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Sri Lanka’s Prime Minister
Mahinda Rajapaksa

resigned on Monday after
clinging on to power for weeks,
following unprecedented anti-
Government protests demand-
ing his ouster as well as the
administration led by his
younger brother and President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa over the
country’s worst economic cri-
sis that led to acute shortages
of staple food, fuel and power.

Mahinda’s resignation
comes hours after his support-
ers attacked anti-Government
protesters outside President
Gotabaya’s office, leaving three
people killed and at least 154
people injured, prompting
authorities to impose a nation-
wide curfew and deploy Army
troops in the national Capital. 

Meanwhile, the ancestral
home of the Rajapaksas in
Hambantota was set on fire by
a group of anti-Government
protesters, hours after
Mahinda, the patriarch of the
powerful clan resigned as Sri
Lanka’s Prime Minister.

An MP from Sri Lanka’s

ruling party shot dead an anti-
Government protester and then
took his own life during a
confrontation outside the cap-
ital, police said on Monday,
reported AFP.

Video footage showed the
entire house of Prime Minister
Mahinda Rajapaksa and his
younger brother and President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa in
Medamulana in Hambantota

city was burning away as pro-
testors hooted away, the Daily
Mirror reported.

Earlier, several properties
of Ministers and lawmakers of
the ruling coalition were
destroyed by the protesters.
Sri Lankan media also report-
ed that a fire broke out near the
back gate of Temple Trees, the
official residence of the Sri
Lankan PM in Colombo.

Police water cannons have
been called but anti-
Government protesters are
attacking the vehicles, the
report said. Protesters also
attacked the house of Badulla
District parliamentarian Tissa
Kuttiarachch and later set it on
fire. The house of Puttalam MP
Santha Nishantha was com-
pletely destroyed. 

Continued on page 2
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Shaheen Bagh gained cen-
trestage yet again on

Monday as hundreds of locals
protested and foiled a demoli-
tion drive of the South Delhi
Municipal Corporation
(SDMC). With hundreds of
locals besides the Congress
and the AAP workers staging
a protest, the SDMC had to call
off its drive to raze alleged
encroached structures in the
area under its first phase of
demolition drive.

An FIR was registered
against AAP MLA
Aamanatullah Khan and his
supporters for obstructing anti-
encroachment drive in Shaheen
Bagh, the Delhi Police said.

The bulldozer returned
without carrying out any exer-
cise from Shaheen Bagh,
famous for its anti-CAA
protests. 

The matter also reached
the Supreme Court, which
refused to entertain a plea filed
by the CPI(M) against the
demolition drive in Shaheen

Bagh. The court said  it cannot
interfere with the anti-
encroachment drive at the
instance of a political party.

A bench of Justices L
Nageswara Rao and BR Gavai
asked the party  to approach
the Delhi High Court.

“Why is CPI(M) filing a
petition? What is the funda-
mental right  that is being vio-
lated? Not at the behest of polit-
ical parties. This is not the plat-

form. You go to the High
Court,” the bench said.

At the outset, senior advo-
cate PV Surendranath, appear-
ing for  the petitioner, submit-
ted that the plea has been filed
in the public interest and there
is no “party interest” involved
in the matter.  He further sub-
mitted that the second peti-
tioner is a hawkers’ union and
they are being removed with-
out notice.

The bench said if hawkers
are encroaching they will be
removed and in case there is
any violation of law by author-
ities, the petitioner can go to
the High Court.   The top court
clarified that it interfered in the
Jahangirpuri demolition case
because structures were being
demolished. The senior lawyer
said the authorities are demol-
ishing buildings. 

Continued on page 2
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has sum-

moned Jharkhand Mining
Secretary Pooja Singhal for
questioning on Tuesday at its
office in Ranchi in connection
with a money-laundering
probe linked to embezzlement
of MGNREGA funds during
her stints as district collector in
various districts of the State.

Singhal is a 2000-batch
IAS officer. She has been asked
to depose before the investiga-
tion officer at the zonal office
of ED in Ranchi. The agency
will record her statement under
the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA), 
they said.

During the searches against
her, her businessman husband
Abhishek Jha, and others on
May 6 in Jharkhand and at a
few other locations, she was
briefly questioned by the ED

officials. Her husband was also
questioned by the agency.

The ED investigation
relates to a money laundering
case in which a former junior
engineer in the Jharkhand
Government, Ram Binod
Prasad Sinha, was arrested by
the agency on June 17, 2020,
from West Bengal after he was
booked by the agency under
the PMLA in 2012. The ED
case was based on the FIRs of
the State Vigilance Bureau
against Sinha and others. 

Sinha was booked by the
Vigilance Bureau under the
IPC sections relating to cheat-
ing, besides corruption under
the Prevention of Corruption
Act for allegedly defrauding
public money and investing it
in his own name as well as in
the name of his family mem-
bers while working as a junior
engineer from April 1, 2008 to
March 21, 2011.

Continued on page 2
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Two days after it strongly
defended the sedition law,

the Centre on Monday told the
Supreme Court to defer hear-
ing on the matter as the
Government has decided to
reconsider and re-examine the
provisions of the colonial law.

The Centre also said it
was cognizant of various views,
and concerns about civil liber-
ties while being committed to
protecting the “sovereignty and
integrity of this great nation”. 

The Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA), in an affidavit,
referred to the views of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
shedding “colonial baggage”
and said he has been in favour
of the protection of civil liber-

ties and respect of human
rights, and in that spirit, over
1,500 outdated laws and over
25,000 compliance burdens
have been scrapped.

The MHA’s affidavit said
the PM has said India has to
work even harder to shed colo-
nial baggage that has passed its
utility which includes outdat-
ed laws and practices. 

The bench of Chief Justice
NV Ramana and Justices Surya
Kant and Hima Kohli on May
5 had said it would hear argu-
ments on May 10 on the legal
question of whether the pleas
challenging the colonial-era
penal law on sedition be
referred to a larger bench for
reconsidering the 1962 verdict
of a five-judge constitution
bench in the Kedar Nath Singh
case.  Continued on page 2
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An IIT-Kanpur professor,
who has developed the

SUTRA mathematical model to
accurately predict the trajecto-
ry of the Covid pandemic, on
Monday said that there may be
no fourth wave in the country.
Prof Maninder Agarwal has
based his assessment on the
fact that over 90 per cent of
India’s population has acquired
natural immunity.

At the same time, he cau-
tioned that the fourth wave
cannot be ruled out if there is
a new mutant that bypasses
natural immunity significant-
ly. In an article, Agarwal, a pro-
fessor in the department of
computer science engineering,
said there are two major rea-
sons for this conclusion.

The first reason is the level
of natural immunity in the
country. Natural immunity is
defined as the immunity
acquired by a previous infec-
tion. As per the SUTRA model
for India, over 90 per cent of
India’s population has acquired
natural immunity. This is also
validated by data from ICMR
surveys that have consistently
found the actual number of
infected people to be more than
30 times the reported numbers,

he said.
Natural immunity acts as a

strong protection against infec-
tion. In an extensive study
done for 36 countries across the
world covering all continents
and more than half of the
world’s population, it was
found that the severity of the
Omicron wave in these coun-
tries was inversely proportion-
al to the level of natural immu-
nity present in them.

Continued on page 2
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Extending its losses for a sec-
ond day, the rupee on

Monday slumped by 54 paise to
close at a record low of 77.44
against the US dollar, pressured
by the strength of the American
currency overseas and unabat-
ed foreign fund outflows.

Forex traders said risk
appetite has weakened amid ris-
ing bond yields in the US and
mounting concerns about infla-
tion that may trigger more
aggressive rate hikes by global
central banks. At the inter-
bank foreign exchange market,
the rupee opened lower at
77.17 against the greenback,
and finally settled for the day at
77.44, down 54 paise over its
previous close. During the trad-
ing session, the rupee touched
its lifetime low of 77.52.

On Friday, the rupee had
slumped 55 paise to close at
76.90. In the last two trading
sessions, the rupee has lost 109
paise against the greenback.

Detailed report on P10

� �������

���

��
))*++�,���

���
-
��������


��

����
���
�
	
���
�
!.�#�
��
��
����
��	��
����
���
���$
�����


�������	
����
����	�
��
	����
	�������������������

���������������� �������� ��!"#����$�������������

���� ��%&�'��! ��!"#����$������"

��&�
��&� ������ ����� ()*
+���
,-�����'�
�.&��
��
�$$�������

�-���%��#
/��!


����


���0��	 ������

�������,	�1

1����

1�
��1 �����
2�1�

���1���� �3��1����
4
5�3	���


������������� !
���������	
���
��������������� ����������
�������	������������� !���"#$���

�

�"
#$�%��&
�"�'�(�'��)%��)��*���+
�������

��������
,��,�6
�6����,
��,,�,
��
�
2�����
	��0��,,

��
�� �!�"

1�,,
�
�1�,,�,
�01�
��
�,,����
�,
���
�
��10,
4
���13
��3

��#�#���$
	�3
���3
���
���


�/
5��
��10��7

���������	�
���
��
�

������
	
������

��
��
��������



������������������� ����� � !�" "" ���	�����

��������	
�
�
	�������
	���
	���	�������	���	�

�	���
�	��	�����	
�����	��	����������	����	�����������	��	�
���	����	��	��
	���������	���	���
���������	����	 �����������	���
�	��	����	�����������	��	�
�
�
	���	�
�
�
��
	���	����	���	�
	���
�	��	������	��������
	��	��	�������	��	��
	��
	��	��
	����
���	
�������	�������
���	���	�����
��	���	�
��
��	���	��	���	��
	��
	�
�����������
	���	��

�����
	��	����	��	��
	�
�����	�	�������
�	��	����	�����������	��	���	���	��
	�
����	��	��
	������	���
�	��	��
	�����	��	����	�����	���	������
�	��
	����
��	��	��
	
�������
	������������	��	����
�
��	�����	���	������	��	�
���� 
�	�
���	���
�	!
��
��	��
	�����
�	���	�
"�
��
�	��	�
���
	���	�

�	����������
	�����
	��	������
	��
��
��
�	�����	��
	�
�����
	��	��
	����	��	���
����
�
��	�
���

�
��������	��	��
	����
���	�������
�	��	����	�
�����
��	#�
	�����
��	�������
��	
�����	���	��
	
����


	��	��
	$���

�	%����&�	����	���	�
	�
��	�
��������
	���	��
	����	��	�����	���
	�
	��
	���
����
��	��	��
	��������	'	�
����
�	���	�����	���	�
	���
	�
��������
	���	��
	����	��	�����	����
"�
��
�	���	�����
�	�������(�
���
�	�����
�	��	����	���
����
�
����

�������	
��	��
������	
�	�
�����
	���
�	���	
��	��	
��
��	��	����	��������	�����	���	��	������	 ��

	��
!
�� �
�
���	"�
�	#
�
�	�
�$�	��!	%����&''(	(()� �����*	(''&+(''(+,,�	��������
����	-�����*	.&/'�	"�����	��	�-0%1�	 
��
�	����	�
$
�&)('/('�	2���	�����*	(')(&+3453((	6	+3455((

��	�������	
�	7
$�
�	��
8
��
�	����	%&)'(�	)''	"�����&�/�	����
	92���:�	;<�����=�	;�����*	�
=��	2�
���
��	10>	"2>�?1> ;	��	� )�((	;
��*	�
�����
�	�����*	���	@���*	���

�	6	1����


�	"����*	�
�$
����	6	�����
��		�����
�	*	��
A��
���	���8��!	-�����*	+��	.�����	"
�
�
	"������$	�������	.
�B


�
>�
��	���8��!&))�	('��	C���������*	(,))&)/+�++/�	)/+�+++�	)/+�++,�

����� ���0��	

In a terse message, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath has

asked the public representatives
and senior party functionaries
not to take commission while
implementing development
schemes of the government
and has warned that any com-
plaint in this regard will be
severely dealt with.

Addressing MPs, MLAs
and party leaders in a function
held at the Police Lines audi-
torium in Lalitpur, the chief
minister said on Sunday night
that party leaders should stop
taking bribes in the form of
commission, adding that he
would root out corruption
from the bureaucracy.

“The message should first
go from the party leaders. You
are the people's representative
and you have no right to ask for
commission during imple-
mentation of development
schemes,” he said while
expressing displeasure over
allegations of corruption.

This terse reaction came
when some leaders complained
to Yogi Adityanath about offi-
cers taking bribes. “First cleanse
yourself, I will set the officers
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The Central Government’s
“Swadeshi” drive set off

for a pan-India expansion with
the paramilitary forces’ can-
teens undertaking the sale of
handmade Khadi products.
Minister of Home Affairs and
Cooperation  Amit Shah on
Monday launched the sale of
Khadi products in 107 Central
Armed Police Forces (CAPF)
canteens and said all canteens
of paramilitary forces in the
country will soon begin selling
Khadi products .

“For Gandhi Ji, Khadi was
a symbol of Swadeshi and it is
also a tool to fulfil Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
dream of Aatmanirbhar Bharat.
Khadi itself guarantees purity.
I am delighted that the sale of
Khadi products has begun in
107 paramilitary canteens and
very soon Khadi products will
be made available in all para-
military canteens across the
country,” the Home Minister
said during the launch on the
sidelines of the foundation lay-

ing ceremony for the Central
Workshop and Stores of BSF at
Tamulpur in Assam.

Chief Minister of Assam
Himanta Biswa Sarma,
Chairman KVIC  Vinai Kumar
Saxena, Home Secretary Ajay
Kumar Bhalla and Director
General of BSF and CRPF
were present on the 
occasion.

Shah heaped praises on
KVIC for creating sustainable
rural employment in the coun-
try and said KVIC’s flagship
schemes like Honey Mission,
Kumhar Sashaktikaran Yojana,
Leather and Carpenter
Empowerment Schemes had
the potential to create sustain-
able employment in Assam’s
Bodoland.

“If KVIC starts connecting
people with its self-employ-
ment activities, this will sure-
ly eradicate the problem of
unemployment in Bodoland
and also reconnect the Bodo
youths, who had given up
arms, with the development of
the nation,” he said.

The Home Minister

emphasized that under the
leadership of Hon’ble Prime
Minister, KVIC clocked a his-
toric turnover of Rs 1.15 lakh
crore in 2021-22, registering a
massive growth of nearly 250
percent.

Earlier,  the  Home
Minister had made it manda-
tory for all CAPF canteens to
sell maximum “Swadeshi”
products through Khadi and
Village Industries Commission
(KVIC). To begin with, 32
products including National
Flag, cotton towels, honey, kac-
chi ghani mustard oil, agarbatti,
daliya, papad, pickles, amla
etc. will be supplied in the can-
teens located in Delhi NCR,
Punjab, Haryana, Gujarat,
Uttar Pradesh, Assam and
other states.

The development comes
after KVIC’s historic agree-
ments with paramilitary forces
for the supply of mustard oil,
cotton durries and woollen
blankets. So far, KVIC has
supplied products worth near-
ly Rs 17 crore to different
paramilitary forces. 
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The Delhi University has
resumed physical mode of

examination after a gap of
over two years due to the
Covid-19 pandemic by con-
ducting exams for students
with Essential Repeats (ERs) on
Monday.

D S Rawat, DU Dean of
Examination, informed that
exams for those who could not
attain passing marks in one or
more subjects were conducted
"smoothly" in all colleges.

Though examinations for
majority of the courses will
begin from May 11, the stu-
dents who have ERs took
exams on Monday.

"The examination has
begun today. These are exams
for students who have ERs. We
have held physical examina-
tions after a gap of two years.
So, all the arrangements were
done carefully. The exams were
conducted smoothly," Rawat
said.

The pandemic had forced
the varsity to conduct Open
Book Examination (OBE) as
colleges were shut until early
this year.  However, few stu-
dents appeared for the ER
exam on Monday.

According to Shri Ram
College of Commerce princi-
pal Simrit Kaur, only five stu-
dents took the exam to clear
their compartment while the
figure for Miranda House was
just two.

Miranda House principal
Bijayalaxmi Nanda said around
45 students will be sitting for
exam on Tuesday. "Monday
and Tuesday, we are holding
ER exams. From Wednesday,
the exams for second and
third-year students will begin,"
Nanda told news 
agencies.

Ramjas College Principal
Manoj Khanna said only two
students took the exam in the
morning shift, but “more are
expected to take the exam in
the evening shift”. 
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Following a quarrel, a 44-year-
old property dealer was

killed after he was attacked by
his neighbour in Northwest
Delhi. Police said that the brawl
started over the victim urinat-
ing in front of the accused
house. The deceased has been
identified as Parveen Lamba, a
resident of Parmanand Colony.
Police said that he was report-
edly drunk when he relieved
himself in front of his neigh-
bour's house in the early hours
of Monday morning.

The accused, Rahul
Malhotra, also a property deal-
er, is absconding and efforts are
being made to nab him, police
said. Both, the victim and the
accused, had been friends ear-
lier but later stopped talking to
each other.

On the day of the incident,
Lamba was drinking in his car
with his nephew till 4 am and
later urinated in front of
Malhotra's house which led to
the fight, police said.

“At around 5.30 am, a PCR
call regarding a quarrel among
residents of Parmanand Colony
was received in Mukherjee
Nagar Police Station. When
our team reached the spot, it
was found out that Lamba who
was in an intoxicated state uri-
nated in front of Malhotra's
house. This led to a quarrel
between the two neighbours,”
said Usha Rangnani, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police (DCP)

northwest district.
“During the quarrel, both

parties threw stones at each
other. Malhotra along with his
father Ravi threw bottles and
stones from the first floor of
their house and one of the bot-
tles hit Lamba in leg, causing
him to bleed profusely,” said the
DCP. He was rushed to Babu
Jagjivan Ram Memorial
Hospital where the duty doctor
termed the injury as simple. He
was then shifted to the Nulife
Hospital by his family members.
He was later taken to another
hospital where during treat-
ment, he was declared dead by
the doctors, she added.

A case under section 304
(Punishment for culpable homi-
cide not amounting to murder),
and 34 (Common intention) of
Indian Penal Code has been reg-
istered against Malhotra and an
investigation is in progress, the
DCP said.

right,” he said.
A senior party leader said

that seeing the attitude of the
chief minister there was a pin
drop silence in the meeting for
a moment. The leaders had
come with their complaints
and were too eager to voice it
before the chief minister. Yogi
said that a core group of min-
isters had been formed and
workers should send their com-
plaints through it. He assured
them that he would resolve the
complaints.

In his 2.0 government, Yogi
Adityanath has stressed on
corruption-free governance.
Last month, while addressing a
special sitting after the cabinet
meeting, the chief minister
had said that the ministers, IAS,
IPS and PCS officers should
declare their and their family
members' assets and make it
available on an online portal for
the people to see it.

"For a healthy democracy,
the conduct of the public rep-
resentatives is very important.

According to this spirit, all the
honourable ministers should
make a public declaration of all
movable and immovable assets
of themselves and their family
members within a period of
next three months after taking
oath," Yogi Adityanath had
said. He also said that the code
of conduct prescribed for the
ministers should be followed in
compliance with the provi-
sions of the Representation of
the People Act in letter and
spirit. 
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This fund was earmarked
for the execution of
Government projects under
MNREGA (Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act) in the Khunti
district, the ED had earlier said.

Sinha told the ED that "he
paid five per cent commission
(out of the defrauded funds) to
the district administration."

During the period, the ED
had alleged, charges of "irreg-
ularities" were made against
Singhal while she served as the
Deputy Commissioner/District
Magistrate of Chatra, Khunti,
and Palamu between 2007 and
2013. On Saturday, the ED
arrested Chartered Accountant
Suman Kumar in this case
after seizing over Rs 17 crore in

cash from his premises. He is
in ED custody till May 11.

The ED is probing his
alleged links with Singhal and
her husband.

In a remand note present-
ed to the court for seeking
Kumar's custody, the ED had
claimed Singhal and her hus-
band allegedly received "huge"
cash deposits — to the tune of
Rs 1.43 crore — over and
above her salary in their
accounts, during the period she
faced charges of irregularities
while being posted as the DM
of various districts in the State.

The ED also told a special
PMLA court in Ranchi that
Singhal allegedly transferred Rs
16.57 lakh from her savings
account to those controlled or
owned by her chartered
accountant.
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From Page 1

The arson attacks came as
the island was placed under
curfew after violent clashes
between Mahinda Rajapaksa
supporters and anti-govern-
ment protesters in Colombo.
Three people were killed,
including a ruling party MP,
and more than 150 injured in
violence in the capital. 

Mahinda, 76, sent his res-
ignation letter to President
Gotabaya after violent scenes
were witnessed in Colombo.
"Effective immediately I have
tendered my resignation as
Prime Minister to the
President," Mahinda tweeted.

Mahinda in his resignation
letter said he is stepping down
to pave the way for the All-
Party Interim Government to
be formed. He said he will be
"ready to make any sacrifice
even in the future in order to
help the people and the
Government overcome the pre-
sent crisis."

