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Forecast: Partly cloudy

Temp: 37
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Humidity: 55%
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to May 20 05:29 PM
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SNV SUDHIR
n VIJAYAWADA

In a major relief to Andhra
Pradesh government, an arbitral
tribunal at International Dispute
Resolution Centre for Arbitration
and Mediation (IDRC) in London
dismissed claim filed by Ras Al-
Khaimah Investment Authority
(RAKIA) for damages from
Indian government alleging
breach of  Bilateral Investment
Treaty (BIT), signed by India
and the UAE, on December 12,
2013 as the State had failed to sup-
ply bauxite ore available in Vizag
Agency tracts.  

RAKIA in 2016 raised interna-
tional arbitration for cancellation
of Bauxite Supply Agreement
(BSA) between state-run AP
Mineral  Development
Corporation (APMDC) and
ANRAK Aluminium Limited.

Anrak Aluminium Ltd is a
joint venture of RAKIA and
Hyderabad-based Penna Group.  

The IDRC tribunal, led by Lord
Hoffman as its chairman, and
comprising arbitrators Justice
Chandramauli Kumar Prasad and
J William Rowley dismissed
RAKIA’s petition  citing lack of
jurisdiction under BIT.

RAKIA claimed damages to
the tune of $273 million.

Alleging failure to supply baux-
ite and the cancellation of the

Bauxite Supply Agreement (BSA)
entered by AP Mineral
Development Corporat ion
(APMDC) with ANRAK, consti-
tuted a breach of the BIT, RAKIA
initiated international arbitra-
tion.  

“The Tribunal dismisses the
Claimant’s claims on the ground
that it lacks jurisdiction under the
BIT to entertain them.  By consent

the Tribunal  orders the
Respondent to pay US$105,000 of
the costs of the arbitration, being
cancellation fees payable to the
arbitrators in consequence of the
adjournment notified to the
Tribunal on 21 May 2021,” read
the Tribunal  Award seen by The
Pioneer

Concluding on the jurisdic-
tion, the Tribunal, in its 45- page
‘Final Award’,  said “We now
apply our conclusions about the
meaning of the BIT to the ques-
tion of whether it confers upon us
jurisdiction to hear the claim. 

The Claimant says this is con-
ferred by Article 10. We have
decided that upon its true con-
struction Article 10 applies only
when the dispute arises out of
Measures taken by the govern-
ments of India or Andhra Pradesh
and that those measures must
have been applied directly to the
Claimant’s investment. 

Minor girl 
‘gang-raped', 

2 arrested
PNS n GUNTUR

A minor girl was allegedly
gang-raped by two youths in
Nallapadu police station lim-
its. 

According to information
received, the 14-year-old vic-
tim is studying 9th Class and
she belongs to
Vengalayapalem village.

A youth took her from her
house stating that her
boyfriend was ill. She was
taken to a lodge at Inner Ring
Road. Later, she was alleged-
ly raped by the two youths.

The accused were said to be
engineering college students.
The victim was admitted to
Government General
Hospital. The Nallapadu
police reportedly held two
persons and launched a search
for another person.

Meanwhile, the Janasena
party leaders staged a dharna
at the GGH in protest against
the rape of a minor girl.  

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Senior IPS officer AB Venkateswara
Rao on Thursday, as per a GO
issued on Monday, reported at
GAD for posting. However, in the
letter and joining report to the
Chief Secretary, Sameer Sharma,
the 1989 batch IPS officer AB
Venkateswara Rao sought the gov-
ernment to issue appropriate
orders regarding the revocation of
his suspension as per the order of
the High Court that was upheld by
the Supreme Court.

“Abiding by the orders of the
Supreme Court, I reported for
duty on April 29, 2022. Orders set-
ting aside my suspension with
effect from  February 8, 2022 were
issued in the form of a secret GO
and served on me on May 18, 2022.
I hereby point out the fact that as
per orders of the High Court of AP

dated  May 22, 2020, my suspen-
sion was set aside and as a result,
it has to be revoked with effect
from February  8, 2020 and not
February,  8, 2022 and pending pay
and allowances have to be drawn
and paid for the entire period. I
request you to issue appropriate

orders in this regard in order to
comply with orders of the High
Court of AP and also to issue post-
ing orders,” Venkateswara Rao
wrote in the letter to the chief sec-
retary.

The former intelligence chief was
placed under suspension on
February 8, 2020, for his alleged
involvement in irregularities in
the purchase of security surveil-
lance equipment from an Israeli
firm.

In fact, soon after YSRCP came
to power in May 2019, he was
removed as Intelligence Chief and
was not given any post. Following
his suspension, he approached the
High Court, which set aside his
suspension. Later, challenging the
high court order, the state govern-
ment approached the Supreme
Court which had upheld the high
court order.

ABV seeks revised ‘appropriate’ order

New app for sale of TTD products soon
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Tir uma la  Tir up at i
Devasthanams (TTD) Executive
Officer (EO) AV Dharma Reddy
on Thursday directed the offi-
cials concerned to come up with
a new software application for
the sale of TTD products.

A review meeting on the sale
of TTD products including
Agarbattis, Panchagavya goods,
Dry Flower Technology artefacts
was held in the EO's Chamber in
TTD Administrative Building in
Tirupati. Speaking on the occa-
sion, the EO discussed in length

the status of the sales of all
products of TTD.

He instructed the finance
wing officials of TTD to prepare
the Cost Analysis reports of all
these products from time to
time. “This will help us to noti-
fy which product is selling on a

fast pace so that we can take up
wide publicity among the pub-
lic on the non-movable goods
and products”, he opined.

The EO has also directed the
concer ned  to  int ro duce
Discount Structure to the most
selling products. “Encourage

online payments in all sales
counters in Tirumala and an
exclusive products  counter
should be set up near Laddu
Counter area where the pilgrim
influx is more”, he said.

Adding further, the EO said,
ak in  to  t he  s a les  of  T TD
Calendars and Diaries, all these
products should also be made
available on-line through the
Postal Department.

“This will enable the pilgrim
devotees to purchase the goods
and products on-line though
they could not come to Tirupati
or Tirumala”, he maintained.

AV Dharma Reddy instructed the
finance wing officials of TTD to
prepare the cost analysis reports
of the products from time to time 

Intl tribunal dismisses claim by RAKIA
on scrapping bauxite ore supply pact
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PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The speeches and views expressed
by Jana Sena party chief K Pawan
Kalyan from the inception of the
party on March 14, 2014 to March
14, 2022 were brought in book
form by the media wing of
Janasena party.

Seven books containing Pawan
Kalyan speeches, opinions and
views, were presented to Pawan
Kalyan in Hyderabad.

Speaking on the occasion,
Pawan Kalyan said, “These books
have taken me by surprise and
delight. The books containing
seven anthologies will explain the
growth of the party.”

Pawan Kalyan said that the

journey shows how much the Jana
Sena Party has been with the peo-
ple and dedicated to the public
service. 

“Opinions expressing party ide-
ologies and procedures, speeches
made on public issues, political and
social issues are very useful for the
party ranks”, he said.

The books would be like a
guide, he said adding “These
books tell us how I responded to
the local problems and to the
state problems. I Thank the
Janasena media wing members,”
Pawan Kalyan said.

Pawan Kalyan’s political secre-
tary P Hari Prasad and media wing
representatives Chakravarti and
Venugopal were present.

MAJOR RELIEF TO AP GOVT

Varanasi court fixes
May 23 for next hearing

in Gyanvapi case

P5

One- year rigorous
imprisonment for  Sidhu
PNS n NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court Thursday
imposed a sentence of one-year
rigorous imprisonment on crick-
eter-turned-politician Navjot
Singh Sidhu in a 1988 road rage
case, saying any undue sympa-
thy to impose an inadequate sen-
tence would do more harm to
the justice system and under-
mine the public confidence in
the efficacy of law.

1988 ROAD RAGE CASE 

2
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KCR on nation-wide
tour from today
PNS n HYDERABAD

Telangana Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao will travel
across the country to participate in
various political and social events
at the national level. Delhi,
Chandigarh, Bengaluru, Shirdi,
West Bengal are Bihar are among
the places on the Chief Minister's
itinerary.  During his tour, he will
meet with dignitaries from politi-
cal, economic and media sectors.
He will extend support to the fam-
ilies of soldiers who died heroical-
ly for the country. 

Mukesh Meena
takes charge

as CEO

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Senior IAS off icer MK
Meena took charge as  Chief
Electoral Officer of AP on
Thursday. 

On May 13, the Election
Commission of India issued
orders appointing 1998 batch
IAS officer Mukesh Kumar
Meena as the Chief Electoral
Officer of Andhra Pradesh.  

Meena had taken charge
from outgoing CEO, K
Vijayanand. ECI had
appointed Meena as CEO
after consulting the State
government. Before assum-
ing the charge as CEO,
Meena was Commercial
Taxes department Secretary
and was also looking after
food processing. He was
relieved from all the State
government duties  before
joining as CEO. 

After assuming charge,
Meena was felicitated  by
the  outgoing  CEO,
Vijayanand.  Meena also
performed a special puja at
his new office.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Andhra Pradesh government on
Thursday suffered a setback as the
Supreme Court restrained it from
taking any further action against
Amara Raja Batteries Company.

The Supreme Court also issued
a stay order on the AP Pollution
Control Board’s show-cause notice
to the Amara Raja company.
Amara Raja challenged the AP
High Court verdict in the Supreme
Court on the pollution issue. The
Supreme Court issued notice to AP

government, PCB, Power
Distribution Company on hearing
of a petition filed by Amara Raja
Batteries challenging AP High
Court orders.

Setback to AP govt
in Amara Raja case

Jagan launches ‘Swatantra’ 
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister
YS Jagan Mohan Reddy has wished
the Swatantra news channel, being
launched shortly by Ascendas
Broadcasting Pvt Ltd, success.  The
Chief Minister on Thursday
unveiled the Swatantra TV news
channel's studios and test signal, vir-
tually from his camp office at
Tadepalli, Vijayawada. 

The Chief Minister telecommut-
ed to the studios in Hyderabad from

Vijayawada and congratulated the
staff and management. 

Managing Director of Ascendas
Broadcasting Pvt. Ltd and
Swatantra TV news channel B
Krishna Prasad explained the details
and modalities of the operation of
the news channel. 

He said that the news channel was
being launched with latest technol-
ogy, senior journalists, and profes-
sionals.  Government Advisor Sajjala
Ramakrishnareddy, Chief Secretary
Sameer Sharma, Information

Commissioner T Vijay Kumar
Reddy, Chief Minister's Secretary
Dhanunjay Reddy and others were
present on the occasion. Sajjala
Ramakrishnareddy appreciated the
programmes created by Swatantra
channel and congratulated the staff.

Editor Thota Bhavanarayana,
Executive Editor CHV Ramana
Rao, Assistant Editor Rama
Vishwanathan, Chief News
Coordinator A Amarayya and
Technical Consultant YS Sudhir par-
ticipated in the event. 

CM Jagan inaugurating Swatantra Channel’s studios and test signals virtually at his camp office at Tadepalli, Vijayawada on Thursday

DOCTORS' BODY PITCHES FOR REVIVING
CONCEPT OF FAMILY PHYSICIANS

T
he Academy of Family Physicians of India (AFPI) on Thursday
highlighted the need for reviving the concept of family
physicians and popularising family medicine as a clinical

speciality. World Family Doctor Day is being observed on May 19 to
highlight the role and contribution of family doctors in healthcare
systems around the world. "Family doctor is not a new concept in
India. Historically family doctors used to be generalist practitioners
who would not only act as health managers but as a friend,
philosopher, protector, and guide for a family," Dr. Raman Kumar,
President of the Academy of Family Physicians of India, said.

SOUTHWEST MONSOON EXPECTED TO
REACH KERALA EARLY NEXT WEEK

A
fter an early arrival over Andaman & Nicobar islands, south-
west monsoon is racing towards the mainland with the
weather office forecasting onset over Kerala by the middle of

next week. Conditions will continue to be favourable for further
progress leading to onset of Southwest Monsoon over Kerala
towards end of the week, the India Meteorological Department
(IMD) said on Thursday evening. If the onset of southwest
monsoon over Kerala happens this weekend, it will be the earliest
onset in recent years. Monsoon had reached Kerala on May 23 in
2009.

WORLD'S HIGHEST WEATHER STATION
INSTALLED ON MT. EVEREST

A
team of experts from the National Geographic Society
has installed the "world's highest weather station" on
Mt. Everest at an altitude of 8,830 metres to

automatically measure various meteorological phenomena,
the Nepalese media reported on Thursday. Nepal's
Department of Hydrology and Meteorology (DHM) said the
automatic weather station was installed a few metres below
the summit point (8,848.86 metres) last week as the snow
and ice on the summit are not suitable for fixing
equipment.

LANKA DECREASES LIMIT OF FOREIGN
CURRENCY PEOPLE CAN HOLD

S
ri Lanka's Central Bank on Thursday decided to
substantially decrease the limit of foreign currency a
person can hold in his possession to USD 10,000 from

USD 15,000 as the forex crisis has led to limited imports
with no gasoline in filling stations in the country facing the
worst economic crisis. Central Bank Governor Nandalal
Weerasinghe said that under the Foreign Exchange Act,
there is a limit anyone can hold foreign currency, which
used to be a value of maximum USD 15,000, Lanka 1st
news website reported.

Jana Sena brings out
7 volumes of Pawan's
speeches and views
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Intl tribunal dismisses claim by RAKIA...
Continued from Page 1

We have assumed that
APDMC’s repudiation of the
BSA can be treated as an act
of GoAP, that it caused loss to
ANRAK and thereby dimin-
ished the value of RAKIA’s
shares in ANRAK. But the
acts in question, although
having an indirect effect on
RAKIA investment, were
directly applied only to
APDMC and ANRAK. It fol-
lows that we do not have
jurisdiction and the claim
must be dismissed”.

Counsel Sam Wordsworth
and Siddharth Dhar appeared

for India and they were
briefed about the facts by
Dentons UK and Middle East
LLP and special government
pleader for Andhra Pradesh,
C Sumon.  

Anrak had set up alumina
refinery plant with 1.5 million
tonnes annual capacity at
Makavarapalem  in
Visakhapatnam district basing
on the assurance of bauxite
ore supplies mined by
APMDC from Vizag Agency
tracts.

Anrak had invested close to
Rs 5,600crs in setting up the alu-
mina plant in 2013. While the
agreement mandating supply of

224 million tonnes of bauxite
per annum was signed during
former chief minister Y
Rajashekhar Reddy’s regime, it
was scrapped in April 2016 by
the N Chandrababu Naidu gov-
ernment.  The  then Naidu gov-
ernment felt that the agreement
signed by the YS Rajasekhar
Reddy government was un-
favourable to APMDC and are
to be amended for better imple-
mentation and to enhance the
Revenue to the Corporation.

Later oOn Dec 8 2016,
RAKIA sent an international
arbitration notice to the Prime
Minister’s Office in India,
three ministries of the Union

government — mines, exter-
nal affairs and environment;
and the State Government of
Andhra Pradesh. RAKIA
made an arbitration claim,
seeking to recover the cost of
its investment in Anrak
Aluminium Limited. The
international arbitration
notice was served under the
India-UAE bilateral invest-
ment promotion and protec-
tion agreement (BIPA).

Subsequently, the Union
government had set up an
Inter-Ministerial  Group
(IMG) on the arbitration
notice served by RAKIA. The
IMG’s first meeting was held

in January 2017, under the
chairmanship of the then
Secretary -Mines Balvinder
Kumar.

Notably in December 2020,
Andhra Pradesh government
had constituted a high-level
committee of senior officials
to work out various possible
alternatives to resolve the
issue of International
Arbitration raised by RAKIA. 

Most importantly, the arbi-
tration won by India  in the
RAKIA case was the only
international arbitration won
by the country until now
under any   Bi lateral
Investment Treaty (BIT). 

PNS n AMARAVATI

The high-level delegation, led
by Chief Minister YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy, will be partici-
pating in the World Economic
Forum (WEF) annual meeting
at Davos from May 22-26.
Chief Minister YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy will be holding
discussions towards decarbon-
isation of the economy focus-
ing on Industrialisation 4.0.  

Andhra Pradesh, under the
leadership of Chief Minister YS
Jagan Mohan Reddy has set up
a pavilion in Davos with a slo-
gan 'People -Progress -
Possibilities' at Davos. The
State government is committed
to decarbonised economy and
it would also focus on invest-
ment opportunities

The State will showcase the
strategy followed to curb
COVID pandemic using
Testing - Tracing- Treatment

method and also the revolu-
tionary measures taken by the
government in Education,
Health and Development sec-
tors. Andhra Pradesh will also
focus on conventional energy
resources and industrial waste
treatment. 

The Government intends to
make room for the industrial-
ization of interconnectivity,

real-time data, mechanisation
and automation as part of the
goal of sustainable economic
progress and the Chief
Minister and the state delega-
tion will take part in the exten-
sive discussions in Davos in
this regard.

The resources and opportu-
nities available to the state to
become the right platform for

industrialization? 4.0 will also
be explained in the event. The
conference will also showcase
opportunities in the Bangalore-
Hyderabad, Chennai-
Bangalore and
Visakhapatnam-Chennai cor-
ridors to various industry bod-
ies and entrepreneurs. It also
describes how well-trained
human resources are being
developed. 

The State will showcase how
ports will contribute to
Industrialisation 4.0.

The State will also focus on
changes that need to be made
in industrial strategies.  The
State will focus on best compa-
nies for partnership in areas of
strengthening the process of
delivering products directly to
the doorstep, integrating it
with digitalisation, further
enhancing the manufacturing
sector in the state, and devel-
oping the best resources.

AP to focus on decarbonised
economy at WEF meet

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Minister for Home Taneti
Vanita, who is also the NTR
district incharge minister has
asked the irrigation officials to
take steps to ensure supply of
irrigation water to the tail-end
areas of Krishna delta region in
the Kharif season.

She was presiding over the
Irrigation Advisory
Committee meeting and dis-
trict review committee (DRC)
meeting held here on
Thursday. NTR district collec-
tor S Dilli Rao, MLAs, MLCs,
officials of various depart-
ments attended the meetings. 

Vanita said the farmers are
happy with the decision taken
by the government to release
the irrigation water to Krishna
delta on June 10. She said dur-
ing the last three years, the
state is getting adequate rains
and farmers are able to culti-

vate the crops. She instructed
the officials to ensure supply of
irrigation water to tail end
areas of Krishna delta.

MLC K Lakshmana Rao
said the chilli farmer suffered
loss in Western Krishna and
NTR district due to the crop
damage caused by the pest. He
said the farmers suffered loss-
es between Rs.70,000 to R.1
lakh due to the pest attacking
the chilli crop. Jaggaiahpet
MLA Samineni Udayabhanu
also raised the matter and
underlined the need to help the
chilli farmers. Responding to
it Minister Taneti Vanita said
she would take the matter to
the notice of the Chief Minister
YS Jagan Mohan Reddy.

Samineni Udayabhanu said
the Irrigation department is
facing manpower shortage to
maintain the Krishna delta
pulichintala reservoir. He said
the NTR district has to take the

responsibility of reservoir and
canals maintenance. He said
the lashkars are suffering due
to not paying salaries regular-
ly. The MLA also took some
local issues to the notice of the
Minister Taneti Vanita.

Nandigama MLA M Jagan
Mohan Rao, Tiruvuru MLA K
Rakshana Nidhi and other
leaders raised various issues.
District collector S Dilli Rao
said the district may get water
from Pattiseema Lift irrigation
scheme between June 15 and
18. He said the NTR district
administration is taking mea-
sures for speedy construction
of houses under Jagananna
colonies scheme. 

Joint Collector S Nupur,
VMC commissioner Swapnil
Dinkar, Sub Collector Suryasai
Praveen Chand, RDO K
Mohan Kumar, ZP chairperson
Uppala Harika and others
attended the meeting.

Home Minister Taneti Vanita addressing the DRC meeting in Vijayawada on Thursday. Pic bby CChVijaya BBhaskar 

Provide water to tail-end areas: Taneti 

Continued from Page 1

The Chief Minister will also visit
the bereaved families of the farm-
ers who lost their lives fighting
against the BJP-led Central gov-
ernment  against the farm laws. 

KCR will visit Delhi on Friday
afternoon. The CM is scheduled
to meet leaders of various polit-
ical parties in Delhi and also lead-
ing economists. The economic
situation in the country will be
discussed. On the sidelines, KCR
will have meetings with journal-
ists from leading national media

organizations.
On the afternoon of May 22,

Chief Minister KCR will head to
Chandigarh from Delhi. As pre-
viously announced, KCR will
visit about 600 farmer families
affected by the national farmers'
movement. He will give away
cheques worth Rs 3 lakh to each
of the families as announced ear-
lier The distribution of these
cheques will be carried out by CM
KCR along with Delhi CM
Arvind Kejriwal and Punjab CM
Bhagwant Man Singh. Cheques
will be handed over to the fami-

lies of farmers from the states of
Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh
and Delhi.

On the morning of May 26,
KCR will visit Bengaluru. As part
of the visit, he will meet with for-
mer Indian Prime Minister Deve
Gowda and former Karnataka
Chief Minister Kumaraswamy. 

He is scheduled to leave
Bengaluru on May27 for
Ralegaon Siddi. CM KCR will
meet prominent social activist
Anna Hazare. From there, CM
KCR will go to see Shirdi Sai Baba.
The tour will end there and CM

KCR will return to Hyderabad
thereafter.

