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Based on the resolution of
“Udaipur Chintan Shivir”,

the Congress on Tuesday
formed a political affairs group
and a task force to formulate a
strategy to take on the might of
the BJP in 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions and in between crucial
Assembly elections including
that of Gujarat.

Prominent members of the
G-23 group — Ghulam Nabi
Azad and Anand Sharma —
who sought organisational
reforms in the party and also
questioned the leadership of
Sonia Gandhi and Rahul
Gandhi have got roles in these
crucial committees.

Congress president Sonia
formed three groups — on
political affairs for guidance on
key issues, Task Force-2024 to
implement the Udaipur “Nav

Sankalp” declaration and evolve
the party’s strategy for 2024
elections, and the third one to
coordinate the October 2
“Bharat Jodo Yatra”.

The Congress leaders from
across the country held a three-
day brainstorming session at

Udaipur called as Nav Sankalp
Chintan Shivir mid-May to
bring about structural changes
in the organisation and pave
the way for the young to take
a Central role in the grand old
party. 

Continued on Page 9
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US President Joe Biden
praised Prime Minister

Narendra Modi’s handling of
the Covid crisis as India and US
on Tuesday resolved to
strengthen their robust ties
and vowed to work together for
a more prosperous, free, and
secure world. President Biden
said he is committed to mak-
ing the US-India partnership
“among the closest we have on
earth,” while Prime Minister
Modi termed the relations as “a
partnership of trust.”

The two leaders held a
bilateral meeting on the side-
lines of the Quad summit and
also committed to bilateral
defence and economic engage-
ments. Modi also held a bilat-
eral meeting with Australian
Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese. Three former
Japanese Prime Ministers ---
Yoshihide Suga, Yoshiro Mori,
and Shinzo Abe --- called on
Modi.

Biden praised Modi for
handling the Covid pandemic
successfully in a democratic
manner. He contrasted India’s
success with China’s failure to
handle the pandemic, though
both countries are of compa-
rable size, sources said. These

remarks by the US President
were made during the closed-
door Quad summit, they said.

Biden also told Modi that
he is committed to making the
US partnership with India
“among the closest on earth,”
saying there is so much that the
two countries can and will do
together. After meeting with
Biden, Modi tweeted, “Today’s
discussions were wide-ranging
and covered multiple aspects of
India-USA ties, including
trade, investment, defence as
well as people-to-people link-

ages.” In his opening remarks
at the meeting, the Prime
Minister said the strategic rela-
tionship between India and
the US is truly a “partnership
of trust” and the friendship will
continue to be a “force for
good” for global peace and sta-
bility. Modi invited the US
industries to partner with India
to manufacture in the defence
sector under the Make in India
and self-reliant India pro-
grammes.

Following the talks
between the two leaders in

Tokyo, the Ministry of External
Affairs said both sides launched
an India-US Initiative on
Critical and Emerging
Technologies (iCET) to facili-
tate outcome-oriented cooper-
ation in artificial intelligence,
quantum computing, 5G, and
6G, biotech, space, and semi-
conductors.  The new mecha-
nism under the iCET will be
co-led by India’s National
Security Council Secretariat
and the US National Security
Council.

Continued on Page 9
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday said the

Quad combine is following a
constructive agenda for the
Indo-Pacific and its image as a
force “for the good” will be
strengthened even more.
Underlining this salient take-
away from the Quad summit in
Tokyo, he also said “in such a
short time, the Quad has made
an important place on the
world stage. Today, the scope of
Quad has become wider and
the forum has become effec-
tive.”

The Prime Minister made
these assertions in the second
in-person conclave in the pres-
ence of US President Joe Biden,
Japan Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida, and newly elected
Australian Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese.

Against the backdrop of
China’s aggressive posturing
in the strategically important
Indo-Pacific, the four leaders of
the Quad strongly opposed
any coercive, provocative, or
unilateral actions that seek to
change the status quo and
increase tensions in the region.

They also reaffirmed their
resolve to uphold the interna-
tional rules-based order.

In his address, Modi said
the mutual trust and determi-
nation among the Quad mem-
ber countries is giving new
energy to democratic forces
and the work of the grouping
is encouraging a free, open, and
inclusive Indo-Pacific.  

China has all along criti-

cised this bloc and claims the
Quad will lead to militarisation
of the Indo-Pacific region.

“Quad is pursuing a con-
structive agenda for the Indo-
Pacific region. With this, the
image of Quad as a ‘force for
good’ will be strengthened
even more,” Modi said.

The summit took place
against the backdrop of the
ongoing Ukraine conflict.

Though Biden and Kishida
spoke strongly against the
Russian military action, Modi
refrained from touching upon
the issue.

“In such a short time, the
Quad has made an important
place on the world stage. Today
the scope of Quad has become
wider and the form has become
effective,” Modi said.

Continued on Page 9
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday asked the

Jharkhand High Court to first
hear preliminary objections
on the maintainability of a
public interest litigation seek-
ing probe against Chief
Minister Hemant Soren for
alleged irregularities in the
grant of mining leases.

The vacation bench of
Justices DY Chandrachud and
Bela M Trivedi noted that the
High Court had itself in its
order of May 13 said it would
first decide the maintainabili-
ty of the PIL filed by one Shiv
Kumar Sharma and then it will
go into the merit of the allega-
tions levelled in the petition. 

“We are of the considered
view that the high court would
first deal with the preliminary
objections on the maintain-
ability of the writ petition and
based on the outcome it would
then proceed further in accor-
dance with law,” said the apex
court. 
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The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) on
Tuesday opposed a plea for restoration of

Hindu and Jain deities inside the Qutub Minar
complex, saying it is not a place of worship and
the existing status of the monument cannot be
altered.  The ASI submitted in the Saket Court
here that it would be contrary to the law to agree
to the contention of any person claiming a fun-
damental right to worship in this “centrally pro-
tected” monument.

The ASI, however, said the architectural
materials and images of Hindu and Jain deities
were re-used in the construction of the Qutab
complex. 

“Fundamental rights cannot be availed in
violation of any status of the land. The basic prin-
ciple of protection conservation is not to allow
starting of any new practice in a monument
declared and notified as a protected one under
the Act,” the ASI said.

The ASI said revival of worship was not
allowed wherever it was not practiced at the time
of protection of a monument. “Qutub Minar is
not a place of worship and since the time of its
protection by the Central Government, Qutub
Minar or any part of Qutub Minar was not under
worship by any community,” it said. 

The counsel for the ASI further said it was
very clear from the Persian inscription at the
Quwwat-ul-Islam mosque, that the cloisters were

erected with carved columns and other archi-
tectural members from 27 temples.

“Inscription is clear that the mosque was
built with the remains of these temples. But
nowhere it’s mentioned that the materials were
retrieved by demolishing temples. Also, it is not
clear if they were retrieved from the site or
brought from outside… Not demolished but
remains of temples used for construction,” the
counsel said.  

Continued on Page 9
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In another targeted strike on
Jammu & Kashmir police-

man, an “unidentified” terror-
ist on Tuesday killed a selection
grade constable while he was
passing through a lane near his
home along with his minor
daughter in Malik Saab area of
Soura in Srinagar.

The seven-year-old child
too received injuries in the
attack and was rushed to a
nearby hospital where her con-
dition was stated to be stable.

According to reports, a
lone terrorist fired at the police-
man from a close range possi-
bly using a pistol just as police-
man Saifullah Qadri stepped
out of his home. Bleeding pro-
fusely, he fell on the ground
along with his daughter. Local
residents in the area rushed
him to the hospital where he
succumbed to his injuries.  

The police recovered
empty cartridges from the site
of terror attack. So far 15 secu-
rity personnel and 14 civilians

have been killed in different
incidents of targeted killings in
Kashmir valley this year while
security forces have eliminated
around 80 terrorists belonging
to different terrorist outfits.

Condemning the terror
attack Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha said,  “I assure the
people that those behind this
despicable attack will not go

unpunished. 
I salute the martyr

Policeman SgCt Saifullah
Qadri. His service to the nation
and supreme sacrifice will
always be remembered.”

Former Chief Minister and
National Conference Vice
President Omar Abduallah also
condemned the attack on a
policeman.
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Uttar Pradesh Assembly was
witness to a bitter face-off

between Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath and Samajwadi
Party chief Akhilesh Yadav
over the issue of law and order
in the House on Tuesday,
wherein Yogi slammed the for-
mer Uttar Pradesh CM over the
remark, ‘Ladke hai, galti ho
jaati hai’.  

Replying to adjournment
notice over law and order
moved by Leader of
Opposition Akhilesh Yadav
during Zero Hour in the
Assembly, the chief minister
said, “This is a BJP government
and here it is not said that ‘boys
will be boys’ and ‘mistakes
happen sometimes’. Such a
comment is inexcusable. The
BJP government is sensitive
and committed to providing
security and protecting the
honour of women and strict

action is being taken against
offenders targeting
women/girls as per the gov-
ernment’s ‘Zero Tolerance
Policy’ against crime.”

Yogi referred to SP patron
Mulayam Singh Yadav’s infa-
mous speech in Moradabad
while campaigning for 2014
Lok Sabha polls wherein he had
said, “Ladke hain, galti ho jaati
hai.” Yadav’s outrageous remark
was in reference to death sen-
tence awarded to three gang
rape accused by a court in
Mumbai.

The CM further said, “Any
kind of crime is unforgivable
and the government is taking
strict action against criminals,
especially those committing
crimes against women.’’

In the adjournment notice,
Akhilesh Yadav referred to
crimes against women in
Prayagraj, Chandauli,
Siddharthnagar and Lalitpur,
claiming that maximum crime

against women were commit-
ted in UP. Referring to a rape
allegedly by an SHO in Lalitpur,
the SP chief said that the case
was registered only after the
Chief Minister visted the dis-
trict. Akhilesh reminded Yogi
that at a meeting in Lalitpur he
had said, “He will set officers
‘right’ and asked local BJP
leaders to stop acting as power
brokers.Yogi ji was not aware of
corruption in bureaucracy in
the past five years.”

Yogi Adityanath retorted
saying, “You support every
criminal who spreads anarchy
in the state and indulges in
hooliganism.”

Appreciating the govern-
ment, Yogi said, “In the past
five years, better law and order
has prevailed. We got wide
public support. To stop harass-
ment of girls/ women, our
government set up anti-Romeo
squads in 2017 and 218 Fast 

Continued on Page 9
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Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on

Tuesday sacked Health and
Family Welfare Minister Vijay
Singla over graft charges. Soon
after his dismissal from the
Cabinet, Singla was arrested. 

Mann said his Health and
Family Welfare Minister was
seeking “one per cent com-
mission” in all departmental
projects. On the other hand,
Singla alleged a “conspiracy” to
defame the Mann Government
and the AAP.

Singla’s arrest was ordered
by Mann after he called the
Minister to his residence before
playing an audio recording of
his alleged demand for
“shukrana” in his nephew’s
name. Punjab Police’s Anti-
Corruption Bureau arrested
Singla, who was later produced
before the Mohali court which
remanded him in three-day

police custody till May 27.
Late in the evening, Singla’s

OSD Pardeep Kumar, who was
named in the FIR filed by
superintending engineer
Rajinder Singh working on
deputation in Punjab Health
System Corporation (PHSC),
too was arrested in the 
matter. 

A case, under Sections 7
and 8 of the Prevention of
Corruption Act, has been reg-
istered against Singla, and his
OSD in Mohali’s Phase VII
police station.

AAP convener and Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
on Tuesday praised Mann for
sacking Singla. “Proud of you
Bhagwant. Your action has
brought tears to my eyes.
Whole nation today feels proud
of AAP,” said Kejriwal.

Announcing the decision
through a video message, the
Punjab CM said he had 

Continued on Page 9
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NOTICE

I Manju Lata States That
The Original Possession Letter
Of My House No.440 Block-F
Scheme No-40  At Mohalla
Panki S/S Kanpur Nagar Has
Been Misplaced, Hence Its
Use By Any Third Party For Any
Purpose Should be Considered
Illegal & void

I, Mohd Alim Siddiqui S/o Mohd Sabir
Siddiqui, 538KH/337 Shiv Nagar
Khadra Near Arvind School, Nirala
Nagar, Lucknow declare that my father
and mother name were wrongly
written in 10th certificates as my
father name M Sabir Siddiqui while my
father's real name is Mohd Sabir
Siddiqui and mother name is Saeeda
Siddiqui while my mother;s real name
is Saeeda Khatoon. So the real name
must be used for all purposes.

NOTICE

I have change my daughter's
name from Shubhra Verma to
Pranshi Soni daughter of Vinod
Kumar Verma. Now, she will be
know as (Pranshi Soni) her new
name. Address- 18C Basant
Kunj, Khadakpur Sector-14,
Indra Nagar Lucknow.

NOTICE

My plat No- 40 MIG Maharshi
Dayanand Vihar Phase-2
Kanpur Which Original
Allotment Letter Some Where
Loss Use will be illegal, Kusum
Lata Shukla W/O Late Om
Prakash Shukla R/O 3/6 Sewa
Gram Coloney Dada Nagar
Kanpur

NOTICE

My self Nitesh Kumar, Army
No-15712279P Rank Hav.,
address- village and post -
Kamalpur P/s- Rajpur, distt-
Kanpur Dehat. Name of my
daughter is Vaishnavi, her old
name was Nyra Kulshreshtha.
new name of my daughter is
Vaishnavi. In future this name
should be use in all documents.

NOTICE

$%
��������

��	�&� �
����		�����
����� �:.
���

Senior Samajwadi Party leader
and MLA Mohammed Azam

Khan  skipped assembly proceed-
ings on the second day of the
Budget session on Tuesday. 

Khan is miffed with the party
brass and he did not meet SP chief
Akhilesh Yadav during his two-day
stay in Lucknow. Azam Khan was
released from Sitapur District Jail
after 27 months following the bail
granted by the Supreme Court.

On the first day of the Budget
session, Khan and his son Abdullah
took oath as members of the
Assembly after which Azam left the
Assembly citing health reasons.
However, his son Abdullah attend-
ed the Budget session on both days.
Khan meanwhile left for Rampur
on Tuesday.

Earlier on Monday, Pragatisheel
Samajwadi Party (Lohia) chief
Shivpal Yadav met Azam Khan at
his residence in Lucknow. The
meeting between the two lasted for
about an hour, but details of the dis-
cussion were not made public by
either leader.

It’s widely believed in political
circles that his relations with
Akhilesh Yadav are strained. Khan
denied this saying in a sarcastic
manner, saying that “he was a per-
son without any base and such
speculations were without basis”.
Winning the support of Azam
Khan is crucial for Samajwadi
Party in view of Rajya Sabha elec-
tions.

The strength of the SP along
with its two allies in the UP
Assembly is 125. 

As of now Azam Khan, his son
Abdullah Azam, Shezil Islam
(Bareilly MLA, whose petrol
pump was demolished) and
Shivpal Yadav, are most unlikely to
vote for the SP candidate in the elec-
tions for 11 seats of Rajya Sabha on
June 10. 

If only 11 candidates file nom-
ination papers, all will be declared
elected unopposed. If a second
candidate files papers, a show-
down will be imminent and elec-
tions will be unavoidable.

The ruling BJP on its strength
can win eight Rajya Sabha seats.
The SP-led alliance will win three
seats if the alliance remains united
but the BJP is likely to queer the
pitch by fielding a 9th candidate
thus forcing voting.
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Bahujan Samaj Party chief
Mayawati questioned

Governor Anandiben Patel
over her giving a clean chit to
the state government during
her address in the assembly on
Monday.

Objecting to the gover-
nor’s claim, the former UP
chief minister said that the tall
claims of development or
launching public welfare pro-
grammes should only be made
when some of them are also
visible on ground. She accused
the BJP government of making
propaganda of their achieve-
ments when there was nothing

on ground and all sections of
the society were facing hard-
ship, due to inflation, lawless-
ness etc. She claimed that the
governor’s address failed to
fulfill the expectations of the
people. 

Mayawati said that had
the governor’s address includ-
ed some problems faced by
common man then one would
have been hopeful of witness-
ing some ‘achhe din’ in the days
ahead but no mention of any
relevant issues made it clear
that the government was not
serious on taking up issues
related to public interest. 

The BSP chief further said
that for some, ‘achhe din’ had

already come as they were free
to engage in illegal mining,
openly barge inside police sta-
tions and assault the men in
uniform or indulged in any
other kind of unlawful activi-
ties. Maywati also said that the
slogan of opposition leaders
‘Rajyapal wapas jao’ (Governor
go back) was also not accept-
able as the governor reads
what was given to her by the
state government. 

“Instead of attacking the
governor, the opposition par-
ties should directly corner the
BJP government on issues of
inflation, poverty, lawlessness
etc in the House,” the former
UP chief minister said.
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At least 39 people died due to heavy
rains and storm that lashed a large

swathe of Uttar Pradesh in the last two
days. Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
instructed officials to provide assistance
to the families affected by the natural
calamity. 

A UP government spokesman said
in Lucknow on Tuesday, “A total of 22
people lost their lives due to the rains and
storm across the state in the last 24 hours.
Of the deceased, 12 died of drowning,
five due to lightning strike and the r
est in building collapse triggered by rains.
Besides, three persons were injured
by lightning and losses of livestock
were reported from Shahjahanpur and
Banda. Earlier,17 people had died due to
rains.”

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
directed officials to provide ex gratia
assistance to the affected families with-
in 24 hours. Ex-gratia assistance is given
from State Disaster Response Fund in
case of damages caused by notified
calamities such as storm, lightning and
drowning by Government of India and
state government. Under this, in case of

death due to notified calamities, Rs 4 lakh
per person, Rs 59,100 per person in case
of physical disability from 40 per cent to
60 per cent, Rs 2 lakh per person in case
of more than 60 per cent physical disabil-

ity.
Meanwhile, Met officials predicted

cloudy weather in the next 24 hours with
possibility of thunderstorms in eastern
parts of Uttar Pradesh.
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The Uttar Pradesh government has raised
a revenue of Rs 400 crore from mining

business through its portal ‘Mine Mitra’,
which is used to issue transit passes through
Mineral Management Services of the portal.

A government official said, “A total of 2.16
crore transit passes were provided under
EMM-11, 9.22 lakh under E-Farm C and
38.87 lakh under ISTP of Mineral
Management Services since 2017. Besides,
online payment was made to 506 leasees and
2,154 brick kilns since July 2020.” 

The ‘Mine Mitra’ portal was developed by
the Yogi government to bring transparency
into mining business, check illegal activities
and provide accountable e-services to com-
mon people, farmers, leasees and trans-
porters. The portal also aimed at ending
monopolies in the mining industry, encour-
aging legal mining and providing a level play-
ing field for new entrepreneurs to ensure
transparency in the business and increase the
state’s revenue. 

The portal has been developed in consul-
tation with the Directorate of Geology &
Mining and is currently providing several ser-

vices like online mineral management for the
leasees, stockists and transporters, services for
citizens and farmers, Integrated Mining
Surveillance System and e-commerce platform
‘Mineral Mart’ for consumers and suppliers.
For common people and farmers, the state
government has disposed off 1155 applications
for stock licences, issued 1279 permits for agri-
cultural land with mineral deposits, 435 for
minerals in private land,  9697 permits for
mining on common soil and 1031 for build-
ings where minerals were discovered during
construction since July, 2020.

Under Integrated Mining Surveillance
System service of the portal, the Yogi govern-
ment has done geo-fencing of 466 areas,
installed PTZ cameras & weigh bridge in
mines in 330 areas, put RFID-based mining
tag on over 80,000 heavy vehicles and set up
automated check gates of which 16 are cur-
rently operational while work is underway on
seven others. Automated mining check gates
are currently operational in Fatehpur, Etawah,
Baghpat, Jalaun, Mahoba, Banda, Saharanpur,
Sonbhadra and Jhansi. The system aimed at
checking overloading and illegal mining
practices through regular monitoring of vehi-
cles.
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As a part of Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath’s initia-

tive to provide employment or
self-employment opportuni-
ties to at least one person in
each family, the state govern-
ment will provide employment
to over 26,000 youths in a
week through ‘mega job fairs’.

Under Mission Rozgar,
‘mega job fairs’ are being held
in 14 divisional headquarters of
Uttar Pradesh from May 23 and
will continue till next week. “In
Rozgar Melas organised in
urban and rural areas, the
youth with technical education

and otherwise would be pro-
vided job placements. More
than 315 companies have been
invited to the Melas and repre-
sentatives of various companies
will employ jobless youth,” a
government official said in
Lucknow on Tuesday.

The official said that in one
such Mela at Gorakhpur, as
many as 1,406 candidates were
provided employment through
about 24 companies including
prominent ones like L&T and
Ashok Leyland on Monday.
The Rozgar Melas at
Azamgarh, Saharanpur, Aligarh
were organised on Tuesday,
while similar Melas will be

organised at Ayodhya and Basti
on Wednesday and in
Lucknow, Ghaziabad and
Jhansi on Thursday. These
Melas will be held at various
locations in the state till May

30.
“The objective of such

employment fairs is to provide
a platform to communicate
between the employers and
employable or job-seeking

youth. Through such Melas,
skilled youth and local youth
will get employment in a has-
sle-free manner,” the official
said.

The state government is
also mulling to make a ‘family
card’ for every family in the
state to fulfil its commitment of
providing employment or self-
employment opportunities to at
least one member in the next
five years. 

Under various schemes of
self-employment during the
first term of the Yogi govern-
ment, work has been done to
connect about three crore peo-
ple with employment.

Lucknow (PNS): A 65-
year-old priest was bludgeoned
to death during a robbery at a
temple in Barabanki late on
Monday night. The incident
came to light when locals went
to the temple for darshan on
Tuesday morning and found
the priest’s body lying in a
pool of blood on the floor of the
temple. 

As per reports, Ram Yadav
of Babupur village was the
priest at the Brahma Dev tem-
ple outside Babupur village for
some years. On Tuesday. When
worshippers found him dead,
they informed the local police
after which a team led by senior
officers rushed there and start-
ed an investigation. The police
later claimed that around 20 kg
of brass metal, including the
main temple bell, were missing
from the premises pointing
towards a possible robbery.

