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The highly contagious Delta
or a different coronavirus

strain might re-emerge to take
the shape of an outbreak this
summer as the Omicron sub
variants may burn themselves
out in the next couple of
months, a modelling study
conducted in Israel has warned.

The finding, published in
the journal Science of The
Total Environment, suggests
that while Delta wiped out the
variants that preceded it,
Omicron has not eliminated
the deadly variant which could
re-emerge.

Researchers from Ben-
Gurion University of the Negev
(BGU) in Israel developed sen-
sitive arrays that can differen-
tiate variants from each other
in wastewater which continues
to give indications of where the
coronavirus is active, even
when PCR and rapid testing of
people declines.

They monitored sewage in

Beer-Sheva city of Israel from
December 2021 to January
2022 and noticed a “disturbing
interaction” between the
Omicron and Delta variants.

The researchers built a
model which predicts Omicron
is burning itself out while Delta
is just biding its time. 

“Of course, there are a lot
of factors involved, but our
model indicates there could be
another outbreak of Delta or
another coronavirus variant
this summer,” said professor
Ariel Kushmaro from BGU in
a statement. 

Until now, the researchers
said, whenever a new, domi-
nant, variant appeared, it over-
powered its predecessor after a
short parallel period.

However, in contrast to
the expected dynamics where-
upon the Delta variant dimin-
ishes as Omicron variant
increases, results received from
wastewater detection indicated
a cryptic circulation of Delta
even with the increased levels

of Omicron, they said.
“According to the devel-

oped model, it can be expect-
ed that the Omicron levels
will decrease until eliminated,
while the Delta variant will
maintain its cryptic circula-
tion,” the authors of the study
noted. “If this comes to pass,
the mentioned cryptic circula-
tion may result in the reemer-
gence of a Delta morbidity
wave or in the possible gener-
ation of a new threatening
variant,” they added.

According to the
researchers, including Karin
Yaniv from BGU, Omicron is
spreading swiftly around the
world with record morbidity
reports. Unlike the Delta, the
dynamics of the Omicron vari-
ant have shown different char-
acteristics, they said.

The researchers noted that
the deployment of wastewater-
based epidemiology is recom-
mended as a convenient and
representative tool for pan-
demic containment.
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After ten years of a double
murder in Kuwait, the CBI

will now probe it back at home.
The CBI on Wednesday

registered a case against an
Indian national for allegedly
murdering a Kuwaiti couple in
that country over a decade
back. The move follows a pend-
ing request from the Ministry
of External Affairs at the behest
of the Kuwaiti authority
through its embassy here.

The accused, Santosh
Kumar Rana, has already been
awarded the death sentence in
Kuwait in absentia for the dou-
ble murder at Kuwait, accord-
ing to the contents of the FIR
and connected documents.

He allegedly murdered
Kuwaiti nationals Fahad Ben
Nasser Ibrahim and his wife

Salama Faraz Salem. The
accused was working with the
couple as a servant.

As per the allegations, the
victims were holding back the
passport of the accused to pre-
vent him from leaving that
country and also subjected
him to undergo circumcision
surgery against his Hindu reli-
gious beliefs. 

After the murders, the
accused is alleged to have
retrieved his passport by inten-
tionally destroying the safe
owned by the victims resulting
in damage of Kuwaiti Dinar
37.500.

India and Kuwait have an
extradition treaty which inter
alia provides for extradition in
cases that attract a punishment
of over one year. This makes it
a  fit case for extradition.

Continued on Page 2
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The Government’s wheat
procurement is set to

decline by more than half to
19.5 million tonnes in the cur-
rent rabi marketing year amid
higher exports and a likely fall
in output. Union Food
Secretary Sudhanshu Pandey,
however, did not see any diffi-
culty meeting the domestic
demand under the Public
Distribution System.

The secretary also ruled
out the possibility of imposing
any curbs on wheat exports as
farmers are getting higher than
the Minimum Support Price
(MSP) for their produce.

Addressing a Press confer-
ence, Pandey said, “We don’t
see a case for any control on
exports. ....Wheat exports are
on and in fact the Government
is facilitating the traders.” 

New export markets such
as Egypt, Turkey and some
European Union countries are
opening for Indian wheat.
Agri-export promotion body
APEDA is facilitating the ship-

ments, he said.
Pandey said private traders

have contracted for the export
of 4 million tonnes for the cur-
rent quarter, and 1 million
tonnes have been shipped
already. 

Indian traders have a win-
dow for exports till June when
the wheat crop from Argentina
will arrive, thereby increasing
the global availability and
reducing pressure on India,
he added.  Wheat exports stood
at a record 7 million tonnes in

the 2021-22 fiscal.
Amid a rise in demand for

wheat for export, the secretary
said farmers are selling their
produce to private players at
more than the MSP. This has
resulted in lower procurement
by Government agencies.  

The fall in Government
procurement, he asserted, goes
in “favour of farmers” as they
are getting higher than the
MSP offered by the
Government agencies.

Continued on Page 2
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The Delhi High Court on
Wednesday directed

Twitter to take down certain
defamatory tweets posted by
US-based academician Dr
Audrey Truschke against his-
torian Vikram Sampath over
allegations of plagiarism.
Justice Amit Bansal, who was
dealing with an application by
Sampath for removal of the
tweets, said that the tweets are
defamatory in nature and con-
tain links to the “very same let-
ters” whose publication was
restrained by the court earlier
and a prima facie case is made
out on behalf of the  plaintiff. 

Sampath’s application
forms part of his defamation
lawsuit against Truschke and
others over the allegations of
plagiarism against him con-
cerning his work on Vinayak
Damodar Savarkar.  The court
noted that in spite of interim
orders passed against her,
Truschke “continues to post

defamatory material against
the plaintiff ” on Twitter and
has failed to enter an appear-
ance before it. 

“A prima facie case is made
out on behalf of the plaintiff...
In view of the fact that the
defendant no.1 (Truschke) has
not submitted to the jurisdic-
tion of this Court and is not
appearing in these proceedings,
the defendant no.4/Twitter is
directed to take down the fol-
lowing tweets as mentioned in
prayer ‘a’ of the present appli-
cation,” the court said in its
order dated May 2. 

“In my view, the tweets
with regard to the subject mat-
ter of the present application
are defamatory in nature and
there is a link posted in the said
tweets to the very same letters,
the publication of which was
injuncted by this Court vide
orders dated February 18,  2022
and February 24,  2022,” it
added.  The court also grant-
ed four weeks to Truschke to
file her reply to the plea.
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A13-year-old gangrape sur-
vivor, who had gone to file

her complaint, was allegedly
raped by the in-charge of a
police station in Lalitpur.

Accused Station House
Officer Tilakdhari Saroj has
been suspended and a case has
been registered against half a
dozen persons, including the
cop, at the Pali police station.
Saroj, who was on the run, was
arrested in Prayagraj, con-
firmed ADG Prayagraj, Prem
Prakash. Three of the other
accused have been held.

Reports said on Tuesday,
the girl’s father lodged an FIR,
alleging that his daughter was
lured to Bhopal by four men —
Chandan, Rajbhan,
Harishankar, and Mahendra
Chaurasia — on April 22 and
was gangraped for four days.

He said the teenager somehow
escaped and reached home
and went to the police to file a
complaint where the SHO
raped her before handing her
over to the Childline Welfare
Committee.

When the teenager was
questioned by the Childline
officials, she narrated the whole
incident, after which the
Childline Welfare Committee
reached out to the Lalitpur
Superintendent of Police.

Following this, the SP

immediately registered a case of
gangrape against six people,
including the SHO.

The National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC)
has issued notices to the Chief
Secretary, the DGP and the
Government of Uttar Pradesh
seeking a report within four
weeks.

Meanwhile, sources con-
firmed that when the victim
reached Pali police station, her
aunt was called to pick her up
and told to bring the girl back
the next day to record her state-
ment. The aunt did not tell the
girl’s parents of her where-
abouts and instead took her
back to the police station the
next day, where SHO Saroj took
the girl to a separate room and
raped her, the FIR says. The
girl’s aunt has also been named
in the FIR.

Lalitpur police said they
have charged the SHO for rape
and under the POCSO
(Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences) Act.

Continued on Page 2
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The Supreme Court on
Wednesday said the Tamil

Nadu Governor was bound by
the decision of the State
Cabinet on the release of AG
Perarivalan, who has served
over 30 years of his life-term in
the Rajiv Gandhi assassination
case.

The court disapproved of
the Governor’s action of send-
ing the mercy plea to the
President saying it cannot shut
its eyes to something against
the Constitution. The top court
refused to agree with the
Centre’s suggestion that the
court should wait till the

President decides on the issue. 
A bench of Justices L

Nageswara Rao and BR Gavai
told the Centre that the
Governor was bound by the aid
and advice of the Tamil Nadu
Council of Ministers under
Article 161 of the Constitution,
while directing the Centre to
submit its response by next
week. 

“It is a matter to be decid-
ed by the court, the decision of
the Governor was not even
needed, he is bound by the
decision of the Council of
Ministers. We will have to look
into this,” the bench told the
Additional Solicitor General
KM Nataraj, appearing for the

Centre. 
Natraj submitted that the

file has been referred by the
Governor to the President. 

“If the President refers it
(mercy plea) back to the
Governor, there is no need to
discuss this issue at all... The
President himself will decide if
the Governor could have
referred the file to him or not.
Whether the reference is right
or not, that call must be taken
by the President first,” said the
Additional Solicitor General. 

“We will pass the order to
release him from jail as you are
not ready to argue the case on
merits... We cannot shut our
eyes to something that is hap-
pening against the Constitution
and will have to go by the Bible
which is the Constitution.
There is nobody above law.
There are certain powers con-
ferred to dignitaries, but the
working of the Constitution
should not come to a grinding
halt,” the apex court said. 
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi met French President

Emmanuel Macron here on
Wednesday and discussed
issues of bilateral and mutual
interests as well as regional and
global developments, amid
Russia’s aggression against
Ukraine.

“PM @narendramodi and
President @EmmanuelMacron
meet in Paris. This meeting will
add momentum to the India-
France friendship,” the Prime
Minister’s Office tweeted along
with a photograph of Modi and
Macron hugging each other.

Macron held a tete-a-tete
with Modi before the delega-
tion-level talks at the Elysee
Palace-the official residence of
the French President.

“A meeting between two
friends. An opportunity to
translate the renewed man-
date of President
@EmmanuelMacron into a
renewed momentum for the
India-France Strategic part-
nership,” Ministry of External
Affairs Spokesperson Arindam
Bagchi tweeted.

Modi, who arrived in Paris
from Denmark on the final leg
of his three-nation Europe
tour, will hold extensive talks
with Macron, who was re-
elected to the top post over a
week back. His visit comes
amid the Ukraine crisis, which

has united much of Europe
against Russia.

The two leaders are also
expected to discuss how to
ensure cessation of hostilities in
Ukraine and mitigate the glob-
al economic consequences of
this conflict.

On Tuesday, Macron spoke
with his Russian counterpart
Vladimir Putin and urged
Moscow to rise to the level of
its responsibility as a perma-

nent member of the UN
Security Council by ending
this devastating aggression, an
Elysee statement said.

The Ukraine issue also fig-
ured prominently at the second
India-Nordic summit attended
by Prime Minister Modi and
his counterparts from Finland,
Iceland, Sweden, Norway and
Denmark in Copenhagen on
Wednesday.

Related report on P4
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All retail loans, including
home loans, car loans, or

personal loans, are likely to
become expensive after the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
hiked its key interest rate by 40
bps on Wednesday. The
Central bank said it has decid-
ed to tighten its monetary pol-
icy due to a sharp rise in infla-
tion, geopolitical tensions, high
crude oil prices, and a shortage
of commodities globally.

The move was expected in
view of growing suggestions by
experts to end the accom-
modative stance and go for a
tough measure to tame infla-
tion that has remained stub-
bornly above the target in
recent months. However, the
RBI’s repo rate hike accompa-
nied by an increase in the cash
reserve ratio was a “double
whammy” for the markets, and
more such tightening moves
can be expected from the
Central bank, analysts said on
Wednesday.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
tanked 1,307 or 2.29 per cent
to close at 55,669, while the
broader NSE Nifty moved 392
points or 2.29 per cent down to
settle at 16,678. Mid-and small-
cap shares were weak as Nifty
Midcap 100 fell 2.12 per cent
and small-cap 2.35 per cent.

The increase in repo rate —

the rate at which RBI lends to
commercial banks — to 4.40
per cent from a record low of
4 per cent is the first since
August 2018 as well as the first
instance of the RBI Governor-
headed monetary policy com-
mittee (MPC) holding an
unscheduled meeting for rais-
ing interest rates.

The RBI also hiked the
cash reserve ratio (CRR) by 50

basis points to 4.5 per cent,
which will now require banks
to park more money with the
Central bank and leave them
with less to loan to consumers.
This would drain �87,000 crore
of liquidity from the banking
system, RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das said in a video
address announcing the rate
hike decision.

He, however, did not men-

tion anything about the reverse
repo rate and hence it remains
the same at 3.35 per cent.

The standing deposit facil-
ity rate is now at 4.15 per cent
while the marginal standing
facility rate and bank rate stand
at 4.65 per cent. The MPC
retained its accommodative
monetary policy stance —
meaning it can cut interest rates
to support growth — at a time
when globally inflation is ris-
ing alarmingly.

Persistent inflation pres-
sures are becoming more acute,
particularly on food, Das said,
adding that there is a risk if
prices stay at this level for “too
long” and expectations become
unanchored.

“Inflation must be tamed in
order to keep the Indian econ-
omy resolute on its course to
sustained and inclusive
growth,” he said.

Increases in fuel and food
prices, exacerbated by the war
in Ukraine and sustained pan-
demic-related supply chain dis-
ruptions, have been above the
RBI comfort zone of 2-6 per
cent for three months in a row.
Headline inflation in March
rose to a 17-month high of 6.95
per cent and it may be above
the target band in April too.

The MPC is scheduled to
meet on June 8 and analysts
expect it to again raise the repo
rate by at least 25 bps.

Continued on Page 2
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With no let-up in his
aggression over his call

for removal of loudspeakers
from religious places, MNS
chief Raj Thackeray on
Wednesday posted an archival
video clip of late Shiv Sena chief
Bal Thackeray on his Twitter
handle that  showed the latter
declaring that if his party came
to power in the State,  namaz
on roads would be stopped and
loudspeakers would be
removed from mosques, even
as his party workers played
“Hanuman Chalisa” at some
places in the city and the
neighbouring Thane district.

Talking to media persons at
his residence “Shiv Thirth” at
Dadar in north-central
Mumbai, the MNS chief
claimed that in  “90 to 92 per
cent” of 1,140 mosques across
the metropolis, azan was not
played on loudspeakers in the
morning. He thanked those
moluvis for not playing at their

mosques and “from their coop-
eration, they have understood
the (sound) issue we are talk-

ing about”. Not wanting to
take any chances, the police
had made elaborate security

arrangements around mosques
in the city and adjoining satel-
lite cities like Thane, Kalyan,

Navi Mumbai, Vasai,
Bhayandar and Dombivli.
Muslims offered prayers at
many mosques.  

In an apparent effort to
carry out the threat handed out
by Raj Thackeray that his party
workers would recite
“Hanuman chalisa” in front of
mosques if loudspeakers were
not removed from there by
May 3,  MNS workers played
Hanuman Chalisa on a loud-
speaker near a mosque at
Charkop locality in north
Mumbai  on Wednesday morn-
ing,  

Before long, a video put out
by the MNS went viral. The
video showed a MNS worker,
holding the party flag, was
seen playing the Hanuman
Chalisa on a loudspeaker from
a high-rise building here. In the
background, the 'azaan' could
be heard from a loudspeaker of
a nearby mosque. 

Similarly, in the neigh-
bouring Thane, some MNS
activists played "Hanuman

Chalisa" on a loudspeaker at
Indira Nagar locality. However,
the fact remained that no
mosque was located in the
vicinity. Meanwhile, the MNS
chief posted an archival video
containing a portion of late
Sena chief Bal Thackeray’s
speech.

In the speech, late
Thackeray is seen saying: “The
day my government will come
to power in Maharashtra, we
will stop Muslims from offer-
ing prayers on the roads. 

The religion should be like
that it should not come in the
way of national interest, it
should not inconvenience peo-
ple and if Hindu religion is
inconveniencing people, I want
people to come and tell me
about it. And I will deal with it.
(When my government comes
to power) loudspeakers will be
removed from mosques”.

The intention behind Raj
playing the archival video of
late Thackeray is to prove a
point over his cousin and chief

minister Uddhav Thackeray
and establish how the latter was
deviating from the principles of
his father and late Thackeray.
The MNS chief, in a statement
posted on his twitter handle on
Tuesday night, had reminded
Uddhav Thackeray what late
had stated that “all loudspeak-
ers need to be silenced”. 

“Are you going to listen to
this ( late Balsaheb’s words)? Or
are you going to follow the
non-religious Sharad Pawar
who is responsible to keep you
in power?. Let the people of
Maharashtra witness what is
going to follow," he had asked
his cousin and Sena president
Uddhav.  

Earlier, at a news confer-
ence that he addressed on
Wednesday morning, Raj had
said that he had spoken to
Mumbai’s Joint Police
Commissioner Vishwas
Nangare-Patil (Law and Order)
and the latter told that in of the
total 1140 mosques, azaan was
played in only 135 mosques  at

5 am on Wednesday. “I asked
him what kind of action was
taken against those 135
mosques where azaan was
played on loudspeakers,” Raj
said.The MNS chief wondered
as to how the police were giv-
ing permission to play azan
loudspeakers on 365 days in a
month. 

“The police should give
permission to them on a day to
day basis and not for all 365
days in a year. The sound per-
mission should be given on the
basis of the Supreme Court rul-
ing,” Raj said.

Raj said that a majority of
mosques in Mumbai and else-
where in Maharashtra were
unauthorised. “Nagre Patil
briefed me about the number
of applications received and the
number of sound permissions
given to mosques,” he added.

In a related development,
the city police detained sever-
al MNS workers gathered out-
side party chief Raj Thackeray's
residence here
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From Page1
“The SHO has been sus-

pended and he is a named crim-
inal so teams have been formed
to arrest him. An NGO brought
girl to my office. She had given
them details. After I was
informed of it, I ensured that a
case was registered,” Lalitpur
district police chief Nikhil Pathak
said in a statement. Other police
officers posted at police station
have also been removed from
duty and a DIG-level officer will
be investigating case, claimed
another senior officer.

Meanwhile, Congress general
secretary Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
attacked Yogi Adityanath
Government over Lalitpur inci-
dent and claimed that truth of
prevailing law and order situa-
tion in UP has been concealed
under so-called bulldozer pro-
paganda.

“If police stations are not
safe for women then where
would they go to seek justice?”
she asked. She also asked
Government whether they were
serious about increasing pres-
ence of women cops in police
stations or forwarding justice to
fairer sex or Mission Shakti was
another propaganda of Bharatiya
Janata Party like all other slogans.
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From Page1
However, the treaty also bars the extradition of own nation-

als by the requested country subject to the condition that the
requested state will prosecute the accused person under its own
law.

The External Affairs Ministry had requested the CBI
through a letter dated December 27, 2016, to register the case
as requested by the Kuwaiti embassy here through a communi-
cation dated January 29, 2012. However, the delay in register-
ing the FIR was on account of the legal opinion sought by the
CBI.

The accused held an Indian Passport bearing number A-
9497396  (valid from 6.6.2001 to 5.6.2011) issued by Passport
Office, Lucknow.  

The case has been entrusted to the Special Crimes Unit to
probe the overseas murder case.

Between January 19, 2012, and January 28, 2012, the accused
stayed in the jurisdiction of the Andalus police station of
Farwaniya governorate in Kuwait.  He was sentenced to death
by the State of Kuwait Court of First Instance Felonies in a judg-
ment given in absentia on February 29, 2012. 
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As many as 141 people have
been arrested so far in

connection with communal
clashes over the hoisting of a
flag before Eid in Rajasthan
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot’s
constituency Jodhpur where a
curfew continued for the sec-
ond consecutive day on
Wednesday.

The situation is under con-
trol and no fresh incident of
violence has been reported,
police said. Nearly 1,000 police
personnel have been deployed
to maintain law and order.

Earlier, the authorities
issued orders imposing a cur-
few till Wednesday midnight
besides suspending mobile
internet services. DGP M L
Lather said 141 people have
been arrested and 12 FIRs reg-
istered in Jodhpur. Four FIRs
were registered by police and
eight lodged by people, he
said. 

He said nine policemen
were injured in the violence.
Tensions broke out the night
intervening Monday and
Tuesday over putting up of
Islamic flags on the Jalori gate
circle, which led to stone pelt-
ing. The situation was brought
under control in the early
hours on Tuesday with heavy
deployment of police but ten-
sions escalated again in the
morning after prayers at an
Eidgah close to the Jalori gate
circle.  Shops, vehicles and

houses were pelted with stones
near the Jalori gate area. Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot on
Tuesday appealed to people to
maintain peace and harmony
and has sent two ministers
Rajendra Yadav and Subhash
Garg to Jodhpur.  

The clashes triggered a war
of words between Gehlot and
the BJP. Talking to reporters
Gehlot on Wednesday accused
the BJP of instigating  riots on
the “orders of its high com-
mand”.Targeting BJP leaders,
Gehlot said they are trying to
defame the Congress party’s
government in the state as
they are “unable to digest
peace”. “The BJP is nervous.
Therefore, they are instigating
riots,” he told reporters in
Udaipur. 

“They have instructions
from their high command to
defame the Rajasthan govern-
ment and create instability as
much as they can,” the CM
alleged. 

Earlier on Tuesday, the
BJP targeted the state govern-
ment over law and order.Union
minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat claimed that police
are working under pressure.

Shekhawat threatened that
he, along with other party
leaders, will sit on a dharna at
the Jalori gate circle if rioters
are not arrested. State BJP
president Satish Poonia had
alleged that communal inci-
dents are taking place “under
patronage of state government.”

From Page1
"The MPC judged that the

inflation outlook warrants an
appropriate and timely
response through resolute and
calibrated steps to ensure that
second-round effects of sup-
ply-side shocks on the econo-
my are contained and long-
term inflation expectations
are kept firmly anchored," Das
said.

The Governor, however,
added that the monetary
stance remains accommoda-
tive and actions will remain
calibrated. "In the MPC's view,
monetary policy response at
this juncture would help to
preserve macro-financial sta-
bility amidst increasing volatil-
ity in financial markets," he
added.