After that, CM KCR will pre-
pare for a visit to Bengal and Bihar
on May 29 or 30. The CM will
visit the families of Indian soldiers
who were martyred in the Galvan
Valley. As previously announced
by the Telangana government,
KCR will support their families.
As things stand, KCR will be in
Delhi on May 20, Chandigarh on
May 22, Bengaluru on May 26,
Ralegaon Siddi and Shirdi on
May 27 and in Bengal and Bihar
on May 29 and 30.

GST recommendations not binding

PNS n NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court Thursday
ruled that the Goods and
Service Tax (GST) council's
recommendations are not bind-
ing on Union and State but have
a persuasive value as the coun-
try has a cooperative federal
structure.

A bench of Justices DY
Chandrachud, Surya Kant, and
Vikram Nath also held that the
Centre and State governments
have simultaneous powers to
legislate on GST but the coun-
cil must work in a harmonious
manner to achieve a workable
solution. The bench said that as
per Article 246A, both
Parliament and the State legis-
lature have equal power to leg-
islate on matters of taxation.

Article 246A treats Centre
and State as equal and Article 279
of the constitution says that
Centre and State cannot act
independent of each other , it said.
The top court said that recom-
mendations of the GST council
are a product of collaborative dis-
cussions between the Centre
and States and it is not impera-
tive that one of the federal units
must possess a higher share.

It said that Indian federalism
is a dialogue between coopera-
tive and non-cooperative feder-
alism and the Centre and States
always engage in dialogue.

The bench pointed out that
there are no provisions in the
GST Act of 2017 that deal with
repugnancy between the laws
drawn up by the Centre and
State and it is for the council to
advise them suitably whenever
such occasions come to fore.

The top court ruling came on
a batch of pleas as it upheld a

Gujarat High Court verdict to
quash the levy of Integrated GST
(IGST) on the importers on
ocean freight under reverse
charge. The High Court had
held that no tax can be levied
under the IGST on the ocean
freight for the services provid-
ed by a person located in non-

taxable territory by way of
transportation of goods by a ves-
sel from a place outside India up
to the customs station in India.

It had quashed the 2017 noti-
fication of the Centre by which
IGST of five per cent would be
levied on the services of trans-
port of goods in a vessel.

m   Only have persuasive value: SC

NEW DELHI: The
Supreme Court rul-
ing on applicability
of GST Council's
decisions is unlike-
ly to materially
impact the one-
nation-one-tax
regime as it is only a
reiteration of the existing
law that gives states the right to
accept or reject the panel's rec-
ommendation on taxation -- a
power that none has exercised
in the last five years, Revenue
Secretary Tarun Bajaj said on
Thursday.

The Constitutional amend-
ment that brought the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) regime from
July 2017 by subsuming nearly
one-and-a-half-dozen central
and state levies, provided for a
Council of Centre and states for
decision making. The recom-
mendations of the GST Council,
as per the Constitutional amend-
ment, were always a guidance
and never a mandatory compli-
ance, Bajaj said. States, even
though differing on tax rates on
a particular good or service in the
Council, never went back and
framed legislations that were

not in line with the
panel's recommen-

dations.
And this prac-

tice is likely to con-
tinue unhindered,
the official said

soon after the
Supreme Court ruled

in the Mohit Minerals
Ocean Freight case that the rec-
ommendations of the GST
Council are not binding and only
have persuasive value. It held that
Parliament and state legislatures
can equally legislate on GST.

"The GST law says that it will
recommend, it had nowhere said
that it will mandate. It is a con-
stitutional body, executive body
created by constitution which
consist of Centre and state which
will recommend and based on
its recommendation we have cre-
ated our laws on GST. This is the
scheme of things," Bajaj added.

In last five years, he said, "even
where states did not agree and in
writing gave a dissenting note,
they actually promulgated the
recommendations in the man-
ner that the Council mentioned
and not in the manner of what
they said." 

Unlikely to alter GST regime

KCR on nation-wide tour from today

One- year rigorous
imprisonment
for  Sidhu
Continued from Page 1

The apex court said in the
given circumstances, tem-
pers may have been lost but
then the consequences of the
loss of temper must be
borne.

The top court, while
allowing the review plea
filed by the complainant on
the issue of the sentence,
said it is a case where some
germane facts for sentencing
appear to have been lost
sight of while imposing only
a fine on the Congress
leader.

Though the apex court
had in May 2018 held Sidhu
guilty of the offence of "vol-
untarily causing hurt" to a
65-year-old man, it spared
him a jail term and imposed
a fine of Rs 1,000.

Noting that the hand can
also be a weapon by itself
where a boxer, wrestler,
cricketer, or an extremely
physically fit person inflicts
a blow, the apex court said
it does believe that indul-
gence was not required to be
shown at the stage of sen-
tence by only imposing fine
and letting Sidhu go without
any imposition of sentence.

RAIN RELIEF

Sudden showers in Vijayawada on Thursday brought much relief from the scorching sun, to the denizens of Vijayawada on
Thursday. Pic bby CCh.Vijaya BBhaskar

Improve infra in hostels: Minister
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Minister for Social Welfare
Merugu Nagarjuna has said that
all the necessary steps have been
taken to improve the infrastruc-
ture facilities at Gurukuls and
hostels in the State by utilising the
three types of funds -- Central
government funds, Nadu-Nedu
and SC Sub-Plan funds.

Minister Nagarjuna reviewed
the plans of infrastructure in
Ambedkar Gurukuls and welfare
hostels at the State Secretariat on
Thursday. He instructed the

officials to utilise the all three
funds for improving the infra-
structure in hostels. He said
that all the welfare hostels must
resolve the problems faced by the
students regarding improper
infrastructure and construct
their own buildings. The minis-
ter reviewed the programmes
undertaken by the APEWIDC
and the Police Housing
Corporation and expressed dis-
satisfaction over the progress of
the work. He instructed the
officials to concentrate on the
quality of the work.

Govt orders
minor rejig of
IAS officers
PNS n HYDERABAD

The Telangana government has
conducted a minor rejig of IAS
officers.

V. Karuna, IAS, (2004), has
been posted as Secretary in the
Education Department. She will
be relieving Sandeep Kumar
Sultania, IAS, (1998), from full
additional charge (FAC).

Before the rejig, two flagship
programmes of the govern-
ment, ‘Mana Ooru Mana Badi’
and ‘Palle Pragathi,’ were handled
by Sultania. The government has
reportedly decided to separate it
and hence ordered the rejig.
Sultania who is the Secretary of
the PR & RD Department has
been given FAC of the post of
Secretary, Youth Affairs Training
Department, in place of Somesh
Kumar, IAS.

The government has trans-
ferred and appointed Additional
Chief Electoral Officer Jyoti
Buddha Prakash as the Secretary
of the Industries and Commerce
Department (handlooms, tex-
tiles and handicrafts).

Dr Buddha Prakash will
replace Shailaja Ramaiyer and he
will also have full additional
charge as Transport
Commissioner in place of K.S.
Sreenivasa Raju.

Rahul Bojja, IAS, (2000), the
Secretary to the CM, has been
given full additional charge of the
posts of Commissioner &
Inspector General, Registration
& Stamps and Commissioner &
Director, Survey Settlement and
Land Records & PD,
Bhubharathi in place of V.
Sheshadri, IAS, (1999) who was
having FAC.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

YSR Congress Party (YSRCP)
has announced that it will
kick-start a bus yatra from
May 26 for four days from
Srikakulam to Anantapur to
showcase the commitment of

the government towards uplift
of BCs, SCs, STs and
Minorities with a social justice
message. Group of Ministers
said the main focus of the
yatra would be to bring the
facts straight to the people
against the false propaganda.

‘YSRCP bus yatra’ from May 26 HCLF hosts second edition
of Pan India Symposium
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

HCL Foundation (HCLF) host-
ed the second edition of the Pan
India Symposium for HCL
Grant Edition VIII for NGOs in
Andhra Pradesh and the neigh-
boring States, at the School of
Planning and Architecture here. 

There was an insightful panel
discussion and a fireside chat
with eminent speakers
Chakrapani, IAS (Retd.),
Director General, AP HRD
Institute and Ex-officio Secretary
to Govt. GAD, Govt. of Andhra

Pradesh, Sachindra Sahu,
Consultant, Revenue
Mobilisation & Fiscal Policy,
Govt of Andhra Pradesh, and Dr
Chethana T, Lead Health, HCL
Foundation. The session was
moderated by Nikhil Pant, Chief
Executive Officer, REACHA.

Shiva Prasad, Global
Operations Director, HCL
Technologies, spoke about cre-
ating meaningful partnerships,
journeys, and experiences of
HCLF, deep-rooted impacts and
shed light on the future activi-
ties planned by the HCLF team. 

Value of Pakistani Rupee
touches fresh low at
Rs 200 against US Dollar
PNS nKARACHI

The Pakistani rupee continued its
month-long run of devaluation,
with the currency trading at its all-
time low of Rs 200 against the US
dollar on Thursday.

The Pakistani rupee (PKR)
continues to slide in line with the
predictions of analysts who fear
more losses ahead as the coun-
try remains mired in political and
economic instability.

A business analyst said the dol-
lar was already selling for PKR
200 on Wednesday in the open
market but on Thursday it
breached the PKR-200 mark in
interbank trading as well.



PNS n AMARAVATI

Chief Minister YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy flagged off 175 veterinary
ambulances costing Rs 143
crore in the first phase under the
Dr YSR Mobile Veterinary
Ambulatory Clinical Services
Scheme from his camp office
here on Thursday.

A total of 340 Veterinary
Ambulances will be set up
across the state at a cost of Rs
278 crore in two phases.

Deputy Chief Minister
Panchayat Raj and Rural
Development) Budi Mutyala
Naidu, Revenue Minister
Dharmana Prasad Rao, Animal
Husbandry and  Fisheries

Minister Seediri Appalraju, I
&PR Minister Chelluboina
Venugopal Krishna, Animal
Husbandry Special Chief

Secretary Poonam
Malakondaiah, various MLAs,
MLCs and other officials were
present on the occasion.
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PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Iranian Navy delegation, led
by Head of the Islamic
Republic of Iran (IRI) Navy
Training & Education
Department, Commodore
Faramarz Nasiri, concluded
its three-day visit to the
Eastern Naval Command
(ENC) from May 16 to 19.

During the visit, the dele-
gation visited various training
facilities in Visakhapatnam.
They also held discussions
with ENC Chief of Staff, Vice
Admiral Sanjay Vatsayan.

The delegation was briefed
on the functioning of the
ENC. Mutual areas of coop-
eration between the two
Navies, especially in the train-
ing of personnel were dis-
cussed.

PNS n AMARAVATI

A group of students studying at Bendapudi Zilla Parishad
High School in Thondangi mandal of East Godavari dis-
trict met Chief Minister YS Jagan Mohan Reddy at his
camp office here on Thursday. They interacted with the
Chief Minister and expressed their views in English with
fluency. They said programmes like 'Nadu Nedu' in
Government schools, introduction of English as medium
of instruction were really great and the Chief Minister is
their ideal for implementing such programmes. The
impressed Chief Minister congratulated the students of
Bendapudi ZP High school.

ZP school students meet CM

Naidu holds road shows in Dhone segment

PNS n AMARAVATI

TDP national general secretary
Nara Lokesh on Thursday
accused the YSRCP govern-
ment of turning 'grossly insen-
sitive' to endless criticism over
the alarming condition of AP
roads. Lokesh said the govern-
ment was showing zero
response even
though the people
were complaining
about roads being
unfit for walking,
leave alone
motorable.
In a statement
here, Lokesh
termed it 'pitiable'
that the rulers of
neighbouring
States were show-
ing Andhra
Pradesh as an example for
under-development and retro-
gression. Even apolitical per-
sonalities like Chinna Jeeyar
Swami were commenting on
the bad condition of AP roads.
Nara Lokesh released a video
in which Chinna Jeeyar com-
mented that the latest road
journey from
Jangareddygudem to
Rajamahendravaram would go
down as a memorable event.
Jeeyar made this observation
while mentioning the potholes
and the tough travel that
marked severe ups and downs
all through. Lokesh pointed out
that Chinna Jeeyar would
always keep aloof from politics
and ever busy with dissemina-
tion of Hindu dharma. But he
had now responded with

anguish on AP roads. It was
imaginable what would be the
feelings of everyday road users
in the State when occasional
visitors were passing such
serious comments.
Condemning the 'arrogance' of
YCP leaders, Nara Lokesh
strongly objected to ex
Minister Avanthi Srinivas

threatening a
media journalist
by his caste.
Avanti had tried to
intimidate journal-
ist Ganesh at the
Rythu Bharosa
event at
Padmanabham
mandal in Vizag
district.
The TDP MLC
said the former
Minister had

called the journalist as 'panthu-
lu' and behaved in an insulting
manner towards Brahmins.
Not only that, Avanthi Srinivas
had verbally abused even the
farmers, who raised his voice,
and the police officer for not
restraining the farmer. Lokesh
claimed that the rising frustra-
tion of the ruling YSRCP MLAs
would only indicate that their
days of rule were numbered.
The ruling party leaders were
blinded by excessive power.
They were not hesitating to
insult everybody in public.
Nara Lokesh said that it was
only due to peak level frustra-
tion that the ex Minister
abused media journalists by
caste, verbally abused the
farmers and then showed his
impatience on an SI.

Govt insensitive
to criticism over
roads: Lokesh

CM flags off mobile vet clinics

PNS n AMARAVATI

TDP national president and
former chief minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu on
Thursday said all sections of
people have been subjected to
'great suffering' ever since
Jagan Reddy came to power in
2019. Time would soon come
to chase the atrocious rulers
out of the State.

The TDP chief held road
shows in Pathikonda and
Done Assembly segments in
Kurnool district on the second
day of his 'Badude Badudu'
campaign against price rise
and corruption. People from
nearby villages arrived in large
numbers to greet and express
their solidarity to
Naidu's road
shows.

Addressing a
meeting at Done,
Naidu said the
TDP has been
fighting relentless
battles against the
ongoing misrule.
The common
public should
also show a fight-
ing spirit at their
level. They would lose nothing
if they would fight. If one was
to go to jail, that should be
considered an honour for the
cause of fighting for the State.

Chandrababu Naidu listed
out how Jagan Reddy had
wrecked the whole of Andhra
Pradesh as if with a plan. He
destroyed youth by giving
them volunteer jobs, which
were no jobs at all technical-
ly speaking. Motors on meters
would crush the farmers.
There were no paddy purchas-
es and no remuneratie prices.

Naidu recalled how he gave
a vision to make AP No 1 State
in the country by 2029. The
people fell to the temptations
in 2019. Because of that, they
were now having to circum-
ambulate around
'Navagrahalu' (nine planets) to
get rid of the evil. Each and

everybody was suffering under
the present misrule.

The TDP chief said Jagan
Reddy was cutting benefits
under Amma Vodi while find-
ing new ways to promote
Nanna Buddi. If a beneficiary's
current bill crossed 300 units,
Amma Vodi was being cut.
Jagan Reddy was apparently
considering Amma Vodi as a
needless expenditure and a
burden for his Government.
On the other hand, Nanna
Buddi was a huge source of
revenue.

Strongly condemning the
Government policies, Naidu
blamed the Chief Minister's J-
brands as the reason for rising
atrocities on girls. One psycho

has emerged in
every village in
the past three
years. Ten mis-
creants raped
and impregnat-
ed a helpless girl
in Proddatur.
The police tried
to turn rape and
murder of a girl
in Anantpur into
a suicide.

Chandrababu
Naidu wondered how Jagan
Reddy could construct three
Capital Cities when he could
not construct a single bus
stand in his own Pulivendula
constituency headquarters
town. While the TDP gave IT
jobs, the YCP rule gave volun-
teer jobs with very low pay.
Jagan kissed, caressed and
placed his palm on heads
before elections. After coming
to power, he started raining
blows on men, women and
youth, farmers, workers and
employees.

The TDP chief deplored
that AP would become a 'gone
case' just like Sri Lanka if the
people would not put up a
strong fight. The State was on
the verge of total collapse
amid non-stop burdens and
insults to the people under
'Police Rajyam'.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Civil Supplies Minister K
Venkata Nageswara Rao has
said that the AP government is
going to start payments to
paddy farmers in the State
from May 20. The amounts
will be credited to the farmers'
bank accounts directly without
the involvement of millers. 

The minister said that the
government had made all
arrangements for the procure-
ment of 37 lakh metric tonnes
of paddy under which 14.37
lakh metric tonnes of paddy
procured till date. 

The Minister denied that the
news about non-payment to
paddy farmers is baseless and
untrue. He said the govern-
ment was buying grain trans-
parently through paddy pro-
curement centres with the aim
of benefiting the farmer,
adding that the millers had no
role to play in this. He said the
money would be paid into the
bank accounts of the farmers
who sold the grain. He clarified
that the government is paying
transport and Hamali (coolie)
charges through Primary
Agriculture Cooperative

Societies and refuted allega-
tions of absence of the charges.

He said the government is
offering Rs 1,940 per quintal
for common variety and Rs
1,960 per quintal for A grade
paddy variety. He said that 6.99
lakh farmers have to complete
EKYC in the State under which
5.47 lakh completed and 1.52
lakh farmers have to complete
the EKYC. He said that
absence of EKYC creating
troubles to farmers hence the
government is going to  con-
duct special drives for EKYC in
all districts and instructions
were given to all joint collec-
tors and civil supplies officials
in this regard.

State Civil Supplies

Commissioner Girija Sankar
said the farmer will face trou-
bles to receive money for sell-
ing their paddy due to the
absence of EKYC. He clarified
that the millers' role would not
be in this as the money was
being paid into the bank
account of the farmer who sold
the paddy. He said action
would be taken against any
millers who tried to mislead the
farmers and action had already
been taken against three millers
in Vijayanagaram district.

G Veerapandian, Managing
Director, State Civil Supplies
Corporation, said that instruc-
tions were given to the JCs to
expedite the booking process
of e-Crop. 

Payments to paddy
farmers from today

Coast Guard
personnel take
part in yoga camp
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Expert instructors were invited
to create awareness among the
Indian Coast Guard personnel
and families towards healthy life
by practising yoga and medita-
tion.

As part of the 8th
International Day of Yoga –
2022 falling in 'Azadi ka Amrut
Mahotsav' year, the Ministry of
Defence has emphasised on
the run up to the final event of
international day of yoga –
2022.

Indian Coast Guard aims to
support this national effort by
participating in yoga with full
enthusiasm towards the initia-
tive of healthy India. As part of
the run-up, the first session of
yoga was organised on the
premises of various coast guard
stations in Tamil Nadu,
Puducherry and Andhra
Pradesh on Thursday.

A large number of partici-
pants from various coast guard
ships and establishments partic-
ipated in the event. Stretching
beyond the boundaries, Indian
Coast Guard extensively carried
out mass awareness programs
with fishing communities and
orphanages within the coastal
jurisdiction for highlighting
the benefits of yoga in the
overall development of the
nation. 

BJP slams Jagan
over Rajya Sabha
nominees
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

BJP leader Lanka Dinakar has
come down heavily on Chief
Minister YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy over Rajya Sabha seat
allotment and accused him of
lying to the people of the
State. He said that Jagan
implemented 75 per cent
reservation for locals in all
types of jobs. But, 50 per cent
of the Rajya Sabha nominees
were non-locals.

“Jagan even gave the Rajya
Sabha seat to those who had
earlier accused him of caus-
ing his father’s death,”
Dinakar added.

“Jagan insulted the deserv-
ing BCs in the State by send-
ing a person to the Rajya
Sabha who had projected the
people of Andhra in bad
light for the sake of his exis-
tence in Telangana. Non-
natives of Andhra Pradesh
have been nominated to the
Rajya Sabha by Jagan neglect-
ing the State’s interests as quid
pro quo,” he alleged.

Formerly, non-natives had
been appointed as advisors
for the Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernment. Jagan now sent
them directly to the legisla-
tures, the BJP leader said.

Jagan was lying to the peo-
ple of the State at every step,
he added.

Iranian Navy team wraps up visit to ENC

Pawan to visit
Nalgonda
district today
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Jana Sena chief K Pawan
Kalyan will visit Nalgonda
district on May 20 to call on
the bereaved family of a party
activist.

The Jana Sena party office
in a statement here on
Thursday said that Pawan
Kalyan would visit Lakkaram
village to meet the family of
Jana Sena activist Kongari
Saidulu. He would also hand
over Rs 5 lakh cheque as
financial assistance to the
family. 

Later, Pawan Kalyan would
visit Kodada town where he
would meet the bereaved
family of Janasena activist
Kadiyam Srinivasa Rao and
handover Rs 5 lakh cheque as
financial help to the family.
Pawan Kalyan would also
address the press at
Lakkaram village.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

South Central Railway (SCR)
has bagged five All India
Performance Efficiency Shields
for the last year. The zone has
attained national recognition
for demonstrating exemplary
performance in various
spheres of activity during the
previous year. The shields will
be presented by Ashwini
Vaishnaw, Minister for
Railways along with Raosaheb
Danve, Minister of State for
Railways and Darshana
Jardosh, Minister of State for
Railways at a function which
will be held on May 28 at Rail
Auditorium, Bhubaneswar.
The shields will be received by
the General Manager (In-
Charge), SCR and the con-
cerned Principal Heads of the
Departments, SCR.

