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As conflict rages in Ukraine,
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi on Tuesday called for dia-
logue and diplomacy to end the
war while Denmark Prime
Minister Mette Frederiksen
urged India to talk to Russia for
an immediate ceasefire.

This was the main outcome
of bilateral talks between Modi
and Frederiksen in
Copenhagen with both the
leaders also reviewing the sit-
uation in the strategically
important Indo-Pacific region
and India-European Union
relations.

Incidentally, Modi in his
talks with German Chancellor
Olaf Scholz in Berlin on
Monday had said “no one will
be the victorious party” in this
war. His visit to three nations
in the region comes at a time
when many European nations
are against Russian military
action, while India, so far, has
refrained from criticising
Russia.  Modi is on a visit to
Germany, Denmark and
France from Monday.

During his talks with his
Danish counterpart, Modi said,
“We made an appeal to take the
path of dialogues and strategy
for an immediate ceasefire and
solution to the problem in
Ukraine.”

In her remarks after the
talks, the Danish Prime
Minister said, “Denmark and

the entire European Union
strongly condemn Russia’s
unlawful and unprovoked inva-
sion of Ukraine. My message is
very clear — Putin has to stop
this war and end the killings. I
hope that India will influence
Russia also in this discussion.”

Giving details of the talks,
she said the two sides discussed

consequences of “horrible
crimes committed against civil-
ians and serious humanitarian
crisis in Ukraine. The reports
on killings of civilians in Bucha
are deeply shocking. We have
condemned these killings and
we stress the need for an inde-
pendent investigation.”

Continued on Page 2
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French submarine manufac-
turing company Naval

Group has pulled out of the
race for the �45,000 crore pro-
ject for six conventional sub-
marines for India. The com-
pany said it is unable to meet
the terms and conditions relat-
ed to the air-independent
propulsion (AIP) system.  The
development came ahead of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s meeting with French
President Emmanuel Macron
in Paris on Wednesday.

India had floated a global
tender or Request for Proposal
(RFP) for the manufacturing of
six submarines in the country
in collaboration with Indian
companies.  The project called

P-75 I is part of the Strategic
Partnership programme.

The Defence Ministry in
June last year selected Larsen
and Toubro and state-run
Mazagaon Docks Limited,
Mumbai as the Indian partners.
They have to tie up with one of
the five shortlisted foreign
companies, including
ThyssenKrupp Marine Systems
(Germany), Navantia (Spain),
Naval Group (France), Daewoo
(South Korea) and
Rosoboronexport (Russia).

The French company on
Tuesday said it is unable to par-
ticipate in Centre’s P-75I pro-
ject due to conditions men-
tioned in the request for pro-
posal (RFP) or tender related to
air-independent propulsion
(AIP) system.  

Continued on Page 2
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Communal tensions gripped
Rajasthan Chief Minister

Ashok Gehlot’s hometown
Jodhpur hours before Eid on
Tuesday, prompting the author-
ities to suspend mobile inter-
net services and impose a cur-
few in 10 police stations areas
of the city.

The CM has appealed to
people to maintain peace and
harmony.

The Jodhpur deputy com-
missioner of police issued
orders imposing a curfew till
May 4 midnight besides sus-

pending mobile internet ser-
vices to check the spread of
rumours. Tensions broke out
past midnight over putting up
of Islamic flags on the Jalori
gate circle, which led to stone
pelting in which five policemen
were injured.

The situation was brought
under control in the early
hours on Tuesday with heavy
deployment of police but ten-
sions escalated again in the
morning after prayers at an
Eidgah. Shops, vehicles and
houses were pelted with stones
near the Jalori gate area.

Members of the minority

community were installing Eid
flags and they put up a flag on
a roundabout alongside the
statue of freedom fighter
Balmukund Bissa.

This led to a confrontation
as members of the other com-
munity alleged that a saffron
flag, which they had put up
there ahead of Parshuram
Jayanti, had gone missing.

The issue snowballed into
stone-pelting and clashes, offi-
cials said.

Police rushed to the spot to
control the situation during
which five policemen were
injured, the police control

room said.
Police had to lob tear gas

shells to disperse the mob.
Mobile internet services were
suspended in the area to check
the spread of rumours, the
officials said.

Gehlot in a tweet urged
people to maintain peace and
called the incident unfortunate.
"While respecting the tradition
of love and brotherhood of
Jodhpur, Marwar, I make a
touching appeal to all parties to
maintain peace and cooperate
in restoring law and order," he
said.

Continued on Page 2
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Aviral video of former
Congress president Rahul

Gandhi “partying” at a night-
club in neighbouring Nepal has
triggered a war of words
between the leaders of
Congress and the BJP. 

It got murkier during the
day with the Congress posting
photographs of senior leaders,
including late Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee and
incumbent Narendra Modi,
portraying them in a bad light. 

While the Congress
defended Rahul saying he was
in Kathmandu to attend a wed-
ding of a friend, the BJP said
Rahul was a non-serious politi-
cian who loved to enjoy party.  

Union Minister Mukhtar

Abbas Naqvi called him a “full-
time tourist and a part-time
politician, who is filled with
hypocrisy”. 

Congress IT hit back by
posting images of Vajpayee
sharing a toast, former Union
Minister Prakash Javadekar
celebrating with champagne,
and several other BJP digni-
taries partying. 

BJP IT Cell head Amit
Malviya who posted the video
that went viral wrote, “Rahul
Gandhi was at a nightclub
when Mumbai was under seize.
He is at a nightclub at a time
when his party is exploding. He
is consistent. Interestingly, soon
after the Congress refused to
outsource their presidency, hit
jobs have begun on their Prime
Ministerial candidate...”.

Continued on Page 2
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Moscow: Russian President
Vladimir Putin might undergo
cancer surgery while tem-
porarily handing over power to
the secretary of the country's
Security Council Nikolai
Patrushev, an unverified report
by the New York Post has
claimed.

Putin has reportedly been
told by doctors that he must
undergo an operation, the New
York Post reported citing a
Telegram channel purportedly
run by a former Russian
Foreign Intelligence Service
lieutenant general, reported
news agency ANI.

The anticipated surgery
and recovery are expected to
incapacitate Putin for “a short
time,” the report said.

Referring to Putin’s sup-
posedly “sickly appearance and
uncharacteristically fidgety
behaviour in public” in recent
times, the report said Putin has
been rumoured to suffer from
cancer and a host of other seri-
ous maladies, including
Parkinson’s disease.

Continued on Page 2
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Comparing India with the
US and Israel on securing

border by hitting back at per-
petrators, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on
Tuesday pointed out at the
surgical strikes carried out in
the wake of the terrorist attack
in Pulwama.

Shah criticised the previous
Congress Governments for its
lax security measures. He said
India used to issue statements
whenever terror attacks were
carried out by the Pakistan-
backed extremists but things
have improved after Narendra
Modi became the Prime
Minister. 

“Earlier only two nations,
the US and Israel, used to
retaliate whenever someone
meddled with their borders and
military. Now due to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, our
great nation India has joined
that group,” Shah said after

inaugurating various projects,
including the Nrupathunga
University, its academic block
and various other projects.

After Narendra Modi
became the Prime Minister, ter-
rorist attacks took place in Uri
in 2016 and Pulwama in 2019,
we carried out surgical strikes
and air strikes within 10 days
inside Pakistan, Shah told the
crowd. 

“Some people question
how it (surgical strike and air
strike) had any effect. I tell
them that it (counter attack)
has a huge impact. Now the
entire world knows that no one
can meddle with Indian border,
otherwise befitting reply will be
given,” he said.

He said there were many
issues such as abrogation of
Article 370, 35-A, which gave
special powers to J&K and the
implementation of the
Citizenship Amendment Act
were sorted out in no time.

Continued on Page 2
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Mere suppression of mate-
rial or false information

in a given case does not mean
that the employer can arbi-
trarily discharge/terminate the
employee from service, the
Supreme Court has said.

A bench of Justices Ajay
Rastogi and Sanjiv Khanna
said a candidate who intends to
participate in the selection
process is always required to
furnish correct information
relating to his character and
antecedents in the verifica-

tion/attestation form before
and after induction into service.

"Mere suppression of mate-
rial/false information regardless
of the fact whether there is a
conviction or acquittal has
been recorded, the employ-
ee/recruit is not to be dis-
charged/terminated axiomati-
cally from service just by a
stroke of the pen.  

"At the same time, the
effect of suppression of mate-
rial/false information involving
in a criminal case, if any, is left
for the employer to consider all
the relevant facts and circum-

stances available as to
antecedents and keeping in
view the objective criteria and
the relevant service rules into
consideration while taking
appropriate decision regarding
continuance/suitability of the
employee into service," the
bench said.

The top court was hearing
a plea filed by Pawan Kumar
who was selected for the post
of constable in the Railway
Protection Force (RPF). 

While he was undergoing
training, he came to be dis-
charged by an order on the
ground that he did not disclose
that an FIR was registered
against him.

The top court said that the
person who has suppressed
the material information or has
made a false declaration has no
unfettered right of seeking
appointment or continuity in
service, but at least has a right
not to be dealt with arbitrari-
ly.

The apex court said at the

time of the attestation form
filled by the appellant, the
criminal case was already reg-
istered against him but it may
be noticed that at the very
threshold, the complainant
filed his affidavit that the com-
plaint on which FIR came to be
registered was due to misun-
derstanding.

"The criminal case indeed
was of trivial nature and the
nature of post and nature of
duties to be discharged by the
recruit has never been looked
into by the competent author-
ity while examining the over-
all suitability of the incumbent
to become a member of the
force. 

“In our considered view
the order of discharge passed
by the competent authority
dated 24th April 2015 is not
sustainable and in sequel there-
to the judgement passed by the
Division Bench of High Court
of Delhi does not hold good
and deserves to be set aside,"
the bench said.
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With an aim to promote the
use of public transport

and provide more ease to com-
muters, the Delhi Chief
Secretary Naresh Kumar on
Tuesday pitched for bringing
"greater synergy" in operations
of the DMRC and DTC, said
with the expansion of the mass
rapid transit network this syn-
ergy is needed.

On the occasion of the
28th foundation day of the
Delhi Metro Rail Corporation
(DMRC), Kumar while
addressing a gathering, also
stressed that full implementa-
tion of a common mobility
card across the network was
essential in achieving that syn-
ergy. Kumar, who recently took
charge as the new chief secre-
tary of Delhi, said, several
years ago, he had suggested to
the city government to "inte-
grate Delhi Metro and DTC"
but somehow that has not been
considered.

Kumar said, "If we cannot
integrate the two, we can sure-
ly bring in greater synergy in
operations of the metro and the
buses, and synergy in schedul-
ing services. With the advance-
ment in technology, use of
public transport has to be
enhanced."

Addressing the people,
Manoj Joshi, Secretary,
Ministry of Housing and Urban
Affairs (MoHUA), in his
address described DMRC as an
"island of excellence in Delhi",
and also emphasised on the
need for working in synergy.

"Earlier there was a vacu-

um and one could operate that
way, but now if we work sepa-
rately and not in an integrated
way, then everyone will suffer
loss, and we won't be able to
leverage the benefit of synergy,"
he said. There is a need for a
greater integration among the
networks of metro, Indian
Railways, and the new Delhi-
Meerut Regional Rapid Transit
System (RRTS) that is coming
up, to provide greater ease to
commuters, he said, adding, the
recently-inaugurated foot-over-
bridge connecting New Delhi
metro station with New Delhi
railway station was a welcome

integration step, and has pro-
vided ease to people.

He also said the entry from
Ring Roadside to the multi-
modal transport complex com-
ing up at Sarai Kale Khan, also
needs to be looked into and
properly planned.

DMRC's Managing
Director Vikas Kumar later
told reporters that DMRC and
DTC have been endeavouring
to have an integration in oper-
ation, and the chief secretary
essentially emphasised on bring
greater synergy in operations,
between the two agencies.

"So, let's say, if a person is
getting off at a metro station, he
or she would know the timing
of the buses that can be taken
from the nearest place," he
said.At present, DMRC is han-
dling operations and mainte-
nance of over 390 km of net-
work, comprising 286 metro
stations, including Rapid Metro
in Gurugram and Aqua Line in
Greater Noida, and is ranked
amongst one of the world's
largest metro networks.

����	�����	�������	�������	�������
��� 	����!	��"��	�����	#���

���������	������
-.#��.%/0

Delhi Police has arrested a
32-year-old man on

Tuesday for allegedly raping
and killing a 14-year-old girl in
north Delhi's Narela area.

The accused has been iden-
tified as Sunil, a resident of
Uttar Pradesh's Hardoi dis-
trict.

According to Brijendra
Kumar Yadav, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), Outer north district, a
case of kidnapping had been
registered on February 15 after
receiving a complaint from the
girl's father, a resident of a vil-
lage in Narela.

On February 19, a man
named Rahul Rai, who runs a
business of making covers of

nail polish bottles in the same
village, told the police that
after coming back from Jhansi,
when he opened his shop, foul
smell was coming from inside
it. A labourer named Sunil
who used to work with him
was also missing, Rai told the
police. 

“The police team searched
the shop where the partially
decomposed body of the girl
was found under a heap of cow
dung cakes kept in gunny
bags,” said the DCP.

“During investigation, a
man named Ram Sacche alias
Sachin was arrested from the
outskirts of the village on
February 20 while trying to
escape to Mumbai,” said the
DCP.“Interrogation revealed
that he along with Sunil con-
sumed alcohol on February 12

at Metro Vihar and planned to
call the teenage girl. The
accused called the girl, raped
her and then strangulated her
to death,” said the DCP.

“The police team later
received specific inputs that
Sunil would come to meet
someone and accordingly laid
a trap. On Tuesday, after spot-
ting the accused, the police
asked him to stop but he kept
running. The police asked him
to surrender but the accused
took out a pistol and fired at the
police, the DCP said.

“The police also fired and
one bullet hit on his leg, fol-
lowing which he was nabbed.
The accused has confessed that
he along Sacche had raped
and murdered the girl and
dumped the body in the shop,”
said the DCP.
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In a gruesome incident, a
group of 10 to 15 people

allegedly beat a 22-year-old
tempo driver to death with a
blunt object in Gurugram on
Monday night. The incident
reportedly took place due to a
monetary dispute over Rs 1.50
lakh with the deceased's elder
brother, the police said.

According to the police
the incident took place on
Monday night around 9.00 pm
inside the premises of Sector-9
community centre where the
marriage was being held. The
accused and the culprits had
been invited to a marriage
function. 

The deceased was identi-
fied as Sumit Solanki, a resident

of Ravi Nagar in Gurugram.
Following a complaint

given by the deceased's elder
brother Rohit Solanki the police
have registered a by name FIR
against Vishal alias Vishu,
Rahul Thakur, Aakash a resi-
dent of Ravi Nagar, Anshul and
Vicky Gujjar of Devilal Nagar
and Anubhav alias Guddu and
Sonu of Gandhi Nagar.

Rohit said on Monday
night he was present at his
friend's marriage function
organised at a Sector-9 com-
munity centre when the prime
accused Vishal took him behind
a tent and started beating him
along with his friend but some-
how he managed to flee the spot
but they caught hold his broth-
er who was also present in the
function and beat him with
blunt objects and killed him. 
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With UP celebrating Eid-
ul-Fitr, Akshay Tritiya

and Parshuram Jayanti amid
the State's "Ganga-Jamuni
tehzeeb" peacefully on Tuesday,
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
lauded people for "not organ-
ising" religious events on roads.

Adityanath praised the
people as officials said it was for
the first time that Eid namaz
was not offered on roads.

For example, in Loni and
Hapur, owing to a shortage of
space in mosques, the namaz
was offered in shifts, they said.

Officials also said till last
year around 50,000 to one lakh
people used to offer namaz on
roads and other places.

Chief Minister Adityanath
praised the people shortly after
Additional Director General of
Police (Law and Order)
Prashant Kumar too thanked
UP's religious leaders for peace-
fully celebrating the festivals.

Kumar thanked them say-
ing the state celebrated the fes-
tivals amid its "traditional
Ganga-Jamuni tehzeeb", which
would be on display in future
festivals as well.

Chief Minister Adityanath
took to Twitter to praise the
people."Today, a number of
religious events were success-
fully held in Uttar Pradesh. The

people of the state have taken
a good initiative by not organ-
ising them on roads," he twit-
ted in Hindi.

"For a healthy and harmo-
nious society, it is necessary
that along with respect for the
faith, there should also be a rule
of law. This will become the
foundation for the develop-
ment of the state and self-
reliance of citizens," Adityanath
said.

ADG (Law and Order)
Kumar earlier told PTI that Eid
was peacefully celebrated in the
state."The festival of Eid was
celebrated peacefully and
namaz was offered at around
32,000 mosques and Eidgah
maidans in the state. No unto-
ward incident of any kind took
place anywhere in the state and
people celebrated Eid with tra-
ditional fervour and gaiety,"
Kumar said.

Akshay Tritiya and
Parshuram Jayanti too were cel-
ebrated on Tuesday, he said and
added, “Offering namaz at
public places like roads and
parks was not allowed."

"Arrangements were made
so to ensure that no untoward
incident takes place," he said,
adding in addition to the civil
police, 46 PAC companies,
seven of CAPF along with
gazetted officers were deployed.
He said foolproof arrange-

ments for namaz at the iden-
tified places were made with
consultations with religious
leaders. He thanked religious
leaders for their cooperation
and said "with Ganga-Jamuni
Tehzeeb on display, such par-
ticipation will be seen in
upcoming festivals" too.

In Lucknow, under the
directives of Joint
Commissioner of Police (Law
and Order) Piyush Mordia,
officials along with the police
force made regular rounds in
the city and the Eid namaz at
Eidgah in Aishbagh and Tiley
Waale Masjid were held
peacefully, he added.
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From Page 1
However, a US official said that the media reports could not be verified with Pentagon spokesper-

son John Kirby saying on Monday that "I have seen nothing that could help us corroborate that,"
New York Post reported.

A few days ago, Putin allegedly had a two-hour "heart-to-heart" conversation with Nikolai
Patrushev, the New York Post report said citing a Telegram post.

"We know that Putin signalled to Patrushev that he considers him to be practically his only
trusted ally and friend in the government," the post claimed.

From Page 1
She said India and

Denmark share many values.
"We are two democratic
nations, we both believe in a
rule-based international sys-
tem. In times such as these, we
need to build an even stronger
bridge between us. As close
partners, we also discussed
war in Ukraine," Frederiksen
said.

On the issues covered dur-
ing the summit, Modi said it
was his first visit to Denmark
adding the Danish Prime
Minister had come to India last
year.

He said both the nations
share values of democracy,
freedom of expression, and
the rule of law and "together we
both have many complemen-
tary strengths."

During the India-Denmark
Virtual Summit in October
2020, "we gave the status of
Green Strategic Partnership to
our relations." Modi said. The

two Prime Ministers on
Tuesday reviewed the joint
work-plan of Green Strategic
Partnership.

Modi said significant
progress has been made in
various sectors, especially in the
areas of renewable energy,
health, ports, shipping, circu-
lar economy and water man-
agement.

There are more than 200
Danish companies operating in
India in various sectors - such
as wind power, shipping, con-
sultancy, food processing, engi-
neering. They are getting the
benefit of the increasing 'ease
of doing business' in India and
our macroeconomic reforms.
There are many investment
opportunities for Danish
Companies and Danish
Pension Funds in India's infra-
structure sector and green
industries, he noted.

He also said the two lead-
ers also discussed many region-
al and global issues including

India-EU relations, Indo-
Pacific and Ukraine. "We hope
that the negotiations on the
India-EU Free Trade
Agreement will be concluded at
the earliest, he said.

In the backdrop of China
adopting an aggressive posture
in the Indo-Pacific, Modi said
India and Denmark empha-
sized on ensuring a free, open,
inclusive and rules-based Indo-
Pacific region. 

The two leaders discussed
cooperation in the field of cli-
mate. India is also committed
to fulfilling the resolutions
taken at Glasgow COP-26. We
have agreed to explore more
opportunities for cooperation
in the Arctic region, the Prime
Minister said.

The Danish Prime
Minister said the two nations
are moving fast in transform-
ing Green Strategic Partnership
into some concrete results. The
Indian government has high
ambitions for the green transi-

tion. "I am proud that Danish
solutions play a key role in real-
ising these important ambi-
tions," she said.

Earlier, she personally
received the Indian Prime
Minister at the airport. The
Prime Minister's Office (PMO)
later tweeted the moment with
"a special start to a special visit"
caption. Modi thanked
Frederiksen for the warm wel-
come on his arrival in
Copenhagen.

Modi will attend the 2nd
India-Nordic Summit in
Copenhagen. 

The Summit will focus on
subjects like post-pandemic
economic recovery, climate
change, innovation and tech-
nology, renewable energy, the
evolving global security sce-
nario and India-Nordic coop-
eration in the Arctic region.
His counterparts from Sweden,
Norway, Finland, Iceland and
Denmark will participate in the
conclave.

From Page 1
"August 5, 2019 will be

written in Indian history with
golden letters. People were say-
ing that if Article 370 is abol-
ished then it will lead to a
bloodbath but no one could
even dare to throw a pebble, let
alone bloodbath. Prime
Minister Modi annexed
Kashmir with rest of India by
abolishing Article 370," Shah
said.Speaking about various
measures taken to improve the
education system in the coun-

try, he said six new central uni-
versities, seven Indian Institutes
of Management, seven Indian
Institutes of Technology, 209
medical colleges, 320 universi-
ties and 5,709 new colleges
came into being during the
Modi regime.

Along with it, the country
also set up 410 rural universi-
ties and many professional
universities including forensic
university, the Home Minister
said.

Congratulating the

Karnataka Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai after it was
the first state to implement the
new National Education Policy
(NEP), the Union Home
Minister said the policy aims to
make India a great nation,
which offers opportunities to
people and provides a platform
to youth to compete with the
world.He added that the NEP
also emphasises on strength-
ening Indian culture, awareness
and develop India as a knowl-
edge superpower.

From Page 1
The AIP system allows a

conventional submarine to
stay submerged in water at
higher speeds for a longer
period of time and reduces the
noise of the diesel engines
powering the submarine.

The �45,000 crore-con-
tract will be awarded by the
Defence Ministry following a
detailed evaluation of the
responses sent by the two
strategic partners.

In a statement on Tuesday,
Laurent Videau, Country and
Managing Director, Naval
Group India, said, "Due to
certain conditions in the RFP,
the two strategic partners
could not forward the request
to us and a few other FOEMs
(foreign original equipment
manufacturers) and thus we
have not been able to place an
official bid for the project."

Naval Group has always
been ready to offer the best in
class and adapted solution
for Indian Navy's P75I project,

being fully in line with
AatmaNirbhar Bharat princi-
ple, he said.

"However, the present
RFP requires that the fuel
cell AIP (air independent
propulsion) be sea proven,
which is not the case for us yet
since the French Navy does
not use such propulsion sys-
tem," he mentioned.
Nevertheless, Naval Group
strengthens its existing com-
mitments and looks forward
to closer association with
India, he said.

"Our focus and efforts are
towards continuation of our
collaboration with Indian
industry in realising the vision
of Government of India by
supporting Indian Navy for
other future developments
and projects (maintenance,
high tech tools, indigenous
AIP, incremental improve-
ments in Scorpene designed
submarine, heavy weight tor-
pedoes, larger ships etc)," he
mentioned.

