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In a landmark judgment that
will come as relief for  mil-

lions of sex workers, the
Supreme Court has decided to
provide legal protection to
them and directed police forces
in all States and Union
Territories to treat them  with
dignity and not to abuse them,
verbally or physically.

“Sex workers are entitled to
equal protection of the law.
Criminal law must apply equal-
ly in all cases, on the basis of
‘age’ and ‘consent’. When it is
clear that the sex worker is an
adult and is participating with
consent, the police must refrain
from interfering or taking any
criminal action,” a three-judge
Bench led by Justice L
Nageswara Rao said. 

The court passed the order
exercising its special powers
under Article 142 of the
Constitution.

The court said the consti-
tutional protection that is given

to all individuals in this coun-
try shall be kept in mind by the
authorities who have a duty
under the Immoral Traffic
(Prevention) Act, 1956.

Any sex worker, who is a
victim of sexual assault, should
be provided with all facilities
available to a survivor of sex-
ual assault, including immedi-
ate medical assistance, in accor-
dance with law, it said.

The court held that the
child of a sex worker should not
be separated from the mother
merely on the ground that she
is in the sex trade. “Basic pro-
tection of human decency and
dignity extends to sex workers
and their children,” the court
noted.

The court also noted that
if a minor is found living in a
brothel or with sex workers, it
should not be presumed that
the child was trafficked.

“It has been noticed that
the attitude of the police to sex
workers is often brutal and vio-
lent. It is as if they are a class
whose rights are not recog-
nised. 

The police and other law
enforcement agencies should
be sensitised to the rights of sex
workers who also enjoy all
basic human rights and other
rights guaranteed in the
Constitution to all citizens.
Police should treat all sex
workers with dignity and
should not abuse them, both

verbally and physically, subject
them to violence or coerce
them into any sexual activity,”
said the SC.

The court also directed
the police not to discriminate
against sex workers who are
subjected to sexual offences
and provide them with every
facility, including immediate
medico-legal care.

The court also said the
Press Council of India should
be urged to issue appropriate
guidelines for the media to take
utmost care not to reveal the
identities of sex workers, dur-
ing arrest, raid and rescue
operations, whether as vic-
tims or accused and not to
publish or telecast any photos
that would result in disclosure
of such identities.

“Besides, the newly intro-
duced Section 354C, IPC
which makes voyeurism a
criminal offence, should be
strictly enforced against elec-
tronic media, in order to pro-
hibit telecasting photos of sex
workers with their clients in
the garb of capturing the res-
cue operation,” it said.

It also directed the State
Governments to do a survey of
shelter homes so that cases of
adult women detained against
their will can be reviewed and
processed for release in a time-
bound manner.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday praised

Tamil Nadu as a special place
and lauded the Tamil language
as eternal and its culture as
global.  

In his address after inau-
gurating new completed pro-
jects and laying foundation
stone for fresh schemes in var-
ious sectors, including housing,
Modi quoted a popular verse of
nationalist poet Subramania
Bharathi and said in every
field someone from Tamil
Nadu was excelling. 

Recently, Modi said he had
hosted the Indian Deaflympics
contingent at his residence.
The PM said this time it was
India's best performance in
the tournament. “Do you know
out of the 16 medals we have
won, a youngster from Tamil
Nadu had a role in 6 of those
medals and this is among the
best contribution to the team.”  

He referred to the
Subramania Bharathi chair at
the Banaras Hindu University
in his Varanasi constituency
and the full funding to the
Central Tamil Classical

Institute by the Centre.
Underscoring the National

Education Policy, he said tech-
nical and medical courses can
be pursued in local languages

and youngsters from Tamil
Nadu could benefit from this.   

Earlier, Modi and
Telangana Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao on

Thursday took apparent pot-
shots at each other, even as the
TRS supremo gave a miss to the
PM for the second time in a
year during an official visit to
his State.

While Modi lashed out at
family politics saying “pari-
vaarvadi” is democracy’s “great-
est enemy,” KCR, who flew to
Bengaluru to meet former PM
HD Deve Gowda, said despite
“bhaashanbaazi” (rhetoric),
industries were closing down,
the nation’s GDP was crashing
and the rupee was falling dras-
tically compared to the US dol-
lar and said all sections of the
society were suffering.

In Chennai, Modi said
India is providing all possible
support to the economic crisis-
hit Sri Lanka including finan-
cial, fuel, food, medicine and
other essential items and
recalled that he was the first
Indian Prime Minister to visit
Jaffna earlier. 

Pointing to the new
schemes, including those
launched and foundation stone
for new projects, he said the
B e n g a l u r u - C h e n n a i
Expressway would connect two
key centres of economic
growth. 

Tamil Nadu Governor RN
Ravi, Chief Minister M K Stalin
and Union Minister L
Murugan among others par-
ticipated in the event, held
coinciding with the PM's maid-
en visit to Tamil Nadu after the
DMK came to power last year.  
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After reports surfaced that
athletes at Delhi’s Thyagraj

Stadium were forced to cut
short their practice because an
IAS officer sought to walk his
dog there, the Arvind Kejriwal-
led Government on Thursday
ordered all stadiums to remain
open for players till 10 pm.

The order came after
reports of Delhi Revenue
Secretary Sanjeev Khirwar
using the Thyagraj Stadium to
walk his dog surfaced. Athletes
were allegedly asked to wind up
early to facilitate the walk.
Delhi BJP demanded an action
against Khirwar.

Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal said the Government
is issuing instructions to all
sports facilities to stay open for
sportspersons till 10 pm. 

“It has come to my notice
that sportspersons are facing

problems because of the heat
and the stadiums get closed by
6 or 7 pm. We are issuing
instructions that all sports
facilities should remain open
till 10 pm so that the sportsper-
son can use them,” Kejriwal
told reporters.

On Thursday evening
Khirwar, a 1994 batch IAS
officer, was transferred to
Ladakh. His wife Rinku Dugga,
a 1994 batch IAS officer, has
been transferred to Arunachal
Pradesh. Sources said that the
Centre has taken his conduct at
Thyagraj Stadium seriously.  

Earlier, Delhi Deputy CM
Manish Sisodia on Thursday
tweeted that the Chief Minister
has extended the timings of all
stadiums in Delhi till 10 pm.  

“News reports have
brought to our notice that cer-
tain sports facilities are being
closed early causing inconve-
nience to sportsmen who wish
to play till late night. 

Kejriwal has directed that
all Delhi Government sports
facilities to stay open for sports-
men till 10pm,” Sisodia tweet-
ed.

Meanwhile, stadium
administrator Anil Chaudhury
denied the allegations and said
official timings were being
adhered to.

Terming it shameful,
Minister of State for Housing
and Urban Affair Kaushal
Kishore said, “It’s shameful
that sportspersons have to
empty the stadium (Delhi’s
Thyagraj Stadium Complex)
premises because an IAS offi-
cer wants to walk with his dog.
The officer should apologise.
This is a misuse of his 
authority”. 

Earlier the Delhi BJP had
demanded action against
Khirwar for forcing the players
to vacate the stadium. The
service department comes
under the Lieutenant
Governor.

Noted activist and lawyer
Prashant Bhushan wrote,
“Wow! Stadium is emptied,
athletes told to leave, so that
Delhi Govt’s Principal Secretary
Revenue Khirwar can walk his
dog! Certainly an appropriate
babu to serve the Aam Aadmi
Party Government.”
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Former chairperson of Khadi
and Village Industries

Commission (KVIC) Vinai
Kumar Saxena on Thursday
took oath as the 22nd
Lieutenant Governor of Delhi.

In a glittering ceremony at
Raj Niwas, Saxena was admin-
istered the oath of office and
secrecy by the acting Chief
Justice of the Delhi High Court,
Vipin Sanghi.

“I want to tell Delhi people
that I will work as a local
guardian rather than the
Lieutenant Governor,” Saxena
said after taking the oath. 

“I will be more visible on
roads than at the Raj Niwas,” he
told reporters. “Having taken
the oath, I want to tell every cit-
izen of Delhi that I will not be
their ‘Lieutenant Governor’;
instead, I will be their ‘local
guardian’. I will always be on
the streets of Delhi to work for

the betterment of the city,” the
LG said.

“It is a harsh reality that
Delhi is considered one of the
most polluted cities of the
world. Also, the city faces a
major problem of traffic jams.
With the support of Delhi
Government, the Central
Government and with the

cooperation of each one of
you, we will work to get rid of
traffic jams and make Delhi
free of all pollution, be it air
pollution, water pollution or
noise pollution. With the
mantra of “Sabka Sath, Sabka
Vikas aur Sabka Vishwas” we
will make Delhi the City of Joy
and the City of Flowers,” the

LG said.
Saxena also spoke about

recent incidents of communal
riots in the city and recited a
poem to give a message of love
and peace, asking people to let
go of violence. He asked peo-
ple to forget past violence and
bloodshed and show the world
their love for the country. 
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Four more pilgrims died in
the inhospitable climate of

Kedarnath on Thursday, rais-
ing the death toll to 41.

If 13 deaths reported
from Badr inath and 24
deaths  repor ted f rom
Yamunotri and Gangotri till
Wednesday evening are
added to it the number of
deaths in the Char Dham
yatra has soared to 78.  

All four deceased were
over 60 years of age, said
Rudraprayag Chief Medical
Officer BK Shukla.  

They were identified as
Nandu, 65, from Nalanda in
Bihar, Haridwar Tiwari, 62,
from Balrampur in Uttar
Pradesh,  R am Narayan
Tripathi, 65, from Lucknow,
and Hemraj Soni, 61, from
Bara in Rajasthan. Yamunotri
has reported 20 deaths and
Gangotri four. 
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As Prime Minister
Narendra Modi was busy

in public rally and road show
down South, the Central
Ministers on Thursday fanned
out across different  States to
launch celebrator y pro-
grammes marking eight years
with Modi at the helm.

Vignettes of  political
journey of  Modi, 72,  and the
theme of him “turning himself
to Pradhan Sevak”  in the last
eight years  as he “served” the
nation as Prime Minister
would be splashed through
the print and television media,
including the national broad-
caster, according to party
sources .

Anniversaries of the Modi
Government when Modi
shifted the power centre from
State of Gujarat to the Raisina

hills have without exception
been packed with party pro-
grammes to reach out to the

public with Government poli-
cies,  particularly Prime
Minister’s flagship schemes.
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The Congress on Thursday
attacked the Modi

Government on its eighth
anniversary alleging that this
period has been marked by
misery and misgovernance
with high inflation, low
employment and communal
polarisation being the hall-
mark. The party alleged that
the promise of “achchhe din”
made to people has only
turned out to be “achchhe
din” for the BJP and a select
group of crony capitalists and
industrialists whose wealth
has increased manifold.

The Congress also
released a booklet in Hindi “8
saal, 8 chhal, BJP Sarkar
Viphal” (8 years, 8 deceits, BJP
government failed) to high-
light, what it called, the “fail-
ures” of the BJP Government
on various fronts.

