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Haryana Chief Minister Om
Prakash Chautala in a disproportionate assets (DA) case.
The court also imposed a fine
of C50 lakh on 87-year-old
Chautala and ordered the
seizure of four of his properties.
In his judgment convicting
Chautala, Special Judge Vikas
Dhull noted that the accused
had acquired disproportionate
assets to the tune of 103 per
cent of the known sources of
income.
According to the order
passed by the court, out of the
C50 lakh fine amount of C 5
lakh would be given to the CBI
from that.
Continued on Page 9

ttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Friday rebutted the
charges of opposition on zero tolerance
towards crime, employment, and free
food grains. The chief minister also
accused the opposition of double standards
by questioning the EVM (electronic voting machines).
"Leader of the opposition is insulting
the people's mandate. The people have
returned the Bharatiya Janata Party to
power due to its hard work and welfare
works done for the people by the government. The people know who has laid the
foundation of development works and
which government actually completed
the work. After 37 years a government has
been voted back to power in Uttar
Pradesh," the chief minister said in UP
Vidhan Sabha on Friday while replying to
the debate on the motion of thanks to
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ollywood superstar Shah
B
Rukh Khan’s son Aryan
Khan heaved a huge sigh of
relief on Friday as the Narcotics
Control Bureau (NCB) gave
him a “clean chit” in the muchdiscussed mid-sea drug bust
case, citing “lack of sufficient
evidence” against him.
Apart from Aryan, the
NCB also spared five others —
Avin Sahu, Gopal Anand,
Samir Saighan, Bhaskar Aroda
and Manav Singhal — of prosecution in the October 3, 2021
drug bust.
In effect, the NCB did not
name Aryan and five others in
the charge-sheet before a special court in the drug bust case
on Friday.
However, the NCB filed a
6,000-page charge-sheet in the
special court against 14 others,
including Arbaaz Merchant
and Munmun Dhamecha, in
the case, before the expiry of
the extended deadline for filing
of the charge-sheet in the case.
The Special Narcotics
Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act court
had on March 31 granted 60
days’ extension to the Narcotics
Control Bureau (NCB) to file
a charge-sheet in the much-discussed drug-bust case in which
Bollywood superstar Shah
Rukh Khan’s son Aryan Khan
and others are accused.
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Hours after the chargesheet against 14 persons, NCB
Director General SN Pradhan
said his organisation had
applied “the touchstone of the
principle of proof beyond reasonable doubt” while filing the
charge-sheet in the case.
“All accused were found in
possession of narcotics except
Aryan (Khan) and Mohak
(Jaiswal). The touchstone of the
principle of proof beyond reasonable doubt has been applied.
Based on which a complaint
has been filed against 14
accused and a complaint
against six (including Aryan
Khan) is not filed due to lack
of sufficient evidence,” Pradhan
said in a statement released to
media.
Continued on Page 9
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New Delhi: The Union
Government has ordered
action against former NCB
officer Sameer Wankhede for
his alleged “shoddy” work
while probing a “drugs-oncruise” case in which Aryan
was arrested last year.
Appropriate action is also
being initiated against
Wankhede for allegedly providing a fake caste certificate,
officials added.

t least seven Indian Army
special CBI court here has
he Delhi Police has arrestA
jawans died and 19 others Asummoned
Rubaiya Ted three men, who were
received critical injuries after Sayeed, daughter of former inspired by the Hollywood
the vehicle they were traveling
in fell into the Shyok River, 25
km ahead of Thoise, in Turtuk
sector of Ladakh on Friday.
According to official
sources, all 19 injured personnel have been airlifted to the
Western command’s hospital in
Chandimandir, Panchkula, for
advanced medical treatment.
The accident took place
around 9 am, official sources
said. At the time of the incident,
soldiers were on their way to
a forward location in sub-sector Hanif.
According to field reports,
the Army vehicle fell into the
Shyok River to a depth of
approximately 50 to 60 feet
from the road.
Continued on Page 9

Jammu & Kashmir Chief
Minister Mufti Mohammed
Sayeed, on July 15 in a case
related to her kidnapping in
1989, officials said on Friday.
This is the first time
Rubaiya Sayeed has been asked
to appear in the case relating to
her abduction on December 8,
1989. She was freed from captivity five days later on
December 13 after the then VP
Singh Government released
five terrorists from the Jammu
and Kashmir Liberation Front
(JKLF) in her exchange.
Rubaiya Sayeed, who stays
in Chennai, is listed as a prosecution witness by the CBI
which took over the investigation in early 1990.
Continued on Page 9
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blockbuster “The Fast and the
Furious”, for allegedly stealing
over 40 cars using hi-tech tools,
including scanners and GPS
jammers.
The accused — identified
as Manish Rao (42) and
Jagdeep Sharma (43), both residents of Uttam Nagar and Aas
Mohammad (40), a native of
Meerut — had stolen the cars
from Uttam Nagar, Tilak Nagar,
Subash Nagar, Pashim Vihar,
Munirka and Dwarka among
other places in Delhi.
The Deputy Commissioner
of Police (DCP), Southwest
district, Manoj C, said police
teams worked relentlessly and
gathered information about
people involved in stealing cars
and ultimately arrested them.
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omb of Sand, a Hindi novel
T
authored by New Delhibased Geetanjali Shree, the

he iconic Inverted Rifle
T
and Helmet at Amar Jawan
Jyoti, India Gate, was on Friday

0dcW^a6TTcP]YP[XBWaTTaXVWcP]ScaP]b[Pc^a3PXbhA^RZfT[[_^bTfXcWcWT!!!
8]cTa]PcX^]P[1^^ZTa?aXiTPdcW^aP]ScaP]b[Pc^aPfPaSbU^aBWaTT´b]^eT[³C^\Q^U
?C8
BP]S´X];^]S^]^]CWdabSPh

Ma’s way of thinking and her
new found interest in life confuses even her daughter who
considers herself as ultramodern. The author takes the reader from the present day to the
days of Partition, a time which

saw the protagonist undergoing
traumas and shock. Ma,
through her eyes and words, reevaluvates what it means to be
a mother, daughter, a woman
and a feminist.
Continued on Page 9

Governor Anandiben Patel's address to the
joint sitting of the UP legislature.
"The issues raised by the leader of the
opposition are amazing. A political leader
makes pep talk in election meetings. It
would have been better if the leader of
opposition had spoken as per the ground
realities," he said.
The chief minister also lashed out at
the opposition for creating disturbances
during the governor's address.
"UP assembly is neither a platform for
election campaigns nor for making personal attacks and allegations. Slogans
were raised in favour of the leader of the
opposition. The governor's address was
about the road map of development of UP
and unruly behaviour by the opposition
was an anti-development act," the chief
minister said.
In an obvious dig at the leader of opposition, Akhilesh Yadav, the chief minister
said, "Arrogance follows when we feel that

we have done something. Respect occurs
when the common people say that we have
done something. The mandate given to the
BJP is proof of that."
"The leader of the opposition delivered
a long speech. It would have been better
had he spoken about his government when
he was the chief minister. His tenure in
government was marked by a series of
scams - scam in recruitment by UP Public
Service Commission, scam in recruitment
in cooperative institutions, irregularities in
recruitment in UP Jal Nigam, public distribution system (PDS) food grain scam
and mining scam. The then mining minister is still in jail," the chief minister said.
"The BJP earned the confidence of the
people on the basis of our performance.
We never made tall claims that we built the
expressway, built the airports, gave free
food grains and did other development
works. The people rejected the canards and
Continued on Page 9
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unassuming literary figure, and
translated into English by Daisy
Rockwell based in the USA,
won the International Booker
Prize 2022 on Friday.
Tomb of Sand, originally
titled Ret Ki Samadhi and published in 2018, is the first
Hindi work translated to
English to have received the
coveted recognition. Penguin
India released its English translation in March 2022. The
book has also been the winner
of the English Pen Award.
Within hours of hitting book
shelves across the nation, Tomb
of Sand became a hotly debated and discussed literary work
among readers.
The story revolves around
an octogenarian woman slipping into a deep depression
after the death of her husband
and then resurfaces to gain a
new lease of life. The change in
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shifted by the Armed forces in
a ceremony to the National
War Memorial. Symbol of
Fallen Soldiers of 1971 war, the
Rifle and Helmet are now
installed in the midst of busts
of Param Vir Chakra awardees.
With this process, integration of Memorial of Fallen
Soldiers of 1971 war with the
National War Memorial is
complete, the Defence Ministry
said here on Friday.
The ceremony was led by
Chief of Integrated Defence
Staff to Chairman, Chiefs of
Staff Committee (CISC) Air
Marshal BR Krishna and
attended by Adjutant General
(AG) equivalents from three
Services. As part of the ceremony, a final salute was given
and the CISC offered a wreath
at India Gate.
Detailed Report on P8

opment work across the country with the help of drones”.
And maintaining that they
would also help in ensuring
last-mile delivery of services
across the country, Modi
attacked previous regimes
when “technology was considered part of the problem and
efforts were made to portray it
as anti-poor.” Inaugurating the
two-day Bharat Drone
Mahotsav 2022, Modi said the

?aX\T<X]XbcTa=PaT]SaP<^SXU[XTbPSa^]TPccWTX]PdVdaPcX^]^UcWT1WPaPc3a^]T
<PW^cbPePc?aPVPcX<PXSP]X]=Tf3T[WXD]X^]<X]XbcTaU^a2XeX[0eXPcX^]
9h^cXaPSXchPBRX]SXPP]S<^BU^a2XeX[0eXPcX^]6T]TaP[E:BX]VWPaTP[b^bTT] ?C8

use of drones will rise in agriculture, sports, defence and disaster management sectors.
“Every month I organise a
pragati
meeting
with
Government officials and
review the development works
in various parts of the country
with the help of drones. I conduct surprise inspections of
development work across the
country with the help of
drones,” Modi pointed out giving an interesting insight into
his drone-linked governance
style. “Exactly eight years ago
we started implementing new
mantras of good governance in
India following the path of
minimum Government - maximum governance. Today we
Continued on Page 9
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NOTICE
Abhishek Kumar S/O S.P.
Singh ME 8,Barra-2, kanpur27 have changed my name to
ABHISHEK Singh for all future
purpose

NOTICE
My house No.EWS G1305 Yojna-1 Aawas Vikas 1
Kalyanpur Kanpur Nagar
Which Original Possession
Letter is Some Where Loss. it's
Use be illegal, Smt.
Siddheswari Devi w/o Late
Bhagwan Deen Singh

NOTICE
My daughter's name Aprana
Singh has been wrongly mentioned in my army service
record,That my daughter's correct name Aparna Singh for all
Purpose, Ashok Kumar Singh
s/o Prabhu Nath Singh Vill.
Kareha post- Hardua kareha,
Karchhana, Distt. Allahbad

NOTICE
Be it known to all that
Mohammed Jasim Bagban &
Mohammed Jasim both the
name are same person. But in
future I shall be known as
Mohammed Jasim Bagban.
Mohammed Jasim Bagban S/o
Kab Mohammad R/o Jogapur
P.O.- Sikanderpur, Basti, U.P.

NOTICE
Be it known to all that I have
changed my name from
KISHWAR SULTANA to
KISHWAR SULTANA HANFI.
Now onwards I should be
known
as
KISHWAR
SULTANA HANFI. KISHWAR
SULTANA HANFI W/O-Mohd.
Nihal Siddiqui R/O — P-579 ,
Gaus Nagar, Kareli, Prayagraj

NOTICE
Be it known to all that I have
changed my name from VIJAY
MANCHANDA to VIJAY KUMAR
MANCHANDA. Now onwards I
should be Known as VIJAY KUMAR
MANCHANDA. VIJAY KUMAR
MANCHANDA S/O- Raghunath
Manchanda R/O- 109/66 D/7 ,
Ramnagar Chauraha Near Rimjhim
School, Naini, Prayagraj

NOTICE
Be it known to all that I have
changed the name of my daughter
from ASRAA ARSHAD to ASRAA
ARSHAD HUSSAIN. Now onwards
she should be known as ASRAA
ARSHAD HUSSAIN. ASRAAARSHAD
HUSSAIN D/O- ARSHAD HUSSAIN
R/O— 66 B, Maheva Purab Patti,Ward
No. 39, Naini, Prayagraj.

NOTICE
Be it known to all that I have
changed the name of my daughter
from AMINA ARSHAD to AMINA
ARSHAD HUSSAIN . Now onwards
she should be known has AMINA
ARSHAD HUSSAIN. AMINAARSHAD
HUSSAIN D/O ARSHAD HUSSAIN
R/O - 66B, Maheva Purab patti Ward
No — 39, Naini, Prayagraj.

NOTICE
Due to my mistake in school records
my son's name written as Mehndi
Jaffar, father's name Sarfaraaz Hussain
& mother Rosey Fatima & Also wrong
Address 451/16 Jafariya road
Muftiganj, Lucknow. Where as correct
names are Mehdi Jafar (Student),
Sarfaraz Husain (Father), Rozi Fatima
(mother)& correct address is 451/59
Jhakad Bagh, Muftiganj, Thakurganj
Lucknow. Please correct accordingly

?=BQ ;D2:=>F

ttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
questioned the ideological
identity of the Samajwadi Party,
saying the party had turned the
political ideology into an 'mrigmarichika' (mirage).
"You have forgotten samajwad and you have no idea of
samajwad. Your socialism is
unnatural and inhuman. The
leader of the opposition should
read about socialism. I would
like to tell the leader of the
opposition that your work
defines you. When it comes to
socialism it is about Dr Ram
Manohar Lohia. Dr Lohia has
written so much about his ideology. I seldom find articles by
Shivpal Singh Yadav (uncle of
Akhilesh Yadav), nor from any
other leader of the Samajwadi
Party," the chief minister said.
Yogi Adityanath said, "The
whole Uttar Pradesh is now a
votary of Ram rajya, which is
not religious; it is for all and for

U

all time. The pandemic also
broke out in UP, the people
with the grace of Maryada
Purushottam Ram largely
remained unaffected," the chief
minister said.
Yogi Adityanath made this
remark while replying to the
debate on the motion of thanks
to Governor Anandiben Patel's
address to the joint sitting of
the UP legislature on May 23.
"You label us as nationalists. Well we are nationalists. It
is better to be nationalist than
to be a rat. The rat feeds on the
grain in the household and
makes a hole in the foundation

of the building. We have long
journey to go," Yogi Adityanath
said. Without referring to the
political battle between
Akhilesh Yadav and his uncle
Shivpal Singh Yadav, the chief
minister said, "Ham pass-pass
bhi hai aur saath saath bhi hain,
lekin aap paas-paas hote huye
bhee saath saath nahi hain."
The debate on the motion
of thanks to the governor's
address was the participation of
117 MLAs -- 67 from the ruling party and 50 from the
opposition benches. The chief
minister thanked all the MLAs
for participating in the debate.
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reparations are underway for the third
groundbreaking ceremony (GBC-3) in
P
Lucknow which is expected to pave the way for
making the state a $1 trillion economy.
The ceremony will be inaugurated by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on June 3 and more
than 60 captains from corporate and industry
are expected to participate in it. The prime minister will perform the 'bhoomi pujan' for about
2,000 projects worth Rs 75,000 crore at the
groundbreaking ceremony.
Uttar Pradesh has reinforced its reputation
as an industry and investment-friendly state with
repeated investments by global giants in various sectors. In the last five years, sectors such
as information technology and electronics,
food and food processing and infrastructure
have seen massive investments by companies
with a global footprint.
The third groundbreaking and investment
ceremony marks a display of confidence by the
industry and corporate of India and abroad due
to the conducive industrial environment created by the Yogi Adityanath government in the last
five years. While the Investors' Summit held in
February 2018 was followed by the first groundbreaking ceremony, the second groundbreaking
ceremony was held in July 2019.
In the first groundbreaking ceremony in July
2018, 81 projects with projected investments of

Rs 61,800 crore were initiated. The second
groundbreaking ceremony on July 28, 2019, saw
290 projects worth Rs 67,000 crore taking shape.
The third groundbreaking ceremony is bigger
than the previous two with a larger projected
investment.
In terms of number of projects, the top
department is food processing, with 474 projects
worth Rs 4,118.39 crore as the sum of investment intent. However, in terms of value, the top
department is IT and Electronics, where the
number of projects is 14, but the sum of investment intent is a staggering Rs 20,587.05 crore.
In this sector, projects are related to setting up
of data centres, software development centres,
Information technology (IT) and Information
Technology Enabled Services (ITES) centres.
Among other departments with large number of projects are: FSDA or Food Safety and
Drug Administration (59), Tourism (23),
Cooperative (24), Housing (23), Additional
Sources of Energy (20), Excise (13), Textile (12),
Animal Husbandry (6), Higher Education (4)
and Dairy (3).
Among facilitating departments are UP State
Industrial Development Authority (UPSIDA),
New Okhla Industrial Development Authority
(NOIDA), UP Expressways Industrial
Development Authority (UPEIDA), Greater
NOIDA, Gorakhpur Industrial Development
Authority (GIDA), Yamuna Expressway
Industrial Development Authority (YEIDA).

Adityanath government, Uttar Pradesh was
lagging behind in several key parameters.
Akhilesh Yadav, who is leader of
opposition in UP assembly, said the
Bharatiya Janata Party government was
making tall claims of development in the
state, but "everyone is aware of the truth".
"Today all figures, whether of primary education or mid-day meal, or of NITI
Aayog show that Uttar Pradesh is continuously going down," he claimed.
The former chief minister also said
that no books had been distributed in primary schools yet. "Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath mentioned Akshaya Patra in
his speech. I want to know why the job of
modernisation of kitchens (in schools)
given to Akshaya Patra by our government
was taken back?" he asked.
Yadav also accused the ruling dispensation in the state of 'attacking' the police."
"In Rampur, police (personnel) were
beaten up and intimidated with revolvers.
A BJP leader was behind it. BJP workers
and leaders are involved in these evil acts,"
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rked at the growing tendency among legislators for
Iphoto
sessions and taking selfies inside the Vidhan Sabha,
UP Assembly Speaker Satish
Mahana, on Friday, imposed a
ban on MLAs from taking
selfies.
The speaker also warned
that if any member's mobile
phone rang during the House
proceedings, it will be confiscated.
Elaborating on the
announcement, Mahana specified that mobile phones of
MLAs will be confiscated for
taking selfies and carrying out
photo sessions. He also
imposed a ban on using personal cameras inside the
assembly and the press gallery
area during the proceedings of
the House.
The speaker said that some
media persons were also taking
selfies during the session which
was not permitted. He said the
head marshal had been
instructed to take action.
Mahana's ruling came a
day after the budget for 202223 fiscal was presented in the
assembly on Thursday.

half a dozen miscreants
P
opened fire in front of Gateway

Public School near DelhiYamunotri National Highway in
which the principal, two girl students and a parent were injured.
The principal and some parents, however, showed courage
and nabbed four of the miscreants.
Reports said after the school
was over on Friday afternoon,
some miscreants standing outside
started
hurling
abuses.
Meanwhile, after seeing the
CCTV camera, principal Amit
Chauhan reached there and asked
the miscreants to leave. During
this an altercation ensued between
the principal and the miscreants.
After a minor altercation, the miscreants opened fire which resulted in a stampede-like situation.
Principal Amit Chauhan,
class 1 students Devanshi and
Ananya and a guardian Sunil
Kumar, resident of Sisana, were
injured due to bullet injuries.
Even after getting injured,
Amit Chauhan showed courage
along with some parents and
chased the miscreants and nabbed
four of them. They were handed
over to the local police.
The two miscreants arrested
are said to be minors.

Lucknow (PNS): Samajwadi Party
MLC Lal Bihari Yadav is likely to be leader
of opposition in the UP Legislative
Council as his party has sent a proposal in
this regard to the chairman of the Upper
House. The tenure of Samajwadi Party
MLC Sanjay Lather, who was hitherto
leader of opposition, ended on Thursday.
The SP had entrusted the assignment to
Lather after the demise of MLC Ahmed
Hassan, who was the then leader of opposition in the legislative council.
On Thursday, a proposal recommending MLC Lal Bihari Yadav from Varanasi
block teachers' constituency for the post was
sent to the legislative council chairperson
on behalf of the SP.

A resident of Azamgarh, Lal Bihari
Yadav was elected MLC in 2020 and his
term will expire in 2026. He was the principal of Lal Bihari Inter College founded by
Uttar Pradesh Secondary Teachers
Association (Financeless Group).
Yadav shot into the limelight by undertaking a 1200 km Teacher Sandesh Padyatra
in 49 days from Ballia to Mathura and has
been continuously fighting for the interests
of teachers. Also, the upcoming Azamgarh
Lok Sabha byelection is also believed to be
the reason behind making him the leader
of the opposition in the legislative council
as SP chief Akhilesh Yadav's wife Dimple
Yadav is set to be fielded by the party from
that seat.

he said. Akhilesh Yadav also targeted the
Yogi Adityanath government over the delay
in payment of dues by the sugar mills to
cane farmers.
"The government claims that sugar
mills were sold in the previous government. I want to know how many sugar
mills were sold during the tenure of the
Samajwadi Party government. In reality,

the government wants to hide that even
today, thousands of crores of rupees are yet
to be cleared by the sugar mills," he said.
Akhilesh Yadav also claimed that
agriculture mandis had been ruined. "No
procurement of wheat has taken place anywhere in the state by the government.
Instead of helping farmers, the government
is cheating them," he added.
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he sleuths of the Central
Bureau of Investigation
T
(CBI) investigating the multicrore rupees provident fund
(PF) scam in Uttar Pradesh
Power Corporation Limited
(UPCCL) reportedly made a
big breakthrough when they
arrested Dewan Housing
Finance Ltd (DHFL) promoters
Kapil Wadhawan and Dheeraj
Wadhawan, the two key
accused in the case.
The arrest was made from
Mumbai and both were produced by the CBI in the special
court. The CBI team sought
their police custody remand to
grill them in the case.
Both Kapil and Dheeraj
are alleged to have bought the
Uttar
Pradesh
Power
Corporation Ltd. (UPPCL)
employees' provident fund
amounting to over Rs 2,267
crore for illegal investment.
Special CBI Court Judge
Vikram Singh decided to hand
over both the accused to the
CBI on seven days' remand.
In the application seeking
remand, the CBI said that in the
initial investigation of the case,
it was found that over Rs 2,267
crore of employees' provident
fund had been misused.

D?B_TPZTaQP]b AcZ_TZaR]#XZc]defUV_edR_URaRcV_e
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A case was registered and
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efforts were on to nab the remainbT[UXTbX]7^dbT
anic gripped Baghpat after ing accused.
In another sensational broad
daylight killing in Agra, a 21-yearold youth and a 28-year-old lady
were battered to death.
The brutal killing reportedly
took place on suspicion that the
two had illicit relations. The
youth was a relative of the
deceased lady.
Reports said that Pooja, a resident of Brahmapuri Colony in
Sushil Nagar area of Etmaddaula
in Agra, was having some relation
with her relative Shivam Sisodiya.
Pooja already had a son. When
her husband learnt of this, he
objected and also threatened his
wife with dire consequences.
The situation took an ugly
turn on Friday afternoon when an
upset husband and his father
along with his brother-in-law
battered both Pooja and Shivam
to death. After getting information about the incident, the senior
superintendent of police of Agra
also reached the spot.
Later the husband and his
brother-in-law were arrested by
the police.
Meanwhile in Pilibhit, three
women of the same family were
crushed by an unknown dumper,
killing two of them on the spot.
The condition of the third
victim was stated to be critical.

