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Bollywood superstar Shah
Rukh Khan’s son Aryan

Khan heaved a huge sigh of
relief on Friday as the Narcotics
Control Bureau (NCB) gave
him a “clean chit” in the much-
discussed mid-sea drug bust
case, citing “lack of sufficient
evidence” against him.

Apart from Aryan, the
NCB also spared five others —
Avin Sahu, Gopal Anand,
Samir Saighan, Bhaskar Aroda
and Manav Singhal — of pros-
ecution in the October 3, 2021
drug bust.

In effect, the NCB did not
name Aryan and five others in
the charge-sheet before a spe-
cial court in the drug bust case
on Friday.

However, the NCB filed a
6,000-page charge-sheet in the
special court against 14 others,
including Arbaaz Merchant
and Munmun Dhamecha, in
the case, before the expiry of
the extended deadline for filing
of the charge-sheet in the case.

The Special Narcotics
Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act court
had on March 31 granted 60
days’ extension to the Narcotics
Control Bureau (NCB) to file
a charge-sheet in the much-dis-
cussed drug-bust case in which
Bollywood superstar Shah
Rukh Khan’s son Aryan Khan
and others are accused.

Hours after the charge-
sheet against 14 persons, NCB
Director General SN Pradhan
said his organisation had
applied “the touchstone of the
principle of proof beyond rea-
sonable doubt” while filing the
charge-sheet in the case.

“All accused were found in
possession of narcotics except
Aryan (Khan) and Mohak
(Jaiswal). The touchstone of the
principle of proof beyond rea-
sonable doubt has been applied.
Based on which a complaint
has been filed against 14
accused and a complaint
against six (including Aryan
Khan) is not filed due to lack
of sufficient evidence,” Pradhan
said in a statement released to
media.

Continued on Page 2
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Painting a very promising
future for drone technolo-

gy in India, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday
revealed he even “conducts
surprise inspections of devel-
opment work across the coun-
try with the help of drones”. 

And maintaining that they
would also help in ensuring
last-mile delivery of services
across the country, Modi
attacked previous regimes
when “technology was consid-
ered part of the problem and
efforts were made to portray it
as anti-poor.” Inaugurating the
two-day Bharat Drone
Mahotsav 2022, Modi said the
use of drones will rise in agri-
culture, sports, defence and dis-
aster management sectors.

“Every month I organise a
pragati meeting with
Government officials and
review the development works
in various parts of the country
with the help of drones. I con-
duct surprise inspections of
development work across the
country with the help of
drones,” Modi pointed out giv-
ing an interesting insight into
his drone-linked governance
style. “Exactly eight years ago
we started implementing new
mantras of good governance in
India following the path of
minimum Government - max-
imum governance. Today we
are making technology avail-

able to the masses first,” said
Modi at India’s biggest drone
festival here at Pragati Maidan.

Due to misplaced aver-
sion, he said there was an
atmosphere of indifference
regarding the use of technolo-
gy in governance before 2014. 

“The poor, the deprived,

and the middle class suffered
the most due to this,” he said.

He also recalled the com-
plicated procedures for availing
of basic facilities leading to a
sense of deprivation and fear. 

“In earlier Governments
technology was considered part
of the problem and efforts

were made to portray it as anti-
poor,” he further said.

Modi said progress is pos-
sible only when we change
with time adding “We have
made technology a key tool to
impart new strength, speed
and scale to the country”.

Continued on Page 2
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Tomb of Sand, a Hindi novel
authored by New Delhi-

based Geetanjali Shree, the
unassuming literary figure, and
translated into English by Daisy
Rockwell based in the USA,
won the International Booker
Prize 2022 on Friday.

Tomb of Sand, originally
titled Ret Ki Samadhi and pub-
lished in 2018, is the first
Hindi work translated to
English to have received the
coveted recognition. Penguin
India released its English trans-
lation in March 2022. The
book has also been the winner
of the English Pen Award.
Within hours of hitting book
shelves across the nation, Tomb
of Sand became a hotly debat-
ed and discussed literary work
among readers.

The story revolves around
an octogenarian woman slip-
ping into a deep depression
after the death of her husband
and then resurfaces to gain a
new lease of life. The change in

Ma’s way of thinking and her
new found interest in life con-
fuses even her daughter who
considers herself as ultramod-
ern. The author takes the read-
er from the present day to the
days of Partition, a time which

saw the protagonist undergoing
traumas and shock. Ma,
through her eyes and words, re-
evaluvates  what it means to be
a mother, daughter, a woman
and a feminist.

Continued on Page 2
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At least seven Indian Army
jawans died and 19 others

received critical injuries after
the vehicle they were traveling
in fell into the Shyok River, 25
km ahead of Thoise, in Turtuk
sector of Ladakh on Friday.

According to official
sources, all 19 injured person-
nel have been airlifted to the
Western command’s hospital in
Chandimandir, Panchkula, for
advanced medical treatment.

The accident took place
around 9 am, official sources
said. At the time of the incident,
soldiers were on their way  to
a forward location in sub-sec-
tor Hanif. 

According to field reports,
the Army vehicle fell into the
Shyok River to a depth of
approximately 50 to 60 feet
from the road.

Continued on Page 2
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The Delhi Police has arrest-
ed three men, who were

inspired by the Hollywood
blockbuster “The Fast and the
Furious”, for stealing over 40
cars using hi-tech tools, includ-
ing scanners and GPS jammers.

The accused — identified
as Manish Rao (42) and
Jagdeep Sharma (43), both res-
idents of Uttam Nagar and Aas
Mohammad (40), a native of
Meerut — had stolen the cars
from Uttam Nagar, Tilak Nagar,
Subash Nagar, Pashim Vihar,
Munirka and Dwarka among
other places in Delhi.

The Deputy Commissioner
of Police (DCP), Southwest
district, Manoj C, said police
teams worked relentlessly and
gathered information about
people involved in stealing cars
and ultimately arrested them.

Detailed Report on P3
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The iconic Inverted Rifle
and Helmet at Amar Jawan

Jyoti, India Gate, was on Friday
shifted by the Armed forces in
a ceremony to the National
War Memorial. Symbol of
Fallen Soldiers of 1971 war, the
Rifle and Helmet are now
installed in the midst of busts
of Param Vir Chakra awardees.

With this process, integra-
tion of Memorial of Fallen
Soldiers of 1971 war with the
National War Memorial is
complete, the Defence Ministry
said here on Friday.  

The ceremony was led by
Chief of Integrated Defence
Staff to Chairman, Chiefs of
Staff Committee (CISC) Air
Marshal BR Krishna and
attended by Adjutant General
(AG) equivalents from three
Services. As part of the cere-
mony, a final salute was given
and the CISC offered a wreath
at India Gate. 

Detailed Report on P4
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Aspecial CBI court here has
summoned Rubaiya

Sayeed, daughter of former
Jammu & Kashmir Chief
Minister Mufti Mohammed
Sayeed, on July 15 in a case
related to her kidnapping in
1989, officials said on Friday.

This is the first time
Rubaiya Sayeed has been asked
to appear in the case relating to
her abduction on December 8,
1989. She was freed from cap-
tivity five days later on
December 13 after the then VP
Singh Government released
five terrorists from the Jammu
and Kashmir Liberation Front
(JKLF) in her exchange.

Rubaiya Sayeed, who stays
in Chennai, is listed as a pros-
ecution witness by the CBI
which took over the investiga-
tion in early 1990.

Continued on Page 2
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ARouse Avenue court on
Friday awarded a four-

year jail term to former
Haryana Chief Minister Om
Prakash Chautala in a dispro-
portionate assets (DA) case.
The court also imposed a fine
of �50 lakh on 87-year-old
Chautala and ordered the
seizure of four of his properties.

In his judgment convicting
Chautala, Special Judge Vikas
Dhull noted that the accused
had acquired disproportionate
assets to the tune of 103 per
cent of the known sources of
income. 

According to the order
passed by the court, out of the
�50 lakh fine amount of � 5
lakh would be given to the CBI
from that. 

Continued on Page 2

New Delhi : The Union
Government has ordered
action against former NCB
officer Sameer Wankhede for
his alleged “shoddy” work
while probing a “drugs-on-
cruise” case in which Aryan
was arrested last year.

Appropriate action is also
being initiated against
Wankhede for allegedly pro-
viding a fake caste certificate,
officials added.
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India on Monday slammed
the Organisation of Islamic

Cooperation (OIC) for its
“unacceptable” comments on
the judgment in the case of
Kashmiri separatist leader
Yasin Malik, who has been
awarded life imprisonment for
terror funding.  

Malik had pleaded guilty
for terror funding crimes and
was convicted of terror fund-
ing, spreading terrorism, and
secessionist activities in the
Valley in 2017. Malik, who
headed the Jammu and
Kashmir Liberation Front
(JKLF), was handed a life sen-
tence by a court Delhi on
Wednesday.

The OIC’s Independent
Human Rights Commission
(OIC-IHRC) had expressed
“deep concern” over the 56-

year-old’s Malik’s sentencing in
terror funding case.

Reacting to the OIC's state-
ments, Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) Spokesperson
Arindam Bagchi on Friday
said, “India finds unacceptable
the comments by OIC-IPHRC
today criticising India for
judgement in the case of Yasin
Malik. Through these com-
ments, OIC-IPHRC has implic-
itly expressed support for ter-
rorist activities of Yasin Malik,
which were documented and
presented in the court.”

The statement added that
the world seeks ‘zero tolerance’
of terrorism and urged the
OIC not to justify terror activ-
ities in any manner.

The MEA said the OIC had
“implicitly expressed support
for terrorist activities of Yasin
Malik, which were document-
ed and presented in the court.”
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Hours af ter  the the
Narcot ics  Control

Bureau (NCB) gave ‘clean
chit’ to Aryan Khan and 5
others in the mid-sea drug
bust case, the ruling Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) leaders
said on Friday that they stood
“vindicated” and that the
development was a “huge
slap” on the Opposition BJP
in the state.

Defending current ly
incarcerated senior NCP
leader and state minister
Nawab Malik who had
accused the NCB of trying to
implicate falsely Aryan Khan
and others in the drug bust
case,  NCP’s  Chief
Spokesperson Mahesh Tapase
said: “Malik’s observations
of how the entire raid was
conducted and selection of
witnesses having ‘close affin-
ity with BJP’ was valid and
now is laid bare by the 
NCB”.  

“We have always main-
tained that the NCB is a very
credible organisation having
impeccable track record but
the way things were happen-
ing in recent times put ques-
tion marks on the conduct of
the organisation,” he said.

“Nawab Malik had made
serious allegations on the
style of working of ( NCB’s
then Mumbai zonal chief
Samir Wankhede thereby
drawing the ire of some pow-

erful people in Delhi.
Today Nawab Malik is
paying the price for
speaking the truth,”
Tapase said.

It may be recalled
that  Malik had
dubbed the mid-drug
bust case as a ‘farji-
wada’ (fraud) perpe-
trated in collabora-
tion with the BJP.

Congress’ Chief
Spokesperson Atul
Londhe said the raid
on the Goa-bound
Cordel ia  Cruises '
Empress ship, off the
Mumbai  coast  on
October 2-3, 2021 and
subsequent happen-
ings were part of the
“huge conspiracy by
the BJP government
misusing the central
probe agencies to dis-
credit and topple the
MVA government”
which have 
failed.

“Now, the NCB’s
decis ion to drop
charges against Aryan
and five others is a
slap on their face…
Satyameva Jayate’...
Instead of continuing
to indulge in such tac-
tics, it will be better if
the BJP learns now
that it works for the
welfare of the peo-
ple,”  Londhe 
said.
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Having triggered a debate in
the Maharashtra political

circles about his decision to
contest the forthcoming bien-
nial Rajya Sabha (RS) polls as
an Independent,  Maratha war-
rior Chhatrapati Shivaji’s scion
Chhatrapati Sambhajiraje on
Friday withdrew from the RS
poll fray, saying that he was
doing so out of “self-respect’
and to prevent ‘horse-trading’
in the polls.

Sambhajiraje’s decision to
withdraw from the RS poll
fray came three days after the
ruling Shiv Sena — ignoring
his claims for poll nomination
— had decided to nominate its
Kolhapur district party chief
Sanjay Pawar for the biennial
RS polls scheduled for June 10.
The Sena had announced
Pawar’s nomination, after
Sambhajiraje Chhatrapati
refused to join the Sena to con-
test the biennial polls.

Talking to media persons,
Sambhajiraje — who is the 13th
direct descendent of
Chhatrapati Shivaji  — hit out

Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray for “not honouring”
his word to support his solo
candidature and insisting that
he (Sambhajiraje) should first
join Shiv Sena before getting a
ticket.

“For me the RS seat is not
the concern… The welfare of
the masses is more important
for me… I will go on a
statewide tour to strengthen the
idea of ‘Swarajya’ now and see
my strength,” Sambhajiraje said.

Sambhajiraje said that two
Sena MPs had met him in a five-
star hotel recently to discuss the
issue and conveyed the CM’s
desire that Sambhajiraje should
become a Shiv Sena member
and the party would immedi-
ately nominate him for RS.

“I made it clear that I wish
to contest as an independent
and will not join any party for
the RS ticket… Now, I shall
have nothing to do with the RS
elections,” Sambhajiraje said.

Sambhajiraje  said that he
had no ‘angst or ill-will’ against
any party as they all had their
respective agendas to pursue
and he respected their stand.
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Continuing with his inspec-
tion visits on roads,

Lieutenant Governor Vinai
Kumar Saxena  on Friday took
stock of the stretch between Raj
Niwas and Connaught Place
along with Senior Officers in-
charge of horticulture from
concerned ULBs and
Departments/Agencies.

Stopping at Vikas Bhawan
2, Chandagi Ram Akhara,
Monastery- ISBT, the over
bridge connecting Geeta
Colony on the road behind the
Samadhi complex, the turning
towards ITO near Arun Jaitley
Firoz shah Kotla stadium and
Sikandra Road,  Saxena point-
ed out the lack of uniformity
and haphazard growth of
plants, dried up vegetation,
litter and garbage, mounds of
malba as a result of desiltation
and construction/repair waste
on central verges, foot paths
and the vacant stretches besides
them.

The Lieutenant Governor
instructed officials to address
these issues and rectify them by

undertaking watering of drying
vegetation by using recycled
water;  pruning and shaping
haphazard growth of plants
and trees that were obstructing
pathways, roads and foot paths
physically and also creating
dark spots by obstructing street
lights, 3.removal of garbage,
malba and construction/repair
waste; repair of pavements;
refurbishing/ replacing bro-
ken flower/plant pots that went
back as long as the CWG 2010,
selection of aesthetically
appealing and resilient plants,
and  grilling of ungrilled spaces.

“All these works should be
undertaken only between 12:00
PM in the night to 5:00 AM in
the morning, so as to not
inconvenience people, traffic
and commuters”, the LG
emphasized.

Underlining the need to
achieve and establish aesthet-
ic uniformity in horticulture,
plantations and grill designs
across the Capital, the LG
directed officials to immedi-
ately start work so that results
could start becoming visible
within the next 15 days.
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From Page 1

Modi, who has been, for
some time, advocating the
increasing use of drone tech-
nology across the country, said
technology has helped a lot in
furthering the vision of satu-
ration and in ensuring last-mile
delivery.

“And I know that we can
achieve the goal of Antyodaya
by moving forward at this pace
and are able to provide the poor
segment with their entitlement
by the use of Jan Dhan,
Aaadhar, Mobile (JAM) trini-
ty,” he said. Experience of the
last 8 years further strengthens
my belief, the Prime Minister
said. Also, he said the use of
drones will rise in sectors such
as agriculture, sports, defence
and disaster management. Till
a few months ago, there were
various restrictions on drone
technology. 
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From Page 1
The court also refused to

grant Chautala 10 days’ time to
surrender as requested by his
lawyer Harsh Sharma.

“Disproportionate assets
acquired by the accused, dur-
ing the check period, were to
the tune of 103 per cent of the
known sources of his income.
The accused has failed to sat-
isfactorily account for such
disproportionality by proving
his source of income or means
by way of which he acquired
assets during the check period,”
the court said. 

Chautala, who appeared
physically and was present in
the courtroom , was found
guilty under Section 13(1)(e)
read with 13(2) of the
Prevention of Corruption (PC)
Act. After the conviction, his
son Abhay Singh Chautala said
he believes in the Indian justice
system and hopes to get justice
in the High Court.

�����������
�������������
������%%%%

From Page 1
Yasin Malik, chief of the

banned JKLF who has recent-
ly been sentenced to life impris-
onment in a terror funding
case, is an accused in the case. 

The case had gone into vir-
tual cold storage and was
revived after Malik was picked
up by the National
Investigation Agency in 2019
on charges of terror funding. 

In January last year, the
CBI, with help from Special
Public Prosecutors Monika
Kohli and S K Bhat, framed
charges against 10 people,
including Malik, in the Rubaiya
kidnapping case that turned out
to be a turning point in the
Valley’s volatile history. The
release of the five JKLF mem-
bers was seen as a morale
booster for terror groups, which
had started raising their heads
at the time. The CBI moved an
application summoning
Rubaiya Sayeed as she was list-
ed as a prosecution witness. 
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From Page 1
Local teams comprising

rescue workers and medical
staff from the Partapur field
hospital were rushed to the spot
to provide immediate medical
aid to the injured soldiers. 

“Seven soldiers died on
the spot while 19 others were
later airlifted to the
Chandimandir command hos-
pital,” official sources said.

From Page 1
“We are quite incoherent.

We are both ecstatic and won-
der if we are dreaming!” were
the first reaction by the author,
according to a release by
Penguin Books, the publishers
of Tomb of Sand.

“This is a bolt from the
blue but what a nice one, and
I am still reeling. Tomb of Sand
is an elegy for the world we
inhabit, a laughing elegy that
retains hope in the face of
impending doom. The Booker
will surely take it to many
more people than it would

have reached otherwise,” said
Shree while accepting the prize. 

Shree has four novels and
several story collections to her
credit. The jury that decided
the prize was chaired by Frank
Wynne, an Irish literary trans-
lator from French and Spanish.
The judging panel consisted of
Merve Emre, Associate
Professor of English Literature
at the University of Oxford,
Zimbabwean lawyer and writer,
Petina Gappah, translator and
author, Jeremy Tiang, and Viv
Groskop, writer, critic, broad-
caster and stand-up comedian.

����� ��	
�
�
��000

From Page 1

The 14 persons who have
been charge-sheeted in the
case are: Arbaaz Merchant,
Munmun Dhamecha, Vikrant
Chhokar, Mohak Jaiswal,
Ishmeet Singh Chadha, Gomit
Chopra, Nupur Satija, Abdul
Kadar Shaikh, Shreyas Nair,
Manish Rajgariya, Aachit
Kumar, Chinedu Igwe, Shivraj
Harijan and Okoro Uzeoma.

IRS officer Sameer
Wankhede, then NCB’s
Mumbai Zonal Director, who
led the investigations in the
case and is now attached to
Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence, refused to com-
ment on the anti-drug agency’s
decision to drop charges
against Aryan and five others.