Addressing a joint press
conference here, Congress
chief spokesman Randeep
Surjewala and former Union
Minister Ajay Maken claimed
the BJP Government has bro-
ken all records of “hood-
winking” its own people with

fake “jumlas” and slogans
during its eight years of rule.
Maken also invited the Prime
Minister to come out and
debate with facts to counter
the claims of “failures” made
by it  against the BJP
Government. 
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Himachal Pradesh govt approves 18 investment
projects

Shimla: The Himachal Pradesh government on Thursday
approved 18 investment projects worth Rs 918.08 crore, a state-
ment issued here said.  The 23rd meeting of State Single
Window Clearance and Monitoring Authority (SSWC&MA)
chaired by chief minister Jai Ram Thakur approved 18 project
proposals for setting up new industrial enterprises and expan-
sion of existing units involving total proposed investment of
approximately Rs 918.08 crore and employment potential of
about 2,520 persons. PNS

Drugs ruining Haryana youth: Hooda

Chandigarh: Former CM and Leader of Opposition Bhupinder
Singh Hooda on Thursday expressed concern over the
increasing use of drugs and intoxicants in Haryana. He alleged
that youth of the state are constantly getting caught in the grip
of drugs and crime, while the BJP-JJP government is sitting
as a mute spectator as youth of the state are falling victim to
intoxication. The former CM said not only in Sirsa, Fatehabad,
Kaithal,Jind, Ambala, Hisar, Rohtak, Gurgaon, but the menace
of addiction is also spreading all over the state in a worrying
manner. PNS

10 hi-tech nurseries to be set up in Haryana in
one year

Chandigarh:  To conserve the environment and increase for-
est area, tree plantation will be done on an area of 2070 hectare
and 10 new hi-tech nurseries will be set up. Besides this, nat-
ural regeneration of forests will be done on an area of 600
hectares, said Haryana Chief Secretary Sanjeev Kaushal dur-
ing the 5th meeting of the Steering Committee of the Haryana
State Forest CAMPA (Compensatory Afforestation Fund
Management and Planning Authority) held under his chair-
manship in Chandigarh. In the meeting the Annual Plan for the
year 2022-2023 costing Rs 282 crore was approved under which
survey and mapping of the areas prone to fire incidents, com-
pensatory afforestation work, soil and moisture conservation,
wildlife management work will be done. PNS

Soil health cards to be distributed to 75 lakh
farmers in Haryana

Chandigarh: Haryana Additional Chief Secretary, Agriculture
and Farmers' Welfare Department  Sumita Misra said that under
the 'Har Khet-Swasth Khet' Abhiyan, about 75 lakh soil sam-
ples will be taken from cultivable land in 140 blocks in the State.
Besides this, soil health cards will be distributed to 75 lakh farm-
ers. Dr. Sumita Misra shared this information during the launch
of the portal of the state government's ambitious campaign 'Har
Khet-Swasth Khet' in Chandigarh. On this occasion, she also
released the book 'Margdarshika' having detailed information
on soil sample collection and analysis of the 'Har Khet-Swasth
Khet' campaign. PNS

Punjab to set up IT Skill Centers in rural areas

Amritsar: Punjab Government would set up IT Skill Centers
in the rural areas across the state to prevent the youth from
going abroad and to stay here and work for foreign firms. The
state Rural Development and Panchayats Minister Kuldeep
Singh Dhaliwal, after visiting the IT company Simba Cart at
Tangra on Thursday, said that it is, therefore, imperative to
strengthen the IT sectors in the villages, and at the same time,
strengthen the village infrastructure. Dhaliwal, interacting with
the media persons, said that Mandeep Kaur, a resident of Tangra,
has taken a bold step by establishing an IT Cell in this town
and has provided employment to the youth of the village. He
said that youth from rural areas were migrating to foreign coun-
tries and the Punjab Government was trying its best to provide
employment opportunities to them here. The model implemented
by this daughter Mandeep Kaur in rural areas would be imple-
mented in the entirePunjab so that Punjab's youth could be kept
abreast of the latest technology. He said that this would give
a major impetus to the rural economy. PNS

PSPCL terminates meter reader after viral video
of corruption

Patiala: The services of Balwinder Singh, meter reader, has
been terminated after a video went viral in which he was seen
taking a bribe from a consumer in village Chuhar Chak in Moga
a day before. yesterday. A release said that PSPCL manage-
ment has taken a serious note of the misconduct and malpractice
of the meter reader who was employed on contract by com-
petent synergies private limited, handling the contract of  spot
billing of electricity consumers in Punjab. Competent Synergies
has terminated the services of Balwinder Singh. "PSPCL has
taken a serious note of this lapse and any kind of corruption
at any level shall not be tolerated," the statement said. PNS

Five held for demanding Rs 50 cr extortion in
Rewari

Chandigarh:  Haryana Police on Thursday said it has busted
a gang involved in demanding extortion of Rs 50 crore from a
trader in Bawal industrial town in Rewari district with the arrest
of five people.  A Haryana Police spokesperson said the accused
have been identified as Anil alias Mulia, Sandeep, Sonu, all res-
idents of village Khera Murar, Sumit of Gurjar Majri and Ravindra
alias Golu of Banipur village. A motorcycle used in the crime
and a country-made pistol were also recovered from them.  Rahul
Batra, a sanitary and tiles trader, in his complaint had alleged
that on May 24 afternoon, three youths on a motorcycle had
reached his shop and threatened him to pay Rs 50 crore as
extortion.  They also opened fire at Batra when he resisted, but
he narrowly escaped the attack.  After he lodged the complaint,
police arrested the accused with the help of CCTV cameras,
the spokesperson added. PNS

Punjab Sports Minister hosts Arshdeep Singh
and family for dinner

Chandigarh: Punjab Sports Minister Gurmeet Singh Meet Hayer
has lauded the Punjab fast Bowler Arshdeep Singh for selec-
tion into the National team. Hosting the cricketer and his fam-
ily for dinner at Punjab Bhawan, the Minister said that the selec-
tion of Arshdeep would inspire other youth of the State to excel.
He also told Arshdeep that he himself desired to be a cricketer
in his childhood as he was greatly interested in the sport which
he often used to play.  The Minister expressed hope that now
Punjab would perform even better in the Ranji Trophy, adding
that the state government is undertaking every effort to boost
sports in the State so as to make Punjab number one in sports
again in the country. PNS

Punjab govt to table one MLA, one
pension Bill in Budget Session
PNS n CHANDIGARH

To give a final shape to one
of its first major decisions

aimed at saving crores of
rupees annually, Punjab
Government will now table a
bill for ‘one-MLA, one-pension’
rule in the upcoming Budget
session, expected to be held in
the second week of June.

Notably, the State Cabinet
had, on May 2, approved an
ordinance limiting only one
pension for each legislator— a
move expected to save around
Rs 19.53 crore annually. The
ordinance was later sent to the
Governor Banwari Lal Purohit
for his assent.

However, the Governor
has now returned the ordi-
nance while asking the State
Government to place the Bill in
the upcoming Budget session.
It may be mentioned that an
Ordinance is usually brought in
when the next Vidhan Sabha
session is to be conducted

after two-three months. With
the session set to be held in
June, the Governor has asked
the Government to take it up
as the Bill.

Days after taking over as
the Chief Minister in March,
Bhagwant Mann had
announced that all former
MLAs would get pension for
only one term, doing away with
the practice of drawing the
benefit for each term served by
them.

However, with the
Governor withholding his
assent to the ordinance for the
same, all the former MLAs will
continue to get the multiple
pensions as per the previous
rules.

As of now, the State
Government was paying Rs 18
crore annual pension to as
many as 241 former MLAs. In
fact, some of the former legis-
lators were getting pension as
much as Rs three lakh per
month.The Cabinet, in its

meeting on May 2, had also
approved amendment to
Clause 3(1) of ‘The Punjab
State Legislature Members
(Pension and Medical Facilities
Regulation) Act, 1977’ to give
MLAs of Punjab Vidhan Sabha
one pension (irrespective of
number of terms served) at
new rate of Rs 60,000 per
month plus dearness allowance
(as applicable to the pension-
ers of Punjab Government).

This is instead of present
provision according to which a
member is being paid a pen-
sion of Rs 15,000 plus DA
thereon (as admissible to the
Punjab Government
Pensioners) for the first term,
and an additional pension of Rs
10,000 plus DA thereon for
every subsequent term.

Once the Act is passed,
Punjab’s each legislator would
get only one pension of Rs
75,150 per month, irrespective
of the terms for which he gets
elected.

PNS n CHANDIGARH

The services of Faridkot
Modern Jail superinten-

dent Joginder Pal was placed
under suspension on Thursday
a day after a clip of Canada-
based gangster Sukha Duneke’s
aide, making a video call from
the jail, was widely shared on
social media.  The information
was shared by the state Jails
Minister Harjot Singh Bains on

his official Twitter handle stat-
ing that the government has
suspended Faridkot Central
Modern Jail Superintendent
Joginder Pal over a video of a
prisoner housed in the jail bar-
racks going viral. “Faridkot Jail
Superintendent is suspended
after video of prisoner from jail
went viral. Govt has already
issued strict orders to stop the
usage of Mobile Phones in
Jails,” he tweeted. In the viral

video, the accused, Karan
Sharma, can be seen talking to
someone on a video call from
his barrack and he was also seen
showing him around. In the
video clip, only a few seconds
long, Sharma is seen lip-sync-
ing a Punjabi song that glorifies
being in jail, inside the barracks.
Later, the video was shared on
Instagram.  Notably, the police,
a day before, had booked Karan
Sharma, currently lodged in
Faridkot jail, under the Prisons
Act after a mobile phone was
recovered from him. Faridkot
police, the previous month,
had arrested three members of
the Davinder Bambiha and
Sukha Duneke group.

Warring seeks lifting of ban on
wheat export, writes to PM

Haryana Home Minister stops heavy
vehicles flouting NH lane norms
PNS n CHANDIGARH

In the backdrop of increasing
road accident on national

highways, Haryana Home
Minister Anil Vij, accompanied
by Ambala superintendent of
police Jashandeep Singh
Randhawa and other senior
police officials, stopped and
fined overloaded trucks and
heavy vehicles that were vio-
lating lane-norms on the
Ambala-New Delhi national
highway on Thursday. Vij
stepped out of his official vehi-
cle, signalled heavy vehicles to
stop and asked the police offi-
cials to issue challans to those
violating traffic rules. The
Home Minister also issued
directions to district police
chiefs to strictly enforce traffic
rules and regulations, especially
in terms of heavy vehicles
movement on the national and
state highways.Talking to jour-
nalists, Vij said, “In Haryana,
around 10,000 road accidents
take place annually. About

5,000 people lose their lives in
road accidents and approxi-
mately 9,000 are injured annu-
a l l y .
All this happens because of not
following traffic rules and reg-
ulations. We do not want to
ensure strictness, but at the
same time we want motorists to
follow traffic rules and regula-
tions. We are installing auto-
matic-speed-capturing/moni-
toring cameras on all the high-
ways across Haryana. About 20
cameras have already been

installed on the Ambala-Delhi
national highway stretch.” Vij
further said, “In a survey, we
have found that the majority of
road accidents take place
because heavy vehicles are not
following their designated
lanes. Today, on the national
highway, I found three-four
trucks or heavy vehicles being
driven parallel on the highway.
That is why I stopped my con-
voy, got down on the road and
ensured that such violators are
challaned..” ‘11 Jails in Haryana

to have petrol pumps 
operated by inmates’
PNS n CHANDIGARH

In an initiative aimed at
prison reforms 11 jails in

Haryana will soon have petrol
pumps to be operated by
inmates. The first of these fill-
ing stations will be opened in
Kurukshetra on May 31, said
Haryana Jails and Power
Minister Ranjit Singh Chautala.
In Chandigarh, he said that the
state government is now mak-
ing concerted efforts to bring
about a change in the mindsets
of the prisoners in jails so that
people have more faith in
them. 

