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It was uncharted territory for
the Israeli journalist.

Wandering through the rustic
outdoor marketplace in Doha
before the start of the World
Cup, he zeroed in on a Qatari
man in his traditional head-
dress and white flowing robe
and asked for an interview.

“Which channel?” the
Qatari asked. The journalist
replied he was from Kan,
Israel’s public broadcaster. 

The Qatari was stunned.
“Where?” 

“Israel,” the journalist
repeated. A split-second later,
the interview was over.

The exchange ricocheted
around social media, reflecting
the latest political flash point at
the first World Cup in the Arab
world — never mind that nei-
ther Israeli nor Palestinian
national teams are competing
in the tournament. 

Controversy has followed

Israelis and Palestinians pour-
ing into Doha, revealing just
how entrenched and emotive
their violent century-old con-
flict remains, including Israel’s
open-ended occupation of
lands Palestinians want for a
future state.

Palestinians shared footage
of the Doha encounter between
the Qatari man and the Israeli
journalist, along with other
clips of Palestinians and Qataris
angrily confronting Israeli
reporters live on TV. They
viewed it as proof that although
Qatar has permitted Israelis to
fly directly to Doha and receive
consular support for the first
time in history, the conserva-
tive Muslim emirate has no
intention of cozying up to
Israel.

Israel’s Channel 13 sports
reporter, Tal Shorrer, said he
has been shoved, insulted and
accosted by Palestinians and
other Arab fans during his live
reports from the tournament. 

“You are killing babies!” a
few Arab fans yelled as they
rammed into him during a
broadcast this week.

Qatari media meanwhile
has published some such
videos with the caption: “No
to normalization.” 

Officials in Qatar, with
their history of public sup-
port to Palestinians, have
insisted the temporary open-
ing to Israelis was purely to
comply with FIFA hosting
requirements — not a step to
normalizing ties like neigh-
boring Bahrain and the
United Arab Emirates did in
2020. Qatar has warned a
spike in violence in the occu-
pied West Bank or Gaza Strip
would derail the arrange-
ment. Nonetheless, thousands
of Israeli soccer fans are
expected to descend on Doha
for the World Cup, diplomats
say, including some on 10
direct flights planned over the
next month. 
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The Government has fixed
an indicative value for

Delhi’s iconic “The Ashok”
hotel at �7,409 crore under
the national monetisation
programme, according to
sources.

The Ashok and hotel
Samrat are among the eight
ITDC assets listed under the
National  Monetisation
Pipeline (NMP) announced
by Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman last year.

The sources said investor
consultation has already been
undertaken and a Cabinet
Committee on Economic
Affairs note for the sale of the
sprawling 25-acre property
in the heart of Delhi is under
consideration.

������	�
�����������
�

���
������	
�
�������
���������� ��
��	��	�����	��	�
���������	��	�����	��������
�����
��	��
�	��	�	��	�����
����������	������� 	!"� �

����
��#	�"�	��������	��	"�

�$���
�
	��	���
�	������%�
���!�	������	��"����
	���
�� ���&	!"�	��	�����#	�  �#������
��	'�  ��#	(����� ���	)��� 
*"��"�##�+


���������	�����
������
������
�
������
���������� ,"�	�� "�	�� ���	"��
���-�
	��.�	'��.��	����	�"�	� ��
��	��"��� �	���
��	������

������	����	�����!� �&	!"�
��
��!���	�	�����"��
�� �#���"	����	��	���� �	��#"�
"����	��	,"���
��	��	�"�
/�������	�������	
���������
0/�
1	"���&	������� �	���
+
��!�.��&	�� ���	���
	�"�	��!
�  �#�
 �	���
	��	�����!� �	��
���	"��	 �.�2��	�������	�"��

"�
�� '��%�	��
�	��	���	��	��
����.���
+	

�������


��������
������ ���	��
��

After his diktat banning the
entry of a lone girl or a

group of girls into the Jama
Masjid created a furore and saw
Delhi Lieutenant Governor
Vinai Kumar Saxena’s inter-
vention, Shahi Imam Ahmed
Bukhari on Thursday revoked
the order.

The order barring the entry
of women “who come alone”
and use it as a place to “meet
boys for dating” led to wide-
spread outrage with National
Commission for Women and
the Delhi Commission for
Women condemning the deci-
sion as  “repressive” and “unac-
ceptable.”

Saxena spoke to Bukhari
and requested him to rescind
the order. The Shahi Imam
agreed with the condition that
the visitors respect and main-
tain the sanctity of the mosque.

Earlier, the Jama Masjid
also posted signs outside the

mosque notifying tourists that
girls are not allowed inside.
“Jama Masjid mein ladki ya
ladkiyon ka akele daakhla
mana hai (the entry of a girl,
or girls is not permitted to
enter in Jama Masjid alone),”
reads the notice by the admin-
istration.

However, the order said,
women will be permitted to
enter the mosque with their
husbands or families. The
notices, which have no date,
came up a few days ago outside
the three main entry gates,
sources in the famed mosque’s
administration said.
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With the Shraddha Walkar
murder case in Delhi

making headlines in the
national media, a similar inci-
dent has been reported from
Sitapur in Uttar Pradesh where
a man has been arrested for
chopping his wife into pieces.

“My wife was addicted to
drugs and she left home to stay
with different people. This dis-
turbed me as I could not tol-
erate her sleeping with other
men so after all my attempts
failed to check her behaviour,
I decided to get rid of her,” con-
fessed Pankaj Maurya, the
husband, arrested for brutal-
ly killing his wife Jyoti, alias
Sneha, in Sitapur.

“With the help of my
friends, I chopped my wife
into pieces and disposed of
them in different localities,” he

said.
The police recovered the

body parts of Jyoti  from
Gulariha area. Pankaj and his
friend Durjan Pasi have been
arrested. 

This sensational killing
came close on heels to the bru-
tal murder of Shraddha
Walker by her live-in partner
Aftab Poonawalla, who killed
her and sawed her body into
35 pieces in Delhi.

Besides Sitapur, another
such brutal killing over ‘hatred’
came to light last week in
Azamgarh, where a lover
beheaded a girl, chopped her
body into six pieces and threw
them in a well. The accused,
Prince Yadav, arrested by the
police earlier this week, also
confessed to have developed
“hatred” for his lover Aradhana
Prajapati (24) after she married
another youth when he went to
Dubai for a job. 
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Lt General Asim Munir, a
former Inter Intelligence

Services (ISI) chief on
Thursday was named as the
new chief of the all powerful
Pakistan Army. He was the spy
agency head during the
Pulwama fidayeen attack in
Kashmir in 2019 where 40
Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) personnel were killed.

Given the Pakistan Army
and ISI’s role in fomenting
terrorism in Jammu & Kashmir
and its hard stance vis-à-vis
peace talks with India to restore
normalcy, the Indian security
establishment is not optimistic
about any change in the present
tense situation between the

two neighbours, sources said.
Munir will take over from

incumbent General Qamar
Javed Bajwa, who is set to
retire on November 29 after a
three-year extension. He
declined another extension.
Munir,  a Frontier Force
Regiment officer, is reported
to be close to the outgoing
chief, sources said. 

Incidentally, Munir was
all set to retire on November
27, two days before Bajwa
before the announcement was
made on Thursday. Reports
indicated Pakistan Prime

Minister Shehbaz Sharif fol-
lowed the principle of
appointing the senior most
officer as the Army chief.
He will be the 17th Army
chief of Pakistan.

As the Pakistan Army has
dominated the country’s pol-
itics for more than 50 years
and greatly influenced its for-
eign policy, especially con-
cerning India, the security
establishment here will take a
guarded approach and wait
and watch how things unfold
in the next few months after
Munir takes over, sources said.
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The Supreme Court on
Thursday questioned the

“haste” and “tearing hurry” in
appointing Arun Goel as the
Election Commissioner. 

Goel’s appointment file
showed the entire process to
place him as the Election
Commissioner took less than
24 hours after the 1985 batch
IAS officer got voluntary retire-
ment from service. 

The SC went through the
original file of Goel’s appoint-
ment as an EC. The Centre
placed the file before the bench
in pursuance of Wednesday’s
direction given by the SC. 

The Centre vehemently
resisted the observations, with
Attorney General R
Venkataramani saying the
whole issue pertaining to the
appointment of Goel be looked
into its entirety. The SC
reserved the matter for judg-
ment. 

A five-judge Constitution
bench headed by Justice KM
Joseph perused the Centre’s
original file pertaining to Goel’s

appointment as EC. “What
kind of evaluation is this?
Although, we are not ques-
tioning the merits of Goel’s cre-
dentials but the process,” asked
the judge pursuing the files. 

“This was moved on
November 18. Then the names
are examined. Then the Prime
Minister comes in ... Is it (usu-
ally) done in such haste, with
such tearing urgency,” Justice
Joseph asked Attorney General
R Venkataramani, who was
appearing for the Central
Government. “You did it in one
day. On November 18. The file
shows it,” he added. 

“According to your first
page, this vacancy has been
since May 15. Can you show us
that from May to November,
what was it that weighed on the
Government that everything
must be done superfast in
November. We know that
where there is a will there is a
way,” Justice Ajay Rastogi said.
He also said the notification of
appointment was issued the
very same day, November 18. 

As the bench questioned
the “lightning speed” with

which Goel was appointed as
an EC and also that his file did
not even move within depart-
ments for 24 hours, the Centre
through Venkataramani vehe-
mently urged the bench not to
make observations without
looking into the entire issue
pertaining to the appointment
process.

During the hearing, lawyer
Prashant Bhushan attempted to
make submissions before the
bench when the Attorney
General was arguing. “Please
hold your mouth for a while,”
the top-most law officer told
Bhushan.

The top court reserved its
verdict on a batch of pleas seek-
ing a collegium-like system
for the appointment of ECs and
the Chief Election
Commissioner and asked the
parties to file written submis-
sion in five days. Justice Ajay
Rastogi, who is also a part of
the bench, told Venkataramani,
“You have to listen to the court
carefully and answer the ques-
tions. We are not on individual
candidates but on the process.”
The Attorney General said he

is bound to answer the ques-
tions of the court. 

The top court said the
1985-batch IAS officer got vol-
untary retirement from service
in a single day, his file was
cleared by the Law Ministry in
a single day, a panel of four
names was put up before the
Prime Minister and Goel’s
name got the nod from the
President within 24 hours.  The
bench, which also comprised
Justices Aniruddha Bose,
Hrishikesh Roy and CT
Ravikumar, said none of the
four names in the panel were
“carefully hand-picked” by the
Law Minister so that they could
complete a six-year tenure. 

Venkataramani respond-
ed that there is a mechanism
and criteria for selection and
there cannot be a scenario
where the Government has to
look back at every officers’
track record and ensure that he
completes the six-year tenure.
Referring to Goel’s appoint-
ment, the Attorney General
said his profile is important and
not the voluntary retirement
which is being made an issue. 

The bench said the 1991
Act says the EC’s tenure is of six
years and the Government has
to ensure that the person who
holds the post completes the
stipulated period. 

The top court said it is
“struggling” to find the reasons
and objects on how the Law
Minister selected a panel of
four names who were not going
to complete the stipulated six-
year tenure.
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On a day when former
Rajasthan Deputy Chief

Minister Sachin Pilot joined
Rahul Gandhi and Priyanka
Gandhi in their ongoing Bharat
Jodo Yatra, Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot on
Thursday made a shocking
claim that  he has enough
proof that  the BJP paid  Pilot
and his few associate MLAs
�10 crore each to stage a rebel-
lion against his Government
two and half years ago.

In an interview to NDTV,
Gehlot  termed Pilot a “gaddar”
(traitor)  and said he  did not
know when the  high com-
mand indicated to make  Pilot
Chief Minister since he is the
only point man of high com-
mand in the State. “I do not
have any indication. I am with
the high command,” he said.  

On the question of the
Gehlot camp not accepting
Pilot, he said, “How will they
accept the man who has com-
mitted betrayal? Our MLAs
and I myself have suffered
because of him.”

This is the second time in
a month that Gehlot  vented his
anger  against Pilot in public.
But today he virtually chal-
lenged the high command by
indicating he would not accept
Pilot as his replacement at any

cost. Gehlot’s  next move will
be keenly watched now. His
relation with Gandhis, in par-
ticular,    all but ended  after he
refused to relinquish the post
of CM for Pilot and head the
Congress as its president.

Gehlot’s scathing attack on
Pilot has  further widened the
fissures in the Congress party
in Rajasthan, where Assembly
polls are slated next year. The
Bharat Jodo Yatra, led by
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi,
is also set to enter Rajasthan
next weekend.

Pilot chose not to react
directly and attack Gehlot,  but
he said it was unbecoming of

an experienced person like
him to use such language and
the priority should be to fight
to defeat the BJP as well as
strengthen Rahul’s hand. 

Pilot said, “Gehlot has been
calling me ‘nikamma, naakara,
gaddar and so on’ but it was not
part of his upbringing to use
such language.”

“I have seen Gehlot’s state-
ments today aimed against
me. Someone who is so expe-
rienced, senior and whom
party has given so much, it is
unbecoming of someone with
such experience to use this
language, make such com-
pletely false and baseless alle-

gations. It serves no purpose
when we have to fight BJP
unitedly....Previously also
Ashok Gehlot ji has been
making such allegations
against me for a long time,”
the former Union Minister
said.

The priority right now is
to win the Assembly elec-
tions in Gujarat where Gehlot
is the senior observer of the
party and it is also important
to strengthen the hand of
Rahul, who has spent the last
three months walking 2,000
km in the Bharat Jodo Yatra to
challenge divisive forces, and
that of the party, Pilot said.
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PNS     DEHRADUN

MCD to open tender for door to door
garbage collection on Nov 30

Anew agency will start door to door
garbage collection service in 47 of the

100 wards of the Municipal Corporation
of Dehradun (MCD) from the first week
of December. After handing over the op-
eration of the solid waste management
and recycling plant in Sheeshambada to a
Bhopal based agency from Ramky Enviro
Engineers Limited (REEL), MCD will

soon select a new company for door to
door services in 47 wards. These wards are
presently being managed by REEL’s sister
company Chennai MSW Private Limited
and would be soon relieved of its duties
next month too. The chief municipal
health officer Dr Avinash Khanna said
that the tender floated by MCD to select a
new agency for door to door service will

be opened on November 30. He said that
it is expected to take a few days to com-
plete the required subsequent proceed-
ings and the new agency will take over
door to door service. The corporation is
taking actions to improve the sanitation
condition of the city and since door to
door service is an important part of it,
MCD would choose an efficient agency
on November 30, added Khanna. 

PNS     HARIDWAR
Man found printing counterfeit notes in rented home

The Haridwar police seized counterfeit currency amounting to Rs
29,800 from the home of a man after he was first caught red handed

trying to use the counterfeit notes. According to the police, a person had
reached a shop in Brahmpuri of SIIDCUL area at 9 PM on Wednesday to
collect goods.  On receiving the money, the shopkeeper got suspicious of
the Rs 100 and Rs 200 denomination notes
and caught the suspect. On the information
of the nearby shopkeepers, the police also
reached the spot and interrogated the sus-
pect.  SIIDCUL police station inspector
Pramod Uniyal said that the accused identi-
fied himself as Naresh Kumar Saini, a native
of Bijnor district in Uttar Pradesh currently
residing in Dheerwali area of Jwalapur. The
police then search the rented accommoda-
tion of the accused where they found coun-
terfeit notes of RS 100 and Rs 200
denomination amounting to Rs 29,800. The
printer and dye used by the accused for mak-
ing the counterfeit notes were also seized. The
police are investigating the matter further to
check for his accomplices or gang.
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CANDID NOTES

Gajendra Singh Negi

PNS     NAINITAL

HC upholds termination
of ad hoc employees
from Vidhan Sabha

The Uttarakhand High
Court has upheld the Vid-

han Sabha secretariat order
terminating the services of its
ad hoc employees. The High
Court double bench of Chief
Justice Vipin Sanghi and Jus-
tice RC Khulbe upheld the
termination of the ad hoc em-
ployees and quashed the ear-
lier order of the court’s single
bench which had ordered a
stay on the termination or-
ders. The verdict on Thursday
was delivered while hearing
on special appeals filed by the
Vidhan Sabha secretariat
against the earlier order of the
single bench. The double
bench stated that a stay cannot
be ordered on the termination
order.

The Vidhan Sabha secre-
tariat informed the court that
the appointments of the said
employees were made on an
ad hoc basis and that accord-
ing to the conditions, their
services could be terminated
at any time without providing
a cause or serving notice. It

was further stated that these
appointments were made in
violation of the Vidhan Sabha
service rules. On the other
hand, the counsel for the ter-
minated employees stated that
the Vidhan Sabha speaker had
violated Article 14 of the con-
stitution while terminating
their services. It was stated
that ad hoc employees ap-
pointed between 2016 and
2021 were terminated while
those appointed from 2000 to
2015 were regularised earlier.
Babita Bhandari, Bhupendra
Singh Bisht, Kuldeep Singh
and 102 other terminated ad
hoc employees had challenged
the termination orders in the
High Court. They had stated

that the termi-
nation of their
services was
ordered on
September 27,
28 and 29 cit-
ing public in-
terest but the
specific reason
for their termi-
nation was not

mentioned. The petitioners
had further contended that
396 backdoor appointments
were made in the Vidhan
Sabha from 2002 to 2015 but
these were regularised. It will
be recalled that based on the
findings and recommenda-
tions of the three-member ex-
pert committee formed to
ascertain the validity of the
backdoor appointments, the
Vidhan Sabha speaker Ritu
Khanduri had ordered the ter-
mination of the services of ad
hoc employees appointed be-
tween 2016 and 2021. The ex-
pert committee had
concluded that the said ap-
pointments were made in vio-
lation of the rules.

Police arrest woman and
partner for killing
ex-husband for property
PNS     DEHRADUN

Awoman and her alleged
lover were arrested on

Thursday by Dehradun police
for allegedly killing her ex-
husband for property. The po-
lice have claimed to have
nabbed both the accused
within 12 hours of the com-
plaint being filed. Addressing
the media here on Thursday,
the Dehradun Senior Superin-
tendent of Police (SSP) Daleep

Singh Kunwar informed that
police received information
on Wednesday morning about
a dead body lying in a house
in Baluwala village in Sa-
haspur. The police team
reached the spot and called
the forensic team for analysis.
The police registered a com-
plaint of the murder filed by
Pushpa Devi, sister of the de-
ceased Guman Singh, under
relevant sections and started
investigation. The SSP said
that several police teams were
formed to work on different
aspects of the case to nab the
killer as soon as possible. The
police checked 45 CCTV
camera footage of the area and
collected evidence through
surveillance and other means
that led to the arrest of the al-
leged lover of the deceased’s
ex- wife, Ranjit Singh Negi in
Sahaspur on Thursday. The
police arrested him along with

two SIM cards, two mobiles
and a bike he used during
Guman Singh’s murder, in-
formed SSP. He said that Negi,
a resident of Tehri district, was
allegedly involved in the mur-
der too. Asha, ex-wife of the
deceased was also arrested
later and confessed of murder-
ing Guman. The SSP said that
Asha stated during the inquiry
that she and Guman got di-

vorced in 2013 but their chil-
dren have been living with
him. She said that her hus-
band recently sold a house in
Baluwala and was spending
money on recreational activi-
ties. She said that he did not
give her or their children any
money and accused him of
being violent too.  “She made
a plan to kill Guman Singh
along with Ranjit Negi who
she claimed to have a close re-
lationship with. She said that
they met in a factory in Se-
laqui where they both work.
She said that she called the ex-
husband to her house in
Baluwala on Wednesday and
gave him sleeping pills with
food. Both accused strangled
him with a rope and left the
scene after taking his mobile
phone. The accused will be
produced before the court,”
said the SSP. 

