
����� ��������	�

The Delhi High Court on
Wednesday delivered a split

verdict on the issue of crimi-
nalisation of marital rape with
one of the judges favouring
striking down the provision,
the other holding it was not
unconstitutional. The division
bench granted leave to the
parties to file an appeal before
the Supreme Court. 

While Justice Rajiv
Shakdher, who headed the
division bench, favoured strik-
ing down the marital rape
exception, Justice C Hari
Shankar said the exception
under the IPC is not unconsti-
tutional and was based on an
intelligible differentia. The peti-
tioners had challenged the con-
stitutionality of the marital
rape exception under Section
375 IPC (rape) on the ground
that it discriminated against
married women who are sex-
ually assaulted by their hus-
bands. Under the exception
given in Section 375 of the IPC,
sexual intercourse by a man
with his wife, the wife not being
minor, is not rape. 

While delivering the ver-
dict, Justice Shakdher said “as
far as I am concerned, the
impugned provisions — excep-
tion 2 to section 375 (IPC) ...

are violative of Articles 14
(Equality before law), 15 (pro-
hibition of discrimination on
grounds of religion, race, caste,
sex or place of birth), 19(1) (A)
(right to freedom of speech and
expression) and 21 (right to life
and personal liberty) of the
Constitution and are hence
struck down.”  He said this dec-
laration will operate from the
date of its pronouncement. 

However, Justice Shankar
said, “I have not been able to
agree with my learned brother”
and added that these provisions
do not violate Articles 14, 19
(1) (A), and 21 of the
Constitution.  

He said the courts cannot
substitute their subjective value
judgment for the view of the
democratically elected legisla-
ture and the exception is based
on an intelligible differentia.
He said the challenge to the
provisions by the petitioners
cannot sustain. 

The court’s verdict came on
PILs filed by NGOs RIT
Foundation, All India
Democratic Women’s
Association, a man and a
woman seeking striking down
of the exception granted to hus-
bands under the Indian rape
law. In its 2017 affidavit, the
Centre had opposed the pleas,
saying that marital rape cannot
be made a criminal offence as
it could become a phenomenon
that may destabilise the insti-
tution of marriage and an easy
tool for harassing husbands. 

However, the Centre told
the court in January that it was
“re-looking” at its earlier stand
on the petitions as that was
brought on record in the affi-
davit filed several years ago. In
February, the Centre had urged
the court to grant more time to
enable it to State its stand on
the issue after a consultative
process. 

Continued on Page 2
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Home Minister Amit Shah
on Wednesday asserted

that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi broke the myth that the
BJP worked for the “Hindi-
speaking people” and asserted
that under his (Modi’s)  lead-

ership it  became the largest
party in the world.  

Speaking at a book release
function, Shah said Modi was
the only leader who has been
working with “equally great
dedication” both in the party as
well as in the Government.

Continued on Page 2
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In an unprecedented step, the
Indian Railways on

Wednesday removed from ser-
vice 20 top class one officials,
including eight joint secretary
level officers, and top electrical
and mechanical engineers. 

With this, around 100 top
level officers have either been
dismissed or forced to opt for
Voluntary Retirement Services
(VRS) in the last 10 months.
They include three secretary
rank level officers.

While a general manager
rank officer was ‘advised’ to opt
for VRS to make an hon-
ourable exit from the services
on Tuesday, the largest employ-
er of the country dismissed 20
officers who had adverse vigi-
lance reports against them. 

The railways invoked rule
56(J) of the Department of
Personnel and Training service
rules which says a Government

employee can be forced to
retire or be dismissed after
being served a minimum of
three month’s notice or a sim-
ilar period’s pay.

The move is part of the
Union Government’s efforts to
weed out non-performers.
Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw, after he took over the
office in July 2021, has repeat-
edly warned officials “to take
VRS and sit at home” if they do
not perform.

Railway Ministry sources
said the 20 people against
whom the 56(J) were invoked
include four officials each from
the electrical and signalling ser-
vices, three each from medical
and civil, two from personnel
and one each from stores, traf-
fic and mechanical.

Under the VRS scheme, an
employee is paid a salary equiv-
alent to two months’ pay for
every year of service left. 

Continued on Page 2

������	���	�������	�
 !����������	�������	���	

����� ��������	

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on

Wednesday arrested Jharkhand
Mining Secretary Pooja Singhal
in a money laundering case
linked to alleged embezzle-
ment of Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA)
funds and other suspicious
financial transactions.

Singhal, a 2000-batch IAS
officer, was taken into custody
under the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) after
two consecutive days of ques-
tioning by the ED’s Ranchi
zonal office.

During questioning,
Singhal was “evasive” in her
replies, leading to her arrest,
sources said.

The ED will produce her
before a local court here seek-
ing her remand to subject her

to custodial interrogation.
Singhal reached the ED’s

office in the Hinoo area of
Ranchi at 10:40 AM for the
questioning and was arrested at
5 PM. Singhal was at the ED
office for about nine hours on
Tuesday where her statement
was recorded under 
PMLA.

The statement of her busi-
nessman husband, Abhsihek
Jha, too has been recorded in
the case on at least three occa-
sions, the sources said.

Continued on Page 2
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In a major victory for right
activists and civil society

crusaders, the Supreme Court
on Wednesday put on hold the
152-year-old colonial sedition
law till  an “appropriate”
Government forum re-exam-
ines it and directed the Centre
and States to not register any
fresh FIR invoking the offence.

Overruling the Centre’s
stand on the status of law dur-
ing the interregnum, a   bench
headed by Chief Justice NV
Ramana also ordered that all
ongoing probes, pending trials
and proceedings under the
sedition law across the country
be kept in abeyance. The per-
sons currently facing the sedi-
tion charges can approach the
courts for bail, said the apex
court. 

Taking note of the con-
cerns of the Centre, the apex
court said the “rigours of
Section 124A (sedition) of the
IPC is not in tune with the cur-
rent social milieu” and per-
mitted reconsideration of the
provision.

“We expect that, till the re-
examination of the provision is
complete, it will be appropriate
not to continue the usage of the
aforesaid provision of law by
the Governments,” said the
bench, also comprising Justices

Surya Kant and Hima Kohli.
Any affected party is at liberty
to approach concerned courts,
which are requested to exam-
ine the reliefs sought taking
into the consideration the pre-
sent order, the apex court said.  

“This court is cognizant of
the security interests and
integrity of the State on one
hand, and the civil liberties of
citizens on the other. There is
a requirement to balance both
sets of considerations, which is
a difficult exercise.  The case of
the petitioners is that this pro-
vision of law… pre-dates the
Constitution itself, and is being
misused…,” said the Bench,
listing the matter in the third
week of July. 

The order referred to the
Centre’s affidavit, which accept-
ed there were divergent views
on the law and had also quot-
ed Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s views about protection
of civil liberties and respect for
human rights.  “In view of the
above, it is clear that the Union
of India agrees with the prima
facie opinion expressed by this
Court…  In light of the same,
the Union of India may recon-
sider the aforesaid provision of
law,” it said.  

The order said the interim
stay granted to some petition-
ers by the apex court would
continue to operate. “All pend-
ing trials, appeals and pro-

ceedings with respect to the
charge framed under Section
124A of IPC be kept in
abeyance. Adjudication with
respect to other Sections, if any,
could proceed if the courts are
of the opinion that no prejudice
would be caused to the
accused,” said the SC.

If any fresh case is regis-
tered, the affected parties are at
liberty to approach the courts
and the courts are requested to
examine it, taking into account
the present order passed as well
as the clear stand taken by the
Centre, it said.  

The bench did not agree
with the Centre’s suggestion
that a superintendent of police
rank be made responsible for
monitoring the registration of
FIRs for the offence of sedition.
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the
Centre, had also said the reg-
istration of FIRs on the matter
cannot be prevented as the pro-
vision dealt with a cognisable
offence and was upheld by a
Constitution bench in 1962. 

With regard to pending
sedition cases, the Centre sug-
gested that hearing on bail
pleas in such matters may be
expedited as the Government
did not know the gravity of the
offence in all the cases and they
may have terror or money
laundering angles.  

Continued on Page 2

$�����������
�%

���������#���
����
�����
����&� 
�
�
�
'����
��(#
%
�������
'�#���
�

����	���������	
	��������	�����	��������	���	����	�
����� !	"���#�	
���
"���$����	��	���	%�������	�&	'����	(�#�	
�������	�#��	
���	���	)*������	�&&����

�������	
	����������+	��	��,	"����	��	-��������	 �./

�������	�
�	���
�	���������
���������������	�����

��
���
����
�������������

�������������������������� ����!�
"��� �#����������������!�����!�
$���������%���������& ��'����(��
����������������������������
)����*��+���������(������#�,
��	���'�- �������.��(���������
(����/�#�!��������!���0���������
���*����������������!������(��
!���������.��������������������*
�!���!�����������������(��!�
!��������(��''��$���������
�����*��������������
(1���2���,�
��3!����4��!���������������(
"�5�������������6������ �
���
#����������������7��������8�����
�����(���.����������!���
..
�������.��������$�*�������.������
�(�����!��������������������	�������
��3�'�����*�������!,
��5����������9�������������*�
�����:���������(������!��#���!��(

�!�����������������������#�(��
���#���;.�����������!�����
����������������������!�
2���������<��!���������(��!�
6�����������,
��4�����
������9���������
5����=���4�..���#��������������
0$�#!����!��#������!���#�����
��.�����(���.���(���������#�������
���!�������7���> ��'�',
�����*���$��1��#���������
���������
����!����"���#��
���*���������#��!����������������
�����5����
���5!�!�2������ ���
�'�'�(����!������������)����
	����+
�.���!�������������,
��5��������������(����/�0
5!��9����	�������(�������!�����
�������!�������������#�(�����*���
��(�����������.���!���������
�!��.�����������������!��6

 ���
�!���"6�����'�?,


��.������������6�����"��������������@�6"�A���.��� �B>-��������(
�������������������������&
��(�	$6����������������>&8�.��.�����������

���#�����'�>������'�' ������(�#!��!��������;�#�������������,

��������������
��������	C67�7D�7

As tension persisted in Sri
Lanka, India on

Wednesday rejected  reports
that it could  send troops to the
island nation. New Delhi  also
denied as “fake and blatantly
false” social media reports
there that former Prime
Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa
and his family had escaped to
India.

“The High Commission
would like to categorically deny
speculative reports in sections
of media and social media
about India sending her troops
to Sri Lanka. These reports and
such views are also not in
keeping with the position of the
Government of India,” the
Indian mission said on Twitter.

In another tweet, the High
Commission referred to
Ministry of External Affairs’
statement on Tuesday   that
India is fully supportive of Sri
Lanka’s democracy, stability
and economic recovery,” it said
in another tweet.

Continued on Page 2
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In a surprise move, Uttar
Pradesh police chief Mukul

Goel was on Wednesday shunt-
ed out from his post for
neglecting his duties and not
taking interest in work.

Goel, who assumed the
charge as the UP’s Director-
General of Police (DGP) in
June 2021, will now be posted
as DG, Civil Defence.

Goel was removed from
the top post for disregarding
Government duties and not
taking enough interest in
departmental work. ADG (Law
and Order) Prashant Kumar
will take over the charge of
DGP till the Government
appoints a new DGP. DG
Intelligence DS Chauhan is
said to be the front runner for
the top UP police post.

Sources said that Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath was
not happy with Goel as the
DGP was not taking interest in
taking action under UP
Gangsters Act or in bulldozing
the properties of mafia.

For the past few weeks,
Goel, after being not satisfied
with the Government’s style of
functioning, had stopped
attending meetings of even the
CM.
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The Delhi Police’s Special
Cell has registered an First

Information Report (FIR)
against a man for allegedly
forging the President’s letter-
heads to promote a fake digi-
tal university in Delhi.

A case under Sections 465
(forgery), 468 (forgery for pur-
pose of cheating, and 471
(Using fraudulently or dishon-
estly any document which he
knows or has reason to believe
to be a forged document) of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC) has
been registered at Special Cell
police station on April 2. The
police said the accused claimed
he runs the university,
Vikramshilla University, and
created a website claiming the
institute is India’s first digital
varsity.The matter came to
light during social media mon-
itoring by a police officer in
Delhi.

According to FIR, during
social media monitoring, it
was found that a person name-
ly Amardeep Singh has used
letter head of ‘President of

India’ under his own signatures
to promote his Vikramshilla
University is going to be inau-
gurated shortly.

“Two mobile numbers, a
website- www.vikramshilauni-
versity.com and an address of
Nehru Place was mentioned on
the letter. During inquiry,
details of mobile numbers were
obtained and notice has been
sent for registrant details of
above mentioned website,” stat-
ed the FIR.

“From the contents of com-
plaint and enquiry conducted
so far, an offence under section

465/468/471 IPC has been
made out,” the FIR further
read.

The website —
www.vikramshilauniversity.co
m — claims that the institute is
India’s first digital varsity and
also has a message from its
founder and CEO Amardeep
Singh.

The University on its web-
site claims to offer courses like
Nuclear Science and
Technology, Nanotechnology,
Geo Informatics & Remote
Sensing etc. under its graduate
programme.
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There is no denying the
harmful effects of plastic on

our planet, yet most of us con-
tinue to use single-use plastic
in our day-to-day lives. As the
Government has planned a
ban on most single-use plastics,
which should be in effect from
July 1, the Noida Authority has
been working to make the city
plastic-free. The Authority has
been working with founda-
tions in the city to drive a pos-
itive change. Through their
myriad efforts and endeav-
ours, Noida bagged the first
position as India’s Cleanest
Medium City (3-10 Lakh pop-
ulation) in the Swachh
Survekshan 2021, an annual
survey of cleanliness, hygiene,
and sanitation in India.

Supporting this cause
through its robust efforts is the
HCL Foundation which start-
ed the Clean Noida Project in
2019 and has achieved many

milestones in the last three
years of its operations, includ-
ing planned graffities, cleaning
several vulnerable dumpsites,
educating the masses about
waste segregation, teaching
them and providing them with
needful things for bio com-
posting, to name a few.

The Foundation has now
launched Plastic Heist
Campaign to bring awareness
regarding the harmful effects of
single-use plastic. This cam-
paign will educate the masses,
mainly shopkeepers, about the
responsible use of plastic, and
the dangers of overflowing
landfills that are full of toxic,
non-biodegradable plastic and
to encourage people into recy-
cling waste, boycott plastic
bags, and microplastic waste
that makes its way into the
oceans. The campaign shall
continue for six months and
through this initiative HCL
Foundation will divert kilos of
waste from informal dumpsites. 
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Centre of
Excellence for

Khadi (CoEK) hub
in New Delhi and its
units  in
G a n d h i n a g a r ,
Shillong, Kolkata
and Bengaluru were
inaugurated by
Minister of MSME,
Narayan Rane, at
NIFT Campus in
New Delhi on
Wednesday.

Seeking to make
Khadi trendier by diversifying
its fabrics and clothing line and
up-skilling the Khadi
Institutions to upgrade the
quality standards, Khadi and
Village Industries Commission
has collaborated with National
Institute of Fashion Technology
(NIFT) to set up Centre of
Excellence for Khadi .

Minister of State for
MSME,  Bhanu Pratap Singh
Verma, Minister of State for
Textiles, . Darshana Vikram
Jardosh, Secretary MSME, i BB
Swain and Secretary Textiles, i
UP Singh were also present on
the occasion.

Rane said Khadi has a big
responsibility of contributing to
nation’s development and ful-
filling the goal of
“Aatmanirbhar Bharat” and, at
the same time, the designers
have the responsibility of intro-
ducing new designs in Khadi
and making it appealing for the
youths. “Chairman KVIC, Shri
Vinai Kumar Saxena, who
could not attend the inaugur-
al function, congratulated the
entire team of KVIC and NIFT
for setting up the CoEK and
said it would contribute sig-
nificantly in making Khadi
trendier and globally popular.
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In a bizarre incident, a South
Korean national trashed his

cook from Nepal when he
returned home after missing
his train, the police said.

The complainant Ravinder
Rawat originally hailed from
Nepal stated in his police com-
plaint that he used to work as
a cook at Ju Young a South
Korean house located at
Phinackle society in Sector-43
of Gurugram for about a 
year.

According to the police
the complainant had left for his
home on Tuesday but he
missed his train and returned
to his employer's flat.

"On Tuesday around 2 am
Ju Young asked me why do not
you go your home, I told him
I missed my train and I will go
tomorrow on Wednesday after
this he got angry and trashed
him with utensils and when I
run away from the spot Young
follow me with an old stick.
Somehow I escape the spot and
hide somewhere and reached
the police station," Rawat told
the police.
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Delhi Police on Wednesday
has booked a 48-year-old

man for targeting one com-
munity in the clashes torn
northwest Delhi's Jahangirpuri
area. The accused has been
identified as Shiv Kumar, a res-
ident of Jahangirpuri.

According to Usha
Rangnai, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), North West District, at
around 6:15 AM, a police con-
trol room (PCR) call was
received at the Mahendra Park
police station in which the
caller reported breaking of
glasses of vehicles by some
boys of a particular commu-
nity.

Seeing the sensitivity of the
situation, police teams were
dispatched for the spot, where
they found some people gath-
ered around two cars whose
rear windscreens were broken.

"Accused Shiv Kumar was
found targeting one specific

community without verifica-
tion of facts, and trying to give
a religious colour to a mis-
chievous act of some persons
and provoking the crowd that
was gathered there," said the
DCP.

During the enquiry, CCTV
footage was analysed in which
the miscreants were identified
as three minor boys and action
under Section 427 of the
Indian Penal Code was initi-
ated against them.

"In view of the prevalent
sensitivity owing to the recent
incident in the adjacent block
of Jahangirpuri and the provo-
vative behaviour of the caller
which could have affected the
peace and tranquility of the
area, preventive action under
Section 107/151 of the CrPC
was taken against accused Shiv
Kumar," said the DCP.

"He was also medically
examined at the BJRM
Hospital before his production
before the Ld. SEM court, 
North West District," said the
DCP.

From Page 1

This is the second arrest in
this case after Suman Kumar, a
chartered accountant and
financial advisor allegedly
linked to the couple, was held
by the ED last week on May 7,
a day after the agency searched
their premises and some other
locations in different States.

The money laundering
investigation against Singhal
and others relate to a case in
which former Jharkhand
Government junior engineer
Ram Binod Prasad Sinha was
arrested by the agency on June
17, 2020 from West 
Bengal.

He was booked under the
PMLA in 2012 on the basis of
State Vigilance Bureau FIRs
against him.

Sinha was booked by the
Vigilance Bureau under Indian
Penal Code sections relating to
cheating and provisions under
the Prevention of Corruption
Act for allegedly defrauding
public money and investing it

in his own name as well as in
the name of his family mem-
bers while working as junior
engineer from April 1, 2008 to
March 21, 2011.

The said fund was ear-
marked for the execution of the
Government projects under
MGNREGA (Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act) in
Khunti district.

Sinha told the ED that “he
paid five per cent commission
(out of the defrauded funds) to
the district administration”.

During the period, the ED
had alleged, charges of “irreg-
ularities” were made against
Singhal while she served as the
deputy commissioner/district
magistrate of Chatra, Khunti
and Palamu between 2007 and
2013.

The agency, during the
May 6 raids, seized over Rs 17
crore cash from CA Suman
Kumar’s premises. The total
cash seizure in this case includ-
ing all locations is Rs 19.31
crore, officials had said.

From Page 1

Speakers, including Vice-
President M Venkaiah Niadu
and Union Minister  Mukhtar
Abbas Naqvi , also praised  the
leadership of Modi and his con-
tribution  to national develop-
ment and growth.

The Vice President said
while Mahatma Gandhi took
the freedom struggle out of the
hands of the elite to turn it into
a mass movement, Modi had
converted developmental ini-
tiatives into mass movements.

He said that Modi put to
effective use his valuable learn-
ing to write a development
script for his State of Gujarat as
its Chief Minister and scaled up
the same at national level as
Prime Minister. 

Addressing the gathering
after releasing the book
“Modi@20 Dreams Meet
Delivery”, Naidu said Modi’s
vision, his dreams and Mission
India have been shaped by his
extensive travels and insightful,
experiential journey.

“This is the fundamental
differentiator that makes Modi

unique in several ways. There
is probably no other public fig-
ure in contemporary times
who has had a comparable
experiential journey as Modi,”
said Naidu.

Edited and compiled by
BlueKraft Digital Foundation
and published by Rupa, “Modi
@ 20: Dreams Meet Delivery”
looks into 20 years of Modi’s
model of governance in Gujarat
and at the Centre.

It is a compilation of chap-
ters authored by the likes of
Shah, Ajit Doval, Sudha Murty,
Nandan Nilekani, Arvind
Panagariya, S Jaishankar, Lata
Mangeshkar, P V Sindhu and
Nripendra Misra among oth-
ers.

On his part the Home
Minister elaborated Modi’s
contribution to the party and
the nation saying under his
leadership the BJP reached
every nook and corner of the
country and broke several
myths like it was a party of
Hindi-speaking people and
had influence only in urban
areas and not a party of farm-
ers.

Asserting that  Modi
Government did not  take
decisions to please the people
but did so for their greater good
without any political consider-
ation, Shah said, “Getting such
a huge mandate (in 2014),
without any surprise, without
any family background, with-
out political upbringing, and
again people giving him anoth-
er mandate (in 2019) as Prime
Minister is significant. It shows
that people of India accepted
Modi as their leader and loves
from the bottom of their hearts.
He won people’s trust.”

