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igh drama involving police
H
forces of three States and
political opponents, the BJP
and the AAP, unfolded on
Friday with the arrest of Delhi
BJP spokesperson Tajinder Pal
Singh Bagga for alleged
provocative comments against
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal.
After the Punjab police
arrested Bagga in the morning
from his residence, the Delhi
and the Haryana Police swung
into action to prevent him
from being taken to Punjab.
The Delhi Police filed an FIR
with charges of kidnapping
against the Punjab Police and
alerted its counterparts in
Haryana, whose cops blocked
the return of their Punjab
counterparts in Kurukshetra.
The Delhi Police, subsequently, reached Kurukshetra, took
Bagga’s custody and brought
him back to Delhi.
Later, the Punjab and
Haryana High Court on Friday
rejected the demand of the
Punjab Police to keep Bagga in
Haryana. During the hearing,
Haryana State counsel told the
court that information about
the arrest of Bagga was received
from the Delhi Police and no
Punjab Police official was
detained in Haryana. The
counsel argued that the habeas
corpus petition filed by the
State of Punjab was for its
police officials and not for
Bagga. The High Court has
asked the State of Haryana to
furnish a status report.
The drama, the outcome
of a bitter political rivalry
between the AAP and the BJP,
began around 8 am when over
a dozen personnel of Punjab
Police swooped down on
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he Aam Aadmi Party
T
(AAP) defended the
move by the Punjab Police to

Bagga’s residence at Jankapuri
in West Delhi.
The Punjab Police action
became public after BJP leader
Kapil Mishra conveyed it
through social media.”Tajinder
Bagga was arrested and taken
away by 50 Punjab Police personnel from his house,” Mishra
wrote on Twitter.
Meanwhile, Tajinder’s 67year-old father Preetpal Singh,
who Mishra claimed was
thrashed and punched by the
Punjab Police, lodged a complaint with the Delhi Police.
Bagga’s father claimed that
some people came to his residence around 8 am and took
away his son and did not even
allow Bagga to wear a turban
while they were arresting him.
Singh also alleged that the
Punjab Police personnel
punched him in the face. Singh
was accompanied by Delhi BJP

president Adesh Gupta when
he went to file an FIR. A case
of kidnapping has been registered at the Janakpuri police
station.
The focus then shifted 250
km away to Kurukshetra,
where around 2 pm the cavalcade of the Punjab Police was
stopped by the Haryana Police.
Haryana Police officials said
they received information that
Bagga was forcibly picked up
from his residence following
which they took this step. “The
Delhi Police had alerted its
Haryana counterpart about the
“abducted victim”, officials
added. The drama intensified
further with a Delhi Police
team reaching Kurukshetra’s
Thana Sadar police station in
Pipli and took the ‘custody’ of
Bagga from the Punjab Police.
Bagga was brought back to
Delhi by police teams which

also included Sameer Sharma,
the Deputy Commissioner of
Police (DCP), Outer district
and Prashant Gautam, the
Additional DCP, west district.
Ghanshyam Bansal, DCP,
West district, said on Friday, an
information was received from
Preetpal Bagga that his son
Tajindera has been abducted
around 8.30 am from his house
by some unknown persons.
“A wireless message was
flashed and the said vehicle was
intercepted by the Haryana
Police at Kurukshetra. A search
warrant was obtained from
the concerned Dwarka court
based on which assistance of
Kurukshetra District police
was taken to trace and abducted victim was recovered. He is
being brought to Delhi to be
produced before the concerned
court as per law,” said the DCP.
Continued on Page 2

arrest Tajinder Pal Singh
Bagga and claimed that the
State police had registered a
case against him last month
after he, through his social
media posts, tried to create
communal tension and incite
violence in the State. The
AAP also alleged that the
Punjab Police personnel were
illegally detained by the
Delhi Police officials at
Janakpuri police station
when they had reached their
to inform about their action.
Saurabh Bhardwaj, the
AAP spokesperson, said a
case against Bagga was
lodged last month after the
BJP leader, through his social
media posts, tried to create
communal tension and incite
violence in the State.

19?PccPRZb00?
New Delhi: After Tajinder Pal
Singh Bagga was arrested by
the Punjab Police, the BJP
launched a full-blown attack
on Arvind Kejriwal’s AAP.
From sharing videos and
photos of the incident, to
alleging that Bagga’s father
was assaulted, tweets poured
out on the social media website by the BJP leader.
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he Centre, States and health
T
experts were on the same
page on Thursday in trashing
the WHO report estimating 4.7
million (47 lakh) Covid-related fatalities in India as baseless
and devoid of facts.
The WHO report released
on Wednesday has estimated
that nearly 15 million people
were killed either by the coronavirus or by its impact on
overwhelmed health systems in
the past two years, more than
double the official death toll of
six million. Most of the fatalities were in Southeast Asia,
Europe and the Americas.
Sources said that at the
three-day conference of the
Central Council of Health and
Family Welfare, an apex advisory body of the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare
(MoHFW), beginning here on
Thursday, took exception to the
report. The meeting is being
chaired by Union Health
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya.
Around 20 Health Ministers
and representatives of some
States are attending it.
In the meantime, top
health experts, including ICMR
Director General Balram
Bhargava, NITI Aayog Member
(Health) VK Paul, AIIMS
Director Randeep Guleria and
NTAGI’s Covid-19 Working
Group Chairman Dr NK Arora
too rejected the WHO report as
“untenable and unfortunate”.
Dr VK Paul said India has
been telling WHO with all
“humility” through diplomatic channels along with data and
rational reasoning that it does
not agree with the methodology that has been followed for
the country.
They have used a methodology for several nations which
is based on a systematic collection of data on deaths.
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has taken strong excepIonndia
tion to remarks on its stand
the Ukraine conflict by the
Netherlands envoy to the UK
and said “kindly do not patronise us. We know what to do.”
This terse message was
given in the United Nations by
India’s
Permanent
Representative TS Tirumurti in
response to the Dutch envoy’s
remarks that India should not
have abstained in the UN
General Assembly on Ukraine.
“Kindly don’t patronise us,
Ambassador. We know what to
do,” Tirumurti said on
Wednesday in response to a
tweet by Ambassador of the
Kingdom of the Netherlands to
the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland
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Karel van Oosterom. In the
tweet, the Dutch envoy said to
Tirumurti: “You should not
have abstained in the GA.
Respect the UN Charter.”
Tirumurti delivered a statement at the UN Security
Council
meeting
on
Wednesday on Ukraine. He
posted the full text of his statement on Twitter saying, “At the
UN Security Council meeting
on #Ukraine this afternoon, I
made the following statement”
to which van Oosterom made
the comment about India
abstaining in the General
Assembly.
In his speech, Tirumurti
said India condemned the
killing of civilians in Bucha and
supported the call for an independent investigation. “India
remains on the side of peace,”
he said.
India, so far, has abstained

from voting against Russia in
the United Nations Security
Council, the United Nations
General Assembly, and the
Human Rights Council.
New Delhi has also not
criticised the Russian military
action in Ukraine and has all
along called for dialogue and
diplomacy to resolve the conflict. India has time and again
also called for the immediate
cessation of hostilities and this
message was reiterated by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
in his recent visit to Germany
and Denmark.
In April, India abstained in
the UN General Assembly on
a vote moved by the US to suspend Russia from the UN
Human Rights Council over
allegations that Russian soldiers
killed civilians while retreating
from towns near Kyiv.
Continued on Page 2

he
Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has conducted searches at multiple
premises, including that of
Jharkhand Mining Secretary
Pooja Singhal and her family,
in connection with a money
laundering probe linked to the
alleged embezzlement of over
C18 crore MGNREGA funds in
Khunti district during financial
years 2008-11.
The searches yielded about
C17 crore cash from the
premises of a Ranchi-based
Chartered Accountant, officials said. The agency has
roped in banknote counters to

T

ascertain the exact amount of
the recovered cash. Another
C1.8 crore cash was separately
recovered from a location in
Ranchi, they said.
The searches are being
conducted under provisions
of the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) at
about 18 premises in
Jharkhand, Bihar, West Bengal,
Delhi, Punjab, and a few other
States, they said.
Premises of Singhal,
Secretary of the Department of
Mines and Geology of
Jharkhand Government, at
Ranchi, are also being covered
under the search operation.
Continued on Page 2

able. We are disappointed with
what WHO has done,” he said.
Dr Arora described the
WHO report as very unfortunate.
“India has performed
unexpectedly well in Covid-19
management. In fact, many
prestigious journals in the
world had predicted doom for
India,” he said.
“They thought India will
just collapse both as a nation as
well as an economy and as a
health system. But it never
happened because we as a
country came together and
managed it very well.”
Dr Arora said India’s mortality per million is among the
lowest compared to many
advanced nations.
“I think people should now
learn how to digest that they
can learn even from India how
to manage pandemics... I think
the time has come that we
should be more confident in
ourselves and the way we are
doing it. In fact, the world has
a lot to learn from us,” he said.
Continued on Page 2
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he Gauhati High Court has
T
ruled that once declared a
citizen, the same person can’t
be declared a foreigner. Giving
this landmark ruling, the High
Court relied on a Supreme
Court judgment in the case of
Abdul Kuddus Vs Union of
India, reported Live Law portal. The High Court observed
that the opinion of the
Foreigners Tribunal regarding
the citizenship of a person
would operate as res judicata.
Res judicata is a principle
of law that states that once a
final decision has been given by
a competent court on a matter
D]X^]7^\T<X]XbcTa0\XcBWPW_PhbPeXbXcc^1228_aTbXST]cB^daPe6P]Vd[hPccWT[PccTa´b1TWP[PaTbXST]RTX]B^dcW
between the same parties, the
:^[ZPcP^]5aXSPhTeT]X]V
CfXccTa same shall be binding, and

43aPXSb9´ZWP]S<X]X]V B2\XUUTSPcST[Ph
BTRh*C &RaaTR^eTaTS X]WTPaX]V0iP\
X]adaP[Y^QbUaPdSRPbT :WP]´bQPX[_[TP
?=BQ =4F34;78

“We have a similar system,
a robust Civil Registration
System (CRS). We released
that
report
yesterday
(Wednesday) and we have an
actual count of deaths for
2020... The 2021 numbers will
also come up,” he said.
The Civil Registration
System of India provides accurate estimates emanating from
the ground, certified and validated by the district and the
State administration.
“We want them to have
used
these
numbers.
Unfortunately, despite our
emphatic writing and communication at the ministerial
level, they have chosen to use
the numbers that are based on
modelling and assumptions,”
Paul said.
“Modelling is a one-sizefits-all kind of assumption and
you may apply it where the systems are poor. But to apply
assumptions based on a subset
of states and on reports that
come from websites and media,
and then you come out with an
exorbitant number is not ten-
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he Supreme Court on
T
Friday expressed displeasure over the delay in hearing
the bail application of
Samajwadi Party leader Azam
Khan in a land grabbing case,
saying “this is a travesty of justice”. A bench comprising
Justices L Nageswara Rao and
BR Gavai noted Khan has got
bail in 86 out of 87 cases, and
said it would hear it on May 11.
“He (Khan) has been out
on bail in all matters except one
for so long, this is travesty of
justice. We will not say any-

thing more. We will hear it on
Wednesday,” the bench said.
The counsel appearing for
Khan told the SC the Allahabad
High Court has reserved its
verdict on the bail application.
The HC on Thursday reserved
its order on the bail application
of Khan in the case of grabbing
of property for his Mohammad
Ali Jauhar University project.
The HC on December 4,
2021 had reserved its decision.
However, the UP Government
submitted an application and
sought permission to present
new facts through fresh affidavits on Thursday.
Continued on Page 2

same parties and the same
issues, cannot be put to litigation again. Section 11 of the
Code of Civil Procedure
explains this principle.
The bench of Justice N
Kotiswar Singh and Justice
Nani Tagia said if a person has
been declared an Indian citizen
in earlier proceedings, then
in any subsequent proceedings
s/he cannot be declared a foreigner, as the principle of res
judicata applies in such cases.
The court went on to hold the
res judicata principle would not
apply to the proceedings that
have been instituted under the
Foreigners Act and the
Foreigners (Tribunal) Order,
since it is not a court.
Continued on Page 2
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fresh row between the rulA
ing Trinamool Congress
and the BJP erupted on Friday
after a local BJP youth wing
leader Arjun Chowrasia was
found hanging in mysterious
circumstances. This in the
midst of Union Home Minister
Amit Shah’s two-day visit of
Bengal. Chowrasia, 27, was
found hanging in an abandoned railway flat at Cossipur
in north Kolkata.
Shah launched a scathing
attack on the TMC
Government saying it was
worse than the Left when it
came to attacks on the
Opposition workers even as he
sought a CBI probe in the case.
Referring to the Friday’s
incident coming a day after the
anniversar y of Mamata
Banerjee retaining power for
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the third time in a row, Shah
said, “Yesterday the Trinamool
Government completed one
year in power, and the very
next day they have resorted to
the same culture of political
violence and political murder.

Whereever we go in Bengal
find Opposition workers being
attacked and murdered … now
it seems that the TMC
Government is worse than the
Left regime.”
Continued on Page 2
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he Supreme Court on
Friday took serious note of
T
the fact that six circuit benches
of
the
Central
Administrative Tribunal (CAT)
have become virtually nonfunctional due to the retirement of judicial and administrative members saying, “with
one member you cannot even
constitute a bench”.
A bench of Justices DY
Chandrachud and Surya Kant
agreed to hear a plea filed by
the Central Administrative
Tribunal (Principal Bench)
Bar Association and issued
notice to the Centre.
We are issuing notice on
this issue. Six benches of CAT

including at Jabalpur, Cuttack,
Lucknow, Jammu, and Srinagar
are left with only one member.
With one member, you cannot
even constitute a bench also”,
Justice
Chandrachud
said.
Justice Surya Kant asked
senior advocate Abhaya K
Behera, appearing for the bar
association, to furnish the
details of members whose term
is likely to expire in the near
future.
The bench said it would
take up the matter on May 13
and asked the counsel for the
bar association to serve the
copy of the petition to the central agency.
The plea filed through
advocate Amita Singh Kalkal
stated that 35 judicial members
including the chairman of the
CAT and 35 administrative
members cater to the 19 benches and eight circuit benches and
due to the retirement of members and non-filling of vacancies so created, many of the
benches of these Tribunals

have
become
non-functional.
“The aforesaid judicial and
administrative members cater
to the 19 benches and 8 circuit
benches.
“However, the last advertisement for the appointment
of judicial and administrative
members was issued in the year
2018 for the vacancies of the
calendar year 2018. The vacancies of the calendar year 2019,
2020, 2021, and the current
year 2022, have not yet been
issued”, the plea said.
It said that even though
appointments are not taking
place yet both judicial and
administrative members are
retiring
at
regular
intervals.
“Because of the same, a situation has arisen where many
benches of the Tribunal have
become non-functional. At
present there are only 16 judicial members and 14 administrative members in position as
of March 31, 2022”, the plea
said.
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he Delhi Government will
take up a mega-project to
improve last-mile connectivity
for commuters at the IIT Delhi
and the Panchsheel Park Metro
Stations.
Delhi Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia
approved the construction
work of two multi-modal integration (MMI) systems worth
C4.59 crore on Friday, saying
combined efforts by the PWD
and the DMRC will reduce the
cost of the project and save
time too.
Thousands of commuters
at these metro stations will benefit from this initiative of the
Delhi Government, he added.
Sisodia said connectivity of
buses, autos and e-rickshaws
will be made seamless at these
two stations to ensure a hasslefree commute.
The project will help in
decongesting the roads near the
metro stations and will provide
facilities for last-mile connectivity, an official statement
said.
As part of the project, bet-

T
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New Delhi: The Delhi
Government has decided to
redevelop ITI Shahdara with
state-of-the-art facilities for
training of 10,000 students.
Delhi’s Deputy Chief Minister,
Manish Sisodia on Friday
reviewed the first phase of the
redevelopment action plan on
Friday and gave suggestions for
improvements.
“The government is

expanding its ITI Shahdara, to
provide upskilling opportunities
to more and more youngsters.
Along with industrial training,
students will have options for
polytechnic courses and various
other skill-based courses”, he
added.
He also said that, redevelopment of ITI Shahdara will
bring in many new opportunities for students.

ter arrangements will be made
for various modes of transport,
including buses, autos, e-rickshaws, it added.
After the PWD and the
DMRC complete their part of
the project, the transport
department will work on facilitating commuters with these
modes of transport. Sisodia
added that the government is
determined to provide a hasslefree commuting experience to
residents of Delhi.
"Our focus is to integrate

the development works with
the help of various agencies
which will reduce the cost of
the projects and save the time
taken for completion," he said.
Under multi-modal integration, all transport options will
be available at one place.
“This will be done by
installation of CC paver blocks
on footpaths, improvement of
carriageway for vehicles, installation of railings, etc,” the statem
e
n
t
added.
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CCI president Sourav
Ganguly has dismissed conB
jectures that there was anything
political about Union Home
Minister Amit Shah’s “courtesy” visit at his Behala residence
in South Kolkata on Friday
evening. Talking to the reporters
outside his residence the former
India southpaw said “there is
absolutely no other reason … it
is just a courtesy visit as we share
a very old relationship and he
knows
me
since
2008.”
On whether politics could
on the agenda the former India
captain said “We have a very
good relation and as you know
Mr Shah’s son (Jay Shah) and I
work together so …”
On Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee’s advice (to Ganguly)
to treat the Home Minister
with “Mishti Doi and sweets,”
the BCCI chief said “Mamata
didi has said so because being
a Bengali person she knows
that sweets Bengalis always

offer sweets to guests.”
According to sources
Ganguly’s mother Nirupama
Ganguly was supervising the
preparation of at least eight
kind of vegetarian dishes for
the Home Minister.
Earlier the Home Minister
met the party leaders and legislators at a hotel in New Town
in the northern fringes of
Kolkata where organizational
issues and turn-around
schemes were discussed,
sources said.
The BJP’s graph had been
going down in the State ever
since the last year’s defeat in the
Assembly elections with the
party failing to win not even a
single election in the State in
the past one year. Shah’s visit is
expected to rejuvenate the
party
men
insiders
say.
Meanwhile, amid intraparty bickering and leaders
quitting the party about 80
party leaders from Jhargram
district left the saffron outfit on
Friday sources said.
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40-year-old man was
arrested on Friday for
allegedly molesting two girls
inside a classroom of a school
run by the East Delhi
Municipal Corporation, police
said. The accused has been
identified as Varun Joshi, a resident of Yamuna Vihar, they
said According to police, the
accused is an alcoholic. He was
found inebriated while being
nabbed. Joshi is a bachelor
and unemployed. He lives in
the school vicinity and is habituated to watching porn. Several
such videos were found in his
phone, a senior police officer
said.
During interrogation, Joshi

A

revealed to the police that he
used to play at the school
ground with other people on
Sundays and he was acquainted with its premises. Further
investigation is in progress,
police said.
After the school assembly
on April 30, Joshi allegedly
entered the classroom and sexually assaulted two eight-yearold girls before undressing
himself and urinating in front
of the students.
A complaint was filed following which the police
launched a search for Joshi
based on a sketch and footage
from CCTV cameras in the
neighbourhood. There were
no cameras in the school,
police said.
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city court on Friday
ordered the framing of
rioting, arson, and other
charges against former AAP
councillor Tahir Hussain and
others for “prima facie” hatching a conspiracy to target the
people of the "Hindu community" and their properties in
February 2020.
Additional Sessions Judge
Virender Bhat ordered the
framing of charges against
Hussain, Anas, Firoz, Javed,
Gulfam, and Sohaib Alam.
The court ordered the
accused on trial for various
offences punishable under sections, including 120-B (criminal conspiracy), 147 (rioting),

A

148 (Rioting, armed with a
deadly weapon), 427 (Mischief
causing damage to the amount
of fifty rupees or more), 436
(mischief by fire or explosive
substance with intent to destroy
the house, etc.) and 395
(dacoity) of the Indian Penal
Code.
The court further ordered
the framing of charges under
sections 109 (punishment of
abetment) and 114 (abettor
present when the offence is
committed)
against
Hussain.
“It prima-facie appears that
the riotous incident in question
was committed in pursuance to
a well-hatched conspiracy and
after elaborate preparations as
also in the execution of the
well-thought plan,” the judge
said.
He said that the circumstances “nowhere indicated
that it was a spontaneous act”,
but clearly revealed that there
had been “an agreement
between the accused to commit
vandalisation and arson in the
properties belonging to Hindu
community from the building
of Tahir Hussain” and that
elaborate preparation had been
done to execute the
plan.

he first and second year
students at Jamia Millia
T
Islamia (JMI) University may

have to wait for at least two
more months to attend offline
classes as the campus is likely
to fully reopen only after July
15.
JMI Registrar Nazim
Husain Al Jafri said the administration will hold meetings in
the coming days to decide on
the dates for the re-opening.
Meanwhile, online classes will
continue.
The JMI resumed physical
classes for final year postgraduate and final year graduate
students in March, while first
and second-year students and
first year postgraduate students have been taking online
classes.
"The classes for first and
second-year students will likely resume after July 15. We will
be holding meetings from
Monday to fix dates regarding

the reopening," Jafri said.
The two-month summer
vacation for teachers will commence from May 15. During the
first 30 days, half of the teachers will be available and the rest
will be on leave. In the second
half, those completing their
leave will have to work for the
subsequent 30 days, he said.
JMI chief proctor Waseem
Ahmad Khan said deans of various departments have been
asked to prepare date sheets for
undergraduate and postgraduate exams. Students, who took
online classes, will have the
option to take exams online
apart in addition to writing
offline at the campus.
Those attending physical
classes will need to take the
exams offline. "The online
classes will go on normally during the summer vacation. The
date sheet of exams will be out
in the coming days and students will take online exams. If
everything stays alright, we
will resume the classes on after
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National Institutes of Health
(NIH) have developed an optogenetic tool which can help
understand brain disorders like
Alzheimer's disease, depression and schizophrenia.
In a statement, the JMI said
that the tool can study molecular trafficking in neurons and
has been developed by Dr

Tanveer Ahmad, who did his
postdoctoral training at NIH,
before
joining
the
Multidisciplinary Centre for
Advanced Research and Studies
(MCARS) at the varsity as an
assistant professor.
"Understanding the molecular details of these diseases
will help to develop targeted
therapies, in particular viral
and mRNA-based methods,
which are specific to a particular target molecule in the
cells," Ahmad said.

July 15," Khan said.
Following an improvement
in the COVID-19 situation, the
JMI had in February issued a
notification saying the university will reopen in a phased
manner. While the physical
classes for final-year postgrad-

uate students resumed from
March 2, physical classes for
final-year undergraduate students resumed from midMarch. Three dry canteens at
the university were also opened
on March 2 with the permission of the registrar.

esearchers at the Jamia
Millia Islamia (JMI) in colR
laboration with the US
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“The FIR on Singh's complaint has been registered under
sections 452 (house trespass
after preparation for hurt, assault
or wrongful restraint), 392 (robbery), 342 (wrongful confinement), 365 (kidnapping), 295
(injuring or defiling place of worship with intent to insult the religion of any class) and 34 (common intension) of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC) at Janakpuri
police station," said the DCP. As
per the FIR, Singh stated that on
Friday, when he was at home
along with his son, around 8.30
am, someone knocked the door
repeatedly.
"When I opened the door,
some persons entered home and
manhandled me. Some of them
had weapons and they started
asking me where is Tajinder?
When I asked them what they
wanted from Tajinder, they
slapped me,” the FIR stated.

