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The Supreme Court on
Monday said that forced

religious conversion may pose
a danger to national security
and impinge on the religious
freedom of citizens. The apex
court warned a “very difficult
situation” will emerge if pros-
elytisation through deception,
allurement and intimidation is
not stopped and asked the
Centre to step in and make sin-
cere efforts to tackle the “very
serious” issue.

“The issue with respect to
the alleged conversion of reli-
gion, if it is found to be correct
and true, is a very serious
issue which may ultimately
affect the security of the nation
as well as the freedom of reli-
gion and conscience of the cit-
izens,” the court said.

The apex court was hear-
ing a plea filed by advocate
Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay
seeking direction to the Centre
and States to take stringent
steps to control fraudulent reli-
gious conversion by “intimi-
dation, threatening, deceiving-
ly luring through gifts and
monetary benefits”.

Upadhyay submitted in his

plea that forced religious con-
version is a nationwide prob-
lem which needs to be tackled
immediately.

“The injury caused to the
citizens is extremely large
because there is not even one
district which is free of religious
conversion by ‘hook and
crook’,” the plea submitted.

While the Church has
mostly been accused of prose-
lytisation, the population of the
Christian community relative
to the country’s population
has either been static or been
on the decline since 1971. 

As per the 1971 Census,

Christians population stood at
2.6 per cent of India’s popula-
tion. This figure came down to
2.3 per cent by 2001. 

However, there is no offi-
cial update on the population
on religious lines. 

The court said it is better
that the Union Government
makes its stand clear and file
counters on what steps could
be taken by Union and/or oth-
ers to curb such forced con-
version, maybe by force, allure-
ment or fraudulent means,”
said a bench of Justices MR
Shah and Hima Kohli.

The court asked Solicitor

General Tushar Mehta to
explain measures to curb the
practice. “This is a very serious
matter. Sincere efforts are to be
made by the Centre to stop
forced conversions. Otherwise
a very difficult situation will
come. Tell us what action do
you propose....You have to step
in,” the bench observed. 

Mehta said that the issue
was debated even in the
Constituent Assembly.

“There were two Acts. One
was by the Odisha Government
and other one by Madhya
Pradesh dealing with regulation
of any forcible conversion by
deceit, falsehood or fraud,
money. These issues came
before this court for consider-
ation and the top court upheld
the validity,” Mehta said, 
adding forced religious con-
versions are rampant in tribal
areas.

“Incidents are reported
every week throughout the
country where conversion is
done by intimidating, threat-
ening, deceivingly luring
through gifts and monetary
benefits and also by using
black magic, superstition, mir-
acles but Centre and States have
not taken stringent steps to stop
this menace,” said the plea.

The plea has also sought
directions to the Law
Commission of India to pre-
pare a report as well as a Bill to
control religious conversion
by intimidation and through
monetary benefit.
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In what sounded like a
Hitchcockian horror script, a

youth chopped her live-in part-
ner into 35 pieces and roamed
around the national Capital for
18 nights to dispose of the body
parts at different places. 

The murder took place on
May 18 but the crime came to
light this Saturday as the  Delhi
Police arrested Aftab Ameen
Poonawala ( 28)  for killing
Shraddha Walker, 26. Aftab
had kept the body parts stored
into a newly bought 300 litre
fridge and used fragrance sticks
to fight off the odour. To avoid
any suspicion, he used to leave
the house with a body part in
a polybag around 2 am to dis-
pose it of. 

Aftab has been remanded
in police custody for five days
and investigation is on.

Preliminary investigation
revealed that the accused was
inspired by the American crime
show “Dexter”, which tells the
story of a man with homicidal
tendencies who lives a double
life. Being a trained chef, Aftab
was adept at using the knife,
said sources. 

However, the knife used in
the crime is yet to be recovered.
He was taken to the Mehrauli
forest area by the police on
Monday to collect the body
parts which he had disposed of
there.

The relationship between
Shraddha and Aftab reported-
ly soured as time progressed.
According to the FIR filed by
Shraddha’s father, Vikas
Madaan Walkar, before she
had gone missing, she had
told her parents and friends
that Aftab would often beat her
over minor issues.

The FIR, a copy of which

is with The Pioneer, said
Shraddha’s parents had advised
her many times not to go with
Aftab as he belonged to a dif-
ferent faith. But she did not lis-
ten to their advice and left the
house to live with Aftab.

For the next few weeks
after the murder, Aftab alleged-
ly interacted with the woman’s
friends using her social media
accounts so as to not arouse any
suspicion. Moving on with his
life as if nothing happened, the
accused continued to live in the
same place where they had
shifted in May after moving
from Mumbai.

The victim used to work at
a call centre in Mumbai where
she met the accused. They
started dating and later moved
in together.  But their families
objected to the relationship.

The murder came to light
when the victim’s father came
to Delhi to check on his daugh-
ter as she stopped replying to

his calls. When
he reached the
flat, it was
locked. He
approached the
Mehrauli Police
and filed a com-
plaint alleging
kidnapping.

“In 2018, my
daughter made
contact with
Aftab at the
w o r k p l a c e .
Around seven to
eight months
later, we got to
know that she
was having an
affair with Aftab.
Without paying

heed to our
advice, she left
the house in
2019,” said the

father in the FIR.
“After a few days of her

leaving her house, we got to

know that both were staying in
Vasai. Later, they shifted to
another location. She would
not talk to me but would often
talk to her mother. She also
informed her mother that
Aftab would fight with her. In
January 2021, after the death of
my wife, she called me too and
informed me about the fight,”
said Walkar in the FIR.

Walker also said once
Shraddha went back to
Mumbai and she stayed at her
parents’ house. “She came
home, and she also told me
about the fight and Aftab’s
regular assaults. I advised her
to stay, but after Aftab apolo-
gised she again went to Delhi,”
Walkar added in the FIR.

After receiving the com-
plaint, Mumbai Police traced
her last location to Delhi and
also called Aftab whose con-
tradictory statements raised
suspicion, prompting them to
rope in the Delhi Police.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday said he

will hold extensive discussions
with leaders of the G-20 group-
ing in Bali, Indonesia, on chal-
lenges such as reviving global
growth, ensuring food and
energy security and addressing
issues relating to health and
digital transformation. He left
for Bali in the afternoon.

The G-20 summit is taking
place in Bali on November15-
16 against the backdrop of the
ongoing Ukraine conflict and
its adverse impact on food, fer-
tilisers and food supply chains.
The issue is likely to figure
prominently in the summit.

Incidentally, US President
Joe Biden on Monday met
Chinese President Xi Jinping
there for the first time since the
Russian military action began
in Ukraine in February. 

This was the first in-person
meeting between the two lead-
ers since Biden became
President and rising tension
between the two countries on

economy and security.
Modi is likely to meet

Biden, British PM Rishi Sunak
and French President
Emmanuel Macron on the side
lines of the two-day summit.
India will assume presidency of
the G-20 from Indonesia on
December 1. Australian Prime
Minister Anthony Albanese is
among the other world leaders
scheduled to participate in the
summit. Russian President
Vladimir Putin is not attending
the meet and Foreign Minister

Sergey Lavrov will represent
Russia.

In a pre-departure state-
ment on Monday, Modi said he
will also highlight India’s
achievements and its “unwa-
vering commitment” to collec-
tively address global issues
while noting that the country’s
upcoming Presidency of the
G20 will be grounded in the
theme “Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam” or “One Earth,
One Family, One Future”.

Continued on Page 8
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Indicating easing of the price
situation, retail inflation

moderated to 6.77 per cent in
October from 7.41 per cent in
September while the wholesale
price index fell to a 19-month
low mainly on account of sub-
dued rates of food items.

The fall has also brought
some relief for the RBI which
has been struggling to bring it
below the upper tolerance level
of 6 per cent since January.  The
central bank has been tasked to
keep inflation at 4 per cent with
a margin of 2 per cent. 

The data also revealed that
annual inflation was subdued
in eggs, meat and fish, oil and
fats, and “sugar and confec-
tionary” segments.

The Finance Ministry on
Monday said the “drastic
decline” in October retail infla-
tion is mainly due to a dip in
food price inflation and the
impact of government mea-
sures to check price rise would
be felt more significantly in the
coming months.
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The Delhi Government on
Monday suspended a Tihar

jail Superintendent for alleged
involvement in providing spe-
cial treatment to AAP Minister
Satyendar Jain, who has been
lodged in the prison in a
money laundering case.

Sources in the prison
department of the Delhi
Government said the
Superintendent of Tihar Jail
Number 7, Ajit Kumar, DAN-
ICS, has been suspended. 

Last week, the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
claimed in a court that Jain was
getting special treatment inside
the Tihar Jail.

The ED had made the sub-
mission before Special Judge
Vikas Dhull while concluding
its arguments opposing Jain’s
plea against the money laun-
dering case. 

“Unknown persons were
giving massages and foot mas-
sages to Jain, even beyond cur-
few hours. He was given special
food inside the jail,” said
Additional Solicitor General
(ASG) SV Raju, appearing for
the ED.

The ASG shared CCTV
images with the court and
alleged that most of the time
Jain was either in hospital or in
jail enjoying various facilities.
The 58-year-old Delhi Minister
was arrested on May 30.
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Has your child’s screentime
increased since Covid? If

you were to estimate by how
much, would you say 20%,
30% or even a 50% increase?

A newly released review
comparing children’s screen-
time before and during Covid,
shows children’s screentime
spiked by a whopping 52%
between 2020 and 2022.
Increases were highest for chil-
dren aged 12 to 18 years, and
for handheld devices and per-
sonal computers.

Even though life is (almost)
back to normal, many parents
have noticed their child’s tech-
nology use is still much high-
er than pre-Covid levels. Their
instinct may be to come down
hard with rules and restrictions.

But another approach
might be to create a healthier
balance as a family.
Easy habits to make

The full effect of the pan-
demic on our technology use is

not yet clear, but there are fac-
tors to consider when under-
standing the current state of
play of increased time on
devices.

A key factor driving ongo-
ing increased screentime is
that extensive screen use sus-
tained over time turns into a
habit. In other words, once a
person gets used to using tech-
nology for greater lengths of
time, it becomes their “base-
line”. Much like the way a child
may get used to staying up late
every night in the summer
school holidays and then find
it difficult to adjust back to
school term bedtime again.
The longer we do it, the more
adjustment needed.

During our two Covid-
induced years of restrictions,
regulations and stay-at-home
orders, many other activities
were also removed from chil-
dren’s routines. Not only did
screentime increase, but it also
became the only resource child
had for school, play, commu-

nication, and everything in
between. Screentime was not
an add-on to their day, it
became the core of their day.

Another factor driving
children’s increased screentime
more of our life has gone
online since Covid. Online
learning has become an ongo-
ing element of education. As
a result children continue to
use technology for longer peri-
ods of time and more intense-
ly, and it’s likely this trajectory
will continue to increase.

Effects on kids
Increased screen time like-

ly did not negatively interfere
with well-being during lock-
down periods as it was the only
way to remain socially con-
nected. However many worry,
about the impact of high levels
of screentime on children.

Evidence of its impact is
still sketchy. One of the main
reasons is that it is now very
difficult to separate our online
and offline worlds.

But there are important

points to consider regarding
how problematic screentime
impacts mental and cognitive
health, which sit at the core of
learning and development for
children, and for us as adults.

We know there is a link
between screen use and stress
and anxiety. This doesn’t not
necessarily mean phone use
causes stress and anxiety. It may
be that when we are stressed
and anxious, we reach for our
phone to relieve it. But when
that happens problems are not
resolved and stress maintains.
This can become a habit for
children.

Screen overuse can lead to
mental and physical fatigue
impacting a child’s mood and
ability to focus and learn.

Sleep is important for
learning because it is during
sleep we consolidate the ideas
we engaged with that day. Little
sleep means our brain doesn’t
have a chance to do this, which
negatively impacts learning.
Some small, limited lab-based

experimental studies suggest
screen use may negatively
impact adults’ body clock and
sleep. However, disrupted sleep
is more often associated with
the content a child engages
with on a screen before bed-
time. Hyped, highly emotive
content  is more likely to keep
a child up at night. Reading a
sweet story book on their
screen, before bed has a dif-
ferent impact.

3 tips for cutting back as a
family

Taking measures to cut a
child’s screentime may seem
like the most obvious parent-
ing strategy. However, it is not
necessarily the best as it often
cannot be sustained. There are
other measures that are more
effective.

Like children, adults also
experienced excessive screen-
time during Covid. Given par-
ents’ level of screen use is
strongly associated with chil-
dren’s screen use, getting our

own screentime back under
control is an important role
model that children need to
see. Here are three tips:
� Approach it together

One study from Denmark
focused on all family members
taking measures together to
change their screen habits and
the results were highly effective. 
�Prepare for challenges

Important to the success of
families in the study was that
they were encouraged to talk
about their expected challenges
of reducing screen use and list
potential solutions. 
�Guide all elements of
healthy screen use

Ensure parental guidance
focuses on all three aspects of
healthy device use: screen time,
screen quality and screen bud-
dies. This means keeping a eye
on time spent on a device but
also ensuring a child uses tech-
nology in a wide variety of pos-
itive ways, in varying social sit-
uations – sometimes indepen-
dently but often with others.
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Shraddha Walker, 29, from
Vasai in the neighbouring

Palghar district — who was
killed by her live-in partner
Aftab Poonawalla — was plan-
ning to marry him at one stage
before their love affair went
sour for reasons best known to
the couple.

The investigations by the
Vasai and Delhi police — the
latter cracked the murder mys-
tery case by arresting the
accused on Saturday — have
revealed that Aftab took the
extreme step after they quar-
relled on May 18 this year.

Thirty-year-old Aftab, who
has emerged as psychological
killer of sorts, had kept the
chilling murder under wraps
for six-long months before the
Delhi police — acting on the
inputs from the Vasai police —
ripped lid off a macabre crime.

It was the changing state-
ments by Aftab that prompted
the local investigators to alert
the Delhi Police leading to the
arrest of the alleged killer.

The investigations have
revealed that Shraddha and
Aftab became friends and later
fell into love after they got to
know each other in a friendship
app some time in 2019.  

Having made up to marry
Aftab, Shraddha had sought
her parents’ permission to get
into a wedlock with Aftab.
However, her parents objected
to Shraddha marrying Aftab. 

“As the parents were in no

mood to relent, Shraddha
walked out of her parental
home and began to live with
Aftab, who used to live in
Diwanman Complex in Vasai
west,” Police Inspector
Sampatrao Patil attached to the
Manikpur Police Station said

After some months, her
parents had taken her decision
to have a living-in relationship
with Aftab in their stride. 

Sometime in September
this year, Shraddha’s childhood
friend Laxman Nadar — told
her brother that he was not able
to reach out his friend for over
two months. Shraddhha’s par-
ents tried unsuccessfully to get
in touch with Aftab to know
about the whereabouts of their
daughter.

“During our tech-intel
investigations, we found that
statements made by Nadar
were true.  Shraddha’s phone
was off since May this year. We
found that she had also gone off
social media forums like
Facebook. Even her bank
accounts were not in operation.
Later we summoned Aftab to
the Vasai police station where
we recorded his full statement,”
Inspector Patil said.

Simultaneously, puzzled by
the changing statements of
Aftab, Mira Bhayander-Vasai
Virar Police Commissioner
Sadanand Date spoke with the
New Delhi Police
Commissioner and sought the
latter’s assistance in the inves-
tigations and the case was
cracked.
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on

Monday said it has seized
"incriminating" documents,
digital evidence and mobile
phones during recent searches
carried out in connection with
a money-laundering probe
linked to an alleged "sextortion"
racket that recently hit the
headlines in Odisha.

