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Based on the resolution of
“Udaipur Chintan Shivir”,

the Congress on Tuesday
formed a political affairs
group and a task force to for-
mulate a strategy to take on
the might of the BJP in 2024
Lok Sabha elections and in
between crucial Assembly
elections including that of
Gujarat.

Prominent members of
the G-23 group — Ghulam
Nabi Azad and Anand Sharma
— who sought organisation-
al reforms in the party and
also questioned the leadership
of Sonia Gandhi and Rahul
Gandhi have got roles in these
crucial committees.

Congress president Sonia
formed three groups — on
political affairs for guidance
on key issues, Task Force-2024

to implement the Udaipur
“Nav Sankalp” declaration and
evolve the party’s strategy for
2024 elections, and the third
one to coordinate the October
2 “Bharat Jodo Yatra”.

The Congress leaders
from across the country held

a three-day brainstorming
session at Udaipur called as
Nav Sankalp Chintan Shivir
mid-May to bring about struc-
tural changes in the organisa-
tion and pave the way for the
young to take a Central role in
the grand old party. 
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US President Joe Biden
praised Prime Minister

Narendra Modi’s handling of
the Covid crisis as India and US
on Tuesday resolved to
strengthen their robust ties
and vowed to work together for
a more prosperous, free, and
secure world. President Biden
said he is committed to mak-
ing the US-India partnership
“among the closest we have on
earth,” while Prime Minister
Modi termed the relations as “a
partnership of trust.”

The two leaders held a
bilateral meeting on the side-
lines of the Quad summit and
also committed to bilateral
defence and economic engage-
ments. Modi also held a bilat-
eral meeting with Australian
Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese. Three former
Japanese Prime Ministers ---
Yoshihide Suga, Yoshiro Mori,
and Shinzo Abe --- called on
Modi.

Biden praised Modi for
handling the Covid pandemic
successfully in a democratic
manner. He contrasted India’s
success with China’s failure to
handle the pandemic, though
both countries are of compa-
rable size, sources said. These

remarks by the US President
were made during the closed-
door Quad summit, they said.

Biden also told Modi that
he is committed to making the
US partnership with India
“among the closest on earth,”
saying there is so much that
the two countries can and
will do together. After meeting
with Biden, Modi tweeted,
“Today’s discussions were
wide-ranging and covered
multiple aspects of India-USA
ties, including trade, invest-
ment, defence as well as peo-

ple-to-people linkages.” In his
opening remarks at the meet-
ing, the Prime Minister said
the strategic relationship
between India and the US is
truly a “partnership of trust”
and the friendship will con-
tinue to be a “force for good”
for global peace and stability.
Modi invited the US industries
to partner with India to man-
ufacture in the defence sector
under the Make in India and
self-reliant India programmes.

Following the talks
between the two leaders in

Tokyo, the Ministry of
External Affairs said both
sides launched an India-US
Initiative on Critical and
Emerging Technologies
(iCET) to facilitate outcome-
oriented cooperation in arti-
ficial intelligence, quantum
computing, 5G, and 6G,
biotech, space, and semicon-
ductors.  The new mecha-
nism under the iCET will be
co-led by India’s National
Security Council Secretariat
and the US National Security
Council.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday said the

Quad combine is following a
constructive agenda for the
Indo-Pacific and its image as a
force “for the good” will be
strengthened even more.
Underlining this salient take-
away from the Quad summit in
Tokyo, he also said “in such a
short time, the Quad has made
an important place on the
world stage. Today, the scope of
Quad has become wider and
the forum has become effec-
tive.”

The Prime Minister made
these assertions in the second
in-person conclave in the pres-
ence of US President Joe Biden,
Japan Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida, and newly elected
Australian Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese.

Against the backdrop of
China’s aggressive posturing
in the strategically important
Indo-Pacific, the four leaders of
the Quad strongly opposed
any coercive, provocative, or
unilateral actions that seek to
change the status quo and
increase tensions in the region.

They also reaffirmed their
resolve to uphold the interna-
tional rules-based order.

In his address, Modi said
the mutual trust and determi-
nation among the Quad mem-
ber countries is giving new
energy to democratic forces
and the work of the grouping
is encouraging a free, open,
and inclusive Indo-Pacific.  

China has all along criti-

cised this bloc and claims the
Quad will lead to militarisa-
tion of the Indo-Pacific region.

“Quad is pursuing a con-
structive agenda for the Indo-
Pacific region. With this, the
image of Quad as a ‘force for
good’ will be strengthened
even more,” Modi said.

The summit took place
against the backdrop of the
ongoing Ukraine conflict.

Though Biden and Kishida
spoke strongly against the
Russian military action, Modi
refrained from touching upon
the issue.

“In such a short time, the
Quad has made an important
place on the world stage.
Today the scope of Quad has
become wider and the form
has become effective,” Modi
said.
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday asked the

Jharkhand High Court to first
hear preliminary objections
on the maintainability of a
public interest litigation seek-
ing probe against Chief
Minister Hemant Soren for
alleged irregularities in the
grant of mining leases.

The vacation bench of
Justices DY Chandrachud and
Bela M Trivedi noted that the
High Court had itself in its
order of May 13 said it would
first decide the maintainabili-
ty of the PIL filed by one Shiv
Kumar Sharma and then it will
go into the merit of the allega-
tions levelled in the petition. 

“We are of the considered
view that the high court would
first deal with the preliminary
objections on the maintain-
ability of the writ petition and
based on the outcome it would
then proceed further in accor-
dance with law,” said the apex
court. 
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The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) on
Tuesday opposed a plea for restoration of

Hindu and Jain deities inside the Qutub Minar
complex, saying it is not a place of worship and
the existing status of the monument cannot be
altered.  The ASI submitted in the Saket Court
here that it would be contrary to the law to agree
to the contention of any person claiming a fun-
damental right to worship in this “centrally pro-
tected” monument.

The ASI, however, said the architectural
materials and images of Hindu and Jain deities
were re-used in the construction of the Qutab
complex. 

“Fundamental rights cannot be availed in
violation of any status of the land. The basic
principle of protection conservation is not to
allow starting of any new practice in a monu-
ment declared and notified as a protected one
under the Act,” the ASI said.

The ASI said revival of worship was not
allowed wherever it was not practiced at the
time of protection of a monument. “Qutub
Minar is not a place of worship and since the
time of its protection by the Central
Government, Qutub Minar or any part of Qutub
Minar was not under worship by any commu-
nity,” it said. 

The counsel for the ASI further said it was
very clear from the Persian inscription at the

Quwwat-ul-Islam mosque, that the cloisters
were erected with carved columns and other
architectural members from 27 temples.

“Inscription is clear that the mosque was
built with the remains of these temples. But
nowhere it’s mentioned that the materials
were retrieved by demolishing temples. Also, it
is not clear if they were retrieved from the site
or brought from outside… Not demolished but
remains of temples used for construction,” the
counsel said.  
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In another targeted strike on
Jammu & Kashmir police-

man, an “unidentified” terror-
ist on Tuesday killed a selection
grade constable while he was
passing through a lane near his
home along with his minor
daughter in Malik Saab area of
Soura in Srinagar.

The seven-year-old child
too received injuries in the
attack and was rushed to a
nearby hospital where her con-
dition was stated to be stable.

According to reports, a
lone terrorist fired at the police-
man from a close range possi-
bly using a pistol just as police-
man Saifullah Qadri stepped
out of his home. Bleeding pro-
fusely, he fell on the ground
along with his daughter. Local
residents in the area rushed
him to the hospital where he
succumbed to his injuries.  

The police recovered
empty cartridges from the site
of terror attack. So far 15 secu-
rity personnel and 14 civilians

have been killed in different
incidents of targeted killings in
Kashmir valley this year while
security forces have eliminated
around 80 terrorists belonging
to different terrorist outfits.

Condemning the terror
attack Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha said,  “I assure the
people that those behind this
despicable attack will not go

unpunished. 
I salute the martyr

Policeman SgCt Saifullah
Qadri. His service to the nation
and supreme sacrifice will
always be remembered.”

Former Chief Minister and
National Conference Vice
President Omar Abduallah also
condemned the attack on a
policeman.
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After reserving its order in
the Gyanvapi mosque case

on Monday, the Varanasi dis-
trict court on Tuesday posted
the matter for hearing on May
26. The court will hear the
maintainability of the Shringar
Gauri-Gyanvapi mosque law-
suit on May 26. It has invited
objections from both Hindu
and Muslim sides to the report
submitted by a civil court-
appointed commission within
a week. 

District judge Ajay Kumar
Vishvesha had on Monday con-
ducted a hearing on the “Order
7, Rule 11 CPC” application
filed by the defendants, includ-
ing the Anjuman Intezamia
Masjid Committee, which looks
after the management of
Gyanvapi mosque. The com-
mittee has raised questions on

the maintainability of the suit
filed by five women (plaintiffs).

On Tuesday afternoon,
Vishvesha heard both the sides
— plaintiff and defendants —
and posted the matter for hear-
ing on May 26. The court also
ordered for providing the copies
of commission report, video
and photographs captured dur-
ing the survey. 

During the hearing, the
counsels of both the parties put
forth their arguments. Heavy
security arrangements were
made on the court premises.
Five women, including one
Rakhi Singh of Delhi and four
belonging to Varanasi, had filed
a petition in the court of Civil
Judge Ravi Kumar Diwakar
seeking permission to worship
at Shringar Gauri temple and
for preservation of other idols
located in Gyanvapi mosque
complex.
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Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on Tuesday

sacked Health and Family
Welfare Minister Vijay Singla
over graft charges. Soon after his
dismissal from the Cabinet,
Singla was arrested. 

Mann said his Health and
Family Welfare Minister was
seeking “one per cent commis-
sion” in all departmental projects.
On the other hand, Singla alleged
a “conspiracy” to defame the
Mann Government and the
AAP. Singla’s arrest was ordered
by Mann after he called the
Minister to his residence before

playing an audio recording of his
alleged demand for “shukrana”
in his nephew’s name. Punjab
Police’s Anti-Corruption Bureau
arrested Singla, who was later
produced before the Mohali
court which remanded him in
three-day police custody till
May 27.

Late in the evening, Singla’s
OSD Pardeep Kumar, who was
named in the FIR filed by super-
intending engineer Rajinder
Singh working on deputation in
Punjab Health System
Corporation (PHSC), too was
arrested in
the matter. 
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To train youth, Antyodaya Skill Development Center
to be opened in every district, says Haryana CM
PNS n CHANDIGARH

Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar on

Tuesday said that for the uplift-
ment of the weaker sections
and ensuring the overall devel-
opment of every citizen, an
Antyodaya Skill Development
Center would be opened in
every district so that the skilled
persons can be trained and
more employment opportuni-
ties can be provided to them.
He also announced that
Antyodaya Kaushal Rozgar
Kendra would also be opened
in Maharishi Kashyap's name.
Apart from this, he also
announced a grant of Rs 44
lakh for the construction of
four Dharamshalas of Kashyap
Community at Karnal,
Kurukshetra, Bilaspur and
Safidon.

Addressing a gathering
during the Maharishi Kashyap
Jayanti celebrations organized
in Karnal, the Chief Minister
announced that the birth
anniversary of Maharishi
Kashyap would be included in
the list of restricted holidays.
Besides this, a Chair in the
name of Maharishi Kashyap
will be set up in Kurukshetra
University for doing research
on the life history of Maharishi
Kashyap, for which an amount
of 15 lakh will be given to the

University this year. Khattar
further announced that the
Chowk in Karnal Sector 14 and
Jundla Government College
would be named after
Maharishi Kashyap.

"We are celebrating this
year as 'Antyodaya Utthan
Varsh' and for this, the
'Mukhyamantri Antyodaya
Parivar Utthan' scheme has
been started. Under this, the
poorest families will be identi-
fied and their annual income
will be increased to at least Rs
1.80 lakh", Khattar added.  He
announced that so far, about
2.49 lakh families having annu-

al income less than Rs. 1 lakh
have been identified under
this scheme. Under the scheme,
570 Antyodaya Melas were
organized at 156 places in two
phases, in which 1.22 lakh
families participated. Now the
third phase of the same is
going on.

The Chief Minister said
that the State Government
aims to provide benefits of all
government services and
schemes to the citizens while
sitting at home and they do
not have to make rounds of
offices. For this, Parivar
Pehchan Patra (PPP) of all

families is being made. With
this single document, the ben-
efits of all the schemes and ser-
vices are now available to the
eligible persons while sitting at
home. Most of the schemes
and services are now linked to
the PPP portal. "This year,
benefits of most of the gov-
ernment services will start
online through PPP. Now the
birth and death data will also
be auto-updated. Data on
Education, Skill  and
Unemployment has also been
uploaded on this portal. We
are also going to do the work
of making ration cards
through PPP. Initially, this
scheme has been started in
district Sirsa and Kurukshetra
on pilot basis," he said.

In another event in the
city, Khattar also inaugurated
and laid the foundation stone
of four development projects
costing Rs.88.29 crore. 

The Chief Minister inau-
gurated Shri Ghantakarna
Mahaveer Manohar Dwar built
by Municipal Corporation
Karnal in the memory of Shri
Atma Manohar Muni Ji
Maharaj near Baldi Bypass on
Karnal-Indri Road. This gate is
located on NH-44, near the bus
stand of New Karnal. An
amount of Rs. 67.69 lakh 69 has
been spent on this gate made
of Dholpuri stone.