It may be recalled that the
NCB had arrested Aryan Khan,
Arbaaz Merchant, Munmun
Dhamecha and five others on
October 3, after its officials
busted a rave party and seized
13 grams of cocaine, 5 grams of
MD (Mephedrone), 21 grams
of Charas, 22 pills of MDMA
(Ecstasy) and �1.33 lakh in cash
from Goa-bound Cordelia
Cruises' Empress ship, off the
Mumbai coast. Subsequently,
the NCB arrested 12 more
persons in connection with
the mid-sea rave party

The permanent relief to
Aryan in the sensational case
came seven months after the
Bombay High Court on
October 28, 2021 granted bail
to him and two others, 25
days after they were arrested in
the sensational case.
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The Noida Cyber Crime
police has arrested a 38-

year-old Nigerian national stay-
ing in Delhi on the charge of
cheating at least 300 women
and duping them of crores of
rupees on the pretext of mar-
riage.

The accused has been iden-
tified as Garuba Galumje (38),
who hails from Lagos in
Nigeria who is staying in the
Kishan Garh area of South
Delhi. Police said that the
accused befriended women

through social media sites and
matrimonial websites, where he
introduced himself as a Non-
Resident Indian (NRI) settled
in Canada. “The accused has
been arrested in connection
with a complaint from a
woman who lives in Meerut
district of Uttar Pradesh. He
claimed that she had registered
herself on Jeevansathi website
for marriage. 

A man approached her
through the website and intro-
duced himself as Indo-
Canadian NRI Sanjay Singh,"
said Inspector Reeta Yadav,
in-charge of the Noida Cyber
Crime Police Station.

“The man eventually
gained her confidence and
made emotional appeals as he
tricked her into transferring Rs
60 lakh in multiple instalments
into his various bank accounts
before she realised the fraud,”

she said. “When the matter was
brought to the police, an inves-
tigation was taken up and the
culprit was tracked down to
Delhi and arrested. During
questioning, we came across
multiple similar cases involving
Garuba. 

There are over 300 women
who he had targeted through
various popular websites and
cheated of crores. On social
media and matrimonial web-
sites, he used profile pictures of
smart-looking men and not his
own in order to dupe women,"
Yadav said. 

According to police,
Garuba had first come to India
in February 2019 on a six-
month visa in connection with
a business related to human
hair and readymade garments.

He once again came to
India on March 18 on a med-
ical visa till May 22 but had

over-stayed while relocating
himself several times during
the period, police said. “Garuba
has been transferring the fraud
money to his family members
in Nigeria through interna-
tional money exchange ser-
vices," police added. 

During the arrest, police
recovered a passport, seven
mobile phones, 15 photocopies
of documents, which included
forged letters in the names of
Bank of Thailand, National
Bank of Dubai, Interpol, US
Department of State and FBI,
officials said.

An FIR has been lodged
against the accused under
Indian Penal Code 406 (crim-
inal breach of trust), 419
(cheating by impersonation)
and Sections 420 (cheating),
and under provisions of the
Information Technology Act,
police added. 
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Days after the Excise
Department proposed to

work with other agencies,
including Delhi Police, to
extend restrobars’ timings till 3
A.M., the Delhi Police is yet to
take any decision on it, stating
that if the timings need to be
extended, then everyone's
licencing conditions need to be
amended.

According to a senior
police officer, “The existing
order is only till 1 P.M. and if
it needs to be extended, then
everyone's licencing conditions
need to be amended.”Licences
for restaurants are approved by
the licencing department of

Delhi Police. In a move aimed
at making the nightlife of the
city more happening, the Delhi
Government has taken a poli-
cy decision to allow bars to
serve liquor till 3 A.M.

The Government has
issued necessary directions to
the Excise Department and an
order is likely to be issued soon
in accordance with the Excise
Policy 2021-22, a senior
Government officer had said
earlier.

"Bars at restaurants are
now allowed to operate till 1
A.M. The Excise Department

will work with other agencies,
including the police, if the
timing is extended till 3 A.M,"
he had said. The Excise Policy
that came into force from
November 2021 recommended
that the timings of operation of
bars may be brought at par with
neighbouring cities.

In the NCR towns of
Gurugram and Faridabad in
Haryana, bars are allowed to
open till 3 A.M. However, in
Noida and Ghaziabad in Uttar
Pradesh, bars are open till 1
A.M. There are around 550
independent restaurants in
Delhi that serve Indian and for-
eign liquor on being granted L-
17 licence from the Excise
Department.

The restaurants within
hotels and motels, numbering
around 150, are already allowed
to serve liquor round-the-
clock. Such restaurants are
granted L-16 licence by the

Excise Department.
The Excise Policy calls for

creating a conducive environ-
ment and improving condi-
tions for smooth business.

Many of the conditions
related to Excise operations in
hotels, clubs and restaurants
need to be in sync with the pre-
sent-day business and social
perspectives, says the policy. In
order to meet the twin goal of
increasing Excise revenue and
providing a favourable envi-
ronment and conditions to the
licensees of hotel, club and
restaurant segment, the policy
made several recommenda-
tions.

The recommendations
included rationalisation of
licence fee, lowering legal age
of drinking from 25 years to 21
years, and doing away with the
archaic rules related to not
allowing music in indepen-
dent restaurants.
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Delhi’s Excise Department
has extended licences of

hotels, clubs and restaurants in
the national Capital till July 31
in view of a delay in grant of
approval to the city's excise pol-
icy for 2022-23 by the
Lieutenant-Governor.

In an order issued on
Monday, the Excise
Department of the Delhi
Government extended the
Excise Policy 2021-22 for two
months till July 31.

The Excise Policy 2022-23
was approved by the Delhi
Cabinet on May 5. It is yet to
be approved by the L-G. For the
extension, the licence-holders

will have to pay a pro-rate
licence fee for two months by
May 31.

“All the licensees of L-
15/L-16/L-17/L-19/L-20/L-
21/L-28/L-9 and L-38, are here-
by directed to submit their
application for renewal of
licences online by accessing
their account in ESCIMS por-
tal through their ID and pass-
word along with the applicable
licence renewal fee for the
period of two months by pro-
viding requisite information
and payment of renewal licence
fee on or before May 31," the
Excise Department's May 25
order read. 

It added that there has
been no increase in licence fees.
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Delhi Police has arrested
three men, who were

inspired by the Hollywood
blockbuster 'The Fast and the
Furious', for allegedly stealing
over 40 cars using hi-tech tools,
including scanners and GPS
jammers.

The accused had stolen
the cars from Uttam Nagar,
Tilak Nagar, Subash Nagar,
Pashim Vihar, Munirka and
Dwarka among other places in
the national Capital.

The accused have been
identified as Manish Rao (42)
and Jagdeep Sharma (43), both
residents of Uttam Nagar and
Aas Mohammad (40), a native
of Meerut in Uttar Pradesh.
According to Manoj C, the
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (DCP), Southwest dis-
trict, police teams worked

relentlessly and gathered all
information about the people
involved in stealing luxury
cars.“With the help of techni-
cal surveillance and specific
inputs the police team suc-
ceeded in apprehending
Manish Rao and Jagdeep
Sharma when they came to
make a deal for a stolen car,”
said the DCP. “The Hyundai
Creta car with a fake number

plate was found stolen from
Paschim Vihar area. On a cur-
sory search police teams found
various instruments, including
sensor kit, magnet, LNT keys
and eight remote keys of cars
and a lot of other keys for var-
ious cars,” said the
DCP.“Another accused, Aas
Mohammad was also arrested
in this case with another stolen
Creta car. He is the main sup-

plier of the stolen cars and sells
these stolen cars in Rajasthan,”
said the DCP.

“During interrogation, it
was revealed that Manish,
Jagdeep and Aas Mohammad
are members of the infamous
Ravi Uttam Nagar Gang and
were previously involved in
more than 10 to 25 cases of
auto lifting,” said the DCP.
Explaining their modus
operandi the DCP said that
they kept illegal firearms, while
committing the theft in order
to protect themselves from the
police and the public.

“The accused were inspired
by the Hollywood movie 'The
Fast & the Furious' and used
scanners to unlock the cars
within minutes and jammers to
disable the GPS if it was
installed in the car,” the DCP
said. The three accused dis-
closed that they, along with

their leader Ravi, have stolen
over 40 cars since April from
various areas of the city.

"The accused disclosed that
by using a software-based
hacking device, they unlocked
cars and after formatting the
vehicle's software, installed
new software. The new keys
became ready and they stole
the cars within two to three
minutes," the DCP said.

After stealing the car, they
parked it outside societies, near
hospitals and other such places
where CCTV cameras were not
installed, police said. They
used to transport the vehicle to
the buyer according to the
demand, police said. 

Two pistols with five live
cartridges, tool kits, hacking
devices, 30 keys of cars, tools
and seven stolen cars were
recovered from their posses-
sion, police added. 
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Following the row over the
premier college St. Stephen's

insisting on following its age-
old interview process for
admissions along with the
Central Universities Entrance
Test (CUET) guidelines, the
Delhi University (DU) on
Friday said any admission in
violation of the CUET norms
will be declared as "null and
void" and its rock solid on its
stand.

The DU wants interviews
to be conducted only for the
reserved category students but
the college, asserting its minor-
ity institution character, has
said it will accord 85 per cent
weightage to the CUET score
and 15 per cent to physical
interviews for all categories of
candidates.

On Thursday, St Stephen's
College principal John
Varghese had written to DU,
conveying that the college will
retain its "tried and trusted"
interview process during
admission and asked the varsity

to "avoid creating an unpleas-
ant situation" for students seek-
ing admission to the college.

John Varghese pointed out
that to suddenly forget the
interview process that the col-
lege has followed and which the
university has approved for
the last four decades and more
is "strange indeed".

"The decision taken by the
college to retain its stellar, tried
and trusted interview process
and other related steps in the
admission process shall con-
tinue. All candidates who apply
to the college shall face the
same admission procedures,
without discrimination,"

Varghese said.
However, DU Registrar

Vikas Gupta said the college
will have to follow the admis-
sion guidelines issued by DU.

"We will again convey to
them that they will have to fol-
low the admission guidelines
issued by Delhi University. 

They will have to conduct
admission to unreserved seats
solely based on CUET scores.
We are firm on our decision,"
Gupta said. He questioned the
need for a separate mechanism
for admission when the CUET
is already in place.

The university and the col-
lege are at loggerheads over the
admission process, with both
sides refusing to back down.

On May 9, the varsity had
written to the college, asking it
to conduct admissions to the
unreserved seats solely based
on CUET scores.

However, college said that
it reserves the right to proceed
with admissions in accordance
with its own admission policy
guaranteed to it as a minority
institution.
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal met Lieutenant-

Governor Vinai Kumar Saxena
on Friday and said they both
decided to work together for
the development of the nation-
al Capital and the betterment
of its people. This was
Kejriwal's first formal meeting
with Saxena, who took oath of
office on Thursday.

"I extended my best wish-
es to him for a fruitful tenure.
We discussed many issues and
decided to work together for

the development of Delhi. We
will together do everything for
the betterment of the people of
Delhi and will take everybody
along," Kejriwal told reporters
after the meeting.

In a tweet, Kejriwal said: "It
was a pleasure to meet you sir.
I look forward to working wid
u for the welfare of Delhi."
Asked about the sweet-sour
relations with Baijal, the Chief
Minister said, "We had good
relations with him."

Saxena also tweeted about
his meeting with Kejriwal and
said they both discussed vari-

ous issues pertaining to the
development of the national
Capital.

"Hon'ble Chief Minister
Shri @ArvindKejriwal ji called
on me today. We discussed var-
ious issues pertaining to the
development of Delhi and the
welfare of its people," he tweet-
ed.

In Delhi, the L-G, who is a
representative of the Union
Government, is the adminis-
trative head, and holds a post
senior to that of the Chief
Minister. As such, there have
been several instances of the L-
G overruling decisions of the
UT's elected Government,
leading to a tussle with the
Centre.

After assuming charge on
Thursday, Saxena also met
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah to seek his insights on
various aspects related to Delhi.
"Called on Hon'ble HM Shri
@AmitShah ji after assuming
charge as the L-G of Delhi.
Sought his guidance and valu-
able insights on administration
and good governance for mak-
ing national Capital safe, clean,
livable and truly 'City of Joy',"
he tweeted on Friday. 
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The Delhi Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) president,

Adesh Gupta, and its leader
Tajinder Pal Singh Bagga have
conveyed their unwillingness to
contest the bypoll from West
Delhi’s Rajinder Nagar to
national leaders. The seat fell
vacant when AAP MLA
Raghav Chadha resigned as he
was promoted to Rajya Sabha
by his party. Meantime, Delhi
BJP has accelerated the process
of candidate selection for the
seat that has a large chunk of
slum-dwelling voters.

The Election Commission
on Wednesday announced
bypoll to the Rajinder Nagar
seat, along with six other
Assembly constituencies and
three Lok Sabha seats in dif-
ferent states, on June 23.“We

are working on  ground and
process of candidate selection
has also been fast-tracked.
Delhi BJP in-charge Baijayant
Panda and other leaders held a
meeting in constituency on
Thursday, in which the prepa-
rations for the bypolls were dis-
cussed," said a leader of the saf-
fron party. 

He said 12 of winning can-
didates in last 14 Assembly
polls held in Rajinder Nagar
were Punjabis. The Punjabi
voters account for 40 per cent
of total votes in constituency, he
said.

The constituency has a
diverse mix of voters, including
dominant Punjabis and
Scheduled Caste voters. There
are 17 large slum settlements in
constituency, including
Inderpuri and Pandav Nagar,
BJP leaders said.
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To provide hassle-free com-
mute to the residents of the

national Capital, the Arvind
Kejriwal Government has
approved a fund of �16.03
crore for redeveloping,
strengthening and beautifica-
tion of 12 roads across the city.  

These roads include
Marginal Bund Road, a key link
between Noida and Delhi that
caters to lakhs of commuters
every day. 

The major area of focus on
this road is the stretch in front
of Akshardham temple which
includes two road over bridges
(ROBs), roads connecting
RoBs and three U-turns.

“The Public Works
Department is continuously
working towards road devel-
opment projects across the city
and this also includes mainte-
nance of roads across the city
ahead of monsoon season,”
said a senior PWD official.

“For redevelopment and
maintenance �16.03 crores
were approved for strengthen-
ing of 12 major roads by the
Delhi’s Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia. PWD is using
modern technology to increase
the strength of roads for the
longer run,” said the official.
“Ahead of the approval of the

projects, a thorough inspection
was taken up by the PWD offi-
cials to check the current con-
ditions and requirements for
strengthening of these roads,”
said the official adding that the
strengthening of this road will
reduce the travel time of the
commuters and make the trav-
el easier. 

Under various projects of
PWD, the Kejriwal
Government is working on a

war footing to provide beauti-
ful and safe roads to com-
muters of Delhi. For this, mod-
ern technologies are being used
by PWD Delhi for the strength-
ening of roads.

It is noteworthy that the
strengthening of these roads
will not only decongest the traf-
fic but will also save the time
of the people and it will also be
helpful in bringing down the
pollution levels in the city.
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Bhupinder Singh Bhalla, a
1990 batch IAS officer has

been appointed as the new
Chairperson of the
New Delhi
Municipal Council
(NDMC). He suc-
ceeds Dharmendra, a
1989-batch officer, as
the civic body
Chairman. Bhalla, is
currently Additional
Chief Secretary of
Delhi.

The Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) on Friday issued
an order to this effect.
According to order issued by
MHA, it is decided to appoint
Bhupinder Singh Bhalla, IAS
(AGMUT:1990), as
Chairperson, New Delhi
Municipal Council (NDMC)
with effect from 27.05.2022.

“The notification (Hindi

and English) issued in this
regard is enclosed for its pub-
lication in Delhi Gazette,
Extraordinary. It is further
requested that Dharmendra,

IAS (AGMUT:1989)
may be relieved with
effect from
27.05.2022. Further,
Bhupinder Singh
Bhalla may be
directed to take over
charge of post of
C h a i r p e r s o n ,
N D M C

Immediately,” the order further
stated.

Bhalla succeeds
Dharmendra, , a 1989-batch
officer, as civic body chair-
man, who has worked over ten
years in Urban Sector in
Ministry of Housing and Urban
Affairs, Ministry of Urban
Development and Poverty
Alleviation, Government of
India and DDA.
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India is an important stake-
holder in Afghanistan and

favours strengthening its capa-
bility to fight terrorism and ter-
rorist groups posing a threat to
peace and security in the
region, National Security
Advisor (NSA) Ajit Doval said
on Friday.

Underlining these points,
he also said India has always
stood by the people of
Afghanistan while speaking at
the 4th Regional Security
Dialogue on Afghanistan in
Dushanbe, Tajikistan.  His
counterparts from Tajikistan,
Russia, Kazakhstan,
Uzbekistan, Iran, Kyrgyzstan
and China also took part in the
high-profile conclave.

His assertions came in the
backdrop of India providing
humanitarian assistance to the
war-torn Afghanistan after the
Taliban took control last
August.  India has committed
to provide more than 50,000
metric tons of food grains
including wheat to
Afghanistan.

India has already provided
17,000 metric tons of wheat to

Afghanistan through the land
route via Pakistan, 5,00,000
doses of Covaxin, 13 tonnes of
essential life saving medicines
and winter clothing as well as
60 million doses of polio vac-
cine.

In his address, Doval said
India was and is an important
stakeholder in Afghanistan and
called for enhancing the capa-
bility of the war-torn country
to counter terrorism and ter-
rorist groups which pose a
threat to regional peace and
security.

Tracing the ties between
the two countries, he said India
has historical and civilisation-
al relations with Afghanistan
and New Delhi has always
stood by the people of
Afghanistan and it will con-
tinue to guide India's approach.
"The special relationship with
the people of Afghanistan over
centuries will guide India's
approach. Nothing can change

this," Doval said.
The top security officials,

who discussed the situation in
Afghanistan and the region,
highlighted the need to find
constructive ways to ensure
peace and stability in
Afghanistan and combating
risks from terrorism emanating
from the region, sources said.

"There is a need for all pre-
sent at the dialogue to enhance
capability of Afghanistan to
counter terrorism and terror-
ist groups which pose a threat
to regional peace and security,"
Doval said.

He said the foremost pri-
ority should be the right to life
and a dignified living as well as
protection of human rights of
all the people in Afghanistan.
"Assistance should be accessi-
ble to all, respect for all oblig-
ations under international
humanitarian law should be
ensured,” he added.  India has
focused on infrastructure, con-
nectivity and humanitarian
assistance in Afghanistan over
the decades.

Doval also highlighted the
need for representation of all
sections of Afghan society
including women and minori-
ties so that the collective ener-
gies of the largest possible pro-

portion of the Afghan popula-
tion feel motivated to con-
tribute to nation building.

"Women and youth are
critical for the future of any
society. Provision of educa-
tion to girls and employment to
women and youth will ensure
productivity and spur growth.
It will also have a positive
social impact including dis-
couraging radical ideologies
among youth,” he said.

"With collective efforts of
Regional Dialogue members,
we can help proud people of
Afghanistan to build a pros-
perous and vibrant nation once
again,” he said.

Doval also met his coun-
terparts from Iran, Tajikistan,
Russia and other partners in
the Dialogue on the sidelines of
the meeting.

The dialogue is aimed at
firming up a common
approach for practical cooper-
ation in confronting increasing
threats of terrorism, radicali-
sation and drug trafficking fol-
lowing the Taliban's takeover of
Kabul in August last.