The police said that the priest
might have challenged the rob-
bers after which they hit him on
his head and other body parts
with some blunt object and
absconded with the booty. A
case was registered and inves-
tigations were underway to
track down the assailants.

Meanwhile, in Sultanpur, a
50-year-old woman was beaten
to death by her son on Tuesday
after which the accused was
detained. As per reports, Shani
(22) beat his mother Asha Devi
with a wooden club during an
argument, after which she died
on the spot. 

The woman had suffered
severe injuries on the head and
leg. The father of the accused
informed the police that his son
was mentally unstable and was
undergoing treatment. A case
was registered and the body was
sent for autopsy. 
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Five of a family, including
two children, died while

six others were injured when
their speeding car rammed
into a stationary truck on
Bulandshahr-Meerut highway
on Tuesday morning.

The family members were
en route to Kedarnath shrine
in Uttarakhand when the acci-
dent took place in Gulawathi
area of Bulandshahr around
4.30 am. 

Eleven members of the
family were travelling in a
Mahindra Scorpio MUV that
hit the truck, leading to the
death of two children, a
woman and two men on the
spot. Three of the injured
were referred to a medical col-
lege in Meerut.

DM of Bulandshahr
Chandra Prakash and SSP
Santosh Kumar later rushed to
the accident site and super-
vised relief measures. The
deceased were identified as
Hardik (6), Vansh (5), Shalu
(21), Himanshu (25) and

Paras (22). Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath condoled the
loss of lives in the accident
and directed officials to
ensure the best treatment for
the injured. 

Elsewhere in Unnao, a
speeding double-decker bus
suddenly overturned on Agra-
Lucknow Expressway in
Auras police circle, in which
more than 10 passengers were
injured early on Tuesday
morning.

Of the 10 injured, the
condition of three was stated
to be critical while one suc-
cumbed to his injuries. The
injured were shifted to the
Trauma Centre of KGMU in
Lucknow. 

Meanwhile in Firozabad,
a 14-year-old boy died after
the wall of a house collapsed
when strong winds and rains
lashed Chitrai village in
Pachokhara police station area
on Monday. 

The teenager identified
as Yash Choudhary was lean-
ing against the wall of a house
which  collapsed upon him

due to the impact of strong
winds. Yash sustained a head
injury and was rushed to
Trauma Centre of Firozabad
Medical College in critical
condition, where he suc-
cumbed later. 

Similarly, two children
and a woman were killed and
three others injured in two
incidents of wall collapse due
to heavy rains in Sitapur on
Monday night. 

The first incident took
place at Amtamau village in
Misrikh area, where two chil-
dren — Sudama (1) and
Keshakali (3) — were killed
when a wall collapsed due to
heavy rains. 

The children’s mother and
elder sister were also injured
in the incident and were
admitted to a hospital in
Misrikh. 

The second incident was
reported from the Hargaon
police station area, where
Phoolmati (66) died and her
granddaughter was injured
after the wall of her house col-
lapsed.
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After reserving its order in
the Gyanvapi mosque case

on Monday, the Varanasi dis-
trict court on Tuesday posted
the matter for hearing on May
26. The court will hear on May
26 the maintainability of the
Shringar Gauri-Gyanvapi
mosque complex lawsuit. It
has invited objections from
both Hindu and Muslim sides
to the report submitted by the
commission within a week. 

District judge Dr Ajay
Kumar Vishvesha had on
Monday conducted a hearing
on the ‘Order 7, Rule 11 CPC’
application filed by the defen-
dants, including the Anjuman
Intezamia Masjid Committee,
which looks after the manage-
ment of Gyanvapi mosque,

raising question on the main-
tainability of the suit filed by
five women (plaintiffs).

On Tuesday afternoon, Dr
Vishvesha heard both the sides
— plaintiff and defendants —
and posted the matter for hear-
ing on May 26. The court also
ordered for providing the
copies of commission report,
video and photographs cap-
tured during the survey. 

During the hearing, the
counsels of both the parties put
forth their arguments. Heavy
security arrangements were
made in the court premises. 

Five women, including one
Rakhi Singh of Delhi and four
belonging to Varanasi, had
filed a petition in the court of
Civil Judge (Senior Division)
Ravi Kumar Diwakar seeking
permission to worship at

Shringar Gauri temple and for
preservation of other idols
located in Gyanvapi mosque
complex. The court had
ordered a commission survey
of the complex and appointed
Ajay Kumar Mishra as court
commissioner for videograph-
ic survey of the inside of the
complex on May 6 and 7. Later,
the court commissioner was
removed and Vishal Singh and
Ajay Pratap Singh were
appointed special court com-
missioner and assistant court
commissioner respectively and
they conducted the survey on
May 14, 15 and 16. The reports
were submitted to the civil
judge (senior division) sepa-
rately. Later, both reports were
transferred to the court of the
district judge on the directive
of the Supreme Court.

Lucknow (PNS): A delega-
tion of the Communist Party of
India (CPI), led by state secre-
tary Dr Girish, on Tuesday met
the farmers of Rasoolpur vil-
lage of Badaun district where a
marginal farmer, Krishna Pal,
had immolated himself to
death on May 18 following the
atrocities by goons and crimi-
nal negligence by police in
looking into his case.

The delegation consisted of
left leaders Arvind Raj
Swaroop, Raguraj, Prem Pal
Singh, Rakesh Singh, Rajendra
Singh and Rajesh Kumar
Saxena. Girish said a talk with
the farmers and family mem-
bers of the deceased brought to
the fore the pitiable condition
of the poor and resource-less
farmers and government and
administration’s insensitivity
towards them even as ‘Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav’ is being cel-
ebrated.

He said Krishna Pal was a
marginal farmer who used to
do farming on a share basis. On
April 23, some goons set fire to
his wheat crop. Krishna Pal had
lodged a case against them but
the police did not register a

case. “Krishna Pal was bullied
and humiliated by the goons
for pursuing his case. His sons
were also thrashed by the
goons. He kept running from
one office to another to get his
case heard, but to no avail. He
finally ended his life by immo-
lating himself, but the admin-
istration continued to be neg-
ligent,” the CPI leader said.

He said the delegation
came to know that the deceased
farmer’s family lives in a small
room sans any facility.

“Krishna Pal’s sons’ are
recovering at home as they did
not get medical help. Only
one of his sons could get a CT
scan done for detection of
head injuries. The goons had
also lodged a cross-FIR in this
connection,” he pointed out.

He further said that the
deceased farmer’s family and
other villagers were miffed
with the parties that made tall
promises at the time of election. 

The CPI asked the state
government to give Rs 50 lakh
as compensation to the family
of the deceased and Rs 10
lakh to his sons for medical
treatment.
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Scores of all-women bhan-
daras were organised across

the city on the second Bada
Mangal with special menu con-
sisting of healthy, hygienic and
nutritious food meant for devo-
tees. The bhandaras also
reflected the new trends as the
organisers kept the weather
conditions in mind and pre-
pared food accordingly. An
all-women bhandara set up by
a non-political and unaided
organisation at Vishwas Khand
attracted a large number of
devotees. Women of all age
groups cutting across many
professions collected after tak-
ing leave from their respective
workplaces to serve the 
devotees. 

Reena Saxena from the
organisation was seen applying
a tilak on the foreheads of all
the visitors.

Kiran Upadhyay, Kalpana
Mishra, Seema Agarwal, Priti
Kirti, Archana Shukla and
Sadhana Rastogi served the
devotees with beaming faces.

Anjali Upadhyay said they
decided on a menu consisting
of energy drinks, fruits and
boondi for the devotees.
“Looking into the weather con-
ditions, we avoided deep-fried
puri-sabzi and opted for healthy

options such as bananas which
are filling & high in  nutrition,
and litchis. We allowed the
devotees to have as many fruits
as they wanted,” she said.

She said they made ‘Tang’
orange drink for the devotees
as a kind of energy drink and
the water was procured from a
branded company. “The con-
tainers were cleaned properly
and clean utensils were used at
the bhandara. The garbage was
dumped in separate containers
kept outside,” she said.

She added that the all-
women bhandaras are a way to
highlight women empower-
ment and the sight of so many
women together attracted a lot
of devotees.

Kiran Upadhyay, who is a
businesswoman, left her work
to supervise the preparation of
7-kg boondis while Kavita
Biseria, who is a lecturer at the

Sanskrit University, took leave
to serve the devotees.

In Vivek Khand
(Gomtinagar), businesswoman
Anita Mishra combined with
her neighbours to set up an all-
women bhandara. Her partners
included Smita Pandey, Puja
Tewari and Lata Shukla.

Anita said they took special
care to make sure that they had
food items for those with dif-
ferent requirements in keeping
with their age group, likings etc.

“We have also prepared
puri-sabzi but we also know
that people opt for lighter
items and since puri-sabzi is
heavy on the stomach, we have
also prepared ‘kadhi-chawal’.
We made it a point to serve the
food themselves and water has
directly from our homes. We
will also be celebrating the
Bada Mangal in the upcoming
weeks,” she added.
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The anti-encroachment drive
by Lucknow Municipal

Corporation has picked up
pace following Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath’s directions
for better traffic movement.
Vendors have been asked to
remove encroachments on
their own or the same would be
removed by LMC authorities.

On Tuesday, the encroach-
ments were removed in Zone-
2 from Balagany temple to
Cotton Mill crossing. Zonal
incharge Arun Kumar
Chaudhary said 35 vendors
were evicted and various tem-
porary structures were
removed. The LMC team revis-
ited Zone-7 and removed
encroachments from some
parts of Bhootnath while Zone-
5 incharge said the drive was
carried out at Indira Gandhi
Pratishthan, CNG road and
around Hilton Hotel.

Municipal Commissioner
Aditya Kumar Dwivedi said
that under the directions of
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, a special anti-
encroachment drive is being
carried out on all main roads,
footpaths and public places.

“Shopkeepers are asked to
remove encroachments on
their own and we take action
only if they fail to do as direct-
ed,” Dwivedi said.

Encroachments have
recently been removed from
Kaiserbagh crossing to
Burlington in Zone-1, from
Queen Mary’s Hospital cross-
ing to KGMU in Zone-2, and
from Kapoorthala crossing and
from both sides of Tedhipulia
in Zone-3.

In Zone-4, the drive was
held from Chinhat crossing to
Kamta crossing while in Zone-
5, a special anti-encroachment
campaign was carried out from
Scooter India to Darega Kheda
under which mutton & chick-
en shops and temporary struc-
tures were removed.

Meanwhile, District
Magistrate Abhishek Prakash
held an awareness meeting
with all the principals and
managers of city schools at
Indira Gandhi Pratishthan.
The principals, teachers and
other staff members were
administered a pledge and
urged to follow traffic rules.

He said a Gyan Parivahan
Suraksha Samiti would be
formed in each district in
which students can give their
recommendations and sugges-
tions. He said the committee
would consist of the DM, police
commissioner and all the offi-
cials from other departments
and would meet twice a month.
He said Vidyalaya Parivahan
Suraksha Samiti would also be
formed.
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Lucknow (PNS): Fifty students
have been selected for student
welfare scholarships in Lucknow
University. Earlier, Vice-
Chancellor Prof AK Rai had
constituted a committee for
this purpose and it has select-
ed these students on the basis of
merit after examining all the 245
applications submitted in the
Student Welfare Office.

Special care was taken to
ensure proper participation
from all the faculties and depart-
ments of the university.

Rai said that in the direction
of NEP implementation, LU has
taken several steps for student
welfare and their inclusive
development in the last two
years, and student welfare schol-
arship is one of them.

Under this scheme, a finan-
cial assistance of Rs 15,000 is
provided in an academic session
to those students whose annu-
al family income is less than Rs
3 lakh and are not getting any
scholarship from any other
source. DSW Poonam Tandon
said all the students have appre-
ciated the student welfare
scheme started by the vice-
chancellor. He also said that the
scholarship amount is being
sent to all the selected students
directly in their bank accounts
through RTGS. Registrar Vinod
Kumar Singh, proctor Rakesh
Dwivedi, ADSW Alka Mishra,
Amritanshu Shukla,  Sangeeta
Sahu and Jyotsana Singh were
also present in the programme
organised on this occasion and
wished the students good luck
for their academic develop-
ment and bright future.
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Lucknow University has
sought a list of colleges

where sanitary napkin vend-
ing machines and incinerators
can be provided.  DSW
Poonam Tandon is the nodal
officer of this programme.

She said one of the first
requirements of a healthy
country is setting up of infra-
structure and spreading
awareness regarding women’s
health. 

“Chancellor Anandiben
Patel has taken many steps in
this direction and her efforts
have given a new lease of life
to issues of women’s health in
urban and rural areas. The
construction of toilets in LU
is an important step in that
direction.  Lucknow
University Vice-Chancellor
AK Rai gave impetus to this
idea by setting up an open
gym, starting an awareness
campaign on the misconcep-
tions of menstruation in all
women’s hostels and installa-
tion of sanitary pad vending
machines, organising health
camps regularly at regular
intervals for girl students.
Remarkable work has been
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Vice-Chairman of Lucknow
Development Authority

Akshay Tripathi on Tuesday
presided over a meeting to
review facilities of rainwater
harvesting to be made available
at the government and private
buildings as well as in houses
across the state capital. 

Senior officers and engi-
neers of LDA attended the
meeting. The purpose was to
chalk out a strategy to preserve
and check the wastage of rain-
water. It was resolved that the
government and private build-
ings spread in 300 square metre
area should have rainwater
harvesting facility.

The LDA VC stressed on
the need to promote rainwater

harvesting to tide over water
shortage. 

He said a team consisting
of officers and engineers of
LDA, Jal Sansthan and civic
authorities would be constitut-
ed to carry out a survey in gov-
ernment as well as private
buildings to get an idea of the
existing storage system.

It is said that the rainwater
storage system, which was
about to come up in the LDA
apartments and managed by
Resident Welfare Associations
(RWAs), will be jointly funded
by RWAs and LDA. This facil-
ity will be available before the
onset of monsoon.

The VC said that the LDA
administration would help
individual house owner to
install the storage system.
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Thieves made off with a
huge quantity of ornaments

and cash from a jeweller’s store
in Sarojininagar some time on
the intervening night of
Monday and Tuesday. They
also damaged the CCTV cam-
era in a bid to hide their 
identities. As per reports, the
shop of Prateek Mishra of Nai
Basti is situated in Ganga Nagar
of Amausi area in the locality.
“The thieves dismantled the
shutter around 2 am and then
damaged the CCTV camera.

They later collected 8 kg
silver ornaments, 200 gram
gold ornaments, Rs 18,000 in
cash, 600 gram of silver and 15
gram of gold from the shop.
They also stole the documents
related to the shop before leav-
ing the scene,” Mishra stated in
the FIR. He said his shop is
located in a commercial area
and is guarded by policemen
during the night hours. “It is
strange that the thieves made
off with ornaments and the
police did not get a whiff even
though they were patrolling
there,” he said.

In a CCTV footage, six sus-
pects were spotted and all of
them had covered their faces
with scarves. They were seen
attempting to break the lock
and using a rod to jack up the
shutter to gain access into the
shop. It surfaced during the
investigation that a police jeep
has passed by the shop and the
thieves were seen hiding in a

staircase. Initially, three of the
thieves entered the shop while
others stood guard outside.
They were seen filling their

bags and pockets with the
ornaments.

The theft left the traders
enraged as they blamed it on

the police for failing to provide
security to their business estab-
lishments. They said it was dif-
ficult to run a business under
these conditions. Leaders of
traders’ association Manish
Verma, Om Prakash Sharma
and Shailendra Yadav reached
the scene where he met the
shopowner and other members
of his family. The police
claimed that they got some vital
clues about the gang which exe-
cuted the crime.

Meanwhile, thieves made
off with bathroom accessories
from the official residence of
DIG (Registration)/Deputy
Commissioner (Stamps),
Lucknow Circle, in Rajkiya
Colony Dilkusha under
Cantonment police station
area. The officer demanded
security cover for him. In his
complaint, Ajay Kumar
Tripathi said he found the
main door of his official resi-
dence open after he returned
on Monday evening.

“The locks of the main gate
were abandoned on the stair-
case. The thieves decamped
with bathroom accessories and
also damaged the wash basin.
Other items in the house were
untouched,” he said.

Tripathi said he called the
police control room and a
team reached the scene. “The
team videographed the crime
scene and conducted an inves-
tigation. I also informed the
junior engineer of PWD who
looks after the maintenance
work,” he said.
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Ateam of STF claimed to
have nabbed the kingpin

of the gang involved in theft
of diesel/petrol and dena-
tured spirit/ethanol. The arrest
was made on Monday night.
Three days ago, two of his
aides were nabbed during a
raid. The team also arrested
another aide of the master-
mind. Those arrested were
identified as Arun Kumar
Yadav of Moganlalganj (king-
pin) and his aide Dheeraj
Singh of Manak Nagar. Arun
was said to be a leader of the
Samajwadi Party and a zila
panchayat member. He and
his aide were arrested from
Kamta crossing in Chinhat.

On May 21, a team had
conducted a raid on a tip-off.
The gang members used to
siphon off diesel/petrol and
denatured spirit from tankers
headed to oil depots without
opening the digital lock. They
would then put water into the

tankers. The gang used to mix
ethanol/spirit in petrol/diesel
and then sell it to gullible cus-
tomers. The gang would also
sell ethanol to distilleries.

The police said Arun
grabbed a huge chunk of land
and surrounded it with high
walls to facilitate the entry of
tankers. His men would steal
the fuel from tankers which
would then depart for the oil
depots.

During the raid, Arun
had fled the scene while
attempting to crush the STF
team and the police registered
a case against him for attempt
to murder, rioting while
armed with weapons, restrict-
ing public servants from dis-
charging their duty and also
booked them under 7
Criminal Law Amendment
Act. Arun and his aides 
were also booked under 60/62
Excise Act. The police said
Arun has been named in as
many as ten cases of crime 
as yet.
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Lucknow is already on the
alert mode for monkeypox

threat even as District
Surveillance Officer Dr Milind
Wardhan said they are waiting
for guidelines by the Centre
and the state government.

“So far, there has been no
case of monkeypox in the city
or the country. We are aware
of the situation and we are on
the alert,” he said. As per
reports, organisations have
been alerted with the WHO
having confirmed 80 monkey-
pox cases in 11 countries.

Paediatrician Dr Piyali
Bhattacharya said they are get-
ting queries regarding mon-
keypox cases. “There have

been inquiries by doctors
regarding monkeypox on how
it is different from chickenpox.
People do not know how to
recognise monkeypox blis-
ters,” she said.

She further said that this
is the season of viral fever and
chickenpox. “Chickenpox
should not be confused with
monkeypox because both are
similar and give blisters.
However, the crust of monkey-
pox blisters is different from
that of chickenpox blisters,”
she pointed out.

Dr Bhattacharya said it is
advisable to carry out a
telemedicine consultation for
signs and symptoms in trav-
ellers, wherever possible.

She also said that there is

no need to be concerned as
these cases can be isolated
through contact tracing and
newer vaccines have also been
developed for the same.

Dr Nishant Verma from
the Paediatric department of
SGPGI said they are not
checking out for monkeypox
cases in particular since there
has been no case reported.
“However, we are getting one
or two chickenpox cases a
week. This is the season of
chickenpox and the numbers
will increase  in the coming
days,” he added.

Secretary, Organised
Medicine Academic Guild, Dr
Ishwar Gilada said the cause of
concern has increased because
the cases are spreading even in

non-endemic countries.
“The Indian Council and

Medical Research and
National Centre for Disease
Control have been asked to
monitor the situation and will
issue guidelines shortly,” he
said.

He added that monkeypox
cases have not emerged in any
of the Asian countries but in
in fairly large numbers in
three countries — the UK,
Spain and Portugal. “These
countries have 20-30 cases
each. Then there are countries
like America, the Netherlands,
Belgium, Germany, Italy and
Sweden with cases ranging
from 1-5. The rest of the
world has no cases but all the
cases are in non-endemic

areas. The endemic areas
include Central Africa and
South Africa where nothing is
worrisome because these cases
are endemic since 1980 and
hence now we need to see
whether it is coming to India
or not,” he added.

Dr Gilada said monitoring
of the situation is the need of
the hour because everybody
has seen how coronavirus
brought the world to a halt for
over two years.

“Besides being zoonotic, it
can spread from many animals
such as rats and squirrels.
Screenings can be done
through watching the fever
and palms as well as lymph
node enlargements in the
neck,” he added.
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done on important topics like
food-related counselling, san-
itation, insulation etc,” she
said.  The commitment
towards women’s health has
now led to awareness cam-
paigns about menstrual heath
and hygiene for women of 41
government col leges in
Sarojininagar,  Mall ,
Mohanlalganj, Gosainganj,
Bakshi-Ka-Talab, Chinhat,
Malihabad and Kakori blocks.

During the first phase of
this programme on May 28,
May 30, May 31 and June 1,
menstrual awareness pro-
grammes will be held at
Veerangana Udadevi
Government BEC (Mall),
Satyanarayan Tiwari Inter
College (Mohanlalganj) ,
Bakshi-Ka-Talab Inter
College, and Rajkiya Balika
Inter College, Sarosa-Bharosa,
in Kakori.
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Lucknow (PNS): A team of
cyber cell helped a retired
sub-inspector, Rama Nand Rai,
in getting back the money (Rs
8.4 lakh) which he had lost at
the hands of cyber thugs.

