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War of words degenerated
into fisticuffs inside the

Bengal Assembly with the
Trinamool Congress and BJP
legislators on Monday exchang-
ing blows over the Birbhum
burning and mass murder case
that left eight people dead last
week. Another woman who
sustained 65 per cent burn suc-
cumbed to her injuries on
Monday morning taking the
official toll of the dead to nine.

A number of MLAs from
both sides reported injuries in
the scuffle in the Assembly. But
TMC legislator Asit Majumdar
had to be hospitalised with bro-
ken nose allegedly given to him
by Opposition leader Suvendu
Adhikari.

The incident started when
Adhikari demanded discus-
sion over the Rampurhat vio-
lence and Speaker Biman
Benerjee turned the request.
Soon slogan-shouting BJP
MLAs assembled near the
Speaker’s chair demanding
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee’s statement in the
House. The treasury bench
too jumped into the melee. 

Even as the two sides jos-
tled — with the marshalls try-
ing to separate them — blows
started raining and Majumdar,
an MLA from Hooghly district,
suffered a blow on his nose. His
spectacles broke and he was
rushed to hospital and was
admitted to the woodburn
ward of the state-of-the-art
SSKM Hospital.

“Being a senior man, I was
requesting the two sides to
calm down when Adhikari hit
me and broke my glass and
nose,” Majumdar told the
media with his nose bleeding.

However, Adhikari who

along with other senior leaders
took out a massive rally of the
BJP supports in North Kolkata
said he was only trying to
pacify to the two sides and had
in fact escorted his party men
out of the House.

He alleged “the
Government pushed in police-
men in civil dress and made
them manhandle us … Had I
not taken my MLAs out we
would have been badly injured
considering the past record of
the TMC leaders and their
party men.”

BJP MLA Manoj Tigga
later complained that he had

been beaten up by the TMC
MLAs who tore his dress.

Later, the Speaker sus-
pended Adhikari and four
other BJP MLAs, including
Manoj Tigga, Shankar Ghosh,
Narahari Mahato, and Dipak
Mahato for “misconduct”.

“This is unprecedented in
history of Bengal … the
Assembly is a place for decent
exchange of views … even
heated exchanges often take
place … but this indecent con-
duct has denigrated the prestige
and dignity of the House,” the
Speaker said.

Continued on Page 2
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Bengal Governor Jagdeep
Dhankhar on Monday

met Home Minister Amit
Shah in Delhi and discussed
a host of issues regarding the
political situation in Bengal.
Sources said the Rampurhat
mass murder case came up
during the discussion.

Meanwhile, BJP MP
Saumitra Khan on Monday
demanded slapping of Article
355 in the State in view of the
deteriorating law and order
situation.
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The Government on
Monday introduced in the

Lok Sabha the Criminal
Procedure (Identification) Bill
which seeks to amend an Act
dating back to 1920, providing
legal sanction to the police to
take physical and biological
samples of convicts, people
arrested for heinous crime and
for offences committed against
women and children.  

The Opposition parties
alleged that it violates funda-
mental rights as well as human
rights of individuals.

Another Bill to amend the
list relating to Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes of Uttar
Pradesh which seeks to shift
certain Scheduled Castes to
Scheduled tribes categories was
passed in the Lok Sabha. 

The Bill has sought for the
inclusion of Gond, Dhuria,
Nayak, Ojha, Pathari and
Rajgond communities living in
the districts of Sant Kabir
Nagar, Kushinagar, Chandauli
and Sant Ravidas Nagar in the
list of Scheduled Tribes in the
State.

Union Minister of State
Ajay Mishra ‘Teni’ introduced
the Criminal Procedure
(Identification) Bill, rejecting
the apprehensions voiced by
the Opposition members and
affirmed that the move was

required to make provisions for
the use of modern techniques
to capture and record appro-
priate body measurements.

He pointed out that the
existing law — the
Identification of Prisoners Act
— dated back to 1920 and
allowed taking only finger print
and foot print impressions of a
limited category of convicted
persons.

The Bill seeks to cover,
“Any person, who has been, (a)
convicted of an offence pun-
ishable under any law for the
time being in force; or (b)
ordered to give security for his
good behaviour or maintaining
peace under section 117 of the
Code of Criminal Procedure,
1973 for a proceeding under
Section 107 or Section 108 or
Section 109 or Section 110 of
the said Code; or (c) arrested
in connection with an offence
punishable under any law for
the time being in force or
detained under any preventive

detention law, shall, if so
required, allow his measure-
ment to be taken by a police
officer or a prison officer in
such manner as may be pre-
scribed by the Central
Government or the State
Government: Provided that
any person arrested for an
offence committed under any
law for the time being in force
(except for an offence com-
mitted against a woman or a
child or for any offence pun-
ishable with imprisonment for
a period not less than seven
years) may not be obliged to
allow taking of his biological
samples under the provisions of
this section”.

At one State “Teni”, whose
son was jailed in a case relating
to farmers agitation, challenged
Opposition members to prove
a single charge against him say-
ing he would quit politics if
anything is proved against 
him.

Continued on Page 2
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Aday after Union Home
Minister Amit Shah

announced that the Central
Civil Service Rules will be
implemented for all employees
under Chandigarh
Administration from April 1,
the move has sparked massive
criticism from Punjab leaders. 

Leading the charge, Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann on
Monday declared that the Aam
Aadmi Party’s (AAP)
Government will fight strong-
ly for its “rightful claim over
Chandigarh”.

Accusing the BJP-led
Central Government of trying
to usurp Punjab’s rights over
Chandigarh by announcing to
impose the Central Service
Rules over UT employees,
State’s Finance Minister and

senior AAP leader Harpal
Singh Cheema alleged that the
Centre is deliberately taking
steps to take away Punjab’s
claims over its Capital,
Chandigarh.

At the same time, the
Shiromani Akali Dal, which
had already opposed the move
a day before as a “violation of
the spirit of Punjab
Reorganisation Act”, on
Monday requested Mann to
call an all-party meeting to
approach the Centre to stop its
efforts to make Chandigarh a
permanent UT.

Shah, during his
Chandigarh visit on Sunday,
had announced that the UT
Administration’s employees will
now come under the Central
Civil Services rules. Currently,
Chandigarh employees are
working under the Punjab
Service Rules.

Though the decision is
expected to bring big gains to
the UT employees, like
enhancement in their retire-
ment age, and two-year child-

care leave for women employ-
ees, among others, the move
has turned into a major con-
troversy in Punjab with the
political leaders, cutting across
party lines, lashing out at the
BJP-led Central Government
for the dictatorial and anti-
Punjab decision to take over
Punjab’s claims over
Chandigarh.

As Punjab has been stak-
ing a claim on Chandigarh as
its capital, the move is being
seen as an infringement on its
rights and a violation of the
1966’s Reorganisation 
Act. 

“The Central Government
has been step wise imposing
officers and personnel from
other States and services in the
Chandigarh administration.
This goes against the letter and
spirit of the Punjab
Reorganisation Act 1966.
Punjab will fight strongly for its
rightful claim over
Chandigarh…(sic),” Mann
tweeted on Monday.

Continued on Page 2
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The joint forum of central
trade unions on Monday

said that bandh-like situation
prevailed in at least eight States
due to the nationwide strike
against various policies of the
BJP-led Central Government. 

“There is a bandh-like sit-
uation in Tamil Nadu, Kerala,
Puducherry, Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana, Odisha, Assam,
Haryana and Jharkhand,” the
forum said in a statement.

Banking services were
impacted partially as major
left wing bank employees did
not report for duty in support
of the two-day nationwide gen-
eral strike called by central
trade unions. The strike will
continue on Tuesday. 

According to the forum,
agitations were held in many
industrial areas across States
like Goa, Karnataka,
Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh,
Punjab, Bihar, Rajasthan, West
Bengal, Meghalaya and
Arunachal Pradesh. Security
workers in Sikkim went on

strike. Besides, workers in
industrial areas in Delhi,
Himachal Pradeh, Gujarat and
Jammu & Kashmir also joined
the strike, it added. The forum
said that around 50,000
employees picketed Central

Government offices at 300
places in Tamil Nadu and that
staff from the income tax
department also joined the
nationwide protest.               

Apart from the ten central
trade unions — INTUC,

AITUC, HMS, CITU, AIU-
TUC, TUCC, SEWA, AICCTU,
LPF, UTUC — the joint forum
also includes independent sec-
toral federations and workers’
associations.

Continued on Page 2
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Ano-confidence motion
against Pakistan Prime

Minister Imran Khan was
tabled on Monday in the
National Assembly by Leader
of Opposition and PML-N
President Shehbaz Sharif set-
ting  in motion the process in
the lower House to remove the
embattled cricketer-turned-
politician from office.

As the much-anticipated
session began after a two-day
recess on Monday, Deputy
Speaker Qasim Khan Suri
asked the members of
Parliament, who are in favour
of the motion, to stand up to
that their numbers could be
counted.

Sharif first moved a reso-
lution to allow tabling of the
no-confidence motion in the
National Assembly, the lower
House of bi-cameral
Parliament, which was
approved by 161 yes votes.  It
was followed by tabling of the
no-confidence motion.

Detailed report on Page 8
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Thousands of residents living
in high-rise apartments

across Delhi and NCR have
claimed they are being fleeced
by realtors and caretakers of
societies in the name of main-
tenance cost.

“Earlier, I was paying a rent
of �7,000 in Delhi but after
investing my life’s savings here,
I am paying �4,000 as mainte-
nance charges, including fixed
meter, diesel generator and
inflated bill for electricity usage
every month. As I have to pay
a whopping �22,000 per month
as EMI for my flat, I am left
with nothing.  And I was bet-
ter off in my rented accom-
modation,” said Ekansh Desaur,
a resident of Stellar One soci-
ety in Noida Extension.

Hardship faced by Ekansh
is just the tip of the iceberg as
residents of almost all the sky-
scrapers have similar prob-
lems to narrate. 

The Pioneer visited many
of the societies to speak with

residents to know their agonies.
The daily has learned that a
large number of residents are
suffering in silence, bearing the
harassment mooted to them by
builders. 

“The main compulsion is

that even after buying flats in
these societies, residents have
to run from pillar to post to get
everything done,” said Ekansh.  

Another resident of the
Amrapali Princely Estate,
Noida Sector 76, Keshav

Dudani, said, “Maintenance of
three bedroom-hall flat is
around �2,100 per month but
if you fail to pay this on the due
date, the maintenance depart-
ment starts knocking on your
doors, pestering you with calls
and might even threaten you.
They say they will cut the elec-
tricity of your flat. They even
charge late fee on per day
basis. This is sheer harassment
and should be stopped.”

He said service of the soci-
ety is very bad. “If there is any
problem of water or electrici-
ty in the flat, we have to call the
maintenance department again
and again, but they show up
according to their 
convenience.  

Sometimes we have to
manage our time according to
the maintenance department as
they tell us we can only visit at
this time or your work will be
done afterwards,” he said.

A resident of Gardenia
Glory, Noida sector 46, who did
not wish to be named, said they
live in a three bedroom-hall flat

and their maintenance amount
of the flat is �4,100 per month.
The facilities provided by the
society are disgrace, as guards
of the society are old and lazy.
And according to the need of
residents, there is shortage in
housekeeping staff. If we call
the maintenance department
for any work like plumbing, etc,
they make us wait for hours,
sometimes for days and after
that they try to make extra
money by lying about the work
and telling that this thing is not
working, I will get you a new
one it will cost this much extra
which you have to pay.

“Stray dogs have made our
life miserable in society. One
cannot walk freely as the stray
dogs have bitten many kids and
adults in the society while they
were just walking in the
evening. No guard or mainte-
nance staff does anything about
the problem after so many
complaints from the residents.
The builders are acting like
mafias,” she said.

Continued on Page 2
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Los Angeles: In a wild, viral
moment, so improbable many
thought it had to be scripted,
Hollywood star Will Smith
rushed up to the Oscar stage
and slapped Chris Rock after
the comedian cracked  a joke
about his wife Jada Pinkett-
Smith.

Minutes later, the 53-year-
old actor bagged the best actor
Oscar for his role in “King
Richard”, making him the
cynosure of attention good
and bad at the 94th Academy
Awards.

The Academy of Motion
Picture Arts and Sciences
(AMPAS) distanced itself from
the incident, likely to go down
as amongst the most infamous
in the Oscar’s 94-year history,
saying it does not support
“violence of any form”.

Rock, whose first reaction
was to come up with another
wisecrack, declined to press
charges against Smith, accord-
ing to a statement by the Los

Angeles Police Department.
“Wow. Will Smith just

smacked the s**t out of me,”
Rock, who was on stage to
announce the best documen-
tary feature award, said as mil-
lions watched the action live on
their screens. In his emotion-
al acceptance speech after win-
ning the best actor trophy,

Smith referenced the incident
and apologised to the Academy
for what transpired earlier.
However, he didn’t name Rock
or apologise to him.

“I want to apologise to the
Academy. I want to apologise
to all my fellow nominees,” he
said tearfully.

Continued on Page 2
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Delhi Congress president
Anil Kumar on Monday

slammed Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal over instal-
lation of CCTV cameras in
national Capital.  Kumar
alleged that CM is ‘fooling’
people with ‘blatant lies’ on
various matters without bat-
ting an eyelid.“The another lie
of CM Kejriwal was uncov-
ered in Delhi Assembly, when
Deputy CM Manish Sisodia,
said that only 275000 CCTV
cameras have been installed
in Capital until, disproving
Kejriwal’s claim made earlier,”
he said. Kumar said that irony
was that Health Minister
Satyendar Jain contradicted
claims of both Kejriwal and
Sisodia when he said in
January 2022 that only 133278
CCT V cameras were
installed, which was “exact
number” of CCTV cameras
placed in Delhi.
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As war is continuing in
Ukraine, India will see a

series of high-profile visits in
the next few days starting with
British Foreign Secretary
Elizabeth Truss and then
Russian foreign minister Sergei
Lavrov.  It will be the first visit
by a senior Russian minister to
New Delhi since war began in
late February. 

India, so far, has abstained
from voting against Russia in
the United Nations Security
Council and the United Nations
General Assembly(UNGA)on
the issue. Israel Prime Minister
Naftali Bennett has tested pos-
itive for corona  days ahead of
a scheduled visit to India to
mark the 30th anniversary of
diplomatic relations. His sched-
uled visit is from April three to

five. Nepal Prime Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba will also arrive
here on April one for a three-
day tour to hold talks with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
The visiting dignitary will also
visit Varanasi. 

The two leaders will review
the current status of their long
standing historical ties and
explore ways to further enhance
co-operation in the fields of
power generation, connectivi-
ty, people to people contact and
trade. The British Foreign
Secretary will visit India on
Thursday and is likely discuss
the ramifications of the Ukraine
conflict with her Indian coun-
terpart S Jaishankar.

Announcing the visit, the
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA)on Monday said Truss
will hold consultations with
Jaishankar on bilateral, region-
al and global issues of mutual
interest. 

Last few weeks have seen a
flurry of visits to India of sev-
eral Western leaders, including
the foreign ministers of Austria,
Greece and US Under Secretary
of State for Political Affairs."The
visit will also serve to further

deepen our partnership across
various sectors such as trade
and investment, science, tech-
nology and innovation, defence
and security, climate coopera-
tion, education and digital com-
munications," the ministry said
in a statement in reference to
UK minister’s visit. 

She will also participate in
the inaugural edition of the
India-UK Strategic Futures
Forum, a track 1.5 Dialogue
between the two countries. The
relationship was elevated to a
Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership in May last year
during the virtual summit
between Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and his British
counterpart Boris Johnson. 

In the summit, the two
sides adopted a 10-year-
roadmap to expand ties in the
key areas of trade and economy,
defence and security, climate
change and people-to-people
connections, among others.This
will be the second visit of the
UK Foreign Secretary to India
since the virtual summit.  Her
visit will also provide an oppor-
tunity to assess the progress on
the 'Roadmap 2030'. Russian

Foreign Minister Lavrov will
visit Delhi later this week,
sources said.  Lavrov is likely to
focus on strategic issues result-
ing from the war, as well as spe-
cific discussions on purchasing
Russian oil, payment mecha-
nisms and sanctions against
Russian banks with Jaishankar. 

The two sides are also like-
ly to review any possible impact
on the unhindered supply of
weapons systems.  They include
the �50,000 crore S-400 missile
system and production of AK
-203 assault rifles in India.
This deal is worth over Rs
7,000 crores. 

The government indicated
in Parliament last week that it
is considering offers of dis-
counted Russian oil and a spe-
cial inter-ministerial group
headed by the Finance Ministry
is looking into the payments
issues for Indian importers and
exporters that arise fromwar
and Western sanctions.Mexican
Foreign Minister Ebrard will be
in Delhi mid-week as well,
while Israeli Defence Minister
Benny Gantz will arrive ahead
of Israel Prime Minister
Bennet's visit next Sunday. 
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The Supreme Court on
Monday directed the Bank

of Baroda-led consortium of
seven banks to effectuate dis-
bursal of Rs 1,500 crore by
Tuesday for the construction of
stalled real estate projects of
Amrapali Group.  A bench of
Justices UU Lalit and Bela M
Trivedi noted that six banks --
Bank of Baroda, State Bank of
India, Bank of India, Punjab
National Bank, Punjab and
Sindh Bank and UCO bank --
have granted in-principle
approval for disbursal of funds,
while Indian Bank is expected to
do so Monday evening."We,
therefore, direct all banks of con-
sortium to effectuate funds dis-
bursal by tomorrow, so that
NBCC can put amount in use by
March 31," the bench said. The
National Buildings Construction
Corporation (NBCC) has been
entrusted by top court with
completing stalled projects of
Amrapali Group.

&�$��
���'��((���
��
�)�������*+�	
�
�
�
������
��
	�
��$$��
������$����
,���
��!#
������
�����


*
���������	

+
�
������
���'���


�
�

����,
���

������*
���

-
����
������
����.�'��������

�
�/�
���+�&��
�!�����%�0�����
�
�%�����
	

���%�/11�%�!������!�
��������%����
"����
	

���%
/11�%��������!����%�

��������
��%�,���%��'�����0����%����
"����
	

���%�/11��������
���

����

����
�
������(�#�$�����
�
��������������
��������������
��
�����������
������
�	�
�������
�$��0�������*������2

��

�3����� �3!�	����

#������$
%�����	�����

����$$��$$
�

�
�"���
 ���


���$�


From Page 1 
Opposition members tried

to rake up the issue of the
alleged involvement of Mishra’s
son in the Lakhimpur Kheri
violence last October in which
eight men, including four
farmers, were killed during a
protest against farm laws.

Mishra’s son Ashish was
arrested in the Lakhimpur
Kheri violence case and was
released on bail later.

As Congress leader Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury made cer-
tain remarks against Mishra,
the Minister dared the
Opposition leader to prove the
allegations made by him.

“I would like to tell Adhir
that I filed my nomination for
the Lok Sabha in 2019. If there
is even one case against me, if
I have been to jail even for a
minute, I will quit from poli-
tics,” Mishra said. 

The Opposition leaders
had been demanding Mishra’s
removal from the Council of
Ministers but it has now taken
a back seat with the BJP’s
thumping victory in the UP
Assembly polls this month.

The Minister, who was
lying low for months has now,
tabled the Bill in the House.

Mishra said the Bill will
grant legal sanction to take
body measurements and make
investigation of crime more
efficient and expeditious. He
said the Law Commission too

had suggested changes to the
law in 1980, but the recom-
mendations were not acted
upon for 42 years.

Opposition members
Manish Tewari (Congress),
Adhir (Congress), Saugata Roy
(TMC) and NK
Premachandran (RSP) forced a
vote on the introduction of the
Criminal Procedure
(Identification) Bill. The move
was defeated as 120 members
voted in favour of introduction
of the Bill, while 58 members
were against it.

Some members also said
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah should have been in the
Lok Sabha to provide detailed
information about the Bill.

The Bill seeks to enlarge
the scope of the “measure-
ments” that can be taken under
the law as it will help in unique
identification of a person
involved in crime and help
investigating agencies in solv-
ing criminal cases.

As per the old law only
hand and footprints can be
taken but now with this Bill
biological features like iris and
retina scan and other could also
be taken by the police.

Tewari said the move to
introduce the Bill was in dero-
gation of both Article 20, Sub-
Article 3 and Article 21 of the
Constitution of India and,
therefore, beyond the legislative
competence of this House.

He said Article 20, Sub-
Article 3 explicitly states that no
person accused of any offence
shall be compelled to be a wit-
ness against himself. Tewari
feared that the words “biolog-
ical samples and their analysis”
mentioned in the Bill could
lead to narco analysis and
brain mapping. He said the
implied use of force to take
measurements violates the
rights of prisoners.

From Page 1 
Smith also said he hoped

the Academy will “invite” him
back.  The volatile exchange
began innocuously enough.
Rock, 57, decided to land a joke
on Pinkett-Smith before
announcing the best docu-
mentary  feature winner.He
said Pinkett-Smith could star in
“G.I. Jane 2”. Pinkett-Smith,
who was seen rolling her eyes at
the joke, currently sports a bald
look due to alopecia, an autoim-
mune disorder. Actor Demi
Moore had famously shaved her
head when she starred in 1997
action-drama “G.I. Jane”.

Smith, who was initially
seen laughing at the joke, sud-
denly walked up to the stage and
slapped Rock, a moment that
evoked laughter in the imme-
diate from some audience
members who probably thought
it was all part of the script. 

After going back to his seat,
Smith shouted at Rock, saying,
“Keep my wife’s name out of
your f**king mouth!” Seated
behind Smith was “Black
Panther” star Lupita Nyong’o,
who was captured on camera
looking on in disbelief. Rock
then said, “Wow dude. It was a
‘G.I. Jane’ joke’.”He also said,
“That was the greatest night in
the history of television.” Smith
was later “pulled aside” and spo-
ken to by veteran star Denzel
Washington and actor-film-
maker Tyler Perry during the

commercial break that followed,
according to reports in sections
of the American media. Rapper
Diddy, who appeared next to
introduce the segment on the
50th-anniversary celebration of
“The Godfather”, addressed the
situation. “Will and Chris, we’re
going to solve that like a fami-
ly. Right now we’re moving on
with love. Everybody make
some noise,” he said. 