Deloitte India economist
Rumki Majumdar said the rate
hike was expected in June.
"The surprise move by the
RBI to raise the policy rates a
month earlier suggests that it
does not want to wait and
watch but act quickly before
inflation derails the growth
recovery. 

However, making it cost-
lier to borrow will affect con-
sumers and businesses (espe-
cially MSMEs) and impact
credit growth, which has been
low since 2019. Economic
activity will also likely see
some restrain."

As the economy nor-
malises, there is a rising con-
cern about demand growing at
a pace faster than supply, there-
by, leading to demand-pull
inflation. Besides, global infla-
tion is also a concern. 

High commodity, edible
oil, metal, and fertiliser prices
due to the Russia-Ukraine cri-
sis are adding to production
costs. 

Both cost-push and
demand-pull inflation drivers
have been indicating that the
RBI will have to act on price
pressure worries.

The Central bank had reaf-
firmed its accommodative
stance in February -- a step

criticised by some economists
as too benign on the risk of ris-
ing prices. The RBI last month
said that it would begin pri-
oritising inflation over sup-
porting growth. "This is pre-
cisely in line with the stance of
withdrawal of accommoda-
tion", which was announced at
the last MPC meeting in April,
Das said.

The RBI has cut the repo
rate by 250 basis points since
February 2019 to help revive
the growth momentum. The
Monetary Policy Committee
has been on a prolonged
accommodative stance to sup-
port growth. 

In its response to the pan-
demic, monetary policy had
shifted gears to an ultra-
accommodative mode, with a
75 bps reduction in the policy
repo rate on March 27, 2020,
followed by another reduction
of 40 bps on May 22, 2020.

In April, it raised its infla-
tion forecast to 5.7 per cent for
the current fiscal (2022-23), up
from 4.5 per cent, and said it
sees gross domestic product
(GDP) growth during the year
at 7.2 per cent compared to a
previous expectation of 7.8
per cent.

From October 1, 2019, all
banks were mandated to lend
only at an interest rate linked
to an external benchmark,
such as the RBI's repo rate or
Treasury bills yield. As a result,
monetary policy transmission
by banks has gained traction.

For two years, the RBI
kept interest rates at a record
low to support the economy.

The six-member MPC had
last held an off-policy cycle
meeting on May 22, 2020, to
perk up demand by cutting the
repo rate by 40 basis points to
a historic low of 4 per cent in
wake of uncertainty sur-
rounding the Covid-19 pan-
demic. 

The rate hike comes after
11 consecutive times, the last
being just a month back, of the
RBI holding interest rate at a
record low of 4 per cent.
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Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath has suspend-
ed Ghaziabad’s former District Magistrate Nidhi Kesarwani,

a 2004 batch IAS officer, for alleged irregularities in land acqui-
sitions for Delhi-Meerut Expressway and Eastern Peripheral
Expressway.The IAS officer from Manipur cadre is presently on
Central deputation and so the state government has forwarded
the matter to the Centre for further action against her.
“Following the policy of zero tolerance towards corruption, UP
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath has ordered the suspension of
the then DM of Ghaziabad, now on Central deputation.
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National Commission for
Minorities (NCM) chair-

person Iqbal Singh Lalpura on
Wednesday refused to com-
ment on some BJP-ruled states
proposing to implement the
Uniform Civil Code, saying
without going through the
draft legislation he would not
like to make a remark. 

On repeated queries at a
press conference, he said the
commissionwill go through
the draft of the common code,
when it comes before it, to see
if there is any deficiency in it
which interferes with some-
body's right to religion and fol-

low religious practices.
"The draft (of the Uniform
Civil Code) has not come to
me. We willsee the draft and
discuss it. We have people
(members) from all minority
communities here (in the
NCM). We cannot comment
on this without knowing the
draft (legislation)," Lalpura
said.

"Whatever is there in the
draft that has to be seen in
order to find out if there is any
deficiency in it. The draft
(law) has to be seen in the light
of all existing codes to under-
stand if they (state govern-
ments) are making them
(existing codes) better or they

are taking away something
personal from the communi-
ties," he said. Lalpura said
that "you have to see in total-
ity, are they interfering in the
religious activities of a religion
or somebody's freedom of
religion". 

Discussions over the
Uniform Civil Code (UCC) is
gaining pace in the country
after the Uttarakhand gov-
ernment under Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami
approved the constitution of a
committee to implementthe
proposed code in the state
soon after the BJP returned to
power winning assembly polls
in March. Implementing the

UCC was one of the poll
promises of the BJP in the
state. 

Last month, Uttar Pradesh
Deputy Chief Minister Keshav
Prasad Maurya said that the
state government is also think-
ing seriously in the direction
of the implementation of the
UCC in the state, and favoured
its expeditious implementation
in the country as well. 

With the BJP pulling out
all stops to retain power in
Himachal Pradesh, Chief
Minister Jai Ram Thakur
recently lauded the UCC as a
good concept and said his
government was open to
implementing it.
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A23-year-old woman from
Delhi, who was doing her

internship with a hospital,
immolated herself at a park
here on Wednesday, with offi-
cials saying it is suspected that
she was battling a mental health
condition.

A hand-written note was
found at the spot where the
woman, a resident of Greater
Kailash in the national capital,
killed herself, they said. "Police
recovered a two-litre empty
bottle of diesel, a purse, a
mobile phone and a hand-

written note. The note pur-
portedly stated that she was
ending her life as she was
upset over a mental health
condition," an official told PTI. 

Information was received
around 4.30 pm about a
woman setting herself on fire at
a park in front of a housing
society in Sector 93A, the offi-
cial from the Phase-2 Police
Station said, adding that "local
police rushed to the spot and
later, forensic experts also
reached there". 

Details of what triggered
her to take the extreme step are
yet to be ascertained, police

said. 
The officials said that it is

suspected that she was suffer-
ing from depression. Mental
health experts believe depres-
sion is treatable and suicide
preventable if first observers,
like parents or spouse or
friends,recognise the behav-
ioural changes in a person and
talk to them inorder to not let
them doubt their self-esteem.

In the another incident, the
body of the woman was found
hangingfrom the ceiling of her
rented accommodation in
Barola village, under the
Sector-49 Police Station, here,

a police spokesperson said.
She lived alone as her husband
is working in Uttarakhand, the
official said.  "The matter was
reported to the 112 emergency
service after which police
reached the spot and found the
body. The woman hailed from
Bihar. Her husband currently
works at a private company in
Haridwar, Uttarakhand, and
she was staying alone," the
spokesperson said.

The families of the
deceased in both cases have
been informed and further
legal proceedings are being
carried out by police. 
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From Page1
However, about the overall

foodgrain management situa-
tion, the Secretary said, “We are
still in a surplus situation.”
“...The Government’s wheat
procurement has reduced. But
the availability and procure-
ment of rice are sufficient to
meet the demand under the
National Food Security Act,” he
added.

Pandey said the
Government’s wheat procure-
ment has touched 17.5 million
tonnes so far, and the total pur-
chase is likely to reach 19.5 mil-
lion tonnes in the 2022-23
marketing year, much lower
than the last year.

Another 2 million tonnes
of wheat is expected to be
procured from Madhya
Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh, he
said.  Earlier Government had
fixed wheat procurement tar-
get at 44.4 million tonnes for
2022-23 marketing year as
against an all-time high of

433.44 lakh tonnes in the pre-
vious marketing year.  The
rabi marketing season runs
from April to March but the
bulk procurement ends by
June. 

Pandey attributed the fall
in wheat procurement to sev-
eral factors, including higher
market prices of wheat in some
states compared to the MSP,
stocks being held by farmers
and traders in anticipation of
further price rise and lower
than estimated production in
some States.

The Agriculture Ministry
has revised downwards the
estimate for wheat production
by 5.7 per cent to 105 million
tonnes in the 2021-22 crop year
ending June, from earlier pro-
jection of 111.32 million
tonnes, as crop productivity has
been affected due toearly onset
of summer, he said.   India’s
wheat production stood at
109.59 million tonnes in 2020-
21 crop year (July-June).
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After facing a coal crunch in
power plants that supply

electricity, now the national
Capital is reeling under a water
shortage. Amid the rising tem-
peratures, the water levels at the
Wazirabad pond are depleting
alarmingly due to poor water
flow in the Yamuna. The Delhi
Government has written to
the Haryana Irrigation
Department, for a second time
in a week, asking it to release
additional water in the river to
prevent disruption in the
Capital’s water supply.

According to officials, the
water level at the Wazirabad
Barrage dropped to 672.30 feet

on Wednesday morning,
against the normal level of
674.5 feet.

"Also, as the raw water
flow in the Carrier-Lined
Channel has decreased from
683 cusec to 566 cusec, the
water production is affected,"
the official said.

Haryana supplies a total of
610 million gallons of water per
day (MGD) to Delhi through
two canals — Carrier-Lined
Channel (CLC) and Delhi Sub-
Branch (DSB) — and the
Yamuna.

The CLC and DSB get
water from Hathni Kund via
the Munak canal and the
Bhakra Beas Management
Board. Besides, Delhi receives
253 MGD from Uttar Pradesh
through the Upper Ganga
Canal and 90 MGD is drawn
from Ranney wells and tube
wells installed across the
Capital.

The low level at the
Wazirabad pond and the poor
flow in the CLC has reduced
the operational capacity at sev-
eral Water Treatment Plants

(WTPs), including
Chandrawal, Wazirabad,
Haiderpur, Nangloi, and
Dwarka, another official said.

Chandrawal and
Wazirabad WTPs have a capac-
ity of 90 MGD and 135 MGD,
respectively. The two plants lift
raw water from the Wazirabad
pond, treat it and supply it to
northeast Delhi, West Delhi,
North Delhi, Central Delhi,
South Delhi, including Delhi
Cantt and New Delhi
Municipal Council areas.

The Haiderpur WTP, the
largest in Delhi which supplies
around 225 MGD of water is

facing operational issues.
Due to excessive floating

material choking the filter beds,
the treatment process has
slowed down at the Haiderpur
WTP, the DJB said in a state-
ment.

"DJB is endeavouring to
rationalise the supply, howev-
er water will be available at low
pressure till the situation
improves. Affected areas
include North Delhi, northwest
Delhi, West Delhi and parts of
South Delhi," it said.

According to Government
data, Delhi required 1,380
MGD of water in 2021, while

the DJB could only supply
around 950 MGD.

The Government has now
targeted increasing the water
supply to 998 MGD to meet the
growing demand this summer
and to 1,180 MGD by June
2023. Residents in southeast
Delhi are the worst affected by
the water supply crisis, as per
reports. The worst-affected
regions are Trilokpuri, Mayur
Vihar, Pandav Nagar, Chilla
Village, Karawal Nagar,
Bhajanpura, Seelampur,
Kashmiri Gate, Mori Gate,
Sadar Bazar, Patparganj,
Ganesh Nagar, Mandawali, and
Laxmi Nagar. “People in vari-
ous parts of Delhi are con-
cerned about water scarcity
and have filed many com-
plaints with the DJB. The Board
says that things are improving
or that they would be better
soon. However, in certain
regions, individuals claim that
there was previously water in
the taps for 10 minutes, but that
it has suddenly vanished,”
Leader of the Opposition
Ramvir Singh Bidhuri said.
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The Delhi Police on
Wednesday apprehended

two juveniles in connection
with the murder of a 77-year-
old builder in North Delhi's
posh Civil Lines area. Ram
Kishore Agrawal was stabbed
multiple times by the two juve-
niles before they decamped
with �11 lakh along with jew-
ellery from his house. Both the
juveniles are from Madhubani
in Bihar. The main suspect
used to work at the builder's
house as a domestic help two
years ago but was removed over
allegations of theft. He wanted
to take revenge as well as earn
a quick buck.

According to the police,
one suspect was tracked
through his Metro card and
arrested from Rajiv Chowk
station while the second sus-
pect was apprehended from
Mukundpur Village.

Ram Kishore Agrawal was
found dead in his home on
May 1 at around 6:52 AM.
Agrawal used to live on the
ground floor of his two-storey
house while his son and his
family lived on the first floor.

“During the investigation
all the family members, ser-
vants and guards of the area
were interrogated at length.
After examination of the spot,
there seemed to be a strong

possibility that
someone privy to
the topography
both outside and
inside the house
was involved,”
said Ravinder
Singh Yadav,
S p e c i a l
Commissioner of
Police, Crime.

“As per
footage from various CCTVs in
the area, the suspects were
seen fleeing on a bike after
committing the crime. The
CCTV footage also revealed
that the suspects had taken an
e-rickshaw while on the way to
Civil Lines to commit the
crime. It was also established
that the suspects had used the
Metro network frequently in
order to recee the area while
planning the crime,” said the
Special CP.

“The CCTV footage of the
Delhi Metro network and areas
close to Civil Lines was
analysed and the cameras were
monitored round-the-clock in
search of the suspects. Because
of this, one of the suspects was
detected,” said Yadav, adding
that with the assistance of
DMRC staff the suspect was
nabbed from the platform of
Rajiv Chowk Metro Station.

“On questioning, the crim-
inal disclosed his involvement
in the crime and revealed that
his associate was hiding near
Mukundpur Village. Following
this, a police team conducted a
raid and the second criminal
was also nabbed,” said Yadav
adding that a bag containing
over Rs 10 lakh in cash, some
foreign currency, two watches
and some stolen ornaments
was recovered from his house.

“One of the juveniles told
the police that he had worked
at the victim’s house as a
domestic help around two years

ago, hence, he knew everything
about the victim’s house, the
details of the family members
and their daily routine,” said the
Special CP.

“In order to earn easy
money, he roped in a friend
from his native village and
started planning the crime
meticulously. He called his
friend from the village about a
week prior to the incident,” said
Yadav.

“Accordingly, both of them
purchased a toy pistol from the
Lajpat Rai Market and two veg-
etable knives from Chawri
Bazaar. On April, 30 at about
10:00 P.M. they reached the vic-
tim’s house and parked a stolen
bike nearby and left the spot as
they knew that early morning
entry with a bike would not be
possible from the gate because
of the guard stationed at the
entry barrier,” said Yadav.

“As the juvenile knew the
routine of the house, they
reached the victim’s house in
the morning and jumped the
boundary wall. They locked the
guard inside his room and
entered the house. They
entered Agrawal’s bedroom
while he was watching TV.
Both overpowered Agrawal
and slit his neck and stabbed
him in his stomach and neck.
They looted cash and jew-
ellery from the cupboard and
fled on the bike that was
already parked near the house,”
said the Special CP.
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After women, the Delhi
Government on Wednesday

launched a scheme to give a "Free
Bus Travel Pass” to all construc-
tion workers in the national
Capital. The scheme will help
construction employees reduce
their travel costs within the city.   

The scheme launched by
Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia will benefit over 10 lakh
construction workers which
includes masons, painters,

welders, carpenters, crane oper-
ators among others.

“Our construction workers
are builders of the nation and play
a crucial part in the country’s eco-
nomic prosperity,” Sisodia said.

Sisodia on Wednesday also
distributed 100 free passes to con-
struction workers at a function
held at the Delhi Secretariat.
This is in addition to the 14 wel-
fare programmes being run by

the Delhi Building and Other
Construction Workers’ Welfare
Board (DBOCWWB). Delhi has
12 lakh construction workers, 10
lakh of whom are registered with
the DBOCWWB.

Sisodia said that in Delhi,
only a few construction workers
get accommodation near their
work site and a majority of them
travel to the work site or labour
chowk from the outskirts of the

national Capital, which puts a
major economic burden on them.
To end their travel-related woes,
the Kejriwal Government has
launched the ‘Free Bus Travel
Pass’ scheme for them in DTC
buses across the city.”

Construction workers can
register for free passes on the
DTC’s website or at one of the 34
registration booths set up by
DBOCWWB and the passes
would be issued to them shortly.
“They won’t have to do the
rounds of offices to get the pass
or waste their entire working day
waiting in line,” added Sisodia.

He urged construction work-
ers to assist other members of the
community in registering with
the DBOCWWB so that they,
too, could take advantage of the
Government welfare pro-

grammes.
“I travel from Narela to

Gurugram for work by bus and
Metro. It costs me Rs150-200 per
day, which is nearly half of what
I earn per day. In such a situation,
I am unable to save for my fam-
ily. A free travel pass from the
Delhi Government will now
assist me in saving for the future,”
said Shahood Alam, a construc-
tion worker

Another construction work-
er, Mohammad Shamshad said,
“I am a painter and POP work-
er. My everyday commute to
work across the city costs me
around Rs 3,600 per month.
When I didn’t have enough
money, I had to stay at the con-
struction site. With this pass, I can
now travel back home for free
every day.”
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Demanding allotment of
hostels to students of the

2021 batch and the resumption
of offline classes for first-year
students, the Jawaharlal Nehru
University Students’ Union
(JNUSU) on Wednesday began
a sit-in protest in front of Dean
of Students office in the varsi-
ty. With banners and placards
demanding the resumption of
offline classes, end of lectures
on Zoom and immediate allot-
ment of hostel rooms, scores of
students were seen protesting
outside the Dean’s office.

According to Anagha
Pardeep, JNUSU councilor,
many students are facing prob-
lems due to the non-allotment
of hostel rooms for first-year
students.

“Despite several assur-
ances, the Dean’s office has not
issued any notification in this
regard," said Anagha.

Earlier, on Tuesday, the
JNUSU wrote to JNU Vice-
Chancellor Santishree
Dhulipudi Pandit, requesting
the commencement of physical
verification of documents and
hostel allotment for the batch.

“Despite the permission
to open all educational insti-
tutions in full capacity, JNU still
remains shut for the batch of
2021”, the JNUSU noted.

The 2021 batch students
"have still not been allotted hos-

tel rooms and the batch has to
make do with online classes.
Many of them are facing a lot
of issues due to the online class-
es," the letter read.

"Since there are more than
1,500 seats available in the
hotel and since the first semes-
ter has also come to an end, we
on the behalf of JNUSU would
request the physical verification
of documents and hostel allot-
ment for the batch to start on
an immediate basis," it added.

������������� ��������	

After the North Municipal
Corporation of Delhi

(NMC), the South Delhi
Municipal Corporation
(SDMC) on Wednesday began
the first phase of its anti-
encroachment drive in the
Karni Shooting Range area of
Tughlakabad, during which 13
temporary kiosks were
removed.

The drive is part of the first
phase of a 10-day action plan
prepared by the civic body
within its jurisdiction, includ-
ing Shaheen Bagh, the venue of
the protracted anti-CAA
protests in 2019.

The drive comes a few
days after the Delhi Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) chief Adesh
Gupta wrote to the Mayors of
SDMC and EDMC seeking the
removal of encroachments by
alleged “Rohingyas,
Bangladeshis, and anti-social
elements" in their areas.

As per the SDMC, the
drive will cover areas such as
Shaheen Bagh’s G block right

up to Jasola, Kalindi Kunj park
to Jamia Nagar Police Station,
MB Road, Sriniwas Puri to
Okhla Railway Station Gandhi
camp, New Friends Colony to
Buddh Dharam Mandir, in
and around Gurudwara Road,
Lodhi Colony, Merchant
Market, around Sai Mandir,
Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium,
Dhinsen Marg, Iskcon temple
marg, and Khada colony.

SDMC Chairman, Central
Zone, Rajpal Singh said that the
drive began from Karni Singh
Shooting Range on MB Road
in the Sangam Vihar area, and
will continue till May 13 in dif-
ferent localities.

He said that bulldozers
were also being used to remove
structures constructed illegal-
ly on roads.

"This drive is much need-
ed, as the people living in the
area are facing several hardships
due to these encroachments.
The people get late for their
offices, the children were not
able to reach their school on
time because of the long traffic
jams due to these illegal struc-
tures by the roadside," he said.

“Today’s drive started at
11:30 in the morning and one
bulldozer, 12-13 pickup trucks,
and 25 to 30 officials of the
civic body were present.

Adequate Delhi Police person-
nel to maintain law and order
of the area were also present,”
he informed.

During the drive, the
SDMC demolished around 13
temporary structures and
kiosks, including a sugarcane
juice corner, etc, Singh said.

“This municipal corpora-
tion is not running this drive to
target any community, It’s a
routine drive conducted by
the civic bodies to remove
encroachments. Some people
think that the bulldozer is only
razing temporary structures
in Muslim-dominated areas,
but it's not. Anyone (any com-
munity) who illegally
encroached on public land,
will be removed by the corpo-
ration,” Singh said.

However, a senior SDMC
official said that all these dri-
ves are subject to the availabil-
ity of an adequate police force.

In April, the SDMC can-
celed its anti-encroachment
drive scheduled at Jasola and
Sarita Vihar, due to the unavail-
ability of an adequate police
force. The NMC conducted an
anti-encroachment drive in the
violence-hit Jahangirpuri area
just four days after communal
violence broke out during a
Hanuman Jayanti procession. 
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Delhiites on Wednesday got a
relief from the blistering heat-

wave and humidity  as some parts
of the national Capital witnessed a
spell of hailstorm, rain and gusty
wind. According to the residents of
Rohini, Pitampura, and Paschim
Vihar, the hailstorm started around
2 pm along with a bout of rain and
strong winds.

Earlier in the morning, the
India Meteorological Department
(IMD) issued a yellow alert, warn-
ing of a dust storm, thunderstorm,
or hail storm with winds gusting up
to 50 kilometres per hour in the
national capital. It later updated the
alert to the orange category.

"A hailstorm and rain occurred
at a few places in Delhi while
cloudy skies persisted over most
parts of the capital, which pulled the
mercury down by a few notches in
the evening," said Mahesh Palawat,
Vice President (Meteorology and
Climate Change), Skymet, a private
weather forecasting agency. This
type of weather is not unusual in
April and May, he added. "The
impact will linger for another day
and the maximum temperature
will start increasing from Friday.

However, no heatwave is predicted
for another four to five days,"
Palawat said.   

The Met department uses four
colour codes for weather warnings
— "green" (no action needed), "yel-
low" (watch and stay updated),
"orange" (be prepared) and "red"
(take action).

The maximum temperature in
the capital city on Wednesday set-

tled at 39.1 degrees Celsius which
is one notch above than the normal
for this time of the year, according
to the India Meteorological
Department (IMD).

The minimum temperature
recorded at the Safdarjung
Observatory was 28.8 degrees
Celsius, which is four notches
warmer than the normal tempera-
ture for this season, as stated in the

IMD data.
The relative humidity on

Wednesday morning at 8:30 was
recorded 64 per cent and 37 per
cent in the evening at 5:30.

The weather stations at Ridge,
Ayanagar, Mungeshpur, Najafgarh,
Pitampura, Palam, and Lodhi Road
recorded maximum temperatures
of 39.3 degrees Celsius, 38.6 degrees
Celsius, 39.6 degrees Celsius, 40.5
degrees Celsius, 39.3 degrees
Celsius, 38.4 degrees Celsius and
38.0 degrees Celsius respectively,
stated the IMD data.

