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Aftab Amin Poonawala, who
allegedly killed his 27-

year-old live-in partner
Shraddha Walkar and dis-
membered her body, told a city
court on Tuesday that he com-
mitted the crime in the “heat of
the moment”, as per informa-
tion from police sources.  Later
his counsel Abinash Kumar
denied the report, saying that
Aftab has not confessed in
court to murdering his partner.

Earlier, at the end of his
five-day police custody, Aftab
was produced before
Metropolitan Magistrate Aviral
Shukla through video confer-
encing. The court  extended his
custody by four more days
while another judge allowed
police to go ahead with a poly-
graph test to unravel the mur-

der mystery. 
After the court’s order,

Aftab’s polygraph started at
the FSL Rohini. Polygraph test
is mandatory before the narco
test.

“Do you know what you
have done?” the judge asked,
sources said, adding, “And he
(Aftab) said everything hap-

pened in the heat of the
moment, and it was not delib-
erate.” 

However, his lawyer said, “I
spoke to Aftab for five-seven
minutes today. When I spoke to
him in the morning, he
appeared relaxed and was very
confident. He did not show any
signs of aggressiveness.” 

The lawyer said when he
asked Aftab if he is able to fol-
low the legal proceedings in the
case and if he was satisfied with
the defence, he replied in the
affirmative.  His counsel said
Aftab submitted before the
court he was not hiding any
facts and was cooperating with
the police.  He told the court he
was not familiar with the city
and also provided a sketch of
the pond where he threw
Shraddha’s body parts, the
sources said.

“In view of the reasons stat-
ed by investigating officer, it is
the considered opinion of this
court that further remand of
the accused be authorised in
police custody for the purpose
of ensuring conclusion of inves-
tigation in the matter,” said the
court. 

Continued on Page 2
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Aday after he thanked
Congress leader Rahul

Gandhi profusely for tele-
phoning him in the midst of
“Bharat Jodo Yatra” to enquire
about his health, Shiv Sena
spokesperson Sanjay Raut said
on Tuesday that his party’s
alliance with the Congress
would “survive” despite its dif-
ferences with the latter over
Hindutva ideologue Veer
Savarkar for the sake of the
country.

“An alliance runs on com-
promise. Our party differs with
the Congress over its Hindutva
ideology and Savarkar. But we
have to continue in the alliance
(with the Congress) for the sake
of the country. If we have to
save democracy, we should
forget our differences and come
together” Raut said.

“There is no difference in
our ideology. We left the BJP,
not our Hindutva ideology.
We may not be in agreement
with the Congress on every

issue. There are some issues on
which the Shiv Sena cannot
compromise, and our party is
clear on it,” he told NDTV.

Averring that his party
would never compromise on
Hindutva or Veer Savarkar,
Raut said, “He admitted that his
party would always differ with
the Congress over its Hindutva
ideology and Savarkar. At the
same time,  Rahul, while
addressing a big rally in
Maharashtra after this Veer
Savarkar row, remained silent
on Savarkar.”

“Savarkar spent over 10
years in the Andaman jail.

Only those who have experi-
enced jail can know what it is
like. Many agree with Savarkar’s
ideology, many don’t. But those
who are no longer alive to
defend themselves...whether
Savarkar or Nehru or Sardar
Patel or Netaji Subhash Bose...
it is not right to go back in time
and twist history,” Raut said.

Through a series of tweets
and during his interaction with
the media, Raut had on
Monday said, “He (Rahul) is
very busy in the ‘Bharat Jodo’
Yatra. Yet, he personally called
me to ask about my health. He
said he was worried about my
health which had deteriorated
during my time in jail.”

“Considering the kind of
bitterness that has crept in
politics today, Rahul is the
person who, despite political
differences, keeps the bonds of
friendship and affection alive…
Hence, his Bharat Jodo yatra,
which is based on love and
compassion, is getting such a
tremendous response,” Raut
said.
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Violence broke out at the
disputed Assam-

Meghalaya border in the wee
hours of Tuesday claiming six
lives, including that of a forest
guard after a truck allegedly
laden with illegally felled tim-
ber was intercepted by forest
guards from Assam.

In a twitter post tagging
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Union Home Minister
Amit Shah and Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma, Meghalaya CM Conrad
Sangma complained that the
Assam Police and forest guards
“entered Meghalaya and resort-
ed to unprovoked firing”.

Sangma’s party National
People’s Party is an ally of the
National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) led by the BJP.

However, Assam Police
officials said the truck was
intercepted in West Karbi
Anglong district of the State by
a Forest Department team and
a mob from the Meghalaya side
had later attacked the team of
forest guards and policemen,
which led to firing by the
Assamese side to control the
situation.

Sangma said five of the six

killed at “Mukroh village in
West Jaiñtia Hills District were
Meghalaya residents and one is
from the Assam Forest Guard”.
The Assam Police placed the
casualty figure at four, includ-
ing the forest guard.

“The Meghalaya
Government strongly con-
demns the incident where the
Assam Police & Assam Forest
Guards entered Meghalaya &
resorted to unprovoked firing.
GoM will take all steps to
ensure that justice is served &
action is taken against those
responsible for this inhuman
act,” he said on the social

media platform.
The Meghalaya Chief

Minister also tweeted, “I also
appeal to our citizens to main-
tain peace and harmony in the
State. The State Government is
taking all the necessary steps to
ensure that law and order is
maintained.”

Assam and Meghalaya
have a long disputed border.
While talks have resolved part
of the dispute, certain sections
still remain properly un-
demarcated.

West Karbi Anglong
Superintendent of Police
Imdad Ali reportedly said the

Assam Forest Department
team intercepted and stopped
the truck at Mukru area with-
in his district carrying the ille-
gal timber towards West Jaintia
Hills district of Meghalaya
around 3 am.

As the truck tried to flee,
the forest guards fired at it and
deflated a tyre. The vehicle’s
driver and handyman besides
another person were then
apprehended, though others
managed to escape, he said.

Police reinforcements were
rushed to the spot when the
forest guards contacted
Zirikending police station.

After the police reached the
spot, a large number of people
from Meghalaya armed with
‘daos’ (daggers) and other
weapons gathered at the spot
around 5 am, said the SP.

The mob from Meghalaya
then “gheraoed” (surrounded)
the forest guards and the police
personnel demanding imme-
diate release of those arrested
and attacked them which
prompted the police to resort
to firing to bring the situation
under control, the SP said. 

“A forest Home Guard and
three persons from the Khasi
community of Meghalaya were
killed in the incident. The sit-
uation is under control now,”
said the officer, adding that top
officers of the district have
rushed to the remote area.

According to preliminary
reports, it is not clear whether
the casualties, including the
forest guard Bidyasing Lekhte,
died of bullet injuries or from
injuries inflicted by other
weapons.

Also, Sangma announced
an ex gratia compensation of �5
lakh each for the next of kin of
the deceased individuals. “The
Cabinet will sit today to decide
on the next course of action
which the Government will
take with regard to this inci-
dent,” he tweeted.

Sangma also announced
that a meeting with Rangbah
Shnongs (traditional heads)
and religious leaders, members
of civil society and NGOs is
being called to discuss, inform
and appeal for their support to
stand together.

Continued on Page 2
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday agreed to hear on

December 6 a plea challenging
a recent notification extending
the sale of electoral bonds by 15
more days for Assembly elec-
tions in Gujarat and Himachal
Pradesh. The SC will also hear
an application for additional
grounds in the plea challenging
the provisions of Finance Act
2017 which paved the way for
electoral bonds.

A bench comprising Chief
Justice DY Chandrachud and
Justices Hima Kohli and JB
Pardiwala said it will hear the
fresh plea by Congress leader

Jaya Thakur along with other
pending petitions challenging
the validity of the 2018
Electoral Bond Scheme on
December 6. 

In March 2021, the
Supreme Court had rejected an
application to stay the sale of
electoral bonds ahead of the
Assembly polls in certain
States.

Continued on Page 2
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It was a match Argentines had
no doubt would be victorious

and joyful. Instead, shock and
sadness engulfed the streets of
the capital on Tuesday morn-
ing as the long-awaited debut
of the national team in the
World Cup ended in a 2-1 loss
to Saudi Arabia.

“The truth is, this is a dis-
appointment, a big disap-
pointment,” said Alejandro
Pintos, a 36-year-old locksmith
who was opening his shop a bit
later than usual because he first
wanted to watch the game.
“This was the match that we
had no choice but to win.”

Pintos described the
national team as being “very
disorganised,” something he
found particularly frustrating
given its 36-match unbeaten
streak leading up to the tour-

nament. Led by Lionel Messi,
Argentina entered the tourna-
ment as one of the favourites,
but instead suffered one of the
biggest World Cup upsets after
Saudi Arabia rallied with two
second-half goals in Lusail
Stadium.

“I’m really quite bitter,”
Josefina Licera, a 27-year-old
social worker, said as she wait-
ed for the bus to go to work. “I
was really sure we were going
to win and it was a big sur-
prise.”

Susana Leguizamón, 55,
woke up half an hour before the
match was set to start at 7 am
local time and put on her blue-
and-white-striped Argentina
jersey, ready to celebrate what
she thought was going to be a
fabulous debut for the nation-
al team in Qatar.

“I was very, very, very sur-
prised,” Leguizamón said. “The

truth is, we underestimated our
rival.”

Argentines were counting
on a World Cup win to bring
a glimmer of a hope to a coun-
try that has been economical-
ly stagnant for years, is suffer-
ing a nearly 100% inflation rate,
and where close to 4 in 10 peo-
ple are living in poverty.

Oscar López, 67, was visi-
bly upset as he reflected on the
team’s unexpected defeat while
wiping down windows out-
side the building where he is
the superintendent.

“If they’re in the World
Cup, no team is easy,” López
said, his eyes watering. “You
always have to be careful.”

But Santiago Babarro, 40,
said he wasn’t all that shocked
by the result. “The same thing
always happens to Argentina,”
the retail worker said. 

Continued on Page 2
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In an effort to bring together
Opposition parties on one

platform, Shiv Sena leader
Aditya Thackeray is flying to
Patna on Wednesday to meet
Bihar Deputy Chief Minister
Tejashwi Yadav.

According to sources in the
Shiv Sena, Aditya Thackeray is
to be accompanied by other
leaders, including his party’s
secretary and MP Anil Desai
and MP Priyanka Chadurvedi.

After breaking ties with the
BJP, while Nitish Kumar led
Mahagathbandhan have been
constantly trying to unite the
Opposition parties, similar
efforts are being made by
Aditya to rally behind the
Opposition members.

Aditya along with few
party leaders had joined
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi-
led Bharat Jodo Yatra which
crossed Maharashtra last week.

Continued on Page 2
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India flagged the issue of
human trafficking of its cit-

izens in the Myawaddy area of
Myanmar by international
crime syndicates during
Foreign Secretary Vinay
Kwatra’s talks with his coun-
terparts during a two-day
working visit starting
November 20.

