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The result of the seven
bypolls across six States on

Sunday saw continued ascen-
dancy of the BJP, marginalisa-
tion of the Congress, and a set-
back for the newly-stitched

Mahagathbandhan in Bihar.
Among the seven seats

where bypolls were held, the
BJP earlier held three seats and
the Congress two, while the
Shiv Sena and the RJD had one
each.

The BJP retained its three
seats and wrested one from the
Congress, which lost both the
seats it contested — Adampur
in Haryana and Mudugode in
Telangana.

The Congress had won

both the seats in the last
Assembly polls and the elec-
tions were necessitated there
due to the defection of its win-
ning candidates to the BJP.

While the BJP won the
Adampur seat, the TRS cap-
tured the Mudugode seat after
a keen contest with the BJP. The
Congress finished distant third.
The result will boost the morale
of the BJP which had won just
one seat in the 2018 Assembly
polls in the State. The poor per-
formance of the Congress
shows that Rahul Gandhi’s
Bharat Jodo Yatra, which
passed through the State, did
nothing to arrest the decline of
the Congress.

For the BJP, winning the
Gopalganj seat will also be
seen as a great success since its
candidates was pitted against
the might of seven-party Grand
Alliance. The BJP candidate
capitalised on the sympathy
factor and also gained from
damage inflicted on the RJD
nominee by the BSP and
AIMIM. The BSP had fielded
Indira Devi, wife of RJD supre-
mo Lalu Prasad’s brother-in-
law Sadhu Yadav, who wielded
considerable sway at the home
turf of the Lalu’s family.

Continued on Page 2
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The Commission for Air
Quality Management

(CAQM) on Sunday directed
authorities to lift the ban on
plying of non-BS VI diesel-run
light motor vehicles in Delhi-
NCR and entry of trucks into
the Capital under the final
stage of the Graded Response
Action Plan (GRAP). The
restrictions were imposed three
days ago.

The decision has come
after the Delhi’s air pollution
levels improved marginally and
hovered around the lower end
of the “very poor” category on
Sunday primarily due to
favourable wind speed and a
drop in the contribution of
stubble burning.  

However, the Ghaziabad
administration ordered to ban
all private construction activi-
ties and close schools due to
worsening air pollution.

In Delhi, the 24-hour aver-
age air quality index stood at
339 at 4 pm, dropping from 381
a day ago. It was 447 on Friday,
according to the Central
Pollution Control Board. It
had jumped to 450 on
Thursday, just a notch short of
the “severe plus” category,
prompting authorities to
invoke the final stage of anti-

pollution curbs, including a
ban on non-BS VI diesel
LMVs.

The areas in the national
Capital which recorded an air
quality index in the “very poor”
category included Alipur with
its AQI at 357, Shadipur at 321,
NSIT Dwarka at 348, DTU
Delhi at 306, ITO at 335,
Sirifort at 351, Mandir Marg at

333, RK Puram at 365 and Aya
Nagar at 333.

“As the present Air Quality
Index (AQI)  level of Delhi is
around 339 which is about
111 AQI points below the
threshold for invoking the
GRAP Stage-IV actions (Delhi
AQI > 450) and preventive/
mitigative/ restrictive actions
under all stages up to Stage-IV
are underway, there is a likeli-
hood of sustaining the
improvement in AQI. The fore-
cast by IMD/ IITM also does
not indicate any steep degra-
dation further,” the CAQM
said after a review meeting.

“The sub-committee,
accordingly, hereby decides to
revoke the order, issued vide
dated November 3, 2022, for
actions under Stage-IV of
GRAP with immediate effect.
The sub-Committee shall be
keeping a close watch on the air
quality scenario and may take
appropriate decisions depend-
ing on the air quality, as record-
ed from time to time, and the
forecasts made by IMD/IITM
to this effect,” it added.

Continued on Page 2
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Expressing concern over
Delhi’s air quality remain-

ing in the “very poor” catego-
ry for the fifth day in a row, the
Centre on Sunday accused
Rajasthan and Punjab
Governments for not doing
enough to curb air pollution
related stubble burning cases
which, it alleged, have risen by
160 per cent in Rajasthan and
20 per cent in Punjab.

Union Minister of Science

and Technology Jitendra Singh
said, “The Governments in the
two States are not doing
enough to check stubble burn-
ing and are, on the contrary,
increasingly contributing to
the deteriorating air quality in
Delhi-NCR.”

The Minister, who is also
in-charge of the IMD, Union
Ministry of Earth Sciences,
said unlike Punjab and
Rajasthan, Haryana and UP
have recorded progressive
decline in stubble fire cases. 

Continued on Page 2
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday said the

forces that are indulged in
spreading hatred and defaming
Gujarat will be swept out of the
State again in the next month’s
Assembly polls which he said
BJP would win with a record
margin.

Addressing his first elec-
tion rally in his home State after
the announcement of the poll
schedule, Modi came up with
a new slogan in Gujarati — “Aa
Gujarat, mai banavyu chhe” (I
have made this Gujarat) — and
also made people chant it sev-
eral times during his 25-
minute-long speech.

“Those divisive forces that
have indulged in spreading
hatred, those who have tried to
defame and insult Gujarat have
been swept out of Gujarat. The
people of Gujarat never accept
those who spread hate. 

“Whoever had tried to
defame and insult Gujarat in
the past have been wiped out of
Gujarat by the people. In this
election too, such people will

meet the same fate,” the Prime
Minister said while launching
the Bharatiya Janata Party’s
poll campaign from tribal-
dominated Nana Pondha vil-
lage in Kaprada taluka in
Valsad district.

Without taking any names,

Modi said the people of Gujarat
have identified a “gang” work-
ing against Gujarat which
always tries to defame the
State. 

He added that though such
people have been trying hard
for the last two decades, the

people of Gujarat never
believed them. 

“Those who try to defame
Gujarat are surprised why peo-
ple of Gujarat are not believing
their false propaganda. This is
because the people of this State
have made Gujarat with hard
work and they will never allow
someone to harm the State,”
said Modi.

Modi said he was getting
inputs that the BJP will win the
elections in Gujarat with a
record margin. 

Gujarat will vote in two
phases on December 1 and 5.
The counting of votes will be
taken up on December 8.

“Sitting in Delhi, I am get-
ting inputs that BJP will win
Gujarat with a record margin
this time. I have come here to
beat my past records. I have
told Gujarat BJP that I am
ready to give as much time as
possible to you (for campaign-
ing),” said Modi, who had
served as the Chief Minister of
the State before he became the
Prime Minister for the first
time in 2014.

Continued on Page 2
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Former Congress president
Rahul Gandhi on Sunday

said his party will fulfil the
promises it has made to the
people of Gujarat and save
them from the “deceit” of the
BJP’s “double engine”. 

The party also released a
22-point “chargesheet” against
the State BJP Government
ahead of the upcoming
Assembly polls, accusing it of
being anti-people.

All that an average Gujarati
got was “hunger, fear and
tyranny,” it claimed.

The Opposition party also
highlighted in the “chargesheet”
the recent Morbi bridge col-
lapse incident which claimed
135 lives, and dubbed as
“unconstitutional” the release
of 11 convicts in the Bilkis
Bano gangrape case.

Elections to the 182-mem-
ber Gujarat Assembly will be
held in two phases on
December 1 and 5 and the

counting of votes will be held
on December 8.

The last three decades of
Gujarat have been marred by
“continuous anti-people gov-
ernance and mismanagement,”
the Congress said in the

“chargesheet’.
The Opposition party

appealed to the public to vote
it to power to make the
“Gujarat of Mahatma Gandhi
and Sardar Patel proud again”.

Continued on Page 2
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The BJP on Sunday
promised to  implement the

Uniform Civil Code (UCC) in
Himachal  Pradesh and create
massive  job opportunities and
five medical colleges in the
State.

Releasing the party’s man-
ifesto, BJP national president JP
Nadda, along with Union
Minister Anurag Thakur,
Himachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Jai Ram Thakur
Nadda, announced, “Waqf
properties will be investigated
as per law under a judicial com-
mission and their illegal usages
will be stopped.”

The BJP’s 11-point
“Sankalp Patra” promised the
creation of 8 lakh job oppor-
tunities amid criticism over
unemployment and inflation
by the Congres, the main
Opposition in the State.

For girl students from Class
6 to Class 12, a bicycle will be
given to each to go to school.
In every district, two girls’
hostels would be set up.

Besides, the BJP manifesto
said Himachal would be getting
five new medical colleges if the
BJP returns to power.

Nadda, who has been cam-
paigning in his State exten-
sively, appealed to the people to
break the trend and elect the
party again to power. “Riwaj
todo, Raj nahin...,” he urged the
voters of Himachal.

The BJP sought to empha-

sise women’s empowerment in
its manifesto a day after the
Congress announced 10 poll
“guarantees”, assuring �1,500 a
month to every woman and to
implement the old pension
scheme in the State.

Announcing the poll
promises, Nadda said women’s
empowerment remains a key
focus for the party.

Continued on Page 2
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New Delhi: Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Saturday dropped a hint that
Centre is considering restoring
State status to Jammu and
Kashmir, reported ANI.

During the event of
Centre-State relations —
Cooperative Federalism: The
Path Towards Atma Nirbhar
Bharat, the Finance Minister
said, “Prime Minister
(Narendra) Modi fully accept-
ed the Finance Commission
(report) and that is why today
States get 42 per cent of the
amount (tax collected) — now
reduced by 41 per cent because
J&K is no longer a State. It will
soon become... may be some
time.” 

Continued on Page 2
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“At a time when the BJP is

working to divert the attention
of the public from main issues
affecting them, this charge
sheet has been released to draw
their attention back to these
issues,” former Union minister
and senior Congress leader
Bharatsinh Solanki said at a
press conference.

The ‘charge sheet’ also
claimed the Morbi bridge col-
lapse incident of October 30
was a “BJP-created disaster”
and that the ruling party and its
cronies were directly responsi-
ble for it. 

“The Morbi tragedy is the
direct outcome of BJP’s cor-
ruption where human life holds
no value,” it further claimed.

On the remission granted
to 11 convicts in the Bilkis

Bano case, the Congress said
the government ignored estab-
lished rules and convention to
release them. The decision has
unmasked the BJP and its con-
cern for the safety and securi-
ty of women,” the charge sheet
said. 

It also claimed there was an
effort to encroach upon the
Gujarat Vidyapith founded by
Mahatma Gandhi by “dubious
means” after Governor
Acharya Devvrat was appoint-
ed its chancellor.

In sarcastic remarks, the
Congress ‘charge sheet’ said the
“achievements” of the BJP gov-
ernment include enriching a
few pro-regime industrialists at
the cost of government exche-
quer, destroying the state’s
economy, widespread increase
in poverty and rampant rise in

prices of essential commodities. 
The rise in unemployment,

commercialisation of educa-
tion, lack of safety for women,
mismanagement of the
COVID-19 pandemic, com-
munal politics, and continuous
maltreatment and neglect of
citizens belonging the
Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes are the other
“achievements” of the ruling
party, it added.

“The BJP talks about GDP
(Gross Domestic Product),
development and ‘double-
engine’ government, but it
changed the entire govern-
ment due to failure of the sin-
gle engine of the Vijay Rupani
government,” Solanki claimed.

“The GDP rose 18-23 per
cent in the previous govern-
ments of the Congress. The

state recorded a negative
growth of 1.35 per cent under
the BJP government,” he fur-
ther claimed.

The ‘charge sheet’ also
referred to inflation, rising
poverty, loss of confidence
among investors, debt trap,
unemployment crisis, ignored
healthcare with reduction of
health budget, rampant mal-
nutrition and 90 per cent short-
age of total specialists. 

The opposition party also
claimed that Gujarat lagged
behind other states in educa-
tional indices. 

“In the last five-six years,
there have been 22 cases of leak
of exam papers. I would like to
appeal to the youth that when
they go to vote, they should
remember how the BJP gov-
ernment played with their

future,” state Congress
spokesperson Alok Sharma
briefed the media.

The Congress also claimed
that farmers were cheated in
the BJP rule with the lowest
farm wages, low minimum
support price (MSP) and high
indebtedness.

In 2021, there were nine
suicides per day by daily wage
earners and those engaged in
farm labour, it claimed.

The ‘charge sheet’ also
raised the issues of crony cap-
italism, scams, rampant cor-
ruption, electricity supply
issues, ignorance of tribal wel-
fare, lack of security among
Dalits, law and order situation,
exploitation of workers, mis-
treatment of government
employees and “demolition” of
the Panchayati Raj system.
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Actions under stages I to

III of GRAP will, however,
remain invoked and be imple-
mented, monitored and
reviewed by all agencies con-
cerned in the entire NCR to
ensure that the AQI levels do
not slip further to the “severe”
category.

GRAP stage IV is a stage
of disruptive restrictions that
impacts a large number of
stakeholders and the public at
large. There are no stricter
measures, than as laid in
GRAP Stage-IV, that could be
taken to improve upon the air
quality scenario, the commis-
sion said.

The CAQM had also

directed the closure of all
industries running on non-
clean flues in the region, “even
in areas which do not have
PNG infrastructure and sup-
ply”. The number of farm
fires in Punjab dropped
sharply to 599 from 2817 a day
ago, data from the Indian
Agricultural  Research
Organisation (IARI) showed.

According to Safar, a fore-
casting agency under the
Ministr y of Earth and
Sciences, the share of stubble
burning in Delhi’s PM2.5 pol-
lution also declined to 18 per
cent from 21 per cent on
Saturday.

Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal and his

Punjab counterpart Bhagwant
Mann owned responsibility on
Friday for paddy straw burn-
ing in the border State and
promised to curb the practice
by next winter. The number of
stubble-burning incidents in
Punjab rose by 12.59 per cent
year-on-year to 26,583 in the
last 50 days with a spurt in
such cases after Diwali,
according to the Indian
Council  of  Agricultural
Research.

The hazardous pollution
levels prompted the Delhi
Government to announce on
Friday that primary schools
would remain shut from
Saturday and 50 per cent of its
staff will work from home,

while private offices have been
advised to follow suit. A six-
member panel chaired by the
special commissioner of trans-
port has been set up to mon-
itor the implementation of
curbs on anti-polluting activ-
ities. Revenue commissioners
have been asked to prepare a
plan for staggered timings of
markets and offices.

To reduce vehicular emis-
sions, Delhi Environment
Minister Gopal Rai also
appealed to the Uttar Pradesh
and Haryana Chief Ministers
to take measures to divert
trucks carrying non-essential
goods on peripheral express-
ways to avoid traffic jams at
the Capital’s borders.
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The BJP will also feel sat-

isfied with its performance in
Gola Gokrannath in
Lakhimpur Kheri which was in
the news last year after Union
Minister Ajay Teni’s son was
involved in an accident-related
killing of four farmers.
Incidentally, the BJP candi-
date won the seat by a bigger
margin this time around.

The outcome shows that
the efforts put up by the BJP
leaders paid off. While BJP
fielded its top leaders -Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath in UP
and Manohar Lal Khattar in
Haryana- SP chief Akhilesh
Yadav did not campaign at
Gola Gokrannath and Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar
kept away from campaigning at
both Mokama and Gopalganj. 

The result also underlines
that fact that sympathy factors
influenced the outcome in a big
way. Four of the winners-
Rutuja Latke (Shiv Sena,

Andheri East), Anand Giri
(BJP,Gola Gokrannath),Kusum
Devi (BJP, Gopalganj) and
Suryabanshi Suraj
(BJP,Dhamnagar, Odisha)were
contesting on seats which fell
vacant due to the demise of
their kins.

In Telangana,TRS candi-
date Kusukuntla Prabhakar
Reddy won Munugode
Assembly seat by a margin of
over 10,000 votes over the BJP
candidate K Rajagopal Reddy.

The Munugode by-elec-
tion result reflected continued
hold of the TRS on its turf vis-
à-vis the BJP, which is trying
hard to upstage the TRS in
Telangana, due for next year’s
Assembly polls.

The Congress had won
the Munugode seat in 2018,
and the by-election was neces-
sitated as its MLA K Rajagopal
Reddy resigned from the party
and joined the BJP as its can-
didate in the bypoll.

Reddy conceded defeat

and accepted the verdict even
when two more rounds of
counting were left 

RashtriyaJanata Dal
(RJD)’s Neelam Devi retained
Mokama seat in Bihar defeat-
ing the BJP candidate by
16,000 votes.

BJP’s Kusum Devi retained
Gopalganj seat in Bihar against
the RJD but with a slender
margin of 1,794 votes.

BJP candidate Bhavya
Bishnoi, the grandson of for-
mer Haryana Chief Minister
Bhajanal, emerged victorious
in the Adampur Assembly by-
election with a significant mar-
gin of 16,606 votes defeating
Congress candidate Jai
Prakash.

The bypoll was necessitat-
ed after former Haryana chief
minister Bhajan Lal’s younger
son Kuldeep Bishnoi resigned
as MLA and switched from the
Congress to the BJP in August.

In Gola Gokarannath, BJP
candidate Aman Giri won by

defeating his nearest rival and
Samajwadi Party candidate by
over 34,000 votes.

Rutuja Latke, the candidate
of the Shiv Sena (Uddhav
Balasaheb Thackeray), won
the bypoll to Andheri (East)
Assembly seat in Mumbai. 

BJP and Shiv Sena (Eknath
Shinde faction) had withdrawn
from the contest in ‘deference’
to Rutuja Latke,the widow
contestant of former Shiv Sena
MLA Ramesh Latke. .

BJP’s Suryabanshi Suraj
won Dhamnagar constituency
in Odisha against the BJD
candidate. The poll was neces-
sitated due to the death of BJP
MLA Bishnu Charan Sethi.
The saffron party fielded
Sethi’s son Suryabanshi Suraj
as its candidate. He got 80,090
votes as against 70, 288 polled
by  BJD’s Abanti Das, the lone
woman among the total of five
candidates in Dhamnagar.

Barring Andheri East in
Mumbai, all other seats wit-

nessed a keen contest between
the BJP and regional parties
TRS, SP, RJD and the BJD.

Among the seven seats
where bypolls were held, the
BJP earlier held three seats and
the Congress two, while the
Shiv Sena and the RJD had one
each. 

The Mokama seat, in
Bihar, fell vacant after Anant
Singh, the sitting MLA, was
dismissed due to a conviction
in a criminal case. The contest
in Gopalganj, also in Bihar,
was necessitated due to the
death of sitting BJP MLA
Subhash Singh.

The bypoll was necessi-
tated in Gola Gokarannath
Assembly seat of Lakhimpur
Kheri district following the
death of sitting MLA Arvind
Giri.

The Assembly by elec-
tions of November 3 included
“three political turncoats” --
two in Haryana and one in
Telangana.
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He said, such inferences

indicate that either the
Governments in Rajasthan
and Punjab are not serious
about air quality or they have
not properly utilised the funds
which were provided by the
Narendra Modi Government
to purchase machines for stub-
ble management.

“Punjab registered over
13,396 fire counts in the first
five days of November, com-
pared to 16,004 fires in entire
October 2022, thus plunging
the air quality into severe cat-
egory,” he added.

Singh pointed out that
since 2018-19, on the instruc-
tions of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, the Centre

has provided �3,138 crore to
States for stubble manage-
ment, out of which nearly
�1,500 crore was provided to
Punjab alone.

In the first five days of the
current month of November
ending last evening, the num-
ber of fire counts was much
higher in Punjab than
Haryana and Uttar Pradesh.
For example, on November 5,
the number of fire counts in
Punjab was 2817 and in
Rajasthan 91 respectively,
compared to 90 in Haryana
and 24 in Uttar Pradesh
respectively.

The highest fire count on
any single day was recorded on
November 2, when Punjab
topped with 3,634 farm fire

incidents and the number in
Rajasthan recorded up to 63.

Singh said the abnormal
rise in cases of stubble burn-
ing in Punjab in the first five
days of November is solely
responsible for plunging the
air quality into severe catego-
ry. He said, Punjab registered
13, 396 fire counts from 1st to
November 5, while it was
16,004 for the entire month of
October.

The contribution of stub-
ble fire to the pollution level of
PM2.5 is estimated by
AQEWS. The contribution is
estimated at 9.7 per cent on
November 1, 7.4 per cent on
November,2, 32 per cent on
November, 3 and 17.8 per
cent on November, 4.
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The BJP’s peak perfor-

mance in Gujarat came in
December 2002 elections
under Modi, when the party
had bagged 127 of the total
182 seats.

In the 2017 polls, the BJP’s
tally shrunk to 99 while
Congress improved its previ-
ous tally by 16 to bag 77 seats.

Modi also asked the peo-
ple to remember that it was
‘Kamal’ (BJP’s poll symbol-
lotus) which brought pros-
perity to the region and it is
like BJP’s candidate.

“Every Gujarati, be it an
adivasi or a fisherman, be it a
villager or an urban dweller, is
full of confidence today. That
is why every Gujarati says ‘I
have made this Gujarat’.
People have built this state
with their hard work,” said
Modi.

