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Lapid’s jibe at Kashmir File
draws fire, Israel says sorry

Indonesian Min slams Israeli
director's ‘propaganda’ remark

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m
NEW DELHI

sraeli filmmaker and head of

the International Film
Festival of India (IFFI) jury
Nadav Lapid’s remarks against
the film “The Kashmir Files”
snowballed into a major con-
troversy  with  Israel
Ambassador to New Delhi
Naor Gilon on Tuesday
denouncing Lapid and apolo-
gising to the hosts.

Visiting  Indonesian
Minister for political, legal and
security affairs Mohammed
Mahfud also joined the ongo-
ing controversy and backed the
film, saying it definitely not
“propaganda”

“I saw the film... it is def-
initely not propaganda. The
voice of the people in Kashmir
needs to be heard... We do not
accept what was said...” he said.

Actor Anupam Kher, who
played the lead role in the film,
termed the criticism of the
Kashmir Files “pre-planned”
and charged Lapid of being
insensitive towards the suffer-
ing of Kashmiri Pandits.

Director of the film Vivek
Agnihotri too spoke about
“truth” in a cryptic media post
and said, “It is the most dan-
gerous thing as it can make
people lie. Who are these
people who always stand
against India?...I challenge all
intellectuals of the world to
prove if any scene, dialogue or
event shown in the film is false,
then I will quit film-making”

These sharp reactions

came a day after Lapid called
the film a “propaganda” and
“vulgar movie” at the closing
ceremony of the IFFI in Goa.
The Kashmir Files revolves
around the exodus and killing
of Kashmiri Pandits from the
Kashmir Valley in 1990s.

The Israeli Ambassador
apologised to India in an
“open letter” on Twitter. An
open letter to #NadavLapid
following his criticism of
#KashmirFiles. It’s not in
Hebrew because I wanted our
Indian brothers and sisters to
be able to understand. It is also
relatively long so I'll give you
the bottom line first. YOU
SHOULD BE ASHAMED.
Here’s why:
pic.twitter.com/8YpSQGMXIR
— Naor Gilon (@NaorGilon)
November 29, 2022

Gilon said Lapid abused
the Indian invitation to the
judges’ panel in the “worst
way’. “In Indian culture, they
say a guest is like God. You
have abused in the worst way
the Indian invitation to chair
the panel of judges at
@IFFIGoa as well as the trust,
respect, and warm hospitality
they have bestowed on you,” he
added.

This terse message by the
envoy was in response to Lapid
saying the jurors at the film
festival were “disturbed and
shocked” by The Kashmir Files.

“That felt to us like a pro-
paganda, vulgar movie, inap-
propriate for an artistic com-
petitive section of such a pres-
tigious film festival,” he said.

Israeli filmmaker and IFFI jury chairperson Nadav Lapid, third left, being honoured at the closing ceremony of the International

Film Festival of India in Goa on Monday

PTI

BJP terms film dig Holocaust denial:

Cong says hate gets called out fina

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m
NEW DELHI

he row over the Israeli

director and IFFI interna-
tional jury chairperson Nadav
Lapid controversial comments
on the film “Kashmir files”
reverberated across India’s
political landscape on Tuesday.

The BJP compared Lapid’s
condemnation of the movie to
the denial of the Holocaust
while the Congress called it as
an “embarrassment” saying
hate eventually gets called out.

BJP leader and Assam
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa

Sarma slammed criticism of
The Kashmir Files at IFFI,
saying, “Jury members aren't
god. We found the film ‘The
Kashmir Files” to be nice and
promoted it

“We have seen ourselves
what happened in Kashmir,
what authority do they (jury
members) have to slam the
movie;” news agency ANI quot-
ed Sarma as saying on Tuesday.

BJP’s IT cell head Amit
Malviya compared Lapid’s con-
demnation of “The Kashmir
Files” to the denial of the
Holocaust.

“For the longest time, peo-

y

ple even denied the Holocaust
and called Schindler’s List a
propaganda, just like some
are doing to the Kashmir Files.
Truth eventually triumphs, no
matter what,” he said.

His colleague, BJP’s Goa
spokesperson Savio Rodrigues,
said Lapid’s statement “is an
insult to the horrors faced
by Kashmir Hindus (in the
past)”.

“You can critique a film
artistically but to term the
truth about the brutality faced
by the Kashmiri Pandits pro-
paganda is shameful,” he
added.
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Gehlot, Pilot put up united
face, address presser jointly

After Rahul’s assets
remark following
Gehlot ‘traitor’ barh,
two greet each
other at party meet

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B
NEW DELHI/JAIPUR

Aday after former Congress
president Rahul Gandhi
said both Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot and
his former deputy Sachin Pilot
were assets to the party, they
presented a united face in pub-
lic before attending a meeting
with senior Congress leaders to
review the preparations for
Bharat Jodo Yatra which is set
to enter the desert State this
weekend.

Sources in the meeting
said that Gehlot and Pilot
exchanged pleasantries in the
presence of members of the
coordination committee,
including AICC general secre-
tary KC Venugopal and
Rajasthan Congress chief
Govind Singh Dotasra.

“This is the Rajasthan
Congress,” Venugopal said
addressing the media jointly
with Gehlot and Pilot.
Venugopal recalled former
party president Rahul Gandhi’s
remarks in Indore on Monday;,
when he said both leaders are
assets to the party.

“Ashok Gehlot and Sachin
Pilot have assured that the
Yatra will be the one of the
most successful in the country.
I am sure that Rajasthan will
also be the number 1 State
Venugopal told reporters.

“When Rahul Gandhi has
said that our leaders are assets
then we are assets... Where is
the dispute then,” Gehlot said
when asked about Rahul’s
observation.

7 R

Congress general secretary KC Venugopal raises his hands with Rajasthan Chief

Minister Ashok Gehlot and party leader Sachin Pilot during the State-level
coordination committee meeting on ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ at party headquarters in

Jaipur on Tuesday

Gehlot’s remarks were in
sharp contrast to his remarks
calling Pilot a “traitor”. Rahul in
an interaction with the media
had in Indore on Monday said
that both leaders were assets to
the party.

“Rahul Gandhi also meant
that every party worker is an
asset. This is the beauty of our
party that after our top leader
says anything, there is no scope
(for further argument),” Gehlot
added. He also reviewed the
preparations for the Bharat
Jodo Yatra route in the desert
State that Rahul will lead into
this weekend.

Gehlot stirred a contro-
versy last week in an interview
when he said that Pilot is a
“gaddar” (traitor) who cannot
replace him as he had revolted
against the Congress in 2020,
and tried to topple the State
Government. In response, Pilot
said such “mud-slinging”
would not help.

Briefing the media, Gehlot
also said the main issue before

PTI

the party is the 2023 Assembly

election, and claimed the mood
is in the favour of the Congress.

“We will win the Assembly
elections. We have introduced
several unique schemes and
programmes which are bene-
fitting people across the State.
I get an overwhelming
response from people when I
go on visits. It means that the
Government is going to be
repeated,” he said.

Targeting the BJP, Gehlot
said that the party should both-
er about itself instead of com-
menting on the Congress.

On reports of NITI Aayog
Vice-Chairman Suman Bery’s
concern over the revival of the
Old Pension Scheme, the CM
said the NITI Aayog or the
Reserve Bank of India should
first tell what concerns they had
raised at the time of demon-
etisation.

He said the old scheme for
Government employees was
revived in the state for social
security.

IFeted director Lapid’s
run-in not one-off case

PTI B NEW DELHI

He headed the internation-
al jury at IFFL, has been to
India earlier and is a much
awarded filmmaker. But it was
not until his blunt criticism of
“The Kashmir Files” that Israeli
director Nadav Lapid hit the
headlines, and had people
scouring the net to find out
more about him.

The Tel Aviv born and
Paris-based filmmaker’s com-
ments describing the movie as
vulgar and a propaganda dur-
ing the closing ceremony of the
53rd International Film Festival
of India in Goa on Monday
propelled him straight into a
raging row.

Lapid, who said he was dis-
turbed and shocked at “The
Kashmir Files” being chosen
for the Indian Panorama sec-

tion, is clearly a man used to
speaking his mind — and does-
n't matter if he ruffles a few
feathers in the bargain. Doesn’t
matter either if India’s Minister
and its top stars might be in the
audience.

The 47-year-old director of
“Policeman” and “The
Kindergarten Teacher”, cho-
sen to head the international
jury at IFFI 2022, had just a few
days ago aired his views on the
Indian national anthem being
played at the opening ceremo-
ny of the festival.

“I completely admire the
fierce patriotism, but that
was an underwhelming expe-
rience for an artist at an
international event,” the
writer-director told The
Peacock, the flagship publica-
tion of the Entertainment
Society of Goa (ESG), one of

the organisers of the event
along with Information and
Broadcasting ministry and
National Film Development
Corporation.

In the interview, pub-
lished during the November
20-28 festival, he also said he
is not participating as an
ambassador of Israel but an
artist willing to experience
different cultures.

“If I wanted to represent
Israel, I would have gotten
into diplomacy,” said the
director often viewed as anti-
establishment in his country.

Unusual for a man in
showbiz, Lapid mostly stays
away from social media plat-
forms and shuns the media
glare.

Based in France, Lapid is
the son of writer Haim Lapid
and film editor Era Lapid.

Pandav Nagar murder:
Hunt on for weapon

Son seen walking with man’s body parts in bag; Anjan was
killed for lewd behaviour to stepdaughter, daughter-in-law

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI

The Delhi Police is yet to
recover the weapons used
by a woman and her son for
killing and chopping the body
of her husband into 10 pieces
in Pandav Nagar area.
Sources in the Delhi Police
said the weapons of murder are
yet to be recovered and further
investigation is underway. The
duo is currently in the police
custody. Sources said a team of
Delhi Police is likely to visit
Bihar to record the statements
of Anjan’s family and his chil-
dren. The case bears eerie sim-
ilarities with the murder of 26-
year-old Shraddha Walkar by
Aftab in the national Capital.
The police have accessed
CCTV footage that shows

Deepak walking with a bag in
his hand late at night.

The police said this is one
of his trips to throw away the
body pieces. His mother
Poonam is seen following him.
Another clip shows them dur-
ing the day, apparently to iden-
tify spots to dispose of the
pieces. The trigger for the gris-
ly crime was the fact that
Anjan had alleged ill intentions
towards her stepdaughter and
Deepak’s wife as well, and he

was also sending Poonam’s
earnings to his other wife and
eight children in Bihar.
Poonam worked as a domestic
help in the area.

In April, Poonam hatched
a conspiracy to eliminate Anjan
with the help of her son
Deepak, said the police, adding
that the duo on May 30 served
alcohol laced with sleeping
pills to him.

The mother-son stabbed
Anjan with a dagger and a knife
over the neck, chest and
abdomen, the police said,
adding that after the murder,
the body was kept in a room.

The blood got drained
from the body by the next
morning and they then started
cutting it into 10 pieces and
kept them in the fridge.

Adani wins bid to
redevelop largest
slum Dharavi

PNS B MUMBAI

The Adani Group has
emerged as the highest bid-
der for the redevelopment of
Dharavi, one of the world’s
largest slum.

The Adani group’s bid of
T5,069 crore for the 259-
hectare Dharavi
Redevelopment Project was
much higher than second-
placed DLF’s quote of 32,025
crore, said chief executive offi-
cer of the project SVR Srinivas.

“We will now be sending
the details to the Government,
which will consider and give
final approval,” Srinivas told
PTI, adding that the Eknath
Shinde Government will
approve it in a couple of weeks.

The bid is for the entire

%20,000-crore project, and the
total timeline for the project is
seven years to rehabilitate the
6.5 lakh slum dwellers who are
spread over a 2.5 sqkm area
right now, he said. The project,
which will help the winning
bidder to book high revenues
by selling lakhs of square feet
of residential and commercial
space in central Mumbai, has
been in limbo for many years
now because of its complexi-
ties.

Eight bidders, including
entities from South Korea and
the UAE, had attended a pre-
bid meeting held in October
and three of them actually bid
for the project. Naman Group,
a city-based developer, was
the third whose bid did not
qualify.

Vistara to merge into
Al; Singapore Airlines
to buy 25.1% stake

PTI ® NEW DELHI

The Tata group on Tuesday
announced the merger of
Vistara with Air India under a
deal wherein Singapore
Airlines will also acquire a
25.1 per cent stake in Air
India, marking a major con-
solidation in India’s fast-grow-
ing aviation space.

The deal, which will
make Air India the country’s
largest international carrier
and second-largest domestic
carrier, is expected to be com-
pleted by March 2024, subject
to regulatory approvals.

Currently, Tata Group
owns a 51 per cent stake in
Vistara and the rest is with

Singapore Airlines (SIA).

Singapore Airlines (SIA)
said it would be investing
%2,058.5 crore in Air India as
part of the merger transac-
tion.

Vistara and Air India are
the country’s second and third
largest domestic carriers,
respectively. Together, their
market share stood at 18.3 per
cent in October.

Tata Group has not pro-
vided any details about the
merged entity such as those
pertaining to branding, uni-
forms and frequent flyer pro-
grammes, although it seems
likely that Vistara as a brand
name might not exist in the
long run.

World Cup turns

AP B LONDON

Soccer — or football, to most
of the global billions watch-
ing the World Cup this month
— is not human society itself,
with all its thorny issues. But at
times, the game is a reflection
of the entire planet — of
nations, their disputes, their
aspirations and those of a mul-
titude of minority communi-
ties.

In early November, just
weeks before the most heavily
scrutinized World Cup in the
tournament’s history kicked
off in Qatar, top FIFA officials
sent a letter urging teams to “let
football take centre stage”

FIFA president Gianni
Infantino followed this up on
the eve of the opening match
with a one-hour diatribe
against all who had criticised
the host nation’s human rights

record, the conditions that led
to thousands of migrant work-
ers dying building the nation’s
glittering new stadiums and its
stance on LGBTQ issues.

Fans from around the
world have a different idea of
what that “centre stage” should
show. Many, but not all,
Iranians attending matches in
Qatar have wanted to express
their support for protesters at
home. And they’ve wanted the
team to do the same.

Other political issues have
been erupting fast and furious
on a near-daily basis. And out-
side the World Cup bubble, the
world itself has kept turning in
some of its most fractious
events, both unsurprising and
surprising: Russia’s war in
Ukraine, mass shootings in
the United States and the sud-
den eruption of protests in
China.

atar into

Of the sporting spir-
it, George Orwell wrote: “T am
always amazed when I hear
people saying that sport creates
goodwill between the nations,
and that if only the common
peoples of the world could
meet one another at football or
cricket, they would have no
inclination to meet on the bat-
tlefield”

His point stands. Russia
was banned from this World
Cup after hosting the previous
one in 2018, mirroring the
isolation the country and its
leaders face for the Ukraine
invasion. Ukraine itself fell at
the last hurdle for qualification,
with fans at home likely more
concerned about
bombardment and survival
amid electricity and water
shortages than watching
matches in Qatar.

Decades of enmity between

melting pot of world affairs

the United Sates and Iran have
been seeping into the buildup
before the two nations play a
critical World Cup match
Tuesday that could see one of
the countries progress to the
knockout stages. The U.S.
Soccer Federation briefly dis-
played Irans national flag on
social media without the
emblem of the Islamic
Republic, saying the move sup-
ported protesters inside Iran.
The Tehran government react-
ed by accusing America of
removing the name of God
from its national flag.

The century-long Israeli-
Palestinian contflict, including
Israel’s occupation of lands
Palestinians want for a future
state, has also featured in Qatar,
though neither national team is
competing.

The Palestinian flag and
pro-Palestinian fans have been

prominent, while Israeli media
and fans have been less wel-
come in an Arab nation that
has not normalized relations
with Israel.

As Morocco completed a
famous victory over the high-
ly-ranked stars of Belgium
Sunday, unrest broke out in
Belgian cities and also in the
Netherlands, where the immi-
grant North African commu-
nity has long been marginal-
ized.

“Those are not fans; they
are rioters. Moroccan fans are
there to celebrate,” the mayor of
Brussels said.

LGBTQ rights have been at
the fore in Qatar as well, with
the country under the micro-
scope for its human rights
record and laws criminalising
homosexuality.

Germany’s players covered
their mouths for the team

photo before their opening
match to protest against FIFA
following the governing body’s
clampdown on the “One Love”
armband. Sporting rainbow
colors, a symbol of LGBTQ
rights, has been a key con-
tentious issue. Some European
officials have brought those col-
ors to the stands.

Qatari soccer fans respond-
ed to Germany’s protest by
holding pictures of former
Germany playmaker Mesut
Ozil while covering their
mouths. This referenced Ozil,
a German-born descendant of
Turkish immigrants, quitting
the national team after becom-
ing a target of racist abuse and
a scapegoat for Germany’s early
World Cup exit in 2018.

“I am German when we
win, but I am an immigrant
when we lose,” Ozil said at the
time.
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Dattopant Thengadi did a wonderful job in organizing the society: CM

STAFF REPORTER M BHOPAL

hief Minister Shivraj
‘ Singh Chouhan has
said that India is an
ancient, wonderful and
great nation. India has given
the light of knowledge to
the world. India’s place has
been at the forefront of civ-
ilization and culture. Today;,
under the guidance of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, India’s contribution
to the global economy has
reached 9.5 percent as com-
pared to earlier times. Like
the integral humanism of
Deendayal Upadhyay,
Dattopant Thengadi also
did a wonderful job in the
direction of organizing the
society.
Chief Minister
Chouhan was addressing
the Dattopant Thengadi

Memorial National Lecture
Series-2022 on the topic
“India’s economic poten-
tial in the global scenario of
the 21st century” at
Ravindra Bhavan, Bhopal.
Union Finance Minister
Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman
took part as the keynote
speaker. President of the
Institute Ashok Kumar
Pandey was also present.
Chief Minister
Chouhan said that it is the
duty of a person to be dis-
ciplined for the nation and
the society. Dattopant ji
had said, utilise nature, do
not exploit it. His thoughts
are relevant even today.
India is once again march-
ing its way to become a
Vishwa Guru. The world is
seeing the potential of India.
India is sending food grain
to many countries of the

world. Chief Minister
Chouhan said that the sci-
entists of our country are
doing miracles. Today’s
India is becoming a glorious
and prosperous India. Chief
Minister Chouhan said that
Madhya Pradesh is also
moving fast. We have decid-
ed to build an Atmanirbhar
Madhya Pradesh for an
Atmanirbhar Bharat.
Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said
that today it is my good for-
tune to participate in the
lecture series in the mem-
ory of Rashtrarishi
Thengadi. Thengadi ji will
always be remembered for
building various institu-
tions in India and for the
welfare of various sections.
Sitharaman said that the
work done by him even
during the difficult times of

the British rule is com-
mendable. He fought for the
Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh.
The welfare of the country
is only due to the welfare of
the workers. The
Association for advocates is
also his gift. The Union
Finance Minister said that
to make Atmanirbhar
Bharat, self-confidence is
needed first, its spirit comes
from the inspiration of
Rashtrarishi Thengadi.
Dattopant ji did
unprecedented work for
economic reforms. She said
that efforts are being made
to follow the vision of
Dattopant ji in the country.
Dattopant ji’s goal was to
push all classes forward.
Dattopant ji has played a
role in ending communism
and capitalism. Startups in
India are growing rapidly in

the field of self-employ-
ment. The startup revolu-
tion belongs to the youth of
India.

Director of the insti-
tute Mukesh Kumar Mishra
said that the much revered
Thengadi ji is a legend who
can never be forgotten. He
is considered the ruler of
Shramik Jagat. He is known
as a linguist, litterateur,
thinker, philosopher and
jurist. He was in favor of the
development of the entire
society. Secretary of the
institute Deepak Sharma
said that the country is
changing due to the eco-
nomic policies of the last
decade. Sharma said that
India is the solution to all
the problems of the world.
India will guide the world.
The world is looking
towards India.

-

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman speaks on * Economic Potential of India in Global Scenario of the 21st Century’-
during a lecture organised by Dattopant. Thengadi Research Institute, at Ravindra Bhawan on Tuesday.
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Mubarik Khatri awarded with national award for excellence in Bagh Prints

STAFF REPORTER M BHOPAL

aji Mubarik Khatri was
Hawarded with the

National Handicrafts
Award for the year 2017 in
Delhi on Monday.

One of the Renowmed
craftsmen of Bagh print is Haji
Mubarik Khatri who has been
continuously working in his
traditional craft work for more
than 35 years. Mubarik Khatri,
the artist who gave new
approach and style of the inno-
vative Bagh print to the World.
Mubarik Khatri is well known
personality for his traditional
folk art of Bagh Printing. One
of the Prestigious award in
India is the National Award
given by the Government of
India.

Union Textiles Minister
Piyush Goyal honored him
with a Tamra Patra (Momento),
certificate as well as a cash prize
of one lakh at the Special
Ceremony for Award distribu-

N |
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New Delhi. This honor has
been given to him for his sig-
nificant contribution and excel-
lence in craftsmanship.

Haji Mubarik is the only
craftsman to get National
Award in Bagh Prints of
Madhya Pradesh for the year
2017.Mubarik Khatri has mas-
tered this craft as they admire
there traditional Craft which he

got in heritage from his
Ancestors. It has always been
creating many modern and
Innovative patterns and
engraved those designs on
sarees and bed sheets.

He took Inspiration from
Ancient paintings and scener-
ies from Bagh caves, and pre-
pared wooden blocks which
were then printed on the fab-
rics, which became very pop-
ular. In Respect of his Such
Crafts development Practices,
this National honor has been
given to him. This traditional
and ancestral printing art of
Mubarik is known as Bagh
print and is known over the
world. This national award
given to Khatri is the highest
Award of India, which is given
to the selected masters of the
country for their contribution
and extraordinary works in
the art of craftsmanship. And
among them there is Haji
Mubarik Khatri Saheb of
Bagh.His tireless efforts for

innovations and Craft devel-
opment, the International
Crafts Award was also given to
him last month. This interna-
tional honor was awarded to
him in a special ceremony
organized in Delhi.

Haji Mubarik has trained
hundreds of people in this
craft with his untiring efforts,In
which his entire family i.e. his
brother, his two sons Jiaulhak
Khatri and Moinuddin Khatri
are also continuously working,
who themself are master crafts-
mans of this art.Mubarik
Khatri has been working con-
tinuously for the last 35 years
for the preservation and mod-
ernization of his ancestral craft
since childhood and is working
in efforts to bring the extinct
ancient art to the new genera-
tion, shri Mubarik has trained
many youths from scheduled
castes and tribes in his work-
shop in Bagh and he is contin-
uously Training and motivating
them in this craft work.

CM expresses grief
over the death of
journalists

STAFF REPORTER M BHOPAL

hief Minister
‘ Shivraj Singh
Chouhan has

expressed grief over the
death of Vidisha Press
Club President Rajesh
Sharma, journalist Sunil
Sharma and Narendra
Dixit in a road accident.
Chief Minister Chouhan
said that in this hour of
grief, we all are with the
bereaved families. An
assistance of Rs 4 lakh to
each will be provided to
the relatives of the
deceased by the state gov-
ernment.

Chief Minister
Chouhan has prayed to
God to give peace to the
departed souls and strength
to the family members to
bear this deep sorrow.

15-year-old girl killed, her elder sister escapes
with minor injuries in a road accident

STAFF REPORTER M BHOPAL

15-year-old girl was
Akilled while her elder

sister escaped with
injuries after their scooter was
hit by a truck at Bagsevania
area in the state capital.

After they were hit they
jumped and fell in which the
younger sister was mowed
down by the truck and she
died on the spot.

Elder sister was also
injured in the accident. Both
were returning home after
buying gifts from Raja Bhoj
market.

Anushka Kanerjee (15)
lives near Gitanjali School,
used to study was class 10 stu-
dent. On Monday, she along
with elder sister Muskaan (16)
were returning home after
buying gifts from Raja Bhoj
market on scooty and when

After they were
hit they jumped
and fell in
which the
younger sister
was mowed
down by the
truck

they reached near the Ganesh
temple in front of the Bank of
India, a truck hit the scooter
from behind.

TI Sanjeev Chokse said
that he has talked to the owner
of the truck and he had
claimed that he has the per-
mission of the administration
to move the truck in no-entry.
However, he has not given the
documents yet.

Meanwhile Journalism
student Sara Azam (22), who

was hit by a car in Kamla
Nagar area, died during treat-
ment, she was undergoing
treatment in Hamidia.

According to the police,
Shubhankar Singh (22), a res-
ident of Danish Kunj Kolar
Road, is studying engineering
in LNCT. He told the police
that it in the night of
November 22 he was going to
Kolar on a motorcycle with his
friend Sara Azam and during
which a stray dog chased them
near Shabri Nagar Complex.

He decelerated and to
avoid the dog Sara pulled her
legs and lost control and fell
and was hit by a vehicle which
was moving behind. Sara was
taken to Jaypee Hospital by
108 in critical condition and
when her condition worsened
he was referred to Hamidia
where he died late on Monday
night.

-
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Congress leader Rahul Gandhi with Congress State President Kamal Nath and senior leader Digvijay Singh during the Bharat Jodo Yatra in Ujjain, Madhya Pradesh on

Tuesday.
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Bank of Baroda organises Mega Kisan Mela 2022 in Jabalpur

PNS W JABALPUR

ne of Indias leading
O public sector bank

Bank of Baroda,
today announced that the
Bank is organising a Mega
Kisan Mela 2022 in Jabalpur,
Madhya Pradesh on Tuesday
as a part of the 5th Edition of
the Baroda Kisan Pakhwada,
an annual farmer outreach
programme. During the two-
week agri festival, the Bank’s
network of 271 semi-urban
and rural branches in
Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarhthat predomi-
nantly serve the agri cus-
tomer segment are actively
participating in ‘Baroda
Kisan Pakhwada’ and the
Bank is aiming to connect
with over 25,000 farmers in

Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh.
‘Baroda Kisan Pakhwada’

has been designed to help the
Bank boost engagement with
the farming community and
create awareness about vari-
ous agri products, schemes &
delivery channels offered by
Bank of Baroda and initia-
tives taken by the
Government for the benefit
of farmers.

The Mega Kisan Mela in
Jabalpurwas inaugurated
byShri Rajesh Malhotra,
Chief General Manager
(Retail Assets, MSME and
Rural & Agri Banking), Bank
of Baroda and Girish
Dalakoti, General Manager &
Zonal Head (Madhya
Pradesh & Chbhattisgarh),
Bank of Baroda.The Mela is
organized with participation
of over 500 farmers from the
districts of Jabalpur, Katni,
Narsinghpur, and Panna.

In this year’s Baroda
Kisan Pakhwada,the Bank is

organising more than 760
eventssuch as farmer meets,
choupals, soil testing camps,
animal health checkup camps
and will reach out to over
25,000 farmers in Madhya
Pradesh and Chattisgarh. Till
date, in this year’s Baroda
Kisan Pakhwada, the Bank
has sanctioned over Rs
101.00 crore under various
schemes.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Shri Rajesh Malhotra,
Chief General Manager -
Retail Assets, MSME and
Rural Banking & Agri
Banking, Bank of Barodasaid,
“Agriculture is an important
sector in Madhya Pradesh
&Chhattisgarh, generating
employment and providing
livelihoods to a large number
of people. We at Bank of
Baroda are pleased to orga-
nize this Mega Kisan Mela in
Jabalpur. Through this

farmer meet, our aim is to
reach out to the farming
community and provide
details and assistance on the
various types of agri loans
and banking services avail-
able as well as the various agri
initiatives launched by the
Government. This will enable
our farmer customers to get
the right assistance when
required, helping them to
grow their income.”

In Madhya Pradesh &
Chhattisgarh, Bank of
Baroda has 271 semi-
urban/rural branches.
Advances to the agriculture
sectorin Madhya Pradesh &
Chhattisgarh have grown to
over Rs 5,600 crore as on
September 30, 2022. Under
Agriculture advances, the
Baroda Kisan Credit Card
and Lending to Self Help
Groups (SHG) are the key
growth sectors.

Action on feritilizer hoarders; 1,000 bags
of fertilisers seized in Berasia area

STAFF REPORTER M BHOPAL

hoarders 1,000 bags of fer-

tilisers were found in a
godown located in the Berasia
area and after the fertilisers
were seized godown was sealed
in the action.

On Tuesday a large num-
ber of farmers had reached
here to get fertilizers, but they
were told that there is no fer-
tilizer. After this SDM Aditya
Jain checked the godown and
found that it had 1000 bags of
fertilisers.

