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Trouble is not over for BJP
leader Tajinder Singh

Bagga as he faces fresh arrest as
a court in Mohali on Saturday
issued a warrant against him in
connection with a case regis-
tered against him last month.  

A day after he was arrest-
ed by the Punjab Police and
released within hours after the
convoy was stopped near
Kurukshetra in Haryana,  the
arrest warrant was issued by the
court of Judicial Magistrate
Ravtesh Inderjit Singh in
Mohali, near Chandigarh.

“Whereas Tajinder Pal
Singh Bagga, s/o Pritpal Singh,
r/o B-1/170, Janak Puri New
Delhi stands charged with the
offence punishable U/Sec 153-
A, 505, 505 (2), 506 IPC. You
are hereby directed to arrest the
said Tajinder Pal Singh Bagga
and to produce him before me,’’
the judge said in the order in a
direction to the officer incharge
of the police station, State
cyber crime.  

The court fixed the next
date of hearing on May 23. This
means the Punjab Police will
have to arrest Bagga or the BJP
leader would have to seek relief
from a higher court to prevent
the arrest.

Bagga was arrested by the
Punjab Police from his Delhi
home on Friday, stopped in
Haryana while being taken to
Punjab and brought back to the
national Capital by the Delhi
Police hours later.  

The Delhi Police had on
Friday registered a case of kid-

napping based on a complaint
by Bagga’s father Pritpal Singh
Bagga that ‘’some people’’ came
over to his house around 8 am
and took away his son. 

Friday’s dramatic develop-
ments saw police forces of
Punjab, Haryana and Delhi
getting into a tussle over Bagga
while triggering a political
slugfest.The Punjab Police had
booked Bagga on the charges of
making provocative statements,
promoting enmity and crimi-
nal intimidation. The case was
registered on a complaint of
AAP leader Sunny Ahluwalia,
a resident of Mohali.  The FIR
registered on April 1 referred to
Bagga’s remarks on March 30,
when he was part of a BJP
youth wing protest outside the
residence of Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal.

Bagga was booked under
relevant sections, including
153-A (promoting enmity

between different groups on
grounds of religion, race, place
etc), 505 (whoever makes, pub-
lishes or circulates any state-
ment, rumour or report) and
506 (criminal intimidation),
of the Indian Penal Code. The
Punjab Police has maintained
that a police team had gone to
Delhi to arrest Bagga after he
did not join the investigation
despite being served five
notices.

After its team, which was
bringing Bagga from Delhi, was
stopped in Haryana, the Punjab
Police moved the high court
and filed a habeas corpus peti-
tion. The Punjab Government
on Saturday moved two appli-
cations before the Punjab and
Haryana High Court here,
seeking the Centre be made a
party in the case, and that the
May 6 CCTV footage of
Janakpuri and Kurukshetra
police stations be preserved. 
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Sri Lanka’s beleaguered Prime
Minister Mahinda

Rajapaksa, who has repeated-
ly defied calls to quit, has
come under fresh pressure to
resign at a special Cabinet
meeting held before a state of
emergency was imposed by
his younger brother and
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa.

The special Cabinet meet-
ing was held on Friday as the
country witnessed protests
against the Government over
their inability to tackle the
economic meltdown which has
caused unprecedented hard-
ships to the public.

President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa declared a state of
emergency with effect from
Friday midnight, the second
time in just over a month.

“There were opinions dur-
ing the Cabinet, some even
suggested the prime minister
must resign. The President
(Gotabaya Rajapaksa) was keen
to see an end to the political
crisis even with the resignation
of the prime minister,” a min-

isterial source said
The backers of the 76-

year-old prime minister had
insisted him to stay on as the
public demand was more for
the resignation of President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa, his
younger brother.

The 72-year-old President
for a few weeks now has been
wanting the prime minister to
resign in order to set up an all-
party interim government.

Although Prime Minister
Mahinda Rajapaksa said at the
Cabinet meeting that he would
readily resign if the successor
could resolve the current eco-
nomic crisis, he did not cate-
gorically say he would resign,
according to the source.

The Mirror newspaper
reported that PM Rajapaksa lis-
tened to the President and
said if a new government could
solve the economic crisis and
bring in an immediate solution,
then he would give his blessings
to the new government.

However, there is yet to be
an official response on whether
Mahinda Rajapaksa will tender
his resignation, the report said.
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Politics and one-upmanship
between the rival sides con-

tinued to be at play on Saturday
as BJP spokesperson Tajinder
Pal Singh Bagga walked free
and returned home at 1 am
after a day full of high drama
following his arrest by the
Punjab Police.

Medical examination has
revealed injury marks on
Tajinder Bagga’s body, said the
Delhi Police after a medical
leave certificate revealed that he
suffered injuries on his back
and shoulder. Bagga had
alleged that he was assaulted by
the Punjab Police. In its order,
the Dwarka Court has noted
that Bagga has apprehended a
similar incident that can hap-
pen to him in near future and
hence SHO Janakpuri should
provide him full security.

“The SHO is directed to
make necessary arrangements
for the safety and security of the
complainant (Bagga). 

He is a major and request-
ing that he should be allowed

to go home, since he is major
there is no requirement of any
further order with respect to
his stay,” the court noted in its
order, following which the
Delhi Police provided security
to Bagga.

The Punjab Police, for its
part, is planning to draw the
court’s attention towards the
dichotomy in the statements of
Haryana and the Delhi Police
regarding the timing of the
handing over of custody of
Bagga. 

The BJP protested outside
the residence of Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal even
as Goa CM Pramod Sawant
and Bharatiya Janata Yuva
Morcha chief Tejasvi Surya
met Bagga to show solidarity.

On the other hand, Delhi
Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia lambasted the BJP for
protecting Bagga. In his tweet,
Sisodia said the entire BJP and
its Governments are engaged in
saving one of their goons who
spoke against the brotherhood
in Punjab and incited riots.
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New Delhi: The CBI on
Saturday conducted searches
at three properties of Punjab
AAP MLA Jaswant Singh
Gajjan Majra in Sangrur in a
bank fraud case and recovered
94 blank cheques carrying
signatures. PNS
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New Delhi: The Centre on
Saturday defended in the
Supreme Court the penal law
on sedition and the 1962 ver-
dict of a constitution bench
upholding its validity, saying
they have withstood “the test of
time” about six decades and the
instances of its abuse would
never be a justification of
reconsideration.

A bench of three judges
comprising Chief Justice NV
Ramana and Justices Surya
Kant and Hima Kohli, on May
5, said it would hear arguments
on May 10 on the legal question
of whether the pleas challeng-
ing the colonial-era penal law
on sedition be referred to a
larger bench for reconsidering
the 1962 verdict of a five-
judge constitution bench in the
Kedar Nath Singh case.

“Instances of the abuse of
provision would never be a jus-
tification to reconsider a bind-
ing judgment of the constitu-
tion bench. The remedy would
lie in preventing such abuse on

a case-to-case basis rather than
doubting a long-standing set-
tled law declared by a consti-
tution bench for about six
decades,” said the 38-page writ-
ten submission filed through
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta.

The reply also raised the
issue of corum and opposed the
submissions of senior advocate
Kapil Sibal that in a changed
fact situation a bench of three
judges can also test the validi-
ty of the sedition law, saying
“no reference, therefore, would
be necessary nor can the three-
judge bench once again exam-
ine the constitutional validity of
the very same provision”.

The top court, in 1962, had
upheld the validity of the sedi-
tion law while attempting to
restrict its scope for misuse. It
had held that unless accompa-
nied by incitement or a call for
violence, the criticism of the
government cannot be con-
strued as a seditious offence.

The Centre’s view inciden-
tally matched with the sub-
missions of Attorney General K
K Venugopal, who on
Thursday had strongly batted
for the retention of the provi-
sion in the IPC, saying “refer-
ring the Kedar Nath (judg-
ment) to a larger bench is not
necessary. It is a well-consid-
ered judgement.”

The written submission of
the Centre, settled by the solic-
itor general, referred to a host
of judgments and said, “The
bench of three judges cannot
reconsider the ratio of a judg-
ment of a constitution bench
without referring the matter to
a larger bench. For a reference
to a larger bench also it will be
absolutely necessary for the
bench of three judges to record
its satisfaction that the ratio in
the Kedar Nath Singh is so
patently wrong that it needs
reconsideration by a larger
bench.”

Referring to the batch of
petitions, the reply said none of
the PIL petitioners has shown
any justification based upon
which this court can record a
finding that the 1962 verdict “is
patently illegal requiring recon-
sideration”. A holistic reading of
the judgments evidently shows
that the constitution bench, in
the 1962 verdict, had examined
the constitutionality from all
possible angles, including
Article 19 (freedom of speech
and expression), and there-
fore, remains binding.

Venugopal recently
referred to the sedition case
against MP Navneet Rana and
her MLA husband Ravi Rana
in Maharashtra over the
Hanuman Chalisa row.

Continued on Page 3
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Amid the burden of high
fuel prices, the price of

domestic cooking gas was
hiked by �50 per cylinder on
Saturday.  Now a 14.2-kg non-
subsidised cooking gas cylin-
der, also known as LPG cylin-
der, will cost �999.50 in Delhi.
It is the second hike within two
months. The Congress criti-
cised the Government for the
hike and sought a rollback.

The price hike comes days
after the price of commercial
LPG cylinders was hiked by
�102.50 earlier this month. 

The last hike in domestic
LPG prices took place on
March 22, when the price was
increased by �50.  There was no
increase in the price of this
cylinder in the month of April.

A 19-kg commercial LPG
cylinder now cost �2,355.50.

The latest price hike of
domestic gas cylinders has
come at a time when petrol and
diesel prices are already beyond

the �100 per litre mark in sev-
eral cities across the country
through a series of hikes soon
after the Assembly elections in
UP and other four States. Last
month, prices of piped natur-
al gas were also raised by �4.25
per unit to go up to �45.86 per
scm owing to rising raw mate-
rial costs. 
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After 88 years of being divid-
ed by the Kosi river, Bihar’s

Mithilanchal region on
Saturday was fully connected to
the Indian Railways network.
Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw flagged off a direct
train service between
Jhanjharpur in Madhubani and
Nirmali in Supaul district to
bring greater convenience to
the travellers in the
Mithilanchal districts of
Darbhanga, Saharsa and
Madhubani. 

The connectivity between
Kosi and Mithilanchal has been
re-established for the first time
since 1934 when due to Indo-
Nepal earthquake and heavy
floods the rail connectivity
was washed away. 

The residents of the region
used to travel a long distance of
over 100 km to go from one
side to the other due to the lack
of a bridge on the Kosi river.
The distance between
Jhanjharpur and Saharsa will be

reduced by half with the launch
of the train service. 

The first train in 88 years
chugged off the Kosi Railway
Bridge bringing smiles and joy
to the lakhs of residents of
Mithilanchal who had to take
a very circuitous route to reach
their destinations. 

Former Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee had laid
the foundation stone of
Mahasetu over the Kosi esti-
mated to the tune of �491
crore on June 6, 2003 in the
presence of then Railway

Minister Nitish Kumar, 
who is now Chief Minister of
Bihar. 

After 17 years, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi inau-
gurated the Kosi Rail Bridge in
2020. Notably, train services on
this route started under the
British rule in 1887. The 1934
earthquake damaged it com-
pletely which separated the
two regions — Kosi and
Mithilanchal.

Bihar Ministers Bijendra
Prasad Yadav, Sheela Mandal,
MPs from Madhepura,

Jhanjharpur and Supaul, local
MLA Nitish Mishra besides top
railway authorities of
Samastipur rail division of East
Central Railway Zone of Indian
Railways were present at the
event. Vaishnaw in his online
inaugural address reiterated
Prime Minister Modi’s com-
mitment towards the develop-
ment of eastern States and and
assured all possible assistance
to Bihar in the development of
railways.

He inaugurated train ser-
vices on the broad gauge from
Jhanjharpur railway station in
Madhubani district to Nirmali
railway station in Supaul dis-
trict and a new rail line from
Nirmali to Asanpur Kupaha at
the cost of  �1,584 crore
through videoconferencing. 

He said at present three
pairs of passenger trains will
operate daily on this section
from Leheriasarai to Saharsa
via Darbhanga, Sakri,
Jhanjharpur, Tamuria, Nirmali,
Saraigarh, and Supaul from
Sunday. 
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New Delhi: The National
Commission for Minorities
has written a letter to the
Punjab Chief Secretary over
reports that “TS Bagga was not
allowed to wear his turban
during his arrest by Punjab
Police yesterday”. PNS
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The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) on Saturday accused

the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
and its Governments of pro-
tecting its "goon" who incited
riots in Punjab and grossly mis-
using the State machinery and
police of two States to settle
political vendettas.

A day after, Delhi Deputy
Chief Minister Manish Sisodia
tweeted in Hindi, "The entire
BJP and its Governments are
engaged in saving one of their
goons who spoke against the
brotherhood in Punjab and
incited riots.

"The BJP is a party of
goons which makes even its
Government do the job of
goons. Never even by mistake,
these people talk about educa-
tion, health, inflation and
unemployment.”

The AAP on Friday had
claimed that Tajinder Pal Singh
Bagga was arrested from Delhi
by the Punjab Police for trying
to stoke communal tension
and violence in the border
State and rejected the BJP's
charge of 
vendetta. The AAP senior
leader and Rajya Sabha MP
Sanjay Singh alleged that the
way the BJP has manhandled
State machinery and deputed
the Delhi Police and Haryana
Police to protect Bagga, it only
proves that it is a party of goons
and criminals.

“When the BJP talks about
misuse of the police, it feels like
Osama Bin Laden is talking
about non-violence,” said
Singh.

Accusing the BJP of mis-
using the power, Singh said the
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister,
Yogi Adityanath had filed 9
FIRs against him in a single
day.

“There are 23 cases in my
name, including that of sedition
for some unknown reason.
They sent the police to threat-
en my wife who was alone at
home. They got AAP’s UP
headquarters vacated for
absolutely no reason but for

their muscle. On the other
hand, Bagga, that uncouth
criminal of theirs, was sum-
moned five times by the Punjab
Police. He didn’t join the inves-
tigation despite that,” said
Singh.

“Bagga’s dossier begins at
hate-mongering, organised vio-
lence and goes on till inciting
riots and further communal
divides. It is obvious that if this
vile uncouth man tries to harm
the peace and harmony of
Punjab, the State police will act
on it. But to see the BJP come
out with all its guns to protect
someone who incites riots is a
shame for the whole Indian
political system,” said Atishi,
AAP legislator from 
Kalkaji. ‘

“We are well aware of the
criminal background of BJP’s
Bagga and every year in the
recent past, a series of new
cases have been filed against
him, be it on, attacking a 70-
year-old lawyer by barging into
the Supreme Court premises,
causing a riot in his own leader
Amit Shah’s Kolkata roadshow,
and so on. There is an endless
list of lawsuits pending against
this man,” said Saurabh
Bhardwaj, the AAP spokesper-
son.

“Despite his highly tainted
reputation, the BJP has dedi-
cated two of its State police
forces to protecting this ‘gunda’
element. It is highly unfortu-
nate to witness the lengths
that the Delhi and Haryana
Police are going to in order to
keep Tajinder Bagga out of jail,”
said Bhardwaj. 

Though Bharadwaj
referred to the clashes in Patiala
on April 29, the Punjab Police
had said it arrested the Delhi
BJP leader from his residence
in the capital in connection
with a case registered in Mohali
on April 1.

The AAP, however, has
rejected the charge and said
Bagga was arrested for alleged-
ly stoking communal tensions
in Punjab.The Delhi Police has
registered a case of kidnapping
based on a complaint by
Bagga's father Preetpal Singh. 
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The Delhi Police on Saturday
claimed that the medical

examination of Delhi BJP
leader Tajinder Pal Singh
Bagga, conducted after the
Punjab Police arrested him
revealed injuries marks on his
body. Police said they will also
make necessary security
arrangements for the BJP
leader. 

