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There were 4.7 million Covid
deaths in India —10 times

the official figures — between
January 1, 2020 and December
31, 2021 and almost a third of
Covid deaths globally, the
World Health Organization
(WHO) said on Thursday,
releasing new estimates on the
death toll of the Covid-19 pan-
demic.

India has, however, strong-
ly objected to the use of math-
ematical models by the global
health agency for projecting
excess mortality estimates
linked to the coronavirus pan-
demic in view of the availabil-
ity of authentic data, saying that
validity and robustness of the
models used and methodology
of data collection are ques-
tionable.

The WHO report claimed
more than three times the
number of deaths than offi-
cially recorded worldwide — a
total of approximately 14.9
million fatalities.

“These sobering data not
only point to the impact of the
pandemic but also to the need

for all countries to invest in
more resilient health systems
that can sustain essential health
services during crises, includ-
ing stronger health information
systems,” said Dr Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO
director-general.

The WHO data showed
that till August 2020, a period
when the country had mostly
been under lockdown that
began in late March, there
were approximately 62,000
fewer deaths. Deaths began to
rise from September, coincid-
ing with the first waves in
many States. More than half of
the excess deaths, at 2.7 million,

took place during the peak of
the second nationwide wave in
the months of April, May and
June last year.

Excess mortality, WHO
said, is calculated as the dif-
ference between the number of
deaths that have occurred and
the number that would be
expected in the absence of the
pandemic based on data from
earlier years.

Most of the excess deaths
(84 per cent) are concentrated
in South-East Asia, Europe, and
the Americas. Some 68 per cent
of excess deaths are concen-
trated in just 10 countries glob-
ally, the world health body

said. 
It also said at least 80 per

cent of the total deaths were
from 20 countries, including
Brazil, India, Pakistan and
Germany having 50 per cent of
the world population. 

Middle-income countries
account for 81 per cent of the
14.9 million excess deaths (53
per cent in lower-middle-
income countries and 28 per
cent in upper-middle-income
countries) over the 24-month
period, with high-income and
low-income countries each
accounting for 15 per cent and
4 per cent, respectively.

Continued on Page 2
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Embarking on his two-day
tour of Bengal, Union

Minister Amit Shah on
Thursday said the Centre
would implement the
Citizenship Amendment Act as
soon as the corona pandemic
is over.

Attacking the ruling
Trinamool Congress — from a
public meeting at Siliguri — for
spreading rumours about the
CAA, he said, the CAA was, is
and will be a reality notwith-
standing the rumours being
spread by Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee and her
TMC. 

“It seems that Mamata didi
wants infiltration to continue
but we will not allow that,” Shah
said much in the same way he
told an audience at Hingalganj
in North 24 Parganas hours ago
how “the Border Security Force

has been doing its best to con-
tain infiltration and trans-bor-
der smuggling”. 

At Hingalganj, Shah inau-

gurated six border BSF out-
posts and a f loating 
ambulance.

Continued on Page 2
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The Delimitation
Commission on Thursday

recommended an increase of
seven Assembly seats for J&K,
from the earlier 83 seats in the
erstwhile State to 90 seats now.
While 43 seats will be a part of
Jammu region, 47 seats will be
in the Kashmir region.

This apart, for the first
time nine seats have been
reserved for Scheduled Tribes
— six in Jammu region and
three in the Valley. The
Commission asked the Centre
to also consider a provision of
at least two members (one of
them must be a female) from
the community of Kashmiri
migrants from Pakistan
Occupied Jammu & Kashmir
(PoJK) in the Legislative
Assembly with the power of
nominated members. 

The Delimitation
Commission, tasked with
redrawing the Assembly con-
stituencies of Jammu &
Kashmir, was headed by Justice
(Retd) Ranjana Desai. The
commission signed the final
order on redrawing the
Assembly constituencies of the
Union Territory, a day before its
term was to end. A gazette noti-
fication for the same was also
published on Thursday.

“Out of the 90 Assembly
constituencies in the region, 43
will be a part of Jammu region
and 47 of the Kashmir region
keeping in view the provisions
of Section 9(1)(a) of the
Delimitation Act, 2002 and

Section 60(2)(b) of the Jammu
& Kashmir Reorganisation Act,
2019. After consultation with
associate members, represen-
tatives of political parties, cit-
izens and civil society groups,
nine ACs have been reserved
for STs, out of which, 6 are in
Jammu region and 3 ACs in the
Valley,” the Commission said in
its final report on Thursday.

There are five
Parliamentary constituencies
in the region. The Delimitation
Commission has seen the
Jammu & Kashmir region as
one single Union Territory.
Therefore, one of the
Parliamentary constituencies
has been carved out combining
Anantnag region in the Valley
and Rajouri, Poonch of Jammu
region. By this reorganisation
each Parliamentary con-
stituency will have equal num-
ber of 18 Assembly con-
stituencies each. 

Names of some of the
Assembly constituencies have
also been changed keeping in
view the demand of local rep-
resentatives. These name
changes included naming
Tangmarg Assembly seat as
Gulmarg Assembly seat,
Zoonimar as Zaidibal
Assembly seat,  Sonwar as Lal
Chowk,  Padder  as Padder-
Nagseni, Kathua North  as
Jasrota, Kathua South as
Kathua, Khour as Chhamb,
Mahore Assembly seat  as
Gulabhgarh Assembly seat,
Darhal as Budhal Assembly
seat.

Continued on Page 2
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and French President

Emmanuel Macron reviewed
the entire gamut of strategic
and defence ties between India
and France and the situation in
Ukraine. The two leaders called
for “an immediate cessation of
hostilities” there.

In their meeting late on
Wednesday, Modi and Macron
also took stock of the situation
in the strategically important
Indo-Pacific region and the
after-effects of the corona pan-
demic and food crisis arising
due to ongoing conflict in
Ukraine. After visiting
Germany and Denmark,  the
Prime Minister stopped over in

Paris to meet Macron who
was last week re-elected as the
President of France. 

In a joint statement
released after the talks between
Modi and Macron, France reit-
erated its “strong condemna-
tion of the unlawful and 
unprovoked aggression against
Ukraine by Russian Forces”.

India and France expressed
serious concern about the
ongoing conflict and humani-
tarian crisis in Ukraine. They
unequivocally condemned
civilian deaths in Ukraine and
called for an immediate cessa-
tion of hostilities to bring par-
ties together to promote dia-
logue and diplomacy to find an
immediate end to the suffering
of the people.

Continued on Page 2
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The Kejriwal Government
will give people the option

to choose if they want  power
subsidy. From October 1, sub-
sidies in electricity will be pro-
vided only to those who ask for
it.

After a meeting of the
Delhi Cabinet, Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal on Thursday
said, “Now cheap electricity will
be optional in Delhi. From
October 1, the Delhi
Government will provide elec-
tricity subsidies to only those
who ask for it. We will give
options to people whether or
not they need an electricity
subsidy.”

The new rule, the CM
said, will be implemented from
October 1. The process of ask-
ing and giving the people a
choice to opt for subsidised or
non-subsidised electricity will
begin very soon, Kejriwal said.

Continued on Page 2
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Election strategist Prashant
Kishor on Thursday

announced his intentions to
create a platform of like-mind-
ed people named “Jan Suraaj”
aimed at transforming his
home State Bihar. Keeping the
option open for launching a
political outfit, the former
JD(U) leader said he would
launch a 3,000-km “padyatra”
(march) from Gandhi Ashram
at Champaran on the
Mahatma’s birthday, October 2.

Addressing a Press confer-
ence in Patna, Kishor said he
was in touch with “about
18,000 people” who shared his
vision for Bihar and whom he
will “try to meet personally”,
before launching his “padyatra’.

After his talks with the
Congress to join the grand old
party fell through, Kishor came
out with an outline of his pro-
ject in Bihar, titled “Jan Suraaj”,
drawing inspiration from

Gandhi’s aphorism of “the best
politics is right action”. He had
recently announced his deci-
sion to go back “to the real
masters — the people”.

“A political party can be
floated even a few months
ahead of elections. Bihar faces
no election in the next few
years,” Kishor said, averting
pointed questions about his
future political moves. 

“I plan to cover a distance
of 3,000 km in about a year. I
will travel to every nook and
corner of the state and meet as
many people as possible, trying
to learn from their grievances
and aspirations,” he said.

Continued on Page 2

$���
��
�
����������
�
������������������%
�������������
���
��

����� ����
�


Amagisterial court in
Mehsana town of Gujarat

on Thursday convicted inde-
pendent MLA Jignesh Mevani
and nine others in a five-year-
old case of holding a protest
march without police permis-
sion, and sentenced them to
three months in jail.

Additional Chief Judicial
Magistrate JA Parmar held
Dalit leader Mevani and nine
others, including NCP leader
Reshma Patel, guilty of being
part of an unlawful assembly
under section 143 of the IPC.
The court also slapped a fine of
�1,000 on each of the 10 con-
victs, who include members of
Mevani’s Rashtriya Dalit
Adhikar Manch.

After delivering the verdict,
the court accepted Mevani’s
plea for a stay on the order and
granted bail to all the convicts
till they file an appeal in the
higher court against this judge-
ment.

Continued on Page 2
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In a well coordinated opera-
tion between the Haryana

Police and the Punjab Police, a
major terror plot was foiled on
Thursday with the arrest of four
suspected Pakistan-linked ter-
rorists in Karnal. The four
were were on their way to
Telangana to deliver explo-
sives.

Karnal Superintendent of
Police Ganga Ram Punia told
reporters that the arrested
accused were allegedly in touch
with a Pakistan-based man
who is involved in terror activ-
ities and who used to send loca-
tions through an app to them
to deliver explosives and
weapons. 

Director General of
Haryana Police PK Agrawal
said the four were arrested in
a joint operation carried out
early morning  on intelligence
inputs by Central agencies.

Continued on Page 2
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Union Minister of
Information &

Broadcasting Anurag Singh
Thakur on Thursday faced
hostile reception from stu-
dents at the Film and Television
Institute of India (FTII), as the
students staged protest against
the minister’s visit to the Pune-
based FTII.

As part of their protest, the
agitating students displayed
placards which among other
things read:"Minister of Hate,
you’re not welcome”/.

In a statement issued to the
media, the FTII’s agitating stu-
dents dubbed his presence at
the FTII as “ the looming
threat to the legacy of FTII and
what it stands for”. “So we stand
strongly against the communal
hatred spread through his
speech as well as the glorifica-
tion of his visit to the FTII
premises by the administra-
tion,” the statement said.
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UP Deputy Chief Minister
Keshav Prasad Maurya has

directed the officials of the
Rural Development depart-
ment to make serious, positive
and meaningful efforts to

ensure the deployment of tar-
geted women mates in all gram
panchayats in projects under-
taken under MGNREGA.
Maurya said this target should
be achieved at the earliest by all
block development officers,
gram panchayat development
officers, village development
officers and employment ser-
vants by launching a cam-
paign.

Mahila mates (women
maters) will be deployed from
the block level units of
UPSRLM (Uttar Pradesh Rural
Livelihood Mission) and they
will get work throughout the
year as it would promote
women empowerment and
women's self-reliance. 

Maurya said that strict
action would be taken against
the officers/employees negli-
gent in the selection of women
mates. The deputy chief min-
ister gave these directions while
presiding over a meeting in
connection with the imple-
mentation of MGNREGA at
his camp office.

He instructed the officers
of MGNREGA cell of Rural
Development department to
increase the wages of workers
in MGNREGA on the lines of
other states, wages fixed by the
Labour department and other
big institutions. 

He said a plan should be
prepared and a meeting should
be held with the officials of the

Ministry of Rural Development
to prepare a draft in this regard.

Maurya said to increase the
income of farmers under
MGNREGA, a plan should be
made to incorporate more and
more agricultural works, such
as harvesting of crops, thresh-
ing and removal of water
hyacinth from lakes, ponds,
asserted. 

He said if this was done,
people of rural areas would
benefit from it. “There are 264
types of works under MGN-
REGA, a plan should be made
to include more works in it,” he
said, adding that opinion could
be sought from big and emi-
nent institutions on what other
innovative and village-orient-

ed works could be done under
the MGNREGA. Maurya said
that provision should be made
to build ‘Bharat Seva Nirman
Kendras’ (community build-
ings) in villages under MGN-
REGA and they should be
named after a reputed person-
ality of the area. 

He said provision for repair
of material/infrastructural facil-
ities of gram panchayats should
be also made under MGNRE-
GA. He said a plan should be
made to clean the bed of rivers
which had reached the verge of
extinction. 

He said an action plan
should be made to make good
use of the soil generated from
the raw works under MGN-

REGA projects, and this soil
could be sold by the gram pan-
chayats for making tiles, roads
and other works. Maurya also
stressed on making provision
for small-marginal farmers to
work in MGNREGA projects.
HE said a plan should be made
to arrange work for big farm-
ers in developing ponds where
fish farming could be encour-
aged and tree plantation under
MGNREGA.

He asked the officials to
upload the names of workers
working for the prescribed
days in MGNREGA schemes
on the website/portal of the
Labour department so that
they got the benefit of ‘deemed
registration’ and social securi-

ty. Maurya said women's par-
ticipation in MGNREGA pro-
jects should be increased more
as it would promote women’s
empowerment and self-
reliance. He said if a model plan
for the development of villages
was made, then most of the
problems of the villages would
be solved.

He said at least one gram
panchayat of every block
should be developed as a model
gram panchayat and a model
should be made for making
community animal sheds
under MGNREGA. He said
arrangements should also be
made to build animal sheds on
pastures which were being
vacated. 
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The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) on Thursday alleged

that Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) is behind the riots in
Punjab’s Patiala that took place
on April 29.

The AAP spokesperson,
Saurabh Bhardwaj said that
the BJP is orchestrating riots all
over India and Patiala riots are
only a piece of BJP’s plan to
destroy India’s social fabric.

“The latest evidence from
this incident of Patiala violence
has revealed one Barjinder
Singh Parwana to be the ‘mas-
termind’ behind the Patiala
flare-up. In the last couple of
days, several photos and videos

of Parwana have emerged,
which have made it clear that
he has been associated with the
BJP and its leaders,” said
Bhardwaj. “Parwana is the
same man who made inflam-
matory speeches provoking
violence ahead of the Patiala
riots. He encouraged people to
incite riot-like situations and
enabled an environment for the
violence and breakouts to
thrive in,” said Bhardwaj.

“He is an extremist leader
who is very closely connected
to the BJP, the proof of which
is also circulating on the inter-
net, along with videos of BJP
leaders openly defending and
advocating for this man’s atroc-
ities,’ said Bhardwaj.
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The national capital on
Thursday reported 1,365

COVID-19 cases with no death,
while the positivity rate stood at
6.35 per cent, according to data
shared by health department.

With these new cases, the
national capital's overall tally has
increased to 18,85,636, while the
death toll stands at 26,177. Delhi
on Tuesday reported 1,414
COVID-19 cases with one
death, while  positivity rate
stood at 5.97 per cent. Delhi on
Monday reported 1,076
COVID-19 cases with no death,
while positivity rate stood at 6.42
per cent. On Sunday, the city
recorded 1,485 cases and no

death due to  disease, while pos-
itivity rate stood at 4.89 per cent.
On Saturday, it recorded 1,520
cases and one death, with pos-
itivity rate at 5.10 per cent. A
total of 16,753 Covid tests were
conducted in city on Sunday,
according to the latest health
bulletin.

The Delhi government has
increased number of beds ded-
icated to Covid patients at two
of its facilities, including an 80
percent escalation in its count at
Lok Nayak (LNJP) Hospital.
The Delhi government also
made masks mandatory at pub-
lic places with immediate effect
and imposed a fine of Rs 500 for
any violation as covid cases rise
in city again.
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The Arvind Kejriwal
Government on Thursday

gave nod to a proposal to set up
four ‘Zila Sainik Boards’ in four
districts. The government has
also approved a start-up poli-
cy which seeks to provide the
youth with financial and pro-
cedural help in setting up com-
panies and formed a 20-mem-
ber task force for the purpose.
The decision was taken at a
cabinet meeting on Thursday.

Under the Rajya Sainik
board, the Zila Sainik boards
will be set up in Southwest,
East, Northwest and Central
Delhi. As per the proposal, the
authority to establish the Zila

Sainik Board in districts where
the number of retired soldiers
exceeds 7,500. A total of 11 offi-
cers will be appointed in each
Zila Sainik Board, which will
include the Secretary, Assistant
Secretary, head clerk and staff,
and other employees.

“Each board will also
receive approximately Rs four
crore per year from the Delhi
Government. As per the start
up policy, a Startup Policy
Monitoring Committee will be
formed to oversee Delhi
Startup Policy. It will be head-
ed by Delhi’s Finance Minister
and it will consist of the city’s
Industries Minister and senior
representatives of other state
departments as members. 
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Prayas, one of the country’s
prominent NGO working

for juveniles has urged the
Government to reconsider
some amendments in the
Juvenile Justice Amendment
Act, 2021 to protect children.

In a letter to the ministry
of women and child develop-
ment, Prayas founder secretary
Amod Kanth enunciated in
specific and detailed recom-
mendations, regarding amend-
ments to be reconsidered, such
as, section (86)2 of the Juvenile
Justice (Care & Protection of
Children) Amendment Act,

2021. Giving detailed reasons,
he said the above section was
retrogressive and having
worked for years in child pro-
tection and care, he felt that it
created a legal discrepancy
which in turn diluted the com-
mitment of the government
towards children to protect
them and safeguard their
rights. The key question which
Kanth from his long service in
law enforcement and Prayas
posed whether an offence
could be non-cognizable and
non bailable at same time.The
non-cognizable offences as per
law are not serious and are con-
sidered for bail.  
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From Page 1
Mehsana ‘A’ division police

had registered an FIR against
Mevani and others for trying to
take out “Azadi Kooch” or
Freedom March from Mehsana
to Dhanera in Banaskantha
district in July 2017 without the
police permission. 

Reshma Patel, a Patidar
quota leader back then, was not
part of any political party when
she took part in march. Of total
12 accused shown in  FIR, one
died, while trial against former
president of the Jawaharlal
Nehru University (JNU) stu-
dents’ union, Kanhaiya Kumar,
who is also an accused, is still
pending before the court.

On July 12, 2017, Mevani’s
outfit had organised Freedom
March from Mehsana to
Dhanera to mark first anniver-
sary of Una Dalit flogging inci-
dent. 

One of the agenda of the
march was to pressure the gov-
ernment to allocate agricultural
land to Dalits as per law.
Though Mehsana district
authorities granted permission
earlier, it was revoked later on.  

From Page 1 
“In an intelligence-led

operation, the Punjab Police
and the Haryana Police arrest-
ed four persons today at Karnal
with the recovery of 3 IEDs
weighing 2.5 kg each and one
pistol. Further investigation is
on,” the Punjab Police said in a
tweet.

The four — all residents of
Punjab — were nabbed near
Bastara toll plaza after the
Haryana Police intercepted
them. Three containers each
weighing 2.5 kg suspected to
contain RDX, a Pakistan-made
pistol and 31 live cartridges,
besides �1.3 lakh in cash, have
been seized from the vehicle. 

After the vehicle was inter-
cepted in Karnal, a bomb dis-
posal squad and forensic
experts reached the spot.  A
case under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act,
Arms Act and the Explosive
Substances Act has been regis-
tered. The Haryana Police has
constituted a special investiga-
tion team to conduct further
probe in the matter. The four —

identified as Bhupinder Singh
from village Bhatian in
Ludhiana and Gurpreet Singh,
Parminder Singh and
Amandeep Singh from Vinijoke
village in Zira, Ferozepur —
were headed to Adilabad in
Telangana to deliver a con-
signment of explosives.

“They were in touch with a
Pakistan-based man Harvinder
Singh Rinda, who is involved in
terror activities and who used
to send locations through an
app to them to deliver explo-
sives and weapons. Rinda used
to drop weapons and explosives
at a pre-designated location in
the fields in Ferozepur with the
help of drones,” Punia said,
adding, “We are ascertaining
the terrorist outfit with which
they were associated.”

Punia said Gurpreet Singh,
the key accused, had met Rajbir
Singh, an associate of Rinda, in
jail.  In the FIR registered on
Thursday, Rinda and Rajbir
have also been named as
accused. When Gurpreet was in
Ludhiana jail, he came in con-
tact with Rajbir. And Rajbir
connected him to Rinda. Earlier
too, the suspects had delivered
explosives at Rinda’s behest to
various locations told by him,

according to the FIR. “Rinda is
involved in terror activities, he
supplies arms and drugs and
sends location to them and
their task is to transport these
explosives and arms...,” he said.
The four suspects, two of whom
are stated to be brothers, were
produced before a court in
Karnal and remanded to 10-day
police custody.

The Punjab Police, in a
statement later, said in a well-
coordinated operation, they
successfully averted a possible
terrorist attack by giving a hot
chase of over 300 km to the sus-
pects and passing on inputs to
their Haryana counterparts
about their movement.

Giving details of the inci-
dent, Punjab DGP VK Bhawra
said that central agencies earli-
er shared an input that some
suspects, who may be carrying
explosive material and
weapons, are moving in the
border districts of Fazilka and
Ferozepur. 

Subsequent to this input,
police teams along with officials
from central agencies were on
a manhunt on the intervening
night of Wednesday and
Thursday to nab these sus-
pects, he said in a statement.

From Page 1 
Kishor, has provided elec-

tion consultancy through his
firm, IPAC, to Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar,  his arch-rival
Lalu Prasad Yadav, and a host
of other political parties.
including the BJP, credited the
two Bihar leaders with achieve-
ments in terms of social and
economic empowerment in
the last three decades, but said
there was much to be done.
“Still, it is undeniable that
Bihar continues to be at the
bottom in terms of all devel-
opment indices. The state
needs a new political alterna-
tive,” said Kishor.

He asserted that he will
henceforth be “fully devoted,
with all my powers” to his cause
and clarified that his previous
venture “Baat Bihar Ki”, which
appeared similar to ‘Jan Suraaj’,
was shelved because of the
global COVID-19 pandemic
that struck soon afterward.