SCR will  receive f ive
national performance effi-
ciency shields viz., Security
Shield, Comprehensive Health
Care Shield (Jointly with West
Central  Railway),  Civil

Engineering Shield (Jointly
with Western and Central
Railways),  Stores Shield
(Jointly with Western
Railways) and Civil
Engineering Construction
Shield (Jointly with North

Western Railways).
Arun Kumar Jain, General

Manager (In-charge), SCR
expressed his happiness and
congratulated the team of offi-
cials and staff for their contri-
bution which led to SCR

obtaining five All India
Performance Efficiency
Shields. The General Manager
advised the team to focus on
new areas and innovations to
further enhance the perfor-
mance across the zone.

SCR bags five efficiency shields

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Minister for Agriculture
Kakani Govardhan Reddy has
said the State government
would sell tomatoes at a rea-
sonable price from May 20
onwards through the Rythu
Bazaars. The minister said on
Thursday that the govern-
ment had taken the decision in
view of the increasing prices of
tomatoes across the State.

In a statement, the minister
said the government had taken
serious note of tomatoes being
sold at exorbitant rates by the
traders and decided to check
it. 

He said the private traders
were importing tomatoes from
other States and selling them
at very high prices. 

The government decided

to stabilise the prices in the
backdrop of falling tomato
production in the State.
Directives were issued to
Agriculture, Marketing
departments and CEOs of the
Rythu Bazaars for the sale of
tomatoes from May 20 at sub-
sidised prices. He appealed to
the people to avail of the facil-
ity and purchase tomatoes
from the Rythu Bazaars.

Tomato price has skyrock-
eted during the past 10 days
and reached Rs.75 per kg in
the retail market. In summer,
the tomato production natu-
rally comes down. 

Farmers in Rythu Bazaars
are not willing to sell tomatoes
because they have to buy them
at Rs.60 from wholesalers. If
the buyers don’t buy tomatoes,
they will suffer huge losses.

Tomatoes to be sold 
at subsidised 
price from today 

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Vijayawada Municipal
Commissioner Swapnil
Dinkar Pundkar has said the
modernisation works of Rajiv
Gandhi Park will be complet-
ed within one month and the
park will be opened for the
public. The Commissioner,
along with VMC officials, vis-
ited the park on Thursday and
inspected the works.

Commissioner Swapnil
Dinkar said that steps had
been taken to set up a play
zone in the park in Public

Private Partnership (PPP)
method, besides a canteen
for visitors, bonsai garden,
path way, walking track,
water fountain and arrange-
ments for conducting small
programmes in the park area.
He stated that basic facilities
like drinking water and toi-
lets were also being arranged
for the visitors. He ordered
the officials to complete the
development works within a
month. He also asked them
to complete the greenery
and engineering works
immediately.

Rajiv Park works to be
completed in one month

Complete
pending land
acquisition
works: DC 
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Krishna District Collector P
Ranjith Basha has instructed
the officials to swiftly com-
plete pending works related
to the land acquisition for
road widening and the layout
for construction of houses. 

Ranjith Basha convened a
review meeting with the offi-
cials of Revenue and Housing
departments and DWMA at
the collectorate on Thursday
and enquired about the pend-
ing court cases related to
land acquisition. He also
enquired about the cases dis-
posed of in the district in the
recent months and suggested
that the officials follow the
court proceedings.

He asked the officials to
submit a detailed report on
the pending cases.
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Intermediate students celebrate the conclusion of their examinations in Vijayawada on Thursday. Pic by Ch Vijaya Bhaskar 

GRUELLING GGRIND OOVER!

PNS n GUNTUR

Minister for Health Vidadala
Rajini has directed the officials
concerned to keep conducting
inspection of medical stores on
a regular basis in order to
check spurious drugs. 

A meeting was held in the
secretariat here to review with
the officials of the drugs depart-
ment on curbing the fake drugs
menace in the state. Addressing
the meeting, the Health
Minister instructed the officials
to take stringent steps to pre-
vent manufacturing and selling
of fake drugs in the state.

“All medical stores should be
inspected from time to time by
the drug inspectors. Each drug
inspector should inspect at
least 50 medical stores in a
month. Stringent action should
be taken if fake drugs are
found”, she told the drug
inspectors.

The Minister asked the drug
inspectors to ensure that
expired drugs would not be
sold. The licence of those who
do not follow the norms should
be cancelled, she told them.

Vidadala Rajini said that
there are allegations against
the blood banks in the state and
action should be taken if the
allegation were provided. She
asked the officials to identify the
blood banks which do not con-
duct blood donation camps.  All
steps should be taken to ensure
that blood and platelets are sold
at the prescribed price.

She said that there are alle-
gations that some blood banks
are selling blood at exorbitant
prices. A price list should be put
up at the blood banks, she said.
The Health minister said that
there were allegations that lab
technicians were being used in
place of nurses in blood collec-
tion and storage centres and
that this could not have hap-
pened. She directed the officials
to keep an eye on those who

conduct clinical trials without
permissions.

She said all the drug depart-
ment officials in the state should
work honestly and the govern-
ment would be fully supportive
of the officials who act honest-
ly. She reiterated that the Chief
Minister was working towards
the goal of a corruption-free
government. She directed the
officials to follow transference
in issuing licences and renew-
ing medical shops. 

The government is taking
steps to increase the number of
generic medical shops, she
informed. When the official
took her notice of the setting up
of regional testing labs and allo-
cation of vehicles to the drug
inspectors, she assured to
resolve the issues.

PNS n GUNTUR

In a humanitarian gesture,
Health Minister Vidadala
Rajini personally took the
initiative to shift two road
accident victims at Rain Tree
park in Pedakakani mandal to
hospital on Thursday.

Two women Noorjahan
(21) and Umera (45) pur-
chased a scooter and went to
Dargah to offer prayers.
When they were going to
Vijayawada a private bus hit
their scooter resulting in both
the women suffering injuries.
At the same time, the minis-
ter was going to Guntur to
attend a review meeting and
she saw the injured women.

She alighted from her car
and called for 108 ambu-
lances. She was there till the

108 ambulance reached there.
The minister’s personal staff
helped the road accident vic-
tims shifting to hospital in the
ambulance. Later the Health
minister telephoned GGH

Superintendent Prabhavati
and directed her to provide
the best treatment to road
accident victims. The minis-
ter’s human gesture won acco-
lades of all.

Health Minister helps shift
mishap victims to hospital

PNS n BAPATLA

Local legislators, including
MLAs and MLCs, have
expressed concern over the
pollution of irrigation water in
Bapatla district and appealed
to the Collector to construct
check dams and repair canals
to prevent pollution.

District Collector Vijaya
Krishnan announced that
water for irrigation purposes
would be released on June 10
and directed the officials to
sensitize the farmers to evolve
a plan on raising crops. The
Irrigation Advisory Board
meeting was held here on
Thursday, Speaking on the
occasion, the Collector said
that the government had
decided to release water for
irrigation purposes one month
ahead of schedule on June 10.

Vijaya Krishnan said “Rs 2
crore has been sanctioned for
maintenance and repair of
irrigation canals in the new
district. It is estimated that
steps are being taken to expe-
dite 35 tasks. There are 75 irri-
gated ponds under Krishna
West Delta in the district and
three more tanks are available
to the farmers. Steps are being
taken to provide Rs 5,400
crore in loans through banks
to the agriculture sector this
financial year. The Collector
said that the government had

embarked on a new policy as
disasters like cyclones come in
November every year.

Chief Whip of AP Legislative
Council, MLC Ummareddy
Venkateshwar said check dams
should be constructed on the
irrigation canals to prevent
seawater entering into the
canals during the summer. He
explained that water is merging
into the sea through 7 irriga-
tion canals in the district.

The MLC said that the sea-
water enters into the ground-
water as the canals dried up in
the summer. “This creates a sit-
uation where crops cannot be
grown in the coastal areas due
to lack of sufficient irrigation
water. By constructing a check
dam, entering the sea water
into the underground water
resources can be prevented, the
MLC felt, and asked the
Collector to send proposals to
the government for the con-
struction of check dams.

Ummareddy said that aqua-

culture and processing units
along the coast increased, caus-
ing pollution to the groundwa-
ter in nearby areas. “If this hap-
pens hundreds of acres of land
will become barren lands. The
issue should be addressed on
war footing”, the MLC told the
Collector.

MLC P Sunitha said that
irrigation canals have dried in
Chirala division and repairing
works should be taken up
immediately.  She said that irri-
gation water is not reaching the
tail end fields of Kavuri Vari
Palem and Nakkavanipalem
villages. The villagers in the
surrounding areas are express-
ing concern at the release of
polluted water by the shrimp
hatcheries into the canals.
Steps should be taken to check
the water pollution at the vil-
lages, she told the Collector. 

MLA Karanam Balaram
told the Collector to take up
repairing of canals with the
NREGA funds and the closed
canals should be reopened.
Steps should be taken to pro-
vide water to all the farmers
through lift irrigation schemes
and the breach of
Kommamuru canals should
be plugged.  Agriculture advi-
sory council chairman
Dasaradha Maharaja also
spoke. Agriculture SK Abdul
Sattar, Irrigation and other
officials were present.

Concern over pollution of
irrigation water in Bapatla

PNS n GUNTUR

As many as 7,225 gadgets,
including tricycles and elec-
tronic hearing aids worth Rs
1.79 crore, were distributed to
1,239 senior citizens and dis-
abled persons at a pro-
gramme held in the revenue
kalyana mandapam here on
Thursday. 

Speaking on the occasion,
Collector M Venugopal Reddy
said that a camp was organised
in October 2019 to identify the

eligible disabled persons to
provide artificial limbs in
which 15,000 eligible benefi-
ciaries were identified. 

The Collector said that tri-
cycles, wheelchairs, hearing
aids, walkers, opticals and
hand sticks were distributed
to 1239 beneficiaries today.
Collector M Venugopal
Reddy, MLAs Undavalli
Sridevi,  Kilari Venkata
Rosaiah, Maddali Giridhan
and joint Collector
Rajakumari were present.

Tricycles, hearing
aids distributed to 
sr citizens, disabled

PNS n NARASARAOPET

BJP MP GVL Narasimha Rao
appealed Union Health
Minister Mansukhbhai
Mandavia to send a Central
government team for an on-
the-spot assessment of the sit-
uation in Sattenapalli Area
hospital or seek a field inspec-
tion report from Andhra
Pradesh State government.

In a letter to the Union
Health minister, GVL
informed about the severe
shortage of doctors, poor infra-
structure and amenities in
Sattenapalli Area Hospital, in
Sattenapalli town in Palnadu
district of Andhra Pradesh. 

He told the minister that
besides shortage of doctors as
against requirement in gener-
al, availability of a single gyne-
cologist in the Hospital and her
frequent absence is compelling

a large number of pregnant
women coming from poor
backgrounds to get admitted to
private nursing homes or go
unattended resulting in a threat
to the life and health of poor
women.

"The area hospital is in very
poor condition requiring
improvements to the building
and provision of other ameni-
ties and facilities. Patients are
forced to go to private labs for
blood tests causing a big bur-
den to poor patients. The

pathetic conditions prevailing
in the Hospital have been
repeatedly highlighted by our
party leaders and are covered
in the attached press reports",
he said in the letter. 

The Central government is
assisting the state of Andhra
Pradesh in a big way under
National Health Mission
(NHM) and your Ministry is
providing financial support
under NHM for engaging
health human resources on
contractual basis and for pro-
vision of infrastructure, he
stated.

“Therefore, I request you to
immediately send a Central
government team for an on-
the-spot assessment of the sit-
uation in Sattenapalli or seek
a field inspection report from
Andhra Pradesh State gov-
ernment”, he urged the Union
Health minister.

GVL urges Centre to send
team to assess situation 

PNS n ELURU

A large number of people
thronged Singanapalli village
to perform pooja to the
Shivalingam which was
unearthed while soil was
being dug up at Polavaram
project by an earth mover on
May 18.

The archaeological and
Revenue department officials
rushed to the place and
examined the four feet tall
Shivalinga which was discov-
ered when an earth mover
was digging the soil at the
Polavaram project.  

The archaeological offi-
cials opined that the
Shivalinga belongs to 1323-
1425 AD. The Reddy kings
who ruled Addanki,
K o n d a v e e d u ,
Rajamahendravaram and
Kandukur used to follow the
Shaiva rituals. They might
have established a temple
and installed the Shivalanga
there, they felt.

When the digging of soil
work was being carried out at
the Polavaram project
approach channel, the cen-
turies old Shivalingam was
unearthed. The pedestal of
Shivalingam was broken but
the Shivalingam was still
intact. Research to be carried
out to find out how old the
shiva lingam was and which
era it belongs to, archaeolog-
ical officials said.

People throng
Shivalingam
discovered at
Polavaram

Accused in
volunteer
Sarada murder
case ends life
PNS n BAPATLA

T h e
accused in
the village
volunteer
D Sarada
m u r d e r
case com-
mitted sui-
cide by

falling under a running train
at Nidubrolu railway station
in the wee hours of Thursday.

Police said that the
deceased Padma Rao (35)
murdered village volunteer D
Sarada on May 15 at Chavali
village in Vemuru mandal.
Since then he had been at
large. He committed suicide
by falling under the
Visakhapatnam bound dou-
ble-decker train. It may be
mentioned here that he
reportedly developed an
extramarital affair with the
deceased Sarada. Later differ-
ence erupted between them
which led his murder.

Govt plans sports centres in all villages
PNS n HYDERABAD

The government has decided to
construct sports centres in all
villages to improve the physical
and mental health of future gen-
erations.

The village sports centres will
cost around Rs 100 crore and
will be entirely executed and
supervised by Gram
Panchayats.

Nirmal district has set up
sports centres in all its villages
on an experimental basis. 

The success of the model has
resulted in Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao announc-
ing that it will be replicated all

over the state.
Some children in a Nirmal

district village were playing at
a paddy procurement centre
and they requested the officials
to speed up the procurement
process as the centre happened
to be their playground. 

This request from the kids
made the officials provide play-
grounds in all villages in the dis-
trict.

As of now, playgrounds have
been provided in 190 of the 396
villages in Nirmal district.

Speaking about the initiative
Nirmal collector Musharraf
Faruqui said, “The process
involves identification of land,

using Gram Panchayat money
to transform the land by remov-
ing rocks, and by levelling the
soil using machines. 

The cost of providing a play-
ground would be around Rs
50,000. This is taken from
Gram Panchayat funds and is

executed by them.”
Panchayats use tractors and

tankers provided for the Palle
Pragathi programme to level the
soil. The cost of providing posts
for basketball courts, cricket
nets, badminton beds and nets
for volleyball courts, bats and
racquets, etc is also included in
the programme outlay.

The government decided to
involve youth in the pro-
gramme and to provide them
with equipment and T-shirts.
Every village will have about 50
people on its sports committee. 

Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao said that
the committees will have the

responsibility of organising vil-
lage games and 24,000 village
sports committees would be
established all over the state. 

On state Formation Day on
June 2, some more sports cen-
tres will be opened. Apart from
villages, the initiative will be
launched in municipalities as
well under the Pattana Pragathi
programme.

Nirmal district Collector
Faruqui said that Minister KT
Rama Rao, MA&UD Secretary
Arvind Kumar, and PR
Secretary Sandeep Kumar
Sultania had given ideas on set-
ting up the sports centres in the
district.

DAY 2 IN LONDON

PNS n HYDERABAD

On the second day of the visit,
the Telangana delegation led
by Minister KT Rama Rao
held a series of meetings with
the top leadership of various
companies in London.

During a round table meet-
ing organised by the UK India
Business Council and
the Society of
M o t o r
Manufacturers
and Traders
(SMMT) in
London, KTR
i n t e r a c t e d
with automo-
bile industry
leaders and
pitched the state as
an investment destina-
tion. He said that Telangana is
one of the front runners in the
EV revolution.

During the session, KTR
said that Telangana has
launched a comprehensive
policy on EVs. He said that
several marquee EV compa-
nies have already chosen
Telangana to set up their facil-
ities.

He said that Telangana
ranks top in Ease of Doing
Business (EoDB) rankings
and has a strong ecosystem in
Defence R&D, and the emerg-
ing storage industry.

During the day, noted
British Indian businessman
and President of the
Confederation of British
Industry, Lord Karan
Bilimoria, hosted KTR at the
UK Parliament.

The Minister later interact-
ed with MPs, representatives
of CII & CBI, and the Indo-

British APPG.
During the inter-
action, KTR

informed the
MPs and other
participants
about the
trai lblazing
initiatives of

Telangana and
said that

Telangana and
Hyderabad are the pre-

ferred investment destina-
tions for the IT, Life Sciences
& Pharma, Aerospace &
Defense and Food Processing
industries.

After the meeting, Lord
Karan Billimoria gave an
extensive tour of the British
Parliament to the Minister.

KTR held a meeting with a
delegation from W Midlands
India in London on Thursday.

The Minister said that India
has the best think force in the
world and its demographic
dividend offers amply skilled
youth.

To prevent diversion Centre
sending funds directly to GPs
PNS n HYDERABAD

Replying to Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao’s state-
ment that the Centre has been
behaving cheaply by sending
funds directly to villages, BJP
leader Bandi Sanjay Kumar
has made it clear that the
Centre has been sending funds
directly to gram panchayats to
stop the diversion of funds for
the sake of commissions and
that it is in tune with the spir-
it of constitutional amend-
ments.

He said that
the Centre has
been sending
funds directly
to villages as
per the 73rd
and 74th con-

stitutional amendments.
Sanjay alleged that

sarpanches have been begging
the TRS government for
funds. Is it right for the gov-
ernment to suspend sarpanch-
es for pointing out its mis-
takes? he asked.

Sanjay said that the 73rd

constitutional amendment's
main aim is to send funds
directly to gram panchayats.

The Constitution clearly
states that 29 topics including
education and health is meant
for villages, but KCR had
transformed panchayats into
ceremonial dolls by giving
powers to MLAs to lord over
them, he said on Thursday.

He said that sarpanches
have been working as watch-
men and security guards and
were selling their assets due to
KCR’s inefficiency.

KTR holds meetings
with various
industry leaders

Rajini directs officials to
inspect medical stores 

SPURIOUS DRUGS

GRAVE SITUATION IN HOSPITAL

MLA Karanam
Balaram directed the
Collector to take up
repair to canals with
the NREGA funds 
and reopen the the
closed channels
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R Rain havoc: Protect 'Brand Bengaluru', S
M Krishna tells CM

V
eteran politician S M Krishna has written to Karnataka Chief Minister Basavaraj
Bommai, expressing concern that frequent rain havoc in the city would hurt "Brand
Bengaluru" and drive away investors. The 90-year old leader, credited by many for

putting Bengaluru on the global map, has also made some suggestions aimed at pro-
tecting the "Brand Bengaluru." Krishna joined the BJP in 2017 after more than 45 years'
association with the Congress. "Rain
havoc in Bengaluru which is at the fore-
front among the fastest growing cities in
the world has raised a concern; this has
caused a disquiet about the Brand
Bengaluru and may send a wrong mes-
sage for those willing to set up industries
and investors willing to invest in the
state," the former Union Minister said in
his letter to Bommai. He cautioned that
this (frequent rain havoc) may result in
investments and industries going to other
states, and hamper Karnataka's progress.

Maha: Puntamba farmers to launch fresh
agitation over sugarcane woes

F
armers from Puntamba village in Maharashtra's Ahmednagar district, which had
become the epicentre of a massive protest by cultivators in 2017, have decided to
launch a fresh agitation over issues related to sugarcane and other crops. A meeting

was held in this regard at the Puntamba gram panchayat on Thursday, said sarpanch (vil-
lage head) Dhananjay Dhanwate. "A preliminary meeting of farmers was held, where we
decided to start another agitation for
various issues related to sugarcane
under the banner of the Kisan Kranti
Morcha (KKM)," he told. "Sugarcane
cultivation was on the higher side in the
state due to (last year's) excess rains,
but now sugar factories are not picking
up the crop. Farmers are burning the
crop or even committing suicide,"
Dhanwate said. "Our demand will be
that the state government provide help
of Rs 2 lakh to the farmers whose sug-
arcane is still in the fields," he added.

Centre giving 2,000 additional
paramilitary personnel to Punjab:CM

A
bout 2,000 additional paramilitary personnel will be deployed in Punjab to enhance
security as there have been regular inputs that some elements are trying to create
unrest in the state, Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann said on Wednesday.

Mann said this after a meeting here with Union Home Minister Amit Shah, who
assured him of all assistance from the
central government. "There have been
regular inputs that some miscreants
are trying to create trouble in Punjab.
So I have request the home minister
to sanction additional forces for the
security of the state," he told
reporters.The chief minister said 10
companies of paramilitary personnel
have already reached Punjab while
another 10 companies will be
approved by the Union Home Ministry
soon. One company of paramilitary
comprises about 100 personnel.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Universities should be a plat-
form for exchange of views and
not become spaces for ideolog-
ical conflict, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah said on
Thursday.

He was addressing the inau-
gural session of a three-day
international seminar on
"Revisiting The Ideas of India
from Swaraj' to New India'" at
the Delhi University.

Shah said that if a particu-
lar ideology is a cause for
strife, it is "not an ideology and
definitely not India's ideology".