“The medical examination
has revealed injury marks on
Bagga's body. Bagga expressed
apprehension over his safety
and security. We will do nec-
essary security arrangements,”
said a senior police official.  

Meanwhile, an arrest war-
rant has also been issued by
Punjab’s Mohali Court on
Saturday. The District
Magistrate has asked the Cyber
Crime Branch in Mohali to
arrest Bagga and produce him
before the court. Bagga has
been charged under Sections
153A, 505, 505(2), and 506 sec-
tions of the IPC.

Bagga was arrested by the
Punjab Police from his home
here on Friday, stopped in
Haryana while being taken to
Punjab and brought back to the
national capital by the Delhi
Police hours later.

Bagga returned to his
Janakpuri home around 1 am
on Saturday after being pro-
duced before a Dwarka court
magistrate by the Delhi Police.
He was taken from
Kurukshetra to Gurugram
where the Dwarka court mag-
istrate lived.

However, he was later
taken to Deen Dayal Upadhyay
(DDU) hospital in Delhi for
Medico-Legal-Case (MLC)
which took a couple of hours
and finally he was produced
before the magistrate.

Bagga was produced before
the Metropolitan Magistrate
court in the midnight and
Metropolitan Magistrate
Swayam Siddha Tripathy took
note of the fact that Bagga's
medical examination con-
firmed that he had sustained
injuries. aking note of the BJP

leader's apprehension of a
threat from the Punjab Police,
the court asked the Station
House Officer of the Janakpuri
Police Station to make the req-
uisite arrangements to keep
him safe.

The  court observed, "After
his recovery from Haryana, the
victim was brought to Delhi
and his medical examination
was conducted. MLC of the
victim is produced. As per the
MLC, the victim has sustained
injuries on his back and his
shoulder. Victim also submits
that he sustained the injuries in
the morning and during the
incident. At this stage, the vic-
tim expressed apprehension
that similar incident may occur
in the near future. Counsel for
complainant also submits that
the complainant is under the
apprehension of threat from the
accused persons." 

It  further added,
"Accordingly, SHO is directed
to make necessary arrange-
ments for ensuring the safety of
both the victim as well as the
complainant. Victim submits
that he may be allowed to go
home. As the victim is major,
therefore, there is no require-
ment of any further orders
with respect to his stay."

The Delhi Police had on
Friday registered a case of kid-
napping based on a complaint
by Bagga's father Pritpal Singh
Bagga that "some people" came
over to his house at around 8
am and took away his son.
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Aday after the political row
due to his arrest, BJP leader

Tejinder Pal Singh Bagga on
Saturday alleged that 15 police
personnel barged into his home
on Friday, manhandled him
and his father, ‘taking him
away like a terrorist’.  Meanwile,
his father has expressed hap-
piness over the support the
leader has received, and
claimed there was a ‘threat to
Bagga’s life’.

Narrating the incident, he
said, 40 to 50 police personnel
had come, out of which 10 were
in civil and some in uniform.
I was not even allowed to wear
turban and slippers and also
beat up my father. Bagga fur-
ther said these people killed me
and dragged me like a terror-
ist. He also said the police did
not even have any documents
at the time of arrest.

Surrounded by mediaper-
sons, family members and
friends at his Janakpuri resi-
dence here on Saturday, Bagga
expressed his "redoubled"
resolve to raise his voice against
the AAP and its chief Kejriwal.

"No matter one or 100

FIRs are registered against me,
I will keep raising issues of dis-
honouring of Guru Granth
Sahib and Kejriwal's insult to
Kashmiri Pandits," he said.

He said except for the case
related to advocate Prashant
Bhushan, there was nothing
which justifies distorted image
projected by the media and
Opposition party leaders.

This is not, however, the
first time that Bagga has raked
up such a boiling controversy.
In 2011, Bagga along with
another person was arrested for
physically assaulting senior
lawyer Prashant.

"Kejriwal's party is saying
anything about me. But, even
after the Prashant incident, I
had lunch and dinner with
Kejriwal and Manish Sisodia at
Kumar Vishwas's home at least
20-25 times.  "They did not see
anything bad in me then and
now they are attacking me
because I am raising my voice
against the AAP and its chief
Kejriwal," Bagga said.

Last month Punjab Police
registered a case against him at
Mohali under charges of issu-
ing provocative statements,
promoting enmity and crimi-
nal intimidation.
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Condemning the arrest of its
leader Tajinder Singh Bagga

by the Punjab Police , the Delhi
BJP on Saturday staged a protest
outside Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal's residence
and called him "a dictator".

Delhi BJP chief Adesh
Gupta also alleged that with
Bagga's arrest, it was clear that
the Aam Aadmi Party's nation-
al convener had "misused" the
Punjab Police for personal ben-
efit.  "Kejriwal is a dictator.
What was Bagga's crime? He
just asked for Kejriwal's clarifi-
cation on his remarks on '(The)
Kashmir Files'. He was not
allowed to wear a turban dur-
ing the arrest," Gupta said,
adding that the BJP will "not
tolerate the insult to the turban".

Gupta said the way AAP
leaders are levelling baseless
charges against BJP leaders the
court yesterday showed them
the mirror. Even the court
accepted that AAP councillor
Tahir Husain was not just a
silent spectator but was
involved in riots. He said
Husain had on February 22 had
got its licensed pistol and 100
cartridges released from police
station. 
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The bar and restaurant own-
ers have welcomed the

Delhi Government’s plan to
allow them to serve liquor till
3 am, saying the "progressive"
move will help improve busi-
ness and lead to employment
generation.  After Pubs and
Restaurants allowed to serve
liquor 24x7,  the Delhi
Government has decided to
allow restaurants and pubs
serving liquor to stay open till
3 am. With this move, the
Government also aims to
increase job opportunities
under its ease of doing policy
and this would also promote
night life culture in the nation-
al capital. An order is expect-
ed to out soon in the matter.

The owners hoped that
the move will help the restau-
rant and bar industry, which is
still reeling under the impact of
the Covid pandemic and sub-
sequent restrictions, in recoup-
ing losses incurred over the
past two years. 
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Taking stern action against
illegal dairy mafias, the

SDMC in a joint operation with
Delhi Police on Saturday has
impounded 211 stray cattle
from Kotla Mubarakpur. The
civic body also demolished all
temporary construction and
sealed the premises.

The action was taken by
the SDMC after cattle mafias
broke into the cattle pond of in
Malviya Nagar, attacked the
watchman and took the cattle
away with them on the inter-
vening night of May 5 and 6.

The incident prompted the
civic body to file an FIR.
During the joint action of
SDMC and Delhi Police cattle
were found ruthlessly tied up

neck-deep in sewage water
over 100 meters inside a cov-
ered drain by illegal dairy own-
ers, asenior SDMC official said.

According to a senior
SDMC official, the municipal
corporation has lodged a First
Information Report (FIR)
regarding the incident and the
police have also arrested a few
of the accused persons. The
civic agency recovered the cas-
tles during the joint action
along with the Delhi Police
against the illegal dairy mafia,
following the High Court order.

“In a brazen attempt to
recover the impounded cattle,
the illegal dairy mafia attacked
the watchman of the cattle
pond and locked him in a
room on the intervening night
of May 5 and 6,” he said.
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The Jawaharlal Nehru
University's Executive

Council (EC) has approved the
waiver of 70 per cent of Licence
Fee to all the shops allotted inside
the campus that were closed dur-
ing 2020 and 2021 on account of
lockdown due to the spread of
Covid-19 pandemic.  

The EC also decided to set
up an International Affairs Office
and change its security compa-
ny among other things. There
had been a growing demand by
the students and teachers to hire
a new security agency in the
aftermath of the January 5, 2020
violence in which at least 35 peo-
ple were injured and last month's
clashes between groups of stu-
dents over allegedly serving of
non-vegetarian food during
Navratri. The teachers' association
had also flagged the issue of secu-

rity on the campus in the wake of
rising incidents of burglary in the
houses of faculty members.

“At the 300th meeting of
the university's Executive
Council, held on May 5, it
approved waiving 70 per cent
of the license fee for all JNU-
allotted shops which were
closed during the Covid lock-
down during 2020 and 2021,”
Registrar Ravikesh said in a
statement Saturday. 

The council resolved to
set up an International Affairs
Office in the university for
internationalisation of the uni-
versity as envisaged in the
NEP 2020 with regard to joint
degree/twinning programmes,
opening of offshore campuses
etc,” he added. 

The EC also approved to
“initiate a tendering process for
engaging the most robust inte-
grated security services in the
university”.Ravikesh added that

the EC has also approved the
recommendations of the
Health Infrastructure &
Services Review Committee to
“streamline the health facilities
in the university for the bene-
fit of all the stakeholders, i.e.
students, faculty, staff members
and retired staff ”. 

The Council also took var-
ious major decisions in respect
of the academic matters of the
University viz. permitting the
M.Phil/Ph.D. female scholars
for Maternity/Child Care leave
up to 240 days as per UGC
rules, Grant of recognition to
institutes like Arun Jaitley
National Institute of Financial
Management (AJNIFM),
Defence Institute of Physiology
& Allied Sciences (DIPAS),
Defence Research &
Development Organization
(DRDO), International Centre
for Free and Open Source
Software (ICFOSS),
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The Jawaharlal Nehru University Teacher’s
Association (JNUTA) on Saturday

expressed concern over the ongoing strike of
sanitation workers at the university and urged
the administration to immediately resolve their
problems and accede to their "justified
demands".  JNU sanitation and mess workers
are on an indefinite strike for the past four days. 

The workers are demanding immediate
payment of pending wages of three months,
ensuring a 26-day work duty, reemployment of
retrenched workers and ensuring that salaries
are credited by the seventh of every month.

The JNU has, however, clarified that it has
not removed any workers, and has asked the
Dean of Students Welfare Sudhir Pratap Singh
to submit a detailed report on the matter.

"JNU VC and her administration have  not
removed any worker. All mess workers are
being retained. Dean of Students Welfare has
been asked to submit a detailed report," a tweet
on the JNU Twitter account read. 

In a statement, the JNUTA argued the "dis-
criminatory and illegal treatment" meted out
to contractual workers has worsened and no
serious attempts to resolve the ongoing crisis.
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BJP Delhi president, Adesh Gupta on
Saturday accused the Delhi

Government of providing protection to
Rohingya and Bangladeshi Muslims. In an
open letter, Adesh Gupta on Saturday
noted that the problem of Rohingya and
Bangladeshi Muslims is increasing by the
day in the national Capital. Gupta asked
residents of Delhi to inform the party
about Rohingyas and Bangladeshis living
illegally here so that action could be taken
against them.  He claimed that around five
lakh Rohingyas and Bangladeshis live in
Delhi.

The BJP leader further accused the
Delhi Government of embarking on a 'spe-
cial mission' to provide safety to them. "I
got information from sources that Delhi's
Deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia has
directed the MLAs that wherever there are
Rohingyas and Bangladeshis, they should

be immediately provided with electricity
connection, water, ration and other nec-
essary help immediately," Gupta men-
tioned in the letter.

"To my knowledge, an incident in
Paschim Vihar area has come to the fore
where a man, who claimed to be the leader
of the Aam Aadmi Party, met a shopkeeper,
showed him Manish Sisodia's letter and
asked for 55 thousand rupees in exchange
for a guarantee of protection," the BJP
leader's letter further read.

"Delhi people will have to come forward

to deal with the problem of illegal Rohingyas
and Bangladeshis living in Delhi," he said
in a press conference. "We appeal to the peo-
ple of Delhi to tell us about the illegal
Rohingyas and Bangladeshis settled near
their area. The municipal corporations will
take action against encroachment by them
and we will also approach the police for
action against them," Gupta said.

The Delhi BJP chief alleged that the
AAP leaders, including its MLAs, were
working towards identity cards such as
Aadhaar and voter IDs to all the Rohingyas
and Bangladeshis for vested 
interests.

The BJP leader advocated razing the
illegal encroachments by the Bangladeshi
and Rohingya Muslims. "We will not allow
those who are not citizens of our country
to live in the country. We will run a bull-
dozer if needed. Let's make Delhi safe again
(roughly translated)," Adesh Gupta con-
cluded in his letter.
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The Delhi Police has arrest-
ed three more accused in

the communal clashes that
broke out in Jahangirpuri area
in the national Capital during
a Hanuman Jayanti procession
last month, officials said on
Saturday. With this, 36 people,
including three 
juveniles, have been 
nabbed by the police so 
far. 

While Jahir Khan alias Jalil
(48) and Anabul alias Sheikh
(32) were arrested from
Jahangirpuri on Friday, the
third accused, Tabrez (40), was
arrested from the same area on
Saturday, police said. Both
Jahir Khan and Anabul were
absconding since the day of the
clashes.

"They were identified
through CCTV footage and
based on statements of wit-

nesses who alleged that the duo
were active participants in the
violence.

"The two accused had
switched off their mobile
phones and changed their loca-
tions multiple times. They were
traced to Jahangirpuri when
they returned to their homes
here," a senior police officer

said. 
According to the officer,

Jalil was seen in CCTV footage
brandishing a pistol and
whether he opened fire will
probed. Anabul was an active
participant in the clashes, the
officer said.

Tabrez was also "actively"
involved in the violence, police

claimed, adding the fresh
arrests were made based on
technical evidence and state-
ments of the witnesses.

Clashes broke out between
two communities during a
Hanuman Jayanti procession in
Jahangirpuri in the national
capital on April 16, leaving
eight police personnel and a
local injured.

According to the police,
there was pelting of stones
and arson during the clashes
and some vehicles were also
torched. Days after the vio-
lence, Delhi Police
Commissioner Rakesh Asthana
wrote to the Enforcement
Directorate to investigate
money laundering charges
against the prime accused in
the case.

The police have slapped the
stringent National Security Act
against five of the accused in
the case.
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From Page 1
The provision has been under intense pub-

lic scrutiny recently for its alleged misuse to set-
tle political scores by various governments which
had led the CJI to ask if the colonial-era law,
which was used to persecute freedom fighters,
was still needed after 75 years of Independence.

“Whoever, by words, either spoken or writ-
ten, or by signs, or by visible representation, or
otherwise, brings or attempts to bring into hatred
or contempt, or excites or attempts to excite dis-
affection towards, the Government established
by law in [India], shall be punished with
imprisonment for life, to which fine may be
added, or with imprisonment which may
extend to three years, to which fine may be
added, or with fine,” reads section 124A (sedi-
tion) of the IPC.

Sibal, appearing as the lead counsel on behalf
of the petitioners, had said that a three-judge
bench can still go into the issue ignoring the 1962
judgement of the five-judge bench in the light
of subsequent developments in the fundamen-
tal rights jurisprudence. PTI 
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday said a

hybrid system of online and
offline learning should be
developed to avoid overexpo-
sure to technology in school-
going children. 

While chairing a high-level
meeting to review the progress
in the implementation of the
National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020, the PM said that
in the two years since its
launch, it has seen many ini-
tiatives being unrolled to
achieve the objectives of access,
equity, inclusivity, and quality,
as laid down under the policy. 

The policy has given a big
push to online learning with
higher education institutions
being allowed to run full-
fledged online courses and the
permissible limit of online con-
tent being raised to 

The PM suggested that
secondary schools with science
labs should engage with farm-
ers in their area for soil testing.

From special efforts to
track out of school children and
bring them back into the main-
stream, to the introduction of
multiple entries and exits in
higher education, many trans-
formative reforms have been
initiated that will define and
lead the progress of the coun-
try, he said.