Despite the notification of
the finance ministry, the
accused got a commission of
crores of rupees by investing the
provident fund money in
DHFL. It was said that the
information of those documents and mediums was to be
obtained from the accused.
On the other hand, advocate Pranshu Agarwal, appearing for the defense, opposed the
application. He said that half of
the amount invested in DHFL
had been paid and the accused
were ready to pay the remaining amount.
Significantly, DHFL promoter Kapil Wadhawan was
arrested by the Enforcement
Directorate two years ago in
May 2020 in connection with
the Yes Bank scam of Rs 5,050
thousand crore. Later, the Delhi
High Court granted bail to
Kapil. Now the CBI has arrested Kapil and Dheeraj in the second case and presented them in
the special CBI court.
Earlier, the UP government had denied permission to
the CBI to investigate the
alleged role of three IAS officers
allegedly involved in the above
scam. Sources said that the
CBI wanted to investigate former IAS officer Sanjay Agarwal,
IAS officer Alok Kumar, and

-HZHOOHU VZLIHVRQ
NLOOHGLQ$OLJDUK
Lucknow (PNS): In a sensational double murder in
Aligarh, the 37-year-old wife of a leading jeweller and his
8-year-old son were murdered in Surendra Nagar area on
Thursday.
As per reports, Shikha, wife of jeweller Lalit Verma, and
her son, Digvanshu, were at their home at Surendra Nagar
in Kwarsi police station area while the couple's two daughters had gone to a kin's place on Wednesday night.
On Thursday evening, some relatives of Shikha went to
meet her at her home but when no one responded, they
decided to enter the premises. They found Shikha and her
son lying on the floor in pools of blood and raised an alarm.
Later the police were informed around 7:30 pm after which
a team reached the spot along with a forensic team to collect evidence. The knife used to commit the crime was recovered.
On Friday, the police arrested Shikha's sister Anjali
Verma and her fiance Sumit Chaudhary after suspecting their
involvement in the murder. A police officer disclosed that
the investigation indicated that Lalit's daughters had gone
to a kin's house the same day and there was no one except
the mother-son duo at home. He said that in the footage
obtained from the CCTV camera, two masked men were
seen entering the house and leaving after some time.
Police sources claimed that Shikha's younger sister Anjali
and her fiance Sumit were found to be involved in the killing.
They said that Lalit had filed a case against them.
The bodies of the woman and her son were sent for
autopsy.
In another gruesome incident reported from Unnao, a
5-year-old girl was raped and thrown from the terrace when
she screamed for help, in Hasanganj police station area.
The critically injured victim was admitted to a hospital and the assailant was arrested.
On the complaint of the victim's kin, the police registered a case against the pervert under the Indian Penal Code
and Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act.

IAS officer Aparna U who were
posted in high positions in the
UPPCL but the permission was
denied by the Appointment
and Personnel department. The
UPPCL has been charged with
investing Rs 2,267 crore of the
employees' provident fund (PF)
as fixed deposits (FDs) in the
Dewan Housing Finance Ltd
(DHFL) - a Mumbai-based private company. The investment
was made in exchange of a
commission flouting the
Central government's invest-

ment guidelines. Sanjay
Agarwal is a 1984 batch officer
and presently he is on Central
deputation and is posted as secretary, Agriculture, and Farmers
Welfare department. He was
posted as principal secretary
and chairman of UPPCL from
2013 to 2017 when the scam
started. The second officer CBI
wanted to prosecute was Alok
Kumar, a 1988 batch officer,
who is also on Central deputation and is posted as secretary,
in the Power ministry.
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NOTICE
I swapnil Chauhan daughter of Lt. Shri
Vinay Kumar Singh resident of Adarsh
Nagar, Kurpura, Tehsil Bidhuna
(Auraiya) Uttar Pradesh, declare that
my father was appointed as Sergeant
(Hawaldar) in 9 Rajput Regiment with
Regimental No 2988331K in Indian
Army and details of my brother's name
under his Regimental record with
Army is incorrect. Name in record is
VAIBHAW CHAUHAN which is incorrect. But as per his school documents
and photo id proofs like adhaar card
the correct name is VAIBHAV SINGH
CHAUHAN and I would like to request
that his correct name VAIBHAV
SINGH CHAUHAN should be considered and make correction in record

Party president Akhilesh
Yadav on Friday alleged that contrary
Sto amajwadi
claims of development of the Yogi

ahujan Samaj Party chief
and former chief minister
of UP, Mayawati, chaired an
important meeting of party
officials in Lucknow to gear
them up for the coming civic
body polls in the state.
The two-day meeting will
conclude on Saturday.
The UP civic polls will be
held for 17 municipal corporations, around 200 nagar palika
parishads and about 450 nagar
panchayats across the state.
On Friday, Mayawati held

B

NOTICE
I have severed my relationship
with my daughter Gajala Khan
and son-in-law Mohd. Wamik
because of their wrong conduct. I will not be responsible
for any acts done by them in
future. Smt Roshan Ara W/o
Late Afzal R/o House No. 21,
Daheli Sujanpur, Kanpur.

discussions with main zone
incharges and on Saturday she
will interact with district heads
to formulate a strategy for the
BSP.
The BSP was handed an
ignominious defeat in the 2022
UP assembly elections and its
tally has been reduced to just
one in the assembly.
Since then, Mayawati has
been constantly trying to
strengthen the party and has
already held several rounds of
discussions with party leaders.
The BSP chief also assigned

responsibility to the officials
during the meeting on Friday,
keeping an eye on the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections. The party aims
at regaining lost ground in the
civic polls so that it may benefit from it in the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections.
Meanwhile, the Congress
has also started preparing a
strategy for the civic elections
despite being hamstrung by the
absence of a full-time UP
Congress Committee president. The party has been holding zone-wise meetings for

this.
On its part, Aam Aadmi
Party is also making preparations for the civic polls and it
has appointed district presidents in 26 districts.
In the last civic elections,
the BSP had won Meerut
Aligarh municipal corporations, which surprised most
political adversaries.
On the other hand, the
Samajwadi Party could not
win any corporation and did
not have any mayor in any
major city.
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tressing on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s resolve to
make India a USD 5-trillion
economy, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath said Uttar Pradesh
would play an important role in
achieving this target. The UP
government is working towards
making the state a USD 1-trillion economy and industrialists
and traders are expected to play
a key role, Yogi said while
speaking at the 2-day ‘60th
National Cost Convention2022’ of the Institute of Cost
Accountants of India (ICAI)
which kicked off at Babasaheb
Bhimrao Ambedkar University
on Friday. The programme
was attended by around 1,100
delegates from all over the
country.
In his video message, the
chief minister hailed the theme
statement of the convention,
‘Self-reliance through enlightenment’ and also welcomed the
delegates to UP. “Uttar Pradesh
is the heart and the soul of the
country. It is a land blessed by
nature. It is a land of religion,
humanity and philosophy,” he
added. The chief minister said
that UP is emerging as a land
of economy and is fast developing as the second biggest
growing economy in the country. The CM further said that

the ICAI has ten sectors in UP
to which professionals and students are attached and are giving support to the state government and the industries.
Yogi said he has been told
that in order to train the youth,
ICAI has signed an MoU with
the Skill Development department. He said that a self-reliant
India is not only meant to make
India economically and financially independent but also an
effort for the progress of country’s culture and philosophy.
Yogi said that active participation of the cost accountants
would be required in the industries and commercial set-up for
better results. “Through better
management, business competitiveness, capacity of the construction sector and service
sector can be increased and
taken to the global level. In this

area, cost accountants can
make a difference,” the CM
said.
Earlier, the convention was
inaugurated by UP Chief
Secretary Durga Prasad Mishra
and BBAU Vice-Chancellor
Sanjay Singh. Mishra called
upon the delegates to grab the
opportunity in the changing
scenario in the state and contribute positively to the growth.
He also mentioned the
‘Vision-2047’
of
the
Government of India and
threw light on UP government’s ‘One District, One
Product’ scheme.
“Once the state and nation
become self-reliant, we will
become suppliers of all necessary items to the rest of the
world,” the chief secretary said,
adding that he was happy about
the visit of delegates to Ram
Janmabhoomi in Ayodhya. He
said that the government was
working towards making
Ayodhya a city of enlightenment. ‘CMA Icon Awards’ were
given away to four exemplary
members of institute — ViceChancellor of Indira Gandhi
National Open University Prof
Nageshwar Rao, C&MD of
Power Grid Corporation of
India K Sreekant, MD & CEO
of Punjab and Sind Bank S
Krishnan, and ADGP (Kerala)
Yogesh Gupta.
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he B oard of Studies,
depar tment
of
Psychology, University of
Lucknow, has approved the
co-curricular course of BA
(S emester-3) under the
National Education Policy
from the next session.
The course is called ‘SelfEnhancement
Skills’.
According to head of the
department Archana Shukla,
this course will help the students enhance their level of
understanding about their
own self from western and
eastern perspectives. “It will
also enhance the self-esteem
and self-confidence of students,” she said.
Addressing a major concern of the increasing levels of
stress in youths, the course
also focuses on stress management techniques which will
help the students to deal with
various difficulties of day-today life and equip them with
greater coping mechanisms.
The innovative feature of
this course is that it will bring
the students closer to their
cultural roots as they will be
taught the ‘Ashtanga Yoga’

T

and other Indian perspectives to be more self-aware
and connected to their true
self. The board has also
approved a vocational course
called
‘Enhancing
Communication Skills’ for
BA (Semester 4). The objective is to enhance the level of
understanding of students
about the meaning and
barriers of interpersonal
and
intrapersonal
communication.
“Such an understanding
will help the learners prepare
an impressive resume, face job
interviews and form effective
teams. It will help them develop skills of self-presentation,
and strategies for increasing
self-awareness and selfesteem. An understanding
about the pros and cons of
self-disclosure will make
them more efficient in personal relationships. After
completing this course, the
students will also be more
skilful in development and
repair of relationships, forming a cohesive group and
ensuring efficient functioning
in personal and professional
life,” the head of the department said.

Lucknow (PNS): Only one
per cent of micro-organisms
have been studied in the world
so far. A large area about
micro-organisms is still
unknown. Metagenomics is
useful in this field through
which we will be able to know
about the genes of microorganisms and their functions. This area is developing
very fast.
This was said by Prof
Naveen Kumar Arora while
speaking at a seminar organised under the joint aegis of
School of Earth and
Environmental S cience,
C entre for Innovation,
Incubation
and
Entrepreneurship of BBAU.
The topic of the seminar
was ‘Innovative applications of
meta-genomics data analysis
in life sciences’. About 300 students and teachers participated in the programme. “If
micro-organisms are studied
in detail, we can also be able
to know about the evaluation
of human life. Today’s seminar is beneficial for the students of biological sciences
and they will be able to prepare themselves according to
the changing needs by getting
the latest information and
knowing about the developments taking place in the
industry,” Arora said.
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case of culpable homicide
was finally registered
A
against the cops of Baghpat
police after all the three women
— a mother and her two
daughters who consumed poison during a police raid on
their house — died.
The beat sub-inspector has
been placed under suspension
and a special investigation
team (SIT) has been formed to
probe the incident.
The police allegedly misbehaved with them following
which they tried to commit suicide. The local superintendent
of police, however, gave a clean
chit to the officials claiming
that the local villagers were also
accompanying the police party
during the raid. He also said
that if any complaint was filed
in this regard, he would get the
incident probed afresh.
Reports confirmed that the
woman and her two daughters
consumed poison last Tuesday
in the presence of police personnel in their house in
Baghpat after the cops allegedly misbehaved with them.
While Geeta, the mother,
and one of her daughters Preeti,
died while being treated in a
hospital in Meerut on
Thursday, the other daughter,
Swati, died on Wednesday.
Geeta's husband, Mahak
Singh, has lodged an FIR under
Section 306 (abetment to suicide) of the Indian Penal Code
against Chhaprauli police station incharge Naresh Pal. Also

named in the FIR are a man
called Kantilal and his two
sons, who had formerly filed a
complaint against Singh's son
Prince and are alleged to have
accompanied the police team to
Singh's residence when the
said incident took place.
On May 3, an FIR was
lodged against 24-year-old
Prince under Section 366 (kidnapping, abduction and inducing woman to compel her marriage) of the Indian Penal
Code, after Prince and
Kantilal's 22-year-old daughter
reportedly went missing
together.
Kantilal's family is Dalit
and Singh is an OBC of blacksmith caste. Last Tuesday night,
the Chhaprauli police raided
Prince's home but nobody
opened the door. Thereafter,
police made their way into the
house through the roof of their
neighbours and started to look
for the accused. However, only
Prince's mother and sisters
were at home.
During the course of all
this and amid alleged torture by
the police, the woman and her
daughters allegedly consumed
poison. Following this, they
were rushed to Chhaprauli's
community health centre and
subsequently, in a serious condition, to Meerut's Subharti
Hospital. Mahak Singh has
said that he will end his life if
no action is taken. The family
was also refusing to perform
the last rites until a case was
registered against the station
incharge and others.

CR^RdYZdYCRZRaa`Z_eVU
acVdZUV_e`WC=5FAf_Ze
Lucknow (PNS): The Rashtriya
Lok Dal (RLD) has appointed
former Bharatiya Janata Party
legislator Ramashish Rai as the
president of its Uttar Pradesh
unit with immediate effect.
RLD senior leader Anil
Dubey said that the party's
national president Jayant
Chaudhary finalised the name
on Friday. Besides, Manjit Singh
has been appointed as executive
president of the sector organisation and Kanwar Hasan as
head of state's frontal organisation, Dubey said.
After the assembly election, the then RLD state president Masood Ahmad resigned
on March 20 alleging that the
party's national chief Jayant
Chaudhary and Samajwadi
Party president Akhilesh Yadav
had distributed tickets in lieu of
money in the assembly polls.
The newly appointed RLD
state president Ramashish Rai
was national president of
Bharatiya Janata Yuva Morcha
(BJYM) and was elected to the
Uttar Pradesh Legislative

Council as a member of the BJP.
Rai was considered close to Lal
Krishna Advani and during his
BJYM days and had organised
many marches. Welcoming the
appointment of Rai as state
president of RLD, Dubey said
that as he had a vast organisational experience, he would
strengthen the party at the
ground level.
Meanwhile, on the occasion
of 35th death anniversary of former Prime Minister Chaudhary
Charan Singh, the RLD will
organise Samajik Naya
Sammelan (social justice conference) on May 29 in Vigyan
Bhawan in New Delhi. The
conference will be addressed by
Meghalaya Governor Satpal
Malik, and Sharada Yadav, Ram
Gopal Yadav of Samajwadi
Party, KC Tyagi of Janata Dal
(United)), Danish Ali from
Bahujan Samaj Party, Sanjay
Singh from Aam Aadmi Party,
Suhashini from Communist
Party of India (Marxist) and
RLD national president Jayant
Chaudhary will participate in it.
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here are over 355 million
menstruating women and
T
girls in India but millions of
women across the country still
face significant barriers to a
comfortable and dignified experience with menstrual hygiene
management (MHM). In keeping with this subject matter,
Prof Pritha Dev and PhD student Karan Babbar from IIMAhmedabad conducted a
research study on menstrual
hygiene broadly focusing on the
impact of government-mandated lockdown across various
zones on the period product
consumption for menstruating women in India.
As indicated by the
researchers, the study is one of
its kind. The research paper
used a combination of temporal (lockdown versus pre-lockdown) and spatial (government-mandated classification of

districts into red, orange, and
green zones) variation to help
the researchers exploit the lockdown as a natural experiment
across 510 districts of India.
As a part of this study, the
researchers took the period
from October 2019 to March
2020 as the pre-lockdown period and used April to May 2020
as the lockdown
period. The survey
asked the households to recall
their monthly expenses under
various headings for the past
four months. They used the
data on expenditure on hygiene
products for the study, including expenses for diapers and
period products. The paper
focused not only on households
with young schoolgirls but also
on those with non-schooled
girls and women up to 40
years. The study revealed a gap
in provisioning of period products and adequate sanitation

facilities to fulfil menstrual
needs, which was exacerbated
during the pandemic.
The study found that the
Government of India did not
include period products in the
initial list of essential items.
After a massive outcry on social
media, the government included period products in the list a
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Prem Shankar Bharti and
Hasan Kamal.

reduction in the number of
households with expenditure
on period products and a
reduction in the amount spent
by households.
The study also found that
rural districts were particularly badly impacted. The lockdown led to drop in overall
income and consumption for
households
across the country.
The reduction in expenditure in red zones
vs green zones during the lockdown highlights the impact of
curbs on movement which
impacted both the consumers’
ability to get to the shops as well
as the movement of goods.
The researchers suggested
that period product distribution
via community health workers
or in community buildings has
been inaccessible. In such situations, divisional administrators
can gather and release period

products stocked on behalf of
state governments and ensure
accessibility across geographies
by engaging with various frontline workers, SHGs, community volunteers, and NGOs working within villages. This can be
a potential step in paving the
way to a good menstrual health
and hygiene and can be incorporated by using a decentralised
approach and setting up state
and district-level guidelines.
The researchers suggest
that the COVID-19 pandemic
has exacerbated the existing
gender inequalities. Menstrual
hygiene is often neglected, especially during times of emergencies. The distribution mechanism of the period products
falls flat when it comes to
implementation. The government and associated private
players should address
their shortcomings and develop a more robust distribution
mechanism.

Wildlife Sciences, Lucknow
University, and Uttar Pradesh
State Biodiversity Board.
Students from several city
schools participated in the
contest.

diploma certificates. The gold
medalists included Parnita Rai,
Devansh Misra, Aleem Aijaz,
Raj Patel, Tanay Gupta,
Chandra Shekhar Yadav,
Mushahid
Hussain,
Mohammad Tahsib Khan and
Apoorva Srivastava. The silver
medalists included Mohit
Lakhmani, Pranjal Yadav,
Ahish Shukla, Mohammad
Shoaib, Shekh Jiyauddin,
Satyendra Singh, Qamar
Haider Rizwi, Ehtisham
Ahmad and Sachin Kushwaha.

<4=BCAD0;7H684=430HC>30H
week later on March 30.
The result showed reduction of 27% in period products
consumption in red zone districts compared to green zone
districts. When restricting
attention to rural districts only,
this reduction was 33%.
Further implications from
the study highlighted a reduction in consumption in both
intensive and extensive margins. Comparing red and green
districts, the research found a
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The Central Drug Research
Institute, in association with a
women’s rights organisation,
organised a training programme on ‘Stand up against
street harassment’ for research
scholars. The programme was
designed to encourage the people to break their silence and
intervene in sexual harassment
to create a world wherein every
individual can live a life with
dignity, equality and justice.

Uttar Pradesh Urdu
Academy and Naushad Sangeet
Development Society presented the 10th Naushad Samman
Samaroh and an Urdu play on
Friday. The awards were given
away to Brijesh Mishra,
Trinetra Bajpai, Nawab Jafar
Mir Abdullah, Lalit Singh
Pokharia, Gopal Sinha,
Pradeep Srivastava, Salim Arif,
Prof Sabra Habib, Pradeep
Srivastava, Malti Joshi Fazli,
AM Turaz, Dr Zubair Faruq,
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Vidushi Singh, a class X
student of City Montessori
School, Station
Road Campus,
won the first
prize in a postermaking competition based on
biodiversity and wildlife. The
competition was organised
jointly by the Institute of
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University Polytechnic,
Integral University, organised
its diploma distribution ceremony on Friday. Nearly 490
students from various diploma
branches received gold & silver
medals and the customary

n a tragic incident, an 8-yearold boy died of electrocution
near a temple in Krishna Nagar
police station area on Friday.
Identified as Arjun, the
deceased was the son of Kashi,
a native of Amethi district.
Police said Kashi is an agriculture worker engaged in a farm
in Barigaon, a few kilometres
away from his native place.
Arjun left for his school at 8
am. He inadvertently came in
contact with a live wire near a
temple in Krishna Nagar police
station area. He was rushed to
the community health centre
by passersby and locals. From
there he was referred to Lok
Bandhu Hospital where he
succumbed during treatment.
Meanwhile, a 30-year-old
man, identified as Bablu, who
was a resident of Kakori, poisoned himself to death. The
body was recovered from near
his house around 11:30 am.
Reports said he ended his life
due to strained relations with
wife Aarti.
Police said Bablu bought
several agricultural lands after
getting adequate compensa-

Lucknow (PNS): An accused,
said to be involved in as many
as 40 chain-snatching incidents, was arrested in a police
encounter in Thakurganj late
on Friday evening. He sustained gunshot injuries and he
was admitted to KGMU
Trauma Centre. He was identified as Veeru Soni alias Santosh
Soni.
The police said a hectic
search operation was underway
for Soni for the past four
months but he managed to
evade arrest till he finally ran
out of luck on Friday evening.
The police were tipped off that
Soni had been spotted in
Thakurganj. A trap was laid and

Soni reportedly opened fire in
a bid to escape. The police
returned fire and a bullet hit
Soni. The police said Soni’s
statement could not be recorded as he was not in a position
to speak.
Meanwhile, an unidentified woman was injured during
celebratory firing in Rahimabad
under Malihabad police station
on Friday evening. She was
rushed to the nearby CHC.
The police said the incident was
reported from a reception at one
Anand Dixit’s house in Chhan
village. Reports said Anand’s
younger brother Ajit Dixit
resorted to celebratory firing
using former’s licenced pistol.

tion. Aarti wanted the properties to be registered in her
name, and it was the reason
that the relations between the
couple soured over the last
three months. His wife started
living with her parents in
Itaunja. On May 5 last, Aarti’s

parents asked Bablu to patch up
with her. There were reports
that he was abused by Aarti and
her parents. Though no suicide
was recovered, his family members alleged that strained ties
with his wife forced him to end
his life.
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crackdown against illegal
auto, tempo and ‘daggamar’ bus stands was launched
under the direct supervision of
District Magistrate Neha
Sharma along with top police
officials. The move comes after
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
expressed concern over massive
encroachment due to illegally
set up stands on the roads of

A

Kanpur making traffic movement difficult. The DM said
places for authorised stands will
be identified and then allotted
for the auto, tempo and bus
stands. The entire district officials under the leadership of the
DM carried out a route march
and interacted with the people
of the area and obtained views
on how to sort out the traffic
jams especially at all the bottlenecks of the city. Kanpur

had over two dozen ‘daggamar’
buses running on the prominent routes of the city. There
were at least 50 ‘daggamar’
buses which start from the
city limits and end in the rural
areas surrounding Kanpur. In
the evening these buses were
seen parked at places like Lal
Imli, Gumti, Kidwai Nagar,
Kalyanpur, behind Agriculture
College and Azadnagar and
many more places. Divisional