The Cabinet was also dis-
solved with the resignation of
the Prime Minister. Earlier in
the day, Prime Minister
Mahinda's supporters attacked
anti-Government demonstra-
tors at MynaGoGama and
GotaGoGama protest sites. The
tents opposite Temple Trees,
the official residence of the
Prime Minister, were disman-
tled by a mob.

From Page 1

"The Government, being
fully cognizant of various views
being expressed on the subject
of sedition and also having con-
sidered the concerns of civil lib-
erties and human rights, while
committed to maintain and
protect the sovereignty and
integrity of this great nation,
has decided to re-examine and
re-consider the provisions of
Section 124A of the IPC which
can only be done before the
competent forum," said the
MHA affidavit. 

The Government urged the
apex court that in view of the
decision to reconsider the law,
"this court may not invest time in
examining the validity of section
124A once again and be pleased
to await the exercise of recon-
sideration to be undertaken by
the Government of India before
an appropriate forum where
such reconsideration is constitu-
tionally permitted."

Pointing out that concerns
have been raised about the
application and abuse of sedi-
tion law for purposes not
intended by the provisions,
the Centre said the Prime min-
ister has been cognizant of
various views expressed on the
subject and has also periodi-
cally, in various forums,
expressed his clear and
unequivocal views in favour of
protection of civil liberties,

respect of human rights, and
giving meaning to the consti-
tutionally cherished freedoms
by the people of the country.

"The PM believes that at a
time when the country is mark-
ing 'Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav'
(75 years since Independence),
we need to, as a nation, work
even harder to shed colonial
baggage that has passed its util-
ity which includes outdated
laws colonial laws and prac-
tice," it said, adding that vari-
ous offences which were caus-
ing mindless hindrances to
people have been decrimi-
nalised.

The MHA's affidavit said
the public at large, including
jurists, agrees about the need
for statutory provisions to deal
with serious offences of divisive
nature affecting the very sov-
ereignty and integrity of the
country.  

"Requiring a penal provi-
sion for such purposes is gen-
erally accepted by everyone in
legitimate State interest," the
affidavit said.  

Two days back, in another
written submission, filed earli-
er, the Centre defended the
penal law and the 1962 verdict
of a Constitution bench
upholding its validity, saying
these have withstood "the test
of time" about six decades and
the instances of its abuse would
never be a justification of
reconsideration.
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Secondly, until now,
genome sequencing has not
shown any significantly new
mutant even in NCR. Only
variants belonging to the lin-
eage of Omicron, referred to as
BA. 2, BA. 2. 9, BA. 2. 10, and
BA. 2. 12, have been detected.

This means that immuni-
ty acquired against Omicron
will continue to hold against all
these variants. With more than
90 per cent of people in India
already immune against
Omicron, one does not expect
any significant fourth wave.

The reason for the increase
in the number of Covid cases,
according to Agarwal, is that all
restrictions have been lifted,
and the new variants of
Omicron are slightly more
infectious.

Both result in a faster
spread of the virus among the
non-immune population,
thereby increasing numbers.
This increase is not likely to be
substantial though.

He stated that vaccination
is excellent in preventing seri-
ous illness but not particular-
ly good in preventing mild
infection by Omicron.

However, the analysis does
not imply that vaccination is
not required. Vaccines protect
against major illnesses and are
extremely useful. Countries
that have followed a strict zero-
Covid policy are going through
a difficult period at present
with high infection numbers,
for example, South Korea,
Hong Kong, and China.

From Page 1
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"We don't know what are
they demolishing? Hawkers
also put up structures and as far
as we know they sit on plat-
forms. Let the affected party
come," the bench said.

Meanwhile, the SDMC
official said bulldozers will be
back on Tuesday and illegal
encroachments will be
removed in New Friends'
Colony from 11am 
tomorrow. 

A senior SDMC official
said the civic body has planned
to conduct an anti-encroach-
ment drive in all four Zones on
May 10. In the Central Zone

the drive will take place at
Bodh Dharam Mandir near
Gurudwara Road, New Friends'
Colony and surrounding areas.
In the South Zone, the drive
will take place at D1, D2
Market, Vasnt Kunj,
Masoodpur Road, D6 Flyover,
Delhi Jal Board Road and the
surrounding area, he said. In
the West Zone, the SDMC will
conduct its drive at Ghode
Wala Mandir  and  surround-
ing area, Raghubir Nagar, he
said. "In Najafgarh Zone, the
municipal corporation will per-
form its demolition drive at
Nala Road, Sagarpur and BDO
office and surrounding area,
Chhawla," he added.
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No respite for the people of
the national capital from

the heatwave, as Delhi will
witness the maximum tem-
perature of 44-45 degree
Celsius from May 11 to May 15. 

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) on
Monday predicted a heatwave
for three days in Delhi and
adjoining areas this week,
adding that ‘April like situation’
may not arise in the month of
May as a western disturbance
is likely to bring down the tem-
perature from May 13.

“From May 13, a western
disturbance is advancing. It will
not give rain but will keep the
temperature under control,
particularly in Delhi, Punjab
and Haryana. The situation in
the Western Himalayan region
will be better. 

Around May 18, another
western disturbance is set to
advance. So, the April type of
situation will not be there in
May,” the IMD said.

The capital city on Monday
witnessed the maximum tem-
perature of 40 degree Celsius
which is one notch above than
the normal for this time of year.
The minimum temperature in
Delhi was recorded at 27.6

degree Celsius which is three
notches warmer than the nor-
mal temperature for this sea-
son.

The relative humidity on
Sunday morning at 8:30 was
recorded at 60 per cent and 40
per cent in the evening at 5:30.

The weather stations at
Ridge, Ayanagar, Mungeshpur,
Najafgarh, Pitampura, Palam,
and Lodhi Road recorded max-
imum temperatures of 40.1
degrees Celsius, 40.2 degrees
Celsius, 41.3 degrees Celsius,
41.4 degrees Celsius, 40.2
degrees Celsius, 40.1 degrees
Celsius and 39 degrees Celsius
respectively, stated the IMD
data.

“Fresh spell of Heat wave
conditions likely to commence
over Northwest & Central India
from 09th May, 2022,” said
IMD.

The Met department uses
four colour codes for weather
warnings -- "green" (no action
needed), "yellow" (watch and
stay updated), "orange" (be
prepared), and "red" (take
action). 

According to the sources in
discoms, the capital's peak
power demand on Monday
cloaked 6100 MW, which was
increased than Sunday, as it was
recorded at 5833 MW. “On six

occasions in April 2022, Delhi’s
peak power demand has
clocked the highest ever in
April, each breaking the previ-
ous record in quick succession.
On April 19, it was 5735 MW,
5761 MW on April 20, 5781
MW on August 21, 5786 MW
on April 27, 6050 MW on April
28, and 6197 on April 29,” said

sources.“Delhi’s peak power
demand had breached the 7000
MW for the first time – peak-
ing at 7016 MW in 2018.  This
expected peak power demand
of around 8200 MW is an
increase of around 285 per cent
over the peak power demand of
2879 MW in 2002,” sources
stated.
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The North Delhi Municipal
Corporation (NMC)

informed the Supreme Court
on Monday that the petitioners
in the Jahangirpuri demolition
drive case have sensationalised
a routine administrative exer-
cise by giving it an unwarrant-
ed communal colour. In an
affidavit filed in response to a

plea filed by Jamiat Ulama-i-
Hind and others against the
Jahangirpuri demolition, the
NMC said the petitions are
liable to be dismissed as they
have resorted to falsehood.
"This is a blatant falsehood for
which the deponent who has
affirmed this on affidavit needs
to be prosecuted so as to main-
tain the sanctity of averments
being made on affidavits before

this court," the affidavit
reads.“The petition deserves to
be dismissed only on the
ground that the petitioner has
resorted to falsehood and has
unfortunately attempted to sen-
sationalise a routine adminis-
trative exercise by giving it an
unwarranted communal
colour,” the NMC said. In an
affidavit filed before the top
court, the NMC highlighted
that no house or shop was
demolished at all either on
April 20 or in any of the pre-
vious drives.

Further, the NMC clarified
that sacks of garbage, unau-
thorised projections on public
land, unauthorised temporary
structures well beyond the
boundaries of houses, and
shops were removed during the
drive. It was stated that for this,
no notice was necessary under
the provisions of the Delhi
Municipal Corporation Act.

The NMC said when a road or
footpath is cleared, the process
goes on from one end to anoth-
er without any distinction of
the religion or owner/occupi-
er who has unauthorisedly
occupied the footpath or pub-
lic road.

The civic body said that
after the status quo order, those
who were removed from the
road have come back and have
occupied the footpath/road
again. “This is usually the
result when a party having no
stake files a PIL and prays for
an order. 

If the affected parties
would have approached this
court, they would have truth-
fully required to point out that
what was being undertaken
was the removal of unautho-
rised projections on the foot-
path or public road and such
private parties also would have
been bound by the order of the

status quo,” the NMC said.
Concerning the use of bull-
dozers, the NMC submitted
that some temporary projec-
tions on public road/footpaths
are of such nature, for which,
the machine is required to be
used.  

The corporation alleged
that the petitioner has deliber-
ately and willfully sensation-
alised the matter and denied
the allegations that a particu-
lar religion or community was
being targeted.

In the case of Ganesh
Gupta, whose juice shop was
razed during the demolition
drive conducted in Delhi's
Jahangirpuri last month, the
NMC said that the plea by a
Jahangirpuri-based juice shop
owner should not be enter-
tained, since it did not receive
a response to the show-cause
notices sent prior to the demo-
lition. 
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The Supreme Court on
Monday refused to enter-

tain a plea filed by the CPI(M)
against the demolition drive by
the South Delhi Municipal
Corporation (SDMC) in
Shaheen Bagh, saying it cannot
interfere with the anti-
encroachment drive at the
instance of a political party. 

A Bench of Justices L
Nageswara Rao and BR Gavai
asked the party to approach the
Delhi High Court. “Why is
CPI(M) filing a petition? What
is the fundamental right that is
being violated? Not at the
behest of political parties. This
is not the platform. You go to
the High Court,” the Bench
said. Senior advocate PV
Surendranath, appearing for
the CPI(M), said that the plea
has been filed in  public inter-

est and there is no "party inter-
est" involved in the matter.  He
also said that the second peti-
tioner is a hawkers' union and
they are being removed with-
out notice. The Bench said that
if hawkers are encroaching
they will be removed and in
case there is any violation of
law by authorities, the peti-
tioner can go to the High
Court. The SC clarified that it
interfered in the Jahangirpuri

demolition case because struc-
tures were being demolished.
The senior lawyer said the
authorities are demolishing
buildings. “We don't know
what they are demolishing.
Hawkers also put up structures
and as far as we know they sit
on platforms. Let the affected
party come,” the Bench said. 

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta said the facts were being
misrepresented. “This is a

process which has been going
on for long, a routine exercise
after serving notice,” he said
adding that this is only a polit-
ical hype.  Mehta further sub-
mitted that as per the
Municipal Corporation Act,
no notice is required to be
served to remove encroach-
ments on public roads.
Surendranath was reprimand-
ed by the Bench for stating that
the High Court will not take up

the matter.  “This is not right
Mr Surendranath. Filing peti-
tions like this. You spent whole
day here and you could have
gone to High Court instead.
This is too much... Some party
coming to us and telling us
High Court won't hear. How
can you say High Court will
not take it up. This is showing
disrespect to the High Court. 

They have wider power
under Article 226", the Bench
said. “We can understand if you
go to High Court and it refus-
es to hear..But you don't even
go there and straight away
come to Supreme Court,” the
Bench said.  When senior
lawyer requested that demoli-
tions be stayed for two days, the
Bench refused to pass the
order.  

“Not at your behest. You
mention tomorrow in the High
Court. Mr. Solicitor-General,
please don't do anything till
tomorrow,” the Bench said.
Mehta informed court that
whatever had to be removed
had been removed before mat-
ter was mentioned. The matter
was dismissed as withdrawn
with liberty to approach Delhi
High Court.
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The BJP-ruled South Delhi
Municipal Corporation

(SDMC) on Monday wrote a
letter to the Station House
Officer (SHO) of Shaheen
Bagh Police Station demanding
legal action against Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) MLA
Amanatullah Khan, for inter-
fering in the discharge of duty
by Government servants. 

In a complaint to the SHO,
SDMC's Central Zone licenc-
ing inspector said that an
encroachment removal drive
was fixed for Monday on the
main road in Shaheen Bagh

(G-Block) along the Jasola
Canal to the Kalindi Kunj Park
and its staff and police per-
sonnel were present at the site
for carrying out the action.

“On May 9, while the staff
and the police personnel were
present at the above site for car-
rying out the said encroach-
ment removal action,
Amanatullah Khan, MLA
(Okhla) along with his sup-
porters did not allow the field
staff of the Central Zone,
SDMC to remove the
encroachments. Their resis-
tance was witnessed by the
police as well as duly recorded
by the media personnel present
at the site,” the letter stated. “In

view of the above, you are
requested to take appropriate
legal action against
Amanatullah and his support-
ers for interfering in discharge
of official duties by public ser-
vants,” the letter further stated.

The action came after SDMC
Mayor Mukesh Suryan wrote
to the Municipal
Commissioner to lodge an FIR
against Khan and other lead-
ers for obstructing the anti-
encroachment drive. 

In his letter to Municipal
Commissioner Gyanesh
Bharti, Suryan said that Delhi
BJP chief Gupta apprised him
that some political leaders
obstructed the pre-planned
anti-encroachment drive in
Shaheen Bagh.

The SDMC on Monday
sent its bulldozers to Shaheen
Bagh in order to raze the ille-
gal structures in the area under
the first phase of its demolition

drive, but failed to raze a sin-
gle structure, as hundreds of
locals, besides Congress and
AAP workers, staged a protest.
The SDMC had to call off its
drive and the bulldozer were
sent back.

Delhi BJP Chief Gupta
also wrote a letter to the Delhi
Police Commissioner and
demanded that an FIR be reg-
istered against the AAP and
Congress leaders who
obstructed the SDMC's anti-
encroachment drive by "lying
in front of bulldozers."

Protesters raised slogans
against the SDMC as well as
the Centre and demanded that
the action be stopped. 
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Shaheen Bagh and adjoining
areas in Delhi witnessed

traffic snarls on Monday after
protests erupted there with
hundreds of people, including
women, opposing an anti-
encroachment drive of the
BJP-ruled South Delhi
Municipal Corporation
(SDMC).

The unrest sparked off as
bulldozers rolled into the area
in the presence of a huge
number of police personnel,
including senior officers,
causing traffic snarls at
Shaheen Bagh, Kalindi Kunj,
Jaitpur, Sarita Vihar and
Mathura Road, among other
places. The traffic police

assisted the local police to
ensure that no inconvenience
was caused to commuters and
traffic diversions were made
accordingly. "The heavy vehi-
cles were first diverted and an
alternative route was suggest-
ed for them. 

Our men were deployed
at the spots where congestions
were reported, to ensure that
no inconvenience was caused
to the commuters.

We diverted all the vehi-
cles going towards Shaheen
Bagh to GD Birla Marg via
Kalindi Kunj and then
towards Crown Plaza and
vice versa," a senior traffic
police officer said. 

Even as the protests were
going on, one of the car-
riageways was kept open for

vehicular traffic, while anoth-
er alternative route suggested
was via Mathura Road, he
added.

“The situation is under
control now and vehicular
movement has resumed,” said
the official. A shop owner at
the Shaheen Bagh main road,
who did not wished to be
named, said that they have
been running their business in
this area for the last 20 years,
and no such action was taken
by the SDMC. 

“It’s the first time that we
have witnessed such a drive.
The SDMC is targeting only
Muslim-dominated areas, we
hope that everything goes
back to normal. The streets
were jam packed, which
affected our business,” he said.
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Weeks after communal vio-
lence during a religious

procession on Hanuman
Jayanti in Delhi’s Jahangirpuri
area C- Block, the Station
House Officer (SHO) of
Jahangirpuri Police Station has
been transferred.

According to an official
order, Inspector Arun Kumar
was transferred from R P
Bhawan and posted as SHO
Jahangirpuri Police Station
(Northwest district) with
immediate effect."He should be
relieved at once with the direc-
tion to join his new assignment
and report compliance to this
Headquarters,” the order dated

May 6 said.“The outgoing SHO
had already submitted an appli-
cation three months ago stating
he did not wish to continue as
the Station House Officer any-
more and had sought a trans-
fer. It is routine order issued
from the office of the
Commissioner of Police,” said
a senior police official.

Hindu and Muslim groups
clashed during a Hanuman
Jayanti procession in
Jahangirpuri on April 16, leav-
ing eight police personnel and
a local injured. According to
the police, there was pelting of
stones and arson during the
clashes and some vehicles were
also torched. A case was regis-
tered in matter which was then

transferred to Crime Branch
unit of Delhi Police. So far, the
Delhi Police has nabbed 36
people, including three juve-
niles in the case.

Meanwhile, a Delhi court
has observed that there was
“utter failure” on part of Delhi
Police in stopping unauthorised
Hanuman Jayanti procession in
Jahangirpuri last month that
triggered communal clashes
in locality.

The court made observa-
tion while rejecting a clutch of
bail pleas, and said that issue
seems to have been simply
brushed aside by senior offi-
cers, and complicity, if any, of
police personnel needs to be
investigated.
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During the three days of
massive demolition drives

conducted by the enforcement
team of the Department of
Town and Country Planning
(DTCP) in the Saraswati Kunj
colony area of Gurugram,
around 12,000 illegal shanties
have been razed. Of these,
around 4,000 were demolished
on Monday. The teams also
demolished walls and illegal
shops constructed in the area.

The teams were led by Junior
Engineer Aakash and com-
prised officials from the district
registrar's office and 200
policemen.

An official said that those
who had erected illegal struc-
tures were warned and
announcements were made
on several occasions, but they
did not vacate the area. The
drive is likely to continue for
a few more days.

The DTCP officials said
from these illegal shanties rent
around Rs 2,000 to 3,000 was

also being extracted by locals,
and action will also be initiat-
ed against them. RS Batth,
district town planner, enforce-
ment, said that a regular driver
will be initiated further if
required.

"Officials of the district
registrar office and DTP
enforcement will keep regular
monitoring in the area. Also,
modality to make arrange-
ments of construction of wall
and gates wherever required
will be worked out," Batth
said. The official informed

that soon it will be checked
how an illegal construction
continues where earlier notices
were given.

"We will lodge an FIR and
a sealing drive will be con-
ducted soon. Few were sealed
earlier but were unsealed after
submitting the penalty. 

We will soon fix the time
framework and if commercial
activities are not stopped we
will permanently seal those
structures and recommend
FIR against offenders," Batth
added.
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Aday after it came to light
that IndiGo barred a spe-

cially-abled child from board-
ing a flight at the Ranchi air-
port as he was in "a state of
panic",  the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation has formed a
three-member team to conduct
a "fact-finding enquiry" into
IndiGo incident.

"They will visit Ranchi
and Hyderabad (place of stay of
the family concerned) and col-
lect appropriate evidence with-
in one week from Monday.
Based on the outcome of the
said enquiry, further action
shall entail," the DGCA noted
in a statement.

The National Commission
for Protection of Child Rights
(NCPCR) has asked the
Jharkhand police on Monday
to lodge an FIR against IndiGo
in this matter and also asked
DGCA to initiate an inquiry in
the matter and take necessary
action against the airline and its

manager.
Earlier, Union Civil

Aviation minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia on Monday said that he
will investigate allegations of
IndiGo’s discrimination against
a special needs child. The min-
ister added that no human
being should go through this.
IndiGo CEO on Monday
offered his regrets on the inci-
dent that happened at the
Ranchi airport on Saturday.

The minister’s comment
comes after DGCA sought a
report from IndiGo over the
incident. Scindia said that no

human being should have to go
through this and he himself is
investigating the incident.As
the boy was prohibited from
boarding the airline's Ranchi-
Hyderabad flight on Saturday,
his parents -- who were with
him -- also decided to not enter
the plane.  

Saturday's incident came to
light after other passengers
posted about this incident on
social media on Sunday.
Commenting on one such
social media post regarding this
incident, Scindia on Monday
said on Twitter, "There is zero

tolerance towards such behav-
iour. No human being should
have to go through this!
Investigating the matter by
myself, post which appropriate
action will be taken."

Regretting the incident,
IndiGo CEO Ronojoy Dutta
said in a statement that having
reviewed all aspects of this
incident, we as an organization
are of the view that we made
the best possible decision under
difficult circumstances.
Throughout the check-in and
boarding process our intent of
course was to carry the family,
however, at the boarding area
the teenager was visibly in
panic, he mentioned. 

