an
unbeaten 66, backed up by
Annabel Sutherland's 26 not
out, while Salma Khatun took 3-
23 for Bangladesh.

Australia remain the only
undefeated team at this year's
tournament and are overwhelm-
ing favourites for a seventh title.

Bangladesh's chances of
advancing were always remote
and required a string of unlike-
ly results, but they will take heart
from a win over Pakistan and
close losses to the West Indies
and South Africa in their debut
World Cup campaign.
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Australia claimed a historic victory
against Pakistan on Friday, taking

the three-Test series 1-0 with a 115-run
win on the fifth day of the last match
in Lahore.

Australia are in Pakistan for the first
time since 1998, having previously
refused to tour over security fears.

Jubilant crowds of Pakistani crick-
et lovers have flocked to stadiums in
Rawalpindi, Karachi and Lahore
throughout the series in full support of
both Pakistan and Australia, undeterred
by the presence of heavy security.

The victory gives Australia the
Benaud-Qadir Trophy, named after
former Australian skipper Richie
Benaud and Pakistan leg-spinner Abdul
Qadir.

Spin king Nathan Lyon finished
with 5-83 -- his 19th five wicket haul -
- and was ably supported by skipper Pat
Cummins (3-23) as Pakistan -- set a
challenging target of 351 -- were bowled
out for 235 in the last session on the fifth
and final day.

Opener Imam-ul-Haq with 70 and
skipper Babar Azam on 55 defied the

Australian attack but Pakistan lost
their last five wickets for just 22 runs.

The first two Tests ended in draws,
the latest after a bold declaration by
Cummins on Thursday.

Befittingly, Cummins bowled
Naseem Shah for one to wrap up
Pakistan's innings an hour after tea to
spark celebrations among his team-
mates. Pakistan were in with a chance

of drawing the Test at lunch with the
score on 136-2 with 57 overs left, but
Lyon took advantage of a weary fifth day
Gaddafi Stadium pitch which offered
good spin.

Cummins and Lyon sent three of
Pakistan's middle-order batsmen back
to the pavilion for the addition of only
25 runs during the second session, turn-
ing the series-deciding Test on its

head.
Azam and Sajid Khan shared a 46-

run stand for the sixth wicket to delay
the inevitable as they cracked four
boundaries off the second new ball
taken at 191-5.

But Lyon dismissed Azam caught in
the slip off a sharp turner to nearly seal
the match before Starc dismissed Sajid
for 21.

Earlier, Haq resisted the Australian
attack during the morning session but
Lyon ended his innings on 70 in the sec-
ond over after lunch. Imam edged the
ball onto his pads and the ball lobbed
up into the hands of Marnus
Labuschagne at silly point.

Cummins then trapped Fawad
Alam (11) off a fuller delivery that evad-
ed a defensive push by the left-hander.

Cummins doubled his wickets tally
with another furious yorker that trapped
wicketkeeper-batsman Mohammad
Rizwan in front of his wickets for zero.

Pakistan lost Abdullah Shafique
(27) and Azhar Ali (17) after resuming
at 73 without loss in the morning.

The tourists will now play three
ODIs on March 29, 31 and April 2, and
a T20I on April 5 — all in Lahore.
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From having Virat Kohli as part of the lead-
ership group to learning from 'captain cool'

MS Dhoni during his stint with CSK, Faf du
Plessis is all excited to lead Royal Challengers
Bangalore in the upcoming IPL.

The former South African skipper, who was
bought by the RCB for �7 crore in the IPL mega
auction earlier this year, was a key member of
the Dhoni-led four-time IPL champions since
2012.

"I was lucky enough to play under MS Dhoni
for an extremely long time," the 37-year-old said
in an interview on the IPL website.

Ahead of their IPL opener against Kolkata
Knight Riders, Dhoni on Thursday handed over
the CSK reins to talismanic India all-rounder
Ravindra Jadeja.

Effusive in his praise for the World Cup win-
ning India captain, Du Plessis further said: "I got
to see very closely how his brain works. You
know how things operate under him which was
once again very fortunate for me."

Moving over to RCB, Du Plessis, a three-
time IPL winner with CSK, will have his 

task cutout to clinch the elusive title for his new
franchise.
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But Du Plessis is unfazed by the expectations

and said he would benefit from his core 'lead-
ership group' that has the likes of Virat Kohli,
Glenn Maxwell and Dinesh Karthik.

"Virat was the captain of this country for an
extremely long time. I mean, a very good leader
for Indian cricket and for RCB... So that expe-
rience and wisdom and knowledge that comes
with that is second to none.