After that, Smith was
announced as winner of the best
actor trophy for playing Richard
Williams, the father of tennis
stars Venus and Serena
Williams, in “King Richard”.
Reflecting on the ‘Slapgate’ inci-
dent that is now viral on social
media platforms, the
Hollywood star said “love will
make you do crazy things”.
“Art imitates life. 

I look like the crazy father
just like they said about Richard
Williams. But love will make
you do crazy things,” the actor
said by way of explaining his
anger. Smith then shared what
Washington told him after the
incident. “I’m being called on in
my life to love people and to
protect people and to be a river
to my people... You got to be
able to take abuse, 

you got to be able to have
people talk crazy about you. In
this business, you got to be able
to have people disrespecting you
and you got to smile and you got
to pretend like that’s okay.

From Page 1 
The forum said that more

than 20 crore workers from
across the country came out to
protest on Monday.  It also
claimed that many employees in
banks and insurance companies
did not report at their work
places while those engaged in
coal, steel, postal, oil, copper,
telecom sectors also participat-
ed in the strike. 

Electricity department
workers went on strike in all the
States, including Maharashtra
where the Government had
invoked ESMA, it said.  Kerala
State unions began strike from
midnight of March 28 itself.
Employees of railways and
defence departments are
reported to have organised
demonstrations at more than
one thousand places across the
country, the statement added.   

Transactions at many pub-
lic sector banks were impacted
as employees did not report for
duty. Besides, there were delays
in cheque clearances and
Government treasury opera-
tions were also affected by the
strike. 

However, there was hardly
any impact on the functioning
of new-generation private sec-
tor banks and foreign banks.
Even operations of the country’s
largest lender State Bank of
India were by and large normal,
according to the reports from

various regions. 
Most of SBI employees and

officers are not affiliated to
unions that have given a call for
the protest. The impact of the
strike is prominent in eastern
India as many branches of pub-
lic sector banks were closed, All
India Bank Employees’
Association (AIBEA) General
Secretary C H Venkatachalam
claimed. In the other regions,
branches are open as officers are
present but services have been
impacted due to many employ-
ees participating in the strike,
he said, adding that clearing
operations were also affected
because branches could not
send the cheques for clear-
ance. 

Bank unions are protesting
against the Government move
to privatise two public sector
banks as announced in Budget
for 2021-22. They are also
demanding an increase in inter-
est rate on deposits and reduc-
tion in service charges. Besides
AIBEA, Bank Employees
Federation of India (BEFI) and
All India Bank Officers’
Association (AIBOA) are also
part of the two-day strike call
given by the joint forum of cen-
tral trade unions and various
sectoral independent trade
unions to protest against
Government’s “anti-people
economic policies and anti-
worker” labour policies.

From Page 1 

Attacking the Opposition
leaders, he said, “They do not-
disturb thePrime Minister dur-
ing his speech in Parliament …
but they havmade ita point to
create ruckus inside this House
every day … Today
thingsreached extreme …  The
way they attacked women guards
is veryunfortunate. It would
have been better had the incident
not occurred…I have asked the
secretary to take stock of mate-
rialdestruction.”Calling Speaker’s
action of suspending Opposition
MLAs undemocratic Adhikari
said, “We will bring this issue up
before Governor who is also cus-
todian of House … we have
beensuspended undemocrati-
cally though our MLAs were
beaten up by TMCmen … if
Speaker does not give us justice
we will move HighCourt.”In
evening, the BJP took out a long
procession in north-central
Kolkata protesting “goonda raj
perpetrated by TMC regime
bothin districts and inside
Assembly”. Adhikari said his
party would launch a Nabanna
(State secretariat) march in April.

From Page 1 
Mann, of late, had also

come down heavily on the
Centre for its decision to tweak
the rules regarding appoint-
ments of two key officers of the
Bhakra Beas Management
Board (BBMB). The Centre
had revised the rules for the
appointment of Member
(Power) and Member
(Irrigation), who were from
Punjab and Haryana respec-
tively and said they can now be
picked from anywhere in the
country.

Punjab Finance and
Planning Minister Harpal
Singh Cheema said the BJP-led
Central Government is adopt-
ing a dictatorial attitude and is
continuously imposing its anti-
Punjab decisions. “If they don’t
refrain from it, the AAP and
the Punjab Government will
fight from the road to
Parliament,” he declared.
Cheema said the people of
Punjab will never allow the
Central Government’s plans to
end Punjab’s participation in
Chandigarh Administration,
Punjab University, and Bhakra
Beas Management Board
(BBMB) to succeed.

He alleged that traditional
ruling parties led by the
Congress and the BJP at the
Centre have given step-moth-
erly treatment to Punjab,
Punjabis, and Punjabiyat
because Congressmen, the
Badals and BJP members of
Punjab have always surren-
dered before the Centre’s deci-
sions.

Reacting strongly to the
announcement by Shah to
bring Chandigarh Union
Territory employees under
Central Civil Services Rules,
SAD said, “It is incumbent on

the AAP Government to make
the Centre understand that
Chandigarh is a Union
Territory as per an ad-hoc
arrangement only.”

“We have nothing against
the employees of Chandigarh
whose interests can be pro-
tected by the Punjab
Government also. But we
strongly protest against this lat-
est move to pitch the employ-
ees against civil society and use
them to snatch Punjab’s rights
over Chandigarh,” said SAD’s
senior leaders including Prem
Singh Chandumajra, Charanjit
Singh Atwal, Maheshinder
Singh Grewal, Gulzar Singh
Ranike, Dr Daljit Singh
Cheema and Hira Singh
Gabria, in a joint statement,
while calling upon the Chief
Minister to fulfil his responsi-
bility towards the State.They
noted that the Chief Minister
did not take up the issue of
dilution of Punjab’s stakes in
the BBMB during his recent
meeting with the Prime
Minister. 

“Had the Chief Minister
registered a strong protest on
this issue, the Centre would
have desisted from going ahead
with the move to extend cen-
tral rules on Chandigarh
employees,” they said. “It is
even more galling that even as
Mann did not take up this issue
with the Prime Minister fear-
ing a reprimand from AAP
supremo Arvind Kejriwal,
Haryana Chief Minister had
already demanded the release
of Punjab river waters to
Haryana...The Chief Minister
has even chosen to remain
silent on Khattar’s statement,”
they said, adding that all these
issues should be taken up at an
all party meeting.
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Leaving ample indication
of deteriorating law and

order situation daysafter
Rampurhat burning and mass
murder case that left 9 people
dead, different districts of
Bengal has witnessed two
rapes of minor girlsin two
consecutive days.

While the first incident
took place on Sunday in
Basirhat sub-divisionof North
24 Parganas where an 11-
year-old girl was gang-raped
by aseveral persons in the sec-
ond incident a 16-year-old
victim atChandipur in English
Bazar Police Station of Malda
district was rapedby an alleged
local Trinamool Congress
leader on Monday. The broth-
ers of accused in Malda work
with the State policedepart-
ment and allegedly helped
him flee spot, sources said.

The condition of the first
victim is quite serious and she
has been rushed to Kolkata.

*����
�
������
���*���)
���
�����$���
�


����...

5���
$��61�������
��$.�!����444

0
���
������
����"
��
444

�������
���
��
�����
�&�-�

����!
��%
0�������-�

����'��
������
����3
��*
���

,�/����������
�

01��2������������

From Page 1 
Yogendra Singh Rathore, a

resident of Gaur Sportswood,
Noida Sector 79, said, “I shift-
ed from Delhi to Noida hoping
to live in a peaceful environ-
ment but after purchasing the
flat, we have to pay maintenance
of around Rs 6,100 per month.
It feels like ‘Apne hi ghar mei
rent par reh rahe hai’. There are
around 800-900 flats in the
society and the minimum main-
tenance charge is Rs 6,100.
There is no transparency in
spending these funds for devel-
opment or providing basic
amenities.”

Talking about suffering after
taking possession in Supertech
Eco Village 2, Noida Extension,
Suresh Kumar said he is still
struggling to get basic facilities
done in the apartment. 

“I have requested the
builder many times to fix the
seepage problem in the flat but
even after several reminders,
things remain unchanged. We
cannot even use the washroom
as water spilled in the bedroom
attached to it due to the wrong
slope. 

They (builders) have
attached maintenance charges
with prepaid electric meters to
force residents to pay the
charges. The authorities need to
intervene to lift us from such a
pathetic condition,” he said.
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Delhi Police has registered
an First Information

Report (FIR) after a 19-year-
old Delhi University student
was injured when a rock slab
fell on her foot at an under-
construction underpass in
south Delhi.

Police said that the incident
took place on March 23 and the
case was registered against the
driver of a road roller engaged
at the under-construction
Benito Juarez Marg underpass.

The construction of the
underpass is being carried out
by the Public Works
Department. Sana Cheyl Felix,
who studies at the Jesus And
Mary College here, was cross-
ing the underpass with her
friends when a road-roller hit
the rock slab that fell on her

foot. 
According to a senior

police official, the case has
been registered under sections
279 (rash and negligent dri-
ving) and 338 (causing griev-
ous hurt by act endangering life
or personal safety of others) of
the Indian Penal Code against
the driver of a road roller.

Felix alleged that there was
no barricade or signage at the
underpass. An immediate
response was not available
from the PWD.

Meanwhile, the message
on the fundraising platform
accused the authority, the con-
struction group and the person
operating the road roller of
"unacceptable irresponsibili-
ty". At the time of filing the
report, over �3.82 lakh had
been raised, according to the
Milap.In. 
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The BJP-led Central
Government kept trying

to "impede" the implementa-
tion of the ‘Ghar-Ghar Ration
Yojna’ in the national Capital,
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
national convener and Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
said on Monday and
announced that the scheme
would be implemented in
Punjab by the Bhagwant
Mann-led AAP Government.

Elaborating upon the issue,
he said, “Under the ‘Ghar-
Ghar Ration Yojna’ the Punjab
Government will properly pack
all your rations and deliver it to
your doorstep with complete
dignity.

The underprivileged sec-
tion of the society will greatly
benefit from the scheme. I am
sure it will be implemented
very soon now that it has been
formally announced.”

"Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann has made a
great announcement today that
ration will be delivered to the
very doorstep of the people,

and it will immensely benefit
the poor. And, I feel, it will have
an impact on people across the
country," he said.

"We have also been trying
hard to implement it in Delhi
for the last four years. We had
done everything for it," he
said.

But the BJP Government at
the Centre has been trying to
"impede" the implementation
of this policy in Delhi which is
not right, he said.

"The time for this idea
(doorstep delivery policy) has
come. They won't let it get
implemented in Delhi, but it
will be implemented in Punjab.
And, the whole country will
see. All people of this country
will demand it. It will see
implementation across the
country," he claimed.

He cited the model of Aam
Aadmi Mohalla Clinic to but-
tress his claim, saying such clin-
ics are being set up at many
places in the country. What is
being implemented in Delhi, is
getting replicated in various
other States.

Earlier in the day, Mann

announced the rollout of the
doorstep ration delivery
scheme in his State, saying the
poor will no longer need to
stand in queues as good qual-
ity ration would be delivered at
their doorstep.

However, the scheme will
be optional for the eligible
beneficiaries, he said.

At the briefing, Kejriwal
said even after 75 years of
Independence, people have to
stand in long queues, face
hardship and take leave to col-
lect ration even though, the
time has come now when pizza
and other goods are being
delivered just by calling on the
phone.

In the last few years, the
"work of Delhi" had been
"stalled" like in the implemen-
tation of the Mohalla Clinic
scheme earlier, Kejriwal alleged
and asserted that his
Government, however, imple-
mented it.

He charged that the CCTV
camera project was also stalled
by the Centre and work relat-
ed to schools and hospitals was
also being stalled.
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The Delhi Assembly on
Monday passed a Censure

Motion against Delhi BJP pres-
ident Adesh Kumar Gupta for
allegedly making derogatory
remarks against Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal.

Speaker Ram Niwas Goel
also suspended three BJP
MLAs -- Anil Bajpai, Jitender
Mahajan and Ajay Mahawar –-
for a brief period amid a vocif-
erous protest by the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) over
Gupta's remarks. 

Bajpai, Mahajan and
Mahawar were told to leave
after they stood on the bench-
es even as the Speaker request-
ed them to sit down.

Following this, the pro-
ceedings of the House were
adjourned for 15 minutes, for
the second time since the
House first met in the morn-
ing. Earlier, as soon as the
MLAs assembled in the morn-
ing, AAP legislators entered
the Well of the House shouting

slogans over the BJP leader's
alleged remarks against
Kejriwal. “A Censure Motion
needs to be brought in the
House against the Delhi BJP
president for his derogatory
remark against the Chief
Minister. The Leader of
Opposition should tender an
apology,” AAP MLA Mohinder
Goel said.

The Speaker accepted the
Censure Motion by Goel after
the House reassembled around
noon and it was passed by
voice vote. “We are good peo-
ple. Our volunteers are shareef
(virtuous). Otherwise, such
remark deserve a beheading,”
Goel said. He dared Gupta to
make similar remarks against
Chief Ministers of BJP States.
Leader of Opposition Ramvir
Bidhuri said, “If any indecent
words have been used by any-
body, I condemn it.”

“If there is any truth in the
allegation against Adesh
Gupta, I will apologise to the
Delhi Chief Minister with fold-
ed hands. But if the Delhi BJP
president has condemned any
leader of our party, Mohinder
Goel will have to apologise in
the House,” he said. The
Speaker asked Bidhuri to show
him the video of the remarks
later, and allowed the three sus-
pended BJP MLAs to re-join
the House proceedings. 

Gurugram:The Gurugram
police recovered a body of a
transgender with injury marks
on his head and face in the
Sector-29 area on Monday.
The deceased was identified as
32-year-old Milan Shiekh a
resident of West Bengal, who
was transgender. According to
police, the deceased's nephew
alerted them about the inci-
dent. On this, a team of Sector-
29 police station reached the
spot and recovered the body
lying in a pool of blood in a
bush in front of Leisure Valley
Park in Sector 29. A team of
forensic experts also visited the
spot and collected evidence and
information about the
deceased.  

“Preliminary investigations
revealed that after an argument
someone hits the victim with a
stone to hide identity and to
destroy evidence. The police
are probing matter," Sanjeev
Balhara, Assistant
Commissioner of police (DLF)
said. SR
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Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia on

Monday said that the huge
amount earned from 'The
Kashmir Files' film should be
used for the welfare of the dis-
placed Kashmiri Pandits and
rebuilding their homes.

Speaking in the Delhi
Assembly, he said that the
pain of the community should
be felt by the people and not
"be sold in crores." “The huge

earnings from this movie
should be either put into a new
welfare foundation or existing
foundations working for the
Kashmiri Pandit communi-
ty.” “The Kejriwal Government
gave permanent jobs to 233
Kashmiri Pandit teachers.
They struggled for survival in
Delhi for 25 years but the BJP
leaders didn't even meet them. 

The BJP has been in power
at the Centre and Kashmir for
eight years but did not help
them,” he said. Sisodia further
said that the BJP spent 32 years
playing politics over Kashmiri
lives and is now promoting
'The Kashmir Files'. 

He demanded rehabilita-
tion of the Kashmiri Pandits
immediately. "I have not been
able to watch the film, as I was
busy with the (Delhi) Budget.
So I cannot comment on the
quality of the film. 

But, it's fine that a film has
been made on the suffering of
the Kashmiri Pandit commu-
nity, and it should be seen by
everyone. But, their pains
should be felt by other people,
and not be sold in crores,"
Sisodia said.  The controversial
film, directed by Vivek
Agnihotri and starring
Anupam Kher and other vet-
eran actors, has triggered a
raging debate on the exodus
and subsequent sufferings of
Kashmiri Pandits and grossed
over Rs 200 crore at the box
office.

Recently, Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal had said in
the Assembly that the film
should be put on YouTube for
free so that everyone could
watch it. The BJP in Delhi has
been demanding that the film
be made tax-free in the nation-
al Capital.

31��4�������
���1��/���
�����5�
���������2������/
����1��/�������

'��
�����
��
���6��

&�����
�-��
�8���������

��
����
���
��
���

���
���	���
�����������.
'������!������

/����0
"����"�����������
,
�
��
�*11�2�
������������
 

���
�����	���
���
���

�'����������������
���2�	��

��������
������
� ��	
����


Delhi BJP legislator
Vijender Gupta's plea to

allow a condemnation
motion to be passed in the
Assembly over Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal's remarks
on the Kashmiri Pandits exo-
dus was rejected by the
Assembly Speaker Ram
Niwas Goel on Monday.

Gupta had moved the con-
demnation motion and
demanded an apology from
Kejriwal, terming his remarks
on the exodus "insensitive." 

In the motion, Gupta
stated that Kejriwal's remarks
on March 25 in which he
cal led the movie ‘The
Kashmir Files' a “lie” has
hurt the sentiments of
Kashmiri Hindus worldwide.
Opposition members staged

a protest when the motion
was rejected. Gupta was mar-
shalled out while the rest of
the Opposition walked out in
protest. Goel did not allow a
dialogue on the issue saying
that he cannot allow a dis-
cussion on a film in the
Assembly. "Films are fictions.
I will not accept a discussion
on them in the House. I can-
not allow a discussion on a
film in Assembly," he said.
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Amassive fire broke out on
Monday at the dumping

yard of east Delhi's Ghazipur
area leading to a huge cloud of
smoke enveloping the region
and neighbouring areas.
Officials said that no casualty
has been reported and the
cause of the fire is yet to be
ascertained. Chief Fire Officer
Atul Garg said that a call was
received regarding the fire in

Khaata at Ghazipur around
2.30 PM following which nine
fire tenders were rushed to the
spot to bring the blaze under
control and efforts were on to
douse the flames, adding that
it may take a few more hours.

A thick blanket of smoke
was seen at a section of the
dumping yard, where the fire
broke out. Meanwhile, Delhi
Environment Minister Gopal
Rai directed the Delhi Pollution
Control Committee (DPCC) to
submit a report on the incident
within 24 hours.

In April last year, the
DPCC had imposed a fine of
Rs 40 lakh on the East Delhi
Municipal Corporation
(EDMC) after a blaze at the
Ghazipur landfill site. Fires at

the landfill are known to wors-
en pollution levels in the area.

Such incidents had been
reported from the Ghazipur
landfill in the past, too, which
indicates “lack of measures
taken and vigilance observed
by the EDMC to prevent such
episodes,” an official said. 

AAP MLA Kuldeep Kumar
talked about the latest fire inci-
dent at Ghazipur in the ongo-
ing Budget Session of the Delhi
Assembly and demanded
action against the guilty offi-
cials.

He also blamed East Delhi
BJP MP Gautam Gambhir for
incident, saying residents of his
Kondli Assembly constituency
were forced to inhale poisonous
smoke caused by the fire.

��

�"��	�������0��3����
$���	�$$���		
��
�
���
��
�
��

��������
������� ��	
����


Deputy Chief Minister and
Education Minister

Manish Sisodia paid a surprise
visit to Sarvodaya Kanya
Vidyalaya on Monday to check
the progress of academic activ-
ities in the school. During visit
he also discussed studies with
students and learnt about their
experiences of Happiness and
‘Elite Mathematics Classes’
(EMC) classes from them.

Sisodia also attended
Happiness Class in school to
check on learning process being
followed. Students said that
they are being taught mindful-
ness and art of happiness

through various classroom
activities.They have been able to
concentrate on their studies in
a better way after attending
these sessions. To provide guid-
ance to students for making
informed career choices, stu-
dents at SKV, Pandara Road are
being provided assistance by

experts through ‘Career
Conclave’. Education and
Vocational Guidance
Counselors (EVGC) at the
Conclave are providing career
as well as educational related
counseling to students of Class
12. This Career Conclave is also
open to students of nearby

government schools for career
counseling. SKV students also
added that they have been able
to learn many new things with
help of Entrepreneurship
Mindset Curriculum (EMC)
and Business Blasters Program,
which was very different from
routine subjects. 
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Delhi Police has busted a
fake call centre and arrest-

ed eight people for allegedly
duping foreign nationals by
posing as members of the tech-
nical support team of Amazon
and PayPal.

Police said that the call cen-
tre was running in Delhi's
Jamia Nagar area. According to
Esha Pandey, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), Southeast district, after
receiving a tip-off about fake
international call centre, the

police conducted a raid at the
premises. “The accused tried to
escape but they were later
arrested. Two accused, includ-
ing owner of call centre, were
apprehended from their resi-
dence. Further investigation is
underway to nab associates of
the accused," said DCP.

“The accused told the
police that they ran the centre
to earn a quick buck. The
accused disclosed that they
had duped several people,
mostly US citizens, by posing
as executives of Amazon Inc
and PayPal,” said the DCP.

Elaborating upon their
modus operandi, the accused
told police that they managed
to get fake ads of technical sup-
port containing their virtual
toll-free numbers, displayed
on top of the browsed pages.
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With three fresh cases of
dengue reported in a

week in the national capital,
the total number of people
infected with the vector borne
disease has reached 72 this
year.

According to a report
released by the civic agencies
on Monday 12 cases of malar-
ia and 14 cases of chikun-

gunya also reported this year.
Concerned over the cases of
vector-borne diseases,
Commissioner of the South
Corporation Gyanesh Bharti
has issued advisory on pre-
vention and control of vector
borne diseases. He called for
prevention of mosquito
breeding at source. The
Commissioner asked head of
departments of various agen-
cies including Delhi Metro
Rail Corporation (DMRC),

Delhi Jal Board (DJB), Delhi
Development Authority
(DDA), Delhi Police, Public
Works Department (PWD),
and Central Public Works
Department (CPWD) to
nominate the nodal officers to
ensure preventive measures.