Commissioner Dr Raj Shekhar
had launched a similar drive a
few months ago but it proved
to be a total failure. The DM
said fresh allotments of the
stands will be made for buses,
tempo, auto and e-rickshaws.
She said the drive will be carried out in the right earnest and
thus all the illegal stands need
to vacate voluntarily. She said
similar surveys will be carried
in other parts of the city.
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rincipal of Seth Anandram
Jaipuria School Shikha
P
Bannerjee while addressing
the concluding ceremony of the
summer camp on Friday said
summer camps are meant to
bring out the latent talent of the

children and give them a platform to develop confidence.
She said it was about growth
and accomplishment not just to
keep the children busy but to
hone their skills as well. She
said summer camp-2022 was
for the students of pre-primary and classes I-VIII and the

camp activities supported initiatives on child focused interventions for quality education
and holistic development and
also visioned to develop social
skills and emotional stability.
She said summer break was the
time for children to take time
off from regular chores and
routine and hone their skills
while having fun. The theme
for the pre-primary was Super
Heroes where the students
were able to identify characters
and learned that being different can be powerful. The theme
for classes I-VIII was based on
famous personalities like Dr
APJ Abdul Kalam, JC Bose,
Lata Mangeshkar and Jamini
Roy. The children experi-

enced hands-on activity with
non-fire cooking and animation. They also performed
yoga, meditation and Zumba
during the morning assembly.
The ceremony commenced
with the presentation by Lata
Mangeshkar Group and the
audience was enthralled by
their performance. The dance
presentation left the audience
in awe, the students of various
groups demonstrated their
experiments and shared their
experience in the camp. Parents
and grandparents appreciated
the activities and the active participation by one and all. The
camp concluded on a positive
note with words of wisdom and
blessings from the principal.
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ivisional Commissioner
(DC) Deepak Agrawal has
D
directed the concerned officers
to celebrate International Yoga
Day on June 21 in a grand
manner in the entire division
including Varanasi. While
reviewing the preparations for
the day at a meeting with officers here on Thursday, he
directed the officers to complete their assigned work on
priority. ‘There should not
be any laxity or negligence in
this,’ he warned.
He said
that the Yoga Day would be
celebrated in a big way in
Varanasi as all the government
departments and many organisations would participate in
the programme. ‘Yoga programmes will be organised at
all the major Ganga ghats
and the main event will be
held at Namo Ghat,’ he said.
Namo Ghat is a newly-devel-

oped Khirkhiya Ghat located
on the northern side of
Rajghat bridge on river Ganga.
District Magistrate Kaushal
Raj Sharma asked the concerned officers and participating organisations to make
a good outline of the programme all together and then
start implementing it right
from now on. The volunteers
of NSS, NCC, Nehru Yuva
Kendra, Civil Defence,
Patanjali Yog Peeth Sansthan,
Banaras Hindu University,
Sampurnanand Sanskrit
University, Mahatma Gandhi
Kashi Vidyapeeth and many
others will participate in the
programme, he informed.
In the meeting, Municipal
Commissioner Pranay Singh,
Chief Development Officer
Abhishek Goyal, officers of
AYUSH, Tourism, Culture and
other departments and representatives of voluntary institutions were also present.
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enior soil scientist and the
official spokesperson for the
SChandra
Shekhar Azad
University for Agriculture and
Technology, Dr Khalil Khan on
Friday informed that a four day
national seminar on ‘Climate
Change and stable development of horticultural crops’ will
be held at Kailash Bhawan
from May 28 to May 31. He
said the chief guest will be
Chairman, Agricultural
Services Selection Board, New
Delhi, Dr AK Srivastava and
the function will be presided
over by Vice-Chancellor of the
varsity, Dr DR Singh. He said
the seminar will be attended by
the top farm scientists of the
country.
Addressing the presspersons he said if agriculture was
the mainstay towards emission
of greenhouse gases induced
climate change, horticultural
crops had a much bigger role
to play in countering the negative consequences of climate

change by providing a better
carbon trade and carbon sink.
He said one of the most ominous physiological responses
that accrue in response to climate change was the shortened
growing period, causing distinctive reduction in production of fruits and vegetables.
He said these responses
will leave negative impact on
growth and development of
horticultural crops due to terminal heat stress and deprived
soil water availability. He said
interventions seeking climatesmart horticulture were, therefore, felt an unwarranted necessity integrating location-specific and knowledge-intensive
premise for improving production under such challenging
environment. He added that
crop-based adaptation strategies were needed keeping in
view the nature of crop, its sensitivity level and the agro-ecological region. He said in addition to this one had to keep an
eye on carbon sink potential of
different horticultural crops

like annual field crops which
will further aid in developing
a blue print for redress of climate change related issues.
Dr Khan said climate
change may decrease chilling
and inhibit bloom and fruit set
in horticultural crops and can
also lead to high temperature
and wind during bloom or
ripening that could negatively
impact fruit set or fruit quality. It also increased ET rates
that could lead to water deficits.
He said climate change influenced food security in a very
complicated manner and hampered the agricultural yield
directly by means of disturbing
the agro-ecological environment and indirectly by putting
pressure on growth and circulation of income and consequently increased the necessity of agricultural products.
He said impacts of climate
change on food security had
been calculated in several ways
and were internally correlated
with each other in various
aspects, as climate change was
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egional head of Canara
Bank, SK Trivedi, while
R
addressing the vehicle dealers
and sales executive meet at the
conference hall on Friday discussed the issues and hindrances faced by dealers and
their sales executives in loan
processing and release of incentives to them and their sales
executive. He assured that
TAT for vehicle loan will be
done on the same day on
which proposal would be submitted to the bank or branch
and sales executive remuneration will also be released within 24 hours of disbursement

2P]PaP1P]ZW^[SX]VPeTWXR[TSTP[Tab\TTc^]5aXSPh

and dealer share will also be
released on the same day when
requisite formalities were completed by them. The meeting
was attended by 15 vehicle
dealers of Kanpur representing
Toyota, Maruti Arena, Maruti

Nexon, Tata Motors, Hyundai
and Mahindra. In the meeting
dealers were explained about
the current rate of interest of
Canara Bank and other USPs of
the scheme, including the
incentive bank was providing.

The dealers were also requested to shift their banking and
the credit facilities available at
Canara Bank for the dealers as
well as their clients which was
best as compared to other
peers. The meeting was a great
success. It concluded on
extremely positive note with
assurance from dealers to provide business leads to Canara
Bank for vehicle loan. Trivedi
said the bank was quite confident that it will get significant
leads from all dealers of Kanpur
district which can be converted into business. The meeting
concluded with a vote of thanks
by Kirit Nagar, Divisional
Manager.
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egional head of Union
R
Bank of India Sanjeev
Kumar inaugurated the meeting of the Nagar Rajbhasha
Karyanvan Samiti at the bank’s
auditorium on Friday. He also
released the in house journal
titled ‘Union Pragati’ March
2022 issue as well. The function
was participated by officials D]X^]1P]Z^U8]SXP^aVP]XbTSPAPYQWPbWPBP\XcX\TTcX]V^]5aXSPh
and large number of staff of the
bank. The objective was also to great achievement of the bank. Rajbhasha in their day to day
celebrate the bank bagging the He appealed to the staff to work. Assistant Director of the
third prize for Rajbhasha pro- make sustained efforts to Rajbhasha Vibhag, GoI, NK
motion which was certainly a ensure the promotion of Dubey, praised the efforts of

the bank, its officials and staff
in the promotion of Raj
Bhasha. He said unless each
one made concerted efforts
Hindi cannot be given the
right place and stature. He
said it was highly encouraging
that the staff had actively taken
part in Rajbhasha events.
President of the samiti SS
Singh was also present on the
occasion. Four staff of the
bank were felicitated for hard
work and excellence in
Rajbhasha promotion. The
programme was conducted by
Manager Prema Pal.
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nder the Non-Communicable
he Niine Foundation carDisease Control Programme, the Tried out an awareness camU
Health department organised a three-day paign among rural girls and
screening and counselling camp at
Shivpur Central Jail which concluded on
Friday in which 1,558 prisoners were
examined for diabetes, tuberculosis,
hypertension, mental illness etc. Along
with this, all the prisoners were also
counselled not to consume tobacco. The
camp was conducted under the leadership of Deputy Inspector General
(Prison) Arvind Kumar Singh and
supervision of Medical Superintendent
of Prison Dr Ashok Kumar and Medical
Officer Dr Abhishek Singh. Co-nodal
officer of Non-Communicable Disease
Control Programme Dr Atul Singh said
that under the tobacco control campaign
conducted in the district, this camp was
organised in the Central Jail on the
instructions of CMO Dr Sandeep
Chaudhary. The team of Health department included district advisor Dr SP
Singh, lab technician GK Singh, counsellor Saurav Singh, psychologist Ajay
Kumar Srivastava, supervisor Shiv
Kumar Sonkar and others.

the main cause of biotic and
abiotic stresses, which had
adverse effects on agriculture of
the region. He said issues like
variations in annual rainfall,
average temperature, heat
waves, modifications in weeds,
pests or microbes, global
change of atmospheric CO2 or
ozone level and fluctuations in
sea level were the major issues
to be taken up by the top scientists arriving to take part in
the seminar.
Dr Khan said as per the
prediction of farm scientists
agriculture was considered the
most endangered activity
adversely affected by climate
changes. He said the Indian scientists were faced with issues
like food security and ecosystem resilience which were the
most concerning subjects all
over the country. He said revolutions in genetic engineering
techniques can also aid in
overcoming food security
issues against extreme environmental conditions by producing transgenic plants.

women regarding menstrual
hygiene and distributed Niine
Sanitary napkins to them and
advised them to refarin from
age old unhygienic practices.
The team also emphasised that
periods were a biological
process and it was high time the
social stigma was removed. The
team said the reason for UTI
were mainly the use of unhygienc methods to tackle periods
in those days. Addressing the
session Poornima Niine representative said even in the present times hygiene remained a
major problem for girls and
women especially in rural India.
She said poor menstrual health
management was a major
source of worry, humiliation,
monthly absenteeism, and poor

=XX]T5^d]SPcX^]W^[SX]VP\T]bcadP[PfPaT]Tbb_a^VaP\\TPcBWXeaPY_da^]5aXSPh

academic performance for
many schoolgirls. She said
another major reason was limited access to potable water
which further delayed or prevented menstrual hygiene
among women and adolescent
girls. She said often periods
which began in schools caused
girls to worry about humiliation and this worry contributed
to monthly absenteeism and
eventual poor academic per-

formance among adolescent
girls. She said the survey carried out in Shivrajpur and surrounding villages it was found
that majority of girls had scanty
knowledge about menstruation until their first experience
because menstruation was
something that was not frequently talked about in Indian
homes. She said Niine understood the need for menstrual
hygiene and also a better

understanding of the good
menstrual hygiene was crucial
for the education, health, and
dignity of girls and women. She
said the survey carried out by
the Foundation found that a
vast information gap existed
among adolescent girls regarding prior awareness about menstruation. She said menstruation had always been surrounded by taboos and myths
that excluded women from
many aspects of socio-cultural life. Poornima said the challenge of addressing socio-cultural
taboos and beliefs in menstruation was further compounded by
low girls’ knowledge levels and
understandings of puberty, menstruation and reproductive
health. She said thus there is need
to follow a strategic approach in
combating these issues. She
advised girls to stick to use of
sanitary napkins for their good
health.
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ivisional Railway Manager
(DRM), Varanasi Division
D
of North Eastern Railway
(NER), Ramashray Pandey
honoured 24 employees of various departments for doing
commendable work in the field
of Rajbhasha (official language)
by giving them citations and
cash prizes. On the occasion,
the meeting of the Divisional
Rajbhasha Implementation
Committee was held in the
Bhartendu Conference Hall
of DRM Office here on
Thursday. Presiding over the
meeting, the DRM said that
Hindi has been working as a
link language across the country. ‘Hindi is the official language of India and we can
expand it as much as we want.
Language is the medium of
expression,’ he said, expressing

3A<AP\PbWaTh?P]SThW^]^daX]VPAPX[fPhT\_[^hTTX]EPaP]PbX^]CWdabSPh

his happiness over the commendable performance of the
Varanasi Division in the field of
Rajbhasha. According to him,
Kashi Pratibimbh, an e-magazine published by the
Rajbhasha department is ready
for release in which our railway
personnel have contributed a

lot through their creations.
‘Being situated in the ‘A’ region,
it is our moral obligation to
work in Hindi. We have to discharge our responsibilities with
full devotion and quality so that
Varanasi Division is always on
top in the field of Rajbhasha,’ he
said. Welcoming the partici-

pants, ADRM (Infra) Gyanesh
Tripathi has sought the suggestions and compositions of
the employees so that the emagazine can be made more
interesting and useful. ‘Our
division will continue to provide a leading role in the field
of Rajbhasha,’ he said.
Rajbhasha officer Jai Prakash
Rai discussed the suggestions
in detail. In the meeting, the
progress of Rajbhasha was
reviewed. Rai also conducted the
function. The meeting was also
attended by Senior Divisional
Commercial Manager Sanjeev
Sharma, Senior Divisional Electrical
Engineer (Traction) Pankaj
Kesharwani, Senior Divisional
Mechanical Engineer (C&W) Satya
Prakash Srivastava, Senior Divisional
Data and Resources Manager SN
Ram, Divisional Personnel Officer
Vivek Mishra and other members of Rajbhasha Committee.
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he Friday namaz at the
sensitive Gyanvapi mosque
T
passed off peacefully amid the
tight security arrangement.
The Godowlia-Maidagin route,
on which the Gyanvapi mosque
is situated, was closed for the
traffic during the namaz from
security point of view.

Muslims reached the
Gyanvapi mosque for the
Friday namaz in the afternoon. Tight security arrangement has been made there and
the Commissioner of Police
(CP) A Satish Ganesh himself
was monitoring the security
arrangement. There was heavy
deployment of the police personnel at Gate No-4 of the

Kashi Vishwanath Dham, the
entrance gate to go to mosque.
While, the security around the
Kashi Vishwanath Dham and
Gyanvapi mosque campus was
in four layers by erecting barricading. The police and
PAC personnel were deployed
outside the Dham in large
number.
Mufti-e-Banaras Abdul

Batin Nomani got the process
of namaz started. The
Anjuman Intezamia Muslim
Committee, which looks after
the management of mosque,
had already appealed to
Muslims not to reach the
Gyanvapi mosque in large
number because they could
face inconvenience as its wuzu
khana has been sealed by the
district administration on the
directive of the court. The
committee had also appealed to
Muslims, who want to offer
namaz here, to come to
mosque after performing wuzu.
The appeal of the committee
worked and the number of
namazis this Friday was less
than last Friday when they
had reached in large number
and the mosque had turned
overcrowded forcing the
mosque management committee and the district administration to send namazis to other
mosques for the namaz.
It is learnt that a matter
related to Gyanvapi mosque is
in the local court and the wuzu
khana of the mosque had been
sealed by the district administration on the directive of the
court after a ‘shivling’ as
claimed by Hindu petitioners
to have been found in it
during the survey conducted by
the court-appointed commission.
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erming the first Budget of
Yogi 2.0 government as
development-oriented, regional chief of Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) Mahesh Chand
Srivastava said that the Budget
is on the lines of party’s Sankalp
Patra (election manifesto) as
the state government is determined to fulfill the promises
given to the people before the
recent assembly elections. ‘The
state government has fulfilled
the promise given to the beneficiaries of Pradhan Mantri
Ujjwala Yojana that two free
LPG cylinders would be given
to them on the festivals of Holi
and Deepawali as the provision

T

of Rs 3301.74 crore has been
proposed in the Budget,” he
said, adding that the Budget
would act as a vision for the allinclusive development of the
state for the next five years.
District BJP president
Hansraj Vishwakarma hailed
the Budget for making a provision of Rs 100 crore for the
farmers under Bhamashah
Bhav Stability Fund Scheme to
ensure minimum price of crops
like potato, onion, tomato while
city party chief Vidya Sagar Rai
welcomed the Budget for supporting the old aged persons
and
others.
Regional
spokesman Navratan Rathi
hailed the provision of Rs 100
crore for metro in Varanasi.

UP Minister of State
(Independent
Charge)
Ravindra Jaiswal expressed
hope that the Budget would
boost all-round development
not only in Varanasi but also in
the entire Purvanchal (eastern
UP).
He welcomed the provisions of Rs 90 crore for the
International Cricket Stadium
in Varanasi, the parliamentary
constituency of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, apart from Rs
500 crore for construction of a
new four-lane road between
Ramnagar and Rajghat and Rs
100 crore for the link route
from this proposed four-lane
road to help the devotees reach
Kashi Vishwanath temple eas-

ily.
UP Minister of State
(Independent Charge) for
AYUSH Dayashankar Mishra
‘Dayalu’ has thanked Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath for
allotting Rs 113.52 crore for the
establishment of AYUSH
University in Gorakhpur. ‘
This will give better facilities to the students for medical
studies and help the students of
this area not have to go to farflung for higher studies,’ he said
and welcomed the provisions
for tourism development in
Sarnath, skill development in
Dr Sampurnanand Sanskrit
University (UP) and the construction of ropeway for the pilgrims in Kashi.
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eneral Manager (GM) of
North Eastern Railway
G
(NER) Anupam Sharma did a
window-trailing inspection and
reviewed the progress made in
various ongoing development
works in Varanasi Division of
NER on Friday. The GM first
left Gorakhpur station by a special train and made a window
trailing inspection of the
Gorakhpur-Aunrihar-Chhapra
route. With the aim of ensuring safety in rail operation, the
GM did the inspection and
after passing through Deoria
Sadar, Bhatni, Indara, Mau,
Aurihar, Ghazipur City, Ballia
and Suremanpur, he reached
Chhapra Junction.
During the inspection, the
GM, while reviewing the works
related to passenger facilities at
various stations on GorakhpurAunrihar-Chhapra railway section, directed the concerned
officers to make provision of
high mast lights in the sidings

=4A6<0]d_P\BWPa\PX]b_TRcX]VPbcPcX^]^UEPaP]PbX3XeXbX^]SdaX]VWXb
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of stations, construction of
ramps to deliver goods to the
platform, foot over bridges at
stations as per the standard etc.
He also instructed the officers
to complete the platform
upgradation and provision of
lift and escalator in a quality
manner as per the set target.

Sharma, while approaching
Chhapra railway station and
making window trailing
inspection, also asked queries
relating to the track, overhead
traction, colour light signal,
information/warning board,
passenger amenities and
progress of doubling work

going on between Chhapra
and Ghazipur etc. He also discussed safety points and gave
instructions to the officers for
keeping the common passenger
halls, station premises, computerised passenger reservation
centres, public toilets etc clean
and ensuring uninterrupted
supply of drinking water at stations.
During his inspection, the
GM was accompanied by Chief
Administrative
Officer
(Construction) Rajiv Kumar,
Principal Chief Engineer CP
Gupta, Divisional Railway
Manager (Varanasi Division)
Ramashray Pandey, ADRM
(Administration) Rahul
Srivastava, Senior Divisional
Engineer (Coordination)
Rakesh Ranjan , Senior
Divisional
Commercial
Manager Sanjeev Sharma,
Senior Divisional Operational
Manager AP Singh, Senior
Divisional Electrical Engineer
(Traction) Pakanj Kesharwani
and other senior supervisors.
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ndian
Institute
of
Information Technology
I(IIIT)
Allahabad has achieved
an astounding 100 per cent
placement in both undergraduate and postgraduate courses
for the session 2021-22. Despite
the pandemic raging on for
another year, the placement
and internship season were
conducted in online mode, the
institute witnessed a remarkable improvement in the placement and internship statistics
over the previous years. Several
major recruiters also offered
pre-placement offers to students. Dr Vineet Tiwari,
Training and Placement
Officer, IIITA on Friday said
that the placement process
started in the month of August
2021 for 328 students from the
BTech stream, all of whom successfully secured jobs in prestigious firms, while 48 (15 per
cent) of them secured a job in
the esteemed FAANG companies (Facebook, Apple,

Amazon, Netflix, Google). Out
of the aforementioned students, 250 students (76 per
cent) were placed with a package of over 20L per annum. The
average package offered to the
students was 30.42 L per
annum, a stunning 40 per cent
increase over the previous year.
Pratham Prakash Gupta
grabbed the highest international offer of 1.4 cr (offered by
Google) while Akhil Singh
grabbed the highest domestic
offer of 1.2 cr (offered by
Rubrik); Palak Mittal and
Anurag Makade from BTech
also accepted international
offers of 1.25 cr by Amazon.
As many as 102 students
went for a two-month summer
internship, out of which 58 students got a pre-placement offer.
Besides, 66 per cent increase in
pre-placement offers (PPO)
was observed over the previous
year. Over 100 students
received two-month summer
internship offers by esteemed
companies while 269 students
received six-month internship

offers. The average internship
stipend for two months was
1.03 L/month, with the highest
stipend being 2L/month
offered by Sprinklr. In addition
to the above BTech placement
statistics, this year in the MTech
stream 161 students sat for
placements. Out of which 93.75
per cent of students successfully secured jobs in prestigious
firms, while 77 (47.8 per cent)
of them secured a job with
more than 15L per annum. It
is noteworthy that the MTech
(IT) stream witnessed an
unprecedented 100 per cent
placement for the first time.
The average package offered to
the students was 20.15 L per
annum, there was a stunning
30 per cent increase over the
previous year and the median
is 16.75L per annum. Prashant
from MTech accepted an international offer of 1.25 cr by
Amazon. MTech students have
accepted offers from organisations like HSBC, Edelweiss,
Subex AI and ZF to name a few.
Thus overall IIIT Allahabad’s

placement season concluded
with unprecedented success,
hosting 226 reputed companies, which participated in the
placement and internship season to hire young talent, 76 of
whom did so for the first time.
Industry leaders like Apple,
Google, Twitter, Microsoft,
Uber, Rubrik, Rippling, Tower
Research, Alphagrep, Graviton,
Hasura, Cred, Amazon and
Sprinklr were the prime
recruiters amongst many other
distinguished firms. This year
in the MBA programme 75 per
cent placements have been
recorded for the final year students. The highest package
bagged was of Rs 35 lakh.
Students have been granted
offers by many industry giants,
such as Edelweiss, JIO, Airtel,
Impact Guru, Rutakshi
Technologies Private Limited
(Runo), BPO+, Newzen
Infotech, Ernst & Young, etc.
The first-year MBA students
have also gained remarkable
success in getting offers for paid
summer internships.
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olice on Friday arrested
eight members of the infaP
mous Lambu gang of robbers
and vehicle lifters, including the
gang leader, Lambu, and recovered 10 vehicles worth over Rs
10 lakh from their possession.
In early morning hours
the trans Yamuna Karchhana
police received an information
that Lambu gang had gathered
at one place to plan a loot. The
police surrounded the spot
and compelled eight criminals
of the gang, including Lambu
to surrender.
The police recovered 10
vehicles worth over Rs 10 lakh,
two firearms and a good number of cartridges from their
possession.
The SSP announced a
reward of Rs 25,000 for the
police team for sending eight
members of the Lambu gang,
including the gang leader
behind bars.
This gang had been active
in and around Prayagraj for
quite some time and was committing crime at regular intervals. The arrest of Lambu with
seven of his associates is considered to be a big catch.
HONOUR KILLING:
Police investigations revealed
that Naini incident of May 25
was nothing but honour killing.
A 24-year-old youth was
found shot dead at the residence of his beloved in Naini
in early morning hours on
Wednesday while his girl friend
had also sustained bullet
injuries.
Sunil Mishra, father of the
girl, who runs a dhaba, had
misinformed the police immediately after the incident that
his daughter Ayushi and the
boy Arnab Singh had clashed
and in this shootout Arnab was
killed while his daughter sustained grievous injuries. The
pistol used in the incident was
owned by Sunil Mishra. When
the police reached the spot,
body of the boy was lying in a
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IG (Police) Vindhyachal
range RK Bharadwaj conD
ducted the annual inspection of
Mirzapur district police on
Wednesday. The inspection
was from SP’s office under
which he inspected all sections,
including despatch and receipt,
accounts, prosecution, IGRS,
RTI, women’s complaint cell,
DCRB, crime cell, offices of
ASP (City), ASP (Operation)
CO (Sadar) etc and issued
necessary directions. At Police
Lines the DIG held a meeting
of pensioners and became
aware with their problems.
Holding the meeting of SOs
and officers the DIG reviewed
action in different cases besides
those against criminals, all
types of mafia, investigation,
preventive action and crime
against women. He directed the
cops to continue regular
patrolling in the area and
strengthen the beat system.
He said no laxity should be
done to control illegal trade in
liquor, smuggling of cattle,
theft, dacoity, drug trafficking,
molestation, rape, cyber crime
etc.
The DIG directed to take
proper action against top-10
criminals, confiscate property
of gangsters and instil confidence among the public. The
SOs were directed to patrol the
banks regularly and check the
visitors from time to time.
After the meeting the DIG
interacted with mediamen. The
DIG inspected Katra Kotwali
and directed the cops to keep
the records updated. He directed the staff to dispose of all
pending works timely.
Emphasising over cleanliness
he directed the staff to maintain it not only in computer
room but also in store, mess,
kitchen, residential quarters,
office and premises.
About the applications
related to arms licence, character verification, passport etc he
directed to minimise pendencies taking it as routine work
and monitor the disposal timely.
The DIG was accompanied
by Superintendent of Police
(SP) Ajay Kumar Singh,
Additional Superintendent of
Police (ASP/ City) Sanjay
Kumar, ASP (Operation)
Mahesh Singh Attri, Circle
Officer (CO/Sadar) Shailendra
Tripathi, CO (City) Prabhat Rai
and others.

