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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s recent appeal

regarding the Ukraine conflict
that “today’s era must not be of
war” resonated in the joint dec-
laration or communiqué issued
after the G-20 summit on
Wednesday.

World leaders, including
the Indian Prime Minister, also
called for an immediate end to
the ongoing war and favoured
dialogue and diplomacy to
resolve all issues. The commu-
niqué was issued after the two-
day summit in Bali, Indonesia.
The conclave discussed the
Russian military action in
Ukraine and its adverse impact
on fuel, food and fertilisers sup-
ply chains.

India played a key role in
the successful negotiations of
the outcome document, said
Foreign Secretary Vinay
Kwatra, adding India’s
approach was very “construc-
tive, cooperative, and in that
consensus building”, across the
whole range of issues, which
were negotiated in the outcome
document.

“Naturally, the outcome
document was being negotiat-
ed in a particular global context
and that global context did find
mention in the outcome doc-
ument also during negotia-
tions, and there I would say the
Prime Minister’s message that
this is not the era of war, and
the best way to return to the
path of dialogue and diploma-
cy, to resolve the conflict res-
onated very deeply across all
the delegations and helped
bridge the gap across different
parties and contributed to the
successful outcome of the doc-
ument.”

In a meeting with Russian
President Vladimir Putin in
September on the sidelines of
the SCO in Uzbekistan, Modi
had given a message to him
that “today’s era is not of war.” 

The communiqué said,
“The peaceful resolution of
conflicts, efforts to address
crises, as well as diplomacy and
dialogue, are vital. Today’s era
must not be of war.”  

India played a key and
critical role in bringing con-

sensus among all countries on
the communique, people famil-
iar with the matter said.

India worked in partner-
ship with all developing coun-
tries and emerging markets to
draft the final statement and
the preamble to the statement,
officials said.  India emerged as
a leader, solution provider and
consensus builder through its
positive and constructive
approach, they added.
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The political crisis for the
Congress in Rajasthan does

not seem to fade away with
senior leader Ajay Maken quit-
ting as the party’s State in-
charge a week after former
Deputy Chief Minister Sachin
Pilot gave an ultimatum to the
newly-elected party chief
Mallikarjun Kharge to resolve
the protracted crisis in the
State.

Sources within the party
said as Kharge  is in the process
of resolving the long-pending
stalemate,  Maken has decided
to make an honourable exit. 

The development also
comes ahead of the Bharat
Jodo Yatra entering Rajasthan
in the first week of December.

In his resignation letter,
Maken said it is “imperative to
have a new in-charge as soon

as possible” as the Bharat Jodo
Yatra is coming to Rajasthan
early next month and there is
a bypoll on December 4.

Maken had failed to con-
vene a meeting of the Congress
Legislature Party in September
amid a rebellion by MLAs.

In a letter to party presi-
dent Kharge, Maken cited the
developments of September 25
and asked the party chief to
appoint someone in place of
him, sources said on
Wednesday.

Maken and Kharge had
gone to Jaipur as central
observers for holding a meet-

ing of the Congress Legislature
Party (CLP) in September amid
charges and counter-charges by
both factions in favour of Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot and
his former deputy Sachin Pilot.

The CLP meeting could
not take place, but some MLAs
considered loyal to the Chief
Minister, held a separate meet-
ing at the residence of State
Minister Shanti Dhariwal, who
opposed Pilot as Gehlot’s suc-
cessor in Rajasthan.

At that time, Maken had
failed to convene a meeting of
MLAs to pass a one-line reso-
lution to authorise the
Congress president to appoint
a new leader in Rajasthan.

Gehlot had apologised
publicly later for failing to get
the resolution passed and opted
out of the race for the Congress
president after meeting then
party chief Sonia Gandhi.

Continued on Page 2
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As the rich nations mostly
remain mute spectators

when it comes to taking action
to curb climate change impact,
the BASIC group comprising
Brazil, South Africa China,
and India slammed their “dou-
ble standards” at the ongoing
UN climate summit in Egypt.

The group said that the
developed nations have back-
tracked on their commitment
to provide finance to develop-

ing countries to fight climate
change and have increased
consumption and production
of fossil fuels instead.

“BASIC countries are
gravely concerned that devel-
oped countries are still not
showing leadership or respond-
ing with a matching progres-
sion of effort. There has been
backtracking on finance and
mitigation commitments and
pledges by developed coun-
tries,” the four countries said in
a joint statement.

Continued on Page 2
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World Cup host nation
Qatar said it will count

emissions produced from daily
flights ferrying fans during the
tournament between the Gulf
emirates toward the event’s
overall carbon footprint. 

Qatar claims the month-
long tournament kicking off
Sunday will be “carbon neutral,”
but environmental experts have
questioned how rigorous its
plan to count and offset all the
event’s emissions is. 

There had been questions
in recent months when airlin-
ers including Qatar Airways
and FlyDubai said they would
increase the number of daily
flights between Doha and near-

by Gulf cities to transport
thousands of fans spending
the night outside Qatar. 

The host nation is smaller
than the US state of
Connecticut and does not have
enough hotel rooms to accom-
modate the tournament’s more
than 1.2 million expected fans.

Qatar’s Environment
Minister Sheikh Faleh bin
Nasser bin Ahmed bin Ali Al

Thani told The Associated
Press on Tuesday that the emis-
sions of the daily flights would
be counted. 

Speaking in Egypt at the
UN climate conference, Sheikh
Faleh said he was certain Qatar
would “lead the standard” in
achieving a climate-friendly
sporting event.

Qatar is one of the world’s
top exporters of liquefied nat-
ural gas. Last year, it outlined
a national climate change
action plan aimed at reducing
greenhouse gas emissions by 25
per cent by 2030. 

Sheikh Faleh told dele-
gates at the COP27 meeting
that Qatar would continue
“working to translate these
ambitions to facts.
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The Supreme Court on
Wednesday held that one

Shubam Sangra, one of the four
accused persons in the sensa-
tional Kathua rape and murder
case, was not a juvenile at the
time of the offence and now
can be tried afresh as an adult.

The SC viewed that med-
ical opinion regarding the age
of an accused cannot be
“brushed aside”.  “Medical
opinion regarding age in
absence of any other conclusive
evidence should be consid-
ered to determine the age range
of the accused... Whether med-
ical evidence can be relied
upon or not depends on the
value of evidence. Thus, order
passed by CJM Kathua is set
aside and thus the accused is
held not to be a juvenile at the

time of crime,” a bench of jus-
tices Ajay Rastogi and JB
Pardiwala said.

The eight-year-old minor
nomadic girl was kidnapped on
January 10, 2018 and was raped
in captivity in a small village
temple after being kept sedat-
ed for four days. She was later
bludgeoned to death. The top
court, on February 7, 2020, had
stayed the proceedings against
Sangra before the Juvenile
Justice Board (JJB). 

Senior advocate PS
Patwalia, appearing for the
J&K administration, had said
the high court had on October
11, 2019, wrongly affirmed the
trial court order of March 27,
2018, without appreciating that
the date of birth recorded in the
municipal and school records
are contradictory to each other.

Continued on Page 2
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The Delhi Government’s
Anti Corruption Branch

has arrested three persons,
including Model Town AAP
MLA Akhilesh Pati Tripathi’s
brother-in-law, his personal
assistant, and another associate,
for allegedly demanding �90
lakh for giving a party worker’s
wife a ticket to contest in the
MCD elections.

The ACB identified the
arrested persons as Om Singh,
Shiv Shankar Pandey and
Prince Raghuvanshi. Om is
reportedly Tripathi’s brother-
in-law while Pandey is his per-
sonal assistant, according to the
ACB. The complainant, iden-
tified as Gopal Khari, alleged he
had paid a bribe of �35 lakh on
behalf of his wife Shobha, but

she did not get a ticket in the
end. The ACR laid the trap
when the trio were about to
return the money.

Reacting on the issue,
Delhi Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia on Wednesday
said “tickets are not sold in the
AAP”. 

“Tickets are not sold in
AAP. Someone paid money
for a ticket and money was
taken... but the ticket was not
sold. It makes it clear that no
tickets are sold in AAP, I want
an unbiased investigation in the
matter...” Sisodia told reporters

According to a complaint
filed before the ACB, Khari,
who claimed to be associated
with the AAP as an active
worker since 2014, approached
the ACB with the complaint.

Continued on Page 2
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British Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak on Wednesday green

lit a new youth mobility part-
nership scheme that will offer
3,000 visas to 18-30-year-old
degree-educated Indians every
year to live and work in the UK
for up to two years.

The reciprocal scheme,
which will also involve British
nationals living and working in
India, was signed as part of the
UK-India Migration and
Mobility Partnership (MMP)
last year and will now be for-
mally launched in early 2023.

The scheme was launched
by Sunak as part of the UK’s
Indo-Pacific focus at the G20
Summit in Bali, where he met
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
to confirm the new bespoke
route and which Downing
Street said makes India the first
visa-national country to bene-
fit from such a scheme.

“I know first-hand the
incredible value of the deep
cultural and historic ties we
have with India,” said Sunak,
UK’s first Indian-origin PM.

“I am pleased that even
more of India’s brightest young
people will now have the
opportunity to experience all
that life in the UK has to offer
— and vice-versa — making

our economies and societies
richer,” he said.

The launch of the UK-
India Young Professionals
Scheme is dubbed a “significant
moment” for the bilateral rela-
tionship and the UK’s wider
commitment to forging
stronger links with the Indo-
Pacific to strengthen both
Indian and British economies.

It is also seen as an effort
to propel the ongoing free
trade agreement (FTA) nego-
tiations, which are now expect-
ed to run until at least March
next year.

Downing Street says such
an FTA will be the first deal of
its kind India has made with a
European country and would
build on the UK-India trading
relationship worth GBP 24 bil-
lion annually.

The UK has more links
with India than almost any
country in the Indo-Pacific
region as nearly a quarter of all
international students in the
UK are from India and Indian
investment into the UK sup-
ports 95,000 jobs across the
UK, it pointed out. “In paral-
lel to the mobility partnership
with India, we are also
strengthening our ability to
remove immigration offend-
ers,” Downing Street said. 

Continued on Page 2

�	
���������
�������������
�
���
��	 ��

'�����	
������)�����)��
��	��*���+�	,�������	��!�������-./��������0���	���� 
���
�������������(1�#2����( �������������	������� +����3���4��)����	
%��	�
���������������� '�5��&�

����� ��������	

AAP’s Surat East Assembly
seat candidate Kanchan

Jariwala withdrew his nomi-
nation on Wednesday, with
the AAP alleging that the rul-
ing BJP pressured him to do so.
The BJP rejected the charge. 

Jariwala said he withdrew
his nomination by listening to
his conscience after the people
of his constituency labelled
him “anti-national” and “anti-
Gujarat” for fighting the poll
from the AAP ticket. P5
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The Delhi Police on
Wednesday got the Saket

Court’s nod to conduct a narco
analysis, or lie detector test, of
accused Aftab Amin
Poonawalla following several
discrepancies in his statement
in connection with killing his
live-in partner Shraddha
Madan Walkar and chopping
her body into 35 pieces before
dumping them in the forests of
South Delhi’s Chhatarpur. 

A Delhi Police team on
Wednesday again visited the
rented house where the crime
happened and “also spoke to
the landlady” following which
the rent agreement with the
accused was seized. 

The development comes
after the Delhi Police
approached the court earlier in
the morning seeking permis-
sion for the test saying that he
was not cooperating in the
investigation and there’re sev-
eral discrepancies in Aftab’s
statements.  

“Following his arrest on
November 12, Aftab is not
providing correct information
about Shraddha’s mobile and
the weapon he used to kill her.
At times he says he disposed of
the mobile in Maharashtra and
sometimes says he had
dropped the phone somewhere
in Delhi,” sources said.  

Continued on Page 2
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Preliminary investigation
revealed Aftab  Amin

Poonawala, who was arrested
on Saturday for brutally killing
his live-in partner Shraddha
Madan Walker in South Delhi’s
Chhatarpur area, had removed
most of the physical evidence
of the murder. The police
cracked the case with the help
of digital evidence.  

A screenshot of the chat
between Shraddha  and Aftab
surfaced and it showed that on
the day she was murdered she
was active on social media till
evening.  

It was also revealed that
Aftab did not tell his landlord

about her even though they
stayed together at an apartment
in Vasai near Mumbai.

Sources said the biggest
breakthrough the police got
was the bank statement of the
couple’s account which showed
a transaction of �54,000 from
Shraddha’s net banking app to
Aftab’s account on May 26.

The transaction exposed
Aftab’s lies in which he had ear-
lier said Shraddha was
unreachable after May 22 and
he did not come in contact with
her. The location of the bank
transfer that took place on
May 26 also turned out to be
the Mehrauli police station
area.

Continued on Page 2
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In view of the recurring cat-
tle-hit incidents involving

trains, the Indian Railways has
approved a new design for
boundary walls adjacent the
rail tracks. To begin with, a
total length of 1000 kilometre
will be "installed" in the next six
months. The boundary walls
will come up in sections of its
network where maximum cases
of cattle being run over by

trains are recorded. Cattle
runovers can cause serious
damage to trains, derailment
and delay them.

Announcing the major
enhancement of rail infra-
structure, Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw on
Wednesday said the national
transporter is working seriously
on the issue of building the
boundary walls. “We are look-
ing at two different designs.
While we have approved one,
which is a sturdy wall, over the
next five to six months, we plan
to build 1,000 km of such
walls across sections to deter-
mine if the design works,"
Vaishnaw said.

According to official data,
cattle runovers affected 200
trains in the first nine days of
October. As many as 4,000

trains have been affected so far
this year.

With more than 6,500 of
the 26,000 cattle run cases in
2020-21, North Central
Railway is one of the worst
affected zones. It covers 3,000

km of tracks and hosts parts of
Delhi-Mumbai and Delhi-
Howrah corridors. It includes
divisions like Agra, Jhansi and
Prayagraj, and is the gateway
for trains from the east to
reach the northern parts of

India.
The stretches identified for

building boundary walls
include sections in North
Central Railways and Northern
Railways -- in the Jhansi
Division between Virangana
Lakshmibai-Gwalior section,
Prayagraj Division between Pt
Deen Dayal Upadhyay-
Prayagraj section, Moradabad
Division between Alam Nagar
and Shahjehanpur, Lucknow
Division between Alam Nagar
and Lucknow.

The Northern Railways
zone recorded the highest
number of cattle run over cases
-- nearly 6,800 -- across divi-
sions of Moradabad and
Lucknow in Uttar Pradesh,
Firozpur in Punjab, Ambala in
Haryana, and Delhi in 2022,
official data said.

Vaishnaw stated that con-
ventional boundary walls will
not be able to solve the prob-
lem of cattle run over but will
end up affecting villagers
around the area. The Minister,
however, did not give any
information on the material
that will be used for building
the boundary walls to make
them sturdy enough to not only
keep the cattle away from rail-
way tracks but also protect
them from human interven-
tion.

Recently, the nose of the
Mumbai-Ahmedabad Vande
Bharat Express train, which was
launched on October 1, was
damaged owing to three cattle
runovers in the first nine days
of the month and since then the
train has been affected on
three occasions.

From Page 1
“A landmark memorandum of understanding

(MoU) was signed between the UK and India in May
2021 aimed at increasing mobility between our coun-
tries, returning those with no right to be in the UK
and India respectively and sharing best practice on
organised immigration crime,” Downing Street
added.

On the wider Indo-Pacific focus, Sunak is set to
meet Chinese President Xi Jinping on the sidelines
of the G20 summit in Indonesia - the largest gath-
ering of global leaders in the region since before the
coronavirus pandemic.

“The Indo-Pacific is increasingly crucial for our
security and our prosperity. It is teeming with
dynamic and fast-growing economies, and the next
decade will be defined by what happens in this
region,” said Sunak, ahead of that meeting.

Downing Street said the UK PM will encourage
China to use its place on the global stage responsi-
bly to resolve geopolitical tensions, ensure region-
al stability and play its part in tackling the devas-
tating global impact of the war in Ukraine.

It confirmed that work is underway on an update
to last year’s Integrated Review of the country’s for-
eign policy priorities to take account of “Russia’s full-
scale invasion of Ukraine and the evolving challenges
posed by China”.

Meanwhile, as part of that Integrated Review, the
UK reiterated its commitment to build the “broad-
est presence” in the Indo-Pacific of any European
country.

�	
������
�������)))

From Page 1
He had said that despite

the notice to the “minor”
accused issued by the apex
court on January 6, 2020 on
the administration’s appeal,
the JJB has continued its pro-
ceedings against the accused,
treating him as a juvenile.
Patwalia had contended that
the accused, then treated as
juvenile, was one of the main
conspirators of the entire inci-
dent and kidnapped, gang-
raped and murdered the vic-
tim. The J&K administration
had said the medical board
constituted by the high court
by its order of February 21,
2018 had opined that the
accused was aged between 19
and 23 years at the time of
offence. 

The top court on May 7,
2018 had transferred the trial
of the case from Kathua in
Jammu to Pathankot in
Punjab and ordered for day-
to-day trial after some lawyers
prevented the Crime Branch
officials from filing a charge
sheet in the sensational case.

The special court on June 10,
2019 sentenced three men to
life imprisonment till last
breath for the ghastly crime
that shook the nation. 

Sanji Ram, the master-
mind and caretaker of the
“devasthanam” (temple)
where the crime took place in
January, 2018; Deepak
Khajuria, a special police offi-
cer, and Parvesh Kumar, a
civilian — the three main
accused — were spared death
penalty, a punishment sought
by the prosecution during
the year-long in-camera trial
in the court.

The three given life term
were convicted under Ranbir
Penal Code (RPC) sections
relating to criminal conspir-
acy, murder, kidnapping, gan-
grape, destruction of evi-
dence, drugging the victim
and common intention. The
other three accused — sub
inspector Anand Dutta, head
constable Tilak Raj and spe-
cial police officer Surender
Verma — were convicted for
destruction of evidence to
cover up the crime and hand-
ed down five years in jail and
Rs 50,000 fine each. The trial
court had acquitted the sev-
enth accused Vishal Jangotra,
son of Sanji Ram, giving him
the “benefit of doubt”.
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From Page 1
The party had issued show-cause

notices to MLAs Dharmendra Rathore,
Shanti Dhariwal and Mahesh Joshi, who is
the chief whip of the party in the assem-
bly. 

The party has not taken any action on
the notices though the MLAs have respond-
ed to the charges against them. The three
MLAs are considered important for the
Bharat Jodo Yatra.

“Wedded to the ideology of Congress
for the last three generations and being in
active Congress politics for over 40 years,
I will always remain an ardent follower of
Rahul, whom I trust and have faith in
beyond words,” Maken stated.

According to the sources, Maken stat-
ed that he wants to concentrate in Delhi
through trade unions and NGOs. He also
intends to raise the issues of air pollution
and fight for the rights of street vendors,
slum dwellers and residents of unauthorised
colonies, for whom he has made specific
valuable contributions as a minister earli-
er, the sources said.
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From Page 1
“It is essential to uphold

international law and the mul-
tilateral system that safeguards
peace and stability. This
includes defending all the pur-
poses and principles enshrined
in the Charter of the United
Nations and adhering to inter-
national humanitarian law,”
the G-20 communique said.

It said the use or threat of
use of nuclear weapons is inad-
missible, in an apparent refer-
ence to Moscow’s reported
indication that it could use the
nuclear option.

“The meeting was held
under challenging circum-
stances, as the war in Ukraine
continues and its impacts are
felt by countries beyond
Europe. Members expressed
deep concerns about the
humanitarian crisis, economic
and financial impacts of the
war, and called for an end to the

war as soon as possible,” the
communique said.

It said many member
countries condemned the war
as unprovoked and unjustifi-
able, and a violation of inter-
national law.

“Few members expressed
that G20 should be faithful to
its own mandate and ensure the
discussions focus on econom-
ic impacts and take a compre-
hensive and balanced
approach. Some members
expressed concerns about the
economic consequences of
sanctions,” it added.

Since the Ukraine conflict
began in February, Modi spoke
to Putin as well as Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
a number of times. In a phone
conversation with Zelenskyy
on October 4, Modi said there
can be “no military solution”
and that India is ready to con-
tribute to any peace efforts.
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Khari had met Model
Town MLA Tripathi last
Wednesday with a request to
secure a councillor ticket from
the AAP for his wife for Ward
No. 69 in Kamla Nagar.
Tripathi had demanded Rs 90
lakh for it, following which
Khari had paid Rs 35 lakh to
him. He also gave Rs 20 lakh to
AAP MLA Rajesh Gupta on
Tripathi’s insistence. 

Khari had told Tripathi
that the remaining amount
would be paid by him after get-
ting the ticket. But on Sunday,
Khari didn’t find his wife’s
name in the list of contesting
councillors released by the AAP
as the ticket from his ward was
given to some other person.

Later, Tripathi’s brother-in-
law, Om Singh, contacted Khari
and assured him that the tick-
et would be given to him in the
next election. Singh also offered
to return the bribe amount.

After due verification, a

team was constituted under the
supervision of ACP Rajender
Kumar. The team laid a trap at
Khari’s residence where
accused Om Singh and his
associates Pandey alias Vishal
Pandey and Raghuvanshi were
caught red-handed in the pres-
ence of independent witnesses
when they came to return Rs 33
lakhs out of total Rs 35 lakh
received by them on behalf of
Tripathi on the intervening
night of November 15 and
November 16.