The weather station said that
the thunderstorm with gusty winds
is very likely over Northwest and
Northeast India today; over
Peninsular India till tomorrow and
over East India till 06th May, 2022,
and abatement thereafter.

“Fresh spell of Heatwave con-
ditions likely to commence over
central India from 05th May and
spread to over northwest India
from 06th May, 2022,” said 
IMD.

“Formation of a Low-Pressure
area over South Andaman Sea
around 06th May 2022 and inten-
sification into Depression during
subsequent 48 hours with north-
westwards movement,” IMD added.
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The Lieutenant-Governor of
Delhi Anil Baijal on

Wednesday chaired a meeting
to review the status of the pro-
ject of seven Biodiversity Parks
constructed by the  Delhi
Development Authority
(DDA). In the meeting, the
Vice-Chairman of the DDA,
Manish Kumar Gupta , noted
botanist and environment
expert Prof. CR Babu, and
others stakeholders were also
present. 

According to a senior DDA
official, spread over 3000 acres,
these parks are models of urban
environmental sustainability
and resilience and are one of
the first of their kind in the
country.

“The network of seven
Biodiversity Parks in Delhi
harbour a diversity of wildlife
including medicinal plants in
ecologically sustainable biotic
communities and rendering

multiple ecological services
including Carbon sequestra-
tion, Oxygenation, recharge of
groundwater aquifers and eco-
nomical, educational and recre-
ation benefits to the urban
society,” he said.

“During the meeting, while
appreciating the efforts and
achievements made over the
past 20 years in establishing
these parks, LG emphasized
that the maintenance and sus-
tainance of these parks was a
continuous process rather than
a one-time task,” he 
said.

“Baijal underlined that all
efforts had to be made to
ensure that there was no mutu-
al infringement of surrounding
human settlement and the flora
and fauna in the parks and
human-wildlife conflict was
avoided at any cost. He direct-
ed officials to ensure that no
encroachments took place in
the demarcated areas in the
future,” he added.
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Two eight year-old girls were
allegedly sexually assaulted

by a man in the East Delhi
Municipal Corporation
(EDMC) run school in Delhi’s
Bhajanpura area. The Delhi
Commission for Women
(DCW) said that the man
allegedly entered the class-
room and undressed himself
and even urinated in front of
the students. A senior Delhi
Police official said they have
registered a case under the
Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences Act (POCSO)
and special teams have been
formed to nab the 
accused.

The DCW said that when
the students informed the prin-
cipal and class teacher about
the incident, they were told to
keep quiet and forget it. The
incident occurred on 
April 30.

While the DCW has issued
a notice to the police and
Commissioner of the EDMC in
connection with the matter,
there was no immediate reac-

tion from the civic body offi-
cials about the stranger gaining
entry to the classroom.

The civic body-run schools
have students up to class 5. In
its notice, the DCW said April
30, after the school assembly,
students were waiting for their
teacher inside the class when an
unknown man entered the
classroom.

“Allegedly he removed the
clothes of a girl and muttered
obscenities at her. Then he
walked over to another girl and
removed her clothes and his
clothes as well. Thereafter, the
accused closed the door of the
classroom and urinated in front
of the students," the DCW
said in its notice.

“This is a serious matter
and warrants immediate
action," it said.

The DCW has sought from
the police a copy of the FIR,
details of the accused, whether
the victims have been pro-
duced before a child welfare
committee, and details of
action taken against the class
teacher and principal under the
POCSO Act.

,����!(�
��������
��!��%�)�!�-
�	�
����	 ��
	 ��
��

)�.& ��
�
#
%

������������������� 
�������!��"#��"�$���%#�&�

94% �� ���	�	���	��
�	� ��
)���� ��	�������$����:���	�

8�����	�	�3������		������)�
�������+&,�4���	�!���

�������	����	��� ��������	

The capital's peak power demand on Tuesday
cloaked 6,247 MW a little before midnight.
“On Monday, Delhi's peak power demand

had clocked 6,194 MW at 3.34 pm. It was the
highest peak power demand ever recorded in
the first week of May. But, later in the night at
11:30 pm, the peak power demand had
clocked 6247 MW, surpassing the peak power
demand recorded in the afternoon.,” sources
said.

“On six occasions in April 2022, Delhi’s
peak power demand has clocked the highest
ever in April, each breaking the previous record
in quick succession. On April 19, it was 5735
MW, 5761 MW on April 20, 5781 MW on
August 21, 5786 MW on April 27, 6050 MW
on April 28, and 6197 on April 29,” said sources.

“Delhi’s peak power demand had breached
the 7000 MW for the first time – peaking at
7016 MW in 2018.  This expected peak power
demand of around 8200 MW is an increase of
around 285 per cent over the peak power
demand of 2879 MW in 2002,” sources 
stated.
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Prime Minister  Narendra
Modi   on Wednesday held

separate meetings with the
Prime Minister  of Norway
Jonas Gahr Store and the Prime
Ministers of Sweden and
Iceland, Magdalena Andersson
and Katrin Jakobsdottir respec-
tively, on the sidelines of the
2nd India-Nordic Summit in
Copenhagen.

This was the first meeting
of Modi  with the premiers of
Norway and Sweden. Modi,
who arrived in Denmark on
Tuesday from Berlin on the
second leg of his visit to three
European nations, met his
counterparts ahead of the sec-
ond India-Nordic Summit in
the Danish capital.

Prime Minister Modi and
the Prime Minister of Norway
discussed "the potential for
deepening engagement in areas
like Blue Economy, renewable
energy, green hydrogen, solar
and wind projects, green ship-
ping, fisheries, water manage-
ment, rainwater harvesting,
space cooperation, long term
Infrastructure investment, health

and culture", said Ministry for
external affairs (MEA).

Discussions also took place
on regional and global devel-
opments. As members of
UNSC, India and Norway have
been engaging with each other
in the UN on global issues of
mutual interest. In the meeting
that Modi had  with Swedish
Prime Minister Magdalena the
two leaders reviewed the
progress made in the  bilater-
al partnership. They also
expressed satisfaction at the
progress made by the Lead IT
initiative. This was a India-
Sweden joint global initiative to
set up a Leadership Group on
Industry Transition (LeadIT) in
September 2019 at the UN

Climate Action Summit to help
guide the world’s heaviest
greenhouse gas (GHG) emit-
ting industries towards the
low-carbon economy, accord-
ing  to the MEA.

Its membership has now
grown to 35 with 16 countries
and 19 companies. Both leaders
also discussed possibilities of
deepening cooperation in areas
like innovation, climate tech-
nology, climate action, green
hydrogen, space, defence, civil
aviation, Arctic, polar research,
sustainable mining and trade
and economic ties.Discussions
also took place on regional and
global developments,according
to an MEA statement.

According  to the MEA,

Modi and his Iceland counter-
part Katrin Jakobsdottir,
recalled their first meeting
during the 1st India-Nordic
Summit in Stockholm in April
2018. 

They noted that this year
both countries are celebrating
the 50th anniversary of estab-
lishment of diplomatic rela-
tions. MEA said both leaders
discussed ways to further
strengthen economic coopera-
tion especially in the sectors of
geothermal energy, Blue
Economy, Arctic, renewable
energy, fisheries, food pro-
cessing, education including
digital universities, and culture.

Geothermal energy, in par-
ticular, is an area where Iceland
has special expertise, and both
sides stressed on collabora-
tion between universities of
both countries in this sector.

Modi lauded Prime
Minister Jakobsdottir's per-
sonal efforts at promoting
gender equality and briefed
her on India's advances in
this regard. Discussions also
took place on expediting the
India - EFTA trade negotia-
tions, the MEA said. 
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The Supreme Court on
Wednesday said it will look

into the issue of “sealed cover
jurisprudence” which is usual-
ly adopted by Government
and prosecuting agencies by
handing over “confidential”
documents to the court in a
sealed cover. 

The bench of Justices DY
Chandrachud, Surya Kant, and
Bela M Trivedi was told by
senior advocate Dushyant
Dave, appearing for a TV chan-
nel, that time has come when
the court gives an authoritative
pronouncement on the “sealed
cover jurisprudence” which is
being adopted by the
Governments and prosecut-
ing agencies.  

Dave said recently in a
case of a Gujarat MLA (Jignesh
Mevani) who was arrested in
Assam, some sealed cover doc-
uments were handed over to
the Gauhati High Court.  

“In Assam again this same
sealed cover jurisprudence was
adopted in the case of one
Gujarat MLA who was arrest-
ed there. It is time that the

court gives some authoritative
pronouncement on the issue”,
he said. 

The bench said, “Yes, yes.
We will certainly look into it
but for now the Centre has
sought two weeks time to file
their reply. We will give them
four weeks' time in view of the
upcoming summer vacation”. 

The apex court was hear-
ing a matter concerning the
Malayalam news channel
‘MediaOne’.  On March 15, the
top court had stayed till further

orders on the January 31 direc-
tive of the Centre revoking the
license of Malayalam news
channel 'MediaOne' and ban-
ning its telecast on security
grounds. It had deprecated the
practice of handing over doc-
uments in a sealed cover by
Government agencies. 

The court had directed
that the news and current
affairs channel will continue its
operations as it was operating
prior to the ban of the telecast.   

Earlier, Kerala High Court

had upheld the Centre's deci-
sion to bar the telecast of the
Malayalam news channel and
dismissed the plea of
Madhyamam Broadcasting Ltd
— which operates MediaOne
— challenging the Central
Government's January 31 deci-
sion. 

The HC had said  the deci-
sion of the Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) to deny securi-
ty clearance was based on intel-
ligence inputs received from
various agencies.
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The BJP will hold an impor-
tant meeting of its key

organisations  at Jaipur on
May 20-21 to discuss election
strategy in the poll-bound
Rajasthan which is to elect a
new Assembly, next year.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is scheduled to address
one of the sessions virtually,
according to sources.

While elections are due in
Himachal Pradesh and Gujarat
by this year end, the Assembly
polls are also due in seven other
key  States of  Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh,  Karnataka,
Tripura, Meghalay, Mizoram
and Nagaland in 2023.

BJP president JP Nadda
will chair the Jaipur meet with
all its national office-bearers
besides state party chiefs, in-
charges and general secretaries
(organisation) in the states
attending the  conclave.

This will be first physical

meeting of these key leaders
responsible for running the
party's organisation nation-
wide since COVID-19 broke
out in early 2020 and lockdown
imposed.

The meeting of all these
leaders will be on May 20, while
all state general secretaries
(organisation) will also meet
the next day.

The state presidents and
general secretaries (organisa-
tion) to submit a report on
activities under taken by the

party in their respective state.
The BJP is seeking to make

a comeback in Rajasthan where
the Congress-led-Gehlot gov-
ernment  is trying hard to
retain the power and
announced a number of
schemes including  bringing
back the old pension scheme
for the state government
employees.

The Congress is also hold-
ing its three-day "chintan shiv-
ir" from May 13 at Udaipur in
the state.
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Cognitive impairment as a
result of severe Covid-19

is similar to that sustained
between 50 and 70 years of age
and is the equivalent to losing
10 IQ points, according to a
study. Published in the journal
eClinicalMedicine, the study
suggests that the effects are still
detectable more than six
months after the acute ill-
ness, and that any recovery is
gradual at best.

In the study, a team of sci-
entists from the University of
Cambridge and Imperial
College London found that
Covid-19 survivors were less
accurate and slower in their
responses during the assess-
ments. These cognitive deficits
were still detectable when the
patients were followed up six
months later. The effects were
strongest for those who
required mechanical ventila-

tion.
“Cognitive impairment is

common to a wide range of
neurological disorders, includ-
ing dementia and even routine
ageing, but the patterns we saw
— the cognitive 'fingerprint' of
Covid-19 — was distinct from
all of these," said Professor
David Menon from the
Division of Anaesthesia at
Cambridge.The team analysed
data from 46 individuals who
received in-hospital care, on
the ward or intensive care
unit for the illness between
March and July 2020. Out of
these, 16 patients were put on
mechanical ventilation during
their stay in the hospital.

By comparing the patients
to 66,008 members of the gen-
eral public, the researchers
estimate that the magnitude of
cognitive loss is similar on
average to that sustained with
20 years of ageing between 50
and 70 years of age. This is
equivalent to the loss of 10 IQ

points, according to the
researchers' estimations.

Survivors scored particu-
larly poorly on tasks such as
verbal analogical reasoning, a
finding that supports the com-
monly-reported problem of
difficulty finding words. They
also showed slower processing
speeds.

The patients' scores and
reaction times began to
improve over time, but the
researchers say that any recov-
ery in cognitive faculties was
gradual at best, and likely to be

influenced by a number of fac-
tors including illness severity
and its neurological or psy-
chological impacts.

"We followed some
patients up as late as ten
months after their acute infec-
tion, so we were able to see a
very slow improvement. While
this was not statistically sig-
nificant, it is at least heading
in the right direction.
However, it is very possible
that some of these individuals
will never fully recover,"
Menon added.
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The Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau (AAIB)

will probe the SpiceJet Mumbai-
Durgapur flight "accident" on
Sunday that left 17 people
injured, two of them seriously,
after the aircraft encountered tur-
bulence.

According to sources, the
episode  has been classified as an
"accident" as it has left serious
injuries on passengers and crew
members. The Mumbai-
Durgapur flight of Spicejet ran
into severe turbulence during its
descent phase, causing injuries to
14 passengers and three cabin
crew members. After the acci-
dent, India's aviation regulator
DGCA has started an inspection
of the entire SpiceJet fleet of 91
planes.Sources said the AAIB
will investigate the accident and
a formal order regarding the
same will be issued soon. 
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The Congress on
Wednesday sent senior

party leaders KC Venugopal,
Ajay Maken and Rajasthan
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot
to take stock of the prepara-
tions for the party's three-day
'Chintan Shivir' (brainstorming
session) to be held in Udaipur.

The leaders will stay at
Udaipur, also called the city of
lakes, for the day to finalise the
preparations for the party's
brainstorming camp. "They
are in Udaipur to visit hotels
and to review the preparations
for the shivir," a party

spokesperson said. The
'Chintan Shivir' will be held
from May 13-15. The party has
named the brainstorming ses-
sion as — ‘Nav Sankalp Shivir’
—primarily for the 2024 gen-
eral elections.

Congress president Sonia
Gandhi also reviewed the
preparations in a meeting with
Venugopal, party leaders
Ambika Soni, Randeep
Surjewala and Mukul Wasnik
on Tuesday at her residence.
The party has formed various
committees which have been
meeting regularly to put forth
the agenda for the session and
the latest on the subjects were
also discussed.About 400 top

party leaders are expected to
attend the camp. Senior lead-
ers including those in the
Congress Working Committee,
members of parliament, state
in-charges, general secretaries,
and state presidents will par-
ticipate in the Chintan Shivir.
Most of these leaders are like-
ly to reach Udaipur by May 12
while party chief Sonia Gandhi
will be there on the first day
and last of the session.

Sources several party res-
olutions are also expected to be
passed in the camp and a way
forward for organizational
overhaul and complete revamp
is to be discussed. The party is
also preparing simultaneously

to elect a new party president
as Sonia has several times
announced to relinquish the
post due to ill health most of
the times and at the backdrop
of regular talks and resentment
from senior leaders seeking for
complete change in the system.   

The two AICC general
secretaries – Venugopal and
Maken- and the Rajasthan
Chief Minister were accompa-
nied by the party's state unit
president Govind Singh
Dotasra, AICC sources said.
While Venugopal and Maken
reached the venue from Delhi,
Gehlot arrived from Jaipur.
Dotasra has been camping in
the city for the last two days.
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The Defence Ministry has
assured that the pension of

58,275 ex-servicemen will be
credited to their accounts by
Wednesday and urged them to
get their identification process
done by May 25 in their respec-
tive banks.

This advisory was issued
following reports that these for-
mer soldiers had not got their
due pension for the month of
April.  The Ministry said here
on Wednesday the disburse-
ment was delayed as their
banks could not confirm their
identification by April 30.

In order to avoid hardship,

a one-time special waiver was
accorded to these 58,275 pen-
sioners to get their identifica-
tion done by May 25, it said.  It
also said their pensions for the
month of April will be credit-
ed by the end-of-day on
Wednesday.

Banks have to annually
conduct identification of
defence pensioners by
November. However, due to
COVID-19 last year, the gov-
ernment extended the win-
dow for annual identification
from November 30, 2021, to
March 31, 2022, the ministry
said.

Its online pension disbur-
sal system SPARSH successfully
disbursed monthly pension to

over five lakh pensioners --
including 4.47 lakh pensioners
who have migrated from lega-
cy system to SPARSH - till
March 31 this year.

However, during the pro-
cessing of pension for the
month of April, it came to light
that the identification of
around 3.3 lakh pensioners
was not updated, it said. 

To overcome the issue, the
department had shared a list
with the banks to share the
updated identification data,
and as a result identification
status of more than 2.65 lakh
pensioners was updated on
SPARSH by April 25 this year,
leading to successful process-
ing of pension for all these pen-

sioners, it said.
However, banks (the pre-

vious pension disbursing
agency) could not confirm
identification for 58,275 pen-
sioners and neither was their
identification received direct-
ly on SPARSH by the time of
monthly closing. Hence, these
pensioners were not paid their
April pension by April 30, the
ministry said.

It also said the pension for
the month of April 2022 has
now been processed and pen-
sion is due to be credited by
end-of-day on May 04, 2022.
All such pensioners are being
informed about pending annu-
al identification through SMS
and email.
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In an observation that rings
alarm bell for authorities

here in India with children
gulping down food having high
salt, sugar and fats in India, the
World Health Organization
(WHO) has blamed digital
marketing of unhealthy food
products to kids and online
gaming that compels them to
a sedentary life for the main
drivers of obesity in Europe.

According to the WHO
European Regional Obesity
Report 2022, rates of over-
weight and obesity have
reached "epidemic propor-
tions", with only the Americas
having a higher level of obese
adults than Europe.

The global health body
added that while nearly 60 per
cent of adults and a third of
children are overweight or
obese, the last two years of

Covid-19 pandemic made that
worse.

"Obesity knows no bor-
ders. In Europe and Central
Asia, no single country is going
to meet the WHO Global NCD
target of halting the rise of obe-
sity," said Hans Henri P. Kluge,
WHO Regional Director for
Europe, while presenting the
report at the European
Congress on Obesity.

"The countries in our
Region are incredibly diverse,
but every one is challenged to
some degree. By creating envi-
ronments that are more
enabling, promoting invest-
ment and innovation in health,
and developing strong and
resilient health systems, we
can change the trajectory of
obesity in the Region."

Environmental factors
unique to living in modern
Europe's highly digitalised soci-
eties are the major drivers of
obesity.

Besides, the digital mar-
keting of unhealthy food prod-
ucts to children, the report also
blamed the easy access to
unhealthy foods through meal
delivery apps for the rising
cases of obesity.

"Emerging evidence high-
lights the role of meal delivery
apps in extending the physical
food environment and pro-
viding convenient access to
unhealthy food and beverage
options with the swipe of a fin-
ger," the report said.

It added that the prolifer-
ation of online gaming which
promotes sedentary behaviour
by reducing opportunities for
physical activity is contributing
to the rising tide of overweight
and obesity in the European
Region.Increased body fat rais-
es the risk of many diseases,
including cancer, Type-2 dia-
betes, heart problems and lung
conditions. It is also the main
cause of disability, the report

said.
It estimates obesity is lead-

ing to 1.2 million deaths every
year in Europe, corresponding
to more than 13 per cent of all
deaths. Addressing obesity is
critical to achieving the sus-
tainable development goals,
the report added.

In India, different studies
estimate that the prevalence of
obesity is around 40% and
according to the Indian Journal
of Community Medicine, India
has more than 135 million
obese people. Another report
by the National Centre for
Biotechnology Information has
predicted that by 2030, 27. 8%
of all those overweight in the
world would be Indians.

In India, the ICMR-
National Institute of Nutrition
(NIN) has also planned to
conduct yet another study to
check the rising obesity across
the nation and the effect of the
pandemic.
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Ensuring a vibrant campus life,
participation in sports activ-

ities and developing a Students
Services Centre (SSC) for man-
aging problems related to stress
and emotional adjustment, are
among the new guidelines

framed by the University Grants
Commission (UGC ) for pro-
motion of physical fitness in
higher educational institutions.

"The main objective of these
guidelines is to promote physi-
cal fitness and sports activities
among students, inculcate a pos-
itive attitude and develop a sup-
portive network of students.
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Union Home Minister Amit
Shah will embark on a

three-day visit to Bengal from
May 5 apparently to work out
strategies for next year’s rural
polls and 2024 general elec-
tions. 

Shah whose visit comes
more than a year after his
party suffered a humiliating
defeat at the hands of the rul-
ing Trinamool Congress in last
year’s Assembly elections ---

when the BJP targeted 200-plus
seats but could manage only 77
Shah who is likely to address
the issues inside a faction-rid-
den Bengal BJP that faces
severe organizational crisis in
the wake of continuing defec-
tions during his visit will reach
Kolkata late on Thursday
evening and will first visit
Hingalganj in the North 24
Parganas district where he
would attend a BSF function on
Friday. Later the former BJP
president will go to Siliguri

where he will address a public
rally and a conference of the
party workers. The next day
Shah is likely to join a BSF pro-
gramme at the Teen Bigha
Corridor in Cooch Behar dis-
trict of North Bengal, party
sources said adding the Home
Minister will also visit Kolkata
the same day to hold a meeting
with senior BJP leaders and
MLAs.

“This is the perfect time for
Mr Shah’s visit as we are in the
midst of a statewide pro-
gramme protesting the TMC-
led post-poll violence … his
presence will greatly motivate
the workers,” said a BJP state
committee member. 

The Home Minister is also
likely to take up the issues relat-
ed to intra-party bickering
involving senior leaders like
former State president Dilip
Ghosh and his successor
Sukanto Majumdar. This apart
the present alienation of party
MPs Shantanu Thakur and
Arjun Singh is also likely to be
discussed, sources said.

The TMC and the Left
would also keenly follow Shah’s
visit particularly at a time
when the BJP leaders in North
Bengal have started raising
voices in favour of a separate
State, sources said. 
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Lawyers attached to the
Congress Party on

Wednesday shouted slogans
and showed black robes to
senior party leader and advo-
cate P Chidambaram who
appeared at the Calcutta High
Court for a company which
had acquired the State-run
Metro Dairy allegedly divested
by the Trinamool Congress
Government at an “exorbitant-
ly low price.”