From Page 1
The video surfaced at a time

when Union Minister Smriti
Irani was paying a visit to
Wayanad in Kerala which is the
Lok Sabha Constituency of
Rahul.

Congress said Rahul was in
Nepal to attend a private wed-
ding ceremony of a journalist
friend, and, unlike Prime
Minister Narendra Modi who
made a famous stop at then
Pakistan PM Nawaz Sharif 's
birthday some years ago, Rahul
did not go uninvited.

"Rahul Gandhi has not
gone as an uninvited guest like
Prime Minister Modi went to
Pakistan to celebrate the birth-
day and cut cakes for the then
Pakistan PM Nawaz Sharif.
Rahul Gandhi has gone to a
friendly country Nepal to par-
ticipate in a private marriage
function of a friend." said
Congress chief spokesperson
Randeep Surjewala at AICC
press conference. 

From Page 1
The CM said instructions

had been issued to the admin-
istration to maintain peace
and order. He said leaders of all
political parties should ask
their workers to maintain peace
and they all should remain
united.

Gehlot also chaired a high-
level meeting at the Chief
Minister's office to review the
situation. He asked ministers
Rajendra Yadav and Subhash
Garg, and two officers to go to
Jodhpur by helicopter. The
CM directed officials to take
stern action against those
responsible for it.

On the other hand, the BJP
targeted the state government
over law and order. Union
Minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat claimed that police
are working under pressure.

Shekhawat threatened that
he, along with other party
leaders, will  sit on a dharna at

the Jalori gate circle if the riot-
ers are not arrested. "One man
was stabbed and is struggling
for life in hospital. The  mis-
creants also insulted women
and broke the leg of a girl. They
also tried to damage a temple
in the Sunaro Ka Baas area," he
alleged.

BJP MLA Suryakanta Vyas
in Jodhpur raised an objection
to the installation of a Eid flag
alongside the freedom fighter's
statue. She had gone to the spot
last night as soon as the inci-
dent occurred.

"They did (put up the flag)
at (the statue of) Bissa ji and we
have a strong objection to this.
We will not forget this," Vyas
said. BJP state president Satish
Poonia said, "Putting up an
Islamic  flag on the statue of
freedom fighter Balmukund
Bissa by anti-social elements
and removing saffron flags
put up on Parshuram Jayanti is
condemnable."
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Owing to the severe heat-
wave conditions in the

national Capital, parents have
urged the Delhi Government to
either revise the school timings
or advance the summer holi-
days. Parents claim that current
school timings are not appro-
priate for students to step out
in the sun in view of the swel-
tering heat and increase in
Covid cases. 

The Haryana Government
on Monday announced that
due to the intense heatwave
prevalent throughout the State,
the timings of all schools --
Government and private --
will be from 7 A.M. to 12 P.M.
for classes 1 to 12 with effect
from May 4. Meanwhile, the
West Bengal Government has

announced an early summer
vacation this year. Aparajitha
Gautam, president, Delhi
Parents Association said that:
“The Centre has advised peo-
ple not to go out in the sun,
especially between 12 noon
and 3 P.M. But in Delhi, most
of the schools are held between
8 A.M. to 2 P.M. That means
that during peak summer
hours, students are out in the
sun, which is really dangerous. 

We request the Delhi
Government to either revise
the school timings like other
States are doing or pre-pone the
summer holidays."

Amid the intense heat-
wave across the country, the
Centre had last week urged
States and Union Territories to
review their health facility pre-
paredness for availability of

adequate quantities of essential
medicines and necessary
equipments while ensuring suf-
ficient drinking water and con-

tinued functioning of cooling
appliances in critical areas.
The Centre had also advised
people to avoid strenuous activ-

ities outside between 12 noon
and 3 P.M., avoid alcohol, tea,
coffee, or drinks with large
amounts of sugar, stating these

may lead to loss of more body
fluids or cause stomach cramps.
The Centre had also advised
people to avoid high protein
food and stale food and not
leave children or pets in parked
vehicles due to the high tem-
peratures. Nidhi Vaishnav, a
parent said previously, when-
ever the temperature used to
rise the schools used to pre-
pone summer vacations but
that is not an option this year
considering schools have
reopened after a long time due
to Covid.

“However, the heat is
extreme this year and at least
the schools can revise the tim-
ings for children to be less
exposed,” she said. A torrid
heatwave has sent the mercury
soaring across large swathes of
the country with the tempera-
ture in Delhi rising up to 46
degrees Celsius. Delhi also
recorded its second-hottest
April in 72 years with a month-
ly average maximum temper-
ature of 40.2 degrees Celsius.
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Even as the national Capital
got a bit of respite from the

intense heatwave, the city saw
an increase in humidity. While
the relative humidity recorded
on Monday morning was 61
per cent and 38 per cent at 5:30
P.M. on Tuesday morning it
was  60 per cent and 43 per cent
in the evening. 

Due to the oppressive heat,
Delhi’s peak power demand
touched 6,247 MW on Monday
night, which is the highest in
the first week of May, till date.

On Tuesday the maximum
temperature in Delhi settled at
38.5 degrees Celsius which is
normal for this time of the year,
according to the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD).

The minimum tempera-
ture recorded at the Safdarjung
Observatory was 28.4 degrees
Celsius, which is four notches
warmer than the normal tem-
perature for this season, the
IMD said.

According to the head of
National Weather Forecasting,
IMD, K Sathi Devi, the relative
humidity in the weather is
increasing, due to the western

disturbance. 
The maximum tempera-

ture has seen a dip due to the
cloudy weather, because of
which the moisture induction
in the atmosphere is surging.
The weather stations at the
Ridge, Ayanagar, Mungeshpur,
Najafgarh, Pitampura, Palam
and Lodhi Road recorded max-
imum temperatures of 39.2
degrees Celsius, 39 degrees
Celsius, 40.1 degrees Celsius,
40.3 degrees Celsius, 30.7
degrees Celsius, 39.2 degrees
Celsius and 38.6 degrees
Celsius respectively, stated the
IMD data.

The IMD on Tuesday pre-
dicted a respite from the
intense heatwave for northwest,
central, and east India during
the next four-five days.

The IMD said that under
the influence of southwesterly
winds from the Bay of Bengal
over east and northeast India in
lower tropospheric levels, light
to moderate rainfall is very like-
ly over Northeast India and
West Bengal-Sikkim during
the next five days with an iso-
lated thunderstorm, lightning
and gusty winds (speed reach-
ing 40-50 kmph) over the
region during next two days.
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Nearly half of Covid positive
cases went unreported in

April as many people opted for
home antigen testing. The sur-
vey, conducted by LocalCircles
claimed that 42 per cent of
Delhi-NCR residents who had
symptoms and took a Covid
test in the last 30 days, only
took the rapid antigen self test.

Only one in three respon-
dents covered in the survey
from Delhi-NCR took an RT-
PCR test in the last 30 days,
while the majority opted for at-
home antigen testing, pointing
to a sizable undercounting of
daily caseloads, the survey con-
tended.

The survey received
16,000 responses from resi-
dents from across Delhi-NCR
districts.  Over 62 per cent
respondents were male while
38 per cent were female.

"Residents of Delhi-NCR
cities of Gurugram, Noida,
Ghaziabad, and Faridabad have
been writing on LocalCircles
how most people in their fam-

ily, friends are just opting for
the at-home antigen test and
not even taking the RT-PCR
test anymore,” it said.

“Positives from these at-
home tests are not reported
anywhere and the Government
data do not count them in offi-
cial case figures," LocalCircles
claimed. The survey asked, “In
the last one month when you
or family members had some

symptoms and needed a Covid
test (non-travel), what type of
test did you undertake?”  In
response, seven per cent said
“RT-PCR several times”, anoth-
er seven per cent said “RT-PCR
once/twice”.

The survey said at least 11
per cent said “Rapid Antigen
Test multiple times”, and seven
per cent said “Rapid Antigen
Test once/twice” while 57 per

cent of the respondents, or
9,608, said they did not take
any test in last one month.
Data from the 7,248 individu-
als who confirmed taking the
Covid test showed that 17 per
cent of them took “RT-PCR
several times”, and 16 per cent
took “RT-PCR once/twice”.

The survey further said
that 26 per cent took “Rapid
Antigen Test multiple times”,
and 16 per cent took “Rapid
Antigen Test once/twice”.
Around 16 per cent took
“Mainly Rapid Antigen Test
and RT-PCR test once/twice”,
while nine per cent couldn't say
which test was taken by them.

"With the 42 per cent
Delhi-NCR residents who took
the at-home rapid antigen test
post symptoms not being in the
official numbers, they are clear-
ly understated by that much,"
LocalCircles claimed. 
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Experts on Tuesday said that
the rise in Covid cases over

the last few weeks does not sug-
gest the onset of a new wave in
the national Capital. They
advised people to keep basic
mitigation measures in place to
prevent the spread of the infec-

tion.According to eminent epi-
demiologist Dr Chandrakant
Lahariya, the test positivity
rate is stagnant and it means
the infection is spreading at the
same rate and there is no wave.   

“There is a subtle change in
the hospitalisation rate which
also proves that there is no
wave. Absolute numbers have

no meaning. The number of
cases will be more if you do
more tests. Therefore, we
should not worry too much
about the test positivity rate
and the absolute number of
cases, the main parameter is the
hospitalisation rate and the
mortality rate,” said Dr
Lahariya.Dr Rajeev Jayadevan,

co-chairman of the Indian
Medical Association's National
Task Force on Coronavirus,
said the test positivity rate not
going up suggests it is not like
the tsunami sparked by the
Delta variant. “Keep a mask on
when you enter any indoor
space, there is no exception to
that. The infection is spreading,

it is here and we must contin-
ue taking all primary precau-
tionary measures,” Dr
Jayadevan said.Since April 20,
the number of Covid cases in
Delhi has been oscillating
between 1,000 and 1,600. The
test positivity rate has remained
between four per cent and
seven per cent since April 16.

NEW DELHI: The national
Capital on Tuesday reported
1,414 Covid-19 cases with one
death, while the positivity rate
stood at 5.97 per cent, accord-
ing to data shared by the health
department.

With these new cases, the
national capital's overall tally
has increased to 18,87,050
while the death toll stands at
26,176. Delhi on Monday
reported 1,076 COVID-19
cases with no death, while the
positivity rate stood at 6.42 per
cent Delhi had on Sunday
recorded 1,485 cases and no
death due to the disease, while
the positivity rate stood at 4.89

per cent. On Saturday, it had
recorded 1,520 cases and one
death, with the positivity rate
at 5.10 per cent.

On Friday, it saw 1,607
COVID-19 cases and two
deaths, while the positivity rate
was recorded at 5.28 per cent.
The national capital had logged
1,490 cases and two deaths on
Thursday, and the positivity
rate stood at 4.62 per cent.

The Delhi government has
increased the number of beds
dedicated to Covid patients at
two of its facilities, including an
80 percent escalation in its
count at the Lok Nayak (LNJP)
Hospital. SF 
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As the row over the use of
loudspeakers at religious

places in Maharashtra and
Uttar Pradesh simmers, Delhi
BJP president Adesh Gupta
has also urged Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal to remove
loudspeakers from religious
and other places as per the
guidelines of the Supreme
Court.

Addressing the media,
Gupta said: “In my survey of
many temples and gurudwaras,
I found that there was no noise
pollution. Bhajans were taking
place only inside the temple or
gurudwara premises. The Delhi
Government did not do its duty
of removing loudspeakers from
other religious places.” Reacting
to the BJP’s new demand, the

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) on
Tuesday said it will oppose any
move to remove loudspeakers
from religious places in the
national Capital and accused
the BJP of playing with people's
faith.  AAP leader Atishi said
loudspeakers are played during
various religious occasions
across the country and cited
Ramlila as well as recitation of
Hanuman Chalisa and
Sunderkand paath as examples. 

"We will definitely oppose
it," Atishi told reporters when
asked if her party would
oppose any move to remove
loudspeakers from religious
places in Delhi. "Be it Ramlila
or Sunderkand recitation, peo-
ple's faith is attached to them.

I want to ask what is their prob-
lem with the religious faith of
people?” On Monday, he had
written to Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal in this con-
nection, hours after BJP MP
Parvesh Sahib Singh Verma
made a similar request to
Lieutenant-Governor Anil
Baijal and the commissioners
of the municipal corporations
in the national Capital.

Verma apprised Bajail that
the Uttar Pradesh Government
had cracked the whip on loud-
speakers and sought to nudge
the Delhi Government to fol-
low suit.

The Supreme Court in
2005 banned the use of loud-
speakers and music systems in
public places between 10 pm
and 6 am, except in cases of
public emergency, citing the
serious effects of noise pollu-
tion on health of local residents.
In his letter to Kejriwal, Gupta
stated that noise pollution in
Delhi had turned out to be a
major issue. As per Supreme
Court's order, loudspeakers
installed at religious and other
places should be removed. 
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The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) on Tuesday claimed

that the BJP-led Central
Government had pasted demo-
lition notices on the walls of
four temples in the national
Capital.  

AAP leader and MLA from
Kalkaji Atishi has alleged that
the Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs (MoHUA) has
sent demolition notices to four
temples including Prachin Shiv
Mandir, Sai Mandir in H-
block, and Shani Mandir in J-
block in Sarojini Nagar. 

"A few days ago the BJP
government gave the order to
run bulldozers on the
Neelkanth Mahadev temple in
Delhi's Srinivaspuri locality,"
she said during a press confer-
ence. “The move was intended
to extort money,” she further
alleged. The AAP leader also

shared a copy of the notice that
was purportedly issued by the
Ministry of Housing and Urban
Affairs ,. "These are being past-
ed on the gate of the temples,"
she added, sharing a photo. A
notice, she alleged, had been
pasted on a historical Shiva
temple in Sarojini Nagar. 

Alongside, notices have
also been pasted on a Sai tem-
ple in the 'H Block' area as well
as a Shani temple in the 'J Block'
area. “In 1991, the then

Lieutenant Governor had laid
down clear and direct orders
which specified that if and
when the demolition of a reli-
gious establishment is to take
place, the final decision on the
matter lies in the hands of the
Religious Affairs Committee,”
said Atishi.

“On the other hand, none
of the cases of the temples
which have been threatened
with demolition by the BJP had
been taken to any religious
affairs committee whatsoever.
These temples were hence
issued demolition notices with-
out any due process, simply for
the BJP to meet its money-
minded ends, and to continue
its hooliganism and loot across
the state,” said Atishi.

“The Prachin Shiv Mandir
and Sai Mandir in Sarojini
Nagar are all at least over three
decades old, and are the abode
for the faith of many locals.
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The Namaz of Eid was per-
formed in mosques across

Delhi after two years, as Covid-
19 restrictions remained sus-
pended due to a dip in cases.
Meanwhile, Delhi Police made
tight security arrangements at
major religious places and also
in different parts of the city for
peaceful progression of the
Namaz. Police said that it has
also warned of strict legal
action against rumour mon-
gers.

Police said foot and bike
patrolling were carried out in
various mosques premises and
clerics were briefed about the
court guidelines over the usage
of loudspeakers.

In Jahangirpuri, Hindu and
Muslim communities together
celebrated Eid on Kushal
Chowk by exchanging sweets
and hugs, giving a message of
peace and harmony in the area

that witnessed communal vio-
lence last month. Since Tuesday
morning, scores of devotees,
greeting and hugging each oth-
ers, offered prayers in two
shifts as several mosques shift-
ed the Namaz timings, keeping
in mind the summer heat.

Following the scorching
heat, Namaz was performed at
several mosques in the city
around 6 AM. It was per-
formed at 6 AM at the Jama
Masjid. Many other mosques,
including Fatehpuri, Sunehri
Masjid, Shahjahano Masjid,
Bhoori Bhatiyari and Dhaka
Masjid, too, held the Namaz
between 6 AM and 7 AM.

Junglewali Masjid in Azad
Market and a few other
mosques held prayers in two
shifts to accommodate the peo-
ple. In last couple of years,
devotees were forced to offer
Namaz of Eid at their homes as
religious places were closed due
to Covid-induced restrictions.
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Days after the communal
clashes at northwest Delhi’s

Jahangirpuri area, Hindu and
Muslim communities together
celebrated Eid on Tuesday. The
both communities exchanged
sweets, hugs at the Kushal
Chowk to give a message of
peace and harmony in the area.
The locals also treated the secu-
rity personnel deployed there to
sweets.

Meanwhile, shops in and
around Kushal Chowk, where
the clashes took place on April
16, except for the main lane in
Block C where a mosque is
located were reopened.
Hawkers and customers have
also returned for business.
Police said they had ensured
adequate security arrangements
on the occasion of Eid.
According to Usha Rangnani,
the Deputy Commissioner of
Police (DCP), northwest dis-

trict, police had adequate secu-
rity and law arrangements put
in place across the district.

“Aman Committee meet-
ings have been conducted as
always to maintain peace and
tranquillity in all the areas,” said
the DCP.

“Last month was quite
tough for the people of
Jahangirpuri. Today, on the
occasion of Eid, we gathered at
Kushal Chowk. We exchanged
sweets and hugged each other
and sent a message of harmo-
ny and peace. 

This shows people in
Jahangirpuri live in harmony
and respect each other's reli-
gions," a representative from
Muslim community Tabrez
Khan said. Khan expressed
hope that full normalcy will
return in the area soon. "The sit-
uation is improving. Normalcy
has returned to a large extent
and we are expecting complete
normalcy in the coming days,"
he said.
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The Delhi Police has arrest-
ed an assistant superinten-

dent of Delhi's Rohini jail for
allegedly helping conman
Sukesh Chandrashekhar in the
prison. The accused has been
identified as 57 year-old
Prakash Chand. Police said
that Chand was arrested on
Sunday for his alleged role in
the case.

Sukesh Chandrasekhar was
arrested earlier after the lodg-
ing of an FIR by the Economic
Offence Wing (EOW) of Delhi
Police for offences of cheating
and extortion allegedly com-
mitted by him. In First
Information Report (FIR),
Chandrasekhar was accused of

cheating and extorting money
from Aditi Singh, the wife of
Religare Enterprises' former
promoter Shivinder Mohan
Singh. Shivinder was arrested in
a case related to alleged misap-
propriation of funds at Religare
Finvest Ltd in 2019. Along
with Shivinder, another Religare
promoter, Malvinder Singh,
was also arrested.

The matter came into  light
when Aditi Singh told police on
August 7, 2021 that she gave
crores of rupees to Sukesh
Chandrasekhar, who posed as
an officer from ministry of
law. “I was assured that central
government would be interest-
ed to work with my husband
after making him an 'industry
advisor' on Covid-related com-

mittees; he asked me to con-
tribute to the 'party fund' and
assured to set up a meeting
either with the former law
minister or the home minister,”
Aditi Singh mentioned in her
FIR

During his prison stay,
Chandrasekhar, posing as a
central government official,
allegedly made spoof calls from
jail to persuade Aditi Singh to
transfer money. Conman
Chandrasekhar also claimed
that he was in a relationship
with Bollywood actor
Jacqueline Fernandez in a let-
ter from prison. He said that
Jacqueline was not involved in
money laundering and asked
public to stop projecting her in
a bad light. 
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Days after the Delhi
Government warned of

power cuts due to coal short-
age, the Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation (DMRC) on
Tuesday said that the Metro
operation needs account for
only 2.5 per cent of the total
power requirement of the city.

“DMRC receives around 2
MU (million unit) electricity
from power distribution com-
panies of Delhi, Uttar Pradesh
and Haryana. “Around 0.9 MU
power is received from the on-
site solar power plant through
open access. Further, 0.1 MU is

drawn from the rooftop solar
power plants installed on Delhi
Metro's stations and depots,”
said a DMRC spokesperson.

“Also, in case there is a total
breakdown and all grids fail, we
have back-up arrangements,
like batteries, inverters, DG sets
to provide power to system, to
evacuate passengers out of
trains and stations, but trains
won't operate in that condi-
tion," he told the reporters.

Another senior official said
Delhi Metro's requirement on
an average, per day, is about
200 MW, out of which 99 MW
is received from solar power
system in Rewa, and another 50

MW from DMRC's solar
power system on rooftops of its
buildings, and rest from dis-
coms. "Solar power can be
used only during daytime or in
sunny weather, and for after
dark, our operational require-
ments need to be supplement-
ed," he said. Also, the DMRC
has about 28-29 substations, so
even if one substation fails,
there are other options, the offi-
cial said.

"Generally a long Metro
line has four substations. Even
if one of those reports failure,
power supply will be made
from other substations," the
spokesperson said. 
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The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) has

attributed the frequent and
prolonged spell of heatwave in
April to absence of active west-
ern disturbances (WD) during
the month.

According to the IMD,  the
absence of active WDs in April
over north India caused high-
ly subdued rain and very less
thunderstorm activities over
northwest and central parts,
leading to frequent and pro-
longed spell of heat wave to
severe heat wave days and
higher-than-normal tempera-
ture over these areas on most
days.

West Rajasthan, Himachal
Pradesh, south Haryana-Delhi,
west Madhya Pradesh and
western parts of Uttar Pradesh
experienced higher number of
heat wave days and east Uttar
Pradesh, east-central India
reported lower number of heat
wave days. 

Overall, the month record-
ed six WDs (April 1-4, 7-9, 13-
15, 20-22, 23-25 and 28-
29).However, most of them
were feeble and dry and moved
across higher ridges of
Himalayas. Only last three sys-
tems caused gusty winds and
dust-raising winds and dry

thunderstorms in some places
in northwest, it said. Over
Northwest India during April,
the average maximum tem-
perature was highest ever  with
36.32 degrees Celsius in last
122 years against earlier record
of 35.4 degrees Celsius in 2010. 

The average mean tem-
perature was highest ever in
2022 with 28.18 degrees Celsius
against earlier record of 27.79
degrees Celsius in 2010. The
minimum temperature was
second highest with 20.04
degrees Celsius after the year
2010 (20.18 degrees Celsius).

Over Central India during
April, the average maximum
temperature was highest with
38.04 degrees Celsius in the last
122 years for period 1901-
2022 against earliest record of
37.75 degrees Celsius in 1973. 

Similarly, the average mean
temperature was in April 2022
highest with 31.35 degrees
Celsius for period 1901-2022
and it broke earlier highest
record of 31.10 degrees Celsius
in 2010. The average minimum
temperature was highest in
April 2022 with 24.66 degrees
Celsius and it broke the earli-

er record of 24.52 degrees
Celsius in 2010. The monthly
average minimum tempera-
ture over East & Northeast
India for month of April over
East & Northeast India was
third highest with 21.94
degrees Celsius since 1901.

West Rajasthan, Himachal
Pradesh, south Haryana-Delhi,
west Madhya Pradesh, and
western parts of Uttar Pradesh
experienced higher number of
heat wave days and East Uttar
Pradesh, east-central India
reported lower number of heat
wave days.
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The Indian SARS-CoV2
Genomics Sequencing

Consortium (INSACOG) has
said that one confirmed case of
the XE Covid variant has been
detected in India. 

