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Aprotest began in front of Sri
Lanka’s Trincomalee Naval

Base on Tuesday after reports
emerged that former Prime
Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa
and some of his family mem-
bers were there after leaving the
official residence in Colombo,
a media report said.

Mahinda left his official
Temple Trees residence early on
Tuesday even as a mob tried to
enter the premises. Throughout
the night on Monday, the police
fired teargas shells to quell
mobs trying to enter the
Temple Trees residence.

Meanwhile, a group of
lawyers lodged a complaint
with the police headquarters to
arrest Mahinda Rajapaksa and
his colleagues who had alleged-
ly instigated Monday’s vio-
lence against peaceful anti-
government protesters.

Embattled Sri Lankan
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa
on Tuesday urged people to
stop “violence and acts of
revenge” against fellow citizens
and vowed to address the polit-
ical and economic crisis facing
the nation, even as the death
toll rose to eight in the
unprecedented violence that
erupted after supporters of for-
mer Prime Minister Mahinda
Rajapaksa attacked anti-gov-
ernment protesters here.

Ministry of Defence on

Tuesday ordered the Army,
the Air Force and the Navy per-
sonnel to open fire on anyone
looting public property or caus-
ing harm to others amidst vio-
lent protests in the island
nation over the unprecedented
economic and political crisis.
Defence Secretary General
(Retd) Kamal Gunaratne urged
protestors to exercise calm and
not resort to violence. 
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India on Tuesday said it is
“fully supportive” of its

democracy, stability and eco-

nomic recovery of Sri Lanka
and underlined economic assis-
tance provided as part of the
“neighbourhood first” policy. 

A day after Prime Minister

Mahindra Rajapaksa resigned
amid violent protests in the
country over the Government’s
handling of the economic cri-
sis, External Affairs Ministry
Spokesperson Arindam Bagchi
said, “India will always be
guided by the best interests of
the people of Sri Lanka
expressed through democratic 
processes.”

Responding to queries on
the Lankan situation, he said,
“As a close neighbour of Sri
Lanka, with historical ties,
India is fully supportive of its
democracy, stability and eco-
nomic recovery.”

He also referred to the
assistance India provided to
help Sri Lanka to deal with the
economic crisis. 

“In keeping with our
`neighbourhood first’ policy,
this year alone India has
extended  support worth over
USD 3.5 billion to the people
of Sri Lanka for helping them
overcome their current diffi-
culties,” Bagchi said.

He also said in addition,
the people of India have pro-
vided assistance for mitigating
the shortages of essential items
such as food and medicine.
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday asked the Centre

to inform within 24 hours
whether the filing of sedition
cases in future will be kept in
abeyance till the proposed re-
examination of the sedition law
by an “appropriate” forum.  

The bench headed by Chief
Justice NV Ramana asked this
in response to the submissions
of the Centre that said it has
decided to “re-examine and
reconsider” the sedition law by
an “appropriate forum”.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the
Centre, said he would take
instruction from the
Government and apprise the
bench on Wednesday. 

“We are making it very
clear. We want instructions. We
will give you time till tomor-
row. Our specific queries are:
one about pending cases, and
the second, as to how the
Government will take care of
future cases...,” said the bench,
comprising Justices Surya Kant
and Hima Kohli. 

The Bench also asked
Centre to inform if future cases
can be kept in abeyance till
reconsideration is over. 

“We have perused the affi-
davit by the respondent
(Central Government).
Meanwhile, to protect the inter-

est of the people already
booked under 124A as well as
the future of this provision, the
SG will take instructions
whether cases can be kept in
abeyance till further time till
reconsideration is over,” the
court said in its order giving
Centre a day to clarify. 

Senior lawyer Kapil Sibal
opposed the Centre’s new affi-
davit on plans to re-consider
sedition law and said the court
should proceed to decide the
validity irrespective of whether
the Government is examining
the provision or not. “This
court cannot wait for another
jurisdiction. It is for the judi-
ciary to consider whether it is
constitutional or not,” he said. 

The CJI asked the SG on
how much time the
Government would take to
complete the exercise. “I won’t
be able to give an accurate time

frame. The process has started.
Please see the tenor and spirit
of the affidavit,” the SG said.  

The Ministry of Home
Affairs in an affidavit filed
before the apex court on
Monday said the decision was
in tune with the views of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
shedding “colonial baggage”,
noting he has been in favour of
the protection of civil liberties
and respect of human rights
and in that spirit, over 1,500
outdated laws and over 25,000
compliance burdens have been
scrapped. 

The apex court has been
hearing a clutch of pleas chal-
lenging the validity of the law
on sedition which has been
under intense public scrutiny
for its alleged misuse to settle
political scores by various
Governments.
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Tipplers in Delhi would soon
be able to order liquor

online. The Excise Department
of Delhi has proposed to allow
the home delivery of liquor and
end all restrictions on dis-
counts offered by vendors. A
proposal to this effect is likely
to be brought before the
Cabinet meeting. 

The document accessed
by The Pioneer showed that
Group of Minister (GoM) has
recommended  home delivery
of liquor sourced from retail
liquor vends  

The GoM has also viewed
that there should not be any
restriction on the rate of dis-
counting by the retail liquor
vends as long as the market
operates in a healthy manner.

The GoM also proposed to
discontinue a policy to open
two shops in a ward.  After the
Cabinet approval, the Excise
Department will have to frame
rules and identify agencies to
supply liquor at home. 

“The home delivery of
liquor may be done by empan-
elled intermediaries who will

be collecting the liquor from
respective retail vends and
delivering it to respective pub-
lic localities through ordering
by the chosen empanelled
agency/agencies chosen to do
home delivery,” the document
said.  However, no delivery will
be made to any hostel, office,
and institution. The GoM also
noted that the mandate of
equitable distribution of retail
vends across Delhi has not
fructified due to issues related
to non opening of retail vends
in the non conforming areas. 

At the same time ensuring
quitable coverage of autho-
rised liquor to solve the prob-
lem of underserved and un
served areas in Delhi including
non conforming area is one of
the prime objectives of the
government so that area no

instance of hooch tragedy due
to intake of spurious liquor,
bootlegging and interstate
smuggling of liquor due to
porous border with neigh-
bouring States.

The new 2021 rules stated
that shops with L-13 licence
will be allowed to deliver both
Indian and foreign
alcohol/liquor to the homes of
people, only if the order is
received through an online
web portal or app. 

However, this rule restricts
all deliveries to hostels, offices
or institutions.

The Law department of the
Delhi Government had point-
ed out that in absence of any
enabling provision, home deliv-
ery of liquor by an intermedi-
ary, except a licensee, is imper-
missible.

According to the 2021-22
excise policy, every liquor out-
let in the city will provide a
walk-in experience to its cus-
tomers who will have multiple
choices of brands, and the
entire selection and sale process
will be completed within the
vend premise.

Continued on Page 2
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Aday after Shaheen Bagh,
bulldozers on Tuesday

rolled in New Delhi’s New
Friends’ Colony, Vasant Kunj,
Raghubir Nagar and
Mangolpuri to remove illegal
encroachment from roads,
pavements and footpaths amid
heavy security. The police
detained an AAP MLA in
Mangolpuri for obstructing
the drive.

As per a data shared by the
local bodies, the North Delhi
Municipal Corporation (NMC)
removed 66 illegal structures,
while South Delhi Municipal
Corporation (SDMC) removed
12 structures from roads,
pavements and footpaths on
Tuesday. According to local
bodies, the corporation plans
anti-encroachment drive in all
its four zones on May 11.

According to SDMC, the
drive started at 11 am and went
on till 2 pm. Over 12 temporary
structures were removed from
the area which caused incon-
venience to the locals.

“The municipal corpora-

tion razed the illegally con-
structed structures and bound-
ary walls constructed at
Government land were demol-
ished. A road stretch measur-

ing two kilometres in length
was made ‘encroachment free’
by the SDMC squad. In addi-
tion to this, as many as 12 sheds
were removed while net (jail)

works in front of residences
were also demolished,” SDMC
central zone chairman Rajpal
Singh said. 

Continued on Page 2
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In an effort to give a boost to
historical ties between the

two countries, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is likely to
visit Nepal on May 16 on the
occasion of Buddha Purnima.
It will be his first visit to Nepal
after becoming Prime Minister
for the second time in 2019. 

Nepal Prime Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba, accompanied
by his spouse Arzu Deuba, paid
an official visit to India from
April 1 to 3.  It was his first
bilateral visit abroad after
assuming his office in July
2021. Besides official engage-
ments in New Delhi, Deuba
also visited Varanasi.

The PM will travel to
Lumbini, the birthplace of
Gautam Buddha, at the invita-
tion of his Nepalese counter-
part.  His hour-long trip will
come on the occasion of
Buddha Purnima, Lord

Buddha’s birth anniversary.
Deuba is also scheduled to

participate in the programme.
In his first term as the

Prime Minister, Modi had vis-
ited the Himalayan nation four
times.  Later this month, Modi
will travel to Japan to take part
in the Quad summit there.

Continued on Page 2
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New Delhi: Sulking Congress
leader Hardik Patel was seen on
stage with Rahul Gandhi at a
rally on Tuesday in Gujarat,
where the Opposition party is
struggling with a widening rift
ahead of elections later this
year. Though Rahul Gandhi
did not mention him in his
speech, he met with Hardik
Patel and promised that his
issues would be addressed,
sources say.

Hardik, the party’s working
president in Gujarat, shocked
his bosses recently when he
dropped “Congress” and the
party symbol from his Twitter
bio, feeding speculation that he
is in talks with the ruling BJP.
The 28-year-old, who joined
the Congress in 2019, has been
complaining of being “ignored”
by the Congress and its top
leaders in Gujarat. He com-
pared it to the feeling of a
“groom forced into nasbandi
(vasectomy)”. Agency

��	������
��
���	����
���
��
������� Mumbai: Santoor virtuoso Pt

Shivkumar Sharma, who took
the stringed instrument to the
global stage and successfully
straddled the worlds of classi-
cal and film music, died here
on Tuesday following a heart
attack. He was 83.

Sharma, one of India’s most
well-known classical musicians,
died between 8 and 8.30 am at
his Pali Hill residence here, his
secretary Dinesh told PTI. 

He had been active till the
end and was due to perform in
Bhopal next week. He was also
suffering from renal ailments.

“He had a severe heart
attack in the morning... He was
active and was to perform in
Bhopal next week. He was on
regular dialysis but was still
active,” a family source said.

Sharma, one half of the
famous ‘Shiv-Hari’ composer
duo along with flautist Hari
Prasad Chaurasia, is survived
by his wife Manorama and sons
Rahul, also a santoor player,
Rohit. 

The Shiv-Hari duo com-

posed music for an array of
films such as “Silsila”, “Lamhe”,
“Chandni” and “Darr”.

A Padma Vibhushan recip-
ient, Sharma was born in
Jammu in 1938 and is believed
to be the first musician to
have played Indian classical
music on the santoor, a folk
instrument from Jammu and
Kashmir. Describing his father
as his ‘guruji’, Rahul said the
end was peaceful. 

“He is not with us anymore
but his music lives on. He
went away peacefully. He has
given the entire world his
music, peace through his music
and what he did for santoor...
It’s now known across the
world. 

“His music will always live
on. He will be with us through
his music. He had age related
issues. He was 83. We had done
a concert together 15 days ago,
everything was fine. He passed
away peacefully,” Rahul told
reporters outside his home.

The santoor legend’s long-
time collaborator and friend

Chaurasia was at Sharma’s res-
idence for nearly eight hours
and broke down while talking
to the media.

“Ye aapne kaise keh diya
woh hamare beech nahin rahe.
Aisa ho hee nahin sakta. Woh
hamare saath the, aur hamesha
rahenge (How could you say he
is no more? It can’t be. He was
with us and will always be),” the
flautist said. 

Durga Jasraj, daughter of
the late classical vocalist Pandij
Jasraj and a close friend of
Sharma, said the santoor leg-
end fainted in the bathroom
and was “gone in a fraction of
a second”. 

“I have lost my second
father. I have been trying to
coordinate all the other
arrangements but what hap-
pened is that he fainted in the
bathroom in the morning and
that was a cardiac arrest and he
could not be revived.”We called
for the ambulance and every-
thing but he was gone in a frac-
tion of a second.

Continued on Page 2
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The CBI  conducted a major
countrywide operation

against Union Home Ministry
(MHA) officials, NGO repre-
sentatives, and middlemen for
alleged involvement in receiv-
ing foreign donations in  vio-
lations of the Foreign
Contribution Regulation Act.

Till late in the evening on
Tuesday, the searches  yielded
hawala transactions worth �2
crore and led to the arrest of six
public servants connected to
the FCRA division of the
MHA, officials said.

The coordinated operation
over the alleged breaches of the
Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Act covered
around 40 locations  in Delhi,
Chennai, Hyderabad,
Coimbatore, Mysore, and some
places in Rajasthan, they said.

In addition to the arrest of
six public servants, questioning
of some other suspects, includ-
ing NGO representatives, was
also underway, sources said.

Continued on Page 2
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From Page 1
Heads of States of the US,

Japan and Australia will be
there on May 23 and 24.  The
four heads of States had met in
person for the first time last
year in Washington at the invi-
tation of President Joe Biden.

The Quad grouping is
primarily aimed at ensuring a
free and rule based Indo-Pacific
region. China has repeatedly
criticised the Quad and claim
it will lead to militarisation of
the strategic region.

From Page 1

In a way, he went peace-
fully at home,” she told PTI.

Sharma’s secretary added
the mortal remains will be
kept at the Pali Hill home. At
10 am on Wednesday, the body
will be shifted to the Abhijit
Cooperative Housing Society
in Juhu for “public darshan” till
1 pm. The last rites will be held
at Pawan Hans Crematorium in
Vile Parle.

Maharashtra Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray’s
office said in a statement that
Sharma will be accorded a
state funeral.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and President Ram Nath
Kovind were among those who
condoled Sharma’s death. 

“Our cultural world is
poorer with the demise of
Pandit Shivkumar Sharma Ji.
He popularised the Santoor at
a global level. His music will
continue to enthral the coming
generations. I fondly remember
my interactions with him.
Condolences to his family and
admirers. Om Shanti,” the
prime minister said.

The president said
Sharma’s recitals would leave
connoisseurs of Indian classi-
cal music spellbound.

“He popularized Santoor,
the traditional musical instru-
ment from J&K. Sad to learn
that his Santoor is now
silenced. Condolences to his
family, friends and countless
fans everywhere,” the president
tweeted.

The tributes poured in.
“Sad to know about the

demise of Pandit Shiv Kumar
Sharma, eminent Santoor play-
er and internationally cele-
brated Indian music compos-
er. His departure impoverish-
es our cultural world. My deep-
est condolences,” 

tweeted West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee.

National Conference leader
Omar Abdullah wrote, “Very
sad to hear about the passing of
Pandit Shiv Kumar Sharma. A
legend in his lifetime, he pop-
ularised the santoor like no one
before him. A proud son of the
soil, he made his mark global-
ly. My condolences to his fam-
ily. May his soul rest in 
peace.”

Sarod player Amjad Ali
Khan said Sharma’s death was
a personal loss for him.

“The passing away of
Pandit Shiv Kumar Sharmaji
marks the end of an era. He was
the pioneer of Santoor and his
contribution is unparalleled.

For me, it’s a personal loss and
I will miss him no end. May his
soul rest in peace. His music
lives on forever! Om Shanti,”
Khan tweeted.  

Ghazal singer Pankaj
Udhas and veteran actor
Shabana Azmi also condoled
Sharma’s death. 

“We have lost a gem today
Padma Vibhushan Shri Shiv
Kumar Sharma ji Santoor vir-
tuoso a big loss to the Indian
classical music,” Udhas wrote
on Twitter.

“Deeply saddened to hear
that maestro Pt Shiv Kumar
Sharma has passed away. His
mellifluous music will remain
in our hearts ofcourse but
tinged by the pain of his loss.
My deepest condolences to the
family,” tweeted Azmi.

Veteran actor and BJP MP
Hema Malini described
Sharma as a gentleman to the
core.

“He will be missed by
many associated with him as
also his admirers all over the
world. I have had the good
opportunity to interact with
him on many occasions. My
heart goes out to his family,” she
tweeted.

The post on the official
Twitter handle of Yashraj Films
read, “Pandit

#ShivkumarSharma blessed the
world of music with tunes that
will continue to mesmerize
the coming generations. May
his soul rest in peace.” 

Ashok Vajpeyi, eminent
Hindi poet and Sharma’s good
friend, said the santoor player
was “easily the greatest musi-
cian to emerge from his native
Kashmir”.

“Pt Sharma reinvented the
santoor to attain depth and
range capable of resonating
classical complexities and
nuances. He created a music
full of joy, depth and medita-
tive richness. In his demise, the
creative community of India
loses a doyen, a master, a gen-
tle soul and a great performer,”
he told PTI.

Classical singer Pt Vijay
Kichlu said Sharma was “more
than a brother” to him.

“Since he was also a
Kashmiri like me we were very
close to each other and met fre-
quently. We used to be togeth-
er for at least four-five weeks
once a year. The world of
music has seen something
entirely new during his lifetime
because it was him who first
brought a rural Kashmiri
instrument (Santoor) to a clas-
sical platform,” he told 
PTI.  
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From Page 1
The policy document,

however, did not highlight
home delivery of liquor which
is part of Excise Rules and legal
drinking age that was pro-
posed to be reduced from 25
years to 21 years in parity with
neighbouring cities.

In its proposal before the
Cabinet, the Excise
Department has put up sever-
al proposals for the consider-
ation of the Cabinet for the pol-
icy’s 2022-23 iteration which
include discontinuation of
opening two liquor shops in
one ward, re-tendering zones at
a base reserve fee of Rs 280
crore (as against Rs 225 crore
in 2021-22) in case an existing
vendor pulls out.

From Page 1

“In South Zone, demolition
drives were conducted in D-2
and D-2 markets, Church road,
Masoodpur road and adjoining
areas. Civic agency squad, dur-
ing the drive, made nearly
3,000 metres area encroach-
ment free. A total of 49 articles
were also seized,” he said.

“In West Zone, the drive
was conducted in Raghubir
Nagar and illegal structures
whether temporary or perma-
nent were demolished. A dis-
tance of nearly 1,000 meters
area was freed from illegal
encroachment and 11 articles
were seized and one vehicle was
impounded,” he stated.

Singh said the municipal
corporation has successfully
conducted its demolition drive
as per the plan.

“The people of the area
were extremely happy with
this move, as the encroachment
caused long traffic jams due to
which they (locals) were not
able to reach their desired des-
tination on time, the schools
buses were not able to reach on
time, etc,” he said. According to
MCD officials, the drive will be
conducted at Meher Chand
Market, Lodhi Colony, Near Sai
Baba Mandir and JLN Metro
Station and surrounding areas,
Arjan Garh Metro Station, Aya
Nagar Village Road, Ghitorni
Village and surrounding area,
Chaukhandi and Surrounding
area and Najafgarh Zone near
Akash hospital. On the other
hand, the North Delhi
Municipal Corporation (NMC)
also executed its anti-encroach-
ment drive at Mangolpuri.

Commissioner of the

NMC Sanjay Goel said the
corporation removed tempo-
rary encroachments from
Mangol Puri, Y-1 block in
ward no 46 with the help of
local police. “Officials of civic
body removed approximately
66 temporary structures along
with wooden counters, pipes, 5
tandoors, with the help of one
JCB bulldozer. During the
encroachment removal drive
three dumpers trucks were
deployed along with manpow-
er, officials and sufficient police
force,” Goel said.

“About 266 meters of road
from municipal primary school
to Kanjhawala road were
cleared from encroachment.
Illegal parking in adjoining
parks was also locked and got
vacated and 0.79 acre (3200
sq.mts) area got vacated,” he
stated.
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From Page 1
“Based on inputs of the

Union Home Ministry, the
CBI is conducting a major
countrywide operation against
FCRA violations to nab the
representatives of NGOs, mid-
dlemen and public servants of
the FCRA Division of the
Union Home Ministry for
alleged involvement in facili-
tating FCRA clearances to the
NGOS in lieu of bribes,” a
senior CBI official said. The
official refused to share further
details and specifics saying
since the operation 
is continuing, more informa-
tion cannot be shared at this
stage.  
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Two terrorists were neu-
tralised by the joint team of

security forces in Kreeri,Dooru
area of Anantnag  on Tuesday
evening while one civilian
injured during cordon and
search operation in Pandoshan
area of Shopian late Monday
evening  succumbed to his
fatal injuries. At present an
injured jawan of the Indian
army and another civilian were
receiving treatment  in the 92
Base hospital, Srinagar. 

According to Inspector
General of Police, Kashmir

range Vijay Kumar the slain
terrorists killed in Anantnag
belonged to the same group of
terrorists who escaped from
Watnad encounter site on
16/4/22 in which one soldier
made a supreme sacrifice.

Meanwhile, a civilian iden-
tified as Shahid Gani Dar suc-
cumbed to his injuries in the
command hospital, Srinagar.
Dar was injured during the cor-
don and search operation in
Shopian late Monday 
evening. 

According to  a Srinagar
based Defence PRO, "a joint
cordon & search operation was
launched by Indian Army &
Jammu and Kashmir police at
about 07:45 pm on 09 May 22.
At around 8:30 pm, while the
secuirty forces were establish-
ing a cordon around the target
house, the terrorists started
firing indiscriminately in all
directions in an attempt to
breach the cordon, thereby
putting the lives of civilians at

a great risk". 
As the security personnel

started shifting civilians from
the operation site the terrorists
started firing on the civilians in
order to create chaos to assist
them in their escape bid. 

Despite shifting the major-
ity of the civilians to a safe loca-
tion one soldier Lance Naik
Sanjib Das and two civilians
namely Shahid Gani Dar and
Suhaib Ahmad received gun-
shot wounds. All the injured
were immediately evacuated in
an army helicopter to 92 Base
Hospital, Srinagar. 

According to Defence
PRO, civilian Shahid Gani Dar
succumbed to his injuries. The
other injured civilian, Suhaib
Ahmad is reported to be criti-
cal but stable. He will be under-
going life saving surgeries.
Lance Naik Sanjib Das is stable
and out of danger. Taking
advantage of cover of the dark,
the terrorists managed to
escape the operation site.
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To ensure world-class con-
nectivity, Uttar Pradesh

will soon have the metro rail
network in 12 cities, DPRs of
which are almost ready.