"And then the same thing Maxi (Glenn
Maxwell). He has captained a lot of games, espe-
cially in T20 cricket. So his brain and his ideas
are very valuable and the same with Dinesh
Karthik.

"I'm very lucky that we've got a great
strong leadership group within the team. I'm the
kind of leader that relies on a lot of other peo-
ple. "So I'll be pulling them as close as possible
to make sure that they can use all that informa-
tion to the best of RCB. Every captain has his
strengths. I think for me, it's been over my time
to just look at these different leaders and see their
strengths, but also finding my own way in what's
going to be different today.

"It's really important that you are, who you
are. And then you can use those things that
you've learned from different people. And just
add them to your style of captaincy," he added.

RCB will take on Punjab Kings in their IPL
opener in Navi Mumbai here on Sunday. 
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Australia will travel to Sri Lanka for a 10-
match series in all formats in June and July

in its first tour of the south Asian country since
2016, when the hosts won a three-Test series 3-
0. The tour will feature three Twenty20 match-
es, five one-dayers and the two tests from June
7 to July 12. Colombo will host three T20s and
three one-dayers with Kandy the venue for two
one-dayers.

Galle will host both test matches, from June

29-July 3 and July 8-12.
"There is no more challenging place to play

cricket than on the subcontinent and this tour
offers our players invaluable experience and
another great opportunity to excel on the
world stage," Cricket Australia's chief executive
officer Nick Hockley said in a statement on
Friday.
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Indian cricket's crown jewel, the IPL, is
back home: bigger, better and longer. It
will be the first time since 2011 that 10
teams be fighting it out for the most

coveted T20 trophy in world cricket.
Two new entrants, Lucknow Supergiants

and Gujarat Titans, fetching a combined
price of approximately $1.7 billion shows
that brand IPL keeps getting bigger.

It took 14 years but the league has now
well and truly gone global.

The owners of the iconic Manchester
Untied also wanted a slice of the IPL pie but
lost to the RPSG Group and Britain-based
CVC group on the bidding table.

With the COVID situation under con-
trol in the country, the board's top-brass can
breathe easy and after a two year gap, IPL
is set to be held in India in its entirety with
at least 25 percent capacity of crowd allowed
in stadiums this season.

The number of games have been
increased to 74 from 60 with the addition
of new teams, extending the IPL window to
over two months.

All teams however will play 14 games
each like in the past but will a longer tour-
nament impact the intensity and quality of
cricket, only time will tell.

The board has learnt from the harsh
lessons of the 2021 edition when the tour-
nament had to be suspended midway due
to the raging pandemic and could only be
completed in the UAE four months later.

No air travel will be required this sea-
son with all the league games to be organ-
ised in four venues in Maharashtra (three
Mumbai and one in Pune).

For curators, maintaining the trueness
of pitches over two months will be a chal-
lenge but at least the half of the tournament
is set to be a high-scoring affair.

One can expect more bounce on the red
soil pitches of Wankhede, CCI and D Y Patil

while the black soil surface in Pune is expect-
ed to offer more turn.

With Supergiants and Titans building
their teams from scratch and the existing
franchises having to release a chunk of their
players before the mega auction, the 2022
edition can well be one of the most compet-
itive in tournament history.

Ahead of the World Cup to be played
in Australia later this year, the IPL will also
decided fate of a few Indian players.
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Rohit Sharma has insisted that there will

be no home advantage for Mumbai Indians
but he and the likes of Kieron Pollard,
Suryakumar Yadav, Jasprit Bumrah and
Ishan Kishan won't certainly mind playing
in their own backyard.

Having let of go of Pandya brothers and
Trent Boult, the team doesn't look the same
formidable outfit at least on paper.

At Royal Challengers Bangalore, all eyes
will be on Virat Kohli like usual, though, he
has happily relinquished the captaincy.

With the burden of leading the side off
his shoulders, the former India skipper is
expected to come back to his batting best
and play an important role in taking the
team to its elusive title.

Longtime CSK batter Faf du Plessis has
been given the captaincy with a hope that
he would be able to do what has not been
done before at RCB.
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Dhoni has done a Dhoni by giving up

CSK captaincy three days before their
opening game. While his decision did not
come as a shock, it has fuelled speculation
whether he would feature in all the games.

The 40-year-old stepping aside has also
put the spotlight on Ravindra Jadeja, who
will be captaining a high-profile team for the
very first time.

Jadeja's stellar form in international
cricket over the last couple of years would
surely give him the confidence to lead from
the front and in times of crisis, he will any-
way have Dhoni by his side.
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Having led Delhi Capitals to their first

ever final, Iyer was sidelined from captain-
cy following a shoulder injury. He decided
to go back into the auction and KKR paid
big money for his services.

