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The Supreme Court on
Friday transferred the

Gyanvapi mosque case from
Civil Judge to District Judge,
Varanasi and said because of
the “complexities” and “sensi-
tivity” of the issue, it is better
if a senior judicial officer hav-
ing an experience of over 25-
30 years handles this case.

The SC also took exception
to selective leak of the survey
report submitted by the court
commissioners to the civil
court, Varanasi. The apex court
said once the report is pre-
sented, there could not be
selective leaks. “Do not leak
things to the Press, only the
judge opens the report,” it said. 

The top court said its ear-
lier interim order of May 17
directing protection of the area
where “shivling” is said to be
found and allowing Muslims to
offer “namaz” on mosque
premises shall remain in oper-
ation till the maintainability of
the suit is decided by the
District Judge and thereafter for
eight weeks to allow the
aggrieved parties to approach
the higher court. 

The bench also directed the
District Magistrate to make
adequate arrangements for
“wazu” (ablution) for the
Muslims coming for offering
namaz in the mosque in con-
sultation with the parties
involved in the dispute.  In an
important observation, the top
court also said the process to
ascertain the religious charac-

ter of a place of worship is not
barred under the Places of
Worship Act of 1991.  

A bench of Justices DY
Chandrachud, Surya Kant, and
PS Narasimha said the matter
involves complexity and sensi-
tivity and it would be better if
a district judge handles the case
and made it clear that it is not
casting any aspersion on the
Civil Judge who was earlier
dealing with the suit.  

“Having regard to the com-
plexities of the issue involved in
the case, in the civil suit and
their sensitivity, we are of the
considered view that the suit
before the Civil Judge (senior
division) Varanasi should be
tried before a senior and expe-
rienced judicial officer of the
Uttar Pradesh Higher Judicial
Service,” the bench said. 

“We accordingly order and
direct that the suit shall stand
transferred from the file of Civil
Judge (senior division)  to the
court of the District Judge,
Varanasi for trial, and all the
interlocutory and ancillary pro-
ceedings in the suit shall be
addressed to and decided by
the court of the District Judge,”
the bench said. 

The SC directed the
District Judge to decide on the
priority of the application
under Order 7 Rule 11 of CPC
(on maintainability) filed by the
mosque committee, which said
the civil suit is barred by the
1991 Act, be decided upon the
transfer of papers of suit from
the Civil Judge (senior divi-
sion). 

Continued on Page 2
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The Supreme Court-
appointed Justice VS

Sirpurkar panel has found that
the Hyderabad Police killed
four accused, caught for the
rape and murder of a woman
veterinary doctor in a fake
encounter in 2019.

The panel rejected the
police claims and recom-
mended to prosecute 10 police
officials present during the
fake encounter under murder
charges.

Rejecting the police claims
that the accused snatched pis-
tols and tried to harm the
policemen and tried to escape,
the  panel said this police ver-
sion is totally wrong and unbe-
lievable. The panel said arrest-
ed accused were “deliberately
fired upon by the police to kill
them when they were taken to
the sport of the crime”.

The SC also turned down
Telangana Government’s plea
to get a copy of the panel report
and decided to send the report
to the High Court to initiate
charges against the policemen.

A bench comprising Chief
Justice NV Ramana and
Justices Surya Kant and Hima
Kohli did not agree to the sub-
missions of senior advocate
Shyam Divan, appearing for the
State, that the enquiry com-
mission’s report be kept in a
sealed cover. 

“This relates to the
encounter case. There is noth-
ing to keep here. The commis-
sion has found someone guilty.

We want to send the matter to
the High Court,” the bench
said.  “We have to send the case
back to the High Court, we
cannot monitor this case. A
detailed report is submitted.
Question is: What is the prop-
er action to be taken? They
have made some recommen-
dations,” the bench said,
adding, “We direct the com-
mission secretariat to provide
a copy of the report to both
parties...”. 

The four suspects —
Mohammed Arif, Chintakunta
Chennakeshavulu, Jolu Shiva,
and Jollu Naveen — were
arrested in connection with the
gangrape and murder of a vet-
erinary woman doctor on
November 29, 2019. Later, the
four accused were shot dead on
December 6, 2019, on NH-44
near Hyderabad — the same
highway — where the charred
body of the 27-year-old veteri-
narian was found.  

The Sirpurkar panel was

set up on December 12, 2019,
to enquire into the circum-
stances leading to the
encounter and was to submit
the report in six months.  The
other members of the com-
mission include former
Bombay High Court judge
Rekha Sondur Baldota and ex-
CBI director D R Karthikeyan.
The term of the enquiry panel
has now been extended thrice.
It was extended in July 2020 for
the first time for six months.    

The Telangana Police had
said the accused were killed in
an exchange of fire. 

The incident took place
around 6.30 am when the
accused were taken to the site
of the offence for the recon-
struction of the scene of the
crime as part of the investiga-
tion. 

The police had claimed
that on November 27, 2019, the
woman veterinarian was kid-
napped, sexually assaulted, and
later found murdered.
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Asking BJP workers to fix
eyes on goals for the next

25 years after eight years of
“good governance”, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Friday cautioned against
attempts to trigger controver-
sies on the basis of languages,
saying every regional language
in the country is worth wor-
shipping. “BJP sees a reflection
of Indian culture in every
regional language and consid-
ers them worth worshipping.”

Addressing office-bearers
meeting at Jaipur virtually, he
continued his relentless attack
on dynastic parties which, he
said, were proving “fatal” for
the growth of democracy.

Modi said while the BJP
has brought development into
the mainstream of national

politics, some political parties
have been playing with the
country’s future for their
momentary benefits.

For their selfish interests,
the parties look for small ten-
sions and weaknesses in the
society to pour poison into
them, Modi alleged, adding
they incite people sometimes in
the name of caste or regional-
ism. It is essential for the BJP,
which is moving forward with
its dream of “Ek Bharat,
Shrestha Bharat”, to keep cau-
tioning people against these
forces and parties, he said.

“While the world is look-
ing at India with hope, people
in the country are looking at
the BJP with  great hope,” he
said, asking BJP workers to
remain glued to goals for the
next 25 years after eight years
of “good governance”. 

After 2014, the BJP
brought people out of “despair”
and now people are full of aspi-
rations, he said.

All the key office-bearers of
the BJP are attending the two-
day meet at Jaipur with BJP
president  JP Nadda at its head
discussing  ways to unseat
C o n g r e s s - l e d - G e h l o t
Government in Rajasthan in
2023 Assembly polls  and  work
out strategy to win in other
States like Gujarat and
Himachal Pradesh which are to
go to polls by this year-end and
other States in 2023, including
Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka,
Tripura and Nagaland.

In his address Modi said in
the past few days attempts are
being made to spark contro-
versies on the basis of lan-
guages and create division.

Continued on Page 2
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The CBI has registered a
fresh FIR against former

Bihar Chief Minister Lalu
Prasad and his family members
for allegedly taking over one
lakh sqft land in Patna from
candidates in lieu of group D
jobs in Railways during 2004-
09. Lalu was the Railway
Minister in the UPA
Government at that time.

The RJD has slammed the
CBI for the raids and said the
probe agency is acting at the
behest of the BJP. 

Hundreds of RJD workers
gathered outside the residence
of Rabri Devi when the search-
es were going on and raised slo-
gans against the CBI. 

Following the registration
of FIR on May 18 by the
Economic Offences Wing
(EOW) of the CBI, the agency
conducted search operations at
16 locations in Delhi, Patna and
Gopalganj on the premises of
Lalu, his family members, and
other accused persons.

The CBI has named Lalu,
his wife Rabri Devi, and daugh-
ters Misa Bharti and Hema
Yadav, in addition to 12 other

persons who were given jobs in
Railway zones of Mumbai,
Jabalpur, Kolkata, Jaipur and
Hajipur.

The Regular Case (FIR) is
an outcome of a preliminary
enquiry registered by the
agency on September 23, 2021
related to the land-for-jobs
scam in the Railways during
Yadav’s stint as Minister in the
UPA regime.

According to the FIR, the
candidates were appointed as
substitutes in group D positions
within three days of applying in
“undue haste” by Railway offi-
cials and were later regularised
“in lieu thereof the individuals
themselves or their family
members transferred their
land”. 

The transfers were made
through three sale deeds in the
name of Rabri and one in the
name of Misa and two gift
deeds in the name Hema, reads
the FIR.

One sale deed was execut-
ed in the name of a company
AK Infosystems Pvt Ltd in
which Rabri became a major-
ity shareholder in 2014 and is
currently one of the directors
of the company, alleges the FIR.

Continued on Page 2
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India on Friday hit back at
Pakistan Foreign Minister

Bilawal Bhutto Zardari for his
remarks in the UN Security
Council on Jammu & Kashmir
and said they are a “Pavlovian
response” aimed to misuse any
forum to malign New Delhi. 

This terse response came
after Bilawal brought up the
issue of Jammu & Kashmir and
abrogation of Article 370.
Referring to abrogation of
Article 370 as well as the recent
decision of the Delimitation
Commission on Jammu &
Kashmir, he said these actions
have complicated the matter
and are an assault on the
United Nations, the UN
Security Council resolutions

and the Geneva Convention.
Bilawal said “such actions make
it very difficult for us to hold
a dialogue with India”. 

Counsellor in India’s
Permanent Mission to the UN,
Rajesh Parihar, termed them as
“unwarranted remarks” on
Jammu & Kashmir, saying
comments made by Foreign
Minister Bilawal are a
“Pavlovian response” aimed to
misuse any forum and every
topic to propagate false and
malicious propaganda against
New Delhi.

“Pakistan representative
made unwarranted remarks,
which symbolises nothing but
a ‘Pavlovian’ response aimed to
misuse any forum, and every
topic, to propagate false and
malicious propaganda against
my country,” Parihar said.

Continued on Page 2
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Muslims reached the
Gyanvapi mosque in large

numbers on Friday to offer
namaz, which passed off peace-
fully. When the Gyanvapi
mosque complex became over-
crowded with the namazis, the
district administration and
police urged them to go to

other mosques to offer namaz
and had to close the entrance
gate of the mosque for a short
time.

The Anjuman Intezamia
Masjid Committee, which
looks after the management of
the mosque, had a day earlier
appealed to Muslims not to go
to the Gyanvapi mosque in
large numbers to offer namaz
because they could face incon-

venience as the wazukhana
had been sealed by the district
administration on the directive
of the court. But despite this
appeal, the namazis reached
there in large numbers.

The district administra-
tion had made no restriction
on wuzu and had made
arrangements of water for this
religious ritual. 

Continued on Page 2
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In a landmark judgment that
could “strike at the roots of

nepotism and corruption” in
recruitment processes of the
Government, the Calcutta
High Court on Friday termi-
nated the employment of
Ankita Adhikari — the daugh-
ter of junior Education
Minister Paresh Adhikari.

The Minister’s daughter
was appointed as a political sci-
ence teacher in a Government-
run higher secondary school in
Coochbehar in November 2018
bypassing petitioner Babita
Sarkar, who had secured more
marks than the defendant in a
designated teachers’ recruit-
ment exam held by the School
Service Commission. Ankita

had secured 61 marks in the
exams while Babita had got 77. 

Ankita’s dismissal came on
a day when her father was sub-
jected to grilling by the CBI
which had earlier been direct-
ed by the court to get to the
roots of the racket.

“The single bench of
Justice Avijit Gangopadhyay
also directed the defendant to
return the 41months’ salary in
two installments. She has been
asked to deposit the first install-
ment in the office of the
Registrar General by June 7, the
second  by July 7. She has been
asked not to enter the school
while the District Inspector of
Schools has been asked to stop
her salary,” advocate Firdaus
Shamim said. 

Continued on Page 2

 �������
& 
����������
"
�

�
���)�
����������� � ����
	

The Sensex surged over 1,500
points while the Nifty

reclaimed the 16,000-mark on
Friday, reversing the previous
session’s sharp decline in tan-
dem with a recovery across
global markets as investors
resorted to bargain-hunting.

Snapping its two-day losing
run, the BSE Sensex rallied
1,534.16 points or 2.91 per cent
to close at 54,326.39. This was
its biggest single-day jump in
over three months.

Similarly, the broader NSE
Nifty soared 456.75 points or
2.89 per cent to 16,266.15. All
the 30 Sensex firms ended in
the green. Nestle India, Tata
Steel, Larsen & Toubro, Axis
Bank, Sun Pharma and
IndusInd Bank were among the
other major winners.

Detailed report on P10
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In an apparent tactical retreat,
MNS chief Raj Thackeray on

Friday announced that he was
“temporarily” deferring his
much-discussed visit to
Ayodhya scheduled earlier for
June 5. In a brief announcement
made to this effect on his Twitter
handle, the MNS chief did not
cite any reason for postponing
his visit to Ayodhya but said that
he would talk about the issue at
a later stage. Raj’s decision to
postpone his visit to Ayodhya
sparked speculation in the state
political circles.  One of the infer-
ences being drawn are: since he
has already bitten more than he
can chew on by raking up the
“Hanuman Chalisa” issue and
associating himself indirectly
with the Opposition, he wants to
see if the timing of his visit to
Ayodhya is right.

The inference should be
seen in the light of the fact that
his visit to Ayodhya will have
happened around the time
when Shiv Sena leader and
Maharashtra Minister Aaditya
Thackeray is visiting the place
along with hundreds of party
workers. Whether he likes it or
not, Raj’s visit to Ayodhya will
be compared with that of
Aaditya, a thing that the MNS
chief does not want.            

Secondly, he wants to first
decide whether he will formally
tie-up with the BJP for the cru-

cial Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) elections
scheduled to be held in
September/October this year.
Maybe he wants to complete
the seat sharing negotiations
with the BJP first before
embarking upon his visit to
Lord Rama’s birth place.   

The MNS chief ’s decision
to postpone his visit to
Ayodhya has come in the midst
of vociferious protests by some
BJP leaders and activists in
Uttar Pradesh and other north-
ern states who are opposing
Raj’s proposed visit to  Lord
Ram’s birth place.

A section of the BJP lead-
ers and workers has for some
time been demanding Raj's
unconditional apology for the
treatment meted out to north
Indians in the MNS agitation in
2008. The anti-Raj protests are
led by BJP mp from Uttar
Pradesh Brijbhushan Sharan
Singh who warned that unless
he apologises, Lakhs of his
supporters would block his
entry to Ayodhya on June 5.
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As the severe heatwave swept
the national Capital, the

maximum temperature of
Delhi on Friday settled at 44.4
degrees Celsius, which was
five notches warmer than the
normal temperature for this
time of the year. However, the
Capital city also witnessed
thunderstorm or duststorm
with light to moderate intensi-
ty rain and gusty winds with
speed of 30-40 Km/h, in the 
evening.

The minimum tempera-
ture recorded at the Safdarjung
Observatory was 28.2 degrees
Celsius, which was two notch-
es above the normal for this
season, stated the weather sta-
tion.

The relative humidity on
Friday morning at 8:30 was
recorded at 58 per cent and 22
per cent in the evening at 5:30.

The weather stations at
Ridge, Ayanagar, Mungeshpur,
Najafgarh, Pitampura, Palam,
and Lodhi Road recorded max-
imum temperatures of 45.7
degrees Celsius, 46 degrees
Celsius, 47.1 degrees Celsius,
47.5 degrees Celsius, 47 degrees
Celsius, 45.1 degrees Celsius
and 44.6 degrees Celsius
respectively, according to India

Meteorological Department
(IMD).

The IMD said that the
thunderstorm or duststorm
with light to moderate intensi-
ty rain and gusty winds with
speed of 30-40 Km/h occurred
over and adjoining areas of
West, North-West, North-East,
South-West, Central, New, East
Delhi, and NCR (Bahadurgarh,
Ghaziabad, Indirapuram,
Chhapraula, Noida,
Gurugram) Gohana, Gannaur,
Hansi, Siwani, Sonipat,
Tosham, Charkhi Dadri,
Mattanhail, Jhajjar,
Farukhnagar, Kosali (Haryana)
Kandhla, Khatauli, Baraut,
Bagpat, Meerut, Modinagar,
Kithor, Garhmukteshwar (U.P.)
for two hours.

“On Friday, severe heat
wave conditions prevailed at
isolated pockets over Himachal
Pradesh, Haryana, Delhi,
southwest Uttar Pradesh,
northeast Madhya Pradesh,
and Punjab,” IMD stated.

“Heatwave conditions pre-
vailed over many parts of
Haryana, West Rajasthan and
north Madhya Pradesh; over
some parts of Delhi and East
Rajasthan; at isolated pockets
over Himachal Pradesh, Punjab
and south Uttar Pradesh,” IMD
further said.
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The Central Government
lifted the “export prohibi-

tion” on bamboo charcoal, a
move that would facilitate opti-
mum utilization of raw bamboo
and higher profitability in the
Indian bamboo industry.

The Khadi and Village
Industries Commission (KVIC),
which is supporting thousands
of bamboo-based industries in
the country, was persistently
requesting the Government to
lift the export restriction on
bamboo charcoal. Chairman
KVIC Vinai Kumar Saxena had
written to the  Minister of
Commerce and Industries,
Piyush Goyal, seeking to lift the
export restriction on bamboo
charcoal for the larger benefit of
the bamboo industry.

“All the bamboo charcoal
made from bamboo obtained
from legal sources are permit-
ted for export subject to prop-
er documentation/certificate of
origin proving that the bamboo
used for making charcoal has
been obtained from legal
sources,'' read the notification
issued by the Directorate
General of Foreign Trade
(DGFT). Saxena thanked
Minister  Piyush Goyal for the

policy amendment saying the
decision would reduce the high
input cost of raw bamboo and
make the bamboo-based indus-
tries, mostly in the remote rural
areas, financially profitable.  

“Bamboo charcoal has a
huge demand in the interna-
tional market and lifting of
export prohibition by the gov-
ernment will enable the Indian
bamboo industry to tap this
opportunity and exploit the
huge global demand. 

“This will also ensure opti-
mum utilisation of bamboo
waste and thus contribute to the
Prime Minister’s vision of Waste
to Wealth,” Saxena said.

Notably, the Indian bamboo
industry, at present, is grappling
with extremely high input cost
owing to inadequate utiliza-
tion of bamboo. In India, bam-
boo is mostly used in manu-
facturing of Agarbatti wherein,
a maximum of 16 per cent is
used for manufacturing bam-
boo sticks while the remaining
84 per cent of bamboo is a com-
plete waste. 

As a result, the Bamboo
input cost for Round Bamboo
Sticks is in the range of Rs
25,000 to Rs 40,000 per MT as
against the average Bamboo
cost of Rs 4,000 to Rs 5,000 per
MT.
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After having been behind
the bars for more than six

and a half years for allegedly
murdering her daughter
Sheena Bora, media bigwig
Indrani Mukerjea walked out of
jail on Friday, two days after she
was granted 
bail by the Supreme 
Court.   

Fifty-year-old Indrani
looked relaxed in her a white
salwar-suit, make-up and her
gray locks well-coiffed, as she
stepped out of Byculla women’s
prison and got into a waiting
car along with her lawyer Sana
R. Khan. It was not immedi-
ately known if she headed
directly home or some other
location.