A case has been registered
under section 7/13 of the
Prevention of Corruption Act
and 171 (E) of the IPC against
the trio. Pandey is the person-
al assistant of Tripathi.

The complainant has sub-
mitted audio and video record-
ings of his alleged dealings dur-
ing payment and return of the
bribe amount. An investigation
is on to unearth the whole case
and to collect evidence, it
added.
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From Page 1
Sources said the court

accepted the Delhi Police plea
in this regard and the order is
expected soon. A psychiatrist
will also accompany the police
team during the narco test. 

The test involves injecting
a drug that causes the person
to enter into various stages of
anesthesia, which induces a
hypnotic stage that makes the
person less inhibited and more
likely to divulge information,
which would usually not be
revealed in the conscious state.

Sources  said when Aftab
was first called for questioning,
he told the investigators the vic-
tim had left the house on May
22.

The police said it wants to
unearth the complete truth of
the case and the information
about the weapon and
Shraddha’s mobile through the
“narco analysis test” or a lie
detector test.  

Police teams are looking
for more evidence in the house.
The weapon of offence, which
has been missing since Aftab’s
arrest, is also being searched
for, said sources. Police have
recovered 13 body parts,
believed to be of the woman,

from different areas which will
be sent for DNA 
analysis. 

According to the police
official, one of victim Shradaha
Walkar’s friends Laxman, who
alerted her father, will be asked
to join the investigation.

According to sources,
Aftab told the police that he
had made up his mind to kill
his girlfriend more than a week
before the murder.  “More
than a week before the murder
(May 18), I had made up my
mind to kill Shraddha. Even on
that day, Shraddha and I had a
fight. I was determined to kill
her when she suddenly became
emotional and started crying.
So I held back for later,” sources
quoted Aaftab as saying in his
confession. Aaftab said his
partner had trust issues because
of which she would often get
angry, leading to frequent quar-
rels.

“I often had to talk to
someone over the phone.
However, she would doubt my
commitment to the relation-
ship every time she caught me
speaking over on the phone.
She used to get very angry,”
Aftab is reported to have told
the Delhi Police. Police said on
further investigation, it was
learned that the couple had a
fight on May 18 during which
Aaftab killed Shraddha.
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During the investigation, it

was also found that the accused
kept Shraddha’s Instagram
account updated for a month
(til June) after killing her, in
order “to preempt doubts about
her well-being and keep her
alive in the eyes of her family
and friends.” He even talked to
her friend on Shraddha’s
Instagram account. When the
police found out the location of
Shraddha’s phone, it turned out
to be in Delhi’s Mehrauli police
station area.

A chat on social media
shows that the victim Shraddha
had sent a text to her friend.
“Dude, I’ve got the news. I got
super busy with something,”
Shraddha text her friend on
May 18, the day she was mur-
dered, around 4.34 pm. Her
friend replied,” What’s the news”
but Shraddha went silent after
that and did not reply to the
message sent around 6:29 pm

However, her friend sent
her a message on social media
on September 24 and asked
about her whereabouts and
safety. “Where the hell are
you? Are you safe,” the friend
asked.

According to norms, all
tenants living in rented
accommodation must be
named in the rent agreement.
However, Aftab did not make
his girlfriend Shraddha a co-
tenant despite living together at
a f lat in Regal CHSL
Everyshine City housing soci-
ety in Vasai of Palghar district.

During the investigation, it
was also revealed that the
accused had visited his parent’s
place Unique Park Housing
Society in Vasai around 15
days back in Vasai of Palghar
district of Maharashtra to help
the family shift.  

Police said blood stains
were discovered in the kitchen
of the accused f lat in
Chhatarpur. The blood samples
have been sent to be tested in
order to determine whose
blood it is. The victim’s father
is expected to be called by the
police for DNA testing, and
blood and bone samples from
the recovered body parts will be
sent to Forensic Light Source
(FLS) for matching. After that,
a DNA test will be conducted.

Aaftab is accused of stran-
gling his live-in partner
Shraddha Walkar and chopping
her body into 35 pieces. He then
stored her body in a 300-litre
fridge for almost three weeks at
his residence in South Delhi’s
Mehrauli before dumping them
across the city over several
days, police said on Monday.
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Chief Minister Nitish Kumar on Wednesday
said the Bihar Government will soon

increase the representation of women in the State
Police force to 35 per cent.

Kumar said at present the representation of
women in Bihar Police is around 27-28 per cent.

“The representation of women in state police
is almost 28 per cent in Bihar. The increased
presence of women in the state’s police force has
not only empowered women but also made the
constabulary more efficient and effective. Now,
the state government will increase their (women)
representation to 35 per cent”, Kumar said dur-
ing an event organised by the state Home depart-
ment to distribute appointment letters to 10,459
new recruits of Bihar Police.

The chief minister said the overall appoint-
ment process in police force need to be accel-

erated. He said against the target of 1.5 lakh
recruitments, only 1.08 lakh appointments
have been made in Bihar Police.

The CM asked the Home department offi-
cials to work fast in the direction of deploying
160 to 170 police personnel for every one lakh
population in the State.
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Acourt in Alipurduar has
issued an arrest warrant

against Union Minister of State
for Home Nisith Pramanik in
connection with thefts at two
jewellery stores 13 years ago. 

The hearing of the case was
conducted at the judicial mag-
istrate’s court and no lawyer
representing the Minister, also
a BJP MP, was present at the
court when the warrant was
issued. Along with the Minister,
the warrant of arrest was also
issued against another accused
on November 11. 
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Water supply to parts of
south Delhi’s Vasant Kunj

area continued to remain
impacted for the seventh day
on Wednesday, even as Delhi
Jal Board (DJB) teams were
busy attempting to locate the
fault in the line that led to the
disruption. The issue took a
political turn with the BJP and
the AAP blaming each other on
the supply’s disruption on
Wednesday.

AAP spokesperson
Saurabh Bhardwaj said that
the DJB’s investigation revealed
that the water crisis in Vasant
Kunj was artificially manufac-
tured by the BJP by rupturing
the local water pipeline.

The AAP leader said that
it has turned out that the resi-
dents of Vasant Kunj were vic-
tims of the BJP's political
vendetta. Bhardwaj added that
it was impossible to guard
thousands of pipelines across
Delhi and that the BJP had no
idea of the problems residents
had to face.

“There was no water sup-
ply in Vasant Kunj for past one
week despite implementing all
solutions; when we investigat-
ed, we got to know that the
pipeline was damaged by mis-
creants. It turned out that it was
a conspiracy hatched by the
BJP to create a false narrative
against the AAP”.

“We worked day and night
and fixed the pipeline. It was a
daunting task to supply water
to 50,000 households through
water tankers but RWA teams
pulled it off with great finesse. 

The BJP made people suf-
fer for water to gain political
mileage but they cannot stop
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
from winning (MCD) elec-
tions. BJP top brass should
realise that their cheap tactics
are not going to help them any-
more,” Bhardwaj said. The BJP
lambasted the AAP
Government saying that due to
negligence of the Kejriwal
Government, the city was
yearning for drinking water.
They also said that the party

would stage a protest if the
Government does not ensure
water supply in 48 hours.

“Kejriwal used to say
before coming to power that he
will give water to Delhi for 24
hours and also people will get
rid of tanker mafia, but the
reality is that earlier the num-
ber of tankers in Delhi was 892,
which has increased to 1,204 in
eight years of Kejriwal's rule,”
said Ramesh Bidhuri, BJP MP.

Bidhuri said, “Water is
being sold openly for money in
industries, factories and homes.
A tanker owner committed
suicide in Sangam Vihar, due to
which one of Kejriwal's MLA
Prakash Jarwal has also gone to
jail. People are suffering from
cancer, liver and other serious
stomach related diseases by
drinking contaminated and
poisonous water.”

Bidhuri alleged that no
new treatment plant has been
set up in the last eight years
while the consumption of water
which was earlier 900 MGD
has now become 1,300 MGD. 

Despite this, no steps have
been taken by the Government.
Neither Kishaun, nor Renuka
Dam, nor any work has been
done to increase water supply
through the rainy well. The
Kejriwal Government's plan
to increase the availability of
water by digging pits on the
banks of the Yamuna has also
been shelved.
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Delhi University plans to
raise the fee for PhD the-

sis evaluation by over Rs 2,500
for all students. The thesis
submission fee, which was ear-
lier Rs 5,000 for students with
a fellowship, is likely to surge
to Rs 7,500 — a 50 per cent
hike. For students without a fel-
lowship, the fees are likely to
rise over 80 per cent from Rs
3,000 to Rs 5,500.

A university official, how-
ever, said the fees would now
also include the charges for the-
sis submission and provision-
al certificates.  He claimed that
earlier, the students had to pay
for thesis submission and pro-
visional certificates at a later

stage. The new rules would
combine all the fees as a one-
time payment. Defending the
hike, Dean of Examinations DS
Rawat said it was not a sub-
stantial increase and added
that the entire system was

being shifted online. "Earlier,
students had to pay 500 for a
thesis submission certificate
and provisional certificate. That
is now being increased to Rs
750 each and will be submitted
along with the thesis submis-

sion fee," Rawat said.
"Moreover, the thesis submis-
sion fee is only being increased
by Rs 1,000, which is not a sub-
stantial increase. The entire
process is being made
smoother and the students will
benefit from it," he added. 

A resolution in this regard
will be presented in the upcom-
ing Academic Council meeting
on November 22. Vice-
Chancellor Yogesh Singh exer-
cised his 'emergency power'
and approved the revision of
the honorarium for thesis eval-
uation in October.

The remuneration of the-
sis evaluation for Indian exam-
iners is expected to be
increased from Rs 1,500 to Rs
5,000 while that for foreign

examiners will go up from Rs
1,500 to Rs 8,126.33 (USD
100). The remuneration to
conduct viva-voce for Indian
examiners will be raised from
Rs 1,000 to Rs 2,000 and that
for foreign examiners will be
hiked from Rs 1,000 to Rs
4,063.16 (USD 50). An
Academic Council member,
however, has decried the hike
as unreasonable.

Naveen Gaur said the uni-
versity must first provide a rea-
son before raising the fees.
"They should first tell why the
fee is being hiked as it is a pub-
lic-funded university. They
should tell whether they asked
for money from the govern-
ment first before increasing the
fees for students," Gaur said.
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To discuss the syllabus for
the second semester of the

four-year undergraduate pro-
grammes (UG) based on the
UG Curriculum Framework,
the Academic Council of Delhi
University (DU) will meet on
November 22.

Resolutions in this regard
were put forward by the varsi-
ty's standing committee during
its last meeting on October 12.
The resolutions will come up

for approval at the meeting of
the Academic Council. The
Academic Council will discuss
the syllabi of 100 UG courses,
including BA Business
Economics (Hons), BA Multi-
Media and Mass
Communication (Hons), BSc
Electronic Science (Hons) and
BSc Microbiology (Hons).

If approved by the
Academic Council, the matter
will be taken up by varsity's
Executive Council, its top deci-
sion-making body. The uni-

versity had approved only the
first-year syllabi earlier this
year. A new curriculum has
been implemented from the
2022-23 academic year after
the Executive Council, in
February, approved an
Undergraduate Curriculum
Framework-2022, as formu-
lated by a National Education
Policy cell. First-semester class-
es began on November 2 and
will end in March. Classes for
the second semester will begin
in March and run till July.
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The Opposition BJP and the
Congress sought to corner

the AAP on Wednesday, accus-
ing it of selling tickets for the
forthcoming civic polls, citing
the arrest of the brother-in-law
of party MLA Akhilesh
Tripathi by the Anti-
Corruption Branch, for alleged-
ly demanding Rs 90 lakh for a
party worker's wife to contest
elections.

Delhi Congress president
Anil Kumar said that the dirty
politics of corruption being
done by the AAP was once
against exposed by the arrest of
the Model Town MLA. “The
AAP is deeply involved in cor-
ruption with jailed Minister
Jain operating from prison,
while Excise Minister Manish
Sisodia, the kingpin of the
liquor scam is roaming free.”

“It was shocking that an
AAP worker, who was associ-
ated with the party since 2014,
gave Rs 35 lakh to Akhilesh
Tripathi and Rs 20 lakh to
another AAP MLA, Rajesh
Gupta, for a MCD ticket for his
wife, yet the party worker’s wife
did not get the ticket,” said
Kumar.

BJP's IT department in-
charge Amit Malviya tweeted,
"Arvind Kejriwal's MLAs are
selling tickets for MCD elec-

tions. 3 people have been
arrested so far. AAP MLAs are
doing what Kejriwal and
cohorts do. So no surprise
there. But the question is what
percentage of money collected
is being sent to Kejriwal?"

After the arrest of Tripathi's
brother-in-law Om Singh and
his two associates Shiv Shankar
Pandey and Prince
Raghuvanshi, State BJP presi-
dent Adesh Gupta said that
Kejriwal's hollow politics has
been exposed.

“AAP MLA Tripathi's
brother-in-law was caught red
handed with a huge cash
amount of Rs.33 lakh. Delhi
CM often used to accuse BJP of
politics with money, but today

it has been proved that Kejriwal
himself is selling corporation
ward tickets in each kiosk,”
alleged Gupta.

“Delhi CM should imme-
diately expel MLAs
Akhileshpati Tripathi and
Rajesh Gupta from his party,”
Gupta demanded.

BJP MP Ramesh Bidhuri
said the party had sold its
tickets for the municipal polls
for Rs 70 to 90 lakh and in the
future more layers of this horse-
trading will be revealed.

“Before 2015, Kejriwal
made tall claims about remov-
ing corrupt MLAs from the
party. Now the big question
arises, what action will Delhi
CM take against the AAP MLA

from Model Town?” Bidhuri
asked.

Taking a dig at the AAP,
Delhi BJP spokesperson
Praveen Shankar Kapoor said,
“Kejriwal’s Ministers and
prominent leaders are behind
bars for corruption. On the
other hand they chant slogans
of putting a full stop to graft for
seeking votes in the elections.”

BJP leader Harish Khurana
said that in the past 75 years it’s
the first time that any Delhi
Government Minister is serv-
ing jail time and MLAs are also
being arrested on corruption
charges. “Kejriwal has really
made a difference in the poli-
tics of the country,” said
Khurana.
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The Delhi Commission for
Women (DCW) has issued

notice to Delhi police seeking
status of installation of CCTV
cameras in police stations and
police chowkis.

The Supreme Court had
directed all states and Union
territories in 2020 to ensure
that CCTV cameras, with night
vision and audio recording are
installed in every police station
of the country.

The panel has issued
notices to DCPs of all districts
in this regard. In case the cam-
eras are not there, the com-
mission has asked for a time-
line foor their installation. The
Commission has also sought
information on non-function-
al CCTV cameras and steps
being taken by Delhi Police to
repair them.

The DCW has asked the
duration for which the record-
ing of CCTV cameras is stored.
The Commission has sought
similar details of installation of
CCTV cameras in police
chowkis which are attached
with police stations. 

The Commission has asked
Delhi Police about any pending
request made by police stations
to install CCTV cameras and
current status of the same.

The apex court had direct-
ed that CCTV cameras should
be installed at all entry and exit
points, main gate of the police
station, all lock-ups, all corri-
dors, lobby/the reception area,
all verandas/outhouses,
Inspector's room, Sub
Inspector's room, areas outside
the lock-up room, station hall,
in front of the police station
compound, outside (not inside)
washrooms/toilets, the duty
officer's room, and back part of
the police station.
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In fresh trouble for Delhi
Deputy Chief Minister

Manish Sisodia, a city court on
Wednesday allowed the CBI's
plea to make his close aide and
businessman Dinesh Arora, an
accused considered close to
him, an approver in the excise
policy case.

Special Judge MK Nagpal
passed the order while allow-
ing pardon to Arora in the case,
a court source said.

During the hearing, Arora
had told the court he was
ready to make “true disclosure
voluntarily” and expressed the
desire to turn an approver.

The development comes
days ahead of the assembly
elections in Gujarat and the
polls to the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi where
Sisodia's AAP and the BJP are
locked in a bitter contest.

The court had earlier
granted anticipatory bail to
Arora after the CBI didn't
opposed his petition.

The premier investigative
agency, in its reply to the antic-
ipatory bail plea had stated that
Arora had joined the probe and
disclosed certain facts which
were vital for the investigation
and hence, “the CBI has no
objection if the ancipatory bail
is granted to the applicant by
this court.”
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Delhi Lieutenant Governor
VK Saxena has cleared a

proposal for creating post of
director (investigation) to help
the anti-graft body Lokayukta’s
investigation requirements.

The office of Lokayukta in
Delhi was "severely crippled"
since its inception due to lack
of staff for various purposes,
including investigation and
routine work, sources in the
Administrative Reforms
Department said. 

The body mandated to
look into complaints of cor-
ruption by public functionar-
ies, has been without an inves-
tigation in-charge, apart from
support staff like assistant and
peon. 

"Taking cognizance into
the matter, Saxena has cleared
the Lokayukta proposal for

creation of the post of direc-
tor (investigation), with suffi-
cient seniority to head its
investigative wing, apart from
creating posts of assistants
and peons necessary for its
daily functioning," said a
senior Delhi government offi-
cer.

Earlier, while clearing
annual report of Lokayukta for
tabling in Delhi Assembly,
Saxena had advised the chief
minister to address the needs
of an ombudsman. The

sources said that the
Lokayukta in their successive
reports have been underlining
that “there are several hurdles
and hindrances in the smooth
and efficient functioning of the
Lokayukta.” 

Informing about the rea-
son why the Lokayukta is
falling behind in discharge its
functions, they said that there
is lack of financial autonomy
and sufficient staff, which are
a sine quo non for the proper
functioning of the office of the
Lokayukta.

Sources added that the
Lokayukta had time and again
pointed out that “most impor-
tantly the Lokayukta in Delhi
is not provided with any inves-
tigating agency and a single
man posted as Assistant
Director (Investigation) is the
only means of investigation
available with the Delhi
Lokayukta.”
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Out of 2,585 nominations
filed for the MCD polls,

1,404 were found valid while
1,115 were rejected during
scrutiny by the State Election
Commission (SEC) on
Wednesday. As per SEC data 96
nominations were still pending
scrutiny which was expected to
be completed late at night.

Data showed that BJP’s
252 nominations were found
valid and 388 were rejected.

“A total of 728 candidates
from the AAP submitted
papers, out of which 255 were
approved by the SEC, while 459
were refused and 14 were pend-
ing to go through the review,”
sources said.

As many as 152 BSP can-
didates enrolled, out of which
134 were valid and 12 were
rejected, while six were pend-
ing, they said. “On November

14, out of total 405 candidates
from the Congress who filed
nominations, 243 were vali-
dated, 148 were rejected and 14
were pending for scrutiny,”
said sources.

“From the CPI(M-L), six
candidates have filed nomina-
tion out of which five were
found valid and one rejected.
Total nine nominations were
filed by the CPM from which
six were approved and three
were rejected,” sources said.

“The NCP enrolled 35 can-

didates, out of which 27 were
valid and six were rejected
and two were still under scruti-
ny. Four nominations were
approved and one was reject-
ed, out of the total five nomi-
nations submitted from All
India Forward Bloc,” stated
sources. 

“Papers of 22 candidates
were received from the AIMIM
out of which 15 were validat-
ed but seven were rejected.
From the CPI there were five
candidates, out of which four
were approved, one got reject-
ed by the SEC,” they informed.

“From the Indian Union
Muslim League two people
have applied for enrollment out
of which one has been given
permission and the other was
rejected. Papers of 31 candi-
dates were received from the
JD(U), of which 24 were vali-
dated, 7 were denied approval,”
they said. 

“One nomination each was
received from LJP (Ram Vilas)
and the SP. Both got permission
to contest the polls,” they said.
The papers of six candidates
were received from the RLD, of
which four were approved and
two rejected.

A total of 523
Independents filed nomina-
tions out of which 430 were
found valid, 80 got rejected and
13 are pending scrutiny. The
date of scrutiny of the nomi-
nations by the SEC was
November 16.

Giving the information on
the common grounds of rejec-
tion of nomination papers, a
senior official said that candi-
dates who have incomplete
Nomination forms, proposers
incomplete, missing affidavits,
multiple nominations, covering
candidates, non submission of
valid caste certificate, invalid
form A/B were rejected.
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The Delhi BJP has filed a
police complaint against a

member of its legal cell, Hari
Om Gupta, for filing nomina-
tion for the MCD polls by
allegedly stealing a letter for
symbol allocation for the
Chandni Chowk ward, party
leaders said on Wednesday.

Gupta and his wife
Surekha Gupta, a former coun-
cilor from Chandni Chowk,
were suspended from the party
for six years on the directions
of Delhi BJP president Adesh

Gupta, said separate letters
issued by Delhi BJP general
secretary Harsh
Malhotra.Gupta, however, told
PTI that the allegation against
him was false and that he had
filed his nomination after a
nod from the party.

"Why would I do such a
thing and steal the symbol? I
filed the nomination papers
from Chandni Chowk after
getting a nod from a senior
Delhi BJP functionary," he
claimed. A senior office bear-
er of the Delhi BJP associated
with allocation of symbols to
official candidates for the

MCD polls said extra copies of
letterheads signed by the party
president had come. One such
copy was "stolen", which was
used by Gupta, he claimed.