From Page 1
As reported by Live Law, in
the Abdul Kuddus case it was
held by the Supreme Court that
if there had been an order by
the Foreigners Tribunal in
favour of a person determining
the citizenship, the said decision will be binding on subsequent proceedings against the
same person and there cannot
be another proceeding to redetermine the citizenship of the
person, by applying the principle of res judicata. In this
case, the apex court had essentially ruled that a person is not
entitled to go for the second
round of litigation before the
Foreigners Tribunals in spite of
an earlier opinion to the contrary. Meaning thereby, once a
person has been declared as a
foreigner, he cannot go for the
second round of litigation
before the Tribunal, trying to
prove his Indian citizenship.
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Asserting that this was a
"political murder" the Home
Minister said, "I demand a
CBI investigation into the case,"
adding the Union Government
had already demanded a report
on the Friday's incident.
Reminding how the
Calcutta High Court had
ordered a series of CBI investigations taking away cases
from the hand of the State
police in a short span of one
month, Shah said, "This proves
that even the Court has no faith
in the police and the law and
order situation of the State
Even as a large crowd of
saffron workers gathered at
the spot preventing the police
from taking away the body, the
men in uniform had a hard
time to recover the corpse and
sent it for postmortem.
According to family members of the deceased, the dead
person was receiving threats
from the TMC men after the
last year's Assembly elections.

Singhal is a 2000 batch
Indian Administrative Service
(IAS) officer and was posted as
the Deputy Commissioner in
Khunti district earlier during
which the alleged embezzlement
of
the
social
sector
funds
occurred.
A few other locations in
Ranchi, including a hospital,
were also being searched by the
ED officials who were backed
by a security contingent of the
CRPF.
The searches relate to a
money-laundering case in
which former junior engineer
in Jharkhand Government,
Ram Binod Prasad Sinha, was
arrested on June 17, 2020 from
the
North
24
Parganas district of West
Bengal by the ED after he was
booked
under
PMLA.
He and his brother were even
forced to flee their residence,
BJP leader and advocate
Priyanka Tiberwal said, adding
that the party has filed a petition in the court to get
Chowrasia's death considered
as death due to post-poll violence.
"This case should also be
seen as one of post poll violence
… and should be clubbed with
the other cases being investigated by the CBI," she said
adding "Arjun was supposed to
lead a procession of 200 people in a rally of the Union
Home Minister on Friday".
The Central agency has already
been investigating cases related to last year's post-poll violence that saw 57 people killed
and hundreds of houses looted. Reacting strongly to his
comments TMC spokesperson Kunal Ghosh said If Shah
had so much faith in the CBI
then why was he not asking the
agency to arrest Bengal
Opposition Leader Suvendu
Adhikari, one of the prime
accused named in the FIR of
Narada scam.

From Page 1
Dr Balram Bhargava said
there was no definition of Covid
deaths. "Even WHO did not
have any definition for death...
So, we looked at all the data that
we had and we concluded that
95 per cent of the deaths that
occurred after testing positive
for COVID-19 were occurring
in the first four weeks. So a 30day cut-off was given for the
definition of death," he said.
Dr Randeep Guleria also
raised objections to the WHO
report. "I'll give three broad reasons for that. One is that India
has a very robust system of
birth and death registration and
that data are available. WHO
has not used that data. Another
issue is that India has been very
liberal in offering compensation to people who have died
from COVID-19 and that has
been there in a very open
manner, Dr Guleria said.
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In March, India abstained from the UN General Assembly
on a resolution by Ukraine and its allies on the humanitarian
crisis in Ukraine, saying the focus should be on cessation of hostilities and urgent humanitarian assistance and the draft did not
fully reflect New Delhi's expected focus on these challenges.
On March 2, the General Assembly had voted to reaffirm
its commitment to the sovereignty, independence, unity and territorial integrity of Ukraine within its internationally recognized
borders and deplored in the strongest terms Russia's aggression
against Ukraine.
India, along with 34 other nations had abstained from the
resolution, which was adopted with 141 votes in favour and five
Member States voting against.
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An FIR was lodged against Khan and others for alleged grabbing of enemy property and misappropriation of public money
of more than hundreds of crores of rupees.
Khan is presently lodged in Sitapur jail in connection with
a number of cases, including that of land grabbing, lodged against
him in Rampur.
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elhi BJP leader Tajinder Pal
D
Bagga’s father Preetpal
Singh on Friday alleged that
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efending the Punjab
Police’s move, the Aam
D
Aadmi Party (AAP) on Friday
claimed that Delhi BJP leader
Tajinder Pal Bagga was arrested from Delhi by the cops for
trying to stoke communal tension and violence in Punjab.
The party rejected the BJP's
charge of vendetta. The AAP
leaders listed a number of cases
registered against Bagga since
2011 and said he has "a dossier
like a big criminal".
Defending the Punjab
Police's action, AAP MLA
Saurabh Bhardwaj said that
the State police registered a case
against Bagga last month after
the BJP leader, through his
social media posts, "tried to
create communal tension and
incite violence in the State.”
“Because of such statements, the Punjab Police
lodged an FIR and now arrested Bagga. His statements were
communal in nature. A lot of
BJP-linked people were instigating the violence in Patiala,"
Bhardwaj said. The April 1 FIR
was registered under relevant
IPC Sections, including 153-A

(promoting enmity between
different groups on grounds of
religion, race, place, etc.), 505
(whoever makes, publishes or
circulates any statement,
rumour or report) and 506
(criminal intimidation).
Bagga had come under fire
from the AAP, which is the ruling party both in Delhi and
Punjab, for his tweet against
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal over 'The Kashmir
Files' movie.
After Bagga's arrest, the
BJP accused the Punjab Police
of "abducting" him and alleged
that Kejriwal was pursuing
vendetta through the State
police. Launching a counterattack, Bhardwaj said the
Punjab Police arrested Bagga
only after he did not join the
investigation despite five summons.
"There is no vendetta.
The Punjab Police is doing its
work impartially," he said, dismissing the BJP's allegations of
vindictive action as "absolutely wrong". The AAP spokesperson alleged the BJP sees politics and vendetta behind the
arrest of Bagga because it has
been "misusing" State machin-

Punjab Police personnel
punched him in the face and
did not even allow his son to
wear a turban while they were
arresting him.
Preetpal Singh, who said a
group of 10-15 Punjab Police
personnel broke into their
Janakpuri home, was accompanied by Delhi BJP president
Adesh Gupta when he went to
file an FIR, even as Delhi BJP
workers staged a protest outside
the Janakpuri police station and
raised anti-Punjab Police slogans.
Recounting the events of
the morning, Preetpal Singh
said the family, including
Bagga, had finished breakfast at
their West Delhi home when
two Punjab Police personnel
came in.
The two policemen had
visited the family earlier as
well."We offered them tea and
they behaved and talked calmly and Tajinder was sitting
there. A few minutes later, 1015 Punjab Police personnel

broke in. They dragged
Tajinder out and did not allow
him to cover his head.
"When I tried to make a
video of the incident, my
mobile phone was snatched
and I was punched in the face
and forced to sit down,"
Preetpal Singh said after his
son’s arrest.
Bagga’s mother Kamaljeet
Kaur, also spoke to media and
said, “The Punjab Police
arrived early morning and
picked him (Bagga) up from
our home. Tajinder was sleeping. He said he should be
allowed to wear his slippers and
tie his siropa, but they didn’t
allow that.
It is a huge crime to take
a Sikh man away like this
without letting him tie his
siropa. When my husband
tried to shoot the incident
they snatched his phone and
assaulted him too so that he
could not inform anyone. He
was punched in the face. He
called me around 7 am from his
other personal phone and told
me about the incident.”

ery for political gains. "It's
BJP's and not any other political party's modus operandi,"
he charged.
"The BJP has always been
misusing State machinery for
its benefit. When elections are
there, raids by ED and I-T, NIA
summons and arrests by the
police are quite common,"
Bharadwaj said. Since the BJP
has always "intimidated and

threatened" its rivals using the
police and other agencies, it
feels the rest of the parties have
also become like it when "any
work is done impartially", he
added. "If there was a bit of
chance in his (Bagga's) favour,
he approached a lower court,
High Court, tried to get anticipatory bail but he didn't get
any relief from any court," he
added.
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he Delhi Government has
decided to set up a worldT
class medical college in Dwarka
and its admission process will
start from 2025. This will be a
600-bed maternal and child
care hospital equipped with
state-of-the-art facilities and

will be built on the campus of
the Indira Gandhi Hospital in
Dwarka to ensure better infant
care.
According to Delhi Health
Minister Satyendar Jain, the
Arvind Kejriwal Government is
working continuously to provide better health facilities to
citizens and reinforce the pub-

lic health infrastructure. “The
number of beds in Government
hospitals will increase rapidly
in the next few years. We are
also working to expand the
capacity of various hospitals.
The Kejriwal Government is
committed to its goal and is
dedicated to serving the people,
which is why affordable and
quality healthcare is being provided to people of Delhi,” said
Jain.
“The Delhi Government
has decided to set up a medical
college with the Indira Gandhi
Hospital. The campus will be
built in Sector 17, and it will
boost the city's healthcare infrastructure along with helping
Delhi to emerge as a leader in
the field of medical education,”
said Jain. Dr B L Chaudhary,
Director of the hospital, said,
"The country needs good doc-

tors, and keeping this in mind,
opening of a medical school
based on modern technology
and health services in Dwarka
Sector-17 was decided.
This will benefit meritorious students and society as a
whole. Meritorious students
who cannot afford the fees of
private medical colleges will be
able to make their dreams
come true in the medical field
by getting a chance to secure a
seat in this Government medical college."
He added that youngsters
would not have to go abroad
for medical studies. The introduction of various courses in
medical and health sciences is
being considered for the medical college, and the plan is to
complete the construction of
the campus by 2025, the
department said.
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hortly after the BJP’s
Tajinder Pal Bagga was
Sarrested
in Delhi by the Punjab
Police, the party - ruling at the
Centre - launched a full-blown
attack on the Arvind Kejriwalled Aam Aadmi Party (AAP).
From sharing videos and photos of the incident, to alleging
that Bagga’s father was assaulted, tweets poured out on social
media by BJP leaders.
Delhi BJP leaders and
workers, led by State president
Adesh Gupta staged a protest
and raised slogans against
Kejriwal and the Punjab Police
even as police tried to stop
them from moving to the AAP
headquarters on DDU Marg.
Leader of Opposition
Ramvir Singh Bidhuri, Delhi
BJP vice-president Virendra
Sachdeva, Vikram Mittal, party
spokesperson Praveen Kapoor

and many other leaders were
present in the protest. The BJP
leaders alleged that Kejriwal
was pursuing vendetta through
the State police.
Later addressing a press
conference, Delhi BJP leaders,
including Gupta, slammed
Kejriwal and said, “Bagga had
been picked up for unmasking
his lies.” Several BJP workers
also gathered outside a police
station and protested against
the Punjab Police's action.
Gupta said, "It is said that
if you want to see someone's
real face, give that person
power. The real character and
face of Kejriwal has now come
to the fore."
He also alleged that Bagga
was insulted by Punjab Police
personnel as they did not allow
him to wear his turban and
roughed up his father. BJP
leader Manjinder Singh Sirsa
alleged that a Sikh, a reference
to Bagga, has been "insulted"
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he Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) has
T
approved a proposal of the
Delhi Government for increasing the salary of MLAs. Now,
the basic salary of Delhi MLAs
will increase from C12,000 to
C30,000 per month and their
total salar y, including
allowances, will increase to C
90,000 from the current
C54,000.
After receiving suggestions
from the Centre, the Aam
Aadmi
Party
(AAP)
Government will bring a legislation to increase the salary of
MLAs. The proposal was sent
by the Delhi Government in
2015 and was not approved by
the Centre then. According to
AAP MLA Saurabh Bhardwaj,

in 2015 the Kejriwal
Government had proposed to
the MHA that the salary and
allowances of Delhi MLAs
should be at par with those
from other States.
However, the MHA
"restricted the proposal" of the
Delhi Government and capped
the salary to C30,000. But it
permitted an increase in all
allowances which includes the
Constituency Allowance from
C18,000
to
C25,000;
Conveyance Allowance from
C6,000 to 10,000; Telephone
Allowance from C8,000 to C
10,000 and Secretariat
Allowance from C10,000 to
C15,000.
Addressing a press conference, Bhardwaj said that the
revised Bill now needs to be
placed in the Delhi Vidhan
Sabha, passed and notified.

Only after that would the total
salary of Delhi legislators
increase to C90,000.
He further said that other
States are currently paying 1.5
to 2 times higher salaries and
allowances. “The restriction
imposed by the Centre has
ensured that Delhi's MLAs are
among the lowest-earning
MLAs in the country,” he said.
Sharing details of salary of
MLAs from other States,
Bhardwaj said that the MLAs of
Telangana earn C2,50,000;
those in Maharashtra earn
C2,32,000; those from Uttar
Pradesh get C1,87,000;
C1,60,000 in J&K; C1,60,000 in
Uttarakhand; C1,30,000 in
Andhra Pradesh; C1,25,000 in
Himachal Pradesh; C1,25,000
in Rajasthan; C1,17,000 in Goa;
C1,15,000 in Haryana and C
1,14,000
in
Punjab.
Commenting on this drastic
difference, he added, "Despite
the salary of Delhi MLAs being
C12,000 many websites show it
as C2.10 lakh which is completely false.”
“The Bill has been stuck
with the Centre for the last
seven years, from 2015 to 2022.
So for the last seven years, the
salary of the MLAs of the
Delhi Government has been

C12,000. Besides this amount,
they receive a constituency
allowance,
conveyance
allowance, secretariat allowance
and telephone allowance. The
secretariat allowance includes
the rent of the offices of the legislator. The telephone
allowance includes the bill of
the various telephones of the
legislators.
“The
conveyance
allowance is for the legislators
to be able to move around in
their constituency for their
work. The total, after including
all of these allowances, would
add up to C54,000 and this is
what the legislators would
receive.
If you Google the salary of
the legislators for other States
of the country and as well as
those for Delhi, you will be
shocked to see that the search
engine states it to be C2,10,000.
This is the information that you
will get even on Wikipedia,
which is absolutely false,” he
said.
“So, it is clear that the
salary of a legislator in Delhi is
among the lowest in the country. We wanted to highlight this
to the national media, so that
there is no misreporting on this
matter,’” Bhardwaj said.

despite Punjab having a Sikh
Chief Minister in Bhagwant
Mann.
Kejriwal is taking Punjab
back to the politics of 1980s
which was marred by militancy, he said, adding that the BJP
stands with Bagga.
BJP MP Tejasvi Surya,
who last month protested outside Kejriwal’s home over his
remarks on the movie ‘The
Kashmir Files, on Friday tweeted: “Have spoken with
@TajinderBagga’s mother.
Assured her that entire
organisation is with them in
this hour of oppression. BJYM
will do everything in our
capacity to bring Bagga back to
safety & liberty. “We will fight
back! @ArvindKejriwal, you
have messed with the wrong
guys,” he said.
“Arvind Kejriwal’s brazen
misuse of Punjab Police to target political opponents is not
unexpected. He had been rag-

ing for this. But this won’t go
down well. We will fight to
secure every single karyakarta of ours and ensure that
Kejriwal learns how to handle
power the hard way,” BJP social
media head Amit Malviya
wrote.
Tagging Bhagwant Mann,
Sirsa, who had a couple of
months ago shifted from the
Akali Dal to the BJP, tweeted
in Hindi: “In Punjab, goons,
mafia are killing openly, youth
are dying due to drugs and the
Punjab Police is being used for
revenge politics in Delhi. Don't
defame Sikhs like this
@BhagwantMann
ji
#iStandWithTajinderBagga”.
Another Delhi BJP leader,
Nupur Sharma, cited a court
ruling to say that police from
another State must inform the
local police before making any
arrest. Punjab Police's action,
she said, was illegal as it did not
inform its Delhi counterparts.
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he JNU Vice Chancellor
T
has declared the varsity
campus "out of bounds" for a
former JNUSU President
because of her "undesirable
activities" after she participated in a strike by contractual
workers.
In an order issued on
Thursday, JNU Chief Proctor
Rajnish Kumar Mishra said: "In
view of the undesirable activities of Sucheta De, an ex-student of School of Social
Sciences of the University, the
Vice-Chancellor in exercise of
her powers vested in her under
Statute 32 of the Statutes of the

University, has ordered that the
entire JNU Campus is declared
out of bounds with immediate
effect.
"The order also mentioned
anyone giving shelter to
Sucheta De -- who is also All
India Central Council of Trade
Unions (AICCTU) National
Vice President -- in any premises of the university will invite
strict disciplinary action against
himself/herself De termed the
order completely "arbitrary"
and a curtailment of her freedom to move within the country. The contractual workers
are on an indefinite sit-in on
the campus against denial of
wages for three months.

The protests, which began
on Wednesday, are being supported by JNUSU and AICCTU. De, who was the JNUSU
President in 2012 from the All
India Students' Association
(AISA), a left wing student
group, also participated in the
protest, but on Friday she was
barred from entering the campus.
"When I was entering the
campus to participate in the sitin by workers on Friday, I was
stopped by Security guards led
by
security
officer
Suryaprakash. It is completely
against the law to prevent a
trade union leader from coming to any workplace to organ-

ise workers," she said.
De said that the order has
been issued against her to stifle the voice of contractual
workers. "Contractual workers of JNU are being made to
work without pay for months.
This is nothing but a violation
of Payment of Wages Act and
constitutes bonded labour," she
said
"Despite repeated intimations by the union and workers, the JNU administration has
allowed such violation to happen continuously,” she said.
“The workers started their agitation on May 4 when they
were again denied payment
for three months,” she added.
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elhi recorded 1,656 Covid19 cases on Friday, highest
D
since February 4. However,
there was zero fatality due to the
infection while the positivity
rate stood at 5.39 per cent.
According to data shared by
city health department, a total
of 30,709 tests for the detection
of coronavirus were conducted
in city a day before. With the
new cases, the national capital's
overall COVID-19 infection
tally rose to 18,91,425, while
death toll stood at 26,177, data
showed.
The national capital had
recorded 1,365 COVID-19 cases
and zero fatality due to the
infection on Thursday, while
positivity rate had stood at 6.35
per cent.
Delhi had reported 1,354
cases with a positivity rate of
7.64 per cent and one fatality
due to disease on Wednesday.
On Tuesday, it reported 1,414
cases with a positivity rate of
5.97 per cent and one death due
to disease. There are 6,096
active cases in national capital,
up from 5,746 previous day.

he Delhi Pharmaceutical
Sciences and Research
T
University (DPSRU) in its
The number of containment zones has risen to 1,597
from 1,473 on Thursday,
according to the latest health
bulletin.
The hospitalisation rate has
so far been low, accounting for
less than three per cent of total
number of active cases, it stated.
Currently, 200 COVID-19
patients are admitted in Delhi
hospitals, while 4,269 are recuperating in home isolation, the
bulletin stated. Of 9,590 beds for
COVID-19 patients in various
hospitals, only 200 (2.09 per
cent) are occupied, it stated.
The spurt in COVID-19
cases and the test positivity
rate in Delhi over last few weeks
does not suggest onset of a new
wave, but people should keep
basic mitigation measures in
place to prevent spread of infection, experts have said.
Delhi Health Minister
Satyendar Jain had last week
said COVID-19 cases have
increased in capital but the situation was not serious as people were not developing severe
disease and hospitalisation rate
was low.

study found that over 92 per
cent of COVID-19 patients
who attended yoga classes
while in home-isolation witnessed immediate improvement in overall symptoms.
At least 88.9 per cent of them
said they found improvement
in breathing issues after they
started attending the sessions,
the study claimed.
The study also showed
that majority of patients
showed improvements within
5 to 7 days. “Only 21% patients
were taking drugs for COVID
during this period. Most of the
infected admitted that by
doing yoga, they got relief
from symptoms like cough,
cold, body ache, sleeplessness,
breathlessness,” it said.
The Delhi Government
has been offering free online
yoga classes to Covid patients
recuperating in home-isolation. "The findings of the
impact study on COVID-19
patients show that people have
accepted our initiative to make
yoga a part of everyday life
wholeheartedly. During Covid,
patients needed a healing

touch to recover fast physically
as well as psychologically.
Most of the patients were suffering from a feeling of loneliness during isolation, and our
yoga instructors became their
companions during that time,"
Delhi Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia said.
The minister added that
providing customised yoga
classes to COVID-19 patients
was an extended component
of Arvind Kejriwal government's initiative "Dilli Ki
Yogshala", and more than
4,600 patients reaped the benefit of this.
DPSRU Vice-Chancellor
Ramesh K Goyal claimed that
patients got relief from
COVID-19 symptoms like
cough, cold, breathlessness
etc within five-seven days
days of attending classes.
"I attended online classes
while I was infected. I had a
tremendous experience during
these classes. The instructor
not only assisted me in doing
yoga but also checked my
sleeping patterns and advised
me on that. I had an issue of
hypertension, which was also
taken care of by instructor.
Now, yoga has become a part
of my routine," said 57-yearold Narayan Kinarkar, a resident of Mahipalpur.
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ttacking the Centre over
the WHO's estimation that
A
India had 4.7 million (47 lakh)
Covid-related deaths, the
Congress on Friday reiterated
its demand that a commission
be formed with members from
all parties to ascertain the
number of fatalities. It also said
that Rs 4 lakh compensation be
paid to families of all the victims.
Several Congress leaders,
including former president
Rahul Gandhi, spoke on the
issue, accusing the government of "under-reporting"
Covid deaths and asking if it
was a way to "escape" paying
compensation to the families of
the deceased. "47 lakh Indians
died due to the Covid pandemic. NOT 4.8 lakh as
claimed by the Govt. Science
doesn't LIE. Modi does,” Rahul
Gandhi said in a Twitter post,
"Respect families who've
lost loved ones. Support them
with the mandated ?4 lakh
compensation," he added.
The WHO on Thursday
stated that 14.9 million (one

million=10 lakhs) people were
killed either by COVID-19
directly or due to the pandemic's impact on health systems and society. According to
the report, there were 4.7 million Covid deaths in India,
which is 10 times the official
figure and almost a third of
Covid deaths globally.
During the Covid tragedy,
said Congress general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, when
crores of people were pleading
for oxygen, medicines and
hospital beds for their families,
the government was focussing
on "juggling" figures.
"The people of the country
should know what the truth is,"

she said in a tweet in Hindi.
Congress spokesperson
Gourav Vallabh added that
the Modi government has let
India down on the world stage
once again.
He asserted that a Covid
commission is long overdue
and asked "when the government will come out of its
slumber". "When will the Modi
government respect the
deceased by paying Rs 4 lakh
COVID compensation," he
asked at a press conference at
the AICC headquarters here.
"The mismanagement of
the Covid pandemic by the BJP
government is not hidden from
anyone. The apathetic attitude

has been evident all along. The
nation saw people gasping for
oxygen during the second
wave. The world saw the Modi
management style when thousands of bodies were floating
in the Ganga," Vallabh said.
While the Modi government has been "chest thumping" over its Covid management, the reality is far harsher than what the Centre wants
us to believe, he said. "A big
expose by the WHO has
exposed the death tolls in
India due to Covid between 1st
Januar y 2020 and 31st
December 2021. As per government data, there has been
only 5.24 lakh deaths due to
COVID-19 in India so far," he
said, pointing to the figures in
the WHO report.
The government must
accept its "mismanagement" of
the pandemic, Vallabh said,
posing a series of questions.
"When the BJP claims of
putting India on the world
stage, is this the way we
Indians want to see our country being mentioned on the
world stage?" the Congress
spokesperson asked.
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ccusing former Congress
chief Rahul Gandhi of
A
doing politics over COVID-19
deaths, the BJP on Friday
alleged that the WHO's data
and Congress' "beta" (son) are
wrong.
BJP spokesperson Sambit
Patra said the World Health
Organisation's
(WHO)
methodology to calculate estimated deaths in India due to
the virus is "flawed" and "imaginary" and the Indian government had conveyed its objections to the organisation.
Rahul has tried repeatedly to lower Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's image since
2014 and has in the process
lowered India's image, Patra
said adding India has a robust
mechanism for birth and death
registration under the
Registrar General of India,
"The WHO's data and the
Congress' beta are wrong," he
alleged, saying Rahul should
not "demoralise" India.
Referring to the WHO
report that claimed there were