From Page 1

But the similar benefit is
not available in compulsory
retirement.

Under the provisions relat-
ing to pre-mature retirement in
the Fundamental Rules (FR)
and the CCS (Pension) Rules,
1972, the appropriate authori-
ty has the absolute right to
retire a Government servant
under FR 56(j), FR 56(l) or
Rule 48 (1)(b) of the CCS
(Pension) Rules, 1972 as the
case may be, if it is necessary
to do so in public interest.

However, the 75 officials
who put in their papers and
decided to opt for VRS are
those who have been denied
promotion or sent on leave or
circumstances have been cre-
ated to force them to opt for

retirement. In July last year,
nine officials including mem-
ber (Rolling Stock and
Traction) Rahul Jain put in
their papers, followed by six in
August, four in September,
seven in October, nine in
November, six in December. In
2022 , 11 officials in January
opted for VRS, seven in
February, eight in March, five
in April and three this month.

Another Member of the
Railway Board Ravindra Gupta
also opted for VRS last month
while general manager of Rail
Wheel Factory A K Dubey
was “advised” to proceed on
VRS at earliest failing which the
railways could invoke the
DoPT dismissal rule. “There
were strong vigilance recom-
mendations against Dubey,”
confirmed a railway official.
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The request was however
turned down by the bench on
the ground that it was not pos-
sible to defer an ongoing mat-
ter endlessly. 

While the petitioners had
said that marital rape was the
biggest form of sexual vio-
lence against women, the Delhi
Government had said this Act
was already covered as a “crime
of cruelty” under IPC.

NGO Men Welfare Trust
(MWT), which is opposing
the batch of petitions seeking
criminalisation of marital rape,
had argued that sexual inter-
course between a husband and
wife cannot be treated at par
with that in non-marital rela-
tionships as the issue of consent
cannot be divorced from the
context of a marriage. It had
submitted that the Domestic
Violence Act was specifically
promulgated for recognising
spouse sexual 
violence.

From Page 1

“Ultimately, pending cases
are before the judicial forum
and we need to trust courts,”
the law officer told the bench.

The bench, which rose for
a few minutes to discuss the
orders after taking note of the
Centre’s response, came back to
pronounce the directions and
said it has considered the issues
elaborately. On Tuesday, the
bench had asked the Centre to
make clear within 24 hours its
stand on keeping pending sedi-
tion cases in abeyance to protect
the interests of citizens already
booked and not registering
fresh cases till the government’s
re-examination of the colonial-
era penal law is over.

Asking the Centre to take
a clear stand after it had posed
the two specific queries, the top
court had agreed that a re-look
of IPC’s Section 124A be left to
the Government.

From Page 1

MEA  Spokesperson
Arindam Bagchi on Tuesday
had said that  India will always
be guided by the best interests
of the people of Sri Lanka
expressed through democratic
processes.

Reacting to reports about
Rajapaksa fleeing to India, the
High Commission in Colombo
on Tuesday  said, “High
Commission has recently
noticed rumours circulating
in sections of media and social
media that certain political
persons and their families have
fled to India.  These are fake
and blatantly false reports,
devoid of any truth or sub-
stance. High Commission
strongly denies them.”

Mahinda Rajapaksa, 76,
resigned as Prime Minister
amid economic turmoil in the
country, hours after his sup-
porters attacked anti-govern-
ment protesters, prompting
authorities to impose a nation-
wide curfew and deploy troops
in the capital. The attack trig-
gered widespread violence
against pro-Rajapaksa politi-
cians. A group of protesters
gathered around the naval base
in the eastern port district of
Trincomalee, claiming
Mahinda Rajapaksa had taken
refuge there. At least eight
people have died while over
250 people have been injured
in the clashes which also saw
scores of properties belonging
to ruling party politicians being
set on fire.
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Days after the dramatic
arrest of BJP leader

Tajinder Pal Singh Bagga that
saw the police forces of Punjab,
Haryana and Delhi in a tussle,
Bagga on Wednesday said that
he will continue to question
Arvind Kejriwal about his
promise to act against those
who dishonoured the Guru
Granth Sahib in Punjab.

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) is in power in Delhi and
Punjab, with Kejriwal the chief
minister in the national capital
and Bhagwant Singh Mann
the chief minister in the state.

In the first conference since
his arrest at Delhi BJP head-
quarters, Bagga said that he will
continue to ask Kejriwal ques-
tions whether one or 1,000
cases are registered against me.

“I was arrested like a ter-
rorist. Was it my fault to ask
Kejriwal about his promise to
arrest accused in Guru Granth
Sahib sacrilege, was it my fault
to ask him about action against
drug mafia and separatists rais-
ing slogans of Khalistan in
Punjab,” said Bagga.
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The NFSSM Alliance has
developed the Social and

Behaviour Change Primer
which was released in collabo-
ration with the Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs at
the launch of the National
Behaviour Change
Communication Framework
for Garbage Free 
Cities. 

Aligning with the govern-
ment’s vision of shifting from
IEC (information, education,
and communication) tools to
SBCC (social and behaviour
change communication), the
SBCC Primer aids the on-
ground implementation of
behaviour change to achieve
inclusive sanitation 
outcomes.

The event was organized at
Nirman Bhavan, Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs
(MoHUA), New Delhi in the
presence of key dignitaries
including Roopa Mishra, Joint
Secretary, Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs.
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The Ministry of Education
on Wednesday issued

guidelines to schools for com-
bating the heatwave, asking
them to modify timings and
reduce the number of school
hours each day. 

Schools can also relax uni-
forms norms and allow canvas
shoes instead of leather ones,
the order stated. 

The Ministry asked the
schools to ensure that fans
were functional and there was
power back-up. Restricting
outdoor activities, stocking up
on ORS and glucose sachets

and constantly motivating chil-
dren to stay hydrated are
among the steps schools are
taking because of the heatwave
assailing Delhi-NCR.

However, closing schools
due to the heatwave is not an
option as offline classes have
started from the new session
after nearly two years due to the
Covid-induced pandemic. 

Regarding school trans-
portation, the Government has
advised that buses and vans
should not be overcrowded
and students coming to school
on foot/rickshaws/bicycles
should be advised to keep their
heads covered. School buses

and vans should be parked in
a shaded area. It also suggest-
ed that parents should be sen-
sitised to pick-up the students
themselves, to the extent pos-

sible, to avoid public transport
and minimise their time out in
the sun. In regards to the Exam
Centres for ongoing secondary
school examinations, it asked

the schools to allow children to
bring their own transparent
water bottle in the examination
hall besides examination cen-
tres should ensure availability

of potable drinking water
which is easily accessible to the
candidates at the centres. In
addition to the above, residen-
tial schools should take addi-

tional measures like essential
medicines for common ail-
ments related with the summer
season should be available with
the school nurse. Students may

be made aware regarding pre-
vention of heat stroke; windows
in the dormitories should be
provided with curtains; lemon,
butter milk and seasonal fruits
with high water content should
be included in the diet and
spicy food should be avoided.
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Terming the Delhi High
Court's (HC) split verdict

on the issue of criminalisation
of marital rape "disappointing",
some women activists here
expressed hope that Supreme
Court will exercise "much more
wisdom" in matter, saying cur-
rent provisions are discrimi-
natory against one category of
rape victims. 

Following verdict, the
Delhi Commission for Women
(DCW) chief Swati Maliwal
said that marital rape is a real-
ity and it is high time that
action was taken against it.
"Don't know how many more
years we will have to wait to
change a British era law!
Marital rape is a reality and it's

high time we take strongest
action against it!" she tweeted.
Noting that HC has "simply
passed buck" to the Supreme
Court in matter, All India
Progressive Women's
Association member Kavita
Krishnan said: "The verdict by
High Court is very disap-
pointing and upsetting.

“The legal issue is very
clear and it is discriminatory
against one category of rape
victims —wives. I hope that
Supreme Court will show
courage and clarity needed for
removing this shameful law."

The Delhi High Court
delivered a split verdict on
issue of criminalisation of mar-
ital rape with one of judges
favouring striking down the
provision, and other holding it
was not unconstitutional. The
Division Bench granted leave to
the parties to file an appeal
before Supreme Court. Vani
Subramanian, a member of
women's group Saheli Trust,
questioned that if domestic
violence is a crime, then how

is it that marital rape not a
crime. She also pointed out that
just because a woman got mar-
ried, does not mean that she
has given consent once and for
all. 

"It is a very sad day. If this
(marital rape) has happened,
we need to acknowledge it, we
cannot only consider the cases
where it is very brutal. A
woman's consent is central to
this and the idea of equality, of
bodily integrity. 

There needs to be some
clarity on violence, that vio-
lence is violence wherever it
happened. This is also a part of
domestic violence. So domes-
tic violence is a crime so how
come rape is not a crime. I
hope the Supreme Court will
exercise much more wisdom,"
Subramanian said. Meanwhile,
anti-rape activist Yogita
Bhayana is content that at least
a discussion around marital
rape has begun. She believes as
the matter has been referred to
a Bench of the Supreme Court,
there will be a robust discussion

on the matter."I am happy that
it has been referred to Supreme
Court Bench because now the
order will be unbiased. The dis-
course around the matter has
started. One year ago, people
were not even talking about
this. Now they have started dis-
cussing it," she said.

The petitioners had chal-
lenged the constitutionality of
the marital rape exception
under Section 375 IPC (rape)
on the grounds that it dis-
criminated against married
women who are sexually
assaulted by their husbands.

Under the exception given
in Section 375 of the IPC, sex-
ual intercourse or sexual acts by
a man with his wife, the wife
not being minor, is not rape.

While Justice Rajiv
Shakdher, who headed the
Division Bench, favoured strik-
ing down the marital rape
exception, Justice C Hari
Shankar said the exception
under the IPC is not unconsti-
tutional and was based on an
intelligible differentia.
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With the aim to accommo-
date over 26,000 students

in the coming years, the Delhi
Government has sanctioned
funds worth Rs 2,306.58 crore
for the two new campuses of
the State-run Ambedkar
University at Rohini and
Dheerpur. On Wednesday,
Delhi’s Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia  approved
funds worth Rs 2,306.58 crore
for creating state-of-the-art
infrastructure at upcoming
campuses of Ambedkar
University. According to
Government officials, the
Ambedkar University campus
that is coming up at Rohini will
be built at a cost of Rs 1,107.56
crore. The campus will be
spread over 1,64,130 sqm and

will accommodate over 10,000
students.

The Dheerpur campus,
spread over 2,00,759 sqm, will
be built at the cost of Rs
1199.02 crore and will have the
capacity to accommodate over
16,000 students.

“Both the campuses will
have multi-storey academic
blocks and auditoriums along
with health centres, convention
blocks, MLCP, administration
blocks, library blocks,
amphitheatres, guest houses,
separate hostels for girls and
boys,” said the official adding
that residential units of differ-
ent types will also be con-
structed at both campuses.
While reviewing the project,
Sisodia, who also holds the
education portfolio, said that
the Arvind Kejriwal
Government is focused on cre-
ating such innovative educa-
tional spaces which can help
students learn comfortably and
achieve their goals swiftly.
“New campuses of Ambedkar
University will have ultra-mod-
ern infrastructure for students,

to address all their education-
al needs,” he said.

“Every year more than 2.5
lakh students pass out from
Class 12 and apply for various
universities. But not everyone
gets admission in the promi-
nent universities, despite hav-
ing the talent and capability,”

said Sisodia. “To cater to the
educational needs of such a
large population of students,
the new campuses are designed
to ensure the most conducive
environment to facilitate col-
lective engagement, spaces for
self-growth, knowledge pro-
duction and dissemination,

community living and inclusive
culture,” said Sisodia.

Sisodia added that the var-
sity's present sanctioned stu-
dent strength is more than
4,000 and after the creation of
the two new campuses at
Dheerpur and Rohini, it will
increase to 30,000 students.
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The Jawaharlal Nehru
University (JNU) admin-

istration, for the second time,
has extended the registration
date for the winter semester to
May 13. The registration for
the winter session had begun
on April 27.

According to the notice
issued by Manoj Kumar
Manuj, Assistant Registrar of
the varsity on Tuesday, “This
is hereby brought to the notice
of all concerned that the last
date of registration for the con-
tinuing students (admitted in
monsoon semester 2021 of

the academic year 2021-2022)
has been extended further
beyond 09.05.2022 till
13.05.2022.”The registration
process for the continuing stu-
dents, admitted in the mon-
soon semester of 2021, began
on April 27 and was supposed
to conclude on May 1. It was
initially extended to May 9.

Under the semester system
followed by the university, stu-
dents are required to register
at the beginning of each
semester for the course. No
student is allowed to attend a
course without registration
and is also not entitled to any
credits until formal registration
by the scheduled date.
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After a two-year gap due to
the Covid pandemic, for

the first time physical mode of
examination for second and
third-year undergraduate stu-
dents began on Wednesday at
Delhi University (DU).

Though examination for a
majority of courses began on
Wednesday, DU conducted
exams for students with
Essential Repeats on Monday
and Tuesday. According to
varsity officials, over 29,500
students appeared for exams
for 40 papers held in morning.
“The exams for majority of
courses have begun. This is
after two years that the uni-

versity is holding a physical
mode of examination. Proper
arrangements have been
made,” said the official.

“The examinations of
undergraduate students are
being conducted in two ses-
sions in a day. Examinations
for 66 papers were held in the
evening and around 23,684
students appeared, he said,
adding proper Covid protocols
were being followed and stu-
dents were given an addition-
al 30 minutes for  exam. “The
duration of exams of under-
graduate, post-graduate, pro-
fessional programmes is three
hours and an additional 30
minutes is being provided as
a special one-time measure,"
Rawat added. The Delhi

University's School of Open
Learning also held exams for
three papers on Wednesday
morning.Meanwhile, the dura-
tion of exams for people with
benchmark disability (PwBD)
is four hours and 40 minutes.
It includes an additional 40
minutes as a "special one-
time measure" and an extra
time of 20 minutes per hour.

The Covid pandemic had
forced the university to con-
duct open-book exams as col-
leges were shut until early
this year. The DU has advised
students to carry hand sani-
tisers and water bottles to the
examination centre and follow
Covid guidelines, including
wearing masks and maintain-
ing social distancing. 
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In a shocking incident at the
Delhi airport, a passenger

apparently fainted when she was
not allowed to board Air India's
Delhi-Vadodara flight for being
late, and her relatives alleged that
she was not provided medical
assistance immediately. However,
the airline refuted the claim and
said that doctor had arrived at

the spot "immediately" but the
passenger was already feeling
better. When asked about this
incident, Arun Kumar, the chief
of Indian aviation regulator
DGCA, said, "We are seeking a
report from the airline con-
cerned." On social media, a
video circulating shows a mid-
dle-aged woman lying on floor
near boarding gates and her rel-
atives are arranging water for her.
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Astudy by an online health
platform claimed that 55

per cent of the families resid-
ing in Delhi and its neigh-
bouring cities have had "one or
more members" down with
one or more Covid-like symp-
toms in April and May.

The LocalCircles recently
conducted a survey and sought
responses from residents in
Delhi-NCR to a prepared ques-
tionnaire.  

According to the state-
ment issued by LocalCirlces,
one of questions is: “When you
or someone else in the family
was unwell in April or May,
(with symptoms like fever,
sore throat or cough, cold or

congestion, fatigue or body
ache, stomach ache, diarrhea,
nausea, breathing difficulties,
uneasiness, etc.),  did you/they
take any type of Covid-19
test?” In response, the major-
ity, 66 per cent of the residents
said, "No". Only 22 per cent
said, "Yes, once", and another
12 per cent said, "Yes, multiple
times."

"This means, of Delhi-
NCR families that had one or
more members exhibiting
Covid-like symptoms in April-
May, two in three did not take
Covid test. This question in
survey received 11,235
responses," the statement read.

The survey also found that
of the people who were getting
tested, 42 per cent of them
were opting only for Rapid
Antigen Test, it said in a state-
ment. 

LocalCircles has attempt-
ed to understand section of
people who are having Covid-
like symptoms but are choos-
ing not to take test at all. 
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The South Municipal
Corporation of Delhi

(MCD) on Wednesday contin-
ued its demolition drive in

Madhuvihar, Chaukhandi,
Janakpuri, Chhatarpur and
Meherchand market in Lodi
Road area, during which sev-
eral structure were demolished
and 128 articles were impound-

ed. The North MCD also wrote
a letter to Station House
Officers of Rohini and Prem
Nagar Police Station, demand-
ing the adequate police force
including policewomen to

remove the unauthorised
encroachment in the area.
During demolition drive, the
South MCD team uprooted a
tree in New Friends Colony. In
a statement the civic body  said
that information pertaining to
uprooting of tree has been
provided to deputy conserva-
tor of forests via a letter dated
May 10 wherein the it has
"assured the forest department
to undertake 'compensatory
afforestation of 10 number of
trees' in lieu of the uprooted
tree or take measures as direct-
ed by the forest department.

The locals of Lodhi Colony
and Mehar Market gathered
together since morning amid a
tense atmosphere. The fear
was palpable as people prayed
for cancellation of the drive or
for divine intervention to save
them from the rage of bull-
dozer.

During the drive in central
zone, the road measuring 1.2
kilometres in length was made

encroachment free. Apart from
this, two vehicles were
impounded while as many as
25 items were confiscated.
SDMC’s central zone chair-
man, Rajpal Singh, said that the
demolition drive took place in
the Lodhi Road colony and
Mehar Chand market to clear
the encroached area. 

We are not conducting this
drive to snatch the livelihood of
the people instead the civic
body is helping people by
removing the encroachment, as
after the removal there will be
no more jam in the area, the
school buses will easily reach
the houses of the students, etc.

“The drive started around
2:12 in the afternoon and con-
tinued till 4:30 pm. 35 civic offi-
cials were present on the spot
along with the adequate police
force,” he said. 

“Those who have not
encroached need not fear. We
will raze the encroachments.
People of political parties are

working to intimidate people.
We talk about unity, integrity
and development of the coun-
try,” said Rajpal. 

Congress MLA, Abhishek
Dutt, also reached the spot and
said that this bulldozer is a
political move to shape the
upcoming elections, it’s a bull-
dozer of inflation, the prices of
petrol is skyrocketing, the cost
LPG cylinder is around Rs
1000, instead of easing the
burden of inflation, the civic
body is creating more hard-
ships for the people with this
move.

A similar action was taken
in the West Zone where illegal
encroachments were removed
from District Centre, Chhoti
Sabzi Mandi, Janakpuri,
Chaukhandi and adjoining
areas. During the action, an
area of about 1800 meters was
made encroachment free. The
SDMC team also seized a total
of 71 items and impounded one
vehicle lying unattended.
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Various Left-wing organisa-
tions carried out a citizen

march on Wednesday to the
Delhi Lieutenant-Governor
Anil Baijal's residence to protest
against anti-encroachment dri-
ves being carried out by
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD).

The march commenced
from Kashmere Gate and was
proceeding towards Baijal's res-
idence when police intervened
and stopped them. According
to police, the protestors was
carrying out banners such as
'Stop Communal Attacks on
Muslims', 'Unite Against
Casteism and All forms of
Capitalist Exploitation', and

also shouted slogans of "Halla
Bol" as they braved the scorch-
ing heat. There were about 70
protesters. Civic agencies on
Wednesday continued their
anti-encroachment drive in
Najafgarh zone, central zone
and other areas in south Delhi,
as bulldozers razed the
encroachments in the city. On
Monday, in Shaheen Bagh hun-
dreds of locals protested and
foiled a demolition drive of the
South Delhi Municipal
Corporation (SDMC).

With hundreds of locals
besides the Congress and the
AAP workers staging a protest,
the SDMC had to call off its
drive to raze alleged
encroached structures in the
area under its first phase of
demolition drive.
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To mark the 8th anniversary
of the Modi Government,

BJP president J P Nadda will
kick off  a 15-day  campaign
themed  “8 Years: Service,
Good Governance and Welfare
of the Poor” on May 30 by
releasing a book titled 'A
Report to the Nation' with a
special focus on reaching out to
minorities and scheduled castes
and scheduled tribes tribes.

Elected members  of the
party, including MPs and
MLAs, will  participate in the
public outreach programmes
from booth to national level
during which rallies and
'Prabhat Pheri' will be organ-
ised across the country and a
report card on the perfor-
mance of the Modi government
released.

The campaign will be
attended by all top party lead-
ers, including Union ministers.

It will be followed by a pub-
lic outreach programme over
10 days though the celebrations
will continue for five days
more. Each day of the exercise
has been dedicated to specific
segments of the society such as
farmers, women, SCs, STs,
OBCs, weaker sections, urban
poor and others.

Under the campaign, the
BJP has earmarked three days
each for highlighting the wel-
fare programmes focusing on
minorities and tribals.

From June 6 to 8, the party
will reach out to minorities
under the programme--
'Interacting with Minorities'.
The party's minority cell mem-
bers will meet people from
minority communities and
inform them about the com-
munity specific welfare pro-
grammes undertaken by the
Modi government.