6 die, 17 injured in road mishap in Jind
Jind: Six people were killed and 17 others seriously injured
in a head-on collision between a pick-up vehicle and a truck
on the Jind-Kaithal highway on Tuesday. The pick-up vehi-
cle was carrying 23 people of a family who were returning from
Haridwar after performing rituals of a deceased relative. The
vehicle hit a truck going towards Kaithal. The vehicles collided
head-on near the milk plant at Kandela village in Jind district,
the police said. The victims have been identified as Channi
Devi, 45; Shishpal, 39; Ankush, 19; Dhanna, 70; and Surji Devi,
65; all belonging to Narnaul district. The injured have been
sent to the civil hospital in Jind and PGI, Rohtak, said the police.
PNS

Khelo India Youth Games  will motivate
youth to take up sports says, Haryana CS
Chandigarh: Haryana Chief Secretary Sanjeev Kaushal on
Tuesday said that The Khelo India Youth Games - 2021, to be
hosted by Haryana, will inspire players and children to move
forward in sports. The countdown for these games has now
started and the Haryana government is leaving no stone
unturned to make this grand event a success. In the history
of Khelo India, the largest team of 8,500 players is coming to
Haryana, which is a matter of pride for the state. On June 4,
the Opening Ceremony will be celebrated in a grand manner
in Panchkula, for which all the preparations have been com-
pleted. Kaushal was taking a review meeting with all the stake-
holders regarding the preparations for Khelo India Youth
Games 2021. In this meeting, Secretary, Ministry of Youth
Affairs and Sports, Government of India, Sujata Chaturvedi,
Secretary, Sports Authority of India, Rohit Bhardwaj and other
officials were also present, who specially visited Haryana to
review the preparations for Khelo India Youth Games. PNS

Rs 7513 crore transferred sent directly to
farmers' accounts: Dushyant Chautala
Chandigarh: Stating that the State Government is commit-
ted to buy every grain of wheat of the farmers at MSP, Haryana
Deputy Chief Minister Dushyant Chautala on Tuesday said
that farmers are being paid for their crops on time and the
money is being sent directly to their bank accounts. So far, Rs
7513.62 crore has been transferred to the accounts of farm-
ers.  Chautala said that from April 1 to May 15, 2022, a total
of 41,40,135 metric tonne of wheat was procured by various
agencies of the government, while when procurement was start-
ed again from May 16 till May 23, 2022, 6,441 MT wheat has
been procured from the farmers i.e. total 41,46,576 MT wheat
has been procured, so far. He informed that the government
had instructed the officials that the money for the purchase
of wheat for the Rabi-2022 crop should be transferred to the
bank account of the farmer within 72 hours of crop procure-
ment. This time Rs 7513.62 crore has been sent directly to the
bank accounts of the farmers for wheat procurement by the
State Government. He said that timely lifting of the crop from
the mandis was ensured and all necessary arrangements. PNS

Sukhbir condemns AAP Govt for failing to
protect Punjab’s interests vis-à-vis PU

Chandigarh:  Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) president
Sukhbir Singh Badal on Tuesday condemned the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP)-led Punjab Government’s “woeful inadequacy”
to protect Punjab's interests by failing to represent its case in
the High Court leading to observations asking the Union
Government to consider converting the Panjab University into
a central varsity  “Despite the fact that Panjab University is a
symbol of pride for Punjabis who did not want its unique char-
acter to be tinkered in any manner whatsoever, the AAP
Government had not even thought it appropriate to defend
the State’s position in an appropriate manner in the Punjab
and Haryana High Court. This has caused irreparable dam-
age to Punjab’s case,” said Sukhbir, adding that the Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann should take notice of this develop-
ment immediately and not only defend the State’s point of view
but also take up the issue with the Union Government.

Punjab School Heads must formulate action
plan with staff assistance: Minister
Chandigarh:  Punjab Government has invited the suggestions
from all officers and school heads regarding educational
reforms by May 31. Fr the same, the state Education Minister
Gurmeet Singh Meet Hayer on Tuesday stressed that school
heads must send suggestions after due consultations with other
employees, students, and their parents. “The teaching com-
munity would play a significant role in revolutionizing the edu-
cational scenario. The teachers in the government schools are
chosen on merit who can make the education more qualita-
tive. Thus, they can strategize exceptionally with the assistance
of their staff and increase the confidence level of the students,”
said Hayer while presiding over the first meeting with the DEOs
(Secondary and Elementary Education), Principals, Head
Teachers, and in-charges of the Government Schools via
EDUSAT aimed at educational reforms. PNS

BRIEFS

Tata Memorial Centre proposes
to set up advanced cancer care
facility for children, leukemia
patients at HBCHRC, Mullanpur

PNS n CHANDIGARH

Acceding to the proposal of
Tata Memorial Centre

(TMC) to create additional
advanced facility for treatment
of children inflicted with can-
cer and persons suffering from
leukemia at its upcoming 300-
bedded Homi Bhabha Cancer
Hospital and Research Centre
(HBCHRC) in Medicity at
Mullanpur (New Chandigarh),
Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on Tuesday
assured that he would soon
personally take up this issue
with Government of India for
seeking its approval at the ear-
liest.The assurance was given
by the Chief Minister to the
visiting delegation of TMC, led
by its director Dr Rajendra
Badwe, which called on the
Chief Minister at his official
residence on Tuesday morning.

Lauding this initiative of
TMC, the Chief Minister
hoped that with the creation of
this additional state-of-the-art
facility for the advanced treat-
ment of children suffering
from cancer as well as persons
inflicted with leukemia in the
upcoming ultra-modern can-
cer tertiary care facility at
Mullanpur, first of its kind in
northern India would cater to
the needs of such patients
from Punjab, Haryana,
Rajasthan, Uttarakhand,
Jammu and Kashmir, and
Himachal Pradesh.

Apprising the Chief
Minister about the status of this
prestigious project, Dr Badwe
said that the much-awaited
HBCHRC at Mullanpur is in
the advanced stage of comple-
tion and likely to be fully
operational by August this
year.

He also informed the Chief
Minister that the 120-bedded
Homi Bhabha Cancer Hospital,
Sangrur, with ultra-modern
cancer care facilities was fully
functional and catering to the
residents of nearby areas from
southern Punjab, Rajasthan
and Haryana.

Seeking personal inter-
vention of the Chief Minister,
Dr Badwe also requested him
to get the remaining civil works
completed expeditiously at the
HBCHRC, Mullanpur, besides
arranging proper accommo-
dation for senior faculty till
their residential complex is
ready, which may take at least
two to three years to come up. 

Pointing out further, Dr
Badwe informed the Chief
Minister that their manage-
ment had already requested the
Prime Minister’s Office to
grant immediate permission to
start the Mullanpur Hospital.
He also urged the Chief
Minister to take up this mat-
ter with the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for further
pushing the case for early
clearance as the Prime Minister
is the Minister in-charge of the
Ministry of Atomic Energy.

The Chief Minister also
assured the visiting delega-
tion that he would soon flag
this issue with the PM for its
expeditious clearance.

Notably, this advanced
cancer care and research pro-
ject, a unit of Tata Memorial
Centre Mumbai, under the
Department of Atomic Energy,
is being set up with a sanc-
tioned cost of Rs 664-crore in
the built-up area of 40,545
square meters for which 50
acres of land has been provid-
ed free of cost by the Punjab
Government.

PNS n CHANDIGARH

Punjab Tourism and Cultural
Affairs Department will

soon invite global tenders for
the prestigious project ‘Pind
Babe Nanak Da’ — dedicated
to the 550th prakash purb
(birth anniversary) of the
founder of Sikhism Guru
Nanak Dev at Sultanpur
Lodhi.

Issuing the directions
during a review meeting
regarding the progress of the
project on Tuesday, Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann
asked the Department to
engage the world-acclaimed
architects for the construction

of this iconic project to come
up over an area of 40 acres at
cost of Rs 500 crore.

Taking part in the delib-
erations,  Tourism and
Cultural Affairs Minister
Harjot Singh Bains apprised
the Chief Minister that
Government of India has
already given in-principle
approval to the concept paper
for the aforesaid project.

Chief Minister, while
chairing another meeting of
Anandpur Sahib Foundation,
also directed the Tourism
Department to complete the
upcoming Bhai  Jaita  Ji
Memorial at Sri Anandpur
Sahib positively by December

2022.He also asked the
Department to ensure quali-
ty construction of this pres-
tigious project as per the
stipulated specif ications
approved by the competent
authority, which is coming up
in the complex of Virasat-e-
Khalsa at a cost of Rs 13 crore
over an area of  f ive
acres.Notably, valiant Sikh
General Baba Jiwan Singh
(Bhai Jaita Ji) was a devout
Sikh of Dasmesh Pita Sri
Guru Gobind Singh Ji, who
brought the severed head (Sis)
of the Ninth Sikh Guru Sri
Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib
from Chandni Chowk, Delhi
to Sri Kiratpur Sahib.Likewise,

the Chief Minister also asked
the Department to complete
the Nature Park being set up
within the precincts of
Virasat-e-Khalsa by
December this year at a cost
of Rs 10 crore. Mann said that
this project would be a centre
of attraction for people visit-
ing here, in general, and espe-
cially for nature lovers.

The Chief Minister, pre-
siding over the first meeting
of the Amritsar Cultural and
Tourism Development
Authority,  reviewed the
progress of various heritage
and tourism cultural sites
including Golden Temple
Plaza in the holy city of
Amritsar.Emphasizing the
religious and historical impor-
tance of holy city of Amritsar,
the Chief Minister asked the
Department to complete all
the ongoing works under the
authority at the earliest so as
to showcase Amritsar as a
global tourism hub.

Punjab makes Punjabi eligibility test compulsory
for candidates vying for Group C, D posts
PNS n CHANDIGARH

In a major initiative aimed at
promoting Punjabi language,

Punjab Government has made
Punjabi eligibility test com-
pulsory for the candidates
vying for Group C and D posts
of State Government. The can-
didates have to clear the
Punjabi eligibility test by secur-
ing at least 50 percent marks
over and above the stipulated
recruitment exam for the
respective post.The decision, to
promote Punjabi language, was
taken by the Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann while chairing
a meeting with the officers. “It
would be now mandatory for
all the candidates appearing for

recruitment for Group C and D
posts to qualify Punjabi eligi-
bility test with minimum 50
percent marks prior competing
for the requisite recruitment
exam for the respective posts,”
said Mann.It was also informed
in the meeting that the State
Government has already kick-
started a massive recruitment
drive with 26,454 jobs includ-
ing a large number of posts
from amongst group ‘C’ and ‘D’.

Meanwhile, taking cog-
nizance of the media reports
regarding the examination con-
ducted by the Punjab Public
Service Commission for
recruitment to 78 posts of
Naib-Tehsildar in English only,
PPSC chairman Jagbans Singh

on Tuesday clarified that the
rules of procedure prescribed
by the PPSC for its functioning
clearly stipulate that the ques-
tion paper be set in English lan-
guage only and all such exam-
inations in the past too have
been conducted in English
only. “The only exception to
the aforesaid rule is the Punjab
State Civil Services Combined
Competitive Examination –
both preliminary and main –
where it is mandated by the
Government notified rules to
conduct the examination in
both English and Punjabi,” he
clarified.Referring to the issue
raised by media regarding the
examination of Naib Tehsildars
recently conducted by PPSC,

the chairman averred that the
question paper, which con-
sisted of multiple-choice ques-
tions requiring candidates only
to select the correct option out
of the four given options, was
set in English language.

However, the minimum
eligible qualification for the
post of Naib Tehsildar is grad-
uation and a graduate in any
stream is expected to have a
basic knowledge of English
that enables him or her to
choose correct options in mul-
tiple-choice questions.
Therefore, no written expres-
sion of language is required to
answer questions in such
examinations, added the PPSC
chairman.

Pb Health Minister in AAP govt dismissed from Cabinet; Arrested on charges of corruption 
MONIKA MALIK n
CHANDIGARH

The 52-year-old Dr Vijay
Singla was among the 10

medical professionals from the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) who
won the recently-concluded
Punjab Assembly polls. AAP,
which romped home to victo-
ry with a three-fourth majori-
ty promising to improve
Punjab’s ailing health infra-
structure, trusted the political
greenhorn Dr Vijay Singla — a
dental surgeon — to take care
of the Health Department.

However, just over two
months after taking over as the
Minister, Dr Singla was sacked
and arrested by the state police
on corruption charges. And
interestingly, Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann is the one who
initiated the action against
him.

Besides the crucial Health
and Family Welfare
Department, AAP’s Mansa
MLA Dr Singla was also given
the charge of Medical
Education and Research.

Ironically, Dr Singla, who
took oath as Cabinet Minister
on March 19 and was allocat-
ed the portfolios on March 21,
had, on March 23, declared that
he would adopt a “zero-toler-
ance policy” towards corrup-
tion. Exact two months after, he
is out from the Cabinet and in
police custody on corruption
charges.

Chief Minister Mann on
Tuesday announced his extra-
ordinary decision to sack his

Health Minister from his
Cabinet on charges of corrup-
tion for seeking “one percent
cut in tenders allotment and
purchase of goods related to the
department”. Subsequently,
Punjab Police’s Anti
Corruption Bureau (ACB)
arrested Singla.

Singla was in the evening
produced before the Mohali
court, and was sent to three-
day police remand till May 27.
The police brought Singla to
the Mohali court in a clandes-
tine manner from the under-
ground parking, while making
every effort to keep the media
away.

However, Singla, respond-
ing to the media query in the
melee, alleged that this was all
a “conspiracy” to “defame me,
the party, and the Mann gov-
ernment”.

Preempting criticism by
the Opposition, Mann said:
“The Opposition parties will
say that AAP’s Minister was
found involved in corruption
within two months of forming
the government. But I want to
tell them that I have taken an
action and the Opposition did
not even know about it.”

“Their chief ministers have
been saying that they knew
their ministers were engaged in
the mafia. Then why don’t
they take any action against
them? I have not only sacked
my Minister but also directed
the police to take action against
him. We will bring a change in
the country,” he said.

Singla is a dental surgeon

by profession and was elected
MLA from Mansa in the
February 20 Punjab assembly
polls — which AAP won with
a thumping majority of 92 out
of 117 seats. Singla defeated top
Punjabi rapper and Congress
candidate Shubhdeep Singh
alias Sidhu Moose Wala by a
margin of 99,200 votes.

HOW IT STARTED?
A government officer

approached the Chief
Minister’s Office (CMO) about
10 days back to complain
against Dr Singla. Taking seri-
ous note of the allegations,
Chief Minister got a discreet
thorough investigation con-
ducted questioning several
employees. A sting operation
was conducted and incrimi-
nating pieces of evidence were
created.

“A case was brought to my

notice that a Minister in my
Cabinet was seeking one per-
cent commission for each ten-
der and purchase-related to his
department. Only I knew about
this case, neither the media nor
the Opposition had an idea
about it. Had I wanted to, I
would have covered it up. And
had I done so, I would have not
only failed my conscience but
also the lakhs of people who
trusted me. I am taking strong
action against him. I am sack-
ing him from my Cabinet and
directing the Police to take
action against him. He has
confessed to this crime,” said
Mann, in a video message.