Punjab, UK agree to tie up in agriculture, IT, food 
processing, higher edu, sports, public transport
PNS n CHANDIGARH

Punjab and the United
Kingdom (UK) on

Thursday agreed for further tie
up in agriculture, Information
and Technology (IT), food
processing, higher education,
sports, public transport
(Electric buses), and biomass
sectors.

The decision was taken
during a meeting between
Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann with British
High Commissioner Alex Ellis,
who called on the former at his
official residence on Thursday
morning.

During the meeting, it was
agreed that there is a huge
potential of collaboration
between Punjab and UK in
these sectors. The Chief
Minister said that hard work-
ing and resilient Punjabis have
already made a mark in these
sectors. However, he said that
the advanced technology by
UK will be helpful in further
harnessing the hidden poten-

tial in these sectors.
Extending a red carpet

welcome to British investors in
the state, the Chief Minister
said that the State Government
will ensure single window
online clearances to all the
desirous investors in the state.
Punjab government will ensure
that the investors will get
smooth and hassle-free mech-
anism to invest in the State, he
said.

Mann said that he is
already in touch with a large
number of prospective
investors from the UK who are
interested in investing in the
state.

Flagging the issue of direct
flight from Chandigarh to
London Heathrow Airport, the
Chief Minister said that it will
facilitate the passengers from
five states in general and that
of Punjab in particular. “This
flight will act as a window for
Punjabis to the western
world...a number of airlines are
already in touch with him for
starting their flights once it gets

approval,” he said.
Responding, the British

High Commissioner assured
the Chief Minister of all possi-
ble help in this regard. He said
that UK is very keen in firm-
ing up investment with the
State in these key sectors. Ellis

also lauded the zero tolerance
stance of Chief Minister against
corruption and said that it will
further help in boosting confi-
dence of investors in the state.

MANN SEEKS GER-

MAN COMPANIES'
SUPPORT TO PUT
PUNJAB ON HIGH
GROWTH TRAJEC-
TORY 

Giving a red carpet wel-
come to the German investors
by projecting Punjab as land of
opportunities, Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on Thursday
sought their support to put the
state on a high growth trajec-
tory of industrial development.

Mann, during a meeting
with Minister Economic and
Global Affairs German
Embassy Dr Stefen Koch and
Head of Energy India Dr
Winfried Damm, said that
expertise of Germans in engi-
neering, energy, and biomass
besides others is acclaimed
world over. “Punjab will be
happy to tie up with the
Germans in these fields along
with other sectors of invest-
ment. The State Government is
committed to emerging Punjab
as a frontrunner state in indus-
trial growth,” he said.The Chief

Minister said that Punjab has
already emerged a mechanism
wherein the State Government
provides single window clear-
ances to the industry in the
State along with a special nodal
officer to speed up these clear-
ances. The investors, desirous
of investing in the state, can
apply for the clearances online
which will be given in an expe-
dite manner, he said.Mann
said that besides being a peace-
ful state with good weather
conditions, Punjab has zero tol-
erance against corruption due
to which the investors can be
facilitated largely. The Chief
Minister said that Punjab is
ready for forming a cluster for
setting up of especially German
industry in the state. “The
State Government is commit-
ted to putting the state in high
growth trajectory for which
they are ready for hand hold-
ing of investors in the early
stage. Already several impor-
tant projects of German
investors are in the pipeline in
the state,” he said. 

Punjab top performer in nationwide
learning outcome levels survey
MONIKA MALIK n
CHANDIGARH

For the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) Government in

Punjab, Delhi schools have
been nothing less than ideal.
Ever since the party came to
power in the State, it has been
talking about opening a new
chapter in education by fol-
lowing the “Delhi model of
education”. But ideal, it now
appears, is not perfect after all.
For, Punjab has emerged as the
top performer state in the
nationwide learning outcome
levels survey — National
Achievement Survey (NAS)-
2021.

As per the NAS report,
released by the Union
Education Ministry on
Wednesday, Punjab has out-
smarted Delhi in all subjects for
all classes (III, V, VIII, and X)
covered in the survey. In fact,
Delhi has scored less than
Punjab in all subjects, includ-
ing English, in which Punjab
stands third after Chandigarh
and Goa for Class X. Moreover,
Punjab’s average score in
English for Class X is also 330
out of 500, against Delhi’s 321.

Across all classes, Punjab
has consistently featured
among the top-performing
states with the highest mean
score (average of the total
marks that all students got in
the particular subject) for
almost all subjects across all

classes.
Punjab has also scored

more than the national average
in all the subjects. That was not
all! Punjab has also topped in
the average score in 10 of the
15 categories, leaving behind
other states including Delhi.

The national-level survey

assesses the health of the school
education system in the coun-
try by conducting an evaluation
of children’s learning compe-
tencies in Classes III, V, VIII,
and X with a cycle period of
three years. The previous NAS
was held in 2017.The survey
was conducted by the National

Council of Educational
Research and Training
(NCERT) — the Union
Government's top advisor on
the curriculum — in 22 lan-
guages. Children were tested on
language, mathematics, and
EVS for Class III and V; lan-
guage, mathematics, science,
and social science for Class
VIII; and language, mathe-
matics, science, social science,
and English for Class X. Punjab
recorded the highest mean
scores in the language in Class
III at 355, while it scored the
highest 339 in mathematics.
On the other hand, Delhi
emerged among the five states
with the lowest mean score in
mathematics.For Class V,
Punjab also has the highest
scores among states in language
and mathematics. In Class VIII
also, Punjab tops with the
highest mean score of 338 in
language, and 297 in mathe-

matics, while retaining the sop
position in Science and Social
Science also.

For class X, Punjab record-
ed the highest mean score with
288 out of 500 in modern
Indian languages, followed by
neighboring Haryana (284)
and Delhi (283) in second and
third place. In Mathematics for
Class X, Punjab again topped
the charts with a fairly healthy
lead over other states in the
mean score for mathematics. In
social science, Punjab record-
ed the highest mean score with
270; while in English, Goa
emerged as the top performer
recording a mean score of 338,
followed by Punjab (330) and
Delhi (321).The findings of
the nationwide survey have
put a big question mark on the
AAP’s claims of having the
“best education model” in the
country, and its criticism of
Punjab’s poor education infra-

structure. Notably, Punjab
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann and also the state
Education Minister Gurmeet
Singh Meet Hayer, have all
along been giving a push to
implement the Delhi model of
education in the state. AAP
leaders, even after coming to
power, have been highlighting
the poor condition of the state
government’s schools, while
showering all praise on Delhi’s
school infrastructure.

AAP leaders, including the
Chief Minister, have been
blaming the successive gov-
ernments for their failure to
improve the state’s education
sector over all these years,
while blaming the SAD, BJP,
and the Congress for govern-
ment schools’ dismal condition.

Moreover, Mann along
with his team of officers and
some Ministers have also vis-
ited Delhi’s schools. Later, dur-
ing an interaction with school
principals from across the State
held recently in Ludhiana,
Chief Minister had announced
to soon implement Delhi’s
model of education in Punjab
by implementing decisions like
sending teachers abroad for
training. The NAS, at the
national level, tested 34.01 lakh
students from 1.18 lakh schools
from Class III, V, VIII, and X.
As many 1.17 lakh students
were tested from 3,656 schools,
including government and pri-
vate both, in Punjab.

CHANDIGARH’S EDUCATION SYSTEM
BEST AMONG UTs: NAS
Chandigarh: The Union Territory (UT) of Chandigarh secured
top position among the union territories (UTs) in the period-
ical National Achievement Survey (NAS) for Classes 3 and 5.
The survey has been conducted by the National Council of
Educational Research and Training (NCERT) since 2012
across all states and UTs. As per the report, the average score
of Chandigarh is higher than the National average in all class-
es and subjects, the UT official said.

In the statement, the UT official further said that as per
scaled score, out of 500, Chandigarh got first position in class
3 with the score of 335 in language and 311 in Maths , second
position in EVS with the score of 313 . In class 5, Chandigarh
secured 1st position with the scaled score of 326  in  language
and 295 in  Maths and 2nd position in EVS with the score of
293.It further stated that the performance of Chandigarh has
improved over the previous NAS for classes 8th & 10th.
Chandigarh has been ranked 1st position amongst all UTs in
class 8th in all the subjects i.e. 334 in language, 285 in Maths,
285 in Science, 287 in Social Science. Similarly, in class 10th,
Chandigarh has scored 290 in Modern Indian Language, 261
in Mathematics, 260 in Science, 287 in Social Science and 345
in English. It should be mentioned here that NAS uses a rep-
resentative sample of students carefully designed to fit the group
being assessed. It is not an examination but checks the gener-
al health of the education system. The findings from this sur-
vey are used as inputs in policy, planning and designing ped-
agogical intervention to improve the students’ learning outcomes
at the district, state and national levels. It is organised for Classes
3, 5, 8 and 10. PNS

National
Average

Punjab Delhi

Class III 59% 71.4% 48.7%

Class V 49% 61.7% 45%

ClassVIII 41.9% 53.8% 43.6%

Class X 37.8% 50.6% 45.4%

Faridkot jail superintendent
suspended after video shot
by inmate went viral

PNS n CHANDIGARH

Punjab Congress president
Amarinder Singh Raja

Warring on Thursday demand-
ed lifting of ban on the export
of wheat from the country.
Warring, in a letter to the
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, said that the ban needs
to be reconsidered since the
country has already adequate
buffer stocks available and there
is a growing demand in the
international market for wheat.
The state Congress chief also
urged Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann to take up the
matter with the Prime Minister

as the ban on export of wheat
has caused maximum loss to
Punjab farmers.
“Godowns and warehouses
across the country are full to the
capacity and a considerable
quantity of wheat is rotting. In
fact, this has been happening
for a long time”, he said, adding
that now was the time when
India could export surplus
wheat to the needy countries
when supplies from Russia and
Ukraine have completely
stopped due to the war.
Warring pointed out that there
was a growing demand for
wheat from many countries
and the prices had gone up. 
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Asean countries about the
US’ desire to invest in the
relationship. The Biden
Administration’s decision to
withdraw from Afghanistan,
the initial ambiguity in its
approach towards Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine and other
issues only compounded
Asean’s apprehensions about
the future direction of the
relationship.

Expectedly, the special
summit addressed certain
critical issues of Southeast
Asian countries. One, the US
reiterated that its Indo-Pacific
strategy will be Asean-centric.
This acknowledgment was
important because Asean has
generated the concern that
the US Indo-Pacific strategy
will dilute its position in US
policy towards Asia. Two,
Biden also announced to
invest $150 million in new
projects to bolster Southeast
Asia’s climate, maritime and
public health infrastructure.
Three, Asean countries,
except Singapore, have adopt-
ed the policy of neutrality on
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.
This in turn signalled the
decline of US influence in the
region. Thus, before starting
his Asia tour, Biden wanted to

send a message to Russia
and China through the
Special Summit that the US
continues to enjoy close ties
with Southeast Asian coun-
tries. At the same time,
though the joint statement
issued after the Summit did
not mention the Russian
invasion of Ukraine, Biden
must have reportedly asked
Asean members to take a
tough stand on the Russia-
Ukraine war.

