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Bollywood superstar Shah
Rukh Khan’s son Aryan

Khan heaved a huge sigh of
relief on Friday as the Narcotics
Control Bureau (NCB) gave
him a “clean chit” in the much-
discussed mid-sea drug bust
case, citing “lack of sufficient
evidence” against him.

Apart from Aryan, the
NCB also spared five others —
Avin Sahu, Gopal Anand,
Samir Saighan, Bhaskar Aroda
and Manav Singhal — of pros-
ecution in the October 3, 2021
drug bust.

In effect, the NCB did not
name Aryan and five others in
the charge-sheet before a spe-
cial court in the drug bust case
on Friday.

However, the NCB filed a
6,000-page charge-sheet in the
special court against 14 others,
including Arbaaz Merchant
and Munmun Dhamecha, in
the case, before the expiry of
the extended deadline for fil-
ing of the charge-sheet in the
case.

The Special Narcotics
Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act court
had on March 31 granted 60
days’ extension to the Narcotics
Control Bureau (NCB) to file
a charge-sheet in the much-
discussed drug-bust case in
which Bollywood superstar
Shah Rukh Khan’s son Aryan

Khan and others are accused.
Hours after the charge-

sheet against 14 persons, NCB
Director General SN Pradhan
said his organisation had
applied “the touchstone of the
principle of proof beyond rea-
sonable doubt” while filing
the charge-sheet in the case.

“All accused were found in
possession of narcotics except
Aryan (Khan) and Mohak
(Jaiswal). The touchstone of
the principle of proof beyond
reasonable doubt has been
applied. Based on which a
complaint has been filed
against 14 accused and a com-
plaint against six (including
Aryan Khan) is not filed due
to lack of sufficient evidence,”
Pradhan said in a statement
released to media.


���������������������
��������	

Painting a very promising
future for drone technolo-

gy in India, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday
revealed he even “conducts
surprise inspections of devel-
opment work across the coun-
try with the help of drones”. 

And maintaining that they
would also help in ensuring
last-mile delivery of services
across the country, Modi
attacked previous regimes
when “technology was consid-
ered part of the problem and
efforts were made to portray it
as anti-poor.” Inaugurating the
two-day Bharat Drone
Mahotsav 2022, Modi said the
use of drones will rise in agri-
culture, sports, defence and dis-
aster management sectors.

“Every month I organise a
pragati meeting with
Government officials and
review the development works
in various parts of the country
with the help of drones. I con-
duct surprise inspections of
development work across the
country with the help of
drones,” Modi pointed out giv-
ing an interesting insight into
his drone-linked governance
style. “Exactly eight years ago
we started implementing new
mantras of good governance in
India following the path of
minimum Government - max-
imum governance. Today we
are making technology avail-

able to the masses first,” said
Modi at India’s biggest drone
festival here at Pragati Maidan.

Due to misplaced aver-
sion, he said there was an
atmosphere of indifference
regarding the use of technolo-
gy in governance before 2014. 

“The poor, the deprived,

and the middle class suffered
the most due to this,” he said.

He also recalled the com-
plicated procedures for avail-
ing of basic facilities leading to
a sense of deprivation and
fear. 

“In earlier Governments
technology was considered

part of the problem and efforts
were made to portray it as anti-
poor,” he further said.

Modi said progress is pos-
sible only when we change
with time adding “We have
made technology a key tool to
impart new strength, speed
and scale to the country”.
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Tomb of Sand, a Hindi novel
authored by New Delhi-

based Geetanjali Shree, the
unassuming literary figure, and
translated into English by Daisy
Rockwell based in the USA,
won the International Booker
Prize 2022 on Friday.

Tomb of Sand, originally
titled Ret Ki Samadhi and pub-
lished in 2018, is the first
Hindi work translated to
English to have received the
coveted recognition. Penguin
India released its English trans-
lation in March 2022. The
book has also been the winner
of the English Pen Award.
Within hours of hitting book
shelves across the nation, Tomb
of Sand became a hotly debat-
ed and discussed literary work
among readers.

The story revolves around
an octogenarian woman slip-
ping into a deep depression
after the death of her husband
and then resurfaces to gain a
new lease of life. The change

in Ma’s way of thinking and
her new found interest in life
confuses even her daughter
who considers herself as ultra-
modern. The author takes the
reader from the present day to
the days of Partition, a time

which saw the protagonist
undergoing traumas and
shock. Ma, through her eyes
and words, re-evaluvates  what
it means to be a mother,
daughter, a woman and a fem-
inist.
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At least seven Indian Army
jawans died and 19 others

received critical injuries after
the vehicle they were traveling
in fell into the Shyok River, 25
km ahead of Thoise, in Turtuk
sector of Ladakh on Friday.

According to off icial
sources, all 19 injured per-
sonnel have been airlifted to
the Western command’s hos-
pital in Chandimandir,
Panchkula, for advanced med-
ical treatment.

The accident took place
around 9 am, official sources
said. At the time of the inci-
dent, soldiers were on their
way  to a forward location in
sub-sector Hanif. 

According to field reports,
the Army vehicle fell into the
Shyok River to a depth of
approximately 50 to 60 feet
from the road.
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The Delhi Police has arrest-
ed three men, who were

inspired by the Hollywood
blockbuster “The Fast and the
Furious”, for allegedly stealing
over 40 cars using hi-tech tools,
including scanners and GPS
jammers.

The accused — identified
as Manish Rao (42) and
Jagdeep Sharma (43), both res-
idents of Uttam Nagar and Aas
Mohammad (40), a native of
Meerut — had stolen the cars
from Uttam Nagar, Tilak Nagar,
Subash Nagar, Pashim Vihar,
Munirka and Dwarka among
other places in Delhi.

The Deputy Commissioner
of Police (DCP), Southwest
district, Manoj C, said police
teams worked relentlessly and
gathered information about
people involved in stealing cars
and ultimately arrested them.
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The iconic Inverted Rifle
and Helmet at Amar Jawan

Jyoti, India Gate, was on
Friday shifted by the Armed
forces in a ceremony to the
National War Memorial.
Symbol of Fallen Soldiers of
1971 war, the Rifle and Helmet
are now installed in the midst
of busts of Param Vir Chakra
awardees.

With this process, inte-
gration of Memorial of Fallen
Soldiers of 1971 war with the
National War Memorial is
complete,  the Defence
Ministry said here on Friday.  

The ceremony was led by
Chief of Integrated Defence
Staff to Chairman, Chiefs of
Staff Committee (CISC) Air
Marshal BR Krishna and
attended by Adjutant General
(AG) equivalents from three
Services. As part of the cere-
mony, a final salute was given
and the CISC offered a wreath
at India Gate. 
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Aspecial CBI court here has
summoned Rubaiya

Sayeed, daughter of former
Jammu & Kashmir Chief
Minister Mufti Mohammed
Sayeed, on July 15 in a case
related to her kidnapping in
1989, officials said on Friday.

This is the first time
Rubaiya Sayeed has been asked
to appear in the case relating
to her abduction on December
8, 1989. She was freed from
captivity five days later on
December 13 after the then
VP Singh Government
released five terrorists from
the Jammu and Kashmir
Liberation Front (JKLF) in
her exchange.

Rubaiya Sayeed, who stays
in Chennai, is listed as a pros-
ecution witness by the CBI
which took over the investi-
gation in early 1990.
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ARouse Avenue court on
Friday awarded a four-

year jail term to former
Haryana Chief Minister Om
Prakash Chautala in a dispro-
portionate assets (DA) case.
The court also imposed a fine
of �50 lakh on 87-year-old
Chautala and ordered the
seizure of four of his proper-
ties.

In his judgment convicting
Chautala, Special Judge Vikas
Dhull noted that the accused
had acquired disproportionate
assets to the tune of 103 per
cent of the known sources of
income. 

According to the order
passed by the court, out of the
�50 lakh fine amount of � 5
lakh would be given to the CBI
from that. 

New Delhi : The Union
Government has ordered
action against former NCB
officer Sameer Wankhede for
his alleged “shoddy” work
while probing a “drugs-on-
cruise” case in which Aryan
was arrested last year.

Appropriate action is also
being initiated against
Wankhede for allegedly pro-
viding a fake caste certificate,
officials added.
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BRIEFSSacked minister Singla sent to jail,

says he worked with utmost sincerity
PNS n
CHANDIGARH/MOHALI

Dismissed from the Punjab
Cabinet over corruption

charges, the ‘sacked’ Health
Minister Dr Vijay Singla on
Friday expressed confidence
that he would come out clean
of corruption charges against
him. Singla, who was remand-
ed to 14-day judicial custody by
a Mohali court, maintained
that he worked with “utmost
sincerity” and has full faith in
his party.

Singla, who has been sent
to Rupnagar jail along with his
nephew and purported “OSD”
Pardeep Kumar till the next
date of hearing on June 10,
minced no words to say that
there may be a conspiracy
from some “outsider forces”
behind the episode leading to
his sacking and arrest.

However, he maintained
strategic silence over media
queries over Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann’s claims that
Singla admitted to his crime.
Singla was talking with the
reporters before being taken to
the court of hearing.

“I worked with utmost

honesty in my department...I
have complete faith in my gov-
ernment, my party, police and
judiciary. We will come out
clean,” said Singla.

Responding to a question,
Singla said that there was no
conspiracy in the party, but
maintained that there can be a
conspiracy of some “outside
forces”. Notably on May 24,
Singla on allegations against
him had said, “It is a conspir-
acy and an attempt to defame
the party, and Mann sarkar
(Bhagwant Mann-led
Government).”

Meanwhile, the Punjab
Police has sought the permis-
sion for taking the voice sam-
ples of both Singla and Pradeep
— to which both agreed. These
voice samples will be used to
match their voices in the audio
recording submitted by the
complainant as evidence.

Notably, the first-time
MLA and a dental surgeon by
profession, 52-year-old Singla
was expelled from the Cabinet
on Tuesday by the Chief
Minister over corruption
charges.

Singla, Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) MLA from Mansa, was

accused of demanding “one
percent commission” in the
form of “shukrana” in tenders
and purchases by the state
Health and Family Welfare
Department, headed by him.
Singla has projected his
nephew Pradeep Kumar as his
Officer on Special Duty (OSD),
who was allegedly seeking
commission on the minister’s
behalf. Both Singla and
Pradeep were arrested by the
police in the matter.Till Friday
(May 27), both were in three-
day police custody, and were
sent to judicial remand after
they were produced before the
court of Ravtesh Inderjit Singh
in Mohali.

Singla and his nephew
Pardeep Kumar were booked
on a complaint by
Superintending Engineer
Rajinder Singh, working on
deputation at Punjab Health
System Corporation. Rajinder
Singh had alleged that the
Minister and his nephew had
demanded Rs 1.16-crore bribe
as a commission of tenders and
projects worth Rs 58 crore,
including Rs 41 crore for con-
struction works and Rs 17
crore as payment to contrac-

tors.
In the complaint, Rajinder

Singh had also alleged that the
two had threatened him to ruin
his entire career. To avoid
“mental harassment” caused
by the constant pressure put by
the two for ensure one percent
commission in all tenders and
projects, Rajinder Singh main-
tained that he agreed to pay Rs
five lakh.When he went to
hand over Rs five lakh to the
Minister and his nephew at
Punjab Civil Secretariat on
May 23, Rajinder Singh made
an audio recording of the con-
versation.Announcing the deci-
sion to sack the Minister and
ordering his arrest, Chief
Minister Mann had then stat-
ed that Singla had admitted to
his alleged wrongdoings.

It has been learnt that the
tender process for Mohalla
Clinics have also come under
scrutiny. Investigation is being
done about whether bribe was
taken from the contractors
who have taken these tenders.
For this, the records of three-
month call details of the
Minister and “OSD” are being
searched after extracting the
records.

Punjab CM gives clarion
call for launching mass
movement to save water,
environment across state
PNS n SEECHEWAL
(JALANDHAR)

Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on Friday

gave a clarion call for launch-
ing a mass movement to save
water and environment in the
state. At the same time, Chief
Minister said that after moong,
the State Government would
next diversify to makki, bajra,
surajkmukhi, dalan, and saron.

The Chief Minister, who
was in Seechewal to participate
in a function to mark 34th
death anniversary of Sant Avtar
Singh, expressed deep con-
cern over the depleting ground
water table and polluting envi-
ronment in the state.

The immediate remedial
steps are required to save the
only precious and scarce nat-
ural resource of Punjab - the
water, and check environmen-
tal pollution, he said. Mann
said that this cannot be done by
the government alone but peo-
ple's participation is must by
launching a vigorous mass
awareness campaign to sensi-
tise them about its signifi-
cance, especially in the wake of
global warming.

Showing deep concern
over the gravity of the emerg-
ing situation following the fast
depleting water table, the Chief
Minister said that almost all the
blocks in the State are in the
dark zone as far as the ground-
water is concerned. "It is real-

ly pathetic to learn that the
same high-powered motors
that are used to extract oil in
Dubai and other Arab nations
are being used for gushing
out groundwater in the state.
The reckless trend needs to be
checked immediately so that
our future generations do not
have to strive for water," he
stressed.

The Chief Minister further
said that on its part the state
government is trying to ensure
optimum utilisation of surface
water in the State for reducing
pressure on the groundwater.
Likewise, he said that this year.
The State Government has
incentivised Direct Sowing of
Rice (DSR) due to 20 lakh acres
of the state are expected to be
cultivated under it, which will
save the water. On an issue
flagged by renowned environ-
mentalist Sant Balbir Singh
Seechewal, the Chief Minister
said that he will raise the mat-
ter related to desilting of
Gidderpindi Railway Bridge
with the Union Railways
Minister. The deposit of silt
under the bridge has been cre-
ating havoc with life and prop-
erty of people by flooding the
region after a short span.
Lauding the marvellous ser-
vices rendered by Sant
Seechewal, the Chief Minister
said that Baba ji had ushered a
new revolution for saving the
environment through his ded-
ication and commitment. 