HC decision on terminated employees
a victory for justice: VS speaker
PNS     DEHRADUN

The speaker of Uttarakhand
Vidhan Sabha Ritu Khan-

duri has termed the decision
of the double bench of Ut-
tarakhand High Court quash-
ing the stay imposed by the
single bench on the termina-
tion of 228 ad hoc employees
of Vidhan Sabha as vindica-
tion of her stand on the issue.
Interacting with the media
persons on Thursday she said
that the decision is a victory
for justice. Khanduri asserted
that she had said earlier also
that she would not hesitate to

take tough decisions in the in-
terests of the youth. She clari-
fied that she is not against the

employees but against the
whole process of their em-
ployment.

To investigate the charges of
backdoor appointments in
Vidhan Sabha secretariat,
Khanduri had appointed a
three-member committee
headed by former bureaucrat
DK Kotia in the month of
September. 

In its report the committee
found that the appointments
were made in gross violation

of all the norms. It said that no
selection committee was set
up for making the ad hoc ap-

pointments, no advertisement
was issued, no competitive ex-
aminations were held, the
names of eligible candidates
were not sought from the em-
ployment exchange and no
applications were invited. It
also found that the appoint-
ments were made on individ-
ual applications.

Acting on the recommen-
dation of the committee, the
speaker on September 23 can-
celled the appointment of 228
ad hoc employees recruited in
the years 2016, 2020 and 2021.
These appointments were
made during the tenure of
Govind Singh Kunjwal and
Prem Chand Agarwal as the
Assembly speakers. The ter-
minated employees ap-
proached the HC to challenge
the decision of their termina-
tion. On October 15 the
bench of Justice Manoj Kumar
Tiwari ordered a stay on the
termination of their services.
This stay was vacated by the
double bench of HC on
Thursday which has dashed
the hopes of these 228 em-
ployees of being reinstated to
their earlier posts. However
their counsel has said that
they would now approach the
Supreme Court.

Babus bashed

Probably perturbed by the continued sloppiness in admin-
istration and unbridled behaviour of babudom of Hi-

malayan State, chief minister Pushkar Singh Dhami found the
inaugural session of the Sashakt Uttarakhand @ 25, Chintan
Shivir organised at Lal Bahadur Shastri National Academy of
Administration (LBSNAA) Mussoorie as a perfect platform to
vent out his anger. In an acrid assault on the functioning of the
bureaucracy, he said that it is more interested in keeping things
complicated. He also spoke on the tendency of babus to pass
the buck and remain engaged in worthless talks and promot-
ing political grapevines. Taking help of anecdotes such as the
fish which first opens its mouth to bite the bait gets finished
first, Dhami sent shudders down the spine of babus by disclos-
ing that he is privy to every action of theirs because of a robust
feedback system he has. Having understood the mood of the
CM, the chief secretary further bashed the bureaucrats by ask-
ing them to shed their ego and mindset of saying no and in-
stead focus on being a facilitator of things. On a stern note he
asked the officers to either mend ways or take retirement. The
plainspeak by the duo left the babus sweating in the cool
heights of Mussoorie. 

Legal tangles 

The problems for the high profile independent MLA from
Khanpur, Umesh Kumar seems to be compounding with

the Uttarakhand High Court admitting a petition challenging
his election to the State Assembly.  The petition claimed that
Kumar has deliberately withheld information about many
criminal cases pending against him in different courts in the
affidavit submitted at the time of filing of his nomination pa-
pers in the Assembly election. This setback to Kumar has come
close on heels of the decision of the Uttarakhand government
that the Special Leave Petition (SLP) in the Supreme Court
against the decision of HC in sedition case on Kumar would
not be taken back. The U turn of the State government in this
case clearly shows that former CM Trivendra Singh Rawat suc-
ceeded in having his way on the issue despite every effort by
the powerful sympathisers of Kumar. Pertinently a petition
claiming that Kumar has blatantly violated the provisions of
the anti defection law by joining a political party after being
elected as an independent from Khanpur in the Assembly elec-
tion is pending with the speaker of Uttarakhand Vidhan
Sabha.

Store story  

The position of the in-charge of the store of the Government
Doon Medical College (GDMC) hospital has become a

bone of contention among some of the staff members of the
institute. It is learnt that the aspirants are using every trick in
the book to get the plum assignment. The jumbo budget of the
store department of the biggest hospital of the State in the gov-
ernment sector is said to be the reason for the mad rush for
the post. Interestingly the procurements done by this depart-
ment had come under lens in the past also following which
some changes were made in the process but it appears that it
has failed to take the sheen off the position of store in-charge.  

FILE PIC

Mahara attacks Dhami
Govt on SLP U-turn,
says red tapism prevails
in State's governance 
PNS     DEHRADUN

Questioning the flip flop
done by the State govern-

ment on the Special Leave Pe-
tition (SLP) filed in the
Supreme Court challeng-
ing the decision of Ut-
tarakhand High Court in
the sedition case filed
against the Khanpur MLA
Umesh Kumar the
Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee (PCC) president
Karan Mahara has termed
the State government as
spineless.  Interacting with
the media persons, Ma-
hara claimed that internal
squabbling is at its peak in
the Uttarakhand unit of
Bharatiya Janata Party. He said
former CM Trivendra Singh
Rawat had filed an SLP in the
SC but his successor decided
to withdraw it. But, when a
furore was raised within the
party, the government took a
U-turn. Mahara said that the
whole episode has put up a se-
rious question mark on the
decision making capacity of
the CM. He further added that
CM Dhami' statement that he
was kept in the dark on the
issue of SLP  is very serious
and shows the lack of  his ad-
ministrative skills. “The CM
should clarify who was re-
sponsible for keeping him in
the dark and what action has
been taken against the per-
son,’’ he said.

Mahara further said that no
action has been taken against
the Director General of Police
who was responsible for mak-
ing the recording of his inter-
action with the parents of
Ankita Bhandari public. He
said that the law and order
condition in the State is poor
and the Ankita Bhandari mur-

der case, Kedar Bhandari case
, the death of  the wife of a
Jyestha Pramukh in Udham
Singh Nagar district in cross

firing involving the Uttar
Pradesh police are some of the
examples of failure of State po-
lice. Mahara said that in the
Mussoorie conclave of the of-
ficers, the CM's statement that
the officers are passing the
buck clearly shows that red
tape prevails in the gover-
nance of Uttarakhand and the
CM has no control over the
bureaucracy.  He said that al-
most all the accused in the Ut-
tarakhand Subordinate
Services Selection Commis-
sion (UKSSSC) paper leak
case have come out of the jail
and in this case also the names
of the prominent people in-
volved are yet to be disclosed.

In response to a question on
the internal differences in the
State Congress, the PCC pres-
ident said that the party is
united.  “All the senior leaders
of the party cannot remain to-
gether in all programmes. It is
not a class. When Pritam
Singh was holding the protest
in Dehradun I was in Hald-
wani. Similarly Harish Rawat
was somewhere else,’’ he said.

Natural for Congress
to maintain its negative
attitude: BJP
PNS     DEHRADUN

Stating that the Congress
has maintained its negative

attitude, the Bharatiya Janata
Party State president Mahen-
dra Bhatt said that it would be
better if the opposition gave
important suggestions in the
dialogue for preparing the
roadmap for the State’s devel-
opment. He was responding to
the statements made by the
Pradesh Congress Committee
president. He said that instead
of constructive suggestions,
the Congress has once again
entered the arena with its neg-
ative attitude, which is natural.

“The deliberations held for
preparing the development
road map and the plans made
in the interaction will defi-
nitely help in achieving the
chief minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami’s vision of making Ut-
tarakhand a leading State by
2025. During the term of the
BJP government in the past
six years, the State has once
again started moving on the
development track. During
the Chintan Shivir in Mus-
soorie, the discussions held on
Uttarakhand’s financial re-

sources, speeding up indus-
trial development, possibilities
in tourism-pilgrimage, agri-
culture, health, skill develop-
ment, education and other

aspects are appreciable. Our
focus is on meeting the expec-
tations of the people of the
State and making Uttarak-
hand among the best States
under Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s directions. How-
ever, the Congress leaders
who have been repeatedly re-
jected by the public and still
do not contemplate on their
shortcomings cannot be ex-
pected to understand the im-
portance of such
deliberations,” said the BJP
State president.

IT Dept conducts raid
at 17 properties in
Dehradun & Rishikesh 
PNS     DEHRADUN

The Income Tax depart-
ment on Thursday con-

ducted raids at 11 properties
in Dehradun and six proper-
ties in Rishikesh that belong to
prominent businessmen, in-
vestors and property dealers
of Dehradun. According to
sources, a team from Delhi
reached Dehradun and
Rishikesh early on Thursday
morning and started raids
around 9 AM simultaneously
in the two cities to ascertain
alleged tax evasion, as per the
sources. The raid in Dehradun
was conducted under the su-
pervision of the department's
additional director in
Dehradun Thakur Mapwal
and deputy director Ritesh
Bhatt. According to sources,

the tax team analysed several
documents in the house and
office premises in Dehradun
and Rishikesh from around 9
AM till evening. The raid was
conducted in the properties of
many businessmen and prop-
erty dealers including the
owner of a prominent hotel on
Haridwar Road and five prop-
erty dealers. The department
also conducted raids at prop-
erties belonging to the busi-
nessmen and property dealers
in Saharanpur and Delhi too
under the supervision of re-
spective department heads, as
per the sources. However, the
officials divulged no specific
details regarding the raids till
late evening.

HC fines DFOs Rs
10K each, summons
senior officials

PNS     NAINITAL

The Uttarakhand High
Court has imposed a

penalty of Rs 10,000 each on
every divisional forest officer
and summoned the Forest
and Environment secretary,
Uttarakhand Environment
Protection and Pollution
Control Board (UEPPCB)
secretary along with the
commissioners of Garhwal
and Kumaon for not imple-
menting its earlier order re-
garding garbage disposal and
plastic waste along with up-
loading the maps of Gram
Panchayats online. The DFOs
will have to pay the fine from
their own pockets.

The court has also told the
government to train its offi-
cials in waste management
rules so that they compre-
hend their responsibility. The
bench of Chief Justice Vipin
Sanghi and Justice RC
Khulbe also ordered that ho-
tels, multiplexes, malls and
banquet halls to themselves
transport their plastic waste
to the recycling plant failing

which the directors of Urban
Development and Panchayati
Raj will take action against
them.

It will be recalled that ear-
lier the HC had ordered the
DFOs to facilitate waste dis-
posal to the village level and
also upload Gram Panchayat
maps online. Companies sell-
ing items packed in plastic
were directed to themselves
clear their plastic trash
within 15 days or compen-
sate the local body for the
task, failing which they were
to be banned.

Almora resident Jitendra
Yadav had filed a petition in
the HC stating that registra-
tion of producers, manufac-
turers, brand owners and
exporters in the UEPPCB is
mandatory. Their products
should be banned in Uttarak-
hand if they do not register
or do not facilitate the dis-
posal of the waste generated
from their products.

Officials failed to effectively
implement earlier orders on
garbage disposal & plastic waste

STF arrests UP man with 16,080 capsules & 500 injectables
PNS     DEHRADUN

The Anti Narcotics Task
Force (ANTF) under Ut-

tarakhand State Task Force
(STF) claimed to have seized a
total of 16,080 prescription
capsules and 500 injectable
drugs from Gangnahar area in
Haridwar district late on
Wednesday night. The author-
ities also arrested Afzal
Ahmad, of Behat in Saharan-
pur district (UP) on a tip off
for the possession of the con-
trolled drugs. The Senior Su-
perintendent of Police (SSP)
of STF, Ayush Agrawal in-
formed that the accused was
arrested near the Paniyala

highway in Gangnahar
with the contraband. He
said that the accused was
entering the district from
Saharanpur late at night
on his motorcycle with the
intention of selling the
contraband. The ANTF
has filed a case against the
accused in Gangnahar po-
lice station for illegal pos-
session of controlled
substances under the Nar-
cotic Drugs and Psy-
chotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act. The SSP said

that considering the increas-
ing cases of drug addiction
across the State, the STF has
been taking consistent actions
against drug smugglers and
peddlers to achieve the aim of
making the State drug-free.
He said that under the drug-
free Devbhoomi campaign
launched by chief minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami, STF
has so far arrested 13 accused,
seized 21,886 injectables,
18,750 pills, six kilogrammes
of Ganja and 782 grammes
Charas in seven cases. The

SSP also released numbers
01352656202 and 9412029536
and appealed to the public to
contact STF through these
numbers if they find anyone
involved in the selling or
smuggling of illegal drugs
anywhere in the State.

STF appoints DSPs to resolve
complex cases in districts
PNS     DEHRADUN

The STF SSP Ayush
Agrawal has appointed

Deputy Superintendent of
Police (DSP) (Operation) in
each district to solve complex
cases of cyber crime, online
fraud and drug smuggling
among others. He organised
a coordination meeting on
Thursday for the appointed
officials of all districts in
Dehradun. He told the offi-

cials to form joint teams to
solve cases and nab the cul-
prits on time, especially in
online fraud and cyber
crimes. He asked the officials
to regularly analyse the Sus-
picious Transaction Report
(STR) provided by the Re-
serve Bank of India (RBI) to
take action against financial
frauds besides spreading
awareness of RBI rules.
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The Indian Air Force will
conduct the annual joint

humanitarian assistance and
disaster relief (HADR) exercise
'Samanvay 2022' from
November 28 to 30 at Air
Force Station, Agra to assess the
efficacy of institutional disas-
ter management structures and
contingency measures.

Along with involvement
of various stakeholders from
the country, the exercise will
see participation by represen-
tatives from the Association of
Southeast Nations (ASEAN)
countries as well. 

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh will be chief guest for the
capability demonstration
events planned during the exer-
cise on 29 November, IAF offi-
cials said here on Thursday. 

The exercise will comprise
a seminar on disaster manage-
ment, a 'Multi Agency Exercise'
involving static and flying dis-
plays of various HADR assets
and a 'Table Top Exercise.'
‘Samanvay 2022’ will promote
a synergistic approach towards
HADR by various national and
regional stakeholders involved

in disaster management includ-
ing the civil administration, the
Armed Forces, National
Disaster Management
Authority (NDM), National
Disaster Relief Force(NDRF),
Defence Research and
D e v e l o p m e n t
Organisation(DRDO), Border
Roads Organisation(BRO) and
Indian Meteorological
Department(IMD)besides oth-
ers. 

This multi agency engage-
ment is expected to contribute
in the evolution of institution-
al frameworks for effective
communication, interoper-
ability, cooperation and their
application for successful con-
duct of HADR.

The exercise also aims to
provide a unique platform for
exchange of domain knowl-
edge, experience and best prac-
tices with the participating
ASEAN member countries.
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Taking exception to a US
report claiming that reli-

gious freedom and related
human rights are under threat
here, India on Thursday
termed them as “biased and
inaccurate.” 

Making this observation
here, Ministry of External
Affairs spokesperson Arindam
Bagchi also said the US
Commission for International
Religious Freedom's latest
observations continues to be
guided by its prejudices and
pursues a motivated agenda.

The US Commission on
International Religious
Freedom (USCIRF) is a
Congressional-appointed body.
Its recommendations are, how-
ever, not mandatory to be
implemented by the US State
Department.

Religious freedom and
related human rights in India
are under ongoing threat, the
USCIRF alleged on Tuesday in
an unusual year-end update of
the status of its assessment of
religious freedom in the coun-
try. 

Asked about the report at
a media briefing, Bagchi said,

"We consider these biased and
inaccurate observations about
India by USCIRF. They
(USCIRF) have a tendency to
consistently misrepresent facts
and this shows their lack of
understanding of India, our
constitutional framework, plu-
rality and our robust democ-
ratic system."

"Given its past record, we
are not surprised to see that
USCIRF continues to be guid-
ed by its prejudices and pursues
a motivated agenda that calls
into question its own credibil-
ity," Bagchi said.

In its 2022 Annual Report
earlier this year, the USCIRF
had recommended that the
US Department of State desig-
nate India as a "country of par-
ticular concern" for engaging in
or tolerating systematic, ongo-
ing, and egregious religious
freedom violations, as set forth

by the International Religious
Freedom Act. The US State
Department has refused to
incorporate the commission's
recommendations so far.
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Amid a spike in measles
cases in pockets of States

like Maharashtra, Gujarat,
Haryana and Jharkhand, the
WHO and the US Centers for
Disease Control (CDC) have
set off an alarm pointing out
that globally a record high of
nearly 40 million kids have
missed a dose of the measles
vaccine last year due to hurdles
created by the Covid-19 pan-
demic.

This is likely to result in the
spiraling of cases given that the
air-borne viral disease is high-
ly contagious. In India, as pre-
ventive measures, the Centre
has already asked all the States
to consider administering one
additional dose of Measles and
Rubella vaccines to all children,
aged 9 months to 5 years, in
vulnerable areas. 

So far, a high number of
cases has been reported from
certain districts of Bihar,
Gujarat, Haryana, Jharkhand,
Kerala and Maharashtra where
the contagious disease has
claimed 11 kids and infected

over 223.  However, to prevent
the disease from spreading
and to achieve herd immunity,
the Government will have to
ensure that at least 95 per cent
of children need to receive the
vaccine as also been suggested
by the WHO and the CDC in
their joint report released
recently. 

As per the US CDC, India
has the highest number of
cases in the world between
April and September 2022.
Pakistan is seventh on the list

with 3,635 cases, while the US
has 33 cases so far. 

Terming Measles, an
"imminent threat" around the
world, the top health bodies
noted that despite a two-dose
vaccine that is more than 97per
cent effective at preventing
infection being available for
decades, gains made at beating
back the potentially dangerous
childhood disease have been
lost during the Covid-19 pan-
demic.

To prevent the disease from

spreading and to achieve herd
immunity, the top health bod-
ies say that at least 95 per cent
of children need to receive the
vaccine. The report found that
specifically, 25 million missed
their first dose and 14.7 million
missed their second dose last
year. 

"The paradox of the pan-
demic is that while vaccines
against Covid-19 were devel-
oped in record time and
deployed in the largest vacci-
nation campaign in history,

routine immunization pro-
grams were badly disrupted,
and millions of kids missed out
on life-saving vaccinations
against deadly diseases like
measles," said Dr. Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO
Director-General, in a state-
ment. 

"Getting immunization
programs back on track is
absolutely critical. Behind every
statistic in this report is a child
at risk of a preventable disease,"
the statement continued.
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India has raised the issue
regarding the issue of its

wanted fugitive Zakir Naik’s
extradition with Qatar and will
continue with its efforts to
make him face legal procedures
here.

This assertion by the min-
istry of external affairs here on
Thursday came following
reports of Naik, now a
Malaysian national, being invit-
ed to Qatar, where he is sched-
uled to deliver religious lectures

throughout the ongoing FIFA
World Cup. Qatar reportedly
has denied extending an invi-
tation to Naik for the inaugu-
ration of the FIFA world cup on
November 20 in Doha.  The
denial sent to India through
official channels also said also

said deliberate disinformation
was being spread by third coun-
tries to damage relations
between the two countries.  

The reported denial came
after India informed Qatar that
Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankar’s visit for World Cup
inauguration on November 20
will be called off if Naik was
invited for the event. Explaining
India’s stance, ministry of exter-
nal affairs spokesperson
Arindam Bagchi said on
Thursday “He [Zakir Naik] is
an accused in India, under
Indian law. 
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In a bid to digitally transform
Eklavya Model Residential

Schools (EMRS) and impart
quality education to its tribal
students, the Centre has joined
hands with Microsoft. In the
first phase, 36 EMRS have
been selected for the digital
transformation.