However, the location of
this variant was not identified
in the bulletin for April 25

released a day ago. The
INSACOG also said that there
is no cause of panic as no clus-
ter of XE variants has been
found so far.

“As compared to the pre-
vious week, 12 States have
shown an increase in cases,
while 19 States have shown a
decline,” the bulletin from
INSACOG said. The

INSACOG in the bullein added
that the suspected recombinant
sequences are under further
analysis. “BA.2.10 and BA.2.12
are BA.2 sub-lineages that have
been detected and many old
BA.2 sequences have been
reclassified into these new sub-
lineages. 

So far these sub-lineages
are not reported to be associ-
ated with increased severity of
disease,” the bulletin said,
adding that so far there are no
reports of XE clusters across
India.

The INSACOG had also in
its April 18 bulletin mentioned
one XE variant case in the
country. 

The INSACOG reports
genomic surveillance of SARS-
CoV-2 across the country
through sequencing of samples
from Sentinel sites and
International passengers arriv-
ing in India. 

As per the latest bulletin,
INSACOG has sequenced total
2,43,957 samples The XE vari-
ant of coronavirus is a sub-vari-
ant of Omicron, which caused
the third wave of Covid-19 in
India in January 2022. Covid's
XE variant is a cross between
two strains of the Omicron
variant, namely BA.1, which is
the original strain, and BA.2,
which is the more infectious
strain.

As of April 12, 2022, cases
of Covid's XE variant have
been detected in India's Gujarat
and Maharashtra. Apart from
India and the UK, Japan has
also reported cases of the XE
variant.

According to the World
Health Organization, the XE
variant was first detected on
January 19, 2022, in the UK,
and till March-end, more than
600 cases of the variant were
reported and confirmed.
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Everyone knows smoking is
bad for the heart and lungs.

But now a study has said that it
damages the brain also. Overall,
current smokers are 30 per
cent more likely to develop
dementia and 40 per cent more
likely to develop Alzheimer's
disease, according to a 2015
analysis of 37 different studies
published in the journal PLOS
ONE.

"We know that smoking
harms every organ of the
human body," said Adrienne
Johnson, an assistant scientist at
the University of Wisconsin
Center for Tobacco Research
and Intervention in Madison.
"The brain is no exception."

Smokers are at significant-
ly higher risk for dementia and
dementia-related death. The
World Health Organization esti-
mated in 2014 that 14 per cent
of dementia cases worldwide
may be caused by smoking.
Overall, current smokers are 30
per cent more likely to develop
dementia and 40 per cent more
likely to develop Alzheimer's

disease, according to a 2015
analysis of 37 different studies
published in the journal PLOS
ONE. And the more a person
smokes, the higher the risk: For
every 20 cigarettes per day, the
analysis showed dementia risk
climbs 34 per cent.

Smoking also increases the
risk for stroke. Black people,
who have a higher stroke risk
than white people, face double
the stroke risk if they smoke.

On the flip side, studies
show quitting smoking can help
erase the higher risk for brain
harm. Quitting at any time
helps. But the earlier you quit,
the better, said Jennifer Deal, an
assistant professor of epidemi-
ology at Johns Hopkins
University's Bloomberg School
of Public Health in Baltimore.

Deal led a study that found
smokers' increased risk for
dementia decreased over time
when they quit, eventually
reaching a point after nine
years when it was no higher
than those who never smoked.

"The message coming out of
our research is that earlier is bet-
ter," Deal said. "Quitting in
midlife is better than later in life.
But quitting at any time is ben-
eficial."

Unfortunately, people are
less likely to quit the older they
get, said Johnson, whose
research focuses on finding the
most effective ways to help
adults 50 and older stop smok-
ing. Roughly 17% of 45- to 65-
year-olds smoke, according to
the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, which is high-
er than the national average of
14% for all adults 18 and older. 

And older smokers are
more likely to smoke daily and
less likely to try to quit than
younger smokers. "Doctors are
less likely to advise them to quit
smoking," Johnson said. When
they do, they are less likely to
offer them evidence-based ces-

sation options, such as nicotine
patches, medications and other
products shown to double or
triple a person's chances for suc-
cessfully quitting. People with
mental illness also are more like-
ly to smoke and to have a
tougher time quitting without
assistance, Johnson said. 

Smoking rates among peo-
ple with mood, anxiety and
attention-deficit/hyperactivity
and other disorders are two to
five times higher than that of the
general population, and
research suggests smoking may
even impact the course of these
illnesses. 

Roughly 1 in 4 adults in the
U.S. has some kind of behavioral
health condition. Collectively,
this group smokes nearly 40%
of all cigarettes consumed by
adults in this country, accord-
ing to CDC. 

"People with mental ill-
nesses, such as depression or
bipolar disorder, are more prone
to have cravings when quitting,"
Johnson said, "so they need
medications to minimize crav-
ings and counseling to help
them cope with them."
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Ahead of the mega LIC IPO,
the Congress on Tuesday

questioned the pricing of
shares, alleging they are under-
valued and being offered at
throwaway prices at the cost of
the trust of 30 crore policy-
holders.

Congress' chief spokesper-
son Randeep Surjewala asked
why did the Government
reduce LIC valuation from
�12-14 lakh crore in February
to �6 lakh crore in just two
months. He said the

Government had in February
this year targeted to get �70,000
crore by selling five per cent
stake in the public sector
undertaking, but it has now
been reduced to �21,000 crore
and 3.5 per cent stake sale.

"Why is the Government
trying to sell LIC when domes-
tic and global financial markets
are in turmoil on account of the
Russia-Ukraine war and a host
of factors leading to econom-
ic downturn," he asked.

"The Secretary in charge of
public sector divestment has
said that the government will

not sell its stake in PSUs if mar-
ket conditions are not
favourable. Why is LIC's IPO
an exception to this policy?
India seeks answers," he said.

Surjewala said that while
filing the prospectus in
February 2022 for this mega
IPO, the LIC disinvestment
was aimed at 2.5 times the
embedded value (EV), but now
the valuation of the IPO is
about 1.1 times the embedded
value. 

Comparably, HDFC Life
Insurance is trading at 3.9
times EV, and SBI Life & ICICI
Prudential Life trade at 3.2
times and 2.5 times their
embedded value respectively,
he said. 

He also claimed that since
January-February 2022, the
share price band of LIC has
been paired down by the Modi
government from �1100 per
share to the current price band
of �902-949 per share and
some experts feel that the state
exchequer will lose �30,000
crore by this reduction in
embedded value and the pair-
ing down the price band.

"Why did the Modi
Government suddenly reduce
the valuation of LIC and the
issue size after roadshows in
India and abroad," he asked,
claiming that in February 2022,
the government conducted
formal roadshows for big tick-

et investors, Pension Funds,
Mutual Funds, Investment
Corporations with a target to
get �70,000 crore by selling of
five percent stake. 

He sought answers from
the government for the reason
for a "change of heart" after
roadshows abroad to revise
the valuation and also reduce
the stake sale from five per cent
to 3.5% "which remains unex-
plained". 

The reason for the gov-
ernment undermining these
key determinants is unknown
to every market watcher or
financial expert, he said.

The Congress leader
claimed that the LIC has 30
crore policyholders and its
total assets are to the tune of
�39,60,000 crores (USD 526
Billion) as of September 2021
and a stock portfolio of �52,000
crore.

The company has income
from its investments to the tune
�3.35 lakh crore in the April-
September 2021 period and
directly employs 13.94 lakh
families (12.80 Lakh agents
plus 1.14 lakh employees)
through its 3,542 offices across
the country.

He said the company issues
three crore policies per year,
which amounts to about one
lakh policies per day and is
declared as the world's 10th
largest insurance brand.
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Navy Chief Admiral R Hari
Kumar will on Wednesday

give away gallantry and distin-
guished service awards at this
year's Naval Investiture
Ceremony at Kerala's Kochi.

In an official statement
issued on Tuesday, the force
said 31 awards including six
Nao Sena Medals (gallantry),

eight Nao Sena Medals
(Devotion to Duty), 17 Vishisht
Seva Medals will be presented
to awardees. "In addition,
Sarvottam Jeevan Raksha
Padak, Lt VK Jain Memorial
Gold Medal, Capt Ravi Dhir
Memorial Gold Medal, CNS
Trophy for best Green Practice
and Unit Citations will also be
presented," it noted. 

The ceremony will be wit-
nessed by the spouses and
families of awardees as well as
by senior dignitaries of the
Indian Navy, it said.

"The Naval Investiture
Ceremony - 2022 to felicitate
Naval personnel who have
demonstrated gallant acts, lead-
ership, professional achieve-
ments and distinguished ser-
vice of high order will be held
at Naval Base, Kochi on May 4,"
it stated. 
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The Supreme Court has
sought response from the

Centre and others on a plea
seeking directions to provide
sign language interpreters dur-
ing official press briefings con-
ducted by the Prime Minister,
Union Ministers, and others. 

A Bench of Justices S A
Nazeer and Vikram Nath
issued notices to Centre and
others.  The top court was hear-
ing a plea filed by advocate M
Karpagam that disabled people
have an equal right to infor-
mation and communication. 

Karpagam has also sought
directions to have an in-frame
sign language interpreter in all
official press briefings con-
ducted by prime minister, other
ministers of Union
Government, chief ministers,
and ministers in state govern-
ments, in accordance
withRights of Persons with
Disabilities Act 2016. The plea
said Act prohibits discrimina-
tion against individuals with
disabilities that includes pro-

viding meaningful access to
public benefits, programmes,
or services. For persons with

hearing impairment, access to
sign language is key to break-
ing down communication bar-

riers and participating in soci-
ety just like anyone else, the
plea said.
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Aplea has been filed in the
Supreme Court seeking

to declare 'Talaq-e-Hasan' and
all other forms of "unilateral
extra-judicial talaq” as void
and unconstitutional, claiming
they were arbitrary, irrational,
and violated fundamental
rights. 

The petition, filed by
Ghaziabad resident Benazeer
Heena, who claimed to be a
victim of “unilateral extra-
judicial Talaq-E-Hasan, also
sought a direction to the
Centre to frame guidelines
for neutral and uniform
grounds of divorce and pro-
cedure for all citizens.  In
Talaq-e-Hasan, talaq is pro-

nounced once a month, over a
period of three months. If
cohabitation is not resumed
during this period, divorce
gets formalised after the third
utterance in the third month.
However, if cohabitation
resumes after the first or sec-
ond utterance of talaq, the par-
ties are assumed to have rec-
onciled. 

The first/second utter-
ances of talaq are deemed
invalid. The petitioner, who
claimed to have been given
such a divorce, contended that
the police and authorities told
her that Talaq-e-Hasan is per-
mitted under Sharia. 

“The Muslim Personal
Law (Shariat) Application Act,
1937, conveys a wrong impres-

sion that the law sanctions
Talaq-E-Hasan and all other
forms of unilateral extra-judi-
cial talaq, which is grossly
injurious to the fundamental
rights of married Muslim
women and offends Articles
14, 15, 21 and 25 of the
Constitution of India and the
international conventions on
civil and human rights,” the
petition, filed by advocate
Ashwani Kumar Dubey, sub-
mitted. 

The petitioner said that
many Islamic nations have
restricted such a practice. After
Supreme Court has banned
Instant Tripple Talaq, many
Muslim women had
approached the apex court
for banning ‘Nikah Halala too.
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The Central Secretariat
Service officers' associa-

tion has threatened a “non-
cooperation movement” from
Wednesday over delay in their
promotion, claiming it was
causing irreparable financial
loss to them.

The CSS Forum, an asso-
ciation of CSS officers, has
written a letter to Secretary,
Department of Personnel and
Training (DoPT) informing
about their proposed move-
ment and demanding promo-
tion orders in respect of eligi-
ble employees before May 15,
2022. 

It has been unanimously
decided in a meeting held on
April 30  that “all Central
Secretariat Service (CSS) offi-
cers are now left with only one

resort i.E. Non-cooperation
movement, which is going to be
started from 4th May, 2022”, the
letter said.   “CSS officers will
now follow the slow and lack-
luster attitude of our CCA i.E.
CS-I Division DoP&T & will
observe the old, customary,
slow, procedural working pat-
tern of nodal department, how-
ever, same may be against the
dynamic working principles
laid down by present

dispensation under
Hon'ble MoS & Hon'ble Prime
Minister who always inspires us
to have out-of-box thinking
and innovative ideas to
improve the administrative sys-
tem,” it said. CSS officers who
generally do late sitting on
daily basis for bettermentof
our country, will not work
after normal office hours, that
is,after 5:30 pm, the letter said.
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The Central paramilitary forces
CRPF, BSF, ITBP have decid-

ed to conduct Limited
Departmental Competitive
Examination (LDCE) for vacan-
cy years 2018-2022 in a single test
for promotion of serving other
ranks to the post of Assistant
Commandant. 

About 200 Forces officials
will be promoted to the rank of
Assistant Commandants through

the LDCE that is being conduct-
ed after a gap of six years.
Applications are being accepted
from eligible and willing candi-
dates from these Forces from
April 29 to May 30. The applica-
tion eligibility requirements
include service certificate/vigi-
lance clearance, latest Shape-1
medical category certificate,
domicile certificate for those
seeking relaxations and annual
confidential report
(ACR)/Annual Performance
Assessment Report (APAR) for
the preceding five years among
others, according to an official
order.

The vacancyposition for
2018 in the Sashastra Seema Bal
(SSB) is four, followed by 25 in
Central Reserve Police Force

(CRPF) and one in Indo-Tibetan
Border Police (ITBP).

For 2019, the total vacancy is
24, including 22 in SSB and two
in CRPF. Likewise, for 2020, the
vacancy is to the tune of 40 posts
including 11 in SSB, one each in
CRPF and ITBP besides 27 in
Border Security Force (BSF).
Similarly, there are 17 vacancies
for 2021 which includes one
post each in SSB and CRPF, three
in ITBP and 17 in BSF. 

For the ongoing 2022  vacan-
cy year, as many as 65 posts of
Assistant Commandants will be
filled including 23 from SSB, 20
from ITBP and 22 from BSF.

The selection of candidates
from ITBP for vacancy year 2022
is subject to the outcome of a
pending writ petition before the

Delhi High Court.The upper age
limit for promotion to the
Assistant Commandant from the
ranks has been set at 35 years as
on August 1 of the vacancy year
which means August 1, 2018 for
that year and in a similar man-
ner for every vacancy year,
August 1 has been set has the cut-
off date for deciding the age cri-
teria of the candidates. 

The candidates will also be
required to have graduation as
educational qualification which is
the requisite norm for selection
of Assistant Commandants
recruited by the Union Public
Service Commission (UPSC)
through direct entry. 

The recruitment is expected
to be a morale booster for sub-
ordinate officers.
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The law began to catch up
with MNS chief Raj

Thackeray over his inflamma-
tory speeches and the recent
call for removal of loudspeak-
ers from mosques on Tuesday,
as the Aurangabad police reg-
istered a case against him and
others for his utterances at a
public rally on May 1 and a
court in Sangli district of west-
ern Maharashtra issued a Non
Bailable Warrant (NBW)
against him in a 2008 inflam-
matory speech case.

A day ahead of the expiry
of an extended deadline for
removal of loudspeakers from
mosques, the MNS chief faced
a triple whammy of sorts, the
Aurangabad and Mumbai
appeared to be tightening their
screws on the MNS chief in
connection with the 2008
inflammatory speech case, his
objectionable utterances at his
public rally at Aurangabad on
May 1 and the issuance of
notices to more than 100 MNS
activists, including their lead-
ers Nitin Sardesai and Bala
Nandgaonkar.

On a day when State Home

Minister Dilip Walse-
Patil held meetings
with Director-
General of Police
Rajnish Seth,
Mumbkrai Police
Commissioner Sanjay
Pande and followed it
up meeting with con-
fabulations with Chief
Minister Uddhav
Thackeray, Walse-
Patil, the Maharashtra
police top brass indi-
cated that it was pre-
pared to take the
MNS chief head on
his threat to organise
recitation of “Hanuman
Chalisa” in front of mosques
where loudspeakers continue to
play aazan after his extended
deadline of May 4.     

The MNS chief ’s arrest
appeared to be in the realm of
possibility in connection with
the NBW issued against him by
a Magistrate’s court at Shirala
in Sangli district in connection
with offences registered him
under sections 109 and 117
(abetment of offence) of the
IPC for allegedly making
inflammatory speeches.
Though Shirla court had on

April 6 directed the Mumbai
police Commissioner and the
Khrewadi police station to
arrest Raj and produce him
before it, the Mumbai police
officials have not yet executed
the NBW.         

However, in the current sit-
uation where Raj is apparent-
ly trying to precipitate the sit-
uation over the mosque loud-
speaker issue, the Mumbai
police may use the NBW to
arrest and try to take wind out
of his sails in his impending
plans to organise organise
recitation of “Hanuman

Chalisa” in front of mosques
where loudspeakers continue to
play aazan after his extended
deadline of May 4.

Similarly, in the May 1
public rally speech case, the
Aurangabad police have
booked Raj  under section 153
(wantonly giving provation
with intent to cuase riot), 116
(abetment of offense punish-
able with imprisonment if
offence be not committed and
117 (abetting commission of
offence by the public or by
more than 10 persons and
under the provisions of the

Maharashtra Police Act over
his call to Hindus to play
“Hanuman Chalisa” in front
loudspeakers were not removed
there.

Talking to media persons
in Mumbai, State Director-
General of Police (DGP)
Rajnish Seth said the police
were prepared to deal with any
law and order situation arising
due to the loudspeaker row.

“We are capable of tackling
any law and order problem and
we are well prepared for han-
dling any situation. All leaves
of police personnel have been
cancelled. We have taken pre-
ventive action against 15,000
anti-social elements to ensure
they do not create any law and
order situation. We have served
notices to 13,000 other people,”
Seth said.

Meanwhile,  as many as 87
companies of the State Reserve
Police Force (SRPF) have been
mobilised while more than
30,000 home guards have been
deployed across the State to
deal with any eventuality aris-
ing out of the MNS chief ’s
threat to embark upon the
“Hanuman Chalisa” recitation
campaign.
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Taking an aggressive but a
calibrated stand on the

contentious issue of removal of
loudspeakers from mosques,
MNS chief Thackeray on
Tuesday appealed to the
Hindus to make Muslims hear
“Hanmuan Chalisa” and asked
them undertake signature
campaign against playing of
loudspeakers at mosques and
lodge complaints with the
police on the issue every 
day.

Less than 24 hours to go
for the expiry of his call to the
Muslims and the State
Government to remove loud-
speakers from mosques, the
MNS chief reminded
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray that late
Shiv Sena chief Bal Thackeray
had stated that “all loud-
speakers need to be silenced”.
“Are you going to listen to this
( late Balsaheb’s words)? Or are
you going to follow the non-

religious Sharad Pawar who is
responsible to keep you in
power?. Let the people of
Maharashtra witness what is
going to follow," he asked his
cousin and Shiv 
Sena president  Uddhav
Thackeray.      

“Our country does not
have so many jails that can
arrest the Hindus of our coun-
try. This very fact should be
recognised by all the govern-
ment. My dear Hindu broth-
ers, sisters and mothers come
together, be one in bringing
down loudspeakers,” the MNS
chief said.    

In his slightly reworked
stand, the MNS chief appealed
to all the Hindus: “Tomorrow,
the 4th of May, if you hear
loudspeakers blaring Azan, in
those very places, play the
Hanuman Chalisa on the
loudspeakers! That’s when
they will realise the hindrance
of these loudspeakers''.

Raj also appealed to the
police force to show that this

is governed by law and order.
They should maintain and
follow the law. The unautho-
rised masjids, loudspeakers
and the prayers being held in
the middle of roads, need to be
addressed duly by law”.

“The Hindu festivals are
restricted by silent zones
under the facade of schools
and hospitals being around.
However, masjids are exempt
from such restrictions. Which
part of the Constitution states
this?,” he asked.

The MNS chief went onto
appeal to all the Hindus to
make Muslims hear
“Hanmuan Chalisa” and asked
them to undertake signature
undertake campaign against
playing of loudspeakers at
mosques and lodge complaints
with the police on the issue
every day.

He welcomed those
mosques who had already
used loudspeakers and asked
the “Hindu brothers” not to
disturb them.
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In an apparent attack direct-
ed at the BJP, Bengal Chief

Minister Mamata Banerjee on
Tuesday said that India was
experiencing a “Jhuthe Acchhe
din (fake good days)” a promise
that was made by the saffron
outfit and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi before coming
to power for the first time in
2014. Delivering a short speech
during the prayer of Eid at the
iconic Red Road in Kolkata
Banerjee said that “the situation
is not right in India” which was
being ruled by politics of “divide
and rule” and promised she
would continue to fight such
political ills till she was around.

“What we are seeing is not
good, what is happening is not
good, a policy of divide and
rule is being practiced which is
not right for our country … the
politics of isolation that is tak-
ing place is not desirable and

we should all stand for unity
and not division … because we
have a right to live together …
we have a right to peace,” the
Chief Minister said stopping
short of naming the BJP that
the promise of Acchhe din
was in fact a fake promise.

There was a promise of
“Acchhe din (good days) … but
this is a jhutha (fake) acchhe
din … because acchhe din
should come with sacchhe din
(truthful days) that should
include all and not some,”
Banerjee said promising a fight
for unity in the coming days.

The Chief Minister who
later in the day visited the
house of Rizwanur Rehman —
a youth out of whose mysteri-
ous death in 2007 Banerjee had
made a big political issue to win
the sympathy of the minorities
— along with her nephew and
MP Abhishek Banerjee called
upon the people to put up a
united fight against the divisive

forces.
“In the days to come we

will have to stand together
and fight these forces which are
trying to divide India … we are
sure we will uproot them,”
Banerjee said adding those
(read BJP) who were disturb-
ing Bengal were jealous of its
peaceful atmosphere and unity.
“Our unity is unparalleled in
India. The unity we have in
Bengal makes many jealous …
so they are trying to disturb us
and abuse me … But I am not
afraid of their attacks and I
know how to fight this out with
your help,” the Chief Minister
said adding she would fight for
every person “be it a Hindu,
Muslim, Sikh or Christian.”

Iterating that she had ded-
icated her life to the cause of
unity, humanity, peace and
justice she said that she was
“ready to sacrifice my life for
that cause instead of bowing
down” to the divisive forces.
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In a sudden development that
the Opposition parties called

a ploy to divert the people’s
attention from deteriorating
law and order situation and
frequent High Court orders
directing CBI investigation into
recruitment scams the
Trinamool Congress has float-
ed the name of party general
secretary and MP Abhishek
Banerjee as the successor of
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee.

Celebrating the anniver-
sary of the party’s third con-
secutive win in the last year’s
Assembly elections TMC
spokesperson Kunal Ghosh
said that Abhishek who is also
the nephew of the Chief
Minister would succeed her in
the year 2036.

Speaking about the 35-
year-old junior Banerjee Ghosh
wrote in a media post, “being

a Trinamool Congress soldier,
I can say that Mamata Banerjee
will be the Chief Minister of
Bengal till 2036. And in 2036,
Abhishek Banerjee will become
the Chief Minister in a pro-
gramme where she will remain
present as his guardian.”