He further said, “As every
Gujarati is full of confidence,
that is the reason every
Gujarat speaks the voice of the
inner soul. Every sound comes
from the heart of Gujarat
(saying) ‘I have made this
Gujarat’”.  The prime minister
said not a single science
school existed in the tribal belt
(of Gujarat) a couple of
decades ago, but today, tribals
have access to science colleges
and universities which are
built in the region. 

He added the entire trib-
al  belt  stretching from
Umargam in south Gujarat to
Ambaji in the north now has
five medical colleges.

“Today, people are getting
24-hour electricity and I am
also informed that 100 per
cent of households in the
state get tap water,” said the
PM. 

From Page 1
“Whatever was promised

was delivered, whatever was
not promised has also been
delivered,” he said further. 

The UCC implementa-
tion promise has been
announced in Himachal as the
Gujarat Government has also
recently set up a panel to
review the execution of the
UCC in the poll-bound State.

Uttarakhand was the first
BJP-ruled State to announce
the implementation of the
UCC.

The BJP manifesto
announced 11 “commitments”
which include  “Him Startup”

scheme where a fund of ?900
crore will be arranged to pro-
mote and encourage the new
entrepreneurs of the State.

It also announced the cre-
ation of 8 lakh job opportu-
nities and five new medical
colleges in the State if the BJP
return to power.

The BJP president, who
had been a Central Health
Minister, said, “In a bid to fur-
ther strengthen primary
health, the number of mobile
clinics will be doubled in
every Assembly constituency
so that people in far-off areas
can avail health benefits.”

Other promises in the BJP

manifesto include all-weather
roads connecting all villages
with an investment of ?5,000
crore.

Under the programme
“Shakti”, ?12,000 crore will
be spent over 10 years dura-
tion to develop infrastruc-
ture and transportation
around religious places and
temples.

“They’ll be connected to
the ‘Himteerth’ circuit’,”  said
the BJP president.

An additional amount of
?3,000 annually would be
given under PM-Kisan Nidhi
Yojana, and 10 lakh farmers
would be added to the pro-

gramme.
Discrepancies in the dis-

bursal  of  salaries of
Government workers would
be removed.

The manifesto promised
increased compensation to
the families of the soldiers
who lost their lives in the line
of duty.

It said the Goods and
Services Tax would be limit-
ed to 12 per cent for apple
growers.

Himachal will go to polls
on November 12 as the ruling
party hopes to buck the trend
of the hill State not repeating
a party a second time.

From Page 1
She was saying this while

talking about the distribution
of funds to the states by the
Centre as per the recommen-
dations of the 14th Finance
Commission.

The Finance Minister
said, "I am serving them
transparently without cor-
ruption. That doesn't differ-
entiate between states and
the states ruled by the BJP or
any other parties. All the
people should have trust in
the government, by the power
in them and the power in us,
that's the line that the Prime
Minister always promotes and
therefore in this time, when
we are discussing cooperative
federalism."
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The United Nations’ climate
change summit opened in

Egypt on Sunday with the
inclusion of “loss and damage”
finance in the official agenda
and India hoping that fair
negotiations on it would follow.

Loss and damage is a term
used to refer to the conse-
quences of climate change that
go beyond what people can
adapt to, or when options exist
but a community doesn't have
the resources to access or utilise
them. 

Financing or a new fund
for addressing loss and damage
-- for example money needed
for relocating people displaced
by floods -- has been a long-
pending demand of poor and
developing countries, including
India. But rich countries have
avoided discussions on it for
over a decade.

"With the inclusion of this
agenda item, India will be
engaging constructively and
actively on the subject during
the course of discussions at
COP27 and hoping that fair
negotiations on loss and dam-
age follow," read a blog post
written by Union Environment
Minister Bhupender Yadav.

"India welcomes adoption
of agenda item 'Loss and

Damage' at COP27," the min-
ister said.

He said financial mecha-
nisms under the United
Nations Framework
Convention on Climate
Change, such as Global
Environment Facility, Green
Climate Fund and Adaptation
Fund, are under-funded and
are not able to mobilise or
deliver funds for loss and dam-
age due to climate change.

Accessing funding from
these mechanisms is complex
and time taking. Adaptation
funding is highly inadequate
and loss and damage funding
has been almost negligible.
Taking note of the situation,
India along with other coun-
tries had been pursuing the
adoption of an agenda item on
loss and damage finance, the
minister said. India also expect-
ed action from rich countries
in terms of climate finance,

technology transfer and
strengthening the capacity of
poor and developing coun-
tries to combat climate change. 

"India believes COP27,
themed 'Together for
Implementation', should turn
out to be the 'COP for Action'
in terms of climate finance,
technology transfer and capac-
ity building.

"The scale of the problem
facing the world is huge. Action
cannot be delayed and hence
concrete solutions must come
up and implementation must
start with COP27," Yadav said.

The 27th edition of the
Conference of Parties (COP) to
UNFCCC will also see the
country seeking clarity on the
definition of climate finance.

The absence of a definition
of climate finance allows devel-
oped countries to greenwash
their finances and pass off
loans as climate-related aid. 
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Atop leader of the BJP in
Kerala has told that the

decision of the CBI to contin-
ue with the SNC Lavalin case
in which Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan is included as
an accused is sheer waste of
time. The case dates back to
1997 when Vijayan was the
Minister for Power in the E K
Nayanar-headed Government.
The charge against Vijayan
was that the exchequer lost Rs
87 crore in the contract signed
between Kerala State Electricity
Board and the Canada based
SNC-Lavalin for the renovation
and modernisation of
Pallivasal, Chengulam and
Panniar hydroelectric projects
in Idukki district of Kerala.

Though a Special CBI
court had discharged Vijayan
from the case which was
upheld by the Kerala High
Court. But three senior staff of
the KSEB who were asked to
stand trial approached the
Supreme Court for parity of
treatment and questioned the
discharge of Vijayan from the
case.

The Supreme Court had
adjourned the case for more
than 30 times since the CBI
could not furnish the details of
the evidences against Vijayan

that linked him to the “deal”.
“The BJP Government at

the Centre has nothing to do
with this case as it was a bal-
ance sheet of the UPA era,” said
Narayanan Nampoothiri,
spokesman of the Kerala BJP.

The Centre’s failure to link
Vijayan to the Gold Smuggling
through diplomatic channel in
T h i r u v a n a n t h a p u r a m
International Airport and to
find any evidence against the
chief minister in the LIFE
MISSION case has resulted in
the probes hitting a dead end.

The State is agog with
reports linking a union minis-
ter and Kerala BJP leader K
Surendran and a prominent
Eezhava community leader
forging a cartel with the BJP’s
central leadership to freeze the
probes against the Chief
Minister. The Congress leaders
K Sudhakaran and Leader of
the Opposition V D Satheeshan
have alleged that this is part of
a CPI(M)-BJP deal for the
“Congress-Mukth Bharat”.
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Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, during the

Janata Darshan organised in
Gorakhpur on Sunday, gave
directions for speedy and sat-
isfactory resolution of all griev-
ances and said that there
should be no laxity in carrying
out works of public welfare.

After hearing the griev-
ances of thousands of people
during the Janata Darshan,
Yogi Adityanath said, “Ration
cards should be made available
to the needy. Those suffering
from serious illnesses should be
provided free treatment, med-
icines and examination facili-
ties in government hospitals.
HE said in case of serious ill-
nesses, the government would
immediately provide funds to
the needy upon receiving esti-
mates.”

The chief minister, during
his two and a half hours inter-
action with the complainants,
himself reached the people sit-
ting on chairs. After hearing
their problems, he assured
them that their problems
would be resolved.

In the Janata Darshan, a
large number of the com-
plainants were women, espe-
cially from the minority com-
munity.
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Delhi Environment Minister
Gopal Rai will chair a

high-level meeting Monday to
discuss the new directions by
the Centre's air quality panel
about revoking curbs imposed
under the final stage of Graded
Response Action Plan (GRAP).

Sources in the Government
said that a decision on reopen-
ing primary schools and revo-
cation of order asking 50 per
cent of the Government staff to
work from home is likely to be
taken at the meeting. 

Sources further added
that as the curbs have been lift-
ed now the government may
allow to run diesel cars that are
not BS Vi compliant on Delhi
roads again, trucks carrying
non-essential items can enter
the city and commercial goods
vehicles carrying non-essentials
items can run inside the city.

As Delhi's air quality index
spiralled to 450, just a notch
short of the "severe plus" cate-
gory, on Thursday, the
Commission of Air Quality
Management had directed
authorities to ban the plying of
non-BS VI diesel light motor
vehicles in the city and adjoin-
ing NCR districts and the entry
of trucks into the national cap-
ital as part of anti-pollution
measures under stage IV of
GRAP.

The restrictions were
imposed three days ago.  The

hazardous pollution levels
prompted the Delhi govern-
ment to announce on Friday
that primary schools would
remain shut from Saturday
and 50 per cent of its staff will
work from home, while private
offices have been advised to fol-
low suit.

A six-member panel
chaired by the special com-
missioner of transport has been
set up to monitor the imple-
mentation of curbs on anti-pol-
luting activities. 

Revenue commissioners
have been asked to prepare a

plan for staggered timings of
markets and offices.In a bid to
ramp up public transport, the
government will also launch
'Paryavaran Bus Service', which
will include 500 privately-run
CNG buses.

To reduce vehicular emis-
sions, Delhi Environment
Minister Gopal Rai also
appealed to the Uttar Pradesh
and Haryana chief ministers to
take measures to divert trucks
carrying non-essential goods
on peripheral expressways to
avoid traffic jams at the capi-
tal's borders.
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After the national Capital,
the Ghaziabad adminis-

tration  has banned private
construction activities with
fines up to Rs.15 lakh levied on
offenders and directed schools
to remain shut and instructed
people not to come out of their
houses unless it is necessary. 

The Ghaziabad district’s
air quality index (AQI)  rose to
450 on Sunday, which prompt-
ed the administration  to take
measures.  

The AQI will get better in
the coming two days, but will
remain in the ‘very poor’ cat-
egory, according to the System
of Air Quality and Weather
Forecasting And Research
(SAFAR).

“Post implementation of
GRAP (Graded Response
Action Plan)-3 in NCR
(National Capital Region), pri-

vate construction activities are
banned. Industries are being
regulated and  Rs 15 lakh fine
to be levied for disobeying
rules. Notices being issued to
rule-breakers," a senior gov-
ernment official of Ghaziabad
administration said.

The Ghaziabad adminis-
tration has issued guidelines to
combat the deteriorating air
quality owing to rising pollu-
tion levels. These include stop-
ping all construction work
and the complete closure of all
the units spreading pollution. 

However, violation of the
directives have been reported

wherein residents and offi-
cials have stated that even
after the order of the district
administration, work is still
going on at the construction
sites.

"Looking at the condition
of the weather, there are three
paper mills which have been
kept closed on Saturday and
Sunday and there are around
70-80 paper mills which are
closed on Wednesday and
Thursday," said Vipin Kumar,
ADM Ghaziabad. The ADM
also said that challan will also
be imposed on the sites, which
have been running despite the
notice.

"The administration offi-
cers have said that continuous
action is being taken against
such works and fine will also
be imposed on whichever con-
struction site is running, if any
site is going on, then that
work will be stopped," said the
ADM. 
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The All India Motor
Transport Congress has

opposed the Delhi
Government's decision to ban
certain vehicles from entering
the Capital in a bid to control
pollution, saying it will severe-
ly impact businesses in the sea-
son of festivals and weddings.

The AIMTC  alleged that

the Delhi government has
since 2015 charged over Rs
1,350 crore as 'green tax' from
trucks entering Delhi, but only
spent less than one-fourth of it
to reduce pollution in the cap-
ital. The organisation said it
will consider launching an agi-
tation against the Delhi gov-
ernment if it does not revoke
the order.  The AIMTC state-
ment comes after the Delhi

government decided to imple-
ment anti-pollution curbs as
recommended by the
Commission for Air Quality
Management (CAQM).

The restrictions include a
ban on non-BS VI diesel-run
light motor vehicles and diesel
medium and heavy goods
vehicles, except those carrying
essential commodities and pro-
viding essential services.

However, all CNG and electric
trucks will be allowed to enter
Delhi, according to an order by
the transport department.
According to AIMTC chair-
man KS Atwal, the Delhi gov-
ernment has collected Rs 1,355
crore as green tax in seven
years in a bid to curb pollution.
"However, it has used only
around 290 crore (21 per cent),
and that too in non-productive

activities," he alleged. Atwal
claimed that ban has hit trans-
port sector hard and around
150 trucks loaded with goods
are found parked at borders.

"This number will
increase manifold in coming
days as around 1,000 trucks
from far off places like
Mumbai, Kolkata and
Bengaluru are en route to
Delhi," he said. 
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The AAP on Sunday accused
the BJP-ruled MCD of con-

ducting a scam of Rs 35 crore
in the construction of Purnima
Sethi Hospital. Addressing a
press conference, AAP leader
Atishi claimed that only the
ground and the first floors of
the hospital in Kalkaji were
functional.

Atishi said, "In 2005,
Purnima Sethi Hospital was
sanctioned at a cost of 6.70
crores, till date BJP has spent 35
crores on it but the hospital is
still incomplete.

BJP promised a multi-spe-
cialty hospital but it has com-
pletely failed at doing so. On
one hand, the Kejriwal
Government is building world-
class hospitals and Mohalla
Clinics, on the other BJP is fail-
ing at even building one hos-
pital."For the last 15 years, the
BJP has been in power at the

Corporation and has done just
two things - corruption and
misgovernance. One of the
biggest examples that high-
light both these things is the
Purnima Sethi Hospital in
Kalkaji. 

It was in 2005 that the
MCD started the construction
of this hospital. This was meant
to be a multi-specialty hospital
with 100 beds. 

The total cost of con-
structing this hospital was to be
Rs 6.70 crores. It is 2022 now
and yet the construction of this
hospital has not yet been com-
pleted," She alleged. "Just look
at the works of the Delhi

Government in contrast to
this. We have been able to cre-
ate a Mohalla Clinic in nearly
all the areas of the city. 

We have also been able to
provide free medicines and
tests to the people of the state.
We recently also started the
Mahila Mohalla Clinics which
will specially cater to the needs
of the women. 

We have also started multi-
specialty hospitals including
the Indira Gandhi Hospital in
Dwarka or the hospitals in
Burari and Ambedkar Nagar,"
she said while informing about
the work done by the AAP in
the health sector. 
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The MCD on Sunday denied
the charges made by AAP

leader Atishi on Purnima Sethi
hospital saying the comple-
tion of the Multi-specialty
Hospital Rs 13 crore is pending
with the Delhi Government.

“Kalkaji Colony Hospital
(subsequently named as
Poornima Sethi Multi-special-
ty Hospital) was originally
envisaged to be constructed as
five storied with one basement
(floor area 9371 sqm).  

With implementation of
Master Plan 2021, it was decid-
ed to avail the relaxed norms of
FAR and height of the build-
ing,” it said.

“Accordingly the proposal
was revised for eight storied
building with two basements
(total floor area of 24852 sqm). 

The original sanctioned
cost was Rs. 20.17 crores and
not 6.7 crore as falsely claimed
and this original cost was
revised to Rs 52.25 Crores as
there was expansion of nearly
three-time in the covered area
of the building,” the statement
said.

“The Hospital building is
largely complete but final works
could not be finished due to
non allocation of funds under
the medical (Plan) sector by
Delhi Government which has
stalled the execution of pend-
ing works such as internal and

external electrification, air con-
ditioning, lifts, Sewage
Treatment Plant (STP), fire
fighting and fire control etc,” it
stated. 

“The proposal to take up
the balance works amounting
to Rs. 13 crores is ready since
last two years but due to non
availability of funds these
essential works  are yet to be
taken up for making the entire
building fully operational. 

The non completion of
pending works due to non
provisioning of Rs. 13 crore by
Delhi Government are the
stumbling block to run the
Hospital as multi-specialty
Hospital,” the statement further
added.
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The BJP  on Sunday intensi-
fied its attack on Delhi

Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
and demanded the transfer of
jailed Minister Satyendar Jain
from Tihar jail to another
prison after conman Sukesh
Chandrashekhar alleged that he
was forced to bring “over 30
people to contribute Rs 500
crore towards his party”. 

Union minister Meenakshi
Lekhi on Sunday demanded
that jailed AAP minister
Satyendar Jain be transferred to
some other prison outside
Delhi.  Lekhi alleged that Jain
was indulging in "extortion" of
money from inside the jail, cit-
ing a letter by conman Sukesh
Chandrashekhar.

“The Delhi government
and the Lieutenant Governor of
Delhi should transfer Satyendar
Jain to another jail. How can he
continue to remain as the jail
minister despite being in jail?
He is influential and extorts
money from inside the jail,"
Lekhi at a press conference in
the national capital.

Lekhi also asked the
Kejriwal government to explain
why the AAP took Rs 50 crore
from “maha thug Sukesh
Chandrashekhar”.

Jain, arrested by enforce-
ment directorate (ED) in con-
nection with a money laun-
dering case, is currently lodged
in Mandoli jail in Delhi.

The BJP has dubbed
Kejriwal a "maha thug" and
demanded his resignation.
Addressing a press conference
at the BJP headquarters on
Saturday, spokesperson Gaurav

Bhatia said,"This letter expos-
es Arvind Kejriwal as a maha
(great) thug who conned (the)
conman and has cheated his
every friend." With the help of
Chandrashekhar, “Kejriwal
wanted to develop thuggery
into an industry, to raise money
for himself and his party and he
is running a Kejriwal thuggery
centre,” Bhatia alleged.

Leader of Opposition
Ramvir Singh Bidhuri also
sought explanation from the
Kejriwal.  He said that Kejriwal
and his ministers and MLAs
deserves Bharat Ratna in cor-
ruption.

Party spokesperson
Shehzad Poonawala asked
Kejriwal if he had met the con-
man "at the farmhouse of his
minister Kailash Gahlot" and
sought to know what discus-
sions were held.

In his letter,
Chandrashekhar has allegedly
said that he was asked Rs 50
crore for Rajya Sabha seat by
Jain and also to arrange 30 per-
sons to provide Rs 500 crore for
expansion of AAP in Southern
India.  The AAP has alleged
that the BJP is using
Chandrashekhar against the
party as it is scared by the
prospect of its defeat in Gujarat
Assembly polls and MCD polls
in Delhi.  
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The Market traders
Associations (MTAs) and

the Resident Welfare
Associations (RWAs) of South
Delhi have mixed opinions on
the work of the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD)
in the past five years and are
going to vote on the issues such
as sanitation and parking facil-
ities.

Nageshwar Singh, MTA
president, Saket, said that in the
forthcoming elections the main
demand of the people from
Saket will be sanitation. There
is no proper sanitation arrange-
ment made by the corporation
in the last five years. “The san-

itation workers do not come to
collect the waste on regular
basis. After various complaints
given by the people residing in
the area to the civic body,
there no action taken by them
in the matter,” Singh said.

“The Dhalao of the waste
is used by the MCD for storing
their equipment, instead of
garbage, the streets are filed
with waste in front of the PVR
mall, due to the mall is also not
clean,” he said. 

“The community hall
made by the MCD has broken
tiles in it and we have been
approaching the municipal
officials to get it repaired but no
one addresses the grievance.
We will vote by keeping in view

all the current situation,” Singh
added. While appreciating the
work done by the BJP in the
MCD, Sharda, MTA president,
Greater Kailash, said that they
are really satisfied with the
work done by the saffron party
councilors in the area.

“In our area, there was a
major problem for the parking,
but it was also resolved as a
multi-level parking is being
constructed in the area by the
MCD,” he said.Criticising the
AAP, Sharda said that they
won't be handing over the
reign of the corporation into
the hands of the corrupt Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal. We
don’t want the MCD to become
like the other departments in

Delhi where corruption is done
by the AAP.Over the remarks
of Kejriwal to clean the three
landfill sites, Sharda said that
this was a blatant lie and that
for eight years he promised the
people that he will clean the
Yamuna River but instead the
river has become more pollut-
ed.

Appreciating the work of
the BJP, TP Sharma, Secretary
RWA, Hauz Khaz, said that
they are very much satisfied
with the development done by
the party in their area. “The
Corporation has been very
supportive and whenever we
have reported any problem
and have taken stern action to
solve the issue,” Sharma said.

NEW DELHI: A total of
12,0515 illegal banners and
hoardings were removed by the
24 teams of the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD)
in the past two days after the
implementation of the model
code of conduct for the civic
body polls.

In all the 12 administrative
zones of the Corporation, the
teams have removed 120515
banners out of which 49774
were taken out on Sunday and

70741 were removed on
Saturday, said an MCD senior
official. According to the report
released by the civic body,
4609 banners and hoardings
were removed in Rohini Zone,
while 2501 were taken out in
Civil Line Zone.“The teams
have removed 8579 banners
and hoarding in Najafgarh
Zone which is the highest,
while the City SP zone had wit-
nessed the lowest removal of
poster 1820,” it stated. SR
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In view of a narrow window
to nominate candidates for

MCD polls, Delhi BJP will
send teams of observers in the
districts on Monday to short-
list names of probable candi-
dates on 250 wards, party lead-
ers have said. 