“Digital Transformation of
EMRSs can play a key role in
improving the learning expe-
rience for both students and
teachers, where focus shall be
on integration of digital tech-
nologies to improve teaching
and learning. 

Access to technology can
lead the way forward for access
to knowledge,” said Asit Gopal,
Commissioner, National
Education Society for Tribal
Students (NESTS), an
autonomous organization
established under the Union
Tribal Affairs Ministry. He was
speaking at an online workshop
organized for EMRS principals
and school heads on

“Education Transformation
Framework” (ETF), in collab-
oration with Microsoft
Corporation India Private
Limited recently.

Emphasizing on the imper-
ative need of digital transfor-
mation in EMRSs, Gopal said
that such change keeping in
with changing times can play a
key role in improving the learn-
ing experience for both stu-
dents and teachers, where focus
shall be on integration of dig-
ital technologies to improve
teaching and learning.

Gopal asserted that in the
first phase, 36 EMRSs have
been selected which shall walk
their way forward to digitally
transform schools and enhance
the technological skills by use
of Microsoft software and

application. The Union Tribal
Ministry hopes to enroll 3.5
lakh students and recruit
36,000 teachers in its 740
Eklavya Model Residential
Schools (EMRs) for tribal stu-
dents schools targeted to be
functional by 2026 across the
country. Presently, as of
November, a total of 688
EMRSs have been sanctioned,
of which 392 are functional
where around 105463 students
are enrolled.

The current workshop on
EMRs digitization was first in
its journey of transformation,
other components include pro-
fessional development of teach-
ers using Microsoft
Technologies and artificial
intelligence (AI) applications;
building exposure of students
to AI and Coding; sharing of
Coding Curriculum for Grade
6th to 12th & AI curriculum
for Grade 8th to 12th; work-
shop on Microsoft Certified
Educator (MCE) program etc,
shared an official from the
Ministry. Last year, the

Ministry on May 17 had inked
a pact with Microsoft to help
Tribal schools such as EMRS
and Ashram Schools have dig-
ital transformation. As per the
MoU, Microsoft is preparing
bi-lingual Artificial Intelligence
(AI) curriculum for tribal stu-
dents in English and Hindi lan-
guages that will be taught at all
EMRS schools to upskill both
educators and students in next-
gen technologies.

The project could not take
off last year in full swings
owing to the restrictions posed
by the Covid-19 pandemic,
the official said.

He explained that as part of
the MoU, the teachers will also
be trained in using productiv-
ity technologies like Office 365
and AI applications in teaching
in a phased manner, where they
can even earn certificates from
Microsoft Education Centre.
Microsoft will also mentor stu-
dents from EMRS on Ai pro-
jects to help pursue the UN's
Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs).
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Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Thursday exhort-

ed historians and research
scholars to identify 30 king-
doms that ruled for over 150
years besides 300 historical
personalities, and conduct
research in order to bring out
correct history and relegate
distorted history to the place it
deserves.

Speaking at the plenary
function to mark the 400th
birth anniversary of iconic
Ahom General Lachit
Barphukan who defeated
Mughals in a war in Assam,
Shah said, “ I have also been a
student of history. We have
been hearing that history has
been distorted, it does not
reflect the true past. But who
is stopping you from recording
correct history and all the
other distorted accounts will
then fade away as the truth has
its own power. The time has
come to rewrite history.”

Asserting that a country
just cannot progress and take
leap into the future without
taking pride in the past, the
Home Minister recalled the
contribution of Assamese
General Lachit Barphukan who
checked the onslaught of the
Islamist Mughal armies.

“Had it not been for the

contributions of valiant warrior,
true nationalist and the love for
the motherland of Ahom
General Lachit Barphukan, the
history of the Northeast would
have been different, the
Northeast would not have been
a part of the country,” he said.

He outlined that the Ahom
kings ruled the region for six
centuries and faced 22 inva-
sions from the Mughal armies
but even when there were
spells of defeat, the victory of
the enemies could not last led
to the recapture of the lost ter-
ritories.

He highlighted that when
the Rajput king Ram Singh, son
of Raja Jai Singh of Amber, a
strong general himself holding
significant sway from
Kandahar to Bengal, when
defeated by army of Lachit
Barphukan, admitted that
every soldier of Barphukan
was trained not just in cavalry,

archery and battlecraft but also
in operations of naval boats.
The Ahom army also used
intelligence gathering and
modulating operations based
on inputs extensively in battle
craft.

Shah also highlighted that
the great warrior rose from the
ranks despite being a descen-
dant of the royal family and
placed his love motherland
above every other considera-
tion.

The Assam government is
celebrating at a national level
even to mark the 400th birth
anniversary of Lachit
Barphukan, the iconic general
of Assam from November 23 to
25 here. 

Son of great warrior-states-
man Momai Tamuli Barbarua,
Lachit Barphukan  was born on
November 24, 1622, and grew
up during a turbulent period of
Assam’s history. 
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The Supreme Court
Collegium headed by Chief

Justice DY Chandrachud on
Thursday recommended trans-
fer of seven high court judges to
different High Courts in the
country.

The list of High Court
judges, who have been recom-
mended for transfer, does not
include Justice Nikhil S Kariel of
the Gujarat High Court. Media
reports on Justice Kariel's pro-
posed transfer to Patna High

Court had triggered protests by
lawyers in the Gujarat High
Court and later a delegation of
bar leaders had met the CJI who
was claimed to have assured
them that the matter will be
looked into.

The resolutions of the
Collegium, which also com-
prises Justices S K Kaul and S A
Nazeer, were uploaded on the
apex court website. Seven judges,
who have been sought to be
transferred, included Justice V
M Velumani, a judge in the
Madras high court. He would be

joining Calcutta High Court. 
Justice Battu Devanand has

been sent from Andhra Pradesh
High Court to Madras High
Court. Justice D Ramesh has
been transferred from Andhra
Pradesh High Court to
Allahabad High Court, while
Justice Lalitha Kanneganti has
been sent from Telangana High
Court to Karnataka High Court.
Justice D Nagarjun has been
shifted from Telangana High
Court to Madras High Court,
while Justice T Raja has been
sent from Madras High Court to

Rajasthan High Court. 
Justice A Abhishek Reddy

has been transferred from
Telangana High Court to Patna
High Court. Lawyers at
Telangana High Court had also
protested the proposed transfer
of Justice Reddy and later a del-
egation of bar leaders had met
the CJI.

The Collegium, in anoth-
er meeting held on November
23, 2022, also approved  pro-
posal for elevation of two advo-
cates as judges in Rajasthan
High Court. The advocates

whose names have been
approved are -- Anil Kumar
Upman and Nupur Bhat. The
three-member Collegium,
which takes decisions with
regard to high court judges, has
also approved  proposal for ele-
vation of six Judicial Officers as
Judges in Rajasthan High Court.

The judicial officers whose
names have been cleared are--
Rajendra Prakash Soni, Ashok
Kumar Jain, Yogendra Kumar
Purohit, Bhuwan Goyal, Praveer
Bhatnagar, and Ashutosh
Kumar.
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Calling the
demonetisa-

tion of Rs 500
and Rs 1000
currency notes "deeply flawed",
senior lawyer P Chidambaram
told the Supreme Court on
Thursday the Union
Government cannot on its own
initiate any proposal relating to
legal tender which and can only
be done on the recommenda-
tion of the RBI's central board. 

Chidambaram, appearing
for one of the petitioners
opposing the Centre's 2016
decision, submitted before a
five-judge Constitution Bench
headed by Justice SA Nazeer
that the right to regulate the
issue of bank notes is entirely
with the Reserve Bank of India.
"The Central Government can-
not on its own initiate any pro-

posal relating to currency
notes. It can only be on the cen-
tral board's recommendation. 

This decision making
process should be struck down.
…This is the most outrageous
decision making process which
makes a mockery of the rule of
law. This process must be
struck down for being deeply
flawed," Chidambaram told
the bench which also com-
prised Justices B R Gavai, A S
Bopanna, V Ramasubram-
anian, and BV Nagarathna.  

Noting that demonetisa-
tion was a major economic
decision which impacted every
citizen of the country, the
senior lawyer questioned the
power of central government to
invoke Section 26 of the
Reserve Bank of India Act to
demonetise currency notes and
submitted that Section 26(2)
gives power to Centre to can-
cel only certain series of cur-

rency notes and not the entire
notes of a denomination. 

Chidambaram, who
argued for the whole day,
alleged the possible "horren-
dous consequences" of demon-
etisation were not assessed,
researched or documented.
"Over 2,300 crore currency
notes were demonetised while
the government's printing
presses could only print 300
crore notes per month. This
gross mismatch meant it would
take several months to print
notes. 

The Government did not
even consider that over
2,15,000 ATMs would have to
be recalibrated. In fact, in ini-
tial days ATMs did not take the
Rs 2,000 note. The government
did not take into account that
two-third of bank branches
were located in metros and
only a third were in rural
areas," he said. 
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New Delhi: India is upset at a
reference to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi by a US State
Department official while
defending the immunity it had
extended to Saudi Arabian
ruler Mohammad bin Sultan,
who is facing allegations of
killing journalist Jamal
Khashoggi.

"Frankly, I fail to under-
stand how the comment on
Prime Minister Modi was
either relevant, necessary or
contextual," External Affairs
Ministry spokesperson
Arindam Bagchi said respond-
ing to questions about a US
official referring to Modi while
explaining the reasons for
granting immunity to the Saudi
ruler. PNS
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The Supreme Court on
Thursday said it will set up

a new five-judge Constitution
bench to hear the pleas chal-
lenging the constitutional valid-
ity of polygamy and 'nikah
halala' among Muslims.  

A bench comprising Chief
Justice D Y Chandrachud and
Justices Hima Kohli and J B
Pardiwala was urged by lawyer
Ashwini Upadhyay, who has
also filed a PIL on the issue,
that a fresh five-judge bench
was needed to be constituted as
two judges of the previous
bench have demitted office.

Many Muslim women also
approached the apex court for
banning ‘nikah halala’ after
the verdict banning triple talaq.
"We will form a bench," the CJI
responded.    Upadhyay, in his
PIL, has sought a direction to
declare polygamy and 'nikah
halala' unconstitutional and
illegal.  The apex court had in
July 2018 considered the plea
and referred the matter to a
Constitution bench already
tasked with hearing a batch of
similar petitions.  The apex
court had issued notice to the
Centre on the petition filed by
a woman named Farjana and
tagged Upadhyay's plea to a
batch of petitions to be heard

by the Constitution bench. 
The lawyer's petition

sought declaring extrajudicial
talaq a cruelty under Section
498A (husband or his relatives
subjecting a woman to cruelty)
of the IPC.

It claimed nikah halala is
an offence under Section 375
(rape) of the IPC, and
polygamy a crime under
Section 494 (Marrying again
during life-time of husband or
wife) of the IPC, 1860.  

The apex court, which on
August 22, 2017 banned the
age-old practice of instant
'triple talaq' among Sunni
Muslims, had on March 26,
2018 decided to refer to a larg-

er bench a batch of pleas chal-
lenging the constitutional valid-
ity of polygamy and 'nikah
halala'.   While polygamy allows
a Muslim man to have four
wives, 'nikah halala' is a process
under which a divorced
Muslim woman has to first
marry another person, con-
summate it and get a divorce
from the second husband, if the
couple were to remarry after a
compromise. The apex court
has already issued notices to the
Law and Justice Ministry, the
Minority Affairs Ministry and
the NCW at that time.  Some
petitions have also challenged
the practices of 'Nikah Mutah'
and 'Nikah Misyar'.
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The political heat over the
inter-state border row has

escalated with Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj Bommai
hitting back at Maharashtra
Deputy Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis terming
his statement on the issue
"provocative".

"No village in Maharashtra
will go to Karnataka! The state
government will fight strong-
ly in the Supreme Court to get
Marathi speaking villages in
Karnataka including Belgaum-
Karwar-Nipani!," said
Fadnavis.

In a retort, Bommai,
terming it a provocative state-
ment, said: "His (Fadnavis')
dream will never come true.
Our government is committed
to protecting our state's land,
water and borders."

He further said that there
was no question of giving up
any space in the border districts
of Karnataka.

In fact, he said: "Our
demand is that the Kannada
speaking areas of Maharashtra

like Solapur and Akkalkot
should join Karnataka."

The dispute over Belagavi
dates back to the 1960s after the
reorganisation of States on lin-
guistic lines.

Earlier this week, the
Eknath Shinde government in
Maharashtra appointed two
ministers to coordinate with
the legal team regarding the
court case on the dispute set to
come up in the Supreme Court.

Bommai said soon after
that the State has deployed a
battery of top lawyers, includ-
ing Mukul Rohatgi and Shyam
Diwan, to fight its case.

Bommai said since 2004,
the Maharashtra government
has filed a case in the Apex
court over the border issue. "So
far they have not succeeded
and they will not succeed in
future as well. We are geared up
to strengthen our legal battle."

The Karnataka CM had
claimed that the Panchayats in
Jath Taluka in Sangli district of
Maharashtra had passed a res-
olution in the past to merge
with Karnataka when there
was a severe drought situation

and acute drinking water cri-
sis, and his government has
evolved schemes to help them
by providing water.

Responding to this,
Fadnavis told reporters in
Nagpur on Wednesday: "These
villages (in Jat Taluk) had
introduced a resolution on the
issue of water scarcity in 2012.
Presently, none of the villages
have introduced any resolu-
tion."

Karnataka has repeatedly
maintained that the Mahajan
Commission report on the
border issue is final, and "there
is no question of letting go even
an inch of Karnataka's border".

Bommai reiterated this

week that there is no example
to show that what had been
done under the States
Reorganisation Act was
reviewed.

"The border dispute is a
political tool used by all parties
in Maharashtra. But they will
never succeed," he had said.

Shinde said earlier this
week: "Late Balasaheb
Thackeray was always a
staunch supporter of the state's
demand to make Belgaum
(Belagavi) a part of
Maharashtra. We have con-
centrated our focus on solving
the issue. If required, the num-
ber of lawyers would be
increased".
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In the backdrop of the con-
troversy over the efficacy of

political  freebies, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Thursday, while campaigning
in Gujarat,  said it was time to
generate income from elec-
tricity instead of getting it for
“free.”

Modi, who was election-
eering in Modasa  in Aravalli
district in North Gujarat ,
made reference to free elec-
tricity to hit out at  AAP which
has for the second-time entered
into the assembly poll fray and
promised free electricity
besides Rs 1000 to all women
above age of 18 saying “it is not
revadi –freebie- but their
rights”.  

Modi said only he knows
the art through which people
will be able to earn money from
electricity.The Prime Minister
also slammed the Congress,
saying it believes in the formula
of "divide and rule" and focuss-
es only on how to be in power.

AAP national convener
and Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal has said his
party would provide free elec-
tricity up to 300 units per

month if voted to power in
Gujarat.

The opposition Congress
has also joined the sop com-
petitiveness and mentioned in
its election manifesto that the
party will also provide free elec-
tricity up to 300 units if voted
to power in Gujarat, where the
Assembly polls are scheduled
on December 1 and 5.

On Thursday, Modi said he
wants to see people across
Gujarat earning money from
excess electricity generated
from solar rooftop systems
instead of just getting it for free.

"You must have seen how
the entire Modhera village (in
Mehsana district) is now run-
ning on rooftop solar power.
They are using electricity as per
their need and sell excess power
(to the government). I want to
replicate this system across
Gujarat," he said.

"Under this system, you
can earn money by selling
excess electricity generated
from solar panels. Only Modi
knows this art wherein people
will be able to earn from elec-
tricity," said the PM.

He told the audience that a
woman from Modhera is now
planning to buy a refrigerator

and an air-conditioner as elec-
tricity has become affordable
after the installation of rooftop
solar power.

"She told me that though
her family was able to afford
the appliances earlier, they
refrained because they could
not bear the running cost.
Now, they can afford it because
electricity is free. I am working
to bring this revolution at the
doorstep of each and every
household in Gujarat," the
Prime Minister  said.

Modi also slammed the
Congress, saying the opposi-
tion party only believes in the
formula of "divide and rule"

and it only focuses on how to
get power.

"Rajasthan is near your
border, have you seen any
development in that state?
Have you seen any good news
coming out of that state? The
Congress cannot do develop-
ment," he said.

In another public rally at
Palanpur in Banaskantha dis-
trict in  North-East Gujarat,
Modi said the upcoming
Assembly election in Gujarat is
all about deciding the state's
destiny for the next 25 years.

Voting in Banaskantha dis-
trict will be held in the second
phase on December 5.
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Thousands of PM package
Kashmiri Pandit employ-

ees, currently sitting on a dhar-
na for 197 days in support of
their single point demand of
relocation to a safer area out-
side the Kashmir Valley, are
pinning their hopes on Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to
understand their pain and
address  'safety' concerns raised
by them in the wake of target-
ed killings in the recent
months. 

The PM package employ-
ees on Thursday organised a sit
in dharna outside the Press
Club in Jammu where repre-
sentatives of the Kashmiri
Pandit employees while raising
serious concerns over the indif-
ferent attitude of the Union
Territory administration made
a passionate appeal to the
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
to intervene in the matter
before it is too late. 

The Kashmiri pandit pack-
age employees staged a massive

protest demonstration under
the banner of All Migrant
(Displaced) Employees
Association, Kashmir  to press
their demand of relocation
/attachment to Jammu. 

They were also demanding
that the government should
frame a committee to look
into their matter seriously.  The
agitating employees also want-
ed the government to frame a
committee to initiate  a process
of dialogue with the employees
so that an amicable and satis-

factory solution would be
found on this vital issue.

Expressing their anguish
over the callous attitude of the
government towards them, the
protesting employees  said that
the administration must under-
stand that the issue  of package
employees is purely a security
concern which they would not
compromise at any cost. It was
the duty of the government to
ensure security of employees
on which it has failed, they also
said. 
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Pakistan-based handlers of
different terrorist outfits con-

tinue to rely on drones to airdrop
arms and ammunition con-
signment for ferrying them to
different parts of the Kashmir
Valley via the International
Border districts of Jammu. On
Thursday, the Jammu and
Kashmir (J&K) Police along
with the special operations
group recovered one suspicious
package, possibly dropped by a
drone from Pakistan, in the
Vijaypur area of Samba district.

The J&K Police recovered
one steel Improvised Explosive
Device (IED), two pistols, 4
magazines, several batteries and
a watch from the package. They
also recovered cash of around Rs
5 lakh from the package.
Briefing media persons in the
border area, Additional SP

Samba, Surinder Chaudhary
said, “Police team from Vijaypur
Police Station recovered one
suspicious sealed packet today in
the field near Chhani Manhasan
in Samba, following reliable
inputs. The spot is undisturbed
and intact.”

According to the prelimi-
nary information, this is a case
of a drone dropping from
Pakistan’s side attempting to
smuggle in weapons and cash to
the Indian side for carrying out
terror-related activities in J&K.
As per the officials, there was a
movement of a drone that was
spotted in the area of Vijayapur
which is opposite to Sialkot-
Pakistan border.
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With her Government hav-
ing suffered a massive

loss of face in the wake of the
school-level recruitment scam
that saw a number of TMC
leaders, including Ministers,
legislators and senior func-
tionaries going to jail, Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Thursday hit back
at the Opposition for spiking
her efforts to make fresh
appointments in schools by
filing “politically motivated
cases.”

Speaking in the State
Assembly the Chief Minister
said, “whenever we go to make
fresh appointments some peo-
ple with ulterior motive move
the court to stall the recruit-
ment process … consequently
a lot of public money is wast-
ed in contesting the law suits …
this is very unfortunate.”