Shahidi Samarak in Ambala will depict
saga of heroes of Haryana, says DG IPR
PNS n CHANDIGARH

Dr Amit Agrawal, addition-
al Principal Secretary to

the Chief Minister of Haryana
and Director General,
Information, Public Relations
and Languages Department
and convener of the Six-
Member Committee of
Historians constituted to ver-
ify the historical facts, on
Friday said that the Shahidi
Samarak of the first war of
Independence being built at
Ambala will depict the saga of
indomitable courage shown
by the heroes of Haryana dur-
ing the first freedom struggle
in the year 1857.  The struggles,
battles and incidents in
Haryana will be specially dis-
played in the museum of this
Memorial, he said, adding that
on June 11, the Committee of
Historians will specially visit
the Martyrdom Memorial site
of the first war of indepen-
dence. Chairing the first meet-
ing of the Committee at
Haryana Bhawan, in New
Delhi, he said that in the direc-
tion of better presentation and
display of historical details,
this museum will be equipped

with state-of-the-art technolo-
gies, so that not only the peo-
ple of Haryana but also the
people coming from the rest of
country and the world get
information about the role
played by the state in the first
freedom struggle. In the meet-
ing, detailed discussions were
held with the members of the
Committee regarding the ver-
ification and confirmation
process of the historical facts to
be displayed in the museum of
'The First War of
Independence' being estab-
lished in Ambala. Dr Agrawal
said that in the direction of bet-
ter presentation and display of
historical details, this museum
will be equipped with state-of-
the-art technologies, so that not
only the people of Haryana but
also the people coming from
the rest of the country and the
world get information about
the role played by the state in
the first freedom struggle.

He also discussed the
process of using modern tech-
niques currently being used in
museums in order to display
the historical details effective-
ly and attractively in the muse-
um with the consultants.

About 80 percent of the
construction work of Shahidi
Samarak being set up at a cost
of Rs. 300 crore on 22 acres of
land in Ambala, Haryana has
been completed. 

A museum with state-of-
the-art techniques is being set
up to display the struggles, bat-
tles and events that took place
during India's First War of
Independence in the year 1857.
State-of-the-art technologies
of visual, audio, sound and
light etc. will be used in the
direction of presenting the
events of the First Freedom
Struggle. 

In this meeting President,
Indian Council of Historical
Research, Dr Raghavendra
Tanwar,  historian, Professor
Kapil Kumar, Director and
Vice Chancellor, National
Museum Institute, Professor
Anupa Pandey, author of mil-
itary history books, Colonel
(Retd) Yogendra Singh,
Archives Officer, National
Museum of India  Devendra
Kumar Sharma and former
Head of Department of
History, Sanatan Dharma
Mahavidyalaya, Ambala, Dr.
Udayveer were present.

Sunday Political show in Haryana: Khattar,
Hooda, Kejriwal to address public rallies
MANOJ KUMAR n
CHANDIGARH

This Sunday would witness a
political  outreach pro-

gramme of three political par-
ties in Haryana ahead of the
civic body elections on June 19.

Chief Minister Manohar
Lal Khattar will address
"Pragati Rally" in Sirsa,  Delhi
Chief Minister and Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) national
convener Arvind Kejriwal at
Kurukshetra and former Chief
Minister Bhupinder Singh
Hooda will organise his out-
reach programme "Vipaksh
aap ke samaksh" in Fatehabad
on the same day.

The rally, which has
become AAP's biggest political
event in recent times, will show
if the party is capable of mobil-
ising people like they do in
other states like neighbouring
Punjab where it wrested power
from Congress. Kejriwal will
address the "Ab Badlega
Haryana" rally, said Sushil

Gupta, who is in-charge of
party affairs in the state.

Meanwhile, the Sirsa unit
of BJP, JJP and supporters of an
Independent MLA and
Haryana Power Minister Ranjit
Singh Chautala is leaving no
stone unturned to turn
Khattar's visit to the district on
May 29 ahead of Panchayat
elections - into a show of
party's strength in the district.
Khattar, on his part, would
highlight central and state gov-
ernments' initiatives for the
common man since 2014.
Besides, the rally would gear up
the party cadre for the forth-
coming municipal polls.

Talking to The Pioneer
over the phone, Chautala on
Friday said that the "Pragati
Rally" in Sirsa on May 29
would be bigger than those
being organised by former CM
Bhupinder Singh Hooda in
Fatehabad and Arvind Kejriwal
at Kurukshetra. "I am expect-
ing more than 60,000 people at
the rally. He added that CM

had recently announced pro-
jects worth Rs 368 crore in
Sirsa.  He claimed that rallies
being organised by other par-
ties including Congress in
Fatehabad would not be suc-
cessful because of factionalism.
AAP is a new party and has no
base in the State, he added

When contacted, Gupta,
State AAP in-charge said that
Kejriwal's public rally on May
29 Kurukshetra will prove to be
a game changer in Haryana
politics. He said it will be the
beginning of the AAP's surge
in Haryana after its stupendous
success in neighbouring
Punjab. The AAP leader said
people of the state are fed up
with the misrule of the BJP-JJP
government and they are look-
ing for a change. As people
have already rejected the
Congress, AAP is the only
viable alternative, he added.

"People want change. The
change will start from
Kurukshetra. Like Delhi, peo-
ple of Haryana also want good

hospitals, good schools, round-
the-clock power, employment
to youth. The Delhi model
will come to Haryana too and
we will form a government in
the state after the next assem-
bly polls," he said.

Recently former Haryana
Congress president Ashok
Tanwar, who had left the party
over two years ago, joined
AAP. Congress too got some
state leaders to join the party
after a reshuffle in the state unit
with eight former MLAs join-
ing the party. Senior Congress
leader Hooda has been flagging
various "acts of omission and
commission" of the BJP-JJP
government through his out-
reach programmes. With
Hooda loyalist Uday Bhan
being elevated as the HPCC
chief recently, the Hooda fac-
tion is leaving no stone
unturned to make Fatehabad
programme a show of strength
on a day when Kejriwal and
Khattar are organising rallies in
other parts of the state.

Centre assures unhindered
coal supply to Pb for ensuing
paddy sowing season
PNS n CHANDIGARH

Acceding to Punjab’s request,
the Union Power and Coal

Ministers have assured the state
of timely and regular coal sup-
plies for the forthcoming paddy
sowing season. The assurance
was made during the review
meeting co-chaired by the
Union Minister of Power and
Non-Renewable Energy Raj
Kumar Singh and Union
Minister of Coal Pralhad Joshi
with the states, including
Punjab, earlier in the day
through video-conferencing.

Underlining Punjab’s
requirement for regular coal
supplies during the meeting to
ensure smooth paddy sowing,
Punjab Power Minister
Harbhajan Singh ETO had
requested the Centre for ensur-
ing timely and efficient dis-
patches in view of the coming
season. The Minister, while
raising state's concerns on
account of prevailing coal situ-
ation, urged the Centre to also
devise alternate mechanisms

to tackle electricity shortage on
a long-term basis.“Our farmers
will be sowing paddy beginning
June 14, we are fully prepared
to ensure a foolproof and seam-
less sowing experience to them
for which we have also request-
ed the Union Government to
forward all timely assistance in
the form of sufficient coal sup-
plies,” said the Minister after the
meeting. State need 20 rakes
daily of coal to meet peak sow-
ing demand.Expressing his grat-
itude to the Union Ministers for
their concerted efforts, Punjab
Power Minister said that he was
confident that a viable solution
to the issue would be ensured
by the Centre to address all our
demands. Punjab, being the
foremost producer, is credited
for contributing a major chunk
of Central Pool foodgrain
reserves both in the form of
wheat and rice. During the pre-
vious Kharif Season, Punjab
produced over 186 LMTs of
paddy. while adding close to
100 LMTs of wheat this Rabi
Season.

PNS n CHANDIGARH

In an initiative to prepare the jail inmates, especially women,
for the mainstream of society after completion of their impris-

onment, a training course of Assistant Beauty Therapist was start-
ed for them at Ludhiana Women Jail under Punjab Skill
Development Mission. Ludhiana Deputy Commissioner Surabhi
Malik and Additional Mission Director, Department of Employment
Generation, Skill Development and Training Rajesh Tripathi on Friday
inaugurated the Skill Training to Jail Inmates of Women Jail, Ludhiana,
under 'Sankalp Scheme' of Union Ministry of Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship. On the occasion, they distributed books and induc-
tion kits to inmates undergoing the course of assistant beauty therapist.
Meanwhile, Ludhiana ADC (D) Amit Kumar Panchal, Punjab Skill
Development Mission AMD Rajesh Tripathi, Punjab Skill Development
Mission's project coordinator Parvinder Kaur, Superintendent Jail Rahul
Raja, Deputy Superintendent Jail Chanchal Kumari, among others
encouraged the inmates to start their new life with the help of this ini-
tiative of Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship. The dig-
nitaries encouraged the JAIL INMATES TO learn the skills with full
dedication and start a new life after completion of their imprisonment.
The training program is of 390 hours and daily four-hour training is
being imparted. Practical Lab for the same is established in the jail premis-
es.After completion of training, assessment will be conducted by third
party assessment body. Candidates, who successfully pass the assess-
ment, will be given a certificate and Rs 2500 in their bank accounts by
the Government. Punjab Skill Development Mission, through its train-
ing partner VcO EduSkills Private Limited, is conducting skill devel-
opment courses at various jails in the state of Punjab - Faridkot, Ferozepur,
Bathinda, Amritsar, among others.

Beauty therapist course for
inmates of Ludhiana women jail

PNS n PATIALA

Launching a drive across the
State to control pilferage of

electricity, the Punjab State
Power Corporation Limited
(PSPCL) has imposed Rs 72.67
lakhs fine on its 19 consumers
for electricity theft and other
violations. Power Minister
Harbhajan Singh on Friday
said that PSPCL's different
enforcement teams conducted
checking of various connec-
tions throughout the state dur-
ing the last two days in order
to control pilferage of electric-
ity. During checking by differ-
ent enforcement wings, PSPCL
has imposed a fine of Rs 72.67
lakhs to 19 consumers for theft
of electricity and other viola-
tions, he added. The Minister
said that a team of enforcement
wing from Amritsar checked a
hotel near Attari border and

imposed Rs 15.70 lakh on the
consumer. The connected load
of the consumer found 30.456
KW against sanctioned load of
12.130 KW for theft of elec-
tricity and PSPCL has written
to the anti-power theft police
station, Verka, for registration
of a FIR against the consumer.

In another check by
Bathinda's enforcement teams,
PSPCL successfully caught a
theft being done by a fish
farming consumer. A fine of Rs
11.81 lakhs imposed on the
consumer and FIR has been
lodged against the consumer.
During checking, it is found
that consumers are stealing
electricity through the neutral
of meter and through change
over switch. The consumer
found a running load of 25 KW
against a sanctioned load of
19.8 KW. "Enforcement team
raided on a Dera Romiwala, in

Gihri village, near Maur Mandi
and found that Dera supply was
running on connected load of
20.3 KW whereas sanctioned
load is Rs 5.24 KW and fine of
Rs 3.13 lakhs was imposed for
unauthorized use of electrici-
ty under Electricity Act-2003.

He also added that
enforcement teams checked
advocate chambers and pho-
tostat shops at Jalalabad tehsil
complex and also city police
colony at Jalalabad. During
checking, 15 theft cases were
detected and a fine of Rs 5.30
lakhs was imposed to default-
er consumers. "Enforcement
team of Jalandhar checked a
medium supply connection
and found that the meter
recorded 50 percent less than
actual consumption. 

The connection was
released in the month of April
2017. The load of the consumer
is 80 KW. The account of the
consumer was overhauled and
an amount of Rs 36.73 lakh has
been charged. 

PSPCL imposes Rs 72.67L fine on 19
consumers for theft, violations

Himachal CM
launches
JUARE disaster
management
programme
PNS n SHIMLA

Timely preparedness was
vital to mitigate the risk

and vulnerability of various
natural and other calamities
besides alerting the people of
a particular area in time, Chief
Minister Jai Ram Thakur said
while addressing the people on
the occasion of launching of
week-long disaster manage-
ment programme "JUARE"
(Joint United Action for
Resilience in Emergencies)
organized by the Kullu district
administration at Atal Sadan
Kullu.  Thakur said that efforts
were being made by the State
Government to strengthen the
disaster management system in
the state and appreciated the
efforts of the District
Administration Kullu for
launching an inspiring and
ideal program for the State in
the district.  He said that the
main purpose of this program
was to make the common man
aware of the disaster and to
train the management for res-
cue and relief at the time of dis-
aster.  It is a unique initiative
in itself, he added.