It has been learnt that
before proceeding against his
“Minister”, Mann called Dr
Singla at his residence, “played
the audio recording” of his
conversation wherein he was
demanding one percent
“shukrana” (code word for

commission) on all tenders
and projects of the Health
Department. “Singla confessed
to the financial misconduct,”
said Mann in the video mes-
sage.

Mann added, “AAP has a
zero-tolerance policy towards
corruption. This (removing a
sitting Cabinet Minister) is
happening for the second time
in the country. In 2015,
Arvind Kejriwal had sacked
one of his Ministers on cor-
ruption charges.”

Mann, in his video mes-
sage, said: “As you all know,
we are an honest government.
We will not tolerate corrup-
tion of even Re one.
Whenever I used to go to peo-
ple in villages, towns and
cities, I saw hope in their eyes.
I saw that they had a hope that
there would be someone who
would pull them out of cor-
ruption. When I was to be

announced the chief ministe-
rial face, AAP’s revolutionary
chief Arvind Kejriwal had
said that he would not toler-
ate bribery and corruption. I
had promised him that we will
run this government the same
way. I assured him that we will
not spare anyone involved in
corruption.”

Adding, he said: “I want to
tell everyone that I would not
tolerate corruption of even Re
one. So, straighten yourself.
We had taken an oath at mar-
tyr Bhagat Singh’s Khatkar
Kalan vil lage,  we had
promised that we would run
a corruption-free government.
This is a historic decision by
AAP.”

SINGLA, HIS OSD
NAMED IN FIR

In the FIR registered by
Superintending Engineer
Rajinder Singh, working on
deputation in Punjab Health
System Corporation (PHSC),
alleged that Health Minister’s
OSD Pradeep Kumar called
him a month ago in Punjab
Bhavan’s room number 203.
When the complainant
reached, Singla and his OSD
were present in the room.
“Before leaving, Singla told me
that whatever Pradeep Kumar
will talk, consider it as I am
saying. He said that he was in
a hurry, and left. After this,
Pradeep told me that the allot-
ment of work of Rs 41 crores
has been issued from my side.
Apart from this, payment of

Rs 17 crores has also been
made to the contractors in
March. In this way, two per-
cent commission of the total
amount of Rs 58 crores turns
out to be Rs 1.16 crore which
should be given to him,” read
the FIR.

The complainant main-
tained that he could not do
that, and he should be sent
back to his parent department.
“After this, Pradeep Kumar
repeatedly called me on
WhatsApp on May 8, May 10,
May 12, May 13, and May 23.
And he repeatedly asked for a
bribe. I was threatened that if
I didn't give them their com-
mission, they would spoil my
career...I requested them not
to do that as I was due to retire
on November 30, 2022. And
asked them to send back to
my parent department and
appoint someone who is ready
to give them their share as per
their demand,” it added.
Rajinder Singh, in the FIR,
alleged that the Minister's
OSD demanded Rs 10 lakh
from him on May 20. Saying
that he has only Rs five lakh
available, the complainant
agreed to pay the amount “to
avoid mental harassment”. 

“On May 23, I was called to
the Secretariat. There, I met the
Minister and Pradeep....I have
the recording of the conversa-
tion,” it added.

M I N I S T E R
SOUGHT COMMIS-
SION IN THE NAME
OF ‘SHUKRANA’

Dr Singla has been seeking
commission for all the tenders
and projects in the name of
“shukrana”. As per information,
the Minister has sought
“shukrana” from a Bathinda-
based contractor, to be given to
his nephew. It has been learnt
that the police has started
preparing to question Singla
along with his relatives and
close friends. The police is
also in the process of preparing
a list of projects in Singla’s
tenure.

SEARCH FOR
NEXT HEALTH MIN

Mann had 10 ministers in
his Cabinet. With Dr Singla’s
expulsion, he is left with only
nine ministers, against the total
18 Cabinet berths, including
the Chief Minister. With this,
the search for the next health
minister has started. It has
been learnt that the Chief
Minister has also held a meet-
ing with his council of
Ministers to discuss the
replacement, considering that
the government has already
announced plans to launch 75
mohalla clinics in the state on
August 15 to mark the 75th
anniversary of Independence
Day. In such a situation, the
tendering work is in full mode.
It is believed that either one of
the Ministers can be given
additional responsibility; or
the Chief Minister himself may
keep the Ministry for the time
being.

Vijay Singla (File Picture)

AAP ONLY PARTY IN INDIA THAT
HAS NO PLACE FOR CORRUPTION,
CORRUPT PEOPLE: KEJRIWAL

PNS n CHANDIGARH

Following Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann's announcement,
AAP’s national convener and Delhi Chief Minister Arvind

Kejriwal on Tuesday commended him saying, “The Aam
Aadmi Party is the only political party in the country that does
not tolerate corruption or corrupt persons.”

“We're all proud of Bhagwant, our younger brother, for stand
against corruption. Not just the Punjabis, this move has made
the entire country proud,” he said.

PCMSA WELCOMES GOVT’S ACTION
AGAINST CORRUPTION

Welcoming the Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann’s deci-
sion, Punjab Civil Medical Services Association (PCMSA) on
Tuesday said that it would unconditionally support the
Government in all its efforts to combat corruption in the State.

Punjab Tourism dept to invite
global tenders for ‘Pind Babe
Nanak Da’ project
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Morrison’s delayed response in
securing COVID vaccines and
handling natural disasters.
Most recently, ScoMo’s flip-
flop response in dealing with
the Queensland floods gave
the ALP leadership in
Queensland the much-need-
ed ammunition to target the
federal Government.
Morrison’s mishandling of the
Brittany Higgins’ rape allega-
tions and assault allegations
against his two parliamentary
colleagues, Christian Porter
and Alan Tudge, especially
inflicted a severe beating to the
party’s and his own public
image, and last-ditch effort to
announce Marise Payne as the
‘Prime Minister for Women’
proved futile in winning back
women voters.

Albanese is likely to get a
majority reaching 76, and thus
escape teals (climate change
activists) and the Greens
breathing down his neck. He
will have more space to man-
age the expectations of the
resource industry and instil
some moderation in climate
policy and pursuit of “renew-
able energy superpower” status
for Australia. In the post-pan-
demic recovery, the flagship
resource sector is the key for
GDP growth which the IMF
has raised to 4.2 per cent in its
latest forecast. The resource
industry contends that more

mines, minerals and metals are
needed to build a modern
society and boost economic
growth and decoding this
remains a challenging conun-
drum for the Albanese
Government.

For New Delhi, bipartisan-
ship in Australia’s India poli-
cy means the regime change
would not disrupt policy con-
tinuity. In the wake of the
Pulwama attack, new Foreign
Minister Penelope Wong, then
the Leader of the Opposition
in the Senate, had condemned
the “atrocious terrorist attack
against security personnel in
Jammu and Kashmir”. In April,
Anthony Albanese, as the
Leader of the Opposition, had
also welcomed the “deepening
of ties” and signing of the
Australia India Economic
Cooperation and Trade
Agreement (AI-ECTA). In
2017, Albanese had led a par-
liamentary delegation to India
to deepen parliamentary ties,
people-to-people relations and
understand the social, eco-
nomic, governance and polit-
ical issues. He concluded his
visit brief by writing: “…it is
important that the parliamen-
tary officers work closely to
ensure that Australian parlia-
mentary visitations don’t wait
some 17 years before the next
visit.” The insights gained will
prove useful now.

Albanese well understands
India’s relevance which has
been elevated to 63rd in ‘doing
business with ease’ rankings in
the World Bank’s Doing
Business 2020 Report, making
it the sixth fastest growing
economy, surpassing France.
It is now the ninth largest
recipient of Foreign Direct
Investment destination in
2019 by the World Investment
Report 2020 of the United
Nations Conference on Trade
and Development (UNC-
TAD). As per the Global
Innovation Index (GII) pub-
lished by the World
Intellectual Property
Organisation (WIPO), India
ranks 52nd in innovation,
improving from 57th in 2018,
and topping the list amongst
the Central and South Asian
nations.

In market sophistication,
India ranks 20th both in terms
of ‘Ease of Getting Credit’ and
‘Market Capitalisation’; third in
‘Domestic Market Sale’ and
sixth in ‘Ease of Protecting
Minority Investors’. In business
sophistication, India has
jumped from 51st in 2018 to
27th rank, and 23rd in
‘University/Industry Research
Collaboration’, something that
should interest the academic
stakeholders in Australia. India
is a major success in
Knowledge and Technology
and ranks 1st in ICT services
exports (as a percentage of total
exports) and also ranks 22nd
in the list of ‘Exporter of
Creative Goods’.

As Albanese meets his
Indian counterpart Narendra
Modi in Tokyo at the Quad
summit, both draw comfort
from the fact that their strate-
gic and bilateral interests can-
not be seen in isolation. This
means they can keep an eye on
what happens between and
around them, simultaneously.

(The author is the CEO,
Institute for Australia India
Engagement, Brisbane,
National Sports Chair
{Australia India Business
Council} and Editor-in-Chief,
India News Australia. The
views expressed are personal.)
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Sir — It is a matter of great concern that
the precious time of courts, including the
Supreme Court, is wasted on adjudication
of cases pertaining to disputes over
whether certain deities were worshipped
in places where some mosques exist now.
It is worrisome that the courts are forced
to deal with such unimportant cases when
they have to deal with huge backlog of
cases related to the lives of the common
people. Some Hindus believe that sever-
al mosques, the Gyanvapi mosque, for
example, were built by demolishing tem-
ples. Muslims, on the other hand, believe
that no such temples existed in 
these places.

It may be recollected that similar argu-
ments had led to the demolition of Babri
Masjid. The Places of Worship Act, 1991,
was legislated by Parliament to prevent
religious organisations from making
claims on other mosques and shrines. For
a long time the courts refused to hear cases
questioning the legality of mosques.
However, when the courts showed willing-
ness to hear such cases, many litigants
started filing petitions on flimsy grounds.
In fact, the courts need to reject such cases
as they violate the Places of Worship Act.

Venu GS | Kollam

������������������	�����������
Sir — The Opposition-ruled States like
Maharashtra, Rajasthan and Kerala have
decreased VAT on petrol and diesel after
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman’s call
to provide further relief to consumers fol-
lowing a cut in excise duty by the Centre,
though some other States appear reluctant
citing their inability to take more strain on
revenue. It is debatable whether States can
afford to give up revenue from the Value
Added Tax (VAT) on petrol and diesel
unless the Centre devolves more funds or
gives them more grants. The Shiv Sena-
led Maharashtra Government slashed
the VAT on petrol by �2.08 per litre and
diesel by �1.44 per litre.

A statement by the Government said

the State exchequer will have to bear an
annual loss of �2,500 crore as a result of
this decision. Despite the tax reduction
announced by the Centre, the rates are still
high compared to 2013 when the Congress
(UPA) ruled the country. The Union
Government’s levies on petrol have gone
up substantially in the last seven years.
Though the revenue to the Union
Government has increased manifold,
there has not been a matching increase in
the revenues to States. It means that the
Centre’s excise duty cut on petrol and
diesel is eyewash.

Bhagwan Thadani | Mumbai
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Sir — As per the World Food Programme,
the world’s largest humanitarian organi-
sation focusing on food security and
hunger, a crisis is looming. WFP has
recently made a painful revelation that
worldwide, up to 811 million people go to
bed hungry every night, and the number
of those facing acute food insecurity has

more than doubled — from 135 million
to 276 million in the last three years. The
hunger crisis has been caused by various
factors like conflicts, climate shocks and
the economic consequences in the after-
math of the COVID-19 pandemic.

WFP says that ‘conflict’ is the biggest
driver of hunger, with 60 per cent of the
world’s hungry living in areas affected by
war and violence. Also, the events unfold-
ing in Ukraine are proof of how conflicts
feed hunger. The pandemic has only exac-
erbated the problem, driving hunger to
unprecedented levels. Putting an end to
hunger and malnutrition is a moral oblig-
ation of humankind, and it is not just the
duty of the Governments. Ordinary citi-
zens, high net-worth individuals, youth
influencers and celebrities can all play their
part and raise their voice against the injus-
tice of global hunger.

Ranganathan Sivakumar | Chennai
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Australia has voted for
change and elected a
new Prime Minister,
Anthony Albanese,

Member for Grayndler in New
South Wales since 1996.
Nicknamed “Albo”, his substantial
rise in the party eventuated under
Kevin Rudd’s Kevin07 dispensa-
tion in which he was given a min-
isterial position. In the 2010
hung Parliament, Albanese was
also instrumental in securing
the support of independent mem-
bers when the Government was
shy of the majority mark. After
the drubbing in the 2013 elec-
tions, when the Australia Labour
Party chose Bill Shorten over him
as the leader, he secured the
Deputy Prime Minister’s position.

Subsequently, following the
shock defeat of the ALP in 2019
when Shorten resigned from
leadership, Albanese became the
party leader. There is no denying
that Albanese took charge of the
party in very challenging times
and needed to unite its factions,
restore public and business con-
fidence in Labour’s policies and
values and, most of all, consoli-
date his own authority as a leader
— and he has done fairly well on
all counts. The jury may differ
over his leadership style, articu-
lation and capabilities, but his
political resume certainly testifies
his credentials as a peace/deal-
maker within the Labor caucus
and in Parliament. Above all, he
possesses a key virtue to be a suc-
cessful political leader — patience.

Come 2022, biding his time,
he backed his political convictions
and after the initial gaffes in the
media, brick-by-brick built his
prime ministerial image in the
public. He championed change in
the way politics was conducted,
inclusiveness in decision-making,
compassion for the indigenous
Australians and hope for the
jobless. His promise to create a
national anti-corruption com-
mission is a big tick with the teals
and also the Australian public.

