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Facing allegations of use of
“brutal force” against the

Kashmiri Pandit employees
who were protesting the  killing
of Rahul Bhat,   Lieutenant-
Governor Manoj Sinha on
Sunday ordered an enquiry to
find out why the police used
batons and tear gas shells
against peaceful marchers out-
side Sheikhpura transit camp in
Budgam on May 13.

“The SIT has been formed
to probe into all aspects of
Bhat’s killing, and it will also
look into the tear gas shelling
incident. Strict action will be
taken against those found
guilty,” Sinha announced after
meeting a delegation of
Bharatiya Janata Party leaders
at Raj Bhawan in Srinagar.

Sinha also met a delegation
of People’s Alliance for Gupkar
Declaration (PAGD) before
heading to New Delhi.

According to official
sources, Sinha is expected to
stay put in the national Capital

for a couple of days. In Delhi,
he will attend high-level secu-
rity review meetings in the
backdrop of a fresh surge in the
incidents of terrorist violence in
different parts of Jammu and
Kashmir ahead of the start of
Amarnath Yatra from June 30. 

The recent incident of the
mysterious fire in a passenger
bus near Katra town, the base
camp for the pilgrims visiting
the Mata Vaishno Devi shrine
in Reasi district,  is also under
the scanner even as forensic
teams of the National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
have collected samples to deter-
mine the nature of the blast, if

any. Four persons were killed
and 24 others injured on Friday
when a fire ripped apart the
moving bus, mostly carrying
devotees, near Nomai, about 3
kilometers from Katra, short-
ly after it left for Jammu from
the base camp. A team of NIA
inspected the wreckage of the
bus on Saturday and collected
samples during their one-and-
a-half-hour stay at the scene.

“The NIA has extended all
requisite assistance to J&K
Police in the investigation of
the case of passenger bus catch-
ing fire near Katra on Friday.
Detailed forensic probe is con-
tinuing to identify the reasons
for the cause of fire,” the agency
said in a tweet.

Though the survivors and
the people residing in the vicin-
ity of the incident spoke about
hearing the sound of an explo-
sion in the bus, Additional
Director General (ADG) of
Police, Jammu zone, Mukesh
Singh, said the initial probe
does not point to use of any
blast. Continued on Page 2

��������������	
����
����������
���	

����
��	�	���
�	�������
���



����	��
�
���� ���	
���


The Delhi Police on Sunday
arrested Manish Lakra, the

owner of the commercial build-
ing in outer Delhi’s Mundka
where a massive fire claimed
the lives of at least 27 people. 

The police said Lakra —
arrested from West Delhi’s
Ghevra Mod, near the
Haryana-Delhi border — was
planning to flee to Haridwar in
order to evade arrest.  

According to police, the
building was transferred to
Lakra after the death of his
father in 2015.

Meanwhile, the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) on Sunday
blamed the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) for the death of 27
people in the Mundka fire
incident. The AAP alleged that
“illegal industrial activities”
were going on in the building
as its owner Lakra enjoyed
protection from the BJP lead-
ers. In a media briefing Deputy
Commissioner of Police

(DCP), Outer district Sameer
Sharma said on Sunday police
received specific inputs that
Lakra was going towards
Haridwar following which a
trap was laid by the police team
and he was arrested from
Ghevra Mod.

“Lakra’s building had a
shop on the ground floor and
on the first, second and third

floor. There is a company
named “Cofe Impax Pvt Ltd”
which imports parts of CCTV
cameras, and SIM routers.
Around 100 employees were
working there. He was living in
a 2-BHK house on the fourth
floor along with his wife moth-
er and two children,” said the
DCP.

Continued on Page 2
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The Congress on Sunday
announced that it would

launch a nationwide ‘Bharat
Jodo Yatra’ from Kanyakumari
to Kashmir on the occasion of
Gandhi Jayanti on October 2,
this year. Party president Sonia
Gandhi, former chief Rahul
Gandhi besides all the senior
leaders will take part in the
yatra to give a fresh lease of life
to the party. 

The Grand Old Party
which concluded its three-day
‘Nav Sankalp Chintan Shivir’ in
Udaipur on Sunday also
announced wide-ranging
organisational reforms to make
the party battle-ready for the
next round of Assembly elec-
tions and the Lok Sabha polls
in 2024.

The party stressed on
wider representation to those
under 50 years of age and
enforcing ‘one person, one
post’ and ‘one family, one tick-
et’ rules with riders. In its
Udaipur Declaration adopted
after rigorous deliberations at
the ‘Nav Sankalp Chintan
Shivir’, the Congress also decid-
ed to set up three new depart-
ments: Public insight, election
management and national
training. 

Congress president Sonia
Gandhi announced that a task
force would be set up to initi-
ate organisational reforms.

Rahul stepped up his
attack on the Narendra Modi
Government, urging the party
members to sweat it out to pre-
vent further damage to the
nation from the divisive nature
of the incumbent regime and
the ideology of the RSS. 

Rahul said he was ready to
undertake the pad yatra (foot
march) and urged the party-
men to knock on every door of
the country where they will
find a Congress connect. 

“I have no qualms in
admitting that we have lost the
connection to the grassroots

but neither have we lost hope
nor have the people of this
country who are fed up with
the existing divisive kind of
regime. We will sweat it out and
I believe every Congress leader
and worker believes in the
same. I am with you in every
fight to resurrect the party
and bring the nation back on
the path of development and
peace for which the Congress
is known ever since it fought
for Independence,” Rahul said
amidst a huge round of
applause from the gathering. 

Continued on Page 2
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New Delhi: Russian President
Vladimir Putin is “seriously ill”
and it is an “element” of what
is happening in Ukraine, said
a former British spy. “It’s not
clear exactly what this illness is
- whether it’s incurable or ter-
minal, or whatever. 

But certainly, I think it’s
part of the equation,” he 
said.

Christopher Steele, who
wrote a dossier on Donald
Trump and alleged Russian
interference in the 2016 US
election campaign, told Sky
News: “Certainly, from what
we’re hearing from sources in
Russia and elsewhere, is that

Putin is, in fact, quite serious-
ly ill.”

Meanwhile, an oligarch
with close ties to the Russian
leader has reportedly been
recorded as saying “Putin is
very ill with blood cancer”. 

In a recording obtained by
a US magazine New Lines, the
unnamed oligarch was heard
discussing Putin’s health with a
Western venture 
capitalist.

Speculations around the
Russian President’s health
intensified since the Ukraine
war as the leaders appeared
frail at public events including
the Victory Day celebrations
last week. 

In the photos and videos
doing the rounds on social
media, Putin had a thick green
cover draped over his legs as he
sat among Second World War
veterans and senior dignitaries
to watch a military parade in
Moscow’s Red Square.

Continued on Page 2
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Devasahayam Pillai, who
embraced Christianity in

the 18th century, was on
Sunday declared a saint by
Pope Francis at the Vatican,
becoming the first Indian lay-
man to be canonised.

Devasahayam was recom-
mended for the process of
Beatification by the Vatican in
2004, at the request of the
Kottar diocese, Tamil Nadu
Bishops’ Council and the
Conference of Catholic Bishops
of India. 

Pope Francis canonised
Blessed Devasahayam Pillai
along with nine others during
a Canonisation Mass in St
Peter’s Basilica in the Vatican.

Detailed Report on P 9
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Flamingos descending in
thousands on the wetland

areas of Navi Mumbai is a com-
mon sight between November
and May, but environmentalists
and lovers of the pink-winged
guests are thrilled as a record
1.33 lakh migratory birds have
been sighted during 2021-22.

No wonder that ahead of
the World Migratory Bird Day
(WMBFD) celebrated on
Saturday, Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray at a State
Cabinet meeting held on
Thursday cleared for submis-
sion to the Centre the propos-
al for designating the biodi-
versity-rich Thane Creek
Flamingo Sanctuary (TCFS)
in Thane-Navi Mumbai belt as
a Ramsar site as per the Ramsar
Convention on Wetlands.

The Ramsar Convention
on Wetlands of International
Importance Especially as

Waterfowl Habitat is an inter-
national treaty for the conser-
vation and sustainable use of
wetlands. Also known as the

Convention on Wetlands, it is
named after the city of Ramsar
in Iran, where the convention
was signed in 1971.

If approved by the Centre,
TCFS — spread over 1,690.5
hectares — will be the first such
wetland site in Mumbai
Metropolitan Region (MMR)
and the third in Maharashtra to
be designated as a Ramsar site
of international importance
under the Ramsar Convention.

Himself a wildlife and
aerial photographer and a nat-
uralist, Uddhav is keen on
TCFS being declared as a
Ramsar site. His son and State
Environment Minister Aaditya
Thackeray — who had cleared
the proposal on December 9
last for final approval by the
Chief Minister — is pushing for
declaration of TCFS as a
Ramsar site.

Between November and
May every year, pink-winged
guests flock the mudflats,
creeks and wetlands of MMR
in vast numbers, mostly for
feeding purposes from breed-
ing sites in the Gujarat region

as well as Iran. Migration from
breeding ground starts after the
monsoon when water-filled
regions start drying up.

Thousands of people from
Mumbai and neighbouring
areas throng parts of TCFS and
other creek areas in MMR to
catch a glimpse of the sea of
pink in the wetland areas. 

The State Government's
decision to send a proposal to
the Centre to designate the
TCFS as a Ramsar site as per
the Ramsar Convention on
Wetlands could not have come
at more appropriate time than
now when informed
researchers from the Bombay
Natural History Society
(BNHS), a pan-India wildlife
research organisation which
has been monitoring, tracking
and tagging flamingos since
2018, have recorded highest-
ever 1.33 lakh of flamingos in
MMR during 2021-22.

Continued on Page 2
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Dishing out a performance
for the ages, India’s men’s

badminton team lifted the
Thomas Cup title with a com-
manding 3-0 win over power-
house Indonesia on Sunday, a
historic triumph that will
enhance country’s status in the
sport.

World Championships
medallist Lakshya Sen,
Kidambi Srikanth and doubles
players Chirag Shetty and
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy deliv-
ered when it mattered the
most, as they stunned the 14-
time champions to win the
prestigious team championship
for first time ever.

An incredible week cul-
minated in a fitting manner for
Indian badminton as the coun-
try had never reached the sum-
mit clash of the world’s most
prestigious team event before.

The underdog Indian side
had not even reached the last-
four stage since 1979 and ended
up upsetting formidable
Malaysia and Denmark en
route the summit clash.

After being off-colour in
the knockout stages, young
Sen handed India a 1-0 lead
with a come-from-behind 8-21
21-17 21-16 win over world
number five Anthony Sinisuka
Ginting in a superb show of

temperament and skill.
“Being 3-4 points down

didn’t matter because I knew I
was going to play from the bet-
ter end and I can open up and
he will be under pressure,”
said Sen after the tie.

“This one is for the team
they have been backing me
throughout. I have played well
but not got the results. I’m
happy that I pulled the first set
for the team,” he added.

The country’s best doubles

pair of Rankireddy and Shetty
then showed nerves of steel as
it saved four match points in
the second game to eventually
outwit Mohammad Ahsan and
Kevin Sanjaya Sukamuljo 18-21
23-21 21-19.

In the second singles,
Srikanth outclassed Asian
games gold medallist Jonatan
Christie 21-15 23-21 in 48
minutes to seal the historic vic-
tory. The superlative show
earned the Indian team a hand-
some one core reward from the
sports ministry .

Continued on Page 2

New Delhi: Sports Minister
Anurag Thakur on Sunday
announced a cash award of
�1 crore to the Indian men’s
badminton team which cre-
ated history by winning the
coveted Thomas Cup title
for the first time. 
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Taking strong exception to
the killings of two Sikhs in

Peshawar, India on Sunday
registered protest on the tar-
geted killings of the minority
community in Pakistan.
Incidentally Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif condemned the
incident and promised to pun-
ish the culprits.

Reacting to the killings, the
Ministry of External Affairs
spokesperson Arindam Bagchi
said here on Sunday that India
expects that the Pakistani
Government would look after
the safety, security and well-
being of its minority commu-
nities.

Continued on Page 2
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In a politically significant
development, the Bharatiya

Kisan Union (BKU) on Sunday
expelled its firebrand leader
Rakesh Tikait, the face of the
farmers' protest in 2020.

Apart from Rakesh Tikait,
his brother Naresh Tikait has
also been removed from the
post of BKU's national presi-
dent. 

Farmer leader Rajesh Singh
Chauhan has replaced Naresh
Tikait and has been elected as
the new BKU (Apolitical) chief. 

Chauhan was elected as the
new BKU chief in a meeting on
Sunday. Rakesh Tikait tried
hard to persuade the farmers to

remain united and not to float
a new organisation but the
farmers' leaders opposed to
political activities refused to
budge. 

The meeting was organised
to commemorate the death
anniversary of Mahendra Singh
Tikait, the founder of BKU.

Chauhan asserted that the
farmers' body would not work
for any political party. He
announced the formation of a
new faction, Bhartiya Kisan
Union (Apolitical). 

The farmers’ meeting also
elected Harnam Singh Verma
as the state president of the
BKU (A) and Mangeram Tyagi
as national vice-president.

The Tikaits have been
accused by farmer leaders of
playing politics, and working in
the interests of a political party.

With the ouster of the
Tikaits, the organisation, which
was responsible for spear-
heading and leading the farm-
ers’ protest against the three
farm laws for nearly a year has
been divided into two fac-
tions.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here on Sunday, Chauhan
remarked that a lot of hard
work had been put in to create
the unified Bhartiya Kisan
Union, which was formed to
safeguard the interests of the
farmers. The organisation
under the Tikaits was turned
into a “political zone”, he added.

"Today our organisation
held a meeting. Our new
organisation's name will be
Bharatiya Kisan Union
(Apolitical). We have no com-
ment on Rakesh Tikait, or
Naresh Tikait; they can keep
doing what they want to do.
The BKU was turned into a
political zone. It was inspired
by electoral politics," the BKU
(A) chief said.

He added, "We spoke to
Rakesh Tikait and expressed
our concerns. We did a lot of
hard work to create BKU, but
he asked us to support one
party. We object to that. Our
motive is to look into the prob-
lems of farmers. We will not
work for any party."

After the farmers’ protest

fizzled out with the repeal of
the three farm laws, Rakesh
Tikait was spotted campaign-
ing for political parties. As the
spokesperson of the farmers'
outfit, Tikait's alleged political
affiliations had raised eye-
brows. In March 2021, he had
gone to campaign for the
Trinamool Congress (TMC)
in West Bengal's Nandigram
and Kolkata in April last year.

The Bharatiya Janata Party
had alleged that “background
support” was voiced by
Mamata Banerjee to Tikait-led
farmers' protest.

In Uttar Pradesh, his elder
brother Naresh Tikait, while
addressing the people, said
that he hoped that the state
would support the Samajwadi
Party-Rashtriya Lok Dal coali-
tion candidates in the UP
assembly elections.

Although Rakesh Tikait
vowed to go to UP voters with
the slogan of  ‘Defeat BJP', he
did a complete U-turn after the
party's victory and asserted
that the people's wish was
paramount.
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Denying that his party had
any plans to separate

Mumbai from Maharashtra,
former chief minister and
senior BJP leader Devendra
Fadnavis said here on Sunday
that his party wanted to “sep-
arate” Mumbai from the “cor-
ruption” of the Shiv Sena which
rules the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation
(BMC).

Virtually launching the
BJP’s campaign for the BMC
polls to be held in September-
October this year, Fadnavis hit
out at chief minister and Shiv
Sena president Uddhav
Thackeray for his “allegation”
that his party wanted to sepa-
rate Mumbai from
Maharashtra. “No one can sep-
arate Mumbai from
Maharashtra. All we want to do
is to separate Mumbai from the
corruption and misconduct of

the Shiv Sena which rules the
BMC,” he said.

Addressing a rally of North
Indian community at
Goregaon in north Mumbai
Mumbai, Fadnavis said that if
late Shiv Sena chief Balasaheb
Thackeray, if he were to be
alive, would have been pained
to see that during his son's rule
reciting Hanuman Chalisa
would be a sedition and going
to Aurangzeb’s tomb would be
a protocol. 

Vowing to bring down the
“Babri” and "Lanka of corrup-
tion" of the three-party MVA
government comprising Shiv
Sena, NCP and Congress,
Fadnavis retaliated to the alle-
gations made against him by
Uddhav at the rally that the lat-
ter addressed in Mumbai on
Saturday evening.

Slamming Uddhav for ridi-
culing him that he (Fadnavis)
might have gone to Ayodhya for
his school or college picnic and

that if he had tried to climb the
Masjid the structure would
have collapsed under his weight,
Fadnavis said: “Yes I had gone
to Ayodhya to bring down. In
February 1992, I became a cor-
porator and in July the same
year I became an Advocate. I
had gone to Ayodhya with slo-
gans like Lathi, goli kayenge,
mandir waye banayenge. I am
proud that I had gone to
Ayodhya then”.

Wondering as to why
Uddhav felt insulted when he
said that no Sena leaders were
present at Babri Masjid at that
time, Fadnavis used a lyrics of
a film to take a dig at the chief
minister.| “Aare main Ayodha
jaa raha tha, Main tho Babri
Gira raha tha, mandir bana
raha tha, thuje mirchi lagi tho
main kya karu?”        

Replying to Uddhav’s
charge that if he (Fadnavis) had
tried to climb the masjid, the
structure would have collapsed

under his weight, “Now I weigh
102 kgs, I was weighing 128
kgs…Yes I was in Babri and I
was in Budaun jail….we were
just waiting where were they,
when they would come....let me
tell him in the language he
understands....if my FSI is now
1.5, then it was 2.5....Yes, I was
very much there."

“No doubt Balsaheb
Thackeray was a wagh (tiger)
but today there is only one tiger
....(Prime Minister) Narendra
Modi,” he said, accusing the
Shiv Sena of faking Hindutva. 

He said that BJP would
undertake 'kar seva' time and
again when it came to protect-
ing Hindu culture and tradi-
tions. 

Refuting Thackeray's
charge that BJP was behaving
like a jilted lover, Fadnavis
said: "In fact, you took our
property, ran away and married
someone else...even while there
was no official divorce".
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Aday after she was arrested
for sharing an objection-

able and derogatory post on
Facebook against NCP
founder-President Sharad
Pawar, a Mumbai magistrate’s
court in Thane on Sunday
remanded Marathi actress
Ketaki Chitale in police custody
till Wednesday.

Twenty-nine-year-old
Ketki, who was arrested by the
Thane Crime branch police
from Kalamboli in Navi
Mumbai on Saturday evening,
was produced before a holiday
court at Thane, which sent to
police custody till May 18.

Though the objectionable
Facebook post shared by the
actress did not mention the
NCP chief ’s full name, it
referred to him through his
surname as Pawar and men-
tioned his age as 80 years. The
FB post, which described
Pawar as “a mosquito”, carried

comments like "hell is waiting"
and "you hate Brahmins". The
tweet mentioned the name of
Advocate Nitin Bhave.

Acting on a complaint
lodged by one Swapnil Netke,
the police had registered a
case against Ketki under sec-
tions 500 (defamation), 501
(printing or engraving matter
known to be defamatory), 505
(2) (making, publishing or cir-
culating any statement, rumour
or report promoting enmity,
hatred or ill will between class-
es), 153 A (spreading dishar-
mony among people) of the
IPC.

Incidentally, Chitale has
been booked under three FIRs
by as many police stations in
Thane, Pune, Pimpri.

Chitale, who is known for
her controversial posts on
social media, earned the wrath
of the NCP women workers,
who hurled ink at her while she
was being taken to a police jeep
at Kalmboli in Navi Mumbai.

Chitale was manhandled and
some ink fell on her hand and
clothes.

The post shared by Ketki
was the second objectionable
post against Pawar that has fig-
ured in the social media for the
past few days. Earlier on May
11, one Nikhil Bhamre put out
a camouflaged “death threat”
against the NCP chief. The
tweet read thus: Time has come
for the ‘Gandhi’ of Baramati…
And for Baramati to prepare a
Nathuram Godse.... Baramati
Uncle apologise”. The tweet
was “liked” and “re-tweeted” by
scores of twitter users.

Nikhil Bhamre ( 23), phar-
macy student, was also arrest-
ed on Saturday for allegedly
sharing objectionable social
media posts about Pawar.

Bhamre  has also been
booked under sections 153A,
500, 501, 504 (intentional insult
to provoke breach of peace)
and 506 (criminal intimida-
tion) of IPC.
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Stating that Uttar Pradesh in
the last five years had suc-

ceeded in providing a safe and
secure environment to the
investors, Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath said
that the state had become the
favourite destination of the
investors and was emerging as
the leading economy of the
country.

While launching develop-
ment projects of Gorakhpur
Industrial Development
Authority (GIDA) worth Rs
143.69 crore and handing over
land allotment letters to the
investors in Gorakhpur on
Sunday, the chief minister said,
“Uttar Pradesh is moving
rapidly towards achieving
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s target of making India
a $ 5 trillion economy by 2024.”

“Prime Minister Narendra

Modi has set an ambitious tar-
get of making India a $ 5 tril-
lion economy. Uttar Pradesh,
with the largest population, will
play an important role in this.
This could be made possible
only when the state’s economy
becomes a $ 1 trillion dollar
one,” Yogi Adityanath said.

The chief minister said
that during the first term of his
government, investment pro-
posals worth more than Rs 3
lakh crore were put on the
ground. He said on June 3,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
would lay the foundation
stones for investment projects
worth more than Rs 75,000
crore in the state's third
groundbreaking ceremony.

The chief minister said
that along with big industrial
projects, the government was
working to bring prosperity in
the lives of lakhs of people by
including traditional and local

products in One District One
Product scheme and running
Vishwakarma Shram Samman
Yojana for traditional crafts-
men. Yogi said that Gorakhpur,
which was once infamous due
to criminals and backwardness,
was scripting a new story of
development. 

“A lot of offers from indus-
tries are being received here.
Such proposals and develop-
ment work will generate
numerous employment oppor-
tunities for the youth. The
GIDA was established 40 years
ago, however, the development
started only when the Bharatiya
Janata Party formed the gov-
ernment in Uttar Pradesh,” he
said.

It is noteworthy that an
investment of over Rs 1,000
crore is proposed by the new
investors, through which about
2,700 new job opportunities
will be created.
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In a tragic incident, four
drowned in the river Ganga

in Bhadohi on Sunday morn-
ing.

Five youths bathing in the
river Ganga started drowning
on Sunday morning. While
one of these youths was res-
cued, the remaining four were
still missing and were feared
dead. Divers were searching for
the youths.

The incident took place in
Bihrojpur Ganga ghat in
Gopiganj Kotwali area. Some
youths hailing from Kaulapur
village had gone to take bath in
the river on Sunday morning.
While taking bath, five youths
went into deep water and sud-
denly started drowning. A local
woman who was also taking
bath threw a sari after she heard
screams of the victims. She
managed to save one of the
youths identified as Ashish
Mishra, while the remaining
four youths drowned in the
river. The cops were trying to
fish out the bodies at the time
of filing the report.

In another incident, a
farmer was electrocuted to
death in Jalesar police station
area of Etah district on Sunday.
Station House Officer of Jalesar
police station, Irfan Khan, said
that in Nagla Dhaniram village,
a 35-year-old farmer, Yogesh,
had gone to his tube well to
water his field and as soon as
he switched on the pump, he
came in contact with a live wire
and was electrocuted.

According to Khan, the
policemen who reached the
spot on getting information,
registered a case 
and sent the body for post-
mortem.

Pankaj Thakur, the dis-
trict president of the Bharatiya
Kisan Union (BKU), who
reached the village on getting
information of the farmer's
death, demanded financial
assistance for the victim's fam-
ily. Thakur also complained of
the problem of high voltage in
the area which often damaged
submersible pumps, lights of
houses and other electronic
gadgets of the farmers and
local residents.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will arrive here to

interact with Uttar Pradesh
ministers at Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath's residence in
Lucknow on Monday.

Modi is also scheduled to
visit Kushinagar where he will
attend a programme organised
at Mahanirvana Stupa on the
occasion of Buddha Purnima
the same day. 

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Saturday visited
Kushinagar and reviewed
preparations for the prime
minister’s tour.

An official spokesman con-
firmed that the prime minister
is scheduled to meet the UP
council of ministers at  the chief
minister's residence in
Lucknow. Uttar Pradesh min-
isters have recently concluded
their visits to all the 18 divisions
of the state.

Modi's interaction with the

Uttar Pradesh ministers may
centre on the progress of imple-
mentation of development pro-
grammes and schemes at the
grassroots level in various dis-
tricts and divisions.