When media persons but-
tonholed her for a comment,
she feebly smiled and said:
“Khula aasman dekha… Bahut
Khushi hui…” (I saw the open
skies and felt very 
happy”.

Indrani said she was feel-
ing better but added had not
made any future 
plans.

On Wednesday, the apex
court granted bail to Indrani
against a surety of Rs.200,000.
She was enlarged on bail after
she approached the various
courts for the 10th time since
she was arrested in August
2015.
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From Page 1

“The application filed by
the petitioners under Order 7
Rule 11 of the CPC shall be
decided on priority by the
District Judge on the transfer of
the suit,” it said and posted the
matter for further hearing in
the second week of July.            

Senior advocate CS
Vaidyanathan, appearing for
one of the Hindu devotees, who
has filed the suit said the

appeals filed by the mosque
committee have become
infructuous against the order of
the Allahabad High Court as all
the orders of the trial court
concerning the survey has been
complied with.  Senior advo-
cate Huzefa Ahmadi, appearing
for the mosque committee,
said all the orders of the civil
court are capable of creating a
“grave mischief ” and are in the
teeth of the injunction provid-
ed by the 1991 Act.  
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From Page 1
Lalu’s family allegedly paid Rs 3.75 lakh to Rs 13 lakh for

the lands acquired by them which, according to circle rates, were
approximately valued at Rs 4.39 crore, the CBI further alleged
in its FIR. In the case of gift deeds to Hema, a person named
Brij Nandan Rai allegedly transferred 3,375 sq ft land in Patna
to a man called Hridayanand Choudhary for Rs 4.21 lakh in 2008.
Choudhary subsequently transferred the land in 2014 to Hema.

“The value of said land as per prevailing circle rate at the time
of gift was Rs 62.10 lakh,” the FIR alleged. According to the CBI
probe so far, about 1.05 lakh sq feet land situated at Patna was
acquired by family members of Lalu by making payment to the
sellers in cash.

“The current value of seven parcels of land, including the
land acquired through gift deeds, as per existing circle rate is about
Rs 4.39 crore... Enquiry has revealed that parcels of land which
were directly purchased by the family members of Lalu  from
the sellers were purchased at lower rates than the prevailing cir-
cle rates,” the FIR alleged.

The candidates were appointed in Railways without any
advertisement or public notice issued for the purpose in the zonal
railways.

From Page 1

Earlier on Thursday following the
court order, the CBI had filed an FIR
against the Minister and his daughter,
under IPC Sections 420 (cheating and
dishonesty) and 120B (criminal con-
spiracy). Charges under the Prevention
of Corruption Act had also been leveled
against them.

Reacting to the judgment peti-
tioner Babita Sarkar said that “this is not
only my victory but also the victory of
those hundreds of others — who had
been deprived of their rightful employ-
ment and had been staging sit-in
protests in various parts of Kolkata…
this also proved

that the judiciary still is the last
hope for the people like us.

Another candidate who had
appeared for Group C examinations but
failed to get appointed despite her
name appearing in the Government
panel said, “Many merit-list candidates
are still waiting to be recruited and she
was withdrawing salary for being the
Minister’s daughter… I hope that this
is a lesson for the high and the mighty.”

Meanwhile, Minister Adhikari was
being interrogated for about 10 hours
till reports last came in the evening.
When contacted by the CBI, officials
said that the Minister was circumvent-
ing many questions. He was not dis-
closing as to through whom did he get
her daughter appointed because he had
not yet become a Minister when her
daughter got the appointment.

Incidentally Adhikari, a former

Forward Bloc MLA, had left the Left
Front to join the TMC in 2018 after
holding discussions with then
Education Minister and TMC general
secretary Partho Chatterjee. Soon after
he joined the new party his daughter got
an appointment.

Chatterjee who is the present
Industry Minister too was facing the
CBI probe in the School Service
Commission recruitment scam. Already
having been grilled for three hours on
Wednesday he has been asked to appear
before the central agency on May 25,
sources said.

The High Court has already ter-
minated jobs of more than 600 people
and has also asked the investigators to
find out how many more hundreds
landed jobs through backdoors and
whether there was a money trail to the
irregular appointments.

The court found that hundreds of
people were given jobs without them
appearing in the selection tests held by
the SSC which is otherwise an
autonomous institution charged with
recruitments in schools.

Chatterjee as the then Minister of
Education had appointed a five-mem-
ber panel to supervise the recruitment
procedure and advise the SSC. All the
five members of the panel were being
interrogated by

the CBI following the Court order.
A judicial committee led by Justice RK
Bag (retired) had clearly indicted the
Ministers and the advisory panel and
recommended criminal proceedings
against them.

From Page 1

There was a heavy deploy-
ment of security personnel to
ensure peaceful namaz at the
Gyanvapi mosque.

Meanwhile, the Muslim
side will file its objections to the
Gyanvapi mosque complex sur-
vey report and stick to its
stand that no structure like
shivling has been found in the
wazukhana (ablution place) of
the mosque, as claimed by the
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From Page 1
India exercised the right of

reply at the Security Council
open debate on “Maintenance
of International Peace and
Security — Conflict and Food
Security” organised by the US,
the Council President.

“The Union Territories of
Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh
were, are and will always
remain an integral and inalien-
able part of India.  This
includes the areas that are
under the illegal occupation of
Pakistan. No amount of
rhetoric and propaganda from
any country can deny this fact,”
Parihar asserted.
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From Page 1
“BJP sees a reflection of Indian culture in every regional lan-

guage and considers them worth worshipping. We have given
importance to every regional language in the New Education
Policy,” said the PM.

He sought party workers to not to fall in the trap of these
controversies and be focused on their developmental goal.

“Prioritizing local languages in the new National Education
Policy reflects our commitment to each regional language. The
BJP considers Indian languages to be the soul of India and a link
to a better future for the nation,” said the Prime Minister in the
backdrop of controversy over whether Hindi is the  national lan-
guage vis-à-vis the other languages in the country.

“The BJP considers Indian languages as the soul of India and
a link to a better future for the nation”, said Modi. 

Recalling the political journey of the BJP, the Prime
Minister said since the days of Jana Sangh, the forerunner to the
BJP, patriotism, national interest and nation-building were at the
centre of its policies and programmes. He said this patriotism
has inspired the party to focus on development and 
trust.
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����0000 Ahmadi objected to the
submission and said the com-
mission’s report is “selectively
leaked” and an attempt is being
made to create “a narrative” and
it should be “nipped in the
bud”. The bench said it is doing
a free dialogue with the parties
without coming to any con-
clusion and told Ahmadi that
if their application of Order 7
Rule 11 is allowed, then it will
nullify the impact of all the
orders passed by the civil court
including that appointment of
commissioners and survey of
the area. 
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Hindu side.

“We have so far not
received the certified copy of
the survey report submitted by
Special Court Commissioner
Vishal Singh but will file our
objections as some claims being
made by the Hindu side on the
basis of survey report are objec-
tionable,” advocate of the
Muslim side 
(defendant) Abhay Yadav told
The Pioneer on 
Friday.
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Delhi Police Commissioner
Rakesh Asthana on Friday

invited students from Jammu &
Kashmir, who are on a “Bharat
Darshan” tour, to join the
force's YUVA initiative and
assured them of jobs on com-
pletion of the course.

The CP appreciated this
gesture of Jammu and Kashmir
Police and thanked the children
for accepting Delhi Police’s
hospitality during their foray in
exploring the nation. The CP

also offered two of them whose
family members got martyred
jobs on the completion of
YUVA programme.

According to police, a total
of 172 children of age group
from 11 to 21 years from Reasi
and Bandipora districts of
Jammu and Kashmir are on a
“Bharat Darshan” tour organ-
ised by the J&K Police under
goodwill measures of the
Ministry of Home Affairs.

“I want to offer the two stu-
dents from Jammu and
Kashmir whose family mem-

bers got martyred to join the
YUVA programme of the Delhi
Police and we will look after
them and will provide them
jobs," Asthana said.

“We can take permission
from the government and
reserve some seats in YUVA for
those children of Jammu and
Kashmir whose parents got
martyred or who need some
kind of support," he said.

“These are your formative
years and whatever you see and
learn during this period will
make you become better
human beings,” he said.
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Senior Samajwadi Party
leader and former minister

Mohammad Azam Khan was
released from Sitapur district
jail on Friday, a day after the
Supreme Court granted him
interim bail in a case of cheat-
ing.

The apex court granted
the bail by exercising its pow-
ers under Article 142 of the
Constitution.

Shivpal Singh Yadav, the
estranged uncle of Samajwadi
Party chief Akhilesh Yadav,
and Khan's two sons were pre-
sent at the Sitapur prison gate
to welcome Azam Khan.

Welcoming Azam Khan's
release from the jail, Akhilesh
Yadav later tweeted, "Hearty
welcome to Shri Azam Khan ji
on his release on bail. With this
decision of bail, the Supreme
Court has given new stan-
dards to justice. I am sure that
he will be acquitted in all other
false cases. Lies have moments,
not centuries.”

Azam Khan was accused in
88 cases registered against him
and he has been in jail since
February, 2020. Earlier, the
court had granted him bail in
87 cases while the 88th case
pertained to land-grabbing and
forgery at Rampur Public
School. Azam Khan was
accused of forging building
certificates to get recognition
for the school. 
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The Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) on Friday

issued a notification declaring
IAS officer Ashwani Kumar of
AGMUT cadre, 1992  batch, as
the first Special Officer of the
unified Municipal Corporation
of Delhi (MCD), that will come
into force from Sunday. 

The present South Delhi
Municipal Corporation
(SDMC) Commissioner
Gyanesh Bharti, a 1998-batch
AGMUT IAS officer, has been
appointed as the
Commissioner of the unified
MCD. 

According to an order by
the MHA, the appointments
will come into effect from May
22, the day the three civic
bodies are unified. Ashwani

Kumar, who was the Chief
secretary of Puducherry, had
recently been transferred to
Delhi by the Central
Government and was awaiting
a positing. 

Kumar had earlier served
as the Principal Secretary to the
Public Works Department in
the Government of National
Capital Territory of Delhi,
before being transferred to
Puducherry.

The present SDMC
Commissioner Gyanesh Bharti,
is the senior most among the
three Municipal
Commissioners of Delhi. 

Bharti, who hails from
Bihar, was posted as Joint
Secretary and Cabinet
Secretary with the Government
of India before being repatri-
ated to his parent cadre in 2019.

According to sources in the
MCD, Special Officer Kumar
will take over the duties of the
elected Councilors of the MCD,
till the elections take place
again. He is likely to head the
advisory committee while
Bharti will act as head of the
executive wing of the MCD.
Kumar will have a final say in
the functioning and working of
the MCD. 

Kumar's appointment is
considered significant as he will
play a vital role in the func-
tioning of the unified munici-
pal corporation, months before
the civic elections.

Sources said that after the
appointment of the Special
Officer and the new
Commissioner  the exercise to
reshuffle and reorganise the
municipal staff will begin.

The municipal elections,
however, will have to wait for
a comprehensive delimitation
exercise since the new law pro-
vides for a maximum of 250
municipal wards — fewer than
the current 272.

Earlier, in  a notification,
the MHA said that the unified
MCD will come into effect
from May 22 as the terms of the
three municipal bodies in the
Capital are coming to an end.

The term of the SDMC
ended on Wednesday, while the
North Delhi Municipal
Corporation (NMC) complet-
ed its tenure on Thursday and
the East DMC (EDMC) will
complete its term on May 22.

The civic bodies were tri-
furcated in January 2012, after
which the SDMC, NMC and
EDMC were created. The
municipal corporations pro-
vided services to around 97 per
cent of Delhi’s population
across 272 municipal wards.

There were 12 administra-
tive zones under the MCD out
of which SDMC got four
(Centre, South, West, and
Najafgarh); NMC got (Rohini,
Civil Lines, Karol Bagh, City
Sadar Paharganj,
Keshavpuram, and Narela);
and the EDMC (Shahdara
North and Shahdara South).
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The Arvind Kejriwal
Government has created a

first-of-its-kind 'Goraiya Gram'
in Garhi Mandu city forest in
East Delhi for the protection
and conservation of the State
bird the sparrow. The
Government also plans to
develop to Mitraun city forest
in South West Delhi, Alipur city
forest in North Delhi and
Jaunapur city forest in the com-
ing days.

Delhi Environment
Minister, Gopal Rai who visit-
ed the Goraiya Gram in Garhi
Mandu, said that more such
sparrow villages are planned at
several other places in the
Capital.

"Pollution and excessive
use of pesticides is leading to a
decline in the number of spar-
rows and considering this, the
forest and wildlife department
is trying to provide ecological
support for the protection and
conservation of the little bird,"
he said. "We have tried to give

them nesting places and food
sources in the 'Goraiya Gram'.
We do not only want to increase
the green cover in Delhi but
create a healthy ecological sys-
tem and give a suitable envi-
ronment to birds and animals,"
he said.

Sohail Madan, assistant
director, Bombay Natural
History Society, said, "The
spunky bird thrives in places
that have plenty of grains and
insects. But the use of pesticides
and insecticides has led to a
scarcity of food for them. The
toxic chemicals have driven
them away."

"We have planted native
berries like karonda and kund-
ni, grasses and shrubs, and
kept feeder boxes, artificial
nests and earthen pots in the
sparrow village, which was
opened to the public last
month," the conservationist,
who helped build the Goraiya
Gram," said. Two insect hostels
have also been created at the
'Gauraiya Gram' as sparrows
feed on insects and worms. A

forest department official said
this is the first such effort in
national Capital to make peo-
ple aware about the protection
and conservation of State bird. 

"The rapid decline in the
number of sparrows had
hogged headlines a few years
ago. Several studies attributed
it to urbanisation and mindless
use of pesticides and insecti-
cides, and even electromag-
netic radiation. So we thought

of doing something. "A baseline
survey will be conducted after
six months and thereafter, we
will count number of sparrows
after a year to establish the
impact of our conservation
efforts," the official said. 

House sparrow or the pass-
er domesticus is listed as 'least
concern' in the Red List of
Threatened Species of the
International Union for
Conservation of Nature. 
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The Delhi Government has
inducted two robots into

the city's firefighting fleet. The
robots were bought from an
Austrian company and a few
months ago a fire in the PVC
market at Delhi's Tikri Kalan
was controlled with the help of
these robots.

Delhi Chief Minister,
Arvind Kejriwal, took to
Twitter to inform people about
the robots and tweeted: "Our
Government has procured
remote-controlled fire fighting

machines. Our brave fireman
can now fight fires from a max-
imum safe distance of up to 100
meters. This will help reduce
collateral damage and save
precious lives."

Meanwhile, Delhi Home
Minister Satyendra Jain, said
that there was an increase in
cases of large-scale fires every
year during the scorching
summer days, and for the first
time, such remote controlled
robots have been brought into
the country to deal with blazes.

"At present, the city
Government has inducted two

such robots. If the trial is suc-
cessful, more such robots will
be inducted into the fleet.
These remote controlled robots
will prove to be major trou-
bleshooters for the firefighters,"
said Jain. Atul Garg, Director,
Delhi Fire Service (DFS), said
that every robot is equipped
with water pipes and is con-
trolled using a wireless remote.

"The robot, upon reaching
the fire site can extract the
smoke caused by the fire in the
building through its ventilation
system. These robots make use
of high water pressure to douse
the fire, spraying 2,400 liters of
water in a minute. The spray
installed in them divides water
into small droplets and scatters
it up to an area of 100 meters,"
said Garg.

"The firefighters of DFS
have also been given specialised

training to operate theobot. A
separate Standard Operating
Procedure has also been pre-
pared, which will be followed
to control the fire," said Jain. A
high-resolution camera is
installed in this robot as well,
which is capable of showing
clear pictures despite the pres-
ence of fire, smoke, and water
around it.
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The Central Goods and Service
Tax department detained two

Chartered Accountants (CAs)
on Thursday night over an
alleged �15 crore GST refund
scam. The CAs were detained by
the Directorate-General of GST
Intelligence, Gurugram CGST
department for issuing a certifi-
cate in a GST refund matter. But
a group of CAs has called for a
protest, terming the detention as
malicious. 

On Friday,  Gurugram police
said though a protest by the CAs

was continuing the GST office
had been allowed to function.
Members of the Institute of
Chartered Accountants of India
(ICAI), Gurugram chapter, said
the two CAs had been wrongly
detained by the department since
May 17, and on May 19 they were
sent to judicial custody. They
claimed that about 40-50 CAs
were also detained for nearly four
hours by the department.

Terming the arrest ''com-
pletely wrong,'' ICAI members
said the refund was issued with
connivance of officials. The pro-
testors claimed that rather than
punishing CAs, action should be
taken against the benefitting
party — a trader and GST offi-
cial. According to police, a few
days ago, some men had faked up
a business and filed a refund of
�15 crore of GST. The two CAs
attested their documents and

aided in all official work which
helped in release of refund. “After
verification by CAs, officers, too,
do their own scrutiny before
releasing refund. So, why was
refund issued without investiga-
tion in this case? And now they
are blaming the CAs,” the ICAI
members asked.

The CAs alleged that there
is an ongoing internal depart-
mental investigation against
CGST Commissioner Meenu
Kumar and senior officials. 

All information regarding
the case has been forwarded to
the PMO, the Finance Ministry,
Enforcement Directorate,
Haryana CM’s office and, ICAI
officials for further investiga-
tion. It was also alleged by  CAs
that Kumar is running a bogus
refund syndicate in department
amounting to approximately �25
crore. 
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Universities in the national
Capital are divided over

opting for the Common
University Entrance Test
(CUET) for admissions in post-
graduate courses from the new
academic session. 

While the Jawaharlal
Nehru University (JNU) has
announced that it will allow
admissions to postgraduate
and advanced diploma cours-
es of proficiency programmes
through the CUET, the Delhi
University (DU) and Jamia
Millia Islamia (JMI) University
have informed that they will
not conduct the admission
process through CUET-PG this
year.

Officials at DU and JMI
said the admission process for
post-graduate courses has
already begun for the academ-
ic session 2022-23 and it will
not be feasible to change the
process on such a short notice.

University Grants
Commission (UGC) Chairman
M Jagadesh Kumar said the
CUET for PG admissions will
be introduced from the 2022
academic session. However, he
added that unlike the CUET-

UG, the CUET-PG is not
mandatory for central univer-
sities. "The admission process
has already begun and on such
a short notice, the university
cannot implement a new sys-
tem. 

The Academic Council and
Executive Council of universi-
ty will take a decision on mat-
ter and based on that, we will
proceed," said DU Registrar
Vikas Gupta.

JMI Registrar Nazim
Husain Al-Jafri said the uni-
versity will conduct admis-
sions through ongoing proce-
dure.  "This year, we will con-
duct admissions through the
ongoing procedure. For future
years, we will decide on matter,"
he said.

The JNU announced on
Friday that admissions to post-
graduate and advanced diplo-
ma courses of proficiency pro-
grammes will be held through
CUET this year. The exam for
CUET-PG will be conducted in
third week of July. The appli-
cation process began on Friday
and will conclude on June 18.