4.7 million Covid deaths in
India, Rahul said, "Science
does not lie, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi does.”
He had also demanded
that the government should
support the families that have
lost loved ones by giving them
the mandated Rs four lakh
compensation.
Patra said the entire world
believes that the way India
fought the pandemic under
Modi's leadership is an example for others, and it is very sad
to do politics over death figures. India dealt with the disease better than many developed countries, he claimed.
India fought as one against
the pandemic without any distinction between BJP-ruled
states or those ruled by opposition parties, he said.
Criticising the WHO
methodology, he said its data
was incorrect and added that
even the global body has
acknowledged its sources were
not verified. India has made it
clear from time to time that it
does not believe in the mathematical model of the organisation, he added.
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he Supreme Court on
Friday referred to a fivejudge Constitution bench the
dispute between the Centre
and the Delhi Government
over control of services in the
national capital for an “authoritative pronouncement” on the
issue.
The bench comprising
Chief Justice NV Ramana and
Justices Surya Kant and Hima
Kohli, however, said all other
issues, except the issue of control over services, had been
“elaborately dealt with'' by the
previous Constitution bench in
2018 and they will not be
revisited.
“Subject to the provisions
of the Constitution and Article
239AA (which deals with
Delhi's power) of the
Constitution and considering
the Constitution bench judgement (of 2018), it appears that
all the issues except the one
pending consideration before
this bench have been elabo-

T

rately dealt with therefore, we
do not deem it necessary to
revisit the issues that already
stand settled,” the CJI said
while reading out the operative
portion of the verdict.
The limited issue that has
been referred to this bench
relates to the scope of legislative and executive powers of the
Centre and the Delhi government with respect to the terms
of services, the verdict said.
“The Constitution bench of this
court while interpreting Article
239AA of the Constitution did
not find any occasion to specifically interpret the dispute
herein ...We therefore deem it
appropriate to refer the above
limited question for an authoritative pronouncement by the
Constitution bench,” it said.
“We are listing it on
Wednesday. Please, do not ask
for any adjournment (on May
11),” the CJI said. The bench
had reserved its order on April
28 on the Centre's submission
that the dispute over the control over services be referred to
a five-judge bench, a plea
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ndia and Italy on Friday
reviewed the entire specItrum
of their bilateral ties and

which was strongly opposed by
the
AAP-led
Delhi
Government.
The plea by the Delhi government arises out of a split
verdict of February 14, 2019, in
which, a two judge-bench of
Justices AK Sikri and Bhushan,
both retired since had recommended to the Chief Justice of
India that a three-judge bench
be set up to finally decide the
issue of control of services in
the national capital in view of
its split verdict. Justice
Bhushan had ruled the Delhi
Government had no power at
all over administrative services. Justice Sikri, however,

made a distinction. He said the
transfer or posting of officers in
top echelons of the bureaucracy (joint director and above)
can only be done by the Central
government and the view of the
Lieutenant governor would
prevail in case of a difference of
opinion on matters relating to
other bureaucrats.
In the 2018 judgment, a
five-judge Constitution bench
had unanimously held that the
Lieutenant Governor of Delhi
is bound by the “aid and
advice” of the elected government, and both needed to
work harmoniously with each
other.

strategic partnership during
talks between External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar and his
visiting counterpart Luigi Di
Maio. He was on a three-day
visit to India starting May
four.
In the context of recent
geopolitical developments, the
two ministers exchanged
views on regional and global
issues of mutual interests
including
Ukraine,
Afghanistan and Indo-Pacific
and cooperation in multilateral forum including G-20.
On Ukraine, the two
Ministers expressed their concern on the ongoing humanitarian crisis and called for an
immediate cessation of hostilities. They also underlined the
importance to safeguard the
international order based on
the UN Charter, with special
regard to the respect of sovereignty and territorial integrity,
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he Supreme Court on
Friday asked BJP leader
T
Subramanian Swamy to intervene in a suo motu petition on
remediation of polluted rivers
instead of pursuing his PIL on
cleanliness of river Yamuna. A
bench of Justices DY
Chandrachud and Surya Kant
told Swamy, who has moved a
PIL seeking to construct a parallel channel/canal alongside
the river Yamuna in Delhi,
which would collect the sewage
and untreated water and divert
it, that there is already a suo
motu petition pending before
the court.

Justice Chandrachud told
Swamy it would be appropriate
if he files an intervention application in the said petition
instead of pursuing a fresh
petition. “We have issued a
notice in the suo motu petition.
We are seized of the matter. You
can intervene in that matter. In
fact, we would like to have your
assistance in that matter”
Justice Chandrachud said.
Swamy agreed to the suggestion and urged the court to
pass a direction in this regard.
The bench then passed the
order and asked Swamy to
keep track of a matter related
to cleaning or river Yamuna
which is pending before the
National Green Tribunal.
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he Supreme Court
Collegium headed by Chief
Justice of India (CJI) NV
Ramana has recommended to
the Centre 15 names of judicial
officers and advocates for
appointment as Judges in the
High Courts of Delhi, Patna,
and Andhra Pradesh. In three
separate Collegium resolutions,
uploaded on Friday on the
Supreme Court website, seven
practicing advocates have been
recommended for appointment as judges in the Delhi
high court. Similarly, the Patna
High Court is also set to get

T

seven judges who will be elevated from the lower judiciary.
One advocate will be made a
judge in the Andhra Pradesh
High Court if the Centre agrees
to the recommendation. The
lawyers whose names have
been proposed for Delhi High
Court are -- Vikas Mahajan,
Tushar Rao Gedela, Manmeet
Pritam Singh Arora, Sachin
Datta, Amit Mahajan, Gaurang
Kanth, and Saurabh Banerjee.
The Delhi High Court has a
sanctioned strength of 60
judges.
In another decision, the
Collegium in its meeting held
on May 4, 2022, also approved
the proposal for the elevation
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onventional
nonbiodegradable plastic
mulching film inhibits weed
growth, reduces evaporation
from the soil and decreases
run-off due to rainfall.
However, mulching film can
leave large quantities of
microplastic in the agricultural soil, according to a study by
Toxics Links. Microplastics are
tiny plastic materials less than
5 mm in diameter and are
regarded as a major source of
plastic pollution in the environment.
The researchers from NGO
Toxics Link tested soil samples
in agricultural belts in
Karnataka and Maharashtra

C

under the study titled “Plastic
Mulching: Microplastics in
Agricultural Soils” and found
tiny plastic particles at various
depths, indicating soil contamination due to the rampant use
of plastic mulch sheets.
A total of 30 samples were
collected from mulched and unmulched fields and dumpsites - areas being used by farmers to
dump used plastic sheets, other
plastic waste and waste material -- from varying depth in the
selected regions.
The soil samples were tested at the Manipal Academy of
Higher Education and
microplastics were detected in
all of them.The abundance of
microplastics in the mulched
soil samples was much higher
than the un-mulched soil sam-

ples. This clearly points towards
a possible contamination of
soil due to the usage of plastic
mulch sheets, the report read.
The highest microplastic
contamination -- 87.57 pieces
per kg of soil -- was found at a
dumpsite in Maharashtra. This
was almost double the abundance in mulched soil, indicating that plastic mulch sheets
dumped around the agriculture
area cause pollution, the
researchers said.
In case of all mulched soil
samples, the highest concentration of microplastics — 40.46
pieces per kg of soil — was
found at a depth of 15 cm in
Badgaon in Maharashtra,
whereas the lowest concentration of 8.45 pieces per kg of soil
was found at a depth of 30 cm

in Khanapur in Karnataka.
Among all un-mulched
sites, Aurnol in Maharashtra
recorded the highest concentration (20.54 pieces per kg) of
microplastics at a depth of 15
cm, while Hukkeri in Karnataka
had the lowest concentration
(2.83 pieces per kg) at the same
depth.“Use of plastic in modern
agriculture is jeopardising the
overall sustainability of our
ecosystem. The plastic used for
mulching is relatively thin, and
the removal and recycling of
these plastic films from the
agricultural field is labour intensive, costly, and challenging.
“Consequently, it remains in
the field or is dumped nearby
and ultimately disintegrates into
micro-particles (microplastics),
accumulating in the soil.

of the seven Judicial Officers as
Judges in the Patna High
Court. The name of the judicial
officers includes --Shailendra
Singh, Arun Kumar Jha,
Jitendra Kumar, Alok Kumar
Pandey, Sunil Dutta Mishra,
Chandra Prakash Singh, and
Chandra Shekhar Jha. Besides
this, the Collegium also
approved the proposal for the
elevation of advocate Mehabub
Subhani Shaik as Judge in the
Andhra Pradesh High Court.
Besides Chief Justice
Ramana, Justices UU Lalit and
AM Khanwilkar are part of the
three-member Collegium
which takes decisions with
regard to High Court judges.

a joint press statement issued
after the meeting said.
The two sides also
reviewed the progress in implementation of the 2020-2024
Action Plan adopted at the virtual summit in November,
2020.
They welcomed the growing bilateral trade and investment linkages and agreed to
expand them in new areas of
common interest.
They also discussed the
implementation of the IndiaItaly Strategic Partnership on
Energy Transition announced

last year during Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's visit to Italy
and agreed to explore partnerships in areas such as gas
transportation, green hydrogen, bio fuels and energy storage, the joint press statement
said.
In addition, they agreed to
jointly organize an India Italy Technology Summit on
Energy Transition and Circular
Economy, to be held in Delhi
on 17 November 2022.
The two leaders noted the
potential for a closer industrial collaboration, including in

the field of defence. They reiterated their commitment to
closely work in countering
common challenges related to
terrorism, violent extremism
and cyber crime.
Di Maio also had a meeting with Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal and co-chaired a business round-table which saw
participation of top business
leaders particularly in the energy, defence, sustainable mobility, and infrastructure sectors.Earlier during his visit, the
Italian Minister visited
Bengaluru on May five where
he met Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj Bommai
and inaugurated the premises
of the new Consulate General
of the Italian Republic.
He also visited the Indian
Space Research Organisation
and the Indian Institute of
Science along with their Italian
counterparts, the Italian Space
Agency
and
Elettra
Sinctrotrone Trieste, with
which scientific partnerships
and joint projects are being
developed.

3620_d[[bd_PXa[X]TbU^aST]hX]V
Q^PaSX]Vc^U[hTabaT_^acX]V^]cX\T
?=BQ =4F34;78

he Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA)
T
on Friday pulled up airlines
for denying boarding to flyers
who have reported for their
flights on time. DGCA stated
that it has noticed that various
airlines have been denying
boarding to passengers holding confirmed tickets for a
flight, even though they have
presented themselves for
boarding within the time
specified by the airline.
Sources alleged that
Indian carriers have been
overbooking their flights as
COVID-19 cases are receding,
and when the number of passengers exceed the number of
seats in the aircraft, the air-

lines do not take them onboard.
"It has come to the notice
that various airlines are denying boarding to passengers
holding confirmed tickets on
a flight, although they have
presented themselves for
boarding within the time
specified by the airline. This
practice is extremely unfair to
the passengers and brings a
bad name to the aviation
industry," wrote DGCA in
official communication.
DCGA explained that to
address such a situation, it had
issued CAR Sections 3, Series
M, Part IV on "Facilities to be
provided to passengers by airlines due to denied boarding,
cancellation of flights and
delays in flights."

"The CAR (civil aviation
requirement) lays down the
m i n i m u m
compensation/facilities to be
provided to a passenger in a
situation when they are subjected to denied boarding,
cancellation or delay in flight,"
it added. To address such a situation, the DGCA had in
2010 issued a regulation that
specified minimum compensation and facilities airlines
must give to passengers who
have been subjected to
"denied boarding, cancellation
or delay in flight", it said.
The DGCA directed the
airlines to comply with the
2010 regulation at the earliest
opportunity available, preferably at the airport, if the passenger has reported on time.
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total fertility rate (TFR)
has declined from 2.2 chilIdrenndia’s
in 2015-16 to 2 children
per woman now while the
prevalence of overweight or
obesity among men and
women, which could be an
indicator to the prevalence of
non-communicable diseases
(NCD), has increased roughly
around three to four percentage points during 2019-21
compared to the levels reported in 2015-16.
These are the data available
from the latest edition of the
National Family Health Survey
(NFHS) released on Thursday.

The TFR is currently below
the replacement level of fertility of 2.1 children per woman.
According to the report,
the median age at first birth
among women aged 25-49 is
21.2 years, and around seven
per cent of women aged 15-19
have begun childbearing,
which is just a one per cent
decline from 2015-16. About
one-fourths (23 per cent) of
currently married women aged
15-49 want to have another
child, the NFHS noted.
The TFR ranges from 1.1
children per woman in Sikkim
to 3 children per woman in
Bihar. Thirty-one states and
union territories, including all
the states in the south region,

the west region, and the north
region have fertility below the
replacement level of 2.1 children per woman, the NFHS
showed.
Between 1992-93 and
2019-21, the TFR declined
from 3.4 children to 2.0 children. The TFR among women
in rural areas has declined
from 3.7 children in 1992-93 to
2.1 children in 2019-21.
The corresponding decline
among women in urban areas
was from 2.7 children in 199293 to 1.6 children in 2019-21.
In all NFHS surveys, irrespective of place of residence, the
fertility rate peaks at age 20-24,
after which it declines steadily.Among the religious groups,

the median birth interval is the
lowest among Hindus (32.3
months) and the highest
among Jains (48.2 months).
The NFHS also indicated
that institutional births have
increased from 79 per cent to
89 per cent in India. In rural
areas, 87 per cent births are
being delivered in institutions,
while this number is higher for
urban areas at 94 percent.
Regarding consumption of
alcohol, only one per cent of
women in India drink alcohol
compared with 22 percent of
men, while 39 per cent of men
and 4 percent of women aged
between 15 and 49 years use
some form of tobacco, according to the report.
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hree terrorists belonging to
a pro-Pakistan Hizbul
Mujahideen outfit including
one of the most wanted and
longest surviving terrorist commander was neutralised by the
joint team of security forces at
Sirchan top area of Anantnag
district on Friday.
The cordon and search
operation was launched in the
general area after receiving
inputs about the presence of terrorists in the area. The information was extracted by the
security forces during an interrogation of an arrested terrorist hailing from Kokernag area
of Anantnag on May 5.
During one such anti-ter-

T

rorist operation launched by the
police and 3 RR in the forest
area of Sirchan Top (East of
Batkoot Pahalgam) area of
Anantnag the hiding terrorists
opened fire on the security
forces leading to an encounter
in the area in which all three
were neutralised.
According to a police
spokesman the slain terrorists
have been identified as Mohd
Ashraf Khan @Ashraf
Molvi/Mansoor ul Haq, Mohd
Rafiq Drangay and Roshan
Zameer Tantray @Aqib.
Inspector General of Police,
Kashmir range Vijay Kumar
termed this operation as a major
success as the site of operation
is close to Yatra route which
indicates that the killed terrorists were eyeing to target
Amarnath Yatra-2022.
As per police records, the
killed terrorist Mohd Ashraf
Khan was the oldest surviving
terrorist of Hizbul Mujahideen
and figured among the list of
most wanted terrorists after
recycling in year 2013.
Police spokesman added,
"Mohd Ashraf had a long history of terror crime cases which

"S^iT]cTaa^acaPX]X]VRP\_b
PRcXeTPRa^bb;^2);c6T]TaP[
?=BQ 90<<D

orthern Army commander
Lieutenant-General
N
Upendra Dwivedi on Friday

included attacks on several
security personnel and civilians.
Ashraf was also well trained in
fabricating and planting of IEDs
as he had crossed over to PoK
in year 1999 to get illegal arms
training and join terror folds. He
was also instrumental in reviving the terror folds of Hizbul
Mujahideen in Anantnag by
recruiting the gullible youth
into terror folds. Moreover, on
his directions terrorists killed
Sarpanch Ghulam Rasool Dar
and his wife Jawahara Begum at
Lal Chowk Anantnag on

09/08/2021.
According to police records,
HM terrorist Roshan Zameer
Tantray was active since year
2018 and involved in several terror crime cases including
killings of Mohd Saleem Dar
resident of Larkipora, Fatehpora
Anantnag on 02/04/2020, ASI
Mohammad Ashraf near Police
Station
Bijbehara
on
22/12/2021, HC Ali Mohd
Ganie at Hasanpora Tabeela
on 29/01/2022. He was also
involved in killing of a truck driver namely Narayan Dutt resi-

dent of Sara Kotla Katra Reasi
who was loading apples in his
truck bearing registration No.
JK02AQ-6571 at Fruit Mandi
Kanalwan.The third terrorist
identified as Mohd Rafiq
Drangay was also active since
year 2019 and involved in several terror crime cases including killings of ASI Mohammad
Ashraf near Police Station
Bijbehara on 22/12/2021 and
HC Ali Mohd Ganie at
Hasanpora Tabeela on
29/01/2022, police spokesman
added.
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n order to augment power
supply and infrastructure,
the Uttar Pradesh Government
has prepared an action plan for
setting up 80 new power substations of higher capacity to
ensure uninterrupted supply of
electricity. In addition, 2.67
crore pre-paid smart meters
will be installed across the
state.
Being the most populous
state of the country, there is a
continuous surge in the
demand for electricity in Uttar
Pradesh. To meet the growing
demand and provide uninterrupted power supply, the Yogi
Adityanath government is constantly making efforts towards
augmenting the infrastructure.
The state government has
planned to set up 80 new grid
power sub-stations which
include two of 756 kV, six of
400 kV, 24 of 220 kV and 48 of
132 kV capacities in the next
five years. This will make a total
of 173 major sub-stations in the
state which will benefit about
30 lakh consumers.
The aggregate technical

I

and commercial (AT & C)
losses are targeted to be
brought down to 16.38 per cent
by the end of the financial year
2024-25.
Along with this, the government will install 2.67 crore
pre-paid smart meters in the
next five years. This will
depend on the availability of
meters. By the end of the
financial year 2024-25, 593
sub-stations of 33/11 kV will be
set up for power distribution.
Significantly, the government
has made arrangements for
timely repair, replacement and
load balance of transformers
for uninterrupted supply of
electricity.
The electricity demand of
the state has suddenly
increased and reached about
22,500 megawatt. Despite this,
the Uttar Pradesh Power
Corporation Limited is making
efforts on a war footing to provide uninterrupted power supply in the state.
For this, work is being
done for restoring the thermal
power generation units which
are closed for technical or any
other reasons.
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he Uttar Pradesh power
engineers and consumers
T
organisations have opposed
the Union Energy Ministry
for allowing coal import, alleging that the policy will ruin the
power sector.
They said with the price of
coal in the international market ruling above 140 US dollar
per metric ton, the price of the
electricity generated from
imported coal will be unaffordable as it will not be less
then Rs 12 per unit.
Alarmed by the sharp
surge in the demand for electricity by over 20 per cent in
energy terms, the Union
Energy on Thursday ordered
all imported coal based power
plants to operate at full capacity. Looking at the emergency
situation, the ministry directed all states and all generating
companies based on domestic

he raids carried out by
food inspectors in the disT
tricts of Kozhikode and
Thiruvanant-hapuram in various eateries during the last 24
hours has sent shocking findings. The officials seized 150 kg
stale and non-consumable
meat from various shops in
Thiruvananthapuram meant
to be served as shavarma and
Arabian food items.
In Thiruvananthapuram,
a lady was aghast to see carcass
of a snake in a plate of parotha
and beef ordered by her from
Hotel Shalimar, a popular
eatery in the city suburbs. The
raids were a fall out of her complaint. “The less we speak
about the situation in
Kasaragod, Kannur and
Kozhikode, the better,” said a
food inspector working in
Northern Kerala. The food
inspection department is handicapped by severe shortage of
staff while the inspectors are

supposedto examine the food
being served. “We do not have
the mandate to seize the food
as that responsibility lies with
food inspectors. Moreover, the
department of food safety does
not have modern gadgets to
analyze the quality of foods
seized from the eateries,” said
an inspector in the capital city.
The controversy over the
quality of food served in the
eateries eruoted on Friday with
the death of a 16-year-old
school girl at Kasaragod who
succumbed to food poisoning
following consumption of
shavarma. More than 50 children are undergoing treatment
in various hospitals in the district for food poisoning.
Kerala Hotels and
Restaurants Association
General Secretary G Jayapal,
said that the shortcomings
were due to the absence of a
food policy in the State. “We
have been requesting the
Government not to allow functioning of unauthorized eater-

ies in the State. But the
Government remains indifferent to this plea,” said Jayapal.
There are more unauthorized
eateries than those with licenses, he said. He also pointed out
the grey areas in the law which
does not allow sale of old
foods. “But the eateries could
store the left overs of the day in
a freezer or refrigerator. The
shavarma and Chinese food
sold by these eateries are not
made as per the standards prescribed by the food department. There is a difference in
the style of cooking in Arab
countries, China and in India.
These issues have not been
taken into account till date,”
said Jayapal.
The quality of food served
even in eateries with license
need a lot of improvement, said
Sujith Attassery, a renowned
chef. Travelers planning to visit
Kerala are advised to be vigilant
about the kind of food they
consume, warns Dr Madhu, a
Government physician.

coal to import at least 10 per
cent of their requirement of
coal for blending.
The inability of Coal India
Limited to meet the coal
requirement of the National
Thermal Power Corporation
(NTPC), state-owned power
generation companies and
independent power plants has
forced the Centre to go for coal
import. Against the total
requirement of over six crore
metric tons of coal per annum,
the production by CIL is at the
same level.
An official order of the
Energy ministry read, “The
demand for power has gone up
by almost 20 per cent in energy terms. The supply of domestic coal has increased but the
increase in the supply is not
sufficient to meet the increased
demand for power. This is
leading to load shedding in different areas. Because of the
mismatch between the daily

consumption of coal for power
generation and the daily receipt
of coal at the power plants, the
stocks of coal at the power
plants
have
been
declining at a worrisome
rate.”
The international price of
coal has gone up unprecedentedly. It is currently around 140
US dollars per metric ton. As
a result of this, the import of
coal for blending, which was of
the order of 37 million tons in
2015-16 has gone down, leading to more pressure on domestic coal.
The imported coal-based
power generation capacity is
around 17,600 megawatt and it
is entirely in the private sector.
The power purchase agreements (PPAs) for imported
coal-based plants do not have
adequate provision for passthrough of the entire increase
in the international coal
price.

