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ADelhi Special court on
Wednesday awarded life

imprisonment to Kashmiri ter-
rorist Yasin Malik in a terror
funding case. 

Special Judge Praveen
Singh also awarded varying jail
terms for various offences
under the stringent Unlawful
Activities Prevention Act
(UAPA) and the Indian Penal
Code (IPC).  The court also
imposed a fine of over �10 lakh
on Malik. 

The life term was awarded
for two offences — Section 121
(waging war against the
Government of India) of the
IPC and section 17 (raising
funds for the terrorist act) of
the UAPA.  All the sentences
will run concurrently.

Earlier in the day, the
National Investigation Agency
(NIA) during the argument on
quantum of sentence demand-
ed death sentence for Malik,
highlighting crimes and ter-
rorism he committed in
Kashmir for the past three
decades.  “Let’s not go into all
this. Stick to the facts. This is
a terror funding case,” said
Judge Singh, who delivered
the judgment by 6.15 pm.

“However, in my opinion,
there was no reformation of
this convict. It may be correct

that the convict may have given
up the gun in 1994, but he had
never expressed any regret for
the violence he had committed
prior to 1994. 

“It is noticed that, when he
claimed to have given up the
path of violence after 1994, the
Government of India took it
upon its face value and gave
him an opportunity to reform
and in good faith tried to
engage in a meaningful dia-
logue with him and as admit-
ted by him, gave him every
platform to express his opin-
ion.

“However, as discussed in
the order on charge, the con-
vict did not desist from vio-
lence. Rather, betraying the
good intentions of the
Government he took a differ-
ent path to orchestrate violence
in the guise of political strug-
gle. The convict has claimed
that he had followed Gandhian
principle of non-violence and
was spearheading a peaceful
non violent struggle. 

“However, the evidence
on the basis of which charges
were framed and to which
convict has pleaded guilty,
speaks otherwise. 

“The entire movement was
planned to be a violent move-
ment and large-scale violence
ensured is a matter of fact,” said
the judgment convicting Malik
to life imprisonment. 
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Cricketer-turned-politician
Navjot Singh Sidhu is all

set to play a new innings in
Patiala Central Jail. Once con-
sidered a frontrunner for the
Punjab Chief Minister’s post,
the multi-faceted Sidhu will
be playing the role of a “mun-
shi” (a clerical job) within the
four walls of the Patiala
Central Jail, after he was sen-
tenced to a year’s rigorous
imprisonment by the
Supreme Court in a 1988
road rage case.
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In one of the worst school
shootings in the US, an 18-

year-old gunman in body
armour massacred at least 21
people, including 19 children
and two adults inside one class-
room at a Texas elementary
school, prompting President
Joe Biden to issue an emotion-
al appeal to lawmakers to “turn
this pain into action” to enact
tougher gun laws to curb such
recurring tragedies. 

The youth opened fire at
Robb Elementary School in
Uvalde town, Texas, 134 km
from San Antonio, on Tuesday
morning before he was killed
by law enforcement officers.

All fatalities and injuries
took place inside one classroom
Uvalde, according to Lt Chris
Olivarez, spokesperson for the
Texas Department for Public
Safety.

The shooter barricaded
himself in one room, killing
two teachers and 19 children,
he told CNN.

“Just goes to show you the
complete evil from this shoot-
er,” Olivarez said, just 10 days
since 10 people were killed in
a mass shooting in New York.

All the victims have been
removed, identified and their

families have been notified, the
lieutenant said. Multiple chil-
dren were wounded inside the
classroom, according to
Olivarez, but there is no exact
number as to how many at this
time. 

“It’s a small classroom,
you can have anywhere from
25 to 30 students in there, plus
there were two teachers in
there. ... So don’t have exact
number of how many stu-
dents were in that classroom,”
Olivarez said.

When asked if the school
was a target, Olivarez said
there are still “a lot of unan-
swered questions.”

Investigators say the sus-
pect was armed with a hand-
gun, an AR-15 semi-automat-
ic rifle and high-capacity mag-

azines.
Texas Governor Greg

Abbott identified the killer as
Salvador Ramos, a resident of
the area where the school was
located. The shooter’s motive
remains unclear. The teenag-
er is suspected of shooting his
grandmother at the start of the
rampage, US media reports
said.

Chief of Police, Uvalde,
Pete Arredondo said the “mass
casualty event occurred at
Robb Elementary School at
about 11:32 this morning”. He
said the killer acted as a lone
wolf — who was shot dead in
a police exchange.

The deceased children are
in the second, third and fourth
grades — aged between 7
years and 10 years, he said.
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Former Union Minister and
senior Supreme Court

lawyer Kapil Sibal filed his
nomination papers for the Rajya
Sabha seat from Uttar Pradesh
as an Independent candidate
backed by the Samajwadi Party
and said he has already resigned
from the Congress. Javed Ali
Khan also filed his papers as SP
candidate. There was specula-
tion that the SP could field Sibal
as a Rajya Sabha candidate. 

Kapil Sibal — the lawyer
who secured senior SP leader
Mohammad Azam Khan’s bail
from the SC — after filing his
papers, said he had resigned
from the Congress on May 16.
Sibal said his ideology was
related to the party he had
been with for three decades. His
exit from the party is another
jolt to the electorally battered
Congress.

Sibal was accompanied by
SP chief Akhilesh Yadav and SP

general secretary Ram Gopal
Yadav to Central Hall of UP
Vidhan Bhawan.

“I have filed the nomination
as an independent candidate. I
thank Akhilesh for supporting
me. I resigned from the
Congress on May 16 and am no
longer a senior Congress leader,”

he said.
The SP chief later said Sibal

was being supported by the SP.
A prominent member of the
G23 which had sought an
organisational overhaul in the
Congress, Sibal’s tenure as
Congress’ Rajya Sabha member
ends in July.
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Life has come a full circle for
chief of the banned Jammu

and Kashmir Liberation Front
(JKLF) Yasin Malik , who
graduated from being a
Pakistan-trained terrorist to a
separatist  force in the Kashmir
valley during his anti-India
career spanning over three

decades.
On Wednesday, Malik, 56,

was sentenced to a life term by
a designated NIA court. 

He has been in and out of
jail several times dating back to
his student activism days
before the onset of militancy in
J&K in 1990.

In his bid to mainstream
himself, he “renounced” vio-
lence and donned the political

cloak in 1994. Malik — mar-
ried to a Pakistani artist — had
announced Gandhian way of
protest after his release and
sought to project himself as a
moderate voice in separatist
camp. 

Malik was arrested in early
2019 in connection with a
2017 terror-funding case reg-
istered by National
Investigation Agency (NIA).
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Barely hours after Kashmiri
separatist Yasin Malik was

awarded life imprisonment by
the NIA court in a terror fund-
ing case, a famous Kashmiri
TV artist and singer Amreena
Bhat was gunned down by
“unidentified” terrorists while
her 10-year-old nephew
received bullet injuries on his
arm in Chadoora area of cen-
tral Kashmir district of
Budgam on Wednesday.

Amreena was a famous
TV artist and singer. She
appeared in many music videos
and small skits uploaded on the
social media platforms.

According to initial reports
both Amreena and her nephew

were targeted at their home in
Chadoora by the armed ter-
rorists.

In a tweet Kashmir zone
police said, “Around 7.55 pm,
terrorists fired upon one lady
Amreen Bhat daughter of
Khazir Mohd Bhat and resident
of Hushroo Chadoora at her
home. She was shifted to hos-
pital in an injured condition
where doctors declared her

dead. Her 10-year-old nephew
who was also at home received
a bullet injury on his arm.”

According to preliminary
reports three terrorists of LeT
terror outfit were involved in
this heinous terror incident.

The security forces have
launched a massive manhunt to
track down the foot prints of
LeT terrorists.

“The local police team has
registered a case and also
launched investigations in the
case,” official sources said.

Reacting to the murder,
former J&K Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah tweeted,
“Shocked & deeply saddened
by the murderous militant
attack on Ambreen Bhat. Sadly
Ambreen lost her life in the
attack & her nephew was
injured. There can be no justi-
fication for attacking innocent
women & children like this.”
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After kid's death, Punjab orders
closure of all borewells lying open
MONIKA MALIK n
CHANDIGARH

Waking from a deep slum-
ber after a six-year-old

Hrtihik lost his life after falling
into an open borewell in
Hoshiarpur, Punjab
Government has ordered the
closure and plugging of all
borewells lying open in the
state.

For the same, the State’s
Water Resources and Mining
Department has written to all
the Deputy Commissioners
asking them to ensure plugging
of all open borewells.

The directions have been
issued to various departments,
and also to the panchayats to
ensure that there was no open
borewell in their areas of juris-
diction.

In the letter, the
Government has given the ref-
erence of the Supreme Court’s
order regarding the closure of
borewells, stating that on

August 6, 2010, the Apex Court
had ordered that the borewells,
that were left open, contami-
nate the underground water,
and thus must be filled and
closed properly. The Deputy
Commissioners have also been
asked to launch a campaign to
make the farmers and general
public aware to ensure the
plugging of the open borewells.
The letter also asked the dis-
tricts’ administrative heads to
ask the farmers, and general
public to plug the open
borewells in their area or the
place owned by them. Every
concerned department should
identify such borewells in their
area, it added.In addition, the
Department has also instruct-
ed that in case a farmer
approaches the Punjab State
Power Corporation Limited
(PSPCL) to apply for a meter
for a new borewell, it should be
ensured that the old borewell
should be closed before giving
the new one. For this, Junior

Engineer should be assigned
the duty. In addition, both the
SDM and DSP should visit
their areas of jurisdiction and
identify open borewells, it
added.The government has
also sought help from the pan-
chayats in plugging the open
borewells. The letter stated all
panchayats should pass a res-
olution that there is no open
borewell in their areas.  The
Panchayat Secretary can con-
tact the numberdars to plug the
borewells lying open in the vil-
lages.

Apart from this, the
municipal corporation body
can also take suggestions about
the same by interacting with
the councillors and find out the
solution.

HRITHIK WAS
NOT THE FIRST
CASUALTY

In an unfortunate inci-
dent, six-year-old Hrithik on

Sunday fell into an open
borewell while trying to escape
from the stray dogs. After the
eight-hour-long rescue opera-
tion, Hrithik was pulled out,
but was declared dead when
taken to the hospital.

Hrithik was not the first
casualty in Punjab of the
Government’s apathetic atti-
tude to check the open
borewells, which are the open
death traps. The incident took
us back to 2019 when two-
year-old Fatehveer Singh died
after falling into a 150 feet deep
borewell.

Though the State
Government had then issued
directions to plug all open
borewells and also launched a
campaign to ensure that no
open borewell is left, the State
Government is unaware of the
exact number of borewells in
the state — whether lying open
and abandoned, or in working
condition — in the absence of
any record.

Himachal CM lays emphasis on completion
of ambitious projects of state government
PNS n SHIMLA

Time bound completion of
Chief Minister’s announce-

ments must be ensured and
special focus should be laid on
completion of those projects
which were nearing completion
besides avoiding cost escalation
of the projects and also ensure
that the people of the area
derive benefits of the develop-
mental projects, Chief Minister
Jai Ram Thakur said here. 

Presiding over the meeting
held to review the progress in
Chief Minister’s announce-
ments,  Thakur said that all the
announcements made by him
till April this year must be
implemented by the end of
June so that the people could
be benefitted. He said that
major departments must plan
at least one mega State level
event based on their welfare
schemes, adding that proper
planning and concept ideas
must be developed to organize

such events. He said that 16
such events would be orga-
nized throughout the State to
acquaint the public about the
welfare schemes initiated by the
State Government besides felic-
itating the beneficiaries.

Chief Minister said that all
the projects nearing comple-
tion must be completed by the
end of June this year, adding
that for this special campaign
must be launched. He said
that any laxity in execution of
projects and implementation of
the announcements would be
viewed seriously. Thakur said
that an effective mechanism
should be developed to ensure
optimum utilization of unspent
money, pointing out that this
would not only ensure ade-
quate funds for development
but also give boost to the
developmental process. He said
that although the covid-19
pandemic has affected the pace
of development, but still steps
must be taken to ensure that all

the announcements made by
him are achieved well in time.
He said that special emphasis
must be laid on completion of
a few prestigious projects of the
State Government. 

The CM said that the offi-
cers must work with mission-
ary zeal to meet the expecta-
tions of the Government and
the people of the State, point-
ing out that the credit of the
good work done by the State
Government during the last
four and a half years also goes
to the officers who have
worked with commitment and
dedication.

Chief Secretary Ram
Subhag Singh assured the Chief
Minister that effective steps
would be taken to meet the
deadline for Chief Minister’s
announcements and directed
the officers to put earnest
efforts to fulfill the announce-
ments of the Chief Minister at
the earliest.  

CM PRESIDES

OVER MEETING OF
HYDRO ELECTRIC
POWER PROJECTS 

Chief Minister Jai Ram
Thakur while presiding over
the meeting regarding issues of
Hydro Electric Power Projects
(Bonafide Himachali
Association) at Shimla, said
that the State Government
would sympathetically consid-
er the request of the
Independent Power Producers
to reduce the interest rates of
loans taken by them for con-
struction of mini and micro
power projects in the State.

He said that presently the
State Cooperative Bank was
providing loan to the power
producers at an interest rate of
10.50 percent, which earlier
was 13.75 percent. He said
that keeping in view the finan-
cial constraints being faced by
the power producers, he urged
the Bank to sympathetically

consider their demand to fur-
ther lower the interest rate of
the loan amount.  Thakur said
that the State Government
loan term be increased from
the existing 30 years to 40 years
in order to facilitate the inde-
pendent power producers,
adding that the request of the
Independent Power Producers
before the Bank to consider
One Time Settlement (OTS) or
outright sale would be also
considered sympathetically.

Power Minister Sukh Ram
Chaudhary also urged the
Chief Minister to reduce the
rate of interest on the loans
provided by the State
Cooperative Bank to facilitate
the Independent Power
Producers of the State. 

He said that the issue of
converting the un-serviced
interest into Funded Interest
Term Loan (FITL) at a rate of
zero percent interest would
also be considered sympathet-
ically.

Lobbying underway in both BJP and Congress
in Haryana for two Rajya Sabha seats

MANOJ KUMAR n
CHANDIGARH

With the release of election
schedule to fill two

vacant seats in the Rajya Sabha,
lobbying has begun among
the senior leaders of Bharatiya
Janata Party and Congress in
Haryana for the June 10 elec-
tion. 

As one seat each would go
to the BJP-JJP coalition and
Congress, the lobbying has
shifted to New Delhi for both
the parties as their high com-
mand would have the final say
in the selection of the candi-
dates.Two of the five Upper
House seats from Haryana
will fall vacant on August 1
with media baron Subhash
Chandra, who was elected
with the BJP’s support, and
Delhi-based BJP leader
Dushyant Gautam complet-

ing their terms. The poll
process will be completed by
June 13.