On the other hand, dur-
ing his Asia visit, the launch
of Indo-Pacific Economic
Framework during the sec-
ond in-person QUAD
Summit emerged as a major
development. Ever since the
reemergence of QUAD in
2017, formally known as
Quadrilateral Security
Dialogue, it has made huge
progress. This can be gauged
from the fact that the QUAD
meeting was initially held at
the junior bureaucratic level.
Now, it is organised at differ-
ent levels, including the heads
of State. While QUAD has
played a pivotal role in deal-
ing with the COVID virus,
the group has become the
anchor of promoting a free,
open, prosperous and secure

Indo-Pacific. Addressing an
overdue lacuna in the Indo-
Pacific strategy, QUAD has
launched Indo-Pacific
Economic Framework. In
turn, it will play a crucial role
in limiting China’s econom-
ic clout in the region.

Earlier, QUAD had
shown hesitation in adding
security issues to its priority.
However, the launch of an
Indo-Pacific Partnership for
Maritime Domain Awareness
(IPMDA) has indicated the
willingness of the QUAD
countries to foster security
cooperation. The IPMDA
will offer a near-real-time,
integrated and cost-effective
maritime domain awareness
picture and help Quad mem-
bers’ allies as well to fully
monitor their shores.

Of course, Taiwan
appeared as a major issue on
the priority list of Biden’s visit
to Asia. In fact, he said in no
uncertain terms that the US
would intervene militarily if
Taiwan came under Chinese
attack. This strong presiden-
tial statement, with the pres-
ence of the major Asian pow-
ers in Tokyo, certainly
assumes huge importance,
indicating the possible shift in
the US’ approach towards
‘One China’ policy. Thus,
while the visit has crystallised
the Biden Administration’s
readiness to lead the region-
al and global efforts to con-
tain autocratic tendencies in
Asia and beyond, it needs to
be realised that the success of
the Indo-Pacific strategy and
QUAD singularly dependents
on whether the US and other
powers can protect Taiwan’s
independence or not.

Thus, while the US has
indicated to end the policy of
ambiguity on Taiwan, global
and regional efforts must be
channelised to make Taiwan
an integral element of the
Indo-Pacific Strategy and
QUAD.

(The author is a former
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Visiting Fellow, NCCU, Taipei.
The views expressed are 
personal.)
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Sir — The news of a Minister of the AAP
Government of Punjab indulging in
corruption is in the headlines as well as
the speedy action taken by the Punjab
Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann on this
corrupt Minister. Mann without delay
dismissed the Minister from the Cabinet.
In a way, such Ministers also have to be
praised that as soon as their name
cropped up in the bribery case, they
accepted their mistake. But one thing is
incomprehensible that how many days it
has been since the formation of the AAP
Government and it is very unfortunate
to have such allegations against a Minister
of a reputed department in as many days.

But the good thing is that the
Minister did not take any recourse to
power to save himself, as usually happens.
Or say that the Government did not delay
in paying compensation for the Assembly
elections of Himachal Pradesh and
Gujarat. The Punjab Government and
AAP have proved by the immediate dis-
missal that the mobile number given to
prevent corruption is working fine. It is
a request to the Almighty that this num-
ber keeps working fine. Other State
Governments should also provide simi-
lar numbers to the common man.

Rajender Kumar Sharma | Rewari
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Sir — These days we find many discus-
sions going on, some in favour and some
against, about the release of Perarivalan,
one of the accused in the Rajiv Gandhi
assassination case. Some have even gone
overboard to say that the Supreme
Court has committed a grave mistake in
releasing Perarivalan, thereby proving to
be more Catholic than the Pope! It
should not be forgotten that one of the
senior inquiry officers has regretted that
he had recorded Perarivalan’s statement
wrongly, thereby implicating him in the
heinous crime.

Reputed legal luminaries, including
Justice Krishna Iyer, have raised their

voice in favour of release of Perarivalan
confirming that he had only been arrest-
ed and kept in jail for three decades only
out of suspicion. Can anyone of those
who are opposing the release of
Perarivalan categorically state that he was
involved in Rajiv’s assassination with
unambiguous and authentic evidence?
Let us give the benefit of the doubt to
Perarivalan at least now after he has been
made to waste his entire youth in cus-
tody and allow him to spend the rest of
his life peacefully with his mother.

Tharcius S Fernando | Chennai
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Sir — Reading newspapers early in the
morning along with a cup of tea is still a
morning trend in India. Although in many
families, newspapers have been replaced
by mobile phones, there are many who
recognise newspapers as a more reliable
source of information. People believe that
anything available on the internet may be
untrue and to cross-check people prefer

newspapers or any other printed source
(magazines, letter, etc). A newspaper has
more advantages than disadvantages
while it is the other way round in the case
of smart phones. Newspapers increase
reading skills, vocabulary, general knowl-
edge and don’t affect one’s eyesight. 

We can get newspapers to update our-
selves on various current issues and news
from across the world. These are handy
items, made of papers and, therefore, eco-
friendly and easy to recycle. Most impor-
tantly, it is the easiest and cheapest source
of information.  Entertaining things like
puzzles, stories and crosswords are also
available in a newspaper. The Indian
Readership Survey (IRS) reveals that
newspaper readership at the end of Q1 of
2019 has  grown to 425 million. The trust
which the people have for print media can
never be replaced by any other source.

Ishita Patidar  | Ujjain
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Amid a gloomy picture
of the world order due
to the Russian inva-
sion of Ukraine,

President Joe Biden has redi-
rected his attention to deepen-
ing and consolidating America’s
ties with its allies and partners
in Asia. In this context, the US
hosted Asean leaders for a spe-
cial summit on May 12-13 to
take stock of its relationships.
Biden paid a five-day visit to
South Korea and Japan during
May 20-24, launching a mega-
regional economic plan for the
Indo-Pacific.

While commemorating the
45 years of US-Asean relations,
Biden declared the beginning of
a new era in their relations. He
argued that “a great deal of his-
tory of our world in the next 50
years is going to be written and
the Asean countries and our
relationship with you is the
future in the coming years and
decades”. Undoubtedly, there
are several reasons why the
Biden Administration’s political
and others efforts to infuse a
new movement in the ties with
Asean assume huge signifi-
cance. Of course, one factor that
has dominated the US pivot to
Southeast Asia is China’s
increasing footprints in the
region through the Belt & Road
Initiative, the Regional
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership.

Therefore, to contain
China’s influence and main-
tain its permeance in the region,
it is imperative for the US to
accelerate the level of coopera-
tion with Asean. On the other
hand, Asean countries have
become alarmed at China’s
assertive posturing in the South
China Sea. Consequently, they
not only want strong American
military presence in the region,
but are also trying to increase
trade and commerce with the
US to reduce their economic
dependability on China.

Sadly, President Donald
Trump’s unpredictable behav-
iour, the absence of Asean cen-
trality in the Indo-Pacific strat-
egy, the US withdrawal from the
Trans-Pacific Trade Agreement
created huge distrust among
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of the manufacturing sector which
has been hit hard by rising input
prices and supply disruptions. 

A part of the inflation is also
imported, since more than 80
percent of our fuel and 60 percent
of edible oil are imported from
countries which are also facing
severe inflation, and the inflated
import bill is reducing our foreign
exchange reserves which have
come down to US$ 598 billion pro-
viding an import cover of about 11
months in April 2022, from US$
635 billion in January 2022. The
inflation figures are already
exceeding 9 percent in certain
states like West Bengal, Madhya
Pradesh, Haryana and Telangana.
The optimism of the Union
Finance Ministry that the gradual
recovery of aggregate demand was
reducing the risk of sustained
high inflation may be rather mis-
placed. Even the higher collection
of GST as seen in the recent
months may also be partly fuelled
by the rise in prices of commodi-
ties rather than due to the expan-
sion of economic activities. 

Following the US Fed’s 0.5 per-
cent hike in inflation, the RBI has
increased the repo rate as well as
the CRR by 0.4 percent on 4th
May. It is widely expected that
there would be another steep hike
in both the interest rate as well as
the CRR in June. CRISIL Ratings
has projected inflation to be
around 6.3 percent for the current
fiscal; it also expects the RBI to
raise repo rates by another 0.75
percent to one percent during
FY-2023. Economists and corpo-

rate leaders expect the interest rate
to finally settle down around 5.5
percent by the mid FY-2023.
Indeed, given the huge difference
between the repo rate of 4.4 per-
cent and the yield of 10-year G-Sec
at above 7 percent which is a
benchmark for interest rate in the
economy, there is scope for still
higher increases. But every
increase in interest rate contracts
the space for fiscal manoeuvrabil-
ity of the government and growth
becomes the ultimate casualty.
Already the growth forecasts for
India have been sliced by all agen-
cies - RBI has itself lowered its
growth protection to 7.2 percent in
2022-23, down from 7.8 percent it
had earlier estimated.

The wholesale inflation mea-
sured by the WPI has been much
higher than the CPI inflation
throughout - it rose to a four-
month high of 14.55 percent in
March 2022 from 13.11 percent in
February. Prices accelerated across
all segments - 10.71 percent for
manufactured products, 25.97 per-
cent for basic metals, 34.52 percent
for fuel and power, and 15.54 per-
cent for primary articles, despite a
marginal slowdown in the cost of
food articles. On a monthly basis,
wholesale prices increased by 2.69
percent in March, the most since
the series began in 2004. The rea-
son for such divergence between
the WPI and CPI is partly due to
the different weightages in their
respective baskets - in the WPI
basket, manufactured articles get
64.2 percent weightage which is
much higher than in the CPI,

whereas primary articles get 22.6
percentage weightage, followed
by 13.2 percent for fuel and power. 

While the RBI considers retail
inflation for its policy decisions,
the wholesale price risesultimate-
ly get reflected on the retail prices
after a lag of a few quarters as com-
panies tend pass on the burden to
consumers. Thus, the high WPI
inflation in March for primary arti-
cles is likely to get translated into
still higher food prices which will
affect the poor more than the rich,
again belying the Finance
Ministry’s assumption that at the
lower end of the economic strata,
the impact of inflation is not as
deep as at the upper end. 

It is really strange why the RBI
took so long to act and when it
finally did so, why it had to act in
such an abrupt manner that was
sure to jolt the market severely,
leading to panic selling by foreign
investors leading to sustained
mayhem in the stock market and
severe erosion in the value of the
rupee. The increase in interest rates
could have been affected in a lit-
tle more predictable manner, using
the mechanism of regular MPC
meetings. If inflation is to be con-
trolled, decisions by all central
banks need some kind of a real-
time coordination, a mechanism
for which needs to be worked out
and activated without delay. The
WTO, must also be involved
simultaneously in the battle against
inflation.  Inflation is as bad as
Covid if not worse, and only by
coming together, the world can
fight it effectively.
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(The author is a former
Director General at 

the Office of the
Comptroller & Auditor
General of India and an

academic. The views
expressed are personal.)

What happened in
Konaseema district in
Andhra Pradesh on

May 24 was unprecedented and
totally unforeseen. Houses of a
Minister for Transport, Pinipe
Viswaroop, a Dalit, and MLA,
P. Satish, a fisherman, were set
on fire by a mob which also
indulged in arson and vandal-
ism in Amalapuram town.
Violence broke out when the
police attempted to prevent a
procession taken out by Joint
Action Committee (JAC) as
part of ‘Chalo Amalapuram’
from meeting the district collec-
tor. Had the police allowed the
protestors to submit their mem-
orandum to the collector, things
might have been different. 