"The NTA will conduct
Postgraduate Entrance Test for
42 central and participating
universities for academic ses-
sion 2022-2023. The CUET will
provide a single-window
opportunity to students to seek
admission in participating uni-
versities across country," the
UGC Chairman had said. The
UGC's announcement on
Thursday came weeks after

higher education regulator
announced that CUET scores,
and not Class-12 scores, will be
mandatory for admission to 45
central universities and these
universities can fix their min-
imum eligibility criteria. The
DU announced last month
that admissions for graduate
courses would be held through

Central Universities Common
Entrance Test (CUCET) from
now on.The JMI had
announced that it will conduct
admissions for the academic
session 2022-23 through
CUET-2022 for 10 courses.
Over 10.46 lakh candidates
have registered for CUET-UG
so far. 

New Delhi: The employees
association of  College of Art has
written to Vice-President
Venkaiah Naidu and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, call-
ing for an urgent "equitable and
just" action to stop "merger'' of
the college into Ambedkar
University.

This came on the day the
BR Ambedkar University issued
a notification, beginning the
admission process for under-
graduate (UG) and postgradu-
ate (PG) courses in the College
of Art.

In its letter on Thursday,
College of Art Employees
Association has made a "distress
call to protect constitutional
rights of the stakeholders of
College of Art". "We, the
employees of College of Art are
aggrieved due to allegedly ini-
tiated unjust merger of college

into Ambedkar University," the
letter read. They also demand-
ed that BS Chauhan, the prin-
cipal, be sacked and asked
Naidu to "reprimand" him for
his "mischief " of dismember-
ment of University of Delhi
(DU).

"...Requesting you for an
urgent equitable and just action
stopping "Merger'' immediate-
ly and also removing Dr BS
Chauhan from the position of
Offg. Principal of College of Art,
New Delhi," the letter stated.

Their other demand was to
carry out admissions for 2021-
2022 session to be conducted
under DU “on war-footed pri-
ority”. The association has
alleged that consent of stake-
holders i.e. students and
employees was not taken by the
management before starting
the merger process. (SR)


������������� � ��������	

In a bid to create new employment
opportunities, the Arvind Kejriwal

Government has decided to redevelop
27 notified industrial areas in the
national Capital.

The Delhi Government has
entrusted the task of preparing the lay-
out of these notified industrial areas to
the Delhi State Industrial and
Infrastructure Development
Corporation (DSIIDC).

DSIIDC will appoint a consultant
firm in the industrial area that will pre-
pare the layout of the various industrial
areas. 

In this context, Industries Minister
Satyendar Jain held a meeting with the
office-bearers of the associations of
industrial areas and local MLAs of the
respective areas, at the Delhi Secretariat
on Friday. 

He discussed the redevelopment of
these notified industrial areas along

with security measures. A separate bud-
get provision has also been made by the
government for the redevelopment of
these industrial areas.

After the meeting, Jain said, "There
are 27 notified industrial areas in
Delhi and there are many industrial
units running here. Initially, these
industrial areas were categorized on the
basis that they would be redeveloped. 

However, this matter had been
dragged on by the previous govern-
ments for years and little to no attempt
was made to complete the initiative.
Now, the Kejriwal government has
taken the initiative to redevelop these
areas. 

A time limit has been fixed for
preparing the layout plan of all these 27
areas." The expenditure on the con-
sultants preparing the layout will be
split on a 50-50%  basis between the
Delhi Government and the Industrial
Association. This will be an exemplary
model of cooperation between the

public and the Government.
The Delhi Government has

announced that the notified industri-
al areas will be redeveloped in the next
five years to generate employment
opportunities for lakhs of people in the
capital. 

The Delhi government is working
expeditiously towards making the
industrial areas green, clean, and bet-
ter. In addition, sewage, general waste
treatment plants, drinking water sup-
ply, industrial waste disposal systems,
and roads will be improved as well. 

Moreover, processing centers,
accredited test labs, training centers,
business convention centers, raw-mate-
rial banks, and logistics centers will be
set up in the industrial areas.

The industrial areas to be redevel-
oped by the Kejriwal Government
include Anand Parvat, Shahdara,
Samaypur Badli, Jawahar Nagar,
Sultanpur Majra, Hastsal Pocket-A,
Naresh Park Extension, Libaspur,

Peeragarhi Village, Khyala, Hastsal
Pocket-D, Shalimar Village, New
Mandoli, Nawada, Rithala, Swarn Park
Mundka, Haiderpur, Karawal Nagar,
Dabri, Basai Darapur, Mundka Udyog
Nagar, Phirni Road in Mundka,
Ranhola, Prahladpur Bangar, Tikri
Kalan, Mundka (North) Godown
Cluster, and Nangli Sakrawati.
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The national capital’s peak
power demand broke all

records late on Thursday nigh-
tas Delhi’s power demand
clocked 7070 MW, the highest
ever in the month of May.

According to sources in
discoms, the capital city’s power
demand continues its north-
wards climb, creating new
records along the way.  Last
night at 11:24 pm, the 
city’s peak power demand not
only clocked the season’s high-
est of 7070 MW, but also the
highest ever in the month of
May.

“The highest peak demand
on Friday was recorded at
6,943 that is also likely to shoot
past 7,000 MW late in the
night,” discom official said.
“It’s only the fourth year in

Delhi’s history when the capi-
tal's peak power demand has
breached the 7000 MW. It
breached the 7000 mark for the
first time in 2018 (July 10),
when it clocked 7016 MW.  

The following year (2019),
it clocked 7409 MW (July 2),
the highest ever recorded in the
history of Delhi. In 2020, it did
not cross the 7,000 MW and
peaked at 6314 MW. In 2021
(July 2), the city’s peak power
demand clocked 7323 MW,” he
said.

“This year, the expected
peak power demand of around
8200 MW is an increase of
around 285 per cent over the
peak power demand of 2879
MW in 2002,” he said.

“The city’s peak power
demand has increased by 10
per cent since May 1.  Since
April 1, Delhi’s peak power

demand has increased by over
58 per cent,” he informed.
“This is the 15th time in 20
days of May that the national
capital’s peak power demand
has crossed 6000 MW,” he stat-
ed. 

As per a senior BSES offi-
cial, the strength of the network
is also critical to ensuring a reli-
able power supply.  BSES dis-
coms have ramped up the net-
work capacity by deploying
both conventional and innov-
ative solutions. 

While informing about the
steps taken by the BSES to
ramped up the network capac-
ity, he said, the discoms invest-
ed in substantial resources to
strengthen the network and
undertook several unique mea-
sures to ensure reliable power
supply during the summer
months.
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NEW DELHI: The Arvind
Kejriwal Government on
Friday raised dearness
allowance for daily wagers in
national Capital. The official
said that monthly wages for
unskilled laborers have been
raised from �16,064 to �16,506
per month while wages for
semi-skilled labourers have
been increased from�17,693 to
�18,187 per month. 

Delhi’s Deputy Chief
Minister, Manish Sisodia said
that move will benefit
unskilled, semi-skilled, skilled
and other workers in all sched-
uled employment under  aegis
of the Delhi Government.

"These steps have been
taken in the interest of the poor
and working-class, who have
suffered disproportionately due
to the current pandemic. This
order shall also benefit those in

clerical and supervisory jobs,”
Sisodia added. Sisodia further
said that people employed on
minimum wages in the unor-
ganized sector should also get
the benefits of the dearness
allowances, which are usually
offered to state and central gov-
ernment employees.

“Minimum wages in Delhi
are the highest in comparison
to any other state. Delhi gov-
ernment is constantly revising
the dearness allowance every
six months, to provide respite
to all workers of Delhi from the
inflation,” said Sisodia.

For skilled labourers, the
wages have been increased
from ?19,473 to ?20,019 a
month. Additionally, the min-
imum wage rates for the super-
visor and the clerical cadre of
employees have also been
revised, said an official. (SR)
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The CBI has filed an FIR
against builder Amrapali

Leisure Valley Developers Pvt
Ltd, its director Anil Sharma
and others for allegedly cheat-
ing Bank of Maharashtra and
Andhra Bank (now UBI) of 
�230.97 crore.

Following the registration
of the case, the agency con-
ducted searches at four loca-
tions including at New Delhi,
Noida and Ghaziabad in Uttar
Pradesh at the premises of the
accused which resulted in
recovery of incriminating doc-
uments, the CBI in a statement
said .

In its FIR, the CBI has
alleged that Amrapali Leisure
Valley Developers Pvt Ltd was
sanctioned a term loan for
construction of flats at Greater
Noida. However, despite taking
full disbursal of the loans, the
project is still incomplete and
the account turned non-per-
forming asset (NPA) on March
31, 2017. It was also alleged that
the borrower company had

made rampant diversion of
funds to various other compa-
nies.

Besides borrower company
and its director Anil Kumar
Sharma, the CBI has booked
other directors/erstwhile direc-
tor/corporate guarantors-Shiv
Priya, Suvash Chandra Kumar,
Pankaj Mehta, Atul Mittal,
Ashish Jain, Gagandeep Singh
and unknown public servants
and private persons.  

The banks had sanctioned
credit facilities to develop a
housing building at the Tech
Zone IV in Uttar Pradesh’s
Greater Noida on a plot mea-
suring 1.06 lakh square metre,
the FIR alleged.

Some Amrapali Group flat
buyers had approached the
Supreme Court owing to the
non-delivery of promised flats
to them in Noida and Greater
Noida area where the compa-
ny had promised to develop
and sell 42,000 units.

The apex court had
ordered a forensic audit in the
affairs of the company, the
complaint has alleged.

The forensic audit revealed
that the group allegedly divert-
ed �5,619 crore through dif-
ferent companies -- Amrapali
Leisure Valley Developers Pvt
Ltd, Amrapali Homes Projects
Pvt Ltd, Ultra Home
Constructions Pvt Ltd and
Amrapali Grand.it said.
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has pro-

visionally attached immovable
assets worth �185 crore and
bank balances amounting to
�7.51 crore belonging to DDPL
Global Infrastructure Private
Limited (DDPL) and others on
money laundering charges in a
case linked to PACL India Ltd.

Besides DDPL, assets of
Unicorn Infraprojects and
Estates Private Limited and
Brightview Projects and Estates
Private Limited have also been
attached under Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA).

PACL had collected money
from the public under different
schemes for allotting plots in
different parts of the country or
giving an option to take back
their expected tentative value of
land in lieu of the allotted plot
under the scheme on maturi-
ty. PACL was doing business of
real-estate and sale of agricul-
tural land in the country
through their agents and local
office. PACL got double bene-
fit by creating easy equity for
procurement of land and later
taking the benefit on the appre-
ciation of the land prices.

The ED probe revealed
that PACL transferred Rs 101
crore (out of the investors’
money) in Dhanashree
Developers Private Limited,

out of which �26 crore was
transferred to DDPL. Further,
PACL transferred �2,285.79
crore to one Prateek Kumar
who invested �94.61 crore in
DDPL and Unicorn. PACL
also transferred �110.95 crore
in Systematix Venture Capital
Trust through its 25 front com-

panies, which was invested in
DDPL and Unicorn in form of
Optionally Fully-Convertible
Debentures (OFCD) and equi-
ty, the ED saidin a statement.

With PACL funds, DDPL
and Unicorn purchased land
parcels at Vasai, Palgarh,
Maharashtra. The two compa-
nies also entered into various
agreements with different enti-
ties for sale of FSI and con-
struction of residential-cum-
commercial projects and gen-
erated huge profits.

“At this stage of investiga-
tion, land ad-measuring
3,39,984.2 square meters at
Vasai and bank balances
amounting to �7,51,78,480
have been attached,” the agency
added.
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The CBI has registered a case
against former Collector

of Surendranagar district of
Gujarat, Kankipati Rajesh
(2011-batch IAS officer of
Gujarat cadre), and others in a
bribery case involving grant of
arms licence, and conducted
searches at the premises of the
accused persons.

Besides Rajesh, the agency
has also booked proprietor of
Jeans Corner, Surat, Md. Rafiq
Menon, who was arrested after
the searches. Menon allegedly
acted as a middleman in the
bribery episodes.

“The case has been regis-
tered on the allegations of
demand and receipt of illegal
gratification/bribe related to
grant of arm licences, allotment
of Government land and reg-
ularization of encroached
Government land in the name
of ineligible beneficiaries,” the
CBI said in a statement.

A Preliminary Enquiry
(PE) was earlier registered on
a request from the Gujarat
Government in the matter.

The Regular Case is an out-
come of the PE that pointed to
prima facie culpability of the
accused IAS officers and oth-
ers in the bribery allegations,
officials said.

Searches were conducted at
the premises of accused officer
in Gandhi Nagar and that of
the private person in Surat
besides Rajahmundry (Andhra
Pradesh) which led to recovery
of several incriminating docu-
mentary and digital evidence,
the CBI further said.

Memon, who acted as the
IAS officer’s middleman and
allegedly used to collect bribe
money for him. He was arrest-
ed from Surat after the search-
es. Rajesh is presently serving
as the Joint Secretary in the
General Administration
Department of the Gujarat
Government in 
Gandhinagar.

The IAS officer is facing
allegations of sanctioning arms
licenses to ineligible persons
during his stint as Collector of
Surendranagar as also regular-
ising encroached government
land and allotting land to inel-
igible beneficiaries, officials
said.Menon will be produced
before the Special Court, CBI
Cases, Ahmedabad for further
action.
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ADelhi court on Friday
directed the CBI to give a

three-day prior notice to
Congress MP Karti
Chidambaram if it required
arresting him in connection
with the Chinese visa scam case
linked to Vedanta Group’s
power project in Punjab.
Dismissing Karti’s anticipatory
bail petition, Special Judge MK
Nagpal also passed the order to
Karti appear before CBI with-
in 16 hours after landing India.
Karti is currently in Europe. 

The plea was opposed by
the CBI, which said it was not
maintainable at this stage.  CBI
also stated that the agency will
give notice before 48 hours at
least if he was required to be
arrested.  The court, however,
directed that in case the CBI
was required to arrest the
accused, he needed to be given
notice prior to three working
days.

On Thursday, the Court
had sent Chidambaram fami-
ly’s Chartered Accountant S
Bhaskararaman to four days
CBI custody. The CBI FIR said
that �50 lakh bribe was accept-
ed from Vedanta Group’s power
company for illegally issuing
263 visas to Chinese techni-
cians in August 2011, when
Chidambaram was the Home
Minister. 
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CBI raids premises of
all accused in grant
of arms licence case
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The Supreme Court on
Friday extended the time

for submitting the report by the
apex court-appointed technical
and supervisory committees to
look into the Pegasus row, say-
ing 29 “infected” mobile
phones are being examined
for the spyware and the process
should be over in four weeks.
A bench headed by Chief
Justice N V Ramana said the
technical committee has been
examining mobiles for the spy-
ware and has also recorded
statements of persons includ-
ing some journalists and
activists.

Standard operating pro-
cedure for testing the ‘infected
devices’ will be finalised too, it
said, adding the probe by the
technical committee may be
over by the May end and then
the supervisory judge would be
making a report for the perusal
of the bench.  Referring to the
receipt of an interim report, the
bench, also comprising justices
Surya Kant and Hima Kohli,
said that the technical com-
mittee, which has received 29
mobiles for examining the spy-

ware, has developed its soft-
ware for this purpose and
issued notices to some gov-
ernment agencies and indi-
viduals including journalists. 

“Preferably, the process by
the technical committee should
be over in four weeks and the
supervisory judge should be
informed. The supervisory
judge shall submit his report
thereafter. List sometime in
July,” said the bench. 

The bench did not pass
any order concerning the
request made by senior lawyer
Kapil Sibal, who has been
appearing for some petitioners,
that the interim report be made
available to the parties. Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta, appear-
ing for the Centre, said the
report being an interim one

need not be made public at this
stage. 

The bench, which on
October 27, last year had
ordered a probe into the alle-
gations of use of Israeli spyware
by government agencies for tar-
geted surveillance of politi-
cians, journalists, and activists,
has now fixed the case for fur-
ther consideration in July.  The
panel, which included three
experts on cyber security, dig-
ital forensics, networks, and
hardware, was asked to
“inquire, investigate and deter-
mine” whether Pegasus spy-
ware was used for snooping on
citizens and their probe would
be monitored by a former apex
court judge R V Raveendran. 

The panel members were
Naveen Kumar Chaudhary,
Prabaharan P, and Ashwin Anil
Gumaste.  Justice Raveendran,
who is heading the monitoring
panel, has been assisted by
former IPS officer Alok Joshi
and Sundeep Oberoi,
Chairman of Sub Committee in
International Organisation of
Standardisation/ International
E l e c t r o - T e c h n i c a l
Commission/Joint Technical
Committee - in monitoring the
inquiry of the technical panel.
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Starting later this year, the
Union Government will

introduce a newly approved
‘Made in India’ tuberculosis
(TB) infection skin test called
‘c-TB’, a cost effective tube, that
the Union Health Minister
Mandukh Mandaviya said
would be of immense benefit to
other high burden countries as
well.

He said this while address-
ing the 35th board meeting of
the “Stop TB Partnership”
through video-conferencing in
the national capital recently.

Highlighting the severe
impact of the Covid-19 pan-
demic on TB programmes in
high burden countries, the

Union Health Minister said
several new initiatives had
been taken in the country to
turn the crisis into an oppor-
tunity under the leadership of
the Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

Several health initiatives
have been taken, such as a
‘bidirectional testing’ of TB
with Covid, house-to-house
TB detection campaigns, scal-
ing up of rapid molecular diag-
nostics at sub-district levels, use
of artificial intelligence and
digital tools, Jan Andolan and
most importantly, decentrali-
sation of TB services to
Ayushman Bharat Health and
Wellness Centres as part of
comprehensive primary health-
care.

Mandaviya also informed

that a new initiative, “Adopt
people with TB” will be
launched this year based on
Indian values of collectivism
which will urge corporates,
industries, organisations, polit-
ical parties and individuals to
come forward and adopt TB
infected people and families,
and provide them with nutri-
tional and social support.

“We are also actively
involving elected representa-
tives in India like the Members
of Parliament, Members of
Legislative Assemblies in the
states, members of urban local
bodies and panchayat repre-
sentatives at the grassroots
level in raising awareness and
advocating for TB across the
country,” the Union Minister
said.
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Vaccination after infection
with Covid-19 causing

SARS-CoV-2 is associated with
a decrease in the likelihood of
long Covid symptoms, as per a
large study of UK adults pub-
lished by The BMJ on Friday.

It stressed that causality
cannot be inferred from this
observational evidence, but
said vaccination “may con-
tribute to a reduction in the
population health burden of
long Covid, at least in the first
few months after vaccination.”
Thus making the case for con-
tinuing with vaccination strat-
egy.

Vaccines against Covid-19
are effective at reducing rates of

coronavirus infection, trans-
mission, hospital admission,
and death.

Evidence also suggests
that long Covid is reduced in
those who are infected after
vaccination, but the effective-
ness of vaccination on pre-
existing long Covid is less clear.

The latest survey by the
UK’s Office for National
Statistics (ONS) shows that
44% of people who report long
Covid have had symptoms for
at least one year, two thirds of
whom report symptoms severe
enough to limit their day-to-
day activities.