The action was undertak-
en against prime accused
Archana Nag, her husband
Jagabandhu Chand, his alleged
aide Khageshwar Patra and
Sharadhanjali Behera, an asso-
ciate of Nag, on November 10,
the agency said.

A total of seven premises in
the State were searched, the ED
said in a statement.

The searches were con-
ducted as part of an "ongoing
money-laundering investiga-

tion being carried out by the
ED in a high-profile sextortion
racket operated by Archana
Nag and her associates by tar-
geting influential and affluent
persons", it added.

The money-laundering
probe stems from two Odisha
Police FIRs filed against the
accused. Nag and Chand were
arrested by the police last
month. They are currently
undergoing judicial custody.

The ED arrested Patra
recently and he is in the
agency's custody till November
21, the statement said.
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Karnataka Congress presi-
dent D K Shivakumar on

Monday appeared before the
Enforcement Directorate here
for a fresh round of question-
ing in the National Herald
money laundering case.

This is the second time that
the ED recorded his statement
in a case that has been regis-
tered under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA).

The 60-year-old former
Karnataka cabinet minister
told reporters he had furnished
all documents sought by the
agency in connection with the
probe and that he had to

depose again despite seeking a
three-week deferment of the
summons.

"They have summoned me
again on the Young Indian
issue...I had sent some papers
to them (ED) but probably they
are not satisfied. We respect
them, we respect the sum-
mons and we respect the insti-
tution. There is nothing to
hide and whatever we have
given (as a donation to Young
Indian) is for charitable work,"
he said.
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Stressing that  cl imate
change goes beyond just

policy making and its effects
transcend geopolitical bor-
ders, Union Environment
Minister Bhupender Yadav
on Monday urged world lead-
ers and citizens to embrace
the philosophy of 'Mission
LiFE', a movement focusing
on mindful and deliberate
utilisation of resources.

Launched by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
Mission LiFE stands for
'Lifestyle for Environment', a
pro-people and pro-planet
effort that seeks to shift the
world from mindless and
wasteful consumption to
mindful and deliberate utili-
sation of natural resources.

As developed nations
dithers on taking responsibil-
ity for the climate change cat-
astrophe that is taking toll on
developing and smaller
nations, Yadav, at an event held
at the India Pavilion at COP27
in Sharm El-Sheikh in Egypt,
reminded the world leaders
that the luxury to pass the
buck is no longer there.

"We are at a critical junc-
ture in our common fight
against climate change, a
juncture which requires not
just government effort but
contribution from all stake-
holders, each individual,
towards ensuring a sustain-
able and equitable planet, he
said adding “It (LiFE) inspires
us to do all that can be done
in our everyday life to protect
the environment as stated by
our Prime Minister”.
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Atwo-day maritime exercise
‘Sea Vigil’ to review pre-

paredness to meet any chal-
lenge including terrorists try-
ing to sneak into India will
commence along the entire 7,
516km coastline from Tuesday.
This national level coastal
defence exercise was concep-
tualized in 2018 to validate var-
ious measures taken after 26/11
Mumbai terror attack in 2008.

Giving details of the third
edition of the ‘Pan-India’
Coastal Defence Exercise ‘Sea
Vigil-22,’ officials said here on
Monday, coastal security being
a major sub-set of coastal
defence construct, the concept
of ‘Sea Vigil’ is to activate the
security apparatus across India
and assess the overarching
coastal defence mechanism.

The exercise will be under-
taken along the entire 7,516 km
coastline and Exclusive
Economic Zone(EEZ) of India
and will involve all the Coastal
States and Union territories
along with other maritime

stakeholders, including the
fishing and coastal communi-
ties.

The Indian Navy is con-
ducting the exercise in coordi-
nation with the Coast Guard
and other ministries entrusted
with the task of maritime activ-
ities. 

The scale and conceptual
expanse of the exercise is
unprecedented in terms of the
geographical extent, the num-
ber of stakeholders involved,
the number of units partici-
pating and in terms of the
objectives to be met.

The exercise is a build up
towards the major Theatre
Level Readiness Operational

Exercise (TROPEX), which the
Indian Navy conducts every
two years. ‘Sea Vigil’ and
TROPEX together will cover
the entire spectrum maritime
security challenges.

Assets of the Indian Navy,
Coast Guard, Customs and
other maritime agencies will
participate in ‘Sea Vigil.’ In
addition to the Ministry of
Defence, the conduct of this
exercise is also being facilitat-
ed by the Ministries of Home
Affairs, Ports Shipping and
Waterways, Petroleum and
Natural Gas, Fisheries Animal
Husbandry and Dairying,
Customs, and other agencies of
Centre and states.
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Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Monday stressed

upon the need for swift and
transparent decision-making
and availability of optimal
resources to ensure combat
readiness of the armed forces.

Underlining this impor-
tant issue, he also said a delay
in making a decision leads to
loss of both time and money
and affects combat prepared-
ness.  The minister made these
observations while addressing
the Controllers' Conference
2022 organised by the Defence
Accounts Department (DAD).

Making this assertion,
Rajnath said resources around
the world are limited and
emphasised on exercising
"financial prudence" in using
them. Resources should be
used at the right places and

there should be no wastage, he
added.

"A penny saved is a penny
earned, and this applies fully to
resources too. You are aware
that for a country's combat
readiness, not only availability
of optimal resources is
required, but swift and trans-
parent decision-making is also
needed," Rajnath said.

Inaugurating the two-day
meet, the defence minister
described the officials of the
department as the sentinels of
the defence finance system
who play their part in nation
building by managing the allot-
ted the funds with financial
prudence.
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Senior bureaucrat Asangba
Chuba Ao has been appoint-

ed as joint secretary in the Civil
Aviation Ministry as part of a
senior-level bureaucratic reshuf-
fle by the Centre on Monday.

Ao, a 2003-batch IAS offi-
cer of Bihar cadre, has been
appointed to the post for a
tenure of five years in place of
Usha Padhee, a Personnel
Ministry order said. As many as
13 joint secretaries have been
appointed to different central
government departments.

Vinit Kumar, a 1994-batch
officer of IRSEE, will be Chief
Executive Officer (CEO), Khadi
& Village Industries
Commission (KVIC), Mumbai
under the Ministry of MSME.

Ajit Bhalchandra Chavan
has been appointed as
Additional CEO, GeM SPV,
Department of Commerce,
Vishwesh Negi as OSD,
Department of Defence and
Jayant Kumar as the joint sec-
retary, Department of Defence
Production, the order said.
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With an eye on the 2024
General Election, the

Congress Task Force on
Monday met for the first time
under the newly-appointed
Congress chief Mallikarjun
Kharge.

The meeting resolved that
each member of the task force
be assigned specific tasks relat-
ed to organisation, communi-
cations and media, outreach,
finance, and election manage-
ment. They shall have desig-
nated teams that will be noti-
fied subsequently.

The meeting happened at
15 GRG Congress War Room
in New Delhi. This is the first
Congress Task Force meeting
that has taken place ever since
Mallikarjun Kharge took
charge as the Congress presi-
dent.

The “Task Force 2024" was

constituted for the general elec-
tion scheduled for year 2024.
Members of the task force
include P Chidambaram,
Mukul Wasnik, Jairam Ramesh,
KC Venugopal, Ajay Maken,
Randeep Surjewala, Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra, Sachin Pilot,
Digvijay Singh and Sunil
Kanugolu.

Party sources said while the
task force will devise the strat-
egy for the next general elec-
tions but at the same time it has
also been mandated to aide and
guide the team as when nom-
inated for the next years assem-
bly elections, particularly to
retain Chhattisgarh and

Rajasthan while wrest Madhya
Pradesh from BJP which broke
the Kamal Nath led Congress
government.   

The other mandate is to
form groups within to study the
present and future course of
regional parties, their strength
and weaknesses, which can be
worked upon to formalize a
joint opposition in case there
will be a need ahead of the elec-
tions.

To chart the Congress'
future course, former chief
Sonia Gandhi in June formed
three groups -- on political
affairs for guidance on key
issues, Task Force-2024 to
implement the Udaipur 'Nav
Sankalp' declaration and
another was to coordinate the
'Bharat Jodo Yatra' which is
being currently undertaken by
Rahul Gandhi.

The Political Affairs Group,
headed by Sonia Gandhi, com-
prises Rahul Gandhi,

Mallikarjun Kharge, Ambika
Soni, Digvijaya Singh, Anand
Sharma, K C Venugopal and
Jitendra Singh. Ghulam Nabi
Azad was also too part of this
group who has however quit
the party after serving five
decades at several positions.
All members of the task force
and all heads of the Congress'
frontal organisations are ex
officio members of the central
group. 

Congress is not taking
chances this time after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
his ruling BJP swept back to
power in the 2019 general elec-
tions. The party won 303 seats
in the Lok Sabha bettering its
282 seats they won in 2014.

In 2014, Congress and its
allies, that only won 44 seats,
had put up a stronger fight in
2019 with 53 seats. Several
leaders had also attempted to
unite the Opposition against
the BJP turned futile.
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The Congress on Monday
paid rich tributes to the

country's first Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru on his birth
anniversary, saying 21st centu-
ry India cannot be imagined
without his tremendous con-
tribution and that his relevance
has increased after 2014.

Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge, former
party chief Sonia Gandhi and
AICC general secretary in-
charge organisation K C
Venugopal, among others,
offered floral tributes at Nehru's
memorial Shanti Van in New
Delhi. In a tweet message, for-
mer party chief Rahul Gandhi
quoted Nehru's lines -- "Who is
Bharat Mata? The people of
India spread across its vast land
matter the most. Mother India
is this crores and crores of peo-
ple."

"With these democratic,
progressive and secular values

??of Pandit Nehru in my heart,
I am walking to protect 'Mother
India' of 'Hind Ke Jawahar'," he
said referring to his
Kanyakumari to Kashmir
'Bharat Jodo Yatra'.

Senior Congress leader
Shashi Tharoor claimed that at
the ceremony to pay tributes to
Nehru at Parliament's central
hall no central minister or "BJP
notable" was present.
"Performed pushparchana
before the portrait of Jawaharlal
Nehru ji in the Central Hall of
Parliament this morning, along
with Speaker @ombirlakota,
Smt Sonia Gandhi, M. @kharge
and fifteen @INCIndia leaders.
No Central Minister or other
BJP notable was present.
Bipartisanship extinct!?"
Tharoor tweeted.
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The use of Superpower 90
detonator manufactured

by Nagpur-based Solar
Explosives Ltd in the blast on
the railway track in Udaipur
has exposed the chinks in the
monitoring of explosives sup-
ply chain as the firm’s name
had cropped up in 2016 for
supply of explosives worth Rs
1,600 crore to ISIS in Syria.

While the probe is under-
way, a variety of angles are
being looked into as part of
the investigation including
possibility of the ISIS in the
suspected terror blasts, mes-
saging against the develop-
ment agenda and non-
Islamic/criminal  radical
groups l ike banned
Communist Party of India
(Maoist).

“In the absence of any
group taking responsibility

for the blast, the broader con-
tours of the incident suggest
there was a clear intent on the
part of the attackers coupled
with the capability to execute
it as also they have access to
explosives,” counter-terror-
ism analyst Dr Rituraj Mate
said.

Since Udaipur was also
the place where a beheading
incident occurred post the
controversial statement sus-
pended BJP spokesperson
Nupur Sharma and a surge in
radicalization in a particular

community, the possibility of
the ISIS exploiting the fault-
lines cannot be ruled out, Dr
Mate said, adding, recent pro-
paganda materials of the
global terror group suggest
the outfit is seeking to con-
duct spectacular action.

However, the role of the
non-Islamic group or the
Naxals also cannot be ruled
out as the area is under the
jurisdiction of the Zawar
mines police stat ion in
Udaipur and the Maoists have
bases in such areas.

According to counter-ter-
rorism and geopolitical analy-
sis firm Kavach, both Solar
Explosives Ltd and Rajasthan
Explosives and Chemicals Ltd
were earlier found to be sup-
plying explosives to the ISIS
through shell companies.
These firms continue to oper-
ate and their products are
finding their way into the
hands of the radicals.
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Union Law Minister Kiren
Rijiju  again attacked

Jawaharlal Nehru  on the
Kashmir issue on Monday
claiming that the country's
first Prime Minister rejected
Maharaja Hari Singh's plea to
accede to India not just once
but thrice and also allegedly
moved the United Nations
(UN) under the wrong article
and thus making  Pakistan a
party to the dispute instead of
an aggressor.

Rijiju also said Nehru let
the "myth" of a UN-mandated
plebiscite perpetuate and cre-
ated the "divisive" Article 370
of the Constitution.

"Nehru rejected Maharaja
Hari Singh's plea to accede to
India not just once but thrice,"
he wrote on Twitter.

The law minister made
these remarks in an opinion
piece for the News 18 portal,
which he shared on his Twitter
handle.

"The people of this region,
along with the rest of India,
deserve to know the truth of
what actually happened during
those tumultuous months and
years," the minister wrote.

He moved the UN under
the wrong Article after
Pakistan's invasion, thereby
making it a party to the dispute
instead of an aggressor, said the
BJP leader.
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The Supreme Court on
Monday granted time till

December 12 to the Centre to
file a comprehensive affidavit
to petitions challenging the
validity of certain provisions
of a 1991 law, which prohibits
filing of a lawsuit to reclaim a
place of worship or seek a
change in its character from
what prevailed on August 15,
1947.  

A bench comprising Chief
Justice DY Chandrachud and
Justice J B Pardiwala took
note of the submissions of
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the
Centre, that the reply could
not be filed and the matter can
be taken up later. 

“I need to consult with
the Government for filing a
detailed counter. If some time
can be given,”  said Mehta.

The bench adjourned the
hearing on the petitions after
taking note of the submissions
that due deliberations with
government authorities were
needed and asked the Centre
to file a “comprehensive” one
on or before December 12.
The bench asked the Centre to
share its response with the
parties concerned and decid-
ed to hear the pleas in the first
week of January 2023. 

One of the petitioner and
BJP leader Subramanian
Swamy said that he has not
sought setting aside of the Act
in his petition. He said that
like Ayodhya Ram temple dis-

pute, the matters pertaining to
disputed sites at Kashi and
Mathura be kept out of the
purview of the Places of
Worship (Special Provisions)
Act, 1991.  “I am not asking
for the quashing of the Act.
But two temples be added and
the Act can stand as it is,” he
said. 

The bench said it will
consider Swamy's plea on the
next date of hearing.  Earlier,
the bench had granted time
till October 31 to the Centre
to file its reply to the petitions.
The top court was hearing the
pleas, including the one filed
by advocate Ashwini
Upadhyay who has said sec-
tions 2, 3, 4 of the Places of
Worship (Special Provisions)
Act, 1991 be set aside on
grounds including that these
provisions take away the right
of judicial remedy to reclaim
a place of worship of any per-
son or a religious group.
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RSS outfit 'Vidya Bharti'  is
organising a three-day

national workshop here start-
ing November 13 to finalise the
‘blueprint’ for the implemen-
tation of New  Education Policy
(NEP)  for its  schools in
North India, including those in
Ladakh and Jammu and
Kashmir,  for  the session
2023-24.