The meeting was attended
by Dharmendra Pradhan,
Minister of Education (MoE)
and Skill Development &
Entrepreneurship (MSDE),
Rajeev Chandrashekhar,
Minister of State in MSDE,
Subhash Sarkar, MoS, MoE,
Annapurna Devi, MoS, MoE
and Rajkumar Ranjan Singh

MoS, MoE and MEA, Principal
Secretary to PM, Cabinet
Secretary, Advisor to PM,
Chairman UGC, Chairman
AICTE, Chairman NCVET,
Director NCERT and other
senior officials from Ministry
of Education.

Prime Minister was
apprised that the work of for-
mulation of National
Curriculum Framework, under
the guidance of the National
Steering Committee, is in
progress. 

Modi suggested the data-
bases maintained by
Anganwadi centers should be
seamlessly integrated with the
school databases as children
move from Anganwadis to
Schools. Regular Health check-
ups and screening for children
in schools should be carried out
with the help of technology. 

He also suggested that sec-
ondary schools with science
labs should engage with farm-
ers in their area for soil testing
to create awareness about soil
and agriculture. 

Prime Minister was also

informed that the guidelines for
Multiple Entry-Exit for flexi-
bility and lifelong learning,
along with the launch
Academic Bank of Credit on
Digilocker platform will now
make it possible for students to
study as per their convenience
and choice. In order to create
new possibilities for life-long
learning and centrally involve
critical and interdisciplinary
thinking in learners, UGC has
published guidelines according
to which students can pursue
two academic programmes
simultaneously. 

The National Higher
Education Qualification
Framework (NHEQF) is also at
an advanced stage of prepara-
tion. UGC is revising the exist-
ing “Curriculum Framework
and Credit System for
Undergraduate Programme”
in alignment with NHEQF.

In order to encourage an
ecosystem of Start-up and
Innovation, 2,774 Institution’s
Innovation Councils have been
set up in HEIs in 28 States and
6 UTs, the PM was updated.
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The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) on Saturday trashed

allegations that the statements of
the officials of Xiaomi India
were taken under coercion by
the agency. It termed such claims
as not only “untrue and baseless”
but also an outcome of “after-
thought.”“The officials of
Xiaomi India deposed their
statements before ED under
FEMA voluntarily in the most
conducive environment on var-
ious occasions,” the agency said
in a statement here.

“The statements were
deposed by them on the basis of
documents/information pro-
vided by the company during
the course of investigation. Their
statements corroborate with the
written replies submitted to ED
and the materials on record,” it
said.The agency said statements
of Xiaomi’s Global Vice
President and Managing
Director of Xiaomi India Manu
Kumar Jain were recorded on
April 13, 14, 21 and 26. The
statements of Xiaomi’s Chief

Financial Officer  Head Sameer
B S Rao were recorded on
March 25, April 14, 19, 21, 22
and 26.

“However, no complaint
was filed by them at any point
of time during recording of
statements at various occasions.
Last statement of the officials of
the company was recorded on
26.04.2022 and the seizure order
was passed on 29.04.2022. It
appears that the allegation now
made after passage of substan-
tial time is an afterthought. The
allegations are baseless and far
from the facts, it further said.

It is reiterated that ED is a
professional agency with strong
work ethics and there was no
coercion or threat to the officers
of the company at any point of
time, it added.  The ED’s clari-
fication came in response to cer-
tain news reports that said
Xiaomi alleged in a recent filing
before the Karnataka High
Court that its top executives
were threatened with "physical
violence and coercion" during
their questioning by ED inves-
tigators in Bengaluru. 

+�����������	����
����������	������
����	�������,�-�

������
��������
�.����
���
�����


The Congress on Saturday
slammed the Government

over the hike in price of
domestic LPG cylinder with
former party chief Rahul
Gandhi saying millions of
Indian households are waging
a difficult battle against
"extreme inflation", unem-
ployment and "poor gover-
nance".

The Opposition party also
said the central government
should roll back the hike in
the price of domestic cooking
gas cylinder and bring it to the
same level as it was for the
subsidised cylinder in 2014.

The price of domestic
LPG cylinders was raised by
Rs 50 on Saturday. With the
latest revision, the 14.2 kg
domestic cylinder will now
cost Rs 999.50/cylinder from
Saturday. Rahul Gandhi said
during the Congress-led UPA
government, the price of an
LPG cylinder was Rs 414 and
a subsidy of Rs 827 was being

given on every cylinder.
"Today, the cost of a cylin-

der is Rs 999. The amount of
subsidy given is 'zero'," he said
in a Facebook post. 

The Narendra Modi gov-
ernment had removed all safe-
ty nets that the Congress had
put in place to protect the
common man, Gandhi
alleged."Today, millions of
Indian households are waging
a difficult battle against
extreme inflation, unemploy-
ment, and poor governance,"
the former Congress chief
said."The Congress party
would have never let this hap-
pen. We have and always will
support families in need," he
said with the hashtags
'MehengaiMuktBharat' and
'BJPFailsIndia'.

After the news of a hike of
Rs 50 in the price of domes-
tic LPG cylinder, the Congress
also claimed that the Modi
government has increased the
price of subsidised cooking
gas by over Rs 585 in the last
eight years and also ended the
subsidy that was given.
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The Left parties on Saturday
strongly criticised the Modi

Government for the LPG cylin-
der price hike.

CPI(M) general secretary
Sitaram Yehury said that the
Modi Government assaults
people's livelihood by hiking
prices of all needy items. "Modi
Government assaults on peo-
ple's livelihoods are relentless.
In the 75 years of
Independence this is the most
inhuman and callous
Government. Must withdraw
Central cess/surcharges on
petroleum products," Yechury
tweeted reacting to the Rs 50
hike in LPG gas cylinders for
home.

The National Secretariat of
Communist Party of India also
strongly condemned the hike of
Rs 50 in the price of Liquefied

Petroleum Gas (LPG) cylin-
ders.  

“Already, the inflation is
very high and the recent repo
rate hike by the RBI will help
companies to push up the price
of their products further saying
that inputs have become cost-
lier,” CPI general Secretary D
Raja said, urging party units to
come out on the streets in
protest along with all like-
minded parties against the
anti-people move.

“The Government, ignor-
ing the fact that the hike in
prices of petroleum products
will have a cascading effect, has
given free hands to oil mar-
keting companies to continu-
ously raise the prices of petrol,
diesel and LPG cylinders. The
Government remains insensi-
tive to people’s suffering but is
continuously helping corporate
houses to fill their kitties,” he
further said.
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The Enforcement
Directorate on Saturday

arrested Suman Kumar, the
Chartered Accountant of
Jharkhand’s Mining Secretary
Pooja Singhal, under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) in the
case linked to alleged embez-
zlement of MGNREGA funds
worth Rs 18 crore in Khunti
district.

The ED arrest follows Rs
19.31 crores of cash being
recovered from different loca-
tions linked to Singhal. The ED
also seized incriminating doc-
uments from Kumar.

Out of Rs 19.31 crores, Rs
17.51 crores was recovered
from the premises of the CA.

Officials alleged that the
CA was “evasive in his replies”
with regard to the alleged
recovery of cash from his
premises in Ranchi after the
agency conducted raids in this
case.

The ED has alleged that
Kumar, also a financial advisor,
has links with Singhal and her
family.

The ED also recorded the
preliminary statement of
Singhal during the searches.
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Faced with China rapidly
improving its infrastruc-

ture including roads all along
the Line of Actual Control
(LAC), Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Saturday
urged the Border Roads
Organisation(BRO)to further
enhance its capability through
optimum use to technology
and strive to strengthen the
infrastructure of the border
areas at a faster pace.

He also said “the Chinese
presence has increased in the
Northern sector in the recent
past. Due to their proficiency
in construction in mountain-
ous areas, they manage to
reach different places very
quickly. The BRO must con-
tinue to work in parallel and
focus on increasing their capa-
bility with full use of technol-
ogy.”

This was in apparent ref-
erence to the persisting stand-

offs for the past two years in
Eastern Ladakh between the
Indian and Chinese armies.
Both the sides have ramped up
their military strength besides
infrastructure development
including roads, bridges, air-
fields and helipads in the bor-
der areas.

Addressing the BRO per-
sonnel on the occasion of its
63rd Raising Day, Rajnath also
said the government, on its
part, is making all efforts to
provide the required support to
the BRO in this direction.

He mentioned about the
recent announcement of
increase of capital budget of the
BRO by 40% to Rs 3,500 crore
in Financial Year 2022-23, reit-
erating the government’s com-

mitment to the country's secu-
rity and development of border
areas.

Rajnath described the
development of border areas as
a major part of the govern-
ment’s comprehensive defence
strategy, noting that it will bol-
ster the security apparatus of
the country and bring a posi-
tive change in the lives of peo-
ple residing in remote areas.

Underlining the impor-
tance of roads, bridges and
tunnels in the progress of a
nation, Rajnath said the pro-
jects completed by the BRO
have enhanced the operational
preparedness of the Armed
Forces and improved the socio-
economic conditions of the
people living in far-flung areas.

It is pertinent to mention
that with just two projects in
1960 - Project Tusker in the
East and Project Beacon in the
North - the BRO has today
become a vibrant organisation
with 18 projects in various
states.

It has constructed over
60,000 kilometres of roads,
over 840 bridges, four tunnels
and 19 airfields under adverse
climatic and geographical con-
ditions along India's borders as
well as in friendly foreign
countries, thus contributing
towards our strategic objec-
tives.

In 2021-22, a total of 102
infrastructure projects - 87
bridges and 15 roads - were
completed by the BRO - the
most in a single year. This
included construction of
world’s longest highway tunnel,
above 10,000 feet Atal Tunnel,
Rohtang and world highest
motorable road over Umling La
in Eastern Ladakh.

For the first time in the his-
tory of the BRO, women offi-
cers were given the command
of Units, with three road con-
struction companies (RCCs)
being currently commanded by
them. It also created the first-
ever All Women RCC in
Joshimath, Uttarakhand.
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The National Eligibility
cum Entrance Test-

Postgraduate (NEET-PG)
2022 has not been postponed
and will be conducted on the
scheduled date of May 21, the
Government said on Saturday,
even as over 15,000 medical
aspirants have submitted a
memorandum to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, urg-
ing him to intervene in the
matter.

The development came
even as a medical students'
association moved the
Supreme Court on Thursday,
May 5, 2022, for the post-
ponement of the examination
citing its clash with the ongo-
ing counselling for NEET PG
2021.

"We 15,000 aspirants writ-
ing on behalf of the majority
of NEET PG aspirants suffer-
ing due to the ongoing coun-
selling and upcoming NEET
PG 2022 exam scheduled on
21 May,2022. We would like to
bring it to your notice regard-
ing the issues faced by the
aspirants who are unable to
appear for the upcoming
medical post-graduation
entrance exam NEET PG
2022," the memorandum 
stated.

Meanwhile, a fake docu-
ment is doing the rounds of
social media claiming that
the NEET PG 2022 exam has
been postponed to July 9.
Calling it a fake circular, the
Ministry has cautioned stu-
dents to not fall into its trap
as examinations will be held
as scheduled for May 21.
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After the Kathmandu night-
club video, Congress leader

Rahul Gandhi on Saturday again
came into limelight in  another
"Kya exactly bolna hai" video that
is purportedly shot during his
meeting with Telangana
Congress leaders ahead of an
address to farmers in the state.
The BJP again hit out at him for
being a "part-time politician" .

The BJP, which is always
happy to catch the Congress
leader on the 'wrong-foot' latched
on to the video where Rahul is
asking local Telangana Congress
leaders about the theme and
agenda sometime before he is to
address farmers in the state.

In the 17-second-long video,
Rahul can be seen sitting on a
chair and asking the state lead-
ers, "What is the main theme
today...kya exactly bolna hai
[what exactly do I have to say]?",
he is saying in the clip.

BJP leader Amit Malviya

posted the video on Twitter and
said, "Yesterday, Rahul Gandhi
before his rally in Telangana, sup-
posedly in solidarity with farm-
ers, asks what is the theme, kya
bolna hai? This is what happens
when you do politics in between
personal foreign trips and night-
clubbing…Such exaggerated
sense of entitlement.”Congress
spokesman Pawan Khera
responded by saying, "Rahul
wanted to understand local
issues...where is the problem.”
Rahul was to address farmers in
Warangal in Telangana.

Another  Congress leader
Brijesh Kalappa said targeting
one person is "almost like a troll".

"This kind of a scenario
where a top leadership on social
media is targeting one individ-
ual...It's almost like a troll..If
there's so much attention on one
person, then that person is obvi-
ously causing you grief...,"
Kalappa said.

"The BJP should stop mak-
ing a spectacle of itself. I think,

in a large way, The BJP and the
social media team of the BJP are
contributing to Rahul Gandhi's
growth as a political leader."

"We thank them [BJP], and
we would also like to tell them
this kind of attention span is
going to cause them great harm
in the future," Kalappa said.

Malviya had earlier  hit out
at the former Congress chief 's
recent visit to Nepal where he
was seen in a nightclub in
Kathmandu as the Congress
clarified that the Rahul was
attending a marriage in the
Nepalese Capital on a private
invitation.On the Kathmandu
nightclub video of Rahul, the BJP
leader  had said "Rahul Gandhi
was at a nightclub when Mumbai
was under seize. He is at a
nightclub at a time when his
party is exploding. He is consis-
tent. Interestingly, soon after
the Congress refused to out-
source their presidency, hit jobs
have begun on their Prime
Ministerial candidate...".
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Averring that currently there
was “ideological pollution”

in the state, Maharashtra chief
minister Uddhav Thackeray on
Saturday slammed the BJP “for
not letting our government to
do our work” and lamented that
“if we do work, it (the
Opposition) raises the bogey of
corruption”.

Without naming the BJP,
Uddhav took pot shots at the
Opposition and said he would
speak his mind out at a rally to
be addressed by him on May 14.

Uddhav, who has been
under constant attack from the
BJP in recent weeks, said:
“Currently, there is ideological
pollution in the state. Many
people do not let our govern-
ment do work and if we do
work, they will raise the bogey
of corruption. They conduct
themselves as if they have taken
a bath and are a purified lot

now, while all others are corrupt
people”.

The chief minister said that
while no one objected to the
Opposition indulging in poli-
tics, there should be “some
standard” in its conduct. “Just
because you are in the
Opposition, that does not mean
you should oppose everything
we do. If the government com-
mits a mistake, please pull us
up. But when we do good
work, the Opposition should
have the magnanimity to appre-
ciate us,” Uddhav said.

Hitting out at the BJP for
raising objections to the drink-
ing water project undertaken by
the Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) for
Mumbai, the chief minister
said: “It is easy to talk on the
issue of water for Mumbaikars.
How can store gigantic volumes
of water required by the city? If
we build dams, then we will
have to fell trees and reduce our
forest cover which we can ill-

afford to do”.
“Owing to climatic changes,

the temperatures have soared to
unprecedented levels this year.
We can look for easy ways to
keep the people in good
humour. But, people do not
understand that taking easy
routes to solve our immediate
water shortage will have long
term implications. I have not
dreamt of or worked for such a
kind of development. I will
never do such a thing that will
affect the people adversely in
the long-run,” the chief minis-
ter said.

Debunking the
Opposition’s efforts to “mislead”
people through bluffing in the
run up to the BMC elections,
Uddhav said: “We will not tol-
erate this   kind of bluffing by
the Opposition. I will speak my
mind out when I address a rally
on May 14. I am not one mis-
lead people. I will speak to the
people on all issues. I will not
hold anything back”.
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Seven members of a family
died and two were injured in

a car accident on the Yamuna
Expressway here on Saturday
morning, police said.

The deceased were return-
ing to Noida from Hardoi after
attending a marriage function
when their car collided with an
unknown vehicle around 5
am, they said.
Superintendent of Police
(Rural) Shrish Chandra said
the victims hailed from Sandila
in Hardoi district and were
going towards Noida, where

they live.
A vehicle in front of the car

appears to have applied brakes
all of a sudden neat the Bajna
cut on the expressway which
may have caused the accident,
the police said.