So a team of researchers set
out to estimate associations
between Covid-19 vaccination
and long Covid symptoms in

adults with SARS-CoV-2 infec-
tion before vaccination. 

They drew on ONS data
for 28,356 adults aged 18-69
years (average age 46; 56%
women; 89% white) who
received at least one Covid-19
vaccine dose after testing pos-
itive for SARS-CoV-2 infection.

They then tracked the pres-
ence of long Covid symptoms
over a seven month follow-up
period (February to September
2021).

Long Covid symptoms of
any severity were reported by
6,729 participants (24%) at
least once during follow-up.

Before vaccination, the
odds of experiencing long
Covid changed little over 
time.
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The Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) Rajiv

Kumar and Election
Commissioner Anup Kumar
Pandey have decided to give up
certain perks and privileges
available to them. 

According to an Election
Commission statement, the
two have decided not to avail
exemption from income tax on
sumptuary allowance and to
surrender two of the three
Leave Travel Concessions
(LTC) available each year.

“It was decided to send the
proposal to the Central gov-
ernment for appropriate action.
Further, CEC and ECs will avail
only one LTC in a year in place
of three LTCs presently avail-
able to them,” the statement
said.

After assuming the charge
as the chief election commis-
sioner on March 15, Kumar on
Friday held the first meeting of
the Election Commission,
along with fellow Election

Commissioner Pandey. 
At present, there is one

vacancy in the poll panel which
had been a three-member body
since October 1993. “Among
other things, the Commission
reviewed the perks and privi-
leges available to the CEC and
Election Commissioners (ECs),
including the income tax
exemptions given to them on
sumptuary allowance,” the
statement said.

The CEC and ECs draw
salary, perks and perquisites as
per Section 3 of the Election
Commission (Conditions of
Service of Election
Commissioners and
Transaction of Business) Act,
1991. They are entitled to a
monthly sumptuary allowance
of Rs 34,000.

There is no income tax
payable by the CEC and ECs on
this allowance. They are also
entitled to three LTCs in a year
for self, spouse and dependent
members of the family.

The Commission felt the
need of observing austerity in
personal entitlements.
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Several aircraft belonging to
low-cost carrier SpiceJet

were stopped from operating
by Air Traffic Control (ATC) at
the Delhi airport on Friday
morning as the airline didn’t
make the requisite daily pay-
ment to Airport Authority of
India ( AAI). Passengers of
SpiceJet flights on Friday took
to social media to complain
how their flights at Delhi air-
port were delayed.

The airline’s spokesperson
said the daily payment was
delayed due to a software glitch
and the flights are now oper-
ating normally. “Due to a tech-
nical snag in SAP, the auto-
matic daily payment could not
be processed. This is being
made manually to AAI which
has been apprised of the issue.
SpiceJet’s flight operations are
now continuing as normal,” a
SpiceJet spokesperson said.

Sources said that Air
Traffic Control, which is an

arm of AAI, was instructed not
to give clearance to the airline’s
aircraft to take-off as the pay-
ment was not made. Generally,
airlines pay for facilities pro-
vided by AAI like route navi-
gation, landing, parking etc
on a monthly basis. Under
cash and carry mode an airline
has to pay daily for the facili-
ties used at an airport.

AAI has put SpiceJet on
“cash and carry” mode since
2020, due to the airline’s inabil-
ity to clear airport dues.
SpiceJet has to make daily pay-
ments to the AAI to operate
flights after the airline was put
on a “cash and carry” basis by
the authorities as it had failed
to clear its previous dues.

New Delhi: Taking exception
to the slowed-down Covid-19
vaccination drive in a majori-
ty of the States, the Centre has
asked them to accelerate the
recent placid momentum, the
Centre on Friday advised all
States to plan for a two-month-
long “Har Ghar Dastak” cam-
paign 2.0 from next month.

The Union Health
Ministry urged the States and
UTs to significantly expedite
the pace towards full vaccina-
tion coverage by saturating all
eligible beneficiaries, as per an
official from the Min. In a
meeting of states and union ter-
ritories, he said that Union
Health Secretary Rajesh
Bhushan strongly advised that
it should be ensured there is no

wastage of Covid vaccines at
any cost. “This must be ensured
through active monitoring and
on the basis of ‘first expiry first
out’ principle, where does that
expire earlier should be used
for vaccination first, states and
union territories were told,”
said the official.

Highlighting the urgent
need for an intensive ‘mission
mode’ push to Covid vaccina-
tion across the country to
accelerate the recent placid
momentum, the Union health
secretary has advised them to
plan for a two-month long
‘Har Ghar Dastak’ campaign
2.0, during June-July, with
detailed district, block and vil-
lage levels plans, the official
added. PNS
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With China building a sec-
ond bridge on the

Pangong Tso(lake)in Ladakh,
India on Friday said it is in an
area that has been under ille-
gal occupation of that country
since 1960.  Also, New Delhi
has never accepted such illegal
occupation of India’s territory,

it was reiterated.
The assertion came on a

day when Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi attacked the
government on the issue and
said a “timid and docile
response will not do.”  The
Prime Minister must defend
the nation, he said.

Reports about satellite
images showing the construc-
tion of the second bridge came

out two days ago.  Imagery
showed that the bridge is capa-
ble of handling tanks and
armoured columns thereby
enabling China to rapidly
deploy its forces in times of cri-
sis.

Reacting to the reports,
External Affairs Ministry
spokesperson Arindam Bagchi
said here “We have seen reports
of a bridge being constructed

by China onPangong Lake
alongside its earlier bridge.”

“Both these bridges are in
areas that have continued to be
under the illegal occupation of
China since the 1960s,” Bagchi
said.  He was replying to media
queries on the matter.

“We have never accepted
such illegal occupation of our
territory, nor have we accept-
ed the unjustified Chinese

claim or such construction
activities,” the spokesperson
said. He also said “We have
made it clear on several occa-
sions that the union territories
of Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh are an integral part of
India and we expect other
countries to respect India’s
sovereignty and territorial
integrity.”

As regards preparations to

deal with any challenge, Bagchi
said the government has
stepped up development of
border infrastructure especial-
ly since 2014, including con-
struction of roads and bridges.

“The government remains
committed to the objective of
creating infrastructure along
the border areas to not only
meet India’s strategic and secu-
rity requirements but also facil-

itate the economic develop-
ment of these areas,” he said.

The spokesperson said the
government keeps a constant
watch on all developments that
have a bearing on India’s secu-
rity and takes all necessary
measures to safeguard its sov-
ereignty and territorial integri-
ty. Meanwhile, Rahul Gandhi
said India’s national security
and territorial integrity are

non-negotiable and the prime
minister must defend the
nation. “China builds first
bridge on Pangong. GOI: We
are monitoring the situation.
China builds second bridge on
Pangong. GOI: We are moni-
toring the situation,” Gandhi
said on Twitter.

“India’s national security
and territorial integrity is non-
negotiable.
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Election strategist Prashant
Kishor on Friday said the

marathon brainstorming ses-
sion held by Congress in
Udaipur “failed to achieve any-
thing meaningful” and assert-
ed that the Congress was fac-
ing an “impending electoral
rout” in Gujarat and Himachal
Pradesh, states ruled by the BJP
where assembly polls are due
later this year. 

Kishor, who recently
turned down an offer to join
the Congress, further expressed
that the ‘Chintan Shivir’ only
helped in “prolonging the sta-
tus-quo”.

“I have been repeatedly
asked to comment on the out-
come of Udaipur Chintan
Shivir...In my view, it failed to
achieve anything meaningful
other than prolonging the sta-
tus quo and giving some time
to the Congress leadership, at
least till the impending elec-
toral rout in Gujarat and
Himachal Pradesh,” said.
Kishor. Kishor has since
launched a political movement
‘Jan Suraaj’, aimed at trans-
forming the politics in his
home state of Bihar.
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One construction worker
from West Bengal was

found dead while the fate of
nine others remained unknown
after an under construction
'adit' tunnel collapsed near
'Khooni nallah' between
Ramban and Ramsoo along the
Jammu-Srinagar National
Highway late Thursday night.
Three laborers were safely res-
cued from the accident site late
in the night by the rescue
teams launched by the district
administration.  

At least nine  trapped
workers could not be rescued
during the day-long joint res-
cue operations conducted by
the teams of National Disaster
Response Force, State Disaster
Response Force, civil,army and
police authorities. 

According to official
sources, the rescue operations
were hampered by the
inclement weather conditions
late Friday evening and the
same were suspended by the
authorities to prevent further
loss of lives.The rescue opera-
tions would be resumed on
Saturday morning.

Deputy Commissioner
Ramban, Masrat-ul-Islam who
led the rescue teams late
Thursday night  told reporters
at the accident site on Friday, "at
around 10.45 p.m, I first

received an information that
mouth of an 'adit tunnel' to tun-
nel T4 have collapsed.  We
immediately mobilised our
teams and rushed to the acci-
dent site. We started the rescue
operations around 12.00 a.m".
The rescue operations were
delayed because the accident
site was still active and the res-
cue teams were not allowed to
launch the operations to avoid
further loss of lives". Three
laborers were rescued late last
night while we recovered one
dead body of a labourer from
West Bengal during the day.
Out of these three one of them
has been referred to the
Government Medical college
hospital in Jammu. He said the
rescue teams were still looking
for 9 survivors as they remained
untraceable.  Out of these four
hailed from West Bengal, two
from Nepal,  1 from Assam and

two others were locals.
Masrat Ul Islam informed

the adit tunnel which collapsed
was an escape tunnel which is
normally used for emergency
purposes, supplies and venti-
lation. It was only punctured
three meters when it collapsed
late Thursday night.
"Unfortunately there was not
enough space for the labourers
to move inside the tunnel
which could have saved them.
We are still keeping our fingers
crossed and hope to find some
people alive", he added.

Official sources claimed a
major tragedy was averted as
the accident was reported late
in the night when only about
one dozen  people were present
on duty. During the day more
labourers work at the under
construction tunnel site.

Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha who is constant-

ly monitoring the situation in
Ramban. He also chaired a
high-level meeting with senior
officials at the Civil Secretariat
and discussed the progress of
rescue operations.

Expressing concern over
the incident, the Lt Governor
said rescue operations will
continue on war footing till the
last person is reached.

According to a local eye-
witness the tunnel collapsed
around 10.15 p.m when  big
boulders hit the front portion.
Local reports suggested the
construction agency had trig-
gered local blasts at the con-
struction site earlier. 

"It was pitch dark. There
was no power supply in the
area.  The labourers were
trapped under the debris",
claimed Yasir, an eyewitness.

Another eyewitness
Manjeet said, some labourers
were standing on the mouth of
the tunnel and others were
working on the ground when
suddenly big boulders hit them
and everything including heavy
machinery was buried. Senior
officers of the National
Highway Authority of India
along with Divisional
Commissioner Jammu Ramesh
Kumar Jangid, ADGP
Police,Jammu range Mukesh
Singh and representatives of the
project execution agency visit-
ed the spot to take stock of the

rescue operations. 
Divisional Commissioner

Ramesh Kumar Jangid said,
teams of NDRF, SDRF local
police and civil authorities are
all working together to rescue
the survivors from the accident
site. He said the machinery was
mobilised late in the night and
rescue operations were
launched to rescue the trapped
workers, "We are facing chal-
lenges because we have to first
cut the boulders and then push
the same downhill to create
gaps to look for survivors. We
have to ensure safety of the res-
cue workers and using minimal
machinery to prevent fresh
landslide in the area", said DC
Ramban Masrat-ul-Islam.

An expert Geologist Prof
GM Bhat observed, "it appears
the project execution agencies
are  going ahead with
unplanned excavation, sublet-
ting the job to non profession-
al people".

They are blasting the rocks
by adopting an 'unscientific'
approach. Prof Bhat claimed
the rocks in the region are
strong enough. The mishaps
are not happening due to nat-
ural causes even though the
region falls in the seismic zone
IV and V. The mishaps are hap-
pening because the agencies on
the ground are adopting an
unscientific approach of blast-
ing the rocks.

1
���7��
�	���	��
�8�22��	�

��
���������9���������:��	����2����
�

��
�� ��������	

India has exported wheat worth
$ 177 million in March and

$473 million in April this year.
The government data showed
that India exported wheat even at
a time when about eight nations,
including Ukraine, Belarus,
Turkey, Egypt, Kazakhstan and
Kuwait, had imposed wheat
export restrictions. Top sources
said that several countries have
approached the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA), seeking
clarification on whether their
requests for Indian wheat would
be fulfilled.

According to sources,  over
three dozen countries have
sought food grains from India,
with many others hinting they
would also need them. On May
13, the government banned all
private wheat exports with imme-
diate effect to control rising
domestic prices and ensure food
security of India, neighbouring
nations and vulnerable coun-
tries.  The G7 nations had criti-
cised the Indian government's
decision to restrict the exports.

"Still, after the conflict began
on February 24, 2022, India has
exported wheat worth USD 177
million and USD 473 million in
March and April, respectively,
despite facing challenges of low
wheat production as a result of
extreme heat wave that enveloped
the northern part of the country
that caused shrivelled grains and
resultant drop in yield per acre,"
one of the sources said.

According to the DGFT
(Directorate General of Foreign
Trade) notification, wheat exports
are allowed on the basis of per-
mission granted by the
Government of India to other
countries to meet their food
security needs and based on the
request of their governments.

Among the wheat exporting
countries, India ranked 19th in
2020, 35th in 2019, 36th in 2018
and 2017, which shows that it has
an insignificant share (0.47 per
cent) while seven countries
(Russia, the US, Canada, France,
Ukraine, Australia and
Argentina) have largest share in
the overall quantity of wheat
export in the past five years,
sources said.

"A negotiation-based
approach instead of conflict
would have prevented removal of
nearly a quarter of wheat exports
from Russia and Ukraine," the
source said, adding "export
restrictions have been a regular
feature of major food producers
which has adversely affected
India too".

Egypt and Turkey have also

been importing significant quan-
tity of wheat from India and have
no locus standi for asking for
open exports after having restrict-
ed them. Besides wheat, a num-
ber of other food products have
been restricted for exports and
these include curbs on exporting
vegetable oil by Argentina,
Kazakhstan, Cameroon, and
Kuwait. 

"These have resulted in sig-
nificant price rise and India has
been at the receiving end," the
source said.

As wheat exports from India
trickled to a stop, anxious import-
ing nations have started putting
in diplomatic requests as the list
of countries seeking the grain
continues to increase,

About a dozen countries
have reached out to the Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA), seek-
ing clarification on whether their
requests for Indian wheat would
be fulfilled, officials said. On the
other hand, as many as 47 coun-
tries have sought food grains
from India, with many others
hinting they would also need
them.
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In a landmark judgment the
Calcutta High Court on

Friday ruled that Dearness
Allowance was both, legal and
fundamental right related to
the right to life.

This, even as the Bengal
government continued to suf-
fer judicial setbacks with
Division Bench of Justice
Harish Tandoon directing the
State to clear the DA of the gov-
ernment employees within
three months.

The DA would be paid
under the West Bengal Services
(Revision of Pay and
Allowances) Rules, 2009, advo-
cates of the petitioners said.

Accordingly the “DA
would have to be calculated in
terms of the All India
Consumer Price Index average
536 (1982=100),” sources said.

“The Division Bench of
Justice Harish Tandon and
Justice Rabindranath Samanta

said that DA is a legal right of
the government employees.
The court has upheld the order
of the SAT (state administrative
tribunal) which was passed in
July, 2019 while rejecting the
writ petition of the state gov-
ernment, Shamim said adding
the Court upheld the earlier
order given by the State
Administrative Tribunal.

According to estimates
about 10 lakh government
employees and pensioners
would be benefited by the
judgment.

Reacting to the order BJP
state spokesperson Samik
Bhattacharya said that “the
Government was trying to con-
vince the Court that it had
shortage of funds … even the
Chief Minister had also
attacked the government
employees saying they were
‘barking’ as if they were dogs …
but at the same time she had
the funds to give doles to win
votes.”
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Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
stressed that shouting slo-

gans and showing placards
neither add to the prestige of
the members nor the dignity
of legislature and only mean-
ingful debate and discussions
in the House enhance 
the dignity of the 
legislature. 

Birla said this after inau-
gurating a two-day orientation
programme for newly-elected
members of UP assembly in
Lucknow on 
Friday.

Of the total 403 members
of UP assembly, a sizable 128
are first time legislators and
200 MLAs have been elected
for a second or more terms. Of
the total legislators, 47 are
women members.

"The better discussion and
dialogue in the House, the
more there will be an increase
in dignity and prestige of the
legislature. People's represen-
tatives must adopt the highest
standards of conduct in the
House and maintain the sanc-

tity of the legislature,” the Lok
Sabha speaker said.

Birla further said, "By cre-
ating disturbance inside the
House or by shouting slogans
and waving placards, neither
the prestige of the members
nor the dignity of the House
increases. Therefore, we
should not encourage such
practices. Legislatures are plat-
forms for debates and discus-
sion and not for 
sloganeering.”

The Lok Sabha speaker
said that serious and pur-
poseful discussions and dia-
logue would lead to better out-
comes in the form of better
legislations which would bring

positive change in the lives of
the people.

“Law is meant to change
people's lives, to ensure rights
to the people and to make
their life easier and simpler.
Therefore, the more simple
and easy the laws become, eas-
ier and speedy justice will be
delivered to the people,” he
said.

Referring to the impor-
tance of attendance in the
House, Birla said that low
attendance of MLAs in leg-
islative assemblies was a mat-
ter of serious concern.

"The longer public repre-
sentatives sit in the House, the
more they get guidance from
their senior and experienced
legislators and there will be
meaningful discussions and
dialogues in the House," he
opined.

Emphasising on taking
inputs from the people for
making laws, Birla said that
people's representatives should
get inputs from the people so
that their hopes and aspira-
tions could be incorporated in
legislation.
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Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath stressed on

strict compliance with traffic
rules with special emphasis on
road safety and directed offi-
cials to take action against
encroachments along express-
ways, national highways, Public
Works Department roads, city
roads and others by running a
joint campaign with the depart-
ments concerned.

On Friday, Yogi directed
officials to take strictest action
against people in case of illegal
recovery by traffic police, trans-
port, geology and mining and
GST personnel under the pol-
icy of zero tolerance towards
corruption. In this regard,
detailed guidelines were issued
by the Home department to all
divisional commissioners, dis-
trict magistrates, four com-
missioners of police, and all
district police chiefs.

Additional Chief Secretary
(Home) Awanish Kumar
Awasthi said that with special

focus on removing encroach-
ments, illegal parking lots and
illegally-operated auto, taxi
and bus stands by the roadside,
officers had been directed to
take effective steps.

“It will also ensure that traf-
fic on public roads is not
obstructed,” he said.

Officials were instructed
that no vehicle like school bus,
private bus, Transport depart-
ment bus, private contract bus,
truck, two-wheeler and four-
wheeler be allowed to operate
without the fitness certificate.
They were further instructed to
stop overloading of vehicles
and initiate effective action
under Gangsters Act/Goonda
Act against illegal parking lots
/vehicle stand operators.