Public interest litigation
was earlier filed by Bengal
Congress president and party
Lok Sabha Leader Adhir
Chowdhury questioning the
transfer of the public sector
unit. The former Union Home
Minister was appearing for the
defendants in the case.

Even as a group of advo-
cates including their women
colleagues protested before
Chidambaram who kept on
walking inside the court build-
ing, advocate and State
Congress youth leader Kaustav
Bagchi asked why the party in
Bengal would have to suffer for
senior leaders like him who had
no consideration for the lives
and prestige of the hundreds of
Congress workers who were
dying at the hands of the
Trinamool Congress goons in

Bengal every day. “These lead-
ers are acting like dalals
(agents) of the TMC … they
have no consideration for the
party men who are suffering at
the hands of the TMC … they
have no consideration for the
way the Congress is fighting
against a corrupt regime in
Bengal … otherwise he would
have not come to shamelessly
appear for the TMC-backed
defendants who are charged
with a multi-crore scam,” said
Bagchi adding he was protest-
ing not as a lawyer but a
Congress worker.

Another advocate said
“after the kind of protest that he
has seen in the High Court …
and the kind of anger that is

there among the Congress
lawyers we hope he will not
appear again for the sake of
some narrow interests.”

Senior Congress leader and
MP Pradip Bhattacharya too
condemned Chidambaram’s
appearance in a case lodged by
PCC president and which if
fought successfully could
unearth yet another scam per-
petrated by the TMC.

“The party is suffering in
Bengal due to the Trinamool
Congress … our workers are
being attacked, humiliated and
killed by the TMC goons and
there senior leaders are appear-
ing for  them in Bengal … what
message will it send to the rank
and file,” Bhattacharya said.
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The recent UP Vidhan
Parishad biennial elections

to 36 seats saw nearly 40 per
cent candidates having crimi-
nal antecedents being elected to
the Legislative Council (upper
House).

According to the analysis
released by the Association for
Democratic Reforms (ADR) on
Wednesday, out of the 35 MLCs
analysed, 14 have declared
criminal cases against them-
selves. 

Nine MLCs have declared
serious criminal cases, includ-
ing cases related to murder,
attempt to murder, bribery etc
while three MLCs have
declared cases related to mur-
der (IPC Section 302) against
themselves. Four MLCs have
declared cases of attempt to

murder (IPC Section 307). Out
of 33 MLCs of the Bharatiya
Janata Party elected in the
biennial polls, 13 have criminal
cases against them while one of
the two independents have
declared criminal cases against
themselves in their affidavits.

Meanwhile, out of the 35
newly-elected MLCs, 33 are
crorepatis. Thirty-three MLCs
from BJP and two Independent
MLCs have declared assets
worth more than Rs 1 crore.
The average of assets per MLC
in the Uttar Pradesh Legislative
Council elections is Rs 17.39
crore.

Meanwhile, seven MLCs
have declared their education-
al qualification to be between
8th pass and 12th pass while 28
MLCs have declared having an
educational qualification of
graduation or above.
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After 11 days of incarcera-
tion, a Mumbai court on

Wednesday granted bail to
Independent MP from
Amravati  Naveent Rana and
her MLA-husband Ravi Rana
in the case involving their
arrest over threat to recite
“Hanuman Chalisa”  in front of
chief minister Uddhav
Thackeray’s private residence
“Matoshri” at Bandra  in north-
west Mumbai.

While granting Navneet
and Ravi Rana bail against a
bail bond of Rs 50,000 each,
Special Judge RN Rokade
directed them not to indulge to
similar offences and also not to
interact with the media.

The Judge also directed
the Mumbai police to give a 24-
hour notice to the Rana couple
before summoning them for
questioning in connection with
the two cases in which they
have been booked. 

Ranas were arrested on
April 23 for offences registered
initially against them under
sections 153A (causing enmi-
ty between different groups), 34
(common intention) and later
under section 124A (sedition)
of IPC for challenging the gov-
ernment machinery and mak-
ing remarks against
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray in a con-

troversy arising out of their
threat to recite “Hanuman
Chalisa” in front of
Maharashtra chief minister
Uddhav Thackeray’s Bandra
residence. They were also
booked under provisions of the
Bombay Police Act for causing
a law and order situation in the
city. Navneet and Ravi Rana
were on April 24 remanded by
a holiday court in judicial cus-
tody for 14 days. The Rana cou-
ple subsequently moved the
city court seeking bail and the
court sought a reply from the
state government and  sched-
uled the hearing of the case for
April 29.

Rooting for Ranas’ bai;,
their lawyers --  Senior
Advocate Abad Ponda and
Advocate Rizwan Merchant –
had among other things told
the court that the Rana couple’s
arrest  was is illegal, contrary to

law and against constitutional
rights, that they should have
been issued before their arrest
and that that there was no
mens rea under Section 153A
of IPC or intention to cause ill
will or hatred feelings of per-
sons mentioned in the section.

The Rana counsels had
also told the court that the call
to recite Hanuman Chalisa
outside the residence of the CM
could in no way be treated as
an attempt to incite one com-
munity against another and
that the call did not attract pro-
vision of section 153(A) is not
attracted.

In an affidavit opposing the
the bail pleas made by the Rana
couple, the Mumbai police had
told the court: “The plan to
recite "Hanuman Chalisa" at
the private residence of the
Hon 'ble Chief Minister at
Matoshree bunglow is big plot

to create a challenge to the law
and order situation and to the
maintenance of law and order
by the Government established
by the rule of law to such an
extent that the collapse of law
and order can be pleaded and
the recommendation can be
made for dissolution of the pre-
sent government by the
Governor of Maharashtra".

During the course of the

arguments on Ranas’ bail pleas,
Special Police Prosecutor
Pradip Gharat told court that
place in question where  recita-
tion was to happen belonged to
the Chief Minister of State.
“While citizens have right to
criticize government, the same
has to be done within a limit,
and if that limit is crossed, it
will fall under ambit of Section
124A of IPC,” he said. 
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In an indication of brewing
trouble for the Rana couple

on other fronts, a team of the
Shiv Sena-ruled
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) visited
Independent MP Navneet Rana
and her husband and MLA
Ravi Rana's residence at Khar
in north-west Mumbai for
inspection of the alleged illegal
construction on the eighth
floor of the building where the
couple lives. However, the

apartment of the Ranas, who
live on the eighth floor of the
Lavie building, was locked
when the BMC team compris-
ing seven officials visited the
place at around 12.30 pm for
inspection. 

The BMC had reportedly
gone to the Lavie building
after receiving a complaint that
there was some illegal con-
struction on the eighth floor of
the building. With no one
around at Ranas’ residence,
the BMC team returned with-
out inspection.
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Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav on

Wednesday slammed Bharatiya
Janata Party government, alleg-
ing that law and order situation
was deteriorating rapidly in
Yogi Adityanath Government
2.0. Akhilesh Yadav alleged that
criminals had a free run in
Uttar Pradesh. He said police
joined hands with criminals
and were targeting common
people.

“Everyday heinous crimes
are committed in the state and
now policemen are involved in
serious crimes like rape and
murder. It appears that UP is on
top in ‘ease of doing crime
index’,” the SP chief said. 

Listing incidents of crime,
Yadav said in Ghaziabad, a doc-
tor couple was attacked while
police refused to register their
FIR. He said a schoolboy was
killed by local criminals in
Jaunpur and distraught father
was running from pillar to post
to seek justice.

He said the policemen,
already facing charges of rape
and murder in Chandauli dis-
trict, again indulged in a hor-
rendous crime in Lalitpur dis-
trict where a minor girl was
gang-raped in police station. 
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Rashtriya Lok Dal, on
Wednesday, condemned

the Lalitpur incident in which
policemen have been accused
of gang-raping a rape survivor
who had gone to the police
station to seek justice in her
case.

In a statement, RLD
national secretary Anil Dubey
said the allegation of gang-
rape of a rape survivor was a
slur on the face of UP Police.

He said the act of the
policemen was shameful and
fell in the category of heinous
crime. He said the government
should get a case registered
against all the policemen
involved in the crime and
should terminate all of them
from service.

Dubey further demanded
trial of the case in a fast track
court so that the victim could
get justice. Dubey said the UP

Police were gaining notoriety
of being autocratic and anar-
chist and of harassing the
people in garb of discharging
duty. The RLD leader asked
how a person could get justice
if those entrusted with task of
protecting common men acted
as predators. He said govern-
ment should run bulldozers on
houses of culprits after getting
a case registered against them
and terminating them from
service. “Strict action by state
government is need of the
hour to prevent such incidents
in future,” he said.

Meanwhile, the
Communist Party of India
(Marxists-Leninist) said the
Lalitpur incident had exposed
the Yogi Adityanath govern-
ment’s claims on women’s
security. He was referring to a
SHO in Lalitpur who alleged-
ly raped a gang-rape survivor
who had gone to the police
station to lodge an FIR.

$$&.�!5��������&
%�#���#�
�5����)�


�)����������

!�������2���� ��������������������
��)�����������<���>���&��

�������
	������� � ���	�

Travelers planning to visit Kerala
have been asked to be “extra cautious”

about the eateries they prefer to have
their food. The development is in the
backdrop of the death of Devananda, a
16 year-old-school at Kasaragod, the
northern most district of Kerala. 

The Kerala High Court's Division
Bench issued notice to Government of
Kerala asking it to report to the court
details of action taken to prevent the
recurrence of such incidents.

Devananda had consumed shavar-
ma, a popular West Asian recipe with the
youngsters. More than 25 students who
ate the Arab food  have been admitted
to various hospitals in the district fol-
lowing complaints of food poisoning. 

This is not the first time shavarma
is causing havoc in the State. Many deaths
have been reported from various districts
and the administration had banned the
sale of this food for months.

The eatery “Ideal Food Point ” at
Kasaragod’s Cheruvathur has been found
to be operating without permission and
license from the local self body or the
department of food safety. The food

inspectors who seized the eatery found
to their shock that the entire stock had
e colli bacteria. “The meat which has
been used to make shavarma was rotten
and old stock. This could be the reason
for food poisoning.

There were complaints in the past
that old meat is transported to Kasaragod
from Chennai to be sold to these eater-
ies,” said Sukumaran Paeriyachoor, for-
mer headmaster of Government
Vocational Secondary School and
founder of Saparya, an initiative for social
causes.

While the manager and the chef have
been arrested, Kunhi Mohammed, pro-
prietor of Ideal Food Point is abscond-
ing. He has been asked to get in touch
with the investigation team for collect-
ing more details. 

An office bearer of the Kerala Hotel
and Restaurant Association told The
Pioneer that a majority of the eateries,
especially the vendors trading junk food
operate without license.

“Political patronage helps them to
conduct the business without any ques-
tions being asked. The only way to
remain safe is to avoid this unauthorized
eateries,” said the official who did not
want his name to be quoted.

Saparya, in a statement released on
Wednesday requested parents and chil-
dren to stay away from shavarma till it
is proved that the recipe does not have
any hazards. 

“Instead of waiting for the
Government to issue an order, the civil
society enforce a self-made boycott of fast
food items like shavarma taking into
account the future of our children. 

Parents have a responsibility of keep-
ing their children away from shackles of
shavarma. Devananda is not the first vic-
tim to be claimed by shavarma,” said
Saparya statement.
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The jawans of the Border Security
Force (BSF)  Wednesday claimed

to have stumbled upon a small open-
ing, suspected to be a cross border tun-
nel, in the Samba area of Jammu fron-
tier.

For the last couple of days a spe-
cial anti-tunnel drive was being carried
out in the general area following
inputs about the presence of cross bor-
der tunnel which might have been
used by the members of the suicide
squad of Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) to
infiltrate inside the Indian territory on
April 21. 

A day later the JeM terrorists were
neutralised in the Sunjwan area on
April 22.An ASI of CISF also attained
martyrdom in the terror attack.  The
senior BSF authorities in Jammu
remained tight-lipped  before the
news was circulated on social media.

Later, a BSF spokesman of Jammu
frontier in a brief statement con-
firmed, "A small opening found in a
general area near fencing in the Samba
area is suspected to be a tunnel .
However due to darkness further
search could not be carried out.
Detailed search will be carried out early
in the morning at first light".

It is learnt the JeM terrorists had
managed to breach the several layers
of multi tier security  ahead of the visit
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
Modi attended the Panchayati Raj
diwas celebrations in Palli Panchayat
of Samba on April 24 besides launch-
ing several infrastructure develop-
ment projects.

Earlier, on January 13, 2021 a 150
meter long and 25 to 30 feet deep cross
border tunnel was detected in the
Bobiya area of Samba sector. BSF had
also exposed Pakistan's complicity in
aiding and abetting terrorism, by
detecting a 20-25 feet deep and 160
metre long cross border tunnel, along
the International border in Regal area
of Samba sector on November 22,
2020. 

The tunnel was  believed to be
used by the four member fidayeen
squad (members of a suicide squad) of
Jaish-e- Mohammad (JeM), to infiltrate
inside the Indian territory before they
were neutralised at Ban Toll Plaza near
Nagotra on November 19.

Another 'rat hole' tunnel, which
was at least 25 feet deep and 170 metres
long, was detected by the Border
Security Force (BSF)  jawans along the
International border in Galar village of
Samba sector on August 28, 2020.
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Mohammad Azam Khan,
the Samajwadi Party

MLA lodged in Sitapur district
jail for over two years, on
Tuesday, refused to meet Om
Prakash Rajbhar, the president
of Suheldev Bhartiya Samaj
Party and an ally of the SP.

The refusal by Azam Khan
to meet Rajbhar is seen as a
rebuff to SP president Akhilesh
Yadav. Azam Khan, the Muslim
face of the Samajwadi Party, is
upset with Akhilesh Yadav for
doing nothing at political level
for his release from the jail.

Earlier, Azam Khan, the
former MP from Rampur, had
refused to meet a SP delegation
led by party MLA Ravidas
Mehrotra. Azam Khan had,
however, met Congress leader
Pramod Krishnam in jail in
April.

On the other hand,
Pragatisheel Samajwadi Party
(Lohia) chief and estranged
uncle of the SP chief, Shivpal
Singh Yadav had a long meet-
ing with Azam Khan in jail.
Shivpal Yadav had indicated
that after Eid efforts would be
made for floating a third front
or a new political party. Shivpal
Yadav is busy mobilising sup-
port for Azam Khan. He had
alleged that Samajwadi Party
did not do enough for Azam
Khan’s release. Earlier, Shivpal
Yadav had said, “There are
small cases against Azam Khan.
The Samajwadi Party should
have fought his battle, but it was

not done. Azam Khan has also
been a member of Lok Sabha.
The identity of SP was struggle
and movement. We are with
Azam Khan and he is with us.”
In April, Fasahat Ali, a close
aide of Azam Khan, had also
alleged that Azam Khan was
being ignored by SP leadership

and he was left to die in jail.
Faced with multiple challenges,
the SP is busy keeping its flock
together. Nothing seems to be
working in their favour. The SP,
which looked strong during the
UP elections, is now downcast
and seems to have hit a politi-
cal dead-end.
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As leaders of many political
hues have lined up to meet

senior Samajwadi Party leader
Mohammad Azam Khan in
jail, Fisheries Minister in Yogi
Adityanath Government,
Sanjay Nishad, said that Azam
Khan should tender an apolo-
gy for his misdeeds so that he
could be released.

“Azam Khan sahib has
been denied bail time and
again and this shows that the
nature of his crime is serious. 

The time has come for this
senior politician to admit mis-
takes he has committed and
should tender an apologetic
admission in writing (mafina-
ma),” Nishad told a group of
reporters here on Wednesday.

He said that Azam Khan
was a senior political leader
and should do social service.
“This is only way he can come
out of jail,” the minister said.
Azam Khan is facing 77

charges ranging from misap-
propriation of funds to grab-
bing government land and is in
jail for almost two years. “I
want to thank Azam Khan that
he has distanced himself from
Samajwadi Party leaders. This
shows his character. He can
still extend his service to soci-
ety,” Nishad said.

He said the previous gov-
ernments had only worked in
favour of a particular caste
while Yogi government was
working for all sections of
society. “I want to thank Yogi
ji that he has given complete
freedom to the administration.
The message is clear, if anyone
does something wrong, take
action against person,” he said. 

Pragatisheel Samajwadi
Party (Lohia) chief and SP
president Akhilesh Yadav’s
uncle Shivpal Singh Yadav met
Azam Khan in jail about 10
days ago and after meeting he
said that injustice was being
done to Azam Khan.  
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just how many hearts he has
touched, but how many ‘souls’
he has transformed.

We are blessed to be part
of his lineage and carry for-
ward his torch that has been
passed down to us by our pur-
vaacharyas. Almost five
decades of his life was spent
serving all beings as a service
to God and propagating the
one concept closest to his
heart… Equality.

Sri Ramanujacharya was
born more than a thousand
years ago when the norms of
society were even more rigid
than they are today. Entering
a temple, chanting mantras,
learning Vedas was taboo for
women, people from ‘lower’
castes, and the downtrodden.

The world identifies
Bharat with casteism, not
realizing that it began as a
division based on vocations.
It’s unfortunate that untouch-
ability burst forth as an issue.

Sri Ramanujacharya, like
the spring season, quietly set
out to help many a flower to
bloom to its potential. He
shared the mantra with every-
one - irrespective of caste. He
shared the mantra, which he
himself had received from his
guru, after traversing 100
miles on foot, 18 times. He
shared the mantra at the cost
of his guru’s wrath and the
possibility of facing Hell. He

shared it with all. The only
qualification he wanted was
that they should be devoted
and eager to learn.

In the times of
Ramanujacharya, temples
were the hub of knowledge,
employment, and culture.
They were the universities,
shopping centres, and meeting
points. But they were under
the control of one section of
society, one particular caste.

Sri Ramanujacharya,
encouraged inclusiveness by
allotting 50 percent of the
tasks in temples to persons
belonging to the rest of the
castes. That's the reason, from
then on, there were no restric-
tions based on caste, to enter
temples. However, the relapse
of casteism occurred during
the foreign rule in Bharath.
Caste was used as a ploy to
divide and rule.

Sri Ramanujacharya was
born in a Brahmin family, but
he was desirous of having the
leftover food of a great devo-
tee from Kanchi, called
KanchiPurna, though he was
from a lower social status. He
said social status is not a bar-
rier when you truly enjoy and
cherish the companionship of
people with a common goal.

He gave importance, at
par with the Vedas, to the
songs sung by alvars, Tamil
poet-saints, about the glory of

the Divya Desams. Some of
these alvars were of the lower
castes, but their songs were
made mandatory in the 
temples.

Sri Ramanujacharya
showed his concern for
women in those tough days
and opened learning channels
for women. This is 1000+
years ago... I bet there were no
social media to create aware-
ness... it was a single Acharya
who sensed the need to edu-
cate all, so that everyone
could experience knowledge...
irrespective of their gender.

Sri Ramanujacharya is
that gigantic reservoir from
which all present-day schools
of thought that advocate
Equality has flowed out as
creeks, rivulets and tribu-
taries. This is a historical fact.

It’s been over a thousand
years that this divine person-
ality sanctified the earth by his
presence. The world is advo-
cating his ideology, without
giving credit to him. His
name remains in the shadows.
So, the magical essence is
missing and values are disap-
pearing in society.

Today, the world is
fraught with divisiveness.
Invisible, but invincible, walls
have been built, dividing soci-
ety. Equality has become just
another name. We feel that
the effulgence of Sri
Ramanuja’s ideology is the
dire need of the hour. His
form and his words can
inspire society. What better
time to experience this inspi-
ration, than the millennium
of his birth!

That is why the Statue of
Equality has emerged. Let
the Statue reverberate within
you, echoes of Equality. Let
these echoes become a yearn-
ing for Equality. Let this
yearning get translated into
actions leading to Equality.

(Writer Sri Chinna Jeeyar
Swamy is known for his 
spiritual discourses on Sri
Vaishnavism. He is the 
designer and planner of the
Statue of Equality, a statue
dedicated to Ramanuja, in
Hyderabad, India. The views
expressed are personal.)
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Sir — In the article “English and the
struggling community” published in
May 4 issue,   the author has tried to
show with great accuracy that the
knowledge of the English language has
a very close relationship with the
development of the Dalit community.
It has been tried to show that the inter-
national language like English has
helped the Dalit intellectuals in the
society in putting their point and
views effectively. 

The richest and most admirable
aspect of the knowledge of the English
language is that it makes a person from
local to global.  Today, the way global-
ization is at its peak and the students of
our country are moving towards foreign
countries for education and jobs, in such
a scenario, English is the only language
whose knowledge will help them in their
pursuit.  Respect for the national lan-
guage and mother tongue is essential.
But if you want to take your voice to
every corner of the world, then you can
do that work only with English.  In
today's competitive era, if anyone thinks
of climbing the ladder of success with-
out the knowledge of English then it is
just a fantasy because they do not want
to accept the reality.  Without the
knowledge of the English language, the
condition of a person remains like a frog
in a well.  The knower of this interna-
tional language can address people
from every stage of the world and
understand other people's views.
English is available before us as a pow-
erful means of effective communication.

Rajender K Sharma | Haryana
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Sir — World Press Freedom Day was cel-
ebrated on  May 3. Its echo was heard
in India too. But it was a very muted cel-
ebration. Because India is ranked 150th
among 180 countries in terms of free-
dom of the press. Do we deserve to be
called the biggest democracy? The gov-
ernment may not agree with this rank-
ing, but the fact remains that in 2021 46

journalists in India lost their lives in
course of their work. It’s indeed unfor-
tunate that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi refuses to hold any press confer-
ence in India.  

Why is the head of the biggest
democracy afraid of questions? Why
didn't he hold a single press conference
in eight years of his rule? In the biggest
democracy, there is no rationale for one-
way dialogue. How will this go? In such
a situation, our ranking in press freedom
will slip down further.

Jang Bahadur Singh | Jamshedpur
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Sir —This refers to 'Eid Mubarak to
Muslims' (The Pioneer May 3). Since the
formation of Telangana, people have
observed that Chief Minister K
Chandrashekar Rao holds all religions in
high esteem. A  magnanimous man, he
releases crores of festival funds and dif-
ferent schemes for the welfare of the poor
every year.  KCR is an able and resource-
ful politician. He has no religious discrim-
ination. He does not nurse any grudge
and rancor towards any religion. He is

leaving no stone unturned to nip fascism
and fanaticism in the bud.  He is going
out of his way to fortify the secular fab-
ric of the country and castigating religious
intolerance. He is propagating and pro-
moting communal harmony, peace, and
tranquillity among all religions.