“We offer our sincere
regrets to the affected family for
the unfortunate experience and
as a small token of our appre-
ciation of their lifelong dedi-
cation would like to offer to
purchase an electric wheel-
chair for their son,” he added.

A passenger named
Manisha Gupta had detailed
this incident on LinkedIn. 
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The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) on

Monday said severe cyclonic
storm Asani packing gale-force
winds up to 120 kmph which
is moving towards the east
coast bringing along heavy
rain, is likely to recurve in a
north-northeastward direction
on reaching near the shore and
weaken  gradually into a
cyclonic storm. Coming close
to North Andhra Pradesh-
Odisha coasts, it is likely to turn
into a cyclonic storm by
Tuesday night.

Under the influence of the
cyclone, coastal Odisha and
adjoining areas of north coastal
Andhra Pradesh and coastal
West Bengal witnessed heavy
rainfall .

The IMD said that very
high sea conditions were like-
ly to prevail over west-central
and adjoining south Bay of

Bengal and asked fishermen
not to venture out in the region
from Tuesday for at least two
days.         It also advised that
tourism activities in coastal
areas and sea beaches be sus-
pended till May 13.

In Odisha, two to three
spells of rain occurred in dis-
tricts such as Khurda, Ganjam,
Puri, Cuttack and Bhadrak.
The Odisha government on
Monday planned evacuation of
people residing in four coastal
districts.

Distant warning signal 2
(asking ships not to come near
the coast) has been hoisted in
all ports in Odisha in view of
the approaching severe cyclone.
According to Dr IMD Director
General Mrutunjay Mohapatra,
the  cyclone will not make
landfall either in Odisha or
Andhra Pradesh but will move
parallel to the east coast and
cause rainfall.

The cyclone is likely to
cause heavy rain in the south-

ern part of West Bengal includ-
ing Kolkata, Howrah, Purba
Medinipur, North and South 24
Parganas and Nadia districts
between Monday and
Thursday, the weatherman
said.

Kolkata and its adjoining
areas received a spell of down-
pour on Monday morning,
leading to waterlogging of thor-
oughfares and causing traffic
snarls in various parts of the
city.

The weather office in
Ranchi said that Jharkhand

will experience light to mod-
erate rainfall, besides light-
ning and thunderstorm, in its
southern, central and northeast
parts from May 11 to 13. Gusty
winds at speed of 30 to 40
kmph are also expected in
some pockets.

“Since the system is
unlikely to make landfall on
either Odisha or Andhra
Pradesh, it will not make any
large impact in Jharkhand. The
state will experience a change
in weather due to the system's
expanded cloud band and the
incursion of moisture from
the Bay of Bengal,” Ranchi
meteorological centre in charge
Abhishek Anand said.

The system is expected to
provide further respite from the
hot weather condition.
Jharkhand's maximum tem-
perature has already dropped
by one to two degrees Celsius
from the normal due to inter-
mittent rains in parts of the
state for the past few days.
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ACovid-19 vaccine,
designed to be taken oral-

ly, not only protects against the
disease but also decreases the
airborne spread of the SARS-
CoV-2 virus to other close
contacts, according to a study
conducted on animals.

The research, published in
the journal ‘Science
Translational Medicine’,
demonstrates the potential of
the vaccine to work through
the mucosal tissue to neu-
tralise SARS-CoV-2, limiting
infections and the spread of
active virus in airborne parti-
cles.

"Considering most of the
world is under-immunised --
and this is especially true of
children -- the possibility that
a vaccinated person with a
breakthrough infection can
spread Covid-19 to unimmu-
nised family or community

members poses a public health
risk," said Stephanie N Langel
from Duke University Medical
Center in the US.

"There would be a sub-
stantial benefit to develop vac-
cines that not only protect
against disease, but also reduce
transmission to unvaccinated
people," Langel said in a
statement.

The researchers -- includ-
ing teams from the US vaccine

developer, Vaxart, and clinical
research non-profit, Lovelace
Biomedical Research Institute
-- tested the vaccine that uses
an adenovirus as a vector to
express the spike protein of the
virus.

The spike protein is used
by SARS-CoV-2 to enter and
infect the human cells.

The human vaccine is
designed to be taken as a pill,
they said.

In studies using hamsters,
the vaccine elicited a robust
antibody response in blood
and the lungs.

When the animals were
exposed to the SARS-CoV-2
virus at high levels, prompting
breakthrough infections, they
were less symptomatic than
non-vaccinated hamsters, and
had lower amounts of infec-
tious virus in the nose and
lungs.

Because of this, they did
not shed as much virus
through normal airborne

exposures, according to the
researchers. Unlike vaccines
that are injected into the mus-
cle, they said, mucosal immu-
nisations increase production
of immunoglobulin A (IgA) -
- the immune system's first
line of defence against
pathogens -- in the nose and
lungs.

These mucosal ports of
entry are then protected, mak-
ing it less likely that those who
are vaccinated will transmit
infectious virus during a
sneeze or cough, the
researchers said.

"Our data demonstrate
that mucosal immunisation
is a viable strategy to decrease
the spread of Covid-19
through airborne transmis-
sion," Langel said.

The researchers noted that
the study focused on the orig-
inal SARS-CoV-2 virus, and
new studies will be designed to
test the vaccine against
Omicron variants.
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The Supreme Court on
Monday stayed further pro-

ceedings in all High Courts
challenging the Information
Technology (Intermediary
Guidelines and Digital Media
Ethics Code) Rules 2021 or the
Cable Television Networks
(Amendment) Rules 2021. 

A bench of Justices AM
Khanwilkar and A S Oka
passed the order while hearing
a batch of petitions, including
those raising the issue of hate
speech and seeking regulations
for OTT (over-the-top) plat-
forms. 

“We direct stay of further
proceedings pending before
the High Courts in the respec-
tive cases or to be filed hereafter
until the next date of hearing
involving a challenge to the IT
Rules or Cable TV
(Amendment) Rules, which are
the subject matter of proceed-
ings in these cases,” the bench

said and posted the matter for
hearing on May 19. Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta, appear-
ing for the Centre, told the
bench that there are several
petitions in the matter pending
before the apex court.

He said some High Courts
have stayed the statutory regu-
lations and the Centre has filed
special leave petitions (SLPs)
against those orders. 

“Can your lordships con-
sider granting stay so far as
transfer petitions are concerned
so that no further orders are
passed,” Mehta said. The bench
also issued notices on the peti-
tions before it in which notices
were not yet issued. 

After the apex court stayed
further proceedings before the
HCs in these matters, one of the
advocates appearing in the mat-
ter said they had filed a petition
before the Kerala High Court
which had passed an interim
order. “We are not interfering
with those interim orders as of
now,” the bench observed.

"(����.������

	�� �
� ������56�/
�
��343�
��������� !�(�
���

����

	��

���
	���
�� ��	
����


Video conference fatigue, commonly
known as ‘Zoom fatigue’, is more com-

mon among young and introvert women
than others, according to a study published
in International Journal of Environmental
Research and Public Health. The
researchers have also found a number of
factors that they believe contribute to
‘Zoom fatigue’.

Covid-19 pandemic induced a boom
in both private and professional video-
conferencing in the early 2020s that elicit-
ed controversial public and academic
debates about its pros and cons.

One main concern has been the phe-
nomenon of videoconference fatigue.

A group of researchers at Blekinge
Institute of Technology in Sweden studied
the phenomenon of video conference
fatigue and concluded that age, gender and
personality play a role in how tired you get.

"We have found direct evidence that
age, gender and personality affect. For
example, young introvert women are
affected more than others. But Zoom
fatigue depends on many factors, ranging
from personal circumstances via the meet-
ing's organisation and technology, to the
environment in which the video confer-
ence takes place," said Markus Fiedler,
researcher at the Institute.

However, the researchers believe that
doing some simple things can reduce
Zoom fatigue. These include not sched-

uling meetings one after the other; using
simple technology; raising your hand if you
want to speak during meetings and turn-
ing off the microphone and camera when
it is not needed.

"Most likely, we are heading to a hybrid
future with daily face-to-face and video-
conference meetings that both should
spare us from fatigue but save and even fuel
our physical and mental energy," Fiedler
said.

The researchers state that more
research and evidence is needed when it
comes to the contributing factors behind
Zoom fatigue. They also mean that
research is needed on other ways of com-
municating, for example, immersive expe-
riences and technology.
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The Delhi High Court on
Monday expressed its con-

cern over the scene showing
the sex determination of a foe-
tus in the trailer of Ranveer
Singh-starrer Jayeshbhai
Jordaar' and told the makers of
the film that the illegal prac-
tice can't be trivialised or
shown to be done in a routine
manner. 

The bench, headed by
Acting Chief Justice Vipin
Sanghi, which was hearing a
PIL seeking deletion of the
scene from the movie, asked
Yash Raj Films to show it the
relevant portions of the movie
and said that the “overall mes-
sage” may be good but it can-
not be projected that pregnant
woman can be taken to any
clinic with a sonogram
machine to find the sex of the
foetus. 

“You take instructions

otherwise we will have to stay,”
said the bench, also compris-
ing Navin Chawla, after watch-
ing the trailer of the film
scheduled to be released on
May 13.  You see there is noth-
ing to show that the lady is
taken clandestinely or that
this is not legal or actors are
aware (in the scene) that it is
an offence. What is coming
out is that any pregnant
woman can be taken to a cen-
tre with a sonogram machine
and this can be done in a rou-
tine manner,” said the court. 

“Don't trivialise it to show
that anybody can walk into
any clinic and get it done. The
dramatization should be that
they are aware (that it is ille-
gal) but it is still being done,”
it further stated.  Senior advo-
cate Jayant Mehta, appearing
for the filmmakers, said that
the “movie is about something
illegal” and carries a disclaimer
concerning the illegality of
the act in question.  
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The Delhi High Court on
Monday directed the

Centre to complete within six
weeks the process of appoint-
ment of Chairman and a
Member for the Principal
Bench of the Customs, Central
Excise and Service Tax
Settlement Commission. 

The HC further said that
the process of appointment of
Vice-Chairman and one mem-
ber for the additional bench of
the Commission at Mumbai be
completed within six weeks.
HC also directed the central
government to examine the
aspect of appointment of Vice-
Chairman and other mem-
bers for the benches of the
Settlement Commission at
Chennai and Kolkata. 

“We firstly direct that the
process of appointment of
Chairman and one Member
for the Principal Bench at
Delhi and appointment of

Vice-Chairman and one
Member for the Additional
Bench at Mumbai be complet-
ed within six weeks. We further
direct the respondents to
examine the aspect of appoint-
ment of Vice-Chairman and
other Members for the
Benches at Chennai and
Kolkata,” a bench of Acting
Chief Justice Vipin Sanghi and
Justice Navin Chawla said. 

The bench said that it
hopes and expects the
Government to act in time so
that, at the end of one year,
“We are not faced with the
same situation again, when
the tenure of the new
appointees expires in terms of
the decision communicated
vide letter dated April 29, 2022
taken note of hereinabove”. It
asked the authorities to file a

further status report on the
aspect before the next date of
hearing, that is, July 20. 

The court was hearing a
petition by Yashpal Singh alleg-
ing that the Centre has failed
to appoint members as
required by law in the
Settlement Commissions
established under Central
Excise Act, which is giving rise
to pendency of applications.
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The CBI has filed a corruption case
against Sushanta Mallick, a former

staffer of the then Minister of State for
Heavy Industries and Public Enterprises
Babul Supriyo, who quit BJP and joined
Trinamool Congress a few months back.

Supriyo was the Heavy Industries
Minister from July 2016 to May 2019.

Executives of Engineering Projects
India Limited (EPIL), under the Ministry
of Heavy Industries and Public Enterprises,
were involved in corruption along with the
then staffer of Supriyo, according to the
FIR.

The then executives of EPIL conspired
and demanded Rs 50 lakh from Ashutosh
Bandhopadhayay, for providing favour for

the tenders awarded and being awarded by
EPIL during the period 2016-2017.

“Verification has revealed that out of
Rs 50 lakh, Rs 40 lakh were to be given to
SPS Bakshi, the then CMD, EPIL and Rs
10 lakh were to be given to Harcharan Pal,
the then Executive Director (Contracts)
and Paritosh Kumar Praveen, the then
Manager (Grade II), EPIL.

Verification has revealed that SPS
Bakshi had got conveyed to Ashutosh
Bandhopadhayay through RS Tyagi, the
then DGM (contractual basis) that out of
the bribe amount of Rs 40 lakh, Rs 5 lakh
be transferred into the bank account of
Sushanta Mallick, staff of the then Minister
of State for Heavy Industries and Public
Enterprises,” reads the FIR.

The accused have been booked under
Indian Penal Code section relating to crim-

inal conspiracy besides provisions of the
Prevention of Corruption Act. The agency
registered the case on Saturday evening.

Supriyo promptly reacted to the devel-
opment he knew that something of this
type would come to him and asking why
a case dating back to 2016-17 had to be dug
up now. “I knew something of this type was
coming for me because I had left the BJP
… besides I have no idea as to why a case
of 2016 was dug upnow … an FIR was
lodged in 2021 and proceedings started in
2022,” the former Union Minister said.
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As stand-offs persist at the Line of
Actual Control(LAC) in Ladakh for

the last more than two years, Army Chief
General Manoj Pande said here on
Monday the basic issue is to resolve the
boundary question but China is “keep-
ing it alive.”

Assuring the nation that adequate
number of troops are deployed to meet
any threat, Pande, who assumed charge
of the top job on May one, said India is
firm on the point that status quo ante
prior to April 2020 be restored.

He said the basic issue with China
remains the resolution of the boundary
question but Beijing's intent has been to
keep it "alive." Making this assertion
while interacting with media, the Army
Chief said instructions to the troops on
the ground are clear. They have to
remain firm and resolute in their tasks.

Pande said the Indian troops con-
tinue to hold "important positions" along
the LAC and the Army has a "robust pos-
ture" to confront any situation.

"What we need as a country is a
'whole of nation' approach and in the mil-
itary domain, this is to prevent and
counter any attempt to alter the status
quo at the LAC," he added.

Given this back-
drop, the parleys at
diplomatic and mili-
tary talks between
the two sides result-
ed in the disengage-
ment of troops on
the north and south
banks of Pangong
Tso, Gogra and
Patrolling Point 14 in
Galwan, the Army
Chief said.  He also
said "We hope to find
resolution through
dialogue in remain-
ing areas."

The aim is to establish trust and tran-
quility on both sides but it cannot be a
"one-way affair", he said.

As regards the fall-out of the ongo-
ing Ukraine conflict, Pande said  fore-
most is that relevance of conventional
wars still remains and they need not nec-
essarily be short and swift.  He also said
the Army’s supply chains were impact-
ed to “some extent” but they have suffi-
cient stocks to last for a “reasonable” peri-
od of time.He also said the conflict has
taught a lesson and that is to be   self
reliant in terms of weapons, armaments,
equipment and spares from outside.

“We are dependent on certain
weapon systems specially in the area of
air defence, rockets, missiles and certain
tanks from Russia and Ukraine,” he
said.Admitting that the supply chain of
certain spares and ammunition was
impacted to some extent, Pane, howev-
er, assured the army has adequate stocks
to last for a reasonable period of time.

In order to address this issue, India
is looking at certain alternate ways and
identifying alternate sources from friend-
ly foreign countries while in the long
term, this is also an opportunity for the
private industry to step up production
and meet the requirements, he said.
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ASpecial Court in Mumbai
issued a notice to

Independent MP from
Amravati Naveent Rana and
her MLA-husband Ravi Rana
for allegedly violating one of
the bail conditions in the case
involving their arrest over
threat to recite “Hanuman
Chalisa” in front of  chief min-
ister Uddhav Thackeray’s pri-
vate residence “Matoshri” at
Bandra  in north-west Mumbai.

After hearing an applica-
tion filed by the Mumbai police
seeking cancellation of bail of
the Rana couple for violating a
bail condition, Special judge
RN Rokade for MPs and MLAs
cases issued to Navneet and
Ravi Rana and directed the
couple to remain present in
Court on May 18.

Ranas were arrested on
April 23 for offences registered
initially against them under
sections 153A (causing enmi-

ty between different groups), 34
(common intention) and later
under section 124A (sedition)
of IPC for challenging the gov-
ernment machinery and mak-
ing remarks against
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray in a con-
troversy arising out of their
threat to recite “Hanuman
Chalisa” in front of
Maharashtra chief minister
Uddhav Thackeray’s Bandra
residence.

On April 24, a holiday
court remanded the Ranas in
judicial custody for 14 days.
Special Judge Rokade granted
them bail on May 4

In their application filed
before the Special Court, the
Mumbai police said that one of
the bail conditions imposed on
the Ranas was that they would
not talk to the press on the sub-
ject. In one of the conditions
imposed on the Ranas while
granting bail on May 4, the
court had said: “The applicants

shall not address the press,
print or visual media on any of
the subjects which relate to this
case". The police told the court
that this condition was violat-
ed by the politician couple on
Sunday.

In their application, the
Mumbai police referred to the
statement made by Navneet to
the media after her discharge
from the Lila Hospital on
Sunday. “If reading of
"Hanuman chalisa" is an
offence I am ready to remain
behind the bars for 14 years.
…The Ram Bhaktas and
Hanuman Bhaktas all over
India will teach you a lesson for
putting me behind the bars.
You have committed atrocity
on me in the name of Ram and
Hanuman. the people will show
you as to what happens to the
persons who oppose Ram and
Hanuman,” the Mumbai police
said in their application quot-
ing Navenet’s statement to the
media.

Navneet’s MLA-husband
Ravi Rana – while interacting
with the media – had charged
that the MVA government took
forcible action against his MP-
wife as chief minister Uddhav
Thackeray was “scared of her”.
He alleged that the police treat-
ed Navneet and him badly
denying them basic facilities at
the police lockup on the first
day of their arrest.                  

The police urged the court
for issuance of non-bailable
warrants of arrest against the
couple.

Special Police Prosecutor
Pradip Gharat argued that that
their application was not for
cancellation of bail but for
issuance of non-bailable war-
rant against the Rana couple, as
the bail order stipulated that
violation of condition would
entail cancellation of bail forth-
with.

Alluding to a statement
made by Navneet  on Sunday
daring Maharashtra chief min-

ister Uddhav Thackeray to
contest and win against her
from any constituency in the
state, Gharat said: “She

(Navneet) has given open chal-
lenge after coming out and this
is a challenge to the order of the
court. It is like them saying you

do whatever you want”.
After hearing from the

Special Public Prosecutor for a
while, the Special Judge issued

notice to Navneet and Ravi
Rana and directed them to
remain present in the court on
May 18.
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Seeking to corner on the
claims of ill-health made by

Independent MP Navneet
Rana, a team of senior Shiv
Sena leaders visited Lilavati
Hospital — where she was
admitted after she was granted
bail in the “Hanuman Chalisa”
case — and questioned the
doctors about the nature of
treatment that she underwent
at the hospital.

Immediately after the Sena
team’s visit to the hospital, the
H-West Ward Office of the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) issued a
notice to the Lilavati Hospital
seeking an explanation on sev-

eral alleged violations of med-
ical norms that have come to
light during the team’s visit to
the hospital.

During the questioning of
the doctors at the hospital, the
Sena team — comprising

Dr. Manisha Kayande,  for-
mer Mayor Kishori Pednekar
who is a professional nurse ,
Rahul N Kanal and Anil S
Kokil — sought details of the
MRI scanning done on
Navneet at the hospital and
sought explanation for the
‘wrongdoings’ as seen in pho-
tos/videos circulated on social
media in the past few days.

“How was ‘shooting’ of
photographs and videos per-
mitted inside the MRI room,

under what circumstances and
who authorised it,”Dr. Kayande
asked.

“Why were mobiles, cam-
eras with metallic, electric or
electronic devices allowed in
the MRI room when it is
banned as per the hospital
rules for such sensitive loca-
tions,” Pednekar wanted to
know. Kanal and Kokil wanted
to know how certain ‘unau-
thorised persons’ were alleged-
ly allowed entry to the VVIP
patients' room and even posing
for selfies with the MP.

Dr. Kayande and Pednekar
wondered how the lady MP –
who had complained of severe
back pain and spondylosis – was
made to lie on her back, how she

lifted her head when being
rolled inside the MRI machine.

“When she was rushed to
the hospital, she appeared in
great distress… then all these
pictures/videos came out and
on Sunday she was discharged,
she looked hale and hearty. She
looked absolutely fit and fine,
quite contrary to her earlier
severe medical condition.
That’s why we have raised our
doubts,” Dr. Kayande  said.

During its visit, the Sena
leaders handed over a letter to
the Hospital COO & Senior
Consultant, Lt.Gen.(retd) Dr. V.
Ravishankar seeking replies to
the purported irregularities
perpetrated during Navneet’s
hospitalisation.
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On a day Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee

lamented the failure of the
Central Bureau of Investigation
to track the Nobel medallion of
Poet Laureate Rabindranath
Tagore, senior Bengal BJP
leader Rahul Sinha on Monday
alleged it was her Trinamool
Congress that had links with
the Nobel theft.

