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Now, Tripura surprise:
New CM hefore polls

State BJP prez
Manik replaces
Biplab Deb as
Chief Minister

DEEPAK K UPRETI B NEW DELHI

About a year ahead of the
Assembly polls in Tripura,
the BJP on Saturday elected its
State president Dr Manik Saha,
a dentist, as the new Chief
Minister in place of Biplab
Kumar Deb, who, in a surprise
move, was asked to put in his
papers by the party’s central
leadership.

Increasing factional fight-
ing in the State BJP and dissent
against Deb were among the
major reasons for his ouster.
Deb had met Union Home
Minister Amit Shah and BJP
president JP Nadda here on
Thursday. Elections to the 60-
member Tripura Assembly will
be held early next year.

Saha was elected as the BJP
legislature party leader in the
presence of central observers
Bhupender Yadav and Vinod
Tawde. But it wasn't a smooth
affair. As Deb proposed the 69-
year-old Saha’s name in the
meeting, Minister Ram Prasad
Paul protested, which led to a

BJP leader Manik Saha meets Tripura Governor Satyadev Narayan Arya to stake claim to form the government, at Raj Bhavan
in Agartala. Former Tripura Chief Minister Biplab Kumar Deb is also seen

PTI

Sources said Paul, who
wanted Deputy Chief Minister
Jishnu Dev Varma, a member
of the erstwhile Tripura royal
family, as Deb’s successor also
broke a few chairs before the
situation was calmed.

Saha later met the
Governor at Raj Bhavan and
submitted the claim to form the
Government with a letter of

tors. Saha promised to contin-
ue working for the State as well
as the BJP.

“Our chemistry (of Saha
and Deb) is strong. Earlier
also, I worked for the party and
will continue to do it Saha
said. The decision was taken
hours after Deb, who was the
CM for four years, tendered
his resignation to Governor S

wants him to “work to
strengthen the organisation”
and that there is a “need to
bring the party to power
again’.

“I did my best,” said the
outgoing Chief Minister and
stressed that he would work
for the party” and that “Biplab
Deb can fit in anywhere”.

Deb could again be made
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19 st1ll missing, death toll in
Mundka inferno set to rise

Charred remains
recovered on Sat,
Kejriwal orders
magisterial probe

SHEKHAR SINGH B NEW DELHI

Nineteen people are still
said to be missing, a day

after a massive blaze snuffed
out 27 lives at a commercial
building in West Delhi’s
Mundka area. Of the 27 bod-
ies, the authorities have man-
aged to identify only eight
people. A top fire official said
that the death toll may rise as
charred remains were recov-
ered from the second floor of
the building on Saturday morn-
ing. It is suspected that the
death count may climb beyond
27.

The administration is also
clueless about the whereabouts
of those missing since the inci-
dent. According to police, of
the 21 women and six men
missing, eight of them have
been identified.

During the search by the
fire department on Saturday
morning, some charred
remains were also found.

“We have found charred
remains and it is difficult to
ascertain whether they are of
one person or more. Initial
investigation suggests an explo-

Security personnel and civil defence officials at the site, as NDRF personnel carry out rescue and relief Work after a massive

fire at an office building near the Mundka Metro Station, in West Delhi on Saturday

Ranjan Dimri | Pioneer

have triggered the fire,” said
Atul Garg, the Chief Fire
Officer, Delhi Fire Service
(DEFS).

The fire was so intense that
out of 27 people killed in infer-
no only eight have been iden-
tified by police. The deceased
have been identified as Tania
Bhushan, Mohini Pal, Yashoda
Devi, Ranju Devi, Vishal,
Drishti, Kailash Jyani and Amit
Jyani. The identity of the rest 19
bodies is yet to be discovered.

The father and son duo--
Kailash Jyani and Amit Jyani-

ny for a motivational lecture on
the second floor.

Police said that they have
initiated the DNA process for
those dead bodies which can-
not be presently identified.

According to a list
released by the district mag-
istrate of West Delhi, the
injured have been identified as
Satish (38), Pradeep (36), Ashu
(22), Harjeet (23), Nitin (24),
Avinash (29), Sandhya (22),
Dhanvanti (21), Bimla (43),
Ayesha (24) and Mamta (52).

Following the incident,

Kejriwal ordered a magisteri-
al enquiry into the matter.

“It is a very unfortunate
incident and a magisterial
enquiry has been ordered. We
will not spare anyone, who-
ever is responsible for the
incident. Two brothers have
been arrested so far, said
Kejriwal.

The Chief Minister also
announced to provide an ex-
gratia relief of Rs 10 lakh each
to the kin of the deceased
while the injured will be given
Rs 50,000 per person by the

scuffle among the MLAs. support from the party legisla- N Arya, saying that the party  State BJP chief. sion in an air-conditioner may - had come here at the compa- Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Delhi Government.
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SHEIKH MOHAMMED BIN
ZAYED IS UAE PRESIDENT

Dubai: Rulers in the United Arab
Emirates announced Saturday
that they unanimously
appointed Sheikh Mohammed
bin Zayed Al Nahyan as the
president of this hereditarily
ruled nation on the Arabian
Peninsula.

MARATHI ACTRESS HELD
FOR FACEBOOK POST
Mumbai: The Navi Mumbai
Police on Saturday arrested
Marathi actress Ketaki Chitale
for sharing a “derogative”
Facebook post against
Nationalist Congress Party
(NGP) chief Sharad Pawar.

PFl, SDPI ARE TERRORIST
OUTFITS, SAYS KERALA HC
KOCHI: A judge of the Kerala
High Court said in his verdict
that the SDPI and the PFl are
terrorist organisations and it is a
widely known fact. Justice K
Haripal termed these bodies as
terrorist outfits while dismissing
a petition filed by Arshika,
widow of RSS activist Sanjith
who was murdered by SDPI/PFI
extremists, to transfer of the
probe from the State Police.

inflation soarmg to 7.79% in April

PNS B NEW DELHI

India, the world’s second
largest producer of wheat
after China, has banned wheat
exports with immediate effect
saying it is part of its steps to
control the price surge at home,
manage the overall food secu-
rity of the country and support
the needs of the neighbouring
and other vulnerable coun-
tries. The decision is contrary
to Indias big export plans,
especially against the back-
drop of an affected global sup-
ply chain due to the Russia-
Ukraine conflict. Further, the
Government is under pressure
to rein in inflation that surged
to 7.79 per cent in April.

Incidentally, the decision
also comes just a day after the
Government even announced
to send trade delegations to
nine countries “for exploring
possibilities of boosting wheat
exports from India”

“The export policy of
wheat is prohibited with imme-

Trucks loaded with sacks of wheat stand at a wholesale grain market in Amritsar on

Saturday

PTI

diate effect,” the Directorate
General of Foreign Trade
(DGFT) said in a notification
on Friday. However, the export
shipments for which irrevo-
cable letters of credit (LoC)
have been issued on or before
the date of this notification
will be allowed, the DGFT

stated.

It also clarified that wheat
exports will be allowed on the
basis of permission granted by
the Government of India to
other countries to meet their
food security needs and based
on the request of their
Governments.

G7 slams India’s
no export call;
India says will
fulfil promises

New Delhi: Agriculture
Ministers from the Group of
Seven industrialised nations on
Saturday condemned India's
decision to ban unapproved
wheat exports after the coun-
try was hit by a punishing
heatwave.

Hours after G7’s reaction
against export ban, Union
Minister Hardeep Singh Puri
tweeted, “Wheat stocks are
comfortable. Decision to
restrict wheat exports taken
with focus on India's food
security, ensuring affordable
foodgrain and to combat mar-
ket speculation. India, a reli-
able supplier will fulfil all
commitments including needs
of neighbours and vulnerable
countries.”

for ‘chief’ job at Chintan Shivir

PNS B UDAIPUR/NEW DELHI

The issue of a regular full-
time Congress president
continued to mark its presence
on Saturday at the ongoing Nav
Sankalp Chintan Shivir of the
party with its different factions
“unofficially” and separately
pitching the names of Rahul
Gandhi and Priyanka Gandhi
for the top job before the
media on the sidelines of the
deliberations.

Officially, though, the
party in its internal meetings
chose to sidestep the issue. In
a meeting of AICC general sec-
retaries, PCC presidents and
legislature party leaders over
the party’s mass contact pro-
grammes, sources said a dis-
cussion cropped up about the
immediate concern of leader-
ship crisis.

A section of leaders
appeared to be pitching for a
different candidate and anoth-
er wanted to bring back Rahul
Gandhi to lead the party,
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Congress interim president Sonia Gandhi with party leader Rahul Gandhi and
others during a meeting on day 2 of the party’s ‘Nav Sankalp Shivir’, in Udaipur PTI

sources said adding there is
likely to be a collective
demand on the concluding day
of the Shivir to bring the for-
mer Congress president back
at the helm of affairs, official-
ly.

Y Rahul called for planning
Jan Jagran Abhiyan action plan.

Punjab Cong ex-prez

Sunil Jhakar quits party

Chandigarh: Punjab Congress
chief Sunil Jakhar on Saturday
announced his decision to
quit the party which had last
month removed him from all
positions.

China not to host 2023 AFC
Asian Cup amid Covid surge

PTI B KUALA LUMPUR

China will not host the AFC
Asian Cup final round next
year in view of the surging
COVID-19 cases in the coun-
try, the continent’s football
governing body said on
Saturday.

Asian Football
Confederation (AFC) said it
has been officially informed by
the Chinese association that it
would not be able to host the
continental showpiece next
year. “Following extensive dis-
cussions with the Chinese
Football Association, the Asian
Football Confederation (AFC)
has been officially informed by
the CFA that it would not be
able to host the AFC Asian Cup
2023, the AFC said in a state-
ment.

China were named as hosts
of the 2023 AFC Asian Cup in
June 2019, at the AFC
Extraordinary Congress in
Paris. The 24-team competition
was to be hosted across 10
Chinese cities from June 16 to
July 16 next year.

“The AFC acknowledges
the exceptional circumstances
caused by the COVID-19 pan-
demic, which led to the relin-
quishment by China PR of its
hosting rights,” the AFC said.

The Indian team is vying
for a place in the 2023 AFC
Asian Cup and will feature in
the final qualifying round to be
held in Kolkata next month.

The AFC said it worked
closely with the CFA and the
Local Organising Committee
(LOC) during the prepara-
tions and several milestones
were achieved, including the
launch of the tournament logo

and the unveiling of the newly
completed Shanghai Pudong
Football Stadium last year.

“The AFC appreciates that
China PR, the CFA and the
AFC Asian Cup China 2023
LOC have made this very dif-
ficult but necessary decision in
the collective interests... Which
has also provided the AFC the
required time to assess the sit-
uation regarding the hosting of
the AFC Asian Cup 2023

The AFC said it will con-
tinue to work closely with its
commercial partners and stake-
holders to chart out the future
course of action.

CBI books
3 persons
for IPL
betting

New Delhi: The CBI has
booked a network of individ-
uals engaged in Indian Premier
League (IPL) betting since
2013 in collusion with a
Pakistani operator.

The agency has named one
accused from Delhi — Dileep
Kumar of B-9/200, Sector 5,
Rohini — besides two individ-
uals from Hydearbad —
Gurram Satish and Gurram
Vasu. “A reliable information
has been received about a net-
work of individuals involved in
cricket betting influencing out-
come of IPL matches based on
inputs received from Pakistan,”
reads the FIR.

It further said, “In the garb
of betting related to IPL match-
es, they are cheating the general
public by inducing them for
betting. For this purpose, they
have opened bank accounts
using fake identities and KYC
documents in connivance with
unknown bank
officials” PNS

Detailed Report on Page 4

3 cops shot dead by black buck

poachers in MP

CM announces <1 crore
each to kin of deceased

PNS W BHOPAL

Three police personnel were shot dead by
black buck poachers in Saga Barkheda vil-
lage of Aron region in Guna district in Madhya
Pradesh late on Friday night. One accused
Naushad was killed in the same encounter, while
another criminal Shahjad Khan was gunned
down in another encounter with cops on

Saturday afternoon.

The incident occurred under the precincts
of Aron police station, when the policemen had
gone to nab the poachers after receiving a tip-

off.

The deceased have been identified as Sub-
inspector Rajkumar Jatav, 27 and constables,
Neeraj Bhargava, 38, and Santram Meena, 27.

Soon after the information reached Bhopal,
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan con-
ducted a high-level meeting at around 10 am
and gave directives to take stern action
against the culprits. By the afternoon, the
police and administration had identified all
the accused that were from nearby villages and
bulldozed the houses of two of them.

Inspector general of Gwalior Anil Sharma
has been removed from the post, as he had not

1 shooter killed

reached the scene of crime even after 12 hours.
He has been replaced by D Srinivas Varma.
Ironically, Varma was posted as Gwalior IG
few months ago, but due to strong opposition
by a Union Minister, he was not allowed to join
and under pressure, Amil Sharma was posted
there.

China, Pakistan
to visit India to
take part in SCO
anti-terror meet

PNS B NEW DELHI

Pakistan and China will take
part in an anti-terrorism
meeting here next week under
the aegis of the Shanghai Co-
operation Organisation (SCO).
Despite tension between the
two countries, an Indian dele-
gation had also participated in
a similar meeting in Pakistan
last year.

The upcoming meeting
scheduled from May 16 to 19
will see a Pakistan delegation
coming to India for the first
time after Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif took over last
month. Pakistan also appoint-
ed a Minister (Trade) at its
High Commission here recent-
ly after a gap of more than three
years thereby signaling some
positive movement in ties
between the two countries.
Leaders and officials of India
and China have also partici-
pated in the SCO meets even as
stand-offs persist at LAC for
last two years.

Detailed Report on Page 4
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Panchayat polls: Ballot fervour wins
over bullet fear in Naxal—hlt areas

PNS M JAMSHEDPUR:

Despite Maoists threats to the
people against participating in
the panchayat polls, the rural
population of naxal infested
blocks of Ghatshila, Dumaria,
Ghorabandha and Musaboni
participated overwhelmingly in
the elections to exercise their
franchise. The poll percentage
till 1:00 pm was Musabani -
49.27%, Dumaria -53.86%,
Gurabandha -61.92 % and
Ghatshila 56.18 per cent.

"In the past too, Maoists have
been giving a poll boycott call.
But the people here are brave
enough to face every challenge
and exercise their franchise. In
the last Assembly polls too, the
participation of the people was
overwhelming. Despite the heat
wave, voters actively participat-
ed in the process,” said a social

activist of Ghatshila.
Meanwhile district adminis-
tration officials said all necessary
initiatives were taken to hold fiee
and fair polling. Jadhav Vijaya
Narayan Rao, Deputy Commis-
sioner, East Singhbhum said that
the first phase of polling con-
cluded peacefully with no inci-
dent of violence reported so far.
She expressed happiness over

the response from the voters and

said that everything went off

smoothly. "The good thing is
that people responded to the pan-
chayat elections overwhelming-
ly and the administration is quite
happy," said deputy commis-
sioner and district election offi-
cer.

Another district official said
that though Maoists have put up

dominated by them.

beefed up in areas said to be

"We had intensified pa-
trolling and combing operations
in the area to foil any possible
Maoist violence and ensure free
and fair polls. Apart from seal-
ing the borders attached to
neighbouring districts, we have

posters asking people toboycott ~ Utkramit Madhya Vidyalaya,
polls and threatening candidates ~ Kasiabera in Ghorabandha
like Musaboni under Ghatshila  block, around 100 km from city.
sub-division , security has been The East Singhbhum admin-

istration is all set for the first
phase of panchayat polls tomor-
row. Polling will take place at
Jamshedpur, Patamda and Bo-
dam--naxal infested areas.
About 600 vehicles were req-
uisitioned to send the polling
staff. The polling staff left for
their destination from the

also urged police superintend-  Jamshedpur Co-operative Col-

ents of neighbouring States to  lege ground. The district admin-

pace up vigilance exercises at istration is making all necessary

their end," said SSP. efforts to ensure the smooth
A candidate for panchayat conduct of the polls.

samiti member from Ghura- DC said that they have com-

bandha panchayat lodged a
complaint with the sector mag-
istrate at around 1 pm after not
finding her name and poll sym-
bol (pair of slippers) in the ballot
paper at Booth No. 29 in

pleted the preparations for the
panchayat elections in the dis-
trict. In the second phase of the
elections, voting will take place
at Jamshedpur, Patamda and
Bodam.

Palamu district election officer cum DC Shashi Ran-
jan pointing towards better upkeep of the ballot box
at a booth today during his whirlwind inspection of
half a dozen booths. PNS

M FAIYAZ AHMAD m DALTONGANJ

Palamu polled 65.43 per cent on day one of the four
phase of the panchayat polling. Polling was held at 750
booths peacefully. There was no untoward incident said
sources.

Six blocks of Palamu namely Hussainabad, Harihur-
ganj, Pipra, Untari Road, Mohammadganj and Haiderna-
gar went to the polls today.

Incidentally two blocks of Jharkhand Palamu's Hari-
hurganj and Pipra polled too good. These two blocks bor-
der with Bihar. Harihurganj polled 70.4 percent while Pipra
finished with 68.86 percent.

Hussainabad block polled 67 percent while Moham-
madganj and Untari Road blocks polled 60.16 and 65.84
respectively.

District election officer cum DC Palamu Shashi Ranjan
said we believe our Mohammadganj block ought to have
polled more instead of getting settled with only little over
60 percent. He said there is the issue of the migration of
labourers the voters too.

Asked about how he and his administration plans to fur-
ther push up this percentage of polling in the coming three
more phases DC said our men are creating awareness
about the polls and we will again further add more
strength to our awareness campaign.

Heavy turnout of voters in Maoist
affected blocks of Dhanbad

PANKAJ KUMAR m DHANBAD

Heavy turnout of voters was registered in Maoist af-
fected blocks of Dhanbad district that went for the first
phase of panchayat polls today. Around 73.64 per cent of
voters out of the total 230207 came out to vote today.

Altogether1568 candidates are in fray for the post of
Mukhiya, ward members, panchayat members and district
board members .

According to an available report, while Topchanchi
witnessed 72.3 per cent, Tundi had 75.48 turnout of vot-
ers and Eastern Tundi 73.15 per cent voters turnout
where polls were held amidst adequate security meas-
ures .

Senior officers including district returning officer -
cum- deputy commissioner Sandeep Singh and SSP San-
jeev Kumar kept a close eye on the polling process while
visiting sensitive locations of either of the three blocks that
went for polls .

ful manner in all three blocks .

The poIIin% percent remained brisk since morning as
in the first two hours of polls 15, 18 and 19 present voters
g|)<erl<(:ised their voting rights in aforementioned respective

ocks .

The polling percentage reached 61.2 per cent at
Topchanchi by 1 PM and was reported at 66.3 per cent in
Eastern Tundi and 64.8 per cent at Tundi block.

Talking to media SSP Sanjeev Kumar said ,"Ade-
quate security arrangements were done at all 641 polling
booths especially those located in Maoist infested loca-
tions by posting personnel from central forces, Jaguar and
district police ".

"We also had arranged for LRP in those localities
since the last 10 days by central forces to arouse a sense
of security among voters," said the SSP.

Both hailed voters for coming out in large numbers
to vote despite hot and humid weather .

63 pc polling infirst phase in Hazaribag
SHAILESH SHARMA = HAZARIBAG

Overall 63 % voters used their voting rights on 14
May of the first phase of five blocks of Hazaribag district.
In the first phase of election the polling will be in the
Choparan Barhi, Barkatha, Chalkusa and Padma blocks
of the district. In Padma block a group of villagers threw
stones at the Circle Officer of the block. The police force
reached there immediately and controlled the situation.

Hazaribag deputy commissioner Nancy Sahay said
that 63 per cent of voters used their voting rights in the
first phase. Maximum voters came out to vote in
Choparan and Barhi Block. It is near 70 to 75 per cent. In

per cent. In Padma block the per cent was 60.

In the village Donai Kala of Padma block booth no.
41,42,43 and 44 some of the wllagers were present in a
group near the booths. When the Circle Officer of Padma
reached towards the group, the villagers started pelting
stones on the officers.

As the information reached the control room the po-
lice force along with police officers reached there and con-
trolled the situation. The police force started to search the
persons who were in the group.

The deputy commissioner said that polling was con-
ducted peacefully in all the five blocks. The DC and SP
Manoj Rattan Chothey visited the polling booths from time
to time during polling hours.

10 per cent polling in Garhwa
PNS m Garhwa

The first phase of panchayat elections in the district
passed off peacefully on Saturday with huge deployment
of security personnel and officials.

The first phase of the poll for the three-tier panchay-
ati raj institutions was held at 479 polling stations across
5 blocks of the district and recorded 70 per cent voter
turnout. “The first phase passed off peacefully and voting
was held in a free and fair manner. The voter turnout was
also encouraging,” Garhwa SP Anjani Kumar Jha said.

When asked about violent incidents, he said, “There
is no report of any kind of incident from anywhere”.

In the first phase, polling was conducted for 437
posts, for which 1,423 candidates were in the fray in 38
panchayats. 49 sectors and 92 clusters were created for
479 polling stations in the first phase.

High voter turnout in Paterwar, Gomia

Samiti member, Mukhiya and Ward
member post), in Gomia and Pa-
terwar includes 1031 for the post of
Ward member, 375 for the post of
Mukhiya, for the post of Panchayat
member250 and 46 candidates are
in the fray for the post of Zilla
Parishad member.

Atotal of 284 candidates have
been elected unopposed in both
the blocks, in which 280 for the
post of ward member and 4 for the
post of Panchayat member com-
mittee, informed an official.

A total of 462 polling stations
were set up at Gomia for around
172211 voters, while in 264 booths

barkatha and Chalkusa block the per cent was near to 63

PNS m BOKARO

Amidst blistering wind, soaring
temperature and scorching sun,
high turnout of voters was wit-
nessed in the first phase of the
Panchayat poll at Paterwar and
Gomia, the rural pockets of Bokaro
district, on Saturday.

Enthusiastically, youth, women
and rural voters took the polling
percentage high (around 75%) in

Petarwar and 66.53 per cent durln?
the first phase of Panchayat pol
Except few no untoward incidents
were reported during the day. After
successfully completing the poll
amidst the security arrangements,
the polling personnel have left for
the strong room with the ballot box,
informed a district public relations
official.

A total 1702 candidates are in
the fray for four posts (Zilla
Parishad member, Panchayat

for 100091 voters in Petarwar.
Meanwhile, 3630 polling personnel
were deployed for the successful
conduct of polling, informed the of-
ficial.

Due to the error or technical
glitch in the ballot paper at booth
numbers 208 and 210 of Gomia
block, the election of the ward
councillors has been cancelled;
now elections for those posts will
?e held on 17 May, informed the of-
icial.

DC Sandeep Singh said polling was held in a peace-

ECR GM inspects wagon care center at DDU Junction

LR ([T ey t-huul

PNS I RANCHI

General Manager, East
Central Railway, Anupam
Sharma today inspected
the down receiving yard,
down hump yard and yard
of Pandit Deen Dayal
Upadhyay Junction (DDU
Junction).