General Secretary, Vidya
Bharti North Zone, Desh Raj
Shama said  the Foundation
Stage Curriculum Framework
announced by the Union
Ministry of Education is a
“noteworthy initiative” in the
field of education and the focus
is  on “the personality devel-
opment of children in the age
group of 3 to 8 years  based on
moral and spiritual values
based on ‘Panchkosha’  (Five
sheaths of human develop-

ment).”
He said Vidya Bharti,

while welcoming the  basic  aim
of the  curriculum, also  calls
upon the educationists of the
country for  its “ earnest imple-
mentation”.

He said It is noteworthy
that 480 schools, from Kashmir
to Delhi, are run under the
aegis of ‘Vidya Bharti’ North
Zone and in this context, “a
three-day workshop from
November 13 to 15 is being
conducted  here to finalize the
blueprint for the implementa-
tion of NEP.”

Educationists, subject
experts and scholars related to
the fields of research and psy-
chology  from   Ladakh, Jammu
Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh,
Punjab, Chandigarh, Haryana
and Delhi are  finalizing plans
to implement NEP in these  five
states and union territories
from the session 2023-24.
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Neighbours of the 28-year-
old man, who allegedly

chopped his live-in partner's
body into pieces and kept them
in a fridge at his house in
Mehrauli here for almost three
weeks, said they were clueless
until the police arrested him.

They, however, said there
was barely any furniture in the
couple's house and that the new
300-litre refrigerator the
accused purchased to hide the
body was kept in the drawing
room.

The neighbours also said
they had never seen the victim
in the locality but had spotted
the accused coming down-
stairs from his house on the
first floor to collect food deliv-
ery orders.

Aaftab Amin Poonawala
and 29-year-old Shraddha
Walkar lived on the first floor
of a building at Gully Number
1 in Chhatarpur Pahadi area.
Though the South Delhi neigh-
bourhood has houses in close
proximity, most people said
they did not hear any cry or see
unusual activity.
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Delhi Lieutenant Governor Vinai
Kumar Saxena has recommend-

ed the Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) to initiate disciplinary pro-
ceedings against Indian
Administrative Services (IAS) officer
and former Delhi Waqf Board CEO
SM Ali for allowing "illegal" resolu-
tions of the board, sources at the L-
G office said on Monday.

According to the sources, Ali,
during his stint as the CEO of DWB,
is accused by the CBI of indulging in
acts of Omission and Commission,
which include, not opposing the ille-
gal resolution passed by the Board for
appointment of its CEO and several
other contractual staff in blatant dis-
regard of his responsibilities.

Saxena has recommended disci-
plinary proceedings under Rule 16 of

the CCS (CCA), Rules 1965, said
sources.

In the CBI inquiry against
Amanatullah Khan, it was found that
Ali, as CEO and Member of the DWB,
executed the illegal resolution passed
by the Board for appointment of
Mehboob Alam as the CEO and also
formally handed over charge to him
as his successor, they said.

The advertisements published
for the post of CEO was in violation
of the Delhi Waqf Act and Rules and
apart from appointing the CEO, the
said advertisement also formed the

basis for other staff on contractual
basis,” they stated.

L-G said advertisement was pub-
lished and recruitments were made
during Ali’s tenure as CEO and being
the CEO, it was his duty to object to
the illegal resolution passed by the
Board in its meeting, where he was
also present as Member Secretary.

Sources said that Ali signed the
minutes that resolved to issue adver-
tisement for recruitment of CEO,
which blatantly read “Resolved that
advertisement published for the post
of CEO is ratified and MehboobAlam
(Retd. IPS) be approved for the post
of CEO in the office of DWB”. 

The Board not only gave ex-post
facto approval to an illegal advertise-
ment, but also approved the illegal
appointment of Mehboob Alam as
CEO on the basis of the illegal adver-
tisement, sources added.
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The Delhi High Court Monday
ordered the Central Bureau

of Investigation (CBI) and the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) to
furnish all public statements and
press communications issued by
them to media in relation to their
investigation in Delhi govern-
ment's excise policy in which
Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia and businessman Vijay
Nair are also accused.

The high court's order came
on a plea by Nair claiming that
sensitive information in rela-
tion to the case was being leaked
to the media by the investigating
agencies which was hampering
his right as an accused. “The
court, before proceeding fur-
ther, requests respondent no. 1
(CBI) and 2 (ED) to place all the

press communications and press
released put out by them in con-
nection with the investigation of
the criminal case,” Justice
Yashwant Varma said and listed
the plea for further hearing on
November 21.

The court said it will con-
sider the official communications
issued by the investigating agen-
cies and then see if the television
channels reported on the issue
based on the communication or
out of their “figment of imagi-
nation”.Nair is a former CEO of
an events management company
and communication in-charge of
AAP.

Senior advocate Dayan
Krishnan, appearing for Nair,
argued that if a news organisa-
tion is carrying things based on
imagination, that is dangerous.To
this, the judge said, “then that is

an alarm for us”.
Nair's counsel said the case

was at a critical stage of trial and
when the details come in media,
his rights are completely
gone.The high court also
observed, “disclosure is happen-
ing in real time, prime time, day
in and day out”.

Krishnan submitted that
Section 164 statement of an
approver in the case is also being
recorded today and if that too
gets reported in the media, it
would seriously prejudice their
case.

The judge then responded
that if in-camera proceedings are
reported, then it will be a serious
issue.

The judge further said that
the court is not concerned
whether the petitioner (Nair) is
a member of a political party.

6�� 	�����������	�������$� ���� ����������$$� 	���	� �
	�������9���	�&������;1'��9�� ����	������	�
�	 0���	���	� 

&���� =�>�9��&1

ADelhi court on Monday sent
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)

communication in-charge Vijay
Nair and businessman Abhishek
Boinpally to five days' ED custody
in a money laundering case relat-
ed to the excise scam but granted
them bail in a linked corruption
case being probed by the CBI.

Special Judge MK Nagpal
allowed the Enforcement
Directorate's (ED) application
seeking remand of the two
accused after the agency said
they needed to be interrogated to
unearth the larger conspiracy and
the money trail.
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On the last day of filing the
nomination for the forth-

coming Municipal Corporation
of Delhi (MCD) elections, a
total of 2,394 candidates till 12
am filled their nomination on
Monday.

“Process for receipt of nom-
inations went completely
smoothly and elaborate
arrangements had been put in
place at all Returning Officers
headquarters, being the last
day for Nominations. District
Magistrates, Deputy
Commissioner of Police, and
Deputy Commissioners of
MCD had made coordinated
arrangements for traffic circu-
lation, parking, and basic facil-
ities said a senior SEC official.

“Due to a single day rush,
the process of nominations
who had arrived by 3 pm con-
tinued till late evening,” he

said.
“Around 40 candidates have

filed their nomination till last
week on Friday, out of which
the majority was independent,”
he added.

Ahead of the nomination,
several candidates visited tem-
ples; gurudwaras, etc, on the
way to the enrollment office,
candidates were followed by the
supporters chanting slogans in
the favour of the respective
party. Candidates were also
seen interacting with the rival
candidates which created a
friendly environment and they
also conducted “jan sampark”
to appeal to the residents to vote
for them in the upcoming elec-
tions.

The national capital has
also witnessed traffic jams in
many areas including ITO,
Kashmere Gate, Geeta Colony,
Amar Colony, Lajpat Nagar,
Jahangirpuri, etc due to the last

date of filling the nominations.
The Candidates of the three

major political parties – AAP,
Congress, and BJP only got a
day to file their nomination, as
the parties released the list of
the candidates on the Weekend
which was declared as a public
holiday, as per rule 14 of the
DMC (Election of Councilors)
Rules, 2012, by the SEC.

68 returning officers, each
in charge of three to six wards
in the city, were appointed by
the Commission to facilitate the
candidates in filling the nomi-
nation, said SEC.

The AAP released its first
and final list of candidates on
Friday and Saturday respec-
tively, last week.

The BJP released its first list
of the 232 candidates on
Saturday late at night and the
final list featuring 18 candidates
was declared by the party on
Sunday, while the Congress

announced the list of the 250
councilors who have been facil-
itated with the party ticket to
contest the elections, on Sunday.

The date set for filling the
nomination was set from
November 7 to November 14,
by the State Election
Commission (SEC). However,
Accompanied by Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia,
Devendra Chaudhary party’s
candidate from Mayur Vihar
Phase 2 ward, Kuldeep
Bhandari from Vinod Nagar
ward, and Reena Tomar from
Mandawali ward filed their
nomination at Patparganj.

Criticizing the BJP, Sisodia
said that the saffron party in the
past 15 years has not done their
duty of taking care of the san-
itation, repair work of streets,
etc handed over by the people
of Delhi top them, by giving the
reign of the MCD in their
hands.
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Taking a jibe at the BJP,
Delhi Deputy Chief

Minister Manish Sisodia on
Monday accused the BJP of
extorting businessmen and
delaying salaries of sanitation
workers here, even as he
claimed that the saffron party
"ruined Delhi" with improper
waste management.

Meanwhile, the AAP
claimed that all district presi-
dents of the BJP have resigned
ahead of the December 4 polls
to the MCD.

"The BJP did not pay
salaries to sanitation workers
on time but extorted money
from businessmen and people

across the capital. While in
power at the MCD, that party
ruined the city with improper
waste management and did
nothing for public welfare.

"The people of Delhi want
to get rid of the BJP and the
garbage littered across the city,"
Sisodia alleged.

The senior AAP leader
further said the BJP was con-
fused whether their leaders
should contest the MCD elec-
tions based on conspiracies or
by "sending Manish Sisodia to
jail". During the day, he met
AAP poll candidates at the
nomination centre in East
Delhi and conveyed his wish-
es to them.

"Delhiites have been irked

with the misdeeds of the BJP
for several years, and this time,
they have decided to remove
that party from the MCD. The
BJP's primary task was to keep
Delhi clean but it has failed ter-
ribly," he said.

During a press conference,
AAP's chief spokesperson
Saurabh Bhardwaj said, "The
district president is a key post,
but all district presidents of the
BJP have handed over their res-
ignations to Delhi BJP chief
Adesh Gupta. I want to extend
my best wishes to them. They
have taken the right decision at
the right time." Meanwhile,
several local BJP leaders joined
the Arvind Kejriwal-led party
on Monday.
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With elections for the key
MCD only weeks

away,the Delhi BJP on Monday
shared a poster on Twitter that
contains a caricature of Delhi
chief minister Arvind Kejriwal
wearing multiple feathers
around his head. “Feathers of
P'AAP',” the BJP tweeted with
the caption “AAP looting Delhi”.
This latest salvo comes after
Leader of Opposition and senior
BJP leader Ramvir Singh
Bidhuri held a press conference
earlier in the day, and claimed
that the ruling AAP regime in
the national capital is not only
involved in the liquor policy
scam but also in one pertaining
to the Delhi Jal Board (DJB) and
demanded an FIR should be
registered against Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal in the alleged
Rs 20 crore scam.
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who has been rendering a yeoman's ser-
vice to countless hapless child laborers for
decades! It is high time India learns to
identify its true heroes and role models
and offer a helping hand to these faceless
Vinayak Lohanis so that they can pursue
their goals with more success. The con-
cerned authorities should also learn
from Vinayaks about their priorities
and at first, take up the cause of India's
vulnerable children instead of remaining
immersed in playing to the gallery. 

Kajal Chatterjee | Kolkata
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Sir — Assassins of the PM Rajiv Gandhi
of the country were freed by the Supreme
Court. The decision seems unfair, An
Indian PM was assassinated along with
him, and many innocent lives were dan-
gled to death. That Attack was an affront
to the Indian state. SC is mocking the
position of Prime Minister. If crimes
against PMs are taken lightly, Then who
would respect the highest position of our
country in the Future? The top judicia-
ry must hang its head in utter shame,
hence it has not acted in consonance with
the spirit of India on this Issue. After

committing a heinous crime like murder,
if the behaviour of the criminals becomes
good then the crime committed does not
remain a crime. What's the guarantee that
these released people will not attempt the
next generation - Rahul and Priyanka?

Vishal Mayur | Tumkur
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Sir — In a rally, our Prime Minister
Narendra Modiji said that he receives two
to three kilos of bad words every day and
his constitution is such that all these gaalis
get converted into positive energy. The
comments of Modiji are not of stature for
the post of Prime Minister of India. It
seems the PM is again trying to play the
victim card. He has conveniently forgot-
ten the abuses and insults which he and
his party heaps on opposition and on
minorities. Modiji has failed in answer-
ing the critics with proof of what he has
done to the country in his eight years of
rule. Our PM should know that it is not
uncommon to criticize the ruling party.

Zeeshan | Kazipet
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Sir — Bhopal-born Vinayak Lohani had
set foot on Bengal’s soil to study at IIT
Kharagpur and then IIM Kolkata. Course
completed; but unlike his peers, this "fool-
ish" didn't strive for a glamorous lucra-
tive career in India or abroad to earn a
fortune and live life "King size"! This cur-
rent 42-year-old hasn't engaged himself
in a matrimonial bond as well; yet this
man is "father" to thousands of children!
Vinayak refrained to engage in a rat race
to turn "successful" career-wise. Instead
this Vivekananda-Mother Teresa inspired
person, taking Diksha at Ramkrishna
Mision, opted out of career placement
after completion of his MBA, and as a
true human being; he turned his atten-
tion towards the plight of the orphan and
poor children, loitering at railway plat-
forms and red-light areas and left at their
wretched mercies by all.

By giving tuition and lectures to the
MBA aspirants, Vinayak rented a tiny
accommodation, established his organi-
zation Parivaar in 2003, and took up the
responsibility of sheltering, feeding, and
educating 3 hapless children. But expen-
diture was far exceeding the income
through tuition. But drawing inspiration
from his selfless Himalayan task, IIM
alumni and like-minded compassionate
acquaintances came up with donations
which have enabled Vinayak to come up
with an independent building compris-
ing a school and hostel spreading more
than 20 acres and housing more than a
thousand orphans or children of poorest
of poor families. What an act of protec-
tive father to thousands who were
doomed to lead the whole of their lives
as beggars or at "best" manual laborers or
could have been victims of traffickers and
ended up as petty criminals or prostitutes!
It is indeed a disgrace that humanitari-
ans like Vinayak Lohani are simply
accorded the cold shoulder! What a sorry
state of affairs dominating this nation and
society in general! Had the Nobel
Committee not honoured a certain
Kailash Satyarthi; we would still have
remained in the dark about this real God
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SOUNDBITE

acts/laws and judicial pro-
nouncements, etc. Art 324 to
art 329 in the constitution of
India deals with election mat-
ters in part XV of the consti-
tution of India. Art 324 (i)
rests the power of the super-
intendence, direction, and
control of elections, etc in the
election commission of India.
Art 324(2) deals with the
composition of the election
commission. The powers and
functions of the election com-
mission as such can be delin-
eated as administrative, advi-
sory, and quasi-judicial. Apart
from this, other acts/laws
which deal with the election
process are the anti-defection
law, the Representation of
peoples Act, 1950, (prepara-
tion before the actual elec-
tion) Representation of peo-
ple’s Act, 1951 (makes provi-
sions for the actual conduct
of elections).

Fifty-second Amendment
Act 1985 passed Anti defec-
tion Act (the Tenth schedule
of the constitution of India)
to check defection (a serious
malady in a democratic
setup). Hon’ble Apex Court
through landmark judgment
also has initiated much-
desired changes. In Jan
chaukidari vs Union of India,
2013, S.C pronounced that all
those in lawful police or judi-
cial custody other than those
held in preventive detention
will forfeit their right to stand

for election. In Lily Thomas
vs Union of India, SC
declared that those convicted
are disqualified from polls.