The chief minister issued
directives to administrative
and police officers at a meeting
held at Kushinagar interna-
tional airport. He said all the
preparations should be com-
pleted in time. He went to
Mahaparinirvana temple,
offered prayers and reviewed
the arrangements there as well.
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From Page 1
Sen gave a terrific display

of his mental fortitude as he
recovered from the opening
game reversal to outwit his
higher-ranked opponent. It
was his second win in as many
career meetings against
Ginting. The match was fast-
paced with the two players pro-
ducing angled returns in the
rallies to put each other in awk-
ward positions.

At the break, Ginting was
11-7 up and it was a one-way
traffic thereafter as the
Indonesian easily walked away
with the first game. After the
change of sides, Lakshya played
better and led 7-4 before enter-
ing the break with four-point
advantage.        

Ginting mounted his attack
to narrow the lead to 11-12 but
Sen kept a tight grip on the ral-
lies and grabbed five game
points and took the match to
the decider.

Sen continued to engage
his rival in rallies but Ginting
rode on his precision to make
it 5-1. The Indian showed great
temperament as he slowly
scripted a comeback, cutting
the lead to 6-8.

From Page 1

He said on the day of the
incident, a sales motivational
programme was conducted by
the company at 4 pm and all
employees had gathered on
the second floor.

“After the fire broke out,
many people got stuck and
couldn’t come out due to smoke
and fire inside the building.
There was only one exit point
at the back side of the building,”
said the DCP.

“Lakra was at his residence
on the top floor when the fire
broke out and he escaped
through the adjacent building
with his wife and children,” said
the police. The local people and
firefighters rescued 50-60 peo-
ple while 27 charred bodies
were recovered after the situa-
tion was brought under control.

An First Information
report (FIR) under sections 304

(Punishment for culpable
homicide not amounting to
murder), 308 (Attempt to com-
mit culpable homicide), 120
(Concealing design to commit
offence punishable with
impris-onment) and 34 (Acts
done by several persons in
furtherance of common inten-
tion) of the Indian Penal Code
IPC was registered and Harish
Goel and Varun Goel, owner of
the company, were arrested. 

However, the owner of the
building Lakra was absconding
after the incident. The Goel
brothers’ company from where
the fire is suspected to have
started had been on the
premises since 2017.

“A police team was formed
to trace and nab Lakra, who
had given the building on rent
to Goel brothers. Multiple raids
were conducted in Delhi and
Haryana by the police teams,”
said the DCP.
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From Page 1
The two Sikh business-

men — Saljeet Singh (42) and
Ranjeet Singh (38) — were shot
dead on Sunday by unidenti-
fied gunmen in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

“We have seen the reports
on the brutal killing of two Sikh
traders by unidentified armed
men in Peshawar. Sadly, this is
not the first such case or a rare
occurrence,” Bagchi said.

He said “grave concerns”
have been expressed by various
quarters of the Indian civil
society and the Sikh commu-
nity at this shocking and
deplorable incident.

“We have registered our
strong protest with the
Government of Pakistan on
continued targeting of mem-
bers of the minority commu-
nity in Pakistan,” Bagchi said.
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On her part, Sonia Gandhi said, “We will launch a nation-

al Kanyakumari to Kashmir Bharat Jodo Yatra beginning on
Gandhi Jayanti this year. All of us will participate in it. The Yatra
is to strengthen the bonds of social harmony that are under stress,
to preserve the foundational values of our Constitution that are
under assault and to highlight the day-to-day concerns of crores
of our people.”

The party, through its Udaipur declaration, also decided that
no person should hold one party position for more than five years
in order to give an opportunity to new people. The party has also
decided to provide 50 per cent representation to those below 50
years of age at all levels of the organisation.
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Putin, in a black bomber jacket, was also spotted coughing
and was the only person among his group who needed additional
coverings to combat the relatively mild 9-degree Celsius weath-
er, reported The Independent.

The Russian oligarch says in the recording that Putin had
surgery on his back linked to his blood cancer shortly before
ordering the invasion of Ukraine. The President has gone “crazy”,
he adds. Recently, a video meeting between Putin and Russian
Defence minister Sergei Shoigu, showed him tightly clutching
the table, not letting go for the entirety of the 12-minute clip.
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From Page 1

“The bus caught fire on its
way from Katra to Jammu.
The cause of fire is not con-
firmed yet,” Singh had told
reporters at the scene of the
incident, adding a forensic
team is looking into the cause
of fire.

Meanwhile, J&K BJP Unit
Chief, Ravinder Raina, who
was leading the delegation
along with general secretary
(Organisation) Ashok Koul
expressed concerns over the
killing of innocents and hand-
ed over a memorandum to the
Lt Governor.

Referring to the demand of
posting in safer areas, the Lt-
Governor gave an assurance to
the BJP delegation that all the
PM package employees will be
posted at secure District and
Tehsil Headquarters and
Jammu Kashmir Police will
ensure adequate security of
employees and 
their family 
members.
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The BNHS' annual flamin-
go monitoring exercise was
undertaken this year in the
month of March-April for the
first time since 2018 owing to
successive lockdowns due to the
Covid-19 pandemic in 2020
and 2021. "Approximately
1,33,000 flamingos were
observed this year (during
April) across the Thane Creek
Flamingo Sanctuary (TCFS),
Sewri-Nhava and adjacent
zones In comparison, 1,03,000
flamingos were spotted in 2020-
21 (during February), 96,400
during 2019-20 (February), and
1,20,000 during 2018-19
(March)," Rahul Khot, deputy
director, BNHS, said.

According to Khot, the
number of lesser flamingos from
December 2021-March 2022
has been 65,000 at wetland areas
of TCFS, 25,000 at Sewri and
9000 at Nhava. The population
of this species has witnessed a
marginal increase across all three
locations this year.
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In Manesar's Karma Lake
Land Field, the

'Givemetreestrust' an NGO
under the sustainable planta-
tion campaign of 'Peepal Baba'
— who has developed the
world's largest Peepal-Banyan
plant nursery — has launched
a tree-planting campaign. 

Under the initiative plants
including Peepal-Banyan plant-
ed in mountains, vacant fields,
parks, unused and non-fertile
places of villages as well as on
the banks of roads, rivers and
streams, etc. 

The volunteers of Peepal
Baba's trust have planted lakhs
of saplings so far. Plants pre-
pared from the nursery locat-
ed at Karma Lake land site of
Manesar have been helped to
develop green belts in other
cities of the National Capital

Region (NCR) including
Gurugram. Spread over an area
of 55 thousand square kilome-
tres, plants are now providing
lifesaving green cover for citi-
zens of Delhi and NCR where
approx about 50 million pop-
ulation live here."Gurugram,
Noida and Greater Noida of
NCR region are the fastest

expanding cities of India, that
is, built of concrete. In such a
situation, the expansion of
greenery is necessary here. 

Apart from promoting
greenery in the mountain areas
of Gurugram, the Sorkha vil-
lage of Noida has also been

developed as 'Green', which is
unique," Peepal Baba
explained. The Noida admin-
istration has prepared a plan to
develop a big 'green belt' with
the financial help of HCL to
purify the air (oxygen) for the
city. The responsibility of get-

ting it done was given to the
NGO of Peepal Baba. "During
the last six years my environ-
mental volunteers have estab-
lished a huge urban forest area
of 70 thousand trees in this
deserted area of Sorkha village,"
he said.
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Delhi Lieutenant Governor Anil Baijal on
Sunday gave nod to magisterial inquiry into

the recent fire tragedy in Outer Delhi’s Mundka
area which claimed the lives of 27 people.
According to officials, the District magistrate
(West) will probe lapses on the part of the con-
cerned departments and agencies, recommend
action against the erring officials and fix
responsibility. The DM will also suggest reme-
dial measures to prevent such tragedies in future,
the officials said.

According to the officials, the file on the
probe has been approved by the LG. The terms
of reference of the inquiry include ascertaining
the circumstances and the cause of the fire. "The
probe will also ascertain lapses on the part of
the concerned departments and agencies and
their officers in relation to their expected roles.
It will fix responsibility of the concerned offi-
cials for the lapses and recommend action
against erring officials, individuals and agencies,"
the officials said.

“The probe will also suggest remedial mea-
sures to prevent such tragedies in future. As part
of the inquiry, the DM will also ascertain if there
was any violation of laws,” the officials added. 

The fire, one of the deadliest in recent years,
ripped through a four-storey building in outer
Delhi's Mundka area on May 13. It started on
the first floor of the building due to a suspect-

ed explosion in an AC, according to fire officials.
Nineteen people are still missing.

The magisterial probe into the incident was
announced by Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
when he visited the spot on Saturday. The Delhi
government has announced a compensation of
Rs 10 lakh each for the kin of deceased and Rs
50,000 for those injured in fire. Earlier on
Sunday, the Delhi Police arrested the owner of
the building following multiple raids in the
national capital and Haryana.
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The Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal will on

Monday hold a key meeting of
Aam Aadmi Party’s legislators
on the anti-encroachment drive
by the BJP-ruled civic bodies in
different parts of the city.

The three civic bodies have
been carrying out demolitions
in several parts of Delhi,
including Shaheen Bagh,
Madanpur Khadar, New
Friends’ Colony, Mangolpuri,
Karol Bagh, Khyala, and Lodhi
Colony. The meeting will begin
at 11 am at Kejriwal's official
residence in Civil Lines during
which a strategy will be chalked
out to counter the BJP over the
demolition drive, officials said
on Sunday. 

Earlier, the meeting was
scheduled for Saturday but was
cancelled following massive
fire in a building in Mundka in
which 27 people have died.
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Aman was sentenced to 45-
day imprisonment by the

Delhi High Court for commit-
ting contempt of court. The
court observed that the demo-
cratic fabric of society would
suffer if respect for the judiciary
is undermined. 

Justice Subramonium
Prasad also imposed a fine of
Rs 2,000 on the contemnor
who demolished a boundary
wall which was built by the
petitioner pursuant to a High
Court order.

According to the court
order dated May 13, "Keeping
in view the contumacious con-
duct of the Respondent
No.1/Contemnor, this court
sentences the Respondent
No.1/Contemnor, who is pre-
sent in Court today, to under-
go 45 days of simple impris-

onment along with a fine of Rs
2,000. The Respondent
No.1/Contemnor is directed
to be taken in custody forth-
with.”

The contemnor tendered
an unconditional apology to
the court for his conduct while
claiming that there is a dispute
between him and the petition-
er regarding the demarcation of
their properties which are sit-
uated next to each other and,
therefore, the demolition of the
petitioner's boundary wall was
conducted because he was
under the misconception that
the wall had been constructed
on his land. 

Justice Prasad opined that
the purpose of contempt juris-
diction is to uphold the majesty
and dignity of the courts of law
and court orders cannot be
flouted by using strong arm
tactics. 


�	������������� ���	
���


Following the massive fire in adjoining Delhi
that claimed at least 27 lives, Gautam Buddh

Nagar’s Police Commissioner, Alok Singh, has put
firefighters on alert.

“In view of the massive fire that broke out in
a CCTV factory in Delhi, the CP has directed the
fire officials to be alert to deal with any situation,”
a police spokesperson said.

“The firefighters have also been instructed to
go to schools, colleges, private companies etc. And
hold mock drills in order to spread awareness
about controlling a fire in case of any incident and
preventing loss of life," the official said. 

Fire Service officials from Ecotech 3 station
on Saturday held mock drills at multiple firms in
Greater Noida. They also engaged the staff and
security personnel of the firms to inform them
about the measures to be taken in case of a fire,
the spokesperson said.

During the mock drills, the firefighters also
taught the firm employees and security person-
nel techniques to handle and use basic firefight-
ing equipment as a first responder to any emer-
gency, the official added.

More such mock drills are being held in other
parts of Noida and Greater Noida, and will con-
tinue in the future, according to officials.
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Ateam of Delhi Police offi-
cials on Sunday reached

Jaipur to arrest Rohit Joshi,
Rajasthan Minister Mahesh
Joshi's son who is accused of
rape and has now been asked
to appear before them by May
18.

“A police team of officers
on Sunday reached Jaipur in
connection with the case to
nab Joshi who has been
absconding. Police teams are
conducting a search to locate
and trace him,” said a senior
police official. 

This comes days after a 23-
year-old woman from Jaipur

has alleged in Delhi that Rohit,
the son of Rajasthan Minister
for Public Health Engineering,
raped her on multiple occa-
sions over a year, following
which the Delhi Police has reg-
istered a zero FIR initially. A
zero FIR can be registered
anywhere in the country.

The Delhi Police team vis-
ited Joshis' under construction
residence in Sen Colony, Jaipur,
where it glued a notice for
Rohit.

"You are hereby informed
that a case has been registered
against you at PS Sadar Bazar,
Delhi. You are hereby directed
to appear before the under-
signed and to join investigation
by May 18 at 1.00 pm at PS
Sadar Bazar along with any rel-
evant record/document avail-
able with you," the notice
states.

The team did not visit the
official residence of Minister
Mahesh Joshi. In her com-
plaint, the woman had alleged
that she was raped on several

occasions between January 8
last year and April 17 this year.
Later, the Delhi Police con-
verted the zero FIR into a reg-
ular FIR since the allegations
of commission of sexual assault
committed in Sadar Bazar
police station jurisdiction has
also been mentioned.

The case was registered on
May 8 at a police station in
North District under sections
376 (rape), 328 (causing hurt
by means of poison, etc., with
intent to commit an offence),
312 (causing miscarriage), 366
(kidnapping, abducting or
inducing woman to compel her
marriage, etc), 377 (unnatur-
al offences) and 506 (criminal
intimidation) of the Indian
Penal Code, the police said.    

The woman had said she
developed friendship with
Rohit Joshi on Facebook last
year and since then they have
been in contact. 

The two met in Jaipur first
and he allegedly invited her to
Sawai Madhopur on January 8,

2021.
During their first meeting,

she alleged, he spiked her
drink and took advantage of it.
When she woke up the next
morning, he showed her naked
photographs and videos which
worried her, reads the FIR.

Mentioning about anoth-
er meeting, she had alleged that
Rohit Joshi had also once met
her in Delhi and forced him-
self upon her. “Rohit made me
stay at a hotel where he got our
names registered as husband
and wife. 

He then promised to
marry me...But then he got
drunk and abused me...He
would beat me up and make
obscene videos of me. He
would threaten to upload them
and make them viral...," the
woman alleged. The com-
plainant further stated in FIR
that on August 11, 2021, she
found out that she was preg-
nant with his baby and alleged
that he forced her up take a pill
but she didn't.
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Heatwave continues to rat-
tle the national Capital, as

Delhi on Sunday witnessed
the maximum temperature of
45.6 degrees Celsius which is
five notches warmer than the
normal temperature for this
time of the year.

The minimum tempera-
ture recorded at the Safdarjung
Observatory was 25 degrees
Celsius, which was normal for
this season. The relative
humidity on Sunday morning
at 8:30 was recorded at 40 per
cent and 15 per cent in the
evening at 5:30. 

The weather stations at
Ridge, Ayanagar, Mungeshpur,
Najafgarh, Pitampura, Palam,
and Lodhi Road recorded max-
imum temperatures of 47.2
degrees Celsius, 46.8 degrees
Celsius, 49.2 degrees Celsius,
49.1 degrees Celsius, 47.3
degrees Celsius, 46.4 degrees
Celsius and 45.8 degrees Celsius
respectively, according to India
Meteorological Department
(IMD).No respite for the peo-

ple of the capital city as the IMD
predicted that no significant
change in maximum tempera-
tures over many parts of
Northwest and Central India
during the next 24 hours and fall
by 2-4 degrees Celsius during
the subsequent two days.“No
significant change in maximum
temperatures over Gujarat dur-
ing next days and rise by 2-3
degree celsius,” said IMD. 

The peak power demand in
the national capital on Saturday
cloaked at 6380 MW.
According to the sources in dis-
coms, the Delhi power demand
cloaked 6380 MW at 12 mid-
night. The city’s peak power
demand broke the record on
Friday. It not only clocked the
season’s highest of 6829 MW at
11:25 pm, but also the highest
ever in the month of May.
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Delhi Congress leaders and
workers on Sunday staged

a demonstration outside the
BJP Headquarters against the
"demolition" drives conducted
by civic bodies in the national
Capital. 

They (Congress leaders)
said the saffron party is doing
"Bulldozer Politics of hate" by
targeting the poor people and
razing their houses and shops
in a selective manner, to
destroy their lives and liveli-
hoods. 

The Congress workers
marched towards the BJP
Headquarters, shouting slo-
gans and holding placards and
banners, such as “Atikraman To
Bahaana Hai, Gareebon Par
Bulldozer  Chalaana hai”,
“Bulldozer  Ne Kari Tabaahi,
Janata Kar Rahi Traahi-Traahi”
and “Bulldozer ka Macha
Bavaal, Chup Kyon Modi-
Kejariwal” etc.According to
the vice-chairman of commu-

nications of the Delhi
Congress, Parvez Alam, "BJP-
ruled municipal corporations
in Delhi are conducting these
drives to demolish houses and
shops of poor people, and
Congress workers will keep
protesting till it is stopped." 

Former Congress MP
Ramesh Kumar and former
councilor Anil Mittar, along
with many other party workers,
participated in protest. 

The BJP is in power in
three civic bodies -- North,
South, and East -- in national
capital. The protesters alleged
that  municipalities were tar-
geting and demolishing hous-
es and shops of the poor in the
garb of anti-encroachment dri-
ves.  "The BJP-ruled MCDs are

not removing encroachments
but are demolishing houses
and establishments of the poor.
It is not right. Where were they
when this so-called encroach-
ment was being done? This
harassment of the poor has to
stop," a protestor said. 

The protest comes after a
series of anti-encroachment
drives by the three corporations
in different parts of the city,
including Shaheen Bagh,
Madanpur Khadar, New
Friends Colony, Bawana,
Rohini, Mangolpuri, Prem
Nagar in Karol Bagh,
Gokulpuri, Geeta Colony,
Lodhi Colony, Goyal Dairy,
and Janakpuri among others.
One such drive-in Shaheen
Bagh met with protests by
local people earlier this week.

The Delhi BJP president
has written to party-ruled civic
bodies for removal of
encroachments allegedly set
up by "Rohingyas and
Bangladeshis" living illegally in
city.
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With an aim to provide excellent
education with advanced infra-

structure, the South Delhi Municipal
Corporation (SDMC) on Sunday said
in association with the Non-govern-
mental Organisations (NGOs),  it
had started 125 libraries, and 73 read-
ing corners in the schools under its
jurisdiction.

The Commissioner of SDMC,
Gyanesh Bharti has shown deep inter-
est in setting up excellent libraries in
the corporation schools and bringing
about a positive change in the lives of
children by motivating them to read
good and inspirational books. 

According to the Commissioner of
SDMC, “The civic body has been
establishing well-equipped libraries
inside the school premises. 

In collaboration with NGOs-
Angelica Foundation, Room to Read,
and Katha-SDMC’s Education
Department has set up well-equipped
and readers-friendly libraries in as
many as 125 schools.”

“When a child goes through a
good book, a new door of knowledge

opens up for him.  Books in these
libraries are available for students of all
ages studying in the SDMC schools,”
Bharti said. 

“The Education Department, join-
ing hands with Angelica foundation,
has set up 56 libraries in Central Zone,
39 schools in South Zone and 30
schools in West Zone while efforts are
being made to open similar libraries
in Najafgarh Zone also,” Bharti
informed.

While informing about the places
where the libraries are made opera-
tional, Bharti said that the libraries
have been made operational in
Tughlakabad Extension, Kalkaji,
Premnagar, Ashram, etc in Central
Zone, Ambedkar Nagar, Khanpur,
Deoli, Pushp Vihar, RK Puram, etc in
South Zone and Tagore Garden,
Raghubir Nagar, Subhash Nagar, etc in
West Zone. 

He further informed that the civic
agency, with the help of an NGO, has
also developed Room to Read and
Katha, and had started 73 ‘Reading
Corners’ in the primary schools where
there is no separate room and space for
running a full-fledged library. 
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With the aim to provide a
commercial space fol-

lowing the vision of the Prime
Minister's "Ease of Doing
Business", the New Delhi
Municipal Council (NDMC)
on Sunday said that they will
construct a commercial com-
plex at Yashwant Place, in the
national Capital.

According to the Vice-
Chairman of NDMC, Satish
Upadhyay,  a good location in
the city attracts and retains the
best employees. Prominent
location decisions can signifi-
cantly boost a company's long-
term performance. Considering
this, NDMC will construct a
commercial project at Yashwant
Palace.

While giving the technical
details of the project, Upadhyay
informed that the building will
consist of three basements with
an area of 4344.60 sqm each, a
Lower ground floor with an
area of 4208.32 sqm, and a
podium ground with an area of
1159.14 sqm. “The total pro-
posed covered area of 8906.77
sqm with Floor Area Ratio
(FAR) achieved as 96.81 and the
total height of the building is
30m submitted by the
Architectural Department with
floor wise covered area,”
Upadhyay informed.

“The building will be a
provision of seven storied with
the different areas on each
floor, first floor 1131.14 sqm,
second floor 989.23 sqm, third,
fourth, and seventh floors
1163.86 sqm, 1190.49 sqm, and
782.28 sqm respectively,” he
said. “The general features and
major components of project, as
informed by Shri Upadhyay,
proposed building will be con-
structed on RCC Framed
Structure to meet all design fea-
tures, prerequisites in line to
have Griha three-star rating
including provision of Sewage
Treatment Plant (STP), dual
piping system, structural glaz-
ing, etc. 
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The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) on
Sunday blamed the Bharatitya

Janata Party (BJP) for the death of 27
people in Mundka fire incident. 

The AAP alleged that the "illegal
industrial activities" were going on in
the building as its owner Manish
Lakra enjoyed protection from the saf-
fron party leaders. Lakra was arrested
by the Delhi Police on Sunday.

Addressing a Press conference in
the national Capital, Durgesh Pathak,
the senior AAP leader also showed
some pictures in which Lakra was seen
with some BJP leaders, including for-
mer Mayor of the North Delhi
Municipal Corporation.

"The BJP is the real culprit behind
the Mundka fire tragedy. The building
owner, Lakra and BJP MP Parvesh
Verma's chacha Master Azad Singh
have deep ties. The BJP's 2015 Delhi
Assembly election's campaign office
was in this very building that caught
fire," said Pathak.

"Being a Lal-Dora area, Industrial

activities were not to be carried out in
this building. In 2016, this factory's
owners applied for a license for the
same. The MCD issued the factory
license despite being aware of it. 

But after seven-eight months peo-
ple started complaining which led to
the factory licence being cancelled in
2017," said Pathak adding that due to
the support from BJP, industrial activ-
ities continued at the site even after the
cancellation of the license.

"In 2018, the building was sealed
by a monitoring committee set up by
the Supreme Court and till date the
building is sealed on the MCD papers,
but industrial activities were being car-
ried out in the factory through a dis-
creet passage," claimed Pathak.

"If there is an individual or an
organisation to blame for the 27 inno-
cent lives that were lost in the tragic
fire, it is the BJP, its leaders, their fla-
grant corruption, and their undying
greed which had cost us so many poor
lives. I urge for a thorough investiga-
tion in the matter at the earliest," said
Pathak. 
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has car-

ried out search operations at
11 premises linked to
Bangladesh nationals and their
associates across West Bengal
and arrested a citizen of that
country, along with others,
wanted in a 10,000 crore
Bangladesh Taka bank fraud
case there.

Out of the two
Bangladeshi nationals whose
premises were searched —
Proshanta Kumar Halder and
Pritish Kumar Halder, the for-
mer was nabbed along with his
five other associates during
these searches, the ED said in
a statement here on Sunday.

Proshanta Kumar Halder
was found in the disguised
identity of an Indian citizen as
Shibshankar Halder.

During the searches, it
was revealed that he along
with his other associates fraud-

ulently obtained various gov-
ernment identities like Ration
Card from the State of West
Bengal, Indian Voter ID card,
PAN (Permanent Account
Number) and Aadhar 
card.

“The ED has ascertained
that these Bangladesh nation-
als have also managed to float
companies in India on the
basis of fraudulently obtained
identities and have even pur-
chased properties in West
Bengal,” the ED said.

It has been further
revealed that the subject case
is an offence of Cross Border
Implication under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Actas Proshanta
Kumar Halder has been found
to be accused in approxi-
mately 10,000 crore
Bangladesh Taka Bank fraud
in Bangladesh and alleged to
have siphoned off money out-
side Bangladesh to various
countries, it said.