The GM, who was on an
inspection, also inspected
the Wagon Care Center.

This morning, first of
all, a thorough inspection
of the down receiving yard
of DDU Junction was
done by the GM.

The General Manager
took stock of the SSE
room, pathway and other
facilities there including
the testing work of wagons
of goods trains.

Thereafter, he went to
the tower located at Down
Hump Yard to observe the
humping work and the
condition of the wagons
present in the yard.

After this, the GM went
to the Wagon Care Center
and inspected the ma-
chines, equipment, facili-
ties etc available there in-
cluding the repair and

maintenance work of the
wagons. A meeting was
also held by the GM in the
conference room at the
Wagon Care Center with
the Divisional Railway
Manager of DDU Division
along with other con-
cerned officers and neces-
sary guidelines were giv-
en.

During the inspection,
DRM of Pandit Deen Day-
al Upadhyay Division, Ra-
jesh Kumar Pandey, DRM
of Danapur Division Prab-
hat Kumar and other sen-
ior officials were present.

Patients, attendants face drinking
water crisis in SBMCH

PNS B HAZARIBAG

The patients and the atten-
dants are facing the acute crisis
of drinking water in Sheikh
BHikhari Medical College and
Hospital campus. There are three
hand pumps, but all are out of or-
der. To provide the oxygen to the
patients through the pipe lines
are not working due to disorder
of knobs.

The old Hazaribag hospital
campus and building was hand-
ed over to the Sheikh Bhikhari
Medical College and Hospital to
practice the students of the med-
ical college.

Huge amount of equipment
was purchased by the college ad-
ministration, but they are useful
to the patients.

In this summer no extra
arrangements were made by the
hospital management to provide
the drinking water to the patients
and their attendants. There are
three hand pumps in the campus
of the hospital , but no hand
pump is working in the campus.
Due to non- availability of the
drinking water the attendants in

OPD are purchasing the drinking
water from the market.

CPM  district ~ secretary
Ganesh Kumar Citu has written
a letter to the deputy commis-
sioner of Hazaribag to provide
drinking water to the patients as
well as their attendants. No ac-
tion has been taken by the hospi-
tal management towards the
problem of drinking water.

In the hospital there are only
six wardboys to look after the pa-
tients in more than a dozen de-
partments. Due to the shortage of
ward boys the patients are not
properly treated by the hospital
doctors and subsidiary staff.

The superintendent of SBM-
CH Dr. Binod Kumar said that
they have engaged the ward
boys according to the direction
of the health department. Re-
garding the knob, Dr. Kumar
said that we will change the
knobs.

Regarding the crisis of drink-
ing water he said that we are not
getting the information that the
hand pumps in the campus are
not working. We will repair the
hand pumps very soon, he said.

Cases in tune of Rs 1.34 Crore
disposed in Lok Adalat in Garhwa

NITYANAND DUBEY M GARHWA

District court in the dis-
trict here settled a total of
724 cases, including crimi-
nal compoundable and pre-
litigation bank cases and
awarded settlements for a
total amount of Rs. 1.34
crore to litigants in the Na-
tional Lok Adalat held here
on Saturday.

Eighteen benches — took
up 815 compoundable
criminal cases, motor acci-
dent claim original peti-
tions, bank recovery,
cheque bounces and matri-
monial cases for settlement
and disposed of 724 cases
in the Lok Adalat, organ-
ised by the District Legal
Services Authority
(DLSA),Garhwa .

Principal District Judge
Rajesh Sharan Singh , who
is the chairman of DLSA in-
augurated the Lok Adalat
after lighting a lamp. On the
occasion, Principal District
and Sessions Judge said that
Alternate Dispute Resolu-
tion system is one of the ef-
fective modes of disposal of
cases and litigants should
avail and participate in Lok

Adalats as and when con-
ducted by the courts. In Lok
Adalat both the parties go
home happily and both par-
ties have a win-win situa-
tion.

Free assistance is given to
poor people and women. He
appealed to the people that
even after the smallest
things, they should be set-
tled in the Lok Adalat with
mutual consent so that a
cordial environment is
maintained in the village so-

ciety.

District Judge, Family
Court, Ram Bachan Singh,
District and Sessions Judge
one Sanjiv Kumar Singh,
District and Sessions Judge
Fifth Vimlesh Kumar Sahai,
Chief Judicial Magistrate
Santosh Anand Prasad,
ACIM Amit Kumar
Vaishya, and Judicial Mag-
istrates Veena Kumari, Kr-
ishna Lohara etc. chaired
the benches in the district
court.

In-house revival of welding transformer in BSL's CRM-1, 2

PNS B BOKARO

The technical problem in
the welding transformer in-
stalled in Bokaro Steel
Plants CRM-1, 2 has been
reinstated after resolving it
in-house.

Post successful repair of
the welding transformer, it
was commissioned in the
presence of Executive Di-
rector (Works) Sanjay Ku-
mar. CGM (Electrical) Ved
Prakash, CGM (DNW) N
Bhatia, CGM (CRM-1,2)
Deepak Rai along with oth-
er officers and personnel of
CRM-1,2 and ERS depart-
ment were present on this
occasion.

It is noteworthy that re-
pair of the fault in this im-

ported Taylor Winfield
welding transformer was
quite complex and its manu-
facturer M/s Taylor Win-
field Company from USA
had also expressed its in-
ability to resolve the same.
This welding transformer
is used for power supply in
the welding machine of the
pickling line in CRM-1, 2.
Accepting the challenge un-
der the guidance of CGM
(CRM-1, 2) Deepak Rai, the
officers and personnel of
CRM-1, 2 decided to repair
it with in-house resources .
Team CRM-1, 2 did a
thorough analysis of the de-

fective welding transformer
and after deliberation and
brainstorming successfully
repaired it with the help of
ERS department completely
with internal resources of
BSL.

In another event in BSL
Car repair and puncture re-
pair facilities have been
made available near Ma-
chine Shop Canteen at
Bokaro Steel Plant.

It was inaugurated by the
CGM (Shops) JV Shekhar.
On this occasion, SS Singh,
Vikram Wadhia, Anoop
Choubey, VK Gupta, JK
Patnaik, Sushmita Soren,
Kumar Saurabh etc. were
present.

Members of the Women's
Council of ESL visit BSL

PNS l BOKARO

The members of the
Women's Council of ESL
Steel Limited, a Vedanta
Group Company visited the
Bokaro Steel Plant to ex-
change best practices in the
industry and also on ways to
boost the idea of 'Behtar
Jharkhand'.

ESL Women Council's
visit was led by the Coun-
cil's Chairperson, Neelima
Sharma who was accompa-
nied by leaders Tanya Gup-
ta, Divya Tripathi, Kajal
Singh, Anshu Singh, Rishu
kumari and Deepshika. The
team was welcomed by the
CGM (Project) of BSL and
the Chairman of ICC, Ani-
ma Kushwaha and other
members of the Human Re-
sources Development Cen-
ter who brainstormed ideas
and learnings from their ex-
perience and knowledge on
best-in-class infrastructure,
practices and policies.

An orientation program
was also organized for the
members of ESL Women
Council at Human Resource
Development Center in
which Chief General Man-
ager (HRD) Manish Jalota,
General Manager (HRD)
Neeta Ba were present.

In the joint session, they
also discussed different
ideas to make the Steel In-
dustry more conducive for
Diversity Leaders. The ESL
Team also visited the shop

floor, Model room and in-
teracted with  different
HoDs and officials from
various departments and ex-
changed their experience
and expertise on how to im-
prove operational efficien-
cies.

The program was coordi-
nated by the Senior Manag-
er BSL (HRD) DK Singh.

Further both the organiza-
tions look forward to more
such  knowledge-sharing
sessions on bringing revolu-
tionary changes and impact
in the industry and state de-
velopment which in itself is
one of the best examples set
by BSL & ESL together to
develop Exemplary industry
culture as a cohesive force.
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(A Gowt. af India Underiaking)
Honeurs Your Trml

ZOMNAL OFFICE, SAINIK MARKET, MAIN ROAD
RANCHI-834001, Ph, No. 0651-2330642

Date : 14.05.2022

PREMISES REQUIRED

Bank desires to take Premises on rent having 800-1000 sgft of
Carpe! Area al preferably Ground Floor, The Premises are required in
following localities for opening of its Branch Office !
Jaina More, Bokaro
The details may be collected from Zonal Office - Ranchi,
Bank's wabsita www.ucobank.com. The last date for submission of
application in sealed cover on prescribed format s 30.05.2022 upto
(02:00 PM. Tender Open Date- 30.05.2022 (Time- 4:00 PM)

or gur

Zonal Head, Ranchi
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First phase of Panchayat polis
passes of peacefully in State

Ranchi district
records 71.31 per
cent voting

PNS Il RANCHI

The first phase of the
three-tier Panchayat polls
in the State passed off
peacefully in the State bar-
ring minor incidents from
few pockets of Jharkhand.
The voters came out in
large numbers across the
State, even in heavily
Maoist infested areas on
Saturday to exercise their
right to franchise.

The average polling per-
centage in the State was
not released at the time of
filing of the report; how-
ever, several districts
recorded more than 60 per
cent polling. Ranchi ac-
counted for 71.31 per cent
polling on the day.

Under the three-tier pan-
chayat election 2022, the
first phase of polling in
Ranchi district was com-
pleted peacefully. Four
blocks of the district, Bun-
du, Sonahatu and Rahe
and Tamar went to the

Security personnel stands guard as voters waitin

a queue to cast their votes during the first phase
of Jharkhand Panchayat election, at Bundu, near
Ranchi on Saturday. Pix by Vinay Murmu

o o : !
Women show their identification card a;s they wait

in a queue to cast their vote during the first phase
of Panchayat election at Tamar in Ranchi on Sat-

urday. Pix by Ratan Lal

polls from 7:00 am to 3:00
pm. Voters reached their
nearest polling station

within the stipulated time
and exercised their fran-
chise.

A man shows finger
marked with indelible
ink after casting vote
during the first phase
of Panchayat election s
at Tamar, Ranchi on
Saturday. Pix by Vinay
Murmu

In Ranchi district, in the
first phase, the overall vot-
ing percentage in the four
blocks was 71.31 per cent.
The highest polling was
recorded in Bundu block
with 72.63 per cent, 71.53
per cent in Tamar, 71.35
per cent in Sonahatu and
69.40 per cent in Rahe.

After the first phase of
polling, the Pandara Mar-
keting Board courtyard

has been made a strong
room for the receipt of the
ballot box, where all the
preparations have been
completed for the receipt
of the ballot box. Polling
personnel are reaching the
strong room to collect the
ballot box.

District Election Officer
cum Deputy Commission-
er Ranchi Chhavi Ranjan
informed that under the
first phase, polling has
been conducted in four
blocks of Ranchi district
in a fear-free, fair and
peaceful environment. The
Deputy Commissioner has
congratulated all the offi-
cials and personnel en-
gaged in the election work
for the successful voting
process in the first phase.
He said that the voting was
successfully  conducted
with mutual coordination.
The Deputy Commission-
er has directed the con-
cerned officials to ensure
arrangements for the con-
venience of the polling
personnel to get the ballot
boxes.

ECl seeks further details on membership issue of minister

PNS B RANCHI

The Election Commis-
sion of India has sought
some clarifications from
the returning officer of
Garhwa regarding the re-
port submitted about the
Drinking Water and Sani-
tation and Water Resource
department Minister Mith-
ilesh Thakur.

One RTI activist Sunil
Mahto claimed that Mith-
ilesh Thakur, who won the
Assembly Election from
Garhwa Assembly seat as
the JMM candidate did not

Drinking Water and San-
itation and Water Re-
source department Min-
ister Mithilesh Thakur

disclose that he is a busi-
ness partner in a private
company. The petitioner

said that Mithilesh Thakur
deliberately concealed that
information which is a
crime under section 9(a)
of Representation of Peo-
ple Act.

The ECI on this directed
Garhwa DC Ramesh Gho-
lap to file a reply. The DC
said that as directed he had
submitted a report to the
election commission
where facts where ex-
plained in details along
with documents.

The DC said that the
ECI has received the re-
port and sought some clar-
ifications on  certain

points.

"The report was sent and
some clarifications have
been sought. We are con-
ducting a panchayat elec-
tion at this time. But very
soon the additional report
will be sent within the
deadline," he said.

The Chief Electoral Of-
ficer of Jharkhand K.
Ravikumar asserted that
the direction of the ECI
will be complied with.

Sunil Mahto alleged that
Mithilesh Thakur did not
furnish information about
his business activity that
he is a partner in a con-

struction company. He said
that the minister has mis-
used his power to get work
orders for the company
from the government. The
company is named Satyam
construction.

Notably, MLA Samri
Lal (BJP) from Kanke and
Amba Prasad (Congress)
from Badkagaon Assem-
bly segment are also fac-
ing troubles related to
their election. Mandar
MLA Bandhu Tirkey has
lost his membership of
House after he was con-
victed in a DA case re-
cently.

Centre failed to curb inflation: Rameshwar Oraon

PNS Il RANCHI

Expressing deep anger on
skyrocketing prices of essential
commodities, Jharkhand Gov-
ernment's Finance Minister, Dr
Rameshwar Oraon, in an infor-
mal conversation with media
persons at his residence on Sat-
urday attacked the Central Gov-
emment led by BJP and said that
the Government is failed in con-
trolling inflation.

Oraon said that the previous
Congress-led UPA Government
knew that if the price of petrole-
um products would increase, so
would the prices of essential
commodities, especially food
items and if the price of food will
increase, then the conditions will
be uncontrolled, the life of the

poor will become difficult.
Therefore, during the Congress
regime, the prices of petroleum
products were controlled by giv-
ing subsidies, but the present
BJP Government has not been
able to control inflation because
the party is not giving subsidies.
Speaking on the occasion, State
Congress Committee's Senior
Leader, Alok Kumar Dubey, Lal
Kishore Nath Shahdeo and Dr
Rajesh Gupta Chhotu were pres-
ent on the occasion and they
jointly said that the BJP Govern-
ment is anti-people and anti-

poor.

“Inthe last eight years, the re-
tail inflation rate is currently the
highest at 7.79 percent, which is
a matter of great concern. The
inflation rate on food items is the

highest at 8.38 percent, while on
the other hand the data of the
Government of India has said
that inflation in rural India The
rate is 8.38 which shows that in-
flation is more dominant in vil-
lages,” said Oraon.

The Finance Minister also
said that the public’s lives are be-
ing destroyed by the ever-in-
creasing prices of petroleum
products and food items. “The
conditions will be uncontrolled
and the life of the poor will be
difficult, so the Congress Gov-
emment used to control the
prices of petroleum products by
giving subsidies, but the BJP
Government has completely
failed to control inflation. When
the price suddenly increased,
Chief Minister Sheila Dikshit re-

moved the shortage of supply by
ordering onions from Maharash-
tra and controlled inflation, but
today the prices are increasing
every day and the Central Gov-
emment is enjoying it,” he
added. Dubey said that the RBI
has increased the basic repo rate
by forty points, due to which the
EMI of the banks has become
expensive, the price of the build-
ing construction materials in-
creased by about 40 per centina
year, which is powerful for em-
ployment generation. The medi-
um is, work has been stopped on
about 400 projects out of 500 in
Ranchi alone, he added.
Shahdeo said that children's
milk has become expensive,
toothpaste has become expen-
sive, clothes have become ex-

pensive, and on the other hand
the price of flour, rice, lentils,
potatoes, lemons, onions, every
essential item is increasing.
Gupta said that domestic cook-
ing gas, which was available in
2014, is being available in
Ranchi on May 14 for Rs 1000.
The Congress government used
to give subsidies to control gas
prices, but today the BJP gov-
ernment is giving zero subsi-
dies, he added.

A woman crosses the road amid rains in Ranchi on Saturday.

PNS

An uprooted tree after strong winds and rainfall in Ranchi on
Saturday. Pix by Vinay Murmu

2, 549 cases related to Drinking water resolved by Call Centre

PNS Hl RANCHI

So far 2,549 cases of the
3,226 cases related to sanita-
tion and drinking water reg-
istered in this call center
since it started in March
2022 have been resolved in
remote rural areas of Jhark-
hand fair, transparent and
speedy disposal of public
grievances related to various
types of drinking water and
sanitation is being done with
the operation of web based
call-centre.

The call centre is playing
an important role in resolv-
ing the public grievances re-

lated to drinking water and
sanitation at the State level.

Through this call centre
operated at PMU of-
fice Doranda,
Ranchi, the res-
idents of the
State are get-
ting their
problems re-
solved by reg-
istering com-
plaints through
various mediums
like Jhar-Jal Mobile
App, Whatsapp E-mail Toll
free no and others.

Total 2,474 cases of hand-
pump repair, 533 related to

small rural pipe water sup-
ply scheme, 70 related to

large rural pipe water

supply scheme, 04
related to
pipeline leak-
age, 70 relat-

supply,
Total 21

related to

water quali-

to toilet and san-

maximum of 411 cases were

resolved in Chaibasa, 294 in
Chakradharpur and 205 in

ed to water

ty, 30 related

itation and 24 other
cases were resolved. A

Simdega.

The Call center toll free
number 1800345 6502, mo-
bile number, whatsApp
number is 9470176901, e-
mail ID
callcentredwsd.jhark-
hand@gmail.com.  Com-
plaint can be lodged on Jhar
Jal Mobile App (will be
available on Google Play
Store). The complaints re-
ceived through various
channels are being entered
and uploaded by the call
center personnel at
jharjal jharkhand.gov.in.

Along with this, better
management and monitoring

is being achieved through
the web portal by transfer-
ring all types of complaints
to the concerned officer. For
all the complaints received in
the call center, work is being
done in the direction of re-
solving the problems every
15 days by the departmental
senior officer and at the end
of the month by the depart-
mental secretary.

Jhar-Jal Mobile App and
Jhar Jal Web Portal is devel-
oped by JSAC, Ranchi.
From time to time, errors re-
lated to Jhar Jal Mobile App
and Jhar-Jal Web Portal will
be resolved.

ED focuses on 1llegal mining,
summons mining officers

PNS Il RANCHI

The Enforcement Direc-
torate has asked the mining
officers of Dumka, Saheb-
ganj and Palamu to appear
before the agency office in
Ranchi for their questioning
in the matter related to mon-
ey laundering probe against
IAS Pooa Singhal.

They have been asked to
come to the agency office at
10:30 a.m. on May 16.

According to information
the mining officer of Dum-
ka named as K.K Kiski,
Anand Kumar of Palamu
and Bibhuti Kumar of Sahe-
bganj are among the first lot
of mining officers, who will
face the ED in the money
laundering probe.

Bibhuti Kumar is said to
have requested the ED for
the extension of date of his
questioning as there is a
marriage ceremony in his
family.

In later phases also min-
ing officials of some other
districts will be called.

Puja Singhal was the min-
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During the hearing of the PIL the ED told the court

that during the course of investigation of the case

against Pooja Singhal the ED has got many things
which are very explosive in nature

ing secretary as well as
managing director of JS-
MDC when she was arrest-
ed by the central agency on
the charge of money laun-
dering. She was later on
suspended.

However, the ED initially
booked her for her role in
the MGNREGA scam in
Khunti district. But during
the probe the agency got
many incriminating docu-
ments and evidence that
suggest that a powerful lob-
by is involved in illegal
mining.

During the hearing of the
PIL the ED told the court
that during the course of in-
vestigation of the case

against Pooja Singhal the
ED has got many things
which are very explosive in
nature. The ED got com-
plaints that money launder-
ing has been done through
illegal mining. Hence, the
ED is examining all such
matters.

Meanwhile, the question-
ing of Pooja Singhal, her
husband Abhishek Jha and
chartered accountant Suman
Singh continued and their
statements ~ were  cross
checked. The ED officials
asked questions related to
investments in the Pulse
Hospital besides other proj-
ects which Abhishek Jha
had planned to start.

- ’ ]

Students use umbrellas to shield themselves from the scorching sun on a
hot summer afternoon in Ranchi on Saturday. Pix by Vinay Murmu

INBRIEF

The Doctors Wives Association organised
their General Body Meet on Saturday at
IMA hall on the theme of 'Beat the Heat'.
The decor, food and games were all done on
the theme creating a very cool atmosphere
in this scorching heat. All members were
also dressed accordingly. The President of
DWA welcomed everyone. Sunita Kumar
and Sukeshi Pandey mesmerised all with
their dance performance.The experts from
Tony and Guys Parlour demonstrated some
make-up tips.The Chairperson Vinita Sha-
ran and Co-Chairperson Jhooma Sarkar ex-
tended their gratitude to the owner Himani
Munjal. Vote of thanks was proposed by Dr-
Soni Sinha the Secretary. Rashmi Sinha,
Rekha Mishra, Kamlesh Middha, Deepa
Chouhan, Pallavi Sharan, Shweta Ranjan,
Veena Sahu, Dr Sakshi Singh, Dr Shiksha
Lal, Dr Richa Singh, Archana Jagnani , An-
jali R Singh,Arti Sinha, Renu Tiwari, Arti
Singh and Sufia Ali,Asha Sharma,Rita Gup-
ta,Shreela Choudhary, Minakshi Bajaj, Bib-
ha Singh, Supriya Thakur, Debsmita,Deb-
janiSanyal and Shashikala Choudhary were
present in the programme-

Usha Martin imparts fashion
design training to youth

E“‘*'.ﬂf‘f B in?

Women residents of villages have under-
gone three training for tailoring cum fashion
designing and computerized embroidery
with the support of Usha Martin Founda-
tion. Candidates completed training at
Jharkhand Government Tool Room. Plant
head of Usha Martin unit, Ranchi, SBN
Sharma said that skill is the key to develop-
ment. “More skill we acquire, we open more
avenues of employment and earnings. He
distributed the certificates during the vale-
dictory cum ceremony and expressed his
view,” he said. He asked the participants to
explore their skill in a better and organised
manner. Such type of training will be con-
tinued in future for the capacity building of

youth in the villages. Principal MK Gupta
said that Usha Martin has been doing
tremendous jobs for the betterment of vil-
lagers and especially youth. He said that the
institution has been trying to help the indus-
tries, students and society by way of pro-
viding technical training. Mayank Murari of
Usha Marin informed as to how CSR works
are going on in the villages. Rahul Oraon,
Sachindra Kumar, Ashutosh Mishra, Man-
gal Toppo, Monit Butkuma were present
during the programme.

DPS Ranchi students gualify
for INMO

Kislaya and Aryan Kumar Singh (both
from Class XI) have brought laurels to their
Alma mater by qualifying for National Lev-

el in Indian National Mathematical
Olympiad (INMO) 2021-2022. Total 03 stu-
dents qualified for National Level from the
state of Jharkhand out of which two are
from DPS Ranchi. They will be awarded the
INMO Awardee certificate by National
Board for Higher Mathematics (NBHM)
and Homi Bhabha Centre for Science Edu-
cation (HBCSE). The certificates will be is-
sued by May, 22, 2022. The INMO
awardees are eligible to take direct admis-
sion in Chennai Mathematical Institute
(CMI). Also, they are exempted from giving
Indian Statistical Institute (ISI) written pa-
pers. Principal, Dr. Ram Singh, expressed
his happiness on this remarkable result
achieved by the students. He congratulated
Kislaya and Aryan on their success and
wished them best of luck for upcoming en-
deavours.