Complaints were being
received for several days
regarding fertilizers in Berasia
area. Since, at this time farm-
ers need fertilizers for Rabi
crops. Due to which gathering
outside the fertilizer shop or
godowns from morning till late
night is witnessed.

Despite this, they are not
provided with fertilisers, due to
this, the district administration
was also alerted and checking
was started. As soon as the
complaint was received on
Tuesday, SDM Jain reached the
godown of Sai Traders and
inspected it. During this, 1000
bags of fertilisers were found
kept in the godown.

SDM Jain told that all the
fertilizer distributors were
informed about the fertilizer

In major action against

A large number
of farmers had
reached here to
get fertilizers,
but they were
told that there is
no fertilizer

distribution rules in the morn-
ing itself regarding the problem
of fertilizers of the farmers.

Despite this, the farmers
were told about the non-avail-
ability of fertilizers in the
godown of Sai Traders and
when he inspected the
godown, 1000 bags of fertilis-
ers were found in the godown.
That is why the godown has
been sealed after confiscating
fertilisers. Action is being taken
against the operators as per
rules.

There are long queues of
farmers daily outside the
Government fertilizer sales
center at Berasia mandi.
Farmers reach here early in the
morning and keep waiting till
evening and when fertilizers
are not available then they
have to come the next day.

Farmers claimed that they
are getting worried about fer-
tilizers for many days. Despite
this, they are not getting two
bags of manure.

Rare spine surgery conducted on

STAFF REPORTER M BHOPAL

are spine surgery was
Rdone at AIIMS Bhopal

in the Department of
Neurosurgery in a 14 years old
female child, who was a resi-
dent of Bhopal (Madhya
Pradesh). The procedure was
done recently at AIIMS
Bhopal.

The Lesion was extreme-
ly close the neuro vascular
bundle.

A 14 years old female pre-
sented with recurrent abdom-
inal pain in the Neurosurgery
OPD and was admitted for
complete evaluation. Mriand
Ct spine was done and there
was a defect in the sacrum and
a large cyst was found which
was pushing the rectum. There
is a very little space to operate,
which makes it extremely chal-
lenging  to operate.
Intradepartmental meeting
was held by Prof. Amit
Agrawal, Dr. Adesh
Shrivastava, Dr Sumit Raj, Dr.
Pradeep Chouksey and it was
decided to operate as soon as
possible. Sometime these cysts
may become very large so
that they present like preg-
nancy.

The surgery was done by
Dr. Sumit Raj along with Dr
Adesh Shrivastava.Patient was
taken up for surgery with tak-
ing all precautions. The

The surgery was
done by Dr Sumit
Raj along with Dr
Adesh
Shrivastava.
Patient was
taken up for
surgery with
taking all
precautions

patient was operated and the
cyst was ligated and dural
repair was done. The posteri-
or defect was closed with a tita-
nium mesh and screws. At the
end of the procedure patient
was moving her limbs and the
aim of surgery was achieved.
She was mobilized the next
very day and discharged on the
third post operative day.
Sutures were removed on the
10th day in the opd.

The case was done under
Intraoperative
Neuromonitoring (IONM)
which was done by Dr. Ruchi
Singh. Anesthesia team com-
prised of Dr. Sunaina and Dr
Rhea.

It is an extremely rare
case. Such cases are done only
in specialized centers. And
patient did not have to pay
anything extra as she was a
Ayushman beneficiary.

What is anterior sacral

14-year-old girl

meningocoel?

An anterior sacral
meningocele is a rare form of
spinal dysraphism that is
sometimes associated with
syndromes such as Currarino
and Marfan syndromes. These
lesions rarely cause neurolog-
ical complications, but menin-
gitis, sepsis, obstetric prob-
lems, and bowel and bladder
difficulties are common sec-
ondary conditions. The lesions
can even be fatal. Because
these lesions usually do not
regress spontaneously, surgical
treatment is the standard for
symptomatic or growing mass-
es. The dural defect can be
repaired with a variety of ante-
rior or posterior approaches.

Why rare?

Surgery for ant sacral
meningocoel can be done both
from anterior and posterior
approaches. We chose poste-
rior approach as it is direct and
will cause a small scar.

The management of ante-
rior sacral meningocele is
challenging. Success depends
on the coordination between
Neurosurgeons, Neuro-anes-
thesiologist, and a
Neurophysiologist. It is a high-
ly meticulous surgery as there
is very miniscule space to
operate and even a small dam-
age can lead to weakness of the
limbs and bladder and bowel
symptoms may be affected.

¥V

Bhopal on Tuesday.
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Participants take part in a street play competition 'Rang-e- Samvidhan’ organised by an NGO Youngshala at State Museum in
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BHEL receives max number of CII-EXIM Bank Awards

STAFF REPORTER M BHOPAL

harat Heavy
BElectricals Limited
(BHEL) has achieved
another major milestone in
its journey of Business
Excellence wunder its
'Quality First' movement
with a record number of
prestigious CII-EXIM Bank
Awards for Business
Excellence 2022.
BHEL is the recipient of
CII-Exim Bank's first-ever
'Special Jury

Commendation for
Adoption and Nurturance
of Business Excellence'. The
company's Trichy,
Haridwar, Bhopal and
Hyderabad units have
received the Platinum
recognition and Project
Engineering Management,
Electronics Division -
Bengaluru, Power Sector -
Northern Region and
Ranipet divisions have been
awarded the Gold Plus
recognition.

The awards were

received by the divisions
in the presence of Dr.
Nalin Shinghal, Chairman
& Managing Director at
the 30th CII Excellence
Summit in Bengaluru.
These awards are based
on the internationally
recognized European
Foundation for Quality
Management (EFQM)
excellence model.
Notably, BHEL was the
first PSU to get the CII-
EXIM Bank award in the
year 2006.
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Presentation of the state hefore Union Finance Minister

STAFF REPORTER M BHOPAL

nion Finance Minister

' | Nirmala Sitharaman

has said that the efforts

being made in the field of

Financial and Public Asset

Management (PAM) in

Madhya Pradesh are com-
mendable.

The growth rate of GSDP
of the state has been higher
than the national GDP growth
rate in the last 10 years. In the
year 2021-22, the economic
growth rate of Madhya Pradesh
was 19.74 percent, which is the
highest in the country. Madhya
Pradesh's efforts towards ful-
filling the target set by the
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to make the country's
economy 5 trillion dollars by
the year 2025 are commend-
able.

Union Finance Minister

Sitharaman said this after
watching the presentation by
the Finance Department at
Mantralaya on Tuesday. Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan, State Finance
Minister Jagdish Deora, Chief
Secretary Igbal Singh Bains
and officials of Finance
Department were present.
The Union Finance
Minister said that Madhya
Pradesh is making progress in
every field. Especially in the
matter of financial manage-
ment, the state has presented
exemplary examples by mak-
ing many innovations. She
said that the beneficiaries are
being benefited by speeding up
various schemes of the Central
Government in the state.
Along with this, self-employ-
ment efforts are also getting
better, due to which startups
are being encouraged. The

Union Minister said that
Madhya Pradesh is making its
best contribution for self-
reliant India.

Chouhan said that under
the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, the
state government is making
special efforts to increase
GSDP. In the report presented
by the state level task force con-
stituted for this, a target has
been set for the contribution of
the state to the country's econ-
omy of $ 550 billion by the year
2025-26. The Chief Minister
said that according to the rec-
ommendations of the Madhya
Pradesh Government GSDP
Task Force, economic strategies
have been prepared for the eco-
nomic and overall develop-
ment of the state to achieve the
target.

Chief Minister Chouhan
said that for the structural

change of the economy, work
has been done to encourage
knowledge-based industries
such as semi-conductor and
bio-industries, decentraliza-
tion of industries, create clus-
ters and logistic hubs in phar-
maceutical food processing
and textiles industries.

Chief Minister Chouhan
said that the state government
has continuously followed the
fiscal norms, as a result of
which the state has continuous
revenue surplus from the year
2005-06 to the year 2018-19,
debt-GSDP ratio from the year
2010-11 to the year 2019-20
was in the range of 25 percent
and the interest payment of
loans remained in the range of
10 percent of the total revenue.

Fiscal parameters were
affected in the year 2020-21
due to the side effects of Covid.
Monthly review of the state's

own financial resources is being
done by me. There has been an
increase in the revenue of the
state. The Chief Minister said
that in the financial year 2021-
22, it is estimated that there will
be a situation of revenue sur-
plus. The state government
has maintained its fiscal deficit
within the prescribed limit.
Along with this, important
steps have been taken to
increase the revenue resources.

Chouhan said that the
Public Asset Management
Department has been formed
in the year 2020 for disposal
and management of unusable
government assets in the state.
8 confiscated assets were
released by paying Rs 14.50
crore to EPFO. As a result of
disposal and disinvestment of
government assets, a target of
Rs 600 crore has been set for
this financial year.

Tuesday.

Union Finance Minister Sitharaman said this after wa
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One who conquers others is Vir and one
who conquers himself is Mahavir: CM

STAFF REPORTER M BHOPAL

hief Minister Shivraj
‘ Singh Chouhan took

part in the 1008
Majjinendra Panch Kalyanak
Pratishtha Mahotsav and
Vishwa Shanti Mahayagya of
the Jain Samaj going on at Bal-
Vihar Ground in Sehore. Chief
Minister Chouhan sought the
blessings of Muni Sanskar
Maharaj and wished for hap-
piness and prosperity for the
country and the state.

On this occasion, Chief
Minister Chouhan said that
the one who conquers others
is Vir and the one who con-
quers himself is a Mahavir. He
said that Mahavir is Jitendriya,
the one who is Jitendriya is Jin

and the one who is Jin is Jain.
He said that the one who con-
quers himself is a Jain.

Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan offered
prayers to Bhagwan
Bholenath at Mankameshwar
Temple located in Bada Bazar.
Chief Minister Chouhan
wished for the happiness and
prosperity of the state.
Vidisha MP Ramakant
Bhargava, Bhopal MP Sadhvi
Pragya Singh Thakur, MLA
Sudesh Rai, MLA Raghunath
Malviya, Ravi Malviya,
District Panchayat President
Gopal Singh Engineer, Nagar
Palika chairman Prince
Rathore, Kartikeya Chouhan
and other public representa-
tives were present.

IMan nabbed for allegedly raping
& blackmailing married woman

STAFF REPORTER M BHOPAL

man was arrested for
Aallegedly raping a 40-year-

old married woman mul-
tiple times by blackmailing her in
Kolar locality of state capital
Bhopal, the police said on
Tuesday.

The accused has been iden-
tified as Surendra Mathur (42), a
resident of Kolar. He is a neigh-
bour of the married woman.

Kolar police station in-
charge Chandrakant Patel said
that the accused had befriended
the woman around a year and
half ago.

According to the police offi-
cial, the accused then raped the
woman by mixing intoxicants
her tea and clicked some objec-

tionable photographs and videos.
Later, he started blackmailing her
and violated her several times.

Fed up with the harassment,
the woman accompanied by fam-
ily members reached the Kolar
police station lodged a com-
plaint against the accused.

Acting on the complaint,
the police registered a case and
arrested the accused. He will be
produced before the court today,
SHO Patel added.

Memorial to be

STAFF REPORTER M BHOPAL

hief Minister Shivraj
‘ Singh Chouhan
arrived at the
Shaheed Sthal located at
Saikdakhedi on the Gaurav
Diwas (pride day) of
Sehore city and paid trib-
utes to the martyrs of the
freedom struggle. CM
Chouhan said that on
January 14, 1858, 356 rev-
olutionaries sacrificed their
lives for the freedom of the
country in the first battle of
independence in Sehore.
CM Chouhan said that a
grand memorial will be
built at this place.
Chief Minister
Chouhan said that this
place of Sehore is a sacred

place for all of us, which
reminds us of the heroic
saga of those bravehearts
who did not hesitate to sac-
rifice their lives for the
freedom of our country.
We all are fortunate to
have taken birth in the
land where innumerable
revolutionaries and free-
dom fighters sacrificed
their lives to break the
chains of slavery. MP
Ramakant Bhargava, MP
Sadhvi Pragya Singh
Thakur, MLA Sudesh Rai
along with public repre-
sentatives paid floral trib-
utes at the Shaheed Sthal.
In the rebellion against
the British rule in Central
India, the barbaric incident
of Sehore is seen like the
Jallianwala Bagh massacre.

built at the Sehore Shaheed Sthal

Even before the revolution
of Meerut on 10 May 1857,
the flame of revolution
was ignited in Sehore.
Passing through Mewar,
North India, revolutionary
Chapatis reached Sehore
and rural areas on 13 June
1857.

On January 14, 1858,
356 revolutionaries who
rebelled against the British
were gunned down on the
orders of General Huroz at
the Chandmari Maidan
located at Saikdakhedi on
the banks of the Sivan
River.

In the memory of those
brave revolutionaries, a
Shaheed Smarak (martyrs’
memorial) has been built
at Chandmari Maidan near
Saikdakhedi Road.

Action against unauthorized ticket
bookings, 241 e-tickets seized

PNS B JABALPUR

ontinuous action
‘ has been taken by

Rail Protection
Force under 'Operation
Uplabdh' against unau-
thorized booking of rail
tickets, under this action
was taken and 241 e-tick-
ets worth Rs 81113 , two
cancelled tickets and Rs
1920 cash were recovered
from Sagar post of Jabalpur
division and outpost
Damoh

The whole recovery
from the two spots under
Jabalpur division was done
on the same day which was
on November 28.

Acting on the tip off
from the informer,
Assistant Sub-Inspector
Santosh Kumar Mishra and
his staff raided Railway
Reservation Center Damoh
premises and caught an
agent who were involved in
dealing in illegal e-tickets
and was questioned he was
identified as Rahul
Chaurasia of Damoh.

He said that as per the
demand of the customers
by taking 100 extra in
addition to the fare he
would take a ticket from
Damoh. It was accepted to
sell reservation tickets by
taking a charge. Total 5 e-
reservation tickets (in
which 03 nos. advance
journey cost Rs. 1325 and
2 cancelled tickets and Rs
1920 cash were recovered
from his possession.

Inspector Anil Jha,
Assistant Sub-Inspector
Shyam Sundar Singh with
the help of IT staff cell raid-
ed a shop of Katra Bazar
Sagar where the shop oper-
ator named Mohammad
Anas of Sagar revealed that
he used to make e-ticket
using two different IDs of

his own.

By making e-tickets
from mobile with person-
al ID, charging an addi-
tional fee of Rs 50 to Rs
100. On checking the
mobile of the Anas from
the first ID 62 e-tickets
worth Rs 32,957 and from
second ID 174 e-tickets
worth Rs 46831 were
found. Total 236 e-tickets
with a total value of
Rs.79,788 were found.

Principal Chief
Security Commissioner,
West Central Railway
appreciated the Railway
Protection Force action
and against those involved
in black marketing of e-rail
tickets.

HINDUJA HOUSING FINANCE LIMITED

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman being presented a memento by Sadhna Singh, wife of Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan at her residence in Bhopal on Tuesday.
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Corporate Office: 167-169, 2nd floor, Near Little Mount Metro Station, Saidapet, Chennai - 600015
HousING FiNance 101-B, 1st Floor, NRK Business Park, Vijaynagar, Indore(MP) - 452010

HINDUJA

Appendix IV Possession NOTICE (for Immovable property)

Whereas, the undersigned being the Authorized Officer of Hinduja Housing Finance Limited (HHFL) under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial
Assests and Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002 and in exercise of power conferred under section 13(2) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest
(Enforcement) Rules 2002, Demand Notice (s) issured by Authorized Officer of the Company to the Borrower(S) / Guarantor(5) mentioned herein below to
repay the amount mentioned in the notice within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice. The borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice
here by given to the Borrower(s) / Guarantor(s) and the public in general that the undersigned has taken possession of the property described here in below
in exercise of powers conferred on him under Sub-Section (4) of the Section 13 of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the Security Interest Enforcement rules,
2002. The Borrower’s attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets.
The Borrower in particular and the publicin general are hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings with the property will be subject to
the change of HHFL for an amount as mentioned herein under with interest thereon.

Name & Address Borrower/ 1. Demand Notice issued Date Description of Secured asset Date of

Guarantor / Co-Borrower 2. Loan Account No, (Immovable Property) Possession
3. Amount Due as on Notice Date

Mr. MOHAMMAD AMAN 1) Issuance Date -08/09/2021 All that part and parcel of the property bearing Plot /

KHAN (Principal Borrower) 2) MP/IDR/INDR/A000000148 House situated at HNO. 30, Block B, Balaji Residency

Mr MOHAMMAD AYYUB KHAN|  MP/IDR/INDR/A000000530 Colony Tehsil- Sonkatch, District- Dewas (M.P) with | 28/11/2022

(Co-Borrower) 3) Total Amount Due Rs. 978046/- |following four boundaries -North - COLONY ROAD, East

Both are resident of Hno. 36 (Rupees Nine Lakhs seventy eight |~ House Of Gyanchand Mehta, West — House Of Ruby

Ward No. 8 Sonkatach, dewas | Thousand forty six Only) W/o Of Anil Jems, South — Plot Of Colony Residency,

(MP) 455118 Including constructed building and fixture, with all rights.

1)Mr VijaySingh 1) Issuance Date-02.09.2021 DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY: Plot No. 359, Bhojpuri colony

(PRINCIPALBORROWER) 2) MP/IDR/INDR/A000000123 & NX Tehsil - PITHAMPUR, District- INDORE({M.P), Discription

(€D.BORROWER) AP/ B/ WECR/ACCOONR26 NAVAK, Eat - PLOT NO, 360- HOUSE OF UMASHANKAR

BORROWER , East — P ;

Loth are reside]nts of HNo. 131,| 3 Total AmountDue- Rs. 1373327/- (Rupees | o) L 0x+"\vect — ROAD OF COLONY, South ~ ROAD OF | 28/11/2022

Jalodivapar, Limbiodapar Indore thirteen Lakhs seventy three Thousand three COLONY

(mp), India—-453115 hundred twentyseven Only)

SATUTORY NOTICE TO BORROWERS/GUARANTORS

Borrower(s)/Guarantor’s are hereby put to caution that the property may be sold at any time herein after by way of public aution/tenders and as such
this may also be treated as a notice under Rule 6, 8 & 9 of Security (interest) Enforcement Rules, 2002. The detailed inventory and Panchnama could not
be recorded due to obstructions as such property has been photographed.

Place: Indore, Date: 30/11/2022

Authorised Officer, Hinduja H
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CM plants saplings with social workers, journalists

STAFF REPORTER M BHOPAL

hief Minister Shivraj Singh
‘ Chouhan planted saplings

of Sarika Indica, Jungle
Jalebi and Blue Gulmohar in the
Smart City Park. Along with
Chouhan, Upendra Sharma,
Ankit Sharma, Praveen Shrivas
and Sunil Yadav of Gwalior's
"Phir Ek Prayas" organisation
planted saplings. The organisa-

tion is working to distribute
food to the needy people and
support them in education.
Established in the year 2013, the
organisation is active in making
food arrangements for the atten-
dants accompanying the patients
admitted in the hospitals. Along
with this, a library has also been
established in Kampu of Gwalior.

Along with CM, three-year-
old Ladli Laxmi daughter

Akshita Sinha also planted a
sapling. Akshita's mother Prerna
Sinha and 8 year old brother
Aujas participated in the plan-
tation. Along with Chouhan,
News-18 TV channel’s Rajit
Kathil and his wife Neelam
planted saplings on the first
birthday of their niece Pankhuri.
Reporters of News-18 Jitendra
Sharma and Prakash Patil also
participated in the plantation.

Aadhar Housing Finance Ltd.

Corporate Office: Unit No. 802, Natraj Rustomjee, Western Express Highway and
M.V.Road, Andheri (East), Mumbai — 400069

Ashok Nagar Branch : Office No.- 3/206, Bachpan School Complex, Near Over Bridge, Ashok Nagar-473331, (Madhya Pradesh)
Authorized Officer : Mahendra Raghuwanshi, Contact : 7879189515
Shivpuri Branch : 1st Floor, Ward No 1, (Old Ward No-13, Survey No-162,/1 Taluka No 1, Gwalior Bypass Road, AB Road,
Shivpuri-473551,(MP). Authorized Officer : Neeraj Chaturvedi, Contact : 9179374111
Vidisha Branch : Shop No. A, 2nd Floor, Gaurav Complex, Ward No. 11, Sanchi Road, Opp. Satya Sai Soya, Plant, Vidisha -
464001,(MP). Authorized Officer : Gagan Kumar, Contact : 9424485129
Bhopal Branch : 2nd Floor, Alankar Complex,Plot No.-10 & 11, Mp Nagar Zone-Il Bhopal -462001,(MP).
Authorized Officer : Nitin Hayaran, Contact : 9993652260
Hoshangabad Branch : First Floor, Gram Rasuliya, Near Fouzdar Petrol Pump, Itarasi Road, Hoshangabad-461001,(MP).
Authorized Officer : Brajesh Tomar, Contact : 9584485466
Shujalpur Branch : 1st floor, House No. 371, Over IIFL Gold, Braj Nagar Chouraha, City Mandi Road, Shijalpur- 465333,(MP).
Authorized Officer : Sandeep Singh Chouhan, Contact : 8959910145

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR AUCTION CUM SALE

Pursuant to taking possession of the secured asset mentioned hereunder by the Authorized Officer of Aadhar
Housing Finance Limited under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of
Security Interest Act, 2002 for the recovery of amount due from borrower/s, offers are invited by the undersigned in
sealed covers for purchase of immovable property, as described hereunder, which is in the physical possession, on
"As Is Where Is Basis’, 'As Is What Is Basis’ and "Whatever Is There Is Basis’,Particulars of which are given below:-

Housing Finance Ltd

Borrower(s) / Demand Descrinti Eamest Mone
: escription of the y
:;' Co-Borrower(s)/ Notice Date Immnvalill e property P':ii?{;% Deposit (EMD)
] Guarantor (s) and Amount prop (10% of RP)

1 | (Combine LC All that piece and parcel of property bearing,

No.14500000019/ Part of Survey No 32 3 Min, Plot No 329, R Rs.
Ashok Nagar Branch) Mega Deam City Colony, Part of Sur. No32 3 S. 14,500/-
Abhishek Sharma 13-05-2022 | min Vill. Aavrimafi, Guna (M.P), 473331 1:49,000/- 1 "o o
(Borrower) & Boundaries : East: Proposed common way L(:ugees ?:pe Fourteen
Supriya Sharma % 2,70,355/-| 20ft wide, West : Part of Plot No. 330 of Mega Tch;:gn:e Thousand
Co-Borrawe Dream City of seller, North : Proposed Five Hundred
¢ rrower) common way 20ft wide, South : Part of Plot only) Only)
No. 328 of Mega Dream City of seller

2 | (Combine LC No. Allthat part & parcel of property bearing, Plot
10900000071/ No A 16 Shriram Nagar Colony Ward N O 01 Rs.
Shivpuri Branch) 13-06-2022 | Near Om Vihar Colony Part of Survey No 18 Rs. 30,000/~
Raj Kumar Jatav 3 2, Guna, (M.P.) 473331 Boundaries : East:| 3,00,000/- | (Rupees
(Borrower), Proposed common way 30ft Wide, West :|(Rupees Three|  Thirty
Geeta Jatav (Co-Borrower), | ¥ 3:03.290~ 1 pjot o -A-01 of Contractor, North :| LacsOnly) | Thousand
Marjad Singh (Guarantor) Proposed common way 301t wide, South : Only)

Plot No.-A-15 of Contractor

3 | (Combine LC No. All that part & parcel of property bearing,

14500000141/ Part Of Survey No 474 3 Plot No 77 Brij Bihar Rs. Rs.
Ashok Nagar Branch) 13-06-2022 |Colony Ward No 2 Shadora Dist Ashok| 2 50,000/ | 25,000/-
gzg’r?:ﬂ:; f;??gmmwer) g |Nagar Guna MadnyaPradesh, 473330 (Rupees Two |  (Rupees
p oy Boundaries : East: P d 15ft wid i

Rama B Raghuwanshi | 22,82 026 gad, West: Colony PltNo.81, | Thovsand | Thowand

o-Borrower), , - L0 .01,
Neerj Raghuwanshi North: Ramaining land of seller, Only) Only)
(Guarantor) South : Plot No. 78 Binni Bai

4 | (Combine LC No. All that piece and parcel of property bearing,

07600000330/ Kh No 925 1 325 2 925 3 93, Plot No297, Rs.
Vidisha Branch) 13-05-2022 |Ward No 06, Sant Ravidas Ward, Shri Ji| RS- 60,000/-
Anil Kumar (Borrower) & Puram, Near H P Petrol Pump Sironj Road, G,OO,Uﬂgf- [RS"‘_"EES
Poonam Agarwal 2 6,18,496/- | Lateri, Vidisha, (M.P) 464114, (fauc":gﬂw')" o
(Co-Borrower) Boundaries : East: Plot No. 213, West : only)
Deen Dayal (Guarantor) Road, North : Way, South : Plot No. 298

5| (App No. 00041329/ All that part & parcel of property bearing,

Bhopal Branch) 10-12-2021 | Plot No 313 & 314 Shreeji City, Triangle Rs. Rs.

Anil Singh (Borrower) & Heights, Near Bright School, Mukharjee| 5,00,000/- Rﬁﬂ,ﬂﬂlg;w

Suman Singh 2 4.72.324).| V202", Raisen (M.P) 464551. Boundaries| (Rupees Five (T';%e::an'd

(Co-Borrower) e N Ei:ts;: guag. g\l’eﬂl: I:F"IIOI'ENI\I[1.313125 & 316, Lacs Only) only)
orth: Road, South:: Plot No.

6 | (App No. 00296417/ All that part & parcel of property bearing Rs. Rs.
Hoshangabad Branch) p— House No.A-66, Mahagouri Vihar, IKh, No. 7,80,000/- | 78,000/
Shashank Gurjar 37/3, 37/22, Gram Rahatgaon Timarni, Harda, (Rupees (Rupees
(Borrower) & Timarni, Harda, Madhya Pradesh-461228.| Seven Lacs Seventy

i 7 8,77,405/- | Boundaries: East: Open Plot (Plot No. A-52), Eighty Eight
Lalima W/o Shashank 1,
(Co-Borrower) West : Colony Road, North : Open Plot (Plot| Thousand | Thousand
No. A-67), South : Open Plot (Plot No. A-65) Only) Only)

7 | (Combine LC No. All that piece and parcel of property
09100000418/ bearing, Survey No. 5741182 1PlotNo.| _Rs. Rs.
Shujalpur Branch) 08-02-2022 | 29 Ward No.10 Sun Gity Colony Kurawar 1,50,000/- | 15,000/
Ramchandra S/o “°“ | Dist Rajgarh, Madhya Pradesh, 465667. [ (Rupees One | - (Rupecs
Gopalprasad (Borrower) & |Boundaries : East House of Pramod| pecFW | Fet
Krishna Bai (Co-Borrower) | ¥1,60,000/-  saxena, West : Plot N.30, North : Land Of| gy only)
Rishabh Soni (Guarantor) SaxenaJi, South : 20 Ft wide Rasta.

Rl

—

Place : Bhopal
Date : 30.11.2022

Last Date of Submission of Sealed Bid/Offer in the prescribed tender forms along with EMD and KYG is 30-12-2022

within 5:00 PM at the Branch Office address mentioned herein above. Tenders that are not filled up or tenders received

beyond last date will be considered as invalid tender and shall accordingly be rejected. No interest shall be paid on the EMD.

(2) Date of Opening of the Bid/Offer (Auction Date) for Property is 31-12-2022 at the above mentioned branch office
address at 3:00 PM. The tender will be opened in the presence of the Authorised Officer.

(3) The notice is hereby given to the Borrower/s and Guarantor/s, to remain present personally at the time of sale and they
can bring the intending buyers/purchasers for purchasing the immovable property as described herein above, as per the
particulars of Terms and Conditions of Sale.

(4) Thisis 30 DAYS SALE NOTICE UNDER SARFAESI ACT, 2002 is hereby given to the public in general and in particular
to the Borrower (s), Co-Borrower (s) and Guarantor (s) that the above described immovable property
mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the Physical Possession of which has been taken by the Authorised
Officer of Aadhar Housing Finance Limited (AHFL) Secured Creditor, will be sold on “As is where is”, “As is what
is”, and “Whatever there is” and to the amount due to Aadhar Housing Finance Ltd., in full before the date of sale,
auction is liable to be stopped.