“Besides Bangladesh and
Indian passports, he was also
found in possession of a
Grenada passport. It has also
been learnt that the Interpol
has issued a Red Corner
Notice (RCN) against
Proshanta Kumar Halder,” it
said.

The ED has arrested all the
six persons including master-
mind Proshanta Kumar
Halder alias Shibashankar
Halder under PMLA.

Besides Haldar, the other
five arrested are Swapan
Maitra alias Swapan Mistry,
Uttam Maitra alias Uttam
Mistry, Imam Hossian alias
Imon Halder,  Amana Sultana
alias Sharmee Halder and
Pranesh Kumar Halder.

All the arrested persons
were produced before the
Special Court (PMLA) which
remanded five of the accused
persons to the ED custody and
one accused to judicial cus-
tody.

�

�� ���	
���


The Border Security Force
(BSF) on Sunday said its

troops in Tripura have seized a
huge quantity of contraband
items, including 20.5 Kg of
Ganja and recused 29 cattle
heads having a combined
seizure value worth Rs
2,29,33,241 along with 10,500
Bangladeshi Taka. The force
also apprehended two notori-
ous smugglers in different
operations on Saturday and
Sunday.

“During the wee hours of
14th May 2022, on specific
Intelligence input, the troops of
Border Out Post (BOP)
Srinagar, Ex-109 Battalion, BSF
conducted a special joint oper-
ation along with Police and suc-
cessfully recovered huge con-
signment of 102 Bundles con-
taining assorted clothing items
along with one Omni van (TR
03 H 0330), one Bajaj Platina
Motorcycle (TR 08 C 9243) and
three Mobile Phones having
total seizure value amounting
to Rs. 2,22,98,000 from a

godown under Police Station-
Srinagar (Manu Bazar), Sub
Division- Sabroom, District-
South Tripura,” the BSF said in
a statement here.

The paramilitary also
apprehended two notorious
smugglers--- Madhu Data, 55,
along with his associate
Pranam Majumdar, 35.

The apprehended persons
along with seized mobile phones
have been handed over to the

police station Manu Bazar
under Sabroom subdivision of
South Tripura and remaining
seized items along with men-
tioned vehicles have been hand-
ed over to Customs- Sabroom
for further course of action, it
said. Besides this, the vigilant
troops of BSF Tripura also res-
cued 29 cattle heads and seized
20.5 Kg Ganja and other con-
traband items having collective
seizure value of Rs 6,35,241

besides 10,500/- Bangladeshi
Taka in different operations on
Indo-Bangladesh International
Borders in intervening night of
Saturday/Sunday.

“Vigilant BSF troops
deployed on the extreme fron-
tiers of the country in Tripura
State are effectively manning
the International Border and
considerably seizing various
contraband items on a regular
basis from the bordering areas,

thus successfully restricting
the trans-border illegal move-
ment of smuggling goods,” it
said. In its persistent efforts in
curbing the menace of trans-
border smuggling on the Indo-
Bangladesh International
Border, BSF Tripura is regularly
conducting ‘Special Operations’
effectively nullifying the nefar-
ious designs of syndicates
involved in such activities, it
added.
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Antibiotics are life-saving
drugs, but their indis-

criminate usage can also harm
the beneficial microbes that live
in the human gut, researchers
have said after they found that
following antibiotic treatment,
some patients are at risk of
developing inflammation or
opportunistic infections such as
Candidiasis.

And if the intestines
become damaged by
chemotherapy or surgery, then
the Candida can get out of the
gut and cause a bloodstream
infection, they said in the study
published in Cell Host and
Microbe

Gut microbiomes are gen-
erally known to carry geneti-
cally encoded strategies to sur-
vive contact with antibiotics.

But the study, led by
researchers from the University
of Birmingham in the UK and
the US National Institutes of

Health, discovered that antibi-
otics disrupt the immune sys-
tem in the intestines, meaning
that fungal infections become
poorly controlled in that area.

The team also found that
where fungal infections devel-
oped, gut bacteria were also able
to escape, leading to the addi-
tional risk of bacterial infection.
While the study, published in
Cell Host and Microbe, demon-
strated the potential for
immune-boosting drugs, the
researchers said their work also
highlights how antibiotics can
have additional effects on our
bodies that affect how we fight
infection and disease.

This in turn underscores
the importance of careful stew-
ardship of available antibiotics.

“We knew that antibiotics
make fungal infections worse,
but the discovery that bacteri-
al co-infections can also devel-
op through these interactions
in the gut was surprising. These
factors can add up to a com-

plicated clinical situation –
and by understanding these
underlying causes, doctors will
be better able to treat these
patients effectively,” said lead
author Dr. Rebecca
Drummond, fungal immunol-
ogist at Birmingham.

In the study, the team used
mice treated with a broad-
spectrum antibiotic cocktail
and then infected these animals
with Candida albicans, the
most common fungus that
causes invasive candidiasis in
humans. They found that
although infected mice had
increased mortality, this was
caused by infection in the
intestine, rather than in the kid-
neys or other organs.

In a further step, the team
pinpointed what parts of the
immune system were missing
from the gut after antibiotic
treatment, and then added
these back into the mice using
immune-boosting drugs simi-
lar to those used in humans.

They found this approach
helped reduce the severity of
the fungal infection.

The researchers followed
up the experiment by studying
hospital records, where they
were able to show that similar
co-infections might occur in
humans after they have been
treated with antibiotics.

An estimated 1.2 million
people worldwide died in 2019
from antibiotic-resistant infec-
tions, and this number is pre-
dicted to increase ten-fold by
2050. The new “findings
demonstrate the possible con-
sequences of using antibiotics
in patients who are at risk of
developing fungal infections,”
said Dr. Drummond. 

“If we limit or change how
we prescribe antibiotics we
can help reduce the number of
people who become very ill
from these additional infec-
tions — as well as tackling the
huge and growing problem of
antibiotic resistance.”
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Would-be moms should
not take painkiller pills

over-the-counter and instead
take medical advice.  A study
has found that maternal use of
over-the-counter painkillers is
about one and a half times
more likely to increase the risk
of delivering a baby with health
issues. The researchers of the
study have called for a reassess-
ment of medical advice about
the use of analgesics during
pregnancy. The study is pub-
lished in BMJ Open.  

Researchers at the

University of Aberdeen in the
UK analysed data from more
than 151,000 pregnancies over
30 years.

The team looked at med-
ical notes for non-prescribed
maternal consumption of five
common painkillers, paraceta-
mol, aspirin and non-steroidal
anti-inflammatory drugs
(NSAIDs), diclofenac, naprox-
en, and ibuprofen, either as sin-
gle compounds or in combi-
nations

Among mothers who took
painkillers such as paracetamol
and ibuprofen during preg-
nancy, the risk of a preterm
delivery before 37 weeks was 50
per cent more likely, while the
risk of stillbirth was 33 per cent.

Other risks of using
painkillers include neural tube
defects (64 per cent more like-
ly); admission to a neonatal
unit (57 per cent more likely);
neonatal death (56 per cent

more likely);and birthweight
under 2.5 kg (28 per cent more
likely), among others, revealed
the study published in BMJ
Open.

“It should be reinforced
that paracetamol in combina-
tion with NSAIDs is associat-
ed with a higher risk and preg-
nant women should always
consult their doctor or midwife
before taking any over-the-
counter drugs. We would
encourage a strong reinforce-
ment of the official advice for
pregnant women,” said
Aikaterini Zafeiri from the
University.

Between 30 per cent and 80
per cent of women globally use
non-prescription painkillers in
pregnancy to relieve pain for
common pregnancy symptoms
such as flu, fever, and inflam-
matory or rheumatological
conditions.

However, current evidence

regarding safety of use during
pregnancy varies widely, with
some drugs considered safe and
others not.

Overall, nearly three in
ten women have taken over-
the-counter analgesics during
pregnancy, a figure which more
than doubled to 60 per cent
during the last seven years of
the 30-year study period. This
suggests use is growing rapid-
ly.

“In light of the study find-
ings, the ease of access to non-
prescription painkillers, in
combination with availability of
misinformation as well as cor-
rect information through the
internet, raises safety concerns,”
Zafeiri said.

“This is especially when
misinformed or partially-
informed self-medication deci-
sions are taken during preg-
nancy without medical advice,”
she added.
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Tripura BJP president
Manik Saha on

Sunday was sworn in as
the 12th  Chief Minister
of the State replacing
Biplab Kumar Deb who
resigned a day before.

Governor S N Arya
administered the oath to
Saha, a Rajya Sabha MP,
at the Raj Bhavan at
Agartala,  the State
Capital.

"Will work for the
people of Tripura, taking fur-
ther the development agenda of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. Will focus on the law
and order situation," Saha said
after the swearing-in ceremo-
ny.

"There are no challenges,"
he said when asked about the
change of guard in the state
months ahead of the assembly
elections.

About a year ahead of the
assembly polls in Tripura, the
BJP on Saturday elected  State
Saha, a dentist, as a new Chief
Minister of the North-Eastern
amidst increasing factional

fighting in the state's ruling
party.

There was surprise and
resentment over the choice of
the new incumbent as Saha was
elected to Rajya  Sabha from
the state barely two months
ago. The BJP which created his-
tory in 2018 by trouncing the
25-year-old left front govern-
ment in 2018  faces stiff chal-
lenge from the Congress, the
Left, and an aggressive
Trinamool Congress.

The elections to the 60-
member Tripura Assembly will
be held  by February-March,
next year.
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Launching an ambitious pro-
gramme for  the resurrec-

tion of his party,   Congress
leaders, including Rahul
Gandhi,  will undertake  a
padyatra from Kashmir  to
Kanyakumari to connect with
the masses. The yatra was
announced on the last day of
the three-day ‘chintan shivir’ of
the party in Udaipur. 

Similar padyatra will be
organised in each State by the
State leaders to push pro-peo-
ple agenda and highlight the
“failures” of the Government
and plight of the people.

Party President Sonia
Gandhi also approved  a mass
agitation programme against
the government on inflation
and economic issues.

Announcing the grand old
party's massive public out-
reach initiative, Sonia said,
"All of us will participate in it.

The Yatra is to strengthen the
bonds of social harmony that
are under stress, to preserve the
foundational values of our
Constitution that are under
assault and to highlight the
day-to-day concerns of crores
of our people." 

Ina lighter vein she said,
“Juniors will have to find ways
to accommodate seniors like
me in this... on how to easily
participate in yatra without
running out of breath.” Long
round of applaud r greeted the
remark of the 75-year-old, who
has not been in good health for
some time and has made few
public appearances.  

In 2016, kicking off the
Congress poll campaign for the
next year's assembly elections
in Uttar Pradesh, Sonia Gandhi
had to leave a rally midway due
to like health. 

In an emotional tone Sonia
Gandhi said she felt like she
had spent an evening with her
family. Then, with a smile, she
added, "my larger family", to a
bout of renewed cheers. 

“By now it has become
abundantly and painfully clear
what Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and his colleagues real-
ly mean by their slogan maxi-
mum governance, minimum
government. It means keeping
the country in a permanent

state of polarisation, com-
pelling people to live in a con-
stant state of fear and insecu-
rity, viciously targeting vic-
timising and often brutalising
the minorities who are an inte-
gral part of our society and
equal citizens of our Republic,”
said Sonia. 

Addressing the shivir,
Rahul Gandhi announced
enforcing the ‘one family, one
ticket’ rule and launched fierce
attack on RSS and BJP. He said
the fight against the RSS and
BJP is a fight for India's future

and Congress's role is to
reclaim and protect the insti-
tutions of this country.

"We are not fighting a
national party. We are fighting
against every institution. We
are fighting against crony cap-
italists. I want to tell all our
workers and leaders, there is no
need to fear. This country
recognises the truth. I will
stand with you in this fight
against the BJP and RSS," Rahul
said amidst the reverberations
of Rahul Gandhi Zindabad. 

Rahul Gandhi said the BJP

attacks the Congress as it pro-
vides an ideological alternative.
The BJP does not target region-
al parties as they do not have
ideological backing, he said.

"Congress's role is to kick
start the conversation to protect
and reclaim India's institutions.
No regional party can do this.
We never attacked India's insti-
tutions. We never appointed
Congressmen to these institu-
tions, unlike the BJP and RSS,"
he said, blaming BJP for destroy-
ing democratic institutions.

Attacking the BJP-led

Centre, the former Congress
chief said conversations are
not allowed in India. We see
conversations being muzzled
and we do not understand its
consequences, he said.

"Inflation will rise in the
near future. Unemployment,
inflation, and attacks on India’s
institutions are on the rise. We
have to ensure they don’t set the
country on fire. Pegasus is not
software, it is a way to silence
the political class of the coun-
try, a way to strangle political
conversation," he added.
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The country is facing con-
straints in the domestic coal

availability and the rest of the
dry fuel demand needs to be
met with imports, according to
the Coal Ministry.

The Ministry has also
emphasised that coal block
holders -- both captive and
commercial — have a major
role to play in mitigating the
coal shortfall situation.
Domestic coal production is
about 800 million tonnes,
according to the coal additional
secretary, who is also the chair-
person of an inter-ministerial
panel on coal linkages for the
power sector.

The inter-ministerial panel
met ?recently to consider the
requests for coal linkages to
central/state sector power
plants and to review the status
of existing coal linkages.

The additional coal secre-
tary stated that "there are con-
straints in domestic coal avail-
ability and the domestic coal
production is roughly about
800 MT".

"Therefore, the rest of the
coal demand of the country has
to be met through imports
from other countries", accord-
ing to the minutes of the meet-
ing on fuel linkages.

Coal Secretary A K Jain
had earlier attributed the low
coal stocks at power plants to
several factors such as height-
ened power demand due to the
boom in the economy post-
COVID-19, the early arrival of
summer, a rise in the price of
gas and imported coal and a
sharp fall in electricity gener-
ation by coastal thermal power
plants. He had added that a
slew of measures is already
underway to enhance the total
power supply in the country.
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The Directorate General of
Foreign Trade has directed

its regional authorities to issue
registration of contracts to the
wheat exporters who have
irrevocable letters of credit, so
that they can honour their
contracts.

The direction came after the
government banned wheat
exports but allowed the overseas
shipments for which irrevoca-
ble LoC (Letters of Credit) have
been issued on or before May
13. The Directorate General of
Foreign Trade (DGFT) is an
arm of the commerce ministry
which deals with exports and
imports related matters.

"All RA (Regional
Authorities) under the DGFT
are hereby directed to issue

Registration of Contracts (RC)
to the exporters of wheat,
preferably within a prescribed
time limit of 24 hours, on sub-
mission of application, com-
plete in all respects, by the
exporters," the DGFT has said
in a trade notice.

It has added that the wheat
export on humanitarian
ground as aid/assistance/gov-
ernment-to-government shall
be allowed on a case to case
basis, with the specific approval
of the competent authority.

India's wheat exports stood
at an all-time high of 7 million
tonnes, valuing USD 2.05 billion,
in 2021-22 fiscal year on better
demand for Indian wheat from
overseas. Of the total wheat
exports, around 50 per cent of
shipments were exported to
Bangladesh in the last fiscal.
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Senior BJP leader and Uttar
Pradesh's former Deputy

Chief Minister Dinesh Sharma
on Sunday attacked TN Higher
Education Minister K
Ponmudy, terming his Friday
statement mocking Hindi-
speaking people as one show-
ing "his (the TN Minister's)
narrow mindset" and "lack of
knowledge".

In his address to the 37th
convocation of Bharathiar
University in Coimbatore,
Ponmudy had on Friday assert-
ed that the State Government
will continue with the two-lan-
guage formula as its policy and
decried any alleged attempt of
Hindi imposition.

Questioning claims that
learning Hindi will fetch jobs,
Ponmudy had asked who is
selling 'pani puri' in the city
(Coimbatore) now, an obvious
reference to the predominant-
ly Hindi-speaking vendors
involved in the trade.

"Many said you will get
jobs if you learn Hindi. Is it
so…look here in Coimbatore,
who is selling pani puri. It is
them (Hindi-speaking indi-
viduals)," Ponmudy had assert-
ed while addressing the varsi-
ty convocation function. 

In a statement issued here
on Sunday, Sharma said,

"Languages can neither be
divided by boundaries nor can
it be confined within bound-
aries. Language does not need
any advocacy."

"The usefulness of a lan-
guage can be understood only
by a person who understands
the importance of the lan-
guage. A person who knows
more languages, his/her voice
is more effective," he added.

Sharpening his attack,
Sharma said, "Opposing Hindi
may give some short-term
political benefits but it will not
help in realising the concept of
'sarve bhavantu sukhinaah' (let
all be happy) and 'Vasudhaiv
Kutumbkam' (the world is one
family)."

To blunt the Tamil Nadu
stand against Hindi, Sharma
cited the example of former
Prime Minister P V Narasimha
Rao and attributed his under-
standing of the people's issue to
his knowledge of many lan-
guages.

"Former Prime Minister
PV Narasimha Rao knew nine
Indian languages and seven
foreign languages. And, it was
the reason that he was able to
emotionally connect with local
residents of the place he used
to visit," he said.

"The statement by the
Tamil Nadu Minister has not
only insulted the majority of

the Hindi-speaking people but
also the language, which is
called the 'bindi' of India,"
Sharma said.

The BJP leader also
accused the Tamil Nadu
Minister of having a "narrow
mindset". "The statement by the
Tamil Nadu Minister shows his
narrow mindset and one which
shows lack of knowledge. A
person should not be judged by
his occupation, but by quali-
ties," Sharma added.

The former UP deputy
CM also advised Ponmudy to
study Hindi, saying only then,
he will be able to understand its
speciality and that he will expe-
rience happiness, and establish
harmony between Hindi and
Tamil.

Addressing the convoca-
tion function at Bharathiar

University, presided over by
state (Tamil Nadu) Governor R
N Ravi, also the varsity
Chancellor, Ponmudy had reit-
erated the ruling DMK's stand
against the 'imposition' of
Hindi.Governor Ravi had
sought to dismiss the claim,
saying "there is no question of
imposition of Hindi or any
other language on anyone". 

In his address, Ponmudy
had said he used the platform
to highlight Tamil Nadu's sen-
timents over the language issue
as the Governor would convey
them to the Centre.

He had also recalled that
English and Tamil have been in
vogue in Tamil Nadu for long
and that the same will contin-
ue while students were not
against learning other lan-
guages, including Hindi. 
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The Jammu and Kashmir
unit of BJP on Sunday said

a sense of "insecurity" among
Kashmiri Pandit employees is
increasing due to the recent
spurt in killings of Hindus by
terrorists, asserting that an
exodus of members of the
community from the valley
will be a "black spot" on the ini-
tiatives of the Government.

In a memorandum to
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha by a BJP delegation led
by its J&K unit president
Ravinder Raina, which called
on Sinha at Raj Bhavan here,
the party also said it will be a
"disastrous step" if the Kashmiri
Pandit (KP) employees leave
the valley.

The BJP's memorandum to
LG comes in the aftermath of
the killing of Rahul Bhat, a
Kashmiri Pandit government
employee, which has sparked
protests by community mem-
bers.

"The sense of insecurity is
increasing high among
Kashmiri Pandits employed
under the prime minister's
package due to chain of killings
of Hindus in valley during the
past over a year. Repeated
assurances were given to them
at each time the killing of any
Hindu took place that it won't
be repeated. And Rahul Bhat's

killing in a busy government
office in broad daylight by ter-
rorists has shattered them,"
the memorandum read. 

The BJP said the KP
employees, who protested the
Bhat's killing, faced batons and
teargas shelling instead of get-
ting a sense of security by the
administration of the Union
Territory. 

"Some of them were
injured and a video of which
went viral resulting in anti-BJP
and anti-Modi ji sloganeering
by them, which was seen for
the first time in the past three
decades in Jammu and
Kashmir," the party said.

The BJP said that on
Friday, the administration
locked gates of the transit com-
plexes housing KP employees
and their families "denying" the
movement to markets to get
food, vegetables and milk and,
as per their grievances, they
could not send their children to
school.

"They are not bonded
labourers brought here. What
happened in the day was a
protest and (they) clashed with
police to open gates. It was
heating touch instead of con-
fidence building measure, they
alleged. The alienation drew
them (to) raise anti-Modi ji and
anti-BJP slogans during
protests in Jammu, Srinagar,
Baramulla-Kupwara, Vessu,

Mattan and outside the UT," it
said.

The party said it was
because of this treatment given
by the administration that the
employees want to leave the
valley, which will be a "disas-
trous step" and a "black spot"
on the initiatives of the gov-
ernment. 

"Despite sitting on dharna,
neither the administration offi-
cials nor head of UT, the KPs
say, has reached to them to give
them a sense of confidence and
assurance. They (KP employ-
ees) are hell bent (on) mass res-
ignation," the party said.

The BJP said the minority
Kashmiri Hindus and Sikhs are
"losing confidence" as they say
the lower and middle section
bureaucracy and officialdom
has the same eco-system as that
of the previous period. 

During the Congress rule,
the party said, when the special
employment policy was

framed, a 'bond to serve in
Kashmir till retirement' was
made the main condition to
getting employment. 

"This clause is in violation
of the Constitution of India and
a grave human rights violation
meant to give them bad sense
of being 'bonded labourer'
(and) not an employee," the
memorandum said. 

Saying there was an urgent
need for reaching out to the
protesting employees by the LG
in order to provide them a
sense of security, confidence
and belongingness, the party
suggested that the clause of
'bond' of the previous employ-
ment policy needs to be done
away with to address this
demand of employees.

"As the employees in J-K
are central government
employees, policy should also
include providing them jobs in
Central services too," the party
said.
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Anew study incorporating archaeolo-
gy, astronomy, carbon dating, geog-

raphy, hydrology, archaeo-botany and a
host of scientific methods have established
that the Mahabharat era was not mythol-
ogy but a part of the history of ancient
India.

Saroj Bala, a Delhi-based former
Indian Revenue Service officer who quit
her Government job as a Member of the
Central Board of Direct Taxes to under-
take research that took her more than a
decade to complete has found that the
Mahabharat was fought in 3139 BCE
(Before Current Era) which is more than
5,000 years ago.

“Though the Mahabharat contains
more than 1,00,000 verses and 200 refer-
ences to planetary positions, most of the
studies undertaken hitherto had focussed
on just 30 to 40 verses and then fixed
many different astronomical and archae-
ological dates for Mahabharat war span-
ning the period from 5567 BCE to 575
BCE. This had enabled the pseudo-schol-
ars to declare that Mahabharat was only
a mythological story composed by Poet
Vyas and that it had nothing to do with
the history of India,” says Saroj Bala.

All proofs from multiple disciplines of

science were correlated with the text of
Mahabharat. The uniqueness of the
research was the deployment of
Planetarium and Stellarium software. 

Detailed evidence from archaeology,
archaeobotany, geography and geology,
oceanography and hydrology, remote
sensing and genetic studies was gathered
and after that was beautifully woven into
the story. These support the astronomi-
cal data sequence,” said Saroj Bala.

The Planetarium and Stellarium soft-
ware used by the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration and has proved its
efficacy and replicability over the years.

Dr. Gyaneshwar Chaubey, depart-
ment of molecular biology, Benares Hindu
University who was a collaborator of the
studies regarding the authenticity of the
people and places mentioned in
Mahabharat said that there was no need
to doubt the tribes and places featured in
the work. “The tribes were found to pos-
sess the Indian genes, and we could
establish that this was the same genes that
were found in the oldest identified
Indians,” said Prof Chaubey.

Saroj Bala has determined the exact
date and times of most of the major hap-
penings in Mahabharat through astro-
nomic studies. She says that Bhishma
Pitamah commenced his heavenward

trip on  January 14, 3138 BCE, the day Sun
began its Northward journey (Uttarayan).
These dates were reached by deploying
Planetarium Gold software, the same as
that is being used by NASA.

“The study by Saroj Bala is the scien-
tific reconstruction of ancient Indian
history without any leftist or rightist basis.
Sooner or later, the world would adopt her
scientific methodology for rewriting the
sequence of events of the remote past,” said
Dr S Kalyanaraman, director, Saraswati
Research Centre, Chennai. It was Dr
Kalyanaraman who is credited with the
studies that proved the existence of the
River Saraswati, a holy river which finds
mentioned in the great Indian epics.