2.19 1akh cases settled in National
Lok Adalat

A National Lok Adalat was organised by
Jharkhand State Legal Services Authority
across the State of Jharkhand under the
aegis of National Legal Services Authority
on Saturday. This National Lok Adalat was
on all matters. In the National Lok Adalat
Pre-litigation disposal was 180807, Pending
disposal was 38475 and the total amount
settled was Rs 2,31,28,63,670.
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Cong mulls 50% quota to SC,
ST, 0BG, minorities in party

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI/UDAIPUR

The Congress on Saturday
announced it plans to
raise the representation of
Scheduled Castes (SCs),
Scheduled Tribes (STs), Other
Backward Classes (OBCs) and
minorities to 50 per cent at all
levels of the organization.

The party also held dis-
cussions on only two terms of
Rajya Sabha per Congress
leader. The discussion comes
at the backdrop of party
deciding over one family one
ticket with exceptions to facil-
itate members from Congress
first family to contest the
elections.

A decision on representa-
tion of SC/ST/OBC was taken
by the panel on social justice

and empowerment formed by
party chief Sonia Gandhi to
lead discussions on this issue
at the Congress' three-day
'Nav Sankalp Chintan Shivir'.
Senior party leader K Raju
said it is likely to be recom-
mended for approval of the
Congress Working
Committee.

Raju said the panel is also
likely to propose establishing
a social justice advisory coun-
cil to the Congress president.

This advisory council will
look at issues and give rec-
ommendations to the presi-
dent, he said.

A member privy to the
discussions on limiting Rajya
Sabha term said there is a pro-
posal before panel that two
Rajya Sabha terms per
Congress leader needs to be
fixed. After that they can con-
test in Lok Sabha or assembly
elections, but they shouldn’t
be considered for third term
in Rajya Sabha. Not just Rajya
Sabha term, there is a proposal
that tenure of all office bear-
ers from the block and district
levels to the All India
Congress Committee (AICC)
should be fixed for five years.
This should be followed by a
cooling period of three years.

Sources said that after the
completion of the tenure,
office bearers will have to
resign or vacate their post for
other leaders.

Wheat export ban measure anti-farmer: Cong

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B
NEW DELHI

he Congress on Saturday

hit out at the Government
over the ban on the export of
wheat, saying it was an "anti-
farmer" measure as it deprives
farmers of reaping the benefit
of higher export prices.

Asked about the govern-
ment's move at a press confer-
ence during Congress' ongoing
'Chintan Shivir' in Udaipur, for-
mer Finance Minister P
Chidambaram said, "I presume
that it is because the Central
Government has failed to pro-
cure enough wheat. It is not
that wheat production has
come down, it is more or less
the same. In fact, it may be
marginally more."

Chidambaram said that on
Friday, a Chhattisgarh minister
had told him that the govern-
ment there had procured 97
lakh tonnes of paddy.

If procurement had taken
place, there would not have
been any need to ban the
export of wheat, he said.

"But let me add, banning
the export of wheat is an anti-
farmer measure. It deprives the
farmer of reaping the benefits
of higher export prices. It is an
anti-farmer measure and I am
not surprised, this government
has never been very friendly to
the farmer," Chidambaram
said.

Asserting that the state of
India's economy is a cause of
"extreme concern",
Chidambaram further men-
tioned by taking into account
global and domestic develop-
ments, it may be necessary to
contemplate a reset of eco-
nomic policies.

“State of Indian economy
cause of extreme concern, job
situation has never been worse;”
Chidambaram said.

“The government appears

clueless on the ways to deal
with these developments. USD
22 billion has flowed out of the
country in the last 7 months.
The foreign exchange reserves
have depleted by USD 36 bil-
lion. The exchange rate stands
at Rs 77.48 to a dollar, the high-
est ever.He also mentioned
that job situation has never
been worse. “The Labour Force
Participation Rate (LFPR) is at
a historic low of 40.38 per cent
and the unemployment rate
stands at 7.83 per cent.
Henceforth we reiterate our
charge that social services
expenditure as a proportion of
total expenditure has fallen to
an average of 5 per cent (in 8
years) from an average of 9 per
cent in the 10 years between
2004 and 2014.

Later, the Congress' com-
mittee on farmers and agricul-
ture, chaired by former
Haryana chief minister
Bhupinder Singh Hooda, sub-

% k.

mitted a report in the Chintan
Shivir comprising of nine
salient features including
indebtedness of farmers, ques-
tions of legal guarantee of MSP,
Climate changes effect on agri-
culture, direct transfer benefits,
doubling of farmers income,
PM Fasal Bima Yojana,

Institutional Credit Investment,
Green Revolution and
Livestock and Horticulture.

Party leaders Shaktisinh
Gohil, T.S. Singhdeo, Nana
Patole, Pratap Singh Bajwa and
Dr. Akhilesh Prasad Singh
addressed the media on the
issue.

CBI books network for betting in
IPL in collusion with Pak operator

PNS B NEW DELHI

he CBI has booked a net-

work of individuals
engaged in Indian Premier
League (IPL) betting since
2013 in collusion with a
Pakistani operator.

The agency has named
one accused from Delhi Dileep
Kumar of B-9/200, Sector 5,
Rohini, Delhi besides two indi-
viduals from Hydearbad---
Gurram Satish and Gurram
Vasu.

“A reliable information has
been received about a network
of individuals involved in
cricket betting are influencing
outcome of Indian Premier
League matches based on
inputs received from Pakistan,”
reads the FIR.

It further said, “In the
garb of betting related to IPL
matches, they are cheating the

general public by inducing
them for betting. For this pur-
pose, they have opened bank
accounts using fake identities
and Know Your Customer
(IDs/KYC) documents in con-
nivance with unknown bank
officials”

These bank accounts,
according to the FIR, have
been opened by submitting
forged details such as multiple
date of births and without due
diligence due by the bank offi-
cials.

As part of money received
from the general public in
India on account of such bet-
ting activities is also being
shared with their associates
based in foreign countries
using hawala transactions.

As per the information
gathered by the CBI, a network
of individuals has been
involved in cricket betting

INVESTIC AT

since 2013.

Information received
reveals “unscrupulous financial
activities” by Dileep Kumar
(accused number 1) in associ-
ation with Gurram Satish and
Gurram Vasu are in contact
with one suspect Waqas Malik
through a Pakistani phone
number 923227890000.

The persons involved were
running cricket betting during
the then ongoing IPL held in
2019. The involved persons are
running the racket of cricket
betting, committing fraud by
inducing betting by the gener-
al public and thereby deceiving
them of their hard earned
money. They are also involved
in impersonating their identi-
ties for operating various bank
accounts on the basis of forged
documents, according to the
FIR.

The bank accounts also
displayed abnormal behaviour
in relation to the customer pro-
file.

The three named accused
have been booked under
Indian Penal Code (IPC) sec-
tion relating to criminal con-
spiracy, cheating and forgery
besides provisions of the
Prevention of Corruption Act.

Pak, China to participate in SCO
anti-terrorism meeting in India

MEETING UNDER SCO TO
BE HELD FROM MAY 16

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

Pakistan and China will take
part in an anti-terrorism
meeting here next week under
the aegis of the Shanghai Co-
operation Organisation(SCO).
Despite tension between the
two countries, an Indian dele-
gation had also participated in
a similar meeting in Pakistan
last year.

The upcoming meeting
scheduled from May 16 to 19
will see a Pakistan delegation
coming to India for the first
time after Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif took over last
month.

Pakistan also appointed a
Minister(Trade)at its High

Commission here recently after
a gap of more than three years
thereby signaling some positive
movement in ties between the
two countries.

Leaders and officials of
India and China have also par-
ticipated in the SCO meets
even as stand-offs persist at the
Line of Actual Control(LAC)in
Eastern Ladakh for the last two
years.

Besides, China and
Pakistan, a Russian delegation
will also arrive here for the
meeting to be held as part of
the Shanghai Regional Anti-
Terrorist Structure(RATS).

India is likely to hold a full-
fledged drill later this year in
Manesar at the National
Security Guards(NSG) centre
near Gurugram. The RATS is
based in Tashkent. It is a per-
manent body of the grouping
and aims to counter terrorism,

extremism, and separatism in
the region.A three-member
Pakistani delegation is expect-
ed to arrive here over the
weekend for the RATS meet,
sources said here on Saturday.
An Indian delegation had taken
part in a similar meet in Pabbi
in Pakistan last year. The SCO
was formed in 2001 but India
and Pakistan became members
only in 2017.Given the travel
restrictions in place, China
may not be able to send its del-
egation and representatives
from the Chinese Embassy
here are likely to take part in
the crucial meet, sources said.

India is likely to host the
SCO summit in 2023 where
leaders of the eight-member
grouping (China, India,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Russia, Pakistan, Tajikistan and
Uzbekistan) are expected to
come to New Delhi.

Meanwhile, besides the
anti-terrorism exercise at the
NSG in October, another joint
border operation of the SCO
member states called
“Friendship Border-2022” will
be held in Kazakhstan later this
year. Both exercises were decid-
ed at a meeting of SCO-RATS
in Tashkent on March 25 this
year chaired by India.

The SCO grouping is one
of the largest groupings, cov-
ering around 40% of the glob-
al population and 30% of the
global GDP.

The grouping has Russia,
China and four central Asian
countries including
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan.

Uzbekistan is the chair of
the group this year and will
hold the summit in September.
It hands over the chairmanship
to India, who will hold the

‘leachers should give

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m
NEW DELHI

Pointing out that every year
at least 10,000 kids are
born with thalassemia, a
genetic blood disorder, in the
country, Union Minister for
Tribal Affairs Arjun Munda
has urged teachers to atleast
give five minutes extra to
create awareness among stu-
dents about the incurable dis-
ease and its prevention.

He also felt that angan-
wadi workers too should be
roped in a nationwide aware-
ness campaign along with
various government stake-
holders to tackle thalassemia.

“There is a need to have
a nationwide awareness cam-

paign through the stakehold-
ers of various ministries and
state governments such as
teachers-students, Anganwadi
and ASHA workers, which is
essential for mounting an
attack on the problem of tha-
lassemia. A teacher should
give five minutes extra to
create awareness among stu-
dents and  similarly
Anganwadi workers should
inform the villagers about
the disease and its preven-
tion,” Munda said at a webi-
nar recently.

Munda also suggested
that there should be common
literature in simple and local
language to guide the local
level workers and help them
in creating awareness. “Apart

5 Min extra to create awareness on thalassemia and its prevenhon

from awareness and coun-
selling, cheap medicines avail-
ability and community blood
donation in rural areas should
be promoted,” the minister
said.

Experts felt that the
Government should make the
antenatal test (HbA2) manda-
tory for every pregnant
woman in the first trimester
of pregnancy.

Dr Rahul Bhargava, a
leading hematologist from
Fortis Hospital, Gurugram,
Haryana said that managing
the disease is a big challenge
when it comes to thalassemia
and other blood disorder con-
ditions.

Making the HPLC test
mandatory that includes the

HbA2 test also, for all the
antenatal women in the first
trimester for haemoglobin
will help bring down the birth
rate of the children with the
genetic blood disorder.

Thalassemia and Sickle
Cell Society (TSCS) too in a
press statement said that the
need of the hour is to create
further awareness among the
masses on the importance of
the HbA?2 test for everyone.
The Central Government too
will be requested to pass a Bill
for making it mandatory for
every couple in India to go for
HbAZ2 test before pregnancy
or first trimester of pregnan-
cy to help eradicate this genet-
ic blood disorder.

TSCS secretary Suman

Jain said in a statement that
bone marrow transplant is the
ultimate cure for thalassemia
and the disease eradication is
possible only with the gov-
ernment’s support.

About 4% of the popula-
tion are thalassemia carriers
and around 10,000 children
are born thalassemia major in
India.

Five percent of the human
population is carrier of some
form of disorder of
Hemoglobin (Hb)
(Hemoglobinopathy) affect-
ing its oxygen carrying capac-
ity in blood, as per the WHO.

Treatment of Thalassemia
major is lifelong and includes
regular blood transfusions,
chelation medicines to tack-

le the issue of increasing iron
content in the body, manag-

ing any complications such as
infections, endocrine - result-

ing hormonal imbalances, say
the doctors.

NIA arrests two persons
in TRF consplracy case

PNS M NEW DELHI

he National Investigation

Agency (NIA) on Saturday
conducted searches at four
locations in Kashmir valley in
Baramulla, Kupwara,
Pulwama and Shopian dis-
tricts and arrested two
accused persons in the TRF
Conspiracy Case.

The case relates to activi-
ties of “The Resistance Front’
(TRF), an offshoot of pro-
scribed terrorist organisation
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) and its
self-styled commander Sajjad
Gul, who has been actively
radicalising, motivating and
recruiting youth of J&K for
indulging in violent activities

in Jammu and Kashmir and
other parts of India.

He along with his other
associate commanders of LeT
based in Pakistan, have been
recruiting individuals (Over
Ground Workers) to conduct
reconnaissance of pre-deter-
mined targets, coordinating
and transporting arms/ammu-
nition/explosives to support
the terrorists of LeT and TRF
in order to launch attacks on
the security forces and execute
targeted killings.

The case was registered
suo-moto on November 18,
2021.

During the searches, dig-
ital devices (mobile phones,
Laptop, SIM cards and mem-

ory cards) and incriminating
material used for fabrication
of IEDs and Jihadi litera-
ture/posters were seized.

“Based on these searches,
two over ground workers of
TRE, who are in contact with
their Pakistan based handlers
were arrested for providing
logistic support for terrorist
activities, spreading terrorist
propaganda, radicalising and
recruiting new members to
TRE” the NIA said in a state-
ment.

The arrested accused are
Muzamil Mushtaq Bhat of
Khwaja Bagh, Fatehpora,
Baramulla and Fayaz Ahmad
Khan of Warpora, Zachaldara,
Kupwara.

Team of scientists from
JNCASR develops molecule
to cure Alzheimers disease

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m
NEW DELHI

team of scientists from the

Jawaharlal Nehru Centre
for Advanced Scientific
Research (JNCASR), under the
Department of Science and
Technology (DST), has devel-
oped a molecule that could be
a potential drug candidate to
halt or cure the leading cause
of dementia worldwide. This
research work has been patent-
ed and published in the jour-
nal 'Advanced Therapeutics'.

The research is aimed to
design and synthesize mole-
cules that can reduce the toxi-
city of-amyloid peptide—that
accumulate in the central ner-
vous system. Prof. T
Govindaraju who led the team
said, “The molecule, named
TGR63, can rescue neuronal
cells from amyloid toxicity. We
saw that the molecule helped in
reducing the clumping and
slowly reversing the cognitive
decline, which disrupts the
mechanism through which
neurons become dysfunction-
al due to Alzheimers."

As per studies, Alzheimer’s
will soon be one of the top dis-
eases in the country, and cur-
rently available treatments pro-
vide only temporary relief, and

there are no approved drugs
that directly act on the mech-
anisms of the disease.

This molecule addresses
the unmet need to develop
drug candidates to halt or cure
the disease.

Reviewing the potential of
this research to be a drug can-
didate, Hamsa Biopharma
India Private Limited, a
Company based in Delhi, indi-
cated its interest in further
developing the drug based on
a license agreement.

Accordingly, the team led
by Ram Mukunda of Hamsa
Biopharma India Private
Limited entered an agreement
with JNCASR. The Hamsa
Biopharma India Private
Limited is a subsidiary of a US-
based company, which has
expertise in clinical trials,
research, and taking this poten-
tial molecule through regula-
tory processes related to drug
development.

Alzheimer's disease is a
progressive neurologic disorder
that causes the brain to shrink
(atrophy) and brain cells to die.
Alzheimer's disease is the most
common cause of dementia —
a continuous decline in think-
ing, behavioral and social skills
that affects a person's ability to
function independently.

Migratory Bird Day, at
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Peaple click photos of a flock of flamingos standing in a pond during the Flamingo Festival on the occasion of World
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AP H KYIV

Russian troops are with-
drawing from Ukraine's
second-largest city after weeks
of heavy bombardment, the
Ukrainian military said
Saturday, as Kyiv and Moscow's
forces engaged in a grinding
battle for the country's eastern
industrial heartland.

Ukraine's general staff said
the Russians were pulling back
from the northeastern city of
Kharkiv and focusing on
guarding supply routes, while
launching mortar, artillery and
airstrikes in the eastern
Donetsk province in order to
“deplete Ukrainian forces and
destroy fortifications.”

Defense Minister Oleksii
Reznikov said Ukraine was
“entering a new - long-term -
phase of the war”

As the country's top pros-
ecutor put a Russian soldier on
trial for war crimes, the first of
dozens that could face charges,
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy said Ukrainians were
doing their “maximum” to
drive out the invaders and that
the outcome of the war would
depend on support from
Europe and other allies.

“No one today can predict
how long this war will last?
Zelenskyy said in his nightly

video address late Friday.

Russia's offensive in the
Donbas, a mining and indus-
trial region which Moscow-
backed separatists have par-
tially controlled since 2014,
appeared to be turning into a
back-and-forth slog with no
major breakthroughs on either
side.

After failing to capture
Kyiv, Ukraine's capital, the
Russian military decided to
concentrate on the Donbas, but
its troops have struggled to gain
and hold ground.

Before the war, Ukraine
had its most highly trained sol-
diers in the region to stave off
the Russia-backed rebels.

Russia has captured some
villages and towns during its
invasion. The Ukrainian mili-
tary chief for the Donbas'
Luhansk province said Friday

that Russian troops had near-
ly full control of Rubizhne, a
city with a prewar population
of around 55,000.

Zelenskyy said Ukraine's
forces had also made progress,
retaking six Ukrainian towns or
villages in the past day.

Western officials said
Ukraine had driven Russian
forces back around Kharkiv.

The largely Russian-speak-
ing city was a Russian key mil-
itary objective in the early
phase of the war, when
Moscow was still hoping to
capture and hold major
Ukrainian cities.

The Institute for the Study
of War, a Washington-based
think tank, said Ukraine
“appears to have won the Battle
of Kharkiv”

It said, “Ukrainian forces
prevented Russian troops from

encircling, let alone seizing ’

Kharkiv, and then expelled
them from around the city”
Regional governor Oleh
Sinegubov said in a post on the
Telegram messaging app that
there had been no shelling
attacks on Kharkiv in the past
day. He said Ukraine had
launched a counteroffensive
near Izyum, a city 125 kilome-
ters (78 miles) south of Kharkiv
that has been under effective
Russian control since at least
the beginning of April.
Fighting was fierce on the
Siversky Donets River near the
city of Severodonetsk, where
Ukraine has launched coun-
terattacks but failed to halt
Russia's advance, said Oleh
Zhdanov, an independent
Ukrainian military analyst.
“The fate of a large portion
of the Ukrainian army is being

decided — there are about
40,000 Ukrainian soldiers,” he
said.

However, Russian forces
suffered heavy losses in a
Ukrainian attack that destroyed
a pontoon bridge they were
using to try to cross the same
river — the largest in eastern
Ukraine — in the town of
Bilohorivka, Ukrainian and
British officials said, in anoth-
er sign of Moscow's struggle to
salvage a war gone awry.

Russia withdraws from city of Kharkiv

US, Russian
defence chiefs
speak for 1st time

since invasion
AP ® WASHINGTTON

Russian Minister of Defense
Sergey Shoygu spoke with
U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd
Austin on Friday after months
of refusing direct contact with
his American counterpart. But
officials said the call didn't
appear to signal any change in
Moscow's war in Ukraine.

A senior Defense Department

official said Friday that while
Austin believes the hour-long
conversation was important in
the effort to keep lines of com-
munication open, it didn't
resolve any “acute issues” or
lead to any change in what the
Russian are doing or saying as
the war enters week 12.

The call — initiated by Austin

— marked the highest level
American contact with a
Russian official since the war
began in late February. Over
the past several months,
Pentagon officials have repeat-
edly said that Russian leaders
: dechned to take calls from
i Austin and Army Gen.
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New [Lankan PM inducts
4 Minusters 1 INto (Cabinet

Peiris retained as
foreign minister

PTI ® COLOMBO

Riiml Wickremesinghe
inducted four ministers
into his Cabinet on Saturday,
including G L Peiris as the
Foreign Minister, as the coun-
try's new Prime Minister
sought to complete the gov-
ernment formation to focus on
efforts to rebuild the
economy.

Dinesh Gunawardena has
been sworn in as the Minister
of Public administration, Peiris
as the Foreign Minister,
Prasanna Ranatunga as the
Minister of Urban
Development and housing and
Kanchana Wijesekara as the
Minister of Power and Energy,
the Daily Mirror, an online
news portal reported.

Peiris was also the Foreign

Minister in the former
Mahinda Rajapaksa-led
Cabinet.

The government sources
said Wickremesinghe's Cabinet
is expected to be limited to
under 20, the report said.

Sri Lanka's ruling Sri Lanka

Podujana Peramuna (SLPP)

party has decided to offer cru-

cial support to
Wickremesinghe, who has just
one seat in Parliament, to help
him prove a majority in the
House.

Most of the opposition
parties in Sri Lanka announced
that they would not be joining

the interim
Government  led by
Wickremesinghe.

The 73-year-old United
National Party (UNP) leader
was appointed as Sri Lanka's
26th prime minister on
Thursday as the country was
without a government since
Monday when President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa's elder
brother and prime minister
Mahinda Rajapaksa resigned
after violence erupted follow-
ing an attack on the anti-gov-
ernment protesters by his sup-
porters.

: New Lankan PM

Wickremesinghe invites
Opposition leader to join
hands to resolve country's
worst economic crisis

PTI ® COLOMBO

Sri Lanka's new Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe has
urged the main Opposition
Samagi Jana Balawegaya (SJB)
leader to leave aside party poli-
tics and join hands with him to
form a non-partisan govern-
ment to resolve the burning
issues and stabilise the country's
economy, according to media
reports on Saturday.
73-year-old United National
Party (UNP) leader, who was
appointed as Sri Lanka's 26th
prime minister on Thursday,
wrote a letter to SJB leader Sajith
Premadasa, the Daily Mirror, an
online news portal reported. In
the letter, Wickremesinghe invit-
ed the SJB to support the joint
effort made by them to imme-
diately resolve the burning issues
faced by the people and also to
stabilise the country economi-
cally, politically and socially by
obtaining foreign assistance.