From June 3 to 5, 'Birsa
Munda Vishwas Rally and

Tribal Mela' will be held in
Ranchi, where BJP's tribal lead-
ers, including MPs, will high-
light the government's efforts
for the uplift of the tribal com-
munities. Tribal fairs will be
organised in all scheduled tribe
dominated districts across the
country, according to a party
booklet.The BJP's youth wing,
Bharatiya Yuva Janata Morcha
will  organize  'prabhat pheri'
during which young volunteers
will hold early morning pro-

cessions highlighting the
achievements of the Modi gov-
ernment. The BJYM will also
take out 'Vikas Tirath' bike ral-
lies in all districts where local
MLAs and MPs will also par-
ticipate.

The party will interact with
the  Scheduled Caste commu-
nity  with a rally in  Mhow city
of Madhya Pradesh where
framer of  the constitution
and Dalit icon B R Ambedkar
was born. 
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The three-day brainstorming
conclave of the Congress is

likely to focus on time-bound
party restructuring for
strengthening the organisation
to take on the might of BJP and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
in the general elections of
2024. Party sources said lead-
ers are to discuss solutions on
key issues including polarisa-
tion, Centre-state ties, forming
of alliances and attempts at
bringing in ''uniformity", espe-
cially in the Northeast, that are
confronting the country and
the party.

Former Union Minister
Sachin Pilot said ground-level
feedback from youth leaders
will be important in preparing
the Congress' strategy. Youths
have been prioritised by the
party for its Nav Chintan Shivir
with nearly half of the delegates

being under the age of 40, said
Pilot, the former Rajasthan
deputy chief minister.

He also said the session will
reenergise the Congress and
the organisational changes will
be done after the Chintan
Shivir.  "The Nav Sankalp
Chintan Shivir in Udaipur will
prove to be very important in
deciding the future strategy,"
Pilot told reporters at Jaipur.

The party is holding the
Chintan Shivir at Udaipur in
Rajasthan from May 13 to 15
after a gap of almost nine years
while facing "an unprecedent-
ed crisis" as it remains in power
on its own in just two states and
has less than 100 members in
both Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha.

Unlike in the past, when
Chintan Shivirs did not set any
set timelines, the Udaipur dec-
laration will state time-bound
initiation and accomplishing of
structural changes in the organ-

isation at all levels. "We have to
make changes which are mean-
ingful and not merely cosmet-
ic" in order to revamp the
party, a senior leader said
ahead of the session.

The last such conclave was
held in Jaipur in 2013 when the
Congress-led UPA was in
power. It focussed on the ele-
vation of Rahul Gandhi as vice
president of the party. The
earlier 'shivirs' were held in
Pachmarhi in 1998 and Shimla
in 2003.While stressing the
importance of alignment of
non-BJP forces, Congress lead-
ers on Wednesday said the
party would need to be inter-
nally strengthened first to gain
a pole position in the event of
an opposition understanding
for the 2024 general elections.

They noted that no oppo-
sition alliance could be viable
without the Congress. "But the
Congress needs to revive and
rebuild to gain a place of

prominence at the centre of any
potential anti-BJP alliance,"
said a senior leader.

"There will also be a dis-
cussion on what should be the
Congress stand on alliances,"
he said, adding that the party
would also delve into the
growth of some regional parties
like the TMC, AAP, YSRCP
and the TRS.

The leader specified that
the party is clear that it cannot
have a tie-up with the TRS and
AAP and that has already been
made clear.The party will focus
on issues of polarisation, cen-
ter-state relations, the situation
in Jammu and Kashmir, eco-
nomic downturn, disinvest-
ment of PSUs, MSP, social
inequities and problems facing
the youth. The conclave will
begin with introductory
remarks of Congress President
Sonia Gandhi on May 13 and
a valedictory address by Rahul
Gandhi on May 15.
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India and Uzbekistan on
Wednesday reviewed the

entire spectrum of their bilat-
eral ties, including security,
trade, political and connectiv-
ity during the 15th round of
India-Uzbekistan Foreign
Office Consultations (FoC)
here.

The consultations were co-
chaired by Sanjay Verma,
Secretary (West) and Furkat
Sidikov, Deputy Minister of
Foreign Affairs of the Republic
of Uzbekistan. The last round
of FoC was held in virtual for-
mat in November 2020.

During the consultations,
both sides undertook a com-
prehensive review of the state
and prospects of bilateral coop-
eration including political,
security, trade-economic, con-
nectivity, development part-
nership, humanitarian and cul-
tural spheres.

The talks particularly
focused on greater economic
cooperation and steps to
enhance connectivity between
India and Uzbekistan. Both
sides agreed to exploit the full
potential of Chabahar port for
trade between the two coun-
tries, the ministry of external
affairs said in a statement.

The two sides exchanged

views on regional and interna-
tional issues of mutual interest,
including Afghanistan. They
agreed to further enhance
cooperation in the UN, SCO

and other multilateral fora.
Indian side conveyed its

full support for Uzbekistan’s
ongoing chairmanship of the
Shanghai Co-operation

Organisation(SCO). Both sides
assessed the holding of the 1st
India-Central Asia Summit in
January 2022 and agreed to
expeditiously implement its
outcomes along-with other
Central Asian countries.

The talks were held in the
traditional spirit of friendship
and understanding. 

The FoC was useful in
taking stock of the implemen-
tation of decisions taken dur-
ing high-level meetings held in
the last two years, including the
Virtual Summit in December
2020. Both sides agreed to
hold the next round of consul-
tations on a mutually conve-
nient date in Uzbekistan.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will participate in the

second global virtual summit
on Covid-19 on Thursday
being hosted by US President
Joe Biden. The summit intends
galvanising new actions to
address the challenges of the
pandemic and build a stronger
global health security archi-
tecture.        

Modi had participated in
the first global virtual summit
on Covid hosted by Biden on
September 22 last year.

The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) said the Prime

Minister would deliver his
remarks in the opening session
of the summit on the theme
'Preventing Pandemic Fatigue
and Prioritising Preparedness'.

"India is playing a key role
in ongoing global efforts to
combat the pandemic by sup-
plying safe and affordable vac-
cines, medicines, development
of low-cost indigenous tech-
nologies to test and treat,
genomic surveillance, and
capacity building for health
care workers," it said.

"India is also proactively
engaged in multilateral fora
with the objective of strength-
ening and reforming the glob-

al health security architecture
with the WHO at its centre,"
the MEA said.

Leaders of a number of
countries are expected to par-
ticipate in the summit.  The
summit will also be attended by
heads of state/government of
Belize in its capacity as Chair
of CARICOM, Senegal as
Chair of African Union,
Indonesia as President of G20
and Germany as President of
G7 respectively.

Secretary-General of the
United Nations, Director
General of World Health
Organization and other digni-
taries would also participate.
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The CBI has arrested 14
accused persons, including

six public servants and has
recovered cash of Rs 3.21 crore,
several incriminating docu-
ments and mobile phones dur-
ing countrywide searches at the
premises of accused at around
40 locations including in Delhi,
Haryana, Rajasthan, Jharkhand,
Himachal Pradesh, Telangana,
Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu,
Assam and Manipur.

A case was registered on
Tuesday against 36 accused
including seven public servants
of FCRA Division of the Union
Home Ministry National
Informatics Centre (NIC) and
middlemen besides represen-
tatives of various NGOs. They
were booked on the allegations
that some officials of FCRA

Division, in conspiracy with the
promoters/ representatives of
different NGOs, middlemen,
were indulging in corrupt activ-
ities for getting backdoor FCRA
registration/ renewal to NGOs
illegally with an object to con-
tinue receiving donations
despite not fulfilling the pre-
scribed norms, the CBI said in
a statement.

“It was further alleged that
some public servants were
impersonating themselves as
officers posted in FCRA
Division and were indulging in
said practices and obtaining
bribe from NGOs for facilitat-
ing them for their registration/
renewal of registration under
FCRA and for other FCRA
related works,” it said.

During investigation, two
accused were caught while
delivering and accepting the

bribe amount of Rs 4 lakh on
behalf of a Senior Accountant
of MHA, New Delhi. It was
alleged that the delivery of
bribe was done through a
hawala operator and a close
associate of said public servant,
at Avadi (Tamil Nadu), the
agency said.

The arrested accused are
being produced before the
Competent Court and further
investigation is continuing.

The arrested public ser-
vants are Parmod Kumar
Bhasin, Senior Accountant,
Ministry of Home Affairs, who
was earlier posted in FCRA
Division;  Alok Ranjan, Senior
AO, PAO, MHA, earlier worked
in FCRA Division (MHA), Raj
Kumar, Accountant, FCRA;
Md. Saheed Khan, Assistant
Director, FCRA, Delhi; Md.
Ghazanfar Ali, officer of MHA,

earlier posted in FCRA Division
and Tushar Kanti Roy, FCRA
official.

The arrested private per-
sons Pawan Kumar Sharma
alias Pareek Bhai, Ramanand
Pareek, hawala operator locat-
ed at Chennai (Tamil Nadu),
Robin Devadass, Gandhi
Nagar, Chennai (NGO-The
Social Project, Keezandurai
Road, Nagavedu Village, Nemili
TK, Vellore (Tamil Nadu), Ravi
Shankar Ambastha of Rohini,
Delhi, Manoj Kumar of
Secunderabad, Hyderabad
(Telangana), Santosh Kumar
Prasad , Director of consultan-
cy firm Shaurya Business
Solutions Private Limited,
Dayanand Colony, Lajpat
Nagar–IV, New Delhi and
another office at CWG. Village,
Akshardham, New Delhi,
Amita Chandra,  Director of s

Shaurya Business Solutions
Private Limited, Vageesh,
Chartered Accountant, working
in a hospital on behalf of Ganga
Orthopaedic Research &
Education Foundation
(GOREF), PN Pudur,
Coimbatore.

The CBI action against
FCRA division and NGO rep-
resentatives came following
inputs with the Union Home
Ministry suggesting at least
three networks, working close-
ly with government officials,
were charging “speed money”
and “problem-resolution fees”
to expedite the FCRA clearance
to the NGOs in order to make
them eligible to get foreign
donations.

In a countrywide crack-
down on Tuesday, the CBI
searched 40 locations and
apprehended around 14 people,

including home ministry offi-
cials, NGO representatives and
alleged middlemen, for their
suspected role in the racket.

In a communication to the
CBI on March 29, Union Home
Secretary Ajay Bhalla men-
tioned that at least three FCRA
clearance networks were work-
ing in close collaboration with
some government officials.

The three networks, having
links with the government offi-
cials, were charging “speed
money” and “problems resolu-
tion fees” to expedite the FCRA
clearance to the NGOs and
resolve issues related to the
application process for new
registrations and renewals, offi-
cials said.

In his letter, the Union
Home Secretary also conveyed
to the CBI Director Subodh
Kumar Jaiswal the govern-

ment's approval for a thorough
investigation into the alleged
fraud and requested him to take
necessary action.

Bhalla sent the letter to the
CBI chief after Union Home
Minister Amit Shah was briefed
about the development and he
ordered a thorough probe into
the FCRA syndicate comprising
officials of the FCRA Division

under the Home Ministry,
NGO representatives and mid-
dlemen.During its operation,
the CBI found that several offi-
cials were allegedly involved in
exchanging bribes for facilitat-
ing clearances to the NGOs in
alleged violation of Foreign
Contribution Regulation Act
(FCRA) rules, according to the
CBI.
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The Congress on Wednesday
hailed the Supreme Court's

decision to put on hold the
sedition law, saying a clear cut
message has gone to subjuga-
tors of dissent that "you can no
longer suppress the voice of
truth" and those critical of the
government must be heard.

Former Congress chief
Rahul Gandhi said "telling the
truth is patriotism, not treason"
and listening to the truth is
'Rajdharma', while crushing

the truth is "arrogance". Do not
fear, he urged people in his
Twitter post reacting to the top
court's decision.

Putting on hold the sedi-
tion law, the Supreme Court
stayed the registration of FIRs,
ongoing probes and coercive
measures on the matter across
the country until an "appro-
priate forum" of the govern-
ment re-examines the colonial
era penal law.

Reacting to the develop-
ment, Congress's chief
spokesperson Randeep
Surjewala said speaking truth

to power cannot be sedition for
it is "true nationalism and the
true test" of how committed
one is to the country and to the
people.

"Supreme Court has final-
ly spoken in a historical verdict
by staying the sedition law. A
clear cut message has gone
today to suppressors and sub-
jugators of public opinion, of
dissent, of everyone who crit-
icises the autocratic and dicta-
torial rulers and their policies,
that you can no longer suppress
the voice of truth, dissent,
those critical of government

must be heard and course cor-
rections need to be done,"
Surjewala said in a statement.

"We fought against the
British, the sedition law was
heaped upon the crores and
lakhs of Congressmen by the
British and that law needs to go
now," he said. 

The Congress promised
this in its 2019 manifesto, the
Supreme Court has finally spo-
ken and the Constitution will
be upheld and the voice of truth
and those speaking truth to
power will finally have their
way, he asserted.
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The BJP on Wednesday said
the apex court's order must

be viewed in the context of the
overall positive suggestion of
the Government that it wishes
to examine the matter which
has been "duly accepted" by the
court.

BJP spokesperson Nalin
Kohli asserted  that the Modi
government has so far removed
over 1,500 archaic and obsolete
laws and over 25,000 compli-
ances to make citizens' lives
easier.

The Congress has wel-
comed  the Supreme Court's
decision, saying a clear-cut

message has gone to subjuga-
tors of dissent that "you can no
longer suppress the voice of
truth" and those critical of the
government must be heard.

The government in an ear-
lier affidavit had said that it was
willing to consider the issues
involving the law.

Referring to the affidavit,
the BJP spokesperson said,
"The Supreme Court order
must be viewed with the over-
all positive suggestions of the
government that it wishes to
examine the matter. It has been
duly accepted by the court."
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With the Supreme Court
staying the registration

of fresh FIRs, ongoing probes
and coercive measures under
the sedition law, the fate of sev-
eral high-profile cases regis-
tered under the draconian
British-era law hangs in the
balance.

According to a National
Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB) report, a total of 356
cases of sedition -- as defined
under section 124A of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC) --
were registered and 548

accused persons arrested
between 2015 and 2020, lead-
ing to only six convictions.

A 21-year-old Bengaluru-
based environment activist,
Disha Ravi, was arrested by the
Delhi Police on February 14,
2021 for allegedly creating and
disseminating a "toolkit" on the
farmers' protests against farm
laws brought by the BJP gov-
ernment at the Centre.

The toolkit was tweeted by
Swedish environment activist
Greta Thunberg on February 3,
2021. The Delhi Police regis-
tered an FIR against Ravi, who
was working at a vegan store in

Bengaluru and fighting for
environment issues since her
student days, under IPC sec-
tions 124A (sedition), 120-B
(criminal conspiracy) and
153A (promoting enmity
between different groups).

Ravi was granted bail on
February 23, 2021 by addi-
tional sessions judge
Dharmender Rana who said
that citizens are "conscience
keepers" of the government in
any democratic nation, and
they cannot be put behind the
bars simply because they
choose to disagree with State
policies.
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One of the reasons  that a Parliamentary panel
chaired by Congress leader Jairam Ramesh

cautioned against encouraging the sale and pur-
chase of captive elephants hinged on the plight of
the country’s largest mammal which faces a range
of eye-diseases/disorders such as cataract or
corneal ulcers.

Jumbos also  often suffer from disorders in the
retina, cornea, and lenses that make the eye
irreparable.Other ocular conditions that are com-
mon to rescued elephants include uveitis (eye
inflammation), keratitis (inflammation of the
cornea), and partial blindness. Older elephants are
more susceptible to bacterial and fungal infections,
while younger elephants may develop corneal
ulcers or keratitis, according to experts from

Wildlife SOS India.
No doubt, elephants may be known as the

largest land mammal but when it comes to their
eyes, particularly those in captivity. According to
wildlife experts, other ocular conditions that are
common to rescued elephants include uveitis (eye
inflammation), keratitis (inflammation of the
cornea), and partial blindness.

Older elephants are more susceptible to bac-
terial and fungal infections, while younger ele-
phants may develop corneal ulcers or keratitis,
according to the experts from Wildlife SOS
India.

Veterinary ophthalmology has not taken as
many strides as other aspects of veterinary med-
icine have. Thus, ocular diseases and disorders in
animals continue to be a field of exploration for
many in India.
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In presumably tactical move
the Trinamool Congress on

Wednesday trained its guns
both at the BJP and the
Congress with Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
attacking the Centre for stok-
ing an oppressive price regime
and her nephew and TMC
general secretary targeting the
Congress for failing to make a
viable opposition against a
“saffron tyranny.”

While Banerjee attacked
the Centre for tormenting the
people of the country by
“extorting the people through
tel (fuel) and toll” her nephew
picked on Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi for resorting to
Twitter war instead of fighting
the battle against the BJP on the
streets.

“They (BJP Government)
has increased the price of 800
medicines,” Banerjee said
adding, “the price of tel and toll
(toll tax) is going up by the day

whereas the (political) courtesy
is getting devalued.” The TMC
earlier said that in a country
where the essential items were
getting dearer by the day the
government was raising prices
of medicine and giving tax cut
to movies. The Chief Minister
said that the Centre had no
sympathy for the common
people who are suffering great-
ly due to the rising prices.

“At a time the country is
suffering from unprecedented
inflation this Government is
minting money at the cost of
the common people by hiking
the price of tel (fuel) and toll
(increasing toll taxes),” she said
adding no humane govern-
ment would have increased
the price of essential medicines
the way the BJP Government
did. The Chief Minister had
earlier urged the Centre to
suspend the toll tax for a while
and put a cap on the rising fuel
prices. While the Chief
Minister attacked the Centre
her nephew and Diamond

Harbour MP concentrated on
the Congress even as he went
to Guwahati to inaugurate the
TMC’s State party office.

Saying that the Congress
party had failed to live up to the
expectations of the people
junior Banerjee whose outfit
has an eye on the massive
Bengali vote bank in Assam
said without naming the
Congress leader, “though we
have come out of the Congress
like many other party have but
the big difference between the
Congress and the TMC is that
we have not confined our-
selves to the twitter war only …
if we have to raise our voices
against fuel price hike we
descending on the street
because Twitter does not win
you battles.”

For winning battles “you
have to take it to the streets, get
beaten up by the powers that be
… you cannot win wars with-
out taking part in it,” he added
saying the difference between
his party and the Congress was

that “in the past 8 years we have
always defeated BJP whereas
the BJP has always defeated the
Congress … this raises our
credibility level … we are not
afraid of anything … that is
what Mamata Banerjee has
taught us.”

Saying that his party would
establish itself in at least 10
States of the country the
Diamond Harbour MP said
that his party would contest
polls and win in Meghalaya and
Tripura. “We will go all out in
Assam and if we can win even
10 seats here then we will
make the BJP’s seat of power in
the Centre tremble.”

Reacting to his statements
Congress Lok Sabha leader
Adhir Chowdhury said that the
TMC was in fact acting like the
BJP’s B team by helping it in
States where the Congress was
stronger — by cutting its votes.

“Remember what the TMC
did in Goa … it is trying to do
the same in Assam as the agent
of the BJP,” he said.
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The land on which the Taj
Mahal was built originally

belonged to Jaipur's ruler Jai
Singh and it was acquired by
Mughal emperor Shah Jahan,
BJP MP Diya Kumari claimed
on Wednesday, asserting that
records are available with the
erstwhile Jaipur royal family.

She also supported a peti-
tion in the Allahabad High
Court, seeking a fact-finding
inquiry into the "history" of the
Taj Mahal and also opening of
the doors of its "22 rooms" to
see "the truth, whatever it 
is".

It should be investigated
what was there before the mon-
ument was built and people
have the right to know. There
are records available with the
Jaipur family and it would pro-
vide these, if required, Kumari,
a member of the erstwhile
Jaipur royal family, 
said

“Compensation was given
in lieu of the land but how
much was it, whether it was
accepted or not, I cannot say
this because I have not studied
the records which are there in
our 'pothikhana'. But the land
belonged to our family and
Shah Jahan had acquired it,” she
told reporters here.

“Since there was no judi-

ciary, no appeal could have
been made at that time. Things
will be clear only after exam-
ining the records,” the BJP
leader said.

Referring to the petition,
she said that it was a valid point
that the rooms should be
opened and an investigation
should be done.

“People should know why
the rooms are locked there.
There could have been any-
thing before the Taj Mahal, may
be a temple. People have the
right to know what was there
originally before the 'maqbara',”
Kumari said.

She said that she has not
studied the records and can
reach a conclusion only after
examining them.

“What I am saying is on
behalf of what I have learnt and
heard. I have not studied the
records. We can provide the
records to the court if neces-
sary. Only after examining the
records, we can reach a con-
clusion,” Kumari said.         

The writ petition was filed
on Saturday in the registry of
the Lucknow bench of the high
court by Rajneesh Singh, who
is the media in-charge of the
BJP's Ayodhya unit.

The petition would come
up before the court for a hear-
ing after it is passed by the reg-
istry.
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Those travelling abroad may
be allowed to get the

Covid-19 precaution jab before
the stipulated nine-month
waiting period as required by
the destination country,
according to sources in the
Union Health 
Ministry.

An official announcement,
however, is yet to be made by
the Ministry, according to a
news agency.