Metro rail services already
exist in Lucknow, Ghaziabad,
Noida, Greater Noida and
Kanpur while Gorakhpur,
Kashi, Meerut, Bareilly, Jhansi
and Prayagraj are also expect-
ed to get the same soon.

Urban population consti-
tutes 24 per cent of the total
population of Uttar Pradesh,
which contributes 65 per cent
to the state’s GDP. The Yogi
government is working towards
providing eco-friendly and
viable commuting options to
make the lives of these people
in urban areas easier.

A government spokesman
said that to realise the objec-
tives, the detailed project
reports (DPRs) for Varanasi,
Prayagraj, Jhansi and Meerut
are in final stages. Chief

Minister Yogi Adityanath has
also instructed the officials
concerned to prepare DPRs for
Metro Neo projects in Bareilly,
Meerut, Jhansi, Prayagraj and
Varanasi.

The metro services in Agra
are also nearing completion on
a war-footing. Over 35 per
cent of the first phase of Agra
Metro Project has been com-
pleted while the work of pri-
ority corridor in Kanpur was
completed in less than two
years’ time despite two waves of
the Covid-19 pandemic, the
spokesman said.

He added that the chief
minister has issued directives to
start work on the Gorakhpur
Metro Lite project within six
months. “In its first phase, the
15.14-km Metro Lite of
Gorakhpur at a cost of Rs
2,670 crore will connect major
centres of the city, including
Gorakhnath Mandir,
Gorakhpur Railway Station,
Gorakhpur University and the
newly-built AIIMS,” he said.
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The Delhi High Court has
directed the AAP govern-

ment to file an affidavit regard-
ing the mechanism being fol-
lowed to ensure that the earli-
er direction to take action
against online health service
aggregators which are operating
illegally and collecting samples
for COVID-19 tests is being
complied with. The high court
was hearing a petition by Dr.
Rohit Jain seeking contempt
action against the authorities for
not adhering to the court's ear-
lier direction to take action
against online health service
aggregators which are operating
illegally and collecting samples
for Covid-19 tests.

The court also asked
authorities regarding the steps
taken when a complaint is
received that a lab is function-
ing without the requisite licence
in the city of Delhi.

Justice Subramonium
Prasad perused the division
bench's August 6, 2020 order by
which the authorities were

asked to take action against the
online aggregators and said
the decision indicates that a
direction has been passed to
the respondents to initiate
action against such violators of
law who are engaged illegally
operating in Delhi, after giving
the adequate opportunity of
being to the concerned parties.

“The letter and spirit of the
said order indicate that this
court had intended to ensure
that labs and online health
service aggregators, which were
not accredited by NABL and
had not received approval from
the ICMR to collect samples
and provide reports, did not
function in the city of Delhi,”
the high court said.

It further said, "The
respondents are directed to
file an affidavit delineating the
mechanism being followed to
ensure that the order dated
August 6, 2020, is being com-
plied with in its letter and
spirit, and the steps that are
taken when a complaint is
received that a lab is function-
ing without the requisite licence

in the city of Delhi."
It listed the matter for fur-

ther hearing on June 1, while
directing that the responsible
officers of the Delhi govern-
ment, ICMR, and Delhi Police
shall be present in the court on
that day to assist the court in
this regard. While hearing the
contempt plea, the high court
had earlier asked the Delhi gov-
ernment to consult with the
Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) and publish
the requisite standards for the
collection of blood samples
for COVID-related tests.

It had also said the ICMR
will highlight, on its website, how
much blood sample is permitted
to be collected for conducting the
COVID-related tests. Advocate
Shashank Deo Sudhi, appearing
for the petitioner, had urged the
court to allow the contempt
plea and restrain the illegal
online health service aggregators,
which are not authorised to col-
lect diagnostic samples for
COVID-19 tests, from further
committing contempt of order
passed by the court in 2020.
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The maximum temperature
in the national capital

dropped below the 40-degree
mark on Tuesday as moisture-
carrying easterly winds pre-
vailed in the city under the
impact of severe cyclone Asani.

According to the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD), no heatwave is pre-
dicted for the next two days.

Earlier the IMD predicted,
“heatwave spell from
Wednesday with temperatures
soaring to 44 degrees Celsius.”

In a revised forecast, it
said the maximum temperature
will settle around 40 degrees
Celsius on Wednesday and 42
degrees Celsius on Thursday.

The Safdarjung observato-
ry, Delhi's base station, record-
ed a maximum temperature of
39.5 degrees Celsius, a normal
for this time of the year. The
minimum temperature settled
at 28 degrees Celsius.

The relative humidity on
Tuesday morning at 8:30 was
recorded at 61 per cent and 45
per cent in the evening at 5:30.

The weather stations at
Ridge, Ayanagar, Mungeshpur,
Najafgarh, Pitampura, Palam,
and Lodhi Road recorded max-
imum temperatures of 39.5
degrees Celsius, 40 degrees
Celsius, 40 degrees Celsius,
40.9 degrees Celsius, 39.6
degrees Celsius, 39.4 degrees
Celsius and 38.7 degrees
Celsius respectively, stated the
IMD data.

A heatwave is likely at a few
places in the capital on the sub-
sequent three days, the IMD
said.

Back-to-back patchy rain,
thunderstorms, and strong
winds had provided some
respite from the intense heat
last week.

The mercury started creep-
ing up on the weekend and hit
the 42-degree mark at some
places on Sunday.
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The National Capital on
Tuesday reported 1,118

fresh coronavirus cases and one
more death. However, the pos-
itivity rate stood at 4.38 percent
and a total of 25,528 tests to
detect coronavirus were con-
ducted in Delhi a day before.

According to data released
by the city’s health depart-
ment, with the new cases,
Delhi's overall COVID-19
infection tally rose to 18,96,171,
while the death toll rose to
26,183.

The national capital on
Monday had reported 799 new
coronavirus cases and three

deaths — the single-day fatal-
ity count highest in over two
months — while the positivity
rate had stood at 4.94 per cent.

The city had logged three
Covid deaths on March 7 and
four fatalities due to the disease
on March 4. Delhi had logged
1,422 Covid cases and zero
death on Sunday, while the pos-
itivity stood at 5.34 percent.

The city saw 1,407 Covid
cases with a positivity rate of
4.72 percent and two deaths on
Saturday.

It had on Friday logged
1,656 COVID-19 cases, the
highest since February 4, while
the positivity rate had stood at
5.39 percent
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Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath has directed

the officials concerned to take
appropriate action on the
report of the Groups of
Ministers (GoM) who have
returned from their divisional
tours.

“The report of the GoM
should be given to nodal offi-
cers of the respective districts
so that the development works
can be accelerated according to
the needs of people and in the
areas where the ministers have
suggested improvement,” Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath said
here on Tuesday.

Stressing on the need to
continue with the division-
al/district tour programme of
the GoM, the chief minister has

also given instructions to the
officials to be sensitive to the
problems of the common man
and resolve them at the earli-
est.

After the cabinet meeting
held at Lok Bhavan under the
chairmanship of the chief min-
ister, the presidents of all the 18
ministerial groups gave him
information about the district-
wise status of the divisions
under their charge one by 
one.

It was said that the updat-
ed status of development pro-
jects was reviewed by holding
a divisional review meeting
during the group visit.
Instructions were given to the
officers for quality work while
maintaining the timeline of
the projects.

At the same time, after get-

ting the details of women’s
safety matters, prosecution sta-
tus in SC/ST cases, police
patrolling, child sex offences,
problems of businessmen, and
action against gangsters, the
chief minister issued necessary
instructions for better law and
order with zero tolerance pol-
icy. The GoM also shared with
the CM the experiences of ‘Jan
Chaupal’ and ‘Sahabhoj’ during
their visit.

According to most of the
ministers, there is a positive
atmosphere among people on
the subject of women’s safety,
better health facilities and dis-
tribution of free ration to the
eligible people without dis-
crimination.

The ministers suggested
that there is a need to make the
system of public grievance

redressal better. The ministers
also thanked the chief minister
and said forming 
the GoM was an innovative
move.

In the cabinet meeting,
Deputy Chief Minister Brajesh
Pathak also shared the experi-
ences of ‘Swasthya Chintan
Shivir’, the 14th conference of
the Central Council of Health
and Family Welfare (CCHFW)
held at Kevadiya, Gujarat, from
May 5 to 7. He said that a pre-
sentation was made on the UP
model of communicable dis-
eases including eradication of
encephalitis and eradication
of Kala-azar, apart from the
ongoing efforts to improve the
health infrastructure, 
including one district-one
medical college in the 
state.
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In a first, the Uttar Pradesh
government will undertake

the task of modernising over
2,000 rice mills across the
states to ensure quality control,
so that the finished product
fetches a better price in market.

The move is aimed at
achieving the government’s
goal of self-sufficiency in food
and nutrition security, employ-
ment creation, and wealth gen-
eration. Rice milling is the
oldest and largest agro-pro-
cessing industry in the country. 

There are about 757 large
mills having a milling capaci-
ty of 4 tonnes per hour or more
in the state while the number
of smaller units is about 1,157
with less than 4 MT per hour

milling capacity. The smaller
mills are equipped with tradi-
tional machines due to which
the quality of rice deteriorates
and does not conform to the
standards of the Food
Corporation of India.

“The private rice mills will
be modernised and in this
regard, some mandatory pro-
visions will be made by the gov-
ernment,” Commissioner, Food
and Civil Supplies, Sorabh
Babu said. The department
will soon hold a meeting with
the UP Rice Millers’
Association and millers to
encourage them for the same. 

With the upgrade in
machinery, capacity building,
and use of modern technology,
the government aims to pro-
duce high-quality rice.
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In a move to decongest major
roads, the Delhi Government

on Tuesday decided to con-
struct two new flyovers in East
and West Delhi.  The
Expenditure Finance
Committee (EFC) headed by
Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia has approved a pro-
posal to this effect. The two
new elevated corridors are
expected to be completed in 18
months.

The total cost of a corridor
connecting the Punjabi Bagh
flyover to the Raja Garden fly-
over is estimated at Rs 352.32
crore. Similarly, a flyover
between Anand Vihar and
Apsara Border will cost Rs
372.04 crore. "The Delhi
Government approved two key
flyover projects today. A new
flyover between Anand Vihar

and Apsara Border and a new
elevated corridor between Raja
Garden and the Punjabi Bagh
flyover. These projects are vital
for decongesting city traffic and
shall be completed in 18
months," Delhi Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia said in

a tweet after the meeting.
Reviewing the details of the
project, Sisodia said that lakhs
of commuters will benefit from
the construction of this flyover
and corridor and these projects
will eliminate traffic problems
by increasing the capacity of

the existing roads, making
them safer. Sisodia said that the
Arvind Kejriwal Government is
working on a war footing to
identify traffic hotspots in the
city and decongesting them.
“Our aim is to decongest
Delhi's roads, beautify them
and provide a better experience
to commuters of Delhi as well
as those from other States,” said
Sisodia.

Notably, the stretch
between the Raja Garden fly-
over and Punjabi Bagh flyover
is an important part of the Ring
Road connecting South Delhi,
Gurugram and other parts of
NCR with North Delhi.

Commuters face heavy
traffic here during peak hours.
The one way flyovers and low-
capacity intersections here lead
to heavy traffic jams in the area
creating problems for com-
muters as well as nearby resi-
dential colonies.

“In such a situation, a cor-
ridor development between
Raja Garden flyover and
Punjabi Bagh flyover will help
in decongestion of traffic and
bring relief to lakhs of inter-
state commuters daily,” said an
official. Some of the key fea-
tures of the corridor between

Raja Garden flyover and
Punjabi Bagh flyover are con-
struction of a six-lane elevated
corridor from ESI Hospital to
the existing Club Road half fly-
over and expansion of the half
flyover from two lanes to six. 

Also, development of the
existing Moti Nagar half flyover
from two lanes one way to six
lanes two way and shifting of
the existing subway ramps near
ESI Hospital towards the ser-
vice road on both sides of the
carriageway.

Besides, there are plans to
develop RCC drains, footpaths,
strengthening and beautifica-
tion of existing roads and art-
work on the flyover between
Anand Vihar and Apsara
Border.

“Along with the flyover,
cycle lanes and multi-utility
zones etc. will also be con-
structed,” said the official.

Officials of the Public
Works Department which will
execute these projects, said
these facilities will provide
relief to commuters travelling
to Uttar Pradesh border from
East and northeast Delhi and
also ease movement of
motorists in West Delhi areas
around Ring Road.  
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Tipplers in Delhi may soon
have an altogether different

shopping experience in world-
class mega liquor vends spread
over more than 5,000 square
feet (sq ft), with tasting rooms
and merchandise like cigars,
liquor chocolates and art paint-
ings on sale.

The minimum and maxi-
mum sizes of retail liquor
stores in the city were fixed at
500 sq ft and 2,000 sq ft by the
new Excise Policy being imple-
mented by the Delhi
Government from November
last year. 

The Delhi Government's
Group of Ministers (GoM) has
made several recommenda-
tions for formulating the Excise
Policy 2022-23, including
increasing the maximum size
of retail vends to 5,000 sq ft and
above, officials said. 

The minimum size of 500
sq ft mandated by Excise Policy
2021-22 for retail vends to
provide walk in experience to
customers should be main-
tained, the GoM recommend-
ed in its meeting last month.

"However, the upper limit
of 2,000 sq ft may be increased
to 5,000 sq ft," it said as per an
official document. The GoM

further recommended that in
case licensees intend to open a
retail vend of more than 5,000
sq ft then an additional annu-
al licence fee of Rs 5 crore will
be applicable.

"Such vends will be con-
verted from L-7 V to L-7MV
licence, providing the cus-
tomers a better experience," the
document said. 

These converted retail
vends may also be allowed to
sell ancilliary products includ-
ing cigars, liquor chocolates, art
paintings, high value mer-
chandise such as bottle open-
ers, ice boxes, bar glasses and
other gift items, it said.

Approximately 29 per cent
of the space may be allocated
for the merchandise in the
converted vend.   

These vends can set up a
tasting room within the
premises. These rooms may
only have training and tasting
sessions and will not be used to

serve liquor to consumers,
added the document.

The recommendations of
the GoM will become part of
the Excise Policy 2022-23 after
approval of the Delhi Cabinet,
added the officials.

The Excise Policy 2022-23
being framed by the Delhi
Government may discontinue
the norm of opening two vends
per municipal ward in view of
problems arising out of con-
straints of doing so in unregu-
larised parts of the city, officials
said on Tuesday. 

The Excise Policy 2021-22
notified by the government
had divided the city into 32
zones with 850 retail vends dis-
tributed over a total of 272
municipal wards as well as the
New Delhi Municipal Council
areas and the airport. It had
made it mandatory for each
zonal licence holder to open
two retail liquor stores in each
ward. 
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Acity court has acquitted five
men who were arrested

under the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) of Atrocities Act
(UAPA) for their alleged
involvement with the Laskhar-
e-Taiba (LeT).

Acquitting the accused,
Mohd Shahid, Ashabuddin,
Mohd Rashid, Abdul Subhan
and Arshad Khan, a Pakistani
resident, Additional Sessions
Judge (ASJ) Dharmender Rana

said that the prosecution has
miserably failed to prove its
case and the accused people
deserve to be acquitted. The
court said that mere recovery
of cellphones and SIM cards
used for communication with
a Pakistani number was not
sufficient to prove a terror plot
or conspiracy when there is no
other evidence to prove such a
terror link.

The accused were facing
trial under Sections 120B
(criminal conspiracy) of the
Indian Penal Code and
Sections 18 (conspiracy for
terrorist act), 18B (recruiting a
person for terrorist act) and 20
(member of a terror outfit) of
the UAPA. According to the
court order, it is settled propo-
sition of law that in a criminal
trial, the prosecution is
required to prove its case

beyond a shadow of reasonable
doubt. “With these observa-
tions, the accused are hereby
acquitted of the offences
charged with,” order stated. “It
is alleged by the prosecution
that the accused persons are
members of a banned terrorist
organisation Laskhar-e-Taiba.
The prosecution has placed
heavy reliance upon the inter-
cepted conversations between
the accused persons and the
dreaded terrorist Javed
Balluchi,” the order said.

“Doubts   regarding   the
probative   value   of   inter-
cepted telephonic conversa-
tions have already been dis-
cussed above. Once the inter-
cepted conversations available
on record are discarded, there
is no   material available on
record to connect the accused
persons to LeT. 
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The Delhi Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) on Tuesday

demanded that the New Delhi
Municipal Council (NDMC)
change the names of six streets
in the national Capital bearing
the names of Mughal emperors
and rename them after
Maharshi Valmiki, Maharana
Pratap, General Bipin Rawat
and Dr APJ Abdul Kalam.

The move comes after the
Delhi BJP president submitted
a memorandum to the Delhi
Government to change the
name of 40 villages including
Humayunpur, Yusuf Sarai,
Begumpur, Saidul Ajab and
Hauz Khas and demanded that
they be  rename after freedom

fighters, martyrs, Delhi riot vic-
tims, famous artistes, and
sportspersons.  Adesh Gupta in
his letter to the NDMC
Chairman said that despite
several years of Independence,
names of some roads in Delhi
symbolised "slavery". 

Gupta demanded that
Tughlaq Road be named after
Guru Gobind Singh and Babar
Lane after revolutionary
Khudiram Bose, Aurangzeb
Lane as Dr APJ Abdul Kalam
Lane, Humayun Road as
Maharshi Valmiki Road and
Shahjahan Road as General
Bipin Rawat Road. "It is our
demand that Tughlaq that sym-
bolises slavery be changed to
Guru Gobind Singh Marg for
paying tribute to the great fig-

ure," Gupta said.
He also demanded renam-

ing of Akbar Road after
Maharana Pratap who fought
the Mughals and was consid-
ered "pride of Hindus" on the
Rajput icon's 482nd birth
anniversary. NDMC Vice-
Chairman Satish Upadhyay
told The Pioneer that they will
consider the matter and will
take a collective decision
through proper procedure.

Satish Upadhyay said,
“Naming the roads after free-
dom fighters, martyrs, Delhi
riot victims, famous artistes,
and sportsperson is the best ini-
tiative to show gratitude and
honour to them instead of
bearing names of Mughal
emperors.”
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To check traffic violators, the
Delhi Government’s trans-

port department has installed
a three-lane Speed Violation
Detection System (SDVS) and
an Artificial Intelligence (AI)
camera at a flyover near the
Green Park Metro Station, in
collaboration with Kerala-
based PSU Keltron State
Electronics Development
Corporation Limited as a pilot
project. 

The decision to install the
SDVS and AI camera in Delhi
was taken after a World
Economic Forum (WEF) and
Fédération Internationale de
l'Automobile  (FIA) conference
held recently to address the
issue of road safety in India.
The Head of Communication
Project Group, Keltron, Binsun
NT told The Pioneer that the
WEF and FIA requested them

to make a Proof of Concept
(PoC) of the product in Delhi-
NCR for five to six months to
evaluate its effectiveness and
scalability. Giving the specifi-
cation of the three-lane SDVS,
Binsun said, “The SDVS is
mainly used for identifying
overspeeding vehicles. 

If the vehicle is moving
above the speed limit set for the
road, the SDVS system will
detect the vehicle and issue a
challan which will be fully
admissible in court as we have
a calibrator certificate and the
violators cannot challenge it. 

The system will also click
the images of the car and the
number plate of the violators.”
“The current speed violation
detection systems installed in
Delhi are camera-based solu-
tions with limitations. If the
vehicle is moving at more than
a particular speed then the sys-
tem won’t be able to detect it.
But, the SDVS system is a
radar-based system and it can
detect a vehicle moving at a
speed of up to 240 kms per
hour,” said Binsun. “In Delhi,
people use different kinds of
number plates such as reflec-

tive, non-reflective etc. But the
current cameras are not able to
click pictures of the number
plate of the violators clearly.
However, the SDVS can click
the picture of any kind of
number plate with 99 per cent
clarity. 

The technology used in the
SDVS cameras is a global shut-
ter system which is mainly
used to click the images of fast
moving objects,” he said.

Giving the specifications of
the AI camera, Binsun said that
it is mainly used to detect
people who are in violation of
traffic rules such as riding a
bike without a helmet, and not
wearing a seat belt while dri-
ving, etc. This AI camera can
automatically detect the vehi-
cle and person in violation and
click the picture of the number
plate along with the moving
vehicle.

“These products neither
need maintenance checks nor
do they have any kind of tech-
nical issues. Over 340 SDVSs
installed in Kerala have been
working successfully for the last
six to seven years without any
glitches,” Binsun concluded.
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Members of a fringe Right-
wing outfit staged a

protest near Qutub Minar on
Tuesday demanding that the
centuries-old minaret be
renamed ‘Vishnu Stambh’ and
chanted Hanuman Chalisa out-
side the historic premises.
"About 50 people belonging to
the United Hindu Front and
Rashtravadi Shiv Sena had

gathered for the demonstration
and 44 protestors were detained
under relevant Sections of the
Delhi Police Act as permission
was not granted for the gath-
ering," said Benita Mary Jaiker,
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (South). Jai Bhagwan
Goyal, president, United Hindu
Front alleged that he was to
participate in the protest but
was not allowed by cops to
leave his home in Shahdara, a

claim denied by the police.
Goyal claimed that the

Qutub Minar is the Vishnu
Stambha built by King
Vikramaditya but in later years,
Qutubuddin Aibak claimed
credit for it. 

“There were 27 temples in
the complex and those were
destroyed by Aibak. Proof of all
this is available as people can
find idols of Hindu gods there
which should be kept at one

place and we should be given
the right to worship there,” he
said. The protestors chanted 'Jai
Shri Ram' and recited the
Hanuman Chalisa and Goyal
claimed it was to highlight the
demand of several Hindu
groups.  "We have given a
memorandum of our demands
to Union Home Minister Amit
Shah and Union Tourism
Minister G Kishan Reddy," he
said.
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Scorching heat has delayed
the transfer of a herd of

Sambar deer from the elite
Delhi Golf Club (DGC) to
their new home in the capital's
Asola Bhatti Sanctuary.

One of the oldest and
reputed institutions in the
heart of Delhi, the DGC had
last year approached the Delhi
Forest and Wildlife
Department, requesting them
to shift the deer to the Asola
Sanctuary, which is witnessing
an increase in wildlife popu-
lation.