Sukhbir sets up 5-member panel to evolve con-
sensus for a united fight against anti-Punjab, anti-
Panthic forces
Chandigarh: Shiromani Akali Dal president Sukhbir Singh
Badal on Friday set up a five-member coordination panel to
talk to "all panthic and pro-Punjab political parties" and evolve
a consensus for a united fight against "anti-panth, anti-Punjab,
and Delhi-centric forces" in the forthcoming Parliamentary by-
poll due next month. Earlier, Sukhbir was authorised by the
party's highest decision making body, the Core  Committee,
to take a decision on all aspects of the by-poll. "The coordi-
nation committee would talk to all other political parties and
organisations committed to the cause of the panth and Punjab
to arrive at a consensus both on the candidature as well as a
joint strategy for the bypoll," said Sukhbir's Principal Advisor
Harcharan Bains after the core committee meeting. Bains said:
"SAD treats this election as 'Punjab versus Delhi' and an oppor-
tunity for the panth and Punjab to thwart and defeat the assault
of the anti-Punjab forces and enemies of panth operating from
outside with the blessings of forces opposed to panth and
Punjab. These forces have not only befooled and betrayed the
people of the state with their fake propaganda circus but are
also engaged in devious conspiracies to wreck the Khalsa Panth
and its heritage from within and weaken the Punjabi and pan-
thic identity." PNS

Punjab increases rates of group insurance scheme
for govt employees
Chandigarh:  Punjab Government has increased the rates of
Group Insurance Scheme (GIS) to almost four times for gov-
ernment employees. The state Finance Minister Harpal Singh
Cheema gave his assent to brighten the future of Punjab
Government employees and their family members. "In case of
death or retirement of an employee, he or she was paid Rs 15,000
to Rs 1.20 lakh which has now been increased from Rs 60,000
to Rs 4.80 lakh. The decision will be effective from January 1,
2023," said an official spokesperson.  Divulging details, he said
that at present, Rs 120 per month is deducted from the salary
of Group A officers in the form of GIS and in case of retire-
ment or death of the officer Rs 1.20 lakh is paid. From January
1, 2023, the deduction will be Rs 480 per month and the pay-
ment will be Rs 4.80 lakh. Similarly, for Group B employees,
the rate is Rs 60 and payment is Rs 60,000. It will now be
increased to Rs 240 per month and the payment will be Rs 2.40
lakh. The rate for Group C employees is Rs 30 and the pay-
ment is Rs 30,000, which will now be increased to Rs 120 per
month and the payment will be Rs 1.20 lakh. For Group D
employees, the rate is Rs 15 and the payment is Rs 15,000, which
will now be increased to Rs 60 per month and the payment
will be Rs 60,000. PNS

College Professor sentenced to four years in jail
in Jind
Chandigarh: The Court of Additional District and Session
Judge, Jind on Friday sentenced Subhash Duggal, Associate
Professor in Government College, Jind to four years' impris-
onment on finding him guilty of accepting bribe from a stu-
dent.  The court has also imposed a fine of Rs 10,000. A
spokesperson of the Haryana State Vigilance Bureau said that
Subhash Duggal was arrested by the Bureau after an inquiry
related to corruption charges was initiated against him. PNS

Haryana Police busts extortion ring in Panchkula,
3 including ASI held
Panchkula: Haryana Police on Friday busted an extortion gang
in Panchkula district and arrested three accused including Police
post Incharge. The gang used to trap their targets in the name
of loans and extort money from them by threatening to impli-
cate them in false cases. Commissioner of Police, Panchkula
Hanif Qureshi said that the arrested accused have been iden-
tified as Anil Bhalla, a resident of Sector 2 Panchkula, Narendra
Khillan of Sector 10 Panchkula and ASI Gurmez Singh,
Incharge of Police Post, Sector-2, Panchkula. Akash Bhalla,
another member of the gang is still absconding. PNS

To check violations of heavy vehicles, special
inspection drive to be launched in Haryana
Chandigarh: Haryana Home Minister Anil Vij said that a meet-
ing of senior officers to check the violations of heavy vehicles
on highways in the state and to speed up the inspection drive
will be held soon and strict action will be taken against drunk
driving. Vij said that the inspection drive would be continued
to check the violations of heavy vehicles on highways and he
himself would visit other districts of the state to inspect lane
driving on the highways. He said that everyone will have to
follow the traffic rules and ensure the others also follow. PNS

Haryana CS reviews Auti Appeal Software 
Chandigarh:  Directing all Administrative Secretaries to bring
the services of their departments on board with Auto Appeal
Software (AAS) within 7 days, the Haryana Chief Sanjeev
Kaushal on Friday, while reviewing the implementation of the
Auto Appeal Software (AAS) launched under the Right to
Service Act said that Haryana is the first state in the country
to introduce such a unique system. This decision has been taken
to make citizens aware of the time period of services available
under the Right to Service Act. Under AAS, 192 services of
various departments have been brought on board, he added.
Kaushal was presiding over the review meeting held through
video conferencing in Chandigarh.  CS has gave directions to
all the Administrative Secretaries to bring the services of their
departments on board with AAS within 7 days and failure to
do so will result in strict action being taken, he said. PNS

Himachal CM lays foundation stone of six devel-
opmental projects in Kullu
Shimla: Beas Kund would be developed from tourism point
of view by providing basic facilities to the tourists visiting the
area and the Hans Foundation has agreed to erect a 60 feet
bronze statue of Beas Rishi there which would be an added
attraction to the visitors besides a light and sound show would
also be developed at famous Hidamba temple Manali by the
Foundation, Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur said after per-
forming ‘Bhoomi Pujan’ of Hans Foundation Charitable
Hospital, Patlikuhal in Manali Vidhan Sabha area of Kullu dis-
trict on Friday.  He also laid foundation stones of six devel-
opmental projects worth Rs. 15.19 crore at Patlikuhal in Manali
Assembly Constituency of Kullu district today which includes
Rs. 6.48 crore augmentation of WSS Manali, Nasogi and group
of villages in tehsil Manali, Rs. 84 lakh augmentation of LWSS
for village Bashing, Rs. 75 lakh improvement of flow irriga-
tion scheme for village Dobhi, Shim, Rs. 3.13 crore ISBT
Patlikuhal, Rs. 1.52 crore Science Lab of GSSS Naggar and Rs.
2.47 crore residential quarters of PWD Division Manali at
Katrain. PNS

Punjab VB books 2 sarpanches, 8 panches
for misappropriation of panchayat land
compensation of Rs 6.66 cr
PNS n CHANDIGARH

Punjab Vigilance Bureau on
Friday registered a case

against two sarpanches (village
heads), eight panches, two
panchayat secretaries, one
junior engineer, 10 firms, and
four private persons for mis-
appropriation of panchayats
funds received in lieu of acqui-
sition of Gram Panchayat lands
pertaining to five villages in
Rajpura tehsil of Patiala district
under the Amritsar-Kolkata
Integrated Corridor project.
The case, under sections 406,
420, 409, 465, 467, 468, 471,
120B of the Indian Penal Code
(IPC) and Sections 13 (1) A and

13 (2) of the Prevention of
Corruption Act, was registered
after a thorough probe against
the accused for the misappro-
priation of compensation
amount received for the pur-
chase of total 1103 acres, three
kanals, and 15 marla land of
five villages namely Akari,
Sehra, Sehri, Takhtumajra and
Pabra.  Spokesperson said that
a case has been registered
against 10 firms and four pri-
vate persons for supplying
materials and labour under
the name of development
works in villages Akari and
Sehri. In this regard, two
sarpanches and eight panches
of both the villages have also

been booked under the case.
Giving more details, the
spokesperson revealed that
Harjit Kaur, Sarpanch of village
Akari, Charanjit Kaur, Panch;
Avtar Singh Panch; Sukhwinder
Singh Panch; Darshan Singh
Panch; Kulwinder Kaur Panch;
Jaswinder Singh Panchayat
Secretary posted in BDPO
Office Shambhu; besides Manjit
Singh Sarpanch of Village Sehri;
Jatinder Rani Panch; Lakhveer
Singh Panch; Pawandeep Kaur
Panch; Lakhminder Singh
Panchayat Secretary; and
Dharminder Kumar Assistant
Engineer posted in BDPO
office Sambhu, have been
booked as accused.
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hundreds of cases where par-
ties seek interim orders. Even
a day’s delay is crucial for
individuals and causes them
irreparable loss. After all,
courts are the institutions
where complaints and griev-
ances are taken for resolution
and lawyers are the experts
who provide services to
resolve disputes. So, it is a
reflection on the honesty and
integrity of lawyers if they
hold courts to ransom and
cause inconvenience to their
clients by boycotting courts
over petty demands.

The report, prepared by
the Allahabad High Court
and submitted to the Law
Commission of India, states
that the strikes based on res-
olutions passed by Bar asso-
ciations were called on “unac-
ceptable and flimsy grounds”.
In addition, the report says:
“Some of the common caus-
es for strike in all UP districts
were non-declaration of hol-
idays like Agrasen Jayanti,
Basant Panchami, etc.” It
adds: “In most districts, the
strike is virtually institution-
alised. Often these strikes
are called for specific actions,
where a group of lawyers
either do not want a particu-
lar case to be taken up or they

desire a particular matter to
be adjourned.”

However, it is observed
that most lawyers are
opposed to boycotts and do
not approve or support stop-
page of work in courts, except
in extreme cases of threat to
the legal profession or the
independence of judiciary.
They prefer to keep silent in
the face of a vociferous
minority that commands pro-
ceedings at the meetings of
Bar associations and takes
arbitrary decisions on behalf
of all advocates. Judges are
forced to adjourn cases when
lawyers do not appear in the
courtroom. The lawyers who
wish to appear fear obstruc-
tive and violent behaviour
from those on strike. The
vicious circle goes on and the
situation has exacerbated over
the years.

The Supreme Court of
India took the initiative of
stemming the rot by instruct-
ing the Bar Council of India
to suggest ways and means of
putting a stop to these inci-
dents of strikes in courts. The
issue of whether lawyers can
go on strike was dealt with by
the Supreme Court in
Common Cause vs Union of
India (AIR 2005 SC 4442).

The court held that it is
unprofessional for a lawyer to
strike and boycott the court.
The Bar associations should
not permit meetings calling
for such strikes. It is the duty
of the State and National Bar
Councils to take action
against striking Bar associa-
tions and sponsors of boy-
cotts. The courts must hear
matters posted before them
undeterred by boycotts and it
is only in the rarest of rare
cases that abstention from
court is justified, such as dig-
nity, integrity and indepen-
dence of the Bar and Bench,
which must be decided by the
judge. Even this must be
allowed for only one day, the
apex court said.

As the saying “Justice
delayed is justice denied”
goes, the legal professionals
should be aware that with
each boycott, they erode their
image in the eyes of the pub-
lic and the institution that
protects the rule of law. The
Supreme Court should take
steps to seriously enforce its
ruling.

(The writer is a senior
journalist and Chairman,
Panwar Group of Institutions,
Solan, Himachal Pradesh. The
views expressed are personal.)
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Sir — The senseless killing of 19 children
in a classful of innocent kids needs to be
condemned in the strongest terms and
the US flag should be flown at half mast
round the year. Now is the time for the
US to realise its own folly rather than giv-
ing lessons to other countries. We feel
sadness and pity for the young children.
But we have come to the conclusion that
shooting in schools there is a regular fea-
ture and there is no Government con-
trol over such killings. It was pathetic to
know that the children were made to die
in this fashion.

But in the name of God, the brew-
ing up of vengeance made the matter
worse and needs to condemned at all lev-
els. School security must be beefed up in
and around sensitive places to avoid
recurrence of such merciless killings. It
was pathetic to know that the children
killed were aged between seven and 10.
It was notable that the slain children and
teachers were barricaded in a single class-
room by the gunman. It is a regular fea-
ture in the US and the gun culture has
spoiled the future of schoolgoing chil-
dren rather abruptly.

Krishnan S Maniam | Calicut
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Sir — It is appreciable that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi who visited Tamil Nadu
to launch multiple infra structure projects
said to be worth over �31,500 crore has
been accorded a deserving welcome by
the Tamil Nadu Government and its peo-
ple. In his address, Chief Minister MK
Stalin spoke in detail the expectations of
his Government in the Centre-State rela-
tionship and reiterated emphatically that
his Government will extend all support
to the Centre and, at the same time, will
never fail to raise its voice for the rights
of the State.

He also explained what is meant by
the Dravidian model his Government is
pursuing. The Prime Minister touched
upon various infra structure projects in

the State and other developments that
have taken place under his leadership. It
is, however, a great disappointment that
he failed to touch on any of the requests
made by the Chief Minister and went to
continue to recite his prepared speech!
While it is laudable that the PM has
announced schemes worth �31,500 crore
for TN, one only hopes that all of them
will be implemented soon.

Tharcius S Fernando | Chennai
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Sir — As the disruption in global supply
chains on account of the Russian inva-
sion of Ukraine is driving inflation
across the globe, pragmatic protection-
ism appears to be a safe bet for India in
the short run. The decision to put a cap
on sugar exports reflects the lessons learnt
to avoid the problems faced by wheat
traders. With India recording highest
global sales for the first time in six years,
forcing the Government to restrict
exports to the tune of 10 million tonnes

till October 2022, it is a pragmatic step
to ensure that the Government does not
end up buying expensive sugar in future
to meet domestic demand, considering
the current geopolitical uncertainties.

As food inflation is showing an
upward trajectory jumping from 7.68 per
cent in March to 8.38 per cent in April
2022, duty-free import of crude soyabean
and sunflower oil until 2024 follows sim-
ilar relief on crude palm oil and lentils
to ease retail prices. Given the fact that
this grim geopolitical scenario is unlike-
ly to subside soon, increased prices,
aggravated by high energy costs and sup-
ply side bottlenecks are here to stay.
Easing the pain by whatever means
should drive the Government’s policies.
Fiscal policy can be used to top up sup-
port prices and enhance procurement by
the Government.

Vijay Singh Adhikari | Nainital
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Over the years, the dis-
ruption of work in
trial courts due to
strikes by lawyers in

western Uttar Pradesh has put
thousands of litigants to finan-
cial hardship and untold incon-
venience. The gravity of the
matter can be gauged from the
fact that in Uttar Pradesh, more
than 51 lakh cases are pending
in trial courts which is over 25
per cent of total pendency in all
States taken together. A report
prepared by a panel of experts
and submitted to the Allahabad
High Court listing 10 districts
where lawyers disrupted work
for more than 100 days on an
average every year for five years
(March 1, 2010, to March 31,
2016) is an eye opener.