The Chief Minister also
appealed to the (High) Court
to consider the situation while
giving its orders. “From the
floor of the State Assembly I
would like to make an appeal
to the (High) court to take cog-

nizance of the predicament we
are while passing its judg-
ments,” she said.

Banerjee’s statement came
almost in tandem with a
Division Bench of the Calcutta
High Court on Thursday turn-
ing down the State’s appeal to
set aside a single Bench order
seeking the appearance of the
State Education Secretary
regarding a particular case.

Earlier the Bench of Justice
Abhijit Gangopadhyay had
directed the senior IAS officer
to appear before it and reveal
the name of the persons who
had asked the School Service
Commission to seek the
Court’s direction to make fresh
appointments on supernumer-
ary posts

specially created by the
government apparently to reg-
ularise the appointments of

ineligible teachers who had
purchased their posts for lakhs
of rupees.

The scam involving thou-
sands of illegal appointments
saw senior TMC leader and
Education Minister Partha
Chatterjee and MLA Manik
Bhattacharya going to jail.

The Division Bench pre-
served the single Bench order
directing the Central Bureau of
Investigation to find out who
had directed the SSC to seek
the Court’s direction to regu-
larise the ineligible candidates
which the Judge said would go
a distance in identifying the
kingpin behind the multi-crore
SSC scam.

The Opposition BJP and
the Left had for long been alleg-
ing that the topmost leadership
of the Bengal ruling outfit had
masterminded all the scams
that Bengal had witnessed in
the past more than one decade.

In fact Opposition Leader
Suvendu Adhikari on
Wednesday said that in
December the “biggest thief in
the government and the
Trinamool Congress will go to
jail.”
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Factionalism and groupism in
Kerala unit of the Indian

National Congress which were
in the backburner have made a
comeback to the forefront
thanks to some close associates
of Shashi Tharoor, MP and the
party’s glamour boy.

Tharoor who lost the race
for the post of party president
has returned to Kerala and is

busy mobilising support for
his bid to become the party’s
southern face. The immediate
reason for his new found love
for Kerala is the possibility of
him being dumped as party
candidate from Thiruvanan-
thapuram in the 2024 Lok
Sabha election. The London
born Shashi Tharoor has been
representing the Lok Sabha
constituency of Thiruvanan-
thapuram since 2009 but his

rivals in the party
want the High
Command to
replace him as he
has “dared to chal-
lenge the supremacy
of the Nehru-
Gandhi family.”

MK Raghavan,
MP who represents Kozhikode
constituency, is drumming up
support for Tharoor while K
Sudhakaran, president of KPCC

maintains a studied
silence over the
issue. But Leader of
Opposition VD
Satheeshan  has
made it known that
Tharoor is not indis-
p e n s a b l e .
Vernacular media

and some young political
observers are spreading the
word that Tharoor is the man
of the hour. “But this view is

held only by  persons who do
not know the ground realities
in politics,” said Mohammed
Shiyaz, the Ernakulam District
Congress Committee chief who
is one of the young leaders on
the rise. “The Congress has to
be led by leaders who are acces-
sible to the cadre and not by
people who make appearance
in television. All our present
and past leaders belong to that
genre. K Karunakaran, A K

Antony, Oommen Chandi, are
some of the examples. Leaders
who claim visibility in nation-
al media would not be able to
lead the party,” Shiyaz told The
Pioneer.

Tharoor is on a mission to
“rock” the Malabar region dom-
inated by Muslims. His stance
against the Supreme Court
verdict allowing 10 per cent
reservation to EWS among the
upper caste has gone well with

the Islamist organisations. But
Tharoor, a Nair has earned the
wrath of Nair Service Society, a
collective of Nairs who consti-
tute 18 per cent of Kerala pop-
ulation. Congress in Kerala is
doing well as was shown by the
assembly by-poll result of
Thrikkakkara which was won
by the party with an unprece-
dented margin. The reserva-
tions expressed by AICC
General Secretary KC

Venugopal, the former leader of
opposition Ramesh
Chennithala and VD
Satheeshan point to the reality
that Tharoor is not welcome in
the State. If Venugopal,
Chennithala, Sudhakaran and
Satheesh (who are all the eyes
and ears of the Congress High
Command) put up a resis-
tance, Shashi Tharoor’s “literary
talents” would come a cropper
in Kerala.
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What is common between
Ira Singhal, Suvarna

Pradeep Raj and Divanshi
Joshi? Apart from being per-
sons with disabilities, they did
not give up despite all odds. The
trio, among 25 other women
with disabilities who have made
their name in their respective
fields, will be sharing their
journey riddled with negli-
gence and complications at
Able-Eves Workshop for
Empowerment of Women with
Disabilities to be held here on
Sunday.

The workshop to be inau-
gurated by Singhal who is suf-
fering from scoliosis with 62%
locomotor disability, will have
sessions around inclusion and
empowerment of women. 

The other speakers will
include Devanshi Joshi, a
national awardee with Down
Syndrome, Abha Khetarpal,
president, Cross the Hurdles,
Iytha Mallikarjuna, CEO,
Inclusive Divyangjan
Entrepreneur Association,
Richa Sahni, Head of Corporate
Partnership, Atypical
Advantage, Suvarna Pradeep
Raj, International Para-Athlete
and Soujanya Rao,
Gynaecologist-CMO (SG)/
Comdt. (Medical) CRPF.
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Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan held

a series of bilateral meetings
with his counterparts from
Mauritius, Tanzania, Zimba-
bwe and Ghana, on Thursday.

During a meeting with
Leela Devi Dookun-
Luchoomun, Vice Prime
Minister and Minister of
Tertiary Education, Science
and Technology, Mauritius,
Pradhan said, “India remains
committed to work together
with Mauritius and provide
assistance in building capacities
in all areas of education and
skill development.”

Pradhan, during his meet-
ing with Deputy Minister of
Education, Ghana, John Ntim
Fordjour proposed setting up
of institutional mechanisms
and joint working groups
between India and Ghana from
pre-school to research.

Pradhan held a meeting
with Raymore Machingura,
Deputy Minister in the
Ministry of Higher and Tertiary
Education, Innovation, Science
and Technology Development,
Zimbabwe and with Zanzibar's
Minister for Education and
Vocational Training, Lela
Muhamed Mussa.
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Meghalaya Chief Minister
Conrad Sangma on

Thursday led a cabinet delega-
tion to New Delhi to meet
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah and discuss the tense bor-
der situation between Assam
and the hill state following
clashes in Mukroh village, and
also demanded a federal probe
into the violence. 

The meeting, comes a day
after the Assam Cabinet
announced that it will hand over
the probe into the violence to
the CBI, and asked the state
police to show restraint while
dealing with civilian distur-
bances. Trouble started after
Assam forest guards intercept-
ed a Meghalaya vehicle carrying
what was suspected to be ille-
gally felled timber in West Karbi
Anglong district along the
Assam-Meghalaya border in
the early hours of Tuesday. In
the melee that followed, five
tribal villagers from Meghalaya
and a forest guard were killed.

Tension brewed in border
areas in the aftermath of the
incident, with an Assam forest
office being burnt down by
angry villagers as well as some
vehicles from neighbouring
states.
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Senior BJP leader B L
Santhosh and three others

were named as accused by the
Special Investigation Team
(SIT) in the case of alleged con-
spiracy to poach four TRS
MLAs, officials said on
Thursday.

Following directions from
the Telangana High Court, the
SIT, probing the case, also
issued a second notice to BJP
National General Secretary
(Organisation) Santhosh, who
is yet to appear before it.

In the fresh notice, he has
been asked to appear before SIT
for questioning on November
26 or November 28, official
sources told PTI.

Based on the investigations
so far, the SIT filed a memo in
a special Anti-Corruption
Bureau (ACB) court here
adding the names of Santhosh
and two persons from Kerala-
-Jaggu Swami and Tushar
Vellapally, besides B Srinivas, as
accused in the case, they said.

Three persons --
Ramachandra Bharati alias
Satish Sharma, Nanda Kumar
and Simhayaji Swamy, were
already named as accused in the
case after a complaint was

lodged by TRS MLA Pilot
Rohith Reddy, among four leg-
islators, against them on
October 26.

As per the FIR copy, Rohith
Reddy alleged that the accused
offered him Rs 100 crore and in
return the legislator had to
leave the TRS and contest as a
BJP candidate in the next
Assembly election.

The Telangana High Court
on Wednesday had directed the
SIT to again serve notice on
Santhosh under Section 41A of
the Code of Criminal
Procedure (CrPC) to Santhosh.

Earlier, the Telangana SIT
had issued notices to Santhosh
and the two persons from
Kerala to appear before it for
questioning on November 21.
However, they did not turn up
before the probe panel. Srinivas,
who was also summoned by the
SIT, had appeared before it.
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in the management of certain diseases and
syndromes to join hands with the schol-
ars of Ayurveda to overcome the most dis-
gusting conclusions in the management
of such disorders where Ayurveda pre-
sents the hope towards a better life. Not
only India but the entire world popula-
tion also can be benefitted by the encour-
aging results that the integrated research
may conclusively offer curative manage-
ment of certain diseases such as
Parkinsonism et. al. The super specialist
medical institutions shall have to initiate
with or without government's support to
reach the wisdom of Ayurveda to begin
integrated research for certain diseases
where Allopathy has limited approach
with hazardous side effects.

Dr Jai Prakash Gupta | Ambala
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Sir — After struggling for two years with
no work due to the COVID-19 pandem-

ic, the Assembly elections in Gujarat have
become money-spinner for a large 
number of powerloom workers in Surat.
Over a lakh workers are engaged in 
weaving, dyeing and stitching the election
material and tricolour for the last month
to meet the high demand from the 
political parties. 

Workers are busy round the clock for
stitching saffron colour caps for the BJP at
a factory in Surat, Gujarat ahead of
Gujarat Assembly Election and it is a make
or break situation at present. Again, for 32
years BJP has had a stronghold as Modi and
Amit Shah both hail from the same state
and work in tandem to achieve a dream of
winning again. The BJP IT section is also
busy making the dream come true. The
elections are indeed a boon to workers.

CK Dorai Ramani Suresh | Ghaziabad
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Sir — The climate emergency is a direct
consequence of heavy land use and agri-
culture, transport, buildings, industrial
processes and use of polluting energy
sources. Without profound changes to
these sectors and a drastic  cut to carbon
footprints, there is little hope of protect-
ing the planet from the worst effects of
a warmer world.

The UN environment programme
(UNEP) stands at the core of the action
in the fight against climate change. We
call for greater responsibility from coun-
tries and recognition of the benefits of
integrating natural systems into concrete
climate action. A global fund for "loss and
damage” , providing financial assistance
to poor nations stricken by climate dis-
aster  is a solution. The deal was far from
perfect, with several key elements flawed
or lacking. Some countries on limiting
temperatures to 1.5C represented
progress on the Cop26 conference in
Glasgow last year, but efforts for phasing
out fossil fuels was weak. Countries have
now agreed to finalise the details of the
fund by 2024. Let’s hope for the best.

Mithlesh Panwar | Ujjain 
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Sir — Despite the best advances in tech-
nology and drug research, the modern
medicine is yet to find successful curative
management of not only  disorders like
diabetes, hypertension, chronic gastroin-
testinal disorders etc but almost all neu-
rological diseases and the psychiatric ill-
nesses also, what to talk of the recent
covid19 pandemic across the world. Even
the best invention and abuse of antibiotics
or hormonal interception and other
drugs for neurological or psychiatric
drugs have caused havoc of dangerous
side effects rather than providing sus-
tained relief to the patients.On the other
hand Ayurveda along with Yoga offers
drugs along with procedures such as
Panchkarma and Yoga provides hope
towards a healthy and happy life.

The need of the hour is to acknowl-
edge the handicaps of modern medicine
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SOUNDBITE

igation, adaptation, finance
and collaboration. What
needs to be seen is how many
countries significantly con-
tribute to the said areas in all
earnestness. One of the major
themes of COP27 has been
loss and damage. It is only
this year that the developed
nations agreed to put the
subject into the formal agen-
da. An important issue for the
group of developing nations,
called G77, their leaders
underscored how they need-
ed aid from the wealthy
nations to mitigate the caus-
es of climate change and pre-
pare against the fallouts of it
in future. A positive headway
has been made at the summit
in this direction with respect
to the creation of a ‘loss and
damage’ fund. The fund may
help the emerging economies
to address the harmful effects
of natural disasters like
droughts, floods and cyclones
etc. However, the details of
how it will be used to stop cli-
mate change and who the list
of donors would be is still
unclear.

Back in 2009, the devel-
oped nations had made a
pledge to supply $100 billion
every year by 2020 to less
wealthy nations to help bring
down further rises in temper-
ature. But what happened to
that? Wealthy nations have

clearly not delivered on the
promise to date. The $100 bil-
lion won't even make the cut,
as developing nations have
clearly outlined that they
would need $6 trillion to $11
trillion to meet climate tar-
gets. It is crucial for aid to
come through to developing
nations, without which they
won’t be able to make much
progress on reducing green-
house emissions.

Speaking at a press con-
ference at COP27, John
Kerry, the U.S. presidential
envoy on climate, asserted
that the negotiations won’t
end with rich countries sign-
ing up for open-ended liabil-
ities. The emerging nations
rallied against making a ‘loss
and damage fund’, but the
wealthy nations shrugged off
the idea by saying they
favoured existing financial
channels.

This year’s COP was
called the COP for imple-
mentation, because pledges
alone don’t make the cut. One
needs a detailed road map
and more transparency with
respect to climate finance. A
case in point: The US presi-
dent, Joe Biden, gave an
assurance at the summit that
the US would hit its climate
targets by 2030 and apolo-
gized for pulling out of the
Paris agreement. However,

he and other world leaders
hardly explained why the
promises made earlier were
not met to date. Biden right-
ly said that the world faced a
‘pivotal moment’ in the fight
against the climate crisis. But
failed to lay out the steps that
humanity should take.

With the COP27 having
come to an end, some inspi-
ration has been rekindled.
What global leaders do in the
coming years will be watched
carefully, but at the same
time, the citizenry all across
the world must also do what
they can at individual level.
We need more people active-
ly raising clamour around this
subject. Young climate war-
riors need to come about and
for that, introducing climate
change as a subject in school
curriculum will prove to be a
step in the right direction.

Hope is clearly not a good
strategy to adopt in view of
climate change. Therefore,
one must strive to surpass all
hurdles, shun inhibition,
deliberate and make a sincere
endeavour to avert the glob-
al catastrophe awaiting us. We
owe this to our collective
future generations.

(The author writes on news
pertaining to women rights,
and social and environmen-

tal issues. Views expressed
are personal.)
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The global mean tem-
perature of the plan-
et is 1.15 degree
Celsius above the pre-
industrial average and

we have been having the confer-
ence of parties (COP) every year
since 1995, wherein world lead-
ers come together to think of
solutions to fight the looming
dangers of climate change. This
year the summit at Sharm El-
Sheikh was attended by world
leaders arriving in their respec-
tive private jets, close to 400 of
them, contributing significant-
ly to greenhouse gases in the
atmosphere. One would think
what a great way to kickstart the
discourse around climate
change.

Over the last decade or so,
green washing has become a
norm and we all have assumed
that someone else would take
care of the problem of climate
change. The corporations have
used the issue of climate change
to fill in their coffers and the
global leaders have done little to
help either. Lip service has been
the norm as far as climate
change is concerned. Every year,
these conferences signal hope.
Eminent leaders from different
parts of the world make pledges,
talk of achieving net zero emis-
sions by so and so year, promise
aid to emerging economies and
so on. But when it comes to
progress on ground, the results
are invariably dismal. They paint
a sorry picture of our fight
towards climate change. It is
demoralizing and one can’t help
but give in to the gnawing cyn-
icism around these summits.

UN Secretary-General
António Guterres said, “A third
of Pakistan got flooded. We
have seen Europe’s hottest sum-
mer in 500 years. The
Philippines got hammered. The
whole of Cuba was in blackout.
And … in the United States,
Hurricane Ian has delivered a
brutal reminder that no country
and no economy is immune
from the climate crisis.” All
these events serve as a brutal
reminder for entire humanity to
get its act together.

The COP27 summit did set
its agenda right with focus on
mainly four focus aspects of mit-
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POINTCOUNTERPOINT

The Reserve Bank of
India on October 7
released a concept note

on Central Bank Digital
Currency (CBDC). The pur-
pose behind the issue, as
claimed by the RBI, is to cre-
ate awareness about CBDCs
in general and the planned
features of the Digital Rupee
(e?), in particular. It explains
the objectives, choices, ben-
efits, and risks of issuing a
CBDC in India. The Note
also seeks to explain Reserve
Bank’s approach towards
introduction of the CBDC,
which has been launched on
a pilot basis now.

As explained by the RBI
the e? will provide an addi-
tional option to the current-
ly available forms of money.
It is substantially not differ-
ent from banknotes, but

being digital it is likely to be
easier, faster and cheaper. It
also has all the transactional
benefits of other forms of dig-
ital money.

The RBI claims that its
approach is governed by two
basic considerations – to cre-
ate a digital Rupee that is as
close as possible to a paper
currency and to manage the
process of introducing digital
Rupee in a seamless manner.

The concept paper lists
out the following as features
of CBDC:

● CBDC is sovereign cur-
rency issued by Central Banks
in alignment with their mon-
etary policy

● It appears as a liability
on the central bank’s balance
sheet

● Must be accepted as a
medium of payment, legal

tender, and a safe store of
value by all citizens, enterpris-
es, and government agen-
cies.

● Freely convertible
against commercial bank
money and cash

● Fungible legal tender
for which holders need not
have a bank account

● Expected to lower the
cost of issuance of money and
transactions.

There can be two types of
currencies which are used for
settlement of transactions.
One is physical currencies
and another digital form of
currency. As we have now all
the bank deposits which can
be transacted through digital
platforms are  part of digital
currencies only. So whose
custody is not important.
How digitally it can be trans-

acted only matters.
Hence the question aris-

es why there should be a dig-
ital currency from the RBI
now? If the aim is to com-
pletely wipe out the physical
currency, it is a different mat-
ter. Not only is our country,
no other country in the world
is aiming for any such propo-
sition.

Our bank accounts pro-
vide seamless digital transac-
tions by means of debit cards,
credit cards, NEFT, RTGS,
IMPS, UPI etc. Now in this
concept paper RBI broadly
defines CBDC as the legal
tender issued by a central
bank in a digital form. It is
akin to sovereign paper cur-
rency but takes a different
form, exchangeable at par
with the existing currency
and shall be accepted as a

medium of payment, legal
tender and a safe store of
value. Hence, it is almost
identical to the digital trans-
actions provided by banks
except the sovereignty.

The RBI says that the key
motivations for exploring the
issuance of CBDC in India
among others include reduc-
tion in operational costs
involved in physical cash
management, fostering finan-
cial inclusion, bringing
resilience, efficiency, and
innovation in payments sys-
tem, adding efficiency to the
settlement system, boosting
innovation in cross-border
payments space and provid-
ing public with uses that any
private virtual currencies can
provide, without the associat-
ed risks. Again, these are
already available for digital

transactions through bank
accounts.

The RBI claims that
CBDCs have some clear
advantages over other digital
payments systems, as it being
a sovereign currency, ensures
settlement finality and thus
reduces settlement risk in
the financial system. This
may be theoretically and con-
ceptually true. But then this
undermines the banking sys-
tem we have under the same
RBI regulation. If any bank
fails in any settlement system,
then it will speak about RBI’s
supervision.