Sinha, a former State BJP
president, recalled how the
Chief Minister once asked the
CBI to transfer the case to the
State police which would in no
time track down the medallion
that was stolen from
Shantiniketan about 15 years
ago.

“The Chief Minister once
claimed that “if CBI cannot
recover the Nobel medallion
then the case should be given
to the State police which would
track it down in no time …
Truth to be told TMC had con-
nections with the Nobel theft
… they are involved in all
kinds of illegal activities … this
is proved by the TMC

Government’s non-coopera-
tion with CBI in tracking the
Nobel medallion,” Sinha said
inviting immediate response
from Trinamool Congress
spokesperson Kunal Ghosh
who reminded “when Nobel
prize was stolen TMC was not
in power.

Sinha’s comment came on
a day when the Chief Minister
while addressing the intelli-
gentsia on the occasion of
Tagore’s 161st birth anniversary
expressed her displeasure at
how the central investigating
agency failed to track down
“Asia’s Nobel Medallion.”

Tagore was the first Asian
to win a Nobel Prize in the year
1913. He won it for his contri-

bution to literature.
She said “it hurts me to

recall how the Nobel Prize
which was stolen during the
Left Front rule could not be
recovered … the CBI which
was responsible for cracking
the case could not do so after
so many years … it is the first
Nobel Prize that came to Asia
… It is really shameful to recall
how the medallion was stolen
and how it continues not to be
found.”

Earlier TMC mouthpiece
Jago Bangla gave out a strong
message to the central agency
demanding immediate recov-
ery of the Nobel medallion.
The article read “Listen CBI.
We want the Nobel Prize back.”

Incidentally the CBI has
been investigating about a
dozen cases of corruption and
violence related to the
Trinamool Congress func-
tionaries. Much to the chagrin
of the Bengal ruling outfit the
Calcutta High Court last
month transferred at least five
cases of violence and corrup-
tion — involving a senior
Bengal minister — to the CBI.

����	�+$&���$���
�����


The National
Investigation Agency

(NIA) on Monday carried
out raids at 24 places in
Mumbai and five places in
the adjoining Mira-
Bhayandar in a case filed
against D (Dawood)-company
for various  criminal activities,
including arms smuggling,
narco-terrorism, money laun-
dering, allegedly indulged in by
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) and
three other international ter-
rorist organisations.

During the raids conduct-
ed on premises belonging to
suspected associates of Dawood
Ibrahim, the NIA seizwed var-
ious incriminating materials
including electronic devices,
documents of investments in
real estate, cash and firearms.

The raids  were conducted
as part of the investigations into
a case pertaining to terror/
criminal activities of the inter-
national terrorist network of D-
Company involving Dawood

Ibrahim Kaskar and his asso-
ciates including Haji Anees
alias Anees Ibrahim Shaikh,
Shakeel Shaikh alias Chhota
Shakeel, Javed Patel @ Javed
Chikna and Ibrahim Mushtaq
Abdul Razzaq Memon alias
Tiger Memon.

The NIA said that the
Dawoods and his associates
were indulging in arms smug-
gling, narco-terrorism, money
laundering, circulation of Fake
Indian Currency Notes (FICN)
and were in unauthorised pos-
session/involved in acquisition
of key assets for raising terror
funds and working in active
collaboration with interna-
tional terrorist organization
Including Lashkar-e-Taiba
(LeT), Jaish-e-Mohammad
(JeM) and Al Qaeda (AQ).
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In the Aligarh district of
Uttar Pradesh, a case of

an AMU assistant pro-
fessor has come to the
fore of giving triple talaq
to his wife. The case has
been registered against
Asad,  assistant professor
of Aligarh Muslim
University (AMU) at
Qwarsi police station for
dowry harassment and
giving triple talaq to his
wife. It is alleged that before
marriage, it was decided to get
her M.Tech done, but after
marriage instead of getting her
educated, they started harass-
ing her for dowry. The police
have started investigation by
registering a case against the
professor husband and other
in-laws and efforts are on to
arrest him.

According to the lawsuit
filed by Farheen Izhar, a resi-
dent of Iqra Colony Pool
House, she was married on
November 9, 2021, with Asad
Mohammad, Assistant

Professor in the Faculty of
Computer Engineering, AMU.
Before marriage, it was decid-
ed to do M.Tech, but after mar-
riage, the in-laws retracted and
started asking for ten lakh
rupees in dowry, land or flat
from her. During this, then
they started harassing her by
making various allegations and
left her at the maternal home
on 14 February. Under com-
pulsion, the woman took refuge
in the court and filed a domes-
tic violence and cost suit, whose
notice reached the in-laws'
house. Due to this the in-laws

got upset. 
It is alleged that on the

morning of May 6, she was
going from Nizami Pulia with
her sister-in-law. Then the hus-
band left her on the way after
giivng her triple talaq. In this
case, apart from the husband,
a case has been registered
against brother in law Alam,
Anas, mother-in-law, in which
there is also an allegation of
threatening over the phone.
Inspector Qwarsi said that a
case has been registered under
sections of Dowry, Harassment
and Muslim Marriage Act.

-&(�	��$
##������� 0���


What makes the by-election
in the Thrikkakara

assembly constituency near
Ernakulam scheduled for May
31 is the presence of 63-year-
old K Padmarajan in the arena.
This is the 229th election being
fought by this small-time busi-
nessman from Mettur in Salem
district. While Uma Thomas
(Congress) and Dr Joe Joseph
(CPI-M), the main candidates
are fighting it out to be victo-
rious, Padmarajan has no such
intentions. He is on a mission
to create a world record and
enter the Guinness Book of
World Record as the candidate
who has contested the highest
number of elections and lost
them all.

Padmarajan was the first
candidate to submit the nom-
ination papers when the
returning officer began accept-
ing the same last Monday.
After filing the nomination
papers he returned to Mettur,
his native village in Salem
where he has a mini tyre ser-

vicing shop. “My
nomination papers are
faultless and the offi-
cials would not reject
it,” he told The
Pioneer. But his
attempts to contest the
presidential elections
and Rajya Sabha elec-
tions failed as the
papers were rejected
for insufficient num-
ber of nominators.

“My father wants
to tell the world that
democracy is func-
tional and kicking in
India. His message is
that anyone in the
country could contest the Lok
Sabha or Legislative Assembly.
I always support him in this
venture which he started in
1988,” said Sreejesh, his son.
Padmarajan has spent Rs 50
lakh since 1988 to file the
nominations. Except when his
papers were rejected during the
presidential and Rajya Sabha
polls, he had to forfeit the
security deposits.

The name of Padmarajan

figures in India Book of
Records as well as Limca Book
of Records whih have hon-
oured the man with the title All
India Election King. But do not
be under the impression that he
has not polled any votes in
these bouts. When he contest-
ed the 2019 Lok Sabha election
from Wynadu in Kerala where
the Congress  chief Rahul
Gandhi was the principal can-
didate, Padmarajan polled, hold

your breath, 1850 votes  and
that too without any cam-
paigning.

Padmarajan is an inspira-
tion for A N Radhakrishnan,
the BJP candidate at
Thrikkakkara. Radhakrishnan
is contesting his 7th election,
having lost in all the six previ-
ous hustings. But the BJP can-
didate is optimistic  despite him
biting the dust in all the six out-
ings.
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Samajwadi Party is unlikely to
support the candidature of

its ally and Rashtriya Lok Dal
president Jayant Chaudhary
for the Rajya Sabha.

The terms and conditions
agreed upon between the two
parties for the pre-poll alliance
for UP assembly elections
included a seat in Rajya Sabha
for Jayant Chaudhary.

“The Samajwadi Party
leadership may rescind its offer
of Rajya Sabha seat to Jayant
Chaudhary. Jayant Chaudhary
is not indispensable for us. The
SP has many Jat leaders and
giving Rajya Sabha seat to
Jayant Chaudhary will bring no
additional benefits for us, a SP
leader said.

However, a former MLC of
the Samajwadi Party said, “If
the SP fails to support the
candidature of Jayant
Chaudhary then its alliance

with the RLD will end and the
party will suffer a huge setback
in western UP.”

Sources in the Samajwadi
Party said the visit of Jayant
Chaudhary to Rampur where
he met the family members of
jailed SP MLA Mohammad
Azam Khan and his visits to
other places along with Bhim
army chief Chandrasekhar had
not gone down well with SP
chief Akhilesh Yadav.

“Jayant Chaudhary, after
meeting the wife and son of
Azam Khan in Rampur, had
said the family was in trouble
and that was why he visited
them in Rampur. This is a clear
instance of interference in the
internal affairs of the
Samajwadi Party and this is
unacceptable,” a SP MLA said
and added, “This is clearly a red
signal to the Samajwadi Party.”

Moreover, the MLA said
the action of Jayant Chaudhary
clearly demonstrated that he

could join hands with Shivpal
Singh Yadav and Azam Khan
and pose a big challenge to the
leadership of Akhilesh 
Yadav. 

“If Akhilesh Yadav denies
Rajya Sabha seat to Jayant
Chaudhary, then he will scout
for new partners. If this hap-
pens then the Samajwadi Party
will lose support in western UP
and also face difficulty in keep-
ing together the flock of 34
Muslim MLAs who won the
2022 UP assembly elections,” he
added.

The sources said, “Akhilesh
Yadav has the immediate task
of healing the widening schism
with the allies otherwise they
may go for better options. The
Rajya Sabha elections and pres-
idential elections in July will
reveal whether Akhilesh Yadav
is a shrewd politician or has
failed in the quicksand of UP
politics.

After losing four elections

in the last eight years (2014 and
2019 Lok Sabha polls and 2017
and 2022 UP assembly elec-
tions), Akhilesh Yadav is strug-
gling to strengthen his control
over the party and thwart
attempts by his estranged uncle
Shivpal Yadav to sabotage the
political interests of the
Samajwadi Party. Akhilesh
Yadav also wants to contain the
dissent by accommodating the
allies in Rajya Sabha, for which
elections are to be held in July.
As many as 11 Rajya Sabha
members from Uttar Pradesh
are retiring in 
July.

Samajwadi Party and its
allies have 125 members in the
UP assembly — 111 members
of the SP, six of Suheldev
Bhartiya Samaj Party and eight
of Rashtriya Lok Dal. If the SP-
led alliance contests the Rajya
Sabha elections unitedly, its
three candidates can be elect-
ed to the Rajya Sabha.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will inaugurate the

third groundbreaking ceremo-
ny to be held in Lucknow on
June 3.

The ceremony will be held
at Indira Gandhi Pratishthan.

With this ceremony, work
on industrial projects worth Rs
70,000 crore would commence.
This would be the third
groundbreaking ceremony
under the Yogi Adityanath
government in the last five
years.

Top personalities of Indian
corporate world are likely to be
present in the ceremony.

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Monday
reviewed the preparations for
the ceremony and issued nec-
essary instructions to the offi-
cials.

In the proposed ceremony

scheduled in the first week of
June, chairmen, chief executive
officers and directors of Adani
group, Microsoft India,
Reliance Industries,
Hiranandani Group, Birla’s,
ITC Group along with many
other prominent corporate
houses would be present.

In the programme, work
would begin on more than
1,500 industrial projects worth
Rs 70,000 crore. Among the
prominent projects that would
take off in the ceremony are Rs
4,900-crore and Rs 9,100-crore
data centres of Adani and
Hiranandani groups respec-
tively along with Rs 2,100-
crore software development
centres of Microsoft.

Besides, the work on
cement manufacturing plant of
Rs 600 crore by Dalmia Group
in Mirzapur and detergent
plant of Hindustan Unilever
Limited would also begin.

According to the officials of
the Industrial Development
department of UP, of the pro-
jects beginning in the ceremo-
ny Rs 21,000 crore investment
is in the information technol-
ogy (IT) and electronic sector
only. Besides, many other pro-
jects of micro, small and medi-
um enterprises (MSME), tex-
tile, tourism, energy, food pro-
cessing and pharma would
also begin.

It may be mentioned that
during the previous tenure of
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, an Investors’
Summit was held in Lucknow
on February 21 and 22 in 2018
in which 1,065 memorandums
of understanding worth Rs
4.65 lakh crore were signed. In
the presence of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, a large num-
ber of MoUs were signed for
big infrastructure projects of
UP.
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Suheldev Bhartiya Samaj
Party (SBSP) president Om

Prakash Rajbhar, an ally of
Samajwadi Party, has struck a
discordant note. Though his
party is part of the Samajwadi
Party led alliance, Rajbhar is
claiming to lead from the front
for  forging a coalition of par-
ties against the 
Bharatiya Janata Party, 
for 2024 Lok Sabha 
elections.

Rajbhar, however, said the
Samajwadi Party-led alliance
that contested the 2022 assem-
bly election in Uttar Pradesh
would remain. “The alliance
with Akhilesh Yadav, Sanjay
Chauhan and Jayant

Chaudhary will continue,” he
said. Rajbhar, the former BJP
ally in Uttar Pradesh, walked
out of the alliance over the
reservation issue and joined the
opposition led by Samajwadi
Party chief Akhilesh Yadav
and contested the 
recently concluded assembly
elections in alliance with 
the SP.

Rajbhar said he recently
met Trinamool Congress chief
and West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee,
Nationalist Congress Party
chief Sharad Pawar, Shiv Sena
president and Maharashtra
Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray and Rashtriya Janata
Dal chief Lalu Prasad 
Yadav.
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The Station House
Officer (SHO) of an

all-women police station
and a lady Sub-Inspector
in Meerut district have
been suspended on
charges of demanding a
bribe of Rs 1 lakh to
remove the name of an accused
in a case, officials disclosed.

A case of corruption has
been registered against the two
at the Civil Lines police station
and departmental inquiry has
also been ordered against them,
according to the officials.

Meerut’s Superintendent
of Police (City) Vineet
Bhatnagar said that investi-
gating officer, Sub-Inspector
Ritu Kajla, and Monika Jindal,
the SHO of the all-women
police station, had demanded
Rs 1 lakh from an Army jawan,
to remove his name from the

list of accused in a case.
He added that Senior

Superintendent of Police
Prabhakar Chaudhary had
asked the SP (Rural) to probe
the matter, and in the inquiry
Jindal and Ritu Kajla were
found to be guilty. He said
based on the probe report, a
case had been registered against
both the officers.

Both the female police per-
sonnel were suspended on the
orders of the SSP, Bhatnagar
said. The incident came to
light when the Army jawan
made a video of the two police

officers demanding money and
complained against them to the
SSP.

Meanwhile in Khwajgipur
village under Pachdevra police
station of Hardoi district, two
children drowned in the river.

Four children, Titu (8) son
of Hukum Singh of Khwajgipur
village in Pachdevra police sta-
tion area, his friends Pappu
(12), Maruti  (9) and Prem (7),
were grazing cattle on the
banks of river Garra on Sunday
evening. After some time they
went to bathe in the river and
started drowning.

While two children were
rescued in time by the villagers,
the other two drowned in the
river. The divers recovered the
bodies of both the children
from the river. The deceased
were identified as Titu and
Pappu. The police registered a
case and sent the bodies for
post-mortem.
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However, the case of India is dif-
ferent from the rest of the
world as the LFPR here is not
only lower, but, falling. This
affects the UER because the
LFPR is the base, i.e. the denom-
inator on which the UER is cal-
culated. The LFPR is around 60
per cent the world over, but, in
India, it has been sliding over
the last decade and shrunk
from 47 per cent in 2016 to 40
per cent in 2021. 

The interpretation of data
on employment shows that the
jobs are available, but, the
salaries are so low that they don’t
attract young people. So, they
either prefer to remain unem-
ployed or to altogether get out
of the workforce. This is truer
in the case of graduates and
postgraduates because there is
a total mismatch between edu-
cation and job industry. This
leads to a frustrating situation
because, initially, they are
offered jobs which are below
their qualification and dignity
which they decline, but, later on
having no choice they are forced
to accept the same jobs. Looking
at the global employment work-
force data, we find that in rich
countries, the LFPR is about 60
per cent; in poor countries, it is
about 65 per cent; and in lower
middle income countries like
India, about 53 per cent of those
in the working age population
are in the labour force.

According to CMIE data,
five years ago, India’s LFPR was
48 per cent which consisted of

not just those who were work-
ing or were looking for work,
but, also of those who wanted
to work, but were not actively
seeking it. An additional 60 mil-
lion people should have joined
the labour force by 2021-22 if
our LFPR had stayed at that
level. Instead, our labour force
has dropped by 22 million and
the LFPR has come down to 42
per cent. Some 575 million peo-
ple should have been either
working or looking for jobs if
the LFPR had been similar to
that of other lower-middle
income countries. 

Instead, our labour force
consists of just 452 million
which means about 120 million
people who should participate
have withdrawn from it. For
clarity, let us assume that there
are 100 people in the working
age group, but only 60 ask for
jobs, i.e. the LFPR is 60 per cent.
Out of them, 6 don’t get the job.
This would imply a UER of 10
per cent. Now, let us consider a
different situation, when the
LFPR has fallen to 40 per cent
and, as such, only 40 people are
demanding work. Out of them,
only 2 people fail to get a job.
The UER would have fallen to
5 per cent and it would have
appeared that the economy is
doing better on the jobs front.
But, in reality, beyond the 2 who
are unemployed, a total of 20
people have stopped demand-
ing work. Typically, this happens
when people in the working age
get disheartened by not finding

quality work of their choice.
Something similar has hap-
pened in the case of India. Every
time when the LFPR falls, the
UER also falls because fewer
people are now demanding
jobs — giving an incorrect
impression to policymakers
that the situation has improved.

Several reasons are attrib-
uted to such a dismal situation.
The official government version
is that a large number of young
people of 15-19 age group are
enrolled in schools and colleges
and are not inclined towards
taking jobs. Another reason
given is that the emergence of
affluent middle class families
has made the demands of jobs
irrelevant which seems unlike-
ly. Yet another reason is that
many young people have shift-
ed to their villages during the
pandemic and have started
their own businesses or taken
jobs under MNERGA.
Distribution of free ration has
made the workforce idle is
quoted as one of the reasons.
However, the most convincing
answer is women leaving the
workforce in large numbers
and pushing down the overall
labour force participation.
According to CMIE data, in
December 2021, while the male
LFPR was 67.4 per cent, the
female LFPR was as low as 9.4
per cent. In 2021, the overall
unemployment rate for men
was about 9 per cent, whereas
for women it was 27 per cent,
the situation being worse in
urban areas where women
unemployment rate is 36 per
cent, three times that of men.
Main reasons being adverse and
insecure working conditions,
discrimination at work and
societal norms, low wages, vio-
lence against women, etc. This
gender imbalance in employ-
ment and opportunities of earn-
ing livelihood needs immediate
correction. Undoubtedly, the
unemployment situation is seri-
ous and demands immediate
attention of the government and
policy makers.

(The writer is a senior
journalist and Chairman,
Panwar Group of Institutions,
Solan, Himachal Pradesh. The
views expressed are personal.)
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Sir — According to a report, the Mumbai
Police has filed an application in a spe-
cial court for cancellation of the bail
given to Independent MP Navneet Rana
and her MLA-husband Ravi Rana,
accused in a sedition case following a row
over the recitation of Hanuman Chalisa.

The police want the couple’s bail to
be cancelled as it violated one of the con-
ditions imposed by the special court
while granting them bail last week.
Navneet, the Lok Sabha member from
Amravati in Maharashtra, and her hus-
band Ravi, the legislator from Badnera
in Amravati, were arrested by the
Mumbai police on April 23 after they
announced that they would recite the
Hanuman Chalisa outside Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray’s private residence
‘Matoshree’ in Bandra area. They were
booked on charges of sedition and
prompting enmity between different
groups. The special court had on May 4
granted bail to the couple and imposed
some conditions on them, including not
to indulge in a similar offence and not
to speak to the media. On Monday May
9, the Khar police filed an application
through a special public prosecutor, seek-
ing that the court cancel the couple’s bail
as they had allegedly violated the con-
dition of not speaking to the media. With
this development there is more trouble
for the couple duo.

Bhagwan Thadani | Mumbai
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Sir — The Constitution (Eighty-Sixth
Amendment) Act, 2002 incorporated
Article 21-A in the Constitution of
India to provide free and compulsory
education to all children in the age of six
to fourteen years as a fundamental
right. The development has come at a
time when effort is on to privatise edu-
cation, setting aside the Eighty-Sixth
Amendment.