During these five years, in
Muzaffarnagar district, 753 days
were lost due to lawyers’ strike,
at an average of 150 days a year.
In Aligarh, the figure was 697
days (140 days a year), followed
by Agra 690 days (140 days a
year), Faizabad 693 days,
Sultanpur 603 days, Moradabad
596 days, Mathura 591 days,
Ghaziabad 573 days, Balrampur
560 days and Chandauli 524
days. Although the latest data is
not available, the situation has
gone from bad to worse in the
last five years. Taking into con-
sideration the weekly and reli-
gious holidays, trial courts gen-
erally work for an average of 250
days a year. If over 100 days are
lost due to strikes, one can well
understand the reasons for
higher pendency of cases.

Now, the pertinent question
is who benefits from these
strikes? Certainly not the liti-
gants. As it is, it is difficult to get
your case heard, and then there
are frequent adjournments. So
it is deeply frustrating to find
the courts shut on the appoint-
ed day of hearing. There are a
large number of petitions that
require immediate hearing
every day. The foremost exam-
ples are bail applications. If the
courts don’t work, thousands of
citizens are deprived of their
right to resume their freedom.
Urgent interim orders are
sought to protect persons and
properties; cause lists show
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purity. Hencethey worshipped-
various forms of water bodies
including clouds, rivers, lakes and
oceans for securingtheir purity.
Vedic people appreciated that
mountains, hills, grasslands and
riverine regions are repositories of
biodiversity andthere was utmost
necessity for preserving and sus-
taininglife-supporting ecosystems;
hence they worshipped these land-
forms as well. We have been wor-
shipping trees, herbs and creepers
since Vedic time in recognition of
the fact thatall animal forms
depended on these for food, fod-
der, fuel and medicine besides
their utility in maintaining 
carbon neutrality and enriching
biodiversity.  

This belief ensured that the
plants and their products
becomean integral part of our rit-
uals and ceremonies. Plants
likepeepal, banyan and neem
(Triveni), kadamb, bael, tulsi,
aonwla, mango, banana, coconut,
lotus, paan, sandalwood, rudrak-
sha, camphor, parijaat, asoka,
etc., were revered on various
occasions. Vedic people were con-
scious of their nutritious, environ-
mental, medicinal and ornamen-
tal values. Even several forms of
animals and birds were wor-
shipped to showcase their useful-
nessto the ecosystem. Vedas
accorded the status of GOD to all-
forms of natural energy including
Agni and Vayu. Yagnas were per-
formed for the purification of air.
All of these created a conducive
environment for all forms of life
to flourish resulting into great 
biodiversity all around. 

‘Less is More’ and ethical use

of natural resources were two
among the several civilization
traits that governed our lives.
The first sloka of Ishopnishad
taught us ‘Isavasyam Idam
Sarvam, yat kinca jagatyam jagat;
tena tyaktena bhunjitha,

magadha? kasyasvidhanam’
implying that every animate and
inanimate entity in the universe
is controlled and owned by the
Almighty. One should therefore
accept only those things necessary
for himself, which are set aside as
his share, and one must not
accept other things, knowing fully
well to whom it belongs.

For the previous few cen-
turies, especially during the for-
eign rule, Vedic culture, traditions
and value system underwentstark
departure and erosion. Our holis-
tic world view became fragment-
ed,’Less is More’ became ‘More is
Less’, ‘Sarve Bhawantu Sukhinah’
became ‘I Bhawantu Sukhinah’,
‘Vasudhaiv Kutumbakam’ became’
Live in Relationship’ ‘Not Me but
You’ became ‘Not You But Me’,
‘Nature Centric’ became ‘Self
Centric’ and ‘Environmental-
friendly’ became Environmental-
enmity’.Vedic philosophy that
‘Objects around are the extension
of the Self ’ is vanishing now
from our thought and action
process and as a consequence, we
do not stay connected with the
outside world.  We have embraced
an individualistic and con-
sumeristmindset and lifestyle
resulting into the over exploitation
of natural resources. 

Every facet of nature has now
become fragile and vulnerable.
Water bodies are silting-up and

becoming dry, hills are being
destroyed, trees are being cut for
paperand napkins, soils are under
stress to produce more, and envi-
ronmentally friendly dwellings
and things of daily use are
replaced by concrete structures
and plastic made materials,
respectively. The health of soil,
water and airhas become extreme-
lyvulnerable owing to pollution
and excessive use of fertilizers and
pesticides. As a result, the great
biodiversity that ‘Jammu Dweepe
Bharat Khande’supported is dwin-
dling fast. The plants, invertebrate
and vertebrate species inhabiting
the land, water and soil, so essen-
tial for building a shared future for
all life-forms,are under ever-
increasing threat as their habitats
are fast becoming unsuitable for
survival and proliferation of bio-
diversity. Several thousands of
such species have already become
extinct and several thousands are
on the verge of extinction. The
emission of greenhouse gases,
temperature rise and climate
change have crossed all limits. 

Under the circumstances,
should we wish to build and
secure a shared future for all
forms of life on the planet Earth
including Homo sapiens, we need
to restore our Vedic culture, tra-
ditions and ways of interaction
with nature in all spheres of the
human domain. Everyone’s com-
mitment is a must for saving
mother earth and nature. Let us
accept the fact that we have
become cruel to mother Earth and
are inflicting irreparable damage
to its life support system for
actualizing our limitless greed. 
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(The writer is 
Vice-Chancellor, Central

University of Punjab,
Bathinda. The views

expressed are personal.)

Well, my dear, we didn’t
know where to look.
The old codger was

getting away with it again, field-
ing the questions like a man only
nine-tenths of his age, and then
somebody asked him about
Taiwan. He must have rehearsed
that one, but still he blew it - big
time. We’ll be picking up the
pieces for weeks.”

President Joe Biden was
speaking at a Tokyo press con-
ference, looking not a year older
than 79, and somebody asked
him if he were “willing to get
involved militarily to defend
Taiwan if it comes to that?” Since
the official US position on that
question for many years has
been ‘constructive ambiguity’, 
he was supposed to avoid both
‘yes’ and ‘no’.

Biden has been playing the
international game at the high-

est level for longer than most
people have been alive, and he
should know the drill. Say how
much he loves Taiwan and how
devoted he is to its democracy.
He can even mention that he’d
be really disappointed and quite
cross if China invaded it. But he
mustn’t say what the United
States would actually do.

Instead, with a loud clatter,
the president of the United
States jumped the tracks. “Yes”,
he said, “that’s a commitment we
made. The idea that (Taiwan)
could be taken by force, just
taken by force, is not...it would
dislocate the entire region and be
another action similar to what
happened in Ukraine.”

Compounding his crime,
Biden went on to express the
hope that China was paying
attention to how the US and its
allies have responded to the

Russian invasion of Ukraine.
“This is not just about

Ukraine,” he said. China is
watching to see if the Western
response to the invasion stays
strong, or if it loses focus as the
war drags on. It must stay
strong, because otherwise “what
signal does that send to China
about the cost of...attempting to

take Taiwan by force?”
Quite a performance, and

the headlines said things like ‘US
would defend Taiwan militari-
ly if China attacked’. But being
an old codger has its advantages,
and one is that people panic less
when you make some apparent-
ly radical remark or commit-
ment. They’re in doubt as to

whether you just misspoke, or
whether you really meant it. Was
Biden really sending a serious
warning to China, but doing it
in a way that did not compel
China to respond directly? I sus-
pect the answer is yes, because
if you listen closely to what he
said, he did NOT actually
promise to commit American
forces to defend Taiwan against
a Chinese invasion.

He meant it to sound as if he
had said that - warning that
China would be “flirting with
danger” if it invaded Taiwan -
but there was no such definitive
statement.

Maybe Joe Biden has just
lost his marbles, but instilling a
bit more doubt in the Chinese
regime about his likely reaction
in the event of a Chinese attack
on Taiwan is not necessarily a
blunder. ‘Constructive ambigu-

ity’ requires both the ‘yes’ and
the ‘no’ to be plausible, and the
‘yes’ has been losing credibility
recently.

In the much more fraught
case of the US response to the
Russian invasion of Ukraine,
Biden has been notably cautious
in his actions. Before the inva-
sion had even begun, he made
it publicly clear that American
or NATO forces would not
intervene directly to defend
Ukraine.

As the strength of the
Ukrainian forces and the sheer
incompetence of the Russian
army became clear, his willing-
ness to give Ukraine more
advanced weapons in larger
quantities grew. But his seeming-
ly accidental asides about how
Putin cannot remain in power
never become actual policy.
Every option remains open.

This is a man who has been
around the block a few times,
and he knows how the game is
played. So, if I were an adviser
to Taiwan’s president, I would tell
her the most important thing in
the event of a Chinese invasion
attempt is to make a good show
of resistance in the first 
few weeks.

There is no more difficult
military operation than an
opposed amphibious landing,
and China has no real-world
experience of carrying out that
kind of attack across 200 km. of
open ocean. So, if you can hold
the invaders on the beaches for
a week or two, American arms
and supplies will start to flow in
abundance.

But don’t expect US troops
to help you directly. Biden is not
willing for fight a war against
China either. Consider Ukraine.
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(Gwynne Dyer’s new book is
‘The Shortest History of

War’. The views expressed
are personal.)
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�! /���,�/� The United Nations proclaimed
May 22 as ‘The International Day
for Biological Diversity’ (IDB) to
increase understanding and

awareness of biodiversity issues. The
focal theme of IDB 2022 is ‘Building a
shared future for all life’. For actualizing
this noble mission of the United Nations,
it is of paramount significance that we
revisit the past civilizational discourses
that we have had in protecting nature in
its totality. 

The Civilization heritage of ancient
Bharat is well documented in the Vedas,
the Upanishads, the Puran as and sever-
al other scriptures. The preaching in these
scriptures are the set of norms governing
our cultural and social lives. One of the
greatest and unique strengths of the
Sanatan Dharmahas been its adoration
for nature in its entirety for preserving all
possible and probable habitats for all
forms of life to flourish on the ‘Mother
Earth’. Perhaps, no other civilizational dis-
course, attachedso much significance
and interconnectedness to various facets
of nature as the Sanatan way of lifestyle,
values and virtues. 

In Vedic culture, natural resources
have never been considered commodities
to be consumed for enjoyment and
worldly pleasure as are viewed now.
Contrarily, people were outlawed from the
over exploitation of natural resources.
They were mentored to worship the
divinity that exists in the animate and the
inanimate world including plants, ani-
mals, water, air, soil, fire, stones, hills,
mountains and planets etc, necessary
components for sustaining biodiversity.
Hindus recognised, appreciated and pre-
served the purity of varied facets of nature
in all their life activities.In essence, they
practised nature-centric civilisational
and development discourse that ensured
the longevity of all forms of life.The
degree of respect and interconnectedness
that Sanatan is had with nature is amply
demonstrated by the  Yajurveda sloka nec-
essarily recited on rituals ‘Om dyauh
shanti rantariksham shantih, Prithvi
shanti rapah shantih Oshadhayah shan-
tih; Vanaspatayah shantih, vishvedeva
shanti Brahma shantih; Sarvam shantih,
Shantireva shantih, Saamaa shantiredhih;
Om shaantih, shaantih, shaantih’ mean-
ing that ‘May peace radiate there in the
whole sky as well as in the vast ethereal
space everywhere; May peace reign all
over this earth, in water and in all herbs,
trees and creepers; May peace flow over
the whole universe; May peace be in the
Supreme Being Brahman; And may there
always exist in all peace and peace alone’.
All sphere of human activitiescentred
onthe purity of nature and were 
zero-emission and zero-waste based. 

Vedic peoplehada co-existential frame
of mind with the lithosphere, hydros-
phere, biosphere and atmosphere. They
knew that life originated in water and can-
not be sustained without ensuring its
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Sri Lanka's prime minister
said on Thursday that he

will quickly prepare an eco-
nomic reform programme and
seek approval from the
International Monetary Fund
— because global inflation and
the financial impact of Russia's
invasion of Ukraine on other
countries could limit their abil-
ity to help the island nation.

Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe said that offi-
cials have reached agreement
on basic reforms concepts with
the IMF and that he plans to
have the economic reform pro-
gram ready within two weeks.
After it is finalised, an IMF del-

egation will visit Sri Lanka to
evaluate the programme.

"I have placed my special
attention on this because of the
present global situation, the war
in Ukraine and global inflation.
From what we can see a num-
ber of countries may have to
face economic problems like
ours," Wickremesinghe said. 

He added: "At the moment
the United States and the
Europe are spending a lot on
the war and there is a possibil-
ity of the aid given to us being
reduced." 

Sri Lanka is nearly bank-
rupt with an acute foreign cur-
rency crisis that resulted in a
foreign debt default. The coun-
try announced last month that

it is suspending nearly $7 bil-
lion foreign debt repayment
due for this year out of about
$25 billion due through 2026.
Sri Lanka's total foreign debt
stands at $51 billion. The IMF
said in a statement Thursday
said that a team remotely con-
cluded initial discussions about
Sri Lanka's reform plan on
Tuesday.

"The team made good
progress in assessing the eco-
nomic situation and in identi-
fying policy priorities to be
taken going forward," the state-
ment said. 

The statement added that
discussions focused on restor-
ing fiscal sustainability while
protecting the vulnerable and

poor; ensuring monetary pol-
icy credibility and exchange
rate regimes; preserving finan-
cial sector stability; and struc-
tural reforms to enhance eco-
nomic growth and strengthen
governance.

"We expect that these dis-
cussions will help the authori-
ties formulate their reform
programme," the IMF said.