(5) The immovable property will be sold to the highest tenderer. However, the Authorised Officer reserves the absolute
discretion to allow inter se bidding, if deemed necessary. The Property as mentioned will not be sold below Reserve Price.

(6) AHFL is not responsible for any liabilities whatsoever pending upon the property as mentioned above.
The Property shall be auctioned on 'As Is Where Is Basis’, *As Is What Is Basis’ and "Whatever Is There s Basis’.

(7) The Demand Draft Should be made in favor of 'Aadhar Housing Finance Limited’ Only.

(8) The detail terms and conditions of the auction sale are incorporated in the prescribed tender form. Tender forms are

available at the above mentioned Branch office. Authorised officer reserve the rights to extend the date of tender or

change the terms & conditions of bidding. For further details & other terms & conditions of bidding please visit our
branchand website : www.aadharhousing.com

For further details, contact the Authorised Officer, at the abovementioned Office address.

Authorised Officer
Aadhar Housing Finance Limited
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Ulemas’ role vi

nation

tal in deradicalisation: Doval

Religion should be source of peace, not reason for discord, conflict, or violence, says NSA

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

With cross-border terror-
ism and ISIS-inspired
terrorism posing a threat to
peace and security, the Ulemas
have a vital role to play in coun-
tering radicalisation and
extremism by propagating pro-
gressive ideas and thought,
National Security Adviser
(NSA) Ajit Doval said here on
Tuesday.

Underlining these points at
a dialogue between the
Indonesian and Indian delega-
tion of Ulema, Islamic scholars
and leaders of other faiths,
Doval said the cooperation of
the civil society is essential in
countering the threat from
ISIS-inspired individual ter-
ror cells and returnees from
theatres like Syria and
Afghanistan.

The Indonesian delegation
of Ulema is accompanying
Mohammad Mahfud MD,
coordinating minister for polit-
ical, legal and security affairs,
who is on a visit to India on the

invitation of Doval who had
attended the second India-
Indonesia Security Dialogue on
March 17 in Jakarta.

Emphasising the impor-
tant role of Ulema in Islamic
society, Doval said the aim of
the discussion is to bring
together Indian and Indonesian
Ulema and scholars to promote
tolerance, harmony and peace-
ful co-existence which will
bolster the fight against violent
extremism, terrorism and rad-
icalisation.

Urging the need to devel-
op a common narrative on

deradicalisation, Doval said in
a democracy there is no place
for hate speech, prejudice, pro-
paganda, demonisation, vio-
lence, conflict and misuse of
religion for narrow ends.
Drawing attention towards
youths who are becoming the
"primary target" of radicalisa-
tion, the NSA said if their
energies are nurtured in the
right direction, they can
become "harbingers of change”
and building blocks of progress
in any society.He said we also
need to counter disinformation
and propaganda that can

"impede peaceful co-existence"
among the followers of differ-
ent faiths.

Doval said the essence lies
in disseminating positive dis-
course far and wide, and not
merely reacting to the agenda
set by inimical forces.

While technology is a
blessing for humanity, it is also
being misused by anti-social
elements to spread hatred and
for disruptive purposes, he
cautioned.

He said the Ulema must
also be adept at using technol-
ogy and utilizing various tech-
nological solutions to thwart
propaganda and hate.

Doval said Islam had
emerged as a rallying point for
the disadvantaged and tolerant
outlook. Fissures emerged
among the caliphs after the
death of the Prophet on the
question of legitimate heir with
each faction attempting to
outdo each other by espousing
amore radical interpretation of
Hadiths, he said."It is here that
the Ulema have a pivotal role
to play.

They have a leading role in
educating the people on the
original tolerant and moderate
principles of Islam and coun-
tering radicalisation and
extremism with progressive
ideas and thought," he said.

Mahfud said discussions
such as this give us the oppor-
tunity to learn from each other
and be inspired by the best
practices in preserving a peace-
ful and harmonious society.

"Many a time we have wit-
nessed people who use their
religion as a doctrine of
absolute truth and readily
blame others. We have to go
out of this and improve.

"Religion, I think should be
a source of peace, not the rea-
son for discord, conflict, or vio-
lence. Religion should be a uni-
fying tool, not a divisive instru-
ment," he said. He said world
is facing difficult challenges,
ranging from poverty, climate
change, food insecurity, pan-
demic, corruption, unemploy-
ment, armed conflicts, income
inequality, and human rights
abuses to name a few.

Modular terror a new challenge
for NIA, security forces in J&K

RAKESH K SINGH B NEW DELHI

Hybrid or modular terror
model has emerged as a
new challenge for the security
forces in Jammu & Kashmir as
the terrorists involved in attacks
are not known to each other
and tasks are assigned among
many unconnected ultras over
social media platforms like
Telegram.

Such modular mechanism
even adds to the woes of inves-
tigative agencies like NIA in
cracking terror-related cases.

Recent trends in the Valley
suggest terror groups are resort-
ing to operations through mod-
ules comprising hybrid terror-
ists who are difficult to trace in
the face of invisibility and
involvement of multiple players.
Such modules also recruit part
time terrorists to execute a cer-

tain task the individual then
carries on with his normal
chores, officials in the security
agencies said. Mushrooming
of women over ground workers
(OGWs) has also emerged as a
discernible feature of the latest
terror tactic, they said.

The other challenges
include use of drones or
unmanned aerial vehicles
(UAVs) for sending weapons,
explosives, drugs and fake cur-
rency, issuance of online threat
and hartal calls by the terror
groups via Telegram channels,
circulation of fake news and
propaganda through Pakistani
online portal Kashmir Fight.

The terror groups have also
been hitting soft targets like
labourers from other States and
minorities especially Kashmiri
Pandits The Pakistani handlers
of the terror modules are using

Ankara for terrorism as many
close combat weapons like pis-
tols of Turkiye origin like Canik
TP9 have been recovered in
searches after encounters, they
said.

In 2022 so far, as many as
29 civilians have been killed in
Valley by terrorists including
three Kashmiri Pandits, three
other Hindus, 15 Muslims
besides six outsider Hindus
and two Muslims.

However, casualties of the
security forces have shown a
declining trend from a peak of
86 in 2018 to 77 in 2019, 58 in
2020, 29 in 2021 and 26 so far
this year, according to official
data.The civilian casualties have
also recorded a declining trend
from a high of 80 loss of lives
in 2018 to 46 in 2019 followed
by 37 in 2020, 35 in 2021 and
29 till so far this year.

NIA ralds orgamsed criminal syndicates in 13 locations

The National Investigation
Agency (NTA) on Tuesday
conducted a third round of
crackdown against organised
criminal syndicates and net-
works besides top gangsters at
13 locations in Punjab,
Haryana, Rajasthan,
Chandigarh and Delhi-NCR.

The districts covered in the
search operation are Fazilka,
Taran Taran, Ludhiana,
Sangrur and Mohali districts of
Punjab, Yamuna Nagar district

of Haryana, Sikar district of
Rajasthan and Outer North
District of Delhi/ NCR to dis-
mantle and disrupt the emerg-
ing nexus between terrorists,
gangsters and drug smug-
glers/traffickers based in India
and abroad in connection with
two cases registered in August.

“This 3rd round of raids
and searches is part of the NIA
crackdown against organised
criminal syndicates and net-
works, top gangsters, their
criminal and business associ-
ates based in Punjab, Haryana

‘Moral duty of citizens to
ensure welfare of soldiers’

Launch of

Armed Forces Flag Day Fund Website

https:

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE |
NEW DELHI

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Tuesday said
here that it is the moral duty of
every citizen to ensure the
welfare of soldiers and their
families and that industries
and businesses can never flour-
ish in a country where the
national security is not strong.
In his address at the Armed
Forces Flag Day Corporate
Social Responsibility (CSR)
Conclave, he also asserted that
the "welfare of soldiers, who
ensure our national security,
should not be the responsibil-
ity of only the government but
it should be the duty of all".
Rajnath emphasised that
industries and businesses can
never flourish in a country
where national security is not
strong. Appreciating the sup-
port of big corporate donors in
the last few years which hasled
to a substantial increase in the
fund, he exhorted the fraterni-
ty to contribute even more for
the well-being of soldiers and
the nation at large. The event

affdf.gov.in

was organised by the depart-

ment of ex-servicemen welfare,
the Ministry of Defence.

The defence minister
expressed gratitude to the
retired as well as serving armed
forces personnel whose valour
and sacrifice safeguarded the
sovereignty and integrity of the
country. He made special
mention of a soldier's message
enshrined on the Kohima War
Memorial in Nagaland, which
reads: "When you go home, tell
them of us and say, for your
tomorrow, we gave our today."

Reiterating the govern-
ment's commitment towards
the welfare of the soldiers, he
said a number of initiatives
were taken in this direction.

Rajnath urged the private
sector to provide employment
opportunities to about 60,000
soldiers who retire at a very
young age every year, saying
that these disciplined ex-ser-
vicemen are capable of under-
standing the most complex
technology and using it profi-
ciently.

The defence minister also
launched a new website for the

Armed Forces Flag Day Fund.
The portal is an interactive and
user-friendly portal developed
to promote online contribution

to the fund. He also released
the anthem for this year's pro-
motional campaign for the
Armed Forces Flag Day.

We cannot bhe agnostic
about technology: EAM

New Delhi: India has to give
due weightage to technology
for its geopolitical positioning
as it will play a crucial role in
striking alliances in a multi-
polar world, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar said here
on Tuesday while stressing the
point that the country cannot
remain “agnostic” to develop-
ments in this sector.

Making this assertion at
the Global Technology
Summit, he said India would
like to use its G-20 Presidency
to reflect the interests and con-
cerns of the global south that
have been sidelined over the
years. India will assume pres-
idency on December one.

Elaborating upon the role
of technology, Jaishankar said
the rise of India was deeply
linked with the rise of Indian
technology. “We cannot be
agnostic about technology. We
have to stop thinking that there
is something neutral about
technology...more and more
things are technology driven
and we need to understand that
there is a very strong political
connotation in-built into tech-
nology,” the minister said. He
said the principle of econom-

ic strategic autonomy will hold
the key to global rebalancing
and big players will constantly
strive to be more capable tech-
nologically.

“We, especially in India in
the last two years, have woken
up to the fact, where does our
data reside? Who processes
and harvests our data and what
do they do with it? That is a
very very key question,”
Jaishnakar said.

He said it was important to
look at the quality of partners
and the sociology partners that
India has in the arena of tech-
nological and strategic spheres.

Recounting his interaction
with his counterparts in Africa
and Latin America, Jaishankar
said there has been a lot of
interest in the digitally-enabled
delivery platforms developed
by India in the global south.

and Rajasthan and arms sup-
pliers based in Rajasthan and
Delhi,” the NIA said in a state-
ment. Searches were conduct-
ed at the houses/premises of
Kaushal Chaudhary of
Gurugram (Haryana), Vishal
Maan of Prahalpur (Delhi),
Binny Gurjar of Sangroor
(Punjab), Ravi Rajgarh of
Ludhiana (Punjab) and their
associates, it said.

During the searches,
incriminating materials,
including various types of con-
traband, have been seized,

along with ammunition.
Investigations will continue to
dismantle such terror net-
works as well as their funding
and support infrastructure, it
further said. Preliminary inves-
tigations have revealed that
these gangs were carrying out
targeted killings and were also
raising funds to carry out such
criminal activities through
smuggling of drugs and
weapons.

The recent sensational
crimes and extortion calls by
criminal syndicates and gang-

sters to businessmen, profes-
sionals, including doctors, had
created a widespread scare
among the people.

These gangs were using
cyber-space to publicise these
crimes to create terror among
the public at large, according to
the NIA FIRs.

“Investigations have also
revealed that such criminal acts
were not isolated local inci-
dents but there was a deep
rooted conspiracy amongst
terrorists, gangsters and drug
smuggling cartels and net-

works, which were operating
from both within and outside
the country;” the agency said in
its statement.

Most of these conspiracies
were being hatched from inside
jails of different States and were
being executed by an organized
network of operatives based
abroad.

Many gang leaders and
members had fled from India
and were operating from for-
eign countries, including
Pakistan, Canada, Malaysia
and Australia, it added.

SC allows MMRCL plea for felling
84 trees at Mumbar’s Aarey Colony

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday permitted the
Mumbai  Metro  Rail
Corporation Ltd to pursue its
plea with the relevant author-
ity for felling 84 trees at
Mumbai's Aarey Colony for
constructing train ramps at its
car shed project.

This significant order
would enable the MMRCL to
seek felling of 84 trees from the
Tree Authority to start its con-
struction work which has been
stalled for quite some time now
and, according to Mumbai
Metro, the project cost has
escalated from Rs 23,000 crore
to Rs 37,000 crore.

The apex court observed
that it cannot be "oblivious of
serious dislocation"” which may
be caused in projects involving
"large public funds". "The
MMRCL should be permitted
to pursue its application before
the tree authority for felling of
84 trees. Let the tree authority
take a decision independently,"
a bench comprising Chief
Justice DY Chandrachud and
Justice PS Narasimha said.

"Undoubtedly issues per-

taining to the environment are
important. The  State
Government which had taken
a decision in the first place to
accept the technical committee
report, later on changed its
view while deciding upon
realignment,” said the court.
The top court fixed the batch
of petitions, including the suo
motu (on its own) one, for final
hearing and disposal in the first
week of February next year.

The Court took note of the
submissions of Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta, appear-
ing for the MMRCL, that
almost 95 per cent work on the
project has been completed.

"It would not be possible
for the court to stay the deci-
sion.

“Moreover, it must be
noted that substantial no of
trees have already been
felled...As already noted earli-
er 2144 trees were fell in exe-
cuting work for the car depot.
What is now sought is a per-
mission to apply to tree author-
ities for felling of trees for
ramp. Without the ramp, work
done would be of no use," the
CJI said in its order.

The top law officer said the
plea of the MMRCL was pend-
ing with the Tree Authority
which is not proceeding due to
the pendency of the petitions
here in the Supreme Court.

"The original total cost of
the project was Rs 23,000 crore.
The MMRCL has already
invested Rs 22000 crores.
Because of the delay caused by
the litigation, the cost has esca-
lated to Rs 37000 crores,"

SC transfers trial in murder of
YSV Reddy to Hyd CBI court

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday transferred the
trial in the murder case of YS
Vivekananda Reddy - former
Lok Sabha MP and uncle of
Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister YS Jaganmohan
Reddy - to a Special CBI Court
in Hyderabad.

A Bench of Justices MR
Shah and BV Nagarathna was
hearing a plea filed by the
daughter of Reddy seeking
directions to the CBI to expe-
dite the probe into the murder
case and citing delays at trail
court in Kadapa.

"It cannot be said that
apprehension of the petition-
er that there may not be fair
trial or that there is larger con-
spiracy is imaginary. Petitioner
has the fundamental right to
get justice. This is a fit case to

Mehta said. He then listed out
the benefits and the impact of
the metro rail project saying the
carbon emission, due to less
vehicular traffic, would come
down. Above 13 lakh passen-
gers may travel through the
metro and may lead to ease in
traffic situation, fuel con-
sumption and air pollution, he
said, adding that every day,
nine persons die in train acci-
dents in Mumbai.

New HIV infections in kids down 52% in 2010-21

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

Due to Covid-induced dis-
ruptions, around 110,000
children and adolescents (0-19
years) died from AIDS-related
causes during 2021 while
another 310,000 were newly
infected, bringing the total
number of young people living
with HIV to 2.7 million,
according to the latest UNICEF
global snapshot on children
and HIV/AIDS, which was
released recently.

These disruptions put the
lives of newborn babies at
increased risk. In 2021, more
than 75,000 new child infec-
tions occurred because preg-
nant women were not diag-

nosed and initiated on treat-
ment, as per the snapshot.
Taking serious note of the
gloomy scenario, ahead of
World Aids Day on December
1, UNICEF has warned that
progress in HIV prevention
and treatment for children,
adolescents, and pregnant
women has nearly flatlined
over the past three years, with
many regions still not at pre-
Covid service coverage.

This stagnation comes on
top of an existing and growing
gap in treatment between chil-
dren and adults. Unless the dri-
vers of inequities are addressed,
ending AIDS in children and
adolescents will continue to be
a distant dream, warned
UNICEE

"Though children have
long lagged behind adults in
the AIDS response, the stag-
nation seen in the last three
years is unprecedented, putting
too many young lives at risk of
sickness and death," said
Anurita Bains, Unicef associate
chief of HIV/AIDS. "Children
are falling through the cracks
because we are collectively fail-
ing to find and test them and
get them on life-saving treat-
ment. Every day that goes by
without progress, over 300
children and adolescents lose
their fight against AIDS."

Despite accounting for
only 7 per cent of overall peo-
ple living with HIV, children
and adolescents comprised 17
per cent of all AIDS-related

deaths and 21 per cent of new
HIV infections in 2021.
However, the snapshot shows
that longer-term trends remain
positive.

New HIV infections
among younger children (0-14
years) dropped by 52 per cent
from 2010 to 2021, and new
infections among adolescents
(15-19 years) also dropped by
40 per cent. Similarly, coverage
of life-long antiretroviral treat-
ment (ART) among pregnant
women living with HIV
increased from 46 per cent to
81 per cent in a single decade.
While the total number of
children living with HIV is on
the decline, the treatment gap
between children and adults
continues to grow.

Maternal mortality lowest
in Kerala, highest in MP, UP

New Delhi: India has reported
a decline in the Maternal
Mortality Ratio (MMR), from
130 points in 2014-16 to 97
points in 2018-20. As per the lat-
est publication of SRS MMR
bulletin, 2018-20, among States,
as expected, Kerala has the
lowest MMR at 19 while Assam,
Madhya Pradesh and Uttar
Pradesh have reported signifi-
cantly higher MMR at 195, 173
and 167 respectively.

None of the States have
been, so far, able to bring the
MMR to asingle digit.
“Significant decline in the MMR
from 130 in 2014-16 to 97 per
lakh live births in 2018-19. The
various healthcare initiatives of

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
Government to ensure quality
maternal and reproductive care
have helped tremendously in
bringing down MMR,” tweeted
Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya.

The maternal mortality
ratio (MMR) is defined as the
number of maternal deaths
during a given time period per
100,000 live births during the
same time period.

An analysis of the data
shows that most of the States
under the “Empowered Action
Group " (EAG)category has
high MMR, much above than
the SDG lavel which is 70. For
instance, except Jharkhand

which has reported significant
decline in MMR to touch to 56,
Assam continue to have high
MMR at 195 Bihar (118),
Madhya Pradesh (173),
Chhattisgarh (137), Odisha
(119), Rajasthan (113), Uttar
Pradesh (167) and Uttarakhand
(103) Southern States category
which include Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana, Karnataka, Kerala
and Tamil Nadu has reported an
average MMR at 49. Andhra
Pradesh has 45 , Telangana
(43), Karnataka (69), Kerala
(19) and Tamil Nadu (54).
Other states like Gujarat have
reported MMR at 57, Haryana
(110), Maharashtra (33), Punjab
(105), West Bengal (103).

transfer to a State other than
the State of Andhra Pradesh, as
justice need not only be done
but also seen to be done.
Criminal trial, if biased, crim-
inal justice will be at stake;” said
the apex court.

Reddy was stabbed to
death at his residence in
Kadapa in March 2019. In
2020, the Andhra Pradesh
High Court had transferred the
investigation into the murder
to the CBI.

IN SHORT

CONG RAPS PM OVER
AIIMS SERVER HACKING
New Delhi: The Congress on
Tuesday hit out at the Modi
Government over the hacking of
the AIIMS server and said it raises
"serious questions” about cyber
security in the country. AICC
general secretary, organisation, K
C Venugopal asked about Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s promise
of a new cyber security policy
which he announced two years
ago. ltis feared that data of
around 3-4 crore patients could
have been compromised due to
breach detected on November 23.

SENA SYMBOLS DISPUTE
1ST HEARING ON DEC 12
New Delhi: The first hearing of
Shiv Sena symbols dispute case
will be held on December 12 by
Election Commission of India. The
EC has also directed both parties
to submit any further
statements/documents by 5 PM
on December 9.

MEA TO HOLD LUSOPHONE
FEST IN GOA ON DEC 3-6
New Delhi: The Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) in
partnership with Indian Council of
Cultural Relations (ICCR) and the
Goa Government will organise the
International Lusophone Festival
in Goa from December 3-6.

SC AXES PIL ON HIKE IN
NUMBER OF HC JUDGES
New Delhi: The Supreme Court on
Tuesday refused to entertain a PIL
that sought a direction to Centre
and all States to double number
of judges in subordinate

judiciary and High Courts to
effectively tackle pendency of
cases, saying such "populist” and
‘simplistic" measures cannot be
solution.
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Days after the emotional
speech of President
Droupadi Murmu flagging the
plight of poor tribals lan-
guishing in jails in petty
offences despite bail, the
Supreme Court on Tuesday
directed State Governments
across the country to provide
details of such prisoners with-
in 15 days to NALSA for for-
mulating a national scheme for
their release.

“NALSA (National Legal
Services Authority) in collab-
oration with the Home
Ministry will collect the data
relating to number and status
of pending applications of pre-
mature release filed by life
convicts;” ordered the Bench of

Justices Sanjay Kishan Kaul
and Abhay S Oka, adding that
the entire process to be finished
in two months.

The Bench drected the jail
authorities to submit the details
of such prisoners to the respec-
tive State Governments which
will forward the documents to
the National Legal Service
Authority within 15 days. The
bench said the jail authorities
will have to submit such details
as the names of undertrial
prisoners, charges against
them, date of the bail order,
what bail conditions were not
met and how much time they
have spent in jail after the bail
order.

"At the inception, we
flagged the issue of
detenues/Undertrial prisoners,
who continue to be in custody

despite being granted bail but
could not fulfill the bail con-
ditions. Each jail authority of
the country has to convey to
their state government the
details which will be forward-
ed to NALSA for formulation
of a national level scheme to
provide assistance to such pris-
oners," it said in its order.
Advocate Devansh A
Mohta, who is assisting the
court as amicus curiae, said the
Delhi State Legal Service
Authority (DSLSA) has a
scheme to assist such undertrial
prisoners languishing in jail
despite being granted bail. The
bench said, "In Delhi, these
kinds of cases may be less but
could be more where financial
means become a challenge."
Judges asked advocate Gaurav
Agrawal, appearing for NALSA,

to explore all possibilities for
formulating a national scheme
and suggest ways for dealing
with this situation and execu-
tion of the bail orders.

The top court was hearing
a plea by a life convict named
Sonadhar, who has been in cus-
tody for 18 years and sought
premature release. On
September 15, the top court
had said convicts who have
completed 10 years of their life
sentence and whose appeals
would not be heard in the near
future by the high courts
should be enlarged on bail
unless there exist cogent rea-
sons to deny the relief.

The apex court said it
needs to keep the objective of
decongesting the jails in mind
in the case of convicts whose
appeals have been pending for

years against conviction and are
not likely to be heard in the
near future by the high courts
due to pendency of cases. It had
said its endeavour is two-fold
--first, convicts having under-
gone more than 10 years
imprisonment, unless there
exist cogent reasons to deny
them the relief, they should be
enlarged on bail. Second, iden-
tification of cases where con-
victs have completed 14 years
of custody, in which event, a
case can be referred to the gov-
ernment for considering pre-
mature release within a fixed
time period irrespective of
pendency of their appeals.
The top court had said if a
detenue has already served 14
years of sentence in a murder
case, then there are norms
prevalent in each state for

examination of such cases for
premature release. "However,
it appears that legal assistance
to do so after expiry of 14 years
has not been forthcoming in
many cases, including the pre-
sent one (of petitioner
Sonadhar). We do feel that this
aspect needs attention and the
respondent State and for that
matter other States must put
their house in order in respect
of this aspect,” the bench had
said and sought the assistance
of NALSA.

The President Murmu had,
in her maiden Constitution
Day address on November 26
at the Supreme Court, high-
lighted the plight of poor trib-
als of her home state Odisha
besides Jharkhand, saying they
remain incarcerated despite
getting bail for lack of money to

nation

SC asks States to give details of undertrials to NALSA in 15 days

furnlsh the bail amount or
arrange sureties. Departing
from her written speech in
English, Murmu had spoken in
Hindi to urge the judiciary to
do something for the poor
tribals, noting those accused of
serious offences walk out free
but these poor inmates, who
may have gone to jail for slap-
ping someone, have to spend

years on end before they are
released.

Justice Kaul was among
those seated on the dais with
Chief Justice DY Chandrachud,
when the President narrated
her experience of meeting sev-
eral undertrial prisoners as an
MLA in her native Odisha and
later as the Governor of
Jharkhand.

Didi chides DM 1n public for i 1gnor1ng ‘blanket order

SAUGAR SENGUPTA B KOLKATA

In a development that oppo-
sition parties promptly dis-
missed as “scripted and aimed
at re-building an image, sullied
by multiple exposes on state-
sponsored corruption,” Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Tuesday stalled a
public programme for good 20
minutes and rebuked the
District Magistrate and Block
Development Officer in front
of thousands of people for fail-
ing to comply with government
orders.

The order thus being spo-
ken of was on procurement and
bringing on the stage 15,000
blankets, shawls and sweaters
to be distributed by the Chief
Minister among the public.

When she found out that
only sweaters had been brought
at the venue, a furious Chief
Minister rebuked the DM with

the microphone on, asking
why the blankets had not been
brought on stage.

Banerjee told the DM,
“Whenever there are any laps-
es by the police or any other
department everyone blames
me ... why will I have to take
it every time ... where are the
blankets for me to be distrib-
uted?”

When the DM informed
that they had been kept at the
BDO office she thundered: “I
will take strong action against
you” When requested to con-
tinue with her speech as there
were other programmes too the
Chief Minister said “I had
come for distributing the blan-
kets ... so there is no point con-
tinuing the meeting ... first
bring the blankets then I will
speak ... till then I am sitting
here and so does the crowd”

The Chief Minister stalled
the meeting for a good 20

minutes after which the blan-
kets were rushed to the venue.
Banerjee distributed 1,000
blankets from the Tuesday
rally.

Hours later Bengal
Opposition Leader Suvendu
Adhikari called it a “model
example of how the Mamata
Banerjee Government func-
tions ... the incident itself
proves that there is no coordi-
nation in the administration ...
the whole bureaucracy is
demoralised in the face of gov-
ernment-sponsored corrup-
tion ... everyone is thinking of
saving one’s job ... this demor-
alisation will further go up if
the officers are rebuked in
public in this manner”

CPI(M) leadership said
that the incident pointed at the
poor condition of the State.
“We wanted to bring industry
so that the people can lead a
better life but Mamata Banerjee

now she

drove them away ...
has to distribute blankets as the
people don't even have that
money, party State committee
member Kaustav Chatterjee
said adding the Tuesday’s

“histrionics” was a scripted
before to give a lift to the Chief
Minister’s sagging image.
Meanwhile, the Chief
Minister on  Tuesday
announced the formation of a
separate Sunderbans district.
The district will be carved out
of existing two districts of

i

North and South 24 Parganas.

The formation of the new
district majorly comprising the
Royal Bengal Tiger zone of the
Sundrabans would help the
administration to concentrate
more on the development of
the swampy area crisscrossed
by scores of backwater rivers
and many more creeks plagued
by steady erosion and advanc-
ing sea. Several river islands
have already disappeared into
the sea since 1967 and many
are on the verge of extinction.

Kerala petition against tech univ
V-C’s appointment by Guv nixed

KUMAR CHELLAPPAN W
KOCHI

The Kerala High Court on
Tuesday dismissed a peti-
tion filed by the Government of
Kerala questioning the
appointment of Dr Ciza
Thomas as the vice-chancellor
of the Kerala Technical
University by the Chancellor
(Governor Arif Mohammed
Khan).

“Ciza Thomas is fully qual-
ified going by the University
Granst Commission
Regulations since it permit
experience in both teaching
and research. The choice is jus-
tified,” said Justice Devan
Ramachandran while dismiss-
ing the petition.

The Governor appointed
Ciza Thomas as vice chancellor
following the October 21 verdict

by the Supreme Court that
declared the appointment of M
S Rajasree, the incumbent, as
void and null ab initio (from the
date she was appointed).

The Jusice pointed out that
although the first person found
qualified in the list had been
offered the vice chancellor’s
post by the Chancellor follow-
ing the disqualification of
Rajasree, the same was politely
refused. That left Ciza Thomas
as the only candidate available
since others in the list too were
involved in various professions.