As per the scheme, the
CBDC issued will be the lia-
bility of the RBI and whoev-
er wants to have this will have
to pay to RBI to acquire this
CBDC. Hence it is similar to
deposits obtained by com-

mercial banks. But the RBI
has decided not to pay any
interest on this. As it is pri-
marily introduced as a
method of payments like cash,
it would not bear interest.

Instead of going in for
CBDC, the RBI can further
improve penetration of digi-
tal transactions by making
many transactions compulso-
ry through digital mode.
There can be limits on cash
payments. There can even be
restricted use of cheques.
This will reduce cost for the
economy as well as arrest ille-
gal and unaccounted transac-
tions.

Irrespective of the form of
money, in any economy,
money performs three prima-
ry functions—medium of
exchange, a unit of account
and a store of value.
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(The author is a retired
banker)
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After 27 years in the saddle in
Gujarat, the Bharatiya Janata
Party wants to do it again. And
when one says it is 'the BJP
contesting the poll' in Gujarat,

it actually translates into Prime Minister
Narendra Modi who may have vacated
Gandhinagar in 2014 but it is he who is
seeking mandate for the seventh time in
the western Indian state in 2022 and in
turn in his decisive run-up to the 2024 Lok
Sabha polls.

Another win for the saffron party tid-
ing over almost three-decade anti-incum-
bency would possibly press a ‘delete’ but-
ton on the Congress and allow the 'third-
factor' Aaam Admi party (AAP) to rise in
the western shores.

Ironical as it may sound for the BJP
backers, the Congress despite the BJP's 'dou-
ble-engine' domination over the power, in
last 2017 state elections not only increased
its Assembly seats tally but also improved
upon its vote share. In contrast, there has
been a steady decline in the number of seats
collected by the BJP since 2002.

The BJP's seats at 99 went downwards
in 2017 from 116 of 2012 Assembly results,
but its vote share at 49.1 increased by 1.25
per cent. The Congress, which had won 60
seats in 2012 Gujarat assembly elections,
had gained significantly in 2017 by winning
77 seats. The main opposition party had
thus not only improved its position by 17
seats but also collected 41.5 per cent vote
share, a jump of 2.57 per cent from 2012
Gujarat Assembly polls.

The Congress could not gather enough
steam in 2017 to beat the BJP, which had
the formidable advantage of its well-oiled
organizational machinery and Modi's
'realpolitik' checks and balances to keep the
voters interest in the party  vis-a-vis  a face-
less Gujarat Congress and its unimagina-
tive central leadership.

As the stage is set for 2022 December
one and five poll for the 15th Gujarat assem-
bly polls, the dynamics of Gujarat elections
can be read as "waveless" which could be
won by technical management which is:
'right selection' of candidates coupled with
'right booth handling' that is ensuring good
turnout of the support base.

Palpably anxious of declining number
of seats in successive assembly polls, the
BJP has denied tickets to 40 of its sitting
MLAs and given place to the fresh and
young, not loaded with the burden of anti-
incumbency. With winnability being the
prime factor for all political parties vis-
à-vis the 'ideology', the BJP too has, so far,
blessed 10 out of 19 Congress MLAs who
resigned and joined the BJP after the 2017
elections with its tickets.

In contrast, Congress has, 'under-
standably', retained most of its sitting
MLAs as party candidates. It is indeed a
game of reshuffling of the available players
on the ground for both the parties and cre-
ating a 'new rainbow' before the voters.

To defend its Gujarat fort and make
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it ‘unbreachable’, the BJP has select-
ed the Congress turncoat Patidar
Hardik Patel, 29, who crossed-over
to the saffron party in July from
‘Viramgram’, his home town,
which had been twice won by the
Congress. The roping in of the
leader of 2015 OBC reservation stir
would further consolidate the
BJP’s hold over the influential
Patel community.

Among other young and new
faces also include Cricketer
Ravindra Jadeja’s wife Rivaba, 28,
who is the BJP candidate from
Jamnagar North seat. Before join-
ing the BJP, she served as the leader
of the Rajput Community’s throw-
back organisation ‘karni Sena’.

The choice of Kantilal
Amrutiya, 60, for the Morbi
assembly seat, which witnessed a
bridge collapse disaster, killing
over 135 people, is another reflec-
tion of the BJP’s ‘careful micro-
management’ of seat distribution.
Following the tragedy, the saffron
party denied ticket to the sitting
MLA of Morbi and selected
Atrutiya after videos showed him
jumping into the river to save lives.
A former MLA, Amrutiya had lost
in 2017 assembly polls.

Apart from the main rivals of
the past – Congress and the BJP --
the entry of AAP has introduced an
X factor in the Gujarat polls, leav-
ing political players wondering
which way it would impact the elec-
tions and to whose advantage. The
freebie announcements by AAP’s
mercurial leader Arvind Kejriwal
has prompted many to anticipate
that it may nibble into the urban
votes of the BJP and may do less

harm to Congress which is rather
strong in rural pockets of Gujarat.

The BJP’s state president CR
Patil thinks otherwise, saying the
AAP would cut into Congress
votes and thus help BJP's
prospects. The AAP has banked
heavily on the Patidar communi-
ty and fielded its Gujarat president
Gopal Italia from Katargam in
Surat as well as former Patidar agi-
tation leader Alpesh Kathiriya
from Varachha in Surat city.

Currently, campaigning most
aggressively, the AAP is now bank-
ing on its success in Gujarat in
2021 civic polls when it ousted
congress from the Surat municipal
corporation, winning over Patidar
votes. The AAP also won one seat
in Gandhinagar Municipal
Corporation.

In the 2022 Gujarat poll, the
AAP is not without some resonance
and digging deep to create its place
as against the well-entrenched BJP
and Congress. The AAP’s approach
to Patidars and fielding of backward
community member Isudan
Gadhvi as the chief Ministerial can-
didate indicates its calculated long-
term planning after scoring 
victory in Punjab.

The ‘Hindutava’ card of
Kejriwal, however, may not pay its
dividend against the BJP which has
its master key with itself.

The main challenger to the
ruling BJP, the Congress is current-
ly on to its 'door-to-door' silent cam-
paigning, bridging the connection
it left uncovered in 2917.

As for the BJP,  its 'guarav yatra'
apart, the Prime Minister has laid
out a slew of mega projects in

Gujarat, two of which shifted from
Maharashtra to convince voters
that continuity in its governance
would ensure uninterrupted 'devel-
opment' in the state with the guar-
antee of funds from the central gov-
ernment.The hair-splitting analysis
of television anchors notwithstand-
ing, the election match in Gujarat,
in a way, seem to be dominated by
'turncoats', including the likes of
Hardik Patel and Alpesh Thakor.

Italia, one-time Patidar agitation
spearhead and close associate of
Hardik, who is famous for hurling
a shoe at a BJP minister Pradipsinh
Jadeja outside the legislative assem-
bly 2017, is now an AAP nominee.
The BJP is set on its target again, lest
an undercurrent shakes it off or
throws a fractured delivery.

The 'facts' laid-out can, howev-
er, be deceptive at times. In 1985
Congress in Gujarat returned to
power with 149 seats and 55 per
cent votes and in the 2002 assem-
bly poll BJP won 127 seats and
gained 49.8 per cent of the votes and
cycles are slowly reversing again.

If journalism is said to be 'his-
tory written in a hurry', it would not
be irrelevant to quote historian EH
Carr from his noted book 'What is
History?' to put elections in a per-
spective.

"It used to be said that facts
speak for themselves. This is, of
course, untrue. The facts speak only
when the historian calls on them: it
is he who decides to which facts to
give the floor, and in what order or
context... a fact is like a sack—it
won't stand up till you have put
something  in it..".  Please, take your
pick from Gujarat!
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Residents of Ukraine's
bombed but undaunted
capital clutched empty

bottles in search of water and
crowded into cafés for power and
warmth on Thursday, switching
defiantly into survival mode
after new Russian missile strikes
a day earlier plunged the city and
much of the country into the
dark.

In scenes hard to believe in
a sophisticated city of 3 million,
some Kyiv residents resorted to
collecting rainwater from drain-
pipes, as repair teams laboured
to reconnect supplies. Friends
and family members exchanged
messages to find out who had
electricity and water back.

Some had one but not the
other. The previous day's aerial
onslaught on Ukraine's power
grid left many with neither.

Cafés in Kyiv that by some
small miracle had both quickly
became oases of comfort on
Thursday.

Oleksiy Rashchupkin, a 39-
year-old investment banker,
awoke to find that water had
been reconnected to his third-
floor flat but power had not. His
freezer thawed in the blackout,
leaving a puddle on his floor.

So he hopped in a cab and
crossed the Dnieper River from
left bank to right, to a café that
he'd noticed had stayed open
after previous Russian strikes.

Sure enough, it was open,
serving hot drinks, hot food and
with the music and WiFi on. “I'm
here because there is heating, cof-
fee and light,” he said. “Here is
life.”

Kyiv Mayor Vitali Klitschko
said about 70 per cent of the
Ukrainian capital was still with-
out power on Thursday morn-
ing.

With cold rain falling and
the remnants of a previous
snowfall still on the streets, the
mood was grim but steely.

The winter promises to be a
long one. But Ukrainians say that
if Russian President Vladimir

Putin's intention is to break
them, then he should think
again.

“Nobody will compromise
their will and principles just for
electricity,” said Alina Dubeiko,
34. She, too, sought out the com-
fort of another, equally crowded,
warm and lit café. Without elec-
tricity, heating and water at
home, she was determined to
keep up her work routine.
Adapting to life shorn of its usual
comforts, Dubeiko said she uses
two glasses of water to wash, then
ties her hair in a ponytail and is
ready for her working day.

She said she'd rather live
without power than live with the
Russian invasion, which crossed
the nine-month mark on
Thursday.

“Without light or you?
Without you,” she said, echoing
remarks President Volodymyr
Zelenskky made when Russia on
October 10 unleashed the first of
what has now become a series of
aerial onslaughts on key
Ukrainian infrastructure.

Klitschko said in a Telegram
statement that power engineers
“are doing their best ” to restore
electricity.

Water repair teams were
making progress, too. In the early
afternoon, Klitschko announced
that water supplies had been
restored across the capital, with
the caveat that “some consumers
may still experience low water
pressure.” People lined up at pub-
lic water points to fill plastic bot-
tles. In a strange new war-time
first for her, 31-year-old Health
Department employee Kateryna
Luchkina resorted to collecting
rainwater from a drainpipe, so
she could at least wash her
hands at work, which had no
water.

She filled two plastic bottles,
waiting patiently in the rain
until they had water to the brim.
A colleague followed behind
her, doing the same.

“We Ukrainians are so
resourceful, we will think of
something. We do not lose our
spirit,” Luchkina said.
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About 70 per cent of the
Ukrainian capital was left

without power, Kyiv's mayor
said on Thursday, a day after
Moscow unleashed yet anoth-
er devastating missile and
drone barrage on Ukraine's
energy infrastructure.

Wednesday's renewed
Russian attack on Ukrainian
infrastructure caused power
outages across large parts of the
country, further hobbling
Ukraine's already battered
power network and adding to
the misery for civilians as tem-
peratures plunge.

The strikes also caused
power outages in neighbouring
Moldova.

Russia has been targeting
Ukraine's power infrastruc-
ture following a string of bat-
tlefield setbacks its forces suf-
fered during the full scale war
it launched February 24, exact-
ly nine months ago on
Thursday.

Kyiv Mayor Vitali
Klitschko said in a Telegram
statement that “power engi-
neers are doing their best to get
(electricity) back as soon as
possible” and added that the
water supply has been restored
in about half of Kyiv on the left
bank of the Dnieper River.

Ukraine's General Staff
reported on Thursday morning
that Russian forces fired 67
cruise missiles and 10 drones
during Wednesday's “massive
attack on residential buildings
and energy infrastructure” in
Kyiv and several other regions
in Ukraine.

Efforts to restore power,
heating and water supplies dis-

rupted by the Wednesday
attacks were underway else-
where in Ukraine as well.

Ukraine's energy minister
Herman Haluschenko said
three out of four nuclear power
stations that are fully func-
tioning and which had been
forced offline by Wednesday's
strikes were subsequently
reconnected to the grid.

Governor of the Poltava
region Dmytro Lunin said “an
optimistic scenario” suggested
that electricity will come back
to residents of his central
Ukrainian region on Thursday.

“In the next few hours, we
will start supplying energy to
critical infrastructure, and then
to the majority of household
consumers,” Lunin said on
Telegram, noting that power
has already been restored for
15,500 people and 1,500 legal
entities in the region.

Lunin added that water
supplies resumed in several
parts of the city of Poltava, and
four boiler stations have start-
ed to heat regional hospitals.

The Kirovohrad and the
Vinnytsia regions were recon-
nected to the power grid early
on Thursday, adding to more

than a dozen other regions that
were reconnected on
Wednesday night, according to
Deputy head of Ukraine's pres-
idential office Kyrylo
Tymoshenko.

In the southeastern
Dnipropetrovsk region, power
has been restored for up to 50
per cent of consumers, Gov
Valentyn Reznichenko said,
but noted that “the situation
with energy is complicated.”

As Russia continues to
assail Ukraine's power net-
work, Ukrainian authorities
started opening what they call
“points of invincibility” —
heated and powered spaces
where people could go for hot
meals, electricity to recharge
their devices and to connect to
the internet.

Kyrylo Tymoshenko,
deputy head of Ukraine's pres-
idential office, said on
Thursday morning that a total
of 3,720 such spaces have been
opened across the country.

According to the initiative's
website, various venues have
been converted to such points
including government build-
ings, schools and kindergartens
and emergency services offices.
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Poland's government says an
anti-missile system which

Germany offered to send to
Poland should instead go to
Ukraine, a proposal that is a
likely non-starter for Berlin
because it would significantly
ratchet up NATO involvement
in Ukraine.

Poland's surprising
response to Berlin's offer was
welcomed by Ukraine, which is
desperate to protect its airspace
as barrage upon barrage of
Russian missiles have knocked
out power across the country.

But Germany's defence
Minister Christine Lambrecht
stressed that use of NATO
defence systems outside its ter-
ritory needs to be agreed by all
member states.

“It is important to us that
Poland can rely on allies to stand
by each other, even in difficult
times, and especially Poland in
its exposed position,” Lambrecht
told reporters in Berlin. “That's
why we have offered to support
air policing and Patriots, but
these Patriots are part of an inte-
grated air defence of NATO, that
is, they are intended for NATO
territory,” the minister said.

"If they are used outside the
NATO area, then it has to be
agreed with NATO and with the
allies beforehand.”

In Poland, critics of the
populist ruling party accused it
of sacrificing the country's secu-
rity with a war next door in
Ukraine for the sake of a domes-
tic political struggle which
exploits anti-German sentiment
for short-term gain.

The Rzeczpospolita daily
called the new proposal by
Poland's leaders “shocking,"
arguing that it would require
sending German soldiers oper-
ating the system to Ukraine, and
"that, in turn, would involve
NATO in a direct clash with

Russia, something the alliance
has been trying to avoid from
the beginning.”

“This proposal affects
Poland's credibility and, worst of
all, its security. The Germans get
a clear signal that we do not
want their help, so the defence
potential of the Polish sky will
be lower,” deputy editor Michal
Szuldrzynski wrote.

“In the worst war in Europe
since 1945, this is an unforgiv-
able mistake.”

Poland's populist ruling
party, facing elections next fall
with its popularity dented by 18
per cent inflation, has been
ratcheting up its anti-German
messaging, long a staple of the
party's campaign rhetoric.

Party leader Jaroslaw
Kaczynski has also been trying
to link his domestic opponents,
particularly Donald Tusk, a for-
mer European Union leader, to
Germany, saying on Sunday
that if Tusk's party wins next
year, Poland would find itself
“under the German boot.”

When Germany recently
offered Warsaw Eurofighter
planes and Patriot air defence

missile batteries, Poland's
Defence Minister Mariusz
Blaszczak initially said it was an
offer he would accept with “sat-
isfaction.” The offer came after
two men were killed when an
apparently stray Ukrainian
defence projectile fell in Poland
near the border with Ukraine on
November 15.

But Poland's tune changed
after Kaczynski gave an inter-
view to the state news agency
PAP on Wednesday, saying that
the offer is “interesting,” but that
“it would be best for Poland's
security if Germany handed
the equipment to the
Ukrainians."

Since then, both Blaszczak
and Prime Minister Mateusz
Morawiecki have repeated the
position of Kaczynski, the coun-
try's most powerful leader.

After Russia's full-scale
invasion of Ukraine on
February 24, NATO beefed up
its defences along its eastern
flank, including Poland, while
Warsaw has worked to strength-
en the nation's own military
with massive armaments pur-
chases.
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Ruddian President Vladimir
Putin could resort to using

Novichok in mass chemical
weapon attacks in Ukraine if his
troops continue to lose ground,
US officials fear, according to a
media report.

As the progress of the war
has gone increasingly in Kiev's
favour, fears that Russia could
take extreme measures to force
Ukraine to surrender - such as
launching a nuclear strike or a
dirty bomb attack - have been
rising, Daily Mail reported.

But according to six people
with knowledge of the matter,
Putin is prepared to use chemi-
cal weapons in a mass-casualty
event before resorting to a
nuclear confrontation with
NATO.

According to the sources,
cited by Politico, President Joe
Biden's administration is work-
ing to ensure its western allies are
prepared for such an attack.

The sources said that
Washington predicts Russia will
use chemical weapons in the
event of further losses on the bat-
tlefield, or a total collapse of

Putin's army.
Top US officials strategising

for such an attack believe
Moscow could deploy chemical
weapons Russia has been known
to use in the past - including
those used in the poisoning of
opposition leader Alexei Navalny
(on a flight to Moscow) and for-
mer Russian military intelli-
gence officer Sergei Skripal (in
Salisbury, Britain), Daily Mail
reported.

Both were poisoned with a
Novichok nerve agent and were
hospitalised in a critical condi-
tion. Against the odds, they
both survived the attack.

While in the past, the nerve
agent has been used by Russia to
target individuals, US officials
have said it can also be used to
carry out a mass-casualty event.
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In his address to the UN
Security Council, Ukrainian

President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy has accused Russia
of committing "crimes against
humanity" after a new barrage
of missile strikes have caused
widespread power outages
across the war-torn nation.

"Russia has long been try-
ing to turn the UN Security
Council into a platform for
rhetoric. But it was created as
the world's most powerful
platform for decisions and
actions. Therefore, the
Security Council must give a
clear assessment of the actions
of the terrorist state," he told
the UN body in a video
address on Wednesday.

"Ukraine proposes that
the Security Council adopt
such a resolution condemning
all forms of energy terror. I
confirm the invitation from
Ukraine regarding the mission
of UN experts to critical infra-
structure facilities of our coun-
try that have been or may be
hit by Russian missiles.

"It is necessary to give a
proper assessment of damage
and destruction. It should be
stated that these are strikes
against the very infrastructure
that ensures the lives of tens of
millions of people.

"The world should not be
held hostage by one interna-
tional terrorist," the President
added.

The recent Russian attacks
have damaged almost half of
Ukraine's energy system and
millions of people are without
power as temperatures drop
for winter.

Blackouts, both scheduled
and unscheduled, have
become common in many
parts of Ukraine, as Russia
aims regular waves of missile
attacks at parts of the energy
infrastructure.

According to the
President, at least seven peo-
ple were killed and more than
20 million others were left
without electricity on
November 8 when Russia car-
ried out over a 100 missile
strikes in what is believed to be
Moscow's biggest wave of mis-
sile strikes since the invasion
began on February 24.

As a result, nuclear power
plants in the country also
went off-line.

Later in his nightly video
address to the nation,
Zelenksyy said due to the
missile strikes which even
continued on Wednesday, the
situation in Kiev remained
"very difficult" and efforts
would continue through the
night to restore electricity.