The nominations for elec-
tions on 250 MCD wards will
begin on Monday. The last
date of filing nomination is
November 14.  In each of 14
districts, a three-member team
comprising one central delegate
and two Delhi unit leaders, will
be sent to collect feedback on

local leaders.  Many senior BJP
leaders, including CT Ravi, D
Purandeshwari, Vinod Tawde,
Vijaya Rahatkar, Tejasvi Surya,
Sunil Deodhar, and Arvind
Menon, have been appointed as
central delegates.

All present and past
Mandal (ward) unit presidents,
councillors, MLAs, as well as
senior leaders in those areas
including party office bearers,
will give names of suitable
candidates for wards, said a
senior Delhi BJP leader.

The party is also con-
ducting a series of surveys to
obtain ground level feedback so
that candidates with good rep-

utation among voters and high
winnability factor could be
fielded in the polls, party lead-
ers said.  As the polls inch clos-
er, a large number of ticket
seekers alongwith their sup-
porters have started thronging 

Delhi BJP office at Pant
Marg.  The party unit has also
deputed some of its senior
leaders to collect the bio-data
of ticket seekers. 

A box has also been kept at
the party office to help ticket
seekers deposit their applica-
tions and bio-data.  Out of the
250 wards, 50 per cent are
reserved for women candi-
dates. 
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���������� Ahead of MCD polls, Delhi BJP is taking slum
dwellers from different parts of the city for a tour of 3,024 eco-
nomically-weaker-section flats in Kalkaji area recently hand-
ed over to the allottees by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
Keys of the flats built to rehabilitate slum dwellers under 'In-
Situ Slum Rehabilitation' Project were handed over to the allot-
tees under ‘Jahan Jhuggi Wahin Makan' scheme.

"We are taking people from slum clusters to watch how the
Modi government is bringing change to their lives through its
welfare schemes," said Delhi BJP vice president Sunil Yadav.
"There are at least 2-3 slum clusters in each of 270 wards in Delhi.
We have deployed buses to take people there and see the well-
built flats and other amenities at Kalkaji," Yadav said. SR
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In an effort to provide better
facilities to frontline soldiers,

the Army on Sunday opened a
modern transit facility here
for troops deployed in Jammu
and Kashmir region.  Northern
Army Commander, Lieutenant
General Upendra Dwivedi ded-
icated the  464 bedded modern
transit facility.

The project started in 2017
at a cost of approximately Rs 18
Crore.  Currently, troops mov-
ing to Jammu and Kashmir
were staying in temporary
accommodations.

Operationalization of this
facility will enable troops to be
comfortable and will provide
necessary ease during transit,
officials said here. 

The facility is equipped
with modern facilities for
ensuring the comfortable stay
of troops including two
Reception Centres, three
Dining Halls, Cook Houses, a
Lift and Fire Fighting systems. 

The Transit facility will
ensure that the transiting
troops stay comfortably at New
Delhi and will strengthen the
existing military infrastruc-
ture. It will also ensure the net
happiness quotient of troops of
Northern Command, they said.
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To ensure greater trans-
parency, the Election

Commission (EC) has pro-
posed reducing the amount a
candidate contesting polls can
pay in cash for campaign-relat-
ed expenditure from the exist-
ing Rs 10,000 to Rs 2,000.

In the proposal submitted
to the government recently,
the poll panel recommended
that the Conduct of Election
Rules should be amended to
ensure that all cash payments
in excess of Rs 2,000 made to
a person or entity for election-
related expenses are made
either through account payee
cheques or online and digital
means.

This, the sources said, is
part of efforts to bring greater
transparency in the expendi-
ture by individual candidates
contesting polls and to remove
"fungibility".

As of now, the candidates
have to ensure that all pay-
ments in excess of Rs 10,000 are
made by cheque, draft or bank
transfer through a bank
account opened exclusively for
the purpose of election expen-

diture. According to the EC's
instructions, candidates have to
open a separate bank account
exclusively for election expen-
diture purposes, at least one
day before the filing of the
nomination.

Candidates also have to
maintain day-to-day accounts,
cash book, and bank book
from the date of filing of nom-
ination to the date of declara-
tion of results (both dates
inclusive). They have to include
all expenses incurred on the
date of filing of nomination as
well.

A candidate has to submit
the election expenditure
account to the District Election

Officer (DEO) within 30 days
of the declaration of the poll
results.

While announcing the
schedule for the Gujarat
Assembly polls last week, the
EC had said that for the pur-
pose of maintaining the puri-
ty of elections, it has issued a
Standard Operating Procedure
for flying squads and static sur-
veillance teams constituted for
checking excessive campaign
expenses, distribution of items
of bribe in cash or in kind,
movement of illegal arms,
ammunition, liquor, or antiso-
cial elements in the con-
stituencies during the election
process.
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Senior Congress leader P
Chidambaram on Sunday

accused Prime Minister
Narendra Modi of "undermin-
ing" the basis of a constituen-
cy-based Parliamentary
democracy and claimed that a
presidential form of
Government which the RSS
wants to usher in will entrench
"majoritarianism". 

His attack came over
Modi's remarks at a poll rally
in Himachal Pradesh's Solan
where he exhorted people to
support the "lotus" (BJP's elec-
tion symbol), saying their votes
to it will be their "blessings" to
him and that they should keep
in mind not the candidates but
"kamal ka phool".

"Hon'ble PM said that the
voters need not remember the
name of the candidate in the
constituency. Hon'ble PM also
said 'vote for the lotus, it is a
vote for Modi'," Chidambaram
said. "Having shunned
Parliamentary debates and
press conferences, the Hon'ble
PM is now undermining the
very basis of a constituency-

based Parliamentary democ-
racy," the former Union min-
ister alleged on Twitter. 

"We know that the RSS and
its bhakts have nursed for a
long time the desire to usher in
a Presidential form of govern-
ment," Chidambaram said.

A presidential form of gov-
ernment will entrench "majori-
tarianism" in the country and
pluralism will be killed, he
said. Addressing a rally in
Solan, Modi had said people
don't need to keep in mind
who is the candidate.

"You only remember lotus.
I have come to you with lotus.
When you go to vote and see
lotus, you should know that the
BJP and Modi have come to
you. Your every vote to lotus,
will be your blessings to Modi,"
he had said.
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The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on Sunday

said it has arrested one
absconding accused for
ambush on the convoy of
Commandant of Assam Rifles.

The NIA NIA late on
Saturday arrested absconding
accused Machukring Zamshim
Shimray alias Ningkham of
New Canaan Village, Ukhrul in
Manipur district

The case relates to the
attack on the convoy of 46th
Battalion of Assam Rifles on
November 13, 2021 by a group
of armed militants near Sialsih
village of Churachandpur
District, Manipur.

As a result of the attack,
seven persons, including CO
Colonel Viplav Tripathi, his
wife and minor son and four
other Assam Rifles personnel
were killed and six other per-
sonnel were injured.

A case was registered on
November 13 last year under
various Sections of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC), provisions of
Arms Act and Sections of the
Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act and Explosive
Substances Act was registered
at Singngat Police Station,

Churachandpur District,
Manipur. The NIA re-regis-
tered the case on November 27,
2021 and started investiga-
tions.

“On 05.11.2022, based on
secret information, a joint team
of NIA, Assam Rifles and
Assam Police conducted a spe-
cial operation and arrested
Machukring Zamshim
Shimray alias Ningkham from
Yaingangpokpi, Imphal East
District, Manipur against
whom NIA had declared a
cash reward of Rs 4 lakhs,” the
NIA said in a statement.

The arrested accused was
an active cadre of MNPF and
was directly involved in the
ambush. The accused will be
produced before the NIA
Special Court and taken on
police remand. Further inves-
tigations in the case are in
progress, it added.
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Amid the continuing tur-
moil on both the political

and economic fronts and the
Army choosing to remain neu-
tral in the face of social divi-
sions and protests, Pakistan
could be on the brink of dis-
integration into separate parts.

While Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh, during a visit to
Jammu and Kashmir on
October 27 said Pakistan will
soon face rebellion, former
Pakistan PM Imran Khan has
been on record stating that
Pakistan could be Balkanised
into many States and deprived
of the nuclear assets in the
wake of the all-round failure of
the present Government.

Notwithstanding the polit-
ical turmoil, Pak Army Chief
General Qamar Jawed Bajwa is
staying in Washington for last
fortnight to lobby for taking
over as the political executive
of Pakistan like Pervez
Musharraf did in the past.
Bajwa was supposed to fly
back at  2 PM IST but his
return was cancelled, top
sources privy to the develop-
ments said.

Bajwa has been on record
saying that the Army will stay
apolitical (read neutral) in the
face of ongoing unrest in that
country and the US authorities
are said to have reminded
him to stick to his promise on

this count. In further indica-
tions trickling in from
Pakistan, the separatist leaders
from Sindh and Balochistan
have shifted their bases to
third countries due to the
ongoing political and eco-
nomic uncertainty back home.

Meanwhile, even as Bajwa
is away in the United States
(US), the Pakistan Army cir-
cles are abuzz with the theory
that the current Army chief
revealed the location of Al
Qaeda top boss Al Zawahiri
leading to his targeted killing
in Kabul by the US precision
missile strike.

Highly placed sources said
the US has also ramped up
consultations with the coun-
tries in the region to fine-tune
its strategy of containing chaos
in a nuclear armed country as
also safeguard the region from
the possibility of nukes getting
into the hands of terrorist
groups like Al Qaeda, Islamic
State, the Haqqani Network,
Lashkar-e-Tayabba and Jaishe-

e-Mohammad among others. 
Just ahead of the midterm

polls back home on Tuesday,
the US has also begun hectic
consultations with India at
the highest level, the sources
said.

The sources further said
India is keen to take control of
the Pakistan-Occupied
Kashmir and back the US' bid
to grant independence to
Balochistan and hold a refer-
endum in Sindh. 

On its part China has
expressed that it will take a
stand on the possible new
developments in Pakistan in
consultation with the region-
al neighbours once such an
eventuality arises.

While the Pakistan Army
alone is capable to wrest the
country out of the multifac-
eted turmoil, the US has
already rejected Bajwa’s bid to
head or control the govern-
ment.Apart from himself

helming the country, Bajwa
who has the backing of terror
masterminds LeT boss Hafiz
Sayeed and JeM chief Masood
Azhar, has also sought to put
in place a sham democracy in
Pakistan.

Pakistan is facing severe
insurgency in Sindh and
Balochistan provinces. In
October alone, as many as 135
Pak army personnel were
killed and 2,000 AK 47 assault
rifles were looted by the
Tahreek-e-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP) insurgents. 

The situation is further
compounded by the balance of
payment crisis staring at
Pakistan in the midst of sky-
rocketing inflation and bur-
geoning price rise besides the
assassination bid on former
Pakistan Prime Minister
Imran Khan whose protests
have galvanized the public
against the current regime of
Shahbaz Sharif perceived to be

failing on all the fronts and
leading the country into chaos.

"Our country is watching
and feeling the pain of the cit-
izens of POK, where Pakistan
is unleashing torture and
harassment. Very soon there
will be a rebellion in the PoK
by the citizens against the
atrocities.

Our country is committed
to implementing the resolu-
tion passed in the Parliament
about retrieving Kashmir
under illegal occupation of
Pakistan," Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh had said in
Jammu and Kashmir on
October 27.

“If the right decision is not
taken, Pakistan will lose its
nuclear deterrence … and
then it will be fragmented
into three pieces,” former
Pakistan PM Imran Khan had
said on June 6.

He had said Balkanisation
of Pakistan is a thought that
Pakistanis shudder to even
entertain, bringing back mem-
ories of 1971—the year East
Pakistan became the sovereign
nation of Bangladesh.

Imran Khan who is the
Chairman of the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) had
further warned that once the
country’s economy is
destroyed, it would go into
default, and the world would
ask Pakistan to move towards
denuclearization—as was done
to Ukraine in the 1990s.
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Union Environment
Minister Bhupender Yadav

Sunday said India believes that
climate action starts at the
individual level and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
through 'LiFE movement' has
provided a simple solution to
the complex problem of climate
change.

LiFE stands for 'Lifestyle for
Environment', a pro-people
and pro-planet effort that seeks
to shift the world from mind-
less and wasteful consumption
to mindful and deliberate util-
isation of natural resources.

Yadav inaugurated the
India Pavilion at the 27th
Session of the Conference of

Parties (COP) of the UNFCCC
(COP 27) at Sharm El-Sheikh
in Egypt on Sunday. 

COP27 is scheduled from
November 6 to 18. Welcoming
delegates from all countries to
India Pavilion, Yadav said
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has provided a simple solution
to the complex problem of cli-
mate change. 

He said India believes that
climate action starts from the
grassroots, individual level and
hence the India Pavilion has
been designed with the theme
of "LiFE - Lifestyle for
Environment".

Yadav said India Pavilion
will continue to remind the del-
egates that simple lifestyle and
individual practices that are sus-

tainable in nature can help
protect mother earth. The min-
ister said India looks forward to
substantial progress in the dis-
cussions related to climate
finance. "We also look forward
to the introduction of new
technologies and new collabo-

rations to facilitate technology
transfers," the Union
Environment Ministry quoted
him as saying in a statement.

Yadav also attended the
ceremonial opening of COP 27
where Egypt took over the
COP Presidency from the UK.
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The National Green Tribunal
has refused to entertain a

plea seeking direction to the
Centre and the Uttarakhand
government to provide basic
facilities such as road, electric-
ity, water, school and health
centres in 10 villages situated
on the periphery of the Rajaji
National Park. 

A bench of NGT
chairperson Adarsh Goel, judi-
cial member Sudhir Agarwal
and expert member A Senthil
Vel said the application has
been filed in a matter which

was disposed of on August 27,
2018, with the observation that
the grievance was not within
the purview of this tribunal. 

"In the application
now filed, it is stated that
authorities are not looking into
the grievances of the applicant.
In view of the earlier order

referred to above, the applica-
tion cannot be entertained and
will stand disposed accord-
ingly without prejudice to any
other remedy in accordance
with law," the green panel said
in a recent order. 

During the hearing,
advocate Dushyant Prashar,
appearing for Madan Singh
Bisht, a resident of one of the
10 villages, said on August 27,
2018, the National Green
Tribunal (NGT) had granted
liberty to the petitioner to
make the representation to
authorities concerned. 

He submitted that

Bisht made the representation
to the secretary of the state gov-
ernment, chief conservator of
forest (wildlife), Dehradun and
director of the Rajaji National
Park but till now no response
has been received. 

With regard to
Bisht's village, which is situat-
ed just outside the Rajaji
National Park, authorities must
provide all basic facilities to
people to lead a normal life or
in the alternative, in view of
rehabilitation schemes and
guidelines framed for reloca-
tion of people residing in for-
est areas by the National Tiger

Conservation Authority
(NTCA), the applicant may be
rehabilitated or compensation
be awarded, Prashar submitted. 

"The fate of the applicant is
in the lurch in as much as the
applicant and his family mem-
bers are leading their life under
serious fear of death, in as
much as the residence and the
human habitation area of the
applicant is being frequently
visited by the ferocious animals
like elephant, lion, python dur-
ing peak afternoon or in the
night making the life of the
inhabitants of the village diffi-
cult…" the plea said. 
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The global mean temperature
in 2022 is estimated to be

1.15 degree Celsius above the
pre-industrial (1850-1900) aver-
age, likely making the eight
years from 2015 the warmest on
record, the World
Meteorological Organisation
said in a report on Sunday. The
report titled 'WMO Provisional

State of the Global Climate
2022' released at the 27th
Conference of Parties to the
UNFCCC on Sunday stated
that the rate of sea level rise has
doubled since 1993 and has
risen by nearly 10 mm since
January 2020 to a new record
high this year.

The past two-and-a-half
years account for 10 per cent of
the overall rise in sea level

since satellite measurements
started nearly 30 years ago, the
report stated. The figures used
in the provisional 2022 report
are till the end of September this
year. The final version will be
issued next April.

"The global mean temper-
ature so far in 2022 has been
1.15 degree Celsius above the
1850-1900 average. If the cur-
rent anomaly continues to the
end of the year, the analysis
would place 2022 as either the
fifth or sixth warmest year on
record (from 1850), and in
each case marginally warmer
than 2021. The eight years --
2015 to 2022 -- are likely to be
the eight warmest years on
record," the report read.

Despite La Niña conditions
keeping the global tempera-
ture low for the second consec-
utive year, 2022 is still most like-

ly to be the fifth or sixth
warmest year on record, the
WMO said. The 10-year aver-
age for the period 2013-2022 is
estimated to be 1.14 degrees
Celsius above the pre-industri-
al baseline. This compares with
1.09 degrees Celsius from 2011
to 2020, as estimated by the
Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) Sixth
Assessment report.

The pre-monsoon period
was exceptionally hot in India
and Pakistan. Pakistan had its
hottest March and April on
record. The heat caused a
decline in crop yields. 

This combined with ban-
ning of wheat exports and
restrictions on rice exports in
India are threatening the inter-
national food markets and pos-
ing risks to countries already hit
by shortages of staple foods.

Jammu: Congress leader Vikar
Rasool Wani on Sunday
claimed that the BJP-led Centre
is neither serious about hold-
ing assembly elections in
Jammu and Kashmir nor
restoring its statehood. 

The J-K Pradesh Congress
Committee president also
sought support from the peo-
ple for the 'Bharat Jodo
Padyatra' launched by party
leader Rahul Gandhi to defeat
"politics of hate and division" in
the country. "The Centre is not
serious about fulfilling the

commitment of early restora-
tion of statehood and holding
assembly elections (in Jammu
and Kashmir), and only hood-
winking people by issuing
vague statements from time to
time for the last three and half
years," Wani said, addressing a
workers' convention in Samba
district.

He said the vague state-
ments by some central minis-
ters from time to time about
restoration of statehood and
assembly elections do not
inspire confidence and trust

among people as the promises
were never fulfilled by the BJP
government. The Congress
leader questioned the BJP, say-
ing the people want to know
benefits of abrogation of special
status guaranteed to them
under Article 370 of the
Constitution.

"People had not voted for
BJP to divide and downgrade
our historical state into Union
Territory and snatch our rights
over lands and jobs, guaranteed
to people by last Dogra ruler
through state subject laws. 
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All eyes will now be on the
bypolls to Mainpuri Lok

Sabha seat and Rampur
Assembly constituency as the
Samajwadi Party faces the chal-
lenging task of retaining both
the seats.

Both the constituencies
will go to polls on December 5.

During the last five
months, the SP has lost by-elec-
tions to two Lok Sabha seats
and one assembly seat. The SP
failed to retain the Azamgarh
and Rampur Lok Sabha seats
where bypolls were held in
June. The Bharatiya Janata
Party wrested both the seats
from the SP.

The BJP on Sunday
retained the Gola Gokarannath
assembly seat also defeating its
SP rival.

Moreover, the SP faces the
challenging task of choosing a
candidate for the Mainpuri
Lok Sabha seat which fell
vacant after the death of party
founder Mulayam Singh Yadav
on October 10 after prolonged
illness.

While the Mainpuri par-

liamentary seat fell vacant fol-
lowing the demise of Mulayam
Singh Yadav, the Rampur
assembly seat fell vacant
because of the disqualification
of SP MLA Mohammad Azam
Khan following the three-year
jail term awarded to him by the
Rampur MP/MLA court in a
2019 hate speech case.

On both seats, the SP is
likely to field family members
- a Yadav in Mainpuri and a
Khan in Rampur. On both
seats, the SP has the advantage
of sympathy factor -- the death
of political icon Mulayam
Singh Yadav and "injustice" at
the hands of ruling BJP meted
out to Azam Khan, but the
challenge from the belligerent
BJP is big.

Both Rampur assembly
seat and Mainpuri Lok Sabha
seats are bastions of the SP. The
BJP could not win the
Mainpuri seat in 2014 and
2019 Lok Sabha elections
despite the Modi wave. The BJP
also failed to make a dent in
Rampur assembly seat in 2017
and 2022 UP Assembly polls
and Azam Khan had won both
the elections. Azam Khan, who

had won the Rampur seat 10
times, lost the assembly elec-
tions only once in 1996. 

SP spokesman Rajendra
Chaudhary, when asked whom
the party would field from the
Mainpuri Lok Sabha seat, said,
"The party president will sit
with the party top leaders and
decide. But irrespective of
whom the party fields, it will
win both the seats."

The Election Commission
of India announced the elec-
tions on both seats on Saturday,
but the name of Tej Pratap
Singh Yadav, the grandnephew
of Mulayam Singh Yadav and
son-in-law of the Bihar former
chief minister Lalu Prasad
Yadav, has been doing the

rounds in the party circles
since the day after Mulayam
Singh Yadav passed away on
October 10.