pool of blood on the roof top
under a small slab, while was
girl was crying in pain. The
licensed pistol of the dhaba
owner was lying there bearing
finger marks of the girl.
When Mishra and other
family members were grilled,
they spilled the beans.
According to the police
Arnab and Ayushi had an
affair. Arnab left his house in
the early hours and reached
Ayushi’s residence. When
Ayushi stepped towards the
door, her mother got up and
asked as to why she was going
out. Ayushi told her mother
that she was having pain in her
stomach so she wanted to walk

for a while.
Ayushi went out, opened
the gate for Arnab and both
went up stairs. Meanwhile her
father who was also present in
the house went out to answer
the call of nature. He found the
door and the gate open and a
pair of chappals near the stairs.
He got a bit suspicious and
went up stairs where he saw his
daughter with a boy. He came
back and reached the spot
with his pistol and shot four
rounds. Arnab sustained two
bullet injuries and collapsed on
the spot, while Ayushi got bullet injuries in her arm and
stomach.
It is said that Mishra want-

ed to kill himself after shooting
four rounds, but family members snatched the pistol from
his hand and threw it on the
floor. The mother of Arnab
gave a call on his phone when
he did not return home till late
in the morning. The police
picked up the phone and told
her about the incident. She said
that Arnab was trying to join
army, so he used to leave the
house in early hours for walking and running. They thought
that he had gone on his routine
exercise.
However, an FIR has been
lodged by Satya Prakash Singh,
father of Arnab against Sunil
Mishra and his two sons.
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7KH6&KDVILQDOO\YDOLGDWHGSURVWLWXWLRQDV
WUXO\DµSURIHVVLRQ¶QRWMXVWµGKDQGDD¶

DWULDUFK\LVWKHODVWEDVWLRQZRPHQKDYHWRIHOOWRIHHOWUXO\HPSRZHUHGDQG
OLEHUDWHG%HIRUHWKDWKRZHYHUWKHVHFRQGODVWEDVWLRQ³ SURVWLWXWLRQ³
QHHGVWREHYDQTXLVKHG7KH6XSUHPH&RXUWKHOSHGZRPHQGRMXVWWKDWE\
GHFODULQJWKLV7KXUVGD\WKDWWKH´ROGHVWSURIHVVLRQLQWKHZRUOGµLVOHJDOO\DSUR
IHVVLRQ1RWPDQ\FRXQWULHVQRWHYHQWKH8QLWHG6WDWHVKDYHGRQHWKDW7KHDSH[
FRXUWVDLGWKHSUDFWLWLRQHUVDUHHQWLWOHGWRGLJQLW\DQGHTXDOSURWHFWLRQXQGHUWKH
ODZ,WSURWHFWHGWKHZRPHQ·VQDWXUDOULJKWWROLEHUW\DQGFKRLFHE\GHFODULQJWKDW
ZKHUHVH[ZRUNHUVDUHDGXOWVDQGSDUWLFLSDWLQJZLWKFRQVHQWWKHSROLFHFDQQRW
WDNHFULPLQDODFWLRQDJDLQVWWKHP7KHRUGHUDOVRDGGUHVVHGWKHDPELJXLW\RI,QGLDQ
OHJLVODWLRQWKDWGHDOVZLWKWKHEXVLQHVVRIVH[3URVWLWXWLRQLVQRWLOOHJDOLQ,QGLD
EXWVROLFLWLQJDQGSXEOLFSURVWLWXWLRQDUH,WLVDOVR
LOOHJDOWRRZQDEURWKHO%URWKHOVDUHWKHEHVWNHSW
RSHQVHFUHWRIDK\SRFULWLF,QGLDZKHUHWKHEXVL
QHVV RI VH[ LV IUHHO\ SUDFWLVHG ZLWK WKH ODZV
HQIRUFHGUDUHO\RUWKHHQIRUFHUVEULEHGWRORRNWKH
RWKHUZD\7KHFRXUW·VGHFLVLRQDGGUHVVHVWKHPRRW
TXHVWLRQ3URVWLWXWLRQLVOHJDOEXWKRZFDQWKHVH[
ZRUNHUVSUDFWLFHLILWLVLOOHJDOWRKDYHDQRIILFHWR
FRQGXFWVH[ZRUN"7KHFRXUWGHFLVLRQVHWWOHVWKH
LVVXH3DUOLDPHQWVKRXOGQRZEULQJWKHH[LVWLQJOHJ
LVODWLRQLQOLQHZLWKWKHQHZUXOLQJ7KHUHLVDORW
OHIWIRUWKH*RYHUQPHQWWRDFFRPSOLVK
7KHSULRULW\LVWRH[WHQGODERXUULJKWVWRVH[ZRUNHUVDQGUHFRJQLVHWKHLUDVVR
FLDWLRQV7KDWZLOOKHOSLQWZRZD\V,WZLOOFDOOIRUDJUDGXDOHQGWRWKHH[SORLWD
WLRQRIVH[ZRUNHUVE\EURWKHORZQHUVDQGSLPSVDQGXQVDIHDQGXQK\JLHQLFZRUN
LQJFRQGLWLRQV7ZRLWFDQSDYHWKHZD\IRUVH[ZRUNHUVWRRUJDQLVHWKHPVHOYHV
LQWRDUHJLVWHUHGERG\WRILJKWIRUWKHLUULJKWVDQGULJKWIXOZDJHV-XVWEHFDXVH
WKHLU¶ZRUN·KDVEHFRPHDSURIHVVLRQGRHVQRWPHDQWKH\ZLOOQRORQJHUEHVWLJ
PDWLVHGRURSSUHVVHGDQGH[SORLWHG6RFLDODFFHSWDELOLW\FDPSDLJQVVKRXOGEHFRPH
DQLQWHJUDOIRUPRIWKHDIILUPDWLRQSURFHVV'HHSHUUHIRUPVDUHQHFHVVDU\WRJLYH
WKHPDFFHVVWRKHDOWKVRFLDOHFRQRPLFDQGFXOWXUDOEHQHILWV+RZHYHUFKDQJHV
FDQQRWFRPHDERXWWLOOWKHODZPDNHUVORVHWKHLUSDWULDUFKDOKDQJRYHU$VH[ZRUN
HULWPXVWEHXQGHUVWRRGLVQRWDYLFWLPZKRQHHGVWREHUHVFXHGDQGUHKDELOL
WDWHG([FHSWZKHUHDSHUVRQLVQRWIRUFHGLQWRWKHSURIHVVLRQWKURXJKWUDIILFN
LQJRUH[SORLWDWLRQWKHVH[ZRUNHULVRQDSDUZLWKDQ\RWKHUVHUYLFHSURIHVVLRQ
DO7KH6XSUHPH&RXUWRUGHULVDFDOOIRUWKH8QLWHG1DWLRQVWRUHIUDPHLWVVH[
ZRUNHUQDUUDWLYH)RUWKH81SD\LQJIRUVH[LVDIRUPRI´VH[XDODEXVHµ,WSUR
KLELWVWKHSXUFKDVHRIVH[XDODFWV,WFDOOVIRUDEROLVKLQJSURVWLWXWLRQ,WEHOLHYHV
WKHSURIHVVLRQLVDQREVWDFOHWRWKHGLJQLW\RIWKHKXPDQSHUVRQ6XFKDSDWUR
QLVLQJDWWLWXGHFDQQRWVHOODQ\ORQJHU/RRNDW*HUPDQ\ZKHUHSURVWLWXWLRQMREV
DUHIUHHO\DGYHUWLVHGDQGSURFHVVHGWKURXJK+5FRPSDQLHVZLWKQRH\HEURZVUDLVHG
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ver the years, the disruption of work in
trial courts due to
strikes by lawyers in
western Uttar Pradesh has put
thousands of litigants to financial hardship and untold inconvenience. The gravity of the
matter can be gauged from the
fact that in Uttar Pradesh, more
than 51 lakh cases are pending
in trial courts which is over 25
per cent of total pendency in all
States taken together. A report
prepared by a panel of experts
and submitted to the Allahabad
High Court listing 10 districts
where lawyers disrupted work
for more than 100 days on an
average every year for five years
(March 1, 2010, to March 31,
2016) is an eye opener.
During these five years, in
Muzaffarnagar district, 753 days
were lost due to lawyers’ strike,
at an average of 150 days a year.
In Aligarh, the figure was 697
days (140 days a year), followed
by Agra 690 days (140 days a
year), Faizabad 693 days,
Sultanpur 603 days, Moradabad
596 days, Mathura 591 days,
Ghaziabad 573 days, Balrampur
560 days and Chandauli 524
days. Although the latest data is
not available, the situation has
gone from bad to worse in the
last five years. Taking into consideration the weekly and religious holidays, trial courts generally work for an average of 250
days a year. If over 100 days are
lost due to strikes, one can well
understand the reasons for
higher pendency of cases.
Now, the pertinent question
is who benefits from these
strikes? Certainly not the litigants. As it is, it is difficult to get
your case heard, and then there
are frequent adjournments. So
it is deeply frustrating to find
the courts shut on the appointed day of hearing. There are a
large number of petitions that
require immediate hearing
every day. The foremost examples are bail applications. If the
courts don’t work, thousands of
citizens are deprived of their
right to resume their freedom.
Urgent interim orders are
sought to protect persons and
properties; cause lists show

O

hundreds of cases where parties seek interim orders. Even
a day’s delay is crucial for
individuals and causes them
irreparable loss. After all,
courts are the institutions
where complaints and grievances are taken for resolution
and lawyers are the experts
who provide services to
resolve disputes. So, it is a
reflection on the honesty and
integrity of lawyers if they
hold courts to ransom and
cause inconvenience to their
clients by boycotting courts
over petty demands.
The report, prepared by
the Allahabad High Court
and submitted to the Law
Commission of India, states
that the strikes based on resolutions passed by Bar associations were called on “unacceptable and flimsy grounds”.
In addition, the report says:
“Some of the common causes for strike in all UP districts
were non-declaration of holidays like Agrasen Jayanti,
Basant Panchami, etc.” It
adds: “In most districts, the
strike is virtually institutionalised. Often these strikes
are called for specific actions,
where a group of lawyers
either do not want a particular case to be taken up or they

0B8C8B8C8B
385582D;CC>64C
H>DA20B4740A3
0=3C74=C74A4
0A45A4@D4=C
039>DA=<4=CB
B>8C8B344?;H
5ADBCA0C8=6C>
58=3C742>DACB
B7DC>=C74
0??>8=C4330H>5
740A8=6C74A40A4
0;0A64=D<14A>5
?4C8C8>=BC70C
A4@D8A48<<4380C4
740A8=64E4AH30H

desire a particular matter to
be adjourned.”
However, it is observed
that most lawyers are
opposed to boycotts and do
not approve or support stoppage of work in courts, except
in extreme cases of threat to
the legal profession or the
independence of judiciary.
They prefer to keep silent in
the face of a vociferous
minority that commands proceedings at the meetings of
Bar associations and takes
arbitrary decisions on behalf
of all advocates. Judges are
forced to adjourn cases when
lawyers do not appear in the
courtroom. The lawyers who
wish to appear fear obstructive and violent behaviour
from those on strike. The
vicious circle goes on and the
situation has exacerbated over
the years.
The Supreme Court of
India took the initiative of
stemming the rot by instructing the Bar Council of India
to suggest ways and means of
putting a stop to these incidents of strikes in courts. The
issue of whether lawyers can
go on strike was dealt with by
the Supreme Court in
Common Cause vs Union of
India (AIR 2005 SC 4442).
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7KH&RQJUHVVKDVEDGO\IDOOHQIURPLWV
SRVLWLRQRIVWUHQJWKLQ7DPLO1DGX

KH&RQJUHVVZKLFKUXOHG7DPLO1DGXFRQWLQXRXVO\IRUDOPRVWWZRGHFDGHVDIWHU
,QGHSHQGHQFHLVQRZYLUWXDOO\RQLWVODVWEUHDWKLQWKH6WDWH7KHSDUW\RQFH
OHGE\WLWDQVOLNH&5DMDJRSDODFKDUL..DPDUDM66DW\DPXUWLDQG&6XEUDPDQLDP
LVQRZUXQE\PLQQRZVZKRZRXOGQRWEHDEOHWRZLQHYHQDFLYLFERG\HOHFWLRQ
ZLWKRXWWKH'0.·VVXSSRUW7KH'UDYLGLDQPDMRUKDVOLWHUDOO\VXFNHGRXWWKHEORRG
IURPWKH¶JUDQGROGSDUW\·WKDWRQFHKDGDFRPPDQGLQJSUHVHQFHLQWKH6WDWH7KH
&RQJUHVVKDVEHHQPDGHWRHDWKXPEOHSLHE\WKH'0.ZKLFKKDVWKURZQLWVZD\
MXVWDVLQJOH5DM\D6DEKDVHDWIURPWKH6WDWHLQWKHXSFRPLQJELHQQLDOHOHFWLRQ$QG
LW·VQRWQHZMXVWDQRWKHUHSLVRGHLQWKHVHULHVRIKXPLOLDWLRQVKHDSHGXSRQWKH&RQJUHVV
E\WKH'0.VLQFHWKHSDUWLHVIRUJHGDQDOOLDQFHLQWKH6WDWHLQ6LQFHWKH'0.
ZDVODXQFKHGLQDVDQRIIVKRRWRIWKH'UDYLGD
.D]KDJDPOHGE\(95DPDVDPL1DLNHUDVHOISUR
FODLPHG EDFNZDUG FRPPXQLW\ OHDGHU IURP WKHQ
0\VRUH3URYLQFHWKH'0.KDGRQO\RQHPLVVLRQDQG
WKDWZDVWRDQQLKLODWHWKH&RQJUHVV
7KH ILUVW WLPH WKH '0. MRLQHG KDQGV ZLWK WKH
&RQJUHVVLQPRGHUQWLPHVZDVGXULQJWKH/RN
6DEKDHOHFWLRQZKLFKVDZWKH)URQWFRQVLVWLQJRI
RWKHUIULQJHSDUWLHVOLNHWKH0'0.DQG30.REOLW
HUDWLQJWKH$,$'0.E\ZLQQLQJDOOWKHVHDWV7KH
'0.VXONLQJIURPDQXQH[SHFWHGGHIHDWLQWKH
$VVHPEO\HOHFWLRQZDVVWULYLQJWRUHJLVWHUDZLQLQ
DQGKDGDOORWWHGQLQHVHDWVWRWKH&RQJUHVV
ZKLFKZRQDOORIWKRVH%XWWKH'0.ZKLFKKDGZRQVHDWVXVHGWKHRSSRUWX
QLW\ WR H[WUDFW WKH PD[LPXP EHQHILW IURP WKH &RQJUHVV E\ GHPDQGLQJ WKH PRVW
´KHDOWK\µ0LQLVWULHV ZKLFKZHUHNQRZQE\WKHDFURQ\P¶$700LQLVWULHV· 7KH'0.
KDGHYHQWKUHDWHQHGWRZDONRXWRIWKH83$LILWVGHPDQGVZHUHQRWPHW7KHUHVW
LV KLVWRU\ 7KH LQIDPRXV * VFDP ZDV '0.·V PDMRU FRQWULEXWLRQ LQ WKH 83$
*RYHUQPHQW·VGRZQIDOO7KHSDUW\DOVRSOD\HGDPDMRUUROHLQYLWLDWLQJWKHWLHVEHWZHHQ
,QGLDDQG6UL/DQNDSXWWLQJ7DPLOFKDXYLQLVPWRJRRGXVH7KH&RQJUHVVOHDGHU
VKLSLQWKH6WDWHFRPSULVHVSROLWLFDOPLJUDWRU\ELUGVZKRUHWXUQWR6DWK\DPXUWK\
%KDYDQWKH71&&KHDGTXDUWHUVIRUQHVWLQJ7KHSDUW\QHHGVDWKRURXJKRYHUKDXO
DQGIUHHGRPIURPWKHFRORQLDOUXOHRIWKH'UDYLGLDQPDMRU
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Sir — The senseless killing of 19 children
in a classful of innocent kids needs to be
condemned in the strongest terms and
the US flag should be flown at half mast
round the year. Now is the time for the
US to realise its own folly rather than giving lessons to other countries. We feel
sadness and pity for the young children.
But we have come to the conclusion that
shooting in schools there is a regular feature and there is no Government control over such killings. It was pathetic to
know that the children were made to die
in this fashion.
But in the name of God, the brewing up of vengeance made the matter
worse and needs to condemned at all levels. School security must be beefed up in
and around sensitive places to avoid
recurrence of such merciless killings. It
was pathetic to know that the children
killed were aged between seven and 10.
It was notable that the slain children and
teachers were barricaded in a single classroom by the gunman. It is a regular feature in the US and the gun culture has
spoiled the future of schoolgoing children rather abruptly.
Krishnan S Maniam | Calicut
@=C8?E<445<9F5B?>89C@B?=9C5C
Sir — It is appreciable that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi who visited Tamil Nadu
to launch multiple infra structure projects
said to be worth over C31,500 crore has
been accorded a deserving welcome by
the Tamil Nadu Government and its people. In his address, Chief Minister MK
Stalin spoke in detail the expectations of
his Government in the Centre-State relationship and reiterated emphatically that
his Government will extend all support
to the Centre and, at the same time, will
never fail to raise its voice for the rights
of the State.
He also explained what is meant by
the Dravidian model his Government is
pursuing. The Prime Minister touched
upon various infra structure projects in
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the State and other developments that
have taken place under his leadership. It
is, however, a great disappointment that
he failed to touch on any of the requests
made by the Chief Minister and went to
continue to recite his prepared speech!
While it is laudable that the PM has
announced schemes worth C31,500 crore
for TN, one only hopes that all of them
will be implemented soon.
Tharcius S Fernando | Chennai
7?FD=ECD1DD5>4D?9>6<1D9?>
Sir — As the disruption in global supply
chains on account of the Russian invasion of Ukraine is driving inflation
across the globe, pragmatic protectionism appears to be a safe bet for India in
the short run. The decision to put a cap
on sugar exports reflects the lessons learnt
to avoid the problems faced by wheat
traders. With India recording highest
global sales for the first time in six years,
forcing the Government to restrict
exports to the tune of 10 million tonnes

till October 2022, it is a pragmatic step
to ensure that the Government does not
end up buying expensive sugar in future
to meet domestic demand, considering
the current geopolitical uncertainties.
As food inflation is showing an
upward trajectory jumping from 7.68 per
cent in March to 8.38 per cent in April
2022, duty-free import of crude soyabean
and sunflower oil until 2024 follows similar relief on crude palm oil and lentils
to ease retail prices. Given the fact that
this grim geopolitical scenario is unlikely to subside soon, increased prices,
aggravated by high energy costs and supply side bottlenecks are here to stay.
Easing the pain by whatever means
should drive the Government’s policies.
Fiscal policy can be used to top up support prices and enhance procurement by
the Government.
Vijay Singh Adhikari | Nainital
BT]Shh^daUUTTSQPRZcc^)
[TccTabc^_X^]TTa/V\PX[R^\

The court held that it is
unprofessional for a lawyer to
strike and boycott the court.
The Bar associations should
not permit meetings calling
for such strikes. It is the duty
of the State and National Bar
Councils to take action
against striking Bar associations and sponsors of boycotts. The courts must hear
matters posted before them
undeterred by boycotts and it
is only in the rarest of rare
cases that abstention from
court is justified, such as dignity, integrity and independence of the Bar and Bench,
which must be decided by the
judge. Even this must be
allowed for only one day, the
apex court said.
As the saying “Justice
delayed is justice denied”
goes, the legal professionals
should be aware that with
each boycott, they erode their
image in the eyes of the public and the institution that
protects the rule of law. The
Supreme Court should take
steps to seriously enforce its
ruling.
(The writer is a senior
journalist and Chairman,
Panwar Group of Institutions,
Solan, Himachal Pradesh. The
views expressed are personal.)
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UHVLGHQWRI5XVVLD9ODGLPLU3XWLQKDVVDFNHGDWRS*HQHUDOZKR
IDLOHGWRFDSWXUH8NUDLQH·VNH\FLW\RI.KDUNLYEODPLQJKLPIRUERWFK
LQJKLVZDU/LHXWHQDQW*HQHUDO6HUKL\.LVHOZDVWKHKHDGRIWKH
HOLWHVW*XDUGV7DQN$UP\FKDUJHGZLWKWDNLQJ8NUDLQH·VVHFRQGELJJHVW
FLW\%XWKHKDVQRZEHHQVXVSHQGHGIRUKLVIDLOXUHWRFDSWXUH.KDUNLY
9LFH$GPLUDO,JRU2VLSRYWKHFRPPDQGHURI5XVVLD·V%ODFN6HD)OHHW
KDVDOVREHHQVXVSHQGHGIROORZLQJWKHVLQNLQJRIWKHIODJVKLS0RVNYD
ODVWPRQWK7KLVZDVRQHRIWKHJUHDWHVWVXFFHVVIXOHYHQWVRIWKH8NUDLQH·V
1DY\,WVHHPVWKDW3XWLQLVYHU\XSVHWLQORVLQJEDWWOHVEXWVWLOOQRWDJUHH
LQJIRUDFHDVHILUHZKLFKPD\VDOYDJHKLVSUHVWLJH3XWLQPD\KDYHDOVR
ORVWWKHFRQILGHQFHLQ*HQHUDO9DOHU\*HUDVLPRYKLVVHQLRUPRVWJHQ
HUDOLQ8NUDLQHDVKLVFDPSDLJQIDOWHUHG$VDPDWWHURIIDFW3XWLQKDV
ILUHGDQXPEHURIVHQLRUFRPPDQGHUVZKRKDYHSHUIRUPHGSRRUO\DQG
IDLOHGWRFDSWXUHRI8NUDLQH·VLPSRUWDQWVWUDWHJLFPLOLWDU\HVWDEOLVKPHQWV
$FXOWXUHRIFRYHUXSVDQGVFDSHJRDWLQJLVSUHYDOHQWZLWKLQWKH5XVVLDQ
PLOLWDU\V\VWHP0DQ\RIILFLDOVLQYROYHGLQWKHLQYDVLRQRI8NUDLQHDUH
OLNHO\WREHGLVWUDFWHGE\HIIRUWVWRDYRLGSHUVRQDOFXOSDELOLW\IRU5XVVLD·V
VHWEDFNV7KLVLVOLNHO\WRSODFHIXUWKHUVWUDLQRQ5XVVLD·VFHQWUDOLVHGPRGHO
RIFRPPDQGDQGFRQWURODVRIILFHUVDUHLQFUHDVLQJO\VHHNLQJWRGHIHU
NH\GHFLVLRQVRIWKHLUVXSHULRUVUHVXOWLQJLQXQUHVWDPRQJWKHRIILFHUV
DQGVROGLHUV+RZHYHU5XVVLDQIRUFHVKDYHEHHQIRUFHGWRZLWKGUDZ