More than 50 Indian citi-
zens were rescued and brought
back to the country over the
last two months after they
were held hostage in
Myanmar’s Myawaddy area
after falling prey to an inter-
national job racket. 

During his meetings with
the senior leadership of
Myanmar, the Foreign
Secretary raised this issue in
which many Indian nationals
have been caught, the Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA) said
in a statement here on Tuesday.

Myawaddy area in south-

eastern Myanmar’s Kayin state
bordering Thailand is not fully
under the control of the
Myanmarese Government and
certain ethnic armed groups
hold sway over it.

In October, MEA
Spokesperson Arindam Bagchi,
while giving details of a num-
ber of Indians rescued so far,
had said “details of agents
allegedly involved in this job

racket have been shared with
relevant authorities in various
States in India for appropriate
action.”

“Instances of similar job
rackets have also come to light
in Laos and Cambodia. Our
Embassies in Vientiane, Phnom
Penh and Bangkok have been
helping in repatriating people
from there,” he added.

Continued on Page 2

��������'
���
���!�������	�'
����

*	����
�����������������$��
���
��������
��	��'
���
�����+	����
����

	�� � *(��01(

The post-mortem on the
young woman whose body

was found in a suitcase on the
Yamuna Expressway here
revealed two shots were fired at
her, police said on Tuesday.

The 21-year-old woman,
Ayushi Yadav, was allegedly
killed by her father as the par-
ents were unhappy over her
inter-caste marriage, according
to the police. 

Acting Senior
Superintendent of Police
Martand Prakash Singh told
newspersons the woman’s
father was nabbed on Sunday
and her mother the next day
considering her an equal part-
ner in the crime after the
recovery of the revolver used in
the crime, and the car in whcih

the body was carried. 
The post-mortem exami-

nation on the woman, a resi-
dent of Delhi, was conducted
by a panel of three doctors.

It found two bullets were
fired at her one of which
pierced through her chest and
the other got stuck in her
head, police said, adding the
post-mortem was also video-
graphed.

According to the police,
Ayushi had married her class-
mate Chhatrapal Gurjar, a res-
ident of Bharatpur, a year ago
at the Arya Samaj temple. Her
father Nitesh Yadav and moth-
er Brajbala were very upset over
this. 

The police have also
retrieved their marriage cer-
tificate from her house.

Continued on Page 2
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In the first response by the
Centre to Qatar’s invitation to

wanted fugitive Zakir Naik,
Union Minister for Petroleum
and Natural Gas Hardeep
Singh Puri on Tuesday said he
was sure India will take up the
matter and would convey its
views on the matter in the
"strongest possible terms" to the
authorities concerned.

Reports said Qatar has
invited Naik, a wanted fugitive
in India for inciting hate,
extremism, promoting enmity
among religious groups and
facing allegations of money
laundering and terror-related

activities, to  deliver religious
lectures at the ongoing FIFA
World Cup.

Asked about Qatar report-
edly inviting Naik to the FIFA
World Cup, Puri said, "I have
no knowledge of that".

When asked if India will
lodge a protest, he replied, "I
am sure India took it up and
will take it up. But the point is
he is a Malaysian national and

if he is invited somewhere...
whether they knew, I have no
knowledge of that. I have as
much access to information as
you have."

"You can ask me my views
on Zakir Naik. My views and
your views are the same on
that," he said. Replying to a
related question, Puri said,
"We (India) have our views on
him and I am sure they will be
conveyed in the strongest pos-
sible terms to the concerned
authorities."

Naik is banned in the UK
and Canada for his hate speech
against other religions and is
among the 16 banned Islamic
scholars in Malaysia.

	���� ��������	

The Delhi High Court on
Tuesday sought the stand of

the Lieutenant Governor on the
Delhi Government think tank
DDCD's Vice Chairman
Jasmine Shah's challenge to
the order restraining him from
discharging his duties and seal-
ing his office.  Justice Yashwant
Varma listed the case for fur-
ther consideration on
November 28 and asked the
counsel appearing for the LG
and other respondents to make
submissions on that date.   

“Come back on Monday.
We will hear this,” said the
court as it observed it will have
to examine the scope of LG's
power to pass the directions in

question.   “You (counsel for LG
and others) have heard what
has transpired. So you can also
address submissions (on the
next date). We are only con-
cerned with the challenge to the
jurisdiction which has been
assumed by the honourable
LG… What will have to be con-
sidered is the scope of power
that the LG can exercise,” the
court added. 

Delhi Government's stand-

ing counsel Sanotsh Kumar
Tripathi appeared for the
respondents. Senior lawyer
Rajiv Nayar, appearing for
Shah, argued the petitioner
was appointed pursuant to a
decision of the Delhi Cabinet
and his appointment was coter-
minous with the term of the
present government. The LG,
he contended, has no power to
restrain him from performing
his duties. 
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From Page 1
An alert has been sound-

ed in all districts bordering
Meghalaya and their police
have been asked to remain vig-
ilant, according to Assam
police officials.

“All superintendents of
police of districts along
Meghalaya have been told to
keep a strict watch on any pos-
sible law and order situation.
But there is no restriction on
movement of vehicles or peo-
ple along the inter-state bor-
der,” added the official.

The Guwahati police has
erected check points in the
Jorabat area of the State capi-
tal through which most vehi-
cles enter Meghalaya passing
through Ri-Bhoi district.

Amid apprehensions that
that tension may spread to var-
ious parts of Meghalaya, vehi-
cles with Assam registration
numbers are being advised
not to go across the border
with the neighbouring State.

The two Northeastern
States have a longstanding
dispute in 12 stretches of bor-
derlands. The two States had
signed a memorandum of
understanding in March this
year in the presence of Shah in
New Delhi to end the dispute
in six of them.

Meghalaya was carved out
of Assam in 1972 and had
since then challenged the
Assam Reorganisation Act,
1971, which is recognised by
the latter as its border.

From Page 1
Electoral bonds have been

pitched as an alternative to cash
donations made to political
parties as part of efforts to
bring transparency in political
funding. 

The Government had noti-
fied the Electoral Bond Scheme
on January 2, 2018.

According to provisions of
the scheme, electoral bonds
may be purchased by a person,
who is a citizen of India or a
body incorporated or estab-
lished in India. 

Only political parties reg-
istered under Section 29A of
the Representation of the
People Act, 1951 and those
which secured not less than one
per cent of votes polled in the
last general election to the
House of the People or the
Legislative Assembly of the
State, are eligible to receive elec-
toral bonds.    According to the
notification, electoral bonds
shall be encashed by an eligi-

ble political party only through
a bank account with an autho-
rised bank. 

Recently, a fresh notifica-
tion was issued by the Centre
amending the Electoral Bond
Scheme of 2018 to provide “an
additional period of 15 days”
for the sale of electoral bonds
“in the year of general elections
to the legislative assemblies of
States and Union Territories
with legislature”. 

Another bench headed by
Justice B R Gavai is seized of
pending petitions including
the PILs by NGO Association
for Democratic Reforms, the
CPI(M) and some other peti-
tioners.  The Centre had on
October 14 told the bench that
the electoral bonds scheme is
an absolutely transparent mode
of political funding and it is
impossible to get any black or
unaccounted money through it. 

“The methodology of
receiving money has been so
transparent. We will explain

step by step. Now it is impos-
sible to get any black or unac-
counted money. It is the most
transparent system. To say it
affects democracy does not
hold water,” Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta, appearing for
the Union of India, had told the
bench comprising Justices
Gavai and B V Nagarathna.

Advocate Prashant
Bhushan, appearing for NGO
Association for Democratic
Reforms, had called it a very
interconnected issue which
affects democracy. 

The top court had said it
will examine on December 6
whether the batch of pleas
challenging the laws permitting
funding of political parties
through the electoral bond
scheme should be referred to a
larger bench. The apex court
termed it an important matter
which requires detailed hear-
ing, and sought the assistance
of the Attorney General and
Solicitor General.

From Page 1
On July 5, the Indian mis-

sion issued an advisory cau-
tioning against unscrupulous
elements offering jobs. “The
mission has observed in the
recent past that some lT com-
panies engaged in digital
scamming/forge crypto activ-
ities located in remote eastern
border areas of Myanmar are
recruiting Indian workers
from different places through
their recruiting agents on the
pretext of potential employ-
ment opportunities in the IT
sector,” it said.

After initial recruitment,
the mission said Indian work-
ers are taken to Myanmar
illegally without proper doc-
umentation leading to their
“entrapment”.

“In view of the above,
Indian nationals are hereby
requested to exercise due cau-
tion and verify the
antecedents of the recruiting
agents. It is advisable to have
all requisite information (job
description, company details,
location, employment con-
tract, etc) before accepting any
employment that has been
offered,” it said.

Myanmar is one of India’s
strategic neighbours and it
shares a 1,640-km-long border
with a number of northeast-
ern States, including militan-
cy-hit Nagaland and Manipur.

During his meetings with
the leadership of Myanmar,
the Foreign Secretary also
discussed maintenance of
security and stability in the
border areas of India and
Myanmar.

He expressed India’s con-
tinued support to people-
centric socio-economic devel-
opmental projects, including
those along the India-
Myanmar border areas, as
well as India’s commitment
towards an expedit ious
implementation of ongoing
connectivity initiatives such
as the Kaladan Multimodal
Transit Transport Project and
the Trilateral Highway.

The Foreign Secretary
also reiterated India’s com-
mitment to continue with the
projects under Rakhine State
Development Programme
and Border Area
Development Programme for
the benefit of the people of
Myanmar.

From Page 1
Aditya is the president of Yuva Shiv Sena and has also been

a minister in the previous Maha vikas Aghadi government. Ever
since going to the MVA Government, he has been trying hard
to organize his faction of Shiv Sena.

Sources also said the meeting will also be important regard-
ing the Mumbai Municipal Corporation elections which are
scheduled early next year. Tens of thousands of migrants from
Bihar are enlisted  as voters in the BMC polls.  Sena could also
invite Tejashwi to Mumbai to campaign in the municipal elec-
tions to woo the Bihari voters.

From Page 1
Accordingly, remand of

accused is hereby authorised

in police custody for further
period of four days ti l l
November 26,” Metropolitan
Magistrate Aviral Shukla said
in the order.

Earlier Delhi Police on

Monday informed the Saket
Court that the bones of
Shraddha, have been recov-
ered from a jungle in the
national capital on November
20. Along with it, her broken
jaw has also been recovered.

Seeking further custody
of Aftab, police also informed
the court that a detailed site
plan has been found at Aftab’s
house which may assist in fur-
ther search.

During the court hearing,
where later the court granted
four days of police custody,
the IO (Investigating Officer)
of the case informed the court
“some more parts of the bones
of the deceased have been
recovered from the jungle
and jaws of the deceased have

been recovered on November
20.”

The Delhi Police said, “It
is submitted that teams of
CFSL/CBI have also been
called at the spot for inspec-
tion. The IO has requested for
extension of police custody on
the ground that more parts of
the body/bones and weapons
can be recovered on the basis
of disclosure of the accused.
It is further submitted that a
rough site plan has been
found at the house of the
accused which may assist in
the further search pro-
gramme.”