The BJP has fielded
Ravinder Kaptan as its candi-
date from the Chandni Chowk
ward. A complaint was filed by
the party for registration of an
FIR in the matter at the IP
Estate police station, said a
senior Delhi BJP leader.

Voting for 250 wards of
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) will happen on
December 4. Counting of votes
will be held on December 7.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday held

bilateral meetings on the side-
lines of the G-20 summit in
Bali, Indonesia, with world
leaders, including French
President Emmanuel Macron,
British Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak, Australian Prime
Minister Anthony Albanese
and German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz and discussed the
Ukraine conflict and its impact
on food, fertilizers and fuel
supply chains.  Cooperation in
the fields of defence, nuclear
energy and trade and economy
also came up for discussions
during the talks.

He had held similar parleys
on Tuesday with US President
Joe Biden besides shaking
hands with Chinese President
Xi Jinping at a dinner for the
first time since the face-offs
took place more than two years
between the armies of India
and China in Eastern Ladakh.
The handshake was described
by India as an exchange of
pleasantries. In the backdrop of
some delay in firming up a Free

Trade Agreement between
India and United Kingdom,
Modi and Sunak discussed
issues relating to trade, mobil-
ity, defence and security.

It was the first meeting
between the two leaders after
the Indian-origin leader
assumed office as the British
prime minister few weeks ago.

After the meeting, Modi
said India attaches great impor-
tance to robust India-UK ties.
"Was great to meet PM
@RishiSunak in Bali. India
attaches great importance to
robust India-UK ties. 

“We discussed ways to
increase commercial linkages,
raise the scope of security
cooperation in context of
India's defence reforms and
make people-to-people ties
even stronger," he tweeted.
Sunak tweeted: "United by
friendship. ek mj'buut dostii".

The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) said the two
leaders expressed satisfaction at
the state of the wide-ranging
India-UK Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership and
progress on the 'Roadmap
2030' for future relations. An
official statement from British
High Commission in New

Delhi said the two leaders
looked forward to the agree-
ment of a UK-India free trade
deal, which has the potential to
unlock investment and increase
jobs in both our countries, as
well as expanding our deep cul-
tural links.

The UK is currently nego-
tiating the trade pact with and
if agreed, it will be the first deal
of its kind India has made with
a European country.

"The trade deal would
build on the UK-India trading
relationship, already worth 24
billion pound, and allow the
UK to seize the opportunities
presented by India's growing
economy," the British state-
ment said. 

Modi’s talks with the
French President held over a
working lunch were "fruitful"
with a focus on ramping up
cooperation in areas of defence,
nuclear energy, trade and food
security.  Modi said close India-
France ties are a "force of great
global good".

"As always, an excellent
meeting with President
@EmmanuelMacron. We had
in-depth discussions on various
issues including boosting coop-
eration in defence, nuclear

energy and food security. Close
India-France ties are a force of
great global good," Modi tweet-
ed. On his part, Macron tweet-
ed that both sides share the
same agenda for peace and that
France will work on it under
India's upcoming G20
Presidency. In his interaction
with Chancellor Schloz, India
and Germany examined ways
to expand bilateral economic
engagement and defence col-
laboration.  

This is the third time that
Modi and Scholz have met
this year.  The Prime Minister's
Office described the talks as
"fruitful". Modi also met Italian
Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni
and explored ways to work
more closely in sectors like
energy, defence, culture and in
boosting climate change.
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New Delhi: Artworks and tra-
ditional items representing the
rich heritage of Gujarat and
Himachal Pradesh were Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
choice of presents to world
leaders during the G-20 summit
in Bali. 

Officials said Modi pre-
sented Joe Biden with Kangra
miniature paintings, which por-
tray 'Shringar Rasa', and his UK
counterpart Rishi Sunak with
'Mata Ni Pachedi', a handmade
Gujarat textile meant to be an
offering in temples housing the
Mother Goddess.

The prime minister gifted
'Pithora', a ritualistic tribal folk
art by Rathwa artisans from
Chhota Udaipur in Gujarat, to
Australian leader Anthony
Albanese while his present to his
Italian Prime Minister was a
(scarf), they said. PTI
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As India assumes charge of
presidency of the G-20

grouping in December, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Wednesday said the principle
of 'data for development' will
be an integral part of the
theme of India's presidency. 

Making this observation
after the Indonesian President
handed over the presidency to
the Prime Minister in Bali,
Modi also said, "India takes
charge of G-20 when the world
is grappling with geopolitical
tensions, economic slowdown,
rising food and energy prices."
The two-day G-20 summit in
Bali ended on Wednesday.

The Prime Minister said
India's G20 presidency will be
inclusive, ambitious, decisive
and action-oriented. In the
next one year, it will be our
endeavour that G20 works as
a global prime mover to give
impetus to collective action, he
said.

"Proper use of digital tech-
nologies can become a force
multiplier in the decades-long
global fight against poverty.
Digital solutions can be help-
ful in the fight against climate
change as we saw in examples
of remote-working and paper-
less offices during Covid," the
Prime Minister said. 

The digital transformation
should not be confined to a
small part of the human race
and its greater benefits will be
realised only when digital
access becomes truly inclusive,
he added. 

He said, "Together with
every country’s' efforts, we can
make the G20 summit a cata-
lyst for global welfare.”  The
next summit will be held in
New Delhi on September 9-10.
The Prime Minister said it was
a matter of pride for every
Indian citizen after the coun-
try gets Presidency of the G-20.

He said India will organise
G-20 meetings in different
states and cities of the country
and stressed the point that we
have to keep women-led devel-
opment a priority in the G20
agenda. 

Modi also pointed out that
there is a huge digital divide at
the international level but
when it comes to India, we are
making digital access public.
"India has developed digital

public goods whose basic
architecture has in-built demo-
cratic principles," he said.

“Citizens of most develop-
ing countries of the world do
not have any kind of digital
identity. Only 50 countries
have digital payment systems. 

Can we take a pledge
together that in the next ten
years we will bring digital
transformation in the life of
every human being, so that no
person in the world will be
deprived of the benefits of
digital technology,” Modi said. 

On the issue of environ-
ment, the Prime Minister said
the sense of ownership over
natural resources is giving rise
to conflict today, and has
become the main cause of the
plight of the environment. For

the safe future of the planet, the
sense of trusteeship is the solu-
tion. LiFE i.e. 'Lifestyle for
Environment' campaign can
make a big contribution to this.
Its purpose is to make sus-
tainable lifestyles a mass move-
ment.

The need today is that the
benefits of development are
universal and all-inclusive, he
said adding without peace and
security, our future generations
will not be able to take advan-
tage of economic growth or
technological innovation. 

The G-20 has to convey a
strong message in favour of
peace and harmony. All these
priorities are fully embodied in
the theme of India's G-20
Chairmanship – "One Earth,
One Family, One Future”.
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New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Wednesday stayed
the Bombay High Court's order
saying those interested in pro-
tection and welfare of stray
dogs, including feeding them in
Nagpur, must adopt or put
them up in dog shelter homes
and bear expenses for their
maintenance.

The apex court directed
the Nagpur Municipal
Corporation to take steps for
the general public to feed stray
dogs at appropriate locations,
demarcated and identified by
them.  "You cannot insist that
people who want to feed them
must adopt them," the court
observed orally during the
hearing. A bench of Justices
Sanjiv Khanna and JK
Maheshwari also asked the

public to ensure no nuisance is
caused by feeding the stray
dogs. The bench said till the
next date of hearing no coercive
steps should be taken in pur-
suance of the October 20 order
of the High Court, which had
ordered imposition of penalty
of Rs 200 for every breach. 

The apex court was hear-
ing petitions challenging the
HC order which said no citizen
of Nagpur and areas sur-
rounding it shall feed or make
any attempt to feed stray dogs
in public places, gardens, etc. 

The top court asked the
municipal corporation and
Animal Welfare Board of India
(AWBI) to file their responses
as also take stand on the direc-
tions given in the October 20
order. PNS
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Abuse of dark net, crypto
currency and misuse of

social media for terrorist
financing, and creation of
effective multilateral approach
in identification and mitigation
of threats will be part of the
agenda of two-day interna-
tional conference No Money
for Terror (NMFT) beginning
here on Friday.

The agenda also includes
an effective legislative frame-
work to facilitate internet ser-
vice providers/social media
platforms to work towards
their monitoring, control and
correction .

“Terrorists and extremists
have improvised on technolo-
gies like crypto-currency and
crowdfunding by customising
them to suit their require-
ments. The Dark Web brings

together professional hackers
and those terrorists seeking to
crowd source or transfer funds
and the same will be part of the
agenda of the NMFT,” an offi-
cial said.

The use of gold trade
through shell companies is
also likely to come up during
the meet, the officials said,
adding, the anonymous, and
decentralised and the often
untraceable nature of terror
financing through various
means poses a serious chal-
lenge.

The week control mecha-
nisms of social media plat-
forms and their misuse by
Terrorists and Extremist
Groups for raising funds have
been regularly highlighted at
various forums. However, an
effective multilateral and
multi-stakeholder approach
can help in the identification

and mitigation of threats of
emerging terror-financing
mechanisms.  

Recent years have wit-
nessed a combination of cryp-
to-currencies, the dark web,
crowd funding and the absence
of regulatory environments
supporting funding for terror-
ists and extremist groups. 

They have also misused
non-profit and non-govern-
ment organisations as front
structures for financing their
activities, officials said.

Noting that threats by ter-
rorism and extremism have
become more diverse in con-
temporary times and have
been exacerbated by the
extremists and jihadists claim-
ing political socio-cultural
motivations /legitimacy for
their insidious actions, the
sources in the  law enforcing
agencies  said that  there is an

urgent need to choke terrorist
financing from all the sources. 

The meet comes in the
backdrop of insurgent groups
worldwide engaging in sectar-
ian conflicts based on ethnic-
nationalist and communal
lines, the officials said. 

A substantial number of
terrorist attacks continue to be
perpetrated by local actors
against local targets (state
machinery) aimed at achieving
local objectives even though
there has been a shift in the
power dynamics of certain
groups.

The meet also aims to
enhance coordination between
various countries to facilitate
inclusion and regulation of
the private sector as well as the
extension of technical assis-
tance to smaller financial insti-
tutions so as to curb terrorist
financing, officials added. 

New Delhi: Striking a word of
caution against clickbait head-
lines and fake news,
Information and Broadcasting
Minister Anurag Thakur on
Wednesday said media must not
allow the space for responsible,
fair and balanced journalism be
occupied by others.

Addressing a function to
celebrate the National Press
Day, Thakur urged the media to
reflect and self-introspect on
how to immunise itself from the
"virus of infodemic" that con-
tinued to inflict malicious dis-

information on societies across
geographies. "It is extremely
regrettable that a prominent dig-
ital media platform was recent-
ly found to be indulging in mali-
cious disinformation to target
our Government," minister said
addressing function organised
by Press Council of India. "The
regret is all more that this was
done with no regard for what it
does to India's image and
nation's prestige," Thakur said,
noting that democracies across
world were seized of problem of
weaponised disinformation. PTI
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Strengthen the tobacco con-
trol laws to reduce tobacco

consumption and prevalence of
cancer cases, doctors and health
activists have urged the
Government as they cited a
Parliamentary panel report
which flagged that while crores
of funds is being spent on treat-
ment on cancer, desired steps
are not taken to curb con-
sumption of the deadly items.

Dr Pankaj Chaturvedi,
Professor & Surgeon,
Department of Head & Neck
Surgery, Tata Memorial Centre,
Mumbai said, “It is scientifical-
ly established that if a person is
kept away from tobacco till the
age of 21 years and above, there

is a very high probability that
s/he will remain tobacco free for
rest of his life. “Several countries
have now increased the mini-
mum age of sale of tobacco
products to 21 years. 

Increasing minimum legal
age for sale of tobacco products
from 18 years to 21 years and
banning smoking area/point of
sale advertisements by amend-
ing COTPA 2003, is crucial to
protect youth from tobacco.” As
per the Indian Council of
Medical Research,  the number
of Indians suffering from can-

cer is likely to experience a rise
of about 29.8 million in 2025
from 26.7 million in 2022.

Tobacco use is a prominent
risk factor for 6 to 8 leading
causes of death. Almost 40% of
the Non Communicable
Diseases (NCDs) including can-
cers, cardio-vascular diseases
and lung disorders are directly
attributable to tobacco use. In its
report, “Cancer Care Plan &
Management: Prevention,
Diagnosis, Research &
Affordability of Cancer
Treatment”,  the parliamentary
panel too has observed that in
India, tobacco use in different
forms, accounts for nearly50 %
of all cancers. These are called
tobacco related cancers, so these
cancers are preventable.“There
is an urgent need to disincen-

tivize  consumption of tobacco
in the country, the  Committee
accordingly recommends gov-
ernment to formulate effective
policies on tobacco control as
well ensure teen-population do
not fall to tobacco addiction,”
the report said.

Welcoming the report
observation, Bhavna B
Mukhopadhyay, Chief
Executive, Voluntary Health
Association of India said, “the
consumption of tobacco prod-
ucts has a huge adverse impact
on health of children, youth and
public at large.  The unrestrict-
ed and attractive advertisement
of tobacco products attracts
innocent minds, who are not
aware of adverse consequences
of consuming these addictive
products.
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The use of masks is not
compulsory during air trav-

el but passengers should prefer-
ably use them amid the declin-
ing number of coronavirus
cases, the civil aviation ministry
said on Wednesday. It also
said that any specific reference
to fine/penal action need not be
announced as part of the in-
flight announcements.

Till now, the use of masks
or face covers while travelling
on flights was mandatory. In a
communication to the sched-
uled airlines, the ministry said
the latest decision has been
taken in line with the govern-
ment's policy of a graded
approach to COVID-19 man-
agement response.

"... The in-flight announce-
ments henceforth may only
mention that in view of the
threat posed by COVID-19, all
passengers should preferably
use mask/face covers," the com-
munication said.The total
number of active coronavirus
cases in the country account-
ed was only 0.02 per cent of the
total infections and the recov-
ery rate increased to 98.79 per
cent, according to the latest
official data. The number of
people who have recuperated
from the disease surged to
4,41,28,580 and the case fatal-
ity rate was recorded at 1.19 per
cent.
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As a tough triangular contest
awaits in Karnataka  in

another six months, the BJP has
claimed it has already com-
pleted its "social engineering"
in the southern state  and the
Congress would not be allowed
to have the 2013 advantage
when both Narendra Modi
and BS Yediyurappa were not
present in the electoral scene
for the party.

In an election, which is
expected to be keenly fought by
the ruling BJP, the challenger
Congress and the JDS, which
seeks to be a kingmaker, the
moves  to draw major castes
and communities to its side are
on with the BJP already con-
tinuing  with the ‘Jana Sankalpa
Yatra’ covering 100 con-
stituencies out of the total 224
with Chief Minister Basavraj
Bommai  leading  it along with
senior Lingayat leader and for-
mer Chief Minister BS
Yediyurappa. It is a counter to
‘Bharat Jodo Yatra ‘ of the

Congress which has sought to
pep up  a ‘united’ party cam-
paign and sought to pushback
its ‘infighting’. The JD (S) had
in 2018 contested in alliance
with AIMIM, this time round
seeks to contest all seats by
itself.

The BJP  which is certain
to go to election under the lead-
ership of Bommai, will be
heavily baking on the pull of
Prime Minster Narendra Modi
and Yediyurappa with the lat-
ter given a place in the party’s
central parliamentary board,
the  BJP’s highest decision
making body.

“We have completed our
social engineering and are
addressing demands of all
social and underprivileged
groups in Karnataka. We are
sure to repeat UP, Uttarakhand
and Assam in the state… BJP
will win at least 128 seats in the
new assembly,” BJP’s Karnataka
leader MG Mahesh told The
Pioneer. Mahesh, who is also
the chief spokesperson of the
party,  said the Congress is

making a false claim of “shift-
ing” of   Lingayat votes  and
insisted  that the opposition
party was on a decline while the
BJP was “on the upswing  in
Karnataka under  Modi ,
Yediurappa and Bommai com-
bination.”

Asked about the
Veershaiva Panchamasali sub-
sect of Lingayats not happy
with their demand for the
OBC category, Mahesh said,
“soon the issue would be
resolved”.

Panchamasalis  are
demanding changing their
position from 3B category to
2A within  the Other Backward
Class (OBC)  list. They are ask-
ing the Bommai government to
decide on the community’s
demand for reservations under
the OBC  category for govern-
ment jobs and education to be
legible for 15 per cent jobs
reservation instead of the cur-
rent 5 per  cent quota.

The Bommai government
has said it  will take a decision
on including the Panchamasali
Lingayat under 2A OBC quota
based on the report of
Karnataka Backward Classes
Commission.

BJP leaders insist that the
“ Congress will  now not have
the advantage of absence of
Yediyurappa in Karnataka for
the and Modi at the Centre in
2013”. “The BJP would be
voted to power as people see

the double-engine government
would continue the develop-
ment work in the state”.

After the ‘Jan Sankalpa
Yatra that would conclude in
December the party would
start in January another  major
yatra across all constituencies
until before the polling and
scale up its campaign with  all
central leaders, they said.

In the larger social engi-
neering  of the BJP ,the state
leaders  point-out the reserva-
tion quota for SC/ST increased
by the Bommai government
from 15 to 17 per cent  and 3
to 7 per cent respectively.
Interestingly, the additional
quota will end up  providing 56
percent reservation , much
more than the SC promulgat-
ed  cap of 50 per cent. The
SC/ST population in Karnataka
constitutes  one-fourth of the
total population.

Besides, BJP leaders also
referred to  the benefits given
by the Bommai government  to
the Kurba community – the
third largest after Lingayat and
Vokkaliga  “by allocating  Rs
350 crore  for providing  20
goats and sheep to the com-
munity members”.

Asked about a  “generation
next”  akin to Gujarat in deny-
ing tickets to the sitting
Karnataka MLAs, a senior  BJP
leader requesting anonymity
said “BJP is bold enough to take
change.”
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The Election Commission
on Wednesday asked the

Gujarat chief electoral officer to
inquire and take action “as war-
ranted” after the Aam Aadmi
Party alleged that its Surat
(East) candidate was abducted
and coerced by the BJP to
withdraw from the poll fray.

A four-member delegation
of AAP led by Delhi Deputy
Chief Minister Manish Sisodia
met the Commission officials
this evening and handed over
a representation after holding
a protest outside the EC office
here. The BJP rejected the alle-
gations with Union Minister
Anurag Thakur accusing the
Arvind Kejriwal-led Aam
Aadmi Party of making false
claims as a “cover-up” for the
charges of corruption it was
facing.

Sisodia alleged AAP can-
didate from Surat (East)
Kanchan Jariwala was forced to
withdraw his nomination and
abducted at the behest of the
BJP which “feared” defeat on
the seat in the Gujarat assem-
bly election.

The Delhi deputy chief
minister demanded that the
election process in the con-
stituency be put on hold till an
impartial inquiry is held into

the matter.
An EC spokesperson said

AAP’s representation has been
sent to the CEO in Gujarat to
inquire and take “action as war-
ranted”.

Sisodia claimed that
Jariwala was still “missing” and
his life was in danger.

However, Surat city BJP
president Niranjan Zanzmera
refuted the allegations and said
the AAP should “take care of its
own house.”

Jariwala also issued a video
statement in which he pur-
portedly said he withdrew his
nomination without any pres-
sure and had followed his con-
science after the people of his
constituency labelled him “anti-
national” and “anti-Gujarat”
for contesting the election from
AAP. The AAP representation
urged the poll panel not to
accept Jariwala’s application
for withdrawal of the nomina-
tion, claiming it was obtained
under “threat and coercion”.

Pressing for an inquiry,
Sisodia demanded that if the
BJP is found complicit, the elec-
tion in the assembly seat should
be rescheduled.

“The BJP first tried to get
the nomination rejected by
putting frivolous objections
and tried to influence the pro-
posers of the candidate by

threat and coercion to back-
track their signatures on the
nomination papers of AAP
candidate,” Sisodia alleged
while speaking to reporters.

The returning officer of
Surat (East), “in all his fairness”,
rejected the objections raised
and accepted the nomination of
AAP’s Jariwala, he said.

“But the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) did not stop there
and went on to threaten
Kanchan Jariwala and also his
family,” he charged.

Sisodia claimed the police

personnel then took Jariwala to
the nomination centre “under
their protection” for the with-
drawal of his nomination.

“It is not only a misuse of
the police machinery but
against the essence of free and
fair elections. This is a horrif-
ic story and a blot on the elec-
tion system that threatens to
tear apart the democratic fab-
ric of the country,” Sisodia
charged, urging the poll panel
to take notice of the “grave sit-
uation” and order an inquiry
into the entire episode.

In his representation to
the EC, Sisodia also shared a
Twitter link to a video clip of
the purported incident that he
claimed was shot by “the local
person present there”.

“The BJP leadership has
taken him (Jariwala) to an
undisclosed location. His
mobile phones continue to
remain switched off,” Sisodia
claimed. BJP leader Anurag
Thakur said AAP had earlier
claimed about missing MLAs
in Delhi, but their legislators
were found “enjoying a movie,
having a meal and ice cream”.

“Those who once agitated
against corruption are now
neck deep in corruption,” he
said.