His win was also aided by a
strong anti-incumbency over
rape and sexual misconduct;
rising cost of living, fuel, electric-
ity and essential commodities;
stagnating wages, waning climate
commitments and Scott
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the Universe, the Divine Grace, also
known as Pushtimarg. Jagad Guru
Vallabhacaryaji had two Divine
Sons - Shri Gopinathji& Shri
Viththalnathji-Gosainji. Shri
Viththalnathji-Gosainji had seven
sons. His sixth son was Shri
Yadunathji. Shashtha pithadhishwar
Param Puja Goswami 108 Shree
DwarkeshlaljiMaharajshri is the
14th Generation of Shri Yadunathji.
For the past 13 generations based on
the traditions of Shashtha pithad-
hishwar, he resides on every Gaadi-
Pati (Throne) as Raj-Tilak. He is
presently residing in Vadodara as
Raj-Tilak in Seva of Mohini Swarup
Shri Kalyanrayji. This is the same
Swarup that Beloved
Vallabhacharya ji served (Sevya).

Pujyapad Goswami 108 Shree
DwarkeshlaljiMaharajshri is
presently the Raj-Tilak Gaadi-Pati
of Vadodara, Ahmedabad-Naroda
(Shri Mahaprabhaji’sBethakji),
Gondal, Baria, (Gujarat), Gokul
(Uttar Pradesh), Dhanpur, Shergad
(Rajasthan), Vidisha (Madhya
Pradesh), Sikandarabad
(Telangana). Likewise, in Atlanta-
Gokuldham, Ocala-Pushtidham,
Connecticut-Vallabhdham (All-
USA) &Leceister-Shreeji Dham
(UK). Moreover, he is serving var-

ious other religious establishments
around the world as an advisory.
From a very young age, Puja
Maharajshree has been an inspira-
tional religious, social and cultural
leader as well as a guiding force for
the young and old alike and strong
support for the disadvantaged mem-
bers of society. He has motivated
thousands of youngsters to embrace
Pushtimarg through various reli-
gious, cultural, educational, and
charitable institutions throughout
India and the world. Over the
years, HDH has been honored for
His profound philosophical and
poetic writings as well as for His reli-
gious, social, and humanitarian
work. He is a renowned Pushti
Margiya Propagator, Philosopher
and Teacher. He appreciates antique
collections and art &artistry. He is
very proficient in playing Mrudang
(Pakhawaj) in Music Area. He is
articulate in preparing and adorn-
ing jewelry for Shree Thakorjee. He
has written several ongoing poetries
in Gujarati, Hindi & Vraj Bhasha.
He is the author of various religious
and philosophical articles and texts.
He has an interest in ancient &
modern, known-unknown Gazals’
collections. He displays a keen
interest in national geographic and

current affairs of past and present
times...

He has received several acco-
lades and awards including the
prestigious “Glory of Gujarat” award
in 2015 for promoting social well-
being, Indian culture, and religion
as well as for His valuable contribu-
tions to economics and religious
research. Most recently in August
2021, His Divine Holiness was
awarded an honorary doctorate by
North American University, USA.

Puja Maharajshree continues to
travel tirelessly throughout the
world. HDH Dwarkeshlalji
Maharajshree enlightens the world
on the specifics of terminology
commonly used by 
followers of the Vaishnav cult.  

Who is a Vaishnav? Anyone
offering divine loving services to
Lord Shree Krishna by dedicating
and finding refuge in Him is called
a Vaishnav. A Vaishnav does not
harbor negative feelings of hatred,
jealousy, envy, etc., and treats every-
one with respect, equanimity, and
equality.

What is Inner Faith?Inner faith
is the divine love one experiences
after realising Shri Krishna’s true
nature. It is the recognition of the
all-pervading nature or Brahmavad
essence of God within ourselves and
in the world that gives a positive out-
look and attitude towards life and
creates respect, understanding, and
awareness of oneself as well as oth-
ers. Unyielding faith originating
from one’s experiences of God’s
omnipotent presence can lead to
extraordinary experiences which are
practical and liberating. In this
state of liberation, one merges into
Shri Krishna’s blissful form and no
caste, creed, color, sex, or age pre-
vents one from attaining Shri
Krishna’s grace. It transcends all
boundaries of identity, time, space,
and place.

What does Pushtimargiya
mean?Pushtimarg also known as
“The Path of Grace” is a Vaishnav
sect of Hinduism established by
Jagadguru Shrimad Vallabacharya
Mahaprabhuji, one of the great
Acharyas of Hinduism.
“Pushtimargiya” is spontaneous,
selfless, motiveless love for
LordVaishnavism theology, descend
to empower the good and fight evil,
thereby restoring Dharma. This is
reflected in the passages of the
ancient Bhagavad Gita as:
Whenever righteousness wanes and
unrighteousness increases, I send
myself forth.

For the protection of the good
and for the destruction of evil,and
for the establishment of righteous-
ness, I come into being age after age.
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(The writer is 
Editor-in-Chief of
Opinion Express. 

The views expressed 
are personal.) 

The composition of Rajya
Sabha will soon mirror
Lok Sabha giving an

advantage to the ruling BJP. But
it will not gain the majority yet.
Stakes are high for the BJP and
the opposition parties because
of the upcoming Presidential
and vice-presidential polls in
June-July. Any changes in the
composition of state assem-
blies will impact the Rajya
Sabha, the House of Elders.

The House will witness sev-
eral changes after the upcoming
biennial elections for 57 Rajya
Sabha seats and two bye-elec-
tions on June 10. Some retiring
members might come back,
and others may not. The region-
al parties may gain more than
the two national parties - the
ruling BJP and the Congress —
after the biennial polls.

The regional satraps rule

several states like West Bengal,
Telangana, Andhra Pradesh,
Odisha, Delhi, Punjab, and
Tamil Nadu. The last three
states are coalition govern-
ments. The young Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) ruling Delhi and
Punjab has been the biggest
gainer in the Rajya Sabha bien-
nial elections. It won five seats,
with which its strength in the
House has gone up to eight. The
regional parties might increase
their tally to 27 from 25 seats out
of the 57. 

Secondly, during Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s first
term (2014-2019), the
Congress-led opposition was
strong and created hurdles for
most bills. The BJP, which had
just 47 members in 2012, has
touched three digits. The num-
bers changed in Modi- 2-0,
enabling the Government to

push through many contentious
bills, including the abrogation of
Article 370 and the trifurcation
of Jammu and Kashmir. 

Of the 59 members retiring,
25 belong to the BJP, while its
allies, the Janata Dal (United)
two and AIADMK, three. The
shrinking National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) has 31 seats out
of the 59. It will be challenging
for the NDA as it will likely lose
7 to 9. As far as other parties are

concerned, the Samajwadi Party
has three, the Biju Janata Dal
four, the Bahujan Samaj Party
two, and the Telangana Rashtra
Samiti three. In contrast, the
YSR Congress, the Akali Dal,
and the Rashtriya Janata Dal
have one each.

In Andhra Pradesh, the
BJP will lose the three it current-
ly holds out of the four seats
going to the polls. The YSRCP’s
sweeping victory in 2019 means

it will gain all four seats.
Similarly, the Telangana Rashtra
Samiti (TRS) will gain both seats
going to the polls. Biju Janata
Dal (BJD) will continue to hold
all three seats. In Bihar, the
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) will
improve its tally from one seat
to two, and AAP will win both
the seats in Punjab that
Congress and Akali Dal previ-
ously held. The Jharkhand
Mukti Morcha (JMM) has
offered one seat to Congress,
held by the BJP.

Thirdly, the Congress Party,
the main opposition since 2014,
could shrink further. Electorally,
the Congress Party has not
recovered from the jolt it
received in 2014 and 2019 and
has lost one state after the other
since then. Its tally in Rajya
Sabha will dip further after the
forthcoming biennial elections

to the Upper House. The party
will get zero seats in Andhra
Pradesh, come down in
Rajasthan from 4 to 2, and lose
one seat each from Jharkhand
and Chattisgarh. Moreover,
between now and 2024, there
will be elections for 65 seats, but
Congress’s chances are bleak
and its strength will decrease
further.

Fourthly, some senior
Congress leaders might not get
a Rajya Sabha berth due to the
recent Udaipur resolution giv-
ing a 50 percent share to the
youth in all positions. The
tenure of senior Congress lead-
ers, like P Chidambaram, Kapil
Sibal, Jairam Ramesh and
Ambika Soni, are set to end.
Some Union ministers includ-
ing Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, Commerce
Minister Piyush Goyal, and

Minority Affairs Minister
Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi will also
retire. However, they are all like-
ly to come back. The party will
be able to accommodate almost
all of them after its recent mas-
sive win in four of the five state
Assembly elections. 

On the contrary, Congress’s
footprint has shrunk geograph-
ically. The party is ruling in only
four states-in Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh on its own and in
Maharashtra and Jharkhand as
a junior partner in the ruling
alliance. The party will have zero
representation in the Rajya
Sabha from 17 states and Union
Territories.

Above all, the Rajya Sabha
is likely to have a new Chairman
if the incumbent, M. Venkaiah
Naidu, is either elevated as
President or does not get a 
second term.
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���-��$� Vaishnavism is one of the major
forms of modern Hinduism, char-
acterised by devotion to Vishnu
and his incarnations. A devotee of

Vishnu is called a Vaishnava. The
Vaishnavite tradition is known for the lov-
ing devotion to an avatar of Vishnu, and as
such was key to the spread of the Bhakti
movement in South Asia in the 2nd mil-
lennium CE. For Vaishnavas, absolute
reality is manifested in Vishnu, who in turn
is incarnated in Rama, Krishna, and other
avatars. Through his avatars, Vishnu
defends traditional righteousness in keep-
ing with the moral law.

Vaishnavism is the worship and accep-
tance of Vishnu. The various sects of wor-
shippers of Vishnu pray to him in differ-
ent ways. For some, the goal of religious
devotion to Vishnu is liberation from the
cycle of birth and death. For others, it is
health and prosperity in this life, good crops,
success in business, or thriving children.
Vaishnavism comprises many sects and
groups that differ in their interpretation of
the relationship between the individual and
God. It has four main categories of sub-
schools: the medieval-era Vishishtadvaita
school of Ramanuja, the Dvaita school of
Madhvacharya, the Dvaitadvaita school of
Nimbarkacharya, and the Pushtimarg of
Vallabhacharya. The Srivaishnava sect, for
example, emphasises the doctrine of qual-
ified non-dualism of Ramanuja, according
to which, although the differentiated phe-
nomenal world is illusory, it is nevertheless
the medium through which devotees may
gain access to God. Another group profess-
es the dualism of the philosopher Madhva,
the belief that God and the soul are sepa-
rate entities and that the soul’s existence is
dependent on God. The Pushtimarg sect
maintains the pure non-dualism doctrine
of the theologian Vallabhacharya, which
does not declare the phenomenal world to
be an illusion. The Gaudiya sect, founded
by Chaitanya, teaches inconceivable dual-
ity and non-duality, the belief that the rela-
tion between God and the world is beyond
the scope of human comprehension. 

HDH Shashth Pithadishwar Puja Pad
Goswami 108 Shree Dwarkeshlalji
Maharajshree is the chief patron - manag-
ing trustee of Vaishnav Innerfaith
Pushtimargiya Organisation (VIVO-
Global). His Divine Holiness hails from the
Pushtimarg tradition of Vaishnavism as the
direct descendant of Jagadguru Shrimad
Vallabhacharya Mahaprabhuji, the founder
of Pushti Bhakti Marg and one of the five
great Acharyas in Hinduism. His Divine
Holiness is enthroned as the 14th Gadipathi
of Shashthpeeth at Vadodara, one of the
seven thrones of Shri VitthalnathjiGusainji,
the son of Shri Vallabhacharya
Mahaprabhuji. He is not only the head at
Kalyanraiji Mandir, Vadodara but also at
several temples/Havelis in India, the UK,
the USA, and Canada. The first supreme
omnipresent Jagad Guru Shrimad
Vallabhacharya Mahaprabhuji established
the Vaishnav religious system to grace upon
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The leaders of India,
Australia, Japan and the

United States on Tuesday
unequivocally condemned ter-
rorism and violent extremism
in all its forms and manifesta-
tions, and reiterated their con-
demnation of terrorist attacks,
including 26/11 Mumbai and
Pathankot attacks perpetrated
by Pakistan-based terror
groups. In a Quad Joint
Leaders' Statement issued after
the second in-person meeting
of Quad leaders here, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, US
President Joe Biden, Japanese
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida
and Australia's newly-elected
Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese reiterated that there

can be no justification for acts
of terror on any grounds what-
soever. "We condemn unequiv-
ocally terrorism and violent
extremism in all its forms and
manifestations," the statement
said.

The four leaders
denounced use of terrorist
proxies and emphasised
importance of denying any
logistical, financial or military
support to terrorist groups
which could be used to launch
or plan terror attacks, includ-
ing cross-border attacks, it
said, without naming any coun-
try."We reiterate our condem-
nation of terrorist attacks,
including 26/11 Mumbai and
Pathankot attacks," the leaders
said in the joint statement.
Terrorists of Pakistan-based

outfits Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT)
and Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM)
had carried out the 26/11
Mumbai terror attack and the
January 2016 Pathankot airbase
attack.

JuD, led by Hafiz Saeed, is
the front organisation for LeT
which is responsible for carry-
ing out 2008 Mumbai attack
that killed 166 people, includ-
ing six Americans. Saeed, a
Pakistani national, is a UN-des-
ignated terrorist on whom US
has placed a USD 10 million
bounty. Last month, the Indian
government designated as a
terrorist Ali Kashif Jan, the
Pakistani handler of the 2016
terror attack on Pathankot air
base in which six terrorists and
seven Indian soldiers were
killed.

India has been asking
Pakistan to take credible, ver-
ifiable and irreversible actions
against terrorist networks and
proxies operating from its soil
and bring the perpetrators of
26/11 Mumbai and Pathankot
attack to justice.

In their joint statement, the
Quad leaders also reaffirmed
the UNSC Resolution 2593
(2021), which demands that the
Afghan territory must never
again be used to threaten or
attack any country or to shel-
ter or train terrorists, or to plan
or finance terrorist attacks."We
emphasise importance of
upholding international stan-
dards on anti-money launder-
ing and combating financing of
terrorism by all countries, con-
sistent with FATF recommen-

dations.
"We reaffirm that in our

fight against terrorism, we will
take concerted action against
all terrorist groups, including
those individuals and entities
designated pursuant to UNSC
Resolution 1267(1999)," it said.

The Financial Action Task
Force (FATF) is an inter-gov-
ernmental body established in
1989 to combat money laun-
dering, terrorist financing and
other related threats to integri-
ty of international financial
system.