Data between September 2018 and
September 2019 shows that the number
of government schools in the country has
reduced by 51 thousand. The number of

private schools has increased from 11
thousand 7 hundred in the same period.
Putting education in the hands of busi-
nessmen is not a good sign as the poor
will find it hard to get education. On one
hand, there is talk of bringing revolution
in the field of education with the new
education policy and on the other hand,
by handing it over to the merchants, only
the wealthy are being ensured access to
it. What is the contradiction?

Jang Bahadur Singh | Jamshedpur
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Sir — The ongoing debate that both
online and offline mode of education is
good for students is highly appreciated.

For the most effective result, education-
al experts should discuss the subject
threadbare. 

Projector and screen classes and ani-
mation classes should be termed as
online classes as they reduce time of
drawing big figures on the board (for
subjects such as Biology, Physics,
Chemistry and others). This hybrid
classification can greatly help students
with better understanding of the subject.
Online education saves time of writing
and drawing.

Rishi Nivriti Ridhi | Secunderabad
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India is a society of “young
people’’. With a demographic
profile of 65 per cent of the
population below 35 years of

age, obviously, the country has a
lot of advantages. Youths are gen-
erally upbeat, vibrant, motivated,
more enthusiastic, having more
energy, ready to work for long
hours, take lesser days of leave and
are willing to work for a lower pay.
Unfortunately, the situation is just
the opposite in India. The data
from the Centre for Monitoring
Indian Economy (CMIE) indicates
that India’s Labour Force
Participation Rate (LFPR) has
fallen to 40 per cent from 47 per
cent in 2016. It is a clear indication
that more than half of India’s pop-
ulation in the working age group
is deciding to opt out of the job
market. To be more specific, fewer
youth in the 20-24 age group are
working or looking for employ-
ment. In 2017, about 49 per cent
of them were part of the labour
force which dropped to 38 per cent
in 2021-22. This should have
caused a sharp decline in their
employment rate. Yet, despite that
sharp 11 percentage point decline
in their LFPR, the unemployment
rate in the 20-24 age group rose
from 32 per cent in 2016-17 to 48
per cent in 2021-22, which shows
that nearly half of those in their
early 20s,who wanted to work, are
unemployed.

Before going further, let us
have a basic understanding about
certain important terminologies.
We need to define the Labour
Force (LF) which, according to
CMIE, consists of persons who are
of 15 years of age and older and
belong to the two categories: first
employed, and second  unem-
ployed who are willing to work and
are actively looking for a job. LFPR
is the percentage of the working
age group, i.e. 15 years or older
population that is seeking jobs; it
represents the “demand” for jobs
in an economy and includes both
those who are employed and
those who are unemployed. The
Unemployment Rate (UER) is
the number of unemployed (cat-
egory 2) as a proportion of the
labour force. We, generally, expect
that the LFPR will, by and large,
remain stable. So, any analysis of
unemployment in an economy can
be done just by looking at the UER.
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crore higher than budget 
allocation (BE). 

Subsidy payment on urea was
�105,000 crore - �46,000 crore
higherthan BE (courtesy, increase
in price of imported urea and price
of natural gas). Overall, during
2021-22, the Government spent
�162,000 crore on fertilizer sub-
sidy.

For 2022-23, in the hope that
prices would decline, the Finance
Minister, Nirmala Sitharaman
reduced allocation for fertilizer
subsidy to �105,000 crore includ-
ing �60,000 crore on urea and
�45,000 crore on non-urea fertil-
izers. But thanks to the Ukraine
crisis, these numbers have gone
haywire. Given the profound
implications of war, the prices are
expected to further increase from
the 2021-22 level and stay high for
the whole year.

In this backdrop, the govern-
ment has further hikedsubsidy
on DAP to �50,000 per ton(like-
wise on other P&K). As a result,
the spendduring Kharif (April -
September) 2022 alone would be
�61,000 crore. For the whole year,
it may touch �100,000 crore. With
subsidy on urea also expected to
be much higher than the BE, the
total outgo on fertilizer subsidy
would be over �200,000 crore.  

ndia is impacted because no
effort was made in the past to
reduce dependence on imports
which currently is - Phosphate: 90
percent; Potash: 100 percent; Urea:
33 percent; Gas: 50 percent. Efforts
to reduce this dependence can pay
off only in the long-term.

Meanwhile, the Government
needs to address voids in other
areas namely large-scale diver-
sion of subsidized fertilizers espe-

cially urea; excessive use by farm-
ers; large/rich undeserving farm-
ers getting access to subsidized
material; inflated paymentsmade
tomanufacturers under a cost-
plus regime,etc.

Look at diversion of urea
which could be as high as 30 per-
cent or around 10.2 million ton in
total consumption of 34 million
tons (2021-22). Eliminating itcan
yield saving of about �32,000
crore (10.2x31,000/-being the aver-
age subsidy per ton). Additionally,
even if urea use efficiency
improves by 10 percent, this will
yield further savings of about Rs
7,500 crore [(34-10.2)x0.1x31,000]. 

Likewise, significant savings
are possible if subsidy is denied to
medium and large farmers (land
holding > 2 hectare). Taking their
consumption to be about 25 per-
cent or 6 million tons, excluding
them from the scheme will save
around �19,000 crore (6x31,000).
All these savings add up to �58,500
crore.

Rationalizing payment to man-
ufacturers by encouraging low-cost
firms to supply more and at the
same time, discouraging high-
cost firms will also help in gener-
ating more savings. There is also
ample scope for improving effi-
ciency and reducing cost at vari-
ous levels in the supply and distri-
bution chain.     

All of the above things are
doable. But this will require a
major overhaul of the pricing and
subsidy regime. The Government
should stop routing subsidy
through manufacturers; instead, it
may be given as direct benefit
transfer (DBT) to the farmers on
per hectare basis (albeit to margin-
al and small farmers). The manu-

facturers/importers should be free
to sell at market determinedprice.
Urea import should be freed even
as import of non-urea fertilizers is
already free. 

This will ensure adequate com-
petition amongst suppliers and
survival of the fittest, i.e., those
who can supply at low cost.With
no subsidized fertilizer in the
market (as subsidy goes to farmer’s
account), diversion will be com-
pletely eliminated. Moreover, in
view of MRP reflecting fertilizer’s
true cost, farmers will use judi-
ciously - taking into account
soil/crop requirement - leading to
improved efficiency of use and
reduction of imbalance in fertiliz-
er use.   

The Government also needs to
look into the extant taxation struc-
ture. Currently, all fertilizers attract
GST (Goods and Services Tax) @
5 percent. Phosphoric acid and
ammonia (raw materials used for
making P&K fertilizers) attract
GST @ 12 percent and 18 percent
respectively. Natural gas (it is out-
side GST) attracts VAT which can
go up to a high of 21 percent say
in Uttar Pradesh. 

It makes no sense to impose
tax on fertilizers only to be reim-
bursed as additional subsidy. Gas
should be brought under GST and
put under 5 percent slab. GST on
phos acid and ammonia should be
lowered from existing 12 per-
cent/18 percent to 5 percent each.  

The DBT regime can help in
drastically reducing subsidy even
in the face of high international
prices of fertilizers. But, kicking
these reforms will require taking
the bull (read: all those who are
unfairly benefiting from the exist-
ing dispensation) by the horns. 
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(The writer is a policy
analyst. The views

expressed are personal.)

We were talking recent-
ly about how clever
the Ukrainians had

been to call the invading
Russian troops ‘Orcs’ even
before all the atrocities in the
Russian-occupied towns around
Kyiv came to light. Then Tina
said: “If Putin’s troops are Orcs,
then he must be Sauron.”

You can guess what hap-
pened next. We started trying to
link other characters in the
current drama with other char-
acters from ‘The Lord of the
Rings’, which many have begun
to see as a tract for our times.
Frodo was easy: that’s Ukraine’s
president Volodymyr Zelensky,
diminutive, vulnerable, but also
very brave.

We couldn’t figure out who
plays Aragorn, but France’s
newly re-elected president,
Emmanuel Macron, is a dead

ringer for Legolas. Britain’s
Prime Minister Boris Johnson is
one of the more boastful and
self-serving dwarves, not Gimli
but maybe Bombur.

Alexander Dugin, also
known as ‘Putin’s Brain’, is the
obvious candidate for the role of
Saruman. He’s the Christian
fascist philosopher who advis-
es Sauron/Putin on how to
destroy the West, ‘the kingdom
of the antichrist’ that seeks to
submerge Russia in ‘the abyss of
chaos and corruption.’ But I’m
getting too technical here.

Joe Biden is Treebeard, the
eldest of the Ents, and I’ll leave
it to you to flesh out the rest of
the characters in this low-bud-
get remake of LOTR. But do let
me know if you figure out
where the hell Gandalf is when
we need him. Probably late, as
usual. But here’s the thing.

Comparing the war in Ukraine
to the Lord of the Rings is a
harmless after-dinner game,
but it’s a very poor guide to pol-
icy. Yet many Western leaders
are starting to sound like J.R.R.
Tolkien is their speech-writer.
That’s clear evidence that they’re
losing the plot.

It’s perfectly normal for war
aims to expand after an early
success, but it’s usually a mis-
take. Ukraine didn’t collapse in

the face of the Russian invasion,
which was what both Putin and
everybody in Western leader-
ship positions expected it to do.

So Western pundits (and
even Western politicians) are
now predicting that Ukraine
will reconquer not just the land
Russia conquered since
February, but also the territory
that it seized in 2014. That may
be possible despite Russia’s
three-time-bigger population

and tenfold bigger economy,
though I doubt it. 

But are the Ukrainians sure
they want to push a nuclear-
armed enemy who has shown
himself to be irrational and
unstable into such a humiliating
corner? Are they sure their
Western supporters would still
back them if that leads to a
nuclear showdown (as it prob-
ably would)?

Moreover, are the
Ukrainians sure they really
want the lost provinces of 2014
back? The people who remain
in them now are not only
Russian-speakers, but mostly
people who actually identify as
Russian. If Kyiv tried to forcibly
reintegrate them into a victori-
ous Ukrainian state, it would
guarantee that state at least a
generation of instability.

We will probably be spared

all these awkward questions,
because such a decisive
Ukrainian victory is unlikely.
What is of greater concern is the
way that Western leaders have
slipped so easily into a
Tolkienesque mindset that lets
them see themselves as the
embattled  defenders of a West
that faces mortal peril from a
great evil in the east.

Tolkien had an excellent
excuse for writing that sort of
books, because he wrote his
‘Lord of the Rings’ trilogy
between 1937 and 1949, when
the West did indeed face a great
threat, first from Nazi Germany
and then from the Soviet
Union. It was a fitting fable for
his times. It is not relevant 
to ours.

How is it possible to see
Russia one moment as a power
so weak that it could be pushed

out of all former Ukrainian ter-
ritory by force, and the next
moment as a mighty threat to
all of Europe or ‘freedom’ or
‘democracy’ or whatever?

If ‘the test of a first-rate
intelligence is the ability to
hold two opposed ideas in
mind at the same time and
still retain the ability to func-
tion’, then the current leader-
ship class of the West are all
geniuses.

Russia is not Mordor. It is
a second-rate great power that
must be respected because it
has a lot of nuclear weapons,
but it poses no serious threat to
the security of the rest of
Europe or to democracy. Its
invasion of Ukraine was a
squalid smash-and-grab raid
that is being repelled with the
help of Ukraine’s friends and
neighbours, and that’s all.
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(Gwynne Dyer’s new book 
is ‘The Shortest History 

of War’. The views 
expressed are personal.)
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9�9�'�"#(2 Fertilizer subsidy or payments made
to manufacturers or importers to
cover the excess of the cost of pro-
duction/import and distribution

over a low maximum retail price (MRP)
- they are asked by the Union Government
to charge from the farmers -has increased
by leaps and bounds during the last three
years. From an already high of �83,000
crore during 2019-20, it increased to
�138,000 crore during 2020-21, �162,000
crore during 2021-22 and could cross
�200,000 crore mark during 2022-23.

Is there a way this escalating trend
could be reined in? 

Subsidy payments are made under two
broad categories of fertilizers viz. (i)
urea; (ii)phosphate or ‘P’ and potash or ‘K’
fertilizers - also branded as non-urea fer-
tilizers. For determining how much pay-
ment is made, apart from the quantum of
use, we need to focus on two overarching
factors: (i) MRP and (ii) cost of supply.

In case of urea, the Government
exercises ‘mandatory’ control on MRP and
reimburses the manufacturers for the
excess of cost over it as subsidy on a ‘unit-
specific’ basis under the New Pricing
Scheme (NPS). As for non-urea fertiliz-
ers, it fixes ‘uniform’ subsidy on per nutri-
ent basis for all manufacturers and
importers under the Nutrient Based
Scheme (NBS).

There is a fundamental difference in
the policy for the two categories. In case
of urea, farmers are assured of a fixed
(albeit low )MRP even asthe manufactur-
ers or importers get reimbursement forall
increases in the cost of supply as higher
subsidy. In case of non-urea fertilizers how-
ever, the producers/importers get a fixed
subsidy while, they are free to increase
MRP to reflect increase in the cost. 

This has led to sharp increase in the
prices of P&K fertilizers even as the MRP
of urea remained unchanged. Resulting
imbalance in price ratio (during 2020-21,
the price of di-ammonium phosphate or
DAP -a widely used ‘P’ fertilizer - was 4.5
times that of urea)has contributed to
increasingimbalance in fertilizer use and
adverse effect on crop yield, soil health,
environment etc.    

The government started 2021-22 with
this policy bias against non-urea fertiliz-
ers which received an allocation of
�21,000 crore against �59,000 crore for
urea. But, steep increase in international
prices of P&K fertilizers(price of DAP
more than doubled over the previous year
while, price of urea and muriate of potash
or MOP went up three times each) forced
Modi to change its stance. 

To maintain MRP at same level as dur-
ing 2020-21, in May, 2021, the government
increased subsidy on DAP from �10,000
per ton to �24,000 per ton. In October,
2021, it was further increased to �32,760
per ton (subsidy on three other common-
ly used P&K fertilizers - was also increased
by �2000 per ton each). As a result, the
actual subsidy payment on non-urea fer-
tilizers was about �57,000 crore - �36,000
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Sri Lanka's embattled Rajapaksa
brothers, President Gotabaya and
Prime Minister Mahinda (who

later resigned), appealed to the people
on Monday to exercise restraint and
remember that violence only begets vio-
lence, saying the economic crisis needs
an economic solution which his gov-
ernment is committed to resolving.

Their statement came amidst vio-
lence in the country in which at least
23 people were injured as supporters of
Mahinda attacked anti-Government
demonstrators gathered at a protest site
near his official residence, prompting
the police to enforce a curfew in the cap-
ital.

"Strongly condemn the violent acts
taking place by those inciting & par-
ticipating, irrespective of political alle-
giances. Violence won't solve the cur-
rent problems. I request all citizens to
remain calm & exercise restraint. I urge
everyone to work together in solving
this crisis," the President said in a tweet.

Mahinda also urged the people to
exercise restraint.

"While emotions are running high
in #lka, I urge our general public to
exercise restraint & remember that
violence only begets violence. 

“The economic crisis we're in needs
an economic solution which this admin-

istration is committed to resolving,"
Mahinda said on Twitter.

Mahinda, 76, who was under
intense pressure from within his own Sri
Lanka Podujana Peramuna (SLPP)
ranks to resign, was gathering his sup-
porters to apply counterpressure not to
stand down but he resigned later in the
day. 

Earlier in the day, a tense situation
prevailed as a group of supporters of

Mahinda attacked the protesters outside
the 'MainaGoGama', a protest site near
Temple Trees, the official residence of
the Prime Minister, Daily Mirror, an
online news platform, reported.

The police used water cannons to
disperse the unruly SLPP protestors
who are at the Galle Face green protest
site, Hiru News website reported.

The tents opposite Temple Trees
were dismantled by a mob, Lanka

First, a leading news network, report-
ed. The 'MainaGoGama' protest site was
set up demanding the resignation of
Mahinda.

Hundreds of supporters of Mahinda
have been brought in buses while some
others marched to the Temple Trees to
show support to the premier against the
call for his resignation, the Colombo
Page newspaper reported.

In a special Cabinet meeting on
Friday, Rajapaksa declared a state of
emergency with effect from Friday
midnight. This is the second time that
an emergency was declared in Sri
Lanka in just over a month as the island
nation was in the grip of the worst eco-
nomic crisis.

Sri Lanka is currently in the throes
of unprecedented economic turmoil
since its independence from Britain in
1948.

The crisis is caused in part by a lack
of foreign currency, which has meant
that the country cannot afford to pay for
imports of staple foods and fuel, lead-
ing to acute shortages and very high
prices.

Thousands of demonstrators have
hit the streets across Sri Lanka since
April 9, as the Government ran out of
money for vital imports; prices of
essential commodities have skyrocket-
ed and there are acute shortages in fuel,
medicines and electricity supply.
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Sri Lanka's top human rights
body has summoned the

country's top brass, including
the Secretary to the President
and the Secretary to the
Ministry of Defence, to appear
before it on Monday to clari-
fy the reasons for the imposi-
tion of the state of emergency.

In a special Cabinet meet-
ing on Friday, President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa declared
a state of emergency with
effect from Friday midnight.
This is the second time that an
emergency was declared in Sri
Lanka in just over a month as
the island nation was in the
grip of the worst economic cri-
sis. 

The announcement came
amid weeks of protests
demanding the resignation of
the President and the govern-
ment, blaming the powerful
Rajapaksa clan for the mis-
handling of the island nation's
economy, which is already
upended by the pandemic. 

Rohini Marasinghe, (Rtd)
Supreme Court Judge who is
Chairperson of the Human
Rights Commission of Sri

Lanka (HRCSL), said that the
summons were issued to the
top brass to clarify the reasons
for the imposition of the state
of emergency.

She also said that water
and tear gas attacks on pro-
testers near the Parliament
would be raised during the
inquiry.

The Secretary to the
President, the Secretary to the
Ministry of Defence, and the
Inspector General of Police are
scheduled to appear before the
HRCSL on Monday. 

The HRCSL on Saturday
requested the government to
explain to the public the rea-
sons for declaring a state of
emergency as the protests were
largely peaceful and within
normal police operations. 

President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa has faced flak from
the Opposition and foreign
envoys for his decision, which
gives security forces sweeping
powers to arbitrarily arrest
and detain people. 

Sri Lanka is currently in
the throes of unprecedented
economic turmoil since its
independence from Britain in
1948.
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Australia's prime minister said on
Monday he was aware of China's

ambitions in the southwest Pacific after a
newspaper reported plans by Beijing to
build wharves, shipyards and underwater
cables in the Solomon Islands.

The Australian newspaper published
a leaked four-page draft maritime coop-
eration agreement between China and the
Solomon Islands dated this year. That fol-
lows the recent confirmation by China and
the Pacific island nation that they have
signed a separate security agreement that
the United States and its allies fear could
lead to a Chinese naval base less than 2,000
kilometers (1,200 miles) from the
Australian coast.

Security experts suspect that maritime
infrastructure built under the latest draft

memorandum of understanding would be
used by the Chinese military.

Prime Minister Scott Morrison said
his government was not surprised by the
reported draft agreement to develop
“port wharves, submarine optical cable
construction, shipbuilding and ship
repair.” “We're very aware of what the
Chinese government's ambitions are in the
Pacific, whether it be in relation to facil-
ities such as that or naval bases or other
presence of their military in the Pacific,”
Morrison told reporters. 

“I am very concerned, as many other
Pacific leaders are, about the interference
and intrusion of the Chinese government
into these types of arrangements and what
that can mean for the peace, stability and
security of the southwest Pacific,”
Morrison added.

Solomon Islands opposition law-

maker Peter Kenilorea Jr. Said his father,
Peter Kenilorea, the independent country's
first prime minister from 1978 until
1981, would be “upset” by current Prime
Minister Manasseh Sogavare's use of
China to “leverage” more from other
countries.

“The Solomon Islands is never going
to become part of that kind of diploma-
cy,” Kenilorea told Australia's Ten Network
television.

“We have cordial relations with our
friends. They know our needs and we
work through them rather than using each
other as leverage against each other,” he
added.

The United States has said it would
take unspecified action against the
Solomon Islands should the security
agreement with China pose a threat to U.S.
Or allied interests. 
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Asenior British official will
meet with rival Northern

Ireland party leaders Monday to
press them to re-establish a
power-sharing government amid
uncertainty after Irish national-
ist party Sinn Fein scored a his-
toric victory in local elections.
Northern Ireland Secretary
Brandon Lewis will meet the
leaders of the five parties that
formed the last Executive, or
devolved government, before it
collapsed in February. 

“The people of Northern
Ireland deserve a stable and
accountable devolved govern-
ment and I will continue to urge
the leaders of Northern Ireland
political parties to fulfil their
responsibilities and form an
Executive as soon as possible,”
Lewis said. “I will remain in close
contact with the party leaders but
it is for the parties to agree on a
way forward," he added.