Though the Congress has
been out of power in Haryana
since 2014, when the BJP
formed its first government in
the state under Manohar Lal
Khattar, it has managed to
remain a party of significance.
In the 2019 Assembly election,
it won 31 seats in comparison
to the 15 bagged in the previ-
ous election.Going by the
numerical strength in the
Haryana Vidhan Sabha
Assembly, one seat each is set
to go to the BJP-JJP alliance
and the Congress. The senior
leaders of both the parties are
leaving no stone unturned to
lobby for the coveted seats.A
senior BJP leader said that the
party state executive is likely to
meet in Hisar on May 27 and
28 and will deliberate on the
forthcoming Rajya Sabha elec-
tions. In 2020, in a virtual snub
to its Jat leaders who were in
the reckoning for two Rajya
Sabha seats in Haryana, the

BJP sprung a surprise and
fielded Ram Chander Jangra,
an OBC, and Dushyant Kumar
Gautam, from the SC com-
munity, as the party’s Rajya
Sabha nominees. Names of at
least three top Jat leaders of the
BJP, including former Finance
Minister Capt Abhimanyu,
BJP’s former state president
Subhash Barala and former
Agriculture Minister O P
Dhankar, were doing the
rounds for the coveted seats of
Rajya Sabha. But none out of
the three were considered.

This year too, several
senior state BJP leaders, includ-
ing former ministers, including
Ram Bilas Sharma, Capt
Abhimanyu, current BJP chief
Om Prakash Dhankar and for-
mer chief Subhash Barala are
in the reckoning for the Rajya
Sabha nominations. 

Two days ago, Haryana
Chief Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar said that the party will
take its decision on time. A
senior BJP leader said, “It is not
necessary that the party’s can-

didate should be from the
state, as last time the party high
command had picked Delhi-
based leader Dushyant Kumar
Gautam for Rajya Sabha
seat.”As far as the Congress is
concerned, the party high
command too would have the
final say in the selection of the
candidate. Former Union min-
ister Kumari Selja, who made
way for Udai Bhan, a loyalist of
two-time chief minister
Hooda, by stepping down as
Haryana Congress president
recently, is likely to be accom-
modated in the Rajya Sabha.
However, the faction headed
by Hooda is also trying its level
best to get a Rajya Sabha nom-
ination for one of the leaders
from its faction. “As the
Congress party had recently
lost assembly elections in many
states, it is not necessary that
the party’s candidate should be
from the state, '' said a senior
State Congress leader. In that
scenario, a senior leader from
outside too could find the
favour of the party. 

The poll process to be
completed by June 13

PNS n CHANDIGARH

To facilitate the state's farm-
ers to give their willingness

for the area to be sown with the
Direct Seeding of Rice (DSR)
technology, Punjab Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann on
Wednesday launched a DSR
portal. Lauding the farmer-
friendly initiative, Mann said
that it would be instrumental to
compile the entire data about
each and every farmer, who has

opted for DSR technique,
besides ensuring payment of
Rs 1,500 per acre after proper
verification through this por-
tal to the genuine beneficiaries
in a fair and transparent man-
ner. Apprising the Chief
Minister about the modalities
of the portal, the state
Additional Chief Secretary
(Agriculture) Sarvjit Singh said
that after proper verification,
the incentive amount of Rs
1500 per acre would be direct-

ly transferred into the bank
accounts of the respective
farmers. Notably, this unique
portal has been developed and
designed by Mandi Board in
sync with the Agriculture
Department. With the adop-
tion of this innovative tech-
nology, there would be at least
15-20 percent saving of water
besides helping in effective
percolation of water ultimate-
ly improving the groundwater
level through proper recharg-

ing. This cost-effective tech-
nique would also cut down the
labour cost by nearly Rs 4,000
per acre. The State
Government has already
deployed 3,000 officers or offi-
cials of various departments,
including Agriculture,
Horticulture, Mandi Board,
and Water and Soil
Conservation to oversee the
DSR operations meticulously
for imparting proper technical
guidance to the farmers as well
as undertaking verification of
the area sown under this
advanced technology so as to
ensure that the payment of Rs
1500 per acre is only made to
the genuine beneficiaries.  

PNS n CHANDIGARH 

The Haryana government on
Wednesday suspended six officials of

the Urban Local Bodies Department in
two embezzlement cases. Directions for
registering FIRs against these officials have
also been issued.

Four years ago, two embezzlement
complaints were received against the offi-
cers on the CM Window, a grievance
redressal system, an official statement said.
It said a thorough investigation established
their involvement in the embezzlement

cases.  In 2017, a complaint was received
pertaining to the alleged inflated estimate
of Rs 5 lakh against the actual Rs 50,000
in respect of an earthwork in an unap-
proved area from Paladi Road to Mother's
Pride School in Nuh. The estimate had
been revised without the approval of the
competent authority. Hence, the payment
had been released in total disregard of rules
as the work was executed in an unapproved
area. An inquiry report by the deputy
commissioner of Nuh recommended
appropriate action against four officials -
- Jasmeer, Javed Hussain, Rajesh Dalal and

Lakhmi Chand Raghav. 
In 2018, another complaint was lodged

regarding discrepancies in inviting tenders
for the installation of street lights on the
main road in Bawani Khera city at an esti-
mated cost of Rs 99.73 lakh. The due
process of tendering was not followed, the
statement said. The matter was then
probed by the additional deputy com-
missioner, Bhiwani who reported that the
tender process was void ab initio.
Appropriate action was recommended
against two officers -- Pankaj Dhanda and
Parveen Kumar, it said.

Haryana government suspends six officials of Urban
Local Bodies Dept in embezzlement cases

PNS n CHANDIGARH

To reduce the mortality rate
in road accidents, Punjab

Transport Minister Laljit Singh
Bhullar on Wednesday direct-
ed all the road owning depart-
ments and agencies to complete
the rectification work of all
accidental black spots on the
state and national highways in
the state at the earliest.
Minister, reviewing the rectifi-
cation work on black spots
identified under Phase-I in
the state, informed that around
62 percent of rectification work
on black spots has been done
so far. Expressing deep concern
on remaining 149 accidental
black spots out of total 391
under Phase-I, he asked the
state Transport secretary Vikas
Garg to write letters to the road
owning departments and agen-
cies for early completion of the
work. 

The Minister informed
that under Phase-I, a total 391
black were identified in 14
police districts of Punjab, of
which rectification of 218 black
spots out of total 267, has
completed by NHAI with the
cost of around Rs 600 crore so
far, while progress for rectify-
ing remaining 49 black spots
was underway. Similarly, PWD
(B&R) has rectified 18 acci-
dental black spots out of total
84 black spots, while Local
Government and other
departments have rectified 20
black spots out of total 54
sites. During the meeting,
Bhullar also released the book
'Accident Black Spot
Identification and Rectification
Program' on various Highways
or Roads of Punjab-2021 by
PUNBUS under Phase-II, in
which total 407 accidental
black spots identified in 16
Police Districts of Punjab along
with their respective adminis-
trative districts has been pub-
lished for remedial actions.

Bhullar further informed
that NHAI has accepted 291
accidental black spots under

Phase-II, sent to them after
identification by the state of
Punjab, which would further
pave the way for early rectifi-
cation of these sites to reduce
the mortality rate in road acci-
dents in the state.

He said that apart from
state share, the rectification
work under phase-II on
National Highways would be
completed with around Rs 700
crore by NHAI.

The Minister said that 407
more black spots have been
identified under phase-II as per
the report submitted by SAFE
Society. Of which, 292 black
spots were identified on
National Highways, 96 black
spots are on State Highways,
ODR, MDR, nine black spot
are on village roads and 10
black spots are on municipal
roads. Appreciating the work of
NHAI and other road owning
departments such as PWD
(B&R), Local Govt and Punjab
Mandi Board, Transport
Minister urged them to recti-
fy all the black spots identifies
in Phase-II program because of
the fact that more than 65 per-
cent of road accidents and
fatalities occurs on National
and State Highways in the
State.

Punjab Transport Minister
orders to complete rectification
work of all accident black spots

Punjab to amend sports policy for honouring
sportspersons
Ludhiana: Admitting
flaws in Punjab's existing
sports policy, the state's
Sports Minister Gurmeet
Singh Meet Hayer on
Wednesday announced
to make amendments
and fix all flaws.  "The
existing sports policy has
several flaws due to
which Punjab has lagged
in sports at the national
level. Giving cash prizes
to winners of interna-
tional tournaments, such
as Thomas Cup and others, is sadly not part of our existing
sports policy. Soon, the sports policy would be amended and
all flaws would be fixed," said Hayer, who met Thomas Cup
winner and Ludhiana-resident Dhruv Kapila.  He said that
with the historical victory in Thomas Cup, Dhruv has not
only made Punjabis proud, but has also brought laurels to
the country.  Hayer also assured that the Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann would be meeting Dhruv in person soon.
"The previous governments developed sports stadiums in
Punjab, but failed to develop grounds. They even failed to
provide basic sports kits to our sportspersons. The Bhagwant
Mann-led Punjab Government would give special empha-
sis for development of sports at grassroots level so that we
can regain our lost glory," he said. PNS

Haryana Health Deptt to sign MoU with ESIC,
says Khattar
Chandigarh:  After meeting Union Labour and Employment
Minister Bhupender Yadav in New Delhi on Wednesday,
Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar on Wednesday
said that a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) will be
signed between the Haryana Health Department and
Employees' State Insurance Corporation (ESIC) for provid-
ing health facilities of civil hospitals to the workers of the
State.  Khattar informed that ESI hospital services are being
expanded in the direction of providing adequate medical
facilities to the workers in Haryana. He said that during the
meeting, in addition to discussions regarding the 500-bed
capacity ESI Hospital project to be set up in Gurugram,
detailed discussions were held regarding 5 other ESI hospi-
tals, nursing colleges and ESI dispensaries to be set up in the
state. He said that there will be an MOU between the Haryana
Health Department and the Employees' State Insurance
Corporation. Different types of data of workers will also be
shared. PNS

Aravali Safari Park to be given world-class
design and identity
Chandigarh: Haryana CM Manohar Lal Khattar on
Wednesday said that the Aravali Safari Park project will be
an important component towards the development of
Haryana as a tourist hub. The site and land have been iden-
tified for the establishment of the Aravali Safari Project.  To
give world-class identity and design to Aravali Safari, some
world-class safari parks established in different countries of
the world will also be visited.  On the occasion, Khattar said
that a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) will be signed
between the Haryana Health Department and Employees'
State Insurance Corporation (ESIC) for providing health facil-
ities of civil hospitals to the workers of the State. The meet-
ing was attended by Secretary, Ministry of Labour and
Employment Sunil Barthwal, Principal Secretary to the Chief
Minister V Umashankar, Principal Secretary, Tourism,
Haryana, MD Sinha, and others. PNS

Punjab Vigilance nabs ASI for taking bribe Rs.
40,000
Chandigarh: Punjab Vigilance Bureau on Wednesday
nabbed Charanjeet Singh, Assistant Sub Inspector (ASI) post-
ed at EOW wing, Jalandhar red handed accepting a bribe
of Rs 40,000. An official spokesperson of the State Vigilance
Bureau said the accused ASI was arrested on the complaint
of Mukesh Kumar of New Kitchlu Nagar, Ludhiana city. The
complainant has approached the VB and informed that the
accused ASI was demanding a bribe of Rs. one lakh to help
him in a police complaint case but the deal was struck at Rs.
40,000.  A vigilance team laid a trap and the accused ASI
Charanjeet Singh was arrested on the spot. PNS

Punjab police warns people of Whatsapp
fraudsters
Chandigarh: Punjab Police's State Cyber Crime Cell on
Wednesday issued an advisory for the people of the State ask-
ing them to be vigilant about messages demanding finan-
cial or administrative favours using fake WhatsApp IDs
impersonating as important Officers or Dignitaries. The
Cyber Crime Cell also asked the people to immediately report
the matter on a toll-free number '1930' if such a case comes
into their notice. "Two such cases, wherein fraudsters imper-
sonating VVIPs tried to defraud innocent people, have come
to the fore in less than a month," said Inspector General of
Police (IGP), State Cyber Crime, RK Jaiswal. Acting
promptly, two FIRs have been registered.  Jaiswal advised the
people to restrain from reacting on the basis of display pic-
ture or name on WhatsApp or social media profiles, using
suspicious websites (torrent, short-end URLs etc) that can
host malicious scripts and avoid giving confidential infor-
mation such as OTP, bank accounts, credit or debit cards,
or social security number to prevent themselves to get tricked
by spoofed or impersonated social media accounts. PNS

Punjab witnesses 30.45% increase in regis-
tration, stamp duty revenue
Chandigarh: Punjab Revenue, Rehabilitation, and Disaster
Management Department has registered a 30.45 percent
increase in the revenue during the month of April 2022 from
Registration and Stamp Duty as compared to the corre-
sponding period of the previous year. "The department has
collected over Rs 352.62 crore from registration and stamp
duty from April 1, to 30, 2022, which was recorded Rs 270.31
crore in the said period of the previous year," said the state
Revenue, Rehabilitation and Disaster Management Minister
Bram Shanker Jimpa on Wednesday.  He said that the growth
has been registered due to the State Government's citizen-
centric policies.PNS

PNS n SHIMLA

The Congress on
Wednesday appointed

new office bearers for its
Himachal Pradesh unit ahead
of the assembly elections slat-
ed later this year. The new
appointments include three
new senior vice presidents -
Thakur Singh Bharmouri,
Rangeela Ram Rao and
Adarsh Sood, as well as six
new vice presidents - Kishori
Lal, Jagjeevan Pal, Sohan Lal,
Karnesh Jung, Chiranjee Lal
and Mahinder Chauhan, a
statement said. 
The Congress chief has also
made 13 new general secre-
taries and 41 new secretaries.
The new general secretaries
are Bumber Thakur, Sanjay
Rattan, Atul Sharma, Yashwant
Chajta, Bawa Hardeep Singh,
Bhawani Pathania, Yaspal
Tanaik, Amit Pal Singh, Amit
Nanda, Anita Verma (Theog),
Ramesh Thakur, Surender
Sethi and Dharampal Singh
Pathania, the statement added.

Cong appoints
new office bearers
for its HP unit

BRIEFSGovt working with spirit
of Antyodaya: Khattar

PNS n CHANDIGARH

Stating that the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) -led State

government is working with
the spirit of Antyodaya,
Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar on
Wednesday said that a good
rapport has to be developed
with the common man and
benefit of all the policies of the
government have to reach the
needy person. “Our responsi-
bility is to remove the suffer-
ings of the common man by
taking inspiration and the
blessings of 'Lotus'. Party work-
ers should work with the spir-
it of Antyodaya to solve the
problems of the lowest rung of
the society,” Khattar added.

Addressing a gathering
after inaugurating 'Atal Kamal',
the district office of BJP in
Faridabad where he also
launched a booklet on the
completion of 8 years of Modi
government, Khattar said, “If
we help the needy on time,
then the party will also bene-
fit from it. 5 'Ks' are the most
needed for running any orga-
nization. These include
'karyalya', 'karyakarta', 'kosh',
'karyakram', and 'karyapadhi-
ti'. We are proud of all the

'karya' as well as 'Kamal'.
Taking this resolution, we have
decided to add the word
'Kamal' to the name of the
party office to be set up in all
22 districts of the state.”

He congratulated the
workers for getting the office
ready in time. “We will take the
achievements of the party to
the people. 

A thirsty person goes to the
well, this is a saying, but we will
take the well to the thirsty. We
will also give the benefit of
Ayushman Bharat to the fam-
ily having an annual income of
less than Rs.  1,80,000, “ he
added.

Khattar said that under
this scheme ten lakh new fam-
ilies would get the benefit of
BPL schemes. In schemes like
Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti
Bima Yojana and Sadak
Suraksha Bima Yojana, half
the premium amount is given
by the central government, but
if needed, the state government
will also give half of it.

The Chief Minister said,
“We have announced a pension
of Rs. 2500 per month to the
patients in stage 3 and 4 of can-
cer and we will also give a pen-
sion of Rs. 2500 to Thalassemia
patients.”