The JAC was formed to
oppose the change of the dis-
trict’s name from Konaseema to
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Konaseema

District. People of Konaseema
are sentimental about the name
of their district. The movement
for a separate district of
Konaseema was on for many
years. It acquired momentum
with the State Government’s
decision to create Konaseema
district and to add Ambedkar’s
name to it. Top leaders of
major parties supported the
proposal though many others,
transcending party differences,
privately opposed the change.
Nara Chandrababu Naidu of
the TDP and Pawan Kalyan of
the Jana Sena Party gave their
consent when YSRCP govern-
ment sought their approval. 

Konaseema district has a
peculiar demographic picture.
Kapus, Settibalij as and Dalits
are the three dominant com-
munities which are equally
large, vocal and militant. There

used to be frequent clashes
between the Kapus and
Settibalij as till 1993 when
some leaders such as Gudipudi
Prabhakara Rao brokered
peace between the two warring
communities. The two com-
munities have not been quar-
reling ever since barring some
isolated incidents. However,
the Dalits have been at logger-
heads both with the Kapus and

Settibalij as who are part of the
BCs. Konaseema district has
one Lok Sabha seat
(Amalapuram) and three (out
of a total of seven) assembly
seats reserved for SCs.
Anuradha, an SC, is represent-
ing Amalapuram constituency
in Lok Sabha. The Minister
from the district Viswaroop is
considered very close to YSR’s
family. Dalits are in command
in the district and this is detest-
ed by Kapus and Balijas. 

When AP Chief Minister
Jagan Mohan Reddy visited
Marumalla village near
Amalapuram last week,
Viswaroop had taken a delega-
tion of Dalits to him. They sub-
mitted a memorandum
requesting the Chief Minister
to name Konaseema district
after Baba Saheb Ambedkar.
Jagan Mohan Reddy accepted

the request but wanted the
opposition parties to approve
the proposal. TDP and JSP
leaders had welcomed the idea.
A gazette notification was
issued last week renaming the
district as Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
Konsaseema District and it
asked the people to let the gov-
ernment know within one
month if anybody has any
objection.

The GO was not openly
opposed by any noted political
leader. But WhatsApp messages
were sent in their thousands by
the general public, supporting
or opposing the move. The
Dalit protagonists were as
aggressive as Kapus and Balijas.
Viswaroop reportedly told the
police to use force in dealing
with the situation. The police
had clamped Section 144 and
Section 30 by way of preventive

measures. But the force which
the protestors unleashed in a
matter of hours was not fore-
seen by the police who were
unprepared. They used lathis
and fired in the air for five
times to control the mob. Till
8 pm the street battles between
the police and the protestors
were going on. The police
could bring the situation under
control by late in the night.
DIG Palraju (Eluru range) and
four SPs have been camping at
Amalapuram which remained
peaceful on Wednesday. Extra
forces have been rushed to the
town. Forty-six persons have
been taken into custody till
Wednesday afternoon, accord-
ing to DIG Palraju.  He had
spoken to community leaders.
He appealed to the people to
maintain peace and harmony.   

Konaseema which is

known for its greenery,
coconut trees and high yield-
ing crops, has all of a sudden
exploded in the face of the
police officials. Nothing of
this sort had happened in the
last four decades. Even at the
time of Vangaveeti Mohan
Ranga’s murder in Vijayawada
in 1989, the riots were all over
coastal Andhra and only Kapus
in Konaseema were involved in
sporadic violence. 

This time it was SCs versus
all others. It was mostly the
result of long-standing com-
munity rivalries and discontent
with the present Government
rather than antagonism
towards Ambedkar. The dom-
inant profile of Dalit leaders
also added fuel to the fire.
Former Speaker of Lok Sabha,
GMC Balayogi, hailed from the
same place.
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(The writer is a senior 
journalist and Editor,

primepost, a news website
based out of Hyderabad.

The views expressed 
are personal.)
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�(��� .�1��/�� It seems that for the entire world, high
inflation is going to be the new nor-
mal, at least for the foreseeable
future. In April 2022, the IMF’s

World Economic Outlook predicted that
during 2022, inflation will be at 5.7 per-
cent in advanced economies and 8.7 per-
cent in emerging markets and developing
economies-1.8 and 2.8 percent higher,
respectively,than its earlier projections in
January. The unprecedented supply dis-
ruptions caused by the Russia-Ukraine
War, now about to enter its fourth month,
have been driving commodity prices for
quite some time, and conditions are
expected to deteriorate progressively. 

Worsening supply-demand imbal-
ances and further increases in commod-
ity prices could lead to persistently high
inflation at least in the medium term,
which in turn would lead to a spiral of ris-
ing interest rates, higher wage demands
and consequent fall in the profitability of
companies forcing them to curtail pro-
duction, leading in turn to still higher
inflation and more losses in real wages.
Post-pandemic, the world is already
struggling for economic recovery while
trying to manage much higher debt lev-
els than before due to the expansionary
fiscal policies triggered by the pandem-
ic. Now the higher inflation would
expose countries, especially the emerging
markets and developing economies, to
serious debt vulnerabilities, let alone
building fiscal buffers. 

The drivers of this rising inflation - the
war, sanctions, lockdown in China due to
a resurgence of Covid, and the massive
supply-chain disruptions as a result of all
these — are beyond the control of cen-
tral banks. Hence monetary policies
alone may not suffice to tame the men-
ace of inflation, though the responses of
different countries to such policies would
vary depending on their conditions and
the strength of their fundamentals.
Governments would also be weary of
reversing their expansionary fiscal poli-
cies which would translate into econom-
ic hardships for their people trying hard
to recover from the losses suffered dur-
ing the pandemic years. In the unfolding
scenario, growth will likely take a back seat
for the entire world for the time being. 

In India, the retail inflation measured
by the CPI had shot up to 7.8 percent in
April 2022 from 7 percent in March, the
highest in the last 8 years. While the urban
inflation was 7.1 percent, the rural infla-
tion soared to 8.4 percent. In the CPI bas-
ket, food and beverages carry a weightage
of 45.9 percent and fuel another 6.8 per-
cent; even if we take these out, the core
inflation still remained at 6.5 percent, way
above the RBI’s inflation target of 6 per-
cent at the upper band. Factory output also
remained sluggish, with the index of
industrial production (IIP) rising only by
1.9 percent in March 2022, down from the
peak of 134.4 percent recorded in April
2021, mainly due to the low performance
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China's Foreign Minister Wang Yi
and a 20-strong delegation

arrived in the Solomon Islands
Thursday at the start of an eight-
nation tour that comes amid grow-
ing concerns about Beijing's military
and financial ambitions in the South
Pacific region.

China says the trip builds on a
long history of friendly relations

between Beijing and the island
nations.

But Australia scrambled to
counter the move by sending its own
Foreign Minister Penny Wong to Fiji
to shore up support in the Pacific.
Wong had been on the job just five
days following an Australian election
and had just arrived back Wednesday
night from a meeting in Tokyo.

In Fiji, Wong said it was up to
each island nation to decide what

partnerships they formed and what
agreements they signed, but urged
them to consider the benefits of stick-
ing with Australia.

“Australia will be a partner that
doesn't come with strings attached
nor imposing unsustainable financial
burdens," Wong said. “We are a
partner that won't erode Pacific pri-
orities or Pacific institutions.” 

Meanwhile, the Media
Association of Solomon Islands called

on its members to boycott a news
conference in the capital, Honiara,
held by Wang and his counterpart
from the Solomon Islands, Jeremiah
Manele, following a meeting between
the pair.

That's because only selected
media were invited to the event, and
the schedule allowed for just a single
question to be asked of Wang by
China's state-owned broadcaster
CCTV. “Its a tough call to make

regarding the media boycott for the
press event on Thursday,” wrote
association president Georgina Kekea
on Twitter. “Our protest is for our
govt to see our disappointment.
They have failed us &amp; they failed
to protect #democracy.”

According to an official Chinese
summary of the meeting, Wang told
his counterpart that China would
firmly support the Solomon Islands
in its efforts to maintain national

security and territorial integrity,
while Manele described the visit as
historic and a “milestone in the rela-
tions” between the two countries.

China signed a security pact with
the Solomon Islands last month in a
move that sent shock waves around
the world. That pact has raised fears
that China could send troops to the
island nation or even establish a mil-
itary base there, not far from
Australia. The Solomon Islands and

China say there are no plans for a
base.

In another move by China, a
draft document obtained by The
Associated Press shows that Wang is
hoping to strike a deal with 10 small
Pacific nations during his visit. The
sweeping agreement covers every-
thing from security to fisheries and
is seen by at least one Pacific leader
as an attempt by Beijing to wrest con-
trol of the region.
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The Sri Lankan police
have questioned former
prime minister Mahinda

Rajapaksa and recorded a 3-
hour-long statement over the
violent clashes between his
supporters and anti-govern-
ment protesters in the crisis-
hit country that killed at least
10 people and injured over 200
others, according to a media
report on Thursday.

On May 9, violence erupt-
ed in Sri Lanka after support-
ers of the 76-year-old former
premier attacked peaceful
anti-government protesters
demanding his ouster over
the country's worst economic
crisis that led to acute short-
ages of staple food, fuel and
power.

Over 200 people have also
been injured in the violence in
Colombo and other cities.

The Criminal
Investigations Department
(CID) has recorded a state-
ment from Mahinda
Rajapaksa on Wednesday over
May 9 incidents at Kollupitiya
and Galle Face Green, the
official residence of the Sri

Lankan prime minister, the
Daily Mirror website reported.

Police said the CID
recorded a nearly three-hour-
long statement from the for-
mer Prime Minister last
evening at his residence in
Colombo, the report added.

On May 23, a top bureau-
crat of Sri Lanka's Ministry of
Security who is in charge of

the police department
resigned over his failure to
curb the violent clashes.

Last week, Sri Lanka's CID
also quizzed three members of
the ruling SLPP parliamentary
group over their alleged
involvement in the clashes.

Two of their colleagues
who were arrested previously
have been remanded in cus-

tody till May 25.
On Friday, Namal

Rajapaksa, a former minister
and the son of Mahinda
Rajapaksa also summoned and
his statement was recorded.

Members of the ruling
coalition government blamed
Opposition party Janatha
Vimukthi Peramuna for insti-
gating the violence on May 9,

which was vehemently denied
by the Marxist party.

The mob destroyed sever-
al tents and other structures
erected at Galle Face and also
attacked some of the demon-
strators.

The violence saw arson
attacks on the homes of several
politicians, including the
ancestral home of the
Rajapaksas in Hambantota.

The properties of some 78
government parliamentarians
faced arson in the ensuing
attacks.

Sri Lanka has been wit-
nessing large-scale protests
against the government's han-
dling of the debt-ridden econ-
omy -- the worst-ever eco-
nomic crisis in the country's
history.

The country of 22 million
is grappling with unprece-
dented economic turmoil
since its independence from
Britain in 1948.

The crisis is caused in
part by a lack of foreign cur-
rency, which has meant that
the country cannot afford to
pay for imports of staple foods
and fuel, leading to acute
shortages and very high prices. 
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By now it's as predictable
as the calls for thoughts

and prayers: A mass shooting
leaves many dead, and wild
conspiracy theories and mis-
information about the car-
nage soon follow. It hap-
pened after Sandy Hook,
after Parkland, after the
Orlando nightclub shooting
and after the deadly rampage
earlier this month at a
Buffalo grocery store. 