He started many beneficiary and
lucrative schemes for the poor irrespec-
tive of their caste and creed. He has cer-
tainly lessened a big burden of the poor
families of brides by extending helo of  Rs
1,00,116 under the Shaadi Mubarak
scheme to Muslims and Pendli Patrika to
Hindus.  No Chief Minister in the past
launched such generous schemes for the
needy. He's one of the schemes Asara
Pension to widows and single elderly per-
sons is a blessing for the hard-pressed
people. Muslims are indeed beholden to
KCR for his efficient administrative
skills as well as for making all special
arrangements for performing  Eid ul Fitr
prayer all over Telangana. 

Zubair Khan | Hyderabad
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The truly learned, with
the eyes of divine
knowledge, envisions
the inner soul of a

Brahmin, a cow, an elephant, a
dog, and a dog eater, equally.
Equality is not a new concept.
Inequality is… it is a concept that
keeps creeping into society,
repeatedly raising its ugly head,
despite the efforts of Elders,
Sages, Social reformers, etc.

So how come inequality is
such a persistent problem? It is
so because we don’t realise that
all inequalities are at the level of
the physical body. From God’s
point of view, we’re all equal. All
athmas are part of paramathma,
but they get embodied based on
their karmas … not as a punish-
ment. but as an opportunity to
better themselves. Any inequal-
ity, whether of colour, caste,
creed or gender, is inevitable, at
that physical level only.

Unfortunately, mankind
thrives on highlighting these
temporary differences and cre-
ating divides, forgetting the one-
ness of all beings. We must
realise that we have to help oth-
ers to develop skills to cross this
ocean of worldly existence.

Everyone says they believe in
Equality and then shrug off its
implementation as someone
else’s responsibility. Unless each
one of us practices it in our day
to day lives, it will only remain
a slogan or a topic for essays and
speeches.

The word Equality does not
mean that everyone will become
the same... it means that every-
one will have the opportunity to
evolve to their optimum level. A
bush will get the opportunity to
become the best bush, not a
tree... a tree will get the oppor-
tunity to become the best tree,
not a forest.

Over the centuries, many
great men have struggled to
make the concept of equality
take root in the heart of humans.
The legacy that a great man
leaves behind can be ascer-
tained by the number of hearts
he has touched.

Sri Ramanujacharya Swamy,
who graced this world in the
11th century, is one of the most
important exponents of Sri
Vaishnavism. His legacy is not
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Limited (HPCL) - an oil refinery
and marketing PSU - to another
PSU in the upstream oil and gas
segment namely, Oil and Natural
Gas Corporation (ONGC). During
2018-19, it sold 52.63 percent of its
stake in the Rural Electrification
Corporation (REC) to Power
Finance Corporation (PFC) - both
PSUs in the power sector. Going
forward, during 2019-20, it sold
100 percent of its shareholding in
NEEPCO and 75 percent in THDC
India Limited to National Thermal
Power Corporation (NTPC).

In all the aforementioned sales,
the purchaser being another CPSU
namely ONGC/PFC/NTPC, the
Government continues to have
effective ownership and control
over the divested undertaking viz.
HPCL/REC/ NEEPCO/THDC.
This defeats the very purpose of the
disinvestment policy.

Second, in her Budget speech
for 2019-20, the Finance Minister,
Nirmala Sitharaman had stated that
the intent of the government was
to change the existing policy from
“directly” holding 51 percent or
above in a CPSU, to one whereby
its total holding, “direct” plus
“indirect”, is maintained at 51 per-
cent.This too militates against the
objective of privatisation. To illus-
trate, let us take the case of Indian
Oil Corporation Limited (IOCL).
In addition to its direct stake of 51.5
percent, the Union Government
holds more than 51 percent in
other CPSUs, which in turn,  hold
shares in IOCL. Thus, Life
Insurance Corporation (LIC),
which is 100 per cent owned by the
GOI, holds 6.5 percent in IOCL.
ONGC which is 63 percent
Government-owned, holds 14 per-
cent in IOCL. Oil India Limited
(OIL), which is 60 per cent owned
by the Union Government, holds
five percent shares in IOCL.

The “indirect” stake of the
Union Government in IOCL via
LIC/ONGC/OIL being 25.5 per-
cent, it can reduce its direct stake
in IOCL to 25.5 percent (thereby
sending a message that it has been
privatized) and yet, including the
“indirect” control, it will still have
majority stake of 51 percent. 

The direct shareholding of the
Government being less than 51
percent, the concerned PSU (read:
IOCL) can avoid coming under the
scanner of the statutory watchdogs
viz. Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI), Central Vigilance
Commission (CVC), and the
Comptroller and Auditor General
(CAG). It leads to a disturbing sce-
nario in which the bureaucrat will
be calling the shots sans account-
ability.

There is nothing to suggest that
the Government has backtracked
from the above proposition of
retaining ‘indirect’ control.

In the order of MoF, prohibi-
tion on PSUs from bidding for
other CPSUs is not absolute. A
caveat in the order “…unless oth-
erwise specifically approved by
the Central Government in public
interest” allows for the possibility
of the former purchasing shares of
the latter subject to the approval by
the Union Government. 

Put simply, the GOI can always
ask a PSU to buy the shares of
another CPSU it wants to divest (as
it has been doing in the past) and
justify the same in the public
interest. For instance, all aforemen-
tioned share sales during 2017-
18/2018-19/2019-20 were made
primarily to achieve the target of
disinvestment proceeds in turn, the
fiscal deficit target - fixed for the
respective years. The central gov-
ernment can argue that this was in
public interest. 

Likewise, while permitting

PSUs to take charge of other
CPSUs in future it could take
recourse to this very argument and
get away from the rigor of the MoF
circular.

The MoF circular is also anom-
alous in as much as a State govern-
ment keen to allow its PSU to buy
shares of another PSU - albeit in
public interest - will need the per-
mission of the central Government. 

To conclude, having taken a
conscious decision for undertaking
‘strategic dis investment’ of a CPSU
(in the budget for 2021-22, FM had
announced privatization of ’all’
CPSUs in non-strategic sectors
and privatization of PSUs even in
the strategic sector subject to
retaining at least one firm in the
public sector), the government
should go lock, stock and barrel
and ensure that the process results
in vesting majority ownership and
control with the private player. 

This will require modification
of the MoF circular to delete the
wordings

“……. unless otherwise specif-
ically approved by the central gov-
ernment in public interest”. If,
public interest is so compelling, this
could be served by not divesting
the concerned PSU rather than
throwing it in the lap of another
PSU which raises many hackles.
The Centre should also ensure that
it doesn’t hold any shares in the
divested entity even indirectly.   

The Government should also
unshackle the process of strategic
disinvestment from bureaucratic
red-tape. It may set up a holding
company (HC) where all its shares
in PSUs are vested. The HC to be
manned by eminent professionals
should be fully empowered to take
all decisions in regard to valuation,
quantum of shares, timing of sale,
etc., keeping in mind the market
conditions.
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(The writer is a policy
analyst. The views

expressed are personal.)

The decision of the Uttar
Pradesh Government to
restrict the use of loud-

speakers in public places is a
progressive step taken by any
government in present times.
India is the only country in the
world where ‘scientific temper’
is instilled in the constitution.
We conduct lots of science pop-
ularization activities to impart
scientific temper amongst its cit-
izens, but our citizens rarely fol-
low scientific principles in real
life. Only when we face prob-
lems we look up to science for
solutions. Noise through loud-
speakers is a burgeoning prob-
lem across the country, be it in
urban areas or rural areas.

Much of the noise is caused
by vehicles, machines and polit-
ical and cultural rallies and
processions. But the noise made
by religious groups is difficult to

control. They play loudspeakers
at maximum volume. In a sec-
ular country like India, every
person has the right to believe
and follow the religion they like,
but every religious activity
should be in their private space.
Religious beliefs are indeed pri-
vate and should not infringe on
the fundamental rights of non-
believers or members of other
communities. During religious
festivities, members of every
religion use music systems in
public spaces to promote their
function or to appease ‘God’. 

Interestingly the loudspeak-
ers were invented in the early
1900s, whereas all our promi-
nent religions came into exis-
tence thousands of years before.
It was in 1861 that Johann
Philipp Reis installed an electric
loudspeaker in his telephone,
that was capable of reproducing

clear tones, but later revisions
could also reproduce muffled
speech. But it was Alexander
Graham Bell who patented the
first electric loudspeaker (capa-
ble of reproducing intelligible
speech) as part of his telephone
in 1876. Commercial produc-
tion of loudspeakers started
only in the 1930s.

How can an invention that
became popular in the world
during the early 1900s become

an indispensable part of age-old
religion? The loudspeaker was
never a part of any religion. It
was incorporated into religious
activities for the convenience of
religious leaders, which made
their task of communicating
with the congregation easily.
The use of a public address sys-
tem by spiritual leaders has
made a disconnect from the
community. Priests of today
rarely understand the prob-
lems faced by the community
members because of this
humane disconnect. The role of
spiritual leaders should be to
bring transformation and
enlightenment to society.

But still across the country
in temples, masjids or church-
es all festivities are followed
bythe playing of music or ser-
mons at very high decibels.
The organizers rarely have any

concern for students who are
preparing for exams or elders
and patients staying at home
and in hospitals. On some hos-
pital campuses that host places
of worship,   during special days
music is played at high voltage,
without even caring about the
plight of patients.  Religion and
politics are highly volatile sub-
jects and even if someone ques-
tions controlling high decibel
sound it may lead to unrest.
This shows our inability to
accept science. 

Despite valid scientific data
that show adverse effects of
noise pollution, our policy-
makers or the public are rarely
concerned about controlling
noise pollution. Even in colleges
that teach science and technol-
ogy, sound is the main ingredi-
ent in student festivals. On
most campuses concerts are

held with sound boosters, that
create more than 100 decibels of
sound. DJ parties have become
the part and parcel of youth life.
Even while going for study
tours our college students play
prefer buses having high-end
music systems like JBL Sound
System, which is capable of
producing sounds higher than
100dB. 

Sadly our present-day
teaching community and col-
lege managements also pro-
mote such activities, to please
the students and win their
hearts. The learned centres that
should act as agents of transfor-
mation in the lives of our chil-
dren through knowledge deliv-
ery also fail in their prescribed
objective.

In a society, everyone needs
a space for peaceful living.
Entertainment, religion, politi-

cal ideology everything is a
personal choice. Everyone has
their own choice. But it should
never infringe on the space of
others. In public transport sys-
tems like metros trains and
flights, there is a frequent
announcement that the playing
of music is not permitted.
People usually don’t object to
this rule, as they are frequently
reminded not to do so.  The
same should be followed in
every public sphere. We should
develop a culture where scien-
tific principles are followed in
our society. If everyone follows
science peace and development
in our society. The latest pro-
gressive decision by the Uttar
Pradesh government if success-
fully implemented throughout
the country shall bring solace to
hundreds of students, elders and
people having health issues.
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(The writer is a  
science communicator and

columnist.  The views
expressed are personal.)
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-��'��������2����6�� The ministry of finance has barred
public sector undertakings from
bidding for other Central Public
Sector Undertakings which are on

the block for privatisation. 
The Department of Investment and

Public Asset Management has stated: “As
a general policy, PSUs (Central/ State/
Joint)/State Governments and Cooperative
Societies controlled by the Governments
are not permitted to participate in the
strategic disinvestment of other PSUs as
bidders unless otherwise specifically
approved by the Central Government in
public interest”.

PSUs are undertakings in which the
Centre/State Governments or jointly
with central and/or State Governments
have majority ownership (with sharehold-
ing of 51 percent or more) and control.
If, the Government decides to shed at least
51 percent, it is termed as strategic dis-
investment or to put it plain words, pri-
vatisation.   

The logic given by MoF is that trans-
fer of management control of the under-
taking from the Government to any
other Government organization or state
Government will result in continuation of
the “inherent inefficiencies” of state-run
firms; hence such transfer would defeat the
very purpose of the policy.

This is a candid acknowledgment that
generally PSUs are prone to ‘inefficiencies’
and ‘mismanagement’. The overarching
reason behind this is bureaucratic and
political interference in the working of
these undertakings - not merely in poli-
cy-making but also in their day-to-day
functioning. Although things have
improved under the Narendra Modi dis-
pensation (courtesy its focus on a ‘policy
driven state’, and increase in ‘transparen-
cy’), the basic ingredients remain intact.

Under Prime Minister Modi who is
committed to what he himself described
as ‘naa khaoonga, naa khaane doonga’,
while it is hard to fathom cases of the min-
isters asking the managements of PSUs for
favors, one cannot rule outgross interfer-
ence in their working which undermines
their ability to achieve high efficiency, keep
costs low and stay afloat in a competitive
environment.  

The majority ownership and control
by the Government gives the bureaucrat
a feeling of exercising command (albeit
remote) over management of the PSU. The
latter readily acquiescing adds to the sense
of bureaucratic power. Indeed, it is this
perverse relationship that lies at the root
of problems afflicting most of the PSUs.

The way forward is for the Government
to relinquish majority ownership and con-
trol. It must not exercise even ‘indirect’
control in a PSU which would happen if
another CPSU is allowed to bid for it.
Therefore, the decision of the MoF is very
apt. But, is the Government serious? The
facts don’t instill confidence.

In 2017-18, Union Government sold
51.11 percent of its shareholding in
Hindustan Petroleum Corporation
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Russian forces pounded tar-
gets across Ukraine, taking

aim at supply lines for foreign
weapons in the west and inten-
sifying an offensive in the east,
as the European Union moved
Wednesday to further punish
Moscow for the war with a pro-
posed ban on oil imports.

The Russian military said
Wednesday it used sea- and air-
launched precision guided mis-
siles to destroy electric power
facilities at five railway stations
across Ukraine, while artillery
and aircraft also struck troop
strongholds and fuel and
ammunition depots.

The defence minister said
a steel mill in Mariupol - the
last pocket of Ukrainian resis-
tance in that city - was sealed
off, a day after Russian troops
began storming it.

Ukrainian authorities,
meanwhile, said attacks in the
eastern Donbas region left 21
civilians dead.

The flurry of attacks over

the past day comes as Russia
prepares to celebrate Victory
Day on May 9, marking the
Soviet Union's defeat over Nazi
Germany. This year the world
is watching for signs of whether
Russian President Vladimir
Putin will use the occasion to
declare a limited victory - or
expand what he calls a "special
military operation" to a wider
war.

While the Russian attacks
were across a wide swath of the
country, some were concen-
trated in and around Lviv, the
western city close to the Polish
border that been gateway for
NATO-supplied weapons.

Explosions were heard late
Tuesday in the city, which has
seen only sporadic attacks dur-
ing the war and has become a
haven for civilians fleeing the
fighting elsewhere. The mayor
said the strikes damaged three
power substations, knocking
out electricity in parts of the
city and disrupting the water
supply. Two people were
wounded.

The strikes on the train sta-
tions were meant to disrupt the
delivery of Western weapons,
Russian Defence Ministry
spokesman Maj Gen Igor
Konashenkov said, while the
minister warned any such
deliveries are legitimate targets.

Sergei Shoigu told top mil-
itary brass Wednesday that the
West was "stuffing Ukraine
with weapons".

Western weaponry pouring
into Ukraine helped to blunt
Russia's initial offensive and
seems certain to play a central
role in the potentially decisive
battle for Ukraine's Donbas,
where Russian-backed sepa-
ratists have been battling
Ukrainian forces since 2014. 

Moscow shifted its focus to
the industrial region after fail-
ing to take Kyiv in the early
weeks of the war.

The governor of the eastern
Donetsk region, which lies in
the Donbas, said Russian
attacks left 21 dead on Tuesday,
the highest number of known
fatalities since April 8, when a

missile attack on the railway
station in Kramatorsk killed at
least 59 people.

Russia has deployed a sig-
nificant number of troops in
the region and appears to be
trying to advance in the north-
ern Donbas, as they try to cut
Ukrainian forces off, according
to an assessment from the
British Defence Ministry. 

However, Moscow's push
has been slow as Ukrainian
fighters dig in and use long-
range weapons to target the
Russians.The US believes
Ukrainians in recent days
pushed Russian forces about 40
km (25 miles) east of Kharkiv,
a northeastern city that lies out-
side the Donbas but is key to
the offensive there.

In another effort to con-
solidate their control in the
east, Russian forces began
storming the bombed-out steel
mill in Mariupol on Tuesday,
the city's last pocket of resis-
tance. The renewed push to
take the mill came after scores
of civilians were evacuated

from the plant's underground
tunnels after enduring weeks of
shelling.

Shoigu said Wednesday
that the fighters at the Azovstal

steel mill have been "securely
blocked" inside, while Russian
forces continue to demand
their surrender. The mill's
defenders have repeatedly

refused to lay down their
arms.In addition to supplying
weapons to Ukraine, Europe
and the United States have
sought to punish Moscow with

sanctions. The EU's top official
called on the 27-nation bloc on
Wednesday to ban Russian oil
imports.

"We will make sure that we
phase out Russian oil in an
orderly fashion, in a way that
allows us and our partners to
secure alternative supply routes
and minimises the impact on
global markets," European
Commission President Ursula
von der Leyen told the
European Parliament in
Strasbourg, France.

The proposals need to be
unanimously approved to take
effect and are likely to be the
subject of fierce debate.
Hungary and Slovakia have
already said they won't take
part in any oil sanctions, but
von der Leyen didn't elaborate
on whether they would receive
an exemption, which appears
likely. Von der Leyen also pro-
posed that Sberbank, Russia's
largest bank, and two other
major banks be disconnected
from the SWIFT international
banking payment system.
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She stood in just her
bathrobe in the freezing

basement of the Mariupol the-
atre, coated in white plaster
dust shaken loose by the explo-
sion. Her husband tugged at
her to leave and begged her to
cover her eyes.But she could-
n't help it - Oksana Syomina
looked. And to this day, she
wishes she hadn't. Bodies were
strewn everywhere, including
those of children. Syomina
had to step on the dead to
escape the building that had
served as the Ukrainian city's
main bomb shelter for more
than a week. 

Syomina, her husband and
about 30 others ran blindly
toward the sea and up the
shore for almost five miles
(eight kilometers) without
stopping, the theatre in ruins
behind them. 

"All the people are still
under the rubble, because the
rubble is still there," Syomina
said, weeping at the memory.
"This is one big mass grave." 

Amid all the horrors that
have unfolded in the war on
Ukraine, the Russian bombing
of the Donetsk Academic
Regional Drama Theater in
Mariupol on March 16 stands
out as the single deadliest
known attack against civilians

to date. An Associated Press
investigation has found evi-
dence that the attack was in
fact far deadlier than estimat-
ed, killing closer to 600 people
inside and outside the building.
That's almost double the death
toll cited so far.

The AP investigation
recreated what happened
inside the theatre on that day
from the accounts of 23 sur-
vivors, rescuers, and people
intimately familiar with its
new life as a bomb shelter. The
AP also reconstructed a 3D
model of the building based on
witness accounts, two sets of
floor plans of the theatre, pho-

tos and video taken inside
and feedback from experts
who reviewed the methodolo-
gy.With communications sev-
ered, people coming and going
constantly, and memories
blurred by trauma, an exact toll
is impossible to determine. 

The AP investigation
refutes Russian claims that the
theater was demolished by
Ukrainian forces or served as
a Ukrainian military base.
None of the witnesses saw
Ukrainian soldiers operating
inside the building. And not
one person doubted that the
theater was destroyed in a
Russian air attack aimed with

precision at a civilian target
with children in it.

The Russian siege of
Mariupol started in the first
days of March. The city soon
ordered the entire theater
opened as a bomb shelter,
given its size, its unusually
sturdy walls and its large base-
ment. 

About a week before the
bombing, the theater's set
designer used white paint to
inscribe the word "CHIL-
DREN" in Cyrillic letters on
the pavement outside, in the
hope of staving off an attack
from above. The signs, paint-
ed in both the front and back
entrances, were large enough
to be read even from satellites.

On March 9, a Russian
airstrike hit a maternity hos-
pital just a few blocks away, and
two or three pregnant women
moved to the theater for safe-
ty, according to two theater
employees. The women, along
with families with small chil-
dren, were given the most
comfortable dressing rooms
on the second floor. It would
turn out to be their doom. 

By March 15, around 1,200
people crammed into the
building, sleeping in offices,
corridors, balconies, the base-
ment. The theater became a
place where anyone could get
food and water supplied by the

Red Cross or news about pos-
sible evacuations. Among
those who showed up in the
hope of evacuating on the
morning of March 16 were the
Kutnyakov family and their
neighbours. 

"We were immediately
offered and poured tea," said
Galina Kutnyakova, the 56-
year-old matriarch. "You have
to imagine, we had hardly
eaten or drunk for six days.
Everyone was so happy
because of the hot tea." 

The basement was full
already. So were the first and
second floors. They saw a spot
on the third floor, near enor-
mous windows that everyone
knew would surely shatter into
knives of flying glass if the
building was hit. It was the
only place available, so they
took it. It was around 10 a.m.

Maria Kutnyakova,
Galina's 30-year-old daugh-
ter, walked outside and heard
a warplane. Then came the
explosion. 

She saw smoke rising from
the enormous park with the
theater at the center. The the-
ater stood bare, with a huge
chunk of its red roof on the
ground. The meter (three-
foot) thick walls by the field
kitchen had disintegrated to
dust. As people fled the oppo-
site way, Maria Kutnyakova ran

into the hall looking for her
mother and sister. Hoarse
shouts for family members
filled the air. At first she too
shouted "Mom," but she quick-
ly realized that everyone
around her was shouting the
same word. So she screamed
the family name instead. 

Someone answered,
"Masha Kutnyakova!" It sound-
ed like it came from some-
where in the ground, but only
the dead lay there. 

She went to the stairs
down to the basement and
bomb shelter. There, at the bot-
tom, stood her sister, covered
in plaster dust, with a cat. 

Their mother escaped out
of a side exit. They made their
way with a crowd of about 50
people to Mariupol's
Philharmonic, a nearby audi-
torium that also came under
shelling at sunset."God, this is
my cultural program for the
day," Maria Kutnyakova told
herself bitterly. 

The theater now lies in
ruins, with its side and center
blackened by fire. Russian
forces control the neighbour-
hood around it, and AP video
shows heavy equipment
swarming the rubble to further
dismantle it. But the questions
remain: How many bodies are
there, and what happened to
them? 
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Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy says

his country could not accept a
deal with Moscow that would
allow Russian troops to remain
in occupied territory.

Speaking Wednesday to
participants in the Wall Street
Journal CEO Council Summit,
Zelenskyy said Ukrainian
forces had halted the Russian
offensive in what he described
as the first stage of the conflict.
In the second stage, he said,
Ukraine would expel Russian
troops from its territory and in
the third, would move to fully
restore its territorial integrity.