Palestinian man dies of head wound

sustained from Israe|| pohce

AP W JERUSALEM

A21-year-old Palestinian
man died on Saturday
from a head wound sustained
last month after Israeli police
fired rubber bullets at stone-
throwing Palestinian demon-
strators during violence at
Jerusalem's most sensitive holy
site. Israel's Hadassah hospital
announced the death early
Saturday, saying only that
Waleed Shareef had died weeks
after being hospitalised with
severe head injuries. His fam-
ily confirmed the death.
Shareef was injured on
April 22 in the Al Agsa Mosque
compound — the site of repeat-
ed confrontations between
Israeli forces and Palestinian
demonstrators in recent weeks.
Amateur video from the
time shows a large group of
Palestinians running away
from the direction of heavy
Israeli fire. Immediately after
one shot, Shareef is seen falling

on his face and lying motion-
less on the ground. Israeli
police quickly evacuated him.
At the time, police fired
sponge-tipped bullets to dis-
perse a crowd of masked
Palestinians that it said was
throwing stones and fireworks
toward police and near the
Western Wall — Judaism's
most holy prayer site.
Palestinian witnesses and
Shareef's family say he was shot
in the head with a rubber bul-
let, while Israeli authorities
have suggested he died from

injuries sustained when he fell
on the ground. Hadassah offi-
cials on Saturday declined to
give a precise cause of the
head injury.

The family's lawyer, Firas
Jebreeni, said the family has
rejected an Israeli request for an
autopsy, but that police refused
to let them see the body and
removed it without permission
to Israel's main forensics insti-
tute. He said he has appealed
to an Israeli court to prevent
the autopsy and return the
body to the family.

Peshawar mosque blast
mastermind killed: Police

PTI W PESHAWAR

he mastermind of the

Peshawar blast along with
one of his companions was on
Saturday killed in a targeted
operation in the suburb of the
district, which lies at the heart
of Pakistan's restive Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province, police
said.

According to the police, the
terrorist named Hassan Shah,
a resident of district Khyber,
was killed in Pishtakharra of
Peshawar in a joint counter-
insurgency operation con-
ducted by Peshawar police and
the Counter-Terrorism
Department of Pakistan.

The slain terrorist was
gunned down along with his
companion, the police con-
firmed.

According to the police,
both the terrorists belonged to
a banned outfit of the Tehreek-
e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), a
militant organisation fighting

the government of Pakistan to
enforce the law of Sharia across
the South Asian nation.

The police said the secu-
rity forces had geared up the
search operation in the area to
arrest the remaining culprits.

As many as 57 people were
killed and over 200 injured in
the suicide blast at the Ahle
Tashih mosque of Kucha
Risaldar in Peshawar city on
March 4 this year.

The militant group Islamic

State, claiming the responsibil-
ity for the attack, had added that
the lone suicide bomber was
from neighbouring Afghanistan.
The attack in Peshawar's con-
gested old city was the worst in
years in Pakistan as the country
faces renewed militant attacks
mostly carried out by the
Pakistani Taliban since last
August when the Afghan
Taliban swept into power and
America ended its 20-year
involvement in Afghanistan.

N Korea confirms 21 new deaths

AP B SEOUL

North Korea on Saturday
reported 21 new deaths
and 174,440 more people with
fever symptoms as the country
scrambles to slow the spread of
COVID-19 across its unvacci-
nated population.

The new deaths and cases
since Friday increased total
numbers to 27 deaths and
524,440 illnesses amid a rapid
spread of fever since late
April.

North Korea said 243,630
people had recovered and
280,810 remained in quaran-
tine. State media didn't speci-
fy how many of the fever cases
and deaths were confirmed as
COVID-19 infections.

The country imposed
what it described as maximum
preventive measures on
Thursday after confirming its
first COVID-19 cases since
the start of  the
pandemic.

It had previously held for

more than two years to a wide-
ly doubted claim of a perfect
record keeping out the virus
that has spread to nearly every
place in the world.

North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un during a ruling party
Politburo meeting on Saturday
described the outbreak as a his-
torically “great upheaval” and
called for unity between the
government and people to sta-
bilise the outbreak as quickly as
possible.

Officials during the meet-

ing mainly discussed ways to
swiftly distribute medical sup-
plies the country has released
from its emergency reserves,
Pyongyang's official Korean

Central News
said.

In a report presented to
the Politburo, the North's
emergency epidemic office
blamed most of the deaths on
“mistakes like overmuch taking
of drugs, bereft of scientific
medical treatment”.

Kim, who said he was

Agency

as it battles Covid-19

donating some of his private
medicine supplies to help the
anti-virus campaign, expressed
optimism that the country
could bring the outbreak under
control, saying most transmis-
sions are occurring within
communities that are isolated
from one another and not
spreading from region to
region.

He called for officials to
take lessons from the success-
ful pandemic responses of
other nations and picked an
example in China, the North's
major ally.

China, however, has been
facing pressure to change its so-
called “zero-COVID” strategy
that has brought major cities to
a standstill as it struggles to
slow the fast-moving omicron
variant.

North Korea since
Thursday has imposed steps
aimed at restricting the move-
ment of people and supplies
between cities and counties, but
state media's descriptions of the

measures indicate people aren't
being confined to their homes.

Experts say a failure to con-
trol the spread of COVID-19
could have devastating conse-
quences in North Korea, con-
sidering the country's poor
health care system and that its
26 million people are largely
unvaccinated.

Tests of virus samples col-
lected Sunday from an unspec-
ified number of people with
fevers in the country's capital
Pyongyang confirmed they
were infected with the omicron
variant, state media
said.

The country has so far
officially confirmed one death
as linked to an omicron infec-
tion.

Lacking vaccines, antiviral
pills, intensive care units and
other major health tools to fight
the virus, North Korea's pan-
demic response will be mostly
about isolating people with
symptoms at designated shel-
ters, experts say.

PUBLIC NOTIGCE

The general public is informed that the cars
with the following car numbers which have
completed their life Petrol Cars 15 Years Diesel
Cars 10 Years. The MCD drive was confiscated
by Pine View Technology Pvt Ltd and has not
been claimed by anyone till now. All these
vehicle owners are informed to come fo the
company's office and claim the scrap value of
the vehicle. Otherwise, all these vehicles will be
scrappedin the nextthree days.

Emmanuel who? Right
fighting hard-Left
for French vote

AP M PARIS

The stakes are high, the fight
nasty and the party of cen-
trist President Emmanuel
Macron is the one to beat. But
to a visitor from outer space,
June's parliamentary election in
France could look like a contest
between the far right and the
hard-left. A month before the
first round of voting, the cam-
paign for the 577 seats in
France's lower house of parlia-
ment has been brutal. Pressure
has been mounting since the
April presidential election when

Macron won a second mandate,
beating far-right leader Marine
Le Pen in the run-off to quash
her third bid for the job.

The pot bubbled over
when Le Pen's political neme-
sis, hard-left leader Jean-Luc
Melenchon, clinched alliances
with a swath of leftist parties,
positioning himself to outdo
both her and, he hopes,
Macron, in June. So for now, Le
Pen sees Melenchon as her
main opponent, as she seeks to
keep her National Rally party
politically relevant with a good
showing in parliament.

This is to notify that my client, Smt. Suman
Bala W/o Late Sh. Rakesh Kumar, R/o
C-36, Street No. 3/24, Nehar Road, Village
Gokulpur, Delhi-110094, hereby disown
and disinherit by severance her all relations
from her son Sh. Aakash Kumar and his
wife Mrs. Dharna, from her movable and
immovable properties for their misconduct
and rude behavior towards my client.
Anyone transacting for any business with
them, will do it at his own risk and my
client may not be slam for any kind of
liability or responsibility.
VINAY SHARMA, ADVOCATE
Ch. No. P-12, Post Office Lane,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054
Ph: 8010388090

A

New Delhi Institute of

Management
Affiliated to Guru Gobind Singh Indraprastha
University, Delhi

Application are invited for:
Principal, Professor, Associate Professor,
Assistant Professor in the areas of
General Mgmt., OB, HR, Marketing &
Sales, Finance, [T, Mathematics.
(Applicant must be UGC-NET/JRF/PhD
with excellent academic and research
record as per UGC norms)

WALK-IN INTERVIEWS
from 16" to 19" May, 2022
10.00am onwards
at £1,Tughlakabad Institutional Area, New Delhi-110062
Email: infe@ndimdelhi.in ® www.ndim.edu.in
Ph: 011-29962605 / 06, 9899400113

UJJAIN SMART CITY LIMITED

Mela Office, Kothi Road, Ujjain (M.P.) 456001 Ph. 0734-2525856

GJO5CN5048 |DL2FDK2000 [HR22Q9688| | NIT No.: USCL/164 Tender ID : 2022 UAD_202766_1 Date 11.05.2022
DL8CE1310 |DL3CAD8161 |[DL8CK3686
DL2CAF9346 |RJ14CJ8922 |DL2CP5422 EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (Short Notice 2nd Call)
DL3CAS0780 [DL2CW3164 |DL8CK4309
MP0O7CA1172 [UKO7AD9068 |DL3FC9999 e ; . i w P
DLOCCo188 |DLaCPass  [DLBCF 1508 Ujjain Smart City Limited |nV|te§ Froposal fot A;_)pt.Jlntment of
DL3SY0006 |DL3CALO146 |DLOCP7826 Event Management Agency for Uj]aln Smart Clty Limited” Under
DL2FGS0034 |DL2FGH0700 [DL4CAA5262| | Smart City Mission”. Interested and eligible bidders may submit their
DL2CAD2049 |DD464 DL4CRB459 ; :

www.mp .gov.in.
DL4CPI%60 1DLoC5 IHR30K2057 proposals online at mptenders.gov.in
DL4CM4377 |DLICES566 |DL8CN1170| | Earnest Money Deposit Rs. 25,000/-
DL3CAD6034 [DL4CAA4607 |DL4CAG6986
DL2CAL3700 |HR06D7562 |DL4CAG3900] | Cost of Document Rs. 5,000/-
DL3CAY2663 |DLACAG4438 |IDL3CV3475 . Rk K
DL6CE2696 |DLACG7154 |HR12D1769 Last d.ate fc‘>r su-bm|35|-on of Technical | 19.05.2022 up to 17:00 hrs
DL2FFDO0002 [DL3CV2618 |DL3CAK5340| | and Finangial Bid (Online)
Btigiggigg I\Dﬂffgaﬁg? gti%BMJgg;? For more details please visit https://mptenders.gov.in. Any Corri-
DL9CJ5152  [DL2CWO154 [DL8CJ6726| | gendum or amendments shall be published on this website only.
DL3CR5320 [MLO6A2455 |DL2CZ9092 . P
DL4CS0009 |DLBCL7531 | DLBCNAT995 For, Ujjain Smart City Limited

House subpoenas its own, grave
new norm after January 6 attack

AP B WASHINGTON

he Jan 6 committee's

remarkable decision to sub-
poena House Minority Leader
Kevin McCarthy and other
congressional Republicans over
the deadly insurrection at the
Capitol has deepened acrimo-
ny and distrust among law-
makers and raises questions
about what comes next.

The outcome is certain to
reverberate beyond the imme-
diate investigation of Donald
Trump's unfounded efforts to
overturn Joe Biden's presiden-
tial election victory. Fuming
Republicans vow to use the
same tools, weaponising con-
gressional subpoena powers if
they wrest control of the House
in November's midterm elec-
tions to go after Democrats,

S\ N

even at the highest levels in
Congress.

“It's setting a very jarring
and dangerous precedent,” said
Rep Peter Meijer of Michigan,
who was among the handful of
Republicans who voted to
impeach Trump over the insur-
rection. On Friday, the sub-
poenas for McCarthy and the

"'\ “!__

)

five Republican lawmakers
were served as the committee
investigating the Jan 6, 2021,
attack on the Capitol is wrap-
ping up its initial phase. Public
hearings are expected to begin
in June, and the panel is still
determining whether to call
Republican senators to

testify.

1 dead, 3 hurt after
shots fired outside
Arkansas graduation

AP W HOT SPRINGS (US)

man opened fire outside an

Arkansas convention cen-
tre after a high school gradua-
tion ceremony, killing one per-
son and wounding three oth-
ers and exchanging gunfire
with police, authorities said
Friday.

The shooting happened
Thursday night outside the
Hot Springs Convention
Center, which had hosted a
graduation ceremony for Hot
Springs World Class High
School, said Officer Omar
Cervantes. Hot Springs officers
then wounded the suspect,
Charles Johnson, 25, who fled

and was later arrested at a hos-
pital on a murder warrant.

Authorities have not said
what led to the fight, but Hot
Springs School District
Superintendent Stephanie
Nehus said in a statement that
no current students or gradu-
ates were involved.

Cervantes said in a state-
ment that Hot Springs police
officers and Garland County
deputies were trying to defuse
the situation when a single
gunman began shooting into
the crowd. He identified the
man who died as Michael
Jordan, 39. Others had non-life
threatening wounds, he
said.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public at large is hereby informed that Entire Freehold
Praperty bearing No. J-7/128 (Block No.J-7 & Plot No. 128),
Land measuring area 160 Sq.Yds., Rajouri Garden, New
Delhi, presently owned & possessed by Shri Inderjeet Singh
by vinue of Release Deed, duly registered vide Regd. No.
19859 dated 29.09.2019 is offered as Security with State
Bank of India & as per present owner(s} version the said
property isfare free from all sorts of encumbrances.

It is hereby nofified that any person, Attorney andfor
entity, firm/ company, Bank, HUF/ Member of HUF, Financial
Institution having any claim, any charge, interest or lien or
claim and/or objection to thereof, hefsheithey may lodge/
notify the same to the undersigned with documentary proof/
court judgement within 15 days from the day of publication
of this public notice, failing which any further ffuture claim/
objection{s) shall be rejected & my client is free o create
Equitable/ Registered Mortgage with the Bank.

Ajeet Kumar (Advocate}
Ch.No. 561, Saket Courts, N. Delhi (M) 9810039471
Email: legaloffice2006@gmail.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given to the General public on behaif of
(DFC First Bank Lid. that Mrs. Suman Lata is the owner of
Entire Third Floor with roofiterrace rights (said floor) Built
on Plot bearing No-17, /House No.WZ-2G/1, New No.27,
area measuring 100 sq. yds, out of Khasra No.39/21 &40/1,
Situated at Village Khyala the colony known as Shyma Nagar,
New Delhi; “the said property” by virtue of Sale Deed dated
17.11.2020, registration No. 9254, executed by Mrs. Harvinder
Kaur, who purchased the Enire property vide sale deed daled
19.02 2019, from Mr. Surinder Singh, who was the owner of
the said property by virtue of Gift deed dated 05.06.2017,
for Y share and remaining % share of regd. Wil of Late Mr.
Qimat Singh, All persons are hereby informed that Mrs.
Suman Lata want to take Loan form IDFC First Bank Ltd.,
against the said floor, if anybody has any objection/s upon
the ownership of above owner in respect of the said floor
/Property, its sale /Mortgage/Litigation, and any kind of
objection kindly inform the undersigned in writing on the
below mentioned address within 10 days o( the present.

Kumar &

200, TInd Floor, 23, Shivaji Marg, Moti Nagar N, Delhi 15
Ph: 011-41112527 28

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to the General public on behalf
of ICICI Bank Ltd. that Mr. Pavitar Garg & Mrs. Priyanka
Garg are Joint owners of Entire First Floor, without roof
rights, “Said floor', Built on Property Bearing No. C-3/
217, area measuring 150 sq. yds. situated at Janak Puri,
New Delhi;, "the said property” by virtue of Sale deed
dated 30.06.2017, registration No. 10417, executed by
Mr. Ashok Kumar, All persons are hereby informed that
Mr. Pavitar Garg & Mrs. Priyanka Garg want to sell the
said floor, i.e. First Floor, to Mr. Rajiv Kataria who is
taking home loan from ICICI Bank Ltd. for purchase
of the above said floor, if anybody has any objection/s
upon the ownership of the said floor, its Sale and
Mortgage, litigation and any kind of objections, kindly
inform the undersigned in writing on the below
mentioned address within 07 days of the present.
Kumar & i { & Co

)
200, Hind Floor, 23, Shiveli Marg, Moti Nagar N, Delhi 15
Ph: 011-41112527 28

ﬂl’C!Cl’ Bank

Whereas

'’ SYMBOLIC POSSESSION NOTICE

Branch Office: ICICI Bank Ltd, 3rd Floor, Plot No- 23, New Rohtak Road,
Karol Bagh, Delhi- 110005

The undersigned being the Authorized Officer of ICICI Bank Limited under the Securitisation and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of the
powers conferred under section 13 (12) R/w Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) rules 2002, issued
demand notices upon the borrowers mentioned below, (on underlying pool assigned to ICICI Bank by Dewan
Housing Finance Ltd.) in relation to the enforcement of security in respect of a housing loan facility granted
pursuantto a loan agreement entered into between DHFL and the borrower, to repay the amount mentioned in
the notice within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice.
As the borrower failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower and the public in general
that the undersigned has taken Symbolic possession of the property described herein below in exercise of
powers conferred on him/ her under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the said rules on the
below-mentioned dates. The borrower in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal
with the property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of ICICI Bank Limited.

Sr. Name of the Borrower/ Number Description of Property/ Date of Demand| Name
No (Loan Account Number Date of Symbolic Possession Notice/ Amount | of
| (DHFL Old LAN & ICICI New LAN) in Demand  |Branch
Notice (Rs.)
1. |Hemant Swain/ Shima Ranee House No-2E/151, Front Portion, N.I.T. | September |Delhi/
Swain/ (12900001179 & Faridabad, (Haryana)/ May 10, 2022 27,2021 Rs. | NCR
QZFDB00005012550) 25,89,389/-

Date: May 13, 2022
\E’Iace: Delhi/ NCR

The above-mentioned borrowers(s)/ guarantors(s) are hereby given a 30 day notice to repay the amount, else
the mortgaged properties will be sold on the expiry of 30 days from the date of publication of this Notice, as per
the provisions underthe Rules 8 and 9 of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002,

Authorized Officer
ICICI Bank Limitedja
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Wheat export ban to help control
prices, regulate trade: Comm Secy

‘Adequate food
available in
Govt stocks,
private stocks’

New Delhi: Asserting that
there is no wheat supply crisis
in the country, Commerce
Secretary BVR Subrahmanyam
on Saturday said the govern-
ment's decision to ban wheat
exports will help in controlling
rising domestic prices and
meeting the food requirement
of India’s neighbours and vul-
nerable countries.

The government has
banned wheat exports with
immediate effect. However, the
export shipments for which
irrevocable letters of credit
(LoC) have been issued on or
before the date of this notifi-
cation will be allowed.

Subrahmanyam said that
the decision was taken at the
right time. "There is no dra-
matic fall in production. I do
not think there is a crisis which
needs to be imagined. There is
adequate food available in gov-

ernment stocks and private
stocks," he said while address-
ing a joint press briefing along
with counterparts in the
departments of food and agri-
culture Explaining the rationale
behind the decision, the com-
merce secretary said the pri-
mary goal was to put a "check
on inflation".

"So, what is the purpose of
this order. What it is doing is
in the name of prohibition - we
are directing the wheat trade in
a certain direction. We do not
want the wheat to go in an

irregulated manner to places
where it might get just hoard-
ed or where it may not be used
to the purpose which we are
hoping it would be used for,"
Subrahmanyam said.

The focus has also been
given to ensuring adequate
food stock availability within
the country.

"At the end of the day, food
is a very sensitive item for every
country because it affects
everybody - poor, the middle
and the rich," he said, adding
the wheat flour prices have

gone up in some parts of the
country by about 40 per cent.

The government is also
committed to ensuring the
food security of neighbours
and vulnerable countries.

"So, we have kept the win-
dow open for (our) neigh-
bours. We have also kept the
window open for a large num-
ber of vulnerable countries if
their governments do make
such requests," he added.

The secretary highlighted
that the country has exported
7 million tonnes of wheat dur-
ing the last fiscal, out of which
about 50 per cent were shipped
to Bangladesh.

Talking about the current
fiscal 2022-23, he said as per
estimates, 4.3 million tonnes of
wheat have been contracted for
exports so far.

Out of this, 1.2 million
tonnes have already been
exported in April and May, and
another 1.1 million tonnes are
expected to be shipped, he
said, adding "if you have a valid
order - irrevocable letters of
credit - that contract will be
honoured. So, India's credibil-
ity as a reliable supplier is
maintained". PTI
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Govt sets up committee
to boost cruise tourism

PTI W MUMBAI

Union Minister Sarbananda
Sonowal on Saturday said
the government has set up a
high-level committee to create
an enabling eco-system for the
development of cruise tourism
in the country.

The committee comprises
government officials and cruise
industry players.

Sonowal on Saturday inau-
gurated the first two-day
International Cruise
Conference being held here.

Speaking to the media on
the sidelines of the event, the
minister said the government
aims to make India the most
attractive cruise tourism desti-
nation and the industry the
world's largest one in the world.

The Minister for Ports,
Shipping and Waterways also
informed that the government
has set up a Task Force under
the Secretary in the Ministry of
Tourism and the Shipping sec-
retary as its vice-chairman.

The high-level committee
will assist the Task Force with
its ideas and suggestions to the
committee, he said.

"I declare the constitution
of a High-level committee

comprising both government
officials and national and inter-
national industry players. It will
assist the Taskforce and give it
ideas and suggestions,"
Sonowal told reporters.

Emphasising that the pur-
pose of the international con-
ference is to make India a
cruise tourism hub, the minis-
ter said the government will
provide whatever modern
infrastructure is required to
attain the objective.

He also expressed hope
that the state governments will
also play their role in the pro-
motion of the industry, which
is seeing demand coming back
after being hit during the pan-
demic.

"India is going to be the
most attractive destination of
cruise tourism, and there is no
doubt about it because what-
ever potential we have in the
coastal areas and inland water-
ways are now set to be
explored. It is still untapped. So,
we will explore it with our most
modern infrastructure,”
Sonowal said.

India aims to increase
cruise passenger traffic from
0.4 million at present to 4 mil-
lion. The economic potential of

cruise tourism is expected to go
up from USD 110 million to
USD 5.5 billion in the years to
come, according to an official
release.

To boost the cruise tourism
industry in the country, the
government has taken several
initiatives, including infra-
structure up-gradation, ratio-
nalisation of port fees, remov-
ing ousting charges, granting
priority berthing to cruise
ships, and providing e-visa
facilities, among others, the
release added.

Upgradation and mod-
ernisation are being carried out
at seven major ports in the
country, including the flag-
ship New International Cruise
terminal coming up in Mumbai
with a total cost of about Rs 495
crore.

Sonowal asserted that the
Indian cruise market has the
potential to grow 10 folds over
the next decade, driven by ris-
ing demand and disposable
incomes. "The government
realises this potential and is
determined to position India as
a global cruise hub with state-
of-art infrastructure for both
ocean and river cruises," he

said. PTI

UK delays ban
on ‘buy one get
one free’ junk
food deals

London: Rules banning multi-
buy deals on foods and drinks
high in fat, salt, or sugar
(HFSS), including buy-one-
get-one free (BOGOF), three
for two and free refills for sug-
ary soft drinks, will be delayed
for a year, the UK government
said on Saturday.

The plan had been
unveiled in December 2020 to
be enforced by April this year
as part of a wider anti-obesity
health drive.