The directive further said
that vehicles should not be
allowed to park at entry points
in big cities and legal action be
ensured against the dhaba own-
ers concerned if vehicles were
found parked at the roadside by
dhabas without parking facili-
ties.
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has sharply stepped up the fre-
quency and lethality of its ter-
ror strikes. Asfandyar Mir, a
senior expert at the US
Institute of Peace, points out in
a paper, titled The ISIS-K
Resurgence, that the latter
advocates “mass casualty
attacks” against civilians and
States. It intends “to topple the
Pakistani Government, punish
the Iranian Government for
being a ‘vanguard’ of the Shias”
and “purify” Afghanistan —
“both by dislodging the
Afghan Taliban as the main
jihadi movement in
Afghanistan and punishing
minority groups, like the
Hazaras.”

In ‘Countering a Resurgent
Terrorist Threat in Afghanistan’
(Foreign Affairs, April 24,
2022), Seth G Jones cites the
estimate that “the ISKP carried
out 76 attacks on Taliban
forces between September 18
and November 30, 2021, a sig-
nificant jump from 2020, when
it conducted only eight attacks
during the entire year”. There
was a fall in the incidence of
ISKP’s strikes during the win-
ter following the Taliban’s
harsh military action, partic-
ularly in Nangarhar province.
However, there is an upward
trend again. Christina
Goldbaum writes in The New
York Times datelined May 1,
2022: “The attacks of the past
two weeks have left at least 100
people dead, figures from hos-

pitals suggest, and stoked fears
that Afghanistan is heading
into a violent spring, as the
Islamic State’s affiliate in the
country tries to undermine the
Taliban Government and
assert its newfound reach.”

Will the Taliban be able to
squelch the ISPK’s challenge?
The latter had been confined
mostly to eastern Afghanistan
during the past six years.
Goldbaum points out that
since the Taliban takeover, it
“has grown in reach and
expanded in nearly all 34
provinces”. One reason, of
course, has been the release of
jailed ISKP prisoners by the
Taliban after capturing power,
which virtually doubled the
former’s strength from around
2,000 to around 4,000. Also
drawn to it are young Taliban
fighters who have gained little
from the Islamic Emirate.
Further, as Seth G Jones points
out, some of the former mem-
bers of Afghanistan’s military
and main intelligence agency,
the National Directorate of
Security, have joined the ISKP
as it is “the most active oppo-
sition group to the Taliban”.
This may well make a differ-
ence given their expertise.

The Taliban have the
advantage of having a well-
equipped army with a back-
ground of waging successful
guerrilla warfare, and a strong
presence throughout the coun-
try. Guerrilla warfare, howev-

er, is very different from
counter-insurgency, to which
the Taliban are new. Also,
continued failure on the eco-
nomic front may starve it of
resources to fight the ISPK and
cause disaffection benefiting
the latter. Growing tensions
with Pakistan, involving bor-
der clashes, can stand in the
way of mutual cooperation in
fighting the ISIS-K. Besides,
tensions between the
Kandahar and Haqqani groups
in the Taliban, which are man-
ifest, may lead to migration to
the ISIS-K by disgruntled ele-
ments on either side.

Besides, it is not just the
ISKP. According to a report,
‘Mapping Afghan Resistance
Movement’, by Security Risks
Research of Security Risks
Asia, resistance groups com-
prising former opponents of
the Taliban, are gearing up.
These include the Supreme
Council of National Resistance
for the Salvation of
Afghanistan, National
Resistance Front of
Afghanistan, Tehreek-e-Azadi
Afghanistan and Afghan
Islamic National and
Liberation Movement. The
seriousness of their challenge,
however, remains to be seen.
Nevertheless, the Islamic
Emirate clearly has a squally
passage ahead.

(The author is Consulting
Editor, The Pioneer. The views
expressed are personal.)
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Sir — Senior BJP leader and Madhya
Pradesh’s former Chief Minister Uma
Bharti on Thursday said that “Acts are
made for people, not people for Acts”
while answering a question on challeng-
ing the Places of Worship Act, 1991. She
further said such Acts can be amended for
the sake of people’s welfare. Citing an
example to justify her statement, she said
that earlier also the Constitution had been
amended to proclaim Emergency by
Indira Gandhi to save her position as the
PM. Muslims have also known that Kashi
is the religious centre for Hindus and the
politicians opposing it are not the real rep-
resentatives of Muslims but playing pol-
itics in the name of their community.

From the archaeological evidence
available, it is quite clear that the place
where the mosque now stands was a tem-
ple and, according to Muslim law, mosques
cannot be built upon or namaz offered at
such places which belong to another com-
munity or religion. By offering namaz in
Gyanvapi Masjid, the Muslims are insult-
ing their own religion. Talking about the
Places of Worship Act, 1991, it could be
amended according to the need of the
hour by the Indian judiciary and proper
justice will then be granted to the Hindus.

Ishita Patidar | Ujjain
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Sir —There were people who thought that
Russia’s attack on Ukraine would not affect
us since we are far away but their senses
gave way when, within a few weeks of the
war’s beginning, the prices of food prod-
ucts, especially those made from flour and
sunflower seeds, skyrocketed. Apart from
this, the prices of all the food items have
started increasing. Now UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres has said the
war-triggered grain and fertiliser shortages,
hot temperatures and pandemic-induced
supply problems “will push millions of
people into the throes of food insecurity”.
This crisis may last years because Russia
and Ukraine produce 30 per cent of the

world’s wheat supply.
Before the war, Ukraine was the

world’s bread basket, exporting 4.5 million
tonnes of agricultural products per month
through its ports. Not only this, Russia and
Ukraine together used to have 47 per cent
share of sunflower seed production. In
such a situation, the world will have to face
the deficiency in any case. Those who are
with Russia in this war or are taking the
side of Ukraine, both sides have to suffer.
If the war drags on for a longer period, the
kitchen budget is also sure to increase
manifold.

Jang Bahadur Singh | Jamshedpur
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Sir — Navjot Singh Sidhu was a seasoned
Indian batsman who, in the 1980s and
1990s, played as an opener. He has failed
to receive the Supreme Court’s favour as
he has been convicted to a one-year sen-
tence in jail on the charge of murder. Sidhu
played 51 Tests and 136 ODIs for India
between 1983 and 1999. The former

attacking batsman, who has since donned
the hats of a controversial politician and
a television show judge, has been sen-
tenced to one-year rigorous imprisonment
by the Supreme Court in an over three-
decade-old road rage case in which a
senior citizen lost his life. 

The court, however, rejected the plea
for imposing the culpable homicide not
amounting to murder charge under
Section 304A of IPC against Sidhu. He
tried to evade arrest with his influence but
failed to get court clearance. Everything
happened in broad daylight and so can-
not be denied. Otherwise also the “Sixer”
Sidhu was hitting hard on and off the field
and law should have taken its course long
back. He survived nervous moments
throughout these 30 years and there is no
escape route now. Sidhu has now been
caught red-handed.

CK Subramaniam | Navi Mumbai
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The Russian invasion of
Ukraine has shoved
events in Afghanistan
to the margins of global

public discourse. Yet, much has
been happening in the blighted
land. The country is in trouble.
The economy is prostrate. The
law and order situation is in
shambles, with the Islamic State
of Khorasan Province (ISKP,
also referred to as ISIS-K), the
Afghan affiliate of the Islamic
State in Iraq and Syria (ISIS), pos-
ing a violent challenge. The ties
between Taliban-led Islamic
Emirate and Pakistan are under
severe strain. Hence the question:
Will the regime crumble?

To begin with the economy,
essential commodities are scarce.
Prices are skyrocketing. Large
sections are going hungry.
Unemployment is soaring.
According to the International
Labour Organisation (ILO),
more than 500,000 Afghan work-
ers lost their jobs in the third
quarter of 2001. According to
Khaama Press, one of
Afghanistan’s leading news agen-
cies, the number of people losing
their jobs since the Taliban
takeover is expected to rise
between 700,000 and 900,000 by
mid-2002 — which is round the
corner. The figure is in accor-
dance with those of the US
Special Inspector-General for
Afghanistan Reconstruction
(SIGAR), which holds that
900,000 Afghans have lost their
jobs since the Taliban captured
power in August 2001. Women,
SIGAR further holds, have been
disproportionately affected —
the number of jobs is likely to fall
by 21 per cent since the Taliban’s
ascent to power. The result has
been a surge in migration to
other countries. Christina
Goldbaum and Yaqoob Akbary
state in the The New York Times
(February 2, 2022): “From
October [2021] to the end of
January [2022], more than a
million Afghans in southwestern
Afghanistan have set off down
one of the two major migration
routes into Iran, according to
migration researchers.”

One reason for the econo-
my’s prostration is the country’s
law and order situation, which is
in a state of collapse. The ISKP
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insemination, chilling plants and
processing centers. Similarly, a
neglected sector of UP is that of
fisheries where the state has a
potential of growing at more than
15 percent per annum and through
this the farmers of UP can become
agribusiness entrepreneurs. 

MSME sector is next only to
agriculture in terms of generating
employment and this is a vital sec-
tor for the state of UP. A forward
looking and dynamic MSME pol-
icy is required which provides
credit, technology and market to
the MSME sector. Often the gov-
ernments focus only on bringing in
new industry but the existing
industries also need a supporting
hand. A separate cell has to be cre-
ated to cater to the problems of the
micro sector which is more than 90
percent of the MSME. This sector
is largely unorganized and needs an
approach specifically suited to its
needs. Noida is the industrial hub
of UP but industries need to move
to other regions of the state.

The textile and leather sector
has a great potential for develop-
ing and also generating large scale
employment. Noida can easily
become a hub for the electronic
industry. Lucknow, Prayagraj and
several other tier II cities have
great potential for development of
the IT sector which will give a big
push to the UP economy. Besides,
the network of expressways the
eastern freight corridor and Delhi
Mumbai corridor can easily stim-
ulate industrial development in
large areas adjoining to them. 

The game-changing sector is

the agro-processing one. A very
small percentage of agriculture
produce is processed today. At
every block level a center for the
development of the food pro-
cessing sector can easily be devel-
oped which will provide employ-
ment to rural youth near their
homes and there would be little
need for labor to migrate to other
states. These centers can be devel-
oped as rural growth engines
which will have a transformation-
al impact on the economy.

The vital sectors for the devel-
opment of UP are health and edu-
cation. The Government will have
to invest heavily in these sectors
and also bring about improvement
in the governance to make quali-
ty health care and education acces-
sible to all. 

A special mission for improve-
ment in the learning competencies
at the primary education level has
to be given the highest priority and
the gross enrolment rate in high-
er education increased to 50 per-
cent. Special attention will have to
be given to the recruitment of
teachers, motivating them, hold-
ing them accountable and devel-
oping their capacities. The state
requires many more medical col-
leges, nursing institutions and
institutes of paramedics. District
hospitals have to be converted into
centers of excellence. 

The energy sector in the state
is in the need of large-scale
reforms at the distribution level to
cut down on line losses and elim-
inate power theft. Smart meters
have to be introduced and many

more power generating plants are
required. Solar energy should
remain a major area of focus. 

UP needs more rapid urban-
ization and to make cities act as
engines of growth innovative
means of funding the creation of
urban infrastructure is required.
Urban governance and urban
financing are two areas where a lot
of specialization is required.
Moreover, greater devolution of
powers to the elected urban bod-
ies is the need of the hour. 

Above all the steps outlined
UP requires a major governance
overhaul. E-governance and M-
governance have to brought in all
the sectors. There has to be a
result-oriented performance eval-
uation system for the officers.
Monitoring of schemes and pro-
jects has to be vastly improved by
use of technology. Time bound
clearances and approvals to be
implemented in all sectors. The
transfer industry has to be abol-
ished. Training and orientation of
the officers must be ensured to
build their capacity. Finally, for a
large state like UP it is important
to go in for a major governance
reform of decentralisation and 
delegation of powers to the 
divisions and district as well as
elected local bodies. 

UP must move fast if India has
to develop. The trillion-dollar
economy may not be easy but a
much higher than the national
growth rate is essential to take the
people of UP out of the poverty
cycle and make UP one of the
developed states of the Union.
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(The writer is a former
Chief Secretary,

Government of Uttar
Pradesh. The views

expressed are personal.)

Remoteness of a village is
one of the biggest hin-
drances that young girls

have to overcome to be able to
claim their right to basic educa-
tion. Chikri Ban village in
Mandi block in the border dis-
trict of Poonch in Jammu and
Kashmir is one such place
where young girls have been
struggling hard to get educated.  

Located at 3,349 ft, Chikri
Ban is surrounded by the
mighty Pir Panjal range. The
word ‘Ban’ stands for ‘forest’ and
one have to trek for two-three
hours through a forest to reach
this village. 

For a long time, the villagers
have been demanding con-
struction of roads, but to no
avail. Qamar Din, a resident,
says that the students have to
walk thirteen kilometres to
Loran High School situated in

Loran village, the closest high
school for students belonging to
Chikri Ban village. By the time
these students reach school,
they feel tired and are unable to
concentrate on lectures. For
girls, it’s even more difficult as
before and after school, they
have to contribute to the house-
hold chores, which includes
cooking, cleaning and fetching
water for the family.  Compared
to boys, girls get lesser time for
themselves. Despite the strug-
gles, girls in this village manage
to complete middle school but
as the talks of higher education
start surfacing, their parents
start opposing. 

Entrenched in poverty,
most families prefer not to send
their daughters outside their vil-
lage to acquire higher education.
Shaziya, 15, and Tayyaba,11, two
sisters from the village, dropped

out of school since their parents
could not afford further studies.
Lack of a secondary school has
limited their opportunities and
chances to advance in their
lives. Fatima Zahra, 26, the
Deputy Sarpanch of the village,
also reflected how the absence
of basic facilities such as water,
electricity, secondary schools
and roads is affecting the edu-
cation of current generation

and jeopardising the future of an
entire population. 

As there is no road, these
students have to trek their way
to school through a forest
which means increased chances
of animal attacks, especially
during the summer season.
Shamima Akhtar, 37, a moth-
er of four children and a resi-
dent of the village, informed
that her daughters had to drop

out right after middle school as
there is no high school nearby.
“The trek to reach the
motorable road is quite risky as
there are high chances of attack
by wild animals. We fear send-
ing our children to school
through that route. Even the
teachers of primary and middle
schools fear coming all the
way up,” informed Shamima.
While boys have the option to
shift closer to their schools, girls
are not easily allowed to leave
their houses. As a consequence,
they are forced to discontinue
their education. Locals report-
ed that many young people
were attacked by bears in the
past, some of whom died on 
the spot. 

These factors along with
other development challenges
have collectively contributed to
the low female literacy rate in

the village. Ayesha Kausar, a 21-
year-old student, highlighted
that the most girls in this village
are educated only up to Class 8,
7, and 5. “Young girls here have
a keen desire to pursue educa-
tion after completing primary
and middle education but due
to lack of development in our
village, they are deprived of
their dreams. People in the vil-
lage work really hard to earn a
meagre income and are able to
make their ends meet. Sending
their children away from home
means extra expenses which
they cannot afford. If they have
to make a choice, they send
boys and force girls to stay back
and concentrate on household
chores,” expressed Ayesha, who
has rented an accommodation
for �10,000 per month to attend
her college, which is 15 km
away from Chikri Ban.

A survey conducted by the
National Statistical Office
(NSO), mentioned that female
literacy in Jammu and Kashmir
is 68%, which is much lower
than the male literacy rate of
85.70%. The female literacy
rate in rural Jammu and
Kashmir is lower than urban
areas, at 66% and 75.70%,
respectively. The survey also
reveals that only a meagre per-
centage of females (2.8%) in
Jammu and Kashmir are grad-
uates and above whereas the
percentage for males is 8.4%.

Given that girls are subject-
ed to various social and cultur-
al norms, the unavailability of
basic development infrastruc-
ture and a safe environment can
affect their lives in different
ways. No access to education
today means a darker tomor-
row. This needs to change. 
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(The writer contributes 
articles from Mandi,
Poonch, Jammu and

Kashmir. Courtesy Charkha
Features.The views

expressed are personal.)
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�)�3#%!,&3# Uttar Pradesh has 16 percent of
the population of India but
contributes only 8 percent to its
GDP. If UP was to be a country

it would be the fifth largest country in the
world. At the time of Independence, the
per capita income of UP was the same as
the national average but today it is less
than 50 percent of the same at �65,431 per
annum. It is true that UP has become the
third largest economy with the current
GDP of around $220 billion (�17 lakh
crore) but in terms of per capita income
it is second from the bottom. 

Recently the UP Government has
issued a tender for hiring a consultant to
take the UP economy to $1 trillion by
2027. Looking at the past this does not
seem very probable as it would involve the
UP economy growing at a rate of more
than 30 percent per annum. However, it
is indeed an aspirational goal and would
require a comprehensive action plan for
all sectors of economy because what is
required is not an incremental push but
a quantum leap.

UP is primarily an agricultural econ-
omy with 25 percent of the GSDP com-
ing from this sector which employees
more than 65 percent of the population.
This is one of the main reasons for the
poverty in the State as large number of
people are under employed or in a State
of disguised unemployment and, hence,
not contributing to the economic devel-
opment of the state. UP has nine agro-cli-
matic zones and each would require a sep-
arate strategy for deciding upon issues like
cropping pattern and also on ways to
improve the productivity to bring it
above the national level. 

There are huge regional imbalances
with western UP being far ahead of east-
ern UP in terms of productivity and
income of farmers. Similarly,
Bundelkhand is a rain-fed area where
most of the farmers only taking one crop
in a year. However, the same Bundelkhand
if provided with adequate drip and sprin-
kler irrigation facilities can become a hub
for citrus fruits, vegetables, medicinal
herbs. Moreover, the real problem is the
fragmentation of holdings with average
size of land holding being 0.80 hectare
meaning that most of the farmers are
small and marginal and this has a huge
impact on their viability. They are often
in urgent need of cash and dispose of the
produce at low prices. Aggregation of
farmers through farmer producer compa-
nies is the answer. Further, huge invest-
ment is required in development of cold
chains and storages so that the farmers can
store their produce and release them in the
market at an appropriate time. 

Animal husbandry is often a neglect-
ed sector but it has been my experience
that this can significantly add to the
income of the farmers. A mission should
be launched to bring about a dairy revo-
lution in the state with its entire comple-
ment of feed, fodder, medicines, artificial
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US House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi is facing criticism

from the leader of Northern
Ireland’s biggest unionist
party after saying Congress
won’t approve a trade deal
with the UK. 

If Britain scraps the agree-
ment governing post-Brexit
trade on the Irish island.

The trans-Atlantic spar-
ring follows British Prime
Minister Boris Johnson’s gov-
ernment announcing its
intention to introduce legis-
lation that would allow it to
unilaterally suspend the so-
cal led Northern Ireland
Protocol, an international
agreement between Britain
and the European Union.

Northen Ireland is the
only part of the U.K. That
shares a land border with an
EU member country — the
Republic of Ireland — and
required special attention
when the UK withdrew from
the EU.

The protocol is designed
to preserve the Northern
Ireland peace process, but
unionists complain it has cre-
ated a trade barrier between
the province and the rest of
the UK.