"It is not exactly known if
the deer existed from the
beginning or if someone intro-
duced them to the
DGC…Their number has
increased over time," an offi-
cial said. The deer stomp on
the grass of the golf course and
damage it. In winter months,
when food is scarce, they start
eating the grass,  which
increases the maintenance

cost, the DGC official said.
Deer need a natural environ-
ment with minimal human
interference, officials said,
adding the transfer will
improve the prey base for
leopards in the Asola sanctu-
ary. 

An official said around six
to seven deer have been shift-
ed from the DGC to the
wildlife sanctuary in a metic-
ulously planned operation.
"Shock and stress are a leading
cause of death among deer. It
is being ensured that they are

shifted from one place to
another when there is minimal
traffic movement and human
interference," the official said.
However, the intense heat has
impeded the drive.           

"Since Asola is a new place
for these Sambar deer, they
may not know the location of
water holes, which will create
stress among them.So, the
transfer of the remaining deer
has been deferred," the official
said.

"We have not removed the
infrastructure, including the
cages and camera traps, from
the DGC. The transfer will
now be carried out after the
heat abates," he said.   The
DGC official quoted above
said some of their members
have also opposed the transfer
of the deer. 

Between 2010 and 2019,
the Rajasthan Forest
Department also relocated
several sambar deer from the
Delhi Golf Club to the
Ranthambore National Park's
buffer areas.
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The Delhi Police’ Special Cell
has arrested a sharp shooter

of Salman Tyagi and Saddam
Gauri gang in connection with
the road side shooting on two
brothers in the crowded Subhash
Nagar area last week. The victims
Ajay Chaudhary and his broth-
er Yashpal were going to Kalra
Hospital to meet their relative on
Saturday when the incident
occurred. Both the brothers are
undergoing treatment at a hos-
pital and their condition is stat-
ed to be critical. 

The accused has been iden-
tified as Ansh Bhumia alias Paras,
a resident of Dabri in Delhi.
Police said that he along with his
associates Adnan Tyagi and Faizal
surrounded Chaudhary's Toyota
Innova car and opened more
than 10 rounds of bullets target-
ing them at a busy traffic junction
in Subhash Nagar According to

Rajiv Ranjan Singh, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police (DCP),
Special Cell, after the incident
which was captured on CCTV,
the three assailants fled away.
“Paras, who is a sharp shooter of
gangster Salman Tyagi and
Saddam Gauri, came out of jail on
April 28. During the investigation
it was revealed that due to an old
enmity, Salman hatched con-
spiracy to eliminate Chaudhary,”
said the DCP. “On the directions
of Salman, the three assailants
attacked Chaudhary and his
brother. Bhumia was arrested on
Monday. One pistol and six
rounds were recovered from
Bhumia's possession,” said the
DCP. “The two-wheeler used in
firing incident was recovered
from DDA Park, Begampur vil-
lage in south Delhi. One Raju (47)
was also arrested on Sunday for
allegedly giving the two-wheeler
to the accused for the crime,”
police said. 
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Expressing displeasure over
its changing stands, the

Supreme Court on Tuesday
asked the Centre to take a
decision on identification of
minorities including Hindus at
the State level within three
months. 

A bench of Justices S K
Kaul and MM Sundresh
directed the Centre to consult
the States. The Centre had in
March said that it was for the
States and Union Territories
(UTs) to take a call on whether
or not to grant minority status
to Hindus and other commu-
nities where they are less in
number. 

But,  on Monday, the
Centre told the apex court that
the power to notify minorities
is vested with the Union
Government and any deci-
sion in this regard will be
taken after discussion with
States and other stakeholders.
“Later, you say the Centre has
powers. In a country like ours,
which has so much diversifi-
cation, we understand but
somebody should have been
more careful. Before these
affidavits are filed everything
is in public domain which has

its own consequences.
Therefore, you have to be
more careful in what you say,”
the bench observed. 

Dictating its order, the
bench said, ”A fresh affidavit
has been filed by the Ministry
of Minority Affairs which
seems to back out what was
said in the earlier affidavit.
Something we don't appreci-
ate. It is now sought to be stat-
ed that the question sought to
be adjudicated has far reach-
ing ramifications throughout
the country. 

“The stand has already
been taken in the first affidavit.
But as per fresh affidavit, the
power is vested with the
Central government to iden-
tify minorities…Aforesaid
being the position, it is neces-

sary that the exercise is taken
by the Centre as proposed. List
on August 30,” the bench said
while seeking a status report
three days before the hearing. 

As the hearing com-
menced, a junior counsel
sought pass over saying that
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta was busy in some other
court. “What I am unable to
understand is Union of India
is not able to decide what to
do. All this thought should
have been given before. This
creates uncertainty and all
this comes into public domain
before we put our eyes on it.
This creates another problem.   

”If the Centre wants to
consult states, we will have to
take a call. Solution can't be
that everything is so complex,

we will do so. This cannot be
the answer from the
Government of India. You
decide what you want to do. If
you want to consult them do
it. Who is stopping you from
doing so,” asked the Judges.     

The apex court had earli-
er granted four weeks to the
Centre to respond to a plea,
which has sought directions
for framing of guidelines for
the identification of minorities
at the state level, contending
that Hindus are in minority in
10 states. In an affidavit filed
in response to a plea filed by
advocate Ashwini Kumar
Upadhyay, the Ministry of
Minority Affairs said the cen-
tral government has notified
six communities as minority
communities under section
2C of the National
Commission for Minorities
Act, 1992. 

Upadhyay had challenged
the validity of section 2(f) of
the National Commission for
Minority Education Institution
Act, 2004, alleging that it gives
unbridled power to the Centre
and termed it "manifestly arbi-
trary, irrational, and offend-
ing". Section 2(f) of the Act
empowers the Centre to iden-
tify and notify minority com-
munities in India..
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The Ministry of Consumer Affairs on Tuesday
warned cab aggregators, including Ola and

Uber, of strict action unless they improve their
systems and redress rising consumer complaints.

The Government held a meeting with the
ride-hailing platforms amid a rise in consumer
complaints of alleged unfair trade practices by
them, including ride cancellation policy, as dri-
vers force customers to cancel trips after accept-
ing bookings, which results in customers pay-
ing cancellation penalties. 

The meeting was attended by representatives
of Ola, Uber, Meru, Rapido and Jugnu.

"We told them about the rising consumer
complaints against their platforms. We gave
them the statistics also. We have asked them to
improve their system and redress the consumer
complaints otherwise the competent authority
will take strict action," Consumer Affairs
Secretary Rohit Kumar Singh said after the meet-
ing.

Hinting at the scale of customer unhappi-
ness against the cab aggregators, he said the
complaints on the Jago Grahak Jago helpline are
just the tip of the iceberg. The Central Consumer
Protection Authority (CCPA) Chief
Commissioner Nidhi Khare said the cab aggre-
gators should immediately come out with solu-
tions.

"The authority is likely to issue an adviso-
ry to ensure that unfair trade practices by cab
aggregators are not carried on in violation of
consumers' rights," she added.

Khare also said the government has com-

municated that there will be "zero tolerance
against such malpractices" by cab aggregators.

On Monday, Singh had said the government
has sought information from the cab aggrega-
tors on how they handled cancellation charges
and surge pricing and how they calculated fares.

"We have asked why the charges to go from
point A to point B are different for two differ-
ent people," Singh had said, adding the ministry
was also keen to know whether these ride-hail-
ing apps have taken adequate measures to safe-
guard consumer data on their platforms.

Last week, Khare said the CCPA received
several complaints from consumers regarding
the cancellation and pricing policy of cab
aggregators.  "The number of complaints is very
high and therefore we have called the cab aggre-
gators for an explanation of their policies," she
said.Citing a few examples, she said the regu-
lator  received many complaints of alleged unfair
trade practices, including cab drivers forcing
consumers to cancel a trip and bear a penalty
as the drivers do not want to accept the ride for
whatever reason.

Khare further said existing consumers are
being charged high rates for a ride, while new
users are lured with lower charges for the same
distance. 

"It appears that cab aggregators are using
algorithms to lure new customers, putting old
customers at a disadvantage. This is an unfair
practice," she added.

Against this backdrop, Khare said the reg-
ulator would like to understand their algorithms
and other policies adopted for operating as cab
aggregators in the country.
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday stayed the

Allahabad High Court order
issuing non-bailable warrant
against Chief Executive Officer
of NOIDA in a contempt case
related to a land acquisition
matter. A bench comprising
Chief Justice NV Ramana and
Justices Krishna Murari and
Hima Kohli agreed to hear the
plea of IAS officer Ritu
Maheshwari against the order
of the High Court.  

“This is a gross case where

a lady appeared in the
Allahabad High Court, her
lawyer was present and sought
a pass over. The High Court
issued the order asking her to
appear and in custody,” senior
advocate Mukul Rohatgi,
appearing for the IAS officer,
said.  “List it tomorrow. Stay the
order,” the bench said. 

On Monday, the Supreme
Court had observed that it has
become a “routine” affair that
Uttar Pradesh officials are
approaching it against the
Allahabad High Court orders
and they do not “respect orders
of the court”.
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday directed the

Madhya Pradesh State Election
Commission (SEC) to issue a
poll programme for local bod-
ies within two weeks, saying
more than 23,263 such bodies
are functioning without elect-
ed representatives for the last
over two years and this is bor-
dering on a “break down of rule
of law”.          

The apex court said the
ongoing activity of delimitation
or formation of the ward can-
not be a legitimate ground to be
set forth by any authority to not
discharge its constitutional

obligation in notifying the elec-
tion programme at the oppor-
tune time and to ensure that
the elected body is installed
before the expiry of five years
term of the outgoing body.

A bench headed by Justice
A M Khanwilkar noted that
until the triple test formality is
completed “in all respects” by
the state government, no reser-
vation for the Other Backward
Classes (OBCs) can be provi-
sioned.

The bench, also compris-
ing Justices A S Oka and C T
Ravikumar, noted if the triple
test exercise cannot be com-
pleted before the issue of the
election programme by the

SEC, the seats, except reserved
for the Scheduled Castes and
the Scheduled Tribes which is
a constitutional requirement,
must be notified as for the gen-
eral category.

“Therefore, we direct the
SEC by way of an interim
order, to issue an election pro-
gramme without any further
delay on the basis of the wards
as per the delimitation done in
the concerned local bodies

when the elections had
become due consequent to the
expiry of five years term of the
outgoing elected body or before
coming into force of the
impugned Amendment Act(s)
whichever is later,” it said. 
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The CBI on Tuesday
searched eight locations in

Jammu, Srinagar and Mumbai,
including premises of then
J&K Bank chairman Haseeb
Drabu, in connection with
alleged irregularities in pur-
chase of a building by the
bank for its integrated office in
Mumbai in 2010.

The Akruti Gold Building
was purchased for around Rs
180 crore and the agency had
registered the case on
November 11 last year on a ref-
erence from the Jammu and
Kashmir government.

The premises of the then
directors of the bank M I
Shahdad and Vikrant Kuthiala,
and Executive Director AK
Mehta were also searched dur-
ing the operation, they said.

"The CBI is today con-
ducting searches at eight loca-
tions including at Jammu,

Srinagar and Mumbai at the
premises of then members of
the Estate Committee of the
Board of Directors, including
then Chairman of J&K Bank,
then directors, then executive
director," the CBI said in a
statement.

The CBI had also con-
ducted searches earlier at var-
ious locations including at
Mumbai, Hyderabad and
Kolkata.

Incriminating documents,
articles and electronic evi-
dence, several bank account
details and bank locker keys
have been recovered during
searches, the agency added.

This is the second search in
this connection.  The four
accused persons were also
members of the estate com-
mittee of the bank.

In its FIR, the CBI has
alleged that the bank had
entered into a deal for its
branch office at the Bandra

Kurla Complex (BKC) with
Akruti Gold at a much higher
rate than offered by other
shortlisted builders causing a
loss of over Rs 100 crore to the
bank.  

The case was earlier probed
by the Anti-corruption Branch
of the Jammu and Kashmir
Police, which had registered an
FIR following a preliminary
inquiry.  

The inquiry report, now
part of the FIR, had said an
advertisement was issued by
the J&K Bank on November 6,
2008, inviting offers for out-
right sale of integrated office
premises at Bandra Kurla,
Mumbai, requiring 20,000 sqft
space. Twenty-five builders
had responded to the adver-
tisement which were opened by
the committee formed for the
purpose and out of the offers
received, eight properties
Ashapura Builders (Hallmark
Business Plaza), Topaz Akruti,

Crescenzo (BKC), Platin BKC,
Naman Centre, Golden
Homeland agencies
(Wockhardt), Windsor and
KRC Towers were shortlisted.  

Of these eight, the rates
offered by Ashapura Builders
were the lowest at Rs 25,000 per
sqft, Ashapura Builders on July
28, 2009, made an offer for its
building's third floor of 30,000
sqft built up area at Rs 22,500
per sqft chargeable area.  

"The application was
processed and submitted to the
then chairman to take a deci-
sion but no decision was taken
regarding finalisation of the
contract with Ashapura
Builders.

A committee was consti-
tuted with approval of the
chairman to take a view with
regard to the offer received. The
committee so constituted has
done nothing in respect of
offers received," the FIR had
alleged. 
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The Centre on Tuesday set a
target to reduce 50 per

cent road accident deaths by
2024. Union Road Transport
and Highways Minister Nitin
Gadkari said a sensitisation of
stakeholders like the Road
Ministry and NHAI for collec-
tively addressing issues regard-
ing road safety is also being
done as road safety is a very
serious issue and there should
be zero tolerance for road acci-
dents.  

The Minister also said
action should be taken imme-
diately on black spots. Black
Spots are locations having
higher concentration of road
accidents.

The minister rued the fact
that India accounted for the
highest number of accidents in
the world, one of the major rea-
sons for which was poor road
engineering. "In our country,

every year about five lakh acci-
dents take place and 1.50 lakh
people lose their lives and a
majority of the victims are
aged between 18 and 45," said
Gadkari.

Gadkari directed the senior
officials to consider and imple-
ment various strategies and
solutions to improve road safe-
ty as early as possible. The
Minister said action should be
taken immediately on black
spots. He said while taking
action three things have to be
considered: immediate mea-
sures, mid-term action, and
long-term action. He said all

Ros (Regional officers) & PDs
(Project directors) should take
a pledge of zero accidents. 

He said that India was los-
ing 3 percent to 5 percent of its
Gross Domestic Product due to
accidents. He noted that a per-
son could get a driving license
in the country very easily
unlike in the United States. It
is also not good for me to tell
you that when we referred to
the records of driving licenses,
at least 30% of them were
bogus and one person had
three to four licenses," Gadkari
mentioned.

"We have changed the sys-
tem and with the help of the
Income Tax department, were
able to take some action on
those people who had multiple
driving licenses," the minister
added.

Gadkari earlier has said
that the road accident sce-
nario in India is more danger-
ous than the pandemic, point-
ing to potential savings of 90

lakh per person if such deaths
are prevented.

"For the government, each
life is precious, whether poor or
rich, urban or rural, male or
female. The situation is alarm-
ing. There are more deaths than
in Covid-19. It is more dan-
gerous than Covid-19," said
Gadkari.

The Road and Transport
and Highways ministry have
swung into action following a
World Bank report on acci-
dents in India which has one
per cent of the world's vehicles
and accounts for 10 percent of
all road crash victims

The report noted that while
the attention last year shifted
due to Covid-19, there is an
interesting link between road
safety and pandemic losses
and unfortunately, the road
crashes have not been going
down and any time 10 percent
of the capacity in hospitals
was being used for the treat-
ment of crash victims.
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In a first among the Central
paramilitary forces (CAPFs),

the Indo-Tibetan Border Police
Force (ITBP) has decided to
induct a batch of eight women
personnel as canine handlers.

These women dog handlers
will be deployed with the canine
squads for roles in various secu-
rity theatres, including in anti-
Naxal operations.

Till now, the role of dog
handlers was tasked exclusively
to the men.

The selected women ITBP
personnel are in the rank of con-
stable and belong to the 'animal
transport' cadre of the special-
ized mountain-warfare Force.

The ITBP is primarily
tasked to guard the 3,488-km-

long Line of Actual Control
(LAC) with China, apart from
rendering a variety of duties in
the internal security domain like
conducting anti-Maoist opera-
tions and carrying out anti-
sabotage checks during high-
profile events and VVIP visits.

The eight women are part of
a 25 personnel team who will
join training in the last week of
this month at the ITBP-run
National Training Centre for
Dogs (NTCD) in the Bhanu area
in Panchkula,Haryana.

" The ITBP has broken the
proverbial glass ceiling by
inducting ladies in the K9
(canine) wing,” said ITBP
Deputy Inspector General
(Veterinary) Sudhakar
Natarajan.

The eight women person-

nel, in an average age bracket of
early to mid-twenties, would be
first put under training for two
to three months as they begin
rearing the Malinois breed of
pups.

This initial course will be
followed by another three
months of a 'tactical obedience
course' and the final leg would
be to undergo three to four
months of 'dual purpose dogs' or
PEDD (patrol and explosive
detection dogs) training, he
said. 

This was probably the last
work profile where women were
not engaged till so far in the
Central forces.

Police forces of Himachal
Pradesh and Maharashtra have
already inducted women as dog
handlers in their canine wing.
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The Ministry of Railways
would launch and operate

the first state of the art fully air-
conditioned Bharat Gaurav
Tourist Train for the Ramayana
circuit. 

Ministry sources said the
proposed 18-day Bharat Gaurav
Tourist train tour to be started
on June 21 will have its first stop
at Ayodhya, the birthplace of
Lord Rama, where tourists will
visit Shri Ram Janmbhumi tem-
ple and Hanuman temple and
additionally Bharat Mandir at
Nandigram. 

After Ayodhya, the next
destination would be Buxar in
Bihar where the tourists will be
shown the hermitage of
Maharishi Vishwamitra and
the Ramrekha Ghat where the
guests can take a holy dip in the
Ganges. The almost 8000-km

circuit in line with the
Government of India initiative
“Dekho Apna Desh” will cost Rs
62,370/- per passenger
According to  IRCTC which
will operate the train, the jour-
ney will further move to
Sitamarhi for the visit of Sita’s
birth place and proceed by
road to Janakpur (Nepal). 

Tourists will stay overnight
at hotels in Janakpur and visit
the famous Ram-Janaki Temple
in Janakpur. After completion
of  Sitamarhi visit, train pro-
ceeds to the oldest living city of
the world, Varanasi.

While at Kashi, tourists will
walk around the temples at
Varanasi Sita Samahit Sthal,
Prayag, Shringverpur and
Chitrakoot will be covered by
road. Night stay at hotels will be
provided at Varanasi, Prayag and
Chitrakoot. The train journey on
the next leg will move to Nasik
for overnight stay at Hotels. Visit

to Trayambakeshwar temple
and Panchvati will be covered
and the next destination after
Nasik is scheduled for the visit
of ancient city of Krishkindha,
Hampi, with overnight stay at
hotels. 

“Here the guests will visit
the temple believed to be the
birth place of Shri Hanuman
atop the Anjaneyadri Hills and
other heritage and religious
sites. Rameshwaram is the next
destination of this train tour
wherein Ramanathaswamy
temple and Dhanushkodi will
be covered along with overnight
stay at hotels. The train desti-
nation is Kanchipuram where
Shiv Kanchi, Vishnu Kanchi
and Kamakhshi temples are
on the day’s excursion.

" From here, the last desti-
nation that the train touches in
this tour is Bhadrachalam in
Telengana state which is also
widely referred to as the

Ayodhya of the south. After this,
the train will return back to
Delhi on the 18th day of its jour-
ney covering roughly a distance
of around 8000 Kms in this
entire Ramayana tour,” IRCTC

official mentioned.
From clean toilets to

enhanced security features of
CCTV cameras and security
guards for each coach have also
been provided for the tourists.
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To make train journeys
more comfortable  for  
passengers travelling with
infants, the railways has
fitted foldable "baby berths"
on the side of lower main
berths of the Lucknow Mail
as part of a pilot project. 

The "baby berth", which
are hinged to the lower
main berths, can be folded
and secured with a stopper
when not in use. 

It has been aligned with
the main berth. On the
Lucknow Mail, two "baby

berths"  of  770 mm in
length, 255 mm in width
and 76.2 mm in height were
fitted to 12 and 60 main
berths of the second cabins
on both ends of coaches on
April 27. 

The (booking) system
will be like the existing
offer of lower berths  to
senior citizens. So if a 
passenger says yes travelling
with a child, the lower berth
with a baby berth will be
reserved for the passenger.
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The Uttar Pradesh
Government has extended

the deadline for submission of
e-bids for the ‘Request for
Proposal’  (RFP) for the
appointment of a consultant
who will work out a roadmap
for making UP a $ 1 trillion
economy in the next five years.
The e-bids may now be sub-
mitted up to May 24. The
technical bids will be opened
on May 25.

This is the third time the
deadline has been extended for
the appointment of a consul-
tant. 

The Yogi Adityanath
Government had floated glob-
al bids to invite proposals for
the appointment of the con-
sultant on March 15 last after
the BJP won the assembly
elections in the state for the
second time in a row.

The assembly election
results were announced on

March 10. The bids
were to be submitted
by April 14 then. The
deadline was later
extended to April 29
and now to May 24.
The Government
explained that over
170 queries were
raised at the pre-bid
conference following
which the
Government felt that
it needed some fol-
low-up measures. 

Companies gave
some suggestions
following which the
State Government
decided to make necessary
corrections. The revised doc-
uments will be uploaded soon.

Official sources said that
the Government was forced to
extend the deadline because of
the fault lines which emerged
during discussions with the
different consultants/compa-
nies. Some of the big names

were reluctant to participate in
the bid. The Government has
now made amendments in the
terms and conditions for the
bidders.

UP’s GSDP (Gross State
Domestic Product) needs a
four to five times push to
reach the target of a one tril-
lion dollar economy and it’s an

uphill task under the existing
institutional framework, forc-
ing top consultants to stay
away from the e-bidding.

The Government dossiers
claim that the GSDP has
already touched �15.80 lakh
crore ($230 billion) with a
rich growth rate of 7 per cent
over the previous year.

It will be a challenging task
to boost up the size of the
GSDP by nearly five times to
reach the target of one trillion
dollars in five years (2022-27),
discounting the dollar fluctu-
ations and global trends.

The Directorate of
Economics and Statistics of UP
Government, in its advance
estimates, has indicated that
the GSDP for 2021-2022
remained at about �19.10 lakh 
crore.