Zelenskyy said he would
not accept a cease-fire deal that
would allow Russian forces to
remain in their current posi-
tions, insisting that “we will not
accept a frozen conflict”, but
gave no further details. He
warned that Ukraine would be
drawn into a “diplomatic quag-
mire” like the peace agree-
ment for eastern Ukraine that
was brokered by France and
Germany in 2015.

In 2014, Russia annexed
Ukraine's Crimean peninsula

and cast its support behind a
separatist rebellion in Ukraine's
eastern industrial heartland
called the Donbas. Russian
President Vladimir Putin has
named Ukraine's recognition of
the Russian sovereignty over
Crimea and its acknowledge-
ment of the separatist regions'
independence as key condi-
tions for halting hostilities.

Zelensky emphasised that
Putin must agree to meet him
to negotiate any deal to end the
fighting. He said it was impor-
tant to continue peace talks, but
noted that “until the Russian
president signs it or makes an
official statement I don't see the
point in such agreements”.
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His appeals for an Orthodox
Easter truce in Ukraine

went unheeded. His planned
meeting with the head of the
Russian Orthodox Church was

cancelled. A proposed visit to
Moscow? Nyet. Even his
attempt to showcase Russian-
Ukrainian friendship fell flat.

Pope Francis hasn't made
much of a diplomatic mark in
Russia's war in Ukraine, seem-

ingly unable to capitalise on his
moral authority, soft power or
direct line to Moscow to nudge
an end to the bloodshed or at
least a cease-fire.

Rather, Francis has found
himself in the unusual position
of having to explain his refusal
to call out Russia or President
Vladimir Putin by name -
popes don't do that, he said -
and to defend his "very good"
relations with the head of the
Russian Orthodox Church,
who has justified the war on
spiritual grounds.

While the long list of dead
ends would indicate a certain
ineffectiveness, it is par for the
course for the Vatican's unique
brand of diplomacy that strad-
dles geopolitical realities with
spiritual priorities, even when
they conflict.

And in the case of Ukraine,
they have: Francis has sought
to be a pastor to his local flock
in Ukraine, incessantly calling
for peace, sending cardinals in
with humanitarian aid and
even reportedly proposing that
a Vatican-flagged ship evacuate
civilians from the besieged
port of Mariupol.

But he has also kept alive
the Holy See's longer-term pol-
icy goal of healing relations
with the Russian Orthodox
Church, which split from Rome
along with the rest of
Orthodoxy over 1,000 years
ago. Up until recently, Francis
held out hope  that he would
secure a second meeting with
Russian Patriarch Kirill, even
while Moscow bombed
Ukrainian civilians.

Francis recently revealed
that their planned June meet-
ing in Jerusalem had been
called off, because Vatican
diplomats thought it would
send a "confusing" message.
But he also told an Italian
newspaper Tuesday that he
had offered to go to Moscow to
meet with Putin, and wondered
aloud if NATO's eastward

expansion hadn't provoked the
war.

To his critics, Francis' con-
tinued outreach to Moscow
even amid reported atrocities
harks back to the perceived
silence of Pope Pius XII, crit-
icized by some Jewish groups
for failing to speak out suffi-
ciently against the Holocaust.
The Vatican insists Pius' quiet
diplomacy helped save lives.

"Francis is doing what he
can, with the right priorities, to
stop the war, stop people from
suffering," said Anne Leahy,
who was Canada's ambassador
to the Holy See from 2008-12
and ambassador to Russia in
the late 1990s.

"But he's keeping channels
of communication open in
every way he can. Even if it
doesn't work, I think the idea
is to keep trying," she said.

Leahy noted that a pope
must have as a top priority this
Gospel-mandated objective to
unify Christians, and that rela-
tions with the Orthodox there-
fore must remain at the fore-
front. 

"Diplomacy is at the ser-
vice of the church's mission,
and not the other way around,"
she said in a telephone inter-
view.

At times, Francis' words
and gestures seem contradic-
tory: One day he sits down for
a videoconference with Kirill
that is prominently featured on
the website of the Russian

Orthodox Church with a
statement saying both sides
had expressed hope for a "just
peace." Three weeks later, he
kisses a battered Ukrainian
flag brought to him from
Bucha, where Ukrainian civil-
ians were found shot to death
with their hands bound.

The Vatican has a long tra-
dition of this dual-faceted
diplomacy. During the Cold
War, the policy of "Ostpolitik"
meant that the Vatican kept up
channels of communication
with the same Communist
governments that were perse-
cuting the faithful on the
ground, often to the dismay of
the local church. 

Francis' decision to con-
tinue with the "classic Vatican
diplomacy of Ostpolitik, of
dialoguing with the enemy
and not closing the door, is
debatable," said the Rev.
Stefano Caprio, professor of
church history at the Pontifical
Oriental Institute. 

"Those who are upset that
the pope isn't defending them
more are right, but those from
the diplomatic side who say
We can't throw away these rela-
tions' are also right. They are
obviously in contradiction,"
he said.

"But since we're not talking
about an argument of faith - we
aren't talking about the persons
of the Holy Trinity - you can
have opinions that differ from
the pope," he added.
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Sri Lankan police arrested 12
people for staging an anti-

government protest near the
Parliament building here on
Wednesday and supporting the
no-confidence against
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa
for mishandling the country's
worst economic crisis.

The protesters holding
placards and shouting slogans
against the lawmakers were
put into a bus and taken to a
nearby police station by the
policemen on duty as they
approached the parliament
building.

Main opposition leader
Sajith Premadasa told parlia-
ment that the protesters had
arrived at the parliament gate
to hand over a letter to the
Speaker of parliament.

Police minister Prasanna
Ranatunga said the protesters
had hooted at the parliamen-
tarians and that was a breach of
parliamentary privilege.

The arrest followed the

arrival of several thousands of
student activists who poured
onto the road leading to par-
liament where the riot police
stood by. The police attempt to
obtain a court order barring
demonstrations near parlia-
ment on May 5 and 6 was
rejected by the Kaduwela mag-
istrate, the lawyers claimed.

Meanwhile, the Colombo
magistrate court has issued an
order to remove all structures
placed on the pavement of
Temple Tress, the office cum
residence of Prime Minister
Mahinda Rajapaksa.

The protesters who
demand the resignation of
Rajapaksa have been stationed
there since April 26. The police
in order to obstruct them had
parked passenger buses on the
pavement.

The protesters continued to
carry on with their protest.

Responding to protests for
the prime minister's resigna-
tion, minister Dinesh
Gunawardena said Rajapaksa
won't resign and would address

Parliament soon on the current
situation.

Sri Lanka's main Opposition
party Samagi Jana Balawegaya
(SJB) on Tuesday handed over to
the parliamentary Speaker
motions of no-confidence
against President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa and the government
for mishandling the country's
worst economic crisis.

Sri Lanka is in the grip of
an unprecedented economic
turmoil since its independence
from Britain in 1948. The cri-
sis is caused in part by a lack of
foreign currency, which has
meant that the country cannot

afford to pay for imports of sta-
ple foods and fuel, leading to
acute shortages and very high
prices.

Months of lengthy black-
outs and acute shortages of
food, fuel and pharmaceuticals
have triggered widespread
protests calling for the gov-
ernment's resignation.

Sri Lanka needs at least $4
billion to tide over its mount-
ing economic woes, and talks
with international institutions
such as the World Bank as well
as countries like China and
Japan for financial assistance
have been going on.
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Sri Lanka's Parliament is set to
convene on Wednesday for a

crucial session, a day after Sri
Lanka's main Opposition party
SJB handed over to the parlia-
mentary Speaker motions of no-
confidence against President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa and the
government for mishandling
the country's worst economic
crisis.

Samagi Jana Balawegaya
(SJB) handed over to the par-
liamentary Speaker Mahinda
Yapa Abeywardena motions of
no-confidence, even as the
government announced the
appointment of a Cabinet sub-
committee to look into the pro-
posal for a new 
Constitution.

"We met the Speaker at his
residence and handed over
two no-trust motions, the first
one against the President under
Article 42 of the Constitution
and the other against the gov-

ernment," Samagi Jana
Balawegaya (SJB) General
Secretary Ranjith Madduma
Bandara said.

"We want these taken as
quickly as possible," Bandara
said. Article 42 stipulates that
the President is responsible to
Parliament for the exercise,
performance and discharge of

his functions.
Any motion needs seven

days' notice before getting into
the order paper for debate. The
date has to be agreed upon at
the party leaders' meeting
where the business of the
House is agreed upon. 

The Parliament meets
Wednesday for the first of
eight sittings this month. 

In the normal business list-
ed for Wednesday, Finance
Minister Ali Sabry is to inform
the House of the talks with the
IMF held in Washington last
month. Sri Lanka reached out to
the IMF for a possible bailout
after suffering its worst economic
crisis since independence. Sabry
told reporters last week that Sri
Lanka's foreign reserves were at
zero levels. Meanwhile, a possi-
ble secret vote on Wednesday in
parliament for the deputy speak-
er's position could become vital
to prove the majority in the
House, analysts said.

The SJB said they would

field a candidate for the post of
Deputy Speaker of Parliament.
The position has fallen vacant
with the resignation of the
icumbent Ranjith
Siyamabalapitiya.

Siyamabalapitiya is part of
the Sri Lanka Freedom Party
(SLFP) of the former President
Maithripala Sirisena which had
split from the ruling Sri Lanka
Podujana Peramuna (SLPP)
coalition.

"We will be fielding our
candidate for the position
(deputy speaker) if the Speaker
announces it today," Harshana
Rajakaruna, a main opposition
SJB legislator told 
reporters.

The vote would only be
possible if president Gotabaya
Rajapaksa acknowledges
Siyambalapitiya's resignation.

Prime Minister Mahinda
Rajapaksa is also expected to
make an announcement on
Wednesday, the ruling party
sources said. 
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Japanese Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida met with

Pope Francis and top Vatican
officials in talks about the need
for "a world free of nuclear
weapons", the Vatican said
Wednesday.

The meeting came as
nuclear-armed Russia pressed
its war in Ukraine and after
North Korea launched a bal-
listic missile toward its eastern
waters and vowed to speed up
the development of its own
nuclear arsenal.

Kishida and Francis spoke
privately for about 25 minutes
in a Vatican reception room.
Kishida then met with the
Vatican secretary of state,
Cardinal Pietro Parolin, and the
Vatican foreign minister.

In a statement, the Vatican
said the talks touched on bilat-
eral and international relations
"with particular attention to the
war in Ukraine, stressing the
urgency of dialogue and peace
and expressing the hope, to this

end, for a world free of nuclear
weapons".

Francis has changed
church teaching on nuclear
weapons, saying their mere
possession was "immoral". He
made the comments during a
2019 visit to Japan, where he
paid tribute to survivors of the
atomic bombs in Nagasaki and
Hiroshima.

North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un recently vowed to
speed up the development of
his nuclear weapons "at the
fastest possible pace" and
threatened to use them against
rivals. Speaking to reporters in
Rome, Kishida said the North's
actions that "threaten the peace,
safety and stability of the inter-
national community are imper-
missible".

South Korean and Japanese
officials reported Wednesday
that North Korea had test-
fired a ballistic missile.

Kishida said he planned to
discuss the missile launch when
he meets with Italian Premier
Mario Draghi later Wednesday.
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China's capital Beijing on
Wednesday shut down sev-

eral metro stations besides
schools, restaurants and busi-
nesses and ordered daily
COVID-19 testing of its 21 mil-
lion people as it ramped up
measures to prevent the spread
of the highly transmissible
Omicron variant which has
brought the financial hub
Shanghai to halt for over a
month. Beijing reported 53
new COVID-19 cases in the
last 24 hours, taking the total
to over 500 cases as the capital
continues enforcing strict anti-
virus measures and postponed
school reopening for a week as
a precautionary measure.

The capital city on
Wednesday closed over 40 sub-
way stations, about 10 per cent
of the total, and 158 bus routes.  

Most of the suspended sta-
tions and services are in the
Chaoyang district, the promi-
nent area in the city housing
the top leaders as well as diplo-
matic enclaves.

All kindergartens, primary

and middle schools and sec-
ondary vocational schools in
Beijing have postponed resum-
ing classes for a week until May
11, official media reported.
When students will return to
schools would be based on the
COVID-19 situation, Beijing
authorities said.

Those who really need to
leave Beijing must present a
nucleic acid test negative certifi-
cate taken within 48 hours and
a green health code before
boarding a plane or a 
train.  Airports and railway sta-
tions will strengthen inspection,
and spot checks will also be car-
ried out on those leaving Beijing
by road. Anyone who is unable
to present a green health code
will not be allowed to enter or
leave Beijing, officials confirmed
at the press conference, state-run
Global Times reported.

Meanwhile, the city began

everyday testing of all the peo-
ple for the next three days shift-
ing from testing to alternative
days. Millions of people lined
up at the designated points to
undergo the tests.

The city, meanwhile, wore
a deserted look with people
staying indoors as the four-day
May Day holidays were set to
end on Wednesday.

In Shanghai which is under
lockdown for over a month, the
number of COVID infections
fell for the 13th consecutive day.
The city reported 4,982 cases on
Wednesday from tests con-
ducted in the previous 24 hours,
bringing the number of con-
firmed cases to over 580,000 -
in stark contrast to just over 500
cases in Beijing, the Hong
Kong-based South China
Morning Post reported.
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As women in the United
States find themselves on

the verge of possibly losing the
constitutional right to abortion,
courts in many other parts of
the world have been moving in
the opposite direction.

That includes in a number
of traditionally conservative
societies — such as recently in
Colombia, where the
Constitutional Court in
February legalized the proce-
dure until the 24th week of
pregnancy, part of a broader
trend seen in parts of heavily
Catholic Latin America.

It's not yet clear what
impact there will be outside the
United States from the leaked
draft opinion suggesting the US

Supreme Court could over-
turn the landmark 1973 Roe v
Wade decision.

But for women's activists
who for years have led grind-
ing campaigns demanding
open access to abortion, often
looking to the United States as
a model, it's a discouraging sign
and a reminder that hard-won
gains can be impermanent.

“It is an awful precedent for
the coming years for the region
and the world,” said Colombian
Catalina Martinez Coral, Latin
America and Caribbean direc-

tor for the New York-based
Centre for Reproductive
Rights, which was among the
groups that litigated the abor-
tion case in Colombia's high
court.

The February ruling there
established a broad right for
women to have abortions with-
in the 24-week period, where-
as previously they could do so
only in specific cases such as if
a foetus presented malforma-
tions or a pregnancy resulted
from rape. Abortion is still
allowed after that period under
those special circumstances.

The decision fell short of
advocates' hopes for a complete
decriminalisation, but
Martinez Coral said it still left
Colombia with the “most pro-
gressive legal framework in
Latin America”.
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The primary elections in
Ohio and Indiana on

Tuesday stood as the first real
test of former President Donald
Trump's status as the
Republican Party kingmaker -
and he passed.

Trump's chosen candidate,
"Hillbilly Elegy" author and
one-time investment banker JD
Vance, won the crowded
Republican primary for U.S.
Senate in Ohio, giving Trump
a strong beginning to primary
season.

Vance, former State
Treasurer Josh Mandel, busi-
nessman Mike Gibbons and
former state GOP chair Jane
Timken all vied for Trump's
endorsement, increasingly
adopting language that mir-
rored the former president's
bombastic, populist style. In the

end, Trump went with Vance,
who in 2016 said the celebrity
businessman could become
"America's Hitler" but has since
become an avid supporter.

Vance wooed the former
president by echoing his bash-
ing of immigrants, skepticism
about U.S. Military involve-
ment overseas - even in support
of Ukraine - and lies about
Trump's defeat in the 2020 elec-
tion. Lagging in the polls when
he received Trump's endorse-
ment three weeks ago, Vance

made it a centerpiece of his
closing pitch and vaulted ahead
of his rivals.

Vance will face Democratic
U.S. Rep. Tim Ryan in
November's general election as
they compete for the seat held
by retiring GOP Sen. Rob
Portman. Trump won Ohio by
8 percentage points in 2020,
and the state has swung to the
right under his influence.
Replacing Portman, a tradi-
tional Republican and no fan of
Trump's, with Vance would
move the Senate further in the
former president's direction.

Ohio's Republican secre-
tary of state, Frank LaRose, eas-
ily survived a primary chal-
lenge from John Adams, who
denies that President Joe Biden
won the 2020 election and ran
as a full-throated skeptic of
modern voting systems.

But Ohio's Republican pri-

mary still shows the power that
Trump's election lies have on
his party's base. An AP-NORC
poll last year found two-thirds
of Republicans believe Biden
was not legitimately elected,
even though the contest was
free of any significant voter
fraud and repeated investiga-
tions, audits and court cases
have disproved Trump's claims.
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Hecklers interrupted Israel's
prime minister for sever-

al minutes during a Memorial
Day address on Wednesday in
which he called for unity, lay-
ing bare the country's internal
divisions even as it mourns its
dead. 

At least two people shout-
ed "swindler" and "shame" as
Naftali Bennett cast ongoing
friction among Jews as an exis-
tential threat to the country. At
one point, Bennett, whose fam-
ily has received death threats in
recent weeks, put his hand
over his heart as he looked out
over the crowd at the Mount
Herzl military cemetery in
Jerusalem. 

"Bereaved families are holy.
You are allowed to shout, you
are allowed to mourn," he said
as the yelling and screaming

continued for several minutes.
"I hear the pain."

It was not clear who the
hecklers were. Bennett has
faced vicious criticism from
erstwhile allies on Israel's
nationalist right for forming a
coalition government with left-
wing parties and an Arab fac-
tion last year following a series
of gridlocked elections. 

It was a sharp display of
bitterness on a day and in a set-
ting that are among Israel's
most solemn. A few hours ear-
lier, sirens wailing for two
minutes called the country to
a halt. People stopped and
stood, heads bowed, in honour
of more than 24,000 people lost
in the nation's conflicts. In
addition to the soldiers killed,
Memorial Day honors more
than 3,000 people killed in
militant attacks.

Typically, bereaved families

visit cemeteries and attend
memorial ceremonies, as tele-
vision and radio shift pro-
gramming to somber music,
broadcasts of memorial ser-
vices and documentaries about
slain soldiers. At sundown, the
occasion turns festive as Israelis
celebrate Independence Day
with military flyovers and par-
ties. 

Bennett's unity theme was
familiar, and personal. 

Last week, as Israel remem-
bered the 6 million Jews killed
during the Holocaust, Bennett
pleaded for Israelis to refrain
from fighting one another even
at a time of great division in the
fragile government he 
leads. 

In recent days, his family
has received two separate death
threats in packages that includ-
ed live ammunition, demand-
ing he resign.
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New Delhi: Apparel exporters' body AEPC on Wednesday urged
the government to take immediate measures to contain rising
prices of raw materials as the continuous surge has impacted the
entire value chain of the industry.

The price of cotton yarn, which was around Rs 376 per
kilogramme in March, rose to Rs 406 in April and further to Rs
446 a kg as of now, the Apparel Export Promotion Council
(AEPC) said in a statement.The prices of yarn have more than
doubled from Rs 200 per kg witnessed 18 months ago, it said.

Flagging the continuous increase in the cost of cotton yarn
which is critical to the apparel industry, AEPC sought the gov-
ernment's immediate intervention in order to meet the country's
annual export target.  “On behalf of the apparel industry, AEPC
has requested the government to take immediate measures so
that the RMG (Ready-Made Garments) export target of USD 20
billion for 2022-23 is met," it added.

AEPC chairman Narendra Goenka said that with export
orders in hand, the industry is making efforts to increase its pro-
duction capacity. However, the continuous rise in the cost of raw
material has impacted the entire apparel value chain and led to
increase in the garment price.

"The apparel exporters have been facing a lot of resistance
by the buyers towards placing new orders due to this continu-
ous increase," he said, adding that the Indian traders are already
losing out to its competitors in Bangladesh due to their FTAs (Free
Trade Agreements) in markets like the European Union. PTI
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New Delhi: The coal ministry
will hold a high-level Investors'
Meet on Friday in a bid to
attract investments from the
private sector.

Coal Minister Pralhad
Joshi will launch the event to be
held in Mumbai.

"Joshi will be launching a
high level Investors' Meet in
Mumbai on 6th May, 2022
focussing on the topics of
'Launching  of closed/discon-
tinued coal mines of Coal
India Ltd (CIL) on revenue
sharing mode' and 'Coal
Gasification; Way Forward',"
the ministry said in a state-
ment.

To be organised by the
Ministry of Coal in association
with CIL and FICCI, the
Investors' Meet will also be
addressed by Minister of State
for Coal, Mines and Railways
Raosaheb Patil Danve.

Coal Secretary Anil
Kumar Jain and other senior
functionaries of the ministry,
CIL and experts from the sec-
tor will attend the day-long

meet.
During the forenoon ses-

sion, presentations and talks
will be held on showcasing the
opportunities in the launch of
closed/discontinued coal mines
and aspects pertaining to rev-
enue sharing model.

For effective implementa-
tion of coal gasification projects
in India, the afternoon session
will be marked by address of
both the ministers. Joshi will
chair the session with a view to
understand the expectation of
the private sector to join the
efforts of the government in
achieving 100 million tonnes
(MT) coal gasification by 2030.

India has a reserve of 307
billion tonnes of thermal coal
and about 80 per cent of dry-
coal produced is used in ther-
mal power plants. Amid envi-
ronmental concerns, the gov-
ernment has prepared a
Mission document for Coal
Gasification of 100 MT by
2030 as it is considered a clean-
er option compared to burning
of coal. PTI
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New Delhi: India on
Wednesday asserted that its
energy purchases from Russia
remain 'minuscule' in com-
parison to its total consump-
tion and that legitimate ener-
gy transactions cannot be
politicised as energy export
from Russia are yet to be sanc-
tioned.

The world's third-biggest
oil-consuming and importing
nation has in recent weeks
snapped few cargoes available
from Russia at deep discounts
as part of its plans to diversify
its import basket. These pur-
chases have been commented
upon.

“India's legitimate energy
transactions cannot be politi-
cized," the oil ministry said in
a statement reacting to such
reports.”Energy flows are yet to
be sanctioned."

It went on to state that the
reports”make conjectures and
try to sensationalize routine
purchase of crude oil by Indian
oil companies from Russia
based" and this is a part of ”a
pre-meditated attempt to fur-
ther destabilize an already frag-
ile global oil market."

“India's energy needs are
enormous with daily con-
sumption of around 5 million
barrels and a refining capacity
of 250 million tonnes per
annum," it said.”For energy
security and to fulfil its objec-
tive of providing energy justice

to each of its citizens, Indian
energy companies buy from all
major oil producers in the
world."