The Paris-based FATF has
placed Pakistan on its grey list
since June 2018 for failing to
check money laundering, lead-
ing to terror financing, and was
given a plan of action to com-
plete it by October 2019.
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President Joe Biden on
Tuesday said his country's

policy towards Taiwan
remained unchanged, a day
after his  comments raised
questions about whether
Washington was shifting from
its long-standing policy of
maintaining an ambiguous
stance on self-ruled island
claimed by China as a renegade
province.

When asked at sidelines of
QUAD summit hosted by
Japan as to whether policy of
strategic ambiguity towards
Taiwan was changed, Biden
replied: "No."

"The policy has not
changed at all. I stated that
when I made my statement yes-
terday," Japan's Kyodo news
agency quoted Biden as saying
in a response to another ques-
tion about whether or not US
troops would be sent to Taiwan
if China invaded island.  Biden
on Monday said United States

was committed to defending
Taiwan if China attempted to
seize self-ruled island by force.
Asked if US is willing to get
involved militarily in a Taiwan
contingency, Biden told media
after a meeting with Japanese
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida
here: "Yes. That's commitment
we made."

Biden also said burden to
protect Taiwan was "even
stronger" after Russia's invasion
of Ukraine. The White House
insists that Biden's unusually
forceful comments about
Taiwan did not amount to a
shift in US policy towards self-
ruled island that China claims
as its own.
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As US President Joe Biden
launched a new trade deal

with 12 Indo-Pacific nations,
including India, to enhance
trade, economic and invest-
ment opportunities, China,
which sees the pact as a threat
to its dominance in the region,
went on the offensive against it,
promising more opening up,
while the official media here
termed it as "economic NATO".

On the eve of the Quad
summit in Tokyo, Biden on
Monday launched the ambi-
tious Indo-Pacific Economic
Framework for Prosperity
(IPEF), which is an initiative
aimed at deeper cooperation
among like-minded countries
in areas such as clean energy,
supply-chain resilience and
digital trade.

The IPEF is expected to
send across a signal that the US
is focused on pushing forward

a strong economic policy for
the region to counter China's
aggressive strategy on trade in
region. 

The countries joining at
launch of US-led initiative are
Australia, Brunei Darussalam,
India, Indonesia, Japan,
Republic of Korea, Malaysia,
New Zealand, the Philippines,
Singapore, Thailand, and
Vietnam.

The US-led trade deal has
already caused consternation in
Beijing as its Foreign Minister
Wang Yi on same day offered
more higher cooperation to the
Indo-Pacific region with better
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)
projects and investments.

Addressing the Economic
and Social Commission for
Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP)
through a video link around
same time IPEF was launched
on Monday, Wang said "the
Asia-Pacific region is where
China lives and thrives".

�� � .���,'�

Sri Lanka's navy said Tuesday that it has arrest-
ed 67 people who it believes were trying to

travel by sea to Australia illegally. The navy said
in a statement that 12 men were arrested first
near port town of Trincomalee, 260 kilometers
(160 miles) northeast of capital Colombo on
Monday and, upon questioning them, inter-
cepted 55 more people travelling in a fishing ves-
sel. 

It said persons were aged between 3 and 53,
and that five of them are suspected be part of
a human smuggling ring. Navy spokesperson
Indika de Silva said while their destination is still
not clear it is suspected that they were headed
to Australia. Police were still determining the
motivation for illegal voyage, de Silva said, but
Sri Lankans over years have travelled to
Australia and other developed nations illegal-
ly for economic and political reasons.

Australian media reported Tuesday that offi-
cials sent 15 people back to Sri Lanka on
Saturday after they were found travelling in a
boat near Christmas Island. Sri Lanka is facing
its worst economic crisis in recent memory fac-
ing heavy shortages of essentials from food,
cooking gas, medicine and fuel to toilet paper
and matchsticks. 
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Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi
will visit Solomon Islands this

week in what the South Pacific nation's
leader said was a "milestone" in his
country's relationship with China,
amid concerns that their new security
pact could allow Chinese military per-
sonnel on the islands.

But Prime Minister Manasseh
Sogavare insisted in a statement post-
ed on his government's website Tuesday
that the partnership with Beijing does
not come at the expense of ties with
Australia, the United States and others.

The visit of Wang at the head of a
20-person delegation on Thursday and
Friday comes amid growing concerns
about China's influence in the strate-
gically important Solomon Islands. 

Wang will be the highest-ranking
Chinese representative to visit the
country since the two nations for-
malised diplomatic relations 32 months
ago, the Solomon Islands Foreign
Affairs Ministry said, after Sogavare
switched recognition from Taiwan to
Beijing. The Chinese Foreign Ministry
said later that Wang would also visit
Kiribati, Samoa, Fiji, Tonga, Vanuatu,
Papua New Guinea and East Timor in

a 10-day trip. While in Fiji he will host
a meeting with the foreign ministers of
Pacific Island nations, it said.

"It is believed that the meeting will
play an important role in promoting
solidarity and cooperation between
China and the Pacific island countries
and in advancing the development of
our relations," Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Wang Wenbin said in
Beijing.

The security agreement, signed in
April, would allow Beijing to send
police and military personnel to
Solomon Islands "to assist in main-
taining social order" and let Chinese
warships make port calls for "logistical
replenishment." That has raised fears of
a possible Chinese naval base on
doorstep of Australia and New Zealand. 

Tehran: Rescuers dug through debris
on Tuesday of a building collapse in
southwestern Iran that killed at least 11
people, fearful that many more could
still be trapped beneath the rubble as
authorities arrested the city's mayor in
a widening probe of the disaster.

The collapse on Monday of an
under-construction 10-story tower at
the Metropol Building exposed its
cement blocks and steel beams while
also underscoring an ongoing crisis in

Iranian construction projects that has
seen other disasters in this earthquake-
prone nation. Video from the initial col-
lapse showed thick dust rise over
Abadan, a crucial oil-producing city in
Khuzestan province, near Iran's border
with Iraq.

The Metropol Building included
two towers, one already built and the
other under construction, though its
bottom commercial floors had finished
and already had tenants. AP
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Workers digging through
rubble found 200 bodies

in Mariupol, Ukrainian author-
ities said Tuesday, another grim
discovery in the ruined port
city that has seen some of the
worst suffering of the 3-month-
old war.

The bodies found in the
basement of a collapsed apart-
ment building were in a state of
decomposition and a stench
permeated the neighbourhood,
said Petro Andryushchenko, an
adviser to the city's mayor.

Mariupol, which the
Russians recently claimed full
control over, has endured some
of the worst suffering of the war
and became a worldwide sym-
bol of defiance for the diehard
defense put up for months by
fighters at a steelworks.

The announcement of the
discovery of the bodies came
shortly after Ukrainian

President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy accused Russia of
waging "total war," seeking to
inflict as much death and
destruction as possible on his
country.

"Indeed, there has not been
such a war on the European
continent for 77 years,"
Zelensky told Ukrainians
Monday night, on the eve of the
three-month anniversary of
the start of the war.

He pointed to a missile
attack that killed 87 people last
week in the town of Desna, 55
kilometers north of Kyiv, one of
the deadliest single strikes in
the war.

"And it was only four mis-
siles," he said, noting the many
hundreds of such strikes since
the beginning of the war on
Feb. 24.

The conflict began with
expectations that Russia might
overtake the country in a blitz
lasting only days or a few

weeks. But stiff Ukrainian resis-
tance, bolstered by Western

weapons, has bogged down
Moscow's troops, forcing them

to pursue more a limited objec-
tive.

The Kremlin is now
focused on the eastern indus-
trial heartland of the Donbas,
where Russian forces have
intensified efforts to encircle
and capture Sievierodonetsk
and neighboring cities, British
military authorities said
Tuesday. That's the only part of
the Donbas' Luhansk region
that remains under Ukrainian
government control.

Russian forces have
achieved "some localized suc-
cesses" despite strong
Ukrainian resistance along
dug-in positions, the U.K.
Defense Ministry said, but the
fall of Sievierodonetsk and the
area around it may cause logis-
tical problems for the Russians.

"If the Donbas front line
moves further west, this will
extend Russian lines of com-
munication and likely see its
forces face further logistic
resupply difficulties," the min-
istry said.

In its effort to secure a vic-
tory in the Donbas, Moscow
has withdrawn some forces
from around Ukraine's second-
largest city of Kharkiv.

There, residents lined up
for rations of tea, sugar, pasta
and cereal, holding out plastic
bags to receive cups of flour
and other supplies.

Meanwhile, a Russian-
installed official in Ukraine's
Kherson region said the pro-
Kremlin administration will
ask Moscow to set up a military
base there.

"It is vitally important and
will become a security guar-
antee for the region and its res-
idents," said Kirill Stremousov,
deputy head of the adminis-
tration. Ukrainian officials have
speculated Russia plans to stage
a referendum in the region to
declare its independence, sim-
ilar to ones held years ago in
the Donetsk and Luhansk
regions of the Donbas. 

Moscow recognised the
self-proclaimed Donetsk and
Luhansk republics two days
before invading Ukraine, using
that as a pretext to send troops
to its ex-Soviet neighbor.

Instead, Stremousov said
the region would ask the
Kremlin to make it part of
Russia. Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov has said it is up
to the people of Kherson to
decide how and where they
want to live.

Meeting in Tokyo with fel-
low leaders in the Indo-Pacific
security coalition known as the
Quad, President Joe Biden said
Tuesday that Russia's war in
Ukraine had brought a "dark
hour in our shared history."

Global defense leaders on
Monday agreed to send more
advanced weapons to Ukraine,
including a Harpoon launcher
and missiles to protect its coast,
Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin
told reporters.
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Spain's Prime Minister Pedro
Sanchez on Tuesday said

Russia's invasion of Ukraine is
also a direct attack on the
European Union (EU) and
Europe must walk together
going ahead.

He also said that Spain is

now hosting more than 100,000
Ukrainian refugees.

In a special address at the
World Economic Forum
Annual Meeting 2022, the
Spanish leader said he was
still a teenager when the Berlin
wall fell and the Soviet Union
collapsed.

"The decade that followed
was defined by Francis
Fukuyama's thesis on the end
of history: liberal democracy
and the market economy had
prevailed, and there was no way
back. 

That's how my generation
grew up: thinking that eco-
nomic growth, interconnect-
edness, freedom of thought
and speech and human
progress were just as pre-
dictable as they were
inevitable," he said.

Now, in 2022, we know
well that liberal democracy
does not come naturally and it

requires considerable effort
and nurturing, he noted.

"As I speak here to you
today, Ukrainians are fighting
for freedom and democracy -
- not just theirs, but also ours.
We never thought that we
would see again such horrify-
ing images of bombings and

massacres on European soil.
Names like Bucha or Mariupol
have become synonyms of bar-
barity and war crimes that
cannot go unpunished,"
Sanchez said.

He said "this illegal, irra-
tional and unjust war" is caus-
ing suffering and despair in
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When Vladimir Putin
announced the invasion

of Ukraine, war seemed far
away from Russian territory.
Yet within days the conflict
came home - not with cruise
missiles and mortars but in the
form of unprecedented and
unexpectedly extensive volleys
of sanctions by Western gov-
ernments and economic pun-
ishment by corporations.

Three months after the
Feb. 24 invasion, many ordi-
nary Russians are reeling from
those blows to their liveli-
hoods and emotions. Moscow's
vast shopping malls have
turned into eerie expanses of
shuttered storefronts once
occupied by Western retailers.

McDonald's - whose open-
ing in Russia in 1990 was a cul-
tural phenomenon, a shiny
modern convenience coming
to a dreary country ground
down by limited choices -

pulled out of Russia entirely in
response to its invasion of
Ukraine. IKEA, the epitome of
affordable modern comforts,
suspended operations. Tens of
thousands of once-secure jobs
are now suddenly in question
in a very short time.

Major industrial players
including oil giants BP and
Shell and automaker Renault
walked away, despite their huge
investments in Russia. Shell has
estimated it will lose about $5
billion by trying to unload its
Russian assets.

While the multinationals
were leaving, thousands of
Russians who had the eco-
nomic means to do so were also
fleeing, frightened by harsh
new government moves con-
nected to the war that they saw
as a plunge into full totalitari-
anism. Some young men may
have also fled in fear that the
Kremlin would impose a
mandatory draft to feed its war
machine.

But fleeing had become
much harder than it once was
- the European Union's 27
nations, along with the United
States and Canada had banned
flights to and from Russia.
The Estonian capital of Tallinn,
once an easy long-weekend
destination 90 minutes by air
from Moscow, suddenly took at
least 12 hours to reach on a
route through Istanbul.

Even vicarious travel via

the Internet and social media
has narrowed for Russians.
Russia in March banned
Facebook and Instagram -
although that can be circum-
vented by using VPNs - and
shut access to foreign media
websites, including the BBC,
the U.S. Government-funded
Voice of America and Radio
Free Europe/Radio Liberty and
the German broadcaster
Deutsche Welle.
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New Delhi: Skills and talent
development company NIIT on
Tuesday reported a 45 per cent
jump in its consolidated prof-
it after tax to �67.4 crore for the
quarter ended in March 2022.

The company had posted
a profit after tax of � 46.5 crore
in the same period a year ago.

The consolidated net rev-
enue of NIIT increased by 35
per cent to �375 crore during
the reported quarter from
�278.8 crore in the corre-
sponding quarter of 2020-21.

For the year ended in
March 2022, NIIT posted a 58

per cent rise in its consolidat-
ed PAT to �226.2 crore from
�143 crore in 2020-21.

The annual net revenue of
the company increased by 44
per cent to �1,377.5 crore in
2021-22 from �959.7 crore a
year ago. PTI
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New Delhi: The tender process for the con-
struction of Haryana Orbital Rail Corridor
Tunnel (HORC Tunnel) will be completed by the
month of December during the current finan-
cial year.  Tenders will be invited during the
month of July.

Haryana Rail Infrastructure Development
Corporation Limited has discussed  in depth
with Companies from Tunnel Construction sec-
tor regarding HORC Tunnel of length 4.69 kms,
a major part of Haryana Orbital Rail Corridor
of length  121.742 km to be constructed paral-
lel to Kundli Manesar Palwal Expressway
(Western Peripheral Expressway). The repre-
sentatives of 20 Companies from Tunnel
Construction were present in the meeting held

at Haryana Bhawan, New Delhi on Tuesday. 
PNS

New Delhi: Gold
in the national
Capital on
Tuesday gained
marginally by �25
to �51,027 per 10
grams in line with
firm trend in
international pre-
cious metal prices
along with rupee
d e p r e c i a t i o n ,
according to HDFC Securities.