KK Muhammed, Project
Archaeological Director, Aga Khan
Foundation, Hyderabad, who has held vast
studies on Mahabharata,  does not concur
with florid exaggerations and oriental
hyperboles. He points out references to
‘Astras’ like Narayani Astra, Brahma Astra
and Pasupati Astra ( weapon) capable of
splitting into millions of self-guiding mis-
siles and devastating the target. Similarly,
the deployment of 18 Akshauhanis in the
war should be taken with a fistful of salt
as each Akshauhini consists of, 21,870 ele-
phants, 21,870 chariots, 65, 610 horses, and
1,09, 350-foot soldiers. 
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The bye-election at Thrikkakara
Assembly constituency scheduled for

May 31 has become the cynosure of all
eyes in Kerala as Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan has decided to station himself at
the constituency throughout the campaign
period to lead the “battle” from front.

Vijayan had come to Thrikkakkara
last Thursday to inaugurate the election
convention of the CPI(M) candidate Dr
Jo Joseph and has not gone back to
Thiruvananthapuram since then.

This is the first time in the history of
Kerala, a Chief Minister himself has
taken the leadership of the campaign and
stayed put at the constituency to ensure
the victory of his party’s candidate.
Vijayan is micro-managing the bye-elec-
tion and this has made it the event of the
year. He is holding ward-level meetings
with lower functionaries of the CPI(M) in
Thrikkakkara to ensure that all members,
sympathisers and fellow travellers vote for
Dr Joseph, a surprise candidate of the
party. The presence of the chief minister
has added to the heat and dust of the cam-
paign despite heavy rains that have been

lashing across the constituency over the
last four days.

The Congress-led UDF is on a 24X7
campaign mode having deployed all
Congress MLAs to visit each and every
household soliciting votes for Uma
Thomas, the widow of P T Thomas, whose
sudden demise necessitated the bye-elec-
tion. Thrikkakkara has been a Congress
stronghold and has returned only the GOP
candidates since the constituency was
carved out in 2011.

The speech by Vijayan during
Thursday’s convention has created a
furore as he described the election as a
“golden opportunity” for the people to
enrich the LDF kitty in the assembly to
100. The Congress leadership cried foul
over the speech of Vijayan as he had
always treated late Thomas as an eye sore
or bete noire. Thomas had successfully
demolished the claims of the CPI(M) that
the latter was the party responsible for the
Kerala Model of development.

K Sudhakaran, KPCC president and
V D Satheeshan, leader of opposition
reached Thrikkakkara Saturday evening
from the Chinthan Shibir at Udaipur and
have been campaigning for Uma. The

Congress candidate has an advantage in
the constituency as she is a permanent res-
ident of Thrikkakkara and used to shad-
ow her late husband in all his engage-
ments.  

The arrival of Arvind Kejriwal, AAP
founder and chief minister of Delhi has
further intensified the campaign despite
the party’s decision not to field a candi-
date. Kejriwal and Sabu Jacob, the cor-
porate honcho who launched Twenty 20
, a regional political outfit, are likely to
work together in future. Jacob told media
persons that top leaders of the UDF had
approached him seeking help  for the vic-
tory of Uma but he was yet to make a deci-
sion.
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With general elections less
than a couple of years

away another Trinamool
Congress-turned-BJP leader
Arjun Singh has unfurled the
flag of rebellion targeting the
Bengal BJP leadership for the
saffron party’s “pitiable con-
dition” in the State.

In what critics saw early
signs of Singh’s gharwapsi
exercise (returning to the
TMC) the Barrackpore saffron
MP on Sunday said that “the
TMC leaders who had joined
the BJP are not treated well in
the party … they get little
importance and their views
are not considered.”

When reminded that he
had been given plum posts
and was always invited in
important meetings the BJP
leader who is also the party’s
State vice president said, “giv-
ing posts is one thing and giv-
ing power to act is another …
if you give somebody a pen
and do not give him ink then
how that person will write.”

Though Singh would not
for now train his guns at the
central leadership he attacked
the State leaders for “engaging
in facebook and WhatsApp
politics instead of going to the
grassroots.” He said, “in States
like Bengal people’s issues are
not fought in the Net … you
have to go down to the grass-
roots level … this is not being
done … this is the reason why
the party lost the Asansol by-
elections by 3 lakh votes.”

Singh who has been con-

spicuously absent from a
number of state party pro-
grammes in the recent weeks
had openly revolted against
the

Centre’s jute policy. He has
threatened to “start a contin-
ued movement if the Centre
does not withdraw the ceiling
it has imposed on the

price of raw jute which is
causing harm to both the
farmers and the factories.”

As he was quickly sum-
moned by Union Textile
Minister for an urgent meet-
ing where some proposals
were made Singh later said he
“will not be satisfied with lol-
lypops.”

He also supported Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee’s views on jute prices
and said he would support the
Chief Minister if called

upon to do so. He said
that “Mamata Banerjee has
fought her way up … she has
fought for the people by being
within them.” 

Most of Singh’s relatives
have already left the party and
joined the TMC after the BJP
suffered a massive defeat in

the last year’s State polls.
When asked as to whether

his change of posture should
be taken as some kind of his
future plans related to his
return to the TMC he said, “I
will not do anything in secre-
cy … whatever I will do I will
do in open taking the views of
the people.”

When asked to comment
on Singh’s statements Bengal
BJP spokesperson Samik
Bhatacharya said “the nation-
al leadership or the State party
president will speak about
him as he is a senior leader.”

The BJP which won 77
seats in the Assembly elections
coming up in the second place
replacing the Left Front has
failed win a single election
after that. The party has also
suffered exodus with a large
number of workers leaving the
party and joining the ruling
TMC in the recent days. At
least eight MLAs have left the
BJP and a number of others
have been openly criticizing
the party’s lines and have
withdrawn from the party’s
WhatsApp groups meant for
the legislatures.
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Kerala electorate would have
a fourth alternative in time

for the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tion, according to Arvind
Kejriwal, Chief Minister of
Delhi and the founder of the
AAP. Addressing a mammoth
public rally at
Kizhakkambalam on Sunday
evening, Kejriwal declared the
formation of People’s Welfare
Front in which the AAP and
Twenty20, a regional outfit
launched by Sabu Jacob of the
Kitex Group are the main con-
stituents.

“Kerala needs a change
and we in AAP assures you that
we would replicate the Delhi
and Punjab magic in this State.
Kerala is facing a lot of crisis
and needs welfare measures to
address the crisis haunting the
State,” said Kejriwal.

Before addressing the pub-
lic gathering, Kejriwal visited
various establishments
launched by the Twenty 20
party over the last six years at
Kizhakkambalam. According
to sources in Twenty 20 who
accompanied him, Kejriwal
expressed satisfaction over wel-
fare measures initiated by the
regional outfit. Sabu Jacob had
opened  super markets and
health centres in various
Panchayats where the Twenty
20  has been in power for the
last six years.

As on date, Kerala is divid-

ed between the CPI(M)-led
LDF and the Congress -led
UDF while the BJP-led NDA
remains as a non-starter in the
State. The Twenty 20 has
proved its mettle in the 2020
local body elections by retain-
ing all the panchayaths the
party had won in 2015. Though
the party failed to make any
impact in the 2021 assembly
polls, it could tilt the balance in
many assembly constituencies.

But political commentators
like C R Neelakantan preferred
to keep their fingers crossed
over the prospectus of the
AAP-Twenty 20 Front. “The
AAP is a highly centralized
party and the ground realities
in Kerala are different from that
of Delhi and Punjab. The
Twenty 20 concept itself is
wrong as it denies the voice of
the common man from being
heard. I am sure the AAP-
Twenty 20 combination would
not be able to make any impact
in the State,” said Neelakantan.
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The Rajasthan Government's
deputy chief whip in the

State Assembly Mahendra
Choudhary and seven others
have been booked for their
alleged involvement in the
murder of a trader in Nagaur
district, officials said on
Sunday.

Jaipal Poonia, a salt trader,
was shot dead by around six
men in broad daylight in
Nawan town in Nagaur district
on Saturday.

Poonia's family has
accused Choudhary and his
associates of being involved in

the attack. Choudhary termed
the allegation baseless and
politically motivated.

A case against Choudhary
and seven others was lodged at
Nawan Police Station under
Indian Penal Code sections
302 (murder) and 120B (crim-
inal conspiracy) following a
complaint by the family of
Poonia, police said.

In the FIR lodged by the
victim's wife, she alleged that
on the directions of
Choudhary, who is the ruling
Congress MLA from Nawan,
his brother Moti Singh,
Moolchand Saini, Virendra
Saini and others killed her

husband.
"My husband left home at

10.30 am for court on Saturday
but returned at 11 am, saying
that the hearing would be held
at 12.30 pm. While having
lunch, he told me that the
MLA and others are trying to
implicate him in a false case. He
said he was getting threats and
may be killed," Poonia's wife
alleged in the complaint.

According to police,
Poonia has several criminal
cases registered against him.

Reacting to the allegation,
Choudhary said, "All the
charges are baseless and polit-
ically motivated."
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Tamil Nadu's State song, the invocation to
mother Tamil was sung in an event, which

was part of the canonisation ceremony of
Devasahayam Pillai at the Vatican. 

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M K Stalin post-
ed a tweet, picking a verse from the invocation
song, that signified that Tamil is honoured and
acclaimed in all the directions. 

Devasahayam Pillai, who embraced
Christianity in the 18th century, on Sunday
became the first Indian lay man to be declared
a saint by Pope Francis during an impressive
canonisation ceremony at the Vatican.

Tamil Nadu Minister of Minorities Welfare
Gingee KS Masthan who represented the State
government in the ceremony, tweeted that the
Tamil language was honoured by rendering the
invocation to mother Tamil at the canonisation
(cultural) programme of Devasahayam Pillai in
Vatican.

The song was sung by six nuns from Tamil
Nadu. 

Minister for IT and Digital Services Mano
Thangaraj and Chairman of TN Minorities
Commission S Peter Alphonse were part of the
official delegation from Tamil Nadu. 

The Tamil anthem is known in Tamil as
'Tamil Thai Vaazhthu.' The invocation,
'Neerarum Kadalutha' is a poem authored by
renowned Tamil scholar professor P Sundaram
Pillai (1855-1897), the author of the popular
drama 'Manonmaniam (1891).' He is reveren-
tially addressed as Manonmaiam Sundaranar
and the Tirunelveli-based State-run varsity is
named after him.

Last year, the Tamil Nadu government had
announced Tamil Thaai Vaazhthu as the state
anthem. 

The invocation enjoys official status since
1970 and the then Chief Minister, late M
Karunanidhi-led DMK government had issued
a Government Order in this regard.
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tion. These include connectiv-
ity, energy, digital, and infra-
structure development.

Connectivity: Connectivity
is an important aspect of
India-Nepal cooperation in
the present context. As a land-
locked country, Nepal’s third-
country trade takes place
through the Indian ports of
Haldia in West Bengal and
Visakhapatnam in Andhra
Pradesh and the imported
goods reach Nepal through
twenty-two designated trade
routes between India and the
Nepal border. To give a major
boost to border trade, the two
countries are working to
upgrade major check posts to
facilitate smooth trade.

There is also a focus on
upgrading the highway infra-
structure in southern Nepal
with India’s assistance which
will further reduce the travel
time. Other than improving
the existing road infrastruc-
ture, the Prime Minister Modi-
led Government has attached
great importance to the railway
connectivity with Nepal, India’s
next-door neighbour. Since

India’s bilateral ties are
primarily based on people-to-

people ties, the rail connectiv-
ity boosts the shared cultural
and religious bonhomie.

During his visit to India,
Prime Minister Deuba jointly
inaugurated the launch and
operationalisation of a 35-
km-long cross-border rail link
from Jaynagar in Bihar to
Kurtha in Nepal. This railway
route is a benchmark in pro-
viding connectivity to pil-
grims travelling from India to
Janakpur, which is the birth-
place of Hindu Goddess, Sita.
The freight services through
Jaynagar-Kurtha will also con-
tribute to advancing the trade
ties. The Jaynagar-Kurtha sec-
tion is part of the 68.7-km-long
Jaynagar-Bijalpura-Bardidas
rail link, which has been
entirely built with Indian assis-
tance and, so far, India has
spent nearly �550 crore (INR)
on the project.

Vision statement on the
power sector: The ‘Vision
Statement on the Power Sector’
was the major highlight of
Prime Minister Deuba’s visit to
India. The statement was joint-
ly launched by the two Prime
Ministers. The major points in
the statement include joint

development of power gener-
ation projects in Nepal, devel-
opment of cross-border trans-
mission lines and, most impor-
tantly, bi-directional power
trade with appropriate access
to electricity markets in both
countries based on mutual
benefits, and market demands.

It is noteworthy that Nepal
is home to thousands of
Himalayan rivers and, with
advanced technology in place,
these rivers can provide unin-
terrupted power to Nepal and
then it can export the surplus
power to neighbouring coun-
tries, including India and
Bangladesh, and India has
already agreed to purchase
power from Nepal.

Over the past few decades,
India has also advocated
exploring Nepal’s hydropower
potential for mutual benefits.
Meanwhile, projects like the
Pancheshwar Multipurpose
Project were signed in 1996
but, to date, even the Detailed
Project Report has not been
prepared. Despite these chal-
lenges, the two Governments
are working towards exploring
the hydropower potential and
the recent progress made in the
900 MW Arun-III hydro-elec-
tric project in Nepal is a wel-
come step. Also, the joint
inauguration of the 90-km-
long 132 KVDC Solu Corridor
Transmission line and substa-
tion built under the Line of
Credit extended by India fur-
ther contribute to the sector.

C onclusion: Prime
Minister Deuba’s visit to
India has exhibited positive
and tangible outcomes. The
visit re-energised the ‘special
ties’ between India and
Nepal as these aim to
improve bilateral trade and
economic relations. The visit
also signified India’s com-
mitments toward Nepal
under its ‘Neighbourhood
First Policy’.

(This is the first instal-
ment of a two-part series on
Indo-Nepal relations.)

(The author is a Research
Associate with the
Vivekananda International
Foundation. The views
expressed are personal.)
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Sir — The column by Manoje Nath on the
failure of the IAS is very relevant as we see
a clear polarisation of these officers
whenever a new Government takes charge.
It is more rampant in State Governments.
They always indulge in oneupmanship by
taking pains to highlight the misdeeds of
the previous political setup. One good
thing is that we see a few of them display-
ing utmost integrity to the nation by refus-
ing to toe the line of their political boss-
es whenever unethical administrative
measures are undertaken. This is all the
more noticeable in the security setup. The
benefits are plum postings and post-retire-
ment employments.

A classmate, I remember, refused to
accede to the request of his Minister dur-
ing posting of commercial tax officers at
check posts as he wanted to have only offi-
cers of unimpeachable integrity. He chal-
lenged the Minister to do his own liking
and publish the list under his authority.
However, we also find some IAS officers
always associated with corrupt deals of
their political bosses. Many politicians are
good at corruption and they carry it out
with impunity. Ultimately if the citizens
vote without fail, say 85% or so, during
elections, the political parties will be scared
to go awry.

J Kannan | Hyderabad
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Sir — It is a well known fact that India
holds the dubious distinction of being the
diabetic capital of the world. Moreover, the
danger of Non-Communicable Diseases
(NCDs) has grown exponentially over the
years due to processed food items and fast
food industry. It has given rise to diseases
like cancer, diabetes, obesity, lifestyle dis-
eases and cardiovascular diseases. The
Food Safety and Standards Authority of
India is planning to introduce a star rat-
ing system to assess the quality of food
products. But it has met with opposition
from nutrition and health experts as such
a mechanism can be misleading because
it does not reveal the ingredient percent-
age and their true nutritive value.

Moreover, in a country where access
to education and literacy is unevenly dis-
tributed, a pictorial representation of
warnings is a better option rather than
going for star ratings. Similar procedures
can be replicated in the case of packaged
foods. The SC’s direction to carry picto-
rial warnings on tobacco-related products
in 2019 was a momentous step in this
direction. A recent survey by the Health
Ministry revealed that about 62 per cent
of cigarette smokers and 52 per cent of
bidi smokers had even started thinking
about quitting.

Vijay Singh Adhikari | Nainital
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Sir — The Supreme Court of India has
asked the Centre and the States to refrain
from registering any FIR under the age-
old contentious sedition law till the time
the Union Government re-examines and
reconsiders the provision of this law. This
order came when the Centre decided to
file a petition before the Supreme Court

to review this law in an appropriate forum.
The law was enacted by the British raj in
1870 to suppress the freedom movement.
The law states that no citizen by any
means should bring hatred and contempt
against the Government.

This law is contrary to our funda-
mental rights, the right to freedom of
speech under Article 19 1 (A). This dra-
conian law was designed to suppress dis-
sent. As we have now entered into 75
years of Independence, we must protect
the human rights and freedom of all the
people of India. No law is eternal; this law
has become outdated and needs an
amendment to cherish democratic val-
ues and to allow a more tolerant public
sphere in the country. Better late than
never, the Indian Government has taken
the first step, so now the law should be
amended soon.

Deba Prasad Nayak | Cuttack
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Nepalese Prime Minister
Sher Bahadur Deuba
concluded a three-day
visit to India on April

3, 2022. He arrived in India with
a 25-member delegation on his
maiden overseas visit after
assuming office in July 2021.
Prime Minister Deuba was
scheduled to visit India earlier in
January this year to attend the
Vibrant Gujarat Summit.
However, due to the rise in
COVID-19 cases in India, the
visit was postponed.

Prime Minister Deuba’s July
visit assumed great importance in
India-Nepal bilateral ties consid-
ering Nepal’s assertive stance
over a border dispute with India
over the past three years. During
the previous administration, then
Prime Minister KP Oli chose to
politicise the border row rather
than resolving it through diplo-
matic means. The number of
high-level delegations from Nepal
to India had also gone low in the
last three years.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister
Deuba has made efforts in resolv-
ing misunderstandings with India
and his India visit has opened up
more avenues of cooperation
and helped to fill the existing
thaw. Soon after Prime Minister
Deuba took office, a delegation of
the ruling Nepali Congress Party
led by the former Foreign
Minister of Nepal, Prakash
Sharan Mahat, had come to India
in October 2021.

Beyond Politics: The latest
visit of Prime Minister Deuba has
proved to be more outcome-ori-
ented. In the past seven decades
of formal diplomatic ties, India
and Nepal have proved their
economic potential, and, to date,
India is the largest trading part-
ner of Nepal. However, due to the
low export volume from Nepal to
India, a large trade deficit remains
an existing challenge for Nepal.
On many occasions, political
parties in Nepal have made it a
political agenda. Meanwhile,
there are no political solutions to
resolving the trade imbalance
since Nepal does not have sub-
stantial industry outputs to export
finished goods to India.

Despite these challenges, the
two countries have shifted focus
to more viable areas of coopera-

�����

	��	����	��	��
	)����	*���������	�
���
	%
������	���"�
	�����
�	��	*�������
��	���
���
�	+�	�
���	��	,����
	��	�
�	�	�����&�	���
�	���	"�����
	���	����	�	���(
����
��
�	#�
	�������	+��
-����	.�����	/������

�	�����	�����
�	��
	%
������

���"�
�	��	�������	��
	���
������
	��	��
	�����
��	#�

	��
	��	��	�������	��
��	�
��
��
��	��
	����

	�
����	����
��
��	�����
�	�������	��	��
	���
	���	����	����
�	�
�
	���

��	#*	�
��������	#�
	����

�	�����	����	��
	���
������
�	��	�
���	���
	�
	�����(�������(


�	�������
	����������
�	����	)����	���	���	�
���
#�
	����

	���	���
�
�	�
	�	*�������	�����	�����	��
�����	01	��	�	0203	�
������	�
	���
	���
��	���	������
����
	���

��	���	�������	������	��	��
	.��	4�������
%����	4�����	�����	��	��	��
	)����	*���������(%
������
�����
��	#�
	�����	���
�
�	�	����

	��	��
	
����
	��
�
��	����	����
�	5362�	�����	������
�	.��	4�������
%����	4����	���	��
	%
������	�����
��		#�
	�����	���
���
�	��
	����

	�
����	��	�
	��
�
��
�	�
���
	��
	�
��
�
�����	��	��
	���
	��	.�
	37�	#�
�
	��	��
	�
��	����
��
	���
&�	���	���	���
�	��
	�
	�������
�	��	�
��
��
��
	�������	�����

8���������
�
�	 ��
	 �
�
����
��	 ���	 ��
�
�	 �
$������&�	���	��	�	���
	��
�	��
	����
�
	��	���
��
	����
����	����	��
	�����
	��	�������
#�
�
	���	�

�	�	����
�	����
	��	������	��	��
	�4+(����
��
�	�����
����	$
������
��
��
	�����������	
�
�
��
�
	���	��������	����	��
�
	�����
���	�
�
	���
	9����
�����
�	��	�
���
��	!
�
���
	�
���
	���
	����
�	�	�����	��	:����	.�����	#��	.�����
9���
��&�	#����	���	��	���	%
������	���"�
	����
��	��	�
	����	��
	��	��
	���

���
�	��	��
	�����	��	�����(����	
�
�
����	;
���
��	�
������	�����������	��	����(���
�
��
���
�	���	�����
	
���
��
	��
	�	����
��
	��	������
�	,��	�������
�	��
	����

	�
���
�������
�	��	��
	%
������	�����
�	 ��	���	
�
�	�
	��
	�4+�	�����	��	�	����
�
��
��������
�	</���
�����&	������
	��	�������	����	����
����	����
"�
��
�	���	��
�	�����

��
	�����	���������	��	��
	����������	#�
	������
	���	����
�
�	
�����	���	62	

���	��
��
	���
�����	��	��
	;����	.�����	�
��������=	���
����	���
�	�
�
	�����	����
��
	�����
����
�	�
����

�	���	������	������	����
�
�	�

���	�
�����	+�	�
	�����	��	����	����
�����	�
	��
	
��	��	�������	��
	������
	

�	������

#�
	/����
��	���	��	����	���	����	��

�	��	�
���
	���
���	+�	��
	���
	���
�	������
��	��
	;>$	���������
�	+�	��
	�
	�	������	�����
�	��	�������
	%��
���
���	��
���
	4���
��	?���	������	�
	�
��
��	���
�
��	��	���	���
	���
	����	������

��
	������
�	+�	��	��
	���
	��������	�����	��	��
	;>$�	+�	��	��	�	���
��	�����	����	��
	���(
���	����
	��	����	��
	@��	4����	�
����	?���	��	���	����
�	��	��	��	����	#�
	�
����
���	���	
�����������	
����
��
	��	������	����	��	��
	��������	��������
	����	������(
�
���
�	��	���	�
���
	72	

����	+�	���	�	�����������	��	 
�������	�����������	���
�
��������	����	�
����
�	���	���
	�
����
	��
	����
	�������	��	"�
��������
	���
��������
	�������
�������	��
�	��
	

����	+�	�	������
	����	�����
�	��	�
�����	�
��(
����	���	���	������	�������
	��	���	��

�
�	��
	/����
��	���	��	�������������	��
����������	�
���������	A
��	 ��
�
	�
�
	
��
�������	����
��	
��
�������	���	 ��
�

�
�
	�����	
��
�������	9��
�
��	���
�	����	�	�
�����	���	�
���
���
�	�����	��	��

;>$&�	9�������	������������	��
	/����
��	���
��
�	��	�����	4
��(�����	��
	���

��	���	���
�	�
��
����	���	�
�����	�
����
�	+�	�
���	��	��
	���	���������	�����	��	���(
���
�	+�	�����
�	��
	�
�����	����
�	����	����	��	����
�	<����	9�������&�	�
�������

"���
	���
	����	��	���	����	���	��

�	��	��
	����
���
+�	�
���	��	����
�	��	��
	����
��
��	��	�	���
��	��
(
����
	��	������	��	�

�	��	��
	��	��
	�����

!����	%�����	 ��	 �	 �
���
	 ���

	�
�����	 ��

9����	����
�	���
���	���	�������
��	�������	���	�
�������	
��� ;������&�	 ���	 ��
	 ����
	 /����
��
����
��	�
�
	���
�	����	��	����
	��	����	��
��	���(
������	@
��
��	���
	)����	 ���	����
�	���
	�����(
����	�����	�
�
�������	9����	�
�������	����	���
�(
����
	 ��	 .���
�	 $���
���	 #���
�	 ��	 �	 ���������
�����������	��
	/����
��	�������
���	��
�
	��	�
��
������	+�	�
��	�����	�
����
	��	�������
�	���	�����

+�	���	����
��	���
��	�
	�
�����	����	���	��������
	����	���
����
�	���	���
	�������(
��
	����
��	��	
��������	�����	��
�����
��	+�	�����	��	�
��	��	�
����	���	>���������
 
���&�	�����
	���
��
�����	��	�
���
�	��
��
�	�
�������	��������	����	�����(
������	��	35B5�	9��	�����	���	�
��
��
�	��	��
	/����
��	������
	��	����	�������
�(
���
	��������
���
�	��	,��-�����	#���	���	���������	����	��	�������	+�	���	���	���
�
��	����
��
����	/����
��&	��
����
	��	���
	���
��
	
��
&��	 #	!���	!��	���

��	����	#
����	<����
&	��	�����
�	��
	/����
��	��������
	��	������	$���
���	@���
A����&�	����
�	 ��	 <)�������&	���	.������	 +�	���������	!����	%�����	�����
�	�
�
�������	�
�
���
	��	��
	������
�	�
���
�	���
�	4����
	��������	9�������	��	�����(
���	����	9�������	��	��	����	��	����
��
����	��
&�	��
����
�	#�
�
	��	�������	����
�
<����&	9��������	�����
�����
�	+�	��	���	�����	������	�	�����
�(��������
	��	����
	�	�������
������
�	����
�������	������	��
	������
�	#�
	/����
��	�

��	��	
������	��	���
��
��
	���	����
	��	�����
�	��
�	����(�
�����	����
�	���
	<�����&	��	<�����&	�������
�(
��
�	
�����	/
�
�������	�
�������	��	�
�����=	���������	�
�������	��	���
	��
	�
������
��	����	#����	��	����	��	��
	��

��

 ��
�
��
�	��

6���,�&��+�����
%���4*��'�!
��� !��0�'
�������'�*����
��+��:����������������
������+�����'�
���

����	:�

3-������	������	����������	,��'�	�������	(������	*�
����	�����	���	+���'��'�	 3�

%��������������� �������'���+��������

��������!�
����!�*;�
����� ����
���������


�	$�'��	����	.�
��	��#�	!���	&��
)���� *	���'!�	

$� ;�	.�	#'��,

��B%*+���+(;'�@��B%*
K��.���	���� ���#(�

/��#	8�"�	�#	#����
� !	�&&	%'.��$
#�$���	$��%��
 ��#*	���'�� !	M�.
��#��"���� 	� 
8�"�	� �����#,

��+=*%11��%�,%*

K-���� 	9�'�#���

SOUNDBITE

�(��� �� #	���
��� !	�����	��F��
�'�	��	���"�	�'�
���	� "����#,

�C*�(+%��*%1(,%+0
K1��������	P��� #(��



global problems, such as climate
change, also requires citizens to
engage with science and technolo-
gy. A science communicator of
this age should be aware of science
and technology, the economy, social
structure of society and should
have a world view of science.