“This year, there is a need
to concentrate more on
Educational Institutes col-
leges and schools as they were
closed due to corona crisis
and now they are reopening.

The designated nodal officer
of these institutes must ensure
that there is no artificial water
collection in open grounds,
roofs of buildings, flower pots
etc. Also, overhead tanks
should be emptied, covered
and locked. Unused vehicles
like school/college buses
should be covered and parked
in covered spaces to prevent
water collection inside,” Bharti
said. Bharti has requested all
the heads of all agencies to

ensure that the water tanks or
containers placed overhead
and others area are kept prop-
erly covered with lid and
overflow pipe or air vent are
covered with wire mesh.
Collection of stagnant water
should not be allowed inside
or around office premises and
if the same does take place a
little quantity of kerosene,
petrol and diesel may be put
in such stagnant wastewater
collection. Unused or broken

bottles, plastic cups, pots and
tyres etc. that can hold water
should not be left in the
open.Bharti also requested
the heads of offices to nomi-
nate their nodal officers to
ensure compliance of adviso-
ry and proper prevention and
control of waterborne dis-
eases by eliminating breeding
of mosquitoes across their
complex.  “The Delhi
Municipal Corporation by
laws 1975 on Malaria and

other vector-borne diseases
provides for an action on fail-
ure to take specified prevent-
ed measures.  The failure is
punishable. On detection of
repeated breeding, besides
legal notice, challan, Police
complaint may be lodged
under section 269 of Indian
Penal Code,” he said. Bharti
has called upon Resident
Welfare Associations, Market
Association and general pub-
lic to take preventive mea-

sures failing which the out-
break of dengue and chikun-
gunya may become uncon-
trollable. He has sent a advi-
sory to all offices of Central,
State Government, CPWD,
PWD, DDA, Delhi Police,
Delhi Jal Board, DMRC.
Registrars of all universities
and deemed universities in
Delhi, all associations of pro-
fessionals and all associations
of traders, chambers of com-
merce.
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Opposition members on
Monday accused the

Government of running away
from a debate in Parliament on
the issue of price rise, including
the hike in fuel costs soon after
the recent assembly elections.
Several MPs were on their feet
raising the matter in Rajya
Sabha, but the House was
adjourned within minutes of the
start of the day's proceedings.

The opposition parties
alleged that the way they were
not allowed to raise the issue
during the Zero Hour was
unprecedented. However, later
some members raised their
concerns on price rise during
the debate on the Finance Bill.

"Truly extraordinary that at
a few minutes past 11 AM, as
soon as Opposition MPs got up
to raise issues concerning price
rise and trade union strike, the
Hon'ble Chairman adjourned
the Rajya Sabha instantly.

Clearly, the Modi Sarkar wants
no discussion or debate,"
Congress leader and chief whip
in Rajya Sabha Jairam Ramesh
said outside the Parliament.

TMC MP Derek O'Brien
took to Twitter, "Shocker. Every
member of opposition was in
their seat. Yet RS adjourned till
12 noon. Zero Hour Washed
out. BJP running away from
discussion on price rise. BJP
don't want Parliament to run.
Show TV footage: country will
know truth. Hon. Chairman,
Sir. You are an honorable man."

Shiv Sena MP Priyanka
Chaturvedi alleged that the
Government was running away
from a debate on the issue that
concerned every Indian. "While
the prices of petroleum prod-
ucts were being raised every
day after the elections were
over, parliamentarians are not
even allowed to raise the issue,"
she told outside the Parliament.

Chairman M Venkaiah
Naidu adjourned the house

shortly after it met for the day
at 11.00 am when the
Opposition members protest-
ed when he did not admit
notices given by some mem-
bers on the issue of price rise.
"I have gone through the
notices. I have decided not to
admit them," Naidu said. Later
the upper house functioned
normally and the members
took the opportunity to attack
the Government on price rise
during a discussion on the
Appropriation Bill, 2022.

Alleging financial irregu-

larities by the YSRCP-led dis-
pensation in Andhra Pradesh
during the debate, TDP MP
Kanakamedala Ravindra
Kumar appealed to the central
Government to impose finan-
cial emergency in the state. "I
appeal to the Government to
do the needful and save the
people of Andhra Pradesh
from the financial anarchism of
the State Government and
secure their future, if neces-
sary...By imposing financial
emergency in the state of
Andhra Pradesh," Kumar said.
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The Government on
Monday assured

Parliament that the Defence
Public Sector Undertakings
(DPSU) will continue to play
a key role in manufacturing
weapon systems and there is
no question of weakening
them.

Making this assertion in
the Rajya Sabha, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh also
said the Government is taking
all steps to strengthen these
units with equity support,
clearing their liabilities and
placing high level orders.

The Minister gave this
assurance when asked during
Question Hour about the role
of PSUs in weapons manufac-
turing and opening the

Defence sector for the private
sector.

"Our Government is
strengthening all DPSUs with
equity support. We are also
clearing their committed lia-
bilities so that our DPSUs do
not weaken in any manner."

He also informed the
House that about “80 per cent
orders are given to DPSUs
even today. There is no ques-
tion of weakening the DPSUs."

Earlier, the Minister of
State for Defence Ajat Bhat
said the Defence sector is dri-
ven by high-end technology
and innovation and produc-
tion orders are given to DPSUs
too, even as foreign direct
investment (FDI) is  allowed in
areas where the country does
not have expertise and capac-
ity.

The Government is taking

steps to make the country
self-reliant in the Defence sec-
tor. Therefore, the
Government has split the
Ordnance Factory Board into
seven new public sector units
(PSUs), he 
said.

Bhat said the country is
benefitting from the opening
of the Defence sector to private
firms. The FDI inflow in
Defence and aerospace, which
stood at �1,382 crore during 14
years from 2001, rose to �3,343
crore in the ongoing seven
years of the Modi 
Government. 

He also said the Vajpayee
Government opened up the
Defence sector for the private
sector in 2001.  During the
next 10-15 years only 215
licences were issued while in
the last seven years of the Modi

Government 353 licences were
granted for Defence produc-
tion, the Minister said.

Responding to a supple-
mentary query on lower
investment after the FDI was
opened in Defence, the
Minister said, the Government
has made a list of 209 items in
order for the country to
become self-reliant. 

He said the next fiscal, 68
per cent of the capital pro-
curement budget has been set
aside for domestic industries.

On steps taken to boost
domestic production, Bhatt
said the Government has
formed two Defence industri-
al corridors, one each in Uttar
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu. India
is exporting to 72 countries
and figures in top 35 Defence
exporting nations in the 
world.
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AParliamentary panel has
lauded the Union Ayush

Ministry for initiating a string
of innovative measures includ-
ing emphasis on integration of
traditional alternative medi-
cines in the National Health
Mission (NHM)  and estab-
lishing the system with grow-
ing numbers of people repos-
ing their faith in its efficacy.

“The Committee appreci-
ates that the National Health
Policy (NHP) 2017 had strong-
ly advocated mainstreaming
the potential of AYUSH with-
in a pluralistic system of
Integrative healthcare and re-
emphasizing the need for inte-
grating AYUSH in the National
Health Mission, research and
education,” said the panel head-
ed by Rajya Sabha MP Ram
Gopal Yadav.

However, the panel in its
report submitted in Parliament
recently, felt that given that the
percentage of budgetary esti-
mate with respect to GDP has
been gradually increasing with
0.009 percentage  in 2016-17 to
0.015 per cent  in 2022-23,
realization of the vision of
Ayush sector contributing to
7.7 per cent of GDP by 2047
seems to be a distant dream.

Hence, the Ministry should

systematically move ahead for
strengthening the Ayush sys-
tem through a series of mea-
sures that need to be under-
taken….must be adequately
funded and schemes meticu-
lously executed so as to realize
the full potential of Ayush
Systems, said the panel. The
importance of Ayush Systems,
particularly in Covid times, is
highly appreciated with rising
popularity of these systems
and their increasing 8 accept-
ability as an economical and
effective system of medicine,
the panel added

Talking about the targets
under the National AYUSH
Mission (NAM), the panel said
that the mechanism envisages
better access to AYUSH services
through increase in number of
AYUSH Hospitals and
Dispensaries, ensure availabil-
ity of AYUSH drugs and trained
manpower. The parliamentary
committee also took note of the
fact that as per the NAM, there
is a paradigm shift in the recent
past in the approach from dis-
ease management towards
achieving wellness.

The AYUSH systems advo-
cate holistic wellness approach
aiming at prevention of dis-
eases and promotion of health
and wellbeing. The
Government has kept target to
upgrade 12,500 Health and

Wellness Centres (HWCs)
through States/UTs in Centrally
Sponsored Scheme mode and
under the broad umbrella of
National AYUSH Mission
(NAM) in a phased manner by
2023-24 with a financial outlay
of �3399.35 crore.

“The Committee has been
given to understand that the
Ministry had projected a
demand of �800.00 crore for
NAM and it is heartening to see
that it has been allocated the
same amount in BE 2022-23.
The Committee is pleased to
note that demand for enhanced
funds was due to demand of
States/UTs for strengthening
Ayush health facilities in their
respective States/UTs.

Stating that the 36
States/UTs, a total of 487 Ayush
Co-located facilities are at
District Hospitals level, 2811 at
CHCs level and 7452 at PHCs
level, the panel noted that,
“Maximum number of AYUSH
co-located facilities are in
Odisha and Uttar Pradesh. It is
also noted that Arunachal
Pradesh, Assam and Kerala
have NIL Ayush Co-located
facilities at all the three levels
of District Hospitals, CHCs and
PHCs. Bihar has AYUSH co-
located facilities only at District
Hospitals level while Gujarat
has co-located facilities only at
PHCs level.”
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ASpiceJet flight on Monday
collided with a pole at the

Indira Gandhi International
Airport  (IGIA) in the nation-
al Capital on Monday, causing
damage to both the plane and
the pole. The collision occurred
during pushback, that is, when
the aircraft was being moved
from the passenger terminal to
the runway. None of the pas-
sengers were injured and the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) has begun an
investigation into the matter.

The Boeing 737-800 air-
craft of SpiceJet was being
pushed back Monday morning
when its right wing hit the

lightning pole in the apron area
of the airport.  The flight was
headed to Jammu from IGI air-
port at 9.30 am before its right
wing hit the pole, damaging the
aileron - a hinged part on the
trailing end of the wing that
helps steer the plane. The air-
craft had to return to the bay.

In a statement, a SpiceJet
spokesperson said, "On March
28, 2022, SpiceJet flight SG 160
was scheduled to operate
between Delhi and Jammu.
"During push back, the right
wing trailing edge came in
close contact with a pole, caus-
ing damage to aileron. A
replacement aircraft has been
arranged to operate the flight,"
he said.  
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Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan on

Monday said that the fifth edi-
tion of 'Pariksha Pe Charcha' on
April 1 by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will help lakhs
of students "boost the self-
confidence" ahead of the annu-
al exams they are to take with-
in a month's time.

After the exams were
affected during the two years of
covid pandemic in the country,
Pradhan sought the "support of
all the stakeholders" of society
to streamline and put back on
fast track the education of the
country as move towards
implementing the new
National Education Policy.

“The 5th edition of
'Pariksha Pe Charcha' will be
held on 1st April 2022. This
participatory outreach pro-
gram will have PM Modi inter-
act with exam (board) aspirants
(students). Keeping covid
restrictions in mind, only one
thousand students of Delhi
NCR, UP, and Haryana are
invited to the programme. The
Pariksha Pe Charcha will help
boost the self-confidence of the
students, especially the new
generation. I seek the support

of all the stakeholders of soci-
ety, especially youngsters, stu-
dents, parents and teachers,"
Pradhan said addressing a Press
conference.

Highlighting the impact
of the pandemic on the exams,
the Minister said that it com-
pelled the exams to be con-
ducted in the online mode,
however, the exams "should be
conducted under the invigila-
tion" since the COVID situa-
tion in the country is proceed-
ing towards normalcy.

"There is a dialogue
between the students and the
Prime Minister. Its importance
has increased this time. In the
post-Corona phase, exams will
be held. We were compelled to
make exams online and some-
times offline in the past two
years due to the impact of
COVID-19. But it is the notion
of the educational experts that
the exams should be conduct-
ed under invigilation. The sit-
uation is proceeding towards
normalcy due to the coopera-
tion of society and vaccination,"
he said.

"All educational institu-
tions, all the medical colleges
functioning under the Health
Ministry, Nursing schools,
other educational institutions

run under the Central
Government and the educa-
tional institutions run in their
partnership in the states. The
Pariksha Pe Charcha event will
be organised in all of such
places," the Minister added.
Pradhan further informed that
he has written a letter to the
Chief Ministers and Governors
as part of the outreach efforts
for the event and hoped that
every state will participate.

"In the next one or two
days, we will reach out to the
Chief Ministerial and
Ministerial levels. The
Secretary is contacting the
states on the administrative
level on part of the bureaucra-
cy. I have written to the Chief
Ministers and the Governors
on the matter. We believe that
all the states will participate," he
said.

Asked if the West Bengal

government has responded to
the Minister's letter, he said, "I
believe all the state govern-
ments should respond to it.
What problem can one have
with this? I expect everyone's
response."

The Minister also informed
that the students will be
brought to the Governor's
House in the states and the
event will be streamed live. The
Prime Minister had conceptu-
alized the unique interactive
programme in which students,
parents, teachers across the
nation and also from overseas
interact with him to discuss
and overcome the stress emerg-
ing out of examinations.

An online creative writing
competition was conducted in
December-January to select
participants. Around 15.7 lakh
participants had registered for
the creative writing competi-
tion. 'Pariksha Pe Charcha' has
been organized successfully
for the last four years by the
Department of School
Education and Literacy,
Ministry of Education. The
first three editions of Pariksha
Pe Charcha were held in New
Delhi in a town-hall interactive
format. The fourth edition was
held online on April 17, 2021.
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ADelhi court on Monday
allowed the CBI to collect

the handwriting sample of for-
mer managing director and
chief executive officer of
National Stock Exchange (NSE)
Chitra Ramkrishna in connec-
tion with the NSE co-location
case. Special Judge Sanjeev
Aggarwal also extended
Ramkrishna's judicial custody
till April 11, after she was pro-
duced before the court at the end
of her earlier judicial custody. 

The court passed the order
on the applications moved by
the CBI, which said that the
investigation was at a very
crucial stage and it was exam-

ining several digital evidences
in the case. The CBI had arrest-
ed Ramkrishna after her antic-
ipatory bail application was dis-
missed by the court earlier. The
court on March 26 sought
CBI's response on
Ramkrishna's bail plea and
posted the matter for 
April 8. 

The court recently dis-
missed the bail application of
NSE's former group operating
officer (GOO) Anand
Subramanian in the case. The
arrest was made in the case
related to the co-location scam,
the FIR for which was regis-
tered in May 2018, amid fresh
revelations about irregulari-
ties at the country's largest
stock exchange.               
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One of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s dream

projects, Sagarmala, is running
behind schedule even as the cost
under pillar 'Port
Modernisation' has shot up by
�20,000 crore — from �2,59,817
crores to �2,61,052 crore.

Data shared with a parlia-
mentary panel by the Ministry
of Port, Shipping and
Waterways to the Committee,
revealed that under the
Sagarmala Programme, there
are 802 projects worth invest-
ment of �5.54 lakh crores for
implementation during 2015 to
2035, out of which 181 projects
worth �94,712 crores have been
completed and 223 projects
worth �2.11 lakh crores are
under implementation. 398
projects worth �2.48 lakh
Crores are under various stages
of development.

The Parliament Standing
Committee on Transport,
Tourism and Culture, headed
by MP TG Venkatesh, wanted
to know as to how many pro-
jects under the Sagarmala
Programme have been delayed,
what are the issues for the delay,
and what is the cost escalation
as a result of these delays.

The ministry informed
that there are four categories of
projects namely, New Ports,
Modernization of Major Ports,
Modernization of Non-Major
ports and Ship Repair Projects
fall under this pillar.

The Committee said in its
report tabled in Parliament on
Sagarmala Project, that it is dis-
appointed to note that though
the concept of Sagarmala pro-
gramme was approved in 2015,
and nearly eight years later only
half of the projects for ship
repairs are under implementa-
tion stage and not even one has
been completed and suggested
that a dedicated mechanism
should be put in place for
effective coordination and
monitoring of PPP projects in
the Sagarmala programme.

However, nearly a year
afterwards, only one more
additional project has been
completed leading to a total of
77 completed projects while 36
projects at major ports and 15
projects at non-major ports are
under implementation.

As per the Ministry, of the
175 projects worth �75,064
crores at major ports, 76 pro-
jects worth �21,928 crores have
been completed and 36 projects
worth �12,600 crores are cur-

rently under implementation
under, which is considered as
a dream project.

“A total 242 projects under
Port modernization of Non-
Major ports and Ship Repair
Project, at cost of �2,61,052
crores have been undertaken
for implementation by 2035.
Out of these 242 projects, 77
projects worth �26,968 crores
have been completed,” it 
said.

The Ministry informed the
Committee that the Sagarmala
Programme has a dedicated pil-
lar for Port Connectivity con-
sisting of 208 projects in total
worth �1.36 lakh crores being
undertaken by various imple-
mentation agencies. Out of
these 208 projects, 56 projects
worth �19,489 crores have been
completed and 69 projects
worth �84,360 crores have been
awarded and are currently
under implementation. A total
91 port-rail connectivity pro-
jects worth �75,215 crores have
been taken up by the ministry
with Indian Railways, Major
Ports, and Maritime Boards,
out of which 34 projects worth
�10,393 crores have been com-
pleted and 57 projects are in
various stages of development
and implementation.
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Giving a boost to its long
range maritime recon-

naissance especially in the
Indian Ocean region as China
is adopting an aggressive stance
there, the Indian Navy will on
Tuesday commission its second
reconnaissance air squadron
comprising a fleet of P-8I air-
craft.

The air squadron 316 will
be commissioned at the INS
Hansa, a naval air station near
Dabolim in Goa, in the pres-
ence of Chief of Naval Staff R
Hari Kumar, officials said here
on Monday.

The Indian Navy Air
Squadron (INAS) 316 will
operate the Boeing P-8I multi-
role long-range maritime

reconnaissance and
anti-submarine war-
fare aircraft, they
said.  Four planes
form part of the new
squadron.  India
already has eight
such planes procured
in 2013 and stationed
at INS Rajali in
Arakkonam, Tamil
Nadu.

The new squadron is being
raised amid growing concerns
over China's increasing forays
into the Indian Ocean Region.
The P-8I aircraft is powered by
twin jet engines and can be
equipped with air-to-ship mis-
siles and torpedoes.

The INAS 316 has been
christened 'The Condors' after
one of the largest flying birds
in the world. The insignia of

the squadron depicts a Condor
searching over the blue expanse
of the sea.

The INAS 316 will operate
the second batch of four addi-
tional P-8I aircraft, adding
teeth to the armour of the
Indian Navy, to deter, detect
and destroy any threat to the
nation in the Indian Ocean
Region, officials said.

Last month, Boeing deliv-
ered the 12th Poseidon-8I mar-

itime patrol aircraft to India.
The fleet is being operated by
the Indian Navy primarily to
carry out surveillance in the
Indian Ocean region.

The P-8I is an integral part
of the Indian Navy's fleet and
has surpassed 35,000 flight
hours since it was inducted in
2013. The aircraft, with its
superior maritime surveillance
and reconnaissance capabilities
and operational readiness, has
proven to be an important
asset to the Navy.

The Indian Navy was the
first international customer for
the P-8 aircraft.

The aircraft is also operat-
ed by the US Navy, the Royal
Australian Air Force, the
United Kingdom's Royal Air
Force and the Royal Norwegian
Air Force.
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Coming to the rescue of
several patients of rare dis-

eases, a group of 22 MPs from
the Rajya Sabha has sought
urgent intervention of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to
provide immediate financial
support to such persons under
Government's Rashtriya
Aarogya Nidhi (RAN) scheme
to save their lives.

The RAN was set up to
provide financial assistance to
patients, living below the
poverty line and who are suf-
fering from major life-threat-
ening diseases, to receive med-
ical treatment at any of the
super speciality hospitals or
institutes or other Government
hospitals.

Cutting across party lines,

the MPs wrote to Modi, seek-
ing an urgent meeting with him
about saving the lives of sever-
al young patients, diagnosed
with life-threatening rare dis-
ease conditions, classified
under Group 3(a) in the
National Policy for Rare
Diseases.

“We would like to seek a
meeting with you urgently to
discuss the life threatening
risks that many of the young
patients, primarily children,
are facing and the impending
loss of lives due to the lack of
immediate support for their
treatment,” the letter read.

The MPs noted that despite

several pleas to extend the
Umbrella Scheme of RAN as a
special, one-time provision for
treatment of these patients
before March 31, 2022, these
patients and their caregivers
have been left with no option
but to wait for the inevitable.

The members expressed
concern that the non-utilisa-
tion of the budgetary allocation
under RAN before March 31,
2022, would not only lead to a
fund lapse, but also deprive
many of these eligible patients
from seeking life-saving treat-
ment to their conditions, for
which the Drugs Controller
General of India (DCGI)

approved therapies are already
available in India since long.

The group includes
Congress MPs Vandana
Chavan and Fauzia Khan and
RJD MP Manoj Kumar Jha,
among others.

According to the parlia-
mentarians, even after almost a
year of the crowd funding plat-
form being set up, only a mea-
gre amount of �1.16 lakh has
been raised so far, as a result of
which not a single patient has
been put on treatment.Over 250
Group 3 patients have regis-
tered their applications on the
portal seeking treatment sup-
port, out of which 50 patients
are in urgent need of support to
start their treatment, they 
said.