Sri Lanka's former finance
minister Ali Sabry has said that
badly timed tax cuts led to a
reduction in government rev-
enue, reducing the country's
ability to borrow and releasing
existing reserves to maintain
the US dollar at a fixed rate
against the local currency - and
that those factors triggered the

foreign currency crisis. 
Also  the COVID-19 pan-

demic nearly severely reduced
tourism revenue, one of the
country's economic lifelines.
The economic crisis has caused
a reduction of imports of goods
and industrial raw material,
prompting an acute shortage of
essential items like food, med-
icine, cooking gas and other
fuel, toilet paper and even
matches. Sri Lankans for
months have been forced to
wait in lines lasting hours out-
side stores to buy fuel and
cooking gas.

Protesters have occupied
the entrance to President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa's office
for nearly 50 days, demanding

his resignation because they
blame him and his powerful,
and politically connected fam-
ily for the economic crises. The
protests have nearly dismantled
the powerful Rajapaksa polit-
ical dynasty after the president's
brother resigned as prime min-
ister amid countrywide vio-
lence earlier this month, when
his supporters attacked peace-
ful protesters. 

Two of the president's
other siblings and nephew
resigned from their Cabinet
posts.Wickremesinghe has
promised to propose constitu-
tional changes to curtail pres-
idential powers, strengthen
Parliament and resolve Sri
Lanka's economic difficulties.
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China and Russia vetoed a
U.N. Resolution sponsored

by the United States on
Thursday that would have
imposed tough new sanctions
on North Korea for its spate of
intercontinental ballistic missile
launches that can be used to
deliver nuclear weapons.

The vote in the 15-member
Security Council was 13-2 and
marked a first serious division
among the five veto-wielding
permanent members of the
U.N.'s most powerful body on
a North Korea sanctions reso-
lution.

A united Security Council
imposed sanctions after North
Korea's first nuclear test explo-
sion in 2006 and tightened
them over the years seeking to
rein in its nuclear and ballistic
missile programs and cut off
funding.

U.S. Ambassador Linda
Thomas-Greenfield appealed
for unity before Thursday's
vote, calling North Korea's six
ICBM tests this year "a threat
to the entire international com-

munity." 
She stressed that in the last

sanctions resolution adopted by
the council in December 2017,
members committed to further
restricting petroleum exports
to North Korea if it conducted
a ballistic missile launch capa-
ble of reaching intercontinen-
tal ranges.

North Korea suspended
ICBM tests for five years, but
she urged the council to act
against its "dangerous and
threatening" ICBM launches in
the last five months including
one on Wednesday.

China's U.N. Ambassador
Zhang Jun reiterated Beijing's
opposition to new sanctions
against North Korea ahead of
Thursday's vote. He called
instead for the United States to
take "meaningful, practical
actions" to resume its dialogue
with the country and find a

political solution to the situa-
tion on the Korean Peninsula,
where the 1950-53 war between
North Korea and South Korea
stopped with an armistice, not
a peace treaty.

With tensions on the
peninsula, Zhang said, it's
important to stay calm, avoid
any provocative actions and
"really give hope" to the
Democratic People's Republic
of Korea -- the country's offi-
cial name -- by lifting some
sanctions instead of imposing
new ones.

"We do not think addi-
tional sanctions will be helpful
in responding to current situ-
ation," he told reporters
Thursday. "It can only get sit-
uation even worse. … so that's
what we really want to avoid." 

Alluding to U.S. "pivot to
Asia" reflecting rise of China as
an economic and military
power and America's most sig-
nificant competitor, Zhang
said, "We do not want to see
anyone make use of DPRK sit-
uation or Korean Peninsula sit-
uation as a card for their strate-
gic or geopolitical agenda."
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Democrats' first attempt at
responding to back-to-

back mass shootings in Buffalo
and Uvalde, Texas, failed in
Senate as Republicans blocked
a domestic terrorism bill that
would have opened debate on
difficult questions surrounding
hate crimes and gun safety.

Senate Majority Leader
Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., tried
to nudge Republicans into tak-
ing up a domestic terrorism bill
that had cleared House quick-
ly last week after mass shoot-
ings at a grocery store in
Buffalo, New York, and a
church in Southern California
targeting people of color. 

He said it could become
basis for negotiation. But
Thursday vote failed along
party lines, raising fresh doubts
about possibility of robust
debate, let alone eventual com-
promise, on gun safety mea-
sures. The final vote was 47-47,
short of 60 needed to take up
bill. All Republicans voted
against it. “We're disappointed,”

said White House press secre-
tary Karine Jean-Pierre. She
said it 's "shameful" that
National Rifle Association and
others have stood in the way of
advancing such measures but
encouraged Congress to press
ahead. 

“The president has been
very clear that's it's time to act,"
she said. Rejection of bill, just
two days after  mass shooting
at a Texas elementary school
that killed 19 children and
two teachers, brought into
sharp relief Congress' persistent
failure to pass legislation to
curb nation's epidemic of gun
violence. 

It also underscored preva-
lence of mass shootings in the
U.S. As Congress struggled to
react to earlier shootings but
was confronted by yet another
massacre. Schumer said he will
give bipartisan negotiations in
Senate about two weeks, while
Congress is away for a break, to
try to forge a compromise bill
that could pass 50-50 Senate,
where 60 votes will be needed
to overcome a filibuster.
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When China signed a secu-
rity pact with the

Solomon Islands in April it
raised concerns from the US
and its allies that Beijing may
be seeking a military outpost in
the South Pacific, an area of
traditional American naval
dominance.

But China upped the ante
further this week, reaching out
to the Solomon Islands and
nine other island nations with
a sweeping security proposal
that, even if only partially
realised, could give it a presence
in the Pacific much nearer
Hawaii, Australia, New Zealand
and on the doorstep of the
strategic American territory
of Guam.

China insists its proposals
are targeted at regional stabil-
ity and economic growth, but
experts and governments fear
that beneath the surface, it is a
brazen attempt to expand its
influence in a strategically crit-
ical area.

David Panuelo, the presi-

dent of Micronesia, one of the
nations targeted by China,
warned the others against sign-
ing on, saying it "threatens to
bring a new Cold War at best,
and a world war at worst."

"Aside from the impacts on
our sovereignty ... It increases
the chances of China getting
into conflict with Australia,
Japan, United States and New
Zealand on the day when
Beijing decides to invade
Taiwan," Panuelo warned in a
letter obtained by The
Associated Press, noting China
has not ruled out using force to
take the self-governing island,
which it claims as its own ter-
ritory.

A draft of the proposal
obtained by The Associated
Press shows that China wants
to train Pacific police officers,
team up on "traditional and
non-traditional security" and
expand law enforcement coop-
eration. 

China also wants to joint-
ly develop a marine plan for
fisheries, and raises the possi-
bility of a free trade area with
the Pacific nations.
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China on Friday criticised a
speech by US Secretary of

State Antony Blinken that
focused on relations between
world's top two economic
powers, saying US was seek-
ing to smear Beijing's reputa-
tion.

In his Thursday address,
Blinken said administration of
President Joe Biden wants to
lead international bloc
opposed to Russia's invasion
of Ukraine into a broader
coalition to counter what it
sees as a more serious, long-
term threat to global order
from China.

Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Wang Wenbin
responded that US was "essen-
tially spreading disinforma-
tion" and "smearing China's
domestic and foreign policy." 

Tivaouane (Senegal): Police
were on guard and nearby res-
idents and parents stood
mourning outside a hospital in
Senegal where a fire in the
neonatal unit killed 11 new-
borns. 
Only three infants could be
saved, President Macky Sall
said before calling on Thursday
for three days of mourning for
the young lives lost.

Mamadou Mbaye,
who witnessed the fire
Wednesday at the Abdoul Aziz
Sy Dabakh Hospital in
Tivaouane, a town 120 kilo-
meters (75 miles) northeast of
the capital, Dakar, told The
Associated Press that condi-
tions inside the hospital were
"atrocious."

"It was hot and smoky
inside with a suffocating heat,
and there was a power outage,"
Mbaye said.Grieving parents
were still in shock."I baptized
my child on Wednesday and he
was baptized here in the hos-
pital. APT
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Turkey's foreign minister
says Sweden and Finland

must now take "concrete steps"
to alleviate his country's secu-
rity concerns to overcome
Ankara's objections to their
NATO membership bid.

Foreign Minister Mevlut
Cavusoglu said Friday that
delegations from the two
Nordic countries have returned
home with Turkey's demands
after a visit this week and
Ankara is awaiting their
answers.

The countries' member-
ship bids require support from
all NATO countries, but Turkey
is objecting to them. It has cited
alleged support for Kurdish
militants that Turkey considers
terrorists and restrictions on
weapons sales to Turkey.

Cavusoglu said that "an
approach of we'll convince
Turkey in time anyway, we are
friends and allies' would not be
correct." 
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The World Health
Organisation says nearly

200 cases of monkeypox have
been reported in more than 20
countries not usually known to
have outbreaks of the unusual
disease, but described the epi-
demic as "containable" and
proposed creating a stockpile to
equitably share the limited vac-
cines and drugs available
worldwide.

During a public briefing on
Friday, the UN health agency
said there are still many unan-
swered questions about how
the current epidemic arose,
but there is no evidence that
any genetic changes in the
virus are responsible for the
unprecedented epidemic. 

"The first sequencing of the
virus shows that the strain is
not different from the strains
we can find in endemic coun-
tries and (this outbreak) is
probably due more to a change
in human behaviour," said Dr

Sylvie Briand, WHO's director
of pandemic and epidemic dis-
eases. Earlier this week, a top
adviser to WHO said the out-
break in Europe, US, Israel,
Australia and beyond was like-
ly linked to sex at two recent
raves in Spain and Belgium. 

That marks a significant
departure from the disease's
typical pattern of spread in cen-
tral and western Africa, where
people are mainly infected by
animals like wild rodents and
primates, and outbreaks haven't
spilled across borders.

On Friday, Spanish author-
ities said the number of cases
there had risen to 98, includ-
ing one woman, whose infec-
tion is "directly related" to a

chain of transmission that had
been previously limited to men,
according to officials in the
region of Madrid. 

Doctors in Britain, Spain,
Portugal, Canada, the US and
elsewhere have noted that the
majority of infections to date
have been in gay and bisexual
men, or men who have sex with
men. 

The disease is no more
likely to affect people because
of their sexual orientation and
scientists warn the virus could
infect others if transmission
isn't curbed. 

WHO's Briand said that
based on how past outbreaks of
the disease in Africa have
evolved, the current situation
appeared "containable."

Still, she said WHO expect-
ed to see more cases reported
in the future, noting "we don't
know if we are just seeing the
peak of the iceberg (or) if
there are many more cases
that are undetected in com-
munities," she said. 
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Russian forces on Friday
pounded the last Ukrainian

strongholds in a separatist-
controlled eastern province of
Ukraine, including a city where
authorities said 1,500 people
have been killed and 60% of
residential buildings destroyed
since the start of the war. 

Ukraine's foreign minister
warned that without a new
injection of foreign weapons,
Ukrainian forces would not be
able to stop Russia from seiz-
ing Sievierodonetsk and near-
by Lysychansk, locations that
are crucial to Russia's goal of
capturing all of Ukraine's
industrial Donbas region. 

The cities are the last areas
under Ukrainian control in
Luhansk, one of two provinces
that make up the region.
Russian forces have made slow
but persistent advances as they
bombarded and sought to
encircle both Lysychansk and
Sievierodonetsk.

"The Russians are pound-

ing residential neighborhoods
relentlessly," regional gover-
nor Serhiy Haidai wrote in a
Telegram post Friday. "The
residents of Sievierodonetsk
have forgotten when was the
last time there was silence in
the city for at least half an
hour."

Russian shelling killed four
people in the city over the past
24 hours, he said. 

Mayor Oleksandr Stryuk
said late Thursday that at least
1,500 people have been killed
in Sievierodonetsk since Russia
invaded Ukraine on Feb. 24.
About 12,000 to 13,000 remain
in the city - down from a pre-
war population of about
100,000 - and 60% of residen-
tial buildings have been
destroyed, he said.

Stryuk said a Russian
reconnaissance and sabotage
group entered a city hotel, and
that the main road between
neighboring Lysychansk and
the city of Bakhmut to the
southwest remains open, but
travel is dangerous. He said

only 12 people were able to be
evacuated Thursday.

In Donetsk, the Donbas

region's other province, Russia-
backed rebels claimed Friday to
have taken control of Lyman, a

large railway hub north of two
more key cities that remained
under Ukrainian control. 

There was no immediate
confirmation from Ukrainian
officials.

With Ukraine's hopes of
stopping the Russian advance
fading, Ukrainian Foreign
Minister Dmytro Kuleba plead-
ed with Western nations to pro-
vide his country with more
weapons so its defenders were
equipped to "push (the Russian
forces) back." "We need heavy
weapons. The only position
where Russia is better than us,
it's the amount of heavy
weapons they have. Without
artillery, without multiple
launch rocket systems we won't
be able to push them back,"
Kuleba said in a video posted
on Twitter Thursday night.

He said the situation in the
east was "even worse than peo-
ple say. ... If you really care for
Ukraine, weapons, weapons
and weapons again."

In his nightly address to the
nation, Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy had
some harsh words for the
European Union, which has
not agreed on a sixth round of
sanctions that includes an
embargo on Russian oil.

"Of course, I am grateful to
our friends who are promoting
new sanctions," the Ukrainian
leader said. "But where did
those who block the sixth
package get so much power?
Why are they still allowed to
have so much power, including
in intra-European procedures?

Zelenskyy also spoke
bluntly about what's at stake in
the battle for eastern Ukraine.