Tej Pratap Singh Yadav,
34, had won the same seat in
2014 Lok Sabha bypolls (when
Mulayam vacated it to retain
Azamgarh seat) during the
time when Akhilesh Yadav was
the UP Chief Minister. When
Mulayam contested and won
the Mainpuri seat in 2019, Tej
Pratap was his election in-
charge. 

"This time the electoral
battle in Mainpuri is going to
be tough for the SP as the BJP
is not only united it is also ruth-
less while the Yadav family is
divided," said a SP leader.
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The ruling CPI(M) in Kerala
on Sunday attacked the

Central government by accus-
ing it of trying to prevent
implementation of welfare
schemes and destroy higher
education in the state using the
Governor, as the BJP wants to
control everything.

CPI(M) state secretary M
V Govindan alleged that the
Central government's inten-
tion to prevent implementation
of welfare measures like mini-
mum guaranteed employment
was revealed from the speech
of Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman a day ago.

Sitharaman, while deliver-
ing the second P
Parameshwarji Memorial
Lecture on "Cooperative
Federalism: The Path Towards
Atma Nirbhar Bharat" here on
Saturday, had said indiscrimi-
nate borrowing and spending
by certain states on non-merit
goods and expenditure is a
matter of concern.

Govindan contended that
the Centre wants to control
everything and prevent states
from implementing welfare

schemes within their own
financial limitations.

"The LDF and CPI(M)
cannot accept this stand of the
Central government," he told
reporters here at a press con-
ference which was held subse-
quent to a state secretariat
meeting of CPI(M).

Govindan further said that
the Centre was using
Governors in non-BJP ruled
states to interfere in higher edu-
cation and implement the RSS
and Sangh Parivar agendas in
universities and this was hap-
pening in Kerala also, an alle-
gation which the Left front has
been levelling ever since it has
been at loggerheads with
Governor Arif Mohammed
Khan over functioning of var-
sities in the state.

He indicated that the
Kerala government has decid-
ed to take all necessary steps
and go to any extent, includ-
ing moving the Supreme
Court,  according to the
Constitution. 

"The BJP is using the
Governor to destroy higher
education in Kerala at a time
when the state government
was taking steps to improve it

and raise it to global standards.
The Governor was given the
Chancellor position by the
state and now things have
reached a stage where we may
have to discuss whether he
should continue in that posi-
tion".

"As the Governor has taken
a stand that he will go to any
extent, the party has decided to
oppose him by going to any
extent but in accordance with
the law and the Constitution,"
he said.

On being asked whether
the government would bring
any ordinance to remove the
Governor from the position of
Chancellor, the CPI(M) state
secretary reiterated -- "we will
do whatever is necessary and
go to any extent but in accor-

dance with the law and the
Constitution".

Regarding the issue of
Khan holding on to some bills,
including the University Laws
Amendment Bill, passed by the
state legislature, Govindan said
the Governor was doing some-
thing which was not permitted
under the law.

He indicated that the state
government was examining
what action, including legal,
can be taken against the same.

"We are examining how to
handle it both according to the
Constitution and the law. He
cannot hold on to the bills
indefinitely," Govindan said.

He said that various courts
have held that the Governor
cannot hold on to the bills
indefinitely. 
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The Congress party’s “Bharat
Jodo Yatra” led by Rahul

Gandhi will arrive in
Maharashtra's Nanded district
around 9 pm on November 7
from neighbouring Telangana,
the party said on Sunday. 

The yatra, the grand old
party's mass contact initiative,
will pass through 15 Assembly
and six parliamentary con-
stituencies in Maharashtra dur-
ing its 14-day sojourn, and
Rahul Gandhi is scheduled to
address two rallies in the state,
one each on November 10 and
18.

The yatra that began on
September 7 from
Kanyakumari, will enter its
61st day on Monday. It will
enter Maharashtra around 9
pm from Kamareddy in
Telangana and reach Deglur in
Nanded district, the
Maharashtra Pradesh Congress
Committee (MPCC) said. 

The party's state unit has
planned to hold a welcome cer-
emony for the yatra partici-
pants at the Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj statue at Kalamandir
in Deglur, it said.

After the welcome cere-
mony, the yatra will resume at
10.10 pm, in which the partic-
ipants will carry 'Ekta Mashals'
(Unity Torches). Post mid-
night, the marchers will take a
break at a gurdwara in Deglur
and later, they will take a night

halt at the Chidravar Mill there.
The yatra will resume on
November 8 at 8.30 am, the
party said.

Rahul Gandhi will address
two rallies during the yatra in
the state. The first rally will be
held on November 10 in
Nanded district and the second
one on November 18 at
Shegaon in Buldhana district.

The yatra will cover a dis-
tance of 382 kms across five
districts of the state before
entering Madhya Pradesh on
November 20.  In
Maharashtra, it will proceed
through Nanded district for
five days and enter Hingoli
district on November 11,
Washim district on November
15,  Akola district  on
November 16 and Buldhana
district on November 18.

Addressing a press confer-
ence in Nanded on Sunday,
Maharashtra Congress presi-
dent Nana Patole said the
yatra's aim was to protect the
Constitution and democratic
values. 

"In the last eight years, the
country has seen corruption,
fear and hunger," he alleged,
and demanded a face-to-face
debate between Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Rahul
Gandhi on the issues plaguing
the country.

"Ours is not a political
yatra. It is aimed at highlight-
ing the issues plaguing the
country. Many prominent per-
sonalities we contacted said
they support the yatra, but
would not come in the open,'
'he said.

When asked about the par-
ticipation of Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) presi-
dent Sharad Pawar and Shiv
Sena president Uddhav
Thackeray, he said the
Congress has invited the two
leaders and added that they
would take part in the yatra at
some point. 

A senior Congress leader
earlier said that more than
100 prominent personalities
from different walks of life will
participate in the yatra. 
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Aday after the Greater
Coochbehar People’s

Association leader Anant
Maharaj said that a separate
“State in North Bengal is just
a matter of t ime” the
Trinamool Congress has
accused the BJP of fomenting
“separatism” in the northern
part of the State.

“The BJP is trying to
foment trouble in northern
Bengal … they want to derive
political mileage by keeping
separatist issues alive ..they
want to partition Bengal but
that will not be allowed,” TMC
leader Kunal Ghosh said.

His statement came bare-
ly a week after Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee too said that
“there will be no division of
Bengal … we will thwart any
such move to divide our State.”

Earlier Anant Maharaj
alias Anant Roy of
Coochbehar said “a separate
state in North Bengal is just a
matter of time.” His statement
came soon after his meeting
with Unioin Home Minister of
State Nisith Pramanik.

When asked to clarify
whether he was privy to any
move regarding another parti-
tion of Bengal, Pramanik came
out with an evasive reply say-
ing, “everything will be clear
when appropriate time comes.”

When asked as to what
transpired between him and
Maharaj, the Union Minister
said “we dwelt on a whole
range of issues … a lot of pos-
itive things came out of our
discussion … everything will
be clear when the time comes.”

Subsequently when the
GCPA leader was asked as to
whether he had any discussion
over the formation of a possi-
ble Union Territory in North
Bengal he said “it is already a
declared policy of the central
Government … there is noth-
in new in it … things will be
clear when appropriate time
comes.”

Manoj Tigga a senior BJP
MLA from North Bengal too
came out with a cryptic reply
saying, “if a Union Territory is
formed out of this region then
that will be done after discus-
sion.

Incidentally,  Mamata
Banerjee and Maharaj had a
meeting recently in North

Bengal when the Chief
Minister was visiting that part
of the State. Subsequently the
Chief Minister also send him
some gifts and good wishes on
the ocassion of Bhai Dooj (a
ceremony where the siste prays
for the bother).

North Bengal has been
subject to several contradict-
ing demands for ages. While
the local Kamptapuri popula-
tion have been demanding
separate Kamtapur State  the
Gorkhas of Darjeeling had
been asking for a separate
Gorkhaland. The militant
Kamtapur Liberation
Organisation led by Jiban
Singh too has been active in
the forests of neighbouring
countries in support of a
Kamptapur State. On the other
hand leaders like Maharaj has
been asking for the creation of
Greater Coochbehar State
comprising parts of
Coochbehar distrct and some
parts of Assam.
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In its first major electoral vic-
tory after the parent party

split vertically in the wake of
an Eknath Shinde-triggered
rebellion in June this year, the
Uddhav Thackeray-led Shiv
Sena won the Andheri (East)
Assembly by-poll on Sunday,
when its candidate Rutuja
Latke trounced her farthest
rival by a margin of 65,000
votes in the polling held on
November 3.

Given that the ruling BJP
had withdrawn its candidate
Murji Patel and all other major
parties –including the NCP,
Congress and Raj Thackeray-
led MNS had extended their
support to her, Rutuja’s win in
the by-poll had become a
foregone conclusion.

Rutuja of the Shiv Sena
(Uddhav Balasaheb
Thackeray) polled 66,530
(76.95 per cent) votes, while
her rival Bala Venkatesh
Vinayak Nadar secured 1,515
(1.5 per cent) votes.

In a poll where there were
in all seven candidates, NOTA
( None Of The Above) secured
12,776 (14.79) per cent votes.   

The Andheri (East) by-
poll had been necessitated by
sitting Shiv Sena MLA Ramesh
Late’s death. Rutuja Latke is the
widow of Ramesh Latke who

passed away on May 11, 2022.
Latke was a Shiv Sena MLA
before the party split in June
this year in the wake of rebel-
lion by the MLAs led by cur-
rent chief minister Eknath
Shinde.

Sunday’s is the Uddhav
Thackeray-led Shiv Sena’s first
electoral success after the
Uddhav Thackeray-led Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) govern-
ment collapsed in June this
year, following a rebellion by
40-odd Shiv Sena MLAs led by
Eknath Shinde, who went onto
become the chief minister of
the state.

After the Election
Commission froze the parent
party’s symbol of ‘bow and
arrow’ in the light of its pend-
ing dispute with the Sena-led
by Eknath Shinde, the Uddhav
Thackeray-led Shiv Sena
fought the election with the
new name Shiv Sena (Uddhav
Balasaheb Thackeray) and new
symbol of “Mashal”.  

Rutuja’s victory in the by-
poll comes as a big boost to the
Uddhav Thackeray-led Shiv
Sena in the run-up to the cru-
cial  Brihan Municipal
Corporation elections which
in all likelihood will be held at
the end of 2022 or early 2023.  

The ruling BJP, which had
put up Murji Patel as its can-
didate for the November 3
Assembly by-poll withdrew

its nominee after MNS chief
Raj Thackeray appealed to
Maharashtra’s deputy chief
minister and senior BJP leader
Devendra Fadnavis to with-
draw from the contest as a
mark of  “reverence” to the
Sena MLA and facilitate
“unopposed” election of his
wife Rutuja Latke.

Two other factors that
contributed to the BJP’s deci-
sion to withdraw its candidate
from the Assembly by-poll
were: NCP chief Sharad Pawar
had also suggested that Rutuja
be elected unopposed in the
by-poll as such a develop-
ment would send a message to
political parties across the
country.

The Opposition NCP and
Congress, which are part of the
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA),
had earlier extended their sup-
port to Uddhav-led Shiv Sena’s
candidate Rutuja.

Expressing his happiness
over Rutuja’s victory in the

Assembly by-poll, Shiv Sena
(UBT) president Uddhav
Thackeray said that the elec-
toral outcome reflected the
people’s faith in his party.  

Talking to media persons
at his Bandra residence
“Matoshree” in north-west
Mumbai,  Uddhav said:  "This
is just the beginning of a fight.
The party symbol is important
but people look for our char-
acter as well.. The by-poll
results show people have faith
in us”.

“I appeal to Shiv Sainiks to
fight all future battles in a unit-
ed manner as we did in the
Assembly-poll. Our party's
name and symbol were frozen
for this election but those
who wanted this are nowhere
near the electoral ring,”
Uddhav said, alluding to the
fact that the Eknath Shinde-
led Shiv Sena did not contest
the by-poll despite fighting for
a symbol with it before the
Election Commission.   
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Tirupati's world famous Lord
Venkateswara temple's net

worth of over Rs 2.5 lakh crore
(about USD 30 billion) is more
than the market capitalisation
of IT services firm Wipro,
food and beverage company
Nestle and state-owned oil
giants ONGC and IOC.

Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams, keeper of the
temple dedicated to Tirupati's
presiding deity, for the first
time since its founding in 1933
declared its net worth. 

Its assets include 10.25
tonnes of gold deposits in
banks, 2.5 tonnes of gold jew-
ellery, about Rs 16,000 crore of
deposits in banks, and 960
properties across India. All
these total to over Rs 2.5 lakh
crore. 

At current trading price,
the networth of Tirupati tem-
ple is more than several blue-
chip Indian firms, according to
stock exchange data. 

Bengaluru-based Wipro
had a market cap of Rs 2.14
lakh crore at close of trading on
Friday, while UltraTech
Cement had a market value of
Rs 1.99 lakh crore. 

Swiss multinational food
and drink major Nestle's India
unit, with a market cap of Rs
1.96 lakh crore, too was valued
below it. 

State-owned oil behemoths
Oil and Natural Gas
Corporation (ONGC) and
Indian Oil Corporation (IOC)
too were valued less than the
temple trust and so was power
giant NTPC Ltd, auto makers
Mahindra and Mahindra and
Tata Motors, world's largest
coal producer Coal India Ltd,
mining conglomerate Vedanta,
real estate firm DLF and several
others.

Only about two dozen
companies have market valua-
tion larger than the temple
trust's networth. 

These include billionaire
Mukesh Ambani's Reliance
Industries Ltd (Rs 17.53 lakh
crore), Tata Consultancy
Services (Rs 11.76 lakh crore),
HDFC Bank (Rs 8.34 lakh
crore), Infosys (Rs 6.37 lakh
crore), ICICI Bank (Rs 6.31
lakh crore), Hindustan
Unilever Ltd (Rs 5.92 lakh
crore), State Bank of India (Rs
5.29 lakh crore), Bharti Airtel
(Rs 4.54 lakh crore) and ITC
(Rs 4.38 lakh crore). 
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Veteran leader Ghulam Nabi
Azad on Sunday said

although he has quit the
Congress, he would stills want
the party to perform well in
Gujarat and Himachal Pradesh
assembly elections, adding that
the Arvind Kejriwal-led Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) isn't capa-
ble to defeat the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).

"Although I have separat-
ed from the Congress, I wasn't
against their policy of secular-
ism. It was only due to the
party's system getting weak-

ened. Only the Congress could
challenge the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) in Gujarat and
Himachal Pradesh elections,
while the AAP is merely a party
of UT Delhi," news agency ANI
quoted Azad as saying.

Azad parted ways this year
with the grand-old party after
decades-long association. In

October, Azad announced his
new political outfit 'Democratic
Azad Party'.

Azad also exuded confi-
dence in his old Congress and
said it takes along everybody,
Hindu, and Muslim farmers.
He added that the AAP can't do
anything in these states, they
have failed in Punjab and the
people of Punjab will not vote
for them again.

"The AAP is merely a party
of UT Delhi. They can't run
Punjab efficiently, only
Congress can challenge the
BJP in Gujarat and Himachal
Pradesh as they have an inclu-

sive policy," Azad, who is on a
tour of Doda where he will be
meeting many delegations and
addressing many rallies in the
coming days, said.

The polls in Gujarat will be
held in two phases on
December 1 and 5. The count-
ing of votes will take place on
December 8.

In a hard-hitting resigna-
tion letter to then Congress
chief Sonia Gandhi, Azad had
attacked the party leadership,
particularly Rahul Gandhi,
over the way the party has been
run in the past nearly nine
years.
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Sir — Ironically, the advent of an other-
wise healthy season 'winter' in the nation-
al Capital and NCR is always stalked by
a fatally poor quality of air even as it has
earned the area its nickname of being a
gas chamber for the denizens, thanks to
the air quality index (AQI) here going up
menacingly high during winters.
Believing in the 'Jaan hai toh jahan hai'
saying, nothing matters sans life as any
progress and achievements in one and all
departments of life do fall on the stony
ground when their mainstay is under
constant threat.

With the Punjab and Delhi CMs,
Baghwant Mann and Arvind Kejriwal,
respectively, taking responsibility for
this air plight syndrome stemming from
the farm fires in Punjab, their 'merely six
months in power' plea cuts ice with none
as such a significant period for a constant-
ly burning problem brooks no argument.
Worse, a matter of grave concern is being
politicised instead of seeking a pragmat-
ic strategy to cope up with this annual-
ly resurrecting predicament when they
have had to fall back on their old ways
of announcing the closures of primary
schools, running Government offices
with half the strength and plying vehicles
on the 'Odd-Even' formula..

Azhar A Khan | Rampur
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���������������
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Sir — Former Tata Sons chairman Cyrus
Mistry died in a road accident two
months ago. Another person sitting in the
back seat of the car also perished in the
accident. However, the couple in the front
seat of the car, Dr Anahita Pandole and
Darius Pandole, survived. On Saturday,
November 5, the Maharashtra Police reg-
istered a case against Dr Pandole who was
driving the car under Sections that deal
with causing death by rash and negligent
act, rash driving on a public road and
causing death by act endangering life and
personal safety of others.

Mistry, 54, and his friend Jahangir
Pandole died when their Mercedes car hit
the divider in Palghar on the Mumbai-

Ahmedabad highway. According to the
police, while the couple sitting in the front
seat was wearing seat belts, the two
deceased weren't. Anahita Pandole is a
Mumbai-based gynaecologist. She was
driving the car. She and her husband were
seriously injured in the accident. The
police said the probe revealed rash and
negligent driving, leading to the case
against Pandole.

Bhagwan Thadani | Mumbai

�����������������������
�
�

Sir — Virat Kohli as a cricketer excels in
batting and fielding. Today, Virat is cel-
ebrating his 34th birthday. His dream of
playing cricket for the country took him
away from studies. He plays for Delhi in
domestic cricket and Royal Challengers
Bangalore in the IPL. He made his Test
debut in 2011 and reached the number
one spot in the ICC rankings for ODI
batsmen for the first time in 2013. He has

won Man of the Tournament twice at the
ICC World Twenty20 (in 2014 and
2016). He has been a named by Times
magazine for top 100 influential people
in the world.

Virat, also known as Virat ‘the run
machine’ Kohli, has broken many records.
There are only a few batters who can
match his numbers. In ODIs, 26 of his 43
centuries have come in the second
innings, and India have lost only seven
ODIs when he made a century. As of
September 2022, Virat has the most ODI
centuries for an active player and he is one
the hardworking athletes. Virat was
awarded the ICC ODI Player of the Year
in 2012, 2017 and 2018 and is being con-
ferred with the Padma Shri in 2017 and
many more.

Tithi Trivedi | Ujjain
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ing by the World Economic
Forum, India stood at 135th
position out of 146 countries
globally. Afghanistan pre-
dictably ranks last in the list
— a country where women
are not even allowed to go to
schools. This underscores
how women are treated as
second class citizens in India
and across the world.

Women across the pro-
fessions of entertainment,
medicine, law and sports
are subjected to great dis-
crimination. We have seen
and heard female actors
openly crack jokes on how
their male counterparts are
paid extravagant sums. But
the jibes have clearly not
made the cut, for they con-
tinue to be paid less. In
sports, the pay gap is even
wider. Forbes released the list
of top 100 highest paid ath-
letes in 2018 and, astonish-
ingly, not one woman made
it to the list. However, what
needs to be admired is that
the BCCI recently decided to
compensate male and female
players equally. A welcome
step indeed! However, if
other corporations will fol-
low suit remains to be seen.

When it comes to the
tech sector — a fast growing
and high-paying industry
— an entry-level salary for a
man is much more than

what’s paid to a woman with
comparable credentials. One
would think that in the edu-
cation sector, where women
heavily dominate men in
comparison, the former
must be getting paid on a par
with men. Unfortunately,
that’s not the case. In the
medical profession, women
are entering in record num-
bers and making a stellar
impact, yet when it comes to
remuneration, they are paid
less despite putting in an
equal amount of hours.

According to a review by
the World Economic Forum,
the pay gap amongst doctors
worldwide is due to an
under-representation of
women in the highest-paid
positions. It is also a ques-
tion as to why only 15% of
lawyers in India are women.
The common perception is
that the work environment
in this field is hostile at
times and the calibre of
women is not taken on face
value. And again, there’s a
huge difference in the sum
paid to a male lawyer and a
female lawyer for similar
cases.

Most women are not
hired for managerial and
decision-making roles as the
employer always dreads that
women may not be able to
dedicate themselves com-

pletely to the task at hand.
Some even think that
women are not on a par with
men when it comes to intel-
lectual abilities and stimula-
tion. This assumption makes
them averse to promoting
women or even hiring them
in the f irst  place.
Furthermore, a study by IIM
Ahmedabad suggests that
the more educated a woman
is, the more is the pay gap
with an equally educated
male counterpart.