“I am not aware of the
details in this particular case,
but if you take a look at their
earlier statements, they were
found to be fake. They make
such statements only to remain
in the headlines and hide their
corruption,” Thakur said.

Earlier at a press confer-
ence here, Sisodia claimed
Jariwala had been missing
along with his family members
since Tuesday, adding that the
last time the AAP candidate
was seen at the Election
Commission’s office in Surat
during scrutiny of his nomi-
nation papers.
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Congress on Wednesday
attacked Prime Minister

Narendra Modi saying it has
long been a tradition that PMs
do not carry their domestic
politics and prejudices to
Indian audiences abroad but
this convention was broken
after May 2014 with the latest
example being in Indonesia.

The Opposition party’s
attack came a day after Modi,
while addressing the Indian
diaspora in Indonesia, assert-
ed that there is a “huge differ-
ence” between pre- and post-
2014 India. 

The prime minister said
the country is now moving
ahead at an “unprecedented
speed and scale” as he show-
cased the achievements of his
term in power to the diaspora
in Indonesia.

Attacking Modi, Congress
general secretary in-charge
communications Jairam
Ramesh said on Twitter, “It’s
long been a tradition that our
PMs do not carry their domes-
tic politics, prejudices & parti-
sanship to Indian audiences
abroad. This healthy conven-
tion was broken after May
2014, the latest example being
in Indonesia where FekuMaster

once again showed his self-
obsession.” In his remarks at the
diaspora event in Bali, where he
attended the G20 Summit,
Modi had said, “The huge dif-
ference between pre- and post-
2014 India is that of speed and
scale.” “Today, India is moving
ahead at an unprecedented
speed and scale,” he had said,
adding that India now builds
the biggest statues and the
biggest stadiums.

The Modi-led BJP govern-
ment was voted to power in

2014. The ruling BJP again
swept back to power in the
2019 general elections.

Though Modi was indi-
rectly referring to the term of
his government at the Centre,
he stopped short of naming
previous governments, or any
particular political party.

“We don’t dream small
anymore. Since 2014, we have
opened more than 320 million
bank accounts. More than the
population of USA,” he had
said.
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AICC general secretary
Jairam Ramesh, who is

walking with Rahul Gandhi in
Bharat Jodo Yatra, on
Wednesday said the condition
of roads in Maharashtra and
Bihar is equally bad and took a
dig at the Central government
over the road construction.

Talking to reporters in
Washim, Ramesh said the con-
dition of roads in Maharashtra
is bad unlike in Tamil Nadu,
Kerala, Karnataka, Telangana
and Andhra Pradesh. He said he
experienced difficulty in walk-
ing on roads in Maharashtra leg
of the foot march. The Yatra
continued on the 10th day of its
Maharashtra leg on Wednesday
in Washim district in the
Vidarbha region.

“There is a minister in the
Modi government who holds an
important portfolio and it is
believed that after Sher Shah
Suri, he has constructed all
roads. He has an image of a
master road builder. He also
boasts of his work. What has

happened to Marathwada and
Vidarbha?” Ramesh asked.

He said Maharashtra is
number one in investment “but
I have to say there is no differ-
ence in terms of roads between
Maharashtra and Bihar”.

The All India Congress
Committee (AICC) general sec-
retary (communications) also
said he walked more than 100
km in Marathwada and
Vidarbha regions and the poor
condition of roads was very
unfortunate.

“We had so much trouble
walking on roads. We did not
experience such a situation
when the Yatra passed through
Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka,
Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh,” Ramesh said, adding
he walked 15 km (in Washim)
and the 7 km stretch was very
bad. AICC spokesperson
Supriya Shrinate, who was pre-
sent with Ramesh at the media
interaction, criticised the
Central government for “being
in a denial mode over the eco-
nomic problems faced by the
country.
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To foster the State’s religious
potential and also establish

the State as the hub of religious
and spiritual tourism in the
country, the Uttar Pradesh
Cabinet on Wednesday gave its
approval to the New Tourism
Policy.

The state, under the poli-
cy, will develop separate reli-
gious circuits. As per the vision,
the places associated with Lord
Ram will be developed as the
Ramayana Circuit and reli-
gious places associated with
Lord Krishna as Krishna
Circuit.

Urban Development
Minister AK Sharma, while
giving details of the new
tourism policy and develop-
ment of new areas, said that
Ayodhya, Chitrakoot, Bithoor
and other places of significance
during the Ramayana period
would be included in the
Ramayana circuit.

“Similarly, Mathura,
Vrindavan, Gokul, Govardhan,
Barsana, Nandgaon, and
Baldev will be included in the

Krishna circuit. The Buddhist
circuit will include Kapilvastu,
Sarnath, Kushinagar,
Kaushambi, Shravasti,
Ramgram and other places,”
Sharma said.

He said that to promote
wildlife and eco-tourism, sanc-
tuary and forest reserve would
be developed. “Places endowed
with natural beauty and with
ecotourism potential will be
identified and developed. At
the same time, it is proposed to
increase tourist-friendly facil-
ities while developing areas
related to wildlife,” he 
said.

Mahabharata circuit has
also been envisaged. In this,
places like Hastinapur,
Kampilya, Echhatra, Barnawa,
Mathura, Kaushambi, Gonda,
Lakshagriha have been select-
ed.

Similarly, the Shaktipeeth
circuit will also be developed.
It will extend from
Vindhyavasini Devi,
Ashtabhuja to Devipatan,
Naimisharanya, Maa Lalita
Devi, Maa Jwala Devi,
Shakumbhari Devi from

Saharanpur to Shivani Devi,
Chitrakoot and Sheetla Mata in
Mau.

To boost spiritual tourism
in the state, Gorakhpur,
Balrampur, Mathura, Sant
Ravidas Sthal, Maa
Parameshwari Devi, Azamgarh,
Bighu Ashram of Ballia,
Bateshwar of Agra, Hanuman
Dham in Shahjahanpur have
been included.

A Sufi Kabir circuit will
also be developed along the
same lines. In this, it is pro-
posed to be extended from
Amethi, Maghar, Sant Kabir
Nagar to Kabirdas’ karmab-
hoomi Lahartara in 
Varanasi.

The Jain circuit will also be
extended from Deogarh,
Hastinapur to Parshwanath,
Digambar Jain temple,
Ramnagar.

In an innovative move, the
government will also develop
craft circuits. The districts
famous for handicrafts will be
developed. A proposal has
been passed to construct a
craft circuit by including all
such districts.
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Bharatiya Janata Party has
disrupted the smooth run

of Samajwadi Party in the
Mainpuri bypoll by fielding
Raghuraj Singh Shakya, a close
aide of Shivpal Singh Yadav, the
estranged uncle of SP chief
Akhilesh Yadav.

Raghuraj Singh Shakya, on
Wednesday, filed his nomina-
tion papers for the December
5 bypoll to the Mainpuri Lok
Sabha seat in Uttar Pradesh.
Before filing the nomination
papers, the BJP candidate vis-
ited the ‘samadhi’ of Mulayam
Singh Yadav at his native village
Saifai to offer floral tributes.

The BJP had on Tuesday
named Shakya, a former
Member of Parliament, as its
candidate to take on SP candi-
date Dimple Yadav on the seat
considered as the stronghold of
the SP. Dimple Yadav is the wife
of SP chief Akhilesh Yadav.

The by-election in
Mainpuri has been necessitat-
ed due to the death of SP
founder Mulayam Singh Yadav.
Uttar Pradesh Deputy Chief

Minister Keshav Prasad
Maurya, UP BJP chief
Bhupendra Singh Chaudhary,
Union minister BL Verma, BJP
state general secretary Ashwani
Tyagi, among others were pre-
sent during the filing of nom-
ination by Shakya.

Shakya was once a close
associate of Shivpal Yadav, but
he quit his Pragatisheel
Samajwadi Party (Lohia) to
join the BJP earlier this year. He
was earlier in the SP and sided
with Shivpal Yadav after the lat-
ter formed his party in April,
2017. Addressing a large gath-
ering after the filing of the
nomination papers, Keshav
Prasad Maurya claimed that
people would vote for the saf-

fron party in huge numbers
and the party would snatch the
seat from the SP.

He said BJP’s central lead-
ership, after a long deliberation,
had decided to field Shakya. He
also assured the people that all
illegal encroachments would be
removed and ‘goondagiri’
(hooliganism) would have no
place in Mainpuri once the BJP
candidate was elected from
the seat. On the SP naming
Shivpal Singh Yadav as its star
campaigner on the seat,
Maurya exuded confidence
that the BJP would register a
thumping victory.

Stressing that the Mainpuri
seat was important for the BJP,
Maurya said the party would
create a record by winning the
seat with the help of sustained
efforts of the party workers.

“‘Kamal (BJP’s party sym-
bol lotus) khilega’ and the BJP
will win with record votes,” he
said, adding that Akhilesh
Yadav cannot be Mulayam
Singh Yadav as he only wants
to take the benefit of his father’s
legacy “but  all his efforts will
go in vain as people know him.”
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Bahujan Samaj Party chief
Mayawati on Wednesday

accused Bharatiya Janata Party
and Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh of deceiving Pasmanda
Muslims after they organised a
sammelan for members of the
community.

Mayawati said the con-
cern shown by BJP and RSS for
Pasmanda Muslims was a “new
deceit” as their outlook towards
the community was well
known. She alleged that the BJP
treated the Muslims and down-
trodden community as like
they were treated during the
Congress regime.

In a tweet on Wednesday,
Mayawati said, “The concern of
the BJP and RSS towards the
Pasmanda Muslim communi-
ty is a new deceit. Their think-
ing, intention and outlook
towards the community is not
hidden from anyone. The BJP
held a Labharthi Sammelan,
attended by Pasmanda
Muslims, last week ahead of the
by-elections to the assembly
constituency in Rampur.

“The result of the BJP’s
negative outlook towards the
Muslim community is that
even under their government,
they are still as poor and back-
ward as in Congress rule,”
Mayawati said in another tweet.
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The quadrennial World Cup
Football Championship is hard-

ly one week away and Kerala, as
usual, is in a state of frenzy. The
football fever has gripped the entire
Malabar region (districts of
Malappuram, Kozhikode, Kannur
and Kasaragod) though the event is
happening thousands of miles away
in Qatar. The National Highway
stretching from Kasaragod to
Thrissur is dotted with larger-than-
life size cut outs of players like
Messie, Ronaldo and Neymar.
Though India does not figure any-
where near the World Cup compe-
tition, the truth is that the average

soccer lover in the State are well
versed about the strong and weak
points of all the nations that figure
in the final round of the month long
tournament.

But what about our own coun-
try which once boasted (in the 1960s
and 1970s) of some of the best play-
ers in Asia and had teams which
were household names in soccer
loving  States, Forget about P K
Banerjee , Chuni Gosway, Mewalal,
Jarnail Singh, Peter Thangaraj or
Ahmed Khan. The late 1960s and
early 1970s gave us football magi-
cian Inder Singh who immortalized
teams like Leaders Club
Jallandhar,and JCT Phagwara,  the
mercurial Magan Singh Rajvi (of

Rajasthan Armed Constabulary,
Bikaner) and his brother Chain
Singh, Shyam Thapa, the dancing
player Ranjith Thapa (of Mafatlal
Sports Club), Marto Gracious (Tata
Sports Club) and stars like Bir
Bahadur, Malappuram Azeez,
Ahmed Khan and Manjit Singh.

India were the gold medalists in
the first Asian Games and had fin-
ished fourth in the 1956 Melbourne
Olympics. Since then football got
stagnated in the country as those
who headed the All India Football
Federation had other interests. “We
had tournaments ranging from
Santhosh Trophy National
Championship and enough all India
tournaments. The Durand Cup in

New Delhi is the third oldest foot-
ball tournament in the world and
the oldest in Asia. Is it being held
new?” asks Magan Singh Rajvi,
who led India in many international
tournaments in 1970s. Magan singh
(74) is coaching young boys and

girls in his native town of Bikaner
as the AIFF had turned a blind eye
towards his achievements.

He said there were dozens of all
India tournaments as well as many
popular teams in the 1970s. “The
Indian Super League has not done
anything good for football in the
country. There are no players in
India who could inspire and encour-
age youngsters to take up the game,”
said Magan Singh whose son had
represented the Railways soccer
team.

Equally sad is T K Chathunni,
a contemporary of Magan Singh.
Chathunni had represented the
Army teams before moving over to
teams like Vasco and Salgaonkar in

Goa and Orkay Mills in Mumbai.
He had coached teams like Churchill
Brothers and was a regular player in
the national squad. “The Indian
Soccer League has literally spoiled
the game as what we see is not foot-
ball but some kind of carnival,” said
Chathunni who moved over to his
native town of Chalakkudi after
helping Manohar Parrikar, the late
Goa Chief Minister, to make soccer
the State Game of the Konkan
region.  

Both Chathunni and Magan
Singh asked whether the Santhosh
Trophy championship was being
held at all. “We should have more
and more tournaments and that
alone would encourage youngsters

to take up the game. In the 1970s
when there were no sports TV
channels, each tournament in Kerala
drew a daily crowd of 40,000. People
will patronize the game once the
tournaments are back and the local
lads don the boots,” said Chathunni.

For an average Indian, world
cup championship and European
Nations Cup are shows to be
enjoyed in TV like the action-
packed Hollywood movies starring
Clint Eastwood, Marlan Brando or
Charles Bronson! India’s FIFA
Ranking as on October 2022 was
106. “We have miles and miles to
travel before reaching the gateway
to the World Cup,” said Magan
Singh.
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Amid controversy over
Bengal minister Akhil

Giri’s disparaging remarks
against President Droupadi
Murmu, another State minister,
Birbaha Hansda on Wednesday
lodged an FIR against
Opposition Leader Suvendu
Adhikari for using uncouth
words against her.

Hansda a Santhali actor-
turned-politician too is a
woman and a representative of

the Adivasi community — like
Murmu.

In her FIR lodged at
Jhargram Police Station,
Birbaha — a Ministerof State
for Forest and Consumer
Affairs — said that she had felt
insulted by the comments
made against her by the State
Opposition Leader.

While speaking to jour-
nalists had referred to TMC
MLA Debnath Hansdaand
minister Birbaha Hansda say-
ing “they are just children and
they remain under my shoe.”
The video of Adhikari’s
remarks was shared by the
TMC on social media.

Apparently Adhikari’s
remarks gave a chance to the
Trinamool Congressto launch

a counter attack on the Akhil
Giri issue. While offering an
apology and distancing itself
from what Giri had said about
Murmu, the Bengal ruling out-
fit asked “if the President
Murmu is a tribal and a woman
then Birbaha Hansda too is a
tribal woman … if what Giri
has said is deplorable then
Adhikari’s remarks are also
equally condemnable.”

Earlier Trinamool
Congress second in command
Abhihek Banerjee challenged
the BJP leadership to “show the
courage of seeking apology for
what their Leader of
Opposition in Bengal has said
about another tribal woman
and a minister which is also a
constitutional post.”
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nantly. The court has expressed its
anguish that the forced conversion is a
threat to national security. Conversion,
forced or spontaneous, will change the
true demographic character of the nation
as a whole. For example if one person
changes his faith from religion A to B,
then the loss of 1 to A and gain of 1 to
B results in the difference of 2 between
A and B. 

When mass conversion takes place
the gulf between two religions widens by
twice the number of converted persons.
The point to drive home is that the
demographic character changes from
time to time not only by births and
deaths but by conversions, forced or
spontaneous.  Infiltration from border
countries and no action taken to deport
the illegal immigrants have been com-
pounding the problem of change of
demographic character. Odisha, Madhya
Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Himachal
Pradesh, Jharkhand and Uttarakhand
have passed anti-conversion laws. Anti-
conversion law should be passed at the
central level and this should be brought
into concurrent list so that this law shall
be made applicable in every nook and
corner of the country. Anti-conversion

law passed in some states cannot be as
effective as anti-conversion law passed
by the central government. Because
some states may not be interested to pass
the anti-conversion law.  Not just some
states are opposed to the anti-conversion
laws, there are some political parties also
that are opposed to the anti-conversion
law.

Political interest rather than nation-
al interest that dictates the mind of the
political parties in passing or not pass-
ing anti-conversion laws.  Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes are falling
prey to the designs of the people work-
ing hard in promoting conversion rack-
et.  Conversion of SCs and STs into other
faith is creating a new caste with ‘Dalit’
as prefix. The converted persons would
not like to abandon ‘Dalit’ as prefix to the
new community to which they cross over.
Because they want to enjoy the benefits
available to the Dalit community.
Therefore it is better for the dalits to
remain where they are and enjoy the ben-
efits bequeathed to them by the govern-
ments.

KV Seetharamaiah | Bengaluru
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Sir — At a time when chilling details of
the murder of a woman in Delhi, alleged-
ly by her live-in partner, continue to pour
in, news of another horrific killing has
come to light, this time from Madhya
Pradesh. A man allegedly killed a woman
by slitting her throat, shared a video with
the victim’s body on social media and
even dared to police to catch him. The
incident took place a week ago but the
police are yet to arrest Abhijit Patidar,
who claims to have killed 25-year-old
Shipra Jharia.

Her blood-smeared body was recov-
ered from one of the rooms of Mekhla
Resort in Jabalpur. In the video, the man
says “Bewafai nahi karne ka (don’t be
unfaithful)”. He then lifts a blanket to
reveal a woman lying in bed with her
throat slit. In another posted, Abhijit
identified himself as a trader from Patna
and claimed that the woman had an affair
with his business partner. With this all is
not well in India as the rime rate against
the women. 

Bhagwan Thadani | Mumbai
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Sir — The demise of the Telugu Cinema
Superstar, Ghattamaneni Siva Rama
Krishna Murthy is an irreparable loss to
the film industry. This legendary actor,
director, producer, writer was credited for
his incredible performances in 350 films. 

Known for his good-nature, coura-
geous decisions and a man with no ene-
mies, he earned everlasting fame for his
landmark movies like Alluri Seetharama
Raju and many more. The Golden Era
ends as a true legend rests in eternal
peace, but he will always remain in our
hearts forever.

Ramala Divya | Hyderabad
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Sir — Responding to the Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta’s contention that
religious conversion is rampant in trib-
al areas, the Supreme Court has asked
him to step in.  The Supreme Court has
viewed the forced conversion indig-
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SOUNDBITE

to cope with the almost
inevitable breach of the 1.5-
degree Celsius cap. How are
the developing countries going
to adapt and how are small
nations going to manage?

To take charge of the sit-
uation governments will need
to create robust climate adap-
tation plans. Adaptation is the
state or the process of chang-
ing to suit a new or expected
situation – in this case, the
potential impact of climate
change over the next few
years. While there are climate
change strategies for various
parts of India, unfortunately,
there is no distinct adaptation
strategy. There are some pass-
ing mentions such as in the
Mumbai Climate Action
Plan. India needs to put its
citizens at the centre of its cli-
mate adaptation plans. After
all, India has a cultural histo-
ry of environment-friendly
traditions and recycling has
old roots in our society.

We need to recognize that
awareness of climate change
amongst the masses is quite
limited. Climate change is a
complex idea and can be very
scientific and data-oriented
making it daunting for lay cit-
izens. India needs to simpli-
fy climate communication
and launch a nationwide cam-
paign to educate the masses.
It is this awareness that will
shape how people respond to
climate change, understand its

risks, and supports behaviours
around relevant solutions.
Government policies will also
have greater purchases if cit-
izens know the imminent
risks of climate change.

The government-led
adaptation strategies will help
reduce the state’s infrastruc-
ture’s vulnerability to climate
change for instance strength-
ening the stormwater
drainage network will guard
against excessive rain and
subsequent f looding.
Government should involve
common people in its climate
adaptation strategy. The cit-
izen-centric approach will
often have adaptation and
mitigation plans go hand in
hand. India should develop
guidelines for lay citizens to
incorporate potential extreme
weather in their daily lives.
Can we make behaviour shifts
to adapt to climate change?

For instance, can climate-
resilient housing plans, espe-
cially low-income housing, be
put together? We can have
simple ‘how to do’ norms for
solar energy for our homes or
for that matter even rainwa-
ter harvesting. Solar panels
can generate electricity for
home use and solar water
heaters on rooftops not only
reduce electricity consump-
tion but also provide shade.
Recharging groundwater and
local water bodies helps cre-
ate water sources and also

encourages the greening of
the environment. Can farm-
ers be taught about the utili-
ty of sturdier seeds capable of
handling abnormally higher
temperatures or unusual
rains?

We should educate people
about the concept of passive
cooling so that it can be
incorporated into our current
and prospective homes. There
needs to be a campaign to
help create kitchen and ter-
race gardens. Can the hous-
ing societies be incentivized
to green any unused space in
the neighbourhood. Can the
know-how of efficient com-
posting of food waste at home
be shared widely? We should
make it a habit to reuse water
drained from water purifiers.
We could use the adverse sit-
uation to skill people and
generate employment for the
marginalized and commu-
nities most vulnerable to cli-
mate change. These small
but important changes in our
habits and behavior are going
to go a long way in our abil-
ity to manage changes that are
surely underway. With the
COP27 underway in Egypt, it
is hoped that the tall promis-
es made are actualized else
UNFCC and the COP
process will lead to a loss of
its credibility.
(The author is a public policy
advisor. The views expressed

are personal) 
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The anomalous bouts
of incessant rain in
Delhi in late
September and early
October, the heavy

rains that destroyed so many
Durga Puja plans in Bihar and
Bengal, the downpours that
caused Bangalore to go under,
and in the near abroad the
unprecedented f loods in
Pakistan and the unusual
draught in China – all have a
common underlying theme. If
these events have not got you
wondering it is time you got out
of the cave you reside in.