Sources said the decision to
relax the norms about the pre-
caution dose for overseas trav-
ellers was based on recom-
mendations by the National
Technical Advisory Group on
Immunisation (NTAGI).

The advisory panel had
recommended that those who
need to travel overseas can take
the precaution dose of Covid
vaccine as required by the
country they are travelling to
before the mandatory nine-
month gap.

As of now, all those above
18 years who have completed
nine months after the second
dose are eligible for the pre-
cautionary jab.
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Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
M K Stalin commenced

the second year of his ascension
to power with an announce-
ment that Iron Age began in
the State 4,200 years ago.
Quoting archaeological reports,
the chief minister told the
Legislative Assembly on
Monday that excavations car-
ried out in Krishnagiri and
Salem districts prove that an
agrarian economy existed in
Tamil Nadu 4200 years ago and
it makes the State distinct from
other parts of India.

Stalin disclosed that the
carbon dating of artefacts exca-
vated from the sites were done
at Beta Analytic in Florida, US.
The statement by the chief
minister is in synch with the
findings about Mahabharat
Battle between the Pandava and
their cousins Kauravas fought
for the Kingdom of
Indraprastha. The Mahabharat
war took place around the
same period and weapons
made of iron and copper were
used along with chariots,
according to the findings by
Archaeological Survey of India
excavations carried out in
Baghpat which was reported by
The Pioneer in a report dated
5 April 2018.

“Some 60 km drive from
Delhi, at Sanauli in Uttar

Pradesh’s Baghpat, the
Archaeological Survey of India
(ASI) has stumbled upon “royal
burials” with remains of char-
iots dating 2000BC-1800BC.

The first-of-its-kind find-
ings in the Indian sub-conti-
nent dating back to the Bronze
Age suggest that people of that
era belonged to the warrior
class and were living a highly
sophisticated lifestyle,” said the
report by Archana Jyoti.

Back in Tamil Nadu people
were expecting announcements
from the chief minister about
some important achievements
made by the DMK
Government during its first
year in office. But a policy note
of the departments of home,
excise and prohibition says
that the  State has seen a hike
in the number of crimes against
women and sexual offences
against children compared to
that of previous year.

There were 55,682 road
accidents in 2021 in which
15,384 persons lost their lives
and 55,996 were left injured.
Number of crimes against
women in 2021 stood at 2,421
(compared to 2,025 in 2020 and
1,982 in 2019). While there
were 3090 POCSO cases regis-
tered in 2020, there were 4,469
cases registered in 2021.

Adding to the woes of the
Government, former chief min-
ister Edappadi Palaniswami
said in the Legislative Assembly

that 30.45 tonnes of ganga were
seized in 2021 alone and this
was a shocking information.
Though Stalin made light of the
statement by replying that it was
because of the pro-active nature
of the DMK Government, the
fact remains that there has
been an increase in the number
of crimes and violence all over
the State. The reluctance of the
media  to highlight these issues
was pointed out by columnist N
Sathiya Moorthy: “A sympa-
thetic media is not saying
enough, maybe, but the social
media, purportedly identifi-
able with the rival All India
Anna DMK and Bharatiya
Janata Party, is unrelenting and
unpardoning,” said 
Moorthy.

Stalin’s main promises that
he would bring down the fuel
cost and make Tami Nadu free
of NEET remain unfulfilled.
The promise of monthly hon-
orarium of Rs 1,000 to all
women home makers remains
on paper. Though he under-
took an official visit to UAE to
invite entrepreneurs and
investors to Tamil Nadu, it
may take time to 
fructify.  

The action of the
Government in taking over
the administration of Sree
Rama Bhajana Mutt and ban-
ning the May 22 Sharmapuram
Aadheenam Procession had
alienated the Hindus. 
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Uttar Pradesh Assembly
Speaker Satish Mahana on

Wednesday apprised the lead-
ers of all political parties about
the paperless proceedings of
the House.

The Speaker briefed them
about the measures being taken
to pave way for implementation
of e-Vidhan that proposes to
bring all the legislatures on a
common digital platform and
make them paperless

Presiding over an all-meet-
ing, Mahana sought the coop-
eration of the opposition par-
ties for the smooth conduct of
the proceedings of the House.

The speaker said the lead-
ers of all political parties
assured to extend their coop-
eration for the smooth conduct
of the proceedings of the
House. He said the leader of
opposition, Akhilesh Yadav,
was not present in the meeting.

He said Akhilesh Yadav
sent a letter informing him that
he had to visit the family of his
party ex-MLA whose mother

recently expired.  He said from
the Samajwadi Party, Iqbal
Mehmood was present in the
meeting.

The Speaker said the UP
assembly, being the largest
assembly in the country, set the
ideals and standards for the rest
of the state legislatures of the
country.

The speaker, seeking the
cooperation of the opposition
parties, said all parties should
table their point of view on dif-
ferent issues with the estab-
lished traditions of the House
and parliamentary decorum.

Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Suresh Khanna
assured the leaders of the oppo-
sition parties that the govern-
ment was ready for meaning-
ful debate on all issues and was
committed to positively con-
sider all issues raised by the
members in the House.

Besides the Samajwadi
Party member, Ajay Kumar
from Rashtriya Lok Dal, Ram
Nivas Verma from Apna Dal,
Sanjay Nishad from NISHAD
Party , Om Prakash Rajbhar
from Suheldev Bhartiya Samaj
Party, Aradhana Mishra from
Congress  and Umashankar
Singh from Bahujan Samaj
Party participated in the meet-
ing.

All the leaders assured the
speaker to extend their coop-
eration for the conduct of the
proceedings of the House.
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Even as the graph of terror-
ist violence is spiralling up

in the run up to the 43-day long
yatra beginning from June 30,
the paramilitary forces are fully
geared up to ensure peaceful
conduct of the yatra. More
than 70 terrorists have been
neutralised in the Kashmir
region till date across South,
central and North Kashmir
districts of Kashmir valley.

To ensure smooth conduct
of the yatra additional compa-
nies of paramilitary forces will
be deployed along the yatra
route and pilgrim base
camps,transit accommodations
etc.

Meanwhile, to tackle the
threat of random grenade
throwing and 'sticky bombs' on
moving vehicles the central
paramilitary forces are going to
sensitise their jawans to prevent
such strikes alogn the yatra
route. 

Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) Deputy
Inspector General, Hiranagar
Range, Devender Yadav,
Wednesday said alertness is the
key to deal with the threat of

"sticky bombs".
"There is no way
but alertness to
deal with the prob-
lem. In our area of
re s p ons i b i l i t y,
security deploy-
ments will be put
on alert and
jawans will be sen-
sitised about the threat". The
CRPF officer was  interacting
with the media persons on the
sidelines of a sporting event in
Jammu.

By carrying out successful
anti-terrorist operations on the
basis of pin pointed human
intelligence the security agen-
cies are demonstrating perfect
synergy to neutralise the max-
imum number of active ter-
rorists in the region.

On Wednesday the securi-
ty forces eliminated one ter-
rorist in Salinder forest area of
Bandipore while another oper-
ation was going in Marhamaa
area of Bijbehara in Anantnag.  

A twitter handle of
Kashmir Zone police wednes-
day evening posted a message
one terrorist has been killed. So
far 1 AK rifle, 03 magazines
recovered. The killed terrorist

was a part of newly infiltrated
#terror group. Search for other
02 terrorists is in progress"

In Jammu region, P V
Rama Sastry, Additional
Director General, Western
Command, Chandigarh BSF
visited forward areas of LoC at
Poonch and Rajouri  and
reviewed the security situation
in the region.

S P S Sandhu, DIG BSF in
a statement said, "BSF Sector
Rajouri DIG and Battalion
commanders briefed ADG BSF
on the ground about complex-
ities of management, overall
deployment of BSF and dom-
ination plan of LC area under
prevailing current security sce-
nario. ADG BSF also visited the
vital areas of Poonch and
Rajouri Sectors and examined
the operational preparedness of
field formations".

����� �064�7�

Two brothers were found
dead with their throats slit

in Deoria on Wednesday, the
police said.

Both the brothers were
brutally hacked to death. The
local police rushed to the spot
and arrested the stepmother
and her son on allegations that
they had killed both over prop-
erty dispute. A knife and a dag-
ger were recovered from the
spot.

As per Deoria’s
Superintendent of Police
Shripati Mishra, Srinavas, a res-
ident of Devtaha Chitai village,
works in Dubai and has two
wives — Mansa Devi and
Kusum. He had two sons Ajay

(18) and Abhisekh (15) from
his first wife and one son,
Raju, from his second wife.

Mishra said that the inci-
dent came into light when
around 5 am on Wednesday,
Mansa Devi found both her
sons lying on their beds with
their throats slit. Their clothes
were soaked in blood. Mansa
Devi immediately raised an
alarm following which the local
residents came and both were
taken to the hospital where the
doctors pronounced them
dead.

Circle Officer of Rudrapur,
Jilajeet, who also visited the
spot, claimed that the prelim-
inary investigation showed that
around 5 am in the morning,
the accused stepmother Kusum

along with her son Raju and
daughter-in-law Archana
committed the murders when
Devi was not at home.

The three accused were
arrested and the bodies were
sent for post-mortem.

According to a police
spokesman, the motive behind
the murders, revealed during
preliminary investigation, was
property dispute.

The father of the deceased
had two wives and the dispute
was between the victims, Ajay
and Abhishek, and their step-
brother, Raju.

Meanwhile, a pregnant
woman was allegedly raped
by a member of the cleaning
staff in a hospital in 
Mirzapur. 
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cannot be expected to give free
hand to rule of law. Minority
appeasement in the past seven
decades has become the core
of the DNA of Congress. The
party worked closely with the
Britishers, and after
Independence it didn’t shed
the legacy of  ‘divide and rule
that it inherited from the 
colonizers by nursing fear
among  Muslims.

For Jawaharlal Nehru, the
reconstruction of Somnath
Temple was Hindu-revivalism,
as noted in his letter to
Rajendra Prasad, even while it
was reclaiming the national
glory for Sardar Patel. Despite
Rajendra Prasad and other
luminaries calling for Uniform
Civil Code, Nehru kept per-
petuating that Muslims need-
ed ‘extra protection’, and
presided over enactment of
Hindu Code Bill, and others to
push the minority communi-
ty into a silos and make them
a separate class.

Under the watch of Indira
Gandhi, Muslim Personal Law
Board came into existence,
much against the spirit of
Article 44 of the Constitution,
which called for uniform civil
code. Rajiv Gandhi scripted
the Muslim Women
Protection on Divorce Act,
solely to overturn the Shah
Bano judgment of the
Supreme Court. For Congress’

appeasement politics, sancti-
ty of the Supreme Court, and
women mattered least.

The economist-turned-
politician Manmohan Singh
helped radicalization of
Congress further by declaring
unabashedly that the minori-
ties, particularly the Muslims,
have the first right on the
national resources.

Congress’ political journey
over the decades saw the party
sucked by the politics of
minority appeasement. Its
leaders, including Digvijay
Singh, Salman Khurshid,
questioned the Batla House
encounter to the shock 
of many.

Compulsive practice of
minority appeasement by the
grand old party, besides rad-
icalizing Congress, has pushed
India to face monsters of ille-
gal infiltrators in Assam and
West Bengal, which changed
demography, while also caus-
ing decades of insurgencies.
Impact is visible on Muslims
seemingly carrying the pre-
Independence socio-political
outlook that they’re a separate
class in the country.

Congress is also account-
able for democratizing its
compulsive politics of minor-
ity appeasement. Not only its
Chief Ministers swore by it,
even the political offshoots,
including Samajwadi Party,

Rashtriya Janata Dal,
Trinamool Congress,
Telangana Rashtra Samithi,
have been as radical as the
grand old party in sowing the
crop of Muslim appeasement
to harvest secured vote base.

Muslims constitute a large
chunk of the beneficiaries of
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojna,
PM Garib Kalyan Anna Yojna
and others. None of the
schemes of the Government-
led by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is directed for
any particular community, for
they’re for all the people with-
out any discrimination.
Inclusive governance is the
cornerstone of PM Modi’s
statecraft. This is seen in his
mantra of ‘Sabka Sath, Sabka
Viswas, Sabka Prayas’. Besides,
PM Modi has taken the pop-
ular mandate in his both the
terms to unshackle the
Muslim women by freeing
them from the curse of triple
talaq, and promoting the
ecosystem for them to bene-
fit from education. In Jammu
and Kashmir, PM Modi-led
Government has taken the
benefits of several schemes,
besides reservation, to the
socially marginalized
sections,just by undoing
Congress’ decades of politics
of minority appeasement.

PM Modi’s inclusive pol-
itics has hit Congress hard –
electorally and psychological-
ly. Congress is without the sta-
tus of the main opposition
party in Lok Sabha, and it’s
racing to the same fate in
Rajya Sabha soon.

Psychologically, Congress
knows its life-blood is minor-
ity appeasement, but enacts
drama to board Hindutva, as
seen in acts of Rahul Gandhi
in Gujarat (2017) and Madhya
Pradesh (2018) Assembly polls
and other state elections, when
he launched himself on tem-
ple hopping spree. That reveals
chaos in Congress, and also
admission that people have
seen through its radicalization.

(Sumeet Bhasin is Director
of Public Policy Research
Centre, and he can be followed
at @sumeetbhasin. The views
expressed are personal. )
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Sir — The recent barbaric honour killing
of Hindu youth Nagaraju in Hyderabad
for marrying a Muslim woman is not
only horrifying but also questions the
religious harmony in this country. The
shocking murder visuals have revealed
the apathy of the crowd who watched the
man being slaughtered but didn’t try to
save the victim. Though the honour
killing case of Nagaraju is being discussed
by people all over India, the Telangana
Government did not give any statement
in favour of the victim nor did it take any
serious steps to address this issue pub-
licly. Some speculate that the
Government’s silence is strategic as the
TRS doesn’t want to disturb alliance with
the AIMIM.

We, the people of Telangana, are
demanding justice for Nagaraju by rais-
ing the Telangana Police department’s
prejudice. We will keep on questioning
the authorities until justice is served.

Shravani Mudhiraj | Hyderabad
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Sir — Former Union Minister
Basangouda Patil Yatnal is a dissident in
the BJP in Karnataka. For a fact, lust for
the coveted post of Chief Minister may
influence an ambitious but undeserving
leader to indulge in conspiracy and dis-
sidence. It is not new that Yatnal has been
casting aspersions on the BJP leadership,
both at the Centre and the State. This
time, he has leveled serious allegations
against the Delhi leaders alleging that
they demanded a sum of Rs 2,500 crore
for the post of Chief Minister. However,
he has not mustered courage to name the
leader or leaders and therefore it seems
he is making false allegations.

For the ability to pay a huge sum of
money for a desired post, the wealth of
a person should be many times more
than the amount he can (afford to) pay.
If the post of Chief Minister can be sold
for Rs 2,500 crore and if there are poten-
tial buyers, every State in India would
have seen a Chief Minister every year or
the same Chief Minister would have paid

that amount to remain in power for the
whole 5 years. Allegations made without
concrete proof provide food for the
Opposition parties to seek a probe, but
the allegations should appear to be true
for instituting an enquiry.

KV Seetharamaiah | Bengaluru
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Sir — Sri Lanka is in the news for being
in a state of political turmoil and eco-
nomic crisis like never before. The sit-
uation is so grave that it is hard to tell
how the neighbouring country is going
to grapple with it and emerge with a mea-
sure of success. It is a self-evident truth
that the youth-driven anti-government
protests have been fuelled by acute
food, medicine, and fuel and cooking gas
shortage, long hours of power cuts and
job losses and enormous foreign debt
load brought about by Gotabaya
Rajapaksa regime’s economic misman-
agement of the worst kind. Since the

decisions that led to the present dire sit-
uation were all taken by the Rajapaksa
brothers, the buck ought to stop with
them. People cutting across the tradition-
al boundaries of ethnicity and religion
are now up in arms against the
Rajapaksas. 

The Rajapaksa dynasty finally seems
to meet their nemesis; Mahinda
Rajapaksa had to quit as Prime Minister
and seek protection in a naval base;
Gotabaya’s ejection from power appears
to be imminent. Nevertheless, more
important than the fate of the Rajapaksa
is the future of Sri Lanka. The island
nation needs political stability and eco-
nomic recovery, goals that are not
unachievable, provided its people and
political leadership show enough will and
wisdom, for a return to normality.

G David Milton | Tamil Nadu
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Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot’s political
‘Karmabhoomi’ Jodhpur
is seething with anger.

The city has seen incidents of
stone-pelting, violent attacks on
police personnel and innocent
people, besides riotous fury of
mobs,while the administration
helplessly knotted their hands for
want of an order from the 
Chief Minister.

The communal fuse was lit in
Jalori Gate in Jodhpur on May 3
when groups clashed on a day
the city celebrated Eid-ul-Fitr
and AkshayaTirtiya, with reports
showing that the mobs disgraced
the freedom fighter Bal Mukund
Bissa’s statue. But that wasn’t the
one-off incident, since the
embers of the communal tension
had been flaring with the Karauli
incident when a procession of the
Rashtriya Swayam Sewak Sangh
(RSS) came under the attack of
stone-pelting, while the CCTV
footage holds the evidence of
sabre rattling by the mobs, chas-
ing innocents with swordson
April 3. The Jalori Gate and
Karauli incidents are separated
by about a month, but share a
close bond in the fact that the
Chief Minister on both the occa-
sions chose to remain a benign
protector of the riotous mobs.

Ashok Gehlot is a Congress
veteran. His deeds as the Chief
Minister of Rajasthan aren’t iso-
lated, for they truly symbolize
Congress’ age-old Muslim
appeasement politics, while no
cost is too big for the party to
stick with the legacy of the polit-
ical instrument to nurse the
minority vote base.

The administration has the
wherewithal to make the cost too
high for the participants in the
mobs that perpetrate violence.
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath by rolling out his
law and order machinery with-
out any communal colour has
demonstrated the efficacy of the
administration. UP in the first
term of Yogi Government and
thereafter too remained free
from communal violence, and
the fear of the administration is
visible among the goons let loose
by the proponentsof minority
appeasement.

The Congress Governments
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ed to include active deterrence,
ensuring an equal and proportion-
ate cyber retaliation. More retalia-
tory or disruptive capabilities
should be incorporated into the
armed forces’ operational domain.
Such technologies can be a relative-
ly inexpensive affair to protect the
indigenously developed missile
systems, which have taken years of
hard work of our scientists and oth-
ers who have contributed to it.

At the highest level, the armed
forces should be able to disable the
military command and structure
system and create alternate path-
ways to their missile command sys-
tem. Active deterrence will ensure
a scenario wherein adversary’s
missiles would not be able to take
off, or their trajectories can be
altered to secure the country.
Strategic communication of our
deterrent declaration is a must to
ensure the credibility of our
response which should be able to
instil fear in the perpetrator’s mind.
Cyber power projection will deter
the adversary from initiating
attacks in the first place.
Additionally, they can be coupled
with the active use of artificial intel-
ligence and other propaganda and
psychological warfare techniques. 

As it is clear that we need to
prepare for a mix of open hostili-
ties and hybrid warfare, we can
consider what other countries are
doing for their cyber defence.
Washington’s National Security
Presidential Directive No. 54 (2008)
adopted a comprehensive approach
to cyber security. Later, in 2010, the
National Security Strategy of the
US prioritised the digital infra-
structure as a strategic national
asset and hence warranted a
national policy to ensure its safe-
ty. Further, the U.S. missile defence

strategy has actively included a
‘left-of-launch’ strategy in which
pre-emptive action is taken to
prevent the adversary from launch-
ing missiles. This has been used
actively against Iran for its nation-
al security interests. On the lines of
the US, NATO adopted an
enhanced policy and action plan on
cyber defence in 2014. 

In the context of Russia, its
Information Security Doctrine
(2000) had enlisted threats endan-
gering information support and
had mentioned threats of propa-
ganda and psychological warfare
that “the propaganda of speci-
mens of mass culture based on the
cult of violence or on spiritual and
moral values contrary to the values
adopted in Russian society”. It also
paved the way for adopting differ-
ent measures to enhance the secu-
rity of systems related to “informa-
tizing weapons and military equip-
ment, security of troop and arms
control systems, and the security of
management systems for environ-
mentally hazardous and econom-
ically important enterprises”. The
ongoing conflicts between Russia
and Ukraine have actively used AI
maliciously apart from the cyber-
attacks. 

Through its National Cyber
Security Policy (2021), Pakistan has
treated cyber-attacks at par with
attacks on the core aspects of
national security and hence speaks
of “active defence” in a very cam-
ouflaged manner. Further, its doc-
trine of ‘full spectrum’ deterrence
(2013) that replaced ‘minimum
deterrence’ seeks to “plug the gaps”
ranging from “sub-conventional to
strategic levels” surely has compo-
nents of cyber-attacks. Although
India has taken maiden steps in the
right direction by institutionalising

bilateral research with Australia to
improve regional cyber resilience
by creating a joint ‘Centre of
Excellence for Critical and
Emerging Technology Policy’,
much needs to be done with other
strategic partners. 

Two-three years from now, the
geopolitical and the tactical situa-
tion will be more hostile, and if the
situation demands that India revis-
it its NFU status in the case of its
nuclear missiles, an essential con-
dition will mandate that the missiles
are loaded with the warheads and
kept for ready to launch, unlike
what it is today. Then in such a case,
it would be a matter of extreme
necessity to adopt a similar
approach to the ‘left-of-launch’
strategy, which involves pre-emp-
tive action to prevent the adversary
from launching missile attacks. 