Making a fervent appeal to
the prime minister, the group
of 22 MPs wrote, “We would
also like to draw your attention
that the eight designated
Centers of Excellence (CoEs)
designated under the National
Policy for Rare Diseases 2021
had together sought immediate
financial support of �22 crore
to provide immediate life-sav-
ing treatment to a priority list
of 35 patients, mostly chil-
dren, diagnosed with Group 3
conditions".
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The Supreme Court on Monday grant-
ed four weeks to the Centre to respond

to a plea, which has sought directions for
framing of guidelines for identification of
minorities at the State level, contending
that Hindus are in minority in 10 States.

A bench of justices S K Kaul and M M
Sundresh posted the matter for hearing on
May 10 and asked the Union of India to
place its stand on record on a plea filed by
advocate Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay.

At the outset, Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta sought two weeks time, saying that
he had not gone through the affidavit filed
by the Ministry of Minority Affairs.

The ministry in the affidavit has told
the top court that state governments can
declare any religious or linguistic com-
munity, including Hindus, as minority
within the said state.

Responding to the solicitor general's
submission, the bench said, "The reply
appears to be seen in the newspapers."

To this, Mehta said," In some of the
PILs, the pleadings even before coming to
the law officers, find their way to the
media. Some PILs have that peculiarity."

The apex court noted Mehta's sub-
mission that he needs time to place the
Centre's stand on record, and adjourned
the matter.

"Solicitor General submits that could-
n't place his stand on record as he has not
vetted the affidavit even though it may have
appeared in the newspapers. He requests
four weeks time... We grant four weeks to

the Centre. Rejoinder to be filed two weeks
thereafter," the bench said.

The ministry has also submitted that
matters concerning whether followers of
Hinduism, Judaism and Bahaism can
establish and administer educational insti-
tutions of their choice in the said states and
those related to their identification as
minority within the state may be consid-
ered at the state level. 

Upadhyay had challenged the validi-
ty of section 2(f ) of the National
Commission for Minority Education
Institution Act, 2004, alleging that it gives
unbridled power to the Centre and termed
it "manifestly arbitrary, irrational, and
offending".

Section 2(f) of the Act empowers the
Centre to identify and notify minority
communities in India.

The plea, filed through advocate
Ashwani Kumar Dubey, said that denial of
benefits to the "real" minorities and "arbi-
trary and unreasonable" disbursements
under schemes meant for them to the
absolute majority infringes upon their fun-
damental right.

"In alternative,
direct and declare
that followers of
Judaism, Bahaism
and Hinduism, who
are minorities in

Ladakh, Mizoram, Lakshadweep, Kashmir,
Nagaland, Meghalaya, Arunachal Pradesh,
Punjab and Manipur, can establish and
administer educational institutions of
their choice in spirit of the TMA Pai
Ruling," the plea said.

The apex court in the TMA Pai
Foundation case had held that the state
is well within its rights to introduce a reg-
ulatory regime in the national interest to
provide minority educational institu-
tions with well-qualified teachers in
order for them to achieve excellence in
education.

Quoting Article 30 of the
Constitution, the plea said that minori-
ties whether based on religion or language
shall have the right to establish-admin-
ister educational institutions of their
choice. The petition said that denial of
minority rights to actual religious and lin-
guistic minorities is a violation of the rights
of minority enshrined under Articles 14
and 21 (no person shall be deprived of his
life or personal liberty except according to
procedure established by law) of the
Constitution.The apex court had earlier
allowed a plea seeking transfer of cases
from several high courts to it against the
Centre's notification to declare five com-
munities -- Muslims, Christians, Sikhs,
Buddhists, and Parsis -- as minorities and
tagged the matter with the main petition. 
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Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath

on Monday took oath as the
member of legislative Assembly
in Lucknow.Yogi Adityanath is
a first time MLA as he previ-
ously had been a member of
the legislative council in the
state during his first five-year
tenure as Chief Minister. 

Yogi is also a five-term MP
from Gorakhpur Lok Sabha
constituency.

Samajwadi Party chief and
leader of opposition Akhilesh
Yadav also took oath as an
MLA. 

He is also a first time
MLA. He was an MLC during
his stint as the chief minister of
the state during 2012-17.Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath and
Akhilesh Yadav wished each
other. Yogi patted Akhilesh
Yadav on his back.

Akhilesh Yadav also shook
hands with Deputy Chief
Minister Keshav Prasad
Maurya.

Later, talking to the media,
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
welcomed all the newly elect-
ed MLAs.  “UP assembly, the
biggest state assembly of India,
is ready to welcome all the
newly-elected MLAs. 

I hope that all the MLAs
will make a firm resolve to con-
tribute in the development of
the state as per the
Constitution,” Yogi said.

The chief minister said, “I
am confident that all the MLAs
would abide by the dignity and
the traditions of the assembly
and ensure peaceful conduct of

the proceedings of the
House.”Barring a few, almost all
the newly-elected members of
the 18th Uttar Pradesh Vidhan
Sabha were administered oath
of office by Pro Tem Speaker
Ramapati Shastri and four
other panel members.

Along with Pro Tem
Speaker Ramapati Shastri,
Governor Anandiben Patel had
nominated Suresh Kumar
Khanna, Jai Pratap Singh and
Mata Prasad Pandey to admin-
ister the oath to the MLAs.

Shastri took oath as pro
tem speaker on Saturday.

Yogi Adityanath was sworn
in as the chief minister of the
state by Governor Anandiben
Patel in a jam-packed Atal
Bihari Vajpayee Ekana Cricket
Stadium on Friday last week. 

A total of 52 ministers had
taken oath as ministers, includ-
ing two deputy chief ministers. 

Keshav Prasad Maurya and
Brajesh Pathak had taken oath
as the deputy chief ministers of
the state.

The Bharatiya Janata Party
has won 275 seats in the Uttar
Pradesh assembly and its allies
in the state have also registered
impressive performances.
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Bharatiya Janata Party’s
senior MLA Satish Mahana

is all set to be elected unop-
posed as the Speaker of the
18th Uttar Pradesh Assembly.

Mahana filed his nomina-
tion papers for the Speaker’s
post on Monday and no
Opposition party filed nomi-
nation against him.

The deadline for filing
nomination was 2 pm on
Monday.

Mahana, accompanied by
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
and Deputy Chief Minister
Brajesh Pathak, filed his nom-
ination papers before
Returning Officer Pradeep
Kumar Dube, who is principal
secretary of UP assembly sec-
retariat. 

Raja Bhaiya of Jansatta Dal
was among the proposers.

The result will be declared
on Tuesday.

Mahana was state minister
for industrial development in
the first term of the Yogi
Adityanath government. 

Satish Mahana, who has
won his eighth assembly elec-
tion this year, represents
Maharajpur assembly con-
stituency in Kanpur.
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Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath has ordered an

inquiry into the brutal murder
of a Muslim man in Kushinagar
for celebrating the victory of
Bharatiya Janata Party in the
Assembly polls.

Earlier, a Muslim woman
was thrown out of her house in
Bareilly and her in-laws threat-
ened to divorce her as she voted
for the BJP against their wish-
es.

Expressing grief over the
incident here on Monday after
the victim succumbed to his
injuries on Sunday, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
ordered an impartial probe
into the incident and stern
legal proceedings against those
involved in the killing. 

He also announced an ex
gratia of Rs 2 lakh to the fam-
ily of the victim.

Two persons have been
arrested in this connection,
the Kushinagar police claimed
on Monday.

Reports said that the vic-
tim, Babar Ali, who was
thrashed on March 20 last in
Kathargarhi, died during treat-
ment in Lucknow and when his
body reached the village on
Sunday, his family members
refused to perform the last rites
and demanded the arrest of the
killers.

However, local MLA PN
Pathak and other officials
reached there, and finally the
family agreed to bury Ali’s
body.

Police said Ali was target-
ed allegedly by his neighbours
for apparently participating in

the BJP’s campaigning and cel-
ebrating its victory in the
assembly polls.

On a complaint filed by the
victim’s wife, Fatima Khatoon,
police registered a case against
Azimullah, Arif, Salma and
Tahid on March 21 and arrest-
ed Arif and Tahid.

As per reports, Ali cam-
paigned for Pathak, a BJP
leader, during the assembly
election and on the day of vic-
tory, he not only burst crack-
ers but also distributed sweets.
His neighbours became very
angry, threatened him with
dire consequences and on
March 20, they surrounded
him in his house and started
beating him up with sticks,
police said.

When he climbed to the
roof of the house, to save him-
self, they threw him down
from there, the police said.

Ali’s brother Chande Alam
and Fatima told reporters that
they went to the police and
other officials several times to
get protection from their neigh-
bours but no one cared.

Pathak said that the cul-
prits would not be spared and
stern action would be taken
against them.
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Amidst apprehension of
threat to the life of don-

turned-politico Mukhtar
Ansari expressed by his fami-
ly members, the incarcerated
don was brought for appear-
ance at the MP/MLA court in
Lucknow and later sent back to
Banda jail on Monday.

Ansari was taken out of
Banda jail in an ambulance
early Monday morning and
was brought to Lucknow by
road for hearing in the court.

He was earlier brought
back from Ropar in Punjab,
and lodged in Banda jail.

His son and newly-elected
MLA, Abbas Bin Mukhtar
Ansari, said that he feared that
his father might be harmed in
transit.

"I do not understand why
he is being shifted without
prior information. We came to
know that preparations for
shifting my father to a
Lucknow court started late
Sunday night," he said.

Interestingly, the Vajra
vehicle attached with Ansari’s
security fleet also developed
some technical snag soon after
leaving Banda district jail. 

The escorting personnel
somehow got it repaired but
finally left the vehicle and pro-
ceeded to Lucknow in anoth-
er vehicle.

Meanwhile, in another sig-
nificant development, the
Barabanki police registered a
case against former Bahujan
Samaj Party MLA and jailed
don Mukhtar Ansari under
the Gangsters Act on Sunday.

As per details received, 12
other aides of Ansari were also

booked by the police in con-
nection with a case related to
the use of an ambulance to
transport Ansari to and from
the Punjab jail.

Circle Officer (City) in
Barabanki, Aatish Kumar, con-
firmed that investigations were
underway in the case.

The police have named 12
persons from Mau, Ghazipur,
Lucknow and Prayagraj for
registering an ambulance
against a false address and for
using it to ferry Ansari to and
from Punjab jail.

All the accused in this case
have been arrested.

The ambulance (UP 41 AT
7171) was registered on forged
paperwork and was used to
transport Mukhtar Ansari from
a Ropar prison to a Mohali
court. 

The UP police probed the
case in March 2021 and found
that the vehicle was registered
in Barabanki.

Further investigation
revealed that the vehicle was
registered in the name of
Shyam Sanjeevani Hospital and
Research Center owner Dr
Alka Rai. 

It surfaced that Ansari’s
colleagues Rajnath Yadav and
Mujahid went to Dr Rai to get

her signature on forged papers. 
Even the fitness test had

not been done since 2017.
The police also claimed

that the ambulance was used to
carry firearms by Ansari’s gang.

A charge-sheet was filed
against all of them under sec-
tions 419 (cheating by person-
ation), 420 (forgery), 471
(fraudulently or dishonestly
using documents as genuine),
467 (forgery of valuable secu-
rity), and 468 (forgery for the
purpose of cheating) of the
Indian Penal Code as well as
Section 7 of the Criminal Law
Amendment Act.

Subsequently, Dr Alka Rai,
Dr Sheshnath Rai, Rajnath
Yadav, Anand Yadav of village
Sarwan, Surendra Sharma,
Mohd Shahid, Firoz Qureshi,
Afroz alias Chunnu, Zafar alias
Chanda, Salim, Mohd Suhaib
Mujahid and Mohd Jafri alias
Shahid were accused in the case
along with Ansari.

A native of Yusufpur in
Mohammadabad (Ghazipur)
Mukhtar Ansari is a former
MLA from Mau and is facing
more than 50 criminal charges
across the country. 

The ex-MLA has spent
time in prisons in Ropar,
Ghazipur, Mau, Agra and
Lucknow on charges of extor-
tion. 

His gang is listed in Uttar
Pradesh’s records as IS (inter-
state) gang 191 and his assets
have been seized under Section
14A of the Gangsters Act and
Anti-Social Activities
(Prevention) Act. Ansari, his
family and his cronies have lost
properties worth Rs 390 crore
as a result of recent actions ini-
tiated by UP Police.
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An FIR was registered on
Monday against

Maharashtra Education
Minister Varsha Gaikwad,
Textiles Minister Aslam
Shaikh, and others for alleged-
ly brandishing swords at a
function in suburban Bandra,
a Mumbai Police official said.

The alleged incident
occurred on Sunday night at
the Rang Sharda Bhavan in
Bandra during the event to
welcome Congress minority
cell  chairman Imran
Pratapgarhi, the official said.

According to the official,
the FIR was registered after the
police took cognisance of the
incident. Sections of the
Bombay Police Act and the
Arms Act are invoked in the
FIR, he said. In video and pic-
tures of the event which have
gone viral, Shaikh, Gaikwad
and Pratapgarhi can be seen
brandishing swords. BJP func-
tionary Mohit Kamboj, how-
ever, claimed that the police
registered the FIR on his com-
plaint.

“FIR Registered By
Mumbai Police Against
Minister Aslam Sheikh ,
Minister Varsha Gaikward and
Others Congress Leaders On
My Complain Yesterday Of
Bandra Sword Incident !
Satyameva Jayate !”he tweeted.

Further investigation is
underway, the police official
said.

Gaikwad is the MLA from
the Dharavi Assembly con-
stituency in Mumbai. 
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Though the 48-hour long
all-India agitation by trade

unions affiliated to the Lefts
against the anti-people policies
of the Narendra Modi
Government was total in
Kerala, a division bench order
of the Kerala High Court
dampened the spirits of the
agitators.

Within minutes of the
trade union leaders making
announcement that  only 32
out of the more than 4300 staff
of the Government Secretariat
at the capital city reported for
duty on Monday, a Division
Bench of the Kerala High
Court that included Chief
Justice S Manikumar and

Justice Shaji P Chaly ruled that
government employees were
barred from participating in
the two-day nation wide strike
against the policies of the
Union Government and asked
the State Government to
declare ‘dies non’ on protest
days.

The judges declared the
strike as illegal and asked the
State Government to issue
directions prohibiting the
same. “No Government ser-
vant should participate in such
strikes,” said the judges.

Earlier, V Sajith Kumar
had moved a petition asking a
court directive to the
Government to ensure com-
pulsory attendance of govern-
ment  servants on general
strike days and initiate disci-

plinary proceedings against
those employees who abstain
from attending office.

As per Rule 14 (a) of Part
I of Kerala Service Rules, the
period of unauthorized
absence of an officer on
account of participation in a
strike shall be treated as dies-
non. 

Such an officer shall not be
eligible for pay and allowance
for that period andshall not
even be counted for admissi-
bility of earned leave.

Elsewhere in  Kerala, the
two-day long strike turned
out to be a big success in the
State barring some unpleasant
incidents. 

A gang of CPI-M activists
put up chairs across the road
at Thiruvananthapuram and

beat up auto rickshaw drivers
who were transporting patients
to Medical College Hospital.
Workers of the CPI(M) deflat-
ed tyres of private vehicles ad
warned the owners not to
come out of their homes till
Tuesday evening.   

Though KSRTC buses
plied in the capital city initial-
ly, the services were with-
drawn following demands
made by the action council.
The two-day agitation would
conclude by Tuesday night.

V Shivankutty, the minis-
ter for labour, said at
Thiruvananthapuram on
Monday evening that the strike
was total in the State and
warned the media against  por-
traying  small incidents as
major issues.
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Maharashtra Home Minister and NCP leader Dilip Walse Patil
on Monday said Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray was not

upset with him, as claimed in certain quarters, over his reply to
BJP leader Devendra Fadnavis' allegation that Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) was hatching a conspiracy to frame some leaders of the
Opposition party.

Speaking to reporters here after he met with NCP chief Sharad
Pawar, Walse Patil said Thackeray is not upset with him over any
issue.

He said on the contrary Thackeray called him and congrat-
ulated him (over his reply to Fadnavis).         During the recent-
ly-concluded budget session of the Maharashtra legislature,
Fadnavis had said the MVA was hatching a conspiracy to frame
some BJP leaders, including himself, in false cases.

Walse Patil had in the Assembly announced a criminal inves-
tigation department (CID) probe into the matter.

Thackeray reportedly expressed his displeasure over the issue
in the cabinet meeting held last Wednesday.
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The Enforcement
Directorate on Monday

said it has seized "incriminat-
ing" documents that allegedly
indicate transactions between
weapon dealers and bureau-
crats in issuance of illegal arms
licences in Jammu and
Kashmir between 2012-16.

The agency, which is prob-
ing the case under the anti-
money laundering law, said it
had launched raids against some
IAS and Kashmir
Administrative Service (KAS)
officers, junior government offi-
cials and arms dealers on March
24 across the Union territory.

Searches have been con-
ducted at 11 locations, including
residential premises of Indian
Administrative Service (IAS)
officer Rajeev Ranjan (former
DC, Kupwara), KAS officers
Itrat Hussain (former DC,
Kupwara) and Ravinder Kumar
Bhatt (former ADC, Kupwara),
and former judicial clerks at arms
section in DC office, Kupwara
Tariq Ather and Gajan Singh, the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
said in a statement.

The residential premises of
six arms dealers of Jammu and
Kashmir, including Amarnath
Bhargava (Varun Armoury),
his brother Mukesh Bhargava
(Bhargava Gun House), Surjeet
Singh (Deshmesh Armoury),
Mohinder Kotwal (Mohinder
Kotwal Arms & Ammunition),
Manohar Singh (Swaran Arms
& Ammunition), and Devi
Dayal Khajuria (Khajuria
Arms) were also searched, it
said.Cash worth Rs 1.58 crore,
1.76 kg gold valued at about Rs
92.30 lakh and "digital exhibits"
have been seized.
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substantially become sub-
servient to the Ministers. To
an extent it is because of
human temptation for com-
fort of work and ease of pro-
motion. There is, however,
another factor which is that
the bureaucracy’s ethos is
outdated. From the British era
Indian Civil Service, they
learnt to believe that they are
not servants but owners of the
country.

They, however, forgot that
now the owners are the citi-
zens and not the Ministers or
their political parties.
Moreover, the administrative
services bureaucrats began
with the belief that they are
administrators or enforcers of
rules and procedures. Over
the years, recently more so,
there has been rising con-
sciousness with regard to
development. When a people
want development, the politi-
cians will hurriedly offer or at
least promise vikas. This
becomes a call to the IAS offi-
cers to act like managers who
are expected to try and create
surpluses from the local econ-
omy for material growth. In a
way, the officer, now ideally a
manager, has to move from
his focus on procedures to
profit or surplus in order to
make his district more mod-
ern and altogether better. The
responsibility for law and

order must be shifted entire-
ly to the police service officers.
With the progress of technol-
ogy and its machinery, the
work of maintaining law or
order is easier than before.

In fact, all officers (IAS,
IPS or otherwise) would have
to reorient their focus. They
should all try to bend towards
becoming development man-
agers from the erstwhile
administrative officers. This is
a change from a static voca-
tion to a dynamic approach.
The politicians must also
change their functioning; they
cannot talk of development
and behave like old times
when connecting with people
and collecting election funds
were sufficient.

The bureaucrats are per-
manent and career-long rulers
while the politician is quite
frequently a bird that passes
after a five-year term. The for-
mer should take up responsi-
bility for the long term and
reformist aspects of gover-
nance. The Congress has
always been pro-Muslim. This
is clear from the fact that
wakfs and Muslim personal
law still remain untouched
collectively; the wakf proper-
ties represent the biggest
urban landlords in India, say,
up to six lakh acres. The
demand for Taj Mahal by the
UP Sunni Wakf Board and

that for Bibi ka Maqbara at
Aurangabad by the
Maharashtra Wakf Board is
baseless as it is on the ground
that these contain qabrs. A
sovereign State should nation-
alise all its properties.

Similarly, Muslim per-
sonal laws continue to be
sacrosanct and above the
purview of the Constitution.
Contrary to the Supreme
Court’s view, the Muslim
community now appears to
have set up Sharia courts
known as Darul Qaza in a
number of States to adjudicate
on matters concerning mar-
riage, divorce, etc. There are,
therefore, two systems of law
and justice functioning in the
country — one Muslim and
the other Indian.

The evident conclusion
would be that India is a half-
sovereign State. This concept
was innovated by a German
jurist on international law, JJ
Moser, who lived in the 18th
century. India has some attrib-
utes of sovereignty, like its
belonging to the nation and
not to any individual. But
between the Sharia and wakf,
sovereignty is shared and not
absolute.

(The writer is a well-
known columnist, an author
and a former member of the
Rajya Sabha. The views
expressed are personal.)
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Sir — There is no denying that sports
goes a long way in shaping our lives. Be
it developing leadership, dedication and
hard work, or just simple principles of
respecting fellow humans, sports has
become an integral part of one’s life. But
the important question is how effective-
ly the ‘fundamental right’ or the ‘right to
play’ is currently employed in India
(‘Right to sports’, March 28)? Not long
ago, cricket icon and Rajya Sabha mem-
ber Sachin Tendulkar, who wants the
Right of Children to Free and
Compulsory Education Bill to be amend-
ed to include the Right to Play, raised this
issue in Parliament.

Other similar voices suggested not
only the ‘right to play’ is not efficiently
and effectively used in India, but as well
the support from the Union Government
in seeing it implemented has been min-
imal. It is the Government’s duty to come
together and make the fundamental right
to sports a reality. The Government
should encourage sports by creating
enabling conditions and improving pub-
lic health and education infrastructure
at the most basic level. In fact, UNICEF
has been championing the cause of ‘right
to play’ as fundamental to the health and
growth of children globally.

Ranganathan Sivakumar | Chennai
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Sir — There’s a huge amount of loss to
any country due to war in terms of finan-
cial losses besides to the citizens of that
country. The most relevant reason for the
Ukraine-Russia war is not to include
Ukraine in the North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation (Nato), which was started
in 1949. Earlier, the number of countries
in Nato was 12, and now it has increased
to more than 30 countries. War does not
produce any positive result, it just hin-
ders countries’ progress in all respects.
These days, a war has been going on
between Russia and Ukraine for 
several days.