Pelosi said on Thursday
that Britain’s actions threat-
ened to undermine the 1998
Good Friday Accords that
ended decades of violence in
Northern Ireland. She called
for “good-faith negotiations”
to resolve any differences
over the protocol. 
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The United Nations’ top
human rights official will

visit China next week on a trip
that will take her to the Xinjiang
region, where rights groups
and some Western govern-
ments allege the Chinese gov-
ernment is committing geno-

cide and serious abuses against
Uyghurs and other Muslim
minorities.

U.N. High Commissioner
for Human Rights Michelle
Bachelet will start her six-day
visit on Monday, her office said
Friday. She will visit Guangzhou,
Kashgar and the Xinjiang
regional capital of Urumqi.
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Sri Lankan authorities on
Friday closed schools and
asked public officials not
to come to work in a des-

perate move to prepare for an
acute fuel shortage that is
expected to last days amid the
nation’s worst economic crisis in
decades. 

The Public Administration
Ministry asked the public offi-
cials — except for those who
maintain essential services —
not to come to work on Friday
“in a view of current fuel short-
age and issues in transport
facilities” across the country. 

State and government
approved private schools also
closed Friday amid the wors-
ening fuel shortage, with thou-

sands of people waiting in
queues at fuel stations across the
country for days at a time. 

Sri Lanka is now almost
without gasoline and faces an
acute shortage of other fuels as
well. 

The government has been
struggling to find money to pay
for the importation of fuel, gas
and other essentials in recent

months as the Indian Ocean
island nation is on the brink of
bankruptcy. 

Its economic woes have
brought on a political crisis,
with the government facing
widespread protests and unrest. 

For months, Sri Lankans
have endured long lines to buy
those essentials, most of which
come from abroad. Shortages of

hard currency have also hin-
dered imports of raw materials
for manufacturing and wors-
ened inflation. 

Protesters blocked main
roads to demand gas and fuel,
and television stations showed
people in some areas fighting
over limited stocks. Authorities
have announced countrywide
power cuts of up to four hours
a day because they can’t supply
enough fuel to power generat-
ing stations. 

Sri Lanka has suspended
repayment of about $7 billion in
foreign loans due this year out
of $25 billion to be repaid by
2026. The country’s total foreign
debt is $51 billion. 

The finance ministry says
the country currently has only
$25 million in usable foreign

reserves. Protesters have occu-
pied the entrance to the presi-
dent’s office for more than a
month, calling for President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa to resign. 

Months of anti-government
rallies have led to the near-dis-
mantling of the once-powerful
ruling family, with one of the
president’s brothers resigning as
prime minister, and other sib-
lings and a nephew leaving
their Cabinet posts.  Protesters
accuse the Rajapaksas of trig-
gering the crisis through cor-
ruption and misrule.  Sri Lanka’s
new Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe said Monday
that about $75 billion is need-
ed urgently to help provide
essential items, but the country’s
treasury is struggling to find
even $1 billion. 
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Sri Lankan President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa swore in

nine new ministers on Friday in
an effort to ensure stability until
a full Cabinet is formed in the
debt-ridden island nation
engulfed in the worst econom-
ic crisis since its independence.

The ministers were sworn
in after a delay of more than a
week since the president
appointed new Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe.
Rajapaksa reappointed five-time
former Sri Lankan prime min-
ister Wickremesinghe, after his
predecessor — the president’s
brother Mahinda Rajapaksa —
resigned in the wake of violent
attacks by his supporters on
peaceful anti-government pro-
testers.

His resignation automati-
cally dissolved the Cabinet, leav-
ing an administrative vacuum.

The new ministers include
two from the main Opposition
Samagi Jana Balawegaya (SJB),
while the rest come from
Rajapaksa’s own Sri Lanka
Podujana Peramuna (SLPP) and
from the group which had
resigned from the ruling coali-
tion. President Rajapaksa had
appointed four ministers last
week. Still, no finance minister
has been appointed which is sig-
nificant in the wake of ongoing
negotiations with the IMF for a
possible bail out.

The Cabinet will be limited
to 25 members, including the
President and the Prime

Minister, according to media
reports.

Former minister Nimal
Siripala de Silva representing Sri
Lanka Freedom party (SLFP),
independent MPs Susil
Premajayantha, Wijayadasa
Rajapaksha, Tiran Alles were
among the new nine ministers
sworn in on Friday.

Nimal Siripala De Silva
Ports has been appointed as the
minister of Naval and Aviation
Services, Susil Premajayantha as
the minister of education,
Keheliya Rambukwella took
oath as the health minister,
while Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe as
the minister of Justice, Prison
Affairs, Constitutional Reforms.

The other ministers
appointed include Harin
Fernando as the minister of
Tourism and Land, Ramesh
Pathirana as minister of
Plantation Industries, Manusha
Nanayakkara as the minister of
Labour and Foreign
Employment, Nalin Fernando as
the minister of Trade,
Commerce, and Food Security
and Tiran Alles as the minister
of Public Security.
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Eleven soldiers were killed and nearly two
dozen injured by jihadis targeting a military

base in eastern Burkina Faso, the government
said.

Injured soldiers have been taken to hospi-
tal and aerial support killed 15 attackers trying
to flee after Thursday’s attack in Madjoari in
Kompienga province, Burkina Faso’s army said
in a statement. 

For six years the West African country has
been ravaged by violence linked to al-Qaida and
the Islamic State group that has killed thousands
and displaced nearly 2 million people. Mutinous
soldiers ousted the democratically elected pres-

ident in January promising to stem the violence,
but since then attacks have increased. 

Within a 72-hour period last week nearly
60 people, including civilians and security forces,
were killed in violence targeting villages in four
regions across the country, according to an inter-
nal security report for aid workers seen by The
Associated Press.

“This attack in Madjoari is yet another indi-
cation of militants’ capability to target securi-
ty forces bases and unfortunately showing the
severity of (the) security situation in northern
and eastern regions,” said Rida Lyammouri,
senior fellow at the Policy Center for the New
South, a Moroccan-based organization focused
on economics and policy. 
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Russian forces attacked the
cities of Lysychansk and

Severodonetsk in Ukraine's
eastern region of Luhansk, the
region's governor said Friday.

Serhiy Haidai said in a
Telegram messaging app post
on Friday that 12 people were
killed in Severodonetsk as a
result of the assault, and more
than 60 houses were destroyed
across the region.

He added that the attack on
Severodonetsk “was unsuc-
cessful - the Russians suffered
personnel losses and retreated.”
His remarks could not be inde-
pendently verified.

Ukraine's General Staff in
its morning update on Friday
also said that the Russians
tried to assault Severodonetsk
but suffered losses and retreat-
ed. Meanwhile, Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy thanked the United
States for the $40 billion aid
package, which got final con-
gressional approval on
Thursday.

“This is a demonstration of

strong leadership and a neces-
sary contribution to our com-
mon defense of freedom,”
Zelenskyy said in his nightly
video address to the nation.

He also thanked the
European Union for its sup-
port. “And for our partners this
is not just an expense or a gift.
This is their contribution to
security,” Zelenskyy said. “For

defending Ukraine also defends
them from new wars and crises
that Russia could provoke if it

is successful in the war against 
Ukraine. Therefore, we

must together ensure that

Russia's aggression against our
state has no success, not mili-
tarily, economically or any
other.” 

Zelenskyy said Ukraine's
monthly budget deficit is $5 bil-
lion “and so to survive in the
war for freedom, we need quick
and sufficient financial sup-
port.” The US has announced
a shipment of $100 million in
military equipment to Ukraine,
separate from what will be
coming from the $40 billion
approved by Congress. 

The latest package includes
18 more howitzers as well as
anti-artillery radar systems,
both of which the US has pro-
vided to Ukraine already since
Russia invaded Ukraine on
February 24.

Zelenskyy said Russian
troops were intensifying their
attacks in the Donbas.“It is hell
there and that's not an exag-
geration,” he said in his night-
ly video address to the nation.
“The brutal and completely
senseless bombardment of
Severodonetsk. Twelve dead
and dozens wounded there in
just one day.”

Zelenskyy said Russian
strikes on the northeastern
Chernihiv region included a
terrible strike on the village of
Desna, where he said many
were killed and rescuers were
still going through the rubble.

“The bombing and shelling
of our other cities, the air and
missile strikes by the Russian
army, are not simply military

operations in a time of war... It
is a conscious and criminal
attempt to kill as many
Ukrainians as possible,”
Zelenskyy said. 

“To destroy more homes,
public sites, businesses. This is
what will be qualified as geno-
cide of the Ukrainian people
and for which the occupiers
will definitely be brought to jus-
tice.” A veteran Russian rock
musician faces charges of dis-
crediting the army for remarks
made at a concert on
Wednesday. Charges against
Yuri Shevchuk, singer for the
band DDT, were sent to an
administrative court on
Thursday. 

He could face a fine of up
to 50,000 rubles ($800).

After the war began, Russia
passed a more severe law mak-
ing the spread of “fake news”
about the conflict punishable by
up to 15 years in prison. During
the concert in Ufa, Shevchuk
questioned the aims of the war
and why young Russians and
Ukrainians are fighting and
dying in a war that is also cost-
ing the lives of civilians. 

“Old people, women and
children are dying,” he said.
“For some kind of Napoleonic
plans of our latest Caesar, yes?”
“The motherland, my friends, is
not the ass of a president that you
have to lick and kiss all the time.
The motherland is a poor grand-
mother selling potatoes at train
station. That is motherland,” he
added.
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Ukrainian authorities on
Friday said their troops

repelled a Russian attack in the
east, as Moscow struggled to
gain ground in the region that
is now the focus of the war even
as it intensified its campaign
there.

Battered by their months-
long siege of the vital port city
of Mariupol, Russian troops
need time to regroup, Britain's
Defence Ministry said in an
assessment — but they may not
get it. The city and the steel-
works where Ukrainian fight-
ers have held off Russian assault
for weeks have become a sym-
bol of Ukraine's stoic resistance
and surprising ability to stymie
a much larger force.

On Friday, a number of
soldiers — just how many was
unclear — were still holed up
in the Azovstal plant, following
the surrender of more than
1,700 soldiers in recent days.

With the battle for steel
plant winding down, Russia has
already started pulling troops
back from the site. But British
assessment indicated Russian
commanders are under pres-
sure to quickly send them else-

where in the Donbas “That
means that Russia will proba-
bly redistribute their forces
swiftly without adequate prepa-
ration, which risks further
force attrition,” the ministry
said. The Donbas is now
President Vladimir Putin's
focus after his troops failed to
take capital in early days of war. 

Pro-Moscow separatists
have fought Ukrainian forces
for eight years in region and
held a considerable swath of it
before Russia's February 24
invasion. But the effort to take
more territory there has been
slow-going. 

In a sign of Russia's frus-
tration with the pace of the war,
some senior commanders have
been fired in recent weeks,
British Defence Ministry said.
Russian forces attacked cities of
Lysychansk and Severodonetsk,
both in Luhansk region of
Donbas, region's governor said
on Friday. 
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The UN food chief is warn-
ing that the war in Ukraine

has created “an unprecedented
crisis” of escalating food prices
that has sparked protests.
World Food Program
Executive Director David
Beasley said growing hunger

will add at least 47 million peo-
ple to the 276 million “march-
ing to starvation” before
Russia's invasion of its smaller
neighbour. 

Beasley told a UN Security
Council meeting Thursday that
49 million  people in 43 coun-
tries are already “knocking on
famine's door.” He stressed
that conflict, the impact of cli-
mate change, and the COVID-
19 pandemic were already
affecting food security but the
war in Ukraine, which grows
enough food for 400 million
people, now has  “the longest
bread lines in the world.” He
said leaders must help open
Ukraine's ports and increase
food production.
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US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken has

accused Russia of weaponis-
ing food and holding grain
for millions of people around
the world hostage to help
accomplish what its invasion
of Ukraine has not — “to
break the spirit of the
Ukrainian people”.

He told a UN Security
Council meeting called by the
United States that the war has
halted maritime trade in large
areas of the Black Sea and
made the region unsafe for
navigation, trapping
Ukrainian agricultural
exports and jeopardizing
global food supplies.

Blinken said the meeting,
which he chaired, was taking
place "at a moment of
unprecedented global
hunger" fuelled by climate
change and COVID-19 "and
made even worse by conflict."
Since Russia's invasion on
February 24, he said, its naval

operations have sought to
control access to the north-
western Black Sea and the Sea
of Azov and to block
Ukrainian ports which the
United States assesses to be "a
deliberate effort" to block
safe passage and shut down
shipping.

"As a result of the Russian
government's actions, some
20 million tons of grain sit
unused in Ukrainian silos as
global food supplies dwindle,
prices skyrocket, causing
more around the world to
experience food insecurity,"
Blinken said. 
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New Delhi:
Gold in the
n a t i o n a l
Capital on
F r i d a y
j u m p e d
�231 to
�50,608 per 10 grams in line
with a jump in global precious
metal prices, according to
HDFC Securities.

In the previous trade, the
precious metal finished at
�50,377 per 10 grams.

Silver also rallied �585 to
�61,657 per kg from �61,072
per kg in the previous trade.

In the international mar-
ket, gold was trading higher at
USD 1,845 per ounce and sil-
ver was flat at USD 21.92 per
ounce.

“Gold prices traded firm
with spot gold prices at
COMEX trading 0.23 per cent
up at USD 1,845 per ounce on
Friday. Gold prices kept firm
trading with dollar decline and
fall in US bond yields,” said
Tapan Patel, Senior Analyst
(Commodities), HDFC
Securities. PTI 
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New Delhi: Capital markets
regulator Sebi on Friday
tweaked the cyber security and
cyber resilience framework of
stock exchanges and other
market infrastructure institu-
tions and mandated them to
conduct a comprehensive cyber
audit at least two times in a
financial year.

Along with the cyber audit
reports, they have been direct-
ed to submit a declaration
from the MD and CEO certi-
fying compliance by the mar-
ket infrastructure institutions
(MIIs) -- stock exchanges,
clearing corporations and
depositories -- with all Sebi

guidelines and advisories relat-
ed to cyber security issued
from time to time, according to
a circular.

Under the modified
framework, MIIs should iden-
tify and classify critical assets
based on their sensitivity and
criticality for business opera-
tions, services and data man-
agement. PTI
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New Delhi: A sharp rebound
in equity markets made
investors richer by over �5
lakh crore on Friday, with the
BSE benchmark Sensex rallying
1,534 points after a rough day
in the previous trade.

Making a dashing come-
back after the previous session's
heavy sell-off, the 30-share
BSE Sensex rallied 1,534.16
points or 2.91 per cent to set-
tle at 54,326.39.

The rally in equities helped
the market capitalisation of
BSE-listed firms jump by
�5,05,143.44 crore to reach
�2,54,11,537.52 crore.

“Market took a complete
U-turn from Thursday's slump
as bargain hunting following
the recent crash and recovery
in other Asian indices bolstered
the sentiment back home,” said
Amol Athawale, Deputy Vice
President - Technical Research,
Kotak Securities Ltd.

The BSE benchmark had
dived 1,416.30 points or 2.61
per cent to close at 52,792.23 on
Thursday.

All the Sensex firms ended
in the green, with Dr Reddy's,
Reliance Industries, Nestle,
Tata Steel, Larsen & Toubro,
Axis Bank, Sun Pharma,
IndusInd Bank, State Bank of
India and HDFC emerging as
the biggest gainers.

“Markets rebounded
sharply and gained nearly 3 per

cent, in continuation of the pre-
vailing volatile trend. 

The benchmark witnessed
a gap-up opening, taking cues
from the Asian counterparts
and gradually inched higher as
the session progressed,” said
Ajit Mishra, VP - Research,
Religare Broking Ltd.

In the broader market, the
BSE smallcap gauge jumped
2.13 per cent and the midcap
index rallied 1.98 per cent.

As many as 2,497 stocks
advanced, while 777 declined
and 144 remained 
unchanged.

“The market displayed a
confident yet calm rally

throughout the day, supported
by fortified global markets,
especially the Asian 
market. 

The Chinese central bank
cut a key interest rate to sup-
port growth, injecting opti-
mism into emerging markets,”
said Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit Financial 
Services.

All BSE sectoral indices
ended higher, with realty jump-
ing 4.22 per cent, followed by
metal (3.75 per cent), capital
goods (3.14 per cent), indus-
trials (3.05 per cent), healthcare
(3.04 per cent) and energy
(2.97 per cent). PTI
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New Delhi: Thermax on Friday
reported a 4.4 per cent decline
in consolidated net profit at
�102.54 crore for the quarter
ended March.

The company had report-
ed a consolidated net profit of
�107.35 crore in the year-ago
period, according to a BSE fil-
ing.

Total income of the com-
pany in the March quarter was
at �2,027.62 crore as against
�1,610.34 crore in the same
period a year ago.

“Profit After Tax (PAT)
stood at �103 crore, down 4 per
cent as compared to �107 crore
in the corresponding quarter of
FY21. 

Profitability was lower due
to increased commodity and
freight costs during the quar-
ter,” the company said in a
statement.

The consolidated net prof-
it of the company rose to
�312.31 crore in the fiscal year
2021-22 from �206.58 crore in
2020-21. PTI
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New Delhi: India has record-
ed the “highest ever” annual
FDI (foreign direct investment)
inflow of USD 83.57 billion in
2021-22, the commerce and
industry ministry said on
Friday.

In 2020-21, the inflow
stood at USD 81.97 billion, it
added.

“India is rapidly emerging
as a preferred country for for-
eign investments in the man-
ufacturing sector,” the ministry
said.

“India has recorded high-
est ever annual FDI inflow of
USD 83.57 billion in the
Financial Year 2021-22,” it
noted. 

FDI equity inflow in man-
ufacturing sectors has
increased by 76 per cent in
2021-22 (USD 21.34 billion)
compared to 2020-21 (USD
12.09 billion).

In terms of top investor
countries, Singapore is at the
top with 27 per cent followed

by the US (18 per cent) and
Mauritius (16 per cent) during
the last fiscal.

Among sectors, computer
software and hardware attract-
ed maximum inflows. It was
followed by the services sector
and automobile industry, the
ministry said.

To further liberalise and
simplify FDI policy for pro-
viding ease of doing business
and attract investments,
reforms have been undertaken
recently across sectors, such as
coal mining, contract manu-
facturing, digital media, single-
brand retail trading, civil avi-
ation, defence, insurance and
telecom. PTI

New Delhi: State-owned power
giant NTPC on Friday posted
a nearly 12  per cent jump in
consolidated net profit to
�5,199.51 crore in the March
quarter, mainly on the back of
higher revenues.

The consolidated net prof-
it of the company was at
�4649.49  crore in the quarter
ended on March 31, 2021,
according to a regulatory filing.

Total income in the latest
March quarter rose to
�37,724.42 crore from
�31,687.24 crore in the same
period a year ago.

The consolidated net prof-
it climbed to �16,960.29 crore
in the last fiscal from
�14,969.40 crore in 2020-21.

In the last financial year,
total income rose to
�13,4994.31 crore from
�11,5546.83 crore in the year-
ago period.

NTPC's board has recom-
mended a final dividend of � 3

per equity share for the 2021-
22. This will be in addition to
the interim dividend of �4 per
equity share for the paid in
February 2022.