For the aforesaid purpose, we
should focus on the development of
indigenous technologies apart from
getting help from our strategic
allies such as Russia, France and
Japan. Also, cooperative mecha-
nisms at the level of QUAD and
AUKUS should be initiated for joint
cyber defences. In the last few years,
the government’s visionary strate-
gic foresight has led to the establish-
ment of various agencies such as the
office of the National Cybersecurity
Coordinator and a National Critical
Information Infrastructure
Protection Agency (NCIIPC). They
are parallel to the Defence Cyber
Agency (DCA) and the Military
Defence Space Agency (DSA) of the
Indian Armed Forces. However, a
synchronisation or a fusion of the
civilian and the military establish-
ments and the incorporation of a
strategic doctrine encompassing
power projection for a fruitful
deterrence is a must. 
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(The writer is an
Assistant Professor at
Central University of

Punjab, Bathinda. 
The views expressed 

are personal.)

The story of the
Mahabharata represents
the struggle that takes

place on the battlefield of every
thinking man or woman’s mind
when desires, expectations and
vices try to get the better of the
innate virtues of the soul.
Under these circumstances,
the Holy Gita tells us how we
can win these inner battles and
emerge as better human beings,
free from all bondages. 

In Mahabharata, non-vio-
lence has been described as the
highest duty of an individual.
However, in real life, most
people think that it is not fea-
sible to be totally nonviolent. Is
it so? However, looking at the
situation of the world that we
live in today, one factor that can
be considered as the biggest
cause of our downfall from an
exalted stage of a divine being,

is violence in all its forms.
Hence, when we decide to be
non-violent in every situation,
it influences our speech and
behaviour. A person who wish-
es to be nonviolent will not do
anything that may get him
into a situation involving vio-
lence, whether it is emotional,
verbal or, in an extreme case,
physical violence. Such a per-
son is likely to be affable, hum-
ble, patient, tolerant, consider-
ate and loving. 

When such a person’s
speech and behaviour are
marked by the above qualities,
they will not offend or hurt
anyone or create any feelings
in others that may lead them
to be aggressive towards this
person. The result of all this
will be harmonious relations
with others in which there is
no scope for violence. 

However, a person who
believes that one may need to
use force sometimes, even if
only in self-defence, and there-
fore carries a weapon, may feel
emboldened to act aggressive-
ly at times. Such behaviour is
obviously not going to win
him/her any friends, and will
only feed his/her insecurity
and aggression. One may argue
that even if we are nice to

everyone, someone may try to
harm us due to a vested inter-
est or evil intentions. Being
good, they say, is no guarantee
of having good done to the self.
Then what? It is here that sub-
tle forces come into play. We
must understand that a person
who has removed violence
from his feelings, thoughts,
words and deeds will natural-
ly be peaceful and hence sub-

tle waves of peace emanate
from such persons and influ-
ence the atmosphere and peo-
ple around him. 

The proof of this phenom-
enon can be found in places of
worship. Even in a busy area of
a city, the inside of a temple,
mosque, gurudwara or church
is an oasis of calm. These places
soothe the mind and provide
respite from the hustle and
bustle outside. The atmosphere
in these places is such because
the people who go there create
positive, holy or peaceful
thoughts while they are there.
At the least they avoid having
negative or mundane thoughts.
Hence, in actual sense, it is
human thoughts that create
the atmosphere or vibration of
a place. That is why there is ten-
sion in the air in places where
people tend to be tense, angry,

irritated or frustrated.
It should be understood

that when we interact with oth-
ers, it is the subtle energy we
radiate that has the biggest
influence on their behaviour
towards us. Ever wondered
why our sweet words and
smiles fail to convince some-
one for whom we harbour not
very good feelings from with-
in? That’s because they are
catching the negative vibra-
tions going out from us, not
our words. 

A calm person always car-
ries an aura of peace around
him. This influences even
those who may have negative
feelings for him. And this
influence extends to all crea-
tures and even the elements of
nature. This is described in the
life stories of holy men and
women, as to how would-be

assassins had a change of heart
on coming near them; how
wild animals calmed down in
their presence; and how the
elements of nature came to
their aid. Thus, a person who
has quietened his or her mind
and intellect can calm down
even those with violent inten-
tions. Here one needs to men-
tion the inviolable law of action
and reaction, or the law of
karma. Sometimes, violence
suffered by one may be a result
of one’s karmic accounts,
whether of the present birth or
earlier ones. But even in such
a case a violent reaction on
one’s part will only add to one’s
karmic bondage. If we under-
stand this fact and face a vio-
lent situation calmly, our
karmic burden will soon be
finished and the violent 
situation will subside. 
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350����"3�� The news regarding attempts of
Chinese hackers in December
2021 and January 2022 to attack
State Load Dispatch Centres

(SLDCs) near the LAC was considered by
many as routine. Of course, the military
establishment would have taken a serious
note. However, the people of India should
understand the more significant conse-
quences of cyber-attack, which do not
remain restricted only to disruption in inter-
net connectivity or financial transactions. 

From a security point of view, such
cyber-attacks aim to collect information
to prepare for any future activity by the
People’s Liberation Army. China’s ‘Science
of Military Strategy’, published by the PLA’s
Academy of Military Sciences, speaks of
“winning local wars under the conditions
of informationization” (2013). China has
modernised its cyber warfare units
through this initiative, thereby possessing
both offensive and defensive technologies.
Combined with its wolf-warrior diploma-
cy and its eyes on Ladakh and Arunachal,
it leaves no room for doubt that in the
future, China will have intentions and the
power to unleash cyber-warfare against
both civilian and military establishments
in India. 

How can a future warfare situation
look? Malware can be unleashed on an
adversary’s Command, Control,
Communications, Computers, Intelligence,
Surveillance and Reconnaissance (C4ISR)
that can go undetected for months or prob-
ably years until the system is on a very high
operational level in times of an open con-
flict. Alternatively, the electrical grids
that supply electricity to the military
bases, hospitals, and print and online
media could be cut off just before a major
offensive. Even AI can be used to create
fake videos and deliver them to infinite end
users of the internet. Such videos can
attempt to disturb the internal peace and
security of the country. It might occur even
before retaliatory attacks are initiated, or
the country comes to terms with the new
realities. Future warfare would thus be
swift, intense, and of a relatively shorter
duration of 5-6 hours or maybe of a few
days. Such an attack blurs the lines of dis-
tinction and neutrality as outlined by the
International Humanitarian Law.  

The proliferation of offensive cyber
capabilities of our adversaries and their
easy access even to non-state actors has
created tactical issues of an asymmetric
power struggle. Such weaponisation makes
space as well as non-space-based commu-
nications mechanisms vulnerable to cyber-
attacks. Currently, in the realm of cyber
deterrence, the government possesses
passive deterrence or the deterrence by
denial in which the cyber-attacks are
thwarted. In this scenario, cyber security
experts focus on building resilient net-
works to secure the digital infrastructure
and minimise the attacks. To ensure a dou-
ble safety mechanism and hence success,
the operational domain should be expand-
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Sri Lanka's former prime
minister Mahinda

Rajapaksa is being protected at
the Trincomalee naval base
after he was evacuated from his
official residence, Defence
Secretary Gen (retd.) Kamal
Guneratne said on Wednesday,
as security forces in armoured
vehicles patrolled across the
country with orders to shoot at
sight amid continuing protests
at the government's handling of
the worst economic crisis.

The 76-year-old Sri Lanka
People's Party (SLPP) leader,
known for his brutal military
campaign against the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) during his pres-
idency from 2005 to 2015,
resigned on Monday after vio-
lence erupted following an
attack on the anti-government
protesters by his supporters.

The attack triggered wide-
spread violence against pro-
Rajapaksa politicians, leaving
nine people, including two
police officers, dead. Mahinda,
who served as the country's
prime minister thrice, saw his
residence set on fire on
Monday. He, along with his

wife and family, fled his official
residence -Temple Trees - and
took shelter at the naval base in
Trincomalee after a series of
deadly attacks on his support-
ers.

"He (Mahinda Rajapaksa)
was evacuated to the
Trincomalee naval dockyard,"
Guneratne told reporters dur-
ing an online briefing.
Trincomalee is a port city on
the northeast coast of Sri
Lanka.

Gunaratne said after it was
determined that it was not
suitable for Mahinda to remain
at Temple Trees, the necessary
decision was made to relocate
him.As word spread about
Mahinda's presence at the
Trincomalee Naval Base, peo-
ple started a protest near the
key military facility. "He will
not live there forever. 

After the situation returns
to normal, he will be relocated
to a residence or location of his
choice," Gunaratne said.The
defence secretary said it is
important to protect every sin-
gle life in the country, and after
it was determined that it was
not suitable for Mahinda to
remain at Temple Trees, the
necessary decision was
made."He is a former President
and is entitled to adequate
security," he added. Mahinda is
also facing calls for his arrest
from Opposition politicians

for inciting violence against
peaceful anti-government pro-
testers who were seeking his
resignation as well as that of his
elder brother and President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa for mis-
managing the country's econ-
omy.

Meanwhile, army troops
on military vehicles marched
on the streets of Colombo to
ensure public security, a day
after the defence ministry
ordered the Army, the Air
Force and the Navy personnel
to open fire on anyone looting
public property or causing
harm to others. Army Special
Forces' Combat Riders have
also been deployed on mobile

patrol in Colombo and sub-
urbs, the News First news por-
tal reported. Defence Secretary
Gunaratne also said that "there
will never be a military rule in
Sri Lanka, I say this with
responsibility." His comments
came amid concerns over
increasing role of military in
ongoing political and economic
crisis.

President Gotabaya on
Wednesday urged the public to
reject subversive attempts and
said it is time for all Sri Lankans
to join hands as one, to over-
come economic, social and
political challenges."This is the
time for all Sri Lankans to join
hands as one, to overcome

economic, social & political
challenges. I urge all
#Srilankans to reject subversive
attempts to push you towards
racial & religious disharmony. 

Promoting moderation,
toleration & coexistence is
vital," the President said on
Twitter. He had earlier urged
the people to stop "violence and
acts of revenge" against fellow
citizens and vowed to address
political and economic crisis
facing nation. President
Gotabaya will hold talks with
ruling party dissidents and
main Opposition SJB on
Wednesday to end political
impasse and appoint a succes-
sor to ousted PM Mahinda.
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The top international official
in Bosnia called the esca-

lating political crisis in coun-
try the most serious since
1992-1995 war that saw
100,000 people die and warned
in a report circulated Tuesday
that its potential “to become a
security crisis is very real”. 

Christian Schmidt, the
high representative overseeing
implementation of  1995 peace
agreement that ended devas-
tating war, said leaders of coun-
try's Bosnian Serb-dominated
entity have systematically chal-
lenged its provisions and inten-
sified their activities aimed at
usurping powers granted to
federal government. The US-

brokered Dayton peace agree-
ment established two separate
entities in Bosnia — one run by
Bosnia's Serbs and another
dominated by country's
Bosniaks, who are mostly
Muslims, and Croats. 

The two entities are bound
together by joint central insti-
tutions, and all important deci-
sions must be backed by both.

Schmidt said in the report
to UN Security Council that
actions by Bosnian Serb enti-
ty, known as Republika Srpska,
“not only erode fundamentals
of the agreement, but directly
threaten to undo more than 25
years of progress in building up
Bosnia and Herzegovina as a
state firmly on the path towards
European Union integration”.
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Sri Lankan police on
Wednesday summoned the

chief security officer of former
prime minister Mahinda
Rajapaksa and recorded his
statement over the violent
clashes between anti- and pro-
government protesters in the
country that killed at least
eight people and injured over
200 others.

Violence erupted in Sri
Lanka on Monday after sup-
porters of former prime min-
ister Mahinda Rajapaksa
attacked peaceful anti-govern-
ment protesters demanding his
ouster over the country's worst
economic crisis that led to
acute shortages of staple food,
fuel and power. Over 200 peo-
ple have also been injured in
the violence in Colombo and
other cities.The Criminal
Investigations Department
(CID) recorded a statement 

from the chief security
officer of former Prime
Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa
over the Galle Face incident on
Wednesday, the Colombo
Gazette news portal reported.
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UN human rights chief
Michelle Bachelet has

condemned the escalation of
violence in Sri Lanka and
called for a thorough and
transparent probe into the
attacks on peaceful anti-gov-
ernment protestors and mem-
bers of the ruling party.

UN High Commissioner
for Human Rights Bachelet
called on the authorities in Sri
Lanka to prevent further vio-
lence and urged restraint and
meaningful dialogue to
address the grievances of the
population amid the severe
economic crisis in the coun-
try.

"I am deeply troubled by
the escalation of violence in
Sri Lanka after supporters of
the Prime Minister attacked
peaceful protestors in
Colombo yesterday 9 May
and the subsequent mob vio-
lence against members of the
ruling party," she said on
Tuesday.  Clashes broke out in
Sri Lanka on Monday after
government supporters

attacked peaceful anti-gov-
ernment protest sites in
Colombo and elsewhere,
killing at least 8 people and
leaving over 200 others
injured in the violence.

"I condemn all violence
and call on the authorities to
independently, thoroughly
and transparently investigate
all attacks that have occurred.
It is crucial to ensure that
those found responsible,
including those inciting or
organising violence, are held
to account," Bachelet said in
a statement in Geneva.

She also called on the
authorities to prevent further
violence and to protect the
right to peaceful assembly.
"Authorities, including mili-
tary personnel deployed in
support of security forces,
should exercise restraint in
policing the situation and
ensure that measures adopt-
ed in the context of the state
of emergency comply with
international human rights
norms and are not used to sti-
fle dissent or hinder peaceful
protest," she said. 
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Ferdinand Marcos Jr, the
namesake son of an ousted

Philippine dictator, declared
victory Wednesday in this
week's presidential election and
faced early calls to ensure
respect for human rights, the
rule of law and democracy. 

Marcos Jr garnered more
than 31 million votes in an
unofficial vote count from
Monday's polls in what's pro-
jected to be one of the strongest
mandates for a Philippine pres-
ident in decades. 

His vice-presidential run-
ning mate, Sara Duterte,
appeared to have also won by a
landslide. Marcos Jr.S electoral
triumph is a victory for democ-
racy and he promised to seek
common ground across the
political divide, his spokesman,
Vic Rodriguez, said.

"To the world: Judge me not
by my ancestors, but by my
actions," Rodriguez quoted
Marcos Jr. As saying.The sepa-
rately elected president and vice
president will take office  on
June 30 after the results are con-
firmed by Congress. With a sin-

gle, six-year term, they are
poised to lead a Southeast Asian
nation in dire need of econom-
ic recovery following two years
of COVID-19 outbreaks and
lockdowns.

They'll also inherit huge
expectations for a way out of
crushing poverty, gaping
inequalities, ending Muslim
and communist insurgencies
and political divisions, which
were only inflamed by the tur-
bulent presidencies of their
fathers.

Marcos Jr.'s key rivals have
conceded defeat, including for-
mer boxing star Manny
Pacquiao. Marcos' closest chal-
lenger, Vice President Leni
Robredo, a human rights lawyer
who ran on a promise of badly
needed reforms, has only
acknowledged his massive lead.
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Jim Pillen, a hog farm owner
and veterinarian, won

Nebraska's crowded
Republican primary for gover-
nor on Tuesday over a candi-
date endorsed by Donald
Trump, dealing the former
president his first loss of the
midterm election season.

Pillen defeated eight chal-
lengers, including Charles
Herbster, a Trump-backed
businessman accused late in the
campaign of groping young
women, and Brett Lindstrom,
a state senator and Omaha
financial adviser who was gen-
erally viewed as a more mod-
erate choice.

The results were a setback
for Trump after a decisive win
in last week's Ohio Republican
Senate primary for his candi-
date, JD Vance. The former
president has released hun-
dreds of endorsements in races
across the country, all in an
effort to reshape the GOP and

lift his loyalists into office.
Herbster's loss raises the stakes
on other high-profile races this
month in Pennsylvania and
Georgia, where Trump has
also intervened in campaigns.

Pillen will be a strong
favourite in November's gen-
eral election against his
Democratic opponent, state
Sen. Carol Blood, in the
Republican-majority state. 

Nebraska hasn't elected a
Democrat as governor since
1994.Pillen was endorsed by
many top GOP leaders in the
state, including Gov. Pete
Ricketts, former Gov. Kay Orr,
and renowned former
University of Nebraska football
coach and congressman Tom
Osborne. Ricketts, the incum-
bent, was prevented by term
limit laws from running again.
In Nebraska, the allegations
against Herbster, a longtime
supporter of Trump's, didn't
stop the former president from
holding a rally with him earli-
er this month.

Islamabad: Pakistan's Defence
Minister Khawaja Asif has
indicated that general elec-
tions could be held before
November, as ruling PML-N
leaders are in London to hold
key consultations with former
premier Nawaz Sharif on polit-
ical and economic issues.

Asif said this in an inter-
view with the BBC Urdu which
was published on Wednesday.
He was asked about the
appointment of the army chief
after incumbent Chief of Army
Staff (COAS) Gen Qamar Javed
Bajwa will retire by the end of
November this year. 

“It is possible that elections
are held before the appoint-
ment of the new army chief...It
is possible that the caretaker

government is replaced by a
new government before
November,” he said. According
to Pakistan's Constitution, a
caretaker government is set
up for a maximum 90-day
period to hold elections after
the Parliament is dissolved.
The current national Assembly
will complete its term in
August next year.

When asked if the the
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz-led coalition govern-
ment would extend the service
of incumbent Army chief
Bajwa, who was already given
a second three-year term in
2019, Asif said that Bajwa has
already announced that that he
does not want his tenure to be
extended. PTI
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The ties between India and
China will "remain strained"

in wake of "lethal clash" in
2020, the US intelligence com-
munity has told lawmakers as it
also expressed concerns over
any potential crisis between
India and Pakistan.

In its annual threat assess-
ment presented before the
Senate Armed Services
Committee during a
Congressional hearing on
Tuesday, the US intelligence
community said the expanded
military posture by both India
and China along disputed bor-
der elevates risk of armed con-
frontation between two nuclear
powers that might involve direct

threats to US persons and inter-
ests and calls for America's
intervention. "Relations between
New Delhi and Beijing will
remain strained in wake of
lethal clash in 2020, the most
serious in decades," it said.
Previous standoffs have demon-
strated that persistent low-level
friction on Line of Actual
Control (LAC) has potential to
escalate swiftly, the report said.

India has been consistent-
ly maintaining that peace and
tranquillity along LAC were
key for overall development
ofbilateral ties. The eastern
Ladakh border standoff
between Indian and Chinese
militaries erupted on May 5,
2020, following a violent clash
in Pangong lake areas. Both

sides gradually enhanced their
deployment by rushing in tens
of thousands of soldiers as well
as heavy weaponry.

India and China have held
15 rounds of military talks so far
to resolve eastern Ladakh row.
As a result of the talks, the two
sides completed disengagement
process last year on north and
south banks of Pangong lake
and in Gogra area. 

Each side currently has
around 50,000 to 60,000 troops
along LAC in sensitive sector.
The assessment also noted that
crises between India and
Pakistan are of particular con-
cern because of risk - however
low -of an escalatory cycle
between two nuclear-armed
states.
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British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson is touring across

Europe on Wednesday to sign
declarations with Sweden and
Finland to reinforce their secu-
rity with a pledge to assist in
event of an attack, against
backdrop of Russia-Ukraine
conflict.

Downing Street said dec-
larations will see a step-change
in defence and security coop-
eration between UK and each
country, intensifying intelli-
gence sharing, accelerating
joint military training, exer-
cising and deployments, and
bolstering security across all
three countries and northern
Europe. 

They will also see UK bol-
ster its collaboration on tradi-
tional threats facing all three
nations, while working with
Sweden and Finland to tackle
new geopolitical challenges,
such as hybrid and cyber
threats.

"We are steadfast and
unequivocal in our support to
both Sweden and Finland and
signing of these security dec-
larations is a symbol of the
everlasting assurance between
our nations," said Johnson.

"When Europe celebrated
VE [Victory in Europe] Day in
1945 - a victory that was of
course in no small part ensured
by heroism of Russian people
- we hoped that peace on our
continent endure. Well
(Russian President) Putin's
bloodthirsty campaign against
a sovereign nation has put an
end to that hope," he said, with
reference to end of  Second
World War.

"And we face a new reali-
ty. But one that we face togeth-
er. Throughout this conflict,
our Nordic partners have been
leading international support,
not just for Ukraine but also for
European security," he added.
The declarations signed with
Sweden and Finland are aimed
at facilitating UK to cooperate
with key Nordic partners and
their armed forces, 
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Frank Wilczek, the Nobel Prize-winning the-
oretical physicist and author renowned for

his boundary-pushing investigations into the
fundamental laws of nature, was honored
Wednesday with this year's prestigious
Templeton Prize, awarded to individuals whose
life's work embodies a fusion of science and spir-
ituality.

In a statement, the John Templeton
Foundation praised the 70-year-old Wilczek for
transforming "our understanding of the forces
that govern our universe," while also applying
"the insights of his field to the great questions
of meaning and purpose pondered by genera-
tions of religious thinkers." 