“Skeptics may ask how I
could collaborate with Mamata
Banerjee last year. 

From Page 1 
The CM said several citizens

suggested to him that power sub-
sidy provided to financially sta-
ble families could be used on
upgrading schools and hospitals
in city. The consumers in Delhi
at present get “zero” power bill
up to 200 units of electricity and
a subsidy of Rs 800 on consum-
ing 201 to 400 units of power per
month. The Delhi Government
has allocated Rs 3,250 crore for
payment of subsidy under
scheme in 2022-23.

From Page 1 
Briefing media in Paris

after the talks, Foreign
Secretary Vinay Kwatra said,
“On Ukraine, there was a broad
understanding of each other’s
position. The two leaders
agreed that close coordination
and engagement were impor-
tant,” he said. 

The Foreign Secretary
said developments in Ukraine
did come up for discussion
between two leaders and they
exchanged their perspectives
on situation there. Modi gave
an elaborate understanding of
Indian position which calls for
immediate cessation of hostil-
ities and resolution to ongoing
situation through diplomacy
and dialogue.

The two leaders also spoke
extensively, and exchanged
views extensively on cascading
effect of situation in Ukraine,
in terms of global food short-
ages, shortages of commodities,
such as fertilizer, and how the
two countries can partner
together in order to address
some of these challenges which
are very real and felt on ground,
he said.

From Page 1
In addition to these, there

were many representations per-
taining to shifting of Tehsils
from one Assembly con-
stituency (AC) to another and
some of them which
Commission found logical
were accepted, viz, shifting of
Tehsil Shrigufwara from
Pahalagam-AC to Bijbehara-
AC, shifting of Kwarhama and
Kunzar Tehsils to Gulmarg-AC
and redrawing Wagoora-
Kreeri-AC having Kareeri and
Khoie tehsils and part of
Wagoora and Tangmarg tehsils,
shifting of Darhal Tehsil from
Budhal-AC to Thannamandi-
AC.

Additionally, there were
some requests for minor
changes in the territorial juris-
diction of proposed ACs, which
were thoroughly analysed in
the Commission and a few of
them, which were logical, have
been incorporated in the final
order.

On the requests of
Kashmiri migrants from PoJK
to reserve few seats for them,
the Commission has recom-
mended the Central
Government to consider at a
provision of at least two mem-
bers (one of them must be a
female) from the community of
Kashmiri migrants in the
Legislative Assembly and such
members may be given power
at par with the power of nom-
inated members, of the
Legislative Assembly of Union
Territory of Puducherry.

From Page 1 
Launching a veiled attack

on the State Government dur-
ing BSF programme, the Home
Minister said, “Things would be
far better with cooperation from
local Government … the BJP
leaders who meet me in

Delhi always tell me about
continuing infiltration but to
contain it we need help from
local Government … soon
some political situation will
develop so as to make cooper-
ation happen.” Shah’s comment
came against backdrop of
demand by Bengal BJP leader-
sfor imposition of Article 356 in
State.

Hours before Shah’s meet-
ing, another Union Minister and
BJP leader Shantanu Thakur
said CAA was going to be a real-
ity very soon. “CAA will happen
… I have had discussions …
CAA is taking placebefore 2024
elections,” he said. 

From Page 1
India which has contested

the WHO estimates is likely to
raise the issue at the World
Health Assembly and required
multilateral forums, sources in
the Union Health Ministry said.

“Those numbers, which are
in sync with India’s stated death
toll, are of actual deaths, Niti
Aayog’s Dr VK Paul, one of the
people in charge of India’s
response to Covid-19 said,
adding that there’s no need to
resort to models to arrive at the
death toll when actual numbers
are available.

India has been consistently
objecting to the methodology
adopted by the WHO to project
excess mortality estimates based
on mathematical models, the
Ministry said in a statement.

“Despite India’s objection to
the process, methodology and
outcome of this modelling exer-
cise, WHO has released the
excess mortality estimates with-
out adequately addressing India’s
concerns,” the statement said.

India had also informed
the WHO that in view of the
availability of authentic data
published through Civil
Registration System (CRS) by
the Registrar General of India
(RGI), mathematical models
should not be used for project-
ing excess mortality numbers for
India. 

Registration of births and
deaths in India is extremely
robust and is governed by
decades old statutory legal

framework, i.e. “Births & Deaths
Registration Act, 1969”. The
civil registration data as well as
sample registration data released
annually by the RGI has been
used by a large number of
researchers, policy makers and
scientists both domestically and
globally, the Ministry said.

India had also underlined
the fact that given the accuracy
of the mortality data collected
through an effective and robust
statutory system, India doesn’t
deserve to be placed in Tier II
countries, the statement said.

“WHO till date has not
responded to India’s contention.
India has consistently ques-
tioned WHO’s own admission
that data in respect of seventeen
Indian States was obtained from
some websites and media
reports and was used in their
mathematical model. 

This reflects a statistically
unsound and scientifically ques-
tionable methodology of data
collection for making excess
mortality projections in case of
India,” the statement said.

Despite communicating this
data to WHO for supporting
their publication, WHO for rea-
sons best known to them con-
veniently chose to ignore the
available data submitted by India
and published the excess mor-
tality estimates for which the
methodology, source of data,
and the outcomes has been
consistently questioned by
India,” the statement said.
(with inputs from agencies)
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The Delhi Government on
Thursday issued orders to

private schools asking them
not to force parents to buy
expensive education material
and uniforms from the school
or any specific vendor, failing
which they would risk facing
“stringent action”. An order
from the Directorate of
Education (DoE) said private
schools are run by trusts/soci-
eties and have “no scope of prof-
it and commercialisation”.

The order states that
schools should display the class-
wise list of books/writing mate-
rial to be introduced in the com-
ing session, well in advance on
the school website, and also
communicate it clearly to par-
ents via other media. The DoE
has additionally ordered that the
schools must not change colour,

design, or any other specifica-
tions of uniforms for at least the
next three years.

“Apart from this, schools
shall also display the names,
addresses and telephone num-
bers of at least five shops in
proximity to the school where
books and uniforms shall be
made available for students.
However, schools are not
allowed to force parents to pur-
chase these from any of the
selected vendors particularly.
Parents can buy the books and
uniforms from any shop as per
their convenience and suitabil-
ity,” the order stated.

Delhi’s Deputy Chief
Minister and Education
Minister Manish Sisodia said
that this order will give a
breather to parents who are
struggling to pay heavy amounts
for books and uniforms in pri-
vate schools. “Many households
have lost their source of income
since the pandemic hit two
years ago, making it difficult for
them to purchase expensive
books and uniforms from spe-
cific shops that charge arbitrar-
ily. This order will give freedom

to parents across the city to buy
books and uniforms for their
children as per their conve-
nience. No school has the
authority to compel parents to
buy books or uniforms from a
specific vendor. The main cause
of education should be to nur-
ture the future of the nation, not
minting money. Schools should
know that they are under the
strict supervision of the
Government and will not be
allowed to arbitrarily charge
parents for books and uni-
forms,” said Sisodia.

Meanwhile, Rajiv Sharma, a
resident of Preet Vihar, whose
child studies at Universal Public
School alleged that the school
had given them a name and
number of a specific vendor,
who sits in the school and is
charging much more for books
and uniforms as compared to
the market rates.

“I had to buy my child
books for �5,200 from the
school and in the market those
books are available at cheaper
rates. They are charging almost
double the amount from par-
ents,” Sharma alleged.
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Delhi’s Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia on Thursday alleged that the

BJP-led North, East and South municipal
corporations had issued notices to nearly
three lakh people in the last two years.
Addressing a press conference here, Sisodia
alleged that they were planning to raze con-
structions in 1,750 unauthorised and 860
slum colonies.

“In the last 17 years, BJP leaders in the
civic bodies, councillors and mayors, and
engineers amassed money by allowing
illegal construction to flourish, only to serve
them notices now,” Sisodia alleged.

"The BJP has made a plan to run bulldozers
in 1,750 unauthorised colonies and 860 Jhuggi
Jhopadi (slum) colonies because these are illegal.
First, their councillors allowed illegal construc-
tion and made money and now they want to
demolish them. The BJP should first run bull-
dozers on houses of their councillors who
allowed such illegal constructions," he said.

The Deputy Chief Minister also said he will
write a letter to the Centre to not resort to such

tactics.
"On one hand, you (Centre) talk of regu-

larising illegal colonies, while on the other hand
your MCDs give notices for demolition. I will
write a letter to the Centre on this," he added.
His remarks came after an anti-encroachment
drive of the South Delhi Municipal Corporation,
scheduled in areas near Shaheen Bagh, was can-
celled on Thursday due to lack of availability of
adequate police force.

���	���������� ��������	

The South Delhi Municipal
Corporation (SDMC) on

Thursday put the brakes on its
bulldozers and halted the first
phase of its anti-encroachment
drive till May 8 due to the non-
availability of adequate police
protection.

According to a senior
SDMC official, the plan to
demolish temporary and per-
manent encroachments from

roads and Government land in
the Kalindi Kunj-Jamia Nagar
area near Shaheen Bagh and in
Sriniwaspuri was cancelled till
Sunday, due to the unavailabil-
ity of an adequate police force.

The SDMC's Central Zone
Chairman, Rajpal Singh told
The Pioneer that the drive was
cancelled, following a com-
munication from the Delhi
Police stating that adequate
police force was not available to
maintain law and order in the
area during the demolition.
“We will reschedule the drive
that was supposed to take place
in the Kalindi Kunj-Jamia
Nagar area today. The civic
body has also asked Delhi
Police to provide us with a suf-
ficient number of police per-
sonnel to peacefully conduct
the demolition drive. On May

9, the SDMC will hold the
demolition drive in Shaheen
Bagh G Block to Jasola and
Jasola Nale to Kalindi Kunj
Park as planned.”

Shaheen Bagh, was in the
limelight for being the venue of

the sit-in protests against the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act
in December 2019. The
protests were called off only
after the Covid-19 pandemic
hit the city in March 2020.

In April, the SDMC can-

celled its anti-encroachment
drive scheduled in Jasola and
Sarita Vihar, due to the
unavailability of an adequate
police force. The drive comes
a couple of days after the Delhi
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
chief Adesh Gupta wrote to the
Mayors of South and East cor-
porations seeking the removal
of encroachments by alleged
“Rohingyas, Bangladeshis and
anti-social elements" in their
areas. The North Delhi
Municipal Corporation (NMC)
conducted an anti-encroach-
ment drive in the violence-hit-
Jahangirpuri area just four days
after communal violence broke
out during a Hanuman Jayanti
procession. The Supreme
Court had to intervene twice to
stop the drive and ordered the
NMC to maintain status quo.
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The Delhi High Court on
Thursday directed local

authorities to take action
within two weeks for the
removal of encroachment
from the Okhla Industrial
area while asking the Delhi
Police to ensure that suffi-
cient force is provided for the
same.

The order was passed by
a Bench of Acting Chief
Justice Vipin Sanghi and
Justice Navin Chawla on a

suo motu PIL initiated by the
High Court over the issue of
i l legal  construction and
encroachment on public land
in the Okhla Industrial area.

“We direct action to be
taken without any delay and
positively within the next
two weeks. We direct the
Commissioner of Police,
Delhi Police to ensure that
sufficient force is provided to
the SDMC and DSIIDC for
the removal of encroachment
as identified,” said the court.
The matter would be heard
next on May 31.
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Days after two eight-year-
old girls were sexually

assaulted by an unidentified
man in an East Delhi
Municipal Corporation
(EDMC)-run school Delhi
Police has detained a man.
The incident had happened on
April 30 after the school assem-
bly.

Police said no CCTV cam-
era was installed at the entrance
of the school and on the
premises. East Delhi Mayor
Shyam Sunder Aggarwal said
that a lapse has happened and
a probe has been ordered.

The police team had made
a sketch of the accused and
checked the CCTV footage of
nearby areas as there were no

CCTV cameras installed in
the school.

Earlier, two men were
detained on the basis of the
sketch, but they were let go.
Now, police have detained
another man who bears close
resemblance to the man in the
sketch.

Meanwhile, security at the
school remained lax with no
one manning the entrance even
as the Delhi Commission for
Protection of Child Rights
(DCPCR) has written to the
EDMC seeking details of the
action taken.

The DCPCR, in its letter to
Nidhi Malik, Director
(Education), EDMC, said it
has taken suo-motu cognizance
of media reports on the matter.

"The school authorities did

not disclose the incident to the
police authorities which is a
clear violation of Section 19 of
the POCSO Act, 2012.
Therefore, the nonchalance
reflected in the behaviour of the
school authorities is a serious
transgression of this Act and
shows their lackadaisical atti-
tude towards such traumatising
incidents," the panel 
said.

"Considering the serious-
ness of the matter, the com-
mission would like to have a
detailed report on the subject
on or before May 9," the panel
said.

In a notice issued to the
SHO of Bhajanpura police sta-
tion, the DCPCR sought a
detailed action-taken report
on the matter by May 12.
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The Delhi Government has
chalked out a mega-plan

for the development of free
sewer connections, new sewer
lines, and Reverse Osmosis
(RO) plants in the State. To
meet the long-pending demand
for the same, under this plan,
the city Government will pro-
vide 25,000 households in East
Delhi with 100 per cent sewer
connectivity free of cost. The
Government will also install 30
RO plants in JJ clusters to end
the existing tanker system.

Delhi Water Minister and
Delhi Jal Board (DJB)
Chairman Satyendar Jain on
Thursday chaired a Board
meeting with senior officials
and approved proposals for

providing 25,000 households in
East Delhi with 100 per cent
sewer connectivity free of cost,
installing ROs and connecting
sewer lines. “These free sewer
connections will be provided
under the ‘Mukhyamantri Muft
Sewer Connection Yojna’ and
the regions of Karawal Nagar
and Mustafabad will benefit the
most out of it,” Jain said after
the meeting. These 12 colonies
where sewer connections will
be installed include Chandu
Nagar, Moonga Nagar, Rajiv
Gandhi Nagar, Nehru Vihar,
Old Mustafabad Gali No. 1-9,
Mustafabad Extension Gali No.
10-27, Dayalpur Extension
A,B,C,D,E and F Blocks and
Khajuri Khas area.

Sewer connectivity in these
colonies will prevent 2.5 crore
litres of untreated waste from
falling into the Yamuna. New
25 KM and 10 KM sewer lines
will be laid in Burari and
Narela, too, benefitting lakhs of
residents of the region.

“During the meeting, lay-
ing of new sewer lines, pro-
viding household sewer con-
nections, upgrading existing
Sewage Treatment Plants
(STPs), providing RO water

facilities in JJ cluster colonies
and improving the revenue
management system of the
DJB were discussed,” said a
senior DJB official.

“A decision to provide
sewer connections to individ-
ual houses of 12 colonies in
East Delhi’s Karawal Nagar
and Mustafabad constituen-
cies was taken, for which a bud-
get of Rs 19 crore will be allo-
cated,” he said.

“We have also decided to
upgrade the 40 MGD Rithala
STP on a unique financial
model to reinforce quality. The
BOD and TSS levels will also
come down from 15 mg/L to 10
mg/L and 20 mg/L to 10 mg/L
respectively, following the
upgradation,” said Jain.

“There will be construction
of a vertical 7 MGD STP at
Sonia Vihar and a 12 MGD
wastewater pumping station
at Rajiv Nagar. At present, 7
MGD of sewage is generated
from six unauthorised colonies
in Sonia Vihar group of
colonies under the Karawal
Nagar constituency. This waste
will be transported to WWTP
through a pumping station for
proper treatment,” said Jain.

“To cater to the long-stand-
ing issue of treating the
increased ammonia in raw
water being received from
Haryana, the Board has
approved the work of rehabil-
itating the existing non-func-
tional water treatment plant
into a 6 MGD water treatment
plant to treat ammonia up to 10
ppm,” said Jain.

“The DJB has also decided
to install 30 RO plants in JJ
Colonies in the first phase of
the scheme. These plants will
be functional 24×7 and will be
equipped with 8-10 dispensing
units in different locations to
cater to a larger population in
a hassle-free manner,” said 
Jain.

“The water will be com-
pletely free of cost to the pub-
lic. Each RO machine will have
a capacity to dispense 50,000
liters of water every day and in
case of high demand, the same
machine can deliver up to
65,000 liters. RFID cards will be
issued to the families that can
be punched on the RO water
dispenser which will then dis-
pense volumes in the range of
10 liters and 20 liters as per
demand,” said Jain.
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Following a scuffle between
two groups of people from
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Union Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri on Thursday
asked Chief Minister

Arvind Kejriwal to restrain
his party MLA Atishi for
spreading "lies" that the Centre
and its agencies are on the
verge of "bulldozing temples" in
Delhi. Puri threatened that if
Atishi and other AAP legisla-
tors continue to spread canards
and fake narratives against the
Central Government, then he
will be forced to convene a
Press conference to set the
record straight. His statement
comes a day after Atishi alleged
that the Union Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs
has sent "demolition notices" to
four temples in  Delhi's Sarojini
Nagar area, warning that peo-

ple of Delhi would not "toler-
ate" such "goondagardi (hooli-
ganism)" of the BJP.

Taking to Twitter to
respond strongly, Puri said
that the MLA does not appear
to be aware of her own AAP
government's actions as she
manufactures a "fake narra-
tive".

"Lies succeed in travelling
halfway round the world before
the truth is able to get up & tie
its shoelaces. Recently AAP
leader Atishi Ji absurdly sug-
gested that Centre & its agen-
cies were on the verge of bull-
dozing temples!," the Union
housing and urban affairs min-
ister tweeted.

In another tweet, Puri
asked Atishi to educate herself,
saying that the Religious
Committee which takes deci-

sions on such matters is under
the Delhi government . The
minister said that land owning
agencies only determine if gov-
ernment land is being
encroached upon, adding that
even that is not final- there are
systemic mechanisms in place.

"The Religious Committee
under a senior official of Delhi
Govt, has already met twice on
26 & 29 April. A joint inspec-
tion was carried out on 27
April under its directions. The
MLA does not appear to be
aware of her own (Delhi)
Govt's actions as she manu-
factures a fake narrative," he
alleged.

"Being her mother's for-
mer colleague in the DU teach-
ing faculty, I initially avoided
refuting Atishi Ji publicly.
When I remonstrated & sug-

gested restraint to her senior, I
was told it was just a bit of
‘Rajniti.' But she again repeat-
ed the absurdity yesterday," he
also tweeted. He said that a lie
will remain a lie no matter how
many times it is repeated.

"...So if Atishi Ji continues
to falsify the narrative further,
the Hon'ble Delhi CM should
rein in the MLA, failing which
I will address a press confer-
ence to set the record straight,"
he said. 

He also said that AAP
leaders must know that urban
rejuvenation is a serious sub-
ject, adding that efforts to
make Delhi a world class cap-
ital will need saner views, not
such ill-informed fake narra-
tives & politics. They should
get their facts right to avoid
such embarrassment.
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The first train set of
Regional Rapid Transit

System (RRTS) will be hand-
ed over to the National
Capital Region Transport
Corporation (NCRTC)
NCRTC in a ceremony in
Gujarat's Savli on Saturday.
The NCRTC is establishing
India's first RRTS which is a
rail-based, high-speed, high-
frequency regional com-
muter transit system. The
first train will be run on Sarai
Kale Khan-Ghaziabad-
Meerut RRTS corridor.

According to the state-
ment, the RRTS train sets are
100 per cent manufactured in
India at Alstom's (earlier
Bombardier) factory at Savli
in Gujarat under the Make in
India initiative.  Alstom is a
French multinational firm
which acquired Bombardier
Transportation early last year.
The latter, a Canadian-German
firm, manufactured metro cars
for the Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation.

"These will be the fastest
trains in India with a design
speed of 180kmph and opera-

tional speed of 160kmph with
an average speed of 100kmph,”
the statement issued by NCRTC
said.

“The modern RRTS trains
will have ergonomically
designed 2x2 transverse cush-
ioned seating, wide standing
space, luggage racks, CCTV

cameras, laptop/mobile charg-
ing facility, dynamic route maps,
auto control ambient lighting
system, Heating Ventilation and
Air Conditioning System
(HVAC), and other amenities,"
it said.

The RRTS trains will also
have a ‘standard' as well as ‘pre-

mium class' (one coach per
train), along with one coach
reserved for women com-
muters. Powered by electric
traction, RRTS will serve as a
green mode of transport in
NCR, the statement claimed.

Alstom will give keys to the
train sets to NCRTC at its man-
ufacturing plant on Saturday,
after which they will be brought
to Duhai depot, which is being
developed near Ghaziabad.

The handover ceremony
will be conducted in the pres-
ence of Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs Secretary Manoj
Joshi, the statement said.  The
manufacturing facility at Savli
will deliver a total of 210 cars for
the first RRTS corridor. These
will include train sets for oper-
ating regional transit services on
the Delhi-Ghaziabad-Meerut
corridor, and for local transit
services in Meerut, the state-
ment said.

After the arrival of the
trains, initial trial runs are
expected to commence on the
priority section (Sahibabad-
Duhai) by the end of this year.
The 17-km priority section is
targeted to be commissioned by
2023 and the full corridor by
2025. 

different communities over a
quarrel among children playing
in a park in the Welcome area
of Delhi, the Delhi Police have
registered an First Information
Report (FIR) for rioting. Police
said that they have arrested
three persons while 36 have
been detained in connection
with the incident.

The arrested persons have
been identified as Aman,
Faizan and Shivam. Police said
that manhunt has been initiat-
ed to nab Fazil and Sonu, who
are absconding.

According to a senior
police official, on Wednesday
around 9.50 PM, police control
room (PCR) call was received
regarding a quarrel near Photo
Chowk under the Welcome
police station area following
which a police team rushed to
the spot.

“After reviewing the situa-
tion, extra force was also mobi-
lized. During preliminary
enquiry revealed that a quarrel
broke out among youths play-
ing cricket as well as games on
mobile phones in X and Y
blocks of a park in the
Welcome area. It escalated into
a scuffle between two groups of
people from different com-
munities,” said the senior police
official.