Engaging diverse people in the
community is a challenging task.
Society includes varied types of peo-
ple,  a scientifically elite group, illit-
erate people, students, retired peo-
ple, homemakers, old age people etc.
Scientific temper can be imparted
in society only if we deliver science
to each one of them. This is an ardu-
ous task, and conventional science
communication practices may not
be sufficient. A storytelling mode or
puppet show maybe not be liked by
the older people. Similarly, a science
magazine or newspaper cannot be
understood by an illiterate group. If
science should be propagated
among the masses in this century,
we need to explore alternative
strategies for harnessing the poten-
tial of digital technology.

The covid pandemic has shown
the strength of digital media. When
all communication channels
stopped functioning, it was the
intelligent phones that acted as a
friend for millions of people across
the globe. Every section of society
uses smartphones as an entertain-
ment source and information
source. People started believing
what was delivered through
Whatapp, and it acted as a knowl-
edge resource for millions.
Whatsapp has achieved what our
universities failed to do for hundreds
of years. Of course, the information
through Whatsapp was not regulat-
ed, and many misinformations also
were forwarded to people that few
believed blindly.

We need to promote a reliable

and authentic digital platform for
scientific information dissemina-
tion. India's mammoth internet
user base of 500 million, split
between 305 million urban Indians
and 195 million rural Indians, can
be reached with authentic science
and technology content.
Government has to give impetus to
digital tools like OTT in science
communication activities. OTT
stands for Over-the-top. This means
streaming across different devices
whenever we want, possible because
of "over-the-top," a convenient lit-
tle term that explains the new
delivery method of film and TV
content over the internet.The beau-
ty of OTT platforms is that one can
view videos on their handset. There
is no need for antennae or cable
connections.

The gaining popularity of OTT
among the public is due to their
cost-effectiveness, easy connectiv-
ity and broader outreach. The
contents can be viewed by a per-
son sitting in polar regions also if
they have internet connectivity.
Thanks to OTT video distribution
technology, people now have a
plethora of options at their finger-
tips. They can watch content on a
variety of devices, including Smart
TVs, Roku, PCs, tablets, smart-
phones, and gaming consoles.
They can also use "app switching"
to access numerous distributors for
speciality programmes and view
channels, providing them more
control over the content they buy
and watch.

In science communication,
OTT platforms can be used to
show live programmes or record-
ed videos on various topics. The
public can directly interact with sci-
entists working in remote corners
of the world, for example, from our
research stations in Antarctica or

Arctic regions. During the covid
lockdown period, most of the sci-
entific information was delivered
to the public through the India
Science, the OTT channel managed
by the Department of Science and
Technology. This science channel
has made 681 programmes to dis-
seminate corona-related informa-
tion alone, apart from other regu-
lar shows. Unlike different science
communication modes like print
magazines or science demonstra-
tion lectures, OTT is cost-effective
and has a broader reach. All types
of science content can be streamed
through it. Moreover, the peers
from the science can directly inter-
act with the viewers making it more
authentic. 

The generation who grew up
during the pandemic has adapted
to using smartphones either for
entertainment or economic trans-
actions. Even kids are comfortable
playing and gaining knowledge
through smartphones. Similarly,
even illiterate persons in society are
comfortable using smartphones,
and they enjoy the video messages
being forwarded to them.

Today's generation may not
like the traditional forms of sci-
ence communication like maga-
zines, drama or puppet shows.
They are interested in animation
and virtual reality. OTT has shown
its strength in the entertainment
industry by replacing the stress
given to cinema halls. Similarly,
many infotainment channels like
Discovery,National Geographic,
Animal Planet, History etc. have
started their OTT versions sens-
ing its benefits. Science policy-
makers should give thrust to sci-
ence communication by leverag-
ing the potential of digital tech-
nologies to suit the new generation
of our citizens.
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(Dharmapalan is a sci-
ence communicator and

columnist. Tripathi is
ascientist  at Vigyan

Prasar, Govternment of
India, New Delhi. The

views expressed are 
personal.

Amid rising disaster risk
threats to infrastructure,
the world plans massive

investments of $94 trillion for
disaster resilience in the India-
initiated Coalition for Disaster
Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI).

The catch line is what the
world invested in 200 years is to
be accomplished in 20 years.

The global infrastructure
investment is estimated at $2.7
billion a year. Insurance giant
Lloyds was quoted as saying 12
percent funds are getting lost in
disasters and 88 percent funds
going into rebuilding. A disas-
ter related to weather, climate or
water hazard occurred every day
on average over the past 50 years
- killing 115 people and causing
US$ 202 million in losses daily,
according to a new report of the
World Meteorological
Organization (WMO). The

costs are to rise as inflation rises
and interest rates hiked.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi says that infrastructure is
about people and providing
them high quality, dependable,
and sustainable services in an
equitable manner. 

The fourth International
conference of CDRI in New
Delhi does not focus on
financing but sees infra plus
green nature in totality
through integrated approach
of community-based efforts.
An effort to save public fund!
Many cities across the world
and island nations are at great
risks. In India, for example,
cities like Bhubaneshwar,
Vishakhapatnam, Chennai
and Kolkata are perceived to
be at climatic risk, says
Kaushal Kishore, member-
secretary of NDMA, the co-

chair of ICDRI says. 
It is stated that the existing

methods and tools of disaster
risk reduction, and climate risk
management in particular, pro-
vide powerful capacities for
substantially reducing risks and
adapting to climate change. 

In focus are healthcare post
pandemic, earthquakes, floods,
rising cyclones in India's east

and west coasts and looks at the
destruction of telecom towers,
roads, ports and urban infra. At
least $10 billion is required
immediately for poverty reduc-
tion and flagship healthcare.
What are to be saved are tele-
com towers, power plants, dig-
ital infra, transportation and
communication. 

The experts discuss various
earthquakes, floods and
cyclones in Haiti, Nepal,
Pakistan, and Peru. Kamran
Akbar of World Bank says,
"disaster brings the best and
worst of the people" for recon-
struction to restoration of liveli-
hood. They build blocks and
reconstruct the local infra. The
finances definitely have to be
fine-tuned. 

Furthermore, new changes,
such as Arctic ice melting, are
happening faster than was pre-

dicted by the IPCC reports. It
seems that the future is more
serious and challenging. Such
meets discuss whether this can
be stopped with pouring of
funds and sharing by large pri-
vate entities.  

The 2011 Fukushima
nuclear accident in Japan built
on a quake-prone area, close to
the sea could have been prevent-
ed had it been built elsewhere.
Not much is known to have
been discussed about problems
of the Three Gorge Dam of
China that often overflows and
leads to accumulation of mas-
sive turbid water. There are
instances of severe Kerala floods
due to dam busts, changing river
courses and topography. Now
India builds nine major dams
including in fragile Aruanchal,
Manipur and Mizoram.    

The most circumspect

opinion on finances comes from
Africa.  The Ghana chief direc-
tor, ministry of environment,
Cynthia Asare Bediako, won-
ders how to create the fund for
reducing carbon emission. She
says climate change has no
boundaries and how to forge
policies that can help most
challenges of sustenance, liveli-
hoods and jobs. She wonders on
private participation and if the
CDRI could help. The African
Development fund officer
Surminsu calls for relook at
policies as also on sustainable
energy that is the first to break
during a disaster. Poor countries
need tech transfers that CDRI
stresses.

Vandana Kumar, secretary,
renewable energy ministry, says
that India is taking steps to cre-
ate the hydrogen support, its
storage and transportation

issues and the green energy to
the world.  Rangan Banerjee,
IIT, Delhi, says research is need-
ed to build the hydrogen road
map. Dr Uwe Remme, head
hydrogen IAEA, says it is not
easy technology and has high
cost. Kishore releasing paper on
hydrogen perspective says chal-
lenges are huge as also unclear
on the governance to be need-
ed vis a vis traditional power
system. 

Nobody can prevent climate
change but for its sake the
world cannot also plunge into
investing sums into an abyss.
Infra funding has large leakages
and that has to be plugged to
save the poor from further slip-
ping into deep crisis. Discreet
funding and protecting fragile
ecology would create the dreamt
resilient infra development and
not the big projections.
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(The writer is a senior jour-
nalist. The views expressed
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��$:�% Contemporary society is built on
materials of science. But unless the
common man understands what
the scientists discover in our lab-

oratories, science becomes meaningless.
Communicating science to the public-
whether through the media, museums, or
outreach - is now a burgeoning global
industry.

The question of who should commu-
nicate science to the public has been
debated several times in the long history of
science. Most of the scientific community
members are interested in communicating
with their peer group through scholarly
publications. Unfortunately, to digest this
scholarly publication is beyond the capac-
ity of the common man. A good scientist
is not necessarily a good communicator.
Nobel laureate Paul Dirac was achingly shy
and could not face reporters. He had even
thought of refusing the Nobel Prize in order
to shun publicity. 

The main reason is that most of these
great scientists incur lots of knowledge that
they often find difficult to translate into lay
man's language. When these scientists
make landmark discoveries, they are over-
whelmed by their achievements and try to
explain them using scientific jargon, which
often becomes dull for a non-science per-
son. This will be misinterpreted and appear
sinister, leading to misunderstanding and
fear among the public.

Even though communication skills
can be enhanced through training or by
reading specified books, it's an inherent
quality of a person that, in turn, depends
on the passion for the subject one has. We
can see such power when we listen to the
speeches of our former President,the late Dr
Abdul Kalam, even though his accent and
pronunciation may not be at par with west-
ern standards. Many of our great scientists
in the pre-independence era like Sir C V
Raman and Sir JCBose were lively speak-
ers because of their passion for research and
their subject of interest.

Gone are the days when engaging in
popular science communication was seen
as career suicide. Every prospective young
researcher nowadays is expected to be a
practitioner, someone who is willing to
carry science out of the lab and into the cul-
ture. The field has now moved away from
didactic, top-down approaches to commu-
nication to consider more inclusive
approaches to communication that empha-
size the need to engage a wider range of so-
called 'public' in decisions about science,
stemming from an initial concern among
scientists and politicians that the general
public lacked an understanding and appre-
ciation of science.

In fact, Public Engagement in Science
and Technology (PEST) continues to be a
key priority as governments around the
globe seek to encourage citizens to partic-
ipate in debates about new emerging sci-
ence, such as quantum technology, nan-
otechnology, gene-editing, or stem cells.
Whether personal or societal, tackling
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Almost three months after
Russia shocked the world

by invading Ukraine, its mili-
tary faced a bogged-down war,
the prospect of a bigger NATO
and a defending country
buoyed by its win in a hugely
popular pan-European music
competition on Sunday. 

Finland announced it
would apply to join NATO, as
top diplomats from the
Western alliance, including US
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken, gathered Sunday in
Berlin to discuss the war. 

Sweden's governing party
plans to announce its position
on seeking NATO membership
later Sunday.

The two nonaligned
Nordic nations becoming part
of the alliance would pose an
affront to Russian President
Vladimir Putin, who has cited
NATO's post-Cold War expan-
sion in Eastern Europe as a
threat to Russia. NATO says it
is a purely defensive alliance.

Ukraine said it was holding
off Russian offensives Sunday
in the country's east. Western
military officials said the cam-
paign Moscow launched there
after its forces failed to seize
Kyiv, Ukraine's capital, had
slowed to a snail's pace. 

“The brutal invasion
(by) Russia is losing momen-

tum,” NATO Deputy Secretary-
General Mircea Geoana said. 

“We know that with the
bravery of the Ukrainian peo-
ple and army, and with our
help, Ukraine can win this
war.”

Ukraine, meanwhile, cele-
brated a morale-boosting vic-
tory in the Eurovision Song
Contest. 

The folk-rap ensemble
Kalush Orchestra won the
glitzy, televised Eurovision con-
test with its song “Stefania,”

which has become a popular
anthem among Ukrainians
during the war. Votes from
home viewers across Europe
cemented the victory. 

President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy vowed his nation
would claim the customary
honour of hosting the next
annual competition.

“Step by step, we are forc-
ing the occupiers to leave the
Ukrainian land,” Zelenskyy
said. 

Russian and Ukrainian

fighters are engaged in a grind-
ing battle for the country's
eastern industrial heartland,
the Donbas. 

Ukraine's most experi-
enced and best-equipped sol-
diers are based in eastern
Ukraine, where they have
fought Moscow-backed sepa-
ratists for eight years. 

The Ukrainian military
said Sunday that it had held off
a renewed Russian offensive
near Bakhmut and Slavyansk,
in the eastern Dontesk region. 

A regional official said
Russian troops also made
renewed attempts at a break-
through near the eastern city of
Izyum early Sunday, but were
held back by Ukrainian forces.

“The enemy is con-
stantly checking the positions
of our armed forces, trying to
break through them, but has
had no success and again suf-
fered heavy human and equip-
ment losses,” Oleh Sinegubov,
the governor of Ukraine's
Kharkiv region, wrote in a
Telegram post.

His claims could not be
independently verified.

Britain's Defense Ministry
said in its daily intelligence
update Sunday that the Russian
army had lost up to one-third
of the combat strength it com-
mitted to Ukraine in late
February and continued to
suffer "consistently high levels
of attrition” while failing to gain
any substantial territory. 

“Russia's Donbas offensive
has lost momentum and fallen
significantly behind schedule,”
the ministry said on Twitter,
adding that the forces are suf-
fering “continued low morale
and reduced combat effective-
ness.”

“Under the current condi-
tions, Russia is unlikely to dra-
matically accelerate its rate of
advance over the next 30 days,”
the ministry said. 

The assessments of Russia's
war performance by Ukraine's
supporters came as Russian
troops retreated from around
Kharkiv, Ukraine's second-
largest city, after bombarding it
for weeks.

The largely Russian-speak-
ing city with a prewar popula-
tion of 1.4 million is only 80
kilometers (50 miles) southwest
of the Russian city of Belgorod,
and was a key military objec-
tive earlier in the war, when
Moscow hoped to capture and
hold major cities.

Ukraine's military has said
Moscow is focused now instead
on guarding supply routes,
while launching mortar,
artillery and airstrikes in an
attempt to deplete Ukrainian
forces and destroy fortifications
in the country's east.

Ukrainian troops are clear-
ing villages on the outskirts of
Kharkiv after pushing the
Russians back, and some resi-
dents were returning.

“The war has shifted
to a new level of distance
artillery fighting -- we fire at
them, they fire at us,” said a
Ukrainian commander who
gave only his first name, Serhii.

Russia is also strik-
ing railways, factories and other
infrastructure across Ukraine.
A Russian missile hit “military
infrastructure facilities” in the
Yavoriv district of western

Ukraine, near the border with
Poland. Early Sunday morning. 

There was no immediate
information on dead or injured,
Lviv Regional Governor
Maksym Kozytskyy posted on
the Telegram messaging app.

Russia has targeted rail
facilities and other critical
infrastructure in western
Ukraine a major gateway for
NATO-supplied weapons.
Western officials have said
despite the attacks there has
been no appreciable impact on
Ukraine's ability to resupply its
forces.

After failing to capture
Kyiv following the February 24
invasion, Putin has shifted his
focus eastward to the Donbas,
aiming to seize territory not
already occupied by the
Moscow-backed separatists. 

Airstrikes and artillery bar-
rages make it extremely dan-
gerous for journalists to move
around in the east, hindering
efforts to get a full picture of the
fighting. But it appears to be a
back-and-forth slog without
major breakthroughs on either
side. In his nightly address
Saturday, Zelenskyy said “the
situation in Donbas remains
very difficult” and Russian
troops were “still trying to
come out at least somewhat vic-
torious.”

In the southern Donbas,
the Azov Sea port of Mariupol

is now largely under Russian
control, except for a few hun-
dred Ukrainian troops who
have refused to surrender and
remain holed up in the
Azovstal steel factory.

A convoy of between 500
and 1,000 cars carrying civil-
ians out of Mariupol reported-
ly was able to reach the
Ukrainian-held city of
Zaporizhzhia on Saturday.
Ukrainian Deputy Prime
Minister Iryna Vereshchuk had
said authorities were negotiat-
ing the evacuation of 60 severe-
ly wounded troops from the
steel plant. 

Turkey's presidential
spokesman, Ibrahim Kalin,
said the country had offered to
evacuate wounded Ukrainian
soldiers and civilians by ship
from Azovstal, according to
official state broadcaster TRT. 

Kalin said Russian and
Ukrainian officials had not
given Turkey a clear answer
regarding the evacuation plan,
but that it was still on the table.

The invasion of Ukraine
has other countries along
Russia's flank worried they
could be next. The government
of long-neutral Finland, which
shares both a 1,340-kilometer
(830-mile) land border and
the Gulf of Finland with Russia,
formally announced Sunday
that it would apply for NATO
membership.
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Almost three months after
Russia shocked the world

by invading Ukraine, its mili-
tary faced a bogged-down war,
the prospect of a bigger NATO
and an opponent buoyed by its
wins on and off the battlefield
Sunday. 

Finland decided to seek
NATO membership as top
diplomats from the Western
alliance met in Berlin. 

The leaders of the militar-
ily neutral country said the
invasion had changed Europe's
security landscape, although
NATO's chief declared that
“Russia's war in Ukraine is not
going as Moscow had planned.”

“Ukraine can win this war,”
NATO Secretary-General Jens
Stoltenberg said, adding that
the alliance must continue to
give the country military sup-
port.Sweden's governing party
plans to announce its position
on applying to join NATO
later Sunday.The two non-
aligned Nordic nations becom-
ing part of the alliance would
pose an affront to Russian

President Vladimir Putin, who
has cited NATO's post-Cold
War expansion in Eastern
Europe as a threat to Russia.
NATO says it is a purely defen-
sive alliance.

While Moscow lost ground
on the diplomatic front,
Russian forces were failing to
make territorial gains in east-
ern Ukraine.

Ukraine said it was holding
off Russian offensives Sunday

in the country's east, and
Western military officials said
the campaign Moscow
launched there after its forces
failed to seize Kyiv, Ukraine's
capital, had slowed to a snail's
pace.

Ukraine, meanwhile, cel-
ebrated a morale-boosting vic-
tory in the Eurovision Song
Contest. Folk-rap ensemble
Kalush Orchestra won the
glitzy pan-European com-

peition ntest with its song
“Stefania,” which has become a
popular anthem among
Ukrainians during the war.

President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy vowed his nation
would claim the customary
winner's honor of hosting the
next annual competition.

“Step by step, we are forc-
ing the occupiers to leave the
Ukrainian land,” Zelenskyy
said. Russian and Ukrainian
fighters are engaged in a grind-
ing battle for the country's
eastern industrial heartland,
the Donbas. 

Ukraine's most experi-
enced and best-equipped sol-
diers are based in eastern
Ukraine, where they have
fought Moscow-backed sepa-
ratists for eight years.  Even
with its setbacks, Russia con-
tinues to inflict death and
destruction across Ukraine. 

Over the weekend, Russian
forces hit a chemical plant and
11 high-rise buildings in
Siverodonetsk, in the Luhansk
area of the Donbas, the region-
al governor said. He said nine
people were injured. 
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Russian President Vladimir
Putin warned his Finnish

counterpart Saturday that rela-
tions between the two neigh-
bours could be "negatively
affected" if Finland follows
through with plans to apply for
NATO membership.

The Kremlin's press service
said in a statement that Putin
told Sauli Niinisto Finland's
abandonment "of its tradition-
al policy of military neutrality
would be an error since there
are no threats to Finland's secu-
rity." 

"Such a change in the coun-
try's foreign policy could neg-
atively affect Russian-Finnish
relations, which had been built
in the spirit of good neighbor-
liness and partnership for many
years, and were mutually ben-
eficial," the statement added.
The response came after
Niinisto told Putin in a phone
conversation that the militarily
non-aligned Nordic country,

which has a complex history
with its huge eastern neighbor,
"will decide to apply for NATO
membership in the coming
days."

Niinisto's office said in a
statement that Finnish head of
state told Putin how starkly
Finland's security environment
had changed after Moscow's
Feb. 24 invasion of Ukraine, and
pointed to Russia's demands for
Finland to refrain from seeking
membership of 30-nation
Western military alliance. "The
discussion (with Putin) was
straightforward and unam-

biguous and was held without
exaggeration. Avoiding tensions
was considered important," said
Niinisto, Finland's president
since 2012 and one of a hand-
ful of Western leaders who has
been in regular dialogue with
Putin over past decade. 

Niinisto pointed out that he
already told Putin at their first
meeting in 2012 that "each
independent nation would max-
imize its own security."  "That is
still the case. By joining NATO,
Finland will strengthen its own
security and assume its respon-
sibilities," Niinisto said. 

Niinisto stressed that
Finland, despite its likely future
membership in NATO, wants to
continue to deal with Russia
bilaterally in "practical issues
generated by border neighbor-
hood" and hopes to engage
with Moscow "in a profession-
al manner." 

According to Kremlin state-
ment, the two leaders also dis-
cussed Russia's "military oper-
ation" in Ukraine, and  possi-
bility of achieving a political
solution. Putin said negotiations
between Moscow and Kyiv had
been suspended due to
Ukraine's "lack of interest in a
serious and constructive dia-
logue." 

The phone call was con-
ducted on Finland's initiative,
Niinisto's office said. Finland
shares a 1,340-kilometer (830-
mile) border with Russia, the
longest by any European Union
member. Niinisto and Finnish
Prime Minister Sanna Marin on
Thursday jointly endorsed their
country's NATO bid
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Asenior NATO official says
Russia's military advance

in Ukraine appears to be fal-
tering and he expressed hope
that Kyiv can win the war.

Top NATO diplomats are
meeting Sunday in Berlin to
discuss providing further sup-
port to Ukraine and moves by
Finland, Sweden and others to
join the western alliance in the
face of threats from Russia.