"Since the car was moving
at a high speed, seven people
died on the spot itself, while
two were seriously injured,"
Chandra said.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
expressed grief over the loss of
lives in the accident.

Adityanath directed the

administration to provide ade-
quate treatment to those
injured.

The deceased have been
identified as Lallu Gautam
(60), his wife Chhutki (55),
sons Sanjay (30) and Rajesh
(25), their wives Nisha (28) and
Nandini (22) respectively, and
Sanjay's son Dheeraj (6). Lallu
Gautam's third son Gopal (23)
and Sanjay's second son Harsh
(3) have been injured.

The bodies of the deceased
have been sent for post-
mortem examination, and their
family members have been
informed, the police said.
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Acase was registered against a
27-year-old man late

Saturday night for allegedly caus-
ing a devastating fire at a three-
storey building in Vijay Nagar
locality in Indore city which
claimed seven lives, police said.

Shubham Dixit (27), the
absconding accused, allegedly
torched a vehicle  which
belonged to a woman who had
spurned him, police said. After
he set fire to the vehicle in the
building's parking area early
Saturday morning, the flames
spread and engulfed the build-
ing, said a police official. 
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The Sri Lankan government
on Saturday defended

imposing a state of emergency,
saying it was required to tack-
le the unprecedented economic
crisis plaguing the country,
even as President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa faced flak from the
Opposition and foreign envoys
for his decision which gives
security forces power to crack
down on peaceful protests.

In a special Cabinet meet-
ing on Friday, the embattled
president declared the state of
emergency with effect from
Friday midnight. 

This is the second emer-
gency declared in just over a
month.

The announcement came
as student activists kept the
Parliament under siege since
Thursday night.

The students blocked the
main entrance to the complex
demanding the resignation of
the government for its inabil-

ity to handle the ongoing eco-
nomic crisis marked by short-
ages of essentials.

In a statement on Saturday,
the Government Information
Department said, "Sri Lanka is
currently facing the worst eco-
nomic crisis and political insta-
bility ever after Independence
due to manifold reasons both
short and long-term. The com-
mon perception is that sever-
al reforms in the sectors of
political, economic and social
fabric should be carried out in-
depth to escape from this grave
situation."

"Priority among them is to
manage the shortage of foreign
exchange within the shortest
possible time and restore the
supply of goods and services,"
the statement added.

The government said dis-
cussions are ongoing with the
multi-lateral institutions,
including the International
Monetary Fund, to obtain
financial assistance and
restructure outstanding debt.

"Political stability and
peace in society are two major
conditions that are demanded
in building confidence and
strength to make such pro-
grams a success," the statement
said, explaining the need for
the emergency.

Sri Lanka is currently in
the throes of unprecedented
economic turmoil since its
independence from Britain in
1948. The crisis is caused in

part by a lack of foreign cur-
rency, which has meant that
the country cannot afford to
pay for imports of staple foods
and 

fuel, leading to acute short-
ages and very high prices.

Thousands of demonstra-
tors have hit the streets across
Sri Lanka since April 9, as the
government ran out of money
for vital imports; prices of
essential commodities have

skyrocketed and there are acute
shortages in fuel, medicines
and electricity supply.

Despite mounting pres-
sure, President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa and his elder broth-
er and Prime Minister
Mahinda Rajapaksa have
refused to quit office.

Commenting on the ongo-
ing negotiations, the IMF's
Colombo mission chief
Masahiro Nozaki said, "The
IMF team will engage with the
economic team of Sri Lankan
authorities from May 9 to May
23 in a virtual mission and
continue discussions on the
authorities' request for an IMF-
supported programme."

According to IMF assess-
ment, Sri Lanka's debt is
unsustainable. Therefore,
approval for IMF financing,
including through a Rapid
Financing Instrument, would
require adequate assurances
that debt sustainability will be
restored.

Last month, the Sri Lankan

government said it would tem-
porarily default on USD 35.5
billion in foreign debt as the
pandemic and the war in
Ukraine made it impossible to
make payments to overseas
creditors.

The present state of emer-
gency gives the police and the
security forces sweeping power
to arbitrarily arrest and detain
people.  The country's human
rights body, the main lawyers'
body, the Opposition and even
some members of the diplo-
matic community criticised
the government for its move.

The Human Rights
Commission of Sri Lanka said
it was deeply concerned about
the promulgation of an emer-
gency. "We urge the govern-
ment to explain to the public

the reasons for this proclama-
tion since protests have been
largely peaceful and within
the ambit of normal police
operations," it said in a state-
ment."We hope that freedom
of speech and assembly, the
rights associated with arrest
and detention as well as other
fundamental rights and free-
doms will not be affected or
derogated from during the
period of the emergency," said
the statement.

The Bar Association of Sri
Lanka (BASL) in a statement
issued said it was "gravely con-
cerned" about the declaration
of a State of Emergency by the
President.

"As was stated earlier on
April 2, 2022, when the
President declared a State of

Emergency for a brief period
of time, the BASL remains of
the view that a declaration of
a state of emergency is not the
answer to the present situation
in the country including the
spate of public protests and
strikes which have occurred,"
the BASL said.

They have stressed that the
state of emergency must not be
used to stifle peaceful protests
and dissent or to make arbi-
trary arrests and detentions.
The protests in turn must not
be violent and must remain
peaceful at all times.

The main Opposition
party Samagi Jana
Balawegaya's leader Sajith
Premadasa too questioned the
move and urged for the resig-
nation of the president.
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Ukrainian troops solidified
their positions around the

nation's second-largest city on
Saturday as Russian forces
delivered more punishing
attacks on an embattled steel-
works in a bid to complete their
conquest of the southern port
of Mariupol in time for Victory
Day celebrations.

As Monday's holiday com-
memorating the Soviet Union's
World War II victory over
Nazi Germany approached,
cities across Ukraine prepared
for an expected increase in
Russian attacks.

Officials urged residents
numbed by more than 10
weeks of war to heed air raid
warnings.

"These symbolic dates are
to the Russian aggressor like
red to a bull," Ukraine's first
deputy interior minister,
Yevhen Yenin, said.

"While the entire civilised
world remembers the victims
of terrible wars on these days,
the Russian Federation wants
parades and is preparing to
dance over bones in Mariupol."

The most intense fighting
in recent days has befallen
eastern Ukraine, where the
two sides are entrenched in a
fierce race to capture territory
not under their control.

Western military analysts
said a Ukrainian counter-offen-
sive was advancing around the
northeastern city of Kharkiv
while the Russians made minor
gains in Luhansk, an area

where Moscow-backed sepa-
ratists have fought since 2014.

Against that backdrop,
Ukrainian fighters were mak-
ing a final stand to prevent a
complete takeover of Mariupol.

Securing the strategically
important Sea of Azov port that
would give Moscow a land
bridge to the Crimea Peninsula,
which Russia annexed from
Ukraine during a 2014 inva-
sion. New satellite photos
analysed by The Associated
Press showed vast devastation
at a sprawling seaside steel
mill that is the last corner of
Ukrainian resistance in the
city. Buildings at the Azovstal
plant, including one under
which hundreds of fighters
and civilians are likely hiding,
had large, gaping holes in the

roof, according to the images
shot on Friday by Planet Labs
PBC.

The bombardment of the
steel mill intensified in recent
days despite a Russian pledge
for a temporary cease-fire to
allow civilians inside to escape.

Russia has used mortars,
artillery, truck-mounted rock-
et systems, aerial bombardment
and shelling from sea to target
the facility. Rescuers sought to
evacuate more civilians on
Saturday after a week of on-
and-off convoys to get people
out of Mariupol. Dozens of
civilians were delivered on
Friday to the care of United
Nations and International
Committee of the Red Cross
representatives, Russian and
Ukrainian officials confirmed.

The Russian military said
the group of 50 included 11
children. The latest evacuees
followed roughly 500 others
who were allowed to leave the
plant and other parts of the city
in recent days.

The Ukrainian govern-
ment has called on interna-
tional organisations to also
help evacuate the fighters
defending the plant.

By Russia's most recent
estimate, roughly 2,000
Ukrainian fighters remained at
the Azovstal steelworks. They
have repeatedly refused to sur-
render. Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said
"influential states" were
involved in efforts to rescue the
soldiers, although he did not
mention any by name.
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US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken has held

a telephonic conversation with
his Pakistani counterpart
Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari, the
first such high-level contact
since a new government took
over in the country, and
exchanged views on various
aspects of bilateral ties.

The conversation took
place amidst a chill in bilater-
al ties and weeks after ousted
prime minister Imran Khan
alleged that the US was behind
the "foreign conspiracy" to
topple his government through
a no-confidence vote tabled by
the Opposition.

The Pakistan Foreign
Minister received a telephone
call from Blinken, the Foreign
Office (FO) said in a statement
on Friday.

During the phone call,
Secretary Blinken congratu-
lated Bilawal on the assump-
tion of his office and expressed
the desire to continue strength-
ening the mutually beneficial
Pakistan-US bilateral relation-
ship.

Exchanging views on var-
ious aspects of Pakistan-US
relations, Bilawal underscored
that Pakistan and the US have
a longstanding broad-based
relationship.

He added that constructive
and sustained engagement
between the two countries

based on mutual respect and
mutual interest was vital to
promote peace, development
and security in the region and
beyond.

Bilawal emphasised that
Pakistan's vision was focused
on human development,
regional connectivity and a
peaceful neighbourhood.

According to the State
Department, Blinken during
the call reiterated the desire to
strengthen the broad-based
bilateral relationship.

The Secretary underscored
the resolute US-Pakistan com-
mitment to Afghan stability
and combatting terrorism. The
Secretary and Foreign Minister
also highlighted ongoing
engagement on trade and
investment, climate, energy,
health, and education, it said.

Building on the Pakistan-
US cooperation in dealing
with the Covid pandemic dur-
ing the last two years, Secretary
Blinken invited Pakistan to

the Second Global Covid
Summit to be held virtually
later this month, the FO said.

An invitation was also
extended by the Secretary of
State for Pakistan's participa-
tion in the Ministerial meeting
on Global Food Security to be
held in New York on May 18.

The Foreign Minister and
the Secretary of State agreed to
remain in contact and enhance
engagement on regional and
global issues of mutual inter-
est.

It was the first contact
between the foreign ministers
since a new government was
formed in Pakistan last month. 

Former prime minister
Khan had named senior US
diplomat Donald Lu as the per-
son who was allegedly involved
in the "foreign conspiracy" to
topple his government through
a no-confidence vote tabled by
the Opposition. The US has
repeatedly dismissed Khan's
allegations. 
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The UN Security Council
has unanimously adopted

its first statement on Ukraine
since Russia's military action
began on February 24, express-
ing "strong support" for
Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres' efforts to find a
peaceful solution to the 10-
week "dispute."

The short presidential
statement approved at a very
brief council meeting Friday
does not mention a "war," "con-
flict" or "invasion" as many
council members call Russia's
ongoing military action, or a
"special military operation" as
Moscow refers to it. That's
because Russia, which holds
veto power in the council, has

blocked all previous attempts to
adopt a presidential statement
which requires unanimity or a
resolution.

Instead, the statement
"expresses deep concern
regarding the maintenance of
peace and security of Ukraine"
and "recalls that all member
states have undertaken, under
the Charter of the United
Nations, the obligation to set-
tle their international disputes
by peaceful means."

"The Security Council
expresses strong support for the
efforts of the secretary-gener-
al in the search for a peaceful
solution," the statement says,
and requests Guterres to brief
members "in due course."

During recent visits to
Moscow and Kyiv, Guterres

reached an agreement with
Russian President Vladimir
Putin and Ukraine's President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy for the
evacuation of civilians, first and
foremost from the besieged
southeastern port city of
Mauripol and the Azovstal
steel plant where the last
Ukrainian forces are holding
out along with hundreds of
civilians in underground
bunkers.

The UN and the
International Committee of
the Red Cross have carried out
two successful evacuations
from Mariupol and surround-
ing areas so far, and are cur-
rently in Mariupol organising
a third evacuation from the
steel plant. 

Norway's UN Ambassador

Mona Juul and Mexico's UN
Ambassador Juan Ramon De
La Fuente Ramirez, whose
countries drafted the resolu-
tion, called it an important first
step for diplomatic efforts to
end the war.

"The war in Ukraine is
causing unimaginable suffering
of the entire population of

Ukraine. Millions of
Ukrainians desperately need
humanitarian protection and
assistance," Juul said. "It is
important that the UN secre-
tary-general has the full back-
ing of the Security Council for
his effort towards a peaceful
solution to the war in Ukraine."

De La Fuente Ramirez said
the unanimous adoption of
the statement "shows that the
Security Council is united in
supporting the United Nations
and its secretary-general in
finding a diplomatic solution."

The council is mandated
under the UN Charter to main-
tain international peace and
security and has been strong-
ly criticised since the Russian
invasion for its paralysis and
inaction.
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President Joe Biden's list of
impossible tasks keeps get-

ting longer. 
Despite lofty promises he's

made, from the campaign trail
through his first year in office,
he has limited power to safe-
guard voting rights or expand
the fight against climate change
on his own.And now it's become
clear that Biden has no good
options for preserving abortion
access as the Supreme Court
appears poised to overturn Roe
v. Wade.

It's a disorienting and dis-
couraging state of affairs for
Democrats, who control both
Congress and the White House
for the first time in more than a
decade.

But the reality is the party
holds only the narrowest of
majorities in the Senate, and
there simply aren't enough votes
to guarantee abortion rights,
especially with the filibuster in

place.Biden's pledge to codify
Roe v. Wade into law seems des-
tined for the same rocky shoals
where other parts of his agenda,
like tax credits for clean energy
or legislation that would pre-
empt state voting restrictions,
have already run aground.

Perhaps the most succinct
explanation came from Sen.
Debbie Stabenow, D-Mich., ear-
lier this week.

“We're stuck,” she said.
Senate Majority Leader

Chuck Schumer has scheduled
a vote on abortion for next
Wednesday, but it's almost cer-
tain to fail.

Republicans are united in
opposition, and a handful of
Democrats may not support it
either.The impasse is forcing the
White House to reopen its back-
up playbook — scrounging for
ways to make a difference
through executive action or reg-
ulatory steps while criticising
Republicans for the lack of
broader action.
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New Delhi: Private sector
lender DCB Bank on Saturday
posted a 44.87 per cent rise in
its net profit at �113 crore for
the quarter ended March 2022.

The bank had registered a
net profit of �78 crore in the
same quarter a year ago.

Total income in the March
quarter of fiscal year 2021-22
increased to �1,035 crore, as
against �967 crore in the same
quarter of 2020-21, DCB Bank
said in a regulatory filing.

Net interest income during
the quarter rose to �380 crore,
from �311 crore.

Bank's asset quality, how-
ever, showed a slight impairment
from the year-ago period at
4.32 per cent of the gross
advances as of March 31, 2022,
as against 4.13 per cent by
March 2021. However, it
improved sequentially from 4.78
per cent at the end of December
2021. In value terms, the gross
NPAs stood at �1,290 crore in
the period under review, as
against �1,083 crore.

On the other hand, the net
NPAs or bad loans fell 1.97 per
cent (�573 crore), as against
2.31 per cent (�594 crore) in
the year-ago period. However,
the net profit for full year
FY2022 decreased by 14.3 per
cent to �288 crore. PTI
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Mumbai: Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Saturday flagged anonymity as
an “inherent risk” in blockchain
technology and called for tak-
ing precaution in future with a
rise in the use of this technol-
ogy.  

The finance minister made
it clear that using the distrib-
uted ledger technology (DLT),
which is also called as
blockchain, is “absolutely
imperative” and the govern-
ment also supports the use of
the same. 

The minister's remarks
come ahead of the launch of the
budgetary announcement of
central bank digital currency
(CBDC) which is based on the
blockchain technology itself
and is billed as being similar to
the paper currency carried in
our wallets.  