New Delhi had hosted the
third dialogue in November
2021 which was attended by
eight nations including Iran
and Russia.
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The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has summoned former

Jammu and Kashmir Chief
Minister Farooq Abdullah on
May 31 at its Srinagar office in
connection with a money laun-
dering case linked to alleged
financial irregularities in the
Jammu and Kashmir Cricket
Association.

The ED had questioned
Abdullah in connection with the
multi-crore Jammu and
Kashmir Cricket Association
(JKCA) scam case earlier as well.

Abdullah (84), a three-time
Chief Minister of the erstwhile
Jammu and Kashmir State and
is the President of the National
Conference besides being a Lok
Sabha MP. His statement was
recorded in the same case in
2019.

Political parties in the val-
ley said the summons were

"common to all opposition"
leaders in the country.

Reacting to the develop-
ment, National Conference
(NC), said the veteran leader
would continue to cooperate
with the authorities like he has
done in the past.

"ED summons to JKNC
President Dr Farooq Abdullah
is nothing new; this is common
for all opposition parties in
India. He has continued to
maintain his innocence in the
matter and has cooperated with
the investigative agencies and
will do so in this case as well,"
the NC posted on Twitter.

Between 2011 and 2012, the
Board of Control for Cricket in
India (BCCI) had given Rs 112
crore to the state cricket asso-
ciation for the promotion of the
game in Jammu and Kashmir. It
was alleged that Rs 46.30 crore
from the grant was misappro-
priated.
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has

attached immovable properties
of Maharashtra-based Nipko
Engineering Services Pvt. Ltd.
worth Rs 62.70 crore in a
money laundering case linked
to a bank fraud.

The ED had initiated
money laundering investiga-
tion in 2020 on the basis of an
FIR registered by the Anti-
Corruption Branch, CBI, Pune,
wherein a complaint was filed
against Nipko Engineering, its
director Narendra Achyut Rao
Korde and unknown officials of
Andhra Bank and other per-
sons for a bank fraud of about
Rs 72.99 crore.

“The modus operandi used
for laundering the funds was
that the accused obtained false/
fake purchase orders from dif-
ferent companies/ firms and

thereafter prepared forged sup-
porting documents like invoic-
es, delivery challans, goods
receipts notes etc. to show the
genuine transactions of goods
between the companies,” the
ED said in a statement.

Thereafter, these docu-
ments along with application
for bill discounting were sub-
mitted to Andhra Bank. Then
other associates like direc-
tors/proprietors/authorized sig-
natories of fictitious buyer
companies used to give accep-
tance of the said bills to their
respective banks wherein no
physical transactions of goods
were done, it said.

The said fake bills were dis-
counted and amounts were
credited in the companies’
account of Korde. The funds
generated were further laun-
dered in the guise of payment
to third parties / fictitious
firms and cash withdrawal.
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The CBI on Friday ques-
tioned Lok Sabha MP Karti

Chidambaram for nearly eight
hours on the second consecu-
tive day in connection with
alleged bribery of Rs 50 lakh in
the issuance of visas for 263
Chinese workers in 2011 when
his father P Chidambaram was
the Union Home Minister.

The Congress MP who
arrived at the CBI headquarters
in the morning was confront-
ed with documents related to

the case, officials said.
The CBI had registered a

fresh FIR on May 14 against
him and others on allegations
of a bribe of Rs 50 lakh being
paid to him and his close asso-
ciate and Chartered
Accountant S Bhaskararaman
by a top executive of Vedanta
Group company Talwandi Sabo
Power Ltd. (TSPL), which was
setting up a power plant in
Punjab for re-issuance of pro-
ject visas for 263 Chinese work-
ers employed there, the CBI
FIR said.
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The Enforcement
Directorate has arrested

an accused in a money laun-
dering case linked to illegal
coal mining in West Bengal,
Gurupada Maji.

Majhi was arrested on
Thursday and produced before
Rouse Avenue court here that
granted his seven-day cus-
tody.

Gurupada Majhi is one of
the partners of Anup Majee
alias Lala (kingpin of illegal
coal mining business activities
in West Bengal) and has
received more than Rs. 66
crore from the Proceed of
Crime (PoC) generated
through illegal coal mining
business. 

Further, Gurupada Majhi
had provided Rs 26 crore in
cash to a Kolkata based char-
tered accountant for arranging
shell companies for the pur-
pose of taking accommodation
e n t r i e s .
In this process, Gurupada Maji
had acquired 13 shell compa-
nies with the help of the said
Kolkata-based CA.
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Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Friday undertook

a sea sortie on submarine INS
Khanderi and lauded the Navy
for maintaining high state of
readiness and offensive capa-
bility to meet any threat.

After spending hours
under the sea, witnessing the
combat capabilities and offen-
sive strength of the submarine,
he  termed the experience as
"wonderful and thrilling", and
said, he is more assured of
India's security.

He also said operational
readiness and preparations are
not a provocation to any
aggression but a guarantee of
peace and security in Indian
Ocean region.  The Defence
Minister made these observa-
tions during his two-day visit
to Karwar starting Thursday.

The Karwar naval base is
spread over 11,000 acres and is
home to lone aircraft carrier
INS Vikramaditya.  The base is
being developed under Project
Seabird and plans are to base
more than 30 warships and

submarines there by the end of
2025.  The indigenously
designed and built INS Vikrant,
likely to be inducted into the
Navy this August, will also be
based at Karwar.

INS Khanderi was built at
the Mazagon Docks
Limited(MDL), Mumbai in
collaboration with France. 

He was given a first-hand
insight into the combat capa-
bilities and offensive strength of
the state-of-the-art Kalvari class
submarine. For over four hours,
the full spectrum of capabilities
of underwater operations of the
stealth submarine was demon-
strated to him, officials said
here later. 

The day-at-sea also pro-
vided him a glimpse of the sub-
marine’s capability to effec-
tively counter anti-submarine
operations by an adversary.
Navy chief Admiral R Hari
Kumar and other senior offi-
cials of Indian Navy and
Ministry of Defence were also
present. 

Interacting with media
persons after the sortie, Rajnath
said, “Today, Indian Navy is
counted among the frontline
navies of the world. Today, the

world’s largest maritime forces
are ready to work and cooper-
ate with India.”

He described ‘INS
Khanderi’ as a shining example
of the ‘Make in India’ capabil-
ities of the country and appre-
ciated the fact that 39 of the 41
ships and submarines ordered
by the Indian Navy are being
built in Indian shipyards.

He, however, assured that
the preparations being made by
the Indian Navy are not a
provocation to any aggression,
but a guarantee of peace and
security in the Indian Ocean
region. The operational sortie
was accompanied by the

deployment of ships of the
Western Fleet, an anti-subma-
rine mission sortie by a P-8I
MPA and Sea King helicopter,
a fly past by MiG 29-K fight-
ers and a search and rescue
capability demonstration.

With this, the defence min-
ister has now witnessed first-
hand the three-dimensional
combat capability of Indian
Navy, after having embarked
INS Vikramaditya in
September 2019 and conduct-
ing a sortie on the P-8I Long
Range Maritime
Reconnaissance Anti-
Submarine Warfare aircraft
earlier this month.
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India and Hungary on Friday
reviewed the entire spec-

trum of their bilateral ties and
global affairs including
Ukraine during the bilateral
meeting here between External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
and his counterpart Peter
Szijjarto.  The two sides also
inked a pact on international
solar alliance. Jaishankar
thanked him for Hungarian
support for Operation Ganga
and its offer to admit evacuat-
ed Indian medical students in
Hungarian universities.

Hungary facilitated airlift
of Indian nationals including
medical students from Ukraine
soon after the Russian military
action started in late February.
Many Indians crossed over to
Hungary from Ukraine when
the offensive commenced. The
evacuation was named
Operation Ganga in which
more than 20,000 Indian
nationals were brought out
from Ukraine including 6,000
from Hungary. Meanwhile,
Jaishankar in a tweet message
regarding his talks with Szijjar
also “recalled Hungary’s early
recognition of Covaxin and
openness to travel arrange-
ments.”

On his part, the visiting
Foreign Minister said Hungary
on Friday joined the interna-
tional alliance of solar energy
launched by India and France.

“We hope that with your cor-
poration we can further accel-
erate our investment in solar
energy,” he said.

The two sides signed two
contracts including develop-
ment of trade and on attracting
investment. Szijjar said there is
going to be an energy supply cri-

sis in Europe and globally may
be as well. “And those countries
will be safe who can produce the
most of energy they consumed,”
he said. The Hungarian minis-
ter noted that economic corpo-
ration between India and
Hungary has been hitting
records.
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The iconic Inverted Rifle and
Helmet at Amar Jawan Jyoti,

India Gate, was on Friday shift-
ed by the armed forces in a cer-
emony to the National War
Memorial.  Symbol of Fallen
Soldiers of 1971 war, the Rifle
and Helmet are now installed in
the midst of busts of Param Vir
Chakra awardees.

With this process, integra-
tion of Memorial of Fallen
Soldiers of 1971 war with the
National War Memorial is com-
plete, the defence ministry said
here on Friday.  The ceremony
was led by Chief of Integrated

Defence Staff to Chairman,
Chiefs of Staff Committee(CISC)
Air Marshal BR Krishna and
attended by Adjutant
General(AG) equivalents from
three Services.

As part of the ceremony, a
final salute was given and the
CISC offered a wreath at India
Gate. Thereafter, the Inverted
Rifle and Helmet was removed
and carried in a ceremonial
vehicle to the Param Yodha
Sthal and installed at a newly cre-
ated monument.  The CISC
accompanied by the AGs equiv-
alents from three Services pre-
sented a salute to the new mon-
ument.
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The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) on

Friday said the southwest mon-
soon is expected to reach
Kerala during the next two to
three days.

Earlier, the IMD had fore-
cast the onset over Kerala on
Friday (May 27) with help
from the remnants of Cyclone
Asani, that struck the Bay of
Bengal a fortnight ago. The
forecast had a model error of
four days. However, the influ-
ence of the remnant weather
systems, that lingered over the

southern peninsula, petered
out, dashing the forecast of
early onset over Kerala and a
swift progress towards the
north, the IMD said.

“As per the latest meteoro-
logical indications, westerly
winds have strengthened in the
lower levels over the south
Arabian Sea and deepened.

As per satellite imagery,
there is an increase in cloudi-
ness over Kerala coast and
adjoining southeast Arabian
Sea. Hence, conditions are
becoming favourable for mon-
soon onset over Kerala during
the next 2-3 days,” the IMD
said.
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In order to check the target-
ed killing of innocent civil-

ians the security forces have
intensified anti terrorist oper-
ations to flush out fresh crop of
local terrorists and their
'hybrid' associates in Kashmir
valley to ensure peaceful con-
duct of the Amarnath yatra
starting June 30. 

In the last 24 hours the
security forces have gunned
down four Lashkar-e-Toiba
terrorists in two back to back
operations including those
behind the cold bloodied mur-
der of famous Kashmiri TV
artist Amreen Bhat in
Chadoora area of Budgam.
Besides, 01 hybrid terrorist
has been arrested along with
arms/ammunition in Bemina
area of Srinagar.

In the coming days the
security grid is also going to
finalise the comprehensive
deployment plan of additional

companies of the para military
forces along the entire yatra
route to plug any gaps. 

According to official
sources the Union Home
Ministry has given its nod to
deploy more than 300 addi-
tional companies across tran-
sit camps, base camps,  and
security checkpoints along the
yatra route. IGP Kashmir Shri
Vijay Kumar  Friday congrat-
ulated the joint teams of secu-
rity forces for their valour and
determination to neutralize
and avenge the killing of artist
Amreen Bhat within 24hrs.
He also termed these opera-
tions as a big success and said
that during past three days 10
terrorists including 3 from JeM
and 7 from LeT proscribed ter-
ror outfits have been neutral-
ized in the Kashmir valley.

According to a spokesman
of the Jammu and Kashmir
police, at around 9. 33 p.m on
a specific input generated by
Awantipora Police regarding
presence of terrorists in village
Aghanzipora area of
Awantipora, a joint cordon &
search operation was launched
by Police, Army (55RR) and
CRPF (130Bn) in the said area.
During the operation, as the
joint search party was laying

cordon around a cluster of
houses, the hiding terrorists
fired indiscriminately upon
search party which was retali-
ated leading to an encounter. In
the ensuing encounter, two
local terrorists identified as
Shahid Mushtaq Bhat resident
of Hafroo Chadoora, Budgam
and Farhan Habib resident of
Hakripora, Pulwama linked
with proscribed terror outfit
LeT were killed and their bod-
ies were retrieved from the site
of encounter.

While interacting with
media, IGP Kashmir Vijay
Kumar said that both the killed
terrorists had joined terror
ranks recently and were
involved in killing of artist
Amreen Bhat in Chadoora area
of Budgam on the directions of
LeT Commander Lateef.

Meanwhile, in Soura area
of Srinagar, a special & small
team of Srinagar Police also
launched a cordon and search
operation in the said area.
During the search, as the pres-
ence of terrorists was ascer-
tained and search party pro-
ceeded towards suspected spot
the hiding terrorists fired indis-
criminately upon search party
which was retaliated leading to
an encounter.

In the ensuing encounter,
two terrorists of proscribed
terror outfit LeT were killed
and their bodies were retrieved
from the site of encounter.
They have been identified as
Shakir Ahmad Waza and
Afreen Aftab Malik both resi-
dents of Trenz Shopian.  

As per police records both
the killed terrorist were cate-
gorized terrorists and were part
of groups involved in several
terror crime cases including
attacks on Police and security
forces. Incriminating materials,
huge cache of arms & ammu-
nition was recovered from both
the sites of encounter. All the
recovered materials have been
taken into case records for fur-
ther investigation.

According to a police
spokesman, "Srinagar Police
along with security forces also
arrested one hybrid terrorist of
proscribed terror outfit LeT
from Bemina area along with
arms and ammunition.

Preliminary investigation
revealed that, the arrested
accused was working as a
hybrid terrorist of proscribed
terror outfit LeT outfit and was
involved in delivering pistols in
Srinagar City to carry out tar-
geted killings.
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Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's

home state of Gujarat
has become the "gate-
way of drugs" to the
country under his
watch, the Congress
alleged on Friday, ques-
tioning the "silence" of
the PM and Home
Minister Amit Shah.

C o n g r e s s
spokesperson Pawan
Khera said there has
been a series of recov-
eries of drug consignments
starting from July, 2017 right
up to this week from several
ports including Mundra and
Pupavav in the state.  Just on
Thursday, 52 kilograms of
cocaine, worth Rs 500 crore,
was recovered from Mundra
Port that had come from Iran,
he alleged at the AICC Press
conference.

When under "pressure
from the Congress", the
Mundra port had announced
they will not handle cargos
from Iran, Pakistan and
Afghanistan, then how the lat-
est consignment of cocaine
was recovered from there, he
asked. 

Khera said the Congress
had to question the govern-

ment on the post of Narcotics
Control Bureau head lying
vacant for 18 months, before
the appointment was made
under "pressure" from the
opposition party.

He alleged Gujarat has
become a "gateway of drugs" to
the country under the watch of
PM Modi and Home Minister
Shah.

"This is a prime minister
who talks more and does less.
On this particular issue, (he has
said) not a word. Why this
silence?" Congress leader said
drugs cannot be traded just at
a retail level and this trade is
always a part of larger global
syndicates which enjoy active
political patronage in whichev-
er country they operate.

Under this government,
Khera alleged, the NCB,
Enforcement Directorate, CBI
and other agencies have been
reduced to dealing with "retail
politics" and are being "mis-
used" by the ruling dispensa-
tion against political oppo-
nents.

Instead of "forcing" these
agencies to deal into "retail pol-
itics", the government should
allow them to focus more on
recovering the wholesale drug
consignments that are coming,
he said.  He also referred to a
major smuggling of drugs that
allegedly happened in June,
2021 and "did not get caught".
He said it involved consign-
ments of 25 tonnes and costing
around Rs 1,75,000 crore.
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A37-year-old mother and
her 8-year-old son were

stabbed to death with knives in
broad daylight in the densely
populated Surendra Nagar of
Qwarsi police station area of
the city. Both were alone in the
house at the time of the inci-
dent and the miscreants left
after  killing them. When the
news of the incident that took
place in the afternoon spread in
the area, the entire staff, includ-
ing the SSP, reached  the spot.
The police was engaged in the
investigation and are probing
all angles including robbery
and enmity. On behalf of the
jewelers, a complaint has been
given expressing the suspicion
of murder in the ongoing dis-
pute with the sister-in-law. 

Lalit Saraf, originally a res-
ident of Bijauli village of
Palimukimpur, has been living
here for more than a decade in
a house on the street opposite
Singhal Sadan and has a shop
in the name of Radhika
Jewelers at Phool Chowk. The

house is survived
by 37-year-old
wife Shikha
Verma, eight-year-
old son
Digwanshu alias
Govinda, besides
two elder daugh-
ters. At the time of
incident, the
daughters had
gone to Mathura at aunt's
house. Lalit was at the shop.
During this, two masked peo-
ple entered the house and
killed both of them and left.
The news of this incident
spread after neighbors peeped
into the house. Lalit himself
reached here on information.

Police officers including
SSP Kalanidhi Naithani also
reached. Two masked men
entering and exiting the house
have been found imprisoned in
CCTV. Several cupboards in
the house were open and items
were found scattered in them.
Lalit has expressed suspicion of
murder in the ongoing dispute
with sister-in-law during inter-
rogation. A complaint has been

lodged against the sister-in-law
and her future husband on sus-
picion of murder. The police is
investigating both the rivalry
murder and the robbery
aspects. There is also a possi-
bility that the goods were
spread to show the incident as
loot or to find something.

Kalanidhi Naithani, SSP
told that the murder of jweller's
wife and son in Saraf 's house
has been taken seriously. In the
investigation and interroga-
tion so far, the matter of mur-
der has come to the fore. Five
teams have been formed. All
the teams have been instruct-
ed to investigate on every
aspect. Soon this matter will be
revealed.
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After the Central Bureau of
Investigation it is the turn

of the Enforcement
Directorate to take a look
into the high-profile Bengal
School Services Commission
recruitment scam that has
already sucked into its vortex
two TMC ministers and a
bevy of retired bureaucrats,
Vice Chancellors etal.

After perusing the Justice
RK Bag Commission report
and conducting a prelimi-
nary inquiry the ED is known
to have registered a case and
sought all the details includ-
ing the copy of the FIR from
the CBI which is currently
investigating the case follow-
ing a Calcutta High Court
order.

The ED was drawn into
the case following reports that
hundreds of crores were
invested in flats, internation-
al schools and other real
estates including separate ken-

nels for a minister’s pets both
within and outside Bengal.
According to sources a whop-
ping Rs 15,000 crore or more
might have changed hands in
the job-for-money scam.

Justice Bag Committee
created by the High Court had
earlier submitted a damaging
1,500 page report in which it
not only showed how fake
candidates were given
appointments by-passing the
merit-listed aspirants at vari-
ous levels of the recruitment
— including Groups C, D, sec-
ondary and higher secondary
teachers — but it declared
appointment of a designated
5-member screening com-
mittee created by then
Education Minister Partho
Chatterjee as total ly  
illegal.

The judicial Panel also
recommended criminal pro-
ceedings against those guilty
leading both the single and the
division bench of the High
Court to order CBI investiga-
tion into the recruitment

scam. Subsequently the Court
also ordered the dismissal of
Ankita Adhikari the daughter
of Minister of State for
Education Paresh Adhikari
who allegedly topped the
merit list of aspiring teachers
for Class XI-XII despite secur-
ing lesser numbers from her
fellow aspirants.