Both the countries are suffering a lot,
since any war does not bring any kind

of benefit to any country and it certain-
ly is not the solution to any problem. The
solutions are possible only through dia-
logue. The loss to life and property both
the countries suffer in a war take many
years to compensate. Every country is
directly or indirectly a part of this war.
The US, by imposing sanctions on
Russia, has also imposed restrictions on
itself against buying anything 
from Russia. Therefore, war should
never happen.

Poonam Boyat | Ujjain 
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Sir — Now there’s a two-day nationwide
strike called by the joint platform to
protest against a number of Government
policies affecting workers, farmers and
the common man. The big question is
was it successful? Did the protesters
achieve their goal? The rhetoric we often
hear after a hartal is that it was “total”
and “successful”. Most often we hear this
said by the strike’s organisers and lead-

ers who thump their chests that people’s
“support” made the strike highly suc-
cessful. But we, the common people,
know exactly what happened: It wasn’t
because everybody supported the
demonstrators but because of the fear of
life and property.

The remedy for eliminating hartals
is that the public members should
boldly protest by coming out on the
streets, go to work, come what may and
protest en masse against those who
obstruct our right to live without fear.
The Kerala High Court had a few years
ago ordered to pay a huge compensation
to a petitioner who was a victim of a
strike called by a political party. It is the
duty of the State to safeguard its citizens.
Maybe the political parties also need to
seriously think before organising useless
hartals.

M Pradyu  | Kannur
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The gruesome killings at
Rampurhat in Birbhum
district can be seen as
another link in the chain

of half-sovereignty that has
reigned in our country for long.
The US Declaration of
Independence in 1770 was the
first document to enunciate sov-
ereignty as an essential element
of the new State. The French
Constitution of 1791 stated:
“Sovereignty is one, indivisible,
unalienable and, imprescriptibly,
it belongs to the nation; no
group can attribute sovereignty
to itself nor can an individual
arrogate it to himself.” The con-
cept was first thought of by Jean
Bodin of 16th century France to
signal the progress from feudal-
ism to nationalism.

Birbhum is not the only dis-
trict affected by violence. The
Government recently stated that
there still are 40 districts affect-
ed by Maoism; in 2005, it stood
at over 200 districts. On
Independence Day that year, the
Maoists had killed Andhra MLA
C Narsi Reddy. Only two weeks
earlier, seven persons were
butchered in Bastar district of
Chhattisgarh, again by Maoists.
Leave alone civilians, even police
could not enter sub-divisional
towns in the affected areas.

What is happening in West
Bengal is not accidental as it has
been the policy of the Congress,
the Left Front and Trinamool
Congress to encourage infiltra-
tion, and thus expand their vote
bank. Had it not been so, how
would these parties explain their
support to the IMDT Act in
Assam and being unhappy at its
having been struck down as ultra
vires by the Supreme Court?
Assam was the first State to enact
a law of this kind whereby the
onus was on the complainant to
prove that an immigrant was
guilty of having become one
through infiltration; not the
other way around as in all other
States. Such laws cannot survive
or even be promulgated in a sov-
ereign country.

Birbhum has understand-
ably set off a discussion in the
print media as to whether the
bureaucracy is letting the coun-
try down. There is no doubt that
the country’s bureaucracy has
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ers would have got a good slice of
this windfall which under the
extant dispensation will be cornered
mostly by traders/exporters.

Secondly, the committee has
suggested that the States may be
allowed flexibility in implementing
and designing the three farm laws
albeit with the Centre’s approval.

Here, it may be pertinent to
recall in 2017, the Modi
Government had passed a Model
Agricultural Produce and Livestock
Marketing (Promotion and
Facilitation) Law. It contained pro-
visions to give more options to
farmers for selling their crop and
greater flexibility to traders such as
‘single pan-State licence’ for buying
from anywhere in the State. But the
model law has remained a mere
showpiece as a majority of the States
showed no interest.

In early 2020, in the wake of
Covid-19 pandemic, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi had asked
the States to suspend certain pro-
visions of their APMC laws for
three months to make way for pur-
chase of farmers’ produce directly
from their doorsteps by large buy-
ers such as processors, millers,
exporters, cooperatives, individual
traders and so on. Only four states
viz. Madhya Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh, Gujarat and Karnataka
responded by making amendments
in their APMC laws.

Clearly, leaving it to the states
won’t help.The way forward is for
the Centre to resurrect its law,
which allowsit to regulate inter-
State trade and intra-State tradeand
enable an entity to buy specified
farm commodities - under entry 42
of the Union List and entry 33 of
the Concurrent List -’directly’ from

farmers anywhere in the country,
even outsideAPMCs.

Thirdly, the committee has
opined that the farmer unions’
demand to legalize MSP was not
based on sound logic and was infea-
sible to implement. However, its
concurrent suggestion to give free-
dom to States to make MSP legal is
anomalous. When the idea is illog-
ical for the Centre how can it work
for the state?

Put simply, a legal guarantee
implies, if an entity say, private trad-
er is found paying a price less than
MSP, he can be jailed. No one will
ever take that risk. The ball does not
stop here. The state will have to buy
at MSP every grain of what the
farmers offer for sale. This purchase
obligation will have to cover all
crops and not limited to 23 crops
already under MSP regime.This can
make the state bankrupt, overstrain
the limited handling and storage
facilities, increase wastage manifold
and embarrass India at the WTO
(World Trade Organization) as
food subsidy to farmers balloons.

Neither the Centre nor 
the States should take the idea 
on board.

Fourthly, the committee has
proposed discontinuation of the
extant open-ended procurement
policy; instead, it wants a cap on
procurement of wheat and rice
commensurate to the needs of the
Public Distribution System
(PDS)/National Food Security Act
(NFSA). It has also mooted giving
freedom of choice to beneficiaries
of PDS/NFSA to choose cash trans-
fers equivalent to MSP + 25 percent
for every kilogram of grain entitle-
ment or get it in kind. The propos-
al makes sense.

Initially the system intended to
procure quantity needed to meet
PDS needs plus a strategic buffer.
But thanks to vote bank politics
(guaranteed purchase at ever
increasing MSP helps in elections),
this has become an end in itself.      

This has put the country on a
dangerous trajectory viz. swinging
cropping pattern towards wheat
and rice, adverse environmental
consequences, burgeoning stocks,
increasing wastage and ballooning
subsidy. Things must be set right by
taking committee’s recommenda-
tion on board. 

As for the second part, the gov-
ernment should consider giving
subsidy under direct benefit trans-
fer (DBT) to ‘all’ beneficiaries. It
may put Rs 125 a month on wheat
(@Rs 25 per kg for 5 kg) in a ben-
eficiary’s account. Including Rs 10
from her pocket, she can buy 5 kg
wheat from the market @ Rs 27 per
kg by paying Rs 135. 

Under DBT, there is no ratio-
nale for continuing with PDS
though fair price shops (FPSs) can
continue - like any other trader - to
sell grains at market-based price.
With guaranteed state purchase of
wheat and rice gone, for deciding
what to grow, farmerswill be guid-
ed solely by the demand pattern.
This will help in crop diversification
and resultant environment benefits.
There will also be huge saving in
subsidy due to saving in handling,
storage and distribution cost. 

As for remunerative price to
farmers,resurrection ofthe three
central lawswill enable them sell
their produce at all non-APMC
platforms and get a price of their
choice (this could be even be 
higher than MSP).
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(The writer is a policy
analyst. The views

expressed are personal.)

Apleasant surprise in
Uttarakhand is the elec-
tion of the first woman

Speaker of the State Assembly.
It is a happy augury that in
male-dominated politics despite
all eulogies to ‘matrishakti’ and
the rhetoric of ‘gender justice’,
the assembly, with barely eight
women MLAs out of 70(5.6%),
has elected Ritu Khanduri, 
a second time MLA, as 
the Speaker.

Khanduri has solemnly
affirmed that she will adhere to
the highest standards of parlia-
mentary practices and conven-
tions.  The duties of the Speaker
are many and challenging.  The
Speaker has to ensure that the
business of the Assembly is
conducted smoothly in an
orderly manner. This is possible
if adequate opportunities are
given to the members of all

sides, with especial considera-
tion to the opposition.  I recol-
lect once there was a simmer-
ing discontent against Speaker
Shivraj Patil in the Congress
party as they alleged that he
allowed disproportionately
more time to the opposition.
Shivraj Patil made it known to
the Congress high command
that as Speaker he was duty-
bound to accommodate the
opposition to uphold the neu-
trality of his office and the
matter got buried there. 

As guardian of the rights
and privileges of the House, it’s
Committees and the members,
the Speaker must display com-
plete neutrality, impartiality
and independence.  Once elect-
ed, the Speaker shuns active
party politics and belongs to all
sides of the House or to none.
The Speakerd has “neither eyes

to see, nor tongue to speak,
except as the House is pleased
to direct” the Speaker, as
William Lenthall, Speaker of the
House of Commons, famously
said, way back in 1642.

As presiding officer, the
Speaker has inherent regulato-
ry powers to maintain order
and decorum in the House, to
give rulings and make observa-
tions which ought not be
assailed inside or outside the
House, such being the faith in
his neutrality.  Neutrality and

impartiality are the hallmark of
his office.  Besides, the Speaker
has outreach functions to fos-
ter wider conversations and
engagement of the legislature
with ‘the people’ -the members
are elected to serve.  The cata-
logue of the attributes of an
ideal Speaker is long and
demanding.  Henry John
Temple, British Prime Minister
in the nineteenth century asked
the editor of ‘The Times’,
London to list the essential
qualifications for speakership.
The editor listed them thus --
imperturbable, good temper,
tact, patience, and urbanity; a
previous legal trainingif possi-
ble, absence of bitter partisan-
ship in his previous career, the
possession of innate gentle-
manly feelings which involun-
tarily command respect and
deference; and personal digni-

ty in voice and manner’.  It’s a
tall order!  

However, Speakers like G.V.
Mavalankar, Sardar Hukum
Singh, N. Neelam Sanjeeva
Reddy, K.S. Hedge, Rabi Ray,
Shivraj Patil and Somnath
Chatterjee, Meira Kumar dis-
played remarkable neutrality,
independence and objectivity
and commanded immense
respect.  

Ritu Khanduri, reared and
fostered in strict discipline,
(being the daughter of General
(Rtd.) B.C. Khanduri) and
endowed with good temper,
urbanity, dignity of voice and
bearing, would expectedly dis-
play neutrality and nonparti-
sanship in her rulings and deci-
sions, a commitment she held
out on assuming the office of
the Speaker.  When she says,
‘Order, Order’, may there be

order in the tempestuous disor-
derly Assembly.  When mem-
bers raise ‘a point of order’, may
her rulings and observations
and her finesse of conduct
quell any doubts or misgivings.
It’s a matter of grave worry that
our state Assemblies hold too
few a sittings and transact still
lesser business due to frequent
uproars and politics of obstruc-
tion.  So much is spent on the
conduct of elections, on the
establishment of the Assembly
and on the salaries and pension
of the legislatures, yet the sit-
tings are abysmally few and far
between. 

Debates and discussions
are critically essential for the
health and vigour of democra-
cy.  According to the oft-iterat-
ed resolutions of the presiding
officers (POs) conferences of
India, smaller assemblies

should hold a minimum of sixty
sittings and bigger assemblies
and Parliament hundred sit-
tings in a year with a view to
securing accountability of the
executive to the legislature- the
cornerstone of our republican
Constitution.  The POs at their
conference at Jaipur in 2011 rec-
ommended amendment to
Articles 85 and 174 so as to
make it mandatory.  On an
average, the Lok Sabha meets
for 79 days in a year.  But its
valuable time is lost in uproars
and obstructions and forced
adjournments.  It’s of course for
the Union Government which
could, given its successful
resolve of constructing a new
parliament building, hopefully
bring out such an amendment
as a lasting contribution to the
strengthening of the edifice of
our parliamentary democracy.
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45*����26!' While, staying the implementa-
tion of the three contentious
farm laws, the Supreme
Court (SC) had set up a

Committee to recommend the way for-
ward. The committee submitted its report
on March 19, 2021. Even as the SC action
on the report was pending, on November
19, 2021 Prime Minister Narendra Modi
announced repeal of the laws even while-
maintaining that these lawsare beneficial
to small and marginal farmers who are in
a majority. Now, in a startling revelation,
Anil Ghanwat,a member of the commit-
tee has revealed that around 85.7 percent
of the 73 farmer organizations, represent-
ing more than 33 million farmers,had sup-
ported the laws. This should prompt the
government to revisit the laws.
Meanwhile,let us look atthe Committee’s
recommendations:

First, claiming that the three laws
would be beneficial for farmers, the com-
mitteehas averred their repeal or long sus-
pension “would be unfair to the silent
majority” who supported the reforms.The
observation could not have been more apt.

Under the extant arrangements, farm-
ers can sell their produce only  in the
Agricultural Produce Market Committee
or APMCs mandi (marketplace notified
under the State APMC Act) wherein the
commission agents (known asarthiyas) and
the licensed trader/buyer rule the roost.
The duo ensure that the farmers get a low
price, face rejection, weighed less, delayed
payment, etc. Levies such as market fee,
arthiyas’ commission and rural 
development cess (RDC) further reduce
their net-back.

The capacity of APMCs being woeful-
ly low, the small farmers are forced to sell
most of their produce inthe so-called pri-
vate local markets at ‘throwaway’ prices.
Though legally barred, these sales happen-
because the buyers are none other than the
arthiyas and licensed traders in the mandi
who have the blessings of corrupt bureau-
crats and politicians (in many cases, they
or their kinalso masquerade as traders);
hencethey don’t face any legal action.  

The three central laws gave farmers
umpteen opportunities to sell their pro-
duce in outlets other than APMC mandis
by legitimizing sales to private traders,
processors, aggregators, exporters and so
on. When farmers get dozens of options
to sell, plain common sense says they are
bound to get a good deal in every respect
including a good price. They don’t have to
pay any levies for selling at non-APMC
platforms and can save on transport cost
in case the buyer picks up from their
doorsteps.

In times, when the demand is buoy-
ant, they can get a fair slice of the gain
resulting from higher price. For instance,
the steep increase in the international price
of wheat following Ukraine crisis is
expected to yield a bonanza of about US$
5 billion on the export of wheat from India.
Had the three laws been in force, the farm-
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Ukraine could declare neu-
trality and offer security

guarantees to Russia to secure
peace "without delay," President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said
ahead of another planned
round of talks - though he said
only a face-to-face meeting
with Russia's leader could end
the war.

In an interview with inde-
pendent Russian media outlets,
Zelenskyy stressed that
Ukraine's priority is ensuring
its sovereignty and its "territo-
rial integrity" - preventing
Russia from carving up the
country, something Ukraine
and the West say could now be
Moscow's goal.

But, Zelenskyy added:
"Security guarantees and neu-
trality, non-nuclear status of
our state - we are ready to go
for it." 

The Ukrainian leader has
suggested as much before, but
rarely so forcefully and the lat-
est remarks come as the two
sides said talks would resume
Tuesday.

Russia has long demanded
that Ukraine drop any hope of
joining the western NATO
alliance, which Moscow sees as
a threat. Zelenskyy said that the
question of neutrality, which
would keep Ukraine out of
NATO or other military
alliances, should be put to
Ukrainian voters in a referen-
dum after Russian troops with-
draw.

Zelenskyy has also long
stressed that Ukraine needs
security guarantees of its own
as part of any deal.

"We must come to an
agreement with the president of

the Russian Federation, and in
order to reach an agreement, he
needs to get out of there on his
own feet ... And come to meet
me," he also said in an inter-
view that Russia barred its
media from publishing.

Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov said Monday
that the two presidents could
meet, but only after the key ele-
ments of a potential deal are
negotiated.

"The meeting is necessary
once we have clarity regarding
solutions on all key issues,"
Lavrov said in an interview
with Serbian media. 

He accused Ukraine of
only wanting to "imitate talks,"
but said Russia needed concrete
results.

In an overnight video
address to his nation,
Zelenskyy said Ukraine sought
peace "without delay" in talks
due to get underway in
Istanbul. 

That location was agreed
after Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan spoke to
Russian President Vladimir
Putin on Sunday, the Turkish
leader's office said. Negotiators
are expected to arrive Monday.

Earlier talks, both by video
and in person, have failed to
make progress on ending a
more than month-old war  that
has killed thousands and driven
more than 10 million
Ukrainians from their homes -
including almost 4 million
from their country.

With Russia's offensive
stalled in many areas, its troops
have resorted to pummeling
Ukrainian towns and cities
with rockets and artillery in a
grinding war of attrition. Fierce
fighting has raged on the out-

skirts of Kyiv, but Russian
troops remain miles from the
city center, their aim of quick-
ly encircling the capital falter-
ing In Stoyanka village
near Kyiv, Ukrainian soldier
Serhiy Udod said Russian
troops had taken up defensive
positions and suffered heavy
losses.

He said "probably they
thought it would be like
Crimea," which Russia annexed
in 2014.

"But, here it's not like in
Crimea. We are not happy to
see them. Here they suffer and
get killed." 

A fiercer than expected
Ukrainian resistance - bol-
stered by weapons from the US
and other Western allies - has
been credited with bogging
Russian forces down.

But Zelenskyy has made
increasingly exasperated pleas
for Western countries to do
more, including sending fight-

er jets, accusing political lead-
ers on Sunday of lacking
courage. Countries from the
NATO alliance have been hes-
itant to give Zelenskyy some of
the more powerful equipment
he's begged for, for fear of
triggering a much wider war.

In fact, Russia's invasion
has most Americans at least
somewhat worried that the US
will be drawn directly into the
conflict and could be targeted
with nuclear weapons, accord-
ing to a new poll  from The
Associated Press-NORC
Center for Public Affairs
Research. 

It shows a level of anxiety
echoing the Cold War era.

Moscow now says its focus
is on securing the entire east-
ern Donbas region, which has
been partially controlled by
Russia-backed separatists since
2014. A high-ranking Russian
military official on Friday said
that troops were being redi-

rected to the east from other
parts of the country.

Kyrylo Budanov, the head
of Ukrainian military intelli-
gence, accused Russia of seek-
ing to split Ukraine in two,
making the comparison to
North and South Korea.

"The occupiers will try to
pull the occupied territories
into a single quasi-state struc-
ture and pit it against inde-
pendent Ukraine," Budanov
said in a statement released by
the Defense Ministry. He pre-
dicted that guerrilla warfare by
Ukrainians would derail such
plans.

Meanwhile, Ukraine has
banned reporting on troop
and equipment movements not
announced or approved by the
military. Journalists who violate
the law could face three to eight
years in prison. 

The law does not differen-
tiate between Ukrainian and
foreign reporters. 
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Ukrainian public broad-
caster Suspilne has quoted

the mayor of Mariupol as say-
ing that around 160,000 people
remain in the besieged port
city, and that a "humanitarian
catastrophe" would ensue if
more evacuations are not pos-
sible.

Vadym Boychenko said
Monday that Russian forces
were preventing civilians from
evacuating from the city and
had been turning back some
who tried to make it out.

The city, which had a pre-
war population of more than
400,000, has seen some of the
worst conditions since Russian
forces invaded Ukraine on
Feb.24. Russian forces have
pounded the city, and scores of
civilians have been unable to
escape, with no access to essen-
tials and cut off from commu-
nication with the shelling of
cell, radio and TV towers.
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European Union judicial
coordination agency

Eurojust says it has helped
Poland, Lithuania and Ukraine
to establish a joint investigation
team to probe war crimes,
crimes against humanity and
other crimes committed in
Ukraine.

The Hague-based agency
said Monday that the three
nations signed an agreement on
Friday establishing the team.
Eurojust says it provided legal
and technical support.

Eurojust says the main aim
of the team is to "support the
gathering of evidence and its
swift and secure exchange
between partners, as well as the
transmission of information
and evidence."
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Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan stressed

the need for a cease-fire in
Ukraine in a telephone call
Sunday with Russian President
Vladimir Putin, Erdogan's
office said.

Erdogan also called for an
improvement to the humani-
tarian situation in the region,
according to the statement.

The two leaders agreed
the next meeting between
Russian and Ukrainian 

officials should be held in
Istanbul, the statement added,
without giving a time frame.

Meanwhile, a member of
the Ukrainian delegation that's
in talks with Russia said Sunday
that the two sides have decid-
ed to meet in person beginning
on Monday. However, Russia's
chief negotiator said the in-per-
son talks would begin on
Tuesday. Neither said where the
talks would be held. 
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German Chancellor Olaf Scholz says that nei-
ther NATO nor US President Joe Biden aim

to bring about regime change in Russia.
Biden said of Russian President Vladimir Putin

during a speech on Saturday that "this man can-
not remain in power." 

The White House and other US officials
rushed to clarify that Biden wasn't actually call-
ing for Putin to be toppled.

Asked during an appearance Sunday on
ARD television whether Putin's removal is in fact
the real aim, Scholz replied: "This is not the aim
of NATO, and also not that of the American pres-

ident." 
Scholz added: "We both agree completely that

regime change is not an object and aim of policy
that we pursue together."

Asked whether Biden made a dangerous mis-
take with his comment, Scholz replied: "No." He
said that "he said what he said" and Secretary of
State Antony Blinken also had clarified that he was-
n't talking about regime change.Scholz last month
announced a big increase in German defense
spending. 

On Sunday, he confirmed a report by the Bild
am Sonntag newspaper that the government is con-
sidering acquiring a missile defense shield along
the lines of Israel's "Iron Dome." 
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When the bombs started
falling on Ukraine's cap-

ital, Kyiv, last month, Tatyana
Zhuravliova had a horrible
deja vu: the 83-year-old
Ukrainian Jew felt the same
panic she suffered as a little girl
when the Nazis were flying air
attacks on her hometown of
Odesa.