In the previous trade, the precious metal set-
tled at �51,002 per 10 grams.

Silver, however, tumbled �428 to �61,557 per
kg from �61,985 per kg in the previous trade.

Meanwhile, the rupee slipped by 4 paise to
close at 77.59 (provisional) against the US dollar
on Tuesday, weighed down by a negative trend
in domestic equities and unabated foreign fund
outflows. In the international market, gold was
trading higher at USD 1,859 per ounce and sil-
ver was flat at USD 21.89 per ounce.

“Gold prices traded firm with spot gold prices
at COMEX trading 0.38 per cent up at USD 1,859
per ounce on Tuesday,” said Tapan Patel, Senior
Analyst (Commodities) at HDFC 
Securities. PTI
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move to allow mutual funds to launch passively
managed Equity-Linked Savings Schemes
(ELSS) will provide a cost-effective and tax-
saving alternative to individual investors,
experts said on Tuesday.

Apart from these, Sebi has put in place a
framework for managing passive funds --
Exchange Traded Funds (ETFs) and Index
Funds -- amid growing popularity of such
funds as an investment product for retail
investors.

Sebi, in its circular, on Monday said mutu-
al funds can either launch an actively-managed
ELSS scheme or a passively-managed one but
not in both categories. 

The passive ELSS scheme should be
based on one of the indices comprising equi-
ty shares from top 250 companies in terms of
market capitalisation.

Piyush Gupta, Director - Funds Research,
Crisil Ltd, said that Sebi’s move to push pas-
sive debt funds is doubly beneficial.

One, it will offer a low-cost option to those
seeking to invest in actively managed fixed-
income-oriented funds. 

Two, it will engender liquidity for such
products that, in turn, would deepen India’s
corporate bond market, he added. “The
advent of passively managed ELSS provides a
cost and tax-saving alternative to individual
investors,” he said. PTI
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Chennai: Redington India Ltd has reported standalone profit
for the quarter ending March 31, 2022 at Rs 123.46 crore, the
company said on Tuesday.

The city headquartered supply chain solutions provider had
clocked standalone net profits at Rs 115.47 crore in corresponding
quarter previous year. For the year ending March 31, 2022 stand-
alone profit grew to  Rs 935.07 crore, from Rs 263.33 crore reg-
istered year ago. The standalone total income during the quar-
ter under review stood at Rs 7,790.74 crore as against Rs 6,367.29
crore registered year ago. For the year ending March 31, 2022
standalone total income rose to Rs 27,506.47 crore, from Rs
22,791.74 crore registered year ago.

In a statement, the company said it reported strong perfor-
mance across all business segments with overall revenue growth
of 12 per cent year-on-year for the period ending March 31, 2022. 

The company said it surpassed a milestone of Rs 62,000 crore
in revenues for the full year ending March 31, 2022. 

The growth in Profit After Tax has been strong at 69 per cent
for the year with the business generating cash flow from oper-
ations of Rs 989 crore.

“The growth has been driven by continued demand for tech-
nology products, solutions and services that can enable digital
transformation, hybrid work, modernisation of information tech-
nology, data centre and applications..”, it said.

“FY22 has been an immensely satisfying year for us in terms
of broad-based business growth. 

As the journey towards digitalisation accelerates, we have been
focused on bringing innovations faster to market...”, company
managing director Rajiv Srivastava said. “Our trust-based rela-
tionships with vendors and partners are a key enabler in our
growth fuelled by new age technologies and  cloud based adop-
tions”, he said. PTI 
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New Delhi: The Commerce
Ministry has imposed a new
condition for the grant of reg-
istration certificates for wheat
exports as it looks to curb
shipments by unscrupulous
traders. 

The government is allow-
ing wheat shipments for which
irrevocable letters of credit
(LoC) were issued on or before
May 13, when the ban of the
export of the foodgrain was
imposed.

According to the new con-
dition notified by the DGFT,
the message exchange date
between the Indian and foreign
bank/swift date for the issue of
an LoC should be on or prior
to May 13, 2022.

Exporters will have to
submit the message exchange
date with foreign banks along
with a valid LoC, issued on or
before May 13, to obtain reg-
istration of contracts (RC) to
ship their consignments,
according to a notice by the
Directorate General of Foreign
Trade (DGFT).

The DGFT issued the
notice to prevent unscrupulous

traders from exporting wheat
on the basis of fraudulent back-
dated letter of credits (L/C).

The notice stated that
exporters having valid L/Cs
would have to register with the
regional authorities (RAs) of
the DGFT to obtain registra-
tion of contracts (RC) to ship
their consignments.

“Information has been
received from sources that
fraudulent back dated L/C
showing date of issuance as on
or prior to May 13, 2022, are
being submitted by some

unscrupulous exporters for
issue of RCs, but as per the L/C,
message exchange date
between foreign and the Indian
bank/swift message is after
May 13, 2022,” the DGFT 
said.

The matter, it said “has
been considered and it is clar-
ified that for registration of L/C
with the RAs of DGFT, apart
from the L/C  date, the message
exchange date between the
Indian and foreign bank/swift
date should be on or prior to
May 13, 2022”.

(�����)����	�
����������	
�	���
���
)��)%�-�����8��������)������������


New Delhi: The government is
likely to restrict sugar exports
to 10 million tonnes for the first
time in six years in order to
maintain enough domestic
supply and prevent rise in
prices, according to official
sources.

Mills have contracted for
export of 9 million tonnes of
sugar so far in the 2021-22
marketing year (October-
September). Out of which, 7.5
million tonnes of the sweeten-
er has been exported, the
sources added.

India is the world’s second
largest producer and exporter
after Brazil.

“A notification on sugar

export restrictions will be
issued in a day or two,” the
sources said.

A closing stock of 6 million
tonnes is required at the end of
September 2022, to meet the
domestic demand in the first
two months of the new 2022-
23 marketing year.

Also, the country’s priori-
ty is first to meet the domestic
requirement, keep prices under
check and allow export only if
there is surplus quantity, the
sources said.

Restrictions are likely to be
imposed months ahead of the
closing of the current market-
ing year, so that the contract-
ed quantity of sugar is shipped
smoothly, the sources added.

In 2020-21, the country
exported 7 million tonnes of
sugar.

The major importing
countries are Indonesia,
Afghanistan, Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh, UAE, Malaysia
and African countries. PTI

New Delhi: India’s crude oil
production fell 1 per cent in
April after lower output from
fields operated by the private
sector wiped away gains by
state-owned firms such as
ONGC, official data showed
Tuesday. India produced 2.47
million tonnes of crude oil in
April, down from 2.5 million
tonnes in the same month last
year, according to data released
by the Ministry of Petroleum
and Natural Gas.

Oil and Natural Gas
Corporation (ONGC) pro-
duced 1.65 million tonnes of
crude oil in April, which was
nearly 5 per cent more than the
target set for it and 0.86 per
cent high than the 1.63 million
tonnes produced last year.

Oil India Ltd (OIL) pro-
duced 3.6 per cent more crude
at 2,51,460 tonnes but fields
operated by the private sector
produced 7.5 per cent less
crude oil at 5,67,570 tonnes.

The government has been
focused on raising domestic
production of oil and gas to cut
reliance on imports. India
imports 85 per cent of its oil
needs and about half of its nat-
ural gas requirement.

Natural gas output rose
6.6 per cent to 2.82 billion cubic
meters on the back of higher
output from eastern offshore -
home to the KG-D6 block of
Reliance Industries Ltd and BP
plc. PTI
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Mumbai: The rupee slipped by
4 paise to close at 77.59 (pro-
visional) against the US dollar
on Tuesday, weighed down by
a negative trend in domestic
equities and unabated foreign
fund outflows.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the rupee
opened lower at 77.56 against
the greenback, and finally set-
tled at 77.59, down 4 paise over
its previous close.

During the trading ses-
sion, the rupee touched an
intra-day low of 77.67 and a
high of 77.51.

On Monday, the rupee
recovered from record lows and
settled 15 paise higher at 77.55
against the US currency.
The dollar index, which gauges
the greenback’s strength against
a basket of six currencies, was
trading 0.07 per cent lower at
102.

Global oil benchmark
Brent crude futures fell 0.37 per
cent to USD 113 per barrel.

“The Indian rupee drifted
lower after two days of con-
solidation on the back of the
risk-averse sentiment and for-
eign fund outflows. The rupee
has been underperforming
among Asian currencies amid
a weaker macro environment
and foreign fund outflows,”
said Dilip Parmar, Research
Analyst, HDFC Securities.

While the dollar index has

fallen further to the downside
and eying the psychological
level of 100, the local unit is
weakening along with other
emerging market currencies
on growth and inflation wor-
ries.

“So far this month, the
rupee has been the worst-per-
forming currency among Asian
currencies with a loss of 1.6 per
cent after the RBI joined the
global central banks in raising
interest rates to curb infla-
tion,” Parmar said.

In the current calendar
year, foreign institutional
investors sold equities worth
USD 21.25 billion and USD
1.82 billion of debt.

Near-term outlook for
USDINR remains bullish as
long as it trades above 76.70,
while on the higher side it faces
strong resistance in the area of
77.80 to 78, Parmar noted. PTI

New Delhi: State-owned Bharat Sanchar Nigam will migrate
30,000 of its wifi hotspots to the PM-WANI framework by June,
a senior telecom department official on Tuesday said, adding
Railways too has an ambitious blueprint for all its future hotspots
to be under the framework.

Speaking at Broadband India Forum (BIF) event, Vivek
Narayan, DDG (data services) in the Department of Telecom
(DoT) mentioned the potential and impact of the PM-WANI wifi
hotspots scheme across areas, such as tourism, smart cities and
last-mile connectivity in villages.

In a bid to fuel broadband internet proliferation across the
country, the government, in December 2020, approved the set-
ting up of public wifi networks and access points by local Kirana
and neighbourhood shops through public data offices that will
not involve any licence, fee or registration.

The public Wi-Fi Access Network Interface, known as PM-
WANI, hold the promise of unleashing a massive wifi revolu-
tion in the country. “BSNL (Bharat Sanchar Nigam Ltd) would
be migrating 30,000 of its hotspots into PM-WANI by June.
Railways has already covered around 100 railway stations on PM
WANI and is going to cover all its hotspots,” Narayan said. PTI
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Mumbai: Equity indices failed
to hold on to morning gains on
Tuesday, with the Sensex falling
236 points amid a sell-off in IT
stocks and weak trends from
global markets.

The 30-share BSE bench-
mark opened higher but could
not carry forward the momen-
tum and declined 236 points or
0.43 per cent to settle at
54,052.61. During the day, it hit
a low of 53,886.28 and a high
of 54,524.37.

The broader NSE Nifty
dropped 89.55 points or 0.55
per cent to end at 16,125.15.

In the Sensex pack, Tech
Mahindra, Hindustan Unilever,
HCL Technologies,  Asian
Paints, NTPC, Tata Steel,
Infosys, Axis Bank and Bajaj
Finserv were among the biggest

laggards.
In contrast, Dr Reddy’s,

HDFC, PowerGrid, Kotak
Mahindra Bank, HDFC Bank
and Nestle were among the
major gainers.

“Nifty faced selling pres-
sure in the post noon session
once again today. It opened flat
and rose in the morning. It later
came under selling pressure
and closed lower for the second
consecutive session,” said
Deepak Jasani, Head of Retail
Research, HDFC 
Securities.

Asian markets in Hong
Kong, Shanghai, Seoul and
Tokyo ended lower.Exchanges
in Europe were also trading
lower in the afternoon trade.
Stock markets in the US had
ended higher on Monday. PTI
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cent of Indian CEOs acknowl-
edge that Covid pandemic has
caused short-term disruption
to their industry, but Indian
companies have continued to
demonstrate resilience as econ-
omy rebounds, a survey said on
Tuesday.

The EY India CEO Survey
2022 has found that merger
and acquisitions (M&A) is a
key strategic lever for Indian
CEOs as they look to buy ver-
sus build to achieve their trans-
formation ambitions.

“Today, amidst challenges
of inflationary pressures, sup-
ply chain issues, and increasing
geopolitical conflicts, CEOs in
India are resetting their risk
radar and reframing their
investment strategy for
reshaped future, with transfor-
mation and sustainability
increasingly driving the M&A
agenda,” the survey 
said.

According to the EY 2022
CEO Outlook Survey, 50 per
cent of Indian CEOs acknowl-
edge the pandemic caused

short-term disruption to their
industry.

Geopolitical challenges
have further exacerbated a
tumultuous period and creat-
ed additional risks to business
operations.

“However, Indian compa-
nies have continued to demon-
strate resilience, on Indian eco-
nomic rebound,” it added.

As many as 80 per cent of
Indian CEOs also acknowledge
making adjustments to their
global operations and supply
chains. For 63 per cent, the pur-
pose has been to reduce logis-
tics costs and increase
resilience.

“This said, Indian CEOs
recognize that increasing
geopolitical tensions, trade
conflicts and protectionism,
along with increasing compe-
tition from non-traditional
competitors and the accelera-
tion of climate change impacts
will pose the greatest risks to
their future growth strategy,”
the survey said. 

EY India Chairman Rajiv
Memani said, “There is no
doubt that Indian CEOs are
leading from the front to com-
bat the challenges emanating
from the pandemic and geopo-
litical tensions ... They are
increasingly looking at M&As
as a lever for accelerating busi-
ness transformation and long-
term value creation.” PTI 
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New Delhi: Rising fuel costs
and prohibitively expensive
electric vehicles are making
compressed natural gas (CNG)
“a welcome relief and alternate
fuel” for mobility for Indian
consumers, according to a
report by NRI (Nomura
Research Institute) Consulting
& Solutions. 

CNG vehicle sales contin-
ued to grow in FY22, rising by
55 per cent to 2,65,383 units in
FY22 compared to 1,71,288
units in FY21, as per NRI’s
report titled ‘Path to clean
mobility: Increasing penetra-
tion of NGVs in India’.