According to the police, the
quarrel took place between
youths Shivam and Fazil. Later,
Sonu and Aman joined Shivam
and Faizan joined Fazil. They
threw stones at each 
other.

“As more people gathered
in the park, a call was made to
the police fearing a communal
tension. It was a teacher who
alerted the police about the
incident. A case under Indian
Penal Code sections 147 (pun-
ishment for rioting), 148 (riot-
ing, armed with deadly
weapon), 149 (every member
of unlawful assembly guilty of
offence committed in prose-
cution of common object) and
34 (common intension) has
been registered at the Welcome
police station,” he said.

A total of 39 people were
detained, of which three were
arrested. Adequate security
arrangements have been made
in the area as a precautionary
measure, police said.

“The situation is under
control and preventive action
under CrPC section 108 has
been initiated. Police are check-
ing the CCTV footage and
taking help from locals and
Nagrik Bhaichara Samiti mem-
bers to identify the accused,”
police added. 
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Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Thursday urged

the armed forces to draw
appropriate lessons from the
Ukraine conflict for prepared-
ness and exhorted IAF to
become an aerospace force to
protect the country from the
challenges of the future.

Delivering the keynote
address for the 37th Air Chief
Marshal P C Lal Memorial
Lecture here, Rajnath also
called for technology evolution,
gaining expertise and human
resource management to
defend the country against
space-guided attacks and pro-
tect the space assets.

“Change is the law of
nature. It is eternal. This law is
applicable to war as well. As
students of military affairs and
geopolitics, it is our duty to
keep anticipating the nature of
future wars. Steps are being
taken by our adversaries
towards military use of space.
This is likely to have an adverse
effect on our interests. We,

therefore, need to
identify and be
fully prepared for
the evolving secu-
rity challenges,” he
said.

The minister
added that the
nature of future
wars can be
assessed through
a closer look at the
situation in Syria,
Iraq, Afghanistan
and the recent Ukrainian con-
flict.  “Although these trends
are suggestive, but we can gain
a deeper understanding by
correlating them with our local
threats,” he said.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of technology in wars,
Rajnath said, the use of tech-
nology has seen an unprece-
dented increase in recent times.
He, however, stated that expen-
sive platforms and weapon sys-
tems do not alone ensure vic-
tory; it is their employment
which gives an edge in wars.

He paid glowing tributes to
Air Chief Marshal PC Lal who

was the Vice Chief of the Air
Staff during the 1965 war and
had served as the 7thChief of
the Air Staff during the 1971
war.

Describing him as a vision-
ary, Rajnath said, Air Chief
Marshal Lal’s outstanding lead-
ership proved to be a decisive
factor for India’s victory and for
the liberation of Bangladesh in
1971.

The defence minister
shared glimpses of the life of
Air Chief Marshal PC Lal,
especially his invaluable con-
tributions during the 1965 and
1971 wars. He said, these

reflected the way IAF had
paved the way to victory in the
last few decades despite chal-
lenges and difficult operating
conditions. It also symbolised
the importance of integration
and jointness.

Rajnath asserted that
through the process of inte-
gration structures can be built
for bringing together the forces
and greater synergy can be
established between them
through joint vision, training,
planning and execution of
operations.

Sharing his views on the
need to achieve
‘Aatmanirbharta’ in defence,
Rajnath described self-reliance
as essential for not only build-
ing the domestic capacity, but
also for safeguarding the sov-
ereignty of the country.

Rajnath stressed that
achieving self-reliance in
defence will have middle and
long-term benefits as it will
help in building the foundation
of a robust industrial base not
only in the defence sector, but
in every sphere of the industry.
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The Prime Minister's Office
(PMO) has asked the

Ministry of Housing and Urban
Affairs  (MoHUA) to furnish
details of projects that will be
ready for foundation stone lay-
ing and inauguration by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi over
the next two years. 

According to the CPWD's
written communication issued
last week, the MoHUA
Ministry has been asked to give
a detailed report on projects
that can be initiated and inau-
gurated by Prime Minister
Modi.  The Central Public
Works Department (CPWD),
which comes under the Union
Housing and Urban Affairs

Ministry, is a prime construc-
tion agency of the central gov-
ernment. The CPWD has also
been executing the Modi gov-
ernment's ambitious Central
Vista redevelopment project.

"PMO requires the infor-
mation of details of projects of
the Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs for which foun-
dation stone can be laid and
which are ready for inaugura-
tion in next 2 years by the PM,"
the document states.

CPWD executive engineer
Damanjeet Singh asked offi-
cials concerned to furnish the
compiled information at
regional level to the direc-
torate. The officials had been
asked to submit such details by
May 2. Singh said that only
those projects will be consid-
ered for foundation stone lay-
ing where acquisition and other
clearances such as forest or
environmental are complete.
According to the document,
details like project cost, name
of state and expected date of
completion and inauguration
have been sought.  Details
such as after inauguration, any
negative sentiments or protest

among the public about the
project, have also been sought.

For projects whose foun-
dation will be laid, the CPWD
asked officials concerned to
submit information like expect-
ed date of foundation stone lay-
ing and expected date of com-
pletion of land acquisition.

Under the Central Vista
redevelopment project, the
CPWD has set the deadline of
October this year to complete
the construction work of a
new parliament building.

The agency will also con-
struct an 'Executive Enclave'
that will house the PMO,
Cabinet Secretariat, India
House and National Security
Council Secretariat. The project
is expected to be completed
within 24 months.

The redevelopment of the
Central Vista, the nation's
power corridor, envisages a
new parliament building, a
common central secretariat,
revamping of the three-km
Rajpath from the Rashtrapati
Bhavan to the India Gate, new
office and residence of the
prime minister, and a new
vice-president enclave.
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The Supreme Court
on Thursday said it

would hear arguments
on May 10 on the legal
question whether the
pleas challenging the
colonial era penal law on
sedition be referred to a
larger bench and granted
time to the Centre to file
its response by May 9 as last
chance. Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta, appearing for
the Centre, sought a few more
days' time for filing the reply
saying the draft response made
by lawyers awaits approval by
competent authority as the
issue is of extreme importance.   

“List this matter for next
Tuesday at 2 pm. The Solicitor
General to file a counter (affi-
davit) by Monday. No further
adjournments (will be grant-
ed),” said  CJI NV Ramana.
The bench also comprising
Justices Surya Kant and Hima
Kohli, on April 27, had direct-
ed the Central Government to
file the reply saying it would

commence the final hearing in
the matter on May 5 and would
not entertain any request for
adjournment. 

Attorney General K K
Venugopal, who was assisting
in his personal capacity said
that the misuse of the provision
like it happened against a
Maharashtra MP for reciting
‘Hanuman Chalisa' has to be
stopped by laying down  guide-
lines.  However, there was no
need to refer the five-judge
bench verdict of the top court
in the Kedar Nath case in 1962
to a bench of five or seven
judges, the top most law offi-
cer said. Apex court had upheld
the constitutional validity of the

sedition law in the
Kedar Nath Singh case.
AG suggested guide-
lines for implementa-
tion of sedition charges. 

"Your lordships
know what is happen-
ing in the country.
Yesterday, somebody
was detained under this
Section just because
they wanted to chant

‘Hanuman Chalisa'. So guide-
lines have to be there, to pre-
vent misuse. Referring the
Kedar Nath verdict to a larger
bench is not necessary. It is a
well considered judgment,”
Venugopal said.             

Senior advocate Kapil
Sibal, appearing as the lead
counsel on behalf of the peti-
tioners, said reference to a
larger bench may not be nec-
essary.  Sibal said a three judge
bench can still go into the issue
ignoring the 1962 judgement of
the five-judge bench in the light
of subsequent developments in
the fundamental rights
jurisprudence.  The bench
commenced the hearing and

heard arguments on a batch of
pleas against the sedition law
for some time before adjourn-
ing to Tuesday. 

Agreeing to examine the
pleas filed by the Editors Guild
of India and former Major
General S G Vombatkere, chal-
lenging the Constitutionality of
Section 124A (sedition) in the
IPC, the apex court had said its
main concern was the "misuse
of law" leading to rise in num-
ber of cases. Some of the other
petitioners include former
Union Minister Arun Shourie
and journalists Kishorechandra
Wangkhemcha from Manipur
and Kanhaiya Lal Shukla from
Chhattisgarh.
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The Supreme Court on
Thursday said it will hear in

July Lok Sabha MP Navneet
Kaur Rana's appeal challenging
the Bombay High Court ver-
dict cancelling her caste cer-
tificate.  The Independent MP
represents Maharashtra's
Amravati constituency,
reserved for Scheduled Castes.
A bench of Justices Vineet
Saran and J K Maheshwari
adjourned the matter after
senior advocate Mukul
Rohatgi, appearing for Rana,
said the matter will take some
time.  “We will have it in July,”
the bench said.  The matter is
likely to come up before a new
bench after the vacation as
Justice Saran is due to retire on
May 10. 

On June 22 last year, the top
court stayed the high court ver-
dict cancelling Rana's caste

certificate. Mumbai High Court
had said the caste certificate was
obtained fraudulently using
fabricated documents and had
also imposed a fine of Rs 2 lakh
on her.  Rana, backed by the
Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP), won from Amravati in
2019 by claiming to be a mem-
ber of the 'Mochi' caste. 

The High Court, in its
judgement, had asked Rana to
surrender the certificate with-
in six weeks and had asked her
to pay a penalty of Rs two lakh
to the Maharashtra Legal
Services Authority within two
weeks. HC had held that Rana's
claim of belonging to the
'Mochi' caste for obtaining the
Scheduled Castes certificate
itself was fraudulent and made
with the intention of obtaining
various benefits available to a
candidate from such category,
despite knowing she does not
belong to that caste.
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The Supreme Court on
Thursday upheld a Delhi

High Court order directing
the Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation (DMRC) to pay
over Rs 4,600 crore of arbitral
award along with interest to
Anil Ambani Groups’ Delhi
Airport Metro Express Private
Limited (DAMEPL) in two
equal installments in two
months. The order was passed
by a bench of Justices L
Nageswara Rao and B R Gavai. 

Delhi High Court on
March 10 had directed the
DMRC to pay over Rs 4,600
crore of arbitral award along
with interest to DAMEPL. HC’s
judgment had come on
DAMEPL's execution petition
filed against DMRC concern-
ing the arbitral award in its
favour. An arbitral tribunal in
its May 2017 award had ruled

in favour of DAMEPL, which
had pulled out from running
the Airport Express metro line
over safety issues, and accept-
ed its claim that the running of
operations on the line was not
viable due to structural defects
in the viaduct through which
the train would run. 

The arbitral award per-
tained to a concession agree-
ment between the two entities,
which was signed on August
25, 2008. Under the agree-
ment, the DMRC was to carry
out civil works, excluding at the
depot, and the balance, includ-
ing the project system works,
were to be executed by DAME-
PL, a joint venture of Anil
Ambani Group’s Reliance
Infrastructure (R-infra) and a
Spanish construction company
— Construcciones Y Auxiliar
De Ferrocarriles — with a
shareholding of 95 and five per
cent respectively. 
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Getting sick with a common
cold doesn't make you

immune to Covid-19, but a
Covid infection might, at least
temporarily, boost the number
of antibodies you have against
common cold-causing coron-
aviruses and the SARS-CoV-1
and MERS-CoV viruses, all of
which are closely related, a
study has said.

Scientists at Scripps
Research in California have
characterised coronavirus anti-
bodies isolated from 11 people
to reveal how Covid impacts
the immune system's ability to
recognise other coronaviruses.

"Getting a better under-
standing of how immunity
against this broad family of
coronaviruses changes with
Covid-19 infection is an impor-
tant step toward developing
better coronavirus vaccines,

both for Covid-19 and
for future, related
pathogens," said
Andrew Ward,
Professor of Integrative
Structural and
Computational Biology
at Scripps Research.

The findings, pub-
lished in the journal Science
Advances, showed that the
immune system's antibodies
against one coronavirus spike
protein could, potentially, also
recognise other similar spike
proteins as disease-causing.

In the study, the team stud-
ied serum samples from 11
people - eight dated to before
the Covid pandemic, while
three samples were from
donors who recently had
Covid.

In each case, the
researchers measured how
strongly the samples reacted to
isolated spike proteins from dif-

ferent coronaviruses - OC43
and HKU1, both associated
with common colds, along
with SARS-CoV-1, MERS-
CoV and SARS-CoV-2.

Only the serum from
recovered Covid patients react-
ed to the SARS-CoV-2 spike
proteins. However, these Covid
patient samples also reacted
more strongly than the pre-
pandemic samples to the other
spike proteins as well.

Further tests revealed that
most coronavirus antibodies
from before the pandemic
recognised a section of the
OC43 and HKU1 spike pro-

teins known as the S1 subunit,
which tends to vary greatly
between coronaviruses.

In Covid patient samples,
however, the researchers iden-
tified a broader swatch of anti-
bodies, including ones that
recognised the S2 subunit —
which varies less between dif-
ferent coronaviruses.

Indeed, some antibodies
from the Covid patients are not
only bound to the common
cold coronaviruses, but to
SARS-CoV- and MERS-CoV
spike proteins as well.

However, they said that
since these studies were done
directly on serum antibodies,
they don't know whether the
presence of these antibodies, in
any of the cases, is enough to
provide full immunity to coro-
naviruses in the more complex
setting of the human immune
system. They assert the need
for further studies.
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With an aim to help reha-
bilitation of stroke vic-

tims and patients requiring
physiotherapy, researchers at
the Indian Institute of Science
(IISc) have designed a soft,
wearable device that exploits
the fundamental properties of
light to sense a patient's limb or
finger movements

Stroke is India’s third lead-
ing cause of death and the sixth
leading cause of disability.
Physiotherapy is one of the few

treatments available for reha-
bilitating stroke victims and
patients with physical injuries.
However, physiotherapy can
take days to months depending
on the severity of the disabili-
ty, making it challenging for
patients as well as their atten-
dants.

The device developed by
the IISc researchers exploits the
fundamental properties of light
to sense a patient’s limb or fin-
ger movements. The cus-
tomisable, 3D printed gloves
can be remotely controlled,
opening up the possibility of
teleconsultation by physio-
therapists.  

“We wanted to develop
something affordable, and
available to a person at all times
at their convenience. The prod-

uct should be easy to use and
must provide feedback,” says
Aveek Bid, Associate Professor
at the Department of Physics,
whose team has developed the
device.

The team has also devel-
oped a mechanism by which
customisable wearables like
hand gloves can be designed,
3D printed, and controlled
remotely. 

“The idea behind the
device is that you wear some-
thing like a glove, the physio-
therapist controls the device
from a remote location through
the internet, and makes your
hands and fingers move,”
describes Bid.? The device can
sense various hand and finger
movements, and precisely
detect parameters like pressure,

bending angle and 
shape.

The technology that drives
the device is based on the fun-
damental properties of light:
refraction and reflection. A
light source is placed at one end
of a transparent rubbery mate-
rial, and the other end has a
light detector. Any movement
in the finger or arm of the
patient causes the flexible mate-
rial to deform. The deforma-
tion alters the path of light, and
thereby its properties. The
device translates this change in
light properties to a quantifi-
able unit. Since light travels
across the entire length of the
device, movement along any
part of the patient’s finger or
arm can be accurately mea-
sured.
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has filed

a Prosecution Complaint
(chargesheet) before a Chennai
court against Ahmed AR
Buhari and others in a money
laundering case of over valua-
tion of coal prices whereby the
Public Sector Undertakings
paid higher price for the pur-
chase of lower quality of coal.
The agency has also sought
confiscation of properties of the
accused worth Rs 565 crore.

The court has taken cog-
nizance of the Prosecution
Complaint.

The ED had initiated
money laundering investiga-
tion on the basis of an FIR reg-
istered by the CBI, New Delhi
against Ahmed AR Buhari,
Promoter of Coastal Energy
Pvt Ltd, Chennai and other
unknown officials of PSUs
under various sections of
Indian PenaL Code and rele-
vant provisions of the

Prevention of Corruption Act.
The investigation in the

matter was also conducted by
the Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI) and a show
cause notice to the party has
been issued under the provi-
sions of Customs Act, 1962.

The ED probe revealed
that Buhari is controlling the
companies Coastal Energy
Private Limited, Chennai,
Coastal Energen Private
Limited, Coal & Oil Group
Dubai and other offshore enti-
ties located in Mauritius and
British Virgin Islands.  

“The PSUs were supplied
coal of lower calorific value
instead of the higher specifi-
cation for which the tenders
were floated and executed by
the CEPL or MMTC and the
coal was supplied by CEPL
either directly or through
MMTC on the strength of
overvalued invoice for lower
quality supported with fraud-
ulent Certificate of Sampling
and Analysis (COSA) whereas

the original COSA depicting
the genuine quality of coal
was suppressed,” the ED said in
a statement.

Investigation further
revealed that Buhari generated
proceeds of crime (POC) to the
tune of Rs 564.48 crore from
the over valuation of coal.
Buhari had diverted the pro-
ceeds of crime through various
companies and finally inte-
grated the same in the instal-
lation of a power plant by
another company Coastal
Energen.

The prosecution complaint
has been filed against Buhari,
Coastal Energy Private Limited,
Chennai, Coastal Energen
Private Limited, Chennai, CNO
DMCC, Dubai, CNO LLC,
Dubai, Precious Energy
Holdings Limited, British
Virgin Island and Mutiara
Energy Holdings Limited,
Mauritius. All the six accused
companies are managed, con-
trolled and beneficially owned
by Buhari, the agency said.
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The CBI has arrested an
Interim Resolution

Professional (IRP) of National
Law Tribunal (NCLT) Mumbai
and two private persons,
including a proprietor of
Mumbai based firm in a
bribery case of Rs 20 lakh in
Pune.

The agency has taken into
custody NCLT interim resolu-
tion professional (IRP) Subrata
Maity, Ashish Somani, who
works for Navi Mumbai-based
RJ Jewellers, and its proprietor
Ruchit Tanka for allegedly
demanding  Rs 20 lakh for set-
tling a pending NCLT 
matter.

“A case was registered on
complaint against an Interim
Resolution Professional (IRP),
National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT), Mumbai and
unknown others on the allega-
tions of demanding undue
advantage of Rs.20 lakh for set-
tling the NCLT matter of

Complainant’s company,” the
CBI said in a 
statement.

It was further alleged that
the accused demanded initial
part payment of Rs 2 lakh, out
of the total demand of Rs 20
lakh from the complainant
and told him that a private per-
son would come to collect the
said amount at Pune.

The CBI laid a trap and
caught the said private person
while accepting the initial part
payment of Rs 2 lakh from the
Complainant.

Later, the Interim
Resolution Professional (IRP)
and the Proprietor/Jeweller of
Mumbai whose alleged role
came in the case were also
caught.

Searches were conducted at
the premises of the accused at
Pune, Navi Mumbai which led
to recovery of incriminating
documents.  All the three
arrested accused are being pro-
duced in the Court of Special
Judge, CBI Cases, Pune.
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As several States across the
country were hit with

intense heatwaves, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Thursday  chaired a meeting to
review the preparedness to
deal with the rise in tempera-
tures as well as the upcoming
monsoon season.

According to the India
Meteorological Department’s
Monthly Weather and Climate
summary, April this year ended
as the third warmest in India in
122 years. This comes after
March had remained the
warmest over the same period.

Prolonged and frequent
heatwaves affected major parts
of the country during April,
taking the maximum temper-
atures at many places in west
Rajasthan, east Uttar Pradesh,
west Madhya Pradesh,
Vidarbha in Maharashtra to
over 45 degrees Celsius.

Modi held  seven to eight
meetings during the day fol-
lowing his return from the
three-day visit to many
European countries.  

The Prime Minister
reviewed the heat-wave situa-
tion, power  and coal  supply
and measures for the upcom-
ing  monsoon season and gave
instructions  to  officials to mit-
igate the overall impact  of ris-
ing temperature across the
country.

The maximum tempera-
ture in Delhi was hovering
between 42 to 46 degree celsius
last week.  The peak power
demand in Delhi rose to 6,194
MW on Monday, the highest
ever for the first week of May.
The power demand had
crossed the 6,000 MW mark for
the first time in April. It was
over 6,000 MW on several
days in the last week of April
amid a rise in maximum day
temperature.
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Union Minister Jitendra
Singh on Thursday asked

the Department of Pension
and Pensioners' Welfare
(DoPPW) to bring out a com-
prehensive "manual for pen-
sioners" to ensure further ease
to retired government employ-
ees. 

Addressing the 7th all
India pension adalat, Singh
said that steps like extension of
family pension to differently
abled child of a deceased gov-
ernment employee/pensioner
or giving a major hike in the
family pension emoluments
for divyang children of a
deceased government ser-
vant/pensioner are not only
pension reforms but social
reforms having wide implica-
tions. 
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India and Australia have
strongly condemned terror-

ism in all its forms, including
the use of cross-border terror-
ist proxies and emphasised the
need for strengthening global
cooperation to deal with the
challenge in 
a comprehensive manner.

The two sides discussed
ways to combat terrorism at the
13th meeting of the India-
Australia joint working group
on counter-terrorism that took
place in Canberra on
Wednesday. A joint press state-
ment said Australia reiterated
its condemnation of terrorist
attacks in India, including the
26/11 Mumbai, Pathankot and
Pulwama attacks, and extend-
ed its support for the people
and the government of India in
the global fight 
against terrorism. In the meet-
ing, both sides underlined their
commitment to coordinate and
collaborate on tackling terror-
ism in line with the India-
Australia Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership.
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Information and Broadcasting
Minister Anurag Thakur on

Thursday announced that the
world’s largest film restoration
project under National Film
Heritage Mission (NFHM)
with a budget of � 363 crore
was awarded by the Ministry.
The restoration project is now
set to commence in full swing
at the National Film Archive of
India (NFAI). The Minister
was in Pune to attend the
review meeting of the organi-
sation. 