The Delhi Police further
said it is submitted that cus-
todial interrogation of the
accused would be required to
connect the chain of events
involved in the crime.

Another Metropolitan
Magistrate Vijayshree
Rathore, meanwhile, allowed
the police application for con-
ducting a polygraph test on
Aftab.

According to the Delhi
Police sources, forensic teams
have found blood stains from
the bathroom of the rented
accommodation in
Chattarpur. The recovery was
made by teams from the
Central Forensic Science
Laboratory (CFSL) and the
Delhi Police.

“The blood stains were
found between the tiles. He
has already confessed that he
cut her body in the bathroom
after keeping it under a run-
ning shower. The blood sam-
ples have been collected and
sent for examination,” said the

sources. Earlier, blood stains
were also found in the
kitchen. The sources also said
three weapons, hammer,
small saw and chopper which
Aftab used to disintegrate
Shraddha’s body into 35
pieces, were thrown in the
bushes of DLF Phase-III and
a garbage van in Mehrauli.

Meanwhile, terming it a
‘publicity interest litigation’,
the Delhi High Court on
Tuesday dismissed with costs
a PIL seeking directions that
the Walkar murder investiga-
tion be transferred from the
Delhi Police to the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI).

The court, however, did
not specify the cost amount
while passing the order. A
bench of Chief Justice Satish
Chandra Sharma and Justice
Subramonium Prasad said
instead of a public interest lit-
igation (PIL), it was a “pub-
licity interest litigation” and
“not a single ground” was
made out.

Standing counsel (crimi-
nal) Sanjay Lao, appearing for
Delhi Police, said 80 per cent
of the investigation in the case
is complete and a team of
senior police officials along
with 200 police personnel are
involved in the probe.

At the outset, the bench
asked the petitioner’s counsel
about the reason for seeking
transfer of the case. “Give us
one good reason. Parents (of
the victim) do not have any
grievance. You are a stranger.
For an obvious reason you
have filed this petition,” the
court said.

From Page 1
“We say, ‘This is an easy

match, we can win it easily,’ and
then, bam! They put us in our
place. We always believe we’re
more than what we are.”

Sebastián Fabre, 48, woke
up with an uneasy feeling
Tuesday, worried about what he
said was overconfidence on the
side of Argentina fans.

“There was way too much
unfounded optimism. I didn’t
want to say anything but I
think we were all way too over-
confident,” Fabre said.

Leguizamón, who walked
to her job at a restaurant still
wearing her Argentina jersey,
said she could feel those around

her were also suffering the loss.
“Everyone is very sad, very

sad,” she said. “We all woke up
with lots of hope.”

Still, the fans said they
could see a silver lining.

“Really, it’s better that this
happened in the first match and
not in the quarter finals,” Fabre
said. “That’s the positive side to
this.”Leuizamón agreed.

“A trip is not a fall, as we say
here,” she said, using a common
Argentine expression. “I’m a big
fan of the national team and I
get in a really bad mood when
it loses but my hope is intact.”

Argentina plays Mexico on
Saturday in their second match
in Group C.

From Page 1
After getting married, she

used to go to her husband’s
place whenever she wanted,
and her parents were worried
this was harming their social
status.

She had returned from her
husband’s place on Thursday
also, the day of the incident and
the father killed her with his
revolver in a fit of rage, while
the mother supported her hus-
band in this, according to the
police.
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The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) has arrested

one more person in connection
with the recovery of more than
2,400 kg of explosives meant for
a Myanmar-based group fight-
ing against the government, an
official said on Tuesday.

Lalringsanga (54) was
arrested on Monday from
Aizawl in connection with the
case, a spokesperson of the fed-
eral agency said.

The NIA said the case per-
tains to the recovery of 2,421 kg
of explosives, 1,000 detonators,
4,500 metres of detonating fuse
wire, and cash -- Rs 73,500 and
over 9.35 lakh Myanmar kyat -
- from a vehicle at Tipa in
Mizoram on January 21.
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In a new twist to the massage
row, the man caught on video

massaging the feet of jailed
AAP leader Satyendar Jain is a
rape accused and not a licenced
physiotherapist as claimed by
the party. 

According to official
sources at Tihar Jail, the man
Rinku, accused of raping his
own daughter, is a prisoner
charged under the stringent
Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act. 

The BJP hit out at AAP and
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
after the man’s identity came to
light and called it a “spa and
massage party.”  

The BJP demanded an
apology from Kejriwal and
said Jain shouldn't retain his
post as a Minister "for a minute
more". The Delhi Congress
also accused Kejriwal and his
deputy Manish Sisodia of "mis-

leading" the people.
The AAP, responding to

the allegations, called it a polit-
ical witch-hunt. Earlier the
party defended the video, say-
ing Jain was receiving physio-
therapy after two spinal surg-
eries. 

Rinku, who was charged
under Section 6 of the POCSO
was also booked under Sections
506 (for criminal intimida-
tion) 509 (outraging the mod-
esty of a woman) and 376
(rape) of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) by Jafarpur Kalan
police station in Delhi. He was

arrested last year after his
daughter, a class 10 student,
accused him of assaulting her.

The CCTV videos, that
went viral last week, shows a
man putting oil and gel on the
legs of Jain. The videos, dated
September 13, 14 and 21, have
sparked a fierce row between
the AAP and the BJP in the
run-up to the Delhi civic elec-
tions next month. The
Opposition BJP has launch a
full-fledged poster war against
the AAP.

At a press conference, BJP
spokesperson Gaurav Bhatia

dared Kejriwal to respond to
the fresh allegations "within an
hour". He termed the AAP an
anarchist criminal party, accus-
ing it of defending the wrong-
doing in the jail. 

"Shameful @
ArvindKejriwal Doctors have
confirmed that it is not
Physiotherapy and moreover
the Person giving massage to
Saryendra Jain in Tihar Jail is
a rapist, accused under the
POCSO, and not a physio-
therapist as claimed and
endorsed by you!" BJP MP
Manoj Tiwari tweeted

BJP spokesperson Shehzad
Poonawala tweeted, “Rape
accused Rinku was giving mas-
sage to Satyendar Jain. Rinku
Accused under Pocso and IPC
376. So it was not a physio-
therapist but a rapist who was
giving maalish (massage) to
Satyendar Jain! Shocking.
Kejriwal must answer why he
defended this and insulted
physiotherapists.” Dismissing
the allegations, AAP leader
and Delhi Environment
Minister Gopal Rai said the BJP
was resorting to allegations
because it is going to lose the
(municipal) elections.  

"Their slogan is ‘Badnaam
Kiya hai, Badnaam Karenge'
while Kejriwal's slogan is ‘Kaam

Kiya hai, Kaam Karenge'. Be it
Satyendar Jain's case, Manish
Sisodia's case, Jasmine Shah's
case or the recent ‘sting’ oper-
ation, BJP has absolutely no
issue to raise in the elections,"
he alleged.

The AAP leader further
said, “When Amit Shah was
lodged in a Gujarat jail, a spe-
cial jail was made and special
treatment was given, which
was never available to anyone
before. The special treatment
given to Shah has been record-
ed on papers by the CBI. 

“It should be put out in
public. The issue is not about
special treatment to Satyendar
Jain. The BJP is rattled because
people are going to give a
treatment (defeat) to the BJP on
December 4 when the MCD
polls happen.” 

Hitting out at the AAP,
Congress leader Alka Lamba
urged the eight women MLAs
of Delhi's ruling party and
DCW Chairman Swati Maliwal
to hold a press conference and
question senior leaders of the
party over the matter. 

The Congress spokesper-
son alleged the AAP, which
came to power with a promise
of bringing a change, has now
compromised with the securi-
ty of the entire Tihar jail.
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Four students of Don Bosco
Technical Institute in

Sukhdev Vihar, Southeast
Delhi, have been arrested for
allegedly bludgeoning a preg-
nant street dog to death and
burying it in a field. 

According to Delhi Police,
during interrogation, the
accused told the police that the
dog used to bark at them
whenever they used to play
cricket on the institute's ground
and this infuriated them.

The accused have been
identified as Avinash Minj
(24), a resident of Khanpur
here, Anish Horhoriya (18), a
native of Uttarakhand, Rahul
Kujur (19) from Jharkhand
and Guruvachan (19) from
Sambhal in Uttar Pradesh.

Police had registered a case
after videos of the incident,
which showed a group of men
cornering the dog inside a tin
shed and beating it until it fell
unconscious, were widely cir-
culated on social media during
the weekend. Police said the
dog was tortured to death on
October 30.

As part of investigation, the
police gathered information

about the students seen in the
video and also spotted the tin
shed where the dog was tor-
tured. They said accused Minj
had switched off his mobile
phone after the matter escalat-
ed but was nabbed from Devli
area in Khanpur, near his
house. 

Based on his submission,
the dog's carcass was dug out,
a police officer said. The
remaining accused were also
arrested, he added. All the
four accused are pursuing ITI.
There are no past police
records against them, the offi-
cer said.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (southeast) Esha Pandey
had on Sunday said a case
under Section 429 and 34 of the

Indian Penal Code (IPC) and
relevant Sections of Prevention
of Cruelty to Animal Act was
registered at New Friends
Colony police station. A resi-
dent of New Friends Colony,
who had seen the video, had
alerted the police and filed a
complaint.

The video shows the
accused cornering the scared
dog inside a tin shed on the
institute's campus. One of the
accused armed with a rod then
enters the shed while the
remaining students egg him on
from outside.

The video also shows the
same person then dragging
the dog through the college
compound, but it is not ascer-
tained whether he is a student.
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The AAP plans 1,000 public
meetings from Wednesday

with music and magic shows,
street plays, as part of its last leg
of electioneering ahead of the
December 4 MCD polls to
target the BJP.  Delhi chief min-
ister Arvind Kejriwal, and his
Punjab counterpart, Bhagwant
Mann, will be among AAP’s
star campaigners, who will fan
across the capital for canvass-
ing.

During the first phase,
AAP candidates held marches,
public meetings and door-to-
door campaigns under the
theme 'MCD me bhi Kejriwal'.
The party's Delhi unit conven-
er Gopal Rai on Tuesday said
at a press conference that the
AAP will hold 1,000 'Nukkad
Sabhas' from November 23 in

all the 250 wards of the
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi till December 2, the day
when poll campaigns will end.

The theme of the second
phase of the campaign will be
'Kejriwal ki Sarkar, Kejriwal ka
Paarshad' (Kejriwal's govern-
ment, Kejriwal's councillor).
"During the 'Nukkad Sabhas',
the star campaigners, MLAs,
poll candidates and local lead-
ers will have one-on-one inter-
action with the people to

understand their issues. They
will also make people aware of
the rampant corruption and
maladministration of the BJP
during its 15-year reign in the
MCD," Rai said.