The Supreme Court also
held that voters could exer-
cise the option of negative
voting and reject all candi-
dates as unworthy by press-
ing the NOTA (None of the
above) option in EVM. Even
the supreme court on a peti-
tion filed by advocate
Subramanian Balaji challeng-
ing the state's decision to dis-
tribute freebies (promised
by political parties in their
manifestos) said that the
freebies shake the root of free
and fair polls and directed
E.C. to frame guidelines for
regulating the content of
manifestos. S.C. in 2013 gave
power to the returning offi-
cer to reject the nomination
paper of a candidate for non-
disclosure and suppression of
information, including that
of assets and their criminal
backgrounds. It is seen in the
plethora of judgments that
the Hon’ble Apex Court has
tried to touch on various
aspects that plague the 
electoral system. Before actu-
ally getting into the core of
the problem/point, it is 
necessary and imperative to
have a glance over the
reforms that have taken place
hitherto to effect improve-
ment in the process.

The various reforms

taken up till 2000 can be list-
ed as - lowering of voting age
(61st amendment – lowering
the voting age from 21 years
to 18 years), increasing the
number of proposers and in
the number of security
deposits,  introducing
Electronic voting machine
(EVM) (first introduced in
the election of Delhi, MP, and
Rajasthan), disqualification
on conviction, restriction on
contesting from more than
two constituencies, no coun-
termanding of the election on
account of deceased candi-
dates. And the time limit for
the by-election. Some impor-
tant reforms carried out post-
2000 are a ceiling in election
expenditure and restriction
on exit polls. Awareness cre-
ation, not eligible to contest
in the event of conviction,
etc. It is seen that these
reforms have touched on
some issues of the election
process to change it for the
better. But despite the efforts
and endeavours, it has not
been possible to make the
process free and fair. Reform
means to set things right
and before setting things
right it should be meticulous-
ly discerned as to where the
shoe pinches.

(The author is a superannu-
ated senior IAS officer. The

views expressed are personal.)
(This is the second part of the

series on electoral reforms.)
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The most important
thing is to keep the
electoral and behav-
ioural dynamics free
and fair, it is essential

to reform them. Before touching
upon the essential dimensions of
reform it is imperative to know
about the connotations of
reform and the reforms taken so
far. The knowledge is of para-
mount importance to formulate
and proceed for further impro-
visation, addition, and prag-
matic implementation.

The word reform by its
semantic connotation means to
put or change into an improved
form or condition, to amend or
improve by change of form or
removal of fault or abuses, put
an end to evil by enforcing or
introducing a better method or
course of action and to induce
or cause to abandon evil ways.
In general, it means an 
improvement by changing
behavioural aspects and/or
structure of the system.

The word reform is derived
from the Latin word reform
meaning improvement or
amendment of what is wrong,
corrupt, or unsatisfactory. The
use of the word emerged in the
late 18th century and is believed
to have originated from
Christopher Wyvill’s associa-
tion movement identifying 
parliamentary reform as the
primary aim. It is discernible
that reform is antithetical to 
revolution.

Reform as such delineates a
change in the present structure
and behavioural dynamics to
effect improvement. The ques-
tion arises as to why reform? Is
there any other method to make
the electoral process better? In
a democratic system with a con-
stitutional framework, overhaul-
ing a process is difficult and may
well nigh be impossible and not
desirable. The wrong can be cor-
rected through reforms and
amendments, to improvise the
process to move towards the
cherished goal of a free and fair
election and a better democra-
tic setup.

In our country, the electoral
process is governed by certain
articles of the constitution of
India, amendments, and many
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POINTCOUNTERPOINT

Under the charismatic
leadership of Shri
Narendra Modi,

Hon’ble Prime Minister of
India, the Government
declared that November 15,
the birth anniversary of
Bhagwan Birsa Munda, will be
celebrated as Jan Jatiya Gaurav
Divas every year. This decision
was a historic moment for the
entire nation as JanJatiya
Gaurav Divas symbolises the
glorious tribal legacy, heritage,
culture, and achievements of
India, fuelled by the spirit of
Aatmanirbhar Bharat and
strengthening India’s position
in the global forum.

"In this Amrit Kaal of
Independence, the country
has resolved that it would
provide a more significant
and majestic identity to the
tribal legacy traditions of India

and its heroism stories," our
Prime Minister has remarked.

India is home to about 25
per cent of the world's ethnic
population, making it a coun-
try with a diversified and rich
cultural heritage and a large
number of youthful tribal peo-
ple. They are actively utilising
the opportunities that are
opening for them in fields like
education and sports with
their dedication and commit-
ment; they are also winning
the Padma awards and inter-
national recognition.

Though endowed with
natural talent, the tribals had
to struggle for a long time
because of sheer neglect and
apathy towards them. But now
things have finally changed for
good under the leadership of
our dynamic Prime Minister.

It is pertinent to note that

Smt. Droupadi Murmu, the
nation's first tribal President,
is a wonderful illustration of
the enormous potential of the
nation's Scheduled Tribes; her
appointment to this distin-
guished position demonstrates
our government's commit-
ment to the tribal people.

India has seen a para-
digm shift towards a govern-
ment that has a people-centric
approach. The Prime
Minister's call for "Reform,
Perform, Transform" has
served as the guiding princi-
ple for the last eight years of the
Government. To ensure the
last-mile distribution of ben-
efits and improve develop-
ment results across the nation,
pro-people policies and initia-
tives have been put into place.

Speaking from personal
experience, when I think about

our glorious motherland at
hundred years of
Independence, I realise that it
is vital to fully develop tribal
society, raise the living stan-
dards of all tribal people,
address their pressing institu-
tional issues, and integrate
them into the mainstream.

The most crucial strategy
for development advocated
by our Prime Minister is holis-
tic education, a potent tool that
enables any community, class,
or country to advance positive-
ly, make necessary reforms,
and realise a successful future
vision. In tribal societies, it is
necessary to encourage the tra-
dition of educational advance-
ment, particularly for young
girls. Additionally, there have
been challenges in affected
areas by Leftwing extremism
to establish educational infra-

structure. Our goal is to
address these problems at the
block level by providing trib-
al students with quality educa-
tion so that they can attend the
best Eklavya Model Residential
Schools and take advantage of
the five scholarship pro-
grammes we offer: Pre/Post
Matric, National Fellowship,
Top Class Scholarship, and
National Overseas Scholarship.

Our Ministry has kept up
with the most recent technolo-
gies, as the globe has transi-
tioned to a digital era, in order
to speed up tribal welfare and
practise good governance. In
addition, our State Tribal
Research Institutes, NGOs,
Centers of Excellence, and
other affiliated groups are con-
centrating on both the
advancement of tribal life and
culture as well as the anthro-

pological components.
The Vision for

India@2047 is to achieve new
heights of economic welfare.
Giving momentum to this
core element of Vision 2047,
the Ministry of Tribal Affairs
has prioritised sustainable
livelihoods, income genera-
tion, education , health and the
promotion of ethnic cultures of
tribal people. As a result of our
flagship programmes and ini-
tiatives, tribal people today feel
more integrated into society.
This Ministry is also attempt-
ing to preserve and nurture
several tribal languages in
India, and has been working
with academic institutions and
experts to develop primers in
tribal languages.

I can say with pride that
the Ministry's work encom-
passes both the tangible and

intangible aspects of life of trib-
al communities. Furthermore,
in coordination with local
governing entities, our pro-
grammes and policies are car-
ried out locally with a nation-
al outlook.

In the long run, I see my
country, India, as a leader in
sustainable development, with
a solid socio-economic foun-
dation that offers a wide range
of possibilities to all inhabi-
tants. India is now slowly
moving towards the goal of
becoming a powerhouse
where its voice will be heard
clearly and where it will be a
partner on an equal footing.
Through a variety of develop-
ment measures, we are
embarking on this journey
together to unlock India's
potential and build a prosper-
ous, people-led nation.
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(The author is Union
Minister of Tribal Affairs)
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The Supreme Court exercised the
special power under Article 142
of the Constitution that deals
with the apex court to order the
release of six convicts in the

Rajiv Gandhi assassination case. There
was neither any precedence nor any spe-
cial power to pass such an extraordinary
judgment, and thus the apex court resort-
ed to the special powers endowed on it by
the Article 142 of the Constitution. The
Centre had consistently opposed the plea
of the convicts. The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment had supported the plea of the con-
victs, not on the basis of jurisprudence, but
to address the demands of state politics.
The Supreme Court, thus, knowingly
became a partner to the pettiness of the
political leadership of Tamil Nadu.

The Supreme Court bench of Justices
B. R. Gavai and B. V. Nagarathna gave the
verdict to release the six remaining con-
victs, who had been serving life sentences
for their active role in the assassination of
the former Prime Minister of India Rajiv
Gandhi. Late Rajiv Gandhi was assassinat-
ed on the instructions of the leadership of
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam for
his decision as the Prime Minister of India
for sending a peacekeeping force to a
friendly country, Sri Lanka, on the request
of the leadership of that nation. It was not
his individual decision. Late Rajiv Gandhi
was not assassinated for personal enmity.
He was neither killed for hatred, envy or
any other reason. He was killed because
he was the Prime Minister of India and for
a decision that he took as the head of the
executive of the country.

Along with late Rajiv Gandhi several
others also died brutal deaths, which
included political leaders, common men
and the security personnel. The ghastly
assassination of the former Prime Minister
brought violent deaths to several individ-
uals in their line of duty.

Against that backdrop, the letters
written by former Congress chief Sonia
Gandhi, widow of late Rajiv Gandhi, to
former President KR Narayanan forgiv-
ing the killers of her husband on compas-
sionate grounds was an act of an individ-
ual with narrow personal appeal to the
emotions. She did not care for the larger
attack on the sovereignty of India and also
for the brutal killing of several others along
with late Rajiv Gandhi. The acceptance of
the mercy petitions of the convicts against
death sentences was influenced by the let-
ters of Sonia Gandhi, which should never
have been accepted.

The surviving security personnel such
as Anusuya Daisy Ernest, who lost three
fingers in the terror attack caused by a
human bomb, has hit the streets to protest
the verdict of the Supreme Court. Nalini
Sriharan, who had gone shopping with
Kalaivani Rajaratnam alias Dhanu, was the
key conspirator in the Rajiv Gandhi assas-
sination case. Dhanu was the human
bomb. Nalini Sriharan had bought the sal-
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(The author is Director,
Public Policy Research

Centre)

war-kurta that Dhanu had worn at
the time of detonating the bomb.
Now, Nalini Sriharan has been
released from the jail, and soon she
will fly to London to live with her
daughter. She would fly out of India
laughing at the state of the affairs
of the country where convicts can
survive capital punishment by
committing gravest of the heinous
crimes because of the political
timidity of the Tamil Nadu politi-
cians and the Supreme Court com-
mitting grave error of judgment.

The Supreme Court verdict has
set a horrendous precedent, which
will be an affront to the sovereign-
ty of India and also a slap on the
faces of the security personnel, who
risk their lives in the line of duty.
The Supreme Court verdict means
that it has given sanctity to the rec-
ommendations of the Tamil Nadu
government. The apex court has
given precedence to a state govern-
ment over the Central government.
This is the gravest of the judicial
errors. This amounts to turning the
Centre-state relations on its head,
and would certainly have serious
consequences. This ground alone
is sufficient to call for the joint ses-
sion of Parliament and take speedy
and corrective measures before
serious damage is done to the fed-
eral structure of the country.

What would the Supreme
Court do if the fundamentalists
and separatists who have been con-
victed for terror attacks plead for
mercy and the politicians in some
of the states support their claims
for narrow considerations? India

has been a victim of several terror
attacks orchestrated on the orders
of the terrorist outfits and their
bosses in Pakistan. There are sev-
eral convicts languishing in jails for
such crimes.  

By according a preferential
treatment to the killers of late Rajiv
Gandhi, the Supreme Court bench
of Justices BR Gavai and BV
Nagarathna doesn’t seem to have
upheld the rule of law,
Constitution, judicial precedents
and its own previous orders. There
is no greater crime than the attack
on the sovereignty of India and yet
the killers of the late Rajiv Gandhi
have been released. This would
mean that all other convicts for
even heinous crimes such as gan-
grape, assassination of political
leaders could demand similar
treatment as meted out to the
killers of the former Prime
Minister. There would be thou-
sands of such convicts in several of
the jails who would demand equal-
ity in treatment before the rule of
law and seek pardon. Will the
Supreme Court set all of them free?

Additionally, when did the
conduct in jails or the health con-
ditions of the convicts become
grounds for remission of their sen-
tences. This is baffling. This will set
such a precedence that the admin-
istration of justice will be serious-
ly impaired.

Chief Justice of India DY
Chandrachud should take suo
moto note of the grave lapse of jus-
tice by the Supreme Court bench
of Justices BR Gavai and BV

Nagarathna and constitute a larg-
er bench to address a host of
issues which have been raised by
the release of the killers of the for-
mer Prime Minister. The Centre
too should call an emergency
meeting and consider the chal-
lenges posed by the judgment. It is
pertinent that the remission of the
capital punishment on the basis of
the letters written by Sonia Gandhi
too should be reviewed. President
Draupadi Murmu being the
supreme leader of India can step in
and correct the lapse of judgment
by her predecessor KR Narayanan.

A joint session of Parliament
should examine reasons which
led to the Supreme Court bench of
Justices BR Gavai and BV
Nagarathna pass such a judgment,
which has shocked the nation. The
Supreme Court, being the top
judicial body of the country, can-
not fall victim to the subjectivity
of its judges. There has to be stan-
dard operating procedures in the
administration of justice. This
needs to be codified, and that is in
the domain of the legislature. In a
special session, Parliament must
work out a comprehensive Bill to
amend the Constitution to remove
even the remotest of the scope
which may allow the narrow con-
siderations of a few people, in
whatever positions they are, to
make a mockery of the sovereign-
ty of India and the patriotic spir-
it of the people of the nation. Time
is running short, and the action
must be taken before Nalini
Sriharan flies to London.
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Three days after her minis-
terial colleague Akhil Giri

made disparaging remarks
about President Droupadi
Murmu’s  looks triggering mas-
sive outrage in parts of India
including Bengal, Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee on
Monday said “sorry” and
informed that the erring
Minister had been strongly
warned against repeating such
“mistake.”

“I am sorry for what Akhil
Giri  said. I apologise on behalf
of the party though the party
has already issued an apology
… He has committed a mistake
and we are opposing it … he
has no right to speak like that,”
the Chief Minister said,
reminding how respectful she
has been towards the President.

While referring to how he
was regularly being foul-
mouthed  by Suvendu Adhikari
the Bengal Opposition Leader,
Giri had on Friday told  a
crowd at Nandigram that “he
(Adhikari) says that I  look like
a crow and that I am a half-pant
Minister … though we respect

the chair of the President …
how does the President look
like.”

Three days through, when
the tribal districts of Bengal
had seen a number of road
blockades and rallies, the Chief
Minister on Friday broke her
silence saying, “I personally
have great regards for the
President who is known for her
social works … I am fond of
her,” even as she sounded a tad
philosophical.

“When you talk of beauty
it cannot be regarded from the
colour of the skin or one’s
external looks … beauty comes
from within … it is an inner
quality … beauty does not lie
outside but inside you … I have
a great regard for the President
or even the Prime Minister
(NarendraModi), or other lead-
ers,” the Chief Minister said
giving, however, a faint expla-
nation for Giri’s remarks.