Referring to the new
development,  senior
Trinamool Congress parlia-
mentarian Saugato Roy said
that ED’s entry into the case
was a sheer example of vin-
dictive politics of the Centre.
“I do not know whether the
High Court order cannot be
misinterpreted as the Court
had ordered the CBI to probe
the matter whereas the ED has
not entered the scene … this
indicates vindictive politics
of the Centre,” he said.

Meanwhile, Congress Lok
Sabha Leader Adhir
Chwodhury hit out at Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
for harbouring a whole galaxy
of corrupt ministers.
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The sleuths of the Central
Bureau of Investigation

(CBI) investigating the multi-
crore rupees provident fund
(PF) scam in Uttar Pradesh
Power Corporation Limited
(UPCCL) reportedly made a
big breakthrough when they
arrested Dewan Housing
Finance Ltd (DHFL) promot-
ers Kapil Wadhawan and
Dheeraj Wadhawan, the two
key accused in the 
case.

The arrest was made from
Mumbai and both were pro-
duced by the CBI in the special
court. The CBI team sought
their police custody remand to
grill them in the case. 

Both Kapil and Dheeraj are
alleged to have bought the
Uttar Pradesh Power
Corporation Ltd. (UPPCL)
employees' provident fund
amounting to over Rs 2,267
crore for illegal investment.

Special CBI Court Judge
Vikram Singh decided to hand
over both the accused to the
CBI on seven days’ 
remand.

In the application seeking
remand, the CBI said that in
the initial investigation of the
case, it was found that over Rs
2,267 crore of employees' prov-
ident fund had been misused.

Despite the notification of
the finance ministry, the
accused got a commission of
crores of rupees by investing
the provident fund money in
DHFL. It was said that the
information of those docu-
ments and mediums was to be
obtained from the 
accused.

On the other hand, advo-
cate Pranshu Agarwal, appear-
ing for the defense, opposed the
application. He said that half of
the amount invested in DHFL
had been paid and the accused
were ready to pay the remain-
ing amount.
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Samajwadi Party MLC Lal
Bihari Yadav is likely to be

leader of opposition in the
UP Legislative Council as his
party has sent a proposal in this
regard to the chairman of the
Upper House. 

The tenure of Samajwadi
Party MLC Sanjay Lather, who
was hitherto leader of opposi-
tion, ended on Thursday. The
SP had entrusted the assign-
ment to Lather after the demise
of MLC Ahmed Hassan, who
was the then leader of opposi-
tion in the legislative council.

On Thursday, a proposal
recommending MLC Lal Bihari
Yadav from Varanasi block
teachers' constituency for the
post was sent to the legislative
council chairperson on behalf

of the SP.
A resident of Azamgarh, Lal

Bihari Yadav was elected MLC
in 2020 and his term will expire
in 2026. He was the principal of
Lal Bihari Inter College found-
ed by Uttar Pradesh Secondary
Teachers Association
(Financeless Group).

Yadav shot into the lime-
light by undertaking a 1200 km
Teacher Sandesh Padyatra in 49
days from Ballia to Mathura
and has been continuously
fighting for the interests of
teachers. Also, the upcoming
Azamgarh Lok Sabha byelec-
tion is also believed to be the
reason behind making him
the leader of the opposition in
the legislative council as SP
chief Akhilesh Yadav’s wife
Dimple Yadav is set to be field-
ed by the party from that seat.
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Acase of culpable homicide
was finally registered

against the cops of Baghpat
police after all the three women
— a mother and her two daugh-
ters — who consumed poison
during a police raid on their
house died. The beat sub-
inspector has been placed under
suspension and a special inves-
tigation team (SIT) has been
formed to probe the incident.

The police allegedly mis-
behaved with them following
which they tried to commit sui-
cide. The local superintendent
of police, however, gave a clean
chit to the officials claiming
that the local villagers were also
accompanying the police party
during the raid. He also said

that if any complaint was filed
in this regard, he would get the
incident probed afresh.

Reports confirmed that the
woman and her two daughters
consumed poison last Tuesday
in the presence of police per-
sonnel in their house in
Baghpat after the cops alleged-
ly misbehaved with them.

While Geeta, the mother,
and one of her daughters Preeti,
died while being treated in a
hospital in Meerut on
Thursday, the other daughter,
Swati, died on Wednesday.

Geeta's husband, Mahak
Singh, has lodged an FIR under
Section 306 (abetment to sui-
cide) of the Indian Penal Code
against Chhaprauli police sta-
tion incharge Naresh Pal. Also
named in the FIR are a man

called Kantilal and his two
sons, who had formerly filed a
complaint against Singh's son
Prince and are alleged to have
accompanied the police team to
Singh's residence when the
said incident took place.

On May 3, an FIR was
lodged against 24-year-old
Prince under Section 366 (kid-
napping, abduction and induc-
ing woman to compel her mar-
riage) of the Indian Penal Code,
after Prince and Kantilal's 22-
year-old daughter reportedly
went missing together.

Kantilal's family is Dalit
and Singh is an OBC of black-
smith caste. Last Tuesday night,
the Chhaprauli police raided
Prince's home and during the
course of the raid the three
women consumed poison.
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Athird model was on Friday
found dead in mysterious

conditions in a matter of little
more than a week.

Model-cum-small time
television actress Manjushri
Neyogi was found hanging
from the ceiling fan of her
room at Patuli area in the
southern fringes of Kolkata
just a couple of days after her
friend and co-model Bidisha
De Majumdar was found dead
in similar circumstances at her
Dum Dum flat in northern
Kolkata.

Though the reason of the
death was not clear family
sources did not rule out suicide
as she had been suffering from
depression for quite some time.
The mother of Neyogi who had

married a few months ago told
reporters that she had was suf-
fering from depression and
had attempted suicide earlier
too.

“She looked depressed fol-
lowing her friend Bidisha’s
death and was constantly talk-
ing about her since then,” the
mother of the deceased said.

Little more than a week ago
another actor-cum model
Pallabi Dey had died in simi-
lar circumstances at her Garfa
residence in South Kolkata.

“All these models had suf-
ficient work in their hand
which meant that they were not
depressed due to professional
reasons,” a colleague of De
Majumdar said, adding that she
could be in depression on
account of her break-up with
her boyfriend.
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Congress MP Karti
Chidambaram has written

to Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla regarding his questioning
by the CBI in the Chinese visa
scam case, saying "gross breach
of Parliamentary Privilege by
the central probe agency." Karti
has alleged that during a raid
CBI officers seized "highly con-
fidential" personal notes and
papers pertaining to the
Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Information
and Technology of which he is
a member, and sought redres-
sal for what he said was a
"breach of his parliamentary
privilege".

“I've written to Lok Sabha
Speaker that there has been a
gross breach of Parliamentary

Privilege by the CBI. My parlia-
mentary committee papers that
pertain to IT Committee have
been taken during search and
seizure. No one has the right to
take these confidential papers,”
Karti told a news agency.

"I am writing to you now
because I have become the
victim of a grossly illegal and
patently unconstitutional
action," Karti Chidambaram
said in his letter to Birla.

"The Central Bureau of
Investigation in the garb of
conducting an investigation
into an 11-year-old decision of
the Government in which I
have absolutely no involve-
ment raided my residence in
Delhi," he said. In the course of
this so-called raid, certain offi-
cers of the CBI seized my
"highly confidential and sensi-

tive personal notes and papers"
pertaining to the Parliamentary
Standing Committee for
Information and Technology,
Karti Chidambaram alleged.

"Shockingly, even my draft
notes and questions which I
had intended to ask witnesses
summoned to the Committee,
were also seized," he alleged. He
claimed that his handwritten
notes pertaining to the depo-
sitions made to the Committee
by witnesses were also seized
for reasons best known to the
Agency.

Karti Chidambaram
alleged that these actions by the
CBI, in so far as they relate to
"interference with my duties as
a Parliamentarian, amount to a
direct assault upon democrat-
ic principles on which our
Parliament is founded".
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Acting on the complaint of
illegal arrest and harass-

ment by Lok Sabha MP
Navneet Rana, the Privilege &
Ethics Branch of the Lok
Sabha Secretariat on Friday
issued a notification directing
Maharashtra DGP Rajnish
Seth along with Mumbai's
Police Commissioner Sanjay
Pandey to appear before the
Committee of Oral Evidence
on June 15.

Yashwant Bhanudas,
Superintendent of Women
District Prison Class-2, Byculla
has also been issued with the
same directives. "It may kind-
ly be ensured that the officials
of the Government of
Maharashtra mentioned above

appear before the Committee
of Evidence on the date, time
and venue indicated above," the
order read. 

The development comes
days after Navneet Rana
appeared before the
Parliamentary Privilege
Committee over her allegation
of "patently illegal arrest and
the consequent inhuman treat-
ment meted out to her at Khar
Police Station, Mumbai".
Stating that she had placed
everything in front of the com-
mittee, the Independent MP
said that those responsible for
alleged atrocities should be
punished.

"I have kept everything in
front of the committee right
from the time they arrested me
from my place till 14 days that

I was in the custody. Sanjay
Raut (Rajya Sabha MP and
Shiv Sena leader) is also a part
of it. Now, it is on the com-
mittee to decide. They should
be punished and they will be
punished," Navneet Rana 
said.

Earlier, the Amravati MP
had written a letter to the Lok
Sabha Speaker, and informed
how she along with her MLA
husband Ravi Rana was 'ille-
gally arrested' on April 23
from their Mumbai residence
after they declared to recite the
Hanuman Chalisa outside Shiv
Sena supremo and
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray's residence.
She also alleged being denied
access to drinking water and
washroom after the arrest.
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Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath

on Friday rebutted the charges
of Opposition on zero tolerance
t o w a r d s
c r i m e ,
e m p l o y -
ment, and
free food
grains.  The Chief Minister also
accused the opposition of dou-
ble standards by questioning
the EVM (electronic voting
machines).

“Leader of the Opposition
is insulting the people’s man-
date. The people have returned
the Bharatiya Janata Party to
power due to its hard work and
welfare works done for the
people by the government. 

“The people know who
has laid the foundation of
development works and which
government actually complet-
ed the work. After 37 years a
government has been voted
back to power in Uttar
Pradesh,” the chief minister
said in UP Vidhan Sabha on
Friday while replying to the
debate on the motion of thanks
to Governor Anandiben Patel’s
address to the joint sitting of
the UP legislature.
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hundreds of cases where par-
ties seek interim orders. Even
a day’s delay is crucial for
individuals and causes them
irreparable loss. After all,
courts are the institutions
where complaints and griev-
ances are taken for resolution
and lawyers are the experts
who provide services to
resolve disputes. So, it is a
reflection on the honesty and
integrity of lawyers if they
hold courts to ransom and
cause inconvenience to their
clients by boycotting courts
over petty demands.

The report, prepared by
the Allahabad High Court
and submitted to the Law
Commission of India, states
that the strikes based on res-
olutions passed by Bar asso-
ciations were called on “unac-
ceptable and flimsy grounds”.
In addition, the report says:
“Some of the common caus-
es for strike in all UP districts
were non-declaration of hol-
idays like Agrasen Jayanti,
Basant Panchami, etc.” It
adds: “In most districts, the
strike is virtually institution-
alised. Often these strikes
are called for specific actions,
where a group of lawyers
either do not want a particu-
lar case to be taken up or they

desire a particular matter to
be adjourned.”

However, it is observed
that most lawyers are
opposed to boycotts and do
not approve or support stop-
page of work in courts, except
in extreme cases of threat to
the legal profession or the
independence of judiciary.
They prefer to keep silent in
the face of a vociferous
minority that commands pro-
ceedings at the meetings of
Bar associations and takes
arbitrary decisions on behalf
of all advocates. Judges are
forced to adjourn cases when
lawyers do not appear in the
courtroom. The lawyers who
wish to appear fear obstruc-
tive and violent behaviour
from those on strike. The
vicious circle goes on and the
situation has exacerbated over
the years.

The Supreme Court of
India took the initiative of
stemming the rot by instruct-
ing the Bar Council of India
to suggest ways and means of
putting a stop to these inci-
dents of strikes in courts. The
issue of whether lawyers can
go on strike was dealt with by
the Supreme Court in
Common Cause vs Union of
India (AIR 2005 SC 4442).

The court held that it is
unprofessional for a lawyer to
strike and boycott the court.
The Bar associations should
not permit meetings calling
for such strikes. It is the duty
of the State and National Bar
Councils to take action
against striking Bar associa-
tions and sponsors of boy-
cotts. The courts must hear
matters posted before them
undeterred by boycotts and it
is only in the rarest of rare
cases that abstention from
court is justified, such as dig-
nity, integrity and indepen-
dence of the Bar and Bench,
which must be decided by the
judge. Even this must be
allowed for only one day, the
apex court said.

As the saying “Justice
delayed is justice denied”
goes, the legal professionals
should be aware that with
each boycott, they erode their
image in the eyes of the pub-
lic and the institution that
protects the rule of law. The
Supreme Court should take
steps to seriously enforce its
ruling.

(The writer is a senior
journalist and Chairman,
Panwar Group of Institutions,
Solan, Himachal Pradesh. The
views expressed are personal.)
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Sir — The senseless killing of 19 children
in a classful of innocent kids needs to be
condemned in the strongest terms and
the US flag should be flown at half mast
round the year. Now is the time for the
US to realise its own folly rather than giv-
ing lessons to other countries. We feel
sadness and pity for the young children.
But we have come to the conclusion that
shooting in schools there is a regular fea-
ture and there is no Government con-
trol over such killings. It was pathetic to
know that the children were made to die
in this fashion.

But in the name of God, the brew-
ing up of vengeance made the matter
worse and needs to condemned at all lev-
els. School security must be beefed up in
and around sensitive places to avoid
recurrence of such merciless killings. It
was pathetic to know that the children
killed were aged between seven and 10.
It was notable that the slain children and
teachers were barricaded in a single class-
room by the gunman. It is a regular fea-
ture in the US and the gun culture has
spoiled the future of schoolgoing chil-
dren rather abruptly.

Krishnan S Maniam | Calicut

����

������������
��
�����
�����
Sir — It is appreciable that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi who visited Tamil Nadu
to launch multiple infra structure projects
said to be worth over �31,500 crore has
been accorded a deserving welcome by
the Tamil Nadu Government and its peo-
ple. In his address, Chief Minister MK
Stalin spoke in detail the expectations of
his Government in the Centre-State rela-
tionship and reiterated emphatically that
his Government will extend all support
to the Centre and, at the same time, will
never fail to raise its voice for the rights
of the State.

He also explained what is meant by
the Dravidian model his Government is
pursuing. The Prime Minister touched
upon various infra structure projects in

the State and other developments that
have taken place under his leadership. It
is, however, a great disappointment that
he failed to touch on any of the requests
made by the Chief Minister and went to
continue to recite his prepared speech!
While it is laudable that the PM has
announced schemes worth �31,500 crore
for TN, one only hopes that all of them
will be implemented soon.

Tharcius S Fernando | Chennai
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Sir — As the disruption in global supply
chains on account of the Russian inva-
sion of Ukraine is driving inflation
across the globe, pragmatic protection-
ism appears to be a safe bet for India in
the short run. The decision to put a cap
on sugar exports reflects the lessons learnt
to avoid the problems faced by wheat
traders. With India recording highest
global sales for the first time in six years,
forcing the Government to restrict
exports to the tune of 10 million tonnes

till October 2022, it is a pragmatic step
to ensure that the Government does not
end up buying expensive sugar in future
to meet domestic demand, considering
the current geopolitical uncertainties.

As food inflation is showing an
upward trajectory jumping from 7.68 per
cent in March to 8.38 per cent in April
2022, duty-free import of crude soyabean
and sunflower oil until 2024 follows sim-
ilar relief on crude palm oil and lentils
to ease retail prices. Given the fact that
this grim geopolitical scenario is unlike-
ly to subside soon, increased prices,
aggravated by high energy costs and sup-
ply side bottlenecks are here to stay.
Easing the pain by whatever means
should drive the Government’s policies.
Fiscal policy can be used to top up sup-
port prices and enhance procurement by
the Government.

Vijay Singh Adhikari | Nainital
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Over the years, the dis-
ruption of work in
trial courts due to
strikes by lawyers in

western Uttar Pradesh has put
thousands of litigants to finan-
cial hardship and untold incon-
venience. The gravity of the
matter can be gauged from the
fact that in Uttar Pradesh, more
than 51 lakh cases are pending
in trial courts which is over 25
per cent of total pendency in all
States taken together. A report
prepared by a panel of experts
and submitted to the Allahabad
High Court listing 10 districts
where lawyers disrupted work
for more than 100 days on an
average every year for five years
(March 1, 2010, to March 31,
2016) is an eye opener.

During these five years, in
Muzaffarnagar district, 753 days
were lost due to lawyers’ strike,
at an average of 150 days a year.
In Aligarh, the figure was 697
days (140 days a year), followed
by Agra 690 days (140 days a
year), Faizabad 693 days,
Sultanpur 603 days, Moradabad
596 days, Mathura 591 days,
Ghaziabad 573 days, Balrampur
560 days and Chandauli 524
days. Although the latest data is
not available, the situation has
gone from bad to worse in the
last five years. Taking into con-
sideration the weekly and reli-
gious holidays, trial courts gen-
erally work for an average of 250
days a year. If over 100 days are
lost due to strikes, one can well
understand the reasons for
higher pendency of cases.

Now, the pertinent question
is who benefits from these
strikes? Certainly not the liti-
gants. As it is, it is difficult to get
your case heard, and then there
are frequent adjournments. So
it is deeply frustrating to find
the courts shut on the appoint-
ed day of hearing. There are a
large number of petitions that
require immediate hearing
every day. The foremost exam-
ples are bail applications. If the
courts don’t work, thousands of
citizens are deprived of their
right to resume their freedom.
Urgent interim orders are
sought to protect persons and
properties; cause lists show
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purity. Hencethey worshipped-
various forms of water bodies
including clouds, rivers, lakes and
oceans for securingtheir purity.
Vedic people appreciated that
mountains, hills, grasslands and
riverine regions are repositories of
biodiversity andthere was utmost
necessity for preserving and sus-
taininglife-supporting ecosystems;
hence they worshipped these land-
forms as well. We have been wor-
shipping trees, herbs and creepers
since Vedic time in recognition of
the fact thatall animal forms
depended on these for food, fod-
der, fuel and medicine besides
their utility in maintaining 
carbon neutrality and enriching
biodiversity.  

This belief ensured that the
plants and their products
becomean integral part of our rit-
uals and ceremonies. Plants
likepeepal, banyan and neem
(Triveni), kadamb, bael, tulsi,
aonwla, mango, banana, coconut,
lotus, paan, sandalwood, rudrak-
sha, camphor, parijaat, asoka,
etc., were revered on various
occasions. Vedic people were con-
scious of their nutritious, environ-
mental, medicinal and ornamen-
tal values. Even several forms of
animals and birds were wor-
shipped to showcase their useful-
nessto the ecosystem. Vedas
accorded the status of GOD to all-
forms of natural energy including
Agni and Vayu. Yagnas were per-
formed for the purification of air.
All of these created a conducive
environment for all forms of life
to flourish resulting into great 
biodiversity all around. 