Established in 1972 by the late philanthropist
Sir John Templeton, the prize is one of the
world's most lucrative individual awards, cur-
rently more than $1.3 million.

Past winners include Jane Goodall, Mother
Teresa, the Dalai Lama and Archbishop
Desmond Tutu. "It's a company I'm very glad
to join," Wilczek told The Associated Press in
an interview ahead of the announcement.
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Aveteran journalist working
for Al Jazeera was killed on

Wednesday during an Israeli
operation in the West Bank city
of Jenin, prompting the
Palestinian Authority (PA) and
the Qatar-based network to
blame the Israeli Army for her
death.

The Palestinian Health
Ministry said that 51-year-old
Shireen Abu Aqla, a Jerusalem-
based journalist for Al Jazeera,
was hit in the head by live fire.

A second reporter, Ali
Samodi from Al-Quds news-
paper sustained a gunshot
wound to the back and is in sta-
ble condition, the ministry
said.The Israeli military denied
that its forces targeted the
journalists and called for a "
joint pathological analysis and
investigation" to establish the
truth. Israeli forces were oper-
ating in the Jenin refugee camp
and several other areas of the
West Bank to apprehend "ter-
ror suspects," the military said.
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Iran's Intelligence Ministry
says it has detained two

Europeans as a European
Union envoy visits the country
over its stalled nuclear negoti-
ations with world powers.

The ministry said in a
statement Wednesday that the
two planned to turn routine
demands by various social and
professional groups into "chaos,
social disorder and instabili-
ty."It did not identify national-
ity of those held. It comes as
Enrique Mora visits on nuclear
deal talks. They have broken
down apparently over an
American designation of Iran's
paramilitary Revolutionary
Guard as a terror group. 
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China's much-touted
dynamic zero COVID pol-

icy came under sharp criticism
from the WHO which termed
it unsustainable in view of the
constantly changing behaviour
of the coronavirus and called
on Beijing to shift its strategy.

World Health Organisation
(WHO) Director-General
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
said this on Tuesday while
commenting on China's zero
COVID policy under which
many Chinese cities, including
Shanghai and Beijing, were
either under lockdown or semi-
lockdown for prolonged peri-
ods.

"As we all know the virus
is evolving, changing its behav-
iour and becoming more trans-
missible. With that changing

behaviour, changing your mea-
sures will be very important,"
Tedros said.

"When we talk about zero
COVID strategy, we don't
think it is sustainable consid-
ering the behaviour of the
virus now what we anticipate in
the future, especially when we
have now the good knowledge
and understanding of the
virus," he told a media briefing
in Geneva. With the availabil-
ity of good tools, transiting into

another strategy will be very
important, Tedros said in the
recording of his press confer-
ence circulated by the WHO to
the media.

"We have discussed about
this issue with Chinese experts
and we indicated that the
approach will not be sustain-
able, considering the behaviour
of the virus I think a shift will
be very important," he said in
strong comments critical of
China's zero COVID policy
pursued vigorously by Beijing
under the directives of Chinese
President Xi Jinping.

On Wednesday, China's
National Health Commission
reported 1,847 cases, mostly
from Shanghai, the country's
business hub with over 25 mil-
lion population, which
remained under lockdown for
over a month.
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Russia pummeled the vital
port of Odesa, Ukrainian

officials said on Tuesday, in an
apparent effort to disrupt sup-
ply lines and Western weapons
shipments as Ukraine's for-
eign minister appeared to sug-
gest the country could expand
its war aims.

With the war now in its
11th week and Kyiv bogging
down Russian forces and even
staging a counteroffensive,
Foreign Minister Dmytro
Kuleba seemed to indicate that
the country could go beyond
merely pushing Russia back to
areas it or its allies held on the
day of the February 24 inva-
sion.

The idea reflected
Ukraine's ability to stymie a
larger, better-armed Russian
military, which has surprised
many who had anticipated a
much quicker end to the con-
flict.

One of the most dramatic
examples of Ukraine's ability to
prevent easy victories is in
Mariupol, where Ukrainian
fighters remained holed up at
a steel plant, denying Russia's
full control of the city. 

The regiment defending
the plant said Russian war-

planes attempted to storm the
plant and continued bom-
barding it, striking 34 times in
24 hours.

In recent days, the United
Nations and the Red Cross
organised a rescue of what
some officials said were the last
civilians trapped at the plant. 

But two officials said on
Tuesday that about 100 were
believed to still be in the com-
plex's underground tunnels.
Donetsk regional Gov. Pavlo
Kyrylenko said those who
remain are people "that the
Russians have not selected" for
evacuation.

Kyrylenko and Petro
Andryushchenko, an adviser to
Mariupol's mayor, did not say
how they knew civilians were
still in the complex - a warren
of tunnels and bunkers spread
over 11 square kilometers (4
square miles). Others said their
statements were impossible to
confirm.

Fighters with the Azov reg-
iment released photos of their
wounded comrades inside the
plant, including some with
amputated limbs. 

They said the wounded
were living in unsanitary con-
ditions "with open wounds
bandaged with non-sterile rem-
nants of bandages, without the

necessary medication and even
food."

In its statement on
Telegram, the regiment
appealed to the UN and Red
Cross to evacuate the wound-
ed servicemen to Ukrainian-
controlled territories.

The photos could not be
independently verified.

In another example of the
grisly toll of the war, Ukrainian
officials said they found the
bodies of 44 civilians in the
rubble of a building destroyed
weeks ago in the northeastern
city of Izyum.

New UN figures, mean-
while, said that 14 million
Ukrainians were forced from
their homes by the end of
April, including more than 5.9
million who have left the coun-
try.

In Washington, a top US
intelligence official testified
Tuesday that eight to 10
Russian generals have been
killed in the war. Lt. Gen. Scott
Berrier, who leads the Defense
Intelligence Agency, told a
Senate committee that because
Russia lacks a noncommis-
sioned officer corps, its gener-
als have to go into combat
zones and end up in dangerous
positions.

Ukraine said Tuesday that

Russian forces fired seven mis-
siles at Odesa a day earlier, hit-
ting a shopping center and a
warehouse in the country's
largest port. One person was
killed and five wounded, the
military said.

Images showed a burning
building and debris - including
a tennis shoe - in a heap of
destruction in the city on the

Black Sea. Mayor Gennady
Trukhanov later visited the
warehouse and said it "had
nothing in common with mil-
itary infrastructure or mili-
tary objects."

Ukraine alleged at least
some of the munitions used
dated to the Soviet era, making
them unreliable in targeting. 

Ukrainian, British and U.S.

Officials say Russia is rapidly
using up its stock of precision
weapons, raising the risk of
more imprecise rockets being
used as the conflict grinds on.

Since President Vladimir
Putin's forces failed to take Kyiv
early in the war, his focus has
shifted to the eastern industri-
al heartland of the Donbas - but
one general has suggested

Moscow's aims also include
cutting Ukraine's maritime
access to both the Black and
Azov seas.

That would also give it a
swath of territory linking
Russia to both the Crimean
Peninsula, which it seized in
2014, and Transnistria, a pro-
Moscow region of Moldova.

Even if Russia falls short of
severing Ukraine from the
coast - and it appears to lack the
forces to do so - the continu-
ing missile strikes on Odesa
reflect the city's strategic
importance. The Russian mil-
itary has repeatedly targeted its
airport and claimed it
destroyed several batches of
Western weapons.

Odesa is also a major gate-
way for grain shipments, and its
blockade by Russia already
threatens global food supplies. 

Beyond that, the city is a
cultural jewel, dear to
Ukrainians and Russians alike,
and targeting it carries sym-
bolic significance.

With Russian forces strug-
gling to gain ground in the
Donbas, military analysts sug-
gest that hitting Odesa might
serve to stoke concern about
southwestern Ukraine, thus
forcing Kyiv to put more forces
there. 

That would pull them away
from the eastern front as
Ukraine's military stages coun-
teroffensives near the north-
eastern city of Kharkiv, aiming
to push the Russians back
across the border there.

Kharkiv and the sur-
rounding area has been under
sustained Russian attack since
the early in the war. 

In recent weeks, grisly pic-
tures testified to the horrors  of
those battles, with charred and
mangled bodies strewn in one
street.

Russian aircraft twice
launched unguided missiles
Tuesday at the Sumy area
northeast of Kharkiv, according
to the Ukrainian border guard
service. 

The region's governor said
the missiles hit several resi-
dential buildings, but no one
was killed. 

The Chernihiv region,
along the Ukrainian border
with Belarus, was hit by mor-
tars fired from Russian terri-
tory. 

There was no word on
casualties.

But Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said on
Tuesday that the military was
gradually pushing Russian
troops away from Kharkiv. 
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Ukraine stopped the flow of
Russian natural gas on

Wednesday through a hub that
feeds European homes and
stoves, while Kyiv's military
claimed it made some gains in
grinding battles near a key
northeastern city.

In 11 weeks, the war has
played out on battlefields in
Ukrainian towns and cities but
also in energy and financial
markets, as Ukraine's allies in
the West have sought to deprive
Russia of money needed to
fund the war with sanctions
and energy embargoes.

The practical impact of
Wednesday's gas cutoff for

European households was not
immediately clear: Ukraine's
pipeline operator said it would
switch supply to another hub,
and an analyst said transit
should not be affected. 

But Russia's state-owned
giant Gazprom indicated some
falloff: It said it was sending gas
supplies to Europe through
Ukraine in the amount of 72
million cubic meters, appar-
ently down 25% from the day
before.

Preliminary flow data sug-
gested higher rates moving
through a second station in
Ukrainian-controlled territory.
Russian gas flows to Europe
through other pipelines as well.

It was also not clear if

Russia would take any imme-
diate hit, since it has long-term
contracts and other ways of
transporting gas.

But the move could hold
symbolic significance as the
first time Ukraine has disrupt-
ed the flow westward. It comes
as the European Union has
sought to reduce its depen-
dence on Russian energy, phas-
ing out its use of coal and con-
sidering doing the same for oil.
Gas presents a more compli-
cated problem, given both how
much Europe uses and the
technical difficulties in sourc-
ing it elsewhere.

On the battlefield,
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy said Ukraine's mil-
itary had pushed Russian forces
out of four villages near
Kharkiv - the country's second
largest city, and a key to Russia's
offensive in the eastern
Donbas. 

After his forces failed to
overrun the capital in the early
days of the war, Russian
President Vladimir Putin
switched his focus to the
region, which is Ukraine's
industrial heartland and has
also been the site of fighting
between Moscow-backed sep-
aratists and Ukrainian troops
for years.
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The House emphatically
approved a fresh USD 40 bil-

lion Ukraine aid package on
Tuesday as lawmakers beefed up
President Joe Biden's initial
request, signalling a magnified,
bipartisan commitment to
thwart Russian President
Vladimir Putin's bloody three-
month-old invasion. 

The measure sailed to pas-
sage by a lopsided 368-57 mar-
gin, providing USD 7 billion
more than Biden's request from
April and dividing the increase
evenly between defense and
humanitarian programs. 

The bill would give Ukraine
military and economic assis-
tance, help regional allies, replen-
ish weapons the Pentagon has
shipped overseas and provide
USD 5 billion to address global
food shortages caused by the
war's crippling of Ukraine's nor-
mally robust production of many
crops. The measure was backed
by every voting Democrat and by
nearly 3 out of 4 Republicans. 

House debate reflected a
perspective, shared broadly by
both parties, that the US has even
more at stake than standing by

Ukraine.
"The Ukrainian people, they

need us, they are in desperate
need of our support," said Rep.
Rosa DeLauro, D-Conn., chair of
the House Appropriations
Committee. "Vladimir Putin and
his cronies must be held respon-
sible. This bill does that by pro-
tecting democracy, limiting
Russian aggression and strength-
ening our own national securi-
ty."

"As China, Iran and North
Korea watch our response, we
must show the world that
America stands firm with its
allies and will do what is neces-
sary to protect our interests
abroad," said Rep. Kay Granger 

of Texas, top Republican on
that committee. 

The new legislation would
bring American support for the
effort to nearly USD 54 billion,
including the USD 13.6 billion in
support Congress enacted in
March. That's about USD 6 bil-
lion more than the US spent on
all its foreign and military aid in
2019, according to a January
report by the nonpartisan
Congressional Research Service,
which studies issues for law-
makers. 
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The Biden administration's
nominee for US ambas-

sador to Ukraine promised
senators Tuesday she would
work to make Russia's invasion
of that country a "strategic
failure", in a war-zone appoint-
ment that for the time being
will focus more on coordinat-
ing Western weapon shipments
for Ukraine's forces than on
diplomacy.Bridget Brink, who
has spent the majority of her
25-year diplomatic career in
former Soviet republics, spoke
to members of the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee
ahead of what's expected to be
her easy Senate confirmation.

The post has been vacant
since former President Donald
Trump abruptly forced out
Ambassador Marie
Yovanovitch in 2019. She later
became a key figure in the first
impeachment proceedings
against Trump.

Committee Republicans
and Democrats alike Tuesday
emphasized getting Brink con-
firmed and in place in
Ukraine's capital, Kyiv, as soon
as possible, as Ukraine's forces
are in their fourth month of
battling invading Russian
troops, with the help of an
extraordinary campaign of mil-
itary and financial support by
the United States and European
allies.

"It's absolutely crucial to
have an ambassador," Senator
Rob Portman, an Ohio

Republican, told Brink. The
United States closed its
embassy in Kyiv in the weeks
before Russian forces rolled in
to Ukraine in a so-far unsuc-
cessful attack on a pro-Western
Ukrainian government eager to
ally with NATO and the
European Union.Brink told
senators she would work to
fully reopen the US embassy in
Ukraine's capital and take up
her work in the country, but
said she could give no time-
frame for that. She noted the
outside of the embassy complex
appeared to have what she
called superficial damage.

Russian forces have
launched occasional strikes on
the capital but failed in their
initial attempts to surround and
lay siege to the city.

Advancing US strategic
interests in Ukraine "means
being present," she said.

Much of her work as the
war rages will involve working
with US and other military
leaders overseeing the billions
of dollars of weapons and aid
that the US is pouring into the
country, as Russian forces
regroup to try to take control
of more of Ukraine's east and
south.

"Most people assess that
these next few weeks and
maybe longer are critical to the
outcome of this war of choice"
on Russia's part," Brink said.

"What we are trying to do
as an administration is move
security items as fast as possi-
ble to Ukraine," Brink said.
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Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy

ended his nightly video
address by paying tribute to
Leonid Kravchuk, the first
president of an independent
Ukraine, who died on Tuesday
at age 88.

"He was not just a politi-
cian, and even not just a his-
torical figure," Zelenskyy said
late Tuesday. "He was a man
who knew how to find wise
words and to say them so that
all Ukrainians would hear
them."

This was particularly
important in "difficult, crisis
moments, when the future of
the whole country may
depend on the courage of one
man," said Zelenskyy, whose
own communication skills and
decision to remain in Kyiv
when it came under Russian
attack have helped make him
a strong wartime leader.

"Leonid Makarovich
(Kravchuk) showed just such
courage," Zelenskyy said.

"Perhaps it was because of
his wisdom that he was espe-
cially cheerful. 

He always valued life,
every minute. But he always
found much more than one
minute to help sort things
out and give advice. And I am
personally grateful to him for
that in particular."
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New Delhi: Coal India-arm
Northern Coalfields Ltd (NCL)
on Wednesday said it has
planned a capital expenditure
of Rs 1,900 crore in the current
financial year.

To give a boost to infra-
structure, most of the capex in
the current financial year
would be spent on the pro-
curement of heavy earth mov-
ing machines (HEMMs), set-
ting up coal handling plants
and land acquisition, NCL
CMD Bhola Singh said.

The company had scaled
up its capex to Rs 1,750 crore
in FY22, up 7 per cent from the
set target of Rs 1,640 crore.

NCL is working on nine
first mile connectivity (FMC)
projects with an investment of
Rs 3,174 crore. These projects
will eliminate road transporta-
tion of coal with mechanised
loading and enable the com-
pany to promote sustainable
mining practices.

Two projects have already

been commissioned and four
others will be commissioned
this year. Once completed,
these FMC projects will help
transport additional 55 million
tonnes (MT) of coal through
eco-friendly mode.

The company produced
10.81 MT of coal in April, reg-
istering a 26 per cent increase
in April 2021. NCL produced
122.43 MT of coal while its off-
take was at 125.66 MT in the
last fiscal.

NCL contributes 20 per
cent to Coal India's total pro-
duction. Coal India accounts
for over 80 per cent of the
domestic coal output. PTI
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New Delhi: A four-day decline
in stocks has wiped out over Rs
13.32 lakh crore from the mar-
ket capitalisation of BSE-listed
firms.

Sliding for the fourth
straight session, the BSE Sensex
shed 276.46 points or 0.51 per
cent to close at 54,088.39 on
Wednesday.

In four days, the bench-
mark has lost 1,613.84 points or
2.89 per cent.

Tracking the weak trend in
equities, the market capitalisa-
tion of BSE-listed firms tanked
Rs 13,32,898.99 crore in four
sessions to stand at Rs
2,46,31,990.38 crore.

“Lack of fresh positive cues
is forcing investors to dump
equities and switch to safer
havens like gold, etc. Although
the larger texture of the market
is still on the bearish side, we
could see a sharp pullback
rally in the near future due to
markets being in an oversold

territory,” said Shrikant
Chouhan, Head of Equity
Research (Retail), Kotak
Securities Ltd.

Larsen & Toubro, Bajaj
Finserv, Bajaj Finance,
PowerGrid, NTPC, Infosys and
Maruti were among the promi-
nent laggards in the Sensex
pack on Wednesday.

In contrast, Axis Bank,
IndusInd Bank, HDFC, Kotak
Mahindra Bank, HDFC Bank
and Bharti Airtel were among
the gainers. Meanwhile, inter-
national oil benchmark Brent
crude jumped 3.05 per cent to
USD 105.7 per barrel. Foreign
institutional investors offloaded
shares worth a net Rs 3,960.59
crore. PTI
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Coimbatore: The Tirupur
Exporters Association (TEA)
on Wednesday requested pub-
lic sector State Bank India
(SBI) to help MSMEs tide over
the liquidity crisis, as the
knitwear sector is passing
through a difficult situation due
to an unprecedented surge in
cotton prices that have more
than doubled.

The subsequent hike in
yarn prices have also doubled
compared to last year, which
ultimately resulted in the
Tirupur knitwear garment sec-
tor and stakeholder working
units going into confusion and
seeking support from the gov-
ernment as well as the banks to
pull them out of the crisis, TEA
President Raja M
Shanmugham said in a letter to
SBI Chairman Dinesh Kumar
Khara.

Thanking the bank for
continuously providing support
to the Tirupur knitwear sector,
comprising 95 per cent of
MSMEs, Shanmugham said 18

months back, the unit could
buy one kg of yarn for Rs 200
whereas now the same amount
fetches only 400 grams of yarn.

This revealed how the
knitwear exporting MSMEs
are now undergoing financial
stress in the operational front
and the major concern is that
liquidity has been drained off
from its sanctioned limits, he
said.

Despite all of this, it is pos-
sible for MSMEs to execute
only 40 per cent of its own
capacity, Shanmugham said.

We would like to drive
home the point that price esca-
lation cannot be easily equat-
ed with price realisation as it
takes time and ultimately all
MSMEs are facing stress, he
pointed out.

The issue was highlighted
to Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman, who was
in Coimbatore two days ago
and the exporters' body made
a detailed representation, he
said. PTI

Mumbai: Jewellery retailer
Kalyan Jewellers on Wednesday
reported a 2.47 per cent decline
in consolidated profit after tax
(PAT) during the quarter ended
March 31, at Rs 72.04 crore.

The company's PAT stood
at Rs 73.87 crore during the
corresponding quarter of 2020-
21, Kalyan Jewellers said in a
regulatory filing. 

Consolidated revenue from
operations of the company for
the quarter under review
declined by 6.54 per cent to Rs
2,857 crore, as against Rs 3,057
crore in the corresponding
quarter of the previous year. 

For the full 2021-22, the
company posted a consolidated
PAT of Rs 224.03 crore. It had a
loss of Rs 6.07 crore in FY21.
Consolidated revenue from
operations of the company went
up by 26.18 per cent. PTI
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Mumbai: Benchmark indices
pared early gains and declined
for the fourth day running on
Wednesday, with the Sensex
falling 276.46 points amid sell-
ing in index majors Infosys and
Reliance Industries.

Foreign institutional
investors remaining in selling
mode and jump in crude prices
also weighed on sentiment.

Despite a firm start, the
30-share BSE Sensex failed to
carry forward the momentum
and ended at 54,088.39, lower
by 276.46 points or 0.51 per
cent. During the day, it tumbled
845.55 points or 1.55 per cent
to 53,519.30.

Similarly, the NSE Nifty
dipped 72.95 points or 0.45 per
cent to settle at 16,167.10.

“Indices displayed extreme
volatility today ahead of CPI
and IIP data this week. The
market breadth was very weak
with several stocks in the
broader market taking a big
knock...,” said S Ranganathan,
Head of Research at LKP
Securities.

Among the Sensex firms,
Larsen & Toubro, Bajaj Finserv,
NTPC, Bajaj Finance, Maruti,
PowerGrid, Infosys and ITC
were among the prominent
laggards.