Rai said the star and other
campaigners will interact with
the people one-on-one to
understand their issues. “They
will raise awareness regarding
rampant corruption and mal-
administration of BJP during
its reign in MCD for 15 years.”
He added AAP will also organ-
ise events to highlight
Kejriwal’s 10 guarantees to the
voters.

The AAP will also organ-
ise various programmes such as
'Dance for Democracy', street
plays, music and magic shows
to take the 10 guarantees of
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
for the MCD polls to the peo-

ple, he said.
"We succeeded in taking

our message to the people ear-
lier and they gave Arvind
Kejriwal the responsibility to
run the Delhi Government. He
gave them excellent schools,
free electricity and water. He
brought an unprecedented
development and we fulfilled
all the promises we made to the
citizens," Rai added.

"Kejriwal is already at the
helm of affairs in the Delhi
Government. Now the party
will be in power in the MCD as
well. It is my appeal to the peo-
ple that every ward of MCD has
an AAP councillor. 

Once that happens, we will
resolve all your issues. BJP
kept on fooling you by making
hollow promises for 15 years.
We will finish all that work in
the next five years," Rai said.
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Senior Congress leader and
former Minister Ajay Maken

on Tuesday alleged a Rs 5000
crore scam in the name of
power subsidy to consumers by
the AAP-led Arvind Kejriwal
Government. He said that there
are only 38 lakh power con-
sumers in Delhi but the
Kejriwal Government was pro-
viding power subsidy to 90 per-
cent of domestic consumers.

The Congress leader has
demanded a  CBI enquiry into
the matter.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, Maken said that the
Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia, in his Budget speech
had said 90 per cent of domes-
tic consumers are getting free
electricity, which is 53 lakh
households out of total 58 lakh
households in the city. The
AAP has paid a total of �14,731
crore to the private Discoms
since AAP came to power for

this 90 per cent of domestic
consumers. 

However, through the VSS
(Voluntary Subsidy Scheme), it
came to knowledge that only 38
lakh consumers have regis-
tered for the subsidy which is
just 60 per cent of the total con-
sumers, said Maken. 

Accordingly, 30 per cent of
the total consumers in whose
name unchecked and unaudit-
ed subsidy was given do not
even exist, which makes it a
scam of 5000 crore, alleged
Senior Congress leader. 

“Due to the ‘electricity
model’ of the Kejriwal
Government, there was a mass
exodus of the industrial as
well as commercial sector
which led to the rise in unem-
ployment in the national
Capital, Maken claimed”.

The Congress leader fur-
ther said that in 2020-21,
Delhi’s average commercial
rate is �16.09/ unit as compared
to Uttarakhand at 6.56, Punjab

at 8.97, Haryana at 7.90 and
Rajasthan at 11.05. Delhi’s gap
with the neighbouring States
has been widening ever since
AAP came to power.  

This has resulted in a mass
exodus of Industries from
Delhi causing massive unem-
ployment. These industries are
non-polluting, and household
industries.

“Theft of electricity and
loss reduced results in extra
earnings by the Discoms by �
265.84 crore annually. In 2020-
21 the DISCOMS earned �
1,746 crores extra if we calcu-
late the reduction in theft loss-
es from 2014 (by 7.32 per
cent), when AAP came to
power,” he said. 

Even after the lowest
(Losses Caused By Theft And
Collection Inefficiencies)
AT&C losses but why the high-
est average tariff in the coun-
try? asked Maken.

Meanwhile, comparing the
commercial rates of per kilo

watt to the other states includ-
ing Haryana, Uttrakhand,
Punjab, and Rajasthan, Maken
said that Delhi has the highest
charges in the national Capital
which is �16.09 per kWh. “At
�13 per unit, the Capital is has
the highest price of industrial
per kWh charges if compared
to the adjoining states,” said
senior Congress leader.

“In 2002, when we priva-
tised the power sector, 53.9 per
cent AT&C losses were calcu-
lated, which came down to 16.9
per cent, in 2014 it further
dipped to 16.9 per cent. In the
past seven years of the of the
AAP regime, the theft and
losses have reduced to 8.87 per
cent,” said senior congress
leader.

Maken also accused
Kejriwal Government for
appointing the Naveen Gupta
son of AAP’s treasurer ND
Gupta, as nominee to the pri-
vate Discoms for smoothly
conducting the scam.
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As the race for MCD polls
intensifies, the BJP, AAP,

and Congress have started
wooing Poorvanchali voters
who form one of the biggest
vote banks in the national
Capital. According to an esti-
mate, there are 35-40 lakh
Poorvanchali voters in Delhi
who most of them living in
unauthorised colonies and
slum pockets of the city, decide
the fate of candidates on 100-
150 wards  of the 250 wards of
MCD.

BJP national president JP
Nadda, interacting with mem-
bers of Chhath Puja Samitis on
Monday, urged Purvanchali
people to bless the party in
MCD polls on December 4.
Nadda, whose childhood and
youth was spent in Patna, said
"I used to savour prasad of

Thekuas on Chhath. Again I
am seeking Prasad of Chhath
on December 4."

Both the BJP and AAP
have fielded around 50 candi-
dates each from purvanchali
background. The community is
estimated to have a significant
presence in all the assembly
segments in Delhi. "Around 50
Purvanchali candidates have
been fielded by BJP in MCD
polls. People from Purvanchal
live all across the city and they
are our supporters," Delhi BJP
president Adesh Gupta said.
The Bhojpuri speaking natives
of Eastern UP, Bihar and
Jharkhand settled in Delhi are
considered as Purvanchalis.
The star campaigners from
Purvanchali background
include Delhi MP Manoj
Tiwari and his Lok Sabha col-
leagues from UP Ravi Kishan
and Dinesh Yadav Nirahua. 
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Jailed Minister Satyendar Jain
told a trial court on Tuesday

that he is not getting medical
check-ups and "proper" food
items like fruits, dry fruits and
dates as per his religious beliefs
as he was observing a fast. 

He has lost around 28 kg in
custody, said his lawyer, Senior
Advocate Rahul Mehra. "Even
Ajmal Kasab got a free and fair
trial," he said, referring to the
Pakistani terrorist hanged for
the 26/11 Mumbai attack. "I am
surely not worse than that. All
I seek is a fair and free trial.
Please look at the kind of media
reports that are running against
(Satyendar Jain) and that is in
(the agencies') interest," he fur-
ther submitted.

After hearing arguments
on Jain’s contempt plea, a Special
Judge on Tuesday sought the
Enforcement Directorate's
response by Wednesday. The

court listed the matter for
November 28 for detailed argu-
ments.

The application has also
sought a direction to the prison
officials to immediately conduct
the Minister's medical check-up.
It said that Jain was "a strict
adherent of Jainism", but he was
not being provided basic food
that is partaken under his reli-
gion and medical facilities inside
the prison. He also denied the
ED allegations of getting privi-
leged treatment. "What privilege
are they talking about... I have
lost 28 kg in jail. Is this what a
privileged person in jail gets?
I'm not even getting proper
food... No prison rules are vio-
lated if an undertrial is pressing
his hand or feet," he said.

The argument referred
specifically to viral videos of Jain
receiving massages in jail, and
the AAP's claim that these were
"physiotherapy sessions man-
dated as part of his treatment".
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Delhi University's Academic
Council on Tuesday

passed the controversial reso-
lution seeking to raise the
number of students in a class,
with six members dissenting
against it saying the move to
increase student-teacher ratio
will impact the quality of edu-
cation.

The DU has fixed 60 stu-
dents per batch for lectures, 30
for tutorials and 25 for practi-
cal classes in undergraduate
programmes. For postgraduate
courses, the numbers per batch
are 50, 25 and 15-20, respec-
tively. The university issued a
notification to colleges on
November 11 in this regard.

"The Academic Council
accorded its approval regarding
uniformity in teacher-students
ratio in all the programmes and
courses being offered by the
university and its colleges, both
at the undergraduate and post-
graduate levels vide the notifi-
cation," a university official
said. Several teachers' bodies

have opposed the notification
for what they called bigger-
than-ideal batch sizes. The
Academic Council met on
Tuesday to discuss a slew of
issues.

The dissenting members
have highlighted that the impo-
sition of the notification issued
on November 11 will have
grave adverse consequences
for the quality of the teaching-
learning process in college and
university departments. In the
notification, Registrar Vikas
Gupta has said the university

came up with the rule to
observe uniformity in the
teacher-students ratio across all
the programmes it offers.

Among the six council
members who opposed the
resolution are Rajesh Kumar,
Biswajit Mohanty, Mithuraj
Shusiya, Sudhanshu Kumar
and Nidhi Kapoor. The dis-
senting members said that the
raising of the tutorial group size
to 30 students for UG courses
and 25 for PG courses "negates"
the very idea of small group
interaction and denies stu-

dents the opportunity to devel-
op a deeper understanding
and clarify niggling doubts.
"Teachers too cannot do justice
and the consequent quality
deterioration would be enor-
mous.

Similarly, increasing the
size of practical to 25 students
and 15-20 students in cases of
UG courses and PG courses,
respectively is academically
unacceptable," the members
said in a dissent note.

The members said that
uniformity in the teacher-stu-
dent ratio cannot be a target
and that reducing the ratio
should be the target.

"Increasing students-
teacher ratio to achieve uni-
formity does not appear to be
compatible with academic con-
cerns," the note read.

"No power, specified in the
Statutes and Ordinances or
otherwise, ought to be exer-
cised in academic matters to
nullify the decisions and wis-
dom of the Academic Council
as is the case with this notifi-
cation," it added.
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More than 26,200 candi-
dates have applied for

around 14,000 vacant seats in
undergraduate courses in Delhi
University colleges in the first
round of spot seat allocation.

According to a DU official,
till now 59,401 students have
been admitted to undergradu-
ate courses, and more than
14,000 seats are vacant in the
university which began admit-
ting students for the academic
year 2022-23 in September.

The university issued a list
of vacant seats for the first spot
allocation round of the
Common Seat Allocation
System (CSAS), and the can-
didates were given two days till

Tuesday to apply for the first
round of spot allocation.

"We have received 26,221
applications for the first spot
round of admission," an official
told PTI over phone.There are
70,000 seats in the university's
undergraduate programmes.
The university will declare the
first spot admission list on
Wednesday.The candidates can
accept the allocated seats
between November 24 and 26.

The last date for online
payment of admission fees is
November 27. Unlike regular
CSAS rounds, seats allocated in
a spot admission round will be
final. They will not be upgrad-
ed in any subsequent round of
the spot admission system,
another official said.
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Police have registered two
cases in connection with the

alleged manhandling of AAP
MLA Gulab Singh Yadav by
some of his party workers on
Monday following an alterca-
tion over distribution of tick-
ets for the MCD polls, officials
said on Tuesday. While one
case was registered on the basis
of a complaint lodged by Yadav,
the other was filed on a
woman's statement who alleged
that the AAP MLA abused her.
An investigation is underway,
a senior police officer said. An

investigation is underway, the
officer said. Police said Yadav
underwent a medical exami-
nation and no external injuries
were found on his body.
Reacting to the matter, AAP's
Delhi convenor Gopal Rai
alleged that the BJP was behind
the "attack"."The BJP does not
have an agenda ahead of the
MCD elections and, therefore,
it planned this attack. It is being
said that AAP workers were
involved in the incident, but a
BJP leader reached the police
station.