What is the way for-
ward to put an end to this
almost vicious practice that
undermines the agency of
women, the quality work
they do, their toil and the
amount of hours they put in?
The solution to this is when
companies learn to be all
inclusive and take the baton
upon themselves to ensure
equal pay for equal work.
They should encourage
more transparency in this
regard. Women too must
rally for equal pay for equal
work. The issue of pay gap
has not gained traction, as
very few talk about it. This
needs to change, as without
pay parity, gender equality is
a far-fetched dream.

(The author writes on
news pertaining to women

rights, and social and 
environmental issues).
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It doesn’t involve a lot of
conscious thinking and
analysis to know that lack
of pay parity is a systemic
issue. It’s rampant and

present in ever y sector.
Common sense suggests that if
the output of two persons is the
same, the remuneration for
the work done should also be
the same. Then why are women
paid far less than men?

Even though the Equal
Remuneration Act, 1976, pro-
vides for the payment of equal
remuneration to men and
women workers and prevention
of discrimination on the
grounds of gender, its imple-
mentation on the ground has
been abysmal. The real picture,
as we all know, is far from being
egalitarian. Some glaring
reports and rankings corrobo-
rate the argument here. For
instance, as per the World
Inequality Report 2022, in
India, men earn 82 per cent of
the labour income, whereas
women earn 18 per cent of it.
The chasm between the per-
centages is wide and provokes
one to think about the sorry
state of affairs.

Come to think of it, women
doing physical labour are not
educated. This explains why
despite many of them being
aware that they are paid an
inferior sum as compared to
their male counterparts, they
hardly mull over it, let alone
raise their voices against the
prejudice. And when it comes
to urban women facing pay dis-
crimination across sectors, even
they find themselves unable to
hold forth their argument from
a strong position. The reasons
for the same are: It is still a
deeply patriarchal society
where very few women stand
up for what rightly belongs to
them. They lack the support of
fellow women, and the where-
withal needed to fight back.
Besides, saying no to work
until they’re paid justly is not
a viable option as well, for as a
matter of fact there will always
be another set of women who
will be ready to take up their
place and work on low remu-
neration instead.

As per gender parity rank-
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POINTCOUNTERPOINT

To put things into per-
spective, here is the real
story of Karan (name

changed), a salon worker, who
lives with his wife and an
eight-year-old daughter. He
earns a decent monthly salary
that suffices his day-to-day
expenses. About a month ago,
he decided to buy a smart TV
and a refrigerator. Though this
expenditure was beyond his
budget, he anyways went
ahead with the purchases.

Unknowingly, he put him-
self in a financially restrained
situation and the monthly
deficit put him in a tough spot
to manage his daily expenses.
So, Karan started exploring
the online money lending
applications on his phone to
relieve himself from the finan-
cial stress.

Scrolling through hun-

dreds of options, he came
across a mobile application
(App), which offered him
some lucrative money-lending
options. Unfortunately, it was
a fraudulent mobile loan
application, which asked
Karan to enter his mobile
number, bank account num-
ber, PAN and Aadhar details
to get approval for a Rs 9,000
instant loan.

To his surprise, the
amount was immediately
credited to his bank account.
Karan was confused at the
superfast transaction from
the money lending applica-
tion, which alerted him to read
the minute details and terms
and conditions of the loan.
Upon closely checking the
repayment details, he was
shocked that his loan amount,
which had an interest compo-

nent of a staggering 80 per
cent, was due for repayment
within the next 10 days.

And then his worst night-
mare started. He started get-
ting calls from various num-
bers, saying that if he refuses
to pay back the money, he will
get into various troubles, his
bank account would be
hacked. The scammers got
access to his email contacts
and phone numbers, his pho-
tos and videos, who then
threatened to expose his per-
sonal details. Karan’s fake
social media account was cre-
ated where the scammers
started demanding money
from his contacts. Even his
wife started getting threaten-
ing calls.

Fearing worse, Karan
approached the cyber cell of
police. But police refused to

file any case, saying that since
he was getting calls from var-
ious numbers it was difficult
to file the case. He was asked
to shut his bank account,
change his mobile number
and alert his close contacts not
to respond to any “emergency
situation” related to him.
Though Karan did manage to
come out to salvage the situ-
ation, his entire social, person-
al and financial life were
messed up.

Today thousands of indi-
viduals like Karan get
scammed from online money
lending applications and fake
calls. Though the government
has no data so far on this
mobile application financial
fraud, the situation is alarm-
ing. Recently a Chinese loan
app fraud, which resulted in
extortion and harassment of

many across India had creat-
ed stir. From Mumbai to
Delhi, Bangalore, Lucknow
and Hyderabad, daily news
reports related to mobile app
loan frauds have become the
order of the day.

While the Government
and the Reserve Bank of India
is still struggling to deal with
online frauds, this new chal-
lenge of mobile app loan fraud
has forced the government to
set up a team of IT, financial,
legal and security experts to
find a solution to find a way
out of this complex situation.

According to the latest
government data, cases relat-
ed to online frauds have come
down by about 17.5 per cent
in 2021-22 to ?128 crores as
against ?160 crores recorded in
the previous fiscal.
Interestingly, the amount of

fraud decreased but the num-
ber of cases increased. In the
2021-22, the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) reported around
9,103 bank fraud cases across
India.

Recently, many online
scammers have started using
newer ways to target innocent
people by morphing their
photos with vulgar images on
video calls and blackmailing
them into paying money.
Dating apps and WhatsApp
messenger have become com-
mon ground where unknown
people send video call requests
and record the screen with
your live photo/ video, and
later use it to blackmail indi-
viduals to extort money.

There are certain dos and
don’ts which everyone needs
to follow to steer clear of the
traps of mobile loan frauds.

Do not download untrusted
mobile applications, doing so
could lead your devices prone
to malware, virus, and spyware
attacks and compromise the
safety of the digital device. Do
not upload sensitive infor-
mation such as your bank
account details, Aadhar, or
PAN information on a non-
trusted mobile application.
Always use stronger pass-
words to protect your digital
accounts such as email
accounts and social media
accounts from getting hacked.

And the most important
lesson is that instead of falling
prey to unknown financial
sources, always seek financial
support from a known bank
or non-banking financial
company or NBFC. As they
say, it is always better to be safe
than sorry.
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(Sandeep Joshi is a freelance
journalist; Appurva Bhandari

is a digital safety activist) 
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Delhi is home to over two crore
people, and a population in an
equal number resides in the
nearby satellite cities. This
population of over four crore

is now breathless. They cannot breathe.
They cannot walk outside their homes. The
children cannot go to the schools. The
elders cannot sit in the parks. The young-
sters cannot go to the playgrounds. The
working people have to go to their work-
places by aggravating their health. People
in the national capital had never been so
depressed.

The national highways from Punjab
show pictures of abundant farm fires.
Farmers have lit their agricultural fields on
fire. They have to prepare for the Rabi
crops. Clearing stubble in an environmen-
tally friendly manner will take time and
effort. Easy way out is to walk with a
kerosene-soaked end of cloth stuck at the
end of sticks and set the whole farm fields
on fire.

In November last year, there had been
20 times more incidents of farm fires. This
year the incidents of farm fires in Punjab
seem determined to break all records.
Indeed, the farmers have traditionally
been burning ‘parali (stubble)’. But the
national highways were also lined up with
thick vegetation. The green covers in
Punjab were thick enough to absorb the
smoke, and the national capital never
lamented the quick work of the farmers to
clear their fields. Now, the people, since the
onset of October, begin dreading the
prospects of life full of gloom in November
that also extends till December until the
wind gains pace to bring reprieve to the cit-
izens.

Access to clean air is part of the Right
to Life enshrined in Article 21 of the
Constitution. This was gained after the
Supreme Court banned diesel buses, shut
down polluting industries, and made the
mass transport system to adopt the CNG
mode. All gains made after several years
of campaign have just disappeared.

The people in the national capital had
made all those gains because there were col-
lective efforts to improve the quality of life.
The Centre, the city government and the
municipal corporation joined hands despite
different political parties being in power at
one or the other place. The Atal Bihari
Vajpayee led government of the National
Democratic Alliance at the Centre gave the
people the gift of a clean transportation sys-
tem through Delhi Metro, while Madan Lal
Khurana of the BJP and Sheila Dikshit of
Congress were Chief Ministers of the
national capital. Similar efforts in the reha-
bilitation of the polluting industries were
taken in collaborative ways and political dif-
ferences did not prove to be obstacles.

Even now the BJP-led government at
the Centre had been working with a com-
mittee to curb pollution in Delhi for
months. The committee had members
from the Ministry of Environment of the
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(The author is Director,
Public Policy Research

Centre)

Central government, Delhi,
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and
Punjab. Union Minister Bhupender
Yadav worked round the clock
with the stakeholders for several
months to ensure that the farmers
in the member states don’t resort to
setting their agricultural fields.
The Cabinet Secretary under the
direction of the Prime Minister’s
Office also intervened and took reg-
ular meetings. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi also held marathon
meetings last year to deal with the
air pollution emergency in the
national capital.

Haryana cut down on the
incidents of farmers setting fire to
their agricultural fields by 30 per
cent. Similar results were seen in
the districts of Uttar Pradesh
which are part of the national cap-
ital region. But Punjab defied all
efforts. This suggests that the
governments in Delhi and Punjab
were not interested in solving the
challenges for the people in the
national capital. This smacks of
non-seriousness. It is also a case
of being too casual. There is no
scientific approach in governance.
Chief Minister of Delhi Arvind
Kejriwal trivialized Delhi pollu-
tion by saying last year that a
chemical spray would turn all
stubble into compost and the
whole issue of smog in the nation-
al capital would disappear. Last
year he could give the excuse that
the Congress government might
not have allowed him to spray that
chemical in the farm fields of
Punjab. But the Aam Aadmi Party
came to power in Punjab in

March this year with a thumping
majority.

The Bhagwant Singh Mann
government should have gone the
extra mile in Punjab to implement
the Arvind Kejriwal model of
clearing stubble from the farm field.
Kejriwal had claimed that the
farmers would have become rich
with ‘compost as gold’. But the cir-
cumstances on the ground suggest
that Kejriwal and Mann both had
least concerns of the issue that
would make life of the people
nightmarish.

Now, both Kejriwal and Mann
have unabashedly claimed that
pollution in Delhi is a national
problem. In a way, they have
thrown in the towel. They have
rather sought to suggest that they
will not do anything to solve the
problems, and resort to the easy
task of shutting down primary
schools, sending the government
employees to work from home and
so on. There can be no parallel to
such recklessness in abandoning
responsibilities. The people in the
national capital region sadly pay
heavy prices for such reckless mis-
governance.

In fact, it would be rather apt
to say that the people of the nation-
al capital are paying the price for an
anarchist government in the city.
The head of this government pro-
motes disregard to institutions.
The Kejriwal government pushed
ahead with the Yoga in park scheme
for elders when Lieutenant
Governor VK Saxena had not yet
given the permission. Now, the city
government with a complete disre-

gard to due process and in a way
institutionalizing anarchy is getting
the senior citizens to come to the
parks to do Yoga when they can
actually not breathe.

The people in the national cap-
ital are complaining of lung impair-
ment in a large number. The asth-
matic patients are much harassed.
Younger people in the national cap-
ital are complaining of arthritis.
The skin doctors are reporting an
abnormally large number of
patients. The people have sore eyes
and throats. The migrant workers
who cannot afford to sit out at
homes since they have to earn their
livelihoods are coughing their
hearts out. The college students are
facing disruptions in their studies.
The sports persons are losing days
and months in their practice ses-
sions.

Anarchist mindsets never
bring solutions. The farmers in
Punjab need support from the gov-
ernment and the civic society that
they must adopt the good practices
as done by their counterparts in
Haryana and UP for their own
welfare. The farmers in Punjab
have to be convinced that it has to
be a win-win situation for them to
adopt machinery-based solutions
for the stubble. The Punjab gov-
ernment needs to spend funds on
farmers in the state in place of
buying freebies for votes.
Anarchists, who believe that free-
bies are the passports to gover-
nance, have taken the people in
the national capital to such a state
of affairs. The people must hold
them accountable.
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Russian forces are stepping
up their strikes in a
fiercely contested region

of eastern Ukraine, worsening
the already tough conditions
for residents and the defending
army following Moscow's ille-
gal annexation and declaration
of martial law in Donetsk
province, Ukrainian authorities
said.

The attacks have almost
completely destroyed the power
plants that serve the city of
Bakhmut and the nearby town
of Soledar, Pavlo Kyrylenko, the
region's Ukrainian governor,
said. Shelling killed one civil-
ians and wounded three, he
reported late Saturday. 

“The destruction is daily, if
not hourly,” Kyrylenko said in
a state television interview. 

Moscow-backed separatists
controlled part of Donetsk for
nearly eight years before Russia
invaded Ukraine in late
February. Protecting the sepa-
ratists' self-proclaimed repub-
lic there was one of Russian
President Vladimir Putin's jus-
tifications for the invasion,
and his troops have spent
months trying to capture the
entire province.   While Russia's
“greatest brutality” was focused
in the Donetsk region, “con-
stant fighting” continued else-
where along the front line that
stretches more than 1,000

kilometers (620 miles),
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said in
his nightly video address. 

Between Saturday and
Sunday, Russia's launched four
missiles and 19 airstrikes

impacting more than 35 vil-
lages in seven regions, from
Chernihiv and Kharkiv in the
northeast to Kherson and
Mykolaiv in the south, accord-
ing to the president's office. 

Russia has focused on

striking energy infrastructure
over the last month, causing
power shortages and rolling
outages across the country.
The capital, Kyiv, was sched-
uled to have hourly blackouts
rotating Sunday in various

parts of the city of some 3 mil-
lion and the surrounding
region, 

Rolling blackouts also were
planned in the Chernihiv,
Cherkasy, Zhytomyr, Sumy,
Kharkiv and Poltava regions,

Ukraine's state-owned energy
operator, Ukrenergo, said in a
Telegram post.

More positive news was the
re-connection of the
Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power
Plant to Ukraine's power grid,
local media reported Sunday.
Europe's largest nuclear plant
needs electricity to maintain
vital cooling system, but it had
been running on emergency
diesel generators since Russian
shelling severed its outside
connections, 

In the Donetsk city of
Bakhmut, some 15,000 remain-
ing residents were living under
daily shelling and without
water or power, according to
local media.

The city has been under
attack for months, but the
bombardment picked up after
Russian forces experienced set-
backs during Ukrainian coun-
teroffensives in the Kharkiv and
Kherson regions. In Kharkiv,
officials are working to identi-
fy bodies found in mass graves
after the Russians withdrew,
Dmytro Chubenko, a
spokesperson for the regional
prosecutor's office, said in an
interview with local media. 

DNA samples have been
collected from 450 bodies dis-
covered in a mass grave in the
city of Izium, but the samples
need to be matched with rela-
tives and so far only 80 people
have participated, he said.
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Syrian government forces
shelled tent settlements

housing families displaced by
the country's conflict in the
rebel-held northwest early
Sunday, killing at least nine
people and wounding dozens,
opposition war monitors and
first responders said.

The shelling was the latest
violation of a truce reached
between Russia and Turkey in
March 2020 that ended a
Russian-backed government
offensive on Idlib province.
Idlib is the last major rebel-held
stronghold in Syria. The truce
has been repeatedly violated
over the past two years killing
and wounding scores of people.

The Britain-based Syrian
Observatory for Human
Rights, an opposition war mon-
itor, reported that government
forces fired about 30 rockets
toward rebel-held areas Sunday
morning. Those areas includ-
ed the Maram camp just north-
west of the provincial capital of
Idlib, where nine were killed

and 77 wounded. It said the
dead included three children
and one woman.

Rebel factions responded
by targeting government posi-
tions with artillery and missiles
in the area of Saraqib, east of
Idlib, and the al-Ghab plain, the
observatory reported.

The opposition's Syrian
Civil Defense, also known as

White Helmets, reported that
nine people were killed, includ-
ing two children and a woman,
and about 70 injured in shelling
targeting at least six camps west
of the capital.

The pro-government Sham
FM radio station said Syrian
government forces shelled posi-
tions of the al-Qaida-linked
Hayat Tahrir al-Sham group,

the most powerful militant
group in Idlib. It said Syrian
and Russian warplanes also
attacked the areas. 

Syria's conflict broke out in
March 2011 and has since
killed hundreds of thousands of
people, displaced half the coun-
try's pre-war population of 23
million and left large parts of
Syria destroyed.
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Asmall passenger plane
crashed Sunday morning

into Lake Victoria on approach
to an airport in Tanzania, and
regional authorities said at
least three people died.

Local authorities said 26 of
the 43 people on board the

Precision Air flight from the
coastal city of Dar es Salaam
were rescued and taken to a
hospital. The plane was head-
ed to Bukoba Airport.
Precision Air is a Tanzanian
airline company. News reports
showed photos of the plane
mostly submerged in the lake.

“We have managed to save

quite a number of people,”
Kagera province police com-
mander William
Mwampaghale told journal-
ists. “When the aircraft was
about 100 metres (328 feet)
midair, it encountered prob-
lems and bad weather. It was
raining and the plane plunged
into the water,” he said.
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At least seven people were
killed and three others

injured in a road accident in
Afghanistan's Dawlat Shah dis-
trict.

The vehicle ferrying health
workers overtuned and fell off
the valley in Laghman province
on Saturday, Khaama Press
reported.

The injured were being
treated at hospital.

The cause of the accident is
yet to identified.

Road damage and reckless
driving are the main contribu-
tors to traffic accidents in the
country, contributing signifi-
cantly to the traffic related
fatalities.
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Japan's Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida at an international

fleet review Sunday said his
country urgently needs to
strengthen its military capa-
bilities amid a worsening secu-
rity environment in the East
and South China seas and
threats from North Korea's
nuclear and missile advance-
ment and Russia's war on
Ukraine.

Eighteen warships partici-
pated in the review from 12
countries, including the United
States, Australia, Canada, India,
New Zealand, Singapore and
South Korea, while the U.S.
And France also sent war-
planes. 

South Korea joined for the
first time in seven years, in the
latest sign of improvement in
badly strained ties between
Tokyo and Seoul over Japan's
wartime atrocities.

“The security environment

in the East and South China
seas, especially around Japan, is
increasingly becoming more
severe,” Kishida said, noting
North Korea's increased missile
firings, including one that flew
over Japan last month, and
growing concern about the
Russian invasion's impact in
Asia.

Avoiding disputes and
seeking dialogue is important,
Kishida said, but it is also nec-
essary to be prepared for provo-
cations and threats to peace
and stability. He repeated his
pledge to significantly reinforce
Japan's military capability with-
in five years.

Kishida said Japan urgent-
ly needs to build more war-
ships, strengthen anti-missile
capability and improve work-
ing conditions for troops. 

"We have no time to waste,"
Kishida said after his review
aboard JS Izumo, where naval
officers from the participating
countries gathered to review a

demonstration of the frigates,
submarines, supply ships and
warplanes in Sagami Bay
southwest of Tokyo. 

The 248-meter- (813-foot)
long Izumo has been retrofit-
ted so that it can carry F-35Bs,
stealth fighters capable of short
take-offs and vertical landings,
as Japan increasingly works
side-by-side with the U.S.
Military.

Kishida said Japan will fur-
ther strengthen the deterrence
and response capability of the
Japan-U.S. Alliance.

Later Sunday, Kishida was
to visit the USS Ronald Reagan,
the U.S. Navy's only forward-
deployed aircraft career, off
the U.S. Naval base of
Yokosuka, with U.S.
Ambassador to Japan Rahm
Emanuel. 

Japan has steadily stepped
up its international defense
role and military spending
over the past decade, and plans
to double its military budget in

the next five to 10 years to
about 2% of its GDP, citing a
NATO standard, amid threats
from North Korea and China's
growing assertiveness.

Kishida's government is
currently working on a revision
to its national security strategy
and mid- to long-term defense
policies, and is considering
allowing the use of pre-emptive
strike capability in a major shift
to Japan's self-defense-only
postwar principle. Critics say
allowing pre-emptive strike
capability could violate Japan's
pacifist Constitution.

Apparently addressing
concerns from Asian neigh-
bors, Kishida said Japan will
stick to its postwar pledge as a
“pacifist nation” and continue
to explain its security policy to
gain understanding, while ask-
ing other countries to do the
same.

Many Asian countries,
including South Korea, were
victims of Japanese aggression

in the first half of the 1900s,
and an attempt by Japan to
increase its military role and
spending could be a sensitive
issue.

Sunday's international fleet
review marks the 70th anniver-
sary of the founding of Japan's
postwar navy, called the
Maritime Self-Defense Force,
seven years after Japan was
demilitarized after its World
War II defeat. The naval ships
and warplanes were to partic-
ipate in joint exercises later on
Sunday and Monday. 