IURPDURXQG.KDUNLYDIWHUPRQWKVRIKHDY\ERPEDUGPHQWIDLOHGWREUHDN
VWLIIUHVLVWDQFHOHDGLQJWR0RVFRZ·VVHFRQGPDMRUGHIHDWGXULQJWKH
ZDU,WKDVEHHQUHSRUWHGWKDWDQXPEHUXQLWVKDYHUHYROWHGWKHKLJKHU
FRPPDQGRUGHUV&KDQFHVRIDPLOLWDU\&RXSFDQQRWEHGHQLHGLIWKH
SUHVHQWGHIHDWVRI5XVVLDQWURRSVSHUVLVW$WWKHHQGRI0DUFK
5XVVLDQIRUFHVFDUULHGRXWDWDFWLFDOUHWUHDWIURPWKHFDSLWDOFLW\RI.\LY
DIWHUDVXVWDLQHGERPEDUGPHQW.\LYZDVFRQVLGHUHGWREHWKHPDLQ
REMHFWLYHRIWKH5XVVLDQ$UP\,QWHOOLJHQFHVRXUFHVLQGLFDWHWKDW5XVVLD
PLJKWKDYHSXOOHGEDFNLWVIRUFHVIURP.KDUNLYWRUHORFDWHWKHPWRWKH
HDVWHUQ'RQEDVUHJLRQQRZDSULRULW\WDUJHW
7KHSRRUSHUIRUPDQFHRIWKHPLJKW\5XVVLDQ$UP\KDVVKRFNHG
WKH:HVWHUQVWUDWHJLFDQDO\VWVZKRIHHOWKDWWKH5XVVLDQWURRSVKDGODFNHG
GLUHFWLRQPRWLYDWLRQLQWHOOLJHQFHIDLOXUHSRRUVWUDWHJLFYLVLRQDQGWKHSURS
HUHTXLSPHQWWRDFKLHYHLWVREMHFWLYHRIFDSWXULQJ8NUDLQH$ODFNRIH[SH
ULHQFHDQGHPSRZHUPHQWDPRQJ5XVVLDQDUP\·VFDGUHRIQRQFRPPLV
VLRQHGDQGMXQLRUFRPPLVVLRQHGRIILFHUVVRLPSRUWDQWLQZRUOGDUPLHV
DQGEDWWOHILHOGWDFWLFDOWLQNHULQJE\3XWLQKDVDOVRKDPSHUHGWKHSHUIRU
PDQFHRIWKH5XVVLDQWURRSV'HVSLWHWKHLUUHLQIRUFHPHQWVWKHUHLVZLGH
VSUHDGVFHSWLFLVPWKDW5XVVLDQIRUFHVZLOODFKLHYHDQ\EUHDNWKURXJKIDVW
5XVVLDQIRUFHVKDYHDOUHDG\VXVWDLQHGKLJKORVVHVDIWHUQHDUO\WKUHH
PRQWKVRIFRQIOLFWDQGPRUDOHLVWKRXJKWWREHORZ7KHLUXQLWVDUHPDGH
XSRIPHQHQOLVWHGIURPWKHORFDOVHSDUDWLVWDUHDVPDQ\XQGHUGXUHVV
DVZHOODVWKHEURDGHU5XVVLDQDUP\7KH866HQDWHRQ0D\DSSURYHG
DELOOLRQHPHUJHQF\DQGKXPDQLWDULDQDLGSDFNDJHIRU8NUDLQHDV
WKH86GHHSHQVLWVVXSSRUWIRUDQLQFUHDVLQJO\FRVWO\DQGSURWUDFWHGILJKW
DJDLQVW5XVVLDQLQYDVLRQ7KHPHDVXUHZRXOGEULQJWKHWRWDOLQYHVWPHQW
LQWKHZDUURXJKO\ELOOLRQLQMXVWQHDUO\WKUHHPRQWKV7KH6HQDWH
DSSURYHGLWRYHUZKHOPLQJO\RQDYRWHLQWKHODWHVWUHIOHFWLRQRI
WKHUHPDUNDEOHELSDUWLVDQVXSSRUWRQ&DSLWRO+LOOIRUDPDVVLYHLQYHVW
PHQWLQ8NUDLQH·VZDUHIIRUWZKLFKSURSHOOHGWKHVSHQGLQJSDFNDJHWKURXJK
WKH+RXVH7KH86DQG(8PLOLWDU\DLGWR8NUDLQHKDVVKRZQJRRGUHVXOWV
RIUHSHOOLQJDWWDFNVLQ8NUDLQHDQG5XVVLDLVQRZIHHOLQJWKHKHDWHYHQ
DV3XWLQFRQWLQXHVKLVEHOOLJHUHQFHDJDLQVWWKH8NUDLQLDQV
7KHZULWHULVIRUPHU6HQLRU3URIHVVRU,QWHUQDWLRQDO
7UDGHDQG0HPEHU9LYHNDQDQGD,QWHUQDWLRQDO)RXQGDWLRQ7KH
YLHZVH[SUHVVHGDUHSHUVRQDO

he United Nations proclaimed
May 22 as ‘The International Day
for Biological Diversity’ (IDB) to
increase understanding and
awareness of biodiversity issues. The
focal theme of IDB 2022 is ‘Building a
shared future for all life’. For actualizing
this noble mission of the United Nations,
it is of paramount significance that we
revisit the past civilizational discourses
that we have had in protecting nature in
its totality.
The Civilization heritage of ancient
Bharat is well documented in the Vedas,
the Upanishads, the Puran as and several other scriptures. The preaching in these
scriptures are the set of norms governing
our cultural and social lives. One of the
greatest and unique strengths of the
Sanatan Dharmahas been its adoration
for nature in its entirety for preserving all
possible and probable habitats for all
forms of life to flourish on the ‘Mother
Earth’. Perhaps, no other civilizational discourse, attachedso much significance
and interconnectedness to various facets
of nature as the Sanatan way of lifestyle,
values and virtues.
In Vedic culture, natural resources
have never been considered commodities
to be consumed for enjoyment and
worldly pleasure as are viewed now.
Contrarily, people were outlawed from the
over exploitation of natural resources.
They were mentored to worship the
divinity that exists in the animate and the
inanimate world including plants, animals, water, air, soil, fire, stones, hills,
mountains and planets etc, necessary
components for sustaining biodiversity.
Hindus recognised, appreciated and preserved the purity of varied facets of nature
in all their life activities.In essence, they
practised nature-centric civilisational
and development discourse that ensured
the longevity of all forms of life.The
degree of respect and interconnectedness
that Sanatan is had with nature is amply
demonstrated by the Yajurveda sloka necessarily recited on rituals ‘Om dyauh
shanti rantariksham shantih, Prithvi
shanti rapah shantih Oshadhayah shantih; Vanaspatayah shantih, vishvedeva
shanti Brahma shantih; Sarvam shantih,
Shantireva shantih, Saamaa shantiredhih;
Om shaantih, shaantih, shaantih’ meaning that ‘May peace radiate there in the
whole sky as well as in the vast ethereal
space everywhere; May peace reign all
over this earth, in water and in all herbs,
trees and creepers; May peace flow over
the whole universe; May peace be in the
Supreme Being Brahman; And may there
always exist in all peace and peace alone’.
All sphere of human activitiescentred
onthe purity of nature and were
zero-emission and zero-waste based.
Vedic peoplehada co-existential frame
of mind with the lithosphere, hydrosphere, biosphere and atmosphere. They
knew that life originated in water and cannot be sustained without ensuring its
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(The writer is
Vice-Chancellor, Central
University of Punjab,
Bathinda. The views
expressed are personal.)

purity. Hencethey worshippedvarious forms of water bodies
including clouds, rivers, lakes and
oceans for securingtheir purity.
Vedic people appreciated that
mountains, hills, grasslands and
riverine regions are repositories of
biodiversity andthere was utmost
necessity for preserving and sustaininglife-supporting ecosystems;
hence they worshipped these landforms as well. We have been worshipping trees, herbs and creepers
since Vedic time in recognition of
the fact thatall animal forms
depended on these for food, fodder, fuel and medicine besides
their utility in maintaining
carbon neutrality and enriching
biodiversity.
This belief ensured that the
plants and their products
becomean integral part of our rituals and ceremonies. Plants
likepeepal, banyan and neem
(Triveni), kadamb, bael, tulsi,
aonwla, mango, banana, coconut,
lotus, paan, sandalwood, rudraksha, camphor, parijaat, asoka,
etc., were revered on various
occasions. Vedic people were conscious of their nutritious, environmental, medicinal and ornamental values. Even several forms of
animals and birds were worshipped to showcase their usefulnessto the ecosystem. Vedas
accorded the status of GOD to allforms of natural energy including
Agni and Vayu. Yagnas were performed for the purification of air.
All of these created a conducive
environment for all forms of life
to flourish resulting into great
biodiversity all around.
‘Less is More’ and ethical use

of natural resources were two
among the several civilization
traits that governed our lives.
The first sloka of Ishopnishad
taught us ‘Isavasyam Idam
Sarvam, yat kinca jagatyam jagat;
tena tyaktena bhunjitha,
magadha? kasyasvidhanam’
implying that every animate and
inanimate entity in the universe
is controlled and owned by the
Almighty. One should therefore
accept only those things necessary
for himself, which are set aside as
his share, and one must not
accept other things, knowing fully
well to whom it belongs.
For the previous few centuries, especially during the foreign rule, Vedic culture, traditions
and value system underwentstark
departure and erosion. Our holistic world view became fragmented,’Less is More’ became ‘More is
Less’, ‘Sarve Bhawantu Sukhinah’
became ‘I Bhawantu Sukhinah’,
‘Vasudhaiv Kutumbakam’ became’
Live in Relationship’ ‘Not Me but
You’ became ‘Not You But Me’,
‘Nature Centric’ became ‘Self
Centric’ and ‘Environmentalfriendly’ became Environmentalenmity’.Vedic philosophy that
‘Objects around are the extension
of the Self ’ is vanishing now
from our thought and action
process and as a consequence, we
do not stay connected with the
outside world. We have embraced
an individualistic and consumeristmindset and lifestyle
resulting into the over exploitation
of natural resources.
Every facet of nature has now
become fragile and vulnerable.
Water bodies are silting-up and

becoming dry, hills are being
destroyed, trees are being cut for
paperand napkins, soils are under
stress to produce more, and environmentally friendly dwellings
and things of daily use are
replaced by concrete structures
and plastic made materials,
respectively. The health of soil,
water and airhas become extremelyvulnerable owing to pollution
and excessive use of fertilizers and
pesticides. As a result, the great
biodiversity that ‘Jammu Dweepe
Bharat Khande’supported is dwindling fast. The plants, invertebrate
and vertebrate species inhabiting
the land, water and soil, so essential for building a shared future for
all life-forms,are under everincreasing threat as their habitats
are fast becoming unsuitable for
survival and proliferation of biodiversity. Several thousands of
such species have already become
extinct and several thousands are
on the verge of extinction. The
emission of greenhouse gases,
temperature rise and climate
change have crossed all limits.
Under the circumstances,
should we wish to build and
secure a shared future for all
forms of life on the planet Earth
including Homo sapiens, we need
to restore our Vedic culture, traditions and ways of interaction
with nature in all spheres of the
human domain. Everyone’s commitment is a must for saving
mother earth and nature. Let us
accept the fact that we have
become cruel to mother Earth and
are inflicting irreparable damage
to its life support system for
actualizing our limitless greed.
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ell, my dear, we didn’t
know where to look.
The old codger was
getting away with it again, fielding the questions like a man only
nine-tenths of his age, and then
somebody asked him about
Taiwan. He must have rehearsed
that one, but still he blew it - big
time. We’ll be picking up the
pieces for weeks.”
President Joe Biden was
speaking at a Tokyo press conference, looking not a year older
than 79, and somebody asked
him if he were “willing to get
involved militarily to defend
Taiwan if it comes to that?” Since
the official US position on that
question for many years has
been ‘constructive ambiguity’,
he was supposed to avoid both
‘yes’ and ‘no’.
Biden has been playing the
international game at the high-
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(Gwynne Dyer’s new book is
‘The Shortest History of
War’. The views expressed
are personal.)

est level for longer than most
people have been alive, and he
should know the drill. Say how
much he loves Taiwan and how
devoted he is to its democracy.
He can even mention that he’d
be really disappointed and quite
cross if China invaded it. But he
mustn’t say what the United
States would actually do.
Instead, with a loud clatter,
the president of the United
States jumped the tracks. “Yes”,
he said, “that’s a commitment we
made. The idea that (Taiwan)
could be taken by force, just
taken by force, is not...it would
dislocate the entire region and be
another action similar to what
happened in Ukraine.”
Compounding his crime,
Biden went on to express the
hope that China was paying
attention to how the US and its
allies have responded to the

Russian invasion of Ukraine.
“This is not just about
Ukraine,” he said. China is
watching to see if the Western
response to the invasion stays
strong, or if it loses focus as the
war drags on. It must stay
strong, because otherwise “what
signal does that send to China
about the cost of...attempting to

take Taiwan by force?”
Quite a performance, and
the headlines said things like ‘US
would defend Taiwan militarily if China attacked’. But being
an old codger has its advantages,
and one is that people panic less
when you make some apparently radical remark or commitment. They’re in doubt as to

whether you just misspoke, or
whether you really meant it. Was
Biden really sending a serious
warning to China, but doing it
in a way that did not compel
China to respond directly? I suspect the answer is yes, because
if you listen closely to what he
said, he did NOT actually
promise to commit American
forces to defend Taiwan against
a Chinese invasion.
He meant it to sound as if he
had said that - warning that
China would be “flirting with
danger” if it invaded Taiwan but there was no such definitive
statement.
Maybe Joe Biden has just
lost his marbles, but instilling a
bit more doubt in the Chinese
regime about his likely reaction
in the event of a Chinese attack
on Taiwan is not necessarily a
blunder. ‘Constructive ambigu-

ity’ requires both the ‘yes’ and
the ‘no’ to be plausible, and the
‘yes’ has been losing credibility
recently.
In the much more fraught
case of the US response to the
Russian invasion of Ukraine,
Biden has been notably cautious
in his actions. Before the invasion had even begun, he made
it publicly clear that American
or NATO forces would not
intervene directly to defend
Ukraine.
As the strength of the
Ukrainian forces and the sheer
incompetence of the Russian
army became clear, his willingness to give Ukraine more
advanced weapons in larger
quantities grew. But his seemingly accidental asides about how
Putin cannot remain in power
never become actual policy.
Every option remains open.

This is a man who has been
around the block a few times,
and he knows how the game is
played. So, if I were an adviser
to Taiwan’s president, I would tell
her the most important thing in
the event of a Chinese invasion
attempt is to make a good show
of resistance in the first
few weeks.
There is no more difficult
military operation than an
opposed amphibious landing,
and China has no real-world
experience of carrying out that
kind of attack across 200 km. of
open ocean. So, if you can hold
the invaders on the beaches for
a week or two, American arms
and supplies will start to flow in
abundance.
But don’t expect US troops
to help you directly. Biden is not
willing for fight a war against
China either. Consider Ukraine.
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ndia is an important stakeholder in Afghanistan and
Ifavours
strengthening its capability to fight terrorism and terrorist groups posing a threat to
peace and security in the
region, National Security
Advisor (NSA) Ajit Doval said
on Friday.
Underlining these points,
he also said India has always
stood by the people of
Afghanistan while speaking at
the 4th Regional Security
Dialogue on Afghanistan in
Dushanbe, Tajikistan. His
counterparts from Tajikistan,
Russia,
Kazakhstan,
Uzbekistan, Iran, Kyrgyzstan
and China also took part in the
high-profile conclave.
His assertions came in the
backdrop of India providing
humanitarian assistance to the
war-torn Afghanistan after the
Taliban took control last
August. India has committed
to provide more than 50,000
metric tons of food grains
including
wheat
to
Afghanistan.
India has already provided
17,000 metric tons of wheat to

Afghanistan through the land
route via Pakistan, 5,00,000
doses of Covaxin, 13 tonnes of
essential life saving medicines
and winter clothing as well as
60 million doses of polio vaccine.
In his address, Doval said
India was and is an important
stakeholder in Afghanistan and
called for enhancing the capability of the war-torn country
to counter terrorism and terrorist groups which pose a
threat to regional peace and
security.
Tracing the ties between
the two countries, he said India
has historical and civilisational relations with Afghanistan
and New Delhi has always
stood by the people of
Afghanistan and it will continue to guide India's approach.
"The special relationship with
the people of Afghanistan over
centuries will guide India's
approach. Nothing can change

this," Doval said.
The top security officials,
who discussed the situation in
Afghanistan and the region,
highlighted the need to find
constructive ways to ensure
peace and stability in
Afghanistan and combating
risks from terrorism emanating
from the region, sources said.
"There is a need for all present at the dialogue to enhance
capability of Afghanistan to
counter terrorism and terrorist groups which pose a threat
to regional peace and security,"
Doval said.
He said the foremost priority should be the right to life
and a dignified living as well as
protection of human rights of
all the people in Afghanistan.
"Assistance should be accessible to all, respect for all obligations under international
humanitarian law should be
ensured,” he added. India has
focused on infrastructure, connectivity and humanitarian
assistance in Afghanistan over
the decades.
Doval also highlighted the
need for representation of all
sections of Afghan society
including women and minorities so that the collective energies of the largest possible pro-

portion of the Afghan population feel motivated to contribute to nation building.
"Women and youth are
critical for the future of any
society. Provision of education to girls and employment to
women and youth will ensure
productivity and spur growth.
It will also have a positive
social impact including discouraging radical ideologies
among youth,” he said.
"With collective efforts of
Regional Dialogue members,
we can help proud people of
Afghanistan to build a prosperous and vibrant nation once
again,” he said.
Doval also met his counterparts from Iran, Tajikistan,
Russia and other partners in
the Dialogue on the sidelines of
the meeting.
The dialogue is aimed at
firming up a common
approach for practical cooperation in confronting increasing
threats of terrorism, radicalisation and drug trafficking following the Taliban's takeover of
Kabul in August last.
New Delhi had hosted the
third dialogue in November
2021 which was attended by
eight nations including Iran
and Russia.
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he Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has summoned former
T
Jammu and Kashmir Chief
Minister Farooq Abdullah on
May 31 at its Srinagar office in
connection with a money laundering case linked to alleged
financial irregularities in the
Jammu and Kashmir Cricket
Association.
The ED had questioned
Abdullah in connection with the
multi-crore Jammu and
Kashmir Cricket Association
(JKCA) scam case earlier as well.
Abdullah (84), a three-time
Chief Minister of the erstwhile
Jammu and Kashmir State and
is the President of the National
Conference besides being a Lok
Sabha MP. His statement was
recorded in the same case in
2019.
Political parties in the valley said the summons were

efence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Friday undertook
D
a sea sortie on submarine INS

and Hungary on Friday reviewed
the entire spectrum of their bilateral
Itiesndia
and global affairs including Ukraine
during the bilateral meeting here
between External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar and his counterpart Peter
Szijjarto. The two sides also inked a pact
on international solar alliance. Jaishankar
thanked him for Hungarian support for
Operation Ganga and its offer to admit
evacuated Indian medical students in
Hungarian universities.
Hungary facilitated airlift of Indian
nationals including medical students
from Ukraine soon after the Russian military action started in late February.
Many Indians crossed over to Hungary
from Ukraine when the offensive commenced. The evacuation was named
Operation Ganga in which more than
20,000 Indian nationals were brought out

from Ukraine including 6,000 from
Hungary. Meanwhile, Jaishankar in a
tweet message regarding his talks with
Szijjar also “recalled Hungary’s early
recognition of Covaxin and openness to
travel arrangements.”
On his part, the visiting Foreign
Minister said Hungary on Friday joined
the international alliance of solar energy launched by India and France. “We
hope that with your corporation we can
further accelerate our investment in solar
energy,” he said.
The two sides signed two contracts
including development of trade and on
attracting investment. Szijjar said there is
going to be an energy supply crisis in
Europe and globally may be as well. “And
those countries will be safe who can produce the most of energy they consumed,”
he said. The Hungarian minister noted
that economic corporation between India
and Hungary has been hitting records.
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he Enforcement Directorate has arrested an accused in a money laundering
T
case linked to illegal coal mining in West
Bengal, Gurupada Maji.
Majhi was arrested on Thursday and produced before Rouse Avenue court here that
granted his seven-day custody.
Gurupada Majhi is one of the partners
of Anup Majee alias Lala (kingpin of illegal
coal mining business activities in West
Bengal) and has received more than Rs. 66
crore from the Proceed of Crime (PoC) generated through illegal coal mining business.
Further, Gurupada Majhi had provided
Rs 26 crore in cash to a Kolkata based chartered accountant for arranging shell companies for the purpose of taking accommodation
entries.
In this process, Gurupada Maji had acquired
13 shell companies with the help of the said
Kolkata-based CA.
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ongress
MP
Karti
Chidambaram has written
to Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla regarding his questioning
by the CBI in the Chinese visa
scam case, saying "gross breach
of Parliamentary Privilege by
the central probe agency." Karti
has alleged that during a raid
CBI officers seized "highly confidential" personal notes and
papers pertaining to the
Parliamentar y Standing
Committee on Information
and Technology of which he is
a member, and sought redressal for what he said was a
"breach of his parliamentary
privilege".
“I've written to Lok Sabha
Speaker that there has been a
gross breach of Parliamentary
Privilege by the CBI. My parliamentary committee papers that
pertain to IT Committee have
been taken during search and
seizure. No one has the right to
take these confidential papers,”
Karti told a news agency.
"I am writing to you now
because I have become the
victim of a grossly illegal and
patently unconstitutional
action," Karti Chidambaram
said in his letter to Birla.
"The Central Bureau of
Investigation in the garb of
conducting an investigation
into an 11-year-old decision of

the Government in which I
have absolutely no involvement raided my residence in
Delhi," he said. In the course of
this so-called raid, certain officers of the CBI seized my
"highly confidential and
sensitive personal notes and
papers" pertaining to the
Parliamentar y Standing
Committee for Information
and Technology, Karti
Chidambaram alleged.
"Shockingly, even my draft
notes and questions which I
had intended to ask witnesses

summoned to the Committee,
were also seized," he alleged. He
claimed that his handwritten
notes pertaining to the depositions made to the Committee
by witnesses were also seized
for reasons best known to the
Agency.
Karti
Chidambaram
alleged that these actions by the
CBI, in so far as they relate to
"interference with my duties as
a Parliamentarian, amount to a
direct assault upon democratic principles on which our
Parliament is founded".

he
Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has
T
attached immovable properties
of Maharashtra-based Nipko
Engineering Services Pvt. Ltd.
worth Rs 62.70 crore in a
money laundering case linked
to a bank fraud.
The ED had initiated
money laundering investigation in 2020 on the basis of an
FIR registered by the AntiCorruption Branch, CBI, Pune,
wherein a complaint was filed
against Nipko Engineering, its
director Narendra Achyut Rao
Korde and unknown officials of
Andhra Bank and other persons for a bank fraud of about
Rs 72.99 crore.
“The modus operandi used
for laundering the funds was
that the accused obtained false/
fake purchase orders from different companies/ firms and

thereafter prepared forged supporting documents like invoices, delivery challans, goods
receipts notes etc. to show the
genuine transactions of goods
between the companies,” the
ED said in a statement.
Thereafter, these documents along with application
for bill discounting were submitted to Andhra Bank. Then
other associates like directors/proprietors/authorized signatories of fictitious buyer
companies used to give acceptance of the said bills to their
respective banks wherein no
physical transactions of goods
were done, it said.
The said fake bills were discounted and amounts were
credited in the companies’
account of Korde. The funds
generated were further laundered in the guise of payment
to third parties / fictitious
firms and cash withdrawal.

Khanderi and lauded the Navy
for maintaining high state of
readiness and offensive capability to meet any threat.
After spending hours
under the sea, witnessing the
combat capabilities and offensive strength of the submarine,
he termed the experience as
"wonderful and thrilling", and
said, he is more assured of
India's security.
He also said operational
readiness and preparations are
not a provocation to any
aggression but a guarantee of
peace and security in Indian
Ocean region. The Defence
Minister made these observations during his two-day visit
to Karwar starting Thursday.
The Karwar naval base is
spread over 11,000 acres and is
home to lone aircraft carrier
INS Vikramaditya. The base is
being developed under Project
Seabird and plans are to base
more than 30 warships and

submarines there by the end of
2025. The indigenously
designed and built INS Vikrant,
likely to be inducted into the
Navy this August, will also be
based at Karwar.
INS Khanderi was built at
the
Mazagon
Docks
Limited(MDL), Mumbai in
collaboration with France.
He was given a first-hand
insight into the combat capabilities and offensive strength of
the state-of-the-art Kalvari class
submarine. For over four hours,
the full spectrum of capabilities
of underwater operations of the
stealth submarine was demonstrated to him, officials said
here later.
The day-at-sea also provided him a glimpse of the submarine’s capability to effectively counter anti-submarine
operations by an adversary.
Navy chief Admiral R Hari
Kumar and other senior officials of Indian Navy and
Ministry of Defence were also
present.
Interacting with media
persons after the sortie, Rajnath
said, “Today, Indian Navy is
counted among the frontline
navies of the world. Today, the

world’s largest maritime forces
are ready to work and cooperate with India.”
He described ‘INS
Khanderi’ as a shining example
of the ‘Make in India’ capabilities of the country and appreciated the fact that 39 of the 41
ships and submarines ordered
by the Indian Navy are being
built in Indian shipyards.
He, however, assured that
the preparations being made by
the Indian Navy are not a
provocation to any aggression,
but a guarantee of peace and
security in the Indian Ocean
region. The operational sortie
was accompanied by the

deployment of ships of the
Western Fleet, an anti-submarine mission sortie by a P-8I
MPA and Sea King helicopter,
a fly past by MiG 29-K fighters and a search and rescue
capability demonstration.
With this, the defence minister has now witnessed firsthand the three-dimensional
combat capability of Indian
Navy, after having embarked
INS
Vikramaditya
in
September 2019 and conducting a sortie on the P-8I Long
Range
Maritime
Reconnaissance
AntiSubmarine Warfare aircraft
earlier this month.
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he iconic Inverted Rifle and
Helmet at Amar Jawan Jyoti,
T
India Gate, was on Friday shifted by the armed forces in a ceremony to the National War
Memorial. Symbol of Fallen
Soldiers of 1971 war, the Rifle
and Helmet are now installed in
the midst of busts of Param Vir
Chakra awardees.
With this process, integration of Memorial of Fallen
Soldiers of 1971 war with the
National War Memorial is complete, the defence ministry said
here on Friday. The ceremony
was led by Chief of Integrated

C
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"common to all opposition"
leaders in the country.
Reacting to the development, National Conference
(NC), said the veteran leader
would continue to cooperate
with the authorities like he has
done in the past.
"ED summons to JKNC
President Dr Farooq Abdullah
is nothing new; this is common
for all opposition parties in
India. He has continued to
maintain his innocence in the
matter and has cooperated with
the investigative agencies and
will do so in this case as well,"
the NC posted on Twitter.
Between 2011 and 2012, the
Board of Control for Cricket in
India (BCCI) had given Rs 112
crore to the state cricket association for the promotion of the
game in Jammu and Kashmir. It
was alleged that Rs 46.30 crore
from the grant was misappropriated.