On May 22, Rai got a call
from an unidentified man who
introduced himself as the
staffer of the pension depart-
ment and told him that his
pension account would be

closed if he did not opt for a
KYC update. The caller asked
Rai to install an application
and then fraudulently with-
drew the money from his
account. After Rai got the
message of deduction of
money from his bank account,
he was shocked. He contacted
the cyber cell. A team worked
on the case and helped him get
back the money.   
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Columbia College of the
USA has offered a US$ 30,000
scholarship to
Vaibhavi Mittal, a
student of
C a m b r i d g e
Section of City
M o n t e s s o r i
School, Gomtinagar Campus II,
for pursuing higher education.
This scholarship will be provid-
ed to her for a four-year under-
graduate course. Vaibhavi cred-
ited her teachers at CMS and
the educational environment in
school for her achievement.
CMS founder Jagdish Gandhi
congratulated this meritorious
student and wished her success
in future endeavours. This year,
over 80 CMS students have
secured admissions with schol-
arships in some of the best uni-
versities of the USA, UK,
Canada, Australia, Japan,
Singapore, Germany etc.
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Preparations are in full swing
for the two-day visit of

President Ram Nath Kovind to
Kanpur Nagar and his native
village Paraunkh (Kanpur
Dehat) on June 3 and 4. He is
likely to be accompanied by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Governor Anandiben
Patel and Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath. The President will
address a public meeting in his
village and will meet his old
friends and family members
during his stay for about one
hour and 40 minutes. This
will be the second visit of the
President to his native village in
Derapur tehsil after assuming
the highest office. Earlier, he
had come to the district on
June 27, 2021 when he had also
attended a programme in
Punkhrayan and could not
give much time to his village. 

In order to take stock of the

preparations, Chief Secretary
Durga Shanker Mishra and
DGP Devendra Singh
Chauhan reached Paraunkh
village of Kanpur Dehat on
Tuesday. Earlier, police and
district administration officers

of Kanpur Nagar and Kanpur
Dehat had already reviewed the
security arrangements there a
few days ago. On reaching
Paraunkh, Chief Secretary DS
Mishra and DGP DS Chauhan
held  a meeting with senior

officials of police and district
administration and took stock
of the preparations and securi-
ty arrangements. All the offi-
cers of Kanpur Dehat district,
including District Magistrate,
were present at the meeting. 

Meanwhile, Commissioner
of Police, Vijay Singh Meena
said according to the proposed
schedule so far the President
will leave Lucknow for
Paraunkh by helicopter at 2.30
pm on June 3. At 3 pm, he will
address a public meeting there
till 4 pm. Thereafter, he will
visit the Pathri Mata temple,
garland the statue of Bhimrao
Ambedkar and visit the ‘Milan
Kendra’ of the village. He will
also meet his old friends and
family members in the village.
After overnight stay at the
Circuit House, he will take part
in a programme at Merchants
Chamber Hall, Kanpur, on
June 4, said the Police
Commissioner. 
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A big accident was averted near
Chaubepur railway station when the two
wagons of a goods train going to
Mathura derailed on Tuesday morning.
A cattle that came in the way of the train
and got stuck in the engine of the
goods train is stated to be the cause
behind the incident. Due to powerful
jerk, two wagons of the goods train
derailed from the track. This disrupted
the Kanpur-Farrukhabad rail route for
about 2.20 hrs. Due to disruption of the
rail route, Kanpur-Kasganj Passenger and
Loknayak Chhapra Express were stopped
at Barrajpur and Chaubepur stations
respectively. Assistant Superintendent,
Chaubepur Station, Bhaskar Gangwar
said the route remained disrupted for
about 2.20 hours.  Due to derailment of
wagons brake shoes of some of the
coaches were also damaged. Section
Engineer Zaheer Khan along with other
staff members rushed to the spot and
launched a massive exercise to restore the
route. Trains were stopped by caution on
both sides. After carrying out the repair

work on a war footing, the rail route was
restored. 

In a bid to safely drive the train up
to around 500 metres, sleepers of the

track also got damaged. Section Engineer
Vikas Kumar said after the repair of the
track, the movement of trains was
restored. 
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STTAR Future Learning Systems, a
flagship professional development

programme of Saamarthya Teachers
Training Academy of Research
(STTAR) programme was inaugurat-
ed with a welcome address by Shishir
Jaipuria, Chairman of Seth Anandram
Jaipuria Group of Educational
Institutions and also Chairman of
FICCI Arise. Addressing the audi-
ence, he said STTAR Future Learning
Systems heralded a new chapter
wherein one sought to explore what
the future of education held for the
present and coming generations.  He
said it will turn a new page, make a
new beginning to redefine teaching
and learning experiences through
new-age pedagogy, smart tech-inte-
gration, innovative practices and

transfer of knowledge, skills, values
and attitudes that shall go on to shape
the 21st century.

The inaugural session was on
‘Education 2030: Trends Shaping
Future Learning Systems’ and the

speaker was Dr Pavel Luksha,
Founder and Director of Global
Education Futures. He said that the
programme was “an opportunity to
create a new paradigm in Indian edu-
cation.” The second session was on
‘Education Transitions For Societal
Transformations’  by Professor
Alexander Laszlo, President of
International Society for the Systems
Sciences (ISSS). 

Another highlight of the day was
a case study presentation on
‘Principles of Horizontal Connections
among People, Ideas and Resources’
by Prof Alexey Fedoseev, President of
Kruzhok Movement, which was a
community of technology innovators
developing new tech to find solutions
to 21st century problems. 

The entire programme will fea-
ture Live Groups to make the new

learning practical, actionable and
implementable for all participants.
Saamarthya Teachers Training
Academy of Research (STTAR) was
an initiative of Jaipuria School of
Business under the aegis of Seth
Anandram Jaipuria Group of
Educational Institutions which had a
legacy of 76 years in the field of edu-
cation. The academy had expertise in
developing latest pedagogical compe-
tencies in  five-day programme aimed
to cover pertinent topics about new
age pedagogy and how it will shape
the future of education.  

The programme was designed to
empower school teachers, principals,
academics, researchers, college direc-
tors and heads of departments with
knowledge and competencies to con-
fidently make a progressive transition
into the future.
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Principal of Mahila Mahavidyalaya, Dr
Anju Chaudhary, while paying floral

tributes to ex-secretary of Dayanand
Shikshan Sansthan, Dr Nagendra Swarup
on his first  death anniversary said as
Ashoka tree reflects Indian traditions and
women protection and empowerment and
also ends sorrows similarly Dr Nagendra
possessed all the qualities. She said to say
he was the true educationist who was the
reason for educational expansion not only
in Kanpur, but in Uttar Pradesh and sev-
eral parts of India will not be wrong. He said
the great educationist was full of humility.

She said Mahila Mahavidyalaya was
started with a vision to spread literacy
among women and to ensure they became
independent. She said poverty affected
women worldwide and just one year of sec-
ondary school education can increase a
woman’s lifetime earnings by up to 20 per
cent. She said education for women and
girls can fix this problem as it equipped
them with more skills and knowledge, thus
qualifying them for better jobs. She  said
it also decreased societal gender stereotypes,
which promoted the acceptance of women
in higher-earning and decision-making
positions. She said if all women and girls
received quality education their employ-
ment opportunities will be greatly
improved. The staff had also assembled to
pay floral tributes at the statue of Dr Swarup
which was installed last year.
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World Thyroid Day
(WTD) is held on May

25 and aimed at increasing
public awareness of thyroid
diseases, namely the impor-
tance of their timely diagno-
sis, treatment and prevention.
Thyroid disorders were very
common worldwide, they
affected people of all ages and
had a large range of symp-
toms.  Thyroid af fected
women and was a well-
known thyroid disorders in
India.  The most  recent
nationwide study showed that
hypothyroidism was com-
mon in India and was linked
to menstrual irregularities,
polycystic ovaries and infer-
tility.

This was stated by noted
endocrinologist, Dr Rishi
Shukla while addressing
presspersons on the eve of
World Thyroid Day. He said
women today were facing a
plethora of health issues usu-
ally related to an imbalance of
thyroid hormones, which
were becoming increasingly
common. He said scientists
have not been able to under-
stand why women were more
prone than men to thyroid
problems but it was suspect-
ed that the development of
thyroidism and its variants
was linked to autoimmunity
which was more commonly
found in women than men. 

He said autoimmune dis-
eases were those in which the
body interprets a normal
body part or its secretions as
a threat and produces anti-
bodies to target them.  
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Noted Chartered Accountant (CA)
Anil Kumar Saxena while address-

ing the special session on ‘Recent
Amendments to Fiscal Laws’ at
Merchants Chamber Auditorium on
Tuesday said Company Auditor’s Report
Order (CARO 2020) was a new format
for issue of audit reports in case of statu-
tory audits of companies under
Companies Act, 2013.  He said it had
included additional reporting require-
ments after consultations and the aim

of CARO 2020 was to enhance the over-
all quality of reporting by the compa-
ny auditors.  He said each report made
by the auditor on the accounts of every
company audited by them to which this
order applied  for the financial years
shall in addition, contain the matters
specified in paragraphs 3 and 4 as may
be applicable. 

He said National Financial
Reporting Authority was an indepen-
dent regulatory body for regulating the
audit and accounting profession in
India.   He said Applicability of CARO

2020 was applicable on all. Addressing
the second session noted Chartered
Accountant  Mahendra Nath said the
New Rule 11UAA prescribes that for the
purposes of section 50CA, the Fair
Market Value (FMV) company other
than a quoted share, shall be determined
as provided in Rule 11UA (1)(c)(b)/(c)
and that the reference to valuation date
in the rule 11U and rule 11UA shall
mean the date on which such shares are
transferred. He said the the fair market
value of jewellery shall be estimated to
be the price which such jewellery

would fetch if sold in the open market
on the valuation date. He said in case
the jewellery was received by the way
of purchase on the valuation date,
from a registered dealer, the invoice
value of the jewellery shall be the fair
market value. 

He added that in case the jewellery
was received by any other mode and the
value of the jewellery exceeded Rs
50,000 then assessee may obtain the
report of registered valuer in respect of
the price it would fetch if sold in the
open market on the valuation date .

4�
���
#	� �

�����		�����
&	����	����������� 5 60�
�������
��!:(

Kanpur Divisional
Commissioner, Dr Raj

Shekhar, while addressing a
meeting at the
Commissionerate said the Uttar
Pradesh Government was more
concerned about road safety so
as to provide better facilities
and safety. He said road safety
audit needs to be carried out on
priority. He said the pressure on
the roads can only be decreased
if  metro rail was further
expanded and its reach was fur-
ther increased so as to form a
mass public transport. 

He said the traffic snarls

were especially due to the entry
of heavy vehicular traffic in
Kanpur. He said it had been
decided to develop bus stations
at the meeting points of the
highways and also to develop
logistic parks. He said it had
also been planned to prevent
the entry of heavy vehicles for
loading and unloading in the
city limits and thus on the out-
skirts parking for trucks, load-
ing and unloading facilities
will be set up soon. He said
these facilities will exactly be on
the principle of ‘Pay and Use’.
He said a proposal was also
under study to link Lucknow
Airport and Kanpur Airport

with Rapid Rail Metro. He
said it was also decided to
develop the religious places
around Kanpur and link them
to the main highways as well.

Spokesperson for Smart
City Neeraj Srivastava said traf-
fic congestion was primarily a
problem as many people want-
ed to move at the same time
everyday. The basic require-
ment cannot be altered without
crippling the economy and
society.  

He said there was a need to
build enough road capacity to
handle all drivers who wanted
to travel in peak hours at the
same time without delays.
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Varanasi (PNS): A huge
employment fair will be
organised by the Regional
Employment Office on May
28 at  10  am in  the
Government ITI (Women)
Chowkaghat campus. UP
Minister of Labour and
Employment Anil Rajbhar
will be the chief guest. More
than 25 reputed private sec-
tor companies are participat-
ing in the job fair. 

The candidates who are 18
to 40 years of age and from
high school to post gradua-
tion, ITI, poly-technique
diploma, MVA, B Tech and
skill development mission pro-
gramme can participate in the
job fair. It is expected that
more than 3,000 candidates

will  appear in the fair.
Meanwhile, for helping the
unemployed youths / girls of
backward classes to get jobs,
‘O’ level and CCC computer
training scheme will be run
online by the Backward
Classes Welfare department. 

Giving this information,
the District Backward Classes
Welfare Officer (DBCWO)
said that in the year 2022-23,
under the scheme, the youths
of backward classes of
Varanasi district can apply on
the websites of  backwardwel-
fareup.in or obccomputer-
training.upsdc.gov.in to get
the ‘O’ level and CCC comput-
er training at the recognised
institutions of NIELIT from
May 23 to 28. 

COURT NOTICE
CITATION (BY ADVERTISEMENT)

(Chapter XXX, Rule-21)
IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICA-

TURE AT ALLAHABAD
ORIGINAL JURISDICTION

TESTAMENTARY AND INTESTATE
JURISDICTION TESTAMENTARY

CASE NO. 50 OF 2022 
IN THE MATTER OF

THE GOODS OF
Late Mohammad Yaseen Son of Late
Mohammad Hanif Resident of Mohalla
Kajiyana Tehsil and Kasba Mariyahu
District Jaunpur......................Deceased.
Mohammad Ahmad................Petitioner.

WHEREAS an application has been
made by Mohammad Ahmad S/o
Mohammad Yaseen R/o Mohalla
Kajiyana, Tehsil and Kasba Mariyahu
District Jaunpur, for the probate of the will
(or Letters of Administration to the estate)
of Late Mohammad Yaseen deceased,
who died at Kajiyana Mariyahu,
Jaunpur Uttar Pradesh , 222161 on
25.01.2018 AND WHEREAS, the 07th
day of July, 2022 has been fixed for hear-
ing of the said application. THIS CITATION
is issued calling upon all persons claim-
ing to have any interest to come and see
the proceedings if they think fit before the
grant of probate (or Letters of
Administration).

Given under my hand and the seal
of the Court this 13th day of May, 2022.
DEPUTY REGISTRAR
HIGH COURT, ALLAHABAD 

Shri Ashish Jaiswal,
Advocate

Counsel for the Petitioner.
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Chief Medical Officer
(CMO) Dr Sandeep

Chaudhary stressed the need
for preparing a micro plan for
conducting immunisation ses-
sions successfully so that 100
per cent achievement of routine
vaccination of children and
pregnant women can be
achieved in the district. ‘For
this, it is necessary to survey the
concerned areas according to
the population and prepare
the lists by conducting head
count survey by the ASHA
workers apart from checking
the arrangement of cold chain
points, ensuring the availabil-
ity of sufficient quantity of
vaccine, mobilising the com-
munity and conducting vacci-
nation sessions,’ he said while
addressing a training workshop
on renewal of micro plan for
routine immunisation held at
Indian Medical Association
(IMA) auditorium here on
Monday.

The CMO said that all the
problems related to micro plan
should be sorted out and the
medical officer in-charges of all
rural and urban community/
primary health centres

(CHCs/PHCs) should discuss
in detail with all the staff. The
CMO asked all the block level
medical officers (MOICs),
health education officers
(HEOs), block programme
managers (BPMs), block com-
munity process managers
(BCPMs) and block immuni-
sation officers present in the
training to properly follow the
information given in the work-
shop. Along with this, he asked
the officers that by June 2, make
sure to send a new and updat-
ed micro plan.

District Immunisation

Officer (DIO) Dr VS Rai has
trained all the MOICs, HEOs,
BPMs, BCPMs and others of
the district and explained to
them in detail about the renew-
al of the micro plan of routine
immunisation for the year
2022-23. He also provided
detailed information about
routine immunisation, cold
chain point maintenance, ade-
quate availability of vaccine,
regularly updating vaccine
information on e-win portal,
adverse effects of vaccination
etc. He said that under the rou-
tine immunisation programme,

a target of 100 per cent achieve-
ment has been set for the year
2022-23, for which a plan has
been prepared and its monitor-
ing would be done by WHO
and UNICEF. ACMO Dr AK
Maurya said that under the
routine vaccination pro-
gramme, all the five UCHCs
would be made cold chain
points to strengthen the cold
chain point system in the urban
areas. “Five to six UPHCs will
be connected to a cold chain
point so that the availability of
vaccine remains constant and
the vaccine can be delivered to
the session sites and ASHA
workers at the earliest,’ he said,
asking the health officers that
vaccination sessions should be
organised at public places or
Anganwadi centres so that
children and pregnant women
can easily reach there for vac-
cination. WHO SMO Dr
Jayashilan and Dr Satrupa gave
detailed information about
how to develop the micro plan
and how to organise the vacci-
nation sessions. UNICEF
regional coordinator Pradeep
Vishwakarma and DMC Dr
Shahid also gave detailed infor-
mation about community
mobilisation and participation.
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An FIR has been lodged
against four people includ-

ing the builder at Sigra police
station in connection with the
death of a young woman due to
the collapse of the wall of an
under-construction commer-
cial building in Sonia area on
Monday evening. Baby Sonkar
(22), a resident of Chaubeypur
area, was killed. Her marriage
was scheduled to be solemnised
next month and she visited the
house of a relative of Chanda
Devi in Sonia area to do some
shopping for her wedding.

However, in the evening
when a thunderstorm hit the
city, a wall from the third floor
of the adjoining under-con-
struction commercial build-
ing collapsed in which Baby
Sonkar and Sitara Devi (60)
sustained serious injuries. They
were rushed to the Shree Shiv
Prasad Gupta (SSPG)
Divisional Hospital, where the
doctors declared Baby Sonkar
as brought dead, while the
other seriously injured elderly
woman Sitara Devi was
referred to BHU Trauma
Centre.

In connection with the
incident, Sigra police regis-
tered an FIR against four
including the builder. The
police will also seek the details

in connection with the under-
construction commercial
building from the Varanasi
Development Authority
(VDA). After the incident, in
the late evening hours, the
local residents blocked the
road, demanding demolition of
an under-construction build-
ing. They said that inside the
under-construction building
there is a temple as well as a

well where the local people
used to worship but since the
work of building started, they
were denied entry to the tem-
ple there.

Meanwhile, in connection
with the boat tragedy, the body
of the fourth victim who was
drowned with other three when
a boat capsized in the river
Ganga near Prabhu Ghat was
found near Kedarghat on

Tuesday as despite all attempts
and due to bad weather condi-
tions, the body could not be
searched a day ago. After
receiving the news about the
recovery of the body, the
Bhelupur police reached there
and the body was identified as
of Sanjay (36) and it was iden-
tified by Pawan who was one of
two who were rescued in the
incident.
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Officers and employees who
have done excellent work

in the construction depart-
ment of North Central Railway
were awarded during a felicita-
tion ceremony held at its head-
quarters here on Tuesday.

The annual prize distrib-
ution function was organized
under the chairmanship of
Chief Administrative Officer
(Construction) North Central
Railway, Sharad Mehta at
North Central Railway
Headquarters. Sharad Mehta,
Chief Administrative Officer
(Construction) was welcomed
by Mukesh Kumar Kulshrestha,
Deputy Chief Personnel
Officer, Construction and
Industrial Relations.

The programme was inau-
gurated by Chief
Administrative Officer
(Construction) North Central
Railway Sharad Mehta with the
lighting of the ceremonial lamp.

On this occasion, 57 rail-
waymen who excelled were
awarded and citations were
given to them simultaneously.
Under this, 01 officers and 56
employees were honored.

Chief Administrative
Officer/Construction, in his
address, first of all warmly
welcomed and greeted every-
one and said that it is worth
mentioning here that this year
the officers and employees of
the construction organization
who have helped in achieving
the goals of the organization or
through their innovative ideas
or system improvement. They
have made significant contribu-
tions to the organization and
have received awards at
Railway Board and General

Manager level for their achieve-
ments.

The last financial year was
full of challenges, despite the
long period of covid pandem-
ic, monsoon, the construction
organization of North Central
Railway has registered many
achievements with the collec-
tive efforts of all. We have
achieved the best ever doubling
and commissioning of sec-
tions of third and fourth lines,
we have also completed electri-
fication of Barhan-Ata sec-
tion, and several important
rail over bridge and under
bridge and yard remodeling
works have been done. 

In the month of April-
May this year, the construction
department has succeeded in
doing two important commis-
sioning and remodeling of one
major yard. Construction
Organization of North Central
Railway has done an NI work-
ing umbrella on the
Bhuteshwar section on the
fourth line at 30 kmph for the
first time last year in the direc-
tion of system improvement.
The GM, NCR congratulates all
for these achievements. He

hoped that the rest of the team
members would also be
inspired and would be honored
with the awards soon.

Chief Administrative
Officer/Construction further
said in his address that “It has
been my experience of the last
one and half year in the con-
struction organization of North
Central Railway that you all
have a lot of potential and all
of you are fighting to achieve
the goals. But in many areas we
all need to increase our capac-
ity”. During the award distrib-
ution ceremony, A.P. Sharma
Principal Chief Electrical
Engineer (Construction),
Santosh Shukla, Narendra
Singh, A.K. Singh, Saurabh
Singh Patel All Chief Engineers
(Construction), N.K. Verma
Chief Signal & Telecom
Engineer (Construction) D.V.
Singh, Chief Electrical
Engineer (Construction)
Chandan Verma, Chief
Financial Advisor and other
officials of the construction
organization were present.

DEVOTEES THRONG
HANUMAN TEMPLE: Huge
crowd of devotees made a bee-

line outside the Lete Hanuman
temple also known as Bade
Hanuman Ji on the second
Tuesday of Jeshtha month.
Since morning there was an
influx of devotees in the tem-
ples. Devotees placed a bundle
of vows at the feet of Hanuman
ji. 

To please him, they wor-
shiped by offering flowers,
sweets, basil leaves, red vermil-
ion and flag. A crowd gathered
to offer a mark to the Bade
Hanuman ji at Bundhwa across
the Sangam. The devotees
reached the temple while danc-
ing with the music system.

Tuesday of Jyeshtha month
is considered extremely virtu-
ous. It is believed that by prais-
ing Hanuman ji in this, one gets
rid of physical, divine and
material troubles soon. For
this reason, a huge crowd of
devotees gathered in all the
temples of Hanuman ji includ-
ing Bade Hanuman ji,
Hanumant Niketan, Rambagh
Hanuman Mandir,
Sankatmochan Darbar, Shri
Ram Darbar. Mass Hanuman
Chalisa and Sundarkand were
recited in the temples.