The RFP admits that it is
a Herculean task that demands
some giant steps to be taken by
the State Government to move
forward. 
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The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment on Tuesday decided

to accord cultural university
status to the Bhatkhande
Sangeet Mahavidyalaya and
also approved a proposal to
appoint international-level
medal winners in sports as
grade-1 Government officers.

These decisions were taken
in the State cabinet meeting
held here in Lucknow on
Tuesday. Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Suresh Khanna said
the cabinet approved the draft
bill to replace Bhatkhande
Sangeet Sansthan Deemed
University with the
Bhatkhande State Cultural
University promulgated from
January 6, 2022.

Bhatkhande Sangeet
Sansthan Deemed University,
funded by the Culture depart-
ment, is currently established
for teaching in various disci-
plines of classical music. With
the aim to protect and promote
the culture of the state, there
was a need to set up a cultural
university. This university will

not only give a fillip to the cul-
ture of the state but also will
generate employment, the min-
ister said.

In order to establish the
Bhatkhande State Culture
University by adopting the
Uttar Pradesh State University
Act, 1973, the ordinance of
January 6, 2022 was promul-
gated, the Minister said.

In the second decision, the
state cabinet also approved the
proposal for promulgation of
‘Uttar Pradesh International
Medal Winner Direct
Recruitment Rules, 2022’ for
appointment of medal winners
in international games direct-
ly to 24 gazetted posts.

These 24 posts belong to
nine different departments like
Rural Development, Secondary
Education, Basic Education,
Home, Panchayati Raj, Youth
Welfare, Transport, Forest, and
Revenue. All these posts are
under the purview of the Public
Service Commission and the
appointments will be made
after the consent of the
Commission. For this, the
department of Personnel has

made necessary amendments
in the ‘Uttar Pradesh Public
Service Commission
(Delimitation of Functions)
Regulations, 1954’ Act, Khanna
said.

The posts on which
appointments will be made
are BDO, BSA, DPRO,
Assistant Sports Officer, Naib
Tehsildar and Deputy SP.

Sports and Youth Welfare
Minister Girish Chandra Yadav
said that the medal winners in
Olympics, Asian Games,
Commonwealth Games, World
Cups or World Championships
as well as Paralympic Games
would be entitled for these
posts. “The other criteria is that
the person should be a native
of Uttar Pradesh,” Yadav said.

The State Government also
gave its nod to signing of an
MoU with the Airport
Authority of India (AAI) for
maintenance of five airports in
Aligarh, Azamgarh, Srawasti,
Chitrkoot and Myorpur
(Sonbhadra). Currently, the
government spends Rs 7 crore
per year for maintenance of
each airport.
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The ruling Trinamool
Congress has demanded

apology and resignation of
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah for “peddling an untrue
story about an unfortunate
death” and “terming the mys-
terious death of Arjun
Chowrasia a BJP youth wing
leader at Cossipore in North
Kolkata a political 
murder.”

Hours after the autopsy
report of the deceased — indi-
cating suicide — became pub-
lic Bengal ministers
Chandrima Bhattacharya and
Dr Shashi Panja on Tuesday
said “the version of the
Trinamool Congress has been
proved true and that of Home
Minister Amit Shah who called
it a ‘political murder’ — with-
out even waiting for the autop-
sy reports  — false,” adding “he
owes an apology to the people
of Bengal for making mislead-
ing statement.”

Earlier the military com-
mand hospital authorities sub-
mitted the autopsy report
before the Calcutta High which
had after hearing a petition
ordered an impartial authori-
ty to conduct the postmortem.
The autopsy reports said that
the death of Chaowasia, whose
body was found hanging in an
abandoned room near his res-
idence at Cossipore in North
Kolkata on May 6, was anti-
mortem in nature.

The ministers quoting the
postmortem report said “it
was unbecoming of the Home
Minister of the country to
draw a conclusion without any
authentic report at hand … he
definitely owes and apology …
it is not a political murder as
insisted by the Home Minister.”

Local TMC MLA and
Kolkata Deputy Mayor Atin
Ghosh too attacked Shah for
making a “sweeping statement
… he should resign for the
comment he made out of turn
… this is blatant interference in
the State Government’s juris-
diction.”

TMC spokesperson Kunal
Ghosh said that Shah would
“do good to take a lesson from
the Cossipore incident and
desist from making hurried
statements … he was misled by
his party men who fed him
with a false story for narrow
political gains and he relied on
this demanding a CBI investi-
gation into the incident.”

Senior Bengal minister
Frihad Hakim too attacked the
BJP for playing the politics with
dead bodies. “Having failed to
mislead the people of Bengal
and win their trust in the last
year’s Assembly elections the
BJP has resorted to playing the
politics of corpses … this will
take them nowhere … instead
of working for the people like
Mamata Banerjee does they are
always in the hunt for a dead
body in order to remain rele-
vant in the politics.”
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In a statement that was quick-
ly interpreted by the ruling

Trinamool Congress leader-
ship as one being made by a
BJP leader and not the consti-
tutional head of a State, Bengal
Governor Jagdeep Dhankhar
once again on Tuesday remind-
ed Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee to rise above party
politics to become the "true"
Chief Minister of all and treat
people of all ‘hues’ in same
manner.

After meeting the victims
of post poll violence at the Raj
Bhavan on Tuesday the
Governor said, “I have met the
victims of post poll violence
and heard them … My request
to the Chief Minister will be to
rise above party lines and treat
all the citizens in equal manner
… it is not good for an admin-

istrator to be partial.”
Earlier hundreds of BJP

men along with the victims of
violence led by State
Opposition Leader Suvendu
Adhikari and State BJP presi-
dent Sukanto Majumdar met
the Governor where he heard
the relatives of those killed in
the post poll attacks.

In furtherance to his dis-
cussion with the victims the
Governor said that many of
them were asking for jobs and
said that he would “look into
the matter.” He said “I will dis-
cuss the matter with the Chief
Minister without interfering
in the State’s administrative
business,” adding “I expect that
the Chief Minister should pro-
vide the same relief to the post
poll violence victims that she
provided to the victims of the
Rampurhat (mass murder)
incident.”
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Ayouth is dying every second
due to alcohol consump-

tion, the World Health
Organisation (WHO) has
revealed in its new report released
on Tuesday which  highlights the
increasing use of sophisticated
online marketing techniques for
alcohol and the need for more
effective regulation.

It shows that young people
and heavy drinkers are increas-
ingly targeted by alcohol adver-
tising, often by digital means –
and in many cases regardless of
the social, economic or cultural
environment in receiving coun-
tries. In many cases, the market-
ing goes unabated regardless of
the social, economic or cultural
environment in receiving coun-
tries, said the report titled
“Reducing the harm from alco-
hol — by regulating cross-border
alcohol marketing, advertising
and promotion” which was
released on Tuesday. Talking
about the health hazards of alco-

hol, the report points out that
alcohol is taking a toll on one per-
son every 10 seconds. Almost
three million people lose their
lives every year due to con-
sumption of liquor. The WHO
has called upon the countries for
the need for more effective reg-
ulation.

“A disproportionate num-
ber of these alcohol — related
deaths occur among younger
people, with 13.5% of all deaths
among those who are 20–39
years of age being alcohol-relat-
ed. “Alcohol robs young people,
their families and societies of their
lives and potential,” said Dr
Tedros Ghebreyesus, Director
General, WHO.  “Yet despite the
clear risks to health, controls on
the marketing of alcohol are
much weaker than for other psy-
choactive products. Better, well
enforced and more consistent
regulation of alcohol marketing
would both save and improve
young lives across the world.”

In addition, alcohol con-
sumption among women is an

important growth sector for alco-
hol production and sales.“While
three quarters of the alcohol is
consumed by males, alcohol mar-
keters tend to see the lower rate
of women drinking as an oppor-
tunity to grow their market,
often depicting drinking by
women as a symbol of empow-
erment and equality. They orga-
nize corporate social responsi-
bility initiatives, on topics such as
breast cancer and domestic vio-
lence, and engage with women
known for their success to pro-
mote brands of 
alcohol.”

“Sponsorship of major sport-
ing events is another key strate-
gy used by transnational alcohol
companies. The increasing mar-
ket of e-sports, including com-
petitive gaming events, is anoth-
er opportunity to sponsor events
and increase brand recognition
and global sales. So is product
placement in movies and serials,
many of which are streamed on
international subscription chan-
nels,” the report says.
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The Union Territory
Administration in Jammu

and Kashmir has embarked on
an ambitious journey to ferry
a transhumant population
comprising Gujjars,
Bakkerwals, Gaddi and Sippis
to the highland pastures in
Kashmir this summer season.

It is for the first time the
government has decided to
provide transport facilities to
minimize hardship of the
nomads during the seasonal
migration.  

According to the first sur-
vey of the transhumant tribal
population conducted by the
Tribal Affairs department in
2021 around 6.12 Lakh people
migrate every year to highland
pastures known as 'Dhoks'.

Dr Shahid Iqbal
Choudhary, Secretary to the
Government, Tribal Affairs
department said, "To start with,
a fleet of 40 trucks have been
deployed to transport around
30,000 families from Jammu to
Kashmir via Mughal road and

National Highway-44
connecting Jammu
with Srinagar".  Dr
Choudhary said,
funds amounting to
Rs 6.80 Cr have
already been released
to the Jammu and
Kashmir Road
T r a n s p o r t
Corporation for 30
trucks. "The deptt endeavours
to include more trucks and
some passenger vehicles for
movement of migratory tribal
families during the annual sea-
sonal migration and on return",
he added.

On Tuesday a fleet of six
trucks was formally flagged off
by Assistant Commissioner
Revenue Rajouri, Imran Rashid
Kataria carrying the migrato-
ry population to dokhs of Peer
Panjal.

While speaking at the
event, the ACR said that the
initiative has been taken to
minimise the hardships of the
migratory population during
their journey to the upper
reaches.

"Earlier, they had to cover
the entire journey on foot
which caused a lot of inconve-
nience to them but with this
move, the sufferings of these
families have mitigated to a
great extent", he added.

District Tribal Officer,
Wakeel Ahmed Bhatt informed
that these vehicles would con-
tinue to move to and fro dur-
ing the entire migratory season
and anyone who is willing to
avail the benefits of the initia-
tive can contact ACR office or
the office of the District Tribal
Welfare department for neces-
sary assistance.

Official sources said, "the
transit accommodations will be
used for brief halts on way to

highland pastures and will also
serve as pick-up and drop-off
points for the transportation
system". 

Welcoming the initiative
Dr Javaid Rahi, author and
researcher on tribal issues said,"
"it's a welcome step and would
go a long way in facilitating
movement of tribals from one
location to another. In the past
private parties used to hire
transport services for shifting
livestock during emergencies.
It is for the first time the gov-
ernment is organising smooth
transport of tribal population
to highland pastures to cut
down their hardships and chal-
lenges". Dr Rahi said, "in the
past several mishaps took place
on national highways where
livestock was crushed to death
and the tribals could not get
anything in return. The safe
mode of travel would surely
bring down the death rate due
to mishap during peak season
and would help the tribal pop-
ulation live a peaceful life with-
out facing many hardships
during transit".
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Aday after the ruling Shiv
Sena leaders questioned

the doctors at the Lilavati
Hospital about the nature of
treatment that Independent
MP Navneet Rana received at
the hospital, Maharashtra
Health Minister Rajesh Tope
disapproved the management
facilitated the conduct of a
photo session for Navneet
while she was undergoing
treatment at the hospital.

Talking to media persons
here, Dr Tope said that he had
so far not seen such a photo-
session held at a time when CT
and MRI scan being conduct-
ed on a patient, as it happened
in the case of Navneet after she
was admitted to the hospital in
the wake of her having been
granted bail on May 4 in the
case involving their arrest over
threat to recite “Hanuman
Chalisa” in front of  chief
minister Uddhav Thackeray’s
private residence “Matoshri” at
Bandra  in north-west

Mumbai.
“I am the Health Minister

of the state. But, I have so far
not seen such a photo-session
being held when the patient
was undergoing CT or MRI
scan at the hospital. Whatever
happened at the Lilavati was
improper. If the people use it
as precedent to hold similar
photo-sessions at other hospi-
tals,  it  will  also be 
improper”.

Dr Tope was responding to
queries if the state government
would initiate any action
against Lilavati for facilitating
such a photo-session at the x-
department of the 
hospital.

It may be recalled that on
Monday, senior Shiv Sena lead-
ers had visited Lilavatr Hospital
— where she was admitted
after she was granted bail in the
“Hanuman Chalisa” case —
and questioned the doctors
about the nature of treatment
that she underwent at the hos-
pital.

After the Sena team’s visit

to the hospital, the H-West
Ward Office of the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) had issued
a notice to the Lilavati Hospital
seeking an explanation on sev-
eral alleged violations of med-
ical norms that have come to
light during the team’s visit to
the hospital.

While questioning the
doctors at the hospital, the
Sena team — comprising Dr.
Manisha Kayande,  former
Mayor Kishori Pednekar who
is a professional nurse , Rahul
N Kanal and Anil S Kokil —
had sought details of the MRI
scanning done on Navneet at
the hospital and sought expla-
nation for the ‘wrongdoings’ as
seen in photos/videos circu-
lated on social media in the
past few days.

“How was ‘shooting’ of
photographs and videos per-
mitted inside the MRI room,
under what circumstances and
who authorised it,”Dr. Kayande
had asked.

“Why were mobiles, cam-

eras with metallic, electric or
electronic devices allowed in
the MRI room when it is
banned as per the hospital
rules for such sensitive loca-
tions,” Pednekar had wanted to
know.

Kanal and Kokil wanted to
know how certain ‘unautho-
rised persons’ were allegedly
allowed entry to the VVIP
patient’s room and even posing
for selfies with the MP. Dr.
Kayande and Pednekar won-
dered how the lady MP — who
had complained of severe back
pain and spondylosis — was
made to lie on her back, how
she lifted her head when being
rolled inside the MRI machine.

“When she was rushed to
the hospital, she appeared in
great distress… then all these
pictures/videos came out and
on Sunday she was discharged,
she looked hale and hearty. She
looked absolutely fit and fine
quite contrary to her earlier
severe medical condition.
That’s why we have raised our
doubts,” Dr. Kayande  said.
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The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has

suspended nine pilots and 32
cabin crew for failing the pre-
flight breath analyser (BA) test.

While two pilots and two
cabin crew have been sus-
pended for a period of three
years for the second time in
four months, as many as 37
other pilots and cabin crew
have been suspended for a
period of three months for test-
ing BA positive for the first
time.

The DGCA said during the
period of four months com-
mencing from 1st Jan 2022, it
carried out 48 enforcement
actions for the violations of the
various requirements of the
regulation regarding testing of
crew for the consumption of
alcohol.
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The Maharashtra govern-
ment has teamed up with

an NGO YouthAid Foundation,
to start a unique “Rajyavyapi
Udyamita Yatra” under which
a travelling bus will impart job
skills to 4,000 youths in 36 dis-
tricts of the state during the
next 40 days.

Maharashtra Minister for
Skill Development,
Employment and
Entrepreneurship Rajesh Tope
on Tuesday flagged off the
Rajyavyapi Udyamita Yatra bus
from Vidhan Bhavan in south
Mumbai.  

Talking to media persons
after flagging off the bus yatra,
Tope said: “The COVID 19
Pandemic disrupted the liveli-
hoods of many urban, rural,
and tribal poor populations. It
is our commitment to helping
them by creating opportunities

to re-start and revive business
activity. For the next 40 days,
this yatra will run through 36
districts ensuring a state-wide
outreach to people who are
really in need of appropriate
livelihood options.”

Giving details of the yatra,
YouthAid Foundation’s founder
Mathew Mattam said: “Our
trainers who will meet and
train 4000 desirous entrepre-
neurs through the entire route
of 4000 kilometers travel cov-
ering 36 districts. They will also
meet more than 40,000 people
during this yatra and provide
training to start micro-busi-
ness, awareness in schools and
colleges on entrepreneurs, and
interact with people who have
an idea but don’t know how to
go ahead with starting their
business innovations as well as
to create an entrepreneurial
mindset among the 
people.”

“As a part of Rajyavyapi
Udyamita Yatra, there will be a
3-day entrepreneurship train-
ing programmes in each dis-
trict. We will provide support
for legal compliances, and
information about government
schemes and link those
schemes to entrepreneurs after
they complete training besides
providing marketing support to
start 4000 micro-businesses by
end of the December in all over
36 districts,” Mattam said.

Even after the completion
of the Yatra, YouthAid
Foundation will continue to
extend support to the trained
entrepreneurs, an assistance
that will help create self-
employment at the local level
and migration will reduce from
villages to cities.

According to Mattam, the
yatra will play an important
role to encourage local entre-
preneurs, businesses, and local

markets will be developed. The
yatra also will reach youth to
create an entrepreneurial
mindset among them so that
they need not be job seekers,
but instead job creators. “This
yatra will be part of the foun-
dation's larger goal to reach 1
million entrepreneurs by 2030,”
Mattam said.

Mattam said that  among
other things, the  yatra would
help the people to nurture
their business ideas and men-
tor them towards business
growth so that they can make
their presence in the entrepre-
neur eco-system and contribute
to inclusive socio-economic
growth. “The yatra is con-
tributing towards achieving
the Sustainable Development
Goals of the United Nations
and self-reliance (Atmanirbhar
Bharat), a concept propagated
by the Government of India,”
he said.
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The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) on

Tuesday issued a “red” warning
for the Andhra Pradesh coast
for cyclone Asani.  This means
local authorities need to take
action to prevent disasters asso-
ciated with the cyclone as
severe cyclone Asani has
changed its track significantly
and is likely to touch the
Andhra Pradesh coast between
Kakinada and Visakhapatnam.

Union Home Secretary
Ajay Bhalla on Tuesday
reviewed preparedness for
severe cyclone Asani, which is
moving over Bay of Bengal, off
Andhra Pradesh and Odisha
coasts, where rescue troops
were deployed for assistance of
civilians.

According to the IMD,
Asani is likely to weaken grad-
ually into a cyclone by

Wednesday morning and into
a depression by May 12 morn-
ing but before it weakens, it is
forecast to cause intense rain-
fall and extremely strong winds
along Andhra Pradesh and
Odisha coasts.

Asani, which means wrath
in Sinhalese, is likely to move
northwestwards and reach west
central Bay of Bengal close to
Kakinada-Vishakhapatnam
coasts by Wednesday morning.
Thereafter, IMD said, Asani is
likely to recurve slowly north-
northeastwards and move
along Andhra Pradesh coast
between Kakinada and
Vishakhapatnam and then
emerge into northwest Bay of
Bengal off North Andhra
Pradesh and Odisha coasts.

The cyclone would have
wind speeds of 75-85 kmph
gusting to 95 kmph on the
Andhra Pradesh coast and 45-
55 kmph gusting to 65 kmph on

the Odisha coast. Suspension of
fishing operations has been
suggested. Storm surge of height
of about 0.5 m above astro-
nomical tide is likely to inundate
low lying areas of Krishna, East
and West Godavari and
Vishakhapatnam districts of
Andhra Pradesh, IMD has
warned. Moderate rainfall at
many places with heavy to very
heavy rainfall at isolated places
is likely over coastal Andhra
Pradesh and Odisha is likely
from May 10 night.

The National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) has
earmarked a total of 50 teams
for undertaking rescue and
relief operations in areas affect-
ed by Asani.  Of the 50 teams,
22 have been deployed on the
ground in West Bengal, Odisha
and Andhra Pradesh while the
remaining 28 have been asked
to be on alert within these
states.
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spark for fire to ignite.
Today they look orches-

trated, timed, and choreo-
graphed to achieve a political
end. Earlier the perpetrators
were generally local leaders
abetted by land mafia and
petty criminals. They had
small goals, grabbing land,
wielding power at the local
level, and making money. The
riots that are taking place now
have bigger scope and yield
timed to bring in the political
harvest.

For instance, Ramnavmi
processions pass through
Muslim areas waving swords,
hurling abuses at Muslims. It
is no religious celebration but
a war cry. As a result, the riots
take place in six-seven States
simultaneously as its com-
mand centre is the same. It is
of course facilitated by social
media. Hate speech, attacking
the lifestyle and cultural ethos,
and provoking the other com-
munity with abuses and arms.

The foot soldiers know
they have impunity; they
would not be touched. The
excruciatingly slow judicial
process would ensure they go
scot free.

Another point of depar-
ture is the aftermath. The
administration blatantly pun-
ishes the riot victims rather
than the perpetrators. After the
Ramnavmi processions are
gone, bulldozers arrive. The
authorities have you believe
that it is an innocuous

encroachment removal drive.
But it happens exactly at the
same spot in Jahangirpuri
where stones were pelted.

The Muslim residents are
locked while their shanties
are flattened. To make it look
even-handed some Hindu
houses also bear the brunt.
When the media lights are out
and bulldozers are gone, both
communities pick up their
belongings and life again as if
it was their destiny.

What started with lynch-
ing is now upgraded to rioting.
It is coming of age of a mind-
set guided by expediency and
hatred that is moving in the
direction of a pogrom. 75
years on the wheel has come
full circle. The idea now is not
to kill or grab land by making
minorities flee but to instil a
sense of insecurity and fear, to
teach them a lesson so that
they know their place in the
country. While the majority
gets a sense of one-upmanship,
right-wing supremacy touch-
es a new high. The vote harvest
replaces the vote banks!

The political scientists
Gareth Nellis, Michael Weaver,
and Steven Rosenzweig of Yale
University made some startling
observations in their paper
“Do political parties matter for
ethnic violence? Evidence
from India”. They statistically
proved that the election of a
Congress legislator in State
Assemblies significantly
reduced the likelihood of riots

there. And that the BJP gains
in the aftermath of riots while
Congress rule diminishes the
probability of riots by as much
as 10 per cent.

If the Yale study is right,
which has strong data to back
it, riots are a sure-fire way for
the BJP to win a constituency
where Muslims are in major-
ity. The riots and the right-
wing BJP are a winsome com-
bination. The majority votes
polarise and voters think
beyond their caste.
Jahangirpuri in Delhi is a
point in the case. It has a
Muslim majority. The riots in
Kishtwar in Jammu and
Muzaffarnagar in Uttar
Pradesh preceding the gener-
al elections in 2014 saw the BJP
come out with flying colours.