5������!!�
������
	����
����6���+��

�
�������+
���!7�

���■ ������;,��

The intense firefight over
Ukraine has the Pentagon

rethinking its weapons stock-
piles. If another major war broke
out today, would the United
States have enough ammunition
to fight? It’s a question con-
fronting Pentagon planners, not
only as they aim to supply
Ukraine for a war with Russia
that could stretch years longer,
but also as they look ahead to a
potential conflict with China.

Russia is firing as many as
20,000 rounds a day, ranging
from bullets for automatic rifles
to truck-sized cruise missiles.
Ukraine is answering with as
many as 7,000 rounds a day, fir-
ing 155 mm howitzer rounds,
Stinger anti-aircraft missiles and
now NASAMS air defense muni-
tions, and thousands of rounds
of small arms fire.

Much of Ukraine’s firepow-
er is being supplied through U.S.
government-funded weapons
that are pushed almost weekly to
the front lines. On Wednesday,
the Biden administration
announced an additional round
of aid that will provide 20 mil-
lion more rounds of small arms
ammunition to Kyiv. “We’ve not

been in a position where we’ve
got only a few days of some crit-
ical munition left,” Pentagon
comptroller Michael McCord
told reporters this month. “But
we are now supporting a partner
who is.” 

U.S. defense production
lines are not scaled to supply a
major land war, and some, like
for the Stinger, were previously
shut down.

That's putting pressure on
U.S. reserves and has officials
asking whether U.S. weapons
stockpiles are big enough. Would
the U.S. be ready to respond to
a major conflict today, for exam-
ple if China invaded Taiwan?

“What would happen if
something blew up in Indo-
Pacom? Not five years from
now, not 10 years from now,
what if it happened next week?”
Bill LaPlante, the Pentagon’s top
weapons buyer, said, referring to
the military's Indo-Pacific
Command. He spoke at a
defense acquisitions conference
this month at George Mason
University in Virginia.

“What do we have in any
degree of quantity? That will
actually be effective? Those are
the questions we’re asking right
this minute,” he said.

The Army uses many of the
same munitions that have proven

most critical in Ukraine, includ-
ing High Mobility Artillery
Rocket Systems, known as
HIMARS, Stinger missiles and
155 mm howitzer rounds, and is
now reviewing its stockpile
requirements, Doug Bush, the
Army’s assistant secretary for
acquisition, told reporters
Monday.

“They’re seeing what
Ukraine is using, what we can
produce and how fast we can
ramp up, all of which are factors
you would work into, ‘OK, how
(big) does your pre-war stockpile
need to be?” Bush said. “The
slower you ramp up, the bigger
the pile needs to be at the start.”

The military aid packages
the U.S. sends either pull inven-
tory from stockpiles or fund con-
tracts with industry to step up
production. At least $19 billion
in military aid has been com-
mitted to date, including 924,000
artillery rounds for 155mm how-
itzers, more than 8,500 Javelin
anti-tank systems, 1,600 Stinger
anti-aircraft systems and hun-
dreds of vehicles and drones. It’s
also provided advanced air
defense systems and 38
HIMARS, although the
Pentagon does not disclose how
many rounds of ammunition it
sends with the rocket systems.
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On the fourth day of an
increasingly urgent search,

Indonesian rescuers narrowed
their focus Thursday to a land-
slide where dozens of people
were believed trapped after an
earthquake killed at least 272,
more than a third of them chil-
dren. Many of the more than
1,000 rescuers were using back-
hoes, sniffer dogs and life detec-
tors — as well as their bare hands
— to search the worst-hit area of
Cijendil village in mountainous
Cianjur district where a landslide
set off by Monday's quake left
tons of mud, rocks and broken
trees. 

Suharyanto, chief of the
National Disaster Mitigation
Agency, said the rescuers are
planning to use more heavy
equipment to search the land-
slide after using maximum
human power. “Hopefully in
the next two days, after the
weather is good, we can use
heavy equipment and more vic-
tims will be found,” Suharyanto
said. Rescue efforts were tem-
porarily suspended Wednesday
as heavy monsoon rains fell.

Indonesian President Joko
Widodo visited Cianjur on
Thursday and said rescuers will
focus on one location where 39
people are missing.

“The search process will be
our priority for now,” Widodo
said. “The soil is unstable, so you
need to be careful," he warned.

He said distribution of relief
supplies has been difficult
because the injured and dis-
placed are spread out and hard
to reach. “We hope all victims
can be found soon,” said Henri
Alfiandi, chief of the National
Search and Rescue Agency.

On Wednesday, searchers
rescued a 6-year-old boy who
was trapped for two days under
the rubble of his collapsed house.

Data from National Disaster
Mitigation Agency showed that
100 of the 272 confirmed deaths
were children.

Monday's magnitude 5.6
quake injured more than 2,000
people, damaged at least 56,000
houses and displaced at least
62,000 people to evacuation
centers and other shelters. The
agency said 171 public facilities
were destroyed, including 31
schools. 
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Doggedly persisting with its
much-criticised zero-

COVID policy, China has slipped
deeper into the coronavirus quag-
mire as it reported a record
31,444 infections on Thursday
with many of its cities, including
Beijing, resorting to community
lockdowns to stem the virus
amid worsening wintery weath-
er. Faced with a renewed surge in
cases in Beijing, as well as the first

deaths from the virus in months,
officials have already imple-
mented some restrictions in sev-
eral districts, with shops, schools
and restaurants closed.

The National Health
Commission reported 31,444
local infections on Thursday,
surpassing 29,317 cases record-
ed on April 13 during the height
of the lockdown in Shanghai

where over 25 million people
were confined to their homes for
months, drawing public protests.

Also, there is growing anxi-
ety in the capital Beijing, espe-
cially the sprawling Chaoyang
district, home of the country's top
leadership, besides the elite as the
caseload in the district climbed
to 1,648, perhaps the highest in
recent times.
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The body of an Israeli teen that
was taken by Palestinian

militants from a West Bank
hospital was returned to his
family on Thursday, the Israeli
military said.  Relatives of Tiran
Fero, 17, said Palestinian mili-
tants in the occupied West Bank
city of Jenin entered the hospi-
tal where Fero was seeking treat-
ment after a car crash. They dis-
connected him from hospital
equipment while still alive,
according to his father, and
removed him from the hospital.

The Israeli military said
Fero was already dead when he
was snatched and that the cir-
cumstances of the teenager's
death remained under probe.
Incident threatened to ratchet up
already boiling tensions between
Israel and the Palestinians, but
the body's return appeared to
defuse that for now.
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The powerful sister of North
Korean leader Kim Jong

Un attacked South Korea with
a string of insults on Thursday
for considering new unilater-
al sanctions against the North,
calling its president and his
government “idiots” and “a
running wild dog gnawing on
a bone given by the US.”

Kim Yo Jong's diatribe
came two days after South
Korea's Foreign Ministry said
it was considering additional
sanctions on North Korea over
its recent barrage of missile
tests.

The ministry said it would
also consider taking action
against alleged cyber attacks by
North Korea — believed to be
a key new source of funding

for its weapons program — if
the North conducts a major
provocation like a nuclear test.

“I wonder what sanc-
tions' the South Korean group,
no more than a running wild
dog gnawing on a bone given
by the US, impudently will
impose on North Korea,” Kim
Yo Jong said in a statement car-
ried by state media. “What a
spectacle sight!”

She called South Korea's
conservative President Yoon
Suk Yeol and his administra-
tion “idiots who continue cre-
ating the dangerous situation.”

She added that South
Korea “had not been our tar-
get” when Moon Jae-in —
Yoon's liberal predecessor who
sought reconciliation with
North Korea — was in power.

The comment could be
seen as an attempt to foster
anti-Yoon sentiment in South
Korea.

“We warn the impudent
and stupid once again that the
desperate sanctions and pres-
sure of the US and its South
Korean stooges against (North
Korea) will add fuel to the lat-
ter's hostility and anger and
they will serve as a noose for
them,” Kim Yo Jong said.

Kim Yo Jong's official
title is vice department direc-
tor of the Central Committee
of the North's ruling Workers'
Party.

But South Korea's spy
agency says she is the North's
second-most powerful person
after her brother and handles
relations with South Korea
and the United States.

While it's not the first time
Kim Yo Jong has used crude
invectives toward South Korea,
North Korea is expected to fur-
ther escalate military tensions
on the Korean Peninsula given
that she's in charge of relations
with South Korea and wields
some influences on the North's
military, said analyst Cheong
Seong-Chang at the private
Sejong Institute in South
Korea.
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Long-time opposition leader
Anwar Ibrahim was sworn

in as Malaysia's prime minister
Thursday, in a victory for polit-
ical reformers locked in a bat-
tle with Malay nationalists for
days after the divisive general
election produced a hung
Parliament.

Broadcast live on national
television, Anwar took his oath
of office Thursday evening in
a simple ceremony at the
national palace.

Malaysia's king, Sultan
Abdullah Sultan Ahmad Shah,
named Anwar, 75, as the
nation's 10th leader after say-
ing he was satisfied that Anwar
is the candidate who is likely to
have majority support.

Anwar's Alliance of Hope
led Saturday's election with 82
seats, short of the 112 needed
for a majority. 

An unexpected surge of
ethnic Malay support propelled
Former Prime Minister
Muhyiddin Yassin's right-lean-
ing National Alliance to win 73
seats, with its ally Pan-
Malaysian Islamic Party emerg-
ing as the biggest single party
with 49 seats.
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The Philippines has sought
an explanation from
China after a Filipino

military commander reported
that the Chinese coast guard
forcibly seized Chinese rocket
debris in the possession of
Filipino navy personnel in the
disputed South China Sea, offi-
cials said on Thursday.

Sunday's incident off
Philippine-occupied Thitu
island is the latest flare-up in the
long-seething territorial dis-
putes involving China, the
Philippines, Vietnam, Malaysia,
Brunei and Taiwan.

China has denied its coast
guard forcibly seized the debris
from the Filipino sailors.

Department of Foreign
Affairs spokesperson in Manila,
Maria Theresa Daza, said with-
out elaborating that a diplomatic
note was relayed to China for
“clarification from the Chinese
side over the incident.”

Vice Adm. Alberto Carlos,
who heads the military's
Western Command, said the
Filipino sailors, using a long-
range camera, spotted the debris
drifting in strong waves near a
sandbar about 800 yards (540
metres) offshore.

They set out on a boat and

retrieved the floating object
and started to tow it back to
Thitu Island. As they were trav-
elling back to the island, “they
noticed that a China coast
guard vessel with bow number
5203 was approaching their
location and subsequently
blocked their pre-plotted course
twice,” Carlos said in a state-
ment.

The Chinese coast guard
vessel then deployed an inflat-
able boat with personnel who
“forcefully retrieved said float-
ing object by cutting the towing
line” attached to the Filipino
sailors' rubber boat.

The sailors decided to
return to their island, Carlos

said, without detailing what
happened.

Chinese coast guard ships
have blocked Philippine supply
boats delivering supplies to
Filipino forces in the disputed
waters in the past but seizing
objects in the possession of
another nation's military con-
stitutes a more brazen act.

China's Foreign Ministry in
Beijing has denied that the
debris was seized forcibly.

“The Philippine side sal-
vaged and towed the object first.
After friendly consultation at the
site, the Philippine side returned
the object to China, and China
expressed appreciation for that,”
ministry spokeswoman Mao

Ning said on Monday. “There
was no such thing as intercep-
tion or forcible seizure at the
scene.”

Responding to China's
denial, top Philippine defense
official Jose Faustino Jr. Stood by
the accounts of the Filipino navy
personnel and said the debris
was “rudely” taken from them
by the Chinese coast guard.
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.
Said he would also seek clarifi-
cation when he visits Beijing in
January to meet China's leader
Xi Jinping.

Faustino said a separate
Philippine investigation was
underway after Filipino vil-
lagers on Thitu reported hear-
ing unexplained explosions on
Sunday.

It was not clear where the
thunder-like blasts, which
caused slight tremors on the
ground, came from and what
were their nature. Villagers on
the island were alarmed, officials
said, adding they prepared an
evacuation plan in case there
would be a need for it.

Thitu, which Filipinos call
Pagasa, or hope, hosts a fishing
community and Filipino forces
and lies near Subi, one of seven
disputed reefs that China has
turned into missile-protected
islands in the disputed waters.
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Sri Lanka's ousted President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa was

issued a notice by the Supreme
Court on Thursday over a
presidential pardon granted by
him to a former lawmaker of
his party who was convicted in
a murder of a party colleague
in 2011.

Rajapaksa, who pardoned
Duminda Silva-- a former par-
liamentarian from his Sri
Lanka Podujana Peramuna
(SLPP) party, has been issued
a second summons since he
left office in July this year.

Silva who was sentenced
to death in 2017 for involve-
ment in the 2011 murder of a
party colleague and ex-MP,
Bharatha Lakshman
Premachandra, and four oth-
ers, was freed in June 2021
after Rajapaksa granted him a
presidential pardon. 

However, the Supreme
Court in May this year
quashed the pardoning and

ordered Silva to be arrested
again.  He is expected to
appear as a respondent before
the Supreme Court on
December 16 for the hearing
of a fundamental rights peti-
tion filed by Premachandra's
wife and daughter.

Similarly, in mid-October,
the highest court issued a
summons to him to appear in
court over the 2011 disap-
pearance of two rights activists
Lalith Weeraraj and Kugan

Murugananthan from the
northern province.

The disappearances took
place 12 years ago soon after
the end of the country's long
civil war when Rajapaksa was
a powerful official at the
Defence Ministry under the
presidency of his elder broth-
er, Mahinda Rajapaksa.

At the time, he was
accused of overseeing abduc-
tion squads that whisked away
rebel suspects, critical jour-
nalists, and activists, many of
them never to be seen again.

He has previously denied
any wrongdoing.

Rajapaksa, 73, was oust-
ed in a popular uprising
against him in July this year
following months of street
protests that called for his res-
ignation. 

He fled to the Maldives in
mid-July and announced his
resignation from Singapore.

In early September, he
returned to the country from
Thailand. 
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Awriter who accused for-
mer President Donald

Trump of rape filed an upgrad-
ed lawsuit against him on
Thursday in New York, minutes
after a new state law took effect
allowing victims of sexual vio-
lence to sue over attacks that
occurred decades ago.

E. Jean Carroll's lawyer filed
the legal papers electronically as
the Adult Survivor's Act tem-
porarily lifted the state's usual
deadlines for suing over sexual
assault.  She sought unspecified
compensatory and punitive
damages for pain and suffering,
psychological harms, dignity
loss and reputation damage.

Carroll, a longtime advice
columnist for Elle magazine,
first made the claim in a 2019
book, saying Trump raped her
in the dressing room of a
Manhattan luxury department

store in 1995 or 1996.
Trump responded to the

book's allegations by saying it
could never have happened
because Carroll was “not my
type."His remarks led Carroll to
file a defamation lawsuit against
him, but that lawsuit has been
tied up in appeals courts as
judges decide whether he is pro-
tected from legal claims for
comments made while he was

president.
Previously, Carroll had been

barred by state law from suing
over the alleged rape because
too many years had passed
since the incident. 

New York's new law, how-
ever, gives sex crime victims
who missed deadlines associat-
ed with statute of limitations a
second chance to file a lawsuit.
A window for such suits will
open for one year, after which
the usual time limits will be
reinstated.

At least hundreds of law-
suits are expected, including
many filed by women who say
they were assaulted by co-work-
ers, prison guards, medical
providers or others. 

In her new claims, Carroll
maintains that Trump com-
mitted battery “when he forcibly
raped and groped her” and
that he defamed her when he
denied raping her last month.

Trump said in his statement
that Carroll “completely made
up a story that I met her at the
doors of this crowded New
York City Department Store
and, within minutes, swooned'
her. It is a Hoax and a lie, just
like all the other Hoaxes that
have been played on me for the
past seven years."

Carroll's new ability to sue
Trump for rape could help her
sidestep a potentially fatal legal
flaw in her original defamation
case.

If the courts ultimately hold
that Trump's original disparag-
ing comments about Carroll's
rape allegation were part of his
job duties, as president, she
would be barred from suing him
over those remarks, as federal
employees are protected from
defamation claims. No such
protection would cover things
he did prior to becoming pres-
ident.
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Nepal Prime Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba's Nepali

Congress (NC)-led ruling
coalition was on Thursday on
its way to winning Nepal's
parliamentary elections and
has bagged 40 seats out of 65
declared so far.

Out of the 275 Members of
Parliament, 165 will be elected
through direct voting, while the
remaining 110 will be elected
through a proportional elec-
toral system.

Till now, the Nepali
Congress has won 25 seats
and is leading in 31 more.

The CPN-Maoist Centre
has bagged 7 seats, CPN-
Unified Socialist 6 and Rastriya
Janamorcha and Lokatantrik
Samajwadi Party one each.
They all are part of the ruling
coalition. 

The Maoist Centre and
CPN-Unified Socialist have
been leading in 10 and 5 seats
respectively.

The main Opposition
CPN-UML led by former pre-
mier K P Sharma Oli has won
15 seats and is leading in 29
others.

The CPN-UML partners -

the Rastriya Prajatantra Party
and Janata Samajwadi Party -
have won two and one seats
respectively.

The newly-formed Rastriya
Swotantra Party has won five
seats and is leading in four
seats.

Rastriya Prajatantra Party
has won two seats and is lead-
ing in three seats.

Nagarik Unmukti Party,
Janmat Party, Loktantrik
Samajwadi Party, Rastriya
Janamorcha and independent
candidates have secured one
seat each. 

If trends continue, the NC-
led five-party alliance will be in
a position to form a coalition
government.

However, the CPN-UML
has secured the highest num-
ber of votes under the propor-
tionate voting system, which
gives it an advantage.

Under the proportionate
system, the CPN-UML has so
far received 3,65,505 votes
whereas the NC and Maoist
Centre received 3,37,328 and
1,61,069 votes respectively.

In Nepal's capital city
Kathmandu, the CPN-UML
could bag just one seat, down
from the six it had bagged in
2017.

Out of the 10 seats in the
district, the ruling Nepali
Congress (NC) has secured
five and Rastriya Swotantra
Party (RSP) bagged four.
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Unemployment rate for per-
sons aged 15 years and

above in urban areas declined to
7.2 per cent during July-
September 2022 from 9.8 per
cent a year ago, the National
Statistical Office (NSO) said on
Thursday.

Joblessness or unemploy-
ment rate is defined as the per-
centage of unemployed per-
sons among the labour force.
Joblessness was high in July-
September 2021 mainly due to
the staggering impact of Covid-
related restrictions in the coun-
try.

The latest data based on a
periodic labour force survey,
underlining a decline in the
unemployment rate amid an
improved labour force partici-
pation ratio, point towards a
sustained economic recovery
from the shadow of the pan-
demic.

The unemployment rate
for persons aged 15 years and
above in April-June 2022 was
7.6 per cent in urban areas, the
16th Periodic Labour Force
Survey (PLFS) showed.

It also showed that the
unemployment rate among
females (aged 15 years and
above) in urban areas declined
to 9.4 per cent in July-
September, 2022 from 11.6 per
cent a year ago. It was 9.5 per
cent in April-June, 2022.

Among males, the unem-
ployment rate in urban areas
dipped to 6.6 per cent in July-
September 2022 compared to
9.3 per cent a year ago. It was 7.1
per cent in April-June 2022.

Labour force participation
rate in CWS (Current Weekly
Status) in urban areas for per-
sons aged 15 years and above
increased to 47.9 per cent in the
July-September quarter of 2022,
from 46.9 per cent in the same
period a year ago. It was 47.5 per
cent in April-June 2022.