"I think we are going to see
several such events till
December 2... Perhaps some
fortune teller has told the BJP
that they need to abuse Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
in order to get votes in the elec-
tions," Rai said.

He said Delhiites elected

Kejriwal so that the promises
made to them would be ful-
filled and the CM is seeking
votes in the name of develop-
ment. If people want to see
development, then they will
need Kejriwal, he added.

"The BJP only believes in
politics of distraction and it is
to avoid being held accountable
for its 15-year tenure in the
MCD that they have been
indulging in mudslinging.

People ask the BJP what it has
done in 15 years and they say
'look we have done a sting
operation'. People ask why is
garbage strewn all over the city
and the BJP says 'look this
politician is asking for money
for tickets'. People ask why
these three landfills have not
been removed and the BJP
says 'look what is happening
inside Tihar jail," Rai said.

The Delhi BJP and Indian
Youth Congress president
Srinivas BV shared on social
media a purported video in
which Yadav is seen engaging
in an altercation and then
being manhandled. Sharing
video, the BJP said on Twitter,
"AAP MLA got beaten up.
Gulab Singh Yadav was accused
of selling tickets because of
which he got beaten up by his
own party workers."
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India and the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) on Tuesday

took stock of their expanding
bilateral ties especially in trade,
investment, consular matters,
education and food security
during talks between External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
and UAE Foreign Minister of
UAE Sheikh Abdullah bin
Zayed Al Nahyan.

In the high-profile meeting
held at the Hyderabad House
here, both the leaders reviewed
the continuous progress in
bilateral relations across dif-
ferent domains, since the 14th
Joint Commission Meeting
held by them in September
2022. 

They appreciated the
progress in bilateral relation-
ship, especially in trade, invest-
ment, consular matters, edu-
cation and food security, the
ministry of external affairs
said. Both Ministers noted that
bilateral trade has shown
appreciable growth under the
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement
(CEPA) between the two coun-
tries which came into force on

May 1, 2022. 
India’s exports to UAE

between April-September 2022
were about 16 billion dollars
which was an increase of 24%
year-to-year while India’s
imports increased 38% to reach
28.4 billion dollars in the same
time period.

On food security coopera-
tion under India, Israel, the
United States, and the United
Arab Emirates (I2U2), a dele-
gation led by CEO of
Application Device
Queues(ADQ) visited India in
October 2022 to take discus-
sions forward with different
stakeholders. IIT Delhi has
held meetings with its Abu
Dhabi partner, ADEK for
establishing IIT Delhi campus
in Abu Dhabi. The meetings of
Joint Committee on Consular

Affairs and Joint Working
Group on Manpower were held
in October and November
2022.

Both sides have also taken
forward their discussions on
other areas of cooperation
including energy, healthcare,
defence, space, climate change,
skills, fin-tech and startups. 

CIM and the ADIA
Chairman held a successful
meeting of the High Level
Task Force on Investments in
October 2022 in which the
entire range of trade and invest-
ment cooperation was dis-
cussed.

Both Ministers also
exchanged views on the glob-
al situation and various region-
al hotspots as well as the coop-
eration between the two coun-
tries in UN Security Council.
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Days after North Korea
launched an

Intercontinental Ballistic
Missile (ICBM) which report-
edly can cover almost the entire
US, India along with US and 12
other countries has condemned
the action. New Delhi also
expressed concern over the
proliferation of nuclear and
missile technologies and said
they have an “adverse impact”
on peace and security in the
region, including on India.

This condemnation in the
United Nations Security
Council (UNSC) meeting on
North Korea on late Monday
came after it launched a missile
on November 18.  

The missile landed 125
miles from Japan’s coastline and
this launch came after other
such firings in the earlier
months.  The UNSC met for
the second time this month on
the issue after North Korea
fired eight such missiles this
year. India's Permanent

Representative to the UN
Ambassador Ruchira Kamboj
told the UNSC that New Delhi
condemns the recent inter-
continental ballistic missile
launch by North Korea.
Kamboj said these launches
constitute a violation of the res-
olutions of the Security Council
relating to the Democratic
People's Republic of
Korea(DPRK) and affect the
peace and security of the region
and beyond.

US Ambassador to the UN
Linda Thomas-Greenfield
delivered a joint statement on
behalf of Albania, Australia,
Ecuador, France, Ireland, India,
Japan, Malta, Norway, the
Republic of Korea, Switzerland,
the United Arab Emirates, the
United Kingdom, and the
United States on the missile
launch.

The joint statement strong-
ly condemned the interconti-
nental ballistic missile launch
of November 18 as well as the
subsequent report in North
Korea's state-controlled media
that it could be used for a pre-
emptive nuclear strike.

New Delhi: India and the
European Union (EU) on
Tuesday reviewed the entire
spectrum of their strategic ties
and issues like cyber security,
counter-terrorism and mar-
itime security here during the
9th India-EU Foreign Policy
and Security Consultations.
The two sides also explored
possibilities to further enhance
cooperation in these fields.

Giving details of the meet-
ing, the ministry of external
affairs (MEA) said the consul-
tations were co-chaired by
Sanjay Verma, Secretary
(West), MEA and Enrique
Mora, Deputy Secretary
General for Political Affairs,
European External Action
Service.

During the consultations,
both sides were pleased to
note the enhanced intensity
and political momentum in the
India-EU relationship, a start
towards which was made dur-
ing the 15th India-EU Summit
held in July 2020 and which
was further strengthened by the
India-EU Leaders’ Meeting in
May 2021. 

They took stock of key
bilateral developments, includ-
ing the India-EU Trade and
Technology Council,
announced by Prime Minister
and President of the European
Commission Ursula von der
Leyen during the latter’s visit to
India in April 2022 as Chief
Guest for the Raisina Dialogue.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday distrib-

uted over 71,000 appointment
letters to new recruits via video
conferencing and said “the
Rozgar Mela is proof that the
central government is working
in mission mode  to provide
employment opportunities to
the youth of the country”.

Earlier in October, 75,000
appointment letters were hand-
ed over to newly inducted
appointees under ‘Rozgar Mela.’
With the unemployment rate
on the upswing  in the coun-

try the government in June, this
year, announced it would
recruit 10 lakh jobs in the
next 18 months in a "mission
mode".   

Physical copies of appoint-
ment letters were handed over
at 45 locations across the coun-
try, except Gujarat and
Himachal Pradesh where the
Model Code of Conduct is in
force due to assembly polls. The
Prime Minister's Office has
said the drive is a step towards
fulfilling his commitment to
according highest priority to
employment generation, and it
is expected to be a catalyst in

creating more jobs and pro-
viding meaningful opportuni-

ties to the youth for their
empowerment and participa-

tion in national development
directly.  Recalling the initiation
of the Rozgar Mela a month
ago, the Prime Minister
remarked that several Union
Territories and states will keep
on organising such ‘Rozgar
Melas’  from time to time.

He expressed delight that
thousands of youth were pro-
vided appointment letters in
Maharashtra, Gujarat, Uttar
Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir,
Ladakh, Andaman and
Nicobar, Lakshadweep, Daman
and Diu, Dadra and Nagar
Haveli and Chandigarh by the
respective governments. 
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The Income Tax department
has detected "unaccounted"

income of more than Rs 100
crore after it recently conduct-
ed searches against some Bihar-
based business groups dealing
in real estate and diamond
jewellery, the CBDT said on
Tuesday. 

The raids were launched
on November 17 at about 30
premises located in Patna,
Bhagalpur and Dehri-on-Sone
in Bihar, Lucknow and Delhi.

Unaccounted cash and
jewellery worth more than Rs
5 crore were seized and 14 bank
lockers sealed during the oper-
ation, said the CBDT, which
frames policy for the tax
department.  In the case of a
group dealing in gold and dia-
mond jewellery, an analysis of
documents and other materi-
al shows that it invested its
"unaccounted" income in cash
in purchase of jewellery, reno-
vation of shops and immovable
properties, the CBDT said in a
statement without identifying
the business groups.

"This group has been
found to have introduced
unaccounted money of over Rs
12 crore in its books of account
in the garb of advance from
customers. On physical verifi-
cation of stock, unaccounted
funds of more than Rs 12 crore
have been found," it said. 
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Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Tuesday held

bilateral meetings with US
Defence Secretary Lloyd James
Austin, Australian Defence
Minister and Deputy Prime
Minister Richard Marles and
New Zealand Defence Minister
Peeni Henare in Cambodia
and reviewed the internation-
al security situation in the
Indo-Pacific region besides the
impact of the ongoing Ukraine
conflict on fuel, food and fer-
tilizers supply chains. 

The meetings took place
on the sidelines of the
Association of Southeast
Nations (ASEAN) Defence
Ministers’ Plus(ADDM) con-
clave and the maiden India-
ASEAN Defence Ministers
meeting there.  

Rajnath also met his
Cambodian counterpart,
General Samdech Pichey Sena
TEA Banh in Siem Reap and
said there is "immense scope"
to boost defence cooperation
between the two countries.  He
arrived at Siem Reap on
Monday.

Giving details of his inter-
action with Austin, the defence
ministry said here both the
leaders expressed satisfaction at
the growing bilateral defence
engagements.

The two Defence Ministers
discussed wide range of issues
of mutual interest while
expressing their commitment
to a strong India-US defence

cooperation. Rajnath empha-
sised the need for both coun-
tries to work together for capa-
bility building in critical
domains such as military avi-
ation, artificial intelligence and
cyber technology.

Rajnath looked forward to
building a roadmap towards
greater defence industrial col-
laboration between India and
US. He highlighted India’s
growing expertise in aircraft

Maintenance, Repair and
Overhaul (MRO) and ship-
building, repairs and refits and
suggested specific areas where
US defence companies can
look for technology coopera-
tion and manufacturing oppor-
tunities with Indian partners in
India.

The two leaders expressed
their commitment towards an
inclusive and rules-based Indo
Pacific with freedom of navi-

gation, overflight and unim-
peded trade. 

On Tuesday, Rajnath
shared pictures of his meetings
with other leaders on Twitter.
"Insightful deliberations with
Australia's Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister for
Defence, Mr.
@RichardMarlesMP on boost-
ing defence ties and deepening
cooperation between India and
Australia in Siem Reap,
Cambodia today," he said in a
tweet. In another tweet, Singh
said: "Had a wonderful inter-
action with the Defence
Minister of New Zealand, Mr.
Peeni Henare."

Upon his arrival, Rajnath
held a bilateral meeting with
Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of National Defence of
Cambodia General TEA Banh.
Both ministers met warmly
and noted the shared rich cul-
tural and historic linkages
between India and Cambodia,
the defence ministry said in a
statement on Monday.