Today hijab, halal, meat
ban, masjid loudspeakers,
Mughal atrocities, and bull-
dozers are new trending buzz
words in political discourse. A
divided society seldom pros-
pers and grows. For time
being, pressing issues of mis-
management, price rise, and
unemployment may be
eclipsed by hate mongering but
sooner than later they return
to haunt the country. Just for
reference, our neighbour Sri
Lanka did something of this
sort to Tamils and today it is
fighting for its survival.

(The writer is a columnist
and documentary filmmaker.
The views expressed are 
personal.)
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Sir — The decision taken by the UP
Government to restrict the use of loud-
speakers in public places, especially at
temples and mosques, is most welcome.
It will be good if other States follow the
example of UP in keeping with the inter-
ests of the social environment. In India,
the use of loudspeakers on various occa-
sions, mostly during religious festivals, has
been a long contentious issue. The word
“noise” is derived from the Latin 
term “nausea.” 

In a sense, sound, which pleases the
listeners is music, and that which causes
pain and nuisance, is noise.  However, at
times what is music for some can be noise
for others. In fact, noise is more than just
a nuisance.  It constitutes a real danger to
people’s health. Day and night, at home,
at work, and at play, noise can cause seri-
ous physical and psychological disorders.
Long-term exposure to noise can cause
a variety of health issues like sleep disor-
der, negative effects on the cardiovascu-
lar and metabolic system, and cognitive
impairment in children. Many people
don’t realise that noise pollution is a seri-
ous problem which impacts human
health.  In fact, WHO’s findings reveal that
noise is the second largest environmen-
tal cause of health problems just after the
impact of air pollution.

Ranganathan Sivakumar | Chennai
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Sir — Better late than never, the Union
Government has belatedly — a day
before the Supreme Court hearing the
matter — realised the need (and agreed)
to reexamine and reconsider Section:
124A of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) per-
taining to sedition in an indication that
it is veering round to the view that it has
to be deleted from the law book for good.
If indeed the Government agrees to its
deletion, it will be an act of rectification
and a significant step forward in our jour-
ney as a democratic polity. Even if it sticks
to its long-held stand that it should be
retained, the Supreme Court may hold it
constitutionally invalid and strike it

down. There is no denying the fact that
the Government has weaponised the sedi-
tion law for political ends for quite some
time now. Instances of sedition cases clear-
ly reveal how the Government equates
itself with the country and misconstrues
any criticism of it as a seditious activity.

There has been a phenomenal rise in
the number of sedition cases filed on the
flimsiest of grounds since the assumption
of power by the BJP in 2014. Tweets and
slogans in support of causes such as sec-
ularism and social justice have been held
to be seditious. Dissent is the safety valve
of democracy. Still oft-times dissent is syn-
onymised with sedition. The wording of
Section 124A makes it very easy for the
state to interpret it to suit its interest. We
don’t need (and we can do without) a
colonial-era law that is misuse-prone 
and shackles the citizenry and 
undermines democracy. 

G David Milton | Tamil Nadu
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Sir — I am a disability activist and
raise the issues of the disabled wher-
ever and whenever required. However,
my experience is bitter in this regard
as nobody is prepared to listen to the
problems of this class of society and
they are a harried lot and have to face
problems at every stage of life. 

Parliament passed the first disabil-
ity act in 1996 which is still not prop-
erly implemented but such kinds of
irregularities don't happen in the
USA. Due to non implementation of
act, a particular section of disabled are
being paid less pension as well as 
family pension despite the fact that
India  is  s ignator y to var ious 
international treaties

Yash Pal Ralhan | Jalandhar
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Recently Nityanand Rai,
Minister of State for
Home Affairs, informed
the Lok Sabha that 3,399

communal riots took place in five
years from 2016 to 2020. That is
almost two riots a day. It is no
mean achievement for any
Government to manage two riots
a day. For the home media, it may
not be newsworthy, but for the
western media it is. It is report-
ing riots in India ardently.

Riots are not new to our
country. It saw the worst riot
when India became free.
Thereafter, it became a recurring
phenomenon. The story was the
same, almost rerun of the past,
two groups, generally religious,
clash, loot and kill.

The administration takes its
own time to control it and soon-
er or later restores normalcy. But
till properties worth millions of
rupees are destroyed and scores
are left dead, no one is responsi-
ble, no one is guilty. Dead are
buried or consigned to flames,
and life goes on, burying the riots
in yet another statistical figure for
posterity. Needless to mention, it
happens in most populous areas
where people are weak and vul-
nerable.

So why is the world media
crying hoarse about riots now?
Why so much hullabaloo about
the riots that happened in recent
times, especially in Delhi and
Uttar Pradesh?

The short answer is “motives”.
It is not localised in its scope. It
is scripted and orchestrated with
precision. And of course, it has
political dimensions to it. It is cor-
related to electioneering and
translates into electoral gains. 75
years hence the rioting finds a
new purpose.

While all these years the
riots were localised. They did not
spread simultaneously in sever-
al States. While some parts of the
country burned, the rest
remained peaceful, even in the
aftermath of the Babri Masjid
demolition. Or for that matter in
Gujarat in 2002.

Let's face it, there has been
simmering unease between
Hindus and Muslims. But they
have coexisted, tolerating each
other’s differences in their stride.
But someone has to provide the
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plea “within a reasonable period of
time”. On September 8, 2017, the
High Court rejected the petition,
saying it could not pass any order
as the question of whether a High
Court can direct a speaker to
decide on a disqualification peti-
tion within a time frame is pend-
ing before a Supreme Court bench.
On January 29, 2018, the appellant
again moved the High Court,
which concluded on July 23, 2019,
that the speaker was a quasi-judi-
cial authority who was required to
take a decision within reasonable
time - much less than five years,
the prescribed term of the House-
but it declined to pass an order.

The case reached the Supreme
Court where a three-judge bench
headed by Justice Nariman asked
the speaker Y. Khemchand to decide
the disqualification petitions with-
in four weeks. This was the first time
the court had set a time limit for a
speaker’s decision. Khemchand did
not pass his order in four weeks. He
asked for ten more days, and when
the ten days passed, he asked for
another fifteen days, which the
bench did not accept. The bench
removed Thounaojam
Shyamkumar Singh from the state
cabinet and restrained him from
entering the Legislative Assembly till
further orders. 

Article 212 of the Constitution
bars the judiciary from interfering
with the proceedings of the legis-
lature. That was the article under
which the speakers took protection
to enjoy the licence and liberty to

play the game their party leaders
wanted them to. In the
Thounaojam Shyamkumar Singh
case, the court was forced by the
speaker’s deliberate indecision and
inaction on the disqualification
petitions to invoke Article 142,
which allows the Supreme Court
to pass any order necessary for
doing complete justice in any
cause or matter.

A year or so later the Supreme
Court intervened again to set a
time limit for the speaker’s decision
in the Goa case. In July 2019, ten
Congress MLAs and two
Maharashtrawadi Gomantak Party
MLAs defected to the BJP and
were rewarded with ministries
and other offices of power. The
speaker sat over the disqualifica-
tion petitions against them for one
and half years, until the Congress
went to the Supreme Court, which
asked the speaker to make his deci-
sion by April 20, 2021. The same
year the Calcutta High Court set
a time for the Speaker of the West
Bengal Assembly to decide on the
disqualification petition against
Mukul Roy who, after being elect-
ed on a BJP ticket, had defected to
the Trinamool Congress.

The conclusion is obvious.
For the anti-defection law to be
effective, an amendment has to be
made to take away the power of the
speaker to decide on disqualifica-
tion cases. The power must 
be vested in an independent
authority. In the Thounaojam
Shyamkumar Singh case the

Supreme Court said, “Parliament
may seriously consider amending
the Constitution to substitute the
Speaker of the Lok Sabha and
Legislative Assemblies as arbiter of
disputes concerning disqualifica-
tion which arise under the Tenth
Schedule with a permanent
Tribunal headed by a retired
Supreme Court Judge or a retired
Chief Justice of a High Court, or
some other outside independent
mechanism, to ensure that such
disputes are decided both swiftly
and impartially, thus giving real
teeth to the provisions contained
in the Tenth Schedule, which are
so vital in the proper functioning
of our democracy.”

An independent authority that
decides the case within a reason-
able time limit alone can deter
political parties and elected repre-
sentatives from arriving at oppor-
tunistic pacts to twist and mangle
the mandate of the people. The
time limit should be three months,
extendable by three more months
only on reasonable grounds. 

The law should also be amend-
ed to deny any defector an office
of power during the term of the
house. If the defectors would not
get anything after they defect why
would they defect? 

Vice-President Venkaiah
Naidu should advise his
Government to move amend-
ments in the law to make these
changes in order to establish, what
he said, the primacy of “character,
conduct and caliber” in politics. 
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(The writer is an 
independent journalist
and author. The views

expressed are personal.) 

Tamil Nadu chief minis-
ter M. K. Stalin com-
pleted one year in office

on May 7. He has emerged out
of the shadows of his famous
father and late former chief
minister M. Karunanidhi.
Stalin now has to live up to the
voters’ expectations, given the
fact that he assumed office
when Tamil Nadu lacked
charismatic leaders.

Secondly, the coffers of the
Tami Nadu Government are
not in a healthy state. Thirdly,
having been out of power for
ten years, the Stalin-led DMK
had promised the moon to the
voters for coming to power.
Stalin said after taking oath:
“The DMK Government will
function so that those who
voted for the party will be
happy about its performance
and those who did not will feel

sorry for not voting for it.” 
Stalin spent the first three

months dealing with the
Coronavirus pandemic and
managed it somewhat cred-
itably. Tamil Nadu faced tor-
rential rains and flood havoc
for the next two months.
Therefore, he could concen-
trate on development only for
the remaining seven months of
his first year in office.

He has delivered on some
promises, such as free bus-
rides for women, medical care,
and education for the home-
less. More promises in a list of
500 are yet to be met, includ-
ing the monthly provision of
Rs 1,000 to homemakers, and
custodial deaths, which have
focussed on the law enforce-
ment personnel.

Stalin is now confident of
acquiring a national profile.

Apart from the electoral suc-
cess, the DMK strengthened
its position by winning the
urban polls in a big way three
months ago. DMK has dabbled
in national politics and partic-
ipated in the National Front,
United Front, NDA, and UPA
Governments. So, there is
nothing wrong with Stalin’s
ambition.

In the past year, Stalin first

pitted his “Dravidian model
against Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s (Gujarat
model.) Explaining his ambi-
tion, Stalin tweeted, “The goal
of the Dravidian model is to
build a better Tamil Nadu.”

Secondly, having emerged
as a good negotiator in alliance
politics at the state level, he
aims to take it to the national
level. He could bring togeth-
er 12 parties, including the
Communist parties and the
Congress in the state. He
would like to play a role in
elections in 2024 and be a gal-
vanizing force among non-BJP
parties, some of whom do
not see eye to eye with
Congress.

Thirdly, Stalin is playing
an aggressive role in promot-
ing the ideas of federalism and
social justice. He has floated

the All-India Federation for
Social Justice to “achieve prin-
ciples of social justice and
federalism at the national
level”.Fourthly, Stalin used the
emotional issue of language
and encouraged the anti-Hindi
imposition sentiments. 

Fifthly and more impor-
tantly, Stalin has shown his ini-
tiative on the foreign policy
front vis a vis Sri Lanka, which
faces an unprecedented polit-
ical and economic crisis. Stalin
has not only met Modi offer-
ing to help the Sri Lankan
Tamils but also expressed con-
cern about the refugee inflow.
Tamil Nadu has always want-
ed a say in the Sri Lankan pol-
icy, and the Centre often went
along with the sentiments of
Tamil Nadu political parties.

Stalin recently got a unan-
imous resolution passed in

the Assembly and has
appealed to the public to make
voluntary donations to the
Sri Lankan cause. As chief of
the DMK, he announced an Rs
crore donation. He announced
that the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment would soon be sending
40,000 tonnes of rice, 500
tons of milk powder, and life-
saving drugs in the first phase
to the neighbouring country. 

Sixthly, Stalin recently
inaugurated the DMK office in
Delhi as part of his national
ambition. “For me, all state
parties opposing BJP should
join hands with Congress and
the Left to form a team against
BJP,” he said.

Seventhly, to enhance his
growing national stature, he
mobilised a galaxy of non-BJP
leaders for his book release on
February 28. They included

Sonia Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi,
Farooq Abdullah, Tejaswi
Yadav, Uddhav Thackeray,
among others.

Stalin launched a struggle
against the Centre on many
issues. He has been network-
ing with chief ministers to
press the Centre to share a
more significant share of
Goods and Services Tax. The
resolution against the NEET
selection measures to bring
back education on the state
list, and reservations in med-
ical education, are some of the
issues. 

The low-profile leader cer-
tainly has made a mark at the
national level. However, is one
year enough to judge a person’s
abilities? Certainly not, but it
indicates which direction his
Government is moving 
forward.  
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(The writer is a senior 
journalist. The views

expressed are personal.)
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����5*�1� In a recent address at Bengaluru, Vice-
President Venkaiah Naidu lamented
that the anti-defection law had failed
to check mass defections and suggest-

ed an amendment in the law to stop it. The
lamentation and suggestion coming from
someone who had been BJP president
sounds bold, as several mass defections in
the recent years have been engineered by
the party. However, Naidu was speaking
there not as a BJP man but as Vice-
President and his observation does not
apply to one party. And indeed, why blame
the BJP alone? Given their time, all par-
ties have trampled the anti-defection law
under their feet.

The central flaw in the anti-defection
law has been the assignment of total
authority to the speaker to decide on the
petition. All political parties have used the
speaker as the weapon to defeat the law.
In theory an MLA or MP, after being elect-
ed as speaker (presiding officer of the
house), ceases to be partisan. In practice
they remain partisan. They do the bidding
of the top leadership of the party they
belong to.

Any party leadership usually wants the
speaker to sit over the disqualification
petition till the term of the house is over.
That helps the leadership kill the petition
without looking like having done so,
because the case is not carried on to a new
house. The speaker adroitly follows the
party leadership’s brief by giving long dates
of hearing and stretching on issues of pro-
cedure and evidence. 

Nobody can question the speaker. The
petitioners and the aggrieved political
party in opposition have to put up with
his naked partiality. Even the judiciary
cannot question the speaker, because the
law does not allow it to interfere with the
case prior to the making of the decision
by the speaker. That has allowed the party
leaderships to reward the defectors imme-
diately with offices of power and help
them enjoy it till the end of the term of
the house.

The anti-defection law, referred to as
the Tenth Schedule, was added to the
Constitution through the Fifty Second
(Amendment) Act, 1985. For 35 years
since then the speakers colluded with their
party leaderships to stretch the proceed-
ings in disqualification cases to defeat the
purposes of the law, without the fear of the
judiciary intervening to set a time for their
decision. However, it changed in early
2020 with Thounaojam Shyamkumar
Singh’s case. 

Thounaojam Shyamkumar Singh was
elected as an MLA on a Congress ticket
in Manipur in 2017. Immediately after his
election he defected to the BJP and was
rewarded by the party with a cabinet berth
with several portfolios-town planning and
forest and environment and horticulture
and soil conservation. The Congress
party filed a petition in the Manipur High
Court seeking directions to the speaker Y.
Khemchand to decide the disqualification
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Sri Lanka's Ministry of
Defence on Tuesday

ordered the Army, the Air
Force and the Navy personnel
to open fire on anyone looting
public property or causing
harm to others amidst violent
protests in the island nation
over the unprecedented eco-
nomic crisis. 

The order came after
embattled President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa urged people to
stop "violence and acts of
revenge" against fellow citizens
and vowed to address the polit-

ical and economic crisis facing
the nation. The death toll rose
to eight in the unprecedented
violence that erupted after
supporters of then prime min-
ister Mahinda Rajapaksa
attacked anti-government pro-
testers here on Monday. 

Though Mahinda
Rajapaksa, 76, has quit as
prime minister, this has failed
to bring calm.

Nearly 250 people have
been injured in the violence in
Colombo and other parts of
the country. The Ministry of
Defence has ordered the tri-
forces to open fire on anyone

looting public property or
causing harm to others, the
Daily Mirror newspaper quot-
ed the Army Spokesman as
saying. A curfew is in force
across the island nation after
mobs burned down the ances-
tral home belonging to the rul-
ing Rajapaksa family amid
mounting anger at the worst
economic crisis. 

Anti-government protest-
ers have also set up a check-
point on the road leading to
the Bandaranaike International
Airport in Colombo to prevent
the Rajapaksa family loyalists
from fleeing the country.

Sri Lanka is facing its worst
economic crisis since gaining
independence from Britain in
1948.

The crisis is caused in part
by a lack of foreign currency,
which has meant that the
country cannot afford to pay
for imports of staple foods and
fuel, leading to acute shortages
and very high prices. 

Meanwhile, anti-govern-
ment protesters in Sri Lanka on
Tuesday set up a checkpoint on
the road leading to the
Bandaranaike International
Airport in Colombo to prevent
the Rajapaksa family loyalists
from fleeing the country, as
violence and widespread
protest continued against the
regime over the country's
worst economic crisis in
decades.

"Large group of people
have set up a checkpoint on the
road leading to the Katunayake
Airport. They are trying to
prevent ruling faction loyalists
from fleeing the country,"
News 1st channel reported.

The Bandaranaike
International Airport in
Colombo is locally known as
Katunayake Airport.

Mahinda, along with his
wife and family, fled his official
residence — Temple Trees —

and took shelter at a naval base
in Trincomalee — a port city
on the northeast coast of Sri
Lanka. Throughout the night
on Monday, the police fired
teargas shells to quell mobs try-
ing to enter the Temple Trees
residence. 

In the early hours of
Tuesday, police fired tear gas
and warning shots to hold
back mobs as security forces
moved Mahinda and his fam-
ily out of his official residence.

A protest has begun in
front of the Trincomalee Naval
Base after reports that
Mahinda and some of his fam-
ily members are there after
leaving Temple Trees.

On Monday, protesters
attacked the ancestral home of
the Rajapaksas in Hambantota,
the houses of 14 former min-
isters, 18 lawmakers, including
former Deputy Speaker, and
leaders loyal to the Rajapaksa
family.

Meanwhile, the number
of people injured in recent
clashes has risen to 249, while
7 were killed in the same,
hospital sources said.

A Spokesperson for the
National Hospital stated that
232 people injured in the clash-
es have been admitted to the
hospital for treatment so far.
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Sri Lankan President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa on

Tuesday urged people to stop
"violence and acts of revenge"
against fellow citizens and
vowed to address the political
and economic crisis facing the
nation, even as his elder broth-
er and former prime minister
Mahinda Rajapaksa was evac-
uated to a naval base for his
safety after a series of attacks
on his supporters that left at
least eight people dead.

Nearly 250 people have
also been injured in the vio-
lence in Colombo and other
parts of the country. A curfew
is in force across the island
nation after mobs burned
down the ancestral home
belonging to the ruling
Rajapaksa family amid mount-
ing anger at the worst eco-
nomic crisis. 

Though Mahinda
Rajapaksa has quit as prime
minister, this has failed to
bring calm. The protesters are
demanding the resignation of

President Gotabaya as well."I
appeal and urge people to
remain calm & stop violence &
acts of revenge against citizens,
irrespective of political affilia-
tions. 

All efforts will be made to
restore political stability
through consensus, within
constitutional mandate & to
resolve economic crisis,"
President Gotabaya tweeted
in his first comments since the
outbreak of the violence that
saw arson attacks on the homes
of several former ministers
and politicians.Hours later, the
defence ministry ordered the
Army, the Air Force and the

Navy personnel to open fire on
anyone looting public proper-
ty or causing harm to others.
Mahinda, 76, resigned as prime
minister on Monday amid
unprecedented economic tur-
moil, hours after his support-
ers attacked anti-government
protesters, prompting author-
ities to impose a nationwide
curfew and deploy Army
troops in the capital. The attack
triggered widespread violence
against pro-Rajapaksa politi-
cians.

Mahinda, along
with his wife and family, fled
his official residence - Temple
Trees - and reportedly took
shelter at a naval base in
Trincomalee - a port city on
the northeast coast of Sri
Lanka.Throughout the night
on Monday, the police fired
teargas shells to quell mobs try-
ing to enter the Temple Trees
residence. In the early hours of
Tuesday, police fired tear gas
and warning shots to hold
back mobs as security forces
moved Mahinda and his fam-
ily out of his official residence.
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Aformer Haitian senator is
facing charges in the

United States related to last
year's assassination of former
Haiti President Jovenel Moise,
authorities said.

John Joel Joseph made his
initial appearance Monday in
Miami federal court, according
to court records. The Haitian
citizen was extradited from
Jamaica to US on Friday to face
charges of conspiring to com-
mit murder or kidnapping out-
side United States and provid-
ing material support resulting
in death, knowing or intending
that such material support
would be used to prepare for or
carry out conspiracy to kill or
kidnap. He faces a possible life

sentence. According to a crim-
inal complaint, Joseph and oth-
ers, including about 20
Colombian citizens and sever-
al dual Haitian-American citi-
zens, participated in a plot to
kidnap or kill Haiti's presi-
dent, who was ultimately slain
at his home in Haiti on July 7.

Joseph was arrested in
Jamaica in January along with
his wife and two sons. In
March, he agreed to be extra-
dited to the US. Meanwhile, his
family requested asylum in

Jamaica, but it wasn't clear if the
government of the Caribbean
island granted it. Joseph's attor-
ney, Donahue Martin, did not
immediately return a message
for comment.According to a
report from Haiti's National
Police that The Associated Press
obtained last year, at least one
person identified Joseph as 

one of the leaders accused
of plotting Moise's assassina-
tion. The source said Joseph
paid cash for rental cars that
suspects used and met with
them ahead of killing. Joseph is
one of more than 40 suspects
arrested in presidential slaying,
and third one to be extradited
to US to face charges as pro-
ceedings in Haiti languish, with
at least two judges stepping
down from case.
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Aformer top official of
Pakistan's top investiga-

tion agency who probed several
high-profile corruption cases
against political bigwigs,
including Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and his family,
has died of a heart attack,
according to media reports on
Tuesday.

Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) former director
Mohammad Rizwan, 47, went
on long leave just before the
formation of PMLN-led coali-
tion government and was later
transferred from the office of
FIA Lahore director last month,
the Dawn newspaper reported.