Benefit of all schemes have to
reach needy person

Punjab CM launches DSR portal
to facilitate farmers

n Under Phase-I, a total
391 black were identified
in 14 police districts of
Punjab, of which
rectification of 218 black
spots out of total 267, has
completed by NHAI with
the cost of around Rs 600
crore so far, while progress
for rectifying remaining
49 black spots was
u n d e r w a

n PWD (B&R) has
rectified 18 accidental
black spots out of total 84
black spots, while Local
Government and other
departments have
rectified 20 black spots out
of total 54 sites.
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The Election Commission
(EC) has decided to act

against over 2,000 Registered
Unrecognised Political Parties
(RUPP) whose numbers saw a
300 per cent increase in the last
two decades with most coming
into existence just before Lok
Sabha or Assembly elections.
Saying it is placing the facts in
public domain so that the cit-
izens know the affairs of the
political parties, the EC said in
2019, of the 2354 RUPPs only
623 contested even as 87
RUPPs were found to be non-
existent on ground. Many
RUPPS do not comply to the
statutory requirements.
Alarmingly, the RUPPs com-
bined claimed Income Tax
exemption in the range of 100
crore to 608 crore. 

This is the first time that
the poll body has decided to act
against RUPPs for flouting
rules, including failure to fur-
nish a contribution report and
communicate any change in its
name, head office, office bear-
ers and address to the poll
panel. The EC said that it has
been reported that income tax

exemptions have been taken to
the tune of Rs 445 crores in
2018-19 by 199 RUPPs and Rs
608 crores in 2019-20 by 219
RUPPs. Of these, 66 RUPPS
have claimed income tax
exemption without submitting
contribution reports in Form
24A as mandated under section
29C of the Act.

In view of the fact that
there are 2174 RUPPs, which
have not submitted contribu-
tion reports, the list shall be
sent to the Department of
Revenue for taking all conse-
quential action as per the RP
Act 1951 read with the relevant
provisions of the Income Tax
Act, 1961 and other statuto-
ry/regulatory regime including
not granting exemption / with-
drawing exemption, if already
granted/ examining liability of
wrongly claiming exemption as
the case may be.

The poll body has directed
chief electoral officials of state
and union territories to put this
order on their websites for
compliance and for affording
an opportunity to anyone
aggrieved by above action.
"Action  to be initiated against
those receiving donations with-
out due statutory compliances.

Action initiated against three
registered unrecognized polit-
ical parties (RUPPs) reported
to be involved in Serious finan-
cial impropriety," the EC said
in a statement.

There are 87 RUPPs, whose
address of communication,
was statutorily required as reg-
istration requirement under
section 29A(4). Any change in
address was required to be
communicated to the EC under
section 29A(9), which they
have not complied. “These
RUPPs have been found to be
non-existent after a physical
verification carried out by the
respective Chief Electoral
Officers. The names of such
non-existent RUPPs shall be
deleted from the list and ben-
efits under the Symbols Order
(1968) withdrawn” the EC said.

As per data shared by the
poll body, of the 2354 RUPPs
over 92 per cent have not filed
their Contribution Report in
2019 to the poll body. 

The data showed that near-
ly 2056 RUPPs, which have
failed to furnish Annual Audit
Account of the (5) concerned
financial year, are indicative of
gaps in vital financial infor-
mation including bank

account, PAN, authorized sig-
natories pertaining to those
RUPPs, statement of assets and
liabilities, contributions
received, details of donors and
expenditure.

“Any RUPP aggrieved by
any action may approach con-
cerned CEO  with full facts
within 30 days of the issue of
this direction with all evi-
dences inter-alia including
proof of existence, other legal
and regulatory compliances
made till now such as submis-
sion of year wise annual audit-
ed accounts, contribution
report, expenditure report, if
any, updation of office bearers
including authorized signato-
ries for financial transactions
including bank account) and
operations under the Symbols
Order 1968,” the EC said.

The poll body further said
that 100 RUPPs, which have
failed to furnish Election
Expenditure Statements after
the contest of election(s), have
violated the directions of
Election Commission. They
may approach concerned CEO
with full facts within 30 days of
the issue of this direction for
remedial action, if any, to avoid
any consequential action.
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has reg-

istered a money laundering
case against Congress MP Karti
Chidambaram and others in
connection with the visas-for-
bribery scam entailing irregu-
lar issuance of visas to 263
Chinese nationals in 2011
when his father P
Chidambaram was the Union
Home Minister.

The ED has filed the case
under the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) tak-
ing cognisance of a recent CBI
case related to the scam.

The case pertains to alle-
gations of Rs 50 lakh being paid
as kickbacks to Karti and his
close associate and Chartered
Accountant S Bhaskararaman
by a top executive of Vedanta
Group company Talwandi Sabo
Power Ltd. (TSPL), which was
setting up a power plant in
Punjab, according to the CBI
FIR.The CBI had raided the
premises of the Chidambaram
family and arrested
Bhaskararaman last week, even
as Karti is likely to depose
before it on Thursday.

This is the third money
laundering case against Karti
with the INX Media and

Aircel-Maxis cases being
probed by the agency for the
last few years.

The ED will probe the
possible "proceeds of crime"
that could have been generat-
ed due to the alleged illegal
activity in the visa case and
once prima facie evidence is
gathered, it can attach those
assets, they said.The accused
persons in the case will be
questioned as part of the inves-
tigation, they further said.

Karti, 50, has denied all the
allegations. In a statement post-
ed on his Twitter handle on
Tuesday, he said "if this is not
harassment, not a witch hunt,
then what is."  Meanwhile,
Karti has been summoned by
the CBI for questioning on
Thursday in connection with
visa scam. He has been asked
to join the probe within 16
hours after he returned from
Britain. 
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has arrest-

ed Ashok Kumar Mittal,
Director of Karnal-based
Mahesh Timber Pvt. Ltd. in a
bank fraud case under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) for
diverting funds to Singapore
through fake imports, causing
a loss of Rs 155 crore to the
bank.

The ED initiated money
laundering investigation on
the basis of an FIR registered by
the CBI here for criminal con-
spiracy, cheating, forgery and
criminal misconduct of a pub-
lic servant against the accused
firm, its directors and others.

“Ashok Kumar Mittal is
the key director of Mahesh

Timber Pvt. Ltd. who alleged-
ly connived with the bank offi-
cials and fraudulently got Letter
of Credit limits enhanced from
Rs 21 crore to Rs 195 crore,
which were diverted to his
Singapore based entities on
account of fake imports. The
accused firm and its directors
caused overall wrongful loss to
the bank to the tune of Rs 155
crore and wrongful gains to
themselves in this manner,”
the ED said in a statement.

Mittal was non-cooperative
during the investigation and
withheld relevant information
apart from misleading the
investigation. After the arrest,
he was produced before the
Special Court, Panchkula,
Haryana on Tuesday and has
been remanded to ED custody
for four days, the agency added.
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In an effort to further strengthen ties in
the maritime domain, the four-day

third edition of Indian Navy-Bangladesh
Navy bilateral exercise “Bongosagar” is
now on in Bangladesh.

Giving details of the exercise, navy offi-
cials said here on Wednesday, the drill
commenced at Port Mongla, Bangladesh
on Tuesday. The harbour phase of exercise
is scheduled for two days followed by a sea
phase in the northern Bay of Bengal from
Thursday.  

Exercise ‘Bongosagar’ is aimed at
developing a high degree of interoperability
and joint operational skills through the
conduct of a wide spectrum of maritime
exercises and operations between the two
navies.  

Indian naval ships Kora, an indige-
nously built guided missile corvette, and
Sumedha, an indigenously built offshore
patrol vessel, are participating in the
Exercise. The Bangladesh Navy is being
represented by Abu Ubaidah and Ali
Haider, both guided missile frigates. 

The harbour phase of the exercise
includes professional and social interac-

tions, and friendly sporting fixtures, in
addition to the tactical level planning dis-
cussions on the conduct of the exercises
at sea.

The sea phase of the exercise would

facilitate ships from both the navies to par-
ticipate in intensive surface warfare drills,
weapon firing drills, seamanship evolutions
and coordinated air operations in a tacti-
cal scenario.
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The Centre on Wednesday
told the Supreme Court

that a committee chaired by the
Chief Justice of India had held
a meeting on April 20 in which
the question regarding the
tenure of 23 members of the
National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) has been
deliberated upon. Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta, appear-
ing for the Centre, told a vaca-
tion bench of Justices DY
Chandrachud and Bela M
Trivedi that the committee,
which also comprises apex
court judge Justice Surya Kant
and Secretary of the Ministry
of Corporate Affairs, is seized
of the issue and the next meet-
ing is likely to be held within a
week or 10 days. 

Mehta said the committee
had considered all aspects of
the matter, including verifica-

tion reports of character and
antecedents, which are consid-
ered to be one of the important
factors for the assessment of the
suitability of the 23 members
for extension of their term of
office keeping in view the sen-

sitive nature of their duties. 
“Now, I am given to under-

stand that the next meeting is
scheduled in a week or 10 days,”
he said while requesting the top
court to hear the matter on
June 15. Mehta said the next
retirement of one of the NCLT
members is on June 20. The
bench was hearing a plea that
has raised issues about the
tenure of the members of the
tribunal.    

The apex court noted the
submissions of senior advocate

Maninder Singh, who appeared
for the petitioner and submit-
ted that term of all the mem-
bers of the 2019 batch would
come to an end on July 3, 2022,
though the term should legit-
imately be for a period of five
years. 

“List the proceedings on
June 15, 2022,” the bench said,
adding, “We request the
Solicitor General to appraise
the court of the developments
which have taken place in the
meantime.”
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The Delhi High Court on
Wednesday sought the

stand of the Central
Government on a petition to
regulate online gaming and
stop the games that are not
games of skills but chance. 

A bench of Acting Chief
Justice Vipin Sanghi and Justice
Sachin Datta issued notice on
the petition by lawyer Atul
Batra who said in his plea that
his concern was that online
games of chance are promoted
as games of skill and that online
gambling is as bad as any sub-
stance addiction.  Noting that
betting and gambling is a State
subject, the court asked the

petitioner to implead the Delhi
Government as a party to the
petition.  Central government
counsel said that various min-
istries are deliberating on the
issue, which concerns a State
subject, and the Centre, there-
fore, cannot legislate upon it
without the consent of the
State.  In the petition, the peti-
tioner stated that if online gam-
bling and betting are not regu-
lated, it is likely to cause
immense damage to the society
at large as youngsters with
impressionable minds can fall
prey to such games, which will
have an adverse effect on their
personal and professional life. 

The petitioner sought
appropriate action against an
entity offering an online crick-

et game involving money on its
website and prima facie pro-
moting a game of chance. 

The petitioner said that
under the Information and
Technology Act, the Centre is

empowered to issue appropri-
ate instructions to ban the
operation of illegal gambling
online websites.  The matter
would be heard next on
November 16.
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Some antiviral medications
might have the potential to

shorten symptoms of mon-
keypox and reduce the amount
of time a patient is contagious,
according to a study of seven
patients  diagnosed with the
rare viral disease in the UK
between 2018 and 2021.  

The cases analysed in the
study, published on Tuesday in
The Lancet Infectious Diseases
journal, represent the first
instances of in-hospital trans-
mission and household trans-
mission outside of Africa.

The research also report-
ed the patient response to the
first off-label use of two dif-
ferent antiviral medications --
brincidofovir and tecovirimat

-- to treat the disease.
The study found little evi-

dence that brincidofovir was of
clinical benefit but concluded
that further research into the
potential of tecovirimat would
be warranted.

The researchers also report
detection of monkeypox virus
in blood and throat swabs.

As optimum infection
control and treatment strategies
for this disease are not yet
established, data from the study
could help inform global efforts
to further understand the clin-
ical features of the disease as
well as transmission dynamics,
they said.

"As public health officials
are trying to understand what
is causing the May 2022 mon-
keypox outbreaks in Europe
and North America -- which

have affected several patients
who reported neither travel nor
an identified link to a previ-
ously known case — our study
offers some of the first insights
into the use of antivirals for the
treatment of monkeypox in
humans," said Hugh Adler of
the Liverpool University
Hospitals NHS Foundation
Trust, UK.

"Although this latest out-
break has affected more

patients than we had previously
encountered in the UK, his-
torically monkeypox has not
transmitted very efficiently
between people, and overall the
risk to public health is low,"
Adler, lead author on the paper,
said.  With international trav-
el returning to pre-pandemic
levels, public health officials
and healthcare workers around
the world must remain vigilant
to the possibility of new cases

of monkeypox, said Nick Price
of Guy's & St Thomas' NHS
Foundation Trust, senior
author on the paper.

Of the seven UK mon-
keypox cases analysed in the
study, four were imported from
West Africa with three further
cases occurring due to human-
to-human transmission within
the case clusters.

Monkeypox, a close rela-
tive of the smallpox virus, is a
rare disease classified as a High
Consequence Infectious
Disease (HCID) by the UK
Health Security Agency.

There are currently no
licensed treatments for mon-
keypox and there is limited
data on the duration of its con-
tagiousness, with the incuba-
tion period ranging from five
to 21 days.
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Following a demand from
activists, the Union Health

Ministry has increased the
financial support from 20
lakh to 50 lakh for treatment
of patients suffering from
rare diseases under the
umbrella scheme of Rashtriya
Arogya Nidhi (RAN).

“Beneficiaries for such
financial assistance would not
be limited to BPL families, but
extended to about 40% of
the population, who are eli-
gible as per norms of the
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana, their treatment in
Government tertiary hospitals
only," as per the official state-

ment of the Health Ministry.
The RAN was set up to

provide financial assistance to
patients, living below the
poverty line and who are suf-
fering from major life threat-
ening diseases, to receive
medical treatment at any of
the super special ity
Hospitals/Institutes or other
Government hospitals. 

The financial assistance to
such patients is released in the
form of a 'one-time grant',
which is released to the
Medical Superintendent of
the Hospital in which the
treatment has been received.

The Government had in
May last year approved the
National Policy for Rare
Diseases 2021, aiming to

lower the high cost of treating
rare diseases in India..

Activists like Saurabh
Singh, co-founder-director of
Rare Disease India
Foundation (RDIF), have
been pointing out the need for
higher funds for the sector.

He had been urging the
Government to address the
gaps in providing life-saving
treatment to those requiring
it. Singh has suggested that
the annual budgetary alloca-
tion of Rs. 25 crore under the
RAN for 2021-22 that has not
been spent could be immedi-
ately used to treat patients
with diseases under Group (3)
such as Gaucher, Pompe,
Fabry disease and MPS I and
MPS II.
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Captain Abhilasha Barak has become
the first woman officer to join the

Army Aviation Corps as a Combat Aviator
or pilot.  Fifteen women officers had
expressed their desire to join Army
Aviation Corps but only two officers
were selected after Pilot Aptitude Battery
Test and Medical examination.

Giving details of the momentous
achievement, the Additional Directorate
General of Public Information, defence
ministry on Wednesday described it as a
“Golden Letter Day” in the history of the
Indian Army Aviation Corps. 

It flies Chetak, Cheetah and Dhruv
helicopters and forms the life line for
troops guarding the Siachen glacier and
other inaccessible forward posts along the
Indian borders.  The helicopters are used
for reconnaissance besides medical evac-
uation and disaster relief.

Upon successful completion of her
training, Captain Barak was awarded the
Coveted Wings along with 36 Army
pilots, the directorate post said. The post,
shared on Instagram, also features a set of
pictures from the ceremony.