“…the anonymity is what ...
One unknown element in this
whole thing. The anonymity of
the person or whoever or the
robot is the one which we
have to be absolutely readying
ourselves as … a future chal-
lenge,” Sitharaman said,
addressing an NSDL event

here.
Sitharaman said the DLT is

a beautiful technology which
will help in democratisation but
flagged anonymity as an
“inherent risk” which we need
to guard ourselves from.  

Terming anonymity as a
“powerful imponderable” in
the whole equation, Sitharaman
said, “unless we are able to
guard ourselves against that
anonymous element which can
itself pose an inherent risk, we

probably will be exposing our-
selves much more than ever we
would have imagined.”

Sitharaman commended
capital markets regulator Sebi
chief Madhabi Puri Buch, who
spoke before her at the same
event, for “rightly warning” us
about the risk of anonymity,
and also for advocating DLTs. 

Buch said we do not wish
to have anonymity in the
CBDC, which is supposed to be
introduced during the fiscal by

banking regulator RBI. 
As per the central bank,

considerable progress has been
made regarding the introduc-
tion of the CBDC.

Meanwhile, Sitharaman
said private cryptocurrency
assets like Bitcoins are “fairly
well spread” in India. 

Buch said strengths of
DLTs include transparency,
real time, infinite divisibility
and it being a cost effective
medium. 

Sitharaman said the retail
investment journey has trans-
formed in the last two or three
years, with new demat account
opening zooming to 26 lakh
per month in FY22 from 12
lakh in FY21 and just 4 lakh a
month in FY20. 

She said the retail investors
act as “shock absorbers” as the
foreign portfolio investors have
come in and gone as per the
global cues. 

Pointing out to the total
USD 4 trillion in custody value
held by NSDL, Sitharaman
said the buoyancy in retail
account opening is a prime rea-
son for the high asset 
value. PTI
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New Delhi: The portion of
LIC's initial public offering
earmarked for non-institu-
tional investors, including high
net-worth individuals, has been
subscribed fully on the fourth
day on Saturday.

Against the total
2,96,48,427 shares reserved for
Non-Institutional Investors
(NII), 3,06,73,020 bids were
received resulting in subscrip-
tion of 1.03 times, according to
data posted on stock exchanges
at 4:36 pm.

The overall issue was sub-
scribed 1.59 times.

However, the Qualified
Institutional Buyer (QIB) por-
tion is yet to be fully sub-
scribed. It is still 0.67 per cent
of shares earmarked for the
QIB. 

Retail individual investors
bid for 9.57 crore shares as
against 6.9 crore set aside for
this segment, translating into
an oversubscription of 1.38
times.

Of the total, the policy-
holders' portion was subscribed
4.4 times, while that for
employees was subscribed 3.4
times. PTI

New Delhi: Union minister
Nitin Gadkari on Saturday said
his aim is to develop at least one
automobile scrapping facility
within 150 kilometres from
each city centre, while assert-
ing that the country has the
potential to become a vehicle
scrapping hub of the entire
South Asian region.

Speaking at the Material
Recycling Association of India
(MRAI) event here, Gadkari
said the National Vehicle
Scrappage Policy is a key ini-
tiative in the Indian transport
and sustainability sector, and
this will enable the removal of
older and unfit vehicles and
introduction of new lesser-
polluting vehicles in a phased
manner.

“My aim is to develop a
vehicle scrapping centre with-
in the reach of 150 km from all
the city centres,” the road trans-
port and highways minister
said.

Gadkari noted that the
road transport and highways
ministry has designed the vehi-
cle scrapping policy in a way
that allows all types and sizes
of investors to come and estab-

lish scrapping centres.
“Developing a large num-

ber of vehicle scrapping centres,
we can also develop multiple
authorised collection centres of
vehicle scrapping units in one
city, which will have the author-
ity to deregister a vehicle and
issue deposit certificates,” he
said.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had launched the
National Vehicle Scrappage
Policy in August last year and
had said it will help phase out
unfit and polluting vehicles
and also promote a circular
economy.

He had also said that the
material recycling sector gives
direct and indirect employment
to 4 crore people and this
number is expected to go up to
5 crore by 2025.

At Saturday's event
Gadkari said: “India has poten-
tial to become a vehicle scrap-
ping hub of the entire South
Asian region. We can import a
large number of old vehicles
from Bangladesh, Bhutan,
Myanmar, Maldives, Nepal and
Sri Lanka for scrapping in our
country.” PTI
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New Delhi: Micro-fertiliser
makers' body IMMA on
Saturday hailed the proposed
bill on plant nutrition man-
agement to regulate the sector,
but urged the government not
to bring any price control
mechanism for micronutrients
and speciality products.

The Indian Micro-
Fertilizers Manufacturers
Association (IMMA) said in a
statement that it welcomes the
draft Integrated Plant Nutrition
Management (IPNM) Bill 2022
which is aimed at regulating the

micro-fertiliser sector.
IMMA said the aim of the

proposed bill should be to pro-
mote ease of doing business.

IMMA, however, urged the
government to “control the
prices of only those nutrients
where subsidy is being provid-
ed and not to control the rates
of micronutrients and spe-
cialised fertilisers”.

In February, the
Department of Fertilisers float-
ed the draft bill and sought
comments from all stakehold-
ers. PTI

New Delhi: Mortgage lender
HDFC Ltd on Saturday
announced an increase in its
benchmark lending rate by 30
basis points (bps), a move that
will make loans dearer for
both existing and new bor-
rowers. 

The move comes just days
after several lenders, including
ICICI Bank, Bank of Baroda
and Bank of India, raised inter-
est rates following the Reserve
Bank of India's surprise repo
rate hike on 
Wednesday.

“HDFC increases its Retail
Prime Lending Rate (RPLR) on
housing loans, on which its
Adjustable Rate Home Loans
(ARHL) are benchmarked, by
30 basis points, with effect
from May 9, 2022,” the housing
finance company said in a
statement.

The revised rates for new
borrowers range between 7
per cent and 7.45 per cent,
depending on credit and loan
amount. PTI

Chennai: Public sector Indian
Bank has unveiled digital
broking solution -- E-Broking
-- allowing customers to open
a demat and trading account
facility, in line with the digi-
talisation mission of the bank,
an official said on Saturday.

The launch of digital
broking solution 'E-Broking'
was a strategic step towards
complete digitalisation of its
offerings to customers, a bank
statement said.

“E-Broking, an instant and
paper-less demat and trading
account opening is integrated
in the bank's mobile banking
application,” it said.

IndOASIS, the bank's
mobile banking application,
would offer customers, a seam-
less experience from demat
and trading account opening to
discounted broking services
backed by research based
investment in the secondary
market starting from equity,
futures, options, and initial
public offerings in a single
platform, it said.

“This is a key initiative in
line with our digitalisation
mission to provide all financial
products and services to our
customers in an affordable
manner under one roof,” the
bank's executive director,
Ashwani Kumar said.

“This will also help the
bank to increase its CASA
(current account, savings
account)...,” he said. The bank
said the initiative also enables
its customers to invest in the

ongoing LIC Initial Public
Offering seamlessly.

The product was launched
in association with the bank's
financial technology partner
Fisdom. 

“We are thrilled to partner
with Indian Bank to transform
the way its customers experi-
ence wealth management and
specifically digital broking
journey,” Fisdom co-founder
and CEO, Subramanya S V
said. PTI

Chennai: Go Fashion (India)
Ltd which owns the popular
women's wear brand 'Go
Colors' has recorded a 73.2 per
cent jump in its profit after tax
(PAT) for the quarter ending
March 31, 2022. The company
reaped Rs 12.3 crore.

The city-based company
registered a PAT of Rs 7.1
crore during the corresponding
quarter previous year.

For the financial year end-
ing March 31, 2022, the profit
after tax was at Rs 35.6 crore.

Total revenue during the
quarter under review grew to
Rs 116.2 crore from Rs 89.8
crore registered the same peri-
od last fiscal. 

The total revenue for the
year ending March 31, 2022
went up to Rs 401.3 crore
from Rs 250.7 crore registered
year ago.

Commenting on the
financial performance, the
company CEO Gautam Saraogi
said, “Our company has shown
great resilience in FY `22, and
we have come out stronger than
ever before. PTI
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New Delhi: Paper consump-
tion in India is likely to witness
6 to 7 per cent annual growth
and will reach 30 million
tonnes by FY 2026-27, largely
driven by emphasis on educa-
tion and literacy coupled with
growth in organised retail,
according to industry body
IPMA.

The paper Industry holds
immense potential for growth
in India as the per capita con-
sumption globally is one of the
lowest, the Indian Paper
Manufacturers Association
(IPMA) said in a statement.

“Around 15 per cent of the
world population stays in India
but consumes only 5 per cent
of the total paper produced in
the world,” the statement said.

The emphasis on education
and literacy coupled with
growth in organised retail and
demand for better quality paper
are the major drivers of 
growth.

Moreover, there has been
continued demand for quality
packaging of FMCG products,
pharmaceuticals, textiles,
organised retail, booming e-
commerce, and other seg-
ments, it said. PTI
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New Delhi: State-run SJVN Ltd
has bagged a 90 MW floating
solar project worth �585 crore
at Omkareshwar, in Madhya
Pradesh.

SJVN has bagged 90 MW
Floating Solar Project at the
rate of  �3.26/Unit on Build
Own and Operate basis in a
tender floated by REWA Ultra
Mega Solar Ltd (RUMSL),
Nand Lal Sharma, Chairman &

Managing Director, SJVN said
in a statement.

SJVN will develop this
project in the country's largest
f loating solar park at
Omkareshwar in Khandwa
District of Madhya 
Pradesh.

According to the state-
ment, the cost of developing
this project will be approxi-
mately �585 crore.

After commissioning, the
project will generate 219
Million Units in the first year
and 5,158 Million Units over a
period of 25 years.

The Power Purchase
Agreement will be signed
between RUMSL and SJVN for
25 years.

The project shall be com-
missioned within a period of 15
months from the date of sign-

ing of PPA.
“This is our largest float-

ing solar project bagged
through tariff-based competi-
tive bidding process. 

The commissioning of this
project is expected to reduce
2,52,737 tonnes of carbon
emission. SJVN is actively con-
tributing in turning India into
a net-zero carbon emission
nation by 2070,” Sharma 

said.
With a total portfolio of

31,000MW, SJVN now has 19
solar power projects of around
3.3 GW capacity under opera-
tion and different stages of
development. PTI
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�What was the inspiration behind writing
the book?
As a dancer, having learnt from great mae-
stros and have been a professional performer
on stage for more than 60 years, the existence
of Kathak villages came as a surprise. This

sparked off a curiosity to learn
more about it, the reason for its

name and the significance of
the name. Eventually it
became a research project for

each information led to a new
set of doors and information.
Finally, we shared our knowl-

edge with everyone through the
book Kathak Lok: Temples,

Traditions and History with a DVD
Kathak Lok of Kathak Villages based on

this research.

�Please share your experience of
writing the book.
This research has been a great learning expe-
rience for we came to know how the popular
narratives of today—narratives and mindsets
that we all have grown up to believe as true
and as historical truth are actually far
removed contrary to ground realities and
practice. We learnt about the ancient practice
of the Kathak Lok as recorded in ancient shas-
taras, gap between theorists and practice

especially when speaking of the term
Kathak, temple traditions and role of the

Kathaks (Kathak community), caste fac-
tors, kinds of patronage,  strict adher-

ence to primary sources and original
archival records to comprehend the

gaps between recorded archival history and
popular narratives and beliefs, etc. 

�What does the passing away of Pandit
Birju Maharaj means to you personally and
to the world of kathak?
To me, the death of Maharaj ji was like losing
a friend, a guru, an anchor and a great artiste
— an artiste, who had taken kathak to new
heights of aesthetics and excellence.

�Tell us about your bond and experience
with Pandit Birju Maharaj.
I started learning from Birju Maharaj ji in
1964 being one of his most early disciples.
Later from 1970, he started getting a whole
battery of disciples. So, in a way we all grew
and evolved together. For me, he was not only
a guru but also a great artiste who was
extremely versatile, innovative, creative, for-
ward looking while being completely ground-
ed in tradition, not wearing tradition like a
mill around his neck. In later years, he was a
great friend.

�Where do you think India stands when it
comes to classical dance?
India, in any terms, shines like a unique
brilliant star in the horizon of classical
dance. It is here that the classical dance
forms are considered to be bhakti yoga—
path to spirituality and worship; it is in this
sub-continent alone that our deities are also
revered as classical performing artistes. In
its delineation, it breathes the fragrance of
our Indian philosophy and practices of life
such as yoga. 

�What would you like to tell the next gener-
ation about kathak?
I think all generations present, next and all
generations to come in the future should know
of its rich kathak heritage, a heritage that goes
back to Samveda, a community of Brahmin
Temple Kathaks who sermonised with use of
mime and movements, whose practices find
reflection in the codifications of Natyashastra
and the Abhinaya Darpan, and that popular
narratives and mindsets are far removed from
actual ground realities. It is a form that
breathes the philosophy of our country.

�How did the pandemic affect dancers and
musicians? 
The world of classical performing arts, while
being badly hit in economic terms as most had
no source of livelihood, yet in the face of all
obstacles and challenges, their positivity and
creativity saw them learning new medium of
online, sharing their creativity with the rest of
the world sinking in the vortex of depression
and thus bringing moments of happiness and
joy in such lives. Many artistes if not all, inter-
connected with lives across the globe, teaching
online, holding seminars, discussions, and
performing too. But the question that needs to
be reflected upon is while receiving solace
from the creativity of performing artistes, how
many of the general public even spared them a
thought about what these artistes must be
going through. Isn’t it a pity that a country
where we revere our Gods and Goddesses as
performing artistes, the general public thinks
art and artistes are unimportant? I refer to the
survey of 2020.
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‘FOR ME, BIRJU MAHARAJ JI 
WAS NOT ONLY A GURU BUT
A GREAT ARTISTE TOO’
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Atraditional Lucknowi
outfit designed to
enhance the beauty of

the bride, ghararas come with
the fashion perks of being worn
by any lady, irrespective of
their body shape - whether they
are petite or curvy as the
ensemble can be styled as per
your liking and even modern
customizations of sarees and
suits. A gharara ropes in the
charm of the bygone era, mak-
ing us fall head-over-heels in
love with the ethnic wear and
encouraging us to move over
regular ethnic wear while ele-
vating our Indian style
wardrobe this wedding season
with a sultry spin. 

Currently in trend for their
edgy traditionalism and a mod-
ern contemporary feel, gharara
was traditionally worn by
women in the Indian subcon-
tinent and is now a viral fash-
ion fad in Pakistan and the
Hindi Belt of modern-day
India. They are a pair of
trousers that are narrow and
straight at the waist to the
knees and heavily flared or
wide-legged from below the
knees and up to the toes with
a thick lace hiding the joint
where the cloth is gathered or
ruched up to form the flare of
the pants.

Heavily embellished tra-
ditional gharara

Gharara is a new style
statement that one must have in
a wardrobe. This gharara is
heavily embellished with zar-
dosi, pearls, sequin and stones.
Gharara with heavy embroi-
dered straight kurti is taking its
elite position and getting clear
attention in being the essential
piece of a bride's main day. The
authentic dupatta is just a cher-
ry on a cake. This style gives
you the perfect royal bridal
look. Gharara with a little tail
in the back gives you a princess

feeling on your big day and is
perfect for your traditional
occasion.

Gharara with long kurti 
It is very trendy these days

and women have started don-
ning floor length or chatapati
gharara when attending wed-
ding rituals and special occa-
sions. Gharara paired with a
long kurti gives you the royal
bridal look if carrying a ghung-

hat or drape with it. This look
is a statement look that you can
opt for any of your special occa-
sions. The ghunghat drape can
be styled in many ways as it's
comfortable and you can play
with the drape according to your
imagination but comfy enough
for a wedding in summer.