of February 2021, Lt-Gen
Dwivedi said it has been working ‘well’ since February 2021.
He said that the counter
infiltration grid is very foolproof.We have made sure that
all reserve troops were put in
the second tier of defence so
that no infiltration takes place,”
he said.
“In the last twelve months,
to say so, the number of ceasefire violations has been very
limited — only one to three
CFVs took place,” he said.
Expressing concern over
radicalisation, he said that
teenagers are being recruited
increasingly and it is a matter
of concern for all.
“They are being educated
to get rid of radicalisation being
infused in them by Pakistan.
After the abrogation of article
370, there is a change,” he
said.
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claimed that around three
dozen terrorist training camps
still remain active across the line
of control in Jammu and
Kashmir. He also maintained
the number of terrorists staged
across the Indo-Pak border are
approximately 200 adding they
are waiting across (LoC) to be
launched to this side. He
blamed Pakistan army for sustaining the terror infrastructure
and said that “the complicity of
Pakistan
army
and its agencies cannot be
denied”.
Lt-Gen Upendra Dwivedi
said, "There are six major terrorist camps and 29 minor
camps which remain active
across the LoC. There are few

'temporary' launching pads that
are also located close to the military establishments". He, however, maintained that infiltration
is
drastically
down.
Sharing recent assessment
about the prevailign security
situation across Jammu and
Kashmir, the Army commander said, "that there are 40 to 50
local terrorists currently operating in the hinterland besides
foreign terrorists, whose number cannot be determined".
“We have neutralized 21
foreign terrorists till now. It
shows that support for sheltering terrorists is dwindling with
each passing day,” he said.
Lt-Gen Dwivedi also
claimed the local terrorists who
were neutralized were very
poorly trained and armed with
just pistols. Referring to the
ongoing ceasefire agreement

n a shocking incident, a man
brutally hacked her daughter
to death as she was adamant
about marrying a youth of her
choice.
The sensational ‘honour’
killing took place in
Gurbakshganj area of Rae
Bareli district when the girl
confronted her father over her
love affair on Friday morning.
Surprisingly, the father sat by
the side of the body till the
family members and local
police arrived at the crime
scene. The cops later arrested
the man and sent the body for
post-mortem.
Reports said that one Jyoti
(15), a resident of Kurmiyamau
locality of Gurbakshganj police
station area in Rae Bareli had
passed Class 8 from Adarsh
Shiksha Niketan last year. She
was having an affair with a
local youth to which her family was opposed. Her father,
Vijay Kumar, had warned her
several times and asked her to
stop meeting the youth or be
ready to face the consequences
of defaming the entire family.
The situation took an ugly

turn on Friday morning when
Vijay Kumar was working in
his fields. When Jyoti went to
the field to give food to her
father, she told him that she
needed her Aadhaar card and
asked him to give it to her
immediately.
When Vijay Kumar asked
the reason, Jyoti said that she
needed it as she wanted to
marry her lover in the court.
This annoyed Vijay Kumar
and he abused his daughter but
when she confronted him and
asked him to immediately
hand over her Aadhaar card,
Kumar brutally killed his
daughter by slitting her throat
with a knife.
According to the villagers,
even before this, the father had
tried to convince his daughter
many times against having an
affair with the youth but she
did not agree.
The mother gave a complaint to the police. The police
arrested Vijay Kumar and sent
him to jail.
Meanwhile in Bidhuna
area of Auraiya district, a Class
7 student going to school on a
bicycle was crushed to death by
a tractor on Friday morning.

The deceased student was
the only adopted child of her
parents.
According to police,
Mansi, the 12-year-old daughter of Prabal Pratap Singh
Kushwaha, resident of
Dibiyapur Road, was going by
bicycle to attend her classes at
Holy Child School at around
7:45 am on Friday. She had just
reached near the State Bank of
India branch on the feeder
road when a speeding tractortrolley laden with earth coming from the front hit her. After
hitting her, the wheel of the
tractor-trolley went over the
girl's head, killing her on the
spot. The locals informed the
police about the incident after
which the cops reached the
spot and nabbed the driver.
The tractor-trolley was also
seized by the police.
A case was registered in
this regard and the body was
sent for post-mortem.
According to reports, Prabal
Pratap Singh, originally a resident of Rooppur Sahar village,
had no children so he adopted his younger Yogendra
Pratap Singh's daughter Mansi
after she was born.
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iving out a strong message
of social harmony and
G
togetherness, Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath had lunch at a
Dalit’s house in Ayodhya on
Friday.
The Begumpura slum in
Devkali ward of Ayodhya was
abuzz with activities since
morning. The Dalit family of
Maniram had spring in their
feet because Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath was about to
visit them for lunch.

Basanti, wife of Maniram,
said that she cooked dal, rice,
lauki (bottle gourd), roti, raita
and salad for the chief minister. “The chief minister had
food with us,” she told
reporters.
Maniram said that he had
never thought in his dreams
that the chief minister would
come to his house to have food
with them.
Maniram’s house had a tin
shed earlier but he got a pucca
house under the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana.
Along with the chief minister, local MP Lallu Singh and
other people were also present
at
Maniram’s
house.
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath’s gesture not only
put the previous state governments in the dock for creating
a divide and indulging in social
exploitation during their rules
but also displayed that his gov-

ernment was espousing the
cause of social bonhomie
across all sections of society
without
any
discrimination.
Earlier, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath had “khichdi” meal
at the residence of a Dalit
worker of the Bharatiya Janata
Party on the occasion of Makar
Sankranti
in
Gorakhpur.
Besides, under the Yogi
government’s new initiative —
Sarkar Aapke Dwaar — ministers of the state are also working to strengthen social harmony by visiting their respective districts.
To realise this objective,
recently in Banda, Minister
Jaiveer Singh had a meal at
Harikishan Jatav's house in a
slum area. Similarly, during his
two-day visit to Bareilly, cabinet minister Nand Gopal
Gupta ‘Nandi’ had dinner with
a Dalit family.
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ith the aim to transform
Uttar Pradesh into an
W
information technology (IT)
hub, the Yogi Adityanath government has decided to set up
IT parks in all the divisions of
the state which will not only
increase investment in the state
but will also generate new
employment opportunities for
the youth.
“The state government is
constantly making efforts to
make Uttar Pradesh’s economy
number one in the country in
the next five years. With this,
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
also aims to provide employment to at least one person
from each family. In this
sequence, the government is
going to set up an IT park with
the best infrastructure in each
division,” a government

spokesman said here on Friday
The construction work of
IT parks in Agra, Gorakhpur,
Varanasi and Bareilly is in
progress while the development
of IT parks has started in
Meerut, Prayagraj, and Kanpur.
“Along with this, there will
also be a technology-rich space
for companies. All types of
facilities related to the need of
IT companies will be available
in the IT parks,” the official
said. He said this was likely to
increase investment in the
state.
Under the IT and Startup
Policy-2017, an investment of
Rs 5,642.30 crore has been
made in the state so far. From
the year 2017 to 2022, 43,780
employment opportunities
have been made available and
in the future, these IT parks will
provide more employment
opportunities for the youth.
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he story of Jammu Kashmir
since 1980s when terrorT
ism rose its head and reached
the pinnacle is being told to the
world and that too as seen and
experienced by a soldier. Come
2023, the book “Kitne Ghazi
Aaye, Kitne Ghazi Gaye, My
Life Story” by Kanwal Jeet
Singh Dhillon, former commander of the elite Chinar
Corps and former director
general of the Defense
Intelligence Agency would hit
shelves across the country.
Popularly known as Lt
General JKS Dhillon ‘Tiny’ for
his bytes in news bulletins in
various TV news channels, the
soldier played a major role in
neutralizing terrorist activities
in Kashmir with his ‘boys’. The
memoirs would also disclose

the socio-political situations
prevailed in Kashmir including
the mass exodus of Kashmiri
Pandits from the valley.
In what is seen as a ‘publishing coup’, Penguin Viking,
the leading publishing group
walked away with the contract
to publish the memoirs. The
details about the book were
released by Penguin on
Thursday. General Dhillon,
who was commissioned in the
Indian Army’s Rajputana Rifles
hang up his boots in January
2022 after 39 years of meritorious service during which he
was decorated with highest
awards instituted by the Indian
Army for sterling performances
and leadership qualities.
General Dhillon, whom
friends call Tiny would disclose
the hitherto untold details of
the Pulwama massacre

unleashed by the terrorists and
the retaliatory strikes at
Balakote in POK by soldiers of
the Indian Army. The commander is widely respected
for his judicious use of military
power even while persuading
the terrorists to give up the path
of confrontation and join mainstream life. “‘Kite Ghazi Aaye,

Kitne Ghazi Gaye’ is a firsthand narration of my life journey from a young boy to the
Commander of Chinar Corps
with Kashmir being an inseparable part of this story including the exodus of Kashmiri
Pandits, terrorism, Pulwama
blast, Balakote and abrogation
of Article 370,” General Dhillon

has been quoted in a release
issued by the Penguin
Group.
“Lieutenant General KJS
Dhillon’s (Retd) life stories—
full of challenges—should
interest a wide spectrum of
readers. Anecdotal, candid,
and evocative, this inspirational memoir will open a window to the true stories from
this army veteran’s life. From
the barbarous attack on the
convoy of Indian security personnel on the Jammu-Srinagar
highway in Pulwama district,
killing 40 CRPF staff to the
abrogation of Article 370 and
its impact on the socio-political and law and order, among
others, will form an integral
part of the narrative in the
book,” said Premanka
Goswami, associate publisher,
Penguin.
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,QGLDDQG:+2WRJHWKHUPXVW
HQG&29,'GHDWKFRXQWURZ

KH:RUOG+HDOWKRUJDQL]DWLRQ·VFRXQWRIPLOOLRQ&29,' GHDWKLQ,QGLD
WKHKLJKHVWLQWKHZRUOGKDVH[SHFWHGO\FDXVHGDQXSURDU7KHJRYHUQ
PHQWKDVVWRXWO\UHMHFWHGWKH:+2UHSRUWDQGTXHVWLRQHGLWVPDWKHPDWLFDO
PRGHOIRUSURMHFWLQJH[FHVVPRUWDOLW\HVWLPDWHV7KHFHQWUHPD\KDYHLWVUHDVRQ
WRTXHVWLRQWKH:+2ILJXUHJLYHQWKHIDFWWKDWWKHZRUOGKHDOWKERG\LQYLWHGJORE
DORXWUDJHIRUXQGHUHVWLPDWLQJWKHVSUHDGDQGDIWHUPDWKRI&RYLGZKHQWKHSDQ
GHPLFILUVWVWUXFNPRUHWKDQWZR\HDUVDJR6WLOOWKH:+2UHSRUWKDVUDLVHGVHUL
RXVFRQFHUQVEDFNKRPH:KLOHWKHH[DFWGHDWKFRXQWSXWXSE\WKH:KRFDQ W
EHDVVXPHGWREHVDFURVDQFWWKHUHDUHUHDVRQVWREHOLHYHWKDW,QGLD·VGHDWKWDOO\
ZLOOH[FHHGWKHRIILFLDOFRXQWRIODNK,WLVZHOONQRZQWKDWWKHERGLHVRIWKRX
VDQGVRI&RYLGYLFWLPVZHUHEXULHGDQGIORZQLQWKHULYHUVZLWKRXWILJXULQJLQWKH
RIILFLDOGDWD7KHKRUULI\LQJLPDJHVRIEXULDOJURXQGVDQGFUHPDWLRQFHQWUHRYHU
IORZLQJZLWKERGLHVRI&RYLGYLFWLPVZLOOIRUHYHUUHPDLQDOLYHDVDVFRUFKLQJPHP
RU\RIWKHVHGLIILFXOWWLPHV,WKDVDOVREHHQZLGHO\UHSRUWHGWKDWRQDQ\JLYHQ
GD\GXULQJWKHILUVWDQGVHFRQG&29,' ZDYHWKHFRXQWRIERGLHVODQGLQJIRU
EXULDORUFUHPDWLRQZDVIDUKLJKHUWKDQWKHKRVSL
WDOUHFRUGVRUGDWDSXWRXWE\WKH6WDWH*RYHUQPHQW
IRUWKHGD\
,QGLD·V&RYLGGHDWKVWDQGVQHDUO\SHUFHQW
RIWKHWRWDOLQIHFWLRQ$VDJDLQVWFU&RYLGSRV
LWLYHFDVHVVRIDUWKHUHDUHDURXQG&RYLGGHDWKV
7KLVLVWKHRIILFLDOILJXUHZKLFKJLYHVDGHDWKSHU
FHQWDJHRIQHDUO\1RZOHW·VWDNHWKHVHURSRV
LWLYLW\UDWHRIGLIIHUHQWFLWLHVDQGVWDWHV7KHVL[WK
VHURORJLFDOVXUYH\FDUULHGRXWLQ'HOKLLQ2FWREHU
VKRZHGWKDWWKHQDWLRQDOFDSLWDOKDGDVHURSRV
LWLYLW\UDWHRISHUFHQW$WWKHQDWLRQDOOHYHO,QGLD·V
IRXUWK´VHURVXUYH\µLQ-XO\VKRZHGWKHSUHVHQFHRIQHXWUDOLVLQJDQWLERG
LHVWRWKHQRYHOFRURQDYLUXVLQRISHRSOHDJHGRYHU7KLVPHDQVPRUH
WKDQWZRLQWKUHHSHRSOHZHUHDOUHDG\H[SRVHGWRWKHYLUXVRUDYDFFLQHRQH\HDU
DJR6LQFHWKHVHURSRVLWLYLW\FDQH[LVWGXHWRYDFFLQDWLRQDOVRLW VQRGHILQLWHHYL
GHQFHWRSLQSRLQWWKHDFWXDOLQIHFWLRQFRXQW%XWDGHHSHUDQDO\VLVRIWKLVILJXUH
DQGLQFRUSRUDWLQJWKHUHVXOWRIWKHVHURVXUYH\SULRUWRWKHODXQFKRIWKHFRXQWU\
ZLGHYDFFLQDWLRQGULYHFRXOGWKURZVRPHLQWHUHVWLQJOLJKWRQWKHH[WHQWRIWKHVSUHDG
RI&29,' LQ,QGLD7KHHVWLPDWHRIWKHWRWDOQXPEHURILQIHFWLRQVLVDPXVWWR
DUULYHDWDUHDOGHDWKFRXQW,WLVZHOONQRZQWKDWWHQVRIWKRXVDQGVRISHRSOHGLHG
RI&29,' EXWIDPLOLHVFUHPDWHGRUEXULHGWKHPDVQRUPDOGHDWKDIUDLGWKDW
&RYLGGHDWKZRXOGEHDQHQGXULQJVWLJPDIRUWKHP:KLOHWKHVWDWHJRYHUQPHQW
DQGWKHFHQWUHPXVWEHIDUPRUHWUDQVSDUHQWRQWKLVFRXQWWKH:+2PXVWFRPH
RXWZLWKDGHWDLOHGH[SODQDWLRQWRDGGUHVVWKHTXHVWLRQVUDLVHGE\,QGLD
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2WKHUODZVDUHDYDLODEOHWRGHDOZLWKSXEOLF
GLVRUGHUDQGLQFLWLQJYLROHQFH

KHVHGLWLRQODZLVQRWEDG$WWRUQH\*HQHUDO..9HQXJRSDOWHOOVWKH6XSUHPH
&RXUWLQKLVSHUVRQDOFDSDFLW\+HVXJJHVWVWKHFRXUWQHHGQRWUHYLVLWLWV
MXGJPHQWLQWKH.HGDUQDWK6LQJKFDVHWKDWXSKHOGWKHFRQVWLWXWLRQDOYDOLGL
W\RI6HFWLRQ$RIWKH,QGLDQ3HQDO&RGH+LVDUJXPHQWVHHPVORJLFDOZKHQ
KHPHDQVWRVD\ZK\WREODPHWKHODZLILWLVPLVXVHGE\WKHH[HFXWLYHDJHQFLHVOLNH
WKHSROLFH+LVORJLFFDQDOVRDSSO\WR6HFWLRQ$RIWKH,QIRUPDWLRQ7HFKQRORJ\
$FW  ZKLFK ZDV UHODWHG WR UHVWULFWLRQV RQ
RQOLQHVSHHFK$UUHVWVFRQWLQXHGWREHPDGHXQGHU
WKDWVHFWLRQHYHQDIWHUWKH6XSUHPH&RXUWTXDVKHG
LWRQJURXQGVRIYLRODWLQJWKHIUHHGRPRIVSHHFK
+RZHYHUZHDUHGHDOLQJZLWKVHGLWLRQKHUH7KH
OHDUQHG$WWRUQH\*HQHUDOPD\QHHGWRORRNEH\RQG
PHUHPLVXVHRIWKLVSDUWLFXODUODZ7KHFRORQLDOV
LQVHUWHGWKHVHFWLRQLQEHFDXVHWKH\EURRNHG
QRGLVVHQWIURPXVQDWLYHV7KH\WULHGWRVLOHQFH
0DKDWPD*DQGKLWRR:HDUHQRORQJHULQ
:HDUHQRZDQHVWDEOLVKHGGHPRFUDF\:HKDYH
DUXOHRIODZEXWZHJLYHXWPRVWLPSRUWDQFHWR
SHRSOH VULJKWVQRWMXVWWRIUHHGRPRIVSHHFKDQG
H[SUHVVLRQEXWWKHULJKWWROLIHDQGSHUVRQDOOLEHUW\DQGHTXDOLW\EHIRUHWKHODZ
:KHQVRPHRQHLVFKDUJHGZLWKVHGLWLRQWKHGHEDWHLVQRWZKHWKHULWVDSSOLFD
WLRQLVJHQXLQHRUIDOVH7KHGHEDWHLVVKRXOGWKDWVHFWLRQH[LVWDWDOO
,QGLD VKLJKHVWMXGLFLDORIILFHU&KLHI-XVWLFH195DPDQDFDPHRXWZLWKDIRUFH
IXOREVHUYDWLRQODVW-XO\,VWKHODZ´PHDQWWRVXSSUHVVWKHIUHHGRPPRYHPHQWµ
VWLOOQHFHVVDU\´DIWHU\HDUVRI,QGHSHQGHQFHµ"-XVWLFH5DPDQDZDVFRQFHUQHG
DERXWWKH´PLVXVHRIODZDQGQRDFFRXQWDELOLW\RIH[HFXWLYHDJHQFLHVµDQGUHPDUNHG
WKDWWKHVLWXDWLRQLVVRJULPWKDWWKHODZFDQEHXVHGDJDLQVWDQ\RQHLIFHUWDLQ
LQWHUHVWVZLVKWRVXSSUHVVDQ\VSHHFK,QFLWLQJYLROHQFHDQGSXEOLFGLVRUGHUDUH
DOVRGHDOWZLWKE\RWKHUODZVOLNHWKH8QODZIXO$FWLYLWLHV$FW1DWLRQDO6HFXULW\
$FWDQGWKH3XEOLF6DIHW\$FW,WLVQRWQHFHVVDU\WRUHVRUWWR6HFWLRQ $ DW
DOO :KHQ WKH FODXVH RI VHGLWLRQ LV XVHG WR JHW EDFN DW JHQXLQH FULWLFV RI WKH
*RYHUQPHQWSUHVHUYLQJSHRSOH VULJKWVEHFRPHVPRUHLPSRUWDQWWKDQSUHVHUY
LQJWKDWODZ+DYLQJPRUHJXLGHOLQHVWRSUHYHQWPLVXVHRI6HFWLRQ $ LVVLP
SO\GXFNLQJWKHLVVXH6HGLWLRQLQWKHVWDWXWHERRNVRQO\ZRXQGVGHPRFUDF\
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mproving the health of
mothers and newborn
remains an important priority and there has been
greater acknowledgement,
recognition and awareness of
the role of midwives in meeting
this need. Over the past decade,
India has been a remarkable
success story for safe birth, and
reducing maternal mortality
rates across the country.
The rapid decline in maternal mortality rate can be attributed to the efforts of our
Government since 2014, political commitment, strategic and
inclusive policies and significant
investment in the National
Health Mission (NHM) under
the visionary leadership of our
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
In a significant achievement, the Maternal Mortality
Ratio (MMR) of India has come
down by 10 points as per the
Special Bulletin on MMR issued
by the Registrar General of
India. The ratio has declined
from 113 in 2016-18 to 103 in
2017-19 (8.8 per cent decline).
With this steady decline, India
is on course to achieve the
National Health Policy (NHP)
target of 100/lakh live births by
2020 and certainly the SDG target of 70/lakh live births by
2030. The fifth round of
National Family Health Survey
(NFHS) has reported some
encouraging results like 89 per
cent institutional deliveries and
efficient birth attendance in
the country.
It is pertinent to state that
strategic investments under the
National Health Mission
(NHM) through various
schemes are paying increasing
dividends. Significant gains
have been made under qualityof-care (QoC) efforts by the
Government of India such as
Pradhan Mantri Suraksha
Matritva Abhiyan (PMSMA)
and Labour Room Quality
Improvement
Initiative
(LaQshya) in combination with
existing schemes like Janani
Shishu Suraksha Karyakram
(JSSK) and Janani Suraksha
Yojana (JSY). This achievement
also
strengthens
the
Government of India's resolve
for Surakshit Matritva

I

Aashwasan (SUMAN) for
women, by creating a responsive health-care system that
strives to achieve zero preventable maternal and
neonatal deaths.
The timing could not be
more opportune as the
LaQshya certification was
already set in motion, and
public health giants in India
pursue quality-of-care and
respectful maternity care
(RMC) during childbirth. It
was clearly understood that
while a standardised labour
room, as per quality assurance model, is pivotal to
reduce maternal mortality,
conducive birth environment
enhances positive birthing
experience. At this juncture,
midwives have a potential
role to play in dealing with
the shortage of trained
human resource.
It is imperative to note
that the success of the initiative depends on the quality
and competencies of the midwifer y
educators.
Importantly, midwives must
be from within an appropriate framework of our current
health-care system to ensure
that the investment is costeffective. In order to train
domestic midwifery educators (MEs), the country
opened the doors to
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International MEs who have
now started midwifery educators’ training. This important step ensures that midwifery educators’ training is
compliant with International
Confederation of Midwives
(ICM) standards. The first
batch of MEs was completed
in December and the second
one is already running from
April 2022.
Secondly, based on critical parameters, 16 Nursing
Colleges have been identified,
evaluated and notified as
National Midwifery Training
Institutes, where MEs will
start midwifery education.
Simultaneously, States are
encouraged to identify and
strengthen State Midwifery
Training Institutes through
NHM. These SMTIs are
expected to train and institutionalise 86,000 Nurse
Practitioners in Midwifery
(NPM).
A substantial portion of
the technical and financial
investment through the 18month residential NPM
training programme has
gone into curriculum development, practice and recruitment, and training of the
existing in-service nursing
cadre in midwifery.
It is important to note
that NPM can have a huge
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Sir — I hang my head in shame after reading a report in The Pioneer about a 13 yearold rape survivor being raped by Station
House Officer (SHO) Tilakdhari Saroj of
Lalitpur police station in Uttar Pradesh,
where she had gone to register a complaint
against her rapists. Though all cops,
including the SHO, posted at the police station, where the heart-wrenching incident
took place, have been removed from the
duty, the case raises some very serious
questions about policing in the country,
including UP.
Is the incident the result of the “thok
do” policy of the Yogi Government?
Instead of being a law enforcing agency, the
UP Police has become a law unto itself. It
appears the cops have started applying
“thok do” policy meant for mafias and
gangsters on the general public. And this
has emerged as the main reason for
women fearing to visit a police station in
UP to report about rape and other antiwomen exploitations. It is high time the UP
Government woke up and took control of
the situation before it gets too late. Cops
and officials involved in harassing and mistreating women visiting police stations
deserve exemplary punishment.
Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee | Faridabad
<I>389>76?B3?GC
Sir — One again lumpen elements of the
Bajrang Dal and the BJP have lynched two
tribal men on suspicion of cow slaughter.
Another person, who sustained life-threatening injuries in the attack, is on death bed.
Lynching has become a common thing
ever since the BJP came to power at the
Centre. Shockingly, these radical elements
commit these inhuman acts with tacit support from the powers that be.
Isn’t it a shame that we are lynching
people in the garb of protecting the cows?
Does it mean that the life of a human being
is nothing when compared to that of a cow?
Even if cow slaughter is banned in a State
like Madhya Pradesh, who are these
brutes to take law unto their hands and
lynch those suspected of cow slaughter
when there are other legal options to decide
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on such matters?
I only wonder what reply our Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, who is always
on foreign tours and who speaks high of
the values of our nation seeking more
investments into our country, would give
if any of the foreign press raises the question of such highly condemnable, horrendous and heinous crimes frequently committed in the name of cow by these religious fanatics?
Tharcius S Fernando | Chennai
:?2<5CC>5CC3B9C9C
Sir — Dealing with joblessness in the country is the biggest challenge for the
Government, as COVID-19 has aggravated the employment situation. Since the
pandemic hit India in 2020, the joblessness
has soared to 10 million. There are many
people who are running after jobs and at
times they are falling into depression. The
best solution for them is to become entrepreneurs. Also, the Government should
adopt policies that encourage decentralisation of industrial activities.