Defence Staff to Chairman,
Chiefs of Staff Committee(CISC)
Air Marshal BR Krishna and
attended
by
Adjutant
General(AG) equivalents from
three Services.
As part of the ceremony, a
final salute was given and the
CISC offered a wreath at India
Gate. Thereafter, the Inverted
Rifle and Helmet was removed
and carried in a ceremonial
vehicle to the Param Yodha
Sthal and installed at a newly created monument. The CISC
accompanied by the AGs equivalents from three Services presented a salute to the new monument.
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he India Meteorological
Department (IMD) on
T
Friday said the southwest monsoon is expected to reach
Kerala during the next two to
three days.
Earlier, the IMD had forecast the onset over Kerala on
Friday (May 27) with help
from the remnants of Cyclone
Asani, that struck the Bay of
Bengal a fortnight ago. The
forecast had a model error of
four days. However, the influence of the remnant weather
systems, that lingered over the

southern peninsula, petered
out, dashing the forecast of
early onset over Kerala and a
swift progress towards the
north, the IMD said.
“As per the latest meteorological indications, westerly
winds have strengthened in the
lower levels over the south
Arabian Sea and deepened.
As per satellite imagery,
there is an increase in cloudiness over Kerala coast and
adjoining southeast Arabian
Sea. Hence, conditions are
becoming favourable for monsoon onset over Kerala during
the next 2-3 days,” the IMD
said.
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third model was on Friday
found dead in mysterious
A
conditions in a matter of little
more than a week.
Model-cum-small time
television actress Manjushri
Neyogi was found hanging
from the ceiling fan of her
room at Patuli area in the
southern fringes of Kolkata
just a couple of days after her
friend and co-model Bidisha
De Majumdar was found dead
in similar circumstances at her

Dum Dum flat in northern
Kolkata.
Though the reason of the
death was not clear family
sources did not rule out suicide
as she had been suffering from
depression for quite some time.
The mother of Neyogi who had
married a few months ago told
reporters that she had was suffering from depression and
had attempted suicide earlier
too.
“She looked depressed following her friend Bidisha’s
death and was constantly talk-

ing about her since then,” the
mother of the deceased said.
Little more than a week ago
another actor-cum model
Pallabi Dey had died in similar circumstances at her Garfa
residence in South Kolkata.
“All these models had sufficient work in their hand
which meant that they were not
depressed due to professional
reasons,” a colleague of De
Majumdar said, adding that she
could be in depression on
account of her break-up with
her boyfriend.
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to check the targetIiansnedorder
killing of innocent civilthe security forces have
intensified anti terrorist operations to flush out fresh crop of
local terrorists and their
'hybrid' associates in Kashmir
valley to ensure peaceful conduct of the Amarnath yatra
starting June 30.
In the last 24 hours the
security forces have gunned
down four Lashkar-e-Toiba
terrorists in two back to back
operations including those
behind the cold bloodied murder of famous Kashmiri TV
artist Amreen Bhat in
Chadoora area of Budgam.
Besides, 01 hybrid terrorist
has been arrested along with
arms/ammunition in Bemina
area of Srinagar.
In the coming days the
security grid is also going to

finalise the comprehensive
deployment plan of additional
companies of the para military
forces along the entire yatra
route to plug any gaps.
According to official
sources the Union Home
Ministry has given its nod to
deploy more than 300 additional companies across transit camps, base camps, and
security checkpoints along the
yatra route.
IGP Kashmir Shri Vijay
Kumar Friday congratulated
the joint teams of security
forces for their valour and
determination to neutralize
and avenge the killing of artist
Amreen Bhat within 24hrs.
He also termed these operations as a big success and said
that during past three days 10
terrorists including 3 from JeM
and 7 from LeT proscribed terror outfits have been neutralized in the Kashmir valley.
According to a spokesman
of the Jammu and Kashmir
police, at around 9. 33 p.m on
a specific input generated by
Awantipora Police regarding
presence of terrorists in village
Aghanzipora
area
of
Awantipora, a joint cordon &

search operation was launched
by Police, Army (55RR) and
CRPF (130Bn) in the said area.
During the operation, as the
joint search party was laying
cordon around a cluster of
houses, the hiding terrorists
fired indiscriminately upon
search party which was retaliated leading to an encounter. In
the ensuing encounter, two
local terrorists identified as
Shahid Mushtaq Bhat resident
of Hafroo Chadoora, Budgam
and Farhan Habib resident of
Hakripora, Pulwama linked
with proscribed terror outfit
LeT were killed and their bodies were retrieved from the site
of encounter.
While interacting with
media, IGP Kashmir Vijay

Kumar said that both the killed
terrorists had joined terror
ranks recently and were
involved in killing of artist
Amreen Bhat in Chadoora area
of Budgam on the directions of
LeT Commander Lateef.
Meanwhile, in Soura area
of Srinagar, a special & small
team of Srinagar Police also
launched a cordon and search
operation in the said area.
During the search, as the presence of terrorists was ascertained and search party proceeded towards suspected spot
the hiding terrorists fired indiscriminately upon search party
which was retaliated leading to
an encounter.
In the ensuing encounter,
two terrorists of proscribed

terror outfit LeT were killed
and their bodies were retrieved
from the site of encounter.
They have been identified as
Shakir Ahmad Waza and
Afreen Aftab Malik both residents of Trenz Shopian.
As per police records both
the killed terrorist were categorized terrorists and were part
of groups involved in several
terror crime cases including
attacks on Police and security
forces. Incriminating materials,
huge cache of arms & ammunition was recovered from both
the sites of encounter. All the
recovered materials have been
taken into case records for further investigation.
According to a police
spokesman, "Srinagar Police
along with security forces also
arrested one hybrid terrorist of
proscribed terror outfit LeT
from Bemina area along with
arms and ammunition.
Preliminary investigation
revealed that, the arrested
accused was working as a
hybrid terrorist of proscribed
terror outfit LeT outfit and was
involved in delivering pistols in
Srinagar City to carry out targeted killings.
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rime
Minister
Narendra Modi's
P
home state of Gujarat
has become the "gateway of drugs" to the
countr y under his
watch, the Congress
alleged on Friday, questioning the "silence" of
the PM and Home
Minister Amit Shah.
C o n g r e s s
spokesperson Pawan
Khera said there has
been a series of recoveries of drug consignments
starting from July, 2017 right
up to this week from several
ports including Mundra and
Pupavav in the state. Just on
Thursday, 52 kilograms of
cocaine, worth Rs 500 crore,
was recovered from Mundra
Port that had come from Iran,
he alleged at the AICC Press
conference.
When under "pressure
from the Congress", the
Mundra port had announced
they will not handle cargos
from Iran, Pakistan and
Afghanistan, then how the latest consignment of cocaine
was recovered from there, he
asked.
Khera said the Congress
had to question the govern-
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The 14 persons who have been charge-sheeted in the case are: Arbaaz Merchant, Munmun
Dhamecha, Vikrant Chhokar, Mohak Jaiswal,
Ishmeet Singh Chadha, Gomit Chopra, Nupur
Satija, Abdul Kadar Shaikh, Shreyas Nair,
Manish Rajgariya, Aachit Kumar, Chinedu
Igwe, Shivraj Harijan and Okoro Uzeoma. IRS
officer Sameer Wankhede, then NCB’s Mumbai
Zonal Director, who led the investigations in the
case and is now attached to Directorate of
Revenue Intelligence, refused to comment on the
anti-drug agency’s decision to drop charges
against Aryan and five others.
It may be recalled that the NCB had arrested Aryan Khan, Arbaaz Merchant, Munmun
Dhamecha and five others on October 3, after
its officials busted a rave party and seized 13
grams of cocaine, 5 grams of MD (Mephedrone),
21 grams of Charas, 22 pills of MDMA (Ecstasy)
and C1.33 lakh in cash from Goa-bound
Cordelia Cruises' Empress ship, off the Mumbai
coast. Subsequently, the NCB arrested 12 more
persons in connection with the mid-sea rave
party
The permanent relief to Aryan in the sensational case came seven months after the
Bombay High Court on October 28, 2021 granted bail to him and two others, 25 days after they
were arrested in the sensational case.
Later on November 20, 2021, in what came
as a slap on the face of the NCB, the Bombay
High Court had rejected outright its allegation
that Bollywood superstar Shah Rukh Khan’s son
Aryan and two other accused were part of the
conspiracy in the case and disallowed its effort
to use their “confessional statements as a tool”
to infer that they had committed offences under
the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act.
Giving his reasoning for granting bail to
Aryan Khan, Arbaaz and Munmun in the midsea drug bust case on October 28, a single-member HC bench of Justice Nitin W Sambre had
noted in his detailed order released on
November 20 2021: “... there is no material on
record to infer that applicants (Aryan and two
others) have hatched conspiracy to commit the
offence. That being so, at this stage, it is difficult to infer that the applicants are involved in
an offence of commercial quantity. As such,
parameters laid down under section 37 of the
NDPS Act will hardly be of any consequence
while considering the prayer for grant of
bail”.
Raising serious manner in which the NCB
investigated the case, the judge slammed the
investigating agency for not subjecting to medical examination “so as to determine whether at
the relevant time, they had consumed drugs” and
made mince meat of the investigators’ claim that
they had found incriminating whatsapp chat
from Aryan’s phone, by observing that “nothing objectionable could be noticed to suggest that
he and two other accused had hatched a conspiracy.
The judge noted that going by the material brought on record before it, “this Court has
prima facie not notice any positive evidence
against the applicants”. “This court is of the opinion that the claim put forth by the respondent
that the applicants should be considered to have
the common intention to commit an offence
under the NDPS Act, having been found in possession of commercial quantity. In the backdrop
of a case of hatching conspiracy is liable to be
rejected”. Observing that Aryan was not found
in possession of any objectionable substance, the
judge had tore into the NCB’s allegation that
Aryan and two other accused were part of the
conspiracy
“For inferring act of hatching conspiracy on
the part of Aryan and two other accused, there
has to be positive evidence about an agreement
to do a unlawful act or to do a lawful act by
unlawful means and such agreement must precede meeting of minds... There is hardly any positive evidence to convince this court that all the
accused persons with common intention agreed
to commit unlawful acts,” the Judge had said.
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rumours and gave us an overwhelming

mandate and a government was voted back to
power after 37 years and it started working with
a bang," the chief minister argued.
Explaining the victory of the BJP in recent
assembly polls, Yogi Adityanath said, "If the
opposition party wins, It is okay. If the BJP wins
then EVMs are tampered. It is an insult of the
people and their mandate." He added, "UP is a
big state where all previous governments must
have made efforts to win the support of the people, but failed to meet the aspirations of the people. The BJP won the trust of the people."
Referring to the recent UP assembly elections,
the chief minister said, "There was no violence
in UP, neither during nor after elections. What
would have happened if there was no BJP government in UP." Referring to the election campaign by West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee in UP, Yogi Adityanath said, "A didi
from Bengal had come here during the assembly elections. While there were incidents of widespread violence during elections in West Bengal
where violent incidents took place in 142 out of
242 constituencies and 25,000 booths were
affected by it. More than 10,000 BJP workers
were forced to go to the shelter home, 57 people were murdered and 123 women were
molested."
Yogi added, "All this happened in West
Bengal where the population is half of the population of UP."
The chief minister asserted, "Our mission
is not grabbing power but the nation and we
must abide by the parliamentary and democratic
traditions."
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are making technology available to the masses first,” said Modi at India’s biggest drone festival here at Pragati Maidan.
Due to misplaced aversion, he said there was
an atmosphere of indifference regarding the use
of technology in governance before 2014.
“The poor, the deprived, and the middle
class suffered the most due to this,” he said.
He also recalled the complicated procedures
for availing of basic facilities leading to a sense
of deprivation and fear.
“In earlier Governments technology was
considered part of the problem and efforts were
made to portray it as anti-poor,” he further said.
Modi said progress is possible only when we
change with time adding “We have made technology a key tool to impart new strength, speed
and scale to the country”.
Modi, who has been, for some time, advocating the increasing use of drone technology
across the country, said technology has helped
a lot in furthering the vision of saturation and
in ensuring last-mile delivery.
“And I know that we can achieve the goal
of Antyodaya by moving forward at this pace
and are able to provide the poor segment with
their entitlement by the use of Jan Dhan,
Aaadhar, Mobile (JAM) trinity,” he said.
Experience of the last 8 years further strengthens my belief, the Prime Minister said.
Also, he said the use of drones will rise in
sectors such as agriculture, sports, defence and
disaster management. Till a few months ago,
there were various restrictions on drone technology. The Centre has removed such restrictions in a short span, Modi said.
He was pointing to the Ministry of Civil
Aviation’s easing of drone rules in August last
year, wherein it had reduced the number of
forms that need to be filled to operate them from
25 to five and decreased the types of fees charged
from the operator from 72 to four.
The Prime Minister further said there was
a time when people used to spend hours standing in line for rations.
In the last seven to eight years, we have
removed this hurdle with the help of technology, he said as he claimed that earlier the technology was used for elites only.
He said the country has been witness to the
quick delivery of Covid-19 vaccine through
drones. “This (a drone) can help us send topquality medical equipment and services to
remote areas. People will see that not only in
urban areas, drones have found their use in rural
areas too,” the Prime Minister said.
“I invite investors again as this is the right
time to manufacture advanced drone technol-

ogy for India and the world,” Modi said.
“We are also moving towards creating a
strong drone manufacturing ecosystem in India
through schemes like productivity-linked
scheme (PLI). When technology goes to the
masses, possibilities of its use also increase
accordingly,” he said.
“Whenever there are big events like the
Kumbh Mela, the drones can be of immense
help. In traffic jams, solutions can be found with
the help of drones,” the Prime Minister said.
Union Civil Aviation Minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia, in his address, spoke about how drones
are used for land mapping in villages under the
Centre’s Swamitva Scheme which was launched
by the Prime Minister in April 2021.
“A drone of just two to three kg will help in
the Government’s plan to push ‘gram swaraj’
(self-reliant village) in India,” Scindia said,
adding the Government has banned the import
of drones in February to give domestic manufacturers a push. He said presently 12 Central
Government departments and 14 States are
using drones.
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“We are quite incoherent. We are both ecstatic and wonder if we are dreaming!” were the
first reaction by the author, according to a release
by Penguin Books, the publishers of Tomb of
Sand.
“This is a bolt from the blue but what a nice
one, and I am still reeling. Tomb of Sand is an
elegy for the world we inhabit, a laughing elegy
that retains hope in the face of impending doom.
The Booker will surely take it to many more
people than it would have reached otherwise,”
said Shree while accepting the prize. Shree has
four novels and several story collections to her
credit.
The jury that decided the prize was chaired
by Frank Wynne, an Irish literary translator from
French and Spanish. The judging panel consisted
of Merve Emre, Associate Professor of English
Literature at the University of Oxford,
Zimbabwean lawyer and writer, Petina Gappah,
translator and author, Jeremy Tiang, and Viv
Groskop, writer, critic, broadcaster and standup comedian.
Meru Gokhale, Publisher, Penguin Press,
Penguin Random House India, said on Friday
it was a landmark day for Indian publishing.
“This win honours Shree’s genius, and Daisy
Rockwell’s brilliant translation. Just as excitingly,
it also opens up possibilities for so many other
writers and translators who I hope will now
reach international readers.” said Gokhale.
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The court also refused to grant Chautala 10
days’ time to surrender as requested by his lawyer
Harsh Sharma.
“Disproportionate assets acquired by the
accused, during the check period, were to the
tune of 103 per cent of the known sources of his
income. The accused has failed to satisfactorily account for such disproportionality by proving his source of income or means by way of
which he acquired assets during the check period,” the court said.
Chautala, who appeared physically and was
present in the courtroom , was found guilty
under Section 13(1)(e) read with 13(2) of the
Prevention of Corruption (PC) Act.
After the conviction, his son Abhay Singh
Chautala said he believes in the Indian justice
system and hopes to get justice in the High
Court. “We’re speaking about the verdict with
our lawyers. OP Chautala is a strong, courageous
man. He has seen several highs & lows. We
believe in the Indian justice system & hope to
get justice in the High Court,” the Indian
National Lok Dal (INLD) leader said.
During the hearing, Chautala’s lawyers had
requested the court to pass a lenient sentence
considering his medical condition. However, the
CBI opposed the submissions of Chautala’s
lawyer seeking a grant of concession on the
ground of ill health and age. The agency had
pushed for maximum punishment for Chautala

stating that it would send a message to the society.
“The person, in this case, is a public figure
and giving minimum punishment would send
a wrong message. He does not have clean
antecedents. It is the second case in which he
has been convicted,” the CBI said. The court had
last week convicted Chautala and said the
accused had failed to satisfactorily account for
such disproportionality by proving his source
of income or means by which, he acquired assets
during this period.
The CBI had filed the case in 2005, and a
charge sheet was filed on March 26, 2010, accusing him of amassing assets disproportionate to
his legitimate income, between 1993 and 2006.
The disproportionate assets were calculated to
be Rs 6.09 crore, 189.11 per cent of his known
sources of income.
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Yasin Malik, chief of the banned JKLF who
has recently been sentenced to life imprisonment
in a terror funding case, is an accused in the case.
The case had gone into virtual cold storage
and was revived after Malik was picked up by
the National Investigation Agency in 2019 on
charges of terror funding.
In January last year, the CBI, with help from
Special Public Prosecutors Monika Kohli and S
K Bhat, framed charges against 10 people,
including Malik, in the Rubaiya kidnapping case
that turned out to be a turning point in the
Valley’s volatile history. The release of the five
JKLF members was seen as a morale booster for
terror groups, which had started raising their
heads at the time.
The CBI moved an application summoning
Rubaiya Sayeed as she was listed as a prosecution witness. This was agreed to by the special
court that has now ordered her to appear before
it on July 15, the officials said.
Rubaiya Sayeed was kidnapped by members
of JKLF members from Srinagar to ensure the
release of their associates lodged in different jails.
Other charged in the case are Ali Mohammed
Mir, Mohammed Zaman Mir, Iqbal Ahmad
Gandroo, Javed Ahmad Mir, Mohammedd
Rafiq Pahloo, Manzoor Ahmed Sofi, Wajahat
Bashir, Mehraj-ud-Din Sheikh and Showkat
Ahmad Bakshi.
During the investigation, accused Ali
Mohammad Mir, Zaman Mir and Iqbal Gandroo
voluntarily confessed before a magistrate about
his role in the Rubaiya kidnapping.Besides, four
others made confessional statements before
CBI’s Superintendent of Police.
“Since the accused persons besides admitting of their own guilt have also narrated about
the participation of other accused persons
namely Malik, Javed Ahmed Mir and MehrajU-Din Sheikh, which can also be used against
them as one of the pieces of evidence,” the court
had said in January last year.
The 10 are among the two dozen accused
named by the CBI in its chargesheet filed before
the court.
Among the others, top JKLF commanders
Mohammad Rafiq Dar and Mushtaq Ahmad
Lone are dead and 12 are absconding.
These are Halima, Javed Iqbal
Mir, Mohammad Yaqub Pandit, Riyaz Ahmad
Bhat, Khursheed Ahmad Dar, Basharat
Rehman Noori, Tariq Ashraf, Shafat Ahmad
Shangloo, Manzoor Ahmad, Gulam Mohammad
Taploo, Abdul Majeed Bhat and Nissar Ahmad
Bhat.
In March 2020, the special court framed
charges against the JKLF chief and six others in
another case related to the gunning down of four
IAF personnel on the outskirts of Srinagar in
January 1990.
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Local teams comprising rescue workers and
medical staff from the Partapur field hospital
were rushed to the spot to provide immediate
medical aid to the injured soldiers. “Seven soldiers died on the spot while 19 others were later
airlifted to the Chandimandir command hospital,” official sources said.

ment on the post of Narcotics
Control Bureau head lying
vacant for 18 months, before
the appointment was made
under "pressure" from the
opposition party.
He alleged Gujarat has
become a "gateway of drugs" to
the country under the watch of
PM Modi and Home Minister
Shah.
"This is a prime minister
who talks more and does less.
On this particular issue, (he has
said) not a word. Why this
silence?" Congress leader said
drugs cannot be traded just at
a retail level and this trade is
always a part of larger global
syndicates which enjoy active
political patronage in whichever country they operate.