It said "Golden letter day in the his-
tory of Indian Army aviation. Captain
Abhilasha Barak becomes the first woman
officer to join Army Aviation Corps as
Combat Aviator after successful comple-
tion of training."

"Captain Abhilasha Barak has been
awarded the Coveted Wings along with 36
Army Pilots by Director General and
Colonel Commandant Army Aviation.
Young Aviators are now ready to spread
their wings in Combat Aviation
Squadrons," it read. The Army Aviation
wing of the Royal Air Force(RAF) in India
came into being took place in 1942.  In
August 1947 the first Indian Air
Observation Post-flight was raised.

The present day Army Aviation Corps
was established on November 1, 1986. It
was “immediately inducted into Operation
Pawan,” which has been described as a
“crucial test” for the Corps that had been
newly formed.  It was the first major par-
ticipation by the Corps in the Indian Peace
Keeping Force(IPKF)operations in Sri
Lanka.

At present, women are given the
responsibility of air traffic control and
ground duty in the Aviation Department.
Now Barak will take over the responsibil-
ity of the pilot.  The Corps candidates are
trained at the Combat Army Aviation
Training School, Nashik.  In June, last year,
for the first time, two women officers were
selected for helicopter pilot training. 

The IAF already has started inducting
women officers as fighter pilots and in
2018, Flying Officer Avani Chaturvedi
became the first Indian woman to fly a
fighter aircraft. 
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legislations towards securing
their own interests in plum
post-retirement roles (cur-
rently heading the Islamic
Military Counter-Terrorism
Coalition).

No one in Pakistan has
any doubts of the ‘establish-
ment’s’ (Pakistani military’s)
long and deep hands in all
sovereign decisions. The once
out-of-favour with the
Pakistani military, Nawaz
Sharif, had called the
Generals as ‘Khalai
Mukhlooq’ (aliens or the
invisible hand) as the ‘estab-
lishment’s’ hand in elevating
Imran Khan to power in
2018 was undeniable.
Obviously, as the beneficiary
of the Pakistani military’s
favour, Imran had dissed all
murmurs about the military’s
extra-constitutional abilities
as he probably assumed that
he’d be able to defang the
Generals over time — he
tried but failed miserably.

Ultimately, a desperately
struggling Imran struggled to
nuance the military’s claimed
apolitical and neutral stand
when the tables turned, and
he had become an outsized
nuisance for the Generals.
Facing a no-confidence vote,
Imran had invoked a stinging
appeal for support by saying,
“Allah did not allow us to be

neutrals as only animals are
neutrals!” Clearly, the
Generals were not amused
and they remained ‘neutral’ to
Imran’s extreme discomfi-
ture. Soon the dejected and
ejected Imran was left
lamenting, “Neutrals weren’t
actually neutral.” Today, as the
vainglorious Imran replots
his journey back to political
relevance, he is left hoping in
sarcasm, “I also say to my
Army that you said you are
neutral, so now remain neu-
tral.” Deep down, Imran
would know better of the shift
in tide and circumstances of
his equation with these so-
called ‘neutrals’.

Meanwhile, in a curious
closing of the loop, it is the
Sharif family (deposed and
hounded out of Pakistan in
the 1999 military coup d’état)
that is singing hosanas of the
Pakistani military’s ‘neutral-
ity’!

Tellingly, no Pakistani
Prime Minister has ever com-
pleted his/her tenure and
almost all were tripped
through extra-constitutional
or judicial intervention that
invariably could be traced
back to the shadowy Generals
at the Rawalpindi Military
General Headquarters
(GHQ). Only three Prime
Ministers were able to go

beyond the four-year mark.
The fissures in each case
were triggered by political
efforts to undermine or
diminish the Pakistani
Military — in Imran’s case, his
grandstanding in delaying
the transfer of his preferred
spy chief ie, then DG of ISI,
General Faiz Hameed, was
tantamount to crossing the
traditional ‘red lines’ of non-
interference in certain mat-
ters. Imran could no longer
be trusted to walk the line of
the ‘establishment’s’ formula
for Pakistani governance, and
thus had to be removed.

Today, the Pakistani mil-
itary has further denied any
imminent threat to national
security or the alarmist ‘inter-
national conspiracy’. Making
it worse for Imran is the
careful recalibration of the
Sharif-Bhutto combine
towards the Generals, and the
deliberate assertion by the
Pakistani military spokesper-
son that General Bajwa seeks
no further extension ===
both moves deflate Imran’s
expected aspersions and stri-
dency against the ‘neutrals’.
Somewhere along the line,
Imran had managed to create
a dangerous divide within the
ironclad ‘establishment’ with
purported factionalism
between a General Bajwa and
a possible faction led by
Imran’s politically
beholden/preferred, Lt Gen
Faiz Hameed. This was
unprecedentedly and unex-
pectedly brazen interference
into the insular affairs of the
Pakistani military, even by the
standards of the hugely ego-
tistical Imran. For now, the
possible succession of Lt Gen
Faiz Hameed as the Pakistani
military chief has been check-
mated, as has been the pos-
sibilities of a civilian dispen-
sation attempting to usurp
the powers of the incorrigible
Generals.

(The writer, a military
veteran, is a former Lt
Governor of Andaman &
Nicobar Islands and
Puducherry. The views
expressed are personal.)
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Sir — While India has joined the Indo-
Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF), a
forum to enhance cooperation among 13
countries in areas such as clean energy,
supply chain resilience, decarbonisation,
digital trade and infrastructure, it is seen
as a counter to the RCEP, from which
India has stayed away. At a time when
every country is trying to secure its own
economic interests, India must be wary
that all IPEF members except India and
the US are part of the China-backed trad-
ing agreement, the Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership
(RCEP) and yet have chosen to be a part
of the US-led initiative. 

The dream of a win-win situation for
all members can only be realised if this
framework provides a level playing field.
Otherwise, it will become only a tool for
the assertion of America’s hegemony
considering the fact that the latter’s pre-
vious initiatives like Blue Dot Network and
Build Back Better Initiatives had made lit-
tle headway towards changing the region’s
infrastructural needs. India has a
favourable balance of trade with the US,
about $33 billion of trade surplus from
January to December 2021, the exports to
America were  valued at more than $73
billion, way above imports worth around
$40 billion.

Vijay Singh Adhikari | Nainital
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Sir — The Union Government’s decision
to reduce the taxes on petrol and diesel to
curtail the inflation rate is strategic in
nature. The cost of movement of goods
and people directly adds to the cost esca-
lation of every product and it has come to
a point where the “consumption” factor
gets a hit and demand automatically
goes for a nosedive under compulsion. It,
therefore, leads to excess supply pushing
the graph further down to hit the bottom
of the line, drastically affecting the econ-
omy in the long run. This price reduction
and correction process was supposed 

to be taken up much earlier by 
the Government.

Taxing corporations and companies
drives them away to another country,
resulting in more job losses, reduction in
IT revenues, more NPAs from failed busi-
nesses, and so on. While the rich must be
taxed more heavily than they are now,
middle income groups need to pay up
their fair share. The cess collected by the
Union Government is used to pay back the
loans borrowed by State Governments on
account of the GST revenue deficit to com-
bat the COVID-19 pandemic. When
people didn’t have objection to collecting
doles, they shouldn’t object to paying their
taxes either.

CK Subramaniam | Navi Mumbai
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Sir — The current situation of disgruntled
communal elements trying to dig and
explore mosques like Gyanvapi Masjid,
saying Hindu temples existed under such
structures, encouraged by politically-
affiliated religious groups, has stemmed
from the manner in which the Babri

Masjid was allowed to be demolished and
the Supreme Court’s verdict to hand over
the disputed site in Ayodhya to the
Hindu claimants. It is also a blunder and
flagrant violation of the law by the hon-
ourable courts by repeatedly entertaining
such claims which are in contravention to
the ’Places of Worship (Special Provisions)
Act,1991’.

It is an open secret that such moves
are encouraged by the powers that be with
a motive to reap political benefits. It is time
the Supreme Court intervened, put an end
to this menace and upheld the spirit of the
Places of Worship Act and preserve com-
munal peace. If this is not done urgently,
India will have to lose its great name as a
land of great values and heritage. Further,
any more demolitions similar to that of the
Babri Masjid would confirm that we too
are a bunch of barbarians, like those who
are said to have demolished other religious
structures.

Tharcius S Fernando  | Chennai
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The Pakistani Army’s
complicated relation-
ship with democracy
started with its first

native chief, Gen Ayub Khan.
Ayub’s selection baptised the
‘institution’ with the political
culture of out-of-turn nomina-
tion to the Chief of Pakistani
Army Staff for posterity (Ayub
was the junior-most Maj Gen in
the Pakistani Army and his
name was not even in the first
consideration list). Soon the
ambitious General took over the
formal reins from the civilian
politicians and promulgated the
creatively deceptive concept of
‘Basic Democracy’ — a farcical
system legitimising his iron-fist-
ed dictatorship whilst providing
a semblance of democracy. A
similarly out-of-turn and osten-
sibly pliant General Zia-ul-Haq
was to repeat the Ayub feat by
deposing the civilian
Government of Zulfiqar Ali
Bhutto.

The even more unhinged
dictator in General Zia imme-
diately promised a restoration to
democracy after taking over,
“My sole aim is to organise free
and fair elections”, and within
months shifted his stance to ‘ret-
ribution first, elections later’ —
he stayed on for the next 11
years till he died in a mysteri-
ous plane crash. In 1999, yet
another out-of-turn and sup-
posedly ‘safe’ Gen Pervez
Musharraf grabbed power in a
coup d’état and promised ‘true
democracy’ which he claimed
wouldn’t be the “evil of sham
democracy” but he, too, hung
around for another nine years!

Much wisdom has dawned
on the subsequent Pakistani
Army Chiefs like Pervez Kayani,
Raheel Sharif and, most recent-
ly, Qamar Javed Bajwa. All of
them have preferred a more dis-
creet, ‘democratic’ and highly
effective way of running the
show, without attracting inter-
national opprobrium. They have
effectively ‘chosen’ civilian
Governments as per their top-
ical interests, extended their
terms unilaterally to six-year
terms (Pervez Kayani and
Qamar Bajwa) or, like Gen
Raheel Sharif, managed to twist
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sophisticated nature of the attacks
carried out by the Tehreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and its affil-
iates. The TTP aims to establish an
Islamic Emirate of Pakistan, very
similar to what the Taliban did in
Afghanistan. TTP recruits are pri-
marily from the Afghanistan-
Pakistan border, and thus it has
sympathies with the BLA. However,
a catch is that the TTP swears its
allegiance to the Afghan Taliban
and is backed by Al Qaeda. This
makes TTP a dicey player between
BLA and the Pakistan forces. 

Interestingly, is it possible
that TTP’s leader Noor Wali
Mehsud has allied with the Baloch
rebels? Till now, independent
acts have been carried out by TTP
(North-West of Pakistan) and
BLA (South of Pakistan).
However, that might not be the
case any longer. From a Pakistani
perspective, the Afghan Taliban’s
takeover might have driven out
the US and posed severe issues for
its allies, yet, the Taliban’s aspira-
tions and capabilities to function
independently of Rawalpindi can-
not be ruled out. There have
been statements from the Taliban
“ministers” seeking an indepen-
dent role in its ‘national’ and
regional affairs. Moreover,the
Taliban might have the revenge
objectives of post 9/11 develop-
ments wherein Pakistan cleverly
helped the U.S. crush the Taliban.
One might assume that the
Taliban has been going slow to
oppress TTP’s rearming and a
resurgence for the reasons men-
tioned above, apart from forging
alliances with Baloch rebels. 

If one can recall, in the early
2010s, the Tehrik-e-Taliban
Balochistan (TTB) emerged on
TTP lines. TTB aspired for the
complete exit of foreigners from
Baluchistan apart from fighting
the Pakistani security forces and

law enforcement agencies to con-
vert Pakistan into a battlefield.
The organisation recruited indige-
nous fighting units and foreign
fighters primarily of the Afghan-
Pashtun tribes. However, the
Baloch are traditionalists and not
fundamentalists, and hence the
assumptions and possibilities of
TTP and BLA finding conver-
gences for their operational syn-
ergies is a strong possibility. The
‘Azadi Brigade’ can also be joined
by the ISKP (Islamic State -
Khorasan Province), proving fur-
ther detrimental to Pakistan’s
interests. 

Although the intensity and the
number of attacks against the
Pakistani military establishments
increased after the US exit from
Afghanistan, the recent extension
of the ceasefire between TTP and
Pakistan, mediated through the
Afghan Taliban and the Haqqani
network, reminds us of 2020 when
in a surprising move the truce and
subsequent mergers between TTP
with its splinter groups and rivals
moderated by the Al-Qaida.
Important groups which merged
with TTP were a faction of the sec-
tarian group Lashkar-e-Jhangvi
(LeJ) and the splinter groups of
TTP- Hakimullah Mehsud fac-
tion, Jama’atul-Ahrar (JuA), and its
sub-splinter Hizbul-Ahrar
(HuA).The mergers gave a predom-
inant position to the TTP, which
equalled the Afghan Taliban’s posi-
tion in Kabul. Despite ideational
and strategic divergences, the cease-
fire raises essential questions.
Rawalpindi might be trying to
establish another regional Sunni
proxy terror alliance in Balochistan
with Jaish ul-Adl,first to suppress
the Baloch movement and second
to revive the Iranian Jundullah
organisation while creating instabil-
ity in Sistan and Balochistan
province.Pakistan would want the

‘destructive forces’to be diverted
elsewhere. 

Whether the BLA fights along
with the TTP or Pakistan and
finally succeeds in creating instabil-
ities, the Chinese CPEC is bound
to be in the doldrums for violence
plays an essential role in the region.
A pertinent question is whether
Pakistan is playing the same game
with China as it played with the U.S.
in Afghanistan? By attracting the
Chinese money and infrastructure
toBalochistan and Iran; encourag-
ing Iran to remain isolated while
simultaneously attempting to bring
the extremist group under a single
umbrella to launch offensive actions
against Baloch citizens, groups, as
well as Iranian Baluchistan, does it
not hint at the same methodology
as it adopted in the last decade for
ousting the US? If the violence
between factions intensifies, the
Chinese Projects andits citizens will
be affected. In an extreme case,
would not the Chinese be forced to
abandon theirprojects the same way
the U.S. and the NATO forces
were forced to leave their airbases? 

Pakistan’s major foreign and
security policy flaw has primarily
been an anti-India approach.
Viewing the mushrooming of the
Jihadist organisation from this lens,
it has only aimed to receive aid from
either of the powers while simulta-
neously trying to destabilise India.
Soon, Islamabad would be a victim
of its homegrown terror and might
enlist as a nation that dug its own
grave. Joseph Nye once stated,
“Important political leaders never
just followed their interests - they
were concerned about the interests
of their people”. Islamabad has
never produced a leader of that
kind.With more chaos, terror, exter-
nal loans and inflation, it would not
be wrong to predict that ‘Azad
Balochistan’ would see the light of
the day very soon.
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(The writer is an
Assistant Professor at
Central University of

Punjab, Bathinda. 
The views expressed 

are personal.)

The Centre for Monitoring
Indian Economy (CMIE)
says that though the GDP

has bounced back post-Covid,
its biggest impact has been on
employment. Employment
reached only 40.18 crores in
2021-22 as against 40.89 crores
in 2019-20. Unemployment
which was 3.29 crore in 2019-
20 reached 3.33 crore in 2021-
22 — an increase of only 4 lakhs.