It was the first time Japan
hosted an international fleet
review in 20 years. China did
not take part in the review but
is to participate in the two-day
Western Pacific Naval
Symposium to be held in
Yokohama from Monday.
Naval officers from about 30
countries are expected to attend
the gathering to discuss mar-
itime security.
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The Sri Lankan Navy has
arrested at least 15 Indian

fishermen and seized their two
trawlers for allegedly poaching
in the country's territorial
waters, an official statement
said on Sunday.

The fishermen were arrest-
ed on Saturday off
Talaimannar, a settlement
located on the northwestern
coast of Mannar Island, the
Navy said in the statement.

The fishermen, who
remain in naval custody in
Talaimannar, will be handed
over to the fisheries inspector,
it said.

Illegal fishing in the Sri
Lankan waters by Indian fish-
ermen has been a recurrent
problem despite many high-
level talks held between the two
sides.

The latest arrest came as Sri
Lanka and India held talks on
the international maritime
boundary challenges between
the two South Asian nations on
board a Sri Lanka Naval craft.

The 32nd international
maritime boundary line meet-
ing had discussed the roles of
the two Navies and their coast
guards, the Navy said.

The fishermen issue is a
contentious one in the ties
between India and Sri Lanka,
with the Lankan Navy person-
nel even firing at Indian fish-
ermen in the Palk Strait and
seizing their boats in several
alleged incidents of illegally
entering Sri Lankan's territor-
ial waters. The Palk Strait,
which is a narrow strip of
water separating Tamil Nadu
from Sri Lanka, is a rich fish-
ing ground for fishermen from
both countries.

���� 	�+���

Residents in southeastern
Oklahoma and northeastern

Texas began assessing weather dam-
age Saturday, working to recover and
thankful to have survived after a
storm stretching from Dallas to
northwest Arkansas spawned tor-
nadoes and produced flash flooding,
killing at least two people, injuring
others and leaving homes and build-
ings in ruins.

Oklahoma Gov. Kevin Stitt went
to the town of Idabel to see the dam-
age. He said on social media that all
the homes had been searched and

a 90-year-old man was killed. Keli
Cain, spokesperson for the state's
Department of Emergency
Management, said the man's body
was found at his home in the
Pickens area of McCurtain County,
about 36 miles (58 kilometers)
north of Idabel.

Morris County, Texas, Judge
Doug Reeder said in a social media
post that one person died as a result
of a tornado in the far northeastern
Texas County, offering no other
details.

Reeder and other county offi-
cials did not immediately return
phone calls for additional comment.

The Oklahoma Highway Patrol
also reported a 6-year-old girl
drowned and a 43-year-old man was

missing after their vehicle was swept
by water off a bridge near Stilwell,
about 135 miles (217 kilometers)

north of Idabel. The drowning has
not been officially attributed to the
storm and will be investigated by the
medical examiner, Cain said.

Saturday afternoon Stitt
declared a state of emergency for
McCurtain County, where Idabel is
located, and neighboring Bryan,
Choctaw and LeFlore counties.

The declaration is a step in qual-
ifying for federal assistance and
funding and clears the way for
state agencies to make disaster-
recovery related purchases without
limits on bidding requirements.

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott said
damage assessments and recovery

efforts are under way in northeast
Texas and encouraged residents to
report damage to the Texas Division
of Emergency Management.

"I have deployed all available
resources to help respond and
recover," Abbott said in a statement.
"I thank all of our hardworking state
and local emergency management
personnel for their swift response."

National Weather Service mete-
orologist Robert Darby in Tulsa said
the far-reaching storm produced
heavy rain in the Stilwell area at the
time, around 4 inches (10.16 cen-
timeters).

Idabel, a rural town of about

7,000 at the foothills of the Ouachita
Mountains, saw extensive damage,
Cain said. "There are well over 100
homes and businesses damaged
from minor damage to totally
destroyed," Cain said. Trinity Baptist
Church in Idabel was preparing to
complete a new building when the
storm ripped apart their sanctuary
and flattened the shell of the new
structure next door, according to
Pastor Don Myer.

The 250-member congregation
was to vote after the Sunday service
on whether to move ahead with he
final work to complete the building,
Myer told The Associated Press.

Ukraine warns of Russian ‘brutality’ in eastern region /3
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Asoldier shot to death three
policemen and a fellow

soldier at a roadside police sta-
tion in southern Iran on
Sunday, the semiofficial Tasnim
news agency reported.

The violence took place
near the town of Bampour,
about 1,260 kilometers, (780
miles) southeast of the capital
Tehran in the restive Sistan and
Baluchistan province.

The southeastern province
was gripped by unrest on
Friday, drawing a lethal
response from security forces
and an activist group claimed
they killed at least 16 people. It
came in the seventh week of
anti-government protests
sparked by the death in custody
of 22-year-old Mahsa Amini,
who was detained after alleged-
ly violating the country's strict
dress code for women. 

Tasnim cited a local police

commander to report that the
soldier opened fire after a dis-
pute with another soldier over
personal issues. The soldier
was detained immediately.
There were no additional
details. Such sootings are rare
in Iran. In 2016 a soldier killed
himself after shooting to death
three of his comrades. Military
service of up to 24 months is
mandatory for men aged 19 and
above in Iran.

Separately on Sunday,
Tasnim reported that a “ter-
rorist” was killed during an
attack by two assailants on a sta-
tion staffed by the elite para-
military Revolutionary Guard
in the city of Mahshahr in
southwestern Khuzestan
province. There were no other
details.

Protests embroiling the
country that began after
Amini's death first focused on
the state-mandated headscarf,
or hijab. 
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Envoys from around the
globe gathered Sunday
in the Egyptian seaside

resort of Sharm el-Sheikh for
talks on tackling climate change
amid a multitude of competing
crises, including the war in
Ukraine, high inflation, food
shortages and an energy
crunch.

Negotiators spent a frantic
two days ahead of the meeting
discussing whether to formal-
ly consider the issue of loss and
damage, or reparations, to vul-
nerable nations suffering from
climate change. The issue,
which has weighed on the talks
for years, was agreed just hours
before the meeting officially
opened.

In an opening speech, the
head of the UN's panel of cli-
mate scientist highlighted the
urgency of cutting greenhouse
gas emissions and adapting to
the effects of global warming.

"This is a once in a gener-
ation opportunity to save our
planet and our livelihoods,"
said Hoesung Lee, chair of the
Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change.

The outgoing chair of the

talks, British official Alok
Sharma, said countries had
made considerable progress at
their last meeting in Glasgow,
including on setting more
ambitious targets for cutting
emissions, finalising the rules
of the 2015 Paris agreement
and pledging to begin phasing
out the use of coal — the most
heavily polluting fossil fuel.

“We kept 1.5 degrees (2.7
Fahrenheit) alive,” he said,
referring to the most ambitious
goal of the Paris pact, to keep
temperature increase since pre-
industrial times under that
threshold.

Yet now those efforts were
being “buffeted by global head-
winds,” he warned.

“(Russian President
Vladimir) Putin's brutal and
illegal war in Ukraine has pre-
cipitated multiple global crisis,
energy and food insecurity,
inflationary pressures and spi-
ralling debt,” said Sharma.

“These crises have com-
pounded existing climate vul-
nerabilities and the scarring
effects of the pandemic.”

However even the most
optimistic scenarios assuming
countries do everything they
have pledged put the world on
course for 1.7 C of warming
(3.1 F), he warned.

“As challenging as our cur-
rent moment is, inaction is
myopic and can only defer cli-
mate catastrophe,” said Sharma.

“We must find the ability to
focus on more than one thing
at once.”

"How many more wake up
calls does the world to world
leaders actually need,” he said,
citing recent devastating floods
in Pakistan and Nigeria, and
historic droughts in Europe, the
United States and China.

His successor, Egyptian
Foreign Minister Sameh
Shoukry, said his office would
“spare no effort" to achieve the
goals of the Paris accord.

President Abdel Fattah el-
Sissi wrote on Twitter that
Egypt, as host country, was
seeking to move from the
“pledges phase to the implan-
tation phase with concrete
measures on the ground.”

The UN's top climate offi-
cial also appealed to countries
both to engage constructively
in the negotiations and take the
necessary action back home.

“Here in Sharm el-Sheikh,
we have a duty to speed up our
international efforts to turn
words into action,” he said,
adding that “every corner of
human activity must align with
our Paris commitment and
pursue our efforts to limit tem-
perature rise to 1.5 degrees.
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Former President Donald
Trump is predicting

America's destruction if his fel-
low Republicans don't deliver
a massive electoral wave on
Tuesday. Democrats, led by
President Joe Biden and two
other former presidents, are
warning that abortion rights,
Social Security and even
democracy itself are at stake.

Three of the six living pres-
idents delivered dire closing
messages Saturday in battle-
ground Pennsylvania entering
the final weekend of the 2022
midterm elections, but their
words echoed across the coun-
try as millions of Americans
cast ballots to decide the bal-
ance of power in Washington
and in key state capitals. Polls
across America will close on
Tuesday, but more than 39
million people have already
voted.

On Sunday, Biden was set
to campaign in suburban New
York, while Trump was head-
ed to Florida.

“If you want to stop the
destruction of our country and
save the American dream, then
on Tuesday you must vote
Republican in a giant red wave,”
Trump told thousands of

cheering supporters as he cam-
paigned Saturday in western
Pennsylvania, describing the
United States as “a country in
decline.”

Earlier in the day, Biden
shared the stage with former
President Barack Obama in
Philadelphia, the former run-
ning mates campaigning
together for the first time since
Biden took office. In neigh-
boring New York, even former
President Bill Clinton, largely
absent from national politics in
recent years, was out defending
his party.

“Sulking and moping is
not an option,” Obama charged.
“On Tuesday, let's make sure
our country doesn't get set back
50 years.”

Not everyone, it seemed,

was on message as the weekend
began. 

Even before arriving in
Pennsylvania, Biden was deal-
ing with a fresh political mess
after upsetting some in his
party for promoting plans to
shut down fossil fuel plants in
favor of green energy. While he
made the comments in
California the day before, the
fossil fuel industry is a major
employer in Pennsylvania.

Sen. Joe Manchin, D-
W.Va., chair of the Senate
Energy and Natural Resources
Committee, said the president
owed coal workers across the
country an apology. He called
Biden's comments “offensive
and disgusting.”

Trump seized on the riff in
western Pennsylvania, charging
that Biden “has resumed the
war on coal, your coal.”

The White House said
Biden's words were “twisted to
suggest a meaning that was not
intended; he regrets it if anyone
hearing these remarks took
offense” and that he was
“commenting on a fact of eco-
nomics and technology.”

Democrats are deeply con-
cerned about their narrow
majorities in the House and
Senate as voters sour on Biden's
leadership amid surging infla-

tion, crime concerns and wide-
spread pessimism about the
direction of the country.
History suggests that
Democrats, as the party in
power, will suffer significant
losses in the midterms.

Trump peeked ahead
toward Florida as he cam-
paigned in Pennsylvania, slap-
ping at the state's Republican
governor, Ron DeSantis. After
displaying recent presidential
poll numbers on the big
screens, Trump called DeSantis,
a potential 2024 GOP rival,
“Ron DeSanctimonious.”

Trump's weekend travels
were part of a late blitz that will
also take him to Ohio. He's
hoping a strong GOP showing
on Tuesday will generate
momentum for the 2024 run
that he's expected to launch in
the days or weeks after polls
close.

Over and over on Saturday,
Trump falsely claimed he lost
the 2020 election only because
Democrats cheated, while rais-
ing the possibility of election
fraud this coming week. In
part, because of such rhetoric,
federal intelligence agencies
have warned of the possibility
of political violence from far-
right extremists in the coming
days. 
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Adeadlock over filing an
FIR in connection with an

assassination attempt on Imran
Khan has deepened when the
former premier's party raised
questions over alle-ged police
reluctance to register their
complaint, while the police
denied having rec-e-ived any
application, according to a
media report on Sunday.

Khan, 70, suffered a bullet
injury in the right leg on
Thursday when two gunmen
fired a volley of bullets at him
and others mounting on a con-
tainer-mounted truck in the
Wazirabad area of Punjab
province, where he was leading
a protest march against the
Shehbaz Sharif government.

Khan, the chairman of the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
party, alleged that Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif,

Interior Minister Rana
Sanaullah and Major General
Faisal Naseer were part of a sin-
ister plot to assassinate him in
the same way former Punjab
governor Salman Taseer was
killed in 2011 by a religious
extremist.

He also said that an FIR
was not being registered as
some people were afraid of
(some names).

The deadlock stemmed
from Khan's insistence on

naming the Army officer in the
FIR.

The controversy deepened
on Saturday when Khan's party
raised questions over alle-ged
police reluctance to register
their complaint, the Dawn
newspaper reported. 

While the Punjab Police
took into custody at least three
suspects linked to the shooting,
they denied having received
any application from the PTI
for an FIR. 

On the other hand, Khan's
nephew Advocate Hassaan
Niazi told Dawn they had sub-
mitted the application at the
police station, but the person-
nel did not provide them with
any receipt for the same.

He said they “left the
application on the table” and
came back. Later, he tweeted,
“SHO Wazirabad and DPO
Wazirabad refuse to even take
the application. 48 hours gone.

Police refusing to take appli-
cations. Telling applicant
Zubair Niazi (PTI Lahore
General Secretary) to take out
that ONE name. They say the
crime minister's name is fine.”

Amid the deadlock
between Punjab's ruling coali-
tion partners — PTI and the
Pakistan Muslim League
(Quaid e Azam Group) —
over the issue, there were
rumours that the provincial
government was going to trans-
fer Inspector General of Police
(IGP) Faisal Shahkar. 

A PTI worker died and 14
others, including Khan, were
injured in the attack.

PTI Vice Chairman and
former foreign minister Shah
Mahmood Qureshi alleged it
seemed the hands of some
officials were tied and there was
some kind of pressure on them
not to entertain their applica-
tion for the Wazirabad attack.
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The Democratic Party's most
powerful voices warned

Saturday that abortion, Social
Security and democracy itself
are at risk as they labored to
overcome fierce political head-
winds — and an ill-timed mis-
step from President Joe Biden
— over the final weekend of the
2022 midterm elections.

“Sulking and moping is
not an option,” former
President Barack Obama told
several hundred voters on a
blustery day in Pittsburgh. “On
Tuesday, let's make sure our
country doesn't get set back 50
years."

Later in the day, Biden
shared the stage with Obama in
Philadelphia, the former run-
ning mates campaigning
together for the first time since
Biden took office. In neigh-
boring New York, even former
President Bill Clinton, largely
absent from national politics in
recent years, was out defending
his party.

The trio of Democrats were
the first presidents, but not last,
to speak out on Saturday as vot-
ers across America decide con-
trol of Congress and key state-

houses. Former President
Donald Trump finished the day
at a rally in working-class
southwestern Pennsylvania,
describing the election in apoc-
alyptic terms. 

“If you want to stop the
destruction of our country and
save the American dream, then
on Tuesday you must vote
Republican in a giant red wave,”
Trump told thousands of
cheering supporters, describing
the United States as “a country
in decline."

Biden, Trump, Obama and
Clinton — four of the six liv-
ing presidents — focused on
Northeastern battlegrounds on
Saturday, but their words

echoed across the country as
the parties sent out their best
to deliver a critical closing
argument. Polls across America
will close on Tuesday, but more
than 36 million people have
already voted.

Not everyone, it seemed,
was on message Saturday. 

Even before arriving in
Pennsylvania, Biden was deal-
ing with a fresh political mess
after upsetting some in his
party for promoting plans to
shut down fossil fuel plants in
favor of green energy. While he
made the comments in
California the day before, the
fossil fuel industry is a major
employer in Pennsylvania.

WORLD IN CRISIS A GRIM
BACKDROP FOR UN CLIMATE TALKS
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The Palestinian Health Ministry said
Saturday that Israeli forces shot and

killed a young man in the occupied West
Bank.

The ministry said Musab Nofal, 18,
was hit with a bullet in the chest and died
at hospital in the city of Ramallah. Another
Palestinian was also seriously wounded.

The Israeli military said Nofal and the
second Palestinian were hurling stones at
Israeli vehicles traveling on a West Bank
road near Silwad, northeast of Ramallah,
damaging several cars. Soldiers aimed live
fire toward the rock throwers, it added.

The violence was the latest in a wave
of Israeli-Palestinian fighting in the West
Bank and east Jerusalem that has killed
more than 130 Palestinians this year, mak-

ing 2022 the deadliest since the U.N.
Started tracking fatalities in 2005.

The violence came as a political shift
is underway in Israel after national elec-
tions, with former longtime Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu set to
return to power in a coalition government
made up of far-right allies, including the
extremist lawmaker Itamar Ben-Gvir,
who in response to the incidents said Israel
would soon take a tougher approach to
attackers.

Israel captured the West Bank in the
1967 Mideast war, and has since main-
tained a military occupation over the ter-
ritory and settled more than 500,000 peo-
ple there. The Palestinians want the ter-
ritory, along with the West Bank and east
Jerusalem, for their hoped-for independent
state.
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Young climate activists from
African nations have high

demands but low expectations
for the U.N. climate conference
which begins Sunday in the
Egyptian coastal resort of
Sharm el-Sheikh.

Observers and organizers
of the COP27 summit have
made much of its location,
branding the conference as an
"African COP" where the posi-
tions of African countries on
issues like finance for adapting
to climate change or moving to
renewable energy sources will
be central to the talks.

Activists hope that's true.
"For COP27 to be the

'African COP', the needs, voic-
es, and priorities of the African
people need to be reflected in
the outcome of the negotia-
tions," Kenyan climate activist
Elizabeth Wathuti told The
Associated Press. 

"COP27 is a chance to
bring justice to the most
impacted countries through
global solidarity and coopera-
tion."
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The Government, which has
allowed export of 6 million

tonne of sugar till May 31 of the
ongoing 2022-23 season, on
Sunday said it could consider
allowing more export after
periodic assessment of the
domestic production.

A food ministry notifica-
tion issued on November 5 said
export quota of 6 million tonne
has been permitted from
November 1 till May 31, 2023
with an option for millers to
export on their own or through
exporters or swap with domes-
tic sale quota.

In a statement issued on
Sunday, the ministry said the
export quota has been fixed
based on the available initial
estimates of sugarcane pro-
duction in the country.

“The sugarcane produc-
tion in the country will be
reviewed periodically and
based on the latest available
estimates, the quantity of sugar
exports to be allowed could be
reconsidered,” the ministry
said.

Mills have been asked to
export allocated sugar quota
speedily to make early payment
to cane farmers, it said.

Mill-wise sugar export
quota has been fixed for the
current season (October-
September) based on average
production of sugar mills in last
three years and average sugar
production in the country in

the same period, it said.
Further, to expedite sugar

exports and to ensure flexibil-
ity to sugar mills in execution
of the export quota, mills are
allowed to surrender the quota
partially or fully within 60
days of the date of issue of order
or they can swap the export
quota with domestic quota
within 60 days.

“This system would ensure
lesser burden on the logistics
system of the country as the
swapping system would reduce
the need to transport the sugar
from distant locations to the
ports for exports and move-
ment of sugar across the length
and breadth of the country for
domestic consumption,” the
ministry said.

Further, swapping would
also ensure liquidation of sugar
stocks of all mills. Mills which
are not able to export could
swap their export quota with
domestic quota of sugar mills
which are able to export more,
mainly due to their vicinity to

ports, it said.
At the end of 2022-23 sea-

son, it is expected that most
sugar mills will be able to sell
their production either in
domestic market or in inter-
national market through
exports and will clear the cane
dues of farmers in time.

“Thus, the policy has cre-
ated a win-win situation for
sugar mills in the country,” the
ministry added.

In the ongoing 2022-23
season, the ministry said sugar
availability for domestic con-
sumption would be 27.5 mil-
lion tonne, while 5 million
tonne of sugar would go for
ethanol making and the closing
balance would be about 5 mil-
lion tonne at end of the season.

The sugar production in
2022-23 season has already
commenced in Maharashtra
and Karnataka from October
onwards, whereas in Uttar
Pradesh and rest of the cane
growing states it would kick off
in a week’s time.
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Ola Electric will touch
cumulative production of

10 lakh units by November
2023, according to a new set of
numbers shared by its founder
and CEO Bhavish Aggarwal.

Earlier the company had
said it has the current capaci-
ty of 20 lakh units per annum
at its factory and it would be
exhausted in the next six to
eight months.

“Our cumulative produc-
tion numbers: Dec 2021: 0; Nov
2022: 1,00,000; Nov 2023:
10,00,000; Nov 2024:
1,00,00,000.. This is the journey
to #EndICEAge by 2025,”
Aggarwal said in a tweet on
Friday. 
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Public sector Indian
Overseas Bank has record-

ed a 33.2 per cent jump in its
net profit for the second quar-
ter ending September 30, 2022
at �501 crore, the bank said on
Sunday.

The city-headquartered
bank registered net profit at
�376 crore during the corre-
sponding period last year.