"My whole body was shak-
ing, and those fears crept up
again through my entire body
- fears which I didn't even
know were still hidden inside
me," Zhuravliova said. 

Her eyes welled up with
tears as she remembered how
she hid under the table from
the bombs during World War
II, and eventually fled with her
mother to Kazakhstan when
the Nazis and their henchmen
started massacring ten of thou-
sands of Jews in Odesa.

"Now I'm too old to run to
the bunker. So I just stayed
inside my apartment and
prayed that the bombs would
not kill me," Zhuravliova, a
retired doctor, told The
Associated Press on Sunday.

But as Russia's military
attacks on Ukraine become
even more brutal and demol-
ished residential apartment

blocks, she realized that she had
to flee again if she didn't want
to die. So Zhuravliova accept-
ed an offer from a Jewish orga-
nization to bring her out of
Ukraine to safety.

In an unexpected twist of
history, some of the 10,000
Holocaust survivors who had
been living in Ukraine have
now been taken to safety in
Germany - the country that
unleashed World War II and
organized the murder of 6
million Jews across Europe.

Zhuravliova was part of the
first group of four Jewish
Holocaust survivors evacuated
from Ukraine by the New
York-based Conference on
Jewish Material Claims Against
Germany, also referred to as the
Claims Conference. The group
represents the world's Jews in
negotiating for compensation
and restitution for victims of
Nazi persecution and their
heirs, and provides welfare for
Holocaust survivors around
the globe.A second group of 14
Holocaust survivors, many of
them ill and bed-ridden, were
brought out of Ukraine on
Sunday. The Claims
Conference is working with its
partners, among them the
American Jewish Joint
Distribution 

Committee, or JDC, to get
as many Holocaust survivors
out of Ukraine as possible.

Around 500 Holocaust sur-
vivors in Ukraine are especial-
ly in need of help because of
their ailing health - their evac-
uation is a top priority, says the
JDC.

It's a highly difficult and
complex operation to transport
such frail people out of
Ukraine, where constant
shelling and artillery fire make
any evacuation very dangerous.
It involves finding medical
staff and ambulances in numer-
ous war zones, crossing inter-
national borders and even con-
vincing survivors, who are ill
and unable to leave their homes
without help, to flee into uncer-
tainty again, this time without
the vigor of youth.

However, the risks of stay-
ing behind are also very high.
This month, 96-year-old Boris
Romanchenko, who survived
several Nazi concentration
camps during World War II,
was killed during an attack in
the Ukrainian city of Kharkiv.

It is not known if any other
survivors have been killed in
the war in Ukraine, but sever-
al have had their homes hit by
shelling, says Amos Lev-Ran
from the JDC.
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Russia's war on Ukraine has
most Americans at least

somewhat worried that the
U.S. Will be drawn directly into
the conflict and could be tar-
geted with nuclear weapons,
with a new poll reflecting a
level of anxiety that has echoes
of the Cold War era.

Close to half of Americans
say they are very concerned
that Russia would directly
target the U.S. With nuclear
weapons, and an additional 3
in 10 are somewhat concerned
about that, according to the
new poll from The Associated
Press-NORC Center for
Public Affairs Research.
Russian President Vladimir
Putin placed his country's
nuclear forces on high alert
shortly after the Feb. 24 inva-
sion. 

Roughly 9 in 10 Americans
are at least somewhat con-
cerned that Putin might use a
nuclear weapon against
Ukraine, including about 6 in
10 who are very concerned.

"He is out of control, and
I don't think he really has con-
cern for much of anything but
what he wants," said Robin

Thompson, a retired researcher
from Amherst, Massachusetts.
"And he has nuclear weapons."

Seventy-one percent of
Americans say the invasion has
increased the possibility of
nuclear weapons being used
anywhere in the world.

The poll was conducted
before North Korea test-fired
its biggest intercontinental
ballistic missile on Friday but
also shows 51% of Americans
saying they are very concerned
about the threat to the U.S.
Posed by North Korea's
nuclear program. An addi-
tional 29% expressed moder-
ate concern.

Fear of nuclear war has
been a fact of life for decades.
The Bulletin of the Atomic
Scientists has published its
"Doomsday Clock" since 1947,
showing a theoretical count-
down to nuclear annihilation.
The latest update, in January,
put the time at 100 seconds to
midnight - unchanged since
2020, but still closer than ever
to Armageddon.

It's difficult to measure
the public's degree of fear over
time because polls use differ-
ent methodologies or pose
questions in different ways.
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Layal Aswad was already
exhausted by Lebanon's

devastating two-year econom-
ic collapse. Now, as Russia's
invasion of Ukraine sends food
and energy prices soaring even
further, she finds herself strug-
gling to put food on the table
for her family of four.

"Even bread is not some-
thing we take for granted any-
more," said the 48-year-old
housewife, standing recently in
a supermarket aisle in front of
gallons of cooking oil whose
prices had risen to an all-time
high.

From Lebanon, Iraq and
Syria to Sudan and Yemen, mil-
lions of people in the Middle
East whose lives were already
upended by conflict, displace-
ment and poverty are now
wondering where their next
meals will come from. Ukraine
and Russia account for a third
of global wheat and barley
exports, which countries in
the Middle East rely on to feed
millions of people who subsist
on subsidized bread and bar-
gain noodles. They are also top
exporters of other grains and
the sunflower seed oil that is
used for cooking.

Even before the war in
Ukraine, people in countries

across the Middle East and
North Africa were not getting
enough food to eat. Now with
trade disruptions spurred by
the conflict, more commodities
are becoming either unafford-
able or unavailable.

"Put simply, people cannot
afford food of the quality or
quantity that they need, with
those in conflict- and crisis-
affected countries ... At great-
est risk," said Lama Fakih,
Middle East and North Africa
Director at Human Rights
Watch.

A similar set of circum-
stances led to a series of upris-
ings  starting in late 2010
known as the Arab Spring,
when skyrocketing bread prices
fueled anti-government
protests across the Middle East,
noted Kristalina Georgieva,
managing director of the
International Monetary Fund.

"When prices jump, and
poor people cannot feed their
families, they will be on the
streets," Georgieva remarked
Sunday at the Doha Forum, a
policy conference in Qatar.

In Iraq and Sudan, public
frustration at food prices and
a lack of government services
erupted in street protests on
several occasions over the past
several weeks.

"People have a right to

food, and governments should
do everything in their power to
protect that right, otherwise we
risk not only food insecurity
but the insecurity and insta-
bility that gross deprivation on
this scale could trigger," Fakih
said.

The war also has sparked
concern that much of the inter-
national aid upon which so
many in the Arab world
depend will be diverted to
Ukraine, where more than 3.7
million people have fled the
war, Europe's largest exodus
since World War II.

"For the millions of
Palestinians, Lebanese,
Yemenis, Syrians, and others
who live in countries experi-
encing conflict, catastrophic
economic meltdowns, and
increasing humanitarian needs,
this would be equivalent to
shutting down critical life sup-
port," states an analysis released
by Carnegie Middle East
experts last week.

In Syria, 14.6 million peo-
ple will depend on assistance
this year, 9% more than in 2021
and 32% more than in 2020,
Joyce Msuya, the United
Nations' assistant secretary-
general for humanitarian affairs
and deputy emergency relief
coordinator, told the U.N.
Security Council in February.
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Nepalese Prime Minister
Sher Bahadur Deuba

would travel to India on Friday
on a maiden three-day visit
during which he would hold
talks with his Indian counter-
part Narendra Modi and other
senior leaders to further
strengthen the multifaceted,
age-old, and cordial ties
between the two countries.

This will be Deuba's first
foreign visit since he assumed
office in July last year for a
record fifth time.

Deuba, accompanied by
his spouse Arzu Rana Deuba,
will pay an official visit to
India from April 1 to 3 at the
invitation of Prime Minister
Modi, the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs here said.

A high-level delegation
comprising Foreign Minister
Narayan Khadka, other senior
ministers, secretaries and top
government officials, will
accompany him during the
visit, it said.

"The visit will further

strengthen the multifaceted,
age-old, and cordial ties
between Nepal and India," the
ministry said.

During the visit, Prime
Minister Deuba will hold del-
egation-level talks with his
Indian counterpart and also
meet External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar and National
Security Advisor Ajit Doval.

Prime Minister Modi will
host a luncheon in honour of
his Nepal counterpart.

During his stay in New
Delhi, Prime Minister Deuba
will also address a gathering of
business leaders. He is also
scheduled to visit Varanasi
before wrapping up his trip on
April 3.
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Ano-confidence motion
against Pakistan Prime

Minister Imran Khan was
tabled on Monday in the
National Assembly by Leader
of the Opposition and PML-N
President Shehbaz Sharif, set-
ting in motion the process in
the lower house to remove the
embattled cricketer-turned-
politician from office.

As the much-anticipated
session began after a two-day
recess on Monday, Deputy
Speaker Qasim Khan Suri
asked the members of the
Parliament, who are in favour
of the motion, to stand up to
that their numbers could be
counted.

Sharif first moved a reso-
lution to allow tabling of the
no-confidence motion in the
National Assembly, the lower
house of bi-cameral parlia-
ment, which was approved by
161 yes votes.

It was followed by tabling
of the no-confidence motion by
Sharif, capping the first phase
of the constitutional proce-
dure.

Since the voting should be
held between 3-7 days, Deputy
Speaker Suri who was chairing
the session in the absence of
Speaker Asad Qaidar, pro-
rogued the session until 4 pm

March 31, when it would
reconvene for debate and vot-
ing.

Prime Minister Khan
needs 172 votes in the house of
342 to foil the bid. Since Khan's
allies with 23 members are still
not committed to support him
and about two dozen lawmak-
ers from within the ruling
Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf have
revolted, the situation was still
fluid.

Khan was meeting
Pakistan Muslim League-
Quaid, a key ally, while oppo-
sition was scheduled to hold a
massive rally in the capital, as
both side claims having num-
bers to succeed.

The country plunged into
uncertainty on March 8 after
the combined opposition sub-
mitted the motion with the
National Assembly along with

a requisition to the speaker to
summon the session within
mandatory 14 days.  

Though the session was
called on March 25, three days
after the deadline, the speaker
refused to allow the motion to
be tabled. 

Talking to media, Interior
Minister Sheikh Rashid said
that the no-confidence resolu-
tion would be decided by
March 31, adding that Prime
Minister Khan was not going
anywhere.

"People must shun the idea
that Imran's politics is teeter-
ing on the brink, especially
after his 'great' rally in
Islamabad a day ago," he said,
and termed the move as "a con-
spiracy to weaken Pakistan".

Rashid repeated what
Khan said on Sunday while
addressing a rally in Islamabad

that an international conspir-
acy was afoot to topple his gov-
ernment. However, in response
to a question Rashid said he has
no idea about the letter that
Khan had referred to in his
speech.

In a massive show of
strength ahead of the crucial
no-confidence motion against
his government, Khan on
Sunday addressed a mammoth
rally in the national capital
where he claimed that foreign
powers were involved in a con-
spiracy to topple his coalition
government.

Addressing the rally of the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf Party
(PTI) titled 'Amr Bil Maroof '
(enjoin the good) and billed as
a "historic" event at Parade
Ground in Islamabad, Prime
Minister Khan said foreign
elements are using local politi-
cians and money to "mend the
country's foreign policy" and
asserted that he has a letter as
'evidence' to support his claims.

Rashid also said that the
Prime Minister had rejected his
proposal to call snap elections,
dissolve the Punjab Assembly
and impose governor's rule in
Sindh. He also said that
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz had permission of
Islamabad's administration to
hold a rally in the capital on
Monday.

5		�����
����"�
�������������������(�
������������
����
���

�
�� ��
-
��

China began its most exten-
sive coronavirus lockdown

in two years Monday to con-
duct mass testing and control
a growing outbreak in Shanghai
as questions are raised about
the economic toll of the
nation's "zero-COVID" strate-
gy.

Shanghai, China's financial
capital and largest city with 26
million people, had managed
its smaller previous outbreaks
with limited lockdowns of
housing compounds and
workplaces where the virus
was spreading. 

But the citywide lockdown
that will be conducted in two
phases will be China's most
extensive since the central city
of Wuhan, where the virus
was first detected in late 2019,
confined its 11 million people
to their homes for 76 days in
early 2020. Millions more have
been kept in lockdown since
then.

Shanghai's Pudong finan-
cial district and nearby areas
will be locked down from
Monday to Friday as mass test-

ing gets underway, the local
government said. In the second
phase of the lockdown, the vast
downtown area west of the
Huangpu River that divides the
city will start its own five-day
lockdown Friday. 

Residents will be required
to stay home and deliveries will
be left at checkpoints to ensure
there is no contact with the out-
side world. Offices and all
businesses not considered
essential will be closed and
public transport suspended. 

Already, many commu-
nities within Shanghai have
been locked down for the
past week, with their housing
compounds blocked off with
blue and yellow plastic barri-
ers and residents required to
submit to multiple tests for
COVID-19. Shanghai 's
Disneyland theme park is
among the businesses that
closed earlier. Automaker
Tesla is also suspending pro-
duction at its Shanghai plant,
according to media reports. 

Panic-buying was reported
on Sunday, with supermarket
shelves cleared of food, bever-
ages and household items
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Benchmark stock indices Sensex and
Nifty reversed early losses to close
higher by 0.40 per cent on Monday

helped by buying in index heavyweight
Reliance Industries, ICICI Bank and
Bharti Airtel amid gains in global equities.

After falling 537.11 points to a low of
56,825.09 in morning trade, the 30-share
BSE barometer staged a recovery in after-
noon trade and climbed 231.29 points or
0.40 per cent to settle at 57,593.49. As many
as 20 Sensex stocks closed with gains while
10 declined

The broader NSE Nifty recovered 69
points or 0.40 per cent to settle at 17,222
with 29 of its constituents ending in
green.

Bharti Airtel rose the most by 3.4 per
cent among Sensex stocks. Axis Bank rose
by 2.13 per cent, ICICI Bank by 1.59 per
cent and SBI by 1.44 per cent.

Reliance Industries rose by nearly 1 per
cent, helping the barometer recover from
losses.  IndusInd Bank rose by 1.33 per
cent, Bajaj Finserve by 1.09 per cent
while Kotak Bank and HDFC Bank also
advanced.

FMCG major ITC jumped 1.54 per
cent while Hindustan Unilever rose by 1
per cent.

Among losers, Nestle fell the most by
1.83 per cent, HDFC by 1.58 per cent and
HCL Tech by 1.41 per cent. Dr Reddy
dropped 1.4 per cent, Asian Paints by 0.64
per cent and Wipro by 0.59 per cent due
to profit booking.

Shares of multiplex chains PVR and
Inox Leisure Ltd spurted after the two
companies announced a merger deal to
create the country’s largest multiplex
chain with over 1,500 screens.

PVR shares rose by 3.06 per cent to Rs
1,883.50 at close. Inox Leisure Ltd hit the
upper circuit limit of Rs 563.60 before clos-
ing at Rs 522.90, up by 11.33 per cent over
the previous close. “Benchmark indices
reversed early morning losses on positive

global cues,” according to S Ranganathan,
Head of Research at LKP securities.

“Even though the Ukraine war and the
consequent crude spike impacted markets
initially, the war is not impacting markets
much now. The major headwinds for mar-
kets in 2022 will continue to be the high
US inflation and Fed tightening,” said V
K Vijayakumar, Chief Investment Strategist
at Geojit Financial Services.

In the broader market, the BSE small-
cap index declined 0.53 per cent and mid-
cap gauge dipped 0.40 per cent.

“Markets once again witnessed side-
ways movement but finally managed to
end on a higher note because of sharp gains
in banking and oil & gas stocks,” said
Shrikant Chouhan, Head of Equity
Research (Retail), Kotak Securities Ltd.

Among BSE sectoral indices, oil and
& gas (up 1.07 per cent), bank (1.01 per
cent), energy (0.97 per cent) and telecom
(0.73 per cent) were the major gainers.

“Mixed global cues combined with a
lack of any domestic trigger are causing
volatile swings in the index. However, the
rotational buying in select index majors is
helping the benchmark to hold at higher
levels,” Ajit Mishra, VP - Research, Religare
Broking Ltd said.

Equity exchanges in Tokyo and Seoul
settled lower, while Hong Kong and
Shanghai ended higher. Stock exchanges
in the US also ended on a mixed note on
Friday.

European markets were trading with
gains as investors weigh the developments
of the war between Russia and Ukraine.

Meanwhile, international oil bench-
mark Brent crude declined 3.46 per cent
to USD 116.3 per barrel.

Foreign institutional investors (FIIs)
were net sellers in the capital market, as
they sold shares worth Rs 1,507.37 crore
on Friday, according to the stock 
exchange data.
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The rupee appreciated 8
paise to 76.16 against the

US dollar on Monday, sup-
ported by positive domestic
equities and a fall in global
crude oil prices.

However, a strengthening
American currency overseas
and concerns over renewed
foreign capital outflows capped
the gains in the domestic unit,
forex traders said.

At the interbank forex mar-
ket, the local unit opened weak
at 76.36 but entered positive
territory later in the session. It
witnessed an intra-day high of
76.15 and a low of 76.38.

The rupee traded at 76.16
at 1530 hrs, registering a rise of
8 paise over its previous close.
In the previous session, the
rupee had settled at 76.24
against the US dollar.

“Rupee has been oscillating
between 76 and 76.50 for the
last six trading sessions. Even
after a stronger dollar index,
the rupee manages to add gains
amid lower crude oil prices,
higher equities and corporates
dollar selling.

“The fate of the rupee will
be decided by the price action
of crude oil and risk senti-
ments. Spot USD/INR is
expected to trade in the range
of 76 to 76.50 this month,” Dilip
Parmar, Research Analyst,
HDFC Securities, said.

Meanwhile, the dollar
index, which measures the
greenback’s strength against a
basket of six currencies, rose
0.32 per cent to 99.13.

Brent crude futures, the
global oil benchmark, fell
sharply by 3.56 per cent to USD
116.35 per barrel.

On the domestic equity
market front, the BSE Sensex
ended 231.29 points or 0.40 per
cent higher at 57,593.49, while
the broader NSE Nifty
advanced 69 points or 0.40 per
cent to 17,222.

Foreign institutional
investors remained net sellers
in the capital market on Friday
as they sold shares worth Rs
1,507.37 crore, according to
stock exchange data.

Overseas investors have
pulled out a net Rs 1,14,855.97
crore from the Indian markets
in the current year so far, amid
heightened geopolitical ten-
sions and inflation concerns.

Foreign portfolio investors
have sold domestic equities
worth Rs 48,261.65 crore so far
this month, taking the year-to-
date tally this year to a massive
Rs 1,14,855.97 crore, according
to depositories data.
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Realtors’ body CREDAI on
Monday said the cost of

construction has gone up by
20-25 per cent, mainly during
the last 45 days, due to steep
rise in prices of raw materials
like steel, and builders will be
forced to increase property
prices from next month by an
average 10-15 per cent.

CREDAI-MCHI, the
Maharashtra chapter of
CREDAI, demanded that the
central as well as state govern-
ments consider giving relief to
the industry by reducing stamp
duty and GST rates, besides
allowing input tax credit (ITC)
to developers.

The association said it
would not advise member
developers to stop construction
works as of now, but if the price
rise continues then builders
would have no option but to
halt works at project sites and

defer purchase of raw materi-
als.

Recently, CREDAI-NCR
had issued a statement that it
was considering  stopping con-
struction works and also halt
purchase of raw materials.

“Steel prices have gone up
from Rs 35-40 per kg to Rs 85-
90 per kg. Cement prices have
gone up by around Rs 100 per
bag. Fuel and transportation
costs have gone up. This has
resulted in an increase of 20-25
per cent in the overall con-
struction cost,” CREDAI-
MCHI President Deepak
Goradia told reporters in a
press conference.

Association’s secretary
Dhaval Ajmera said the con-
struction cost has gone up by
Rs 400-500 per square feet, pri-
marily in the last 45 days,
affecting the affordable hous-
ing segment the most.

He demanded that the
Maharashtra government con-

sider reducing the stamp duty
from 5-6 per cent to 3 per cent
to mitigate the impact of sharp
rise in raw material prices,
which have gone up due to the
geo-political situation.

Ajmera also sought reduc-
tion in the GST rate of 18 per
cent on raw materials like
cement. He demanded ban on
exports of cement and steel for
a short period.

He said the developers
should be allowed to claim ITC.
Stating that developers are
operating on very small mar-
gin or no margin, Ajmera said
developers would be forced to
hike prices of their apartments
from next month onwards.

The price rise could hap-
pen by an average 10-15 per
cent, he added.

“Some of the measures that
are currently being considered
include raising the prices of the
unsold inventory which has not
been delivered, by 10-15 per

cent to cover the rising input
costs.

“This move will not only
impact the 2,773 projects which
were approved by MCGM
(Municipal Corporation of
Greater Mumbai) in 2021 but
many more to the extent of
2,60,000 units over the course
of the next three years,”
CREDAI-MCHI said in a state-
ment. Meanwhile, commenting
on the rise in raw material
prices, Colliers India CEO
Ramesh Nair said this could
lead to price escalation espe-
cially for under construction
projects.
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The Government’s total lia-
bilities rose to Rs 128.41 lakh

crore in December quarter from
Rs 125.71 lakh crore in the three
months ended September 2021,
according to the latest public
debt management report.

The increase reflects a quar-
ter-on-quarter increase of 2.15
per cent in October-December
2021-22.

In absolute terms, the total
liabilities, including liabilities
under the ‘Public Account’ of the
government, jumped to Rs
1,28,41,996 crore at the end of
December 2021. As of
September 30, the total liabilities
stood at Rs 1,25,71,747 crore.

The report released by the
finance ministry on Monday
said public debt accounted for
91.60 per cent of the total out-
standing liabilities in December
quarter compared to 91.15 per
cent at the end of September.