The CMIE concludes that
though the decrease in employ-
ment has been nearly 7 million
i.e. 70 lakh, the increase of
unemployment is only 4 lakh,
indicating that the people who
got unemployed during this
period have given up hope of
employment and they are now
out of the race for employment.

It’s notable that for some
time, due to some reasons, the
employment related data in the

country is not being published
by the National Sample Survey
Organization (NSSO). It is nat-
ural that in the absence of offi-
cial figures, the figures of insti-
tutions like CMIE get space in
the media. However, their cred-
ibility is questionable.

The Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA)
guarantees at least 100 days of
employment in every financial
year to every rural unemployed.
So, when people are unem-
ployed, they are entitled to get
100 days of employment under
MGNREGA. In such a situa-
tion, even if a person is getting
casual employment anywhere
and if he remains unemployed
for 100 or less days, then he can
seek employment under 
‘MGNREGA’.

This logically means that if

unemployment rises, the
demand for MNREGA will also
increase. For example, in 2020-
21 due to lockdown in cities and
decline in economic activities,
employment decreased and
people migrated to villages,
then in those days the number
of ‘MGNREGA’ beneficiaries
increased to 7 crores from

merely 5 crores before the 
lockdown.

Interestingly, the period
(2021-22) for which the CMIE
report is talking about a rise in
unemployment, demand for
MGNREGA employment was
actually 6.55 percent less than
the previous year. That is, it can
be said that during the Corona
period, people who had migrat-
ed to the villages had got
employment back in the urban
areas. In this sequence, if we
look at the figures of April
2022, it is found that in April
2021, 2.62 crore people had
sought work under ‘MNREGA’,
whereas in April 2022, only 2.33
crore people sought work under
MGNREGA, that is, a decline of
11.15 percent. Analysts believe
that the fall in demand for
employment under MGNRE-
GA is due to increased employ-

ment in urban areas. This fig-
ure is in stark contrast to the
report published by CMIE,
which says that people have
moved out of the labour force,
giving up the hope of employ-
ment due to the loss of employ-
ment opportunities. Instead of
giving its own value judgement
about unemployment, CMIE
should have taken note of the
MGNREGA figures to arrive at
a conclusion.

The CMIE report states
that even if 7.5 percent GDP
growth is achieved in 2022-23,
the unemployment rate will
increase rather than going
down. For this they talk of
employment elasticity with
respect to GDP. But we have to
understand that the recovery
after Covid in the economy is
not a normal recovery. This
recovery accompanies some

fundamental changes in the
Indian economy. All indicators
of the economy are pointing
towards these changes.

Significantly, in the last
quarter of the last financial
year (2021-22), the monthly
average of GST collection was
1.42 lakh crore. The unprece-
dented GST collection of �1.68
lakh crore in the first month of
this financial year (April 2022),
is definitely pointing towards an
upsurge in the economy. In
March 2022, 7.7 crore e-way
bills were generated, 13 per cent
more than 6.8 crore e-way bills
generated in February 2022.
This clearly shows a sharp
recovery in the economy. 

Significantly, due to the
shortage of semiconductors in
the country, many of our indus-
tries including automobile, elec-
tronics, telecom have been

affected. Despite that, rising
GST revenue is indicating an
uptick in manufacturing in the
economy. It is true that imports
have also increased during this
period, due to which the rev-
enue of GST has increased, but
where the revenue of GST has
reached �1.68 lakh crore, the
share of import GST in this rev-
enue is �36705 crore, which is
greater than import GST of
March 2021 by 5608 crores
only. It’s notable that import
GST in March 2021 was �31097
crore. This implies that domes-
tic businesses have definitely
grown during this period,
resulting into this huge 
increase in GST.

The Government should
soon publish robust official
NSSO data and present the
correct picture of employment
in the country.
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(The writer is Professor,
PGDAV College, University

of Delhi. The views
expressed are personal.) 
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occupied province, making about
44% of the country’s total land area.
With a coastline of 770 kilometres,

Balochistan also shares borders with Iran
and Afghanistan, and 40% of the world’s
oil travels via Gwadar port, located near the
opening of the Strait of Hormuz. 

Pakistan’s display of unified national-
ism is met with ethno-nationalist opposi-
tion from Balochs, Pashtuns and Sindhis,
who have been protesting against their
political and economic marginalisation
since the formation of Pakistan.The
Punjab-centric planning and implementa-
tion of projects under China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC) have wors-
ened the conflict between the state and the
Azadi-seeking forces. A takeover of Gwadar
port and subsequent exclusion of the
Baloch firms, workers and fishermen
from Gwadar-linked CPEC projects, and
various developmental policies apart from
exploiting its natural resources have exac-
erbated pre-existing secessionist senti-
ments in Balochistan. Furthermore, the
Eastern route or alignment of the Chinese
Project connects Gwadar and Karachi
through the developed portions of Punjab
and Sind while leaving behind several dis-
tricts of Balochistan. The Baloch main-
stream parties have thus opposed the pro-
ject entirely and have called for complete
freedom.

Further, political discrimination against
the Shia Hazara community in Quetta has
also been a human rights issue. Shia
Hazaras are considered Iranian spies by
Sunni sectarians. Restrictive practices in
Rawalpindi are evident in the massacre of
Shia Hazaras and their lack of mention in
the national media. Nevertheless, East
Pakistan (Bangladesh) was the only region
to achieve liberation from all forms 
of tyranny. 

Today, the unification of various Baloch
rebel groups- Baloch Republican Army
(BRA), United Baloch Army, Baloch Raji
Ajoi Sangar (BRAS) to form a Baloch
National Army (BNA) or the ‘Azadi
brigade’ might result in the establishment
of a Baloch territory carved out from
Pakistan. If Rawalpindi increases its atroc-
ities, the Balochs might retaliate further by
calling all the Balochs in Iran, Pakistan and
Afghanistan to unite and form a ‘Greater
Balochistan’. The recent suicide bombing
of Shari Baloch calls for the attention of the
intensification of the freedom struggle in
Baluchistan. Severaldisgruntled Pakistani
factions have hailed Shari Baloch’s decision
to oppose the CPEC and Rawalpindi. On
social media sites like Twitter, Sindhi sep-
aratists have expressed their admiration for
her bravery. It is an indication thatthe
Baloch National Army would expand to
include Sindhi factions in the future.

Until now, the Baloch rebel groups’
classic modus operandi used improvised
explosive devices and hit-and-run attacks
apart from the protests. Suicide bombing
by Shari Baloch has commonalities with the
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Distraught families
gathered at a local
civic centre and
turned to social

media to mourn and to make
desperate pleas for help finding
missing children as the death
toll in a gruesome school shoot-
ing at a Texas elementary school
rose to at least 19 students and
two teachers. By nightfall,
names of those killed during

Tuesday's attack at Robb
Elementary School in the town
of Uvalde began to emerge. One
man at the civic centre walked
away sobbing into his phone
“she is gone”. On the backside of
the building, a woman stood by
herself, alternately crying and
yelling into her phone, shaking
her fist and stamping her feet.

Texas Department of Public
Safety Lt Christopher Olivarez
told CNN on Wednesday morn-
ing that all the dead were in the
same fourth-grade classroom,
where the shooter barricaded
himself and opened fire on the

children and teachers. Manny
Renfro said he got word Tuesday that
his grandson, 8-year-old Uziyah
Garcia, was among those killed.

“The sweetest little boy that I've
ever known,” Renfro said. “I'm not
just saying that because he was my
grandkid.”

Renfro said Uziyah last visited
him in San Angelo during spring
break. “We started throwing the
football together and I was teaching
him pass patterns. Such a fast little
boy and he could catch a ball so
good,” Renfro said. “There were cer-
tain plays that I would call that he
would remember and he would do
it exactly like we practiced.”

Fourth-grade teacher Eva
Mireles, 44, was remembered as a
loving mother and wife. “She was
adventurous. I would definitely say

those wonderful things about her.
She is definitely going to be very
missed,” said 34-year-old relative
Amber Ybarra, of San Antonio.

Ybarra prepared to give blood
for the wounded and pondered
how no one noticed trouble with the
shooter in time to stop him.

“To me, it's more about raising
mental health awareness,” said
Ybarra, a wellness coach who attend-
ed the elementary school where the
shooting happened. “Someone could
possibly have seen a dramatic change
before something like this hap-
pened.”

Lisa Garza, 54, of Arlington,
Texas, mourned the death of her
cousin, Xavier Javier Lopez, who had
been eagerly awaiting a summer of
swimming. “He was just a loving 10-
year-old little boy, just enjoying life,
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President Joe Biden delivered an
emotional call for new restrictions

on firearms after a gunman opened fire
at a Texas elementary school on
Tuesday. “When in God's name are we
going to stand up to the gun lobby?”
Biden said at the White House shortly
after returning from a five-day trip to
Asia that was bookended by tragedy.

With first lady Jill Biden standing
by his side in the Roosevelt Room,
Biden added, “I am sick and tired. We
have to act.”

At least 18 students were killed,
according to a state senator who said he
was briefed by law enforcement, in addi-
tion to a teacher.

Just two days before Biden left on
his trip, he met with victims' families
after a hate-motivated shooter killed 10
Black people at a grocery store in
Buffalo, New York. The back-to-back
tragedies served as sobering reminders
of the frequency and 
brutality of an American epidemic of
mass  gun violence. “These kinds of
mass shootings rarely happen anywhere
else in the world," Biden said. "Why?”
He directed that American flags be
flown at half-staff through sunset
Saturday in honor of the victims in
Texas. Vice President Kamala Harris
said earlier that people normally declare
in moments like this, “our hearts break
— but our hearts keep getting broken
... And our broken hearts are nothing
compared to the broken hearts of

those families.”
“We have to have the courage to

take action ... To ensure something like
this never happens again,” she said.
White House press secretary Karine
Jean-Pierre said Biden was briefed on
the shooting by deputy chief of staff Jen
O'Malley-Dillon and other members of
his senior team aboard Air Force One.

Shortly before landing in
Washington, Biden spoke with Texas
Gov. Greg Abbott from the presiden-
tial plane “to offer any and all assistance
he needs in the wake of the horrific
shooting in Uvalde, TX,” White House
communications director Kate
Bedingfield tweeted. 
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British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson on Wednesday

issued another apology over
partygate after top civil ser-
vant Sue Gray's damning
report into breaches of coro-
navirus lockdown rules at
Downing Street concluded
leadership fai lures were
behind a culture of rule-
breaking within UK govern-
ment offices.

Making a statement in
the House of Commons soon
after Gray's findings were
published, Johnson said he
took “full responsibility” for
everything that happened and
said all the senior manage-
ment has changed within
Downing Street since the time
of those rule-breaking parties
in 2020-2021. Amid jeers and
shouts from the Opposition
benches, the prime minister
insisted his statement is aimed
at setting out the context, not
to mitigate or excuse what
happened. “I am humbled
and I have learned a lesson...I
also want to say above all that
I take full responsibility for
everything that took place on
my watch,” said Johnson.

“Whatever the failing of
No. 10 [Downing Street] and
the Cabinet Office throughout
this difficult period and my
own, I continue to believe the
civil servants and advisers...
Are good, hard working peo-
ple motivated... To do the
very best for our country,” he
said. He went on to explain
how he thought it was “appro-
priate” to thank staff who
were leaving for the work
they had done, with reference
to a particular farewell drinks
party that was found to have
been in breach of COVID
rules. 
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China wants 10 small Pacific
nations to endorse a sweep-

ing agreement covering every-
thing from security to fisheries
in what one leader warns is a
“game-changing” bid by Beijing
to wrest control of the region.

A draft of the agreement
obtained by The Associated
Press shows that China wants to
train Pacific police officers, team
up on “traditional and non-tra-
ditional security" and expand
law enforcement cooperation.
China also wants to jointly
develop a marine plan for fish-
eries — which would include the
Pacific's lucrative tuna catch —
increase cooperation on running
the region's internet networks,
and set up cultural Confucius
Institutes and classrooms. China

also mentions the possibility of
setting up a free trade area with
the Pacific nations.

China's move comes as
Foreign Minister Wang Yi and
a 20-strong delegation begin a
visit to the region this week. 

Wang is visiting seven of the
countries he hopes will endorse
the “Common Development
Vision” — the Solomon Islands,
Kiribati, Samoa, Fiji, Tonga,
Vanuatu, and Papua New
Guinea.  Wang is also holding
virtual meetings with the other
three potential signatories — the
Cook Islands, Niue and the
Federated States of Micronesia.
He is hoping the countries will
endorse the pre-written agree-
ment as part of a joint commu-
nique after a scheduled May 30
meeting in Fiji he is holding with
the foreign ministers from each
of the 10 countries. 
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North Korea test-launched a
suspected intercontinental

ballistic missile and two short-
er-range weapons toward its
eastern waters on Wednesday,
South Korea said, hours after
President Joe Biden ended a
trip to Asia where he reaf-
firmed the US commitment to
defend its allies in the face of
the North's nuclear threat.

The suspected ICBM did-
n't fly its full range. But if con-
firmed, it would still be North
Korea's first test of an ICBM
system in about two months
amid stalled nuclear diploma-
cy with the United States. The
launch suggests North Korea is
determined to continue its
efforts to modernize its
weapons arsenal despite its
first COVID-19 outbreak,

which has caused outside wor-
ries about a humanitarian dis-
aster.

"North Korea's sustained
provocations can only result in
stronger and faster South
Korea-U.S. Combined deter-
rence and can only deepen
North Korea's international
isolation," the South Korean
government said in a statement
after an emergency security
meeting. 

Japanese Defense Minister
Nobuo Kishi called the launch-
es "an act of provocation and
absolutely impermissible." The
US Indo-Pacific Command
earlier said the missile launch-
es highlight "the destabilizing
impact of (North Korea's) illic-
it weapons program" though
they didn't pose an immediate
threat to US territory and its
allies. 
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Ferdinand Marcos Jr. Was
proclaimed the next presi-

dent of the Philippines by a joint
session of Congress on
Wednesday following a landslide
election triumph 36 years after
his dictator father was ousted in
a pro-democracy uprising.

The Senate and House of
Representatives also declared
that his separately elected vice
presidential running mate, Sara
Duterte, had won by a wide
margin. She is the daughter of
outgoing President Rodrigo
Duterte, whose turbulent six-
year term ends on June 30.

They will lead a nation bat-
tered by COVID-19 lockdowns,
crushing poverty, gaping
inequality, Muslim and com-
munist insurgencies, crime and
political divisions further

inflamed by the May 9 election.
Marcos Jr., a 64-year-old

former governor, congressman
and senator, has refused to
acknowledge or apologise for
massive human rights viola-
tions and plunder under his
father's strongman rule and has
defended his legacy.

When they take office,
Marcos Jr. And Sara Duterte will
likely face demands to prosecute
her father over thousands of
killings of mostly poor suspects
under his yearslong crackdown
on illegal drugs. The deaths are
currently under investigation

by the International Criminal
Court.

Marcos Jr. Received more
than 31 million votes and Sara
Duterte more than 32 million
out of more than 55 million
votes cast in the election. It was
the first majority presidential
victory in the Asian democracy
in decades.

During the campaign, they
avoided controversial issues and
focused on a call for national
unity, although their fathers'
presidencies opened some of the
most volatile divisions in the
country's history. Marcos Jr.
Appealed to be judged "not by
my ancestors, but by my
actions".