‘Less is More’ and ethical use

of natural resources were two
among the several civilization
traits that governed our lives.
The first sloka of Ishopnishad
taught us ‘Isavasyam Idam
Sarvam, yat kinca jagatyam jagat;
tena tyaktena bhunjitha,

magadha? kasyasvidhanam’
implying that every animate and
inanimate entity in the universe
is controlled and owned by the
Almighty. One should therefore
accept only those things necessary
for himself, which are set aside as
his share, and one must not
accept other things, knowing fully
well to whom it belongs.

For the previous few cen-
turies, especially during the for-
eign rule, Vedic culture, traditions
and value system underwentstark
departure and erosion. Our holis-
tic world view became fragment-
ed,’Less is More’ became ‘More is
Less’, ‘Sarve Bhawantu Sukhinah’
became ‘I Bhawantu Sukhinah’,
‘Vasudhaiv Kutumbakam’ became’
Live in Relationship’ ‘Not Me but
You’ became ‘Not You But Me’,
‘Nature Centric’ became ‘Self
Centric’ and ‘Environmental-
friendly’ became Environmental-
enmity’.Vedic philosophy that
‘Objects around are the extension
of the Self ’ is vanishing now
from our thought and action
process and as a consequence, we
do not stay connected with the
outside world.  We have embraced
an individualistic and con-
sumeristmindset and lifestyle
resulting into the over exploitation
of natural resources. 

Every facet of nature has now
become fragile and vulnerable.
Water bodies are silting-up and

becoming dry, hills are being
destroyed, trees are being cut for
paperand napkins, soils are under
stress to produce more, and envi-
ronmentally friendly dwellings
and things of daily use are
replaced by concrete structures
and plastic made materials,
respectively. The health of soil,
water and airhas become extreme-
lyvulnerable owing to pollution
and excessive use of fertilizers and
pesticides. As a result, the great
biodiversity that ‘Jammu Dweepe
Bharat Khande’supported is dwin-
dling fast. The plants, invertebrate
and vertebrate species inhabiting
the land, water and soil, so essen-
tial for building a shared future for
all life-forms,are under ever-
increasing threat as their habitats
are fast becoming unsuitable for
survival and proliferation of bio-
diversity. Several thousands of
such species have already become
extinct and several thousands are
on the verge of extinction. The
emission of greenhouse gases,
temperature rise and climate
change have crossed all limits. 

Under the circumstances,
should we wish to build and
secure a shared future for all
forms of life on the planet Earth
including Homo sapiens, we need
to restore our Vedic culture, tra-
ditions and ways of interaction
with nature in all spheres of the
human domain. Everyone’s com-
mitment is a must for saving
mother earth and nature. Let us
accept the fact that we have
become cruel to mother Earth and
are inflicting irreparable damage
to its life support system for
actualizing our limitless greed. 
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(The writer is 
Vice-Chancellor, Central

University of Punjab,
Bathinda. The views

expressed are personal.)

Well, my dear, we didn’t
know where to look.
The old codger was

getting away with it again, field-
ing the questions like a man only
nine-tenths of his age, and then
somebody asked him about
Taiwan. He must have rehearsed
that one, but still he blew it - big
time. We’ll be picking up the
pieces for weeks.”

President Joe Biden was
speaking at a Tokyo press con-
ference, looking not a year older
than 79, and somebody asked
him if he were “willing to get
involved militarily to defend
Taiwan if it comes to that?” Since
the official US position on that
question for many years has
been ‘constructive ambiguity’, 
he was supposed to avoid both
‘yes’ and ‘no’.

Biden has been playing the
international game at the high-

est level for longer than most
people have been alive, and he
should know the drill. Say how
much he loves Taiwan and how
devoted he is to its democracy.
He can even mention that he’d
be really disappointed and quite
cross if China invaded it. But he
mustn’t say what the United
States would actually do.

Instead, with a loud clatter,
the president of the United
States jumped the tracks. “Yes”,
he said, “that’s a commitment we
made. The idea that (Taiwan)
could be taken by force, just
taken by force, is not...it would
dislocate the entire region and be
another action similar to what
happened in Ukraine.”

Compounding his crime,
Biden went on to express the
hope that China was paying
attention to how the US and its
allies have responded to the

Russian invasion of Ukraine.
“This is not just about

Ukraine,” he said. China is
watching to see if the Western
response to the invasion stays
strong, or if it loses focus as the
war drags on. It must stay
strong, because otherwise “what
signal does that send to China
about the cost of...attempting to

take Taiwan by force?”
Quite a performance, and

the headlines said things like ‘US
would defend Taiwan militari-
ly if China attacked’. But being
an old codger has its advantages,
and one is that people panic less
when you make some apparent-
ly radical remark or commit-
ment. They’re in doubt as to

whether you just misspoke, or
whether you really meant it. Was
Biden really sending a serious
warning to China, but doing it
in a way that did not compel
China to respond directly? I sus-
pect the answer is yes, because
if you listen closely to what he
said, he did NOT actually
promise to commit American
forces to defend Taiwan against
a Chinese invasion.

He meant it to sound as if he
had said that - warning that
China would be “flirting with
danger” if it invaded Taiwan -
but there was no such definitive
statement.

Maybe Joe Biden has just
lost his marbles, but instilling a
bit more doubt in the Chinese
regime about his likely reaction
in the event of a Chinese attack
on Taiwan is not necessarily a
blunder. ‘Constructive ambigu-

ity’ requires both the ‘yes’ and
the ‘no’ to be plausible, and the
‘yes’ has been losing credibility
recently.

In the much more fraught
case of the US response to the
Russian invasion of Ukraine,
Biden has been notably cautious
in his actions. Before the inva-
sion had even begun, he made
it publicly clear that American
or NATO forces would not
intervene directly to defend
Ukraine.

As the strength of the
Ukrainian forces and the sheer
incompetence of the Russian
army became clear, his willing-
ness to give Ukraine more
advanced weapons in larger
quantities grew. But his seeming-
ly accidental asides about how
Putin cannot remain in power
never become actual policy.
Every option remains open.

This is a man who has been
around the block a few times,
and he knows how the game is
played. So, if I were an adviser
to Taiwan’s president, I would tell
her the most important thing in
the event of a Chinese invasion
attempt is to make a good show
of resistance in the first 
few weeks.

There is no more difficult
military operation than an
opposed amphibious landing,
and China has no real-world
experience of carrying out that
kind of attack across 200 km. of
open ocean. So, if you can hold
the invaders on the beaches for
a week or two, American arms
and supplies will start to flow in
abundance.

But don’t expect US troops
to help you directly. Biden is not
willing for fight a war against
China either. Consider Ukraine.
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(Gwynne Dyer’s new book is
‘The Shortest History of

War’. The views expressed
are personal.)
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�* 6���/�6� The United Nations proclaimed
May 22 as ‘The International Day
for Biological Diversity’ (IDB) to
increase understanding and

awareness of biodiversity issues. The
focal theme of IDB 2022 is ‘Building a
shared future for all life’. For actualizing
this noble mission of the United Nations,
it is of paramount significance that we
revisit the past civilizational discourses
that we have had in protecting nature in
its totality. 

The Civilization heritage of ancient
Bharat is well documented in the Vedas,
the Upanishads, the Puran as and sever-
al other scriptures. The preaching in these
scriptures are the set of norms governing
our cultural and social lives. One of the
greatest and unique strengths of the
Sanatan Dharmahas been its adoration
for nature in its entirety for preserving all
possible and probable habitats for all
forms of life to flourish on the ‘Mother
Earth’. Perhaps, no other civilizational dis-
course, attachedso much significance
and interconnectedness to various facets
of nature as the Sanatan way of lifestyle,
values and virtues. 

In Vedic culture, natural resources
have never been considered commodities
to be consumed for enjoyment and
worldly pleasure as are viewed now.
Contrarily, people were outlawed from the
over exploitation of natural resources.
They were mentored to worship the
divinity that exists in the animate and the
inanimate world including plants, ani-
mals, water, air, soil, fire, stones, hills,
mountains and planets etc, necessary
components for sustaining biodiversity.
Hindus recognised, appreciated and pre-
served the purity of varied facets of nature
in all their life activities.In essence, they
practised nature-centric civilisational
and development discourse that ensured
the longevity of all forms of life.The
degree of respect and interconnectedness
that Sanatan is had with nature is amply
demonstrated by the  Yajurveda sloka nec-
essarily recited on rituals ‘Om dyauh
shanti rantariksham shantih, Prithvi
shanti rapah shantih Oshadhayah shan-
tih; Vanaspatayah shantih, vishvedeva
shanti Brahma shantih; Sarvam shantih,
Shantireva shantih, Saamaa shantiredhih;
Om shaantih, shaantih, shaantih’ mean-
ing that ‘May peace radiate there in the
whole sky as well as in the vast ethereal
space everywhere; May peace reign all
over this earth, in water and in all herbs,
trees and creepers; May peace flow over
the whole universe; May peace be in the
Supreme Being Brahman; And may there
always exist in all peace and peace alone’.
All sphere of human activitiescentred
onthe purity of nature and were 
zero-emission and zero-waste based. 

Vedic peoplehada co-existential frame
of mind with the lithosphere, hydros-
phere, biosphere and atmosphere. They
knew that life originated in water and can-
not be sustained without ensuring its
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Sri Lanka's prime minister
said on Thursday that he

will quickly prepare an eco-
nomic reform programme and
seek approval from the
International Monetary Fund
— because global inflation and
the financial impact of Russia's
invasion of Ukraine on other
countries could limit their abil-
ity to help the island nation.

Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe said that offi-
cials have reached agreement
on basic reforms concepts with
the IMF and that he plans to
have the economic reform pro-
gram ready within two weeks.
After it is finalised, an IMF del-

egation will visit Sri Lanka to
evaluate the programme.

"I have placed my special
attention on this because of the
present global situation, the war
in Ukraine and global inflation.
From what we can see a num-
ber of countries may have to
face economic problems like
ours," Wickremesinghe said. 

He added: "At the moment
the United States and the
Europe are spending a lot on
the war and there is a possibil-
ity of the aid given to us being
reduced." 

Sri Lanka is nearly bank-
rupt with an acute foreign cur-
rency crisis that resulted in a
foreign debt default. The coun-
try announced last month that

it is suspending nearly $7 bil-
lion foreign debt repayment
due for this year out of about
$25 billion due through 2026.
Sri Lanka's total foreign debt
stands at $51 billion. The IMF
said in a statement Thursday
said that a team remotely con-
cluded initial discussions about
Sri Lanka's reform plan on
Tuesday.

"The team made good
progress in assessing the eco-
nomic situation and in identi-
fying policy priorities to be
taken going forward," the state-
ment said. 

The statement added that
discussions focused on restor-
ing fiscal sustainability while
protecting the vulnerable and

poor; ensuring monetary pol-
icy credibility and exchange
rate regimes; preserving finan-
cial sector stability; and struc-
tural reforms to enhance eco-
nomic growth and strengthen
governance.

"We expect that these dis-
cussions will help the authori-
ties formulate their reform
programme," the IMF said.

Sri Lanka's former finance
minister Ali Sabry has said that
badly timed tax cuts led to a
reduction in government rev-
enue, reducing the country's
ability to borrow and releasing
existing reserves to maintain
the US dollar at a fixed rate
against the local currency - and
that those factors triggered the

foreign currency crisis. 
Also  the COVID-19 pan-

demic nearly severely reduced
tourism revenue, one of the
country's economic lifelines.
The economic crisis has caused
a reduction of imports of goods
and industrial raw material,
prompting an acute shortage of
essential items like food, med-
icine, cooking gas and other
fuel, toilet paper and even
matches. Sri Lankans for
months have been forced to
wait in lines lasting hours out-
side stores to buy fuel and
cooking gas.

Protesters have occupied
the entrance to President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa's office
for nearly 50 days, demanding

his resignation because they
blame him and his powerful,
and politically connected fam-
ily for the economic crises. The
protests have nearly dismantled
the powerful Rajapaksa polit-
ical dynasty after the president's
brother resigned as prime min-
ister amid countrywide vio-
lence earlier this month, when
his supporters attacked peace-
ful protesters. 

Two of the president's
other siblings and nephew
resigned from their Cabinet
posts.Wickremesinghe has
promised to propose constitu-
tional changes to curtail pres-
idential powers, strengthen
Parliament and resolve Sri
Lanka's economic difficulties.
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China and Russia vetoed a
U.N. Resolution sponsored

by the United States on
Thursday that would have
imposed tough new sanctions
on North Korea for its spate of
intercontinental ballistic missile
launches that can be used to
deliver nuclear weapons.

The vote in the 15-member
Security Council was 13-2 and
marked a first serious division
among the five veto-wielding
permanent members of the
U.N.'s most powerful body on
a North Korea sanctions reso-
lution.

A united Security Council
imposed sanctions after North
Korea's first nuclear test explo-
sion in 2006 and tightened
them over the years seeking to
rein in its nuclear and ballistic
missile programs and cut off
funding.

U.S. Ambassador Linda
Thomas-Greenfield appealed
for unity before Thursday's
vote, calling North Korea's six
ICBM tests this year "a threat
to the entire international com-

munity." 
She stressed that in the last

sanctions resolution adopted by
the council in December 2017,
members committed to further
restricting petroleum exports
to North Korea if it conducted
a ballistic missile launch capa-
ble of reaching intercontinen-
tal ranges.

North Korea suspended
ICBM tests for five years, but
she urged the council to act
against its "dangerous and
threatening" ICBM launches in
the last five months including
one on Wednesday.

China's U.N. Ambassador
Zhang Jun reiterated Beijing's
opposition to new sanctions
against North Korea ahead of
Thursday's vote. He called
instead for the United States to
take "meaningful, practical
actions" to resume its dialogue
with the country and find a

political solution to the situa-
tion on the Korean Peninsula,
where the 1950-53 war between
North Korea and South Korea
stopped with an armistice, not
a peace treaty.

With tensions on the
peninsula, Zhang said, it's
important to stay calm, avoid
any provocative actions and
"really give hope" to the
Democratic People's Republic
of Korea -- the country's offi-
cial name -- by lifting some
sanctions instead of imposing
new ones.

"We do not think addi-
tional sanctions will be helpful
in responding to current situ-
ation," he told reporters
Thursday. "It can only get sit-
uation even worse. … so that's
what we really want to avoid." 

Alluding to U.S. "pivot to
Asia" reflecting rise of China as
an economic and military
power and America's most sig-
nificant competitor, Zhang
said, "We do not want to see
anyone make use of DPRK sit-
uation or Korean Peninsula sit-
uation as a card for their strate-
gic or geopolitical agenda."
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Democrats' first attempt at
responding to back-to-

back mass shootings in Buffalo
and Uvalde, Texas, failed in
Senate as Republicans blocked
a domestic terrorism bill that
would have opened debate on
difficult questions surrounding
hate crimes and gun safety.

Senate Majority Leader
Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., tried
to nudge Republicans into tak-
ing up a domestic terrorism bill
that had cleared House quick-
ly last week after mass shoot-
ings at a grocery store in
Buffalo, New York, and a
church in Southern California
targeting people of color. 

He said it could become
basis for negotiation. But
Thursday vote failed along
party lines, raising fresh doubts
about possibility of robust
debate, let alone eventual com-
promise, on gun safety mea-
sures. The final vote was 47-47,
short of 60 needed to take up
bill. All Republicans voted
against it. “We're disappointed,”

said White House press secre-
tary Karine Jean-Pierre. She
said it 's "shameful" that
National Rifle Association and
others have stood in the way of
advancing such measures but
encouraged Congress to press
ahead. 

“The president has been
very clear that's it's time to act,"
she said. Rejection of bill, just
two days after  mass shooting
at a Texas elementary school
that killed 19 children and
two teachers, brought into
sharp relief Congress' persistent
failure to pass legislation to
curb nation's epidemic of gun
violence. 

It also underscored preva-
lence of mass shootings in the
U.S. As Congress struggled to
react to earlier shootings but
was confronted by yet another
massacre. Schumer said he will
give bipartisan negotiations in
Senate about two weeks, while
Congress is away for a break, to
try to forge a compromise bill
that could pass 50-50 Senate,
where 60 votes will be needed
to overcome a filibuster.
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When China signed a secu-
rity pact with the

Solomon Islands in April it
raised concerns from the US
and its allies that Beijing may
be seeking a military outpost in
the South Pacific, an area of
traditional American naval
dominance.

But China upped the ante
further this week, reaching out
to the Solomon Islands and
nine other island nations with
a sweeping security proposal
that, even if only partially
realised, could give it a presence
in the Pacific much nearer
Hawaii, Australia, New Zealand
and on the doorstep of the
strategic American territory
of Guam.

China insists its proposals
are targeted at regional stabil-
ity and economic growth, but
experts and governments fear
that beneath the surface, it is a
brazen attempt to expand its
influence in a strategically crit-
ical area.

David Panuelo, the presi-

dent of Micronesia, one of the
nations targeted by China,
warned the others against sign-
ing on, saying it "threatens to
bring a new Cold War at best,
and a world war at worst."

"Aside from the impacts on
our sovereignty ... It increases
the chances of China getting
into conflict with Australia,
Japan, United States and New
Zealand on the day when
Beijing decides to invade
Taiwan," Panuelo warned in a
letter obtained by The
Associated Press, noting China
has not ruled out using force to
take the self-governing island,
which it claims as its own ter-
ritory.

A draft of the proposal
obtained by The Associated
Press shows that China wants
to train Pacific police officers,
team up on "traditional and
non-traditional security" and
expand law enforcement coop-
eration. 

China also wants to joint-
ly develop a marine plan for
fisheries, and raises the possi-
bility of a free trade area with
the Pacific nations.
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China on Friday criticised a
speech by US Secretary of

State Antony Blinken that
focused on relations between
world's top two economic
powers, saying US was seek-
ing to smear Beijing's reputa-
tion.

In his Thursday address,
Blinken said administration of
President Joe Biden wants to
lead international bloc
opposed to Russia's invasion
of Ukraine into a broader
coalition to counter what it
sees as a more serious, long-
term threat to global order
from China.

Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Wang Wenbin
responded that US was "essen-
tially spreading disinforma-
tion" and "smearing China's
domestic and foreign policy." 

Tivaouane (Senegal): Police
were on guard and nearby res-
idents and parents stood
mourning outside a hospital in
Senegal where a fire in the
neonatal unit killed 11 new-
borns. 
Only three infants could be
saved, President Macky Sall
said before calling on Thursday
for three days of mourning for
the young lives lost.

Mamadou Mbaye,
who witnessed the fire
Wednesday at the Abdoul Aziz
Sy Dabakh Hospital in
Tivaouane, a town 120 kilo-
meters (75 miles) northeast of
the capital, Dakar, told The
Associated Press that condi-
tions inside the hospital were
"atrocious."

"It was hot and smoky
inside with a suffocating heat,
and there was a power outage,"
Mbaye said.Grieving parents
were still in shock."I baptized
my child on Wednesday and he
was baptized here in the hos-
pital. APT
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Turkey's foreign minister
says Sweden and Finland

must now take "concrete steps"
to alleviate his country's secu-
rity concerns to overcome
Ankara's objections to their
NATO membership bid.

Foreign Minister Mevlut
Cavusoglu said Friday that
delegations from the two
Nordic countries have returned
home with Turkey's demands
after a visit this week and
Ankara is awaiting their
answers.