In contrast, Axis Bank,
IndusInd Bank, HDFC, ICICI
Bank, Kotak Mahindra Bank,
HDFC Bank and Bharti Airtel
were among the gainers.

Elsewhere in Asia, markets
in Tokyo, Hong Kong,
Shanghai ended with gains,
while Seoul settled marginally
lower. 

Equity markets in Europe
were quoting higher in the
afternoon session. Stock
exchanges in the US had ended
mostly higher on Tuesday.

Meanwhile, international

oil benchmark Brent crude
jumped 3.12 per cent to 105.7
per barrel. Foreign institution-
al investors offloaded shares
worth a net Rs 3,960.59 crore
on Tuesday, according to stock
exchange data.

“Nifty continues to be in
the negative for the fourth
consecutive session while Asian
markets are mixed and
European markets are up ahead
of inflation report from the
US,” said Deepak Jasani, Head
of Retail Research, HDFC
Securities. PTI 
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New Delhi: Leading stock
exchange BSE on Wednesday
reported an over two-fold
jump in net profit to Rs 71.52
crore for the three months to
March 2022.

In comparison, the
exchange had posted a net
profit of Rs 31.75 crore in the
same quarter of the preceding
fiscal, BSE said in a regulato-
ry filing to the NSE.

The exchange's revenue
from operations rose to Rs
204.59 crore in the period
under review from Rs 152.18
crore in the quarter ended
March 2021. The exchange has
declared a final dividend of Rs
13.5 per equity share of Rs 2
each for FY 2021-22 on
expanded equity capital post
issue of bonus shares in March
2022.

“As seen over the last few
years, BSE has operated with
a strategy to build products
and markets for institutions
and investors, in a manner
that enables us to grow in all
economic conditions, so that
BSE is truly an all-weather
growth story, something that
does not exist in a single mar-
ket or asset class alone,”
Ashishkumar Chauhan, MD
and CEO of the exchange,
said. PTI
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New Delhi: To strengthen the
regulatory framework for col-
lective investment schemes,
markets regulator Sebi has
enhanced the net worth crite-
ria and track record require-
ments for entities managing
such schemes.

Also, the regulator has
mandated a minimum of 20
investors and a subscription
amount of at least Rs 20 crore
for each Collective Investment
Scheme (CIS), according to a
notification on Tuesday.

Currently, CIS rules do not
mandate minimum number of
investors, maximum holding of
a single investor or minimum
subscription amount.

In addition, the regulator
has put a cap on cross-share-

holding in Collective
Investment Management
Company (CIMC) to 10 per
cent to avoid conflict of inter-
est. To give this effect, the
Securities and Exchange Board
of India (Sebi) has amended
CIS regulations. The rules, first
notified in 1999, have not been
reviewed since then.

The move comes after the
board of Sebi approved a pro-
posal in this regard in its board
meeting in March.

The new rule is aimed at
strengthening the regulatory
framework for collective invest-
ment schemes as well as
empower the CIMCs to effec-
tively discharge their responsi-
bilities towards the 
investors. PTI

Mumbai: The rupee appreci-
ated further by 10 paise to set-
tle at 77.24 (provisional) against
the US dollar on Wednesday as
the American currency retreat-
ed from its 20-year high levels.

At the interbank forex
market, the domestic unit
opened at 77.24 against the US
dollar. It moved in a range of
77.17 to 77.31 during the day
trade. The rupee finally closed
at 77.24, registering a rise of 10
paise over its previous close. On
Tuesday, the rupee had settled
at 77.34 against the American
currency.

“Rupee consolidated in a
narrow range after falling to
fresh all-time lows earlier this
week. On the domestic front,
market participants remained
cautious ahead of the inflation
number that will be released on
Thursday.

“Expectation is that the
number could come above the
7 per cent mark. From the US,
CPI number will be released
and is also expected to remain
elevated,” said Gaurang
Somaiya, Forex & Bullion
Analyst, Motilal Oswal
Financial Services.

The dollar index traded
below the 20-year high level of
104.49 that it breached early this
week ahead of the release of
inflation data in the US. The dol-
lar index, which gauges the
greenback's strength against a
basket of six currencies, was
trading 0.39 per cent lower at
103.51. On the domestic equity
market front, the 30-share BSE
Sensex ended 276.46 points or
0.51 per cent lower at 54,088.39,
while the broader  NSE Nifty fell
72.95 points or 0.45 per cent to
16,167.10. PTI
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New Delhi: Automobile man-
ufacturer BYD India on
Wednesday said it has part-
nered with three companies --
Chargezone, Volttic and
Indipro -- for setting up charg-
ing infrastructure for its EVs in
India.

This tie-up is to address the
charging needs of the compa-
ny's electric multi-purpose
vehicle, e6 across multiple cities
and major highways in the
country, the company said in a
statement.

“By enabling easy and con-
venient charging stations across
major cities and highways, we
will be supporting our cus-
tomers in a smooth and happy
electric driving experience,”
BYD India Senior Vice
President - Electric Passenger
Vehicle Business, Sanjay
Gopalakrishnan said.

Stating that the company
will keep expanding the charg-
ing networks together with its
partners, he said,”This is a key
step towards strengthening our
EV journey in the country.
Chargezone, Volttic and
Indipro are key players in elec-
tric vehicle charging infra-
structure in India.”

Under the partnership,
Chargezone, with its over 650
EV charging stations across
more than 25 cities will provide
its public charging network
on National Highways to BYD
India e6 customers.

While Volttic EV Charging
with over 300 charging points
across India will be a vital part-
ner of BYD, IndiPro will also
provide charging facilities
across India to e6 customers
through their charging net-
work, the company said. PTI
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Mumbai: Mahindra Electric
Mobility on Wednesday said it
has moved the offices of its two
divisions, Last Mile Mobility
(LMM) and EV Technology
Centre (EVTEC), to new
premises at technology hub in
Bengaluru.

The Mahindra Group's
electric vehicle arm also said
that it will continue to have a
fully functional office at
Kandivali suburb in Mumbai
while the Innovation Centre as
well as the Bomassandra plant
staff will continue to operate
from their respective locations
in Bengaluru.

The new office, with more
than 500 people' seating capac-
ity, is in line with Mahindra
Electric Mobility Ltd (MEML)'s
expansion strategy and creating
an exciting workspace for its
employees, the company said.

The new office will be able
to house the entire workforce
of EVTEC and certain func-
tions of LMM,  the company
said, adding, from April 1,
employees have started the
work-from-office format, fol-
lowing necessary COVID-19
protocols, the company 
said. PTI 
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New Delhi: Global engineering
and product development dig-
ital services firm Tata
Technologies Ltd on
Wednesday said it has entered
into a collaboration with the
Assam government to trans-
form 34 state polytechnics and
43 Industrial Training Institutes
(ITIs) into futuristic Centres of
Excellence (CoEs) entailing an
investment of about Rs 2,390
crore.

The company has signed
a Memorandum of Agreement
(MoA) with the Assam gov-
ernment for a period of 10
years for the purpose, Tata
Technologies said in a state-
ment. Post upgradation, these
COEs will not only cater to the

advanced skill requirements
of students aligned to the key
industries in Assam, but also
act as a technology and indus-
trial hub for MSMEs and sup-
port entrepreneurship.

Commenting on the col-
laboration, Tata Technologies
Chairman Subramanian
Ramadorai said technology is
evolving rapidly and there is
huge shortage of skilled man-
power. To keep pace with these
evolving technological trends,
and lateral shift towards
Industry 4.0-powered smart
business operations, it is imper-
ative to train the youth on lat-
est technologies by upgrading
the state polytechnics and ITIs
in the country. PTI
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New Delhi: India Inc must
think outside the regime of
incentives and subsidies and
improve its competitiveness
and productivity while ramp-
ing up R&D expenditure for
being future ready, CII presi-
dent TV Narendran said.

Speaking at 'Being Future
Ready Business Summit 2022',
the CII President observed
that a responsible and con-
scious industry must think
beyond its own priorities to
drive positive change for the
nation. He pointed out that
recalibration of global supply
chains presents an opportuni-
ty for the industry to embed
itself more firmly in the inter-
national arena and expand its
global footprint.

“We must move away from
a risk-averse culture to a mind-
set that proactively explores all
markets and all sectors. The
many new free trade being
signed with our key market
partners open up immense
opportunities for our interna-
tional engagement and we must
support and leverage these to
the optimum,” Narendran said.
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New Delhi: Tata Motors on Wednesday
expanded its electric vehicle range in the coun-
try with the launch of Nexon EV MAX, priced
between Rs 17.74-19.24 lakh (ex-showroom).

Equipped with a 40.5 kWh lithium-ion bat-
tery pack, the Nexon EV Max offers 33 per cent
higher battery capacity than the Nexon EV, deliv-
ering ARAI certified range of 437 km (under
standard testing conditions), ensuring uninter-
rupted inter-city travel.

ARAI refers to Automotive Research
Association of India.

The model produces 105 kW (143 PS) of
power and delivers a torque of 250 Nm, result-
ing in 0 to 100 sprint times in under 9 seconds.

It comes in two trims -- the Nexon EV Max
XZ+ and Nexon EV Max XZ+ Lux -- and fea-
tures 30 new additional safety and comfort fea-
tures like seat ventilation for front passengers,
air purifier, wireless smartphone charging,
auto-dimming IRVM and cruise control.

The Max XZ+ trim with 3.3 kW charger is

priced at Rs 17.74 lakh while the same trim with
7.2 kW fast charger is tagged at Rs 18.24 lakh.
The XZ+ Lux trim with 3.3 kW charger is tagged
at Rs 18.74 lakh while the same variant with 7.2
kW charger is priced at Rs 19.24 lakh.

The 7.2 kW AC fast charger can be installed
either at home or at the workplace, which helps
in reducing charging time to 6.5 hours. PTI

New Delhi: The Government
has made it mandatory to
quote either PAN or Aadhaar
for depositing or withdrawing
over �20 lakh in a financial year
or opening of a current
account.

The Central Board of
Direct Taxes (CBDT), in a
notification, said furnishing
the Permanent Account
Number (PAN) or biometric
Aadhaar will be mandatory
for such high-value deposits or
withdrawals from banks in a
financial year, or opening of a
current account or cash credit
account with a bank or post
office.

Commenting on the move,
AKM Global Tax Partner
Sandeep Sehgal said this shall
bring in more transparency to
financial transactions where
banks, post offices and co-
operative societies would be
required to report the transac-
tions of deposits and with-
drawals aggregating to Rs 20
lakh or more in a financial year.

“Further, the mandatory
condition of obtaining PAN for
deposit and even for with-

drawals would help the gov-
ernment in tracing the move-
ment of cash in the system. All
in all, this would tighten the
entire process of suspicious
cash deposits and withdrawals
with the already present TDS
provision u/s 194N under the
Income-tax Act, 1961,” Sehgal
said.

Currently, PAN and
Aadhaar are interchangeable
for income tax purpose.

An assessee needs to men-
tion his/her PAN in all com-
munications with the I-T
department and while entering
into specified financial trans-
actions.

However, there can be sit-

uations where a person enter-
ing into high-value transac-
tions, such as purchase of for-
eign currency or huge with-
drawal from banks, does not
possess a PAN.

The Finance Act, 2019,
has provided for interchange-
ability of PAN with Aadhaar.

It has been provided that
every person who is required to
furnish or quote his PAN under
the Income Tax Act, and who
has not been allotted a PAN but
possesses the Aadhaar number,
may furnish the biometric ID
in lieu of PAN.

Nangia & Co LLP Partner
Shailesh Kumar said once such
person quotes the PAN it will
be easier for the tax authorities
to track the transactions.

“The government has con-
stantly been striving to increase
its taxpayer base to be able to
bring such people under the tax
net who may be entering into
large transactions but do not
hold a PAN,” Kumar said.

It may eventually become
difficult where a person tries to
avoid filing return of income,
he added. PTI
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The Delhi International
Airport Limited (DIAL)

on Wednesday said that Indira
Gandhi International (IGI) air-
port has become the first air-
port in India, which got two
state-of-the-art maintenance,
repair, and overhaul (MRO)
hangars for the General
Aviation Terminal. Each
hangar has approximately 2,000
square meter floor space and it
can accommodate six to eight
midsize GA aircraft. The new
hangars will not only help save
time and money for the oper-
ators but also reduce environ-
mental pollution to a large
extent.

According to the state-
ment released by DIAL, the
hangars are fully operational
since April 2022, and these
hangars serve the business jets
and general aviation (GA) air-
craft.

Earlier GA aircraft and
business jets had to burn fuel
while traveling an 8-10 km

stretch to undergo mainte-
nance at hangars near
Terminal-1 (T-1). These air-
craft also had to cross one
active runway while reaching
the old hangers near T-1 often
leading to wastage of time and
fuel. The old hangers at T-1
have already been dismantled.

These hangars also have
around 4,600 sq mt of the
front maintenance holding
area, which is available to
accommodate aircraft need-
ing minor maintenance.
Additionally, these hangars are

equipped with necessary work-
shops such as battery-shop,
aviation workshops, general
workshops, etc., which are
essential to support aircraft
maintenance-related works
under one roof.

One of the hangars is
equipped with a lounge facili-
ty to facilitate the transit crew.
Both the hangars have received
statutory approvals for per-
forming aircraft maintenance
activity from the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA).
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Greater Noida: Paper produc-
tion in the country needs to be
augmented by 7-8 times for
domestic industry to meet the
surging demand and to make
India Aatmanirbhar. Currently
India accounts for only 4-5 per
cent of global production of
paper. Paper consumption in
India needs to be promoted in
view of the employment it
generates,” said Dr Bhagwat
Karad, Union Minister of State
for Finance at the inauguration
of Paperex 2022, one of the
largest paper industry events in
the world.
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another economical over as DC strug-
gled to force the pace early on, reach-
ing five for one in three overs.

The introduction of Ashwin saw
Marsh launching the off-spinner over
long-off for a six. Marsh did the same
to Prasidh, hitting him for a maximum
over fine-leg to give the much-need-
ed impetus to the DC innings.

There was more to come from the
willow of Marsh as he smashed
Kuldeep Sen for two sixes and a sim-
ilar treatment was given to Ashwin as
the ball, despite Jos Buttler's effort in
the deep, sailed over long-on for a max-
imum, bringing up the Australian all-
rounder's fifty.

By the time the 143-run stand was
broken by Yuzvendra Chahal with the

wicket of Marsh, the match was almost
in DC's bag.

Earlier, striking at better than
most of the top batters, premier off-
spinner Ashwin recorded his first
half-century in T20 cricket. Ashwin
made a 38-ball 50, while Devdutt
Padikkal struck 48 in 30 deliveries after
RR were asked to bat first.

The Capitals were off to fine start
as left-arm pacer Chetan Sakariya
(2/23), playing the must-win game in
place of Khaleel Ahmed, dismissed
RR's top batter Jos Buttler (7) cheap-
ly in the third over.

Looking to play it over the infield,
Buttler hit a fairly full-length delivery
straight to Shardul Thakur.

With Buttler gone early, DC were

on top and looked to assert their dom-
inance at the DY Patel Sports Complex.
They gave very little away and kept RR
to 43 for one in the six power play
overs.

This was after DC skipper Rishabh
Pant decided against a review despite
a strong appeal by Sakariya for a caught
behind in the first over. Replays con-
firmed that Pant was right in not opt-
ing for a review.

Coming off his blazing half-cen-
tury in the previous game, Yashasvi
Jaiswal  produced a lovely on-drive off
Anrich Nortje (2/39) and then
smashed the South African pacer for
a six over third man.

Jaiswal (19) impressed again, but
not for long as Mitchell Marsh (2/25)
cramped him up for room with a
bouncer, paving the way for the left-
handed Devdutt Padikkal to join
Ashwin in the middle.

Looking confident after having hit-
ting a few boundaries, including two
maximums and a ramp shot over keep-
er Pant, Ashwin went along nicely and
brought up his half-century in 38 balls.

However, the premier off-spinner
got out soon after reaching the land-
mark with Marsh coming back into the
attack to give DC the breakthrough.

Meanwhile, Padikkal smashed
Axar Patel for two sixes — one over
deep backyard point and another over
long-on — as RR looked to force the
pace.

Padikkal then scored two succes-
sive fours off Marsh, even as Nortje had
RR skipper Sanju Samson (6) caught
by Shardul Thakur at mid-wicket. As
the DC players rejoiced, Kuldeep
Yadav was seen walking off the ground
holding his left shoulder, having hurt
himself while going for a catch in the
previous over.

Riyan Parag hit Nortje for a mas-
sive six before Sakariya cut short his
brief stay in the middle, and Padikkal
too followed suit, thanks to brilliant
catch running by substitute fielder
Kamlesh Nagarkoti. 
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Their IPL play-off hopes
hanging by a thread,

Chennai Super Kings will face
their fiercest rivals, a down and
out Mumbai Indians, in their
bid to stay afloat in the compe-
tition here on Thursday.

This has been a season to
forget for both Mumbai and
CSK. While Mumbai will be
playing for pride, CSK still
have an outside chance to
progress if they win their
remaining games and other
results go their way.

CSK will be eliminated if
they lose to Mumbai Indians at
the Wankhede Stadium.

The M S Dhoni-led side
would take confidence from
their 91-run win over Delhi
Capitals in their last outing and
hope the batters build on their

brilliant showing.
Opener Devon Conway is

in sublime form and has hit
three back-to-back half cen-
turies. He tore apart the Delhi
Capitals attack with his whirl-
wind 87 and would need to
provide an aggressive start with
fellow opener Ruturaj Gaikwad,
who too has found form but
can be more consistent.

The season got worse for
Ravindra Jadeja who was left
out for the last game against
Delhi due to an injury  after
handing back the captaincy to
Dhoni. It remains to be seen if
he is back in action against
Mumbai.

If CSK have to post a big
score, like they did against

DC, all batters will have to fire
in unison.

Last time when the two
sides met, a vintage Dhoni, 'the
best finisher' sealed the game
on the last ball of the game.

CSK bowlers were right on
the money when they bundled
DC for 117. Tweaker Moeen
Ali picked three wickets, while
young pacers Mukesh
Choudhary and Simarjeet
Singh also fared well.

The trio will need to once
again deliver along with key
spinner Maheesh Theekshana,
whose four overs can also
change the game's fate. Another
important cog is Bravo, who
has the knack of breaking part-
nerships.

For Mumbai, all the
remaining games are 'dead
rubbers' and they would need
to give a 'complete perfor-
mance' with an improved bat-
ting show.

Skipper Rohit Sharma' (200
runs) will need to lead from the
front and Ishan Kishan (321
runs) can build on his half cen-
tury in the last game. MI's mid-
dle order batters, which crum-
bled against KKR, will also
need to get the act right.

With Suryakumar Yadav
ruled out, the likes of Tilak
Varma, Tim David,
Ramandeep Singh and Kieron
Pollard, who has been a failure,
will need to take greater
responsibility.

In bowling, Bumrah found
his mojo back and clinched a
maiden five-wicket haul in IPL
history. But he needs support
from other bowlers — Daniel
Sams, Riley Meredith and
Kumar Kartikeya Singh, who
will need to contain the CSK
batters.

While Mumbai would eye
revenge, for Chennai the game
is about "survival".
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Virat Kohli is hopeful that his
friend and South African

superstar AB de Villiers will be
back at the Royal Challengers
Bangalore in a new role next year.

De Villiers had been a big part
of RCB family before he retired
from all forms of cricket last year.

"I miss him a lot. I talk to him
regularly. He was in the US recent-
ly with his family watching golf...
He is keenly observing RCB and
hopefully he will be here next year
in some capacity," Kohli said dur-
ing a light-hearted chat posted on
RCB's Twitter handle.

Kohli is enduring one of the
worst phases of his career, having
scored 216 runs in 12 matches in
the IPL with just one fifty.

He has also been dismissed for
three golden ducks this season.

"It has never happend to me
ever in my career I think, so I just
smiled. I felt like I have seen
everything that the game has to
show," Kohli said.

His poor form has raised con-
cerns with Ian Bishop pointing out
Kohli's inability to score fluently in
the IPL this season. The former
West Indies pacer also said that it
was a matter of concern that he is
getting out to different types of
bowlers.

However, Kohli said he does-
n't pay heed to opinions and keeps
critics at bay.

"They can't be in my shoes,
they can't feel what I feel, they can't
live those moment," the former
India skipper said.

"You said how you cut the
noise, you either mute the TV or
don't pay attention to what people
are saying and I do both of these
things."

With Kohli stepping down
from RCB captaincy, Faf du Plessis
took over the reins and Kohli said
he always enjoyed mutual respect
for each other.

"Me and faf have always got-
ten along really well even before he
was captain of South Africa. Faf is
a guy who is sure of himself and
he has full authority on the field,"
he said.

"He tells me sometimes, if I
mention things, that he doesn't
want to do that, which I respect a
lot. That only makes you gain
respect for the person you are play-
ing under." 
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Pakistan wicketkeeper-batter
Mohammad Rizwan wish-

es to have focus and concentra-
tion levels of his County team-
mate Cheteshwar Pujara as he
looks to improve as a red-ball
cricketer.

Pujara has made a strong
case for a Test comeback with
two hundreds and as many
double hundreds in his cam-
paign for Sussex in County
Championship Division 2.