The Department of Health
and Social Care (DHSC) said
the delay to restrictions on
multibuy deals will allow the
government to review and
monitor the impact of the
restrictions on the cost of liv-
ing in light of an unprecedent-
ed global economic situation.

"Pausing restrictions on
deals like buy one get one free
will allow us to understand its
impact on consumers in light
of an unprecedented global
economic situation," said UK
Public Health Minister Maggie
Throup."We're committed to
doing everything we can to
help people live healthier lives,"
she said.

The restrictions banning
HESS adverts on TV before 9
pm. PTI

Sri Lanka to receive 65,000MT of
urea from India for paday cultivation

Colombo: India has assured
Sri Lanka to immediately sup-
ply 65,000 metric tonnes of
urea to avoid any disruption in
paddy cultivation in this coun-
try, as it faces the worst eco-
nomic crisis in its post-inde-
pendence history.

High Commissioner of Sri
Lanka in New Delhi Milinda
Moragoda met with the
Secretary of the Department of
Fertilisers Rajesh Kumar
Chaturvedi in New Delhi on
Thursday to discuss the supply
of urea required for the current
Yala cultivation season in Sri
Lanka, according to media
reports here on Saturday.

Moragoda thanked
Chaturvedi for India's decision
to supply 65,000 MT of urea
required for the current Yala
cultivation season in Sri Lanka,
the High Commission of Sri
Lanka in New Delhi said in a
message.

The Government of India
has decided to supply this
quantity of urea immediately to
Sri Lanka at the request of the
Government of Sri Lanka,
despite a ban on export of urea
from India, the Sri Lankan
High Commission said in a
statement.

High Commissioner
Moragoda thanked Secretary
Chaturvedi for his personal
involvement in arranging nec-
essary approvals and logistics to
supply 65,000 metric tonnes of
urea to Sri Lanka in consulta-
tion with the High
Commissioner of India in
Colombo Gopal Baglay.

In response, Chaturvedi
said that his Department is
always ready to support Sri

L "-ush“ o A
Lanka in keeping with India's
‘neighbourhood first' policy,
and that the Department is
making arrangements to ship
the required quantity of urea
from the nearest port to Sri

Lanka through a State
Company coming under his
purview.

The High Commissioner
and the Secretary also dis-
cussed ways and means to
ensure the continuous supply of
chemical fertiliser from India to
Sri Lanka under the existing
credit line and beyond.

India has committed more
than USD 3 billion to debt-rid-
den Sri Lanka in loans, credit
lines and credit swaps since
January this year.

Yala is the season of paddy
cultivation in Sri Lanka that
lasts between May and August.

Sri Lanka is aiming to
boost its agriculture sector to
avoid any disruption in the
agriculture market following

the drop in the paddy cultiva-
tion in the Maha session.

The Sri Lankan govern-
ment banned chemical fer-
tilisers last year as part of a
phased transition towards
organic agriculture. The dearth
of adequate supplies of organ-
ic fertilisers affected agricul-
tural output, especially rice
and tea, and the government
recently ended the ban on sev-
eral key crops.

Sri Lanka's annual fertilis-
er imports cost USD 400 mil-
lion. Farmers across Sri Lanka
have intensified their protests
due to the lack of fertiliser and
being compelled to abandon
their farmlands.

The chemical fertiliser ban,
combined with bad weather, led
to falling crop yields and con-
tributed to inflation hitting a 47-
month high of 8.3 per cent in
October with food inflation at
11.7 per cent, Daily Mirror, an
online news portal said. PTI
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There are mountains
to climb: Air India
CEO-designate
Campbell Wilson

New Delhi: Campbell Wilson
has termed his appointment as
Air India CEO and MD as a
fantastic opportunity to lead a
historic airline and mentioned
that there are "mountains to
climb" in his new stint.

Wilson is currently the
Chief Executive Officer of the
Singapore Airlines' wholly-
owned subsidiary Scoot Air.

Singapore Airlines (SIA) is
a joint venture partner of Tata
Group in full service carrier
Vistara.

On Thursday, Tata Sons
had announced the appoint-
ment of Wilson as the
Managing Director and Chief
Executive Officer of Air India.

In a communique sent to
Scoot employees on Friday, he
said, "This afternoon I
informed the executive team
and your union leaders of my
resignation from Scoot and
the SIA Group."

He said it was by no means
an easy decision to leave and
SIA was his first professional
job and has been his home for
the last 26 years.

Wilson noted that across
three continents, six countries
and more than 12 roles, SIA has
accorded him many more
opportunities and experiences
than he could ever have
dreamed of. PTI

Flour millers’ association RFMIFI welcomes
Government’s decision to ban wheat exports

Restriction on agri exports
‘indirect tax’ on farmers:
Bharat Krishak Samaj

New Delhi: Flour millers' asso-
ciation RFMFI on Saturday
welcomed the government's
decision to ban wheat exports,
saying this will prevent "unnec-
essary panic" in the market
regarding domestic supply and
also help in controlling any
price rise.

Roller Flour Millers
Federation of India (RFMFI)
President Anjani Aggarwal said
the association had written to
the government to regulate
exports. "It is a very good deci-
sion by the Government at this
stage, as this will prevent
unnecessary panic in the coun-
try about wheat supply and
prices.”

He said the wheat produc-
tion in the 2021-22 crop year,
ending June, is likely to decline
at 95-98 million tonnes.

"The country would have
to import wheat after a few
months if exports were not
banned," Aggarwal said.

He said the prices of wheat
and wheat flour will be stable
now.
Atta (loose) prices are rul-
ing at Rs 26-28 per kg, while
packaged Atta prices stood at
Rs 28-30 per kg.

"The prices of atta could
have risen to Rs 40 per kg or
even more. Prices will stabilise
now," he said, while justifying

the government's decision.

India has banned wheat
exports with immediate effect,
as part of measures to control
rising domestic prices, accord-
ing to an official notification.

However, the export ship-
ments for which irrevocable let-
ters of credit (LoC) have been
issued on or before the date of
this notification will be allowed,
the Directorate General of
Foreign Trade (DGFT) said in
a notification dated May 13.

"The export policy of
wheat is prohibited with imme-
diate effect,” the DGFT said.

The government has
revised downwards the esti-
mate for wheat production by
5.7 per cent to 105 million
tonnes in the 2021-22 crop year
ending June, from the earlier
projection of 111.32 million
tonnes, as the crop productiv-
ity has been affected due to the
early onset of summer

India's wheat production
stood at 109.59 million tonnes
in the 2020-21 crop year (July-
June).

The country exported 7
million tonnes of wheat during
the last fiscal. India was look-
ing to export 10 million tonnes
of wheat this fiscal year on ris-
ing global demand amid war
between  Russia  and
Ukraine. PTI

New Delhi: Farmers' body
Bharat Krishak Samaj (BKS) on
Saturday said that restrictions
on exports of agricultural pro-
duce are an "indirect tax" on
farmers as they are unable to
benefit from rising global com-
modity prices.

Reacting to the govern-
ment's decision to ban wheat
exports, Bharat Krishak Samaj
Chairman Ajay Vir Jakhar
tweeted "Restriction on agri-
cultural exports are an indirect
tax on farmers in countries
where imposed.”

Farmgate prices get sub-
dued by policy and farmers are
unable to benefit from rising
commodity prices while having
to pay higher input costs, he
observed.

"This is a #HumanRights
issue,”" Jakhar tweeted.

India has banned wheat
exports with immediate effect
as part of measures to control
rising domestic prices, accord-
ing to an official notification.

However, the export ship-
ments for which irrevocable let-

ters of credit (LoC) have been
issued on or before the date of
this notification will be allowed.

The government has
revised downwards the esti-
mate for wheat production by
5.7 per cent to 105 million
tonnes in the 2021-22 crop year
ending June, from the earlier
projection of 111.32 million
tonnes, as the crop productiv-
ity has been affected due to the
early onset of summer.

India's wheat production
stood at 109.59 million tonnes
in the 2020-21 crop year (July-
June).

The country exported 7
million tonnes of wheat during
the last fiscal. India was look-
ing to export 10 million tonnes
this fiscal.

Bharat Krishak Samaj
(BKS) is one of India's leading
non-partisan farmers' organi-
sations that is an advocate for
farmer prosperity along with
healthy, sustainable, inclusive
and equitable food systems
that benefit farmers and con-
sumers. PTI

GatiShakti Sanchar portal launched;
legal backing for RoW by Dec: Min

New Delhi: Telecom Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw on Saturday
launched GatiShakti Sanchar
portal that will centralise and
speed up approvals for laying of
fibre and tower installations,
boosting upcoming 5G roll
out, and said a legal backing for
the Right of Way (RoW) will be
in place by December.

The GatiShakti Sanchar
portal will facilitate centralised
Right of Way (RoW) approvals.
An online platform for the
industry to apply for RoW
approvals as they build telecom
infrastructure, including for
5G services, the GatiShakti
Sanchar portal offers a unified,
integrated,  centralised
approach covering all states and
UTs, and central government
ministries.

For players, it promises to
reduce the days involved in get-

ting stipulated permissions,
lower costs, and facilitate ease
of doing business.
Launching the portal,
Vaishnaw asserted the need
for legal provisions for Right of
Way, and promised that a
strong legal backing will be put
in place by December this year.
Put simply, the RoW rules on
setting up of telecom towers
and cable laying, offer a frame-

work for giving approvals, set-
tling of disputes, and facilitates
coordination between industry
and various agencies.

At present, the RoW rules
are based on administrative
process, and a strong legal back-
ing is required to empower
local officials, bring clarity on the
fee structure, and fix account-
ability, Vaishnaw explained.

"That will be our next step.
Moreover, all the portals that
are there, especially Gati Shakti
portal, railway portal, highway
portal, and others...Integration
of those...We will be working
on these two technological and
legal aspects,” Vaishnaw said.

Work has started on these
two fronts already, and the inte-
gration of portals is expected in
the next 3-4 months while the
timelines for providing legal
backing is December-end. PTI

Future Retail’s Chief
Financial Officer

Toshniwa

New Delhi: Debt-ridden
Future Retail's Chief Financial
Officer C P Toshniwal has
resigned from the company,
effective May 12.

Toshniwal's resignation is
the recent addition to the string
of resignations that started
after the Rs 24,713-crore deal
was called off last month by the
billionaire Mukesh Ambani-led
Reliance Industries after cred-
itors voted against it.

Last week, Future Retail's
Managing Director Rakesh
Biyani stepped down, while
officials including the compa-
ny secretary of the debt-ridden
firm tendered resignation.

"C P Toshniwal - Chief
Financial Officer of the
Company has resigned with
effect from the closure of busi-

resigns

ness hours of May 12, 2022.
Consequent to the same, he
shall also cease to be a 'Key
Managerial Personnel' (KMP)
of the Company,” FRL said in
a regulatory filing.

FRL, a flagship firm of the
Kishore Biyani-led Future
Group, now faces an insolven-
cy petition filed by its lenders
before the National Company
Law Tribunal as it has com-
mitted defaults.

FRL was part of the 19
companies which were sup-
posed to be transferred to
Reliance Retail as part of a Rs
24,713-crore deal announced in
August 2020.

The deal was called off by
the billionaire Mukesh
Ambani-led Reliance
Industries last month. ~ PTI

NTPC's 20 MW solar capacity
at Kawas begins commercial op

New Delhi: State-owned
power giant NTPC on Saturday
announced the beginning of
commercial operation of the
first part capacity of 20 MW
out of 56 MW Kawas Solar PV
Project in Gujarat.
"Consequent upon suc-
cessful commissioning, the first
part capacity of 20 MW out of
56 MW Kawas Solar PV
Project at Kawas, Gujarat, is

declared on Commercial
Operation from 00:00 Hrs of
May 14, 2022," a BSE filing said.

With this, the standalone
installed and commercial
capacity of NTPC has reached
54,616.68 MW.

Further, the NTPC group
installed and commercial
capacity has touched 68,981.68
and 68,321.68 MW, respec-
tively. PTI

Shipping Corporation Q4 net profit

New Delhi: Shipping
Corporation of India (SCI) on
Saturday reported a 77.42 per
cent jump in its consolidated
net profit to Rs 152.16 crore for
the fourth quarter ended
March 2022.

The state-owned company
had clocked a consolidated
profit of Rs 85.76 crore in the
same quarter of 2020-21, it said
in a regulatory filing.

Its total consolidated
income rose to Rs 1,364.62

jumps 77.42% to 3152.1

[

crore during the quarter under
review against Rs 900.73 crore

6 crore

in the year-ago period.

Total expenses also
increased to Rs 1,223.76 crore
during the quarter compared to
Rs 838.57 crore a year ago.

For FY22, the company
reported a consolidated profit
of Rs 865.22 crore. It had
recorded a profit of Rs 696.9
crore in 2020-21. In March last
year, the government received
multiple bids for the privatisa-
tion of the Shipping
Corporation of India. PTI
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GOUROV DASGUPTA

The music composer, who has worked
predominantly in Bollywood for popular
films like Cash 2021 and Enemmy, speaks
with SUPRIYA RAMESH about his latest
songs, his experience, upcoming projects
among other things

and touched.

Do you want to learn
artistic nail art at your home,
and that too with no money
spent? Or are you in the beauty
industry already and want to
skill up to work as a nail

Explore the mesmerizing way
of conveying emotions
through beautiful Poetry and
charming Storytelling to keep
you awe-inspired and amazed.
Portrayed by top
sensations, get ready to sway to

the allusive words and dive into  technician?

the amazing world of pleasing What: Theatre & Arts
Spoken words and still be Where: Online
thinking later on how When: May 15, 2022
meaningful each word meant Time: 7 pm

Music is the best medicine.
Here are the top 10 songs of the
week that will lift up your
weekend mood

Bollywood vibes

Dafa Kar (A R Rahman)
Saamna (Akasa)

Mast Nazron Se (Rochak Kohli)
Kya Kar Diya (Vishal Mishra)
Macha Macha Re (Mika Singh)

English Vinglish

Psychofreak (Camila Cabello)
Seven Bridge Road (Jake Bugg)
Wings Of Stone (Adam Levine)
FREE (John Legend)

Crazy (Doechii)

cream of the crop at Antolini, Italy that is a rage all over the
world among enthusiasts for their natural stone processing.
Look out for natural stones that are sourced from premium quarries
— some of the best in the country — and boast a lustrous finish.
The collection sticks to classics, which matches the brand ethos.
What you can explore are marble flooring inlays that match
your style. Expect to find marbles that can heighten the glamour of
your floors or walls. The showcase here is designed to cater to
plush residences, hotels, showrooms and even shopping malls.
That apart, one can also look out for the onyx section. These slabs
are well-liked as they add a dramatic element and make sure there’s
no monotony in the interiors. You can find a variety of onyx slabs
for special projects with a specific minimum requirement. These
stones, manufactured as per the industry standards, are not only
resilient and one-of-a-kind but come in several shades and designs.
Also, fancy granite countertops? Choose the best for your
kitchen from slabs that include over 150 colours and varieties. Don’t
forget to check out the quartz, which is enjoying great popularity
among enthusiasts at the moment because of its beauty and
durability. Architects prefer it for the beautiful finish as well. Don’t
forget to check out their Statuario Rosso and Botanic Green
collections as well, inspired by the beauty of florals and nature.

Spring Collection 2022, is the luxury marbles sourced from the

are you?

ried grass and flowers

have been professional-

ly resurrected and are

making a fashion come-

back. Fresh flower bou-
quets have been efficiently traded for
dried grasses and flowers by inno-
vators. Despite the fact that dried
flowers and grass are technically
dead, they are still gorgeous and may
lend a lovely and vintage touch to a
little space in your home.

Repurposing, recycling, and do-
it-yourself are at their apex with dried
flowers. They're ideal for repurpos-
ing old items. On the other hand,
even the most gorgeous bouquets
fade with time. So, even if your
favourite floral arrangements have
started to droop, how can you keep
enjoying them?

One of the most therapeutic
activities is redecorating homes. It
necessitates not just thorough plan-
ning, but also creative thinking and
inventive concepts. Flowers are the
first option that comes to mind for
individuals looking to enhance their
living spaces and create a lively
mood. Fresh flowers offer color and
aroma to a room, but they have a
short shelf life. Dried flowers, on the
other hand, are a fantastic option.
They guarantee that your property
will have a very trendy appearance!
You can choose between a handful or
a whole bouquet of dried flowers that
have been elegantly packed. They are
the finest alternative for redesigning
the inside of your home because of

M Tell us something about Dynamite and Tutt Gaya.
Dynamite is definitely a bomb of a song. I am more
of a ballet person and I don't really make too many club
songs. Howbeit, this is one of my special songs, which I
knew would change a lot of things around when it
comes out. This is a song which has been close to me for
many years now. When I played it for Vinod Bhanushali
for the first time, he fell in love with it and promised me
that he will do something massive with it. I just had that
faith in him, and voila!
It's an amazing video and I am super excited it's
coming out on Hitz music. Probably my biggest club track

ADD A LITTLE GLAM FOR GOOD

A bouquet of flowers has the ability to quickly brighten up a space. Dried flowers and
grass are a great way to bring nature into your house and to give a fresh look. Here are a
few innovative ideas to dazzle up your living area

M You have three releases back to back. How excited

Three releases back to back is a lot of pressure and lot of
excitement. Buhe Bariyan is a folk song but it's been ren-
dered and recreated beautifully along with Shruti Rane, who
co-composed with me. It is written by Kunwar Juneja.
Song Dynamite is very close to my heart for a long time
now, it was supposed to go for a film but I just felt
that this song needs to be out in a big way because
it's the biggest club track that I have ever made.

I couldnt be more grateful to Vinod
Bhanushali and Hitz music for putting the song
out with Dhvani Bhanushali and giving me a
chance. They shot an amazing video for it. T am
super excited for this one. Another song Tutt
Gaya, is also very close to me is a ballet which
is my personal favourite.

It's beautifully written by Kunwar Juneja
and is sung by Stebin Ben. This was also sup-
posed to go for a film, but am glad that it is
coming out as a single.

Tam very excited to showcase different

sides of me. As a composer, it's a huge opportu-
nity to show my versitality.

DYNAMITE 1S
DEFINITELY A BOMB
OF A SONG.

| AM MORE OF A
BALLET PERSON
AND | DON'T REALLY
MAKE TOO MANY
CLUB SONGS.
HOWBEIT, THIS IS
ONE OF MY SPECIAL
SONGS, WHICH |
KNEW WOULD
CHANGE A LOT OF
THINGS AROUND
WHEN IT COMES
ouT

o

ever and one of the biggest chartbuster this year.
Tutt Gaya is kind of a similar story. I held on to this
song for long time, lot of people wanted the song,
this was also supposed to be a part of the film, but
again something told me to hold on and give it to
the right people and ilam glad Saregama is putting it
out. They are the best label to work with. Sung by
Stebin Ben, written by Kunwar Juneja and beautiful-
ly shot by Aditya Dutt, it is very close to my heart
and it's a lovely ballet.

W How was it working with Dhvani
Bhanushali and Kanika Kapoor?

Dhavani is very hard working and talented. She
has done an amazing job in Dynamite, It looked like
the universe is waiting for her to sing it and it just
came in together. I am very proud of her. Kanika, is of
course, a veteran. We have worked closely before and
she is no less. She has done a magic in Buhe Bariyan.

M What genre of music do you enjoy composing?

Personally, I am more of a ballet kind of a guy. I
love making love songs, ballets and I think I am
pretty good at it. My last year releases like tere do
naina, sayonee and even film stuff like anjugam, Ishq
namaza, humdum are my comfort zone. Once in a
while like throwing a bomb like

B What are your upcoming projects?

I am working on new songs.The idea is to work
on new, interesting sound and have a couple of amaz-
ing writers working with me. Ihave an amazing
team of musicians who support what I do and that's
the reason why I am blessed and the whole idea is to
change thesound skill. There are a few uming pro-
jects but I can't talk about it right now. Most of them
are releasing in the end of the year and next year.

direct sunshine, and free of dust.
Plants such as pampas have also
become particularly popular on
social media platforms especially
on Instagram, as dried grass and
flowers look aesthetic and have dec-
orative appeal.

Dried grass and flowers can
bring nature to your living space.
With a'more-is-more’ attitude toward
indoor flowers and plants in our
houses, Lockdown spawned a craze
for trying to bring the outside in. But
indoor plants require high mainte-
nance and special attention which is
not possible every time. While arti-
ficial flowers no longer conjure
visions of plastic, cheap-looking
stems resting on your grandmother's
bathroom windowsill. Now the only
option left is dried grass and flowers.
They are appealing and lovely, can be
maintained easily and also have a
longer shelf life. Dried bouquets are
more cost-effective (since they last a
year or longer), eco-friendly, and add
a natural atmosphere to the home
when nature feels out of reach.

A bouquet of flowers has the abil-
ity to quickly brighten up a space.
However, having bunches of blos-
soms has one unavoidable conse-
quence: they will eventually wilt.
While this may make you think twice
about keeping flowers in your house,
there is another way to appreciate
their beauty. Dried flowers and grass
are a great way to bring nature into
your house and to give a fresh look.
As the seasons change, a bouquet

their variety of hues and reasonable
price range.One of the most thera-
peutic activities is redecorating
homes. It necessitates not just thor-
ough planning, but also creative
thinking and inventive concepts.
Flowers are the first option that
comes to mind for individuals look-
ing to enhance their living spaces and
create a lively mood. Fresh flowers
offer color and aroma to a room, but
they have a short shelf life. Dried
flowers, on the other hand, are a fan-

tastic option. They guarantee that
your property will have a very trendy
appearance! You can choose between
a handful or a whole bouquet of dried
flowers that have been elegantly
packed. They are the finest alterna-
tive for redesigning the inside of your
home because of their variety of hues
and reasonable price range.

Dried grass could surely add a
lovely touch to the decor of your
warm living area. It comes in a wide
range of sizes and colors, including

neutrals, nudes, and browns, as well
as vibrant hues like ruby pink,
pineapple yellow, and blue. It gives
your home a natural, earthy appeal.
Following a theme and blending
colorful dried flowers with delicate
pampas grass tones, or vice versa will
substantially enhance the look and
feel of your living spaces. These prod-
ucts can be regarded as go-to alter-
natives when it comes to refurbish-
ing the interiors of your home and
enhancing its décor, due to their low

prices and elegant appearance.

The popularity of dried flowers
and grasses has increased dramati-
cally in recent years. They've gained
demand among flower lovers as well
as interior design enthusiasts. One
reason is that they are durable and
have a long lifespan. If properly
cared for, dried flowers can survive
for years, making them an excellent
choice for individuals who prefer a
low-maintenance solution. To care
for them, keep them dry, away from

of dried flowers adds motion and
depth to a room while also inviting
nature in.

It's critical to distinguish dried
flowers from pressed flowers, which
are manufactured by pressing fresh
blossoms that haven't yet wilted
(under a stack of books, for instance).
Flowers that have faded but are still
in their recognized forms are referred
to as dried flowers.