[PaVT[hQTR^\TP?AUXa\^UcWTad[X]V_Pach
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Manufacturing sector’s share in the GDP
fell from 17 per cent in 2016 to 15 per cent
in 2020 to further down to 13 per cent in
2020 despite “Make in India” initiative.
Anuskha Panwar | Ujjain
D>µC@?G5BD1>DBE=C
Sir — Power cuts are a perennial problem
in Tamil Nadu and this year&#39;s
scorching summer season is no exception.
This obviously creates nuisance and
makes public life more difficult. Whatever
happens in TN, one thing is to play the
blame game and the TN public has to suffer the consequences. But, the general public did not forget that nightmare of power
cuts between 2006 and 2011 when the
same DMK Government was sucking the
life of the common man. We thought and
hoped that at least this time they would
rule better, but the signs so far are alarmingly scary.
CK Subramaniam | New Delhi
BT]Shh^daUUTTSQPRZcc^)
[TccTabc^_X^]TTa/V\PX[R^\

impact on women of childbearing age and their families
– an impact often passed on
from one generation to the
next. NPM will not only
attend births, as they grow in
numbers, they will also provide antenatal and postnatal
care and a range of sexual
and reproductive health services as per the scope of practice laid down by ICM and
the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare.
On a larger front, under
the dynamic leadership of
Prime Minister Modi, the
Government took monumental steps towards providing accessible and affordable
health-care by setting up
Ayushman Bharat-Health
and Wellness Centres (ABHWCs) to deliver a wide
range of services, including
care in pregnancy and childbirth, and Pradhan Mantri
Jan Arogya Yojana (PMJAY)
to eliminate out-of-pocket
expenditure in health-care.
The concerted and collaborative efforts of the States/UTs
and Centre has resulted in
1,17,440 AB-HWCs being
operationalised across the
country by the end of March
2022.
As India gears up to
implement midwifery, our
journey is no less challenging. Nevertheless, the commitment of the Government
of India for midwifery-ledser vices is unwavering.
Nurses and midwives play a
key role in caring for people
everywhere, including in the
most difficult humanitarian
or
fragile
settings.
Furthermore, considering
future exigencies in the form
of a disaster or a pandemic,
a dedicated cadre of midwives for essential maternal
and newborn health services
will be a long-term health
system approach that will
specifically take care of the
needs of women and children.
(The writer is Minister of
State, Health & Family
Welfare, Government of India.
The views expressed are
personal.)
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YHU\WKLQJ DOLYH QHHGV VRPH JURXQG UXOHV $ OLYLQJ FUHDWXUH
ZKHWKHULWEHRIDVLQJOHFHOORUDFRQJORPHUDWHRIPLOOLRQVRI
FHOOVZLOOQHHGWRQRXULVKRQHVHOIDQGH[SHOWKHZDVWHIURPWKH
ERG\7KLVLWVHOIUHTXLUHVDURXWLQH7KHJURXQGUXOHVRIHDFKVSHFLHV
RIDOLYLQJHQWLW\GHILQHKRZORQJLWZLOOOLYH7KHVDPHDSSOLHVWR
KXPDQEHLQJV7RPRYHDZD\IURPWKHJURVVOHYHORIDFWLYLW\UHVW
VOHHSLQJDZDNLQJEUHDWKLQJHDWLQJDQGZKDWHYHUHOVHZLOOKDYH
WRIDOOLQWRDSDWWHUQ,IWKHUHLVQRURXWLQHWKHRUJDQVRIWKHERG\
VWDUWPDOIXQFWLRQLQJDQGVRPHIRUPRILOOQHVVWDNHVRYHU,OOQHVVKDV
LWVRZQLVVXHVDQGKDVVSDZQHGPXOWLSOHEUHHGVRIGRFWRUVYDUL
RXVO\FOXEEHGXQGHUWKHWLWOHRIDOORSDWKVKRPRHRSDWKVXQDQLVSH
FLDOLVWVD\XUYHGDDFKDU\DVQDWXURSDWKVDQGZKDWHYHUHOVH1RQH
RIWKHVHVFKRROVRIPHGLFLQHRUKHDOWKFODLPWREHFRPSOHWHRUKDYH

DOOWKHDQVZHUV9HU\RIWHQWKHLUDVVXPSWLRQVDUHVRZLGHO\GLIIHU
HQWWKDWWKH\VHHPWREHDWZDUZLWKHDFKRWKHU7KHEDVLFQHHGLV
WRKDYHDV\VWHPDQGDORJLFRUDQH[SHULHQWLDOJXLGHOLQHDVWKHEDVLV
IRUDFWLRQ7KLVLVQHHGHGIRUOLIHLWVHOIVRFLDOH[LVWHQFHPXWXDOLQWHU
DFWLRQDQGLQGHHGLVWKHEDVLVRIFLYLOVRFLHW\$EDVLFDFWOLNHZDON
LQJRQWKHURDGUHTXLUHVREVHUYDQFHRIFHUWDLQZHOOXQGHUVWRRGSUR
WRFROV,WLVLPSRUWDQWWRHPSKDVLVHWKLVEHFDXVHWKHUHLVDJURZ
LQJFUHVFHQGRLQIDYRXURI¶GRZKDW\RXZDQWZKHQ\RXZDQWZLWK
RXWDFDUHDQGFRQFHUQ·7KHSULQFLSOHLVLQWHUHVWLQJDQGSHUKDSV
HYHQHQWLFLQJ:KHUHDVVXFK¶OHWWLQJGRZQRIWKHKDLU·LVGHVLUDEOH
DWWLPHVHYHQWKHORFDWLRQIRUGRLQJVRDQGFHUWDLQO\WKHWLPHIRU
GRLQJVRKDVWREHFDUHIXOO\WKRXJKWWKURXJK6RWKHUHLVDFDVH
IRUIUHHGRPZLWKWKRXJKW$OOJURXSOLYLQJUHTXLUHVVRPH¶GLVFLSOLQH·
¶'LVFLSOLQH·LVUHVHQWHGE\VRPHDQGPDQ\DGYRFDWHD¶%RKHPLDQ
IUHHGRP·7KLVFDQEHGDQJHURXVLIWKHIUHHGRPLVH[HUFLVHGE\SHR
SOHRISRRUMXGJHPHQW1HWWKHPDWWHUEHFRPHVDOVRRIRULHQWDWLRQ
DQGPDWXULW\RILQGLYLGXDOV,WLVDWWKHOHYHORIG\DGLFUHODWLRQVKLSV
DWWKHOHYHORIJURXSIXQFWLRQLQJDQGODUJHUFRQJORPHUDWHVRIRUJDQ
LVHGH[LVWHQFHOLNHWKHVWDWHRUDQDWLRQ7KHPDWWHULVDOVRRIWKH
WKUHVKROGZKHUHIUHHGRPFDQEHFRPHH[FHVVLYHDQGGLVFLSOLQHDQ
RYHUEHDULQJSKHQRPHQRQ7KHUHODWLRQVKLSEHWZHHQIUHHGRPDQGGLV
FLSOLQHFDQEHVXEWOHDQG\HWFULWLFDOIRURUJDQLVHGOLIH$FRPSDUD
EOHH[DPSOHFDQEHZKHQWRSHUVXDGHZLWKMXGJHPHQWDQGJHQWOH
QHVVDQGZKHQWRXVHHPSKDVLVDQGDVVHUWLYHQHVV7KHUHDUHQR
HDV\DQVZHUV
,QDOOWKLVWKHUROHRIDOHDGHUVKLSEHFRPHVFULWLFDO+RZDOHDGHU
PDUVKDOVKLVDUJXPHQWRUJDQLVHVKLVGDWDDQGPDNHVDSUHVHQWD
WLRQEHFRPHVDQHVVHQWLDOSDUWRIQRWRQO\FUHDWLQJQRUPVEXWWKH
IXQFWLRQLQJRIDFLYLOVRFLHW\7KRVHZKRKDGWKHRFFDVLRQWROLVWHQ
WRWKH3ULPH0LQLVWHU·VDGGUHVVRI0D\WRDQ,QGLDQDXGLHQFHLQ
%HUOLQZRXOGKDYHVHHQDQH[DPSOHRIVHOHFWLRQRIIDFWVSLHFLQJ
WRJHWKHURIDQDUJXPHQWDQGEDFNLQJLWXSZLWKDSSURSULDWHLQWRQD
WLRQDQGHPSKDVLV,WFUHDWHVDQLPSDFWDQGFRXOGSURGXFHUHVXOWV
0RVWRIXVZRXOGQRWKDYHWKDWSRGLXPIRUPDNLQJWKDWSUHVHQWD
WLRQ+RZHYHUDOORIXVZLOOKDYHRFFDVLRQLQRQHZD\RUDQRWKHU
WRPDUVKDOIDFWVRUJDQLVHRXUWKRXJKWVLQDGLVFLSOLQHGPDQQHUDQG
FRPPXQLFDWHWRVRPHRQHLQDQDFFHSWDEOHLGLRP7KLVLVDOVRZKDW
OLIHLVDERXW)UHHGRPDQGGLVFLSOLQHKDYHWRZDONKDQGLQKDQG,W
WRXFKHVDOODVSHFWVRIOLIHMXVWDVLWWRXFKHVDOODVSHFWVRIH[LVWHQFH
,QDOOPDQQHUVMXGJHPHQWLVWKHNH\DQGFRQVWDQWSUDFWLFHDQGDZDUH
QHVVLVWKHSDWK
7KHZULWHULVDQDFFODLPHGPDQDJHPHQWFRQVXOWDQW7KH
YLHZVH[SUHVVHGDUHSHUVRQDO

report published recently in the
New York Times quoted the
World Health Organization as
saying that India is hindering its
effort to accurately assess the deaths due
to COVID infection. On the basis of that
report, opposition leader Rahul Gandhi
said that whereas 40 lakh deaths have
occurred in the country due to COVID,
the Government has reported only 5 lakh
deaths.
The Government of India has registered a strong objection to this report. It
said that while NYT has not been able to
get data for other countries, it is selectively quoting data for India on behalf of
WHO. It seems that the ‘cooked up’ data
of WHO is being used mischievously with
the intention of defaming India.
Today, while the whole world is
appreciating India’s vaccination program,
with more than 90 percent of eligible population already vaccinated, it seems that
the WHO officials are deliberately trying
to undermine India’s outstanding performance and achievement by questioning
the government’s published figures of
deaths due to COVID in India.
WHO is re-estimating the death toll
due to COVID in the whole world, and
has concluded that actually many more
deaths have occurred during pandemic,
as compared to what various governments have declared. However, the major
cause of concern is that WHO, while giving estimates of 0.9 million extra deaths,
over and above earlier figures, of 0.6 million; more than one third of the difference between the two estimates is being
reported from India. It is worth noting
that the NYT quoted the WHO as saying that while it was being reported by
all countries that 60 lakh people died due
to COVID, in reality this figure is 150
lakh. This figure is more than twice what
has been reported by different countries.
But out of the 90 lakh additional deaths
that are being reported, 35 lakh are said
to be from India. That is, the WHO is trying to say that 40 lakh people died due
to COVID in India instead of 5.2 lakh
declared by the government.
WHO is being quoted as saying that
this figure of deaths is not only of direct
deaths from COVID, but it also includes
the deaths of those who were suffering
from other illnesses and who died during the period as they couldnot get medical aid due to the lockdown during
COVID. However, the big difference in
the figures comes from direct deaths due
to COVID only.
Concerns have been raised by the
Government of India over this act of the
WHO. The Government of India has said
that the World Health Organization has
adopted double standards to estimate the
figures of deaths. For ‘Tier-1 nations’,
under which sources say about 80-90
countries have been counted, WHO has
accepted official estimates as authentic;
for other types of countries (Tier-2
countries), which include India, a math-
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(The writer is Professor,
Department of
Economics,P.G.D.A.V.
College, University of
Delhi. The views
expressed are personal.)

ematical modelling process has
been adopted. The government
has said that no justification has
been given for dividing the countries into different categories. The
government has further said that
if the mathematical model that has
been adopted for the second type
of countries, it needs to be authenticated by applying the same
model to the Tier-1 countries as
well, which the World Health
Organization has failed to do. The
Government has said that it has
written six letters to the World
Health Organization and lodged
its objection regarding this process
five times in virtual meetings, to
which the WHO did not give any
satisfactory answer. “They have
looked at numbers from 18 states
to arrive at the figure. They have
not revealed the sources of the
data used to compute the final
estimate. We do not even know
which states these are,” a government source has said.
It is expected of WHO, in case
of a health disaster, to take appropriate stepsand advise the governments on suitable appropriate
measures.Perhaps citing this, the
WHO argues that the correct
assessment of deaths during
COVID will help in making the
right policies in the context of such
pandemics in the future. Although
there is no fault in this argument,
the World Health Organization
has actually lost trust of the world,
because the same been mired
with controversies due to its misactions during the pandemic itself.
IN the first instance, there was
a lack of honesty on the part of

WHO in the assessment of the
cause of infection. Significantly, on
January 14, 2020, it said in a tweet
that there is no evidence of
human-to-human transmission
of this infection. However, this
infection was spreading since
September 2019. This tweet by
WHO misled countries around
the world that it will not spread
from humans to humans. All
countries continued with their
international passenger flights.
Due to this negligence on the part
of WHO, this virus of Wuhan,
China became the cause of great
devastation all over the world.
After a long time, testing was started at international airports, and a
process of quarantine was also
adopted.
Not only this, the WHO also
tried to hide that the infection
originated from China’s Wuhan
Laboratory, and against a strong
opinion around the world, kept
arguing that it originated from the
animal market of China. Most of
the experts around the world
rejected this claim. It is strongly
believed thatTedros became
Director General of WHO only
through the support of China. In
such a situation, he could not
afford to displease China.
Realizing this mess, the then
US President Donald Trump
decided to stop the contribution
of $0.4 billion being given by
America to this organization. It is
worth noting that the WHO
receives predetermined contributions from countries around the
world, as well as many types of
voluntary contributions. Major

contributions to the voluntary
funding of the WHO come from
the Bill Melenda Gates
Foundation, other so-called philanthropy organizations, and the
United States, China, and many
other developed countries. Various
organizations, including Gates
Foundation, have influence over
the functioning of the WHO.
It is worth noting that when
India was moving fast towards
manufacturing a vaccine on its
own, the top officials of the WHO
were dismissing our efforts as ‘vaccine nationalism’ saying that it will
delay the development of vaccine
and therefore elimination of infection. Not only this, Bill Gates was
heard saying that he is not in favor
of sharing the vaccine formula to
countries like India, because it will
affect the quality of the vaccine.
Under pressure from ‘Gavi’, an
affiliate of the Gates Foundation,
the World Health Organization
was also pressuring India to make
a binding commitment to buy the
vaccine being made by large multinational companies, under Covax
facility.
Today, when India is not only
successful in manufacturing vaccines and has vaccinated almost its
entire population, is dealing with
pandemic much better than most
of the other countries of the
world, becoming almost selfreliant in medicine and equipment, the WHO is trying to
defame India by questioning the
statistics of COVID related deaths.
The Government of India should
give a befitting reply to these
attempts.
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ven the Pope claims to be
infallible only on matters
of faith and doctrine.
On the chance of rain or the
speed of a racehorse he will
freely admit that he is just as
fallible as you and I. Whereas
secular dictators, and especially ones who are building a personality cult, are implicitly
claiming to be infallible about
everything.
This is quite a burden,
although it helps that dictators
can deny things have gone
wrong, and punish anybody
who says otherwise. Never the
less, sooner or later people are
bound to notice that things
really have gone wrong. That
is President Xi Jinping’s main
problem at the moment, but it
is also China’s.
For more than two years
now, Xi has loudly proclaimed
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(Gwynne Dyer’s new book is
‘The Shortest History of
War’. The views expressed
are personal.)

that China’s zero-Covid policy
has been a brilliant success that
demonstrates the superiority of
the Chinese system and of his
own leadership. And for a
while there, the evidence was
on his side.
The Covid death toll in
China is still under 6,000,
while Covid fatalities in the
United States, with only a
quarter of China’s population,
are nearing the million mark.
However, China achieved this
miracle only by almost completely shutting its borders
and imposing draconian shutdowns on entire cities at the
first sign of an infection.
That succeeded for a while,
just as it did in Australia and
New Zealand, two geographically isolated countries that followed essentially the same
policy. But their governments

knew that this could not be a
permanent policy, and as soon
as the great majority of their
populations were fully vaccinated they began to release the
restrictions.
Happily, by then the
Omicron variant was taking
over, making Covid even more
infectious but far less lethal,
especially for vaccinated people. Xi Jinping seems to have
missed that memo, and has

pressed on with the zeroCovid policy even at great
cost to the Chinese economy
and in the face of growing
resentment among ordinary
Chinese people.
At the moment, 340 million people, around one-quarter of the population, are under
full or partial lockdown in 46
different cities. The 25 million
residents of Shanghai, China’s
commercial capital, are in their
fifth week of lockdown.
Guangzhou, the southern industrial hub, has
ordered the mass testing of
5.6 million people after the
detection of one suspected
Covid case. Even Beijing is
teetering on the brink of lockdown, with schools already
closed and people panic-buying provisions for what could
be another long confinement

to their homes.
Given the huge infection
rate of Omicron - in both the
United States and the United
Kingdom around 70% of the
population have had Covid at
least once - this policy cannot
logically have a long-term
future.
The ceaseless lockdowns
are hitting China so hard that
second-quarter growth in an
economy that used to boast of
10%+ growth rates is forecast
to be only 1.8%. This means
not only unemployment and
potential unrest, but Chinese
customers elsewhere are shifting away from dependence on
supply chains originating in
China. The shift could be permanent.
And yet Xi Jinping perseveres with the policy. His
regime has not even speeded

up vaccinations in China,
although fewer than half the
over 60s have even had one
booster shot. Nothing must be
allowed to suggest that the
zero-Covid policy is failing.
Why?
Because an absolute dictator must appear infallible. Xi
has boasted so much of the
‘success’ of his victory over
Covid, made it so much his
own signature achievement,
that no doubt can be admitted
- especially at a time when he
is planning to make his dictator-for-life status official.
This autumn marks the
end of the two five-year terms
that Xi would have been permitted under the Communist
Party’s post-Mao rules, which
were designed precisely to
thwart other would-be absolute
dictators from gaining powers.

His plan was to be elected
to a rule-breaking third term
at the 20th National Congress
of the Chinese Communist
Party next October or
November, and even a year ago
he looked like a shoo-in.
Xi has purged and/or jailed
a great many senior officials on
corruption charges, and those
who were still in office seemed
thoroughly
cowed.
Nevertheless, there are still a
lot of senior Party people who
think that one-man rule is
always a mistake.
You’d still be unwise to bet
against Xi’s chances of a third
term (and as many more as his
lifespan allows), but he himself
is now running scared. Which
probably means that there will
be no change in the current,
crazy Covid policy at least
until the end of the year.
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he US says it shared intelligence with Ukraine about
T
the location of the Russian
missile cruiser Moskva prior to
the strike that sank the warship,
an incident that was a high-profile failure for Russia's military.
An American official said
on Thursday that Ukraine
alone decided to target and sink
the flagship of Russia's Black
Sea Fleet using its own antiship missiles. But given Russia's
attacks on the Ukrainian coastline from the sea, the U.S. Has
provided "a range of intelligence" that includes locations
of those ships, said the official,
who was not authorized to
speak publicly and spoke on
condition of anonymity.
The Biden administration
has ramped up intelligence
sharing with Ukraine alongside
the shipment of arms and mis-

siles to help it repel Russia's
invasion. The disclosure of
U.S. Support in the Moskva
strike comes as the White
House is under pressure from
Republicans to do more to
support Ukraine's resistance
and as polls suggest Americans
question whether President Joe
Biden is being tough enough
on Russia.
Since Russian President
Vladimir Putin ordered the
invasion in February, the White
House has tried to balance
supporting Ukraine, a democratic ally, against not doing anything that would seem to provoke a direct war between
Putin and the U.S. And NATO
allies. As the war has gone on,
the White House has ramped
up its military and intelligence
support, removing some time
and geographic limits on what
it will tell Ukraine about potential Russian targets.
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ussia has no intention of
deploying tactical nuclear
R
weapons in Ukraine, a foreign
ministry spokesman said on
Friday, a day after Moscow's top
diplomat in the US chided
Western officials for targeting it
with “baseless” accusations.
“Russia firmly abides by
the principle that there can be no
victors in a nuclear war and it
must not be unleashed,” Alexey
Zaitsev said. He added that
Russian nuclear doctrine does
not envisage any scenarios for
potential strikes which would
apply to Moscow's military goals
in Ukraine.
Nevertheless, Zaitsev added
that “any provocations whatsoever can be expected” from
Ukraine and the West, and that
Russia has to “be ready for any
development in the media space
and directly on the ground.”
His statement echoed

remarks made by Russia's
ambassador in Washington on
Thursday. In an interview with
Newsweek, Anatoly Antonov
slammed what he called “a flurry of blatant misrepresentation
of Russian officials' statements
on our country's nuclear policy.”
He accused top US military
leaders - including the Defense
Secretary and Joint Chiefs of
Staff - of falsely blaming Moscow
for escalating nuclear tensions,
calling their claims “baseless”
and “part of a propaganda campaign against Russia in response
to the steps taken to neutralize
threats to our national security
emanating from the Ukrainian
territory.”
He also blamed the wider
Western bloc for what he called
its “irresponsible” handling of
the situation in Ukraine, implying that NATO's rhetoric and
continuing support for Kyiv
contributed to heightening
nuclear tensions.