Under this government,
Khera alleged, the NCB,
Enforcement Directorate, CBI
and other agencies have been
reduced to dealing with "retail
politics" and are being "misused" by the ruling dispensation against political opponents.
Instead of "forcing" these
agencies to deal into "retail politics", the government should
allow them to focus more on
recovering the wholesale drug
consignments that are coming,
he said. He also referred to a
major smuggling of drugs that
allegedly happened in June,
2021 and "did not get caught".
He said it involved consignments of 25 tonnes and costing
around Rs 1,75,000 crore.
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fter the Central Bureau of
Investigation it is the turn
A
of
the
Enforcement
Directorate to take a look
into the high-profile Bengal
School Services Commission
recruitment scam that has
already sucked into its vortex
two TMC ministers and a
bevy of retired bureaucrats,
Vice Chancellors etal.
After perusing the Justice
RK Bag Commission report
and conducting a preliminary inquiry the ED is known
to have registered a case and
sought all the details including the copy of the FIR from
the CBI which is currently
investigating the case following a Calcutta High Court
order. The ED was drawn
into the case following reports
that hundreds of crores were
invested in flats, international schools and other real
estates including separate kennels for a minister’s pets both
within and outside Bengal.
According to sources a whopping Rs 15,000 crore or more
might have changed hands in
the job-for-money scam.
Justice Bag Committee
created by the High Court had
earlier submitted a damaging
1,500 page report in which it
not only showed how fake
candidates were given
appointments by-passing the
merit-listed aspirants at various levels of the recruitment
— including Groups C, D, sec-

ondary and higher secondary
teachers — but it declared
appointment of a designated
5-member screening committee created by then
Education Minister Partho
Chatterjee
as
totally
illegal.
The judicial Panel also
recommended criminal proceedings against those guilty
leading both the single and the
division bench of the High
Court to order CBI investigation into the recruitment
scam. Subsequently the Court
also ordered the dismissal of
Ankita Adhikari the daughter
of Minister of State for
Education Paresh Adhikari
who allegedly topped the
merit list of aspiring teachers
for Class XI-XII despite securing lesser numbers from her
fellow aspirants.
Referring to the new
development,
senior
Trinamool Congress parliamentarian Saugato Roy said
that ED’s entry into the case
was a sheer example of vindictive politics of the Centre.
“I do not know whether the
High Court order cannot be
misinterpreted as the Court
had ordered the CBI to probe
the matter whereas the ED has
not entered the scene … this
indicates vindictive politics
of the Centre,” he said.
Meanwhile, Congress Lok
Sabha
Leader
Adhir
Chwodhury hit out at Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
for harbouring a whole galaxy
of corrupt ministers.
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cting on the complaint of illegal arrest and harassment by
Lok Sabha MP Navneet Rana, the Privilege & Ethics Branch
A
of the Lok Sabha Secretariat on Friday issued a notification
directing Maharashtra DGP Rajnish Seth along with Mumbai's
Police Commissioner Sanjay Pandey to appear before the
Committee of Oral Evidence on June 15.
Yashwant Bhanudas, Superintendent of Women District
Prison Class-2, Byculla has also been issued with the same directives. "It may kindly be ensured that the officials of the
Government of Maharashtra mentioned above appear before the
Committee of Evidence on the date, time and venue indicated
above," the order read.
The development comes days after Navneet Rana appeared
before the Parliamentary Privilege Committee over her allegation of "patently illegal arrest and the consequent inhuman treatment meted out to her at Khar Police Station, Mumbai". Stating
that she had placed everything in front of the committee, the
Independent MP said that those responsible for alleged atrocities should be punished. "I have kept everything in front of the
committee right from the time they arrested me from my place
till 14 days that I was in the custody. Sanjay Raut (Rajya Sabha
MP and Shiv Sena leader) is also a part of it. Now, it is on the
committee to decide. They should be punished and they will
be punished," Navneet Rana said.
Earlier, the Amravati MP had written a letter to the Lok
Sabha Speaker, and informed how she along with her MLA husband Ravi Rana was 'illegally arrested' on April 23 from their
Mumbai residence after they declared to recite the Hanuman
Chalisa outside Shiv Sena supremo and Maharashtra Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray's residence. She also alleged
being denied access to drinking water and washroom after the
arrest.
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it is suspending nearly $7 billion foreign debt repayment
due for this year out of about
$25 billion due through 2026.
Sri Lanka's total foreign debt
stands at $51 billion. The IMF
said in a statement Thursday
said that a team remotely concluded initial discussions about
Sri Lanka's reform plan on
Tuesday.
"The team made good
progress in assessing the economic situation and in identifying policy priorities to be
taken going forward," the statement said.
The statement added that
discussions focused on restoring fiscal sustainability while
protecting the vulnerable and

nomic reform programme and
seek approval from the
International Monetary Fund
— because global inflation and
the financial impact of Russia's
invasion of Ukraine on other
countries could limit their ability to help the island nation.
Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe said that officials have reached agreement
on basic reforms concepts with
the IMF and that he plans to
have the economic reform program ready within two weeks.
After it is finalised, an IMF del-

egation will visit Sri Lanka to
evaluate the programme.
"I have placed my special
attention on this because of the
present global situation, the war
in Ukraine and global inflation.
From what we can see a number of countries may have to
face economic problems like
ours," Wickremesinghe said.
He added: "At the moment
the United States and the
Europe are spending a lot on
the war and there is a possibility of the aid given to us being
reduced."
Sri Lanka is nearly bankrupt with an acute foreign currency crisis that resulted in a
foreign debt default. The country announced last month that
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Lanka's prime minister
on Thursday that he
Swillrisaidquickly
prepare an eco-
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hina and Russia vetoed a
U.N. Resolution sponsored
C
by the United States on
Thursday that would have
imposed tough new sanctions
on North Korea for its spate of
intercontinental ballistic missile
launches that can be used to
deliver nuclear weapons.
The vote in the 15-member
Security Council was 13-2 and
marked a first serious division
among the five veto-wielding
permanent members of the
U.N.'s most powerful body on
a North Korea sanctions resolution.
A united Security Council
imposed sanctions after North
Korea's first nuclear test explosion in 2006 and tightened
them over the years seeking to
rein in its nuclear and ballistic
missile programs and cut off
funding.
U.S. Ambassador Linda
Thomas-Greenfield appealed
for unity before Thursday's
vote, calling North Korea's six
ICBM tests this year "a threat
to the entire international com-

munity."
She stressed that in the last
sanctions resolution adopted by
the council in December 2017,
members committed to further
restricting petroleum exports
to North Korea if it conducted
a ballistic missile launch capable of reaching intercontinental ranges.
North Korea suspended
ICBM tests for five years, but
she urged the council to act
against its "dangerous and
threatening" ICBM launches in
the last five months including
one on Wednesday.
China's U.N. Ambassador
Zhang Jun reiterated Beijing's
opposition to new sanctions
against North Korea ahead of
Thursday's vote. He called
instead for the United States to
take "meaningful, practical
actions" to resume its dialogue
with the country and find a

political solution to the situation on the Korean Peninsula,
where the 1950-53 war between
North Korea and South Korea
stopped with an armistice, not
a peace treaty.
With tensions on the
peninsula, Zhang said, it's
important to stay calm, avoid
any provocative actions and
"really give hope" to the
Democratic People's Republic
of Korea -- the country's official name -- by lifting some
sanctions instead of imposing
new ones.
"We do not think additional sanctions will be helpful
in responding to current situation," he told reporters
Thursday. "It can only get situation even worse. … so that's
what we really want to avoid."
Alluding to U.S. "pivot to
Asia" reflecting rise of China as
an economic and military
power and America's most significant competitor, Zhang
said, "We do not want to see
anyone make use of DPRK situation or Korean Peninsula situation as a card for their strategic or geopolitical agenda."
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fficials from the Group of Seven wealthy
nations announced Friday that they will aim
to largely end greenhouse gas emissions from
their power sectors by 2035, making it highly
unlikely that those countries will burn coal for
electricity beyond that date.
Ministers from the G-7 countries meeting
in Berlin also announced a target to have a
"highly decarbonised road sector by 2030,"
meaning that zero emission vehicles would
dominate the sales by the end of the decade.
In a move aimed at ending the recurring
conflict between rich and poor nations during
international climate talks, the G-7 also recognised for the first time the need to provide
developing countries with additional financial
aid to cope with the loss and damage caused by
global warming. The agreements, which will be
put to leaders at the G-7 summit in Elmau,
Germany, next month, were largely welcomed
by climate campaigners.
"The 2035 target for power sector decarbonisation is a real breakthrough. In practice
this means countries need to phase out coal by
2030 at the latest," said Luca Bergamaschi, director of the Rome-based campaign group ECCO.
Coal is a heavily polluting fossil fuel that's
responsible for a fifth of global greenhouse gas
emissions caused by humans. While there are

O

ways to reduce emissions of carbon dioxide from
the burning of coal, experts say it is almost
impossible to reduce it to zero, meaning it will
likely have to be the first fossil fuel to be phased
out. G-7 members Britain, France and Italy have
already set themselves deadlines to stop burning coal for electricity in the next few years.
Germany and Canada are aiming for 2030; Japan
wants more time; while the Biden administration has set a target of ending fossil fuel use for
electricity generation in the United States by
2035. A common target would put pressure on
other major polluters to follow suit and build
on the compromise deal reached at last year's
UN climate summit, where nations committed
merely to "phase down" rather than "phase out"
coal - with no fixed date.
The issue is likely to be taken up later this
year at a meeting of the Group of 20 leading
and emerging economies, who are responsible
for 80 per cent of global emissions.
Getting all G-20 countries to sign on to the
ambitious targets set by some of the most
advanced economies will be key, as countries
such as China, India and Indonesia remain heavily reliant on coal. Under pressure to step up their
financial aid to poor nations, the G-7 ministers in Berlin said they recognised that “action
and support for vulnerable countries, populations and vulnerable groups need to be further
scaled up.”
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poor; ensuring monetary policy credibility and exchange
rate regimes; preserving financial sector stability; and structural reforms to enhance economic growth and strengthen
governance.
"We expect that these discussions will help the authorities formulate their reform
programme," the IMF said.
Sri Lanka's former finance
minister Ali Sabry has said that
badly timed tax cuts led to a
reduction in government revenue, reducing the country's
ability to borrow and releasing
existing reserves to maintain
the US dollar at a fixed rate
against the local currency - and
that those factors triggered the

foreign currency crisis.
Also the COVID-19 pandemic nearly severely reduced
tourism revenue, one of the
country's economic lifelines.
The economic crisis has caused
a reduction of imports of goods
and industrial raw material,
prompting an acute shortage of
essential items like food, medicine, cooking gas and other
fuel, toilet paper and even
matches. Sri Lankans for
months have been forced to
wait in lines lasting hours outside stores to buy fuel and
cooking gas.
Protesters have occupied
the entrance to President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa's office
for nearly 50 days, demanding

his resignation because they
blame him and his powerful,
and politically connected family for the economic crises. The
protests have nearly dismantled
the powerful Rajapaksa political dynasty after the president's
brother resigned as prime minister amid countrywide violence earlier this month, when
his supporters attacked peaceful protesters.
Two of the president's
other siblings and nephew
resigned from their Cabinet
posts.Wickremesinghe has
promised to propose constitutional changes to curtail presidential powers, strengthen
Parliament and resolve Sri
Lanka's economic difficulties.
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dent of Micronesia, one of the
nations targeted by China,
warned the others against signing on, saying it "threatens to
bring a new Cold War at best,
and a world war at worst."
"Aside from the impacts on
our sovereignty ... It increases
the chances of China getting
into conflict with Australia,
Japan, United States and New
Zealand on the day when
Beijing decides to invade
Taiwan," Panuelo warned in a
letter obtained by The
Associated Press, noting China
has not ruled out using force to
take the self-governing island,
which it claims as its own territory.
A draft of the proposal
obtained by The Associated
Press shows that China wants
to train Pacific police officers,
team up on "traditional and
non-traditional security" and
expand law enforcement cooperation.
China also wants to jointly develop a marine plan for
fisheries, and raises the possibility of a free trade area with
the Pacific nations.
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emocrats' first attempt at
responding to back-toback mass shootings in Buffalo
and Uvalde, Texas, failed in
Senate as Republicans blocked
a domestic terrorism bill that
would have opened debate on
difficult questions surrounding
hate crimes and gun safety.
Senate Majority Leader
Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., tried
to nudge Republicans into taking up a domestic terrorism bill
that had cleared House quickly last week after mass shootings at a grocery store in
Buffalo, New York, and a
church in Southern California
targeting people of color.
He said it could become
basis for negotiation. But
Thursday vote failed along
party lines, raising fresh doubts
about possibility of robust
debate, let alone eventual compromise, on gun safety measures. The final vote was 47-47,
short of 60 needed to take up
bill. All Republicans voted
against it. “We're disappointed,”

said White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre. She
said it's "shameful" that
National Rifle Association and
others have stood in the way of
advancing such measures but
encouraged Congress to press
ahead.
“The president has been
very clear that's it's time to act,"
she said. Rejection of bill, just
two days after mass shooting
at a Texas elementary school
that killed 19 children and
two teachers, brought into
sharp relief Congress' persistent
failure to pass legislation to
curb nation's epidemic of gun
violence.
It also underscored prevalence of mass shootings in the
U.S. As Congress struggled to
react to earlier shootings but
was confronted by yet another
massacre. Schumer said he will
give bipartisan negotiations in
Senate about two weeks, while
Congress is away for a break, to
try to forge a compromise bill
that could pass 50-50 Senate,
where 60 votes will be needed
to overcome a filibuster.
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Tivaouane (Senegal): Police
were on guard and nearby residents and parents stood
mourning outside a hospital in
Senegal where a fire in the
neonatal unit killed 11 newborns.
Only three infants could be
saved, President Macky Sall
said before calling on Thursday
for three days of mourning for
the young lives lost.
Mamadou Mbaye,
who witnessed the fire
Wednesday at the Abdoul Aziz
Sy Dabakh Hospital in
Tivaouane, a town 120 kilometers (75 miles) northeast of
the capital, Dakar, told The
Associated Press that conditions inside the hospital were
"atrocious."
"It was hot and smoky
inside with a suffocating heat,
and there was a power outage,"
Mbaye said.Grieving parents
were still in shock."I baptized
my child on Wednesday and he
was baptized here in the hospital.
APT

0?Q ;>=3>=

0?Q 8BC0=1D;

D

hen China signed a security pact with the
Solomon Islands in April it
raised concerns from the US
and its allies that Beijing may
be seeking a military outpost in
the South Pacific, an area of
traditional American naval
dominance.
But China upped the ante
further this week, reaching out
to the Solomon Islands and
nine other island nations with
a sweeping security proposal
that, even if only partially
realised, could give it a presence
in the Pacific much nearer
Hawaii, Australia, New Zealand
and on the doorstep of the
strategic American territory
of Guam.
China insists its proposals
are targeted at regional stability and economic growth, but
experts and governments fear
that beneath the surface, it is a
brazen attempt to expand its
influence in a strategically critical area.
David Panuelo, the presi-

W

he
World
Health
Organisation says nearly
T
200 cases of monkeypox have
been reported in more than 20
countries not usually known to
have outbreaks of the unusual
disease, but described the epidemic as "containable" and
proposed creating a stockpile to
equitably share the limited vaccines and drugs available
worldwide.
During a public briefing on
Friday, the UN health agency
said there are still many unanswered questions about how
the current epidemic arose,
but there is no evidence that
any genetic changes in the
virus are responsible for the
unprecedented epidemic.
"The first sequencing of the
virus shows that the strain is
not different from the strains
we can find in endemic countries and (this outbreak) is
probably due more to a change
in human behaviour," said Dr

Sylvie Briand, WHO's director
of pandemic and epidemic diseases. Earlier this week, a top
adviser to WHO said the outbreak in Europe, US, Israel,
Australia and beyond was likely linked to sex at two recent
raves in Spain and Belgium.
That marks a significant
departure from the disease's
typical pattern of spread in central and western Africa, where
people are mainly infected by
animals like wild rodents and
primates, and outbreaks haven't
spilled across borders.
On Friday, Spanish authorities said the number of cases
there had risen to 98, including one woman, whose infection is "directly related" to a

chain of transmission that had
been previously limited to men,
according to officials in the
region of Madrid.
Doctors in Britain, Spain,
Portugal, Canada, the US and
elsewhere have noted that the
majority of infections to date
have been in gay and bisexual
men, or men who have sex with
men.
The disease is no more
likely to affect people because
of their sexual orientation and
scientists warn the virus could
infect others if transmission
isn't curbed.
WHO's Briand said that
based on how past outbreaks of
the disease in Africa have
evolved, the current situation
appeared "containable."
Still, she said WHO expected to see more cases reported
in the future, noting "we don't
know if we are just seeing the
peak of the iceberg (or) if
there are many more cases
that are undetected in communities," she said.
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hina on Friday criticised a
speech by US Secretary of
C
State Antony Blinken that
focused on relations between
world's top two economic
powers, saying US was seeking to smear Beijing's reputation.
In his Thursday address,
Blinken said administration of
President Joe Biden wants to
lead international bloc
opposed to Russia's invasion
of Ukraine into a broader
coalition to counter what it
sees as a more serious, longterm threat to global order
from China.
Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Wang Wenbin
responded that US was "essentially spreading disinformation" and "smearing China's
domestic and foreign policy."

urkey's foreign minister
says Sweden and Finland
T
must now take "concrete steps"
to alleviate his country's security concerns to overcome
Ankara's objections to their
NATO membership bid.
Foreign Minister Mevlut
Cavusoglu said Friday that
delegations from the two
Nordic countries have returned
home with Turkey's demands
after a visit this week and
Ankara is awaiting their
answers.
The countries' membership bids require support from
all NATO countries, but Turkey
is objecting to them. It has cited
alleged support for Kurdish
militants that Turkey considers
terrorists and restrictions on
weapons sales to Turkey.
Cavusoglu said that "an
approach of we'll convince
Turkey in time anyway, we are
friends and allies' would not be
correct."
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ussian forces on Friday
pounded the last Ukrainian
strongholds in a separatistcontrolled eastern province of
Ukraine, including a city where
authorities said 1,500 people
have been killed and 60% of
residential buildings destroyed
since the start of the war.
Ukraine's foreign minister
warned that without a new
injection of foreign weapons,
Ukrainian forces would not be
able to stop Russia from seizing Sievierodonetsk and nearby Lysychansk, locations that
are crucial to Russia's goal of
capturing all of Ukraine's
industrial Donbas region.
The cities are the last areas
under Ukrainian control in
Luhansk, one of two provinces
that make up the region.
Russian forces have made slow
but persistent advances as they
bombarded and sought to
encircle both Lysychansk and
Sievierodonetsk.
"The Russians are pounding residential neighborhoods
relentlessly," regional governor Serhiy Haidai wrote in a
Telegram post Friday. "The
residents of Sievierodonetsk

R

have forgotten when was the
last time there was silence in
the city for at least half an
hour."
Russian shelling killed four
people in the city over the past
24 hours, he said.
Mayor Oleksandr Stryuk
said late Thursday that at least
1,500 people have been killed
in Sievierodonetsk since Russia
invaded Ukraine on Feb. 24.
About 12,000 to 13,000 remain
in the city - down from a prewar population of about
100,000 - and 60% of residential buildings have been
destroyed, he said.
Stryuk said a Russian
reconnaissance and sabotage
group entered a city hotel, and

that the main road between
neighboring Lysychansk and
the city of Bakhmut to the
southwest remains open, but
travel is dangerous. He said
only 12 people were able to be
evacuated Thursday.
In Donetsk, the Donbas
region's other province, Russiabacked rebels claimed Friday to
have taken control of Lyman, a
large railway hub north of two
more key cities that remained
under Ukrainian control.
There was no immediate
confirmation from Ukrainian
officials.
With Ukraine's hopes of
stopping the Russian advance
fading, Ukrainian Foreign
Minister Dmytro Kuleba plead-

ed with Western nations to provide his country with more
weapons so its defenders were
equipped to "push (the Russian
forces) back." "We need heavy
weapons. The only position
where Russia is better than us,
it's the amount of heavy
weapons they have. Without
artillery, without multiple
launch rocket systems we won't
be able to push them back,"
Kuleba said in a video posted
on Twitter Thursday night.
He said the situation in the
east was "even worse than people say. ... If you really care for
Ukraine, weapons, weapons
and weapons again."
In his nightly address to the
nation, Ukrainian President

Volodymyr Zelenskyy had
some harsh words for the
European Union, which has
not agreed on a sixth round of
sanctions that includes an
embargo on Russian oil.
"Of course, I am grateful to
our friends who are promoting
new sanctions," the Ukrainian
leader said. "But where did
those who block the sixth package get so much power? Why
are they still allowed to have so
much power, including in
intra-European procedures?
Zelenskyy also spoke
bluntly about what's at stake in
the battle for eastern Ukraine.
"Pressure on Russia is literally a matter of saving lives,"
he said. "And every day of
delay, weakness, various disputes or proposals to appease'
the aggressor at the expense of
the victim is new killed
Ukrainians. And new threats to
everyone on our continent."
Moscow pressed the West
on Thursday to lift sanctions
already imposed over the war,
seeking to shift the blame for a
growing global food crisis that
has been worsened by Kyiv's
inability to ship millions of tons
of grain and other agricultural products while under attack.
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oscow has pressed the
West to lift sanctions
M
against Russia over the war in
Ukraine, seeking to shift the
blame for a growing food crisis that has been worsened by
Kyiv's inability to ship millions
of tons of grain and other agricultural products due to the
conflict.
Britain immediately
accused Russia of "trying to
hold the world to ransom,"
insisting there would be no
sanctions relief, and a top U.S.
Diplomat blasted the "sheer
barbarity, sadistic cruelty and
lawlessness" of the invasion.
Russian
President
Vladimir Putin told Italian
Prime Minister Mario Draghi
that Moscow "is ready to make
a significant contribution to
overcoming the food crisis
through the export of grain
and fertilizer on the condition
that politically motivated
restrictions imposed by the
West are lifted," according to a
Kremlin readout of the call.
Ukraine is one of the

world's largest exporters of
wheat, corn and sunflower oil,
but the war and a Russian
blockade of its ports has halted much of that flow, endangering world food supplies.
Many of those ports are now
also heavily mined.
Russia also is a significant
grain exporter, and Kremlin
spokesman Dmitri Peskov said
the West "must cancel the
unlawful decisions that hamper chartering ships and
exporting grain." His comments appeared to be an effort
to lump the blockade of
Ukrainian exports with what
Russia says are its difficulties
in moving its own goods.
Western officials have dismissed those claims. U.S.
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken noted last week that
food, fertilizer and seeds are
exempt from sanctions
imposed by the U.S. And many
others - and that Washington
is working to ensure countries
know the flow of those goods
should not be affected.
With the war grinding into
its fourth month, world lead-

ers have ramped up calls for
solutions. World Trade
Organization Director-General
Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala said
about 25 million tons of
Ukrainian grain is in storage
and another 25 million tons
could be har vested next
month.
European countries have
tried to ease the crisis by moving grain out of the country by
rail - but trains can carry only
a small fraction of what
Ukraine produces, and ships
are needed for the bulk of the
exports.
At the same time, the
Russian Defense Ministry proposed corridors to allow foreign ships to leave ports along
the Black Sea, as well as
Mariupol on the Sea of Azov.
Mikhail Mizintsev, who
heads Russia's National
Defense Control Center, said
70 foreign vessels from 16
countries are in six ports on the
Black Sea, including Odesa,
Kherson and Mykolaiv.
He did not specify how
many might be ready to carry
food.
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latan Ibrahimovic intends to
continue playing despite the
Z
end of his contract with AC Milan
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urgen Klopp's Liverpool are
seeking to cap a remarkable season by avenging their 2018 defeat
against Real Madrid when the
sides meet again in the Champions
League final in Paris on Saturday, but
the Spanish giants have their sights
on a 14th European Cup triumph.
It is Liverpool's third Champions
League final in five seasons, after they
followed their 3-1 loss to Real in Kyiv
by beating Tottenham Hotspur in
Madrid a year later, and they are
widely seen as slight favourites at the
Stade de France to become kings of
Europe for a seventh time.
That would put them level with
AC Milan, with only Saturday's
opponents having won the trophy
more often, and it would allow the
Anfield club to finish the campaign
with a treble after they lifted the
English League Cup and FA Cup.
For a long time an unprecedented quadruple was on, but Klopp's side
fell just short in the Premier League,
finishing a point behind Manchester
City. "Without the Champions League
it would be a great season. With the
Champions League it would be a fan-
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tastic season," said Klopp.
It has already been a memorable
few years for Klopp's side following
their loss in Kyiv, when Mohamed
Salah was forced off injured in the
first half, Lorius Karius endured a
nightmare in goal, and Gareth Bale's
brilliance won the trophy for Real.
"I think it is revenge time," Salah,
scorer of 31 goals this season, admitted recently. Liverpool appear well
placed given how much they have
strengthened since 2018, chiefly in
goal with the arrival of Alisson,
while Thiago Alcantara has been a
standout in midfield.
ANCELOTTI TARGETS NUMBER
FOUR