“The Chancellor’s choice

can never be found to be at fault
and there is not even a whisper
or an assertion sotto voce (in a
quiet voice) even by the
Government that he has acted
with bias or mala fide in having
appointed Ciza Thomas,” said
the Justice.

Tuesday’s verdict is yet
another set back to the
Government of Kerala in the on
going tussle with the Governor
over appointments of vice-chan-
cellors and faculty members in
the State’s universities. The
Kerala High Court had declared
as null and void the appoint-
ment of the Vice Chancellor of
the Kerala University of
Fisheries and Ocean Sciences
(KUFOS) as well as the selection
of the spouse of the Chief
Minister’s private secretary as
associate professor in Kannur
University.

‘Assam-Meghalaya border talks have
become bit complicated after violence’

PTI W GUWAHATI/ SHILLONG/
SILCHAR

The process for the second
round of talks between
Assam and Meghalaya for
resolving the border dispute
has become "slightly compli-
cated", following the killing of
six people in the November 22
violence at Mukroh village,
Meghalaya Chief Minister
Conrad K Sangma said on
Tuesday. Assam and Meghalaya
have identified 12 disputed
areas along the interstate bor-
der. These two northeastern
states, which started the first
round of discussions in July
2021, signed an MoU in March
this year to resolve differences
in six areas.

"The situation (for border
talks) is slightly complicated
and we may not be able to go
forward immediately. It could
get delayed," Sangma said here.

Sangma's remarks came
on a day when Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
Tuesday said that he does not
approve of police firing on
civilians, which should be
resorted to only against ter-
rorists and criminals.

The firing by the Assam
police and state forest guards at
Mukroh in a disputed area of
the Assam-Meghalaya border
which claimed six lives a week
ago will, however, have no
impact on the "broader land-
scape of relations" between the

two states, Sarma told a press
conference here.

Negotiations are on
between the two northeastern
states and any boundary adjust-
ment will happen through the
Committee formed for the
purpose by them, he said.

"Taking the life of civilians
is not acceptable ... Police
should use its weapons against
terrorists and criminals and not
against civilians. I do not
approve of the firing," he said
after presiding over a cabinet
meeting. Meanwhile, The
NHRC has taken congnisance
of the violence in the disputed
area on the Assam-Meghalaya
border that claimed six lives
earlier this month, the rights
body said on Tuesday.

It said the incident was an
outcome of the long-pending
border dispute between the
two states and could have been
averted had the controversy
been settled earlier.

The Commission observed

that whatever be the dispute
police has to use restraint in
such a situation.

"The National Human
Rights Commission has taken
cognizance of a memorandum
by the chief minister of
Meghalaya (Conrad K Sangma)
that six persons, including one
Assam forest official, had died
in firing by the Assam Police
and Assam Forest Guards at
Mukroh village in West Jaintia
Hills District of Meghalaya on
22nd November, 2022," NHRC
said in a statement.

The violence at Mukroh
village falling in the disputed
Block-I area along the interstate
boundary has resulted in clash-
es in the state's capital Shillong
and six districts in the Khasi
Jaintia Hills region.

The process for the second
phase of talks to resolve dif-
ferences in the remaining six
disputed areas was initiated,
and regional committees have
also been set up.

Massive row erupts
as Kharge compares
Modi to ‘Ravana’

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
AHEMDABAD/NEW DELHI

n a stark reminder to the

‘Maut Ka Saudagar’ remarks
against Narendra Modi by the
then party chief Sonia Gandhi
in 2007, a massive row erupted
in poll bound Gujarat on
Tuesday after the newly elected
Congress president Mallikarjun
Kharge compared the Prime
Minister with ‘Ravana’ duringa
rally. Gujarat Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel lost no time in
claiming the remark reflects
the opposition party's hatred for
Gujaratis.

Elections for the 182-mem-
ber Assembly in the BJP-ruled
Gujarat are scheduled to be held
in two phases on December 1
and 5.

Addressing people in
Behrampura area under the
Congress-held Danilimda seat
on Monday night, Kharge said
in every election, votes are
sought in the name of Modi
instead of local candidates or the
performance of government.

"Modi asks people to ignore
everything and vote (for BJP) by
keeping his face in front of the
eyes. I wonder on how many
occasions we have to see your
face? People have to see your
face during municipal corpo-
ration polls, then in the
Assembly polls and also during
polls to elect MPs," he said.
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"Everywhere you want us to
see your face. Why? How many
faces do you have? Are you 100-
headed like Ravan? I don't
understand this," the Congress
president said. He further said
instead of doing his work as
India's PM, Modi canvasses for
various elections, be it local bod-
ies or Assembly polls.

"The BJP believes in telling
lies only. I recently said Modi is
‘badshah’ of telling lies, because
he keeps on telling lies. What
happened to two crore jobs
every year? He used to say he
will give Rs 15 lakh to each cit-
izen after bringing black money
from abroad,” Kharge said.

Taking a strong exception to
the remarks, CM Patel in a tweet
said, "Bereft of any development
agenda and support from the
people, the Congress is out to
abuse Gujarat and Gujaratis."
The statement made by Kharge
ji against PM Narendra Modiji
is a testimony to their hate for
Gujaratis. The people of Gujarat
will reject them this time too for
such behaviour," Patel added.

b

Maurya takes dig
at reunion of

Akhilesh,

PNS B LUCKNOW

ttar Pradesh Deputy Chief

Minister Keshav Prasad
Maurya on Tuesday hit out at
the Samajwadi Party over
Shivpal Yadav's reunion with
his nephew Akhilesh Yadav
ahead of the Mainpuri Lok
Sabha bypoll, saying the Yadav
family knows best how long the
unity would last. The BJP
leader claimed that people have
made up their minds to end
dynastic politics.

Batting for BJP candidate
Raghuraj Singh Shakya,
Maurya said people have sym-
pathy for Mulayam Singh
Yadav but they would not vote
for the Samajwadi Party in the
bypoll. The Samajwadi Party
has fielded Dimple Yadav, the
wife of party chief Akhilesh
Yadav, for the December 5
Mainpuri Lok Sabha bypoll,
necessitated following the death
of Mulayam Singh Yadav.

To a question whether he
felt that the Yadav family would
remain united after the elec-
tions, Maurya said, "It is their
matter. But, it's clear that the
people of Mainpuri have made
up their minds to set aside
dynastic politics."

The uncle-nephew rela-
tions had gone sour in 2016
with the sacking of Shivpal,
who was then a cabinet minis-
ter, by Akhilesh Yadav when he

Shlvpal

was the CM. They parted ways
in 2017 when Akhilesh became
the SP president. Shivpal
formed Pragatisheel Samajwadi
Party (Lohiya) in 2018.

The duo joined hands
before the 2022 Uttar Pradesh
Assembly polls. However, the
relations went sour again as
Shivpal alleged that he was
neglected within the party.

Since Shivpal parted ways
with the SP, there were
rumours that he might be join-
ing the BJP. Though he denied
it every time, the allotment of
abungalow for his party by the
BJP government fuelled spec-
ulations. After Mulayam Singh
Yadav's younger daughter-in-
law Aparna Yadav, considered
close to the Shivpal Singh
Yadav camp, joined BJP, spec-
ulations went rife about his
closeness to the ruling party.
Even after the Mainpuri bypoll
was declared, some reports
suggested that it was Shivpal
who ensured a BJP ticket for his
one-time close associate
Raghuraj Singh Shakya.

Dalit activist
shot dead in
Moradabad

PNS B LUCKNOW

In a sensational incident, a
30-year-old Dalit activist
was shot dead allegedly on the
instructions of a local histo-
ry-sheeter who believed that
the activist was a threat to his

illegal  activities  in
Thakurdwara area of
Moradabad district.

SSP (Moradabad) Hemraj

Meena, said: "Vishal Valmiki
was shot by one Bilal on the
instructions of Atul Sharma
Pandit, a history-sheeter, and
his aide Golu.

An FIR has been regis-
tered on the complaint of the
victim's family. Five teams
have been tasked with arrest-
ing the accused."

Atul Sharma, Bilal and
Golu have been booked under
IPC sections 302 (murder)
and 120b (criminal conspira-
cy) along with the SC/ST
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act,
1989.

Vishal's father Mukesh
Valmiki said: "My son had
recently joined a right-wing
outfit and his popularity was
increasing among the young-
sters of all communities.
Sharma could not accept the
fact that a Dalit was becom-
ing popular.”

Sanitation workers in the
area decided to go on a strike
from Tuesday itself in protest
against the incident.

My workers will provide
security to me: Shlvpal

PNS B LUCKNOW

Aday after the security of
Pragatisheel Samaj Party
(Lohia) president Shivpal
Yadav was downgraded by the
Uttar Pradesh government, he
said his workers would now
provide him security.

Shivpal's security was
downgraded on Monday from
'Z' to 'Y' category, days after
he mended fences with
nephew Akhilesh Yadav.

"This was expected of the
BJP. Now, my workers and
people will provide me secu-
rity. Dimple Yadav's victory
and BJP candidate's loss in
Mainpuri will now be even
bigger," Shivpal said.

Earlier, Samajwadi Party
chief Akhilesh Yadav had
termed the move "objection-
able". He had also hit out at
Chief  Minister Yogi
Adityanath for likening his

A
uncle to a ‘pendulum’ and a
'football'.

In a tweet in Hindi,

ST

Akhilesh said: "It is objec-
tionable to reduce the securi-
ty cover of Shivpal Singh
Yadav. It is also to be noted
that a pendulum is a symbol
of movement of time and
indicates the change of time
for everyone. It says that there
is nothing stable on which
one could be proud of."

Kerala Ministers question propriety of Church
leaders in spearheading agitation against port

KUMAR CHELLAPPAN m

KOCHI
wo ministers in the
CPI(M)-led Kerala

Government have described
the agitation spearheaded by
the Latin Catholic Archdiocese
against the Vizhinjam
International Sea Port as anti-
national and an act of sedition.
V Abdul Rehman, Minister
for Harbor, said at
Thiruvananthapuram on
Tuesday that the Kerala
Government has all details of
the leaders behind the agitation
against the Port which is being
built by the Adani Group. “We
have tackled serious agitations
in the past and it is not difficult
for us to take care of this anti-
Port agitation. This is a move-
ment against national interests,”
said Rehman while addressing
a seminar on Vizhinjam Port.
The minister claimed that
the Government has not forced

out even a single resident under
the pretext of land acquisition.
“We will see to it that the Port
works are completed as per
schedule. This is a project of
national importance and till
now we were restrained in our
approach to the agitation
against the port. All demands
made by the leaders of the agi-
tation have been met but now
they want the project to be

scrapped altogether,” said
Abdul Rehman.
Meanwhile heavy posse of

policemen have been deployed
along coastal Kerala to nip in
the bud any violence which is
likely to occur in the coming
days. Cops who were on leave
have been directed to join for
duty immediately in the back-
drop of the rioting and van-
dalism at Vizhinjam that saw
40 cops getting injured and
public property getting
destroyed.

Education Minister V

Sivankutty, the ideological face
of the CPI(M), lashed out
against the Church leaders for
their role in spreading the agi-
tation. “The police was
restrained in their response to
attacks carried out by the agi-
tating fishermen. There were
instances of the unruly crowd
snatching the lathis from the
policemen and throwing them
into the sea. This is a serious
offence and is an anti-nation-
al activity;” said Sivankutty.

He said there is no chance
of the police withdrawing the
cases filed against the
Archbishop, Auxiliary Bishop
and the vicar of Vizhijnam for
rioting and breakdown in law
and order. “This is the worst
kind of agitation and is a threat
to the culture of Kerala. The
cases were filed only after
ascertaining the role of the
Church leaders,” said
Sivankutty while interacting
with media.

A labourer holds rice grain as he spreads it to dry, at a field on the outskirts of Jammu on Tuesday
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Culture wars

Israel’s Ambassador’s comment can save bilateral
ties but can’t make The Kashmir Files look good

| srael’s Ambassador to India Naor Gilon’s comments on the movie The Kashmir Files

must have come as a soothing balm to the filmmaker, the Government, and Bharatiya

Janata Party leaders. The movie is part of the culture wars that the saffron estab-
lishment has launched. Written and directed by Vivek Agnihotri, its ostensible objec-
tive was to show the horrendous treatment meted out to and the ethnic cleansing of
the Kashmiris Pandits; the real purpose, however, was to promote the BJP’s agen-
da. Agnihotri was so busy with the propaganda that he didn’t even bother to tell the
real story: decades of Islamization of the populace in Kashmir, the process which pre-
pared the ground for separatism, jihad, the atrocities on Pandits, leading to their exo-
dus. Anyone watching the film gets the impression that Muslims were a deplorable
role in the late 1980s and 1990s; the ones who were depicted were treacherous, cow-
ardly, and cruel. This was the reason that the movie
was widely condemned as tendentious, inflamma-
tory, and misleading. This is also the reason that
International Film Festival of India 2022 jury head
Nadav Lapid said that The Kashmir Files was like a
“propaganda, vulgar movie, inappropriate for an artis-
tic competitive section” of a prestigious film festi-
val. Jury member Sudipto Sen made it clear that
Lapid’s remark about The Kashmir Files “was com-
pletely his personal opinion.” He went on to claim
that jury members didn’t mention anything about their
likes or dislikes. Also, they “don’tindulge in any kind
of political comments.”

These words may comfort Agnihotri and his fans,
but the damage has been done. Envoy Gilon’s intervention can certainly ring-fence
the bilateral ties getting scalded from the controversy erupting from a bad film. In a
tweet in English “because | wanted our Indian brothers and sisters to be able to under-
stand,” he exhorted Lapid, saying that “should be ashamed.” In Indian culture, a guest
is treated like God. You have abused in the worst way the Indian invitation to chair
the panel of judges as well as the trust, respect, and warm hospitality they have bestowed
on you, the envoy added. Not unexpectedly, the most misleading and ludicrous reac-
tion came from the BJP’s IT Cell boss Amit Malviya. “For the longest time, people
even denied the Holocaust and called ‘Schindler’s List’ propaganda, just like some
are doing to Kashmir Files.” There are some people in the West who deny the Holocaust,
but they are in a microscopic minority. Besides, it is a crime against art to compare
the classy Schindler’s List with the crappy The Kashmir Files. At the heart of the issue
is the Sangh Parivar’s ardent desire to have a school of cinema that projects its ideas
and ideals. The problem is that any cinema—or, for that matter, any form of art—
can flower only if there is freedom of expression. This freedom, among others, the
saffronites want to curtail. Hence the calamities like Kashmir Files.
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Two-wheeler riders cross on a bamboo bridge constructed over the River Brahmaputra, in Guwahati PTI

Who are Hindus?

Mohan Bhagwat’s definition of a Hindu

may not go down well with many
RSS Chief Mohan Bhagwat has reiterated that all people living in India were by

definition Hindus. He further added that anybody who agrees to sing Sanskrit
verses in praise of Bharat Mata and is committed to the preservation of the
culture of the land is a Hindu. Bhagwat said this while addressing RSS workers before
concluding his four-day tour of Bihar. While his stand is welcome in that he sees
Hindus in a larger context and does not limit his definition of a Hindu to a religious
identity but on the other hand it is an unnecessary classification that is neither required
nor warranted. True, Arabs gave this name to all people residing across Hindukush
Mountain and it meant a geopolitical identity rather than a religious one but that time
has long gone and now a Hindu is a religious identity, legally. Moreover, calling every-
one Hindu without their consent is not a bright idea. Labeling anyone as per your
convenience is fraught with dangers. Many religious
groups would have reservations about being called
Hindu. “Hindu” does not denote Indian and that is
a fact. There is a difference between ‘Hindu’ and
‘Hindustani’, ( of course the word Hindustani is now
obsolete). And we are not even talking about
‘Hindutva’ which has political connotations.
Besides, even many Hindus would have objec-
tions to somebody branding them and giving them
a certificate of being a Hindu. There must be mil-
lions of people who call themselves Hindus but can-
not recite a single verse in Sanskrit so it is utterly
insolent to test people for their identity on the basis
of your own preconceived notions. Though his state-
ment deserves merit when he says that identities have been made possible because
of the Hindu ethos of acceptance. India has been an assimilating culture and its mighty
diversity is living proof of it. Categorizing it and labeling it kills every nuance of Indian
culture which made India that is Bharat what it is today - a bouquet of different iden-
tities, religions, languages, and creeds living as neighbours and working shoulder
to shoulder to build a country that has seen some worst periods in history but with
its resilience came over it. The contention that those whose ancestors happened to
be Hindus is debatable. There may be people who had the same ancestors but now
they have branched out as different groups and we should respect their divergences,
no matter what.

Jointness Mantra;: CDS

Chauhan, patience

ASHOK K MEHTA

There is an urgent need to have a Joint Procurement Agency without which

synchronized capability building of armed forces is next to impossible
I

Imost 3 months after

his appointment as

CDS, Gen Anil

Chauhan has main-

tained silence. He
travelled to Def-Expo in Gujrat
and along with three service
Chiefs to NDA Khadakvasla, the
cradle of jointness - symbolical-
ly a deft move. Initial briefings
and scrutiny of feedback from
Services on theatrisation are
over. Integrated capability devel-
opment requires a Joint
Procurement Agency which was
produced by Defence Planning
Staff in 1988. The absence of
institutional memory causes time
and cost overruns.

CDS has become synony-
mous with integration and the-
atrisation, the task given original-
ly to late Gen Rawat. Jointness
was to be achieved in 3 years but
no timeline was set for Integrated
Theatre Commands. Not surpris-
ingly, days after Gen Chauhan’s
appointment as CDS, Air Force
Chief, Air Chief Marshal VR
Chaudhari, in the run-up to IAF
Day on 8 October, admitted that
inter-service differences had not
been reconciled and a discussion
was warranted to find a solution
to take theatrisation forward.
He reiterated the traditional
objections of IAF: the paucity of
resources, just 30 fighter
squadrons today and best case of
35 to 36 squadrons by 2035; 24X7
AD cover required concentration
of resources and separating the
two (AD Command and Theatre
Command) will affect joint strat-
egy-

Gen Rawat, not averse to
shooting from the hip, had stirred
a hornet’s nest by suggesting
IAF was an extension of Artillery
and essentially a combat support
arm. ACM Chaudhari’s recent
comments included a ‘future
ready IAF to include space and
cyber-space, abridged decision-
making chain of command and
need for a joint strategy’ while
each service had its own doctrine.
As a precautionary, he added:”
IAF is not opposed to integrated
theatre commands (theatrisa-
tion)”. He also advocated the need
for an equivalent national secu-
rity strategy. NSS is a vital doc-
ument on integrating the whole
of government effort that every

T,

President in the US is mandat-
ed to produce once in his
term. Biden issued an interim
NSS in March 2022 and on 12
October, a final one. The
Biden strategy talks of ‘strate-
gic competition with China,
the US’s ‘most pressing chal-
lenge. “We will effectively
compete with PRC which is
the only competitor with both
the intent and increase the
capability to reshape the inter-
national order while con-
straining a dangerous Russia.

On India, it says ‘as it is,
the world’s largest democracy
and a Major Defence Partner,
the US, and India will work
together bilaterally and mul-
tilaterally to support our
shared vision of a free and
open Indo-Pacific”. For a long
time India used to define its
military challenge as: while
Pakistan is the immediate
threat, China remains the
long-term challenge. That was
dramatically reversed by
China’s incursions in Ladakh.
The 1986 Goldwater-Nichols
DoD Reorganisation Act in
the US brought about sweep-
ing changes, especially on
integration and jointness;
almost simultaneously in the
UK, the Heseltine reforms
introduced the CDS legisla-
tion. India is allergic to the
idea of a written document
outlining national security
objectives, their orientation,

and their pursuit. No White
Paper has seen the light of day
even though India had a CDS
for nearly three years. India is
defiantly proud of its strategic
autonomy and that it is among
the world’s leading economies
with the third largest military.

India feels that not articu-
lating NSS is a strategy, though
there is one. The Raksha
Mantri’s Operational directive
with 8 contingencies to three
Service Chiefs is considered

GEN RAWAT, NOT 506555517 o e v
AVERSE TO
SHOOTING FROM
THE HIP, HAD
STIRRED A prioritising structures, strate-

found with many loopholes.
The Breaking News is that NSS
is being scripted by NSA.
The current debate on
theatrisation has turned into

gies, and capability building.

HORNET’S NEST Movementon capabilities has
BY SUGGESTING
|IAF WAS AN
EXTENSION OF developed military-industrial
ARTILLERY AND
ESSENTIALLY A and an REP for 114 MRCA

been tardy due to insufficient
funding and somewhat retard-
ed by Atmanirbharta in
absence of quality R&D and a

complex. The IAF is stuck at 30
squadrons for two decades

stagnates for 5 years.

COMBAT Legislation mandating con-
SUPPORT ARM

ceptual and structural transfor-
mation through the CDS sys-
tem instead of amendments to
Service Acts must become the
path to integration. NSA Ajit
Doval who heads DPC is
working on NSS from an inte-
grated review of defence, for-
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GCORONA SCARE IN GHINA

Sir —Even as the frightening Coronavirus
appears to have hit China again, the coun-
try’s hardline Covid-19 lockdown mea-
sures are stoking public frustration, with
many growing weary of snap lockdowns,
lengthy quarantines, and mass testing
campaigns. The anti-lockdown protests
on a scale unseen for decades in China,
appear to be posing a major challenge for
President Xi Jinping, just over a month
into his third term in power. ("Protests
against Covid lockdowns intensify in
China", Nov. 28). Political protests oppos-
ing the ruling Communist Party and its
leadership are rare in China even as the
country witnesses sporadic agitations over
various other issues.

But this time around the protesters
are braving harshest measures the
Chinese government takes to crush such
protests. Indeed it shows how jittery the
people are of Chinese measures to curb
the pandemic. The Chinese people suf-
fered immensely during the pandemic,
not only from the deadly virus but also
at the hand of Chinese government dra-
conian rules which made life miserable
for an ordinary Chinese citizen. Nearly
three years since the pandemic originat-
ed in China, the world’s most populous
country is still battling hard to stop trans-
mission of the Coronavirus. Is China a
curse upon the world to embrace the
deadly virus?

Ranganathan Sivakumar | Chennai

YOGA GURU APOLOGIZES
Sir — Yoga Guru Ramdev has expressed
his regret and apologized for his reckless
comment in poor taste on women. But
the controversy shows no sign of abating
with public outrage growing. Questions
are also being asked why the National
Commission of Women and the union
minister for women and child welfare,
Smriti Irani, usually quick to condemn
transgressions when it suits them, have
been quiet on Baba Ramdev.

Ramdev was last week addressing a
large audience of mostly women at
Thane with the wife of deputy chief

E EDITOR

PT USHA RIGHT CHOIGE

twill be a proud moment for the Indian Olympic
IAssociation PT Ushais set to get I0A chief post
then she will be the first woman occupant of

minister Devendra Fadnavis sitting by his
side on the stage. While he began by
complimenting Amruta Fadnavis and
women in general for being graceful and
looking good in whatever attire they
chose to wear, he crossed the line and
added that women looked good even
without clothes. His audience, among
them the very young and the very old, did
not seem to be amused. There were soon
howls of protest and civil society in
Mabharashtra and elsewhere who felt the
comment was inappropriate, sexist, and
objectionable.

It is indeed unfortunate that a yoga
guru who is regarded as epitome of virtue
and held in high esteem by the people
should have made such a sexist remark.
It not only puts him in bad light but also
gives a bad name to all the guru’s and
swami’s for no fault of their’s as people
start doubting their credentials. Yoga guru
Ramdev has created an economic empire
by teaching yoga and popularising it. The
people’s trust has helped him make a eco-
nomic empire which is ahead of many
multi national companies. Now if he
makes such comments it would not
only make people question his credentials
but also harm his Patanjali products

the top job. Usha, a top sprinter in her heyday,
has also been elected as one of the eight
Sportspersons of Qutstanding Merit (SOM) by
the Athletes Commission of the I0A, making her
an Electoral College member. The legendary PT
Usha is set to become the first woman president
of the Indian Olympic Association (I0A) as she
emerged as the lone candidate for the top post
for the December 10 elections.

The 58-year-old Usha, a multiple Asian
Games gold medallist and a fourth-place finish-
erin the 1984 Olympics 400m hurdles final, filed
her nomination papers for the top job along with
her team for the various posts. Usha’s school
attracts young talents from across the country.
Her contribution to Indian sports is immense.

CK Subramaniam | Chennai

which are mostly bought by the people
who have lot of reverence for Ramdev
Baba. As they say with power comes
responsibility and so the yoga guru must
not shoot from the hip and be careful
with what he says.

Bhagwan Thadani | Mumbai

FOB SLAB FALLS IN CHANDRAPUR

Sir — The faulty design and poor main-
tenance of foot-over bridges in
Mabharashtra saw a number of them col-
lapsing and leading to fatalities and
injuring many people. A FOB collapsed
at Balharshah Junction railway station in
Chandrapur causing casualties.

The station is in Ballarpur town, 150
km from Nagpur. The incident took place
at around 5 pm causing many casualties.
The FOB connected to platforms 1 and
platform 2 at the station in Central
Railway's Nagpur division. As usual
compensation. A large number of passen-
gers were using FOB to catch a Pune-
bound train when a part of it caved in
causing extensive damage.

CK Ramanathan | Ghaziabad
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eign, and development -in
other words, the Strategic and
Technology Environment
meshed with fiscal allocation.
Gen Chauhan is deter-
mined to press on with Eastern
Land Command (China);
Western Land Command
(Pakistan); Air Defence
Command; and Maritime
Theatre Command. Northern
Command dealing with LAC
and LOC will be merged later
with ELC and WLC. Air Space
Command and Cyberspace
Command commissioned in
2017 are likely to be opera-
tional shortly though there are
teething problems with ASC.
One other entity will also be
operationalized shortly- the
Special Operations Division
consisting of Battalion Special
Forces, Garud, and Marcos
squadrons. This will later
upgrade to Special Operations
Command. Gen Chauhan
must invite ACM Chaudhari
for talks to smoothen wrinkles
in establishing ITCs with as lit-
tle difference as possible.
Political oversight is essential
to prevent irreconcilable differ-
ences. A periodic review will
be useful.
(The writer, a retired Lt Gen,
was Commander, IPKF
South, Sri Lanka, & founder
member of the Defence
Planning Staff, currently the
Integrated Defence Staff;
views expressed are personal)
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| am going to make
a prediction in
writing in front of
you all...Note down
the prediction that
the AAP is going to
form government in Gujarat. After
27 years of misgovernance, the
citizens of Gujarat will get relief
from these people (BJP).
Delhi CM
— Arvind Kejriwal

- We aren’t having
b any conversations

= = | about whether I will
*-/ — 1 run for reelection.
we’re celebrating!
| €

It is with any
film...things go
wrong, you feel
devastated obvi-
ously. But you have
to live with it and
you move on. It is a tricky busi-
ness and | think Ananya is aware
of this.

ssActor
— Chunky Pandey
The way he
(Suryakumar
Yadav) is playing
right now, there
was no need to
. have any conversa-
tion with him out in the middle as
he was batting so good. But yes,
It's great fun to bat alongside him.
Indian opener
— Shubman Gill

All people living in
India were by defi-
nition Hindus and
diversity had flour-
ished in the coun-
try because of the
cultural ethos of the land.
RSS Chief
— Mohan Bhagwat
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PLASTIC PART OF LIFE
BUT CAUTION NEEDED

Industries have to find viable
alternatives to plastic

SAKSHI SETHI

ended up in its excessive production, leaving piles of heaps, which

need to be mended now. Plastic’s reputation fell as anxiety about
waste increased in the 1970s and 1980s. Plastic waste besides con-
taminating land, water and soil with harmful chemicals is also respon-
sible for the death of thousands of animals on land, water and sea
due to ingestion. Just as ivory is demonised, so is plastic pollution
now harming wildlife.

The invention of plastic was initially praised for its ability to cre-
ate multiple benefits but with time terms like ‘cheap’ became syn-
onymous with ‘replaceable’ or ‘throwaway’, resulting in deterioration
of the reputation of plastic.

Plastic pollutes every corner of the earth, causing a direct and
deadly effect on wildlife. The larger the plastic items, say plastic bags
and straws, can choke and starve marine life, while the smaller frag-
ments can cause liver and gastrointestinal damage in animals which
can ultimately affect the human life.

Today, we need supermarkets and grocery stores to stop using
plastic bags, especially the ones that are to be disposed of as soon
as the packet gets opened. It has become a target for activists look-
ing to ban single use disposable plastics.