The last few months have
presented the ramifications of
climate change up front and
centre and the frequency of
draughts, disruptive floods, and
heat waves are going to increase
dramatically. Climate change is
now the buzzword amongst gov-
ernments, think tanks, and even
large corporations. There are
numerous talk shops, from the
COPs to G20 to UN programs,
making promises to arrest glob-
al climate change. Amidst the
claim and commitments, it is
time to do a reality check.

The biggest gap it seems is
between the commitments made
for climate finance and technol-
ogy and their actual delivery.
The historical polluters and car-
bon emitters - Canada, the US,
and much of Western Europe,
are far from delivering on their
promise of finance and technol-
ogy to support climate change
strategies in the less developed
countries. The primary global
goal in the fight against climate
change is to limit the rise in
world average temperatures to
less than 1.5-degree celsius
above that of the pre-industrial-
isation era. This goal is almost
surely going to be breached and
we are all being woolly-headed
by not recognising that.

It is high time that nations,
especially those in the global
south, come to terms with this
reality. While they should contin-
ue to push and shove for the rich
nations to make good their com-
mitments and offer greater con-
cessions it will be prudent for
them to make their plans. This
begets important questions about
how nations like India are going
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POINTCOUNTERPOINT

The Gujarat Assembly
elections may cost
about Rs 1,000 crore to

the nation in direct expens-
es by the Election 
Commission and political
parties. The expenses would
be about 250 per cent more
than 2017, as per Election
Commission decision to
allow candidates to spend
more to match inflationary
costs.

The election expenses
give a boost to the local
economy, with the sale vari-
ous kinds of buntings, flags,
other gifts to voters, pho-
tographs of leaders and pro-
vide a number of services
from vehicles, audio systems
and other facilities for hold-
ing small and big meetings.

Another interesting
aspect is the betting at the

satta bazar. It involves thou-
sands of crores of investment.
Actual expenses would be
known after the polls but it is
certain that the EC would
spend Rs 450 crore in con-
ducting the two-phase elec-
tions. The state government
allocated Rs 387 crore in the
annual budget for 2022–23
for election expenses based
on costs estimated by the
chief electoral officer for the
2022 Assembly elections. The
2017 Assembly elections were
supposed to cost Rs 250
crore, but the actual expens-
es were Rs 326 crore. Similar
to this, in 2012, Rs 175 crore
were estimated, but the actu-
al expenses exceeded the
estimated amount.

Expenses could go up
due to the increase in the cost
of remuneration to the elec-

tion staff, increased logistics
and vehicle costs, increased
number of booths and
polling stations. In 2012, a
candidate could spend Rs
16 lakh. It has now been
raised to Rs 40 lakh. So, on
an average if there are three
candidates from three major
parties  -- the BJP, Congress
and the AAP -- the candidate
expenses would accrue to
Rs 218.4 crore for 182 seats.
But in many constituencies,
there are various smaller
regional and state parties
which too would be contest-
ing. So the total expenses can
be over Rs 400 crore.

The parties get funds
from the electoral bonds and
donations. In 2017, the cen-
tral BJP collected Rs 160.7
crore and the Gujarat unit Rs
88.5 crore. The expenses

shown to EC were Rs 115.02
crore by the central party and
the state party spent Rs 15.84
crore. There were expenses of
Rs 76.24 lakh on top leaders,
including three visits of UP
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, for other leaders
Rs 35.64 lakh was spent.

The central Congress
party collected Rs 49.1 crore
in 2017 and the state unit Rs
20.1 crore. The spending fig-
ures were Rs 12.4 crore by the
central party and Rs 7.6 crore
by the state unit.

BJP vice-president
Gordhan Zadaphia has
demanded that the expenses
to be incurred on Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
poll rallies in Gujarat be
added to the party’s 
expenditure, while Congress
sought more transparency

in the poll process during
their meetings with Chief
Election Commissioner Rajiv
Kumar during his visit to the
state. In many cases, these are
added to the expenses of the
candidates.

The Congress central
headquarters spent Rs 6.05
crore on travel expenses of
star campaigners and visits of
senior leaders such as Rahul
Gandhi, Manmohan Singh,
Ashok Gehlot and others.

The BJP spent 2.5 times
more than its immediate
rival. A major expense was
on publicity. Overall, the BJP
spent Rs 45.6 crore on media
and advertisements, while
the Congress spent Rs 8.68
crore. The BJP spent Rs 13.01
crore on procuring publicity
materials such as hoardings,
flags, arches, banners, stick-

ers and so on compared to
Congress’ Rs 1.30-crore.

These expenses were for
the 45-day period or less
during the elections. Actual
campaigning in various
modes began much earlier.
For the ruling party the state
government expenses are not
reflected.

Since this time prices of
every commodity have
increased many times, it is
expected that the overall
expenses by political parties
would double. Easily, the
total expenses would 
surpass Rs 1000 crore in
Gujarat.

An interesting aspect is
that the satta bazar the bet-
ting on candidates’ fate.
Though it has now become a
national phenomenon, in
Gujarat the state elections

evoke special interest. The
Phalodi-based satta bazar
takes keen interest in the fate
of each of the candidates. It
is said that the candidates
themselves sometimes partic-
ipate in satta to boost their
popularity and improve their
chances of winning polls.
Presently, the satta is throw-
ing its support for the BJP.

The bookies have
become active and are
expecting a turnover of Rs
40,000 to 50,000 crore.

Apart from official
expenses there would be
about a moderate portion of
the expenses that would 
possibly not be in white. But
that is how elections are.
Finally, the expenses may go
beyond the normal assess-
ments, which are also likely
to jump up.
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(The author is a policy
analyst) 
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This year, 2022, is the year when
it became clear to us all that we
are in the midst of a powerful cli-
mate crisis that is only getting
worse. Widespread floods in

Pakistan displaced tens of millions from
their homes and flooded about a third of
the country. Devastating hurricanes hit the
East Coast of the US and the Caribbean,
wreaking havoc on a massive scale. Severe
droughts dried up great rivers in Europe and
China. This is only a partial list of the major
disasters which UN experts have told us
time and time again, are only likely to
increase as we continue to emit greenhouse
gases.

Presently, world leaders, government
representatives, experts, representatives of
the private sector and civil society, acade-
mics, opinion shapers, and policy formu-
lators have come together at the COP 27
annual climate conference in Sharm El
Sheikh, Egypt, to discuss ways to prevent
the climate crisis. Success of the conference
is of the utmost importance. So too is the
advancement of all the issues it will focus
on, such as the continuation of global efforts
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, adop-
tion of a global goal for adaptation and
adjustment to the climate crisis, increasing
climate financing and progress on the topic
of “loss and damage,” as well as advancing
cooperation in the exchange of knowledge
and experience.

Israel, located in an arid region and fac-
ing chronic water shortages, high temper-
atures, and a difficult environment for agri-
cultural development, has had to invent cre-
ative solutions. Through decades of knowl-
edge and experience, it has found practi-
cal solutions to climate challenges, which
Israel wishes to share and collaborate on in
order to bring about their implementation.

These solutions involve areas that are
essential to handling the climate crisis, such
as efficiency of water resources and creation
of new water sources, drought-resistant
agriculture and precision agriculture, inven-
tion of animal protein substitutes and sus-
tainable crops, energy efficiency and ener-
gy storage, restoration and preservation of
forests in arid areas, circular economy, and
the production of new materials that are cli-
mate and environment-friendly.

Hundreds of startups in Israel are cre-
ating technologies that answer many of
today’s environmental challenges, such as
pollution, drought, habitat loss and the need
to develop alternative sources of energy.
Israeli innovators are pioneering solutions
for harnessing clean hydrogen energy
from algae, revolutionising pesticides for
sustainability, keeping food fresher longer
and much more.

Many ideas also come from an active
and aware civil society, which contributes
to the climate-environmental discourse and
activities, ideas that often are then integrat-
ed into government action.

Israel is famous for “making the desert
bloom” by developing advanced technolo-
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(The author is
Ambassador of Israel to

India)

gies in the fields of irrigation, water
desalination, cloud seeding, combat-
ing desertification, and wastewater
recycling. For many decades, Israel
has successfully overcome harsh cli-
matic conditions and knows how to
maximise resources in an arid envi-
ronment. Now that many countries
face the need to adapt to climate
change, Israel finds itself in a unique
position to provide both expertise
and technology.

To pursue sustainable develop-
ment, MASHAV—Israel’s Agency
for International Development
Cooperation, is engaged in differ-
ent projects all over the world,
including India. Two experts—an
Agriculture Attache and a Water
Attache—are posted in India who
are closely working with the feder-
al and state governments in the field
of agriculture and water.

The model of cooperation that
India and Israel have built over the
years is called the Indo-Israel
Agricultural Project (IIAP), which
is the largest Israeli agriculture pro-
ject in the world. Under this project,
we have 29 fully-active Indo-Israeli
Centers of Excellence across India.
These centres implement Israeli
agro-techniques tailored to local
conditions and provide training to
Indian farmers. MASHAV also
brings Israeli experts to India and
trains the trainers of these centres
throughout the year.

Water security is another signif-
icant aspect of our partnership
with India. The importance of this
partnership can be understood
from the fact that India is the only
country wherein Israel has the
position of a Water Attache to help
share Israeli best practices and
technologies for advancements in
India’s water management sector.

Both Governments have a

memorandum of understanding
or MoU on cooperation in water
resource management and develop-
ment signed in 2016 wherein they
have identified various projects
under the Indo-Israel cooperation.
Presently we have a flagship water
project underway in Bundelkhand,
Uttar Pradesh, to make 25 villages
of the region water sustainable
with the existing infrastructure.
Green energy is another sector where
we are proud to deepen our cooper-
ation. Israel joined the India-led
International Solar Alliance during
External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar’s
visit to Israel in October 2021.

The I2U2 Group, established by
Israel, India, the UAE, and the
United States, has announced two
key projects in India, in the fields of
food security and clean energy. The
I2U2 partners agreed to cooperate
to mobilise private sector capital and
expertise to help modernise infra-
structure, decarbonise industries,
improve public health, and promote
the development of green technolo-
gies. In turn, these projects will
greatly benefit the people of India.

Further evidence of Israel’s
desire to share information is the
establishment, for the first time, of
an Israeli pavilion at the COP con-
ference. The pavilion will focus on
climate innovation and solutions,
and dozens of events aimed at cre-
ating international and regional
cooperation in the Middle East will
be held. We understand that region-
al and international cooperation is
critical to dealing with the climate
crisis; therefore, our goal is that
every event at the Israeli pavilion
will create a long-term partnership
and process. The participation of an
especially large and high-ranking
Israeli delegation is also expected.
The delegation will include repre-

sentatives from all the sectors that
must be harnessed in order to deal
with the climate crisis: govern-
ment, civil society, the private sec-
tor, local government, academia,
and more.

In order to overcome the climate
crisis, humanity needs practical,
applicable solutions to build climate
resilience and reduce greenhouse gas
emissions that can be implemented
on a local as well as a global scale.
These solutions should help meet
global mitigation goals and reinforce
resilience among countries and
communities that are already affect-
ed, as well as assist in the implemen-
tation of the UN’s sustainable devel-
opment goals—the SDGs.

International cooperation in
the field of climate innovation also
provides an excellent opportunity to
strengthen the economy for the ben-
efit of all, create new jobs, and
advance human prosperity, while
preserving nature, the climate and
ecological diversity.

Israel’s climate innovation can
help the entire world develop the
capabilities it needs to adapt to the
climate crisis and build resilience.

Israel is eager to contribute its
share of experience, as well as to
learn from the experience of others.
Israel and India can lead the way for
sustainable development to establish
tailor-made and state-of-the-art
solutions for the developing world,
in order to mitigate the impacts of
climate change.

We all have an important part
to play in preventing the climate cri-
sis. Israel hopes that the Sharm el-
Sheikh conference will be a great
success and mark a positive turning
point in the future of humanity. You
are invited to come and see us at the
Israeli pavilion at COP 27 in the
Sharm el-Sheikh conference!
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The G20's Bali Declaration
on Wednesday acknowl-
edged differences among

members on the Russia-Ukraine
war but stressed that it was
essential to adhere to interna-
tional law, including protection
of civilians caught in conflicts.

The members of the group-
ing made it clear that they were
against the use or threat of use
of nuclear weapons and sought
"peaceful resolution of con-
flicts."

But the "G20 Bali Leaders'
Declaration" also reflected the
contentious debate that went
into drafting it, with Indonesian
President Joko Widodo
acknowledging this at his press
conference at the end of the two-
day summit here.

"Today's era must not be of
war," the declaration said, echo-
ing the remark made by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi during
his bilateral meeting with
Russian President Vladimir
Putin on the margins of the SCO

summit in September.
Talking to reporters, Foreign

Secretary Vinay Kwatra said the
Indian delegation, guided by
Prime Minister Modi, played a
key role in bringing about the
"consensus".

As the summit ended, India
took over G20 presidency for the
coming year with Modi promis-
ing an "inclusive" and "ambi-
tious" agenda for the group that
includes the world's major
economies.

Reflecting the divisions

within the G20, the Bali
Declaration said the member
nations “reiterated our national
positions” as expressed at the
UN Security Council and the
General Assembly.

"Most" members strongly
condemned the war in Ukraine,
it said but noted that there were
“other views and assessments” of
the situation.

The declaration welcomed
the Turkey and UN-brokered
Black Sea Grain Initiative that
secured a Russia Guarantee to

allow the export of Ukrainian
grain, but is lapsing in the next
few days. Russia is now seeking
concessions from the West to let
the deal continue.

Though the section on the
war was the toughest for the del-
egations to draft, the 52-para
declaration covered a range of
issues, from climate change to
corruption, and from Covid
vaccination to imparting com-
puter skills to women. But some
of them too indirectly referred
to the impact of war.

"We are deeply concerned
by the challenges to global food
security exacerbated by current
conflicts and tensions," it said,
committing itself to taking
urgent action to “save lives, pre-
vent hunger and malnutrition”.

It pushed for "sustainable
and resilient agriculture and
food systems and supply chains."

Indonesian President
Widodo acknowledged that
there had been apprehension
over whether the members
would even agree to a common
document.
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NATO member Poland and the head of
the military alliance both said

Wednesday there is “no indication” that a
missile that came down in Polish farmland,
killing two people, was an intentional
attack, and that air defences in neighbour-
ing Ukraine likely launched the Soviet-era
projectile to fend off a Russian assault that
savaged its power grid.

“Ukraine's defence was launching their
missiles in various directions and it is high-
ly probable that one of these missiles
unfortunately fell on Polish territory," said
Polish President Andrzej Duda. “There is
nothing, absolutely nothing, to suggest that
it was an intentional attack on Poland.”

NATO Secretary-General Jens
Stoltenberg, at a meeting of the 30-nation
military alliance in Brussels, echoed the pre-
liminary Polish findings, saying: “We have
no indication that this was the result of a
deliberate attack.”

The initial assessments of Tuesday's
deadly missile landing appeared to dial back
the likelihood that the incident would trig-
ger another major escalation in the nearly
9-month Russian invasion of Ukraine.

If Russia had deliberately targeted
Poland, it could have risked drawing
NATO into the conflict.

Still, Stoltenberg and others laid over-
all but not specific blame on Russian
President Vladimir Putin's war.

“This is not Ukraine's fault. Russia bears
ultimate responsibility,” Stoltenberg said.

Before the Polish and NATO assess-
ments, US President Joe Biden had said it
was “unlikely” that Russia fired the missile
but added: “I'm going to make sure we find
out exactly what happened.”

Three US officials said preliminary
assessments suggested it was fired by
Ukrainian forces at an incoming Russian
one. The officials spoke on condition of
anonymity because they weren't authorised
to discuss the matter publicly.

That assessment and Biden's com-
ments at the Group of 20 summit in
Indonesia contradicted information earli-
er Tuesday from a senior US intelligence
official who told The Associated Press that
Russian missiles crossed into Poland.

Former Soviet-bloc country Ukraine
maintains stocks of Soviet- and Russian-
made weaponry, including air-defence
missiles, and has also seized many more
Russian weapons while beating back the
Kremlin's invasion forces.

Ukrainian air defences worked furi-
ously against the Russian assault Tuesday
on power generation and transmission facil-
ities, including in Ukraine's western region
that borders Poland. Ukraine's military said
77 of the more than 90 missiles fired were
brought down, along with 11 drones.

The Kremlin on Wednesday
denounced Poland's and other countries'
initial response to the missile landing and,
in rare praise for a US leader, hailed
Biden's "restrained, much more professional
reaction.”

“We have witnessed another hysterical,
frenzied, Russophobic reaction that was not
based on any real data,” Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov said. He added that “imme-
diately, all experts realised that it could not
have been a missile linked to the Russian
armed forces."
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Russian foreign minister
Sergey Lavrov, who was

representing President Vladimir
Putin, left Bali on Wednesday, a
day ahead of the scheduled
conclusion of the G20 Summit
held amid the economic chal-
lenges triggered by the Russia-
Ukraine war.

Lavrov took the flight home
apparently hours after
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky virtually addressed
the leaders on Tuesday, repeat-
edly referring to them as the
G19 and calling for the war to
end “justly”.

It is not clear if Lavrov's exit
– confirmed by host Indonesia
– had anything to do with
Zelensky's speech. The working
sessions of the Group of 20 are
not open to reporters, but the
Zelensky address is available on
Ukrainian media sites.

There were unconfirmed
reports earlier that Lavrov was
ill and visited a Bali hospital for
a medical check-up before the
two-day summit began on
Tuesday. Russia denied the
reports.

With hours to go before the
end of the summit, there was
speculation that the joint com-

munique would clearly name
Russia as the aggressor or would
simply seek an end to the war.

In his address on Tuesday,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
called for a return to the path of
"ceasefire and diplomacy" to
resolve the raging Ukraine con-
flict.

He also opposed any restric-
tions on the supply of energy,
amid the West's call against the
procurement of discounted
Russian oil and gas.

There is no official word

from Moscow so far, but
Lavrov's early exit could signal
Russia's opposition to criticism
over its military action in
Ukraine.

It could also make things
easier for host Indonesia. There
were reports that western lead-
ers did not want to be in the
same frame as Lavrov when the
G20 group photo was taken.

According to the unofficial
transcript of Zelensky's speech,
the Ukrainian leader said he
wanted the “destructive war” to

end in a just manner “on the
basis of the UN Charter and
international law”.

“Russia must reaffirm the
territorial integrity of Ukraine
within the framework of the rel-
evant resolution of the UN
General Assembly and the
applicable international legally
binding documents,” he report-
edly said.

Peace is a global value,
Zelensky said.

“That, which is important
for every person in the world. I
am confident that it is likewise
for each of you, leaders of the G-
19,” he said.

The Ukrainian leaders
wanted “joint efforts” reflected
in the outcome of the summit.
The annual G20 Summit
opened here on Tuesday.

The G20 members are
Argentina, Australia, Brazil,
Canada, China, France,
Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy,
Japan, South Korea, Mexico,
Russia, Saudi Arabia, South
Africa, Turkey, the UK, the US
and the European Union.

India has included Bangla-
desh, Egypt, Mauritius, the
Netherlands, Nigeria, Oman,
Singapore, Spain and the UAE
as guest countries during its
presidency. 
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The Council of the European
Union (EU) has announced

the launch of a special military
mission to support Ukraine in
the ongoing war with Russia.

The European Union
Military Assistance Mission
(EUMAM) has a non-executive
mandate to provide training to
up to 15,000 Ukrainian army
personnel in multiple locations
among EU member states,

Xinhua news agency quoted the
Council as saying.

It also announced it has
adopted a 16 million euro assis-
tance measure under the
European Peace Facility (EPF)
to support capacity building for
the Ukrainian Armed Forces.

This assistance measure
will last for 24 months.

To date, EU assistance for
Ukraine under the EPF
amounts to more than 3.1 bil-
lion euros.
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Britain faces major security
threats from the trio of

Russia, China and Iran, which all
use coercion, intimidation and
violence to pursue their interests,
the UK's domestic intelligence
spy chief said on Wednesday.

Ken McCallum, director-
general of MI5, added to mount-
ing warnings from British
authorities about Russia's aggres-
sion and China's growing
assertiveness. He also singled out
Iran as a mounting concern, say-
ing UK authorities have uncov-
ered at least 10 “potential
threats” this year to “kidnap or
even kill British or UK-based
individuals perceived as enemies
of the regime.”

He said Iran's intelligence
services “are prepared to take
reckless action” against oppo-
nents, both on Western soil
and by luring people to Iran.

Last week, the UK govern-
ment summoned Tehran's top
diplomat in London for a dress-
ing-down, accusing Iran of
threatening journalists work-
ing in Britain.

UK-based Farsi-language
satellite news channel Iran
International said British police
had warned two of its journal-
ists about “an imminent, credi-
ble and significant risk to their
lives and those of their families.”

In a speech outlining the
major threats to the UK from
both hostile states and terror
groups, McCallum said there is
a risk Russia, China and Iran
could help one another, “ampli-
fying their strengths.”