The Chief Minister said

that though she would not
support Giri and “have warned
him” against a repeat “mistake”,
the opposition leaders should
also watch out for their words.

“Every day canards are
being spread to malign the
Government and the State as a
whole … some provocative
statements are made which
are not acceptable at all,”
Banerjee said. The Chief
Minister’s balancing act is seen
in terms of the influence Giri
exercises in a section of voters
and the sizeable tribal popula-
tion of the State.

Banerjee had appointed
Giri — an influential leader —
and an uncle of the Opposition
Leader — TMC’s president of
East Midnapore district after
Suvendu Adhikari left that
party and joined the BJP in
2021.

While the Chief Minister’s
delay in coming out with a
statement against the Giri is
explained in terms of his strong
following in the district,
Banerjee also had to consider
the sizeable tribal population-
in the State that spread across
the districts of Purulia,
Bankura,West Midnapore,
Jhargram, Birbhum, West
Burdwan, Malda, North
Dinajpur, Jalpaiguri and
Alipuruduar. The tribal popu-
lation accounts for 10 percent
to 19 percent of votes in all
these districts.
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The CPI(M)-led Kerala Government suffered
yet another setback in the ongoing tussle

with Governor Arif Mohammed Khan as the
Kerala High Court on Monday declared null and
void the appointment of K Riji John as Vice-
Chancellor of the Kerala University of Fisheries
and Ocean Studies.

A Division Bench consisting of Chief
Justice S Manikumar and Justice Shaji P Chali
in their verdict said that John’s appointment was
in violation of the University Grants
Commission regulations and asked the
Chancellor to constitute a search team cum
selection committee for recommending a panel
of names to the Chancellor  in accordance with
the 2018 UGC guidelines. The court held that
the selection of  John as the Vice-Chancellor of
KUFOS “overlooking the UGC Regulations,
2018, cannot be sustained under law”.

Interestingly, the Kerala Cabinet led by Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan had on Saturday last
despatched an ordinance to the Raj Bhavan to
oust Governor Arif Mohammed Khan from the
post of Chancellor in the Universities in the State.
Two Ministers in the Kerala Government, R
Bindu, Minister of Higher Education who is also
the wife of CPI(M) polit bureau member A
Vijayaraghavan and P Rajeeve, Minister of
Industries who is the rising star in the party, had
issued ultimatum to the Governor to sign the
ordinance.

The petition challenging the appointment
of Riji John was filed by K.K. Vijayan from
Kochi. He pointed out that the appointment of
John was not in consonance with the 2018 UGC
regulations. The regulations required the selec-
tion committee to submit a panel of three names

to the Chancellor unanimously. However, the
selection committee had recommended the
name of  John alone for appointment to the post.
The Chancellor had later notified his appoint-
ment.

The petitioner also alleged that the selection
committee did not mention the experience John
had in the field of academic excellence. The
selection committee had recommended his
appointment without ascertaining his creden-
tials. He pointed out that the UGC Regulations
required a candidate applying for the post of
Vice-Chancellor to have 10 years of experience
as a professor in a University or possess ten years
of experience in research and academic admin-
istrative organization. But, he did not have both
of these qualifications, said Vijayan.

According to the petitioner, John had faced
disciplinary proceedings at his native universi-
ty, T.N. University for financial irregularities. As
a result, he resigned from T.N. University and
joined the fisheries university by direct appoint-
ment as Dean of Fisheries. Even his appointment
as Dean was illegal, Vijayan had said in his peti-
tion. The High Court verdict comes hardly 24
hours before the CPI(M) is scheduled to lay siege
to Raj Bhavan  demanding the President to call
back the Governor.
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Two days after he was
released on bail in a case

registered against him for
allegedly screening of the
Marathi film ‘Har Har
Mahadev’, Maharashtra’s for-
mer Minister and NCP leader
Jitendra Awhad on Monday
landed in bigger trouble as the
Thane police booked him for
allegedly trying to outrage a
woman from nearby township
Mumbra.

The Mumbra sprang a
nasty surprise on Awhad when
they registered a case against
him in the wee hours of
Monday under section 354
(assault or criminal force to
woman with intent to outrage
her modesty) following a com-
plaint lodged by a woman,
who alleged that he pushed her
while making way out of a
crowd that attended an event of
Chief Minister Eknath Shinde.

Fifty-nine-year-old Awhad,
an MLA from Mumbra-Kalwa
of Thane and is considered
close to NCP supremo Sharad
Pawar, was the Minister of
Medical Education,
Horticulture, Employment
Guarantee in the erstwhile
Democratic Front government
headed by Prithviraj Chavan

and Housing Minister in the
previous Uddhav Thackeray-
led Maha Vikas Aghadi gov-
ernment.

Within hours after an
offence was registered against
him, Awhad announced his
decision to resign as an MLA
and handed over his resigna-
tion letter to NCP’s state party
president Jayant Patil.  

Talking to media persons
later, Awhad said: “ In the past
I have been slapped cases under
sectionhs 30-7 ( attempt to
murder) and 323 ( voluntarily
causing hurt), I am used to
such offences registered against
me. This is for the first time
that a case of outraging the
modesty of a woman has been
registered against me. I believe
it is part of conspiracy hatahed
against me”.  

On Saturday, Awhad and
11 others were released on
bail a cash surety of �15,000
each.

It may be recalled that on
November 7, Awhad and his
supporters  had stalled the
screening of Marathi film ‘Har
Har Mahadev’ at a multiplex
theatre local at Viviana 
Mall. 

The Varatak Nagar police
had registered an offence
against Awhad and more than
100 others for their protest.
Subsequently, Awhad and 11
others were arrested in con-
nection with the crime.
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Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath,

during the Janata Darshan
organised at Gorakhpur on
Monday, assured visitors that
all the issues raised by them
would be resolved in a time-
bound manner and complete
arrangements would be made
for any assistance required in
serious illnesses.

After hearing the griev-
ances of nearly 400 people
during the Janata Darshan,
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
said, “Public welfare is the
government’s priority. All issues
raised will be resolved effec-
tively. Those suffering from
serious illnesses will be given all
possible help. The government

will immediately provide funds
to the needy upon receiving
estimates.”

The chief minister during
his interaction with the com-
plainants, himself reached out
to the people sitting on the
chairs. After hearing their
problems, the chief minister
referred their applications to
the authorities with necessary
instructions and assured every-
one of prompt and effective
action in every case.

On the occasion, the chief
minister also enquired from a
woman about her availing ben-
efits under the Ayushman
Bharat Yojana and directed
the authorities concerned to get
Ayushman cards made for
every eligible person, including
the woman. 

He assured the woman of
all possible financial assistance
for medical treatment saying,
“No medical treatment will
stop due to lack of money. 

The government will
immediately provide funds to
the needy upon receiving esti-
mates.”

In matters related to police
and revenue, the chief minister
directed the officials that every
issue be resolved expeditious-
ly and the proceedings should
be such that the complainant
does not have to suffer 
again.

While interacting with the
children who came with their
families to the Janata Darshan,
the Chief Minister gave his
blessings to all along with giv-
ing them sweets.
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Facing opposition from their
families, a teenage couple

allegedly committed suicide
by jumping before a speeding
train in Auraiya district early
Monday morning.

Surprisingly, the two had
eloped about a month back and
their families were searching
for them, and a complaint was
also lodged. 

As per reports, the police
were informed that a youth and
a girl committed suicide by
jumping in front of a train near
Rasulpur railway gate of 
Palwal. 

Both were later identified
as residents of Bahlolpur village
in Auraiya. 
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National president of
Bahujan Samaj Party and

former CM of Uttar Pradesh
Mayawati expressed concern
over the incident with Dalits in
Rae Bareli. She asked the gov-
ernment to take strict steps and
check atrocities against Dalits.
Mayawati tweeted about the
Rae Bareli incident on Monday
morning.

“In Rae Bareli, UP, the
‘dabangs’ killed many Dalits.
Similarly, incidents of atrocities
and Dalits and murders have
become common in the state,
which is sad, shameful and
condemnable. The government
should show full readiness and
seriousness in such matters
and take strict steps. This is the
demand of BSP”, she said.
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Awoman was allegedly raped in the name of halala after being
given triple talaq by her husband in Shahjahanpur, accord-

ing to a police official.
The official said that a court had ordered registration of the

FIR following which the probe was initiated into the incident.
He assured the arrest of the culprits in the incident and said that
the investigation would be carried out on a scientific basis.

“A case has been registered after the order of the court and
investigation has been undertaken. The medical examination of
the woman was conducted. Her statements were recorded in
court.  They would be arrested and interrogated,” Superintendent
of Police at Shahjahanpur, S Anand said on Monday.
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Against  the backdrop of sev-
eral Opposition leaders

including those from Congress
facing the music from central
agencies like Enforcement
Directorate and CBI, senior
Congress leader and
Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel has written a
letter to the ED against his pre-
decessor Raman Singh who
alongwith his son has amassed
disproportionate wealth.

Baghel has alleged that
Raman Singh’s property sud-
denly increased so much after
the Naan scam, for which he
does not have any proof. It has
been alleged in the letter that
the Naan scam took place dur-
ing the tenure of Raman Singh
and a  major part of the money
went to Raman Singh. 

Baghel has asked ED to
investigate the matter, howev-
er, Baghel did not receive any
reply from the agency.
Congress sources said if the ED
does not take cognizance of

Bhupesh Baghel’s letter then he
will approach the judiciary.

Top Congress leaders like
former chiefs Sonia Gandhi,
Rahul Gandhi, D K
Shivakumar, Jharkhand CM
and JMM leader Hemant Soren
and other top political leaders
from the Opposition side have
been facing probe by the ED in
recent times.

Baghel has said that the
immense wealth of Raman
Singh and his son should be
investigated so that the people
of the state can know the whole
truth of the corruption.

The CM also pointed
towards CM Madam (Wife of
Raman Singh), CM
Chintamani and said that
under whose pressure the ED
is not probing it against 
them. 

It is noteworthy that the
‘Naan’ scam came to light in
Chhattisgarh State Civil
Supplies Corporation, Raipur,
in which several senior officials
and employees of the Raman
Singh government were
allegedly involved in it.
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Hearing a petition by former
Maharashtra Chief

Minister Uddhav Thackeray
against the Election
Commission’s interim order
freezing Shiv Sena’s name and
election symbol, the Delhi
High Court on Monday asked
why it should not wait for the
final decision of the poll panel
on the dispute between the
party factions. 

Justice Sanjeev Narula
observed that the court would
ask the EC to decide the issue
of allotting the ‘bow and arrow’
symbol in a time-bound man-
ner and both factions can put
their contention before the
election panel. 

Advocate Sidhant Kumar,
appearing for Election
Commision, said that it was a
constitutional body and a spe-
cific timeline to arrive at a deci-
sion may not be 
directed.  

Senior counsel appearing
for the rival faction leader
Eknath Shinde claimed that
there was no need for the High
Court’s interference at this
stage when the “(interim)
direction has worked itself out”
after the conclusion of the
Andheri East assembly bye-poll
and now the “ball is in the
Election Commission’s 
court”. 

The Election Commission
(EC), in its October 8 interim
order, had barred the Shiv
Sena factions led by Thackeray
and Shinde from using the
party name and election sym-
bol in the Andheri East assem-
bly bye-poll.  

Justice Narula observed
that the court would ask the EC
to decide the issue of allotting
the ‘bow and arrow’ symbol to
one of the factions in a time-
bound manner while noting
that the two competing groups
were given separate election
symbols by the EC to contest
the bye-polls. 
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Samajwadi Party president
Akhilesh Yadav’s wife

Dimple Yadav, on Monday,
filed her nomination papers as
party candidate for the upcom-
ing Mainpuri Lok Sabha bypoll.

She was accompanied by
her family members while fil-
ing her nomination at the
Manipuri collectorate. Besides
her husband Akhilesh Yadav
other family members includ-
ing Tej Pratap Yadav,
Dharmendra Yadav, uncle Ram
Gopal Yadav and several SP
leaders and workers were pre-
sent on the occasion.

“With warm regards to
Netaji (Mulayam Singh Yadav),
we dedicate today’s nomination
to his principles and values.
Netaji’s blessings have always
been with all of us,” Dimple
wrote in a tweet. Dimple
Yadav’s nomination has four
proposers — AH Hashmi,
Ramnarayan Batham, Tej
Pratap Yadav and Alok 
Shakya.

However, Shivpal Singh
Yadav was not present there.
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From Page 1
“Collectively addressing

global challenges! Prime
Minister @narendramodi
emplanes for Bali, Indonesia to
participate in the 17th G20
Leaders’ Summit,” External
Affairs Ministry spokesperson
Arindam Bagchi tweeted along
with a photo of Modi emplan-
ing for the Southeast Asian
country.

“During my interactions at

the G20 summit, I will high-
light India’s achievements, and
our unwavering commitment
to collectively address global
challenges,” Modi said.

The G20 is an influential
bloc for global economic coop-
eration as it represents around
85 per cent of the global GDP,
over 75 per cent of the global
trade, and about two-thirds of
the world population.

The Prime Minister also
referred to India’s upcoming
presidency of the G-20 group-
ing. “In a significant moment
for our country and citizens,
President of Indonesia Joko
Widodo will hand over the G-
20 Presidency to India at the
closing ceremony of the Bali
Summit,” the Prime Minister

said.
The Prime Minister said he

was also looking forward to
addressing the Indian com-
munity in Bali at a reception on
Tuesday. “On the sidelines of
the G20 summit, I will meet
with leaders of several other
participating countries, and
review the progress in India’s
bilateral relations with them,”
he noted.

India is currently part of
the G20 Troika (current, pre-
vious and incoming G20
Presidencies) comprising
Indonesia, Italy and India.

The Prime Minister is
attending the summit at the
invitation of the Indonesian
President. Indonesia is the cur-
rent chair of the G-20.
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Missiles fired from Iran tar-
geted bases of an exiled

Iranian Kurdish opposition
group in neighbouring Iraq on
Monday, killing at least one
person and wounding eight,
local officials said.

It was the latest in a series of
such attacks in recent weeks.

The casualty number from

Iran's salvo in the northern
province of Sulimaniyah in
Iraq's semi-autonomous
Kurdish-run region was not
immediately clear.

Korosh Nosrati, an official
with the opposition group that
was targeted said three people
were killed. Saman Barzanji,
the regional Kurdish Health
Minister said the number of
fatalities was expected to rise.

Iran's paramilitary Revolu-
tionary Guard confirmed the
attack and said it had targeted
the bases of “terrorist groups” by
drones and missiles, according
to Iran's official IRNA news
agency.

Kurdish Prime Minister
Masrour Barzani condemned
the attack, saying it was a “vio-
lation” of Iraq and the Kurdish
region's sovereignty.
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President Joe Biden and
Chinese President Xi
Jinping opened their first

in-person meeting Monday
since the US president took
office nearly two years ago,
amid increasing economic and
security tensions between the
two superpowers as they com-
pete for global influence.

Xi and Biden greeted each
other with a handshake at a lux-
ury resort hotel in Indonesia,
where they are attending the
Group of 20 summit of large
economies. As they began their
conversation, Biden said he and
Xi have a “responsibility” to
show that their nations can
“manage our differences” and
identify areas of mutual coop-
eration. Xi added that he hoped
the pair would “elevate the rela-
tionship” and that he was pre-
pared to have a “candid and in-
depth exchange of views” with
Biden.