Sen. Imee Marcos, the pres-
ident-elect's sister, thanked those
who voted for her brother after
what she described as years of
humiliation.
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not knowing that this tragedy was going
to happen today,” she said. “He was very
bubbly, loved to dance with his brothers,
his mom. This has just taken a toll on all
of us.” She also lamented what she
described as lax gun laws.

“We should have more restrictions,
especially if these kids are not in their right
state of mind and all they want to do is just
hurt people, especially innocent children
going to the schools,” Garza said.

On social media, pictures of smiling
children were posted, their families beg-
ging for information. Classes had been
winding down for the year and each school
day had a theme. Tuesday's was Footloose
and Fancy. Students were supposed to wear
a nice outfit with fun or fancy shoes.

Adolfo Cruz, a 69-year-old air condi-
tioning repairman, remained outside the
school Tuesday night, waiting for word
about his 10-year-old great-granddaugh-
ter, Eliajha Cruz Torres, whose where-
abouts remained unknown to family.

Cruz drove to the scene after receiv-
ing a tearful and terrifying call from his
daughter shortly after the first reports that
an 18-year-old gunman had opened fire
at the school. 

While he waited outside the school
Tuesday night, his family was at the hos-
pital and civic centre waiting for any poten-
tial word on her condition. Çruz called the
waiting the heaviest moment of his life. “I
hope she is alive,” Cruz said. “They are
waiting for an update.”

Federico Torres waited for news about
his 10-year-old son Rogelio. He told
KHOU-TV that he was at work when he
learned about the shooting and rushed to
the school. “They sent us to the hospital,
to the civic centre, to the hospital and here
again, nothing, not even in San Antonio,"
Torres said. "They don't tell us anything,
only a photo, wait, hope that everything
is well.”
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The Russian rocket strikes
came early in the morning

in the eastern Ukrainian town
of Pokrovsk on Wednesday,
shaking buildings, jolting peo-
ple out of bed and sending
chunks of concrete and jagged
pieces of metal flying through
the air.

One of the two rockets left
a crater at least three metres
deep, remnants of the projec-
tile still smoldering as nearby
residents picked through the
debris of their homes, trying to
salvage whatever they could.

A row of low terraced
houses nearby suffered signif-
icant damage, with roofing
tiles blown off, door frames
ripped from the walls and
pieces of brick, concrete and
asphalt scattered on the
ground. Four civilians were
wounded, said Pavlo
Kyrylenko, head of the Donetsk
military administration.

At least one of them suf-
fered a head wound and was
ferried to the local hospital by
ambulance, blood seeping
through the bandages and
trickling down the side of his
neck.

The strikes in Pokrovsk
were among several over the
past two days that have hit
towns and villages as Russia
pressed forward in its offensive
in the Donbas, Ukraine's east-
ern industrial heartland.

"There's no place left to live
in, everything is smashed,"
said Viktoria Kurbonova, a
mother-of-two who lived in
one of the terraced houses.

The windows had been
blown out by an earlier strike
about a month ago, and they
had replaced them with plastic
sheeting. That, she said, prob-
ably saved their lives as at least
there was no glass flying
around.

She had been asleep when
the strike hit, just metres from
her house. "There was a really
big flash and a lot of dust,"
Kurbonova said, standing out-
side her home still in her paja-

mas, her legs and arms black-
ened by soot.

Her four-year-old son wan-
dered around, clutching a toy
train, while her two-year-old
daughter smiled in a stroller
nearby.

"I was reaching for my
child and I couldn't find him in
the dust," she said. The boy had
been sleeping in the same
room as her, while her daugh-
ter had been in the next room
with Kurbonova's mother. They
were all shaken, but none were
hurt.

Kyrylenko said Russian
strikes killed 12 civilians the
previous day in the Donetsk
region, and wounded another
10. Another strike on the city
of Kramatorsk, northeast of
Pokrovsk, hit a multi-story
building under construction,
damaging it and blowing out
windows in nearby buildings
but causing no casualties.

"Russians continue hitting
the cities that are away from the
front line," Kyrylenko said on
his Telegram channel. "They
would like to kill as many
civilians as possible and cause
panic. That is why the only
good choice is evacuation.
Evacuation saves lives."

The governor of the neigh-
bouring Luhansk region, Serhiy
Haidai, said at least six civilians
had been killed and eight
wounded over the past 24
hours in shelling in the town of
Sieverodonetsk, at the heart of
the Russian offensive in eastern
Ukraine.

Russian forces have been
attempting to encircle
Sieverodonetsk and cut off

Ukrainian forces there. Haidai
accused the Russians of delib-
erately targeting shelters where
civilians were hiding.

Moscow-backed separatists
have fought Ukrainian forces in
the Donbas for eight years and
hold large swaths of territory.

Sievierodonetsk and
neighbouring cities are the
only part of the Donbas'
Luhansk region still under
Ukrainian government con-
trol. 
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Chunks of thick, twisted
metal and wood splinters

lie among the swings and
slides in the playground out-
side a bombed-out school.
Some streets away, a yellow
bathtub dangles over the void
left when part of an apartment
building collapsed in a bomb-
ing.

The eastern Ukrainian
town of Bakhmut has been
coming under increasing
bombardment in Russia's war,
particularly over the last week,
local officials and residents say,
as Russian forces try to press
forward in an effort to encir-
cle and capture the key city of
Sieverodonetsk to the north-
east.

Moscow-backed sepa-
ratists have fought Ukrainian
forces in the Donbas for eight
years and hold large swaths of
territory. Sieverodonetsk and
neighboring cities are the only
part of the Donbas' Luhansk
region still under Ukrainian
government control.

Most of Bakhmut's popu-
lation has already fled, and
more are leaving every day.
Evacuation minibuses run
mainly by volunteers shuttle
back and forth, sometimes
even during bombardments, to
get people out.

"Now it's a question of sav-
ing the children," said Olga
Hordiyenko, 51, as she stood
in a playground on Tuesday
near her apartment building.
"The Russians are shelling us,

so there's this burning issue to
get the children out of here." 

Ignoring the repeated
background sounds of
shelling, her three grandchil-
dren, girls ages 7, 9 and 11,
focused on learning dance
moves from a video on their
mother's mobile phone. 

Hordiyenko and her
daughter Anna Dyachenko,
28, wanted to leave on Tuesday
but there was no room on the
bus for them, they said.
Instead, they would be leaving
on Wednesday, heading to
western Ukraine initially and
then abroad to relatives.

"People say it's time to go,
and we're happy to leave,"
Dyachenko said. But they still
fear they will have nothing to
come home to once the war is
over. 

"Here we have our apart-
ment, our house," she said.
"Everything will be smashed
and destroyed."

With a pre-war population
of around 85,000, there are
now around 30,000 people
left, Bakhmut City Council
Secretary Ganna Petrieynko-
Poluhina said. While author-
ities are encouraging more
people to leave, some are hes-
itant, she said.

"Life is the most important
thing for a person. But people
are tied to their homes, to what
they remember," Petrieynko-
Poluhina said. "Every day we
see that shelling happens more
often, and people leave. We
would like that more people
leave."
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The European Union's exec-
utive arm entered sensitive

legal territory on Wednesday
with a proposal to confiscate
the frozen assets of oligarchs
who try to violate the bloc's
sanctions over Russia's war in
Ukraine.

The European
Commission proposed two
EU laws that would require the
27 member states to cede a
degree of jealously guarded
national sovereignty over

criminal matters.
One piece of draft legisla-

tion seeks new European rules
on freezing and confiscating
the assets of people blacklist-
ed by the EU.

The second legislative pro-
posal aims to expand the list
of acts deemed to be “EU
crimes” by including breach-
es of European sanctions.

Both initiatives need the
approval of EU governments
in a scrutiny process that usu-
ally takes many months and
can even last for years.

The bloc's heads of gov-
ernment are due to discuss
options for using the frozen
assets of sanctioned Russian
oligarchs to support the recon-
struction of Ukraine during a
two-day summit next week.

“There is no time to lose,”
Margaritis Schinas, a
European Commission vice-
president in charge of securi-
ty matters, told reporters in
Brussels. “Many times we see
assets recovery and confisca-
tion of the small fry, whereas
the big sharks find ways to

evade.”
While the EU has spent

decades crafting common
rules on various areas of crim-
inal law, European sanctions
against Russian leaders and
oligarchs over the past three
months have added impetus to
calls for a stronger European
framework.

The EU has imposed asset
freezes and travel bans on
more than 1,000 people,
including over 30 oligarchs, in
response to Russia's invasion
of Ukraine on February 24.
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India's economy is expected
to have grown at 9.2 per cent

in the fiscal ended March 2022,
after having contracted by 7.3
per cent in the previous finan-
cial year, aided by resilience in
the rural economy, uptick in
bank credit and rising GST col-
lections, a note by Bank of
Baroda said.

As per government's
advance estimates, the gross
domestic product (GDP) in
FY22 is projected to grow by
8.9 per cent. The National
Statistical Office (NSO) will
release the final GDP growth
figures for FY22 on May 31.

Bank of Baroda (BoB), in
a note on GDP expectations by
its Economic Research
Department, said it expects
the economy to post higher
growth in the last quarter
ended March as mobility
improved, allowing opening
up of economy with much
lower COVID-19 cases across
states.

Contact-intensive sectors
are expected to make stronger
recovery, and the economy is
projected to grow by 5.5 per
cent in Q4 FY22 against 5.4 per
cent in Q3, it said. A much
needed pick up will be visible

in services sector, with travel
and hospitality contributing
significantly. Construction is
also likely to edge upwards.

However, agriculture
growth might be a tad slow as
compared to government expec-
tations (3.3 per cent against
government estimate of 3.5 per
cent) owing to lower yield of
wheat crops, conflict between
Russia-Ukraine and heat wave
conditions, as per the research
note.

BoB said these might pose
downside risks to its projections.
Industrial growth might be
adversely impacted too. It said
India's economy is poised to
recover in FY22 after contract-
ing by 7.3 per cent in FY21.

The main factors con-
tributing to this kind of growth
are -- resilience shown by the
rural sector with normal mon-
soon and higher production of
foodgrains; uptick in bank
credit growth to push financial
services and improvement in
services sector with passenger
traffic (-62 per cent to 59 per
cent), rail freight (2 per cent to
15 per cent) and port cargo (-
4.6 per cent to 7 per cent) lead-
ing the race.

Higher GST collections
have also provided much need-
ed support. "Against this back-
drop, we expect GDP growth at

9.2 per cent in FY22," Bank of
Baroda said. However, there are
downside risks emanating from
the ongoing Russia-Ukraine
conflict, soaring of commodity
prices and acceleration in glob-
al inflation going ahead, it
added. Further, aggravating heat
wave conditions have curbed
wheat output and added some
pressure to industrial growth.

A mix of both monetary
(RBI frontloading with rate
hike) and fiscal policy (reduc-
tion in excise duties) at play is
expected to boost growth
prospects, it contended.

The International Monetary
Fund (IMF) expects India's
economy to grow by 9 per cent
in FY22, while Asian
Development Bank (ADB) has
projected India's growth at 7.5
per cent. "However, we expect
the economy to do much better
sequentially specially on the
back of base effect and nor-
malisation of economic activi-
ty. 

"The overall impact of
Omicron variant which result-
ed in the 3rd wave of COVID-
19 seems to be relatively muted
than was initially anticipated. 

Further, rapid pick up in
pace of vaccination programme
is also expected to support
growth," as per research note by
the public sector lender.

��
�� ��������	�

The Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs (CCEA)

on Wednesday cleared the
Government's 29.5 per cent
stake sale in Hindustan Zinc
Limited (HZL), which could
fetch around Rs 38,000 crore to
the exchequer.  The decision
would give a push to the
Government's disinvestment
drive in the current fiscal. 

The government has bud-
geted Rs 65,000 crore from PSU
disinvestment and strategic
sale.  The sale of 29.5 per cent
stake representing over 124.96
crore shares would fetch
around Rs 38,000 crore to the
exchequer at current market
prices, said officials. 

Shares of HZL closed at Rs
305.05, up 3.14 per cent on the
BSE. During the day, the scrip
touched a high of Rs 317.30 a
share. Hindustan Zinc was a
Government-owned company

till 2002. In April 2002, the
Government offloaded a 26 per
cent stake in HZL to Sterlite
Opportunities and Ventures
Ltd (SOVL) for Rs 445 crore—
thereby giving Vedanta group
management control in HZL. 

Vedanta group later
bought 20 per cent from the
market and another 18.92 per
cent from the government in
November 2003, raising its
ownership in Hindustan Zinc
to 64.92 per cent. This 20 per
cent sale became a controver-
sy and recently Supreme Court
directed CBI to probe into the
price variations between the
first offloading and second
offloading of shares happened
during the Vajpayee
Government. 

Vedanta, led by mining
magnate Anil Agarwal, recent-
ly said the company can buy
just 5 per cent additional stake
in the HZL considering the
price of the shares on offer.
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AGST tax rate rationalisa-
tion is likely to be delayed

due to elevated inflation,
sources said on Wednesday.

The Goods and Services
Tax (GST) regime taxes goods
and services in four tax slabs of
5 per cent, 12 per cent, 18 per
cent and 28 per cent.

It was being considered to
reduce these tax slabs possibly
to 3, an exercise which would
have involved raising taxes in
some items and a reduction in
others. But with inflation rate
ruling at all-time high, such an
exercise is likely to be delayed,
sources said. 
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Benchmark indices wiped
out early gains as volatility

yet again ruled the markets,
with the Sensex extending its
decline to the third day run-
ning on Wednesday, falling
over 300 points amid a sell-off
in IT stocks.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
tanked 303.35 points or 0.56
per cent to settle at 53,749.26.
During the day, the bechmark
hit a low of 53,683.16 and a
high of 54,379.59. The broad-
er NSE Nifty declined 99.35
points or 0.62 per cent to end
at 16,025.80. From the Sensex
pack, Asian Paints, TCS,

Wipro, Tech Mahindra, Larsen
& Toubro, Infosys, State Bank
of India, HCL Technologies
and M&M were among the
biggest laggards. In contrast,
NTPC, Bharti Airtel, HDFC,
Kotak Mahindra Bank, Nestle,
ICICI Bank and ITC were the
prominent gainers.

Asian markets in Hong
Kong, Shanghai and Seoul
ended with gains, while Tokyo
was marginally lower.

Exchanges in Europe were
trading in the green in the
afternoon trade.Stock markets
in the US had mostly ended
lower on Tuesday. International
oil benchmark Brent crude
jumped 1.37 per cent to USD

115.1 per barrel. Continuing
their selling spree, foreign insti-
tutional investors offloaded
shares worth a net Rs 2,393.45
crore on Tuesday, as per stock
exchange data.

"Domestic indices wavered
tracking mixed sentiments
from global markets as
investors assessed the possibil-
ity of a recession in the US fol-
lowed by the Fed policy tight-
ening.

"Global markets are await-
ing the release of the Fed min-
utes, which will be evaluated
for details on the path of the
upcoming rate hikes," said
Vinod Nair, Head of Research
at Geojit Financial Services. 
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The RBI on Wednesday
came up with norms for

facilitating physical import of
gold through India
International Bullion Exchange
IFSC (IIBX) or similar autho-
rised exchange by Qualified
Jewellers in India.

In addition to agencies
nominated by the RBI and by
DGFT, Qualified Jewellers (QJ)
as approved by International
Financial Services Centers
Authority (IFSCA) were per-
mitted to import gold in
January.