Within hours of Tuesday's
school shooting in Uvalde,

Texas, another rash began as
internet users spread baseless
claims about the man named
as the gunman and his possi-
ble motives. Unfounded claims
that the gunman was an immi-
grant living in the U.S. Illegally,
or transgender, quickly
emerged on Twitter, Reddit
and other social media plat-
forms. They were accompa-
nied by familiar conspiracy
theories suggesting the entire
shooting was somehow staged.

The claims reflect broad-
er problems with racism and
intolerance toward trans-

gender people, and are an
effort to blame the shooting
on minority groups who
already endure higher rates
of online harassment and
hate crimes, according to
disinformation expert Jaime
Longoria.

“It's a tactic that serves
two purposes: It avoids real
conversations about the issue
(of gun violence), and it
gives people who don't want
to face reality a patsy, it
gives them someone to
blame,” said Longoria, direc-
tor of research at the Disinfo
Defense League, a non-prof-
it that works to fight racist
misinformation.

In the hours after the
shooting, posts falsely claim-
ing the gunman was living in
the country illegally went
viral, with some users adding
embellishments, including
that he was “on the run
from Border Patrol.”

“He was an illegal alien
wanted for murder from El
Salvador,” read one tweet
liked and retweeted hun-
dreds of times. “This is blood
on Biden's hands and should
have never happened.”

The man who authorities
say carried out the shooting,
18-year-old Salvador
Ramos, is a U.S. Citizen,
Texas Gov. Greg Abbott said
in a news conference on
Tuesday.
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President Vladimir Putin
issued an order ON

Wednesday to fast track
Russian citizenship for resi-
dents in parts of southern
Ukraine largely held by his
forces, while lawmakers in
Moscow passed a bill to
strengthen the stretched
Russian army.

Putin's decree applying to
the Kherson and Zaporizhzhia
regions could allow Russia to
strengthen its hold on territo-
ry that lies between eastern
Ukraine, where Moscow-
backed separatists occupy some
areas, and the Crimean
Peninsula, which Russia seized
in 2014.

The Russian army is
engaged in an intense battle for
Ukraine's eastern industrial
heartland, known as the
Donbas. In a sign that the
Kremlin is trying to bolster its
stretched military machine,
Russian lawmakers agreed to
scrap the age limit of 40 for
individuals signing their first
voluntary military contracts.

A description of the bill on
the parliament website indi-
cated older recruits would be
allowed to operate precision
weapons or serve in engineer-
ing or medical roles. The chair
of the Russian parliament's

defense committee, Andrei
Kartapolov, said the measure
would make it easier to hire
people with “in-demand" skills.

Russian authorities have
said that only volunteer con-
tract soldiers are sent to fight
in Ukraine, although they have
acknowledged that some con-
scripts were drawn into the
fighting by mistake in the early
stages of the war.

Three months into Russia's
invasion of the neighboring
country, Putin visited a military
hospital in Moscow and met
with some soldiers wounded in
Ukraine, the Kremlin said in a
statement on its website.

Wednesday's event was the
Russian leader's first publicly
known visit with soldiers fight-
ing in Ukraine since he

launched the war on Feb. 24.
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy has vis-
ited wounded soldiers, civilians
and children — including at
times when Russian troops
were fighting on the outskirts
of Kyiv.

A reporter for the state-run
Russia1 TV channel posted a
video clip on Telegram show-
ing Putin in a white medical
coat talking to a man in hos-
pital attire, presumably a sol-
dier. The man, filmed from
behind standing up and with
no visible wounds, tells Putin
that he has a son. The presi-
dent, accompanied by Defense
Minister Sergei Shoigu,
responds: “He will be proud of
his father,” before shaking the
man's hand.
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New Delhi: Tata Power Renewable Energy on Thursday
announced the commissioning of a 100 MW solar project for
Maharashtra State Electricity Distribution Company Ltd at Partur
in Maharashtra.

“Tata Power Renewable Energy Ltd (TPREL), one of India’s
largest renewable energy companies and a wholly-owned sub-
sidiary of Tata Power, has commissioned 100 MW project for
Maharashtra State Electricity Distribution Company Limited
(MSEDCL) in Partur, Maharashtra,”a company statement said.

According to the statement, the installation comprising over
4,11,900 monocrystalline PV modules is expected to reduce
around 234 million tonnes of CO2 annually. The project was exe-
cuted by Tata Power Solar Systems Limited, an arm of Tata Power,
within the stipulated timeline of three-and-a-half months on 600
acres of land.

“Commissioning of MSEDCL project in such a short time
frame is a testimony to Tata Power’s extraordinary project exe-
cution capabilities. It would help Maharashtra contribute to India’s
renewable energy ambitions by increasing the share of renew-
able energy in the state’s overall energy mix,”said Praveer Sinha,
CEO & MD, Tata Power. PTI
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D e l h i :
Gold in the
n a t i o n a l
capital on
Thursday
fell by �241
to �50,671
per 10 grams, reflecting a
decline in international pre-
cious metal prices, according to
HDFC Securities.

In the previous trade, the
precious metal settled at
�50,912 per 10 grams.

Silver, however, grows �87
to �61,384 per kg from �61,297
per kg in the previous trade.

In the international mar-
ket, gold was trading lower at
USD 1,848 per ounce and sil-
ver was flat at USD 21.85 per
ounce.  PTI

Mumbai: The RBI on
Thursday eased norms for non-
bank entities to set up Bharat
Bill Payment operating units by
reducing the net-worth reqire-
ment to Rs 25 crore, with a
view to encourage more play-
ers in the segment.

At present, a net worth of
Rs 100 crore is required to
obtain authorisation for a non-
bank BBPOU (Bharat Bill
Payment Operating Units).

Bharat Bill Payment
System (BBPS) is an interop-
erable platform for bill pay-
ments and the scope and cov-
erage of BBPS extends to all
categories of billers who raise
recurring bills.

“...The minimum net-
worth requirement for non-
bank Bharat Bill Payment
Operating Units (BBPOUs)
stands reduced to Rs 25
crore,”the Reserve Bank of
India said in a circular.

Users of BBPS enjoy ben-
efits like standardised bill pay-
ment experience, centralised
customer grievance redressal
mechanism and prescribed

customer convenience fee.
The reduction in net-worth

requirements follows an
announcement regarding the
same by the central bank in
April.

The RBI had said while
BBPS has seen an increase in
the volume of transactions as
well as number of onboarded
billers, it is observed that there
has not been a corresponding
growth in the number of non-
bank BBPOUs.

The requirement of  �100
crore net worth for a non-bank
BBPOU to obtain authorisation
was viewed as a constraint to
greater participation, it had
said. 

To increase participation,
the RBI had decided to align
the net worth requirement of
non-bank BBPOUs with that of
other non–bank participants
which handle customer funds
(like payment aggregators) and
have a similar risk profile. PTI
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New Delhi: Moody’s Investors
Service on Thursday slashed
India’s economic growth pro-
jection to 8.8 per cent for 2022
from 9.1 per cent earlier, citing
high inflation.

In its update to Global
Macro Outlook 2022-23,
Moody’s said high-frequency
data suggests that the growth
momentum from December
quarter 2021 carried through
into the first four months this
year.

However, the rise in crude
oil, food and fertilizer prices
will weigh on household
finances and spending in the
months ahead. Rate hike to
prevent energy and food infla-
tion from becoming more gen-
eralized will slow the demand
recovery’s momentum, it said.

“We have lowered our
calendar-year 2022 growth
forecast for India to 8.8 per cent
from our March forecast of 9.1
per cent, while maintaining our
2023 growth forecasts at 5.4 per
cent,”Moody’s said.

Strong credit growth, a
large increase in investment
intentions announced by the
corporate sector, and a high
budget allocation to capital
spending by the government
indicate that the investment
cycle is strengthening.

“But unless global crude oil
and food prices rise further, the

economy seems strong enough
to maintain solid growth
momentum,”Moody’s added.

For 2022 and 2023, it pro-
jected inflation to be around 6.8
per cent and 5.2 per cent,
respectively.

A rise in prices across all
items from fuel to vegetables
and cooking oil pushed WPI or
wholesale price-based infla-
tion to a record high of 15.08
per cent in April and retail
inflation to a near eight-year
high of 7.79 per cent.

High inflation prompted
the Reserve Bank to hold an
unscheduled meeting to raise
the benchmark interest rate by
40 basis points to 4.40 per cent
earlier this month.

In November last year,
Moody’s had projected a 9.3 per
cent economic growth for India
in the ongoing fiscal year
(April-March).

Earlier this month, S&P
Global Ratings had cut India’s
growth projection for 2022-23
to 7.3 per cent, from 7.8 per
cent earlier, on rising inflation
and longer-than-expected
R u s s i a - U k r a i n e  
conflict.

In March, Fitch had cut
India growth forecast to 8.5 per
cent, from 10.3 per cent, citing
sharply high energy prices on
account of Russia-Ukraine war.

The World Bank in April

slashed India’s GDP forecast for
2022-23 to 8 per cent from 8.7
per cent predicted earlier, while
IMF has cut the projection to
8.2 per cent from 
9 per cent.

Asian Development Bank
(ADB) has projected India’s
growth at 7.5 per cent, while
RBI last month cut forecast to
7.2 per cent, from 7.8 per cent,
amid volatile crude oil prices
and supply chain disruptions
due to the ongoing Russia-
Ukraine war.

In its report on Thursday,
Moody’s said it has lowered its
global growth projections and
raised inflation forecasts for
2022 and 2023 on account of
several negative factors.

The main drivers of the
slowing economic momentum
are ongoing supply shocks that
are stoking inflation and erod-
ing consumer purchasing
power, and a shift towards
more hawkish monetary poli-
cy globally, accompanied by
financial market volatility, asset
repricing and tighter credit
conditions.

Stating that the post-pan-
demic economic recovery faces
a complex set of challenges, it
said several cross-currents have
hit the global economy all at
once, and will slow growth more
significantly than it envisaged
only a few months ago. PTI
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Mumbai: Upcoming release of
official data for economic per-
formance is likely to register a
2.7 per cent growth for the
January-March period, and the
FY22 growth is expected to be
8.5 per cent, economists at
SBI said on Thursday.

They were, however, quick
to add that it is difficult to com-
prehend the numbers due to
the spate of revisions that we
have seen till now and termed
this situation as a forecaster’s
nightmare.

“We ...Believe the GDP
projection for Q4 FY22 is
clouded by significant uncer-
tainties. For example, even a
one per cent downward revi-
sion in Q1 GDP estimates of
FY22 from 20.3 per cent, all
other things remaining
unchanged, could push Q4
GDP growth to 3.8 per
cent,”they noted.

Official data on the econ-
omy is expected to be released
on May 31.

The Central Statistics
Office (CSO) had projected Q4
GDP at Rs 41.04 lakh crore and
FY22 real GDP growth at Rs
147.7 lakh crore, an improve-
ment of 1.7 per cent over pre-

pandemic levels, they said,
adding that the ‘SBI
Nowcasting model’ with an
unchanged quarterly numbers
pegs the growth rate of Q4GDP
at Rs 40 lakh crores, that is
lower by Rs 1 lakh crore from
the CSO preliminary projec-
tions.  “We believe that down-
ward adjustments in Q1, Q2
and Q3 numbers could have a
soothing impact on Q4 GDP
numbers. Every Rs 10,000 crore
revision adds/subtracts 0.07
per cent from GDP growth,”the
note said.