"Universities should become
a platform for exchange of
views and not become spaces
for ideological conflict. An
ideology progresses through
ideas and discussions.

"No one remembers those
who destroyed the universities
of Nalanda and Taxila. It is said

that the library of Nalanda
University burnt for months.
But the thoughts from those
universities continue to live on
even till now," he said address-
ing the students.

He also advised the youths
to understand their duties
towards the country and spoke
about India's defence policy.

India did not have a defence
policy before Prime Minister
Narendra Modi came to power

and even if it existed, it was a
"shadow" of the foreign policy,
Shah said.

Referring to the anti-terror
surgical strikes and airstrike,
the minister said that these
actions showed the meaning of
India's defence policy.

"Before Prime Minister
Modi, India did not have a
defence policy. Even if it exist-
ed, it was a shadow of foreign
policy.

"Earlier, terrorists would be
sent to attack us and there were
similar attempts to do so with
the Uri and Pulwama attacks.
But with the surgical strikes
and airstrikes, we showed what
the defence policy meant," he
said.

The home minister also
stressed that India "worships
peace", "wants peace" and has
cordial relations with every
country in the world.

"India is a geo-cultural
country and the people will
not understand the idea of
India until they understand
this," he said.

"Some people call India a
country of problems, but we
believe that our country has
the potential to solve millions
of problems.

"From 2014 to 2022 under
PM Modi, India achieved sev-
eral things and crores of poor
people started considering

themselves as part of the coun-
try," he said.

Shah said that some people
talk about the human rights of
those involved in terror
attacks, but those who die due
to such acts also have human
rights.

Talking about the scrap-
ping of of Article 370 that gave
special status to Jammu and
Kashmir, he said that Prime
Minister Modi abrogated
Article 370 and Article 35A
with the snap of a finger on
August 5, 2019.

"Those who had said that
there would be a bloodbath
(khoon ki nadiyaan bahengi)
could not even indulge in
stone-pelting.

"PM Modi has shown how
change comes if someone
keeps the nation as a priority.
Our idea of India also revolves
around 'surkashit (safe)
Bharat'," he said.

PNS n KOLKATA

The CBI on Thursday filed an
FIR against West Bengal min-
ister Paresh Chandra Adhikari
after he failed to meet the
deadline set by the Calcutta
High Court for appearance
before its sleuths in connec-
tion with a case of alleged ille-
gal appointment of his daugh-
ter as a teacher in a state gov-
ernment-aided school, an offi-
cial said.

Adhikari, who is the min-
ister of state for education,
along with his daughter, was
booked under IPC sections
420 (cheating and dishon-
esty) and 120B (criminal con-
spiracy), besides sections
under Prevention of
Corruption Act, the official of
the agency said.

"The minister was supposed
to appear before our officers
by 3 pm as per the Calcutta
High Court order, but he did

not. We have lodged an FIR
against him and his daughter,"
he said.

The high court on
Thursday had initially
directed Adhikari to
appear before the
CBI by 3 pm, but
his lawyer sub-
mitted that he
was in
Coochbehar and
would travel to
Kolkata by air in
the evening. Justice
Abhijit Gangopadhyay
then asked the Bidhannagar
police to take him to the CBI
office as soon as he lands at
the NSC Bose Airport here.

The court also said that if
Adhikari was found missing
on the flight, it would be
treated as a hoax created by
him to escape the court and
the CBI and, in that case, the
matter would be dealt with
accordingly.

According to the CBI offi-
cial, Adhikari had mailed to
the agency, seeking more time
to appear before its sleuths.

"He has written to us
seeking more time

to appear before
the officers in
c o n n e c t i o n
with the ongo-
ing investiga-
tion. We are

ready to ques-
tion him," he

added.
The court had ini-

tially directed the minister
to appear before the CBI on
May 17, taking note of plea
that claimed Adhikari 's
daughter was appointed as a
teacher, despite having scored
less than the petitioner.

The TMC leader, however,
skipped appearance on
Wednesday. He also failed to
meet the 3 pm deadline set by
the court on Thursday.

Varanasi court fixes May 23 for next
hearing in Gyanvapi case
PNS n VARANASI (UP)

A Varanasi court hearing the
Gyanvapi-Shringar Gauri case
on Thursday posted the mat-
ter to May 23 for the next hear-
ing.

Both the parties filed their
objections and counter-objec-
tions on Thursday. In view of
the Supreme Court's order to
the lower court not to proceed
with the matter till Friday, it
fixed May 23 for the next
hearing, Madan Mohan Yadav,
the lawyer representing the
Hindu side, said.

Abhay Yadav, the lawyer
appearing for the Muslim side,
said the plaintiff had demand-
ed the court-appointed team to
carry on with its proceedings
by demolishing certain walls,
"to which we have objected".

"Also, a government counsel
had demanded the removal of

fish from a man-made pond
located on the premises of the
mosque. These fish are ours
and we have raised our objec-
tion to this petition as well," he
said.

The two petitions filed in the
Gyanvapi case were to be heard
on Wednesday, but due to a
lawyers' strike over the remarks
of a special secretary-level offi-

cial, the hearings could not be
held.

The strike call was given by
the Banaras Bar Association
and the Central Bar
Association and the hearing
was scheduled on the same on
Thursday.

On Tuesday, Rekha Pathak,
Manju Vyas and Sita Sahu had
filed an application in the

court, stating that there is a
basement to the east of the spot
where a "Shivling" was claimed
to have been found. The base-
ment has been sealed with
brick, stone and cement, they
said.

Besides, there is also a wall
and a basement in front of an
idol of Nandi in the Kashi
Vishwanath temple, and this
basement has also been
blocked with brick, stone, sand
and other items, they said.

They had also asked for
orders to the court-appointed
team to report the length,
width and height of the
"Shivling", besides to open the
door of the west wall, which is
covered with debris inside the
barricading, and to carry out its
work there. Accepting the
application, the court had said
it would hear the matter on
Wednesday.

HC sets aside Delhi government's
doorstep ration delivery scheme

PNS n NEW DELHI

The Congress is neither nation-
al nor Indian and not democ-
ratic either and has become a
"bhai-bahan" party, BJP presi-
dent J P Nadda said on
Thursday in a sharp attack on
dynastic political parties.

Addressing a seminar on
"Threat of Dynastic Political
Parties to Democratic
Governance", Nadda said in
dynastic parties, one person's
interest reigns supreme and
that such parties are a threat to
democracy.

While the Constitution bars
any discrimination on the basis
of birth, the leadership in these
parties is decided on the basis
of birth and others are ignored,

he said, mentioning a host of
dynasty-run regional parties in
almost every state as well as the
Congress in his attack.

These parties lack any ideol-
ogy and their sole aim is to
grab power, Nadda alleged.

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) president blamed the

Congress for the growth of
regional parties, accusing the
main opposition party of not
giving space to regional aspira-
tions during its dominance
over national .

The BJP, he said, believes in
"unity among diversity" and
gives space to regional aspira-

tions while keeping the centre
strong.

As regional parties grow,
personality cults become "over-
bearing and overwhelming" in
these outfits, sidetracking ide-
ology and local aspirations,
Nadda said.

"What is most saddening is
that the Congress has become
neither national nor Indian nor
democratic. It is also standing
now as a party of bhai-bahan,"
he said, in an apparent refer-
ence to Rahul Gandhi and
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra play-
ing key roles in running the
show in their party.

The BJP is the only party
where internal democracy is
maintained, Nadda said.

Citing the presence of dynas-

tic parties from Jammu and
Kashmir to Punjab, Haryana,
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Odisha,
Maharashtra, West Bengal,
Jharkhand, Tamil Nadu,
Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana, he said family inter-
ests are supreme in these par-
ties, vitiating the election
process.

While the BJP, due to its ide-
ological commitment and
decades of struggle, does not
find it difficult to deal with
these parties, Nadda said polit-
ical parties run in a healthy
manner are important for a
healthy democracy, adding that
these parties are like monar-
chies within a democracy.
Their sole aim is to grab power,
he said.

‘Universities should not become
spaces for ideological conflict’

PNS n CHENNAI

Opposing the release of Rajiv
Gandhi assassination case
convicts, the Tamil Nadu
Congress Committee
(TNCC) on Thursday held
silent protest in several parts
of the state while the BJP
accused the grand old party
of adopting double standards
in the issue.

The Congress party said its
stand against AG
Perarivalan's release and key
ally DMK supporting it
would not affect ties between
the 2 partners. Days ago, the
ruling DMK allotted a Rajya
Sabha seat to the national
party and the Congress is
expected to announce its
nominee soon.

Both the Congress and
BJP, however, converged on
their opposition to
Perarivalan's release. 

PNS n JHARGRAM

Amid the row over irregular-
ities in SSC appointments,
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee Thursday
slammed the BJP-led govern-
ment at the Centre for
unleashing a "Tughlagi raj" in
the country and "misusing
federal agencies to settle polit-
ical scores".

Banerjee also claimed that

there were many discrepancies
in government recruitment
during the erstwhile Left Front
regime in the state, details of
which, she said, she will "reveal
soon".

"The BJP is running a
'Tughlaqi' regime (referring
to 14th-century Delhi sultan
Muhammad-bin-Tughlaq who
was known to be wilfull) in the
country and is trying to divide
the nation. It is controlling

central agencies and using
those to settle political scores,"
she said at a public meeting
here.

"A lot of things are being
said about discrepancies in
recruitment. The people are
well aware of those who are
involved in corruption. They
don't like such people neither
do I. If someone has commit-
ted any wrong, the law will
take its own course.

PNS n NEW DELHI

The eastern and western dedi-
cated freight corridors, which
have been designed for the
exclusive movement of goods
trains at a high speed, will now
be used for passenger trains in
times of exigencies, according to
an official order of the Railway
Board.

This will come into effect in
case of train accidents or natur-
al calamities where passengers
will be ferried to their destina-
tions on the parallel DFC net-
work, sources said.

The move will benefit the
passengers of the Delhi-Howrah
and Delhi-Mumbai routes --
two of the busiest rail routes in
the country. These routes also
run parallel to the two dedicat-
ed freight corridors (DFCs).

"The Railway Board has
decided that in case of exigen-
cies, running of passenger-car-
rying trains on the DFCCIL net-
work on corresponding IR lines
can be permitted....," the order
read.

Railway Board officials said
the eastern and western DFCs
are being built only for freight
and as a rule, high-speed goods
trains (100 kmph) are being
operated on the said corridors.

PNS n AIZAWL

Mizoram reported a fresh out-
break of Fall ArmyWorm
(FAW), a pest that damaged
maize cultivations in several
parts of the state, an official said
on Thursday.

Director of Agriculture
Department James Lalsiamliana
told PTI that a report about the
outbreak was received from some
parts of the state on May 13.

Following that, agriculture
officers in all districts were
alerted to take steps to prevent
the outbreak, he said.

The outbreak has affected 89

villages in seven districts,
Lalsiamliana said.

FAW was detected in more than
490 hectare of land across the state
where maize is cultivated, he said.
Mizoram has 11 districts and
detailed information from
Khawzawl and Siaha districts is
awaited. Negligible incidence of
FAW was also reported from
Serchhip and Hnahthial districts,
the official said. Lunglei and Mamit
districts are the worst hit, he said.

While FAW was detected in 287
hectare of land in 22 villages of
Lunglei, it was found in 93.6
hectare of land in 29 villages in
Mamit district, he said.

PNS n NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court
Thursday set aside the AAP
government's doorstep ration
delivery scheme--
Mukhymantri Ghar Ghar
Ration Yojna.

A bench of Acting Chief
Justice Vipin Sanghi and Justice
Jasmeet Singh said the Delhi
government is free to bring
another doorstep delivery
scheme but it cannot use grains
provided by the Centre for this
doorstep scheme.

The high court allowed two
petitions filed by ration deal-
ers challenging the scheme.

The high court had on
January 10 reserved its order
on the pleas by petitioners
Delhi Sarkari Ration Dealers
Sangh and Delhi Ration
Dealers Union after holding
extensive hearings.

Delhi government had

defended the scheme on the
ground that it was for the poor
who were being threatened by
fair price shop (FPS) owners to
opt-out of the home delivery
mode otherwise they would
not be given ration.

The AAP government had
earlier stated that there was a
complete misconception that
fair-price shops would cease to
exist after the implementa-
tion of the scheme.

It had said states like Andhra
Pradesh, Haryana, West
Bengal, Madhya Pradesh, and
Karnataka's Bengaluru have
identical doorstep delivery

schemes.
The Centre, represented by

Central government standing
counsel Monika Arora, had
opposed the Delhi govern-
ment's doorstep ration delivery
scheme, saying that the State
could mitigate the architecture
of the National Food Security
Act (NFSA) while implement-
ing it.

It had earlier said the court
should not allow any state
government to interfere with
the structure of NFSA and
destroy its architecture and
that FPS is an integral part of
the Act.

The Centre had explained
that as per the NFSA, it gave
food grains to states which
have to take it from the
godown of the Food
Corporation of India to deliv-
er it to the doorsteps of fair
price shops for distributing it
to the beneficiaries.

Assam Police alerts Oil India, ONGC 
PNS n GUWAHATI

The Assam Police has issued
an advisory to Oil India Ltd
(OIL) and ONGC regarding
probable subversive activi-
ties by banned ULFA(I) mil-
itants on their installations in
the state as well as their
employees, officials said on
Thursday.

The two PSU energ y

majors have taken the secu-
rity input "seriously" and
already issued a series of "dos
and don'ts" for their staff
after meetings with various
agencies such as CISF and
AISF.

A senior official at the
Assam Police told PTI that a
telephonic advisory was
issued to the officials of Oil
India on possible strikes,

including kidnapping of offi-
cials, on its installations by
the ULFA(I). "During the
monsoon, many places where
the oi l  r igs are located
become inaccessible. So, we
alert the companies about
the security aspect. This is a
periodic and routine thing,"
he said, without elaborating
further. When contacted, OIL
spokesperson Tridiv Hazarika

told PTI from its field head-
quarters in Duliajan that the
company received "some
intelligence input" from the
police earlier this week.

"Immediately an internal
meeting was cal led and
chaired by Resident Chief
Executive In-Charge. It was
attended by senior officials of
CISF, AISF OIL Security and
other departments," he said.

Mizoram reports Fall
ArmyWorm outbreak

BJP misusing central agencies, has unleashed
a "Tughlagi raj": Mamata amid SSC row

In exigencies,
dedicated freight
corridors to be
used 

Cong protests
Perarivalan's
release

CBI files FIR against
Bengal Minister, daughter 

Congress is now party of ‘bhai-bahan': Nadda

APPOINTMENT SCAM

MILITANT ATTACK BY ULFA



However, the WHO’s
importance can’t be underes-
timated. For estimating
COVID deaths in India, the
WHO study has relied,
among various sources, on
death registration data from
the Civil Registration System
(CRS). Several media houses
had published monthly CRS
for a few States last year and
these numbers did not always
match. Depending on which
publication was selected to
pick these numbers, the
mathematical model would
have been different.

According to experts, the
WHO report, in case of India
or other countries, doesn’t go
into the technicality of calcu-
lating the scale of the under-
count. It has adopted a
straightforward method of
calculating excess mortality
by estimating the total num-
ber of people who likely died
in India in 2020 due to all
causes and has subtracted
from that the expected num-
ber of all-cause deaths if
there was no COVID. These
“excess deaths” are considered
a result of COVID-19. There
is general agreement that
because most of the studies
have been pointing to similar
estimates, they must be reflec-
tive of the true toll. But the
fact seems to be that the
researchers and peer review-

ers belong to an overlapping
set of people using similar
methodology.

Going by deaths per
thousand population, India
does not figure among the top
100 countries, though the
infection fatality rate of 1.2
per cent places it in seventh
position, globally. Among the
reasons for confusion over
accurate COVID death esti-
mates are: One, as accurate
death statistics by causes is
hard to come by — around 70
per cent of deaths take place
at home even normally —
attempts have been made to
identify “excess” deaths; two,
the Supreme Court’s decision
to consider all deaths within
three months of COVID
infliction as COVID deaths
resulted in a surge in report-
ing; three, independent jour-
nalists and health statisti-
cians who had sourced regis-
tration data and fragmented
ground-level information
have raised concerns over
CRS’ inadequacy.
Consequently, the WHO
placed India in the category
for which COVID death fig-
ures are to be generated
through modelling and not
based on the officially report-
ed numbers.

However, in reality, at
this stage, any discussion on
the undercount is premature

because India has not yet
stopped counting its COVID
deaths. The figure of 5.24 lakh
deaths is under constant revi-
sion, and is likely to remain
so for some time. Even the
death numbers reported in
2020 and 2021 are not final.
For example, more than
21,000 deaths Kerala has
reported in the last four
months have not happened
this year. Most of them per-
tain to last year. Many deaths
that would have happened in
2020 but are not included in
the 1.49 lakh tally would
have been accounted for at
later stages. Those deaths
have not been missed; these
will reflect in the statistics.
The same is true for 2021.

The need of an hour is to
compile robust data from offi-
cial sources which should be
scientifically collated and val-
idated through field surveys.
Unfortunately, reliable data is
not available with Government
agencies, which is creating
miscommunication and con-
fusion leading to speculation.
The Government should take
appropriate steps to clear the
doubts about the actual count
of COVID deaths.

(The writer is a senior
journalist and Chairman,
Panwar Group of Institutions,
Solan, Himachal Pradesh. The
views expressed are personal.)

O
f late, there’s been some sudden stirring in the Opposition ranks. On the one
side are politicians who are deserting their parent party and looking for green-
er pastures in a foster outfit. In this category fall leaders like Col Ajay Kothiyal

(Retd), who was the Aam Aadmi Party’s chief ministerial candidate in the Uttarakhand
Assembly elections and who has recently resigned from the party. Another one in
the same category is former Punjab Congress president Sunil Jakhar, who quit the
Congress last week and has since made his way into the BJP’s fold. Yet another is
Patidar leader Hardik Patel, who has also parted ways with the Congress, saying
during the ongoing Gyanvapi mosque controversy that the “Congress’s aversion to
pro-Hindu policies” was hurting its fortunes. Interestingly, in his resignation letter,

Hardik had mentioned that the senior Congress lead-
ership was more focused on ensuring that chicken
sandwiches for leaders who had come from Delhi
were delivered on time. However, unlike Jakhar, Hardik
has “till now” not decided whether he would join the
BJP. Though these developments might make it seem
like the saffron party is having an easy time in terms
of the threat of desertions, it is up against another
kind of attack.

A few Opposition parties, which have been for a
while now lying inert, have discovered their voice and
are jumping out at the ruling BJP in an attack mode.
After BSP supremo Mayawati, who hit out at the saf-

fron dispensation earlier this week, now Congress leader Rahul Gandhi has put the
Union Government in his crosshairs. Taking the Government to task over the rising
inflation and unemployment rate in the country, the Congress scion has said that India
currently “looks a lot like Sri Lanka”. He also advised the Government to stop doing
things to distract people since it’s unlikely to change the facts. Elaborating on his litany
of complaints, Rahul also shared graphs of unemployment, rising petrol prices and
incidents of communal violence, and showing similar images of India and Sri Lanka
citing various sources. Hours earlier, Mayawati had raised the same points while lash-
ing out at the BJP-led Government. She alleged that the saffron party was targeting
religious places to divert people’s attention from issues like poverty, unemployment
and inflation. She also claimed that such attempts would only end up weakening the
country. Maybe they have a point!

W
ar is a macabre spectacle. In Ukraine, it is tragically theatrical and absurd
as well. The Russian invasion has dragged on for close to three months.
Perhaps even Vladimir Putin does not know if he is winning or losing. Wars

are accountable to the people who launch them and the victims they kill. This war
somehow seems different. It has caused enough mayhem already, disfigured sev-
eral cities and suburbs of Ukraine, maimed, wounded or killed hundreds, maybe thou-
sands, of civilians and soldiers. The breathless bodies decaying in mass graves are
testimony to the depths of Russian villainy. And yet, look at the irony. The Ukrainians,
who have cornered the world’s sympathy and aid worth billions, are starving because
of a food shortage. Ukraine is among the top exporters of grain, but Russia is deny-

ing Ukrainians access to produce. Russia, facing
western sanctions, is earning more revenue than in
peacetime. The sanctions are deliberately weak to
probably ensure an unaffected supply of Russian oil
and gas to Europe. Russia earned $9 billion in addi-
tional revenue from energy sales in April due to spi-
ralling oil prices. More bizarre things are happening
as the war continues to take its toll, making one won-
der if a surreal media spectacle is being played out
around the wanton destruction. A big draw on US
television was the sudden appearance of the wife
of President Joe Biden in Ukraine. Jill secretly land-

ed in Ukraine’s Uzhhorod, on Mother’s Day. She is used to such visits, having ear-
lier gone to Baghdad in 2010 along with her husband, the then Vice-President.

The husband, now President, designed a tour of his own, even if it was to an
Illinois family farm to “discuss” the war’s impact on food supply and prices at home
and abroad. Ukraine claims a part of the food problem is caused by Russia “steal-
ing” its grain, vegetables and sunflower seeds and shipping them home. NATO did
its bit too, going on an expansion binge and receiving joining requests from Finland
and Sweden only for Turkey to object and use the opportunity to challenge the US.
The diplomatic world is in turmoil as Russia expels dozens of Italian, Spanish and
French diplomats because they did the same to Russian diplomats. At the same time,
diplomats of BRICS members are busy preparing for the Summit meeting with India,
Brazil and South Africa, readying for a cordial meeting with China and Russia. But
what takes the cake is Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy taking time off his
war to open the Cannes film festival, telling an elegantly dressed audience how “hun-
dreds of people are dying every day” in Ukraine. And Zelenskky seems to be in a
hurry not to end the war but to launch publicised war crime trials against captured
Russian soldiers. One such soldier has already pleaded guilty, a mass media cam-
paign victoriously has declared. This war may one day tire of its publicity.