The countries' member-
ship bids require support from
all NATO countries, but Turkey
is objecting to them. It has cited
alleged support for Kurdish
militants that Turkey considers
terrorists and restrictions on
weapons sales to Turkey.

Cavusoglu said that "an
approach of we'll convince
Turkey in time anyway, we are
friends and allies' would not be
correct." 
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The World Health
Organisation says nearly

200 cases of monkeypox have
been reported in more than 20
countries not usually known to
have outbreaks of the unusual
disease, but described the epi-
demic as "containable" and
proposed creating a stockpile to
equitably share the limited vac-
cines and drugs available
worldwide.

During a public briefing on
Friday, the UN health agency
said there are still many unan-
swered questions about how
the current epidemic arose,
but there is no evidence that
any genetic changes in the
virus are responsible for the
unprecedented epidemic. 

"The first sequencing of the
virus shows that the strain is
not different from the strains
we can find in endemic coun-
tries and (this outbreak) is
probably due more to a change
in human behaviour," said Dr

Sylvie Briand, WHO's director
of pandemic and epidemic dis-
eases. Earlier this week, a top
adviser to WHO said the out-
break in Europe, US, Israel,
Australia and beyond was like-
ly linked to sex at two recent
raves in Spain and Belgium. 

That marks a significant
departure from the disease's
typical pattern of spread in cen-
tral and western Africa, where
people are mainly infected by
animals like wild rodents and
primates, and outbreaks haven't
spilled across borders.

On Friday, Spanish author-
ities said the number of cases
there had risen to 98, includ-
ing one woman, whose infec-
tion is "directly related" to a

chain of transmission that had
been previously limited to men,
according to officials in the
region of Madrid. 

Doctors in Britain, Spain,
Portugal, Canada, the US and
elsewhere have noted that the
majority of infections to date
have been in gay and bisexual
men, or men who have sex with
men. 

The disease is no more
likely to affect people because
of their sexual orientation and
scientists warn the virus could
infect others if transmission
isn't curbed. 

WHO's Briand said that
based on how past outbreaks of
the disease in Africa have
evolved, the current situation
appeared "containable."

Still, she said WHO expect-
ed to see more cases reported
in the future, noting "we don't
know if we are just seeing the
peak of the iceberg (or) if
there are many more cases
that are undetected in com-
munities," she said. 
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Russian forces on Friday
pounded the last Ukrainian

strongholds in a separatist-
controlled eastern province of
Ukraine, including a city where
authorities said 1,500 people
have been killed and 60% of
residential buildings destroyed
since the start of the war. 

Ukraine's foreign minister
warned that without a new
injection of foreign weapons,
Ukrainian forces would not be
able to stop Russia from seiz-
ing Sievierodonetsk and near-
by Lysychansk, locations that
are crucial to Russia's goal of
capturing all of Ukraine's
industrial Donbas region. 

The cities are the last areas
under Ukrainian control in
Luhansk, one of two provinces
that make up the region.
Russian forces have made slow
but persistent advances as they
bombarded and sought to
encircle both Lysychansk and
Sievierodonetsk.

"The Russians are pound-

ing residential neighborhoods
relentlessly," regional gover-
nor Serhiy Haidai wrote in a
Telegram post Friday. "The
residents of Sievierodonetsk
have forgotten when was the
last time there was silence in
the city for at least half an
hour."

Russian shelling killed four
people in the city over the past
24 hours, he said. 

Mayor Oleksandr Stryuk
said late Thursday that at least
1,500 people have been killed
in Sievierodonetsk since Russia
invaded Ukraine on Feb. 24.
About 12,000 to 13,000 remain
in the city - down from a pre-
war population of about
100,000 - and 60% of residen-
tial buildings have been
destroyed, he said.

Stryuk said a Russian
reconnaissance and sabotage
group entered a city hotel, and
that the main road between
neighboring Lysychansk and
the city of Bakhmut to the
southwest remains open, but
travel is dangerous. He said

only 12 people were able to be
evacuated Thursday.

In Donetsk, the Donbas

region's other province, Russia-
backed rebels claimed Friday to
have taken control of Lyman, a

large railway hub north of two
more key cities that remained
under Ukrainian control. 

There was no immediate
confirmation from Ukrainian
officials.

With Ukraine's hopes of
stopping the Russian advance
fading, Ukrainian Foreign
Minister Dmytro Kuleba plead-
ed with Western nations to pro-
vide his country with more
weapons so its defenders were
equipped to "push (the Russian
forces) back." "We need heavy
weapons. The only position
where Russia is better than us,
it's the amount of heavy
weapons they have. Without
artillery, without multiple
launch rocket systems we won't
be able to push them back,"
Kuleba said in a video posted
on Twitter Thursday night.

He said the situation in the
east was "even worse than peo-
ple say. ... If you really care for
Ukraine, weapons, weapons
and weapons again."

In his nightly address to the
nation, Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy had
some harsh words for the
European Union, which has
not agreed on a sixth round of
sanctions that includes an
embargo on Russian oil.

"Of course, I am grateful to
our friends who are promoting
new sanctions," the Ukrainian
leader said. "But where did
those who block the sixth
package get so much power?
Why are they still allowed to
have so much power, including
in intra-European procedures?

Zelenskyy also spoke
bluntly about what's at stake in
the battle for eastern Ukraine.

"Pressure on Russia is lit-
erally a matter of saving lives,"
he said. "And every day of
delay, weakness, various dis-
putes or proposals to appease'
the aggressor at the expense of
the victim is new killed
Ukrainians. And new threats to
everyone on our continent."

Moscow pressed the West
on Thursday to lift sanctions
already imposed over the war,
seeking to shift the blame for
a growing global food crisis
that has been worsened by
Kyiv's inability to ship millions
of tons of grain and other
agricultural products while
under attack. 
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Moscow has pressed the
West  to lift sanctions

against Russia over the war in
Ukraine, seeking to shift the
blame for a growing food cri-
sis that has been worsened by
Kyiv's inability to ship millions
of tons of grain and other agri-
cultural products due to the
conflict.

Britain immediately
accused Russia of "trying to
hold the world to ransom,"
insisting there would be no
sanctions relief, and a top U.S.
Diplomat blasted the "sheer
barbarity, sadistic cruelty and
lawlessness" of the invasion.

Russian President
Vladimir Putin told Italian
Prime Minister Mario Draghi
that Moscow "is ready to make
a significant contribution to
overcoming the food crisis
through the export of grain
and fertilizer on the condition

that politically motivated
restrictions imposed by the
West are lifted," according to a
Kremlin readout of the call.

Ukraine is one of the
world's largest exporters of
wheat, corn and sunflower oil,
but the war and a Russian
blockade of its ports has halt-
ed much of that flow, endan-
gering world food supplies.
Many of those ports are now
also heavily mined.

Russia also is a significant
grain exporter, and Kremlin
spokesman Dmitri Peskov said
the West "must cancel the
unlawful decisions that ham-
per chartering ships and
exporting grain." His com-
ments appeared to be an effort
to lump the blockade of
Ukrainian exports with what
Russia says are its difficulties
in moving its own goods.

Western officials have dis-
missed those claims. U.S.
Secretary of State Antony

Blinken noted last week that
food, fertilizer and seeds are
exempt from sanctions
imposed by the U.S. And many
others - and that Washington
is working to ensure countries
know the flow of those goods
should not be affected.

With the war grinding into
its fourth month, world lead-
ers have ramped up calls for
solutions. World Trade
Organization Director-General
Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala said
about 25 million tons of
Ukrainian grain is in storage
and another 25 million tons

could be harvested next
month.

European countries have
tried to ease the crisis by mov-
ing grain out of the country by
rail - but trains can carry only
a small fraction of what
Ukraine produces, and ships
are needed for the bulk of the
exports.

At the same time, the
Russian Defense Ministry pro-
posed corridors to allow for-
eign ships to leave ports along
the Black Sea, as well as
Mariupol on the Sea of Azov.

Mikhail Mizintsev, who
heads Russia's National
Defense Control Center, said
70 foreign vessels from 16
countries are in six ports on the
Black Sea, including Odesa,
Kherson and Mykolaiv. He
did not specify how many
might be ready to carry food.

Ukrainian Foreign

Minister Dmytro Kuleba said
his country was ready to agree
on safe corridors in principle
- but that it was not sure it
could trust that Russia "will not
violate the agreement on the
safe passage and its military
vessels will not sneak into the
harbor and attack Odesa."

British Foreign Secretary
Liz Truss said Putin was "try-
ing to hold the world to ran-
som" by demanding some
sanctions be lifted before
allowing Ukrainian grain ship-
ments to resume.

"He's essentially
weaponized hunger and lack of
food among the poorest peo-
ple around the world," Truss
said on a visit to Sarajevo.
"What we cannot have is any
lifting of sanctions, any
appeasement, which will sim-
ply make Putin stronger in the
longer term."

Putin said "it's impossible,
utterly unrealistic in the mod-
ern world" to isolate Russia.
Speaking via video to members
of the Eurasian Economic
Forum, which is comprised of
several ex-Soviet nations, he
said those who try would "pri-
marily hurt themselves," citing
broken food supply chains.

Michael Carpenter, the
U.S. Ambassador to the
Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe, urged
its members to provide
Ukraine with what it needs to
defend itself against Putin's
"revanchist delusions."

If Russia achieved "success"
in Ukraine, "there would be
more horrific reports from fil-
tration camps, more forcibly
displaced people, more sum-
mary executions, more torture,
more rape, and more looting,"
Carpenter said in Vienna.
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AUkrainian regional gover-
nor says that four people

have been killed in the eastern
city of Sievierodonetsk over the
past 24 hours by Russian
shelling.

One more person was
killed by a Russian shell in the
village of Komushuvakha.

Serhiy Haidai, the governor
of the Luhansk region, wrote in
a Telegram post on Friday that
"the residents of
Sievierodonetsk have forgotten
when was the last time there
was silence in the city for at
least half an hour".

He said that "the Russians
are pounding residential neigh-
bourhoods relentlessly".

�)�
�	�A�;���������)�����
�	� ���������	��
)�
�����	�

�
�� "	�-


Belarusian President
Alexander Lukashenko

said he was forming a south-
ern military command and
sending battalion tactical
groups to the area that borders
Ukraine.

Lukashenko did not give
details, but battalion tactical
groups typically consist of
mechanized infantry including
tanks. The territory of Belarus
was used for rocket attacks on
Ukraine, but the military of
Belarus did not take part in the
Russian ground operation.

Ukrainian authorities have
expressed concern that Belarus
may agree to a wider partici-
pation in the war.

Western allies are consid-
ering whether to allow Russian
oligarchs to buy their way out
of sanctions and using the
money to rebuild Ukraine,
according to government offi-
cials familiar with the matter.

Canadian Deputy Prime
Minister and Finance Minister
Chrystia Freeland proposed
the idea at a G-7 finance min-
isters' meeting in Germany
last week.

Freeland raised the issue
after oligarchs spoke to her
about it, one official said. The
Canadian minister knows
some Russian oligarchs from
her time as a journalist in
Moscow. The official said the
Ukrainians were aware of the
discussions. The official said
it's also in the West's interests
to have prominent oligarchs
dissociate themselves with
Russian President Vladimir

Putin while at the same time
providing funding for Ukraine.

The officials spoke on con-
dition of anonymity as they
were not authorized to speak
publicly about internal G-7 dis-
cussions.

Finland's Prime Minister
Sanna Marin has become the
latest European leader to visit
Ukraine.

Marin met with Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy on Thursday in
Kyiv.

Finnish public broadcast-
er YLE says she also visited the
towns of Bucha and Irpin
where Russian soldiers are
alleged to have killed civilians.

Zelenskyy thanked Marin
for Finland's weapons deliver-
ies and its support for sanc-
tions against Russia.

Jolted by Russia's invasion
of Ukraine, Finland recently
broke with its policy of non-
alignment and applied for
membership in NATO, togeth-
er with neighboring Sweden.

The head of the Russia-
backed separatist region in
eastern Ukraine says that there
may be more Ukrainian fight-
ers hiding at the sprawling
Azovstal steel mill in Mariupol,
even after Moscow officially
declared the operation of tak-
ing control over it successful
and completed.

Denis Pushilin of the
Donetsk People's Republic said
of the Ukrainian fighters on
Thursday: "They could be hid-
ing....They could be lost some-
where, lagged behind" the ones
who surrendered and were
captured.

The Russian military
declared Azovstal and all of
Mariupol "completely liberat-
ed" on May 20 and reported

that a total of 2,439 fighters had
come out of the last pocket of
Ukrainian resistance in the
besieged city.
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Gwalior: There was no short-
age of wheat in India, but the
Centre has imposed a ban on
its export to check “rampant”
overseas sales of the grain,
Union Agriculture Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar has
said.

Speaking to reporters after
attending a function here on
Thursday, Tomar said it was the
government’s duty to maintain
a balance in the market.

“For us, the nation’s inter-
est comes first. And that is why
there was no shortage of wheat
in the country. It is the gov-
ernment’s duty to maintain a
balance in the market. Hence,
we have imposed a ban to
check rampant export of the
food grain. We have to meet the
country’s demand,” the minis-
ter said.

On May 14, India, the
world’s second biggest pro-
ducer of the cereal, announced
a ban on wheat exports as a
part of measures to control ris-
ing domestic prices amid con-
cerns of output being hit by
scorching heatwave.

India’s wheat exports stood
at an all-time high of 7 million
tonnes, valuing USD 2.05 bil-
lion, in 2021-22 on better
demand of Indian wheat from
overseas. Of the total wheat

exports, around 50 per cent
went to Bangladesh.

Tomar said India has to
also look after the foodgrain
needs of its neighbours.

“Our neighbouring coun-
tries depend on us. Many coun-
tries in the world need food-
grains, and they are looking at
India. We have a responsibili-
ty to our neighbouring coun-
tries,” he said.

“To discharge all these
responsibilities, we have taken
the decision (to ban export) by
checking our account (stock),”
the minister said, responding to
a query on the Congress’s alle-
gation that overseas shipment
of wheat was stopped without
any planning. PTI
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New Delhi: Logistics company TCI Express on Friday posted
over 14 per cent fall in its net profit at Rs 35.93 crore during the
March 2022 quarter. The company had clocked a net profit of
Rs 42.57 crore in the same period of FY21, it said in a regula-
tory filing.

Its total income, however, increased to Rs 300.28 crore in the
quarter from Rs 282.86 crore in the year-ago period.

The company’s expenses soared to Rs 251.43 crore in the said
period from Rs 228.12 crore a year ago.

In the entire 2021-22 fiscal year, the company’s net profit
rose by about 29 per cent to Rs 128.85 crore from Rs 100.60 crore
in the preceding financial year.

The company clocked a turnover of Rs 1,081.47 crore dur-
ing FY22, higher from Rs 843.99 crore a year ago. In a separate
statement, the company’s managing director Chander Agarwal
said the last quarter of the fiscal has ended on an overall posi-
tive note.”Some operating constraints were present in January
due to regional restrictions, but these were offset with subsequent
recovery and strong demand from SME customers. EBITDA for
the quarter stood at Rs 52 crore, registering a sequential growth
of 6.2 per cent with margins of 17.4 per cent.” PTI

Dubai: Government and busi-
ness leaders in India and the
UAE have held a series of
high-level meetings focused
on opportunities within the
energy transition and industrial
growth.

The meetings were held on
the sidelines of UAE Climate
Envoy and Minister of Industry
and Advanced Technology Dr
Sultan Al Jaber’s visit to New
Delhi on Thursday, UAE’s offi-
cial news agency Wam 
said.

Union Environment
Minister Bhupender Yadav on
Thursday met Al Jaber and the
two discussed issues relating to
climate change, hosting of COP

28 and other related matters.
Prior to the bilateral meeting,
a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) on cli-
mate action was also signed by
the two ministers to establish
a framework to facilitate and
enhance bilateral cooperation
on climate action, and also con-
tribute towards implementing
the Paris Agreement.

Following Dr Al Jaber’s
meeting with Yadav, the UAE
and India agreed to expand
bilateral cooperation towards
accelerated climate action and
implementation of the Paris
agreement, including public-
private partnership across
renewable power deployment,

agriculture efficiency, green
hydrogen, sustainable finance,
and carbon market develop-
ment, the official Wam news
agency reported.

The UAE-India coopera-
tion in climate aims to support
India’s ambition to achieve 450
gigawatts (GW) of renewable
energy installed capacity by
2030 and aligns with the UAE’s
ambitions to expand its low and
zero-carbon energy capabilities.

The UAE delegation also
met with Indian business lead-
ers discussing new opportuni-
ties, particularly those in decar-
bonisation and climate solu-
tions. PTI
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New Delhi:
Gold in the
n a t i o n a l
capital on
F r i d a y
j u m p e d
�303 to �50,939 per 10 grams
in line with rally in interna-
tional precious metal prices,
according to HDFC Securities.

The precious metal settled
at �50,636 per 10 grams in the
previous trade.

Silver also rallied by �1,023
to �62,365 per kg from �61,342
per kg in the previous trade.

In the international mar-
ket, gold was trading higher at
USD 1,859 per ounce and sil-
ver gained marginally to USD
22.22 per ounce. “Gold prices
traded higher with spot gold
prices at COMEX trading
around half a per cent up at
USD 1,859 per ounce on
Friday,” said Tapan Patel, Senior
Analyst (Commodities) at
HDFC Securities. PTI 

New Delhi: Capital markets
regulator Sebi on Friday
tweaked the standard operating
procedure specifying steps to
be taken by stock exchanges,
clearing corporations and
depositories for dealing with
possible defaults by trading or
clearing members.

The measures are aimed at
protecting the interest of non-
defaulting clients of trading
members (TMs) or clearing
members (CMs) in the likely
event of default.

The regulator, in consulta-
tion with the Market
Infrastructure Institutions, has
decided to modify the frame-
work in order to provide equi-
table distribution of funds
amongst investors, according to
a circular.

Under the new framework,
within 30 trading days from
crystallization of balances,
stock exchanges (SEs) or clear-
ing corporations (CCs) will

have to endeavour to settle the
claims of maximum number of
clients by way of interim mea-
sures under their supervision,
prior to issuing show cause
notice (SCN) for declaring the
TM a defaulter.

The TM is required to be
instructed to pay small
investors out of available funds
and own resources (movable
and immovable) under the
supervision of the SEs.

Further, the unencum-
bered deposits available with
the SEs or CCs, after adjusting
their dues and maintaining
the minimum base capital
requirement, will also be
utilised for settling the credit
balance of investors starting
from the smallest 
amount.

“Such amount shall be paid
in full to all such investors hav-
ing credit balance up to the
amount of �25 lakh, subject to
availability of funds. PTI
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Mumbai: Equity indices
extended their winning run to
a second straight session on
Friday, buoyed by robust
demand for IT, bank and auto
stocks amid a supportive trend
overseas.

The two-day rally also
helped the benchmarks post
their second straight weekly
advance, in lockstep with a
global rebound despite linger-
ing concerns over high infla-
tion and coordinated policy
tightening by central banks.

Continuing with the pre-
vious session’s momentum, the
30-share BSE Sensex rallied
632.13 points or 1.17 per cent
to settle at 54,884.66.

Similarly, the broader NSE
Nifty jumped 182.30 points or
1.13 per cent to 16,352.45.

Tech Mahindra was the
top performer in the Sensex
pack, spurting 4.10 per cent,
followed by IndusInd Bank,
Wipro, Bajaj Finance, M&M,
Infosys, L&T and Bajaj Finserv.