He also said that “Mamata
Banerjee will set a precedent in
India by breaking Jyoti Basu's
record as Chief Minister,”
adding however that Abhishek’s
coronation could be brought
forward “should Mamata
Banerjee has to leave to dis-
charge bigger responsibilities.”

While Ghosh said this on
Monday, his party colleague
and MP Aparupa Poddar said
that Abhishek Banerjee could
become the Chief Minister as
early as in 2024 “when Mamata
Banerjee is selected to become
the Prime Minister of the coun-
try with the ouster of the BJP
from power.”

She said “why to wait for so

long for Abhishek da to
become the Chief Minister …
why cannot he become the
Chief Minister as early as when
Mamata didi becomes the
Prime Minister.”

Even as the Opposition
BJP saw in the tweets a design
to divert the attention of the

State from deteriorating law
and order situation and CBI
investigations into recruitment
scams ahead of the next year’s
panchayat elections, Left lead-
ership said that the statements
proved diminishing power of
the old guards in the ruling
TMC.

“It proves that Abhishek
Banerjee lobby cannot wait for
long … they are trying to
shove the Chief Minister and
her old guards out soon … we
are waiting to see a circus,” said
CPI(M)’s Sujan Chakrabarty.

BJP State president
Sukanto Majumdar however
said that junior Banerjee could
well become the Chief Minister
if his party wins and “if he
comes out scot free from the
cattle and coal smuggling
charges.”

The Congress on the other
hand said that the TMC state-
ment was a device to convince
the minorities that Mamata
Banerjee indeed had a hope in
Delhi and that they should vote
for her in 2024. This, at a time
when the TMC was expecting
erosion in its minority vote
bank which might move
towards the Left and the
Congress in the years to 
come.
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Mahamandaleshwar Yati
N a r a s i m h a n a n d

Saraswati, the national con-
vener of Akhil Bharatiya Sant
Parishad and associated with
Juna Akhada, said that Hindus
should produce more children
to prevent the country from
becoming Hindu devoid and to
protect Sanatan Dharma. He
said that his mathematical cal-
culations show that after 2029,
there will be a non-Hindu
Chief Minister in the state and
a non-Hindu Prime Minister in
the country. 

He said that not only
Hindus but entire humanity
has come under threat due to
terrorist jihadis. In India, the
population of a particular class
is being increased in a planned
manner. This is a big threat to
the democracy of the country.
He was speaking at the Sanatan
Sant Sammelan organized
under the banner of Sanatan
Hindu Seva Sansthan at
Ramlila ground, Achal Tal,
Aligarh UP. Here the speakers
called for building a Vedic
Hindu nation and appealed to
the Hindus to unite.

In the program, Yati

Narasimhanand gave a state-
ment that we are losing every-
thing without fighting. Hindus
need to unite to save their exis-
tence and protect sister and
daughters. He said that if we do
not warn in time, then even
Yogi-Modi, who became the
face of Hindutva, cannot do
anything. They are targets of
fundamentalists. He said that
being weak in religion is con-
sidered a sin. 

If you want to live with dig-
nity, then produce more chil-
dren and if you do not want to
live, then it is your choice. He
said that Sanatan Dharma is
towards complete destruction.
To avoid this devastating
calamity, today some people
will have to stand open in
front of the bullets of jihadis, so
that the world can know their
reality and be ready to fight
them. If by his sacrifice the fol-
lowers of Sanatan Dharma
wake up and stand up to erad-
icate Jihad, then it will be a
matter of good fortune.

National President of
Rashtriya Hindu Mahasabha,
Munna Lal Sharma said that
Muslim rulers and Britishers
have ruled the country. They
have done the work of forcibly

converting people on the
strength of power. He alleged
that saints are being implicat-
ed in false cases.
Mahamandaleshwar Dr.
Annupurna Bharti (Dr. Pooja
Shakun Pandey) said that her
campaign to save Hinduism
would continue till her last
breath. Amritananda,
Gyanananda, Satyadeva Nand,
Ashutoshanand etc. presiding
also expressed their views.
Geeta and sword were pre-
sented to the saints and guests
in the conference. City MLA
Mukta Raja, former MLA
Sanjeev Raja were also present
in the conference. The opera-
tion was conducted by the
National Secretary of Hindu
Mahasabha, Dr. Ashok Pandey.

Country needs to become
a Hindu nation: Kalicharan
Maharaj

Kalicharan Maharaj, who
came into the limelight by
making controversial remarks
on Mahatma Gandhi, said that
Sanatan Dharma is immortal,
it has no end. There is only
Sanatan Dharma in India, there
is no religion other than this,
people belonging to other reli-
gions claim themselves to be

associated with their religion.
He said that in the Middle Ages
five lakh temples were
destroyed in the country. If it
doesn't work out now, it will
happen again. For this it is very
important for the country to
become a Hindu Rashtra. He
was addressing the people in
the Sanatan Sant Sammelan
organized at Ramlila ground. 

He said that countries like
Pakistan, Bangladesh,
Indonesia, Nepal, Bhutan, Sri
Lanka, Tibet were separated
from Hindu nation India. The
scope of Mother India is
decreasing. He said that some
people are doing the work of
treason by staying in the coun-
try. Fireworks are used in sup-
port of Pakistan on India's
defeat in cricket match. 

We should take a lesson by
watching The Kashmir Files
movie. He said that if a Hindu
makes any statement, then
action is taken against him by
calling it hate statement. He
said that apart from religion,
caste and provincialism, we
have to unite and support Yogi,
Modi for Hindu Rashtra. He
demanded that the cow prog-
eny law should be passed in the
country.
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The Congress in Kerala
sprang a surprise on

Tuesday by announcing that
Uma Thomas, the widow of P
T Thomas who had represent-
ed the Thrikkakkara assembly
constituency would be the
party’s candidate for the May 31
bye-election. The Election
Commission of India had
announced last Friday that the
bye-poll necessitated by the
demise of P T Thomas would
be held on May 31 and the
result would be announced on
June 3.

The Kerala Pradesh
Congress Committee which
met at Thiruvananthapuram
on Tuesday unanimously

decided to field Uma Thomas
as the candidate for the elec-
tion. "There was only one name
in the panel and that was of
Uma Thomas. The leadership
unanimously decided to for-
ward the name to the Congress
High Command," said K
Sudhakaran, MP and KPCC
chief.

V D Satheeshan, Leader of
the Opposition, said that the
Congress would romp home
easily because of a number of
reasons. "Uma Thomas belongs
to this constituency and she is
known by all the votres here. P
T Thomas was held in high
respect by the electorate
because of his accessibility and
simplicity. The voters see in
Uma the same qualities that
had made Thomas dear to
them," said Satheesh.

Thrikkakkara constituency
which was formed in 2011 has
been a stronghold of the
Congress. The 2011 assembly
election saw Benny Behannan
winning the seat easily. Thomas
won the seat in 2016 and 2021

with a good majority.
Mohammed Shiyaz, the

DCC chief, told The Pioneer
that this was the first time the
Congress declared the name of
a party candidate earlier than
other parties. "There is no
doubt about the victory of
Uma Thomas, herself a KSU
and Congress activist from her
student days," said Shiyaz.

The ruling CPI(M) is leav-
ing no stones unturned to wrest
the seat from the Congress.
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
and CPI(M) state chief Kodiyeri
Balakrishnan, both undergoing
medical treatment in United
States of America, issued a
directive to party leaders to
ensure the victory of the party
in the bye-election so that the
Left Democratic Front would
touch the three-figure mark of
100. The LDF has a total
strength of 99 in the House. By
wresting the Thrikkakkara seat,
the Front would reach the
magic figure of 100 in the
House which has an effective
strength of 140," said P Rajeev,

minister for Industries and
Law.

E P Jayarajan, the con-
venor of the LDF has been
appointed as the coordinator for
the Thrikkakkara bye-poll. "We
are inviting the people of the
constituency to join as in this
march to development and
progress," said Jayarajan. He
pointed out that Thrikkakkara
is one of the 11 stations in the
proposed K-Rail (Silver Line
Semi high Speed Rail) con-
necting Thiruvananthapuram
and Kasaragod.

The CPI(M) is likely to
announce the name of the
party candidate in the next
couple of days. Sabu Thomas,
founder of the 20-Twenty party
said that his outfit would forge
an alliance with AAP and field
a joint candidate. The BJP,
though not a relevant force in
the constituency too, would
have its candidate, said  A N
Radhakrishnan, a state level
leader of the party who has
expressed his desire to enter the
arena.
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Unearthing the dubious net-
work of students visiting

Pakistan for coordinating terror-
ist and secessionist activities
against India, the State
Investigation Agency (SIA) has
filed chargesheet against three
Hizb-Ul-Mujahideen terrorists
before the TADA/POTA/NIA
Special Court in Jammu on
Monday. The Hizbul terrorists
included father son duo Asif
Shabir Naik, a resident of
Kashtigarh in Doda, his father
Shabir Hussain Naik @ Khalid
Shabir son of Gh. Mohd Naik cur-
rently operating from Pakistan
and Safdar Hussain @ Ehsan of
village Marmat of Doda who too
is based in Pakistan. According to
a spokesman of the SIA, "The
investigation started on 7
November 2021 and conducted
over last about six months
assumes importance in the con-
text of the government’s strategy

to identify J & K residents who are
hiding in Pakistan and coordi-
nating terrorist and secessionist
activities behind the scene from
across the border".

Asif Shabir Naik was inter-
cepted in Srinagar airport while
trying to escape back to Pakistan
on the basis of intelligence inputs
that he had been visiting Pakistan
posing that he’s a student study-
ing there. But he has actually been
visiting terrorist and separatist
training facilities, suggested the
intelligence input.  

Investigations revealed, "the
terrorist outfit HM with the bless-
ings of Pakistani agencies gave the
cover of studentship to Asif but
used his stay in Pakistan to meet
his father a senior HM figure and
also undergo training in sabotage
and subversion". 

According to a spokesman of
the SIA, "The forensics of the
phone devices of Asif showed that
he had videographed army instal-
lations along the Baramulla

Srinagar road. He had also pho-
tographed the access road to the
airport and security features adja-
cent to it".

It further said, "While the visa
on Asif’s passport showed that he’s
a visitor, immigration records
indicated he was a student.
Interrogation of Asif in the con-
text of digital evidence revealed
that Pakistan had arranged his
admission in International Islamic
university in Islamabad in a mass
communication programme as
cover and simultaneously facili-
tated his internship in the media
cell of HM run by his father". 

Investigation also revealed
that Asif had completely concealed
that his father was in Pakistan and
a senior figure in HM and close
to the leader Syed Sallauddin. He
had falsely mentioned that he was
visiting Pakistan to meet a relative.

While Asif Shabir Naik arrest-
ed in the instant case is in Judicial
custody, the other two accused
especially the mastermind Shabir

Hussain Naik and his associate
Safdar Hussain hiding in Pakistan
have been Challaned U/S 299
CrPC as Absconders.

The SIA spokesman in a
statement said , "investigation
conducted in one such case has
resulted in unearthing of a story
of a father who escaped to
Pakistan illegally and climbed
the ladder of seniority in the
Hizbul Mujahideen led by Syed
Sallauddin and came to be the
media advisor looking after the
propaganda cell of the terror out-
fit". Registered at Police Station JIC
Jammu, the investigation revealed
how Pakistani agencies have been
brazenly and egregiously misus-
ing not only the travel between the
two countries on the basis of valid
travel documents but also the
Indian students going to Pakistan
for higher studies. The objective
of Asif ’s admission, as a student in
a mass media course in Pakistan
is suspected and he was to return
to India as a respected journalist

and clandestinely get embedded in
the system and receive instructions
from across in planning, coordi-
nating and executing not only pro-
paganda operations but separatist
and even violent terrorist actions.
But for the videos in his cell phone
the latter part of the adversary
agenda would not have surfaced.

The SIA spokesman also
claimed, "The accused Asif Shabir
Naik stayed in Pakistan for almost
3 years along with Shabir Hussian
Naik and Safdar Hussain in HM
camps". 

“Moreover, the major part of
the investigation pertains to
Pakistan. Even when its is com-
prehended that Pakistan author-
ities would not cooperate in assist-
ing this legally mandated investi-
gation, it was thought prudent and
legally warranted to use the tool
of LETTER ROGATORY and
request the Pakistani court of law
seeking information of the activ-
ities of the accused Asif Shabir
Naik while in Pakistan,” he said.
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appointing a retired service
Chief and the name of former
CNS Adm Karambir Singh is
doing the rounds. It’s a sound
decision to remuster a former
Chief and redeploy him. A
CDS other than from the
Army will be reassuring for the
other two services who feel
overwhelmed by the opera-
tional and numerical domi-
nant Army. Also, it will take
the sting out of some of Rawat’s
ill-considered remarks like ‘Air
Force, like artillery, is a sup-
porting arm’. The question in
this ‘resurrection of the retired’
for CDS is why did the govern-
ment have to wait for six
months to do so?

Instead of appointing Gen
Naravane as officiating CDS,
the second option could have
been implemented. Barring
the name of the Admiral,
which has appeared in a per-
sonal blog, no name has been
floated in the mainstream
media.

There is a third option:
kick upstairs one of the three
serving chiefs. Conventional
wisdom would suggest that the
senior-most,  Air Chief
Marshal Vivek Chaudhari  be
made CDS and Permanent
Chairman Chief of Staff. The
government may have consid-
ered other options too. An
option the government elim-
inated quickly was appointing

Gen Naravane as CDS soon
after Rawat or now another
officiating as it did earlier. The
first would have entailed locat-
ing a COAS from its seven
Army Commanders club
(including Army Training
Command) to replace
Naravane. But as I have writ-
ten earlier on this page, that
would have upset the line of
succession - applecart accord-
ing to which Gen Pande would
succeed Gen Naravane after 30
April. Clearly, the government
had its eye on Gen Pande as
COAS and did not wish to cre-
ate another supersession con-
troversy as it had when Gen
Rawat superseded two senior
Generals to become COAS.

In order to have a COAS
of its choice and not disturb
the chain of seniority, the gov-
ernment let a Vice Chief of
Army Staff and an Army
Commander retire by 31
January and another Army
Commander (all senior to
Gen Pande) superannuate on
March 31. In mid-April, with
the grass mowed, Gen Pande’s
appointment as COAS was
announced. Normally the
COAS appointment is made
public three to four months
before he is to assume com-
mand. That obviously could
not happen as three Generals
senior to Gen Pande were in
the way of his promotion.

Much has been written
about Gen Pande’s combat
engineer background and that
he is the first Engineer officer
to breach the red line as COAS.
The balance will come from
Infantry  Lt Gen, BS Raju as
VCOAS. He is professionally
highly rated: served as a mili-
tary advisor in Bhutan, com-
manded the Srinagar Valley
Corp, and was Director-
General of Military Operations.
He is a graduate of Royal
College of Defence Studies
London and will make a great
team-mate for Gen Pande.

By delaying the appoint-
ment of a permanent CDS, the
government may be having
second thoughts on the trans-
formative reform of creating
the Department of Military
Affairs leaving the defence
secretary with just policy and
a peripheral charter. The push-
back from Defence Secretary
to reclaim lost turf is palpable.
The five-month and counting
CDS void created opportuni-
ties for civilian bureaucracy to
restore its ‘control’ over the
military. Still a CDS is urgent-
ly needed.

(The writer, a retired Lt
Gen, was Commander, IPKF
South, Sri Lanka, and founder
member of the Defence
Planning Staff, currently the
Integrated Defence Staff. The
views expressed are personal.)
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Sir — Media reports say that edible oil
prices in India will rise steeply follow-
ing a ban on export announced by
Indonesia last week amid severe short-
ages and high prices in the south-east-
ern region. The Union government says
that it has been keeping a close watch
on the prices of edible oil, but the antic-
ipated price rise may impact its supply
severely.

Edible oil is an indispensable com-
modity in the Indian kitchen. India has
a huge potential to increase its domes-
tic production of edible oil, which can
considerably reduce its import depen-
dence of the same. In August last year,
the Union Government reportedly set
aside a financial outlay of �11,040
crores to promote indigenous cultiva-
tion of palm oil. But this will only add
to the already existing problem of
water scarcity and will trigger conver-
sion of forest areas into palm oil plan-
tations. For a country like India, agri-
culture is the backbone of its econom-
ic system, with two-thirds of the pop-
ulation engaged in farming. Hence,
large-scale adoption of palm oil culti-
vation, which has a long gestation peri-
od, will have a major impact on the eco-
nomic security of our farmers. As a
short-term goal, therefore, traditional
oilseed crops can be grown in less than
100 days as it gives immediate produc-
tivity of other edible oils that can be
expanded  throughout the country 
to attain self-sufficiency, thereby avoid-
ing imports to the maximum extent
possible.

Ranganathan Sivakumar | Chennai
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Sir — A severe accident took place on
May 1 at Vikas Marg of East Delhi's
Shakarpur area where three persons
died and two people got majorly
injured. A car and a motorcycle were
involved in the accident.  Both the vehi-
cles got severely damaged. In many
cases, people don't follow traffic rules
as a habit,  but sometimes they break

rules under pressure. The motorcyclist
was a staff member of Zomato. As a
delivery agent, he has to deliver the
order within a time limit otherwise his
salary will be cut. I am of the view that
the delivery agents should be given
more time for the delivery and people
should understand this situation.

Ishika Sahu | Ujjain 
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Sir —The possibility of renowned
political strategist Prasanth Kishor
floating a new political party is inter-
esting. He had a short stint in active
politics when he joined the Janata

Dal(U)  as General secretary in 2018.
His aspirations to take a key position
in the Congress party have not 
fructified recently. 

Now he made open his interest to
go to people directly and discuss good
governance. It's too early to gauge the
impact of his likely moves. The role of
a marketing specialist is different from
the role of a mass leader. Can he wear
both hats deftly? One should keep 
fingers crossed.

Dr D VG Sankararao | Vizianagaram
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For five months, India did
not have a Chief of
Defence Staff (CDS) after
the tragic death of Gen

Bipin Rawat on  December 9 last
year. COAS Gen MM Naravane,
who was given ‘additional charge’
and appointed ‘officiating’ CDS as
a stopgap measure, retired on
April 30. Gen Manoj Pande took
over as COAS the next day so that
there was no void in the Army
chain of command. But the CDS
post fell vacant as no one has been
appointed permanently or in an
officiating capacity after  April 30.
This deficiency may continue as
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
is traveling abroad and nothing
as significant as appointing a new
CDS, a personal passion for him,
can materialize  till he returns
tomorrow. As  Modi runs a tight
ship, decision-making rests with
PMO. Hence delays in appoint-
ments like CDS and ambas-
sadors. Nepal, a high brand
strategic country in India’s neigh-
borhoods First policy is without
an ambassador.

NSA Ajit Doval who accom-
panies Modi during his foreign
travels and whose sterling hall-
mark enhances with seasons has
added to his titles of ‘spymaster’
and James Bond, the label of
‘grandmaster of geopolitics con-
ferred on him by former
Maldivian President Nasheed.
In short, Doval not Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh will help
Modi in selecting the CDS. Just
two persons constitute the
Appointments committee.

For BJP, CDS was so vital for
national security that it was
included in its election manifesto.
And therefore the fanfare that
accompanied Rawat’s appoint-
ment as the first incumbent.
The Government has not shown
similar urgency in appointing
CDS after Rawat’s demise. The
widely expected elevation of Gen
Naravane to CDS did not happen.
Let us study the options the gov-
ernment might be considering.

The Naravane option may be
ruled out as he has bid adieu to
Supreme Commander of the
Armed Forces, President Kovind.
In the past, the President would
host a dinner for the retiring
COAS. This time it was merely a
call-on. The second option is
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communication, we have forgotten
the power of shared words. The
stories of these temples have
remarkably survived over several
centuries and several generations.
Yet more remarkable is that these
stories are similar across geogra-
phies, with minor variations. The
ability to hold the baton of knowl-
edge and information which our
ancestors had, is something most
of us seem to little appreciate. At
another level, we have also forgot-
ten the power of human memory.
As Lesley Hazelton put it succinct-
ly “it seems ironic that the more lit-
erate we become, the more mem-
ory fades”. Writing has not comple-
mented memory; it has replaced it.
That is when we seem to have lost
the treasure of our spiritual her-
itage. Stories and legends which
were passed down from one gen-
eration to the next, suddenly seem
to have lost their relevance. They
are consigned to fantasy and books
for children. 

When we go back to the earli-
er times, this was their world.
Imagine yourself in village in any
part of India. It is late evening and
the children are huddled around
the lamp (for warmth and light).
There is no other distraction - no
books to read, you don’t play
games in the night and of course
none of what we think are neces-
sities today. The elders narrate sto-
ries from the Puranas - about
Lord Rama, Lord Krishna, Lord
Shiva and the Goddess. The chil-

dren absorb these stories with rapt
attention. This is their world to
explore and experience. Those of
us who have heard stories in our
childhood vividly remember the
story teller not the story writer.
That is the power of narration. And
this narration of the stories of each
of our temples come from collec-
tive memory. These stories contin-
ue to live in the heart and mouth
of each listener. And they pass on
to the next, binding us together as
a collective organism seeking the
meaning of life. 

The legends and myths of our
temples open a fascinating world.
When I started to research and col-
lect these legends, a fascinating new
world opened before me. Stories
started popping out from every
corner. Puranas, epics, local folk-
lore, customs and traditions, stha-
la puranas - all of them mention
about several temples and their
importance in the enriching the
Hindu way of life. It is a very hum-
ble beginning to the stupendous
amount of work waiting to be done
in the field. 

Some people may brush away
the subject of legend and myth stat-
ing that they are in any case not
true. Legend is a story yes, but it is
not just a story. It is a powerful nar-
rative describing the place. It is
immaterial whether a particular
incident happened there or not.
Rather it is the belief that some-
thing like that happened, which
makes the place special. World

over, across centuries, this is how
pilgrims went to holy places. This
is communion with the Divine. 

When one looks at these leg-
ends and stories, one feature is
striking. These stories both human-
ize the divine and divinize the
human. For example, Lord Shiva is
prone to anger and Andal is elevat-
ed to the status of deity in her own
right. This is extraordinary; it
demonstrates that ‘divinity’ is about
a person’s character and behavior.
At one level, it shows that no one
in the universe is infallible. At
another level, by implication, it also
shows that each of us can be
Divine. This, to me, has been the
most important learning from
these stories. The multiplicity of
deities is a manifestation of the
Singularity of the Divine, who is
within each one of us. I look at awe
at how comprehensive our stories
and beliefs are, when I try to
comprehend how seamless is the
integration of the One and the plu-
rality of deities.

Last but not the least is the les-
son of Hope which are there in
these stories and legends. That at
the end of every trial and tribula-
tion, there is a positive outcome
awaiting us. Every story and every
legend stands testimony to this les-
son of hope. As humans we need
to have faith. And that is what sus-
tains us and holds us together.
Without these legends and stories
of hope and miracles, many of us
would find ourselves floundering.
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(The writer is Director
General, Archaeological

Survey of India. 
The views expressed 

are personal.)

Once again, the role of the
Governors has come to
the fore after the Tamil

Nadu state Assembly last week
passed two bills clipping the
powers of the Governor in the
appointment of vice-chancel-
lors. The harmony between the
chief ministers and governors of
non-BJP ruled states has been
disturbed for some time now,
raising questions about gover-
nors’ relevance and role in a
democracy. 