Labour force refers to the
part of the population which
supplies or offers to supply
labour for pursuing economic
activities for the production of
goods and services and, there-
fore, includes both employed
and unemployed persons.

NSO launched PLFS in
April 2017. On the basis of
PLFS, a quarterly bulletin is

brought out giving estimates of
labour force indicators namely
unemployment rate, Worker
Population Ratio (WPR),
Labour Force Participation Rate
(LFPR), distribution of workers
by broad status in employment
and industry of work in CWS.

The estimates of unem-
ployed persons in CWS give an
average picture of unemploy-
ment in a short period of seven
days during the survey period.

In the CWS approach, a
person is considered unem-
ployed if he/she did not work
even for one hour on any day
during the week but sought or
was available for work at least
for one hour on any day during
the period.

Labour force, according to

CWS, is the number of persons
either employed or unemployed
on average in a week preceding
the date of the survey. LFPR is
defined as the percentage of the
population in the labour force.

WPR (in per cent) in CWS
in urban areas for persons aged
15 years and above stood at 44.5
per cent in July-September,
2022, up from 42.3 per cent in
the same period a year ago. It
was 43.9 per cent in April-June,
2022.

Fifteen Quarterly Bulletins
of PLFS corresponding to the
quarter ending December 2018
to the quarter ending June 2022
have already been released. The
present Quarterly Bulletin is the
sixteenth in the series for the
quarter of July-September 2022.
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Equity benchmark BSE
Sensex closed at an all-

time high of 62,272.68 on
Thursday, tracking a firm trend
in global markets after the US
Fed minutes indicated a slow-
er pace of rate increase that bol-
stered investors' sentiment.

Extending its rally to the
third straight day, the 30-share
BSE benchmark rallied 762.10
points or 1.24 per cent to set-
tle at 62,272.68, its record clos-
ing peak. During the day, it
jumped 901.75 points or 1.46
per cent to its lifetime high of
62,412.33. 

The broader NSE Nifty
gained 216.85 points or 1.19
per cent to end at 18,484.10.
During the day, it hit its 52-
week high of 18,529.70, high-
er by 262.45 points or 1.43 per
cent.

"Two triggers assisted the
Sensex rally to record highs.
One, in the mother market US,
the market construct turned
favourable with rising equities,
declining bond yields and
falling dollar. Two, macro
developments in India show
steady rise in credit growth and
capex indicating strong eco-
nomic recovery.

"Along with this, sharp
correction in crude is a big pos-

itive. This has facilitated this
Sensex rally led by large-caps,
mainly the HDFC twins,
Infosys, TCS and RIL," said V
K Vijayakumar, Chief
Investment Strategist at Geojit
Financial Services.

From the Sensex pack,
HCL Technologies, Infosys,
Wipro, Power Grid, Tech
Mahindra, Tata Consultancy
Services, Hindustan Unilever,
HDFC, HDFC Bank and
Mahindra & Mahindra were
among the major winners.

Bajaj Finserv, Tata Steel,
Bajaj Finance and Kotak
Mahindra Bank were the lag-
gards.

Elsewhere in Asia, markets
in Seoul, Tokyo and Hong
Kong ended in the green, while
Shanghai settled lower.

Equity exchanges in
Europe were trading in the
green in the afternoon trade.
Wall Street had ended higher

on Wednesday.
"Led by broad-based buy-

ing, domestic indices witnessed
solid gains as investors digest-
ed the latest Federal Open
Market Committee (FOMC)
meeting minutes, which hint-
ed that the rate hike cycle may
be slowing down. The opti-
mism was further boosted by
falling crude prices and the
declining dollar index. Crude
oil prices dropped over talks of
a possible price cap on Russian
oil and a rise in US product
stockpiles," said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research at Geojit
Financial Services.

International oil bench-
mark Brent crude was trading
0.46 per cent lower at USD
85.02 per barrel.

Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) offloaded
shares worth Rs 789.86 crore
on Wednesday, as per exchange
data.
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The rupee appreciated 30
paise to close at 81.63 (pro-

visional) against the US dollar
on Thursday as a weak green-
back in the overseas market
and a rally in domestic equities
boosted investor sentiments.

Forex traders said the dol-
lar fell in international trade
post the weak US data and
dovish Fed minutes.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local unit
opened at 81.72 and touched an
intra-day high of 81.60 and a
low of 81.77 against the green-
back.

The local unit finally set-
tled at 81.63, registering a rise
of 30 paise over its previous
close.

On Wednesday, the rupee
depreciated 26 paise to close at
81.93 against the US currency.
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India is well placed to grow at
a "moderately brisk rate" in

the coming years on the back
of macroeconomic stability,
despite global monetary tight-
ening, a finance ministry report
said on Thursday.

It further said inflationary
pressures will ease in the com-
ing months with the arrival of
kharif crops and at the same
time job opportunities will
increase with improvement in
business prospects.

The 'Monthly Economic
Review for October 2022' also
cautioned that the US mone-
tary tightening is a "future
risk" which could lead to dip in
stock prices, weaker currencies
and higher bond yields, result-
ing in higher borrowing costs
for many governments around
the world.

It said a rapid deterioration
in global growth prospects,
high inflation, and worsening
financial conditions have
increased fears of an impend-
ing global recession.

The spillovers of the glob-

al slowdown may dampen
India's exports businesses out-
look. However, resilient domes-
tic demand, a re-invigorated
investment cycle along with
strengthened financial system
and structural reforms will
provide impetus to economic
growth going forward.

"In a world where mone-
tary tightening has weakened
growth prospects, India
appears well placed to grow at
a moderately brisk rate in the
coming years on account of the
priority it accorded (to) macro-
economic stability," the report
said.

The ministry said, so far in
current year, India's food secu-
rity concerns have been
addressed and will continue to
receive the utmost priority
from the government.

"Easing international com-

modity prices and new kharif
arrival are also set to dampen
inflationary pressures in the
coming months," it said.

India's wholesale and retail
price inflation fell in October
after remaining high for most
part of the year mainly due to
supply chain disruptions fol-
lowing outbreak of the Russia-
Ukraine war in February.

Retail or CPI inflation fell
to 3-month low of 6.7 per
cent, while wholesale or WPI
inflation was at 19-month low
of 8.39 per cent.

Russia and Ukraine are
among the most important
producers of essential agricul-
tural commodities, including
wheat, maize, sunflower seeds
and inputs like fertilisers.

Together with other coun-
tries bordering the Black Sea,
they constitute the world's
breadbasket.

Along with an uncertain
macroeconomic outlook, the
year 2022 also brought to the
fore the vulnerability and inter-
connectedness of the global
food system to shocks, the
ministry said.
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Exporters on Thursday
demanded fiscal incentives,

tweaking in customs duties on
certain products and credit at
affordable rates in the forth-
coming Budget to boost
exports and create jobs.

In a pre-budget virtual
meeting with Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman, the
Federation of Indian Export
Organisations (FIEO) said the
depreciation of the rupee
against the US dollar is affect-
ing exports' competitiveness
and the sector requires more
support.

"Creation of employment is
the biggest challenge faced by
the country...We would urge
the government to provide fis-
cal support to units which
provide additional employ-
ment in the export sector," the
exporter's body said.

It said that incentives may
be provided based on twin
criteria of growth in exports
and the creation of additional
jobs.

The body stated that at a
time when global demand for

goods is declining, it has
become fundamental to go for
"aggressive" marketing.

It argued that the Rs 200
crore support given under
Market Development
Assistance (MDA) scheme for
promoting exports to USD
460-470 billion is just a "drop
in the ocean".

"Therefore, for aggressive
marketing, there is a need for
the creation of an Export
Development Fund with a cor-
pus of minimum 0.5 per cent
of preceding year's exports," it
suggested adding a special
scheme for goods exported by
MSME can be introduced in
the Budget.

On the direct tax front, it

has demanded an increase in
the deduction for investment.
On R&D, and procedural sim-
plification by the abolition of
TCS (Tax Collected at Source)
has been sought.

It also asked for a 200 per
cent tax deduction on the
expenditure made by exporters
for overseas marketing; and
extension of tax incentives for
the private sector to set up a
global Indian shipping line to
tap the market.

On loans to MSMEs
(micro, small and medium
enterprises), FIEO said the
credit rate is currently between
11-13 per cent and it may
increase further in the next few
months.
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Reserve Bank Deputy
Governor Michael Patra

on Thursday said formulating
monetary policy is a challeng-
ing task in a volatile environ-
ment like the current one,
given lagged data inputs, which
are also frequently reviewed.

Patra said that next week,
the deliberations will be start-
ing for the next policy review
to be announced in the first
week of December and will
have to depend on inflation
data for October and growth
data for July-September com-
ing out on November 30.

"Monetary policy has to be
forward-looking, and that is
because when the policy rate is
changed, it takes quite a while
before it reaches lending rates
and aggregate demand in the
economy. Hence, we can only
target future inflation, not yes-
terday's," Patra said in a speech
at the annual SBI conclave. 

"On the basis of one month
ago and three month ago data,
I will have to assess what is
inflation and growth going to

be one year down the line," he
added.

Patra, who oversees the
important monetary policy
function at the central bank,
said there are shocks like the
war in Ukraine, and the jump
in oil and food prices, which
the monetary policy has to con-
tend with after the release of the
dated official data. 

Additionally, there is the
risk of frequent reviews as
well, he rued, pointing out
that in India, we have prelim-
inary, partial, revised and final
styles of account presentations. 

"Another complexity to
this whole tightrope walking is
that the whole data on this data
from NSSO (National Sample
Survey Office) from 3 months
ago are subject to revision.
And sometimes the change is
drastic," he noted.
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In the backdrop of China's ris-
ing exports to India, former

West Bengal Finance Minister
Amit Mitra Thursday took a
dig at the Centre's dependence
on trade with that country
and termed it as a threat to the
nation's security. 

Mitra, who is currently the
principal chief adviser to West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee, predicted that India's
dependence on imports from
China is set to double that of
2014.

"The dependence of India
on China will widen Chinese
premier Xi Jinping's Mona Lisa
smile in the coming G20 sum-
mit in New Delhi September
next year".

Chinese exports to India
has witnessed a rise of about 31
per cent.

"Modi regime's 'China
nirbhar' (dependence on
China) is a threat to India's
national security. 

India's dependence on
imports from China is set to
double since 2014 ($60 billion
to $120 billion in 2022). Now
you can read more into Xi's
'Mona Lisa 'smile' at Modi at G-
20," Mitra tweeted.
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Edible oil industry body SEA
has written to the Union

food minister Piyush Goyal to
increase import duty on refined
palm oil to 20 per cent from the
current 12.5 per cent in order
to protect domestic refiners.

The Solvent Extractors'
Association of India (SEA)
pointed out that the duty dif-
ference between crude palm oil
(CPO) and refined palm oil is
only 7.5 per cent, resulting in
higher imports of refined palm
oil and lower capacity utilisa-
tion of the domestic refining
industry.

"The low duty difference of
7.5 per cent is a boon for
Indonesian and Malaysia refin-
ers. The duty difference
between CPO and refined pal-
molein/palm oil needs to be
increased from the current 7.5
per cent to at least 15 per cent.

"This may be done by
increasing RBD Palmolein duty
from the current 12.5 per cent
to 20 per cent without any
change in CPO duty," said the
letter, signed by SEA President
Ajay Jhunjhunwala and Atul
Chaturvedi, Chairman of Asian
Palm Oil Alliance (APOA). 

The association has argued
that a 15 per cent duty differ-
ence would help reduce refined
palmolein imports and replace
the same with crude palm oil
imports.
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Rooftop solar capacity instal-
lations in India fell 29 per

cent to 320 megawatt (MW) in
July-September 2022, accord-
ing to Mercom Research India.

The country added 448
MW rooftop solar capacity in
the same quarter a year ago, the
research firm said in a report
on Thursday.

During January-
September, the installations at
1,165 MW were also down 11
per cent compared to 1,310
MW in the corresponding
nine-month period of the last
year, the report titled 'Mercom
India Rooftop Solar Market
Report Q3 2022' said.

In the third quarter of
2022, 46 per cent of rooftop
solar capacity was installed in

the industrial sector, followed
by 32 per cent in residential,
commercial 21 per cent and the
remaining in the government
sector.

According to the report, at
the end of Q3 2022, cumulative
rooftop solar installations
reached 8.3 GW.

"We are seeing rooftop
solar installations trending
down as costs have risen. The
market is struggling with sup-
ply issues because of the
Approved List of Module and
Manufacturers (ALMM), and
installers are finding it a tough

environment to operate in
overall," said Raj Prabhu, CEO
of Mercom Capital Group.

The tendering process
increased 46 per cent year-on-
year to around 311 MW of
rooftop solar projects in July-
September 2022, of which 33
per cent were announced by
the Uttar Pradesh New and
Renewable Energy
Development Agency, 16 per
cent by Solar Energy
Corporation of India (SECI)
and 51 per cent by other state
agencies.

Gujarat became the leading
state with the highest rooftop
solar installations, followed by
Maharashtra and Rajasthan.
The top 10 states accounted for
approximately 73 per cent of
cumulative rooftop solar instal-
lations.
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External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar on Thursday

said a concentrated global push
for millets is needed as the
three Cs of climate change,
Covid-19 and conflict are
impacting food security in
some way or the other.

Millets are grown in 130
countries, including India, and
a concentrated push by these
countries for millets would
enhance food security, increase
self-reliance and global avail-
ability, the minister said.

Speaking at a pre-launch
celebration of 2023 as the
International Year of Millets,
the minister shared how each
of the 3Cs has impacted food
security putting the global
economy at risk due to the con-

centration of production cen-
tres and trade disruption. 

He said de-risking the
global economy requires more
decentralised production and
more self-reliance as well as
"willingness" on part of the
country not only to grow for
themselves but to help each
other.

Against this backdrop, the
minister asked High
Commissioners and
Ambassadors to India to give
much greater attention to food
security and think of millets

from the point of view of inter-
national relations apart from its
nutritional, production and
climate benefits.

Agriculture Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar,
Minister of State for
Agriculture Shobha Karandlaje,
Minister of State for External
Affairs Meenakshi Lekhi and
Agriculture Secretary Manoj
Ahuja were present at the
event.

"Look at the state today of
the world. I would like you to
reflect on the relevance of mil-
lets to that. If there are three big
challenges which we have expe-
rienced and continue to expe-
rience. They are to my mind are
3Cs: Covid, Conflict, and
Climate. Each one of them
some way has impacted food
security," Jaishankar said.
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Capital markets regulator
Sebi on Thursday said

issuers of municipal debt secu-
rities can issue green bonds in
compliance with rules govern-
ing issue and listing of non-
convertible securities.

A green bond is like any
other bond where a debt
instrument is issued by an
entity for raising funds from
investors. The proceeds of a
green bond offering are 'ear-
marked' for use towards financ-
ing green projects.

Sebi (Issue and Listing of
Municipal Debt Securities) or

ILMDS rules provide the
framework for issuance and
listing of municipal debt secu-
rities. It also specified the con-
tinuous disclosure and com-
pliance requirements to be
complied with by issuers of
Municipal Debt Securities.

The ILMDS rules do not
define 'green debt security'.

However, Sebi's (Issue and
Listing of Non-Convertible
Securities) or NCS norms
defines green debt security.
Further the regulator, in 2021,
came out with operational
guidelines providing the initial
and continuous disclosure
requirements for entities issu-

ing or proposing to issue green
debt securities.

The regulator said it has
received representations from
market participants on the
compliances an issuer under
the ILMDS Regulations would
have to undertake in case it is

desirous of issuing a green
debt security, in the absence of
similar provisions in the
ILMDS norms.

"Accordingly, an issuer
under the ILMDS Regulations
may issue a green debt securi-
ty if it falls within the definition
of "green debt security", as
per...NCS Regulations," the
Securities and Exchange Board
of India (Sebi) said in a circu-
lar.

In addition to the require-
ments prescribed under the
ILMDS rules, such issuer will
have to comply with the pro-
visions for green debt security
specified in NCS rules.
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Gold prices rose by Rs 323 to
Rs 53,039 per 10 grams in

the national capital on
Thursday amid gains in the pre-
cious metal in overseas markets,
according to HDFC Securities.

In the previous trade, the
precious metal had settled at Rs
52,716 per 10 grams.

Silver also surged Rs 639 to
Rs 62,590 per kg.

"Gold and silver prices
rebounded from intraday lows
after the dollar fell against its
major crosses as the Fed meet-
ing minutes suggest that the
central bank was less hawkish
as compared to expectations,"
said Navneet Damani, Senior

VP - Commodity Research at
Motilal Oswal Financial
Services.

In the international market,
gold was trading in green at
USD 1,755.75 per ounce while
silver was up at USD 21.55 per
ounce.

"COMEX gold rose for the
third day after the Federal
Reserve's latest meeting min-
utes showed officials support
moderating the pace of interest
rate increase soon. After yes-
terday's Fed meeting minutes,
the outlook for the yellow metal
turns bullish and we could see
metal heading towards USD
1,800 an ounce," said Dilip
Parmar, Research Analyst at
HDFC Securities.
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This time it was South Korea hold-
ing South American power

Uruguay to a 0-0 draw on Thursday,
a result that probably favors the
Asian team.

The draw at Education City
Stadium was yet another early World
Cup match with a surprising result.
Argentina and Germany both lost
their opening matches in major
upsets.

South Korea, with forward Son
Heung-min wearing a mask to pro-
tect a broken left eye socket, always
looked the more likely to score
against the more experienced
Uruguayans. The South Koreans
were quicker, pressing from the

opening whistle.
Some South Korean fans wore

Batman-like masks in solidarity with
Son.

However, in a match with few
clear scoring chances, Uruguay had
the best chances: Diego Godin hit the
post with a header in the 43rd
minute and Federico Valverde hit it
in the 89th.

Uruguay will next face Portugal
in Group H while South Korea plays
Ghana.

South Korea attacked from the
start and Son excited the crowd
every time he touched the ball. He
managed only one threatening attack
in the first half, however, and did less
in the second.

South Korea always looked

quicker than Uruguay, but not nec-
essarily the more dangerous. The
team's best chance came in the 34th
minute when Hwang Ui-jo sailed a
close-range attempt over the crossbar.

As the half wore on, Uruguay
began to take more possession but
always seemed more cautious, taking
less initiative despite having the
more experienced players.

Son went down in a heap early
in the second half with Martin
Caceres getting the first yellow card
of the match. 

Uruguay coach Diego Alonso
sent in Edinson Cavani for Luis
Suarez in 64th minute as the pace of
the match slowed until Valverde hit
the post in the final minutes.

���■ ����

Michy Batshuayi's first-half
goal proved enough for a

below-par Belgium to squeeze
to a 1-0 win over a Canada side
playing their first World Cup
match for 36 years on
Wednesday.

Belgium goalkeeper
Thibaut Courtois saved
Alphonso Davies' early penalty
and Batshuayi opened the scor-
ing against the run of play in the
44th minute.

John Herdman's Canada,
roared on by their vocal sup-
port.

Also had another strong
penalty appeal turned down and
dominated the second half to no
avail.

Belgium were without
injured record goalscorer
Romelu Lukaku and struggled
throughout with the pace of
Canada's forwards.

But the 2018 semi-finalists
clung on to move top of what
could prove a hotly-contested
Group F after Croatia and
Morocco's goalless draw earli-
er on Wednesday.

"Was it technically our
'worst game'

Yes, when you measure the
performance," admitted
Belgium coach Roberto
Martinez.

"Was it the 'worst game', no,
because we won.

"We defended well and we
needed our goalkeeper."

Canada will head into their
game against Croatia on Sunday
still full of confidence after
more than matching the team
ranked second in the world,
who next face Morocco.