He was replaced by
Additional Director Abu Bakar
Khuda Baksh as head of the
joint investigation team (JIT)
probing the sugar crisis.His
name was also placed on the
no-fly list. According to a fam-
ily member, Rizwan suffered a
cardiac arrest in the early hours
of Monday and he was shifted
to the hospital where he was
pronounced dead. 

His funeral will be held
here on Tuesday. Rizwan
belonged to police service and
rank of a DIG.  During his
posting as FIA Lahore chief,
Rizwan probed into money
laundering and market manip-
ulation charges against sugar
baron Jahangir Khan Tareen
(who is currently supporting
the ruling PML-N) and former
federal industries minister

Khusro Bakhtiar and his fam-
ily members and two sugar
mills of media houses. The FIA
investigators under Rizwan
detected Rs110 billion earned
by the sugar mafia during the
rule of Imran Khan-led
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
rule through 'speculative pric-
ing'. Further action in sugar
scam was halted due to politi-
cal reasons.

In money laundering
probe, the investigation team
under Rizwan detected 28
benami accounts (accounts
opened in the name of anoth-
er person) of the Shehbaz fam-
ily through which money laun-
dering of over Rs14bn was
committed during 2008-18,
according to the FIA.

The money (Rs14bn)
received from the accounts of
low-wage employees by
Shehbaz Sharif was transferred
outside Pakistan via
hundi/hawala networks, ulti-
mately destined for beneficial
use of his family members,
according to FIA.

Former prime minister
Imran Khan expressed his con-
dolences over death of Rizwan.
"Saddened to learn of the pass-
ing of Dr Rizwan one of most
upright & courageous officers
who withstood pressure while
investigation & preparing the
Rs 16 bn money laundering
case against Crime Minister SS.
My condolences & prayers go
to his family," Khan said in a
tweet,  referring SS to Shehbaz
Sharif. 
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Teams in white protective
suits are entering the homes

of coronavirus-infected people to
spray disinfectant as Shanghai
tries to root out an omicron out-
break under China's strict "zero-
COVID" strategy.

City official Jin Chen said
Tuesday that in older commu-
nities with shared bathrooms
and kitchens, the homes of any-
one else who uses those facilities
will also be disinfected.  He tried
to address public concern about
damage to clothing and valu-
ables, saying residents can inform
the teams about anything that
needs protection.Shanghai also
suspended service on the last two
subway lines that were still oper-
ating Tuesday, marking the first

time the city's entire system has
been shut down, according to
The Paper, an online media out-
let.

The latest measures come as
Shanghai has ordered people in
some districts to stay in their
homes again after letting some
out for limited shopping in
recent weeks. The latest steps
have further frustrated residents,
who were hoping a more than
monthlong lockdown was final-
ly easing as the number of new
cases in the city falls.

Most of the city of 25 million
people appear confined to their
apartments or residential com-
plexes, though there has been
some easing in outlying subur-
ban areas without new cases in
their communities. AP video
shot  Monday showed a silent

and deserted city, with only a
very occasional vehicle and a few
food delivery drivers on scoot-
ers moving down empty roads.

The daily number of new
cases in Shanghai fell to about
3,000 on Monday, down from a
peak of 26,000 in mid-April.
Authorities have kept most of the
city bottled up as they try to stop
spread of virus, even as many
other parts of world are loosen-
ing restrictions and trying to live
with it. 

Six more COVID-related
deaths were reported in China's
largest city, raising toll from
outbreak to 553. Beijing, the cap-
ital, began another round of three
days of mass  testing for millions
of its residents in a bid to prevent
an outbreak from growing to
Shanghai proportions. 
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ATaiwanese human rights
activist who served five

years in jail in China said that
international pressure and the
tireless advocacy by his wife
worked to ensure his safe
return to Taiwan. "I know that
my life's safety and security was
defended by many people,
thanks to everyone, I have
never felt abandoned or alone,"
Lee Ming-che said at a press

conference Tuesday in his first
public appearance since being
released from prison. Lee
Ming-che was arrested by
Chinese authorities in 2017 and
charged with subversion of
state power. His arrest was
China's first criminal prosecu-
tion of a nonprofit worker
since Beijing passed a law
tightening controls over foreign
non-governmental organiza-
tions in 2016. His arrest
marked a turning point as

China showed that it would
not hesitate to prosecute
Taiwanese individuals for polit-
ical activism, regardless of the
harm it would bring to cross-
Strait relations. 

It also raised public aware-
ness in Taiwan of the tangible
consequences of China's
authoritarian rule on individ-
uals as relations between
Taiwan and China worsened
with election of President Tsai
Ing-wen. China claims Taiwan
is a part of its national territo-
ry and has not ruled out force
to bring island under its rule.
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Hong Kong leader Carrie
Lam said Chinese patriots

are now firmly in charge of the
city following the election of its
new leader, who ran unop-
posed in a process controlled
by Beijing. 

Lam's comments came a
day after a carefully vetted
election committee voted over-
whelmingly to approve John
Lee, a hard-line security chief
who oversaw a crackdown on
Hong Kong's pro-democracy
movement after massive
protests turned violent in 2019. 

The protests led to the
imposition by Beijing of a
sweeping National Security
Law and the reorganisation of
the city's legislature. Political
opponents were subsequently

jailed, dissenting voices
silenced and the organised
opposition quashed. Appearing
with Lee, Lam said such
changes were necessary to
restore order and stability in the
Asian financial hub. 

"I want to thank the central
government again for taking
resolute measures when Hong
Kong faced unprecedented
challenges," said Lam, who is
stepping down after a single

five-year term as leader. "It for-
mulated the National Security
Law, which helped Hong Kong
transform from chaos to order,
and also improved Hong
Kong's electoral system so that
we can achieve long-term peace
and stability," Lam said. Lee
won more than 99 per cent of
the vote cast by the 1,500
members of the election com-
mittee. 

While China cited the need
to restore order as the motiva-
tion for political change in
Hong Kong, the demand that
only patriots - defined as those
loyal to the ruling Communist
Party - could hold office was a
central theme. The establish-
ment of the political system of
"patriots running Hong Kong"
is vital for Hong Kong's future,
Lam said.
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Ferdinand Marcos Jr.'s  appar-
ent landslide victory in the

Philippine presidential election
is giving rise to immediate
concerns about a further ero-
sion of democracy in the region,
and could complicate American
efforts to blunt growing Chinese
influence and power in the
Pacific.

Marcos, the son and name-
sake of longtime dictator
Ferdinand Marcos, captured
more than 30.8 million votes in
Monday's election according
to an unofficial count, more
than double those of his closest
challenger.

If the results stand, he will
take office at the end of June for
a six-year term with Sara
Duterte, the daughter of out-
going President Rodrigo
Duterte, as his vice president. 

Duterte - who leaves office
with a 67% approval rating -
nurtured closer ties with China
and Russia, while at times rail-
ing against the United States. He
has walked back on many of his
threats against Washington,

however, including a move to
abrogate a defense pact between
the two countries, and the lus-
ter of China's promise of infra-
structure investment has dulled,
with much failing to material-
ize. 

Whether the recent trend in
relations with the U.S. Will
continue has a lot to do with
how President Joe Biden's
administration responds to the
return of a Marcos to power in
the Philippines, said Manila-
based political scientist Andrea
Chloe Wong, a former
researcher in the Philippine
Department of Foreign Affairs.

"On the one hand you have
Biden regarding geostrategic
interests in Philippines, and on
other hand he has to balance
promoting American democ-
ratic ideals and human rights,"
she said. 

"If he chooses to do that, he
might have to isolate Marcos
administration, so this will def-
initely be a delicate balancing
act for Philippines,  and Marcos'
approach to U.S. Will highly
depend on how Biden will
engage with him."
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Russian forces pounded
away at the vital port of

Odesa, Ukrainian officials said
Tuesday, as part of an apparent
effort to disrupt supply lines
and weapons shipments. 

On the other end of the
southern coast, they ham-
mered a steel plant where
Ukrainian fighters are denying
Moscow full control of anoth-
er critical port.

Days after the dramatic
rescue of what some officials
said were the last civilians
trapped at the plant in
Mariupol, authorities said
about 100 were still believed to
be in the network of under-
ground tunnels under bom-
bardment. The strikes come as
the grisly toll of the war con-
tinued to take shape, with the
Ukrainians saying they found
the bodies of 44 civilians in the
rubble of a building in the
northeast that was destroyed
weeks ago.

The Ukrainian military
said Tuesday that Russian
forces fired seven missiles a day
earlier from the air at the cru-
cial Black Sea port of Odesa,
hitting a shopping center and
a warehouse. One person was
killed and five were wounded,
the military said.

Ukraine alleged at least
some of the munitions used
dated back to the Soviet era,
making them unreliable in
targeting. But the Center for
Defense Strategies, a Ukrainian
think tank tracking the war,
said Moscow did use some pre-
cision weapons against Odesa:
Kinzhal, or "Dagger," hyper-
sonic air-to-surface missiles.

Ukrainian, British and
American officials warn Russia
is rapidly using up its stock of
precision weapons and may
not be able to quickly build
more, raising the risk of more
imprecise rockets being used as
the conflict grinds on. 

Ever since President
Vladimir Putin's forces failed
to take Kyiv  in the early days
of the war, he has said his focus
is the country's eastern indus-
trial heartland of the Donbas
- but one general has suggest-
ed Moscow's aims also include
cutting Ukraine off from its
entire Black Sea coast.

That would give it a swath
of territory that would link
Russia to both the Crimean
Peninsula, which it seized in
2014, and Transnistria, a pro-
Russian breakaway region of
Moldova. 

Even if it falls short in the
goal of severing Ukraine from
the Black Sea Coast - and it

appears to lack the forces to do
so - continuing missile strikes
on Odesa reflect the city's
importance as a strategic trans-
port hub. The Russian military
has repeatedly targeted the
city's airport and claimed that
it has destroyed several batch-
es of the Western weapons that
have been key to Ukraine's
resistance.

Odesa, Ukraine's largest
port, is also a major gateway
for grain shipments, and
Russia's blockade of it is
already threatening global food
supplies. And the city is also a
cultural jewel, dear to
Ukrainians and Russians alike
and targeting carries symbol-
ic significance as well.

The strikes came the same
day Russian President
Vladimir Putin marked his
country's biggest patriotic hol-
iday  without being able to
boast of major new battlefield
successes. On Monday, he
watched troops march in for-
mation and military hardware
roll by in a Victory Day parade
on Moscow's Red Square to
celebrate the Soviet Union's
role in the 1945 defeat of Nazi
Germany.

A symbol of Russia's diffi-
culties is the city of Mariupol,
where Russian forces have
sought for weeks to end the

resistance of Ukrainian
defenders making their last
stand.

Petro Andryushchenko,
advisor to the city's mayor, esti-
mated in a social-media post
that at least 100 civilians
remain trapped in under-
ground bunkers in the
Azovstal mill. Ukrainian and
Russian authorities previously
said a convoy over the weekend
led a third evacuation of hun-
dreds of civilians from the
mill to safety in a government-
controlled city. 

Separately, Donetsk
regional governor Pavlo
Kyrylenko said Tuesday that
those civilians were people
"that the Russians have not
selected" for evacuation. It
wasn't immediately clear how
the two officials knew that, and
the fighters still at the plant
were yet to confirm it.

Earlier, Ukrainian and
Russian officials had said all
civilians had been evacuated
from the plant.

With Russian forces strug-
gling to gain ground in the

Donbas, military analysts sug-
gest that hitting Odesa might
serve to stoke concern about
southwestern Ukraine, thus
forcing Kyiv to station more
forces there. That would pull
them away from the eastern
front as its military stages
counteroffen-
sives near the
city of Kharkiv,
aiming to push
the Russians
back across the
border there.

K h a r k i v

and the surrounding area has
been under sustained Russian
attack since the beginning of
the war in late February.
Dozens of bodies were found
in a five-story building that
collapsed in March in Izyum,
about 120 kilometers (75
miles) from Kharkiv, Oleh
Synehubov, the head of the
regional administration, said
Tuesday in a social media
message.

"This is another horrible
war crime of the Russian occu-
piers against the civilian pop-
ulation!" said Synehubov.

Izyum lies on a key route
to the eastern industrial region
of the Donbas, now the focus
of Russia's war in Ukraine.
Synehubov did not say specif-
ically where the building was.

Also Tuesday, the
Ukrainian military warned
that Russia could target the
country's chemical industries.
The claim wasn't immediately
explained in the report. But
Russian shelling has previous-
ly targeted oil depots and other

industrial sites during the war.
Meanwhile, satellite photos

showed intense fires in
Russian-held territory in
southern Ukraine on Monday.
A cause for the fires wasn't
immediately clear. However,
Planet Labs images showed
thick smoke rising to the east
of Vasylivka, a city which is
flanked by nature preserves.

Also, satellite pictures ana-
lyzed by The Associated Press
showed two ships off Ukraine's
Snake Island on Monday after-
noon. One of the ships seen in
the images from Planet Labs
PBC appeared to be a landing
craft. Ukraine has repeatedly
struck Russian positions there
recently, suggesting Russian
forces may be trying to re-staff
or remove personnel from the
Black Sea island.

In Washington, President
Joe Biden signed a bipartisan
measure to reboot the World
War II-era "lend-lease" pro-
gram, which helped defeat
Nazi Germany, to bolster Kyiv
and Eastern European allies.
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With no major new battle-
field success to boast of,

Russian President Vladimir
Putin marked his country's
biggest patriotic holiday with-
out even uttering the word
"Ukraine," as the Kremlin's
forces had little to no progress
to show for their latest offensive.

The Russian leader oversaw
a Victory Day parade Monday
on Moscow's Red Square,
watching as troops marched in
formation and military hard-
ware rolled past in a celebration
of the Soviet Union's role in the
1945 defeat of Nazi Germany.

Many Western analysts had
expected Putin to use the hol-
iday to trumpet some kind of
victory in Ukraine or announce
an escalation, but he did neither.
Instead, he sought to justify the
war again as a necessary
response to what he portrayed
as a hostile Ukraine.

"The danger was rising by
the day," Putin said. "Russia has
given a preemptive response to
aggression. It was forced, time-
ly and the only correct deci-
sion."

With the conflict grinding
through its 11th week, he

steered clear of battlefield
specifics, failing to mention
the potentially pivotal battle for
the vital southern port of
Mariupol.

Meanwhile on the ground,
intense fighting raged in
Ukraine's east, the vital Black
Sea port of Odesa in the south
came under repeated missile
attack, and Russian forces
sought to finish off the
Ukrainian defenders making
their last stand at a steel plant
in Mariupol.

Putin has long bristled at
NATO's creep eastward into
former Soviet republics.
Ukraine and its Western allies
have denied the country posed
any threat.

As he has done all along,
Putin falsely portrayed the
fighting as a battle against
Nazism, thereby linking the
war to what many Russians
consider their finest hour: the
triumph over Hitler. The Soviet
Union lost 27 million people in
what Russia refers to as the
Great Patriotic War.

After unexpectedly fierce
resistance forced the Kremlin to
abandon its effort to storm
Kyiv over a month ago,
Moscow's forces have concen-

trated on capturing the Donbas,
Ukraine's eastern industrial
region.

But the fighting there has
been a back-and-forth, village-
by-village slog, and analysts
had suggested Putin might use
his holiday speech to present
the Russian people with a vic-
tory amid discontent over the
country's heavy casualties and
the punishing effects of Western
sanctions.

Others suggested he might
declare the fighting a war, not
just a "special military opera-
tion," and order a nationwide
mobilization, with a call-up of
reserves, to replenish the deplet-
ed ranks for an extended con-
flict.

In the end, he gave no sig-
nal as to where the war is
headed or how he might intend
to salvage it. Specifically, he left
unanswered the question of
whether or how Russia will
marshal more forces for a con-
tinuing war."Without concrete
steps to build a new force,
Russia can't fight a long war,
and the clock starts ticking on
the failure of their army in
Ukraine," tweeted Phillips P.
O'Brien, professor of strategic
studies at the University of St.
Andrews in Scotland.

Nigel Gould Davies, former
British ambassador to Belarus,
said: "Russia has not won this
war. It's starting to lose it." 

He said that unless Russia

has a major breakthrough, "the
balance of advantages will shift
steadily in favor of Ukraine,
especially as Ukraine gets access
to growing volumes of increas-
ingly sophisticated Western
military equipment."

Despite Russia's crackdown
on dissent, antiwar sentiment
has seeped through. Dozens of
protesters were detained around
the country on Victory Day,
and editors at a pro-Kremlin
media outlet revolted by briefly
publishing a few dozen stories
criticising Putin and the inva-
sion.In Warsaw, antiwar pro-
testers splattered Russia's
ambassador to Poland with
what appeared to be red paint
as he arrived at a cemetery to
pay respects to Red Army sol-
diers who died during World
War II.

As Putin laid a wreath in
Moscow, air raid sirens echoed
again in the Ukrainian capital.
But Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy declared
in his own Victory Day address
that his country would eventu-
ally defeat the Russians.

"Very soon there will be
two Victory Days in Ukraine,"
he said in a video. He added:
"We are fighting for freedom,

for our chil-
dren, and
therefore we
will win."A
Z e l e n s k y y
adviser inter-
preted Putin's
speech as indi-
cating that
Russia has no
interest in esca-
lating the war
through the use
of nuclear
weapons or
direct engage-
ment with
NATO.
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Washington sought to por-
tray a united front against

Russia's invasion of Ukraine as
President Joe Biden signed a
bipartisan measure to reboot the
World War II-era "lend-lease"
programme, which helped
defeat Nazi Germany, to bolster
Kyiv and Eastern European
allies. The signing Monday
came as the U.S. Congress is
poised to unleash billions more
to fight the war against Russia
- with Democrats preparing
$40 billion in military and
humanitarian aid, larger than
the $33 billion package Biden
has requested. 

It all serves as a rejoinder to
Russian President Vladimir
Putin, who has seized on
Victory in Europe Day - the
anniversary of Germany's
unconditional surrender in 1945
and Russia's biggest patriotic
holiday - to rally his people
behind the invasion.

"This aid has been critical to
Ukraine's success on the battle-
field," Biden said in a statement. 

Biden said it was urgent that
Congress approve the next
Ukraine assistance package to
avoid any interruption in mili-
tary supplies being sent to help
fight the war, with a crucial
deadline coming in 10 days. 

"We cannot allow our ship-
ments of assistance to stop
while we await further
Congressional action," he said.
He urged Congress to act - and
"to do so quickly."

In a letter delivered to
Capitol Hill on Monday,
Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin
and Secretary of State Antony

Blinken urged Congress to act
before May 19, when the exist-
ing drawdown funds run out.
The Pentagon has already sent
or committed all but $100 mil-
lion of the $3.5 billion in
weapons and equipment that it
can send to Ukraine from its
existing stockpiles. And that
final $100 million is expected to
be used no later than May 19,
they said.

"In short, we need your
help," they said in the letter,
which was obtained by The
Associated Press. "The ability to
draw upon existing DoD stocks
has been a critical tool in our
efforts to support the
Ukrainians in their fight against
Russian aggression, allowing
us to quickly source equipment
and ensure a sustained flow of
security assistance to Ukraine."

The resolve from Biden
and Congress to maintain sup-
port for Ukraine has been last-
ing, but also surprising. Still, as
the months-long war with
Russia grinds on, the bipartisan
showing for Ukraine will be test-
ed as the U.S. And allies are
drawn closer toward the con-
flict.

The House could vote as

soon as this week on the bol-
stered Ukraine aid package,
sending the legislation to the
Senate, which is working to con-
firm Biden's nominee Bridget
Brink as the new Ukrainian
ambassador. 

The House's Tuesday
schedule mentioned the
Ukraine legislation, but it was
unclear how firm that was.’

With the president's party
holding only the slimmest
majorities in the House and
Senate, Republican coopera-
tion is preferred, if not vital in
some cases, for passage of the
president's strategy toward the
region."I think we will be able
to do it as quickly as possible,"
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi
said over the weekend about an
emerging aid package. 

"We have great bipartisan-
ship in terms of our support for
the fight for democracy that the
people of Ukraine are making." 

Despite their differences
over Biden's approach to foreign
policy and perceived missteps in
confronting Russia, when it
comes to Ukraine the members
of the House and Senate have
held together to support the
president's strategy. 
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New Delhi: Mahindra
Construction Equipment
(MCE) is looking to enhance its
market share in the backhoe
and motor grader segments this
fiscal, a top company official
said.

The entity, which sold a
total of around 1,000 units last
fiscal, is also looking to expand
in the overseas markets.

"This fiscal we are antici-
pating the domestic construc-
tion equipment industry
(backhoe loaders) to grow by 8-
10 per cent over FY22 .. As a
company, we are looking to
increase our market share in
the backhoe loaders from the
current 2.5 per cent level,"
M&M Business Head -
Commercial Vehicles Business
Unit - Jalaj Gupta told PTI.

He noted that the backhoe
loader segment de-grew by 28
per cent last fiscal as compared

with FY21.
The segment saw a dip in

sales in the 2021-22 fiscal as
cost of machines went up due
to the transition from BS-III
norms to BS-IV with effect
from April 1, 2021, he said.

"In the next 4-5 years, due
to the various initiatives that
the government is taking on
infrastructure development,
the broad outlook for the
industry looks very positive,"
Gupta stated. PTI

New Delhi: Hospitality indus-
try body FHRAI has sought
intervention of the parliamen-
tary standing committee on
finance for regulation of online
travel and food aggregators,
alleging anti-competitive prac-
tices by the tech platforms.

In a letter to the parlia-
mentary standing committee
on finance chairman Jayant
Sinha, FHRAI said a handful of
Online Travel Aggregators
(OTAs) as well as Food Service
Aggregators (FSAs) have cre-
ated havoc.

The parliamentary panel is
examining alleged illegal prac-
tices of big tech players and
technology platforms that
could adversely impact com-
petition in the Indian market.

"The primary reason for
the intervention of the com-
mittee is enormous public
interest /consumer interest in
this matter. The customers face
continuous problems of non-
fulfilment of prior commit-
ments coupled with almost
zero complaint redressal mech-

anism from the OTAs and
FSAs," Federation of Hotel &
Restaurant Associations of
India (FHRAI) vice president
Gurbaxish Singh Kohli wrote.

He further said, "Due to
plundering of business interests
of lakhs of hotels and restau-
rants in the country, it is imper-
ative to ensure a protective
mechanism in the face of
predatory pricing and anti-
competitive tactics adopted by
OTAs and FSAs."