On the other hand, NTPC,
Bharti Airtel, PowerGrid, Tata
Steel, Reliance Industries, Asian
Paints and Nestle were the lag-
gards, slumping as much as
2.43 per cent.

“Joining the global rally,
the investors were in a buying
mood following favourable
retail earnings in the US.
Receding FII selling also pro-

vided comfort to the domestic
market in bringing down
volatility.

“The RBI’s upcoming pol-
icy meeting will be a key fac-
tor in the market, where they
are expected to announce an
additional policy rate hike of
25-35 bps,” said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research at Geojit
Financial Services.

On a weekly basis, the
Sensex climbed 558.27 points
or 1.02 per cent, while the Nifty
gained 86.30 points or 0.53 per
cent.

“The recent rebound shows
that we’re just mirroring the
global markets, especially the
US and it may continue ahead

as well. Besides, upcoming
macroeconomic data and auto
sales numbers will also be in
focus... Meanwhile, we recom-
mend maintaining a positive
yet cautious approach and
focusing more on stock selec-
tion,” said Ajit Mishra, VP -
Research, Religare Broking Ltd.

In the broader markets, the
BSE midcap gauge jumped 1.69
per cent and the smallcap index
gained 1.20 per cent in Friday’s
session. Among BSE sectoral
indices, IT jumped 2.38 per
cent, followed by teck (1.84 per
cent), capital goods (1.69 per
cent), industrials (1.58 per cent),
auto (1.50 per cent) and bank
(1.35 per cent). PTI
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New Delhi: India has the
potential to become a non-
alcoholic beverage hub and
the country’s non-alcoholic
beverage market is expected to
touch a market size of �1.47
lakh crore by 2030, says a
report.

According to the report by
economic policy think tank
ICRIER, “the size of the mar-
ket was estimated at �671 bil-
lion (�67,100 crore) in 2019,
which is projected to reach
around �1,472.33 billion
(�1,47,233 crore) in 2030, in the
realistic scenario.”

“India has the potential to
become a non-alcoholic bev-
erage hub, given its endow-
ments of raw materials, labour
and policy support for encour-
aging food processing in the
country,” the report said.

Bottled water and carbon-
ated soft drinks still account for
the bulk of the non-alcoholic
beverages sector, the report
said, adding that the market for
juices, energy drinks, tea, milk
and coffee-based beverages
and organic drinks is expand-
ing. In India, domestic con-
sumption and exports are low,
compared to ASEAN countries

and there is enough space to
grow for the non-alcoholic
beverage industry.

“India’s per capita sales
volume was just 21.36 litres in
2018, and exports were worth
USD 29.89 million in 2020.
There is scope for increasing
both domestic sales volume
and diversifying products and
export markets. For example,
India can develop and export
organic fruit-based drinks,” it
said.The study found that the
non-alcoholic beverage sector
contributes significantly to the
Indian economy in terms of
value addition and job creation.

“The total job creation
from this sector is estimated to
be 6.91 lakh which includes
employment creation both in the
upstream and downstream
operations,” the study said. PTI
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Mumbai: The number of bank
notes of �2000 denomination
has steadily declined over the
years to touch 214 crore or 1.6
per cent of the total currency
notes in circulation at the end
of March this year, according to
RBI annual report.

The total number of cur-
rency notes of all denomina-
tions in circulation stood at
13,053 crore as of March this
year, up from 12,437 crore
from the year-ago period.

At the end of March 2020,
the number of � 2000 denom-
ination notes in circulation
stood at 274 crore, accounting
for 2.4 per cent of the total
number of currency notes in
circulation. The count declined
to 245 crore or 2 per cent of the
total bank notes in circulation
as of March 2021 and further
fell to 214 crore or 1.6 per cent

at the end of last fiscal year.
In value terms also, the

�2000 denomination notes
dipped from 22.6 per cent of
the total value of currency
notes in circulation to 17.3 per
cent at the end of March 2021
and further to 13.8 per cent at
the end of March 2022.

According to the report,
the number of �500 denomi-
nation notes in circulation rose
to 4,554.68 crore at the end of
March this year as against
3,867.90 crore in the year-ago

period. “In volume terms, � 500
denomination constituted the
highest share at 34.9 per cent,
followed by �10 denomination
bank notes, which constituted
21.3 per cent of the total bank
notes in circulation as on
March 31, 2022,” the annual
report for 2021-22 released on
Friday said.

The �500 denomination
notes accounted for 31.1 per
cent share at the end of March
2021 and 25.4 per cent as of
March 2020. In value terms,
these notes rose from 60.8 per
cent to 73.3 per cent from
March 2020 to March 2022.

The total value of curren-
cy notes in circulation of all
denominations rose to Rs 31.05
lakh crore at the end of March
this year from �28.27 lakh
crore at the end of March
2021. PTI

Mumbai: The rupee inched 2 paise higher to close at 77.59 (pro-
visional) against US dollar on Friday, supported by positive
domestic equities and weakness of the American currency over-
seas. ,Forex traders said the rupee consolidated in a narrow range
as elevated crude oil prices, fiscal deficit concerns and persis-
tent FII outflows weighed on the local unit.

At the interbank forex market, the rupee opened at 77.60
against the greenback and moved in a range of 77.57 to 77.67
in the day’s trade. The rupee finally ended at 77.59, higher by 2
paise over its previous close of 77.61.

“Rupee continued to trade in a narrow range and volatili-
ty remained despite gains in domestic equities. Dollar retraced
after the US preliminary GDP number came in below estimates,”
said Gaurang Somaiya, Forex and Bullion Analyst, Motilal Oswal
Financial Services.Euro and pound got support at lower levels
and extended support, Somaiya said, adding that “we expect the
USD-INR to trade sideways and quote in the range of 77.20 and
77.80.”On the domestic equity market front, the BSE Sensex
advanced 632.13 points or 1.17 per cent to end at 54,884.66, while
the broader NSE Nifty jumped 182.30 points or 1.13 per cent to
16,352.45. PTI
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New Delhi: Mobility giant Ola
Electric is scouting for land to
set up its cell and electric car
factories and is in talks with
multiple states, sources said.

Ola Electric needs 1,000
acres of land to set up its cell
gigafactory and electric car
factory which is expected to
attract an investment of
�10,000 crore.

Some states are already
vying, sources aware of the
matter said.

Ola Electric’s four-wheeler
ambitions are taking a serious
shape with some concept
designs almost ready.

It is in talks with govern-
ments of Uttar Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Gujarat,
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, and
Telangana for land acquisi-
tion, they said adding the com-
pany is likely to finalize it as
early as next month.

The firm already has 500
acre in Krishnagiri in Tamil
Nadu where it has built its
Futurefactory, the world’s

largest two-wheeler factory.
A company spokesperson

declined to comment on the
developments.

Ola’s current plans for
additional 1,000 acre of land are
for a separate four-wheeler
factory for its much-anticipat-
ed car factory and for its pro-
posed cell gigafactory that will
supply cells for its 2-wheeler
and 4-wheeler product range.

In December 2020, Ola
started the production of its
electric scooters in Tamil Nadu.

Ola Electric was one of the
10 companies that submitted a
bid under the Advanced
Chemistry Cell Battery Storage
Programme in India under the
production-linked incentive
scheme for battery manufactur-
ing  capabilities with a budget
outlay of �18,100 crore. PTI
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Mumbai: Making a strong case
for structural reforms, the
Reserve Bank on Friday said
they are essential for sustained,
balanced and inclusive growth,
and also to deal with the after-
effects of the pandemic.

In its annual report, the
Reserve Bank of India also
stressed that the future path of
growth would be conditioned
by addressing supply-side bot-
tlenecks, calibrating monetary
policy to bring down inflation
and boosting capital spending.

“Undertaking structural
reforms to improve India’s
medium-term growth potential
holds the key to secure sus-
tained, balanced and inclusive
growth, especially by helping
workers adapt to the after-
effects of the pandemic by
reskilling and enabling them to
adopt new technologies for
raising productivity,” it said in
the chapter on ‘Assessment
and Prospects’.

The escalation of geopolit-
ical tensions into war from late
February 2022 has delivered a
brutal blow to the world econ-
omy, battered as it has been
through 2021 by multiple
waves of the pandemic, supply
chain and logistics disruptions,
elevated inflation and bouts of
financial market turbulence,
triggered by diverging paths of

monetary policy normalisa-
tion, it added. 

“... The immediate impact
of geopolitical aftershocks is on
inflation, with close to three-
fourths of the consumer price
index at risk. The elevation in
international prices of crude,
metals and fertilisers has trans-
lated into a term of trade shock
that has widened trade and cur-
rent account deficits,” the
report said.High-frequency
indicators already point to
some loss of momentum in the
recovery that has been gaining
traction from the second quar-
ter of 2021-22, with 86.8 per
cent of the adult population
fully vaccinated and 3.5 per
cent having received booster
doses.

“The inflation trajectory
going forward is subject to
considerable uncertainty and

would primarily depend on the
evolving geopolitical situation,”
the report said.

The RBI further said sup-
ply-side policy interventions
such as removing customs duty
on import of raw cotton, pro-
hibiting wheat exports, reduc-
ing road and infrastructure
cess (RIC) on petrol by �8 per
litre and diesel by �6 per litre,
increasing exports duty on cer-
tain steel products, reducing
imports duty on certain raw
materials for steel and plastic
manufacturing, restricting
sugar exports, removing  cus-
toms duty and agriculture
infrastructure and develop-
ment cess (AIDC) on import of
20 lakh tonnes of crude sun-
flower oil and crude soybean
oil and other measures as may
be taken could, however, pro-
vide some offset. PTI
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New Delhi: TVS Motor
Company on Friday said it has
launched a limited edition of
HLX 125 Gold and HLX 150
Gold bikes in Kenya.

The company has intro-
duced the two editions to com-
memorate over two million
unit sales milestone achieved
by the HLX series.

“Kenya is an important
market for us. Most two-wheel-
ers in Kenya double up as
boda boda and delivery vehi-
cles, customers always look
for long-lasting and durable
products,” TVS Motor
Company’s Head of
International Business H G
Rahul Nayak said in a state-
ment.

The HLX brand has con-
sistently catered to these evolv-
ing mobility needs backed by a
wide service network with
trained mechanics and spare
parts support, setting a bench-
mark for superior customer
experience and quality in the

African countries, he added.
“We are thrilled to intro-

duce the two celebratory lim-
ited editions of TVS HLX in
Kenya with multiple first-in-
segment attributes for our val-
ued customers. With smart
lock anti-theft features and
exciting new offerings, the
motorcycle will further
enhance the pride of ownership
amongst the Boda-Boda rid-
ers,” Nayak said.

The newly launched limit-
ed edition HLX 150 Gold and
HLX 125 Gold are equipped
with first-in-segment features
like smart lock (anti-theft secu-
rity feature using key-FOB) to
enhance the safety and securi-
ty of the vehicle. PTI
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Andrew Symonds was
remembered as a supreme-

ly talented cricketer with "a pure
heart" at a memorial service on
Friday for the Australian former
all-rounder who died aged 46.

Symonds was killed in a
single-vehicle accident in
northern Queensland earlier
this month, leaving Australian
cricket reeling once more fol-
lowing the recent and unex-
pected deaths of greats Shane
Warne and Rod Marsh.

Family, friends, fans and

former teammates gathered to
celebrate his life at a public
memorial service at a stadium
in the coastal city of Townsville,
where he lived.

Former cricketers Ricky
Ponting, Allan Border, Adam
Gilchrist, Darren Lehmann and
Ian Healy turned out for the
man affectionately known as
'Roy'.

It followed a private funer-
al where a cricket bat, fishing
rod, crab pot and a number of
hats were placed alongside the
timber coffin, local media
reported.
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Brendon McCullum is relishing the prospect of
working alongside a "really strong leader" in

new captain Ben Stokes as they prepare to
launch a new era for the England Test team.

McCullum himself has only been recently
appointed to the role of England Test coach, with
the team on a woeful run of one win in 17 match-
es ahead of their series opener against his native
New Zealand starting at Lord's next week.

Former Black Caps skipper McCullum is
known for a bold approach that helped kickstart
a revival in the fortunes of New Zealand, the reign-

ing world Test champions, and his outlook is
expected to dovetail with the attacking instincts
of dynamic all-rounder Stokes.

The England job is McCullum's first as a red-
ball coach, a point he acknowledged to reporters.

"I certainly don't coach technically," he told
Sky Sports. "I understand the technique obvious-
ly but for me it's more around tactics and man-
management and trying to provide the right envi-
ronment for the team to try and go out there and
be the best versions of themselves."

The 40-year-old added: "I think with Stokesy
as captain we've got a really strong leader, a 'fol-
low me' type of captain and so I think my job will
be to try and ensure that we're consistent with a
lot of our messaging.

"I'll look after the guys inside the environment
as well and try and allow them to really grow at
a speed which they might not have got to previ-
ously, so it's a big challenge."

McCullum said an improved England side
would benefit Test cricket as a whole.

"I think for me red-ball cricket has always been
the pinnacle of the sport," he said.

"If you look at where the game sits current-
ly, it's probably on a bit of a downward trend and
to me the nation that can really change that is
England — because of the tradition of Test crick-
et here in England and I guess the fan following
and the support that it gets in this country.

"For us to be competitive in Test cricket, I
think will go a long way in trying to be able to
hopefully just shift that a little bit in terms of the
perception of red-ball cricket."
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Asitha Fernando finished
with a career-best 6-51 as Sri

Lanka thrashed hosts
Bangladesh by 10 wickets in the
second Test on Friday to win the
series 1-0.

The visitors bowled out
Bangladesh for 169 runs in
their second innings with the 24-
year-old playing a starring role
at Dhaka's Sher-e-Bangla
National Cricket Stadium.

"We knew we needed a
couple of wickets to go our way,"
said Sri Lanka skipper Dimuth
Karunaratne. "The fast bowlers

did the job for us, both in the
first innings as well as the sec-
ond."

Sri Lanka made 506 runs in
the first innings after bowling
out Bangladesh for 365.

Oshada Fernando sealed
the devastating win with an
unbeaten 21 in three overs.

Play had resumed on the
fifth and final day with the
hosts at a precarious 34-4 and Sri
Lanka upped the pressure when
Kasun Rajitha bowled
Mushfiqur Rahim for 23 in the
eighth over.

Shakib Al Hasan and Liton
Das both hit fifties in a 110-run

stand and held on through the
first session with a mix of cau-
tion and aggression, before
Asitha drove the hosts' collapse
after lunch.

He took the scalps of both
Liton and Shakib soon after the
break, claiming four of the last
five wickets after dispatching
openers Mahmudul Hasan Joy
and Tamim Iqbal the previous
day. Ramesh Mendis trapped
Mosaddek Hossain for nine
before Asitha wrapped up the
Bangladesh innings with the
wickets of Taijul Islam and
Khaled Ahmed in successive
deliveries.
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If Rishabh Pant wants to get
his name etched in record

books forever, he should strive
to play 100 Test matches for the
country, one of India's greatest
long format match-winners
Virender Sehwag said on
Friday.

Sehwag, the country's only
cricketer to have struck two
triple hundreds in Test cricket,
is among the 11 Indians to have
played 100 plus Tests and
scored over 8500 runs.

Pant, who has an enviable
record being the only Indian
keeper to have scored Test
hundreds in Australia, England
and South Africa, has played 30
Tests and scored 1920 runs so
far at an average of 40.85.

"If he (Pant) goes on to play
100+ Tests, his name would be
etched in the history books for-
ever. Only 11 Indian cricketers
have achieved this feat, and
everyone can recall those 11
names," Sehwag said on
'Sports18' while making it clear
that white-ball exploits are not
for posterity.

The instant gratification of
matches won in T20Is and
ODIs are fine but in the long
run, people only remember
what you have done in a white
jersey, said the 'Nawab of
Najafgarh'. "Why does Virat
Kohli emphasise so much on
playing Tests? He knows that if
he plays 100-150 or even 200
Tests, he will be immortalised
in the record books," Sehwag
said. 
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Veteran India wicketkeeper
Dinesh Karthik reckons

Babar Azam will soon become
the top-ranked batter across for-
mats, adding that Pakistan skip-
per is reaping the benefits of the
subtle changes made in his bat-
ting technique.

The 27-year-old, who has
been a consistent campaigner
across all three formats,  cur-
rently holds the top spot among
batters in T20Is as well as ODIs
and Karthik is confident Babar
can become the first player in
the history of the sport to be
ranked No.1 across all three for-
mats.

"One-hundred per cent (he
is capable of achieving the No.1
ranking in all three formats). He
(Babar) is a high-quality play-
er who is at the peak of his bat-
ting prowess and he has got
some Test matches coming up,"
Karthik said on The ICC
Review.

"He has been phenomenal
in all three formats of the game
and he has done well in differ-
ent batting positions too. I
think he has the potential. He
has got all the following of
Pakistan helping him in abun-

dance to go on and do special
things for his country," he
added.

The seasoned wicketkeep-
er-batter feels Babar has
tweaked his batting technique

recently which has helped the
right-hander become a better
player and his timing of the ball
is now on par with all modern-
day batters.

"The two things that struck

me when I watched him bat is
his balance and his striking
point when he plays a ball.

"Whether it is on the front
foot or the back foot, his abili-
ty to strike the ball more often
than not under his eyes, has
been phenomenal.

"He strikes the ball at the
point where it is optimum
power for where the ball is
pitched and that makes him a
very special player."

In the longest format of the
game, Babar is ranked fifth in
the world, behind Australia's
Marnus Labuschagne and the
'Big Four' of India's Virat Kohli,
England's Joe Root, Australia's
Steve Smith and New Zealand's
Kane Williamson.

"It is a very strong 'Fab Four'
that we are talking about and
they have obviously been there
for much longer, but there is no
doubt that Babar has all the cre-
dentials and he is going to
make it a 'Fab Five'."

"There is no doubt he is
there or thereabout ... He is a
very special player."

Karthik believes Babar will
continue to develop further as
he learns how to adapt to differ-
ent conditions that players face
when playing away from home.
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Mahendra Singh Dhoni's
World Cup winning six

resides in India's collective
consciousness and it was a
shot that changed a lot of lives,
including that of little-known
Solapur athlete Kiran Navgire.

And so, athletics' loss
became cricket's gain as the for-
mer Maharashtra state level
athlete decided that there is no
fun if she can't tonk the ball like
her "idol". Eleven years later, at
28, Navgire, who plays domes-
tic cricket for Nagaland, has
found instant stardom, with

some of the most powerful
blows that one has ever seen
from an Indian batter.

In her very second big
stage game in the Women's T20
Challenger, the right-handed
Navgire hit the fastest fifty for
her team Velocity and her 34-
ball-69 will certainly be
remembered for a long time,
especially the five sixes.

"I really feel good when I
hit sixes and whenever I prac-
tise in the nets. I practice hit-
ting sixes, I follow Dhoni sir
and I love finishing like him,
hitting big sixes," Navgire told
her teammate Yastika Bhatia

during an interaction for
bcci.Tv.

For her, Dhoni's unbeaten
91 against Sri Lanka made her
set new goals as she concentrat-
ed more on athletics, kho-kho,
kabaddi during her formative
years while helping out her
father in family farm in Solapur
district's Mire village.