— Ashima Singla, Founder, CEQ,
Whispering Homes

Hitting a new milestone

t was a double

celebration for &TV’s
cult-comedy show Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai! The show
completed not only the
1800-episode milestone
but also its producer
Sanjay Kohli was :

contribution to producing an entertaining comedy serial with great

humour. The epic comedy show continues to entertain its audience
with its rib-tickling characters and tracks, and these two milestones
are a testament to the show’s immense popularity. Kohli said: “l am

thankful to the World Book of Records, London, for honouring me for

contributing to the entertainment industry. | dedicate this recognition
to my entire Edit Il team & all who have contributed to our journey.

honoured by the World Book of Records, London, for their matchless

Gear up for groovy moves

ver the last three decades, Zee TV has been a

pioneer in shaping the contours of reality
television in India, introducing audiences to
homegrown non-fiction formats like Antakshari,
Sa Re Ga Ma Pa, Dance India Dance, and India’s
Best Dramebaaz. After receiving an overwhelming
response to the previous three seasons that
introduced audiences to some truly exceptional
talent and giving a chance to all the ladies of
becoming a Super Mom, the channel is all set to
launch the 3rd edition of its non-fictional property
— DID Super Moms. Bollywood choreographer Remo D’Souza will be
seen in the seats of the judge as he will give them a chance to exhibit
their talent and create a name of their own in the world of dance.

Grab your popcorn for the ultimate
movie marathon

She is a super star who is
epitome of grace, she is
an iconic dancing diva, she’s
the official Dhak Dhak Girl,
she’s 101 per cent shuddh
entertainer, she’s Madhuri
Dixit! The supremely
talented actor has given us
many super hit movies and
continues to entertain the
masses till date. Celebrating
the actress’ birthday with an
infectious smile, Zee
Bollywood - 101 per cent
Shuddh Bollywood channel will have a day-long movie festival called
‘Dhak Dhak Day’. The channel is bringing ek, do, teen, chaar,
paanch... blockbuster films in this special movie marathon dedicated
to the actress. Get set to watch some of her greatest films only on Zee
Bollywood on May 15.

The movie marathon will kickstart with the mass entertainer Dil
on at 7:30am. Next in line at 11:00 am, we have the romantic film
Aarzoo that also features Akshay Kumar and Saif Ali Khan. Next up in
the movie bonanza, there is Beta at 1:00pm.

Catch the sundown special Khalnayak at 4:45pm. Increasing the
entertainment meter up a notch, we bring in the dhuandaar jodi of
Anil Kapoor and Jackie Shroff along with Madhuri Dixit that’ll
absolutely take this birthday celebration to another level. One is filled
with sanity and love while the other brother is driven with vengeance,
the classic film, Ram Lakhan takes you on a journey filled with action
and romance. Tune-in at 8 pm to witness the magic of Madhuri in
Ram Lakhan.

NHAKDHAK: DAY

MADHUR! DIXIT BIRT!

15™ MAY, SUN

BETA HHALNAYAK
0o wan

QUIRKYTALE

“Adoption of digital transactions by end
customers provides a unique chance for
lenders” says Rishabh Goel

When Benjamin Franklin said, “Don’t
put off until tomorrow what you can
do today”, he obviously didn’t hear about
‘Buy Now, Pay Later.’ BNPL is well on its
way to becoming a way of life for the
young consumer, who is wary of credit
cards, or lacks the credit worthiness to |
qualify for one, and prefers the visibility

and flexibility provided by BNPL

offerings. )

According to Credgenics, a digital f
debt collection platform, India’s BNPL industry is expected to grow
over ten-fold within four years as tens of millions of online shoppers
take interest-free credit with fewer hassles.

The last couple of years have seen a growing number of Fintech
companies offering lines of credit to young spenders seeking short
term, smaller ticket loans to purchase small ticket items, which they
hope to repay fast. Unfortunately, this process isn’t as simple as it
sounds. Because, unlike credit cards which offer a single point of
contact (the card issuing bank), BNPL schemes involve an NBFC
providing a loan, while the Fintech company provides the interface —
that’s two different players for one short term consumer loan.

“The higher adoption of digital transactions by end customers
during the pandemic provides a unique opportunity for lenders to
leverage tech advancements in this space. Credgenics enables
completely digitised loan collections process including
communications along with a digital payment platform to deliver a
seamless experience for end customers,” says Rishabh Goel, CEO and
Co-Founder, Credgenics.
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I spoke to him and hé is not retmng He was disappointed with his performance and that’s why he might have put out that tweet. But he has deleted |t and he is definitely not retiring

|
|
i

CSK CEO on Rayudu tweet

Russell

PTI W PUNE

mran Malik was back in his

l | groove after a few forget-
table outings as he ran
through Kolkata Knight Riders
top-order before Andre Russell's
counter-attacking unbeaten 49
took his side to a fighting 177 for
6 against Sunrisers Hyderabad in
a must-win IPL game on Saturday.

It was Russell (49 not out off 28
balls) along with Sam Billings (34
off 29 balls), who added 63 runs for
the sixth wicket to give the total a
semblance of respectability after
KKR were in trouble at 94 for 5.

KKR added 58 runs in the last
five overs, mainly due to Russell as
he hit three sixes off three full-toss-
es bowled by off-break bowler
Washington Sundar (0/40 in 4
overs).  Malik (3/33 in 4 overs),
who had gone for 120-0dd runs in
his last 10 overs (across 3 games)
and that too wicketless, was back
in his element as he bowled fast
and straight to get rid of Nitish
Rana (26 off 16 balls), Ajinkya
Rahane (28 off 23 balls) and skip-
per Shreyas Iyer (15 off 9 balls) in
his first two overs to peg back
KKR.

He did get good support from
T Natarajan (1/43), who nailed the
block-hole deliveries with perfec-
tion, getting rid of Rinku Singh (5),
who missed out on taking review
although it would have counted for
little.

Venkatesh Iyer's "second sea-
son blues" continued as he chopped
one from Marco Jansen (1/30 in 4
overs) onto the stumps. As
far as Rahane is concerned, he has

takes

.

well past his IPL sell-by date and
even three sixes couldn't hide the
fact that he played a lot of dot balls
and once he started cramping, it
became even more difficult to
rotate the strike.

Finally he was out when he
slashed hard at a wide rising deliv-
ery and Shashank Singh at sweep-

er cover fence maintained perfect
body balance in a side on position
to latch on to the catch.

The KKR batting finally looked
good when Russell and Billings
took the attack back to the
opposition camp with some big
blows after initial period of
struggle.

KKR to 177 for 6

%’

While the Jamaican had three
fours and four sixes to his name,
Billings, on his part, hit three
fours and one maximum.

Towards the end of the innings,
wily Bhuvneshwar bowled his
change-ups to lessen Russell's scor-
ing areas as he had an impressive
13 dot balls in his entire spell.

GT eye top-2 finish with win
over out-of-reckoning CSK

PTI B MUMBAI

heir play-offs berth already

I secured, high-flying Gujarat

Titans would look for noth-

ing less than a win to ensure a top-

2 finish when they take on out-of-

reckoning Chennai Super Kings in

an Indian Premier League match
here on Sunday.

Under the brilliant leader-
ship of Hardik Pandya, GT rose
above expectations to book their
play-offs berth with two matches
in hand.

GT are currently at the top of
the table with 18 points from 12
games and a win on Sunday will
more or less secure them a top-2
finish, which means they will get
an extra chance of making it to the
final.

Lying at the second-last spot,
defending champions CSK are
out of the competition and will
play for pride in their remaining
two games.

While GT ensured their play-
offs berth after a comprehensive
62-run win over Lucknow Super
Giants, CSK slumped to a five-
wicket loss against Mumbai
Indians.

Young opener Shubman Gill,
skipper Hardik, David Miller,
Wriddhiman Saha and Rahul
Tewatia have been GT's batting
mainstay throughout the season
and they would be hoping to carry
on in the same vein.

The credit for GT's phenom-
enal run in their opening season

largely goes to their ability to fight
back from adverse situations.

But of late, GT's batting unit
has misfired and Hardik would be
looking for some consistent per-
formances from his batters.

In their last match, only Gill
(63 not out) made a substantial
score and batted through the
innings to take GT to a modest
144 for 4, which they defended
with ease.The GT team manage-
ment would also be hoping for
Hardik, Miller and Tewatia to
return among runs.

But GT's main strength is
their potent bowling attack, com-
prising world-class bowlers like
Mohammed Shami, Lockie
Ferguson and Rashid Khan.

Shami, the team's highest
taker with 16 scalps, has been
lethal upfront, while Ferguson's
ability to generate pace is a cause
of concern for any batting line-up.

Rashid too has got his mojo
back after a slow start, scalping
four wickets in the last match and
when on song, he can tear apart
any batting line-up.

Yash Dayal too has been
among wickets but his economy is
a cause of concern, while R Sai
Kishore has complemented
Rashid perfectly in his first game.

GT's main recipe for success
has been a considerably mel-
lowed down Hardik, who seems to
be relishing the responsibility of
captaincy. CSK, meanwhile, have
endured a nightmarish season
with nothing working for them
from the start.

MS Dhoni's decision to hand
over captaincy to Ravindra Jadeja
backfired as the all-rounder never
looked in his comfort zone with
the responsibility, forcing him to
return the leadership mantle to
the talismanic stumper.

Rohit, Pant, Rahul, Bumrah to be rested for SA

series; Dhawan, Pandya In line for captaincy

PTI B NEW DELHI

any seniors including captain

Rohit Sharma and KL Rahul
are all set to be rested for the
upcoming five-match T20 series
against South Africa, with an eye
on the marquee tour of England in
July.

Besides, the national selection
committee is also set to excuse
Jasprit Bumrah and Rishabh Pant
from the engagements against the
Proteas.

It is understood that veteran
opener Shikhar Dhawan and all-
rounder Hardik Pandya, who has
impressed one and all with his cap-
taincy for Gujarat Titans in IPL-
15, are in reckoning for the lead-
ership role for both South Africa
and the short two-match T20I
series against Ireland.

India finish second
In shooting at

The T20 rubber agalnst the
Proteas will start in the national
capital on June 9 with the remain-
ing matches being held at Cuttack,
Visakhapatnam, Rajkot and
Bengaluru respectively.

The squad for the SA series is
likely to be selected on May 22 --
the last day of the league phase of
this edition of IPL -- in Mumbai.

The PTI has already reported
that an out-of-form Virat Kohli
will also be given a much-needed
break but it is understood that for
the selectors as well as the BCCI,
the tour of England starting early
July is paramount.

"All the senior India players
will get at least three and half
weeks of complete rest. Rohit,
Virat, KL, Rishabh and Jasprit will
all directly go to England for the
fifth Test' following the white-ball

series. We need all our key play-
ers to remain fresh for the England
series," a senior BCCI source privy
to the development told PTI on the

condition of anonymity.

As a part of workload manage-
ment, all the senior all-format
players will not be part of the next

seven T20 Internationals.

Asked about captaincy, the
source said: "The selectors have a
couple of choices. Shikhar
Dhawan, as he has already cap-
tained India in absence of Virat,
Rohit and Rahul during last year's
Sri Lanka series.

But Hardik Pandya's impres-
sive captaincy for Gujarat Titans

~ hasn't gone unnoticed. So it will be

a close call," he added.

While Umran Malik has gen-
erated considerable excitement
with his 150 kmph plus pace,
there is a feeling that he is too raw
and time with the India A team
could help him develop better.

While he remains in the mix
with death overs specialist
Arshdeep Singh, the man who is
emerging as a 'Dark Horse' is
Lucknow Super Giants' left-armer

Mohsin Khan. "Our pace bowling
department is set and selectors
might not experiment too much,"
he said."

But yes, Mohsin has
impressed almost everyone with
his pace, bounce and swing in
this edition. He does have a
chance.

Having said that, not ruling
out Umran or Arshdeep either,
but Mohsin might just be slight-
ly ahead," he added.

It is understood that most of
the players who recently played
in the T20 series against Sri
Lanka and the West Indies are set
to be retained irrespective of their
current IPL form. Obviously
Suryakumar Yadav or Ravindra
Jadeja's injury needs to be factored
in and Deepak Chahar will also
not be available.

20 injured in Milwaukee shootings
after Bucks playoft game

AP B MILWAUKEE

Twenty people were injured in two shootings
in downtown Milwaukee near an entertain-
ment district where thousands of people had been
watching the Bucks play the Celtics in the NBA's
Eastern Conference semifinals, authorities said.

None of the injuries from either shooting
Friday night were believed to be life-threatening.

The first shooting, involving three victims,
occurred adjacent to the Deer District — an enter-
tainment district with numerous bars and restau-
rants where large crowds often assemble for major
sporting events.

The Milwaukee Fire Department said author-
ities took two people to a hospital, a 30-year-old
man and a 16-year-old girl, and a third person
drove to a hospital.

Police said a 29-year-old man was in custody.

Seventeen more people were injured in a sec-
ond shooting about two hours later, which hap-
pened a few blocks away.

Ten people were taken into custody and nine
guns were recovered, WTM]J-TV reported.

There was no immediate indication whether
the two shootings were related or involved fans
who were watching the game.

Witnesses told WTMJ-TV that they saw a
fight outside a bar following the basketball game.

Bill Reinemann, a parking attendant at lot
adjacent to Deer District, said he heard gunshots
but didn't see anyone get shot or see the shooter
during the earlier shooting.

“It sounded like six to eight gunshots,” he said
“It was close”

After the shots were fired, scores of fans began
running toward the Deer District, he said.

Reinemann, who has worked the lot for 18
years, remained at his post even as fearful Bucks
fans ran past him.

“I sat in my chair here the whole while,” he
said.

“The incident took place outside of the Deer
District area. We direct all questions to the
Milwaukee Police Department,” Bucks spokesman
Barry Baum said.

Boston defeated Milwaukee in the game to
force a Game 7 in the series.(AP)

Amandeep f|n|shes 13th and Vani 23rd in Switzerland

PTI @ FLUMSERBERG

Amandeep Drall held steady and
carded 1-under 71 to finish
inside Top-15 as she totalled 2-under
213 at the 2022 Flumserberg Ladies
Open here.

Fellow Indian Vani Kapoor
dropped a triple bogey late in the day
on the Par-5 16th. Despite that she
fought back for a birdie on 18th to
card 73 and finished tied 23rd.

Amandeep dropped a shot on
fifth, but picked birdies on Par-3s on
seventh and 11th.

Vani, playing with Amandeep in
the same group, birdied the open-
ing hole and then parred the next 14.
She had a disastrous triple bogey on
16th which spoilt her run. She
birdied 18th for some consolation.

Dutch amateur Lauren Holmey
won the tournament after a final day
round of 2-under 70. The 19-year-
old won by a single shot in just her
third LETAS event.

After 14 straight pars to begin

her round, Holmey hung in at the
top of the leader board, before
back-to-back birdies on the 15th and
16th saw her through at the GAMS-
Werdenberg Golf Club.

One shot behind the winner
Holmey was Germany's Patricia
Isabel Schmidt, who rattled in eight
birdies and an eagle on the way to
a score of 66 (-6) on the final day.
Sweden's Anna Magnusson fin-

ished third on -6 after a final day
score of 70 (-2), albeit having
reached -8 with a birdie on the 13th,
only for two bogeys on her last five
holes to see her drop back into the
pack.

The next LETAS event is the
PGA Championship Trelleborg
which takes place on May 19-21 at
Tegelberga Golf Club in Sweden.
PTI Cor

Swiatek equals Serena Williams
with 27-match winning streak

AP m ROME

N since Serena
Williams seven years
ago has another woman
had such a hot streak.

Top-ranked Iga Swiatek
routed Aryna Sabalenka 6-
2, 6-1 on Saturday to
extend her winning streak
to 27 matches and reach the
Italian Open final.

Williams won the same
number of consecutive
matches over 2014 and
2015.

Aiming to defend her

the Foro Italico.

Rome title and win her
fifth straight tournament,
Swiatek dominated the
eighth-ranked Sabalenka
with a mix of power, con-
sistency and finesse.
While she struggled
with her serve at times,
Swiatek was able to consis-
tently crush both forehand
and backhand winners on
the slow, red clay court at

The 20-year-old Polish
player also hit a delicate
backhand half-volley win-
ner in the final game of the

first set.

Swiatek had the same
number of winners and
unforced errors, 15, while
Sabalenka produced just
eight winners and had a
whopping 31 unforced
errors.

The  hard-hitting
Sabalenka took a medical
timeout late in the second
set and had her back treat-
ed. later

Swiatek, who was a sur-
prise champion at the
French Open in 2020 when
she was ranked No. 54,

weekend.

Tsitsipas.

will be the favorite to add
a second title at Roland
Garros when the year's sec-
ond Grand Slam starts next

First, though, Swiatek
will face either Ons Jabeur
— who is on a 10-match
winning streak — or Daria
Kasatkina of Russia in
Sunday's final.

The men's semifinals
featured Novak
Djokovic against Casper
Ruud and Alexander
Zverev against Stefanos

PTI B KARACHI

he Pakistan Cricket Board has assured

its Sri Lankan counterparts that it had
no hesitation touring the country for a
two-Test series in late July-August, despite
the ongoing unrest in the island nation.

"We are always ready to support Sri
Lanka Cricket even in difficult times and
we have no issues touring the country for
the test series,” a PCB official said.

Sri Lanka Cricket (SLC) is facing prob-
lems due to the current uncertain politi-
cal and economic situation prevailing in
the country with daily violent protests on
the streets against the government.

Cricket Australia which is to send its
team to Sri Lanka before Pakistan has said
it is monitoring the situation and will take
a final decision based on it.

But the PCB official said that it was the

Pakistan will go ahead with tour of Sri Lanka, $ays PGB

call of the Sri Lankan cricket and Pakistan
would just follow their path.

August.

Sri Lanka is facing its worst econom-
ic crisis with only 12 hours of electricity
being provided to the locals who are fac-
ing severe fuel shortage.

"We have a very strong relationship
with the Sri Lankan Board, the two coun-
tries have always supported each other in
difficult situations," the official said.

He added that Pakistan would not
refuse to play the series in July and

"Whatever decision the SLC deems best
we will accept it playing in Sri Lanka or
even at a neutral venue," he said.

Pakistan was also due to play three
ODIs on the tour but the SLC requested the
PCB to drop the white ball matches as they
wanted to start their Lanka Premier League
earlier by a week.

Deaflympics

PTI W NEW DELHI

India wrapped up their shooting assign-
ment at the 24th Deaflympics in Caxais
do Sul, Brazil, by finishing in second place
with three gold and two bronze medals.

Only Ukraine finished ahead of the 10-
strong Indian contingent, with six gold and
an overall tally of 12 medals. It was a com-
mendable performance by the Indian
shooters in ensuring the country's best-ever
performance at Deaflympics.

India currently ranks eighth on the
medals table with seven gold, one silver and
four bronze medals.

This is the first time an Indian shoot-
ing team has participated at the
Deaflympics on the initiative of the National
Rifle Association of India (NRAI).

An elated NRAI secretary general K.
Sultan Singh said, "It makes me even
prouder to have such a dedicated and high-
quality team of professionals at NRAIL
Without their hard work and dedication
this phenomenal performance would not
have been possible in such a short time.

"Our coaches Anuja Jung and Priti
Sharma even went to the extent of learn-
ing sign language to better impart coach-
ing.

"My President Mr. Raninder Singh, for-
ever the shooting promotion man, also
made it very clear from day one that there
should be left no stone unturned in the
preparations of the squad."

He also thanked the Sports Authority
of India and the Sports Ministry for sup-
porting the shooters.

"The Hon. Minister, Anurag Thakur,
MYAS, was himself at hand to flag-off the
team, inspiring confidence and providing
much deserving recognition to the deaf
shooters."

Dhanush Srikanth was the star of the
shooting squad, bagging two gold medals
in the men's 10m air rifle and 10m air rifle
mixed team competitions respectively.
Priyesha Deshmukh was his partner in the
mixed event.

Abhinav Deshwal won India's third
gold medal in the men's 10m air pistol event
while Shourya Saini in the men's air rifle
and Vedika Sharma in the women's air pis-
tol won individual bronze medals.

A Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) was signed between the NRAI and
the All India Sports Council for the Deaf
(AISCD), just three months ahead of the
Games, whereby the national governing
body of the sport would be involved
actively from the trials to selection to coach-
ing and training of the team for the
Deaflympics.
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It’s too short, and
you're too special. |
— Ariana Grande |
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i
Don't ever doubt ‘.
yourselves or waste a gﬂ.
second of your life. - 1
-

There isa wide
recognition that the
creation of the I1AS
was one of the
cardinal follies of the
wise. It is irrelevant to
the people at large
but it has made itself
hugely useful to the
political class, writes
MANOJE NATH
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fficers of the Indian

Administrative Service (IAS) who

demonstrate the capability to make

money from the system ,and make

it fast , inevitably endear them-
selves to people in power. So , whatever the out-
come of the ongoing investigation against
Jharkhand Mines and Industry secretary Pooja
Singhal, IAS , it will not interfere with the
chances of her appointment as Chief Secretary
of Jharkhand , when her time comes. In its brief
history of twenty years as a separate state,
Jharkhand has honoured three such IAS offi-
cers by appointing them as Chief Secretaries .
Among officers so appointed was a gentleman
who was facing trial in two cases related to
financial irregularities in purchase of fertil-
izer. Another one had spent many months
in jail on charges of forcing entrepreneurs to
donate money to his NGOs and finally won a
reprieve from the Supreme Court . A third offi-
cer who was convicted in an animal husbandry
case, and perhaps died in jail, had two stints
as chief secretary of Jharkhand. Jharkhand’s case
may be an exception, but in popular imagi-
nation IAS officers can make money not only
with impunity but with honour .

There are two standard explanations for
the steady diminution of the stature and pres-
tige of the IAS . The first consists of playing
down the well-founded criticisms of servility
and capitulation, corruption and chicanery.
Even though sometimes the merit of the crit-
icism is granted , its significant contribution
to the polity and society is dwelt upon at great
length; distortions and aberrations that may
have crept in are laid at the door of the many
extenuating circumstances.

If the IAS has failed it is because the coun-
try has failed ( or is failing at an accelerated rate)
. is only the extreme formulation of such an
approach. The other strategy is to deflect- and
devalue - the criticism by outwitting and
silencing the critic with a more vehement self-
critical diatribe, an anguished self-loathing of
their own, as if the act of advertising could, in
itself, absolve the service of all the sins that were
being advertised.

The IAS, according to one view, requires
a particular kind of society to function to its
full potential , something like the idylls of
Nehruvian era. The post-Independence lead-
ers and influencers like Nehru, Patel, Rajendra
Prasad, Ambedkar, Madan Mohan Malviya, T
T Krishnamachari, Acharya Kriplani, Jyoti
Basu, Atal Behari Vajpayee, Jaiprakash Narayan
(to mention just a handful); industrialists like
JRD Tata, Jamnalal Bajaj, Dinshaw Petit and GD
Birla; editors like Desmond Doig, Arun Shourie,
Sunanda K Dattaray, Kushwant Singh, Frank
Moraes and Russi Karanjia have been mostly
replaced by pygmies and carpet baggers. These
people may win elections, make billion of dol-
lars in one year or run up huge TRP ratings, but
they are incapable of promoting public values
or morals, or establishing ethical corporate stan-
dards, or writing an editorial ( let alone inves-
tigating a story).