The RBI issued the guide-
lines in order to enable resident
Qualified Jewellers to import
gold through IIBX or any other
exchange approved by IFSCA
and the Directorate General of
Foreign Trade (DGFT).

As per the guidelines,
banks may allow Qualified
Jewellers to remit advance pay-
ments for 11 days for import of
gold through IIBX in compli-
ance to the extant Foreign

Trade Policy and regulations
issued under IFSC Act. "The
advance remittance for import
of Gold should not be leveraged
in what-so-ever form for
importing gold worth more
than the advance remittance
made," the Reserve Bank of
India said.

In case the import of gold
through IFSCA authorised
exchange, for which advance
remittance has been made,
does not materialise, or the
advance remittance made for
the purpose is more than the
amount required, the unutilised
advance remittance shall be
remitted back to the same
bank within the specified time
limit of 11 days.

RBI also said all payments
by qualified jewellers for
imports of gold through IIBX,
shall be made through
exchange mechanism as
approved by IFSCA. Gold
imports dipped by about 72 per
cent to USD 1.72 billion dur-
ing April, from USD 6.23 bil-
lion in the year-ago month.
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The rupee recovered 3 paise
to settle at 77.54 (provi-

sional) against the US curren-
cy in a restricted trade on
Wednesday as interventions
by banks supported the local
unit while a stronger dollar in
overseas markets restricted the
gains.

At the interbank forex mar-
ket, the rupee opened higher at
77.54 against the greenback
and moved in a range of 77.44
to 77.57 in the day trade.The
rupee finally ended at 77.54,
higher by 3 paise over its pre-
vious close of 77.57 against the
American currency.

"Rupee traded with pen-
dulum swing on a range fight
between hedgers as partici-
pants from banks tried to sup-
port rupee whereas remittance

takers of dollar equally bought
keeping rupee ranged between
77.47-77.60.  The US Fed state-
ment minutes later in the night
might give some trend to the
USDINR pair in futures," said
Jateen Trivedi, VP Research
Analyst at LKP Securities.

On the domestic equity
market front, the BSE Sensex
ended 303.35 points or 0.56 per
cent lower at 53,749.26, while
the broader NSE Nifty fell
99.35 points or 0.62 per cent to
16,025.80.

The dollar index, which
gauges the greenback's strength
against a basket of six curren-
cies, rose 0.36 per cent to
102.22. Foreign institutional
investors were net sellers in the
capital market on Tuesday as
they offloaded shares worth Rs
2,393.45 crore, as per stock
exchange data. 
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Exports of paper and paper-
board from India jumped

nearly 80 per cent in FY 2021-
22, touching a record Rs 13,963
crore, according to industry
body IPMA.

The export growth has
straddled across different
grades of paper, said a state-
ment from Indian Paper
Manufacturers Association
(IPMA) while citing data
released by Directorate General
of Commercial Intelligence &
Statistics (DGCI&S).

"In value terms, exports of
coated paper and paperboard
increased by 100 per cent,
uncoated writing and printing
paper by 98 per cent, tissue
paper by 75 per cent and kraft
paper by 37 per cent," said
IPMA. 

Paper exports from India
have been on an uptrend since
the last five years. India is

exporting papers to - UAE,
China, Saudi Arabia,
Bangladesh, Vietnam and Sri
Lanka."In volume terms, paper
exports from India have gone
up four times from 0.66 million
tonnes in FY17 to 2.85 million
tonnes in FY22. 

Similarly in value terms,
the figures for corresponding
years rose from Rs 3,041 crore
to Rs 13,963 crore," it said.

"Exports have been rising
in the last few years due to
capacity expansion and tech-
nological upgradation under-
taken by Indian paper mills,
leading to better product qual-
ity which has found wider
acceptance globally," said Rohit
Pandit, Secretary General,
IPMA.

In the last five to seven
years, paper mills in India have
invested over Rs 25,000 crore to
create new capacities and
induction of clean and green
technologies, he said. 
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The Government on Tuesday
imposed restrictions on

sugar exports from June 1, a
move aimed at increasing avail-
ability of the commodity in the
domestic market and curbing
price rise.

"Export of sugar (raw,
refined and white sugar) is
placed under restricted cate-
gory from June 1, 2022
onwards," the Directorate
General of Foreign Trade
(DGFT) said in a notification.

However, it said that these
restrictions would not be
applicable on sugar being
exported to the EU and the US
under CXL and TRQ. A spec-
ified amount of sugar is export-
ed to these regions under CXL
and TRQ.In a statement, the
government said that with a
view to maintain domestic

availability and price stability of
sugar in the country during
sugar season 2021-22
(October-September), it has
decided to regulate the sugar
exports with effect from June
1."The government has decid-
ed to allow export of sugar up
to 100 LMT (Lakh Metric
Tonnes) with a view to main-
tain the domestic availability
and price stability during the

sugar season 2021-22
(October-September)," it said.
"As per the order issued by
DGFT, with effect from 1st
June, 2022 till 31st October,
2022, or till further order,
whichever is earlier, the export
of the sugar will be allowed
with specific permission of the
Directorate of Sugar,
Department of Food and
Public Distribution," it said. 
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Ratan Tata-backed energy
distribution startup Repos

Energy has partnered with
Mahindra for doorstep fuel
delivery through the automak-
er's Furio trucks, a release said
on Wednesday. 

The Pune-based firm
Repos is currently present
across over 220 cities through
its over 1,500 partners and
more than 2,500 mobile petrol
pumps.

The doorstep fuel delivery
model has grown rapidly across
the country and scaled up even
faster in the post-Covid era,
owing to many factors, such as
structural constraints of the
existing distribution model,
changing buying behaviour of
consumers and technological
disruptions, according to the

release.  Nagpur-based startup
Navankur Infranergy has
recently launched a mobile
fuel station for the doorstep
diesel delivery to various cus-
tomers across Nagpur. 

The mobile station, built
on a Mahindra Furio 11 truck,
with a double dispensing Alpha
mobile pump, has been sup-
plied by Repos Energy, accord-
ing to the release.

Repos Energy has tied up
with Mahindra to cater to
doorstep fuel delivery demand
through their Furio trucks,
said the release. 

"Mahindra's range of light
and the intermediate com-
mercial vehicle come with their
inherent advantages to make it
a perfect fit for fuel Bowser
operation and ensure prof-
itability," said Jalaj Gupta,
Business Head for commercial

vehicles at Mahindra &
Mahindra Limited. A major
proportion of the diesel goes
into fuelling industries, where
it is often required in bulk. 

These industries resort to
procuring diesel from fuel
pumps using improper recep-
tacles like barrels and bowsers,
which cause great losses in the
form of spillage, pilferage, dead
mileage, and manpower costs,
he stated. 

"Combining with the
expertise of Repos Energy in
fuel bowser business solution,
we are introducing a com-
pelling product offering to
cater to the emerging need of
industries," Gupta added.
Doorstep diesel delivery in
India has eased the way fuel is
being delivered in the country,
according to Chetan Walunj,
co-founder of Repos Energy. 
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To recover investors' money,
Sebi on Wednesday said it

will auction a total of five
properties of Golden Life Agro
India Ltd and Sunshine Agro
Infra Ltd for a reserve price of
Rs 11.5 crore on June 16.

The two companies raised
funds from investors without
complying with regulatory
norms. 

The properties put on the
block include land parcels and
a double storied building situ-
ated across West Bengal, the
Securities and Exchange Board
of India (Sebi) said in a notice.

Inviting bids for the sale of
recovery proceedings against
Golden Life Agro India and
Sunshine Agro Infra and their
directors, Sebi said auction of

properties will be conducted
through online mode on June
16, 2022 during 10.30 am to
11.30 am. Out of the five prop-
erties being put on the block,
three belong to Golden Life
Agro India and remaining two
relate to Sunshine Agro Infra.

Total reserve price of these
properties is pegged at Rs 11.53
crore, as per notice.Quikr
Realty has been appointed as e-
auction service provider. 

The regulator said bidders
should make their own inde-
pendent enquiries regarding
encumbrances, title of proper-
ties put on auction and claims,
among others, prior to sub-
mitting their bids.

"The properties are being
sold with all the existing and
future encumbrances whether
known or unknown to Sebi.
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Crude oil prices on
Wednesday rose by �102 to

�8,614 per barrel as partici-
pants widened positions on a
firm spot demand.

On the Multi Commodity
Exchange, crude oil for June
delivery traded higher by �102
or 1.2 per cent at �8,614 per
barrel in 6,907 lots. Analysts
said the raising of bets by par-
ticipants kept crude oil prices
higher in futures trade.

Globally, West Texas
Intermediate crude oil was up
by 1.03 per cent at $110.90 per
barrel, while Brent crude trad-
ed 1.03 per cent higher at
$114.73 per barrel in New
York. 
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Standard Chartered Bank has
settled with markets regu-

lator Sebi a case pertaining to
alleged violations of regulato-
ry norms in the matter of CG
Power and Industrial Solutions
Ltd after paying Rs 4.97 crore
towards settlement charges.
The order came after Standard

Chartered Bank (SCB)
approached Sebi proposing to
settle case pertaining to alleged
violations of PFUTP
(Prohibition of Fraudulent and
Unfair Trade Practices) rules
"without admitting or denying
findings of fact and conclusions
of law", through a settlement
order. "Pending enforcement
proceedings for alleged defaults
... Are settled qua applicant,"
Sebi said in its settlement order
passed on Wednesday.

The regulator further said
it will not initiate other enforce-
ment actions against the appli-
cant for the defaults. Sebi had
initiated proceedings through
a show cause notice issued to

the bank in May 2021 for the
alleged violations of PFUTP
rules. In the show cause notice,
Standard Chartered Bank was
alleged to have benefitted a pri-
vate limited company con-
trolled by the promoter group
companies, at the expense of a
listed company (CG Power) to
the detriment of the interest of
the minority shareholders of
CG Power.

As per the order, Avantha
International Asset BV
(AIABV), an entity related to
the promoter group of CG
Power and Industrial Solutions
Ltd or CG Power, had taken a
loan from SCB. In October
2017, SCB disbursed a loan of

Euro 44 million to CG
International BV (CGIBV)
which was transferred to
AIABV on the same day to
repay its earlier loan from SCB.
The funds were later frozen by
SCB at AIABV.

In February 2018, SCB dis-
bursed another loan of Euro 44
million to CG Industrial
Holdings Singapore Pte Ltd
(CG Singapore') which was
transferred to AIABV on the
same day. On the same day,
AIABV returned the funds
received from CGIBV which
were frozen and CGIBV uti-
lized these funds for repayment
of the loan taken from SCB in
October 2017.
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The Reserve Bank on
Wednesday said it has can-

celled Certificate of
Registration (CoR) of five
NBFCs for violation of norms
related to outsourcing and fair
practices code in their digital
lending operations.

Non-Banking Financial
Companies (NBFCs) whose
CoR stands cancelled are: UMB
Securities Ltd, Anashri Finvest,
Chadha Finance, Alexcy
Tracon, and Jhuria Financial
Services.

"The CoR of the (five)
NBFCs have been cancelled on
account of violation of RBI
guidelines on outsourcing and

Fair Practices Code in their
digital lending operations
undertaken through third party
apps which was considered
detrimental to public inter-
est," the RBI said.

It further said these com-
panies were also not complying
with extant regulations per-
taining to charging of excessive
interest and resorted to undue
harassment of customers for
loan recovery purposes. 
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Rajasthan Royals opener Jos
Buttler had no qualms in

admitting that he struggled to
get going initially against Gujarat
Titans in the first qualifier, say-
ing sometimes you have to
"swallow your ego" and hang in
there without panicking.

This season's Orange Cap
holder Buttler, who now has 718
runs in 15 games, initially failed
to time the ball and was 39 off
his first 38 balls.

But the opener shifted gears
in style and smacked another 50
off his next 18 deliveries faced to
lift RR's total to a challenging
188/6.

"I was determined to hang
in there. It was a big game for us
and we wanted to make sure to
put a big score," Buttler said at
the post-match press conference
after RR's seven-wicket loss to
GT on Tuesday.

"Sometimes you got to swal-
low your ego, if you are finding
it hard, you are finding it hard.
I don't try to force too much,
don't panic.

"The opposition would pre-
fer me to panic and get out, just
try to hang in there. I knew at
some point I would get away. I
trusted myself. Today, it came
late in the innings," he added.

Buttler also had plenty of
luck go his way as he got two
reprieves in the middle in his 89
off 56 balls.

It was Sanju Samson who
gave RR a fiery start with his 47
off 26 and Buttler said the
Royals skipper took some pres-
sure off him.

"Yes I was finding it tough
to start with and then Sanju
came in and played well from

ball one. He took a lot of pres-
sure off me. I wouldn't say it was
my most fluent innings but I just
tried to hang in there and man-
aged to get a little bit away in the
end."

The 189-run target proved
insufficient for the Royals as
David Miller and Hardik Pandya
shared a 106-run unbroken
partnership for the fourth wick-
et to seal a win and take GT to
the final in their maiden IPL sea-
son. "We just could not break
that partnership, if we managed
to take a wicket and found a way
to break that partnership, it
would have been crucial for us.
The deeper they took, the hard-
er it became for us.

"But we are still alive in the
tournament after finishing in the

top-two, we still got a chance.
We're disappointed today, but
still in the tournament," he
added.

The Purple Cap-holder
Yuzvendra Chahal and India
senior off-spinner R Ashwin,
who have a combined tally of 37
wickets this season, were wick-
etless and leaked 72 runs against
the Titans. "Those two guys have
been outstanding for us this sea-
son. It's a tough place for bowlers
— spin or pace bowling.

"It's a small ground with a
fast outfield. A lot of boundaries
are available on this particular
ground. So it is always going to
be tough. There was a bit of dew
also in the second innings," he
said, throwing his support to the
spin duo. 
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In his short international career, Hardik
Pandya has seen it all — highs and lows,

injuries, surgery, being embroiled in con-
troversies — but he says he faces them
with a smiling face.

Putting behind all these, Pandya has
shone not just as an all-rounder but as a
leader, taking an under-rated Gujarat
Titans to the final in a dream IPL debut
season.

"People always talk, that's their job.
I can't help," Pandya said after Titans win.

"The name 'Hardik Pandya' always
sells. I've no problem with it, I just take
it easy with a smiling face."

After making his international debut
in 2016 following his success with
Mumbai Indians, expectations skyrock-
eted with Pandya as he was compared
with the legendary World Cup-winning
India skipper Kapil Dev.

In 2019, Pandya was suspended for
his loose talk on women on 'Koffee with
Karan'. He later apologised to the inquiry

committee of the BCCI.
The 28-year-old star all-rounder

made his last appearance for India
against Namibia in the T20 World Cup
in Dubai on November 8 and then strug-
gled to manage his bowling workload

post his back surgery. Released by
Mumbai Indians, Hardik was picked by
Gujarat's for �15 crore ahead of this IPL
season. Questions were raised when he
was handed captaincy for a team mak-
ing its debut, but Pandya has delivered,

be it with the bat, ball or in his 'Captain
Cool' demeanour, much like his mentor
MS Dhoni.

"Obviously Mahi bhai has played a
big role in my life. He's a dear brother, a
dear friend, and family to me," Pandya
said. "...I've learnt a lot of good things
from him. For me, it was more about
being individually strong which I'm
really proud of myself as well how I was
able to manage all the parts."

Mostly coming at number four,
Pandya is at the fifth spot in the chart for
most prolific batters this season, with 453
runs at a 45-plus average and a healthy
strike rate of 132.84.