Plastic remains one of the best inventions. However, human greed

Paper on the other hand is easy to shape, while being lightweight,
but is neither strong, nor does it last for long. It consumes a large
amount of wood which is important for the environment. So, scien-
tists started looking for various alternatives, which could be lightweight,
strong, durable, inexpensive and something not entirely dependent upon
natural resources.

The word ‘plastic’ originally meant pliable and easily shaped. In
1862, Alexander Parkes—the man behind the world’s first ever man-
made plastic, PARKESINE—at the London International Exhibition devel-
oped it as a synthetic substitute for shellac for waterproofing. Soon
after the success, synthetic polymers, later known as ‘plastics’ were
discovered and developed. Plastic was originally created as a solu-
tion to maintain the availability of natural resources on earth. Plastic
is a versatile material which has afforded us with many benefits in regard
to helping us live a clean, healthy, and efficient lifestyle. It has proven
to be useful in many ways for being lighter, besides superior aesthet-
ic appeal and excellent thermal and electrical insulation properties.

It has a unique ability to combine with other materials like adhesives,
paper, aluminium foils, while also being used for food packaging, besides
also having a lesser production cost. Moreover, the need for plastic exists
in several fields such as health and medicare. Patients with severe neur-
al conditions, or toddlers learning to train their motor skills, or elders
with movement problems need a flexible, lightweight and a durable mate-
rial in their daily life, which can only be fulfilled with plastic.

Recycling plastic means reduced quantum of plastic waste. This
in turn reduces pollution and saves a lot of animal species crucial to
the food chain. If the problem was created by the industry, it should
also give the solution. Plastic industry offered recycling of plastic as
a solution. In 1980, the plastic industry started with a drive wherein
they encouraged the municipalities to collect and process recyclable
materials as part of their waste management system. Also, with tech-
nical advancements in waste management for recycling plastic, the
scenario started to improve gradually.

With intelligent design and thoughtful development, there is a
chance to address the greedy mentality of take and make which fuels
plastic pollution and implement a circular economy. Despite so much
growing mistrust, plastic remains to be a critical part of modern life.

(The author is a teacher at a reputed school in Delhi)
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Waste disposal needs

all hands on deck

But AAP knows no governance, so municipal bodies have cut garbage hills

without Delhi Govt’

n between 2011 and 2021, Delhi:
added over 32 lakh people to its :
population, besides adding about :
eight lakh households. This is a pro- :
jected figure for 2021, and official :
data is still awaited. Delhi has steadily :
been attracting migrant population, for
lack of opportunities in some of the states
such as Bihar for the youth. :
Indore in Madhya Pradesh, a few:
years ago, was faced with eyesores of land-
fill sites, rising like a mountain, as the city :
garbage gathered, while the population :
steadily grew on account of the thriving :
economy of the city and rise of the IT, :
pharmaceutical sectors following a benign !
policy regime of the state government.
Within a short span of time, the:
municipal waste in Indore tested the:
administrative strength of the:
corporation.
But all changed with the Madhya :
Pradesh government taking the task to :
eliminate the garbage mountain eyesore.
The municipal corporation was strong- :
ly backed by the state government with :
financial support to acquire men and :
machines for a turnaround. The state gov- :
ernment liberally supported the Indore :
municipal corporation. The result was :
elimination of dhalao, segregation of:
waste at homes, processing of waste:
took place in several areas, stringent fines :
were imposed against littering, which :
included charges of even Rs 1 crore on :
hotels, hospital and restaurants,:
disciplined the stakeholders, and the land- :
fill site mountain disappeared to give :
space for shopping centres and office
complexes. ;
It has been wondered in several:
quarters why Delhi cannot replicate the !
Indore model and eliminate the garbage :
eyesores at Ghazipur, Okhla and Bhalswa. :
The answer is that Delhi is not blessed :
with a Madhya Pradesh administration, :
as the city government in the national
capital works at cross purposes with the :
municipal corporations. The advertise-
ment budget of the Delhi government :
alone could have helped the municipal :
corporations to substantially speed up :
elimination of the landfill sites. But the :
Delhi government since 2013 after the !
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) came to power '
with Arvind Kejriwal as Chief Minister
has shown rank betrayal of the gover- :
nance norms. The Delhi government has :
worked to financially starve the munic-
ipal corporations. Still, the civic bodies :
have been steadfast in their commitment :
to improve the life of the people, and :
worked within the constrained capacities :
to cut down legacy garbage dumped at the :
landfill sites.
Data speaks for themselves that the :
municipal corporations have been battling :
against all odds to cut down Garbage
Mountains. Legacy waste at the three
landfills at Ghazipur, Bhalswa and Okhla :
stood at 229.1 lakh tonnes in May, 2022

WE WANTED THE SIXTH BOWLER TO

t’s help

THE NGT:
DIRECTED THE:!
DELHI:
GOVERNMENT TO
PAY RS 900
CRORE AS:
ENVIRONMENTAL:
COMPENSATION:
FOR IMPROPER:
MANAGEMENT OF

SOLID IVIUNICIPAL;

WASTE IN 2022.:
IN AUGUST 2022,
DELHI:
GOVERNMENT:.

CRORE OF
PAYMENTS TO'
MCDS

(The author is Director,
Public Policy Research
Centre)

i and has come down to 203 lakh
tonnes in September, 2022. It
implies that around 26.1 lakh
i tonnes have been disposed of in
: four months, at the rate of 6.52
i lakh tonnes per month. The total
i legacy waste at the three sites of
i Ghazipur, Bhalswa and Okhla
i stood at 280 lakh tonnes in mid-
:2019. The processing of waste
: brought this down to 229.1 lakh

tonnes in May 2022, which means
i that 50.9 lakh tonnes were dis-
i posed of in three years, at the rate
i of 1.41 lakh tonnes per month.
There are as many as 44 trom-
mel machines which are process-
: ing 9,000 to 10,000 tonnes of waste
:daily at Bhalswa. They have
i processed 25 lakh tonnes till July,
:2022. Besides, 26 trommel
machines are working at Okhla
‘landfill which processes 7,000
i tonnes of waste every day. They
‘ have processed 17 lakh tonnes of
i legacy waste till July, 2022. Also,
10 trommel machines are working
at Ghazipur landfill which process
4,000 tonnes of waste every day.

i Soon, 50 additional trommel

: machines are to be deployed for

the processing of waste at

: Ghazipur, Narela and Okhla land-
: fill sites.

It may also be known that

: ‘Waste to Energy Plant’ has a total

WlTHHELD RS 900 capacity of processing 5,250

i tonnes of waste, which generates
52 MW electricity. The Tehkhand
Waste to Energy Plant became
i operational recently, which brings
the total number of waste to ener-

¢ gy plants in the national capital to
i four. After the inauguration of the
: Tehkhand plant, the capacity for
i disposal of garbage per day in
i Delhi has increased by 2,000 met-
i ric tonnes and this plant will also
i generate up to 25 MW of Green

Energy.

Additionally, 12,300 MT Bio
CNG Plant, three Bio Gas Plants
of 200 MT per day capacity and
eight Metal Recovery Facilities of
175 MT per day capacity are
about to come up at Okhla land-
fill site. Construction of the 3,000
metric ton waste to energy plant
at Narela is to be completed by
August 2025.

The NGT directed the Delhi
government to pay Rs 900 crore as
environmental compensation for
improper management of solid
municipal waste in 2022. But, in
August 2022, the Delhi govern-
ment withheld Rs 900 crore of
payments to MCDs. This shows
that the Delhi government has
been apathetic to the needs of peo-
ple, while serving its own interests
by costly advertisements.

This shows that the municipal
corporations on its own have
been at the forefront in finding
sustainable solutions to the solid
waste generated in the national
capital. It is also to be underlined
that the strictness of the Indore
model could not be deployed in
the national capital due to the
multiplicity of authority and also
because of the Delhi government
working at cross purposes.

If all hands were on board, the
task of the municipal corporations
would have gained the necessary
speed and scale to eliminate
the garbage mountains at three of
the sites. But the Delhi govern-
ment in the last nine years has
worked with the single agenda to
shame the national capital by
making the civic bodies beg for
their rightful share of finances
which are sent by the Central gov-
ernment. This has caused delays
in acquiring men and machines to
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COME IN, SO SANJU

SAMSON MISSED OUT AND HOODA CAME IN. AND
CHAHAR WAS PICKED BECAUSE HE CAN SWING

THE

BALL REALLY WELL.
— INDIAN SKIPPER
SHIKHAR DHAWAN
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deal with the issue of solid waste

management.

Still, the municipal corpora-
tions worked through their rev-
enue models by creating tourism
spots to beef up their earnings.
The Wonder of the World Park is
one such example which has been
created from the waste and has
become one of the key tourist des-
tinations in the national capital.
Similar attractions have come in
all parts of the country. In contrast,
the Delhi government, which has
the tourism department, has not
created a single asset which can
attract the tourists to the nation-
al capital.

This calls for the people to
weigh the political leadership in
the national capital on the basis of
the tangible outcomes on
promises they make. Fifteen years
of the governance models of the
Bharatiya Janata Party in the
municipal corporations and nine
years of the AAP rule in
the national capital are study in
contrast.

It begs attention if even a frac-
tion of the advertisement budget,
which the AAP government
splurges in states where the
Kejriwal-led party contests elec-
tions, was spent in improving the
civic amenities the national capi-
tal would have sported a brighter
look. Why should the money of
the people of Delhi be spent to
promote AAP in Goa,
Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh
and Gujarat? Why should that
money not be spent in boosting
the capacities of the municipal
corporations to improve the qual-
ity of life of the people in the
national capital. Delhi wants
accountability, not laments of the
work shirkers.

EVEN IF YOU SEE SANJU SAMSON, | WOULD HAVE PLAYED
HOODA AHEAD OF SAMSON BECAUSE HE WAS PART OF
THE WORLD CUP SQUAD AND SUDDENLY HE IS NOWHERE.

SO IT’S DIFFICULT FOR HOODA AS WELL AS THAKUR.

— FORMER CRICKETER
ASHISH NEHRA

Biden, 'Trump contest looms over 2024 Prez poll

If neither contests, the chances of a fresh face becoming the next tenant of the White House is possible in 2024

back in the White House. A

port base and his

"white

this month, where Democrats  if

elected.

California

loyalty after January 6, 2021,

President Dick Cheney's

ill a potential Joe
WBiden versus onald
Trump residential

race happen in 2024 in the
United States? It is the question
after the two current and for-
mer presidents have thrown
themselves in the presidential
ring two years in advance.
Democrats and epubli-
cans are already preparing for
the 2024 presidential polls.
Polls show that though Biden
remains unpopular, he still
enjoys more support than
Trump. According to a recent
Emerson College survey, the
Democrats have held an edge
of four percentage points.
However, there are no cheers
from the voters for a re-run of
the Biden versus Trump
match. According to recent
polls, nearly 60 per cent of
Americans do not want Trump

KALYANI SHANKAR

(The author is a senior
journalist)

Biden-Trump contest would
also mean the chances of a
woman president fading away.

Trump announced his
candidature on November
15 in Florida. Facing several
court cases and investiga-
tions, the former President is
keen to take up the White
House challenge to protect
against legal challenges. He
showed his intention of a re-
run right from when Biden
defeated him in 2020. "To
make America great and glo-
rious again, I am announcing
tonight my candidacy for
president of the United
States,” Trump said at his
Florida headquarters. His
announcement has dashed
the hopes of GOP leaders to
find a fresh face.

With his sustained sup-

supremacy" concept, Trump
is confident of an easy path to
the White House. The latest
opinion polls indicate Trump
remains the front-runner for
the GOP nomination and
other aspirants being in the
single digits. The polls also
showed that Trump received
55 per cent of Republican reg-
istered voters' support. In
contrast, his potential
Republican rival De Santis got
just 25 per cent of the votes.
De Santis won a second four-
year term as governor this
month with a solid political
base and war chest behind
him.

President Biden celebrat-
ed his 80th birthday quietly
on November 20. He is buoy-
ant after the unexpected
Midterm poll results from

held onto the Senate. Not
deterred by his age, Biden
said, "I have not made that
formal decision, but it's my
intention — my intention to
run again”

There are other hopefuls
in both parties. Come 2023,
more aspirants might emerge,
more might withdraw, and
the competition will be tough.
Vice President Kamala
Harris, aspiring to succeed
Biden, is one of them. Biden
might repeat his running
mate, but Kamala has not
revealed her plans.

Biden's Secretary of
Transportation, Pete uttigieg,
is yet another probable. He
has overseen the passage of
significant infrastructure
investments. He would be
the first openly gay President

Governor Gavin Newsom
has a massive campaign war
chest and the backing of
major Democratic donors.
After emerging second
to Hillary Clinton in the
2016 Democratic primary
and second again to Joe Biden
in 2020, Bernie Sanders has
yet to rule out running again
in 2024 if the field opens up.
Sen. Elizabeth Warren of
Massachusetts has become a
leading political voice on
economic and human rights
issues. She did well in her
2020 presidential campaign.
Some speculate that if Biden
were to withdraw from the
race, she might reconsider.
Trump's Vice president,
Mike Pence, could be a poten-
tial challenger to his one-time
boss Trump. He changed his

Capitol riots. Trump has clar-
ified that Pence will not join
him on the ticket again if he
runs a third time.

The other probable face is
Nikki Haley—US ambas-
sador to the United Nations
under President Trump.
Though she called Trump
her friend, following the
January 6 Capitol riots, she
delivered mixed messages on
her support for Trump.

Republican Texas
Governor Greg Abbott, 64,
who won a third term this
month, is another aspirant. He
has pursued increasingly con-
servative policies, opposing
COVID-19 vaccines and mask
mandates during his second
term. Representing Wyoming
in the House of epresentatives
since 2017, former Vice

daughter Liz Cheney is also a
potential aspirant.

Though it is customary in
America that a potential pres-
idential race begins two years
in advance, the final picture
emerges only after the pri-
maries and the party conven-
tions. With the election
expenses increasing, candi-
dates must sustain the
momentum and build a mas-
sive war chest.

Biden can set the agenda
on significant issues like gun
control, the economy, abor-
tion, immigration, and cli-
mate change, if he wins. A
Trump win would only mean
going back to Trumpism. If
neither contests, the chances of
a fresh face becoming the
next tenant of the White
House is possible in 2024.
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Torture charges mount post-Kherson occupation

AP B KHERSON (UKRAINE)

hen a dozen Russian soldiers

stormed into Dmytro Bilyi's
home in August, the 24-year-old
police officer said they gave him a
chilling choice: Hand in his pistol or
his mother and brother would dis-
appear. Bilyi turned his gun over to
the soldiers, who carried machine
guns and had their faces concealed.
But it didn't matter. They dragged
him from his house in Ukraine's
southern village of Chornobaivka to
a prison in the nearby regional cap-
ital of Kherson, where he said he was
locked in a cell and tortured for days,
his genitals and ears shocked with
electricity.

“It was like hell all over my body,”
Bilyi recalled. “It burns so bad it's like
the blood is boiling ... I just wanted
it to stop,” he said.

More than two weeks after
Russians retreated from the city,
accounts such as his are helping to
uncover sites where torture alleged-
ly took place in Kherson, which
Kremlin forces occupied for eight

months.

Five such rooms have been found

being pulled out for questioning
and electric shocks.

in the city, along with at least four
more in the wider Kherson region,
where people allege that they were
confined, beaten, shocked, interro-
gated and threatened with death,
police said. Human rights experts
warn that the accusations made so far
are likely only the beginning.

“For months we've received
information about torture and other
kind of persecution of civilians,"
said Oleksandra Matviichuk, head of
the Center for Civil Liberties, a local
rights group. “I am afraid that horri-
ble findings in Kherson still lie
ahead."

The Associated Press spoke with
five people who allege that they
were tortured or arbitrarily detained
by Russians in Kherson or knew of
others who disappeared and endured
abuse. Sometimes, they said, the
Russians rounded up whoever they
saw — priests, soldiers, teachers or
doctors — with no specific reason. In
other cases, Russians were allegedly
tipped off by sympathizers who pro-

vided names of people believed to be
helping the Ukrainian military.
Once detained, the people said
they were locked in crowded cells, fed
meagre portions of watery soup and
bread and made to learn the Russian
anthem while listening to screams
from prisoners being tortured across
the hall. Detainees were allegedly
forced to give information about rel-

atives or acquaintances with ties to the
Ukrainian army, including names and
locations disclosed in handwritten
notes.

As a police officer with a father
in the military, Bilyi remained under
the radar for several months of
Russia's occupation, until he said
someone likely tipped them off. He
spent four days in a cell with others,

Investigators accused him of
having a Kalashnikov rifle — not just
a pistol — and pressured him to share
his father's whereabouts. Then they
shocked him for half an hour a day
for two days before releasing him, he
said.

Ukrainian national police allege
that more than 460 war crimes have
been committed by Russian soldiers
in recently occupied areas of Kherson.
The torture in the city occurred in
two police stations, one police-run
detention centre, a prison and a pri-
vate medical facility, where rubber
batons, baseball bats and a machine
used for applying electrical shocks
were found, said Andrii Kovanyi a
press officer for the police in Kherson.

When Igor was detained in
September from the call centre where
he worked, he was brought into a
room, ordered to remove his shirt and
to place his palms on the metal door
to increase the flow of electricity and
the pain of being shocked with a stun
gun, he said.

The Russian soldier said, "Are
you ready? Now youTre going to
scream like a bitch ... You will not get
out of here, and we will kill you,” said
Igor, who spoke on the condition that
only his first name be used to protect
his identity.

The 22-year-old, accused of pro-
viding Ukrainians with Russian mil-
itary positions, said he was shocked
by the gun along his back for 2 1/2
hours and then forced to stay awake
in a chair all night.

Pictures on his phone, seen by the
AP, show clusters of red circular
marks lining the length of his back.
He was freed after two days but not
before writing a letter providing
details about a relative of his uncle's
who the Russians wanted information
on. Documenting the crimes in
Kherson will be challenging because
no other city this large has been occu-
pied by Russia for so long, said Brian
Castner senior crisis adviser at
Amnesty International.

“Evidence must be collected and
preserved to maintain that chain of
custody, so that when there is inter-
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national justice, the evidence is lock-
tight and perpetrators can be held to
account, he said.

Police in Kherson are investigat-
ing and collecting testimony. But
more and more people are arriving
daily, and the justice system is over-
whelmed, local rights experts said.

In March, Dmytro Plotnikov's
friend was seized by Russians when
he went to Kherson's central square
to run errands shortly after the occu-
pation began. Plotnikov knows of
three other people who were captured
and released by Russians, one of
whom still had visible bruises on his
body more than a month after being
freed, he said.

But since the Russians left
Kherson, what concerns him most are
the Ukrainians who collaborated
with them and remained.

In May, Plotnikov's neighbour
posted a photo of his sister and her
address on a Russian chat group, he
said. His sister is outspokenly pro-
Ukrainian, and the neighbour
accused her of spreading hate about
Russian people, he said.

Biden, Macron ready to talk

Ukraines ‘Invincibility’ centres offer refuge,

resilience

Ukraine, trade

AP B WASHINGTON

rench President Emmanuel

Macron is headed to Wash-
ington for the first state visit of
Joe Biden's presidency — a
revival of diplomatic pageantry
that had been put on hold
because of the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

The Biden-Macron rela-
tionship had a choppy start.
Macron briefly recalled France's
ambassador to the United States
last year after the White House
announced a deal to sell nuclear
submarines to Australia, under-
mining a contract for France to
sell diesel-powered submarines.

But the relationship has
turned around with Macron
emerging as one of Biden's most
forward-facing European allies
in the Western response to
Russia's invasion of Ukraine.
This week's visit - it will include
Oval Office talks, a glitzy dinner,
a news conference and more -
comes at a critical moment for
both leaders.

The leaders have a long
agenda for their Thursday meet-
ing at the White House, includ-
ing Iran's nuclear program,
China's increasing assertiveness
in the Indo-Pacific and growing
concerns about security and
stability in Africa's Sahel region,
according to U.S. And French
officials. But front and center
during their Oval Office meet-
ing will be Russia's war in
Ukraine, as both Biden and
Macron work to maintain eco-
nomic and military support for
Kyiv as it tries to repel Russian
forces.

In Washington, Republicans
are set to take control of the
House, where GOP leader Kevin
McCarthy says Republicans will
not write a “blank check” for
Ukraine. Across the Atlantic,

Macron's efforts to keep Europe
united will be tested by the
mounting costs of supporting
Ukraine in the nine-month war
and as Europe battles rising
energy prices that threaten to
derail the post-pandemic eco-
Nomic recovery.

White House National
Security Council spokesman
John Kirby on Monday
described Macron as the
“dynamic leader” of America's
oldest ally while explaining
Biden's decision to honor the
French president with the first
state visit of his presidency.

The U.S. Tradition of hon-
oring foreign heads of state
dates back to Ulysses S. Grant,
who hosted King David
Kalakaua of the Kingdom of
Hawaii for a more than 20-
course White House dinner,
but the tradition has been on
hold since 2019 because of
COVID-19 concerns.

“If you look at what's going
on in Ukraine, look at what's
going on in the Indo Pacific and
the tensions with China, France
is really at the center of all those
things,” Kirby said. “And so the
president felt that this was exact-

ly the right and the most appro-
priate country to start with for
state visits.

Macron  was  also
Republican Donald Trump's
pick as the first foreign leader to
be honored with a state visit dur-
ing his term. The 2018 state visit
included a jaunt by the two lead-
ers to Mount Vernon, the
Virginia estate of George
Washington, America's found-
ing president.

Macron was scheduled to
arrive in Washington on
Tuesday evening ahead of a
packed day of meetings and
appearances in and around
Washington on Wednesday -
including a visit to NASA head-
quarters with Vice President
Kamala Harris and talks with
Biden administration officials on
nuclear energy.

On Thursday, Macron will
have his private meeting with
Biden followed by a joint news
conference and visits to the
State Department and Capitol
Hill before Macron and his
wife, Brigitte Macron, are feted
at the state dinner. Grammy
winner Jon Batiste is to provide
the entertainment.

NORTHERN RAILWAY

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
Name of work and its location : 30-Elect-57-T-2022-23-E3
Electrical work in connection with strengthening of wiring cabling, earthing with
other associated work in dispensaries/hospitals over Delhi division.

Approx cost of the works : Rs. 56.26 lacs

Address of the office : Sr. Divil Elect. Engineer/General, New Delhi.

Bid Security : Rs. 1,12,500.00

Date & time of submission of tender : 26.12.2022, 12.00 Hrs.

Opening of tender : 26.12.2022, 12.00 Hrs.

Wabsite & notice board : www.ireps.gov.in & Sr. Divl. Elect. Engineer/General, New Delhi.

RO No.: 869

3179/2022

Serving Customers with a Smile

UJVIN LTD.
H.O.: "UJJWAL', Maharani Bagh, GMS Road,Dehradun-248006
Telephones: 0135-2763808, Fax: 0135-2763508
CIN No.U40101UR2001SGC025866, Website:www.ujvnl.com

e-Tender Time Extension Notice

Date: 29-11-2022

hereby extended as s given below :

Charger at Chila Power House.

Due to some unavoidable reasons the submission and opening of Part-1 dates
of e-tender of the office of Executive Engineer (Gen.), Chilla Power House are

Tender No.13/EE(G)/Chila/2022-23, Supply, Installation, Testing and
Commissioning works of 220volt, 400AH Plante Battery Set and Battery

Last date for submission of bids on website : 06.12.2022 up to 16:00 Hrs
Date for opening of bids on website : 08.12.2022 at 12:00 PM

For fuller & further details, kindly visit
http:/fuktenders.gov.in”  Executive Engineer (Gen.), Chilla Power House

e-procurement portal

“AVOID WASTEFUL USE OF ELECTRICITY”

. MAHARISHI MARKANDESHWAR
: (DEEMED TO BE UNIVERSITY)

. Mullana-Ambala, Haryana
?,.......: (Established under Section 3 of the UGC Act, 1956)

i

ADMISSION NOTICE-MDS
(2022-23)

Applications are invited for admission to Stray Vacancy Round for MDS
course for the session 2022-23 in MM College of Dental Sciences &
Research, a constituent Institute of Maharishi Markandeshwar
(Deemed to be University), Mullana-Ambala out of the list of
candidates as per DGHS, Govt. of India. Only the applicants who have
filled the choice for the College are eligible to apply. Application Form
can be downloaded from University website (wwwmmumullana.org).

Last date of receiving duly filled up application with processing fees of
Rs.2000/- in form of DD in name of Maharishi Markandeshwar
(Deemed to be University), Mullana is 30-11-2022 upto 4 PM.
positively in University office. Physical counselling shall be held on
01.12.2022 at 9:00 A.M. onwards intheUniversityCampﬁ&EG

{Accredited by NAAC with Grade 'A++')

STRAR

Ph.: 01731-274475-78 | Fax: 274375

Website: woew.mmumullana.org | Email: info@mmumullana.org

NATO commits
to future Ukraine
membership

Bucharest: NATO Secretary-
General Jens Stoltenberg reaf-
firmed the military alliance's
commitment to Ukraine on
Tuesday, saying that the war-
torn nation will one day
become a member of the
world's largest security orga-
nization.

AP

AP Bl BUCHA (UKRAINE)

etired Ukrainian construc-

tion worker Borys Markov-
nikov is on the move again: this
time, just a few steps from his
home in the town of Bucha,
northwest of Kyiv, to seek shel-
ter and warmth at a “Point of
Invincibility” — a government-
built help station that serves
food, drinks, warmth and ulti-
mately, resilience, in the face of
Russia's military onslaught.

In recent weeks, Ukraine
has rolled out hundreds of such
help stations, christened with a
name of defiance as places
where residents facing outages of
power, heating and water can
warm up, charge their phones,
enjoy snacks and hot drinks, and
even be entertained.

Markovnikov, 78, has had to
move a few times. He recalled
how he was driven from his
home in the eastern Donbas
region after Russian-backed sep-
aratists seized territory there in
2014. Earlier this year, he fled his
adopted town of Bucha — now
infamous for massacres during
a brief occupation by Russian

araa
9%
forces — on foot, across the front
line, to Kyiv. Later he was able
to return home, but home is not
always an easy place to live.
“My neighbours told me
there was a tent with electricity
and a TV, and I came to have a
look,” said Markovnikov, ogling
Monday's soccer World Cup
match between Ghana and
South Korea, adding he had no
power at home. “We still believe.
Without belief, you can't sur-
vive”
Ukraine's State Emergencies
Service said Friday nearly 1,000
such centres have been erected

across the country since the pro-
gramme was first launched on
November 18. Its website fea-
tures a handy online map to
show beleaguered citizens where
they are located.

As of Friday, over 67,000
people had gotten help in them
— and more could pour in if, as
many experts and President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy have
warned, more Russian strikes lie
ahead.

Such centres — often con-
sisting of small, insulated tents
no larger than a classroom —
were rolled out just in time as a

string of massive airstrikes by
Russian forces deprived many
Ukrainians of basics of life at
home.

The centres are in essence a
stopgap while utility crews
scramble to fix cut power lines
and put water mains back into
operation, so basic services can
be restored to homes and busi-
nesses.

Power company DTEK said
controlled outages continued
Monday in Kyiv as a necessary
step to balance the hobbled
power system and avoid other
breakdowns, while ensuring
electricity to hospitals and heat-
pumping stations.

Only 42 per cent of power
was available to household cus-
tomers in the city, and “we do
our best to provide light to
each customer for 2 to 3 hours
twice a day;” the company said.

Outside the “Point of
Invincibility” on an esplanade in
front of a sports centre in Bucha,
teens had a snowball fight and
a guitarist strummed his instru-
ment outside an inflatable tent.

Inside, kids crouched over
games of Roblox on mobile

phones as young adults tapped
away at laptops and elderly
women sat quietly to while
away the time. A young girl
clutched her dog as staffers
poured cups of hot tea and
sweetened it with honey.

The “Points of Invincibility”
offer a public-service — and free
— alternative to the many cof-
fee shops and restaurants that
have become hubs for internet
access and warmth of
Ukrainians seeking refuge from
the cold and dark in their own
homes.

“When the electricity went
out, I had to look for a place with
a connection," said Bucha resi-
dent Mykola Pestikov, 26,
crouched over his computer.
"These can be cafes that take
energy from other places, or I
look for a point’ — like now”

Yuri Mikhailovskiy, a fire-
fighter who helps run the site,
showed a ledger that indicated
more than 1,000 people had
come through the centre since
it was first put up 10 days ago
in Bucha, where electricity is
spotty or nonexistent in most
homes.