The official who spoke
Thursday said the U.S. Was not
aware that Ukraine planned to
strike the Moskva until after
they conducted the operation.
NBC News first reported on
the American role in the sinking of the ship.
Speaking earlier Thursday
after a New York Times report
about the U.S. Role in supporting Ukraine's killing of
Russian generals, Pentagon
spokesman John Kirby said
American agencies "do not
provide intelligence on the
location of senior military leaders on the battlefield or participate in the targeting decisions
of the Ukrainian military."
"Ukraine combines information that we and other partners provide with the intel
that they themselves are gathering and then they make their
own decisions and they take
their own actions," Kirby said.
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or weeks, first lady Jill Biden
has been transfixed by the
F
news coming out of Ukraine, by
the bombings and scenes of
"parents weeping over their children's broken bodies in the
streets," as she said in a recent
speech.
Now Biden is using her
second solo overseas trip to get
an up-close look at the
Ukrainian refugee crisis by visiting Romania and Slovakia,
where she will spend Mother's
Day meeting with displaced
families in a small Slovakian village on the border with Ukraine.
Biden, who opens the visit
Friday in Romania, told
reporters traveling with her
Thursday night, "It's so important to the president and to me
that the Ukrainian people know
that we stand with them." She
said earlier in the week she wants
the refugees to know "their
resilience inspires me."
NATO allies Romania and
Slovakia border Ukraine and
have taken in some of the millions of mostly women and

children who fled after Russia
invaded Ukraine in late
February, triggering Europe's
largest refugee crisis since World
War II.
Biden also will use her four
days in Europe to highlight
issues she promotes at home,
such as support for U.S. Service
members, education and the
welfare of children.
After flying overnight from
Washington, Biden was to arrive
at Mihail Kogalniceanu Air Base
in Romania, near the Black Sea,
in time to help serve Friday dinner to U.S. Service members stationed there.

Some of the several thousand U.S. Troops that President
Joe Biden deployed to eastern
Europe in the leadup to the war
were sent to the base, which is
about 60 miles (100 kilometers)
from Romania's border with
Ukraine.
The centerpiece of the first
lady's trip comes Sunday Mother's Day - when Biden, a
mother of three, meets with displaced Ukrainians who sought
refuge across the border in
Slovakia.
Biden's daughter, Ashley
Biden, had planned to accompany her mother
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ore civilians have been
rescued from the tunnels
M
under a besieged steel plant in
Mariupol, a Ukrainian official
said Friday, even as fighters
holed up at the sprawling complex made their last stand to prevent Moscow's complete
takeover of the strategic port city.
The fight in the last
Ukrainian stronghold of a city
reduced to ruins by the Russian
onslaught appeared increasingly desperate amid growing
speculation that President
Vladimir Putin wants to finish
the battle for Mariupol so he
can present a triumph to the
Russian people in time for
Monday's Victory Day, the
biggest patriotic holiday on
the Russian calendar.
Some 2,000 Ukrainian
fighters, by Russia's most recent
estimate, are holed up in a vast
maze of tunnels and bunkers
beneath Azovstal steelworks
— and they have repeatedly
refused to surrender. Ukraine

said a few hundred civilians
were also trapped there — and
as the battle has ramped up in
recent days, fears for their safety have only grown. “We conducted another stage of a complex operation to evacuate people from Mariupol and
Azovstal. I can say that we
managed to take out almost
500 civilians,” the head of
Ukraine's presidential office,
Andriy Yermak, said Friday on
the Telegram messaging app.
It was not clear if that figure referred entirely to new
evacuations or included around
100 who were rescued over the
weekend in a United Nationsassisted operation. It was also
not clear how many might be
left underground, but U.N.
Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres said Thursday that the
organization “must continue to
do all we can to get people out
of these hellscapes."
People escaping Mariupol
typically have to pass through
contested areas and many
checkpoints — sometimes taking days to reach relative safety in the Ukrainian-controlled

city of Zaporizhzhia, about 140
miles (230 kilometers) to the
northwest. Ahead of Victory
Day — which marks the Soviet
Union's triumph over Nazi
Germany — municipal workers
and volunteers cleaned up what
remains of Mariupol, a city that
is now under Russia's control
apart from the steel plant.
Bulldozers scooped up debris
and and people swept streets —
with a backdrop of buildings
hollowed out by shelling.
Workers repaired a model of
warship, and Russian flags were
hoisted on utility poles.
The fall of Mariupol would
deprive Ukraine of a vital port,
allow Russia to establish a land
corridor to the Crimean
Peninsula, which it seized from
Ukraine in 2014, and free up
troops to fight elsewhere in the
Donbas, the eastern industrial
region that the Kremlin says is
now its chief objective. Its capture also holds symbolic value
since the city has been the
scene of some of the worst suffering of the war and a surprisingly fierce resistance.
While they pounded away

at the plant, Russian forces
struggled to make significant
gains elsewhere, 10 weeks into
a devastating war that has
killed thousands of people,
forced millions to flee the
country and flattened large
swaths of cities.
The Ukrainian military's
General Staff said Friday that its
forces repelled 11 attacks in the
Donbas and destroyed tanks
and armored vehicles, further
frustrating Putin's ambitions
after his abortive attempt to
seize Kyiv. Russia gave no
immediate acknowledgement
of those losses.
Ukrainian chief of defense,
Gen. Valerii Zaluzhnyi, meanwhile, said Thursday that a
counteroffensive could begin to
push Russian forces away from
Kharkiv and Izyum — two
cities key to the Russian campaign in the Donbas, where
Moscow-backed separatists
have been fighting Ukrainian
troops for eight years. Already,
Ukrainian fighters have driven
Russian troops some 40 kilometers (25 miles) east of
Kharkiv in recent days.

to Europe, but backed out
after learning Thursday that
she was a close contact of someone who tested positive for
COVID-19, said Michael
LaRosa, the first lady's
spokesperson. Ashley Biden
tested negative, LaRosa said.
"I can only imagine the
grief families are feeling," Jill
Biden said this week. "I know
that we might not share a language, but I hope that I can convey, in ways so much greater
than words, that their resilience
inspires me, that they are not forgotten, and that all Americans
stand with them still."
The first lady also will meet
during the trip with humanitarian aid workers, educators,
government officials and U.S.
Embassy personnel, the White
House said.
Nearly 6 million Ukrainians,
mostly women and children,
have fled their country since
Russia's invasion, according to
the U.N. Refugee agency. Many
have resettled in next-door
countries, like Romania and
Slovakia, or have gone elsewhere in Europe to try to rebuild
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he UN's Food and
Agricultural Organization
T
is pointing to “anecdotal evidence” that Russian forces are
stealing grain from Ukraine, at
a time when the country's
ports have been all but unable
to export following the Russian
invasion.
Josef
Schmidhuber,
deputy director of FAO's markets and trade division, told
reporters at a UN briefing in
Geneva that about 700,000
tons of grain had “disappeared”
in Ukraine. He cautioned that
there were no “statistics” about
possible theft.
“There's anecdotal evidence that Russian troops have
destroyed storage capacity and
that they are looting the storage grain that is available,” he
said. “They are also stealing
farm equipment.”
He pointed to “quite a bit
of credibility” to footage shared
on social media suggesting
that “large amounts of grain all
being trucked out of the country by Russia.”

D=RWXTUdaVTbf^a[Sc^T]SfPaX]
DZaPX]TRP[[bXcbT]bT[TbbadcW[Tbb
0?Q D=8C43=0C8>=B

Antonio
Guterres urged the world to
Suniteecretary-General
and end the war in
Ukraine, calling it senseless,
ruthless and "limitless in its
potential for global harm."
The top U.N. Human
rights official said even a oneday cease-fire would prevent
dozens of civilian deaths and
injuries and allow several thousand others to flee Russian
attacks.
The U.N. Security Council
meeting on the protection of
civilians and civilian infrastructure in Ukraine heard a
briefing from Guterres on his
recent meetings with the
Russian and Ukrainian presidents that led to the first two
evacuations this week from the
besieged southeastern city of
Mariupol and its last Ukrainian
stronghold, the Azovstal steel
plant.
Humanitarian
chief
Martin Griffiths said a third
convoy left for Mariupol
Thursday, expects to arrive
Friday morning, and hopes to
evacuate civilians from the
plant.
Guterres said he did not
"mince words" with Russian
President Vladimir Putin that
his country's Feb. 24 invasion
of Ukraine is a violation of the
country's territorial integrity
and the U.N. Charter and "it
must end for the sake of the
people of Ukraine, Russia and
the entire world."
In his meetings with Putin
and Ukrainian President
Volodymyr
Zelenskyy,
Guterres said he also focused
on the need for quick action to
ensure a steady flow of food
and energy in open markets.
He stressed that "a meaningful solution to global food
insecurity requires reintegrating Ukraine's agricultural production and the food and fer-

tiliser production of Russia
and Belarus into world markets, despite the war."
Russia and Ukraine
together produce 30% of the
world's wheat supply, 20% of its
corn, and 75% of its sunflower
seed oil.
High Commissioner for
Human Rights Michelle
Bachelet said serious violations of human rights and
humanitarian law keep
increasing every day. Since
Russia invaded Ukraine on
Feb. 24, she said, 6,731 civilian
deaths and injuries have been
recorded and "the real figures
are considerably higher."
From late February for
about five weeks, she said,
Russian forces in areas around
Kyiv targeted civilian men
whom they considered suspicious, detaining, beating, summarily executing them and in
some cases taking them to
Belarus and Russia.
In other Russian-controlled areas including the
Kharkiv, Donetsk, Luhansk,
Zaporizhzhia and Kherson
regions, she said her office continues to document arbitrary
detentions and possible
enforced disappearances of
local officials, journalists, civil
society activists, retired members of the armed forces and
other civilians by Russian
troops and affiliated armed
groups.
"As of May 4, my office has

documented 180 such cases, of
which five victims were eventually found dead," Bachelet
said, adding that her staff has
also heard about cases of
women raped by Russian
armed forces in areas under
their control, and other allegations of sexual violence by
both Russians and Ukrainians.
A one-day cease-fire
would spare the lives of at least
50 civilians, prevent 30-70
civilians from being injured
and a dozen from becoming
disabled, and allow several
thousand civilians "to safely
leave areas where they are
currently trapped in hostilities.""Most importantly, a
cease-fire will show that the
horror in Ukraine can be
stopped," Bachelet said.
Griffiths, the U.N. Human
rights chief, said "the reverberations of this war are being
felt worldwide," and the U.N.
Which has reached more than
4.1 million people with some
form of aid across the country
will try to get food and medical supplies to more
Ukrainians.
The U.N. Will also keep
pushing for more civilians to
leave Mariupol and the
Azovstal plant, and explore "all
options to reach more people
in places where needs are the
greatest, in other parts of
Ukraine where civilians are so
deeply impacted by fighting,"
he said.

their lives.
More than 850,000
Ukrainians have entered
Romania since the invasion,
while nearly 400,000 have
crossed into Slovakia, according to government figures
from those countries.
Biden has long displayed
an interest in the plight of
refugees around the world.
In 2011, when her husband was vice president, she
traveled to drought-stricken
east Africa to visit with Somali
famine refugees at the Dadaab
camp in Kenya. In 2017, she
visited refugees in Chios,
Greece, as part of work by the
aid organization Save The
Children, on whose board she
served.
Some refugee advocates
said Biden's trip will send the
message that the United States
takes seriously its humanitarian commitment to the
Ukrainian people.
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apan should focus more on
peaceful diplomacy with
China instead of on military
deterrence as tensions rise
around Chinese-claimed
Taiwan, the Governor of the
nearby southern Japanese
island of Okinawa said on
Friday.
He also urged that the burden on Okinawa of hosting a
majority of the American
troops in Japan be reduced.
“We are strongly alarmed,”
Okinawa Gov. Denny Tamaki
said of discussions in parliament about the possibility of a
security emergency involving
Taiwan, and concerns that
Okinawa, 600 kilometers (370
miles) away, could become
embroiled in it.
Tamaki was speaking
online from the prefectural
capital of Naha ahead of the
50th anniversary of Okinawa's
return to Japan on May 15,
1972, 20 years after most of
Japan regained independence
from the U.S. Occupation following World War II.
There is concern in
Okinawa, with its continuing
heavy US military presence,
over rising tensions resulting
from China's increasingly
assertive military actions in the
region and its rivalry with the
United States. There is also
worry that the Russian invasion
of Ukraine might embolden
Beijing. China claims independently governed Taiwan as
its own territory, and control-

J

ling the island is a key component of Beijing's political and
military thinking. In October,
Chinese leader Xi Jinping reiterated that “reunification of the
nation must be realized, and
will definitely be realized.”
In what Beijing calls a
warning to advocates of
Taiwanese independence and
their foreign allies, China has
been staging threatening military exercises and flying fighter planes near Taiwan's airspace, including on Feb. 24, the
day Russia began its invasion of
Ukraine.
“Any escalation of problems over the Taiwan Strait and
the contingency of Okinawa
being a target of attack must
never happen or be allowed to
happen,” Tamaki said.
The ongoing tension has
rekindled fears among
Okinawans that they may be
sacrificed again by mainland
Japan, as in the Battle of
Okinawa that killed some
200,000 people, half of them
civilians, near the end of
World War II. Japan views
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sraeli security forces on
Friday launched a massive
manhunt for two Palestinians
suspected of carrying out a
stabbing rampage that killed
three Israelis in the predominantly ultra-orthodox town of
Elad on Israel's Independence
Day, the latest in a series of
deadly assaults deep inside the
country in recent weeks.
Police have launched a
massive search operation for
the assailants, identified as
As'ad Al-Rafa'ani, 19 and Sabhi
abu Shakir, 20, both residents
of Jenin area in the West Bank,
setting up roadblocks and dispatching a helicopter. The stabbing on Thursday night, Israel's

I

Independence Day, is the seventh such incident in the past
45 days, taking the death toll
from such attacks in Israel to
19, police said. It came as
Israeli-Palestinian tensions
were already heightened by
violence at a major holy site in
Jerusalem sacred to Jews and
Muslims.
On Friday, Israeli Police
and the Shin Bet security services released the names of the
two suspects and said both are
residents of Jenin area in the
West Bank.
Jenin and its surrounding
areas have witnessed frequent
Israeli military raids and clashes between forces and
Palestinian militants in recent
weeks.

China's military rise as a
regional threat and has been
shifting its troops to defend
southwestern islands including
Okinawa and its outer islands,
deploying missile defense systems and other facilities, and
increasing joint drills with the
US military and other regional partners.
On Friday, Chinese
Foreign Ministry spokesperson
Zhao Lijian said Japan “has
been taking advantage of diplomatic activities to make an
issue of China, play up regional tensions and hype the socalled China threat," and that
Tokyo is “looking for excuses
for its military expansion.”
The US has consistently
expressed support for ensuring
that Taiwan can defend itself,
and Chinese military action
against the island in the shortto medium-term is generally
considered a remote possibility.
Noting that China is
Japan's biggest trading partner
and that Japan is China's second largest, Tamaki said their

close economic ties are indispensable. “I call for the
Japanese government to always
maintain calm and peaceful
diplomacy and dialogue to
improve its relations with
China, while working toward
easing US-China tension,” he
said. Okinawa at the time of its
reversion asked Japan to make
it a peaceful island free of military bases. Today, it still hosts
a majority of the approximately 50,000 US troops and their
military facilities in Japan, and
Tamaki said that burden should
be shared by all of Japan.
Because of the US bases,
Okinawa faces noise, pollution,
aircraft accidents and crime
related to American troops on
a daily basis, Tamaki said.
"That excessive US base
burden is still unresolved 50
years after the reversion,” he
said. "Okinawa's burden of the
US military bases is a key
diplomatic and security issue
that concerns all Japanese people.”
The biggest sticking point
between Okinawa and Tokyo is
the central government's insistence that a US Marine base in
a crowded neighborhood,
Futenma air station, be relocated within Okinawa instead
of moving it elsewhere as
demanded by many Okinawan
people.
While development projects over past five decades have
helped Okinawa's economy,
the average Okinawan's income
remains lowest among Japan's
47 prefectures, Tamaki said.
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resident Joe Biden has
named Karine Jean-Pierre
to be the next White House
press secretary, the first Black
woman and openly LGBTQ
person to serve in the role, with
incumbent Jen Psaki set to
leave the post next week.
Jean-Pierre takes on the
role as the White House faces
an uphill battle to help
Democrats hold onto the
House and Senate in this fall's
midterm elections, and as the
administration struggles to
address Americans' concerns
about soaring inflation and
the state of the economy.
She also comes into the job
as Biden faces a daunting array
of foreign policy challenges,
including the ongoing Russian
invasion of Ukraine and North
Korea's escalating nuclear testing programme. Biden is set to
visit South Korea and Japan
later this month and Europe in
June.
Biden is also bringing back
longtime Democratic strategist
Anita Dunn as his senior adviser. She had served in the Biden
White House last year for several months after Biden was
sworn into office.
"Karine not only brings the
experience, talent and integrity needed for this difficult job,
but she will continue to lead
way in communicating about
work of Biden-Harris administration on behalf of American
people," Biden said in a statement on Thursday praising
Jean-Pierre, who has served as
his principal deputy press sec-

P

3XY^QY^cdQ\\Y^WV_b]UbcUSebYdi
SXYUVQc8_^W;_^W\UQTUb
0?Q 7>=6:>=6

hina is installing a career
C
security official as the new
leader of Hong Kong in the culmination of a sweeping political transformation that has
gutted any opposition in the
Asian financial center and
placed it ever more firmly
under Beijing's control.
John Lee, formerly
the city's No. 2 official, is the
only candidate Sunday in what
is an election in name only.
Well over half of the 1,500member Election Committee
that selects the chief executive
has already endorsed him and
he needs only a simple majority to win. Speaking to supporters Friday, Lee acknowledged that Hong Kong has

deep-rooted problems and reiterated his intention to bring a
"results-oriented" approach.
"Hong Kong has to seize its
opportunity, we cannot afford
to wait, we cannot be late," the
64-year-old former police officer said. "We will have to consolidate Hong Kong as an international city, to develop Hong
Kong's potential as a free and
open society, to connect the
mainland of China and the
world."
Lee will replace Carrie Lam
on July 1. Her 5-year term was
marked by Hong Kong's most
tumultuous period since the
former British colony was
returned to China in 1997. The
election follows major changes
to Hong Kong's electoral laws
last year to ensure that only

"patriots" loyal to Beijing can
hold office. That also saw the
legislature reorganized to all
but eliminate opposition voices. The elaborate arrangements
surrounding the pre-determined outcome speak to
Beijing's desire for a veneer of
democracy. Though they will
vote in a secret ballot, Hong
Kong's electors have all been
carefully vetted.
"Even autocracies today
feel obligated to go through the
motions of staging an election
in order to project greater
legitimacy to their own population and to the international
community," said Yvonne Chiu,
a professor at the U.S. Naval
War College who has written
extensively about Hong Kong
politics.
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ustralia's defence minister
said on Friday that his
A
nation wants to continue having a strong friendship with the
Solomon Islands despite it
signing a security pact with
China.
Speaking on Australia's
Nine Network "Today" show,
Peter Dutton said Solomon
Islands Prime Minister
Manasseh Sogavare has been
very clear that he is not going
to allow a Chinese military base
to be built on the islands and
Australia is taking him at his
word. "The deal that has been
signed between the Solomon

Islands and China allows for a
security presence on the
Solomon Islands, that's the
whole basis of the agreement,"
Dutton added.
He said Sogavare "didn't
have a bad word to say about
Australia" in the lead-up to
signing the pact with China last
month.
"He's not saying that he
doesn't trust Australia or that
he's unhappy with the relationship, quite the opposite, in
fact, but the Chinese operate by
a very different rule than we
do," Dutton said. "We see that
in Africa and elsewhere, and
the presence of a security force
within the Solomon Islands is
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Washington: Multiple US organizations that support abortion rights called on Thursday
for nationwide protests on May
14, after a leaked draft opinion
showed the Supreme Court
poised to overturn its landmark
Roe v. Wade decision.
"We don't have the luxury
to waste any time," said Kelley
Robinson, executive director
of the Planned Parenthood
Action Fund -- the political arm
of the reproductive health care
provider Planned Parenthood - during a joint press call on
Thursday.
Robinson, along with leaders of three other national progressive organizations, called
for a "massive day of action" on
May 14, and announced four
"anchor marches" in New York,
Washington, Chicago and Los
Angeles, as well as "hundreds of
events all across the country."