Spoiling for war

A HISTORIC MOMENT FOR INDIA
Sir — The Indian men’s badminton team
has made the nation proud by scripting
history with a spectacular win against for-
midable opponents Indonesia in the
Thomas Cup final. Such a feat of glory and
achievement won million of hearts in the
country and around the globe. It proves
that the Indian badminton teams, both
men and women, have come a long way.
They have carved a niche for themselves
like never before with the dint of constant
hard work and dogged determination. The
consistent positive approach and persever-
ance of players with right professional
guidelines of mentors have yielded
astounding results in the Thomas Cup,
which had eluded us for long.

The individual women’s individual
successful records post-Olympics will
forever remain as an inspiration to all. The
experienced and veteran chief national
coach, Pullela Gopichand, deserved acco-
lades as he has helped the game of bad-
minton reach a zenith at the internation-
al level as well as mould new talent. The
men’s badminton team’s historic win will
forever remain etched in our minds and
be considered as the greatest thing that
ever happened to India in the sport of bad-
minton. It is also to be hoped that the feat
will inspire youngsters to take to the game.

Janga Bahadur Sunuwar | Jalpaiguri

RAJIV GANDHI ASSASSINATION CASE
Sir — The Supreme Court has ordered the
release of AG Perarivalan, who has
served over 30 years of his life term in the
Rajiv Gandhi assassination case. A Bench
headed by Justice L Nageswara Rao
invoked its extraordinary power under
Article 142 to grant relief to Perarivalan.
Article 142 deals with enforcement of
decrees and orders of the Supreme Court.
On March 9, the apex court had granted
bail to Perarivalan while taking note of his
long incarceration and no history of com-
plaints when out on parole.

The top court was hearing the plea of
47-year-old Perarivalan seeking suspension

of his life sentence in the case till the Multi-
Disciplinary Monitoring Agency probe is
completed. In its May 1999 order, the top
court had upheld the death sentence of four
convicts — Perarivalan, Murugan,
Santham and Nalini. On February 18, 2014,
the top court had commuted the death sen-
tence of Perarivalan to life imprisonment,
along with that of Santhan and Murugan
on the grounds of an 11-year delay in
deciding their mercy pleas.

Bhagwan Thadani | Mumbai

CONGRESS MUST REVIVE ITS GLORY
Sir — More than the Congress’ total dom-
inance in national politics till the late
1990s, the subsequent sharp fall in its for-
tunes has led the way to the rise of the
multi-party system in India. Unfortunately,
the party, nurtured for long under the
shadow of secularism after Partition,
could not fully grasp the essence of
Nehruvian context, which was not the sep-
aration of religion from the State but of

staying neutral towards all. Minority
appeasement grew on it more a vice than
virtue and the Congress remains blind-
sided to it.

Also, their consistent failure to gel then
ushered in the BJP with its calculated polit-
ical strategies and adapting to the chang-
ing times, which brought Narendra Modi
to the centre stage. History is witness to
the waves of totalitarianism that inevitably
tend to invite a backlash. Progressive soci-
eties have then striven to restore equilib-
rium, which today is skewed even more
by the pandemic and the following eco-
nomic travails. This is a time for the
Congress to again undertake a padyatra,
much like the Dandi march. Its pedigree
in the fight for freedom, more than its sub-
sequent dynastic credentials, must help it
reclaim relevance.

R Narayanan | Navi Mumbai
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Right course?
The Oppn is trying to pin the Govt on 
the mat on inflation, unemployment

PICTALK

Tourists enjoy rafting on the Beas river, in Manali PTI

FOR ITS PART, THE
TRACK RECORD OF
THE WORLD BODY

ON COVID HAS NOT
BEEN ABOVE BOARD.

ITS OWN STUDY
CONCLUDED THAT

CRUCIAL TIME WAS
LOST IN FIGHTING

THE VIRUS BECAUSE
IT DELAYED THE

ANNOUNCEMENT OF
AN INTERNATIONAL

EMERGENCY

LETTERS TO TTHE EDITOR

BRIJENDER SINGH
PANWAR

The Russia-Ukraine war has been reduced 
to a long-drawn spectacle, with no winners

T
his refers to the May 18 article, ‘War crime

watch: Targeting schools, Russia bombs

the future’. As the Ukraine-Russia war con-
tinues for nearly three months, heart-rending
pictures of the suffering of Ukrainians contin-
ue to raise questions over the actions of Russian
soldiers. The Russian troops have bombarded
1,000 schools so far, killing innocent children
and citizens, even after writing in bold letters
‘Children’ on top of the school buildings. The
Russian soldiers are committing cold-blooded
murders. It is a serious war crime which Putin’s

country is committing. Even after the imposi-
tion of sanctions and turning Ukraine into vir-
tual rubble, there is no point of such heavy
shelling on innocent Ukrainians.

The Russian troops’ advancement didn’t
spare even kindergartens. This shows the cru-
elty and inhumanity of the Russian advance-
ment. At this rate of fatality, the recovery of
Ukraine is far from imaginable since schools
are the foundation and future of any country.
Damage to such institutions is far more
hideous and puts the future in jeopardy.
Russia must stop shelling civilians and educa-
tional institutions. The intention of Russia reeks
of tyranny, which is not the healthy foundation
of any nation. Russia is not only militarising
Ukrainians, but also cutting down the feathers
of their dreams. Russia should exercise its
power morally. Right now, the world sees Putin
as a tyrant who is committing genocide, and
which is highly condemnable.

Manoj Kumar Jena | Cuttack

Russia is destroying dreams

Flawed COVID
death count data

A
recent World Health
Organisation (WHO)
report on excess mor-
tality due to COVID-

19 pegging the India figure at
nearly 10 times the official toll
at 47.4 lakh has created a con-
troversy of sorts. On the one
hand, WHO’s data suggests that
over 90 per cent of deaths in
India have gone unreported
and its death toll of 5.23 lakh so
far is an undercount. The base
number of expected deaths (in
a non-COVID scenario) for
2020, which the WHO has used
in its report, is almost nine lakh
more than the average number
of deaths recorded each year in
India for the last 15 years. The
WHO claims that its results are
based on well-established math-
ematical models. Several other
studies have shown India’s
COVID-related death count at
anywhere between 25 lakh to 60
lakh. On the other hand, the
report has received a lot of crit-
icism in India.

The Health Ministers of
various States who attended a
three-day conference of the
Central Council of Health and
Family Welfare (CCHFW)
under the chairmanship of
Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya passed a
resolution objecting to the
WHO’s estimates. They said
the report was “intended to
show the country in poor light”,
and that the modelling method-
ology used was “flawed”. India
has a robust, efficient and com-
prehensive system for register-
ing deaths and all COVID-19
fatalities are recorded trans-
parently, they said.

For its part, the track record
of WHO on COVID has not
been above board. Its own study
concluded that crucial time was
lost in fighting the virus because
it delayed the announcement of
an international emergency. It
spent weeks persuading China
to allow a team of internation-
al scientists to visit Wuhan after
the outbreak. It then swung to
the other extreme last year after
the relatively less virulent
Omicron surfaced, and it rang
needless alarm bells instead of
educating the world about the
new variant.

SOUNDBITE
It’s not just
increasing 
internet speed but
also the pace of
development and
creating jobs.

Prime Minister
— Narendra Modi

The next couple of
months will be the
most difficult ones
of our lives.

Sri Lanka PM
— Ranil Wickremesinghe

Salman is a very
good friend of
mine. Usne party
pe bulaya, toh
main chali gayi.

Actor
— Kangana Ranaut

The ongoing 
farmers’ protest
(on Chandigarh-
Mohali border) is
unwarranted and
undesirable.

Punjab Chief Minister
— Bhagwant Mann

It’ll take some time
to get the timing
and confidence
back on my 
attacking moves.

Indian wrestler
— Bajrang Punia

The World Health Organisation relied on a modelling methodology to
reach its estimates, but the Indian Government has termed it ‘flawed’



its General Secretary. He contin-
uously remained Party’s General
Secretary till 1976. In that year,
which fell during the Emergency,
he resigned as General Secretary
and Polit Buro member for what
he called the "revisionist habits"
acquired by the Party.

Sundarayya in his resignation
pointed out among others, the Polit
Buro’s failure to concretize party’s
tactical line, non-seriousness on
agrarian resolution in practice,
ignoring building of secret part of
party’s organization, Polit Bureau
not functioning as a collective
bodyand so on. Had the Party
taken serious note of his anguish,
CPI (M) position would have
been much, much better than the
present humiliating status. 

The 19th CPM Party Congress
held in 2008 at Coimbatore called
for a rectification campaign against
wrong trends in the Party. The rec-
tification was meant to unify and
strengthen the Party on correct
principles. How far the objective
could be achieved and how far the
campaign percolated down below
the cadre in its true spirit is 
not known. 

There is no doubt that alien
values and ideas affected CPI(M)
Party leaders and cadres. Along
with the concentration of wealth,
the creation of business-politi-
cian nexus at all levels is intertwin-
ing between corporate and busi-
ness interests and the political sys-
tem. Even the CPI(M) Central
Committee once observed that the
role of money power has increased
to an unprecedented level in pol-
itics, particularly in elections and
CPI(M) cadresare no exception to

it.With the association with bour-
geois parties at various levels, 
particularly through electoral
understandings and with the rise
of the business-political nexus,
there is a corresponding rise in use
of money and other bourgeois
practices. These have corrosive
effect on CPI(M) cadres. Its rela-
tionship with secular parties was
also on the declining mode. 

Majority of the Party member-
ship consists of new entrants who
are still to acquire the basic outlook
of the Party and they are yet to be
grounded in the class and mass
struggles. Such a situation leads to
all sorts of feudal, bourgeois and
petty bourgeois trends emerging
within the Party. The party top
leadership noted that, in the lead-
ing committees of the Party only
around 30 per cent belong to
working class, poor peasants and
agricultural workers.  Violation of
communist norms have also
arisen. Due to parliamentary out-
look and electoral opportunism,
mass movements, launching strug-
gles and building the Party is
being neglected by CPI(M). 

Due to distinct increase in par-
liamentary opportunism among
CPI(M)cadre, Increased numbers
of individual comrades resorted to
revolting when refused party tick-
et. The use of money, liquor and
other corrupt practices has grown
in the party. The money used in
elections has reached an unprece-
dented level in states where the
party is in existence even for
namesake.

The party feels threatened
when some leaders and cadres fail
to live up to the communist stan-

dards and values. The party is no
exception to a lavish lifestyle,
building posh houses, spending
large amounts on weddings, and
organizing festivities on a big
scale. There are examples of com-
rades who have acquired assets and
incur expenses disproportionate to
their known sources of income.
There are cases of Party leaders
running NGOs with no check or
accountability for the funds being
used. Real estate promoters, con-
tractors and liquor contractors
seek to establish connections with
CPM cadre and those in elected
positions. The tendency to collect
big amounts of money from indi-
viduals and affluent sections,
instead of mass collection, has
increased specially to meet election
expenses. Accounts for these are
not properly maintained and sub-
mitted to the respective commit-
tees. Often the Party committees
are unable to initiate action due to
various reasons such as factional
trends, liberalism and reluctance
to antagonize an important 
Party cadre.

Against this background now
it’s time for the CPI (M) to have an
introspection and live up to the
expectations of the people. It is
their essential duty to align with
like-minded forces of secular,
democratic and socialist forces to
counter right-wing politics.Maybe
it is time for the party leadership
to think in terms of actively sup-
porting the alternate national
agenda proposed by Telangana
Chief Minister KChandrasekhar
Rao so that the rise of the right-
wing is checked and democratic
forces are strengthened. 

Time for CPI(M)
to change its style

THE MOVE POSES NO DIRECT THREAT TO US…
BUT THE (NATO) EXPANSION WILL CERTAINLY
PROVOKE OUR RESPONSE.
— RUSSIAN PRESIDENT
VLADIMIR PUTIN

SWEDEN AND FINLAND WILL HAND IN OUR
RESPECTIVE APPLICATIONS TO JOIN NATO,

ABANDONING OUR NEUTRALITY POLICY.
— SWEDEN PRIME MINISTER

MAGDALENA ANDERSSON

P
rime Minister Narendra Modi, hopped across to Nepal to mark
Buddha Poornima celebrations in Lumbini earlier this week. This
one-day visit marks a renewed effort to amend ties with a long

trusted partner and friend in the region. Lumbini is the birthplace of
Buddha and for many years India and Nepal have not managed to
cooperate and integrate it within the larger Buddhist place-of-inter-
est framework. There had been angst for decades among the Nepali
citizens regarding India taking away the cream of Buddhist tourism-
circuit, while ignoring the birthplace. Meanwhile Lumbini became a
place of interest for China which has been using all avenues possi-
ble to increase its strength in Nepal. It has in the past announced as
part of its muscular external infrastructure policy the possibility of invest-
ing nearly $3billion in Lumbini to make it a world peace city and con-
struct a railway line connecting Nepal with Tibet. The status of many
of theseannouncements are on hold at present, but one doesn’t know
when they can be revived. The Himalayan kingdom of Nepal, enmeshed
in shared cultural contexts of the region, has been an interest area
for many power blocs including the US, European Union and China
for some decades now. China has been on alert to the changing influ-
ence spheres in Nepal and has painstakingly built up its share of sup-
porting voices amongst the political and cultural elite. Last month
Chinese foreign minister Wang Yi was in Nepal to ratchet up support
in its favour from the different factions of the Nepalese Communist

Party. It is understood that Wang Yi (also a known India-baiter), insist-
ed on the quarrelling factions of the NepaleseCommunist Party to stay
united and work towards a larger agenda (dictated by Chinese com-
munist party). It was during the reign of Nepalese Communist Party
Prime MinisterKP Sharma Oli that relationship between India and Nepal
tanked to its historic low. He had nearly acted as an extended arm of
Beijing’sgeopolitical strategy. Clearly, China has been trying to iso-
late India’s long-term partners in the region by muscling its way into
their domestic security,infrastructure and economic issues. 

The Prime Minister’s visit to Nepal, along with some other initia-
tives taken by the government in the past few months, suggests India’s
reinvigorated enthusiasm to engage with its immediate neighbourhood.
In April, just before foreignsecretary, Harsh Vardhan Shringla retired,
a high-level inter-ministerial meeting took place to focus on India’s
neighbourhood first policy. It saw participation from the ministries of
home, finance, commerce, fisheries and defence to name a few. It
deliberated on ways to improve roads and other border infrastruc-
ture with Nepal, starting railway link with Bangladesh and providing
humanitarian assistance to Afghanistan and Myanmar. Nepal was the
focus during the meeting given the historical and cultural ties with the
nation. India has done well by refreshing its cultural shared narrative
with Nepal and announced a bunch of new measures to improve peo-
ple to people connect. India’s willingness to develop sister-city rela-
tions between Lumbini and Kushinagar, considered the holiest sites
for Buddhists, has been well received and could be the game chang-
er towards integration of Nepal in the tourism circuit and improving
economic relations between the two countries. India has also signed
6 MoUs with Nepal during the PM’s visit,5 of which are on improv-
ing educational and cultural relations while the 6th relates to hydel
power project. India and Nepal blessed with the abundant wealth from
the Himalayas need to focus on reviving their deep and rich shared
culturalheritage while making way for a new age bilateral relation.

(The writer is a policy analyst. The views 
expressed are personal.)
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POINTCOUNTERPOINT

VANAM JWALA
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India has done well by refreshing its 
cultural shared narrative with Nepal

IT'S TIME FOR
THE CPI (M) 
TO HAVE AN

INTROSPECTION
AND LIVE UP

TO THE
EXPECTATIONS

OF THE
PEOPLE. IT 

IS THEIR
ESSENTIAL

DUTY TO
ALIGN WITH

LIKE-MINDED
FORCES OF
SECULAR,

DEMOCRATIC
AND SOCIALIST

FORCES TO
COUNTER

RIGHT-WING
POLITICS

(The writer is Chief
Public Relations Officer

to Chief Minister of
Telangana. The views

expressed are personal.)

I
t’s easy to imagine Vladimir
Putin coming into the shop
marked ‘Sweden’, breaking

some fine china accidentally on
purpose, and growling: ‘Nice lit-
tle shop you’ve got here. It would
be a pity if something happened
to it.’ But Sweden is not a pottery
shop, Putin is not a Mafia capo,
and what’s going on in the Baltic
now is not a protection racket.

The Russian president has
stampeded both Finland and
Sweden, two neutral countries of
long standing (almost eighty
years for Finland, over two hun-
dred for Sweden), into joining the
NATO alliance, the very ‘threat’
that Putin claimed he was trying
to drive away from Russia’s bor-
ders. Finland has a 1,300-km.
border with northern Russia.
The Swedish and Finnish
response to his invasion of
Ukraine would have surprised

Putin. He would see no connec-
tion between his invasion of
Ukraine, a former Russian impe-
rial possession that needed to be
whipped back into line, and two
independent countries that have
not been in Russia’s sphere of
influence for over a century.

They, on the other hand, did
see a connection. A neighbour
they previously rated as danger-
ous but rational had suddenly
revealed himself to be an aggres-
sive and probably irrational gam-
bler. No fully sane and competent
Russian ruler would have
attacked Ukraine with the inad-
equate forces and haphazard,
overconfident strategy that 
Putin employed.

You might think that Putin’s
sheer incompetence would be
reassuring to the Swedes and the
Finns, but it was not. On the con-
trary, it frightens them, because

they are very much in the same
position as Ukraine militarily: rel-
atively small countries (Sweden
has ten million people, Finland
five million) with very good
military forces.

I can vouch for this person-
ally, because in the course of
making a documentary film
about neutrality I spent time at
sea in the Baltic with Swedish fast
attack boats out of Karlskrona,

and with Finnish reservists on
exercises between Lappeenranta
and the Russian border. They
might even be able to stop the
Russians dead (and nobody else
is in a position to invade them).
That’s why the Swedes chose neu-
trality: they reckoned they were
safer that way. If there were a gen-
eral war, they were not a strate-
gically vital place and they would
be very costly to invade, so

maybe the major combatants
would just leave them alone.

The Finns had neutrality
thrust upon them by the Soviet
Union after the Second World
War. They lost a lot of territory
to the Russians, but they fought
hard enough that Moscow let
them be neutral rather than
reducing them to satellite status.

So why have both countries
now decided to join NATO?
They are still such tough nuts to
crack that they could probably
stop the Russians by themselves
if Moscow was also engaged in a
war with NATO. And why would
the Russians attack only them
alone? Stay neutral, and even in
the worst case the Russians will
probably pass you by.

That remained a valid assess-
ment until 24 February 2022, and
then it suddenly wasn’t. Putin
invaded Ukraine, probably to the

astonishment even of his own
entourage, and from the start
began issuing veiled warnings
about resorting to nuclear
weapons if he was thwarted.

The Russian attack in
Ukraine bogged down almost at
once, as it was bound to do unless
the Ukrainian army was utterly
useless. Too few Russian troops,
too many lines of attack. And the
hints from Moscow about resort-
ing to nuclear weapons to com-
pensate for a conventional defeat
multiplied.

This is crazy stuff, and all
military skills and hardware the
Baltic countries could bring to
bear in a conventional war would
be irrelevant if they were faced
with similar Russian nuclear
threats themselves.

The only effective counter to
a nuclear threat is a credible
promise of nuclear retaliation.

Sweden and Finland have no
nuclear weapons, and the only
way they can have their security
guaranteed by a nuclear deterrent
is to join NATO.  So that is what
they are doing.

The Swedes still don’t like
nuclear weapons, and Prime
Minister Magdalena Andersson
emphasised that Sweden will
not allow foreign troops or
nuclear weapons to be based in
the country, but the deal is done.

Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdo?an is demanding
that the two Baltic countries
expel some anti-Turkish Kurdish
activists as a reward for not
vetoing this NATO expansion,
but this problem will be finessed.
It will take months to do the legal
work, but in practice the two
Baltic countries are already 
covered by NATO’s nuclear 
guarantee.

Both are very much in the same position as Ukraine militarily

Farewell neutrality: Sweden and Finland

(Gwynne Dyer’s new book
is ‘The Shortest History of
War’. The views expressed

are personal.)

GWYNNE DYER

KUMARDEEP BANERJEE T
he largest arm of the Communist
Party in the country the CPI
(Marxist) founded by stalwarts
like Pucchalapalli Sundarayya,

EMS Namboodiripad, Harkishan Singh
Surjit, Pramod Dasgupta, AK Gopalan, BT
Ranadive, M Basava Punniah, P
Ramamurti and Jyoti Basu could manage
to win just three Lok Sabha seats in the
2019 elections. For the first time since its
formation in 1964, the party drew a blank
in West Bengal. The CPI(M) which
played a pivotal role in government for-
mation at the centre in 1989, 1996 and
2004 is no more a confidant of
Government of the day. The failure of the
Communists will certainly enhance the
influence and authority of right-wing pol-
itics and communalism and that is not
healthy for the nation.  