In the Bade Hanuman tem-
ple, on Tuesday morning, lord
Hanuman was consecrated and
worshiped amidst chanting of
mantras. In the evening, aarti
was performed under the lead-
ership of Shri Mahant Balveer
Giri, the Peethadheeshwar of
Shrimath Baghambari Gaddi,
adorned with gem-studded
ornaments. Saints and devotees
praised Hanuman ji in con-
junction with Amar Giri, the
administrator of the temple. He
said that Hanuman ji is soon
pleased by being praised on
Tuesday of Jeshtha month.
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The High Court has issued a
notice to BJP MLA

Harshvardhan Vajpayee on the
election petition filed by former
MLA Anugrah Narayan Singh,
who was the Congress candi-
date from the city North
Prayagraj in the UP assembly
elections. The hearing of the
petition will take place on July
18. This order has been given
by Justice Rajveer Singh. Senior
advocate Shailendra argued
the petition. The court has
directed to publish the notice
in the newspapers marked by
the Registrar General including
registered post. In this petition,
MLA Vajpayee has been
accused of filing a false affidavit
to the Election Commission
regarding his educational qual-
ification, assets, bank loan.
Petitioner Anugrah Narayan
Singh said that the opposition
Harsh Vardhan has declared
the government property as his
property and has shown the
property worth Rs 22 crores as
3.5 crores. It is also alleged that
this year's election he has given
different information from the
last 2017 assembly election.
The loan is outstanding but
with the connivance of the
bank officials, the due certifi-

cate has been obtained. Also, he
has got two degrees in the same
year which comes under the
category of Corrupt Practice.
The petition has sought cancel-
lation of the election for filing
a false affidavit. Now the elec-
tion petition will be heard on
July 18. Those interested in pol-
itics will have an eye on this
hearing to see what comes
after the court's decision. It is
noteworthy that in 2017,
Harshvardhan Vajpayee, who
was elected MLA from City
North on a BJP ticket, was
given the ticket at the last
moment. 

TB PATIENTS ADOPT-
ED: As many as 2,100 out of
3,400 Tuberculosis patients
have been adopted by various
agencies like government
departments, nationalized
banks, Prayagraj Development
Authority (PDA) and
Allahabad Chemist & Druggist
Association in the district till
now. Officials of the health
department interacted with as
many as 50 TB patients at
New Primary Health Centre
(Arial) and Community Health
Centre (Chaka) and asked
about their queries and com-
plaints. On the occasion, Chief
Medical Officer (Prayagraj) Dr
Nanak Saran said, “Patients

should not leave their treat-
ment midway in any circum-
stances and claim that the
complete treatment can cure
TB’. He further appealed to
other organisations and units to
come forward and adopt TB
patients. Ashish Singh, coordi-
nator said, “Under the Prime

Minister’s TB free India cam-
paign to eradicate the disease
by 2025, the health department
is taking effective measures
and as many as 2,100 out of
3,400 TB patients have
already been adopted by vari-
ous agencies and organisa-
tions.”
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In a tragedy, two died when
they well into a well in

Phulwaria, under the Cantt
police station in the wee hours
on Tuesday. The police sent the
body for postmortem examina-
tion. According to the informa-
tion, there was a marriage of
the daughter of one Moti
Chand at Imiliya Ghat in
Phulwaria area on Monday
night. The reception of the son
of Moti was also on the same
night. The marriage procession
of the bridegroom reached the
house of Moti Chand from
Chakra in Chandauli district
on Monday evening for the
marriage of his daughter.
Santosh (38) of Sakaldiha in
Chandauli and Rohit (25) of
Katsil in Chandauli had also
come with the marriage proces-
sion to attend the marriage
function. It was said that in the
wee hours around 3 am on
Tuesday morning, Santosh
unfortunately fell into a well,
located near the house of Moti
Chand and started crying.
After hearing his crying, Rohit
reached there and jumped into
it to save him but he also died
with Santosh because of poiso-
nous gas emitting from the
well. On being informed the
local police reached the spot
and with the help of fire
brigade personnel the bodies of
both were fished out from the
well. The family members of
both were informed about the
tragedy and the police sent the
bodies for the postmortem
examination. 

BANK PAYS COMPEN-
SATION: In a major relief, the
Indian Bank released Rs 1.25
lakh to each affected locker
holder as a compensation in the
locker theft incident of the
Chandauli branch. In a press
statement released by the zonal
office of the bank, after the
meeting with the district
authorities, the bank decided to
release the compensation to the
affected locker holders due to
the said theft. As per the latest
guidelines of the Reserve Bank
of India, the locker holders
affected due to loot, theft, etc
may be compensated up to an
amount of 100 times of prevail-
ing locker rent. After this, the
individual affected locker hold-
ers got Rs 1.25 lakh each, the
statement issued By the zonal
manager of the bank stated and
added that the compensation
has been credited to the
accounts of the locker holders
on Monday last. The amount
may be withdrawn after the
completion of the document
formalities by the branch and
locker holders. This will ensure
the trust, goodwill and reputa-
tion of the bank among all the
locker holders and customers,
the statement further stated.
The Chandauli branch of the
bank located on the GT road of
the district is among the oldest
branches of the city. On
January 30/31, 2022, the case of
locker loot from the branch's
locker came to light. Such
immediate action of compen-
sation in the aforesaid matter
taken by the bank will restore
the bank's credibility among
the customers and public, the
statement said.



Morrison’s delayed response in
securing COVID vaccines and
handling natural disasters.
Most recently, ScoMo’s flip-
flop response in dealing with
the Queensland floods gave
the ALP leadership in
Queensland the much-need-
ed ammunition to target the
federal Government.
Morrison’s mishandling of the
Brittany Higgins’ rape allega-
tions and assault allegations
against his two parliamentary
colleagues, Christian Porter
and Alan Tudge, especially
inflicted a severe beating to the
party’s and his own public
image, and last-ditch effort to
announce Marise Payne as the
‘Prime Minister for Women’
proved futile in winning back
women voters.

Albanese is likely to get a
majority reaching 76, and thus
escape teals (climate change
activists) and the Greens
breathing down his neck. He
will have more space to man-
age the expectations of the
resource industry and instil
some moderation in climate
policy and pursuit of “renew-
able energy superpower” status
for Australia. In the post-pan-
demic recovery, the flagship
resource sector is the key for
GDP growth which the IMF
has raised to 4.2 per cent in its
latest forecast. The resource
industry contends that more

mines, minerals and metals are
needed to build a modern
society and boost economic
growth and decoding this
remains a challenging conun-
drum for the Albanese
Government.

For New Delhi, bipartisan-
ship in Australia’s India poli-
cy means the regime change
would not disrupt policy con-
tinuity. In the wake of the
Pulwama attack, new Foreign
Minister Penelope Wong, then
the Leader of the Opposition
in the Senate, had condemned
the “atrocious terrorist attack
against security personnel in
Jammu and Kashmir”. In April,
Anthony Albanese, as the
Leader of the Opposition, had
also welcomed the “deepening
of ties” and signing of the
Australia India Economic
Cooperation and Trade
Agreement (AI-ECTA). In
2017, Albanese had led a par-
liamentary delegation to India
to deepen parliamentary ties,
people-to-people relations and
understand the social, eco-
nomic, governance and polit-
ical issues. He concluded his
visit brief by writing: “…it is
important that the parliamen-
tary officers work closely to
ensure that Australian parlia-
mentary visitations don’t wait
some 17 years before the next
visit.” The insights gained will
prove useful now.

Albanese well understands
India’s relevance which has
been elevated to 63rd in ‘doing
business with ease’ rankings in
the World Bank’s Doing
Business 2020 Report, making
it the sixth fastest growing
economy, surpassing France.
It is now the ninth largest
recipient of Foreign Direct
Investment destination in
2019 by the World Investment
Report 2020 of the United
Nations Conference on Trade
and Development (UNC-
TAD). As per the Global
Innovation Index (GII) pub-
lished by the World
Intellectual Property
Organisation (WIPO), India
ranks 52nd in innovation,
improving from 57th in 2018,
and topping the list amongst
the Central and South Asian
nations.

In market sophistication,
India ranks 20th both in terms
of ‘Ease of Getting Credit’ and
‘Market Capitalisation’; third in
‘Domestic Market Sale’ and
sixth in ‘Ease of Protecting
Minority Investors’. In business
sophistication, India has
jumped from 51st in 2018 to
27th rank, and 23rd in
‘University/Industry Research
Collaboration’, something that
should interest the academic
stakeholders in Australia. India
is a major success in
Knowledge and Technology
and ranks 1st in ICT services
exports (as a percentage of total
exports) and also ranks 22nd
in the list of ‘Exporter of
Creative Goods’.

As Albanese meets his
Indian counterpart Narendra
Modi in Tokyo at the Quad
summit, both draw comfort
from the fact that their strate-
gic and bilateral interests can-
not be seen in isolation. This
means they can keep an eye on
what happens between and
around them, simultaneously.

(The author is the CEO,
Institute for Australia India
Engagement, Brisbane,
National Sports Chair
{Australia India Business
Council} and Editor-in-Chief,
India News Australia. The
views expressed are personal.)
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Sir — It is a matter of great concern that
the precious time of courts, including the
Supreme Court, is wasted on adjudication
of cases pertaining to disputes over
whether certain deities were worshipped
in places where some mosques exist now.
It is worrisome that the courts are forced
to deal with such unimportant cases when
they have to deal with huge backlog of
cases related to the lives of the common
people. Some Hindus believe that sever-
al mosques, the Gyanvapi mosque, for
example, were built by demolishing tem-
ples. Muslims, on the other hand, believe
that no such temples existed in 
these places.

It may be recollected that similar argu-
ments had led to the demolition of Babri
Masjid. The Places of Worship Act, 1991,
was legislated by Parliament to prevent
religious organisations from making
claims on other mosques and shrines. For
a long time the courts refused to hear cases
questioning the legality of mosques.
However, when the courts showed willing-
ness to hear such cases, many litigants
started filing petitions on flimsy grounds.
In fact, the courts need to reject such cases
as they violate the Places of Worship Act.

Venu GS | Kollam
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Sir — The Opposition-ruled States like
Maharashtra, Rajasthan and Kerala have
decreased VAT on petrol and diesel after
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman’s call
to provide further relief to consumers fol-
lowing a cut in excise duty by the Centre,
though some other States appear reluctant
citing their inability to take more strain on
revenue. It is debatable whether States can
afford to give up revenue from the Value
Added Tax (VAT) on petrol and diesel
unless the Centre devolves more funds or
gives them more grants. The Shiv Sena-
led Maharashtra Government slashed
the VAT on petrol by �2.08 per litre and
diesel by �1.44 per litre.

A statement by the Government said

the State exchequer will have to bear an
annual loss of �2,500 crore as a result of
this decision. Despite the tax reduction
announced by the Centre, the rates are still
high compared to 2013 when the Congress
(UPA) ruled the country. The Union
Government’s levies on petrol have gone
up substantially in the last seven years.
Though the revenue to the Union
Government has increased manifold,
there has not been a matching increase in
the revenues to States. It means that the
Centre’s excise duty cut on petrol and
diesel is eyewash.

Bhagwan Thadani | Mumbai
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Sir — As per the World Food Programme,
the world’s largest humanitarian organi-
sation focusing on food security and
hunger, a crisis is looming. WFP has
recently made a painful revelation that
worldwide, up to 811 million people go to
bed hungry every night, and the number
of those facing acute food insecurity has

more than doubled — from 135 million
to 276 million in the last three years. The
hunger crisis has been caused by various
factors like conflicts, climate shocks and
the economic consequences in the after-
math of the COVID-19 pandemic.

WFP says that ‘conflict’ is the biggest
driver of hunger, with 60 per cent of the
world’s hungry living in areas affected by
war and violence. Also, the events unfold-
ing in Ukraine are proof of how conflicts
feed hunger. The pandemic has only exac-
erbated the problem, driving hunger to
unprecedented levels. Putting an end to
hunger and malnutrition is a moral oblig-
ation of humankind, and it is not just the
duty of the Governments. Ordinary citi-
zens, high net-worth individuals, youth
influencers and celebrities can all play their
part and raise their voice against the injus-
tice of global hunger.

Ranganathan Sivakumar | Chennai
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Australia has voted for
change and elected a
new Prime Minister,
Anthony Albanese,

Member for Grayndler in New
South Wales since 1996.
Nicknamed “Albo”, his substantial
rise in the party eventuated under
Kevin Rudd’s Kevin07 dispensa-
tion in which he was given a min-
isterial position. In the 2010
hung Parliament, Albanese was
also instrumental in securing
the support of independent mem-
bers when the Government was
shy of the majority mark. After
the drubbing in the 2013 elec-
tions, when the Australia Labour
Party chose Bill Shorten over him
as the leader, he secured the
Deputy Prime Minister’s position.

Subsequently, following the
shock defeat of the ALP in 2019
when Shorten resigned from
leadership, Albanese became the
party leader. There is no denying
that Albanese took charge of the
party in very challenging times
and needed to unite its factions,
restore public and business con-
fidence in Labour’s policies and
values and, most of all, consoli-
date his own authority as a leader
— and he has done fairly well on
all counts. The jury may differ
over his leadership style, articu-
lation and capabilities, but his
political resume certainly testifies
his credentials as a peace/deal-
maker within the Labor caucus
and in Parliament. Above all, he
possesses a key virtue to be a suc-
cessful political leader — patience.

Come 2022, biding his time,
he backed his political convictions
and after the initial gaffes in the
media, brick-by-brick built his
prime ministerial image in the
public. He championed change in
the way politics was conducted,
inclusiveness in decision-making,
compassion for the indigenous
Australians and hope for the
jobless. His promise to create a
national anti-corruption com-
mission is a big tick with the teals
and also the Australian public.

His win was also aided by a
strong anti-incumbency over
rape and sexual misconduct;
rising cost of living, fuel, electric-
ity and essential commodities;
stagnating wages, waning climate
commitments and Scott
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the Universe, the Divine Grace, also
known as Pushtimarg. Jagad Guru
Vallabhacaryaji had two Divine
Sons - Shri Gopinathji& Shri
Viththalnathji-Gosainji. Shri
Viththalnathji-Gosainji had seven
sons. His sixth son was Shri
Yadunathji. Shashtha pithadhishwar
Param Puja Goswami 108 Shree
DwarkeshlaljiMaharajshri is the
14th Generation of Shri Yadunathji.
For the past 13 generations based on
the traditions of Shashtha pithad-
hishwar, he resides on every Gaadi-
Pati (Throne) as Raj-Tilak. He is
presently residing in Vadodara as
Raj-Tilak in Seva of Mohini Swarup
Shri Kalyanrayji. This is the same
Swarup that Beloved
Vallabhacharya ji served (Sevya).

Pujyapad Goswami 108 Shree
DwarkeshlaljiMaharajshri is
presently the Raj-Tilak Gaadi-Pati
of Vadodara, Ahmedabad-Naroda
(Shri Mahaprabhaji’sBethakji),
Gondal, Baria, (Gujarat), Gokul
(Uttar Pradesh), Dhanpur, Shergad
(Rajasthan), Vidisha (Madhya
Pradesh), Sikandarabad
(Telangana). Likewise, in Atlanta-
Gokuldham, Ocala-Pushtidham,
Connecticut-Vallabhdham (All-
USA) &Leceister-Shreeji Dham
(UK). Moreover, he is serving var-

ious other religious establishments
around the world as an advisory.
From a very young age, Puja
Maharajshree has been an inspira-
tional religious, social and cultural
leader as well as a guiding force for
the young and old alike and strong
support for the disadvantaged mem-
bers of society. He has motivated
thousands of youngsters to embrace
Pushtimarg through various reli-
gious, cultural, educational, and
charitable institutions throughout
India and the world. Over the
years, HDH has been honored for
His profound philosophical and
poetic writings as well as for His reli-
gious, social, and humanitarian
work. He is a renowned Pushti
Margiya Propagator, Philosopher
and Teacher. He appreciates antique
collections and art &artistry. He is
very proficient in playing Mrudang
(Pakhawaj) in Music Area. He is
articulate in preparing and adorn-
ing jewelry for Shree Thakorjee. He
has written several ongoing poetries
in Gujarati, Hindi & Vraj Bhasha.
He is the author of various religious
and philosophical articles and texts.
He has an interest in ancient &
modern, known-unknown Gazals’
collections. He displays a keen
interest in national geographic and

current affairs of past and present
times...

He has received several acco-
lades and awards including the
prestigious “Glory of Gujarat” award
in 2015 for promoting social well-
being, Indian culture, and religion
as well as for His valuable contribu-
tions to economics and religious
research. Most recently in August
2021, His Divine Holiness was
awarded an honorary doctorate by
North American University, USA.

Puja Maharajshree continues to
travel tirelessly throughout the
world. HDH Dwarkeshlalji
Maharajshree enlightens the world
on the specifics of terminology
commonly used by 
followers of the Vaishnav cult.  

Who is a Vaishnav? Anyone
offering divine loving services to
Lord Shree Krishna by dedicating
and finding refuge in Him is called
a Vaishnav. A Vaishnav does not
harbor negative feelings of hatred,
jealousy, envy, etc., and treats every-
one with respect, equanimity, and
equality.

What is Inner Faith?Inner faith
is the divine love one experiences
after realising Shri Krishna’s true
nature. It is the recognition of the
all-pervading nature or Brahmavad
essence of God within ourselves and
in the world that gives a positive out-
look and attitude towards life and
creates respect, understanding, and
awareness of oneself as well as oth-
ers. Unyielding faith originating
from one’s experiences of God’s
omnipotent presence can lead to
extraordinary experiences which are
practical and liberating. In this
state of liberation, one merges into
Shri Krishna’s blissful form and no
caste, creed, color, sex, or age pre-
vents one from attaining Shri
Krishna’s grace. It transcends all
boundaries of identity, time, space,
and place.

What does Pushtimargiya
mean?Pushtimarg also known as
“The Path of Grace” is a Vaishnav
sect of Hinduism established by
Jagadguru Shrimad Vallabacharya
Mahaprabhuji, one of the great
Acharyas of Hinduism.
“Pushtimargiya” is spontaneous,
selfless, motiveless love for
LordVaishnavism theology, descend
to empower the good and fight evil,
thereby restoring Dharma. This is
reflected in the passages of the
ancient Bhagavad Gita as:
Whenever righteousness wanes and
unrighteousness increases, I send
myself forth.

For the protection of the good
and for the destruction of evil,and
for the establishment of righteous-
ness, I come into being age after age.
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(The writer is 
Editor-in-Chief of
Opinion Express. 

The views expressed 
are personal.) 

The composition of Rajya
Sabha will soon mirror
Lok Sabha giving an

advantage to the ruling BJP. But
it will not gain the majority yet.
Stakes are high for the BJP and
the opposition parties because
of the upcoming Presidential
and vice-presidential polls in
June-July. Any changes in the
composition of state assem-
blies will impact the Rajya
Sabha, the House of Elders.

The House will witness sev-
eral changes after the upcoming
biennial elections for 57 Rajya
Sabha seats and two bye-elec-
tions on June 10. Some retiring
members might come back,
and others may not. The region-
al parties may gain more than
the two national parties - the
ruling BJP and the Congress —
after the biennial polls.

The regional satraps rule

several states like West Bengal,
Telangana, Andhra Pradesh,
Odisha, Delhi, Punjab, and
Tamil Nadu. The last three
states are coalition govern-
ments. The young Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) ruling Delhi and
Punjab has been the biggest
gainer in the Rajya Sabha bien-
nial elections. It won five seats,
with which its strength in the
House has gone up to eight. The
regional parties might increase
their tally to 27 from 25 seats out
of the 57. 

Secondly, during Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s first
term (2014-2019), the
Congress-led opposition was
strong and created hurdles for
most bills. The BJP, which had
just 47 members in 2012, has
touched three digits. The num-
bers changed in Modi- 2-0,
enabling the Government to

push through many contentious
bills, including the abrogation of
Article 370 and the trifurcation
of Jammu and Kashmir. 

Of the 59 members retiring,
25 belong to the BJP, while its
allies, the Janata Dal (United)
two and AIADMK, three. The
shrinking National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) has 31 seats out
of the 59. It will be challenging
for the NDA as it will likely lose
7 to 9. As far as other parties are

concerned, the Samajwadi Party
has three, the Biju Janata Dal
four, the Bahujan Samaj Party
two, and the Telangana Rashtra
Samiti three. In contrast, the
YSR Congress, the Akali Dal,
and the Rashtriya Janata Dal
have one each.

In Andhra Pradesh, the
BJP will lose the three it current-
ly holds out of the four seats
going to the polls. The YSRCP’s
sweeping victory in 2019 means

it will gain all four seats.
Similarly, the Telangana Rashtra
Samiti (TRS) will gain both seats
going to the polls. Biju Janata
Dal (BJD) will continue to hold
all three seats. In Bihar, the
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) will
improve its tally from one seat
to two, and AAP will win both
the seats in Punjab that
Congress and Akali Dal previ-
ously held. The Jharkhand
Mukti Morcha (JMM) has
offered one seat to Congress,
held by the BJP.

Thirdly, the Congress Party,
the main opposition since 2014,
could shrink further. Electorally,
the Congress Party has not
recovered from the jolt it
received in 2014 and 2019 and
has lost one state after the other
since then. Its tally in Rajya
Sabha will dip further after the
forthcoming biennial elections

to the Upper House. The party
will get zero seats in Andhra
Pradesh, come down in
Rajasthan from 4 to 2, and lose
one seat each from Jharkhand
and Chattisgarh. Moreover,
between now and 2024, there
will be elections for 65 seats, but
Congress’s chances are bleak
and its strength will decrease
further.

Fourthly, some senior
Congress leaders might not get
a Rajya Sabha berth due to the
recent Udaipur resolution giv-
ing a 50 percent share to the
youth in all positions. The
tenure of senior Congress lead-
ers, like P Chidambaram, Kapil
Sibal, Jairam Ramesh and
Ambika Soni, are set to end.
Some Union ministers includ-
ing Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, Commerce
Minister Piyush Goyal, and

Minority Affairs Minister
Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi will also
retire. However, they are all like-
ly to come back. The party will
be able to accommodate almost
all of them after its recent mas-
sive win in four of the five state
Assembly elections. 

On the contrary, Congress’s
footprint has shrunk geograph-
ically. The party is ruling in only
four states-in Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh on its own and in
Maharashtra and Jharkhand as
a junior partner in the ruling
alliance. The party will have zero
representation in the Rajya
Sabha from 17 states and Union
Territories.