During the meeting, both
leaders recognised Angkor
Wat, an ancient temple com-
plex in Cambodia, as the "sym-
bol of the long-lasting ties
between the two countries". It
is of significance that India and
Cambodia are also celebrating
70 years of their diplomatic
relations this year, it added.

Rajnath congratulated
Cambodia on the successful
chairmanship of ASEAN and
ADMM Plus in 2022. He and
Gen. TEA Banh reviewed the
entire gamut of defence coop-

eration and discussed mutual-
ly beneficial avenues for fur-
thering the bilateral ties, the
statement said. As the chair of
the ADMM Plus meeting,
Cambodia will host the 9th
annual meeting on Wednesday
and Rajnath will address the

forum. He will also call on the
prime minister of Cambodia
during the visit, the statement
said. Meanwhile, defence min-
isters of the US and China held
talks on Tuesday on the side-
lines of the ASEAN meet to dis-
cuss the strained bilateral rela-

tions and regional and global
security issues, US and Chinese
officials said. It was the second
face-to-face meeting in six
months between Lloyd J.
Austin II and General Wei
Fenghe, China's minister of
national defense. It came just

over a week after a meeting in
Indonesia between U.S.
President Joe Biden and
Chinese President Xi Jinping
which was widely seen as an
effort to ease tensions between
the two superpowers over trade
and China's claim to Taiwan.
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In the backdrop of China
adopting an aggressive

stance in the Indo-Pacific
region, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Tuesday said
India has always advocated for
a free, open, inclusive and
rules-based Indo-Pacific.  He
also suggested the need for
India and the Association of
Southeast Nations (ASEAN) to
work together for maritime
security in the region. 

He made these observa-
tions in the maiden India-
ASEAN Defence Ministers’
Meeting at Siem Reap,
Cambodia to commemorate
the 30th Anniversary of India-
ASEAN relations in 2022,
which has also been designat-
ed as ‘ASEAN-India Friendship
Year’. The meeting was co-
chaired by Rajnath and Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of

National Defence of Cambodia
General Tea Banh. It preceded
the 9th ASEAN-Defence
Ministers Meeting’ (ADMM)
Plus scheduled to take place on
Wednesday. In his address,
Rajnath also proposed two
major initiatives for further
expanding the scope and the
depth of the India-ASEAN
defence relations.

One of the initiatives was
the ‘India-ASEAN Initiative for
Women in UN Peacekeeping
Operations’ which includes
conduct of tailor-made cours-
es for women peacekeepers of
ASEAN Member States at the
Centre for United Nations
Peacekeeping in India and
conduct of a ‘Table Top
Exercise’ in India for women
officers from ASEAN incor-
porating facets of UN peace-
keeping challenges.

The second initiative was
‘India-ASEAN Initiative on
Marine Plastic Pollution’ which

includes channelising of the
energy of the youth towards
addressing the critical issue of
marine pollution.  He also
proposed establishment of an
India-ASEAN Marine
Pollution Response Centre at
Chennai by the Indian Coast
Guard to address and supple-
ment regional efforts to deal

with marine pollution inci-
dents. He expressed satisfac-
tion towards ASEAN’s support
for first India-ASEAN mar-
itime exercise planned to be
conducted in May next year. In
conclusion, the forum recog-
nised importance of the India-
ASEAN ties for ensuring peace
and stability in the region.
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The Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) has estab-

lished three new forward bases
in the remote Naxal violence
affected areas of Chhattisgarh
and Jharkhand as part of its
renewed strategy to strike deep
into the ultras' strongholds.

While one forward oper-
ating base (FOB) has been
established each in Sukma and
Bijapur districts of
Chhattisgarh, the third has
been created in the West
Singhbhum district of
Jharkhand.

These FOBs will serve as a
base for the security forces to
launch coordinated operations
in the surrounding areas and
will also help in cutting off the
Naxal supply lines, a CRPF offi-
cial said.

The bases in Chhattisgarh
are located in Dubbakonta
under Chintagupha police sta-
tion jurisdiction in Sukma and
Nambi that lies within the
Usoor police station limits in
Bijapur. "Both the locations
used to be strongholds of
Maoists. The establishment of
these new camps in the most
interior areas will give an edge

to the security forces as these
will serve as a launch pad for
offensive operations against
Maoists close to their hideouts,"
the official said. The presence
of security forces in these
remote locations will not only
weaken the supply lines of the
Naxals but also flush them out
from these areas and provide a
boost to development activities
in the area, he further said.

The CRPF is the lead anti-
Naxal operations force of the
country and has deployed close
to one lakh troops in about ten
States affected by the menace.

Some other central armed
police forces (CAPFs) like the
ITBP, BSF and SSB have been
deployed for this task in spe-
cific areas along with the State
police forces.

In comparison to 2018,
there has been a 39 per cent
reduction in incidents of Naxal
violence, 26 per cent reduction
in the number of casualties suf-
fered by the security forces. 
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What should be the mini-
mum water level

required in the 435-km-long
Chambal River Sanctuary for
the conservation of endan-
gered species like gharials, tur-
tles and particularly dolphins,
whose numbers are dwindling
fast in the region? Though the

Union Environment Ministry’s
top wildlife research body,
Wildlife Institute of India
(WII), Dehradun has already
defined the limit, the Standing
Committee of the National
Board of Wildlife (SC-NBWL)
under the Ministry seems to be
now having second thoughts
over it. It has set up a panel
comprising member secretary,

NBWL, Dr HS Singh, member,
NBWL, representatives of
Wildlife Institute of India
(WII), Dehradun, Central
Water Commission (CWC)
and Irrigation Departments of
Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh
that will define the minimum
level required for sustaining the
aquatic animal life in the
Chambal river sanctuary that
passes through Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan and Uttar
Pradesh.

The move followed after
Dr. H S Singh, one of the
members of the SC-NBWL,
during a SC-NBWL meeting
held on October 11, opposed
Madhya Pradesh Government’s
proposal entailing diversion of
of 0.95 ha of forest land from

the sanctuary for construction
of intake well, approach bridge
and water pipeline.

Dr Singh pointed out that
the WII had earlier submitted
a report that the flow in
Chambal during late winters
and summers reduces a lot
which is not sufficient for sur-
vival of dolphins and therefore
the Standing Committee had
decided not to consider any
such proposals in the past for
taking water from the Chambal
river. 

As per wildlife experts, the
number of dolphins in
Chambal river has been
reduced by 13% in 4 years.
There are just 68 dolphins left
in the Chambal river sanctuary. 

As per the WII, the mini-

mum flow required to sustain
the ideal habitat for gharial in
Chambal river is 151-165
m3/sec and for the dolphin
266.42 - 289.67 m3/sec. But in
December 2017 when
Dehradun-based agency again
monitored the discharge of
Chambal river, it found flow
had receded to 67 m3 /sec.

In 2011, the SC-NBWL
had said that no new projects
would be considered for with-
drawing water from Chambal
river which is already witness-
ing receding water flow. A
report prepared by a team led
by Superintendent, National
Chambal Sanctuary, Sheopur
which inspected the site on July
4, 2019 too had red-flagged
such projects. 
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Despite recording steep
decline in the total number

of infiltration bids from across
the line of control in the last one
year, Pakistan based terrorist
commanders continue to out-
number the local terrorists and
remain in the forefront espe-
cially in the North Kashmir dis-
tricts of the valley.

As per the recent  security
assessment conducted by the
multiple security agencies, " 82
Pakistani terrorists and 53 local
terrorists are active in the hin-
terland in Jammu and Kashmir".

In addition criminal activ-
ities committed by the 170 oth-
ers, who are not yet identified
by the police, remain a matter
of great concern. 

Large number of 'hybrid'
terrorists chiefly responsible for
spate of targeted killings fall in
the same category. The local
police stations have no record of
their criminal activities com-

mitted in the past or details of
cases wherein they were
involved in any anti-national
activity, incident of stone pelt-
ing, slogan shouting or har-
bouring terrorists.

Interacting with the media
persons on the sidelines of a
function organised to mark
the  platinum jubilee of historic
‘Poonch Link-up Day’,  General
Officer Commanding-in-Chief,
Northern Command,
Lieutenant General Upendra
Dwivedi Tuesday said the secu-
rity situation in the Union ter-
ritory has undergone a major
change after the abrogation of
Article 370 in August 2019
and terrorist activities have
been controlled to a large
extent. 

He said, “Around 300 ter-
rorists are present in length and
breadth of Jammu and Kashmir
while 160 others are waiting on
the launch pads for an oppor-
tunity to sneak into this side
from across the Line of Control

(LoC) in Pakistan. He said we
are making sure they are not
able to carry out any action".

When asked to comment
on the recent  statement of
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
hinting at retrieving Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir (PoK), Lt
Gen Dwivedi told reporters in
Poonch, "a parliamentary reso-
lution exists on the subject,
therefore it is nothing new".

“As far as the Indian Army
is concerned, it will carry out
any order given by the govern-
ment of India. We are always
ready for it,” he said.

Asked whether the terror-
ism has been controlled, he said,
“Yes, to a large extent.”

However, he denounced
the targeted and selective
killings and said it shows the
frustration of Pakistan.
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Alert troops of the Border
Security Force (BSF) neu-

tralised a Pakistani intruder
along the International border
with Pakistan in the RS Pura
sector on Tuesday. 

Meanwhile,  BSF troops
nabbed another intruder in
the Indreshwar Nagar area of
RS Pura when he was attempt-
ing to cross the border.
According to a Jammu based
BSF spokesman, "alert BSF
troops neutralized one
Pakistani intruder and foiled an
infiltration bid from across the
border in the wee hours of
Tuesday".  A BSF spokesman
said,  "around 2.15 a.m alert

BSF troops observed suspi-
cious  movement of an  intrud-
er near the border fence while
he was attempting to sneak
inside the Indian territory".
"The troops warned the intrud-
er many times but he didn't pay
any heed and kept aggressive-
ly moving toward the fence. On
this alert, BSF troops fired and
neutralized the intruder and
thwarted the infiltration
attempt", spokesman added.
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Atotal of 1,621 candidates
are left in the fray for the

next month's Gujarat Assembly
elections after the deadline for
the withdrawal of nominations
got over, an official said on
Tuesday.

Elections to the 182-mem-
ber Assembly would be held in
two phases on December 1 and
5. For the 93 seats where elec-
tions would be held in the sec-
ond phase, there are 833 can-
didates in the fray, said a release
from the office of the Chief
Electoral Officer.