"I watched the 2011 World
Cup final and Dhoni sir's win-
ning sixer is something that
impressed me and remained
imprinted in my head. That six
inspired me and I always feel
that in every match, I can hit a
six like that,' said the stockily
built Navgire, who was a state
level shot-putter.

On Thursday, Velocity
skipper Deepti Sharma sent her
up the order at No. 3 and
Navgire didn't disappoint any-
one, taking international
bowlers like Poonam Yadav,
Salma Khatun and Rajeshwari
Gayakwad to the cleaners.

"I dont like playing dot
balls and want to score some-
thing off every ball and hence
I got a good score," her answers
were as uncomplicated as her
lofted hits. "In domestic crick-
et, I hadn't batted up the order
but I had a good season there
and had some good scores. My
game revolves around my
power hitting ability and if it's
in my arc, I send it out of the
park and if there are good balls,
I like to rotate strikes playing
singles and doubles," Navgire
said.
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The bilateral contests between
international teams may get

"squeezed" if the window for
T20 leagues like the IPL keep
getting longer, ICC Chairman
Greg Barclay said on Friday.

With the addition of two
teams this season, the IPL has
been expanded to 74 games over
a two month window compared
to 60 matches last season.

Asked how one strikes a
balance between the IPL and the
international calendar, Barclay
said, "It is a good question.
There will be an increase in both
the scoping scale of some of the
domestic leagues like the IPL
and possibly some of the others
and there will be new leagues.

"But they are the sovereign
domain of the members, the
domestic competitions, they
can run as they choose to. But

more events, and longer time
periods through those events
mean there is going to be
squeeze, we know there are
only 365 days a year...

"So if there are more
domestic leagues, that are
attracted to the players, so
something has to go and I
don't think ICC events, which
are there every year, and those
events have got more teams, so
they are going to take longer,
so the bit that gets squeezed are
the bilateral arrangements,"
Barclay said .

The ICC Chairman how-
ever praised the IPL saying he
loved the cash rich league.

"First thing I would say
after two years of not being
able to travel, it is great to be
back in India. And great to
have my first trip back with the
IPL - the semis and the final
coming up.
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Bilaterals may get ‘squeezed’ with
longer duration for leagues: Barclay‘Pant’s name would be etched in record

books forever if he play 100 Tests’
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Jos Buttler extended his dream run this
season with a record-equalling fourth
hundred as Rajasthan Royals pro-

duced a ruthless performance to beat
Royal Challengers Bangalore by seven
wickets here on Friday and reach their
first IPL final since the inaugural edition
in 2008.

Pacer Prasidh Krishna (3/22) came
back strongly from the hammering he
received in the last game to help
Rajasthan restrict RCB to 157 for eight
in Qualifier 2 despite a stellar 42-ball 58
from Rajat Patidar.

Buttler (106 not out off 60 balls), the
leading run getter of the tournament by
a fair distance, then toyed with the RCB
attack to ensure the Royals romped to vic-
tory in 18.1 overs. It was only fitting that
Buttler hit the winning runs as he clob-
bered Harshal Patel for his sixth maxi-
mum. With his special innings, Buttler
matched Virat Kohli for most hundreds
in a single season. Kohli had achieved that
feat in 2016.

Royals take on IPL debutants Gujarat
Titans in the final here on Sunday and
would be looking to emulate the special
feat of the 2008 batch which lifted the title
under the inspirational leadership of the
late Shane Warne 14 seasons ago.

The pitch offered extra bounce but
after Buttler provided a flying start in the
company of Yashasvi Jaiswal (21 off 13
balls), the Royals had the game in the bag.

RCB, who had raised hopes for a long
awaited title with a resurgent run, com-
mitted too many errors after Royals put
them in to bat.

After a below-par batting effort,
their bowlers ran out of ideas against a
marauding Buttler. Mohammad Siraj
ended a forgettable IPL campaign on a
dismal note. He leaked 31 runs in his first
two overs, allowing the Royals to run
away with game.

Buttler crossed the 800-run mark this
season and dispatched bowlers to all cor-
ners in his match-winning effort compris-
ing sixes and fours. Jaiswal, who smashed
Siraj for two sixes and a four in the open-
ing over, too played his part as the Royals
raced to 67 for one in the powerplay.

Earlier, Patidar extended his stellar
run in the IPL but his effort was the lone
bright spot of the RCB innings as the
other batters struggled on a tricky pitch.

Royals gained the upper hand by tak-
ing five wickets in the last five overs that
went for only 34 runs.

After smashing a sensational hun-
dred in the Eliminator, Patidar played
with supreme confidence after high-pro-
file openers Virat Kohli (7)  and Faf fu
Plessis (25) failed to come up with
impactful knocks. Rajasthan Royals pace
duo of Trent Boult (1/28) and Krishna
were impressive throughout the innings.

While Boult got his inswingers going
in the powerplay, Krishna, who had a
horror night against Gujarat Titans in the
Qualifier 1, got the ball to rise sharply
from good length.

Kohli started with a spectacular six
off Boult, a whip over deep square leg,
before falling to a loose shot off Krishna.
It was a wide ball that rose sharply and
Kohli played away from his body to edge
it to the wicketkeeper. The extra bounce
contributed to his dismissal.
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Novak Djokovic and Rafael Nadal
closed in Friday on a blockbuster

clash at the French Open as both
reached the last 16, while Carlos
Alcaraz prepared to face the only man
to beat him on clay this year.

Reigning champion Djokovic
and 13-time winner Nadal are on
course to meet in the quarter-finals,
with the Spaniard seeded outside the
top four at Roland Garros for just the
second time.

World number one Djokovic
strolled to a 6-3, 6-3, 6-2 win over
Slovenia's Aljaz Bedene and Nadal
eased past Dutch 26th seed Botic van
de Zandschulp 6-3, 6-2, 6-4.

"I'm always very motivated when
I get on the court, with the desire to
produce my best level each time. It's
not always possible to do it, but today
it was very good," said Djokovic.

The 35-year-old Serb is aiming to
become the oldest men's singles
champion in Paris in the Open era as
he chases a record-equalling 21st
Grand Slam title.

Next up for Djokovic, who was
also French Open champion in 2016,
is a match-up with Argentina's Diego
Schwartzman, the 15th seed.

Nadal, the 21-time major cham-
pion, improved his record at Roland
Garros to 108-3 after seeing off 2021
US Open quarter-finalist Van de
Zandschulp.

He has now reached at least the
fourth round in 17 of 18 visits to
Roland Garros, with the exception of
2016 when he withdrew in the third
round with a wrist injury.

"I think I played a good match
against a good player. I'm very happy
to win," said Nadal.

The Spaniard had a break point
for 5-0 in the third set, but Van de
Zandschulp refused to roll over, win-
ning four of the next five games
before Nadal put away his second
match point, having saved a break
point in between the two.

"You always feel a little bit the
nerves to finish the match, so I'm
happy to be through in straight sets,"
said Nadal, who plays Canadian
ninth seed Felix Auger-Aliassime

for a place in the last eight.
"I think it was my best match of

the tournament so far for two-and-
a-half sets, so I'm very happy with
that."

Amanda Anisimova, the 27th
seed and a 2019 semi-finalist,
advanced to the last 16 as injury-
plagued Karolina Muchova retired
down 6-7 (7/9), 6-2, 3-0 after falling
and twisting her ankle midway
through the second set.

Last year's US Open runner-up
Leylah Fernandez beat Olympic
champion Belinda Bencic 7-5, 3-6, 7-
5, while Aliaksandra Sasnovich
defeated three-time Grand Slam win-
ner Angelique Kerber 6-4, 7-6 (7/5).

Coco Gauff, the youngest play-
er left in the French Open, made the
last 16 with a straight-sets win over
Kaia Kanepi, the oldest woman in the
tournament at 36.

After saving a match point in a
thrilling five-setter against country-
man Albert Ramos-Vinolas, Spanish
teenage star Alcaraz goes up against
Sebastian Korda, the US 27th seed
who won their meeting in Monte

Carlo last month.
"I believe in myself, and of course

I work hard every day," said the 19-
year-old Alcaraz.

"You have to have a good goal,
good dreams. Of course trying to fol-
low your dream. Work hard every
day. I think that's the secret.

"I'm still young, but I would say
pretty experienced player now. I feel
comfortable playing on the big stadi-
um, big matches, playing in a Grand
Slam. As I said, physically I'm strong.
Mentally I'm strong, as well."

Alexander Zverev, the third seed
and 2021 semi-finalist, was also star-
ing at defeat in the second round
against Sebastian Baez, saving a
match point on serve at 4-5 in the
final set after fighting back from two
sets down.

The German Olympic champion
meets Brandon Nakashima of the US
who is enjoying his best Grand Slam
run on his Roland Garros main-draw
debut. It is the first time since
Wimbledon in 2011 that all top 12
men's seeds have reached the third
round at a major.
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Having risen like a proverbial
phoenix from the ashes, a

rejuvenated  Indian men's hock-
ey team would like to put up a
much-improved performance
when it takes on Japan in its first
'Super 4' match of the Asia Cup
here on Saturday.

Despite facing a below-par
Indonesia in its final group
league game, the young side
coached by Sardar Singh must
be lauded for being able to score
a whopping 16 goals in just an
hour.

It was one more than what
India required to put a final nail
in Pakistan's coffin as far as har-
bouring World Cup qualifica-
tion hopes were concerned.

Both India and Pakistan
finished on four points each in
Pool A behind Japan but the
defending champions qualified
for the next round due to bet-
ter goal difference (+1).

But it was not a smooth sail-
ing for India in the first two
matches.

Having already qualified
for next year's World Cup by
virtue of being the hosts, India
fielded an inexperienced team
with as many as 12 debutants for
the tournament to gain much-
needed experience.

The young boys did not
have the best of starts drawing
1-1 with Pakistan before losing
2-5 to Japan, which pushed
them on the brink of elimina-
tion.

But the Indians were in no

mood to bow out without a fight
even as they stood at the point
of no return. They staged a dra-
matic turnaround to keep alive
their hopes of title defence.

They were also aided by
Japan, who beat Pakistan 3-2 in
their final match.

Their first goal achieved, the
Indians would like to start
afresh in the Super 4 stage,
where Japan, South Korea and
Malaysia are the other three
teams. All the teams will play
each other with the top two pro-
gressing to the final. Revenge

would be high on India's agen-
da having lost to the Japanese in
the pool stages.

But it would be easier said
than done as the nimble-foot-
ed Japanese rely mostly on
counter attacks to surprise their
opponents, a ploy they used to
perfection against India in their
last outing.

One of the perennial areas
of concern for India is poor per-
centage of penalty corner con-
versions as this team doesn't
have a designated drag-flicker
like Rupinderpal Singh or Amit
Rohidas. In fact, even against
minnows Indonesia, India failed
to convert even half of the 20
plus short corners that they
earned.
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Upbeat with the return of tal-
ismanic striker Sunil

Chhetri in their ranks, India still
have a tough task at hand when
they face higher-ranked Jordan
in an international football
friendly match here on
Saturday.

The 37-year-old Chhetri
last played for India during
their 3-0 win over Nepal in the

SAFF Championships final in
October 2021, but since then
was side-lined due to injuries.

The match is India's last
preparatory outing ahead of the
2023 AFC Asian Cup Qualifiers
which kicks off in Kolkata from
June 8.

Jordan is placed at 91st as
against 106th of India in the
FIFA rankings.

"Another game against a
stronger team will always help,"

head coach Igor Stimac said
about which team which
reached here on Wednesday.

"It's our last friendly game
prior to qualifiers, and we need
to get final answers on certain
questions. Some of our young-
sters will have a great opportu-
nity to gain more experience at
international level," he added.

The squad has been in a
preparatory camp for over a
month, first in Bellary in
Karnataka and then in Kolkata,
and the coach said that the fit-
ness levels of his players "are
quite good".

"We have another 10 days
(before the Asian Cup quali-
fiers), and it should be perfect.
The boys have done a great job,
and they need to be rewarded
with some good results in the
Qualifiers," Stimac said.

About Jordan as an oppo-
sition team, the coach said:
"Jordan are ranked better than
Belarus (FIFA Ranking 93) but
are not as physical as Belarus.
So for us, it should be a bit eas-
ier in regards to the build-up
and ball possession."

The 'Blue Tigers' had played
against Belarus in the FIFA
International window in March,
a match where they went down
0-3.

The Indian squad has been
bolstered by the joining of the
ATK Mohun Bagan players,
who missed the preparatory
camp owing to their club com-
mitments in the AFC Cup.
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Jurgen Klopp's Liverpool are
seeking to cap a remarkable sea-
son by avenging their 2018 defeat
against Real Madrid when the

sides meet again in the Champions
League final in Paris on Saturday, but
the Spanish giants have their sights
on a 14th European Cup triumph.

It is Liverpool's third Champions
League final in five seasons, after they
followed their 3-1 loss to Real in Kyiv
by beating Tottenham Hotspur in
Madrid a year later, and they are
widely seen as slight favourites at the
Stade de France to become kings of
Europe for a seventh time.

That would put them level with
AC Milan, with only Saturday's
opponents having won the trophy
more often, and it would allow the
Anfield club to finish the campaign
with a treble after they lifted the
English League Cup and FA Cup.

For a long time an unprecedent-
ed quadruple was on, but Klopp's side
fell just short in the Premier League,
finishing a point behind Manchester
City. "Without the Champions League
it would be a great season. With the
Champions League it would be a fan-

tastic season," said Klopp.
It has already been a memorable

few years for Klopp's side following
their loss in Kyiv, when Mohamed
Salah was forced off injured in the
first half, Lorius Karius endured a
nightmare in goal, and Gareth Bale's
brilliance won the trophy for Real.

"I think it is revenge time," Salah,
scorer of 31 goals this season, admit-
ted recently. Liverpool appear well
placed given how much they have
strengthened since 2018, chiefly in
goal with the arrival of Alisson,
while Thiago Alcantara has been a
standout in midfield.

ANCELOTTI TARGETS NUMBER FOUR
The problem is that you could be

forgiven for thinking that Real's
name is on the cup, as it has literal-
ly been so many times before.

While Liverpool saw off Inter
Milan, Benfica and Villarreal in the
knockout rounds, it is easy to forget
now that Carlo Ancelotti's Real side
lost at home to Sheriff Tiraspol in the
group stage, such has been their extra-
ordinary run since.

They were 2-0 down on aggre-
gate to Paris Saint-Germain in the last
16 before a Karim Benzema hat-trick
in 17 second-half minutes in the sec-
ond leg took them through.

Against Chelsea in the quarter-
finals they scored late at home in the
return leg to force extra time before
Benzema got their winner.

The best was saved for the semi-
final against Manchester City when
they went into the 90th minute of the
second leg needing two goals just to
force extra time. They duly got them,
and Benzema then struck the winner.

The 34-year-old Frenchman now
leads Madrid into the final in his
home country after a campaign in
which he has scored 44 goals, with 15
in Europe and 27 on their run to the
Spanish title.

Benzema will surely be nailed on
to win the Ballon d'Or if his club tri-
umphs in Paris, where victory would
also help Real supporters get over
Kylian Mbappe's decision to snub
them. Madrid are chasing their fifth
Champions League in nine seasons,
a run that began when they beat
Atletico Madrid in Lisbon in 2014.

Benzema was in that team, as was
Luka Modric, while Ancelotti was the
coach in his first spell in charge.

The veteran Italian can now
become the first coach to win the
Champions League four times, hav-
ing also triumphed with AC Milan in

2003 and 2007.
The latter victory came against

Liverpool and was revenge for the
Anfield club's win over Ancelotti's
Milan in Istanbul in 2005.

"Playing a final with them is
something special. They have won six
Champions Leagues, and if they
reach seven they would go level with
Milan, so I have
extra motivation to
win this final,"
smiled Ancelotti,
who had a spell as
boss of Liverpool's
local rivals Everton before returning
to Madrid. This will be the third final
between the clubs, who also met in
Paris in 1981 — then the English side
were victorious thanks to Alan
Kennedy's goal at the Parc des
Princes.

�
�� '
/	-

Liverpool's preparations for the
Champions League final were

boosted by the news that midfield-
ers Thiago Alcantara and Fabinho

will be fit to
face Real
Madrid after
injury scares.

Thiago was
brought off at

half-time of Liverpool's 3-1 win
over Wolves last weekend nursing
an Achilles problem.

Fabinho has not featured since
sustaining a muscular injury in a
2-1 win at Aston Villa on May 10.

However, the Brazilian took a

full part in an open training ses-
sion in front of the media on
Wednesday.

"Thiago Alcantara and
Fabinho will be included in
Liverpool's travelling squad for the
Champions League final against
Real Madrid," Liverpool said in a
statement.

"The pair will be among the
players journeying to Paris for
Saturday's clash at Stade de France
following injury concerns and are
set to come into contention to
return." Both players have been
pivotal to Liverpool's stunning
season that has already seen them
lift two trophies in the League Cup
and FA Cup.
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Zlatan Ibrahimovic intends to
continue playing despite the

end of his contract with AC Milan
and a lengthy layoff in store follow-
ing knee surgery, club director
Paolo Maldini said on Friday.

"From what I understand, his
intention is to continue," Maldini
told Gazzetta dello Sport, two days
after the striker, who turns 41 in
October, underwent surgery that is
expected to sideline him for eight
months.

"We have made an appoint-
ment in a fortnight. I don't see any
problem in reaching an agree-
ment. He is certainly not at ease
playing so little. We will see what
happens in the next two weeks,"
Maldini said.

Ibrahimovic, who returned to
AC Milan in January 2020 eight
years after leaving and has just
helped the club win their first Serie
A title since 2011, has had the ante-
rior cruciate ligament in his left

knee reconstructed. The former
Inter Milan, Paris Saint-Germain
and Manchester United forward
said this week he endured six
months of sleepless nights due to
the pain in his knee because he was
determined to fulfil his promise to
AC Milan of delivering their first
Serie A crown in 11 years.
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Thiago, Fabinho fit for final
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Indian women's hockey team captain
Savita is confident of a good show at the

Asian Games as the postponement of the
continental event in Hangzhou provides the
side with more training time and improve
just like it did when Tokyo Olympics was
deferred by a year. "We will once again deal
with this postponement as an opportuni-
ty to train and be better prepared for the
Asian Games," Savita said on the Hockey
India podcast 'Hockey Te Charcha'.

"The one-year postponement for the
Olympics gave us significant time to

improve and personally for me, I got to
work closely with Janneke (Schopman), who
has had a great impact on my improvement
as a goalkeeper," she added.

One of the most successful goalkeep-
ers in recent times, Savita will lead the
Indian team in the FIH Pro League match-
es in Europe ahead of the FIH Women's
World Cup which begins in July

"Having finished fourth in Tokyo,
everyone took notice of us. Earlier, there
were expectations from the men's team only.
But now, people expect the women also to
finish in top three in any tournament we
play and that is good for the sport,"

"No one expected we will go beyond the
quarterfinals in the Olympic Games. Many
of our supporters thought we would reach
upto the quarterfinals at the outset, but I
don't think anyone believed we could win
the quarter finals.

"This zeal to win and not to give up till
the last second of the match was inculcat-
ed by our coaching staff. We had to, and we
knew we would change the script of
Tokyo," added the experienced goalkeep-
er. Speaking about the team's preparations
here in SAI, Bengaluru, for the Pro League
and World Cup Savita said the side is hop-
ing for a top four finish.
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