"The brutal invasion (by)
Russia is losing momentum,"
NATO Deputy-Secretary
General Mircea Geoana told
reporters. "We know that with
the bravery of the Ukrainian
people and army, and with
our help, Ukraine can win this
war." Geoana, who was chair-
ing the meeting while NATO
Secretary General Jens

Stoltenberg recovers from a
COVID-19 infection, said
Ukraine's supporters were
"united, we are strong, will con-
tinue to help Ukraine in win-
ning this war." One key issue
being discussed in Berlin is
expansion of NATO beyond its
current 30 member states.
Finland and Sweden have
already taken steps toward
joining the alliance, while
Georgia's bid is again being dis-
cussed despite dire warnings
from Moscow about the con-

sequences if its neighbour
becomes part of NATO.
"Finland and Sweden are
already the closest partners of
NATO," Geoana said, adding
that he expected allies to view
their applications positively.  

German Foreign Minister
Annalena Baerbock said her
country and others made clear
during a dinner late Saturday
that they would be willing to
fast-track the national ratifica-
tion process for Finland and
Sweden. 
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Senate Republican leader
Mitch McConnell and a del-

egation of GOP senators met
with Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy in Kyiv
during an unannounced visit
Saturday, delivering the latest
show of American solidarity
with the country at war with
Russia.

"Our delegation reaffirmed
to President Zelenskyy that
the United States stands square-
ly behind Ukraine and will sus-
tain our support until Ukraine
wins this war," McConnell said
in a statement released after the
delegation had left Ukraine. A
video posted on Zelenskyy's
Telegram account showed
McConnell,  R-Ky., and Sens.

Susan Collins of Maine, John
Barrasso of Wyoming and John
Cornyn of Texas greeting him
in the capital. Zelenskyy, in an
Instagram post, called the visit
"a strong signal of bipartisan
support for Ukraine from the
United States Congress and
the American people".

Later, in his nightly video
address, Zelenskyy said he
believed that the senators' trip
showed "the strong connection
between the Ukrainian and
American people. 

We discussed various areas
of support for our country,
including defence and finance,
as well as strengthening sanc-
tions against Russia". The trip
came at a time when the Senate
is working to approve a nearly
USD 40 billion package for

Ukraine, a substantial infu-
sion of support that will push
American aid to the region well
above USD 50 billion. 

The measure includes USD
6 billion for Ukraine for intel-
ligence, equipment and train-
ing for its forces, plus USD 4
billion in financing to help
Ukraine and NATO allies build
up their militaries.

Passage was delayed
Thursday by Sen. Rand Paul of
Kentucky, who demanded the
inclusion of a proposal to have
an inspector general scrutinise
the new spending. 

But final approval is not in
doubt and could come in the
week ahead, reflecting over-
whelming support in Congress
for replenishing the Ukrainian
war effort.
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Ukrainian band Kalush
Orchestra won the

Eurovision Song Contest in the
early hours of Sunday in a clear
show of popular support for
the war-ravaged nation that
went beyond music. 

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy wel-
comed victory, Ukraine's third
since its 2003 Eurovision
debut, and said "we will do our
best" to host next year's contest

in hotly contested port city of
Mariupol. He underlined
"Ukrainian Mariupol," adding:
"free, peaceful, rebuilt!"

"I am sure our victorious
chord in battle with enemy is
not far off,'' Zelenskyy said in
a post on Telegram messaging
app. Kalush Orchestra's front
man, Oleh Psiuk, took advan-
tage of enormous global audi-
ence, last year numbering more
than 180 million, to make
impassioned plea to free fight-
ers still trapped beneath a
sprawling steel plant in

Mariupol following their per-
formance. 

"Help Azovstal, right now,?
Psiuk implored from beneath
a bright bucket hat that has
become band's trademark
among fans. 

He later told a news con-
ference that people can help by
"spreading information, talking
out this, reaching out to gov-
ernments to help." Kalush
Orchestra's song, "Stefania,"
was the sentimental and book-
makers' favorite among 25
competing performers in
grand finale. The public vote
from home, via text message or
Eurovision app, proved deci-
sive, lifting them above British
Tik Tok star Sam Ryder, who
led after national juries in 40
countries cast their votes. The
439 fan votes is highest num-
ber of televote points ever
received in a Eurovision con-
test, now in its 66th year. 

Psiuk thanked Ukrainian
diaspora and "and everyone
around world who voted for
Ukraine. ... The victory is very
important to Ukraine.
Especially this year." "Stefania"
was penned by Psiuk  as a trib-

ute to his mother.
but since Russia's Feb. 24

invasion it has become an
anthem to motherland, with
lyrics that pledge: "I'll always
find my way home, even if all
roads are destroyed." 

Turin (Italy): Ukrainian band
Kalush Orchestra, fresh off its
Eurovision victory, released a
new music video on Sunday of
its winning hit "Stefania" that
features scenes of war-rav-
aged Ukraine and women in
combat gear, as the annual
song contest took on ever
more political tones.

The video was released
hours after Kalush Orchestra
brought Ukraine its third
Eurovision win, pulling ahead

of Britain in the grand final
after votes from some of esti-
mated 200 million viewers
from 40 participating countries
were tallied. Band members
posed for photos and signed
autographs outside their Turin
hotel on Sunday, en route to an
interview with Italian host
broadcaster RAI.They must
return to Ukraine on Monday
after being given special per-
mission to leave country to
attend competition. AP 
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With Finland and Sweden
taking steps to join NATO,

the list of "neutral" countries in
Europe appears poised to shrink.
Like two Nordic countries, other
nations joined European Union
for its promise economic and
political unity without taking
sides in East-West divide that
has endured beyond end of
Cold war.

But security concerns over
Russia's ongoing invasion of
Ukraine changed calculus for
Finland and Sweden which have
long espoused neutrality and
caused other traditionally "neu-
tral" countries to re-think what
that term really means for them.
Finland said it will decide on
NATO membership in coming
days while Sweden could follow
suit as public opinion in both

Nordic countries has swelled in
favour of membership. While
EU members are committed to
coming to each other's defense
in case of an external attack, the
pledge has largely remained on
paper as NATO's might over-
shadows bloc's own notions of
collective defence.

Yet, Turkey could still pour
cold water on NATO ambi-
tions of both Finland and
Sweden. Recep Tayyip Erdogan,
NATO member's president said
his country is "not of a
favourable opinion" of idea
because of alleged Nordic coun-
try support for Kurdish militants
and others that Turkey consid-
ers as terrorists."This is key
thing about neutrality: It means
different things to different peo-
ple," said historian Samuel
Kruizinga of University of
Amsterdam. Here's a look at

some countries that have
enshrined "neutrality" into their
laws or generally considered
themselves neutral in show-
down between United States and
Russia and their respective affil-
iates. Austria, Ireland, Cyprus
and Malta are EU members that
have not joined NATO, and
Switzerland has stayed out of
both.    

SWITZERLAND
Arguably most renowned

neutral country in Europe,
Switzerland has enshrined neu-
trality into its constitution and
Swiss voters decided decades ago
to stay out of EU. But its gov-
ernment has been at pains in
recent weeks to explain its con-
cept of neutrality after lining up
behind EU sanctions against
Russia - and Swiss neutrality is
analyzed almost daily in local
media these days.
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Fresh off his country's
Eurovision win, a defiant

Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy vowed early Sunday
to one day host the song contest
in the embattled city of
Mariupol, which is almost
entirely in Russian hands aside
from a stalwart group of a few
hundred Ukrainian fighters who
continue to hold out in a steel
factory.

Ukraine's military said the
Russian forces are now pulling
back from the northeastern city
to focus on guarding supply
routes, while launching mortar,
artillery and airstrikes in the
eastern region of Donetsk in an
attempt to “deplete Ukrainian
forces and destroy fortifica-
tions.” Defence Minister Oleksii
Reznikov said Ukraine was

“entering a new — long-term —
phase of the war”.

Russian forces control a
horseshoe-shaped swath of ter-
ritory in the Ukrainian areas of
Donetsk and Luhansk, which
make up the eastern Donbas
region, along the border of the
industrial region where Ukraine
has battled Moscow-backed sep-
aratists since 2014.

In the southern Donbas, the
Azov Sea port of Mariupol is
now largely in Russian control,
except for the few hundred
troops left in the steel factory.

A convoy of between 500
and 1,000 cars carrying civilians
out of the city was reportedly
able to reach the Ukrainian-held
city of Zaporizhzhia on Saturday,
while Ukrainian Deputy Prime
Minister Vereshchuk said they-
were negotiating the evacuation
of 60 wounded troops.
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Embattled Sri Lankan
President Gotabaya

Rajapaksa on Sunday called on
all lawmakers to unite and
work immediately for a solu-
tion to the people's pressing
problems when the country is
in "dire straits" amid the worst
economic crisis.

In his remarks on the occa-
sion of Vesak Poya Day, the
President said: "We must be
mindful of the current situation
and unite around a programme
that can deliver a fair determi-
nation to all."

Vesak Poya Day com-
memorates the birth, enlight-
enment, and death of Lord
Buddha. The three events in his
life are said to have happened
on the same date.

"...Resilience is essential in
difficult situations. At this junc-
ture, when the country is in

dire straits, all the people's
representatives must work
together immediately for a
solution on behalf of all citi-
zens. 

The true goal should be to
reach the desired target with-
out deviating from the prima-
ry goal," he said. 

Newly-appointed Prime
Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe also issued a
message on the occasion,
stressing that the commitment
to restore the lives of the peo-
ple is a commitment made to
Lord Buddha.

Stating that restraint and
stability should be restored
within Sri Lanka, the Prime
Minister emphasised that the
Buddha's Dhamma, which has
the most valuable philosophi-
cal meaning, also functions as
practical state political guid-
ance.

On Saturday, four ministers

were appointed to the Cabinet
but the Opposition parties
have refused to be part of an
all-party government.

The Leader of the
Opposition, Sajith Premadasa,
in his message said that Lord
Buddha revealed to the world
the message of making the
world better through altruism
instead of ambition, oppor-
tunism and selfishness.

He pointed out that the
teachings of Lord Buddha can
also be applied in practice in
modern life.

The Indian High
Commission in Colombo also
wished all Sri Lankans on the
occasion of Vesak Poya Day.

"High Commission of
India wishes a blessed #Vesak
#Poya Day," the mission tweet-
ed.Sri Lanka is going through
the worst economic crisis since
independence in 1948. A crip-
pling shortage of foreign

reserves has led to long queues
for fuel, cooking gas and other
essentials while power cuts
and soaring food prices heaped
misery on the people.

The economic crisis also
triggered a political crisis in Sri
Lanka and a demand for the
resignation of the powerful
Rajapaksas.

President Rajapaksa sacked
his Cabinet and appointed a
younger Cabinet as a response
to the demand for his resigna-
tion. A continuous protest
opposite his secretariat has
now gone on for well over a
month.On Monday, Gotabaya
Rajapaksa's elder brother
Mahinda Rajapaksa resigned as
the prime minister to make
way for the president to appoint
an interim all political party
government. Wickremesinghe
was appointed the country's
new prime minister on
Thursday. 
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In an unusual move, Sri
Lanka's new Prime Minister

Ranil Wickremesinghe has
extended public support to
the protesters, who have been
camping at a popular beach-
front here for over a month
calling for President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa's resignation for
mishandling the country's
worst economic crisis.

The Prime Minister on
Saturday said he had appoint-
ed a committee to look after
the interests of the 'Gota Go
Home' village protesters who
have been camping at
Colombo's Galle Face Green
since April 9.   

Wickremesinghe, who was
appointed by President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa as Prime
Minister after asking his elder
brother Mahinda Rajapaksa
to quit, said the young pro-
testers in the village would be
safeguarded and their views

would be sought for the shap-
ing of future policy.

In an interview with the
BBC Sinhala Service, the Prime
Minister said the 'Gota Go
Gama' protest should be con-
tinued to bring a change in the
political system in the country
and let the country's youth take
the responsibility to lead.

Wickremesinghe, the 73-
year-old United National Party
(UNP) leader, was appointed
as Sri Lanka's 26th prime min-
ister on Thursday as the coun-
try was without a government
since Monday when prime
minister Mahinda Rajapaksa
resigned after violence erupt-
ed following an attack on the
anti-government protesters by
his supporters.

The attack triggered wide-
spread violence against
Rajapaksa loyalists, leaving
nine people dead and wound-
ing over 200 others.

Rajapaksa's Sri Lanka
Podujana Peramuna Party

(SLPP) has extended their sup-
port to Wickremesinghe and
almost all parties represented
in the 225-member Parliament
have said although they
wouldn't be a party to
Wickremesinghe's government
they would support him in his
effort to pull Sri Lanka out of
the current economic crisis.

Political sources said two
more ministers are to be
appointed to the interim
Cabinet on Sunday. Rajapaksa

appointed four of them on
Saturday. At least 78 parlia-
mentarians, including the for-
mer prime minister Mahinda
Rajapaksa, had faced arson
attacks on their private prop-
erties during the unrest on
May 9.

At the government parlia-
mentary group meeting held
on Saturday, the attendance
was low as parliamentarians
still fear for their lives despite
the imposition of curfew.
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Two Sikh businessmen
were shot dead on Sunday

by unidentified gunmen in
Pakistan's  northwestern
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province, the latest targeted
terrorist attack against the
minority community in the
restive province bordering
Afghanistan.

Saljeet Singh, 42, and
Ranjeet Singh, 38, died on the
spot after being attacked by
two bike-borne assailants in
the morning, according to
the police.

The attackers fled after
carrying out the attack.

The two Sikhs were in the

business of spices and had
shops in the Bata Tal bazaar
in Sarband, about 17 kms
from Peshawar.

No group has so far
claimed responsibility for the
killing.

The Counter-Terrorism
Department registered a case
of murder of the two Sikh
men, Saddar Superintendent
of Police Aqiq Hussain told
Geo News.

"The incident appears to
be a terrorist attack. The
CCT V footage wi l l  be
acquired and the suspects
will be arrested soon," he
said.

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif condemned the inci-

dent and directed Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister
Mahmood Khan to ensure
immediate arrest and pun-
ishment of the culprits.

He also urged the chief
minister to ensure steps for
the protection of the lives and
properties of the citizens,
particularly of non-Muslims.

Sharif expressed sympa-
thies with the bereaved fam-
ilies of the deceased.

He observed that enmity
with Pakistan was the reason
behind this "act of terrorism"
and resolved to eliminate the
enemies of the country, the
report said.

Interior Minister Rana
Sanaullah cr it icised the

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa gov-
ernment for the attack and
sought a report from the
provincial chief secretary and
inspector general of police.

"The KP government has
terribly failed at protecting
the minorities," Sanaullah
said, indicating past incidents
of violence against Sikhs in
the province.

He urged law enforce-
ment agencies and the provin-
cial government led by Imran
Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) to ensure the
security of minorities.

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Chief Minister Mahmood
Khan condemned the attack
and directed the police to take

immediate steps to arrest the
culprits.

He said that the incident
was a conspiracy to disrupt
the inter-faith harmony in
the province.

The Chief Minister said
that justice will be provided to
the families of the deceased.

Foreign Minister Bilawal
Bhutto-Zardari called for the
immediate arrest of those
involved.

"No one will be allowed to
disturb inter-faith harmony in
the country and harm nation-
al unity," he said in a state-
ment,  adding that  the
Pakistan Peoples Party was
the country's real representa-
tive party and would not

abandon the Sikh communi-
ty.

Meanwhile, the Human
Rights Commission of
Pakistan condemned the
killing.

"This is not the first time
that the Sikh community in
KP has been targeted and we
demand that the KP police
identify and arrest the per-
petrators promptly," it said.

It also called on the gov-
ernment to "make it clear
that violence against religious
minorities will not be toler-
ated".

The All Pakistan Ulema
Council (APUC) also con-
demned the killing.

APUC head Tahir Ashrafi

said that the Peshawar admin-
istration should ensure pro-
tection of non-Muslims citi-
zens and arrest the murderers
of Ranjeet and Kanwaljeet.

About 15,000 Sikhs live in
Peshawar, mostly in the Jogan
Shah neighbourhood of the
provincial capital Peshawar.

Most of the members of
the Sikh community in
Peshawar are involved in
business, while some also
have pharmacies.

In September last year, a
well-known Sikh 'hakeem'
(Unani medicine practitioner)
was shot dead by unidentified
gunmen inside his clinic in
Peshawar.

In 2018, Charanjit Singh,

a prominent Sikh communi-
ty member, was killed by
unknown men in Peshawar.

Similarly, news channel
anchor Ravinder Singh was
killed in 2020 in the city.

In 2016,  Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaaf National
Assembly member Soren
Singh was also killed in
Peshawar.

According to the 2017
census, Hindus constitute the
largest religious minority in
Pakistan. Christians make up
the second largest religious
minority.

The Ahmadis, Sikhs and
Parsis are also among the
notable religious minorities in
Pakistan.
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Three children and as many
soldiers of the Pakistan

Army were killed in a suicide
blast on Sunday in Pakistan's
restive North Waziristan trib-
al district bordering
Afghanistan, the Army said.

The incident occurred in
the Miran Shah town, some
250 kms from here, the Army's
media wing Inter-Services
Public Relations (ISPR) said in
a statement.

The children were aged
between 4 to 11 years, it said,
adding that three soldiers also
died in the incident.

"Intelligence agencies are
investigating to find out about
(the) suicide bomber and his
handlers/facilitators," the ISPR
added.Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif condemned the suicide
attack and expressed grief over

the lives lost.
In a statement, he offered

his condolences to the families
of the children.

"The killers of innocent
children are the enemies of
both Islam and humanity. We
will not sit idle until this bru-
tality is eradicated," he said,
vowing to punish the facilita-
tors of the attacker.

Taking to Twitter, the
prime minister also said:
"Blood of our soldiers and cit-
izens is a debt on us that we will
repay by eradicating terrorism
from our country."

Information Minister
Marriyum Aurangzeb also con-
demned the attack and offered
her condolences.

According to Radio
Pakistan, the minister said
miscreants wanted to "desta-
bilise law and order in the
country".

Foreign Minister Bilawal
Bhutto-Zardari also con-
demned the attack.

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Chief Minister Mahmood
Khan condemned the blast.

Last month, two Pakistan
Army soldiers were killed in the
Sararogha area of South

Waziristan district during a gun
battle with terrorists.

On April 23, three sol-
diers were killed in the
Dewagar area of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa's North
Waziristan district during an
exchange of fire with terrorists
from across the Afghan border.
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Ateenage gunman wearing
military gear and

livestreaming with a helmet
camera opened fire with a
rifle at a Buffalo, New York,
supermarket in what authori-
ties described as "racially moti-
vated violent extremism",
killing 10 people and wound-
ing three others Saturday
before he surrendered.

Police officials said the
18-year-old gunman, who is
white, was wearing body
armour and military-style
clothing when he pulled up
and opened fire at people at a
Tops Friendly Market, the
shooting streamed via a cam-
era affixed to the man's helmet.

"He exited his vehicle. He
was very heavily armed. He
had tactical gear. He had a tac-
tical helmet on. He had a cam-
era that he was livestreaming
what he was doing," city Police
Commissioner Joseph
Gramaglia said at a news con-
ference afterward.

Gramaglia said the gun-
man initially shot four people
outside the store, three fatally.
Inside the store, a security
guard who was a retired
Buffalo police officer fired
multiple shots at the gunman
and struck him, but the bullet
hit the gunman's bulletproof
vest and had no effect,
Gramaglia added. The com-
missioner said the gunman
then killed the security guard.

Video also captured the
suspect as he walked into the
supermarket where he shot
several other victims, accord-
ing to authorities.

Police said 11 of the vic-
tims were Black and two were
white. The supermarket is in a
predominantly Black neigh-
bourhood a few kilometers
north of downtown Buffalo.

"This is the worst night-
mare that any community can
face, and we are hurting and
we are seething right now,"
Buffalo Mayor Byron Brown
said at the news conference.
"The depth of pain that fami-
lies are feeling and that all of
us are feeling right now cannot
even be explained."

Gramaglia said Buffalo
police entered the store and
confronted the gunman in the
vestibule.

"At that point the suspect
put the gun to his own neck.
Buffalo police personnel --
two patrol officers -- talked the
suspect into dropping the gun.
He dropped the gun, took off

some of his tactical gear, sur-
rendered at that point. And he
was led outside, put in a police
car," he said.

The suspected gunman
was later identified as Payton
Gendron, of Conklin, a New
York state community about
200 miles (320 kilometres)
southeast of Buffalo, two law
enforcement officials told The
Associated 

Press. The officials were
not permitted to speak publicly
on the matter and did so on the
condition of anonymity.

Wearing a hospital gown,
Gendron was arraigned in
court Saturday evening on
first-degree murder charges
and ordered detained without
bail. 

Another court hearing is
scheduled for next week.

At the earlier news brief-
ing, Erie County Sheriff John
Garcia pointedly called the
shooting a hate crime.

"This was pure evil. It was
straight up racially-motivated
hate crime from somebody
outside of our community,
outside of the City of Good
neighbours.... Coming into
our community and trying to
inflict that evil upon us,"
Garcia said.

Elsewhere, NAACP
President Derrick Johnson
issued a statement in which he
called the shooting "absolute-
ly devastating".

"Our hearts are with the

community and all who have
been impacted by this terrible
tragedy. Hate and racism have
no place in America. We are
shattered, extremely angered
and praying for the victims'
families and loved ones," he
added.

Separately, the Rev. Al
Sharpton called on the White
House to convene a meeting
with Black, Jewish and Asian
"to underscore the Federal
government (is) escalating its
efforts against hate crimes". In
a tweet, Sharpton said that
"leaders of all these commu-
nities should stand together on
this!" 

The shooting came little
more than a year after a March
2021 attack at a King Soopers
grocery in Boulder, Colorado,
that killed 10 people.
Investigators have not released
any information about why
they believe 

the man charged in that
attack targeted the supermar-
ket.

At the scene in Buffalo on
Saturday afternoon, police
closed off an entire block,
lined by spectators, and yellow
police tape-surrounded the
full parking lot.

Witnesses Braedyn
Kephart and Shane Hill, both
20, pulled into the parking lot
just as the shooter was exiting.
They described him as a white
male in his late teens or early
twenties sporting full camo, a
black helmet and what
appeared to be a rifle.
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North Korea has con-
firmed 15 more deaths

and hundreds of thousands of
additional patients with fevers
as it mobilises more than a
million health and other
workers to try to suppress the
country's first COVID-19
outbreak, state media report-
ed Sunday.

After maintaining a wide-
ly disputed claim that it's
been coronavirus-free for
more than two years, North
Korea announced Thursday
that it had found its  first
COVID-19 patients  since
the pandemic began.

It said a fever has spread
across the country "explo-
sively" since late April but
hasn't disclosed exactly how
many COVID-19 cases were
found. Some experts say
North Korea lacks the diag-
nostic kits needed to test a
large number of suspected
COVID-19 patients.

The additional deaths
reported Sunday took the
country's reported fever-relat-
ed fatalities to 42. The official
Korean Central News Agency
also reported that another
296,180 people with fevers
had been tallied, taking the

reported total to 820,620.
The outbreak has trig-

gered concern about a
humanitarian crisis in North
Korea because most of the
country's 26 million people
are believed to be unvacci-
nated against the coronavirus
and its public health care sys-
tem has been in shambles for
decades. Some experts say
North Korea might suffer
huge fatalities if it doesn't
immediately receive outside
shipments of vaccines, med-
icines and other medical sup-
plies.

"Without COVID-19 test
kits, North Korea is resorting
to body temperature checks to
guess at infections. But with
such a very inferior and inac-
curate method of examina-
tion, it's impossible to find
asymptomatic virus carriers
and control viral surges," said
analyst Cheong Seong-Chang
at South Korea's Sejong
Institute.

"As North Korea's (sus-
pected) COVID-19 infections
are explosively increasing, its
death toll is expected to con-
tinue to rise," Cheong added.

Since Thursday, North
Korea has imposed a nation-
wide lockdown to fight the
virus. 
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Devasahayam Pillai, who
embraced Christianity in

the 18th century, on Sunday
became the first Indian layman to
be declared a saint by Pope
Francis during an impressive
canonisation ceremony here at
the Vatican. Devasahayam was
recommended for the process of
Beatification by the Vatican in
2004, at the request of the Kottar
diocese, Tamil Nadu Bishops'
Council and the Conference of
Catholic Bishops of India.

Pope Francis, 85, canonised
Blessed Devasahayam during a
Canonisation Mass in St Peter's
Basilica in the Vatican.