Bridal nawabi gharara
The bridal nawabi gharara

uses antique embroidery or

chata patti embroidered
gharara. This bridal nawab suit
is designed in such a way where
the design is crafted on the
front, on the back as well as on
sleeves. This suit is designed
with a V-neckline and is intri-
cately detailed with antique
and chata patti design, giving it
the perfect bridal outfit vibes.
This gharara suit is one of the
most favourable suits when it

comes to occasions like mehen-
di, sangeet or even the main
wedding day.

Gharara with jacket
Modern gharara has a

tight tunic in comparison to
conventional ones and is plat-
ed more below the knee with
the joint. A gharara styled with
a jacket gives you a complete
model look. Simultaneously,
the embroidery on the jacket

and gharara gives you that rich
royal look which you can com-
fortably carry on all tradition-
al occasions. It slightly takes a
western effect and the look
makes you feel elegant and so
chic. Gharara and kurti in this
style are embellished with a lot
of zardosi, thread, pearl, sequin
and stone work. 
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Promising opener Yashasvi Jaiswal made a
dream comeback with a career-best 68 as

Rajasthan Royals well and truly remained in hunt
for a play-off berth beating Punjab Kings by six
wickets, which also happened to be their first while
chasing in this edition of IPL.

Drafted in place of Karun Nair, the 20-year-
old showed superb game awareness and picked
the gaps at ease in a 41-ball 68 (9x4, 2x6) to bril-
liantly set it up for the Rajasthan Royals in their
tall 190-run chase at the Wankhede which was
completed with two balls to spare.

With its first successful run-chase, Royals team
are now on 14 points from 11 matches in third
place and one more win will firmly put them in
contention for a a to-four finish.

The win also meant that the five-time cham-
pions Mumbai Indians became the first team to
be eliminated from the IPL-15 season.

The loss meant a big blow to Punjab playoff
hopes as they now have 10 points from 11 match-
es.

The young gun, who was retained among
the three players by the franchise, was playing
only in his fourth match this season, came into
his element after Orange Cap holder Jos Buttler
(30 off 16 balls; 5x4, 1x6) departed inside the pow-
erplay after a flying start.

Skipper Sanju Samson (23) was dismissed
cheaply and there was a sense of concern in the
Rajasthan camp when Jaiswal showed what he’s
capable of with his clean hitting all over the park.

He raced to his third IPL
fifty, first this season off just 33
balls, toying the Punjab attack
with ease.

Be it with his unorthodox
reverse sweep to Rahul Chahar
or lap-scoop off Rishi
Dhawan or the classical
drives, Jaiswal looked in
total control in a 37-ball
56-run partnership
with Devdutt
Padikkal.

Jaiswal finally
departed after mis-
cuing one to
Arshdeep Singh
giving a sigh of
relief to Punjab
but the equation
was then reduced

to an easy 49 off 35 balls.
There was a bit of drama towards the end after

tournament’s best death overs seamer Arshdeep
Singh (2/29) bowling a brilliant penultimate

over giving just three runs and taking the
wicket of Padikkal (31).

Needing eight runs from the last over,
Hetmyer struck a six to seal the chase with
two balls to spare.

It was in fact the experienced
legspinner Yuzvendra Chahal who

earlier brilliantly set it up for
Punjab bowling a tidy 4-0-28-3
which included 10 dot balls.

Chahal, who had just two
wickets from the last four match-

es, started to look threatening
again.

He dismissed the duo of
Mayank Agarwal (15) and their top run-

getter Jonny Bairstow (56 off 40 balls) off three
balls to derail them in the middle overs (10-15)

where they made just 34 runs and lost three wick-
ets. Earlier, Bairstow signalled his return to form
with a fine half-century before Jitesh Sharma’s
cameo propelled Punjab Kings to challenging
189/5. On a day when their leading run-getter
Shikhar Dhawan (12 from 16b) struggled to get
going, Bairstow looked effortless once he had set-
tled down and reached his first IPL fifty this sea-
son, eighth overall, in 34 balls.

Bairstow however failed to convert it into a
big one as Punjab lost three wickets for 30 runs
with current ‘Purple Cap’ holder Chahal denting
their progress with his triple-strike.
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Quinton de Kock laid the platform
with a commanding fifty and his
pacers then terrorised Kolkata

Knight Riders to record a crushing 75-
run victory for Licknow Super Giants
which put them on top of the table with
an IPL play-off berth being a formali-
ty now.

For last year's runners-up KKR,
eight points from 11 games with a
deflating negative run-rate now puts
them closer to the exit door with lack-
lustre performance and unimaginative
captaincy combining for what has
turned out to be a disastrous season so
far.

Invited to bat, De Kock slammed a
29-ball-50 but Lucknow almost frittered
away a solid start before some lusty hit-
ting in a 30-run penultimate over off
Shivam Mavi took them to 176 for 7. 

The LSG bowlers then raised to the
occasion to bundle out KKR for 101 in
14.3 overs, despite the heroics of Andre
Russell (45 off 19 balls) to gather two
crucial points and take their overall total
to 16 points in the IPL standing.

KKR remained at the 8th spot
after suffering their 7th loss in  11
games.

Defending 177, LSG left KKR tot-
tering at 25 for four with four bowlers
picking up their first wickets.

While Mohsin produced a wicket-
maiden to get rid of to Baba Indrajith,
Chameera sent back Shreyas Iyer after
rattling him with a short and quick
delivery.

It has now been an all too familiar
script for KKR skipper whose discom-
fort while facing quick bouncers is well-
documented and national coach Rahul
Dravid would only be worried with this
glaring technical deficiency.

Aaron Finch too perished as his
miscued pull was poached by de Kock
as KKR slipped to 23 for 3 in the first
six overs.

Nitish Rana was then cleaned up by

Avesh Khan with a yorker as KKR
looked down the barrels.

Russell then used his brute force to
hit Holder all across the park. One was
whacked at midwicket for a maximum,
the second one was slapped to deep,

while a flat-batted pull earned him
another six and the last one was a four
over short third.

After amassing 25 off the Holder
over, Russell produced another maxi-
mum off Ravi Bishnoi as KKR reached

64 for 4 in 10 overs.
He and Sunil Narine (22 off 12) pro-

duced a small partnership but once
Russell was out to Avesh Khan in the
13th over, it became a downward slide
for KKR as they folded in 14.3 overs.

Avesh and Holder returned with
three wickets each.

Earlier, De Kock, who was involved
in a terrible mix up with skipper KL
Rahul, who got a 'Diamond Duck' (out
for 0 without facing a ball), redeemed
himself with an innings studded with
four boundaries and three maximums.

He added 71 with Deepak Hooda
(41 off 27 balls) to give LSG a good start
after being invited to bat.

Hooda made up for the loss of
Rahul's with his back to-back bound-
aries over extra cover off Shivam Mavi
(1/50 in 4 overs), while De Kock too
joined in with a special treatment to
Tim Southee, clobbering him for two
fours and a six in the 3rd over.
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Haryana--- Hari + Yana
meaning the abode of
Hari/Vishnu--- is prove-
nance of the Bhagvad Gita
or the Song of God/the

divine song, the golden words of philos-
ophy uttered by Shri Krishna on the bat-
tle field of Kurukshetra. The Bhagvad
Gita occupies an exalted position in
India's culture and its philosophical
precepts have gained much acclaim
worldwide. In the text Kurukshetra is
described as Dharmakshetra,, the field
of righteousness and in a collection of
hymns of the Maitrayani Samhita,
Kurukshetra is first mentioned by name
as a place of divine sacrifices. In mythol-
ogy, the name Kurukshetra applies to a
circuit covering over 100 kilometres with
an abundance of holy places, temples and
tanks, connected with ancient Indian tra-
ditions.

Literary tradition speaks of
Kurukshetra not merely as a single
place or site, but rather as a sacred and
religious landscape extending beyond the
present city. This long held association
with the Epic and Vishnu worship is not
merely a myth. Archaeological and
inscriptional material from Pehowa,
Thanesar, Rohtak and Gujjar Kheri have
unveiled a vast, ancient and rich religious
landscape.

A journey from Delhi to
Kurukshetra and thence Chandigarh
reveals numerous sites of ancient Hindu
temples and remains. In the context of
Hindu remains, the most well-known site
is Surajkund, a 10th century CE stepped
water tank, the banks of which once had
a temple dedicated to Surya.
Undoubtedly, it would seem that many
other temples must have existed in
Haryana, clues to which are found in
archaeology and inscriptions.

The historical village of Gurawara,
is located about 50 kilometres from
Gurgaon and 8 kilometres north east of
Jhajjhar. A votive stone temple of Vishnu
from Gurawara was built in 897 CE and
images of Sheshashayi Vishnu (Vishnu
lying on snake), Parvati, Ganesha,
Mahisasurmardini and pillar fragments
of 10th to 12th century CE speak of a
temple lost in time.

From Jhajjar, at a short distance of
about 45 kilometres, is the well-known
town of Rohtak, or ancient Khokhrakot.
The archaeological remains from
Khokhrakot show a developed township
from 1000 BCE to Gupta period. Coins
of the Yaudheyas (a Republic that finds
mention in Panini’s Ashtadhyayi of 6th
/5th century BCE), moulds and evi-
dences of mints were discovered at the
site of Garhi Majra. Recovered during
excavations were an image of Kubera and
a terracotta female figurine of 2nd to 4th
century CE. A ruined brick temple of 4th

to 6th century CE was excavated and a
votive red stone Hindu temple of the 11th
century CE was reported.

Travelling ahead on Highway 9, the
next site with clues to temples of an
ancient past is Hansi. The inventory of
sculptural remains from various locations
firmly establish that Hansi did once have
a temple. The earliest dated image is of
Narasimha of the 7th century CE and
two images of Mahishasurmardini (7th
to 9th century CE). Other Hindu deities
recovered and reported include Vishnu,
Nar Varaha (Varaha in male form), six
images of Surya and Ganesha (10th cen-
tury CE). The Digambar Jain temple has
two images of 10th /11th century and
12th /13th century CE. All this points to
Hansi’s past as a religious establishment,
covering a span of almost 400 years.

Further ahead at a distance of about
50 kilometres along the same Highway
is the town of Agroha, steeped in histor-
ical significance. The archaeological site
is situated about 1.5 kilometres away
from the present town. According to tra-
dition, Raja Agra, later named as Agrasen
of Agrawal community, used to live here.
The  remains of the Fort on the top of
the mound are connected with his resi-
dence. The excavations revealed a settle-
ment dating from circa 4th century BCE
to 14th century CE, and more important-
ly, remains of a Buddhist stupa and a
Hindu temples. The site had two temples
which existed from the 4th century CE
to the 11th century CE. Terracotta seal-
ings (small clay seals) with Sri Narayana
Deva inscribed (3rd /4th century CE)
seem to suggest that the temples had a
Vaishnavite affiliation. This is the only
site with early evidence of musical notes
- ni, dha, pa, ma, ga, re, sa- being
inscribed on a terracotta clay tablet (9th
century CE).  

From Agroha, one continues on
Highway 10 till Barwala, then taking
Highway 52 to Badowala. From
Badowala, Highway 152 leads to Kalayat.
Upon reaching Kalayat, one is amazed at
the beauty of the only surviving brick
temple of the Gurajara Pratihara period,
8th /9th century CE.  Located on the
banks of a sacred water tank, the tem-
ple and its environs transports one into
the  realm of peace and calm.  The lay-
out of the temples indicates a
Panchayatana scheme, a central temple
surrounded by four smaller shrines. Of
these , only two have survived-- one in
its original form, and the reconstructed.
The name Kalayat is believed to have its
origin in the word “Kapilayatana”, or the
home/ base of Kapila Muni.  

Further ahead en route is the site of
Pehowa, on the banks of mythical and
revered Sarasvati River. Pehowa is of spe-
cial interest as it is here that inscriptions
speak of three temples dedicated to

Vishnu and his Avataras. The inscription
of the time of Mahendrapala, 895-905
CE, mentions a horse fair at Pehowa, vis-
ited by numerous horse dealers from var-
ious localities, and records the construc-
tion of a triple temple to Vishnu by three
brothers. It further records the collection
of a voluntary tax from each trader for
the purpose of maintenance of these
Vishnu temples. From a mound stone
sculptures depicting scenes from the
Ramayana and the Mahabharata and
remains of  an ancient temple plinth were
reported. The structural remnants of ear-
lier temples, such as pillars, have been
reused in the relatively modern temple
structures of Garibnath Temple and
Saraswati Temple at Pehowa.

The sacred site of Kurukshetra is just
25 kilometres from Pehowa, and rem-
nants of its past have been recovered
from the area of Thanesar located on the
outskirts of Kurukshetra. The city was
earlier known as Thaneshwar and at
times Sthaneshwar. It is believed that at
the Sthaneshwar Mahadev Temple, the
Pandavas prayed to Lord Shiva  for vic-
tory in the battle of the Mahabharata.
The ancient site of Thanesar has a long
period of occupation covering almost
2000 years, beginning from the 1st cen-
tury CE. Thanesar finds mention in
Banabhatta’s Harshacarita (The Deeds of
Harsha), a historical poetic work of the
7th century CE. The city was also visit-
ed by the Chinese traveller Xuanzang in
634 CE. The excavated mound of Harsh
ka tila brought to light Hindu and Jaina
sculptures, dating from the 6th to 12th
century CE. An inscription from the
South East Asian country of Laos (sec-
ond half of the 5h century CE) establish-
es the fact that the fame of Kurukshetra
had spread beyond India.  The inscrip-
tion of Maharajadhiraja Sri Devanika,
compares the king to Yudhishthira,
Indra, Dhananjay and Indradyunna, it
eulogizes the merits of Kurukshetra
and records that the king planned to
establish a new Kurukshetra in Laos.  

Travelling northwards from
Kurukshetra on NH 44 towards Kalka,
the well-known Pinjore Garden is just
5 kilometres before Kalka. The 17th cen-
tury Mughal style garden is located in
the foothills of Himalayas and was built
by Nawab Fidai Khan during the reign
of Aurangzeb (1658-1707). The garden
was renamed to ‘Yadavindra Garden’ in
the memory of Maharaja Yadavindra
Singh of the princely state of Patiala who
restored it to its former glory. In the
vicinity of Pinjore garden are the ves-
tiges of a glorious temple. The Bhima
Devi Temple Complex, also called the
Khajuraho of North India, consisting of
the restored ruins of an ancient Hindu
temple dated between 9th and 11th cen-
tury CE. The inventory of Hindu sculp-
tures includes those of Shiva, Shakti,
Parvati, Chamunda, Uma Maheshvara,
Nandi, Karttikeya, a fragmentary
Varaha, colossal images of Ganesha,
Vishnu (fragmentary), and Surya (frag-
mentary) and also 19 Jain images.

Another site that deserves mention
is Kheri Gujjar , which is located south
of Kurukshetra along Highway 44 head-
ing towards Panipat and Delhi and 10
kilometres before Murthal. Excavations
at an old archaeological mound at
Kheri Gujjar brought to light numerous
sculptures, including three stone panel
sculptures depicting scenes from the
Krishan Leela. The first image is
believed to be of Lord Krishna in a
standing posture, whereas the second is
a representation of the episode of
Kaliya Daman,  and the third shows
Krishna as Murli Manohar. A Shiva
linga from the site is of 5th century CE
and the early medieval images include
sculptures of Vishnu, Uma-
Maheshwara, Karttikeya,
Mahishasurmardini, Surya, Ganesh,
Brahma, Ganga and Yamuna, Nandi and
Karttikeya. The masterpiece is a buff
sandstone image of Karttikeya with six
faces of the 9th century CE. Pillars,
architectural pieces and even sculptures
of an earlier religious structure have
been reused in comparatively new tem-
ples.