The North Americans,
matching Belgium in formation
by playing three at the back,
made a bright start and
Jonathan David's low effort was
deflected wide.

From the resulting corner,
Tajon Buchanan's strike was
blocked by Yannick Carrasco
with his arm and a penalty was
awarded after a VAR check in
the 11th minute.

But Davies produced a
weak effort which was saved low
to his right by Courtois. 

It was before David lashed
the rebound over the crossbar.
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Breel Embolo scored against
the country of his birth as

Switzerland defeated Cameroon
1-0 to make a winning start to
their World Cup campaign on
Thursday.

Embolo struck three min-
utes into the second half at Al
Janoub Stadium as Switzerland
secured a vital three points in a
group that includes tourna-
ment favourites Brazil and
Serbia.

Cameroon have now lost
their last eight World Cup
matches going back to 2002.

Roger Milla was presented
with an award before kick-off as
the oldest goalscorer in World

Cup history, a reminder of past
glories for Cameroon who have
won just one game since reach-
ing the quarter-finals 32 years
ago.

Cameroon coach Rigobert
Song, who played at four World
Cups including with a 42-year-
old Milla in 1994, opted for the
in-form Eric Maxim Choupo-
Moting to lead the attack in
place of usual captain Vincent
Aboubakar.

African teams had made an
encouraging start in Qatar after
all five failed to get past the
group stage in 2018, but
Cameroon will regret not mak-
ing more of a first half they con-
trolled.

Akanji glanced wide at a

corner as Cameroon switched
off on the stroke of half-time but
there was no such escape when

they were again caught napping
at the start the second half.

Granit Xhaka and Remo

Freuler worked the ball out
wide on the right to Xherdan
Shaqiri whose low cross into the
area was swept home by an
unmarked Embolo, who chose
not to celebrate against his birth
country.

Choupo-Moting neatly
weaved his way past a couple of
defenders in the box but could-
n't beat Sommer from a tight
angle.

Andre Onana kept
Cameroon in the game with a
brilliant stop to deny Ruben
Vargas who found himself com-
pletely free in an almost carbon
copy of Embolo's goal.

Only a desperate block pre-
vented Haris Seferovic from
adding a late second.
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Qatar coach Felix Sanchez
hopes his team can bring

their "A Game" against Senegal
as the host nation battle to
avoid setting an unwanted
World Cup record.

Defeat on Friday would
mean the earliest-ever exit for
a host nation -- South Africa
also went out at the group
stage in 2010 -- but were still
alive heading into their third
match.

Reigning Asian champi-
ons Qatar became the first
hosts to lose their opening
game after freezing in a dispir-
iting 2-0 defeat to Ecuador.

Sanchez backed his players
to overcome their stage fright
against African champions
Senegal and show their quali-
ty.

"We hope that now we are
free from all the pressure that
we had in the opening match,"
he said at his pre-match press
conference on Thursday.

"I hope we can compete

and bring our 'A Game' and
show that we can be more
competitive than we were the
other day.

"We are playing a very
high-level team so we need to
prove ourselves, play our game
and see what happens."

Defender Ismail Mohamad
urged Qatar fans not to write
them off after only one game.

"The last match is history
now," he said. "I think we are

starting a fresh page with the
team and preparing for the next
match.

"I do think that the team is
on the right path. I think that
in the next match we will be
better prepared and we will give
it our all."

Mohamad said Qatar had
taken inspiration from shock
wins for Saudi Arabia, who beat
Argentina, and Japan, who beat
Germany.

���■ ����

Gareth Southgate says
England captain Harry

Kane is fit to face the United
States on Friday after his World
Cup injury scare.

Kane suffered an ankle
injury in the second half of
England's 6-2 win against Iran
in their Group B opener in
Doha on Monday.

Three Lions boss
Southgate on Thursday said
Kane would be available for
selection against the USA in
their group game at the Al Bayt
Stadium.

"Harry is fine. He has
worked slightly separately from
the group but all good for
Friday night," Southgate told
the BBC.

"He had a scan to make

sure everything is fine."
Southgate also said Harry

Maguire was feeling better
after the Manchester United
centre-back was substituted
having become ill in the clos-
ing stages of the Iran match.

"He was feeling ill and
that was affecting his vision.

���■ ����

Luis Enrique believes Spain's
hunger will only increase

after they recorded the coun-
try's biggest ever World Cup
victory in an emphatic 7-0
thrashing of Costa Rica on
Wednesday.

The 2010 champions dom-
inated their opponents, who did
not manage a shot at goal in the
whole match, and in their sec-
ond group game on Sunday face
a desperate Germany, who were
beaten 2-1 by Japan earlier.

Spain's previous record vic-
tory was a 6-1 thrashing of
Bulgaria at the 1998 World
Cup, a match in which Luis
Enrique scored for La Roja.

However, while the Spain
coach thinks that too much flat-
tery can weaken a team's
resolve, he is confident his side
will stay grounded and focused.

"I have no doubt that we
will play the next game with the
same spirit, if not more," Luis
Enrique told reporters.

"I have no doubts at all. It's
true that praise weakens you,
but don't worry about this
group of players, I see them
every day.

"(It won't happen) because
there will be changes in the line-
up, because they want to com-

pete, to work hard.
"I doubt that would hap-

pen, it's never happened, this is
a group of people ready to do
things in the right way."

The coach said he was sur-
prised Germany lost their open-
ing Group E game, although he

recognised Japan's threat.
"It was a surprise the way

they started off, Germany,
against Japan but there are
surprises in football, you never
know," said the coach.

"Japan are a very good
team, they're a dynamic team,

they have a lot of quality, qual-
ity players.

"You never know in foot-
ball. We're going to try to win
the next match against them
(Germany), we're going to try
to beat them, that's the goal."

Despite the superb display
at Al Thumama stadium, Luis
Enrique says he is planning on
changing his starting line-up
against Germany.

La Roja have plenty of
depth on the bench, with the
likes of Barcelona forward
Ansu Fati and Atletico
Madrid's Marcos Llorente kept
in reserve.

Debutant Alejandro Balde
replaced Jordi Alba in the
second half and impressed,
while substitutes Carlos Soler
and Alvaro Morata both
scored.

"I don't know who will
play," Luis Enrique told TVE.

"If we achieve our objec-
tive, which is playing seven
games, it will be everyone, not
just 11 players.

"I don't think I've ever
repeated a line-up and I prob-
ably won't repeat one."

Ferran Torres netted twice,
while Spain's other goalscorers
were Dani Olmo, Marco
Asensio and man-of-the-match
Gavi.
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Germany manager Hansi
Flick warned on Thursday

that no member of his starting
XI was safe ahead of their cru-
cial weekend clash with Spain
after a shock 2-1 loss to Japan.

Defeat against Spain would
almost certainly condemn
Germany to a second straight
group-stage exit -- an unthink-
able outcome for a nation that
had reached at least the semi-
finals in every World Cup this
century before 2018.

Flick promised to "turn the
screws" against a Spanish side
fresh from thumping Costa Rica
7-0, after which manager Luis
Enrique promised "to play
against Germany in the same
way".

Asked if Joshua Kimmich's
place in defensive midfield was

guaranteed, Flick said his only
priority was selecting a "top-
notch" team.

"You can understand that we
are discussing every matter of
personnel and every position,"
Flick said. "We do that before
every game. "It's our job as a
coaching team to set up the team

in such a way that it's top-notch."
Flick faced criticism over his

picks, particularly his decision to
name Borussia Dortmund cen-
tre-back Niklas Suele, who
played Takuma Asano onside for
Japan's second goal, at right
back.

But the manager instead
switched the focus to his team's
misfiring attack, saying: "When
you have two or three top-class
chances, you have to close the
game and put a lid on it.

"We lacked efficiency."
The coach confirmed that

winger Leroy Sane, who was
controversially left out of the
squad by former coach Joachim
Loew in 2018, could return
against Spain after missing the
Japan match with a knee injury.

"Leroy is on the pitch right
now, he's training on his own,"
he said. "That's positive."
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Canada coach John
Herdman backed the

decision to let Alphonso
Davies take a crucial missed
penalty against Belgium.

The Bayern Munich
star has little experience of
spot-kicks, and saw his
tame ninth-minute effort
comfortably saved by
Belgium goalkeeper
Thibaut Courtois.

A disappointed Davies
did not stop to speak to
reporters after the defeat.

Herdman said the
Canadian team's "brother-
hood" had trusted Davies to
take the kick in what was
Canada's first World Cup
game since 1986.

"When you've got an 85
million dollar player with
that sort of swagger, let
him pick up the ball and
take it," Herdman told
reporters. "It was a big
moment. We were waiting
to get that first goal. 
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Copping a lot of flak for its
archaic approach in
T20Is, the Indian cricket

team is expected to turn a new
leaf in a different format as it
takes on New Zealand in a
three-match ODI series, which
will mark the start of prepara-
tions for next year's World Cup.

India had endured a night-
mare back in 2020 in New
Zealand when Virat Kohli's side
was blanked 0-3 in one of the
most lopsided series where the
bowling effort was below par.

Exactly 11 months are left
for the marquee event in India
and the series starting on Friday
will give the team an initial idea
about some of the middle-order
slots and also the bowling arse-
nal in India's armoury.

With five seniors -- skipper
Rohit Sharma, the talismanic
Virat Kohli, team management's
favourite KL Rahul, pace spear-
head Jasprit Bumrah and No.1
ODI all-rounder Ravindra Jadeja
not part of this series, the man-
agement can only get a rough
idea in which direction the
team would move.

All these big guns will now
play a lot of of ODI cricket, start-
ing with the Bangladesh series,
and the team combination will
undergo a sea change once they
all come back in due course.

Just like the dilemmas of
T20Is, Indian coach Rahul
Dravid will have a lot on his plate
but for now, his understudy VVS
Laxman also needs to do a
tight rope walking as far as this
series is concerned.

Dhawan will be close to 38
during next year's World Cup
and in ODIs in the last two years,
he has scored nearly 1000 runs.

This is the only international for-
mat he plays. Since T20 got more
precedence, his appearances has
been pretty sporadic.

But to put things in perspec-
tive, both Kohli and Rohit have
played one third of the ODIs that
Dhawan played as they concen-
trated more on Tests and T20Is
with World Test Championship
and back-to-back T20 World
Cups lined up.

In the meantime, Shubman
Gill has shown his prowess as an
ODI opener in a dozen of games
he has played so far with an aver-
age of 57 plus and a strike-rate

of 100 plus.
But even in this format,

Dhawan has been a cautious
starter in Powerplays and then
picked up pace. Team's philos-
ophy will be the main thing
along with a decision whether
the Delhi southpaw would be
persisted for next one year with
Rohit, Rahul and Gill also there.

Rahul, in ODIs, has started
batting down the order at times
and Shreyas Iyer has been one
of India's consistent ODI play-
ers despite his problems with
short ball. Suryakumar Yadav,
who is in the form of his life can't

be dropped from the middle-
order if he is fit to play.

Sanju Samson, the phe-
nomenal talent from Kerala,
with his wide range of strokes
can't be ignored for a long time
either and Deepak Hooda
brings his all-round skills to
the table.

�
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Coming back to the series,

there are three 50-over games
in a space of five days and fast
bowlers' recovery period will
be paramount.

Deepak Chahar is expect-

ed to start and is likely to have
the seasoned Shardul Thakur
for company since both offer
decent batting option lower
down the order.

Arshdeep Singh is likely to
be the third option but he has
been constantly playing so
there could be a chance to
check out a Kuldeep Sen or an
Umran Malik. The flip side is
short ground. There is every
chance that their pace could
become a disadvantage.
Washington Sundar is also
likely to be in playing XI and
due to the short dimensions of
Eden Park ground, with its
awkward angles, Dhawan
might prefer an extra pacer
instead of an extra spinner.

New Zealand's core for the
series is more or less same like
the T20s. With swing bowler
Tim Southee, tearaway quicks
Adam Milne, Lockie Ferguson,
Matt Henry and spinner
Mitchell Santner in its raks, the
home teams' attack looks for-
midable on paper.
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India: Shikhar Dhawan (cap-
tain),  Shubman Gill,
Suryakumar Yadav, Shreyas
Iyer, Rishabh Pant (wk), Sanju
Samson (wk), Deepak Hooda,
Shahbaz Ahmed, Washington
Sundar, Kuldeep Yadav,
Yuzvendra Chahal, Deepak
Chahar, Arshdeep Singh,
Shardul Thakur, Kuldeep Sen,
Umran Malik.
New Zealand: Kane
Williamson (captain), Finn
Allen, Devin Conway, Tom
Latham, Daryl Mitchell, Glenn
Phillips, Michael Bracewell,
Tim Southee, Matt Henry,
Adam Milne,  Jimmy
Neesham, Mitchell Santner,
Lockie Ferguson.
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Indian boxers continued their
dominance at the youth

men's and women's World
Championships as seven of
them stormed into the finals
after stunning victories in La
Nucia, Spain.

Youth Asian champions
Vanshaj and Vishwanath
Suresh marched into the sum-
mit clash along with Ashish to
maintain all-win record for

India in the men's semifinals,
whereas Kirti (+81kg), Bhawna
Sharma (48kg), Devika
Ghorpade (52kg) and Ravina
(63kg) advanced to the finals in
the women's section.

While Vishwanath claimed
4-1 win over Juanma Lopez of
Puerto Rico, Vanshaj (63.5kg)
and Ashish (54kg) posted close
3-2 and 4-3 triumphs against
USA's Deshawn Crocklem and
Uzbekistan's Khujanazar
Nortojiev respectively in their

thrilling semifinal bouts.
Women boxers, on the other
hand, recorded comfortable
wins apart from Kirti's 3-2
victory against Kazakhstan's
Assel Toktassyn.

Ravina and Bhawna out-
punched their Kazakh oppo-
nents Assem Tanatar and
Gulnaz Buribayeva respective-
ly by unanimous decision.
Devika got the better of USA's
Aameedah Joy with a 4-1 mar-
gin.

Meanwhile, four other
Indian women in action --
Tamanna (50kg), Kunjarani
Devi Thongam (60kg), Muskan
(75kg) and Lashu Yadav (70kg)
-- signed off with bronze
medals after defeats in their
respective semifinal bouts.

Indian boxers asserted
their supremacy at the presti-
gious championships as 11 out
of 17 quarterfinalists went on
to confirm medals -- highest
for any country at the on-
going edition, wherein close to
600 boxers have participated
from 73 countries.
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Shikhar Dhawan has a lot
of faith in God's plans and

purely for that reason it "did-
n't hurt him" when he was
asked to hand back the India
captaincy to KL Rahul dur-
ing the tour of Zimbabwe.

Dhawan, who usually
leads the India ODI team in
the absence of Rohit Sharma,
was named captain for the
three-match ODI tour of
Zimbabwe in August this
year but later was demoted
by the former national selec-

tion committee once KL
Rahul was declared fit and
available.
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New Zealand skipper Kane
Williamson says increas-

ing volume of cricket could be
a reason for low attendance
during the recent England-
Australia series and going
forward, bilateral series would
require "more context" for
attracting fans to the stadi-
ums.

A sparse crowd witnessed
the recent ODI series between
the Ashes rivals Down Under.
Only a handful of fans gath-
ered at the MCG for the final
match.

The series had started less
than four days after England's
T20 World Cup triumph
Down Under.

"It was unfortunate to see,
but it also shows the volume
of cricket that's being held.
Because no doubt the ICC
tournaments are incredibly
popular and there has been a
lot of cricket on. They
(Australia) also had a World
Cup on. So, there was a lot on
in their country too.

"So, we must ensure there
is a lot more context as pos-
sible in games, especially the
bilateral series," Williamson
said on the eve of New
Zealand's opening ODI
against India.

The proliferation of T20
leagues around the world and
a hectic international calendar
has led to a debate over the
existence of 50-over cricket.

Asked if ODI cricket is
slowly dying, Williamson said,
"It's tough."

"But yeah, it will settle
somewhere. I don't know what
it will look like. A lot of teams
now have two teams at the
moment.

"I don't know where it will
settle, but there are always
conversations about trying to
make it more appealing in any
context like rule change etc
so…"

England's T20 World Cup
triumph has intensified the
debate on split coaching and
picking different players for
different formats and the Kiwi
skipper feels the packed
schedule also has a part to play
with players needing rest.

"Yes, it appears to be hap-
pening more and more and
you can understand why.
There is so much on and you
can't do everything. That's
why you see a lot of teams
with those sort of make up."

A modern-day batting
great, Williamson's credentials
as a T20 player has come
under scrutiny after his
underwhelming performance
at the T20 World Cup and the
52-ball 61 in the second T20I
against India.

"I still love playing all
three formats, and enjoy
changing between the three, as
a player I'm looking to keep
improving and I certainly
have the motivation.
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India defeated France in a
thrilling tie-breaker to enter

the semifinals of the FIDE
World Team Chess
Championship here. After the
two sets of matches were shared
by the teams by a 3-1 margin, the
Indians won the blitz tie-break
2.5-.1.5. Nihal Sarin and S L
Narayanan did the star turn with
victories over Jules Moussard
and Laurent Fressinet respec-
tively early on Thursday.

Vidit Gujrathi, India's top
player, held the top French star
Maxime Vachier-Lagrave to a
draw in 45 moves while the
experienced K Sasikiran was
beaten by Maxime Lagarde in 55
moves but the wins by Sarin and
Narayanan did the trick. India
will take on Uzbekistan in the
semifinals. 

Earlier in the first of the two
matches, Gujrathi pulled off a
win over Lagrave and
Narayanan defeated Fressinet.
win.
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Sreenidi Deccan FC regis-
tered a 1-0 win against

TRAU FC in their I-League
match at the newly-inaugurat-
ed Deccan Arena here on
Thursday.

Playing their first match at
the new home venue, Sreenidi
Deccan took the lead in the
41st minute through David
Castaneda Munoz, which ulti-
mately proved to be the differ-
ence between the two teams.

It was Sreenidi's second
win on the bounce after their
loss in the first round. On the
other hand, TRAU suffered
their first defeat of the season.
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All the country's hockey
Olympians and former

international players will be
given complimentary tickets to
watch the upcoming men's
World Cup in Bhubaneswar
and Rourkela, Hockey India
announced on Thursday.

The 16-team men's show-
piece is scheduled to be held
from January 13-29.

The matches will be held
simultaneously at the Kalinga
Stadium here and the newly-
built Birsa Munda International
Stadium in Rourkela.

HI secretary general
Bholanath Singh said it would be

a privilege for the national fed-
eration to invite all Indian stal-
warts of the game, including the
Olympians. "The presence of
former Indian hockey players
will certainly boost the morale
of the Indian men's team in the
men's World Cup," Singh said in
a release.

"Keeping in mind the

immense contribution of former
hockey stalwarts, Hockey India
continues to recognise their
efforts and welcome them in
Odisha to watch the matches,
inspire and cheer all the teams."

Earlier on Thursday, HI
marked the 50-day countdown
for the prestigious event by
opening the ticket sales online.
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South Africa's go-to man in
pressure situations, David

Miller believes that as captain
Hardik Pandya can infuse
much needed fearlessness into
India's T20 set-up with his
exemplary clarity of mind and
work ethic. Hardik is seen as the
leader of the Indian team at the
2024 T20 World Cup with cur-
rent skipper Rohit Sharma not
expected to carry on in the

shortest format for another
two years.Miller, who has final-
ly realised his rich potential and
became one of the best finish-
ers in the game over the last
couple of years, said Hardik had
played a crucial role in steering
Gujarat Titans to the title on
their IPL debut.

"Just playing under him in
the IPL, I feel he is a natural
leader, People follow him. He
allows you to play the way that
you feel like you can. 
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