In the last five years, the
penetration of CNG vehicles
has also increased, and its parc
has grown at a CAGR of 5.3 per

cent to 37.97 lakh units as of
March 2022 from 30.90 lakh
units in March 2018, the report
said. “With increased differen-
tial TCO (total cost of owner-
ship) benefits compared to
other fuels, CNG is gaining
more prominence among con-
sumer preference post-BS-VI.
The technology is now well
established in India with major
OEMs concentrating to bring
in a range of cost-efficient and
fuel-efficient CNG variants,”
NRI said in a statement.

The report pointed out
that favourable factors, such as
improvement in CNG fuelling
infrastructure and supporting
regulatory environment, are
helping the growth of CNG
vehicles. “With fuel prices soar-

ing and electric vehicles
becoming prohibitively expen-
sive for most Indians, vehicles
that run on compressed natur-
al gas could be considered as a
welcome relief and an alterna-
tive for mobility,” NRI said.

The expansion of the CGD
(city gas distribution) network
and an increasing number of
CNG stations is expected to
encourage the proliferation of
NGVs (natural gas vehicles), it
added. “The immense volume
and favourable conditions of
the Indian automobile market
give an opportunity to promote
widespread adoption of NGVs
in India,” NRI Consulting &
Solutions Senior Partner &
Group Head Ashim Sharma
said. PTI
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Olectra Greentech Limited
(OLECTRA) has bagged

the biggest ever order in its his-
tory for 2,100 Electric buses
from The Brihanmumbai
Electric Supply and Transport
(BEST). 

The value of this order is
�3675 crores. Evey Trans
Private Limited (EVEY) has
received the Letter of Award
(LoA) from BEST.  The buses
will be delivered over a period
of 12 months. Commenting on
this occasion, KV Pradeep,

Chairman and Managing
Director, Olectra Greentech
Limited, said “We feel happy to
receive this biggest order from
BEST. Running the largest
Electric Bus fleet in India’s
financial capital is a matter of

pride”.
The pioneer and leading

Electric mobility player Olectra
Greentech Limited manufac-
tures 12 metre AC buses to
meet this obligation. It is
already operating 40 Electric
buses for BEST in Mumbai.
Currently, EVEY and Olectra
Greentech Limited are operat-
ing electric buses in various
State Transport Undertakings
(STU) in the country, such as
Pune (PMPML), Hyderabad,
Goa, Deharadun, Surat, and
Ahmedabad, Silvasa, and
Nagpur.
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Virat Kohli's return to form and a rather dra-
matic entry into the IPL play-offs will make

Royal Challengers Bangalore a more confident
unit when they meet a top-heavy Lucknow Super
Giants in the Eliminator here on Wednesday.

After a string of low scores, Kohli found his
rhythm enroute to a scintillating 54-ball 73 in their
last match against Gujarat Titans. This was his only
second fifty this season.

Kohli's return to form will be a big plus to their
top-order which often has struggled to get going
in the power-play.

Add Dinesh Karthik's new-found finishing
exploits, a quality pace trio in Josh Hazlewood,
Wanindu Hasaranga and Harshal Patel who would
look to embrace the seam-friendly Eden condi-
tions, and Faf du Plessis's calm and astute captain-
cy, RCB will be upbeat in their quest of an elu-
sive IPL title.

Having featured in three IPL finals, RCB are
one star-studded outfit which has failed to live up
to its fans' expectations time and
again. But this time under a three-
time IPL winner in du Plessis,
RCB look more balanced especial-
ly on the pace bowling front.

RCB's experience in batting certainly will
weigh heavily against the young LSG pace attack
of Avesh Khan and Mohsin Khan.

Lucknow also have the experienced duo of
Jason Holder and Dushmanta Chameera but they
have been inconsistent this season, something that
can be a cause of concern for the KL Rahul-led
outfit. A key battle for RCB would be against the
Lucknow Super Giants opening duo of K L Rahul
and Quinton de Kock — by far the best opening

pair of this IPL — sitting pretty on second and
third places in the top run getters' list.

But this also will be the team's weakness as
the Lucknow franchise lacks a quality middle and
lower order, barring Deepak Hooda who has four
half-centuries this season.

The likes of Marcus Stoinis, Krunal Pandya,
Ayush Badoni and Holder have failed to impress
and it's high time that they get into their acts in
a virtual quarter-final.
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Daniel Vettori onTuesday
was named as an assistant

to Australian cricket coach
Andrew McDonald, who said
the former New Zealand cap-
tain's knowledge and experience
would be invaluable.

All-rounder Vettori played
113 Tests and 295 One-Day
Internationals for the Black
Caps and worked alongside
McDonald with Royal
Challengers Bangalore in the
Indian Premier League.

He will continue as head
coach of the Birmingham

Phoenix in England's
The Hundred.

"It's a very strong
and unified group

which has the poten-
tial to have a very

rewarding and hope-
fully successful period

ahead," Vettori said of
the Australian squad.

Andre Borovec of
Victoria, who has worked

with the squad on select tours
for the past year, was also made

an assistant and will coach
Australia A in Sri Lanka next
month prior to the national
team's two-Test series there.

Their appointments follow
the elevation of McDonald to
head coach in April after Justin
Langer quit, and the departure
of Jeff Vaughan to coach
Tasmania.

"I have worked with Daniel
previously and could not speak
more highly of his approach,
work ethic and rapport he
brings," he added.

"His experience and bal-
anced style are well document-
ed. He is a great fit and will bring
an enormous amount of knowl-
edge to the team."

McDonald's team already
boasts batting coach Michael Di
Venuto, spin coach Sri Sriram
and former Test seam bowler
Clint McKay.
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Indian skipper Rohit
Sharma's abysmal form

in the IPL is not a matter
of concern as he will be
back among the runs

soon, BCCI president
Sourav Ganguly said on
Tuesday.

The record five-time IPL
winning Mumbai Indians
skipper had a woeful season
finishing with 268 runs from
14 innings at an average of
19.14 with a modest strike-
rake 120.17 as their team
finished at the bottom of
the standings this season.

"Everybody is
human. There will be
mistakes but Rohit's
record as captain is
outstanding. Five IPL
titles, Asia Cup win-
ner, he has won what-
ever he has captained,
so his record as cap-
tain is outstanding.
Mistakes will happen

because they are all human,"
Ganguly said. Before the last
match where he scored a fiery

fifty against Kolkata Knight
Riders, former India captain
Kohli also endured his worst-

ever IPL with 236 runs from
13 innings which included
three golden ducks.

Backing the duo, Ganguly
said: "They are very good
players. I'm sure they will be
back among runs. They play so
much of cricket that at times
they go out of form. Kohli
played very well in the last
game, especially when it was
required for RCB.

"That's why he (Kohli)
was so happy that RCB qual-
ified. They are all great play-
ers, it's a matter of time they
will be at their best," Ganguly
added.

Rishabh Pant has failed to
impress especially with his
DRS making decisions but
Ganguly feels with time he
would improve.

"Don't compare Pant with
MS Dhoni. Dhoni has so much
experience, has captained in
500-plus games in IPL, Tests
and ODIs. So it's not fair for
Rishabh to be compared with
Dhoni."
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The legendary AB de
Villiers said he will "defi-

nitely" return to the IPL next
year as part of the Royal
Challengers Bangalore squad,
but he is not sure in what
capacity. De Villiers had been
a big part of RCB family

before he retired from all
forms of cricket last year.

"I am glad to hear Virat
confirmed it. To be honest, we
haven't decided on anything
yet. I will definitely be around
IPL next year. I am not sure
in what capacity but I am
missing getting back there,"
De Villiers told VUSport.

"I have a heard a little bird
tweeting, saying that there
might be some games in
Bangalore. So I would love to
return to my second home-
town and watch the full
capacity stadium there at the
Chinnaswamy again. I would
love to return, I am looking
forward to it."
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Young-left arm pacer Arshdeep Singh
says clarity of mind, attained through

yoga and meditation, has helped him per-
fect the art of bowling yorkers, a rare abil-
ity that has pushed him into the Indian T20
side for the South Africa series.

The 23-year-old from Kharar humbly
accepts the success that has come his way
in the IPL but says he really had to "earn
everything".

It may seem that landing yorkers, at will,
comes naturally to the lanky fast bowler but
he put in the extra work with his personal
coach Jaswant Rai ahead of the IPL to hone
his coveted skill.

Yoga and meditation has also helped
him stay calm in high-pressure scenarios.

"It (meditation) clears the mind.  When
there is pressure, there is no substitute to
clarity. Being able to stay calm surely helps
in a big way," Arshdeep said.

Back at home after a gruelling couple
of months in the IPL, Arshdeep is getting
some much-needed rest at home but it won't
be long before he joins the Indian squad for
the South Africa series beginning in Delhi
on June 9.

He bowled more with the old ball than
new ball this IPL season with Punjab rely-
ing on him heavily in the slog overs.

Only one of the two players to be
retained by the franchise, Arshdeep repaid
the faith by ending up with an economy rate
of 7.31 in the death overs, the best among

bowlers who bowled more than 10 overs in
that critical phase.

"My role depended on team combina-
tion, match ups are a big thing in T20 crick-
et. I bowled with the new ball, in the mid-
dle as well as death.

"Whatever the team combination for a
particular game was, the role changed
accordingly. You have to be adaptable in this
format.".

He ended with 10 wickets with an econ-
omy rate of 7.70 but it was his death over
game that earned plaudits from the experts.

The internet too raved as he got his york-
ers right ball after all.
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"Expecting nothing and be ready for

everything," Arshdeep swears by these
words and that is how he is approaching his
first series as a India cricketer.

He got the taste of life as an India crick-
eter when he travelled to Sri Lanka as a net
bowler last year. That was the time he also
got to work with Paras Mhambrey who
straightened his run up so that he could
swing the ball better.

He had burst on the scene in 2018 U-
19 World Cup in New Zealand, where India
won, but he did not get to play in all the
games.

Talking about the rapid strides he has
made in the last five years, he said, "The
journey has been satisfying. There were
struggles."

"Whenever I get the opportunity I try
to enjoy and make the most of it.
Whether I play or not, it is a team game.
The team has to win. My focus is on giv-
ing my 100 percent before I go off to
sleep everyday."

"I am just happy to be in the Indian
team. I don't rate my performance at all.
I am just doing my job. If I think about all
those things then thoughts will come up and
mind will get blurred.

"I feel I don't need to change anything
for the highest level. I just want to maintain
my consistency," Arshdeep signed off.
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Wicketkeeper-batter Dinesh
Karthik feels his latest

recall to the Indian team is his
"most special comeback" of a
rollercoaster international career
that began way back in 2004.

Karthik made the squad
for India's home T20 series
against South Africa beginning
June 9.

"This is my most special
comeback because a lot of peo-
ple had given up on me. For me
to comeback and do what I did,
practice the way I did, so many

special things have
happened in the
lead up to the
rock-shell and
how I prac-
ticed post

that," the 36-
year-

old told
the RCB

website.
Karthik forced the selectors

to pick him after displaying
exemplary finishing skills in
the IPL. He had last played for
India in the 2019 ODI World
Cup.

He praised the Royal
Challengers Bangalore team
management for backing him
strongly for the finisher's role.

"I think the clarity that they
gave me for me to execute the
role that I wanted to do, in many
ways I am indebted to RCB for
picking me and giving me that
role, believing in me and then
me coming out here and trying
to do my best for team RCB. So,
it's all and all a very very happy
feeling."

The main goal for Karthik
is to play the T20 World

Cup in Australia later
this year.

"There are so
many young boys

who would be putting
up their name for selection,

to see the skillset that is out there
and believe that this is the guy
we need for the World Cup. I
think it is a very very humbling
feeling. "I know that journey is
still there to the World Cup but
being a part of the scheme of
things and getting the opportu-
nity to showcase my skills, I am
very proud of it," he added.
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The swashbuckling Shafali
Verma blazed away at the

top before Laura Wolvaardt's
unbeaten half century as
Velocity overhauled a stiff tar-
get to get the better of
Supernovas by seven wickets in
the Women's T20 Challenge

here on Tuesday.
Set a target of 151 after opt-

ing to field, Velocity complet-
ed the chase with 10 balls to
spare.

After Shafali's breezy knock
of 51 in 33 balls, Laura
Wolvaard (51 off 35 balls) and
Deepti Sharma (24 not out) saw
their side home comfortably.

Chasing a challenging tar-
get, Velocity lost Natthakan
Chantham (1) early but the big-
hitting Shafali decided to go all
guns blazing as the team raced
to 60 for the loss of only one
wicket by the time the six power
play overs came to an end.

Shafali reached her half
century in quick time, needing
only 28 runs to get to the land-
mark. She did so in style,
pulling Deandra Dottin for a
boundary over midwicket.

Though she managed to
score only 17 off 13 balls,
Yastika Bhatia gave Shafali com-
pany when the team needed it
the most, having suffered an
early blow.

Shafali got out after scoring
an aggressive 51 off 33 balls, the
successful bowler being Dottin,
but the experienced duo of
Wolvaardt and Sharma ensured
the Velocity were home without
much difficulty.

Earlier, skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur top-scored
with a blistering 51-ball 71 as
Supernovas posted 150 for five.
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David Miller hit three
effortless sixes which
looked like action
replays as Gujarat

Titans, under their inspira-
tional skipper Hardik Pandya,
made a mockery of all the
odds to reach the final of IPL-
15 with a seven-wicket win over
Rajasthan Royals on Tuesday.

On a track that was two-
paced, Royals rode on Jos
Buttler's 56-ball-89 to post 188
for six in 20 overs, which
seemed like a winning total
considering the pressure of the
occasion.

But Pandya (40 no off 27
balls) and Miller (68 off 38 balls)
added 101 runs in exactly 10
overs to seal the deal with
three balls to spare.

For a team which many
tipped to finish last because of
some out-of-the-box picks,
turned out to be the most con-
sistent and will now play the
final in front of its home crowd
at the Narendra Modi Stadium,
with more than 100,000 people
cheering them on.

No praise is enough for
new 'Captain Cool' Pandya,
who always looked in control
even when things didn't seem
to go his team's way.

One of the cleanest hitters,
Pandya took the game deep
with some well-placed bound-
aries which allowed Miller to
take his time before unleashing
five huge sixes -- three off the
last over from Prasidh Krishna,
when the bowler completely lost
his nerve.