Both men entered the high-
ly anticipated meeting with bol-
stered political standing at home.
Democrats triumphantly held

onto control of the US Senate,
with a chance to boost their
ranks by one in a runoff election
in Georgia next month, while Xi
was awarded a third five-year
term in October by the Commu-
nist Party's national congress, a
break with tradition.

“We have very little misun-
derstanding,” Biden told
reporters in Phnom Penh, Cam-
bodia on Sunday, where he par-
ticipated in a gathering of south-
east Asian nations before leav-
ing for Indonesia. “We just got
to figure out where the red lines
are and ... What are the most
important things to each of us
going into the next two years.” 

Biden added: “His circum-
stance has changed, to state the
obvious, at home.” The president
said of his own situation: “I
know I'm coming in stronger.” 

White House aides have
repeatedly sought to play down
any notion of conflict between
the two nations and have
emphasized that they believe the
two countries can work in tan-
dem on shared challenges such
as climate change and health
security. 
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The Canadian Armed Forces
(CAF) have announced

that permanent residents,
which includes a large number
of Indians, will now be allowed
to enlist, as the military strug-
gles with low recruitment lev-
els, according to a media
report.

The move also comes five
years after the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police (RCMP)
announced that they're chang-
ing their "outdated recruit-
ment process" which will allow
permanent residents who have
lived in Canada for 10 years to
apply, CTV News reported.
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Congress is returning to an extreme-
ly volatile post-election landscape,

with control of the House still unde-
cided, party leadership in flux and a
potentially consequential lame-duck
session with legislation on gay marriage,
Ukraine and government funding.

Newly elected members of Congress arrived
for Monday's orientation amid jarring disap-
pointments for Republicans, setting up rocky inter-
nal party leadership elections for GOP leader
Kevin McCarthy and Senate Republican leader
Mitch McConnell. Republicans suffered one of the

most disappointing midterm outcomes
in decades when a mighty red wave
forecast for the House never hit.

Democrats performed better than
expected, keeping narrow control of the
Senate and pressing a long shot race for
the House. But they, too, face leadership
turmoil as Republicans pick up House
seats toward majority control that

would threaten Speaker Nancy Pelosi's gavel.
“There are all kinds of ways to exert influence,”

Pelosi said Sunday, deflecting questions about her
future if Democrats lose control of the House.
“Speaker has awesome power, but I will always
have influence.”
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Discord over Russia's war on
Ukraine and festering ten-

sions between the US and China
are proving to be ominous back-
drops for world leaders gather-
ing in Indonesia's tropical Bali
island for a summit of the
Group of 20 biggest economies
starting Tuesday. 

With recession looming as
central banks fight decades-
high inflation partly brought on
by the war, US Treasury
Secretary Janet Yellen said that
ending the conflict would be the
"single best thing that we can do
for the global economy."

British Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak, writing in the newspaper

The Telegraph, called Russia a
"rogue state" and slammed its
president, Vladimir Putin, for
staying away.

"Leaders take responsibility.
They show up. Yet, at the G-20
summit in Indonesia this week,
one seat will remain vacant,"
wrote Sunak, who took office

last month. "The man who is
responsible for so much blood-
shed in Ukraine and economic
strife around the world will not
be there to face his peers. He
won't even attempt to explain his
actions." 

Pressures have been mount-
ing as Russian attacks destroy
vital infrastructure in Ukraine,
adding to miseries in damaged
cities just as winter cold takes
hold. 

The G-20 meetings pro-
vide another opportunity for
leaders to show unity in their
support for Ukraine, discus-
sions that “are inseparable from
those on how we can strength-
en our collective security," Sunak
said. 

�&�� C&�7�D=

Ukrainian President Volod-
ymyr Zelenskyy made a

triumphant visit to the newly lib-
erated city of Kherson on
Monday, hailing the Russian
withdrawal as the “beginning of
the end of the war” but also
acknowledging the heavy price
Ukrainian soldiers are paying in
their grinding effort to push
back the invading force.

The retaking of Kherson
was one of Ukraine's biggest suc-
cesses in nearly nine months
since the invasion. 

It served another stinging
blow to the Kremlin and could
become a springboard for fur-

ther advances into occupied
territory. Zelenskyy walked the
streets of the city Monday, just
hours after warning in his night-
ly video address of booby traps
and mines left behind by the
Russians before their retreat.

“This is the beginning of the
end of the war,” he said. 

“We are step by step coming
to all the temporarily occupied
territories.”
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India's edible oil import bill
rose 34.18 per cent to Rs 1.57

lakh crore in the oil year ending
October 2022, while in volume
terms it rose 6.85 per cent to
140.3 lakh tonnes, industry
body SEA said on Monday.

India, the world's leading
vegetable oil buyer, had import-
ed 131.3 lakh tonnes of edible
oils in the 2020-21 oil year
(November-October) for Rs 1.17
lakh crore in the previous year,
according to the Solvent
Extractors Association of India
(SEA).

Import gradually increased
during the first two quarters and
it slowed down in the third quar-
ter. However, it again increased
in the fourth quarter due to the
lifting of a ban on palm oil by
Indonesia and a sharp decline in
international prices which
boosted buying from India, it
said. According to SEA, high
volatility in palm oil prices this
year affected India's palm oil
buying.

In March-April for a brief

period, palm oil was as expen-
sive as soft oils. Its availability
was further affected in May-June
by Indonesia's decision to ban
exports. As expected, India's
palm oil buying plunged and
import of soft oil rose, it said.

As a result, there was a
decrease in palm oil import at
79.15 lakh tonnes during the
2021-22 oil year, when com-
pared with 83.21 lakh tonnes in
the previous year, while soft oil
import rose to 61.15 lakh tonnes
this year, from 48.12 lakh tonnes
in the previous year, it said in a
statement.

Among palm oil products,
SEA said import of RBD pal-
molein saw more than two
times jump to 18.41 lakh tonnes
in 2021-22, as against 6.86 lakh
tonnes in the previous year.
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To streamline the disclosure
requirements, Sebi has pro-

posed mandating top 250 list-
ed companies to confirm or
deny any information report-
ed in the mainstream media,
which may have material effect
on the listed entity.

In addition, Sebi has sug-
gested reducing the timeline to
12 hours from the occurrence

of event or information from 24
hours at present for making
disclosure to the stock
exchanges.

To bring uniformity in the
"Materiality Policy" across list-
ed entities, it has been proposed
a quantitative criteria of min-
imum threshold for disclosure
of events based on the value or
the expected quantitative
impact of the event, Sebi said
in its consultation paper made

public on Monday.
These proposals are aimed

at streamlining the disclosure
requirements for material
events or information required
under LODR (Listing Obliga-
tions and Disclosure Require-
ments) rules and keeping pace
with the changing market
dynamics. The regulator has
sought comments from the
public till November 27 on the
suggestions.
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The rupee depreciated by 48
paise to close at 81.26 (pro-

visional) against the US dollar on
Monday, tracking the recovery
in the American currency and
a muted trend in domestic equi-
ties. Forex traders said rising
crude oil prices also weighed on
investor sentiments.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local unit
opened on a strong note at

80.53, but pared gains and final-
ly settled at 81.26 against the
American currency, registering
a fall of 48 paise over its last
close. On Friday, the rupee
appreciated by 62 paise to close
at 80.78 against the dollar.

"Indian Rupee depreciated
on recovery in US Dollar and
weak domestic markets.
However, Rupee opened higher
on upbeat macroeconomic
data," said Anuj Choudhary -
Research Analyst at Sharekhan
by BNP Paribas.

India's industrial production
expanded by 3.1 per cent in
September, boosted by manu-
facturing, mining and power
sectors, according to official
data released on Friday.
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Smartphone shipment in
India declined by 10 per

cent to hit a three-year low of 43
million shipment in the July-
September 2022 period, market
research firm International Data
Corporation said on Monday.

The 5G smartphone share
reached 36 per cent of total
smartphones during the report-
ed quarter with 16 million units
at a slightly higher average sell-
ing price of USD 393, about Rs
32,000, apiece compared to
USD 377, about Rs 30,600, in
the previous quarter.

"India smartphone market
declined 10 per cent year-over-
year (YoY) shipping 43 million
units in July-September 2022.
This was the lowest third-quar-
ter shipment since 2019 despite
an earlier onset of the Diwali
festivities. Weakening demand
and increasing device prices
negatively impacted festive buy-
ing," International Data
Corporation's (IDC) Worldwide
Quarterly Mobile Phone Trac-
ker report said.

IDC Device Research
Associate Vice President
Navkendar Singh said that the
inventory pile up and post-fes-
tive cyclical demand tapering
will lead to a muted December
2022 quarter and the annual
shipment of 2022 is likely to
decline by 8-9 per cent to
around 150 million units.

"The major challenges
going into 2023 are the impact
of inflation on consumer
demand, increasing device costs,
and slow feature phone-to-
smartphone migration. How-
ever, the migration of 4G smart-
phone users to 5G smartphones
should give a growth fillip to the
market in 2023, especially in the
mid-premium and above seg-
ments," Singh said.
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New Delhi: Lack of a consensus between the Centre and Delhi Govt
is jeopardising the payment of award money to the DAMEPL. The
meeting held on November 10, to discuss the payment of the arbi-
tral award to DAMEPL, remained inconclusive with no consen-
sus emerging between the two key stakeholders (Centre and Delhi
Govt) on the modalities to raise funds for the payment of �5,000
crore to the DAMEPL against the Supreme Court decree.
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Bhubaneswar: The first international campus of the Kalinga
Institute of Social Sciences (KISS, Bhubaneswar) has been inau-
gurated in Dhaka, Bangladesh . The new campus, known as Daffodil
Institute of Social Sciences (DISS), was inaugurated by the founder
of KIIT-KISS University and Lok Sabha MP Dr Achyuta Samanta
on Sunday. The residential campus has been modelled after KISS.
It will be a constituent of the Daffodil International University (DIU),
the largest university in Bangladesh. 
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Raipur: The four-day orientation programme for the newly admit-
ted first year B Tech students of IIIT-Naya Raipur was inaugurat-
ed on Monday. The programme has been designed to cover detailed
insight into IIIT-NR's culture, academics, administration, and per-
sonality development activities conducted in the institute. As many
as 180 students, their parents, faculty and staff members of the insti-
tute attended the programme.
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The Centre is ready for
bringing petrol and diesel
under the GST regime

but it is unlikely that the states
will agree to such a move,
Petroleum and Natural Gas
Minister Hardeep Singh Puri

said on Monday.
“For bringing the petrol

and diesel under the GST, the
states have to agree. If the
states make the move, we are
ready. We have been ready all
along. That's my understand-
ing. It is another issue how to
implement it. That question

should be addressed to the
finance minister,” Puri told
reporters here.

The minister, however,
pointed out that it is unlikely
that the states will agree to such
a move as liquor and energy are
revenue generating items for
them.

“It is not difficult to under-
stand, they (states) get revenue
out of this. One who is getting
revenue, why would he leave it?
Liquor and energy are two
things that generate revenue. It
is only the Central government
which is worried about infla-
tion and other things,” he
added.

The Union minister said
the Kerala High Court had sug-
gested that the issue be placed
before the Goods and Services
Tax (GST) Council for discus-
sion at its last meeting in
Lucknow. 

“The finance minister of
that state did not agree. As far
as GST is concerned, your
wishes and my wishes apart, we
are in a cooperative federal sys-
tem,” he said.

Asked if the people can
expect some respite in terms of
fuel prices, the minister said
India has seen one of the low-
est increases in these prices in
the past one year.

“I am surprised by your
question. In lighter vein, peo-
ple are asking me when the
prices will rise again. In North
America, the fuel prices went

up by 43 per cent in one year
but in India it went up by only
two per cent. 

“If there is a bright spot
anywhere in the world, it's
India. It's not me saying it, it is
Morgan Stanley. It's the man-
aging director of IMF saying
this,” Puri said.

The minister said India
has been able to insulate itself
from the rising fuel prices by
taking a number of steps,
including reducing the excise
duty by the Centre .

“There are some countries
in our neighbourhood which
have fuel shortages, and prices
are exorbitant. But we did not
have shortages even in the
remote areas of the country. It
has been a very strong naviga-
tion at the level of the Centre
and the states. What will hap-
pen in future it is difficult to
say.

“During Covid in March
2020, the price of an oil barrel
had come down to USD 19. 56
which is now USD 96. I don't
answer hypothetical questions
but the efforts of the Central
government will be that prices
remain stable,” he said. 
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Auto component suppliers are expected to log
an 8-10 per cent growth in revenue this fis-

cal driven by healthy demand from domestic
original equipment manufacturers (OEMs) and
pent-up demand from the aftermarket, accord-
ing to a report.

However, rating agency ICRA in the report
said headwinds persist on the exports front for
the auto component suppliers.

For the first half of the current fiscal, the
industry reported a year-on-year growth of 29
per cent, ICRA said on Monday, based on pro-
jections from 49 auto ancillaries with aggregate
annual revenues of close to Rs 3,00,000 crore.

The export orders have slowed down in the
last few months, impacted by inflationary pres-
sures, geopolitical tensions, and supply-chain
issues.

"Domestic original equipment manufactur-
er (OEM) demand constitutes almost 50 per cent
of sales for the Indian auto component indus-

try. This is likely to remain healthy in FY2023,
with double-digit growth expected in both pas-
senger vehicle and commercial vehicle segments,"
said Vinutaa S, Vice President and Sector Head
at ICRA.

Further, according to ICRA, demand for
public and private transport is expected to remain
healthy with an increase in mobility, supported
partly by the reopening of schools and offices.

This, along with steady freight movement,
is likely to aid replacement volumes in the near-
term, among other factors, it stated.
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Uttar Pradesh's Vidhi and
Deepika of Haryana regis-

tered new girls' Under-18
national records in shot put and
javelin throw respectively on the
fourth day of the 37th AFI
National Junior Athletics
Championships here on
Monday. Vidhi, who will turn 18
next month, became the first
Indian U-18 shot putter to
breach the 16m mark with her
second try of 16.18m.

She improved on the U-18
national record set at 15.99m by
Kachnar Chaudhary in
Coimbatore in 2016.

Vidhi followed that up with
two more efforts over 16m,
marking 16.56m on her fourth
attempt as the new benchmark

in the age-group.
Deepika, who won a silver

medal in the Asian U-18 meet
in Kuwait a month ago,
improved her own U-18 nation-
al record of 51.84m set in the
National U-18 Championships
in Bhopal in September with a
throw of 52.75m on her second
try.

She further recorded throws
of 53.17m and 53.36m.

Sanjay Vishnoi of Rajasthan
also broke the national record
while winning the boys' U-16
javelin throw competition.

On a day when as many as
five throwers breached the 60m,
Vishnoi's fifth attempt of 62.47m
was not only a winning throw,
but also helped him break
Bihar's Virender Yadav's record
of 62.16m.
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Batsman Theunis de Bruyn
has been recalled to the

South African squad for a
three-Test tour of Australia in
December and January, Cricket
South Africa announced on
Monday.

The 30-year-old played in
12 Test matches between 2017
and 2019.

He scored a century against
Sri Lanka in Colombo in 2018
but failed to reach fifty in 22
other innings.

His recall and the inclusion
of wicketkeeper-batsman Hein-
rich Klaasen, 31, add maturity
to a fragile batting order.

Klaasen has only played in
one Test but has an average of
45.30 in 80 first-class matches
and has played in 30 ODIs and
38 T20Is.