"Nationwide we are going to
be expressing our outrage," said
Robinson. The groups are also
urging more mobilization
throughout summer, when final
Supreme Court decision is set to
be issued.
"It's no exaggeration to say
that for women of this country,
this will be a summer of rage,"
said Rachel Carmona, head of
group Women's March, which
was founded by organizers of
the first national opposition
rally to former president Donald
Trump in 2017.
Protests already erupted
around the country starting on
Monday night, when news outlet Politico published a draft
Supreme Court opinion that
said landmark 1973 Roe v.
Wade decision enshrining
national right to abortion was
"egregiously wrong from start."
AFP

a key aspect of the agreement
that they've signed."Sogavare
told lawmakers in Parliament
this week that opponents of the
security pact have demonstrated a lack of trust and
insulted his country. Sogavare
did not name the opponents.
Both the United States and
Australia have said a Chinese
militar y presence in the
Solomons - less than 2,000 kilometers from northeastern
Australia - would not be tolerated. They haven't been more
specific.
The pact has become an
issue in campaigning before
Australia holds elections on
May 21.
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n explosion ripped through
a four-story residential
A
building in central Madrid on
Friday, injuring at least 17 people. Emergency services said
they were searching for two
missing people.
Video released by the city of
Madrid showed paramedics
attending to injured at scene in
upmarket neighborhood of
Salamanca, as police and firefighters cordoned off streets
cluttered with glass and debris.
Four of injured were taken to a
hospital, including one person in
serious condition, after blast sent
plumes of smoke billowing over
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parts of area. Emergency crews
combed building to check structure and to search for anyone
trapped inside, Madrid Mayor
José Luis Martínez Almeida told
broadcaster Telemadrid.
Asked about reports saying
a gas leak had caused explosion,
the mayor said it was too early
to know. “What is known is that
some work was being done in
building, and neighbors said
there was a powerful explosion,” he said.

ritish Prime Minister Boris
Johnson led Conservative
B
Party on Friday suffered some

retary since Inauguration Day.
Psaki, who leaves White House
on May 13, praised her successor, noting the significance
of the history-making appointment.
"Representation matters
and she will give a voice to
many, but also make many
dream big about what is truly
possible," Psaki said. She said
Biden offered job to JeanPierre Thursday in Oval Office.
White House staffers were
gathered after offer and greeted Jean-Pierre with applause,
an official said.
Two "warm bottles" of
champagne were procured for
a toast in White House paper
cups, the official added, speaking on condition of anonymity to describe internal gathering.
When Jean-Pierre delivered her first press briefing last
year, she told reporters, "it's a
real honour to just be standing
here today." "I appreciate historic nature, I really do," she
said. She took lectern in press
briefing room instead of Psaki
and more frequently held offcamera "gaggles" with reporters
when Biden was travelling on
Air Force One.

key losses in the local elections
after the Opposition Labour
won some of the traditional
Tory strongholds in London.
Labour leader Sir Keir
Starmer said the party had
reached a "turning point" and
was "back on track" to succeed
at the next General Election
after grabbing the councils of
Westminster, Wandsworth and
Barnet in London.
The Tories had held the
Westminster council in the
heart of London since its creation in 1964 and Wandsworth
in south London since 1978.
"This is a big turning point.
From the depths of the 2019
general election, we're back
on track. We've sent a message
to the Prime Minister: Britain
deserves better," Starmer said,
during a visit to Barnet on
Thursday.
However, according to
early results and trends, the picture looks mixed for the rest of
England.
"We've had some difficult
results and we can see that in
London… but it does not
demonstrate that Labour has
the momentum to form the
next
government,"
Conservative Party co-chair
Oliver Dowden told the BBC.
The partygate scandal of
Johnson and his close aides
being found in breach of
COVID-19 lockdown measures as well as the rising cost

of living crisis are being seen as
impacting the local elections
for councils and boroughs
across England, Scotland and
Wales.
The elections, held on
Thursday for 140 England
councils, 32 in Scotland and 22
in Wales, are mostly about
local issues but UK government
politics at Westminster does
have some bearing on voters'
choice.
Councillors are elected to
represent the views of the local
community and make decisions on delivering services
such as local transport, health
and construction planning.
Outside London, Labour
welcomed winning in
Southampton, overturning the
small majority Boris Johnson's
party had there from the last set
of local elections.
It also gained the new
Cumberland authority but the
Liberal Democrats took
Kingston-upon-Hull in a big
defeat for Labour after 11 years.
Lib Dem Leader Ed Davey
welcomed the "very promising"
results for his party.
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New Delhi: Investors became
poorer by over C4.47 lakh crore
on Friday as markets faced
severe drubbing, mirroring
weak trends in global equities.
The 30-share BSE benchmark dived 866.65 points or
1.56 per cent to settle at
54,835.58. During the day, it
tumbled 1,115.48 points or 2
per cent to 54,586.75.
Tracking an extremely
weak trend in equities, the
market capitalisation of BSElisted
firms
tumbled
C4,47,172.57 crore to
C2,55,17,716.80 crore.
Weak global markets,
unabated foreign fund outflows and firm crude oil prices
played spoilsport for equities.
Foreign institutional
investors offloaded shares
worth C2,074.74 crore on
Thursday, according to stock

exchange data.
Elsewhere in Asia, markets
in Hong Kong, Shanghai and
Korea settled significantly
lower, while Tokyo ended higher.
Exchanges in Europe were
trading in the negative zone in

the afternoon session.
Stock exchanges in the US
fell sharply in the overnight
trade on Thursday.
Meanwhile, international
oil benchmark Brent crude
jumped 2.01 per cent to USD
113.3 per barrel.

"The single important factor roiling global equity markets is the reemergence of
inflation as a major threat and
market's scepticism over the
central banks' ability to contain
inflation without triggering a
sharp economic slowdown.
"Nasdaq is at one-year lows
and S&P 500 appears to be
moving in that direction. India
cannot remain uncoupled from
this trend particularly when
FPIs are on a selling spree and
have more firepower to remain
bearish," said V K Vijayakumar,
Chief Investment Strategist at
Geojit
Financial
Services.
From the Sensex pack,
Bajaj Finance, Axis Bank, Bajaj
Finserv, Nestle, Wipro, HDFC,
Infosys, HDFC Bank and
UltraTech Cement were the
major laggards.
PTI
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New Delhi: Three-member
Italian delegation led by
Raffaela
Langella, the
Counsellor of International
affairs of the Confederation of
Italian Industry, held a meeting
with the Department of
Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare of Haryana in New
Delhi in context to the probabalities of procurement of sunflower produced in Haryana.
The delegation discussed in
detail the probabalities of pro-

curement of sunflower produced in Haryana with Dr
Hardeep Singh, Director
General, Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare Department,
Haryana in a meeting held at
Haryana Bhawan in New
Delhi. Italian delegation was
apprised by Agriculture &
Farmers Welfare Department,
Haryana that approximately
20 thousand metric tonnes of
sunflower is being produced in
Haryana.
PNS

Mumbai: Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush Goyal
on Friday said India will be able
to conclude a free trade agreement (FTA) with the European
Union by next year.
Speaking at an event organised by the IMC Chamber of
Commerce, Goyal said the
country has already sealed pacts
with the UAE and Australia, and
is in negotiations with other
countries or blocs including
the EU, UK, Canada and Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC).
“By next year, we would be
able to conclude an FTA with
the EU,” Goyal said, adding that
a delegation from Italy including its foreign minister is in
New Delhi now with which he
will be having deliberations.
Already, three rounds of
negotiations have been held
with the UK and there is a possibility of a fourth round soon,
Goyal said, adding that he will
be meeting the representatives
on May 26-27.
The FTAs will push
growth in India and create
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New Delhi: Reliance Jio on
Friday posted an about 24 per
cent increase in standalone
profit after tax to C4,173 crore
for the quarter ended March
2022.
The company had registered a profit after tax (PAT) of
C3,360 crore in the same period a year ago, the company said
in a filing.
The standalone revenue
from operations increased by
over 20 per cent to C20,901
crore, from C17,358 crore in
the March 2021 quarter.
For the financial year
ended March 31, 2022,
Reliance Jio's consolidated PAT
increased by about 23 per cent
to C14,854 crore, compared to
C12,071 crore in FY21.
The annual revenue from
operations grew by about 10.3
per cent to C77,356 crore in
2021-22, from C70,127 crore a
year ago.
PTI

New Delhi: The Government's
decision to allow surety bonds
as substitute for bank guarantees in government procurement have opened a new
avenue for the general insurance sector and will also help
create cross-selling opportunities for the industry, said Bajaj
Allianz General Insurance
CEO Tapan Singhel.
Surety bonds contracts
typically involve three parties –
the Principal, the Contractor,
and the Surety Provider, that is
the insurance company. A surety bond is a risk transfer mechanism for the Principal and
protects the Principal from
the losses that may arise in case
the contractor fails to perform
its obligation.
As per the guidelines by the
regulator, all the general insurers who are registered under
the Insurance Act, 1938 to
transact in the business of general insurance are eligible to
handle the business related to
surety bonds.

"With Surety Bonds, there
will be a new class of business for
the general insurance industry.
We are optimistic that this risk
management tool will help the
insurance industry grow thus
increasing the insurance penetration in India. Surety Bonds
business will also help create
cross-selling opportunities for
the industry," he told PTI.
Unlike bank guarantees,
Surety Bonds do not require
security over assets and hence
this will further increase trust
in the insurance industry since
the principal's loss gets covered
which overall reduces the
dependency on banks, he
said.
PTI

3RZHU0LQDVNVDOOLPSRUWHGFRDOEDVHG
WKHUPDOSODQWVWRUXQRQIXOOFDSDFLW\

6^[SSTR[X]Tb
QhC!$ bX[eTa
cd\Q[TbC '

3U^dbUcX_e\TS_]`U^cQdU
CdQdUcV_bY]`_bdY^WS_Q\*19@56

New Delhi: Private sector
lender Federal Bank on Friday
reported a 13.2 per cent rise in
its standalone net profit to
C541 crore in the March 2022
quarter. The bank had posted a
net profit of C478 crore in the
same quarter previous
fiscal.
The total income during
the January-March quarter of
2021-22 increased to C 3,948.24
crore against C3,843.87 crore in
the same period of the preceding fiscal, Federal Bank said in
a regulatory filing.
For the entire FY22, the net
profit (standalone) surged by
18.8 per cent to C1,889.82

crore, compared to C 1,590.30
crore in FY21.
The total income in FY22
rose slightly to C15,749.85 crore
from
C15,716.61
crore.
On the front of asset quality, the gross non-performing
assets (NPAs) improved to 2.80
per cent of the gross advances
as of March 31, 2022, from 3.41
per cent a year ago.
In value terms, the gross
NPAs stood at C 4,136.74 crore,
down from C4,602.39
crore.Likewise, the net NPAs too
declined to 0.96 per cent
(C1,392.62 crore) from 1.19 per
cent (C1,569.28 crore).
PTI

New Delhi: The All India
Power Engineers Federation
(AIPEF) has urged the central
government to compensate
states for importing coal in the
absence of adequate dry fuel for
thermal plants.
"AIPEF has demanded that
the Centre compensate each
and every state that is being
forced to import coal in
absence of adequate domestic
coal. In absence of this financial help, financial condition of
the utilities will deteriorate
further," an AIPEF statement
said.
V K Gupta, spokesperson
for AIPEF, said the federation
has written a letter to Union
Power Minister R K Singh in
this regard. The letter said
forcing states to import coal to
bridge the supply-demand gap,
"created through sheer mismanagement and lack of anticipation and planning is not
appreciable".
Gupta said the landed
cost of coal in thermal plants of
Punjab and Haryana is around
C5,500 per tonne. The cost of
Indonesian coal is around USD
200 per tonne or around
C15,000 per tonne. Besides,

New Delhi: Gold in the
national capital on Friday
dipped by C251 to C51,035 per
10 grams reflecting overnight
decline in international precious metal prices, according to
HDFC Securities.
In the previous trade, the
precious metal settled at
C51,286 per 10 grams.
Silver also tumbled C 1,080
to C62,435 per kg from C63,515
per kg in the previous trade.
In the international market, gold was trading marginally higher at USD 1,878 per
ounce and silver was flat at
USD
22.39
per
ounce.
"Gold prices traded firm
with spot gold prices at
COMEX trading 0.13 per cent
up at USD 1,878 per ounce on
Friday. Gold prices recovered
from early lows following
weakness in dollar index," said
Tapan Patel, Senior Analyst
(Commodities) at HDFC
Securities.
PTI

E^[cPbbWPaTb
cd\Q[T]TPa[h
'PUcTa<PaRW
`dPacTaTPa]X]Vb

;C8]U^cTRW<X]ScaTTP]]^d]RT
\TVP\TaVTac^RaTPcTTUUXRXT]c
[PaVTbRP[T8CbTaeXRTb_a^eXSTa
Mumbai: L&T Infotech and
Mindtree on Friday announced
a mega-merger to create an efficient and scaled-up IT services
provider, exceeding USD 3.5
billion in combined revenue,
according to a statement.
The name of the combined entity will be
'LTIMindtree', the statement
said.
In an all-share deal, L&T
Infotech will offer 73 shares for
every 100 shares of Mindtree.
"Upon the scheme becoming effective, all shareholders of
Mindtree will be issued shares
of LTI at the ratio of 73 shares
of LTI for every 100 shares of
Mindtree," as per the statement.
The new shares of LTI so
issued will be traded on the
NSE and BSE. Larsen & Toubro
Limited will hold 68.73 per cent
of LTI after the merger.
The transaction is subject
to shareholder and regulatory
approvals.
Commenting on the merger, LTI Chairman AM Naik
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New Delhi: Tata Power has
reported an over 31 per cent
rise in its consolidated net
profit to C 632.37 crore in the
March 2022 quarter, mainly on
the back of higher revenues.
Its consolidated net profit
was C481.21 crore in the yearago quarter, according to a
statement.
"Consolidated PAT before
Exceptional Items up by 76 per
cent YoY (year-on-year) at
C775 Crore in March quarter vs
C440 Crore in Q4 FY21 (March
quarter)," the company said in
the statement.
The consolidated revenue
surged 16 per cent to Rs 12,085
crore in the March quarter,
compared to C10,379 crore a
year ago. In 2021-22, the consolidated net profit rose to

C2,155.61 crore from C1,438.65
crore in the preceding fiscal.
The company stated that
FY22 consolidated PAT (profit after tax) before exceptional
items was up by 61 per cent
year-on-year at C2,298 crore
compared to C1,424 crore in
FY21. The consolidated revenue increased 28 per cent to
C42,576 crore in FY22 from
C33,239 crore in the previous
financial year.

payment to the generating
company according to the
benchmark rate worked out by
the group or at a rate mutually negotiated with the generating company.
The order also provided
that surplus power at these
plants shall be sold in the
power exchanges. The net profit, if any, by the sale of power
which is not sold to the PPA
holder (discom) and is sold in
the power exchanges, shall be
shared between the generator
and PPA holder in the ratio of
50:50 on monthly basis.
This order shall remain
valid up to October 31, 2022,
the ministry said. The ministry
noted that the power demand
has gone up by almost 20 per
cent in energy terms and the
supply of domestic coal has
increased but the rise in the
supply is not sufficient to meet
the increased demand for
power.
PTI

capacity. In the case of imported coal-based plants under the
insolvency proceeding, the resolution professionals will take
steps to make them functional. These plants will supply
power in the first instance to
the PPA (power purchase
agreement) holders (discoms).
Any surplus power left thereafter or any power for which
there is no PPA will be sold in
the power exchanges, the ministry said.
Where the plant has PPA
with multiple discoms then in
such cases, one discom does
not schedule any quantity of
power according to its PPA,
that power will be offered to
other PPA holder(s) and any
remaining quantity thereafter
will be sold through the power
exchanges, it added.
Considering the fact that
the present PPAs do not provide for the pass-through of the
present high cost of imported

more jobs as well, Goyal said,
making it clear that the country is looking for fair, equitable
and win-win partnerships with
other countries or blocs.
Pointing out that the country recorded USD 38 billion in
exports in April, the highest for
the month after the busy March
when businesses are keen to
seal sales before the financial
year-end, Goyal said that a closer look at the numbers indicates that India is emerging as
a manufacturing hub for highclass products.
This indicates that programmes like the performance
linked incentive scheme and
the infrastructure push are
bearing the expected results,
Goyal said. Pointing to GST
collections of over Rs 1.67 lakh
crore in March, Goyal said it is
very redeeming that the economic activity is back beyond
the expectations of the analysts'
community and added that
the surge in purchasing managers' indices is also reflective
of the same revival.
PTI

New Delhi: Shares of air conditioning and engineering services company Voltas Ltd tumbled nearly 8 per cent on Friday
after the firm reported a 23.46
per cent decline in its consolidated net profit in the fourth
quarter ended March.
The stock tanked 7.71 per
cent to settle at C1,069 on the
BSE. During the day, it declined
9.77 per cent to C1,045.
At the NSE, it tumbled
7.98 per cent to settle at C1,065
apiece.
In traded volume terms,
2.20 lakh shares were traded at
the BSE and over 42.79 lakh
shares at the NSE during the
day.
Voltas Ltd on Thursday
reported a 23.46 per cent
decline in its consolidated net
profit at C182.71 crore in the
fourth quarter ended March.
The Tata group firm had
posted a consolidated net profit of C238.72 crore in the
January-March quarter of the
last fiscal, Voltas said in a regulatory filing.
PTI

coal, the rates at which the
power shall be supplied to the
PPA holders (discoms) shall be
worked out by a committee
constituted by the Ministry of
Power (MoP) with representatives from the ministry, CEA
(central electricity authority)
and CERC (Centra Electricity
Regulatory Commission).
This committee will ensure
that benchmark rates of power
so worked out meets all the
prudent costs of using imported coal for generating power,
including the present coal
price, shipping costs and O&M
(operation and maintenance)
costs and a fair margin, the official order stated. Where the
generators/group companies
or coal mines abroad, the mining profit will be set off to the
extent of the shareholding of
the generating / group company in the coal mine.
The PPA holders (discoms)
shall have an option to make

New Delhi: The power ministry has directed all imported
coal-based plants to run on full
capacity amid the ongoing dry
fuel shortage at thermal plants
crippling electricity generation.
In an office order issued in
this regard on Thursday by the
ministry, it is noted that most
of the states have allowed passthrough of the higher cost of
imported coal to consumers,
which aided to make operational 10,000 MW capacity
out of the total 17,600 MW
imported coal-based thermal
plants in the country.
However, the ministry said
that "some imported coalbased capacity is still not operating".
The ministry issued directions under Section 11 of the
Electricity Act. It has directed
that all imported coal-based
power plants shall operate and
generate power to their full

The Board has also recommended a dividend of Rs
1.75 per equity share of Rs one
each (at the rate of 175 per
cent) to the shareholders for the
year ended March 31, 2022.
The dividend recommended by the Board is subject
to the approval of the shareholders at the ensuing 103rd
annual general meeting (AGM)
scheduled to be held on July 7,
2022.
PTI

said, "The highly complementary businesses of LTI and
Mindtree will make this integration a 'win-win' proposition
for our customers, investors,
shareholders, and employees".
Elaborating on the merger,
Naik told reporters that DC
Chatterjee will lead the merged
entity.
LTI CEO Sanjay Jalona has
resigned from the company, citing personal reasons.
"Given that recent industry
shifts (e.G., prominence of
large deals, preference for endto-end offerings) are benefitting at-scale players, the two
companies have decided that
the time is appropriate to combine the strengths of both
organisations to better serve the
customers," the statement
said.
PTI

there are transportation charges
of C3,300 per tonne from the
seaport in Gujarat to thermal
plants of Punjab and Haryana.
The minimum cost difference between domestic and
imported coal would be about
C13,500 per tonne.
Punjab will have to bear an
extra expenditure of about
C800 crore if it imports the
complete 6 lakh tonne target. In
the case of Haryana, this

amount will be C1,200 crore for
a 9 lakh tonne target. In the
case of other states, where targets are much bigger, financial
implications will be more, it
stated.
The federation said that as
per an RTI information, the
railway ministry ordered total
52,112 wagons in the last five
years and there is a pending
supply of 14,050 wagons as of
March 31, 2022.
PTI
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Mumbai: The rupee slumped
57 paise to close at 76.92 (provisional) against the US dollar
on Friday, weighed down by a
strong American currency
overseas and firm crude oil
prices. At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the rupee
opened lower at 76.61 against
the greenback, and finally settled for the day at 76.92, down
57 paise over its previous close.
During the trading session, the rupee witnessed an
intra-day high of 76.56 and a
low of 76.96.On Thursday, the
rupee had closed at 76.35.
The dollar index, which
gauges the greenback's strength
against a basket of six currencies, was trading 0.30 per cent
lower at 103.44.Global oil
benchmark Brent crude futures
advanced 2.31 per cent to USD
113.46 per barrel.
The 30-share BSE Sensex
ended 866.65 points or 1.56 per
cent lower at 54,835.58, while

the broader NSE Nifty fell
271.40 points or 1.63 per cent
to 16,411.25.
"Rupee had a sweltering
time today as it plunged around
a percentage point following
risk-off moods and surge in
crude oil prices," said Dilip
Parmar, Research Analyst,
HDFC Securities.
The dollar index touched a
two-decade high of 104.06 and
headed for the sixth consecutive weekly decline as market
participants, pricing-in hawkish Federal Reserves, dumped
equities and rushed for US
Treasuries, Parmar added. PTI
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New Delhi: State-owned Oil
and Natural Gas Corporation
(ONGC) has won 18 out of the
21 areas offered for finding and
producing oil and gas in the
sixth bid round under Open
Acreage Licensing Policy,
according to the upstream regulator DGH.
Oil India Ltd (OIL) walked
away with two blocks and Sun
Petrochemicals Pvt Ltd got
one block, the Directorate
General of Hydrocarbons said
announcing the winners of the
OALP-VI round.
The 21 blocks or areas
offered for exploration and
production of oil and gas in
Open Acreage Licensing Policy
(OALP) Bid Round-VI attract-

ed just 3 bidders at the close of
bidding on October 6,
2021.
Of the 21 blocks on offer,
18 got a single bid and the
remaining 3 blocks had two
bidders. ONGC, India's largest
oil producer, had bid for 19
blocks while OIL bid for two.
ONGC was the sole bidder in
16 blocks and OIL was the only
bidder in the two areas it
sought for.
Sun Petrochemicals bid for
three blocks, where it is locked
in competition with ONGC.
Vedanta Ltd and RelianceBP combine, which had bid in
previous rounds of OALP, did
not bid in the current
round.
PTI
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Jewar: Dr Mahesh Sharma,
former Minister and present
Member of Parliament, inaugurated a 10 KW solar power
unit, set up by Volvo Car India,
at the community health centre at Jewar in Gautam Buddh
Nagar.
The Health Centre is serving over 102 villages and more
than one lakh people avail of its
services and this power backup will serve the long felt need
for the health centre, the MP
said.
We plan to install such plants
in health centres across India,
said Volvo Cars India MD
Jyoti Malhotra.
PNS
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angers produced one of their
greatest European performances
to beat RB Leipzig 3-1 on
Thursday to reach the Europa League
final 3-2 on aggregate.
James Tavernier and Glen Kamara
turned the tie around inside the first 24
minutes at an emotionally charged
Ibrox as players and fans united to pay
tribute to long-serving kitman Jimmy
Bell, who died on Tuesday.
Christopher Nkunku hit back for
Leipzig in the second half, but John
Lundstram scored the winner nine
minutes from time.
Giovanni van Bronckhorst's men
will face Eintracht Frankfurt in the final
in Seville on May 18 in just their second European final in 50 years.
The Scottish champions lost to
Zenit St Petersburg in the UEFA Cup
final of 2008, but have had to start again
from the fourth tier following a financial collapse in 2012.
Last season they ended Celtic's run
of nine league titles in a row and will
return to the Champions League for the
first time since 2010 with victory over
Frankfurt at the Ramon Sanchez
Pizjuan in 13 days' time.
Leipzig's 1-0 advantage from the
first leg was blown away early on in
front of a cacophonous noise.
Right-back Tavernier moved outright as the top scorer in the competition with seven goals, all of which have
come in the knockout phase, when he
timed his run to perfection to turn in
Ryan Kent's cross.
Kamara then guided a wonderful
finish low into the far corner from outside the box and kissed his black arm-
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intracht
Frankfurt
E
reached their first
European final for 42 years

band in tribute to Bell.
Joe Aribo should have made it three
within half an hour when he missed his
kick from point-blank range.
Leipzig lost just once in 19 games
between January and April, but have

$UWHWDVLJQVQHZ
FRQWUDFWDW$UVHQDO

0?Q ;>=3>=

rsenal manager Mikel Arteta
has signed a new three-year
contract that will keep him at the
Emirates until 2025.
The 40-year-old took over at
the Emirates Stadium in
December 2019 following the
dismissal of Unai Emery.
The Spaniard is close to taking the Gunners back into the
Champions League after a fiveyear absence, with the side currently fourth in the Premier
League as the season enters its
final stages.
"I'm excited, grateful and
really, really happy today," Arteta
said.
"When I spoke to Josh
(Kroenke, son of owner Stan
Kroenke) he could see the club

A

at the same point and he wanted to take the club the way I
wanted to do it. So everything
that he's said, and that Stan has
said when I've been together
with both of them, they've
always delivered.
"We want to take the club to
the next level and to compete
really with the top teams. In
order to do that, we have to be
playing in the Champions
League.
"We have to be able to
evolve the team, improve our
players, improve all departments, generate even more connection with our fans, improve
the atmosphere at the Emirates,
be able to recruit top, top talent
and the best people for this club
to drive this project to that
level."
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iverpool forward Mohamed Salah is readying himself for a "revenge" mission against Real Madrid in
this month's Champions League final.
Salah, who received the Football Writers'
Association's Footballer of the Year award in London
on Thursday, was forced off injured early on after a
Sergio Ramos challenge as Liverpool were beaten by Real
in the 2018 final in Kyiv.
Now the two sides, who between them have been
crowned champions of Europe on 19 occasions, will
meet in this season's final in Paris on May 28 following Real's extraordinary comeback win over Manchester
City on Wednesday and Liverpool's defeat of Villarreal
the day before. Egypt international Salah, 29, when asked
if he saw the final as a chance for Liverpool to gain
revenge for their defeat four years ago by 13-times
European kings Real, replied: "Yes, we lost in the final,
it was a sad day for all of us and I think
it is revenge time.
"I'm so excited, I
said before the game
that I wanted to play
Madrid in the final.
"I'm sure it is going
to be a tough game,
they beat a lot of good
teams so we just need
to focus on the
game."
Liverpool are
bidding for an
unprecedented
quadruple of
all four English
major trophies
in one season.
He said he hoped his latest individual honour would
prove a catalyst for more
Liverpool success.