The best part about
Pandya's captaincy was not
taking any risks against the
opposition's best bowler
Yuzvendra Chahal (0/32 in 4
overs) but left it to his partner,
who hit two huge sixes to ease
the pressure.

Once Trent Boult (1/38 in
4 overs) and Chahal were done,
it was left to the day's worst per-
former, Obed McCoy (1/40 in
4 overs), to bowl a good 19th
over with Titans requiring 23 off
12 balls.

McCoy used his back of the
hand slower balls to perfection
as only seven came off the over,
leaving Krishna with 16 runs to
defend but it took Miller three
balls to nail it, all in the length
slots.

At the start of chase,
Wriddhiman Saha (0) was all at
sea against Boult and edged one
that moved in and then straight-
ened after pitching. Matthew
Wade (35 off 30 balls) and
Shubman Gill (35 off 21 balls)
didn't let it affect their batting
as they added 72 for the second
wicket to keep the chase on
course.

Gill started slowly but then
launched into Ravichandran
Ashwin with a six over long-off
followed by two boundaries
on both sides of the square.

Wade also carried on
briskly before a big mix-up
ended in Gill's run-out.

Skipper Pandya started
with a square cut off McCoy
before the bowler got Wade in
the same over when Buttler
took a well-judged catch at
deep mid-wicket.

Earlier, Buttler enjoyed
copious amount of luck and dis-
played a fair bit of pluck during
an innings of 89, which took
Rajasthan Royals to a challeng-
ing total after being put into bat.

The Orange Cap-holder
Buttler, who had failed to get his
act together in the second half
of the season, got off to a slow
start but made full use of a cou-
ple of dropped catches during
his knock, which was studded
with 12 fours and two sixes.

Buttler, who now has 718
runs in 15 games, scored 39 off
his first 38 balls and then
smashed another 50 off his next
18 deliveries.

Buttler was also fortunate to
get two reprieves -- first on 43
-- when Hardik Pandya slipped
to miss a sitter, and then Rashid
Khan grassed him on 69.

He then took on Alzarri
Joseph, smashing three bound-
aries in an over to accelerate his
scoring before getting run-out
in the final over.

First up, it was Sanju
Samson's swagger that was on
full display as the Royals skip-
per, seemingly hurt by the lat-
est India selection snub,
responded in style with a 26-ball
47 (5x4, 3x6).

At a time when Buttler
struggled to get going, the
wicketkeeper-batter dealt in
boundaries in his entertaining
powerplay display.

Samson shared 68-run
stand with Buttler, of which 47
came off the former's blade that
summed up the domination
from the Royals skipper after
they were put in.
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Sunrisers Hyderabad pacer
Umran Malik has been one

of the finds of the IPL with his
raw pace, clocking consistent-
ly over 150 kmph to get a
maiden India call-up for the
T20 series. "His future is in
hands. If he stays fit and bowls
at this pace, I'm sure he will be
around for a long time.

"Many have played well in
this IPL. Tilak (Varma) has
done well for MI. Rahul
(Tripathi) for Sunrisers,
Tewatia for GT.

"We have seen many

emerging fast bowlers like
Malik, Mohsin Khan,
Arshdeep Singh, Avesh Khan...
It's a place where talent gets
exposure." 
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Pep Guardiola joked it had been part of his
plan for Manchester City to come from 2-0

down to beat Aston Villa 3-2 to claim the
Premier League title as his side paraded the tro-
phy through Manchester on Monday.

Needing to win to hold off Liverpool by a
point to win the title, City were trailing 2-0 with
15 minutes remaining before three goals in five-
and-a-half manic minutes at the Etihad.

Guardiola kept his post-match promise by
puffing on a cigar as he took to the stage at the
end of the parade.

City have now four titles in the last five years
under Guardiola and six in the last 11 seasons.

"It was the plan, 0-2, calm, calm," Guardiola
said with a laugh. "And after we scored it was
a great night.

"Everybody knows what has happened is an
incredible achievement. This is the toughest
league, in six years since we arrived we had four.

"The happiness on all the faces is the great-
est reward we can get."

Despite their domestic dominance, the
Champions League has remained beyond City
despite the billions spent amassing a stellar
squad.

Another heartbreaking exit to Real Madrid in
the semi-finals earlier this month could have
derailed their Premier League title charge, but they
bounced back to take the necessary 10 points from
the final four games.

"There was a lot of tension in the last month
after (the defeat to Madrid) and a lot of difficult
games.

"We never give up and we have to be so proud
of the group."

The event also became a farewell party for club
captain Fernandinho, who will return to his native
Brazil this summer after nine years and 12 trophies
with the club.

"When I came here for the first time and met
someone from City they said, 'Listen, we want you
to be one of the leaders, we want you to be a cham-
pion'," the 37-year-old said.

"When I look back all of the titles we won are
really special."
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World number two Daniil
Medvedev eased into
the French Open sec-
ond round on Tuesday

as Denmark's Holger Rune remind-
ed Roland Garros that Carlos Alcaraz
is not the only teenager dreaming of
the title.

Medvedev, who came into Paris
with just one match on clay this year
following hernia surgery, routed
Argentina's 103rd-ranked Facundo
Bagnis 6-2, 6-2, 6-2 on the back of 35
winners and eight breaks of serve.

"I love Roland Garros, especial-
ly since last year," said Medvedev, who
had lost in the opening round on his
first four trips to Paris before reach-
ing the quarter-finals in 2021. "I hope
this year I can go further."

Rune, 19 and just a week older
than the highly-rated Alcaraz, marked
his main draw debut with a 6-3, 6-1,
7-6 (7/4) dismissal of 14th-seeded
Canadian Denis Shapovalov.

Rune, the boys champion in
2019 and a former world junior num-
ber one, entered Paris at a career-high
40 having started 2021 outside of the
top 400.

In the current clay season, he
won his first title in Munich, beating
world number three Alexander
Zverev on the way.

Shapovalov committed 53
unforced errors in a tie played at
breakneck speed.

"I didn't really show up today but
Holger played great tennis," said
Shapovalov, a Wimbledon semi-
finalist in 2021.

Later Tuesday, fourth seed
Stefanos Tsitsipas, who lost last year's
final to Novak Djokovic after leading
two sets to love, has a dangerous
assignment against Italy's Lorenzo
Musetti in the night session on
Court Philippe Chatrier.

The 20-year-old, ranked 66, also
led Djokovic by two sets in the last
16 in 2021 before injury curtailed his

challenge.
This year on clay he made the

quarter-finals in Marrakech and
third round at Monte Carlo,
Barcelona and Madrid where he was
forced to retire against world num-

ber three Alexander Zverev.
However, Tsitsipas is enjoying an

impressive clay court season in which
he has successfully defended his
Monte Carlo title, was runner-up in
Rome and made the semi-finals in

Madrid.
The Greek also enjoys a season-

leading 31 wins on the tour this year.
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Two former women's champions

were also in action.
Simona Halep, the 2018 champi-

on, who is working with Serena
Williams's coach Patrick
Mouratoglou, faces Nastasja Schunk,
an 18-year-old lucky loser from qual-
ifying, ranked at 165 in the world.

Jelena Ostapenko, who was a
shock Roland Garros winner in
2017, defeated Italy's Lucia Bronzetti
6-1, 6-4 to end a five-match losing
streak having started the year winning
14 of 18.

Ostapenko became the latest
player to cast doubt on her appear-
ance at Wimbledon after the tourna-
ment was stripped of ranking points
in response to its banning of Russian
and Belarusian players.

"If there are no points, I'm not
really sure what I'm going to," said the
Latvian.

"I think maybe they are going to
change their mind. I'm not sure about
points. But I think a lot of things may
happen within the next week or two
weeks."
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Rohan Bopanna and his Dutch

partner Matwe Middelkoop pro-
gressed to the men's doubles second
round of the French Open with an
easy straight-set win over local wild
cards Sascha Gueymard Wayenburg
and Luca Van Assche.

The experienced 16th seeded
Indo-Dutch pair had no trouble in
dispatching the lower-ranked home
combo 6-4, 6-1 in the opening round.

Ramkumar Ramanathan is also
in the fray, having teamed up with
American Hunter Reese. They are up
against the German team of Daniel
Altmaier and Oscar Otte.

In the women's doubles, Sania
Mirza and her Czech partner Lucie
Hradecka have been seeded 10th and
they open their campaign against
Italy's Jasmine Paolini and Martina
Trevisan.

All three Indians will feature in
the mixed doubles event as well.
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Novak Djokovic on Monday
said he "intends to go to

Wimbledon" to defend his title
despite the controversy over the
tournament being stripped of rank-
ing points. "Yes, I intend to go to
Wimbledon," said Djokovic after
overcoming Japan's Yoshihito
Nishioka in the French Open first
round. However, he added that the
initial decision of the tournament to
ban Russian and Belarusian players
following the invasion of Ukraine
was a "mistake".

The 35-year-old Djokovic
stands to lose 2,000 points due to the
decision by the ATP and WTA tours

to remove ranking points from
Wimbledon in response to the
player ban. "On a personal, individ-
ual level, I have been very negative-
ly affected by that," said Djokovic.

He has already lost 2,000 points
by not being able to defend his
Australian Open title.

"Collectively I'm glad that play-
ers got together with ATP and
showed to the Grand Slam that
when there is a mistake happening,
and there was from the Wimbledon
side, then we have to show that there
is going to be some consequences."

Earlier Monday, former world
number one Naomi Osaka said she
is "leaning towards not playing"
Wimbledon.
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Coach Xavi Hernandez on
Tuesday said his Barcelona

team must be rebuilt after a tur-
bulent season but refused to be
drawn on whether Robert
Lewandowski was a transfer
target.

The Catalan giants fin-
ished 13 points behind La Liga
champions Real Madrid, their
campaign ending in a whimper
on Sunday with a 2-0 home
defeat to Villarreal.

Barcelona were beaten in
four of their last nine games in
all competitions.

They were on a plane the
next morning for their first-ever
match in Australia, a friendly
against an A-League All-Star
team coached by former
Manchester United striker
Dwight Yorke and captained by
former Manchester City
defender Jack Rodwell.

Xavi has brought 20 play-
ers to Sydney, including captain
Sergio Busquets, Dani Alves,

Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang,
Frenkie de Jong, Memphis
Depay and teenage sensation
Ansu Fati.

Gerard Pique and teenage
forward Pedri were among
those missing. "Next season
we need to improve a lot, we
improved a lot since
November," said Barcelona
midfield legend Xavi, who was
appointed in November with
the team lying ninth.

While he helped revive
them and they achieved the
most important objective of
qualifying for the Champions
League, they went out to
Frankfurt in the Europa League
quarter-finals and in the last 16
of the Copa del Rey.

"I think we are in a good
way, we have to be positive. But
next season, at least, we need to
compete and win the
Champions League, why not,"
said Xavi.

"We are rebuilding the
team. We have a plan, of course,
and we need to be competitive

next season. We cannot permit
another season without win-
ning titles."

Prolific Bayern Munich for-
ward Lewandowski, who was
top-scorer in the Bundesliga last
season for the fifth year run-
ning, has been heavily linked
with Barcelona.

Xavi refused to confirm his
interest. "I cannot confirm
Lewandowski or any other
names," he said. "Of course we
are working hard and it is
obvious that we need to
improve.

"It's a matter of time," he
added of unveiling new players.
"If we have to announce some-
thing we will announce it, but
it is not the moment right
now."
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Le o n a r d o
Spinazzola will

make his return to the
Italy squad after Roberto

Mancini named him among
39 players for the European

champions' 'Finalissima'
clash with Argentina and
the Nations League.

Roma full-back
Spinazzola was one of
the stars of Italy's
charge to Euro 2020
glory but ruptured
his Achilles tendon
during his side's 2-
1 quarter-final win
over Belgium.

The injury left the
29-year-old out for almost the
entire season, only returning to
action for Roma earlier this
month, and will join the squad
after the Conference League
final on Wednesday. He features

in the squad alongside Giorgio
Chiellini who will play his final
game for the national team
when they face Copa America

winners Argentina at Wembley
on June 1. Three days after cap-
tain Chiellini waves goodbye
Italy will then begin their Nations

League campaign with the visit
of Germany to Bologna, before
they host Hungary in Cesena on
June 7. 
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Former Manchester United
striker Dwight Yorke on

Tuesday said that new coach
Erik ten Hag must perform
"major surgery" at the club to get
them back to the top.

Yorke, who won three
Premier League titles, the
Champions League and the FA
Cup with United, spent the last
fortnight around Old Trafford
and saw for himself what need-
ed to be done.

"We (Man Utd) are nowhere
near where we are supposed to
be, especially with the players
that we have in the squad at the
moment," he said.

"I spent the last two weeks
there and had some more
insight into looking where the
club is and why we are in that
position. "He's (Ten Hag) got
some major surgery to repair

there, there's work that needs to
be done."

United finished a massive
35 points behind Premier
League champions Manchester
City, who pipped Liverpool to
the title by a point, with the Red
Devils registering their lowest-
ever points tally.

"I'm not sure what his first
step needs to be but he must
stamp his authority on the team
in terms of getting the players
united together. That seems to
be a bit of a challenge at the
moment," added Yorke.

"When you look at our
squad we have some fantastic
players but the achievement
doesn't add up to it. 
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Man Utd need ‘major surgery’ under Ten Hag: Yorke
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Hertha Berlin secured their
place in the Bundesliga for

next season with a 2-0 away
win at Hamburg on Monday to
take the promotion/relegation
play-off 2-1 on aggregate.

An early headed goal by
Hertha captain Dedryck
Boyata and a speculative sec-
ond-half free-kick from
Marvin Plattenhardt saw
Hertha turn their fortunes
around in Monday's return leg.

Hertha had lost the first leg
1-0 in Berlin last Thursday, but
the visitors flew out of the traps

in Hamburg when Boyata
smashed in a header after just
four minutes. Falling behind
subdued the hosts, who lacked
the composure of the first leg.

After nine straight seasons
in the Bundesliga, Hertha

avoided their first relegation
since 2011/12.

The aggregate defeat
denied Hamburg a return to
Germany's top flight after four
seasons since their 2018 rele-
gation.
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