It is also a matter of con-
cern that through internation-
al funding the FSAs and OTAs
used to garner customers or
divert them to their forum,
Kohli added.

According to FHRAI, the
common problems from FSAs
and OTAs arise from their
inability to service customers.

"At times, the OTAs and
FSAs show on their platforms
that the restaurants are not
operating and rooms are sold
out, but in fact, they are unable
to service their customers
thereby causing great trouble to

both the customer and the
service provider," it said.

Alleging hidden charges
levied by OTAs and FSAs, the
hospitality industry body said
these platforms "often indulge
in double dipping by inflating
charges payable by consumers
through levies raised under
different names and pretexts,
and which consumers are often
confused to think that the
same is levied by hotels and
restaurants."

These charges include con-
venience fees, service and
packaging charges which are
not levied by the business,
delivery charges, transaction
fees to offset credit card com-
mission, tips which are sup-
posed to be paid to delivery
persons, and donations col-
lected for different charities.

"None of these charges are
levied by the hotel or the
restaurant and the consumers
are made to believe that the
charges are levied by the hos-
pitality industry," it pointed 
out. PTI
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New Delhi: Financial technol-
ogy firm NTT Data Payment
Services India has raised Rs 90
crore from its Japan-based par-
ent firm NTT Data
Corporation to expand offer-
ings and aims to double revenue
in the next two to three years.
NTT Data Payment Services
India CEO Dewang Neralla on
Tuesday said the funds will be
utilised for scaling up compa-
ny solutions in the payment
aggregator space and acquiring
smaller companies to strength-
en its presence in the financial
technology segment.

"The idea is to build scale
organically and acquire small-
er companies to grow both
organically and inorganically.
We closed last financial year
with revenue in the range Rs
272-280 crore which we plan to
double in the next two to three
years," he said.

The company caters to
more than 60 lakh merchants

in sectors, including education,
government, retail, BFSI and
healthcare.

"With India being one of
the core markets for NTT
Data, this capital infusion will
further strengthen our pay-
ments' business and is in tan-
dem with our long-term
growth strategy.

"As there is a huge
untapped market, we will
explore both organic as well as
inorganic opportunities. The
funds will only give us further
impetus to our growth
momentum. Further fund infu-
sion will be decided based on
the future opportunities,"
Neralla said.

With the new funds, the
company is looking to foray
into newer segments such as
Bharat Bill Payment Operating
Unit. Neralla said the compa-
ny will apply for Bharat Bill
Payment Operating Unit per-
mit this year. PTI
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Epidemic Preparedness
Innovations (CEPI) on Tuesday
said it will provide up to USD
19.3 million (about Rs 149
crore) to Bharat Biotech
International, the University of
Sydney, and Switzerland-based
ExcellGene SA for the devel-
opment of a "variant-proof "
SARS-CoV-2 vaccine candi-
date.

CEPI will fund the initia-
tive under its USD 200 million
programme to advance the
development of vaccines that
provide broad protection
against SARS-Cov-2 variants
and other betacorona 
viruses.

The funding will support
the consortium as it seeks to
establish preclinical and clini-
cal proof of concept for an
adjuvanted subunit vaccine
designed to provide broad pro-
tection against all known
SARS-CoV-2 variants of con-
cern, as well as future variants
of the virus which have not yet

emerged.
CEPI will fund the

researchers to conduct activi-
ties including immunogen
design, preclinical studies,
manufacturing process devel-
opment and a Phase 1 clinical
trial.

"As repeated waves of
COVID-19 infection remind
us, we will be living alongside
the virus for many years to
come. The threat of a new vari-
ant emerging that might evade
the protection of our current
vaccines is real, so investing in
R&D for variant-proof SARS-
CoV-2 vaccines is a global
health security imperative,"
CEPI CEO Richard Hatchett
said.

He further said: "Our part-
nership with Bharat Biotech,
University of Sydney and
ExcellGene will advance the
development of a vaccine can-
didate to protect against future
variants of COVID-19, poten-
tially contributing to the long-
term control of the virus." PTI
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New Delhi: Gold in the nation-
al capital on Tuesday declined
by Rs 115 to Rs 50,983 per 10
grams amid rupee appreciation,
according to HDFC Securities.

The precious metal had
settled at Rs 51,098 per 10
grams in the previous 
trade.

Silver, however, gained Rs
214 to Rs 61,569 per kg from
Rs 61,355 per kg in the previ-
ous trade.

"Spot gold prices for 24
carat at Delhi were Rs 115
down pressured by rupee
appreciation despite strong
global gold prices," said Tapan
Patel, Senior Analyst
(Commodities), HDFC
Securities.

Snapping its two-day los-
ing streak, the rupee appreci-
ated 12 paise to end at 77.32
(provisional) against the US
dollar on Tuesday. PTI
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Mumbai: Country's largest
lender State Bank of India on
Tuesday announced a hike of
40-90 basis points in the inter-
est rates on several bulk term
deposits.

The revised interest rates
on bulk term deposits amount-
ing to Rs 2 crore and above are
effective from Tuesday, the
bank said.

While interest rate on
deposits maturing between 7
days and 45 days has been kept
unchanged at 3 per cent, those
maturing between 46 and 179
days will now attract an inter-
est rate of 3.50 per cent as
against 3 per cent earlier.

The public sector lender
also revised interest rate on
bulk term deposits maturing
between 180 and 210 days by
40 basis points to 3.50 per cent,
as against 3.10 per cent earlier,
as per the bank's website.

Deposits maturing
between 211 days and less
than 1 year will earn an inter-
est of 3.75 per cent, up 45 bps

from 3.30 per cent.
The interest rate on bulk

deposits having maturities
between 1 year and less than
two years has been increased by
40 bps to 4 per cent. For
deposits having 2 years to less
than 3 years maturity period,
the rate has been hiked by 65
bps to 4.25 per cent.

The interest rate on bulk
term deposits for 3 years and

up to 10 years has been
increased by 90 basis points to
4.50 per cent as against 3.60 per
cent.

Last week, Punjab National
Bank said had increased inter-
est rates on term deposits in
selected buckets up to 60 basis
points from May 7. The new
fixed deposit rates are applic-
able on deposits up to Rs 10
crore, PNB said. PTI
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New Delhi: The country's
largest lender SBI on Tuesday
said its board has approved
raising up to USD 2 billion
(about Rs 15,430 crore) from
the overseas market during
the current fiscal to fund for-
eign business growth.

The central board has
approved raising of funds
through single or multiple
tranches, SBI said in a regula-
tory filing.

The long-term funds of
up to USD 2 billion would be
raised through a public offer
and/or private placement of
senior unsecured notes in US
dollar or any other convertible
currency during 2022-23, it
added. PTI
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New Delhi: State-owned Bank
of Baroda (BoB) on Tuesday
announced an increase in its
lending rate by up to 10 basis
points (0.1 per cent), joining its
peers that have raised rates after
the surprise tightening of mon-
etary policy by the RBI last
week.

The bank has hiked the
marginal cost of funds based
lending rate (MCLR) by up to
0.1 per cent on various tenures
effective May 12, BoB said in a
regulatory filing.

The 1-year MCLR -- the
rate to which a majority of con-
sumer loans are linked -- has
been revised to 7.40 per cent
from 7.35 per cent, an increase
of 5 basis points.

Similarly, MCLR for three-
month and six-month tenures
has been increased by 5 basis
points to 7.15 per cent and 7.25
per cent, 
respectively.

At the lower end, overnight
and one-month MCLR has
been raised by 10 basis points
to 6.60 per cent and 7.05 per
cent, respectively. PTI

New Delhi: Sustaining positive
momentum for the 14th
straight month, equity mutual
funds attracted a net sum of Rs
15,890 crore in April amid
heightened volatility in stock
market and consistent selling
by foreign portfolio investors.

This was much lower
compared to a record net
inflow of Rs 28,463 crore seen
in the preceding month, data
from the Association of Mutual
Funds in India (AMFI) showed
on Tuesday.

The lower quantum of net
inflow from the previous
month could be attributed to
investors going slightly cautious
given the ongoing challenges to
the investment environment,
Himanshu Srivastava, Associate
Director – Manager Research,
Morningstar India, said.

Akhil Chaturvedi, Chief
Business Officer, Motilal Oswal
AMC, said that it will be inter-
esting to see ongoing invest-
ment trends, given the intensi-
ty of volatility being very high,
and expect positive trend to
continue going forward
though.

Equity schemes have been
witnessing net inflow since
March 2021, after the second
wave of COVID-19 resulted in
the correction in the markets,
highlighting the positive senti-
ment among investors.

Prior to this, such schemes
had consistently witnessed out-
flows for eight months from
July 2020 to February 2021, los-
ing Rs 46,791 crore.

All the equity-oriented
categories received net inflows
in April with sectoral/ themat-
ic funds category being the
biggest beneficiary with a net
inflow of Rs 3,843 crore. The
segment also saw a launch of a
new fund -- ICICI Prudential
Housing Opportunities Fund,
which mobilised Rs 3,130 core.

This was followed by large-
and mid-cap fund and that wit-
nessed over Rs 2,000 crore net
infusion.

"Despite volatility in mar-
kets and fear around macros
both globally and locally, it is
good trend to see continued
positive flows in equities.
Though lower than last month,
which may be due to NFO

allotment, SIP flows are hold-
ing strong, which is also very
positive," Chaturvedi said.

Monthly SIP (Systematic
Investment Plan) contribution
dropped to Rs 11,863 crore in
April compared to Rs 12,328
crore in March.

However, the number of
SIP accounts stood at all-time
high in April at 5.39 crore.
During the month under
review, 11.29 lakh SIP accounts
were added. Apart from equi-
ties, the debt segment saw a net
inflow of Rs 69,883 crore in
April after witnessing a net out-
flow of Rs 1.5 lakh crore in the
preceding month.

Also, gold exchange trad-
ed funds experienced a net
inflow of Rs 1,100 crore in the
month under review.

Overall, the mutual fund
industry registered a net inflow
of Rs 72,846 crore last month
as compared to a net with-
drawal of Rs 69,883 crore in
March.  "It has been a good
start to new fiscal (FY23) with
net flows for overall mutual
funds schemes in the positive
territory. PTI
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New Delhi: Life insurance
companies logged 84 per cent
growth in their cumulative
new business premium at Rs
17,940 crore in April 2022,
primarily helped by LIC, Irdai
data showed.

All 24 life insurers had col-
lected Rs 9,739 crore as new
business premium during the
same month a year ago.

The largest insurer, state-
owned LIC's first year premi-
um or new business premium
more than doubled (at 141 per
cent rise) to Rs 11,716 crore as
against Rs 4,856.76 crore in
April 2021, the Insurance
Regulatory and Development
Authority of India (Irdai) said.

LIC commands the largest
market share of 65.31 per cent,
while the rest of the 23 private
players have the remaining
34.69 per cent.

The rest of the private sec-
tor players witnessed over 27
per cent jump in their com-
bined new business premium at
Rs 6,223 crore. Their collective
first year premium was Rs

4,882 crore in April 2021.
In terms of percentage

growth, LIC was followed by
Star Union Dai-ichi Life (122
per cent) and Tata AIA Life
(107 per cent growth).

There was a 32 per cent
jump in terms of number of
policies/schemes at 13,21,098
in April this year by all the 24
players.

Of this, LIC witnessed
31.92 per cent increase in pol-
icy sales at 9,13,141, while the
private players saw 33.87 per
cent rise at 3,04,748. PTI
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on Tuesday said the country's
coal output rose 29 per cent to
66.58 million tonnes (MT) in
April.

This comes at a time when
the country is witnessing a
power crisis on account of
various factors, including
shortages of the dry fuel.

The country's coal output
in April 2021 stood at 51.62
MT, as per provisional statistics
of the Ministry of Coal.

The ministry in a state-
ment said dispatch of coal to
power utilities grew 18.15 per
cent to 61.81 MT during April
2022, compared to 52.32 MT in
April 2020.

Of the top 37 coal produc-
ing mines, 22 have performed
more than 100 per cent while
the production from another
10 mines stood between 80 and
100 per cent.

The ministry further said
decline in the prices of import-
ed coal has been observed
since the end of October last
year. However, international
prices are still at a high level.

The coal ministry had ear-

lier said the current power
crisis is mainly on account of
sharp decline in electricity gen-
eration from different fuel
sources and not due to non-
availability of domestic coal.

In an interview to PTI,
Coal Secretary A K Jain had
attributed the low coal stocks
at power plants to several fac-
tors such as heightened power

demand due to the boom in the
economy post pandemic, early
arrival of summer, rise in price
of gas and imported coal and
sharp fall in electricity gener-
ation by coastal thermal power
plants.

He had added that a slew
of measures are already under-
way to enhance total power
supply in the country. PTI
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New Delhi: GAIL’s two cam-
paigns “Interdependence “– a
global campaign for aware-
ness against climate change
and “Hawa Badle Hassu” – A
web series advocating clean
energy and clean environment
wins Silver and Bronze
“Goafest 2022 ABBY One
Show Awards” respectively
under branded content and
entertainment category.

Interdependence campaign
bagged silver ABBY One Show
Awards, a coveted recognition
for any campaign, and GAIL
campaign being only one from
any PSU receiving such an
accolade.’ Megha’s Divorce’
short film, a part of 11
International short films, under
Interdependence campaign was
showcased and promoted
across the world. The film
showcased the Indian context
on Delhi’s Air Pollution raising

awareness on environment and
climate change both national-
ly and internationally.
“Interdependence” is a global
campaign patronized by United
Nations and organized by Art
for the World, An NGO asso-

ciated with United Nations
Department of Public
Information (UNDPI) based in
Geneva, Switzerland.

ABBY One Show Awards
Bronze awarded "Hawa Badle
Hassu" is an Environmental

Sci-Fi thriller web series for cre-
ating awareness for clean ener-
gy and clean environment.
"Hawa Badle Hassu" is a web
series with a total of forty
minute run time broken into 4
episodes. Each episode tackles
crucial spaces and aspects per-
taining to Environment (pol-
lution). 

The first episode focuses
on ‘Home Environment’ and as
the story progresses it moves to
cover topics like ‘Education and
career building options around
environment’, ‘Outdoor
Environment’ and finally esca-
lates to ‘Global 
Environment’.

GAIL, as a responsible cor-
porate, is committed to a clean-
er environment which is an
integral aspect of GAIL’s cor-
porate value system and is
firmly entrenched in the very
mission statement. PNS

Amaravati: VIT-AP University
in collaboration with SICOM
(Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Cli-mate Change)
and GCRS (Geo Climate Risk
Solutions Private Limited) as
knowledge part-ners organizes
an "International Conference
on Climate Crisis and Future
Implications." The two-day vir-
tual conference began on
Saturday 7th May 2022 and
ends on 8th May 2022. 

The programme was inau-
gurated by chief guest Mr.
SanjaiJalla, Mission Head,
SICOM Min-istry of
Environment, Forest and
Climate Change in the presence
of Dr. S. V. Kota Reddy, Vice-
Chancellor, VIT-AP University.
During his speech, Mr. Jalla
emphasized on the impor-
tance of responsible production
and consumption of resources

in mitigating the impacts of cli-
mate change. The conference
was an attempt to continue the
dialogue on adaptation poli-
cies, economic and legal strate-
gies and provisions of infra-
structure to society keeping cli-
mate at the center of it. Invited
guests and speakers included
international and national
academi-cians, policy makers,
and professionals from all dis-
ciplines aiming to collaborate
and extend the discourse of cli-
mate crisis and implications. 

Dr. S. V. Kota Reddy, Vice-
Chancellor, VIT-AP University,
welcomed and congratulated
the participants from various
reputed institutions presenting
research papers on the theme
of climate change. 

He emphasized on the
importance of taking active
measures against climate
change. He stated that VIT-AP
aims to reduce the in-house
energy consumption by
installing Solar PV panels in
the campus. PNS
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To celebrate the completion
of 20 years of its operation

in India, Sany India is launch-
ing an array of new equipment
at the Excon 2021 which are
“BUILT TO CHANGE” the
world around us and achieve
our vision of a new 
India. 

"With localization being
the prime focus of our compa-
ny, most of the new generation
machines are being manufac-
tured as part of the ‘Make in
India’ initiative," said Deepak
Garg, Managing Director, Sany
India& South 
Asia.
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Gujarat Titans returned to win-
ning ways after back-to-back
losses and became the first

team to seal their place in the play-
offs by defeating Lucknow Super
Giants by 62 runs in an Indian
Premier League match here on
Tuesday.

Even though LSG did a decent
job with the ball to restrict GT to 144
for 4 after being asked to bowl, the
KL Rahul-led side flopped with the
bat as they were bowled out for 82 in
13.5 overs.

Rashid Khan (4/24) starred with
the ball for GT, while Yash Dayal

(2/24) and R Sai Kishore (2/7) picked
up two wickets each.

Earlier, opening batter Shubman
Gill hit a fine half-century but LSG
produced a disciplined bowling effort
to restrict GT to the modest score.
Gill remained not out on 63 off 49
balls with the help of seven fours but
lacked support from the other end.
He was left stranded as GT's next
highest scorer was David Miller (26).

Avesh Khan (2/26) picked up two
wickets for LSG, while Mohsin Khan
(1/18) and Jason Holder (1/44)
scalped one apiece.

GT sealed their play-off berth,
reaching 18 points from 12 games.
The defeat snapped LSG's five-match

winning streak but they are still
comfortably placed in the second spot
with 16 points and need just a win to
book their last-four berth.

LSG made a slow start to their
chase and their problems were further
compounded after they lost Quinton
de Kock (11) and skipper KL Rahul
(8) in consecutive overs to slump to
24 for 2 after four overs.

While Yash Dayal accounted for
De Kock, Rahul top-edged a
Mohammed Shami short delivery to
Wriddhiman Saha behind the stumps.

Debutant Karan Sharma didn't
help his cause either, handing a catch
to David Miller inside the circle to
give Dayal his second scalp of the day.
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Delhi Capitals will aim to quickly recover
from their loss in the previous match to stay

in the IPL play-offs race while Rajasthan Royals
will be eager to hold on to their winning
momentum when the two teams clash here on
Wednesday.

The Capitals have lost six of their 11 games
and although they are fifth on the points table,
they are bunched alongside Sunrisers Hyderabad
and Punjab Kings, who also have 10 points from
as many games.

Delhi has the advantage of a positive Net
Run Rate (+0.150) but the Capitals need to win
all their remaining three matches for a shot at
the playoffs.

Rajasthan, on the other hand, are sitting on
the third spot with 14 points and need just two
wins to be certain of qualification. They have a
healthy 0.326 NRR, which could come in
handy even if they lose their remaining games.

DC have been one of the most inconsistent
teams in the league this season as they have

struggled to keep the winning
momentum going.

After a moral-boosting win
against Sunrisers, they were hand-

ed a 91-run thrashing by CSK.
Their bowlers looked clueless against Devon

Conway, who was hitting boundaries and sixes
at will as CSK set a 200 plus target.

Delhi’s bowling department hasn’t inspired
confidence. While Kuldeep Yadav is having a
good season, the left-arm spinner has gone for
runs aplenty in the previous two games.

The return of pace spearhead Anrich Nortje
has also not made much of a difference as the
South African hasn’t been able to replicate his
fiery performance from the previous seasons.

Khaleel Ahmed has been economical while
Axar Patel has bowled well.

In the batting department, David Warner
has enjoyed a good run but the Australian has
got little assistance from his opening partners,
who have ranged from Prithvi Shaw to Mandeep
Singh to Srikar Bharat.

This biggest downer for Delhi has been
Rishabh Pant’s form. He has shown glimpses of
his destructive power but the team would want
more from its skipper who can single-handed-
ly turn around any game.

The Capitals will have to fire on all cylin-
ders against a formidable Rajasthan side.

The Royals have arguably the best bowling
side in the competition.

With 22 wickets at 14.50, Yuzvendra Chahal
leads the bowling charts this season and along-
side R Ashwin, Trent Boult and Prasidh Krishna,
the Rajasthan attack has the ability to defend any
total.

One of the positives for the Royals is that
have been able to break the overdependence on
Orange Cap holder Jos Buttler, who has had a
quite couple of outings.

Given a chance to play after over a month,
young Yashasvi Jaiswal shone with a fine half-
century against Punjab Kings, providing the oth-
erwise faltering batting department a boost.
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Former Indian captain Sunil
Gavaskar reckons IPL 2022 new-

bies Gujarat Titans are doing well in
the 15th edition of IPL because they
are playing a fearless brand of crick-
et but at the same time they are not
thinking too much about the result.

Gujarat Titans are first in the IPL
2022 points table with nine wins in
12 games as Hardik Pandya and com-
pany are just one win shy of secur-
ing a playoffs berth. Speaking on
‘Cricket Live’ on Star Sports, Gavaskar
said: “Gujarat are playing with such
freedom and they are fearless (in
approach). There’s no fear of the
world in their game and that’s why
they are winning.” “Of course, you
wish to win even when you are play-

ing in your backyard but a loss
doesn’t mean that it’s an end to the
world, that’s the approach with which
they are stepping on the pitch. They
are enjoying their game and playing
positive cricket.”

In the reverse fixture, GT defeat
fellow IPL newcomers Lucknow
Super Giants on Tuesday.

Former Indian cricketer
Harbhajan Singh has backed Hardik
Pandya-led Gujarat Titans to win the
match against Lucknow and they did
also to become the first team to qual-
ify for playoffs.

“Gujarat Titans are going to win
the match against Lucknow Super
Giants and they will become the first
team to qualify. The Hardik Pandya-
led side is very strong. Rashid Khan
is in great form and coach Ashish

Nehra is giving them just the right
amount of confidence. This team is
difficult to beat,” Harbhajan said.

Former Australian cricketer
Matthew Hayden lauded the Gujarat
Titans for the brand of cricket they
are playing in their debut season and
the match-winners the franchise has
in its ranks. 

Hayden said: “GT bat deep,
they’ve got the confidence, and they
are full of match winners. It’s excit-
ing to watch them because when
there’s not a Rahul Tewatia show, it’s
a Rashid Khan show and when
Rashid isn’t performing, it’s a Killer-
Miller (David Miller) show. This
team is lined up with several match-
winners and that’s what makes them
a dangerous side. It’s exciting to watch
the brand of cricket they are playing.”
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Former India coach Ravi Shastri says Rishabh
Pant must bat in the “Andre Russell mode” in

T20 format and not change the tempo once he
gets going so that he can win more matches for
his side, Delhi Capitals.