"Pressure on Russia is lit-
erally a matter of saving lives,"
he said. "And every day of
delay, weakness, various dis-
putes or proposals to appease'
the aggressor at the expense of
the victim is new killed
Ukrainians. And new threats to
everyone on our continent."

Moscow pressed the West
on Thursday to lift sanctions
already imposed over the war,
seeking to shift the blame for
a growing global food crisis
that has been worsened by
Kyiv's inability to ship millions
of tons of grain and other
agricultural products while
under attack. 
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Moscow has pressed the
West  to lift sanctions

against Russia over the war in
Ukraine, seeking to shift the
blame for a growing food cri-
sis that has been worsened by
Kyiv's inability to ship millions
of tons of grain and other agri-
cultural products due to the
conflict.

Britain immediately
accused Russia of "trying to
hold the world to ransom,"
insisting there would be no
sanctions relief, and a top U.S.
Diplomat blasted the "sheer
barbarity, sadistic cruelty and
lawlessness" of the invasion.

Russian President
Vladimir Putin told Italian
Prime Minister Mario Draghi
that Moscow "is ready to make
a significant contribution to
overcoming the food crisis
through the export of grain
and fertilizer on the condition

that politically motivated
restrictions imposed by the
West are lifted," according to a
Kremlin readout of the call.

Ukraine is one of the
world's largest exporters of
wheat, corn and sunflower oil,
but the war and a Russian
blockade of its ports has halt-
ed much of that flow, endan-
gering world food supplies.
Many of those ports are now
also heavily mined.

Russia also is a significant
grain exporter, and Kremlin
spokesman Dmitri Peskov said
the West "must cancel the
unlawful decisions that ham-
per chartering ships and
exporting grain." His com-
ments appeared to be an effort
to lump the blockade of
Ukrainian exports with what
Russia says are its difficulties
in moving its own goods.

Western officials have dis-
missed those claims. U.S.
Secretary of State Antony

Blinken noted last week that
food, fertilizer and seeds are
exempt from sanctions
imposed by the U.S. And many
others - and that Washington
is working to ensure countries
know the flow of those goods
should not be affected.

With the war grinding into
its fourth month, world lead-
ers have ramped up calls for
solutions. World Trade
Organization Director-General
Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala said
about 25 million tons of
Ukrainian grain is in storage
and another 25 million tons

could be harvested next
month.

European countries have
tried to ease the crisis by mov-
ing grain out of the country by
rail - but trains can carry only
a small fraction of what
Ukraine produces, and ships
are needed for the bulk of the
exports.

At the same time, the
Russian Defense Ministry pro-
posed corridors to allow for-
eign ships to leave ports along
the Black Sea, as well as
Mariupol on the Sea of Azov.

Mikhail Mizintsev, who
heads Russia's National
Defense Control Center, said
70 foreign vessels from 16
countries are in six ports on the
Black Sea, including Odesa,
Kherson and Mykolaiv. He
did not specify how many
might be ready to carry food.

Ukrainian Foreign

Minister Dmytro Kuleba said
his country was ready to agree
on safe corridors in principle
- but that it was not sure it
could trust that Russia "will not
violate the agreement on the
safe passage and its military
vessels will not sneak into the
harbor and attack Odesa."

British Foreign Secretary
Liz Truss said Putin was "try-
ing to hold the world to ran-
som" by demanding some
sanctions be lifted before
allowing Ukrainian grain ship-
ments to resume.

"He's essentially
weaponized hunger and lack of
food among the poorest peo-
ple around the world," Truss
said on a visit to Sarajevo.
"What we cannot have is any
lifting of sanctions, any
appeasement, which will sim-
ply make Putin stronger in the
longer term."

Putin said "it's impossible,
utterly unrealistic in the mod-
ern world" to isolate Russia.
Speaking via video to members
of the Eurasian Economic
Forum, which is comprised of
several ex-Soviet nations, he
said those who try would "pri-
marily hurt themselves," citing
broken food supply chains.

Michael Carpenter, the
U.S. Ambassador to the
Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe, urged
its members to provide
Ukraine with what it needs to
defend itself against Putin's
"revanchist delusions."

If Russia achieved "success"
in Ukraine, "there would be
more horrific reports from fil-
tration camps, more forcibly
displaced people, more sum-
mary executions, more torture,
more rape, and more looting,"
Carpenter said in Vienna.
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AUkrainian regional gover-
nor says that four people

have been killed in the eastern
city of Sievierodonetsk over the
past 24 hours by Russian
shelling.

One more person was
killed by a Russian shell in the
village of Komushuvakha.

Serhiy Haidai, the governor
of the Luhansk region, wrote in
a Telegram post on Friday that
"the residents of
Sievierodonetsk have forgotten
when was the last time there
was silence in the city for at
least half an hour".

He said that "the Russians
are pounding residential neigh-
bourhoods relentlessly".
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Belarusian President
Alexander Lukashenko

said he was forming a south-
ern military command and
sending battalion tactical
groups to the area that borders
Ukraine.

Lukashenko did not give
details, but battalion tactical
groups typically consist of
mechanized infantry including
tanks. The territory of Belarus
was used for rocket attacks on
Ukraine, but the military of
Belarus did not take part in the
Russian ground operation.

Ukrainian authorities have
expressed concern that Belarus
may agree to a wider partici-
pation in the war.

Western allies are consid-
ering whether to allow Russian
oligarchs to buy their way out
of sanctions and using the
money to rebuild Ukraine,
according to government offi-
cials familiar with the matter.

Canadian Deputy Prime
Minister and Finance Minister
Chrystia Freeland proposed
the idea at a G-7 finance min-
isters' meeting in Germany
last week.

Freeland raised the issue
after oligarchs spoke to her
about it, one official said. The
Canadian minister knows
some Russian oligarchs from
her time as a journalist in
Moscow. The official said the
Ukrainians were aware of the
discussions. The official said
it's also in the West's interests
to have prominent oligarchs
dissociate themselves with
Russian President Vladimir

Putin while at the same time
providing funding for Ukraine.

The officials spoke on con-
dition of anonymity as they
were not authorized to speak
publicly about internal G-7 dis-
cussions.

Finland's Prime Minister
Sanna Marin has become the
latest European leader to visit
Ukraine.

Marin met with Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy on Thursday in
Kyiv.

Finnish public broadcast-
er YLE says she also visited the
towns of Bucha and Irpin
where Russian soldiers are
alleged to have killed civilians.

Zelenskyy thanked Marin
for Finland's weapons deliver-
ies and its support for sanc-
tions against Russia.

Jolted by Russia's invasion
of Ukraine, Finland recently
broke with its policy of non-
alignment and applied for
membership in NATO, togeth-
er with neighboring Sweden.

The head of the Russia-
backed separatist region in
eastern Ukraine says that there
may be more Ukrainian fight-
ers hiding at the sprawling
Azovstal steel mill in Mariupol,
even after Moscow officially
declared the operation of tak-
ing control over it successful
and completed.

Denis Pushilin of the
Donetsk People's Republic said
of the Ukrainian fighters on
Thursday: "They could be hid-
ing....They could be lost some-
where, lagged behind" the ones
who surrendered and were
captured.

The Russian military
declared Azovstal and all of
Mariupol "completely liberat-
ed" on May 20 and reported

that a total of 2,439 fighters had
come out of the last pocket of
Ukrainian resistance in the
besieged city.
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Gwalior: There was no short-
age of wheat in India, but the
Centre has imposed a ban on
its export to check “rampant”
overseas sales of the grain,
Union Agriculture Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar has
said.

Speaking to reporters after
attending a function here on
Thursday, Tomar said it was the
government’s duty to maintain
a balance in the market.

“For us, the nation’s inter-
est comes first. And that is why
there was no shortage of wheat
in the country. It is the gov-
ernment’s duty to maintain a
balance in the market. Hence,
we have imposed a ban to
check rampant export of the
food grain. We have to meet the
country’s demand,” the minis-
ter said.

On May 14, India, the
world’s second biggest pro-
ducer of the cereal, announced
a ban on wheat exports as a
part of measures to control ris-
ing domestic prices amid con-
cerns of output being hit by
scorching heatwave.

India’s wheat exports stood
at an all-time high of 7 million
tonnes, valuing USD 2.05 bil-
lion, in 2021-22 on better
demand of Indian wheat from
overseas. Of the total wheat

exports, around 50 per cent
went to Bangladesh.

Tomar said India has to
also look after the foodgrain
needs of its neighbours.

“Our neighbouring coun-
tries depend on us. Many coun-
tries in the world need food-
grains, and they are looking at
India. We have a responsibili-
ty to our neighbouring coun-
tries,” he said.

“To discharge all these
responsibilities, we have taken
the decision (to ban export) by
checking our account (stock),”
the minister said, responding to
a query on the Congress’s alle-
gation that overseas shipment
of wheat was stopped without
any planning. PTI

$��
���
�����
�"���
������������
��	��	�
������
��5���
)����

New Delhi: Logistics company TCI Express on Friday posted
over 14 per cent fall in its net profit at Rs 35.93 crore during the
March 2022 quarter. The company had clocked a net profit of
Rs 42.57 crore in the same period of FY21, it said in a regula-
tory filing.

Its total income, however, increased to Rs 300.28 crore in the
quarter from Rs 282.86 crore in the year-ago period.

The company’s expenses soared to Rs 251.43 crore in the said
period from Rs 228.12 crore a year ago.

In the entire 2021-22 fiscal year, the company’s net profit
rose by about 29 per cent to Rs 128.85 crore from Rs 100.60 crore
in the preceding financial year.

The company clocked a turnover of Rs 1,081.47 crore dur-
ing FY22, higher from Rs 843.99 crore a year ago. In a separate
statement, the company’s managing director Chander Agarwal
said the last quarter of the fiscal has ended on an overall posi-
tive note.”Some operating constraints were present in January
due to regional restrictions, but these were offset with subsequent
recovery and strong demand from SME customers. EBITDA for
the quarter stood at Rs 52 crore, registering a sequential growth
of 6.2 per cent with margins of 17.4 per cent.” PTI

Dubai: Government and busi-
ness leaders in India and the
UAE have held a series of
high-level meetings focused
on opportunities within the
energy transition and industrial
growth.

The meetings were held on
the sidelines of UAE Climate
Envoy and Minister of Industry
and Advanced Technology Dr
Sultan Al Jaber’s visit to New
Delhi on Thursday, UAE’s offi-
cial news agency Wam 
said.

Union Environment
Minister Bhupender Yadav on
Thursday met Al Jaber and the
two discussed issues relating to
climate change, hosting of COP

28 and other related matters.
Prior to the bilateral meeting,
a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) on cli-
mate action was also signed by
the two ministers to establish
a framework to facilitate and
enhance bilateral cooperation
on climate action, and also con-
tribute towards implementing
the Paris Agreement.

Following Dr Al Jaber’s
meeting with Yadav, the UAE
and India agreed to expand
bilateral cooperation towards
accelerated climate action and
implementation of the Paris
agreement, including public-
private partnership across
renewable power deployment,

agriculture efficiency, green
hydrogen, sustainable finance,
and carbon market develop-
ment, the official Wam news
agency reported.

The UAE-India coopera-
tion in climate aims to support
India’s ambition to achieve 450
gigawatts (GW) of renewable
energy installed capacity by
2030 and aligns with the UAE’s
ambitions to expand its low and
zero-carbon energy capabilities.

The UAE delegation also
met with Indian business lead-
ers discussing new opportuni-
ties, particularly those in decar-
bonisation and climate solu-
tions. PTI
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New Delhi:
Gold in the
n a t i o n a l
capital on
F r i d a y
j u m p e d
�303 to �50,939 per 10 grams
in line with rally in interna-
tional precious metal prices,
according to HDFC Securities.

The precious metal settled
at �50,636 per 10 grams in the
previous trade.

Silver also rallied by �1,023
to �62,365 per kg from �61,342
per kg in the previous trade.

In the international mar-
ket, gold was trading higher at
USD 1,859 per ounce and sil-
ver gained marginally to USD
22.22 per ounce. “Gold prices
traded higher with spot gold
prices at COMEX trading
around half a per cent up at
USD 1,859 per ounce on
Friday,” said Tapan Patel, Senior
Analyst (Commodities) at
HDFC Securities. PTI 

New Delhi: Capital markets
regulator Sebi on Friday
tweaked the standard operating
procedure specifying steps to
be taken by stock exchanges,
clearing corporations and
depositories for dealing with
possible defaults by trading or
clearing members.

The measures are aimed at
protecting the interest of non-
defaulting clients of trading
members (TMs) or clearing
members (CMs) in the likely
event of default.

The regulator, in consulta-
tion with the Market
Infrastructure Institutions, has
decided to modify the frame-
work in order to provide equi-
table distribution of funds
amongst investors, according to
a circular.

Under the new framework,
within 30 trading days from
crystallization of balances,
stock exchanges (SEs) or clear-
ing corporations (CCs) will

have to endeavour to settle the
claims of maximum number of
clients by way of interim mea-
sures under their supervision,
prior to issuing show cause
notice (SCN) for declaring the
TM a defaulter.

The TM is required to be
instructed to pay small
investors out of available funds
and own resources (movable
and immovable) under the
supervision of the SEs.

Further, the unencum-
bered deposits available with
the SEs or CCs, after adjusting
their dues and maintaining
the minimum base capital
requirement, will also be
utilised for settling the credit
balance of investors starting
from the smallest 
amount.

“Such amount shall be paid
in full to all such investors hav-
ing credit balance up to the
amount of �25 lakh, subject to
availability of funds. PTI
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Mumbai: Equity indices
extended their winning run to
a second straight session on
Friday, buoyed by robust
demand for IT, bank and auto
stocks amid a supportive trend
overseas.