Under National Film
Heritage Mission, approxi-
mately 2,200 films will under-
go restoration. The titles have
been shortlisted by language
wise committees consisting of

filmmakers, documentary film-
makers, film historians, pro-
ducers etc. Eminent film per-
sonalities such as Aparna Sen,
Shriram Raghavan, Anjali
Menon and Vetrimaaran were
part of the committees.  

“National Film Heritage
Mission in addition to restora-
tion also involves the on-going
preservation processes of film
condition assessment, preven-
tive conservation and digitiza-
tion, with the total allocated
budget of Rs. 597 crores, which
is one of the world’s largest film
preservation mission,” the
Minister said. 

“The process involves
frame-to-frame digital and
semi-automated manual pic-
ture and sound restoration
from the best surviving source

material. 
The source negative/print

will be scanned at 4K to .dpx
files, which will be then digi-
tally restored. The damages
including scratches, dirt and
abrasions in every frame of the
picture negative will be cleaned
during the restoration process. 

The sound also restored in
a process similar to the picture
restoration procedure. The
numerous pops, hisses, crack-
les and distortions on the
sound negative will be digital-
ly removed. 

After restoration, the dig-
ital picture files will be color
graded(DI process) and bal-
anced to achieve the look of the
film at the time of the original
release,” said I&B Ministry in
a statement.
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Coming down heavily on
Union Home Minister

Amit Shah for “denigrating
Bengal” in Parliament Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee on
Thursday said that it hurt her
if someone spoke against the
affairs of her State.

“It really hurts me if some-
one tells that those who come
to Bengal will be murdered …
this is nothing but a planned
propaganda to humiliate
Bengal,” the Chief Minister
said, reacting to an earlier
remark by Shah that if one went
to Bengal one would be killed.

Giving a strong reply the
Chief Minister asked “why
don’t you talk about Uttar
Pradesh where the victims who
go to the police station to
lodge complaints are victimized
there also,” adding “in a State
(like Bengal) with 11 crore
population if there are 5 inci-
dents some people start shout-
ing with a narrow political
motive but they keep mum in

case of other places … I
must say that Bengal is better
than many other states of
India.” On Shah’s statement
about the BSF not getting ade-
quate help from the local
administration in stopping
infiltration, Banerjee said that
the Home Minister was trying
to use the paramilitary forces to
rule Bengal by proxy. “Now
from his statement we can see
that the cat is out of the bag …
they are trying to use the BSF
to overrule Bengal which is
dangerous and goes against
the federal structure of the
county,” Banerjee said adding
the “Home Minister should not
complicate the situation in the

State … I will warn him
against playing with fire … or
else there will be a strong retal-
iation from the people who will
retaliate with full democratic
force.”

On Shah’s comment on
deteriorating law and order
situation of the State she won-
dered whether he was the
Home Minister of India or
Bengal. “Law and order is a
State subject and it should be
better left to the State
Government … what he is
talking is all rubbish about
Bengal,” Banerjee said warning
“the Home Minister is talking
beyond his jurisdiction.”

Saying that unlike the BJP
her Government always walked
the talk Banerjee said “here in
Bengal we provide Laxmir
Bhandar aiding the poor with
funds but there the BJP launch-
es bhandar (stores) of canards
… I will request him to work
for the people instead of dis-
turbing the State
Governments.”
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In an intriguing develop-
ment that many a political

outfit called a “conspiracy
being hatched against Bengal,”
the State BJP leaders including
MLAs and MPs on Thursday
used the stage from where
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah was to deliver a public
speech to raise the demand for
a separate State of Uttar Banga.

Addressing the audience
the BJP’s Naxalbari MLA said
that North Bengal continued
to remain subdued whereas
South Bengal took away all the
cream of development. He
demanded steps to reassure
the people of that area.

“It has been the story from
years that all development
takes place inSouth Bengal …
even the summer vacation in
schools are decided according
to the weather in that part of
the State … hurt by the depri-
vation and sense of alienation
there is a voice coming from
the people for some separate
State,” the Naxalbari MLA said
wondering “why if
Uttarakhand can be separated
from UP … Chhattisgarh can
be takenout from MP and
Laddakh can be separated
from J&K a separate State
ofNorth Bengal cannot be cre-
ated here … the people have a
strong demand for it.” 

Another BJP MLA
Krishna Chatterjee too said
that “a time has come when
some separate arrangement
must be made to assuage the
feeling of the people.” Backing

the demand of the MLAs for-
mer State BJP president and
the party’s national vice pres-
ident Dilip Ghosh said “there
is a strong demand for a sep-
arate State coming from the
people of the region because
there has been no develop-
ment here … why the people
of this part of the State should
continue to languish in back-
wardness … if a demand for a
separate State is coming from

them it seems quite justified.”
Curiously Ghosh also a BJP
MP from South Bengal had
earlier said that a separate
State of North Bengal was not
in the official agenda of his-
party.

“The BJP as a party does
not support separate North
Bengal,” he had told hours
before his Siliguri speech.
Even as the other opposition
parties gave out strong reac-

tions Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee said that “BJP was out
to engineer divorces wherev-
er they went … they are dri-
ving wedge between Hindus
and Muslims, between
Bengalis and non-Bengalis,
between Bengalis and Bengalis
and now between North
Bengal and South Bengal …
but they should rest assured
nothing of that sort will be
allowed to happen.” 
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Maharashtra’s Deputy Chief
Minister Ajit Pawar on

Thursday hit out at MNS chief
Raj Thackeray for using the
“language of ultimatums” and
warned the latter against tak-
ing law into hand.

Talking to media persons
after an all-party meeting called
at the State-run Sahyadri Guest
House review the situation
arising out of the MNS chief ’s
call for removal of loudspeak-
ers from mosques, Pawar – in
his indirect criticism of Raj --
“The state government runs as
per law, rules and Constitution.
I advise people against using
the language of ultimatums in
Maharashtra. Here no one can

conduct himself like a dictator”.
Pawar said that the

Supreme Court’s order on loud-
speakers was binding on all sec-
tions of the people. “Both the
Centre and state government
will implement the Supreme
Court in their own respective
ways. The state Home depart-
ment will implement the

Supreme court as per law. We
will not go beyond what has
been prescribed under law.

Appealing to all the sec-
tions of the society to cooper-
ate with the state government
in enforcing law and main-
taining law and order, the
deputy chief minister said: “I
request to all leaders of various
political parties and all sections
of people to cooperate with the
state government and ensure
that there is communal har-
mony in the state,” he said.
Maharashtra Home Minister
Dilip Walse-Patil, who was
present at the law and order
review meeting, said that the
Supreme Court ruling was
applicable for all states.  “Since
2017, the state government

has been taking decisions as per
the Supreme Couyrt order.
“The implementation of the SC
is continuing in the state. The
state home ministry’s priority
is to maintain law  and order in
the state. 

I advise all not to speak in
a manner that would result in
strain between the various
communitie. Law is equal for
all. Nooneshould break the
law”. Congress General
Secretary Sachin Sawant said
there were at least 2,400 Hindu
temples in Mumbai which will
not be able to use loudspeak-
ers for their prayers and other
rituals “The non-use of loud-
speakers has also affected the
much revered ‘kakad aarti’ at
the famed Saibaba Temple in

Shirdi (Ahmednagar),” he said.
Bhagyashree Banayat-

Dhivare, CEO of the Shri
Saibaba Sansthan Trust, Shirdi,
said that contrary to certain
media speculation, the Saibaba
Temple had not discontinued
the use of loudspeakers for its
night and morning aartis.

The Saibaba temple CEO
said that the temple place had
brought down with decibel
levels to 45db, as per the
Supreme Court guidelines

Sawant said that besides
Hindu temples, it will also
affect religious prayers, dis-
courses, kathas, or other events,
by other communities in
Christian churches, Sikh
gurudwaras, Buddhist Viharas,
Jain derasars, et al. 
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Soon after the three member
Delimitation Commission

headed by Justice (Retd)
Ranjana Prakash Desai on
Thursday finalised its report
and signed the order before
publishing the same in the
Gazette notification the
Opposition parties in Kashmir
Valley rejected the same claim-
ing 'we don't trust it'.  

Some of the Valley-based
parties also claimed it was an
attempt to politically “disem-
power” the people of Jammu
and Kashmir as it violated the
basic norms of delimitation.

Former Chief Minister and
chief of Peoples Democratic
Party Mehbooba Mufti reacted
strongly to the final report of
the Delimitation Commission.
"What delimitation? It has
become an extension of BJP?

That ignored the parameter of
population & acted as per their
wish. We reject it. We don't
trust it. The suggestions are
made to disempower people of
J&K", Mufti told reporters on
the sidelines of a function.  

In Jammu  JKPCC Chief
Spokesperson  Ravinder
Sharma claimed  the report has
done great injustice to people
în general,which appears to
have been prepared ,veted and
finalised în the BJP headquar-
ters.

Sharma said, "the com-
mission has done a simple eye
wash of hearing people before
the draft report and after that,
but the report has cleared all
doubts and exposed the
approach of the commission".

The commission has
neglected the fundamental
principles and norms, ignored
the aspirations of the people

and did great injustice to dif-
ferent areas, segments and
communities  by ignoring
topography, geography, con-
nectivity, continuity, physical
features and population, which
are the basic norms of delimi-
tation, a? per law.

On the other hand, the
Jammu and Kashmir National
Conference tweeted their
party's response to the report
as none of their leaders made
a public statement.

"We have seen the final
recommendations of the
Delimitation Commission. We
are studying the implications of
these recommendations for
individual assembly con-
stituencies.

No amount of gerryman-
dering will change the ground
reality which is that…whenever
elections are held the voter will
punish the BJP & it’s proxies for

what they have done to J&K
over the last 4 years", the twit-
ter handle of the party read.

The Peoples Conference
headed by Sajjad Lone while
reacting to the report also
launched a frontal attack on
their political adversaries in
Kashmir valley.

In an oblique reference to
one of the mainstream politi-
cal parties, the twitter handle of
the Peopless Conference  post-
ed a stern message saying,
"The delimitation report is a
repeat of the past. 

Same traditional entities
are calling the shots behind the
scenes. Kashmir has been dis-
criminated against as in the
past. No change. 

Only the degree of disem-
powerment is greater" .“Over
the last six decades, Kashmir’s
share of assembly seats in the
J&K assembly increased from

43 to 47 while Jammu’s share
rose from 30 to 43. 

Who is responsible for sys-
tematic disempowerment of
Kashmiris from 1947? Those
who aided and abetted in the
journey from Jammu 30 to 37
are the ones who aided and
abetted from 37 to 43”, the
statement said.

The statement further said
that the PC had hoped that
Kashmiri parties stayed away
and not diluted the stigma
associated with a people-less
process, which was essentially
a tool for disempowerment of
Kashmiris.

“Hope Kashmiris will now
remember the parties who
associated themselves with the
delimitation process which was
in essential a tool for disem-
powerment will always be in
wonderment. 

How could a party which

associated itself with the delim-
itation process be so auda-
cious? They actually had the
nerve of submitting one mem-

orandum in Kashmir and a
separate memorandum in
Jammu. Ironically the memo-
randums were contradictory.

The Jammu one seemed to
have been copy pasted from the
Hindutva brigade”, the state-
ment added. 
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KOCHI: In a macabre incident
that shocked Kerala on
Thursday, a fish vendor by
name Mohammed murdered
his wife Jasmine and four year
old daughter Fatima Zafa by
setting ablaze the auto rickshaw
in which they were to travel
and committed suicide by
jumping into a nearby well.

Though the elder son of
the Mohammeds was present
in the auto rickshaw, he was
pulled out of the burning vehi-
cle by bystanders and rushed to
a private hospital where his
condition remains serious.
Police, which rushed to the
spot found to their horror that
Mohammed has stuffed the
auto rickshaw with explosives.
“He locked the cabin-auto from
outside to make sure that none

of the family came out of the
burning vehicle,” said the
inspector. Neighbours said that
Mohammed had married
another woman recently much
against the wish of Jasmine and
this has vitiated the relations.
Jasmine and her children had
returned to their ancestral
home. 

Mohammed reached
Jasmine’s home and persuaded
her to return to their house
with him and assured her that
he had no relations with  other
women. This made Jasmine to
return with him when all in a
sudden Mohammed locked
her and the children inside the
auto and set ablaze explosives
laden auto. Mohammed is also
facing trial as main accused in
a POCSO case. PNS

KOCHI: Joe Joseph, a young
cardiologist working with the
Lisie Hospital, owned and
operated by the Archdiocese of
Ernakulam-Angamally would
be the CPI(M) candidate for
the May 31 bye-election from
Thrikkakara. This was
announced by E P Jayarajan,
convener of the Left
Democratic Front, the CPI(M)
led alliance.

The bye-election was
necessitated by the demise of
sitting member P T Thomas of
the Congress. Uma Thomas,
widow of Thomas is the
Congress candidate for the
poll and her name was
announced on Monday by the
High Command. The CPI(M)’s
decision to field Dr Joe Joseph
is being seen as an attempt by

the party to buy peace with the
Syro Malabar Catholic Church
in the State with which the
party had good relations in the
past. 

The tie took a turn for the
worse when the Kerala
Government recently filed a
criminal case against Joseph
Mar Kallarangatt, the Bishop of
Pala for alleged “hate speech”
in a congregation of the faith-
ful.

Dr Joseph said he was no
stranger to world of CPI(M) as
he was a card holding member
of party. He also ruled out the
reports that he was fielded as a
candidate by the CPI(M) to
placate Church. Interestingly,
the CPI(M) activists had start-
ed painting the walls across
ythe constituency with the

name of Arun Kumar, a party
activist, as the candidate from
Thrikkakara. This was called
off following a diktat issued by
the party leadership which
indicated that there would be
a change in the name of the
candidate.

The AAP and the local out-
fit TwentyX20 had also
announced that they would
field a common candidate but
the name was yet to be
finalised. BJP is likely to field
a candidate who has experience
in losing all the polls he has
contested till date.

“Congress is strong in this
constituency and the victory of
Uma Thomas is a foregone
conclusion,” said Vishnu
Vijayakumar, a young entre-
preneur based in Thrikkakara.
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Claiming that the dispute
between Uttar Pradesh and

Uttarakhand had been
resolved, UP Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath, on Thursday,
handed over the keys of
Alaknanda Guest House to his
Uttarakhand counterpart
Pushkar Singh Dhami in
Haridwar where he also inau-
gurated the Bhagirathi Tourist
Accommodation constructed
by the UP Tourism depart-
ment.

“The river Ganga is formed
by the holy confluence of
Alaknanda and Bhagirathi. In
line with the vision of the
prime minister, the problem of
distribution of assets in Uttar
Pradesh and Uttarakhand has
been resolved through mutual
dialogue,” Yogi said.

Launching an attack on
the previous governments, Yogi
said that for 21 years the dis-
pute between the two states was
not resolved and remained
complicated. 

In the presence of revered
saints, religious leaders, many
former chief ministers and
ministers of the Uttarakhand
government, Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath stressed the
need for working together for
the overall development of
both the states.

Stating that Uttarakhand
was both his mother and moth-
erland, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath said that there were
endless possibilities for eco-

tourism along with spiritual
tourism in the state. He said
people from all over the coun-
try, including the 25 crore
population of Uttar Pradesh,
wanted to visit the Char Dham
of Uttarakhand and take a
holy dip in Har ki Pauri.

“People are eager to come
to Kedarnath, Badrinath,
Yamunotri and Gangotri dur-
ing Char dham yatra, while in
second season, many hill sta-
tions associated with Kumaon,
Nainital, Jhunsi Math also
attract tourists. Not only this,
forest cover has also increased
here in recent years, which has
given rise to the possibilities of
eco-tourism,” he said.

Appreciating efforts made
by double-engine government
for development of tourism in
spiritual places like Kedarnath,
Badrinath, and Rishikesh,
among others, in the
‘Devbhoomi Uttarakhand’, the
chief minister said that these
holy places were centres of
faith as well as strength of
national integrity. He said that
this journey of development
would become a factor of hap-
piness and prosperity for all.

Referring to the grand
events of Deepotsav in
Ayodhya, Dev Deepawali in
Kashi, Barsana Rangotsav,
Krishna Janmotsav in Uttar
Pradesh, the chief minister
also informed the gathering
about the holistic development
of places like Ayodhya, Kashi,
Shukteerth, Naimishdham,
Rajapur, among others.
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questions over the CRS data,
largely over the number of
COVID deaths, are mis-
placed. The arguments are
essentially based on “the
absence of reliable registration
of COVID-19 deaths in India”.
Similarly, “families often pre-
fer to hide the nature of the
ailment affecting their rela-
tives, ascribing resulting
deaths to fevers or other dis-
eases to avoid social stigma”
is based more on hearsay or
clichéd perceptions.

The RGI’s annual CRS
figures capture ‘all-cause mor-
tality’. The deaths due to
COVID make a subset of the
overall figure. And, it is these
reliable figures released by
the Statutory Authority of
RGI that should be utilised. As
on May 3, 2022, India had
recorded 4,30,85,166 COVID
cases with 5,23,889 deaths
with a Case Fatality Rate of 1.2
per cent. India reported its first
death due to the pandemic on
March 13, 2020, and reported
cumulative deaths of 1,48,738
in 2020. The number nearly
doubled to 3,32,342 in 2021
during the second wave.

The close tracking of
COVID cases and mortality
statistics on a daily basis, with
the help of real-time dash-
board, has also reiterated on
the importance of the process,
thus supporting the systems in

timely intervention at a partic-
ular area or district which
eventually led to containment
of the disease and mitigated
the catastrophic effect of the
third wave. Along with the
success stories of COVID-19
mitigation in India, the coun-
try’s efforts to contain the
virus with active engagement
of Frontline workers, uninter-
rupted service delivery, and
vital registrations at district
level should also be referred
and captured.

An increase of 4.8 lakh
death registration in 2020
from the previous year reaf-
firms the CRS’ efficiency. The
COVID deaths out of total
registered deaths of 81.2 lakh
in 2020 are reported as 1.48
lakh. The figures of death
registration provided by CRS
2020 do not need statistical
measures like 95 per cent
confidence interval as these
are actual figures and not
estimates.

Moreover, the modelling-
driven estimates or studies
have a great scope for fallacy
owing to selective-restrictive
sample datasets, analysis
assumptions, overestimations
and interpretations. They rely
more on the assumption soft-
ware as compared to vigorous
data collation technique adopt-
ed by the Union Government.
The RGI methodology is

extremely robust, with the
birth and death registration
done under ‘Registration of
Birth and Death Act 1969’.
Under that legal framework,
CRS provides for universal,
continuous, compulsory and
permanent recording of birth,
death and still birth.

To rectify an underestima-
tion, say reported COVID
deaths in India, the mathemat-
ical models do not seem to be
a suitable solution which
would be providing an unclear
and incorrect picture by
proposing the death count
very high as compared to
reported by National reports.
Modelling software were
meant and used to identify the
hotspot with attributable risk
factors to support the preven-
tion and treatment decisions
by the local authority to con-
trol the event and thus save
lives.

Thus, estimates obtained
from modelling techniques
are inappropriate to counter
the actual national level statis-
tics showing actual numbers of
death registration by a robust
system using multiple data
points complemented with
using appropriate definitions
for labelling COVID deaths.

(Maj Gen (Prof) Atul
Kotwal is a former director of
NHSRC. The views expressed
are personal.)
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Sir — The World Press Freedom Index
paints a grim picture of press freedom
around the world. Freedom of the press is
of paramount importance in democratic
societies as it has an impact on the func-
tioning of Governments, protecting peo-
ple’s rights, fighting corruption, holding
Government accountable, changing wrong
policies of Government, ensuring justice
and so on. Threats, coercion, pressure,
intimidation, censorship, harassment and
so on negatively impact the functioning
journalists and the media. By faring very
badly, India has cut a sorry figure in the
2022 World Press Freedom Index. India
has fallen eight places from 142 to 150 in
the index of 180 countries.

India was labelled “poor” together with
Brazil, Mexico and Russia. The report
pointed out that India is one of the most
dangerous countries in the world for jour-
nalists trying to do their jobs properly.
Freedom of the press enables the media to
disseminate authentic and trustworthy
information. Anything that stands in the
way of dissemination of information is a real
problem. People have the right to informa-
tion. When restrictions are imposed on the
press, people are deprived of their right to
real and accurate information. When jour-
nalists are gagged, they are forced to
report news in a distorted way.

Venu GS | Kollam


�����
����������������������
Sir — BJP president Amit Shah on
Saturday said India is on its way to
becoming the Vishwa Guru under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's leadership.
India had been contributing to almost
every sector since ancient times. India has
given zero, the science of ayurveda, yoga,
board games, leprosy cure, cataract surgery,
shampoo, wireless communication, but-
tons, Indigo dye, algebraic abbreviations
and many more such things to the world.
All these inventions were possible in
India due to its ancient education system,
the gurukul system. The atmosphere of
gurukul as well as the dedicated gurus
made their student create history.

Practical wisdom, knowledge and
closeness to nature helped them enrich
their mind, inculcate new ideas and the
power to do something extraordinary. But
with the advent of the British education sys-
tem in India, western learning flourished
and the glory of Indian education faded.
“I do not think we would ever conquer this
country unless we break the very backbone
of this nation, her old and ancient educa-
tion system, her culture,” Lord Macaulay
said in his address to the British Parliament
on February 2, 1835. Today, India would
already be the Vishwa Guru if Indians at
that time would have valued their culture
and might have taken a stand for it.

Ishita Patidar | Ujjain
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Sir —The Government’s ambitious Open
Network for Digital Commerce (ONDC)
has been recently unveiled in the five pilot
cities of Delhi, Bengaluru, Bhopal,
Coimbatore and Shillong. It could be a
game changer of how we perceive the e-
commerce industry in India. With online

e-commerce giants like Amazon and
Flipkart controlling nearly 60 per cent mar-
ket share in India’s e-related ecosystem, the
launch of ONDC is likely to curb their
monopolistic nature. It will also help
small retailers and reduce the dominance
of online retail giants. Online retailers and
vendors can utilise it to gain access, there-
by making e-commerce platform more
democratic and open.