After India’s Independence, a series of
events like Sino-Soviet split and Sino-
Indian war led to the split in the
Communist Party of Indiain 1964. The
breakaway Communist Party of India
(Marxist) emerged stronger both in terms
of membership and performance in
Indian elections. CPI (M) has a glorious
record in conducting class and mass strug-
gles. It is the biggest contingent of the Left.
It was once heading Left-led Governments
in three States, now cut down to one. 

In early 1950s, the united CPI was bit-
terly divided over the manner in which
political power in India should be cap-
tured. The militant voices advocated the
‘Chinese path’, or capture of power
through violent means and the other
group was for the ‘Indian path’ or capture
power within the constraints of Indian
Constitution. Chandra Rajeswara Rao,
who advocated Chinese Path, did not sail
with CPI(M) after the split. Makineni
BasavaPunniah, who advocated Chinese
Path along with Rajeswara Rao, became
a politburo member of the CPI(M) after
the split in 1964. However, Sundarayya in
his letter to the party Polit Bureau and
Central Committee in August 1975
offered his resignation as party General
Secretary and criticized Basava Punniah
for limiting his role in the party.

Pucchalapalli Sundarayya was a
founding member of the Communist
Party of India (Marxist) and a leader of
the peasant revolt in the Telangana
Rebellion. In 1936, Sundarayya became a
member of the Central Committee of the
undivided Communist Party of India. He
went underground between 1948 and
1952. He was re-elected to the Central
Committee in 1952. He was also elected
to the Polit Bureau, the highest forum in
the Party. When the Party leadership was
in favour of supporting the Government
at the time of the Sino-Indian War,
Sundarayya resigned his positions protest-
ing against the policies of the dominant
leadership of the Party. He was arrested
and imprisoned during November 1962
at the time of India-China border war.
After the split Sundarayya was elected as

There are examples of comrades who have acquired assets and incur
expenses disproportionate to their known sources of income
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B
rokerage house HDFC
Securities on Thursday
said it will be opening

multiple digital centres in the
country to boost digital
adoption for its customers.
This announcement is a part
of the company's
commitment to empower its
clients with the latest
technological solutions to

ease their trading journey, while helping them to take charge of their
own investments. Thousands of new investors entered the stock
market in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic. This new generation of
investors has a very different investment ethos than their
predecessors. A large percentage of these traders are millennials and
Gen Zers, who are not just tech-savvy, but are also digital natives,
HDFC Securities said in a statement. These digitally native investors
want uninterrupted journeys with an ease of investing available at their
fingertips. However, periodically, they also need some handholding in
understanding the processes, it added. To address this need, HDFC
Securities said it is gearing up to operate 13 digital centres across
India, acting as propellers for customers to get more out of their digital
engagement with HSL platforms. It further said the number of such
centres may grow based on the requirement. "To be able to attract and
retain this new generation of investors, we need to focus on digital
transformation in a way that eases the customer's entire trading
lifecycle. 

HDFC Securities to open more digital
centres to assist  investors

N
ITI Aayog CEO
Amitabh Kant on
Thursday said it is

the private sector's job
to create wealth and the
government should
focus on laying down
public policy framework.
Addressing 'GovTech
Summit 2022', Kant
further said India needs
a very simple, efficient,

and transparent government. "The government's job should be laying
down public policy framework, it is the private sector's job to create
wealth. The only other areas where the government should be are
health, education and nutrition," he said. Talking about the digital
economy, Kant said India is at the cusp of a very important
transformation and the whole process of digitisation has been a
transformational journey. "If eastern parts of India digitises fully and
makes governance very easy, then eastern part of India will actually
become a very responsive government," he said, adding that these
states are full of mineral resources.
The NITI Aayog CEO also stressed that data-driven governance is the
key to good governance.

Govt should focus on public
policy framework : Amitabh Kant

Rupee slumps 10 paise to close
at all-time low of 77.72/US $

T
he rupee extended
its losses and
slumped 10 paise

to close at a record low
of 77.72 (provisional)
against the US dollar on
Thursday, weighed
down by a negative
trend in domestic
equities and unabated
foreign fund outflows.
At the interbank foreign

exchange market, the rupee opened lower at 77.72 against the
greenback, and finally settled for the day at 77.72, down 10 paise
over its previous close. During the trading session, the rupee
touched an intra-day low of 77.76 and a high of 77.63.
On Wednesday, the rupee declined by 18 paise to close at 77.6?2.
"Rupee consolidated in a narrow range despite sharp sell-off in
domestic and global equities. Dollar also retraced from higher levels
after economic number released from the US came below
estimates," said Gaurang Somaiya, Forex & Bullion Analyst, Motilal
Oswal Financial Services. The dollar index, which gauges the
greenback's strength against a basket of six currencies, was trading
0.28 per cent lower at 103.51. Global oil benchmark Brent crude
futures fell 1.87 per cent to USD 107.07 per barrel.
The 30-share BSE Sensex ended 1,416.30 points or 2.61 per cent
lower at 52,792.23, while the broader NSE Nifty fell 430.90 points or
2.65 per cent to 15,809.40. Foreign institutional investors were net
sellers in the capital market on Wednesday, as they offloaded shares
worth Rs 1,254.64 crore, as per stock exchange data.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Sugar exports have risen by 64
per cent to 71 lakh tonnes
during October 2021-April
2022 period on better demand
for the Indian sweetener in
global markets, according to
industry body ISMA.

In a statement, Indian Sugar
Mills Association (ISMA) said
that 43.19 lakh tonnes of
sugar was exported during the
corresponding period of the
last year.

"As per port information
and market reports, over 85
lakh tonnes of contracts for
export of sugar have already
been entered into so far. Out
of this, around 71 lakh tonnes
of sugar have been physically
exported out of the country till
end of April 2022," ISMA
said in a statement.

Another 8-10 lakh tonnes
of sugar is in pipeline to be
physically exported in May
2022.

ISMA said it expects over
90 lakh tonnes of export in the
current 2021-22 marketing

year, as against 71.91 lakh
tonnes exported in the previ-
ous year.

Sugar production rose by 14
per cent to 348.83 lakh tonnes
till May 15 of the current mar-
keting year that started in
October 2021, on higher sug-
arcane production, accord-
ing to ISMA.

Sugar production stood at
304.77 lakh tonnes in the
year-ago period.

The sugar marketing year
runs from October to
September."The net sugar pro-
duction without diversion into
ethanol is higher by 58.07 lakh

tonnes as compared to last
year. However, in terms of
actual sugar produced after
considering diversion for pro-
duction of ethanol, the differ-
ence in sugar production is
about 44.06 lakh tonnes,"
ISMA said.

Total sales in April, 2022
has been estimated as 23.91
lakh tonnes.

"Total sales in the current
season up to April, 2022 are
estimated at 160.05 lakh
tonnes as against 152.61 lakh
tonnes during the same peri-
od last year," the statement
said.

Sugar exports up 64 pc to 71 lakh
tonnes during Oct'21-Apr'22 period

After cement, Adani to
foray into healthcare

PNS n NEW DELHI

The unabated surge in prices of
cotton and cotton yarn may
affect the country's apparel
exports target of USD 19-20 bil-
lion during the current fiscal,
AEPC chairman Narendra
Goenka said on Thursday.

He said that the prices have
jumped by about 125-130 per
cent during the last 18 months
and one of the reasons for that
would be "unchecked" exports
of cotton and cotton yarn.

He suggested the govern-
ment to impose a temporary
ban on exports of cotton and
cotton yarn like Indonesia has
done for its palm oil.

"In 2021-22, the exports were
USD 16 billion and we are tar-
geting USD 19-20 billion this fis-
cal. But because of the price rise,
it looks to be a concern on
achieving the target. The indus-
try is facing a big challenge at the

raw material front," Goenka
said.

He added that if the price rise
does not stop, global customers
would start looking at sourcing
options other than India."About
60-70 per cent of cotton and cot-
ton yarn are going to our com-

petitor countries like Bangladesh
and Vietnam. This is a worri-
some situation," he said.

On export front, he said that
the Apparel Export Promotion
Council (AEPC) is taking sev-
eral steps like organising buyer-
seller meets in different parts of

he world to promote exports.
"The free trade agreement

with UAE and Australia would
give a significant jump in our
exports. Resolving the raw mate-
rial issue will help in availing full
benefit of these agreement," he
said.

Union commerce minister
Piyush Goyal held a meeting
recently with stakeholders of the
cotton value chain to discuss the
surging cotton and yarn prices
in the current season. Goyal has
asked the stakeholders to resolve
the issue with collaborations
without pushing the govern-
ment to intervene which, the
minister warned, would have a
long-term impact on cotton
value chain.

Goenka said that the price
rise is happening at a time
when the apparel industry is in
expansion mode by availing
benefits of production linked
incentive and other schemes.

The council is exploring new
markets in south America and
Africa to further boost the
exports.Ready-made garment
exports rose by 21.4 per cent to
USD 1.57 billion in April this
year as against the correspond-
ing month of last year.

Rising cotton, yarn prices may hit apparel exports 

PNS n MUMBAI,

Equity benchmarks fell
sharply on Thursday, mirror-
ing a sell-off in global mar-
kets, with the Sensex and
Nifty tumbling over 2.60 per
cent on across-the-board sell-
ing. Persistent foreign fund
outflows also continue to
dampen sentiment.

The 30-share BSE bench-
mark Sensex dived 1,416.30
points or 2.61 per cent to set-
tle at 52,792.23. During the
day, it tumbled 1,539.02
points or 2.83 per cent to
52,669.51.

The broader NSE Nifty
tanked 430.90 points or 2.65
per cent to end at 15,809.40.

From the Sensex firms,
HCL Technologies, Wipro,
Infosys, TCS, Tech Mahindra,
Tata Steel, IndusInd Bank
and Kotak Mahindra Bank
were the major laggards.

ITC and Dr Reddy's
emerged as the gainers.

Barring Shanghai, other
Asian markets ended lower,
with Seoul, Hong Kong and
Tokyo settling in the red.

Equity exchanges in
Europe were also trading
sharply lower in the after-
noon session. Stock markets
in the US had ended deep in
the red on Wednesday.

Sensex tanks over
1,400 pts amid
global market rout

PNS n NEW DELHI

IT major Wipro has launched
its new innovation studio at
Austin in Texas, US, the com-
pany said on Thursday.

Wipro said that the new
centre, spread over 40,000
square feet, will create hun-
dreds of jobs locally.

"The studio will provide a
dynamic collaborative work-
place environment with a har-
monious balance of diverse
work settings and amenity
offerings. It will also create a
fresh intake of new-age talent
for hot tech skills, thereby cre-
ating hundreds of new jobs

locally and bringing invest-
ments from tech organisa-
tions starting from the first
year itself," the company said
in a statement.Wipro's innova-
tion studio is designed to be a
collaborative space of 36 hud-
dle rooms, 12 conference
rooms and 330 individual
think spaces, energising com-
munity spaces and areas for
focused collaboration, the
statement said."The studio will
provide our clients a wide
range of solutions, with a
potential to unlock a world of
possibilities for their busi-
ness," said Srini Pallia, Wipro
Limited CEO of Americas .

Wipro launches new tech
innovation studio in Austin

PNS n NEW DELHI

Billionaire Gautam Adani's
group has created a new com-
pany for its foray into health-
care services through the
acquisition of large hospitals,
diagnostic chains, and
offline and digital phar-
macies.

Adani Enterprises
Ltd - the group's
business incubator
firm - in a regulato-
ry filing said a whol-
ly-owned subsidiary,
Adani Health Ventures
Ltd (AHVL) was incorporat-
ed on May 17, 2022.

AVHL will "carry on the
business of healthcare-related
activities including, inter alia,
setting up, running, adminis-
trating medical and diagnos-
tic facilities, health aids, health
tech-based facilities, research
centers and to do all other
allied and incidental activities
in this regard," it said.

AHVL, it said, will com-
mence its business operations

in due course.
The group, which runs busi-

nesses from seaports to air-
ports and energy, forayed into
the cement sector through
the acquisition of Swiss
cement maker Holcim's India

operations for a total of
USD 10.5 billion.

For its health-
care foray, the
group reportedly
has been in talks
with big names

in the sector and
may invest up to

USD 4 billion.
It and Piramal Healthcare

are reportedly in the race to
buy the public sector pharma-
ceutical firm, HLL Lifecare Ltd
(HLL). The government had
in December 2021 decided to
sell a 100 per cent stake of the
company to private entities. As
many as seven initial bids
have been received for the
company.The healthcare space
in India is quite fragmented
with the market dominated by
local and regional players.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Gold in the national capital on
Thursday gained Rs 76 to
reach Rs 50,027 per 10 grams,
supported by rupee deprecia-
tion, according to HDFC
Securities.In the previous
trade, the precious metal had
finished at Rs 49,951 per 10
grams.In contrast, silver tum-
bled Rs 710 to Rs 60,224 per
kg from Rs 60,934 per kg in
the previous trade.

The rupee extended its loss-
es and slumped 10 paise to
close at a fresh record low of
77.72 (provisional) against the
US dollar on Thursday,
weighed down by a negative
trend in domestic equities
and unabated foreign fund
outflows.In the international
market, gold was trading lower
at USD 1,812 per ounce while
silver was flat at USD 21.33 per
ounce."Gold prices traded
weak with spot gold prices at
COMEX trading marginally
down at USD 1,812 per ounce
on Thursday. 

Gold gains 
Rs 76; silver
tumbles Rs 710

PNS n NEW DELHI

A total of 175 mineral blocks
have been auctioned across
nine states in the country
since 2015-16.

During last month, 20
mineral blocks were auc-
tioned, which included three
iron ore, three limestone,
three bauxite and 10 man-
ganese mines, according to
mines ministry.

"Since the amendment to
MMDR Act, 1957, a total of
175 mineral blocks have
been auctioned so far across
9 states," the ministry said in
its major highlights for the
month of April.While 10
mines were auctioned in
Madhya Pradesh, eight
blocks were auctioned in
Andhra Pradesh and two in
Andhra Pradesh.Twenty
three notices inviting tenders
were issued in Chhattisgarh,
Karnataka, Rajasthan and
Maharashtra.

175 mineral blocks
auctioned since
2015-16: Govt

PNS n NEW DELHI

AirAsia India on Thursday
announced that it is offering
50 percent discount on excess
baggage fees for passengers
taking connecting interna-
tional flights till June 30.

Flyers connecting to inter-
national flights from AirAsia
India's domestic flights can
now pre-book their excess
baggage at the significantly

discounted price of Rs 100
per kg, compared to the stan-
dard excess baggage charges
of Rs 450 per kg when
booked online and Rs 500 per
kg when booked at the air-
port, the airline's statement
said.

This discounted excess
baggage fees can be booked
up to two hours prior to
domestic flight's departure, it
mentioned.

AirAsia India is majority-
owned by Tata Sons Private
Ltd with a shareholding of
83.67 percent and the
remaining stake is with
AirAsia Investment Ltd
(AAIL), which is part of
Malaysia's AirAsia Group.

Last month, Tatas-owned
Air India had sent a propos-
al  to Competit ion
Commission of India (CCI)
to acquire AirAsia India.

AirAsia India halves excess baggage fees
for passengers taking connecting intl flights

Hero MotoCorp launches new
edition of Splendor motorcycle
PNS n NEW DELHI

Two-wheeler market leader
Hero MotoCorp on Thursday
launched a new edition of its
popular motorcycle Splendor,
priced at Rs 72,900 (ex-show-
room, Delhi).

Named the Splendor+
XTEC, the new edition comes
with features such as full dig-
ital meter with bluetooth con-
nectivity, call and SMS alert,
real-time mileage indicator,
low fuel indicator, LED high
intensity position lamp and
exclusive graphics, the compa-
ny said in a statement.

Additionally, it also comes
with an integrated USB charg-
er, side-stand engine cut-off
and Hero's idle stop-start sys-

tem, i3S technology, it
added.Hero MotoCorp head
of strategy and global product
planning Malo Le Masson
said, "Hero Splendor is the
most popular and the best-
selling motorcycle in India, a
true companion to millions

across India. It has been an
icon for almost three decades
and will still continue to
inspire many with the launch
of the Splendor+ XTEC
model, adding technological-
ly advanced features and a
smart modern design."

PNS n CHENNAI

Union Minister of State for
Science & Technology and
Earth Sciences Dr Jitendra
Singh on Thursday said the
carbon footprint of leather
processing activity should be
brought to zero-level and the
bio-economy of animal skin-
derived products would be the
new mantra.

Collagen-based innovative
biomaterials for applications in
human healthcare are new
opportunities and they could
well become co-products of
leather, if the next generation
leather- making technologies
avoid contaminating skin-
based matrix materials with
lime, sulfide and many other
sensitive chemicals, he said.

Speaking at the platinum
jubilee celebrations of the
Central Leather Research
Institute (CLRI), Chennai,
Singh said the leather footwear
needs to be designed and
developed into footcare solu-
tions with foot hygiene and
wearer comfort as the unique
selling proposition.

"There are as many as half a
million cells in the sole of the

feet that enable the sweating
process and leather enjoys an
unmatched potential for tran-
spiration," he said. Diabetics'
footwear is one such product
that ensures better quality of
life due to the reduction in the
abnormal distribution of plan-
tar foot pressure, the Minister
said.Efforts are on to prepare
customised footwear for
Indians by using 3D technol-
ogy to scan the feet of the per-
sons to prepare their footwear.
About 73 districts in the coun-

try have been included to
implement the project in the
first phase, he said.

The Indian leather industry
must seek net-zero carbon
footprint to meet the environ-
mental norms, he said and
added that the carrying capac-
ity requirement of the leather
sector in locations like Tamil
Nadu demands the implemen-
tation of zero liquid discharge
as the enforced environmental
norm, which is under discus-
sion.

"The new vision for leather
research and industry during
the next 25 years may need to
be on sustainability, net zero
carbon footprint, bio-economy
of animal skin-derived prod-
ucts and ensuring income par-
ity for workers besides brand-
building," he saidSingh said the
Indian leather sector, which
provided livelihood for about
50,000 people in 1947, is wide-
ly known to support the liveli-
hood of over 45 lakh people in
the country today.

Reduce carbon footprint of
leather processing: Jitendra

PNS n NEW DELHI

Punjab & Sind Bank on
Thursday reported an over
two-fold jump in net profit at
Rs 346 crore for the quarter
ended March 2022, helped by
a decline in bad loans.

The state-owned lender
had posted a net profit of Rs
160.79 crore in the same
quarter of the preceding fis-
cal year.

Total income during the
quarter increased to Rs
2,007.90 crore as against Rs
1,940.62 crore in Q4 FY21,
the bank said in a statement.

Gross bad loans or non
performing assets (NPAs) of
the bank came down to 12.17
per cent of gross advances as
of March 31, 2022, from
13.76 per cent by end of
March 2021.

Punjab & Sind Bank
Q4 profit more than
doubles to Rs 346 cr
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he makers of
the web series
Apharan have
just dropped
the trailer of

the second season.
Ektaa R Kapoor’s

Apharan 2 features
Arunoday Singh, aka
Rudra Shrivastava, trav-
elling from the ghats of
Haridwar to the icy
locales of Serbia for a
secret mission. The trail-
er also features Nidhi
Singh as Ranjana
Srivastava who plays
Rudra’s wife battling
drug addiction. Also fea-
tured in the trailer is
Snehil Dixit Mehra as
Gillauri and Saanand

Verma as Satyanarayan
Dubey.

Talking about playing
Ranjana, Nidhi Singh
said, “My character
Ranjana finds herself in a
world of trouble this sea-
son, and her husband
Rudra will move heaven
and earth to help her. Be
it complex plot twists,
exciting characters, or a
foot-thumping sound-
track, the makers have
outdone themselves this
time. The show takes off
from the very first
episode itself. I am
thankful to Ektaa for
casting me again in the
second season of this
brilliant show. Viewers

are in for a treat with this
second season.”

Talking about her role,
Snehil aka Gillauri, said,
“From being a creative
director in the first sea-
son to essaying such a
fun, quirky yet important
role in the second sea-
son, this has been an
absolute joyride for me.
Playing Gillauri was a lot
of fun. My character is
very irreverent and
funny which adds to the
show’s entertainment.”

Produced by Ding
entertainment, directed
by Santosh Singh,
Apharan 2 will be
streaming from May 24
on ALTBalaji.

Apharan 2 trailer takes viewers

from Haridwar to Serbia
T

uess who was
snipped out of
Tom Cruise’s 10-
minute career
retrospective

montage at the 75th
Cannes Film Festival?
None other than his wife of
10 years and co-star in
three of his films, Nicole
Kidman.

The montage, studded

with shots of Cruise saving
the world as Ethan Hunt
from various Mission:
Impossible adventures, was
screened before the star-
studded world premiere of
Top Gun: Maverick.

Here’s how Variety has
reported the excision of
footage featuring Kidman.

Sure, Days of Thunder,
the film that Kidman and

Cruise met cute on, was
represented, but no footage
of the two of them in a tor-
rid embrace was on display.
Instead, it was only shots of
Cruise behind the wheel of
a very fast car.

Yes, there were clips
from Far and Away, but
only Cruise riding a horse.
No Kidman to be found.