The bitterness has been
usually about the invitation of
the single largest party to form
the Government, fixing dead-
lines for proving the majority in
the House, delaying or stopping
the bills, and public criticism of
the chief ministers, and so on.
Tamil Nadu chief minister late
J. Jayalalithaa was not on talk-
ing terms with the then Tamil

Nadu Governor, Dr. M. Chenna
Reddy.

The Stalin-led DMK 
Government is closely following
the developments in West
Bengal and Kerala (where,
again, the role of the governors
has come under question). It is
also mobilising national atten-
tion towards the debate on the
role and relevance of the office
of Governor in state politics. It
would like to discuss the issue
in the forthcoming non-BJP
chief ministers’ conclave in
Mumbai.  

Speaking in Assembly,
Chief Minister M K Stalin
recalled that the Punchhi
Commission on Centre-State
relations dealt with V.C.
appointments. He noted that the
Commission said “there would
be a clash of functions and pow-
ers” if the choice were authori-

ty to choose the top academi-
cian was to choose wrested
with the Governor.” 

Stalin and Governor R N
Ravi have an increasing con-
frontation. Earlier, while appeal-
ing for the House’s support for
the government’s initiative,
Stalin said Gujarat was the first
State to clip its Governor’s wings
in 2011. Other states like
Telangana, Karnataka, and
Andhra Pradesh had also cut

the powers of the governors.
Last year in December, the
Maharashtra government had
also initiated a similar move.
Rajasthan has undertaken a
similar process by forming a
high-level committee of experts.

There is friction between
governors and chief ministers in
West Bengal,  Telangana,
Maharashtra, Kerala and even
Delhi. 

The Pinarayi Vijayan gov-
ernment in Kerala has demand-
ed that the Centre empower
state legislatures to remove
Governors from their posts if
they fail to uphold constitution-
al values and thwart criminal
prosecution measures.

But this kind of conflict is
not new. The role of Governors
in toppling one government
and installing another is not
new either:  There have been

some bizarre incidents. The
first was in 1959 when the
Nehru Government at the
Centre dismissed the
Namboodripad government
coming under pressure from
Indira Gandhi.  Since then,
there have been other instances
of the Centre dismissing various
governments using the
Governors. In 1967, West
Bengal Governor Dharma Vira
dismissed the Ajoy Mukherjee
government and installed a
Congress-supported the P C
Ghosh government. Ramlal dis-
missing N.T.Rama Rao’s govern-
ment in the united Andhra
Pradesh was a classic case of
how politics played.  In 1989, P
Venkatasubbaiah’s dismissal of
S. R Bommai’s government trig-
gered a legal battle,  and the
1994 verdict of the Supreme
Court is a landmark ruling.

In April 1994, Governor
Bhanu Pratap Singh summari-
ly dismissed D’Souza without
consulting the Centre and went
on to install the controversial
former chief minister, Ravi
Naik, in his place.

As for the role of governors,
the Constituent Assembly was
sharply divided. Ambedkar
described one role that he had
to retain the Ministry in office.
“The second duty which the
Governor has, and must have,
is to advise the Ministry, warn
the Ministry, suggest an alterna-
tive, and ask for a reconsidera-
tion.” The most considerable
discomfort of the state govern-
ments is that a Governor is not
elected but an ‘integral’ part of
the State.

Both President of India and
Governors are not answerable to
the courts for any commission

or omissions while discharging
their official duties. They are
also not responsible to the peo-
ple’s court. Suppose they choose
an unfit person as varsity head;
they can’t even be held account-
able. Elected chief ministers
demand that a uniform policy
be adopted to do away with the
power of governors to appoint
vice-chancellors.

Sarkaria Commission had
recommended consultation
with chief ministers of the
respective states.  It is not done
more often. 

In any case, public criticism
of each other holding top posi-
tions in the states is not desir-
able. The same goes for non-BJP
chief ministers criticising Prime
Minister who is democratical-
ly elected. It is time that there
should be a stop to this kind of
public spat.
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(The writer is a senior 
journalist. The views

expressed are personal.)
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�48������5�78�$��' India is a land of temples. Every vil-
lage, every town, every habitation has
a temple dedicated to one deity or the
other. Going to a temple is not just a

ritual for an average Indian; it is a basic
necessity.  

Temples in India have never been just
that. Even from ancient times, they have
been centres of commerce, art, culture,
education and pivot of social life.
Everything in the community revolved
around the local temple. This is where
prayers were made to Gods and Goddesses
for health, for wealth, for progeny or for
a specific obstacle to be removed or even
for acquiring something valuable. This is
where people met each other, exchanged
news, exchanged views, exchanged gossip,
shared their stories, their difficulties,
solicited each other’s advice and planned
their daily lives. 

In the modern era, much of how we
live has changed. But our attachment to
the temples has not changed as much. We
still go to temples; we still believe in the
power of the deity there; we still solicit the
peace and comfort we get from going to
a temple. Atleast most of us. Why do we
go to a temple? What is so special about
a temple? Is it the deity there? Or is it the
miracles which the deity is supposed to
have performed? Or is it that there is
something more there? Some unsaid,
untold, inexplicable feeling which perme-
ates the place making it sacred? 

All religions and faiths have pilgrim-
age as one of the most defining elements.
Think about it; travelling to Jerusalem to
walk the earth which the Lord walked, is
something any good Christian would live
for. Going to Mecca and completing the
Hajj is something which every practicing
Muslim aspires to, once in his/her life time.
Buddhist and Jain monks come from all
over the world to visit the places where
Lord Mahavira and Gautama Buddha
lived and preached. While in exile and
before formation of Israel, Jews from all
over the world would live on the slender
hope of going back to their Blessed Land. 

What does all this mean? Humans
from times immemorial seek to get
meaning for their existence. Visiting a
temple or a church or a monastery brings
the human close to the divine. That expe-
rience is of the heart. Of the mind. Of
human existence. 

Every year, thousands of Indians tra-
verse the length and breadth of the coun-
try in their journey to visit a temple or
more. Something in that temple draws the
devotee in as much as something draws
the tourist in. There are traditions, legends
and myths behind these temples. These
stories make them what they are. It is what
makes them special and sacred. Without
that legend or myth, that temple is just
another building with four walls. The
myth and the story is what gives the tem-
ple its soul. 

It is a truly humbling experience to
understand the power of these stories. In
the modern world of writing and visual
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British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson on Tuesday

became the first world leader to
address the Ukrainian
Parliament, the Verkhovna
Rada, when he hailed the coun-
try's "finest hour" in the conflict
with Russia.

Setting out details of GBP
300 million in extra military
support, Johnson invoked the
spirit of Britain's war-time
Prime Minister, Winston
Churchill, in his address via
video-link.

The additional military
support will cover radars to
pinpoint the artillery, heavy lift
drones to carry crucial supplies
to isolated forces and thou-
sands of night vision devices as
the UK leader pledged to con-
tinue to support Ukraine with
"weapons, funding and human-
itarian aid".

"This is Ukraine's finest
hour, that will be remembered
and recounted for generations
to come," said Johnson."Your
children and grandchildren
will say that Ukrainians taught
the world that the brute force
of an aggressor counts for
nothing against the moral force
of a people determined to be
free," he said.

"In the coming weeks, we
in the UK will send you
Brimstone anti-ship missiles
and Stormer anti-aircraft sys-
tems. We are providing

armoured vehicles to evacuate
civilians from areas under
attack and protect officials -
what Volodymyr mentioned
to me in our most recent call -
while they maintain critical
infrastructure," he added.

The address follows a sim-
ilar virtual address by Ukraine
President Volodymyr Zelensky
to the Parliament in March,
during which the Ukrainian
leader had also invoked a
Churchillian spirit. Johnson
told parliamentarians that the
UK Parliament met throughout
World War II, just as Ukraine's 

Verkhovna Rada has done
through the conflict with
Russia.

He concluded: "It is about
Ukrainian democracy against
Putin's tyranny. It is about
freedom versus oppression. It
is about right versus wrong. It
is about good versus evil.

"And that is why Ukraine
must win; and when we look at
the heroism of the Ukrainian
people and the bravery of your

leader Volodomyr Zelenskyy -
we know that Ukraine will
win. And we in the UK will do
everything we can to restore a
free sovereign and independent
Ukraine."

Downing Street said the
UK would send 13 specialised
Toyota Land Cruisers to protect
civilians officials at command
posts and help security author-
ities rebuild railways in eastern
Ukraine, where Russian forces
are now concentrated.

UK Foreign secretary Liz
Truss said the steel-plated vehi-
cles, which were requested by
the Ukrainian government,
would also help evacuate civil-
ians fleeing Russian shelling on
the frontline.

"They will arrive there in
the coming days," said Truss.

Meanwhile, official data
claims a total of 86,000 UK
visas have been issued to
Ukrainians fleeing the war
zone and around 27,000
refugees have arrived in the
UK.
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Asenior US official warned
that Russia plans to annex

large portions of eastern
Ukraine later this month, and
the Mariupol steel mill that has
become the city's last strong-
hold of resistance came under
renewed assault a day after the
first evacuation of civilians
from the plant.

Michael Carpenter, US
ambassador to the
Organisation for Security and
Cooperation in Europe, said
Monday that the US believes
the Kremlin also plans to
recognise the southern city of
Kherson as an independent
republic. Neither move would
be recognised by the United
States or its allies, he said.

Carpenter cited informa-
tion that Russia is planning to
hold sham referendums in the
so-called Donetsk and Luhansk
people's republics that would
"try to add a veneer of demo-
cratic or electoral legitimacy"
and attach the entities to
Russia. He also said there were
signs that Russia would engi-
neer an independence vote in
Kherson.

He noted that mayors and
local legislators there have been
abducted, that internet and
cellphone service has been sev-
ered and that a Russian school
curriculum is soon to be
imposed. Ukraine's govern-
ment has said Russia also has
introduced the ruble as cur-
rency there.

In bombed-out Mariupol,

more than 100 people - includ-
ing elderly women and moth-
ers with small children - left the
rubble-strewn Azovstal steel-
works on Sunday and set out in
buses and ambulances for the
Ukrainian-controlled city of
Zaporizhzhia, about 140 miles
(230 kilometers) to the north-
west, according to authorities
and video released by the two
sides.

Mariupol Deputy Mayor
Sergei Orlov told the BBC that
the evacuees were making slow
progress. Authorities gave no
explanation for the delay.

At least some of the civil-
ians were apparently taken to
a village controlled by Russia-
backed separatists. The Russian
military said some chose to stay
in separatist areas, while dozens
left for Ukrainian-held territo-
ry.

In the past, Ukraine has
accused Moscow's troops of
taking civilians against their
will to Russia or Russian-con-
trolled areas. The Kremlin has
denied it.

The Russian bombardment

of the sprawling plant by air,
tank and ship picked up again
after the partial evacuation,
Ukraine's Azov Battalion,
which is helping to defend the
mill, said on the Telegram
messaging app.

Orlov said high-level nego-
tiations were underway among
Ukraine, Russia and interna-
tional organizations on evacu-
ating more people.

The steel-plant evacuation,
if successful, would represent
rare progress in easing the
human cost of the almost 10-
week war, which has caused
particular suffering in
Mariupol. Previous attempts to
open safe corridors out of the
southern port city and other
places have broken down, with
Ukrainian officials accusing
Russian forces of shooting and
shelling along agreed-on evac-
uation routes.

Before the weekend evac-
uation, overseen by the United
Nations and the Red Cross,
about 1,000 civilians were
believed to be in the plant along
with an estimated 2,000

Ukrainian defenders. Russia
has demanded that the fighters
surrender; they have refused.

As many as 100,000 people
overall may still be in Mariupol,
which had a prewar population
of more than 400,000. Russian
forces have pounded much of
the city into rubble, trapping
civilians with little food, water,
heat or medicine.

Some Mariupol residents
got out of the city on their own,
often in damaged private cars.

As sunset approached,
Mariupol resident Yaroslav
Dmytryshyn rattled up to a
reception center in
Zaporizhzhia in a car with a
back seat full of youngsters and
two signs taped to the back
window: "Children" and "Little
ones."

"I can't believe we sur-
vived," he said, looking worn
but in good spirits after two
days on the road.

"There is no Mariupol
whatsoever,'' he said. "Someone
needs to rebuild it, and it will
take millions of tons of gold."
He said they lived just across
the railroad tracks from the
steel plant. "Ruined," he said.
"The factory is gone complete-
ly."

Anastasiia Dembytska,
who took advantage of the
cease-fire to leave with her
daughter, nephew and dog,
said she could see the steel-
works from her window, when
she dared to look out.

"We could see the rockets
flying" and clouds of smoke
over the plant, she said.
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Pope Francis has told an
Italian newspaper that he

has offered to travel to
Moscow to meet  with
President Vladimir Putin to
try to end Russia's war in
Ukraine, but that he hasn't yet
heard back.Francis said he
made the offer about three
weeks into Russia's invasion,
via the Vatican secretary of
state, Cardinal Pietro Parolin.

Popes for decades have
sought to visit Moscow as part
of the longstanding effort to
heal  relat ions with the
Russian Orthodox Church,
which split with Rome more
than 1,000 years ago. 

But an invitation has
never been forthcoming. 

"Of course, it would be
necessary for the leader of the
Kremlin to make available
some window of opportunity.
But we still have not had a
response and we are still
pushing, even if I fear that
Putin cannot and does not
want to have this meeting at
this moment," Francis was
quoted as saying by the
Corriere della Sera newspa-
per. Francis recalled that he
spoke in March with the head
of the Russian Orthodox
Church, Patriarch Kirill, for
40 minutes by videoconfer-
ence and for the first half
"with paper in hand, he read
all of the justifications for the
war. 
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Russia resumed pulverizing
the Mariupol steel mill that

has become the last stronghold
of resistance in the bombed-out
city, Ukrainian fighters said
Monday, after a brief cease-fire
over the weekend allowed the
first evacuation of civilians
from the plant.

Meanwhile, a senior U.S.
Official warned that Russia is
planning to annex large por-

tions of eastern Ukraine this
month and recognize the
southern city of Kherson as an
independent republic.

Michael Carpenter, U.S.
Ambassador to the
Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe, said
that those suspected actions are
"straight out of the Kremlin's
playbook" and will not be rec-
ognized by the United States or
its allies.

In Mariupol, more than

100 people - including elderly
women and mothers with small
children - left the rubble-
strewn Azovstal steelworks on
Sunday and set out in buses
and ambulances for the
Ukrainian-controlled city of
Zaporizhzhia, about 140 miles
(230 kilometers) to the north-
west, according to authorities
and video released by the two
sides.

Mariupol Deputy Mayor
Sergei Orlov told the BBC that
the evacuees were making slow
progress and would probably
not arrive in Zaporizhzhia on
Monday as hoped. Authorities
gave no explanation for the
delay.

At least some of the civil-
ians were apparently taken to
a village controlled by Russia-
backed separatists. The Russian
military said some chose to stay
in separatist areas, while dozens
left for Ukrainian-held territo-
ry.

In the past, Ukraine has
accused Moscow's troops of
taking civilians against their

will to Russia or Russian-con-
trolled areas. The Kremlin has
denied it.

The Russian bombardment
of the sprawling plant by air,
tank and ship picked up again
after the partial evacuation,
Ukraine's Azov Battalion,
which is helping to defend the
mill, said on the Telegram
messaging app.

Orlov said high-level nego-
tiations were underway among
Ukraine, Russia and interna-
tional organizations on evacu-
ating more people.

The steel-plant evacuation,
if successful, would represent
rare progress in easing the
human cost of the almost 10-
week war, which has caused
particular suffering in
Mariupol. Previous attempts to
open safe corridors out of the
southern port city and other
places have broken down, with
Ukrainian officials accusing
Russian forces of shooting and
shelling along agreed-on evac-
uation routes.

Before the weekend evac-

uation, overseen by the United
Nations and the Red Cross,
about 1,000 civilians were
believed to be in the plant along
with an estimated 2,000
Ukrainian defenders. Russia
has demanded that the fighters
surrender; they have refused.

As many as 100,000 people
overall may still be in Mariupol,
which had a prewar population
of more than 400,000. Russian
forces have pounded much of
the city into rubble, trapping
civilians with little food, water,
heat or medicine.

Some Mariupol residents
got out of the city on their own,
often in damaged private cars.

As sunset approached,
Mariupol resident Yaroslav
Dmytryshyn rattled up to a
reception center in
Zaporizhzhia in a car with a
back seat full of youngsters and
two signs taped to the back
window: "Children" and "Little
ones.""I can't believe we sur-
vived," he said, looking worn
but in good spirits after two
days on the road.

"There is no Mariupol
whatsoever,'' he said. "Someone
needs to rebuild it, and it will
take millions of tons of gold."
He said they lived just across
the railroad tracks from the
steel plant. "Ruined," he said.
"The factory is gone complete-
ly."

Anastasiia Dembytska,
who took advantage of the
cease-fire to leave with her
daughter, nephew and dog,
said she could see the steel-
works from her window, when
she dared to look out."We
could see the rockets flying"
and clouds of smoke over the
plant, she said.With most of
Mariupol in ruins, a majority of
the dozen Russian battalion
tactical groups that had been
around the city have moved
north to other battlefronts in
eastern Ukraine, according to
a senior U.S. Defense official
who spoke on condition of
anonymity to describe 

the Pentagon's assessment.
Ukrainian President

Volodymyr Zelenskyy had said

he hoped more people would
be able to leave Mariupol in an
organized evacuation on
Monday. The city council told
residents wanting to leave to
gather at a shopping mall to
wait for buses.

Zelenskyy told Greek state
television that remaining civil-
ians in the steel plant were
afraid to board buses because
they feared they would be
taken to Russia. He said he had
been assured by the U.N. That
they would be allowed to go to
areas his government controls.

Also Monday, Zelenskyy
said that at least 220 Ukrainian
children have been killed by the
Russian army since the war
began, and 1,570 educational
institutions have been
destroyed or damaged. 

In other developments,
European Union energy min-
isters met Monday to discuss
new sanctions against the
Kremlin, which could include
restrictions on Russian oil.
Some Russia-dependent mem-
bers of the 27-nation bloc,

including Hungary and
Slovakia, are wary of taking
tough action.

Thwarted in his bid to
seize Kyiv, the capital, Russian
President Vladimir Putin has
shifted his focus to the Donbas,
Ukraine's eastern industrial
heartland, where Moscow-
backed separatists have been
battling Ukrainian forces since
2014.Carpenter, the U.S.
Ambassador to the OSCE, cited
information that Russia is plan-
ning "sham referenda" in the
so-called Donetsk and Luhansk
"people's republics" that would
attach the entities to Russia. He
also said there were signs that
Russia would engineer an inde-
pendence vote in Kherson.

He noted that local mayors
and legislators there have been
abducted, that internet and
cellphone service had been
severed and that a Russian
school curriculum is soon to be
imposed. Ukraine's govern-
ment has said Russia also has
introduced the ruble as cur-
rency there.
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Aid workers prepared hot
food, wheelchairs and toys

Tuesday for civilians slowly
making their way to relative
safety from the pulverized
remnants of a steel plant in the
city of Mariupol, besieged for
months by Russian forces. 

The plant is the last hold-
out of Ukrainian resistance in
a city that is otherwise con-
trolled by Moscow's forces and
key to their campaign in
Ukraine's east. A senior U.S.
Official warned that Russia is
planning to annex much of the
country's east later this month.

At a reception center,
stretchers and wheelchairs
were lined up, tiny children's
shoes dangled from a shopping
cart and a pile of toys waited

for the first convoy of civilians
whose evacuation is being
overseen by the United Nations
and Red Cross. 

Their arrival would repre-
sent a rare glimmer of good
news in the nearly 10-week war
sparked by Russia's invasion of
Ukraine that has killed thou-
sands, forced millions to flee
the country, laid waste to
towns and cities, and shifted
the post-Cold War balance of
power in eastern Europe.

More than 100 people -
including elderly women and
mothers with small children -
left Mariupol's rubble-strewn
Azovstal steelworks over the
weekend and set out in buses
and ambulances. 

At least some were appar-
ently taken to a village con-
trolled by Russia-backed sep-

aratists. The Russian military
said some chose to stay in sep-
aratist areas. In the past,
Ukraine has accused Moscow's
troops of taking civilians
against their will to Russia or
Russian-controlled areas -
something the Kremlin has
denied.

Others left for the
Ukrainian-controlled city of
Zaporizhzhia, some 140 miles
(230 kilometers) northwest of
Mariupol. It was not clear why
the evacuees' journey was tak-
ing so long, but the convoy
likely had to pass through
heavily contested areas and
many checkpoints.

Mariupol has come to
symbolize the human misery
inflicted by the war. A Russian
siege has trapped civilians with
little access to food, water and

electricity, as Moscow's forces
pounded the city to rubble.
The plant - where about 1,000
civilians sought shelter along
with some 2,000 fighters who
have refused to surrender - has
particularly transfixed the out-
side world.

Mariupol Deputy Mayor
Sergei Orlov told the BBC
that high-level negotiations
were underway among
Ukraine, Russia and interna-
tional organizations on evacu-
ating more people. But Russia
resumed its bombardment of
the sprawling plant by air,
tank and ship after the partial
evacuation, Ukraine's Azov
Battalion, whose fighters are
holed up in the mill, said
Monday on the Telegram mes-
saging app.

After failing to take Kyiv in

the early weeks of the war,
Russia withdrew some of its
forces and switched its focus to
Ukraine's eastern industrial
heartland of the Donbas.
Mariupol lies in the region, and
its capture would deprive
Ukraine of a vital port, allow
Russia to establish a land cor-
ridor to the Crimean
Peninsula, which it seized from
Ukraine in 2014, and free up
troops for fighting elsewhere in
the Donbas.

Michael Carpenter, U.S.
Ambassador to the
Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe, said
Monday that the U.S. Believes
the Kremlin plans to annex
much of eastern Ukraine and
recognize the southern city of
Kherson  as an independent
republic. 

Neither move would be
recognized by the United States
or its allies, he said.

Russia is planning to hold
sham referendums in the
Donetsk and Luhansk regions
in the Donbas that would "try
to add a veneer of democratic
or electoral legitimacy" and
attach the entities to Russia,
Carpenter said. 

He also said there were
signs that Russia would engi-
neer an independence vote in
Kherson.

Mayors and local legisla-
tors there have been abducted,
internet and cellphone service
has been severed and a Russian
school curriculum will soon be
imposed, Carpenter said.
Ukraine's government says
Russia has introduced its ruble
as currency there.
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Germany's conservative oppo-
sition leader was expected to

arrive in Kyiv on Tuesday for
meetings with Ukrainian offi-
cials, as Chancellor Olaf Scholz
made clear he would not be vis-
iting Ukraine any time soon.

Scholz has traded barbs with
Ukrainian officials in recent
weeks because of Kyiv's refusal
to invite Germany's head of
state, President Frank-Walter
Steinmeier, whom Ukraine
accuses of cozying up to Russia 

during his time as foreign
minister.

"It can't work that a country
that provides so much military
aid, so much financial aid ... You
then say that the president can't

come," Scholz told public broad-
caster ZDF late Monday.