The present system does not allow an
Amazon app user to see products or ser-
vices listed in Flipkart and vice versa. Nor
can the Zomato app show the restaurants
listed on Swiggy. The success story of UPI
that allows every payment app to seamless-
ly transfer funds has transformed the way
we make payments, could be replicated in
the commerce ecosystem also. It would
make it easier for 12 million small retail-
ers or kirana stores to expand their choic-
es as it would link all such platforms. 

Vijay Singh Adhikari | Nainital
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The Civil Registration
System (CRS) data
released by the office of
the Registrar General of

India (RGI) shows a 6.2 per cent
increase in the number of death
registrations in 2020. From 76.4
lakh registered deaths in 2019, it
went up to 81.2 lakh in 2020,
which is consistent with the
recent trend of increasing regis-
trations of deaths in the country.

The 2018 figures showed a
7.5 per cent increase over the pre-
vious year’s death registration,
and then an almost 10 per cent
spike in 2019. With India mak-
ing steady strides towards ‘max-
imum and people-friendly digi-
talisation’, death registration has
also become easier, which reflects
in the trends over the last few
years. The heightened social
awareness towards requirement
of such certificates for bank
accounts, property settlements
and more has also been a factor
in increased registration. Due to
sensitisation conducted by RGI
and Chief Registrars of the States
and UTs, increased use of IT and
mobile-based apps, the level of
birth and death registration has
increased substantially.

While the country reports a
downward trend in Crude Death
Rate, which is 6/1000 live births
as per the SRS 2016-18, the esti-
mates for death registrations
have improved over time, which
does not indicate actual increase
in number of deaths. This
improved trend of death regis-
tration may be attributed to
several factors and mechanisms
strengthening the CRS and spans
detailing of work division
(Microplan), digitalisation of
death registration system in
CRS (more than 54 per cent in
2020 and 85 per cent in 2022),
and global commitment to attain
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDG) targets (16.9 and 17.1).
One of the crucial and beneficial
steps taken in CRS of India along
the years is the ‘linkage of data
points across the sources’ for, say,
hospital admission and dis-
charge register, hospital mortu-
ary register, disease surveillance
register, cancer register and
police records, thus further
enhancing the robustness.
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objective assessment which will
replace the subjectivity in evalu-
ation of the descriptive tradition-
al types of papers of the class 12
exams conducted by different
boards. The hand-written answer
books will be replaced by com-
puter-based test which will not
only facilitate computer literacy
among the students of remote
areas but also fair assessment of
every student participating in
this admission process. Such inte-
gration and congregation of all
central universities of India as
well as other private universities,
state universities under one ban-
ner of NTA was not only
unthinkable but also unprece-
dented in the history of higher
education of India because all
universities had their own set
norms or exams for admissions. 

The diversity of exams and
processes was not only very tax-
ing financially but also mentally
for the prospective students and
their parents as a student even
scoring 99% marks in class 12
also had no guarantee to be
admitted in the university or
college of his or her choice or get-
ting the subjects of their tempera-
ment. To put an end on the
monopoly of certain institutions
and bringing all centrally-fund-
ed universities under one umbrel-
la is thus not only a very praise
worthy step but also very chal-
lenging in view of the limited
access and awareness among the
stakeholders, primarily, the stu-
dents, parents and teachers of the
inter schools of the rural areas.

The CUET (UG) aims to pro-

vide wide variety of options like
27 subjects and 33 languages
and general test to choose from.
This is not only aimed to mitigate
the educational and linguistic
diversity as the test will be con-
ducted into thirteen languages
specified as medium of test for
the students but also to provide
one step solution to the admis-
sion process as through a single
form the student may opt for
many universities by entering
their choices in the registration
form. Any student living in the
remotest corner of India can
now think of getting admission
into the big-league universities
like Delhi University, JNU, BHU,
Hyderabad and many more on
the basis of the CUET score as
well as according to the norms,
condition and policy of that par-
ticular university. 

This is likely to make the
whole admission process very
easynot only for the students but
also to fulfil the aims of NEP
which clearly indicated that the
entrance to higher education
should be through a common
entrance test at the national level
so that there is uniformity in
standards for bench marking of
candidates. As this type of test is
being conducted for the first
time in all over India through
many centres of NTA, therefore,
it should be clearly understood
by all that there would be many
hiccups and problems for which
vigorous publicity and awareness
drive about the test, registration
and connecting with the NTA
website or Samarth portal will be

necessary. 
Such awareness needs to be

especially generated among the
students of rural and remote
areas where they not only face the
issues of connectivity, but also are
less computer savvy. In this situ-
ation the task of those universi-
ties located in remote and geo-
graphically difficult areas becomes
much more daunting as they not
only need to popularise the forth-
coming NTA’s computer-based
test among the class 12 students
for admissions in universities of
India or those located near their
places but also to convince their
teachers and parents about the
utility of this. These universities
and their teams not only have to
display all features in local lan-
guage but also to demonstrate
each and every step from registra-
tion to filling up of forms by the
deadline so that no student who
is interested in taking admission
in the central universities is left
behind in the want of awareness
and proper knowledge.

Now, besides NTA, MOE and
UGC the basic onus is on the uni-
versities particularly the ones
located in remote geographical
areas to achieve this herculean
task of bringing students to their
institutions and achieving the
target of equity and easy access in
education through this common
entrance test.This is just the
beginning of the step one of the
NEP, the next will be more chal-
lenging when the NEP will be
implemented in all universities
with revised pattern of certificate,
diploma and degree courses.
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(The writer is 
Vice-Chancellor, HNB
Garhwal University,
Srinagar, Garhwal,

Uttarakhand. The views
expressed are personal.)

The throes of summer
seem to have descend-
ed upon India prema-

turely as a shockingly hot
and dry month of April dis-
mayed the people across the
nation. Average temperatures
of over 40 degrees Celsius
have been recorded for the
second time since 1951 mak-
ing April the second hottest
month in the last 72 years.
April usually has a maximum
temperature of 36 degree
Celsius. The torrid heat waves
this year began as early as
March which also witnessed
record temperatures in the last
122 years.

The severity can be
gauged by the fact that the
Indian Railways is cancelling
trains to move coal to thermal
power stations as the demand
for power sky-rocketed. Still,

the gap between coal supply
and electricity generation is
widening and has caused
acute power shortages, espe-
cially in Rajasthan, Andhra
Pradesh and Haryana.The
irony is the dependence on
coal-fired power plants is pro-
portionately increasing with
the rising temperatures caused
by climate change. This
vicious cycle seems too diffi-
cult to break as the only alter-
native of renewable energy is
not sufficient enough.

According to environ-
mental experts, the unabated
accumulation of greenhouse
gases is resulting in increased
temperatures.Vehicular and
industrial pollution have been
one of the main causes for
GHG emissions in India. But
specific pollution events
across the nation are making

already bad conditions worse.
For instance, the continuous
fires at the Bhalswa landfill in
Delhi NCR in recent days
havespun the air quality and
ambient temperatures in Delhi
out of control. Considering
the fact that the Bhalswa land-
fill is spread over 36 acres and
has 80 lakh tonnes of garbage,
any fire here is sure to be a
large-scale disaster.

Pollution aside, the num-
ber of heatwave days in India

are increasing at a rapid pace
every 10 years, an ongoing
study by the Met Department
showed. From 413 in 1981-90
to 575 in 2001-10 and 600 in
2011-20, the number of days
that see extremely hot days is
persistently increasing at 103
weather stations, mostly in
inland areas,  the study
showed.The study also
showed that most of the 103
weather stations have record-
ed a significantly increasing
trend in heatwave frequency
between April and June dur-
ing the 1961-2020 period.

The scorching tempera-
tures are causing heat stress
conditions for India’s poor
and marginalised engaged in
hard labour for their liveli-
hoods. Additionally, almost
half of India’s working age
population is engaged in

farming, which requires long
hours of outdoor heat expo-
sure in summer.These situa-
tions are causing heat-related
health disorders and even
deaths amongst this section of
population. While India’s
average temperatures rose by
more than 0.5 degrees
between 1960 and 2009, the
probability of a massive heat-
related mortality event,
defined as more than 100
deaths, shot up by as much as
146%, according to a 2017
Increasing probability of 
mortality during Indian heat
waves.

According to a report by
the Euro-Mediterranean
Center on Climate Change, if
global temperatures rise and
carbon emissions are not con-
tained to 2 degrees Celsius,
then heatwaves in India are

likely to last 25 times longer by
2036-2065. These conditions
can have disastrous impact on
the delicate ecological envi-
rons of the Himalayas as it will
directly lead to faster melting
of glaciers which in turn will
cause floods initially and fol-
lowed by hard spells of
drought after that. 

The need of the hour is to
adopt a proactive method of
prevention of extreme pollu-
tion events. Four instance the
Bhalswa landfill fire was
entirely avoidable and if pre-
vented in time it could have
helped reduce ambient tem-
peratures in Delhi besides
critical amounts of pollution.
Similarly, it is more important
now than ever to urgently
ramp up renewable energy
capacities so that this helpless
dependence on thermal 

energy is controlled. 
The Government must

aim at making every household
and business take ownership of
its electricity requirement and
generate at least 50 per cent of
the same from solar energy by
applying to relevant govern-
ment schemes on renewable
energy. This will ensure grass-
root level energy self-suffi-
ciency and reduce the demand
for thermal energy.

The climate change led
spike in temperatures that
necessitated a jump in thermal
energy requirements should
serve as a writing on the wall
for India to start focusing on
creation of renewable energy
as a viable alternative to ther-
mal energy. Unless this is
done, India will be a victim 
of climate change sooner 
than later.
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(The writer is an 
environmental journalist.

The views expressed 
are personal.)
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1�
�������&6%('1(( India’s diversity is reflected not only
through its cultural, religious,
social-political, and linguistic prac-
tices, but also through its diverse

geographical, climatic, environmental,
developmental and educational land-
scapes. The diversity of religion, culture
and social systems has not only made
India a vibrant society and fully func-
tional democracy but also given it a
powerful voice in international arena
across the continents. To some extent
such diversity has provided a much-
needed breathing space to groups of all
segments of the society but the diversi-
ty of education and educational institu-
tions which currently prevails in India
has limited the right of equality of
opportunity in higher education to the
students especially living in remote,
inaccessible and climatically dangerous
geographical and underdeveloped zones
of India. 

On the other hand, the diversity of
education systems also reflects an
unhealthy diversity in terms of knowl-
edge and skills being tested by myriad
boards like CBSE, AICSE, NIOS, and
state boards. The problem is that the lack
of an integrated education landscape in
India increases the dilemma of the stu-
dents and their parents, particularly
those living in remote areas. The lack of
a single-window system for providing
admission into the institutions of high-
er learning and undergraduate courses
irrespective of geographical, linguistic or
cultural diversity is viewed as a hin-
drance to the overall development of the
youth of India.

Therefore, National Educational
Policy 2020 proposed access, equity,
affordability and integration of educa-
tional system of India from primary to
higher education level. The way forward
for such integration and uniformity was
addressed by NTA established under the
ministry of education, which has taken
this Herculean task as a mission to admit
the registered Students who are able to
score good marks for clearing the
admission test for under graduate cours-
es to be held in the month of July 2022
for various central universities through
one single test. 

What could be the best way to ful-
fil the aims of NEP 2020 from the 2022-
2023 session than holding one single test
for admission in the various subjects
mapped and shared by the universities
with NTA and their own websites. The
focus of the exam will be to test the sub-
ject/domain and general knowledge of
the students based on the NCERT syl-
labus of the class 12 and thus establish
a better connect of the students partic-
ularly of the remote areas with the cen-
tral universities of India and other par-
ticipating institutions in this common
entrance test. 

The exam which will be conducted
through Multiple Choice Questions
will also provide an atmosphere for
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War-ravaged Ukraine
received pledges for

USD 6.5 billion more in
humanitarian aid on
Thursday at an international
donor's conference in Warsaw
that sought to get Ukrainians
urgent help while still plan-
ning for the country's post-
war reconstruction. 

Polish Prime Minister
Mateusz Morawiecki, a co-
host of the conference,
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Ukraine's military said on
Thursday that it recap-
tured some areas in the

south and repelled Russian
attacks in the east, as a bloody
battle raged at a steel mill in
Mariupol where Ukrainian
troops are holed up in tunnels
and bunkers fending off a
Russian onslaught.

Ten weeks into a devastat-
ing war, Ukrainian and Russian
forces are fighting village by vil-
lage, as Moscow struggles to gain
momentum in the eastern
industrial heartland of the
Donbas. Russia switched its
focus to that region — where
Moscow-backed separatists have
fought Ukrainian forces for
years — after a stiffer than
expected resistance bogged its
troops down and thwarted its
initial goal of overrunning the
capital.

In addition to heavy shelling
of the Donbas, Russian forces
also kept up their bombardment
of railroad stations and other
supply-line targets across the
country — part of an effort to
disrupt the supply of Western
arms, which have been critical
to Ukraine's defense.

Ukrainian forces said
Thursday they made some gains
on the border of the southern
regions of Kherson and
Mykolaiv and repelled 11
Russian attacks in the Donetsk
and Luhansk regions that make
up the Donbas. 

Five people were killed and
at least 25 more wounded in
shelling of cities in the Donbas
over the past 24 hours,
Ukrainian officials said. The
attacks damaged houses and a
school as well.

Air raid sirens sounded in
cities across the country on

Wednesday night, while Russian
attacks were reported near Kyiv,
the capital; in Cherkasy and
Dnipro in central Ukraine; and
in Zaporizhzhia in the southeast.
In Dnipro, authorities said a rail
facility was hit — following
several earlier attacks on railway
stations across the country. The
sirens sounded anew early
Thursday in the western city of
Lviv, which has been a gateway
for western arms and served as
a relative safe haven for people
fleeing fighting farther east.

An assessment by the
Washington-based Institute for
the Study of War said Russian
forces were struggling to gain
traction.

“Ukrainian defenses have
largely stalled Russian advances
in eastern Ukraine,” it said late
Wednesday. 

“Russian forces intensified
airstrikes against transportation
infrastructure in western
Ukraine (on Wednesday) but
remain unable to interdict
Western aid shipments to
Ukraine,” it added.

In the most searing exam-

ple of how Ukrainian forces have
slowed Russia's progress,
Ukrainian fighters held out at
the sprawling Azovstal steel mill
in Mariupol — the last pocket of
resistance in a city that is oth-
erwise controlled by Moscow's
forces.  “With the support of air-
craft, the enemy resumed the
offensive in order to take control
of the plant,” the Ukrainian
military's General Staff said
Thursday. A stream of black
smoke rose above the plant on
Wednesday.

The Ukrainians said Russian
forces have pushed into the
plant's perimeter and were also
bombing it from above. The
Kremlin denied that there was
any ground assault.

Denys Prokopenko, com-
mander of the Ukrainian Azov
regiment that's defending the
plant, said in a video posted
Wednesday that the incursions
continued for a second day,
“and there are heavy, bloody bat-
tles.”

Mariupol's fall would
deprive Ukraine of a vital port,
allow Russia to establish a land

corridor to the Crimean
Peninsula, which it seized from
Ukraine in 2014, and free up
troops to fight elsewhere in the
Donbas.

The city, and the plant in
particular, have come to sym-
bolize the misery inflicted by the
war. The Russians have pulver-
ized most of Mariupol in a two-
month siege that has trapped
civilians with little food, water,
medicine or heat. Civilians holed
up inside the plant have perhaps
suffered even more. About 100
of them were evacuated over the
weekend — the first time some
saw daylight in months.

The Russian government
said it would open another
evacuation corridor from the
plant during certain hours on
Thursday through Saturday. But
there was no immediate confir-
mation of those arrangements
from other parties, and many
previous assurances from the
Kremlin have fallen through,
with the Ukrainians blaming
continued fighting by the
Russians. It is unclear how many
Ukrainian fighters are still inside

the plant, but the Russians put
the number at about 2,000 in
recent weeks, and 500 were
reported to be wounded. A few
hundred civilians also remain
there, the Ukrainian side said
this week.

The United Nations
announced that more than 300
civilians were evacuated
Wednesday from Mariupol and
other nearby communities. The
evacuees arrived in
Zaporizhzhia, about 140 miles
(230 kilometers) to the north-
west, where they were receiving
humanitarian assistance.

“Many came with nothing
but the clothes they were wear-
ing, and we will now support
them during this difficult time,
including with much-needed
psychological support,” said
Osnat Lubrani, the U.N.
Humanitarian coordinator for
Ukraine.

Meanwhile, Belarus, which
Russia used as a staging ground
for its invasion, announced the
start of military exercises
Wednesday. A top Ukrainian
official said the country will be
ready to act if Belarus joins the
fighting.

The British Defense
Ministry said Thursday that it
does not anticipate that the
drills currently posed a threat to
Ukraine, but that Moscow will
likely use them "to fix Ukrainian
forces in the north, preventing
them from being committed to
the battle for the Donbas.”

In addition to supplying
weapons to Ukraine, Europe and
the U.S. Have sought to punish
Moscow with sanctions, taking
aim at the country's vital ener-
gy sector. The European Union's
top official called on the 27-
nation bloc on Wednesday to
ban Russian oil imports,  a cru-
cial source of revenue.
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Russia moved to obstruct
the flow of Western

weapons to Ukraine by bom-
barding rail stations and other
supply-line targets across the
country while the European
Union weighed whether to fur-
ther punish Moscow with a ban
on oil imports.

Heavy fighting also raged
Wednesday at the Azovstal
steel mill in Mariupol that rep-
resented the last stronghold of
Ukrainian resistance in the
ruined southern port city,
according to the mayor. A
Russian official denied that
Moscow's troops were storming
the plant, but the commander
of the main Ukrainian military
unit inside said Russian soldiers
had pushed into the mill's ter-
ritory.

The Russian military said it
used sea- and air-launched
missiles to destroy electric
power facilities at five railway
stations across Ukraine.
Artillery and aircraft also struck
troop strongholds and fuel and
ammunition depots.

Ukrainian Foreign Minister
Dmytro Kuleba accused Russia
of “resorting to the missile ter-
rorism tactics in order to spread
fear across Ukraine.”

Air raid sirens sounded in
cities across the country on
Wednesday night, and attacks
were reported near Kyiv, the
capital; in Cherkasy and Dnipro
in central Ukraine; and in
Zaporizhzhia in the southeast.
In Dnipro, authorities said a rail
facility was hit. Videos on social
media suggested a bridge there
was attacked.

There was no immediate
word on casualties or the extent
of the damage.

Responding to the strikes
in his nightly video address,
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said: “All
of these crimes will be
answered, legally and quite
practically – on the battlefield.”

The flurry of attacks comes
as Russia prepares to celebrate
Victory Day on May 9, mark-
ing the Soviet Union's defeat of
Nazi Germany. The world is
watching for whether Russian
President Vladimir Putin will
use the occasion to declare a
victory in Ukraine or expand
what he calls the “special mili-
tary operation.”

A declaration of all-out
war would allow Putin to intro-
duce martial law and mobilize
reservists to make up for sig-
nificant troop losses.

Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov dismissed the
speculation as “nonsense.”

Meanwhile, Belarus, which
Russia used as a staging ground
for its invasion, announced the
start of military exercises
Wednesday. A top Ukrainian

official said the country will be
ready to act if Belarus joins the
fighting.

The attacks on rail infra-
structure were meant to disrupt
the delivery of Western
weapons, Russian Defense
Ministry spokesman Maj. Gen.
Igor Konashenkov said.
Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu
complained that the West is
“stuffing Ukraine with
weapons.”

A senior U.S. Defense offi-
cial, speaking on condition of
anonymity to discuss the
Pentagon's assessment, said
that while the Russians have
tried to hit critical infrastruc-
ture around the western city of
Lviv, specifically targeting rail-
roads, there has been “no appre-
ciable impact” on Ukraine's
effort to resupply its forces. Lviv,
close to the Polish border, has
been a major gateway for
NATO-supplied weapons.

Weaponry  pouring into
Ukraine helped its forces thwart
Russia's initial drive to seize
Kyiv and seems certain to play
a central role in the growing
battle for the Donbas, the east-
ern industrial region that
Moscow now says is its main
objective.

Ukraine has urged the West
to ramp up the supply of
weapons ahead of that poten-
tially decisive clash.

In addition to supplying
weapons to Ukraine, Europe
and the U.S. Have sought to
punish Moscow with sanctions.
The EU's top official called on
the 27-nation bloc on
Wednesday to ban Russian oil
imports,  a crucial source of rev-
enue.
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The United Nations
says more than 300

civilians from the
besieged southeastern city
of Mariupol and four
other towns have been
evacuated to Ukrainian-
held Zaporizhzhia in a
second successful opera-
tion to get civilians out of
areas subject to Russian
shelling and attacks.

Osnat Lubrani, the
UN humanitarian chief in
Ukraine, said in a state-
ment that many of the
civilians from Mariupol,
Manhush, Berdiansk,
Tokmak and Vasylivka
came Wednesday with
nothing but the clothes
they were wearing and are
now getting humanitarian
assistance. She said they'll

also receive "much-need-
ed psychological support."

Her statement did not
say whether the evacua-
tion included any civilians
from the Azovstal steel
mill in Mariupol which is
surrounded by Russian
troops and reportedly
came under renewed fire
Wednesday.

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy
says they are trying to
reach an agreement to
save people at the
Azovstal mill, where there
are still civilians, includ-
ing women and children.
He said the 344 evacuat-
ed Wednesday are in
addition to the more than
150 people who were
evacuated earlier this
week from the bunkers
under the city's steel plant. 
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Complaining that the West is
"stuffing Ukraine with

weapons," Russia bombarded
railroad stations and other sup-
ply-line targets across the coun-
try, as the European Union
moved to further punish Moscow
for the war on Wednesday by
proposing a ban on oil imports.

Heavy fighting also raged at
the Azovstal steel mill in
Mariupol that represented the last
stronghold of Ukrainian resis-
tance in the ruined southern port
city, according to the mayor. But
a Russian official denied
Moscow's troops were storming
the plant, as Ukrainian com-
manders claimed a day earlier.