The average power tariff of
the firm was at �3.98 per unit

in 2021-22 as against �3.77 per
unit in 2020-21.

The coal supply to power
plants increased to  52.28
Million Metric Tonnes (MMT)
in the March quarter from
45.68 MMT in the same peri-
od a year ago. Similarly, the coal
supply to power plants rose to
195.63 MMT in the last fiscal
from 170.24 MMT in 
2020-21.

The supply of imported
coal also increased from 1.07
MMT in the March quarter
from 0.31 MMT in the same
period a year ago.

During 2021-22, the
imported coal supply to power
plants rose to 2.47 MMT from
0.92 MMT in 2020-21. PTI

New Delhi: JK Tyre &
Industries on Friday reported
80 per cent decline in consol-
idated net profit at �38.22
crore for the fourth quarter
ended March 31, 2022, impact-
ed by higher expenses primar-
ily due to rise in input costs.

The company had posted
a net profit of �194.96 crore for
the same period of previous fis-
cal year, JK Tyre & Industries
said in a regulatory filing.

Revenue from operations
in the quarter stood at
�3,311.83 crore as against
�2,927.28 crore in the year-ago
period, it added.

Total expenses were high-
er at �3,280.78 crore as com-
pared to �2,673.58 crore in the
corresponding period a year
ago, with cost of materials
consumed rising to �2,219.63
crore from �1,839.4 crore in the
same quarter previous year.

For fiscal year ended
March 31, 2022, consolidated
net profit was at �201.24 crore
as compared to �330.93 crore,
down 39.2 per cent.Revenue
from operations was at
�11,982.96 crore as compared
to �9,102.2 crore in FY21. PTI
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Mumbai: The rupee inched 3
paise higher to close at 77.53
(provisional) against US dollar
on Friday, supported by a
rebound in domestic equities.

At the interbank forex
market, the rupee opened at
77.51 against the greenback
and moved in a range of 77.49
to 77.60 in the day's trade.

The rupee finally ended at
77.53, higher by 3 paise over its
previous close of 77.56.

According to Dilip Parmar,
Research Analyst, HDFC
Securities, the lack of dollar

demand and rebound in
domestic equities augur well for
the rupee. 

The dollar is about 2 per
cent off its recent high, seen last
week, as risk-assets rebound
after the People's Bank of China

(PBOC) announced a 15 bps
cut in the 5-year Loan Prime
Rate to support the economy.

The dollar index marked
the first weekly decline after six
weeks of upward movement,
driven by position liquidation
and preference for other cur-
rencies to emerge at a lower
level.On the domestic equity
market front, the BSE Sensex
rebounded 1,534.16 points or
2.91 per cent to end at 54,326.39,
while the broader NSE  Nifty
jumped 456.75 points or 2.89
per cent to 16,266.15. PTI

Mumbai: Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) on Friday said its
board has approved a dividend
payment of Rs 30,307 crore to
the government for the finan-
cial ended March 2022.

The board approved the
transfer of Rs 30,307 crore as
surplus to the central govern-
ment for the accounting year
2021-22 while deciding to
maintain the Contingency Risk
Buffer at 5.50 per cent, RBI said
in a statement. 

The decision on the divi-
dend payment was made in the
596th meeting of the Central
Board of Directors of RBI,
headed by Governor
Shaktikanta Das, held on

Friday. Last year in May, RBI
declared a dividend of Rs
99,122 crore for the nine-

month period (July 2020 to
March 2021). The dividend
was paid for that period as RBI

aligned its financial year with
the government's financial 
year.

Earlier, RBI used to follow
July-June period earlier as
against government's April-
March financial year. 

During its meeting, the
board reviewed the current
economic situation, global and
domestic challenges and the
impact of recent geopolitical
developments. 

The board also discussed
the working of RBI during the
year April 2021 – March 2022
and approved the annual report
and accounts for the account-
ing year 2021-22, the statement
said. PTI
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New Delhi: Consumer pro-
tection regulator CCPA on
Friday said it has issued notices
to cab aggregators Ola and
Uber for unfair trade practices
and violation of consumer
rights. 

The Central Consumer
Protection Authority (CCPA)
has given 15-days time for
these two companies to reply to
the notices.

“We have issued notices to
both Ola and Uber. Most of the
consumer complaints received
in the last one year are related
to the deficiency in services and
other unfair trade practices,”
Central Consumer Protection
Authority (CCPA) Chief
Commissioner Nidhi Khare
told PTI.

The CCPA has issued
notice to online ride-hailing
platforms Ola and Uber con-
cerning unfair trade practices
and violation of consumer
rights.

The authority pointed out
that a significant number of
complaints have been lodged
by consumers across the coun-
try on multiple issues, which
affect their rides booked
through both the ride-hailing
platforms.

As per the data from the
National Consumer Helpline
(NCH), 2,482 grievances were
registered by consumers against
Ola, and 770 grievances were
registered against Uber from
April 1, 2021, to May 1, 
2022. PTI

New Delhi: Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on Friday
said “cartelisation is going to be
a challenge” and stressed on the
need to look at supply disrup-
tions in order to ensure that
there are no monopolistic or
duopolistic situations causing
either price hikes or supply
manipulations.

Amidst rising inflation
which has also raised con-
cerns about the economic
recovery from the coronavirus
pandemic, the minister said
there are a few grievances that
input costs of materials have
gone up in spite of India hav-
ing quite a big capacity to
meet the country's own
demands and also for exports.

There is a global shortage
of commodities and raw mate-
rials as well as disruptions in
the value chains and supply
chains due to the pandemic
and the war situation in Eastern
Europe, she noted.

Addressing the 13th annu-
al day function of the
Competition Commission of
India (CCI) in the national cap-
ital, Sitharaman said there are
disruptions of various kinds.

“There are very many
stages at which disruptions are
coming in. 

Are they genuinely dis-
ruptions caused by COVID or
war, there is a need to look into
these disruptions, look into
the causes for the short supply

and also assure that there are
no monopolistic or duopolistic
situations causing either price
hikes or supply manipulations,”
the minister said.

Sitharaman, who is also in
charge of the corporate affairs
ministry, said in the last two
years, the CCI has stood up and
met the challenges with a lot
more positivity.

“Challenges are getting
more complex, more nuanced
and more technology-driven.
So, the Competition
Commission will have to have
such skill sets so that you are
never behind the curve and you
are on top of the issues,” she
said.

According to her, carteli-
sation is going to be a challenge
also due to companies scaling
up and growing into areas
which are of great demand.

“There could be a situation
where cartelisation is a possi-
ble threat... Cartelisation is the
larger word I am using and
cartelisation itself is a self-
explanatory word but I am also

bringing smaller elements of
other things which eventually
make commodities more
expensive,” the minister 
said.

Noting that the govern-
ment wants the recovery from
the pandemic to be distinctly
clear and speedy, she said com-
panies have to scale up to and
meet new challenges.

“Scaling up is a proposition
before us and it has to be hap-
pening in the market.
Therefore, CCI will have to be
very understanding of what is
happening... Generally on what
is this scaling up leading to.

“There is a need for a
proactive understanding of
whatever developments in the
name of mergers and acquisi-
tions... I am not saying that you
straight away engage based on
what you have understood but
the knowledge you keep
acquiring... Is going to keep you
informed better in handling
cases,” Sitharaman said.

In the context of digitisa-
tion, the minister said that
calibrated challenges and cali-
brated responses are both the
realities before us.

Delving into the topic,
Sitharaman said that though
tools of digitisation are the
market forces being effective-
ly, fairly and transparently used
for the benefit of consumers,
there is something which rais-
es a question. PTI
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New Delhi: India will make a
pitch for finding a permanent
solution to the issue of public
stockholding for food security
in the WTO meet in Geneva
starting June 12, an official said.

Besides, issues including
agri subsidies and World Food
Programme will be on the
agenda of the 12th ministerial
conference, the highest deci-
sion making body of the 164-
member World Trade
Organization (WTO), the offi-
cial said.

For the meeting, the Indian
team will be led by Commerce
and Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal. “Finding permanent
solution to public stockholding
will be our key demand,” the
official added. PTI
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is expected to be on an upward trajectory amid growing popu-
larity of such vehicles and automakers' reduced focus on com-
pact hatchbacks owing to rising production costs, Fitch Ratings
said on Friday.

The increasing share of higher-margin UV (Utility Vehicle)
sales will help carmakers cushion the impact on production cost
due to high commodity prices and compliance to additional safe-
ty standards, it said.

Citing SIAM (Society of Indian Automobile Manufacturers)
data, Fitch said that UV's volume share in overall car sales
increased to 49 per cent in the previous fiscal, up from 28 per
cent in the year-ago period.This underscores the rising popu-
larity of UVs over hatchbacks and sedans, whose combined share
dropped from 66 per cent to 48 per cent.

Within the UV category, the share of entry- and mid-level
UVs in overall car sales rose to 38 per cent in the financial year
ended March 2022 from 20 per cent in FY19, underscoring cus-
tomers' shift in favour of vehicles offering more space and ver-
satile road capabilities, it said.

The agency said that higher numbers of new launches in
UVs compared to hatchbacks in the past few years have supported
growth. Fitch Ratings believe UVs are well-positioned to gain
further share in overall car sales as UVs remain popular, par-
ticularly among upgraders and high-income customers who are
typically less price conscious than buyers of entry-level cars. Entry-
and mid-level UV sales rose by 21 per cent year-on-year in FY21
and 35% in FY22, reflecting resilient demand despite the COVID-
19 pandemic, it stated. Still, the rising production costs will weigh
on demand and profitability for the price-sensitive compact hatch-
backs and sedans, according to the ratings agency. High com-
modity prices and more stringent vehicle safety and emission stan-
dards have caused 20—30 per cent increase in entry-level car
prices since 2018, it said. PTI
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Mumbai: Mahindra &
Mahindra (M&M) Ltd on
Friday said that its new sports
utility vehicle codenamed Z101
will be known as 'Scorpio-N'
and will be launched on June
27. The current Scorpio which
has evolved over the last two
decades as an iconic and a cult
brand will continue as the
'Scorpio Classic', the company
said in a release.

“Scorpio has been a land-
mark model for Mahindra
which has redefined the cate-
gory and became an iconic
brand in the Indian automobile
industry. The all-new Scorpio-
N is expected to recreate
benchmarks in the SUV seg-
ment in India, yet again,”
Veejay Nakra, President for
the automotive division at
M&M Ltd, said.

The latest SUV to be pro-
duced at the company's Chakan
manufacturing facility has been
engineered ground-up to meet
the aspirations of the young and
tech-savvy customers. PTI
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Iconic two-time World Cup
winning India captain

Mahendra Singh Dhoni on
Friday said he will "definitely"
play in the IPL next year as not
doing so would be "unfair" to
the city after which the
Chennai Super Kings is
named and which treats him
like its own.

With this, the 40-year-old
Dhoni put to rest speculations
around his participation in the
lucrative league next season.

"Definitely, I will play
next year. It would be unfair
not to say thank you to
Chennai, to not play in
Chennai. It won't be nice to
the CSK fans," Dhoni said at
the toss for CSK's final match
of the ongoing season, against
Rajasthan Royals.

"Whether 2023 will be
my last year or not, that is
something we will have to see."

The former India skip-
per's fandom knows no
bounds and some time back,
a social media post of one
admirer painting his house in
Cuddalore, Tamil Nadu in
Chennai Super Kings' yellow
colour, along with portraits of
Dhoni, had gone viral.

Two days ago, Dhoni's
heartfelt reply to a distraught
CSK fan's letter won hearts.

Four-time champions
CSK endured one of their
worst IPL campaigns, as they

went out of reckoning for a
play-offs spot quite early in the
season.

Most of CSK's senior play-
ers like Dhoni (206 runs),
Ambati Rayudu (271) and
Robin Uthappa (230) haven't
had a great IPL and that has
been the biggest failure of the
'Yellow Brigade'.

The bowling suffered a lot
because of the absence of an

injured Deepak Chahar and
the inability to retain Josh
Hazlewood.

There were also specula-
tions of rift in the CSK camp
after Ravindra Jadeja and the
franchise decided to unfollow
each other on social media
platforms after the former
stepped down from captaincy
and left the bubble citing an
injury. 
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Delhi Capitals will have
their fortune in their own

hands as they aim to pull all
stops against season's
favourite whipping boys
Mumbai Indians in what will
be a virtual IPL "quarter-
final" clash for Rishabh Pant's
men.

While DC have every-
thing to play for, MI will like
to cap off the season on a win-
ning note although it would
count for little for the five-
time champions, who suf-
fered due to poor auction
strategy.

In case of Mumbai
Indians, the only area of inter-
est is whether legendary
Sachin Tendulkar's son Arjun
finally gets a game after hav-
ing warmed the bench for 27
straight games across two sea-
sons.

Skipper Rohit Sharma has
indicated that they would
blood some new faces in the
final game. So far 22 players
have played in 13 games.

The equation is as simple
as it can get for the Capitals
(+0.255) as they simply need
to beat Mumbai Indians to pip
Royal Challengers Bangalore
(-0.253) on better net run-rate.

While MI have endured
their worst season this time,
Capitals have been guilty of
inconsistency with seven wins
and six defeats in their 13
games.

In fact, it was their victo-
ry over RCB in the previous
game that ensured back-to-
back full points for them.

There have been days
when Capitals have been
extra-ordinary, with a David
Warner (427 runs) or Mitchell
Marsh (251 runs) or Rovman

Powell (207 runs) upping the
ante in batting. Spinners
Kuldeep Yadav (20 wickets,
8.45), Axar Patel (6 wickets,

7.37) and Lalit Yadav (4 wick-
ets, 8.33) have also done a
decent job with the ball in a
number of games.
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Two-time Olympic medallist
PV Sindhu eked out a

three-game win over world
number 1 Akane Yamaguchi of
Japan to make it to the semifi-
nals of the Thailand Open
Super 500 tournament here
on Friday.

The sixth seeded Indian

prevailed 21-15, 20-22, 21-13
over second seeded Japanese in
51 minutes to set up a clash
with Olympic champion Chen
Yu Fei of China.

Sindhu came into the
match with a 13-9 head-to-
head record and dished out
another fine performance to
notch up her 14th victory over
the reigning World Champion.
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Three members of the New
Zealand touring party,

including senior batter Henry
Nicholls, are in isolation after
testing positive for Covid-19 on
the morning of the first Tour
match against Sussex in
Brighton.

The New Zealand team is in
England for a Test series.

Nicholls, pacer Blair Tickner
and bowling coach Shane
Jurgensen have begun five days
of hotel room isolation after pro-
ducing positive Rapid Antigen
Tests on Friday morning.

The remainder of the squad
members have returned negative
tests and will continue to be
monitored and tested as
required
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The Australian women's
cricket team has retained its

World Cup winning squad for
the Commonwealth Games in
Birmingham, where it will open
its campaign against India on
July 29.

Australia have named the
same squad for their T20I tri-
series with Ireland and Pakistan
as well.

The tri-series in Northern
Ireland provides the ideal prepa-
ration for Meg Lanning's side,
under interim head coach
Shelley Nitschke, who will have
to step up following Matthew
Mott's departure.

Mott took up the coaching

role of the England men's white-
ball coach. 

Besides dominating the 50-
over World Cup in New
Zealand, Lanning's side are also
T20 World Cup champions,

and come off recent series wins
in the format over rivals England
and India.
Squad: Meg Lanning (C),
Rachael Haynes (VC), Darcie
Brown, Nicola Carey, Ashleigh

Gardner, Grace Harris, Alyssa
Healy, Jess Jonassen, Alana King,
Tahlia McGrath, Beth Mooney,
Ellyse Perry, Megan Schutt,
Annabel Sutherland, Amanda-
Jade Wellingto.
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Hardened by the difficult
circumstances in her career,

newly-crowned World
Champion boxer Nikhat Zareen
said she has adopted a combat-
ive approach where "whatever
happens I have to fight and give
my best."

Continuing her stellar run,
Zareen out-punched Thailand's
Jitpong Jutamas by unanimous
5-0 verdict to clinch the fly-
weight (52kg) Gold in Istanbul
on Thursday.

"These two years, I focused
on my game only and whatev-
er the weaknesses were there in
my game, I tried to improve,"
Zareen told reporters after her
bout.

"I worked on my strong
points and on where I lacked in
my game. I worked on the
aspects where I needed to work
and made myself strong.

"All those hurdles which I
have faced in my career have
made me strong. I have become
mentally strong after all these
and my thought process is that
whatever happens, I have to fight
and give my best," she added.

Zareen's golden feat comes
two-years after she had written
to then sports minister Kiren
Rijiju asking for a "fair trial" for
the Olympic Qualifiers.

Zareen was trolled on social
media mercilessly for this while
the legendary Mary Kom had
caustically asked "Who Nikhat
Zareen?"

Zareen eventually lost the
bout to Mary Kom in the trials,
missing out on a chance to
qualify for the Tokyo Games.

The 2011 junior world
champion also had to over-
come a career-threatening
shoulder injury, which kept her
out of the ring for a year and saw
her miss all the big-ticket events

like the Commonwealth Games,
Asiad and World
Championships in 2018.

"In 2017, I dislocated my
shoulder, I had to go under
surgery and then I didn't take
part in any competition for a
year. I came back in 2018 but I
wasn't at my peak so I missed
the big tournaments CWG,
Asiad and World
Championships.

"But I didn't give up and
after the comeback in 2019
haven't looked back. I have
taken all competitions as an
opportunity and I believed in
myself. Because of that here I'm
today."

Zareen will now prepare for
the Commonwealth Games trial
for which she will have to drop
her weight and come down to
50kgs.

"In the CWG there's a 50kg
division, I will prepare for that
now."
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Gujarat Titans batter
Matthew Wade was repri-

manded for breaching the IPL
code of conduct during their
game against Royal Challengers
Bangalore.

"Mr. Wade admitted to the
Level 1 offence under Article
2.5 of the IPL Code of Conduct
and accepted the sanction,"
the IPL said in a statement.

"For Level 1 breaches of the
Code of Conduct, the match
referee's decision is final and
binding," it added.

While the statement did
not give any reason for the
breach, Wade was livid after
being adjudged LBW, in what
was a controversial call and
attracted empathy from Virat
Kohli.

Wade was sure that he
under-edged a sweep shot off
Glenn Maxwell and took no
time in reviewing the on-field
decision, which was out.

However, despite a clear
deviation in the ball's trajecto-
ry before it thudded on to the
pads, the UltraEdge did not
detect it and the TV umpire
stayed with the on-field
umpire's call.
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Virat Kohli on Thursday said not being
able to contribute to the team's cause

and his failure to live up to his own expec-
tations bothered him the most during his
prolonged lean patch in this year's Indian
Premier League.

Kohli roared back top form with a 54-
ball 73 to help Royal Challengers Bangalore
register a thumping eight-wicket win over
table-toppers Gujarat Titans and stay alive
in the play-off race.

"It was an important game. I was dis-
appointed that I haven't done much for my
team and that is what bothers me, not the
stats. Today was a game where I was able to
create an impact for the team. Puts us in a
good position.