The two-day rally also
helped the benchmarks post
their second straight weekly
advance, in lockstep with a
global rebound despite linger-
ing concerns over high infla-
tion and coordinated policy
tightening by central banks.

Continuing with the pre-
vious session’s momentum, the
30-share BSE Sensex rallied
632.13 points or 1.17 per cent
to settle at 54,884.66.

Similarly, the broader NSE
Nifty jumped 182.30 points or
1.13 per cent to 16,352.45.

Tech Mahindra was the
top performer in the Sensex
pack, spurting 4.10 per cent,
followed by IndusInd Bank,
Wipro, Bajaj Finance, M&M,
Infosys, L&T and Bajaj Finserv.

On the other hand, NTPC,
Bharti Airtel, PowerGrid, Tata
Steel, Reliance Industries, Asian
Paints and Nestle were the lag-
gards, slumping as much as
2.43 per cent.

“Joining the global rally,
the investors were in a buying
mood following favourable
retail earnings in the US.
Receding FII selling also pro-

vided comfort to the domestic
market in bringing down
volatility.

“The RBI’s upcoming pol-
icy meeting will be a key fac-
tor in the market, where they
are expected to announce an
additional policy rate hike of
25-35 bps,” said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research at Geojit
Financial Services.

On a weekly basis, the
Sensex climbed 558.27 points
or 1.02 per cent, while the Nifty
gained 86.30 points or 0.53 per
cent.

“The recent rebound shows
that we’re just mirroring the
global markets, especially the
US and it may continue ahead

as well. Besides, upcoming
macroeconomic data and auto
sales numbers will also be in
focus... Meanwhile, we recom-
mend maintaining a positive
yet cautious approach and
focusing more on stock selec-
tion,” said Ajit Mishra, VP -
Research, Religare Broking Ltd.

In the broader markets, the
BSE midcap gauge jumped 1.69
per cent and the smallcap index
gained 1.20 per cent in Friday’s
session. Among BSE sectoral
indices, IT jumped 2.38 per
cent, followed by teck (1.84 per
cent), capital goods (1.69 per
cent), industrials (1.58 per cent),
auto (1.50 per cent) and bank
(1.35 per cent). PTI
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New Delhi: India has the
potential to become a non-
alcoholic beverage hub and
the country’s non-alcoholic
beverage market is expected to
touch a market size of �1.47
lakh crore by 2030, says a
report.

According to the report by
economic policy think tank
ICRIER, “the size of the mar-
ket was estimated at �671 bil-
lion (�67,100 crore) in 2019,
which is projected to reach
around �1,472.33 billion
(�1,47,233 crore) in 2030, in the
realistic scenario.”

“India has the potential to
become a non-alcoholic bev-
erage hub, given its endow-
ments of raw materials, labour
and policy support for encour-
aging food processing in the
country,” the report said.

Bottled water and carbon-
ated soft drinks still account for
the bulk of the non-alcoholic
beverages sector, the report
said, adding that the market for
juices, energy drinks, tea, milk
and coffee-based beverages
and organic drinks is expand-
ing. In India, domestic con-
sumption and exports are low,
compared to ASEAN countries

and there is enough space to
grow for the non-alcoholic
beverage industry.

“India’s per capita sales
volume was just 21.36 litres in
2018, and exports were worth
USD 29.89 million in 2020.
There is scope for increasing
both domestic sales volume
and diversifying products and
export markets. For example,
India can develop and export
organic fruit-based drinks,” it
said.The study found that the
non-alcoholic beverage sector
contributes significantly to the
Indian economy in terms of
value addition and job creation.

“The total job creation
from this sector is estimated to
be 6.91 lakh which includes
employment creation both in the
upstream and downstream
operations,” the study said. PTI
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Mumbai: The number of bank
notes of �2000 denomination
has steadily declined over the
years to touch 214 crore or 1.6
per cent of the total currency
notes in circulation at the end
of March this year, according to
RBI annual report.

The total number of cur-
rency notes of all denomina-
tions in circulation stood at
13,053 crore as of March this
year, up from 12,437 crore
from the year-ago period.

At the end of March 2020,
the number of � 2000 denom-
ination notes in circulation
stood at 274 crore, accounting
for 2.4 per cent of the total
number of currency notes in
circulation. The count declined
to 245 crore or 2 per cent of the
total bank notes in circulation
as of March 2021 and further
fell to 214 crore or 1.6 per cent

at the end of last fiscal year.
In value terms also, the

�2000 denomination notes
dipped from 22.6 per cent of
the total value of currency
notes in circulation to 17.3 per
cent at the end of March 2021
and further to 13.8 per cent at
the end of March 2022.

According to the report,
the number of �500 denomi-
nation notes in circulation rose
to 4,554.68 crore at the end of
March this year as against
3,867.90 crore in the year-ago

period. “In volume terms, � 500
denomination constituted the
highest share at 34.9 per cent,
followed by �10 denomination
bank notes, which constituted
21.3 per cent of the total bank
notes in circulation as on
March 31, 2022,” the annual
report for 2021-22 released on
Friday said.

The �500 denomination
notes accounted for 31.1 per
cent share at the end of March
2021 and 25.4 per cent as of
March 2020. In value terms,
these notes rose from 60.8 per
cent to 73.3 per cent from
March 2020 to March 2022.

The total value of curren-
cy notes in circulation of all
denominations rose to Rs 31.05
lakh crore at the end of March
this year from �28.27 lakh
crore at the end of March
2021. PTI

Mumbai: The rupee inched 2 paise higher to close at 77.59 (pro-
visional) against US dollar on Friday, supported by positive
domestic equities and weakness of the American currency over-
seas. ,Forex traders said the rupee consolidated in a narrow range
as elevated crude oil prices, fiscal deficit concerns and persis-
tent FII outflows weighed on the local unit.

At the interbank forex market, the rupee opened at 77.60
against the greenback and moved in a range of 77.57 to 77.67
in the day’s trade. The rupee finally ended at 77.59, higher by 2
paise over its previous close of 77.61.

“Rupee continued to trade in a narrow range and volatili-
ty remained despite gains in domestic equities. Dollar retraced
after the US preliminary GDP number came in below estimates,”
said Gaurang Somaiya, Forex and Bullion Analyst, Motilal Oswal
Financial Services.Euro and pound got support at lower levels
and extended support, Somaiya said, adding that “we expect the
USD-INR to trade sideways and quote in the range of 77.20 and
77.80.”On the domestic equity market front, the BSE Sensex
advanced 632.13 points or 1.17 per cent to end at 54,884.66, while
the broader NSE Nifty jumped 182.30 points or 1.13 per cent to
16,352.45. PTI
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New Delhi: Mobility giant Ola
Electric is scouting for land to
set up its cell and electric car
factories and is in talks with
multiple states, sources said.

Ola Electric needs 1,000
acres of land to set up its cell
gigafactory and electric car
factory which is expected to
attract an investment of
�10,000 crore.

Some states are already
vying, sources aware of the
matter said.

Ola Electric’s four-wheeler
ambitions are taking a serious
shape with some concept
designs almost ready.

It is in talks with govern-
ments of Uttar Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Gujarat,
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, and
Telangana for land acquisi-
tion, they said adding the com-
pany is likely to finalize it as
early as next month.

The firm already has 500
acre in Krishnagiri in Tamil
Nadu where it has built its
Futurefactory, the world’s

largest two-wheeler factory.
A company spokesperson

declined to comment on the
developments.

Ola’s current plans for
additional 1,000 acre of land are
for a separate four-wheeler
factory for its much-anticipat-
ed car factory and for its pro-
posed cell gigafactory that will
supply cells for its 2-wheeler
and 4-wheeler product range.

In December 2020, Ola
started the production of its
electric scooters in Tamil Nadu.

Ola Electric was one of the
10 companies that submitted a
bid under the Advanced
Chemistry Cell Battery Storage
Programme in India under the
production-linked incentive
scheme for battery manufactur-
ing  capabilities with a budget
outlay of �18,100 crore. PTI
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Mumbai: Making a strong case
for structural reforms, the
Reserve Bank on Friday said
they are essential for sustained,
balanced and inclusive growth,
and also to deal with the after-
effects of the pandemic.

In its annual report, the
Reserve Bank of India also
stressed that the future path of
growth would be conditioned
by addressing supply-side bot-
tlenecks, calibrating monetary
policy to bring down inflation
and boosting capital spending.

“Undertaking structural
reforms to improve India’s
medium-term growth potential
holds the key to secure sus-
tained, balanced and inclusive
growth, especially by helping
workers adapt to the after-
effects of the pandemic by
reskilling and enabling them to
adopt new technologies for
raising productivity,” it said in
the chapter on ‘Assessment
and Prospects’.

The escalation of geopolit-
ical tensions into war from late
February 2022 has delivered a
brutal blow to the world econ-
omy, battered as it has been
through 2021 by multiple
waves of the pandemic, supply
chain and logistics disruptions,
elevated inflation and bouts of
financial market turbulence,
triggered by diverging paths of

monetary policy normalisa-
tion, it added. 

“... The immediate impact
of geopolitical aftershocks is on
inflation, with close to three-
fourths of the consumer price
index at risk. The elevation in
international prices of crude,
metals and fertilisers has trans-
lated into a term of trade shock
that has widened trade and cur-
rent account deficits,” the
report said.High-frequency
indicators already point to
some loss of momentum in the
recovery that has been gaining
traction from the second quar-
ter of 2021-22, with 86.8 per
cent of the adult population
fully vaccinated and 3.5 per
cent having received booster
doses.

“The inflation trajectory
going forward is subject to
considerable uncertainty and

would primarily depend on the
evolving geopolitical situation,”
the report said.

The RBI further said sup-
ply-side policy interventions
such as removing customs duty
on import of raw cotton, pro-
hibiting wheat exports, reduc-
ing road and infrastructure
cess (RIC) on petrol by �8 per
litre and diesel by �6 per litre,
increasing exports duty on cer-
tain steel products, reducing
imports duty on certain raw
materials for steel and plastic
manufacturing, restricting
sugar exports, removing  cus-
toms duty and agriculture
infrastructure and develop-
ment cess (AIDC) on import of
20 lakh tonnes of crude sun-
flower oil and crude soybean
oil and other measures as may
be taken could, however, pro-
vide some offset. PTI
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New Delhi: TVS Motor
Company on Friday said it has
launched a limited edition of
HLX 125 Gold and HLX 150
Gold bikes in Kenya.

The company has intro-
duced the two editions to com-
memorate over two million
unit sales milestone achieved
by the HLX series.

“Kenya is an important
market for us. Most two-wheel-
ers in Kenya double up as
boda boda and delivery vehi-
cles, customers always look
for long-lasting and durable
products,” TVS Motor
Company’s Head of
International Business H G
Rahul Nayak said in a state-
ment.

The HLX brand has con-
sistently catered to these evolv-
ing mobility needs backed by a
wide service network with
trained mechanics and spare
parts support, setting a bench-
mark for superior customer
experience and quality in the

African countries, he added.
“We are thrilled to intro-

duce the two celebratory lim-
ited editions of TVS HLX in
Kenya with multiple first-in-
segment attributes for our val-
ued customers. With smart
lock anti-theft features and
exciting new offerings, the
motorcycle will further
enhance the pride of ownership
amongst the Boda-Boda rid-
ers,” Nayak said.

The newly launched limit-
ed edition HLX 150 Gold and
HLX 125 Gold are equipped
with first-in-segment features
like smart lock (anti-theft secu-
rity feature using key-FOB) to
enhance the safety and securi-
ty of the vehicle. PTI
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Andrew Symonds was
remembered as a supreme-

ly talented cricketer with "a pure
heart" at a memorial service on
Friday for the Australian former
all-rounder who died aged 46.

Symonds was killed in a
single-vehicle accident in
northern Queensland earlier
this month, leaving Australian
cricket reeling once more fol-
lowing the recent and unex-
pected deaths of greats Shane
Warne and Rod Marsh.

Family, friends, fans and

former teammates gathered to
celebrate his life at a public
memorial service at a stadium
in the coastal city of Townsville,
where he lived.

Former cricketers Ricky
Ponting, Allan Border, Adam
Gilchrist, Darren Lehmann and
Ian Healy turned out for the
man affectionately known as
'Roy'.

It followed a private funer-
al where a cricket bat, fishing
rod, crab pot and a number of
hats were placed alongside the
timber coffin, local media
reported.
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Brendon McCullum is relishing the prospect of
working alongside a "really strong leader" in

new captain Ben Stokes as they prepare to
launch a new era for the England Test team.

McCullum himself has only been recently
appointed to the role of England Test coach, with
the team on a woeful run of one win in 17 match-
es ahead of their series opener against his native
New Zealand starting at Lord's next week.

Former Black Caps skipper McCullum is
known for a bold approach that helped kickstart
a revival in the fortunes of New Zealand, the reign-

ing world Test champions, and his outlook is
expected to dovetail with the attacking instincts
of dynamic all-rounder Stokes.

The England job is McCullum's first as a red-
ball coach, a point he acknowledged to reporters.

"I certainly don't coach technically," he told
Sky Sports. "I understand the technique obvious-
ly but for me it's more around tactics and man-
management and trying to provide the right envi-
ronment for the team to try and go out there and
be the best versions of themselves."

The 40-year-old added: "I think with Stokesy
as captain we've got a really strong leader, a 'fol-
low me' type of captain and so I think my job will
be to try and ensure that we're consistent with a
lot of our messaging.

"I'll look after the guys inside the environment
as well and try and allow them to really grow at
a speed which they might not have got to previ-
ously, so it's a big challenge."

McCullum said an improved England side
would benefit Test cricket as a whole.

"I think for me red-ball cricket has always been
the pinnacle of the sport," he said.