L

now been beaten in three of their last
four to put their chances of Champions
League football next season hanging in
the balance.
The Germans enjoyed the majority of the ball in the second half and

were back on level terms in the tie
when Nkunku steered home his 32nd
goal of the season from Angelino's
cross.
Rangers then had to dig deep just
to keep Leipzig at bay, but they found

after a 1-0 home win on
Thursday over 10-man West
Ham sealed a 3-1 aggregate
victory in their Europa
League semi-final.
West Ham had left-back
Aaron Cresswell sent off early
on and Hammers manager
David Moyes was also dismissed from the sidelines
with 12 minutes left for arguing with the referee.
Colombia striker Rafael
Borre netted the first-half
winner on the night to book
Frankfurt a place in the
Europa League final.
Borre scored just after
Cresswell was sent off, leaving the visitors a man down
for more than an hour and
needing to score twice just to
force extra time.
Frankfurt had been dealt
an early blow when key

the winner late on.
Kent's cross to the back post
caused panic in the Leipzig defence and
the loose ball broke to Lundstram to
stroke into an unguarded net and spark
wild scenes of celebration.

defender Martin Hinteregger
limped off with a leg injury.
When a long ball put
Frankfurt's Jens Hauge into
space, Cresswell pulled back
the Norwegian, who went
down just outside the area.
Cresswell, who was also
sent off in the quarter-final
first leg against Lyon, was initially only booked, but referee Jesus Gil Manzano brandished the red card after a
VAR review.
Moyes responded by
swapping Ben Johnson for
forward Manuel Lanzini.
Yet Frankfurt went ahead
in the 26th minute.
When the hosts attacked
down the right flank, Ansgar
Knauff 's cross found Borre,
who fired home unmarked in
the area.
West Ham had chances
of their own and as the visitors pushed for an equaliser,
Manzano banished Moyes to
the stands after the Scot lost
his temper.
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ammy Abraham fired
Roma into the inaugural
T
final of the Europa Conference
League on Thursday with the
only goal in a 1-0 win over
Leicester City which put the
Italian side through 2-1 on
aggregate.
Abraham smashed home a
powerful header in the 11th
minute at a bouncing Stadio
Olimpico in Rome to give Jose
Mourinho's team their first
European final in more than
three decades, the first of the
new competition.
They await Feyenoord in
Tirana, Albania on May 25
after the Dutch side prevailed
3-2 in the other semi-final, and
they will be backed by an army
of supporters who got behind
their team in stirring fashion.
Roma fans haven't seen
their team win a trophy since
2008 and the roar let out at the
final whistle was one of massive
relief after spending much of
the match on the back foot
against the Foxes, themselves
gunning for a first major continental final.
Brendan Rodgers' team ran
into ground against a typically well-organised Mourinho
side who were content to let
Leicester do the running and
try to pick the away side off on
the break once their aggregate
advantage was established early
on.
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eyenoord are through to
F
their first European final
in two decades after holding
Roma's last European final
-- in the old UEFA Cup -- was
lost to Inter Milan in 1991.
A crowd of 65,000 had
already been whipped up by a
strong start for the home team
when Abraham almost brought
the roof off, meeting Lorenzo
Pellegrini's corner with a header that flew past Kasper
Schmeichel.
The England international's goal was just reward for
Roma's enterprising start which
featured smart Schmeichel
stops but as the half wore on
Leicester shook off the cobwebs

and started to get a foothold.
From there the match settled into a pattern of Leicester
trying to push past a wellorganised Roma rearguard, initially without success as the
away side didn't have a single
shot on target in the opening
period.
Leicester's first effort on
target didn't come until 11
minutes from the end, when
James Maddison's low dive
was easily collected by Rui
Patricio and after that the hosts
had some decent opportunities
themselves.

Marseille to a 0-0 draw in
France on Thursday to win
their Europa Conference
League semi-final 3-2 on
aggregate.
The Dutch club made
good their victory in the first
leg last week in Rotterdam to
set up a clash with Jose
Mourinho's Roma in the
inaugural final of the new
third-tier European competition.
That match will be played
on May 25 in the Albanian
capital Tirana, 250 kilometres
away from where Feyenoord

began their campaign against
Drita of Kosovo in the qualifying rounds last July.
Marseille's hopes of turning the tie around were dealt
a huge blow when playmaker Dimitri Payet was forced
off injured before half-time at
the Velodrome.
The home side were
deprived of a part of their
support with the stadium
closed at one end by UEFA as
a punishment following the
trouble that marred their win
over Greek club PAOK in the
quarter-finals.
They rarely really looked
like scoring after losing Payet
and they are left to focus on
their quest to finish in the top
three in Ligue 1 and qualify
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ouble Olympic medallist P V
Sindhu says she can't pick her
D
toughest opponent in the international circuit as all are of the same
standard and one has to be always
alert irrespective of the world
ranking of the player.
"I feel nobody is tough and at
the same time, anybody is beatable," she said during an interaction at the ongoing Goa Fest
2022 on Friday.
"Right now everybody is of
same standards, you can't think
that a higher ranking player will

couple of months away. It was a bit
sad. We were waiting for this for
four years," she said.
Sindhu said that even after
going to the Olympics it was hard
because players were being tested
every day.
"Imagine you have come to
semi final and you are tested positive. That would have been worst,"
she said.
"Thankfully, everything went
well and I came back with a
Bronze."
Sindhu said the break during
the pandemic gave her ample time
to work on her skills.

be hard or not beatable and at the
same time when you are playing
with the low ranking player, you
can't expect that it is going to be
an easy win.
"So you have to give your
hundred percent, no matter what.
I can't say that one person is
toughest opponent and she is
unbeatable, everybody is beatable."
Recalling the times when
everything was shut due to
COVID-19 ahead of Olympics,
Sindhu said that those were "a bit
of hard times".
"Because of the pandemic it
had to get postponed. It was just

Hangzhou Asian Games postponed amid COVID surge in China
?C8Q C0B7:4=C14898=6

he Hangzhou Asian
Games, which were
T
scheduled to take place
from September 10 to 25,
were on Friday postponed
indefinitely amid a recent
surge in COVID-19 cases
in China, a development
that was on expected lines
and evoked mixed reactions from Indian athletes.
The new dates will be
announced in near future.
An air of uncertainty
had been hovering over the
19th edition of the multisports Games ever since
Shanghai came under a

fresh wave of the pandemic, forcing a lockdown in
the city.
The Olympic Council
of Asia (OCA) Executive
Board met in Tashkent on
Friday to discuss the situation and felt postponing
the Games was the best
decision under the circumstances.
"Following detailed
discussions with the
Chinese
Olympic
Committee (COC) and the
Hangzhou Asian Games
Organising Committee
(HAGOC), the OCA
Executive Board (EB)
today decided to postpone

the 19th Asian Games,
which were scheduled to
be held in Hangzhou,
China, from 10 to 25
September 2022," the OCA

said in a statement, posted
on its website.
"The new dates of the
19th Asian Games will be
agreed between the OCA,

the COC and the HAGOC
and announced in the near
future," the statement
added.
The Indian Olympic
Association (IOA) said the
postponement of the
Games is "certainly a sort
of a setback" for some athletes.
"The postponement of
any big event or Games is
a disappointment for the
athletes. They become
older by some months or
one year whatever is the
case when the Games are
rescheduled,"
IOA
Secretary General Rajeev
Mehta said.

"Many of our athletes
had already started training and preparations for
the Asian Games, and IOA
feels for them. The postponement was on expected lines due to COVID-19
but this was not in our
hands."
Indian men's hockey
team goalkeeper P R
Sreejesh said the delay in
the Games is disappointing
but it gives them more
time to prepare.
The winners of both
the men's and women's
hockey events will earn
direct entry into the 2024
Paris Olympics.

for next season's Champions
League.
Feyenoord failed to score
in a game for the first time
since January but did not
need to after a Cyriel Dessers
double and a deflected Luis
Sinisterra strike gave them
victory in the first leg.
The match against Roma
will be their 19th game in the
competition this season and
they will be aiming to win
their fourth European trophy.
The first Dutch club to
win the European Cup when
they beat Celtic 2-1 in the
1970 final, they then won the
UEFA Cup in 1974 and again
in 2002 when they defeated
Borussia Dortmund 3-2 in
their own De Kuip stadium.
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ndia's squash star Saurav
Ghosal has reached his
Ibiggest
semifinal on the professional tour in three years, beating higher-ranked Egyptian
Youssef Ibrahim at the
Tournament of Champions.
The world number 17 from
India staged a brilliant comeback for a 11-8, 7-11, 9-11, 116, 11-9 result in the quarterfinals at the iconic Grand
Central Terminal here.
Ghosal had to use all his
experience to prevail against a
much younger Ibrahim.
He meets Peru's third seed
Diego Elias in the semifinals.
"It means so much, this is
my 11th time here and I hadn't gotten this far," Ghosal was
quoted as saying by
Professional
Squash
Association (PSA), the world
governing body.
"I've been putting a lot of
work in and it's good to see it
come to fruition. For it to
come to fruition at somewhere
like Grand Central Terminal is
brilliant, I'm super happy."
On his opponent, he
added: "I don't think you can
call Youssef an up-and-coming
player anymore, he's chopping
people that are much higher up.
He's playing at such a high
level, it's so difficult to play
him.
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acer Daniel Sams displayed
ice-cool temperament as he
conceded just three runs in
the last over to help Mumbai
Indians pull off a stunning fiverun victory over table-toppers
Gujarat Titans in an IPL game on
Saturday.
MI were seemingly down and
out with the Titans' opening pair
of Wriddhiman Saha (55 off 40
balls) and Shubman Gill (52 off 36
balls) sharing a 106-run partnership in 12.1 overs while chasing
178.
However, the Titans kept losing wickets, including two crucial
run-outs as they required nine
runs in the last over to win the
match. They could score just
three, while losing one wicket to
slump to their second successive
defeat in the season.
For MI, who were already out
of contention for a play-off berth,
it was only their second win of the
season as they remained at the
bottom. Opting to bowl, Gujarat
restricted MI to 177 for six, despite
quickfire innings from opening
pair of Rohit Sharma (43 off 28
balls) and Ishan Kishan (45 off 29
balls) and Tim David (44 not out
off 21 balls). Rashid Khan was the
most successful bowler for the
Titans with his two wickets for 24,
while Pradeep Sangwan and
Lockie Ferguson got one each.
Alzarri Joseph also took a wicket
but he bled 41 runs in his four
overs. Chasing 178, Saha looked in
full flow as he cracked two fours
and a six off Jasprit Bumrah's first
over, before smashing Riley
Meredith for two boundaries.
Shubman Gill slog-swept
Murugan Ashwin for a six, before
picking up another four as the
fifty-run stand came up in quick
time, taking the Titans to 54 for
one in six overs.
The Chandigarh batter
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exploded in the eighth over with
three boundaries off Daniel Sams,
who had bowled a briliant opening over.
Kumar Kartikeya was next in
line as he yielded 15 runs with
Saha smashing his first ball for a
four and Gill producing a clean hit
over long off before slog-sweeeping the bowler for another four.
Soon, 100 was up in 11 overs
with Saha also completing his
fifty. Gill too joined him as his single off Pollard took him to a 33ball half-century.
Both Saha and Gill smashed
six boundaries and two maximums each.
A bizzare hit wicket ended Sai
Sudharsan's (14) innings, while
Hardik Pandya (24) fall short
after going for an unnecessary single. Needing 20 off last two overs,
Miller deposited Bumrah over
deep mid-wicket but the Titans
couldn't score nine of the last over
lose the match.

° 6;4== <0GF4;;

5R\DOVDLPWRUHWXUQWR
ZLQQLQJZD\VDJDLQVW
LQFRQVLVWHQW3%.6
?C8Q <D<108

ajasthan Royals will look to sort
out their batting woes and bring
their campaign back on track, while
an inconsistent Punjab Kings will be
eager to keep the winning momentum
going in their IPL game here on
Saturday.
The Royals were at one point giving Gujarat Titans a strong fight for the
top position but the former champions have recently faced minor hiccups.
They enter the upcoming fixture with
back-to-back losses including to
eighth-place Kolkata Knight Riders
and laggards Mumbai Indians.
Punjab Kings, on the other hand,
will be high on confidence after
inflicting a morale-boosting eightwicket defeat on table toppers GT. The
Mayank Agarwal-led side will be
eager to keep the winning momentum
going as they try to get out of the mid
table logjam an inch closer to sealing
a playoff spot.
Rajasthan are third on the
points table, and it is mostly
because of the flamboyant Jos
Buttler. The Englishman is currently the league's leading scorer with 588 runs. Against
Mumbai he waged a lone
battle with the bat while
he failed to capitalise on
his start against KKR.
Rajasthan lost both
games.
The two other
men at the top -skipper Sanju
Samson and
Devdutt Padikkal
-- have been
good in patches
and need to
shoulder
more responsibility, especially with the
team shuffling
the number four
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resurgent Kolkata Knight
Riders will be wary of the
A
threat posed by Lucknow Super

en Stokes smashed 34 runs in an over
B
to reach a 64-ball century for county side
Durham on Friday — his first innings since
being appointed as England Test captain.
The big-hitting all-rounder, who was
announced as Joe Root's successor last week,
is making his first appearance in this season's County Championship following a
knee injury on the tour of the West Indies.
He walked to the crease with Durham
on 360-4 on the second morning of their
four-day match against Worcestershire and
launched a boundary barrage.
The left-hander took just 47 balls to
reach his half-century but then went into
overdrive, with his second 50 taking just 17
deliveries.
Teenage slow left-armer Josh Baker took
heavy punishment.
The first five deliveries of Baker's 20th
over were muscled over the boundary
rope by Stokes, who raised his bat after the
fifth to celebrate reaching three figures, having clubbed 10 sixes in total.
Stokes was one blow away from emulating West Indies great Garfield Sobers, the
only batsman in Championship history to
hit six sixes in an over, having done so for
Nottinghamshire in 1968.
But he was ultimately left thumping his
pads with his bat in frustration after merely hitting a four, sparing Baker from join-

ing ex-Glamorgan seamer Malcolm Nash in
an undesirable club.
Baker was taken out of the attack but
Stokes' freewheeling batting continued as he
went to lunch on 147 not out from 82 balls
-- including 15 sixes -- to help Durham to
a mammoth 549-4.
Stokes is due to start his England reign
in the first Test against New Zealand from
June 2 at Lord's.
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Giants' in-from skipper KL Rahul
when the two sides face off in the
IPL here on Saturday.
LSG are sitting in second
place with 14 points and are on
course to secure a play-offs berth,
thanks to a stupendous show by
Rahul, who has been their batting
mainstay.
Former champions KKR are
languishing in eighth spot with
eight points and after four wins
from 10 games, a positive result
would help them stay afloat in the
race for a play-offs spot.
Rahul has led LSG from the
front, amassing a staggering 451
runs from 10 matches, with two
hundreds and as many fifties to
be the second highest run-getter
this season.
He came up with a vital
knock of 77 in their narrow sixrun win against Delhi Capitals,
which was their third on the
bounce. Thus KKR's varied
attack, comprising Umesh Yadav,
Tim Southee, Shivam Mavi and
Sunil Narine, would be keen to
put the brakes on Rahul.
It is high time LSG's others

batters like Quinton de Kock,
Ayush Badoni, Deepak Hooda
and Krunal Pandya start taking
greater responsibility and deliver.
De Kock got a start against
Delhi, but needs to convert them
into a big knock. Hooda chipped
in with quick-fire 52 against DC,
but he has to be more consistent.
A lot will also depend on
how hard-hitting all-rounders
Marcus Stoinis and Jason Holder
perform.
Pacer Mohsin Khan, who
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snared four wickets in their last
game, is getting better with every
outing, but Dushmantha
Chameera and Holder would
need to forget their hammering
by Delhi. Ditto for Pandya.
The four overs each by spinners Ravi Bishnoi and K
Gowtham can have a bearing on
the match's outcome.
Meanwhile for KKR, the
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ngland captain Heather Knight,
world number one bowler
E
Sophie Ecclestone and Australian

S Open champion Daniil
Medvedev will return from
hernia surgery to play at the
Geneva Open after getting a
wild card from tournament
organisers said on Friday.
The second-ranked Russian
will use the clay-court event,
which runs from May 14-21, to
prepare for the French Open. The
tournament at Roland Garros
starts on May 22.
During his injury absence,
Medvedev and all other players
from Russia and Belarus were

U

win. And the 34-year-old Serb had
no trouble closing, moving into the
final four with an 81-minute success.
Djokovic has not competed
much in 2022 due to his vaccination status that has prevented him

banned from Wimbledon by the
organisers of the grass-court
Grand Slam. The decision cited
the countries' "unjustified and
unprecedented military aggression" in Ukraine.
Medvedev held the No 1
ranking in February and March,
becoming the first player other
than Roger Federer, Rafael Nadal,
Novak Djokovic or Andy Murray
to be at the top in the last 18
years.
Dominic Thiem and defending champion Casper Ruud will
also play at the tournament in
Geneva.
from playing in Australia or entering the United States.
His win on Friday was just his
seventh of the year and he'll be trying to make a second final of the
season, having placed runner-up in
Belgrade last month.
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spot. If they get going alongside the
big-hitting Shimron Hetymar, the
trio can tear apart any bowling attack.
The inaugural edition winners
also need to step up their game while
batting first, three of Rajasthan's four
losses have come while setting a total.
The Royals have one of the best,
if not the best, bowling attacks this season but the bowlers failed to defend
158 and 152 in their previous two
games.
They definitely have the chops to
defend below-par totals. Yuzvendra
Chahal leads the bowling charts this
season with 19 wickets, while the likes
of Trent Boult, Kuldeep Sen and
Prasidh Krishna have also done well.
It will therefore be a tall task for
the Punjab batters to tackle the Royals
bowling.
The Punjab bating unit has
been plagued by inconsistencies. The likes of Shikhar
Dhawan, who has been the
side's best batter, Liam
Livinstone and
B h a n u k a
Rajapaksa can
tonk the ball, but
they need to fire
in unison to build
or defend a huge
total. Jonny
Bairstow has
failed to play the
explosive innings
he is known for, while skipper Mayank Agarwal has
also looked off colour
and will be eager to be
back among runs.
The bowling attack
was right on the money
in the win against
Titans, restricting
them to below 150.

biggest worry has been their out
of form openers. They have tried
different combinations, but none
has worked so far.
Skipper Shreyas Iyer, who has
scored 324 runs from 10 matches, has had a subdued season by
his standards. Just two fifties do
not justify his talent and the KKR
captain needs to get going if the
team has to chase or post a big
total.
The KKR management
would be pleased that their middle-order clicked against
Rajasthan, with Nitish Rana and
Rinku Singh playing match-winning knocks. The duo, along
with the swashbuckling Andre
Russell, can trouble the Lucknow
bowling attack and KKR would
hope that their top and middleorder fire.
KKR dished out a clinical
show when they restricted
Rajasthan Royals to a modest
152. While Umesh and Narine
were right on the money,
Southee, who bled 46 runs, will
need to forget the hammering
and look ahead.
KKR may also continue with
spinner Anukul Roy, who fared
well in the last game, which they
won to snap their five-match losing streak.
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ovak Djokovic reached his
seventh Madrid semi-final on
N
bdaVTahPc6T]TeP>_T]
Friday, easing past Poland's Hubert
Hurkacz 6-3, 6-4 to record a 30th
career victory in the Spanish capital.
The world number one awaits
one of two Spaniards, Rafael Nadal
and Carlos Alcaraz, in what will be
a highly-anticipated last-four showdown.
"I don't really care who is on the
opposite side of the net to be honest. I just want to be playing better
and better each day. For me this is
the most important thing right now,
my focus and my intention is really focusing on myself," said
Djokovic.
Djokovic started with a break
and it was all he needed to grab the
opening set in 33 minutes.
Hurkacz dropped serve in
game five of the second set as
Djokovic once again charged to a
commanding lead.
The Polish 12th seed saved two
match points on his own serve at 53, forcing Djokovic to serve out the
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leg-spinner Alana King are among
12 foreign players who are set to
take part in the Women's T20
Challenge from May 23 in Pune.
Alana, who impressed in the
recent World Cup in New
Zealand, is the only cricketer
available from Australia for the
exhibition event comprising three teams and
four matches.
Besides Knight
and Ecclestone,
Sophia Dunkley and
Danni Wyatt are
the other English
cricketers who have
signed up for the
competition.
South Africa's
star opener Laura
Wolvaardt and
Marizanne Kapp
will also be part of

the event alongside West Indians
Deandra Dottin and Hayley
Matthews.
The Women's Challenge did
not take place last year and the
upcoming edition is expected to be
the last one with the BCCI
planning a full fledged
Women's IPL from next
year. "Heather Knight has
confirmed her presence.
Alana has also confirmed
and is the only Australian.
A total of 12 overseas
players are available," a B CCI
source said.
The England
captain, who led
her team to the
World Cup final
last month, is currently in the UAE
for the FairBreak
Invitational T20 event
alongside the rest of
the players bound for
Women's
T20
Challenge.
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aving batted at various
positions so far in IPL-15,
H
Rovman Powell was back to his
preferred slot for Delhi
Capitals' match against
Sunrisers Hyderabad, days after
he had convinced his skipper
Rishabh Pant to "trust me at
No. 5."
Powell, who hit a breathtaking 67 not out off 35 balls in
DC's 21-run win here on
Thursday, also spoke about his
chat with teammate David
Warner, who was closing in on
a century, in the innings' 20th
over.
"I just told him (Pant) to
trust me at No 5, give me a
chance to start, to bat the first
15-20 balls, that's how I want
to bat, and then (after) 20
balls I'll try to maximise,"
Powell told host broadcaster
Star Sports.
"I came to the IPL knowing
that I'm in good form, knowing that I've done a lot of
work," he said later at the postmatch press conference.
The 28-year-old Powell
had started IPL-15 at No 6,
then batted at No 5 twice, was
pushed down to No 6 again,
and was then sent to bat at as
low as No 8, leaving him disappointed.
"At the start of the IPL, it
was a little bit tough for me. I
just keep believing in myself. I
had a conversation with
Rishabh, explaining to him
that I was a little bit disappointed to bat at No 8 in that game.
"But it is the nature of the
game, whatever the situation
you have been placed in, you
have to do your best. Rishabh
and the coach (Ricky Ponting),
they came up with a conclusion
and plan and let me bat a little
bit earlier now."