Above all, the Rajya Sabha
is likely to have a new Chairman
if the incumbent, M. Venkaiah
Naidu, is either elevated as
President or does not get a 
second term.
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journalist The views

expressed are personal.)
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���-��$� Vaishnavism is one of the major
forms of modern Hinduism, char-
acterised by devotion to Vishnu
and his incarnations. A devotee of

Vishnu is called a Vaishnava. The
Vaishnavite tradition is known for the lov-
ing devotion to an avatar of Vishnu, and as
such was key to the spread of the Bhakti
movement in South Asia in the 2nd mil-
lennium CE. For Vaishnavas, absolute
reality is manifested in Vishnu, who in turn
is incarnated in Rama, Krishna, and other
avatars. Through his avatars, Vishnu
defends traditional righteousness in keep-
ing with the moral law.

Vaishnavism is the worship and accep-
tance of Vishnu. The various sects of wor-
shippers of Vishnu pray to him in differ-
ent ways. For some, the goal of religious
devotion to Vishnu is liberation from the
cycle of birth and death. For others, it is
health and prosperity in this life, good crops,
success in business, or thriving children.
Vaishnavism comprises many sects and
groups that differ in their interpretation of
the relationship between the individual and
God. It has four main categories of sub-
schools: the medieval-era Vishishtadvaita
school of Ramanuja, the Dvaita school of
Madhvacharya, the Dvaitadvaita school of
Nimbarkacharya, and the Pushtimarg of
Vallabhacharya. The Srivaishnava sect, for
example, emphasises the doctrine of qual-
ified non-dualism of Ramanuja, according
to which, although the differentiated phe-
nomenal world is illusory, it is nevertheless
the medium through which devotees may
gain access to God. Another group profess-
es the dualism of the philosopher Madhva,
the belief that God and the soul are sepa-
rate entities and that the soul’s existence is
dependent on God. The Pushtimarg sect
maintains the pure non-dualism doctrine
of the theologian Vallabhacharya, which
does not declare the phenomenal world to
be an illusion. The Gaudiya sect, founded
by Chaitanya, teaches inconceivable dual-
ity and non-duality, the belief that the rela-
tion between God and the world is beyond
the scope of human comprehension. 

HDH Shashth Pithadishwar Puja Pad
Goswami 108 Shree Dwarkeshlalji
Maharajshree is the chief patron - manag-
ing trustee of Vaishnav Innerfaith
Pushtimargiya Organisation (VIVO-
Global). His Divine Holiness hails from the
Pushtimarg tradition of Vaishnavism as the
direct descendant of Jagadguru Shrimad
Vallabhacharya Mahaprabhuji, the founder
of Pushti Bhakti Marg and one of the five
great Acharyas in Hinduism. His Divine
Holiness is enthroned as the 14th Gadipathi
of Shashthpeeth at Vadodara, one of the
seven thrones of Shri VitthalnathjiGusainji,
the son of Shri Vallabhacharya
Mahaprabhuji. He is not only the head at
Kalyanraiji Mandir, Vadodara but also at
several temples/Havelis in India, the UK,
the USA, and Canada. The first supreme
omnipresent Jagad Guru Shrimad
Vallabhacharya Mahaprabhuji established
the Vaishnav religious system to grace upon
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Sending a clear signal to
China for its aggressive

stance in the Indo-Pacific
region, the Quad Summit on
Tuesday opposed any coer-
cive, provocative or unilateral
actions that seek to change the
status quo and increase ten-
sions in the region.

The leaders of the four
countries including India, US,
Japan and Australia also reaf-
firmed their resolve to uphold
the international rules-based
order, amidst China's growing
assertiveness in the region.

The resolve to uphold rule
of law in the Indo-Pacific was
one of the main focus points
during the Quad Summit
attended by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, President Joe
Biden, Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida and Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese.

During the second in-per-
son meeting of Quad leaders in
Tokyo, the four leaders
exchanged views about devel-
opments in the Indo-Pacific
region and global issues of
mutual interest.

"We strongly oppose any
coercive, provocative or uni-
lateral actions that seek to
change the status quo and
increase tensions in the area,
such as the militarisation of dis-
puted features, the dangerous
use of coast guard vessels and

maritime militia, and efforts to
disrupt other countries' off-
shore resource exploitation
activities," said a joint statement
issued after the meeting.

It said the Quad is com-
mitted to cooperation with
partners in the region who
share the vision of a free and
open Indo-Pacific. "We will
champion adherence to inter-
national law, particularly as
reflected in the UN Convention
on the Law of the Sea (UNC-
LOS), and the maintenance of
freedom of navigation and
overflight, to meet challenges to
the maritime rules-based order,
including in the East and South
China Seas," the statement
said.

The summit took place at
a time when the relations
between China and the Quad
member countries have
become tense, with Beijing
increasingly challenging demo-
cratic values and resorting to
coercive trade practices.

The relations between
India and China turned sour
after the stand offs in Eastern
Ladakh in 2020.  At present,
more than 50,000 soldiers each
from both the sides are facing
each other at the Line of Actual
Control(LAC)at some friction
points.

Moreover, China claims
nearly all of the disputed South
China Sea, though Taiwan, the
Philippines, Brunei, Malaysia
and Vietnam all claim parts of
it. Beijing has built artificial

islands and military installa-
tions in the South China Sea.

India, the US and several
other world powers have often
stressed the need to ensure a
free, open and thriving Indo-
Pacific in the backdrop of
China's rising military
manoeuvring in the region.

"We strongly support the
principles of freedom, rule of
law, democratic values, sover-
eignty and territorial integrity,
peaceful settlement of disputes
without resorting to threat or
use of force, any unilateral
attempt to change the status
quo, and freedom of navigation
and overflight, all of which are
essential to the peace, stability
and prosperity of the Indo-
Pacific region and to the
world," the joint statement
said.

The Quad will continue to
act decisively together to
advance these principles in the

region and beyond, the state-
ment said as it reaffirmed the
four-nation grouping's resolve
to uphold the international
rules-based order where coun-
tries are free from all forms of
military, economic and politi-
cal coercion, the statement
said. The Quad combine also
condemned terrorism and vio-
lent extremism in all its forms
and manifestations and reiter-
ate that there can be no justi-
fication for acts of terror on any
grounds whatsoever.

“We reiterate our condem-
nation of terrorist attacks,
including 26/11 Mumbai and
Pathankot attacks. We also
reaffirm UNSC Resolution
2593 (2021), which demands
that Afghan territory must
never again be used to threat-
en or attack any country or to
shelter or train terrorists, or to
plan or finance terrorist
attacks” the statement said.
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As the entire world is grap-
pling with climate change

and environment issues, the
Quad summit on Tuesday in
Tokyo launched the "Quad
Climate Change Adaptation
and Mitigation Package (Q-
CHAMP)” with "mitigation”
and "adaptation” as its two
themes.

This announcement was
made after the second in-per-
son Quad summit attended by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, US President Joe Biden,
Japanese Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida and Australian Prime
Minister Anthony Albanese.

A joint statement by the
four leaders said they have
decided to individually and
collectively further strengthen
their cooperation to mitigate
and adapt to the impacts of cli-
mate change, which poses espe-
cially serious challenges for
the Indo-Pacific region.

“Recognising the urgent
need to address climate change
as emphasised in the latest
Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC)

reports, we will steadfastly
implement the Paris
Agreement and deliver on the
outcomes of COP26,” accord-
ing to the joint statement.

The four leaders also
vowed to accelerate their efforts
to raise global ambition, includ-
ing reaching out to key stake-
holders in the Indo-Pacific
region and supporting,
strengthening, and enhancing
climate actions by partners in
the region including through
mobilising climate finance,
both public and private, and
facilitating the research, devel-
opment, and deployment of
innovative technology.

“Today, we launch the
"Quad Climate Change
Adaptation and Mitigation
Package (Q-CHAMP)” with
"mitigation” and "adaptation” as
its two themes,” the statement

said.
Q-CHAMP includes ongo-

ing activities under the Quad
Climate Working Group on:
green shipping and ports aim-
ing for a shared green corridor
framework building on each
Quad country's input; clean
energy cooperation in clean
hydrogen and methane emis-
sions from the natural gas sec-
tor.

It also includes strength-
ening clean energy supply
chains, welcoming the contri-
bution of the Sydney Energy
Forum; climate information
services for developing an
engagement strategy with
Pacific island countries; and
disaster risk reduction, includ-
ing disaster and climate
resilient infrastructure such as
the efforts through the
Coalition for Disaster Resilient

Infrastructure (CDRI).
Its coverage includes new

cooperation in clean fuel
ammonia, CCUS/Carbon
Recycling, cooperation and
capacity building support to
advance high integrity carbon
markets under Article 6 of the
Paris Agreement, climate-smart
agriculture, knowledge sharing
on subnational climate actions,
and ecosystem-based adapta-
tion.

“To make Q-CHAMP tan-
gible, we are committed to
expanding our programmes, in
support of climate actions
between our four countries as
well as in the Indo-Pacific
region. We recognise the
immense challenges posed by
climate change to the island
nations of the Pacific,” the
statement said.

“We welcome the new
Australian Government's com-
mitment to stronger action on
climate change, including
through passing legislation to
achieve net zero by 2050 and
lodging a new, ambitious
Nationally Determined
Contribution,” the joint state-
ment added.

In March last year,
President Biden hosted the
first-ever summit of the Quad
leaders in the virtual format
that was followed by an in-per-
son summit in Washington in
September. The Quad leaders
also held a virtual meeting in
March.  Australia will host the
next Quad summit in 2023.
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The World Health Organization
(WHO), has for the first time since the

current outbreak of the monkeypox in
around 11 countries, said the virus is pri-
marily spreading through sex among
men.

Warning that the virus  might take in
its grip more nations, the WHO, howev-
er, maintained that the disease is "con-
tainable".  Meanwhile in India, Tamil Nadu
has gone in an alert mode and directed the
district Collectors and Commissioners of
corporations to monitor and identify sus-
pected cases of monkeypox, if any, and iso-
late them at healthcare facilities for appro-
priate treatment.

First reported on May 7 in the UK,
monkeypox has rapidly spread to over a

dozen countries, where the virus is typi-
cally not found unlike some countries in
Central and West Africa, with about 200
confirmed and suspected cases. So far no-
associated deaths have been reported.

The WHO has warned that the infec-
tion is likely to spread to more nations even

as it expands surveillance. It further said
that the identification of confirmed and
suspected cases of monkeypox with no
direct travel links to an endemic area "rep-
resents a highly unusual event".

"We've seen a few cases in Europe over
the last five years, just in travellers, but this
is the first time we're seeing cases across
many countries at the same time in peo-
ple who have not travelled to the endem-
ic regions in Africa," Rosamund Lewis,
who runs the WHO's smallpox research,
said in a Q&A live streamed on the health
body's social media channels.

"Many diseases can be spread through
sexual contact. You could get a cough or
a cold through sexual contact, but it does-
n't mean that it's a sexually transmitted dis-
ease," Andy Seale, who advises the WHO
on HIV, hepatitis and other sexually

transmitted infections, told a news chan-
nel. Monkeypox has not previously been
described as a sexually transmitted infec-
tion, but it can be passed on by direct con-
tact during sex.

The WHO also noted that monkeypox
can be contained in countries outside of
Africa where the virus is not usually detect-
ed. "This is a containable situation," the
WHO's emerging disease lead Maria Van
Kerkhove said at a news conference on
Monday. "We want to stop human-to-
human transmission. We can do this in
non-endemic countries," she added, refer-
ring to recent cases in Europe and North
America.

Experts have suggested that countries
should review the availability of the small-
pox vaccine which is also effective against
monkeypox.
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Union Health Secretary
Rajesh Bhushan has

been appointed the chair-
person of a key committee
at the 75th World Health
Assembly (WHA), which
primarily discusses admin-
istrative and financial mat-
ters of the global health
body.

Convened by 194
member states, the annu-
al WHO assembly is being
held from May 22 to 28 in
Geneva, Switzerland. Each
year, the World Health
Assembly reviews a long
and complex list of health
challenges and responses.

The WHA functions
through two types of com-
mittees — Committee A

and Committee B, an offi-
cial said. Bhushan has been
appointed the Chairperson
of Committee B. "Bhushan
from India has been
appointed as the
Chairperson of Committee
B of the 75th World Health
Assembly," the WHO said
in a tweet. 

The Committee A
meets to debate technical
and health matters.

It has listed critical
issues to discuss during the
75th WHA including
Pandemic Preparedness
and Response,
Amendment in
International Health
Regulations 2005, WHO
work in health emergency,
Global Strategy for HIV,
TB, Viral hepatitis and
eradication of polio,
immunisation agenda-

2030, infection prevention
and control and Human
resources for health etc, the
official said.

The Committee B pri-
marily discusses adminis-
trative and financial mat-
ters of the World Health
Organisation, the official
said. 

The Committee B will
this year discuss and pre-
pare a report on many
important issues including
health conditions in the
occupied Palestinian terri-
tory including east
Jerusalem and in the occu-
pied Syrian Golan, Budget
for WHO for year 2022-
2023, prevention of sexu-
al exploitation, WHO
reforms, global strategy
and plan of action on pub-
lic health, innovation and
intellectual property.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will on May 26 lay

the foundation stone and ded-
icate to the nation 11 projects
worth over Rs 31,400 crore in
Chennai. He will also partici-
pate in an event to celebrate 20
years of the Indian School of
Business (ISB) in Hyderabad.

The projects that he will
inaugurate and lay the foun-
dation stone of in Chennai will
help significantly improve
socio-economic prosperity in
the region, have a transforma-
tive impact on several sectors
and also help create employ-
ment opportunities, the Prime
Minister's Office (PMO) said
in a statement.

Modi will visit Hyderabad
and Chennai on May 26 and
around 2 PM, will participate

in the celebration of comple-
tion of 20 years of ISB
Hyderabad and address the
graduation ceremony of Post
Graduate Programme class of
2022, the PMO said. The ISB
was inaugurated on December
2, 2001 by former prime min-
ister Atal Bihari Vajpayee.

Around 5:45 PM, the
prime minister will dedicate to
the nation and lay the foun-
dation stone of 11 projects
worth over Rs 31,400 crore at
JLN Indoor Stadium in
Chennai. These projects are
seen as a step towards boost-
ing infrastructure develop-
ment, enhancing connectivity
and giving an impetus to ease
of living in the region.

In Chennai, Modi will
dedicate to the nation five
projects worth over Rs 2,900
crore, the statement said

adding the 75 km-long
Madurai-Teni (Railway Gauge
Conversion Project), built at a
project cost of over Rs. 500
crore, will facilitate access and
give a boost to tourism in the
region. The programme will
also witness inauguration of
1,152 houses constructed as
part of Light House Project --
Chennai, built at a cost of Rs
116 crore under Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana-Urban,
the statement said. Modi will
also lay the foundation stone of
six projects, being built at a
cost of over Rs. 28,500 crore, it
said.

Modi will lay the founda-
tion stone of a multi-modal
logistic park at Chennai worth
over Rs. 1,400 crore. It will pro-
vide seamless intermodal
freight movement and also
offer multiple functionalities.
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Afresh round of war of
words erupted between the

BJP and the Congress follow-
ing the latter’s former president
Rahul Gandhi's meeting with
British Labour leader Jeremy
Corbyn in London. The BJP
asked Rahul whether the
Congress endorsed the UK
Opposition leader's "anti-India"
views, while the Congress jus-
tified its leader’s meeting and
shared pictures of Corbyn with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
to ask whether he too endorsed
the "anti-India" views of the UK
Labour leader and MP.

Rahul had recently accused
the BJP of sprinkling
“kerosene” all over India. The
BJP’s ire with Jeremy Corbyn  is
on account of  the MP’s  tweets

on the situation in Jammu and
Kashmir, which India has
maintained is an internal mat-
ter.

Union Law Minister Kiren
Rijiju shared a picture of Rahul
Gandhi's meeting with the
British leader on Twitter and
attacked the former Congress
chief, saying for how long can
one go on against one's own
country? 

"Again.. Rahul Gandhi
meets UK MP and Labour
leader Jeremy Corbyn who is
known for his hatred and dis-
like for India, advocates
Kashmir's secession. For how
long and how much one can go
on against one's own country,"
Rijiju asked in a tweet.

Hitting back, Congress
chief spokesperson Randeep
Surjewala said, "Am amazed as
to how dearest friends in TV

Media have to bend over back-
wards to serve the idiotic agen-
da of Government and ilk of
Kapil Mishra." He said politi-
cal leaders have met in the past
and will meet in future other
leaders having divergent and
opposite views.

"Hope the media friends
will ask the BJP as to what did
PM discuss in this meeting and
whether PM endorsed those
views," he said sharing a picture
of Corbyn with PM Modi.
"Finally, May I also ask our
Media Friends to identify the
two men in picture below and
ask the same questions? Does
it mean PM has endorsed
Jeremy Corbyn's views on
India," he asked.

He also cited examples of
PM Modi's public interactions
with economic fugitives Nirav
Modi and Mehul Choksi and

asked whether he endorsed
them. "Rahul Gandh taking a
picture with a person with
whom we hold divergent views
is neither a crime nor an act of
terror as is being made out. If
this is the criteria, our media
friends should also debate -
Why did PM take Nirav Modi
to Davos and about their com-
mon photos? What about video
of PM addressing Mehul
Choksi as “Hamare Mehul

Bhai” in a public function," he
asked.

"Why does PM meet
President Xi Jinping, when
China has occupied our terri-
tory? Why did PM go to
Pakistan to meet the then PM,
Nawaz Sharif? Will the
Government promise it'll never
ever meet anyone having diver-
gent views from us? Time to
debate real issues, not BJP pro-
paganda," the Congress said.
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With an aim to address
various issues of profes-

sional conduct of registered
medical practitioners (RMP),
the National  Medical
Commission (NMC) has pre-
pared Draft  Registered
Medical  Practit ioner
(Professional Conduct)
Regulations, 2022 and has
sought comments from the

public before finalising it. The
last date to send the com-
ments is June 22.

The proposed new regu-
lations aim to address issues
including their duties and
responsibilities, continuing
professional development pro-
grams, prescribing generic
medicine, prohibition of com-
mission, restriction on adver-
tisement, responsibilities
regarding drugs and medical
reports among others.
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Airlines have been barred
from selling unserviceable

seats to passengers.  The
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation  (DGCA) on Tuesday
warned airlines against offering
unserviceable seats to passen-
gers on their domestic and
international flights. In a com-
munique sent to all Indian
carriers on Tuesday, the DGCA
said that it has come to notice
of it that some of the carriers
are offering unserviceable seats

to passengers on their sched-
uled international and domes-
tic operations."This practice is
not only causing inconvenience
to the travellers but also invit-
ing a serious safety concern as
well," it mentioned. 

As per Rule 53 of The
Aircraft Rule, 1937, all materi-
als including the aircraft seat
shall conform to approved
design specifications, the
DGCA noted. The installation
of any part failing to meet the
intended design requirements,
degrades the requirements of
airworthiness, it said.
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Aligned with the vision of
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi, who recently called for
alliance of scientists and farm-
ers to deal with climate change,
and ensure a green future,
Environmental Defense Fund
(EDF) in collaboration with
Syngenta Foundation India
(SFI) has launched a unique
programme on climate smart
agriculture (CSA) which was
hosted by ICAR-National
Institute of Abiotic Stress

Management (NIASM),
Baramati Maharashtra-India.

A week-long training was
recently conducted by EDF to
educate and build capacity of
leadership team of SFI. SFI
through its network of over
8000 agri-entrepreneurs across
18 states reach out to over 7
lakh small-holder farmers,
helping them with end-to-end
value chain services and pro-
viding financial linkages.  The
objective is to train 100,000
AEs who will connect with 1
crore farmers over the next six
years.
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The Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs on

Tuesday launched the 'Swachh
Survekshan 2023' -- the eight
edition of the annual cleanli-
ness survey -- with the theme
of "Waste to Wealth" for
garbage-free cities.

In a statement,  the
Ministry said the survey
would give priority to the
principle of “3Rs” -- 'Reduce,
Recycle and Reuse' -- under

the Swachh Bharat Mission
(Urban) 2.0. 

Speaking at the launch
event, HUA Secretary Manoj
Joshi said the "Swachh
Survekshan" has evolved into
an inspirational tool rather
than being just an assessment
tool, according to the state-
ment.

It stated the largest survey
undertaken anywhere has
brought about substantive
changes at the ground level,
with cities performing well
and having a sense of pride.
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Two days after leaving the
BJP, Barrackpore MP Arjun

Singh on Tuesday said that
there were more leaders wait-
ing to switch sides. Singh on
Monday had staged a ghar-
wapsi rejoining the Trinamool
Congress three hours after he
left the party.

“I would not take the
names immediately but there
are people who are eager to
stage a homecoming or for that
matter join the TMC,” Singh
said when asked to comment
about his “excellent” chem-
istry with Bishnupur BJP MP
Saumitra Khan.

Soon after joining the
TMC the Barrackpore MP has
been entrusted with the super-
vision of organizational works
of Bongaon area bordering
Bangladesh. Bongaon has a
sizeable number of BJP MLAs
who enjoy good chemistry
with Singh.

“Saumitra Khan is like my
younger brother and has his
own political discretion ... but
his younger brother is in touch
with me,” Singh said adding

many leaders were in contact
with him and things would
unfold with time.

When contacted Khan too
would not refute reports of his
changing the party at once
even as he said that he would
consider returning to theTMC
should its general secretary
and Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee’s Abhishek Banerjee
nephew left that party.

“I will rejoin the TMC but
for that to happen Abhishek
Banerjee who is as cunning as
a jackal must leave that party,”
Khan who too had left the
TMC to join the saffron outfit

several years ago said.
Another saffron leader and

former MP Anupam Hazra
too sounded rebellious even as
he attacked his own party men
for criticizing those who were
leaving the party but not doing
any introspection. “It is impor-
tant to do some self-intro-
spection instead of always
attacking the leaders who are
leaving the party like Arjun
Singh … there must have been
some lapses which is why these
people are leaving,” he said in
an apparent reference to recent
exodus in the saffron party.