Ukraine's ambassador in
Berlin, Andrij Melnyk, respond-
ed Tuesday by calling Scholz's
refusal to visit "not very states-
manlike.""This is about the most
brutal war of extermination
since the Nazi invasion of
Ukraine, it's not kindergarten,"
he said. Opposition leader
Friedrich Merz, who heads for-
mer Chancellor Angela Merkel's
center-right Union bloc, was
expected to meet Ukrainian
Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal,
the chairman of Ukraine's uni-
cameral parliament, Ruslan
Stefanchuk, and other senior
politicians in Kyiv. A meeting
with President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy was not expected.
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The British military says it
believes the Russian mili-

tary is now "significantly weak-
er" after suffering losses in its
war on Ukraine.

The British Defence
Ministry made the comment
Tuesday in its daily statement
on Twitter regarding the war.

It said: "Russia's military is
now significantly weaker, both
materially and conceptually,
as a result of its invasion of
Ukraine. Recovery from this

will be exacerbated by sanc-
tions. This will have a lasting
impact on Russia's ability to
deploy conventional military
force."The ministry added
while Russia's defense budget
has doubled from 2005 to 2018,
the modernization program it
undertook "has not enabled
Russia to dominate Ukraine."

"Failures both in strategic
planning and operational exe-
cution have left it unable to
translate numerical strength
into decisive advantage," the
ministry said.
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On a dusty field on the east
side of Mexico's sprawling

capital, some 500 Ukrainian
refugees are waiting in large
tents under a searing sun for the
United States government to tell
them they can come.

The camp has only been
open a week and 50 to 100 peo-
ple are arriving every day. Some
have already been to the U.S.
Border in Tijuana where they
were told they would no longer
be admitted. Others arrived at
airports in Mexico City or
Cancun, anywhere they could
find a ticket from Europe.

"We are asking the U.S.
Government to process faster,"
said Anastasiya Polo, co-
founder of United with Ukraine,
a nongovernmental organiza-
tion, that collaborated with the
Mexican government to estab-
lish the camp. 

She said that after a week's
time none of the refugees there
"are even close to the end of the
program."

The program, Uniting for
Ukraine, was announced by
the U.S. Government April 21.
Four days later, Ukrainians
showing up at the U.S.-Mexico
border were no longer exempt-
ed from a pandemic-related

rule that has been used to
quickly expel migrants without
an opportunity to seek asylum
for the past two years. 

Instead, they would have to
apply from Europe or other
countries such as Mexico. To
qualify people must have been
in Ukraine as of Feb. 11; have a
sponsor, which could be fami-
ly or an organization; meet
vaccination and other public
health requirements; and pass
background checks.

Polo said U.S. Government
officials had told her it should
take a week to process people,
but it appeared like it was just
beginning. Some of the first

arrivals had received emails
from the U.S. Government
acknowledging they received
their documents and the docu-
ments of their sponsors, but she
had heard of no sponsors being
approved yet.

"These people cannot stay
in this camp, because it is tem-
porary," Polo said. More than
100 of the camp's residents are
children.

Nearly 5.5 million
Ukrainians, mostly women and
children, have fled Ukraine
since Russia invaded its small-
er neighbour on Feb. 24, accord-
ing to the U.N. High
Commissioner for Refugees. 

Giorgi Mikaberidze, 19, is
among the waiting. He arrived
in Tijuana April 25 and found
the U.S. Border closed. He com-
plained that the U.S.
Government had given so little
notice, because many people
like himself were already in
transit. He went from being just
yards from the United States to
some 600 miles (966 kilometers)
now.When the U.S.
Government announced in late
March that it would accept up
to 100,000 Ukrainian refugees,
hundreds entered Mexico daily
as tourists in Mexico City or
Cancun and flew to Tijuana to
wait for a few days - eventually

only a few hours - to be admit-
ted to the U.S. At a San Diego
border crossing on humanitar-
ian parole. 

Appointments at U.S.
Consulates in Europe were
scarce, and refugee resettle-
ment takes time, making
Mexico the best option.

Traveling through Mexico
was circuitous, but a loose-knit
group of volunteers, largely
from Slavic churches in the
western United States, greeted
refugees at the Tijuana airport
and shuttled them to a recre-
ation center that the city of
Tijuana made available for sev-
eral thousand to wait. 
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The District of Columbia
attorney general said

Tuesday that his office had
reached a USD750,000 settle-
ment to resolve a lawsuit that
alleged former President
Donald Trump's inaugural
committee overpaid for events
at the Trump International
Hotel to enrich the former
president's family in the
process.

Attorney General Karl
Racine announced the settle-
ment agreement in the case
against the Presidential
Inaugural Committee, the
Trump Organization and the
Trump International Hotel in
Washington in a tweet on
Tuesday. The document had
not yet been signed by a judge.

The agreement says the
case is being resolved “to avoid
the cost, burden, and risks of
further litigation” and that the
organizations “dispute these

allegations on numerous
grounds and deny having
engaged in any wrongdoing or
unlawful conduct.”

As part of the agreement,
the defendants will pay the
District of Columbia a total of
USD750,000, which will be
used to benefit three nonprof-
it organizations, the settlement
paperwork says.

“We're resolving our law-
suit and sending the message
that if you violate DC nonprofit
law—no matter how powerful
you are—you'll pay,” Racine
said in a tweet.

Racine has said the com-
mittee misused nonprofit funds
and coordinated with the
hotel's management and mem-
bers of the Trump family to
arrange the events. He said one
of the event's planners raised
concerns about pricing with
Trump, the president's daugh-
ter Ivanka Trump and Rick
Gates, a top campaign official
at the time.
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The fire burning pine forests
about 10 miles (16 kilome-

ters) away from Priscilla
Crespin's home is the largest
wildfire in the U.S. And the first
to force the 81-year-old to
leave the small northeastern
New Mexico community where
she has spent nearly all her life.

Crespin left her home in Las
Vegas, New Mexico in the
foothills of the Rocky Mountains
on Monday because smoke from
the fire wasn't good for her
asthma, her children were grow-
ing concerned and other fami-
ly members who live nearby
were making plans to leave.

On Tuesday, wind gusts of
up to 50 mph (80 kph) were
predicted to fan the blaze,
making for extremely danger-
ous conditions and tough work
for firefighters that is expected
to last through the weekend.

“We are very concerned
about very significant fire
growth today,” said David Craft,

a National Weather Service
fire meteorologist in
Albuquerque.

When Crespin's daughter
showed up to take her to
Albuquerque, fire crews were
conducting fire prevention
measures to try to make
Crespin's home safer if flames
approach it — cutting down
trees, raking pine needles and
spraying water on properties in
the area near her home. She
grabbed clothes, photos and
essential documents.

“It's awful. It scares you,”
Crespin said as she was driven
away from her hometown.
“You don't know when it's
going to get to the houses.”

Even though no evacua-
tions were ordered for the
town of 13,000 people, the
blaze that has charred 228
square miles (590 square kilo-
meters) in New Mexico's pine-
covered mountainsides and
burned at least 172 homes has
prompted some residents to
flee.
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Sri Lanka's main Opposition
party SJB on Tuesday hand-

ed over to the parliamentary
Speaker motions of no-confi-
dence against the SLPP coali-
tion government and embattled
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa,
even as the government
announced the appointment of
a Cabinet sub-committee to
look into the proposal for a new
Constitution.

“We met the Speaker at his
residence and handed over
two no-trust motions, the first
one against the President under
Article 42 of the Constitution
and the other against the gov-
ernment," Samagi Jana
Balawegaya (SJB) General
Secretary Ranjith Madduma
Bandara said.

Article 42 stipulates that
the President is responsible to
Parliament for the exercise,
performance and discharge of
his functions.

Madduma Bandara said
the party wants the motion to
be taken quickly. The
Parliament meets tomorrow
for the first of eight sittings this

month.
The SJB said they would

field a candidate for the post of
Deputy Speaker of Parliament.
The position has fallen vacant
with the resignation of the
incumbent Ranjith
S i y a m a b a l a p i t i y a .
Siyamabalapitiya is part of the
SLFP of the former President
Maithripala Sirisena which had
split from the SLPP coalition.

The main Tamil party
along with the former prime
minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe's United
National Party's (UNP) are to
jointly move a no trust motion
against the president, which
would imply that the House
had lost confidence in the
President.

Experts said if the govern-
ment would be defeated in the
SJB motion, Prime Minister
Mahinda Rajapaksa and the
Cabinet would have to resign.
The TNA/UNP motion has
no legal binding for the
President to resign.

The TNA/UNP motion
against the President has no
legal binding on him to resign.
“This problem can only be

solved if either the President or
the Prime Minister resigned. It
is up to them to make a deci-
sion," former prime minister
Wickremesinghe said.

Under the Article 38 of the
Constitution, a president can be
removed only if he/she volun-
teered to resign or through the
long process of impeachment.

Over the weekend a flurry
of political meetings took place
as Mahinda Rajapaksa declined
to resign in order to make way
for a unity government for an
interim period. The powerful
Buddhist clergy also demand-
ed Rajapaksa's resignation to
make way for an interim gov-
ernment.

On Tuesday, the govern-
ment announced the appoint-
ment of a Cabinet sub-com-
mittee to look at the proposal
for a brand new Constitution.

Prime Minister Mahinda
Rajapaksa had proposed to
amend the Constitution to cre-
ate an accountable adminis-
tration that met the people's
aspirations, amid large scale
protests against the govern-
ment over its handling of the
economy.
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Somalia's al-
S h a b a b

Islamic extrem-
ist rebels have
attacked a mil-
itary base of the
African Union
T r a n s i t i o n
Mission in
Somalia, witnesses told The
Associated Press.

The attack started early
Tuesday when a vehicle
rammed into the fence sur-
rounding the base and explod-
ed in El-Baraf, a strategic town
150 km (93 miles) northeast of
the capital Mogadishu in the
Middle Shabelle region, resi-
dents said.

Residents said they heard
massive explosions at the base
followed by gunfire.

“While we were preparing
to perform the dawn prayer, we
heard two loud explosions that
hit the base...Followed by a
heavy exchange of gunfire
between the militants and
Burundi troops that lasted for

almost an hour,” Abshir Ali, a
resident of El-Baraf said by
phone.

Somalia's state media con-
firmed the attack and said the
Burundi soldiers at the base
repulsed it. Officials have not
given an estimate of the num-
bers killed in the battle.

Plumes of smoke rose from
the camp during the fierce
gun battle that forced some res-
idents to flee the town, said res-
idents. Helicopters from the
African Union force were used
to help the Burundi soldiers
maintain control of the camp,
they said.

Somalia's al-Shabab Islamic
extremist rebels claimed
responsibility for the attack.
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The leaders of Finland and
Sweden have indicated that

their governments haven't yet
decided whether to join NATO,
but stressed close security
cooperation with other
European countries in the face
of Russia's aggression against
Ukraine.

Speaking Tuesday after a
meeting with German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz near
Berlin, Finland's Prime
Minister Sanna Marin said
“Russia's attack on Ukraine
has changed our security envi-
ronment completely” and there
was “no going back.”

“We have to decide on
whether to apply for NATO
membership or continue on
our current path,” she said.
“That is the discussion we are
having now in our national
parliament.”

Her Swedish counterpart,
Magdalena Andersson, said
the Nordic nation's parliament
is conducting a security review
that will be presented on May
13.

“The analysis includes
future international defense
partnerships for Sweden,

including a discussion on
NATO, and all options are on
the table,” she said.

“While our respective secu-
rity arrangements are of course
decided nationally, we coordi-
nate very closely with Finland,”
Andersson added.

NATO chief Jens
Stoltenberg has said both coun-
tries would be welcomed if they
decide to join the 30-nation
military organization and could
become members quite quick-
ly.

The foreign ministers of
NATO's member countries are
scheduled to meet in Berlin on
May 14-15. 

___
KEY DEVELOPMENTS

IN THE RUSSIA-UKRAINE
WAR:

— US official says Russia
plans to annex parts of eastern
Ukraine

— Civilians rescued from
Mariupol steel plant head for
safety

— Push to arm Ukraine
putting strain on US weapons
stockpile

— UEFA removes more
Russian soccer teams from its
competitions

Follow all AP stories on

Russia's war on Ukraine at
https://apnews.Com/hub/rus-
sia-ukraine

OTHER DEVELOP-
MENTS:

LJUBLJANA, Slovenia —
A group of 20 children from an
orphanage in Luhansk, eastern
Ukraine has arrived in Slovenia
where they will stay until the
end of the war.

Officials said Wednesday
that the children are mostly
toddlers who travelled togeth-
er with orphanage staff, doc-
tors, nurses and their families.

The group will be staying
near the western town of
Postojna and will be granted
temporary protection status in
the small European Union
country. Local civil protection
commander Sandi Curk says
“the arrival was quite emotion-
al.” Curk says there have been no
problems along the route and
that the trip lasted for 24 hours.

BRATISLAVA, Slovakia —
Slovakia's energy minister says
the country is not ready to join
a European Union embargo on
imports of Russian oil as part
of a new package of sanctions
to be imposed on Russia for its
invasion of Ukraine.
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The British Army is investi-
gating a security breach by

an intruder posing as a priest
at the barracks for guards who
are stationed to protect the
Queen at Windsor Castle in
south-east England.

Reports of the breach last
week emerged in ‘The Sun' on
Tuesday, which said the police
were alerted last Wednesday
morning after an unknown
man spent time at Victoria
Barracks in Sheet Street,
Windsor, while Queen
Elizabeth II was at
Sandringham Estate for her
96th birthday break. 

The barracks are home to
“The Coldstream Guards”,

recognised by their red jackets
and black bearskin hats and
who have a ceremonial role as
protectors of Windsor Castle
and Buckingham Palace. 

The man allegedly spent
the previous night eating and
drinking with senior officers
before being offered a bed for
the night, despite showing no
identification or 
credentials.

"This is just an extraordi-
nary breach of security,” the
newspaper quoted a source as
saying.

“The guy turned up at the
gate in the evening and said his
name was Father Cruise and
claimed to be a friend of the
battalion's Padre Rev Matt
Coles. He was invited in and

offered something to eat in the
Officer's Mess,” the source 
said.

"Within a couple of hours,
he was drinking with the offi-
cers in the bar and telling
them stories of how he had
served in Iraq. 

He was telling lots of tall
stories and the lads were enjoy-
ing his banter and having a few
drinks," the source added. A
spokesperson for the British
Army said a thorough investi-
gation has been launched into
the incident.

"The Army takes this
breach of security extremely
seriously and it will be thor-
oughly investigated as a matter
of priority," the spokesperson
said. 
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Pakistan's former interior
minister Sheikh Rashid

Ahmed has claimed that oust-
ed premier Imran Khan is
ready to discuss the holding of
early elections with Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif, as he
made a strong case for clearing
"misunderstandings" between
the ruling and opposition par-
ties. Rashid, who heads the
Awami National League-
Pakistan, is a key alliance part-
ner of the Pakistan Tehreek-i-
Insaf (PTI).

PTI activists are set to
launch a mega-march to the
federal capital, here, from all
corners of the country at the
end of the month, demanding
dates of early elections, Dawn
News reported. Rashid said
the demonstrations should be
limited to convincing the
Election Commission of
Pakistan to hold early polls and
no other state institution
should be attacked.

"I have started efforts yes-

terday to remove misunder-
standing between them (PTI
and the ruling Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz),” Rashid was
quoted in an article published
in VOA News on Monday.

“I am in favour of peace
with the Army, but in case of
‘war' I will stand by Imran
Khan,” Rashid said.

He said Khan was ready to
hold talks with the Sharif gov-
ernment for early general elec-
tions, but it required the guar-
antee of “powerful quarters'', an
indirect reference to the pow-
erful military establishment.

Imran Khan, 69, the coun-
try's 22nd prime minister, was
unceremoniously removed
from office through a no-con-
fidence vote in early April,
becoming the first premier in
Pakistan's history to be ousted
through a no-trust motion.

PML-N leader Shehbaz
Sharif, 70, assumed the office
of the prime minister on April
11. The term of the current
House ends in August, 
2023.
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Stars impersonating stars,
New York City architecture

and names of historic women
embroidered on designer
gowns... This year's Met Gala
was all about that and more.

The theme of the Met Gala
2022 was 'In America: An
Anthology of Fashion', the sec-
ond part of the Costume
Institute's exhibition, which
opened on September 18. 

The first part of the exhi-
bition was reflected in last
year's theme, 'In America: A
Lexicon of Fashion', which was
in celebration of all things
American Fashion.

The colour palette was ruled
by dresses and suits in classic
black and white, with a few
sprinkles of red, pink, blue, and
metallic gold and silver. Kim
Kardashian attended the Met
Gala in one of Marilyn Monroe's
most iconic dresses as the real-
ity TV personality appeared on
the red carpet with actor-comic
boyfriend Pete Davidson. 

Kardashian was dressed in
Monroe's nude gold-beaded
body hugger, designed by Jean
Louis, that the late cinema
icon wore when she sang happy
birthday to President John F
Kennedy 60 years ago.
Channelling her inner Marilyn,
"The Kardashians" star also
dyed her hair blonde.

Actor Blake Lively posed for
the shutterbugs in an Atelier
Versace gown, with actor-hus-
band Ryan Reynolds who was
dressed in a brown velvet suit
from Ralph Lauren. For her look,
Lively drew inspiration from the
Statue of Liberty, the Empire
State Building and the blue ceil-
ing of Grand Central Station.

Decked up in a black Ralph
Lauren design, singer-song-
writer Alicia Keys paid homage
to her native New York City
with a cape etched with small
hand-placed crystals showcas-
ing the city's skyline. She was
accompanied by her husband,
record producer Swizz Beatz,
also a fellow New Yorker, who
wore a New York sports jacket.
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Veteran actor Jeff Daniels is
set to play the lead role in

Netflix's upcoming series "A
Man in Full", to be directed by
Regina King.

According to Variety, the
drama is based on the Tom
Wolfe novel of the same 
name.

In the series, when Atlanta
real estate mogul Charlie
Croker faces sudden bank-
ruptcy, political and business
interests collide as he defends
his empire from those attempt-
ing to capitalise on his fall from
grace.

The show, written by David
E Kelly, had received a straight-
to-series order at the streamer
in November last 
year. 
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Around the world, Muslims
are being targeted with

violence, US President Joe
Biden said on Monday assert-
ing that Muslims make
America stronger every single
day even as they still face real
challenges and threats in the
society that they live in.

At a White House reception
to celebrate Eid al-Fitr, Biden
said he has appointed the first
Muslim to serve as Ambassador-
at-Large for International
Religious Freedom.

“It's especially important
because today, around the
world, we're seeing so many
Muslims being targeted with
violence.  No one, no one
should discriminate against
oppressed or be oppressed for
their religious beliefs,” he said

to applause from the select
gathering at the White House.

Arooj Aftab, a Pakistani
vocalist and composer, was
one of the speakers at the
event along with First Lady Jill
Biden and Dr. Talib M. Shareef,
Imam of Masjid Muhammad,
known as ‘The Nation's
Mosque' in Washington, DC.

“Today, we also remember
all those who are not able to
celebrate this holy day, includ-
ing Uyghurs and Rohingyas
and all those who are facing
famine, violence, conflict, and
disease,” Biden said.

“And honour the signs of
hope and progress toward the
world we want to see, includ-
ing the ceasefire, which allowed
the people in Yemen to honour
Ramadan and celebrate Eid in
peace for the first time in six
years,” he added.
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The lasting impact of a
severe COVID-19 infec-

tion on the brain in areas such
as memory, attention, or prob-
lem solving may be equivalent
to 20 years of ageing, a UK
study reports on Tuesday.

The new research, led by a
team of scientists from the
University of Cambridge and
Imperial College London, sug-
gests that cognitive impair-
ment as a result of severe
COVID-19 is similar to that
sustained between 50 and 70
years of age and is the equiva-
lent to losing 10 IQ points.

“Cognitive impairment is
common to a wide range of
neurological disorders, includ-
ing dementia, and even routine
ageing, but the patterns we saw
– the cognitive 'fingerprint' of
COVID-19 – was distinct from

all of these,” said Professor
David Menon, from the
Division of Anaesthesia at the
University of Cambridge, the
study's senior author.

The research, published in
the journal ‘eClinicalMedicine',
indicates the effects are still
detectable more than six months
after acute illness and that any
recovery is very gradual.

“Tens of thousands of peo-
ple have been through intensive
care with COVID-19 in
England alone and many more
will have been very sick, but not
admitted to hospital,” said
Professor Adam Hampshire,
from the Department of Brain
Sciences at Imperial College
London.

“This means there are a
large number of people out
there still experiencing prob-
lems with cognition many
months later. We urgently need

to look at what can be done to
help these people,” he said.

According to the
researchers, this is the first time
that such rigorous assessment
and comparison has been carried
out in relation to the after-
effects of severe COVID-19.
There have been growing reports
that COVID-19 can cause last-
ing cognitive and mental health
problems, with recovered
patients reporting symptoms
including fatigue, “brain fog”,
problems recalling words, sleep
disturbances, anxiety and even
post-traumatic stress disorder
(PTSD) months after infection.

The researchers behind the
latest study analysed data from
46 people who received in-hos-
pital care, on the ward or
intensive care unit, for COVID-
19, 16 of whom were put on
mechanical ventilation during
their stay in hospital. 
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China's Liaoning aircraft
carrier group has

embarked on a “realistic com-
bat” training mission in the
Western Pacific, the Chinese
navy said Tuesday.

In a posting on its social
media site, the navy said the
mission is routine, adhers to all
international laws and practices
and is “not directed at any third
parties." However, the mission
underscores the growing role of
China's naval forces as Beijing
seeks to supplant the U.S. As
the preeminent military power
in Asia. 

China operates the world's
largest navy by number of
ships, while the U.S. Maintains

an edge in aircraft carriers and
nuclear submarines as well as
in numbers of bases and allies
in the region, where the com-
petition is focused on the
strategically vital South China
Sea. The Liaoning was origi-
nally purchased as a hulk from
Ukraine and entirely refur-
bished. 

China has since added a
second entirely home-built car-
rier, the Shandong, and is
believed to be at work on at
least two more. 

Exercising under realistic
wartime conditions has
become a focus of China's mil-
itary in recent years, in appar-
ent recognition of its lack of
combat experience going back
four decades.
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President Joe Biden on
Tuesday blasted what he

called a “radical” leaked draft
opinion suggesting the Supreme
Court is poised to overturn the
landmark 1973 Roe v Wade
case that legalised abortion
nationwide, warning that a
“whole range of rights” are in
jeopardy if it holds. Speaking to
reporters before boarding Air
Force One, Biden said he hoped
the draft wouldn't be finalised
by justices, contending it
reflects a “fundamental shift in
American jurisprudence" that
threatens “other basic rights”
like privacy and marriage.
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Exports rose by 24.22 per cent
to a monthly record high of

USD 38.19 billion in April on
account of healthy performance
by sectors like petroleum prod-
ucts, electronic goods and
chemicals, even as trade deficit
widened to USD 20 billion
during the month, the com-
merce ministry said on Tuesday.  

Imports during the month
under review grew by 26.55 per
cent to USD 58.26 billion. The
trade deficit in April 2021 was
at USD 15.29 billion.