A miracle attributed to
Devasahayam was recognised by
Pope Francis in 2014, clearing the
path to his canonisation in 2022.
It was the first canonisation cer-
emony at the Vatican in over two
years. Pope Francis, who has been
complaining of strained liga-
ments in his right knee for
months, used a wheelchair to pre-
side over the ceremony.  Nine
others, including four women,
were also canonised along with
Devasahayam."Our calling is to
serve the Gospel and our broth-
ers and sisters, to offer our lives
without expecting anything in
return, or any worldly glory," the
Pope said during the ceremony.

"Being disciples of Jesus and
advancing on the path of holiness

means first and foremost letting
ourselves be transfigured by the
power of God's love," he said.

A group of Indians holding
the tricolour cheered from the
gathering when Devasahayam's
name was announced.  

With the completion of the
process, Pillai, who took the
name "Lazarus" after embracing
Christianity in 1745, became the
first lay person from India to
become a saint.

Devasahayam was born on
April 23, 1712 as Neelakanta Pillai
into a Hindu Nair family, at
Nattalam in Kanyakumari dis-
trict, which was part of the erst-
while Travancore kingdom.

He was an official in the
court of Travancore's Maharaja
Marthanda Varma when he was
instructed into the Catholic faith
by a Dutch naval commander.
"Lazarus" or "Devasahayam" in
Malayalam, translates to "God is
my help"."While preaching, he
particularly insisted on the equal-
ity of all people, despite caste dif-
ferences. This aroused the hatred
of the higher classes, and he was
arrested in 1749. After enduring
increasing hardships, he received
the crown of martyrdom when he
was shot on 14 January 1752," a
note prepared by the Vatican ear-
lier had said.

Sites linked with his life and
death are in Kottar Diocese, in the
Kanyakumari district of Tamil
Nadu.
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New Delhi: FMCG manufac-
turers are opting to reduce
product weight rather than
price of items targeted at lower-
end consumers, while resorting
to single-digit price increase on
some large packs and launch-
ing 'bridge packs', as they seek
to overcome the impact of
commodity price rise and
unprecedented inflation. 

Besides, they are also using
economical packaging, recycled
products, and cutting spending
on advertising and marketing
to counter sudden spur in
costs due to geopolitical crises
such as the Russia-Ukraine
War as well as the export ban
of Palm oil from Indonesia.

The growing commodity
prices and unprecedented infla-
tion touching a new high, has
forced the consumers to tight-
en their purse strings and opt
for the low-unit price (LUP)
packs to maintain their house-
hold budgets.

Homegrown FMCG
maker Dabur India has
responded to this challenge
with a mix of pricing actions
and cost control measures, said
its CEO Mohit Malhotra.

"In the urban markets,
where the per capita income is
higher and consumers have the
spending power, we have taken
up prices in larger packs. In the
rural markets, on the other
hand, where LUP packs are
sold, we have seen grammage
reduction to protect sacred
price points like Re 1, Rs 5 and
Rs 10," he said.

With no sign of inflation
coming down in the coming
quarters, FMCG companies
are fighting back through
grammage cuts, launch bridge
packs and a single-digit price
increase on some large packs.

Recently several companies
have reduced the grammage of
their products available at pop-
ular price points, ranging from
soaps to noodles, chips to Aloo
Bhujia and biscuits to choco-
lates.

"We have observed that
some consumers have shifted
to affordable packs or LUPs to
manage their monthly grocery
budget. We have also increased
supplies of LUPs of our key
brands across categories to
meet this consumer need,"
Malhotra said.

While Parle Products
Senior Category Head Mayank
Shah said there are "some early
signs" of downtrading, con-
sumers turning to value packs,
as the sale of low unit price
packs is slightly going up.

"In terms of smaller packs,
there is a bit of traction hap-
pening given the situation,"
he said.

Downtrading refers to the
practice of switching from
expensive products to cheaper
alternatives by customers in a
bid to conserve cash.

According to retail intel-
ligence platform Bizom, there
is a "definite increase" in the
consumption of products
across lower price points in
both urban and rural centres in
the January-March quarter in
comparison to the July-
September quarter.

This is mainly on account
of Hyper Price inflation from
edible  oils which is a key
ingredient in the Indian food
plate, it said.

"There are signs of signif-
icant downtrading among
FMCG products across both
urban and rural India. Price
inflation remains the key dri-
ver of this shift across cate-
gories especially among those
where oil, wheat and other
inflationary commodities
remain a key input ingredient,"
said Bizom Chief of Growth &
Insights Akshay 
D'Souza.

Edelweiss Financial
Services Executive Vice
President Abneesh Roy said the
consumer is trying to save
money by buying smaller packs
and this is happening across all
FMCG categories. PTI
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Mumbai: Union Tourism and
Culture Minister G Kishan
Reddy on Sunday said that the
government is working towards
a comprehensive national
tourism policy to give an impe-
tus to the tourism industry.

Addressing the last day of
the two-day India International
Cruise Conference here, Reddy
also urged the industry stake-
holders to prepare a road map
for the development of the
cruise tourism industry and
asked them to create an action
plan on cruise tourism in a
mission-mode.

The government is taking
a slew of initiatives to promote
river cruise tourism, which
include river front develop-
ment, increasing the number of
cruise ships to 1,000, infra-
structure development for
water parks, among others, he
said at the event hosted by the
Ports, Shipping and Waterways
Ministry in collaboration with
industry body Ficci.

During the day, as many as
eight memorandum of under-
standing (MoUs) were signed
between Mumbai Port Trust,
Inland Waterways Authority of
India (IWAI) and various

cruise services operators in
the presence of Union Minister
for Ports, Shipping and
Waterways, Sarbananda
Sonowal and Reddy.

The domestic river cruise
industry is at a nascent stage
with an initial focus on NW 1
(Ganga) and NW 2
(Brahmaputra) servicing
around 13,000 passenger
movements in 2019, across
100 cruise trips, accounting for
around 1 per cent of the glob-

al river cruise market.
However, this segment of

tourism also got impacted due
to COVID-19 pandemic and is
now looking at revival.

Globally the river cruise
market has grown at around 5
per cent over the last few years
and is expected to constitute
around 37 per cent of the
cruise market by 2027.

Europe has been driving
growth with around 60 per cent
share of river cruise vessels in

the world with rivers Danube
in Europe and Yangtze in
China dominating the river
cruise market globally.

"We are working on a com-
prehensive national tourism
policy to promote the tourism
industry. It will also bring in
important stakeholders includ-
ing the various state govern-
ments together," Reddy said.

Calling for international
cruise operators to invest in the
domestic cruise tourism indus-
try, the Union Tourism
Minister said that the govern-
ment will facilitate all that is
required to set up business
here. "We need to concentrate
both on domestic and interna-
tional tourism. 

This is high time we work
together and explore the poten-
tial of tourism in the country,"
the Minister said.

He said that India would be
hosting the G23 Summit next
year, during which some 120
conferences on different sub-
jects, including on cruise
tourism, are expected to be
organized across various cities
in the country, adding that, "We
should utilize this opportuni-
ty with proper branding. PTI
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New Delhi: Public sector banks
reported over 51 per cent dip
in the amount involved in
frauds to Rs 40,295.25 crore
during the financial year ended
March 2022, the Reserve Bank
of India has said.

The 12 PSBs (Public Sector
Banks) had reported frauds
worth Rs 81,921.54 crore in
preceding fiscal 2020-21, the
Reserve Bank has said in
response to an application
under the Right to Information
(RTI) Act.

However, the number of
fraud cases didn't fall at the
same pace as a total of 7,940
frauds reported by the PSBs in
2021-22, against 9,933 inci-
dents reported in FY21, said
the RBI's reply to Madhya
Pradesh-based RTI activist
Chandrashekhar Gaur.

According to the RBI data
on frauds reported by PSBs in
all categories during FY22, the
highest amount of Rs 9,528.95
crore was reported by the city-
based Punjab National Bank
(PNB), involving 431 such inci-
dents.

The country's largest
lender State Bank of India
reported frauds worth Rs
6,932.37 crore in as many as

4,192 cases -- reflecting inci-
dents of a large number of
small value frauds.

Bank of India reported
frauds worth Rs 5,923.99 crore
(209 incidents), followed by
Bank of Baroda at Rs 3,989.36
crore (280); Union Bank of
India Rs 3,939 crore (627),
while Canara Bank reported
frauds worth Rs 3,230.18 crore
in just 90 cases -- showing that
the transactions were of high
value frauds.

Among others, Indian
Bank customers faced frauds
amounting to Rs 2,038.28 crore
in 211 cases; Indian Overseas
Bank Rs 1,733.80 crore (312);
Bank of Maharashtra Rs
1,139.36 crore (72 cases);
Central Bank of India Rs
773.37 crore; UCO Bank Rs
611.54 crore (114 crore) and
Punjab & Sind Bank reported
frauds of Rs 455.04 crore in as
many as 159 incidents.

RBI said that the data may
change subject to rectifica-
tion/update made subsequent
to first reporting of banks (in
respect of individual frauds).
As per the RBI reply, the
amount of frauds worth less
than Rs 1 lakh has been record-
ed from April 1, 2017. PTI
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Mumbai: The price for pre-
mature redemption of sover-
eign gold bond (SGB) due on
Tuesday has been fixed at Rs
5,115 per unit, an RBI release
said.

Premature redemp-
tion of Gold Bond is permitted
after the fifth year from the date
of issue and the due date of
SGB 2016-17, Series III issued
on November 17, 2016 is  May
17, 2022. 

The redemption price of
SGB is based on the average
closing price of gold of 999
purity of the week (Monday-
Friday) preceding the date of
redemption as published by the
India Bullion and Jewellers
Association Ltd (IBJA).

"Accordingly, the redemp-
tion price for the second pre-
mature redemption due on
May 17, 2022 shall be Rs 5,115
per unit of SGB based on the
simple average of closing price
of gold for the week May 09-13,
2022," the RBI said in a state-
ment.

The issue price of the
Sovereign Gold Bond Scheme
2016-17, Series III was Rs
2,957 per gram of gold. The
nominal value of the bond
was fixed on the basis of aver-
age closing price for gold of 999
purity (October 17-21, 2016)

published by the IBJA at Rs
3,007 per gram. The govern-
ment, in consultation with the
RBI, had offered a discount of
Rs 50 per gram on the nomi-
nal value of the sovereign gold
bond.

The RBI issues the bonds
on behalf of the Government of
India which are sold through
banks, Stock Holding
Corporation of India Limited
(SHCIL), designated post
offices, and NSE and BSE.

As regards taxation,
Deepak Jain, Chief Executive,

TaxManager.In, a tax efiling
and compliance management
portal, said the interest earned
from SGB will be taxable as
income from other sources
while TDS is not applicable on
the bond.

He said the rules on the
taxation of capital gains on
redemption of SGB are very
clear that after the maturity of
8 years lock-in period - the
entire gains are exempted or tax
free.

However, if the SGB is
redeemed after the lock-in

period of 5 years and before the
maturity period of 8 years, the
gains accumulated on the
redemption will be long term
capital gains and it will be taxed
at 20 per cent with indexation
benefit, Jain said.

If the indexation benefit is
not opted then 10 per cent tax
rate will apply, he said.

Col Sanjeev Govila (Retd.),
who runs a Sebi-registered
financial advisory firm, Hum
Fauji Initiative, opined that
SGBs are primarily bought for
buying gold as a long-term
asset allocation strategy which,
apart from the capital appreci-
ation, also gives a 2.5 per cent
annual interest.

According to him, SGB
2016-17 Series III bonds have
given "very good returns" of
about 13.5 per cent annualised
including the interest earned.

"With the current uncer-
tainty on inflation stickiness
and GDP growth outlooks, it
would be good to hold on to
these SGBs," he added.

The scheme was launched
in November 2015 with an
objective to reduce the demand
for physical gold and shift a
part of the domestic savings -
- used for the purchase of the
yellow metal -- into financial
savings. PTI
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New Delhi: E-commerce
major Amazon India on
Sunday said it has cumulative-
ly created more than 11.6 lakh
direct and indirect jobs,
enabled nearly USD 5 billion in
cumulative exports and digi-
tised over 40 lakh MSMEs in
the country till date.

In January 2020, at the
first edition of its annual event
Amazon Smbhav, the compa-
ny had pledged to digitise 1
crore MSMEs (Micro Small
and Medium Enterprises),
enable USD 10 billion in cumu-
lative exports and create 20
lakh jobs in India by 2025.

"Amazon India today
shared updates on its key
pledges for India and
announced that it has cumula-
tively created more than 11.6
lakh direct and indirect jobs,
enabled nearly USD 5 billion in
cumulative exports and digi-
tised over 40 lakh MSMEs in
India till date," the company
said in a statement.

The jobs created includes
direct jobs as well as employ-
ment opportunities it spurred in
seller community and affiliated
industries like packaging, logis-
tics, transportation and delivery.

Amazon has also doubled
its exports pledge to now enable

USD 20 billion in cumulative
exports from India by 2025. Last
year, at Amazon Smbhav 2021,
the company had announced
the Amazon Smbhav Venture
Fund to invest in startups and
entrepreneurs focused on tech-
nology innovations.

The fund is focused on
supporting entrepreneurs and
startups that are doing innov-
ative work in the area of Small
and Medium Business (SMB)
digitisation. As part of the
fund, Amazon has already
invested in 'MyGlamm',
'M1xchange' and 'Small
Case'.Manish Tiwary, Country
Manager, India Consumer
Business Amazon India,
believes that technology and
mobile internet will continue to
positively impact India's eco-
nomic growth, with Amazon
poised to play a larger role in
the country's digital transfor-
mation and a modern, thriving
digital economy.

"As we continue to work
with MSMEs across the coun-
try, we remain committed to
bringing new tools and tech-
nology that will unleash the
entrepreneurial spirit of Indian
businesses, boost exports from
the country and help create jobs
at scale," Tiwary said. 1 PTI
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Panaji: Goa Chief Minister
Pramod Sawant on Saturday
met with senior management
officials of the Tata Sons Group
and discussed various ways to
boost investment in the coastal
state.

Sawant along with
Industries Minister Mauvin
Godinho and Chief Secretary
Puneet Kumar Goel interacted
with the Chairman Tata Sons
Group, N Chandrasekharan,
Noel Tata and other top CEOs
to boost investments in Goa.

During the meeting, the
opportunities in all the sectors
like IT, Aviation manufactur-
ing, Retail, Hospitality, Training
centres for hospitality and soft
skills were discussed, according
to an official statement.

The Goa State Industries
Association played a key role in
arranging this crucial meeting
with an agenda to boost MSME
growth, the statement added.

Tata Sons Group Chairman
was impressed by the earnest-
ness of the CM and Industries

Ministers holistic approach
towards employment genera-
tion and "promised to imme-
diately plan an internal meet-
ing with their top CEOs to pro-
mote new-generation busi-
nesses for Goa," it 
added. PTI
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New Delhi: The commerce
ministry has convened an inter-
ministerial meeting on May 18
to hold consultations on issues
that are likely to figure promi-
nently in the forthcoming
meeting of the highest deci-
sion-making body of the World
Trade Organisation (WTO) in
Geneva next month, an official
said.

The 12th ministerial con-
ference of the WTO is sched-
uled from June 12-15 in
Geneva. The 164-member
multilateral body frames glob-
al trade rules and adjudicates
trade disputes among member
nations.

Issues which are expected
to figure in the meeting
includes a proposed agree-

ment on fisheries subsidies;
agriculture; digital trade or e-
commerce; WTO's response
to pandemic including TRIPS
(trade related aspects of intel-
lectual property rights) waiver;
Joint Statement Initiative (JSI)
matters like trade and gender,
trade and MSME; reforms in
the WTO like appellate body
crisis, special and differential
treatment.

JSI is a negotiating method
started by a certain group of
WTO member countries on
some specific issues without
following the rule of consensus
decision-making, which
involves all the members of the
WTO.Members are negotiating
a proposed fisheries subsidies
agreement. 

The objective is to disci-
pline subsidies for sustainable
fishing, eliminate IUU (Illegal,
Unreported and Unregulated)
fishing subsidies and prohibit
them from contributing to

overcapacity and overfishing.
The official said that sec-

retaries from different depart-
ments, including agriculture,
environment, consumer affairs,
animal husbandry, fisheries,
women and child develop-
ment, MSME, electronics and
IT, and pharmaceuticals are
expected to participate in the
d a y - l o n g
deliberations.Representatives
from different bodies such as
Indian Institute of Foreign
Trade (IIFT), RIS, NCAER,
ICRIER and National Academy
of Agricultural Sciences are also
invited for the consultations.
R/��#	����	.�	�	$� #'������ 
����� !	� 	�/:	�##'�#	� 
%��%������ 	&��	���	�N��	�� �#������
$� &��� $�*R	���	�&&�$���	�����,	 ����

Kolkata: Steel sector players are
facing some heat owing to
high input commodity prices as
finished steel products have
begun to decline since April
after the Russia-Ukraine war
broke out.

Prices in the long products
segment have declined on an
average of 10-15 per cent to Rs
57,000 per tonne in Kolkata
market from a high of Rs
65,000 a tonne. Coal which is
a key raw material for the sec-
ondary steel producers has
turned out to be the major pain
point, officials said.

Steel prices from leading
players were higher at Rs
75,000-76,000 per tonne at its

peak. "Steel products, be it
construction like TMT bars
and structurals have come
down between 10 and 15 per
cent due to sluggish demand
and are expected to ease a lit-
tle more before it settles. While
our costs have soared," Steel
Rolling Mills Association chair-
man Vivek Adukia told PTI.

"Our costs have increased
by 50 per cent despite a com-
promise on quality of inputs,
secondary steel producers
using Direct Reduced Iron
(DRI) require high quality
thermal coal to make sponge
iron. 

The imported coal price
which was USD 120 per tonne

had shot up to USD 300 per
tonne after the war broke out.
The price is not sustainable
unless passed through," he
said.

"Steel prices, which have
been on a song for the past two
years, are finally set to correct
on weak seasonality, and may
trade at around Rs 60,000 per
tonne by the end of the current
fiscal year, down from the Rs
76,000 per tonne peak it scaled
last month", rating agency
Crisil said in its latest report.

A PSU steel maker without
divulging details said there
had been some easing in the
price of steel.

"Demand has gone up

post-Covid because of a lot of
spending by various govern-
ments. At the same time, sup-

ply had not caught up. 
So there is a reason why we

have seen a very big increase in
steel prices. Now we are seeing
a slight correction in steel
prices," JSW Steel joint MD
Seshagiri Rao had commented
recently at the ET Awards cer-
emony.

He, however, said it was
anybody's guess whether steel
prices had peaked out.

Tata Steel MD & CEO T V
Narendran, however, have a
contrarian view and had said
recently that as far as "first
quarter" of this year (FY'23) is
concerned, "we expect in India
the prices to be Rs 8,000-8,500
per tonne higher than fourth

quarter which will cover the
cost increases that we are fac-
ing due to high coal prices."

According to Koustav
Mazumdar, an associate direc-
tor with the agency, the onset
of the weak demand season
because of the monsoon and
less-lucrative exports mean
domestic steel prices should
begin easing and ultimately
move towards Rs 60,000/tonne
by March 2023, down from the
Rs 76,000/tonne peak it scaled
in just last month, which will
still be well above the pre-pan-
demic levels.

Adukia said steel compa-
nies are now forced to import
coal for survival as Coal India

is not lending its ears to their
demand.

"As Coal India is not lis-
tening to our plea that coal is
"not" for fuel but a key raw
material and so we should be
treated as a priority sector. We
have approached the state gov-
ernment to speak to the city
headquartered miner on our
behalf," Adukia said. "If coal
prices in the international mar-
ket do not decline then 30-40
per cent of the secondary steel
units will have to scale down
production or close down.
There are about 65 secondary
units in West Bengal and about
one lakh employment is asso-
ciated," he said. PTI
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New Delhi: Around 84 per
cent of employees globally say
the organisation's culture has
improved since the start of the
pandemic, an EY Survey said.

The EY 2022 Work
Reimagined Survey found that
36 per cent of employer respon-
dents say they want employees
to come back to the office five
days a week.

The survey canvassed the
views of more than 1,500 busi-
ness leaders and more than
17,000 employees across 22
countries and 26 industry sec-
tors.  In India, the responses are
captured by more than 100
business leaders and more than
500 employees.

The survey shows that, as
many countries emerge from the
Covid-19 pandemic, employees
have gained significant influence
over their employers and that
their 'wish list' from potential
employers is changing.

"Employees across India
now hold more control in the
job market, with more than half
of respondents saying they are
likely to quit in the next 12
months - driven mostly by a
desire for higher total pay, bet-
ter career opportunities and
flexibility amid rising inflation,
a shrinking labour market and
an increase in jobs offering
flexible working," the EY 2022
Work Reimagined Survey said.

EY India, Partner & India
Leader, Workforce Advisory
Services, Anurag Malik said,
the survey says that the balance
of power has shifted to favour
employees. PTI
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Opening batter Yashasvi
Jaiswal and opening
bowler Trent Boult were

stars on Sunday (May 15) at the
Brabourne Stadium in Mumbai
as the Sanju Samson-led
Rajasthan Royals (RR) defeat-
ed KL Rahul's Lucknow Super
Giants (LSG) by 24 runs in
Match Number 63 of the ongo-
ing 2022 season of the Indian
Premier League.

With the win over the IPL

debutants, the 2008 winners
moved to the second position
in the league table and have
almost confirmed their place in
the playoffs for the first time
since the 2018 edition of the
world's richest franchise crick-
et league.

Chasing the target of 179
runs, LSG could only manage
to reach 154 for 8. They suf-
fered a double blow early in the
third over of the innings when
Boult removed Quinton de
Kock (7) and Ayush Badoni (0)

on successive balls. And just
when they were starting to
recover from it, Prasidh
Krishna removed KL Rahul for
10, making it 29-3 for LSG in
5.3 overs.

Deepak Hooda (59 from 39
balls) tried to revive the innings
along with Krunal Pandya (25)
and added 65 runs for the
fourth wicket but failed to take
the side past the finish line.

Boult (4-0-18-2), Obed
McCoy (4-0-35-2), Prasidh
Krishna (4-0-32-2) each took

two wickets for the Royals,
while Yuzvendra Chahal, and
Ravichandran Ashwin each
dismissed one batter.

Earlier, batting first after
winning the toss, Rajasthan
Royals rode on Yashasvi
Jaiswal's 29-ball 41 and Devdutt
Padikkal's 39 from 18 balls to
post a fighting total of 178 runs
for the loss of six wickets.

Ravi Bishnoi was the most
successful bowler for LSG,
picking up 2/31 in four overs,
while Jason Holder, Avesh
Khan, and Ayush Badoni also
picked up a wicket each.

RR's final league stage
match is against defending
champions Chennai Super
Kings on Friday (May 20),
while KL Rahul-led Super
Giants will face Kolkata Knight
Riders on Wednesday (May 18)
at Dr. DY Patil Sports Academy
in Navi Mumbai.
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Two teams strug-
gling for consis-

tency, Delhi Capitals
and Punjab Kings, will
aim to outdo each
other in a bid to keep
their play-offs hopes alive in the
Indian Premier League here on
Monday.

Both teams are yet to string
back-to-back wins this season
but neither side can afford
another defeat in their remain-
ing leagues games.

Punjab are seventh on the
points table with 12 points and
a Net Run Rate of +0.023. The
Capitals also have a dozen
points and are fifth thanks to
healthy NRR of +0.210, which
will benefit them if two or
more teams end on the same
number of points.

The Capitals head to the fix-
ture high on confidence after an
eight wicket-win over Rajasthan
Royals while Punjab pummelled
RCB.

While opener David
Warner continues to enjoy his
purple patch, the second open-
ing slot remains a cause of con-
cern with Mandeep Singh and
Srikar Bharat failing miserably

in Prithvi Shaw's absence, who
has also not fared well this sea-
son.

To DC's relief Mitchell
Marsh finally joined the party.
The big-hitting all-rounder

shook off the rust to star with
the bat and ball against RR. His
and Warner's role will be crucial.

They will have to navigate
through a bowling attack ably
led by Kagiso Rabada, who is

the highest wicket taker among
pacers this season.

The ever-improving
Arshdeep Singh has been bril-
liant for Punjab, especially in the
death overs, landing yorkers at
will while Rahul Chahar has
been expensive.

The DC bowling depart-
ment, on the other hand, was
right on the mark against RR.

Against the flamboyant
Jonny Bairstow, Liam
Livingstone, Shikhar Dhawan
and Bhanuka Rajapaksa, the

Delhi bowlers will have their
task cut out.