"There are expectations because of the
performances that you have put in. You need
to keep the perspective right. You can for-
get the process in order to live up to the

expectations," Kohli said at the post-match
presentation ceremony after being named
player-of-the-match.

Kohli said he had batted for one-and-
a-half hours at the nets on Wednesday in his

bid to find his mojo back.
"I have worked really hard. I batted 90

minutes in the nets yesterday. I came in very
free and relaxed."

Kohli compared his current situation
with a few instances from the past.

"It is in that spur of the moment why is
it happening to me. It goes back to 2018 in
England when I was dropped on 21 and the
juggernaut could have started again like it
did on the 2014 tour. I won't be standing
here being ungrateful for all that I have
achieved." The batting superstar said the first
boundary off Mohammed Shami gave him
the confidence that he is not far away from
getting his touch back.

"With the very first shot of Shami, I felt
I could hit lengths balls over the fielder's
head. I knew that tonight was the night when
I could kick on. It has been wonderful that
I have got so much support in this edition.
I am forever grateful to all the love that I have
never seen before," Kohli said.
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Ravichandran Ashwin, once again,
proved his utility with the bat
when his team needed it the

most as Rajasthan Royals defeated
Chennai Super Kings by five wickets
to finish the IPL league phase in Top-
2 here on Friday.

Ashwin remained unbeaten on 40
off 23 balls as RR completed the chase
of 151 with two balls to go, grabbing
the second place to set up a blockbuster
clash with Gujarat Titans in the first
play-off next Tuesday.

Moeen Ali top-scored for CSK
with a 57-ball 93 before RR staged a
remarkable comeback to restrict the
yellow brigade to 150 for six in the
allotted 20 overs.

Young Yashasvi Jaiswal (59 off 44
balls) got RR off to a brisk start with
back-to-back boundaries off Mukesh
Choudhary in the innings' first over.

In fact, by the time the first over
of their innings came to an end, RR
qualified for the play-offs on net run
rate, leaving Royal Challengers
Bangalore and Delhi Capitals to fight
for the fourth spot.

Simarjeet Singh struck early for
CSK, sending back the dangerous Jos
Buttler (2), who edged an away going
delivery to Moeen's waiting hands at
slip.

Jaiswal struck two more successive
boundaries in the next over and to give

RR innings stability, the 20-year-old
opener added 51 runs for the second
wicket with captain Sanju Samson
(15).

However, Samson again failed to
translate his start into a substantial
contribution as left-arm spinner
Mitchell Santner had the batter caught
and bowled. Devdutt Padikkal (3) did
not last long and was bowled by
Moeen to leave RR at 76 for three in
the 12th over, and with some work left
to do.

Having brought up his half centu-
ry in 39 balls, and after a six over long-
on, the well-set Jaiswal got out to
Prashant Solanki while trying to clear
the fence.

Back from Guyana after celebrat-
ing the birth of his child, Shimron
Hetmyer (6) arrived at the crease with
high hopes of finishing it for RR, but
could not do much as he fell to
Solanki.

However, Ravichandran Ashwin
kept RR in the hunt with his sensible
batting at one end.

Earlier, Moeen blazed away in the
power play but slowed down consid-
erably thereafter as Chennai Super
Kings struggled for runs in the back 10.

Batting first after his skipper
Mahendra Singh Dhoni won the toss,
Moeen smashed his way to a 19-ball 50,
and was 59 off 24 at the end of the first
six power play overs, with CSK racing
away to 75 for the loss of one wicket.

In all, Moeen made 93 off 57 balls
with 13 fours and three sixes.

However, after being at the receiv-
ing end of Moeen's brutal onslaught
during which the England all-rounder
made a bowler of Trent Boult's calibre
look like an uncapped player by blud-
geoning him for 26 runs in an over, the
RR bowling unit made a fine recovery.
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Sindhu in
Thailand semis
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Hurdles faced in career made me mentally strong: Nikhat 
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Delhi Capitals head coach
Ricky Ponting feels his

team is peaking at the right
time but wants his big guns to
deliver in what will be a vir-
tual IPL quarterfinal for them
against Mumbai Indians on
Saturday. Speaking about their
next game, Ponting said, "I
have got full confidence in the
players that they will have a
really good game on Saturday. 

"It's been an up and down
season for us, but we've played
some good cricket. I always
talk about playing our best

cricket at the business end of
the tournament and peaking
at the right time. I've got a feel-
ing that the boys are about to
do that."

The Australian legend
added that the experienced
players will have to step up for
the team in the crucial match
against Mumbai Indians.

"Davey has done a really
good job at the top of the
order. We have also seen how
destructive Mitchell Marsh
can be at the number three
slot. And among the bowlers,
Kuldeep has been exception-
al throughout the season.”
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Everton staged a dramatic
fightback from two goals

down to preserve their Premier
League status with a 3-2 win
against Crystal Palace, while
Burnley climbed out of the rel-
egation zone after a 1-1 draw
at Aston Villa on Thursday.

Frank Lampard's side
recovered from conceding
twice in the first half as
Michael Keane and Richarlison
netted after the break before
Dominic Calvert-Lewin's late
winner sparked wild celebra-
tions at Goodison Park.

After a nerve-jangling bat-
tle to avoid playing outside the
top-flight for the first time
since 1954, Everton can final-
ly relax with one game to play.

Their thrilling comeback
was a microcosm of Lampard's
reign since he took over in
January, with Everton staring
disaster in the face before
pulling back from the brink.

Everton are four points

above the relegation zone, leav-
ing fourth-bottom Burnley
and third-bottom Leeds scrap-
ping for survival.

Burnley, who host
Newcastle in Sunday's final
round of fixtures, climbed
above Leeds on goal difference
thanks to their point at Villa.

They will be safe if they
match Leeds' result at
Brentford on the last day.

Whatever happens at the
weekend is unlikely to surpass
the emotion at Goodison,
where fans wept tears of joy
during a frenzied post-match
pitch invasion.

Palace silenced the boister-
ous crowed with their 21st
minute opener.

Vitalii Mykolenko allowed
Jean-Philippe Mateta to get in
front of him and the Palace for-
ward headed in Eberechi Eze's
free-kick.

Several bottles were
thrown towards Mateta and
the atmosphere turned even
more toxic in the 36th minute

when Jordan Ayew poked
home after Abdoulaye
Doucoure failed to clear.

But Lampard had labelled
the game "all or nothing" and
Michael Keane gave Everton a

vital 54th minute lifeline, the
defender applying the finishing
touch from Mason Holgate's

header.
Revitalised, Everton laid

seige to the Palace goal and
Richarlison hooked the
equaliser past Jack Butland in
the 75th minute.

With Goodison at fever
pitch, Dominic Calvert-Lewin
completed the comeback in the
85th minute with a clinical
header that sparked a jubilant
pitch invasion.
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At Villa Park, Burnley's

Maxwel Cornet won a penal-
ty on the stroke of half-time
when he was bundled over by
Emiliano Buendia.

Cornet had missed
Burnley's only previous penal-
ty this season and Ashley
Barnes stepped up this time,
sending Emiliano Martinez
the wrong way with a cool
strike for his first goal since
February 2021.

In the 48th minute,
Buendia volleyed Villa's
equaliser from John McGinn's

cross, with Burnley protesting
that a foul throw should have
been given in the build-up.

Burnley finished with 10
men after Matt Lowton was
sent off for a high tackle on
Calum Chambers in stoppage-
time.

Chelsea effectively guaran-
teed a third place finish with a
1-1 draw against Leicester at
Stamford Bridge.

Given their vastly superi-
or goal difference advantage
over fourth placed Tottenham,
who sit three points behind
them, the Blues will not be
caught.

After Chelsea's painful
penalty shoot-out defeat in
the FA Cup final against
Liverpool on Saturday,
Arsenal's defeat at Newcastle
on Monday had secured a top
four finish for the Blues.

James Maddison gave
Leicester a sixth minute lead
from the edge of the area
before Marcos Alonso bagged
Chelsea's equaliser, volleying

home in the 35th minute.
Thursday's drama was only

an appetiser for what will be a
thrilling final day of the season.

Manchester City will be
crowned champions for a
fourth time in five seasons if
they beat Villa at the Etihad
Stadium.

But second placed
Liverpool, one point behind
Pep Guardiola's team, would
steal the title if City drop
points and they defeat Wolves
at Anfield.

In the battle to qualify for
next season's Champions
League, Tottenham need to a
win at Norwich to be certain of
pipping Arsenal, who host
Everton and are two points
behind their north London
rivals.

Manchester United can
qualify for the Europa League
with a win at Palace, although
they would drop into the
Europa Conference League
with a defeat and a West Ham
victory at Brighton.
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Rafael Nadal has played
down concerns over the
chronic foot issue that

resurfaced in Rome last week as
he prepares to launch his bid for
a 14th French Open title.

The Spaniard limped to a
third-round loss to Denis
Shapovalov at the Italian Open,
but practised in front of thou-
sands of fans at Roland Garros
on Wednesday without any
obvious discomfort.

"There is nothing to recov-
er," Nadal told reporters on
Friday. "What happened in
Rome is something that hap-
pened very often in my prac-
tices.

"I was suffering after that
for a couple of days, but I feel
better. That's why I'm here."

Nadal began the year with
a 20-match winning run, cap-
turing a second Australian
Open title to claim a record 21st
Grand Slam and move ahead of
Novak Djokovic and Roger
Federer.

The 35-year-old then
missed six weeks with a rib
injury sustained during his run
to the final in Indian Wells,
where he suffered his first loss
of the season to Taylor Fritz.

Nadal complained of a
recurring foot problem in
Rome, but he appears confident
it can be managed in Paris.

"The pain is there always.
It's not going to disappear now.
It's about if the pain is high and
strong enough to allow me to
play with real chances or not,"
he said.

"It's something that I live
every day with, so it's nothing
new for me and is not a big sur-
prise.

"So I am here just to play
tennis and to try to make the
best result possible here in
Roland Garros. And if I don't
believe that this thing can hap-
pen, probably I will not be
here."

Nadal, defending champi-
on Djokovic and new teenage

star Carlos Alcaraz have been
drawn in the same half of the
tournament.

"In terms of tennis, of
course the top of the draw you
see the names, of course is a
very tough one. But we are in
a Grand Slam, and you never
know what can happen," he
said.

World number one
Djokovic and Nadal, ranked
five, are seeded to meet as early
as the quarter-finals.

Nadal lost to Djokovic in
the semi-finals 12 months ago,
but has an astonishing record
of 105 victories against just
three defeats at the tournament
since his title-winning debut in
2005.

He goes into the French
Open without a clay title to his

name in 2022, and insisted he
is not the favourite for a title he
has won 13 of the past 17 years.

"No, I mean, for sure not,
because the results says that I
am not, but is something that

never worried much to me,"
said Nadal.

"Probably when I was a

favourite, I never considered
myself the favourite."
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Naomi Osaka admitted

Friday that she was "worried"
over her return to the French
Open, fearing she had "offend-
ed" people when she controver-
sially quit the 2021 tournament.

The Japanese superstar, a
former world number one and
a four-time major winner,
pulled out of Roland Garros 12
months ago after she was fined
and threatened with a Grand
Slam ban for refusing to hon-
our media commitments.

Osaka, the world's highest-
earning sportswoman last year
with a $55 million income,
then took a break from the
sport, revealing she had been
suffering bouts of depression.

"I'm not going to lie. Like
when I first came here, I was
very worried," the 24-year-old
said as she attended the official
press day for the French Open
which starts Sunday.

"I was just kind of worried
that there were people that I
offended some way and I would
just kind of bump into them.

"Of course I also didn't like
how I handled the situation."

Osaka, who withdrew after
just one match in 2021, went on
to skip that season's
Wimbledon as well.
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Liverpool manager Jurgen
Klopp confirmed on Friday

that striker Divock Origi will
leave the Premier League club
at the end of the season.

The Belgium internation-
al has not played enough
matches to trigger an exten-
sion to his contract and has

been heavily linked with a
move to AC Milan. The 27-
year-old has been a bit-part
player since he joined
Liverpool in 2014 but has
scored vital goals including
two in an astonishing come-
back against Barcelona in the
Champions League semi-finals
in 2019.

Origi also scored in the

final that year as Liverpool lift-
ed their sixth European Cup
against Tottenham.

"I expect Div to get a spe-
cial reception, or farewell, or
whatever," said Klopp, whose
side are just one point behind
Premier League leaders
Manchester City with one
game left.

"He is, and will be for me,
forever a Liverpool legend
(and) one of the most impor-
tant players I ever had.

"That sounds completely
strange with the amount of
games he had, but it is, and
was, a pure joy to work togeth-
er with him."

Klopp, whose side host
Wolves on Sunday, said it
would be a "harsh moment"
when Origi leaves Anfield.

"I remember so many
things when I think about Div
that's incredible — important
goals, injuries... bad injuries,
and all these kinds of things
—ups and downs," he said. "He
is a Liverpool legend, no
doubt."

Liverpool, who are still in
the hunt for an unprecedent-
ed quadruple, must win on
Sunday and hope Pep
Guardiola's City slip up at
home against Aston Villa.
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Head coach Marco Rose
has left Borussia

Dortmund after just one year
in charge, the Bundesliga run-
ners-up said on Friday.

Borussia Dortmund and
Rose "ended their collabora-
tion" following an "intensive
analysis of the season", the
club said in a statement.

The team had "not gotten
the most out of our potential in
a number of areas", Dortmund
CEO Hans-Joachim Watzke
said.

Rose said he was still con-
vinced by his plans for
Dortmund, but saw that he did
not have the "100 percent"
backing of the club.

Dortmund finished sec-
ond in the Bundesliga in the
2021-2022 season, trailing
Bayern Munich by eight points.

Dortmund struggled to
pressure Bayern, who eased to
their tenth consecutive title.
They also failed to advance
from their Champions League
group stage where they met
Ajax, Sporting and Besiktas.

Rose's side subsequently

lost to eventual finalists
Rangers in the knockout stages
of UEFA's second competi-
tion, the Europa League.

The expectations were high
for Rose, who joined
Dortmund from Borussia
Moenchengladbach last year.

The team would discuss
their future coaching team
internally "over the coming
days", the club said.
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Paris Saint-Germain coach
Mauricio Pochettino insist-

ed on Friday he has no idea
where Kylian Mbappe will play
his club football next season as
the striker's contract in the
French capital comes to an end.

Mbappe is expected to
reveal in the coming days
whether he will join Real Madrid
or accept a lucrative offer to stay
at PSG, with an announcement
potentially being made in the
hours after the French champi-
ons play their final game of the
Ligue 1 season at home to Metz
on Saturday.

"I don't know what his deci-
sion is. I think it's a personal
matter for Kylian and for the
club," Pochettino said at a press
conference ahead of the Metz
match.

"There are lots of rumours
going around but the player is
the one who will have to talk
about this.

"If I knew what his decision
was I wouldn't be the one to talk
about it."

Mbappe, who joined PSG
from Monaco in 2017, last week
won the Ligue 1 Player of the
Year prize and comes into the
final weekend of the season as

the division's top scorer with 25
goals. Rumours are swirling in
France and in Spain about when
he will confirm where his next
contract will be.

Pochettino said he hoped
the 23-year-old would remain at
PSG even if uncertainty sur-
rounds the coach's own future
despite the Argentine and his
staff having a year left on their
own deals.

"I hope Kylian is still here for
many years to come but I also
can't lie. I don't know what is
going to happen," he said.

"We have a year left on our
contracts so we will potentially

be here next season. I just hope
tomorrow (Saturday) we can
enjoy celebrating the club's 10th
league title."

One player who is definite-
ly expected to move on is Angel
di Maria, with the 34-year-old
Argentine winger's own contract
expiring and PSG understood to
be happy for him to leave.

PSG have cantered to the
Ligue 1 title, equalling Saint-
Etienne's French record for most
league championships, but their
season has been soured by defeat
against Real Madrid in the
Champions League last 16 in
early March.
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Alexander Zverev believes Rafael Nadal
plays "30% better" at Roland Garros as

he backed either the 13-time winner or
defending champion Novak Djokovic to tri-
umph at the French Open.

German world number three Zverev,
who is seeded to meet Djokovic in the semi-
finals, said Nadal seems to have shrugged
off the recurrence of a foot injury which saw
him limp to an early defeat in Rome last
week. "I just watched Rafa practice and it's
funny because all of a sudden his forehand

is just 20 miles an hour faster. He moves
lighter on his feet," said Zverev.

"There is something about this court
that makes him play 30% better, just being
on this court."

World number one Djokovic, bidding
for a third Paris title to move level with
Nadal on 21 Grand Slams, comes into the
tournament with a sixth Italian Open
under his belt.

The Serb, who turns 35 on Sunday
when the French Open starts, is also fired
up by missing out on his Australian Open
defence in January when he was deported

from Melbourne over his refusal to be vac-
cinated. "I think Novak right now, as well,
he's finding his form again," added Zverev.
"He's been playing better and better each
week that he's been playing on the clay
courts. He's been playing fantastic in
Rome.

"Those two guys (Djokovic and Nadal)
are still the No 1 and 2 favourites for me."

Zverev, a semi-finalist at Roland Garros
in 2021, is seeded to face new teen sensa-
tion Carlos Alcaraz in the quarter-finals of
a top-heavy draw where Djokovic and
Nadal could also clash in the last eight.
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World number one Iga
Swiatek said on Friday

she was prepared for her 28-
match winning streak to be
snapped at the French Open,
where she will attempt to lift
the trophy for the second
time.

The 20-year-old has won
the last five tournaments
she has entered, triumphing
on clay in Stuttgart and
Rome, and arrives in Paris as
the overwhelming favourite
for the title.

"I'm aware that this
streak is something that may
be coming to an end soon, so
I don't want to be like heart-
broken when it's going to
happen," said Swiatek.

"I think being aware of
that is pretty healthy."

"I haven't played a Grand
Slam since the streak started.
So I guess we're going to see
if everything I have been
doing before is going to be
enough. But I have really
positive thoughts,"  she
added.

Swiatek became Poland's
first Grand Slam singles
champion when she won at
Roland Garros in 2020, a
tournament that was delayed
until September-October

because of the pandemic.
Her title defence ended

in a quarter-final defeat by
Greece's Maria Sakkari last
year, but she returns with
more belief and self-assured-
ness after filling the vacuum
left by the shock retirement
of Ashleigh Barty.

"I'm more relaxed," said
Swiatek, who made the last
four of the Australian Open
in January.

"I proved to myself and
to other people that I can be
in the top of the game, and
before I wasn't feeling that
much confidence, so this
year I feel much more peace."

Swiatek replaced Barty at
the top of the rankings at the
start of April. She hasn't lost
since February and her win-
ning run is the longest on the
WTA tour since Serena
Williams won 34 matches in
a row in 2013. "The world
has changed, for sure," she
said. "I feel like with my new
ranking, people around are
treating me a little bit differ-
ently.

"But I feel like I'm stay-
ing the same player and the
same person. Still I feel like
there is a lot to improve, so
I think these are the main
keys that this is my base that
I'm leaning on."
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NADAL DISMISSES DOUBTS OVER FOOT INJURY
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