But that is hardly the case .The IAS has not
only been quick to limber up to the changed
political realities, it has scripted an even more
indispensable role for itself in the era of “pyg-
mies and carpetbaggers.”

Politics, to appropriate Balzac’s remark ,
has become like ,“Soldiering, ... chiefly a finan-

Jharkhand Mines and Industry Secretary Pooja Singhal was
arrested by the Enforcement Directorate ina money
laundering case.

cial undertaking, you need gold in order to do
battle, and you need to do battle in order to get
gold” Some governments are( were ) headed
by leaders from newly emergent political class-
es for whom English was not the language of
choice, who did not feel constrained by rules,
regulations etc and were quite upfront about
their intentionsto abuse their office for per-
sonal gains.

The longevity of governments challenged the
myths that the IAS had forged out of isolated
life stories of a young collector telling off a CM,

THE IAS HAS NOT ONLY
BEEN QUICK TO LIMBER
UP TO THE CHANGED
POLITICAL REALITIES, IT
HAS SCRIPTED AN EVEN
MORE INDISPENSABLE
ROLE FOR ITSELF IN THE
ERA OF “PYGMIES AND
CARPETBAGGERS.”

o

a chief secretary recording his dissent in days long
gone by, myths that made them intelligible to
themselves, provided them with their reassur-
ance during times of self-doubt. Governments
were there to stay; they were here today, they were
going to be here tomorrow. How long could they
wait out in the cold?

Though supposed to be unaligned, per-
sonally free and subject to the executive author-
ity only within a defined area, they choose to
be incorporated in the apparatus of political
power . Commitment to rule based gover-
nance, are pragmatically abandoned by such
officers . They are for the government , the gov-
ernment is for them.

An interesting example from marine biol-
ogy will serve as an apt metaphor. In the Bay
of Naples, a common sea slug medusa , and a
snail, start off as independent organisms but on
close encounter become conjoined in such a
manner that both the jellyfish and the snail
shed off a lot of themselves. A small portion
of the snail gets permanently affixed to the ven-
tral surface near the mouth of the jellyfish to
become one single organism. They get along
nicely in a symbiotic arrangement, exploiting
each other’s biological capabilities and yet
retain their specific otherness.

A clutch of trusted officers-the drastical-
ly edited version of service , the cadre may
have hundreds of officers, in an arrangement

reminiscent of the medusa and the snail, han-
dle the core sectors of the governments as also
the entire range of political purpose. The oth-
ers are keptina state of idle splendour. But
like an Englishman the IAS is “never at a loss
for an effective moral attitude ... you will never
find ... them in the wrong” It is responsible
for the marginalisation of its own service and
yet persists with the complaint of political
interference.

There is a wide recognition that the cre-
ation of the IAS was one of the cardinal follies
of the wise. It is irrelevant to the people at large
but it has made itself hugely useful to the
political class.In an unusual consensus, cut-
ting across their ideological divide , they have
found them to be even more valuable after
retirement than they are in service. As heads
of all the accountability institutions , all those
roadblocks to arbitrary exercise of executive
power, they render them defunct.In many
states you can find officers recruited in the 60s
, 70s, 80s making themselves useful to their
political masters in a myriad ways. To stand
an old saying on its head , “the dead lion is
even more valuable than the living donkey ”

The alliance of these two major institutions
has significantly altered the balance of power
much to the detriment of democracy.

Manoje Nath is a retired
Government servant .
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Every year, on May 17, World Hypertension Day

the pioneer

is observed in order to educate the public and
create awareness on high blood pressure (BP)
or hypertension which has no symptoms or

warning signs. The HEALTH PIONEER reports

n alarming one in four
Indian adults has high
blood pressure. Known

medically as hypertension,
many people don't even know they
have it, because high blood pressure
has no symptoms or warning signs.

“But only about 10 per cent of
them have their blood pressure
under control,” according to a
report by the India Hypertension
Control Initiative. Releasing the
report, Indian Council of Medical
Research Director-General, Dr
Balram Bhargava, emphasised on
making hypertension a national
priority.

Prashant Mathur, director of
ICMR’s Na Mathur, director of
ICMR’s National Centre for Disease
Informatics and Research,
Bengaluru, and corresponding
author of the study chips in that
“recognising the low awareness and
high rates of drop-outs between the
diagnosis of hypertension, its treat-
ment and control calls for better
planning of providing continuum of
care for high blood pressure.”

For both women and men, the
prevalence increases sharply with
age. The increase is for all categories
of hypertension, including pre-
hypertension, for both sexes. About
one-fourth of women and men
aged 40-49 have hypertension, says
the study.

The recent National Family
Health Survey 5 (NFHS-5) too pre-
sents an alarming picture of the
chronic disease. It shows that when
it comes to treatment, only 7 per

THE SILENT

KILLER IS CAUSED
BY STRESS AND
SEDENTARY
LIFESTYLE. IT CAN
LEAD TO A RANGE OF
DISORDERS SUCH AS
STROKE AND
DEMENTIA BESIDES
HEART AND KIDNEY
DISEASES. THE
UNION HEALTH
MINISTRY IS
PUSHING TO LOWER
THE PREVALENCE OF
RAISED BLOOD
PRESSURE BY 25 PER
CENT BY 2025.

cent women and 6 per cent men
who have been diagnosed with
high blood pressure are on medica-
tion.

The survey also found that 33
per cent of women and 46 per cent
men have never got their blood
pressures measured. Based on the
blood pressure measurement, the
NFHS-5 found 21 per cent of
women and 24 per cent of men are
having hypertension marked by
the blood pressure measurement of
140/90 or above.

IF YOUR BODY’S NOT RIGHT,
THE REST OF YOUR DAY
WILL GO ALL WRONG. TAKE
CARE OF YOURSELF.

— VL. ALLINEARE

<

When elevated blood pressure
is accompanied by abnormal cho-
lesterol and blood sugar levels, the
damage to your arteries, kidneys,
and heart accelerates exponential-
ly. According to a study presented
at the American Stroke Association’s
International Stroke Conference
recently, hypertensive young people
between the ages of 20 to 40 could
experience brain problems in their
midlife.

Last year, the World Health
Organisation modified its blood

you can prevent it

()

pressure control guideline, sug-
gesting that a systolic pressure of
130 should be the threshold to start
medication in people with a histo-
ry of heart complications or other
risk factors whereas for others such
a threshold would be 140/90.
Fortunately, high blood pressure
is easy to detect and treat. Blood
Pressure can be kept under control
in a healthy range simply by mak-
ing lifestyle changes, such as losing
weight, increasing activity, and eat-
ing more healthfully, say doctors.

YOGA REMEDY

shwar V. Basavaraddi, Director of

Morarji Desai National Institute of

Yoga (MDNIY) tells you , “We
have a range of yoga asanas, pranaya-
ma and meditation that help to open
up the chest cavity, improves lung
capacity and increases cardiopul-
monary function, which lead to
maintain physical activity for longer”
According to him, some of the Yoga

asanas that can help in beating high
blood pressure are: Tadasana without
heel raise/ Katicakrasana/
Ushtrasana/Gomukhasana/
Uttanmandukasana/ Bhujangasana/
Ardha halasana/ Shavasana / Yoga
Nidra/Abdominal Breathing (30
times)/ Nadi shodhan pranayama/
Sitali pranayama/ Bhramari pranaya-
ma and Dhyana.

Three-layered healthcare system to aid common man

Prevention is better than cure. Its significance can be witnessed in the tri-layered healthcare mechanism introduced by the
Governments. The mechanism encompasses Primary Healthcare Centres (PHCs), Community Healthcare Centres (CHCs)
and District Healthcare Centres (DHCs) after which big hospitals comes into play, whenever needed, says Gaurav Pandey

he objective of this mecha-

I nism is to ensure that larger

number of ailments shall be

diagnosed at the initial stage in

rural pockets or small towns and

effective medications may begin to
uproot it.

The importance of PHCs is
considerable as the locals receive
medical aid the moment symptoms
appear. Also, such Centres are
responsible for spreading awareness
about and bringing various govern-
ment healthcare measures to the
locals through Aanganvadi workers
and Asha workers.

If one does not get cured at the
PHCs, s/he is referred to the CHCs
which has adequately equipped
Diagnostic Laboratory as well. The
consultations and investigations
may help him to get fully cured. But
if there is no respite, s/he may be
sent to District Hospital and to
higher referral hospitals like All

India Institute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS).

It is quessential for every resident
to understand the nuances and struc-
ture of this mechanism. Talking of
private sector, a person visits a
General Physician also known as
Family Physician, usually an MBBS
degree holder. In case of common
diseases, a person gets cured there
itself. There are Polyclinics where
Specialists dealing with various body
parts and related ailments are avail-
able and a patient may get synergized
expert opinion of these Consultants
in case of two-three ailments.

Then there are Nursing Homes
where the patients can be admitted.
It falls under primary healthcare. The
bigger Nursing Homes equipped
with Operation Theatre (OT) and
Intensive Care Unit (ICU), they are
considered as second-level or
Secondary care Centres.

The big hospitals with more

The writer is an expe
in health care management

than hundred beds, fully-equipped
with latest machines, contemporary
Modular Operation Theatres, ICU,

facilities of CT Scan, MRI, in-house
pathology and Consultants related to
every speciality are available fall
under the category of Tertiary Care
Hospitals.

The hospitals where Robotics
Surgery, Proton Therapy, Heart
Transplants, Lung Transplants and
other advanced solutions are possi-
ble are known to be Fourth-level
Healthcare Hospitals which are at the
zenith in terms of providing medical
solutions.

It may be true that these mech-
anisms and levels come into play once
someone falls ill but it is important
for all of us to be aware of these struc-
tures so that the illness can be diag-
nosed at the initial level through
investigations and doctor's interven-
tions and prescriptions and can be
contained before it may cause serious
damages.

In abroad, the cost of keeping
every citizen healthy lies with the

Insurance Companies and the
Governments. There exist Diagnostic
Related Groups where annual med-
ical tests are carried out so that con-
tagious ailments can be contained in
time and the burden of paying for
cure and recovery may get lessened
from the shoulders of the Insurance
Company or Government.

Many Insurance Companies offer
annual health check-ups to those who
hold their mediclaim policies. The
private hospitals also play their active
part and offer significant rebates on
various investigation packages.

The government-run and private
hospitals organize free camps contin-
ually and the people in remote loca-
tions are investigated through mobile
vans and people must take benefit of
it without second thoughts as many
serious ailments get diagnosed in
time. More such drives are needed
which is possible by effective Public
Private People Model.
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When not pursuing their profession, a
breed of doctors prefer to wear different
hats to keep themselves fit and centered.
The HEALTH PIONEER tries to catch up
with them every week.

Docs ro il |
For Iron Man

What started as a pastime activity in 2010—participat-
ing in the 5K category at the Airtel marathon-— has
now become a passionate hobby for this 48-year-old medico.

Dr. Hariprasad G, Additional Professor at Department
of Biophysics, AIIMS, Delhi, has since then even successful-
ly completed the Olympic Triathlon (1.5 Km swim; 40 km
cycling; 10 km run) a few times in under three-and-a-half
hours.

His thirst for a bigger challenge unquenched, he is now
preparing for the Half-Iron Man Triathlon (1.9 km swim, 90
km cycling and a 21 km run) championship to be held this
year-end at the Talkatora-SPM Swimming complex. In
between this journey, Dr Hariprasad has graduated from a
5 km run to a 10 km and then half marathon and finally a
42 km Full marathon, which he comfortably does in four-
and-a-half hours.

He has participated in several marathons including
Mumbai, Standard Chartered Singapore, New Delhi and
Omaha to name a few. The most recent one was the
Hyderabad Marathon, which Dr Hariprasad recalls, was quite
a challenge considering the number of steep flyovers in the
city all along the route.

Hundreds of colorful medals from all these events and
the many glittering gold medals decorate the walls of the liv-
ing room of this clinician-scientist who along with his team
are currently investigating the A-Z of Omicron virus.

The father of two sons who balances out work-family-
friends-endurance training shares, “I mix-up of a lot of phys-
ical activities like walking, jogging, sprinting, swimming,
cycling, stair climbing, yoga, core exercises, skipping to get
the best out of my heart, mind and body”

Every event is a learning curve and the challenge only
gets bigger and more significant with each passing year, says
the doctor who has done his MBBS from a Karnatak Medical
College, Hubli and later did his post-graduation MD and sub-
sequently a PhD from AIIMS, Delhi. His inspirations are
sports legends such as Phelps, Dressel, Ledecky, Djokovik,
Federer, Nadal, and Kipchoge!

Of course, behind all these achievements is his rigorous
efforts, a strong-will and most importantly the support of his
family, particularly his better half Roopa, a doctor herself who
is into cervical cancer prevention at National Institute for
Cancer Prevention and Research, Noida. She doubles up as
his nutritionist and a personal chef, and ensures he gets the
right blend of food in the weeks leading up to the endurance
event, during the race and post-event. As a general rule he
usually consumes wholesome unprocessed food cooked at
home and avoids fast-packaged foods. Even delicacies be it
Pani puri, dosas, tacos, pasta, pan cakes, waffles and desserts
are given a yummy but healthy twist at Dr Roopa’s kitchen,
and it is this that helps him in ‘the long run, he chuckles.

“We always have a choice and end up with the easier one.
I decided to change that;” the doctor quips, adding that “Don’t
give up on your dreams, because you have no idea what all
you are capable of”

(Medicos may write to us at healthpl100 @gmail.com)

CUT DOWN BAD MICROBES

Healthy adults who eat a diverse diet, with at least 8-10 grams
of soluble fibre such as grains, beans, lentils, nuts and some fruits
and vegetables daily, have fewer antibiotic-resistant microbes in their
guts, according to a study by Agricultural Research Service scien-
tists and their colleagues in mBio.

‘AYURVEDA AAHARA’ ON THE PLATTER

The Union Ministry of Ayush and Food Safety and Standards
Authority of India (FSSAI) , India’s apex body for food regulation
has formulated regulations of safety and quality standards for food
products under Ayurveda Aahara’ category. This comprehensive
initiative will ensure manufacturing of quality Ayurveda food prod-
ucts and help in expanding the international market for Make-In-
India products.

NEW THERAPY FOR BREAST CANCER

The world's first subcutaneous therapy for breast cancer that
is effective and reduces treatment time by 90 per cent has been
launched in India, Roche Pharma said recently. The treatment by
Roche called PHESGO is the first ever fixed dose formulation in
oncology that combines two monoclonal antibodies: Perjeta (per-
tuzumab) and Herceptin (trastuzumab) with hyaluronidase. It is
administered via an under the skin injection in combination with
intravenous (IV) chemotherapy for the treatment of early and
metastatic HER2-positive breast cancer.

‘ONE STEP’ PORTAL FOR HEALTH INFO AT INDIAN EMBASSIES

Soon facilitation centres at Indian embassies across the world
will be set up for people wanting to travel to India for treatment,
said Union Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya while address-
ing a roundtable conference with senior IFS officers on Building
Brand India' in Delhi.
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Sinn Fein a game changer in Northern Ireland

he Sinn Fein’s historic win

in the Assembly election is
signaling a much-awaited
change in the power corridors
in Northern Ireland. It is the
beginning of a new era. The old
guards (Democratic Unionist
Party) were forced to give way
to a new political dispensation
(Sinn Fein) in last week’s elec-
tion. Once again what has
come to the forefront is that for
long the Sinn Fein has been
linked to the Irish Republican
Army (IRA), a paramilitary
group that used violent tactics
to free Northern Ireland from
British control. Once it used to
be the Catholics vs the
Protestants that led to a series
of violence for decades in
Northern Ireland. The IRA is
a Catholic and nationalist
organisation that conducted
an armed insurgency against
the state for a united indepen-
dent Ireland whereas the DUP
mainly evolved from Protestant
Unionist Party that itself came
out of the Ulster Protestant
Action Movement.

This election has spear-
headed a new debate, a new
narrative and a new future in
this part of the UK. The total
number of seats in the
Assembly is 90, but con-
stituencies are only 18. The
Sinn Fein won 27, DUP 25,
Alliance Party 17, Ulster
Unionist Party 9, Social
Democratic and Labour Party
8, and the rest of the smaller
parties and independents one
each.

In the 2017 election, the
DUP won 28 seats and Sinn
Fein 27. The margin of victo-
ry between the two main rival
parties was very narrow. In
2017, the Social Democratic
and Labour Party won 12 seats,
the Ulster Unionist Party 10,
the Alliance Party 8, the Green
Party 2, while the People Before
Profit and Traditional Unionist
Voice had one seat each.

What does this victory of
Sinn Fein mean for Northern
Ireland? It means a lot for the
party as it has won a majority
for the first time in the
Assembly election. And for
the DUP, it is a loss of face. The
Sinn Fein has received the
most first preference votes in

PERSPECTIVE

the election. The party said that
the Brexit move unleashed by
the Boris Johnson Government
in Britain accelerated the
debate on reunification with
the EU member Ireland
because most of the Northern
Irish people voted to remain
with the Union. The Good
Friday Agreement of 1998
recognises the right of the
people on the island of Ireland
to reunify if border polls in
Ireland and Northern Ireland
support it. Whereas the exist-
ing British law says that the
Secretary of State for Northern
Ireland should order a vote if
it appears likely that a majori-
ty of voters want a united
Ireland but is unclear on how
that should be decided.
However, the Irish
Government must also agree to
the same.

Michelle O’Neill, the First
Minister of the Northern
Ireland Government, is the
first nationalist politician to
occupy that position since its
creation. During the election,
the DUP and the Sinn Fein
were battling hard for the top
post because it offers an enti-
tlement to nominate the next
First Minister. But it must be
noted here that the office of the
First Minister and the Deputy
First Minister is an equal office
with joint powers in Northern
Ireland. But what has been
termed as symbolically impor-
tant is the allocation of the
titles.

Why was it so important
for the DUP to win the
Assembly election in 20227 It
was indeed crucial for the
DUP to win the election as it
has been the most dominant
and largest political party since
the formation of Northern
Ireland in 1921 as a Protestant
majority province. Earlier the
Assembly was known as the
Stormont Parliament in the
name of the Stormont Estate in
East Belfast where the building
is located. Generally, the
Stormont is the commonly
used name to refer to the
Northern Ireland Assembly.

What is Sinn Fein all
about? Why is its win so sig-
nificant for Northern Ireland?
The Irish phrase “Sinn Fein”

j |
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From left, Sinn Fein’s John Finucane, deputy leader Michelle O'Neil, party leader Mary Lou McDonald, and Conor Murphy speak to the media at Parliament Buildings,

Stormont, Belfast, on May 9

AP

refers to “We Ourselves” or
“Ourselves”. The party was
formed by Arthur Griffith in
1905 when the very ideology of
Sinn Fein was brought into
practice. Originally Griffith
was the leader of the
Cumannnan Gaedheal i.e.
“Party of the Irish”. But the cur-
rent form of Sinn Fein emerged
only in the 1970s. The policy of
Sinn Fein enunciated by
Griffith highlighted passive
resistance to the British, non-
payment of taxes, the forma-
tion of an Irish ruling council
and independent law courts.

Untill the rise of the Easter
Rebellion or Easter Rising in
the month of April (24-29)
1916 in Dublin by the Irish
republicans, the Sinn Fein was
not in the limelight around the
world. This rising was all but to
challenge the colonial rule of
Britain over Ireland and to
establish an independent Irish
Republic.

It was an armed insurrec-
tion launched for the first time
during the Irish revolutionary
period. After this rebellion,
the Sinn Fein became the ral-
lying point for a new brand of

ultranationalist sentiment
which is also known as
“Republicanism” The fury of
the nationalists could well be
gauged from the historic
proclamation of the Republic
published in 1916. The procla-
mation known as the “The
Provisional Government of the
Irish Republic to the People of
Ireland” clearly says: “Irishman
and Irishwomen, in the name
of God, and of the dead gen-
erations, from which she
receives her old tradition of
nationhood, Ireland, through
us summons her children to
her flag and strikes for her free-
dom... We declare the right of
the people of Ireland to the
ownership of Ireland and to the
unfettered control of Irish des-
tinies to be sovereign and inde-
feasible...” This clearly hints
that the Irish people wanted to
come out of the colonial yoke
of British imperialism when the
latter was fighting the First
World War in Europe.

Sinn Fein’s basic objective
is to unite all the 26 counties of
the Republic of Ireland and 6
counties of Northern Ireland
under the umbrella of a

Democratic Socialist Irish
Republic. For many years, this
part of Ireland had the
“Troubles” or better known as
“Northern Ireland Conflict”
that ravaged the land from
1968 to 1998. It was clearly a
bloody flight between the
Catholic and the Protestant
community of Northern
Ireland about their relationship
with Britain.

Against this background,
the historic win of the Sinn
Fein is to be taken seriously by
the people of Ireland, the
Republic of Ireland and of
course by Britain. Now the
political situation in Northern
Ireland has become fragile. It
seems the unionist DUP will
not join the new government
until the post-Brexit custom
arrangements.

The Sinn Fein, the single
largest party, now has the right
to occupy the post of the First
Minister. But a functioning
Executive cannot be estab-
lished without the DUP taking
the role of the Deputy Minister
in the new government. As per
the constitutional mandate of
Northern Ireland, the DUP

has to take the required role of
the Deputy in the power shar-
ing agreement. If this power
sharing does not take place, it
could trigger a constitutional
crisis in Northern Ireland.

After the withdrawal of
Britain from the 28-member
European Union (EU) in 2020,
the relationship between the
UK and Northern Ireland and
between the EU and Northern
Ireland has come into question.
And to set it right, what has
emerged is known as the
famous Northern Ireland
Protocol or post-Brexit
Customs Arrangement Deal.
Under the protocol, checks are
needed on goods coming into
Northern Ireland from the
UK. Since it came into force
from the beginning of the 2021
when Britain formally left the
EU, the protocol became a
bone of contention between the
UK and the EU.

Many wonder why the
Unionists are against the deal.
The Unionist parties are
opposed to the protocol as to
them placing physical border
across the Irish Sea absolutely
undermines the longstanding

union they advocate between
Northern Ireland and the UK.
Paul Givan of the DUP in fact
resigned over this matter as the
First Minister of Northern
Ireland in February. Just before
the Assembly election, in a
public debate Sir Jeffrey
Donaldson, the leader of the
DUP, made it clear that his
party may not take part in the
new government unless the
outstanding issues around the
protocol are solved amicably.

Today, leaders like
Donaldson have voiced con-
cerns about a decisive action on
the protocol at the earliest.
Indeed, this protocol is very
necessary as the border is too
sensitive an issue which can’t be
ignored.