Pandya has also come handy with the
ball, giving crucial breakthroughs for his
team. He has bowled 26.3 overs so far and
taken five wickets with an economy of
7.73. "Before the captaincy as well, I
always made sure that I approached all
the situations in a cool-headed way.
Generally, you make better decisions that
way," he said about his recipe for success
in this IPL.
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After helping Gujarat Titans to seal a spot in
the final of the ongoing Indian Premier

League 2022 on Tuesday, star batter David Miller
said continued backing from the team has played
a big role in improving his game in this season.

Miller was the chief creator of GT's
brilliant great seven-wicket win over
Rajasthan Royals. David Miller
played a ballistic knock of 68 from
38 balls and captain Hardik
Pandya's 40 off 27 balls guided
debutants Gujarat
Titans to a

seven-wicket
win over the

inaugural champi-
ons Rajasthan Royals

at the Eden Gardens. 
"I think opportunity,

firstly (what's changed?).
I've been given a role, I
felt extremely backed
from the outset. My per-
sonal game - I'm enjoy-
ing my role, I've been

playing for many years
now. Understanding
my game a lot better.
In high-pressure situ-
ations, you tend to go

away from your game
plan but I feel like I'm trying to
keep everything together close to
the game plan", said David Miller
in a post-match presentation.

David Miller further said
that the plus point of IPL is that
you play for different teams in it.

"There has been a lot of going
wide to me on the off-side, so I
decided actually for the first time to
step across. Backed me and went
with it. The rest I tried to hit as hard
as possible. That's the joys of IPL -
you play for different teams, and get

to meet different players," he added.
Miller struck five sixes, including

three in the final over when 16 runs
were needed in a thrilling chase of 189

as Gujarat Titans became the 3rd team to reach
the final in their debut season.

"It was a new team so there are a few butter-
flies here and there. From the first win, everything
sort of aligned. You have to control what you can,
can't think too much ahead. Concentrate on your
breathing, and if it's in your area, you have to cap-
italise. We've got a few days off. There's a bus trip
back, we'll have a few drinks and celebrate," said
Miller.

Gujarat Titans will now wait to see who
among Lucknow Super Giants, Royal Challengers
Bangalore and Rajasthan Royals meet them in the
title clash in Ahmedabad on May 29.

��������Chasing a challenging 189-run tar-
get, Shubman Gill along with Matthew
Wade laid a solid foundation striking a 72-
run partnership for the second wicket to pave
way for a seven-wicket win over Rajasthan
Royals here at the Eden Gardens Stadium on
Tuesday to enter the final of the IPL. The GT
opener scored 35 off 21 balls hitting five fours
and one six. "Kolkata has always been nice
to me, fortunately, it was one of those nights
where we were on the winning side, happy
we are in the final. After Saha got out, we got
off to a good start in the powerplay, batting
in the Eden Gardens is always fun," said
Shubman.

Talking about the batting surface and his
team, he said "We expected the surface to be
better, but the ball was holding a bit and spin-
ners were getting a bit of grip on this wick-
et. It's a new team but the way the support
staff and players have come together has been
tremendous to watch, we are all really enjoy-
ing our cricket."

Shubman further added that he played
well for Gujarat and had a good season.

"There hasn't been any added pressure on
me, I was picked (in the draft) because I have
done well for my earlier franchises, I don't
have to prove anything to anyone, I just had
to contribute to my team and play well for
them. It was nice to watch (from sidelines),
a semi-final and your teammates are doing
the job, it was amazing," he added. PTI
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Angelo Mathews and Dhananjaya de Silva each hit
a fifty and put on a 102-run partnership to keep

Sri Lanka going strong in the rain-hit second Test against
Bangladesh on Wednesday.

Mathews remained unbeaten on 58 after de Silva
went out with the same score to take Sri Lanka to 282-

5 at stumps on the third day, still trailing
Bangladesh by 83 runs.

Rain washed out entire post-lunch ses-
sion but the duo stepped up their scoring
rate to make up for lost time, with de Silva
striking nine fours before Shakib Al Hasan
got his wicket.

The right-hander, who faced 95 balls, was
initially given not out on a caught-behind
appeal before Bangladesh successfully reviewed.

Mathews, who smashed four fours and a
six, was batting with Dinesh Chandimal on 10
at stumps.

Bangladesh made early inroads after Sri
Lanka resumed on 143-2, Ebadot Hossain bowl-
ing nightwatchman Kasun Rajitha for a duck
with the second ball of the day. 

A gem of a delivery from Shakib dismissed
Dimuth Karunaratne for 80 soon afterwards,
with the Sri Lankan skipper adding 10 to his
overnight score. 

Shakib tossed the ball up on off-stump and
Karunatne went for a drive but saw the flight-
ed delivery dip and turn between bat and pad
before crashing into his stumps. 

Karunaratne, who was dropped on 37,
struck nine boundaries in his 15th Test fifty. 

De Silva hit Ebadot for three fours in one over
just before the break after he and Mathews sur-
vived a difficult spell from the right-arm pace
bowler and Shakib. 

Shakib, the most successful bowler for
Bangladesh so far, has claimed 3-59.
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Bangladesh's Liton Das and
Sri Lankan veteran Angelo

Mathews have made valuable
gains in the ICC Men's Test
Rankings after fine perfor-
mances in the drawn first match
while there has been no move-
ment in latest top-10 list issued
by the world body.

In the batter's list, Marnus
Labuschagne maintained his
pole position while India captain
Rohit Sharma and his predeces-

sor Virat Kohli remained static
at eighth and 10th place respec-
tively. Similarly in bowling, Pat
Cummins (901 points) has a 51-
point lead over his nearest rival
Ravichandran Ashwin, who is
followed by countryman Jasprit
Bumrah. India's Ravindra Jadeja
also remained on top of the all-
rounders' table.

With only Sri Lanka and
Bangladesh engaged in a WTC
series, it was inevitable that
players from those two nations
earned points.
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Hardik says his name ‘always sells, no problem with it’
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I feel extremely backed: Miller after
his match-winning knock against RR
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Little-known domestic bulwark
Rajat Patidar found his hour
of fame as his magnificent 49-
ball hundred propelled Royal

Challengers Bangalore to an impos-
ing 207 for 4 against Lucknow Super
Giants in the IPL Eliminator on
Wednesday.

Courtesy Patidar's 54-ball-112
not out which had 12 fours and seven
huge sixes, RCB literally knocked the
stuffing out of LSG attack with
Mohsin Khan's superb 1 for 25 prov-
ing to be only saving grace.

On a day their famed batting duo
trio of Faf du Plessis (0), Glenn
Maxwell (9) and Virat Kohli (25)
failed to enthrall a capacity Eden
crowd, RCB's No, 3 played out of his
skin as 90 runs came in fours and
sixes off just 19 balls.

While most of the star-studded
RCB batters struggled for timing, the
28-year-old looked effortless with his
slices, punches, counter-punches and
drives to tower over the rest.

And to make Patidar's story
more interesting, he wasn't picked
from auction this season and joined
the team after start when a player
called Luvnith Sisodia was injured.

Had Sisodia been alright, RCB

wouldn't have required services of
Patidar, who made 65,000 at Eden
Gardens stand on their feet.

He along with Dinesh Karthik
(37 not out from 23 balls) put on a
match-turning unbroken partner-
ship of 92 runs from 41 balls as RCB
scored 84 runs in the last five overs
to prop up the total.

First, he showed the glimpses of
his stroke-making skills to slam
Krunal Pandya for three boundaries
and one six inside the power-play to
overshadow Kohli in a 66-run part-
nership from 46 balls.

Having cruised to his half-centu-
ry in 28 balls, he took another 21 balls
to reach his maiden hundred in T20s.

He got to the landmark pulling
Mohsin Khan over square leg with a
sweet-timing of the bat that summed
up his effortless stay at the crease.

RCB lost three key wickets of a
well-set Kohli, Maxwell and Mahipal
Lomror in the middle overs to see
their run-rate drop.

In-form Dinesh Karthik, who has
played the role of a finisher to per-
fection for RCB this season, also sur-
vived some anxious moments against
Ravi Bishnoi to start with.

But Patidar turned it around in
the last over Bishnoi when he
smacked the 'googly-man' for three

sixes and two fours in succession in
an over that read 1 6 4 6 4 6.

A sloppy LSG also helped his
cause as Patidar, who got reprieves
on 59, 72 and 93. After a 40-minute
delayed start due to bad weather,
Lucknow got off to a superb start
when Mohsin got RCB skipper Faf
du Plessis for a golden duck in the
first over.

Having lost their skipper early, it
was about biding time as Kohil and
Patidar opted for a wait-and-watch
policy before the latter broke loose

against Krunal Pandya in the last over
of the power-play.

Patidar slammed Krunal for
three boundaries and one six in an
over that yielded 20 runs to make it
up for their slow start and cruise to
52/1 in six overs. 
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Patidar's binder earned him a lot

of praise of social media and taking
to Twitter, Master Blaster Sachin
Tendulkar and legendary Indian
opener Virender Sehwag hailed him

for playing a match-changing knock
for the Faf du Plessis-led side.

"Serious hitting by Rajat Patidar
and nicely supported by
@DineshKarthik. It's a great total but
given how the surface is playing and
the fast outfield, I feel it'll be a close
game. Well played by @rcbtweets in
the first half!," Tendulkar said in his
tweet. Tendulkar's former Team
India teammate Sehwag also shared
a special tweet for the middle-order
batter of the Bangalore-based fran-
chise. 
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�Rajat Patidar is the first uncapped
player to score a century in the play-
offs/knockouts of the IPL. The pre-
vious highest score by an uncapped
was the 94 off 50 balls that Manish
Pandey scored for Kolkata Knight
Riders in the final of the 2014 IPL.  

�He scored his century in 49 balls,
which is the joint fastest ton scored
by any played in the playoffs or
knockouts of the IPL. Patidar
equalled the record set by
Wriddhiman Saha, who scored 115
off 55 balls for Kings XI Punjab in

the 2014 IPL final.

�Patidar's 112 not out has helped
him go past a player who was
recently inducted in RCB's hall of
fame. He has surpassed the 89 off 47
balls that Chris Gayle scored against
Mumbai Indians in 2011.

�This is the third-highest score by
an uncapped player in the IPL.
Patidar crossed the unbeaten 101
that Devdutt Padikkal scored for
RCB against Rajasthan Royals last
season. Manish Pandey is second

while Paul Valthaty tops the list. 

�It is also the fifth instance of a play-
er scoring a century in the
playoffs/knockouts of an IPL tour-
nament. Patidar's 112 not out is also
the fourth highest score ever in the
playoffs. 

�Meanwhile, Patidar and Karthik's
onslaught in the final overs helped
RCB take as many as 88 runs in the
death overs. That is the most scored
by any team in this period of a match
in the 2022 season. 
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Former Grand Slam
champions Angelique
Kerber and Victoria
Azarenka advanced to
the third round of the

French Open on Wednesday.
Kerber, who won her first

clay title in six years on the eve
of the French Open, defeated
French wildcard and 2020
junior champion Elsa
Jacquemot 6-1, 7-6 (7/2) as she
seeks the only Grand Slam
missing from her collection.

The German 21st seed next
plays Aliaksandra Sasnovich,
the Belarusian who knocked out
US Open champion Emma
Raducanu 3-6, 6-1, 6-1.

"I think the last week was
really important for me to get
the title," former number one
Kerber said of her Strasbourg
triumph.

"I had a lot of confidence.
It's great to be back here and I
hope I can still play a few more
matches.

"When you achieve every-
thing you want, you play for the
love of the game. I just love the
sport. Let's see how long I can
keep playing at a high level."

Azarenka, a two-time
Australian Open winner, beat
2014 Roland Garros semi-final-
ist Andrea Petkovic 6-1, 7-6

(7/3). She meets Swiss 23rd seed
Jil Teichmann for a place in the
fourth round.
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Greek fourth seed Maria

Sakkari crashed out in the
French Open second round,
going down 7-6 (7/5), 7-6 (7/4)
to Czech world number 81
Karolina Muchova.

Sakkari, a 2021 Roland
Garros semi-finalist, is the fifth
women's top-10 seed to lose in
the first four days at Roland
Garros.

Muchova has matched her
run to the third round from 12
months ago and will next play
27th seed Amanda Anisimova,
who reached the last four in
Paris three years ago.

"It's very special, she's an
amazing player. It was a big
fight, a little bit of a test and
challenge for me and I'm happy
I took it the way I did," said
Muchova.

The 25-year-old reached
the semi-finals at last year's
Australian Open and the last
eight for the second time at
Wimbledon, but is playing just
her fourth tournament since the
US Open after struggling with
an abdominal injury. "It's an
amazing feeling I can play again
fully."

Sasnovich also said she

"respects" the controversial deci-
sion of the ATP and WTA to
strip Wimbledon of ranking
points.

That move has prompted a
number of players, including
former world number one and
four-time Grand Slam title win-
ner Naomi Osaka, to consider
withdrawing from Wimbledon
which starts on June 27.

Wimbledon chiefs said the
ATP and WTA decision was
"disproportionate".

Russian men's star Andrey
Rublev said the atmosphere in
the sport is currently "toxic"
while French player Benoit
Paire believes "99%" of players
want a Wimbledon with points.

"I'm sorry for Russia and
Russians, but they are the ones

causing all the trouble," he said.
Sasnovich said she talks to

Ukrainian players in the lock-
er room.

"I ask them how they feel.
We talk about the war a little
bit," added the world number 47
from Minsk.

"They have families there.
It's a very bad situation for them.
We try to live our lives and find
the positives. These are tough
times.

"I would have no problem
if I had to play against a player
from Ukraine."

On Wednesday, Sasnovich
made the third round of the
French Open for the first time
by stunning US Open champi-
on and 12th seed Emma
Raducanu 3-6, 6-1, 6-1.
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Belarus tennis star

Aliaksandra Sasnovich may be
banned from Wimbledon but
she insisted Wednesday that she
opposed the ongoing war in
Ukraine and supports players
from the embattled country
"100%".

Belarusian players such as
Sasnovich, compatriot and for-
mer world number one Victoria
Azarenka, as well as a host of
Russians including men's world
number two Daniil Medvedev,
were declared persona non
grata by Wimbledon in
response to the invasion of
Ukraine.

"I wanted to play
Wimbledon so much, it's one of
my favourite tournaments but I
respect the decision," the 28-
year-old said.

"Normally, I speak with
some of the Ukraine players. We
are not friends, we are just col-
leagues but I support them
100%.

"I want the war to finish as
soon as possible. I don't support
the war and am against the vio-
lence. I just want peace."
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Indian tennis player
Ramkumar Ramanathan cher-
ished his first ever main draw

win at a Grand Slam as he com-
bined with American Hunter
Reese to beat the German team
of Daniel Altmaier and Oscar
Otte in the men's doubles event
of the French Open, here on
Wednesday.

Ramkumar, who has made
umpteen attempts to crack a
singles main draw of a Grand

Slam without success, and
Reese beat their rivals 7-6(4) 6-
3 in their opening round of the
clay court major.

The 27-year-old Indian
had broken into the doubles
top-100 early this year, follow-
ing his maiden ATP Tour title
win with compatriot Rohan
Bopanna in Adelaide and at

home in Pune, competing in
the Tata Open Maharashtra.

Rohan Bopanna and his
Dutch partner Matwe
Middelkoop had progressed
to the second round with 6-4,
6-1 win over local wild cards
Sascha Gueymard Wayenburg
and Luca Van Assche, on
Tuesday. 
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