These sites are just a glimpse of the
rich heritage of Haryana which includes
numerous other locations with vestiges
of Hindu sculptural remains from the
past. The terracotta plaque from Sugh,
located in the village of Amadalpur
Dayalgarh, Yamunanagar district,
speaks of Haryana’s rich artistic and lit-
erary heritage. The plaque of 2nd cen-
tury BCE, now housed in the National
Museum at New Delhi, depicts a child
seated comfortably on the floor and
holding a Takhti in his hands, attempt-
ing to write the alphabets in Brahmi
script,  and on the tablet is visible what
is colloquially known as the Barakhadi.  

The writer is a research scholar,
worked as Project Associate and

recipient of  Devangana Desai Senior
Fellowship CSMVS Mumbai. She  has

also co-authored two book
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Last month, the World Health
Organisation (WHO) flagged
concerns that anxiety and depres-

sion have increased more than 25 per
cent since the onset of the Covid-19 cri-
sis. Young people and women are the
worst hit.

The global health agency also
pointed out that concerns about poten-
tial increases in mental health condi-
tions has already prompted 90 per cent
of countries to include mental health
and psychosocial support in their
Covid-19 response plans, though
major gaps and concerns still remain.

India on its part has launched tele-
services in the healthcare sector to help
affected people deal with mental health
disorders. But just depending on the
tele-services to sort out mental health
problems is not enough. For, India is
already burdened with huge mental
health issues so much so that in 2017,
President Ram Nath Kovind asserted
that the country is “facing a possible
mental health epidemic” and much
more needs to be done. This includes
prevention services for all, early iden-
tification and intervention for those at
risk which need more number of pro-
fessionals in the sector; and access to
integrated care and treatment for
those who need it to ensure their holis-
tic treatment.

Reports say that one in 5 adults will
be diagnosed with mental illness or dis-
order. We all know that mental health

is a critical component of overall well-
ness. There is no denying the fact that
intervening effectively during early
stages of any disease can save lives; and
that’s true for people living with men-
tal health conditions also.

However, in countries like India
the mental health issues continue to be
mired in stigma and fear of ostraciza-
tion. Moreover, treatment is considered
to be too expensive and a lengthy
process in view of shortage of profes-
sionals.

In actuality, it is yet to be reached
to the point of acceptance. So, when
celebrities like Deepika Padukone,
Anushka Sharma and Hrithik Roshan
share their stories of struggles about
seeking help to deal with mental
health issues, the message is sent far
and wide that ‘you are not alone’ in
seeking help from a mental health pro-
fessional. Usually, when people’s role
models are willing to talk about their
struggles, their followers feel like there
is no abnormality in having mental
issues.

As a result, what can be treated in
time, the gap worsens the disease. So
much so that at times it becomes
chronic, requiring lifelong manage-
ment.

Shubhrata Prakash, an Indian
Revenue Services officer who has
penned down her journey of depres-
sion in the book ‘The D Word’, tells you

that she had been trying to dignify
mental disorders. “For someone hav-
ing anxiety disorder, you will never
know the battle they are fighting with
themselves. These psychosocial inabil-
ities exist. People having it must keep
their dignity and talk about it and sen-
sitize people around,” she says. And
that’s what she has been doing very sen-
sitively.

Many factors contribute to men-
tal health problems such as biologi-
cal factors like genes, physical illness,
injury, or brain chemistry. Others are
Life experiences, such as trauma or a
history of abuse. However, contrary
to general perception, people with
mental health problems can get bet-
ter and many of them recover com-
pletely if detected early and given
timely and adequate treatment, says
Dr Smita Deshpande, former head of
the Centre of Excellence in Mental
Health, ABVIMS- Dr RML Hospital,
Delhi.

It is important to understand why
we suffer from psychological disorders,

she asks. “... like a nuclear family where
there is no one to share our issues with,
too much professional workload, com-
petition in every sphere of life to per-
form better than others, and a high
expectation level from parents. All are
taking a toll on our mental health,” Dr
Deshpande explains.

Doing his bit, wrestler and moti-
vational speaker Sangram Singh is soon
planning to launch a programme to
highlight the stigmas associated with
mental illness and substance use dis-
order. “Wherever I go to interact with
youngsters, I am often asked about how
to attain physical fitness goals. But, I
often tell them that more than physi-
cal fitness, they should aim at mental
health, growth and discipline.

“Being healthy is more important
than being fit. Youth are going through
lots of mental health issues. We should
encourage them to talk about it, dis-
cuss it. It is high time we should address
mental health issues among youngsters
and encourage them to aim for over-
all health,” he says matter-of-factly.

Life's Simple 7 is defined by the American Heart Association
as the 7 risk factors that people can improve through lifestyle
changes to help achieve ideal cardiovascular health.
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High blood pressure is a major risk factor for heart dis-

ease and stroke. When your blood pressure stays within healthy
ranges, you reduce the strain on your heart, arteries, and kid-
neys which keeps you healthier longer.
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High cholesterol contributes to plaque, which can clog

arteries and lead to heart disease and stroke. When you con-
trol your cholesterol, you are giving your arteries their best
chance to remain clear of blockages.
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Most of the food we eat is turned into glucose (or blood

sugar) that our bodies use for energy. Over time, high levels
of blood sugar can damage your heart, kidneys, eyes and
nerves.
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Living an active life is one of the most rewarding gifts you

can give yourself and those you love. Simply put, daily phys-
ical activity increases your length and quality of life.
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A healthy diet is one of your best weapons for fighting car-

diovascular disease. When you eat a heart-healthy diet, you
improve your chances for feeling good and staying healthy –
for life!
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When you shed extra fat and unnecessary pounds, you

reduce the burden on your heart, lungs, blood vessels and skele-
ton. You give yourself the gift of active living, you lower your
blood pressure and you help yourself feel better, too.
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Cigarette smokers have a higher risk of developing car-

diovascular disease. If you smoke, quitting is the best thing
you can do for your health.

Yoga is considered to be
very effective for asthma

patients as it opens the lungs
and helps them to breathe bet-
ter. However, not all asanas are
meant for asthma patients. 

Dr. Ishwar V Basavaraddi,
Director,  Morarji  Desai
National Institute of Yoga
(MDNIY), Delhi says that
detoxification kriyas like kun-
jal, jalneti and kapal Bhanti are
very important for asthametic
patienst and should be done
before sunrise for best results.
He also cautions that all kriyas
and yoga asanas should be
done under the guidance of a
certif ied yoga trainer.
According to Basaavaraddi best
yoga asanas to manage the res-
piratory disease are:

Nadi Shodhan pranaya-
ma (Alternate Nostri l
Breathing technique)/Kapal
Bhati/Ardha Matsyendrasana
(Sitting Half Spinal Twist)/
Pavanamuktasana (Wind
Relieving Pose)/Setu
Bandhasana (Bridge Pose)/
Bhujangasana (Cobra Pose)/
Adho Muk ha Svanasana
(Downward-Facing Dog
P o s e ) / B a d h a k o n a s a n a
(Butterf ly Pose)/
Poorvottanasana (Upward
Plank Pose)/Shavasana
(Corpse Pose)
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● Coughing that is constant, is

intermittent or seems linked
to physical activity

● Wheezing or whistling sounds
when your child breathes out

● Shortness of breath or rapid
breathing. 

● Repeated episodes of suspect-
ed bronchitis or pneumonia

.�33�8��1�22�1���<�����3�
*Weather change/*

Exposure to dust, tree or grass
pollen/* Exposure to strong
smells such as perfumes and
odours/ * Exposure to smoke,
or occupational  dust *
Exposure to certain class of
drugs eg. aspirin, NSAIDs
(non-steroidal anti-inflamma-
tor y drugs) Ibuprofen,
Diclofenac, blood pressure
medicines (Beta blockers)/ *
Stress/ * Non-compliance with
treatment/ * Alcohol, cigarette
or drug abuse /* Employment
or income problems leading to
non-compliance /* Viral infec-
tions/ * People who have exer-
cise induced asthma, will have
symptoms aggravated during
exercise. 
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Dr Naval Kishore Vikram, a leading Endocrinologist
and Professor at the Department of Medicine of the
All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS),

Delhi, takes time out from his busy professional sched-
ules to cater to his passion for playing badminton.

He says it keeps him “calm, clear and focused.” It is
incredible to see how Dr Vikram finds time for playing
badminton given his hectic schedule amidst patients while
also teaching students.

It all depends on perspective, he reasons. “I make sure
to play every alternate day. Unlike in many sports like crick-
et, you don’t need many players in badminton and, in
AIIMS we are lucky to have an indoor court too.”

The doctor enlists the benefits of playing badminton.
It is a total body workout, improves your mental wellbe-
ing, heart health, reduces health risks and so many other
ailments, the doctor tells you, asserting that he  never miss-
es out on his practice on the badminton court.

Talking about how sports boost one's health, the senior
doctor gave an instance of a Parkinson’s patient, a DU pro-
fessor Pramesh Ratnakar, who had been managing well
with his neurodegenerative disease because of his passion
for several games like squash,  badminton and tennis.

Dr Vikram happened to play badminton with
Ratnakar at an event last month to mark the Parkinson’s
Day  at  AIIMS here. “Ratnakar gave a good fight despite
being afflicted with the neuro-degenerative disease that
primarily affects movement due to the loss of specific brain
cells. He has coped well with his condition due to his
engagement in various games.

“I advise my patients to take up any physical activity
or sports to stay in good stead. There is no substitute to
good health,” says Dr Vikram, who has well-known author-
ity on metabolic disorders with special emphasis on insulin
resistance and obesity.

Father of two children, Dr Vikram is a first genera-
tion doctor in his family. His wife, Dr Sujata Sharma, a
professor at the Department of Biophysics of the AIIMS,
also dons multiple hats: she's a writer and a dancer. 

(Medicos may write to us at healthp100@gmail.com)
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BEYOND THE STETHOSCOPE
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India is home to around 34.3 mil-
lion asthmatics, that is 12.9 per cent
of the global 262 million cases.

According to the latest data from the
Global Burden of Diseases (GBD)
study in 2019, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and
Odisha are among the top three with
the highest number of asthmatics.

Asthma is a serious, chronic dis-
ease that causes the airways in the
lungs to become swollen or inflamed
and over-reactive to triggers like
pollen, dust or smoke. Severe asthma
requires inhaled medications, con-
troller medications, and oftentimes
oral corticosteroids, and, if ignored can
take a significant toll on people living
with this disease.

Prof (Dr) GC Khilnani,
Chairman, PSRI Institute of
Pulmonary, Critical care & Sleep
Medicine and member, technical
advisory Group of WHO Global Air
Pollution and Health, says that asth-
ma is a health issue that largely goes
undiagnosed. The patients have
episodic cough, chest tightness,
breathlessness and wheezing (a
whistling sound from the chest).
“These issues can usually be treated
with the help of inhalers or with cough
syrups, warm water, antibiotics or
other home remedies. In young chil-
dren and infants, it is seen as frequent
cough and rapid breathing. Fever is
not a symptom of asthma. Diagnosis

of asthma is carried out by doing
spirometry, where a patient blows into
a machine that measures the calibre
of the airways.”

Doctors say that by reducing lev-
els of atmospheric pollution, India can
cut down the burden of the disease
caused by asthma. They add that the
overall framework for managing asth-
ma requires considerable attention to
environmental exposures (indoor and
outdoor) and control practices.

Dr. Ravi Shekhar Jha, Director,
PulmonologyFortis Escorts Faridabad
notes, “asthma is mostly an allergic
disease, which has multiple triggers.
Most of the time, asthma is triggered
by dust, smoke and pollution. Those
who have hypersensitivity of airways
can experience worsening of symp-
toms when they come in contact with
such irritants. Therefore, the best
thing one can do to prevent asthma
attacks is to reduce their exposure to
these irritants.”

Must remember, smoking is one
of the commonest irritants. Another
important thing we should keep in
mind is that if prescribed, we must
take inhalers. Inhalers have no addic-
tion and it is one such thing which can
stop the progression of the disease.

According to Dr Ambuj Roy,
professor of Cardiology at AIIMS,
elderly people, patients with lung
and heart problems, Covid-recov-

ered patients and pregnant women are
most susceptible to issues arising out
of the polluted air.
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The best way to prevent asthma

attacks are to identify the possible trig-
gers so that you can avoid or minimise
exposure to those. You must take your
medications as prescribed. Your doctor
prescribes medications known as asth-
ma preventers such as inhaled corticos-
teroids. Track your asthma and recog-
nise early signs that it may be getting
worse, and you can have an action plan
from your doctor to know what to do
when your asthma is getting worse.

At the same time, Dr. Sandeep
Nayar, Senior Director & HOD , Chest
& Respiratory Diseases, Max Hospital
echoes similar views.  “Asthma patients
shouldn’t discontinue inhaler therapy.
“Inhalers play an advantageous role
compared to tablets or injections in asth-
ma therapy. And it is my sincere advice
to patients that under no circum-
stances they should not stop taking
inhalers, until the doctors have pre-
scribed to do so. 

“Even for pregnant women, who
worry about how the changes of preg-
nancy will affect their asthma, inhalers
therapy is most successful when a
woman receives regular medical care
and follows her treatment plan closely.”

�����
��
����*

��
����	���
�������<
�����
���
8������
�	����	�2
���
�,
���
���<
�����
��
�	����	��
�*
�8��<
��)�
���
����8����2
�����
���
��+�
�*��	�������+��*

�,
��	��*�
���
�S��	�����
��	������
�,
�*����
����
���*
���
��
�������
����
�8��
�		������



��
���
����:�
�

������		
��	���%�������>� ?"??

"4B�4-���4$B$4

�������1�;�

���������.�?��
��9�3�82��
8�2��3�1��<�1
���82����1�����8��
�8����2�9�1:�1����8�"
.��8��3�;�<�8��������
��<<�9��������9���?�
����B�B�:�1�9�8�
21�,���1��������<�1
�����;��1��*������
3��8��8�89���<
.�?���<�1�1�����8
���82������;�8�����
�:9�3�82���1�;
.�821����3�;�������
��<<�9����<�1�C����8�
�������1�9��1���1�
,����82�<�1���9��89��
.�1���8�;"����1�
,�����8�������8;
�:�8�1�������8
�2��8������
�����1���:"��������
�?�1521����1�9�8�1��
�?�1�����:�1�;��8�
�����1���:�3�;
���,�;���9��8�

DD3$��$B4���4-B41

�89�����8��<�:�1�������>����>����8"��<2��8����8��8����:����8���)��������9�1��;��8������?��<1�3�,�1>�D��,�82��������21�,�82���:�8��89��
�<�������9��8�1�����8�.��8��D�,����������3�E�1�9������<�9�89�18�<�1��8���"�<�1���1�������82���8���8���8�������1���2�9�8��2����1����

<�=
�>��	�?�
��"��
������*=�
(�""
������"��������	��

Speaking at the Boao Forum
at a time of geopolitical

turmoil across Asia and
Europe, Chinese President Xi
Jinping’s speech titled “Rising
to challenges and building a
bright future through 
cooperation” has brought to
centre-stage yet again his goal
of building a “community with
a shared future for mankind”.
Such a vision, adorned with
“Chinese characteristics”, has
built itself as a counter to the
US-centric pax-Americana
world order, vying for replace-
ment with a pax-Sinica driven
Peking model of governance. In
the latest attempt at exporting
the Chinese governance model,
Xi’s Boao Forum keynote
address has seen the ideation of
the notion of building an “indi-
visible security community”
via proposing Global Security
Initiative (GSI). 