It, however, did not quan-
tify the purchases made from
Russia.

“Our top 10 import desti-
nations are mostly from West
Asia. In the recent past, USA
has become a major crude oil
source for India, supplying
almost USD 13 billion worth of
energy imports, with almost 7.3
per cent of market share of
crude oil imports," the state-
ment said.

India, it said, has been
constrained to pay ever-
increasing prices charged by
certain oil suppliers, which is
leading India to diversify its

sources of procurement.
“Meanwhile, energy

demand in India remains
inelastic. At the current price
levels, many countries in the
immediate neighbourhood are
facing severe fuel shortages
and chaos due to high fuel
inflation," it said adding the
Government has ensured
access to affordable energy to
Indian citizens despite chal-
lenging times.

The ministry said Indian
energy companies have been
sourcing energy supplies from
Russia, on a sustained basis,
over the past several
years.”Yearly figures may have
varied due to a variety of rea-
sons, including operational
necessities." PTI
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London: A British parlia-
mentary committee scrutinis-
ing draft online safety legisla-
tion has invited Elon Musk to
discuss his plans to buy Twitter
and the changes he's proposing
for the social media platform.

Parliament's digital com-
mittee asked the Tesla CEO on
Wednesday to give evidence
about his proposals”in more
depth”.

Musk said it's too early to
give an answer.

“I am honoured and thank
the Parliament for their invi-
tation, but it would be prema-
ture at this time to accept, given
that there has not yet been a
shareholder vote" to approve
the deal, he said by email.

The committee said it's
interested in Musk's plans,
especially his intention to roll
out verification for all users,
which echoes its own recom-
mendations to the UK gov-
ernment.

Musk has said he wants
Twitter to”authenticate all
humans”, an ambiguous pro-
posal that could be related to
his desire to rid the website of
automated spam accounts.

The UK government's
online safety bill, which is
being examined by lawmakers
in Parliament, would give reg-
ulators wide-ranging powers to

crack down on digital and
social media companies.

Among the bill's measures
aimed at combating online
abuse is a requirement for the
biggest platforms to give users
the option to verify their iden-
tity and the choice not to inter-
act with unverified users.

“At a time when social
media companies face the
prospect of tighter regulations
around the world, we're keen to
learn more about how Mr
Musk will balance his clear
commitment to free speech
with new obligations to protect
Twitter's users from online
harms,” committee chair Julian
Knight said.

It's not the first time the
committee has invited a tech
boss to testify. In 2018,
Facebook CEO Mark
Zuckerberg declined an invi-
tation to answer questions as
part of its investigation into
fake news. AP

New Delhi: Investors became
poorer by over Rs 6.27 lakh
crore on Wednesday as markets
crashed after the RBI hiked the
policy rate by 40 bps in a sur-
prise move.

The 30-share BSE bench-
mark Sensex tumbled 1,306.96
points or 2.29 per cent to set-
tle at 55,669.03. During the day,
it plummeted 1,474.39 points
or 2.58 per cent to 55,501.60.

In tandem with the slump
in equities, the market capital-
isation of BSE-listed firms tum-
bled Rs 6,27,359.72 crore to
stand at Rs 2,59,60,852.44
crore.

Home, auto and other loan
EMIs are likely to increase
after the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) hiked its key interest rate
by 40 bps in a surprise move on
Wednesday in an effort to
tame inflation that has
remained stubbornly above
target in recent months.

The increase in repo rate -
- the rate at which RBI lends to
commercial banks -- to 4.40
per cent from a record low of
4 per cent is the first since
August 2018, as well as the first
instance of the RBI Governor-
headed Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) holding an
unscheduled meeting for rais-
ing interest rates.

The RBI also hiked the
cash reserve ratio (CRR) by 50

basis points to 4.5 per cent,
which will now require banks
to park more money with the
central bank and leave them
with less to loan to consumers.

"RBI surprised the markets
with a 40 bps hike in repo rate
and a 50 bps CRR hike, in an
off-cycle meet by the MPC on
Wednesday. The markets have
obviously been taken by sur-
prise," said Unmesh Kulkarni,
Managing Director Senior
Advisor, Julius Baer India.

Shrikant Chouhan, Head
of Equity Research (Retail),
Kotak Securities Ltd,
said,”Ahead of the Fed meeting

in the US, the Reserve Bank has
created a stir in the Indian mar-
kets by suddenly increasing
interest rates. Behind this, we
saw a sudden drop in the
benchmark indices."

Bajaj Finance, Bajaj
Finserv, Titan, IndusInd Bank,
HDFC Bank, Dr Reddy's and
Maruti were the prominent
laggards from the Sensex pack.

In contrast, PowerGrid,
NTPC and Kotak Mahindra
Bank closed in the green. In the
broader market, the BSE mid-
cap gauge tumbled 2.63 per
cent and smallcap index
declined 2.11 per cent. PTI
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New Delhi: The Reserve Bank's
decision to hike key policy rates
will impact the growth of real
estate industry and may hit the
housing demand, according to
industry players.

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) on Wednesday hiked
the benchmark lending rate by
40 basis points (bps) to 4.40 per
cent to contain inflation. It also
raised the amount of deposits
that banks are required to
maintain as cash reserve by 50
bps to 4.5 per cent to suck out
Rs 87,000 crore of liquidity
from the banking system.

Commenting on the poli-
cy, industry body CREDAI's
President Harsh Vardhan
Patodia, said,”The low repo
rates had given a boost to the
real estate sector during the
course of the pandemic. Raising
of repo rate by RBI is a surprise
for real estate industry given the
inflationary trends."

“We are witnessing trends
of growth momentum in the
realty sector and developers
have largely stayed resilient in

the midst of challenges from
the pandemic. Though this
escalation will impact the buy-
ing power of consumers, we
feel the impact will be taken in
stride by the home buyers," he
added.

Boman Irani, President,
CREDAI-MCHI, said this sud-
den increase of repo rate cou-
pled with inflation will indeed
impact the industry's growth. 

“Given the escalations and
skyrocketing prices of raw
materials, buyers may become
reluctant to borrow from banks
at a higher rate of interest.
Though RBI has maintained
the benchmark lending rate at
a record low for a long time,
CREDAI-MCHI requests not
to increase the rate further and
to support the growth of indus-
tries," he added. Anarock's
Chairman Anuj Puri said this
hike signals an imminent end to
the all-time low interest regime,
which has been one of the major
drivers behind home sales across
the country since the pandem-
ic began. PTI
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Chennai: US pharmaceutical
company Pfizer has set up its
global drug development cen-
tre at the Indian Institute of
Technology-Madras Research
Park here, at an outlay of over
Rs 150 crore.

The centre, which employs
250 scientists and technicians,
would develop innovative for-
mulations, small molecules and
active pharmaceutical ingredi-
ents (APIs).

According to company, the
centre would develop and sup-
port products in global markets
and Pfizer's manufacturing
centres, worldwide.

The facility is among 12
centres established worldwide,
and the first in Asia.

Pfizer India, country man-
ager, S Sridhar said,”The
Pfizer's drug development cen-
tre at the IIT M Research Park
is a positive opportunity to
establish truly one of the most
advanced laboratories that it is

setting up for research and
development, in Chennai and
opportunity to showcase the
potential of R&D in the coun-
try."

"The world-class scientific,
technology and innovation dri-
ven Research Park campus
provides an ideal setting for our
work. We are hopeful that the

proximity to IIT Madras and
other technology Research
Park start-ups will also improve
academia and industry part-
nerships..," he said in a state-
ment. The company has invest-
ed USD 20 million (Rs 150 plus
crore) in the centre spread
across 61,000 square foot at the
IIT-M Research Park. PTI
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New Delhi: India's services
exports set a new record of
USD 254.4 billion (about Rs 19
lakh crore) in 2021-2022, the
commerce ministry said on
Wednesday.

The exports also hit an
all-time monthly high of USD
26.9 billion in March, it said.

Telecommunications, com-
puter, and information ser-
vices, other business services
and transport are the top con-
tributors to the exports, it
added."The new record
achieved in 2021-22 beats the
previous high of USD 213.2 bil-
lion in 2019-20," it said. PTI
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New Delhi: Honda Cars India
on Wednesday said it has
launched City e:HEV priced at
Rs 19.49 lakh (ex-showroom,
Delhi), marking its debut in the
strong hybrid electric vehicle
segment in the country.

The City e:HEV is the first
car in the mainstream segment
equipped with strong hybrid
electric technology, the
automaker said in a statement.

As per the company, the
model, an extension of its City
model range, features self-
charging two-motor strong

hybrid system connected to a
1.5 litre petrol engine, entailing
a peak power of 126 PS and fuel
efficiency of 26.5 km per litre.

Honda has also introduced
its advanced intelligent safety
technology”Honda SENSING"
for the first time in India with
the new City e:HEV.

The company has reiter-
ated its global vision to realise
carbon neutrality and zero col-
lision fatalities by 2050, it
noted.

“Today, we embark on our
electrification journey in India

with the launch of new City
e:HEV, reaffirming our com-
mitment to bringing the best
and most meaningful tech-
nologies to the country," Honda
Cars India President & CEO
Takuya Tsumura stated.

The tremendous response
received on the unveiling of the
model last month reflects the
acceptance of the strong hybrid
technology in the mainstream
segment, he added.

“We believe this self-charg-
ing hybrid electric model,
which comes with first-in-seg-

ment advanced intelligent suite
of safety technologies Honda
SENSING, is the most practi-
cal solution available in the
market and will help customers
in making a smooth transition
towards an electrified future,"
Tsumara said.

Besides great performance,
the revolutionary self-charging
two-motor strong hybrid sys-
tem offers outstanding fuel
economy of 26.5 km/l with
ultra-low emissions, he added.

“We are manufacturing the
City e:HEV in India in line with

our commitment towards the
Indian Government's Make-in-
India vision," Tsumara said.

The company is producing
the model at its Tapukara,
Rajasthan-based manufactur-
ing facility.

Honda said it will begin
the deliveries of the model
from its dealer network across
the country immediately after
the launch.

City e:HEV offers three
driving modes – EV drive,
hybrid drive and engine drive,
along with regeneration mode

during deceleration. 
The model also comes with

safety features, including colli-
sion mitigation braking system
(CMBS), adaptive cruise con-
trol, road departure mitigation
(RDM), lane keeping assist
system (LKAS) and auto high-
beam.

The sedan also comes
equipped with 37 connected
features which now work with
smart watch devices in addition
to already existing integration
with Alexa and OK 
Google. PTI
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New Delhi: LIC's public offer,
the country's biggest-ever IPO,
saw the policyholders' portion
being oversubscribed on the
first day itself on Wednesday,
though overall subscription
stood at just 66 per cent.

The government aims to
generate about � 21,000 crore
by selling 3.5 per cent stake in
the insurance behemoth.

The LIC initial public
offering (IPO), open for retail
and institutional investors, is set
to close on May 9. The issue
period also includes bidding on
Saturday, May 7.

The portion reserved for
policyholders was subscribed
1.9 times, while that for
employees was fully subscribed
during the first day itself, as per
data available on the BSE.

LIC has fixed the price
band at � 902-949 per equity
share for the issue. The offer
includes a reservation for eli-
gible employees and policy-
holders. The retail investors

and eligible employees will get
a discount of � 45 per equity
share, while policyholders will
get a discount of �60.

However, demand from
qualified institutional buyers
(QIBs) and non-institutional
investors was muted. 

The non-institutional
investors' portion was sub-
scribed 26 per cent while QIBs'
portion was slightly higher at
33 per cent.

Retail Individual Investor
category picked up nearly 50
per cent of the 6.9 crore shares
set aside for this segment.

The share sale is through
an offer-for-sale (OFS) of up to
22.13 crore equity shares. The
shares are likely to be listed on
May 17.

LIC has mopped up a little
over �5,627 crore from anchor
investors led primarily by
domestic institutions. Anchor
Investors (AIs) portion
(5,92,96,853 equity shares) was
subscribed at � 949 per equity

share.
LIC reduced its IPO size to

3.5 per cent from 5 per cent
decided earlier due to the pre-
vailing choppy market condi-
tions. Even after the reduced
size of about �20,557 crore, LIC
IPO is going to be the biggest
initial public offering ever in
the country.

So far, the amount
mobilised from the IPO of
Paytm in 2021 was the largest
ever at �18,300 crore, followed
by Coal India (2010) at nearly
�15,500 crore and Reliance
Power (2008) at �11,700 crore.

LIC was formed by merg-
ing and nationalising 245 pri-
vate life insurance companies
on September 1, 1956, with an
initial capital of �5 
crore.

Its product portfolio com-
prises 32 individual products
(16 participating and 16 non-
participating products) and
seven individual optional rider
benefits. PTI

New Delhi: The government
has extended the deadline to
submit applications under the
production-linked incentive
scheme for speciality steel till
May 31, according to an official
notification.

The deadline has been
extended for the second time.
Initially, March 29 was the last
date for manufacturers to apply
for the benefits under the PLI
(Production-Linked Incentive)
scheme for speciality steel. It
was later extended till April 30.

“...The application window
(for scheme) will be kept open
up till May 31, 2022,"   accord-
ing the steel ministry notifica-
tion dated April 28.

Earlier, an official in the
ministry had told PTI that the
government was considering
modifications in the PLI
scheme for speciality steel after
steel makers raised certain
concerns.

The government is work-
ing on a uniform incentive on
the production of speciality
steel and considering inclusion
of more grades, especially those
used in the defence sector, to
the scheme, the official had
said.

On July 22 last year, the
Union Cabinet chaired by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
had approved a Rs 6,322-crore
PLI scheme to boost the pro-
duction of speciality steel in the
country.

The move is expected to
attract an additional investment
of about Rs 40,000 crore and
create 5.25 lakh job opportu-
nities. PTI 
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The Ministry of Civil
Aviation (MoCA) has

extended the term of the GMR
Hyderabad International
Airport (GHIAL) concession
pact for the Rajiv Gandhi
International Airport (RGIA)
for another 30 years.

The airport, a step down
subsidiary of GMR
Infrastructure (GIL) received a
letter of confirmation from

the Ministry of Civil Aviation
(MoCA). The extension is from
March 23, 2038 up to March
22, 2068 for terms of the agree-
ment dated December 20,
2004.

The GMR Group's state-
ment said the extension granted
by the MoCA is in terms of the
concession agreement that was
signed between the MoCA and
the GMR Hyderabad
International Airport Limited
(GHIAL) on December 20, 2004.
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Liverpool held off a stirring
comeback from Villarreal to
reach the Champions League

final on Tuesday as second-half
goals from Fabinho, Luis Diaz and
Sadio Mane secured a 5-2 aggregate
victory.

Trailing 2-0 from the first leg,
Villarreal sparked hopes of a
remarkable turnaround in the return
at the Estadio de la Ceramica after
Boulaye Dia finished in the third
minute and Francis Coquelin head-
ed in another to level the tie at 2-2.

But Jurgen Klopp threw on
Diaz for Diogo Jota at the interval
to shake Liverpool into life and it
worked, the visitors scoring three
times in 12 minutes to kill off
Villarreal's revival and advance to
their third Champions League final
in five years.

Liverpool will await the winner
of Real Madrid and Manchester
City, who play their second leg at the
Santiago Bernabeu on Wednesday,
with City leading 4-3 from the
opener last week.

Either City or Madrid will offer
a sterner test than Villarreal, but
after a chastening experience at
Anfield last week, Unai Emery's side
delivered a spirited performance
that rattled Liverpool and showed
why they knocked out both Juventus

and Bayern Munich to reach the
semi-finals.

Liverpool were careless, perhaps
complacent even, in the first half but
sensational in the second, finding an
intensity and pace Villarreal were
simply unable to match.

Diaz, who started on the bench
but was integral to the fightback, was
excellent again and may soon be an
automatic starter for Klopp.

A banner draped behind the
Villarreal goal at one end read "90
minutes from our dream" while
before kick-off the stadium
announcer shouted "it's possible, the
comeback is possible!"

And if anyone inside the ground
was still sceptical they were given an
early injection of belief in the third
minute as Pervis Estupinan swung
in a cross from the left to Etienne
Capoue at the back post.

Under pressure from Andy
Robertson, Capoue skewed his fin-
ish horizontally, landing perfectly for
the arriving Dia to sidefoot in.

Liverpool occasionally threat-
ened on the break, with Mohamed

Salah rolling Estupinan down the
left and feeding Jota in the middle
but Geronimo Rulli was quick to
rush out and claw the ball away.

But Liverpool lacked their usual
control and precision, with Alisson
Becker booting the ball into touch
before Naby Keita's misplaced pass
back to his own defence almost
resulted in Giovani Lo Celso earn-
ing a penalty.

The second goal came four
minutes before half-time as Pau
Torres launched a long ball from
deep for Capoue to run onto.

Capoue's first touch cannoned
away from him but he recovered,
controlling and twisting away from
Robertson before hanging up a
superb cross with his left foot to the
back post, where Coquelin climbed
above Trent Alexander-Arnold and
headed in.
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The half-time whistle prompt-

ed huge cheers from the home
fans, whose team were level in the
tie, and a change from Klopp as Diaz

replaced Jota.
Liverpool looked like a team

smarting from a scolding after the
break. They were rushing now to
take throw-ins, eager to find the
intensity they had previously lacked.

Alexander-Arnold's deflected
shot from distance looped onto the
crossbar. Diaz volleyed over at the
back post. And then Fabinho fired
in, latching onto a Salah pass and
shooting early through the legs of
Rulli, who seemed to have expect-
ed the cross.

This was a more familiar
Liverpool, hitting a level Villarreal
could not match, and five minutes
later they scored a second, restoring
their two-goal advantage on aggre-
gate.

Alexander-Arnold was given
too much space on the right and
floated a cross into the area where
Diaz, off-balance, aimed an excel-
lent header down and in.

Seven minutes later, Liverpool
delivered the final blow, as Rulli
rushed out to close down a launched
ball forward but failed to get there

first.
Mane sprinted clear and rolled

into an open net before Capoue was
sent off, earning a second yellow
card with six minutes left.
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Jurgen Klopp
said reach-

ing a third
C h a m p i o n s
League final in
five years with
Liverpool felt just
as special as the
first after his team
saw off a spirited
fightback from
Villarreal  on
Tuesday to keep
their quadruple
hopes alive.

"It feels like the
first final because
it's always so special
-- it's the best club
competition in the
world," Klopp said.
"Respect to
V i l l a r r e a l .
Wonderful sta-
dium and what
they are doing
here is
incredible. It
feels so spe-
cial because
it was so diffi-
cult for us.

"It was massive from
the boys. Before the

game I said I'd like to read the
headlines that the mentality
monsters were in town. I didn't
want us to defend the result but
go for the win, and the second
half was like this."

"To be in a final is never easy
and to make this a third in five
years is incredible from this
group of boys," Liverpool's Andy
Robertson said. "As fans and

players, we should never
take days like this for grant-
ed."

Liverpool were careless,
perhaps complacent even, in

the first half but sensa-
tional in the second.

Diaz, who started
on the bench, was
integral to the
fightback, and
may soon have
to be an auto-
matic starter
for Klopp.

" H e ' s
been special,"
s a i d

R o b e r t s o n .
"The talent he

has, the will he
has to win. He
fits us perfectly.
He made a big
difference."
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Bournemouth beat
Nottingham Forest 1-0 on

Tuesday to earn automatic pro-
motion to the Premier League
after two seasons in the second-
tier Championship.

Substitute Kieffer Moore
scored the only goal of the
game in the 83rd minute as
Scott Parker's side joined
champions Fulham in the
English top flight next season.

It was only the Wales inter-
national's third goal of an
injury-ravaged Bournemouth
career since his January trans-
fer from Cardiff.

"First and foremost I'm
delighted for the fans, and my
players," Parker told Sky Sports.
"They deserve this position. It
means a lot.

"We never had control in
the first half and we didn't want
a basketball match. We spoke
about control and calm and
process. We didn't execute the
game plan and in the second
half we showed our domi-
nance."

"This group is a young
team, learning their trade in a
promotion task," added Parker,
who was relegated from the
Premier League last season as
Fulham boss. "One thing about

this group, if we need a result
we dig deep and find it."

Forest, who needed a win
to leapfrog the Cherries in the
table, will now have to try to
end their 23-year Premier
League exile via the play-offs.

Third-placed Forest and
Huddersfield are guaranteed
places in the play-offs with one
match of the regular season to
go, with a clutch of clubs chas-
ing the final two places.

Bournemouth started the

game brightly with Philip
Billing forcing a good early save
from Forest goalkeeper Brice
Samba.

The home side had a huge
let-off shortly before half-time
when goalkeeper Mark Travers
brought down Forest forward
Sam Surridge inside the penal-
ty box.

Travers was saved from
conceding a penalty by the
assistant referee's offside flag,
but TV replays showed

Surridge had timed his run to
perfection.

The Cherries grew more
dominant as the second half
wore on and got the goal their
efforts deserved seven minutes
from time.

Jordan Zemura's mazy run
drew a foul on the edge of the
penalty area and Billing rolled
a free-kick cleverly into the
path of Moore, who coolly
fired the ball into the far cor-
ner.
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Liverpool's Mohamed Salah
prefers to play Real Madrid in

the Champions League final
rather than face Premier League
rivals Manchester City.

City currently hold a 4-3
advantage over Real Madrid in
the other semifinal. The teams
meet at the Santiago Bernabeu on
Wednesday to decide who takes
on Liverpool at the Stade de
France on May 28.

"I want to play Madrid.
I have to be honest," Salah
told BT Sport after Liverpool
reached the final. "City's a
really tough team, we
played against them
a few times this sea-
son, but I think, if
you ask me personal-
ly, I would prefer
Madrid."

Liverpool and
Salah have painful
memories from meet-

ing Real Madrid in the 2018
final. A tearful Salah was with-
drawn in the 31st minute after
dislocating his shoulder in a con-
tentious challenge with Sergio
Ramos. Liverpool went on to lose
3-1 to the Gareth Bale-inspired
Blancos in Kyiv.

"Hopefully, we'll win it from
them as well," Salah said of the
potential rematch.

The Reds are still competing
for four major honors this sea-

son. After hoisting
the League Cup in
February, Liverpool
have incredibly kept
their other pursuits

for silverware alive
as they prepare

for finals in the
C h a m p i o n s
League and FA
Cup. They also
sit just one

point behind Manchester
City in the Premier
League table.
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Top seed Novak Djokovic
described his straight-sets

opening win over Gael Monfils
in Madrid on Tuesday as his
"best performance of the year"
as he set up a showdown with
Andy Murray.