He said Russia's espionage
capabilities had been dealt a “sig-

nificant strategic blow” since the
invasion of Ukraine from the
expulsion of 400 spies working
under diplomatic cover at
Russian missions in Europe,
including 23 in the UK.

But, he said, British spies are
still facing a “Russian covert
toolkit” that includes assassina-
tion attempts, “cyberattacks, dis-
information, espionage” and
interfering with democracy.

“The UK must be ready for
Russian aggression for years to
come,” he said.

McCallum cast China as an
even longer-term problem, say-
ing “the activities of the Chinese
Communist Party pose the most
game-changing strategic chal-
lenge to the UK.”

Using a sports analogy,
McCallum said “Russia thinks
nothing of throwing an elbow in
the face and routinely cheats to
get its way.”

“The Chinese authorities
present a different order of chal-
lenge,” he said. “They're trying
to rewrite the rulebook, to buy
the league, to recruit our coach-
ing staff to work for them.”
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Staring down the prospect of
divided government in the

next Congress, Senate Demo-
crats are moving forward with
legislation this week to protect
same sex and interracial mar-
riages. It's a vote that's “as per-
sonal as it gets,” Senate Majority
Leader Chuck Schumer said. 

Schumer is holding a test
vote on the bill Wednesday,
betting that at least 10
Republicans will vote with all 50
Democrats to move forward
with the legislation to ensure that
same-sex and interracial mar-
riages are legally recognised
nationwide. 

The bill has gained steady
momentum since the Supreme
Court's June decision that over-
turned Roe v. Wade and the fed-

eral right to an abortion. 
An opinion at that time

from Justice Clarence Thomas
suggested that an earlier high
court decision protecting same-
sex marriage could also come
under threat.

If the Senate votes to move
forward with the legislation, a
final vote could come as soon as
this week, or by the end of the
month, while Democrats still
control the House. Republicans
are on the verge of winning the
House majority and would be
unlikely to take up the issue next
year.

“I firmly believe that pass-
ing bipartisan marriage protec-
tions would be one of the more
significant accomplishments in
what's already been a signifi-
cantly productive Congress,”
Schumer said on the Senate

floor. 
“It will do so much good for

so many people who want noth-
ing more than to live their lives
without the fear of discrimina-
tion.” 

Congress has been moving

to protect same-sex marriage as
support from the general pub-
lic — and from Republicans in
particular — has sharply grown
in recent years, as the Supreme
Court's 2015 Obergefell v.
Hodges decision legalized gay
marriage nationwide. Recent
polling has found more than
two-thirds of the public supports
same-sex unions.

Still, it's not yet certain
whether Democrats have the 10
GOP votes they need to over-
come a filibuster on Wednesday
and get a bill through the 50-50
Senate. So far, at least three
Republicans have said they will
vote for the legislation and are
working with Democrats to
pass it: Maine Sen. Susan
Collins, North Carolina Sen.
Thom Tillis and Ohio Sen. Rob
Portman. 
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The University of Virginia
has cancelled a home foot-

ball game scheduled for
Saturday in the wake of a
shooting that left three players
dead and another wounded.

The school announced on
Wednesday it would not play
the game against No. 23
Coastal Carolina.

A former player is accused
of opening fire Sunday night in
a bus returning from a field
trip, killing three team mem-
bers and wounding a fourth,
according to authorities.

The players killed in the
shooting have been identified
as Lavel Davis Jr., Devin
Chandler and D'Sean Perry.
Running back Mike Hollins
was in stable condition on
Monday after being wounded,
his mother said. Another stu-
dent who wasn't a football

player was also wounded.
The University of Virginia

student accused of killing three
members of the football team
and wounding two other stu-
dents in an on-campus shoot-
ing was due in court Wednes-
day morning for his first hear-
ing.

University officials and
police have said Christopher
Darnell Jones Jr., 22, joined a
group of about two dozen oth-
ers on a field trip Sunday from
the Charlottesville campus to
see a play in the nation's capi-
tal, about 120 miles (195 kilo-
metres) away.
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Kenyan President William
Ruto urged lawmakers not

to remove presidential terms
limits from the country's con-
stitution, dismissing comments
by a legislator that there should
be no such limits on a capable
leader. Kenya's constitution
says a president can only serve
for two terms, and many
Kenyans have been eager to
hear Ruto's position since talk
of removing term limits start-
ed last week.
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The G20 countries on Wed-
nesday asked the world

community to step up their
efforts to effectively combat
money laundering and terror-
ism financing as the grouping
reaffirmed its commitment to
delivering the strategic priorities
of the FATF and its regional
bodies to lead global action to
respond to these threats.

A joint declaration issued at
the end of the two-day G20
summit here said that the
grouping encourages all mem-
bers to strengthen collaboration
to adopt and effectively imple-
ment the Financial Action Task
Force (FATF) standards.

"We recognise the need for
the international community to
step up their efforts to effectively
combat money laundering, ter-
rorism financing, and prolifer-
ation financing," the declaration
said.

The FATF is an inter-gov-
ernmental body established in
1989 to combat money laun-
dering, terrorist financing and
other related threats to the

integrity of the international
financial system.

The G20 members reaf-
firmed their commitment to
delivering the strategic priorities
of Paris-based FATF and its
FATF Style Regional Bodies

(FSRBs) to lead global action to
respond to these threats, the
declaration added.

"We welcome the initiative
by the FATF to promote imple-
mentation of international stan-
dards on virtual assets, in par-

ticular the “travel rule”, and
transparency of beneficial own-
ership, and acknowledge their
role in the fight against systemic
corruption and environmental
crimes, which gravely impact
economies and societies," it

said.
It supported the ongoing

work of the FATF to enhance
global efforts to seize criminal
proceeds and return funds to
victims and states in line with
domestic frameworks.

"We encourage all G20
members to strengthen collab-
oration to adopt and effective-
ly implement the FATF stan-
dards," the declaration added.

Indonesia on Wednesday
handed over the G20 presiden-
cy to India for the coming year
at the Bali summit here with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
terming it a matter of pride for
every Indian citizen.

The G20 comprises 19
countries: Argentina, Australia,
Brazil, Canada, China, France,
Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy,
Japan, South Korea, Mexico,
Russia, Saudi Arabia, South
Africa, Turkey, the UK, the
USA and the European Union
(EU).

Together, they account for
over 80 per cent of the global
GDP, 75 per cent of interna-
tional trade and two-thirds of
the world population. 
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US, Japanese, Australian
and Canadian warships
are currently staging

extensive joint drills in Japanese
and international waters, the US
Navy said on Wednesday.

Without mentioning China
directly, the 7th Fleet said the
two-week biennial “Keen
Sword” exercises include sce-
narios designed to “challenge the
critical capabilities required to
support the defense of Japan and
stability of the Indo-Pacific
region.” 

Growing Chinese asserti-
veness is seen by the US and its
allies as the key military chal-
lenge in the region. 

The drills also come as
heads of the Group of 20 lead-
ing economies were meeting in
Indonesia, among other high-
profile regional forums. 

The G-20 gathering allowed
the first face-to-face meeting
between US President Joe Biden
and China's Xi Jinping since
Biden took office, leading to
hopes of a start of a reduction of
tensions that have lately spiked
over trade, technology and

Taiwan.
The drills include extensive

anti-submarine warfare drills,
and the guided-missile destroy-
er USS Benfold fired its 5-inch
gun on Sunday as part of live-fir-
ing exercises, the 7th fleet said
in a statement. Three Japanese
destroyers, two Canadian
frigates and one Australian
destroyer also took part, it said. 

Participation by the
Australian and Canadian navies
this year helped “enhance readi-
ness and interoperability to sup-
port the security interests of
allies and partners in the region,"

it said. 
“Regional security is a team

effort now more than ever,”
Cmdr. Marcus Seeger, com-
manding officer of the Benfold,
said in the statement. 

“We share a sense of collec-
tive resolve. The first wave of cri-
sis response will share the same
allies present in this year's Keen
Sword.” 

China has the world's largest
navy by number of ships, which
it has been using to assert its
claim to virtually the entire
South China Sea, a crucial route
for global trade. 

China has eschewed formal
alliances but has taken part in
some multinational drills on a
very limited level. It has estab-
lished its first overseas base in
the Horn of Africa nation of
Djibouti and is believed to be
working with Cambodia on
establishing another such facil-
ity facing the Gulf of Thailand.
Both countries have denied the
allegation. 

China has also signed a
security agreement with
Solomon Islands, raising con-
cerns that Chinese forces will
gain a foothold in the South
Pacific. 

Mutual exchanges between
China and the US have been
especially tricky for reasons
including deep mutual suspicion
and Washington's support for
Taiwan, which China claims as
its own territory to be brought
under its control by force if nec-
essary. 

China reacts strongly when
the US sails naval ships close to
Chinese-held islands in the
South China Sea, many of which
Beijing has equipped with land-
ing strips and other military
facilities.
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Donald Trump, who tried to
overturn the outcome of

the 2020 US election and deeply
polarised the country, has
announced that he will run for
the White House in 2024, as he
launched a blistering attack on
President Joe Biden's domestic
and foreign policies which he
claimed have made America a
"failing nation."

Trump's long-awaited cam-
paign is a remarkable turn for
any former president, much
less one who made history as
the first to be impeached twice
and whose term ended with his
supporters violently storming
the US Capitol in a deadly bid
to halt the peaceful transition of
power on January 6 last year.

Vowing to defeat the "rad-
ical" Democrats led by President
Biden whom he described as the
"face of the left-wing", the for-
mer US president made the
announcement at his Mar-a-
Lago estate in Florida on
Tuesday, a week after midterm
elections in which Republicans
failed to win as many seats in
Congress as they had hoped for.

"In order to make America
great and glorious again, I am
tonight announcing that I will
run for President of the United

States. This will be our cam-
paign altogether,” Trump, 76,
told his cheering supporters.

“I am your voice,” he said,
asserting that he will ensure that
President Biden, a Democrat, is
not re-elected in 2024.

Shortly before making the
announcement from his resort
in Florida, in front of some 400
invited guests, Trump, filed the
necessary paperwork with the
Federal Election Commission
(FEC). “I am running because
I believe the world has not yet
seen the true glory of what this
nation can be. We have not
reached that pinnacle, believe it
or not,” he said.

"America's comeback starts
right now," he said, adding that,
"We have to save our country."

"But now we are a nation in
decline. We are a failing nation.
For millions of Americans, the
past two years under Joe Biden
have been a time of pain, hard-
ship, anxiety and despair,"
Trump said.
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In two volatile spots in the
occupied West Bank, Israel

has installed robotic weapons
that can fire tear gas, stun
grenades and sponge-tipped
bullets at Palestinian protesters.

The weapons, perched over
a crowded Palestinian refugee
camp and in a flashpoint West
Bank city, use artificial intelli-
gence to track targets. Israel
says the technology saves lives
— both Israeli and Palestinian.
But critics see another step
toward a dystopian reality in
which Israel fine-tunes its
open-ended occupation of the
Palestinians while keeping its
soldiers out of harm's way.

The new weapon comes at
a time of heightened tensions
in the occupied West Bank,
where unrest has risen sharply
during what has been the dead-
liest year since 2006. The vic-
tory by former Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu's hard-
line alliance, which includes an
extreme right-wing party with
close ties to the settler move-
ment, has raised concerns of
more violence.
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Chinese authorities locked down a
major university in Beijing on

Wednesday after finding one COVID-
19 case as they stick to a “zero-COVID”
approach despite growing public dis-
content.

Peking University students and fac-
ulty were not allowed to leave the

grounds unless necessary and classes
were moved online on one campus
through Friday, a university notice
said.

Beijing reported more than 350 new
cases in the latest 24-hour period, a
small fraction of its 21-million popu-
lation but enough to trigger localised
lockdowns and quarantines under
China's “zero-COVID” strategy. 
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Sri Lanka President Ranil
Wickremesinghe on Wed-

nesday directed to implement
the suspended Singapore-Sri
Lanka Free Trade Agreement
(FTA) immediately. 

President Wickreme-
singhe made the instructions
during a discussion with offi-
cials related to foreign policy,
trade, legal and other areas.

"The existing problems
in this regard were discussed
at length and the President
highlighted the need to pro-
vide quick solutions to all the
existing problems," Presi-
dent's Media Division said in
a statement.

In September, Wickreme-
singhe who met Singapore
Prime Minister Lee Hsien
Loong in Tokyo on the side-
lines of a state funeral for the
slain PM Shinzo Abe had
assured that 2018 pact signed
when he was the Prime
Minister would be revived.

Penned in January 2018,
the free-trade pact between
the two island nation was
suspended due to severe

objections from Sri Lanka's
opposition parties, trade
unions and other profession-
al bodies.

In May 2021, Sri Lanka
tried to revive it with a num-
ber of amendments but it
was not successful.

Signed on January 23 after
18 months of negotiations
between the two countries, Sri
Lanka-Singapore Free Trade
Agreement (SL-SFTA) was
considered a 'giant leap' in
terms of implementation and
laying down of a marker that
Sri Lanka was moving into a
new era of international trade.

����� =�2�!����

Aperson was injured when a low-intensity
bomb, which he was planning to plant at an

election rally in Nepal's Bhojpur district sched-
uled to be attended by CPN-Maoist Chairman
Pushpa Kamal Dahal, accidently exploded, police
said. 

The incident happened in pauvadung rural
municipality of the district and some 40 meter
away from the venue when the person belonging
to the CPN-Maoists Biplav faction was carrying
the bomb in tiffin box and it suddenly exploded
on its own, causing him minor injuries.

“A small bomb exploded in Bhojpur district
during an election rally. The person injured was
the one carrying it and he got injured when it acci-
dently exploded before he could plant it. He was
a cadre of the CPN-Maoists Biplav faction,” police
said.

Police said the explosion took place before top
leaders, including Prachanda, had arrived at the
election rally venue.  Following the incident, police
took the person in its custody for further inves-
tigation, said the police. 
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Markets regulator Sebi’s set-
tlement scheme on illiq-

uid option cases will be open
for another five days till
Monday and it has received a
strong response with over 7,000
entities already applied under
this by paying the settlement
amount, sources said on
Wednesday.

The scheme provides an
opportunity for the entities
who have executed reversal
trades in the illiquid stock
options segment of BSE
between April 1, 2014, to
September 30, 2015, and
against whom enforcement
action initiated by Sebi is pend-
ing, to settle the case.

The settlement scheme
2022 that commenced on
August 22 will end on
November 21.

The present scheme has
been made easier as the entities
can apply online instead of sub-
mission of physical papers.
The scheme was also made
attractive so that many entities
could avail the same. Most of
the entities can settle their
proceedings by paying only
�1 lakh as a settlement amount.

According to the sources,
more than 7,000 entities have
already applied under the
Settlement Scheme by paying
the settlement amount.

The advantage of partici-

pation in the scheme is that
entities are not subjected to fur-
ther quasi-judicial proceed-
ings on the same matter. The
settlement is also done without
admission of guilt.

“The scheme is highly ben-
eficial for an entity against
whom enforcement action is
pending. It not only saves time
and costs for the entity but also
the entity does not get a stig-
ma of a monetary penalty after
the proceedings,” said a secu-
rities market lawyer.

In the course of its inves-
tigation, Sebi found that enti-
ties entered into reversal trades
with each other on the same
day at different prices, thereby
shifting gains from one to the
other. 

The regulator observed
that over 14,000 entities had
indulged in reversal trades in
options, which were illiquid. It
further alleged that these trades
were non-genuine in nature
and created a false and mis-
leading appearance of trading
and amounted to misuse of the
stock exchange platform and

accordingly, initiated adjudi-
cation proceedings against
these entities.

In market parlance, trades
in which a person buys a par-
ticular stock and sells it back to
the same person are referred to
as reversal trades.

In May, the Securities
Appellate Tribunal opined that
Sebi should reconsider and
seriously give a thought to
coming out with a fresh scheme
under settlement Regulations.
Such a scheme can be a one-
time scheme for this class of
person. Following this, Sebi
brought out the new settlement
scheme.

This is not the first time the
regulator has given the chance
to these entities to settle the
case. In 2020, Sebi provided a
one-time settlement scheme
for the entities. Initially, the
scheme was available from
August 1 to October 31, 2020,
but later extended till
December 31, 2020, in view of
the large-scale disruption
caused by the Covid-19 pan-
demic.
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Shares of Global Health,
which operates hospitals

under the Medanta brand,
ended over 24 per cent higher
on Wednesday, the first day of
trade, against the issue price of
�336.

The company’s stock made
its market debut at �398.15, ral-
lying 18.49 per cent on the BSE.
During the day, it zoomed
26.45 per cent to �424.90. The
stock later ended at �415.65
apiece, higher by 23.70 per
cent. On the NSE, it listed at
�401, a jump of 19.34 per cent
and settled at �417.30 apiece,
higher by 24.19 per cent.

The company command-
ed a market valuation of
�11,147.10 crore on the BSE.

On volume terms, 22.55
lakh shares of the firm were
traded on the BSE and 4.93
crore shares on the NSE during
the day.
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After declining for three consecutive quarters, the value of FPI
investment in Indian equities rose 8 per cent quarter-on-quar-

ter to $566 billion in the July-September period, according to a
Morningstar report on Wednesday.

A fast-changing global macroeconomic landscape, sentiments
and opportunities that the Indian equity markets have to offer
impacted the direction of flows by Foreign Portfolio Investors
(FPIs). Through the quarter, the value of the FPI holdings domes-
tic equities surged by 8 per cent to $566 billion from $523 bil-
lion recorded in the previous quarter.

Further, the value of such investment was $612 billion in the
March quarter and 654 billion in the quarter ended December
2021, as per the report. During the quarter ended September 2021,
the value of FPI investments in Indian equities was $667 billion.
Consequently, foreign investors’ contribution to Indian equity
market capitalisation also grew marginally during the quarter
under review to 16.97 per cent from 16.95 per cent for the three
months ended June 2022.
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HDFC Capital, a subsidiary
of Housing Development

Finance Corporation Ltd, has
shortlisted 10 startups for fund-
ing and support during the 2nd
H@ART Summit concluded
recently.

H@ART Platform recent-
ly announced that it has raised
over �500 crore through glob-
al investors as the first close of
its property technology fund,
HDFC said in a statement on
Wednesday. 

The housing and
Affordable Real Estate and
Technology (H@ART) plat-
form has committed to more
than 15 investments in Indian
prop-tech startups and has

already done investments in
companies like Loyalie,
HomeExchange and Monsoon
Credit, it added.

The platform launched
HDFC Real Estate Tech
Innovators 2022 challenge in
partnership with Startup India,
receiving an overwhelming
response with over 537 startups
categorised under Project
Management and Construction
Tech, Sales and FinTech and
Sustainability Tech.
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Coal India is targeting 50
million tonne sales through

the e-auction route in the sec-
ond half of the current fiscal, a
top company official said on
Wednesday.

The coal behemoth had
sold around 30 million tonne
via e-auction in the first six
months of the 2022-23 finan-
cial year.

“We are targeting another
50 million tonne in e-auction
sales for the year,” Coal India
Chairman Pramod Agrawal
said on the sidelines of Global
Mining Summit 2022, organ-
ised by CII here. 

Coal India’s e-auction sales
were at 108 million tonne in
2021-22.

In the July-September
quarter of the current fiscal, the
miner had sold 10.36 million
tonne of coal via e-auction, and

the average realisation was Rs
6,061 per tonne. 

The Maharatna PSU sold
141 million tonne of the dry
fuel through the fuel supply
agreement in the three months
that ended on September 30,
2022 with an average realisa-
tion of  �1,413 per tonne. 

During the programme,
Agrawal said the Kolkata-head-
quartered company has been
focused on evacuation and
sustainability.

Production will not be a
problem but evacuation will be
a challenge, he said. 
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Lufthansa Cargo has recent-
ly resumed its scheduled

freighter services from
Hyderabad International
Airport.

Lufthansa Cargo resumed
freighter operations after more
than a year and will be operat-
ing Boeing 777 freighter air-
craft connecting Frankfurt-
M u m b a i - H y d e r a b a d -
Frankfurt, a release from GMR
Hyderabad International
Airport said on Wednesday.

The Lufthansa freighter
service resumption would
boost cargo connections and
benefit the pharmaceutical
companies in Hyderabad
reaching out to the growing

markets in Europe and United
States, it said.

In the pre-Covid times,
Lufthansa Cargo’s annual
export load was approximate-
ly 6,500 metric tonne and 1,500
metric tonne of imports during
financial year 2019-20. This
freighter service will once again
provide seamless internation-
al connectivity and reinforce
strong trade links with Europe
and the United States, it said.

In addition to Lufthansa
Cargo, SpiceXpress, the cargo
wing of SpiceJet, has also

recently started its freighter ser-
vice from Hyderabad to Hanoi
(Vietnam).

GMR Hyderabad
International Airport Limited
CEO Pradeep Panicker said,
“The resumption of Lufthansa
freighter services from
Hyderabad Airport is bound to
boost cargo services enabling
better connectivity and flexi-
bility linking the markets in the
United States and Europe.”

“We are also happy that
SpiceXpress has started oper-
ating to Hanoi. With normal-
cy returning post-Covid, we are
in the process to add new
cargo routes globally and hope
to see many other freighter ser-
vices shortly,” the CEO said as
quoted by the release.
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Equity benchmark indices
ended the trade in the pos-

itive territory on Wednesday,
with the BSE Sensex closing at
its fresh life-time high of
61,980.72, helped by buying in
banking counters.