When contacted about the

recent spate of exodus, BJP MP
Locket Chatterjee said that the
BJP would be strengthened if
the traitors left the party.
“Those who want to leave
should do so immediately …
the doors are open for them to
go … the BJP will be stronger
if they leave,” she said.

Meanwhile, even as the
senior State BJP leaders went
into a huddle apparently to take
stock of the situation at least 20
district level leaders from
Jalpaiguri in North Bengal on
Tuesday left resigned posts
expressing discontent against
the way the party was func-
tioning.

Similar rebellion was seen
in BJP’s Nandigram block in
East Midnapore, a stronghold
of Opposition Leader Suvendu
Adhikari. Local BJP leaders on
Wednesday rebelled against
the party’s new Mandal presi-
dent saying the district leader-
ship was acting arbitrarily by
appointing inefficient leaders.
“If he is not removed then the
whole batch of block level
leaders would resign their
posts,” said the rebel func-
tionaries.
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The 2017 sexual assault on a
leading Malayalam film

actress took a shocking turn on
Tuesday with the victim
approaching the Kerala High
Court raising allegations of
foul play in investigation. In a
writ petition moved through
Advocate  T B Mini, the victim,
has challenged the profession-
al integrity and honesty of the
trial court judge, whose acts
were highly suspicious.

Though the case was being
heard by the same judge since
the filing of the charge sheet,
the truth remains that it has not
progressed beyond a particular
stage. Things took a turn for
the worst when the additional
director general of police R
Sreejith who was supervising

the investigation was moved
out all of a sudden after the
reconstitution of the ruling
CPI(M)’s State Committee and
the appointment of P Sasi as the
political secretary to the Chief
Minister.

The vernacular media had
reported that with Sasi making
a return to the Chief Minister’s
Office the investigation and
trial of the case would come to
a halt. Malayalam cinema’s
popular actor Dileep (also
known by his original name
Gopalakrishnan) is one of the
prime accused in the case.

The charge against Dileep
is that he had hired the services
of a petty thief (Pulsar Suni) for
kidnapping the actress and
molesting her sexually as an act
of vengeance as the former had
suspected her of passing on

details of his extra curricular
activities to his wife Manju
Warrior. Manju and Dileep
had annulled their marital ties
and the actor had married a
much younger Kavya
Madhavan.

The police ordered a fur-
ther investigation into the case
following some startling dis-
closures made by a former
associate of Dileep to the inves-
tigators. Even the lawyers rep-
resenting Dileep were under
the shadows of doubt with the
police announcing its inten-
tions to interrogate them.

The victim raises ques-
tions on the action of the judge
whom she accuses of playing
havoc with the digital records
(mobile phone calls, WhatsApp
messages, voice clips etc) which
would have established the

role of the prime accused in the
crime. 

"The conduct of the pre-
siding officer in obstructing the
investigation in this matter
clearly shows that she wants to
illegally help the culprits. Her
conducts in this regard if con-
doned or tolerated will be a dis-
grace to the judicial system
which assures equal protection
under the law," says the petition
moved by the victim.

Legal experts in Kerala
expressed their shock over the
way the chief IO was shunted
out and the delay caused in the
trial proceedings. “Something
is wrong somewhere in this
trial. There is no justification
for this kind of delay in an open
and shut case like this,” said a
widely respected legal acade-
mician in Kochi.
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“Our mutual trust, our determination,
is giving new energy and enthusiasm to the
democratic forces. Our cooperation at the
level of Quad is promoting a free, open,
and inclusive Indo-Pacific region, which
is a common objective of all of us,” he
added.

The Prime Minister also referred to
increasing cooperation among the Quad
nations notwithstanding the Covid-19
pandemic. “Despite the adverse conditions
of Covid-19, we have increased mutual
coordination in many areas like vaccine
delivery, climate action, supply chain
resilience, disaster response, and eco-
nomic cooperation. This is ensuring
peace, prosperity, and stability in the
Indo-Pacific,” he said.

Modi also complimented newly elect-
ed Australian Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese and said his presence at the sum-
mit after 24 hours of taking the oath
showed his commitment to Quad.

Biden spoke about the importance of
the Quad in responding to Covid-19, part-
nering on supply chains among others, But
much of his remarks focused on the war
in Ukraine. “We are navigating a dark hour
in our shared history,” Biden said.

“Russia’s brutal and unprovoked war
against Ukraine has triggered a humani-
tarian catastrophe. And innocent civilians
are put into the streets and millions of
refugees are internally displaced as well as
exiled.”

The US President said the situation in
Ukraine is more than just a European issue.
“It’s a global issue. The fact is that when
you turn on the television and see what
Russia’s doing now, it appears to me that
(President Vladimir) Putin is trying to
extinguish a culture. He is not trying to hit
military targets anymore, he is taking out
every school, every culture, every natur-
al history museum,” Biden said.

“As long as Russia continues this war
we are going to be partners and lead a glob-
al response,” he added.

Kishida said it was important for the
Quad leaders to get together to make a
“firm commitment” to “a free and open
Indo-Pacific”. Albanese said it was an
honor that one of his first acts as prime
minister was to attend the Quad meetings.

The Quad has been focusing primar-
ily on ensuring a free and open Indo-
Pacific against the backdrop of China’s
increasing muscle-flexing in the region. In
line with its long-term vision for the
region, Biden on Monday launched the
ambitious Indo-Pacific Economic
Framework for Prosperity (IPEF), which
is an initiative aimed at deeper coopera-
tion among like-minded countries in
areas like clean energy, supply-chain
resilience, and digital trade.

Modi said the announcement of
IPEF is a declaration of a collective desire
to make the Indo-Pacific region an engine
of global economic growth. The Prime
Minister also called for finding common

and creative solutions to tackle the eco-
nomic challenges of the Indo-Pacific
region.
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It said India and the US also extend-
ed the longstanding Vaccine Action
Programme (VAP) until 2027 to contin-
ue joint biomedical research which had
resulted in the development of vaccines
and related technologies.

A White House readout said Biden
condemned Russia’s “unjustifiable war”
against Ukraine and that the leaders dis-
cussed how to cooperate to manage dis-
ruptions caused by the war, especially the
rise in energy and food prices to protect
their respective citizens and the world.

It said the two leaders committed to
deepening the “major defence partnership”,
encouraging economic engagement that
benefits both countries, and expanding the
partnership on global health, pandemic
preparedness, and critical and emerging
technologies.

It said they looked forward to enhanc-
ing the partnership to accelerate India’s just
energy transition, including through the
US-India Climate and Clean Energy
Agenda 2030 Partnership, especially in the
areas of renewables deployment, decar-
bonizing the energy and industrial sectors,
zero-emissions vehicles and mobilizing
related investment in India.

The leaders committed to continue
providing humanitarian assistance, and
discussed how to cooperate to manage dis-
ruptions caused by the war in Ukraine, in
particular the rise in energy and food
prices, to protect their respective citizens
and the world,” the White House said.

It said the two sides announced India’s
joining the Combined Military Forces-
Bahrain as an associate member. In his
televised remarks, Modi said the two coun-
tries have shared values and common
interests in many areas, including securi-
ty, and they have strengthened the bonds
of trust. “I am sure that the India-USA
Investment Incentive Agreement between
us will see concrete progress in the direc-
tion of investment. We are increasing our
bilateral cooperation in the field of tech-
nology, and also strengthening mutual
coordination on global issues,” Modi said.

The Prime Minister said both the US
and India share the same vision about the
Indo-Pacific region and are working to
safeguard the shared values and common
interests not only at the bilateral level but
also with other like-minded countries.

“Quad and IPEF (Indo-Pacific
Economic Framework for Prosperity)
announced yesterday are active examples
of this. Today our discussion will give more
momentum to this positive momentum,”
he said.

“I am confident that the friendship of
India and America will continue to be a
force for good for global peace and stability,

for the sustainability of the planet, and for
the well-being of mankind,” Modi said.

Modi held “fruitful” discussions with
his Australian counterpart and reviewed
the multifaceted bilateral cooperation and
reaffirmed their desire to deepen it. Both
leaders reviewed the multi-faceted coop-
eration under the Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership, including in trade and invest-
ment, defence manufacturing, renewable
energy including green hydrogen, educa-
tion, science and technology, agricultur-
al research, sports, and people-to-people
ties, the Ministry of External Affairs said.

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
on Tuesday met his US and Japanese coun-
terparts on the sidelines of the Quad sum-
mit here and discussed regional and glob-
al issues. Jaishankar, who is here as part of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s delega-
tion, met US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken and held talks with him on sev-
eral important issues, including the Russia-
Ukraine conflict. Jaishankar also
exchanged views on regional and global
issues with his Japanese counterpart
Yoshimasa Hayashi.
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Track Courts and separate POCSO
courts were established in 2018.” 

Claiming a reduction in crime under
his government, Yogi said that had the
Opposition members listened to the gov-
ernor's address, things would have been
clearer to them. “When I reply to the gov-
ernor's address, you will clearly know how
much crime has come down. There was no
riot in the past five years. Between 2012
and 2017, there were more than 700 inci-
dents of riots but between 2017 and 2022,
there was no riot, no curfew,” the chief
minister asserted. 

Yogi highlighted that properties of
criminals worth more than Rs 2,000 crore
were confiscated across Uttar Pradesh. “So,
whether it is a matter of women’s safety or
the safety of 25 crore citizens, all these are
top priorities for the BJP government,” he
said.  Citing the BJP numbers in the assem-
bly as direct evidence, the chief minister
said, “Overwhelming public support dur-
ing the recent UP Assembly elections was
due to better law and order in the state in
the last five years. I laud the spirit with
which people and half of the population
have supported us. We are saying with full
commitment that strict action against
crime and criminals will continue without
any bias.’’ Referring to removal of loud-
speakers from the mosques, Yogi said,
“Over lakh loudspeakers were removed.
This could have been done by the previ-
ous Samajwadi party government also, they
lacked will power’. Moreover every deci-
sion of the Samajwadi Party is guided by
vote bank politics.”

“For the first time in many years,
Alvida namaz in the month of Ramzan
were not held on the streets in Uttar
Pradesh. There was no chaos on streets on
the occasion of Eid. and festivals were cel-

ebrated in a peaceful manner. There were
riots during Hanuman Janmotsav cele-
bration in other states, but Uttar Pradesh
remained incident free,’’ the chief minis-
ter said. 
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While Rahul, Ghulam Nabi Azad, and
Anand Sharma are part of the political
affairs group, senior leaders P
Chidambaram and Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
are in the Task Force-2024.

An interesting addition to the list of
Task Force-2024 is election strategist
Sunil Kanugolu, a former associate of
Prashant Kishor. 

Kanugolu has been mandated to chalk
out the party’s future poll strategy and
implement the decisions of the Udaipur
conclave. While Kishor had refused to join
the Congress after he was offered to do so,
Kanugolu became a member of the party.

Sonia also set up a group to coordinate
the “Bharat Jodo Yatra” planned from
Kanyakumari to Kashmir from Gandhi
Jayanti. “Following the Udaipur Nav
Sankalp Shivir, the Congress president has
constituted a Political Affairs Group that
will be presided over by her, a Task-Force-
2024 and a Central Planning Group for the
coordination of the “Bharat Jodo Yatra”, an
AICC Press statement said.

The Political Affairs Group, headed by
Sonia, comprises Rahul, Mallikarjun
Kharge, Ghulam Nabi Azad, Ambika
Soni, Digvijaya Singh, Anand Sharma, KC
Venugopal, and Jitendra Singh. 

The members of the Task Force-2024
are Chidambaram, Mukul Wasnik, Jairam
Ramesh, KC Venugopal, Ajay Maken,
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, Randeep Singh
Surjewala and Sunil Kanugolu.

“Each member of the task force shall
be assigned specific tasks related to organ-
isation, communications and media, out-
reach, finance, and election management.
They shall have designated teams which
will be notified subsequently,” the AICC
statement said.

The members of the task force also met
at the AICC headquarters and held its first
meeting on Tuesday to chalk out its
course and are scheduled to meet once
every 72 hours. The task force will be the
body that will bring about organisational
changes as decided at the three-day brain-
storming session of the Congress in
Rajasthan’s Udaipur.

Priyanka, P Chidambaram, Ajay
Maken, Surjewala, Ramesh, and Venugopal
were among those who attended the first
meeting of the group. 

“An informal meeting of the newly
constituted Task Force - 2024 was held
today at AICC HQ. It is our Nav Sankalp
to ensure that the rejuvenated spirit of
reformed politics takes our nation further
on the path to progress,” Venugopal said
after the first meeting Tuesday.

The party’s Udaipur resolution men-
tioned that it will reconnect with the peo-
ple and provide 50 per cent representations

to youth at all levels in the Congress,
besides also enforcing the one-family-one-
ticket formula, with some exceptions.

The Central Planning Group for the
coordination of the “Bharat Jodo Yatra”
includes Digvijaya Singh, Sachin Pilot,
Shashi Tharoor, Ravneet Singh Bittu, KJ
George, Jothi Mani, Pradyut Bordoloi, Jitu
Patwari and Saleem Ahmed.

All members of the task force and all
heads of the Congress’ frontal organisa-
tions will be ex-officio members of the cen-
tral group, the statement said.

Briefing media after the first meeting,
AICC chief spokesman Randeep Surjewala
said in pursuance of the Udaipur declara-
tion the Congress president has taken
extremely important decisions and has
constituted a committee of seniors to
advise her on various political issues fac-
ing the party and the nation.

“She has also constituted a ‘Task
Force- 2024’ to look at the various elections
as also our preparedness in the run-up to
the 2024 Parliamentary elections and also
a group to look at the various grassroots
programs as also how to reach to the last
person in the line, as also to common peo-
ple, both in cities as also in the villages,”
Surjewala said.

“These are issues that we need to
address, not only for the revival of the
Congress party and re-building the con-
nect to the grassroots as Rahul has said,
but also to ensure that the politics of hate
and division, hatred and manufactured
agendas that is being propagated by the BJP
is countered effectively by the historical
responsibility, bestowed upon the Indian
National Congress by the people as also by
our legacy of the freedom movement,” he
said. “We have decided, we will continue
to meet every 72 hours or more and we will
prepare a detailed plan on each of the sub-
jects: Organisation, finances, media com-
munication, and strategy, grassroots con-
nect, election management, and other
issues, that come up for our consideration,”
he said.
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He said there is no provision under the
Ancient Monuments and Archaeological
Sites and Remains (AMASR) Act under
which worship could be started at any liv-
ing monument.

“The intention of the statute is clear
that the monument should be protected
and preserved in its original condition for
posterity. Therefore, changing and alter-
ation of the existing structure would be a
clear violation of the AMASR Act and thus
should not be allowed,” the ASI counsel
said.  He said as per the petitioner’s sub-
missions, for 800 years the monument was
in the same condition.

During the hearing, the court observed
that in south-India, many monuments are
not being used and prayers are not being
offered.  

“Now you want the monument to be
turned into a temple. My question is how

you claim a legal right for restoration for
something which happened 800 years ago,”
the judge asked.  At this, the petitioner said,
“Once deity property, always deity prop-
erty. It is never lost”, adding that it was his
“fundamental right to worship.” 
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received complaints about “one of my min-
isters”.

“A case was brought to my notice that
a Minister in my Cabinet was seeking one
per cent commission for each tender and
purchase-related to his department. Only
I knew about this case, neither the media
nor the Opposition had an idea about it.
Had I wanted I would have covered it up.
And had I done so, I would have not only
failed my conscience but also the lakhs of
people who trusted me. I am taking
strong action against him. I am sacking
him from my Cabinet and directing the
police to take action against him. He has
confessed to this crime,” said Mann.

Sources informed The Pioneer that a
Government officer had approached the
Chief Minister’s Office (CMO) to complain
against Dr Singla over a week back. As the
Chief Minister took serious note of the alle-
gations, a sting operation was launched,
and incriminating evidences were created.

Mann added, “AAP has a zero-toler-
ance policy towards corruption. This
(removing a sitting Cabinet Minister) is
happening for the second time in the coun-
try. In 2015, Arvind Kejriwal had sacked
one of his Ministers on corruption
charges.” Notably, Delhi Chief Minister
Kejriwal, in 2015, had sacked then Forest
and Environment and Food and Civil
Supplies Minister Asim Ahmad Khan
accusing him of corruption, and for-
warded the case to the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) for a probe. CBI,
after probing the allegations, exonerated
Khan, following which he was rehabilitated
in the party in 2019, and appointed chair-
man of the Delhi State Haj Committee.

Mann, in his video message, said: “As
you all know, we are an honest govern-
ment. We will not tolerate corruption of
even Re one. Whenever I used to go to
people in villages, towns and cities, I saw
hope in their eyes. I saw that they had a
hope that there would be someone who
would pull them out of corruption. When
I was to be announced the chief ministe-
rial face, AAP’s revolutionary chief Arvind
Kejriwal had said that he would not tol-
erate bribery and corruption. I had
promised him that we will run this gov-
ernment the same way. I assured him that
we will not spare anyone involved in cor-
ruption.”

Adding, he said, “I want to tell every-
one that I would not tolerate corruption
of even Re one. So, straighten yourself. We
had taken an oath at martyr Bhagat
Singh’s Khatkar Kalan village, we had
promised that we would run a corruption-
free government. This is a historic decision
by AAP.”
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Maharashtra’s Anti
Terrorism Squad (ATS)

on Tuesday arrested a suspect-
ed Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) oper-
ative from Dapodi area of
Pune.

Identifying the arrest LeT
suspect as Junaid Mohammed,
the ATS officials that Junaid
had been touch with a
Kashmir-based terrorist outfit
“Gajvate Al Hind”, owing alle-
giance to LeT, through social
media. He was receiving funds
from the terrorist outfit.

A resident of Khamgaon
town in Buldhana district,

Junaid (28) had been living in
Pune for the past one and a half
years. He was on the ATS’ radar

for the past eight days. After
establishing that he was report-
edly active and linked to the
LeT’s terror networks in
Jammu & Kashmir and abroad,
through certain social media
platforms, the ATS sleuths
arrested Junaid from Dapodi
locality in Pune in the early
hours of Tuesday. 

Junaid was to be produced
by the ATS before a  designat-
ed Special Court in Pune later
in the afternoon.

Junaid’s name had cropped
during the investigations in a
terror funding case by the ATS.
The ATS took Junaid into cus-
tody after after it found evi-

dence to suggest that he had
received Rs 10,000 for his
alleged terrorist activities from
a terrorist outfit in Jammu
and Kashmir

The investigations have
revealed that Junaid had
changed his mobile phones on
several occasions to remain
undetected on social media
platforms by the probe agen-
cies. He had reportedly partic-
ipated in several terror-related
discussions on social media,
official sources said.

Junaid is also alleged to be
in touch with some extremists
in Pakistan. The ATS is inves-
tigating the allegation.
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Ignoring the reported claims by
Maratha warrior Chhatrapati

Shivaji’s direct descendent
Sambhajiraje Chhatrapati, the
ruling Shiv Sena on Tuesday
decided to nominate its
Kolhapur district party chief
Sanjay Pawar for the biennial RS
polls scheduled for June 10.

Chief Minister and Shiv
Sena president Uddhav
Thackeray decided to nomi-
nate his party loyalist Pawar for
the RS polls, after Sambhajiraje
Chhatrapati refused to join the
Sena to contest the biennial
polls.

Speculation is rife in the
state political circles that
Sambhajiraje Chhatrapati might
contest the RS polls with the
support of the Opposition BJP.

Announcing Pawar’s nom-
ination for the RS polls, Sena’s
chief spokesperson Sanjay Raut

said: “We have full respect for
Sambhajiraje Chhatrapati...
Sambhaji Pawar’s name was
cleared by Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray. We will
make a formal announcement in
this regard in the coming days”.

The RS polls from
Maharashtra have been neces-
sitated by the impending retire-
ment of six sitting MPs  --Union
Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal, former
Union Finance Minister and
senior Congress Minister P
Chidambaram, Shiv Sena chief
spokesperson Sanjay Raut, for-
mer Union Minister and NCP
leader Praful Patel, Vinay
Sahasrabuddhe and Vikas
Mahatme, both from the BJP, on
July 4, 2022. They are among the
57 RS members whose terms
will end on different dates in the
coming  weeks.

The ruling Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) has a strength of

170 MLAs — Shiv Sena 55
(one MLA Ramesh Latke, died
in Dubai last week), NCP 53,
Congress 44, smaller
parties/groups 10 and 8
Independents. The Opposition
BJP has 106  and it enjoys the
support of five Independent
MLAs and two MLAs from
smaller parties.

As per the understanding
reached among them on the
basis of their respective strengths
in the Maharashtra Assembly
polls, the ruling Shiv Sena, NCP
and Congress will get to contest
one seat each. For winning a RS
seat, the approximate number of
votes required is 42. After win-
ning one seat each, the MVA will
still have additional 44 MLAs
with whose support it can win
one more RS seat. In the normal
course, the additional RS seat
was allotted to the NCP.
However, NVP chief Sharad
Pawar has chosen to set aside the

seat for the ruling Shiv Sena as
a gesture of good will.      

On its part, the BJP —
given its strength — can win two
RS seats comfortably. If it is con-
test for the third seat, the BJP will
have to engineer cross-voting in
the polls. It remains to be seen
if the BJP will put up its third
candidate in the RS polls, despite
the fact that it does not have the
strength. 

For the six seats, the outgo-
ing RS members Sanjay Raut (
Shiv Sena)  Goyal, (BJP), Praful
Patel (NCP) will in all likelihood
be re-nominated, while
Chidambaram stands a strong
chance of being re-nominated.
The Shiv Sena is putting up
Sanjay Pawar as its second can-
didate. It remains to be seen if
the BJP re-nominate its two sit-
ting RS members  Vinay
Sahasrabuddhe and Vikas
Mahatme or replace them with
others.
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The leaders of India,
Australia, Japan and the

United States on Tuesday
unequivocally condemned ter-
rorism and violent extremism
in all its forms and manifesta-
tions, and reiterated their con-
demnation of terrorist attacks,
including 26/11 Mumbai and
Pathankot attacks perpetrated
by Pakistan-based terror
groups. In a Quad Joint
Leaders' Statement issued after
the second in-person meeting
of Quad leaders here, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, US
President Joe Biden, Japanese
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida
and Australia's newly-elected
Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese reiterated that there

can be no justification for acts
of terror on any grounds what-
soever. "We condemn unequiv-
ocally terrorism and violent
extremism in all its forms and
manifestations," the statement
said.