The problem is that you could be
forgiven for thinking that Real's
name is on the cup, as it has literal-

ly been so many times before.
While Liverpool saw off Inter
Milan, Benfica and Villarreal in the
knockout rounds, it is easy to forget
now that Carlo Ancelotti's Real side
lost at home to Sheriff Tiraspol in the
group stage, such has been their extraordinary run since.
They were 2-0 down on aggregate to Paris Saint-Germain in the last
16 before a Karim Benzema hat-trick
in 17 second-half minutes in the second leg took them through.
Against Chelsea in the quarterfinals they scored late at home in the
return leg to force extra time before
Benzema got their winner.
The best was saved for the semifinal against Manchester City when
they went into the 90th minute of the
second leg needing two goals just to
force extra time. They duly got them,

and Benzema then struck the winner.
The 34-year-old Frenchman now
leads Madrid into the final in his
home country after a campaign in
which he has scored 44 goals, with 15
in Europe and 27 on their run to the
Spanish title.
Benzema will surely be nailed on
to win the Ballon d'Or if his club triumphs in Paris, where victory would
also help Real supporters get over
Kylian Mbappe's decision to snub
them. Madrid are chasing their fifth
Champions League in nine seasons,
a run that began when they beat
Atletico Madrid in Lisbon in 2014.
Benzema was in that team, as was
Luka Modric, while Ancelotti was the
coach in his first spell in charge.
The veteran Italian can now
become the first coach to win the
Champions League four times, hav-

and a lengthy layoff in store following knee surgery, club director
Paolo Maldini said on Friday.
"From what I understand, his
intention is to continue," Maldini
told Gazzetta dello Sport, two days
after the striker, who turns 41 in
October, underwent surgery that is
expected to sideline him for eight
months.
"We have made an appointment in a fortnight. I don't see any
problem in reaching an agreement. He is certainly not at ease
playing so little. We will see what
happens in the next two weeks,"
Maldini said.
Ibrahimovic, who returned to
AC Milan in January 2020 eight
years after leaving and has just
helped the club win their first Serie
A title since 2011, has had the anterior cruciate ligament in his left

knee reconstructed. The former
Inter Milan, Paris Saint-Germain
and Manchester United forward
said this week he endured six
months of sleepless nights due to
the pain in his knee because he was
determined to fulfil his promise to
AC Milan of delivering their first
Serie A crown in 11 years.
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ing also triumphed with AC Milan in
2003 and 2007.
The latter victory came against
Liverpool and was revenge for the
0?Q ?0A8B
Anfield club's win over Ancelotti's
Milan in Istanbul in 2005.
iverpool's preparations for the
"Playing a final with them is
Champions League final were
something special. They have won six
boosted by the news that midfieldChampions Leagues, and if they
ers Thiago Alcantara and Fabinho
reach seven they
will be fit to
would go level with 3XQ]`Y_^c<UQWeU 6Y^Q\ face
Real
Milan, so I have
Madrid after
extra motivation to <YfUVb_]!"*# Q]9CD injury scares.
win this final,"
Thiago was
D@?JE6?#?6EH@C<
smiled Ancelotti,
brought off at
who had a spell as boss of Liverpool's
half-time of Liverpool's 3-1 win
local rivals Everton before returning
over Wolves last weekend nursing
to Madrid. This will be the third final
an Achilles problem.
between the clubs, who also met in
Fabinho has not featured since
Paris in 1981 — then the English side
sustaining a muscular injury in a
were victorious thanks to Alan
2-1 win at Aston Villa on May 10.
Kennedy's goal at the Parc des
However, the Brazilian took a

L

full part in an open training session in front of the media on
Wednesday.
"Thiago Alcantara and
Fabinho will be included in
Liverpool's travelling squad for the
Champions League final against
Real Madrid," Liverpool said in a
statement.
"The pair will be among the
players journeying to Paris for
Saturday's clash at Stade de France
following injury concerns and are
set to come into contention to
return." Both players have been
pivotal to Liverpool's stunning
season that has already seen them
lift two trophies in the League Cup
and FA Cup.
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aving risen like a proverbial
phoenix from the ashes, a
H
rejuvenated Indian men's hockey team would like to put up a
much-improved performance
when it takes on Japan in its first
'Super 4' match of the Asia Cup
here on Saturday.
Despite facing a below-par
Indonesia in its final group
league game, the young side
coached by Sardar Singh must
be lauded for being able to score
a whopping 16 goals in just an
hour.
It was one more than what
India required to put a final nail
in Pakistan's coffin as far as harbouring World Cup qualification hopes were concerned.
Both India and Pakistan
finished on four points each in
Pool A behind Japan but the
defending champions qualified
for the next round due to better goal difference (+1).
But it was not a smooth sailing for India in the first two
matches.
Having already qualified
for next year's World Cup by
virtue of being the hosts, India
fielded an inexperienced team
with as many as 12 debutants for
the tournament to gain muchneeded experience.
The young boys did not
have the best of starts drawing
1-1 with Pakistan before losing
2-5 to Japan, which pushed
them on the brink of elimination.
But the Indians were in no

DE2CDA@CEDD6=64E#

mood to bow out without a fight
even as they stood at the point
of no return. They staged a dramatic turnaround to keep alive
their hopes of title defence.
They were also aided by
Japan, who beat Pakistan 3-2 in
their final match.
Their first goal achieved, the
Indians would like to start
afresh in the Super 4 stage,
where Japan, South Korea and
Malaysia are the other three
teams. All the teams will play
each other with the top two progressing to the final. Revenge

would be high on India's agenda having lost to the Japanese in
the pool stages.
But it would be easier said
than done as the nimble-footed Japanese rely mostly on
counter attacks to surprise their
opponents, a ploy they used to
perfection against India in their
last outing.
One of the perennial areas
of concern for India is poor percentage of penalty corner conversions as this team doesn't
have a designated drag-flicker
like Rupinderpal Singh or Amit
Rohidas. In fact, even against
minnows Indonesia, India failed
to convert even half of the 20
plus short corners that they
earned.
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ndian women's hockey team captain
Savita is confident of a good show at the
IAsian
Games as the postponement of the
continental event in Hangzhou provides the
side with more training time and improve
just like it did when Tokyo Olympics was
deferred by a year. "We will once again deal
with this postponement as an opportunity to train and be better prepared for the
Asian Games," Savita said on the Hockey
India podcast 'Hockey Te Charcha'.
"The one-year postponement for the
Olympics gave us significant time to

improve and personally for me, I got to
work closely with Janneke (Schopman), who
has had a great impact on my improvement
as a goalkeeper," she added.
One of the most successful goalkeepers in recent times, Savita will lead the
Indian team in the FIH Pro League matches in Europe ahead of the FIH Women's
World Cup which begins in July
"Having finished fourth in Tokyo,
everyone took notice of us. Earlier, there
were expectations from the men's team only.
But now, people expect the women also to
finish in top three in any tournament we
play and that is good for the sport,"

"No one expected we will go beyond the
quarterfinals in the Olympic Games. Many
of our supporters thought we would reach
upto the quarterfinals at the outset, but I
don't think anyone believed we could win
the quarter finals.
"This zeal to win and not to give up till
the last second of the match was inculcated by our coaching staff. We had to, and we
knew we would change the script of
Tokyo," added the experienced goalkeeper. Speaking about the team's preparations
here in SAI, Bengaluru, for the Pro League
and World Cup Savita said the side is hoping for a top four finish.
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pbeat with the return of talismanic striker Sunil
U
Chhetri in their ranks, India still
have a tough task at hand when
they face higher-ranked Jordan
in an international football
friendly match here on
Saturday.
The 37-year-old Chhetri
last played for India during
their 3-0 win over Nepal in the

SAFF Championships final in
October 2021, but since then
was side-lined due to injuries.
The match is India's last
preparatory outing ahead of the
2023 AFC Asian Cup Qualifiers
which kicks off in Kolkata from
June 8.
Jordan is placed at 91st as
against 106th of India in the
FIFA rankings.
"Another game against a
stronger team will always help,"

head coach Igor Stimac said
about which team which
reached here on Wednesday.
"It's our last friendly game
prior to qualifiers, and we need
to get final answers on certain
questions. Some of our youngsters will have a great opportunity to gain more experience at
international level," he added.
The squad has been in a
preparatory camp for over a
month, first in Bellary in
Karnataka and then in Kolkata,
and the coach said that the fitness levels of his players "are
quite good".
"We have another 10 days
(before the Asian Cup qualifiers), and it should be perfect.
The boys have done a great job,
and they need to be rewarded
with some good results in the
Qualifiers," Stimac said.
About Jordan as an opposition team, the coach said:
"Jordan are ranked better than
Belarus (FIFA Ranking 93) but
are not as physical as Belarus.
So for us, it should be a bit easier in regards to the build-up
and ball possession."
The 'Blue Tigers' had played
against Belarus in the FIFA
International window in March,
a match where they went down
0-3.
The Indian squad has been
bolstered by the joining of the
ATK Mohun Bagan players,
who missed the preparatory
camp owing to their club commitments in the AFC Cup.
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ovak Djokovic and Rafael Nadal
closed in Friday on a blockbuster
N
clash at the French Open as both
reached the last 16, while Carlos
Alcaraz prepared to face the only man
to beat him on clay this year.
Reigning champion Djokovic
and 13-time winner Nadal are on
course to meet in the quarter-finals,
with the Spaniard seeded outside the
top four at Roland Garros for just the
second time.
World number one Djokovic
strolled to a 6-3, 6-3, 6-2 win over
Slovenia's Aljaz Bedene and Nadal
eased past Dutch 26th seed Botic van
de Zandschulp 6-3, 6-2, 6-4.
"I'm always very motivated when
I get on the court, with the desire to
produce my best level each time. It's
not always possible to do it, but today
it was very good," said Djokovic.
The 35-year-old Serb is aiming to
become the oldest men's singles
champion in Paris in the Open era as
he chases a record-equalling 21st
Grand Slam title.

Next up for Djokovic, who was
also French Open champion in 2016,
is a match-up with Argentina's Diego
Schwartzman, the 15th seed.
Nadal, the 21-time major champion, improved his record at Roland
Garros to 108-3 after seeing off 2021
US Open quarter-finalist Van de
Zandschulp.
He has now reached at least the
fourth round in 17 of 18 visits to
Roland Garros, with the exception of
2016 when he withdrew in the third
round with a wrist injury.
"I think I played a good match
against a good player. I'm very happy
to win," said Nadal.
The Spaniard had a break point
for 5-0 in the third set, but Van de
Zandschulp refused to roll over, winning four of the next five games
before Nadal put away his second
match point, having saved a break
point in between the two.
"You always feel a little bit the
nerves to finish the match, so I'm
happy to be through in straight sets,"
said Nadal, who plays Canadian
ninth seed Felix Auger-Aliassime
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for a place in the last eight.
"I think it was my best match of
the tournament so far for two-anda-half sets, so I'm very happy with
that."
Amanda Anisimova, the 27th
seed and a 2019 semi-finalist,
advanced to the last 16 as injuryplagued Karolina Muchova retired
down 6-7 (7/9), 6-2, 3-0 after falling
and twisting her ankle midway
through the second set.
Last year's US Open runner-up
Leylah Fernandez beat Olympic
champion Belinda Bencic 7-5, 3-6, 75, while Aliaksandra Sasnovich
defeated three-time Grand Slam winner Angelique Kerber 6-4, 7-6 (7/5).
Coco Gauff, the youngest player left in the French Open, made the
last 16 with a straight-sets win over
Kaia Kanepi, the oldest woman in the
tournament at 36.
After saving a match point in a
thrilling five-setter against countryman Albert Ramos-Vinolas, Spanish
teenage star Alcaraz goes up against
Sebastian Korda, the US 27th seed
who won their meeting in Monte

Carlo last month.
"I believe in myself, and of course
I work hard every day," said the 19year-old Alcaraz.
"You have to have a good goal,
good dreams. Of course trying to follow your dream. Work hard every
day. I think that's the secret.
"I'm still young, but I would say
pretty experienced player now. I feel
comfortable playing on the big stadium, big matches, playing in a Grand
Slam. As I said, physically I'm strong.
Mentally I'm strong, as well."
Alexander Zverev, the third seed
and 2021 semi-finalist, was also staring at defeat in the second round
against Sebastian Baez, saving a
match point on serve at 4-5 in the
final set after fighting back from two
sets down.
The German Olympic champion
meets Brandon Nakashima of the US
who is enjoying his best Grand Slam
run on his Roland Garros main-draw
debut. It is the first time since
Wimbledon in 2011 that all top 12
men's seeds have reached the third
round at a major.
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After a below-par batting effort,
their bowlers ran out of ideas against a
marauding Buttler. Mohammad Siraj
ended a forgettable IPL campaign on a
dismal note. He leaked 31 runs in his first
two overs, allowing the Royals to run
away with game.
Buttler crossed the 800-run mark this
season and dispatched bowlers to all corners in his match-winning effort comprising sixes and fours. Jaiswal, who smashed
Siraj for two sixes and a four in the opening over, too played his part as the Royals
raced to 67 for one in the powerplay.
Earlier, Patidar extended his stellar
run in the IPL but his effort was the lone
bright spot of the RCB innings as the
other batters struggled on a tricky pitch.
Royals gained the upper hand by taking five wickets in the last five overs that
went for only 34 runs.
After smashing a sensational hundred in the Eliminator, Patidar played
with supreme confidence after high-profile openers Virat Kohli (7) and Faf fu
Plessis (25) failed to come up with
impactful knocks. Rajasthan Royals pace
duo of Trent Boult (1/28) and Krishna
were impressive throughout the innings.
While Boult got his inswingers going
in the powerplay, Krishna, who had a
horror night against Gujarat Titans in the
Qualifier 1, got the ball to rise sharply
from good length.
Kohli started with a spectacular six
off Boult, a whip over deep square leg,
before falling to a loose shot off Krishna.
It was a wide ball that rose sharply and
Kohli played away from his body to edge
it to the wicketkeeper. The extra bounce
contributed to his dismissal.

os Buttler extended his dream run this
season with a record-equalling fourth
hundred as Rajasthan Royals produced a ruthless performance to beat
Royal Challengers Bangalore by seven
wickets here on Friday and reach their
first IPL final since the inaugural edition
in 2008.
Pacer Prasidh Krishna (3/22) came
back strongly from the hammering he
received in the last game to help
Rajasthan restrict RCB to 157 for eight
in Qualifier 2 despite a stellar 42-ball 58
from Rajat Patidar.
Buttler (106 not out off 60 balls), the
leading run getter of the tournament by
a fair distance, then toyed with the RCB
attack to ensure the Royals romped to victory in 18.1 overs. It was only fitting that
Buttler hit the winning runs as he clobbered Harshal Patel for his sixth maximum. With his special innings, Buttler
matched Virat Kohli for most hundreds
in a single season. Kohli had achieved that
feat in 2016.
Royals take on IPL debutants Gujarat
Titans in the final here on Sunday and
would be looking to emulate the special
feat of the 2008 batch which lifted the title
under the inspirational leadership of the
late Shane Warne 14 seasons ago.
The pitch offered extra bounce but
after Buttler provided a flying start in the
company of Yashasvi Jaiswal (21 off 13
balls), the Royals had the game in the bag.
RCB, who had raised hopes for a long
awaited title with a resurgent run, committed too many errors after Royals put
them in to bat.
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ahendra Singh Dhoni's
World Cup winning six
M
resides in India's collective
consciousness and it was a
shot that changed a lot of lives,
including that of little-known
Solapur athlete Kiran Navgire.
And so, athletics' loss
became cricket's gain as the former Maharashtra state level
athlete decided that there is no
fun if she can't tonk the ball like
her "idol". Eleven years later, at
28, Navgire, who plays domestic cricket for Nagaland, has
found instant stardom, with

some of the most powerful
blows that one has ever seen
from an Indian batter.
In her very second big
stage game in the Women's T20
Challenger, the right-handed
Navgire hit the fastest fifty for
her team Velocity and her 34ball-69 will certainly be
remembered for a long time,
especially the five sixes.
"I really feel good when I
hit sixes and whenever I practise in the nets. I practice hitting sixes, I follow Dhoni sir
and I love finishing like him,
hitting big sixes," Navgire told
her teammate Yastika Bhatia

during an interaction for
bcci.Tv.
For her, Dhoni's unbeaten
91 against Sri Lanka made her
set new goals as she concentrated more on athletics, kho-kho,
kabaddi during her formative
years while helping out her
father in family farm in Solapur
district's Mire village.
"I watched the 2011 World
Cup final and Dhoni sir's winning sixer is something that
impressed me and remained
imprinted in my head. That six
inspired me and I always feel
that in every match, I can hit a
six like that,' said the stockily
built Navgire, who was a state
level shot-putter.
On Thursday, Velocity
skipper Deepti Sharma sent her
up the order at No. 3 and
Navgire didn't disappoint anyone, taking international
bowlers like Poonam Yadav,
Salma Khatun and Rajeshwari
Gayakwad to the cleaners.
"I dont like playing dot
balls and want to score something off every ball and hence
I got a good score," her answers
were as uncomplicated as her
lofted hits. "In domestic cricket, I hadn't batted up the order
but I had a good season there
and had some good scores. My
game revolves around my
power hitting ability and if it's
in my arc, I send it out of the
park and if there are good balls,
I like to rotate strikes playing
singles and doubles," Navgire
said.
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eteran India wicketkeeper
Dinesh Karthik reckons
V
Babar Azam will soon become
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f Rishabh Pant wants to get
his name etched in record
Ibooks
forever, he should strive
to play 100 Test matches for the
country, one of India's greatest
long format match-winners
Virender Sehwag said on
Friday.
Sehwag, the country's only
cricketer to have struck two
triple hundreds in Test cricket,
is among the 11 Indians to have
played 100 plus Tests and
scored over 8500 runs.
Pant, who has an enviable
record being the only Indian
keeper to have scored Test
hundreds in Australia, England
and South Africa, has played 30
Tests and scored 1920 runs so
far at an average of 40.85.

"If he (Pant) goes on to play
100+ Tests, his name would be
etched in the history books forever. Only 11 Indian cricketers
have achieved this feat, and
everyone can recall those 11
names," Sehwag said on
'Sports18' while making it clear
that white-ball exploits are not
for posterity.
The instant gratification of
matches won in T20Is and
ODIs are fine but in the long
run, people only remember
what you have done in a white
jersey, said the 'Nawab of
Najafgarh'. "Why does Virat
Kohli emphasise so much on
playing Tests? He knows that if
he plays 100-150 or even 200
Tests, he will be immortalised
in the record books," Sehwag
said.

the top-ranked batter across formats, adding that Pakistan skipper is reaping the benefits of the
subtle changes made in his batting technique.
The 27-year-old, who has
been a consistent campaigner
across all three formats, currently holds the top spot among
batters in T20Is as well as ODIs
and Karthik is confident Babar
can become the first player in
the history of the sport to be
ranked No.1 across all three formats.
"One-hundred per cent (he
is capable of achieving the No.1
ranking in all three formats). He
(Babar) is a high-quality player who is at the peak of his batting prowess and he has got
some Test matches coming up,"
Karthik said on The ICC
Review.
"He has been phenomenal
in all three formats of the game
and he has done well in different batting positions too. I
think he has the potential. He
has got all the following of
Pakistan helping him in abun-

dance to go on and do special
things for his country," he
added.
The seasoned wicketkeeper-batter feels Babar has
tweaked his batting technique

recently which has helped the
right-hander become a better
player and his timing of the ball
is now on par with all modernday batters.
"The two things that struck

me when I watched him bat is
his balance and his striking
point when he plays a ball.
"Whether it is on the front
foot or the back foot, his ability to strike the ball more often
than not under his eyes, has
been phenomenal.
"He strikes the ball at the
point where it is optimum
power for where the ball is
pitched and that makes him a
very special player."
In the longest format of the
game, Babar is ranked fifth in
the world, behind Australia's
Marnus Labuschagne and the
'Big Four' of India's Virat Kohli,
England's Joe Root, Australia's
Steve Smith and New Zealand's
Kane Williamson.
"It is a very strong 'Fab Four'
that we are talking about and
they have obviously been there
for much longer, but there is no
doubt that Babar has all the credentials and he is going to
make it a 'Fab Five'."
"There is no doubt he is
there or thereabout ... He is a
very special player."
Karthik believes Babar will
continue to develop further as
he learns how to adapt to different conditions that players face
when playing away from home.
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he bilateral contests between
international teams may get
T
"squeezed" if the window for
T20 leagues like the IPL keep
getting longer, ICC Chairman
Greg Barclay said on Friday.
With the addition of two
teams this season, the IPL has
been expanded to 74 games over
a two month window compared
to 60 matches last season.
Asked how one strikes a
balance between the IPL and the
international calendar, Barclay
said, "It is a good question.
There will be an increase in both
the scoping scale of some of the
domestic leagues like the IPL
and possibly some of the others
and there will be new leagues.
"But they are the sovereign
domain of the members, the
domestic competitions, they
can run as they choose to. But

more events, and longer time
periods through those events
mean there is going to be
squeeze, we know there are
only 365 days a year...
"So if there are more
domestic leagues, that are
attracted to the players, so
something has to go and I
don't think ICC events, which
are there every year, and those
events have got more teams, so
they are going to take longer,
so the bit that gets squeezed are
the bilateral arrangements,"
Barclay said .
The ICC Chairman however praised the IPL saying he
loved the cash rich league.
"First thing I would say
after two years of not being
able to travel, it is great to be
back in India. And great to
have my first trip back with the
IPL - the semis and the final
coming up.
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rendon McCullum is relishing the prospect of
working alongside a "really strong leader" in
new captain Ben Stokes as they prepare to
launch a new era for the England Test team.
McCullum himself has only been recently
appointed to the role of England Test coach, with
the team on a woeful run of one win in 17 matches ahead of their series opener against his native
New Zealand starting at Lord's next week.
Former Black Caps skipper McCullum is
known for a bold approach that helped kickstart
a revival in the fortunes of New Zealand, the reign-
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ing world Test champions, and his outlook is
expected to dovetail with the attacking instincts
of dynamic all-rounder Stokes.
The England job is McCullum's first as a redball coach, a point he acknowledged to reporters.
"I certainly don't coach technically," he told
Sky Sports. "I understand the technique obviously but for me it's more around tactics and manmanagement and trying to provide the right environment for the team to try and go out there and
be the best versions of themselves."
The 40-year-old added: "I think with Stokesy
as captain we've got a really strong leader, a 'follow me' type of captain and so I think my job will
be to try and ensure that we're consistent with a
lot of our messaging.
"I'll look after the guys inside the environment
as well and try and allow them to really grow at
a speed which they might not have got to previously, so it's a big challenge."
McCullum said an improved England side
would benefit Test cricket as a whole.
"I think for me red-ball cricket has always been
the pinnacle of the sport," he said.
"If you look at where the game sits currently, it's probably on a bit of a downward trend and
to me the nation that can really change that is
England — because of the tradition of Test cricket here in England and I guess the fan following
and the support that it gets in this country.
"For us to be competitive in Test cricket, I
think will go a long way in trying to be able to
hopefully just shift that a little bit in terms of the
perception of red-ball cricket."
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ndrew Symonds was
remembered as a supremely talented cricketer with "a pure
heart" at a memorial service on
Friday for the Australian former
all-rounder who died aged 46.
Symonds was killed in a
single-vehicle accident in
northern Queensland earlier
this month, leaving Australian
cricket reeling once more following the recent and unexpected deaths of greats Shane
Warne and Rod Marsh.
Family, friends, fans and
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former teammates gathered to
celebrate his life at a public
memorial service at a stadium
in the coastal city of Townsville,
where he lived.
Former cricketers Ricky
Ponting, Allan Border, Adam
Gilchrist, Darren Lehmann and
Ian Healy turned out for the
man affectionately known as
'Roy'.
It followed a private funeral where a cricket bat, fishing
rod, crab pot and a number of
hats were placed alongside the
timber coffin, local media
reported.
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sitha Fernando finished
with a career-best 6-51 as Sri
A
Lanka
thrashed
hosts
Bangladesh by 10 wickets in the
second Test on Friday to win the
series 1-0.
The visitors bowled out
Bangladesh for 169 runs in
their second innings with the 24year-old playing a starring role
at Dhaka's Sher-e-Bangla
National Cricket Stadium.
"We knew we needed a
couple of wickets to go our way,"
said Sri Lanka skipper Dimuth
Karunaratne. "The fast bowlers

did the job for us, both in the
first innings as well as the second."
Sri Lanka made 506 runs in
the first innings after bowling
out Bangladesh for 365.
Oshada Fernando sealed
the devastating win with an
unbeaten 21 in three overs.
Play had resumed on the
fifth and final day with the
hosts at a precarious 34-4 and Sri
Lanka upped the pressure when
Kasun Rajitha bowled
Mushfiqur Rahim for 23 in the
eighth over.
Shakib Al Hasan and Liton
Das both hit fifties in a 110-run

stand and held on through the
first session with a mix of caution and aggression, before
Asitha drove the hosts' collapse
after lunch.
He took the scalps of both
Liton and Shakib soon after the
break, claiming four of the last
five wickets after dispatching
openers Mahmudul Hasan Joy
and Tamim Iqbal the previous
day. Ramesh Mendis trapped
Mosaddek Hossain for nine
before Asitha wrapped up the
Bangladesh innings with the
wickets of Taijul Islam and
Khaled Ahmed in successive
deliveries.