Russia protests Pope
comments as Vatican
seeks to mediate

Uneasy calm grips Ukraine
as West prepares winter aid

AP HKYIV
AP B ROME T
-
ussia has lodged a :
Rformal protest with -

the Vatican over Pope
Francis' latest condem-
nation of atrocities in
Ukraine, in which the
pontiff blamed most of
the cruelty on Chechens
and other minorities in
an apparent effort to
spare ethnic Russian

troops from criticism.

The Kremlin's ambassador to the Holy See,
Alexander Avdeeyv, told the RIA Novosti agency
that he met Monday with a Vatican official to
express his “indignation” about Francis' comments,
which were contained in an interview with the
Jesuit magazine America that was published
Monday.

In his comments, Francis defended his usual
reluctance to call out President Vladimir Putin by
name, saying it was clear Ukraine is the “martyred”
victim in the war. But he also said that, while it
was the Russian state that invaded Ukraine,
“Generally, the cruelest are perhaps those who are
of Russia but are not of the Russian tradition, such
as the Chechens, the Buryats and so on”.

The pope's apparent distinction between the
mostly Muslim Chechens and Buddhist Buryats
on the one hand, and ethnic Russian fighters on
the other, irked Moscow.

An uneasy calm hung over Kyiv on
Tuesday as residents of the
Ukrainian capital did what they could
to prepare for anticipated Russian mis-
sile attacks aiming to take out more
energy infrastructure as winter sets in.

To ease that pain, NATO allies
were making plans to boost provisions
of anything from blankets to genera-
tors to ensure the 43 million
Ukrainians can maintain their resolve
in the 10th month of fighting against
Russia's invasion.

Ukraine's first lady implored the
West to show the same kind of stead-
fastness that Ukrainians had shown
against Russian President Vladimir
Putin's military campaign.

“Ukrainians are very tired of this
war, but we have no choice in the mat-
ter," said Olena Zelenska, the wife of
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, in a
BBC interview during a visit to
Britain.

“We do hope that the approach-
ing season of Christmas doesn't make
you forget about our tragedy and get
used to our suffering;” she said.

A two-day meeting of NATO for-
eign ministers in Bucharest, Romania,
was likely to see the 30-nation alliance
make fresh pledges of nonlethal sup-

port to Ukraine: fuel, generators,
medical supplies and winter equip-
ment, on top of new military support.

US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken was to announce substantial
US aid for Ukraine's energy grid, US
officials said Ukraine's grid has been
battered countrywide since early
October by targeted Russian strikes,
in what Western officials call a Russian
campaign to weaponise the coming
winter cold.

Ukrainians are putting up
defences — both for troops and for
civilians. The government has rolled
out hundreds of help stations, chris-
tened Points of Invincibility, where res-
idents facing outages of power, heat-

ing and water can warm up, charge
their phones, enjoy snacks and hot
drinks, and even be entertained.

“Thad no electricity for two days.
Now there's only some electricity, and
no gas,” said Vanda Bronyslavavina,
who took a breather inside one such
help center in Kyiv's Obolon neigh-
bourhood.

The 71-year-old lamented the
uncertainty about whether Russia
will simply resume its strikes after
infrastructure gets fixed, in a frus-
trating cycle of destruction and repair.

It underscored how the war con-
tinues to cast a pall over every aspect
of life, even if civilian casualties are rel-
atively low at the moment.
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OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,TLMD-VI(6),BEMINA, SRINAGAR
TeleNo:0194-2492429Fax:0194-2492429.

Email:_ticdistpdd @ gmail.com

e-NIT N

evaluation.

-

Name of the work: Augmentation of Grid Station Kulgam by way of Replacement of
132/33kV, 50MVA Transformer by 132 / 33 kV, 80 MVA Transformer.

Corrigendum title: Extension of bid submission dates for NIT due to poor response.
Bids not accompanied with CDR/DD shall not be entertained for techno-commercial

QITICAL DATES AFTER CORRIGENDUM: -
e-Bid submission (end) date & time (Submission
supporting documents in PDF formats).

EXTENSION-I
0: TLMD-VI/11 of 2022-23
Dated: 10/11/2022

10-12-2022( 3pm)

time.

2. | OnlineTechno-Commerciale-Bid opening date and

12-12-2022 (3pm)

3. | Venue of opening of Techno-Commercial-Bids.

Office of the Executive
Engineer, TLMD-VI, Bemina,

Srinagar
4. | Cost of Bid document (to be submitted in the form
of DD /Online Payment Pledged to Executive Rs.8500/-

Engineer, TLMD-VI, JKPTCL Bemina Srinagar.

5. | Cost of EMD( in the form of CDR/DD)

Rs. 1305000/= pledged to
Superintending Engineer
O&M-II (Transmission),
Bemina Srinagar.

All other terms and conditions

No: TLMD-VI1/2915-17
Dated:-26.11.2022

DIPK-NB-5270/22

other documents uploaded on site.

shall remain same as per attached SBD, BOQ and

-Sd/-
Executive Engineer
TLMD-VI,Bemina Sgr.

Trial starts in Norway for Putin

ally’s son who f

AP B COPENHAGEN

he son of a Russian businessman

close to President Vladimir Putin
denied any wrongdoing Tuesday at the
start of his trial in northern Norway,
where he is accused of violating a law
that bars Russians from flying drones.

Andrey Yakunin who holds both
a Russian and a British passport, was
arrested in Hammerfest, in Arctic
Norway, on October 17, after he had
sailed around the Arctic archipelago of
Svalbard and along the coast of
Norway. The archipelago sits more
than 800 kilometres (500 miles) north
of the Norwegian mainland.

Police seized “drones and elec-
tronic devices” when raiding his sail-
ing boat. The 47-year-old Yakunin had
been filming with the drone while
mountaineering, glacier walking and
sailing, according to his lawyer John

+ AR

Christian Elden, who has said that
Yakunin should be considered a British
citizen, rather than Russian.

Norwegian news agency NTB
said that Yakunin is charged with fly-
ing drones several times on Svalbard,
where he was between August 3 and
September 6. Yakunin is the son of
Russian businessman Vladimir
Yakunin, a longtime acquaintance of
Putin, who was placed on the US State
Department's sanctions list of Russian
officials and businessmen following
Russia's annexation of Crimea in
2014.

Yakunin remains in custody. His
trial is expected to run until Friday.

ew drone

Numerous drone sightings have
been reported near offshore oil and gas
platforms belonging to NATO mem-
ber Norway, a major oil and gas pro-
ducer. Several Russian citizens have
been detained for flying drones or tak-
ing photographs of sensitive sites in
Norway. Also Tuesday, a 50-year-old
Russian man who was stopped at
Norway's border with Russia in the
Arctic north carrying two drones and
cameras and other media equipment
was sentenced to 120 days in prison,
Norwegian media reported.

No evidence was found by the
Oslo District Court that the man was
engaged in espionage, Norwegian
broadcaster TV?2 said.

But by flying his drone a total of
47 times from late August until early
October he was found guilty by the
court of violating drone regulations
relating to Russian citizens.
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US rejects China objections
to South China Sea mission

AP W BEIJING

The US Navy on Tuesday dis-
missed Beijing's protests over a
"freedom of navigation opera-
tion” conducted near a
Chinese-held island in the
South China Sea, in the latest
incident drawing new attention
to one of the world's potential
military flashpoints.

In an unusual move, the
Navy's 7th Fleet issued a rebut-
tal to China's objections to
Tuesday's mission, calling it
“the latest in a long string of
(Chinese) actions to misrepre-
sent lawful U.S. Maritime oper-
ations and assert its excessive
and illegitimate maritime
claims” in the South China Sea.
China claims the area virtual-
ly in its entirety.

The Navy said that China's
sweeping maritime claims pose
a serious threat to the freedom
of navigation and overflight,
free trade and unimpeded
commerce, and freedom of
economic opportunity for
South China Sea littoral
nations. “As long as some coun-
tries continue to claim and
assert limits on rights that
exceed their authority under
international law, the United
States will continue to defend
the rights and freedoms of the
sea guaranteed to all,” it said.

The Navy said its guided

missile cruiser UssS
Chancelorsville on Tuesday
“asserted navigational rights
and freedoms in the South
China Sea near the Spratly
Islands, consistent with inter-
national law”

China called the action
illegal and said it mobilized
naval and air asserts to issue
warnings and drive off the
ship.

“The U.S. Military's actions
have seriously violated China's
sovereignty and security, which
is further ironclad evidence of
its pursuit of navigational hege-
mony and militarisation of the
South China Sea," spokesper-
son for the Southern Theater
Command, Air Force Col. Tian
Junli, was quoted as saying.

“China has indisputable
sovereignty over the South
China Sea islands and their

adjacent waters," Tian said.

The long-seething South
China Sea territorial conflicts
involving China, the Philip-
pines, Vietnam, Malaysia, Tai-
wan and Brunei have long
been regarded as a delicate fault
line in the U.S.-China rivalry in
the region.

While the US. Lays no
claims to the strategic water-
way, where an estimated USD
5 trillion in global trade tran-
sits each year, it has said that
freedom of navigation and
overflight is in America's
national interest. The sea is also
home to rich fishing stocks and
a potential wealth of energy
and mineral resources.

In March, U.S. Indo-Pacific
commander Adm. John C.
Aquilino told The Associated
Press that China has fully mil-
itarised at least three of sever-

al islands it built in the disput-
ed waters with anti-ship and
anti-aircraft missile systems,
laser and jamming equipment.
He described it as an increas-
ingly aggressive move that
threatens all nations operating
nearby.

Then in July, U.S. Secretary
of State Antony Blinken called
on China to comply with a
2016 arbitration ruling that
invalidated Beijing's vast claims
on historical grounds in the
South China Sea.

On a visit to the area ear-
lier this month, U.S. Vice
President Kamala Harris reaf-
firmed Washington's commit-
ment to defend the Philippines
under the 1951 Mutual Defense
Treaty. She also announced an
additional aid of USD 7.5 mil-
lion to Philippine maritime
law enforcement agencies.
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Nepal elections: Half dozen PM
aspirants emerge in Nepali Cong

PTI B KATHMANDU

bout half a dozen leaders of

the Nepali Congress, which
has emerged as the single largest
party in Nepal's parliamentary
polls, have expressed their desire
to become the country’s next
prime minister, amidst growing
pressure on the party to trans-
fer the leadership to the younger
generation.

Even as the leaders of the
ruling five-party alliance inten-
sified efforts to form a new gov-
ernment, it will take a few more
days before the final results of
the House of Representatives
and seven provincial assembly
elections held on November 20
are announced.

Half a dozen leaders with-
in the Nepali Congress (NC),
which has so far won 53 seats
under the direct voting system,
have expressed their aspirations
to become the next prime min-
ister, My Republica newspaper
reported.

So far results of 158 seats
have been declared. The ruling
alliance led by the NC is mov-
ing towards a clear majority,
allowing them to form a new
government. The counting of
votes is almost complete, with
the results of six seats yet to be
announced.

A party needs at least 138
seats to form a majority gov-
ernment in the 275-member
House of Representatives.

The five-party ruling

alliance, which includes the NC,
CPN-Maoist Centre, CPN-
Unified Socialist, Loktantrik
Samajwadi Party and Rashtriya
Janamorcha has a combined
strength of 85 seats in the HoR
under direct election, followed
by the Opposition CPN-UML
alliance with 57 seats.

Prime Minister Sher Baha-
dur Deuba, who is also the NC's
president, discussed the issue of
the government formation with
Maoist Center Chairman Pus-
hpa Kamal Dahal “Prachanda”
and Unified Socialist Chairman
Madhav Kumar Nepal.

Following discussions with
Prachanda and Nepal, Deuba
agreed to continue the current
alliance and move forward for
the economic development and
prosperity of the country by
including other parties in the
process.

Sources claim that the top
leaders of the three parties
concluded that the electoral

coordination was partially suc-
cessful in the recently held
elections. They also claimed
that the leaders are unanimous
that after the results of the elec-
tion, they will discuss the for-
mation of the government at
the centre and provincial level
as well as other issues and
move forward by forging an
agreement.

With the continuation of the
current coalition, it is estimated
that there is a strong possibility
that 76-year-old Deuba can
become the Prime Minister
again and that he will be elect-
ed as the leader of the NC par-
liamentary party.

However, NC's Ram
Chandra Paudel (78), Prakash
Man Singh (66), Shashank
Koirala (64), and 46-year-old
General Secretary Gagan Kumar
Thapa are likely to challenge
Deuba's bid to become the
Prime Minister for the sixth
time.

Census:
Christians
minority in
England

AP M LONDON

Fewer than half the people in
England and Wales consid-
er themselves Christian, accord-
ing to the most recent census —
the first time the country's offi-
cial religion has been followed
by a minority of the population.

Britain has become less reli-
gious — and less white — in the
decade since the last census, fig-
ures from the 2021 census
released Tuesday by the Office
for National Statistics revealed.

Some 46.2% of the popula-
tion of England and Wales
described themselves as
Christian on the day of the 2021
census, down from 59.3% a
decade earlier. The Muslim pop-
ulation grew from 4.9% to 6.5%
of the population, while 1.7%
identified as Hindu, up from
1.5%.

More than 1 in 3 people —
37% — said they had no religion,
up from 25% in 2011.

The other parts of the UK,
Scotland and Northern Ireland,
report their census results sep-
arately.

GOP

AP B WASHINGTON

House Republicans are
promising aggressive over-
sight of the Biden administration
once they assume the majority
next year, with a particular focus
on the business dealings of pres-
idential son Hunter Biden, ille-
gal immigration at the US-
Mexico border and the origina-
tions of COVID-19.

Republicans won't have
enough votes to advance key leg-
islative priorities if there is no
Democratic buy-in, but their
oversight of government agen-
cies could put Democrats on the
defensive and dampen support
for the Biden administration
going into the 2024 presidential
elections.

Some of the lawmakers
expected to lead those investi-
gations once House Republicans
select their new committee
chairs:

JUDICIARY'S BIG ROLE

Rep. Jim Jordan, R-Ohio, is
expected to serve as the next
chairman of the House Judiciary
Committee. Jordan helped form
and then lead the ultra-conser-
vative House Freedom Caucus
and voted on Jan. 6, 2021, to
object to counting Pennsyl-
vania's electoral vote.

President Donald Trump

prepares blitz of probes

thought so highly of Jordan
that he presented the congress-
man with the nation's highest
civilian honor, the Presidential
Medal of Freedom.

The Judiciary Committee
handles oversight of the Depart-
ments of Justice and Homeland
Security and issues such as
crime, immigration and protec-
tion of civil liberties.

It's typically one of the most
partisan committees on Capitol
Hill, yet Jordan's combative style
stands out even there. The com-
mittee would be the place where
any effort would begin to
impeach a member of the Biden
administration, as some Repu-
blicans have been proposing for
Homeland Security Secretary
Alejandro Mayorkas.

Jordan's inquiries to the
administration in recent months
make clear the committee will
investigate the FBI's execution of
a search warrant at Trump's
Mar-a-Lago residence. He has
also advocated for a wide-rang-
ing look at the Biden adminis-
tration's immigration policies
and the origins of COVID-19.

“All those things need to be
investigated just so you have the
truth," Jordan told conservative
activists last summer at a con-
ference. “Plus that will frame up
the 2024 race when I hope and

I think President Trump is going
to run again and we need to
make sure that he wins."
OVERSIGHT'S LONG LIST

Rep. James Comer, R-Ky., is
expected to serve as the next
chairman of the House
Oversight and Reform Commit-
tee and has made clear that
investigating President Joe
Biden's son Hunter will be one
of his top priorities. The
Republicans say their investiga-
tion of Hunter Biden's business
dealings is to “determine
whether these activities com-
promise U.S. National security
and President Biden's ability to
lead with impartiality."

Comer has also been laying
the groundwork for investigat-
ing the situation on the U.S-

Mexico border. He sent a letter
to Mayorkas seeking an array of
documents and communica-
tions pertaining to the admin-
istration's border policy. “We
cannot endure another year of
the Biden Administration’s failed
border policies,” the letter said.

But that's just a slice the
committee's focus.

“We're going to investigate
between 40 and 50 different
things," Comer said Sunday on
NBC's “Meet The Press." “We
have the capacity. We'll have 25
members on the committee,
and we're going to have a staff
close to 70. So we have the abil-
ity to investigate a lot of things."

The federal government's
spending in response to
COVID-19 will also be scruti-

nised.

“We believe that there have
been hundreds of billions, if not
trillions of dollars wasted over
the past three years, so that spans
two administrations, in the
name of COVID.

“We want to have hearings
on that. We want to try to
determine what happened with
the fraudulent unemployment
insurance funds, the fraudulent
PPP loan funds, some of this
money that's being spent for state
and local governments in the
COVID stimulus money,"
Comer said.

AFGHANISTAN IN FOCUS

Rep. Michael McCaul, R-
Texas, is expected to serve as the
next chairman of the House
Foreign Affairs Committee,

which will be investigating the
U.S. Withdrawal from Afghanis-
tan. McCaul reiterated a request
in mid-October for various doc-
uments and directed the State
Department to preserve all
records related to the chaotic
withdrawal, which included the
loss of 13 U.S. Service members
killed during a suicide bombing
attack.

“The way it was done was
such a disaster and such a dis-
grace to our veterans that served
in Afghanistan. They deserve
answers to the many questions
we have," McCaul said on ABC's
“This Week." He added: "Why
wasn't there a plan to evacuate?
How did it go so wrong?"
SPOTLIGHT ON ENERGY
AND TAXES

Rep. Cathy McMorris
Rodgers, R-Wash,, is expected to
serve as the next chair of the
Energy and Commerce
Committee, which has the
broadest jurisdiction of any
authorizing committee in
Congress, from health care to
environmental protection to
national energy policy.
Republicans on the committee
have already spent months inves-
tigating the origins of COVID-
19 and are expected to contin-
ue that work in the next
Congress.

China lockdown
stir pauses as police

f

AP W HONG KONG

ith police out in force,

there was no word of
additional protests against strict
government anti-pandemic
measures Tuesday in Beijing, as
temperatures fell well below
freezing. Shanghai, Nanjing
and other cities where online
calls to gather had been issued
were also reportedly quiet.

Rallies against China's
unusually strict anti-virus mea-
sures spread to several cities
over the weekend in the biggest
show of opposition to the rul-
ing Communist Party in
decades. Authorities eased
some regulations, apparently to
try to quell public anger, but the
government showed no sign of
backing down on its larger
coronavirus strategy, and ana-
lysts expect authorities to
quickly silence the dissent.

In Hong Kong on Monday,
about 50 students from main-
land China sang at the Chinese
University of Hong Kong and

0od city streets

some lit candles in a show of
support for those in mainland
cities who demonstrated against
restrictions that have confined
millions to their homes.

Hiding their faces to avoid
official retaliation, the students
chanted, “No PCR tests but
freedom!” and “Oppose dicta-
torship, don't be slaves!”

The gathering and a simi-
lar one elsewhere in Hong
Kong were the biggest protests
there in more than a year
under rules imposed to crush
a pro-democracy movement in
the territory, which is Chinese
but has a separate legal system
from the mainland.

“I've wanted to speak up
for along time, but I did not get
the chance to,” said James Cai,
a 29-year-old from Shanghai
who attended a Hong Kong
protest and held up a piece of
white paper, a symbol of defi-
ance against the ruling party's
pervasive censorship. “If peo-
ple in the mainland can't tol-
erate it anymore, then I cannot
as well”

4 Palestinians killed by Israell
fire in occupied West Bank

| ujr-

AP W JERUSALEM

APalestinia.n man on Tuesday
rammed his car into an
Israeli soldier, seriously injuring
her, before he was shot dead by
Israeli police in the occupied
West Bank. He was the fourth
Palestinian killed in a series of
violent incidents throughout
the day.

It was the latest bloodshed
in a mounting surge of Israeli-
Palestinian violence in the wake
of a Jerusalem bombing last
week that killed two Israelis. The
violence began overnight near

the city of Hebron, where fight-
ing erupted between Israeli
forces and residents.

The Israeli army said clash-
es erupted after two army vehi-
cles got stuck due to mechani-
cal issues. It said soldiers opened
fire after Palestinians hurled
rocks and explosives. It said
Palestinian gunmen also opened
fire. The Palestinian Health
Ministry said Mufid Khalil, 44,
was killed and at least eight
other people were wounded by
Israeli fire.

In a separate incident, two
brothers were killed by Israeli

fire during clashes with troops
near the village of Kafr Ein, west
of Ramallah in the northern
West Bank early Tuesday. The
Palestinian news agency Wafa
identified them as Jawad and
Dhafr Rimawi, 22 and 21.

The Israeli military said
troops operating in the village

came under attack from sus-
pects throwing rocks and fire-
bombs, and soldiers responded
with live fire.

Later on Tuesday, a
Palestinian driver rammed his
car into an Israeli pedestrian
near a West Bank settlement
north of Jerusalem in what the
army said was a deliberate
attack. Security camera footage
showed the vehicle turning
around and slowing in front of
the woman, before accelerating
and running her over. She was
thrown into the air as the dri-
ver sped away.

Ethiopia offers no date for end
to blackout in Tlgray region

AP W NAIROBI

here is "no timeline” for

restoring internet access to
Ethiopia's embattled Tigray
region, a senior government
official said Tuesday.

The restoration of Tigray's
internet service will be carried
alongside the resumption of its
phone and electricity services,
though no date has been set for
those goals, Ethiopia's Minister
for Innovation and Technology
Belete Molla said.

He was speaking at the
UN's annual Internet Gover-
nance Forum being held this

week in Ethiopian capital Addis
Ababa.

“The government of
Ethiopia is designing a package
that is not only about internet
resumption but the resumption
of everything, because this is
what we need as a people, as a
government,” Belete said of the

internet shutdown in Tigray.
“There is no timeline”

Tigray, home to more than
5 million people, has been most-
ly without internet, telecom-
munications and banking since
war broke out between federal
government troops and forces
led by the Tigray People's
Liberation Front in November
2020.

A ceasefire deal signed
between the warring sides in
South Africa earlier this month
commits the government to
restoring Tigray's basic services,
but the communications black-
out has not yet been lifted.

Houston lifts boil-water
order affecting more

than 2 million
AP W HOUSTON

Houston officials lifted an
order Tuesday that had
called for more than 2 million
people in the nation's fourth-
largest city to boil their tap
water before drinking or
using it. The boil order had
been in effect since Sunday,
when a power outage at a
purification plant caused
pressure to drop.

The order led to the clo-
sure of businesses and
schools, including the
Houston Independent School
District, which cancelled

classes Monday and Tuesday.

Religious extremists desecrate

Ahmadi graves

PTI ® LAHORE

Several graves belonging to
the minority Ahmadi com-
munity have been desecrated
allegedly by religious extrem-
ists in Pakistan's Punjab
province, an official said on
Tuesday, the second such inci-
dent against them in over three
months.

Jamaat Ahmadiya Pakistan
official Amir Mahmood told
PTI that the tombstones of the
graves were desecrated at Prem
Kot graveyard in Hafizabad
district, some 100 kilometres
from Lahore. He said that
those who damaged the graves
also wrote "Ahmadi dog" on
them, which is very distressing
for the families.

"The Ahmadis living in
Pakistan are not at peace even
after their demise. The

In Pakistan

Ahmadis are not safe in their
graves," he said.

Mahmood demanded the
arrest of those involved in the
desecration of graves of the
minority community.

In the past also, such inci-
dents have taken place in other
Ahmadi graveyards in Punjab
but not a single culprit was
arrested or put on trial. On
August 24, 16 graves of the
Ahmadi community in
Pakistan's Punjab province
were allegedly desecrated by
religious extremists for using
Islamic symbols on gravestones
at a cemetery in Chak 203 RB
Manawala, Faisalabad district,
some 150 kilometres from
Lahore.

Minorities, especially
Ahmadis, are vulnerable in
Pakistan and they are often tar-
geted by religious extremists.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that we are selling
our property J-28, South Extn.-l, New
Delhi-110049 to Sarvashri Prakash
Chander Chopra and Harish Mallik,
residence of J-15 and B-19, South Extn.-I,
New Delhi-110049. Whereas in a chain
of documents we have lost one
document i.e. GPA by Shri Kuldip Singh
in favour of Mrs. Shiv Kumari Singh
having No.24-0318920. If anyone found
the document, kindly handover the same
to Mohan Lal Varma, J-28, South Extn.-I,
New Delhi-110049 within 15 days.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to the General Public on behalf of
our client that Mr. Mursleen is the owner of Property of
area measuring 170 Sq., Yds, out of Khasra No. 765,
Situated in the area of Village Pavi Sadakpur, Loni,
Pargana Loni, Tehsil & District Ghaziabad, U.P., vide GPA,
Will and ATS dated 10.06.2008. All persons are hereby
informed that above mentioned owner want to sell the
said property to a person who intends to obtain loan from
our client against the said property, if anybody has any
abjection/s upon the ownership of above owner over the
said floor, its Sale /Mortgage /litigation, and any other
objections, kindly inform the undersigned in writing on
the below mentioned address within 07 days of the present.
Kumar & Associates (Advocates & Consultants)

0, lind Floor, 23, Shivaji Marg, Moti Nagar, N. Delhi-15
Ph: 011-41112527-28 kumarassociates. advocate@gmail.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is notified that the H.No. F-4, Sector-56, Noida,
has been allotted in the name of Dharambir S/o
Late Sh. Dina Nath R/o A-140, Sector-19, Noida,
G.B. Nagar (U.P}, had sold the said property on
the basis of GPA 1o the following persans:-A GPA
was executed in favour of Smt. Suman Dhaka
W/o Sh. Satya Prakash Bhaka R/o B-171, Sector
-19, Noida G.B. Nagar (U.P), on 27.02.1992 at
Sub Registrar Office Noida Book No-IV, Volume
no. 1610/1617 on pages 35/453 to 458 at Docu-
ment No.1049. That the agreement to sell was
not registered. The said property is going to be
transferred in favour of Smt. Pushpa Sahay W/o
Sh. Krishna Ballabh Sahay & Anand Sahay S/o
Sh. Krishna Ballabh Sahay R/o N-123, Sector-12,
Noida G.B.Nagar (U.P), Now, If any one has/have
any objection he/she may submit his/hir, objection
in the Residential Department of Noida Authority
along-with sufficient proafs within 15 days of the
publication of this notice. ~ Smt. Suman Dhaka

Lehra Mchabat.

https:/leproc.punjab.gov.in
76155/12/1158/2021/17731

For detailed NIT and tender specification, please refer o hitps:/feproc.punjab.gov.in
from 30-11-2022 from 11:00 AM onwards
Note: Corrigendum and amendments,

Corrigendum
Ref. i) Tender Notice No. 63/2022-2023
dated. 19.11.2022
ii) Tender No. 03220999A Due on
13.12.2022. (S.No.2)
iii} Tender No. 03220006 Due on
26.12.2022. (S.No.10})
In reference to above mentioned tenders
the new condition according to correction
slip no. 1 has been incorporated in the
tenders. All other terms & conditions
remain unchanged. The corrigendum has
been published on website
www.ireps.gov.in. 3175/2022

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

Punjab State Power Corporation Limited
(Regd. Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala-147001)

Corporate |dentity Number U40109PB2010SGC033813
Website: www.pspcl.in (Contact Number 96461-17607)

Tender Enquiry No. 29/AHP-134(N)/MM-IVO&M
SEMM-IIIO&M/GHTP, Lehtra Mohabbat-151111
Operation & Maintenance and General Cleanliness of PLC based complete Ash
Handling Plant of 2x210 MW Units (Stage-1) and 2x250MW Stage-ll along with
operation & routine maintenance of 1 No.
issuing of Excise Gate Pass cum invoices to each dry fly ash loading trucks and work
of Decantation of LDO/HSD/HPS/HFO wagons / BTPN wagens! Tankers and general
House Keeping and maintenance of Decantation system & storage tank area at GHTP

Dated: 26-11-2022
invites e-tender for the work of

100 MT Electronic pitless weighbridge and

it any will be uploaded online at

GHTP-67/22

MAHARISHI MARKANDESHWAR
 (DEEMED TO BE UNIVERSITY)

. Mullana-Ambala, Haryana

(Established under Section 3 of the UGC Act, 1956)

(Accredited by NAAC with Grade ‘A++')

(wwwmmumullana.org).