Oil imports during the
month rose by 81.21 per cent to
USD 19.5 billion. Coal, Coke
and Briquettes imports jumped
to USD 4.8 billion as against
USD 2 billion in April 2021.

Gold imports, however,
dipped to USD 1.68 billion
during the month under review
from USD 6.23 billion in April
2021.

Engineering goods exports
increased by 15.38 per cent to
USD 9.2 billion while petrole-
um products exports soared
113.21 per cent to USD 7.73 bil-
lion.

However, gems and jew-
ellery exports dipped by 2.11
per cent to USD 3.3 billion.

Commenting on exports,
FIEO President A Sakthivel
said that the "highest-ever
exports" of over USD 38 billion,
during the first month of the
fiscal, shows the continuous
impressive performance of the
exports sector. 

"The benefits of the newly
signed FTAs and the PLI
Scheme will further help us in
building on the milestones
achieved during the previous
fiscal," he said.
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Economists on Tuesday are
not convinced about the lat-

est monthly unemployment
data released by the Centre for
Monitoring India Economy
(CMIE), particularly about the
statistics of the rural areas.

They asserted that it is dif-
ficult to get the real picture of
unemployment from the
methodology used by the
CMIE to get the data.

The overall unemployment
rate in India has increased to
7.83 per cent in April 2022 as
compared to 7.60 per cent in
the previous month, CMIE
said in its report.

The unemployment rate
in urban areas was higher at
9.22 per cent compared to 8.28
per cent in March. In rural

areas, the unemployment rate
was at 7.18 per cent in April
compared to 7.29 

per cent in the previous
month, the data released on
Monday showed.

Economist Ajitava
Roychowdhury said that CMIE
conducts monthly surveys of
more than 44,000 households
in urban and rural India. 

"If someone says on the day
of the survey that he is doing
something, for example, mobile
hawking or rag picking, this
person is considered as
employed," he said.

But, the professor of eco-
nomics at Jadavpur University
said, the International Labour
Organisation (ILO) has said
that only those who are doing
"decent" jobs should be marked
as employed. 

According to the ILO,
decent work sums up the aspi-
rations of people in their work-
ing lives.

It involves, among other
things, opportunities for work
that is productive and delivers
a fair income, security in the
workplace and social protection
for families, and better
prospects for personal devel-
opment and social integration.

"The CMIE does not dif-
ferentiate between those who
are in decent jobs and those
who are not. If the ILO crite-
ria of decent jobs are applied,
the unemployment rate will be
much higher," Roychowdhury
said. 

It is difficult to get the true
picture from the CMIE data, he
said.

A source in the CMIE,

however, said that the method-
ology followed by the agency is
very stringent and surveys are
conducted daily from early
morning to evening.

Those who are not sure of
getting an occupation during
the day are asked whether they
had got one the previous day.
If the answer is no, they are cat-
egorised as unemployed, the
source said.

Commenting on the CMIE
data, economist Abhirup
Sarkar said these fluctuations
show that there is still uncer-
tainty in the economy. 

"These fluctuations are
normal in a matured economy.
There is also an element of sta-
tistical error. So, it is very dif-
ficult to come to a conclusion
on the real picture of the econ-
omy," Sarkar said.
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The auspicious day of
Akshaya Tritiya has begun

on a strong note as jewellers are
witnessing good footfalls and
being a public holiday on
Tuesday, consumers are flock-
ing to the stores early before the
temperature soars.

"Jewellers across the coun-
try have opened their stores
early across the country and
there is a strong momentum in
footfalls since morning. There
has been positive sentiment in
the market since the last 10-15
days and we expect it to con-
tinue on the day of Akshaya
Tritiya. We expect to do 25-30
tonne business on this auspi-
cious day," All India Gem and
Jewellery Domestic Council
Vice Chairman  Shyam Mehra
told PTI.

Asked if the high prices
will become a hurdle on sales
on this Akshaya Tritiya, he said,
gold prices have come down to
around Rs 50,500 per 10 gram
from Rs 55,000-58,000 per 10
gram, giving boost to con-
sumer sentiment.

"It usually takes around 10-
15 days for people to accept
price movement. And since the

prices have come down, there
is generally a positive sentiment
in the market, which is expect-
ing gold prices 

to rise going forward. This
will also help boost sales," he
added.

Echoing similar views,
PNG Jewellers managing direc-
tor and CEO Saurabh Gadgil
said footfalls are strong and are
expected to grow as the day
progresses for the next 1-2
hours.

"We are expecting a good
number of people before it
becomes too hot in the after-
noon. This will again pick up
in the evening as the temper-
ature cools down. Being a bank
holiday,  footfalls are not
restricted to office hours and
people are coming to the stores
at their ease," he added.

Kalyan Jewellers Executive
Director Ramesh
Kalyanaraman said gold-buy-
ing as a tradition has been an
integral part of Akshaya Tritiya
and this coupled with the ongo-
ing wedding season, has creat-
ed a positive market senti-
ment."Though earlier Akshaya
Tritiya was more of a South and
East centric occasion, we are
now seeing it being celebrated

at a pan-India level. After two
years of lockdown or partial
lockdown, this year 100 per
cent of our showrooms are
operational. Offline purchases
still account for a significant
majority of sales for the jew-
ellery industry, and we are
expecting robust customer
footfalls across our show-
rooms," he added.

This Akshaya Tritiya will
be fruitful for the industry, set-
ting new milestones with
respect to demand for gold jew-
ellery, he added.

CaratLane COO and co-
founder Avnish Anand, on the
occasion of Akshaya Tritiya,
said with the consumer senti-
ment improving with each
passing day, the purchasing

capacity of the Indian market
has increased this year due to
the pent-up demand for the
season.

CaratLane is definitely
expecting a significant growth
in terms of traffic, footfalls and
conversions this Akshaya
Tritiya owing 

to not just the pent-up
demand but also due to its dig-
ital first omni channel strategy,
which increases the efficiency
of the consumers both online
and offline, he said.

"Additionally, the traffic is
expected to grow by 11 per cent
and average selling price (ASP)
has grown by 23 per cent since
February 2022, which was
another good season for us," he
added. 
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Insurance behemoth LIC on
Tuesday said it has gar-

nered a little over Rs 5,627
crore from anchor investors 

led primarily by domestic
institutions ahead of its mega
initial public offering (IPO).

Anchor Investors' (AIs)
portion (5,92,96,853 equity
shares) was subscribed at Rs
949 per equity share, the
insurer said in an early morn-
ing filing to exchanges.

Out of the allocation of
about 5.9 crore shares to AIs,
4.2 crore shares (71.12 per
cent) were allocated to 15
domestic  mutual  funds
through 99 schemes, the fil-
ing said.

Besides, investment was
made by some domestic
insurance companies and
pension funds. Some of the
prominent names in this cat-
egor y included ICICI
Prudential Life Insurance,
SBI Life Insurance, Kotak
Mahindra Life Insurance,
PNB Metlife Insurance, SBI
Pension Fund and UTI

Retirement Solutions Pension
Fund Scheme.

Foreign participation
included Government of
Singapore,  Monetar y
Authority of  Singapore,
Government Pension Fund
Global and BNP Investment
LLP.

As per the prospectus,
out of the 22.13 crore shares
offered for sale, 5.93 crore
shares were reserved for
anchor investors.

The government by dilut-
ing 3.5 per cent stake in LIC
would raise Rs 21,000 crore,
the biggest ever IPO in the
Indian market.  The previous
such high fundraising was
seen in the IPO of Paytm in
2021 at Rs 18,300 crore and
Coal India in 2010 at Rs
15,200 crore.

The price band for LIC

IPO is Rs 902-949 per equity
share.

Policyholders will get a
discount of Rs 60 per equity
share, while retail investors
and employees will get a dis-
count of Rs 45 on each share.

Of the total shares on
offer, over 9.88 crore shares
are reserved for qualified
institutional buyers and over
2.96 crore shares for 

non-institutional buyers.
Up to 15,81,249 shares and
2,21,37,492 shares are
reserved for employees and
policyholders.

LIC would get listed and
start trading on the stock
exchanges on May 17.

LIC's embedded value,
which is a measure of the con-
solidated shareholders' value
in an insurance company, was
pegged at about Rs 5.4 lakh

crore as of September 30,
2021, by international actu-
arial firm Milliman Advisors.

Based on investor feed-
back, the market value of
government-owned LIC has
been pegged at 1.1 times its
embedded value or Rs 6 lakh
crore.

LIC was formed by merg-
ing and nationalizing as many
as 245 private life insurance
companies on September 1,
1956, with an initial capital of
Rs 5 crore.Its product portfo-
lio comprises 32 individual
products (16 participating
products and 16 non-partic-
ipating products) and seven
individual optional rider ben-
efits. The insurer's group
product portfolio comprises
11 group products.

As of December 2021,
LIC had a market share of
61.6 per cent in terms of pre-
miums or GWP, 61.4 per cent
in terms of new business pre-
mium, 71.8 per cent in terms
of the number of individual
policies issued, and 88.8 per
cent in terms of the number
of group policies issued. 

9�����

�
��H�I1J�������#����������

���
���
�����,!�����
�
��
�
�
���
��


%0��������
���������
��
���
�

����
�����
�������
�����5<P��
����������
�
�	
�
��������
�����
�$�������
�4�
4QPR��������
��
�����������������+��P��
�
�

����� -.#��.%/0

Driven by the early arrival of
summer and intense heat

wave, residential air condi-
tioner makers are looking for-
ward to a record sales of around
90 lakh units this year, said
Consumer Electronics and
Appliances Manufacturers
Association on Tuesday.

Already, in April the indus-
try has clocked the sale of
around 17.5 lakh units, which
is also an all-time high for the
month.

However, the availability of
certain products could be an
issue in the next couple of
months as manufacturers may
not be in a position to supply
their entire range of models to
meet market demand, espe-
cially the energy-efficient 5-star
range, due to high demand and
supply constraints of compo-
nents such as controllers and
compressors, said Eric
Braganza, president of CEAMA
(Consumer Electronics and
Appliances Manufacturers

Association).
"At an industry level, the

estimated sales of residential
ACs (Air Conditioners) in the
month of April 2022 is around
1.75 million units. The sales are
double compared to April 2021
and 30-35 per cent over April
2019 figures," Braganza told
PTI.

This displays a "staggering
growth" as compared to the
pre-pandemic levels, he added.

"The growth can be attrib-
uted to the opening up of mar-
kets along with the sweltering
heat wave across the country,
and going by the trend, the
demand for air conditioners
will be good even in May and
June as well," Braganza added.

About expectations for
2022, he said, "Based on the
severe summer and the sales
trends in the first four months,
the AC market this year is
expected to be between 8.5 mil-
lion and 9 million units. It will
be the highest ever."

Braganza, however, cau-
tioned that the availability of

certain products could be an
issue in the next couple of
months and the industry could
experience shortages, as there
are supply issues of controllers
and compressors especially
from China, while the demand
for more energy-efficient ACs
are very high.

"... Manufacturers may not
be in a position to supply their
entire range of models to meet
market demand, especially the
energy-efficient 5-star range,"
he said.

Besides, the CEAMA pres-
ident also said there could be
a price hike of around 4-5 per
cent to protect margins as
input costs have increased sub-
stantially."In the last 18-20
months, the consumer appli-
ance/durable goods industry
has seen a price increase of up
to 15 per cent. With the con-
tinued rise in raw material,
crude oil and global freight
rates, many manufacturers will
increase their pricing in the
range of 2-4 per cent in the
coming months," he said.
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Ajump in advertising could
lead to an increase of up to

25 per cent in print media rev-
enues in FY23, but pressure
from higher newsprint costs
because of Russia's Ukraine
invasion will dent profitability,
a report said on Tuesday. 

The operating profit mar-
gins for print media players can
narrow by up to 3 percentage
points in FY23, the report by
India Ratings and Research
said.

The agency said about 60
per cent of the newsprint used
in FY21 was imported and
added that since the invasion
began in late February, import-
ed newsprint prices have
jumped by up to 80 per cent,
and could soar further in the
next six months due to the
absence of imports.  

A gradual increase in the
supply from domestic sources,
in an extended period of
absence of imports, should
keep the prices under check, it

said, adding that in the first ten
months of FY22, prior to the
war, imports accounted for
about 52 per cent of the over-
all newsprint consumed, which
was lowest in a decade. 

In FY21, Russia accounted
for the highest share of this at
38 per cent, followed by 26 per
cent from Canada. 

During FY21, newsprint
requirement nearly halved to
about 1.1 million tonnes, fol-
lowing the decline in the cir-
culation volumes and low pag-
ination post the COVID-19
outbreak, the agency said, esti-
mating that the same has
increased marginally in FY22.  

"While a recovery of cir-
culation volumes and higher
advertisement volumes shall
lead to an increase in the
newsprint consumption during
FY23, it is unlikely to revert to
the levels of about 2.1 million
tonnes (FY20), given the sub-
stantial drop in the circulation
volumes during FY21 and
slower recovery in FY22," it
added. 

However, on the positive
side, there are factors which
will be helping narrow the
impact on profit margins as
well, the agency said, pointing
to increase in advertisement
revenue, stock-up of imported
newsprint at a lower cost in the
recent past and cost optimisa-
tions. 

It said print media players
derive about two-thirds of their
overall revenue from adver-
tisement income, while circu-
lation revenue and other oper-
ating income account for the
balance one-third. Hence, 

advertisement revenue is
directly linked to economic
activities and growth. 

On the back of overall
growth in economic activities
and an increase in the ad
spends from key sectors, adver-
tisement revenue is estimated
to increase 25-30 per cent in
FY23, while circulation revenue
will grow by up to 12 per cent,
it said, adding that this will
translate into an overall revenue
growth of 20-25 per cent. 
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Adani Green Energy Ltd
(AGEL) has received the

approval of shareholders for the
issuance of over two crore
shares worth around Rs 3,850
crore on a preferential basis to
Green Energy Investment
Holding RSC Ltd.

The current principal
shareholder of Green Energy
Investment Holding RSC Ltd is
IHC Capital Holding LLC.

At the Extra-Ordinary
General Meeting (EGM) con-
vened on Tuesday, sharehold-
ers approved the issuance of
equity shares on preferential
basis to Green Energy
Investment Holding RSC Ltd,
according to a regulatory filing.

In a separate filing, the
company said it has executed a
Share Subscription Agreement
(SSA) on Monday with Green
Energy Investment Holding
RSC Ltd for the issuance and
allotment of 2,00,18,198 equi-
ty shares of face value of Rs 10
each of the company to the
investor on preferential basis.

The 2,00,18,198 equity
shares will be issued at a price
of Rs 1,923.25 each (at a pre-
mium of Rs 1,913.25 per equi-
ty share), the filing said.

The total issue size works
out to be around Rs 3,850
crore.

The deal is a part of the 7.3
billion dirhams (USD 2 billion)
investment to be made by the
UAE's International Holding
Company (IHC) in three Adani
Group companies.

IHC will invest Rs 3,850
crore in AGEL, Rs 3,850 crore
in Adani Transmission Ltd
(ATL), and Rs 7,700 crore in
Adani Enterprises Ltd (AEL).
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Tata group firm Titan
Company Ltd on Tuesday

reported a 7.21 per cent
decline in its consolidated net
profit at Rs 527 crore in the
fourth quarter ended March
2022.

It had posted a net prof-
it of Rs 568 crore in the
January-March quarter of
FY21, Titan Company said in
a regulatory filing.

Its total income was up
4.25 per cent to Rs 7,872
crore during the period under
review as against Rs 7,551
crore in the corresponding
period of the preceding fiscal.

The company's revenue
from sales of products was
down 1.14 per cent to Rs
7,267 crore in the fourth quar-

ter of FY22 as against Rs 
7,351 crore a year ago.
Titan's total expenses were

at Rs 7,165 crore in Q4 of
FY22, up 5.04 per cent from
Rs 6,821 crore a year ago.

"Q4 FY22 ended with a
satisfactory performance
despite partial lockdowns,
volatility in gold prices and
uncertainty in a fragile geo-
political situation," said Titan,
adding, "Excluding bullion
sale, revenue declined by 2 per
cent compared to Q4 FY21."

Titan's revenue from jew-
ellery segment stood at Rs
6,843 crore in the January-
March quarter of FY22, up
2.47 per cent against Rs 

6,678 crore in the corre-
sponding quarter a year ago.

Revenue from watches
and wearables also increased

11.8 per cent to Rs 625 crore
against Rs 559 crore in the
same period of previous fiscal. 

Eyecare revenue was at Rs
134 crore, up 5.51 per cent
against Rs 127 crore in Q4
FY21.

The company also report-
ed a 63.57 per cent increase in
its revenue from others seg-
ment in the January-March
quarter at Rs 229 crore as
against Rs 140 crore a year
ago.

For the entire fiscal year
ended March 2022, Titan's
consolidated net profit stood
at Rs 2,198 crore. This was up
over two-fold from 

Rs 974 crore, the report-
ed net profit of financial year
2020-21.

The company's total
income was at Rs 29,033 crore

in 2021-22. This was 32.99 per
cent higher than Rs 21,830
crore in the year-ago period.

Titan managing director
C K Venkataraman said:
"Despite frequent disruptions
in the quarter owing to Covid
wave 3 and other geo-politi-
cal factors, the quarter has
been satisfactory in terms of
growth and profitability."

The company is well pre-
pared and looking forward to
an exciting Q1 with all its
stores ramped up for a much-
awaited Akshaya Tritiya 

festival this year.
"With the international

expansion in GCC markets
and the first Tanishq store
coming up in the US, we are
gearing up to touch new 

horizons in FY23," he
added.
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Tata Steel on Tuesday post-
ed a 37 per cent jump in

consolidated net profit at Rs
9,835.12 crore for the quarter
ended March 2022, mainly on
account of higher income.

The steel  major had
reported a net profit of Rs
7,161.91 crore in the year-ago
quarter, it said in a BSE filing.

During January-March
2022, Tata Steel's total income
jumped to Rs 69,615.70 crore
from Rs 50,300.55 crore ear-
lier.

Total expenses rose to Rs
57,635.79 crore from Rs
40,102.97 crore in the
January-March period of
2020-21. 
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The world needs more art &
more artists. If numbers are

anything to go by then India
will soon turn into a perform-
ing arts powerhouse as indi-
cated by a study by Kafqa
Academy. 

The study found that
India's performing arts market
is worth as much as $3.8bn and
has an addressable market size
of 26 million users in the 8-25
age range alone, a 7 per cent
penetration of the population
with significant scope for
growth. Comparatively, in the
US, penetration of dance learn-
ing alone stands at 7.4 per cent.
The market is also expected to
grow to $7 billion by 2027. 
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Affordable housing finance
companies' (AHFCs) loan

book is likely to expand by 17-
20 per cent in the current finan-
cial year, supported by the gov-
ernment's higher focus on hous-
ing and a favourable tax regime,
says a report.As on December 31,
2021, the total loan book of
AHFCs stood at Rs 66,221 crore
and constituted about 6 per cent
of the overall housing finance
companies (HFCs) loan book.

"We expect the loan books
for affordable housing finance
companies (AHFC)s to grow by
17-20 per cent in FY2023, driven
by factors like largely under-pen-
etrated market, favourable
demographic profile, govern-
ment trust on housing and a
favourable regulatory/tax regime
that support the growth outlook,"

rating agency Icra Ratings said in
a recent report. Its Vice President
(Financial Sector Ratings)
Manushree Saggar said after
witnessing a moderation in the
loan book growth in Q1 of
FY2022, the growth for AHFCs
picked up again in Q2 and Q3
FY2022, with their disburse-
ments reaching 85-90 per cent of
the peak levels seen in the fourth
quarter of FY2021."As a result,
the AHFCs reported a 14 per
cent (year-on-year) growth as on
December 31, 2021. Overall,
while the growth has moderat-
ed over the long-term average, it
continues to remain higher than
the overall housing finance
industry average," she said.

The agency said the second
wave of the Covid-19 pandem-
ic exerted pressure on the asset
quality indicators of AHFCs
and delinquencies, especially in

the softer buckets (0-30, 30-60
and 60-90 days past due, i.E.
Dpd) shot up significantly. 

However, with improvement
in collection efficiency in Q2 and
Q3 FY2022, the delinquencies in
the softer buckets moderated, it
said.         At the same time, the
reported gross NPAs/stage 3
percentage increased as entities
aligned their reporting with the
clarification issued by the RBI on
Income Recognition, Asset
Classification and Provisioning
(IRACP) norms. The 30 days
past due for some AHFCs
declined from 9 per cent as on
June 30, 2021 to 6.8 per cent as
on December 31, 2021 while the
reported GNPA/Stage 3 per-
centage marginally increased
from 4.2 per cent as on June 30,
2021 to 4.3 per cent as on
December 31, 2021, the report
said. 
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Carlo Ancelotti admitted on
Tuesday that Real Madrid
will have to gamble if they
are to come from behind to

beat Manchester City in the semi-
final of the Champions League.

Madrid trail 4-3 after a thrilling
first leg in Manchester last week as
they look to pull off another come-
back and reach the club's first
Champions League final since 2018.

"If we sit deep, we won't concede
99 shots and if we get into their box
they are going have a go at us but

sometimes you have to take risks,"
Ancelotti said in a press conference
ahead of the second leg on
Wednesday.

"In these games we have scored
a lot — four against PSG, five
against Chelsea, three against City
— so we have the quality to take
risks."

Real Madrid showed resilience
and fight to come from behind
against both Paris Saint-Germain in
the last 16 and Chelsea in the quar-
ter-finals, but Ancelotti said they will
need more than just character to
defeat City.

"You don't get to a final only
with your heart," Ancelotti said.
"Personality is an important part but
you need individual quality, collec-
tive commitment — you need all
this to reach a final, one of these
things won't be enough to get to the
final."

Luka Modric said the players are
convinced they can go through as
Real Madrid chase a 14th European
Cup.

"We are very confident that we
can come back, because we know
that in the first match we did not
play our best game and we still

scored three goals," Modric said.
"We have the quality and char-

acter and the history of this club,
having the most Champions League
titles, also makes a big difference."

Real Madrid celebrated winning
their 35th La Liga title on Saturday,
as the players rode an open-top bus
to meet thousands of fans at the city's
Plaza Cibeles, despite the second leg
against City being just four days
away.

"We really wanted to go to
Cibeles because it had been a long
time since we could celebrate a title
with our fans," Modric said. "We

enjoyed it but as soon as it ended, we
were focused on tomorrow's game.

"It was a beautiful day and that's
it, the season is not over."

Ancelotti confirmed that Real
Madrid defender David Alaba will
miss the game through injury and
will be replaced by Nacho
Fernandez. But Casemiro is fit again,
handing Madrid a significant boost
in midfield.

"Casemiro will help us,"
Ancelotti said. "His return reinforces
us defensively. I think we are going
to see an improvement from the first
leg."
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Thomas Müller has extended his contract with
Bayern Munich until 2024, it was announced

on Tuesday, with the Germany international set
to spend his entire professional career at the
Bundesliga champions, who he joined as a 10-
year-old.

"The journey we have taken together since
I joined the youth team in 2000 has been a fan-
tastic success story so far," said Müller, 32, who
won a record 11th league title with the Bavarians
this season.