The four leaders
denounced use of terrorist
proxies and emphasised
importance of denying any
logistical, financial or military
support to terrorist groups
which could be used to launch
or plan terror attacks, includ-
ing cross-border attacks, it
said, without naming any coun-
try."We reiterate our condem-
nation of terrorist attacks,
including 26/11 Mumbai and
Pathankot attacks," the leaders
said in the joint statement.
Terrorists of Pakistan-based

outfits Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT)
and Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM)
had carried out the 26/11
Mumbai terror attack and the
January 2016 Pathankot airbase
attack.

JuD, led by Hafiz Saeed, is
the front organisation for LeT
which is responsible for carry-
ing out 2008 Mumbai attack
that killed 166 people, includ-
ing six Americans. Saeed, a
Pakistani national, is a UN-des-
ignated terrorist on whom US
has placed a USD 10 million
bounty. Last month, the Indian
government designated as a
terrorist Ali Kashif Jan, the
Pakistani handler of the 2016
terror attack on Pathankot air
base in which six terrorists and
seven Indian soldiers were
killed.

India has been asking
Pakistan to take credible, ver-
ifiable and irreversible actions
against terrorist networks and
proxies operating from its soil
and bring the perpetrators of
26/11 Mumbai and Pathankot
attack to justice.

In their joint statement, the
Quad leaders also reaffirmed
the UNSC Resolution 2593
(2021), which demands that the
Afghan territory must never
again be used to threaten or
attack any country or to shel-
ter or train terrorists, or to plan
or finance terrorist attacks."We
emphasise importance of
upholding international stan-
dards on anti-money launder-
ing and combating financing of
terrorism by all countries, con-
sistent with FATF recommen-

dations.
"We reaffirm that in our

fight against terrorism, we will
take concerted action against
all terrorist groups, including
those individuals and entities
designated pursuant to UNSC
Resolution 1267(1999)," it said.

The Financial Action Task
Force (FATF) is an inter-gov-
ernmental body established in
1989 to combat money laun-
dering, terrorist financing and
other related threats to integri-
ty of international financial
system.

The Paris-based FATF has
placed Pakistan on its grey list
since June 2018 for failing to
check money laundering, lead-
ing to terror financing, and was
given a plan of action to com-
plete it by October 2019.
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President Joe Biden on
Tuesday said his country's

policy towards Taiwan
remained unchanged, a day
after his  comments raised
questions about whether
Washington was shifting from
its long-standing policy of
maintaining an ambiguous
stance on self-ruled island
claimed by China as a renegade
province.

When asked at sidelines of
QUAD summit hosted by
Japan as to whether policy of
strategic ambiguity towards
Taiwan was changed, Biden
replied: "No."

"The policy has not
changed at all. I stated that
when I made my statement yes-
terday," Japan's Kyodo news
agency quoted Biden as saying
in a response to another ques-
tion about whether or not US
troops would be sent to Taiwan
if China invaded island.  Biden
on Monday said United States

was committed to defending
Taiwan if China attempted to
seize self-ruled island by force.
Asked if US is willing to get
involved militarily in a Taiwan
contingency, Biden told media
after a meeting with Japanese
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida
here: "Yes. That's commitment
we made."

Biden also said burden to
protect Taiwan was "even
stronger" after Russia's invasion
of Ukraine. The White House
insists that Biden's unusually
forceful comments about
Taiwan did not amount to a
shift in US policy towards self-
ruled island that China claims
as its own.
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As US President Joe Biden
launched a new trade deal

with 12 Indo-Pacific nations,
including India, to enhance
trade, economic and invest-
ment opportunities, China,
which sees the pact as a threat
to its dominance in the region,
went on the offensive against it,
promising more opening up,
while the official media here
termed it as "economic NATO".

On the eve of the Quad
summit in Tokyo, Biden on
Monday launched the ambi-
tious Indo-Pacific Economic
Framework for Prosperity
(IPEF), which is an initiative
aimed at deeper cooperation
among like-minded countries
in areas such as clean energy,
supply-chain resilience and
digital trade.

The IPEF is expected to
send across a signal that the US
is focused on pushing forward

a strong economic policy for
the region to counter China's
aggressive strategy on trade in
region. 

The countries joining at
launch of US-led initiative are
Australia, Brunei Darussalam,
India, Indonesia, Japan,
Republic of Korea, Malaysia,
New Zealand, the Philippines,
Singapore, Thailand, and
Vietnam.

The US-led trade deal has
already caused consternation in
Beijing as its Foreign Minister
Wang Yi on same day offered
more higher cooperation to the
Indo-Pacific region with better
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)
projects and investments.

Addressing the Economic
and Social Commission for
Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP)
through a video link around
same time IPEF was launched
on Monday, Wang said "the
Asia-Pacific region is where
China lives and thrives".
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Sri Lanka's navy said Tuesday that it has arrest-
ed 67 people who it believes were trying to

travel by sea to Australia illegally. The navy said
in a statement that 12 men were arrested first
near port town of Trincomalee, 260 kilometers
(160 miles) northeast of capital Colombo on
Monday and, upon questioning them, inter-
cepted 55 more people travelling in a fishing ves-
sel. 

It said persons were aged between 3 and 53,
and that five of them are suspected be part of
a human smuggling ring. Navy spokesperson
Indika de Silva said while their destination is still
not clear it is suspected that they were headed
to Australia. Police were still determining the
motivation for illegal voyage, de Silva said, but
Sri Lankans over years have travelled to
Australia and other developed nations illegal-
ly for economic and political reasons.

Australian media reported Tuesday that offi-
cials sent 15 people back to Sri Lanka on
Saturday after they were found travelling in a
boat near Christmas Island. Sri Lanka is facing
its worst economic crisis in recent memory fac-
ing heavy shortages of essentials from food,
cooking gas, medicine and fuel to toilet paper
and matchsticks. 
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Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi
will visit Solomon Islands this

week in what the South Pacific nation's
leader said was a "milestone" in his
country's relationship with China,
amid concerns that their new security
pact could allow Chinese military per-
sonnel on the islands.

But Prime Minister Manasseh
Sogavare insisted in a statement post-
ed on his government's website Tuesday
that the partnership with Beijing does
not come at the expense of ties with
Australia, the United States and others.

The visit of Wang at the head of a
20-person delegation on Thursday and
Friday comes amid growing concerns
about China's influence in the strate-
gically important Solomon Islands. 

Wang will be the highest-ranking
Chinese representative to visit the
country since the two nations for-
malised diplomatic relations 32 months
ago, the Solomon Islands Foreign
Affairs Ministry said, after Sogavare
switched recognition from Taiwan to
Beijing. The Chinese Foreign Ministry
said later that Wang would also visit

Kiribati, Samoa, Fiji, Tonga, Vanuatu,
Papua New Guinea and East Timor in
a 10-day trip. While in Fiji he will host
a meeting with the foreign ministers of
Pacific Island nations, it said.

"It is believed that the meeting will
play an important role in promoting
solidarity and cooperation between
China and the Pacific island countries
and in advancing the development of
our relations," Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Wang Wenbin said in
Beijing. 

The security agreement, signed in
April, would allow Beijing to send
police and military personnel to
Solomon Islands "to assist in main-
taining social order" and let Chinese
warships make port calls for "logistical
replenishment." That has raised fears of
a possible Chinese naval base on
doorstep of Australia and New Zealand. 
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Workers digging through
rubble found 200 bodies

in Mariupol, Ukrainian author-
ities said Tuesday, another grim
discovery in the ruined port
city that has seen some of the
worst suffering of the 3-month-
old war.

The bodies found in the
basement of a collapsed apart-
ment building were in a state of
decomposition and a stench
permeated the neighbourhood,
said Petro Andryushchenko, an
adviser to the city's mayor.

Mariupol, which the
Russians recently claimed full
control over, has endured some
of the worst suffering of the war
and became a worldwide sym-
bol of defiance for the diehard
defense put up for months by
fighters at a steelworks.

The announcement of the
discovery of the bodies came
shortly after Ukrainian

President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy accused Russia of
waging "total war," seeking to
inflict as much death and
destruction as possible on his
country.

"Indeed, there has not been
such a war on the European
continent for 77 years,"
Zelensky told Ukrainians
Monday night, on the eve of the
three-month anniversary of
the start of the war.

He pointed to a missile
attack that killed 87 people last
week in the town of Desna, 55
kilometers north of Kyiv, one of
the deadliest single strikes in
the war.

"And it was only four mis-
siles," he said, noting the many
hundreds of such strikes since
the beginning of the war on
Feb. 24.

The conflict began with
expectations that Russia might
overtake the country in a blitz
lasting only days or a few

weeks. But stiff Ukrainian resis-
tance, bolstered by Western

weapons, has bogged down
Moscow's troops, forcing them

to pursue more a limited objec-
tive.

The Kremlin is now
focused on the eastern indus-
trial heartland of the Donbas,
where Russian forces have
intensified efforts to encircle
and capture Sievierodonetsk
and neighboring cities, British
military authorities said
Tuesday. That's the only part of
the Donbas' Luhansk region
that remains under Ukrainian
government control.

Russian forces have
achieved "some localized suc-
cesses" despite strong
Ukrainian resistance along
dug-in positions, the U.K.
Defense Ministry said, but the
fall of Sievierodonetsk and the
area around it may cause logis-
tical problems for the Russians.

"If the Donbas front line
moves further west, this will
extend Russian lines of com-
munication and likely see its
forces face further logistic
resupply difficulties," the min-
istry said.

In its effort to secure a vic-
tory in the Donbas, Moscow
has withdrawn some forces
from around Ukraine's second-
largest city of Kharkiv.

There, residents lined up
for rations of tea, sugar, pasta
and cereal, holding out plastic
bags to receive cups of flour
and other supplies.

Meanwhile, a Russian-
installed official in Ukraine's
Kherson region said the pro-
Kremlin administration will
ask Moscow to set up a military
base there.

"It is vitally important and
will become a security guar-
antee for the region and its res-
idents," said Kirill Stremousov,
deputy head of the adminis-
tration. Ukrainian officials have
speculated Russia plans to stage
a referendum in the region to
declare its independence, sim-
ilar to ones held years ago in
the Donetsk and Luhansk
regions of the Donbas. 

Moscow recognised the
self-proclaimed Donetsk and
Luhansk republics two days
before invading Ukraine, using
that as a pretext to send troops
to its ex-Soviet neighbor.

Instead, Stremousov said
the region would ask the
Kremlin to make it part of
Russia. Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov has said it is up
to the people of Kherson to
decide how and where they
want to live.

Meeting in Tokyo with fel-
low leaders in the Indo-Pacific
security coalition known as the
Quad, President Joe Biden said
Tuesday that Russia's war in
Ukraine had brought a "dark
hour in our shared history."

Global defense leaders on
Monday agreed to send more
advanced weapons to Ukraine,
including a Harpoon launcher
and missiles to protect its coast,
Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin
told reporters.
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Spain's Prime Minister Pedro
Sanchez on Tuesday said

Russia's invasion of Ukraine is
also a direct attack on the
European Union (EU) and
Europe must walk together
going ahead.

He also said that Spain is
now hosting more than 100,000
Ukrainian refugees.

In a special address at the
World Economic Forum
Annual Meeting 2022, the
Spanish leader said he was
still a teenager when the Berlin
wall fell and the Soviet Union
collapsed. "The decade that
followed was defined by
Francis Fukuyama's thesis on
the end of history: liberal
democracy and the market
economy had prevailed, and
there was no way back. 

That's how my generation
grew up: thinking that eco-
nomic growth, interconnect-
edness, freedom of thought
and speech and human
progress were just as pre-
dictable as they were
inevitable," he said.

Now, in 2022, we know

well that liberal democracy
does not come naturally and it
requires considerable effort
and nurturing, he noted.

"As I speak here to you
today, Ukrainians are fighting
for freedom and democracy -
- not just theirs, but also ours.
We never thought that we
would see again such horrify-
ing images of bombings and
massacres on European soil.
Names like Bucha or Mariupol
have become synonyms of bar-
barity and war crimes that
cannot go unpunished,"
Sanchez said.

He said "this illegal, irra-
tional and unjust war" is caus-
ing suffering and despair in
Ukraine and beyond.

"We are witnessing the
largest human exodus since
World War II, with over 6 mil-
lion people fleeing the country
and a further 8 million inter-
nally displaced. But this is not
just a local, or even a European
conflict: this is a major inter-
national crisis, with conse-
quences for all of us, regardless
of where we come from," he
added. He also said that the
Russian invasion of Ukraine

has triggered an unprecedent-
ed global food crisis with dra-
matic consequences for the
most vulnerable countries,
individuals and families.

He said Spain is committed
to do its part and assured his
country's support for Ukraine
and its resolve in helping
ensure that Putin does not
achieve his goals.

"Spain has once again set
an example of solidarity.
Ukraine can be rest assured
that we will welcome Ukrainian
refugees in our country, now
totalling well over 100,000, for
as long as needed.

"We will also continue to
back, as we have done so far,
the toughest sanctions against
the Putin regime, and provid-
ing humanitarian aid and assis-
tance to Ukraine," he said.

"Make no mistake: Putin's
brutal aggression against
Ukraine is also a direct attack
on the European Union (EU)
and all it represents. By
responding with unity and
determination, the EU is not
only defending the basic prin-
ciples of the international
order: it is preserving the very
values that underpin it since its
foundation," Sanchez said.
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When Vladimir Putin
announced the invasion

of Ukraine, war seemed far
away from Russian territory.
Yet within days the conflict
came home - not with cruise
missiles and mortars but in the
form of unprecedented and
unexpectedly extensive volleys
of sanctions by Western gov-
ernments and economic pun-
ishment by corporations.

Three months after the
Feb. 24 invasion, many ordi-
nary Russians are reeling from
those blows to their liveli-
hoods and emotions. Moscow's
vast shopping malls have
turned into eerie expanses of
shuttered storefronts once
occupied by Western retailers.

McDonald's - whose open-
ing in Russia in 1990 was a cul-
tural phenomenon, a shiny
modern convenience coming
to a dreary country ground
down by limited choices -
pulled out of Russia entirely in
response to its invasion of
Ukraine. IKEA, the epitome of
affordable modern comforts,
suspended operations. Tens of
thousands of once-secure jobs
are now suddenly in question

in a very short time.
Major industrial players

including oil giants BP and
Shell and automaker Renault
walked away, despite their huge
investments in Russia. Shell has
estimated it will lose about $5
billion by trying to unload its
Russian assets.

While the multinationals
were leaving, thousands of
Russians who had the eco-
nomic means to do so were also
fleeing, frightened by harsh
new government moves con-
nected to the war that they saw

as a plunge into full totalitari-
anism. Some young men may
have also fled in fear that the
Kremlin would impose a
mandatory draft to feed its war
machine.

But fleeing had become
much harder than it once was
- the European Union's 27
nations, along with the United
States and Canada had banned
flights to and from Russia.
The Estonian capital of Tallinn,
once an easy long-weekend
destination 90 minutes by air
from Moscow, suddenly took at

least 12 hours to reach on a
route through Istanbul.

Even vicarious travel via
the Internet and social media
has narrowed for Russians.
Russia in March banned
Facebook and Instagram -
although that can be circum-
vented by using VPNs - and
shut access to foreign media
websites, including the BBC,
the U.S. Government-funded
Voice of America and Radio
Free Europe/Radio Liberty and
the German broadcaster
Deutsche Welle.
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Pep Guardiola joked it had been part of his
plan for Manchester City to come from 2-0

down to beat Aston Villa 3-2 to claim the
Premier League title as his side paraded the tro-
phy through Manchester on Monday.

Needing to win to hold off Liverpool by a
point to win the title, City were trailing 2-0 with
15 minutes remaining before three goals in five-
and-a-half manic minutes at the Etihad.

Guardiola kept his post-match promise by
puffing on a cigar as he took to the stage at the
end of the parade.

City have now four titles in the last five years
under Guardiola and six in the last 11 seasons.

"It was the plan, 0-2, calm, calm," Guardiola
said with a laugh. "And after we scored it was
a great night.

"Everybody knows what has happened is an
incredible achievement. This is the toughest
league, in six years since we arrived we had four.

"The happiness on all the faces is the great-
est reward we can get."

Despite their domestic dominance, the
Champions League has remained beyond City
despite the billions spent amassing a stellar
squad.

Another heartbreaking exit to Real Madrid in
the semi-finals earlier this month could have
derailed their Premier League title charge, but they
bounced back to take the necessary 10 points from
the final four games.

"There was a lot of tension in the last month
after (the defeat to Madrid) and a lot of difficult
games.

"We never give up and we have to be so proud
of the group."

The event also became a farewell party for club
captain Fernandinho, who will return to his native
Brazil this summer after nine years and 12 trophies
with the club.

"When I came here for the first time and met
someone from City they said, 'Listen, we want you
to be one of the leaders, we want you to be a cham-
pion'," the 37-year-old said.

"When I look back all of the titles we won are
really special."
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World number two Daniil
Medvedev eased into
the French Open sec-
ond round on Tuesday

as Denmark's Holger Rune remind-
ed Roland Garros that Carlos Alcaraz
is not the only teenager dreaming of
the title.

Medvedev, who came into Paris
with just one match on clay this year
following hernia surgery, routed
Argentina's 103rd-ranked Facundo
Bagnis 6-2, 6-2, 6-2 on the back of 35
winners and eight breaks of serve.

"I love Roland Garros, especial-
ly since last year," said Medvedev, who
had lost in the opening round on his
first four trips to Paris before reach-
ing the quarter-finals in 2021. "I hope
this year I can go further."

Rune, 19 and just a week older
than the highly-rated Alcaraz, marked
his main draw debut with a 6-3, 6-1,
7-6 (7/4) dismissal of 14th-seeded
Canadian Denis Shapovalov.

Rune, the boys champion in
2019 and a former world junior num-
ber one, entered Paris at a career-high
40 having started 2021 outside of the
top 400.

In the current clay season, he
won his first title in Munich, beating
world number three Alexander
Zverev on the way.

Shapovalov committed 53
unforced errors in a tie played at
breakneck speed.

"I didn't really show up today but
Holger played great tennis," said
Shapovalov, a Wimbledon semi-
finalist in 2021.

Later Tuesday, fourth seed
Stefanos Tsitsipas, who lost last year's
final to Novak Djokovic after leading
two sets to love, has a dangerous
assignment against Italy's Lorenzo
Musetti in the night session on
Court Philippe Chatrier.

The 20-year-old, ranked 66, also
led Djokovic by two sets in the last
16 in 2021 before injury curtailed his

challenge.
This year on clay he made the

quarter-finals in Marrakech and
third round at Monte Carlo,
Barcelona and Madrid where he was
forced to retire against world num-

ber three Alexander Zverev.
However, Tsitsipas is enjoying an

impressive clay court season in which
he has successfully defended his
Monte Carlo title, was runner-up in
Rome and made the semi-finals in

Madrid.
The Greek also enjoys a season-

leading 31 wins on the tour this year.
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Two former women's champions

were also in action.
Simona Halep, the 2018 champi-

on, who is working with Serena
Williams's coach Patrick
Mouratoglou, faces Nastasja Schunk,
an 18-year-old lucky loser from qual-
ifying, ranked at 165 in the world.

Jelena Ostapenko, who was a
shock Roland Garros winner in
2017, defeated Italy's Lucia Bronzetti
6-1, 6-4 to end a five-match losing
streak having started the year winning
14 of 18.

Ostapenko became the latest
player to cast doubt on her appear-
ance at Wimbledon after the tourna-
ment was stripped of ranking points
in response to its banning of Russian
and Belarusian players.

"If there are no points, I'm not
really sure what I'm going to," said the
Latvian.

"I think maybe they are going to
change their mind. I'm not sure about
points. But I think a lot of things may
happen within the next week or two
weeks."
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Rohan Bopanna and his Dutch

partner Matwe Middelkoop pro-
gressed to the men's doubles second
round of the French Open with an
easy straight-set win over local wild
cards Sascha Gueymard Wayenburg
and Luca Van Assche.

The experienced 16th seeded
Indo-Dutch pair had no trouble in
dispatching the lower-ranked home
combo 6-4, 6-1 in the opening round.

Ramkumar Ramanathan is also
in the fray, having teamed up with
American Hunter Reese. They are up
against the German team of Daniel
Altmaier and Oscar Otte.

In the women's doubles, Sania
Mirza and her Czech partner Lucie
Hradecka have been seeded 10th and
they open their campaign against
Italy's Jasmine Paolini and Martina

Trevisan.
All three Indians

will feature in the mixed
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Novak Djokovic on Monday said
he "intends to go to Wimbledon"

to defend his title despite the contro-
versy over the tournament being
stripped of ranking points. "Yes, I
intend to go to Wimbledon," said
Djokovic after overcoming Japan's
Yoshihito Nishioka in the French
Open first round. However, he
added that the initial decision of the
tournament to ban Russian and
Belarusian players following the
invasion of Ukraine was a "mistake".

The 35-year-old Djokovic stands
to lose 2,000 points due to the deci-

sion by the ATP and
WTA tours to remove

ranking points from Wimbledon in
response to the player ban. "On a per-
sonal, individual level, I have been
very negatively affected by that," said
Djokovic.

He has already lost 2,000 points
by not being able to defend his
Australian Open title.

"Collectively I'm glad that play-
ers got together with ATP and
showed to the Grand Slam that when
there is a mistake happening, and
there was from the Wimbledon
side, then we have to show that there
is going to be some consequences."

Earlier Monday, former world
number one Naomi Osaka said she
is "leaning towards not playing"
Wimbledon.
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Coach Xavi Hernandez on
Tuesday said his Barcelona

team must be rebuilt after a tur-
bulent season but refused to be
drawn on whether Robert
Lewandowski was a transfer
target.

The Catalan giants fin-
ished 13 points behind La Liga
champions Real Madrid, their
campaign ending in a whimper
on Sunday with a 2-0 home
defeat to Villarreal.