ADMISSION NOTICE-MD/MS
(2022-23)

Applications are invited for admission to Stray Vacancy Round
(NRI/MQ) for MD/MS course for the session 2022-23 in MM Institute
of Medical Sciences & Research, a constituent Institute of Maharishi
Markandeshwar (Deemed to be University), Mullana-Ambala out of
the list of candidates as per DGHS, Govt. of India. Only the applicants
who have filled the choice for the College are eligible to apply.
Application Form can be downloaded from University website

Last date of receiving duly filled up application with processing fees of
Rs.2000/- in form of DD in name of Maharishi Markandeshwar
(Deemed to be University), Mullana is 30-11-2022 upto 4 PM. positively
in University office. Physical counselling shall be held for vacant NRI
seats on 01.12.2022 at 9:00 A.M. and for Management seats on
01.12.2022 from 11:00 A.M. in the University Campus. pEGISTRAR

Ph.: 01731-274475-78 | Fax: 274375

Website: www.mmumullana.org | Email: info@mmumullana.org
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ensex, Nifty settle
at fresh lifetime highs

Maintain winning momentum for oth day

PTI Bl MUMBAI

The Sensex and Nifty ended
at fresh lifetime peaks on
Tuesday amid a largely firm
trend in other Asian markets
and continuous foreign fund
inflows.The 30-share BSE
Sensex gained 177.04 points or
0.28 per cent to settle at
62,681.84, its fresh record clos-
ing high. During the day, it
jumped 382.6 points or 0.61 per
cent to its lifetime intra-day
peak of 62,887.40.

The broader NSE Nifty
advanced 55.30 points or 0.30
per cent to end at 18,618.05, its
fresh record closing high.

"While the winning streak
continued and key benchmarks
scaled new highs, investors
traded with caution in a slight-
ly volatile market. There are
worries about growing protests
in China over the imposition of
strict lockdowns, which mar-
kets fear could hurt the already
slowing global economy.

"If the situation doesn't

improve, this could impact the
market. But since India is in a
slightly better position com-

pared to other major
economies, investors are will-
ing to bet big on us," Shrikant
Chouhan, Head of Equity
Research (Retail), Kotak
Securities Ltd. Among the
Sensex pack, Hindustan
Unilever, Sun Pharma, Nestle,
Dr Reddy's, Tata Steel, ICICI
Bank, Titan and HCL
Technologies were the major
winners.

IndusInd Bank, Bajaj
Finserv, Maruti, Power Grid
and Larsen & Toubro were
among the major laggards.

"Indian markets opened
on positive note following pos-
itive overall Asian markets...
During the afternoon session
the markets continued their
positive trend with heavy buy-
ing in FMCG and consumer
durables stocks.

"Sentiments remained opti-
mistic as data showed that for-
eign portfolio investors have
infused funds worth Rs 32,344
crore in the Indian stock mar-
kets so far in the month of
November and became net
buyers again,” said Narendra
Solanki - Head Fundamental
Research- Investment Services,
Anand Rathi Shares & Stock

Brokers. In the broader market,
the BSE midcap gauge declined
0.39 per cent and smallcap
index dipped 0.29 per cent.
Among sectoral indices,
FMCG jumped 1.73 per cent,
metal (0.57 per cent), con-
sumer durables (0.58 per cent)
and healthcare (0.54 per cent).
Consumer discretionary,
energy, industrials, telecom-
munication, auto, bankex and
services were among the lag-
gard. Elsewhere in Asia, mar-
kets in Seoul, Shanghai and
Hong Kong ended higher,
while Tokyo settled lower.
Equity exchanges in
Europe were trading mostly
lower in the afternoon trade.
Wall Street had ended in the
negative territory on Monday.
International oil bench-
mark Brent crude was trading
2.45 per cent higher at USD
85.23 per barrel. Foreign
Institutional Investors (FIIs)
bought shares worth Rs
935.88 crore on Monday, as
per exchange data.

money

India to see significant economic
activity over next 10 yrs: Nilekani

PTI B NEW DELHI

India will witness "significant
economic activity" over the
next decade on the back of
open network for digital com-
merce (ONDC), record aggre-
gating system and government
measures like GST, FAStag
and e-way bills, Infosys
Technologies co-founder and
chairman Nandan Nilekani
said on Tuesday.

He made the remarks
while speaking at the 7th edi-
tion of the Global Technology
Summit organised by Carnegie
India.

"..There are three big
things coming today, which
will over the next decade have
more of an impact (on India).
I believe in the next 10 years
India is going to see significant
economic activity which is
broad based, inclusive and
democratised," he said.

The first is, ONDC second
is account aggregator frame-
work and the transformation
happening in the logistics sec-
tor due to government initia-
tives like GST, Fastag and the
e-way bill, Nilekani said.

Nilekani said he expects
the ONDC -- an initiative of
the government to promote an

open platform for all aspects of
the exchange of goods and ser-
vices through electronic net-
works -- to begin soon.

ONDC will allow the com-
merce business to be disinte-
grated for millions of small
suppliers to sell on the net-
work, for millions of small
retailers to participate as small
sellers on the platform to real-
ly turbocharge hyper-local
commerce making their busi-
nesses more inclusive.

Secondly, account aggre-
gator network which again
fundamentally is an idea that
data should ultimately be used
by people who generate the
data and therefore individuals,
small businesses can use the
data to get access to multiple
services like credit and so
forth. This record aggregating
system is also a business for
India's data empowerment
architecture. It has a unique
installation called consent
manager.

"A consent manager on
your behalf gets your data from
different providers and provides
it further for different benefits.
For example, a small business
can use his consent manager get
his GST details, get bank state-
ment from the bank, get tax sta-

tus from the income tax system
and give it in a secure manner
to lender who can then take a
decision to give credit. All this
is fundamentally going to
democratise lending and other
financial services," the
Chairman explained.

He said, there is transfor-
mation happening in the logis-
tics sector due to government
initiatives like GST, FAStag
and e-way bill. All these have
simplified the movement of
goods and vehicles on the
highways. The government
has many plans to build multi-
modal parks, all this will help
reduce logistics cost.

Further, a variety of start-
up innovators, local delivery
and intercity delivery are going
to change that moment and
delivery of goods, he said.

Nilekani also said that
from about 600 million in
2014, today 1.3 billion Indians
have Aadhaar IDs (identity).

"India has led the world in
creating digital public goods
where everyone in the country
can be in the digital econo-
my...With Aadhaar...I was the
founding chairman of Unique
Identification Authority of
India which did this project. By
the time I stepped down in
2014, 600 million Indians had
digital ID, and subsequently
under the leadership of Prime
Minister Modi and his gov-
ernment today 1.3 billion
Indians have digital IDs."

It is an online ID that can
be used anywhere across India.
It authenticates a person
through biometrics and OTPs,
he said.

FinMin to megt heads of banks on Dec 5
to promote cross-border trade in rupee

PTI B NEW DELHI

The Finance Ministry has
called a meeting of CEOs of
banks, including top six private
sector lenders, on December 5
to discuss ways to promote
cross-border trade in the rupee
instead of the US dollar.

Besides, sources said the
meeting to be attended by
other stakeholders, including
senior officials of external
affairs and commerce min-
istries, will review the progress
made on this front so far.

Financial Services
Secretary Vivek Joshi will be
chairing the meeting and is also
likely to see attendance from
representatives of the Reserve
Bank of India and Indian
Banks' Association (IBA),
sources said.

Following detailed guide-
lines from the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) on cross-border
trade transactions in domestic
currency in July, about nine
special vostro accounts have

been opened with two Indian
banks to facilitate overseas
trade in the rupee.
Sberbank and VTB Bank -
- the largest and second-largest
banks of Russia, respectively -
- are the first foreign lenders to
receive the approval after the
RBI announced the guidelines.
RBI as per the guidelines
decided to put in place an addi-
tional arrangement for invoic-
ing, payment, and settlement of
exports/imports in INR.
Another Russian bank
Gazprom, which does not have
its bank in India, has also
opened this account with
Kolkata-based UCO Bank.
The move to open the spe-

cial vostro account clears the
deck for settlement of pay-
ments in the rupee for trade
between India and Russia,
enabling cross-border trade in
the Indian currency, which the
RBI is keen to promote.

The RBI has allowed the
special vostro accounts to
invest the surplus balance in
Indian government securities
to help popularise the new
arrangement.

UCO Bank already has a
vostro account-based facility in
Iran. Gazprombank, or GPB, is
a privately-owned Russian
lender and the third-largest
bank in the country by assets.

"Indian importers under-
taking imports through this
mechanism shall make pay-
ment in INR, which shall be
credited into the special vostro
account of the correspondent
bank of the partner country,
against the invoices for the sup-
ply of goods or services from
the overseas seller/supplier,”
RBI had said earlier.

RBI to launch pilot of retall
digital rupee on Dec 1

PTI B MUMBAI

he Reserve Bank on

Tuesday said it will launch
the first pilot for retail digital
rupee (e?-R) on December 1,
2022, in which four banks
including SBI and ICICI Bank
will initially participate.

On November 1, the RBI
had launched the first pilot in
the digital rupee - wholesale
segment.

Announcing the opera-
tionalisation of Central Bank
Digital Currency - Retail (e?-R)
Pilot, the RBI said the pilot
would cover select locations in
closed user group (CUG) com-
prising participating customers
and merchants.

"The e-R would be in the
form of a digital token that rep-
resents legal tender. It would be
issued in the same denomina-
tions that paper currency and
coins are currently issued,” it
said.

It would be distributed
through banks and users will be
able to transact with e?-R

through a digital wallet offered
by the participating banks and

stored on mobile
phones/devices.

Transactions can be both
Person to Person (P2P) and
Person to Merchant (P2M).

The RBI further said the
e?-R would offer features of
physical cash like trust, safety
and settlement finality.

"As in the case of cash, it
will not earn any interest and
can be converted to other
forms of money, like deposits
with banks," the central bank
said.

The pilot would initially
cover four cities -- Mumbai,
New Delhi, Bengaluru and
Bhubaneswar.

Most rated Indian firms
can withstand weaker
rupee, says Moody’s

PTI B NEW DELHI

ost rated companies in

India can withstand a
weaker rupee, although exter-
nal factors like rising interest
rates in developed economies
and higher energy prices
would increase currency
volatility, Moody's Investors
Service said on Tuesday.

In a commentary on non-
financial companies in India,
Moody's said on November
25, the Indian rupee touched
81.67 versus the US dollar,
after depreciating almost 10
per cent since the beginning
of the year.

A steady rise in interest
rates in developed economies
combined with higher energy
prices has resulted in a widen-
ing current account deficit,
pressuring the rupee.
"Although these external fac-
tors increase currency volatil-
ity, most rated companies in
India have buffers to with-

stand the rupee's deprecia-
tion," Moody's said.

The weakening rupee is
credit negative for Indian
companies that generate rev-
enue in the domestic curren-
cy but depend on US dollar
debt to fund their operations.
A weaker rupee will also hurt
companies with dollar-
denominated costs but rupee-
based revenues.

"However, we expect the
negative credit implications
for rated companies to be lim-
ited or temporary," it said.

Most rated companies
have protections to limit the
effect of currency fluctua-
tions.

These include natural
hedges, some US dollar rev-
enue and financial hedges, or
a combination of these fac-
tors, which help limit the
adverse effects on cash flow
and leverage, even under a
more severe deprecation sce-
nario.

Rupee falls 3
paise to close
at 81.71 against
US dollar

PTI ® MUMBAI

The rupee slipped 3 paise to
close at 81.71 (provisional)

against the US dollar on
Tuesday as rising crude oil
prices in the international mar-
ket weighed on forex market
sentiment.

However, a firm trend in
domestic equities and a weak
American currency overseas
capped the losses in the local
unit, forex traders said.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local unit
opened strong at 81.58 but later
slipped into the negative terri-
tory.

During the session, it
touched an intra-day high of
81.57 and a low of 81.74 against
the greenback.

The local unit finally set-
tled at 81.71, registering a
decline of 3 paise over its pre-
vious close of 81.68.

States borrowing cost falls 7 bps to 7.61%
as bond supphes dry up on Gentral payouts

PTI B MUMBAI

The weighted average yield
on states' market borrow-
ings declined by 7 basis points
to 7.61 per cent at Tuesday's
auction on lower issuance as a
number of states stayed away
from the market.

States have been given two
installments of the central tax
devolution on November 10
and an installment of Rs 17,000
crore of the Rs 35,300 crore
pending GST compensation
on November 24, reducing the
borrowing requirement of the
states.

The issuances fell also
because the states were using
the Reserve Bank's liquidity

windows -- the ways and
means advances (WMA) and
the overdraft facility (OD) --
which increased to 155 days
and 57 days, respectively in
September from 127 and 28
days, respectively in August.
At the latest auction of
state government securities,
only nine states went to the
market raising Rs 12,700 crore,
which is 56.4 per cent lower

than the indicated amount for
this week, according to an
analysis by Icra Ratings.
However, cumulatively, the
overall issuance is down only 2
per cent on-year.

Overall, November saw Rs
57,200 crore of state bond
issuance only, which is 42 per
cent lower than the Rs 98,200
crore indicated for this month
in the auction calendar. In
absolute terms, the gap
between the actual and indi-
cated issuance of Rs 41,000
crore in November is the largest
monthly gap in FY23 so far, the
agency's chief economist Aditi
Nayar said in a note.

Accordingly, the weighted
average cut-off/yield declined

by 7 basis points (bps) to 7.61
per cent on Tuesday from 7.68
per cent in the last auction; the
weighted average tenor also
declined to 14 years from 17
years last week.

In fact, the yields have
been falling across the debt
market as is visible from the
benchmark 10-year G-sec (gov-
ernment securities) yield,
which inched down by 1 bps to
7.28 per cent. But the weight-
ed average cut-off of 10-year
state debt fell more sharply - to
the tune of 8 bps -- to 7.61 per
cent this week. Accordingly, the
spread between the 10-year
state bonds and G-sec yield
narrowed sharply to 33 bps
from 41 bps last week.

CEA projects 9% jump in peak power
demand to 235GW in Aprll 2023

PTI W KOLKATA

Central Electricity Authority
(CEA) on Tuesday said
peak power demand may shoot
up by nine per cent to 235 GW
in April 2023 and called for
proper planning to avoid recur-
rence of energy crisis. In April
this year, the peak power
demand was around 215GW.

The country had witnessed
unprecedented coal demand
from the power sector during
the summer this year after
COVID curbs were eased.

"If we are not careful, a
similar crisis may come next
year. As per our estimate,
demand in April 2023 will be
higher. The same (demand)
this year was around 215 GW,

which might go up to 230-235
GW," CEA chairperson
Ghanshyam Prasad said at the
13th Energy Conclave 2022
organised by CII here.

Noting that the thermal
power capacity of the country
will go up till the transition
period, he said the energy
security for the country is the
primary concern though India
is committed to renewable
sources.

"Although, there are talks
of phasing down thermal
power capacity, this, by 2030, is
likely to go up to 248 GW in
the best-case scenario. It could
go up to 256 GW if there is low
support from hydro and renew-
able energy," Prasad said on the
sidelines of the event.

India currently has close to
210 GW of thermal power
capacity.

Despite the fact that the
total coal-fired power capaci-
ty will rise, its share in the total
energy mix will reduce to 50
per cent from 75 per cent now,
and in terms of installed capac-
ity, it will shrink to 30-35 per
cent, he said.

Prasad stated that plans are
afoot for plants with a total 30
GW capacity to be installed at
coal mine pitheads amid logis-
tics and cost concerns.

"CEA and the Power min-
istry together are working on a
plan for 500 GW of renewable
energy and 536 GW of trans-
mission capacity for evacua-
tion," he added.

ONGC

5 years,

PTI B NEW DELHI

A government-appointed
gas price review panel,

led by Kirit Parikh, is recom-
mending a floor and ceiling
price for natural gas produced
from legacy fields of state-
owned firms for five years to
help moderate CNG and piped
cooking gas rates.

State producers Oil and
Natural Gas Corporation
(ONGC) and Oil India Ltd
(OIL) will be paid a minimum
or floor price of USD 4 per
million British thermal unit
and a cap or ceiling price of
USD 6.5 as against the current
rate of USD 8.57, three sources
with direct knowledge of the
matter said.

The report, which calls for

gas price to be capped at $6.5 for
no change in Reliance-bp price

not tinkering with the existing
pricing formula for difficult
fields such as KG-D6 of
Reliance Industries and bp
plc, is under finalisation and
may lower the ceiling price for
ONGC gas marginally.

The floor and ceiling price
will be applicable for five years
although the initial thought
was to keep it for three years,
they said adding the ceiling
price will have an annual esca-
lation clause.

The escalation being sug-
gested is USD 0.5 per mmBtu
annually with no change pric-
ing for first two years or a USD
0.25 per mmBtu annual esca-
lation for five years.

The escalation will be
adjusted to the foreign
exchange rate, they said.

The panel, which was

tasked with suggestlng a "fair
price to the end-consumer”
while ensuring a "market-ori-
ented, transparent and reliable
pricing regime for India's long-
term vision for ensuring a
gas-based economy", has
favoured two different pricing
regimes, sources said.

For the legacy or old fields
of ONGC and OIL -- where
the cost has long been recov-

ered and which are currently
governed by a formula that
uses rates in gas-surplus
nations such as the US,
Canada and Russia -- the
committee is recommending a
floor or minimum base price
and cap or ceiling rates.

This would ensure that
prices do not fall below the
cost of production, as they did
last year, or do not spike to

record levels as currently.

Gas from legacy fields is
sold to city gas distributors
who had to raise rates of CNG
and piped cooking gas by over
70 per cent after prices went
up from USD 2.90 per million
British thermal unit till March
to USD 6.10 in April and fur-
ther to USD 8.57 last month,
reflecting a surge in global
rates. This rise in rates, which
narrowed the gap between
CNG and polluting diesel,
had prompted the review.

Sources said the city gas
will get top priority in the allo-
cation of the gas from legacy
fields, called APM gas. The
sector will be in the 'no-cut'
category, meaning supplies to
other consumers will be cut
first in case of a decline in pro-
duction.

‘Govt needs to set up separate
Ministry for pharma sector

PTI B NEW DELHI

The government needs to set
up a separate ministry for
the pharma sector to encour-
age domestic producers and
decrease Chinese imports,
opined CEOs while participat-
ing in a discussion on the
challenges being faced by the
sector.

In a CEO Roundtable at
the 15th edition of CPHI &
PMEC India held on Tuesday,
the Chief Executive Officers
(CEOs) of companies, includ-
ing those from RPG Life
Science and Fermenta Biotech,
also discussed ways to shift the
focus of the domestic industry
from volume to value.

The leaders also pointed
out the need to reduce depen-
dency on China by using tech-
nology.

Organisation of
Pharmaceutical Producers of
India (OPPI) Director General
Vivek Sehgal said that the
industry needs to collaborate
and co-work and unite for col-
lective voice on IPR related
issues.

The leaders also discussed
having a single industry organ-

isation to put across the griev-
ances of the pharma industry
before the government.

Speaking at the inaugural
session of the 15th edition of
CPHI & PMEC India,
Pharmexcil Director General
Ravi Uday Bhaskar said the
Indian pharmaceutical exports
have recorded an impressive
growth of around 5 per cent in
the current financial year
(April-Oct 2022).

"Despite having global
challenges, we have exported
over USD 25 billion in the
biggest market, which means
about 30 per cent of our
exports are going to the US," he
added.

Currently, the Indian
pharma market is valued at
around USD 50 billion, out of
which almost USD 25 billion
constitutes the export market.



AP Il AL RAYYAN, QATAR

Senegal can now put the dis-
appointment of 2018 to rest.

Kalidou Koulibaly led his
team into the last 16 of the
World Cup on Tuesday by vol-
leying home the winning goal in
a 2-1 victory over Ecuador, four
years after the African champi-
ons were eliminated from the
group stage because of the
amount of yellow cards they
received.

The Senegal captain's right-
footed shot flashed past Ecuador
goalkeeper Hernan Galindez in
the 70th minute. Koulibaly
sprinted toward the corner flag
and slid on his knees to celebrate.

The result erased lingering
memories from four years ago,
when Senegal could only draw
its last group game in Russia and
missed the knockout stage
because it had collected more
yellow cards than Japan, which
advanced instead.

In another must-win match
in Qatar, Senegal took the lead
after a first-half penalty from
Ismaila Sarr. Moises Caicedo
then scored for Ecuador to

make it 1-1 in the 67th.Ecuador
would have advanced from
Group A with a draw and
Senegal would have been elim-
inated.

16, DEFEATS EGUADOR

. e

The Netherlands beat Qatar
2-0 in the other match to win the
group. Senegal finished second
while Ecuador and Qatar were
eliminated.

Senegal last advanced from
the group stage at the 2002
World Cup, when the team
reached the quarterfinals in its
tournament debut and its only

=
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other appearance at the event.

Sarr was knocked over by
a clumsy challenge from
Ecuador defender Piero
Hincapie for the penalty just
before halftime. He side-foot-
ed his shot into the bottom
right corner in the 44th minute
and almost the entire Senegal
bench and coaching staff ran to
celebrate with him near the
corner flag. Senegal now has a
chance to match, or even bet-
ter, its scintillating run to the
quarterfinals in 2002, when
current coach Aliou Cisse was
the captain and the team
matched Africa's best perfor-
mance at a World Cup.

The game against Ecuador
at Khalifa International Stadium
fell on the second anniversary of
the death of Papa Bouba Diop,
the popular player who scored

Netherlands beats
host Qatr

the goal in Senegal's 1-0 victo-
ry over defending champion
France in the opening game of
the 2002 World Cup.

To mark it, Koulibaly had
the number 19 written on his
captain's armband — Diop's

shirt number when he played for
Senegal.

AP M AL KHOR, QATAR

he Netherlands finished
Toff the worst showing by
any World Cup host
nation by beating Qatar 2-0 on
Tuesday.
The Dutch advanced to the
round of 16 while the Qataris,

who were already eliminated,
became the first host to lose all
three of its group matches at soc-
cer's biggest event.

Cody Gakpo put the
Netherlands ahead midway
through the first half with his
third goal in as many matches
and Frenkie de Jong doubled the

advantage five minutes into the
second half.

The Netherlands is a three-
time runner-up at the World
Cup, and also finished third in
2014, while Qatar was making
its tournament debut.

The Dutch failed to qualify
for the 2018 World Cup.

Messi, Argentina play Poland

AP H DOHA

Lionel Messi has already come
to Argentina's rescue at the
World Cup. He might just have
to do it all over again.

Another emotionally
charged evening awaits Messi
and the soccer-mad south
American nation that worships
him when Argentina meets
Poland on Wednesday for a
match with so much on the line.

For Messi, who is playing in
likely his last World Cup. For
Poland striker ~Robert
Lewandowski, who might also
be too old when soccer's biggest
tournament rolls up next in
2026.

And for the World Cup as
a whole. Because who, really,
doesn't want to see Messi — one
of the game's greatest ever play-
ers — in the late stages of a tour-
nament that is heating up so
nicely.

There are multiple permu-
tations at play for the Group C
finale: A win for the Argentines
and they are sure to advance,

likely as the group winners. A
draw, and they can either finish
in second place behind Poland
or be squeezed out by either
Saudi Arabia or Mexico, who are
playing in a match taking place
concurrently.

A loss? Well, that just does-
n't bear thinking about for any-
one associated with Argentina.

for survwal at World Cup

The team wouldn't just be elim-
inated but humiliated. Messi
might never be seen in the
Albiceleste's sky blue-and-white
jersey again.

That scenario is too much
for Argentina fans to take. It's
why tears were shed on the field,
among the technical staff and
among the fanbase after Messi

scored the crucial second-half
goal to set Argentina on its way
to a 2-0 win over Mexico on
Saturday.

That victory meant
Argentina bounced back from
its shocking 2-1 loss to Saudi
Arabia in its opening match and
now has a fighting chance to
avoiding a first group-stage exit
since 2002.

“Now another World Cup
has begun,” said Messi, who will
hope to score for the third
straight match at this World Cup
and has netted 13 goals for
Argentina in 2022 — already a
career-high haul in a single cal-
endar year.

Concerns about Messi's
health have dogged the seven-
time world player of the year at
the World Cup, starting from
when he trained alone for two
days before Argentina’s opening
game. He played the full 90
minutes against Saudi Arabia
and also in the Mexico game,
which he finished in some dis-
comfort after turning his ankle

Without Neymar Bra2|| edges SW|tzer

AP W DOHA

Brazﬂ overcame the absence
of Neymar to beat Switzer-
land 1-0 and advance to the
round of the 16 of the World
Cup on Monday.

Casemiro scored in the
83rd minute with a shot from
inside the area to put Brazil in
the last 16 with a match to
spare in Group G.

Brazil forward Neymar
stayed at the team's hotel treat-
ing a right ankle injury sus-
tained in the opener in Qatar.
Team doctors have not yet
given a timetable on his return
— or said if he will return at all.
The win gave Brazil six points
from two matches, leaving
Switzerland with three. Serbia
and Cameroon, which drew 3-
3 earlier Monday, have point
each.

Switzerland, which had no
attempts on target, needs a win
in the last match against Serbia
to guarantee its spot in the next
stage. A draw may be enough
depending on the match
between Brazil and Cameroon.

The result extended Brazil's
unbeaten run in the group
stage to 17 matches, with 14
wins and three draws. It has lost
only one of its last 29 group
games, with the last defeat
coming against Norway in
1998 in France.

Switzerland had lost only
two of its last 13 group match-
es at the World Cup.

It was an even match early
on, with both teams trying to
control the game but not cre-
ating many significant chances.
Without its injured playmaker,
Brazil struggled to get near
Switzerland's area until
Casemiro scored with a nice
one-timer into the far corner,

using the outside of his right
foot in a shot that deflected
slightly off defender Manuel
Akanyji.

Brazil coach Tite replaced
Neymar with midfielder Fred,
freeing up Lucas Paqueta to
play closer to the attack. Eder

AP H DOHA

Neyrnar will miss Brazil's last
group game at the World
Cup because of his right ankle
injury, the team doctor said
Tuesday.

Rodrigo Lasmar said the
Brazil forward will not recov-
er in time to face Cameroon in
the Group G game on Friday.

Neymar missed Monday's
game against Switzerland, when
Brazil won 1-0 to secure its spot
in the round of 16. A draw
against Cameroon will be
enough to give Brazil first place
in the group.

Lasmar did not give a
timetable on Neymar's return,
and did not say if the player
would return at all. Brazil's
coaching staff, though, reiterat-
ed Tuesday that the Paris Saint-

Neymar to miss Brazil’s last
group game at World Cup

Germain forward was expect-
ed to play again at the tourna-
ment in Qatar.

Neymar, who damaged lig-
aments in his ankle during
Brazil's opening match against
Serbia, was the only player
who didn't go to Stadium 974
to watch the match against
Switzerland. He stayed at the
team hotel for physiotherapy
treatment.

Lasmar said Neymar also
had a fever on Monday, which
“was under control” and
would not affect his ankle
treatment.

Lasmar said right back
Danilo, who also is nursing an
ankle injury, and left back Alex
Sandro, who had to leave
Monday's match with a muscle
injury, also won't play against
Cameroon.

and 1-0

Militao, who plays as a central
defender at Real Madrid, came
in for Danilo in the right back
position, instead of veteran
Dani Alves. With Paqueta not
being able to create much for
Brazil, Tite began the second
half with Rodrygo in the team.
Richarlison, who scored both of
Brazil's goals in the opener, was
not as effective and was substi-
tuted in the second half.
Vinicius Janior thought he
had given Brazil the lead with
a shot from inside the area after
a pass by Casemiro in the
64th, but video review deter-
mined there was offside in the
buildup. Few had noticed it
until the VAR call was
announced at Stadium 974.
Both teams won their opening
matches, with Brazil defeating
Serbia 2-0 and Switzerland
beating Cameroon 1-0. Brazil
and Switzerland also met in the
group stage in 2018, drawing 1-

SHAQIRI S MARK

Xherdan Shagqiri made a
national record 11th World
Cup appearance. He had been
level with Valon Behrami and
Stephan Lichtsteiner.

Shaqiri, who had a hat
trick against Honduras at the
2014 tournament in Brazil,
also matched Behrami's record
of appearing at four World
Cups.

Shagiri and Granit Xhaka
were both trying to become the
first Swiss player to score in
three World Cups.