Early trends for the March
quarter results from listed cor-
porates reported better growth
numbers across parameters, as
compared to the year-ago peri-
od, with a contraction in oper-
ating margin due to higher
input cost, it said.
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New Delhi: All India Power
Engineers Federation (AIPEF)
on Thursday alleged that the
Centre is encroaching upon
states’ authority and forcing
them to buy imported coal in
a cover-up of its own ineffi-
ciencies in supplying domestic
dry fuel to thermal 
plants.

The power ministry’s
directions issued earlier this
month to generating compa-
nies is pushing states to import
coal to increase blending to
supplement domestic coal to
offset the short supply of the
dry fuel by Coal India Ltd,
AIPEF said in a statement.

The ministry has also
asked all imported coal-based
power units to run at full
capacity and said that the
upward revision of tariff will be
issued by a committee.

“The central government is

encroaching on the state
authority and forcing them to
buy imported coal to cover up
its own inefficiencies in sup-
plying domestic coal to thermal
plants,”AIPEF spokesperson V
K Gupta alleged. PTI
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Mumbai: Equity benchmarks
mustered gains for the first
time this week on Thursday as
investors piled into the recent-
ly-battered metal, bank and IT
stocks amid expiry of month-
ly derivative contracts.

Snapping its three-session
losing streak, the 30-share BSE
Sensex rallied 503.27 points or
0.94 per cent to settle at
54,252.53.

On similar lines, the broad-
er NSE Nifty gained 144.35
points or 0.90 per cent to end
at 16,170.15.

Tata Steel topped the
Sensex gainers’ chart, rallying
5.27 per cent after its recent
rout, followed by SBI, HDFC
Bank, Axis Bank, Nestle India,
HDFC, ICICI Bank, TCS and
Wipro.

In value terms, HDFC
twins and ICICI Bank account-
ed for over half of the bench-
mark’s gains.

In contrast, Sun Pharma,
Reliance Industries, Hindustan
Unilever, Larsen & Toubro, Dr
Reddy’s and Bajaj Finance were
the laggards, losing up to 1.16
per cent.

The market breadth was in
favour of the bulls, with 24 of
the 30 Sensex stocks closing in
the green.

“Markets witnessed
healthy short covering towards
the closing hours that helped

key indices to reverse the 3-day
losing streak. With the US
FOMC minutes out of the way
now, market is more or less get-
ting prepared for the likely rate
hikes, and hence we saw strong
buying on the futures and
options (F&O) expiry day.

“While we may see bouts of
selling going ahead due to
other negative factors like high-
er inflation, continuous FII
selling, and Russia-Ukraine
conflict, relief rallies will still be
seen amidst volatility,”said
Shrikant Chouhan, Head of
Equity Research (Retail), Kotak
Securities Ltd.

Vinod Nair, Head of

Research at Geojit Financial
Services, said after the heavy
sell-off recently, market showed
signs of exhaustion and can
rebound for the short to medi-
um-term.

“Technically, the broad
market is in the oversold terri-
tory and fundamentally valua-
tions are just below the three-
year average. A key reason for
the current correction is selling
by FIIs and a reduction in
domestic buying. A drop in
FIIs selling will be an important
reason for the bounce. PTI
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GUJARAT CELEBRATES WORLD BEE DAY 

Taking a major step to
ensure availability of nat-

ural gas for large customers,
GAIL (India) Limited has laid
a dedicated pipeline to supply
the fuel to HPCL Mittal
Energy Ltd’s (HMEL) refinery
in Bathinda.

The Gas Receiving Station
for the pipeline was inaugurat-
ed on May 21 by Prabh Das,
Managing Director and CEO,
HMEL in the presence of
Manoj Jain, Chairman &
Managing Director, Deepak
Gupta, Director (Projects)
from GAIL and Vartika
Shukla, Chairman &

Managing Director, Engineers
India Limited. 

The dedicated pipeline,
laid at a cost of  �142 crore,
will supply 1 MMSCMD gas
to HMEL. 

The 44.26 km pipeline of
12 inch diameter is a spur line
of the 500 km Dadri - Bawana
- Nangal Pipeline (DBNPL). 

The DBNPL is a part of
the National Gas Grid and
runs from Dadri (Uttar
Pradesh) through
Yamunanagar (Haryana) to
Nangal (Punjab) to meet the
energy demand of these
northern States.
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a national level function was held in Tent
City-II, Ekta Nagar, Narmada, Gujarat

on May 20, 2022. It was celebrated with great
fervour. The Union Agriculture and Farmers’
Welfare Minister Narendra Singh Tomar men-
tioned that the Government is working hard
under Prime Minister Narendra Modi's lead-
ership to bring about a Sweet Revolution in the
country. 

He also stated that Modi’s goal is to
empower small farmers and approximately 55
per cent of India’s population lives in rural areas
and that the country will progress only when
the rural population improvises. 

With virtually inaugurating honey testing
laboratories and processing units at several
places like Pulwama, Bandipur and Jammu in
Jammu and Kashmir; Tumkur in Karnataka;
Saharanpur in Uttar Pradesh; Pune in
Maharashtra and Uttarakhand, he also opened
an exhibition at the event venue. 

Under the centrally-funded National
Beekeeping Honey Mission which aims to
establish five large regional and 100 small honey
and its byproducts testing laboratories, three
world-class laboratories have already been
established. 25 other small laboratories are on
the verge of getting established. The
Government is also assisting in the establish-
ment of these processing units.

In India, more than 1.25 lakh metric
tonnes of honey is produced and more than
60,000 metric tonnes of natural honey is
exported. To attract and enhance the global
market relationship, the GoI and the State
Governments are working to improve the qual-
ity of honey and are collaborating and focus-
ing on beekeeper capacity building through the
use of scientific techniques. 

Tomar also travelled back in time when
Modi was the Chief Minister of Gujarat to recall
how he paved a new way for the State’s devel-
opment. His administration remained commit-
ted to the development of Gujarat's poor and
small farmers. The State performed well under
his leadership in terms of reducing poverty, cre-
ating jobs, developing health facilities and mak-
ing irrigation accessible for farmers.  

During the programme, farmers from var-
ious States interacted with Tomar and other
dignitaries sharing their stories about how bee-
keeping has increased their income. 

Minister of State for Agriculture and
Farmers' Welfare Kailash Choudhary, stated
that the Government has provided farmers
with the necessary resources as well as new
technology through various beekeeping
schemes and is developing a mission mode to
promote beekeeping in order to increase

farmer income. According to Choudhary,
Modi has worked tirelessly for the betterment
of farmers.

Ambassador of the Republic of Slovenia
Mateja Vodeb; Konda Reddy Chavva, FAO
Representative in India; Manoj Ahuja,

Secretary, Department of Agriculture and
Farmers’  Welfare (DA&FW); Dr
AbhilakshLikhi, Additional Secretary,
DA&FW; Dr Prabhat Kumar, Horticulture
Commissioner, DA&FW; Meenish Shah,
Chairman, National Dairy Development

Board, senior officers of Ministry of
Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare and
Government of Gujarat and large number of
farmers/beekeepers and stakeholders asso-
ciated with honey production took part in
the event.

Himveer Weavers Welfare
Association (HWWA)

paid respect towards mothers
by holding a special talk pro-
gramme on mother’s role in
shaping the future of the fam-
ilies. 

Wrestler Geeta Phogat and
Everester Santosh Yadav were
the guests of honour on the
occasion.

This special motivational
talk was organised by HWWA
at the ITBP Force Head
Quarters, New Delhi, where

mothers of HWWA families
with  children achieving lau-
rels in the field of education
and sports were felicitated by
Ritu Arora, Chairperson
HWWA.

Geeta Phogat and Santosh
Yadav interacted with the
HWWA families and children
and motivated them. They
also answered the questions
asked by mothers and children
at the talk programme.
Thousands of family members
and jawans witnessed the pro-

gramme through the online
medium. Both Geeta Fogat
and Santosh Yadav shared
their struggle and success sto-
ries with memorable instances
of their lives, especially their
experience with their dedicat-
ed mothers who shaped their
personalities. 

Arora welcomed the
guests of honour on the occa-
sion and elaborated on steps
being taken by HWWA for the
welfare of families of the Force.
She said that the role of moth-
ers in the security forces per-
sonnel families is more impor-
tant to shape the future of the
children. 

Shikha Srivastava, Vice
Chairperson 'HWWA' and
other senior members of
'HWWA' were also present
on the occasion. 

A free BYJUs online e-
learning programme in asso-
ciation with Smiles
Foundation was also inaugu-
rated on the occasion. The
ITBP wards from class 4th to
12th can be enrolled through
the programme to have free
education for three years with
this initiative. 
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SRM Institute of Science
and Technology,

Kattankulathur has signed a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with
Defence Services Staff College
(DSSC), Wellington, an Armed
Forces Training Institution of
the Ministry of Defence,
Government of India. 

MoU’s primary aim is to
provide migration facilities
for Armed Forces Officers
posted as faculty in DSSC by
SRMIST leading to the award
of PhD in programmes like
Defence and Strategic Studies,
Disaster Management,
Communication, Economics,

International  Relations,
Logistics, Cyber Warfare,
Electronics,  Weapon
Technology and Defence
Budgeting, among others.

Commandant Lt Gen S
Mohan, AVSM, SM, VSM
represented DSSC. 

Vice Chancellor Dr C
Muthamizhchelvan and
Registrar Dr S Ponnusamy,
among others appeared for
SRMIST. 

Dr Muthamizhchelvan
said: “Through this the offi-
cers of DSSC can pursue
masters as well as PhD pro-
grammes that are offered
here.” 

Bharat Heavy Electricals
Limited (BHEL) has

bounced back into the black in
fiscal 2021-22 despite the sec-
ond wave of COVID impact-
ing Q1 operations severely. 

Due to a strong focus on
speeding up execution, cost
control, prudent resource
management, and improving
service and quality standards,
the company has not only
achieved break-even in FY
21-22 but has also strength-
ened its balance sheet. 

While revenue from oper-
ations surged 24 per cent to
�21,211 crore, against �17,308
crore in the previous year, the
company achieved a Profit
Before Tax (PBT) of �437

crore against a loss of �3,612
crore in the year before. 

Overall, the company
achieved an EBIDTA of �1,100
crore. This has been achieved
despite tremendous pressure
on margins due to a sharp
spike in metal prices and
increase in other material &
fuel costs. Profit After Tax
stands at �410 crore against a
loss of �2,717 crore in the pre-
vious year. Notably, the com-
pany has declared a dividend
of 20 per cent for FY 2021-22,
after a span of three years.

This performance is a
result of a shift in focus
towards project centric oper-
ations over the last couple of
years, with the company

achieving the highest level of
execution at project sites (in
the past five years) as well as
the highest ever project clo-
sures. 

This has also resulted in a
cash surplus of �660 crore
from operation activities. As
on March 31, 2022, the com-
pany had cash and bank bal-
ances, net of borrowings, of
�2,409 crore as compared to
�1,868 crore, at the end of FY
20-21. 

During the year, BHEL
has commissioned and syn-
chronised 4,119 MW of power
plants in the utility, solar and
captive segments and an addi-
tional 1,460 MW of steam
generators. 
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Girl Empowerment
Mission (GEM), the
flagship CSR initiative

of NTPC Ltd in empowering
young girls to realise their
dreams, has achieved the newer
heights of success.