The stylish batter has shown rich form
for India of late and he will be hoping to
carry that into the IPL and inspire KKR to
their third title.

His India teammate Hardik Pandya's
progress will be followed closely over the
course of the IPL. Having lost his place in
the Indian team due to his inability to
bowl regularly following a back
surgery in 2019, Hardik has a point
to prove.

It is still not
clear if he
would bowl
often in the
IPL, making
his form
with the bat
all the more
crucial. Either
way, he will
have to come up
with something special
to resurrect his career
and also ensure first
timers Gujarat put up a
competitive show. 

Hardik's close
friend K L Rahul
will also need to
inspire a young unit.
Success eluding him
as captain, both at
India and IPL level,
the opener will be
eyeing another
prolific season
with the bat
besides leading an
e x c i t i n g
bunch of
c r i c k -
eters. 
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South African batter Zubayr
Hamza was on Friday pro-

visionally suspended by the
ICC for failing an out-of-com-
petition dope test.

Hamza's dope sample col-
lected out-of-competition on
January 17 this year has been
found to contain Furosemide,
a prohibited substance under
the World Anti-Doping
Agency Code.

"The ICC has charged
South African batter Zubayr
Hamza with an anti-doping
rule violation under the ICC
Anti-Doping Code," the world
body said in a statement.

"Hamza has been charged
with the presence and/or use of
a prohibited substance follow-

ing the detection of
Furosemide in a sample collect-
ed out-of-competition on 17
January 2022 and has been pro-
visionally suspended pending
the outcome of the disciplinary
process."

Furosemide is a Specified
Substance contained in Section
S5 of the 2022 WADA
Prohibited List.
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IPL RETURNS HOME BIGGER THAN EVER

3	���������
������
"
#�
��>���	���"
��.�?	4

�<����!�����$)�0�,����!���$)����$��

��������
����"
��������
���$�&�
!��
��&���

��"
��
����
��
$��
.B
���&��"
��
<���
M
<� �

3(7��@ ."�
�AB �� ��#�
3(7��. A��
�AB �� ��#�
3(7��-- 6��
�AB �� ��#�
3(7��-/ ."�
�� �����
3(7��-� A���� �����
3(7��-A 6��
�� �� ��#�
3(7��&- N��
�� �� ��#�
3(7��&/ =��
�� �� ��#�
3(7��&A�3(�B�% ."�
��"� 9�  �
3(�B�.�-& A��
��"� 9�  �

����	�������	�����	����2�

%�����" #�����
O�#���
���D�
���'�"����  �
"�"������
#�
��


���
����:
	���9�
��
%��:
���	+
2�
����
��+
��
	P�+	2	�:
���9
�2	/

9��
��
�		
;	+:
����	�:
���
��
8+��
��+��/
:��
����
���
���9�
�%	+��	
���	+
�2
����
���
���	
�9��
;	+:
��+�����	
��+
2	/

=��� �� ��
���

�������	����
���	��"
���>���!�����&'&@
�� � 2�28�

The BCCI is planning to
start the Women's IPL by

2023, Board President Sourav
Ganguly said on Friday while
four exhibition games make a
return this season after a one-
year gap.

The BCCI, which has been
criticised in the past for not
starting the Women's IPL, will
need AGM's approval to kick-
start the league next season.

The Board is planning to
have five or six teams in the
inaugural edition.

All the existing 10 men's
IPL franchises will be given the
first right of refusal to buy the
Women's IPL teams.

It is learnt that at least four
men's IPL franchises are inter-
ested in knowing from the

BCCI what is on the table in
case they want to invest in
WIPL.

"It (the full-fledged
women's IPL) has to be
approved by the AGM. We
plan to start it by next year

hopefully," BCCI president
Sourav Ganguly told reporters
after the IPL Governing Council
meeting here on Friday.

In an interview to PTI in
February, Ganguly had said
that Women's IPL will be

launched in 2023.
IPL chairman Brijesh Patel

also made it clear that this sea-
son there will be four matches
for the three women teams
around men's IPL play-offs.

"There will be four match-
es involving three teams around
the time of the playoffs," Patel
said after the meeting.

With the second half of the
IPL being shifted to the UAE
due to the pandemic, the exhi-
bitions games were not held last
year. However, they were staged
in the UAE in 2020 when IPL
Trailblazers won the title.

According to Patel, there
would be five or six teams in the
Women's IPL but again that
would need approval of the
General Body. The most likely
venue for the women's exhibi-
tions games is Pune.