The last day of withdraw-
al for the second phase was
Monday. As many as 788 can-
didates are in the fray for 89
seats that will go to the polls in
the first phase of elections, the
release added. The ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)

has fielded candidates on all
182 seats, while Congress has
fielded candidates on 179 seats
while it allocated three seats to
the Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP) as part of a pre-poll
alliance. But with the NCP can-
didate withdrawing his nomi-
nation for Devgadh Baria seat,
the party is contesting two
seats. The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) also fielded candidates
on all 182 seats, but its candi-
dates withdrew his nomination
from the Surat East seat, so it
will end up contesting 181
seats. All Indian Majlis-e-
Ittehadul Muslimeen (AIMIM)
fielded candidates in 14

Assembly seats but its candi-
dates withdrew from
Bapunagar seat. Constituencies
in the districts of Saurashtra-
Kutch region and south Gujarat
will go to the polls in the first
phase. These districts are
Valsad, Tapi, Dang, Navsari,
Surat, Bharuch, Narmada,
Botad, Bhavnagar, Amreli, Gir
Somnath, Junagadh,
Porbandar, Devbhumi Dwarka,
Jamnagar, Rajkot, Morbi,
Surendranagar and Kutch. In
the second phase, seats in the
districts of central and north
Gujarat, that is, Banaskantha,
Patan, Mehsana, Sabarkantha,
Aravalli, Gandhinagar,
Ahmedabad, Anand, Kheda,
Mahisagar, Panchmahal,
Dahod, Vadodara and Chhota
Udepur will go to the polls.
Counting of votes for both the
phases will be held on
December 8.
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Atop Army commander on
Tuesday said counter-drone

equipment have been deployed
at different places in Jammu and
Kashmir to check airdropping
of weapons and drugs from
across the border.

General Officer
C o m m a n d i n g - i n - C h i e f ,
Northern Command,
Lieutenant General Upendra
Dwivedi said the security agen-
cies have also identified all the
places where weapons are being
dropped to ensure that terror-
ists, who are running short of
arms, do not get hold of the
weapons.

"Drone is an evolving tech-

nology and in the coming days,
you will see action from both
sides -- they (Pakistan) will try
to send drones (with weapons
and drugs), we will deploy
counter-measures using tech-
nology," the Army commander
told reporters here on the side-
lines of a programme to mark
the platinum jubilee of the his-
toric "Poonch Link-up Day".

The platinum jubilee of the
Poonch Link-Up Day, com-
memorating the "Operation
Easy" conducted by the Indian
Army in 1948 to defend the bor-
der district from the invading
Pakistani raiders, was celebrat-
ed with traditional gaiety and
fervour by the people of Poonch
and Army personnel.
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Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Tuesday alleged

that the Congress did every-
thing possible to "insult" Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel and it has
started praising him only now
in view of the Gujarat Assembly
elections.

Even the last rites of the
country's first deputy prime
minister were performed in
"unceremonious" way, the BJP
leader said at an election rally
at Khambhat in Gujarat's
Anand district. "I am sur-
prised that the Congress now
praises Sardar Patel. Since my
childhood, I have never heard

any Congress leader talking
about Patel. Instead, they left
no stone unturned to insult
Patel, right from performing
his last rites in an unceremo-
nious manner to ensuring that
no monument was built in his
memory," Shah said. He also
accused the Congress of
opposing the construction of
the Ram temple at Ayodhya
and the Triple Talaq prohibi-

tion law for its votebank poli-
tics. "If they support such
causes, they fear they will lose
those votes. I hope you under-
stand which votes I am talking
about. But their time is now
over and PM Modi's time has
started. Rahul Baba (Gandhi),
book a ticket to Ayodhya
because a grand temple is
going to be inaugurated on
January 1, 2024," said Shah.
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Aam Aadmi Party leader
Arvind Kejriwal on

Tuesday said Bhupendra Patel
is a "puppet Chief Minister" of
Gujarat who can not even
appoint his peon.

Speaking at a campaign
rally at Khambhalia in
Devbhumi Dwarka district for
AAP's chief ministerial candi-
date Isudan Gadhvi, he also
alleged that there is secret col-
lusion between the BJP and
Congress. "There are two faces
before the people of Gujarat.
One is Isudan Gadhvi and the
other is Bhupendra Patel. Who

will you vote for, who will you
make chief minister?" Kejriwal
asked. Gadhvi is a young, edu-
cated man "whose heart beats
for the poor" and he is also the
son of a farmer, the Delhi
chief minister said. "When he
hosted a show on TV, he raised
the issues of farmers and did
not indulge in 'tu-tu-main-
main' (noisy debates). He has
worked for the farmers and
dedicated his life for the farm-
ers and unemployed youth,"
Kejriwal said. 
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The Congress on Tuesday
filed a complaint with the

National Commission for
Protection of Child Rights
(NCPCR) against Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
the BJP for using children for
their political campaign in the
run up to the Gujarat Assembly
polls. The complaint was filed
by the Congress' social media
department chairperson
Supriya Shrinate to the chair-
man of the NCPCR Priyank
Kanoongo, after Modi shared a
video in which a girl was seen
speaking about BJP's gover-
nance in Gujarati.

"We have lodged a com-
plaint before Priyank
Kanoongo of NCPCR against
misuse of children for election
and political campaigns by PM
Modi in Gujarat. Have also
marked a copy to the Election
Commission for violation of
the model code of conduct. Mr
Kanoongo, you have been con-
spicuously quiet. Why?" she
asked on Twitter while sharing
her complaint.

AICC general secretary
Jairam Ramesh said, "This is an
open and shut case of violation
of child rights and misuse of
children for electioneering by
the PM himself. NCPCR and
EC are on a severe test now."

n her complaint to the
NCPCR, Shrinate accused the
BJP and Narendra Modi of
"misusing minor children for
election and political cam-
paign" during Gujarat assem-
bly elections.

"The impugned video with
the minor child singing and
campaigning for BJP has been
endorsed (through re-tweets)
and shared across various social
media platforms, thereby mak-
ing it amply evident that the
said video and the minor child
therein are being used for elec-
tion campaign of BJP by Shri
Narendra Modi ji. "The election
commission of India and other
quasi judicial bodies have time
and again advised against the
use of children as political
actors/agents/mascots in any
form or fashion for election
campaigns," she said in her
complaint.
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday said the

Constitution has vested enor-
mous powers on the "fragile
shoulder" of the Chief Election
Commissioner and the two
Election Commissioners and it
wants a CEC of strong charac-
ter like late TN Seshan.

Seshan was a former
Cabinet Secretary to the Union
Government and was appoint-
ed as the election commis-
sioner (EC) on December 12,
1990 with a tenure till
December 11, 1996. He com-
pleted his six-year tenure and
died on November 10, 2019.

A five-judge Constitution
bench, headed by Justice K M
Joseph, said its endeavour is to
put a system in place so that the
"best man" is selected as the
CEC.

"There have been numer-
ous CECs and T N Seshan hap-
pens once in a while. We do not
want anyone to bulldoze him.
Enormous power has been
vested on the fragile shoulder

of three men (two ECs and the
CEC). We have to find the best
man for the post of CEC. The
question is how do we find that
best man and how to appoint
that best man," the bench, also
comprising justices Ajay
Rastogi, Aniruddha Bose,
Hrishikesh Roy and C T
Ravikumar, said.

It told Attorney General R
Venkataramani, who appeared
in the matter on behalf of the
Centre, "What is important is
that we put a fairly good pro-
cedure so that apart from com-
petence, someone of strong
character is appointed as the
CEC."

Venkataramani said
nobody can have any objection
to it and in his view, even the
government is not going to
oppose the appointment of the
best man, but the question is
how can it be done.

"There is no vacuum in the
Constitution. Election com-
missioners are presently
appointed by the president on
the aid and advice of the coun-
cil of ministers. When there

were no enactments, the Vineet
Narain and Vishaka judgments
(that laid down guidelines for
dealing with sexual harass-
ment at workplace) happened
but in this case, there is no such
vacuum," he said, adding that
the court has to look at the
issue from this perspective.

The bench said since 1990,
voices have been raised from
various quarters and once, vet-
eran Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) leader L K Advani had
written for a collegium-like
system for constitutional bod-
ies, including election com-
missioners.

"Democracy is a basic
structure of the Constitution.
There is no debate to that. We
also cannot tell Parliament to
do something and we will not
do that. We just want to do
something to the issue that has
been raised since 1990. The sit-
uation on the ground is alarm-
ing. We know that there will be
opposition from the ruling
party to not allow us go past the
present system," the bench
said.
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The CBI on Tuesday arrest-
ed an Income Tax officer in

Mandsaur, Madhya Pradesh
for allegedly taking a bribe of
Rs 5 lakh by threatening a busi-
nessman, the complainant in
the case with heavy penalty and
raid on his company.

The CBI had registered a
case on a complaint from a
Maharashtra-based firm whose
tax assessment was being con-
ducted by the Income Tax
office at Mandsaur.

It was alleged that Income
Tax officer Ramgopal Prajapati
demanded a bribe of Rs 5 lakh
with a threat that if not paid, he
would ensure a heavy penalty
is imposed by the department
along with raids on his com-
pany.

After getting the complaint,
the CBI conducted its verifica-
tion which gave prima facie
confirmation that the accused
officer was demanding the
bribe.
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Alocal court on Tuesday
remanded Andaman and

Nicobar Labour Commissioner
Rishishwar Lal Rishi to seven
days' police custody in con-
nection with the gang-rape
case filed by a 21-year-old
woman against him and others
including a former chief sec-
retary.

The police arrested Rishi
on Monday after he reached
here from Chennai.

He was produced before
Chief Judicial Magistrate Ayan
Majumder's court on Tuesday.
The CJM, after hearing all the
parties, sent him to police
remand till November 29.

So far, three accused have
been arrested in the case,
including former chief secre-
tary Jitendra Narain and Port
Blair-based businessman
Sandeep Singh alias Rinku.

A special investigation
team (SIT) was constituted to

probe allegations that the 21-
year-old woman was lured to
the chief secretary's home with
the promise of a government
job, and then raped there by top
officials including Narain there.

The SIT has already ques-
tioned Narain thrice. He will be
once again produced before the
CJM on Wednesday.

The Andaman and
Nicobar Police had on
November 2 announced a
reward of Rs 1 lakh each for
providing information lead-
ing to the arrest of Singh and
Rishi.

Singh, who had been
absconding, was apprehended
from Haryana on November
13.
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The Income Tax
Department on Tuesday

conducted searches at the res-
idences of Telangana Labour
Minister and TRS leader Ch
Malla Reddy and his close
family members.

The I-T sleuths were veri-
fying tax records of Reddy and
the educational institutions
belonging to him and his fam-
ily members, sources privy to
the development said.

Raids were also carried
out at the educational institu-
tions.

Reacting to the searches,
Telangana Minister for Excise
V Srinivas Goud described
them as "targeted attacks" on
the TRS government and said
they were aimed at troubling
the state government.

"People of this country are
watching. Everyone is watch-
ing. There will be a reaction to
every action," Srinivas Goud
told reporters.
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Keeping in mind that our ‘population
is rapidly increasing and the fact that we
do not have an endless amount of water,
we must use water more efficiently as
water is also inextricably related to climate
change. Hence, we must SAVE WATER
for future generations by reviving tradi-
tional and true methods before the
chance slips off our hands.