And, of course, Eyes
Wide Shut made the grade,
“it being the final film from
auteur-iest of auteurs”
Stanley Kubrick (the
French love their filmmak-
ers!). That erotic drama
featured Cruise and
Kidman as a married cou-
ple whose relationship is
challenged by the wife's
admission that she contem-
plated having an affair. But
Cannes didn’t go with any-
thing from the pair’s
wrenching confessional
moments. Instead, Cruise is
glimpsed removing a mask.
Other Cruise co-stars were
on display and they includ-
ed Dustin Hoffman (Rain
Man), Kristen Dunst
(Interview with the
Vampire), Renée “you com-
plete me” Zellweger (Jerry
Maguire) and Penelope
Cruz (Vanilla Sky).

Nicole Kidman excised from
Tom Cruise montage at Cannes

g

awazuddin
Siddiqui will cel-
ebrate his birth-
day for the sev-
enth time at

Cannes. Nawazuddin
Siddiqui’s talent has set a
benchmark for other
actors while leaving the
masses raving about the
same. The actor will be
seen at Cannes 2022 on
the occasion of his birth-
day. Nawazuddin will cele-
brate his birthday for the
7th time this year at the
Cannes Film Festival.
From his 2012 releases
Miss Lovely and Gangs of
Wasseypur, then Monsoon
Shootout, The Lunchbox,
Bombay Talkies released in
2013, followed by Raman

Raghav released in 2016
and 2018 release Manto
happened. 
The films were nominated
at the Cannes Film Festival
and coincidentally, the
actor was celebrating his
birthday.

The actor attended the

event as an Indian repre-
sentative to receive an
honor for the country.

On the work front,
Nawaz has an interesting
lineup of films in his kitty
which includes Tikoo Weds
Sheru, Noorani Chehra and
Adbhut.

Nawazuddin Siddiqui to celebrate

his birthday once again at Cannes

n

uring the inaugu-
ration of the India
pavilion at Cannes
2022 on
Wednesday,

Academy Award winner
A.R. Rahman explained why
we should tell stories about
West and try to break the
boundaries.

“I can’t say much
because I’ve been in
the industry for
almost 40 years —
10 years of playing
outside as a musi-
cian and 30 years as
a composer. I was a
director for the sen-
sory cinemat-
ic expe-
rience,”
he
said.

Rahman further shared
that despite the fact we have
our stories to tell, we must
not restrict ourselves.

“Even though we have so
many stories, we should tell
stories about the West
because we have a narrative

about the West. We
should be doing
that. The West
does Gandhi, he
(Shekhar Kapur)
is the man who
has done
Elizabeth: The
Virgin Queen. I
am super
inspired by him,”

he added

while hinting towards film-
maker Shekhar Kapur.

On the reason for choos-
ing English language for his
film, he elaborated, “The
reason why I did this in the
English language and for an
international audience was
to see if it is possible to
break those boundaries and
set a new path. Even if we
fail it’s fine. I am talking
about Le Musk, the sensory
cinematic experience in
Cannes XR. I want to thank
my whole team, and please
do check it out and see how
we can improve and cele-
brate it. God bless you all.
Thank you so much.”

The Indian delegation led
by I&B Minister Anurag
Thakur was present for the
inauguration of the Indian
pavilion at the ongoing
Cannes Film Festival in
France.

Deepika Padukone is
attending the festival as a
jury member, Aishwarya Rai
Bachchan, Kamal Haasan, R
Madhavan, Shekhar Kapur
and Tamannaah Bhatia are
among the Indian celebri-
ties attending the 75th edi-

tion of the film festival.

We must not limit ourselves to
only Indian stories: A.R. Rahman

d
fter producing a
string of hits in
Hindi cinema,
producer Anand
Pandit is now

exploring the regional space
with  Marathi and Gujarati
films and his latest is the
family centric comedy, Fakt
Mahilao Mate. The film is
jointly produced by Vaishal
Shah and features Gujarati
superstar Yash Soni and
Deeksha Joshi . The film is
directed by Jay Bodas and
its highlight will be a cameo
by none other than super-
star Amitabh Bachchan.
Says Pandit, “It is getting
tough for  me to envision
any project without Amit ji
who has been a friend, men-
tor and guide to me in so
many ways over the years.
The moment I asked him if
he would do a cameo in
Fakt Mahilao Mate , he
instantly said, ‘Yes!’ He did
not ask to hear the script or
to know who the director
was and came on the sets.
This is the first time that
Amit ji is playing a Gujarati
character in a Gujarati film.”
He continues, “Bachchan
Sir’s  presence on the sets
delighted everyone, includ-

ing  my co-producer Vaishal
Shah and the entire cast and
crew. When Amit ji  heard
the script on the sets, he
loved the witty twists and
laughed heartily  during the
shoot. He was right on time
as usual and finished his
scenes with clockwork pre-
cision. Everyone was sur-
prised by his ease with
Gujarati but few people
know that he is a linguist
and effortlessly picks up the
nuances of different lan-
guages. I remember watch-
ing him in Laawaris where
he spoke multiple languages
in a comic scene and little
did I know that one day, he
would  face the camera for
my own Gujarati film! As
always, he dazzled everyone
with his professionalism and
charisma.” The film jointly
produced by Vaishal Shah
will release on August 19.

A

Big B to play a Gujarati character for
the 1st time  in Anand Pandit's next
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TEJAL SINHA

rpan Kumar Chandel, aka
King, has made his name in
the music industry as an
artist with some amazing
albums, including Tum
Saath Rehna, Main Bas

Kehti Nahi, Tera Hua Na Kabhi, Tu
aake dekhle, and Baazi. 

We caught up with The King over a
zoom call to learn about his journey as
an artist and also about his upcoming
project. So just get relaxed and read
ahead. 

Unlike the rest, King was someone
who used to listen to the songs from
his childhood. He shares, “Woh mera
ek roop hai jisme mai khilta hoon. Meri
saari ussi pe lagti hai. I am a good lis-
tener, and I have listened to a lot of
music since childhood. When time
passed, the music just got ready in the
back of my mind, and I started using it
as an opportunity. Whatever mistakes
that I made, I made sure to learn from
them in a faster way.”

His journey to becoming a musician
began in a very playful way. To this, he
shares, “I used to make some music and
add words to it and then add different
types of music. I became a little more
active on YouTube in 2019, after which
I got a lot of appreciation from people
around me. This was when I under-
stood that there was something within
me and why should I simply hide it?”

It was in 2019, that he got an oppor-
tunity to be a part of MTV Hustle,
which turned out to be a turning point
in his career.

“Getting an opportunity to be a part
of MTV Hustle helped me a lot in my
career. That was the first time I went
to Mumbai. With the show, I knew I
would get this thing called fame. Joh
agar dhang se use hogayi toh bahut
achi cheez bhi hai aur khudh pe zyada
haavi kardi toh nuksan hai. One thing
I got to know was that you have to
work hard. Even if I got fame, I tried
to keep that with me and use it when I
needed it, or else keep it just with me.
For me, it is my work that matters. I
have to work hard. One won’t get what

they wish for without working hard.
When you go out of the show, as an
artist, how would you present it
because you won’t be having those
expensive cameras out there? Reality is
different. There are many people who
show that they are stars, but in reality
it is very different. For me, I’ll always
be the same person on screen as I am
in reality. I knew I had to work on
both sides. It was good because there
was a good exercise pattern where you
had to keep the song ready, record,
and perform within the given time,
which was going to be live. If you
make a mistake, then it will be there.
The show was not a scripted one.
People made it sound as if it was
scripted. People themselves sounded
like it was scripted but it was not,”
shares the artist, adding that he would-
n’t stay in the show if it was scripted.
The show had helped him mould him-
self even better than before. 

YouTube has also played a very
important role in shaping his career.
What does an artist want? It took an
artist like King, who used to sing in a
closed room, made music and took a
little courage to upload them. 

He adds, “This platform gives you
opportunities to perform, and I didn't
have to get scared because the person
making the video in the camera is also
mine. The music was created by me. I
have never been shot in any public
place. All my songs are shot in some
part of New Delhi. It was important so
that I could easily open up in the envi-
ronment. That is when I’ll come in
front of the people. By the time you
get the confidence on screen, the con-
fidence can also be seen publicly.
YouTube has played a very important
role. According to me, everything has
a good and a bad side. You can use the
platform in a good way and also see
people using it in a bad way as well as
people not using it properly. This is
the entertainment business. People do
not actually care. People will come see
your video and then get bored. For
me, I’ll be trying from the very first
day to put in the right work.”

His music also got him the offer of
being a part of the Bigg Boss 15 show.
However, he refused to be a part of the
show. Why? Let’s listen to the King. “I
have been watching Bigg Boss since
my childhood. I have seen around 3 or
4 seasons, but then since I used to play
football as a sportsperson, I was not
much into these. After that, I was a
part of the MTV Hustle and, by God's
grace, I received a lot of respect from
it. Views, popularity, and fame are all
at different places, but with the show, I
would just get fame. We see a lot of
violence in the show. But with me, the

problem is that I cannot listen to any-
thing wrong, which for sure would
happen in the show. Someone would
just come and poke you for no reason.
I would not like to go on a show where
people put down their dignity. I would
not fit in there because within me, in
real life, I have a lot of patience, but if
things are going out publicly, I would
not like to listen to or talk about them.
I have worked hard to live the life I am
living now, and that is what I need.
You should learn to say no to put a
good vision in your mind,” he shared,
adding that he would surely be a part
of a reality show if he felt like it.

According to him, there are two
types of famous people. “One who is
just famous, which we generally see,
and the other is famous with
respect, which is very rare.
When you say FWR, a
name just comes into
your mind. For me,
fame means being
famous with
respect. Success for
me is that never a
day should come
in life when my
family has to
take the help of
someone else,
no matter what
the reason is. That is
when you’ve done
something.”

On the work front,
King released an album
called The Carnival in
2020, which was inspired by
his own life. “I have never had a
godfather or guru who has taught
me something in music. There are
things that every one of us is
suffering from. Be it empty
pockets, relationships, demo-
tivation, or fantasies. We
wish for them but are not
able to get them. So I
just took these things
and my voice and put
them all in one place.
I can’t make things
just to hype them
up; they have to be
relatable.I write for
people.”

At present, King
is going to come
up with a first of
its kind musical EP
titled Khwabeeda
— a weekly series
of stories and
songs docu-
menting
the jour-
ney of a

man in search of purpose, love, or
meaning. We will get to see a story
along with the track.

Highlighting more about it, he
shares, “Khwaabeda is a cinematic pro-
ject happening for the first time ever in
this country. There are three songs and
four different chapters with different
characters. In this, we will see how
these relate to each other in their time-
line. It is going to be a totally different
concept. We have worked on every
detail. Let’s just see how it goes. We
have made it, and it’s going every-
where. I just want things to go at this
pace. Once this 11 project work gets
completed, people will understand
what I was trying to show. People have
expectations that it is going to be a rev-

olution in the industry.”
“My approach is also there

itself to bring revolution
in a very positive

way and even if
I’m able to get
even 1 percent
it’s going to be a

huge thing for
me,” he signs off. 

‘I’ll always be the same

person on screen 
as I am in reality’

In an exclusive
interview with

The Pioneer,
Arpan Kumar
Chandel aka
King, shares

with us some
details about his

upcoming
project

Khwaabeeda, his
second big loop

of 2022, Ek
Tarfa, and more. 
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TALIB ZAFFER

P
rathima Koppolu, now CEO and co-
founder of Fitbee, was 16 when she got
diagnosed with rheumatoid arthritis and

had to take a lot of medicines. Taking a lot of
medicines and a poor lifestyle meant gaining a
lot of weight.

“Because of these things I had irregular
menstrual cycles for 8 months. Due to this, my
doctor asked me to start exercising because I
cannot be taking medicines at that age. I made
a significant lifestyle change. Started with basic
running and exercising and later also started
doing weight training. My husband who also
happens to be my co-founder is a physical fit-
ness trainer and he is the one who introduced
me to fitness and all the different kinds of
workouts,” she shares with us.

Given the interest of the couple in fitness,
Prathima, and Avinash, a wife-and-husband
duo from Hyderabad, India started Fitbee.

“We started this in May 2017 but we com-

pletely went at it with full potential during the
pandemic. The reason was that there were so
many women who had to stay home and take
on multiple responsibilities at once. PCOS,
PCOD, and other hormonal issues are very
less often discussed because of the stigma
associated with these in our society. We have
been working on it constantly to build aware-
ness and ensure that people don’t hesitate to
tell us that there is an irregularity with their
periods, different other issues in periods, or
excessive pain-all of these things people have
just been brushing under the carpet for so
many years. And we want to change that,” she
says.

Polycystic Ovarian Syndrome (PCOS)
affects 6 to 12 percent of women of reproduc-
tive age. Sedentary lifestyles and increased
dependence on technology have further aggra-
vated the situation. 

A peak in hormonal imbalances has drawn
attention to several lifestyle changes, and doc-
tors say that more than 80 percent of patients
with hormonal imbalances are obese.

Although there are certain conditions in
which PCOS can last a lifetime in women, in
most cases, dietary and lifestyle changes have
proved to be successful in curbing the effect of
the syndrome. Apart from the reproductive
issues that women might face due to
Polycystic Ovary Syndrome, they might be at
a higher risk of incurring diabetes, high blood
pressure, and other health complications.

“We have brought in something that is very
convenient and yet highly personalised. In
India, we have women eating different kinds
of things according to the area they are in, so
figured one thing for all wouldn’t work
because lifestyles vary from one woman to
another. Our dieticians speak to our clients
and ask them what they eat and what their
lifestyle looks like, and then they provide
them with a dietary and fitness plan. We also
have gynecologists on board who would speak
to the clients. Every one in five women in
India goes through PCOS or PCOD, and that
is about the recorded ones, imagine how many
would have gone unreported. The main rea-

sons are our eating habits, lifestyle, and elevat-
ed stress levels,” Prathima says.

Several experts have said that women ignore
the early signs of PCOS, like the irregular
menstrual cycle, due to the stigma and lack of
awareness.

She adds, “The stigma seems even stranger
when you think almost every woman goes
through it. There are 60 Crore women just in
India and we don’t tend to talk about the
problems almost every single woman of them
potentially has.”

Ninety percent of the clients of Fitbee either
come from their website or Instagram page.
They have around 128k Instagram followers to
date. They provide a lot of fitness videos there
and try to make people aware of the symp-
toms and other things related to these hor-
monal issues.

Regarding what could be done to control the
rise, Prathima believes that the first step in the
journey is to de-stigmatise the conversations
about periods and a woman’s sexual health. 

She concludes by saying, “The important

thing to do is to have conversations about. We
don't talk about periods with our family mem-
bers, or how we are supposed to talk about its
irregularities. That is why most women who
come to us, are about to get married or have
trouble conceiving because till then they do
not feel like talking about it due to the stigma.”

Few tips for prevention and care:

” Start with losing weight. Obese women are
more likely to suffer from PCOS effects, say
reports.” It would help if you had a healthy diet and
performed exercise” Consume healthy carbs like whole grains,
legumes, flax seeds, sweet potatoes, nuts,
etc.” Boost your daily fibre intake by adding
broccoli, beans, spinach, berries, etc.” Make a high-protein diet plan and follow
it strictly. It would help if you tried greek
yogurt and sesame seeds too. ” Try doing yoga or Pilates. ” Try to stay positive and reduce stress.

Healthy outside
starts from inside

inding love is
never easy,
and when
disability
enters the
picture, dat-

ing can be a real chal-
lenge.

According to a survey
conducted by dating app
QuackQuack among
people aged 21 to 30, 43
per cent of disabled peo-
ple stated that dating has
always taken a back seat
due to their condition.
Fifty-seven per cent said
they have been on dates.
They deal with every-
thing differently than
the average Joe because
they have a disability.
However, this does not
prevent them from
falling in love. Life must
continue!

Weakened 
confidence

Most people have lit-
tle understanding of
what it is like to live
with a disability. In the
survey, 41 per cent of
disabled women from
tier 1 and 2 cities
expressed a lack of con-
fidence as a result of
their living conditions.
They admitted to believ-
ing that people might
not find them as attrac-
tive and appealing as
those who are not dis-
abled. It takes a long
time for them to accept
the fact that they have a
disability. Dating with
the label attached to
them can be devastating
to their self-esteem.

Dating apps to the

rescue

Because it is more
convenient, 52 per cent
of disabled people aged
25 to 30 have used dat-
ing apps to find the
right match. Many of
them found it difficult
to go out and meet new
people. Dating apps, on
the other hand, allowed
them to communicate
with others from the
comfort of their own
homes. 

While many people
with disabilities find it
difficult to disclose their
condition, 51 per cent of
disabled people over the
age of 30 believe it is
better to inform their
date about their disabili-
ty early on. They com-
mented that having a
relationship with an ele-
phant in the room is
unrealistic. While many
people believe that
addressing it beforehand
will help ease the initial
shock and anxiety, 49
per cent believe that
their disability does not
define them and would
not want conversations
based on it. They don’t
believe in revealing it
before meeting some-
one.

Rejected

According to the sur-
vey, 38 per cent of dis-
abled men said their
date proposal was reject-
ed because they are dif-
ferently-abled. They
revealed that preparing
for judgement is as nat-
ural as breathing. They
stated that society looks
the other way when it

comes to disabled peo-
ple. When it comes to
dating, this ableist soci-
ety sees them as the
undesirable and discard-
ed part of the equation.

Take a rain check

According to the sur-
vey results, 29 per cent
of disabled people aged
25 to 30 in tier 1 cities
admitted to cancelling a
date because they didn’t
feel confident enough to
meet someone new.
Some revealed that the
plan had been post-
poned indefinitely. They
were concerned about
being judged because of
their situation. Some
complained that the
world was constantly
harsh to them, with
comments here and
there, stares here and
there, and everything
else making them feel
uneasy throughout their
lives. The weight of the
judgments was too
much for them.

Success stories

On the plus side, the
survey discovered that
39 percent of disabled
men aged 21 to 30 had a
great time on their date.
Their conversation
revolved around their
common interests and
shared passions. They
admitted to barely dis-
cussing the disability.
Thirty-seven per cent of
disabled men from tier 1
and 2 cities said their
dates were interested in
their living conditions
and that they respected
that interest.

Dating with disability: It
should not be a disclaimer

f
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AP n SEVILLE

E
intracht Frankfurt beat Rangers 5-
4 on penalties to win the Europa
League on Wednesday after the

final in Seville finished 1-1 at the end of
extra time.

Aaron Ramsey missed for Rangers in
the shoot-out after coming on as a sub-
stitute with only three minutes left of
extra-time, before Rafael Borre struck the
winning shot to complete Frankfurt's
remarkable triumph.

Borre was the hero of the night, after
already cancelling out Joe Aribo's open-
er for Rangers as Frankfurt won their first
European trophy since 1980 and booked
their place in next season's Champions
League.

"We are all heroes. Without the fans
we wouldn't have made it," said Frankfurt
goalkeeper Kevin Trapp.

Both clubs were looking to win a sec-
ond European title in their history,
Rangers after clinching the Cup Winners'
Cup in 1972 and Frankfurt after they lift-
ed the UEFA Cup 42 years ago.

But Rangers came up just short at the
end of an incredible run to the final. Only
ten years ago this week, Rangers fell into
administration before being liquidated
and relegated to Scotland's bottom tier.

Frankfurt had already beaten Real

Betis, Barcelona and West Ham en route
to the final and they were probably
deserving winners, shading a compelling
contest that always seemed to lack real
technical quality.

With a capacity of just under 43,000,
Sevilla's Ramon Sanchez Pizjuan was
never going to be big enough to house
all the travelling fans, with Rangers
bringing over an estimated 100,000
while around 60,000 followed Frankfurt
to Spain.

The vast majority enjoyed the day in
good spirits but security concerns were
not unfounded, with skirmishes break-
ing out in the city centre during the day

on Wednesday while five German fans
were arrested late on Tuesday night after
police said 200 Frankfurt fans launched
an attack on Rangers supporters.

It was a scruffy opening 15 minutes
as Joe Aribo almost got away after a neat
pirouette by Scott Wright before John
Lundstram scraped his studs down the
dipping head of Sebastian Rode, leaving
the Frankfurt captain with a bloody shirt
that had to be changed and a head that
had to be strapped.

The German team gradually took
control, faster to the ball and slicker in
their passing, suffocating Rangers, who
were reduced to speculative punts for-

ward to try to escape the press. 

PRESSURE MOUNTING 
Frankfurt's Ansgar Knauff went close,

the penalty box opening up for the
winger at the end of a winding run for-
ward, only for Allan McGregor to tip wide.

Rangers had their moments and
improved before the break as Lundstram's
header had to be pushed over and Ryan Jack
drove too high.

Frankfurt seemed rejuvenated for the
start of the second half but it was Rangers
who took the lead just before the hour, cap-
italising on two dreadful Frankfurt errors,
each compounding the other.

First, Djibril Sow misjudged a header in
midfield, sending it back behind his own
defence for the lively Aribo to latch onto, and
then as Frankfurt's Tutu chased, he slipped,
gifting an free run to the Rangers striker,
who calmly slotted home.

Lindstrom might have equalised almost
immediately but his finish was blocked and
then Daichi Kamada looped onto the roof
of the net when Rangers had failed to clear.

The pressure was mounting and in the
69th minute, it told, as Filip Kostic was
given too much space out wide to cross and
then in the middle, Connor Goldson and
Calvin Bassey both hesitated to clear. Borre
nipped between them and prodded in.