Nearly 25 per cent of the
outstanding dated securities had
a residual maturity of less than
5 years.

The ownership pattern of
the central government securi-
ties indicates that the share of
commercial banks stood at 35.40
per cent at end-December 2021,
lower than 37.82 per cent at end-
September 2021.

“Share of insurance compa-
nies and provident funds at
end-December 2021 stood at
25.74 per cent and 4.33 per cent,
respectively. Share of mutual
funds was 3.08 per cent at the
end of quarter December 2021
as against 2.91 per cent at the
end of quarter September 2021. 

Share of RBI went down-
ward at 16.92 per cent at end-
December 2021 from 16.98 per

cent at end-September 2021,” it
said.

The central government
issued dated securities worth Rs
2,88,000 crore as against Rs
2,83,975 crore in Q3 of FY21,
while repayments were at Rs
75,300 crore, it said.

During the quarter, it said,
yields on government securities
hardened across the curve.

On domestic front, it said,
market was largely disappoint-
ed by discontinuation of
Government Securities
Acquisition Plan by the RBI in
third quarter. 

The spread of Omicron
variant of coronavirus to most
parts of the country led to
apprehension of additional bor-
rowings as well as higher retail
inflation also affected the senti-
ments.

The yields on the 10-year
benchmark security increased
from 6.22 per cent at the end of
September quarter to 6.45 per
cent at the end of third quarter,
thus hardening by 23 basis
points during October-
December, it said.

However, the yields were
supported by decision of
Monetary Policy Committee
(MPC) to keep the policy repo
rate unchanged at 4 per cent, to
continue with accommodative
stance during Q3 FY22.
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The Finance Ministry on
Monday informed the Lok

Sabha that Rs 95.86 crore has
been recovered from 11 cryp-
tocurrency exchanges for eva-
sion of Goods and Services Tax
(GST). The total amount
includes penalty and interest.
Zanmai Labs (WAZIRX), Coin
DCX, CoinSwitch Kuber, Buy
Ucoin, UnoCoin and Flitpay
were among the exchanges that
were involved in GST evasion
cases. 

Others were Zeb IT
Services, Secure Bitcoin
Traders, Giottus Technologies,

Awlencan Innovations India
(Zebpay) and Discidium
Internet Labs, according to the
Finance Ministry. In a written
reply to Lok Sabha, Minister of
State for Finance Pankaj
Chaudhary said 11 cases of eva-
sion of GST by crypto curren-
cy exchanges have been detect-
ed by Central GST formations.
Evasion of Rs 81.54 crore was
detected and Rs 95.86 crore was
recovered (including interest
and penalty), he said. As per
the reply, Rs 49.18 crore was
recovered from Zanmai Labs
(WAZIRX), Rs 17.1 crore from
Coin DCX, and Rs 16.07 crore
from CoinSwitch Kuber. 
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of ensuring speedy supply of
fuel to sustain operational
tempo, IAF in collaboration
with Indian Oil Corporation
Limited (IOCL)has intro-
duced a ‘Fleet Card - Fuel on
Move' for its varied fleet of
vehicles.  Describing it as a
leap forward in fuel supply
chain management, officials
said here  this innovative ini-
tiative provides a paradigm
shift to the logistics manage-
ment of fuel.    Availability of
‘Fleet Card’ will permit the
IAF convoy to refuel at any

IOCL fuel stations, increasing
the pace of movement and
reducing the lead time for
readiness at operational loca-
tions across the nation.   Chief
of IAF VR Chaudhari
launched the scheme here on
Monday at the Western
Command. He complimented
team of the Command and
the IOCL for this initiative
that has enhanced the opera-
tional preparedness and capa-
bility of the IAF.  Western Air
Command was earmarked as
lead agency for its implemen-
tation and execution. PNS
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New Delhi: In another development, the Supreme Court
asked a cryptocurrency scam accused Ajay Bhardwaj to disclose
the username and password of his Bitcoin wallet to the
Enforcement Directorate and cooperate with the investigation
in the money laundering case against him. A bench of Justices
D Y Chandrachud and Surya Kant said that subject to Ajay
Bhardwaj, accused of running “multi-level marketing scheme”
of Bitcoin making full disclosure, his interim protection grant-
ed by the court will continue. PNS
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ReNew Power’s founder chair-
man and CEO Sumant Sinha

has taken over as the president of
Assocham, the industry body
said on Monday. SpiceJet chair-
man and managing director Ajay
Singh has become the new senior
vice-president of Assocham.
“During my presidency, my
Assocham colleagues and I will
work closely with the government
on fulfilling the visionary goal of
our Prime Minister Narendra

Modi for India to become
Aatmanirbhar over the Amrit
Kaal of the next 25 years, cul-
minating in the centenary year
of our independence,” Sinha
said.



With the cases of breast
cancer rising increas-
ingly in India as com-
pared to the western

countries, it’s evident that we need
to take care of our breasts similar to
the way we look after other organs
of the body. 

According to the World Health
Organization, in 2018, approxi-
mately  627,000 women died from
breast cancer globally—that is
approximately 15 per cent of all can-
cer deaths among women.

So, a breast lump is no doubt a
serious condition and could be the
initial symptom of breast cancer. But
at the same time, it is important to
remember that all breast lumps are
not cancerous. Particularly in
younger women, breast lumps may
be an indicator of a benign condi-
tion. 

However, one should get it eval-
uated by a doctor if you feel a new
lump or if the breast tissue feels dif-
ferent from the regular texture.

How does breast tissue nor-
mally feel? 

Our breasts are a combination
of tissues which vary in texture and
consistency. 

These may be fatty, glandular
and connective tissue. During a
woman’s menstrual cycle, the texture
& consistency of these tissues may
also change thereby making the
breast tender. Breast tissues also
undergo modifications with age.

When to see the doctor? 
�You find a new breast lump or

thickening that feels different from
the surrounding tissue

�There is a change in the size,
shape or appearance of the breast

�Breast pain stays for a longer
time ie more than one menstrual
cycle

�There is some change in the
skin near the breast, such as itchi-
ness, redness, scaling or puckering

�The nipple has become little
inverted or there is abnormal dis-
charge from the nipple

Procedures to evaluate a breast
lump

Your doctor might ask you to get
some tests done in order to confirm
the diagnosis of the breast lump.

These include:
�Mammogram 
�Breast Ultrasound 
�Breast MRI 
�Breast Biopsy

Follow-up after breast lump
evaluation is essential 

If the breast lump isn't cancer-
ous, your doctor will decide whether
you need short-term monitoring
with clinical breast exams or repeat
breast imaging. You may have to see
the doctor again in two to three
months. The doctor will monitor
again if there have been changes in
your breast. 

If the diagnosis is in question or
the clinical breast exam and the
mammogram show areas of suspi-
cion, but the biopsy reveals benign
tissue—you'll be referred to a sur-
geon or other specialist for further
consultation.

If the breast lump is cancerous,
you'll work with your doctor to cre-
ate a treatment plan. The stage and
type of breast cancer will decide the
further treatment procedure.
Generally, surgery is performed if
the lump is proven to be cancer. The
surgeon before performing the
surgery will explain appropriate
surgical options and provide you
with the information necessary to
make this decision. You may have
several consultations with other
physicians for additional treatment,
including radiation therapy and
chemotherapy or hormone therapy.

Salt has been used by humans
for thousands of years. It is
available from sea water, min-

eral deposits (under the earth), sur-
face, saline lakes, and springs. It was
not easily available, and was such
a precious commodity in ancient
times, that it was used as a curren-
cy or was bartered. It even had a
role in India’s fight for freedom.

Salt has been used to flavour
and preserve food. Today, availabil-
ity of salt is ubiquitous and is avail-
able cheaply. In most countries it is
available with iodine added to it.

Why is it important?
Salt is essential for maintaining

the water and electrolyte balance in
humans. It has sodium and chlo-
ride, which are essential for human
life. Like all food ingredients, too
less or too much—both are harm-
ful for health. In the last few
decades, the amount of salt used
has increased manifold.

Recommended intake
The recommendations are 2300

mg or 5 grams (1 teaspoon) of salt
daily. The American heart associ-
ation recommends 1500 mg daily or
3.8 grams of salt for health and pre-
vention of disease.

Children less than 1 year of age
should not be given salt. It has been
found that average consumption of
salt is much higher in most coun-
tries. In India, various studies have
given an estimate of twice the lev-
els as compared to WHO recom-

mendations. 
According to the Global

Burden of Disease study published
in Lancet, high intake of sodium is
the largest contributor to mortali-
ty and second most important fac-
tor for DALYs (disability adjusted
life years).

An estimated 2.5 million deaths
could be prevented each year if
global salt consumption were
reduced to the recommended level.

Where is my salt?
�Processed and comfort foods
�Added to home food
�Occurs naturally in food
�Added as table Salt
How does it affect?
Increased salt intake increases

inflammation and metabolic stress-
oxidative stress.

It has been linked to high
blood pressure.

Arteries: Excess salt causes
damage to the lining of the arter-
ies and makes them stiffer.

Heart: Prolonged high salt
intake increases the size of left ven-
tricle, one of the chambers of the
heart.

Kidneys: Salt load on kidneys
leads to improper functioning,

leading to an imbalance of many
more minerals.

Brain: It affects the blood cir-
culation, and adversely affects many
neuronal circuits in the brain.

Skin: Increases inflammation in
the skin and causes sodium
deposits in the skin.

Bones: Decreases bone miner-
al density and mineral content of
bones, including calcium. 

These effects on the arteries
and other organs are independent
of the damage caused by high
blood pressure. Dietary salt is an
independent risk factor for strokes
and dementia too. 

There is a 17 per cent increase
in cardiovascular events for every
1000mg/day increase in sodium
intake. Increased salt intake during
adolescence contributes to
increased risk of high blood pres-
sure.

The effect of high salt intake
varies for individuals, sex and even
some races. 

Research has shown that it’s not
only the amount of salt but the ratio
of salt to energy intake, which is
important,  recommendations
should also factor in this.

CUCUMBER WATER:
Without water, your
body will not function
correctly. A person
should drink six to
eight glasses of water
each day. We all know
we should drink water
throughout the day, but
plain water might get dull
after a while. Cucumber adds
a layer of taste that encour-
ages you to drink more. If
you're attempting to lose
weight, switching to cucum-
ber water instead of sugary
sodas, sports drinks, and juices
can help you eliminate calories

from your diet. Cucumbers
include antioxidants as well as
compounds called cucur-

bitacins and a cate-
gory of minerals

called lignans,
which may
help to protect
humans from
cancer.
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Social connections are important for physical, mental and emo-
tional well-being. While it is important to nurture our con-
nections and relationships, it is also important to carve out some

alone time to boost one’s mental health. Alone time is a great stress-
buster and also aids in nurturing creativity, energy and personal
exploration. Many people can't simply switch off. This means that
they are constantly thinking about work, their relationships, or social
events even when they are not in the presence of other people. These
thoughts can make them feel stressed and anxious which is why
it is important to engage in alone time.

Alone time is the period when one person is in isolation from
others. While some people may enjoy alone time because it gives
them privacy, others may choose to indulge in solo activities like
reading a book or taking a walk because it provides them an
opportunity to reflect on their life. Moreover, it brings a sense
of peace and calm; a boost to mental health.While many feel that
this may be true for introverts who need alone time in order to
recharge after social interactions, studies have shown that not
getting enough alone time affects the mental health even if you
are an extrovert. Being constantly around other people can make
us feel stressed, anxious or experience a burnout. Also, being alone
is not the same as being lonely.

Signs
�Feeling irritated or snap-

ping at others
�Having trouble focusing

on task at hand
�Losing interest in activ-

ities
�Feeling anxious about

being with others
�Feeling overwhelmed or

overstimulated
�Emotional eating/ loss of

appetite
�Feeling angry on trivial

matters
�Feel like running away or

hiding from everyone and
everything

�Declining social invita-
tions to avoid spending time
with others

�Feeling more distracted than normal
Often, as an escape from reality, people end up scrolling through

social media for 3-6 hours daily, most of which is mindless, in a
quest to shut the chatter in their head. This is not the ‘alone time’
to opt for. Instead choose activities that help you strengthen the
connection with self such as journaling, dance, music, meditation,
cooking, sketching, colouring, walk in nature, self-care activities,
reading and researching. Although the natural tendency is to feel
that I am very busy and don’t have the time for myself, it is impor-
tant to make a decision and set that time out to boost not just the
mental health but overall wellbeing and relationships.

Some ways to incorporate alone time in your life
�Schedule a time for it - Plan and schedule the alone time. Make

sure people around you know that you aren’t to be disturbed dur-
ing this time. Honour your commitment to self.

�Develop the right mindset - Don’t view ‘alone time’ as a to-
do; instead, tap into the joy of indulging in alone time from time
to time.

�Create a safe space - Create a quiet & comfortable space to
enjoy your time alone.

�Practice Mindfulness - Be aware of the present moment with-
out worrying about pending tasks or what others are thinking.
Immerse fully in your connection with yourself.

�Moderation is the key - Setting 15-30 minutes daily or every
alternate day is good enough to receive benefits from the practice.
Do not get carried away for hours at length (as a tool to escape from
reality). 

Being alone with the right mindset and in the right way reju-
venates and energises mind, body and being just as much as being
with a supportive community—a healthy mix of both is pivotal for
sound mental health. This would not only refresh you but also boost
productivity, energy, confidence and creativity. Opt for what works
the best for you and in case you feel you are unable to get respite
from the chaos of everyday life despite your attempts at healthy
‘alone time’, seek help from an expert.
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When the coronavirus pandemic
struck the country in 2020, very lit-
tle was known of the contagion. All

we knew was that it was highly contagious.
Our first priority was to safeguard our
frontline healthcare workers, who were at a
high risk of contracting the infection. The
Indian Medical Association worked closely
with Indian Council of Medical Research
(ICMR), All India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) and the Union Ministry of
Health,  to formulate protocols the doctors,
hospitals, and other healthcare workers
could use to manage the patients to protect
themselves. Then we worked on guidelines
to treat patients effectively with whatever
therapies and drugs we had at that time. 

Early on, the country realised that to deal
with a pandemic of this magnitude, it need-
ed to develop a potent vaccine to protect its
population. And in less than a year, the coun-
try developed and produced vaccines for its
people. 

The Government decided to first immu-
nise the healthcare workers on priority. It was
a matter of great pride for us when the gov-
ernment recognised the healthcare commu-
nity’s efforts in fighting the pandemic in the
absence of a potent drug or therapy. 

Indeed, healthcare workers were at the
greatest risk of contracting the disease while
treating their patients. But initially, there were
concerns within the medical fraternity
regarding the safety of these vaccines as they
were developed in such a short time. 

But IMA had immense faith in Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, scientists, and the
country’s stringent regulatory mechanism. In
fact, India, which is known as the pharma-
cy of the world, has a glorious history when
it comes to developing vaccines. The coun-
try has eradicated and eliminated various
deadly and debilitating diseases with the help
of vaccines. 

Across India, we, the healthcare workers
came forward and took the vaccine. We took
it as an opportunity to show our trust and
confidence in the system, and we decided to
become an ambassador for the vaccines,
developed because of the dedication and
relentless efforts of our scientists. 

A year on, it has been proved that our
trust was not misplaced.  The vaccines have
saved millions of lives by reducing the
severity of the disease. As clinicians, we wit-
nessed how the disease manifested in a vac-
cinated and in an unvaccinated individual.
These vaccines didn’t only save lives but also
protected millions from the severe after effect
of COVID-19. 

Today, ninety-eight percent of adults in
the country have received at least one dose
of vaccine, more than 70 per cent of children
between age 15 and 18 have got their first
dose. 

Soon, the vaccine will be given to
younger children. We are already giving them
to pregnant and lactating women. And on the
IMA’s request, the Government began pro-
viding precautionary doses to the healthcare
workers and the elderly. 
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Since the advent of COVID-19, Dr
Shubhang Aggarwal, Orthopaedic &
Robotic Joint Replacement Surgeon,

NHS Hospital, Jalandhar said he has been
seeing a lot of pediatric orthopedic cases like
excruciating pain in neck and back in his
OPD. He said such issues have seen a rise
by 50 per cent. 

The doctor blamed the wrong body pos-
ture behind the substantial increase in the
multiple skeletal issues in the kids. 

“Increased screen exposure in kids has
not only made them physically unwell but
also it’s also affecting their mental health. It
has been seen that these kids suffering from
neck and back issues mostly have wrong sit-
ting postures coupled with almost no phys-
ical activity. 

Pediatric orthopedic cases increased by
50 per cent due to lack of activity, poor pos-
ture during online classes. Most of them are
overweight, have lack of stamina, going
through anxiety and attention deficit disor-
der. Parents should come up with ways to
engage their child both in studies and doing
physical activities,” he says. 

In the past, the cases of neck and back
stiffness were observed in working adults but
this time a lot of kids are experiencing this
issue. It’s essential to observe some precau-
tionary measures. 
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Early evaluation is essential
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Portugal's World Cup play-off
against North Macedonia
on Tuesday is a "matter of

life and death", said Cristiano
Ronaldo ahead of the game.

Manchester United star
Ronaldo is hoping to qualify for
a fifth World Cup with Portugal
and secure another chance to lift
the trophy for the first time at the
age of 37.

The winners of the match in
Porto will book a spot at this year's
finals in Qatar.

"The team is quite confident,
I feel all the players are ready,"
Ronaldo told a press conference
on Monday.

"For us, this game is a matter
of life and death, we are aware of
its importance and I take this
opportunity to appeal to the sup-
porters to give us incredible sup-
port tomorrow."

Portugal would have likely
been expecting to face Italy in the
play-off final, but the European
champions slumped to a shock 1-
0 home defeat by North
Macedonia last week.

The Macedonians also
claimed a surprise away victory
over Germany earlier in the qual-
ifying campaign.

"We're playing North
Macedonia and of course people
think it's going to be an easier
opponent," admitted Ronaldo.

"From my point of view it's
going to be an extremely tough
game because if the Macedonians
are here it's because they deserve
to be.

"North Macedonia are a very
organised team, but if Portugal are
at their best, they beat any team

in the world."
Ronaldo, the all-time record

goalscorer in international foot-
ball, will be 41 by the time of the
2026 World Cup in the United
States, Mexico and Canada.

But the Portugal captain
would not say if Qatar would be
his last opportunity to play at foot-
ball's showpiece event.

"The one who will decide my
future is me," he said.

"If I want to play more, I play,
if I don't want to, I don't play.
Period."

Portugal coach Fernando
Santos has previously hinted that
he will step down from the role if
his team fail to qualify for the first
time since 1998.

"If we think that, theoretical-
ly, the Macedonians are weaker,
we are on the wrong track, it's the
worst possible scenario," said the
67-year-old, who has been
Portugal boss since 2014 and led
them to Euro 2016 glory.

"We have to face North
Macedonia as we would have
faced Italy."
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The North Macedonia players have
"90 minutes to fulfil" the "dream of

a whole country" said key midfielder
Elif Elmas ahead of Tuesday's 2022
World Cup play-off against Cristiano
Ronaldo's Portugal.

North Macedonia travel to Portugal
in the hope of claiming a second
notable scalp, having eliminated
European champions Italy last
Thursday, and reaching their first ever
World Cup finals.

"Frankly this might be one of the
most difficult and most exciting match-
es for all of us," said Elmas on Sunday.

"We have 90 minutes to fulfil our
childhood dream, not only ours, but of
the whole country.

"Simply, we have to know that we
can't miss this chance and we have to
'burn' on the pitch in order to get to
Qatar."

North Macedonia are bidding for
a fourth successive away victory but face

a Portugal side which will feature an
extra-motivated Ronaldo, who at 37 is
unlikely to have another chance of
appearing at football's quadrennial
global showpiece.

"We beat a giant like Italy, but still
have one more step towards the World
Cup. We dream of a victory on
Tuesday," said winger Ezgjan Alioski.

"We do not want to mess some-
thing up in Ronaldo's career, but we
believe that we can win against
Portugal."

Portugal and North Macedonia
have played each other just once before,
producing a goalless draw in a 2012
friendly.

Despite the stiff challenge ahead,
North Macedonia's capital Skopje has
been buzzing with football fever in the
wake of last week's win.

"Portugal is a very good team and
Macedonia will have a very difficult
task. We all want Macedonia to win and
to be part of the World Cup," Skopje res-
ident Boban Ilijevski told AFP.
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Roberto Mancini dropped a big hint on Monday he will
stay on as Italy coach despite the Azzurri failing to

qualify for the World Cup for a second successive time.
The European champions were stunned by North

Macedonia in Thursday's qualification play-off semi-final
for this year's tournament in Qatar, sparking talk he could
resign in the aftermath of perhaps Italy's worst-ever defeat.

However, although he wouldn't openly confirm that
he would stay at the helm, on Monday Mancini spoke
about the team and the future using the first-person plur-
al "noi", or "we".

"I've spoken with the (Italian Football Federation) pres-
ident (Gabriele Gravina) in the last few days, I think we're
on the same page on pretty much everything," Mancini
told reporters ahead of Italy's friendly with Turkey in
Konya on Tuesday.

"We will speak about it again in the coming days, we'll
see each other again after this match. Then we'll take our
time to talk about what can be improved for the future.
That's it."

Names including 2006 World Cup-winning captain
Fabio Cannavaro and Real Madrid coach Carlo Ancelotti
were touted after Italy's 1-0 defeat in Palermo last week.

Mancini, who took over in May 2018 after Italy failed
to reach that's year's World Cup, has a contract which runs
until the 2026 tournament co-hosted by Canada, Mexico
and the United States.

After Thursday's defeat team captain Giorgio Chiellini
and Gravina both said they wanted Mancini to continue,
and the 57-year-old all-but made a public bid to stay on
as boss.

When asked what would push him to remain in his
post, Mancini smiled and made very clear his enthusiasm
for managing a team which he is convinced would have
been a contender in Qatar had they qualified.