Sinn Fein, which seeks
union with Ireland, overtook the
rival Democratic Unionist Party
in last week's Northern Ireland
Assembly elections to become
the first Irish nationalist party to
top the voting in Northern
Ireland's history. 
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Israeli police arrested on
Monday a 65-year-old

woman suspected of sending
death threats with bullets to
Prime Minister Naftali
Bennett's family last month.

A statement from the
police only identified the
woman as a resident of south-
ern Israel; police said further
details of the case remained
under a court-issued gag order.

Bennett's family received
two death threats in the mail,
along with the bullets. In
response, security around the
premier and his family was
tightened and police and the

Shin Bet internal security
agency opened an investigation.

Bennett, who leads a small
nationalist party, has come
under intense criticism from
Israeli hard-liners who accuse
him of abandoning his ideolo-
gy. In 1995, Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin was assassinat-
ed by a Jewish ultranationalist
opposed to his peacemaking
attempts with the Palestinians.

Bennett leads a narrow
coalition of eight parties rang-
ing from a small Islamist party
to Jewish ultra-nationalists that
have little in common beyond
their opposition to former
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu.
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Former top prosecutor Yoon
Suk Yeol takes office as

South Korea's president on
Tuesday, facing a tougher mix
of foreign policy and domestic
challenges than other recent
South Korean leaders encoun-
tered at the start of their pres-
idencies.

Yoon's single, five-year
term begins at midnight on
Monday before he takes the
oath of office on Tuesday
morning at a formal ceremony
in Seoul. Since winning elec-
tion in March, Yoon, a conser-
vative who advocates a more
hard-line approach toward
North Korea, has been denied
a honeymoon period. Surveys
show less than 60 per cent of
respondents expect he will do
well in his presidency, an
unusually low figure compared
to his predecessors, who most-
ly received about 80-90 per cent
before they entered office.

His approval rating as a
president-elect was 41 per cent,
according to a survey by Gallup
Korea released last week that
put outgoing liberal President
Moon Jae-in's rating at 45 per
cent. Yoon's low popularity is
blamed in part on an acute
divide between conservatives
and liberals and on contentious
policies and Cabinet picks.

Some experts say Yoon, a
foreign policy novice, also has-
n't shown a clear vision for how
to navigate the world's 10th
largest economy amid chal-
lenges such as North Korea's
advancing nuclear arsenal, an
intensifying US-China rivalry
and pandemic-hit livelihoods.

“Our foreign policy,
national security and economy
are all in trouble. Yoon should
have presented some visions,
hopes or leadership to show
how he can pull the public
together in these difficult times.
But I don't think he has shown
such things," said Professor
Chung Jin-young, a former
dean of the Graduate School of
Pan-Pacific International

Studies at Kyung Hee
University. 

With US-led nuclear dis-
armament talks deadlocked,
North Korean leader Kim Jong
Un recently threatened to use
nuclear weapons against his
rivals and reportedly is prepar-
ing to conduct his first nuclear
test in nearly five years.

The US-China confronta-
tion is posing a separate secu-
rity dilemma for South Korea
as it struggles to strike a balance
between Washington, its chief
military ally, and Beijing, its
biggest trading partner.

During his campaign, Yoon
accused Moon of tilting too
much toward North Korea and
China and away from
Washington while exploiting
ties with Japan, Korea's former
colonial ruler, for domestic
political purposes. He has
vowed to abandon Moon's
appeasement policy toward
North Korea, reinforce South
Korea's alliance with the United
States and improve ties with
Japan.

Critics say Yoon's polices
will create friction with North
Korea and China, although he
is likely to strengthen trilater-
al South Korea-US-Japan secu-
rity cooperation.

Chung, the professor, said
South Korea must accept that
it cannot force North Korea to
denuclearise or ease the US-
China standoff.

He said South Korea must
instead focus on strengthening
its defence capability and the
US alliance to “make North
Korea never dare to think

about a nuclear attack on us”.
He said South Korea must

also prevent ties with Beijing
from worsening.

Domestically, some of
Yoon's major policies may face
an impasse in parliament,
which remains controlled by
liberal lawmakers until gener-
al elections in 2024.

Liberals recently flexed
their legislative muscles by
passing contentious bills aimed
at significantly reducing the
investigative rights of state
prosecutors.

Critics say the bills are
meant to prevent Yoon from
investigating possible wrong-
doing by the Moon adminis-
tration. Yoon must also rebuild
South Korea's pandemic
response, shaken by a massive
omicron surge in recent
months.

The COVID-19 crisis has
battered an economy already
hit by a bleak job market and
growing personal debt. Yoon
also inherits Moon's econom-
ic policy failures that critics say
allowed home prices to sky-
rocket and widen what is one
of the worst rich-poor gaps
among developed nations.

“The challenges that Yoon
has at the start of his presidency
are the toughest and the most
unfavourable ones” among
South Korean presidents elect-
ed since the late 1980s, a peri-
od viewed as the start of the
country's genuine democracy
after decades of dictatorship,
said Choi Jin, director of the
Seoul-based Institute of
Presidential Leadership.
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The House committee inves-
tigating the January 6

insurrection has interviewed
nearly 1,000 people. But the
nine-member panel has yet to
talk to the two most prominent
players in that day's events —
former President Donald
Trump and former Vice
President Mike Pence.

As the investigation winds
down and the panel plans a
series of hearings in June,
members of the committee are
debating whether to call the
two men, whose conflict over
whether to certify Joe Biden's
2020 presidential election win
was at the centre of the attack.

Trump pressured Pence
for days, if not weeks, to use his
ceremonial role presiding over

the January 6 count to try to
block or delay Biden's certifi-
cation. Pence refused to do so,
and rioters who broke into the
building that day called for his
hanging. 

There are reasons to call
either or both of them. The
committee wants to be as thor-
ough as possible, and critics are
sure to pounce if they don't
even try. But some lawmakers
on the panel have argued that
they've obtained all the infor-
mation they need without
Trump and Pence.

Nearly a year into their
wide-ranging investigation into
the worst attack on the Capitol
in more than two centuries, the
House committee has inter-
viewed hundreds of witnesses
and received more than 100,000
pages of documents.
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Shanghai tightens
lockdown despite
falling Covid cases
���� ��
5
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Authorities in Shanghai
have again tightened

anti-virus restrictions, just as
the city was emerging from
a month of strict lockdown
due to a COVID-19 out-
break.

Notices issued in sever-
al districts said residents
were ordered to stay home
and are barred from receiv-
ing nonessential deliveries
as part of a “quiet period”
lasting at least until
Wednesday. The tightened
measures could be extended
depending on the results of
mass testing, the notices said.

“Thank you for your
understanding and coopera-
tion. Together we can lift the
lockdown at an early date,"
said one notice issued in the
city's Huangpu district and
posted online. It wasn't clear
what prompted the renewed
tightening, with numbers of
new COVID-19 cases in the
city continuing to fall.

Shanghai on Monday
reported 3,947 cases over
the previous 24 hours, almost
all of them asymptomatic,
along with 11 deaths.
Authorities have been grad-
ually lifting isolation rules on
the city's 25 million resi-
dents, but the new orders
appear to be returning to
conditions at the early stage
of the outbreak. 

Shanghai originally
ordered mass testing along
with a limited lockdown, but
extended that as case num-
bers rose. Thousands of res-
idents have been forced into
centralized quarantine cen-
ters for showing a positive
test result or merely having
been in contact with an
infected person.

Two Shanghai residents
reached through social media
said they'd had no prior
notice of the new restrictions,
which they were told could
last for up to a week. 
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Russian forces pushed for-
ward Monday in their

assault on Ukraine, seeking to
capture the crucial southern
port city of Mariupol as
Moscow celebrated its Victory
Day holiday.

Determined to show suc-
cess in a war now in its 11th
week, Russian troops pum-
meled a seaside steel mill where
an estimated 2,000 Ukrainian
fighters are making their last
stand in the port city of
Mariupol.

The mill is the only part of
the city not overtaken by the
invaders. Its defeat would
deprive Ukraine of a vital port
and allow Russia to establish a
land corridor to the Crimean
Peninsula, which it seized from
Ukraine in 2014.

The Ukrainian military's
General Staff warned of a high
probability of missile strikes
and said that Russian troops

were seizing "personal docu-
ments from the local popula-
tion without good reason" in
Russian-controlled areas of
Zaporizhzhia - the city where
many fleeing Mariupol have
gathered. The military alleged
Russian troops were seizing
documents to force residents to
join in Victory Day commem-
orations.

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy warned
the anniversary, which marks
the Soviet Union's triumph
over Nazi Germany in 1945,
could bring a renewed
onslaught. 

"They have nothing to cel-
ebrate," Linda Thomas-
Greenfield, US ambassador to
the United Nations, said of the
Russians, speaking on CNN. 

"They have not succeeded
in defeating the Ukrainians.
They have not succeeded in
dividing the world or dividing
NATO. And they have only
succeeded in isolating them-

selves internationally and
becoming a pariah state around
the globe."

Speaking Monday at a mil-
itary parade marking the hol-
iday, Russian President
Vladimir Putin sought to jus-
tify his invasion, by claiming
that it was necessary to ward off
what he described "an absolute-
ly unacceptable threat just next
to our borders." He has repeat-
edly alleged that Ukraine was
planning to attack Russia -
which Kyiv has flatly denied.

"The danger was rising by
day," he claimed, adding that
"Russia has preemptively
repulsed an aggression."

Putin again scolded the
West for failing to heed the
Russian demands for security
guarantees and a rollback to
NATO's expansion, arguing
that it also left Moscow no
other choice but to invade.

But he did not - at least so
far - give any signal as to the
next phase of the conflict nor

did he claim the complete cap-
ture of Mariupol, which his
forces have bombarded and
besieged for weeks. 

Ukrainian fighters in the
steel mill in the port city have

rejected Russian-set deadlines
for laying down their arms,
even as attacks continued by
warplanes, artillery and tanks.

"We are under constant
shelling," said Capt. Sviatoslav

Palamar, deputy commander of
the Ukrainian Azov Regiment,
a unit holding the steel mill. 

Lt. Illya Samoilenko,
another Azov Regiment mem-
ber, said a couple hundred

wounded soldiers were in the
plant. He declined to say how
many able-bodied fighters
remained. Fighters lack life-
saving equipment and are hav-
ing to dig by hand to free peo-
ple from bunkers that col-
lapsed under
shelling."Surrender for us is
unacceptable because we can-
not grant such a gift to the
enemy," Samoilenko said.

The last of the civilians
who had taken shelter with
fighters at the plant were evac-
uated Saturday. They arrived
Sunday night in Zaporizhzhia,
the first major Ukrainian city
beyond the frontlines, and
spoke of constant shelling,
dwindling food, ubiquitous
mold - and using hand sanitizer
for cooking fuel.

Britain's Defense Ministry
warned in a daily intelligence
report on Twitter that Russia
was running short of precision-
guided munitions and increas-
ingly is using inaccurate rock-

ets and bombs, subjecting
Ukrainian towns and cities to
"intense and indiscriminate
bombardments with little or no
regard for civilian casualties."

More than 60 people were
feared dead after a Russian
bomb flattened a Ukrainian
school being used as a shelter
in Bilohorivka, an eastern vil-
lage, Ukrainian officials said. 

About 90 people were shel-
tering in the school's basement
when it was attacked Saturday.
Emergency crews found two
bodies and rescued 30 people,
but "most likely all 60 people
who remain under the rubble
are now dead," Serhiy Haidai,
governor of Luhansk province,
wrote on the Telegram mes-
saging app. Russian shelling
killed two boys, ages 11 and 14,
in the nearby town of Pryvillia,
Haidai said. Luhansk is part of
the Donbas, the industrial
heartland in the east that
Russia's forces are working to
capture.
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Italian Premier Mario Draghi
meets with US President Joe

Biden this week in Washington
as Europe faces another "what-
ever it takes" moment with
Russia's war in Ukraine raging
on its eastern flank.

Both Rome and
Washington will emphasise
their historic friendship and
shared desire to help Ukraine
defend itself from Russia's
two-month-old invasion when
the leaders meet on Tuesday.
Energy, climate change and
promoting global economic
prosperity also are on the
agenda.

Still, there are differences
in tone over the war, and pub-
lic sentiment in Italy against
sending arms to Ukraine is

growing.
Draghi is pushing for even

a limited truce to allow talks to
resume, mindful also of the
impact on Italy should the
war spill over Ukraine's bor-
ders.

Statements by Biden and
his emissaries have been more
aggressive, suggesting both
regime change and the goal of

weakening Russia.
These differences reflect

not only Italy's geographic
closeness to the fighting, but
also its historic political and
economic ties with Russia.

Italy gets 40 per cent of its
natural gas from Russia, and
economic trade last year
amounted to 20 billion euros.

"There are two currents

regarding Russia," Sergio
Romano, a Cold War-era
Italian ambassador to Moscow,
told The Associated Press.

"There is the position of
the countries that see in the
war in Ukraine the possibility,
or the hope, of the diminish-
ment of Russian power. I think
this current is strong in the US.

"I don't think this is the
position of the Italian govern-
ment, which in the past has
had cordial and positive rela-
tions with Russia."

Draghi, a former central
banker skilled at measuring his
words, is one of the only
European Union leaders to
visit Washington since the war
broke out, and can be expect-
ed to represent not only Italy's
perspective, but also that of
Europe.
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Pale and drawn, the last
civilians sheltering in

bunkers beneath a sprawling
steel mill in the decimated
Ukrainian port city of
Mariupol arrived late Sunday
night in Zaporizhzhia, the
first major Ukrainian city
beyond the frontlines.

The shattered survivors
spoke of constant shelling,
dwindling food, ubiquitous
mold - and using hand sani-
tiser for cooking fuel.

Ten buses slowly pulled
into Zaporizhzhia's deserted
streets under darkness, carry-
ing 174 evacuees from the
Mariupol area.

They included more than
30 of the 51 civilians evacu-
ated in the last day from the
Azovstal steel mill, where an

estimated 2,000 Ukrainian
fighters are making what
appears to be their last stand.

Both Ukrainian and
Russian officials have said
these civilians are the last
non-combatants from the
industrial complex.

"It was terrible in the
bunkers," said 69-year-old
Lyubov Andropova, who had
been in Azovstal since March
10. "Water would run down
from the ceilings. There was
mold everywhere. We were
worried for the children, for

their lungs."The shelling was
constant, and there was fear
"that our bunker would col-
lapse," she said. "Everything
shook, we didn't go out."

The seaside steel mill is
the only part of Mariupol not
under Russian control.
Thanks to its warren of tun-
nels and bunkers deep under-
ground, many civilians had
chosen it as the safest place to
take cover from the relentless
shelling of the formerly thriv-
ing port city that has now
been largely destroyed.
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Extending its losses for a sec-
ond day, the rupee on

Monday slumped by 54 paise to
close at a record low of 77.44
against the US dollar, pressured
by the strength of the American
currency overseas and unabat-
ed foreign fund outflows.

Forex traders said risk
appetite has weakened amid
rising bond yields in the US
and mounting concerns about
inflation that may trigger more
aggressive rate hikes by global
central banks. At the interbank
foreign exchange market, the
rupee opened lower at 77.17
against the greenback, and
finally settled for the day at
77.44, down 54 paise over its

previous close. During the
trading session, the rupee
touched its lifetime low of
77.52. On Friday, the rupee had
slumped 55 paise to close at
76.90. In the last two trading
sessions, the rupee has lost 109
paise against the greenback.

"Indian Rupee spot
plunged to record lows, track-
ing weakness in Asian peers
amid a stronger dollar index
and surging treasury yields in
the US," Royce Vargheese
Joseph - Research Analyst -
Currency and Energy, Anand
Rathi Shares and Stock Brokers
said. Equity markets witnessed
a sharp sell off as real rates in
the US turned positive and
investors turned risk averse
evaluating the need for a high-

er rate hike to tame inflation
going forward, Joseph said.

Joseph further said "ele-
vated crude prices and rising
domestic inflation, well above
RBI's upper band, might
prompt further FII selling from
domestic securities.
Meanwhile, RBI's off cycle
meeting on 4th May did little
to strengthen the Rupee. Going
forward, we might see the
rupee spot weakening towards
77.8 levels."

The dollar index, which
gauges the greenback's strength
against a basket of six curren-
cies, was trading 0.33 per cent
higher at 104, tracking rising
US yields amid fears about
higher interest rates.

"Rupee fell to fresh all time
lows on Monday as the dollar
rose broadly against its major
crosses. Last week's central
bank policy action led to
heightened volatility in most of
the currencies. 

Stronger dollar and sus-
tained up move in global crude
oil price is weighing on the
overall market sentiment," said
Gaurang Somaiya, Forex &
Bullion Analyst, Motilal Oswal
Financial Services. Somaiya
further said that this week,
focus will be on inflation  data
of India and the US. "We expect

the USDINR (Spot) to trade
with a positive bias and quote
in the range of 77.20 and
77.80."

According to Jateen
Trivedi, Senior Research
Analyst at LKP Securities,
"Dollar staying above USD 104
indicates FII's aggressively exit-
ing from emerging markets,
higher Vix indicate no trend is
sustainable and due to higher
inflation, aggressive liquidity
squeeze from central banks
pressures rupee altogether.
Crude prices have also been ris-
ing for a month now making
the rupee even weaker." 

"I look at the rupee con-
tinuing its downward journey
as the dollar rise is a major risk
to prices. A relief on the rupee
front can only be seen if the
dollar index cools off," Trivedi
said. Global oil benchmark
Brent crude futures fell 1.68 per
cent to  USD 110.50 per barrel.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
ended 364.91 points or 0.67 per
cent lower at 54,470.67, while
the broader NSE Nifty fell
109.40 points or 0.67 per cent
to 16,301.85. Foreign institu-
tional investors remained net
sellers in the capital market on
Monday, as they offloaded
shares worth Rs 3,361.80 crore,
as per stock exchange data. 
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Equity benchmarks began
the week on a downbeat

note on Monday, weighed by
heavy selling in market heavy-
weight Reliance Industries and
persisting weakness in global
bourses.

The rupee plunged to its
lifetime low against the US dol-
lar amid unabated foreign fund
outflows, underscoring the
risk-off sentiment prevailing
globally as central banks
embark on policy tightening to
tame soaring inflation.

Slipping for the second
straight session, the 30-share
BSE Sensex shed 364.91 points
or 0.67 per cent to close at

54,470.67. During the day, it
tanked over 900 points to
53,918.02.

Similarly, the NSE Nifty
tumbled 109.40 points or 0.67
per cent to end at 16,301.85.

Reliance Industries was the
top drag on the Sensex pack,
dropping 3.97 per cent, after
the company's March quarter
earnings failed to cheer
investors. The oil-to-telecom
conglomerate had on Friday
reported a 22.5 per cent annu-
al rise in net profit for the
March quarter at Rs 16,203
crore. Net profit, however, fell
12.6 per cent sequentially --
breaking a six-quarter chain of
quarter-on-quarter improve-
ment.

IndusInd Bank, Nestle
India, Tata Steel, Tech
Mahindra, SBI, HUL and ITC
were among the other major
laggards, losing as much as 2.97
per cent.

In contrast, PowerGrid,
HCL Technologies, Infosys,
Maruti, Bajaj Finserv  and
HDFC featured among the
gainers, climbing up to 2.83 per
cent. "The market continued its
downward rally amid lingering
concerns over weakening
rupee, global interest rate hikes
and tightening lockdowns in
China.

"The relentless rise in the
US dollar index owing to inter-
est rate hikes and rising US
treasury yield hammered
investor's risk appetite. Strong
US jobs data indicated possi-
bilities of faster rate hikes 

forcing investors to opt for
safe-haven assets," said Vinod
Nair, Head of Research at
Geojit Financial Services.  In
the broader market, the BSE
smallcap gauge declined 1.67
per cent and the midcap index
dipped 1.89 per cent. As many
as 2,416 stocks declined, 1,052
advanced and 146 remained
unchanged.

Most BSE sectoral indices
ended lower, with power falling
2.47 per cent, followed by util-
ities (2.46 per cent), energy
(2.27 per cent), oil and gas (2.03
per cent) and metal (1.98 per

cent). Only telecom, teck and
IT ended with gains.

"Benchmark indices ended
the day's session on a negative
note. Asian stocks declined on
investor worries that a tight-
ening COVID lockdown in
Shanghai could hit global eco-
nomic growth," said Mohit
Nigam, Head - PMS, Hem
Securities.

World stocks remained
under pressure on growing
concerns about interest rate
hikes by central banks amid
stubborn inflation.

Elsewhere in Asia, markets
in Tokyo and Seoul settled
lower, while Shanghai ended
higher. Markets were closed in
Hong Kong for a holiday.

Bourses in Europe were
also quoting lower in the after-
noon session. Meanwhile,
international oil benchmark
Brent crude declined 1.17 per
cent to USD 111 per barrel.