LIGHTS OUT

The lights dimmed for a
few seconds before halftime at
Stadium 974, prompting a brief
stoppage in play. Brazil was
about to take a corner when it
suddenly started turning dark
at the temporary stadium.

Ronaldo denied goal,

AP H LUSAIL (QATAR)

Cristiano Ronaldo thought he
scored but the goal was
eventually credited to Bruno
Fernandes in Portugal's 2-0 win
over Uruguay on Monday, a
result that secured the team a
place in the last 16 of the World
Cup. Fernandes curled in a cross
from the left that barely went over
the head of Ronaldo and
bounced into the far corner of the

net in the 54th minute to give
Portugal a 1-0 lead.

Ronaldo wheeled away in
celebration, believing he had
scored his ninth World Cup
goal and second of this year's
tournament. After repeated close-
up replays, it was awarded to
Fernandes, who added a second
goal from the penalty spot in
stoppage time after a handball by
Jose Maria Gimenez. It was a sec-
ond straight victory for Portugal,

which became the third team to
reach the last 16 after France and
Brazil. Uruguay has one point
from two matches and needs to
beat Ghana on Friday to stand a
chance of advancing.

The match was briefly inter-

Portugal beats Uruguay 2-0

rupted just before the goal by a
protestor carrying a rainbow
flag and wearing a blue
Superman T-shirt that said
“SAVE UKRAINE'" on the front
and “RESPECT FORIRANIAN
WOMAN" on the back.

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY, PRAYAGRAJ

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY, PRAYAGRAJ

E-Procurement Tender Notice No- JHS/DYCMM/2022-23/26 Date. 28.11.2022
E-Procurement Tender Notice

On behalf of the President of India ,The Dy Chief Material Manager, General
Store Depot, Jhansi are invite the following E procurement tender

Te.:l:er Description Qty. Opi;l:i'r‘n:algate EMD RS
Distributor Valve Test

st2250058| 2N e With Digitall o) oo 51122002 | 24130000
Pressure Gauges & Timer]|
As perAnnexure attached

Note: 1. The Complete information of above E-Procurement Tender are
available on IREPS website i.e. http://www.ireps.gov.in 2. Bids other than
in the form of E bids shall not be accepted against above tenders for this
purpose venders are required to get themselves registered with IREPS
Website along with class Il digital signature certificate issued by CCA under
IT act 2000. 3. Rules entered into financial rate page and duly singed digitally
signature shall only be considered rates and any other financial entry in any
other form/letter had if attached by vender shall be original straight way
ignore and shall not be considered. 1604/22(DG)

(] North central railways @ www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in d;) @northcentralrailway W] @ CPRONCR

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

E-Procurement Tender Notice No.: JHS/DYCMM/2022-23/27
Date: 28.11.2022 North Central Railway
Jhansi
E-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE

On behalf of the President of India ,The Dy Chief Material Manager, General Store
Depot, Jhansi are invite the following E-Procurement Tender

s o Tender
No| Tender No. Description Qty. | Opening | EMD Rs.
. Date

Crib Angle (Outer) Drg. No. WD-
1 09034-S-16 Alt-8 Item No.- 3|1657
Confirming RDSO Spac. No.- WD-| Nos.
01-CRF-12 Rev.-1.

ey Crib Angle (Inner) Drg. No. WD-
P 09034-5-16 Alt-8 Item No.- 4|1036
Confirming RDSO Spac. No.- WD- | Nos.
01-CRF-12 Rev.-1.

Note:- (1) The Complete information of above E-Procurement Tender are available on
IREPS website i.e. http://www.ireps.gov.in. (2) Bids other than in the form of E bids
shall not be accepted against above tenders for this purpose venders are required to
get themselves registered with IREPS Website along with class Ill digital signature
certificate issued by CCAunder IT act 2000. (3) Rules entered into financial rate page
and duly singed digitally signature shall only be considered rates and any other
financial entry in any other form/letter had if attached by vender shall be original
straight way ignore and shall not be considered. 1605/22 (A),

21.12.2022|7101930.00,

‘ NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

INTRODUCTION OF 25 KV AC CHARGING

("WARNING TO ROAD USERS"!

It is notified for information of the Public that in connection with
introduction of 25 KV AC electric charging on Bijrotha-Talbehat-
Matatila-Basai-Burhpura-Babina Section of 3 Line from Km.
1068.113 (OHE Km. 1068/3A) to Km. 1101.457 (OHE Km. 1101/1A)
in Jhansi Division of North Central Railway, height gauges have
been erected at all the level crossings with clear height of 4.78 mir
above road level with a view to prevent loads of excessive height
from coming into contact or dangerous proximity to live traction wires
(Contact wire), which shall be at a height of minimum 5.50 mtr
above rail level crossing at level crossing.

Public are hereby notified to observe the height specified above
for the purpose of loading vehicles and to see that the loads carried
in road vehicles do not infringe the height gauges under any
circumstances.

The dangers of a load of excessive height are as follows: -
i) Danger to the height gauge and consequent obstruction to the

road as well as the Railway line.

ii) Danger to the materials or equipments carried or the vehicle itself.,
ili) Danger of fire and risk of life due to contact with or dangerous
proximity to the conductors

Dy. Chief Electrical Engineer / Const.
North Central Railway, Jhansi

1608/22 (D)

[] North central railways @ www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in e &) @northcentralrailvay [¥] @ CPRONCR

INDIAN RAILWAYS
"PUBLIC NOTIFICATION"

Notice is hereby given to all users of Railway lines premises
situated on the completed section of the under noted section of
North Central Railway, that the 25000 Volt, 50HZ, AC overhead
traction wires will be energized on or after the date specified
against the section. On and from the same date, the overhead
traction line shall be treated as live at all times and no
unauthorized person shall approach or work in the proximity of
the said overhead line.

Sr. From To Date of
No. Section Km/ Km/ Energi-
Chainage | Chainage| zation
Energization of 25 KV, Km. Km.
A.C., 50Hz OHE of|1068.113 | 1101.457
1. Bijrotha-Talbehat-Matatila- (OH E (OH E 25.12.22
Basgl-Burhpura—B_ablqa Km. Km.
Section of 3rd Line in 1068/ 101/
Jhansi Division of N.C.
Railway. 3A) 1A)
Dy.Chief Electrical Engineer/Const.,
1609/22 FA North Central Railway, Jhansi,

[ North central railways [ @CPRONCR @northcentralrailway www.ncrindianrailways.govin

‘ NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY
E-Tender Notice No. JHS-N-GSU-01-22 Date:- 29.11.2022
E-TENDERING NOTICE

Dy. Chief Signal & Telecommunication Engineer/GSU/ Jhansi, DRM's office, Jhansi,
for and on behalf of President of India invite open Tender through on Line (E-Tendering)
for the following works.

E-Tender Description of work Approx Earnest
No. Cost Money
JHS- Provision of double distant signaling Rs Rs
N-GSU- | atremaining five stations of BNDA- 3207354.70 64200/
01-22 MKP section of JHANSI division.

Cost of Tender Form: Nil.

Opening of tender: 21.12.2022 Time 15.00

Completion period from issue of letter of acceptance : 06 Months

@ Tender on line can be submitted upto 15.00 hrs on 21.12.2022.

@ For full details and submission of bid please see the Indian Railways website www.
ireps.gov.in (JHANSI DIVISION-GATISHAKTI, NORTH CENTRALRLY) 1607/22(K)

B @northcentralrailway EllNorth central raitways www.ncrindianrailways.govin £J@ CPRONCR

KIF KIFS HOUSING FINANCE LIMITED
Registered Office: B-81, Pariseema Complex, C. G. Road, Ellisbridge,
Ahmedabad - 380006, Gujarat, India,
Corporate Office: C-802, Lotus Park, Graham Firth Compound,
Western Express Highway, Goregaon (East), Mumbai - 400063, Maharashtra, India,
Ph.No.: +91 22 61796400, E-mail: contact@kifshousing.com,
Website: www.kifshousing.com | CIN : U85922GJ2015PLC085079 | RBI COR: DOR-00145

Mr. Ramsevak Barman Son of Mr. Netram Barman,

Mrs. Ragini Barman Wife of Mr. Ramsevak Barman

Property Address:- Plot No.- 06, Khasra No.- 950/2, Revenue Circle Panagar, PH. No.-
19, Azar Ward, Panagar, Jabalpur (M.P).

WHEREAS

The undersigned being the Authorized Officer of KIFS Housing Finance Limited under the
Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security
Interest Act, 2002 and exercise of powers conferred under Section 13(12) read with Rule 3
of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a Demand Notice dated July 19,
2021 calling upon you to repay the amount mentioned in the Notice being Rs.14,26,089/-
(Rupees Fourteen Lakhs Twenty Six Thousand Eighty Nine only) against your Loan
Account No. LNHLJBL000304 within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice.
You, having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given fo you and the Public in
general, that the undersigned has taken the Physical possession ofthe property described
herein below which is mortgaged to KIFS Housing Finance limited in exercise of the
powers conferred on them under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the said
Rules onthis the 24" day of the November, year 2022,

You in particular and the Public in general is hereby cautioned not o deal with the property
and any dealings with the property will be subjectto the charge of to KIFS Housing Finance
limited for an amount Rs.14,26,089/<Rupees Fourteen Lakhs Twenty Six Thousand
Eighty Nine only) due as on July 19,202 1with further interest therean from July 19,2021ill
payment thereof.

All that part and parcel of the immovable property situated at Residential Plot No.- 06,
Khasra No.- 950/2, Revenue Circle Panagar, PH. No.- 19, Azad Ward, Panagar, Jabalpur,
Pin code- 483220, (M.P). With following Four Boundaries:- Bounded By, As per Sale
Deed : East: Plot no.-05 West; Plot no.-07 North; Side Road South: Neighbour As per
Site: East: Plotno.-05 West: Plotno.-07 North: Side Road South: Neighbour

Place : Jabalpur SDI- Authorized Officer
Date : 24/11/2022 KIFS Housing Finance Limited
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THE SUN & PLAY: DESPERATE INDIA
HOPE FOR FULL GAI\IIE IN 'FINAL ODI

PTI M CHRISTCHURCH

rustrated by the fickle
Fweather, a desperate Indian

team would pray for a
rain-free final ODI against New
Zealand in its bid to finish on an
even keel in a series that neither
had context nor any major take-
aways.

There is forecast of scattered
showers in Christchurch and
nothing can be more irritating
than playing a series where the
Gen-Next of Indian cricket
hardly got any game time to
show their prowess.

Out of five white-ball games
that also includes three-match
T20I series, two matches (one
T20I and one ODI) didn't yield
any result and one game (1T20I)
was curtailed significantly and
ended in a tie due to Duck-
worth-Lewis method.

With the series in line,
Shikhar Dhawan and his men
would aim to put up an impact-
ful performance at the pic-
turesque Hagley Oval ground,
which has traditionally helped
the seam bowlers and has an
average score in the 230 range in
the past few years.

The Indian batting in first
Powerplay (first 10 overs) has
been much talked about and
even though skipper Dhawan
has been a prolific ODI opener

over the years, even he under-
stands that to secure his place
for the next World Cup, his
approach needs a sea change.

His young opening partner
Shubman Gill, however, has
shown more intent in shot selec-
tion with scores of 50 and 45 not
out in the two games.

So has Indian cricket's cur-
rent blue-eyed boy Suryakumar
Yadav, whose three sixes in a
short 12.5 overs of play at the
Seddon Park, did send the
Indian supporters into raptures.

But the bigger challenge for
Indian batting line-up will be to
put up an above par score
against New Zealand on a
ground where swing bowlers
have ruled the roost in the past
few ODI games.

And for that, not just the
openers or Surya but the likes of
Rishabh Pant also needs to step
up and be counted.

Rishabh's ODI record is
pretty impressive but currently,
the runs have dried up since the
tour of England (primarily in 20
over cricket) and he is one play-
er, who needs to fire in order to
ensure that Indian middle-order
looks competitive against a qual-
ity Black Caps attack.

Rishabh's presence and lack
of bowling options among the
specialist batters also effective-
ly mean that Sanju Samson has

to once again sit out, like the last
game where Deepak Hooda,
because of his all-round skills,
was preferred over the immense-
ly popular cricketer from Kerala.

Since the last match was a
wash-out, it will be interesting if
interim head coach VVS
Laxman decides to shuffle with
the playing XI, especially the

bowling attack where Kuldeep
Yadav is yet to get an opportu-
nity. But to leave out either Yuz-
vendra Chahal or Washington
Sundar will be doing them a dis-

service.

Shardul Thakur looked
pedestrian in the opening ODI
in Auckland and, in all likeli-
hood, Arshdeep Singh, Deepak
Chahar and the fiery Umran
Malik will continue to lead the
pace attack.

For the New Zealand pacers
Matt Henry, Tim Southee and
Lockie Ferguson, there couldn't
be a better venue to exploit the
frailties in India's batting to the
fullest. Similarly, the Indian
bowling attack would get a con-
ducive bowling track to ask
some probing questions to the
likes of Tom Latham and Kane
Williamson, who have proved to
be the thorn in flesh during the
last game.

TEAMS

India: Shikhar Dhawan (cap-
tain), Shubman Gill, Surya-
kumar Yadav, Shreyas Iyer,
Rishabh Pant (wk), Sanju Sam-
son (wk), Deepak Hooda, Wash-
ington Sundar, Kuldeep Yadav,
Yuzvendra Chahal, Deepak
Chahar, Arshdeep Singh, Shar-
dul Thakur and Umran Malik.
New Zealand: Kane Williamson
(captain), Finn Allen, Devin
Conway, Tom Latham, Daryl
Mitchell, Glenn Phillips, Michael
Bracewell, Tim Southee, Matt
Henry, Adam Milne, Jimmy
Neesham, Mitchell Santner and
Lockie Ferguson.

Unbeaten West Indies upbeat
before 2-test Australian series

AP B WASHINGTON

he West Indies have had lit-

tle success in the shortest
form of cricket lately but veter-
an Jason Holder says that won't
diminish the test team's ambi-
tions for the two-match series
against Australia beginning
Wednesday.

The Caribbean side lost in
the preliminary stage of the
Twenty20 World Cup in late
October in Australia, beaten by
both Ireland and Scotland.
Those losses meant the team
which won the T20 World Cup
in 2012 and 2016 didn't qualify
for the main tournament.

Coach Phil Simmons has
quit and the two tests in
Australia — the second a day-
night match beginning Dec. 8 in
Adelaide — will be his last in
charge.

Holder says the test team is
going in the opposite direction
— unbeaten this year with series
wins at home against Bangla-
desh and England.

"If you look at the nucleus
of this test team it's been togeth-
er for the last five or six years,
which is really important,”
Holder told Australian Associa-
ted Press from Perth, Western
Australia, site of the first test. “In
comparison to the other (West
Indies) sides, there is probably
a little bit more chopping and
changing.

"Our focus right now is test
cricket. We put the Twenty20
World Cup behind us and we are
just try to focus on that”

Five players are in the test
squad that played on the T20
team, including fast bowler
Alzarri Joseph. As a 19-year-old,
Joseph impressed Australian
players during a 2016 net session
in the Caribbean. Joseph will be

making his first test appearance

in Australia — the Caribbean
side hasn't play for the Frank
Worrell Trophy for seven years
Down Under.

"We saw him just bowling
thunderbolts," Australia opener
David Warner said of the 2016
net session. “On those wickets .
.. It was a bit daunting. We just
didn't know where he'd come
from.”

Joseph debuted for the West

Indies two months later and has
since taken 62 wickets in 22 tests.
“He was young back then.
It's good to see him evolve from
then,” Warner told AAP. “He's a
fantastic bowler, he's got a good
record. I faced him in the IPL
when he first came in and took
(six wickets) against us.
“That's what West Indies
cricket needs, they need guys
coming in bowling at high
speeds . . . Back to what they

were in the '80s and '90s”

Both the new stadium in
Perth and the Adelaide Oval are
expected to favor fast bowlers.

Holder confirmed that
Tagenarine Chanderpaul, son of
West Indies legend Shivnarine,
would debut for the visitors.

Meanwhile, Warner said he
will reassess his future at the end
of the test summer in Australia,
with the opener likely to be the
first of the current team to
retire from red-ball cricket.

Warner indicated earlier
this month he could retire from
test cricket within a year and
play on until the 2024 T20
World Cup. The 50-over World
Cup is also scheduled for next
year in India.

“They're the whispers,”
Warner said when asked if this
might be his last test season in
Australia. “I did make some
comments but these legs are still
fresh. I'm still scoring runs. I'll
have to assess again at the end
of the season and speak to the
family”

There are no cowards in Australian
team: Cummins hits back at Langer

PTI M PERTH

Test captain Pat Cummins on
Tuesday strongly hit back at
former coach Justin Langer,
saying there are "no cowards" in
the Australian team and added
that his unsavoury comments
won't distract them ahead of
their Test series against West
Indies.

Last week, Langer had last-
ed out at the "cowards" in the
national team, saying he "hated"

that some players were going
behind his back and leaking
details from inside the dressing
room.

"There's no cowards in an
Australian cricket team, not
ever," Cummins told reporters
on Tuesday ahead of their
opening Test here.

"I'd probably never dis-
close private conversations. I
think it's disappointing some-
times the focus gets drawn to
off-field issues but it hasn't
really affected our team."

Focus on defence as Indian men's hockey
team faces formidable Austraha in 3rd Test

PTI W ADELAIDE

The Indian men's hockey
team will look to address its
defensive woes when it takes on
world's number one side
Australia in the third Test here
on Wednesday, hoping to
bounce back from back-to-back
defeats in the five-match series
here on Wednesday.

A series of defensive lapses
saw world number five India go
down in the first two Tests
despite taking early lead and this
will be area which the team will
need to improve in the third
match. India conceded a last-
minute goal to lose the opening
Test 4-5. In the second game,
they were leading through skip-
per Harmanpreet Singh's third-
minute goal but were blown
away in the final quarter to go
down 4-7.

This series is crucial for both
the teams as it's a part of prepa-
rations for the World Cup in
Bhubaneswar and Rourkela in
Odisha, starting January 13.

"We have gone through the

errors we have made in the first
two matches. Australia is so
quick in converting from the set
plays even if they find the slight-
est of gaps, hence we must
structure our defence better,"
Harmanpreet said.

Both matches were fiercely
fought with India and Australia
going full throttle in their attack.
They have utilized speed to
their advantage and have scored
a total of 20 goals in just two
matches. The two matches also
saw many penalty corners being
traded between both teams.

"When it is high-scoring
matches and both teams are
going full steam in their attack,

one too many penalty corners
are created," Harmanpreet said.

"While we have managed to
create penalty corners and also
score from it, we have given
away quite a few PCs as well
which need to be curtailed in the
upcoming matches."

The series is the first meet-
ing between the two teams after
Australia thrashed India 7-0 in
the CWG final in Birmingham.

Talking about the takeaways
from the two games, Harman-
preet said, "Good interception
and counter attacks continue to
be our plus point. We have also
been on par with Australia in
terms of speed and fitness.

Langer had stepped down
as chief coach in February after
he was not offered a long-term
contract extension by Cricket
Australia.

The 52-year-old had faced
complaints about his "rigid"
coaching style from senior play-
ers such as Aaron Finch, Pat
Cummins and former Test cap-
tain Tim Paine.

However, Langer later
retracted from his comments,
saying "theyre like my little
brothers!"

BCCI serves conflict of
interest notice to its president

PTI W NEW DELHI

CCI ethics officer Vineet

Saran has served a conflict of
interest notice to board president
Roger Binny.

PTT has learnt that Saran has
asked Binny to file a written res-
ponse by December 20 against
the conflict of interest allegations
levelled against him.

The complainant, Sanjeev
Gupta, has alleged that Binny is
conflicted as his daughter-in-law
works for Star Sports which has
home season media rights for
Indian cricket.

"You are hereby informed
that a complaint has been

received under Rule 39(2)(b) of
the Rules and Regulations of
BCCI by the Ethics Officer,
BCCI for breach of Rule 38 (1)
(i) and Rule 38(2) of the said
rules, constituting an instance of
"conflict of interest" on your part.

"You are directed to file
your Written Response to the
accompanying complaint on or
before 20/12/2022. The said
response should be supported by
a duly executed affidavit," wrote
Saran in the notice dated
November 21. World Cup win-
ner Binny had become the 36th
BCCI president in October,
replacing former India captain
Sourav Ganguly.
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Umran’s speed helps me
to deceive batters with
lesser pace: Arshdeep

PTI M CHRISTCHURCH

Their bowling styles are like
chalk and cheese but
Arshdeep Singh finds Umran
Malik's frightening pace benefi-
cial as the batters are always
struggling to adjust due to the
marked difference in their
respective speed.

The Jammu pace sensation
is one of the fastest bowlers in
world cricket alongside South
African Anrich Nortje,
Englishman Mark Wood to
name a few, who regularly hit
150 clicks.

Arshdeep is more of a swing
bowler, who normally when in
rhythm, hits around early 130
kmph mark.

Both the IPL performers
made their ODI debut against
New Zealand in the opening
game in Auckland and the
Punjab man wants the partner-
ship to continue forever.

"It is always good to bowl
alongside Umran and he is also
fun-loving so the dressing room
atmosphere remains nice,"
Arshdeep said ahead of the
third and final ODI against
New Zealand, here on
Wednesday.

"As far as bowling is con-
cerned, I get a lot of benefit from
Umran's bowling as batters need
to adjust heavily from 155 kmph
to 135 kmph. And they get
deceived by pace and we enjoy
bowling with each other. I expect
we are able to continue this part-
nership for longest time," he said.

Having made a name in
T20Is, Arshdeep doesn't want to
change too much while playing
the 50-over format.

"My way of bowling is attack
at the start and defensive at the
end in T20Is. Not very different
in ODIs for me and wherever I
geta chance, I will try to do well."

Fans have a right to criticise

Arshdeep in his short career
has already seen the ugly side of
fandom when he was merciless-
ly trolled on social media after
India's loss to Pakistan in an Asia
Cup game in Dubai. A drunk
fan had also abused him while
he was getting into the team bus.

But showing maturity
beyond years, the 23-year-old
said that he has learnt to take
everything in his stride.

"If you do well, you get love
and praise and when you don't,
the fans have the right to criti-
cise us. They also love the game
and the team. You will get love
and brickbats both along the way
but key is to accept both with
equal humility," Arshdeep said.

Recently in Australia, he got
a lot of support and there were
quite a number of devoted
Arshdeep fans, who would have
his photographs printed on their
T-shirts.

"It feels great to see (people
wearing T-shirt with his photo)
and pen lyrics dedicated to him
but focus is always on the game,
good or bad, one needs to con-
duct one's self well," he said.

For him staying in the
moment is the most important
thing.

"When you play the game,
you want to enjoy rather than
think that I want to be the main
bowler of the side. You want to
stay in the moment rather than
think where I will be one year
down the line. If you stay in pre-
sent, it helps you as a player,” said
Arshdeep, who has 33 wickets in
21 T20Is.

About the rain-affected
series, he said that some things
are beyond anyone's control.

"Weather is not in our con-
trol and even during breaks one
needs to be mentally prepared.
We need to follow the process
and there should be no let up in
preparation,” he concluded.

Anderson excited to be back
in Pakistan after 17 years

AP B RAWALPINDI

The lone survivor of England's last test
tour of Pakistan 17 years ago is feeling
blessed to be back.

James Anderson has worked hard on his
fitness for the last five-six years to still be
spearheading England's bowling attack at the
age of 40, and prolong a test career that start-
ed in 2003 against Zimbabwe at Lord's.

“I'm very fortunate that I'm naturally
quite fit,” he said on Tuesday.

“I feel very fortunate that I'm still here,
very fortunate to be able to be back in
Pakistan after so long”

The fast bowler didn't play in any of the
three tests on that 2005 tour that Pakistan
won 2-0, but he'll be front and center in the
attack without long-time partner Stuart
Broad when the latest three-match series
starts on Thursday.

“We've had an amazing welcome,
Anderson said.

“All the guys are really excited to be back

LV

here, even the guys that weren't here 17 years
ago understand how big a tour this is in
terms of world cricket, not just the two teams
that are here”

Foreign teams avoided touring Pakistan
after the 2009 attack on the Sri Lanka team
bus and Pakistan hosted England in test
series twice in the United Arab Emirates.

L ST

England is now trying to figure out how the
pitch will behave.

Anderson admits he has little idea after
two practice sessions at Pindi Cricket
Stadium in Rawalpindi, venue for the first
test.

In Rawalpindi over the last three years,
Pakistan has beaten Bangladesh and South
Africa while drawing tests against Sri Lanka
and most recently Australia. “I'm not a great
pitch reader;” Anderson said.

“One thing we have noticed is that
there's been a bit of dew around in the morn-
ing when we got here for practice . . . Might
be a little bit of moisture in the wicket early
on. Well, I'll be hoping for that as well”

Anderson has 667 wickets from a stag-
gering 175 test matches, but if subcontinent
pitches play to stereotype then they will chal-
lenge the aggressive plans of England cap-
tain Ben Stokes and coach Brendon
McCullum. “The challenge is trying to find
something in unresponsive pitches,’
Anderson said.

All-round India A take opening-day
honours against Bangladesh A

PTI W COX'S BAZAR (BANGLADESH)

The pace-spin combo of Navdeep Saini
and Saurabh Kumar impressed the
most as India A grabbed the opening-day
honours after a commanding performance
against Bangladesh A in the first unofficial
Test here on Tuesday.

Opting to field after winning the toss,
Saini (3/21), Saurabh (4/23) and Mukesh
Kumar (2/25) helped India A bundle out
their opponents for a paltry 112 in only 45
overs.

In reply, the visitors finished strongly at
120 for no loss to go ahead by eight runs by
the time stumps were drawn. Yashasvi
Jaiswal and India A skipper Abhimanyu
Easwaran were looking good at 61 and 53,
respectively, when play ended on the first
day.

’ After Saini and Mukesh picked up five
of the top six with just 63 runs on the board,
the hosts recovered somewhat to cross three
figures owing to Mosaddek Hossain's 63.

Hossain struck six fours and three sixes
after Bangladesh were reeling at 26 for five
one stage. However, the problem with the
home team was that it's batters also strug-
gled against spin, with left-arm spinner
Saurabh running through the lower-order

to finish with excellent figures.

The 29-year-old Saurabh's performance
assumes significance as he could be draft-
ed into the Indian Test team for the upcom-
ing two-match series in Bangladesh if star
all-rounder Ravindra Jadeja is ruled out.

When their time to bat came, India A
were served well by the duo of young Jaiswal
and Easwaran as the pair not only added 120

runs but also scored them at a good rate.

While Jaiswal struck eight fours in his
106-ball knock, Easwaran found the fence
six times while facing 111 deliveries at the
Sheikh Kamal International Cricket
Stadium.

Even as veteran Easwaran led from the
front, Jaiswal will resume his quest to bring
up a sixth hundred in only his eighth first-
class match and consolidate the visitors' posi-
tion in the opener.

Earlier in the day, Delhi pacer Saini
struck the first blow when he bowled
Mahmudul Hasan Joy, who was beaten by
late swing.

Mukesh had the other opener, Zakir
Hasan caught behind before disturning
Mominul Haque's stumps.

Saini then had Najmul Hossain Shanto
caught at third slip, before skipper Moham-
mad Mithun went for a wide one to leave
Bangladesh A tottering at 26 for five.

Mosaddek sought to revive the innings
but there was no support at the other end.

However, the Indian openers quickly
managed to get the measure of the
Bangladesh bowling attack, as the likes of
Khaled Ahmed, Rejaur Rahman Raja and
Taijul Islam failed to either get a break-
through or contain.

Lakshya regains
career-best sixth
spot, Gayatri-Treesa
breaks into top 20
in BWF rankings

PTI W NEW DELHI

Star Indian shuttler Lakshya
Sen on Tuesday jumped two
spots to regain his career-best
sixth position in the latest BWF
World Rankings.

The 21-year-old from
Almora, who had a stellar run
this season, has 75,024 points
from 23 tournaments.

Kidambi Srikanth and H S
Prannoy remained static at
world number 11 and 12 respec-
tively. Women's doubles pair of
Treesa Jolly and Gayatri
Gopichand broke into the top 20
by jumping two places to world
number 19. The pair, winner of
bronze medal in Birmingham
Commonwealth Games, has
46,020 points from 17 tourna-
ments.

French Open and Com-
monwealth Games champions
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and
Chirag Shetty remained in the
seventh spot in men's doubles.