"I'm still young, my aim is to win a European
Championship and a World Cup, and for the World Cup
we will need to wait a bit," he said.

"I like my job, I think I can still have fun and do some-
thing special with the boys."

He was backed up on this occasion by Leonardo
Bonucci, who was unavailable for the match with North
Macedonia but has been at the heart of a team which up
to the Euro 2020 final had played enjoyable football and
broken winning streak and matches unbeaten records.

"I think what the coach has given us in these past three
years was unique. He created a depth of feeling between
the team, staff and management that we've rarely expe-
rienced at (national training centre) Coverciano," Juventus
defender Bonucci said.

"Anyone who has been involved on the pitch, the
dressing room or had anything to do with the coach wants
only to carry on with him."
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Germany head coach Hansi Flick is
relishing the chance to see his

team take on fellow European giants
the Netherlands in a friendly on
Tuesday.

The four-time World Cup winners
are hoping to extend an eight-match
winning streak since Flick took over in
September, with this year's finals in
Qatar coming into focus.

The game in Amsterdam is the first
time the Germans will meet a former
major tournament winner since losing
to England in the last 16 of Euro 2020
last June.

"We have the necessary respect for
a (Dutch) team who play really good
football and have top players," Flick
said Monday.

"They have enormous quality and
are a yardstick for us. We have good
players and want to put in our own
good performance."

Flick wants his young team to gain
"more confidence in our own
strengths" eight months before the
World Cup kicks off.

An experimental side, with Bayern
Munich's Jamal Musiala, 19, starting in
midfield, brushed aside Israel 2-0 in a
friendly Saturday.

Chelsea forwards Kai Havertz and
Timo Werner scored in Sinsheim
before Bayern's Thomas Mueller hit the
post with a late penalty.

Flick will bolster his starting line-
up in Amsterdam, with Manuel Neuer
returning in goal and Chelsea defend-
er Antonio Rudiger at centre-back.

Musiala is "definitely a consider-

ation" to start again, said Flick.
Bayern midfielder Joshua

Kimmich -- who called Flick during
Monday's press conference -- is not an
option as he awaits the birth of his
child. Of course, he's torn, he always
wants to play, but this is the best deci-
sion," said Flick.

The Dutch are unbeaten since their
last-16 loss to the Czech Republic at
Euro 2020 and beat Denmark 4-2 last
Saturday. Tottenham winger Steven
Bergwijn scored twice and created
goals for Nathan Ake and Memphis
Depay.

Dutch coach Louis van Gaal said
Freiburg goalkeeper Mark Flekken
will start against Germany, having
impressed in the Denmark victory.

"He can open up the game so we
can keep playing," said van Gaal.
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Either Robert Lewandowski
or Zlatan Ibrahimovic will

miss out on the chance to play
at the 2022 World Cup when
Poland and Sweden clash in
Tuesday's play-off.

The winners in Chorzow
will go into Friday's draw for
the World Cup group stage.

It could be the final chance
to play at a World Cup for
Swedish striker Ibrahimovic,
who will be 41, and Poland's
Lewandowski, who will be 34,
when the finals kick off in
Qatar this November.

"A World Cup without
Zlatan is not a World Cup,"
said Ibrahimovic.

The veteran has endured
an injury-blighted season and
last played a full 90 minutes for
his club AC Milan in January.

Sweden coach Janne
Andersson said Monday that
Ibrahimovic "is a weapon for
us" as a substitute, but "can't
play the whole game".

In contrast, Bayern
Munich's Lewandowski is in
stellar form having scored 50
goals for club and country this
season.

The Poland captain, a
back-to-back winner of FIFA's
best men's player award, took
part in training Sunday after
suffering a knee knock last
week and is set to start in
Chorzow.

There will be an element
of seeking revenge for hosts
Poland, who lost 3-2 to
Sweden in their final Euro
2020 group game last year.

Sweden's winning goal by
Viktor Claesson in stoppage
time in Saint Petersburg
knocked Poland out in the
group stage.

"We won last summer, so
they (Poland) will no doubt be
hungry for revenge," said
Sweden playmaker Emil

Forsberg.
"It would be great to give

them another slap in the face."
Sweden are unhappy that

Poland qualified automatical-
ly for the play-off final after
being handed a bye when
UEFA banned their semi-final
opponents Russia over the

invasion of Ukraine.
"The principle of playing

under the same conditions, i.e.
winning two matches to reach
the World Cup finals, should
apply," said Swedish FA gen-
eral secretary Hakan
Sjostrand.

The same night Poland

drew a friendly away to
Scotland last Thursday with
Lewandowski rested, Sweden
needed extra time to squeeze
past the Czech Republic 1-0 in
their play-off semi-final.

Robin Quaison scored the
winner for Sweden in the
110th minute in Stockholm.
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Contrary to the popular opinion
that Bajrang Punia's leg defence

is a major shortcoming in his game,
Sujeet Maan, the new personal
coach of the star grappler says the
wrestler looks vulnerable only
because of his attacking style and all
he needs to do is to convert the
moves into points.

Bajrang's leg defence has been
a major talking point in the last three
years, especially in run up to the
Tokyo Games, where he won a
bronze medal.

His coach Shako Bentinidis
also worked on the same but
Bajrang, 28, never made the desired
progress, something which irked the
national federation and eventually
the Georgian was removed from his
support staff.

However, Maan, who started
working with Bajrang from January
this year, says Bajrang's leg defence
is not as weak as it is thought of.

"A lot of people opine that his
leg defence is weak but that's not the
case. It's a style. In cricket, the
aggressive batters go for their shots
and in the process they run the risk
of losing their wicket. In Bajrang's
case when he plays attacking game,
he appears vulnerable in his leg
defence," Maan told PTI in an
interview.

"It's not that we are not work-
ing on his leg defence. We are try-
ing that even if the rivals get hold
of his legs, he wriggles out of it with
solid defence."

One of the main reasons for his
leg-defence struggle has been linked
with his training and competition
on the soil (dangal) in his formative
years. The wrestlers usually adopt a
high stance during 'dangals' but
when it comes to competition on the
mat, the strategy does not work.

Many traditional wrestling stars
like Jassa Patti, one of the famous
and most successful dangal wrestlers
in the country could not succeed on
mat, struggling to win bouts even in
National championships.

Maan agrees that the training
and competition style in early years

could be a reason for whatever issues
he has in his leg defence.

"On the mat you need to com-
pete more on low and middle
stance while in the Dangal, the
wrestler maintains high stance.
Habits are difficult to change, espe-
cially when it becomes muscle
memory."

Maan said he has been a part of
the national camp and has observed
Bajrang's game whenever he was
there. He and Bajrang, recently,
watched the wrestler's bouts from
the 2019 World Championship,
2018 Asian Games, the 2021 Asian
Championship videos and he is sure
that going forward, adding more
aggression to his style should help
him.

"He needs to be aggressive and
attack more. Attack is the best
defence. The change he needs to
make is he should attack but must
not end up losing points or fail to
score despite taking the risk.

"If he is managing to grab legs
of his opponent, he must convert
that move into points, that's what we
are working on," Maan who won
four Asian Championship medals,
including a silver in 2004, said.

Talk about the 2024 Paris
Olympics and Maan quickly points
that they "don't have much time on
our hands to prepare."

But why? "Asian
Championships is approaching and
then there is one Ranking Series
event. In August we have CWG
which will be followed by the Asian
Games, so there is not much time
that we have. We have short-term
targets before the Paris Games.

"This year our main target is
Asian Games and if we succeed it
would mean that we are at peak."

Has anything changed in
Bajrang's training style since
Bentinidis left?

"I have devised a plan for him.
When Bajrang is not competing, he
is focussing on heavy training,
including weights, long duration
runs, power training and endurance
training. When competition is near
we are focussing on speed and
bouts."

N Macedonia game ‘matter of life & death' <
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Rahul Tewatia blasted an
impactful 40 off 24 balls after
Mohammad Shami’s sensa-
tional new ball spell to set up

a five-wicket win for Gujarat Titans
against Lucknow Super Giants in the
battle of IPL debutants here on
Monday.

Deepak Hooda (55 off 41 balls)
and Ayush Badoni (54 off 41 balls)
smashed quick-fire half centuries to
help Super Giants recover to a
respectable 158/6 after Shami (3/25)
blew away their top-order.

Needing 68 off the last 30 balls,
Titans were up against it but Tewatia
(40 not out), David Miller (30 off 21)
and IPL debutant Abhinav Manohar
(15 not out off 7) pulled off a mem-
orable win for their team with two
balls to spare.

In pursuit of 159, Gujarat were
down and out at 78/4 before Miller
and Tewatia forged a match-winning
60 run-stand off just 34 balls.

They were brutal on Deepak
Hooda, as they fetched 22 runs in

the 16th over, with each hitting
one six and one four. And then

Tewatia hammered a six and
two fours in the next over,
where Gujarat amassed 17
runs, to bring down the
equation to 29 from 18 balls.

Avesh removed Miller in the 18th
over to raise his side’s hopes, but
Manohar and Tewatia, who hit five
boundaries and two maximums, saw
the team home.

Skipper Hardik Pandya (33) and
Matthew Wade (30) forged 57 runs for

the third wicket to take the innings
forward after two early losses.

Earlier, Hooda and IPL debutant
Badoni, who had endured plenty of
struggles in the past three years, took
Super Giants to a respectable score
after Shami reduced them to 29 for

four.
But then Hooda (55) and Badoni

(54), took the onus on themselves and
resurrected the Lucknow innings
with an 87-run-stand off 68 balls.

Hooda struck six fours and two
sixes in his 41-ball knock while

Badoni hammered four boundaries
and three maximums in his 41 ball
innings.

After Hooda was trapped in front
of the wicket by Rashid Khan (1/27)
in the 16th over, Badoni, who is a
product despite the system, upped the
ante and played shots at will. Badoni
hit the likes of Rashid Khan and Lockie
Ferguson for a six and that should stay
in his memory for life.

Lucknow lost captain KL Rahul (0)
on the first ball of the game as Shami
had him caught behind with a beau-
ty. PTI  Shami then cleaned up
Quinton De Kock (7), who missed a
drive, in the third over as Lucknow was
reeling at 13/2.

Lucknow were in all sorts of trou-
ble at 20/3 as Evin Lewis (10) was dis-
missed, courtesy a stunning catch by
Shubman Gill in the deep off pacer
Varun Aaron (2/45).

Shami got his third wicket, after he
castled Manish Pandey (6) with a ball
that seamed back in after pitching on
the fourth stump. It was the first-time
Shami took three wickets in the
power-play in the IPL. After six overs,
Lucknow were reeling at 32/4. Then it
was the Hooda and Badoni show.

Hardik Pandya, playing his first
game since the T20 World Cup last
year, conceded 37 runs in four overs.
Badoni went after him in his final over
that went for 19 runs. 
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World champion Max
Verstappen bounced

back from his Bahrain disap-
pointment to steer his Red
Bull to a thrilling victory ahead
of Ferrari’s Charles Leclerc in
Sunday’s Saudi Arabian Grand
Prix. 

The 24-year-old
Dutchman, who failed to fin-
ish due to a fuel problem in the
opening race, won by just half
a second after the pair swapped
positions in a tense battle
through the final laps. 

It was the closest race fin-
ish since the 2020 Italian Grand
Prix. 

Leclerc’s Ferrari team-mate
Carlos Sainz finished third
ahead of Sergio Perez in the
second Red Bull, the top four
proving to be in a class of their
own. 

Mercedes new boy George
Russell came home fifth ahead
of Alpine’s Esteban Ocon and
McLaren’s Lando Norris with
Pierre Gasly taking eighth for
AlphaTauri. 

Kevin Magnussen finished
ninth for Haas and seven-time
champion Lewis Hamilton
10th, rescuing some pride after
starting 15th on a difficult
weekend in the second
Mercedes.  It was the 21st win

of his career for Verstappen
and, like Leclerc, he welcomed
the success of the new era cars
that have permitted closer rac-
ing and allowed drivers to
recover and regain positions
after being passed. 

Leclerc congratulated his
rival on his victory on their
slow-down laps, but after two
races remains the embryonic
championship’s early season
leader by 12 points. 

“Of course, I am disap-
pointed, but I enjoyed that
race and I hope that we have
more like that this season,” he
said.  “It should be like this
always!” 

Verstappen said it had been
very close and he had also rev-
elled in the contest. “I just man-
aged to get in front and to stay
there, but it was a great race.”
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Canada qualified for the World Cup
for the first time in 36 years on

Sunday with an emphatic 4-0 victory
over Jamaica in Toronto. 

Goals from Cyle Larin, Tajon
Buchanan, Junior Hoilett and an
Adrian Mariappa own goal secured all
three points after Canada dominated
throughout against a Jamaica side
already eliminated from contention in
the CONCACAF region’s qualifying
tournament for this year’s finals 
in Qatar. 

The win sparked wild celebrations
at Toronto’s 30,000-capacity BMO
Field, where an expectant sell-out
crowd had gathered to watch Canada
clinch World Cup qualification for
only the second time, having last
appeared at the 1986 Mexico tourna-
ment. 

After a dominant qualifying cam-
paign had left them three points
clear with two games remaining,
Canada needed only a point from
Sunday’s fixture to assure themselves
of qualification. 

That objective was never in doubt

as Canada went on the attack from the
whistle. 
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Christian Pulisic scored a hat trick

as the United States thrashed Panama
5-1 on Sunday to all-but guarantee
their qualification for the 2022 World
Cup. 

Pulisic scored a pair of first-half
penalties -- both given against Panama
captain Anibal Godoy -- before com-
pleting his treble with a virtuoso goal
in the second half to leave the US with
one foot in this year’s finals in Qatar. 

Jesus Ferreira and Paul Arriola
scored the other goals for the US in
a victory at Orlando’s Exploria
Stadium that ended Panama’s hopes of
qualifying from the CONCACAF
region. 

The win means the United States
need only avoid a catastrophically
heavy defeat in their final game
against Costa Rica on Wednesday to
qualify automatically. 

The United States have 25 points
from 13 matches, while Costa Rica are
three points behind following their
win over El Salvador earlier Sunday.
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Australia’s  T20 hero
Mitchell Marsh has been

ruled out with injury as they
and Pakistan eye qualification
for the 50-over World Cup
when they start a three-match
ODI series in Lahore from
Tuesday.

The series is part of the
13-team ODI Super League in
which every match carries 10
points, with the top seven
qualifying automatically for
the World Cup next year.

Australia are currently
seventh and Pakistan 10th, but
both have played just three of
their eight scheduled series.

India have already quali-
fied as hosts.

Australia were already
without key players David
Warner,  Pat Cummins,
Mitchell  Starc,  Josh
Hazlewood and Steven Smith
for various reasons and have
been further hit by the loss of
all-rounder Marsh, their hero
when they won the T20 World
Cup in November.

All five senior players
were part of the team that won
the three-match Test series 1-
0 last week, on Australia’s
first tour of Pakistan in 24
years. Skipper Aaron Finch
fears that the 30-year-old
Marsh may miss the whole

ODI series.
“Mitch injured his hip

flex during fielding drills on
Sunday,” Finch said on
Monday.

“We have to wait and see,
but I don’t think he will be
available for the series based
on how he was feeling yester-
day.”

Finch hopes new players
such as Sean Abbott, Ben
Dwarshuis, Nathan Ellis, Josh
Inglis and Ben McDermott
will rise to the occasion
despite their inexperience.

Finch can take heart from
the fact that Pakistan have not
won an ODI series against
them since 2002, with
Australia winning eight of
the 11 -- the last seven in suc-
cession.

Pakistan opener Fakhar
Zaman said his team was
looking for maximum 30
points from the series.

“They are missing some
big names so that will make a
difference,” he said.

“But it’s an international
team and we are not going to
take them lightly because
Australia is known for doing
well in all situations and all
circumstances.”

The next two ODIs will be
on Thursday and Saturday,
also in Lahore.
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The three-match ODI series
between Pakistan and West

Indies, which was postponed
after a COVID-19 outbreak in
the visitors’ camp last year, was
on Monday rescheduled to
June.

The Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) announced that
Rawalpindi will host the post-
poned ICC Men’s Cricket
World Cup Super League
matches against the West Indies
from June 8 to 12.

The PCB said the West
Indies board had also agreed to
play three T20 internationals in
early 2023.
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World number two Deepika
Kumari has failed to make the

Indian squad for the upcoming Asian
Games, suffering one of the biggest set-
backs in her illustrious career.

Deepika lost two of her three
round robin matches in the final leg to
miss the Asian Games berth at the SAI
centre here on Sunday.

Deepika had finished a lowly fifth
in the two-phase eliminations on
Saturday to determine the top-eight, as
she had to fight in the round robin
matches. The Asian Games will take

place in Hangzhou from September 10-
25. This is for the first time since win-
ning a Gold medal at the New Delhi
Commonwealth Games 2010, Deepika
will be out of a multi-discipline show-

piece event. The 27-year-old has rep-
resented India at the Asian Games in
2010, 2014 and 2018, winning a team
Bronze in Guangzhou 12 years ago.

In her senior career since 2009,
Deepika’s trophy cabinet is full of
World medals, but an Olympic podi-
um finish has eluded the most decorat-
ed Indian archer.

Deepika has won 11 Gold medals,
12 Silver and seven Bronze at the World
Cup. She is also a record four-time
‘World Cup Final’ runner-up and a
Bronze medalist. Deepika has also
won two Silver medals at the World
Championships.
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Punjab Kings would be “more than inter-
ested” if they are offered to own a team

in the proposed Women’s IPL next year, their
co-owner Ness Wadia said on Monday.

In an IPL Governing Council meeting
last week, a five to six team Women’s IPL
was proposed for next year with the exist-
ing franchises getting first preference to be
part of the competition.

“We would be more than interested in
that (Women’s IPL). IPL for women is long
overdue and it would be very special

when it happens. Women’s cricket has
really developed over the years,” Wadia
said. 

“The World Cup is going on right now
and there is so much interest for the
women’s game. It was heartbreaking to see
our team lose yesterday (Sunday).”

Asked about the base price for owning
a women’s team, Wadia said: “That is for the
BCCI to decide but I can tell you if we are
asked to own a team we would be more than
interested. I feel the league would be sustain-
able as well.”

The BCCI has been under a bit of pres-
sure to organise the Women’s IPL. Women’s
Big Bash in Australia has been taking place
since 2015-2016 and a Women’s Hundred
competition was also staged in the UK last
year. Cricket West Indies will organise a
three-team CPL from this year onwards.
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India’s Rohan Bopanna and his Canadian
partner Denis Shapovalov stunned top

seeded Nikola Mektic and Mate Pavic in
straight sets to enter men’s doubles quar-
terfinals at the Miami Open tennis tourna-
ment here. 

The unseeded Indo-Canadian pair
surprised Mektic and Pavic 6-3, 7-6(3) in
a second round doubles match on Sunday.
Bopanna and Shapovalov will now face the
sixth seeded pair of Wesley Koolhof of
Netherlands and Great Britain’s Neal
Skupski for a place in the semifinals.
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For the first time in 15 years,
the Rajasthan Royals, who

won the inaugural edition of the Indian Premier League,
look like a side that can go down the wire and win the tour-
nament. The Jaipur-based franchise under Sanju Samson’s
leadership has made some interesting buys in the mega auc-
tion that took place in Bengaluru last month. They
strengthened the Indian core by adding the likes of senior
spinner Ravichandran Ashwin, Yuzvendra
Chahal and a host of youngsters in the
form of Devdutt Padikkal, Prasidh
Krishna and Navdeep Saini, who
have already made a name for them-
selves at the highest level.

Among the overseas recruits,
they have Jos Buttler, who was one of
the three players retained by the
franchise along with Sanju and young
opening batter Yashasvi Jaiswal. And they
roped in the services of West Indies U-
19 World Cup-winning skipper Shimron
Hetmyer, South African Rassie Van der
Dussen, Kiwi all-rounder Jimmy Neesham
and fast bowler Trent Boult,
to name a few.

The addition of all these
big names in Rajasthan makes
them a balanced side which has
a number of match winners. Over
the years, RR started as an under-
dog because of the lack of good
Indian players, but this time, the
team at Sanju’s disposal has every
element that makes it one of the top
contenders for the title.

But the battles are not won on
paper, and the Royals’ first test will be
against 2016 winners Sunrisers
Hyderabad. The Orange Army has also
made some significant changes after the
departures of David Warner and Rashid
Khan. The overseas duo weren’t retained
and will ply their trade for a new team from
this year onwards. SRH looks a bit weak
as compared to others, but with an inspi-
rational leader in Kane Williamson, it
would be foolish to count them out.
They have signed West Indies wicket-
keeper batter Nicholas Pooran for �10.75
crore and will expect him to make a big
impact. They also have Washington Sundar,
Rahul Tripathi,  Romario Shepherd,
Bhuvneshwar Kumar, T Natarajan, Kartik
Tyagi, and Abhishek Sharma in their ranks.

The clash between the two former winners
will be played on Tuesday at the Maharashtra
Cricket Association stadium in Pune,
which will host the first match of this
year’s edition.
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South African Test captain
Dean Elgar said on Monday

he was “comfortable” with the
decision of key players to make
themselves unavailable for a
Test series against Bangladesh,
which starts at Kingsmead in
Durban on Thursday.

Earlier this month Elgar
called for players contracted to
the Indian Premier League to
put country ahead of club.

But all South Africa’s IPL-
linked players opted to play in
the lucrative Indian franchise

tournament, which started at the
weekend.

“A lot has happened since
my last interview around this
topic,” Elgar told a pre-series
press conference in Durban.

“I’ve had really good,
detailed chats with those play-
ers to find out where they are
mentally with regard to playing
in the Tests or in the IPL.”

South Africa will go into the
Bangladesh series without their
front-line fast bowling attack of
Kagiso Rabada, Lungi Ngidi
and Marco Jansen, as well as the
injured Anrich Nortje.
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Pak-WI ODI series
rescheduled to June
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