Rassie van der Dussen, 33,
also returns to add stability to
the batting after recovering
from a broken finger.

That kept him out of the
recent T20 World Cup in
Australia, where South Africa
were eliminated after losing
their last group match against
the Netherlands.

Captain Dean Elgar, vice-
captain Temba Bavuma, fast
bowler Kagiso Rabada and
left-arm spinner Keshav

Maharaj are the only survivors
from the squad that gained a 2-
1 victory on South Africa's pre-
vious Test tour of Australia in
2016/17.

Australia and South Africa
are currently first and second
on the International Cricket
Council World Test champi-
onship table and will be seek-
ing to secure a place in the final
in England next year.

Only two South Africans,
Sarel Erwee and wicketkeeper
Kyle Verreynne, have made
centuries in ten Test matches
since the start of the 2021/22
season.

They both came in the
same match against New
Zealand in Christchurch in
February.

Bavuma is the only bats-
man to have averaged more
than 40 runs an innings during
that period.

The promising Keegan
Petersen, with a Test average of

35.40, was ruled out of the tour
because of a torn hamstring,
while Ryan Rickelton, who
batted without success in South
Africa’s most recent Test, in
England in September, has an
ankle injury.

South Africa have a strong
fast bowling attack, led by
Rabada, who will be backed up
by Anrich Nortje, Lungi Ngidi
and tall left-armer Marco
Jansen.

Also included is uncapped
fast bowler Gerald Coetzee.

South Africa’s coaching
staff also lacks experience fol-
lowing the resignation of for-
mer Test wicketkeeper Mark
Boucher.

Malibongwe Maketa, who
was assistant to former head
coach Ottis Gibson between
2017 and 2019, has been appo-
inted as interim coach. He has
not previously been involved in
a tour of Australia.

�-���
Dean Elgar (capt), Temba
Bavuma, Gerald Coetzee,
Theunis de Bruyn, Sarel Erwee,
Simon Harmer, Marco Jansen,
Heinrich Klaasen (wkt), Keshav
Maharaj, Lungi Ngidi, Anrich
Nortje, Kagiso Rabada,
Glenton Stuurman, Rassie van
der Dussen, Kyle Verreynne
(wkt), Khaya Zondo.
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Rafael Nadal suffered a disas-
trous start to his bid to win

the ATP Finals for the first
time after crashing to a 7-6 (7/3),
6-1 defeat to Taylor Fritz on
Sunday. The year-ending Finals
is the only major trophy miss-
ing from Tennis icon Nadal's list
of honours but his straight-sets
loss means he will struggle to
escape the round-robin stage.

The 36-year-old realistical-
ly needs to win both his remain-
ing matches against Green
Group opponents Casper Ruud
and Felix Auger-Alissime if he
is to make the semi-finals.

Fritz is at the Finals for the
first time in his career after
replacing injured world number
one Carlos Alcaraz and gave
Nadal a torrid time with some
aggressive tennis.

"I did a good job, protecting
my serve, holding my serve
and I did very well in tie-break-
er," said Fritz on court.

"Once I got through that I
just wanted to do the same thing
I was doing in the second set,
protecting my serve and capi-
talise on break points when I got
them."

Ruud was also a straight-sets
winner over Auger-Alissime, 7-
6 (7/4), 6-4, in the day's other
singles contest. the Norwegian
sits behind Fritz in the standings
with the top two from each
group progressing to the semis.

The world number four
came through an uninspiring
encounter in one hour and 51
minutes after claiming his one
and only chance to break
Canadian Auger-Alissime's
serve in game seven of the sec-
ond set.

This season's Roland Garros
and US Open finalist then
served out the rest of the set to
claim the win.
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Tournament's leading run-
getter Virat Kohli and
Suryakumar Yadav were

on Monday named in the "Most
Valuable Team" of ICC 2022 T20
World Cup.

Indian superstar Kohli
ended as the tournament's most
prolific batter with 296 runs at
a stunning average of 98.66.

Kohli kick-started his cam-
paign with a pivotal 82 not out
against arch rivals Pakistan to
anchor his side to a heart-
thumping final-ball four-wick-
et victory.

And further knocks of 64
not out against Bangladesh, 62
not out against the Netherlands
and 50 against England in the
semi-finals helped round off an
individual competition to
savour for one of the greatest
white-ball batters of the modern
era.

Fellow Indian Suryakumar
finished as the tournament's
third highest run-scorer with
239 runs overall.

Three half centuries — 51
not out against the Netherlands
in Sydney, 68 against South
Africa in Perth and 61 not out
off just 25 balls against
Zimbabwe in Melbourne —
helped haul his side into the
semi-finals as he scored at a stag-
gering strike rate of 189.68 in his
six innings.

Another Indian, Hardik
Pandya was named as the 12th
man of the side.

Captain, wicketkeeper and
opening batter Jos Buttler, fellow
opener Alex Hales and seamer
Sam Curran all made the cut for
England.

New Zealand star Glenn
Phillips and Zimbabwe ace
Sikandar Raza occupy the No.5
and 6 positions in the playing
eleven. Phillips' stunning centu-
ry against Sri Lanka catapulted
his team to a comfortable 65-run
victory in Sydney.

Another innings of 62
against England helped him
reach a total of 201 runs at an
average of 40.20.

For Raza, 219 runs and 10
wickets, proved pivotal assets for
Zimbabwe with both bat and
ball.

Completing the middle
order is Pakistan all-rounder

Shadab Khan, who grabbed an
impressive 11 wickets at an
average of just 15.00.

And he was similarly
impressive with the bat, striking
a solid 92 runs at an average of
24.50 to help fire his side to the
final in Melbourne.

Sam Curran and Anrich
Nortje line up at No.8 and 9,
with the former being crowned
Player of the Tournament after
a series of spellbinding bowling
displays.

The left-arm seamer
claimed remarkable figures of 3
for 12 off his four overs in the
final after getting his tournament
underway with a similarly scin-
tillating five for 10 against
Afghanistan.

Another bowler who starred
was pace ace Nortje, who func-
tioned as a vital weapon in
South Africa's armoury after fin-
ishing with a tournament-best
average of just 8.54.

Nortje conceded just 94
runs while in the process of tak-
ing his 11 wickets as four scalps
against both Bangladesh and
Pakistan helped him become
one of the competition's most
fearsome bowlers.

Rounding off the side at
No.10 and 11 are fellow pace
bowlers Mark Wood and
Shaheen Shah Afridi, who took
nine and 11 wickets respective-

ly for England and Pakistan.
Taking his place as 12th

man is Indian all-rounder
Hardik Pandya, who starred
with both bat and ball by rack-
ing up 128 runs and eight wick-
ets.

The dangerous middle-
order ace blasted 63 against
England in the semi-finals after
also took key wickets against
Pakistan, Bangladesh and
Zimbabwe throughout the Super
12s.
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Adil Rashid's game changing
performances in England's

T20 World Cup winning cam-
paign could certainly make him
a hot property at the upcoming
IPL auction in Kochi on
December 23.

Rashid, who literally choked
India and Pakistan in the semi-
final and final with high profile
scalps like Suryakumar Yadav
and Babar Azam, could once
again be seen in an IPL team jer-
sey after his stint with Punjab
Kings.

"Yes, I will be putting up my
name in IPL auctions this time,"
Rashid said after the World
Cup final on Sunday.

When asked if he has been
in talks with any team, he replied
in the negative. While Rashid
might have got only four wick-
ets in six games, he finished his
full quota of overs in all games
at an economy rate of 6.12.

And what could interest
the franchisees is the pace at
which he bowled, potentially
making him more effective than
ever on tracks like Eden
Gardens, Chepauk or Uppal.
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England wicketkeeper bat-

ter Sam Billings on Monday
opted out of next year's Indian

Premier League to focus on the
longer format of the game.

Billings played eight games
for Kolkata Knight Riders ear-
lier this year, scoring 169 runs an
an average of 24.14. He made his
IPL debut in 2016.

"Have taken the tough deci-
sion that I won't be taking part
in the next IPL. Looking to focus
on longer format cricket at the
start of the English summer with
@kentcricket," Billings tweeted.

"Thank you so much for the
opportunity @kkriders ! Loved
every minute of it. An amazing
franchise with some brilliant
people. Hopefully see you again
in the future."

The 31-year-old had made
his unexpected Test debut in
January when he was brought
into the side in the last minute
for the fourth Ashes Test against
Australia in Hobart.

He then went on to play a
Test each against New Zealand
and India later in the year.

Billings has also played 25
ODIs and 37 T20Is for England.
He was not part of England's vic-
torious T20 World Cup squad in
Australia.

He made the announce-
ment to withdraw from IPL a
day before the deadline for play-
er retention by the teams. The
mini auction will take place in
Kochi on December 23.
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Former India captain and
coach Anil Kumble feels

having totally different
squads in limited overs and
Test format is the way for-
ward for the country in
international cricket.

England's roaring suc-
cess in ODIs and T20Is has
ignited the debate for differ-
ent teams and coaches in
white and red ball cricket.

"Definitely, you need
separate teams. You need,
certainly, T20 specialists. I
think what this English team
has shown and even the last
(T20) World Cup champi-
ons Australia have shown is
that you need to invest in a
lot of allrounders. Look at
the batting order," Kumble
told ESPNcricinfo.

"Today Liam Living-
stone is batting at No. 7. No
other team has a No. 7 of the
quality of Livingstone.
(Marcus) Stoinis walks in at
No. 6 (for Australia). That's
the kind of team you have to
build. That's something that
you need to invest in.

"I'm not really sure
whether you need a differ-
ent captain or a different
coach. It all depends on
what team you are going to
pick and then choose how
you want to build the sup-
port and the leadership
around it."
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Hardik Pandya should be
made full-time captain

in the shortest format ahead of
the 2024 T20 World Cup and
India need to start rebuilding
from the limited over series in
New Zealand, said former
chairman of the selection
committee Krishnamachari
Srikkanth. "See if I was the
Chairman of the selection
committee, I would say that
Hardik Pandya should be the
captain of the 2024 World
Cup, straight away, I'd put it
that way – number one,"
Srikkanth said on Star Sports
show 'Match Point'.

"And start rebuilding a
side right from today, that is
from the New Zealand series
which is going to happen in a

weeks' time.
"You start from today, the

preparation for the World cup,
you need to understand, starts
2 years in advance. So, you do
whatever you want to do, the
trial and error policy, do what-
ever you want, try it for one
year, then you form a team and
by 2023 make sure this is
going to be at the level that is
going to play the World Cup.
"

India will play three T20Is
and as many ODIs in New
Zealand starting Friday, where
Hardik will lead the side in the
shortest format.

Former India pacer Irfan
Pathan, who was part of the
country's 2007 T20 World
Cup-winning team, said India
should not depend on just one
captain and need to develop a

group of leaders in the squad.
"I'm not saying that if you

change the captain you change
the result, if you go like that
you're not going to change the
result. And with Hardik

Pandya, you need to under-
stand, we all need to under-
stand, that he's a fast bowling
all-rounder. He has injury
issues as well," he said.

"What if he is your captain
who is getting injured right
before the World cup? And if
you don't have any other
leader ready, you'll be in a
mess.

"So, what I personally
think is that Hardik Pandya is
a leader, who has done very
well in the Gujarat Titians,
won IPL, won the champi-
onship trophy. You need to
find not one, but two leaders
going forward to build their
mark. You know just like we
talk about openers - we need
to have a group of openers, we
also need to have a group of
leaders."
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Swashbuckling Australia
opening batter David

Warner has hinted at Test
retirement next year but he is
likely to continue playing
white-ball cricket.

Warner's comments came
after hosts Australia made an
early exit from the T20 World
Cup.

"Test cricket will probably
be the first one to fall off.
Potentially it could be my last
12 months in Test cricket,"
Warner said on 'Triple M's
Deadset Legends' show.

"Because that's how it will
pan out. The T20 World Cup is
in 2024, (one-day) World Cup
next year."

The 36-year-old left-hand-
ed batter has played 96 Test
matches since making his debut
in 2011 and has scored 7817
runs at an average of 46.52 with
24 hundreds and 34 fifties.

He has also played 138
ODIs (5799 runs at 44.60 aver-
age) and 99 T20Is (2894 runs
at 32.88 average).

Australia's busy 2023 Test

cricket schedule involves a
Border-Gavaskar Trophy in
India (February-March) and
Ashes in England from June 16
to July 31.

The 50-over World Cup
will be held in India in
October-November next year,
before T20's next showpiece
tournament in the Caribbean
and USA in 2024.

Warner, however, made
clear he intends to play in
both.

"But I love the white-ball
game; it's amazing," he said.

Despite averaging 11 in
Australia's failed T20 World
Cup campaign, Warner has no
plans to quit the shortest for-
mat.

"T20 cricket - I love the
game. I will be looking to get
to 2024," Warner said.

"For all those people saying
I am past it and a lot of those
old people are past it, look out.
Be careful what you wish for."
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Star Indian boxer Lovlina
Borgohain on Monday said

the Asian Championship gold
medal is "extremely significant"
as she claimed it during her first
tournament in a new weight cat-
egory and it will play a "decisive
role" to regain her lost form.

Lovlina has been struggling
with form since she won the
Olympic bronze medal in Tokyo
last year. She changed her weight
category from 69 kg to 75 kg
keeping in mind the Paris
Olympics as her division does
not feature among the six cate-
gories announced for womens
boxing. Last week, the 25-year-
old from Assam produced a
determined show to clinch the
gold medal in her maiden
appearance in the middleweight
division at the Championships
in Amman, Jordan.

"This gold means a lot to
me. Its very significant. This is
a confidence booster," Lovilna
said after she returned to the
country along with the boxing
contingent on Monday.

"This was my first champi-
onship in a new weight catego-
ry and I won a gold. So I know
that I am in the right direction.

"I had a very good run in the
championship and was at ease
with my punches and move-
ment. I am regaining form and
expecting to peak at the right
time. These wins matter a lot."

Borgohain, who also has
two Asian Championships
bronze medals, said she will try
to improve further and hoped to
win the gold medal at next
year's World Championships,
which will be held in India.

"Well, I have won a bronze
medal in Olympics last year. I
am trying to do well in every

championship. My immediate
target is to win a gold medal in
next year's World Championship

to be held in New Delhi.
"Off course my ultimate

aim is to win a gold at the Paris

Olympics. I am striving and
working hard to achieve that. I
hope my best comes out at the
right time," she said.

India won 12 medals — four
gold, two silver and six bronze
in the championship. Interest-
ingly, all the four gold medals
were won by women boxers.

Besides Borgohain, Parveen
Hooda (63 kg), Saweety Boora
(81kg) and Alfiya Pathan (81kg
+) won the other three gold
medals.

"I congratulated all the three
boxers. They are really good
boxers. Parveen is young and
gifted boxer who has good tech-
nique, while Saweety and Alfiya
are very strong and powerful,"
she said.

"I am sure they have a great
future ahead of them. They can
do very well and win medals in
the World Championship and
Olympics as well."
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Star Indian shuttler Kidambi
Srikanth has pulled out of the

Australian Open Super 300 bad-
minton tournament beginning
here on Tuesday.

Srikanth, thus, joined
Lakshya Sen and doubles duo
Satwiksairaj Rankreddy and
Chirag Shetty in withdrawing
from the $180,000 tournament.

Placed at number 10 in the
Race to Guanzhou rankings,
Srikanth needed to win the
tournament to have any hopes
of qualifying for the season-end-
ing World Tour Final in
December.