The rupee extended its
losses and slumped 60 paise to
close at a record low of 77.50
(provisional) against the US
dollar on Monday, pressured by
the strength of the American
currency overseas and unabat-
ed foreign fund outflows.

Foreign institutional
investors continued their sell-
ing spree,  offloading shares
worth a net Rs 5,517.08 crore
on Friday, according to stock
exchange data.
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Life Insurance Corporation's
IPO, the country's biggest

public offer, was subscribed
2.95 times on the last day of
offer period on Monday, help-
ing the government mobilise
about Rs 21,000 crore. Against
16,20,78,067 shares on offer,
47,83,25,760 bids were
received, according to data
posted on stock exchanges at 7
pm.

The Qualified Institutional
Buyers (QIBs) category was
subscribed 2.83 times. As many
as 11.20 crore bids were
received for the 3.95 crore
shares earmarked for the seg-
ment.

With regard to non-insti-
tutional investors (NIIs), a total
of 8,61,93,060 bids were
received for 2,96,48,427 shares
reserved for the category,
reflecting a subscription of
2.91 times.

Retail individual investors
bid for 13.77 crore shares as
against 6.9 crore shares on
offer for the segment, translat-
ing into an over-subscription of
1.99 times. The policyholders'
portion was subscribed a little
over 6 times, while that for
employees was subscribed 4.4

times. LIC had fixed the price
band at Rs 902-949 per equity
share for the issue. 

The offer includes a reser-
vation for eligible employees
and policyholders. The retail
investors and eligible employ-
ees will get a discount of Rs 45
per equity share, while policy-
holders will  get a discount of
Rs 60 per share.

The government has dilut-
ed 3.5 per cent stake in the
insurance behemoth through
the Offer for Sale (OFS).  LIC
reduced its IPO size to 3.5 per
cent from 5 per cent decided
earlier due to prevailing chop-
py market conditions. Even
after the reduced size of about
Rs 20,557 crore, LIC IPO is the

biggest initial public offering
ever in the country. So far, the
amount mobilised from IPO of
Paytm in 2021 was largest ever
at Rs 18,300 crore, followed by
Coal India (2010) at nearly Rs
15,500 crore and Reliance
Power (2008) at �11,700 crore.

LIC was formed by merg-
ing and nationalising 245 pri-
vate life insurance companies
on September 1, 1956, with an
initial capital of �5 crore.

Its product portfolio com-
prises 32 individual plans (16
participating and 16 non-par-
ticipating) and seven individ-
ual optional rider benefits.The
insurer's group product port-
folio comprises 11 group prod-
ucts. 
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China on Monday
expressed hope that India

will provide a "fair, just and
non-discriminatory environ-
ment" to its companies as it
reacted guardedly to reports of
top executives of Chinese
smartphone maker Xiaomi
faced a probe by the
Enforcement Directorate
regarding its remittances
abroad.

"China is closely follow-
ing the situation," Chinese
Foreign Ministry spokesman
Zhao Lijian told a media brief-
ing here, responding to a ques-
tion on top Xiaomi executives'
allegation of "physical vio-
lence and coercion" by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
in its investigations into its
remittances.

"We hope India will pro-
vide a fair, just, and non-dis-
criminatory business envi-
ronment for Chinese compa-
nies, conduct investigation,
and law enforcement in accor-
dance with laws and regula-
tions so as to increase the con-
fidence of global investors,"
Zhao said. He said the Chinese
government always asks its

companies to abide by laws
and regulations while doing
business overseas. "But at the
same time it firmly supports
the Chinese companies in
upholding their lawful rights
and interests," he said.  Xiaomi
is accused of making illegal
remittances abroad "in the
guise of royalty" payments.

The ED on Saturday
rejected as "baseless" the alle-
gations that the statements of
Xiaomi India officials, the
wholly-owned subsidiary of
Chinese mobile manufactur-
ing company Xiaomi, were
recorded "under coercion",
saying the charges were an
afterthought.

The federal agency was
responding to certain news
reports that said Xiaomi
alleged in a recent filing before
the Karnataka High Court
that its top executives were
threatened with "physical vio-
lence and coercion" during
their questioning by ED inves-
tigators in Bengaluru.

The ED issued a statement
saying it was "a professional
agency with strong work ethics
and there was no coercion or
threat to officers of the com-
pany at any point of time".
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State-owned power giant
NTPC has invited bids to

procure imported 4.53 mil-
lion tonnes (MT) coal mainly
for blending with the domestic
dry fuel in thermal plants. 

The NTPC tender for the
import of coal assumes signif-
icance in view of the ongoing
dry fuel shortage at power
plants. 

Earlier this month, the
power ministry had directed all
the states and gencos (electric-
ity-generating firms) to import
at least 10 per cent of their
requirement of coal for blend-
ing amid shortages at thermal
plants. 

The tender documents
showed that NTPC has floated
three separate tenders for
procuring 4.53 MT -- 1.5 MT,
1.6MT and 1.43 MT -- of
imported coal on May 7, 2022.   

The company had invited
bids to procure 4.93 MT of
imported coal last month. It has
been mandated to procure 20
MT of imported coal in 2022-
23 for blending with the
domestic dry fuel at its thermal
plants because of the ongoing

shortage.
The NTPC has invited bids

for procurement of 1.43 MT of
imported coal on FOR (Freight
On-Road) power station basis
for NTPC plants at
Vindhyachal, Rihand,
Singrauli, Khargone, Dadri,
Tanda and Unchahar.

The bids are also invited for
the procurement of 1.60 MT of
imported coal on a power sta-
tion basis for NTPC plants at
Talcher Kaniha, Farakka,
Kahalgaon, Barh, Barauni,
Bongaigaon, Simhadri and
Ramagundam. 

The bids were invited for
the procurement of 1.50 MT of
imported coal to supply the dry
fuel at thermal plants located at
Kudgi, Solapur, Sipat, Mouda,
Gadarwara, Lara and Korba
Power plants.

The successful bidder will
supply the imported steam
coal sourced from identified
mines as declared by the firm
to NTPC power stations. 

The bidder will also
arrange vessels, stevedoring,
handling, storage, port clear-
ances, arranging railway rakes,
loading, transportation and
delivery at the power stations.
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IDBI Bank on Monday said its
board has approved the

appointment of T N
Manoharan as the part-time
chairman for a period of three
years.

The bank also announced
that M R Kumar has ceased to
be the non-executive non-
whole time chairman of the
bank with effect from May 8,
2022, after completion of the
RBI approved term of three
years.

"Board of directors ofbank
have approved appointment of
T N Manoharan, independent
director as part time chairman
of IDBI Bank, for a period of
3 years with effect from May 9,
2022, as approved by Reserve
Bank of India vide their letter
dated May 6, 2022," IDBI Bank
said in a regulatory filing.

In terms of the Articles of
Association of the bank, Life
Insurance Corporation of India
(LIC) vide their communica-
tion dated May 7, 2022, nom-
inated Raj Kumar, Managing
Director of LIC as LIC nomi-
nee director on board of bank,
said lender.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will on May 13 virtu-

ally launch the Madhya Pradesh
government's new startup poli-
cy aimed at encouraging bud-
ding entrepreneurs in the state,
an official said on Monday.

A host of incentives will be
given to eligible early stage com-
panies  under the Madhya
Pradesh government's Startup
Policy and Implementation Plan-
2022, he said. The official
informed that under the policy,
monetary assistance will be given
for paying rent for a startup's
workplace, salaries of employees,

besides having a provision for
financial assistance for product
patent and also reservation in
government purchases. "If a
startup is working from a rent-
ed place, then under the new pol-
icy Rs 5,000 assistance per month
will be paid under the head rent
and Rs 5,000 a month salary each
for 25 employees," the state's
Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSME) secretary, P
Narhari, told reporters here. 

Besides, early stage ventures
will be given allowances for
training their employees, Narhari
said. For product patents, they
will be paid an assistance of up
to Rs five lakh, the senior

bureaucrat said. He clarified
that all financial assistance envis-
aged under the new policy is in
form of  grants which are not
required to be paid back to the
government.

"As per rules, we can pay a
maximum of Rs 15 lakh as
grant to each startup recog-
nized by the Centre and if the
entrepreneur is a woman, then
this amount goes up to Rs 18
lakh," Narhari said.  The state's
MSME minister, Om Prakash
Saklecha, said the state govern-
ment has prepared the new
startup policy in three months
after holding discussions with all
stakeholders.
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HCL Technologies UK, a
subsidiary of IT services

company HCL Technologies,
has signed a definitive pact for
acquisition of Switzerland-
based Confinale, a digital bank-
ing and wealth management
consulting specialist.

With this strategic acqui-
sition, HCL will expand its
footprint in the global wealth
management market with
emphasis on Avaloq consulting,
implementation and manage-
ment capabilities, it said in a
statement on Monday.
Confinale, founded in 2012,
focuses on IT consulting in key

areas in the banking and wealth
management sector. With
offices in Switzerland, includ-
ing Zurich, Zug and Geneva,
and also in Düsseldorf and
London, Confinale works with
a slew of leading banks and
wealth advisors.

Confinale has one of the
largest independent pools of
Avaloq-certified specialists in
Europe and its in-house devel-
oped products and solutions
accelerate the implementation
of the Avaloq platform. The
digital banking and wealth
management specialist is one of
only four companies to be
awarded the title of Avaloq
Premium Implementation 
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Gold in the national capital
on Monday dipped Rs 43

to Rs 51,227 per 10 grams and
silver also went lower by Rs 62
to Rs 62,393 per kg, according
to HDFC Securities.

In the previous trade, the
precious metal settled at Rs
51,270 per 10 grams. Silver
declined by Rs 62 to Rs 62,393
per kg from Rs 62,455 per kg
in the previous trade.

In the international mar-
ket, gold was trading higher at
USD 1,871 per ounce and sil-
ver was flat at USD 22.24 per
ounce. "Gold prices traded
firm with spot gold prices at
COMEX trading 0.35 per cent

up at USD 1,871 per ounce on
Monday. Gold prices held
steady as the stronger dollar
and firm US bond yields con-
tinued to weigh on gold prices

keeping it in tight range below
USD 1,900 per ounce," said
Tapan Patel, Senior Analyst
(Commodities), HDFC
Securities. 
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Reliance Brands Ltd (RBL)
on Monday said it has

entered into a long-term fran-
chise agreement with Tod's
SpA to become the official
retailer of the Italian luxury
lifestyle brand for the Indian
market.

As per the agreement, RBL
is the official retailer of the
brand across all categories,
including footwear, handbags
and accessories in the Indian
market, said a joint statement.
Moreover, RBL would also take
over the management of Tod's
existing stores in India, which
is present in the country since
2008 with mono-brand stores

in DLF Emporio, New Delhi
and Palladium, Mumbai and
multi-brand e-commerce plat-
form Ajio Luxe. "The manage-
ment of existing channels will
be taken over by RBL and the
focus will be on enhancing the
brand's potential in the market
and strengthening their digital
presence," the statement said.

Commenting on the devel-
opment RBL MD Darshan
Mehta said Tod's has crafted a
unique space for itself on the
global luxury front. "A name
that conjures images of luxe
leathers and soigne materials,
we are thrilled to partner with
the brand to uphold its core
values of exceptional quality,
craftsmanship and effortless

elegance in the Indian market,"
he said.

Tod's General Brand
Manager Carlo Alberto Beretta
said: "We are very pleased to
partner with the country's lead-
ing luxury retailer as we believe
that our common passion for
quality and a modern and
sophisticated lifestyle will allow
us fully to express the potential
of this important partnership". 

RBL is a subsidiary of
Reliance Retail Ventures Ltd,
the retail arm of Reliance
Industries Ltd (RIL). It started
operations in 2007 with a man-
date to launch and build glob-
al brands in luxury to premi-
um segments across fashion
and lifestyle.
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The National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) has

ordered the initiation of insol-
vency proceedings against Birla
Tyres Ltd in a case filed by
multi-business chemicals firm
SRF Ltd, an operational credi-
tor of the BK Birla group firm.

A two-member Kolkata
bench of the NCLT has also
appointed Seikh Abdul Salam
as Interim Resolution
Professional (IRP) to run the
operations of the company
after suspending the board
and also declared a moratori-
um as per the procedures of the
Insolvency & Bankruptcy
Board (IBC). SRF had claimed
a default in payment of Rs
15.84 crore, which includes  a

principal of Rs 10.06 crore
and interest of 5.78 crore, for
the supply of Tyre Cord Fabric
as of July 8, 2021. 

The tribunal said it was
"satisfied upon the basis of doc-
uments",  including pleadings
of parties as "default has
occurred" and observed there
is no payment of the unpaid
operational debt and also there
is an admission of this by Birla
Tyres, the corporate debtor.
"The application bearing... Filed

by SRF Ltd, the Operational
Creditor, under section 9 of the
Insolvency & Bankruptcy
Rules, 2016 for initiating CIRP
against Birla Tyres Ltd, the
Corporate Debtor, is admitted,"
said an NCLT bench in its
order passed on May 5,
2022.Besides, the NCLT bench
comprising - Member
(Technical) Harish Chander
and  Member (Judicial) Suri
Rohit Kapoor - also slammed
BK Birla group firm for taking
a "very casual attempt" to seek
adjournments in the matter.

In this matter, the NCLT
had issued notice to Biral Tyres
on October 20, 2021, over
SRF's plea. On December 22,
2021, Birla Tyres sought some
time to file a reply and sought
adjournment. 
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World champion Max
Verstappen roared to an
authoritative victory for
Red Bull on Sunday

when he beat Ferrari's Charles
Leclerc in sweltering conditions at a
celebrity-packed inaugural Miami
Grand Prix.

The 24-year-old Dutchman took
the lead from the pole-sitting
Monegasque driver on the opening
lap and remained in control through-
out a largely processional contest.

He came home 3.78 seconds
ahead of Leclerc for his third Grand
Prix win this year and the 23rd of his
career.

Carlos Sainz finished third in the
second Ferrari after holding off a late
charge from Sergio Perez, on fresh
tyres in the second Red Bull, and
George Russell came home fifth
ahead of Mercedes team-mate seven-
time champion Lewis Hamilton.

"What a race," said Verstappen,
who had missed most of Friday's
practice sessions when he had a gear-
box replaced after an early brush with
the barriers.

"It was nice, but it was a tough
one, but really good. The team did
an outstanding job - a good recov-
ery we can be proud of… I think I
need a drink and I think you need a
drink!"

Valtteri Bottas finished seventh

for Alfa Romeo ahead of Esteban
Ocon and his Alpine team-mate
Fernando Alonso, with Alex Albon
taking an excellent tenth for
Williams.

Leclerc made a good start to lead
from his third pole position of the
year, but behind him Sainz struggled
to resist Verstappen who forced his
way past on the outside of Turn One
to split the Ferraris.

Hamilton locked up at Turn One,
dropping to eighth after a wheel-
banging clash with Alonso, but

regained a place when he passed the
Spaniard at Turn 11 on lap three.

It remained close and tense
through the opening laps, with
Hamilton passing Gasly for sixth
before Verstappen passed Leclerc
with ease to lead into Turn One at the
start of lap nine.

The Ferraris were struggling
with early tyre wear and Leclerc fell
2.7 seconds adrift of the Dutchman
on lap 13.

Yuki Tsunoda was the first man
to pit, switching to hard tyres on lap

11, soon followed by Magnussen and
Schumacher as the heat took its toll
on the unforgiving surface.

Verstappen built his lead to
more than 3sec by lap18 with team-
mate Perez fourth, behind the two
Ferraris, ahead of Bottas and his erst-
while Mercedes team-mate
Hamilton.

After a slow start, Russell recov-
ered from 15th as his tyres came alive
and he rose to seventh by lap 20, 14
seconds off Hamilton. The front
three had pulled clear of Perez, who

grumbled his Red Bull had lost
power, as the field stretched out. At
the end of lap 22, Hamilton pitted for
'hards' and re-joined seventh, Russell
taking sixth. Bottas, still fifth, was 20
seconds ahead.

Leclerc came in after 24 laps,
switching to hard tyres and dropping
to fourth, a move that made
Verstappen do the same, gifting
Sainz a lap in the lead before normal
order was restored.

The Dutchman extended his
lead to eight seconds by lap 34.

"	�(�����#���!�
Russell, still on his original

medium tyres, remained fifth, aware
that a Safety Car might give him a
'free' pit stop.

"Why don't we just keep going?"
he asked the team as rain clouds
loomed, promising rain to enliven a
largely processional affair.

His question was answered with
an explosion of drama on lap 41
when Norris collided with Gasly, his
McLaren clipping the Alpha Tauri's
rear right wheel and spinning into the
barriers.

He lost a wheel, but he was
unhurt and Russell pitted as a Virtual
Safety Car was deployed before the

actual Safety Car intervened.
Perez also pitted for fresh medi-

ums but stayed fourth while
Mercedes elected not to bring in
Hamilton for a late charge on softs
once the racing resumed.

The final 10 laps produced much
welcome action with Bottas, running
too deep into Turn 17, being passed
by both Mercedes before Russell
passed Hamilton for fifth and Perez,
pushing hard, trying to overtake
Sainz.

Leclerc moved close to
Verstappen, but was unable to pass
him while Russell, told to give posi-
tion back to Hamilton, was soon rac-
ing past him to stay fifth.
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Teenager Carlos Alcaraz continued his blaz-
ing rise by demolishing Alexander Zverev in

the Madrid final on Sunday and then said "I real-
ly want to prove my level in a Grand Slam".

Two weeks before the start of the French
Open, the young Spaniard brushed aside his
third-ranked foe 6-3, 6-1 in 62 minutes to con-
tinue a run that signals tennis has a new power.

"I really want to go to Paris to win a Grand
Slam, to show my level in a Grand Slam," said
Alcaraz at a press conference after winning the
second Masters 1000 of his career.

"People are going to take me as a favourite,
but I take that as motivation," added Alcaraz.

He said he will miss the Rome claycourt
tournament this week after injuring an ankle in
beating Rafael Nadal in the quarterfinals on
Friday. "This morning, because of the fall
against Rafa, I woke up with a more swollen
ankle and I also had a blister that had become

infected," he said.
"It was a little difficult to walk, but... we were

able to do a few things to be at 100 percent for
the match."

Before the Madrid tournament last year,
Alcaraz was ranked 120th in the world. On
Monday he will reach number six.

"I have five more to go to be the best in the
world," he said.

He became the youngest US Open quarter-
finalist of the Open era last September, then won
his first Masters 1000 title in Miami in early
April.

Victory on Sunday brought a second Masters
1000 title. The only younger player to reach that
milestone was Nadal, who won in Monte Carlo
and Rome when he was 18.

Alcaraz turned 19 on Thursday and over the
next two days battled past Nadal in two hours
and 28 minutes and Novak Djokovic in 3hr
36min.

"I am 19 years old, which I think is the key
to be able to play long and tough matches in a
row. I am feeling great physically," he said

"It feels great to be able to beat these play-
ers. To beat two of the best players in history and
then Zverev, the world No 3. He is a great play-
er. I would say this is the best week of my life,"
he said.

Zverev had no doubt where the teenager's
trajectory is heading.

"It's great to see for tennis that we have such
a new superstar who is going to win so many
Grand Slams and is going to be world no. 1," said
the German.

The atmosphere on Sunday did not reach
the fervour of the day before, as Alcaraz
grabbed control early and cruised to his quick-
est victory of the week.

Even so, "it was a spectacular atmosphere,"
he told the crowd at the end.

"This tournament is special for me because
it's the first tournament I watched when I was
seven or eight," said Alcaraz.

"Watching Rafa lift this trophy so often, gave
me a lot of power to work hard for this
moment."
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Naomi Osaka has withdrawn from
the Italian Open in Rome to rest an

Achilles injury ahead of the French
Open, the WTA said on Monday.

The four-time Grand Slam cham-
pion suffered the injury in her opening
match in Madrid earlier this month,
before struggling in a second-round loss
to Sara Sorribes Tormo.

"Unfortunately I'm going to have to

withdraw from Rome as the injury
which I picked up last week in Madrid
hasn't healed yet," the Japanese star said
in a statement.

"It's an Achilles injury so I need to
be careful, especially in advance of
Roland Garros."

The former world number one has
never reached the final of a clay-court
tournament, but will be hoping to put
that record straight at the French Open
which starts on May 22.

Osaka, currently ranked 38th, has
shown signs of a return to form this
year.

The 24-year-old reached the Miami

Open final, where she lost to world
number one Iga Swiatek, in April.

She has been replaced in the Rome
draw by Spain's Nuria Parrizas Dias.
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World number one Iga Swiatek said
on Monday she is feeling refreshed

"mentally and physically" after missing
last week's Madrid Open to rest a sore
right arm.

The Polish star is returning to
action at this week's Italian Open, hop-
ing to extend her 23-match unbeaten
run.