After facing highs and lows
during the day, the 30-share
BSE Sensex finally ended
107.73 points or 0.17 per cent
higher at 61,980.72. During the
day, the index hit its 52-week
high of 62,052.57, higher by
179.58 points.

The broader NSE Nifty
ended marginally higher by
6.25 points or 0.03 per cent to
18,409.65.

From the Sensex pack,
Kotak Mahindra Bank,
Hindustan Unilever, Dr
Reddy’s, HDFC Bank, Bharti
Airtel, HDFC and Tata
Consultancy Services were
among the major winners.

Bajaj Finance, Tata Steel,
NTPC, Bajaj Finserv, UltraTech
Cement and IndusInd Bank
were among the major lag-
gards. Elsewhere in Asia, mar-
kets in Seoul, Shanghai and
Hong Kong settled lower, while
Tokyo ended higher.

Equity exchanges in
Europe were trading mostly
lower in the afternoon session.
Wall Street had ended in the
positive territory on Tuesday.

International oil bench-
mark Brent crude was trading
0.28 per cent higher at USD
94.12 per barrel.

Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) offloaded
shares worth �221.32 crore on
Tuesday, as per exchange data.

“As the domestic market
has started to trade around the
all-time high levels, it is trend-
ing indecisively following the
recent geopolitical tensions
and weak performance by glob-
al counterparts. 

Although domestic macro-
economic indicators and FII
inflows are favourable, given
the high valuations, domestic
markets can behave cautious in
the short to medium-term,”
said Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit Financial
Services.

In the broader market, the
BSE midcap gauge declined
0.66 per cent and smallcap
index dipped 0.34 per cent.

Among sectoral indices,
bankex climbed 0.47 per cent,
industrials advanced 0.37 per
cent, capital goods 0.36 per
cent, teck 0.30 per cent, and IT
0.20 per cent.
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Shares of Bikaji Foods
International Ltd ended the

day nearly 6 per cent higher on
its market debut on Wednesday
against the issue price of 
�300.

The stock listed at � 321.15,
reflecting a gain of 7 per cent
against the issue price on the
BSE. During the day, it rallied
11.66 per cent to �335. The
stock finally settled at � 317.45,
higher by 5.81 
per cent.

At the NSE, shares of the
firm debuted at �322.80, climb-

ing 7.6 per cent and later ended
at �317.50, a gain of 5.83 per
cent.

The company command-
ed a market valuation of
�7,920.69 crore on the BSE.

In traded volume terms,
20.96 lakh shares of the firm
were traded at the BSE and over
2.74 crore at the NSE during
the day.

The initial public offering
(IPO) of Bikaji Foods
International was subscribed
26.67 times last week.

The �881.22-crore IPO
had a price range of �285-300
a share.
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TVS Supply Chain Solutions
has renewed its contract

with United Kingdom head-
quartered Dennis Eagle Ltd,
thereby adding value to its
aftermarket service, the city-
based company said on
Wednesday.

The integrated supply
chain solutions provider said it
would renew the business deal
with Dennis Eagle Ltd for a
period of five years with effect
from July 1, 2023.

Dennis Eagle is engaged in
the design and manufacture of

refuse collection vehicle in the
United Kingdom and the over
16 years of business relation-
ship highlights TVS Supply
Chain Solutions’ result-orient-
ed delivery model.

The renewal of the contract
would continue to add value in
the aftermarket service and
supply of spare parts to Dennis
Eagle, a company statement

said here.
“Our strong relationship

with Dennis Eagle, over the last
16 years, and the extension of
this contract demonstrates our
commitment to aligning with
our customer’s business needs
through operational efficiency,
and a collaboration based
approach,” TVS Supply Chain
Solutions managing director
Ravi Viswanathan said.

“We believe our capabilities
and the use of cutting edge
technology have helped us in
deepening our relationship
with our customers as we con-
tinue to deliver value,” he said.
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The rupee depreciated by 35
paise to close at 81.26

against the US dollar on
Wednesday on disappointing
trade data and foreign fund
outflows.

Forex traders said a nega-
tive bias on risk aversion in
global markets weighed on the
local unit. At the interbank for-
eign exchange market, the local
unit opened at 81.41 and later
witnessed an intraday high of
81.23 and a low of 81.58 dur-
ing the session.

The domestic unit finally
settled at 81.26 against the
American currency, registering
a fall of 35 paise over its last
close.

On Tuesday, the rupee
appreciated 37 paise to close at
80.91 against the US dollar.

“The Indian rupee depre-
ciated on risk aversion in glob-

al markets and weak Asian cur-
rencies. Disappointing macro-
economic data from FII out-
flows also weighed on Rupee,”
said Anuj Choudhary -
Research Analyst at Sharekhan
by BNP Paribas.

“The Indian Rupee weak-
ened on Wednesday on dollar
demand from importers and
weakness in Asian currencies.
A decline in USD/INR forward
premiums also made it attrac-
tive for importers to hedge,
leading to more dollar out-
flows,” said Sriram Iyer, Senior
Research Analyst at Reliance
Securities.
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Days ahead of the deadline
to submit binding bids,

LIC’s move to sell its �3,400
crore secured principal debt of
cash-strapped Reliance Capital
Ltd (RCL) to an asset recon-
struction company (ARC) has
irked its lenders and bidders. 

The last date for submitting
binding bids for Reliance
Capital Ltd (RCL) and its sub-
sidiaries is November 28.

LIC is conducting a Swiss
Challenge process to invite
bids from Asset Reconstruction
Companies (ARCs) to sell its
exposure in RCL, sources said,
adding prospective bidders will
be asked to better the offer. 

However, the sources said,
Asset Care and Reconstruction
Enterprise will have the first
right to match the counteroffer.

The last date to submit the
bids is November 25, while the
deadline for submission of
binding bids for RCL is
November 28.

According to the sources,
the Committee of Creditors
(CoC) of RCL are upset as to
why LIC has initiated a paral-
lel process to sell its debt so
close to the bids submission
deadline. 

LIC is a member of the
CoC and this attempt to finalise
a transaction 3 days before the

binding bids deadline has upset
the other members and bid-
ders, the sources noted.

RCL had offered two
options to all the bidders.
Under the first option, com-
panies could bid for Reliance
Capital Ltd, including its eight
subsidiaries or clusters. The
second option gave the bidders
the freedom to bid for its sub-
sidiaries individually or in a
combination.

RCL has eight businesses
that are on the block. These
include general insurance, life
insurance, health insurance,
securities business and asset
reconstruction, among others.

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) had on November 29 last
year superseded the board of
RCL in view of payment
defaults and serious gover-
nance issues.

The RBI appointed
Nageswara Rao Y as the
administrator in relation to
the Corporate Insolvency
Resolution Process (CIRP) of
the firm.

Reliance Capital is the third
large non-banking financial
company (NBFC) against
which the central bank has ini-
tiated bankruptcy proceedings
under the IBC.

The other two were Srei
Group NBFC and Dewan
Housing Finance Corporation
(DHFL). The RBI subsequent-
ly filed an application for ini-
tiation of CIRP against the
company at the Mumbai bench
of the National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT).

In February this year, the
RBI-appointed administrator
invited expressions of interest
for the sale of Reliance Capital.
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The mineral and mining
sector will be critical for

India’s development agenda
going forward as the country
aims at a multi-fold growth in
GDP, industry captains said on
Wednesday. 

The government has to
incentivise, offer regulatory
flexibility and deregulate crit-
ical mineral mining to boost
the sector, CII National com-
mittee on mining chairman
and Vedanta group CEO Sunil
Duggal said. 

Speaking at the IMME and
Global Mining Summit 2022
here, Coal India Chairman
Pramod Agrawal said India
has to grow and the mining
sector is “critical for the
growth”.

“The government is aiming
at doubling the sector’s contri-
bution to GDP to five per cent

by 2030 from 2-2.5 per cent
now,” he said, while emphasis-
ing on productivity with sus-
tainability, greater use of mech-
anisation and digitisation.

Duggal said the mining
industry “needs incentives in
exploration to attract new gen-
eration companies into this”. 

He also called for a time-
line for environmental and
forest clearances in mining, and
to resolve land acquisition
issues, besides deregulation of
mining of critical minerals.

Duggal claimed that the
low exploration and mining has
resulted in importing USD 86
billion in 2021, which will swell
to USD 280 billion by 2030.
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Go l d
p r i c e s

rose by �320
to �53,449
per 10 grams in the national
capital on Wednesday in line
with firm global trend and
depreciation in the rupee,
according to HDFC Securities.
In the previous trade, the pre-
cious metal had closed at
�53,129 per 10 grams. Silver,
however, dropped �125 to
�62,682 per kg.

The rupee depreciated 66
paise to 81.57 against the US
dollar in early trade on
Wednesday, tracking the
strength of the American cur-
rency in the overseas market
and a muted trend in domes-
tic equities.

“Better domestic physical
demand, a weaker rupee and
higher international prices sup-
ported domestic gold prices,”
said Dilip Parmar, Research
Analyst at HDFC Securities.
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Passenger vehicle sales in
India could hit a record of

over 38 lakh units in FY23 but
the strong growth momentum
is not expected to carry over to
2023-24 with pent-up demand
already been released, accord-
ing to Tata Motors Passenger
Vehicles Managing Director
Shailesh Chandra.

There could be a modera-
tion on offtake of passenger
vehicles (PVs) in the the third
quarter of the ongoing fiscal
and picking up again in the

fourth quarter, but the growth
rate in FY24 would also depend
on the impact of new set of reg-
ulations such as BS VI phase II
and new safety regulations
kicking in next year, he told
analysts.

The first half of FY23 was
very strong for the PV indus-
try with “nearly 1.9 million
vehicles”, said Chandra who is
also the Managing Director of
Tata Passenger Electric
Mobility Ltd.

“Typically you would see
a 48:52 kind of a ratio between
H1 and H2. This time, you’re
going to see nearly 50:50 kind
of a ratio. So, it’s going to be a
very strong year, highest-ever
industry volume is what we are
going to witness in this finan-
cial year, possibly going up to
3.8 million-plus,” he said.
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Private sector Kotak
Mahindra Bank has revised

upward its marginal cost of
funds based lending rate for
different tenors but reduced the
benchmark one-year tenor rate
by 20 basis points.

The MCLR (marginal cost
of funds based lending rate)
linked loan rates for the bench-
mark one-year tenor, which is
used by banks to price most of
consumer loans such as auto,
home and personal, has been
cut to 8.55 per cent from 8.75
per cent.
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France skipper Hugo Lloris has confirmed
that he will not join other European

national team captains in wearing an anti-
discrimination armband during the World
Cup in Qatar.

Lloris had previously refused to say if
he would participate in the initiative to sup-
port the season-long OneLove campaign to
promote inclusion, which features an arm-
band with a multi-coloured heart.

"I have been quite clear about this and
I don't want to add anything else," Lloris said.

He said he wanted to "show respect" to
host nation Qatar, whose treatment of
migrant workers as well as women and the
LGBTQ community have come under the
spotlight in the build-up to the tournament.

"When we welcome foreign visitors to
France we often would like them to respect
our rules and our culture. I will do the same
when I go to Qatar," he said.

His comments echoed those made by
French Football Federation President Noel
Le Graet, who has opposed the initiative.

Lloris was missing due to injury when

Manchester United defender Raphael
Varane wore the multi-coloured armband
in a UEFA Nations League match against
Denmark in September. At the time, Varane
called it "an honour".

The initiative was announced in

September, with Lloris and England's Harry
Kane among the captains of 10 European
nations who were expected to wear the arm-
band in Qatar, where homosexuality is ille-
gal.

However, world football's governing
body FIFA has not given its backing to the
initiative.

France begin their defence of the World
Cup trophy against Australia next Tuesday
before also playing Denmark and Tunisia.

Their preparations for the tournament
have been hit by injuries, with RB Leipzig
star Christopher Nkunku the latest to with-
draw.

Nkunku suffered a knee injury on
Tuesday in France's last training session
before departing for Qatar and has been
replaced in the squad by Eintracht
Frankfurt's Randal Kolo Muani.

Key midfield duo Paul Pogba and
N'Golo Kante had already been ruled out.

"We are missing two players who have
been important for us in recent years but
there are young players coming through and
if they are in the squad it is because they
deserve to be there," Lloris said.
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Netherlands coach Louis van
Gaal on Wednesday said

that supporters boycotting the
World Cup in Qatar were "right
to do that" but hoped his team
would do enough to persuade
fans at home to watch them on
television.

"I think they are right
because they believe in that, so
no problem with that," Van
Gaal said before the Dutch side
trained for the first time since
arriving in Qatar.

"I hope that we play so fan-
tastic that at the end of the tour-
nament when we play the final
they shall look on television and
see how good we are."

Some fans, particularly in
Europe, have pledged to boycott
this year's World Cup, which
starts on Sunday, as Qatar's
treatment of migrant workers,
women and the LGBTQ com-
munity has come under the
spotlight.

The Dutch FA recently crit-
icised FIFA president Gianni
Infantino's call to focus on the
football during the tournament
and on Thursday the
Netherlands squad are due to
meet with migrant workers in
the Qatari capital.

Veteran Dutch coach Van

Gaal hit out at world football's
governing body earlier this year,
calling its decision to award
Qatar the World Cup "ridicu-
lous".

"I think you have to play in
football countries. (They have)
more experience with every-
thing," he said on Wednesday.

However, he added: "We
mustn't forget that there is a
completely different culture here
in Qatar. We could also look at
our own culture and see if
things are really that great at
home.

"But also (you have) to
assimilate that country in anoth-
er way, that they are a driver, and
this is also a small country,"
added Van Gaal, who has expe-
rience of visiting Qatar for train-
ing camps when coach of Bayern
Munich more than a decade ago.

"Now my family and my
friends are having a lot of diffi-
culty to find a place so that is also
a remark, but the organisation,
and the pitches and everything,
the facilities. These are very
good."

Van Gaal, 71, who will step
down after the World Cup, is
preparing his side to face Senegal
in their opening match in Doha
on Monday.

They will also face hosts
Qatar and Ecuador in Group A.
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Argentine superstar Lionel
Messi was due to jet into

Qatar on Wednesday hoping to
crown his glorious career by lift-
ing the World Cup trophy as
defending champions France
also prepared to join the party.

Messi, 35, has a sackful of
trophies but the tournament in
Qatar is likely to be his final
chance to equal the achievement
of fellow Argentine great Diego
Maradona, a winner in 1986.

Two-time champions
Argentina are playing a friend-
ly against Abu Dhabi on Wed-
nesday, hoping to extend their
unbeaten run to 36 matches.

But Paris Saint-Germain
forward Messi is cautious about
the team's chances in Qatar, even

though they are among the
favourites.

"We are very excited," the
seven-time Ballon d'Or winner
said in an interview with CON-
MEBOL, the South American
football federation.

"We have a very nice group
that is very eager, but we think
about going little by little. We
know that World Cup groups are
not easy."

Argentina launch their cam-
paign against Saudi Arabia on
November 22, with Mexico and
Poland also in their group.

Coach Lionel Scaloni has
tried to reduce the pressure on
his team, who ended a 28-year
trophy drought at last year's
Copa America and are ranked
third in the world.

"We're conscious what foot-

ball represents for Argentina but
it's sport and that's why we have
to step on the pitch and do our
own thing," he said.

"We have to come out and
play the way we know how to.
And then there are a lot of
unknowns."

�0������
�������
France were also due to

arrive in Doha on Wednesday,
seeking to become the first
team to retain the World Cup
since Brazil in 1962.

Ten members of the 2018
title-winning squad return,
including captain Hugo Lloris,
Kylian Mbappe and Antoine
Griezmann.

But the defending champi-
ons, grouped with Australia,
Denmark and Tunisia, are with-

out first-choice midfield pair
Paul Pogba and N'Golo Kante.

Ballon d'Or winner Karim
Benzema, who has missed a
series of games for Real Madrid
this season because of injury, is
set for his first World Cup
appearance since 2014.

England and the
Netherlands became the first
European heavyweights to touch
down in Qatar on Tuesday.

England supporters from
India outnumbered fans from
England nearly 10 to one as
Gareth Southgate's team rolled
into their World Cup base.

As the team bus pulled up
at their hotel, drums were beat-
en and horns blasted by Indian
fans proudly wearing England
shirts and carrying England
flags.
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Gareth Bale has declared
himself 100 per cent fit for

the World Cup in Qatar as
Wales prepare for their first
appearance at the finals in 64
years.

The 33-year-old has played
just half an hour of football
since completing his first 90
minutes for more than a year
in Wales' Nations League
defeat to Poland in September.

Bale revealed he was not
fully fit after coming off the
bench to score a crucial late
goal in Los Angeles FC's MLS
Cup final triumph over Phila-
delphia Union on November 5.

But the former Real
Madrid forward said he was
"100 per cent fit and ready to
go" ahead of Wales' departure
to Qatar.

Asked if he could play
three 90-minute games against
the United States, Iran and

England in nine days, Bale
replied: "Yeah, no problem.

"I'm fully fit and ready to
go. If I need to play three 90s,
I'll play three 90s.

"It's been difficult, mental-
ly more than anything. I guess
for everybody, the last three or
four weeks, it's been difficult,
even hearing stories of players
going down and knowing
they're going to miss the World
Cup.

Rob Page's men launch
their campaign against the
USA on November 21 before
playing Iran four days later.

They will complete their
group fixtures against England
on November 29.

"On paper we have the
hardest group in the World
Cup (the only one with all four
sides in the top 20 of the FIFA
rankings) and we're just doing
the best planning possible to
give us the best chance of win-
ning," he said.
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Rafael Nadal's error-strewn performance saw
him eliminated from the ATP Finals, miss-

ing out once again on adding one of the few
major trophies still missing from his glittering
list of titles.

The top-seeded Nadal lost 6-3, 6-4 to tour-
nament debutant Felix Auger-Aliassime to
leave him with two straight group-stage defeats
in Turin on Tuesday. That result coupled with
a victory for third-seeded Casper Ruud over
Taylor Fritz in the later match meant a swift exit
for Nadal.

Ruud became the first player to book a spot
in the semifinals.

It also meant that Carlos Alcaraz is guaran-
teed to end the year ranked No. 1 and the
Spanish player will travel to Turin to attend a
special ceremony on Wednesday.

The 36-year-old Nadal has now lost four
straight matches for only the second time in his
career, following defeats at the US Open and
Paris. After starting the season by winning the
Australian Open and French Open to take his
tally of Grand Slam titles to a record 22, Nadal
has played just eight singles matches since hav-
ing to withdraw from the Wimbledon semifi-
nals with an injury.

"Couple of positive things. I was able to play
two tournaments in the past three weeks.
That's the positive thing, something that I was
not able to do for a while," Nadal said.

"I don't think I forgot how to play tennis,
how to be strong enough mentally. I just need
to recover all these positive feelings and all this
confidence and all this strong mentality that I
need to be at the level that I want to be.

"I don't know if I going to reach that level
again. But what I don't have any doubt is that I
(am) going to die for it."

Nadal was beaten by eighth-seeded Fritz of
the United States in their opening match on
Sunday.

The fifth-seeded Auger-Aliassime also lost
his opener, to Ruud, and so Tuesday's match was
crucial to both players' hopes of staying in the
tournament.

"I wasn't sure If I would be here one day or
if I could only dream of it," said Auger-

Aliassime of his first victory over Nadal in three
attempts.

"The age difference is huge, and it proves
what a champion he is and what an example
because he is still here at 36, battling against guys
in their young 20s. He is a great champion and
has a great attitude."

Nadal has never won the ATP Finals title in
10 attempts. He finished runner-up in 2010 and
2013.

Nadal needed Fritz to beat Ruud in two sets
to have any chance of reaching the semifinals
and that hope was dashed when the Norwegian
won 6-3, 4-6, 7-6 (6).
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Young Indian Grandmaster
R Praggnanandhaa went

down to Dutch GM Anish Giri
2.5-3.5 in the second round of
the Meltwater Champions Tour
Finals here on Wednesday.

The other Indian in the fray
-- Arjun Erigaisi was outclassed
by world No.1 Magnus Carlsen
2.5-0.5.

Praggnanandhaa was in
superb form, winning the first
two games to take a command-
ing lead before letting his oppo-
nent off the hook. The Indian
GM won the opening game in
33 moves and wore down the
Dutchman in the next and

looked set for an easy win.
However, the 28-year Giri

hit back brilliantly to win games
three and four to force a tie-
break. He continued the win-
ning streak to take the first of
the blitz tie-break games and
drew the next to dash Praggu's
hopes.

Meanwhile, Erigaisi, who
had posted his first-ever win
over Carlsen in the Aimchess
Rapid tournament last month,
was outplayed by the
Norwegian ace.

Carlsen won the first game
in 75 moves and then held on
for a draw in 86 moves. He
secured a 41-move victory in
the third to seal a 2.5-0.5 win.
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The WTA Tour released its
schedule for 2023 through

the US Open in September,
with no tournaments slated for
China yet.

The women's tennis tour's
announcement of its provision-
al event dates, released on
Tuesday, said: “Details of the
remaining section of the calen-
dar will be communicated in
due course.”