The Russian military said it
used sea- and air-launched mis-
siles to destroy electric power
facilities at five railway stations
across Ukraine, while artillery
and aircraft also struck troop
strongholds and fuel and ammu-

nition depots. 
Ukrainian Foreign Minister

Dmytro Kuleba accused Russia of
"resorting to the missile terrorism
tactics in order to spread fear
across Ukraine."

Air raid sirens sounded in
cities across the country on
Wednesday night, and attacks
were reported near Kyiv, the
capital; in Cherkasy and Dnipro
in central Ukraine; and in
Zaporizhzhia in the southeast. In
Dnipro, authorities said a rail
facility was hit. Videos on social
media suggested a bridge there
was attacked.

There was no immediate
word on casualties or the extent
of the damage.

The flurry of attacks comes
as Russia prepares to celebrate
Victory Day on May 9, marking
the Soviet Union's defeat of Nazi
Germany. The world is watching
for whether Russian President
Vladimir Putin will use the occa-
sion to declare a victory in

Ukraine or expand what he calls
the "special military operation."

A declaration of all-out war
would allow Putin to introduce
martial law and mobilise
reservists to make up for signif-
icant troop losses.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov dismissed the speculation
as "nonsense."

Meanwhile, Belarus, which
Russia used as a staging ground
for its invasion, announced the
start of military exercises
Wednesday. A top Ukrainian
official said the country will be
ready to act if Belarus joins the
fighting.

The attacks on rail infra-
structure were meant to disrupt
the delivery of Western weapons,
Russian Defence Ministry
spokesman Maj. Gen. Igor
Konashenkov said. Defence
Minister Sergei Shoigu said the
West is "stuffing Ukraine with
weapons."

A senior US defence official,

speaking on condition of
anonymity to discuss the
Pentagon's assessment, said that
while the Russians have tried to
hit critical infrastructure around
the western city of Lviv, specifi-
cally targeting railroads, there has
been "no appreciable impact" on
Ukraine's effort to resupply its
forces. Lviv, close to the Polish
border, has been a major gateway
for NATO-supplied weapons.

Ukraine has urged the West
to ramp up the supply of
weapons ahead of that poten-
tially decisive clash. Chancellor
Olaf Scholz of Germany, which
had been slow at first to help
arm Ukraine, said his govern-
ment is considering supplying
howitzers,  in addition to
Gepard anti-aircraft guns and
other equipment it has agreed
to send. The governor of the
eastern Donetsk region, which
lies in the Donbas, said Russian
attacks left 21 people dead on
Tuesday, the highest number of

known fatalities since April 8,
when a missile attack on the
railway station in Kramatorsk
killed at least 59.

In addition to supplying
weapons to Ukraine, Europe and
the US have sought to punish
Moscow with sanctions. The
EU's top official called on the 27-
nation bloc on Wednesday to ban
Russian oil imports,  a crucial
source of revenue.

"We will make sure that we
phase out Russian oil in an
orderly fashion, in a way that
allows us and our partners to
secure alternative supply routes
and minimizes the impact on
global markets," European
Commission President Ursula
von der Leyen told the European
Parliament in Strasbourg, France.

The proposal needs unani-
mous approval from EU coun-
tries and is likely to be the sub-
ject of fierce debate. Hungary and
Slovakia have already said they
won't take part in any oil sanc-

tions. They could be granted an
exemption.

The EU is also talking about
a possible embargo on Russian
natural gas. The bloc has already
approved a cutoff of coal imports.

Russia's economy is heavily
dependent on oil and natural gas
exports. Kuleba, the Ukrainian
foreign minister, said European
purchases of Russian energy pro-
duce billions in revenue and
support the Kremlin's "war
machine."

Von der Leyen also pro-
posed that Sberbank, Russia's
largest bank, and two other major
banks be disconnected from the
SWIFT international banking
payment system.

In Mariupol, Mayor Vadym
Boychenko said that Russian
forces were targeting the already
shattered Azovstal plant with
heavy artillery, tanks, aircraft,
warships and "heavy bombs that
pierce concrete 3 to 5 metres
thick."
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USD 6.5 billion raised at
donors’ conference for
Ukraine

announced that USD 6.5 bil-
lion was raised in donations,
eliciting applause from lead-
ers and other officials attend-
ing the one-day meeting,
including representatives
from the United Nations and
companies such as Google.

The pledges came from
countries and businesses,
many of whom attended the
conference at  Warsaw's
National Stadium in person
and others who made their
pledges remotely.

His co-host, Sweden's
Prime Minister Magdalena
Andersson, said the sum
exceeded their expectations.

Much of the world has
responded to the war in
Ukraine with an outpouring
of humanitarian support. But
as the war drags on, the
humanitarian needs in
Ukraine have grown even
more acute.  In addition to
thousands of killed in the war
millions of people have been
displaced. Morawiecki said
Ukraine needs over 12,000
tons of humanitarian aid
every day, but that only 3,000
tons are getting through. He
said the conference shows
that the world is not indif-
ferent to Russia's “genocidal
war”.

Andersson said the aim
was to help Ukraine both now
and later.
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Sri Lanka's state-owned
petroleum corporation on

Thursday re-introduced fuel
rationing for vehicles, as the
worst economic crisis in
decades roils the country with
massive public protests against
the government.

Ceylon Petroleum
Corporation head Sumith
Wijesinghe said that now
motorcycles and other two-
wheelers can purchase fuel up
to worth Rs 2,000 per visit to
a fuel station. Similarly, three-
wheelers can purchase fuel
worth Rs 3,000 and cars upto
Rs 8,000. Mid last month, fuel
rationing for vehicles was
introduced and came to be
later scrapped with the last hike
of retail prices.

For several months, Sri
Lankans have endured long
lines to buy fuel, cooking gas,
food and medicine, most of
which come from abroad.
Shortages of hard currency
have also hindered imports of
raw materials for manufac-
turing and worsened infla-
tion, which surged to 18.7 per
cent in March.

As oil prices soar during
the Russia-Ukraine conflict,
the island nation's fuel stocks
are running out. Authorities
have announced countrywide
power cuts extending up to 7
1/2 hours a day because they
can't supply enough fuel to
power generating stations.

Speaking in Parliament on

Thursday, Energy Minister
Kanchana Wijesekara said the
release of diesel to the market
has been limited due to ener-
gy needs as more diesel is to be
given to generate electricity.

He assured that the current
long lines for fuel would ease
in about three days. “We have
an issue regarding diesel sup-
ply, the priority has to be given
to supplying diesel to power
plants for power generation,"
he said. The daily release of
4,000 metric tonnes of diesel is
now limited to 1,000-1,500
metric tonnes, he said.

“The government had to
take a policy decision on
whether queues should be
reduced by supplying the avail-
able fuel consignments to fill-
ing stations or continuing
rolling power interruptions of
3 hours and 20 minutes with-
out extending them," he said.

Sri Lanka is expecting
additional credit lines from
India for the purchase of fuel.
India has committed more
than USD 3 billion to debt-rid-
den Sri Lanka in loans, credit
lines and credit swaps since
January this year.
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In a major victory for Sri Lanka's
embattled Rajapaksa clan, their
nominee on Thursday emphati-

cally won a key vote for the a posi-
tion of Deputy Speaker in
Parliament, demonstrating the gov-
ernment's ability to prove their par-
liamentary majority despite raging
public protests demanding the res-
ignation of President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa for mishandling the worst
economic crisis in decades.

MP Ranjith Siyambalapitiya,
who was backed by the ruling coali-
tion led by President Gotabhaya
Rajapaksa, was re-elected as the
Deputy Speaker with 148 out of 225
MPs voting in favour of him while
Imithiaz Bakeer Markar, who was
nominated by the main opposition
the Samagi Jana Balavegaya (SJB)
received only 65 votes.

Three votes were rejected, and
six MPs including “dissident” gov-
ernment member Wimal
Weerawansa were absent during the
vote.

Siyambalapitiya, a member of the
former President Maithripala
Sirisena's Sri Lanka Freedom Party
(SLFP), had resigned as his party
SLFP decided to stay independent of
the government. 

He had been bouncing back
and forth between the deputy speak-
er position since early last month,
and his re-election followed his lat-
est resignation that was accepted by
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa on
May 3.

Despite the SLFP going inde-
pendent, the ruling Sri Lanka
Podujana Peramuna (SLPP) decided
to back Siyambalapitiya in their bid
to show that the government major-
ity was intact. Speaking after his elec-
tion as the Deputy Speaker,
Siyambalapitiya said he had expect-

ed to be unanimously appointed by
both the government and the
Opposition.

The main Opposition leader
Sajith Premadasa said they decided
to field their nominee Markar as they
had learnt the ruling SLPP was to
back Siyambalapitiya at a possible
secret vote.

Premadasa accused
Siyambalapitiya as a "government
stooge." The government majority
was seen as fragile since the decision
by some 40 lawmakers from the rul-
ing coalition declaring indepen-
dence in view of the raging public
protests calling for the resignation of
the entire Rajapaksa family.

With more members from the
ruling coalition calling for the res-
ignation of Prime Minister Mahinda
Rajapaksa to make way for an inter-
im government of all parties,
Rajapaksa stayed put claiming
majority.

The Deputy Speaker's vote
appears to have restrengthened his
position, experts said.  Prime
Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa and
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa are
coming under increasing pressure to
step down in the simmering eco-
nomic meltdown where people
struggle with all essentials, includ-
ing having to put up with power cuts.

In an impassioned speech fol-

lowing the vote, Opposition Tamil
National Alliance (TNA) MP
Shanakiyan Rasamanickam said that
the near two thirds' vote in favour of
Sri Lanka's government-backed
deputy speaker candidate revealed
the likelihood of the government
easily defeating a proposed no con-
fidence motion against it, the
EconomyNext news website report-
ed. Rasamanickam said that only 65
MPs were with the people of Sri
Lanka who have been demanding
the resignation of the government,
while 148 MPs continue to stand for
the ruling Rajapaksa family.

“They're here to save the
Rajapaksas. No matter what no con-
fidence motion is brought against
this government, these dramatists,
crooks and liars will never vote
against the Rajapaksas,” he was
quoted as saying. The TNA MP also
berated former prime minister and
United National Party (UNP) MP
Ranil Wickremesinghe for alleged-
ly supporting the government dur-
ing the vote.

“It's clear that this is all theatre.
We saw the former PM, who sits in
the opposition, approaching each
individual sitting here this morning
asking them to support Mr
Siyambalapitiya,” the MP claimed.

Former Prime Minister
Wickremesinghe told parliament
following Siyambalapitiya's re-elec-
tion that the lack of consensus on the
Deputy Speaker post which was
contested by two candidates from the
opposition ranks shows the country
the divisions within the House.

Wickremsinghe urged the house
to work together and solve the
pressing issues in the country, warn-
ing that otherwise the public will
reject parliament as an institution in
its entirety.

Sri Lanka's government has been
facing a wave of protests around the

country with an increasingly furious
public demanding its resignation.
The main opposition Samagi Jana
Balavegaya (SJB) has tabled a no con-
fidence motion against the govern-
ment, but it is unclear at present how
much support it will be able to
muster in favour of it.

The SJB has handed over to the
Speaker two motions of no-confi-
dence against the SLPP coalition
government and embattled President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa under Article 42
of the Constitution.

Article 42 stipulates that the
President is  responsible to
Parliament for the exercise, perfor-
mance and discharge of his func-
tions.

Any motion needs seven days'
notice before getting into the order
paper for debate. A date has not yet
been announced for a vote on the
no-confidence motions.

The Opposition parties accuse
top government officials of exces-
sively printing money, hurting farm
production by banning chemical
fertilizers to make the production
fully organic and minimize import
costs, failing to order COVID-19
vaccines in a timely manner and
buying them later at higher prices.

Sri Lanka is currently in the
throes of unprecedented economic
turmoil since its independence from
Britain in 1948. The crisis is caused
in part by a lack of foreign curren-
cy, which has meant that the coun-
try cannot afford to pay for imports
of staple foods and fuel, leading to
acute shortages and very high prices.

Thousands of demonstrators
have hit the streets across Sri Lanka
since April 9, as the government ran
out of money for vital imports;
prices of essential commodities have
skyrocketed and there are acute
shortages in fuel, medicines and elec-
tricity supply.
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Amid the push to get U.S.
Boardrooms to look more

like companies' customers and
employees, advocates are final-
ly seeing just how steep the task
will be.

Boards of directors at pub-
licly traded US companies are
much more white and much
less diverse than the overall
population, often starkly so.
Just 2.7% of directors at the
start of the year were Hispanic,
for example. That would need
to soar to 18.5% to mirror the
U.S. Population.

Outside of looking at a
photograph of each director, it
hasn't always been easy to
measure racial diversity on
corporate boards. On
Thursday, executive data firm
Equilar released its first racial
breakdown of boards for com-
panies in the Russell 3000
index, which covers about 97%
of all investable U.S. Stocks. 

The survey found only
6.2% of directors are Black, ver-
sus 13.4% of the country. And
the 5% of directors who are of
Asian or Pacific islander

descent also fell short of the
6.1% for the entire U.S.
Population. 

Equilar pulled the numbers
from a range of sources, includ-
ing disclosures from compa-
nies, data from affiliate net-
works and lists of influential
executives from racial and eth-
nic minorities. Its results are
similar to the disproportionate
representation found in other
surveys of more limited groups. 

Executive search firm
Heidrick &amp; Struggles ear-
lier this week released its
roundup of boards at a small-
er group of companies, those in
the Fortune 500. It found that
Black directors hold 26% of
board seats, while Asian or
Asian American directors had

9% and Hispanic directors held
6%. 

Bigger companies tend to
have more diverse boards than
smaller companies. But more
across the board are being
transparent about the racial
breakdown for their board of
directors. A big reason for that
is because they're being forced
to, with pressure coming from
stock exchanges, regulators and
investors. 

At the Nasdaq, for example,
U.S. Securities regulators
approved a rule last summer
requiring companies listed on
its U.S. Exchange to file an
annual document detailing
racial and ethnic backgrounds
of its directors, among other
demographic data. Nasdaq
even has a fillable PDF form
available to make it easier for
companies, which have to sub-
mit the data by Aug. 8 or
whenever they file their 2022
proxy statement, whichever
comes later. 

By Aug. 7, 2023, Nasdaq
will require a listed company to
either have at least one direc-
tor considered “diverse” or
explain why it doesn't. 
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If, during your travels in the
Holy Land, you decide to

take the next step with your
Palestinian sweetheart, you
should notify the Israeli mil-
itary within 30 days.

That's what it says on
page 30 of a new 97-page pol-
icy released by COGAT, the
Israeli military body in charge
of civilian affairs in the occu-
pied West Bank.

The policy, set to take
effect later this year, specifies
that the "start of the relation-
ship" is the engagement, the
wedding or when you move in
together.

The wide-ranging policy
imposes new restrictions on
foreigners who marry
Palestinians or who come to
the West Bank to work, vol-
unteer, study or teach, further
extending Israel's nearly 55-
year military rule into nearly
every corner of Palestinian
life.

The rules do not apply to
people visiting Israel or the

more than 130 Jewish settle-
ments scattered across the
West Bank.

“It's outrageous that the
Israeli military thinks it can
micro-manage Palestinian
society to this extent, to decide
who's qualified to teach at a
university, who is entitled to
have foreign volunteers," said
Jessica Montell, director of the
Israeli human rights group
HaMoked. 

Her group filed a legal
petition with lengthy objec-
tions to the policy, leading
Israeli authorities to delay its
implementation from May 20
until early July.

The policy could also
anger the United States, which
has long refused to enter into
a visa waiver programme with
Israel, in part because Israel
treats Palestinian-Americans
differently than other US cit-
izens. The State Department
said it was studying the new
procedures and “engaging
with Israeli authorities to
understand their applica-
tions”.
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Soon after being elected to
the U.S. Senate, Joe Biden

was pulled aside by a
Democratic colleague who
wanted to know how he was
going to vote on abortion.

Biden explained that
while he was personally
opposed to abortion and
would resist federal funding
for the procedure, he didn't
want to impose his view on
others by overturning Roe v.
Wade, the 1973 Supreme
Court decision that legalized
abortion nationwide.

“That's a tough position,
kid,” said Sen. Abraham
Ribicoff of Connecticut. Then
Ribicoff offered him some
advice, Biden recalled years
later in a memoir: “Pick a side.
You'll be much better off polit-
ically. Just pick a side.”

During five decades in
elected office, Biden has tried
to avoid picking a side on
abortion whenever he could.
Now that's impossible as the
Supreme Court  seems poised
to strike down the constitu-
tional right to abortion. A
draft copy of the court's
majority opinion was pub-

lished by Politico earlier this
week, and a final decision is
expected this summer.

As the Democratic presi-
dent who happens to be serv-
ing when the Republicans'
anti-abortion agenda reaches
its crescendo, Biden is being
drafted into the kind of fight
that he's sidestepped for much
of his career.

It's not a natural role for
him, despite his longtime
defense of a woman's right to
choose whether to end her
pregnancy. Like many
Catholic Democrats, he's
expressed conflicting opin-
ions on abortion, which his
church regards as a sin but his
political party views as a legal
right.

Mini Timmaraju, presi-
dent of NARAL Pro-Choice
America, said Biden “under-
stands there's a difference
between his personal view
and what he would do in his
personal life, and what he and
his party stands for in terms
of protecting freedoms for
the American people.”

Although Biden called for
protecting Roe v. Wade in his
State of the Union speech in
March, since becoming pres-

ident he had never publicly
uttered the word “abortion”
until this week, when the
draft court decision leaked.
And he still prefers to frame
the issue around privacy and
people's ability to make their
own decisions free from gov-
ernment interference.

“This is about a lot more
than abortion,” he said
Wednesday at the White
House. He often references
other court decisions on same
sex marriage or birth control.
“What are the next things that
are going to be attacked?”

It's the kind of rhetoric
that he deployed successfully
during the 1987 confirmation
hearings for Robert Bork,
President Ronald Reagan's
nominee to the Supreme
Court.

Biden was chairman of
the Senate Judiciary
Committee, and he focused
his questioning on Griswold v.
Connecticut, a 1965 decision
that allowed married couples
to buy birth control.

“If we tried to make this
a referendum on abortion
rights, for example, we'd lose,"
he wrote in his 2007 memoir,
“Promises to Keep.”
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Australia's defence policy
debate heated up when

the defence minister said
there was evidence that the
Chinese Communist Party
wanted Australia's govern-
ment to change at the May 21
election because a centre-left
Labour Party administration
would attempt to appease
Beijing.

Defence Minister Peter
Dutton said Thursday the
evidence included communi-
cation on the Chinese social
media platform WeChat and
how editors of Chinese-lan-
guage newspapers in
Australia had been pressured.

There were also “other
elements, obviously, that I
can't go into publicly,” Dutton
said in an apparent reference
to classified security briefin-
gs.

Dutton made his allega-
tion of a Chinese preference
for Labour in answer to a
reporter's question during a

defence policy debate at the
National Press Club with
opposit ion defense
spokesperson Brendan
O'Connor.

“There's no doubt in my
mind that  the Chinese
Communist Party would like
to see a change of government
at the May 21 election. No
question at all,” Dutton said.

O'Connor said he did not
agree with what he described
as Dutton's “conspiracy theo-
ry”. “It's not in this country's
interest for a political party to
attack the other major polit-
ical party on the basis of
appeasing China — particu-
larly when it ' s  untrue,”
O'Connor said.

The Chinese Embassy in
Canberra did not immedi-
ately respond to a request for
comment Thursday.

A year after the conserv-
ative government was first
elected in 2013, Chinese
President Xi Jinping visited
Australia and addressed
Parliament. 
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New Delhi: FMCG firm
Marico Ltd on Thursday
reported a 13.21 per cent rise
in consolidated net profit to Rs
257 crore for the fourth quar-
ter ended March 2022.

The company had posted a
net profit of Rs 227 crore in the
year-ago period, Marico said in
a BSE filing.

Its revenue from operations
rose 7.40 per cent to Rs 2,161
crore during the quarter under
review, against Rs 2,012 crore
a year ago.Marico's total
expenses surged 7.13 per cent
to Rs 1,863 crore from Rs
1,739 crore in Q4 FY21.

"In Q4FY22, Revenue from
Operations grew by 7 per cent
year-on-year to Rs 2,161 crores
with the domestic business
staying steady in a challenging
consumption environment and
the international business post-
ing healthy double-digit rev-
enue growth," Marico said in an
earning statement. 

Its revenue from the

domestic market rose 5.08 per
cent to Rs 1,654 crore against
Rs 1,574 crore in Q4 FY2020-
21. In India, rising inflation lev-
els, exacerbated by geopolitical
tensions, continued to weigh
down the overall consumption
sentiment, and even more so in
rural.

"FMCG market continued
to decline in Q4 in volume
terms. Against this backdrop,
Marico's domestic business
delivered a resilient 5 per cent
revenue growth, with 1 per cent
underlying volume growth," it
said. Marico's revenue from
international sales in Q4 FY22
was up 15.75 per cent at Rs 507
crore against Rs 438 crore in
the corresponding period pre-
ceding fiscal.  "The
International business delivered
12 per cent constant currency
growth in the quarter with
each of the Bangladesh, South
Africa and MENA businesses
clocking double-digit constant
currency growth. PTI
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Mumbai: The surprise rate
hike by the RBI signalling a
reversal of the interest rate
cycle will weigh down on the
banking system's credit growth,
which was showing signs of
revival with an 11 per cent
growth, a report said on
Thursday.

The tailwinds supporting a
pick-up in credit growth will be
in demand from the industry
and services segments, even as
growth in the agriculture seg-
ment remains stable and muted
in the retail segment, India
Ratings and Research said.

Over the medium term,
inflationary pressures, supply
chain disruptions and a weak
consumption demand could
upset the current revival in
credit growth, it added.

"…the reversal of the inter-
est rate cycle as signified by the
0.40 per cent increase in repo
rate by the Reserve Bank of
India would weigh down on
the credit growth as borrowings
become costlier," it said.