The 20-time major champi-
on ensured he would keep his
number one ranking for at least
another week by extending his
winning record against Monfils
with a 6-3, 6-2 victory at the
Caja Magica.

Djokovic, who entered the
contest 17-0 head-to-head
against the Frenchman, needed
a win in their second round
match to avoid surrendering the
top spot to second-placed Daniil
Medvedev.

"I would probably rate it as
the best performance of the year,

I would say. I felt very good on
the court," said Djokovic.

"I'm very pleased, consider-
ing, you know, that up to today
I was not playing my best ten-
nis in the few tournaments that
I played this year and still kind
of finding my rhythm, finding
my groove."

The three-time Madrid
champion is finding his rhythm,
after not competing much this
season, but arrived to the
Spanish capital fresh from a
runner-up showing at his home
tournament in Belgrade.

The Serb saved three break
points in his first two service
games before he wrested control
of the match from Monfils and
grabbed a one-set lead in 47
minutes.

Djokovic had to save two
break points as he served for the
match before he booked a last-

16 clash with Murray, a 6-1, 3-
6, 6-2 winner against Canadian
14th seed Denis Shapovalov.

It will be the first meeting
between Djokovic and Murray
since the Doha final in January
2017.

"In theory I should have no
chance in the match, he's obvi-
ously number one in the world
and I'm playing with a metal
hip," said Murray, who is 11-25
against Djokovic in his career.

"It's a great opportunity
for me to see where my game's
at and to play against him
again. We've had so many bat-
tles over the years at some of the
biggest tournaments in the
world."

Carlos Alcaraz won his
first match as a top-10 player,
opening his Madrid account
with a 6-3, 7-5 triumph over
Georgia's Nikoloz Basilashvili.

The Spanish teen sensation,
who owns a joint ATP-leading
three titles so far this season,
extended his winning streak to
six matches, having picked up
the trophy in Barcelona 10
days ago.

The seventh-seeded
Alcaraz, who turns 19 on
Thursday, awaits Cameron
Norrie or John Isner in the last
16 and could potentially square
off with his countryman Rafael
Nadal in the quarter-finals.

Sixth seed Andrey Rublev
needed to rally from 0-3 down
in the decider to overcome
British wildcard Jack Draper 2-
6, 6-4, 7-5.

The Russian world number
eight, who beat Djokovic in the
Belgrade final last week,
dropped serve twice in the
opening set and lost an early
advantage in the second before

squeezing past the left-handed
Draper, who is ranked 121 in
the world and was making his
ATP clay-court debut in
Madrid.

Ukrainian Anhelina
Kalinina produced a gritty per-
formance to eke past US Open
champion Emma Raducanu 6-
2, 2-6, 6-4 and reach the quar-
ter-finals of a WTA 1000 event
for the first time.

Meanwhile, former US
Open champion Bianca
Andreescu's run came to an end
at the hands of American 12th
seed Jessica Pegula, 7-5, 6-1.

Andreescu served for the
opening set but was broken. She
then had a nosebleed during the
changeover at 6-5. The
Canadian saved four set points
on her serve in game 12 but fal-
tered on the fifth as Pegula
snatched the lead.
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New Zealand named a fit-
again Kane Williamson as

captain of their enlarged squad
for the Test series in England,
where he will hope the tri-
umphs of a year earlier can be
repeated.

An elbow injury sidelined
captain Williamson from both
of his country's recent home
series draws against Bangladesh
and South Africa.

The world class batsman
has not played for New Zealand
since November but returned
to the crease last week for his
IPL side, Sunrisers Hyderabad.

Williamson is relishing the
chance to lead a 20-strong
squad in England which fea-
tures four players uncapped in
the longest form.

The three-Test series falls a
year after New Zealand beat the
English on home soil for the
first time in more than 20
years.

Immediately after last
year's series, the New
Zealanders remained in
England to beat India in the
one-off inaugural Test World
Championship final in
Southampton.

"Playing Test cricket in
England is always something
quite special and we know the

challenge is fierce," Williamson
said.

"It's one of those places
where conditions are unique.
It's great to play them in their
back yard.

"Our Test team's been fair-
ly strong in terms of its consis-
tency as a group for a while, so
(the prospect of new players) is
certainly something to be excit-
ed about."

Backup wicketkeeper Cam
Fletcher has not played in any
format for New Zealand while
three players — allrounder
Michael Bracewell and seamers
Blair Tickner and Jacob Duffy
— have played in shortened
formats only.

There is a recall for top-
order batsman Hamish
Rutherford, who has not played
a Test for seven years.

Ajaz Patel also returns,
having been ignored during the
home summer on seamer-
friendly pitches.

The left-arm spinner's last
Test was in the loss to India in
Wankhede five months ago,
when he became the third
player to take 10 wickets in an
innings.

Williamson is among five
players involved in the IPL who
are unlikely to be involved in
two warmup matches — at
Hove (May 20-23) and
Chlemsford (May 26-29).
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Emma Raducanu revealed
she has been dealing with

back pain and "some niggles"
throughout the week in Madrid
but is not too concerned any
injury will keep her out of next
week's tournament in Rome.

The British world number
11 suffered a tight 6-2, 2-6, 6-
4 defeat to Ukrainian Anhelina
Kalinina on Tuesday and said
her back was restricting her
from moving wide on the court
in the opening set.

Raducanu received some
treatment for her back and
managed to move better as she
levelled the match and forced
a decider and says she leaves
Madrid feeling positive about
her game and progress on clay.

"I would have given myself
a five percent chance of win-
ning that match, and for it to
almost happen, I think that was
a positive thing," said the US
Open champion.

"I was kind of struggling a
bit with my back, to be honest.
Throughout the week I have
been carrying some niggles,
and it's kind of just taking its
toll, all of the matches at this
kind of level.

"I think that's a good thing
that I feel like I'm going
through this and my body is
building with each match I
play."

Raducanu played her first
ever tour-level tournament on
clay just last month in Stuttgart
and her Madrid was just her
second outing on the surface.

"I'm feeling pretty positive.
A lot of the time with me it's
just overload and then three
days', two, three days' complete
rest and I'm okay to start
training again," added
Raducanu.

"Hopefully the plan right
now is to still go to Rome."
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Shakhtar Donetsk is heading
directly to the next

Champions League group stage
after Villarreal was eliminated
in the semifinals on Tuesday.

Amid so much turmoil in
Ukrainian football, the upgrade
should guarantee tens of mil-
lions of euros (dollars) in
Champions League prize
money next season for
Shakhtar, which has been tour-
ing Europe playing charity
games in exile from Russia's
invasion.

Villarreal's 5-2 aggregate
loss to Liverpool ensured the
title will be won by a team that
already qualified for next sea-
son's Champions League
through their domestic league
finish. 

The entry in next season's
competition that UEFA protects
for the defending champion can
now pass to the highest-ranked
national league that does not
already have a direct place in
the group stage starting in
September.

That country is No 12-
ranked Ukraine and its top
club is Shakhtar, which had
been scheduled to enter the
playoffs round in August.

Shakhtar led the Ukraine
Premier League standings when
the season was abandoned last
month with no official title to
be awarded. Russia invaded
Ukraine on Feb 24, one day
before the league was to resume
after a two-month winter break.

UEFA should formally con-
firm Ukraine's allocation of
European competition entries
within weeks.

The financial security
offered by Champions League
football should help Shakhtar
find stability amid uncertainty
for Ukraine football. It is
unclear how many players,
especially from abroad, it can
retain and sign for next season,
or where the squad will practice
and play.

Still, Shakhtar has been
living with uncertainty in exile
for eight years. The team has
not played in Donetsk since
2014 when forced out by
Russian-backed conflict in its
home region of eastern
Ukraine. It is now the scene of
intense fighting in the third
month of the war.
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The BCCI has imposed a
two-year ban on Boria

Majumdar for "bullying" senior
wicket-keeper Wriddhiman
Saha and barred him from inter-
viewing registered players and
entering stadiums in country.

According to an internal
communication by BCCI, sent
to its state units on May 3,
Majumdar won't be given media
accreditation for two years as
part of the sanctions ratified by
the Apex Council of the crick-
eting body.

On February 25, the BCCI
had formed a three-member
committee a few days after Saha
alleged on social media that he
was bullied for an interview.

While Saha had initially
refused to name the journalist,
he later identified the scribe as
Majumdar while deposing
before the three-member com-
mittee, which comprised BCCI
vice president Rajeev Shukla,
BCCI treasurer Arun Singh
Dhumal and BCCI councillor
Prabhtej Singh Bhatia.

Majumdar could not be
reached for a comment follow-
ing BCCI directive but a few
days back he had accused Saha
of doctoring and tampering
with the screenshots of his
WhatsApp chats with the crick-
eter for damaging his reputation.

BCCI interim CEO and
IPL COO Hemang Amin in a
letter to the state units wrote,
"Mr Wriddiman Saha has shared
screenshots of messages sent by
a journalist on social media plat-
form, Twitter, wherein he stat-
ed that he felt bullied by the con-
duct of the said journalist. Mr
Saha in the hearing named Mr
Boria Majumdar as the journal-
ist."

Amin further stated, "The
BCCI Committee considered
the submissions by both Mr
Saha and Mr Majumdar and
concluded that the actions by Mr
Majumdar were indeed in the
nature of threat and intimida-
tion."

The sanctions imposed are
— 2 year ban on getting any
accreditation as a member of the
press in any of the cricket match-
es in India, 2 year ban on getting
any interview with any registered
players in India and 2 years ban
on access to any of the BCCI and
member associations owned
cricket facilities.
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IPL's all-time leading scorer,
Virat Kohli, feels playing in

the lucrative league for 14
years has made him realise that
there is not just one template to
succeed in the game in which
he has attained superstar status.

It also helped him add a
different dimension to his
"understanding of the game",
the former India captain said.

On IPL's impact on his life,
Kohli said on 'Inside RCB'
show on Star Sports, "I think
outside of playing for India, IPL
gave me the platform to show
my capabilities, compete
against the best in the world
and share knowledge with
them.

"I think that was the most
important thing that added a
different dimension to my
understanding of the game.
This helped me move ahead in
a very progressive manner.

"I was picking brains of
people that probably I would-
n't have come across otherwise
on things like how to play in
different conditions and what
mind-set they have.

"You know, people have
different ways to succeed so it

can't be just one template. So I
used to be so excited and grate-
ful for the opportunity to pick
their brains and just learn from
them day in and day out and
that's for me has been the
standout feature of IPL."

Apart from his sedate fifty
in the last game against Gujarat
Titans and a knock of 48 ear-
lier in the tournament versus
Mumbai Indians, Kohli has
mostly struggled for runs this
season.

The batting maestro has so
far scored 186 runs in 10

matches at a below-par average
of 20.67.

Kohli is the only player
who has been with the same
franchise from the very begin-
ning of the IPL.

On his loyalty towards
RCB (even though he still has-
n't won a trophy for them in the
IPL), Kohli said, "To be very
honest I thought about it. Yes,
I won't shy away from it and I
have been approached many
times as well to come into the
auction somehow, put my
name there and stuff.
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Delhi Capitals have fluffed
their lines during a few

chases and the current mid-
table "congestion" only means
that they will have to win their
remaining five games while
checking out RCB's results,
senior opener David Warner
said on Thursday.

DC are currently seventh in
the standings with eight points
from nine games but with
another five rounds left for a
few teams and four for some of
the others, save Gujarat Titans
and Lucknow Super Giants,
no team is sure of securing a top
four berth.

Between slots fourth and
ninth, teams are locked between
10 to 6 points and it can change
in a matter of two games.

"Moving forward from
where we are, we've obviously
got to win every game to make
it to the finals. There's a strong
competition, two teams we
have got to come against -
Punjab Kings and Sunrisers
Hyderabad, who are pretty
much similar points to us,"
Warner said ahead of their
match against Kane
Wiliamson's men.

"We could get that upper
hand if we beat Sunrisers. We
then go into the top four, but
obviously, we need RCB to start
losing as well. It's quite a con-
gested table, but exciting for the
rest of the tournament," he
added.

Some of the matches went
awry for DC as they didn't
chase well and Warner admit-
ted that.

"I think if you look at the

results, we've just missed out
when we are chasing those big
totals. We have managed to get
so close, but they are the ones
that hurt you."

Speaking ahead of the
game against his former team,
Warner expressed, "My
thoughts are like every other
game, just keep going through
your processes till you have to
do it, training and just get ready
for the game."

When asked about his
form and the experience of bat-
ting with Prithvi Shaw, the
swashbuckling opener said,
"We've got off to a good start.
In the last match, we've fallen
cheaply, both of us, and that
can happen in this game
because we have to play that
high-level brand of cricket in
the power play."

He emphasised on the role
of the top three batters in the
team and how at least two of
the three getting big runs is
making a difference.

"I think the most important
thing is myself or him (Prithvi
Shaw) or Mitch (Mitchell
Marsh) scoring an 80 or 90 or
even a hundred if we can, to
post good totals or chase down
big totals, and that's the key.
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All-rounder Lalit Yadav is running
against time to repay the unshakeable

faith that head coach Ricky Ponting has
reposed in him as Delhi Capitals face a
must-win situation to keep their shoddy IPL
campaign alive against Sunrisers Hyderabad
here on Thursday.

This is the third IPL season for the
lanky DC all-rounder,
who is one of Ponting's
favourite cricketers,
and the Aussie legend
has invested a lot in the
man from Najafgarh.

However, mod-
est returns of 137
runs from nine
games with a strike-
rate of less than 110
while batting in the
middle-overs and an
economy rate of near-
ly 8.5 with only four
wickets, don't do jus-
tice to his enor-
mous poten-
tial.

While numbers always don't
tell the whole story but Lalit
hasn't exactly been the best
finisher for Delhi and despite
his reputation at the domes-
tic level, he has managed only six maxi-
mums in seven innings so far.

At least DC's eight points from nine
games, with five defeats, show that all is not
well in terms of combination as well as per-
formances.

Anrich Nortje's retention has backfired

badly as the South African quick has hard-
ly been of use and save Kuldeep Yadav (17
wickets) and partly Khaleel Ahmed (11),
none of the other bowlers have looked men-
acing. Mustafizur Rahaman has been good
in patches but far from being the skiddy
customer that he was between 2015-18.

Skipper Rishabh Pant (234 from nine
games) showed glimpses of his destructive
power but the team would want more from
its skipper who is more than capable of
hammering any attack into submission.

Pant's battle against India's fastest
bowler Umran Malik will be a contest
everyone will be looking forward to con-

sidering that the Jammu speedster only
comes after powerplay, which could

also be the time of the DC skipper's
arrival to the crease.

Prithvi Shaw, who had
started the tourney on a

bright note hasn't been in
his element in last few
games and David Warner
would ideally like to con-
vert one of his fifties into
a hundred.

It will be easier said
than done against an
attack that has

Bhuvneshwar Kumar,
Umran, T Natarajan
and Marco Jansen

who would be coming
relentlessly at the DC
batting unit to
increase their points
tally from 10 to 12.

The only good
news for Capitals is

Washington Sundar's absence.
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India under new captain Rohit
Sharma finished the 2021-22

season as the world's number
one ranked T20 team after a
string of impressive perfor-
mances at home but were a good
nine points behind Australia in
the annual Test rankings
released by ICC on Wednesday.

The 'Black Caps' from New
Zealand finished the last season
as the world No.1 ODI team
with the cut-off date being May
4, 2022. The England versus
India series that began in 2021,
will be included in the rankings
once the final postponed Test is
completed.

"Australia have increased
their lead over second-placed
India from one to nine rating

points while Pakistan have over-
taken England to fifth position
in the ICC Men's Test Team
Rankings following the annual
update carried out today," the
ICC release stated.

"India have also gained a
point to move to 119 while
England have had the biggest
decrease of nine points as their
4-1 series win over India in 2018
is now dropped from the rank-
ings. England's 88 rating points
is their lowest since 1995," the
release added.

Australia, who beat
England 4-0 in the Ashes in
January, have moved from 119
to 128 rating points in the
annual update that drops the
2018-19 season and reflects all
series completed since May
2019.
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Young Mumbai Indians bat-
ter Tilak Varma, who has

been one of the finds of the IPL
season, said getting the cap
from skipper Rohit Sharma
gave him the confidence to per-
form well.

Varma has been the leading
run-getter for Mumbai Indians
this season, with 307 runs
under his belt.

Although this has been a
disastrous season for the five-
time champions as they are out
of contention for a play-off
berth after suffering eight loss-
es from nine games, Varma is
one of the few positives for MI.

"I always liked Rohit bhai,
so getting the cap from him
really pumped me up and gave
me confidence," Varma told
mumbaiindians.Com.

Another advice which
Rohit gave Varma was to enjoy
the game.

"He (Rohit) keeps telling
me that I shouldn't take pres-
sure in any situation, and says,
'The way you enjoy and play,
keep enjoying your game that
way'.

"He would say 'you're
young, this is the time to enjoy
it. If you ever lose that, it does-

n't come back. So the more you
enjoy yourself and play, positive
things will come to you. Bad
days will come, good days will
also come'," added Varma of his
captain.

Varma attributed his suc-
cess to Rohit, saying his advice
has worked for him.

"He (Rohit) has told me to
always enjoy myself and that is
something I remember always.
It will stay with me for my life
in general too. And it is work-
ing too. If I've started well, it's
because of that," the middle-

order batter, who hails from
Hyderabad, added.

Varma also said head coach
and former Sri Lankan great
Mahela Jayawardene makes
suggestions about his batting.

"He (Jayawardene) talks to
me about my batting and makes
suggestions," Varma said.

"If I back myself to play a
shot and get out in a game, he
tells me to not stop myself from
playing that same shot in the
next game. Because that is my
scoring shot, so you can get out
on it too, but you'll get runs

from it also. He makes one
mentally strong," he said.

Stressing that he has also
developed strong friendship
with young Dewald Brewis,
Varma says it becomes easy to
bat with the South African.

"Now we're so close we
understand each other very
well too, on the field and off it.
So it's become very easy to bat
with him (Brewis) in a match.

"When you are doing well
on the field, automatically the
bond becomes stronger off the
field too," he signed off.

%���������)��
���!����,�����#����
���������������������������(�;�
��

����� �����!	

From shining in age-group
and league cricket in

Chennai to a breakout season in
Tamil Nadu Premier League
before being fast-tracked into the
state white-ball teams, things
moved rather swiftly for B Sai
Sudharsan as he broke into the
IPL.

The 20-year-old left-hand-
ed batter got himself noticed
with a half-century for Gujarat
Titans against Punjab Kings in
an IPL game on Tuesday, albeit
in a losing cause. The coaches,
who saw him in his initial years,
feel he is destined for bigger
things in the game.

He impressed in the 2021
edition of TNPL in which he was
the second highest scorer with
358 runs in eight innings at an
average of 71.60. Sudharsan
showcased his abilities for the
formidable state side in the vic-
torious Syed Mushtaq Ali
Trophy campaign and also the
Vijay Hazare Trophy.

His rise through the ranks
has not surprised TN coach M
Venkataramana, who says
Sudharsan has worked hard
and has the talent to go places.

"He is talented, has a wide
range of strokes and has worked
hard," he told PTI.

Further, Venkataramana
said, "Sai (Sudharsan) is a good
athlete and works hard on his
game. It is good to see him keep
improving. He has a good range
of shots and has the ability to bat
long once he settles down, which
is a nice quality.

"As he keeps working on his
game and other aspects, he will
get better."

State team assistant coach R
Prasanna, a stalwart of TN
cricket himself, said from the
time he saw Sudharsan at an
under-16 camp five years ago he
knew that the left-handed bat-
ter had it in him to make it big.

"I saw him at an under-16
camp. I noticed he had the tal-
ent to score runs. Like all boys
at that age, he was a playful lad
and did not appear too focussed
on fielding, fitness, etc. But he
has changed phenomenally over
the years.

"He has had the run-scoring
knack and has worked hard to
get the results. I am so happy for
him," Prasanna said.
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Harshal Patel and Glenn
Maxwell led a clinical
bowling performance to

help Royal Challengers Bangalore
register a 13-run win over Chennai
Super Kings, pushing the defend-
ing champions to the brink of elim-
ination in the IPL here on
Wednesday.

The quartet of Mahipal
Lomror, who smashed a 27-ball 42,
skipper Faf du Plessis (38 off 22),
Virat Kohli (30 off 33) and Dinesh
Karthik (27 not out off 17) did well
to lift RCB to 173 for 8.

RCB bowlers then restricted
the defending champions to 160
for 8, despite a fifty by opener
Devon Conway (56).

While Maxwell ended with
excellent figures of 2 for 22 off his
four overs, Harshal was right on
the money, snapping three wick-
ets while giving away 35 runs.

Shabaz Ahmed (1/27),
Wanindu Hasaranga (1/31) and
Josh Hazlewood (1/19) also picked
a wicket each.

With the win RCB moved to
fourth position on the points
table, while CSK were pushed
closer to the brink of elimination
as they remained at the penulti-
mate spot.

Defending 174, like CSK, RCB
bowlers leaked runs in the
Powerplay but left-arm spinner
Shabaz and Maxwell took a flur-
ry of wickets between the 7th and
10th overs, including that of open-

er Ruturaj Gaikwad (28).
Conway provided some resis-

tance with a 37-ball 56 but he was
sent back to the hut by Maxwell.

With 56 needed off the last five
overs, Ravindra Jadeja tried to up
the ante but the all-rounder, who
has struggled with form all season,
hit a slow delivery by Patel over

cover straight to Kohli's hands.
RCB's death over specialist

then struck again, this time getting
rid off the dangerous Ali, who was
slowing finding his groove.

When Dhoni walked in CSK
needed 52 off 24 balls which soon
became 39 from the last two overs.
The talismanic leader, however,

couldn't get his side over the line.
Earlier, the CSK spinners

made full use of Dhoni's decision
to bowl first as a fit-again Moeen
Ali (2/28) and Maheesh
Theekshana (3/27) shared five
wickets. Ali rattled the RCB top-
order, getting rid of the opening
pair of Kohli and du Plessis, while

Theekshana snapped three wick-
ets in the penultimate over.

Dwaine Pretorius (1/42) was
the other wicket taker for CSK.

Lomror emerged as the top-
scorer with his 27-ball knock,
while Dinesh Karthik (26 not out
off 17) hit some lusty blows
towards the end to help RCB go
past the 170-run mark.

Kohli and du Plessis batted
with authority as the two veterans
pummelled the inexperienced pace
duo of Mukesh Choudhary (0/30)
and Simarjeet Singh (0/21) in the
Powerplay.
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RCB ROMP HOME, BOOST PLAYOFF HOPES 