NTPC Ltd, India’s largest
integrated energy company,
has received widespread
acclaim for supporting the
upliftment of girls with focus
on girl children from the vil-
lages around NTPC projects.
Further, it is planning to con-
duct its GEM initiative in about
35 project locations during
this year.

The GEM programme has
empowered girls from across
the country and made them
aware of basic education, health
and self-defence. With this ini-
tiative, NTPC aims to help
these girls break the glass ceil-
ing and dispel the misconcep-
tion about female foeticide in
rural areas. The initiative has
created a space for the children
to showcase their talents and
capabilities.

As a responsible corporate
citizen, NTPC started the Girl
Empowerment Mission back in
2018 and contributed to the
empowerment of unfortunate
girls in the vicinity of its pro-
ject locations. 

By 2019, the Girl
Empowerment Mission bene-

fitted 2,300 girls across 20 pro-
ject locations. NTPC oversaw
the enrolment of girl students
between the age of 10-12 years
from different locations such as
Dadri, Korba, Farakka, Sipat,
Singrauli, Kawas,
Ramagundam, Simhadri and
other project areas.

The girl students have got-
ten exposed to not only acad-
emics but also yoga, self-
defence, fine arts and much
more. These girls have imbibed
a creative mind set and also
learnt the importance of team
spirit.

GEM ensures that the girl
child grows into a well-round-
ed adult with ample curiosity
and quality communication
and social skills. Additionally,
it motivates the girl child to
nurture their creativity, sharp-
en psychological, social and
emotional growth, and makes
learning a lively, engaging, and
impactful experience.

Since its inception, the
company has laid focus on
creating pioneering Corporate
Social Responsibility (CSR)
practices that have had a per-
manent sustainable impact on
the lives of the people. NTPC
will continue to spearhead such
initiatives and touch the lives of
the marginalised people and
ensure that they live their lives
with dignity.

In order to fast track the con-
struction work required by

divisions for removing infra-
structure bottlenecks and
improving mobility of passen-
ger and freight trains, Northern
Railway is setting up Gati Shakti
Units in selected divisions at
present. First of this unit in the
Northern Railway is to be set up
in the Delhi Division. 

With the opening of the
dedicated GS unit at Delhi
Division, the Hon’ble PM’s
National Master Plan for mul-
timodal Connectivity, Gati
Shakti, will get impetus. 

A meeting was held by
Ashutosh Gangal, General
Manager, Northern Railway at
New Delhi on May 20. The
principal heads of the depart-
ment involved with the Gati
Shakti Plan and the Divisional
Railway Manager of Delhi divi-

sion were present in the meet-
ing.  

The technical, administra-
tive and financial modalities for
setting up the unit along with
organisational set-up were dis-
cussed in detail. Railways will
also seek opinions from indus-
try and established experts for
design checking, testing of
material, site tests and for con-
ducting surveys. 

The Gati Shakti Unit has a
committee of personnel from
the Engineering, Signal &
Telecommunication and
Finance departments. The unit
will be headed by DRM Delhi.
With the coming together of all
the involved departments, the
processes of requisite infra-
structure creation will be expe-
dited. 

Speed of passenger trains is
being improved in sections over

the Northern Railway. Recently,
trains have been speeded up to
130 Km/hr in New
Delhi–Ludhiana and New
Delhi–Palwal sections. 

Infrastructure upgrade for
providing better services to the
rail users has been the focus of
NR. 

Several new line projects are
on-going which will provide rail
connectivity to hinterlands.
ROBs and RUBs are being con-
structed instead of LC gates to
facilitate rail/road traffic. 

33 pairs of trains have been
given a traction change from
diesel to electric in the last
financial year as this will signif-
icantly improve mobility of the
trains. 

Yards over the zone are
being improved and re-mod-
elled for better maintenance and
operations of trains.

Steel Authority of India
Limited (SAIL), the

Maharatna steel-making public
sector unit celebrated the com-
pany’s 50 years of incorporation
this year. 

SAIL’s legacy of 50 years was
celebrated with the launch of a
new commemorative logo and
will be followed by several events
to be held all across the compa-
ny throughout the year. The
design of the commemorative
logo retains the essence of SAIL’s
company logo while bringing
out the spirit of 50 years of jour-
ney of this company. The logo
was launched by Soma Mondal,
Chairman, SAIL in presence of
the company’s directors on May
23, 2022.

This feat is a testimony of
the company’s sustained efforts
and initiatives in ensuring bet-
ter stakeholders’ engagement
and contribution in nation
building over the years.
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Power Grid Corporation
of India Limited (POW-

ERGRID), a Maharatna
company under Ministry
of Power, Government of
India, has announced a PAT
of �4,156 crore  for Q4FY22
on a consolidated basis
which is  18 per cent
increase over Q4FY21. The
total income for  Q4FY22
was �11,068 crore com-
pared to �10,816 crore in
the Q4 of the previous year.
On a consolidated basis,
the company posted PAT of
�16,824 crore and total
income of �42,698 crore
for FY22 registering a YoY
growth of 40 per cent and
five per cent, respectively. 
The company has proposed
a final dividend of 22.5 per
cent in addition to first &
second interim and special
dividends aggregating to
125 per cent already paid for
FY22. 
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NTPC’s Girl Empowerment Mission
touches newer heights of success
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Nicolo Zaniolo won Roma
their f irst ever major
European trophy on
Wednesday with the only

goal in a 1-0 win over Feyenoord in the
inaugural Europa Conference League
final.

Italy international Zaniolo struck
with a well-taken finish in the 32nd
minute to earn Roma their first trophy
of any kind since 2008 and cap a suc-
cessful first season for coach Jose
Mourinho in Rome.

Mourinho was moved to tears by
his fifth continental cup as a coach, the
first for an Italian team since he led
Inter Milan to the Champions League
12 years ago.

"It was a real struggle but I'm real-
ly happy," Zaniolo said to Sky.

"It was my dream and now I've
done it."

Roma, Fairs Cup winners in 1961,
rode their luck with Feyenoord having
the lion's share of the play and twice
striking the woodwork in the second
half.

But they remained solid in the face
of Dutch dominance and brought joy
to one of Europe's most passionate and
success-starved fan bases.

Over 50,000 fans packed the Stadio
Olimpico in the Italian capital to
watch their team make a little piece of
history in Albania and poured onto the
pitch once the trophy was secured.

Meanwhile the small corner of
supporters allowed into Tirana's
National Stadium roared with delight
once referee Istvan Kovacs blew his
whistle to end their team's trophy
drought.

"We know that after these amazing
victories it's always difficult to start
again but a real team wins, celebrates

and then gets going again," said Rome-
born captain Lorenzo Pellegrini.

For 1970 European champions
Feyenoord it was their first ever defeat
in a European final as well as being the
first loss in the competition for Arne
Slot's team.

Zaniolo broke the deadlock with
the only real moment of magic in what
was a tight, scrappy opening half.

He expertly brought down
Gianluca Mancini's ball over the top
that just escaped Gernot Trauner

before flicking a finish past the onrush-
ing Justin Bijlow.

The goal made Zaniolo the first
Italian to score in a European final
since Filippo Inzaghi in 2007 as well
as a confirmed hero for Roma fans.
Feyenoord had dominated the ball, cre-
ating nothing of interest, but that
changed almost immediately after the
restart.

Trauner diverted a low cross off the
post and seconds later Rui Patricio
made his first real save of the match,

the Portuguese reacting well to push
Guus Til's shot away.

And the 34-year-old was called
into action again four minutes after the
break, flinging himself to his left to just
tip Tyrell Malacia's rocket of a shot
onto the woodwork.

Almost straight after Tammy
Abraham had his hands in the air in
disbelief when he was pulled back by
Marcos Senesi just as he was charging
through on goal, but Feyenoord were
clearly on top.
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Jose Mourinho said that he and Roma had
made history after winning the Europa

Conference League on Wednesday, the club's
first ever major European trophy.

Portuguese coaching icon Mourinho tried
and failed to hold back the tears after Roma beat
Feyenoord in their first continental final in over
three decades and he was still emotional by the
time he hailed his team after the trophy cere-
mony.

Roma fans have taken Mourinho into their

hearts during an up and down season which cul-
minated in Wednesday's 1-0 win in Tirana which
ended a 14-year trophy drought for the capital
club.

"I've been at Roma for 11 months, I knew
the moment I arrived what it meant to the peo-
ple. They had been waiting for something like
this," Mourinho told Sky.

"This was not work tonight, this was histo-
ry. We had to write history. We wrote it."

Wednesday's triumph was his fifth European
title and made him the first coach to win all cur-
rent UEFA competitions.
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Rising to the occasion, Indian
men's hockey team

slammed six goals in the final
quarter for a crushing 16-0 vic-
tory against Indonesia, a result
that took the holders into the
knockout stage of the Asia Cup
but shut the World Cup door on
Pakistan, here on Thursday.

India needed to win the
Pool A contest by at least a 15-
0 margin to qualify and the
young players of the side deliv-
ered under pressure.

Both India and Pakistan
finished on four points each in
Pool A behind Japan but the
defending champions qualified
for the Super 4s due to better
goal difference (1).

Pakistan had lost 2-3 to
Japan earlier in the day.

The result not only pushed
Pakistan out of the tournament
but also dashed their hopes of
World Cup qualification since
only the top three teams here
will be given tickets for the big
event.

India, being the hosts, will
play the World Cup later in the
year and hence Hockey India

decided to send young players
to this tournament for exposure.

Dipsan Tirkey (5 goals) and
Sudev Belimagga (3 goal) shared
eight goals between them, play-
ing a key role in team's crucial
win. Veteran SV Sunil, Pawan
Rajbhar and Karthi Selvam
scored a brace each while Uttam
Singh and Nilam Sanjeep Xess
were the other goal getters for
India.
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Erstwhile powerhouse of

the game, Pakistan's failure to
qualify for the men's hockey
World Cup has created a furore
in the nation with former play-
ers finding it "hard to digest" and
calling for heads to roll in the
national federation.

Once the undisputed cham-
pions of world hockey, Pakistan
has reeled from one crisis to
another and from one disap-
pointment to another and
Thursday's blow has led to
renewed calls for the sacking of
the long-serving president of the
Pakistan Hockey Federation
(PHF) Brigadier (retd) Khalid
Sajjad Khokar and coach
Khawaja Junaid.
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World Championship
Bronze medallist Lakshya

Sen is all set to train with World
No. 1 Victor Axelson in Dubai
from Sunday with the Sports
Ministry's Mission Olympic Cell
(MOC) approving his request,
keeping in mind the upcoming
Birmingham Commonwealth
Games. The MOC also cleared
two-time Olympic medallist P V
Sindhu's request for her fitness
trainer M Srikanth Madapalli to
accompany her abroad under
Target Olympic Podium Scheme

(TOPS), the ministry said in a
statement on Thursday.

Sen, the 20-year-old from
Almora, was part of the Indian
men's team that won the pres-
tigious Thomas Cup this month
and is a big Gold medal prospect
at the Birmingham event to be
held from July 28 to August 8.

"Lakshay is set to train With
Axelson in Dubai from May
29th till 5th June (8 days) and
then head out to Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia on June 19th to train
at the Malaysian Training Centre
from 19th till 26th June (8
days)," the ministry said.
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