The agency added that it
has received feedback from
the companies rated by it,

which points to a delay in cap-
ital expenditure plans as they
await more clarity on the
macroeconomic front.

It said that banking system
credit growth offtake has
shown a significant pick-up in
the early part of FY23, with
credit growth of 11.2 per cent
as of April 8, 2022, compared
to 5.3 per cent in the same peri-
od in 2021, it said, adding that
this is the highest since July
2019.The agency believes that
while the second Covid wave
had significantly impacted the
credit outlook in 2021, the
outlook reasonably normalised
at the beginning of 2022.

In a report published in
February, the agency had esti-
mated that the system-wide
credit growth will stand at 10
per cent for FY23. The number
was not revised in the latest
update. On Monday, it said the
sectors which are likely to con-
tinue to perform well will
include power, metals, cement,
chemicals and textiles, while
telecom, pharma, and com-
mercial real estate will be under
pressure. PTI
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New Delhi: Gold in the nation-
al capital on Thursday rallied
by Rs 559 to Rs 51,081 per 10
grams reflecting gains in inter-
national precious metal prices,
according to HDFC 
Securities.

In the previous trade, the
precious metal settled at Rs
50,522 per 10 grams.

Silver also jumped Rs 1,179
to Rs 63,427 per kg from Rs
62,248 per kg in the previous
trade.

In the international mar-
ket, gold was trading higher at
USD 1,893 per ounce and sil-
ver was flat at USD 22.95 per
ounce.

"Gold prices traded firm
with spot gold prices at
COMEX trading 0.61 per cent
up at USD 1,893 per ounce on
Thursday. 

Gold prices rallied post
the US FOMC meeting as dol-
lar index retreated from five
years highs," said Tapan Patel,
Senior Analyst (Commodities),
HDFC Securities. PTI
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New Delhi: Union Minister
Anupriya Patel on Thursday
said  technology is the way to
move forward and 'Industry
4.0' aims to increase produc-
tivity, efficiency and address
sustainability and climate
change issues.

Industry 4.0 refers to a
new phase of industrial revo-
lution that focuses on tech-
nologies like machine learning,
automation and big data.

Addressing an event
organised by industry body
FICCI, Patel said the industry
will have to play a significant
role in realising Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's grand vision
of India@2047 by adopting
Industry 4.0.

The minister of state for
commerce and industry also
said the government's role has
changed from regulator to a
facilitator.

"The adoption of industry
4.0 is something that we have
to do together," she said.

Also speaking at the event,
NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh
Kant said traditional manu-
facturing and service-oriented
industries are being disrupted
in a manner which the coun-
try has never seen before.

The fourth industrial rev-
olution is driven by ten or more
technologies transforming
industrial production today,
he said.

Kant noted that
autonomous robots, simula-
tion, big data and analytics,
augmented reality, cloud,
cybersecurity, the Internet of
Things and artificial intelli-
gence are impacting the entire
production value chain.Talking
about Industry 4.0, Kant said
the country cannot afford to
bypass this revolution. PTI
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Mumbai: KONE Elevators
India, a wholly-owned sub-
sidiary of KONE Corporation,
on Thursday announced the
installation of world's largest
passenger lift, which can carry
over 200 people at a go, at the
Jio World Centre in the city.

The 5-stop and 16-tonne
elevator installed at Jio World
Centre (JWC), BKC, Mumbai is
spread over 25.78 square metre
and is tested with high-quality
and built-in safety aspects,
KONE Elevators India manag-
ing director Amit Gossain told
reporters. "At KONE, we pride
ourselves in offering custom-
built solutions for unique pro-
jects”, he said. PTI

New Delhi: Shares of Adani
Power on Thursday rallied
nearly 5 per cent after the
company's consolidated net
profit jumped to Rs 4,645.47
crore in the March quarter.

The stock climbed 4.40
per cent to settle at Rs 277.90
apiece on the BSE. During the
day, it rallied 4.99 per cent to
Rs 279.50.On the NSE, it went
up by 4.99 per cent to end at Rs
279.65 apiece.

In traded volume terms,
31.93 lakh shares were traded
on the BSE and over 3.98 crore
shares on the NSE during the
day.Adani Power's consolidat-
ed net profit jumped to Rs
4,645.47 crore in the March
quarter from Rs 13.13 crore in
the year-ago period, mainly on
the back of higher revenues.

Total income of the com-
pany rose to Rs 13,307.92 crore
in the quarter ended on March
31, 2022. PTI
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New Delhi: Jindal Stainless
Hisar Ltd (JSHL) on Thursday
reported 64 per cent jump in
consolidated net profit at Rs
574.70 crore for the quarter
ended March 31, 2022, main-
ly on account of increased
income.

The company's net profit
stood at Rs 350.65 crore in
January-March 2020-21, JSHL
said in a BSE filing.

Total income during the
quarter under review rose to Rs
4,350.39 crore from Rs 3,128.80
crore in the year-ago period.

Total expenses were at Rs
3,813.29 crore against Rs
2,812.81 crore a year ago.

In a separate statement,
JSHL said its net external debt
stood at Rs 1,605 crore as on
March 31, 2022.

The company recorded a
robust quarter owing to new
product development, quality
improvement and capacity
building for its value-added
product portfolio, it said.

"We continue to enhance

customer satisfaction and
establish long-term mutually
beneficial relations through
world-class products, trans-
parent policies, and improved
services.

"We are also committed to
creating opportunities for
increased usage of stainless
steel in varied applications by
developing new grades and
specialty stainless steel prod-
ucts for critical applications,"
JSHL MD Abhyuday Jindal
said. PTI
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Kolkata: Tea exports declined
by 2.4 per cent to 184.35 mil-
lion kg during the April-
February period of the last fis-
cal according to latest Tea
Board data.

The shipment of the crop
was at 188.91 mkg in the cor-
responding period of the pre-
vious year. 

Value of exports in the
first nine months of 2021-22
increased marginally to Rs
4,956 crore as compared to Rs
4,933 crore in the correspond-
ing period of the 2020-21 fis-
cal.  CIS countries, including
Russia and Ukraine, imported
41.18 mkg, the highest among
the overseas destinations of
Indian tea, during the period
under review from 46.19 mkg
in the year-ago period. 

Among the CIS bloc,
Russia was the main importer
with a shipment of 31.88 mkg
April- February period of 2021-
22, down from 33.65 mkg in
the same period previous year,
according to the Tea Board

data.
Iran was the second largest

importer at 27.25 mkg, mar-
ginally up from 26.48 mkg in
the first nine months of the
2020-21.

The US imported 12.43
mkg in the April-February
period of the last fiscal, a high-
er volume from 10.81 mkg in
the corresponding period pre-

vious year, the data said. 
The shipment to China

was sharply lower at 4.3 mkg in
the first nine months of the last
fiscal as against 11.22 mkg in
the corresponding period of the
previous fiscal.According to
tea industry sources, exports
were lower due to shortage of
shipping containers and high
ocean freight. PTI
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Mumbai: Equity markets gave
up early gains during the fag-
end of trade on Thursday to
settle on a flat note amid prof-
it-taking.

The 30-share BSE bench-
mark Sensex had jumped
897.77 points or 1.61 per cent
to 56,566.80 during the day. But
it pared most of the gains and
closed just 33.20 points or 0.06
per cent higher at 55,702.23.

Similarly, the NSE Nifty
inched up 5.05 points or 0.03
per cent to 16,682.65.

From the Sensex pack,
Tech Mahindra, Infosys, HCL
Technologies, Tata Steel, Wipro,
ITC, HDFC, TCS, Kotak
Mahindra Bank and ICICI
Bank were among the major
gainers.In contrast, IndusInd
Bank, Sun Pharma, Nestle,
UltraTech Cement, Reliance
Industries, PowerGrid, Bajaj
Finserv and Titan were among
the laggards.

Elsewhere in Asia, Hong
Kong settled lower, while
Shanghai was marginally high-
er. Markets in Japan and Korea
were closed for holidays.

Exchanges in Europe were

trading with gains in the after-
noon session.

Stock exchanges in the US
surged higher in the overnight
trade on Wednesday.

The Federal Reserve inten-
sified its fight against the worst
inflation in 40 years by raising
its benchmark short-term
interest rate by a half-percent-
age point on Wednesday.

"US equities rallied,
recording the biggest one-day

gain since 2020, after Federal
Reserve comments suggested
that the central bank is unlike-
ly to consider a higher interest-
rate hike of 75 basis points in
the coming months.

"Moreover, rate hike and
balance sheet unwinding quan-
tum was on expected line with-
out any negative surprise,
which was already factored in
market correction over past few
days. PTI
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Mumbai: The rupee appreci-
ated by 16 paise to settle at
76.24 (provisional) against the
US dollar on Thursday, track-
ing positive domestic equities.

At the interbank forex
market, the domestic unit
opened at 76.17 against the US
dollar. It moved in a range of
75.99 to 76.30 during the ses-
sion.

The rupee finally closed at
76.24, registering a rise of 16
paise over its previous close.

On Wednesday, the rupee
had settled at 76.40.

The Indian rupee gained
against the US dollar after a
surprise rate hike by the
Reserve Bank of India and as
the US Fed Chairman Powell
pushed back against a steeper
75 basis points rate hike in the
coming months.

Additionally, foreign fund

inflows into the local assets
through the LIC IPO aided
sentiments.

However, firm crude oil
prices weighed on the rupee
and kept the appreciation bias
capped.

Meanwhile, the dollar
index, which gauges the green-
back's strength against a basket
of six currencies, was trading
0.22 per cent higher at 
102.81.

On the domestic equity
market front, the 30-share BSE
Sensex ended 33.20 points or
0.06 per cent higher at
55,702.23, while the broader
NSE Nifty inched up 5.05
points or 0.03 per cent to
16,682.65.

Brent crude futures, the
global oil benchmark,
advanced 0.42 per cent to USD
110.60 per barrel. PTI
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New Delhi: The LIC public
offer, the country's biggest-
ever IPO, was subscribed 90
per cent till noon by investors
on the second day of bidding
on Thursday.

Of the total, the policy-
holder portion was subscribed
nearly three times while the
reserved employees' segment
was subscribed 1.8 times, as per
the data on stock exchanges.

Qualified Institutional
Buyer (QIB) and Non-
Institutional Investor (NII)
portion has received a tepid
response so far. Non-institu-
tional investors' portion was
subscribed 37 per cent, while
QIBs' portion was slightly high-
er at 34 per cent.

Retail Individual Investor

category picked up nearly 80
per cent of the 6.9 crore shares
set aside for this segment.

The LIC initial public offer-
ing (IPO) will close on May 9.

The government aims to
generate about Rs 21,000 crore
by diluting its 3.5 per cent stake
in the insurance 
behemoth.

LIC has fixed the price
band at Rs 902-949 per equity
share for the issue. The offer
includes a reservation for eli-
gible employees and policy-
holders. 

The retail investors and eli-
gible employees will get a dis-
count of Rs 45 per equity
share, and policyholders will
get a discount of Rs 60 per
equity share.

The share sale is through
an offer-for-sale (OFS) of up to
22.13 crore equity shares. The
shares are likely to be listed on
May 17.

LIC has cornered a little
over Rs 5,627 crore from
anchor investors led primarily
by domestic institutions.
Anchor Investors (AIs) portion
(5,92,96,853 equity shares) was
subscribed at Rs 949 per equi-
ty share.

It has reduced its IPO size
to 3.5 per cent from 5 per cent
decided earlier due to the pre-
vailing market condition. Even
after the reduced size of about
Rs 20,557 crore, LIC IPO is
going to be the biggest initial
public offering ever in the
country. PTI
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New Delhi: Sebi has restructured its committee on secondary
market, which provides suggestions to the capital markets reg-
ulator on improving market safety, efficiency and transparency.

The 18-member advisory committee will now be chaired by
G Mahalingam, former whole time member of Sebi, latest infor-
mation available on the website of the regulator showed.Earlier,
the panel had 17 members and was headed by Sebi chairperson
Madhabi Puri Buch.Apart from Mahalingam, the panel has CEOs
of stock exchanges and depositories, representatives of various
stakeholders and senior officials of Sebi as 
members.

Other members of the panel include Zerodha's co-founder
and chief executive officer (CEO) Nithin Kamath; Dhiraj Relli,
MD and CEO of HDFC Securities; Jaideep Hansraj MD at Kotak
Securities; Naresh Yadav MD and CEO of SBICAP Securities;
and Leo Puri Chairman, JP Morgan, South & Southeast
Asia.The panel advises the regulator on matters related to the
secondary market, including suggesting steps to improve mar-
ket safety, efficiency and transparency. PTI
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services firm One97
Communication Limited,
which owns the Paytm brand,
has tokenised 28 million cards
across Visa, Mastercard and
RuPay, and expects to purge
saved card data by June 30, the
company said on Thursday. 

The tokenised cards
account for 80 per cent of
monthly active cards on the
Paytm app, it added. 

"Paytm is committed to
safe and secure online pay-
ments, and in that direction,
RBI's tokenisation effort is a
key milestone for the industry.
We recognised the need for
tokenised cards and imple-
mented the same on the Paytm
app," its founder and CEO

Vijay Shekhar Sharma said in
the statement. 

Tokenisation, which aims
at improving the safety and
security of the payment system,
refers to the replacement of
actual card details with a
unique alternate code called the
'token', which will be unique
for a combination of card,
token requestor and identified
device. 

Instead of using actual card
details, this token is used to
perform card transactions in
contactless mode at point of
sale (POS) terminals and quick
response(QR) code 
payments.

The RBI has permitted to
offer tokenised card transaction
services to all channels. PTI
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New Delhi: Crude oil prices on
Thursday rose by Rs 4 to Rs
8,229 per barrel as participants
widened positions on a firm spot
demand.On the Multi
Commodity Exchange, crude
oil for May delivery traded high-
er by Rs 4 or 0.05 per cent at Rs
8,229 per barrel in 6,374 lots.

Analysts said the raising of
bets by participants kept crude
oil prices higher in futures trade.
Globally, West Texas
Intermediate crude oil was up by
0.04 per cent at USD 107.85 per
barrel, while Brent crude traded
0.23 per cent higher at USD
110.39 per barrel in 
New York. PTI

New Delhi: India, the world's
second largest sugar producer
after Brazil, has exported 7 mil-
lion tonnes of the sweetener so
far in the ongoing 2021-22
marketing year, and exports
from the country may touch a
new record of 9 million tonnes,
industry body ISMA said on
Thursday.

Indian Sugar Mills
Association (ISMA), in a state-
ment, said the country's sugar
output has risen to 34.23 mil-
lion tonnes till April of the cur-
rent marketing year, from 30
million tonnes in the year-ago
period.

Sugar marketing year runs
from October to September.

The country had export-
ed a record 7.23 million tonnes
of the sweetener in the 2020-21
marketing year with much of
the shipments undertaken with
the help of government subsidy.

"As per reports from the
trade, around 8.2-8.3 million
tonnes of sugar export have
been contracted for so far. Out
of that, about 6.8-7 million

tonnes of sugar is estimated to
have been physically exported
from India up to April," ISMA
said.

Accordingly, it is estimat-
ed that the "Indian sugar indus-
try should be able to export
over 9 million tonnes," it said.

The sugar being exported
this year is without the gov-
ernment subsidies.

On sugar production,
ISMA said it has risen by 14 per
cent to 34.23 million tonnes
during the October-April peri-
od of the 2021-22 marketing
year, from over the year-ago
period.

Out of which, sugar pro-
duction in Maharashtra -- the
country's leading sugar pro-
ducing state -- has increased to
13.20 million tonnes till April
of the current marketing year,
compared to 10.56 million
tonnes in the year-ago period.

About 123 mills are still
operating in the state but they
are facing problems in har-
vesting, the industry body 
said. PTI
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New Delhi: Services sector
activities improved further and
touched a five-month high in
April driven by a surge in
incoming new work orders
that boosted business activity
and supported a renewed
increase in employment,
according to a survey.

The seasonally adjusted
S&P Global India Services PMI
Business Activity Index jumped
to 57.9 in April, from 53.6 in
March, highlighting a sharp
rate of expansion that was the
fastest since last November
amid mounting price pres-
sures.For the ninth straight
month, the services sector wit-
nessed an expansion in output.
In Purchasing Managers' Index
(PMI) parlance, a print above
50 means expansion while a
score below 50 denotes con-
traction.

"In isolation, the PMI data
for the services sector were
mostly encouraging, as surging
demand underpinned quicker
increases in new business
inflows and output," said

Pollyanna De Lima, Economics
Associate Director at S&P
Global.

The Indian services sector
growth continued to gain
momentum amid a near-record
upturn in input costs. Selling
prices rose at the fastest rate
since July 2017 and inflation
concerns continued to damp-
en business confidence, the
survey noted.

"Service providers report-
ed having paid more for food,
fuel and materials, with some
mentions of higher wage costs
also pushing up overall expens-
es. The overall rate of inflation
quickened to the second-high-
est in the survey history, lead-
ing companies to hike their
selling prices to the greatest
extent in close to five years,"
Lima added.

Survey members contin-
ued to suggest that the lifting
of COVID-19 restrictions led
to greater consumer footfall
and a general improvement in
demand.

Inflation concerns restrict-

ed business confidence in April.
Although still positive overall,
the level of sentiment slipped
from March and was much
lower than its long-run average.

On the employment front,
companies resumed their hir-
ing efforts in April, as seen by
the first increase in employ-
ment since last November.
Those firms that took on extra
staff linked the rise to ongoing
growth of new business, the
survey said.

Lima further noted that
"consumer Services and
Finance & Insurance were the
top-performing areas of the
service economy, while Real
Estate & Business Services was
the only sub-sector to post con-
tractions in sales and output."

Meanwhile, the S&P
Global India Composite PMI
Output Index -- which mea-
sures combined services and
manufacturing output -- rose
from 54.3 in March to 57.6 in
April, highlighting the quick-
est pace of growth in five
months. PTI
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An injury to Walker checked Madrid's

momentum and when the game found its
rhythm again, City struck, Ilkay Gundogan's
pass cutting through Madrid's midfield and
finding Silva, who danced through to the edge
of the box.

Silva shaped to shoot but instead wedged
the ball right to Mahrez, who smashed it hard,
early and past Courtois. 

Modric went off and with the Croatian
seemed to go some of Madrid's

belief. 
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Karim Benzema scored an
extra-time penalty as Real
Madrid pulled off anoth-
er astonishing comeback

in the Champions League to stun
Manchester City 3-1 on Wednesday
and book a showdown with
Liverpool in the final. City looked
certain to go through when Riyad
Mahrez put them 1-0 up and 5-3
ahead on aggregate but Rodrygo,
on as a substitute, scored an incred-
ible late double, his goals in the 90th
and 91st minutes sending the tie to
extra time.

With City still reeling, Real
Madrid landed the knock-out blow
as Benzema earned and then con-
verted a spot-kick to snatch a 6-5
win on aggregate, with another
remarkable fightback at the
Santiago Bernabeu added to the
club's long list of magical European
nights.

This season, Madrid had
already performed the unlikeliest
of rescue acts to defeat both Paris
Saint-Germain in the last 16 and
Chelsea in the quarter-finals but,
given the stakes and how close they
were to defeat, this one against
Manchester City was surely the
most dramatic.

Like PSG and Chelsea before
them, City will wonder how they
emerged as losers from a match
they largely controlled and there
will be fresh scrutiny too on coach
Pep Guardiola, who, for all his suc-
cess, goes another year without
leading City to the European glory
they so crave.

City's collapse would have
been almost inexplicable had it
been against anyone other than
Real Madrid, who advance to their
17th final in the competition. They
are a victory against Liverpool

away from lifting a 14th European
Cup.

"Another magic night from
the kings of Europe," read a
banner draped over the stand
at one end before kick-off but
for most of normal time, this
match failed to live up to the
seven-goal thriller at the Etihad
Stadium last week.

Real Madrid were the more
assertive early on, with
Benzema given a couple of
difficult opportunities
that only he, in his
current form, might
have expected to
convert. 

Instead, he
headed over and
fired high. Real
Madrid survived
and then improved
before the break,
Modric causing a
roar of satisfaction
when he outsprinted
De Bruyne to cut
off a counter.

Probably their
best chance came with-
in seconds of the restart
as Dani Carvajal found
space down the right but
Vinicius Junior shot wide at
the back post.
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Rafael Nadal enjoyed a win-
ning return after a six-week

injury break, opening his
Madrid campaign with a 6-1, 7-
6(7/4) success over Serbia's
Miomir Kecmanovic on
Wednesday.

The Spanish star had been
sidelined with a rib injury since
his Indian Wells final defeat in
March but showed little sign of
rust as he skipped into the third
round.

Nadal said his preparation
for the tournament was "non-
existent" due to his rib problem
limiting his ability to train and
was thrilled by how well he
played against one of the most
in-form players of the season.

"Today I was able to play one
hour, 55 minutes against an
opponent that was playing real-
ly well in these last months, so
a really good victory, a lot of
value to it," said the 35-year-old
Mallorcan.

"It helps me a lot to reach
my final goal, which is to recov-
er my previous health and pre-
vious fitness. I'm very excited
about it."

The 22-year-old
Kecmanovic entered the match

carrying the second-highest tally
of wins on tour this season — his
23 victories placing him just one
behind Andrey Rublev, Stefanos
Tsitsipas and Carlos Alcaraz.

Nadal, a three-time title
winner in 2022, improved to 21-
1 for the year and now plays
Belgian qualifier David Goffin.

Second-seeded Alexander
Zverev began his title defence
with a hard-fought 4-6, 6-4, 6-
4 win over former US Open
champion Marin Cilic.

The German is a two-time
Madrid champion and now
owns a 16-2 win-loss record at
the Caja Magica.

Fourth seed Tsitsipas beat
French wildcard Lucas Pouille 6-
3, 6-4, while Jannik Sinner and
Felix Auger-Aliassime both won
in straight sets.