The Indo-Pak pairing had
shared a 154-run stand against
Durham earlier this month
and they playing for the same
team has also attracted a lot of
positive attention on social
media. Rizwan, who was
named the ICC Player of the
Year for 2021, rates Pakistan's
Younis Khan and Fawad Alam
very highly when it comes to
batting with unwavering con-
centration but he has now
added Pujara to the list.

"...As far as myself and
Pujara are concerned, I didn't
feel anything strange (on the
lines of India-Pakistan rivalry).

"And hopefully, if you ask
him, his answer will be the
same as mine. Although I do
share a laugh with him and
tease him (laughs) and every-
one in the team knows this,"
Rizwan told Cricwick when
asked about the time spend
with the India veteran.

Heaping praise on Pujara,
Rizwan said: "He is a very nice

and loving guy. And his con-
centration and focus too... If
you get a chance to learn some-
thing, you should do it.

"In terms of concentration
levels and I told this to the
coaches here too. In my whole
career, the players with most
focus, concentration are Younis
bhai, Fawad Alam and his
(Pujara's).

"Pujara is second on my list
and Fawad Alam on three in
terms of pure concentration
and focus. I rate these three
players very highly."

Regular white-ball cricket
can affect your discipline in the

longer-format and Rizwan said
advice from Pujara helped him
on that front.

"...In terms of the focus and
concentration levels, there is a
time when that starts dropping
low ... I will try to figure how
these three players have so
intense focus and concentra-
tion. I keep on talking with
Younis bhai, I couldn't talk
much with Fawad recently on
this.

"And with Pujara, I had a
chat with him after I got out
early. He told me a few things
and one of them was to play
close to the body."
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The three-match Test series
between South Africa and

Australia, which was post-
poned in March 2021 due to
COVID-19, has now been
replaced by five ODIs and
three T20Is.

South Africa will host
Australia for eight white-ball
matches, in August 2023, in
order to prepare for the 2023

ODI World Cup. According to
ESPNcricinfo, Cricket South
Africa is not expected to lose
any money as a result of the
change. Though seven fewer
days of cricket will be played
now, the white-ball fixtures
will make an equal amount of
revenue for CSA as the three
Tests would have, which is
why it has agreed to the change.

Reportedly, Cricket
Australia was initially looking

at August 2023 as a window to
reschedule the Tests, but
because these matches are not
part of the ongoing World Test
Championship cycle, they
agreed on them being replaced
by white-ball matches.

South Africa will also trav-
el to Australia in late 2022 for
their first festive Test series
since 2008, with three match-
es due to be played in Brisbane,
Melbourne and Sydney.
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Gujarat Titans spinner
Rashid Khan, whose four-

wicket haul helped his side
clinch victory against Lucknow
Super Giants, said that he can-
not afford to lose his line and
length.

Gujarat Titans became the
first team to qualify for Play-offs
this season as they beat
Lucknow Super Giants by 62
runs at MCA Stadium in Pune.
GT bowled out LSG for 82 in
just 13.5 overs in a low-scoring
match in which they had scored
144/4 in 20 overs. 

"Those couple of games
which did not go well was all
about my line and length. That
was something I was missing in
those games. The pace I bowl
and action I have, I cannot
afford to lose my line and
length, it was about focusing on
hitting the right area. The wick-
et was helping today with

bounce and turn, but overall it
was about bowling in the right
areas. They (the pacers) have
given us a platform where we
can come and put the pressure,"
said Rashid Khan in a post-
match presentation.

Rashid further said that
the team's entire focus will now
be on playing good cricket and

enjoying themselves at the
moment.

"In a chase like 140-145 you
need to have a good powerplay
and the seamers gave us that.
This is a very crucial part of the
competition, it is all about the
process whether we win or
lose, we should keep the same
process.”
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Riding on Mitchell Marsh's all-round
heroics, Delhi Capitals got their act
together in the nick of time to upstage

Rajasthan Royals by eight wickets and keep
their IPL playoffs hopes alive here on
Wednesday.

After their bowlers restricted RR to 160
for six, Marsh's 62-ball 89 and David
Warner's unbeaten 52 off 41 balls helped the
Capitals complete the task with 11 balls to
spare for their sixth win of the season that
saw the team suffer setbacks both on and off
the field, including multiple COVID-19 cases
in its camp.

With the ball, Marsh had picked up the
two important wickets of Yashasvi Jaiswal
(19) and Ravichandran Ashwin (50). Then,
he smashed seven sixes and five fours to
emerge as the night's hero.

DC lost Srikar Bharat in only the second
ball of their innings to Trent Boult, who con-
ceded just one run in the first over. That was
followed by a maiden over by Prasidh
Krishna and then the Kiwi speedster bowled
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Senior India and Chennai Super Kings
all-rounder Ravindra Jadeja was on

Wednesday ruled out of the remainder
of the IPL due to a  rib injury, days after
quitting the leadership role.

"Ravindra Jadeja won't be playing
CSK's next two games as he has suffered
a rib cage injury. He has already gone
home," CSK CEO Kasi Viswanathan told
PTI.

Jadeja apparently didn't play the
match against Delhi Capitals due to an
upper body injury, sustained during an
earlier match against the RCB.

Jadeja, who captained CSK in the
first eight games, had a forgettable sea-
son as all he could manage was just 116
runs at an average of 20 in 10 games and
only five wickets at an economy rate of

7.51. While the official reason being
given for Jadeja's unavailability is injury,
sources tracking developments in the
CSK camp claimed that the all-rounder
has been dropped.

"It seems there is more to it. Jadeja
has also unfollowed CSK on instagram,"
an IPL source told PTI on conditions of
anonymity.
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High price-tag does create an
unimaginable pressure and

that's the reason why IPL auction's
costliest buy Ishan Kishan was
advised by current India captain
Rohit Sharma and his predeces-
sor Virat Kohli not to lose sleep
over something which is not
under his control.

Kishan agreed that price-tag
pressure does play on one's mind
for a first few days but his Team
Indian seniors have specifically
told him not to fret too much on
the issue.

"Price tag pressure will
remain for a few days but then
one feels the pressure then it's
always good to speak to the
seniors and share your worries,"
Ishan said. "So many seniors said
I should not think about the price
tag, because this is not something
I have asked for.”

MUST WIN GAME FOR CSK
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After playing the crucial
knock of 63 runs against

Lucknow Super Giants,
Gujarat Titans batter
Shubman Gill revealed that
he was having some problems
with his back during the
clash. "Always pleasing when
you're there till the end and
finish the game for your
team. I didn't expect the ball
to seam as much at the start.

It was nipping around, and
then I expected the spinners
to get some turn. I think they
didn't bowl up much," said
Gill. "Had Krunal pitched it
up, it would have been
tougher. It helped us turn the
singles over. Not a lot of peo-
ple gave us a chance at the
start, but great to qualify
now. The ground was soft
and I had a bit of back issues,
but hopefully, it would all be
fine," he added.
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Seniors told me 
not to worry about
price-tag: Ishan 

Can’t afford to lose my line & length: Rashid -���	��	��$�	&����	���	�������������
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Liverpool kept their Premier
League title hopes alive as Sadio
Mane’s winner beat Aston Villa
2-1 on Tuesday to move level on

points with Manchester City at the top
of the table.

The Reds quickly made amends for
a slow start as Joel Matip cancelled out
Douglas Luiz’s opener inside six min-
utes.

Mane’s fine header 25 minutes
from time then did enough to keep the
pressure on City, who have a game in
hand away to Wolves on Wednesday.

However, Liverpool’s narrow mar-
gin of victory keeps Pep Guardiola’s
men top on goal difference.

Victory also came at a cost for
Jurgen Klopp’s men, who lost Fabinho
to a muscle injury that is likely to rule
him out of both Saturday’s FA Cup final
and the Champions League final
against Real Madrid on May 28.

With one eye on Wembley, Klopp

rolled the dice with his team selection
as Mohamed Salah and Thiago
Alcantara were left on the bench,
while there was no place in the squad
for Andy Robertson.

The visitors looked like a much-
changed side as Villa sprang out of the
traps and caught them cold.

Alisson Becker had already denied
Ollie Watkins by the time Steven
Gerrard’s men took the lead on three
minutes.

Luiz’s header was parried by
Alisson, but only back into the path of
his Brazilian international teammate to
hammer the rebound high into the net.

Villa won this fixture 7-2 last sea-
son, but Liverpool this time bounced
straight back from the early blow of
conceding.

The hosts did not deal with a free-
kick into the box and the ball eventu-
ally broke for Virgil van Dijk to square
for his centre-back partner Matip to
apply the finishing touch.

Chances continued to come at both

ends in a frantic first half.
Mane headed inches wide for

Liverpool before Danny Ings at the
other end just failed to keep his head-
er down from Lucas Digne’s inviting
cross.
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Liverpool’s heavy schedule began

to show physically when Fabinho
limped off with a hamstring injury
midway through the first half.

The sale of Philippe Coutinho to
Barcelona in 2018 helped Liverpool
fund the signings of Alisson, Van
Dijk and Fabinho.

As the Reds have gone from
strength-to-strength in the four-and-
a-half years since, Coutinho’s career has
faded and he was largely anonymous
in his first appearance against his for-
mer club since returning to English
football.

Only a complete miskick from
Naby Keita with the goal gaping kept
the scores level at the break.

However, Liverpool went through
the gears in the second period to show
the gulf in class between the sides.

Luis Diaz’s arrival in January has
played a huge part in keeping Klopp’s
men in contention for four trophies.

The Colombian created the winner
as he teased Tyrone Mings before deliv-
ering a pinpoint cross for Mane to head
in his 22nd goal of the season.

There were still nervy moments for
Liverpool to see out in the final quar-
ter as Villa sought to expose their high
line.

Twice Ings failed to capitalise
when played through on goal before
being flagged offside when he did final-
ly put the ball in the net.

But Liverpool held on and will
hope Gerrard can finally come to their
rescue in a title race.

Gerrard famously never won a
league title during his decorated play-
ing career at Anfield, but will take Villa
to face City at the Etihad on the final
day of the season.
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AC Milan, owned since 2018
by American investment

fund Elliott Management, is the
subject of “two bids”, club pres-
ident Paolo Scaroni said Tuesday.

“I understand that there are
two offers and it takes time to
complete the overview, under-
stand them well and compare
them,” Scaroni told Italian news
agency ANSA.

In April, Italian media
reported interest from Bahrain-
based investment fund
Investcorp. More recently, the
Italian press reported discussions
with another potential bidder,
American investment fund
RedBird Capital Partners.

There has been no official
response to from either report-
ed bidder although Scaroni on
Tuesday indicated that
Investcorp’s negotiations with
the owners were more advanced.

“I am not aware of any
problems or critical issues with
Investcorp,” said Scaroni,
although he added “I am not the
right person to ask about this,
because I run the club that is
the subject of the offer, so
it is not something that
involves Milan.”

Paolo Maldini, the
iconic director of
Milan, which leads
Serie A with two games
to go, said in April that
he expected the club
would be sold.

E l l i o t t
M a n a g e m e n t
acquired the club in
2018 when Chinese
businessman Li
Yonghong was unable to repay
a loan he had taken out when
he bought the club from Silvio
Berlusconi’s Fininvest in 2017.
Elliott Management made it
clear they planned to sell.

���� :	���


The European Champions
League will see an increase

of four teams to 36 and the pre-
sent group stage replaced by one
single league from the 2024-25
season, UEFA said on Tuesday.

The revamp of European
football’s premier club compe-
tition will see each team play
eight league games — four
home and four away — as
opposed to six in the group
stage.

The top eight sides in the
league will qualify automatical-
ly for the knockout stage, while
the teams finishing in ninth to
24th place will compete in a
two-legged play-off to secure
their path to the last 16 of the 
competition.

“We are convinced that the
format chosen strikes the right
balance and that it will improve
the competitive balance and

generate solid revenues that
can be distributed to clubs,
leagues and into grassroots
football across our continent,”
said UEFA president
Aleksander Ceferin.

Ceferin and UEFA will be
hoping the reforms — passed
unanimously by their executive
board — will kill off once and
for all any thought of the rebel
Super League making a reap-
pearance.

Twelve of Europe’s biggest
clubs signed up to the proposed
new competition last April but
it collapsed within days follow-
ing a fierce backlash from their
own players and fans, as well as
governments and football’s gov-
erning bodies.

Nine clubs distanced them-
selves from the project but Real
Madrid, Barcelona and Juventus
remain on board with the con-
cept. UEFA had stepped back
after consulting with various

parties — including supporters
— from having 10 league
matches and allocating two of
the four new places to teams
based on club coefficient.

The four places will go to
the club ranked third in the
championship of the association
in fifth position in the UEFA
national association ranking.

Another will be awarded to
a domestic champion by
extending from four to five the
number of clubs qualifying via
the so-called ‘Champions Path’.

The final two places will go
to the associations with the
best collective performance by
their clubs in the previous sea-
son (total number of points
obtained divided by the number
of participating clubs).

Those two associations if it
had been judged on this season
based on the collective perfor-
mance of their clubs would be
England and the Netherlands.

Similar format changes will
also be applied to the UEFA
Europa League (8 matches in
the league stage) and UEFA
Europa Conference League (6
matches in the league stage) and
both will also include 36 teams
in the league phase.

Ceferin revelled in the
moment of succeeding in push-
ing through the reforms.

“I am really pleased that it
was a unanimous decision of the
UEFA Executive Committee,
with the European Club
Association, European Leagues
and National Associations all
agreeing with the proposal
made,” said Ceferin.

“Another proof that
European football is more unit-
ed than ever.

“Qualification will thus
remain purely based on sport-
ing performance and the dream
to participate will remain for 
all clubs.”
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The hugely successful FIFA
video game series, which

dates back to 1993’s release of
FIFA International Soccer, is set
to end when the Women’s
World Cup concludes in August
2023.

FIFA, football’s global gov-
erning body, and EA Sports, its
biggest commercial partner,
failed to reach an agreement to
extend a partnership that’s drawn
150 million players. Part of the
separation was due to FIFA
demanding at least double the
annual $150-million fee it gets
from the video game developer
and publisher, according to The
New York Times’ Tariq Panja.

The new name for the series
is “EA Sports FC.”

“If (FIFA) is not No 1, it’s
certainly in the top three game
franchises of all time,” Gareth
Sutcliffe, a senior analyst special-
ising in the video games sector
at Enders Analysis, told Panja.
“And the reason for that is there
are so many releases. Every
year, they change the number on
the box, put a new player on the
front, and it’s pretty much the
same under the hood.”

Top leagues across the globe

have since confirmed they’ll be
part of EA Sports FC. EA Sports
retains the rights to use the
sport’s biggest clubs and stars
because of separate licensing
deals with organizations like
UEFA and numerous competi-
tions and clubs. 

However, FIFA-controlled
tournaments, such as the World
Cup, will be off-limits. Sales of
the video game series surpassed
$20 billion over the past two
decades. FIFA is now expected
to try to find a new digital part-
ner to address the huge financial
deficit its break from EA Sports
will cause. It’d be limited in
what’s available in any game it
makes because EA Sports FC
boasts exclusive access to the
Champions League, Premier
League, and other huge soccer
competitions.

“If you’re breaking a rela-
tionship that goes back over 20
years, there will be conse-
quences,” Sutcliffe said. “EA
will continue to motor on: They
have got all the technological
smarts, the creative implemen-
tation of an absolutely fantastic
football game - and it really is
fantastic. But what do FIFA
have? Their name. And then
what?”
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Double Olympic medallist P
V Sindhu was vanquished

by world number four An
Seyoung yet again as the Indian
women’s badminton team suf-
fered a demoralising 0-5 defeat
against Korea in their final
group D match of the Uber Cup
Final here on Wednesday.

After two successive wins
against Canada

and USA, it was a reality check
for the young Indian team as it
could not take a single game
from the Koreans during the
five-match tie.

However, the defeat will
not count much as India have
already sealed a quarterfinal
berth after ensuring itself a
top-two finish in the group
after two victories.

For Sindhu, it was a disap-
pointing outing as she suc-

cumbed to her straight fifth loss
to An Seyoung, losing 15-21, 14-
21 this time in a lopsided con-
test as India conceded an early
0-1 lead.

The combo of Shruti
Mishra and Simran Singhi was
no match to world number
two pair of Lee Sohee and Shin
Seungchan, going down 13-21,
12-21 in 39 minutes.

Aakarshi Kashyap then was
sent packing 10-21, 10-21 by

world number 19 Kim Ga Eun
as India surrendered the tie 0-
3. In the next two matches, Kim
Hye Jeong and Kong Heeyong
beat Tanisha Crasto and Treesa
Jolly 21-14, 21-11, while
Ashmita Chaliha lost 18-21,
17-21 to Sim Yujin as Korea
completed the 5-0 drubbing of
India. The Indian men’s team
will face Chinese Taipei in
group C of Thomas Cup Final
later in the day. 
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Amonth after her wind-assist-
ed effort was not registered as

a national record, hurdler
Jyothi Yarraji has finally

made the mark her
own while winning a
100m event in
Cyprus with a tim-
ing of 13.23 sec-
onds.

The 22-year-
old Andhra ath-
lete on Tuesday
won the Gold in
C y p r u s
International
Meet at
Limassol under

a head wind
speed of 0.1m/s.

The old national
record of 13.38 seconds

was in the name of
Anuradha Biswal since
2002.

The Cyprus Meet is a World
Athletics Continental Tour
Challenger category D event.

Jyothi, who trains under Joseph
Hillier at Odisha Athletics High
Performance Center in
Bhubaneswar, had clocked 13.09
seconds during the Federation Cup
in Kozhikode last month but since

the wind speed was +2.1 m/s, more
than the permissible +2.0 m/s, it was
not counted.

In 2020 also, Jyothi had run
below Biswal’s national record time
as she clocked 13.03 conds at the All
India Inter-University Athletics
Championships in Moodbidri,
Karnataka.

But that was also not counted as
NR as National Anti-Doping Agency
did not test her at the meet and there
was no technical delegate from the
Athletics Federation of India present
at the meet.

Another Odisha Athletics High
Performance Center trainee Amlan
Borgohain, who smashed the nation-
al record during the Kozhikode
Federation Cup, finished third in
men’s 200m race with a time of 21.32
seconds.

The 24-year-old from Assam
had clocked 20.52s in Kozhikode.     

In other result, Lili Das won the
women’s 1500m race with a time of
4 minutes 17.79 seconds.
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Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang scored twice as
Barcelona tightened their grip on second

place in La Liga on Tuesday with a 3-1 win at
home to Celta Vigo.

But Barca’s victory was overshadowed by
a serious head injury to defender Ronald
Araujo, who had to be taken away in an ambu-
lance in the 64th minute of the match.

Araujo was lifted into the ambulance on
a stretcher, wearing a neck brace.Barcelona
confirmed the 23-year-old “suffered a concus-
sion and has been taken to the hospital to
undergo further testing”.

Araujo’s injury came after he and Gavi
banged heads challenging for the same ball.
Araujo stumbled on for a few seconds before
dropping to the floor as a concerned Iago Aspas
and Eric Garcia called urgently for the medics.

The Uruguayan was put into the recovery
position and after a few minutes, he was lift-
ed into an ambulance that had driven onto the
pitch. Barcelona fans chanted his name as
Araujo was taken away.

Aubameyang’s double either side of half-
time came after Memphis Depay had opened
the scoring at Camp Nou. Celta pulled one
back through Aspas but any hopes of a come-
back were dashed when Jeison Murillo was sent
off just before the hour.

Barca move seven points ahead of Sevilla
and eight in front of Atletico Madrid, with
Sevilla and Atletico playing each other at the
Wanda Metropolitano on Sunday. Real Madrid,
who have already been crowned champions,
sit nine points clear of Xavi Hernandez’s side
at the top of the table, with a game in hand.

Securing qualification for next season’s
Champions League last weekend means Xavi’s
primary objective has already been achieved
but the club’s dire financial situation means the
team can still not afford to let up.

Every place towards the top of La Liga is
worth around seven million euros while qual-
ifying for the four-team Spanish Super Cup by
finishing in the top two is worth another eight
million euros to the Catalans.
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They should have the runners-up spot

sewn up after another victory that owed much
to Aubameyang, the 32-year-old scoring his
12th and 13th goals since joining Barcelona

from Arsenal in January.
Aubameyang’s electric early form has

slowed a little in recent weeks but it is hard to
think of a Barca player who has made a big-
ger contribution to their resurgence in the sec-
ond half of the season.

Depay’s game-time has suffered as a result
of Aubameyang’s form but they both started
against Celta and it was Depay who gave the
hosts the lead in the 30th minute, sweeping in
after superb run down the right by Ousmane
Dembele.

Depay then turned provider for
Aubameyang’s first as he latched onto Jordi
Alba’s through ball and crossed for his
Gabonese teammate to finish on the turn four
minutes before half-time.

Three minutes after the restart, it was three
as Dembele repeated his earlier trick, driving
down the right, rolling left, this time for the
sprinting Aubameyang to steer into the cor-
ner.

Aspas capitalised on a Barcelona error as
Araujo was caught on his heels after Marc-
Andre ter Stegen passed out to him in the
penalty area. But eight minutes later, Murillo
was sent off for preventing Depay from going
through and Celta’s momentum was gone.
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