The season-ending WTA
Finals are supposed to be held
in Shenzhen, China, through
2030, but were not held at all in
2020 because of the COVID-19

pandemic, then were moved to
Guadalajara, Mexico, in 2021,
and to Fort Worth, Texas, this
year.

In an interview with The
Associated Press two weeks ago,
tour CEO Steve Simon said he
does not know where that event
will be played in 2023, promis-
ing a decision “no later than the
end of the first quarter of next
year.”

“We hope that that's where
we're going to be,” he said about
Shenzhen, “but, obviously, we
have some issues to resolve.”

He named two issues: Peng
Shuai's situation and lingering
COVID-19 restrictions.

A year ago, the WTA sus-
pended all of its tournaments in
China because of concerns about
the safety of Peng, a Grand Slam
doubles champion who accused

a former government official
there of sexual assault. Simon
wanted a full and transparent
inquiry into her allegations and
a chance for the tour to commu-
nicate with her — none of
which has happened yet.

Peng immediately disap-
peared from public view, then
tried to recant. She doesn't leave
China and was part of careful-
ly orchestrated appearances dur-
ing the Beijing Olympics in
February.

The portion of the calendar
released so far includes new
tournaments in Austin, Texas,
and Merida, Mexico, in
February.
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India's pistol shooters contin-
ued their golden run, sweep-

ing all the four gold medals on
offer for the second day running
in the 15th Asian Airgun
Championship in Daegu, Korea
on Wednesday.

With two more days
remaining, India's gold count
has now gone up to 21.

The day's first medal event,
the 10m air pistol women, saw
an all-India title clash, where
Rhythm Sangwan prevailed over
Palak 16-8 to clinch her second
international gold of the year.

Rhythm had won the event
at the Cairo World Cup stage
earlier this year.

That was followed by yet
another all-India contest, in the
10m air pistol women junior
event, where Manu Bhaker
pipped Esha Singh 17-15 in the
gold medal match. It was a see-
saw battle in the truest sense

between two champion shoot-
ers, with the lead changing
hands after almost every single-
shot series.

It was then the turn of the
men as Shiva Narwal, Naveen
and Vijayveer Sidhu triumphed
over Lee Daemyung, Mok Jin
Mun and Park Daehun of Korea
16-14, in the 10m air pistol team
men final.

The junior men were not to
be left behind as the troika of
Sagar Dangi, Samrat Rana and
Varun Tomar annihilated
Uzbekistan's Mukhammad
Kamalov, Nuriddin Nuriddinov
and Ilkhombek Obidjonov 16-
2 in the 10m air pistol team men
junior event, the final event of
the day.
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Asian youth medallists
Deepak and Vanshaj made

winning starts to their cam-
paigns on the opening day of
the IBA Youth men's and
women's World Boxing
Championships in La Nucia,
Spain.

After Vishwanath Suresh
opened India's campaign with
an impressive win earlier in the
day, Deepak (75kg) came out
all guns blazing and took just
over a minute to beat his
Albanian opponent Useid Nika
with the 'Referee Stops Contest'
verdict.

Vanshaj, on the other hand,
also began in similar fashion
and looked in complete control
against Uzbekistan's Boltaev
Shavkatjon in the 63.5kg open-
ing round match.

His dominating display
throughout the contest made

all five judges vote in his favour
as he registered a resounding 5-
0 win.

Haryana boys Vanshaj and
Deepak had clinched gold and
bronze medals respectively in
the ASBC Asian Youth Boxing
Championships, held in Jordan
earlier this year.

Five Indians, including two
men, will begin their chal-
lenge on the second day of the
prestigious championships.

While Lashu Yadav (70kg)
and Pranjal Yadav (81kg) will
play their round-of-16 match-
es against Poland's Marta
Czerwinska and Uzbekistan's
Oltinoy Sotimboeva respec-
tively, Preeti Dahiya (57kg)
will take on Colombia's Claudia
Daniela in the Round-of-32.

In the men's section,
Ashish will face Iran's Nima
Bayati in round-of-32 whereas
Harsh will be up against
Hungary's Levente Olah in the
60kg Round-of-64.

Indian boxers produced a
historic show in the last edition
of the championships when
they bagged 11 medals, includ-
ing eight gold.

This year's 25-member
contingent consists of 13 men
and 12 women pugilists.
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Ajoint bid by the five nation-
al associations of the

United Kingdom and Ireland 
to host the 2028 European
Championship published a
shortlist of 14 venues for the
tournament on Wednesday.

The British and Irish bid is
the favourite to win hosting
rights in September 2023 after
abandoning plans to run for the
2030 World Cup.

Russia, whose national
team and clubs are currently
banned from UEFA competi-
tion due to the war in Ukraine,
and Turkey are the other 
competing bids for Euro 
2028.

Wembley, which hosted
the Euro 2020 final, is among
three London stadia, also inclu-
ding the Tottenham Hotspur
Stadium and West Ham's
London Stadium.

Manchester United's Old
Trafford, Manchester City's
Etihad Stadium, Villa Park in
Birmingham, Newcastle's St.
James' Park, the Stadium of
Light in Sunderland and
Everton's new ground, which 
is still in construction, are 
the other proposed English
venues.

Hampden Park in Glasgow,
Cardiff 's Principality Stadium,
Casement Park in Belfast and
two stadiums in Dublin,
Lansdowne Road and Croke
Park, represent the other four
national associations.

The shortlist will be cut to
10 venues for the final bid sub-
mission in April 2023.

England and Scotland 
hosted 12 games during 
last year's delayed Euro 2020,
which took place across 11
countries.

�	..�������@�
�������
��#�����6�2�&���0���

�-���D���1�-,=�,��<�)1�,;-�(-=�=+�0;

� ��*-$$�)�����	��!��,

���'��=���&�.=��'�.=�
�&.�(#���'�!�&�.��&�'!4�&#

���� ���2 ��. +�����!���",��5��! $!
 !�<�*!.�3�$"#�&�?��5��@�.���

�=�	#��$"&���#%
D4D:�)�&
$""%�"*���3Q
*$"&�&$���,�"���

,	�;���
���	����&���
�"
���
$���	��0=�D
����B�
�����"�

�� ������!�'�����	 
�!���� �



!���.$��#���$(��%"��2%�#�<�"$���
�#$''"$"$"&�$$��#�'$�����%���$'$�"

&	�����	��	��
��� ��	���	���-/���'
�	�����	�����



�*�� �;%"#$��#%&'�(�)&*+���, (�"-.#/0#+�123�4544

���� �����	��

New skipper Pat Cummins on
Wednesday admitted that Australia

have a point to prove after their failure
at the T20 World Cup, with champions
England in their sights in a one-day
series this week.

Australia went into the World Cup
as defending champions but failed to go
beyond the group phase, in contrast to
Jos Buttler's men who powered to the
title with a gripping win against
Pakistan on Sunday.

"Yeah, I think you always have a
point to prove, especially playing here
in Australia," said Test captain
Cummins, who will lead the one-day
team for the first time on Thursday after
Aaron Finch's retirement from the 50-
over game.

"We want to win every series we
play, we probably expect that.

"The core of this squad was part of
that T20 side so ... it's a different for-
mat, but we probably didn't play as well
as we know we can and this gives us an
opportunity straight away to play
against the best."

They face England in three one-
dayers, starting in Adelaide before
moving to Sydney on Saturday and then
Melbourne three days later, the scene
of England's five-wicket victory over
Pakistan.

The win made Buttler's team the
first dual white-ball champions, hold-
ing both the 50- and 20-over titles.

"They might be a little bit short on
sleep, but they're a class side," said
Cummins, who has overcome a bout of
gastro and will be fit to play.

"They're riding high. They obvious-
ly had a great T20 campaign and they
will be strong."

Australia head into the series with
a near full-strength side apart from
Glenn Maxwell, who broke his leg in a
freak accident at a birthday party at the
weekend.

With Finch no longer in the team,
Travis Head has been recalled to open
with David Warner.

Head has a strong record as an ODI
opener, scoring nearly 600 runs from
15 innings including a century in
Pakistan in March. But he hasn't made
a sizeable score so far this summer.

"I actually feel like I've trained real-
ly, really well in the last couple of
months," said Head.

"I know it hasn't flowed into the
games as yet, but that's the beauty of it
— I know it's just around the corner."

Eight members from England's
successful T20 World Cup squad have
remained in Australia for the one-day
series, including Buttler and player-of-
the-tournament Sam Curran, as they
kick-start a year-long build-up to
defending their 50-over title in India.

They also boast Sam Billings, Jason
Roy and James Vince, who are regulars
in Australia's Big Bash League and
familiar with local conditions. But
Ben Stokes, England's hero in the T20
World Cup final, will play no part after
recently calling time on his ODI career.

"For me, and for the other guys who
haven't been around the squad in the
last month or so, it's a huge opportu-
nity to stake a claim and get back into
more prominent roles in that side," said
wicketkeeper-batsman Billings. "We
know Australia are going to be a phe-
nomenal outfit, they always are in terms
of their depth in home conditions."
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Table tennis legend Achanta Sharath
Kamal and top-ranked Indian G

Sathiyan will have their task cut out as they
face a tough draw at the ITTF-ATTU
Asian Cup Tournament beginning
Thursday in Bangkok.

World No. 44 Sharath kamal, who is
set to receive the Major Dhyan Chand Khel
Ratna Award, will run into Chinese
Taipei's Chuang Chih-Yuan, ranked No.
16, while world No. 39 Sathiyan will open
against 26th-ranked Yukiya Uda from
Japan.

World No. 44, Manika Batra will be the
lone Indian woman competitor in the
$200,000 prize money event and she will
be up against Chinese Chen Xingtong,

ranked world No. 7 and seeded No. 3, in
the opening round at the Hua Mak Indoor
Stadium.

The men's and women's singles event
of the 33rd edition of the event, held in a
direct knockout format for the first time,
has the top 16 Asian players, including No.
1 seed Wang Chuqin and Lin Gaoyuan
from China, seeded No. 3 and two strong
Japanese contenders in No. 2 seed
Tomokazu Harimoto and Yukiya Uda.

Both Sathiyan and Sharath achieved
sixth positions — so far their best finish
— in the 2019 edition in Yokohama and
the 2015 edition in Jaipur, respectively.

Sharath has been in good form this
year, having claimed three gold medals in
the Commonwealth Games, while
Sathiyan too was part of the gold-medal
winning men's team in Birmingham,
where he also picked up a silver in men's
doubles and bronze in singles.
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Anwesha Gowda made a win-
ning start to her women's

singles campaign to be the lone
Indian survivor at the Australian
Open Super 300 tournament
here on Wednesday.

The 14-year-old from Delhi,
who won four junior interna-
tional titles out of the six finals
that she reached this year, beat
Pitchaya Elysia Viravong 21-9,
21-11 in 21 minutes.

She will face Malaysia's Goh
Jin Wei in the second round.

Goh had accounted for
another Indian Tanya Hemanth,
beating her 21-15, 21-16 in just
over half an hour.

Gowda had won the
Iberdrola Spanish Junior

Internationals, Faroe Games
Junior International, Fz Forza
Stockholm Junior and Amot
Israel Junior this year, besides
reaching the finals at Junior
International events in Bulgaria
and Denmark.

Top Indian Sameer Verma,
who had failed to complete his
opening match against Jonatan
Christie at Hylo Open earlier
this month due to an injury, has
pulled out of the tournament.

Simran Singhi and Ritika
Thaker have also pulled out of
the event.

Women's doubles pair of
Rutaparna Panda and Sweta-
parna Panda went down 16-21,
14-21 to Chinese Taipei's Lee
Chia Hsin and Teng Chun Hsun
to bow out of the competition.
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The Sports Ministry has
approved Indian wrestler

Vinesh Phogat's high altitude
training under former Olympic
silver medallist Serafim
Barzakov in Belmeken, Bulgaria.

Three-time Common-
wealth Games gold-medallist
Phogat, accompanied by her
physio Ashwini Patil, is training
in Belmeken, which is a high
altitude training area situated
approximately 2600m above sea
level.

The 19-day international
camp, which began on
November 7, is also expected to
have other top wrestlers such as
Bilyana Dudova (2021 World

Championship Gold medallist)
and Evelina Nikolova (2020
Olympic Bronze medallist).

The ministry said Sports
Authority of India's (SAI) Target
Olympic Podium Scheme
(TOPS) "would cover Vinesh
and her physio's flight, accom-
modation, local travel, and food
costs among others".

"TOPS will also provide her
an out-of-pocket allowance of
USD 50 per day for any other
expense she might incur," it said.

Under TOPS, the ministry
will also financially assist
Olympic bronze medallist
Bajrang Punia in taking part in
the Bill Farrell International
Wrestling Championship, which
will be held in New York from
November 18-19.

"The competition would
give Bajrang a chance to com-
pete against some of the promi-
nent and upcoming wrestlers in
the USA, who were one of the
best Wrestling nations in Men's
freestyle events at the recently
concluded 2022 World
Wrestling Championships."
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Former South African star
Jonty Rhodes feels Arshdeep

Singh has grown tremendously
as a cricketer and has great
potential but comparing him to
the great Wasim Akram will put
him under pressure.

The 23-year-old left-arm
India pacer was one of the pos-
itives of India's T20 World Cup
campaign that ended with a
semifinal defeat to eventual
champions England.

Arshdeep, with his ability to
swing the ball both ways ended
up as the team's leading wicket-
taker, claiming 10 scalps from six
games at an economy of 7.80.

"I think that's putting him
under a lot of pressure, to com-
pare him to the great Wasim
Akram, the sultan of swing,"
Rhodes said.

"Arsheep has certainly
grown in the last two years and
that's been the case with the

Indian fast bowlers. You look at
a Bumrah and his progression
was so so quick and Arshdeep
has done the same, he is a
young fast bowler, willing to
learn and listen and he puts in
the hard yards.

"He does swing the ball
and has been a revelation at the
death. He's great in the power-
play, has got good control and he
can come around the wicket like
Wasim Akram effectively," he
added. Rhodes, who worked
with Arshdeep during his stint
as IPL side Punjab Kings' field-
ing coach, feels the youngster has
great potential.

"He's someone who has
great potential and possibility of
having a fantastic career. But you
start to compare players to the
ones who played before them,
that puts them under unneces-
sary pressure. He wants to be the
best Arshdeep Singh."

After disappointments in
back-to-back T20 World Cups,

the Indian team is expected to
go undergo a transition with
senior players making way for
youngsters.

Asked who are some of the
young players the BCCI should
invest in, Rhodes said, "The cur-
rent crop that is in New Zealand
is a fairly young team and there
are some great players in the line
up.

"And because of the success
of the IPL you certainly have an
amazing platform to showcase
their skill."

For India's three-match
T20I series in New Zealand,
starting on Friday, the likes of
Shubman Gill, Umran Malik,
Ishan Kishan and Sanju Samson
have been given a chance as
senior players have been rested.

"You look at the T20 squad
selected just after the T20 World
Cup, that gives a good indication
of the ability of some of the play-
ers. It's a strong line up without
the senior players."
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India middle-order batter
Suryakumar Yadav has

retained his top position in the
ICC men's T20I batting rankings
issued on Wednesday, following
his stellar performance in the
just-concluded T20 World Cup
in Australia.

Suryakumar became the
No.1 T20I batter after a superb
showing in the Super 12 stage of
the T20 World Cup, where he
smashed three fifties in five
innings.

That performance helped
him to achieve a career-best rat-
ing of 869 points. Although his
rating dropped to 859 after his
dismissal for 14 in the semi-final
against England, Suryakumar
has managed to hold on to his
position at the top.

The 32-year-old amassed
239 runs during the World Cup
at an outstanding average and
strike-rate of 59.75 and 189.68
respectively, and also finished as
the third highest run-scorer in
the event.

England's Alex Hales, who
smashed an unbeaten 86 from
47 deliveries in the semifinal
against India, made a big jump,

climbing 22 places up to No. 12.
Other batters in the top five

other than Suryakumar and
Babar are Mohammad Rizwan,
Devon Conway and Aiden
Markram.

Both Rizwan and Markram
have managed to hold on to
their second and fifth positions
respectively, whereas Conway
dropped down to fourth after
losing his third spot to Babar.

In the bowling charts, Adil
Rashid has been the biggest
gainer after his extraordinary
performances in the semifinal
against India and the final
against Pakistan. 

Rashid registered figures of
1/20 and 2/22 in the two match-
es respectively, gaining five spots
to move up to No 3.

His compatriot Sam Curran
also gained two spots to move to
No. 5, after a Player of the Match
performance of 3/12 in the final
against Pakistan. Wanindu
Hasaranga continues to remain
the top-ranked bowler, followed
by Rashid Khan.

In the all-rounders' rank-
ings, Shakib Al Hasan,
Mohammad Nabi and Hardik
Pandya continue to occupy the
top three spots respectively.
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Star Indian paddler Achanta
Sharath Kamal has become

the first player from the coun-
try to get elected in the
Athletes' Commission of the
International Table Tennis
Federation (ITTF).

Eight athletes (four male
and as many female) were
elected from Asia, Africa, the
Americas, Europe, and Oceania
and will serve in the Athletes'
Commission for four years
from 2022 to 2026.

The ace paddler from India
got 187 votes, the second-
highest number, behind Eliza-
beta Samara of Romania, who
received 212 votes, the differ-

ence of a mere 8.83 per cent
votes polled from their conti-
nents — Asia and Europe —
respectively.

Talking of the internation-
al honour, Sharath, a multiple
Commonwealth Games medal-
list, felt humbled and happy to
know that he got the highest
number of votes from Asia,
ahead of other candidates from
the continent.

Liu Shiwen, elected from
the female quota, is the other
Asian on the Commission, but
the Chinese managed only 153
votes.

"I am bowled over and
humbled by the recognition. I
thank the whole of Asia and all
the voters for showering such
affection with faith and the
CoA (Committee of Adminis-
trators) for forwarding my
name to ITTF," said Sharath in
a release issued by Table Tennis
Federation of India (TTFI).

Besides the eight athletes,
two para-athletes will also serve
the four-year term.

Sharath will be honoured
with the Major Dhyan Chand
Khel Ratna Award, the coun-
try's highest sports recognition,
later this month.

The 40-year-old is also the
vice-chairman of the Athletes'
Commission of the Indian
Olympic Association (IOA).
He is one of the 10 eminent
athletes elected a couple of days
ago to the national Olympic
body that goes to polls next
month.

����� ����	�62��

Stand-in T20I skipper Har-
dik Pandya on Wednesday
said the road map for

2024 T20 World Cup starts
now, adding that going forward
a lot of players will be given
chances to stake their claim in
the side.

India's 2022 T20 World
Cup hopes ended with a 10-
wicket defeat against eventual
champions England in the
semifinals.

Pandya, who will be lead-
ing India in the three-match
T20I series against New
Zealand, starting Friday, said
the team needs to overcome
from their World Cup failure.

"Yes, we all know there is
disappointment of the World
Cup but we are professionals
and we need to cope with it.
How we cope with our success
we cope up with our failures
and move forward and look
forward to get better rectify our
mistakes," Pandya told
reporters.

The next T20 World Cup
will be played in 2024 in the
West Indies and United States
and the Indian squad is expect-
ed to undergo a major transi-
tion in the next two years with
the likes of Virat Kohli and
Rohit Sharma among others
being gradually eased out of the
set up.

"Yes, the next T20 WC is
almost two years so we have
time (to unearth new talent). A
lot of cricket will be played and
a lot of people will get enough
chances.

"The road map starts from
now. But it's too fresh right
now. We have a lot of time so

we will sit down and have
conversations on those gro-
unds," Pandya said.

"Right now it's making
sure that the boys enjoy play-
ing here. We will talk about the
future later," he added.

The white-ball tour of New
Zealand that includes three
T20Is and as many ODIs will

not feature Kohli, Rohit, open-
er KL Rahul, keeper-batter
Dinesh Karthik and veteran
off-spinner Ravichandran
Ashwin as all have been rested
as part of "workload manage-
ment of players".

In their absence, the likes
of Shubman Gill, Umran Malik,
Ishan Kishan and Sanju

Samson have been given a
chance and Pandya says it will
be an important series for
them in the grand scheme of
things.

"The main boys are not
here but the same time the tal-
ent which the guys who are
already here, they have also
been playing for one and-a-

half, two years now," he said.
"They have had ample

chances and enough time in
international cricket to express
themselves and show what
they have. Very excited for
them, new bunch of guys, new
energy and excitement.

"Every series is important.
You can't play an internation-
al game thinking its not impor-
tant. Yes World Cup is there but
that's a different format, it's 50
overs.

"But it is an important
series for a lot of boys who if
they eventually do well here
will be able to put a strong case
going forward."
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In a scathing column after

the semifinal loss, former
England captain Michael
Vaughan wrote that India has
achieved absolutely nothing
since winning the ODI World
Cup at home in 2011 and has
been the most under-perform-
ing white-ball team in the his-
tory. Asked about Vaughan's
remarks, the all-rounder said,
"I don't think we need to prove
anything to anyone.

"Obviously when you don't
do well, people will have their
opinion, which we respect. I
understand people have differ-
ent point of views," Pandya
said.

"Being at the international
level, I don't think we need to
prove anything to anyone. It's
a sport, you keep trying to get
better and eventually when
the result is supposed to hap-
pen it will happen. "There are
things we need to work on,
going forward we will rectify
and work on it," he added.
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