There were precious few opportunities
in the final minutes but the contest became
stretched in extra-time, with Borre almost
capitalising on a Bassey stumble. 

Rangers were the better team in the
second period and their golden chance
came in the 118th minute as the sprint-
ing Ryan Kent arrived at the back post
but somehow hit keeper Trapp from five
yards.

To penalties, and the Rangers fans
roared when the coin toss put the shoot-out
at their end. James Tavernier, Steven Davis
and Scott Arfield all scored for Rangers as
did Frankfurt's Christopher Lenz, Ajdin
Hrustic and Kamada, whose shot squeezed
in off the post.

But Ramsey fired too straight, hitting
Trapp's left foot and after Kostic and Kemar
Roofe converted, it was up to Borre to fin-
ish it. He made no mistake.

AP n ROME

Tammy Abraham said to
himself when he joined AS

Roma from Chelsea last sum-
mer he would give his "blood,
sweat and tears for this club".
In keeping his promise he
could be rewarded with
European silverware next week.

The 24-year-old England
international striker's nine
goals have been pivotal in
Roma's passage to next
Wednesday's inaugural
European Conference League
final against Dutch side
Feyenoord in Tirana.

With 25 in all competi-
tions he has more than justi-
f ied Roma coach Jose
Mourinho's decision to con-
vince the board to shell out 40
million euros — not including
bonuses —for him.

It brought to an end a dis-
appointing final few months for
the homegrown Chelsea play-
er who fell out of favour with
manager Thomas Tuchel when
the German replaced Frank
Lampard.

Abraham failed to make
either the FA Cup final or
Champions League final
matchday squads under Tuchel.
The German even selected two
substitute goalkeepers for the
European showpiece.

However, Abraham has put
those setbacks firmly behind
him and from the first day in
Italy his attitude was one of
positivity.

"For me since day one, as
soon as I touched down in
Rome, it made me feel like
one of their own straight
away," he said.

"It was the love, the pas-
sion, the way they worked
with me.

"I told myself, 'I'll give my
blood, sweat, tears for this
club,' and it's been an amaz-
ing year."

Abraham's impressive per-
formances and the way he has
adapted to a different lifestyle
in a country where English
players have not always flour-
ished could well see him add to
the 10 international caps he has
accrued.

However, for the moment
he is focused on bringing home
Roma's first silverware since
the Italian Cup in 2008 and first
European trophy since the old
Fairs Cup — the predecessor to
the UEFA/Europa League —
back in 1961.

The Europa Conference
may be in its first year and
some may sniff at it being the
poor man of the three
European club competitions
but Abraham said that mat-
tered little to him.

"For me it's not a little cup,"
he said.

"I believe every final is a
final — no matter what com-
petition it is.

"You get to the final, you
want to win the final.

"It's a trophy and these are
the moments you look back on
in your career, saying you want
to win trophies.

"For me this is an opportu-
nity and for my teammates and
for Roma fans this is an oppor-
tunity to lift a European title."

Mourinho, like Abraham,
took the Roma posting to try
and revive a career which had
rather lost its lustre with a sour
end to his spell at Manchester
United and a disappointing
time at Tottenham Hotspur.

"For me, he's been one of
the best coaches in the world
for a long time," said Abraham.

"He knows his stuff about
football.

"When I spoke to him on
the phone he had ambitions,
the club had ambitions and a
mindset where they want to get
to.

"For him to take a club to
a final, which they haven't
been in many years, you can
only see how well he's doing
and how well we're doing."

AP n CARDIFF

Gareth Bale has been named
in the Wales squad for their

World Cup play-off final against
Scotland or Ukraine despite
recent back trouble as they seek
to qualify for the tournament for
the first time since 1958.

The captain has made
just two substitute appear-
ances for Real Madrid since
scoring both goals in Wales's
2-1 World Cup play-off vic-
tory over Austria on March
24.

The 32-year-old has been
absent from Real's past five
matchday squads with a back
problem but has returned to
training in the Spanish capital
and is on course to be available
for the club's Champions League

final clash against Liverpool on
May 28.

Aaron Ramsey is included
for the play-off in Cardiff on
June 5 after suffering penalty
shoot-out misery for Rangers in
their Europa League final loss to
Eintracht Frankfurt on

Wednesday.
Leicester goalkeeper

Danny Ward is available
again after knee surgery
and replaces Salford's
Tom King.

Bournemouth forward
Kieffer Moore also returns to the
squad after missing the Austria
win with a broken foot.

Wales also face four Nations
League ties in June, with home
and away games against the
Netherlands as well as a trip to
Poland and a visit from Belgium.

AP nMADRID

Gabon striker Pierre-
Emerick Aubameyang

has retired from interna-
tional football, his country's
federation has confirmed.

B a r c e l o n a ' s
Aubameyang, who is
Gabon's all-time top scorer
with 30 goals in 72 appear-
ances, sent a letter to the fed-
eration on Tuesday, con-
firming his decision.

"After 13 years of pride
in representing my country,
I announce I am ending my

international career," wrote
the 32-year-old.

"I would like to thank
the Gabonese people and all
those who have supported
me in the good and bad
times alike.

"I will keep a lot of good
memories like the day I
made my debut... or the day
I came back from Nigeria
with the African Ballon d'Or.

"I would also like to
thank all my coaches, staff
and the players that I have
come across during this
career."

PTI n BANGKOK

Two-time Olympic medallist
PV Sindhu remains the lone

surviving Indian shuttler in the
competition after she sailed
into the women's singles quar-
terfinals of the Thailand Open
here on Thursday.

The world No 7 Sindhu,
seeded sixth, took just 37 min-
utes to get the better of Sim Yu
Jin, who had played a pivotal
role in Korea's Uber Cup win,
21-16, 21-13 in a second round
match.

Sindhu, who had defeated
world number 62, USA's Lauren
Lam in the opening round, will
next face second seed Akane
Yamaguchi of Japan.

Yamaguchi beat Korea's
Kim Ga Eun 21-23, 21-15, 21-
16 in another second round
match.

However, Kidambi
Srikanth, one of the main archi-
tects of India's historic Thomas
Cup triumph, exited from the
BWF World Tour Super 500
event after handing a walkover
to his opponent in the men's

singles second round.
Srikanth, seeded eighth,

gave a walkover to his Irish rival
Nhat Nguyen. The reason for
his withdrawal is not yet known.

The world No 11 Indian
had earlier produced a gritty
show to get the better of Brice
Leverdez of France 18-21, 21-10,
21-16 in his opening round
match. In the women's singles,
it was curtains for Malvika
Bansod, who lost 21-16, 14-21,
14-21 to Line Christopherson of
Denmark in the second round.

The Indian mixed doubles
pair of Ishaan Bhatnagar and
Tanisha Crasto also bowed out
in the second round, losing 19-
21, 20-22 against sixth seeded
Malaysia combination of Goh
Soon Huat and Lai Shevon
Jemie.

Later, Ashwini Bhat K and
Shikha Gautam too crashed
out in the women's doubles sec-
ond round, losing 19-21, 6-21
against fifth seeds Mayu
Matsumoto and Wakana
Nagahara.

PTI n CAIRO

India's leading squash player
Saurav Ghosal could not

match the quality of world num-
ber four Mostafa Asal and lost
his pre-quarterfinal in straight
games at the World
Championships here.

The world number 17 from
India lost 2-11, 7-11, 3-11 to the
fast rising Egyptian, who is 14

years younger than him, on
Wednesday night.

Ghosal came into the World
Championship after the high of
Tournament of Champions in
New York where he reached the
semifinals for the first time.

In the women's draw, Joshna
Chinappa had to withdraw from
her round of 16 match against
Egypt's Rowan Elaraby due to a
bout of food poisoning. 

PTI n NEW DELHI

Olympic medal-winning
defender Amit Rohidas

will continue to lead the Indian
men's hockey team in the cru-
cial last leg of the 2021-22 edi-
tion of the FIH Pro League in
Belgium and the Netherlands,
next month.

India are leading the FIH
Pro League standings with 27
points from 12 games, three
ahead of Argentina and the
Tokyo Olympic Bronze medal-
list will look to utilise the four
matches to extend their dom-
ination and also get much
needed match practice ahead of
the Birmingham CWG.

India will play world No 2

Belgium on June 11 and 12 in
Antwerp before facing the
Netherlands on June 18 and 19
in Rotterdam.

As has been the case in the
last two legs at home, star
drag-flicker Harmanpreet
Singh will be Rohidas' deputy.

There are no big surprises
in the squad as the Indian team
management continues to test
various combination from the
core group in the Pro League
ties ahead of a busy calendar
year, which includes the CWG
and the World Cup next year.

Goalkeeper Kishan
Bahadur Pathak has made way
for Suraj Karkera as he has sus-
tained an injury at the last
minute.

In the backline, there is
only one change from the last
Pro League squad with
Gurinder Singh, who will lead
India in the inaugural FIH
Hockey 5s in Lausanne on
June 5 and 6, missing out.

Surender Kumar,
Harmanpreet, Varun Kumar,
Rohidas, Jugraj Singh and
Jarmanpreet Singh make up for
the rest of the defensive line-up.

Barring the exclusion of
Moirangthem Rabichandra
Singh and transfer of
Akashdeep Singh from the for-
wardline, the midfield remains
the same featuring experienced
Manpreet Singh, Hardik Singh,
Shamsher Singh, Vivek Sagar
Prasad,and Nilakanta Sharma.

AP n ADELAIDE

Olympic 200m breaststroke
champion Zac Stubblety-

Cook smashed the world record
on Thursday at the Australian
championships, touching in
2mins 05.95secs to send a warn-
ing for the world championships
and Commonwealth Games.

The 23-year-old was under
the record pace for the entire
race to shatter the 2:06.12 mark
set by Russia's Anton Chupkov
in 2019. "I was just trying to
swim fast — I didn't think that
fast. I can't really believe it to be
honest, but I'm very happy with
that," he said poolside in

Adelaide. "Last year I put every-
thing in and got that result
(Olympic Gold), but this year
there's a lot less pressure and
obviously that pressure is nice
not to have, and I'm just stoked."

Stubblety-Cook swam a
blistering race to stun the field
and win Gold in Tokyo last year
in a new Olympic record time of
2min 06.38sec ahead of Dutch
ace Arno Kamminga.

FRANKFURT 
BAG EUROPA GLORY

Eintracht Frankfurt
beat Rangers 5-4 on
penalties to win
Europa League title

"WE ARE ALL HEROES. WITHOUT THE
FANS WE WOULDN'T HAVE MADE IT," SAID
FRANKFURT GOALKEEPER KEVIN TRAPP.

‘Blood, sweat and tears'
pays off for Tammy

Sindhu enters Thailand Open quarters, Srikanth out 

AP n BANGKOK

Badminton world number
one Viktor Axelsen pulled

out of the Thailand Open on
Thursday, citing an injury he
sustained at last week's
Thomas and Uber Cup finals.
It means the top two seeds
are out after the early exit of
the out-of-sorts former world
champion Kento Momota,
who slumped out in the first
round on Wednesday.

"After slipping on the
courts last week during
Thomas Cup, I suffered a
minor injury which I have
been dealing with the last 7-
8 days," the 28-year-old Dane
said on Twitter.

"After my match yester-
day it has gotten worse and
therefore I have decided to
pull out from the Thailand
Open and get 100 percent
again."

Top-ranked Axelsen out

Ghosal loses in World C’ship last 16

Stubblety-Cook smashes
200m breaststroke WR

Bale named in Wales squad for WC play-off final
Aubameyang retires from
international football

No major surprises in Indian
team for FIH Pro League away leg



ajor’ actor
Adivi Sesh
spoke about
spending
time with

Major Sandeep
Unnikrishnan’s family
during the course of
making of the film,
which is based on the
brave martyr who foiled
the plans of terrorists
by holding the fort dur-
ing the 26/11 attacks of
Mumbai.

Speaking at the song
launch of Oh Isha from
Major, the actor told
the media, “We per-
suaded uncle and
amma (Major Sandeep’s
parents) endlessly to
meet us just once.
Uncle hung up on me a
couple of times when I
first tried to get in
touch with him, then
we got a girl from our
team to speak with him
so that he might agree
to talk to us. Eventually,
he agreed to meet us.”

Sesh, who has also
written the film, contin-
ued, “When I met him,
he told me that a lot of
filmmakers from
Bollywood or even
Malayalam cinema have
tried to approach him
but he declined every
time because all of
them gave away that
impression that they
were doing us a favour.
This he felt was a gen-
uine effort from our
side to portray his son’s
story.”

“During the course of
filming, uncle and
amma became a family.
‘Main off screen Major
toh nahi ban sakta par I
can try to become their
second son (I may not
become a Major off
screen but I can surely
become their second
son’,” the actor added.

“We have dubbed the
film in Malayalam as
well, out of respect for
the great man as he was

from Kerala. There
were no com-
mercial con-
siderations
with regards
to this
decision,”
he con-
cluded.

Major is
set to
release on
June 3 in
cinema
halls in
Hindi,
Telugu and
Malayalam.

Adivi Sesh: I can’t be Major

Sandeep, but I can be his

parents’ second son

12

Vijayawada | Friday May 20, 2022 tollywood

A
fter
the
mas-

sive success of SS
Rajamouli’s work of
art, RRR has created
NTR as a pan-Indian
star, and excitement
for his next two mas-
sive movies are big.

NTR’s upcoming
film, tentatively titled
NTR 30, has already
gained traction, as a
result of the actual
fact that he’ll be
reuniting together
with his Janatha
Garage director,
Koratala Siva.
Koratala Siva secure
that NTR thirty

updates would be free
on NTR’s birthday,
and these days the
manufacturers deliv-
ered the much-antici-
pated NTR thirty
update. The makers
undraped a putting
motion poster, that is
simply raised the
anticipation to new
heights. The motion
poster depicts the
theme with visuals
whereas NTR delivers
a mass dialogue in an

exceedingly
roaring voice.

The high beating
background score

by Rockstar Anirudh
Ravichander will cer-
tainly lit up the
screens.

The cinematogra-
phy is handled by
master photographer
Ratnavelu ISC, veter-
an stage director Sabu
Cyril is handling the
art direction, Sreekar
Prasad is onboard for
editing, and Anirudh
Ravichander, who is
presently on a streak
of chart-topping
albums, can compose
music for the NTR
30.

Here
to change

the way you
know fear

m

amal Haasan’s
Vikram under
the direction
of Lokesh
Kanagaraj is
one of the

most awaited movies
now. Director Lokesh
only delivered block-
busters till date and it’s
his dream to direct his
favourite star Kamal
Haasan in a movie.
What’s more, the film
produced by Kamal
Haasan and R
Mahendran under Raaj
Kamal Films
International features
popular stars Vijay
Sethupathi and Fahadh
Faasil in crucial roles,
wherein Suriya will
appear in a cameo.

Tollywood’s versatile

star Nithiin’s home ban-
ner Sreshth Movies
acquired rights of this
crazy film for the Telugu
states for a fancy price.
The film will have a
grand release in Telugu,
along with Tamil and
other languages on June
3rd. Sreshth Movies is

one of the leading pro-
duction houses and dis-
tribution houses in
Tollywood and they are
planning a massive pro-
motional campaign.

The film definitely is
in safe hands in Telugu
as it will release in a
huge number of theatres

with Sreshth Movies
backing it.

The film’s Tamil trail-
er was released recently
to overwhelming
response. Telugu audi-
ences have been waiting
eagerly for the theatrical
trailer in Telugu. As of
now, they have released
a teaser of the movie
which took the expecta-
tions to another level.

Anirudh Ravichander
scored music for the
movie, while cinematog-
raphy is by Girish
Gangadharan and edit-
ing is by Philomin Raj.

Apart from star cast,
the film also features
Kalidas Jayaram, Narain,
Arjun Das and Shivani
Narayanan in support-
ing roles.

k

Sreshth Movies acquire Kamal
Haasan's Vikram Telugu rights

P
roducer
KK
Radhamo

han has good
taste in select-
ing scripts and
making differ-
ent kinds of
movies. His
latest movie
under Sri
Sathya Sai
Arts with
young and tal-
ented hero
Aadi Saikumar
playing the
lead role and
debutant
Phani Krishna
Siriki directing
it is titled
Crazy Fellow.

The film’s
crazy first look
has been
launched on
Thursday and

it looks quite
interesting.
Aadi Saikumar
looks much
younger here
and his acts
describe crazi-
ness of the
character.
Taking selfie,
Aadi is seen
posing like the
comic cartoon
behind him.
The funky
hairdo, fash-
ionable outfit
and the light
beard enhance
the style quo-
tient.

Digangana
Suryavanshi
and Mirnaa
Menon are the
heroines
opposite Aadi

Saikumar in
the film.

Billed to be
tipped to be
an out and out
entertainer,
RR Dhruvan
renders
soundtracks
for the film,
while Satish
Mutyala is
handling the
cinematogra-
phy. Giduturi
Satya,
Kolikapogu
Ramesh and
Rama Krishna
supervise edit-
ing, art and
stunts respec-
tively.

The film’s
post-produc-
tion is
presently
underway.

K.  RAMYA SREE

enkatesh
Daggubati, Varun
Tej, Tamannaah
Bhatia, and
Mehreen Pirzada’s
blockbuster com-

bination with director Anil
Ravipudi is back to entertain
you all once again with F3.

Popular producer Dil Raju
is producing the film

under Sri
Venkateswara
Creations. This is a
sequel to the 2019
super hit movie
F2. It is sched-
uled to release
on May 27

worldwide.
We got in

touch with
the pro-
ducer of
the film,
who
informed

us all
about
F3.
“Anil
got
the

idea of F3 even before the
release of F2 but decided to
go ahead with the project if
F2 does well at the box office.
As expected, F2 was a big
success. After Sarileru
Nikevvaru, we completed the
script and brought all the
actors together again for F3.
F3 is a non-stop entertainer,
and it is a completely fun
ride,” he explained.

He shared how different F3
is going to be from F2, saying
that F2 is all about love and
marriage. “F3 is about money
and the frustration a person
gets if he has no money. The
story revolves around money,
and Anil wrote the storyline
in a brilliant manner. The
thing I like about Anil is that
he focuses more on the nar-
rative than the story. He
checks whether the audience
will be engaged or not. As an
audience member, I burst out
laughing after watching F3.
The run time of the movie is
2 hours and 28 minutes. I
was continuously laughing
for 90 minutes.”

Speaking about the much-
debated ticket hike, he shared
his views, “We saw many
changes in filmmaking after

the pandemic. The audi-
ence got used to
watching films at
home. Attempts have
been made to
increase rates for big-
budget movies like
RRR and KGF2 and
make an adequate
recovery. Good
results were also
achieved in this. But
the point here is that
most audiences are

moving away from the the-
ater. Also, the repeat audi-
ence decreased. The upper
class is OK, but middle-class
and lower-middle-class audi-
ences are less likely to come
to the theatre after the ticket
rate hike. F3 is a movie made
for everyone. The film is a
must-watch for families and
audiences from all walks of
life. We have reduced the
ticket prices to the old prices
so that all sections of the
population will enjoy this
film in theaters.”

While theatres like Prasad
Multiplex, AMB, etc. will
charge Rs 250 + GST, single-
screen theatres will charge Rs
150 + GST.

When asked if he intended
to make F3 on a pan-India
level, he said, “For a pan-
India film to be released,
there is a lot of homework to
be done. For F3, we did not
have pan-India intentions
from the very beginning.”

Meanwhile, during the
interview, he left a hint that
there might be another F3
franchise.

Lastly, on working with
Venkatesh, he said, “I was a
big fan of Venkatesh during
Kaliyuga Pandavas. I booked
my ticket a week before and
saw it at Sudarshan Theatre.
We worked together for the
first time for Seethamma
Vakitlo Sirimalle Chettu.
Venkatesh is a hero coming
from a production house
family. He cannot tolerate
anything being wasted on
sets. That is a great quality
that Ramanayudu taught
him. On location, he is very
smart.”

Dil Raju, the
producer of F3,

the sequel of F2
shares with The

Pioneer some
more exclusive

information
about the movie
and also speaks
on the much-

debated issue
of the hike in
ticket prices.

‘As an audience, I
burst out laughing
after watching F3'
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T
he name of
actor Shiva
Karthikeyan is

abuzz these days
because of the hits
he is delivering
and the stories he
chooses. Shiva
Karthikeyan,
who enter-
tained the
Tamil and
Telugu audi-
ences with his
films Remo and
Dr. Varun, has
recently
received anoth-
er blockbuster
success with his
film College Don.
The film, pro-
duced by Lyca
Productions in

association with
Sivakarthikeyan
Productions under
the direction of
Shibi Chakraborty,
was released on
May 13 and was a
big hit. The film has
been released in the
two Telugu states by
producer NV
Prasad.

Speaking on the
occasion, Shiva
Karthikeyan said,
“Special thanks to
the producer NV
Prasad who released
the movie College
Don in the Telugu
states. I am very
happy that everyone
liked the film.
When I first heard

the script from
director Shibi
Chakraborty, we
thought everyone
would like this
story. Our beliefs
came true. Varun
Doctor was well
received by the
Telugu audience. I
want College Don
to be respected as
well.”

“I wanted to
speak in Telugu.
Although I under-
stand the language,
I have yet to learn
to speak Telugu. I
will definitely speak
in Telugu for the
film I am doing
with Anudeep,” he
added.

Shiva Karthikeya is happy with College

Don's response in Telugu states
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