Ambiguously described as
a “vision of common, compre-
hensive, cooperative and sus-
tainable security”, the GSI
ideation is an attempt to
counter the efforts of democ-
ratic like-minded countries in
the Indo-Pacific which China
has long heralded as misguid-
ed under “Cold War mentali-
ty” and “bloc confrontation”
politics. By opposing “the wan-
ton use of unilateral sanctions

and long-arm jurisdiction” 
referencing Western sanctions
against both China and Russia,
and embracing “a global gov-
ernance philosophy”, the GSI’s
rhetoric despite its flamboyant
description spells imminent
trouble for India and her 
partners.

Xi’s speech gave little infor-
mation on what the GSI would
essentially look like; whether it
would follow a Quad like
model of engagement or be
more framed as a Chinese ver-
sion of a security alliance is to
be seen. As China’s fears of an
“Asian NATO” grow — first
anticipated by them as early as
2003 — Xi’s goal via the GSI is
to present an image of uphold-
ing “true multilateralism”.
However, for India, the fresh-
ly invoked “principle of indi-
visible security”, which the GSI
despite all its talks about build-
ing a balanced security archi-
tecture is focused on, is a cause
for concern. 

A concept with its root in
Europe, starting with the 1975
Helsinki Act, “indivisible secu-
rity” essentially means that
security is a collective concept
and if actions by one state
threaten the security of anoth-
er, it marks a breach of indi-
visible security. Hence, no state
should be able to make itself

stronger at the expense of
another. Importantly, it is a
term most frequently used by
Russia while opposing NATO’s
expansion. The same also plays
in tune with China’s favoured
diplo-speak while opposing
concepts that look to derail its
own unilateral rise, with
AUKUS being an “arms race”
starter; Quad being a “Cold
War mentality” bloc; and
actions by India to build its
own comprehensive national
power being intrinsically “uni-
lateral” in nature.

In rather hypocritical
rhetoric for any Indian analyst,

Xi spoke of opposing “the pur-
suit of one’s own security at the
cost of others’ security” while
arguing for swift and peaceful
resolution of disputes via 
dialogue. 

In a post-Galwan security
scenario — wherein disen-
gagement talks have now
entered their 15th round amid
China’s categorical refusal to
back down from key friction
points like Depsang, Demchok
and Hot Springs on the Indian
side of disputed boundary —
India’s vision of China as a rev-
olutionary revisionist power
has grown. Without officially

terming it so, Indian foreign
policy has certainly accepted
that China’s peaceful rise seems
to be all but over. 

By evoking “indivisible
security”, Beijing hopes to
makes actions taken in defence
of its own national interests
appear more legitimate. Under
an “indivisible security” ban-
ner, claiming the moral high
ground amid retaliation in
sensitive areas along the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) with
India or in the South China Sea
or Taiwan becomes more
implementable. For India, the
concept stays much in line
with recent Chinese legislative
attempts at justifying its uni-
lateral actions that threaten
Delhi’s own sovereignty ;
between the New Coast Guard
Law and the new Land Border
Law, Chinese actions have been
anything but opposed to build-
ing Chinese “national security
on the basis of insecurity in
other countries”.

Ultimately, disguised under
a banner of global security and
protected by its loosely word-
ed vision, GSI emerges as a
venture that no one could
potentially object to as it seeks
to build a “common, 
comprehensive, cooperative
and sustainable” security 
architecture. Nonetheless,

behind its ostensible notion of
hope, GSI shows that Xi is keen
to regain control of the Asian
security narrative that he seems
to have been losing for the past
five years. At this juncture, with
examples like Sri Lanka with
respect to the Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) standing tall,
the international world order
has become well-versed with
Chinese larger-than-life ven-
tures turning into tools for
imbalanced geo-economic
power growth in favour of
Beijing. Importantly, India
must note that the GSI is more
intended for Chinese domestic
audiences as well, especially as
Xi feels the need to retake con-
trol of his “strongman polity”
image ahead of the upcoming
National Party Congress where
he is vying for an unprece-
dented third term in office.

While envisioning a 
multipolar world with China as
a leading player, Xi wants to
make Beijing a leading player
in setting global standards
across sectors ranging from
economy to technology to
security. Aligned with his wolf-
warrior style diplomats, the
goal for Xi via GSI would be to
bring into the fold smaller
developing countries — as
attempted with BRI — with
premise of building a uniform

security system that guarantees
them respite in economic,
political and defence related
turmoil. By touting GSI as
opposing “exclusiveness” and
“clique” style politics — often
ascribed by China to the Quad
—  China’s security leadership
ambitions are unravelling via
the GSI, coupled with ventures
like its Himalayan Quad. 

Inclusion of parties like
Pakistan, Afghanistan and
Nepal into a GSI framework —
possibly owing to the growing
dependence of these countries
on China — would be a major
cause of concern for India, fur-
ther building tensions in its
strategic neighbourhood.
Moreover, building of a very
active maritime militarist tan-
gent of the at present abstract
GSI, details of which have not
been released in public, could
be a possibility with China led
naval exercises in the Indian
Ocean Region (IOR). Such a
trajectory would shadow the
Quad, which with the inclusion
of Australia in Malabar 
upgraded the same to a naval
exercise with all four members.

(The writer is head of
Research and Operations
Director at the Organisation for
Research on China and Asia,
New Delhi) 

The road ahead for Chinese
President Xi Jinping is chal-

lenging as Beijing’s “zero
Covid” approach is encoun-
tering mounting challenges
and Shanghai is experiencing
the worst of the coronavirus
crises ever in the country since
the onset of the pandemic in
2020.

There are credible reasons
behind Xi’s constant concern
about the health emergency in
Shanghai at a time when
almost the whole world has
recovered from the pandemic.
In fact, by leaps and bounds,
the most powerful business
capitals of the world such as
New York, Tokyo, London,
Frankfurt, Hong Kong,
Singapore, etc, are back to
normal business. 

But China, which has been
constantly facing the wrath of
the West, is seriously under
strain as there is no let-up in
Covid-19 severity in its pow-
erhouse called Shanghai.

Why is the Shanghai
Covid-19 breakout critical for
the global economy? With the
Covid-19 becoming a night-
mare for Shanghai residents
and big corporations, China
may find it too difficult to
achieve its 5.5 per cent growth
rate set for this year.

This year-end, Xi’s grip
over the Communist Party of
China is heading for a crucial
leadership reshuffle. Xi’s high-
ly ambitious political agenda is
constantly getting unmasked.
Behind his steely facade, some
China observers opine that
confidence over the all-pow-
erful Xi is gradually ebbing. As
he is inching towards his third
term by early next year, he has
been tightening control over
the party, military and the
government.

Today, China’s worst
Covid-19 disaster has come
under control. But nearly a
month-long lockdown was too
harrowing and punishing for
the city. But Beijing’s
Communists have vowed to
stand by their so-called “Zero
Covid Strategy” despite having
mounting business losses in the
financial hub. The number of
new infections has come down
since April 22 but city officials,
including the Vice-Mayor Wu
Qing, have come out in public
to announce that “currently our
city’s epidemic prevention and
control situation is steadily
improving, and the epidemic

has come under effective con-
trol”.

For now, community trans-
mission has been curbed. But
health experts are sounding a
note of caution saying there is
a chance of rebound. Therefore,
it would be difficult to relax the
restrictions altogether.

Finally, it can be said Xi is
facing the test of time. At the
moment, global power calculus
is also seriously disturbed by
the ongoing Ukraine war. And
China has a big stake in the
devastating conflict as Xi has
directly backed Russia against
the severe sanctions imposed
by the western nations over
Moscow. Putin is heavily rely-
ing on India and China.
Against the backdrop of all the
NATO and the EU allies
marching against Russia, lend-
ing support to a war monger
like Putin might cost serious-
ly to both Delhi and Beijing in

the aftermath of the war. 
China for long was expect-

ing a stiff resistance to the glob-
al liberal order spearheaded by
the US since the end of the
Second World War. Hence, Xi
is undoubtedly happy, but he
should not expect that Putin
will act as a junior partner in
a China-led future global order.
Neither India will accept an
Asian or world order led by
China in anytime in future. 

Having been embroiled in
a protracted border conflict in
Eastern Ladakh and over the
historic McMahon Line in
North-East, it would be really
difficult for Delhi to meet
Beijing in a normal bilateral
meet. These all are complicat-
ing Xi’s manoeuvring space at
home, in the neighbourhood
and at the global stage.

Hence, the maintenance
of Covid-19 fortress in
Shanghai beyond the upcom-

ing Party Congress may be too
difficult for him. And his
detractors are waiting for a
chance. Certainly, there would
not be any open rebellion
against his leadership. But his
ever-greater control over the
party and leadership may slow-
ly decline. This will seriously
hamper his grand plan to
remain the permanent
President of China.

Shanghai’s importance is
ever-growing since the estab-
lishment of the People’s
Republic of China (PRC) in
October 1949. Started as a
fishing village in the 11th cen-
tury, the city has become the
most powerful financial hub of
China. It is also known as the
“Magic City” in China. By the
1800s, it became the largest city
of the country. And most
importantly, Shanghai gradu-
ally came to the limelight for
growing cotton by the mid-

18th century. Through the 90s,
the city witnessed a steady
economic growth between 9
per cent and 15 per cent.

Again, Shanghai holds the
key to administration in China.
It is a provincial administrative
region of the PRC. 

It is very close to the heart
of the Communist Party of
China as it was the birthplace
of the party. It is situated in the
west coast of the Pacific Ocean,
the east coast of the Asian con-
tinent, at the front edge of the
Yangtze River delta, and exact-
ly at the middle of the country’s
north-south coastline. Apart
from its alluvial soil, it has the
advantage of having a sub-
tropical monsoon climate, very
mild and humid with four dis-
tinct seasons throughout the
year. Besides, Shanghai receives
sufficient sunshine and abun-
dant rainfall. It has all the

power because of its geographic
location.

Economically, Shanghai is
the centre point of China. It’s
the world’s third most popu-
lous city behind Tokyo and
New Delhi. Today it is an
international financial centre.
And since the coming of Hu
Jintao to power in 2002, the
Chinese Government has been
making consistent efforts to
make Shanghai a global busi-
ness hub, competing with
London and New York. With
Xi, these efforts have been
doubled so as to bring China to
the economic powerhouse of
the planet. Furthermore, the
Shanghai Stock Exchange
directly governed by China
Security Regulatory
Commission is today consid-
ered the country’s most pre-
eminent market for stocks in
regard to turnover.

Today, Covid-19 menace in

Shanghai is pushing Xi to
another struggle both within
and outside China. These days
people have witnessed growing
quiet reprisals and rising tide
of criticism against Xi in the
party. The man who has so far
been termed as the most pow-
erful “Paramount Leader” only
after Chairman Mao Zedong
and Deng Xiaoping is facing an
uphill task this year. Mao being
the founder of the People’s
Republic of China (PRC) con-
tinued unchallenged as the
Chairman till his death in
September 1976. Then after a
brief lull of uncertainty of Hua
Guofeng’s tenure from 1976-78,
Deng took over the leadership
of China. Deng became the
father of modern China by
opening the country to a mar-
ket economy while safeguard-
ing the unique nature of the
Chinese political system. 

He ruled China from 1978
to 1992, solidifying the
Communist Party of China
(CPC), its leadership and
China’s influence in the glob-
al governance system.
Interestingly, he made a change
in the Chinese Constitution
that no single individual can
continue in power beyond two
terms i.e. 10 years as he strong-
ly propagated the concept of
collective leadership to keep at
bay any chance of “Cult
Leadership” tendency the way
Mao preached and practised.

The Shanghai Covid-19
crisis is testing Xi’s patience and
leadership. Its more than 25
million people are mostly
trapped at home. In March this
year, he renewed his threat to
punish any cadre who fail in
their fight against Covid-19
spread in Shanghai. This clear-
ly shows how serious he is over
the issue as the country’s most
crucial financial hub is wit-
nessing an unprecedented
growth of Covid-19 cases.
Indeed, he is in a bind over
who to blame and hold respon-
sible for the mess in Shanghai.

(Dr Makhan Saikia has
taught political science and
international relations for over
a decade in institutions of
national and international
repute after specialisation in
globalisation and governance
from Tata Institute of Social
Sciences, Mumbai. He is the
chief editor of the Journal of
Global Studies, an internation-
al research journal)
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Someone came seeking answer to lot
of unresolved questions that has
kept her unnerved for long: “Sir, I

had love marriage, but it broke off soon.
I have been brooding and contemplating
where I went wrong, and how I made a
bad choice? Would have a traditional
marriage proved better? I am not able to
figure out and so I am under acute stress.
Of late, my health condition has been
troubling me. I was overweight. Through
intermittent fasting I reduced it, but in
the process, my vitality went down. My
menstrual cycle became disorderly. I
then had Covid. It was followed by
Cataract in my eyes at such a young age.
If that was not enough, I had water
retention in my lungs, and I had to be
hospitalised. Why it has been happening
with me? Are these reflected indicated in
my chart? Please throw light and guide.”

At the outset, let me offer you a piece
of advice: Don’t fall into a guilt trap. You
can’t be alone responsible for your failed
marriage? Both the partners would be
accountable one way or other. You can’t
clap single handed. Don’t get stuck to
your past. That has become a history
now. Learn lesson out of it, and prepare
yourself in a way that next time you

make a reasoned choice. Large number
of love marriages have proved a success,
and equally great number of traditionally
organised marriages fail.  You can’t blame
the mode of marriage.  Marital failures
happen because of clash of personality
traits.

The 5th lord Venus identified with
love life is placed in the marriage signify-
ing 7th house. It implies that you were
due for love marriage, and so it hap-
pened. Mind signifying Moon sand-
wiched between mischievous Neptune
and Rahu, made you stuck to your fanci-
ful dream perception. You passionately
pursued it blindfolded, not caring to look
beyond for a reality check,  is how you
made a wrong choice. Moon happens to
be the lord of marriage signifying 7th
house also and is afflicted. It is tenanted
in a dual sign coinciding with the 12th
house, which meant that you were vul-
nerable to failure of the 1st marriage.
Now that you have discharged your
Karmic debt carried over from the past,
there is no reason to carry any fear about
future. You are quite young. You must go
for a second marriage. But before that
becomes due, and which is not far off,
better purify your mind of its limitations.

You may then be able to apply proper
forethought before making your choice.
The probability of success, would then be
obviously high.

Now coming to your health issues,
lagna sub-lord Jupiter is tenanted in the
nakshatra owned by Ketu, which occu-
pies the 6th house identified with ail-
ment. Such a close connection of the
lagna and 6th house makes your health
profile fragile. You are susceptible to
quick infections. The 6th sub-lord Venus
is combust. It occupies the nakshatra
owned by Ketu in Gemini sign where the
6th cusp falls. This makes you vulnerable
to lungs related problems. Combust
Venus, read together with afflicted Moon
in the 12th house, is indicative of Eyes
related problems, hormonal imbalance,
irregular menstrual cycle, and worrisome
mind susceptible to stress. Also,  it
accounts for serious emotional issues.
Combust Venus, does also mean that
given an adverse situation, your work
spirit will go for a toss. You have already
encountered the above issues as indicat-
ed above.

Having said that, let me inform you
that if 6th house indicates ailment, the
planets signifying the 5th and 11th hous-

es promise recovery. Rahu and Moon
strongly signify the 5th house. Mars sig-
nifies the 11th house. So, during the
period of these planets, you are assured
of recovery. As of now Rahu dasha is
running. So rest assured, you will come
out of your ailments. But the carryover
effect of the health issues in hand will
stretch on for another year, by which
time, you are expected to be in control of
things.

You carry immense potential as
would Sun conjunct Jupiter and Mercury
conjunct Venus imply. That, however,
may play out unhindered, only when you
rise above the limitations of mind and
emotion. For, the negatives will continue
playing spoil sport within your mind,
which may not allow you the mind space
and energy necessary to process your
thoughts objectively. Follow the mind-
detoxification process suggested in all
sincerity. Memory imprints from the past
will go out of reckoning over a period of
time, when you may come out with your
best.
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