The Southpaw has collected 281 runs in 11
matches at a strike rate of 152.71 but has strug-
gled to convert his starts into meaningful con-
tributions. The 24-year-old wicketkeeper-batter

is having an underwhelming
IPL season. He has shown

glimpses of his destructive
power but could not take
the team over the line
like he has done
umpteen times in the
past.

“I feel once he gets
the tempo going he

shouldn’t change,
he should be in

the Russell
mould in this
format of the
game,” Shastri
said on

ESPNcricinfo’s ‘T20 Time Out’.
“You get your eye in, you’re striking it well -

don’t think too much. No matter who the
bowler is, if it’s there to be smacked, smack it. Who
knows, you might win more matches than peo-
ple expect you to.”

Shastri feels what sets Rusell, one the most
destructive batters in T20 cricket, apart from the
other is the clarity of mindest, which will also
serve Pant, who is capable of playing belligerent
knocks, well.

“Russell is very, very clear in his mindset. It
is bang-bang-bang once he’s in the mood.
There’s no stopping him, there’s not even a neg-
ative thought that will peep through his system
- it is (all about) smacking.

“Rishabh is totally capable of playing in that
fashion, and I hope he thinks in that way because
you’ll see some special innings from him in T20
cricket.”

“He’s getting off to starts and then getting out
in a manner which he wouldn’t like, but I don’t
think he should change his tempo,” added
Shastri.

Former New Zealand captain Daniel Vettori
feels Pant is his best when he is reckless and pum-
melling the opposition.

“Rishabh Pant is almost at his best when he’s
reckless, and we’ve seen him play some exception-
al innings when he just continues to take teams
down time and time again,” Vettori said.

The Capitals have lacked a quality finisher
and Pant has adopted a conservative approach out
of a sense of responsibility.

“It’s a team game, you don’t expect an indi-
vidual to go and win the game all the time. But
in that short period of time, if he does the dam-
age, there’s enough damage to bring that required

rate from say 12 an over to 10 an over. Then
it’s for the other guys to take it home,” Vettori

added. The Capitals need to win all their
three remaining matches to get to the play-

offs and Shastri wants Pant to bat at
number 3. “I’d like to see him bat at

three for Delhi Capitals, especial-
ly now when the heat is on,
when they’ve got to win. Let
him go and smack it.” 
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The Delhi Capitals will be
looking to bounce back

into form when they take on
Rajasthan Royals in the IPL
2022 at the Dr DY Patil Sports
Academy, Mumbai on
Wednesday.

Speaking ahead of the
match, Delhi Capitals’
Assistant Coach Shane Watson
said, “The Rajasthan Royals
have been playing well and
they have been consistent
throughout the tournament.
Jos Buttler has been incredible
for them and Rajasthan have
world-class spinners in
Ravichandran Ashwin and
Yuzvendra Chahal. The Royals
are going to be a tough oppo-
nent and every individual has
to up their game.” 

The Delhi Capitals faced a
tough 91-run loss against
Chennai Super Kings in their
last game. When asked about
the match, Watson said, “Our
last match against CSK certain-
ly wasn’t our best game. CSK

batted incredibly well to be able
to get the total that they did.
We were a little bit off with our
execution with the ball. And
we just had one of those days
with the bat when things did-
n’t go our way.”

The Australian further
added, “Ricky has always asked
the players to learn from their
last game, learn about the lit-
tle things that they can
improve on individually and
then just move forward on to
the next game. The most
important thing is that the
players need to keep learning.”

Watson also spoke about
the biggest challenge the Delhi
Capitals have faced this season,
“Our biggest challenge this
season has been our execution.
We have executed our plans in
all three departments at times,
but we’ve not been able to be
consistent. 

The players have been
working really hard to find a
way to be consistent and hope-
fully, we can execute our plans
over the last three games.”
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Mumbai Indians pace spearhead Jasprit Bumrah,
who picked his maiden fifer in the IPL, said he

is happy with his rhythm in the ongoing season and
the “noise outside” doesn’t affect him personally.

Despite the five-wicket haul, Bumrah has been able
to take only 10 wickets in this IPL season from 11
matches. 

“Look we prepare for the tournament and we have
our process, we don’t look at the end result,” Bumrah
said at the post-match press conference after MI lost
to KKR by 52 runs.

“If you understand the game, you have to really
observe what’s going on, what is the game like, what
situation you are bowling like, and for me personally
I was very happy with the rhythm going on through-
out the tournament.”

Bumrah bowled exceptionally well to restrict KKR
to 165 for 9, but the MI batters faltered yet again, as
the team suffered its ninth loss in eleven games.

“I know there is a lot of noise outside that goes on
but it doesn’t really affect me. Because I am not a per-
son who judges my performance on what others think
or what the experts are saying or whatever people want
to say,” he said. Bumrah hasn’t been able to pick wick-
ets consistently this season but the pacer said the way

he contributes to the team is more important for him.
“I look at my personal evaluation is very impor-

tant, I look at the processes that I have to follow and
I look at the end result on how I can contribute to
the team, by sometimes bowling a good over and
however I can help the team.

“So this is how I play cricket and this is how
I always wanted to play cricket and that is how
I will do (play) going further as well.”

Mumbai are already out of the play-offs race
and Bumrah admitted that the team was still
searching for a “complete performance”.

“You said it right, we didn’t manage to close
games, in a lot of games, we came very close
and we crumbled in crucial scenarios. This is
a new team and our youngsters are understand-
ing and making their game better,” said
Bumrah, one of the senior members.

“This is not an excuse that you lost because
of it. But when new youngsters come they take
time to understand their game. We are
searching for a complete performance
and we are trying and working hard,
but it hasn’t worked this time,” he
added. Bumrah said MI will look to
put up a good show in the remain-
ing three matches.
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India will gear up for the ICC
T20 World Cup with a home
series against Australia featur-
ing three T20 internationals in
September later this year.

According to a report in
foxsports.Com.Au, “Australia will

play a number of white ball series
with home games against
Zimbabwe, New Zealand, West
Indies and England coming either
side of three T20s in India in
September.” The series will serve
as a preparation for the showpiece
event to be held in Australia in

October and November this year.
Next year, Australia is also set to

tour India for a four-Test tour in
February and March.

India’s next assignment is a five-
match T20 series against South
Africa at home from June 9 to 19, fol-
lowed by a tour of Ireland for two
T20Is. The Rohit Sharma-led side
then takes on England in the resched-
uled fifth and final Test, which was
postponed last year due to a COVID-
19 outbreak in the Indian camp, on
July 1. The ‘Men in Blue’ are then
scheduled to play a white-ball series
including three T20s and as many
ODIs against England. 
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There’s lot of noise outside, but that doesn’t affect me: Bumrah
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Introduced into the attack in the eighth
over, Rashid Khan struck with his third
delivery, foxing Krunal Pandya with a
googly and Saha was quick to whip off the
bails.

With wickets falling in quick succession
from the start, LSG never got any momen-
tum to their chase, reaching 58 for 4 at the
halfway stage.

The ever-rising asking rate led to the
downfall of Ayush Badoni (8), who was
stumped by Saha off R Sai Kishore.

LSG's scorecard cut a sorry figure as the
likes of Marcus Stoinis (2) and Jason
Holder (1) too failed to rise to the occasion.

Deepak Hooda top-scored for LSG
with a struggling 26-ball 27.

Earlier, Rahul Tewatia (22 not out off
16 balls) used the long handle to good effect
in the final over, smashing Holder for three
boundaries to take the score close to the
150-run mark. 
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City will conclude the club’s search for a prolific No.
9 to fill the void left by club icon

Sergio Aguero.
Signing Haaland may

also end speculation over
Manchester City’s interest
in Tottenham Hotspur
striker Harry Kane. City
reportedly pursued Kane
last summer before the

English star committed to
staying with Spurs for at least

one more season. Haaland has
evolved into one of football’s bright-

est young stars since he initially
caught the sport’s eye while with
Red Bull Salzburg. He went on to
flourish at Borussia Dortmund,

scoring 85 goals in 88 appear-
ances after arriving in 2020.

With Real Madrid out of
the running to sign Haaland
this summer, they’ll likely shift
their focus to Paris Saint-

Germain superstar Kylian
Mbappe.
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Talismanic captain Sunil
Chhetri will return to the
national team during next
month’s Asian Cup qualifiers

and head coach Igor Stimac is confi-
dent that the country will win the tour-
nament and book a ticket for the con-
tinental showpiece in China next
year.

The 37-year-old Chhetri will
return to action after six months, hav-
ing last played for India during their
3-0 win over Nepal in the SAFF
Championships final in October.

Stimac said Chhetri is back to his
full fitness and will be the “main force
and strength” of the team.

“Sunil is still here, he’s still in great
shape,” Stimac said when asked how
long Chhetri can prolong his career.

“We didn’t involve him in Bahrain
and Belarus games because he need-
ed time to recover from some minor
problems he was facing throughout the
last couple of years.

“That time has served very well to
Sunil. He has recovered very well. He’s
showing that on the training pitch
every day and still at this point he will
be the main force and strength of the
Indian national team up front.”

Chhetri had suffered minor nig-
gles and missed out of the friendlies
against Belarus and Bahrain in March.

Stimac also said young forward
Rahim Ali, who will be out of action
for at least six weeks due to an injury,
will be a big loss.

“I feel very sorry that Rahim Ali
who in the recent past created a great
partnership with Sunil. He was some-
one who was making Sunil’s life much
easier up front and doing a great job
to be honest, bringing players to his
back and leaving Sunil open and free
there on the other side,” he said.

“He was showing great game
improvement. Most of the last season
he played with this injury on his
abductors and now that became
chronic and that will keep him out for
six-seven weeks.”

Focus would be on Stimac after his
contract was extended till September
2022 with an eye on the 2023 AFC
Asian Cup.

“Expectations are always there. I’m

very confident that the work we are
providing here and at least this time,
we had enough time to prepare well,
never mind that some of the players
are not with us,” the 54-year-old said
during a virtual interaction.

“We have enough quality in our
team with the players who are here
with us to make sure that India qual-
ifies and that’s what we’re going to do.
I see India in the final stages and there
is no doubt about it. We’re going to
have great support in the stands here.”

India will now play two practice
games — against ATK Mohun Bagan
(Wednesday) and I-League all stars
(May 17) before flying to Doha to play
two more friendlies against Zambia

(May 25) and Jordan (May 28) in the
build up to the Asian qualifiers.

“This is a far better situation than
in the previous games when we got the
players one or two days prior to the
games then there is nothing you can
do there.

“This is finally something which
is giving me as a coach the opportu-
nity to prepare well for the games you
know which was not the case in the
previous cases,” Stimac said.

India, who are the highest-ranked
side (106) in group D, will face Hong
Kong (147), Afghanistan (150) and
Cambodia (171) in a one-legged final
round of qualifiers beginning here on
June 8.

“That (ranking) doesn’t mean
anything. Whatever is there you need
to earn it on the pitch throughout 90
minutes. The way you prepare your
team mentally and physically that will
make the difference when the day
comes,” he said.

Thirteen teams have already qual-
ified and another 11 spots — six group
toppers and five best runners-up — are
up for grabs during the final phase in
June.

“... I’m interested in the final
result in a way that we qualify for the
Asian Cup. That’s our aim. I don’t
mind how many points or how many
goals we score. Our aim is to qualify.

“Of course, if we make it if we

make three wins, that would be fan-
tastic. That’s what we are aiming for.
But my aim is to qualify.”

On Sandesh Jhingan’s availability,
Stimac said they would monitor the
progress of the star India central
defender during ATK Mohun Bagan’s
AFC Cup group matches beginning on
May 18.

“We’re going to follow ATK
(Mohun Bagan) players throughout
the competition and we’ll see who is
in form and who is not.

“The competition in the team is
strong. I strongly believe that we have
enough quality here and whoever is
here we’re going to make our job done,”
he concluded. 
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Roma and Feyenoord have
each been allocated 4,000

tickets for their fans at the
Europa Conference League
final in Albania with three
quarters of the tickets given
free, UEFA said on Tuesday.

The clubs’ combined allo-
cation is less than the 8,500
tickets — priced from 25 euros
($26) to 125 euros ($132) —
UEFA put on sale on Tuesday
through its website to fans
worldwide.

The stadium capacity is just
20,000 in the National Arena in
Tirana for the inaugural final of
the third-tier European club
competition on May 25.

UEFA picked Tirana as
host in December 2020, one
year after the new stadium
officially opened.

UEFA previously promised
some free tickets to cup finals

this season “to reward the
lifeblood of the game for their
loyal support during the pan-
demic.”

The free tickets allocation
for the Europa Conference
League final is 6,000 with each
club choosing how to distrib-
ute its quota.

The remaining 3,500 tick-
ets go to local organizers, soc-
cer officials, and UEFA’s spon-
sors and broadcasters.

Roma’s two previous
European finals let it play in its
own Stadio Olimpico that now
seats 70,000. Roma lost the
1984 European Cup final to
Liverpool and was beaten by
Inter Milan in the two-leg
UEFA Cup final in 1991.

Feyenoord also hosted its
last European final, winning
the single-leg 2002 UEFA Cup
final against Borussia
Dortmund watched by more
than 45,000 in Rotterdam.
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Manchester City are on the brink of
being crowned winners of the

Erling Haaland sweepstakes.
It’s understood that an agreement

for the 21-year-old to join City from
Borussia Dortmund is considered a
“done deal,” according to The Athletic.

An official announcement should
be made this week.

Haaland has agreed to terms
on a five-year contract that’ll
earn him £375,000 a week,
according to The
Guardian. Negotiations
started after the
Norwegian striker
a p p a r e n t l y
instructed his
representatives
to move
ahead with
plans to
complete his
transfer to
Manchester
City last month.
It’s now believed
Borussia Dortmund is
expecting to hear from City in the
coming days that they’re ready to pay
the release clause in Haaland’s contract,
which is believed to be worth �75 mil-
lion, per Ornstein. Haaland’s arrival at
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Fiorentina scored twice in
the first 11 minutes to beat

Roma 2-0 on Monday and
climb back into Serie A minor
European places.

In a battle of out-of form
sides, Nicolas Gonzalez con-
verted a fifth-minute penalty
awarded after he was mowed
down by Rick Karsdorp.

Six minutes later, the
Roma defence allowed
Giacomo Bonaventura the
time to bury a shot in the bot-
tom corner.

Roma coach Jose

Mourinho picked nine of the
starting 11 who drew in
Leicester on Thursday to reach
the Europa League final, but
the team stretched their win-
less league run to five games.

Fiorentina ended a run of
four games without a victory
and overtook Atalanta to climb
into seventh, which this season
will bring qualification for the
Europa Conference League.

Both are level on points
with Roma, who trail neigh-
bours Lazio by three points.

The two Rome clubs occu-
py the two Europa League
places.
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Indian women’s badminton
team sailed into the knockout

stage of the Uber Cup Final after
humbling USA 4-1 in a lopsided
Group D match here on
Tuesday.

India, who had defeated
Canada 4-1 in their opening tie,
notched up a second successive
win to cement their position in
the top two spot in their group
to qualify for the quarterfinals.

P V Sindhu once again lead
the proceedings with a 21-10,
21-11 win over Jennie Gai, dou-
bles pair of Tanisha Crasto and
Treesa Jolly then beat Francesca
Corbett and Allison Lee 21-19,
21-10 before Aakashi Kashyap

notched up a 21-18, 21-11 vic-
tory over Esther Shi as India
took an unassailable 3-0 lead.

Young doubles pair of
Simran Singhi and Ritika Thaker
then went down fighting to
Lauren Lam and Kodi Tang Lee
12-21, 21-17, 13-21 to salvage
some pride for USA.

In the final match, Ashmita
Chaliha prevailed 21-18, 21-13
over Natalie Chi to wrap up the
match. Indian women’s team,
which has won two bronze
medals in the past, will next face
Korea on Wednesday in their
last group match.

The Indian men’s team also
qualified for the knockout stage
after ensuring their place in the
top two in their group. 
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The Cricket West Indies
(CWI) selection panel on

Tuesday announced the West
Indies senior men’s squad for the
upcoming One-Day
International (ODI) tours of
the Netherlands and Pakistan.

The West Indies will visit the
Netherlands for three ODIs on
May 31, June 2 and 4, followed
by another three ODIs on June
8, 10 and 12 in Pakistan. The
tour of the Netherlands will be
the first-ever ODI Series
between the two teams and will
be played at the VRA Cricket
Ground, Amstelveen.

The matches in Pakistan will
be played at the Pindi Stadium
in Rawalpindi. Both series form
part of the ICC ODI Super
League, where teams will have
the opportunity to earn points
to secure one of the top seven
places, excluding hosts India, to
gain automatic qualification for
the 2023 ICC Men’s Cricket
World Cup. Three newcomers
have been named in the ODI
squad - fast bowlers Jayden
Seales and Shermon Lewis as
well as specialist batter Keacy
Carty.

Both Seales and Lewis have
played at the Test level. Carty is
the first player from St. Maarten
to be selected for the West
Indies Senior Men’s team.

All format all-rounder Jason
Holder is being rested to man-
age his workload whilst Shimron
Hetmyer is also unavailable for
selection to be at home for the
birth of his first child. Evin Lewis
was not considered for selection
after failing to meet CWI’s fitness
criteria.
Squad: Nicholas Pooran (C),
Shai Hope (VC), Nkrumah
Bonner, Shamarh Brooks, Keacy
Carty, Akeal Hosein, Alzarri
Joseph, Brandon King, Shermon
Lewis, Kyle Mayers, Anderson
Phillip, Rovman Powell, Jayden
Seales, Romario Shepherd, and
Hayden Walsh Jr.
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West Indies tour of Netherlands
—May 31: 1st ODI at VRA
Cricket Ground, Amstelveen,
June 2: 2nd ODI at VRA Cricket
Ground, Amstelveen, and June
4: 3rd ODI at VRA Cricket
Ground, Amstelveen.
West Indies tour of Pakistan —
June 8: 1st ODI at Pindi
Stadium, Rawalpindi.
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Denis Shapovalov overcame
a point penalty and a hos-

tile crowd to beat local hope
Lorenzo Sonego 7-6 (5), 3-6, 6-
3 in the first round of the Italian
Open.

Late in the second set,
Shapovalov was given a code
violation for unsportsmanlike
conduct after hopping over the
net to show the chair umpire a
mark on his opponent’s side of
the red clay court - which is not
permitted. The umpire deter-
mined that Shapovalov’s serve
was out, resulting in a double
fault and a break point for
Sonego. Then with the code vio-
lation, Shapovalov lost the game
to trail 5-3. “A lot of things hap-

pened in the heat of the
moment. I need to be better with
my behavior,” Shapovalov said.

“It was my mistake. I’ll
know the rule for next time. I
definitely won’t step over the
net.” Even after stepping over the
net, Shapovalov wasn’t done
arguing.

The 13th-seeded Canadian
then called the chair umpire
onto his side of the court and
singled out a fan who was heck-
ling him.

“I’m not going to kick him
out because I didn’t see what he
was doing,” the umpire said.

“I saw you talking to him
and you incited it a little bit. I
understand you’re frustrated.”

After the match, Shapovalov
apologised to the umpire.

Stimac sole focus is on Asian Cup qualification
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Cricket South Africa
announced on Tuesday

that all charges against head
coach Mark Boucher have
been withdrawn, leading to the
abandonment of a discipli-
nary hearing which was due to
start on May 16.

The 45-year-old former
Test wicketkeeper was facing
charges of racism, laid by CSA,
which could have resulted in
his dismissal.

The controlling body
admitted in a statement that
there was “no basis to sustain
any of the disciplinary charges”.

The allegations against
Boucher followed Social Justice
and Networking hearings last
year into discrimination into
cricket.

Boucher was accused by
former teammate Paul Adams
of leading a song with racially
derogatory words during fines
meetings after matches while
they were playing.

Adams announced on
Sunday that he was not pre-
pared to testify at the hearing,
stating his comments to the
SJN ombudsman related to
the overall culture of the team
rather than any particular play-
er. CSA noted in its statement
that Boucher had apologised to
Adams and the apology had
been accepted.

It was also alleged that
Boucher had sidelined his
black assistant coach Enoch
Nkwe, leading to Nkwe’s resig-
nation, but Nkwe was also
unwilling to testify at the
planned hearings.

A further charge was that
Boucher had failed to deal
effectively with a controversy
over “taking the knee” in soli-
darity with the Black Lives
Matter movement.

CSA said its lawyers had
consulted with other potential
witnesses and concluded that
none of the three charges were
sustainable.

The recent exoneration of
director of cricket Graeme
Smith, who like Boucher had
been the subject of “tentative
findings” by SJN ombudsman,
Advocate Dumisa Ntsebeza,
“fortified the conclusion that
the charges against Mr
Boucher would be dismissed.”

Board chairman Lawson
Naidoo said CSA had been
committed to treating issues
raised at the SJN hearings
“with utmost seriousness” with
a view to ensuring fairness.

“The decision to withdraw
the charges brings about final-
ity on these issues for CSA and
Mark and allows the focus to
return to the cricket field.”
Boucher is contracted until the
end of the 2023 Cricket 
World Cup.
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Paul Pogba has opted against
joining Manchester City on a

free transfer, reports The Athletic.
The French midfielder,

whose contract with rivals
Manchester United expires this
summer, received a “flattering”
proposal from the Premier
League leaders, according to
Ornstein, and gave the possible
switch serious consideration.
However, the 29-year-old, court-
ed by the likes of Paris Saint-
Germain, Juventus, and Real
Madrid, apparently favors a move
abroad. PSG are leading the race
for Pogba’s signature because
Juve, his former team, can’t
match the Ligue 1 outfit’s finan-
cial package, sources told ESPN.

Pogba won’t make a final
decision on his future until the
end of the campaign, Dawson
added.

The World Cup winner, cur-
rently sidelined with a calf injury,
has likely already played his final
game for Manchester United.
He’s recorded a team-leading
nine Premier League assists this
season despite only appearing in
20 matches.

Pep Guardiola had identified
the Frenchman as a potential
candidate to help fill the void that
will be left by departing captain
Fernandinho. Declan Rice and
Frenkie de Jong have also previ-
ously been linked with a move to
the Etihad Stadium, though sig-
nificant hurdles exist in the pur-
suit of both players.
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Fiorentina move level with Mourinho’s side
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