The English duo of
Bairstow and Livingstone can
tear apart any attack as it show
against RCB.

Dhawan has been Punjab's
leading-run getter with 400
plus and he will be expected rise
to the occasion in a do-or-die
game. Bairstow has found his
groove after being promoted to
the top alongside Dhawan and
that is a big positive for the
team.
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Defending the decision to persist
with the out-of-form Kane

Williamson at the top, Sunrisers
Hyderabad coach Tom Moody said
"why change something that's working
for something that's not working,"
adding that the other batters in the side
are excelling in their roles.

Skipper Williamson is enduring a
wretched run in this season of the IPL.
The Kiwi has collected just 208 runs
from 12 games at an average of 18.92.

"Rahul Tripathi has batted excep-
tionally well at No 3 and (Aiden)
Markram has been one of the leading
batters in the tournament at No 4,"
Moody defended the move to retain
Markram and Tripathi at No 3 and 4
respectively, at the post-match press
conference.

"So, we felt why change something
that's working for something that's not
working."

Williamson has struggled to get
going in this edition. In the 54-run loss
to Kolkata Knight Riders on Saturday,
the skipper hit 9 off 17 balls.

"We have trusted Kane with his

quality, there's no question of his
world-class quality. So, that's why we
haven't made that move because as we
have seen throughout the tournament

where the batting has been functioning
really well.

"That is Abhishek Sharma at the top
of the order, Tripathi at 3, Markram 4
and (Nicholas) Pooran 5."

The Sunrisers were on course to
seal off a playoff berth after they were
on a five-match winning streak, but
things have gone awry for them since
then as they have now lost five games
on the trot, severely denting their
hopes of qualifying for the next stage.

"We did get on a nice winning roll,
started to play some good cricket and
had everyone available for selection and
then we missed a game that we
should've won to make it six in a row,"
Moody said.

Moody said the team lost "a little
bit of confidence" when the two of its
frontline bowlers -- Washington Sundar
and T Natarajan -- suffered injuries.

"Then we had injuries to
Washington and Natarajan. Every team
has their injuries, but they play pretty
key roles for us in the side and that's
where I think we lost a little bit of con-
fidence and also as a bowling unit a bit
of rhythm to our game and method to
our defence of 120 balls."
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Former Australia cricketer
Andrew Symonds, one of the

finest all-rounders and a two-
time World Cup winner, has
died in a tragic car accident, leav-
ing the cricketing world in shock.

He was 46 and is survived by
his wife and two young children.

Cricket Australia has now
lost three prominent figures in
the past two months. Spin legend
Shane Warne and former wick-
etkeeper Rodney Marsh had died
within hours of each other in
March.

According to a statement
issued by Queensland police,
the accident happened in Hervey
Range Road, about 50 km outside
Townsville in northeast Australia
on Saturday night.

An attacking batter, who
could also bowl both medium
pace and spin and an outstand-
ing fielder, Symonds featured in
26 Tests, 198 ODIs and 14 T20Is
in a successful career between
1998 and 2009.

He helped Australia win the
ODI world Cups in 2003 and
2007 and was one of the key
members of Australia's Test side
in the 2000s.

With the ball, he snared a
total of 165 wickets in his inter-
national career, including 24 in
Tests, 133 in ODIs and 8 in T20Is.

One of his greatest moment
on the cricketing field came

when he blasted 143 off 125 balls
after coming on to bat with
Australia at 86 for four against
Pakistan in the opening ODI of
the 2003 World Cup.

Symonds scored 5088 runs,
including six hundreds, in his
ODI career since making debut
in 1998. He also featured in 14
T20Is and averaged 48.14, besides
playing in the IPL for now-

defunct Deccan Chargers and
Mumbai Indians in the final
stages of his career.

Playing for the Chargers, he
had slammed a 53-ball 117 not
out against Rajasthan Royals in
the inaugural edition.

He also hit 1462 runs with
two hundreds and 10 fifties after
being picked for the Tests in 2004
against Sri Lanka.

He went on to hit a scintillat-
ing 156 against England in the
Boxing Day Test in 2006-07
before making a career-best 162
against India at Sydney in 2008.

The Sydney Test, however,
went on to become the most con-
troversial moment of his career
due to the ‘Monkey Gate’ scan-
dal involving India spinner
Harbhajan Singh.

Symonds, lovingly known
as ‘Roy’, also had his share of con-
troversies.

He was axed from the two
ODIs during Australia's tour of
England in 2005 after he turned
up drunk for a match against
Bangladesh.
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Wriddhiman Saha's solid 67 not out
after a top-class bowling perfor-

mance set up Gujarat Titans' seven-wick-
et win over Chennai Super Kings in the IPL
here on Sunday, securing a top-two finish
in the team standings.

Gujarat bowlers put up a clinical show
to restrict CSK to a below-par 133/5
despite a fine half-century by Ruturaj
Gaikwad.

Saha, who struck eight boundaries and
a six in his 57-ball knock, anchored the
chase nicely to get Gujarat home in 19.1
overs.

While CSK were already out of the
play-off race, the win for Gujarat guaran-
tees them a top-two finish on the points
table in their debut season, providing them
with two opportunities to reach the final.

Saha first added 59 runs in just 7.1
overs with Shubman Gill (18; 3x4) to lay
the foundation of the win.

CSK tried to make a mini comeback
by grabbing two quick wickets in the mid-
dle overs but it was too little and too late.

Saha, who was dropped by Ruturaj on
21, went hammer and tongs as he pum-
melled a listless CSK attack in the power-
play.

The wicketkeeper-batter made his
intent clear by striking three boundaries in
the opening over off Mukesh Choudhary
(0/28) and then played shots at will,
including his only six in the fifth over.

However, CSK debutant pacer
Matheesha Pathirana (2/24) trapped Gill in
the front of the wickets in the eight over.
Hardik Pandya (7) became Pathirana's sec-
ond victim as Gujarat slipped to 100/3.

But with no run-rate pressure, David
Miller (15 not out off 20 balls; 1x4) and
Saha completed the chase without any hic-
cups.

Earlier, CSK lost opener Dewon
Conway (5) in the third over as
Mohammed Shami (2/19) gave Gujarat the
first breakthrough. Shami's angled deliv-
ery from round the wicket moved away
after pitching which Conway nicked it to
wicket-keeper Wridhimman Saha.

Gaikwad (53 off 49 balls) first forged

a 57-run second wicket stand off 39 balls
with Moeen Ali (21 off 17; 2x6) and then
added another 48-runs with Narayan
Jagadeesan, who also struck an unbeaten
39 off 33 balls, for the third wicket.

CSK however suffered a middle-order
collapse and could add only 24 runs in the
last five overs.

Gaikwad, who hit four boundaries and
a six, initially played with caution, as CSK
crawled to 15/1 after four overs, as Hardik
Pandya (0/8) and Shami did not give them
a chance to free their arms.

Gaikwad then upped the ante in the
fifth over, in which Yash Dayal leaked 15
runs. 

The right-handed batter was brutal on
Dayal hammering him for two boundaries
and a six over fine-leg.

In the next over, Moeen smashed two
successive sixes off leg-spinner Rashid
Khan (1/31), a pull and a sweep shot, as

CSK added 17 runs of the sixth over and
raced to 47/1 after the power-play.

Gaikwad played the odd shot even as
he and Ali completed the 50-run stand for
the second wicket in just 32 balls.

When it looked like the duo would
score big, it was left-arm spinner R Sai
Kishore (1/31), who broke the stand by
removing Ali, who gave a sitter to Rashid
Khan at deep-mid-wicket, in the ninth over.

Jagadeesan started with a boundary, but
the fall of wicket stemmed the flow of runs.

After 13 overs, CSK at 90/2, were set
for a big-score.

Jagadeesan then launched into Sai
Kishore (1/31), hitting him for a bound-
ary and a maximum in the 15th over, where
CSK amassed 13 runs.

But Gujarat pegged back CSK by
removing Gaikwad, who was caught at
deep mid-wicket and Shivam Dube (0) in
quick succession as they slipped.
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Angelo Mathews hit his 12th century as Sri
Lanka made steady progress on day one of the

opening test against Bangladesh, reaching 258-4
on Sunday.

At stumps, Mathews was batting on 114 with
Dinesh Chandimal on 34.

Kusal Mendis scored 54 and accompanied
Mathews in a 92-run partnership in a third-wick-
et stand that set the pace for the match.

Sri Lanka captain Dimuth Karunaratne won
the toss and opted to bat first on a pitch that
appeared to be flat.

But Karunaratne himself struggled against
Bangladesh offspinner Nayeem Hasan, who
returned figures of 2-71 after playing his first test
since February last year.

Nayeem eventually had the tourists' skipper
out leg-before for nine with a quicker delivery to
leave Sri Lanka wobbling at 23-1.

But Oshada Fernando found the boundaries
at regular intervals to keep Bangladesh fielders
busy. His confidence grew and culminated with
him hitting left-arm spinner Taijul Islam for six.

He was eventually out just before lunch when
on 36 trying to defend another quicker delivery
from Nayeem. He reviewed the decision imme-
diately but in vain.

With the side at 66-2, Mendis and Mathews
kept the tourists on course throughout the entire
second session. Mendis reached his 13th half-cen-
tury off 93 balls with a single off Taijul.

A short time later Mathews reached his fifty

off 111 balls, clipping pacer Syed Khaled Ahmed
to deep square leg for a single.

But Bangladesh got a breakthrough with the
first ball of the last session when Mendis played
a half-hearted pull shot off Taijul (1-73) to give a
simple catch at mid-wicket.

Shakib Al Hasan (1-27), who only just
returned to the squad after recovering from
COVID-19, then got into act with the wicket of
Dhananjaya de Silva (6), leaving Sri Lanka at 183-
4. Mathews and Chandimal, however, dashed
Bangladesh's hope of stealing an advantage in the
match with risk-free batting.

Mathews in particular found his rhythm
against the spinners and kept the scoreboard rotat-
ing rapidly though rode his luck at times. 
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Delhi Capitals opener
Prithvi Shaw has been

discharged from the hospi-
tal after undergoing treat-
ment for a bout of typhoid,
the franchise said on
Sunday.

The 22-year-old had
been admitted to a hospital
due to high fever earlier this
month.

"Delhi Capitals opener
Prithvi Shaw has been dis-
charged from the hospital
where he was being treated

for a bout of typhoid," DC
said in a statement.

The opener is being
monitored by the Capitals'
medical team.

"Shaw has returned to
the team hotel where he is
currently recuperating, while
being monitored by the DC
medical team," it added.

Shaw last played on May
1 against Lucknow Super
Giants. Since then, he has
missed the Capitals' last
three matches.

His return will be a
major boost for the team. 

������	��,�	��4	��	��'���	���#�)�	&�����

&�
��������������CG#>����
���
��������������8�*�D��	�D���%���

���E�
3���"(��'��$�����4+�$���� 

�$6���,� � ('�

:�, �5�#��98F@)�����
510��5"��15�����1���;

5	�������	��,
��'����	�������

�##%*�'�))*��#�"#$��$� 
+��'���$ ����#) $ �

3�� ����)����#��������?�����
&* ������
���
������������


�# ���$ $ % � �� 
"� ���
�A .-	BCD �? �+ ? + N+ +,?O�
�A %% �? � A + �T +,?+D
#A ��. �? � A + �T +,NTN
�A %�1 �? > T + �D �+,?N?
)A $� �N T T + �N +,N�+
6A 00% �? T > + �N +,�T+
+A �10� �N T T + �+ +,+N?
<A �%8 �N A > + �+ �+,N>+
=A ��0 �? D O + � �+,N+T
��A  � �N ? O + T �+,T�?

�����
�����

ROYAL WIN FOR RAJASTHAN

<� �=>�
#� !!?

�������������



������ !��"�#$��%& "�#%& '()�*+** 
����
	��

	��� )��2��:��

Barcelona coach Xavi
Hernandez suggested on

Saturday the club's dire finan-
cial situation could force them
to consider selling Frenkie
de Jong this summer.

De Jong joined Barca for
75 million euros from Ajax in
2019 and while he has been a
solid performer and a regular
starter at Camp Nou, the
Dutchman has not quite lived
up to expectations.

With the likes of Pedri,
Gavi, Nico Gonzalez and
Sergio Busquets all competing
for spots in midfield,
Barcelona could view the 25-
year-old De Jong as an oppor-
tunity to raise funds.

"He is a very important
player, he has been a starter
almost always. He is a funda-
mental footballer," said Xavi in
a press conference on
Saturday.  "Then there is the
financial situation of the club,
which we depend on. He
should be a big part of this era
of the club but we'll see what
happens." La Liga have set
Barca's spending limit at minus
144 million euros for the
upcoming summer transfer
window, after financial losses
were found to be 242 million
euros more than expected.

Barcelona president Joan
Laporta said at the start of the
season the club were 1.35 bil-

lion euros in debt, with La Liga
rules stating they would have to
save four euros for every one
spent on new additions.

"The circumstances of the
club dictate everything," said
Xavi. "We depend on the
financial situation. In a few
days we will know where we
are and we have to start plan-
ning now." Barca are, though,
interested in Robert
Lewandowski, the 33-year-
old striker who said on
Saturday he will  not be
extending his Bayern Munich
contract, which expires in
June 2023.

Asked about buying older
players, Xavi said: "It doesn't
stop me. I signed Dani Alves
at 38. It's not about age, it's
about performance."
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Liverpool held their nerve to
win the FA Cup for the first
time since 2006 after a dra-

matic penalty shoot-out against
Chelsea as the quadruple chasers
kept their history bid alive on
Saturday.

Jurgen Klopp's side won 6-5 on
penalties at Wembley as Greek
defender Kostas Tsimikas was the
unlikely hero with the decisive kick
after Alisson Becker kept out
Mason Mount's effort.

A hard-fought final had fin-
ished a 0-0 draw after extra-time,
setting the stage for a nerve-jan-
gling shoot-out that featured miss-
es by Chelsea's Cesar Azpilicueta
and Sadio Mane, whose shot was
saved by Edouard Mendy when he
had a chance to clinch the trophy.

For the second time this sea-
son, Liverpool emerged victorious
against Chelsea on penalties, hav-
ing already beaten them 11-10 fol-
lowing another 0-0 draw in the
League Cup final in February.

Liverpool's triumph keeps
them in the hunt to become the
first English team to win all four
major trophies in a single season.

With two prizes already
secured, the Reds will hope for a
slip from Premier League leaders

Manchester City, who are three
points clear of them in the title race
with two games left for both teams.

Even if Liverpool are unable to

win a second English title in three
seasons, they could still cap an
astonishing campaign by winning
the Champions League final

against Real Madrid in Paris on
May 28.

With that ambition in mind,
Klopp's only concern as he danced

jubilantly in front of the Liverpool
supporters amid a swirling mist of
red flare smoke was whether his
team will be at full strength

against Real.
Liverpool lost Mohamed Salah

and Virgil van Dijk to injuries that
could rule them out of their last
two Premier League games next
week and will spark fears about
their ability to recover in time for
the Champions League final.

Liverpool have won both
domestic cups in the same season
for the first time since 2000-01,
with Klopp getting his hands on
the famous old trophy for the first
time.

For Chelsea, it was a painful
third successive FA Cup final
defeat after previous losses to
Leicester and Arsenal.
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David Okereke scored with-
in the first minute as

Venezia frustrated European
hopefuls AS Roma 1-1 at the
Stadio Olimpico hours after
being relegated from Serie A on
Saturday.

Salernitana's 1-1 draw at
Empoli earlier in the day had
sent down bottom team
Venezia who had rejoined the
top flight last summer.

Spezia ensured top flight
safety with a 3-2 comeback win
at Udinese as Salernitana boost-
ed their chances of survival with
a seventh consecutive match
unbeaten to move out of the rel-
egation zone with one match
left to play.

In Rome, Okereke's flicked
header 50 seconds into the

game shocked Jose Mourinho's
side who are sixth and battling
for a Europa League place with
Fiorentina just one point
behind before travelling to
Sampdoria on Monday.

Roma proved wasteful in
their final game of the season
in the Stadio Olimpico, hitting
the woodwork four times with
more than 40 shots on goal
against 10-man Venezia who
had Sofian Kiyine send off in
the first half.

Roma substitute Eldor
Shomurodov blasted in the
equaliser in the 76th minute but
the result is a blow for Roma's
European qualification hopes.

The capital side next play
away to Torino, before next
Wednesday's Europa
Conference League final against
Feyenoord.
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Robert Lewandowski con-
firmed on Saturday that he

wants to leave Bayern Munich
this summer amid reports
Barcelona are ready to offer the
33-year-old star striker a three-
year contract.

Lewandowki banged in
his 35th league goal this cam-
paign in a 2-2 draw at
Wolfsburg on the last weekend
of the Bundesliga season, then

dropped a bombshell. "It could
well be my last game for
Bayern. I can't say 100 percent,
but it could be. We have to find
the best solution for the club
and me," he told streaming ser-
vice Viaplay. Lewandowski
confirmed to Sky that he has
told Bayern sports director
Hasan Salihamidzic he will
not extend his contract, which
expires in 2023 and "that when
an offer comes, we have to
think about it".
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Indian men's badminton team coach
Vimal Kumar on Sunday hoped the his-

toric Thomas Cup triumph would do the
same to the country's shuttle sport what the
1983 World Cup win did to cricket.

In beating 14-time winners Indonesia
3-0 in the summit showdown in Bangkok,
Lakshya Sen, Kidambi Srikanth and the dou-
bles duo of Chirag Shetty and Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy conjured one of the most
remarkable feats in the country's sporting
history.

It was no surprise that Kumar was
unable to describe the historic victory.

"I have no words to describe it, we
always had hopes but the way the players
played, they just put up a performance out
of the blue. It was really fantastic. We had
such a poor record against Indonesia and
to win 3-0 is incredible," Kumar told PTI
from Bangkok.

The unassuming coach, who goes
about his job quietly, added, "In 1983, when
India won the cricket World Cup, the eupho-
ria was something else but cricket was always
a very popular sport and I hope with this
performance, now badminton can also
become so popular."

"It has always been about individual
achievements but this was a team perfor-
mance and I hope the popularity of the
sports goes up from here on."

Kumar rated this as Indian badminton's
biggest ever achievement.

"I will rate this the biggest ever. Of
course, Prakash and Gopi winning All

England, Sindhu winning, all great achieve-
ments but as a team what we have done, we
couldn't deliver as a team (earlier). You call
one a badminton nation when you win a
team championships, so I will rate it as the
best.

"I am happy that I could see this in my
life time. It is a dream come true for me."

India, who has never reached the last-
four stage since 1979, ended up getting the
better of formidable Malaysia and Denmark
en route to the summit clash in this edition
of the tournament.

Needless to say, the triumph on the day
when it mattered the most sparked off wild
celebrations in the Indian camp, less than
48 hours after they rejoiced their win over

Denmark.
"I have never seen them so enthusias-

tic, it is a achievement of pure team spirit
which I haven't seen in the past. We always
had good players but priority was on indi-
vidual players and tournaments. We have a
balanced team and it did the trick.

"In each match what the doubles play-
ers have done is amazing, earlier we were
dependent on singles but Satwik and Chirag
pulled out all the pressure matches, so lot
of credit to Lakhsya, Srikanth and HS
Prannoy, for they delivered when it mattered.
I am fortunate, lucky coach to be here with
them," Kumar said.

"It is the best achievement of Indian bad-
minton, and I feel so proud to be part of this
historic team. It is a fantastic bunch of play-
ers."

Vimal also credited Srikanth and
Prannoy for playing an important role in
motivating the players.

"I will give a lot of credit to these guys,
they would sit down with players, speak to
them and motivate each other.

"When the older player takes initiative
and motivates the players, their comforting
words make a big difference. They firmly
believed they will be able to win and that
belief turned things for us. It was a fantas-
tic team effort. Coaches worked hard, so
overall this is a fantastic effort."

Asked if Srikanth has regained his mojo
after struggling for 3-4 years since his
exploits in 2017, Vimal said: "Yes, I think so,
we were seeing glimpses of it in World
Championships, he was showing progress
but for three years he didn't do well. 
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Manchester City staged a thrilling
fightback from two goals down to

keep the destiny of the Premier League
title in their hands, but Riyad Mahrez's
late penalty miss forced the leaders to
settle for a dramatic 2-2 draw at West
Ham on Sunday.

Pep Guardiola's side were in dan-
ger of gifting second placed Liverpool
a title lifeline after West Ham's Jarrod
Bowen struck twice in the first half.

But City's stirring recovery showed
the character that has already brought
them three titles in the last four sea-
sons.

Jack Grealish got one back soon
after the interval and Vladimir Coufal's
own goal completed City's escape act.

It should have been even better for
City, but Mahrez's penalty was saved
by Lukasz Fabianski with five minutes
left.

While that was a bitter blow to
Guardiola, who stood ashen-faced on
the touchline, in the circumstances City
will be relieved to have moved four
points clear of Liverpool with a goal dif-
ference seven better than their rivals.

They will retain the title if Jurgen
Klopp's side lose their game in hand at
Southampton on Tuesday.

If Liverpool beat Southampton to
close the gap to one point, Guardiola's
men can still clinch the trophy with a
victory against Aston Villa at the
Etihad Stadium on May 22.

A title race for the ages could well
go down to the last day of the season,
when Liverpool host Wolves, as it did
when City pipped the Reds to first place
in 2019.

Guardiola said this week he wants
players with a "special mentality" as he
looks to bolster his squad for next sea-
son, personalities who, like him, wake
up every day obsessed with winning.

City's enthralling revival to extend
their unbeaten league run to 11 match-
es showed Guardiola already has plen-
ty of fighters in his squad, although he
might not put Mahrez on penalty
duties again for a while.

Aymeric Laporte and Fernandinho
were passed fit in start in City's defence

after suffering injuries in Wednesday's
win at Wolves.

But City were already without
injured defenders Ruben Dias, John
Stones and Kyle Walker and they did-
n't look comfortable at the back from
the opening moments.

Craig Dawson got behind
Oleksandr Zinchenko to meet Pablo
Fornals' cross, but with the goal at his
mercy, the West Ham defender head-
ed over. That early threat seemed to
fluster City, who controlled possession

but found it difficult to create clear
chances with West Ham happy to
defend deep and strike on the counter.

Just as City looked set to turn the
screw, they were hit with a sucker
punch in the 24th minute.

Fornals' opportunistic pass caught
Laporte and Zinchenko trying to play
offside and Bowen nipped in behind,
rounding Ederson before slotting home
from a tight angle.

Although West Ham had nothing
to play for, they had already beaten

Liverpool and Chelsea at home and this
was no easy ride for City as David
Moyes' game-plan exposed the flaws in
the leaders' commitment to all-out
attack.
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Liverpool boss Jurgen Klopp
said his "nails are gone" after

his side beat Chelsea on penalties
in a final for the second time this
season to win the FA Cup.

Victory keeps Liverpool on
track for a unique quadruple but
the result is agonising for Chelsea,
who also lost to Klopp's team on
penalties in the League Cup final
in February.

"Outstanding, it was an
incredible, intense game against
Chelsea," Klopp told the BBC.

"They would have deserved it
exactly the same way, like in the
Carabao (League) Cup -- that's

how small the margins are.
"I couldn't be more proud of

my boys, the shift they put in, how
hard they fought, early changes. I
think Virgil (van Dijk, who was
substituted) is fine but his muscle
was hurt.

"All of these things, missing
good chances, overcoming good
moments from Chelsea, then hav-
ing really good moments our-
selves.

"Then in the penalty shootout,
it was nerve-racking, my nails are
gone but I really feel for Chelsea
-- for the second time, 120 min-
utes and you get nothing, that's
too hard. But for us I'm pretty
happy.
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Harry Kane's penalty moved
Tottenham into the Premier

League top four as Antonio Conte's
men held their nerve to beat
Burnley 1-0 on Sunday.

Spurs move two points ahead
of north London rivals Arsenal,
who travel to Newcastle on
Monday, in the battle for fourth
place.

Tottenham still need a slip up
from the Gunners to return to the
Champions League next season,
but upped the pressure on Mikel
Arteta's men.

Defeat leaves Burnley outside
the relegation zone only on goal dif-
ference with two games of the sea-
son to go.

Buoyed by Thursday's 3-0 win
over Arsenal to keep the race for a
place in the Champions League
alive, Spurs flew out of the traps.

Kane had a goalbound header
cleared off the line by Nathan
Collins before Nick Pope pro-
duced the first of a string of saves
by pounced on his England team-
mate's header.
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‘Barca financial situation could dictate De Jong future’
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