But the 29-year-old from
Guntur, who had claimed the
bronze medal at Common-
wealth Games and also played a
heroic role in India's epic
Thomas Cup win this year,
decided to give it a miss.

Srikanth had reached the
semifinals in his last tourna-
ment at Hylo Open in
Saarbrucken, Germany. The
Indian had finished at the last
four at Korea Open and Swiss
Open as well.

His withdrawl means HS
Prannoy will India's only repre-
sentation at the World Tour
Finals, especially after the dou-
ble Olympic medallist PV
Sindhu too pulled out of the
Guangzhou event on Sunday.

India's challenge at Austra-
lian Open will be led by Sameer
Verma, who is coming back
from a long injury lay-off. He

will open his campaign against
Nathan Tang. Sameer, who is a
former world No. 11, had won
three BWF tournaments —
Swiss Open, Hyderabad Open
and Syed Modi International in
2018 to qualify for the World
Tour Final but he lost his rhythm
after that, followed by COVID-
induced break.

His return last year was
shortlived as he had to retire
from Denmark Open quarterfi-
nals with a calf injury. He also
had issues with his hip and
shoulder.

He looked in good touch
during his three-game win over
world no. 8 Anthony Sinisuka

Ginting in the French Open.
Mithun Manjunath, who

had reached the finals at Orleans
Masters Super 100 event and two
international challenge in
Nagpur and Bengaluru, will be
up against second seed Loh
Kean Yew of Singapore.

In women's singles, Tanya
Hemanth will be up against Goh
Jin Wei of Malaysia and Anwe-
sha Gowda will meet local play-
er Pitchaya Elysia Viravong.

In doubles, women's pair of
Simran Singhi and Ritika Tha-
ker and men's combination of
Hariharan Amsakarunan and
Ruban Kumar Rethinasabapathi
will also be in the fray.
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Cristiano Ronaldo
revealed in a wide-rang-
ing interview Sunday

that he felt "betrayed" by
Manchester United's attempts
to offload him in the summer
transfer window.

Ronaldo also took aim at
United manager Erik ten Hag,
saying he has no respect for the
Dutchman.

When asked if he felt the
Red Devils had tried to force
him out, Ronaldo told British
broadcaster Piers Morgan, "Yes,
not only the coach, but anoth-
er two or three guys (at the
senior executive level)."

Ronaldo added: "I felt
betrayed. ... I felt that some peo-
ple don't want me here, not
only this year but last year, too."

Ten Hag said repeatedly
during the summer that
Ronaldo wasn't for sale and was
a part of his plans for the 2022-
23 season. Since then, the five-
time Ballon d'Or winner has
made just four Premier League
starts, featuring almost exclu-
sively in the lower-tier Europa
League.

When Ronaldo refused to
come on as a substitute during
United's 2-0 win over
Tottenham Hotspur in October,
Ten Hag dropped him from the
squad entirely. The coach rein-
stated him shortly thereafter.

"I don't have respect for
him because he doesn't show
respect for me," Ronaldo said
of Ten Hag. "If you don't have
respect for me, I'm never gonna
have respect for you."

The Portuguese star made
similarly dismissive comments
of Ralf Rangnick, who took
interim charge of United in
November 2021 before making
way for Ten Hag. Rangnick had
spent the majority of the pre-
vious decade in a director's role
at Red Bull and RB Leipzig.

"If you're not even a coach,
how are you going to be the
boss of Manchester United? I'd
never even heard of him,"
Ronaldo told Morgan in The
Sun newspaper.

The 37-year-old said he
only returned to United
because Sir Alex Ferguson had
talked him out of a move to
Manchester City in August
2021.

But the Euro 2016 winner
couldn't believe how little had
changed at the club since he
made his first debut at Old
Trafford in 2003.

"Since Sir Alex Ferguson
left, I saw no evolution in the
club. The progress was zero.
Nothing changed," Ronaldo
said. "Not the pool, the jacuzzi,
even the gym, even some
points of technology, the
kitchen, the chefs, which are
lovely persons. They stopped in
time, which surprised me a lot."
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Five-time world champion
boxer M C Mary Kom, dou-

ble Olympic medallist PV
Sindhu and multiple-time win-
ter Olympian Shiva Keshavan
were among 10 eminent
sportspersons elected unop-
posed as members of the IOA
Athletes Commission in the
polls held here on Monday.

The other seven members of
the apex body are Tokyo Olym-
pics silver medallist weightlifter
Mirabai Chanu, 2012 Olympics
bronze winner shooter Gagan
Narang, veteran table tennis
player Achanta Sharath Kamal,
ace hockey player Rani Rampal,
fencer Bhavani Devi, rower
Bajrang Lal and former shot put-
ter OP Karhana.

All the 10 members, out of
which five are female, are Olym-
pians. Keshavan is the only
Winter Olympian. Only 10 can-
didates filed nominations for the
same number of seats in the
Athletes Commission and
Umesh Sinha, who is also the
returning officer of the upcom-
ing IOA elections, declared all of
them elected unopposed.

India's first individual
Olympic gold medallist shooter
Abhinav Bindra and former
India hockey team captain
Sardar Singh will complete the
12-member athletes commission
in their capacity as members of
the corresponding bodies of
the International Olympic Com-
mittee and Olympic Council of
Asia respectively. Both of them
will have voting rights. Bindra
was appointed as member of
IOC Athletes Commission in
2018 for a eight-year term while
Sardar was made OCA Athletes
Committee member in 2019 for
a four-year term.

Under the new constitution
of the Indian Olympic Asso-
ciation which was adopted on
November 10, the athletes com-
mission is to have equal repre-

sentation of male and female
members. Keshavan, who has
represented India in six Winter
Olympics, said this was the first
full fledged athletes commission
in IOA history.

"Yes, this is a historic
moment for the athletes of the
country. We now have a proper
and full fledged athletes com-
mission for the first time in IOA
history," Keshavan said.

Two members of the athlete
commission — one male and
one female — will sit at the IOA
General Assembly with voting
rights as well as the IOA
Executive Council (with voting
rights). IOA Executive Council
elections will be held on
December 10 on the orders of
the Supreme Court.

"We will have our first meet-
ing on Tuesday, we will get to
know who will be the president
and vice president (one of the
two will be a female) tomorrow."

The members of the IOA
Athletes Commission were to be
elected by their peers and
Keshavan said the electoral col-
lege was made up of 70-odd
members.

The 10-member Athletes

Commission will also select
eight sportspersons of outstand-
ing merit (SOM) who, under the
new constitution, will be mem-
bers of the IOA General
Assembly with voting rights.
Two SOMs — one male and one
female — will also be members
of the IOA Executive Council.

Under the IOA constitution
prepared by Justice (retd) L
Nageswara Rao, six members
(three male and three female)
out of the 10 in the athletes com-
mission should be Olympians
who have participated in at
least one of the last three editions
of the Games. Out of the three
male and three female athletes
each, at least one should be from
an individual sport and at least
one from a team sport.

At least one of these six ath-
letes should have participated in
a Winter Olympics or the last
three editions of the Asian
Winter Games.

Four members (two male
and two female) should have
won at least one medal in any of
the last three editions of the
Asian Games, Commonwealth
Games, National Games or the
Senior National Championship.
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George Russell claimed his
first Formula One victory

as he won the Brazilian GP at
Interlagos on Sunday with
Mercedes team-mate Lewis
Hamilton second.

The pair had started on the
front row but the crash-marred
race was far from a procession
to the team’s first victory of the
season. Hamilton bumped
wheels with Max Verstappen of
Red Bull, already crowned
champion, on lap seven.

The Ferraris of Carlos
Sainz and Charles Leclerc were
third and fourth with Fernando
Alonso was fifth in an Alpine.

The race started with a
crash as Daniel Ricciardo in a
McLaren and Kevin
Magnussen in a Haas collided,
spun and crashed into each
other again on lap one.

When racing resumed after

a safety car, Verstappen made
an immediate and determined
attempt to pass his old rival
Lewis Hamilton and did not
back off when the Briton hit
back to take a slight edge head-
ing into a corner.

The cars touched, debris
flew. Hamilton went off the
track before returning to the
race but Verstappen paid a

higher price.
Almost at once, Lando

Norris, who failed to finish, and
Charles Leclerc also touched.

Verstappen and Norris
were both hit with five-second
penalties.

Verstappen also sustained
damage which forced a pit
stop for repairs but fought
back to cross the line sixth.
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Manchester United mid-
fielder Bruno Fernandes

on Sunday said it will feel
"strange" to play in a World Cup
in November and December
while lamenting the lives lost on
construction sites in Qatar.

Speaking to Sky Sports
after United's 2-1 win over
Fulham, Fernandes - who will
travel to the Gulf nation with
his native Portugal - also took
a veiled swipe at Qatar's anti-
LGBTQ laws, saying football is
"for everyone."

"It's strange. It's not exact-
ly the time we want to be play-
ing in the World Cup," the 28-
year-old said. "Obviously, I
think for everyone, players and
fans, it's not the best time

because kids will be at school,
people will be working. The
timing will not be the best for
people to watch the games.

"We know the surround-
ings of the World Cup ... about
the people that have died on the
construction of the stadiums.
We are not happy for that at all.

We want football to be for
everyone, and everyone has to
be included and involved in a
World Cup because a World
Cup is the world. It's for every-
one; it doesn't matter who."

FIFA rescheduled the
World Cup from its usual run-
ning in June and July because
of the blistering summer heat
in Qatar, which won the right
to host the tournament in 2010
against the backdrop of allega-
tions of corruption. A long-
running FBI investigation into
money laundering and fraud
continues.

More than 6,500 migrant
workers have died in Qatar in
the 12 years since FIFA award-
ed the country the World Cup,
according to a 2021 report
from The Guardian.
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AC Milan's Serie A title defence is still
on track after Sunday's last-gasp 2-

1 win over Fiorentina ensured they
ended 2022 eight points behind leaders
Napoli, while Moise Kean's brace
against Lazio shot revived Juventus into
third place.

Stefano Pioli's Milan looked to be
falling further behind unbeaten Napoli
heading into the World Cup break after
Antonin Barak levelled Rafael Leao's
early opener midway through the first
half.

But with the clock ticking down and
chances going begging, Fiorentina
defender Milenkovic bundled the ball
into his own goal just after goalkeeper
Pietro Terracciano clashed with Ante
Rebic while trying to punch out a cross.

The away side — who also had at
least one solid penalty shout for a Fikayo

Tomori challenge on Jonathan Ikone -
were livid at the goal while a packed San
Siro roared in delight at a win which
keeps Milan just about in sight of ram-
pant Napoli.

Milan are second, two points ahead
of Lazio who lost 3-0 in Turin, after a
fraught contest in which Fiorentina
more than played their part.

Cristiano Biraghi struck the post
and Ikone had a good effort cleared off
the line just before Milan snatched the
points and left Fiorentina in 10th.
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Italy forward Kean gave Juventus

their sixth straight league win with
strikes in each half at the Allianz
Stadium which took him to five goals
in as many matches in all competitions.

With Dusan Vlahovic unavailable
for Juve as he tries recover from a groin
injury to play for Serbia at the World

Cup, Kean has become a reliable per-
former for coach Massimiliano Allegri.

He showed his worth on Sunday
night in a win which allowed Juventus
to leapfrog Lazio into third, although
they are 10 points back from Napoli.
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Paulo Dybala made an almost

immediate impact in his first Roma
appearance in over a month, helping his
underwhelming team snatch a late 1-1
draw with Torino after coming off the
bench with 20 minutes remaining.

The 28-year-old won a stoppage-
time penalty which former Torino cap-
tain Andrea Belotti smashed off the
post, and seconds later Nemanja Matic
thumped in a long-range leveller after
Dybala's curling shot crashed off the bar.

Jose Mourinho's side sit seventh,
three points behind Lazio in the race for
the Champions League spots.
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Marcus Thuram was hand-
ed the last spot in the

France squad that will defend its
World Cup title in Qatar while
the uncapped Axel Disasi was
also called up on Monday after
Presnel Kimpembe had to pull
out.

The French football feder-
ation said Borussia Mönchen-
gladbach forward Thuram, 25,
had been added to Didier
Deschamps' list after the coach
had summoned only 25 players
when he announced his squad
last week, leaving one spot
open.

Paris Saint-Germain defen-
der Kimpembe, meanwhile,
spoke with Deschamps and the
team’s doctor at France’s train-
ing ground on Monday and told

them he did not believe he had
sufficiently recovered from an
Achilles injury.

France said in a statement
it thanked the 27-year-old
Kimpembe for his “honesty.”

Disasi, 24, has not missed a
single minute of Monaco’s 15
league games this season. He
has scored two goals and deli-
vered four assists in all compe-
titions. Thuram will comple-
ment France's already impres-
sive attacking sector alongside
Karim Benzema (Real Madrid),
Kingsley Coman (Bayern
Munich), Ousmane Dembele
(Barcelona), Olivier Giroud
(AC Milan), Antoine Griez-

mann (Atletico Madrid), Kylian
Mbappe (PSG) and Christopher
Nkunku (Leipzig).

Thuram, the son of the
1998 World Cup winner Lilian
Thuram, has been in impressive
form this season, with 13 goals
and four assists in all competi-
tions. A tall and versatile play-
er, he can be used in different
systems.

He said on his Instagram
account that being called up is
“a dream and a pride."

Thuram has played four
times with France but has not
featured with the national squad
since the European Champion-
ship in June last year.
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Freiburg midfielder
Vincenzo Grifo hit three

goals in the first 20 minutes as
his side thrashed a 10-man
Union Berlin 4-1 at home to go
outright second on the
Bundesliga ladder.

Union, who unexpectedly
led the Bundesliga for almost
two months, have now been
well beaten twice in one week,
after last Sunday's 5-0 thrash-
ing at Bayer Leverkusen.

Freiburg received a penal-
ty for handball after three
minutes, with free-kick special-
ist Grifo stepping up to smash
the ball home for his seventh
goal of the season.

The 29-year-old Italy inter-
national scored again just two
minutes later, this time from
open play on the counter.

Union had a chance to
crawl back into the match
three minutes later when they
were awarded a penalty but
defender Robin Knoche hit the

post. The game's furious open-
ing continued when Freiburg
were awarded another penal-
ty less than 10 minutes later,
when Diogo Leite brought
down Ritsu Doan in the box.

Leite was shown a red
card and Grifo stepped up to
complete his hat-trick in the
20th minute. Austrian for-
ward Michael Gregoritsch
added another for Freiburg in
first-half injury time, chip-
ping a Doan assist over Union
keeper Lennart Grill and into
the back of the net.

Freiburg went into cruise
control in the second half,
while Union looked to prevent
more damage. There were few
scoring chances until Berlin
received a late penalty — the
fourth of the match — with
Sven Michel converting.

Freiburg will go through
the winter break sitting four
points behind Bayern Munich
in second place, but manager
Christian Streich rejected the
temptation to get excited.
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Poland international goal-
keeper Bartlomiej Drag-

owski is out of the World Cup
after suffering an ankle injury
in Spezia's Serie A win at
Verona, coach Luca Gotti said
on Sunday.

Dragowski had been select-
ed in Poland's squad for the
Qatar tournament but had to
be stretchered from the Stadio
Bentegodi field in tears three
minutes before halftime after
trying to tackle Kevin Lasagna.
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MANCHESTER UNITED
‘BETRAYED’ ME: RONALDO
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