"I just had five or six days off, with-
out a racquet, which was pretty cool,"
said defending Rome champion Swiatek.

"It was pretty good to have the
opportunity to do something like that
between tournaments during the sea-
son."

The 20-year-old has won her last
four tournaments, including lifting

WTA 1000 titles at Indian Wells and
Miami.

"I feel fresher. Mentally and physi-
cally I was able to rest," she added.

The former French Open winner
will open her campaign in Italy against
either Shelby Rogers or her fellow
American Alison Riske in the second
round.

Swiatek is bidding to become the
first woman to win three of the Indian
Wells, Miami, Madrid and Rome titles
in the same season since Serena
Williams in 2013.

She also congratulated Tunisia's
Ons Jabeur on winning the biggest title
of her career in Madrid at the weekend.

"It's really deserved. I'm really happy
for her that she managed to win a big
title."
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Atletico Madrid won a La Liga derby
against Real Madrid for the first

time in six years on Sunday as a 1-0 vic-
tory left Diego Simeone's side on the
cusp of securing Champions League
qualification.

Yannick Carrasco's first-half penal-
ty proved enough at the Wanda
Metropolitano against a heavily weak-
ened Real Madrid, who took the chance
to rotate after their incredible
Champions League comeback against
Manchester City on Wednesday.

With Karim Benzema, Luka Modric
and Thibaut Courtois among those on
the bench for the already-crowned
champions, Atletico took advantage,
even if they missed a string of chances
that made the contest far more uncom-
fortable than it needed to be.

Atletico sit fourth, six points clear
of Real Betis in fifth, with three games
left to play. Their better head-to-head
record over Betis means they will be
guaranteed to finish in the top four if
Betis fail to win away at Valencia on
Tuesday. If Betis beat Valencia, Atletico
can make sure of their spot themselves

by winning away at Elche on Wednesday.
Sevilla's place also looks almost

sealed after a 1-1 draw away at Villarreal
earlier on Sunday gave them a seven-
point cushion over Betis.

Atletico had not beaten Real Madrid
in La Liga since 2016 and not at home
since 2015, while their last eight games
in all competitions against their city
rivals had brought two goals and no vic-

tories.
Ending that run will certainly bring

much satisfaction to Atletico's fans and
players but the bigger relief will be
Champions League qualification, which
has been in doubt for the duration of
what has been an inconsistent and dis-
appointing campaign.

Atletico's greater intensity showed
in the first half as Angel Correa drove
an early shot wide after a poor pass from
Camavinga allowed Geoffrey Kondogbia
to rob Kroos before Carrasco weaved
through but flashed wide.

The opening goal came from anoth-
er misplaced pass, this time from Marco
Asensio in midfield, and as Matheus
Cunha bore down on goal, he was
squeezed out between Vallejo and
Militao.

Atletico wanted a penalty and while
the referee initially waved away appeals,
he changed his mind after consulting the
replay, with Vallejo deemed culpable.
Carrasco slammed in the spot-kick.

Atletico missed chances to kill the
game as Carrasco fired over after Nacho
Fernandez gave the ball away and then
another Camavinga error gave Cunha a
chance but his effort was saved.
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Sandro Tonali fired AC Milan
closer to the Serie A title with

a brace in Sunday's 3-1 win at
Verona which maintained their
two-point lead over Inter Milan
at the top of the league.

Italy midfielder Tonali
struck with almost identical
goals created by Rafael Leao
either side of half-time before
Alessandro Florenzi completed
the scoring near the end to leave
Milan needing four points from
their final two games to claim a
first Scudetto since 2011.

Their superior record in
this season's Milan derbies gives
the seven-time European cham-
pions an advantage which would
keep them ahead of champions
Inter should the two local rivals
end the season level on points.

"I'm in love with my play-
ers," said coach Stefano Pioli to
DAZN. "I see the effort they put
in every day and I know the
journey we've been on... we've
got to keep this concentration,
determination and belief in the
final two games."

Milan overcame the tough-
est test of their run-in against
ninth-placed Verona and now
host Europe-chasing Atalanta
next weekend before travelling
to Sassuolo on the closing week-
end of what has been an
enthralling campaign.

Inter meanwhile are in
Sardinia on Sunday against a
Cagliari team fighting for its
Serie A life, with their final
opponents Sampdoria and the
small matter of the Italian Cup
final against Juventus on
Wednesday further complicating
matters.

Tonali's double was the sec-
ond time in three matches he has
been crucial to Milan's title
charge after also netting a late
winner at Lazio a fortnight ago.

The 22-year-old thought he
had opened the scoring in the
15th minute when he raced
onto a long ball from goalkeep-
er Mike Maignan and slotted
past Lorenzo Montipo, only for
the wild celebrations among
the large contingent of away fans
to be cut short by a tight offside
ruling via VAR.

After also going close
through Davide Calabria Milan
fans started thinking about a
Stadio Bentedgodi hoodoo --
they have thrown away two
league titles at Verona in the past
-- six minutes before the break
when Davide Faraoni finished
off a beautiful Verona move by
nodding home Darko Lazovic's
floated cross.

However Tonali had a
deserved goal deep into first-half
stoppage time when after Leao
burst into the box he met the
Portugal attacker's pass and
pushed in the equaliser.

It galvanised Milan who
were in front shortly after the
restart thanks to a carbon copy
effort, the only real difference
being that Leao's low pass for
Tonali's second was with his left
foot. From then on Milan were
in almost complete control and
Florenzi made sure Milan con-
tinued their charge for a first
league crown since 2011 when
he exchanged passes with
Junior Messias before rifling
home his second Serie A goal
of the season.

����������,��1

Manchester City manager
Pep Guardiola doesn't

expect Ruben Dias to be available
for the rest of the season after a
muscular injury forced the
defender's halftime withdrawal
from Sunday's 5-0 win over
Newcastle United. If Guardiola is
correct, Dias will join fellow
defenders John Stones and Kyle

Walker in missing the final three
matches of City's title bid.

"Three more points. Three
games left and one competition
to play. And big problems behind
because we have just three
defenders for these three games,"
Guardiola said after City moved
three points clear atop the
Premier League table. Midfielder
Fernandinho, 37, entered as Dias'
replacement at center-back. 
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Afrustrated Lewis Hamilton
questioned his Mercedes

team's strategy on Sunday after he
finished sixth behind team-mate
George Russell at the Miami
Grand Prix.

After the fifth race of the
year, Hamilton is sixth in the dri-
vers' standings on 36 points, with
fellow Briton fourth on 59.

The seven-time world cham-
pion said he was surprised to be
asked if he wanted to pit for fresh
tyres during a Safety Car period
after 41 laps of the inaugural 67-
lap race at the Miami International
Autodrome, won by Max
Verstappen.

"I really don't know, in that
scenario I have no clue where

everyone is," he explained when
asked about the incident.

"When the team say 'it's your
choice' -- I don't have the informa-
tion to make the decision.

"That's what your job is! Make
the decision for me. You've got all
the details right there in front of
you. I don't.

"That's what you rely on the
guys for, but today they gave it to
me and I didn't understand it."

The team decided not to pit
Hamilton.

"It's just a bit unfortunate on
the Safety Car, but at least we got
points today," he said.

"We're finishing and reliabili-
ty is good. We just have to keep
trying. I'm excited to, at one stage,
take a step forward, which we
haven't yet."
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On a slippery slope after
back-to-back losses,

Gujarat Titans will need their
batters to fire when they take
on high-flying Lucknow Super
Giants as both teams look to
seal IPL play-offs berth here on
Tuesday. The two new entrants
are having a dream run in their
maiden season. While Gujarat
led the points table for most
part of the league, Lucknow
moved ahead of them to take
the top spot. The Hardik
Pandya-led Gujarat side's win-
ning streak came to an end
with back-to-back losses
against Punjab Kings and
Mumbai Indians last week.

Both teams have 16 points
each from 11 outings and a win
for either of them will confirm
the passage to the next stage.

LSG, who have won their
last four games, would be brim-
ming with confidence as they
head to the fixture with a
morale-boosting 75-run win
over Kolkata Knight Riders.

KL Rahul has led from the
front and the opener is the sec-
ond highest run scorer in the
tournament, collecting 451
runs from 11 games with two
hundreds and as many fifties.

The team has relied heav-
ily on him to get the job done
with the bat. But the likes of
Quinton de Kock and Deepak
Hooda have taken more
responsibility in the recent
games which will definitely

take the pressure off Rahul.
Their bowling unit has

been right on mark. While LSG
were able to defend 153 against
Punjab Kings, they polished off
KKR for just 101, with pacers
Avesh Khan and Jason Holder
proving to be too hot to han-
dle for the former champions.

Pacers Mohsin Khan (5.35)
and Sri Lanka's Dushmantha
Chameera (7.90) have bowled
economically as has Krunal
Pandya (6.64), while Ravi

Bishnoi (8.23) and Avesh (8.14)
have been a tad expensive. But
the bowling unit has often
found a way to get over the line.

Gujarat's stellar run in the
IPL can be attributed to their
ability to come back from
tough situations. They had dif-
ferent players winning games
for them but that was not the
case against MI when they
failed to get nine runs off the
last over in what should have
been an easy run chase.

The batting department
needs to be more consistent.
The top order batters have
failed to take their innings
deep.
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Rishabh Pant's on-field deci-
sions as Delhi Capitals cap-

tain in the ongoing IPL might
have come under the scanner of
former players but the wicket-
keeper has got the "full backing"
of head coach Ricky Ponting,
who says "it's easy to make judg-
ment from outside".

Under Pant, DC have won
just five of the 11 matches they
have played so far. They suffered
a 91-run thrashing at the hands
of Chennai Super Kings on
Sunday.

Pant's bowling changes and
selection of bowlers to bowl at
crucial periods of matches have
been criticised by former play-
ers like Virender Sehwag.

But Ponting, a former
Australia and Mumbai Indians
captain, said he fully backs
every decision Pant takes on the
field.

"I fully back every decision
he (Pant) takes on the field. I
being a T20 captain before, I
know you don't have a lot of
time to think about especially
under extreme pressure,"
Ponting said at the post-match
press conference after DC's 91-
run loss to CSK.

"It is easy to make judg-
ments from outside but trust me
when you are in the middle it is
not an easy thing to do."

Elaborating on the decision-
making process of a captain, the
legendary batter said, "A captain
makes decisions in a very short
time and the decision he takes
he thinks is the best for the team
at that given time of the match.

"He takes things like bound-
ary size and batsmen at the
crease into account when he
takes those decisions."

He, however, admitted that
his side fared poorly in all
departments of the game in the

loss against CSK.
"Our bowling was not up to

the mark, similarly our batting
was very very poor. There were
not many positives to take from
the match. The only positive
was Khaleel Ahmed, he was
outstanding with the ball again,"
Ponting said. "To lose by 91
runs, it will put a huge dent in
our net run-rate. It means we
need to bounce back really
strongly in our next game."
Ponting said DC can still make
the play-offs with wins in all the
remaining three matches.

"We would think we can
make the play-offs with three

wins. Eight wins might be
enough to get in and one big
win might help our net run rate.
Who knows we can be in the
final.

"That is what we can think
of, what happened has hap-
pened and we would want to
look to the future and look for
a rebound from a bad perfor-
mance."

DC have been facing issues
related to COVID-19 with a net
bowler testing positive for the
virus just before the CSK match
on Sunday. Some of their play-
ers and support staff, as well as
Ponting's family member, had
also contracted the virus last
month.

"That's not an excuse for us.
It's not the first time that we've
had to deal with it on game day.
In one of the earlier games
against Punjab Kings we had to
deal with the same thing and
ended up winning that game
really comfortably," he said.

"We are going to make
excuses and we are going to find
solutions for the problems we
are facing. Although it wasn't
ideal preparation, we should
have played better cricket. At the
end of the day, we let ourselves
down."
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Coming down the track and hit-
ting spinners over the ropes

was not his biggest strength but
CSK opener Devon Conway tried
it with great success on captain
Mahendra Singh Dhoni's advice in
the win against DC in the IPL.

After helping CSK to 91-run
win with a 49-ball 87, laced with
seven fours and five sixes, Conway
revealed that Dhoni's advice on
handling spinners helped him
score his third straight half-centu-
ry this season.

"I have got to give credit to MS
actually," Conway said after the
match.

"In the last game, I swept
quite a lot, and I unfortunately got
out playing the sweep. But he
(Dhoni) told me 'I think the guys
are going to try to bowl fuller to
you tonight. So maybe come out
and try to hit them straight.'

"He sort of gave me the guide-
line to try to execute that," the New
Zealander said.

Conway, who has scored an
unbeaten 85 and 56 in earlier
games, usually plays the sweep shot
against spin but was dismissed
when he attempted one against leg-
spinner Wanindu Hasaranga in
CSK's last game against Royal

Challengers Bangalore.
Against DC, he not only swept

and reverse-swept but also charged
at the DC bowlers to hit them
down the ground. In all, he stepped
down to hit four balls from spin-
ners Axar Patel and Kuldeep Yadav
and all went for sixes.

Another CSK stalwart who has
been helping Conway is assistant
coach and former Australia batter
Mike Hussey with whom the Kiwi
chats before matches.

"I think I've heard that a few
times now, which is quite good,"
Conway said at the post-match
conference on people comparing
him with Hussey.

"To get compared to one of the
greats, Mike Hussey... It's pretty
special to be possibly in that
bracket. "He's got so much knowl-
edge, so much experience. Not
only in the IPL, but throughout the
world. It's just very important for
me as a player to continue talking
to him and learning from him and
just getting some guidelines when
I need it." The 30-year-old right-
handed batter, who has played
seven Tests, three ODIs and 20
T20Is since making his debut in
2021, said he wants to keep things
simple. "For me, the key is to keep
very simple, and authentic myself
as a player"
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Australian women's team
star keeper-batter Alyssa

Healy and South African
men's side spinner Keshav
Maharaj were on Monday
voted the ICC's 'Player of the
Month' for April in their
respective categories.

Healy was selected the
stand-out female player in
April following her match-
winning innings of 170 in the
Women's Cricket World Cup
final in Christchurch, setting
a record for the highest-ever
score in the summit clash of
any ICC global event.

Proteas spinner Maharaj
got the award for his prolific
performance with the ball
during their recent ICC
World Test Championship
series victory over Bangladesh
on home soil.

The spinner proved a con-
stant threat to the tourists, tak-
ing 16 wickets at an average of
12.12, celebrating two seven-
wicket hauls in the second
innings of both Tests.

His wickets were signifi-
cant catalysts for his side's 2-
0 series triumph, winning
comfortably on both occasions
-- by 220 runs in Durban and
332 runs in Gqeberha.
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Reigning national champions
Sharath Kamal and Sreeja

Akula were on Monday named
in the 16-member probables
list for the Birmingham
Commonwealth Games, sched-
uled to be held in July-August.

SD Mudgil, member of the
Delhi High Court-appointed
Committee of Administrators
running the suspended Table
Tennis Federation of India
(TTFI), said that the final
squad will be announced after
completion of the training
camp from May 23 to May 30.

In a first, the training camp
will be held at Padukone-
Dravid Centre for Sports
Excellence in Bengaluru.

"After their meetings on
April 25, May 1 and May 2, the
selectors shortlisted the prob-
ables for the upcoming
Commonwealth Games.

"The list was finalised after
watching the players at the
national championships in
Shillong, detailed deliberations
and discussions on past perfor-
mance and medal prospects,"
said Mudgil, who is a former

athlete himself.
"We want to take the game

to every nook and corner of the
country. Our focus is also on
making the administration
transparent. The CoA, headed
by retired Justice Gital Mittal
has been very proactive on that
front. "The performance of
our athletes have also been
encouraging of late. They give
us a lot of hope going into the
CWG and Asian Games (now
postponed) and Olympics
2024," said Mudgil.

Earlier this month, Indian
players including star woman
paddler Manika Batra made
massive gains in the ITTF
world rankings after the sport's
governing body approved
changes to the points system.

Manika attained a career-
high singles ranking of 38 with
a jump of 10 spots while G
Sathiyan was the best placed
Indian male at 34.

Veteran Sharath, who won
his 10th national title in
Shillong, also gained a place to
be world no 37 while Sreeja
Akula, who won her maiden
national title, gained as many
as 39 places to be ranked 68th.
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The Indian men's badminton
team notched its second

successive win with a 5-0
thrashing of Canada in a group
tie to qualify for the knock-out
round of the Thomas Cup here
on Monday.

With its second impressive
result, the Indian team, which
defeated Germany 5-0 on
Sunday, is certain to finish in
the top-2 in Group C and thus
qualify for the knock-out
round.

World Championships
Silver medallist Kidambi
Srikanth fought back from a
game down to beat Brian Yang
20-22, 21-11, 21-15 in 52 min-
utes to give India the lead.

The doubles pair of
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and
Chirag Shetty then needed just
29 minutes to beat Jason
Anthony Ho-Shue and Kevin
Lee before world number 23 H
S Prannoy easily won his sin-
gles match against B R
Sankeerth 21-15, 21-12 to
make it 3-0 and clinch the tie
for India.

The second doubles pair of
Krishna Prasad Garaga and
Vishnuvardhan Goud Panjala

was also too good for the duo
of Dong Adam and Nyl Yakura
in the match that the Indians
won 21-15, 21-11 in 34 min-
utes.

The route was completed
when Priyanshu Rajawat beat
Victor Lal in three games, 21-
13, 20-22, 21-14 in the third
men's singles which lasted 52
minutes. The Indian men's
team is searching for its maid-
en medal at the tournament.

No Indian men's team has ever
reached the semifinals of the
Thomas Cup.

The Indian team will play
its final group C match against
Chinese Taipei on Wednesday.

The Indian women's team
had also begun its Uber Cup
campaign on a resounding
note with a 4-1 win against
Canada on Sunday. It will face
USA on Tuesday and Korea on
Wednesday. 
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Veteran dragflicker
Rupinder Pal Singh, who

recently came out of retire-
ment, will lead a second-string
Indian men's hockey team in
the Asia Cup, scheduled to be
held in Jakarta from May 23 to
June 1.

The 20-member Indian
team will have vice-captain in
Birendra Lakra, who too has
returned from retirement.

Part of India's Bronze
medal-winning team at the
Tokyo Games, both Rupinder
and Lakra had announced their
retirements after the Olympics
but made themselves available
for selection later on.

Asia Cup is a World Cup
qualifier but India, being the
hosts, have a confirmed entry
in the big-ticket event, which
will be held in January next
year. The top-3 teams in Asia
Cup will qualify for the World
Cup. Defending champions
India have been clubbed along
side Japan, arch-rivals Pakistan
and hosts Indonesia in Pool A,
while Malaysia, Korea, Oman
and Bangladesh have been
grouped in Pool B. 
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Kolkata Knight Riders
finally found the team
balance they were look-

ing for to outclass Mumbai
Indians by 52 runs here on
Monday and keep their slim
IPL play-off hopes alive.

Lead Mumbai Indians
pacer Jasprit Bumrah picked
up his maiden five-wicket
haul in IPL history to restrict
KKR to 165 for nine after fine
knocks from Venkatesh Iyer
(43 off 24) and Nitish Rana
(43 off 24). Barring a 43-ball
51 from Ishan Kishan,
Mumbai batters struggled to
get going in the chase as their
innings ended at 113 all out in
17.3 overs. KKR finally played
Tim Southee (1/10) and Pat
Cummins (3/22) together and
the move worked with the sea-
soned pacers sharing four
wickets. Andre Russell too
chipped in with couple of
wickets.

Another big positive was
the return to form of
Venkatesh Iyer, who had to be
dropped earlier in the compe-
tition due to his lean run
after a sensational debut sea-
son in 2021.

While MI were already
out of the play-off race, KKR,
who have five wins from 12
games, can still sneak into the
top four with two games
remaining. Earlier, KKR open-
ers Venkatesh and Ajinkya
Rahane (25 off 24 balls) added
60 runs in just 5.4 overs after
they were put into bat but the
Shreyas Iyer-led side failed to

capitalise on that promising
start. Rana blazed his way to
a 26-ball 43, with three

boundaries and four sixes,
but it was Bumrah (5/10), who
took five wickets in two overs,

to put the brakes on KKR,
who suffered a middle-order
collapse.

In the 15th over, Bumrah
removed Russell (9) and Rana
and then clinched three wick-
ets -- Sheldon Jackson (5),
Cummins (0) and Sunil
Narine (0), in the 18th over, a
maiden, to bring MI back
into the game.

Venkatesh smashed three
boundaries and four sixes,
but perished in the sixth over,
giving a sitter to Daniel Sams
at point, with spinner Kumar
Kartikeya Singh (2/32) getting
his first wicket.

Venkatesh was brutal on
spinner Murugan Ashwin
(1/35), hitting him for his
first maximum, a pull shot
and then hammered a
boudary.
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