Barcelona were beaten in
four of their last nine games in
all competitions.

They were on a plane the
next morning for their first-ever
match in Australia, a friendly
against an A-League All-Star
team coached by former
Manchester United striker
Dwight Yorke and captained by
former Manchester City
defender Jack Rodwell.

Xavi has brought 20 play-
ers to Sydney, including captain
Sergio Busquets, Dani Alves,

Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang,
Frenkie de Jong, Memphis
Depay and teenage sensation
Ansu Fati.

Gerard Pique and teenage
forward Pedri were among
those missing. "Next season
we need to improve a lot, we
improved a lot since
November," said Barcelona
midfield legend Xavi, who was
appointed in November with
the team lying ninth.

While he helped revive
them and they achieved the
most important objective of
qualifying for the Champions
League, they went out to
Frankfurt in the Europa League
quarter-finals and in the last 16
of the Copa del Rey.

"I think we are in a good
way, we have to be positive. But
next season, at least, we need to
compete and win the
Champions League, why not,"
said Xavi.

"We are rebuilding the
team. We have a plan, of course,
and we need to be competitive

next season. We cannot permit
another season without win-
ning titles."

Prolific Bayern Munich for-
ward Lewandowski, who was
top-scorer in the Bundesliga last
season for the fifth year run-
ning, has been heavily linked
with Barcelona.

Xavi refused to confirm his
interest. "I cannot confirm
Lewandowski or any other
names," he said. "Of course we
are working hard and it is
obvious that we need to
improve.

"It's a matter of time," he
added of unveiling new players.
"If we have to announce some-
thing we will announce it, but
it is not the moment right
now."
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Leonardo Spinazzola will make his
return to the Italy squad after

Roberto Mancini named him among
39 players for the European cham-
pions' 'Finalissima' clash with
Argentina and the Nations League.

Roma full-back Spinazzola
was one of the stars of Italy's
charge to Euro 2020 glory
but ruptured his
Achilles tendon dur-
ing his side's 2-1
quarter-final win
over Belgium.

The injury left
the 29-year-old
out for almost
the entire sea-
son, only
returning to
action for Roma
earlier this
month, and will
join the squad after
the Conference League final

on Wednesday.
He features in

the squad alongside
Giorgio Chiellini

who will play his final
game for the national

team when they face Copa
America winners

Argentina at Wembley
on June 1.

Three days after
captain Chiellini waves
goodbye Italy will then
begin their Nations
League campaign
with the visit of
Germany to
Bologna, before
they host Hungary
in Cesena on June

7. Italy then take on
beaten Euro finalists England in

Wolverhampton on June 11 and trav-
el to Moenchengladbach to play
Germany three days later.

Coach Mancini has given
Sassuolo's promising midfielder

Davide Frattesi and Empoli attacker Andrea
Pinamonti their first senior call-ups for the run
of fixtures. He selected every player from the Euro-

winning squad apart from the injured Federico
Chiesa, Gaetano Castrovilli, Rafael Toloi and Ciro
Immobile.
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Anew-look Indian team paid
for its inexperience and

profligacy with Asian champions
Japan soundly thrashing them 5-
2 in a group A league match of
the men's Asia Cup hockey
championship here on Tuesday.

Having drawn against
Pakistan in the opening game,
India's chances after this defeat
will be badly dented as even a big
win against Indonesia in the last
game might not be enough for
qualification to the knock-out
stages.

Ken Nagayoshi, Kosei
Kawabe (twice), Ryomi Ooka
and Koji Yamasaki scored for
Japan while Pawan Rajbhar and
Uttam Singh found the target for
the Indians.

However, the younger crop
of players didn't measure up
against the Japanese, who looked
more organised and hit India
repeatedly on the counters.

India fizzled out in the sec-

ond quarter after that initial
spark, in the 24th minute, Ken
Nagayoshi converted the penal-
ty corner with a powerful angu-
lar drive that beat a diving Suraj
all ends up.

It was in the 40th minute
Japan made it 2-0 in a counter-
attack with Kosei Kawabi
snatching the ball from the
Indian midfield and sprinting
down the right wing running
left-back Dipsan Tirkey ragged
with his speed.

India found something
going their way in the dying
moments of the third quarter
when veteran Birendra Lakra
kept a powerful assist inside the
striking circle melee and the big-
bodied centre forward Pawan
Rajbhar was in the right place to
lay his stick for a perfect deflec-
tion that found the top corner of
the net.

The final quarter once again
saw the Indians going all out and
conceding a goal against the run
of play in the 48th minute.
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Former Manchester United striker
Dwight Yorke on Tuesday said that new

coach Erik ten Hag must perform "major
surgery" at the club to get them back to the
top.

Yorke, who won three Premier League
titles, the Champions League and the FA
Cup with United, spent the last fortnight
around Old Trafford and saw for himself
what needed to be done.

"We (Man Utd) are nowhere near
where we are supposed to be, especially with
the players that we have in the squad at the
moment," he said.

"I spent the last two weeks there and
had some more insight into looking where
the club is and why we are in that position.
"He's (Ten Hag) got some major surgery to

repair there, there's work that needs to be
done."

United finished a massive 35 points
behind Premier League champions
Manchester City, who pipped Liverpool to
the title by a point, with the Red Devils reg-
istering their lowest-ever points tally.

"I'm not sure what his first step needs
to be but he must stamp his authority on
the team in terms of getting the players unit-
ed together. That seems to be a bit of a chal-
lenge at the moment," added Yorke.

"When you look at our squad we have
some fantastic players but the achievement
doesn't add up to it. There's some major
ground work that needs to be done."

Former Ajax coach Ten Hag is United's
fifth permanent manager since the club last
won a league title in Alex Ferguson's
farewell season in 2013.
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Hertha Berlin secured their
place in the Bundesliga for

next season with a 2-0 away
win at Hamburg on Monday to
take the promotion/relegation
play-off 2-1 on aggregate.

An early headed goal by
Hertha captain Dedryck
Boyata and a speculative sec-
ond-half free-kick from
Marvin Plattenhardt saw
Hertha turn their fortunes
around in Monday's return leg.

Hertha had lost the first leg
1-0 in Berlin last Thursday, but
the visitors flew out of the traps
in Hamburg when Boyata

smashed in a header after just
four minutes.

Falling behind subdued
the hosts, who lacked the com-
posure of the first leg.

After nine straight seasons
in the Bundesliga, Hertha

avoided their first relegation
since 2011/12.

The aggregate defeat
denied Hamburg a return to
Germany's top flight after four
seasons since their 2018 rele-
gation.
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Virat Kohli's return to form and a rather dra-
matic entry into the IPL play-offs will make

Royal Challengers Bangalore a more confident
unit when they meet a top-heavy Lucknow Super
Giants in the Eliminator here on Wednesday.

After a string of low scores, Kohli found his
rhythm enroute to a scintillating 54-ball 73 in their
last match against Gujarat Titans. This was his only
second fifty this season.

Kohli's return to form will be a big plus to their
top-order which often has struggled to get going
in the power-play.

Add Dinesh Karthik's new-found finishing
exploits, a quality pace trio in Josh Hazlewood,
Wanindu Hasaranga and Harshal Patel who would
look to embrace the seam-friendly Eden condi-
tions, and Faf du Plessis's calm and astute captain-
cy, RCB will be upbeat in their quest of an elu-
sive IPL title.

Having featured in three IPL finals, RCB are
one star-studded outfit which has failed to live up
to its fans' expectations time and
again. But this time under a three-
time IPL winner in du Plessis,
RCB look more balanced especial-
ly on the pace bowling front.

RCB's experience in batting certainly will
weigh heavily against the young LSG pace attack
of Avesh Khan and Mohsin Khan.

Lucknow also have the experienced duo of
Jason Holder and Dushmanta Chameera but they
have been inconsistent this season, something that
can be a cause of concern for the KL Rahul-led
outfit. A key battle for RCB would be against the
Lucknow Super Giants opening duo of K L Rahul
and Quinton de Kock — by far the best opening

pair of this IPL — sitting pretty on second and
third places in the top run getters' list.

But this also will be the team's weakness as
the Lucknow franchise lacks a quality middle and
lower order, barring Deepak Hooda who has four
half-centuries this season.

The likes of Marcus Stoinis, Krunal Pandya,
Ayush Badoni and Holder have failed to impress
and it's high time that they get into their acts in
a virtual quarter-final.
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Daniel Vettori onTuesday
was named as an assistant

to Australian cricket coach
Andrew McDonald, who said
the former New Zealand cap-
tain's knowledge and experience
would be invaluable.

All-rounder Vettori played
113 Tests and 295 One-Day
Internationals for the Black
Caps and worked alongside
McDonald with Royal
Challengers Bangalore in the
Indian Premier League.

He will continue as head
coach of the Birmingham

Phoenix in England's
The Hundred.

"It's a very strong
and unified group

which has the poten-
tial to have a very

rewarding and hopeful-
ly successful period

ahead," Vettori said of the
Australian squad.

Andre Borovec of
Victoria, who has worked

with the squad on select tours
for the past year, was also made
an assistant and will coach
Australia A in Sri Lanka next
month prior to the national
team's two-Test series there.

Their appointments follow
the elevation of McDonald to
head coach in April after Justin
Langer quit, and the departure
of Jeff Vaughan to coach
Tasmania.

"I have worked with Daniel
previously and could not speak
more highly of his approach,
work ethic and rapport he
brings," he added.

"His experience and bal-
anced style are well document-
ed. He is a great fit and will bring
an enormous amount of knowl-
edge to the team."

McDonald's team already
boasts batting coach Michael Di
Venuto, spin coach Sri Sriram
and former Test seam bowler
Clint McKay.
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Indian skipper Rohit
Sharma's abysmal form

in the IPL is not a matter
of concern as he will be
back among the runs

soon, BCCI president
Sourav Ganguly said on
Tuesday.

The record five-time IPL
winning Mumbai Indians
skipper had a woeful season
finishing with 268 runs from
14 innings at an average of
19.14 with a modest strike-
rake 120.17 as their team
finished at the bottom of
the standings this season.

"Everybody is
human. There will be
mistakes but Rohit's
record as captain is
outstanding. Five IPL
titles, Asia Cup win-
ner, he has won what-
ever he has captained,
so his record as cap-
tain is outstanding.
Mistakes will happen

because they are all human,"
Ganguly said. Before the last
match where he scored a fiery

fifty against Kolkata Knight
Riders, former India captain
Kohli also endured his worst-

ever IPL with 236 runs from
13 innings which included
three golden ducks.

Backing the duo, Ganguly
said: "They are very good
players. I'm sure they will be
back among runs. They play so
much of cricket that at times
they go out of form. Kohli
played very well in the last
game, especially when it was
required for RCB.

"That's why he (Kohli)
was so happy that RCB qual-
ified. They are all great play-
ers, it's a matter of time they
will be at their best," Ganguly
added.

Rishabh Pant has failed to
impress especially with his
DRS making decisions but
Ganguly feels with time he
would improve.

"Don't compare Pant with
MS Dhoni. Dhoni has so much
experience, has captained in
500-plus games in IPL, Tests
and ODIs. So it's not fair for
Rishabh to be compared with
Dhoni."
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The legendary AB de
Villiers said he will "defi-

nitely" return to the IPL next
year as part of the Royal
Challengers Bangalore squad,
but he is not sure in what
capacity. De Villiers had been
a big part of RCB family

before he retired from all
forms of cricket last year.

"I am glad to hear Virat
confirmed it. To be honest, we
haven't decided on anything
yet. I will definitely be around
IPL next year. I am not sure
in what capacity but I am
missing getting back there,"
De Villiers told VUSport.

"I have a heard a little bird
tweeting, saying that there
might be some games in
Bangalore. So I would love to
return to my second home-
town and watch the full
capacity stadium there at the
Chinnaswamy again. I would
love to return, I am looking
forward to it."
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Young-left arm pacer Arshdeep Singh
says clarity of mind, attained through

yoga and meditation, has helped him per-
fect the art of bowling yorkers, a rare abil-
ity that has pushed him into the Indian T20
side for the South Africa series.

The 23-year-old from Kharar humbly
accepts the success that has come his way
in the IPL but says he really had to "earn
everything".

It may seem that landing yorkers, at will,
comes naturally to the lanky fast bowler but
he put in the extra work with his personal
coach Jaswant Rai ahead of the IPL to hone
his coveted skill.

Yoga and meditation has also helped
him stay calm in high-pressure scenarios.

"It (meditation) clears the mind.  When
there is pressure, there is no substitute to
clarity. Being able to stay calm surely helps
in a big way," Arshdeep said.

Back at home after a gruelling couple
of months in the IPL, Arshdeep is getting
some much-needed rest at home but it won't
be long before he joins the Indian squad for
the South Africa series beginning in Delhi
on June 9.

He bowled more with the old ball than
new ball this IPL season with Punjab rely-
ing on him heavily in the slog overs.

Only one of the two players to be
retained by the franchise, Arshdeep repaid
the faith by ending up with an economy rate
of 7.31 in the death overs, the best among

bowlers who bowled more than 10 overs in
that critical phase.

"My role depended on team combina-
tion, match ups are a big thing in T20 crick-
et. I bowled with the new ball, in the mid-
dle as well as death.

"Whatever the team combination for a
particular game was, the role changed
accordingly. You have to be adaptable in this
format.".

He ended with 10 wickets with an econ-
omy rate of 7.70 but it was his death over
game that earned plaudits from the experts.

The internet too raved as he got his york-
ers right ball after all.
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"Expecting nothing and be ready for

everything," Arshdeep swears by these
words and that is how he is approaching his
first series as a India cricketer.

He got the taste of life as an India crick-
eter when he travelled to Sri Lanka as a net
bowler last year. That was the time he also
got to work with Paras Mhambrey who
straightened his run up so that he could
swing the ball better.

He had burst on the scene in 2018 U-
19 World Cup in New Zealand, where India
won, but he did not get to play in all the
games.

Talking about the rapid strides he has
made in the last five years, he said, "The
journey has been satisfying. There were
struggles."

"Whenever I get the opportunity I try
to enjoy and make the most of it.
Whether I play or not, it is a team game.
The team has to win. My focus is on giv-
ing my 100 percent before I go off to
sleep everyday."

"I am just happy to be in the Indian
team. I don't rate my performance at all.
I am just doing my job. If I think about all
those things then thoughts will come up and
mind will get blurred.

"I feel I don't need to change anything
for the highest level. I just want to maintain
my consistency," Arshdeep signed off.
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Wicketkeeper-batter Dinesh
Karthik feels his latest

recall to the Indian team is his
"most special comeback" of a
rollercoaster international career
that began way back in 2004.

Karthik made the squad
for India's home T20 series
against South Africa beginning
June 9.

"This is my most special
comeback because a lot of peo-
ple had given up on me. For me
to comeback and do what I did,
practice the way I did, so many

special things have
happened in the
lead up to the
rock-shell and
how I prac-
ticed post

that," the 36-
year-

old told
the RCB

website.
Karthik forced the selectors

to pick him after displaying
exemplary finishing skills in
the IPL. He had last played for
India in the 2019 ODI World
Cup.

He praised the Royal
Challengers Bangalore team
management for backing him
strongly for the finisher's role.

"I think the clarity that they
gave me for me to execute the
role that I wanted to do, in many
ways I am indebted to RCB for
picking me and giving me that
role, believing in me and then
me coming out here and trying
to do my best for team RCB. So,
it's all and all a very very happy
feeling."

The main goal for Karthik
is to play the T20 World

Cup in Australia later
this year.

"There are so
many young boys

who would be putting
up their name for selection,

to see the skillset that is out there
and believe that this is the guy
we need for the World Cup. I
think it is a very very humbling
feeling. "I know that journey is
still there to the World Cup but
being a part of the scheme of
things and getting the opportu-
nity to showcase my skills, I am
very proud of it," he added.
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The swashbuckling Shafali
Verma blazed away at the

top before Laura Wolvaardt's
unbeaten half century as
Velocity overhauled a stiff tar-
get to get the better of
Supernovas by seven wickets in
the Women's T20 Challenge

here on Tuesday.
Set a target of 151 after opt-

ing to field, Velocity complet-
ed the chase with 10 balls to
spare.

After Shafali's breezy knock
of 51 in 33 balls, Laura
Wolvaard (51 off 35 balls) and
Deepti Sharma (24 not out) saw
their side home comfortably.

Chasing a challenging tar-
get, Velocity lost Natthakan
Chantham (1) early but the big-
hitting Shafali decided to go all
guns blazing as the team raced
to 60 for the loss of only one
wicket by the time the six power
play overs came to an end.

Shafali reached her half
century in quick time, needing
only 28 runs to get to the land-
mark. She did so in style,
pulling Deandra Dottin for a
boundary over midwicket.

Though she managed to
score only 17 off 13 balls,
Yastika Bhatia gave Shafali com-
pany when the team needed it
the most, having suffered an
early blow.

Shafali got out after scoring
an aggressive 51 off 33 balls, the
successful bowler being Dottin,
but the experienced duo of
Wolvaardt and Sharma ensured
the Velocity were home without
much difficulty.

Earlier, skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur top-scored
with a blistering 51-ball 71 as
Supernovas posted 150 for five.
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David Miller hit three effort-
less sixes which looked like
action replays as Gujarat

Titans, under their inspirational
skipper Hardik Pandya, made a
mockery of all the odds to reach the
final of IPL-15 with a seven-wick-
et win over Rajasthan Royals on
Tuesday. On a track that was two-
paced, Royals rode on Jos Buttler's
56-ball-89 to post 188 for six in 20
overs, which seemed like a winning
total considering the pressure of the
occasion.

But Pandya (40 no off 27 balls)
and Miller (68 off 38 balls) added
101 runs in exactly 10 overs to seal
the deal with three balls to spare.

For a team which many tipped
to finish last because of some out-
of-the-box picks, turned out to be
the most consistent and will now
play the final in front of its home
crowd at the Narendra Modi
Stadium, with more than 100,000
people cheering them on. No praise
is enough for new 'Captain Cool'
Pandya, who always looked in con-
trol even when things didn't seem
to go his team's way.

One of the cleanest hitters,
Pandya took the game deep with
some well-placed boundaries which
allowed Miller to take his time
before unleashing five huge sixes -
- three off the last over from
Prasidh Krishna, when the bowler
completely lost his nerve.

The best part about Panya's
captaincy was not taking any risks
against the opposition's best bowler
Yuzvendra Chahal (0/32 in 4 overs)
but left it to his partner, who hit two
huge sixes to ease the pressure.
Once Trent Boult (1/38 in 4 overs)

and Chahal were done, it was left
to the day's worst performer, Obed
McCoy (1/40 in 4 overs), to bowl a
good 19th over with Titans requir-
ing 23 off 12 balls.

McCoy used his back of the
hand slower balls to perfection as
only seven came off the over, leav-
ing Krishna with 16 runs to defend
but it took Miller three balls to nail
it, all in the length slots.

At the start of chase,
Wriddhiman Saha (0) was all at sea
against Boult and edged one that
moved in and then straightened
after pitching. Matthew Wade (35
off 30 balls) and Shubman Gill (35
off 21 balls) didn't let it affect their
batting as they added 72 for the sec-
ond wicket to keep the chase on
course. Gill started slowly but then
launched into Ravichandran
Ashwin with a six over long-off fol-
lowed by two boundaries on both
sides of the square.

Wade also carried on briskly
before a big mix-up ended in Gill's
run-out. Skipper Pandya started
with a square cut off McCoy before
the bowler got Wade in the same
over when Buttler took a well-
judged catch at deep mid-wicket.

Earlier, Buttler enjoyed copious
amount of luck and displayed a fair
bit of pluck during an innings of 89,
which took Rajasthan Royals to a
challenging total after being put into
bat. The Orange Cap-holder Buttler,
who had failed to get his act togeth-
er in the second half of the season,
got off to a slow start but made full
use of a couple of dropped catches
during his knock, which was stud-
ded with 12 fours and two sixes.

Buttler, who now has 718 runs
in 15 games, scored 39 off his first
38 balls and then smashed anoth-

er 50 off his next 18 deliveries.
Buttler was also fortunate to get

two reprieves -- first on 43 -- when
Hardik Pandya slipped to miss a sit-
ter, and then Rashid Khan grassed
him on 69. He then took on Alzarri
Joseph, smashing three boundaries
in an over to accelerate his scoring
before getting run-out in the final
over.

First up, it was Sanju Samson's
swagger that was on full display as
the Royals skipper, seemingly hurt
by the latest India selection snub,
responded in style with a 26-ball 47
(5x4, 3x6). At a time when Buttler
struggled to get going, the wicket-
keeper-batter dealt in boundaries in
his entertaining powerplay display.

Samson shared 68-run stand
with Buttler, of which 47 came off
the former's blade that summed up
the domination from the Royals
skipper after they were put in.

He looked ominous from the
first ball itself, when he lofted
Dayal over long-on for an effortless
six.

Titans pace duo of Mohammed
Shami and Alzarri Joseph struggled
with their line and lengths as Sanju
made full use of that to take the
score to 55/1 in six overs. 

Just when they were looking to
go out of control, none other than
the wily Afghan spinner put on the
brakes, coming into bowl after the
power-play. With the ball gripping
on the dry surface, Rashid clever-
ly used his variations against his
'bunny' Buttler as the Englishman
struggled to rotate the strike. He
conceded just two runs from the
second over that seemingly put
pressure on Sanju to take on Sai
Kishore in the next over as he per-
ished to a flighted delivery.
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Sunrisers Hyderabad pacer
Umran Malik has been one

of the finds of the IPL with his
raw pace, clocking consistent-
ly over 150 kmph to get a
maiden India call-up for the
T20 series. "His future is in
hands. If he stays fit and bowls
at this pace, I'm sure he will be
around for a long time.

"Many have played well in
this IPL. Tilak (Varma) has
done well for MI. Rahul
(Tripathi) for Sunrisers,
Tewatia for GT.

"We have seen many

emerging fast bowlers like
Malik, Mohsin Khan,
Arshdeep Singh, Avesh Khan...
It's a place where talent gets
exposure." 
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