One must flash back on the
fragile history of Northern
Ireland and how the past peace
efforts came after decades of
armed fighting by the IRA
against the UK. And clearly, the
agreements to bring back peace
to this part of the UK also
included the removal of visible
signs of border. Now, if any
physical border is erected
between Northern Ireland and
Britain, this could rightly
threaten the historic peace deal
known as the Good Friday
Agreement or the 1998
Northern Ireland Peace Deal.

It is very clear that Sinn
Fein’s victory will not push for
the union of Northern Ireland
with the Republic of Ireland,
but it has simply started the
process. Britains future mea-
sures towards this part of its
territory may be more cautious
in the days to come. Politically
speaking, the Sinn Fein has to
go a long way to muster a clear
majority as the roots of the
DUP are still very solid in
many areas across the island.

(Dr Makhan Saikia has
taught political science and
international relations for over
a decade in institutions of
national and international
repute after specialisation in
globalisation and governance
from Tata Institute of Social
Sciences, Mumbai. He is the
chief editor of the Journal of
Global Studies, an internation-
al research journal)

It is very clear that
Sinn Fein’s victory
will not push for the
union of Northern
Ireland with the
Republic of Ireland
at once, but it has
started the process.
Britain’s future
measures towards
this part of its
territory may he
more cautious in the
days to come.
Politically speaking,
the Sinn Fein has to
go a long way to
muster a clear
majority as the roots
of the DUP are still
very solid in many
areas across the
island

MAKHAN SAIKIA

Islam and nation-state: Are they compatible?

Many scholars claim
that there is no
inherent issue
whether textual or
practice, within
Islam that makes it
incompatible with
the nation-state
system or even
democracy. The case
of liberal democracy
is a separate
category as many
argue that Islam is
inherently opposed
to such ideas

PREM ANAND MISHRA

Any discussion on the com-
patibility between Islam
as a faith and the idea of the
nation-state as a political, social
and economic reality has been
exhausted in the hegemonic
Islam and western modernity
debate. The text and practice
distinction has been a histori-
cal reality in Muslim societies,
and it remained equally sig-
nificant with the rise of the
nation-state system. The ques-
tion of the separation between
religion and politics has been
a different historical reality in
the pre-scientific world.

The religious experiences
among all faiths and societies
have a different trajectory.
However, there has been a
homogenised notion of such
division in Islam. The core
vision of Islam doesn't make
any distinction between sacred
and secular, and political and
temporal. The argument is that
politics can’t be separated from
Islam as its core value.

Propagators of such ideas
were not just orientalists but
have been equally among
Muslim scholars. The division
between din (religion) and the
dawla (state) has been a usual
practice in Muslim societies
since its origin, notably after
Islam emerged as an organised
form of life and the emergence
of Islamic empires. But the
question remains “why is it a
contested concept, and are
they compatible™?

The nation-state system is
a few centuries old idea born in
modern Europe. The nation-
state system came to Muslim
societies only in the 20th cen-
tury, under two separate cir-
cumstances: the collapse of
the Ottoman Empire and the
rubric of European colonial-
ism.

The gaze of orientalism has
been a central episteme in cre-
ating a sustained knowledge
power discourse over western
understanding of Islam and
thus the idea of the Muslim
world and idea of Islam has
been categorised as a singular
category. There is a vast gen-
eralisation over the accordance
given to Islam and nation-
state compatibility.

With failing democracies
and the rising number of fail-
ing states in the current world
system, and the authoritarian
structure in the majority of
Muslim states, there is a dis-
cussion whether Islam and
nation-state are compatible.

Religion and politics: An
Islamic context

The boundaries of reli-
gion have always crossed the
boundaries of politics and vice-
versa, both in practice and in
the language of Muslim
empires. James Piscatori argues
that Islam and the nation-
states debate has been broadly
discussed under two schools of
thought: Conformists and non-
conformists.

The non-conformists’ refu-
tation is based on the thrust
that comes directly from the
Quran, shaping the whole
human sphere of life; spiritual,
physical, individual, social,
economic and political through
the divine law called Shariah.

The non-conformists’ holy
will is supreme, and God’s
sovereignty doesn't allow the
human will to trespass God’s
divine decree.

After all, the human will is
the core idea of the nation-state
system, which defines the
whole sphere of life.

Therefore, God’s decree
under the command of the

Quran and Shariah would
decide the do’s and don'ts for
humans, which is insignifi-
cant in the nation-states sys-
tem. In this regard, the case of
Saudi Arabia is significant.
The Saudi Arabian case is
essential for two critical rea-
sons: It's where Islam finds its
origin, and for Muslims world-
wide, it’s the heart of Islam.

And secondly, the Saudi
State’s behaviour since the
state’s formation in 1932 under
the command of the King has
been an institutionalised form
that foretells the contemporary
image of Islam in Saudi Arabia.
This is to understand the mak-
ing of an institutionalised form
of Islam or official Islam as
many categories in Saudi
Arabia under the aegis of the
nation-state system.

This makes the case further
critical to know how the state
has dominated this space
despite being considered the
most conservative that follows
a strict religious command in
controlling the Saudi society, its
religiosity and the everydayness
of life.

In short, Saudi Arabia
defies the core nature of the
conformists’ view, and there-
fore, the question of legitima-
cy needs serious analysis.

The idea that despite being
the most conservative country
in the world that follows the
‘Wahhabi brand of Islam, Saudi
has managed to create a dom-
inant space for the idea of the
nation-state.

Therefore, the core
assumption of an Islamic state
is that authority, regardless of
the status of exercising power
over the subjects, is legitimate
according to the Islamic juridi-
cal theory if it follows divine
sources like the Quran and

Sunnah.

In that scenario, can a
Muslim majority state neces-
sarily become an Islamic state,
or it can only become gen-
uinely Islamic only by applying
the Quran and Sunnah and
Shariah laws in the realm of the
socio-political feature of the
nation as a basic constitution of
the country?

The two critical elements
of the Islamic state are com-
mand (amr) and prohibition
(nahy). However, the juridical
sphere of the state follows the
command and prohibition
based on jurisprudential (figh)
traditions based on the inter-
pretations of the divine com-
mand of the Quran and sayings
of the prophet.

Islamic philosophical/the-
ological and legal enquiry cre-
ates a fundamental difference
in the contested aspect of figh
traditions that have been divid-
ed among four schools in Sunni
Islam (Hanafi, Shafii, Maliki
and Hanbali)

On the issue of Shariah, the
vital principle for an Islamic
State has four primary dimen-
sions: First, enforcing ordi-
nances of Shariah.

Second, for an adminis-
trative position, any stipulation
of Shariah is unacceptable.
Third, a properly constituted
Islamic government is a
Muslim’s religious duty.
People’s consent is a part of
forming an ISIS; fourth, the
government comes into exis-
tence based on the people’s free
choice of the Quranic expres-
sion, “from among you.

“As Muhammad Asad
helps in understanding these
significant distinctions in the
rulings of Shariah based on
Fard (obligatory-omission of
which is a sin) and Mubah

(allowed) omission of which
doesn’t make a man sinner.

Mandub (recommended)
has merit in it, and the deletion
doesn’t lead to sin. Makruh:
Undesirable but committed
acts can't be a sin. Mutlag:
Neither meritorious nor sinful.
This significance of the diver-
sity of ruling Shariah directs
the Muslims to accept the
divine law (Shariah) and an
open road (Minhaj) where ijti-
had comes as a free enquiry
despite the place for Shariah as
divine law is the basis of the
Islamic state system for fulfill-
ing all spheres of life.

The practice, however,
through figh rulings, is based
on Qiyas. The room for the
state to create its dominance
comes from figh traditions in
the absence of no strict divine
commands.

The source of the state
sovereignty in an Islamic State
as a political framework for
Muslim unity and cooperation
and means for equity and jus-
tice is based on three guiding
principles: Injunctions of the
Quran and obey God, obey
the Apostle and those in
authority.

The injunctions, “He who
follows me, obeys God; and he
who disobeys me disobeys
God. And he who heeds the
Amir (head of the state)
observes me, and he violates
the Amir and disregards me.”

Therefore, a Muslim,
nature wise and superior inel-
igibility is a qualification under
Shariah for the head of the
state. In this sphere of a philo-
sophical-technological and
legal aspect, the Saudi state
commands its legitimacy and
creates a space for an official
and institutionalised form of
Islam.

Understanding official
Islam and its multivariate
dimensions

Despite the structural dif-
ferences, the genealogy of
Muslim societies and the his-
torical processes overwhelm-
ingly have placed Islam as an
ideology.

This whole idea of putting
Islam as an ideology is the root
of the concept of Dar-ul Islam
(House of Islam) and Dar-
ulHarb (House of war) and the
violent form of jehad as a lan-
guage of the Islamic empires
more than a Quranic com-
mand for Muslims against non-
Muslims.

This has been a galvanising
force for Muslims on the ques-
tion of brotherhood and social
justice. Second, the idea is
Islam needs to be politicised.
This has been a core factor of
Islamic revivalism. The Islamic
movement in the name of pan-
Islamism started during the
end of the Ottoman empire and
the rise of the western inter-
vention of colonial enterprise
in the heart of the Muslim
world.

This notion reached its
more politicised form after the
height of the Muslim
Brotherhood and found a rev-
olutionary expression in the
1979 Iranian revolution. The
argument here is that politics
in Islamic colleges lag in insti-
tutional development because
Islam lacks an organised priest-
hood.

This has had two conse-
quences. One is that there was
no effort of reformation in
Islam in the absence of insti-
tutional efficiency and the sec-
ond consequence is that the
ulama or clergies were never
established sufficiently to wield
real power and lacked the ide-

ology and organisational char-
acteristics.

It might be assumed there-
fore the future stability of Saudi
Arabia may well depend on
how the government balances
demands for political partici-
pation and the traditional con-
centration of power within the
Saudi elite. On the ideological
factor, a tendency in oriental-
ist tradition is that Islam is anti-
thetical to modernisation.

If the 1950s and the 1960s
were dominated by Arab
nationalism, the 1970s and
1980s witnessed the rise of
“Islamic fundamentalism,”
challenging secular ideologies
and Muslim governments by
appealing to religious dogma,
symbols, and rhetoric.

Democracies are failing
across the world under the
reign of authoritarianism, but
no other religious group
receives so much attention on
the question of compatibility as
Islam.

Hence, the final point that
many scholars offer is that
there is no inherent issue
whether textual or practice,
within Islam that makes it

incompatible with the
nation-state system or even
democracy.

The case of liberal democ-
racy is a separate category as
many argue that Islam is inher-
ently opposed to such ideas.
Still, even Turkey, Pakistan,
Iran, Malaysia, Indonesia, and
Algeria have classic compati-
bility cases between Islam
nation-state and their multiple
forms of expression, including
constitutional democracy.

(The writer is PhD from
Centre for West Asian Studies,
JNU, New Delhi, and is a former
journalist)
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KEEP STILLNESS INSIDE OF YOU
— DEEPAK CHOPRA
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MADHU KOTIYA

ARIES Mmarch 21-April 19

You are healthy, smart and reflect a good personality this
week. You prefer to stay active and are constantly
attempting to make things happen. You know how to
utilize your skills to create the world you want. Your skill
in smooth-talking and adaptability to any situation is
heightened, making you a comfortable and eased
person. On the work front, if you find no chance of
growth in the present organization then plan to switch
over your job, this is the right time. Just fill your resume
and send it to other companies. You are a creative and
logical person, you could be an asset to any company,
just realize your potentials. On the relationship front, you
will enjoy an entertaining and rewarding week. You will

LEO July 23-Aug 22

This week some water-borne diseases may trouble you. You
are a sensitive person, keep yourself safe from any kind of
infection. A company of a diseased person could alarm you.
Alcohol, unsafe water, and injuries should be avoided. If you
feel physically low take timely action. It is not advisable to
ignore your health. On the career front, a recent period of
confusion could be the reason for your current conflict. You
feel indecisive, under-confident person. You need to come
out of illusion and false intuitions. There may have been
misdoings, but they will eventually be revealed. There are
internal conflicts that need to be resolved soon. On the

| personal front, you will feel optimistic, upbeat, and hopeful
about your relationships. Committed relationships may rise

SAGITTARIUS Nov 22-Dec 21

This week you will experience new energy and stamina with
good health. You are a positive and grounded person. Put
your energy into creative pursuits. You never know what
your creations during this time might come to. Anyhow, you
will enjoy yourself and this task will deepen and enrich your
life. On the career front, some old acquaintances may prove
beneficial for your professional life. If you are looking for a
job, old connections, and associations will bring a smile to
your face. Recommendation and favour will work well for
you giving you an upper hand. Be alert, and remember that
lost opportunities are never regained. On the personal front,
relationships may be troubling, and you will feel frustrated.
The unhealthy mind of your near and dear ones may hurt

spend quality time with your loved ones. to new and better heights soon. your feelings.

Lucky number 12 Lucky number 18 Lucky number 18
Lucky colour Peach Lucky colour Indigo Lucky colour Silver
Lucky day Tuesday Lucky day Friday Lucky day Wednesday
Y 4 TAURUS April 20-May 20 VIRGO Aug 23-Sep 22 L ¢ CAPRICORN Dec 22-Jan 19

This week you need a thorough check-up of your health.
Stress may be overpowering you and cause health
problems. Be sure that you are paying adequate
attention to diet, exercise, and sleep. Keep a cheerful
| outlook. You will find depth and wisdom in solitude. On
|| the career front, you have excellent energy to
accomplish tedious work. Financially you feel secure.
The money will come from more than one source. You
may think about investing in property at this time. A new
project could be assigned to you making you busier and
~ financially benefitted. The week is not very good in
terms of a relationship. Troubles may arise in existing
relationships. You may tend to find faults in each other.
Trust and faith are missing. Work on this aspect.

This week you can perform the right action at any
given moment. You tend to feel you are the master of
your destiny. You have a shining personality and are
likely to embark on a new path. By being in tune with
the environment and with others you never go wrong
with your judgment. Professionally, there is a good
chance of realizing your potential and opportunities.
There is a need to be attentive and alert. For some of
you, a feeling of stagnation, and dissatisfaction is
taking a toll on you. Your career is at the stake. There
is a need to socialize and reconnect with people.
Connections and conversations sometimes prove
rewarding. On the personal front, there is a new love
interest possible. The existing relations will bloom too.

This week health looks promising. This is a great time to
try a new health care approach, especially preventative
care. Do not hesitate to try a new healer or to seek a
second opinion if you need that. On the career front,
additional duties and responsibilities may cause
tremendous work pressure and make you a workaholic. If
you are in such a situation, do not hesitate to ask for help
or delegate workloads. This way your efficiency will
increase, and the outcome will be decent. On the personal
front, you will enjoy unconditional love and affection this
week. There is purity in relationships. For those who are
looking for love, a soul mate in their life this is the time to
embrace the opportunity with open arms.

Lucky number 8
Lucky number 14 Lucky number 19 Lucky colour Magenta
| Lucky colour Green Lucky colour White Lucky day Friday
Lucky day Thursday Lucky day Tuesday
GEMINI may 21-June 20 LIBRA sep 23-Oct 22 AQUARIUS Jan 20-Feb 18

This week your determination and willpower are strong. It
will help you to face health challenges and put you in the
right direction for a disciplined life. Alcohoal, junk, and spicy
food which used to soothe your taste buds should be
'~ | avoided. Routine exercises, morning walks and a planned
~ diet create wonders for you. Stick on it, and timely medical
care will cure your existing diseases. Professionally, you
| will establish your strength. This is a rewarding week in
terms of your profession and job. People will listen to you
and respect your views. Those who are in a job may have
the reason to feel pride after the accomplishment of an
important project. On the personal front, you feel blessed,
looked after, and share cherishable moments with your
loved ones.

This week your passion for creative pursuits or hobbies
is consuming your time and energy. You spend your
time fruitfully. You are inspired and productive in your
pursuits and enjoying them. There is a satisfaction and
positive environment that surrounds you helping you to
enjoy the bliss of good health. On the career front,
there is a wake-up call for you, to change yourself for
the better, to get the realization, to get over the period
of confusion or misunderstanding. Do not stress over
them and stop thinking too much and start letting
things simply be. On the personal front, you must be
presentable, witty, enthusiastic, and ready to win the
heart of your loved one. There could be challenges, and
accusations and your spouse may be demanding.

his week your generosity, kindness, concern, and care
for others are appreciated. Health remains good for you,
and you may devote a good time to looking after your
ailing parents, relative or a friend. You are likely to follow
meditation, Yoga, Pranayama and other practices. You
feel relaxed, calm, and in tune with your body, mind, and
soul. On the career front, expect fairly a good period.
New venues for money earning could be opened for you.
The new job opportunity with better prospects will excite
you, and those who are unemployed will be getting an
! opening for themselves too. Old connections and
associations will be helpful. On the personal front,
prestige, glory, and status in society shall enhance.
Relatives will appreciate your endeavours.

Lucky number 20 Lucky number 11 Lucky number 2
Lucky colour Mauve Lucky colour Beige Lucky colour Pink
Lucky day Monday Lucky day Sunday Lucky day Sunday

CANCER June 21-July 22 PISCES Feb 19-March 20

This week you are filled with enthusiasm and new jest for
life. You will feel healthy and may experience a change of
perspective. New possibilities can be foreseen. This is also a
time to utilize your creative energies. On the work front, you
will find great success. Promotion or hike in status is likely
which will make you confident, secure, and well-established.
You are self-disciplined, energetic, and exert dynamic
control over life. You are the motivator and an inspiration to
your colleagues. This is the time when your intelligence,
wisdom and experience will pay you rich dividends. On the
personal front, your dynamic personality exudes charm and
impression on others. You are romantic, love is in the air,
and you admire, and appreciate your spouse with sweet
words that will rejuvenate your relationship.

0 SCORPIO Oct 23-Nov 21

Q This will be a very hectic week for you. Do not get
\ physically violent; otherwise, you could hurt yourself.
You are highly perceptive and intuitive too. You need to
control your emotions and ambitions. Avoid aggression
and any kind of arguments with the people around you.
On the professional front, there may be serious
problems in your workplace. This does not have to be
the end of the world or the end of your job but ignoring
these problems will not make them go away. You have
reached the point where you can now see what is best
for you. Take some quiet time to decide what your next
moves are. On the personal front, this is an
exceptionally good week for you. Warmth and affection
with the near and dear ones will increase.

This week you are sentimental and emotional and may get
worried about small issues. Physically you remain sound
and healthy, but mental tension and anxiety could make you
a diseased person. At times you are a moody,
temperamental, and unsocial person. Spiritualism,
meditation, and other Yogic practices could be immensely
helpful in making you a balanced person. On the work
front, you must put your best foot forward. Whether it is

| your energy, time, or money investment, you have worked
with full dedication and now waiting for the dividends. A
good message which could enhance your career is on the
card. On the personal front, relationships are smooth and
easy-going. People around you feel relaxed. Romance, love,
and new excitement are in the air too.

Lucky number 6 Lucky number 13 Lucky number 7
Lucky colouri Purple - » Lucky colour Brown Lucky colour Grey
Lucky day Friday A Lucky day Saturday Lucky day Saturday

Madhu Kotiya is a tarot card reader, spiritual healer, and Founder, MShezaim Institute of Tarot and Divination. Contact details: madhu@indiatarot.com, www.indiatarot.com, M: 9873283331

Identity your indwelling
potential for success

ASTROTURF
BHARAT BHUSHAN PADMADEQ

any in their prime youth are take a firm stand since he graduated. mischievous Neptune. Also, Mercury is friend, freewill and choice option will
Mignorant of their indwelling Kindly guide what suits him the most” placed opposite Uranus. As a conse- become meaningless if it is not backed

potential, which if pursued in Well, with his inherent leadership quence, you may carry the illusionary by free thinking without any precondi-
right earnest could grant easy success. abilities, he is supposed to hold responsi- idea of pursuing Art, but nothing signifi-  tioning whatsoever. You need to dis-
Their impressionable minds get drawn ble public office. “Does leadership ability cant is expected in this field. For, the criminate between ‘what you want’ and
towards many tempting influences. Ata  simply mean holding a high office? Why sense of Art seems to be missing. And ‘what is right. Also, bear in mind, if
time when they are supposed to makea  can't this ability be used in other fields?” this is an area which you can’t pursue there is choice option in hand, the prob-
decisive choice, they keep exploring vari-  Asked the youth. Well, leadership ability S mechanically, the insight has to sponta- ability of its use and misuse becomes
ous options, and keep moving direction-  is needed in every walk of life. But in q neously come out from within, the equal. And there is no free lunch in this
less. Some of them wish to pursue their your case, the Sun is posited in career " chances of which seems remote. world. You have to own up and bear
idealistic dreams, not realising that with-  signifying 10th house, which by itself “Sir, I am keen do humanitarian ser-  with the consequences of the choices
out building necessary resources, their means Government job. Moon is -'.! vices also. Why not get into this field. My made. It would be desirable to apply
efforts will go in vain. In many cases, favourably aligned to Saturn, which e leadership ability could be very well your faculty of discriminate intelligence
many interests that one would be having,  enables you with the capacity to hold a ’ q utilised here also” The young man came  to pick up the right lead. The problem
they mistakenly take it as their inner position of trust. Karmic Saturn tenanted e A out with his next question. Jupiter beau-  with you is your inflated ego, coming as
calling. One is within one’s own right to  in Aries sign is marked with central gov- " ’ tifully aligned to Neptune does bringin it may with Jupiter placed adverse to

pursue own path. But it is equally impor-  ernment. Further to that, Saturn is humanitarian streak. But it is important ~ Mars. That limits your scope of vision

tant to figure out how geared up youare  favourably aligned with Mars identified to note that you must have enough of to self-defined beliefs and perception,

and also time one€’s choices well. Their with administrative position. That fur- resources to pursue this line. Venus and not open to look beyond for reality

sense of independence playing heavyin  ther adds to your leadership abilities, placed adverse to Saturn will not let you  check. Unless you get out of this hang,

mind, they won't digest advice and coun- ~ who would be thorough in one’s work, build up the necessary resources. You you may not be able to appreciate my

sel of elders either. More often they end ~ having eyes even on minute details. All will be able to serve the cause of humani- advisory. Better pursue your strength

up frustrated, not knowing what next. put together makes you worth joining ty even while by being in government potential first and stabilise.. You can
Worried parents of one such youth, All India Services. service. pursue other interests simultaneously

toying with many fanciful ideas, but not “Sir, I have interest in Art. Why can't “Sir, it is difficult to counter your when you are comfortable.

able to decide came seeking guidance: I pursue this field?” The youth submit- logic. But somehow I am not able to

“Sometime my son wishes to pursue Art.  ted. Well, Venus well aligned to Mercury digest it. If we are so bound by destiny, The writer is an astrologer, vastu consultant

At other times he keeps toying with the does create interest in the field of Art. what is the meaning of freewill and and spiritual counsellor. Connect with him at

idea of working with an NGO to serve But then, Venus is ill disposed to limiting choice option available with human Tel: 91-11-9818037273/9871037272

people in need. He has not been able to Saturn, and is also adversely placed to beings?” countered the young man. My Email: bharatbhushanpadmadeo@gmail.com

Now you can write to us at agendapioneer@gmail.com