"If you look at where the game sits current-
ly, it's probably on a bit of a downward trend and
to me the nation that can really change that is
England — because of the tradition of Test crick-
et here in England and I guess the fan following
and the support that it gets in this country.

"For us to be competitive in Test cricket, I
think will go a long way in trying to be able to
hopefully just shift that a little bit in terms of the
perception of red-ball cricket."
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Asitha Fernando finished
with a career-best 6-51 as Sri

Lanka thrashed hosts
Bangladesh by 10 wickets in the
second Test on Friday to win the
series 1-0.

The visitors bowled out
Bangladesh for 169 runs in
their second innings with the 24-
year-old playing a starring role
at Dhaka's Sher-e-Bangla
National Cricket Stadium.

"We knew we needed a
couple of wickets to go our way,"
said Sri Lanka skipper Dimuth
Karunaratne. "The fast bowlers

did the job for us, both in the
first innings as well as the sec-
ond."

Sri Lanka made 506 runs in
the first innings after bowling
out Bangladesh for 365.

Oshada Fernando sealed
the devastating win with an
unbeaten 21 in three overs.

Play had resumed on the
fifth and final day with the
hosts at a precarious 34-4 and Sri
Lanka upped the pressure when
Kasun Rajitha bowled
Mushfiqur Rahim for 23 in the
eighth over.

Shakib Al Hasan and Liton
Das both hit fifties in a 110-run

stand and held on through the
first session with a mix of cau-
tion and aggression, before
Asitha drove the hosts' collapse
after lunch.

He took the scalps of both
Liton and Shakib soon after the
break, claiming four of the last
five wickets after dispatching
openers Mahmudul Hasan Joy
and Tamim Iqbal the previous
day. Ramesh Mendis trapped
Mosaddek Hossain for nine
before Asitha wrapped up the
Bangladesh innings with the
wickets of Taijul Islam and
Khaled Ahmed in successive
deliveries.
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If Rishabh Pant wants to get
his name etched in record

books forever, he should strive
to play 100 Test matches for the
country, one of India's greatest
long format match-winners
Virender Sehwag said on
Friday.

Sehwag, the country's only
cricketer to have struck two
triple hundreds in Test cricket,
is among the 11 Indians to have
played 100 plus Tests and
scored over 8500 runs.

Pant, who has an enviable
record being the only Indian
keeper to have scored Test
hundreds in Australia, England
and South Africa, has played 30
Tests and scored 1920 runs so
far at an average of 40.85.

"If he (Pant) goes on to play
100+ Tests, his name would be
etched in the history books for-
ever. Only 11 Indian cricketers
have achieved this feat, and
everyone can recall those 11
names," Sehwag said on
'Sports18' while making it clear
that white-ball exploits are not
for posterity.

The instant gratification of
matches won in T20Is and
ODIs are fine but in the long
run, people only remember
what you have done in a white
jersey, said the 'Nawab of
Najafgarh'. "Why does Virat
Kohli emphasise so much on
playing Tests? He knows that if
he plays 100-150 or even 200
Tests, he will be immortalised
in the record books," Sehwag
said. 
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Veteran India wicketkeeper
Dinesh Karthik reckons

Babar Azam will soon become
the top-ranked batter across for-
mats, adding that Pakistan skip-
per is reaping the benefits of the
subtle changes made in his bat-
ting technique.

The 27-year-old, who has
been a consistent campaigner
across all three formats,  cur-
rently holds the top spot among
batters in T20Is as well as ODIs
and Karthik is confident Babar
can become the first player in
the history of the sport to be
ranked No.1 across all three for-
mats.

"One-hundred per cent (he
is capable of achieving the No.1
ranking in all three formats). He
(Babar) is a high-quality play-
er who is at the peak of his bat-
ting prowess and he has got
some Test matches coming up,"
Karthik said on The ICC
Review.

"He has been phenomenal
in all three formats of the game
and he has done well in differ-
ent batting positions too. I
think he has the potential. He
has got all the following of
Pakistan helping him in abun-

dance to go on and do special
things for his country," he
added.

The seasoned wicketkeep-
er-batter feels Babar has
tweaked his batting technique

recently which has helped the
right-hander become a better
player and his timing of the ball
is now on par with all modern-
day batters.

"The two things that struck

me when I watched him bat is
his balance and his striking
point when he plays a ball.

"Whether it is on the front
foot or the back foot, his abili-
ty to strike the ball more often
than not under his eyes, has
been phenomenal.

"He strikes the ball at the
point where it is optimum
power for where the ball is
pitched and that makes him a
very special player."

In the longest format of the
game, Babar is ranked fifth in
the world, behind Australia's
Marnus Labuschagne and the
'Big Four' of India's Virat Kohli,
England's Joe Root, Australia's
Steve Smith and New Zealand's
Kane Williamson.

"It is a very strong 'Fab Four'
that we are talking about and
they have obviously been there
for much longer, but there is no
doubt that Babar has all the cre-
dentials and he is going to
make it a 'Fab Five'."

"There is no doubt he is
there or thereabout ... He is a
very special player."

Karthik believes Babar will
continue to develop further as
he learns how to adapt to differ-
ent conditions that players face
when playing away from home.
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Mahendra Singh Dhoni's
World Cup winning six

resides in India's collective
consciousness and it was a
shot that changed a lot of lives,
including that of little-known
Solapur athlete Kiran Navgire.

And so, athletics' loss
became cricket's gain as the for-
mer Maharashtra state level
athlete decided that there is no
fun if she can't tonk the ball like
her "idol". Eleven years later, at
28, Navgire, who plays domes-
tic cricket for Nagaland, has
found instant stardom, with

some of the most powerful
blows that one has ever seen
from an Indian batter.

In her very second big
stage game in the Women's T20
Challenger, the right-handed
Navgire hit the fastest fifty for
her team Velocity and her 34-
ball-69 will certainly be
remembered for a long time,
especially the five sixes.

"I really feel good when I
hit sixes and whenever I prac-
tise in the nets. I practice hit-
ting sixes, I follow Dhoni sir
and I love finishing like him,
hitting big sixes," Navgire told
her teammate Yastika Bhatia

during an interaction for
bcci.Tv.

For her, Dhoni's unbeaten
91 against Sri Lanka made her
set new goals as she concentrat-
ed more on athletics, kho-kho,
kabaddi during her formative
years while helping out her
father in family farm in Solapur
district's Mire village.

"I watched the 2011 World
Cup final and Dhoni sir's win-
ning sixer is something that
impressed me and remained
imprinted in my head. That six
inspired me and I always feel
that in every match, I can hit a
six like that,' said the stockily
built Navgire, who was a state
level shot-putter.

On Thursday, Velocity
skipper Deepti Sharma sent her
up the order at No. 3 and
Navgire didn't disappoint any-
one, taking international
bowlers like Poonam Yadav,
Salma Khatun and Rajeshwari
Gayakwad to the cleaners.

"I dont like playing dot
balls and want to score some-
thing off every ball and hence
I got a good score," her answers
were as uncomplicated as her
lofted hits. "In domestic crick-
et, I hadn't batted up the order
but I had a good season there
and had some good scores. My
game revolves around my
power hitting ability and if it's
in my arc, I send it out of the
park and if there are good balls,
I like to rotate strikes playing
singles and doubles," Navgire
said.
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The bilateral contests between
international teams may get

"squeezed" if the window for
T20 leagues like the IPL keep
getting longer, ICC Chairman
Greg Barclay said on Friday.

With the addition of two
teams this season, the IPL has
been expanded to 74 games over
a two month window compared
to 60 matches last season.

Asked how one strikes a
balance between the IPL and the
international calendar, Barclay
said, "It is a good question.
There will be an increase in both
the scoping scale of some of the
domestic leagues like the IPL
and possibly some of the others
and there will be new leagues.

"But they are the sovereign
domain of the members, the
domestic competitions, they
can run as they choose to. But

more events, and longer time
periods through those events
mean there is going to be
squeeze, we know there are
only 365 days a year...

"So if there are more
domestic leagues, that are
attracted to the players, so
something has to go and I
don't think ICC events, which
are there every year, and those
events have got more teams, so
they are going to take longer,
so the bit that gets squeezed are
the bilateral arrangements,"
Barclay said .

The ICC Chairman how-
ever praised the IPL saying he
loved the cash rich league.

"First thing I would say
after two years of not being
able to travel, it is great to be
back in India. And great to
have my first trip back with the
IPL - the semis and the final
coming up.
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Bilaterals may get ‘squeezed’ with
longer duration for leagues: Barclay‘Pant’s name would be etched in record

books forever if he play 100 Tests’
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Jos Buttler extended his dream run this
season with a record-equalling fourth
hundred as Rajasthan Royals pro-

duced a ruthless performance to beat
Royal Challengers Bangalore by seven
wickets here on Friday and reach their
first IPL final since the inaugural edition
in 2008.

Pacer Prasidh Krishna (3/22) came
back strongly from the hammering he
received in the last game to help
Rajasthan restrict RCB to 157 for eight
in Qualifier 2 despite a stellar 42-ball 58
from Rajat Patidar.

Buttler (106 not out off 60 balls), the
leading run getter of the tournament by
a fair distance, then toyed with the RCB
attack to ensure the Royals romped to vic-
tory in 18.1 overs. It was only fitting that
Buttler hit the winning runs as he clob-
bered Harshal Patel for his sixth maxi-
mum. With his special innings, Buttler
matched Virat Kohli for most hundreds
in a single season. Kohli had achieved that
feat in 2016.

Royals take on IPL debutants Gujarat
Titans in the final here on Sunday and
would be looking to emulate the special
feat of the 2008 batch which lifted the title
under the inspirational leadership of the
late Shane Warne 14 seasons ago.

The pitch offered extra bounce but
after Buttler provided a flying start in the
company of Yashasvi Jaiswal (21 off 13
balls), the Royals had the game in the bag.

RCB, who had raised hopes for a long
awaited title with a resurgent run, com-
mitted too many errors after Royals put
them in to bat.

After a below-par batting effort,
their bowlers ran out of ideas against a
marauding Buttler. Mohammad Siraj
ended a forgettable IPL campaign on a
dismal note. He leaked 31 runs in his first
two overs, allowing the Royals to run
away with game.

Buttler crossed the 800-run mark this
season and dispatched bowlers to all cor-
ners in his match-winning effort compris-
ing sixes and fours. Jaiswal, who smashed
Siraj for two sixes and a four in the open-
ing over, too played his part as the Royals
raced to 67 for one in the powerplay.

Earlier, Patidar extended his stellar
run in the IPL but his effort was the lone
bright spot of the RCB innings as the
other batters struggled on a tricky pitch.

Royals gained the upper hand by tak-
ing five wickets in the last five overs that
went for only 34 runs.

After smashing a sensational hun-
dred in the Eliminator, Patidar played
with supreme confidence after high-pro-
file openers Virat Kohli (7)  and Faf fu
Plessis (25) failed to come up with
impactful knocks. Rajasthan Royals pace
duo of Trent Boult (1/28) and Krishna
were impressive throughout the innings.

While Boult got his inswingers going
in the powerplay, Krishna, who had a
horror night against Gujarat Titans in the
Qualifier 1, got the ball to rise sharply
from good length.

Kohli started with a spectacular six
off Boult, a whip over deep square leg,
before falling to a loose shot off Krishna.
It was a wide ball that rose sharply and
Kohli played away from his body to edge
it to the wicketkeeper. The extra bounce
contributed to his dismissal.
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Jurgen Klopp's Liverpool
are seeking to cap a
remarkable season by
avenging their 2018 defeat

against Real Madrid when the
sides meet again in the
Champions League final in
Paris on Saturday, but the
Spanish giants have their sights
on a 14th European Cup tri-
umph. It is Liverpool's third
Champions League final in
five seasons, after they fol-
lowed their 3-1 loss to Real in
Kyiv by beating Tottenham
Hotspur in Madrid a year later,
and they are widely seen as
slight favourites at the Stade de
France to become kings of
Europe for a seventh time.

That would put them level
with AC Milan, with only
Saturday's opponents having
won the trophy more often, and
it would allow the Anfield club

to finish the campaign with a
treble after they lifted the
English League Cup and FA
Cup. For a long time an
unprecedented quadruple was
on, but Klopp's side fell just
short in the Premier League,
finishing a point behind
Manchester City. "Without the
Champions League it would be
a great season. With the
Champions League it would be
a fantastic season," said Klopp.

It has already been a mem-
orable few years for Klopp's
side following their loss in
Kyiv, when Mohamed Salah
was forced off injured in the
first half, Lorius Karius endured
a nightmare in goal, and Gareth
Bale's brilliance won the trophy
for Real. "I think it is revenge
time," Salah, scorer of 31 goals
this season, admitted recently.
Liverpool appear well placed
given how much they have
strengthened since 2018,

chiefly in goal with the arrival of
Alisson, while Thiago Alcantara
has been a standout in midfield.

ANCELOTTI TARGETS NUMBER FOUR
The problem is that you

could be forgiven for thinking
that Real's name is on the cup, as
it has literally been so many times
before.

While Liverpool saw off
Inter Milan, Benfica and
Villarreal in the knockout
rounds, it is easy to forget now
that Carlo Ancelotti's Real side
lost at home to Sheriff Tiraspol
in the group stage, such has
been their extraordinary run
since.

They were 2-0 down on

aggregate to Paris Saint-
Germain in the last 16 before a
Karim Benzema hat-trick in 17
second-half minutes in the sec-
ond leg took them through.

Against Chelsea in the
quarter-finals they scored late at
home in the return leg to force
extra time before Benzema got
their winner.

The best was saved for the
semi-final against Manchester
City when they went into the
90th minute of the second leg
needing two goals just to force
extra time. They duly got them,
and Benzema then struck the
winner.
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