For the half year ending
September 30, 2022 the net
profit surged to �893 crore
from �703 crore last year.

The total income during
the quarter ending September
30, 2022 went up to �5,852.45
crore from �5,028 crore record-
ed as on June 30, 2022. The
total business stood at
�4,34,441 crore as against
�4,23,589 crore.

The deposits grew to
�2,61,728 crore from �2,60,045
crore. The net non-performing
assets (NPA) ratio stood at 2.56
per cent as on September 30,
2022 when compared to 2.77
per cent registered as on
September 30, 2021, the bank
said. During the quarter under
review, the gross NPA reduced
by �43 crore. “GNPA (gross
NPA) ratios improved to 8.53
per cent (as on September
30,2022) from 10.66 per cent as
on June 30, 2022”, the bank
said.
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Currency with the public has
jumped to a new high of

�30.88 lakh crore as of October
21, illustrating that cash usage
is still robust even six years after
the demonetisation move.

At �30.88 lakh crore, the
currency with the public is
71.84 per cent higher than the
level for the fortnight ended
November 4, 2016. On
November 8, 2016, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi had
announced the decision to
withdraw �500 and �1,000
denomination notes with the
ultimate aim of reducing cor-
ruption and black money in the
economy. 

The intent of the move,
which was criticised by many
experts for poor planning and
execution, was to make India a
“less cash” economy.

As per the fortnightly
data on money supply released
by the RBI on Friday, the cur-
rency with the public increased
to �30.88 lakh crore as on
October 21. The central bank
data for Reserve Money had
put the currency in circulation
at �17.7 lakh crore on
November 4, 2016.

Currency with public
refers to notes and coins used
by people to transact, settle
trades, and for buying goods
and services. The figure is
arrived at after deducting cash
with banks from the currency
in circulation.

Cash usage has been
steadily rising in the economy,
even as newer and far conve-
nient digital alternatives of

payments have become popu-
lar. The Covid-19 pandemic,
which laid an emphasis on
contactless transactions, also
gave a fillip to such digital
modes. A 2019 RBI study on
digital payments had partly
addressed the issue.

“Although digital pay-
ments have been growing grad-
ually in recent years, both in
value and volume terms across
countries, data also suggests
that during the same time,
currency in circulation to GDP
ratio has also increased in con-
sonance with the overall eco-
nomic growth,” it had said. 

“... An increase in digital
payments to GDP ratio over a
period of time does not seem

to automatically imply a fall in
the currency to GDP ratio of
the country,” it had added. 

It had said that after
demonetisation, India has wit-
nessed a significant increase in
digital transactions, although
the digital payments to GDP
ratio in the country has been
traditionally low. 

In a recent note, econo-
mists at SBI had said the cur-
rency in circulation (CIC)
declined by �7,600 crore in the
Diwali week, which was the
first such decline in nearly
two decades if one were to
exclude the 2009 festivities,
which saw a marginal dip due
to the global financial 
crisis. 
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Vodafone Idea (VIL) on
Sunday said it has rolled

out 300 new-format ‘Vi Shops’
across multiple towns in
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu,
Kerala, West Bengal and UP
West, in line with its expansion
blueprint to digitally connect
the rural population.

VIL plans to further
strengthen its local presence
and enhance engagement with
mobile users by expanding its
retail footprint to cover more
rural markets in the coming
months.

“To ramp up its retail foot-
print at the sub district level, Vi
has rolled out 300 new format
‘Vi Shops’ across multiple
towns in Maharashtra, Tamil
Nadu, Kerala, West Bengal and
UP West,” the company said in
a statement.

Customers in Indapur,
Maharashtra; Hapur in
Western UP; Basirhat in West
Bengal; Usilampatti in Tamil
Nadu; Payyoli in Kerala; and
hundreds of other such towns
will have access to quick, face-
to-face service along with a
range of differentiated products
and offerings, it added.
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Seven of the top-10 most
valued firms together added

�1,33,707.42 crore in market
valuation last week amid an
overall positive trend in equi-
ties, with Reliance Industries
emerging as the biggest winner.

Last week, the BSE bench-
mark jumped 990.51 points or
1.65 per cent.

Reliance Industries, Tata
Consultancy Services (TCS),
HDFC Bank, Infosys, State
Bank of India, HDFC and ITC
were among the gainers, while
ICICI Bank, Hindustan
Unilever Limited and Bharti
Airtel faced erosion from their
market valuation.

The market capitalisation
(mcap) of Reliance Industries
jumped �44,956.5 crore to
�17,53,888.92 crore. HDFC
Bank added �22,139.15 crore
taking its valuation to
�8,34,517.67 crore.

The market valuation of
State Bank of India rallied
�20,526.61 crore to
�5,29,898.82 crore and that of
TCS climbed �19,521.04 crore
to �11,76,860.69 crore.

HDFC’s mcap advanced
�16,156.04 crore to
�4,52,396.31 crore and that of
ITC spurted by �9,861.07 crore
to �4,38,538.73 crore. The val-
uation of Infosys gained
�547.01 crore to �6,37,023.14
crore. In contrast, the mcap of
ICICI Bank declined by
�1,518.27 crore to �6,31,314.49
crore and that of Hindustan
Unilever fell by �1,186.55 crore
to �5,92,132.24 crore.
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Singapore-based the Alliance
to End Plastic Waste

(AEPW), which is working
across the globe, has said that
India is a priority country for
them and the AEPW is imple-
menting 11 projects in the
country, which are in various
stages of implementation.

“Twenty percent of our
projects are in India, which are
being implemented in part-
nership with various urban
local bodies in public private
partnership mode,” AEPW
President and CEO Jacob Duer,
who was in India to visit and
meet its allies and partners,
said, adding that this includes
projects in iconic cities like
Agra and Haridwar which are

being implemented together
with local municipal corpora-
tions.

The aim of these projects is
to divert more than 25,000
tonnes per year of plastic waste
from the environment and
recycle up to 25,000 tonnes per
year, said Duer, adding that
plastic waste management is a
critical issue for a country like
India which is estimating to be
generating 9.4 million tonnes of
plastic waste annually. 

“40 percent that plastic
waste (generated by India
annually) is currently estimat-
ed as being 
unmanaged. 

And by unmanaged, that
means that it ends up in the
environment, can end up in
rivers and oceans, ends up in

open dump sites or it can even
be burned. All that plastic has
a significant value. 

Through the AEPW, we are
working to support efforts at
the community level, at the
municipality level to put in
place infrastructure solutions
for plastic waste,” he 
said.

The projects of AEPW are
located in several Indian cities
including Agra, Kolkata,
Sundarbans Haridwar,
Rishikesh, Puducherry etc. and
are focusing on enhancing
plastic waste management
capabilities, including setting
up of material recovery centres,
waste collection and sorting,
enhance opportunities for recy-
cling and behavioural change
programmes.
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State Bank of India has
become the country’s most

profitable corporate with
�14,752 crore of consolidated
net income in the second quar-
ter of FY23, beating Reliance
Industries having net earnings
of �13,656 crore.

On a standalone basis too,
with �13,256 crore of net prof-
it, the nation’s largest lender has
beaten the Mukesh Ambani
firm which remained the most
profitable corporate for
decades, by a wider margin as
Reliance took a hit of �4,039
crore in windfall tax on its
exports during the quarter.

The net income of
Reliance includes �4,729 crore
from Jio Platforms and �4,404
crore from the retail business,
both pre-tax earnings, which
was marginally down from Rs
13,680 crore in the year-ago
period. 

On the other hand, SBI’s

standalone net soared 74 per
cent to �13,256 crore in the
July-September quarter, mak-
ing this the best-ever quarter-
ly numbers for the bank and
beating all other usually more
profitable companies by a
wider margin.

SBI chairman Dinesh
Kumar Khara said had the
bank booked treasury profits in
the quarter, net income would
have been much higher. He did
not quantify by how much,
though.

Unlike all other banks, the
chairman said the bank has had
notional gains on its treasury
investments, which has a �2.85-

lakh-crore of additional expo-
sure than the mandated 19 per
cent in SLR or statutory liq-
uidity ratio. The Reserve Bank
mandates all banks to invest 19
per cent of their total deposits
in central government securi-
ties. SBI consolidated net
soared 66 per cent during the
period under review, which was
only �8,890 crore in the year-
ago period. Total income of the
SBI group also rose to
�1,14,782 crore in the quarter
from �1,01,143.26 crore in the
year-ago period.

On a first half basis, how-
ever, Reliance continues to be
the most profitable firm with
�31,611 crore in net as against
SBI’s �22,077 crore. Similarly,
on an income basis too,
Reliance leads with total rev-
enue of �253,497 crore (tradi-
tionally Indian Oil and ONGC
are the largest in terms of top-
line), as against SBI’s �1,14,782
crore for the period under
review.
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The Insurance Regulatory
and Development

Authority of India (IRDAI)
has suggested the government
to ease the minimum capital
requirement of  �100 crore and
permit the regulator to fix the
amount depending upon busi-
ness plans of the prospective
company.

Doing away with the min-
imum capital requirement of Rs
100 crore would allow entry of
small, specialised and niche
players, which would help in
increased insurance penetration
and density in the country.

“Like in the banking sys-
tem, we have microfinance
institutions, regional banks,

and small finance banks. So, we
have all categories of banks
then there are non-banking
financial companies. In the
insurance sector also, we
should have different size play-
ers to come into the market so
that they can operate in small-
er geographies,” IRDAI
Chairman Debasish Panda told
PTI in an interview.

Entry of smaller and spe-
cialised players would help in
increasing insurance penetra-
tion and density, he said.
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Tata Steel has spent less than
half of the capex planned

for ongoing 2022-23 fiscal year,
its CEO T V Narendran said.

The company had planned
�12,000 crore of capex for the
year, of which about �8,500
crore was for India and the bal-
ance for Europe.

“We have spent a little less
of the 50 per cent (of the
planned capex) till now,”
Narendran told PTI in reply to
a question related to capital
expenditure plan for FY23.

For September quarter,
Tata Steel reported 90 per cent
drop in consolidated net prof-
it to �1,297 crore as against
�12,547.70 crore in the year-
ago period.

In India, Tata Steel
acquired Odisha-based steel
maker Neelachal Ispat Nigam
Ltd (NINL) for �12,000 crore
in a bidding process in 
July.

In the UK, the company is
seeking 1.5 billion pounds
from the UK government to
execute its decarbonisation
plans. 
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Maruti Suzuki India (MSI)
may increase its Manesar

plant production capacity by
one lakh units to cater to the
enhanced demand before its
Sonipat facility commences
operations in 2025, a senior
company official said.

The country’s largest car-
maker may also look at
expanding production capaci-
ty at its Gurugram-based man-
ufacturing facility to cater to
the rising demand for its prod-
ucts.

Currently, MSI has a
cumulative production capac-

ity of 15 lakh units per annum
at both Manesar and
Gurugram plants. It addition-
ally has access to 7.5 lakh units
from parent Suzuki Motor’s
facility in Gujarat.

The company has already
commenced work at the new
facility in Kharkhoda in
Haryana. The plant is expect-
ed to be operational by 2025
with an installed production

capacity of 2.5 lakh units in the
first phase.

“As of now, we have about
22.5 lakh capacity in Haryana
plus Gujarat...And in times to
come, we are in process of
working on the Kharkhoda
plant, which will be up and
running in the year 2025.

“And if required, I think
most likely we might have to
add about one lakh capacity on
a short-term basis in Manesar
to meet intermediate demand,”
MSI Executive Director
(Corporate Planning and
Government Affairs) Rahul
Bharti said in an analyst 
call.
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An Indian firm is planning to
ferry tourists near space in

a spaceship attached to a unique
high-altitude balloon system by
2025.

Inspired by Elon Musk’s
SpaceX, the Mumbai-based
Space Aura Aerospace
Technology Pvt Ltd company
has begun to build a space cap-
sule measuring 10 feet x 8 feet,
which can carry six tourists
besides the pilot into space at a
time. However, the space capsule
will remain within 35 km radius
above the earth.

The company presented a
prototype of the space capsule
named SKAP 1 at a science exhi-
bition ‘Akash Tatva’ here, which
got great response from scien-
tists and common people alike.

The firm has set itself a
target of 2025 for beginning its
flight into space, Space Aura
founder and CEO Akash
Porwal told PTI.

Two places have been
identified in Karnataka and
Madhya Pradesh, from where
the flight into space can be
launched, and a decision in
this regard will be taken soon,
he said. The company is busy
trying to achieve its target
with the help of scientists
from ISRO and TIFR, Porwal
said.

Equipped with all mod-
ern facilities, life saving and
information systems, the
space capsule will be pro-
pelled by a balloon filled with
helium or hydrogen gas up to
30 to 35 kilometre above the
sea level, where space tourists

can witness the earth’s curva-
ture and the blackness of space
for around 1 hour, he said.

The space balloon will
slowly be deflated and a para-
chute will be unpacked to bring
down the spaceship. At a def-
inite point the space balloon
will be detached from the space
capsule and the tourists will be
brought down safely.

“Our objective is to attract
space tourists to India by pre-
senting to them a mix of space
tourism and Indian culture,”
Porwal said.

“In comparison to Space X
and Blue Origin, our company
will help space tourists go to
space at a much lower cost,” he
said. Though the fare for a
flight in the spaceship has not
been decided, it is likely to be
nearly �50 lakh. 
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Arsenal moved back to the
top of the Premier League
as Gabriel Magalhaes

sealed a gritty 1-0 win against
Chelsea after Pierre-Emerick
Aubameyang's revenge mission
fell flat on Sunday.

Mikel Arteta's side made it
11 wins from 13 league games
thanks to a close-range finish
from Brazilian defender Gabriel
in the second half at Stamford
Bridge.

The Gunners are two points
clear of second-placed
Manchester City after the cham-
pions briefly took pole position
with a win against Fulham on
Saturday.

With only one round of
games remaining before the
World Cup brings the Premier
League to a halt, Arsenal have
emerged as genuine contenders
to end City's grip on the tite.

After beating Tottenham
and Liverpool at home earlier
this season, winning in west
London was another signifi-
cant statement from Arsenal as
their unexpected challenge gath-
ers pace.

This was an even sweeter
victory than their other land-
mark successes this term as it
came at the expense of former
Arsenal star Aubameyang.

Aubameyang was anony-
mous in his first meeting with
his old team since he was
stripped of the captaincy and
sold to Barcelona in January
after Arteta lost patience with
the Gabon forward's repeated
disciplinary issues.

Exiling Aubameyang has
proved an inspired move by
Arteta as Arsenal look a far more
unified and determined group
without the sulking striker.

Booed by the travelling
Arsenal fans, Aubameyang was
so underwhelming that it might

not be long before he becomes
unwelcome at Chelsea as well.

Chelsea boss Graham Potter
might also be feeling the heat
soon after his side's winless
league run extended to four
games with a second successive
top-flight defeat, prompting
jeers from Blues fans at full-time.

Seventh-placed Chelsea
lacked Arsenal's urgency and
now trail the leaders by 13
points, with even a top four fin-
ish far from certain.

Arsenal have not won the
title since Arsene Wenger's
Invincibles in 2004, but no
Gunners team has amassed
more points at this stage in the
Premier League era.

Facing the latest test of their
title credentials, Arteta's men
were quickly into their stride,
probing the Chelsea defence
with authority and intent.

Aubameyang struggled to
make any impact and lost his
cool with a reckless lunging foul
on White that earned a booking
from Michael Oliver.

Gabriel Martinelli was a
constant threat and his floated
cross picked out the unmarked
Jesus, whose face was a picture
of frustration after his diving
header missed the target from
just six yards.

Having managed just four
touches in the first half,
Aubameyang finally had a sight
of goal after William Saliba's
miskick but the Arsenal defend-
er recovered to block the shot.

Chelsea's defending was
woeful as Saka's delivery was
missed by three Chelsea players
before Gabriel reacted fastest to
poke home on the goal-line.

The sight of Aubameyang
being substituted moments after
Gabriel's goal only added to the
glee among the Arsenal fans
crammed into one corner of the
Shed End as they start to dream
of title glory.
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Gerard Pique played his last
game at Camp Nou on

Saturday in Barcelona's 2-0
win over Almeria and told
fans he would be back in the
future during an emotional
speech.

The 35-year-old centre-
back, who has won 30 trophies
with the club, including three
Champions League titles and
eight La Ligas, will retire from
football after Tuesday's visit to
Osasuna.

Pique, who was cheered by
fans throughout the game after
more than 14 years in
Barcelona's first-team squad,
enjoyed a lap of honour at the
end of the game and was tossed
into the air by his team-mates,
as over 92,000 fans stayed in
Camp Nou to pay homage to
him.

"Thanks to my team-mates,
the staff and everyone who
helps us to make everything so
easy," Pique said in a speech to
the supporters after the game.

"To the board as well, for
these years. When you get
older, sometimes loving is let-
ting go.

"After a relationship of
such love and passion, I think
it was the moment to leave
some space, to give some air. I
am sure in the future I will be
back here again.

"It's not a goodbye. I left
after 17 years to get some air.
My grandfather made me a
club member. I was born here
and I will die here."

Pique, who won the 2010
World Cup and 2012 Euros
with Spain, shed tears during
his speech, and also kicked a
ball around on the pitch with
his children as fans finally
departed.

When he was replaced in
the final stages of the game,
each of his team-mates
embraced him on the pitch one
by one, as fans chanted his
name. Ousmane Dembele and
Frenkie de Jong's strikes earned
Barcelona a victory which put
them top of the league.
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Novak Djokovic needed a
third set tiebreak to squeeze

past world number five Stefanos
Tsitsipas 6-2, 3-6, 7-6 (7/4) on
Saturday and reach the final of
the Paris Masters.

The Serbian will face Danish
teenager Holger Rune who ear-
lier beat in-form Felix Auger-
Aliassime 6-4, 6-2 to reach a first
Masters final.

"It's very sweet, obviously,
when you win matches like this
against one of the best players in
the world," said Djokovic, who
is bidding for a record-extend-
ing seventh Paris crown and
39th Masters triumph.

An eighth successive win
over the Greek, extended the
Serbian's overall winning streak
to 13 matches.

Djokovic had the chance to
take charge of the third set
when he had two break points
at 4-4. He was unable to convert

either and the match went to the
tiebreak.

After falling behind in a
mini-break, Djokovic took the

final four points to win the
match after two hours 20 min-
utes on court.

"I thought I started the

match very well, again, great hit-
ting like yesterday in the quar-
ters," said Djokovic.

"I had chances early on in
the second, I didn't break his
serve. The momentum shifted,
the crowd got into it. I think he
elevated his level of tennis.

"Deservedly so, we went
into — both of us — into an
even battle all the way until the
last point, until the last shot.
Some incredible points towards
the end. I'm just really glad to
overcome this challenge."

In spite of the defeat,
Tsitsipas can still finish the year
as world number one if he wins
the ATP Finals following Carlos
Alcaraz's decision to skip the
Turin tournament because of the
abdominal tear that forced him
to retire from his quarter-finals
against Rune.
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Caroline Garcia rallied from
a set down to beat Daria

Kasatkina 4-6, 6-1, 7-6 (7/5) on
Saturday in a winner-take-all
clash that sent the French
player into the WTA Finals
knockout phase.

The clash for the last semi-
final berth was tense and
action-packed, Garcia shaking
off the frustration of the first

set then holding on in the
tightly contested third to line
up a meeting with fifth-ranked
Greek Maria Sakkari.

Round robin play con-
cluded with world number one
Iga Swiatek, already assured of
her semi-final berth, defeating
American teenager Coco
Gauff 6-3, 6-0, who was elim-
inated from semi-final con-
tention on Thursday.

Swiatek, winner of the
French Open and US Open
this year, will face seventh-
ranked Aryna Sabalenka in the
semis at Dickies Arena.
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Two-time Commonwealth
Games Bronze medallist

Mohammad Hussamuddin
progressed to the semifinals as
India's medal count continued
to swell at the ASBC Asian Elite
Boxing Championships in
Amman, Jordan on Sunday.

Up against South Korea's
Haengseok Lee in the quarter-
final bout, Hussamuddin
(57kg) fell behind early with his
rival landing clean punches in
the opening round.

With the prospects of an
upset looming,
Commonwealth Bronze
medallist Hussamuddin
utilised his experience to make
a comeback. He went all out in
the next two rounds to domi-
nate his way to a 5-0 win and
guarantee yet another medal

for India.
Hussamuddin will face the

2021 World Championships
Silver medallist Serik Temirzha
in his semifinals bout on
November 10.

In the other quarterfinal,
Thailand Open Gold medallist
Ananta Chopade (54kg) bowed
out of the competition after suf-
fering a 0-4 loss to Seidekmatov
Sanzhai of Kyrgyzstan.

On Saturday night,
Anikushita Boro (56kg) and
Lovlina Borgohain (75 kg) pre-
vailed over Tsubata Arsia of
Japan and Valentina Khalzova
of Kazakhstan, respectively, to
progress to the semifinals.