British ninth seed Cameron
Norrie edged past John Isner 6-
4, 6-7 (5/7), 6-4 to advance to a
last-16 clash with teenage star
Alcaraz, but fifth seed Casper
Ruud lost in three sets to Dusan
Lajovic.
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Earlier on centre court, Ons

Jabeur marched into the
women's semi-finals with a
crushing 6-3, 6-2 win over for-

mer world number one Simona
Halep.

After avenging her
Charleston final defeat to
Belinda Bencic in the previous
round, the Tunisian world num-
ber 10 reversed her result against
Halep from Dubai three months
ago, sweeping the Romanian
aside in just 67 minutes.

The first ever Arab tennis
player to crack the top 10,
Jabeur is through to the second
WTA 1000 semi-final of her
career where she faces Russian
Ekaterina Alexandrova.

"Simona, it's never easy to
play against her, she's a great
champion, she was number one,
a Grand Slam champion," said
the 27-year-old Jabeur, who is
now 2-2 against Halep in their
head-to-head.

"I was more aggressive this
time, physically much better
on the court. My drop shot
helped me a lot today. I'm very
happy with the attitude today, so
hopefully we'll continue with this
level."

Jessica Pegula, the 12th seed,
eliminated Spain's Sara Sorribes
Tormo 6-4, 6-2. Her next oppo-
nent is Jil Teichmann, the Swiss
who defeated Ukraine's
Anhelina Kalinina 6-3, 6-4.
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Carlo Ancelotti said the
"history of the club"

helped his Real Madrid side
stage another Champions
League comeback to down
Manchester City on
Wednesday and reach the
final.

The 13-time European
champions trailed 1-0 on the
night and 5-3 on aggregate in
the last-four tie entering the
90th minute, but Rodrygo
scored a late double and
Karim Benzema's extra-time
penalty sent them through.

Real had also come from
behind to beat Paris Saint-
Germain in the last 16 and
Chelsea in the quarter-finals.

"I cannot say we are used
to living this kind if life, but
what happened tonight it hap-
pened against Chelsea and
also against PSG," Ancelotti
told BT Sport after becoming
the first coach in history to
reach five finals in the compe-

tition. "If you have to say why,
it is the history of this club that
helps us to keep going when
it seems that we are gone.

"The game was close to
finished and we managed to
find the last energy we had."

The 6-5 aggregate tri-
umph sends Madrid into a
record-extending 17th
Champions League final,
where Ancelotti could set a
new record of four European
Cups as a coach.

Six-time winners
Liverpool will be their oppo-
nents in the final on May 28
in Paris.

"I am happy to be there in
the final, in Paris against
another great rival," added the
62-year-old Ancelotti.

"We are used to it. It will
be a fantastic game for foot-
ball."

Ancelotti also became the
first coach to win all five of
Europe's top leagues when
Real sealed the La Liga title
last weekend.
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Manchester City manager Pep
Guardiola put his side's lat-

est Champions League collapse
down to the unpredictability of
football after Real Madrid pro-
duced a stunning late fightback
to reach the final.

Guardiola's men were left
to rue a series of missed chances
both in the first leg at the
Etihad and after Riyad Mahrez
had fired them into the lead 17
minutes from time.

"We didn't play our best,
but it is normal, in a semi-

final, the players feel the pressure and
wanting to do it," Guardiola told BT Sport.

"Football is unpredictable, it is a game
like this. We have to accept it."

Madrid also needed comebacks at the
Bernabeu to see off Paris Saint-Germain
and Chelsea in the previous two rounds.

But the Spanish champions had not
managed even a shot on target until
Rodrygo turned the tie by flicking home
Benzema's cross.

The Brazilian then rose highest to
power home a header in the first minute
of stoppage time.

"After we scored the goal we were bet-
ter. We found out tempo and our game and
the players were comfortable," added

Guardiola. "It is not like in the last 10 min-
utes they attack and attack and you suf-
fer. It didn't happen. They put a lot of play-
ers in the box, with (Eder) Militao,
Rodrygo, Vinicius (Junior), Benzema and
they put in crosses and scored two goals."

City need to get another painful
European exit out of their system quick-
ly if they are to avoid ending the season
without a trophy for the first time in five
years. The English champions lead
Liverpool by a point at the top of the
Premier League with four games remain-
ing. "Now we need to process that and
come back with our people at home and
the last four games we have," said
Guardiola.
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President Joe Biden has hailed Team USA for
bringing a bit of unity to a pandemic weary

nation as he hosted a White House celebration
with about 600 athletes from this year's Winter
Olympics in Beijing and the coronavirus-
delayed Summer Games held in 2021 in Tokyo.

Among the athletes at the
South Lawn ceremony on
Wednesday were swimmer and
seven-time gold medalist Katie
Ledecky, celebrated bobsledder
Elena Meyers Taylor and ice

dancer Zachary Donohue, as
well as competitors from the past

two Paralympic Games.
Biden noted the Team USA ath-

letes won some 260 medals in Beijing
and Tokyo. Equally impressive as their

performances, Biden suggested, was
the athletes' ability to unite Americans dur-

ing a period marked by the unrelenting
coronavirus pandemic and deepening
partisanship after the 2020 election.

"You represent the very soul of America,"
Biden told the athletes.

"It's been a very divided nation ... But you
brought us together. No matter the divisions,
when we see you compete, we feel a common
pride in those three letters: USA."

The Tokyo Games were delayed one year due
to COVID-19 and took place last summer, large-
ly without spectators. First lady Jill Biden led the
US delegation to Japan.  The US staged a diplo-
matic boycott due to China's human rights abus-
es against Uyghur Muslims in Xinjiang.
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Former world number one Andy Murray has been
forced to pull out of his match against Novak

Djokovic at the Madrid Masters on Thursday, the
tournament organisers said.

"Unfortunately Andy Murray is ill and
is not in a position to play," the organisers
said. It would have been the 37th meeting
between Murray and current world num-
ber one Djokovic, but the first since they
played each other in the Doha final in
January 2017. Djokovic now moves
directly into a quarter-final against
either last year's Wimbledon semi-
finalist Hubert Hurkacz of Poland or
Serbia's Dusan Lajovic. The Serb, a three-
time Madrid champion, is finding his rhythm
after competing sparingly this year following
his deportation from Australia over his
Covid vaccination status, preventing him
playing in the Australian Open.
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With little excitement at the
top of the Bundesliga, it's

the clubs just below Bayern
Munich and Borussia
Dortmund that are providing
the entertainment at the end of
the season.

Bayer Leverkusen, Freiburg,
Leipzig, Cologne and Union
Berlin are all scrapping for
European places with two
matches to go, with two of
those teams joining Bayern and
Dortmund in the Champions
League, while another two will
qualify for the Europa League.

Third-place Leverkusen
next visits Hoffenheim before
ending the season with a poten-
tially decisive game against
Freiburg, which currently holds
the last Champions League qual-

ification place one point ahead
of Leipzig. Freiburg, which also
plays Leipzig in the German Cup
final on May 21, hosts Union on
Saturday, a game the team will
feel it has to win to maintain the

all-important fourth spot.
Seventh-place Union will be
looking for a victory after draw-
ing with relegated Greuther
Fürth last weekend.

Union ends the season at

home against Bochum, which
clinched survival last weekend.

Leipzig, which has lost its
last two games after a 15-match
unbeaten run in all competi-
tions, next plays Augsburg at
home before its final game at
Arminia Bielefeld, which could
be relegated by then.

Sixth-place Cologne is also
eyeing Europe's premier compe-
tition. The team would secure
Europa Conference League
qualification if it beats Wolfsburg
on Saturday and Union fails to
beat Freiburg at the same time.

But Cologne coach Steffen
Baumgart said he wouldn't cel-
ebrate yet.

"I'm not counting (points) at
all," Baumgart said.

"I'm counting on the fact
that we want to win the next
game. 
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FIFA has received 3 million
ticket requests for the

World Cup final in Qatar and
high demand to attend some
of its biggest group-stage
games, even as issues linger
about the tiny Persian Gulf
nation's ability to accommo-
date fans. 

The data revealed to The
Associated Press by FIFA
shows there have been 2.5
million ticket requests to see
Argentina play Mexico on
November 26 at the 80,000-
capacity Lusail Stadium, and
1.4 million fans hope to see
England face the United States
the previous day at the 60,000-
capacity Al Bayt Stadium.
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Man City have to accept madness of football: Pep
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Jack Grealish, on as a sub-
stitute, could have made it two
for City but somehow Ferland
Mendy cleared off the line,
before another Grealish shot
flashed past the post.

It felt inconsequential
because Madrid looked dead
and buried but somehow, out of
nowhere, they found a way
back. 

It was the 90th minute
when Benzema cushioned a
ball brilliantly across for
Rodrygo to feather in at the
near post and the cheer for the
goal was only a little louder than
for the stadium announcer
then saying there would be six
minutes of added time. 

Madrid only needed one as
City, for so long so compact and
composed, were suddenly
sprawled and all it needed was
for Carvajal to swing a cross
into the box, where the diminu-
tive Rodrygo headed in. 
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Virat Kohli has not been able to score flu-
ently in the IPL this season and it is a

matter of concern that he is getting out to
different types of bowlers, observed former
West Indies pacer Ian Bishop.

Kohli has managed just 216 runs with a
top score of 58 at a strike rate of just 111.91,
which is the third lowest among batters with
at least 150 runs this season.

On Wednesday, Kohli was cleaned up by
Mooen Ali after a laboured 30 off 33 balls
and Bishop said he is concerned about Kohli's
struggles against spin, especially off-spin.

"For a while, for 10 or 15 runs, he was-
n't even going at a run-a-ball, or he was just
going at a run-a-ball," Bishop said on
ESPNcricinfo's 'T20 Time Out'.

"He didn't get ahead, and there wasn't
much intent. He hit one (six) over extra-cover
off the seamer, and that was when he just
went ahead to a run-a-ball and then he came
back.

"This is something we've been seeing
with Virat, not just this season. Even last sea-
son, I remember, and even sometimes inter-
nationally, he'll fly out - he didn't fly out
tonight - and then he'll slow down again. So,
I'm concerned." 

Overall, Kohli played 16 dot balls against
Chennai Super Kings on Wednesday.

"If you're not getting ahead of the rate

and going at a run-a-ball, you need to bat
deep into the innings," he said.

"And he isn't going deep into the innings
either. So those deliveries don't come back
to you. Even if RCB won, that wasn't an
innings, even given the difficulties of the
pitch, that you could say caused a match-win-
ning total.

"Pointing out Kohli's struggles against
spinners, Bishop said: "Roston Chase got him
out in the West Indies series (at home in
February), we saw him getting out to the off-
spinner in Test matches. So, I'm concerned
about ... And I'm a Kohli fan.
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Table-toppers Gujarat Titans would
look to plug the holes in their top-order

and seal a place in the play-offs by return-
ing to winning ways against an already out-
of-contention Mumbai Indians in an
Indian Premier League match here on
Friday.

GT got a timely wake-up call in an
eight-wicket loss to Punjab Kings in their
last match, which snapped their five-game
winning streak.

An inconsistent batting department,
especially top-order has been GT's thorn
in the flesh throughout the tournament so
far and it's time the IPL newcomers fix the
issue going into the business end of the
league.

Despite the loss, GT are sitting pret-
ty at the top of the 10-team standings with
16 points from 10 games and a win on
Friday would make them the first team to
cement their spot in the play-offs.

Young Shubman Gill has failed to live
up to expectations at the top, while veter-
an Wriddhiman Saha, who was a great
replacement for struggling Matthew Wade,
got a start before fizzling out.

B Sai Sudharsan, who has been the
team's weak link so far, was the only sav-
ing grace for GT in their last match, where
everyone failed, scoring a 50-ball 65.

The likes of skipper Hardik Pandya,
David Miller, Rahul Tewatia and Rashid
Khan, who had produced stellar perfor-

mances and played a key role in GT's suc-
cess so far, have floundered against Punjab.

But the quartet would be very well
aware about their importance in the side
and look to rise to the occasion to make
a comeback, in what has been a remark-
able opening season.

In Mohammed Shami, Lockie
Ferguson, Alzzari Joseph and Rashid,
Gujarat have one of the most lethal
attacks in this year's IPL.

MI, on the other hand, are placed last
and are already out of the tournament after
registering eight consecutive defeats.

But the Rohit Sharma-led side would
heave a sigh of relief after finally register-
ing their first win of the tournament, a five-
wicket win over Rajasthan Royals.

Suryakumar Yadav has been the star
for MI in the batting department, which
lacks cohesive effort.

Rohit and Ishan Kishan's terrible run
at the top continued, while Kieron Pollard
failed miserably to perform the role of a
finisher till now in the season.

On the bowling front too, MI looked
nowhere near to his best.

Jasprit Bumrah has been economical
upfront but has not been among wickets
which has hurt the team most.

Daniel Sams and Riley Meredith have
been patchy and barring Bumrah, MI
doesn't have another quality bowler to rely
upon. But having returned to winning
ways, MI would look to play party spoil-
ers in their remaining games.
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Chennai Super Kings coach
Stephen Fleming is not too

concerned about the form of
Ravindra Jadeja but said going
forward, the team will evaluate
which position in the batting
order best suits the star all-
rounder.

In the 10 matches this
season, Jadeja has scored
just 116 runs at an aver-
age of 19.33 in 10
games, while taking
five wickets at an econ-
omy rate of 7.51.

On Wednesday,
Jadeja was dismissed
for three as CSK
went down by 13
runs against
R o y a l
C h a l l e n g e r s
Bangalore, their
seventh loss over-
all.

"No, I am not con-
cerned. The T20 game can
be tough and when you are

batting at No 5 or 6, you do not
get a lot of time to get your
rhythm or tempo," Fleming said
during a virtual press confer-
ence.

"We will look at it now and
work out what the best order
would be going forward. But, no
I am not concerned about his
form."

Terribly out of form, Jadeja
had last week handed back cap-
taincy to Mahendra Singh

Dhoni to focus on his own
game. With just six points

from 10 games, CSK are vir-
tually out of the tourna-
ment and Fleming admit-

ted they "have been off in
all departments."

"Our fielding at
times, the catches we

dropped is of con-
cern. We are not
far away, in lot of
games you can

say we
w e r e
really
c l o s e

in winning them.
"We had the games taken

away or we were not good
enough to get across the line.
But that's usually the story of the
competition if you are just off.
All three departments have been
below par," he said.

"We lost some bowlers also,
you have to acknowledge that
but yeah, we have been just off."

Injuries to key players have
also affected CSK with Deepak
Chahar being the most promi-
nent member to miss the entire
season due to a back injury
which he sustained while recov-
ering from the quadricep tear.

Moeen Ali also missed a few
games after injuring his ankle
during a training session.

"We had a couple of players
we had in our plans whom we
lost early on, so we looked at
bringing young players in, prob-
ably, little bit ahead of their
times. Mukesh Choudhury has
developed well, Simranjit is get-
ting an opportunity here,"
Fleming said.
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RCB pacer Josh Hazlewood described
their 13-run win over CSK as the

most important victory for the team so
far in the tournament as it kept them
in the hunt for the play-offs.

The win snapped RCB's three-
match losing streak and helped them to
move to the fourth position in points
table.

"It is probably the most important
victory of the tournament so far. We are
sort of at that point where we have to
win all games to make the play-off,
that's what I feel, and today was the first
step in doing that," he said.

"We have been flat last three games,
we have things to work on bowling, bat-
ting and on fielding to be honest. We
put it all together and held our chances,
so its most important victory so far."

On his T20 form, Hazlewood said:
"It is mostly playing continuous T20
cricket for last three years and learning
things along the way on differently con-
ditions, against different players.

"Talking to lot of voices in this
camp, there is lot of experience which
is handy, it accelerates the learning
process for me who has played just 60-
70 T20 games." 
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Mumbai Indians head coach
Mahela Jaywardene on

Thursday admitted that "lack of exe-
cution" in close games during this
IPL season has been due to the poor
"structuring" of line-up, putting them
at the bottom of the 10-team table.

Mumbai Indians are already out
of the IPL having lost eight games on
the bounce before logging home their
first points. But more importantly,
the critics have been vindicated
about five-time champions' poor
auction strategy.

The mediocre bunch of domes-
tic players like Basil Thampi, Jaydev
Unadkat, Murugan Ashwin along
with purely sentimental retentions
like Kieron Pollard and an insane bid
of INR 15.25 crore for Ishan Kishan
have all contributed to MI's down-
fall.

"For a team to work, it is not
about just one individual, it is about
a team executing a game plan.The
way we have structured our line-up
this season, that is something we have
lacked," Jayawardene said when
asked about Rohit Sharma's poor run
of form in the nine games.

"At the same time, we have not
had those finishers at the back-
end," the head coach added.

"It is about getting most of your
guys playing good cricket on (in) a
game and having that consistency
going through. That is something we
have lacked," Jayawardene said ahead
of their game against Gujarat Titans.

Not closing out games has been
one of MI's banes this season.

"This has been one of those sea-
sons where we have not been able to
win those close matches and we have
not been able to ruthlessly finish
games off.

"And at the same time we have
lacked consistency and we need
main batters to be consistent and get-
ting those runs. It is not just one indi-
vidual, it is about a collective group
and we haven't been consistent all
around," the head coach added.

Asked if Rohit's form was the
reason why Mumbai Indians aren't
able to post high totals, Jayawardene
replied: "Let me answer that in a
much fairer way. Yes, as you rightly
said Ro (Rohit's nickname) has been
brilliant in batting for long periods,
getting those big scores consistently
and the rest of the guys have batted
around him."

"He (Rohit) knows he had starts
and hasn't been able to convert
them into big scores and that has
been a disappointment," he quipped
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Former India batter
Suresh Raina feels

Rishabh Pant has done
exceedingly well as Delhi
Capitals captain and his
handling of left-arm spin-
ner Kuldeep Yadav is a
testimony to that.

Kuldeep, who had lost
form and confidence in
the last two years, has taken
17 wickets in this edition of
the IPL, and attributed the
team's young skipper for
his success.

"Pant for me has been
doing great as a captain. He
has utilised Kuldeep Yadav
very well and now he is
winning matches for Delhi.
But Pant - the batsman -
still has to fire. He is a big
player, and with coach
Ricky Ponting behind him,
he is going to click soon
and a big innings is com-
ing soon," Raina told 'Star
Sports'.

"Also, I believe Delhi
Capitals are not playing like
a compact unit. Other play-

ers in the team will also
have to take up the respon-
sibility and contribute," he
added.

Former India cricketer
Mohammed Kaif, who has
worked as an assistant
coach with Delhi Capitals,
believes Pant has to decide
the approach he wants to
adopt with the bat in the
upcoming games.

"Rishabh Pant will have
to decide whether he wants

to play full 20 overs or he
wants to play the role of a
pinch hitter. Captain Pant
will have to take a call on
what's in the interest of the
team.

"Pant has the potential
to win matches alone but
his performance as a bats-
man hasn't been up to the
mark this year. So, I feel
there's the pressure of being
successful as a captain and
as a batsman too." 
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India's top woman discus thrower
Kamalpreet Kaur, who finished sixth at

last summer's Tokyo Olympics, has been
provisionally suspended after testing pos-
itive for a banned drug, the Athletics
Integrity Unit (AIU) said.

The 26-year-old faces the prospect of
being banned for a maximum four years
if the positive test is confirmed.

"The AIU has provisionally suspend-
ed discus thrower Kamalpreet Kaur of
India for the use of a prohibited substance
(Stanozolol), a breach of the
@WorldAthletics Anti-Doping Rules," it
tweeted. A national record holder, Kaur
cannot participate in any competition until
a final decision is taken at a hearing con-
ducted under the World Athletics anti-
doping rules.The Commonwealth Games
and Asian Games are both taking place this
year.Stanozolol is a synthetic anabolic
steroid banned in 1974.

It became infamous after Canadian
sprinter Ben Johnson tested positive for it
at the 1988 Seoul Games and was stripped
of his 100m gold medal.

India are ranked third in the number
of doping violations behind Russia and
Italy, according to a World Anti-Doping
Agency report released last year.
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On Thursday, David Warner led the
charge against his former team,
Sunrisers Hyderabad, scoring a

58-ball unbeaten 92 to help Delhi Capitals
defeat SRH by 21 runs in Match 50 of the
ongoing IPL 2022 season.

Playing against the side that he was
part of in the last eight seasons of the
cash-rich league, Warner remained

unbeaten throughout the innings to help
DC bounce back from a poor start and
put up a fighting total at Brabourne's
wicket.

And then the bowling attack led by
Khaleel Ahmed (4-0-30-3) survived
Nicholas Pooran and Aiden Markram's
scare to help DC register the fifth win of
this year's tournament.

With the win over SRH, Delhi have
replaced the 2016 winners in fifth posi-

tion in the league table.
The Sunrisers were off to a poor start

in the 208-run chase and lost in-form
opening batter Abhishek Sharma (7) in
the second over itself. Kane Williamson
(4) and Rahul Tripathi (22) also could-
n't do much on the night and were back
in the dugout by the end of the seventh
over.

But when it started to look like it
would be a cake-walk for Delhi, South
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to seal play-off
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African batter Aiden Markram (25-ball 42)
joined hands with newly-appointed West
Indies limited-overs skipper Nicholas Pooran
(62 from 33 balls) to stage a stunning come-
back. The duo added 60 runs for the fourth
wicket. Markram was unlucky to miss his
fourth fifty of the ongoing season. But Pooran
reached his second back-to-back fifty in 29
balls. However he failed to take his side past
the finish line and was sent back to the pavil-
ion by Shardul Thakur (2/44).

Earlier, batting first, former SRH skipper
David Warner remained unbeaten on 92
from 58 balls to help his side reach a total of
207 for three. Warner, who led SRH to a title
triumph in the 2016 edition of the cash-rich
league, was sacked as captain last year after he
was struggling to score runs in the tournament.

The left-handed Australian batter was
even dropped from the eleven in the last few
matches and was not retained by the fran-
chise, despite being the best-ever player in the
team's history.

Playing against his former side, Warner
was in full flow from the start and joined
hands with West Indies power-hitter Rovman
Powell to add an unbeaten 122 runs for the
fourth wicket.