"So let's continue it together," added the 2014
World Cup winner, who has made 112 appear-
ances for Germany since his international
debut in 2010.

Müller as well as top-scorer Robert
Lewandowski, Bayern captain Manuel Neuer
and winger Serge Gnabry, were due to be out
of contract in 2023.

He is the first of the quartet to extend their
deals amid speculation Lewandowski could leave
at the end of the season with Barcelona report-
edly a possible destination.

Since turning pro with Bayern in 2008,

Müller has made 624 appearances, scoring 226
goals and creating 242 more.

He was also part of Bayern squads which
won the Champions League title in both 2013
and 2020.
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Real Madrid coach Carlo
Ancelotti has said that he will

"probably" retire when he leaves the
La Liga champions, but is prepared
to stay at the Santiago Bernabeu for
several years.

The 62-year-old Italian became
on Saturday the first coach in his-
tory to win all five of Europe's top
leagues this season with Real, who
also face Manchester City on
Wednesday in their Champions
League semi-final second leg.

"After Real, yes, I probably
stop," Ancelotti told Prime Video in
an interview partially broadcast on
Tuesday.

"But if Real keep me here for 10
years, I'll coach here for 10 years."

The Italian is under contract
with the Spanish giants until 2024,
after rejoining the club for a second

spell in charge last year from
Everton. Ancelotti said that he
wants to spend more time with his
family and travel, but did not rule
out potentially leading a national
team at the 2026 World Cup in the
United States, Mexico and Canada.

"I would like to spend time with
my grandchildren, go on holiday
with my wife," he added. "There are
so many things that I have neglect-
ed and that I would like to do...

"Yes, there could be a national
team but that's premature for the
moment."

Ancelotti was the Italy assistant
coach during their run to the 1994
World Cup final in the USA, where
they lost to Brazil on penalties.

He is bidding for a fourth
Champions League title this season,
after two triumphs with AC Milan
in 2003 and 2007 and success dur-
ing his first stint in Madrid in 2014.
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Manchester United took
the sting out of their fans'

latest protest against the Glazer
family as they eased to a 3-0
win against Brentford on
Monday.

Ahead of a summer of
change for troubled United,
Ralf Rangnick's side won for
just the second time in seven
games to keep the atmosphere
from turning toxic at Old
Trafford.

Bruno Fernandes struck
early in the first half and
Cristiano Ronaldo converted a
second half penalty before
France defender Raphael
Varane bagged his first goal for
United.

Despite winning their last
home game of the season,
United remain in sixth place in
the Premier League with two
games left.

They sit five points adrift of
the top four with no realistic
hope of qualifying for next sea-
son's Champions League.

"In possession that was
one of our best performances

this year. It was the type of per-
formance we wanted to show to
our supporters," Rangnick said.

Rangnick was in charge of
his last home game as United
interim manager before the
recently-hired Erik ten Hag
arrives from Ajax to start his

rebuilding job next season.
After such a wretched run,

United needed a fast start to lift
the gloom a little and they took
just nine minutes to go in
front.

Anthony Elanga beat
Brentford's offside trap as he

raced onto Diogo Dalot's pass.
He reached the ball just

before it went out for a goal-
kick and whipped a superb
cross towards Fernandes, who
volleyed home from six yards
for his first league goal since
February.

After several listless dis-
plays, this was a more energetic
effort from United and Juan
Mata fired narrowly wide from
Ronaldo's flamboyant pass.

Ronaldo won a penalty in
the 60th minute as he powered
past Rico Henry and was
crudely barged to the turf by
the Brentford defender.

Picking himself up,
Ronaldo sent David Raya the
wrong way from the spot.

The Portugal striker has
scored nine of United's last 11
league goals, taking his tally for
the season to 24 in all compe-
titions.

With the United fans'
much-hyped walk-out just sec-
onds away, Varane volleyed
the third goal from a corner in
the 72nd minute.

That appeared to take the
sting out of the revolt, with
Mata and Nemanja Matic --
both likely to leave in the
close-season -- departing to
standing ovations when they
were substituted.

It was a rare feelgood
moment in a season of strife at
Old Trafford.
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Record-breaking Aleksandar
Mitrovic reached 43 goals in

a season by scoring twice as
Fulham clinched English foot-
ball's second-tier Championship
title with a 7-0 thrashing of
Luton on Monday.

London club Fulham were
already assured of promotion to
the Premier League after last sea-
son's relegation even before they
kicked off in their final home

game of the current campaign.
And they gave fans at

Craven Cottage even more to
celebrate against the outclassed
Hatters.

Fulham captain Tom
Cairney opened the scoring
with a powerful strike in the
29th minute before Kenny Tete
doubled the lead from long
range 10 minutes later.

Any hopes promotion-chas-
ing Luton had of making a
comeback then evaporated dur-

ing a cascade of Fulham goals in
the second half.

Fabio Carvalho made it 3-
0 before Mitrovic scored his
42nd league goal of the cam-
paign to equal Portsmouth hero
Guy Whittingham's record of
most goals in a second-tier
campaign, set in the 1992-93
season.

Bobby Decordova-Reid and
Jean-Michael Seri fired Fulham
further ahead before Mitrovic
tapped in his second goal of the
game. Luton's heaviest defeat of
the season dropped them down
to sixth position, the last of the
play-off places. The top two are
guaranteed automatic promo-
tion, with the other Premier
League place decided by play-
offs involving the teams finish-
ing third to sixth.

Victory over Reading in
their final game of the season
will see Luton into the play-offs
but anything less and they could
be overhauled by
Middlesbrough.
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Salernitana maintained their
bold bid for Serie A survival

on Monday with a 1-1 draw at
Atalanta which pulled them
closer to safety.

Mario Pasalic's 88th-
minute leveller denied
Salernitana a fourth straight
win after Ederson had poked
them ahead just before the half
hour but the draw moved them
to within two points of Cagliari,
who sit just outside the relega-
tion zone.

Davide Nicola's team host
Cagliari this coming Sunday
after playing their game in
hand with Venezia on
Thursday.

Fans packed into the away
end applauded their team off
the pitch after their long trip to
the far north of Italy was
rewarded with a spirited perfor-
mance.

Atalanta keeper Juna
Musso did well to keep out
efforts from Emil Bohinen and
Lassana Coulibaly early in the
second half but the away side
tired and had to hang in the face

of persistent Atalanta attacks.
Gian Piero Gasperini's side

showed why they have only
won four times at home all sea-
son and were saved from an
embarrassing defeat by Croat
Pasalic's low drive.

They sit eighth and are
struggling for a place in Europe
next season after looking like
title challengers before the turn
of the year.

Before their recent unbeat-
en run Salernitana had been
rooted to the bottom of Serie A
for almost the entire season,
and should Salernitana stay up
it would be the second miracle
escape act of coach Nicola's
career after he saved Crotone
five years ago.

Under his charge Crotone
won six of their last nine match-
es of the 2016/17 season, losing
just one, and climbed out of the
drop zone on the final day of
the campaign.

Now the 49-year-old has a
real chance of saving a team
which in December looked like
it might be kicked out of the
league as the club struggled to
find a new owner.
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Ashleigh Barty's retirement in March
when she was women's tennis num-

ber one and just 25 years old is a "weird
one to explain", South African cricket leg-

end AB de Villiers said before they team
up for a golf event.

Three-time Grand Slam winner Barty
has already taken one break from tennis,
playing cricket instead for Brisbane Heat
during the 2015-16 Women's Big Bash.

But this time around, the exit appears
to be final.

"It is a weird one to explain," de
Villiers said. "I think the best answer is
that every person has their own way of
manoeuvring through their career, some
as long as possible.

"The whole world respects her deci-
sion. I would like to think stepping away
can be a relief but it is an incredible age
to retire at."

De Villiers says he has not had sec-
ond thoughts since bringing down the
curtain on his stellar career which saw
him captain South Africa in all three for-
mats.

"I feel relief sitting here," he said.
"I am feeling quite happy I made the

right decision even if I miss the game and
will be forever grateful to the sport.

"But similar to Ash there is a peace
of mind where I am at.

"I am really happy to look back on my
career with fond memories.

"There are no regrets. Yes, I made
mistakes but no regrets."
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Indian paddlers, including star
player Manika Batra, on

Tuesday made massive gains in
the ITTF world rankings after
the sport's governing body
approved changes to the points
system.

Manika attained a career-
high singles ranking of 38 with
a jump of 10 spots while G
Sathiyan was the best placed
Indian male at 34 in the latest
ITTF rankings.

Veteran Sharath Kamal,
who last week won his 10th
national title, also gained a place
to be world No 37 while Sreeja
Akula, who won her maiden
national title in Shillong, gained
as many as 39 places to be
ranked 68th.

At No 66 is Archana
Kamath, who has made a big
leap from 92nd position.

While Sharath and Sathiyan
are the only two Indian male
players in the top-100, there are
four Indians in the women's
standings. The jump in their
rankings come after the ITTF
decided to remove "initial
points", which were introduced
in 2020, to determine the rank-
ings.

In the men's doubles, G
Sathiyan and Harmeet Desai are

ranked 28th in the while the pair
of Sathiyan-Sharath is placed in
35th position.

Manika and Archana are
ranked fourth in the women's
doubles section while Sutirtha
Mukherjee and Ayhika
Mukherjee are in 29th spot.

In the mixed doubles,
Manika and Sathiyan are ranked
sixth while Manav Thakkar and
Archana Kamath are 22nd. 
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Gyaneshwari Yadav clinched
the Silver medal while com-

patriot V Rithika finished third
to give India a double podium
finish in the women's 49kg cat-
egory at the IWF Junior World
Weightlifting Championships
in Heraklion, Greece.

Chattisgarh lifter
Gyaneshwari produced a total
effort of 156kg (73kg+83kg) to
take home the Silver metal on
Monday night.

The 18-year-old Rithika, on
the other hand, heaved 6 kgs less
than her compatriot — 150kg
(69kg+81kg) to bag the Bronze
medal in a depleted 10-lifter

field.
Tokyo Olympics Bronze

medallist and strong favourite
Windy Cantika Aisah of
Indonesia was crowned the
champion in the category thanks
to her total effort of 185kg
(83kg+102kg).

The gulf between the
Indonesian lifter, who won the
Asian and world junior titles last
year, and the 19-year-old
Gyaneshwari was a whopping
29kg with Aisah even declined
to take her final attempt.

It is the same weight divi-
sion in which Mirabai Chanu
won a Silver at the Tokyo
Olympics, with an effort off
202kg (87kg+115kg).
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grass is greener for
golf team-mate Barty

ABD hopes
grass is greener for
golf team-mate Barty
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Chennai Super Kings' frag-
ile bowling vis-a-vis

Royal  Challengers
Bengaluru's struggling batting line-up put the
sides on an even keel as the two heavyweights
face-off in an important mid-table clash of the
IPL here on Wednesday.

In cricket, when two strong and equally
performing teams have a match-up, it promis-
es a great contest but when two sides with spe-
cific weak-links are pitted against each other
it makes the contest all the more exhilarating.

Sample this. In 10 games that RCB has
played so far, only six half-centuries have been
recorded and out of them two belongs to skip-
per Faf du Plessis, which is a testimony to
below-par batting show in the tourney.

In nine games that CSK have played so far,
there hasn't been a single bowler (pacers
and spinners), who has bowled at an
economy rate of less than 7.50 runs
an over. The best economy rate is
of Mahesh Theeksana (7.54) while
Dwayne Bravo (14 wickets) and
Mukesh Choudhary (11 wickets)
have had poor economy rates of
8.73 and 9.82 runs per over.

The match also becomes an
enticing one as Virat Kohli
has finally found some
form going his way and
Mahendra Singh
Dhoni is
back in the
saddle and
would do every-
thing under his control to plot the
downfall of India's best batter. Dhoni's
return as CSK skipper replacing an out-
of-sorts and more so bereft of ideas
Ravindra Jadeja, proved beneficial as they
outscored a formidable Sunrisers
Hyderabad, keeping their campaign
alive with six points from nine games.

While RCB are still on fifth
place with 10 points from as

many games, they seemed to
have lost a bit of momentum
with three back-to-back defeats
primarily due to shoddy batting
shows.

They have been all-out for season's low-
est score --68 -- and have also failed to chase
a modest target of 145 in another game.

Even in their last game versus Gujarat
Titans, Kohli's 58 off 53 balls was one of the
reasons that RCB failed to score more than 170,
which was below-par on a good batting track.

In Kohli (186 runs in 10 games) and skip-
per Du Plessis (278 from 9 games), RCB have
one of the scariest of opening pairs but it has-
n't really translated into big performances.

Young Rajat Patidar, after a below-par last
season, has shown some spark but the likes of
Dinesh Karthik (218 from 10 games) and
Glenn Maxwell (157 from 7 games) perhaps

will need to do more than what they are cur-
rently contributing.

On Wednesday, RCB will face a
bowling line-

up which
isn't  an
intimidat-

ing one with
rookie Choudhary

or Simarjeet Singh, still
trying to find feet in an
elite league and the
most experienced
spinner Ravindra
Jadeja having com-
pletely lost form due
to leadership burden,
which he was forced to
relinquish.

In such a backdrop,
whoever wins will only
add to the 'mid-table
muddle' as most teams
between six to 10 poit-
nts are clubbed togeth-

er making it an inter-
esting next four
weeks.
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Shikhar Dhawan struck a fine half-
century as error-prone Punjab
Kings finally produced a clinical

performance to beat Gujarat Titans by
eight wickets and end the IPL table
leaders' five-match winning streak
here on Tuesday.

Pacer Kagiso Rabada snared four
wickets as Punjab Kings restricted for-
midable Gujarat Titans to a below-par

143 for eight after Hardik Pandya
opted to bat first.

Punjab, who made a mess of what
should have been a straightforward
chase in their last game, learned from
their mistakes to pace the innings
much better and overcome the target
in 16 overs.

Dhawan (62 not out off 53 balls)
scored his third half-century of the sea-
son and got good support from Sri
Lankan Bhanuka Rajapaksa (40 off 28),

who entertained with five fours and a
six.

As one of the senior batters in the
team, Dhawan took the responsibili-
ty of finishing the game for his team
and he did that with elan.

Skipper Mayank Agarwal dropped
himself down the order to accommo-
date Jonny Bairstow (1) at the top of
the order but the move did not work.

However, the 87-run stand
between the left-handers, Dhawan
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Ben Stokes says he wants to lead a team of
"selfless" cricketers as he plots England's

revival after being named as the new Test cap-
tain.

The 30-year-old all-rounder was
appointed to the role last week after
Joe Root stood down following a five-
year reign that culminated in a
string of painful defeats.

Stokes, who was vice-captain to
close friend Root, takes over with
England having won just one of their
past 17 Tests and the team bottom of the
World Test Championship table.
Stokes's first match in charge is
against reigning world Test
champions New Zealand, the
land of his birth, at the start
of a three-Test series at
Lord's on June 2. He
accepts turning England's
fortunes around will be
tough.

"It is a challenge,
especially after the last
few years," the Durham
star told Sky Sports at the
northeast county's
Riverside headquarters on
Tuesday. "There's a lot that
needs to change, not only on
the field, and those discussions

will be had." Stokes is an aggressive, all-action
pace-bowling all-rounder, renowned for his
fierce commitment to the team and he appears
keen to mould a side in his own image. "I want
to have selfless cricketers who make decisions
based on what they can do to win a game in that
given time," he said. "You're always judged on

winning games, and the decisions I make are
based around the best thing to do to

give us that chance. "I want to have
10 other guys with me who are in
that same mindset."

Stokes, for all his on-field
success, has known turbulent
times in his career as well.

He was arrested after a late-
night incident in Bristol in
September 2017 and then
missed a tour of Australia before
being cleared of a charge of
affray. 

"There's a lot of things that
I've gone through since I became
a professional cricketer, and

those experiences I feel are
positive in this new role
that I've got," Stokes told the
BBC in a separate interview.

"I've been through a lot
of goods and have been
through a lot of bads and I

feel like I can relate to both
sides of what this sporting

life can throw at you."
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Former New Zealand captain Daniel
Vettori and South African spinner

Imran Tahir reckon that wides and
height no-balls should also come under
the DRS scanner as umpires' call sparked
fresh debate during Rajasthan Royals' IPL
match against Kolkata Knight Riders
here.

Defending 18 runs from the last two
overs, Royals skipper Sanju Samson was
visibly upset by umpire Nitin Pandit's
three wide calls despite considerable
movement from the batters — Rinku
Singh and Nitish Rana — on a couple of
occasions in the penultimate over on
Monday.

Samson then went on to ask for a
review when the ball was miles away
from the bat in his sarcastic way of
protest.

It sparked a fresh debate for call of
wides and waist height no-balls for
review with the Kiwi former all-rounder
speaking up on the issue once again.

"I don't think there was any thought
of it actually being out... Absolutely (play-
ers should be allowed to review wides).
The players should be able to decide in
such crucial matters," Vettori, a former
Royal Challengers Bangalore coach,
told ESPNCricinfo.Com.

"Today it is a little bit different where
it always looked like KKR are going to
win. But we have sat here so many times
and seen decisions go against bowlers

that are so close and the umpire has got
it wrong. "So therefore the players
should have some avenues towards rec-
tifying those mistakes. That's why DRS
was brought in: to rectify mistakes. I
would like to see that happen. And play-
ers are very good judges of that. They get

it right more often than not."
According to the ICC rule 22.4.1 on

wides, "The umpire shall not adjudge a
delivery as being a Wide, if the striker,
by moving, either causes the ball to pass
wide of him/her, or brings the ball suf-
ficiently within reach to be able to hit it

by means of a normal cricket stroke."
Rajasthan Royals were involved in

yet another controversy -- this time
involving a no-ball in their match
against Rishabh Pant-led Delhi Capitals.

Chasing a mammoth 223, Delhi
needed 36 from the final over and
Rovman Powell upped the ante, smash-
ing three sixes in a row.

The third six came off a waist-high
full toss but the on-field umpires did not
call it a no-ball, nor did they choose to
refer it.

It led to unprecedented scenes in the
Delhi dugout as Pant started calling back
the players and their assistant coach
Pravin Amre stepped on the pitch in a
blatant violation of the Code of Conduct.

Echoing similar sentiments, former
Chennai Super Kings all-rounder Tahir
said: "Yeah why not (review)... There is
not much for bowlers in the game. When
batters are hitting you all over, you don't
have much choice than bowling wide
yorkers or bowling wide leg breaks. If
that becomes a wide, you are in trouble."

"But look, it was a close call. Samson
was a little bit frustrated. It was a 50-50
thing. I don't think it should be a big
issue. Kolkata played well, and they were
going to win it. But yeah there should be
a review that a player can go for," he
added.

The KKR duo of Rana and Singh
scored 17 runs in the penultimate over
to seal a seven-wicket win with five balls
to spare. 
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Kolkata Knight Riders batter
Nitish Rana said having

plied his trade in the IPL for
considerable number of years,
he is now trying to adapt to the
role of an anchor, which was on
full display against Rajasthan
Royals here.

Rana, who hit an unbeaten
48, anchored the 153-run chase
on a slow-paced Wankhede
wicket to help KKR beat RR by
seven wickets on Monday and
snap their five-match losing
streak.

"A lot of things depend on
factors like opponent team and
what total we are chasing and
what number I am batting. I
have been playing IPL for seven-
eight years now and trying to
perform the anchor or main
player.

"I have been successful till
date and hope that in the com-
ing matches, I play such innings
for the team," Rana said at the

virtual post-match press confer-
ence.

"...The role which the team
is giving me according to match
situation, I am trying to bat like
that. Today, I had to play the

anchor's role. 
"I knew that if I was there

at one end, then things would
become easy for us with players
like Rinku, Andre Russell, and
Anukul (Roy) waiting in the

wings. So we had depth in bat-
ting but my role was to play
from one end so that we could
easily chase the target," he
added.

Rana also heaped praise
on young Rinku Singh, who
played an unbeaten 42-run
cameo of 23 balls.

He said his efforts to calm
down a "hyper" Rinku yielded
rich dividend for KKR.

"I am very happy for the
way he (Rinku) batted as I
know him for 5-6 years and he
has worked a lot, scored in every
domestic season. The way he
was batting, I knew he would do
something big for our team
once he gets the chance," said
Rana.

"When he walked in to bat,
I tried to calm him as I know he
is a little-hyper and told him (if)
we bat, we can finish the game
in any over. I am very happy for
him and hopefully he will con-
tinue batting the same way for
KKR and himself," he added.
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The IPL final will be played in
Ahmedabad on May 29

while the Women's T20
Challenge exhibition event will
be held in Pune from May 23-
May 28, the BCCI confirmed on
Tuesday.

As PTI reported last month,
the IPL Qualifier 1 and

Eliminator will be held in
Kolkata on May 24 and 25
respectively while Qualifier 2
and final will be played in
Ahmedabad on May 27 and
May 29 in front of capacity
crowd.

"Qualifier 1 will be held in
Eden Gardens, Kolkata on 24th
May followed by the Eliminator
on 25th May. The Narendra
Modi Stadium in Ahmedabad
will host Qualifier 2 and the
TATA IPL final on 27th and
29th May respectively," said the
BCCI in a statement.

After the BCCI Apex
Council meeting last month,
president Sourav Ganguly had
said that the Women's T20
Challenge will be held in
Lucknow but it has been moved
to Pune. Three matches will be
played before the final on May
28. The three-team event did not
take place last year. The BCCI is
planning a five or six team
Women's IPL from 2023. 
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Nicholas Pooran has been
named as the replacement

of Kieron Pollard, who retired
recently, as the new captain of
West Indies' ODI and T20I
teams. Pooran had already
served as Pollard's deputy over
the last year and has also been
a stand-in captain leading West
Indies against Australia in a

T20I series in 2021.
"Shai Hope has been rec-

ommended to stand as vice-
captain of the ODI team," said
a statement from Cricket West
Indies (CWI).

Commenting on the
appointment, Pooran was quot-
ed as saying, "I am truly hon-
oured to be appointed captain
of the West Indies team. I am
following the footsteps of sev-
eral giants of the game who
have created an amazing lega-
cy for West Indies cricket. This
is indeed a prestigious role, a
pivotal position in the West
Indian society, as cricket is the
force that brings us all West
Indians together. To be named
captain is indeed the highlight
of my career so far and I want
to drive the team forward to
accomplish great things on the
field for our fans and loyal sup-
porters."

Pooran will take over full-
time captaincy from West
Indies' tour of Netherlands
later this month. 
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and Rajapaksa, ensured Punjab got home
comfortably.

Liam Livingstone (30 not out off 10)
displayed some brutal hitting towards the
end of the chase and smashed premier
India pacer Mohammad Shami for four
sixes including a monstrous 117m hit over
deep square leg. The 16th over going for
30 runs also gave a big boost to PBKS' net
run rate.

It was a much-needed win for Punjab,
who have struggled for consistency this
season with five wins and as many losses.

For Gujarat, who are set to make the
play-offs, it was a timely wake-up call to
fix their batting issues, especially at the top
of the order. They have had somebody or
the other to bail them out of tough situa-
tions but it was not the case on Tuesday.

Earlier, Sai Sudharsan's unbeaten 65 off
50 balls was the saving grace in Gujarat's
innings as Punjab bowlers conceded only
11 fours and two sixes.