Olympic Bronze medallist
Lovlina, who was contesting in
the 75kg weight category for
the first time at an internation-
al tournament, had to work
hard to earn a 3-2 split decision
victory against the 2016 world
champion Khalzova.

The Assam boxer, who
won the bronze medal in 69kg
at the Tokyo Olympics, has
moved up to 75kg division as
her former weight class does-
n't feature in the Paris
Olympics. However, it was the
end of the road for Pooja
(70kg), who suffered a 0-5
defeat at the hands of
Kazakhstan's Dariga
Shakimova in her last eight
bout.

Earlier on Saturday, debu-
tants Minakshi (52kg) and
Preeti (57kg) and world cham-
pionships Bronze medallist
Parveen had sealed semifinal
berths.
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Paralympic champion
Pramod Bhagat and

promising Manisha Ramadass
emerged champions as India
finished with a total of 16
medals at the BWF Para
Badminton World
Championships here on
Sunday.

Taking the court first,
Bhagat defended his men's
singles SL3 title in style as he
defeated compatriot Nitesh
Kumar 21-19, 21-19 in 53
minutes to clinch the Gold
medal.

Bhagat now has 11 medals,
including six Gold, two Silver
and three Bronze medals in the
world championships. He has
the distinction of reaching the
finals in all the editions, bar-
ring 2007 and 2017 World
Championships.

For Ramadass, it was a
dream come true moment as
she beat local star Mamiko
Toyoda 21-15, 21-15 in
women's singles SU5 finals.

Having started playing
senior international only in
March this year, it was definite-
ly a milestone for the 17-year-
old from Chennai, who stayed
dominant throughout the
match.

However, Bhagat and
Manoj Sarkar had to settle for
Silver in the men's doubles
SL3-SL4 event after the duo
squandered a game advantage
to lose to Indonesia's Hikmat
Ramdani and Ukun Rukaendi
21-14, 18-21, 13-21.
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Olivier Giroud spared AC Milan the embar-
rassment of having their Serie A title

defence damaged by Paolo Maldini's son on
Saturday with a stunning late volley which earned
his team a 2-1 win over Spezia.

Milan moved up to second, six points
behind league leaders Napoli, after substitute
Giroud crashed in a superb finish from Sandro
Tonali's cross in the 89th minute just as it looked
like Daniel Maldini had left them trailing even
further behind.

In the bedlam that followed his winner vet-
eran striker Giroud, 36, was sent off as he ripped
his shirt off in celebration and was given a sec-
ond booking.

France international Giroud was on a high
as he scored twice and set up two more on
Wednesday, when Milan moved into the
Champions League last 16 for the first time in
nine years, and has now scored nine goals in all
competitions.

"It was a great goal but it was a brilliant pass

from Sandro," said Giroud to Sky Sport Italia.
"I'm annoyed because I forgot (about the first

yellow card), but it is what it is."
On loan at Spezia from Milan, Daniel

Maldini curled in a superb leveller just before the
hour mark to stun the 70,000 fans present to
watch what was expected to be a simple win for
the champions, especially after Theo Hernandez
had poked the hosts ahead in the 21st minute.

The strike from 21-year-old midfielder
Maldini, whose only other senior career goal
came against Spezia for Milan last season,
would have left Stefano Pioli's side eight points
off the pace had Giroud not stepped in with
another huge goal.

"He's a great player and he needs to get
games. We're waiting for him to come back here
as soon as he can," Theo Hernandez said of
Maldini to Sky Sport Italia.

A draw with 17th-placed Spezia would have
been a big blow for Milan as Napoli went eight
points clear earlier on Saturday by beating
Atalanta 2-1 in Bergamo as they hunt a first
Scudetto since 1990.

%=�571��#106#�=5#10=� >/�

���� *+
	)

Paris Saint-Germain need-
ed a late goal from defend-

er Danilo Pereira on Sunday
to scrape a 2-1 win at Lorient
and restore its five-point lead
at the top of the French
league.

Pereira headed home
Neymar's corner in the 81st
minute as unbeaten PSG
maintained its comfortable
gap over second-place Lens.

Lionel Messi was rested
for the game because of some
inflammation in his Achilles
tendon. The Argentina star,

who will look to win the
World Cup for the first time
in his stellar career, is expect-
ed to resume training next
week.

Messi was replaced in
attack by 20-year-old Hugo
Ekitike, who marked a rare
start by setting up Neymar's
opening goal after nine min-
utes. Neymar's 11th league
goal moved him level with
teammate Kylian Mbappe
atop the scoring charts.

Fourth-place Lorient
equalised in the 53rd through
club top scorer Terem Moffi's
ninth goal of the campaign.

Midfielder Enzo Le Fee
sent the Nigeria striker run-
ning clear, veteran central
defender Sergio Ramos didn't
cover him and Moffi fired past
goalkeeper Donnarumma.

Moffi hit the crossbar
shortly after as Lorient got on
top, but then failed to pick up
Pereira from Neymar's corner.
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Star shuttler Kidambi
Srikanth and women's dou-

bles pair of Tressa Jolly and
Gayatri Gopichand lost their
respective semifinal matches
in contrasting fashion to end
India's challenge at the Hylo
Open Super 300 tournament
here.

Srikanth, 2021 World
championship bronze medal-
list who eliminated world No.
7 Jonatan Christie in the quar-
terfinals, looked inconsistent
and went down to world No.
6 Anthony Ginting of
Indonesia 18-21, 15-21 in a

match that lasted 38 minutes
on Saturday night.

Earlier in the day, the
doubles duo of Tressa and
Gayatri conceded a 18-15 lead
in the decider to lose to eighth
seed Thai sisters, Benyapa
Aimsaard and Nuntakarn
Aimsaard 21-17, 14-21, 18-21
in a gruelling contest lasting
more than an hour.
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Suryakumar Yadav reaffirmed
his status as a short-format
magician with another magnif-

icent effort as India crushed
Zimbabwe by 71 runs here on
Sunday to set up a T20 World Cup
semifinal date with the mighty
England.

Surya, who has matched the
peerless Virat Kohli stroke-for-
stroke in this World Cup, smashed
an unbeaten 61 off 25 balls in
India's imposing total of 186 for 5.

Zimbabwe's batting depth was
never enough to surpass that score
and they were shot out for 115 in
17.2 overs with Ravichandran
Ashwin (3/22) enjoying a good day
at the office.

Save Axar Patel, who leaked 40
runs in 3.2 overs, all the other Indian
bowlers were on target in one of the
most lopsided games of this global
event.

Hardik Pandya and
Mohammed Shami took two wick-
ets apiece while Arshdeep Singh and
Bhuvneshwar Kumar shared a wick-
et each.

India finished on top of group
2 and will now play their fourth T20
World Cup semifinal (after 2007,
2014, 2016) against Jos Buttler's
England in Adelaide on November
10.

If Kohli on October 23 lit up the
MCG with a knock for the ages,
November 6 resembled a rock-
concert where the length of Surya's
shadow grew with every passing
stroke.

Zimbabwe pacer Blessing
Muzarabani, after being hit for a
couple of boundaries, had the ball
slipped out of this hand on his run-
up stride. He was basically shaken
and nervous.

Indian cricket has seen a lot of
supple wrists but malleable ones
coupled with brute power are a rar-
ity. Surya is indeed a rare breed.

On Sunday, he reaffirmed his
status as world's number one T20
batter with the help of six fours and
four sixes.

The last five overs yielded as
many as 79 runs and bulk of them

were scored by the Mumbaikar.
The casual ramp shot to guide

left-armer Richard Ngarava's full-
toss behind third-man, the slog
sweep behind square using the
pace of the delivery or the imperi-
ous inside out loft over extra cover
of Tendai Chatara, Surya oozed class
with each and every shot.

But certainly, the unforgettable
ones were the last over slog sweeps
off Ngarava as Surya fetched the
deliveries outside the off-stump
and deposited them behind deep
fine leg.

If that was not enough, he fin-
ished with a six over fine leg.

Zimbabwe's slow bowlers –
left-arm spinners Wellington
Masakadza (0/12 in 2 overs),

Sikandar Raza (1/18 in 3 overs) and
Sean Williams (2/9 in 2 overs) did
a terrific job between overs 7 to 15
as they literally bottled up the peer-
less Virat Kohli (26 off 25 balls).

But Surya and Hardik Pandya
(18 off 18 balls) added 65 in just 5.5
overs to negate the good work
done by Craig Ervine's slow bowlers.

Blessing Muzarabani (0/50 in 4
overs), Ngarava (1/44 in 4 overs) and
Tendai Chatara (0/34 in 4 overs)
gave 138 runs in the 12 overs
between them.

The pull-shot, which over the
years brought a lot of laurels, con-
tributed to Rohit Sharma's (15)
downfall once again as he was
slightly late to launch into a short ball
from Muzarabani and was caught at

square leg boundary.
Kohli strode in purposefully

and the first delivery by Muzarabani
was clipped off his legs for a bound-
ary but the classic ‘hold your pose'
shot was a short-arm whip of spin-
ner Wellington Masakadza but did
get stuck against the Zimbabwean
spinners post Powerplay.

Veteran Williams finally got
him when the batter came too close
to the pitch of the delivery for a loft-
ed drive to be caught at at long-off.

Having played a maiden over
first up off Richard Ngarava, K L
Rahul (51 off 35) finally teed off with
a six behind square off the same
bowler and since then looked a dif-
ferent player till he completed his
second fifty of the competition.
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Sri Lanka cricketer Danushka
Gunathilaka, who was with the

national squad for the T20 World
Cup in Australia, was arrested on
charges of sexual assault here on
Sunday, prompting the Lankan
government to order an "immedi-
ate investigation" into the incident.

It has been learnt that the 31-
year-old Gunathilaka was arrest-
ed and taken to Sydney City
police station in the wee hours of
Sunday following an investigation
into alleged sexual assault of a
woman on November 2.

"Daushka Gunathilaka has
been arrested for an alleged rape.
The Sri Lankan team has left
Australia without him," a source
aware of the developments said.

The Sri Lankan team was
eliminated from the tournament
after losing to England on
Saturday.

In a statement, Sri Lanka
Cricket (SLC) said it will take strict
action against the player if found
guilty.

"In consultation with the
(International Cricket Council),
(we) will expeditiously initiate a
thorough inquiry into the matter
and take stern action against the
player if found guilty," the state-
ment said.

The Sri Lankan government
also reacted to the development,
asking SLC to conduct an imme-
diate investigation.

"We have asked for an imme-
diate investigation by SLC and
submit a report," Amal Harsha de
Silva, the top bureaucrat of the
country's sports ministry, told
reporters.

The left-handed batter played
against Namibia in the first round
match of the ongoing showpiece
and was out for a duck.

Later, he was ruled out of the

tournament due to an injury even
as the team qualified for the Super
12 stage. 

The Lankan team finished
fourth in Group 1.

The Sydney Morning Herald
reported that Gunathilaka and
the woman were in touch for a
number of days after connecting
via an online dating app.

The paper also reported that
the arrest was made from a Sydney
hotel before 1 am local time as the
Sri Lankan team was preparing to
leave the airport for a 6 am flight
back home.

New South Wales Police Child
Abuse and Sex Crimes Squad
Detective Superintendent Jayne
Doherty said the woman took
enough precautions before going
on a date with Gunathilaka.

According to details on the
website, a 29-year-old woman had
been sexually assaulted at a resi-
dence in Rose Bay earlier this

week.
The batter is no stranger to

controversies. In 2021, he was sus-
pended by the Sri Lanka cricket
board for one year after he
breached the team's bio-secure
bubble on the tour of England
alongside teammates Kusal
Mendis and Niroshan Dickwella.

The board had also handed
him a six-month ban in 2018 after
he had broken the team curfew. In
the same year, Gunathilaka was
also suspended after his unnamed
friend was accused of raping a
Norwegian women.

In 2017, the board had sus-
pended him for six limited overs
games after it  found about
Gunathilaka missing training ses-
sions and turning up for a game
without his cricket gear.

He has represented Sri Lanka
in eight Tests, 47 One Day
Internationals and 46 Twenty20
Internationals.
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Indian captain Rohit Sharma
on Sunday said his "dugout can

really be at ease" when
Suryakumar Kumar is in the mid-
dle playing astonishing shots.

Suryakumar reaffirmed his
status as the world's number one
T20 batter with another magnif-
icent effort on Sunday against
Zimbabwe.

"The dugout can really be at
ease when he bats, and he's shown
a lot of composure when he's bat-
ted. We expected this from him,
and he's gone from strength to
strength," Rohit said at the post-
match presentation ceremony.

"What SKY is doing for the
team is remarkable, just coming
out there, playing that way, taking
the pressure off the others. We
know his ability, and it allows the
guy at the other end to take his
time," Rohit added.

Zimbabwe's batting depth
was never enough to challenge the
Indian bowlers with Ravichandran
Ashwin (3/22) enjoying a good

day at the office. In fact, all the
other Indian bowlers were among
wickets in one of the most lop-
sided games of this global event.
"A very good all-round perfor-
mance, something we were look-
ing for. We had qualified, but we
wanted to come out and play the
way we wanted to play, which we
achieved."

Rohit said going into the
semifinals at the Adelaide Oval,
the key will be adjusting to the
conditions quickly.

"The key for us will be to
adjust quickly to the conditions.
We have played a game there, but
we need to adjust quickly. England
are a good team, and it will be a
great contest.

"We should take pride in
qualifying, firstly, and if we play
that semi-final well, we have
another big game as well. It's about
understanding the lines and
lengths - the square boundaries
are shorter - and executing well.

"The fans have been brilliant
all this while, almost everywhere
we have gone we've got a full

house, and we expect the same in
the semi-finals as well. On behalf
of the team I'd really like to thank
them."

While the cricket world might
be in awe of his game, Player of the
Match Suryakumar said he is not
trying anything different, and
only looks to execute what he does
at training in the match.

"I think the plan was very
clear when me and Hardik were
batting. He said let's take the pos-
itive route and see where we end
up. We started hitting the ball well
and never stopped till the 20th
over. The atmosphere in the team
is very nice, and the build-up to
the knockouts has been very nice.

"My plan is always clear. I'm
not trying anything different. I bat
the same way in the nets as well."

Asked about his performance
this year, Suryakumar said, "Feels
really good, but coming out and
starting from zero is what I always
think when I come out to bat, and
I'll keep doing that. It's good to see
people come out and support us
like this even after we've qualified."
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Pakistan defied all odds to
make a dramatic entry into

the T20 World Cup semifinals
with a clinical five-wicket win
over Bangladesh after being
handed a fresh lease of life by the
Netherlands, who stunned South
Africa here on Sunday.

Standing on the verge of an
early exit from the tournament
following defeats against India
and Zimbabwe in the Super 12
stage, Pakistan were handed a life-
line after the Netherlands shocked
South Africa by 13 runs at the
same venue earlier in the day.

Opting to bat, Bangladesh got
off to a rollicking start with
Najmul Hossain Shanto slam-
ming a counter-attacking 48-
ball 54 but lacked the final flour-
ish as Pakistan rode on pacer
Shaheen Afridi's career-best T20I
figures of 4 for 22 to restrict their
opponents to a paltry 127 for
eight.

It was not a straightforward
chase as Pakistan lost wickets at
regular intervals to find them-
selves in a tricky position before
Shan Masood held his nerves to
seal the win with 11 balls to spare.

Mohammad Haris played a
crucial 18-ball 31 in the middle
after Pakistan lost both their
openers -- Babar Azam (25) and
Mohammad Rizwan (32) in

quick succession.
With seven needed, Haris did

a harakiri and was dismissed by
Bangladesh captain Shakib Al

Hasan.
Pakistan lost one more wick-

et in the form of Iftikhar Ahmed
with just two required for win.
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Watching Suryakumar Yadav bat is
an inexhaustible joie de vivre and

India head coach Rahul Dravid believes
that he is staging a spectacle every time
he is on the 22 yards.

Each one better than the previous
one and unforgettable at times.

"I think he has been absolutely phe-
nomenal for us. He is just a joy to watch.
It's a pleasure to watch him bat when he's
in that kind of form. Every time, it's like
he puts on a show, without a doubt," said
Dravid.

SKY, as he is known in the cricket-
ing ecosystem, blasted 61 off 25 balls
against Zimbabwe.

"Yeah, it's incredible. That's why he
is the No. 1 T20 player in the world at
the moment," said the head coach about
the magnificent knock.

With 225 runs, he is the second high-
est scorer in the Indian team in this com-
petition. Only Virat Kohli (246) has
scored more than him, but, at 193.96,
Surya's strike rate has been absolutely jaw
dropping.

"It's not easy to be consistent with the
kind of strike rate he's going at. So, it's
just fantastic the way he's playing. I think
he's been very clear in his processes. He's
very clear about his tactics," said the
coach, who in his playing days was
known for his immaculate technique and
copybook strokes.

But if you think there has been no
method to his madness, then you are
wrong. Suryakumar has reached the top
after incredible hard work and sacrifices.

"I think he's (Surya) worked very
hard. I think one of the things about
Surya is just the amount of hard work
that he's put in the nets, in thinking about
his game, his fitness."

The work on fitness had helped Kohli
hit his peak few years ago and that is hap-
pening with Surya in the shortest format.

"If I look at Surya from a couple of
years ago, just to see how he takes care
of his body and the amount of time he
spends on his fitness, I think he's just
really earning the reward for a lot of the
hard work that he's put in on and off the
field, and long may it continue," the smil-
ing coach didn't want to jinx this form.
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Minnows Netherlands knocked
South Africa out of the T20

World Cup with a stunning 13-run
win as the Proteas yet again chocked
in a big ICC tournament, here on
Sunday.

Netherlands dished out a collec-
tive batting effort to post a decent 158
for four after being invited to bat and
then restricted the Proteas to 145 for
eight for their biggest victory in
world cricket.

It was Dutch side's first win
against South Africa across any for-
mat.

It was also Netherlands second
win in the Super 12 stage, having
defeated Zimbabwe by five wickets
earlier.

Chasing a competitive 159, South
Africa lost skipper Temba Bavuma
(20) and Quinton de Kock (13) early.

Rilee Rossouw (25) got a start

before becoming Brandon Glover's
(3/9) first victim as South Africa
slipped to 64 for three.

From thereon, it was a herculean
task for the likes of Heinrich Klassen
and Keshav Maharav to take the side
past the finish line as South Africa fell
short by 13 runs.
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South Africa skipper Temba
Bavuma said the ouster from

the T20 World Cup was "hard one
to swallow" as the Proteas choked
in yet another ICC tournament
here on Sunday.

"Hard one to swallow. We
had the confidence and belief in
ourselves as a unit to make the
play-offs," a disappointed
Bavuma said at the post-match
presentation.

"Unfortunately for us, we
couldn't do it. Winning the toss
and bowling, what they got was-

n't ideal. We lost wickets at cru-
cial times. They used the dimen-
sions of the field a lot better than
we did," he added.

South Africa have got the
'chokers tag' not by mere coinci-
dence. Always the pre-tourna-
ment favourites, South Africa are
yet to reach the final of a World
Cup event.

They have lost at semi-final
stage at the T20 World Cup
twice -- 2009 and 2014.

In the ODI World Cup, they
have lost out in the last-four on
four occasions -- 1992, 1999, 2007
and 2015.

INDIA TO FACE ENG IN SEMIS
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Shaheen Shah Afridi warned
he is still not back to his fear-

some best even after leading
Pakistan into the T20 World Cup
semi-finals with figures of 4-22
against Bangladesh on Sunday.

The left-arm frontline fast
bowler rattled the opposition
batsmen with his swing and
seam in Adelaide.

The 22-year-old missed the
recent Asia Cup with a knee
injury and is still working his
way back to full fitness after
being out of action for three
months.

"It is not easy to come back
from such an injury," Shaheen
said.

"I can only give my 100 per-
cent on the field, and I am try-
ing. This injury needed time, I
think I came (back) early as it is
a World Cup and the team
needs me."

Shaheen struggled for wick-
ets early in the tournament as
Pakistan suffered losses to India
and then Zimbabwe in Group 2.

But he seemed to have

found rhythm in a win over the
Netherlands and came into his
own with a match-winning 3-14
against South Africa, a victory
that revived their campaign.

Pakistan's last Super 12
match turned out to be a virtu-
al quarter-final after the
Netherlands stunned South
Africa in the earlier game.

Shaheen rose to the chal-
lenge after Bangladesh elected to
bat first and sent back Liton Das
for 10 in the third over.

It was his double strike in
the 17th over that broke
Bangladesh's back and he took
one more to bag four wickets for
the first time in T20 internation-
als.

"I am not bowling at 150 kph
like Haris (Rauf)," Shaheen said.

"Even before I bowled at
135-140 kph. (Earlier) I felt a
pinch during run-up but now
feeling much better.

"Staying in the room for
two-three months with an injury
affects your mind."

He added: "I believed that I
would come back and my efforts
would pay dividends."
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