Ramala Divya | Hyderabad

�������	����	�
������
Sir — The mental health problem got
exacerbated worldwide after the outbreak
of the Covid-19 pandemic, which led to
a significant increase in the number of
depression cases. Mental health issues
have long been equated with psychotic
disorders with symptoms like disruptive
behavior, hallucinations, etc. Moreover,
the mental health is not taken seriously
in our country and brushed aside as just
a minor aberration.

Unfortunately, India doesn’t have a
robust healthcare system in place to treat
persons affected with melancholia.

(“Research on mental health is
unhealthy”, Nov. 18). All of us go through
disappointments and disillusions from
time to time in our life. While these are
normal occurrences in life, they can still
cause sadness, anxiety, and stress. But just
as physically healthy people are better able
to bounce back from illness or injury,
people with strong mental health and
resilience are better able to ameliorate
from adversity, trauma, and stress.
Therefore, the way forward is a sustained
conversation regarding mental health in
an understandable language, one that is
‘inclusive.’ Mental health issues, if 
experienced by an individual, need to be
accepted as normal, because they are.
Perhaps, social reformation and 
national-level campaigns on mental
health programs and suicide awareness
initiatives can go a long way in 
addressing mental disorders.    

Ranganathan Sivakumar | Chennai

�������	�������������
Sir —  In Gujarat, BJP is in power for the
last 27 years and if the party repeats the
trend it will equalise the record of CPM
which was in power in West Bengal for
32 years. and it clearly shows that voters
do support the party if the schemes for
the poor are implemented. Voters take
revenge also if the party does not imple-
ment the welfare schemes and the results
are before us as at present the party that
ruled the state for 32 years has not a sin-
gle legislative in West Bengal. Even after
winning the elections for 27 years party
has to remain in touch with the common
masses as is evident from the strategy of
the BJP tomorrow at 89 places there will
be meetings that will be addressed by var-
ious political leaders. and it shows the
maturity of democracy.

I also quote an incident that shows the
strength of Democracy. When PM was in
Himachal for electioneering then he
made a telephonic call to the dissident
BJP leader and requested him to with-
draw his nomination it is the height of
maturity of democracy when a PM had
to convince a single voter. In a matured
democracy political decorum have to be
maintained otherwise voters teach the les-
son. In Gujarat, we had seen this when
derogatory comments were made against
Modi and the same happened in the pre-
sent election also when a Cong leader had
again used a derogatory word (Aukaat)
was used against Modi and it will posi-
tively help the BJP. It is expected from all
political parties that decorum should be
maintained and should refrain from
using derogatory words.

Yash Pal Ralhan | Jalandhar 

�����������
Sir — Fresh clean water is a limited source
is one thing, and the same getting 
polluted is another. Though it is a very
common topic to talk about, it is not yet
a major priority in the agendas 
of governments. Despite adequate 
rains, we have a shortage of water for
drinking, agriculture, industry, and 
sanitation.
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SOUNDBITE

Constitutional Amendment
has relied on economic crite-
ria to extend reservations……
In Indra Sawhney vs Union
(1992), it has been categorical-
ly held that in the determina-
tion of backwardness, eco-
nomic condition can never be
the sole criterion. .”

True, reservation is not a
poverty alleviation scheme
per se. But it would be naive to
believe that economic penury
was not pivotal to the decision
to recommend reservation in
both educational institutions
and jobs for SC, ST and OBC
groups. If representation alone
was a consideration, quotas in
legislatures alone would suffice
without the need for reserva-
tions in education and employ-
ment.

Second it is difficult to
comprehend how providing
relief to EWS of the general
category negatively impacts
those who are already the
recipients of the caste-based
reservations especially when
the existing quotas will remain
untouched. Providing succor
to another deprived section
does not make an already
privileged group under the
existing reservation system
less equal-it is the same faulty
argument that was played up
in the anti-CAA agitation.

As to using an economic
indicator alone to determine
backwardness, Justice PB

Pardiwala (the majority opin-
ion) clarified that in view of
“longstanding development
and the spread of educa-
tion……. It is very much nec-
essary to take into review the
method of identification and
the ways of determination of
Backward Classes, and also,
ascertain whether the criteria
adopted or applied for the clas-
sification of Backward is rele-
vant for today’s conditions,”.

So, while in the Indira
Sawhney vs Union of India, the
SC may have ruled against a
purely economic benchmark -
it is not etched in stone.
Changing circumstances call
for revised criteria We need to
look beyond caste to identify
and aid other disadvantaged
sections to usher in a genuine-
ly inclusive society

The opposition to the SC
verdict is not entirely altruis-
tic but one that is ideological-
ly and politically motivated.
Parties like the DMK which
have gained mileage by caste
confrontation even as they
championed the cause of mar-
ginalized communities, wish
to perpetuate the fault lines in
our society and accentuate the
caste distinctions so as to
remain politically relevant. It
is common knowledge that
the DMK’s agenda of social
advancement was inextricable
entwined with a counter nar-
rative of hate directed against

certain communities.
Derogatory terms like
‘Pappans’ to describe mem-
bers of one community and
the adage ‘when you see a
Pappan and a snake-kill the
Pappan first’ have become
mainstream folklore in Tamil
Nadu. The panacea for one
type of discrimination is not
another.

Caste-based reservations
cannot be an open- ended
proposition seen as an end in
itself and extending into eter-
nity for that would defeat its
very purpose.

Justice P.B. Pardiwala,
speaking for the majority opin-
ion rightly averred “reservation
is not an end but a means —
a means to secure social and
economic justice. Reservation
should not be allowed to
become a vested interest. Real
solution, however, lies in elim-
inating the causes that have led
to the social, educational and
economic backwardness…”.

And Justice S. Ravindra
Bhat (minority opinion)
reminded us of Baba Saheb
Ambedkar’s cautionary coun-
sel that reservations should be
seen as temporary and excep-
tional “or else they would eat
up the rule of equality.”  
(The author, a US-based aca-
demic and political commen-

tator, frequently writes on
current affairs in India. The

views expressed are personal.)
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The Supreme Court
pronouncement that
upholds the 103rd
Amendment to the
Constitution which

allocates a 10 per cent reservation
in educational institutions and
employment for Economically
Weaker Sections (EWS) of the
non-reserved categories has pro-
voked a storm of protest.
Naysayers claim that the
Amendment not only violates the
concept of equality enshrined in
the Constitution but it also uses
a questionable criterion-indi-
gency alone to justify reservation.

At the forefront of this oppo-
sition is the Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK), the ruling
party in Tamil Nadu. The caste
system, though established initial-
ly as a sophisticated system of
division of labor became corrupt-
ed over the ages to represent a
despicable instrument of dis-
crimination. Significant sections
of the population were rigidly
restricted to hereditary menial
jobs, excluded from education
and denied upward social mobil-
ity. To set right this social injus-
tice India implemented an extra-
ordinary caste-based affirmative
action program after
Independence. No other country
in the world can boast of an affir-
mative action plan that is so ambi-
tious and so extensive.

Initially caste-based reserva-
tion was restricted to Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes,
who were allocated 15% and
7.5% reservations respectively in
admission to educational institu-
tions, government jobs and in the
legislature.  In 1990, PM VP Singh
acting on the Mandal Report
extended reservations to include
a 27% quota for other Backward
Classes. The Central Government
maintains a list of castes/commu-
nities deemed as OBC. Then In
2019 the Modi government intro-
duced a 10% quota for the EWS
among General Category candi-
dates.

Opposing the SC verdict,
DMK spokesperson Manuraj
Shunmugasundaram writes
(Indian Express. Nov 11, 2022):
“Reservation is not a poverty alle-
viation mechanism…….. The
Supreme Court has failed to rec-
ognize that the 103rd
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POINTCOUNTERPOINT

Despite trying hard for
decades, the BJP has
little or no presence in

the southern states except
Karnataka. The South con-
tributes 129 Lok Sabha seats,
of which the BJP has only 29.
Notably, political churning is
happening in Tamil Nadu,
where the BJP is all set to cap-
ture the space riding piggy-
back on its ally AIADMK.

The party strategists have
realized a need to penetrate the
South to retain and improve its
overall tally in the 2024 polls
and readied its ''Operation
Dakshin Vijay''.  The aim is to
reduce the North-South divide
and prepare for the 2024 Lok
Sabha polls. It will gain
momentum after the
Assembly polls in Himachal
Pradesh and Gujarat.

Almost two years before

the scheduled Parliament
elections, the BJP has identi-
fied two big targets in south
India — Tamil Nadu and
Telangana (both ruled by
regional parties). Karnataka's
elections are a few months
away, and Telangana will face
elections in less than a year.
Top BJP leaders, including
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Home Minister
Amit Shah, have begun visit-
ing the South more often.

Tamil Nadu posed a chal-
lenge in both the 2014 and
2019 Lok Sabha polls.
Undaunted by the dominant
Dravidian parties the BJP is
trying to project itself as a
third alternative. The BJP has
been unsuccessful in the state
for various reasons. First, it has
yet to develop tall, charismat-
ic state leaders to match the

decisive Dravidian leadership.
Secondly, Tamil Nadu has

embraced the Dravidian ide-
ology for more than five
decades. Even Congress lost its
dominance after 1967 when
the DMK captured the state.
Since then, the two main
Dravidian parties – the DMK
and the AIADMK --have been
ruling the state alternately.
The BJP's Hindutva has found
no appeal in the state.

Thirdly, Tamil Nadu is
opposed to the imposition of
Hindi as the third language in
schools. Fourthly, Tamil Nadu
has no appeal for caste coali-
tions and social justice.
Therefore, national parties
like Congress, the BJP, CPI,
and CPI-M have been riding
piggyback on the DMK and
the AIADMK coalitions.

The BJP's preparations for

the 2024 elections began with
its state president K.
Annamalai sounding the poll
bugle in a party convention
held at Madurai recently.
Added to that was the boost
from Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Home
Minister Amit Shah's visit last
week. The political activities in
all the parties are reaching a
pitch after Modi's official visit.

Shah held a lengthy meet-
ing in Kamalalaya, the BJP
headquarters in Chennai, and
discussed the party's poll
strategy. He stressed the need
for utilizing the present vac-
uum in the state after the
death of two stalwart leaders
- M. Karunanidhi (DMK)
and J. Jayalalitha (AIADMK).
While M.K. Stalin is ruling the
state, the AIADMK is almost
headless, while caught in legal

and political wrangling.
If the BJP can manoeuvre,

it is partially thanks to the
AIADMK's inadequate vigour
to retrieve lost ground.

The AIDMK today is a
divided party and suffers from
factionalism. The party's two
groups—headed by two for-
mer ministers, Edapadi
Palaniswamy(EPS) and O
Pannerselvam (OPS), are
fighting legally and political-
ly for its leadership.

VK Sasikala, Jayalalitha's
companion for more than
three decades, threatens to
capture the party after her
release from prison. Her
nephew TTV Dhinakaran has
already set up his party,
AMMK, and contested 2021
but with a five per cent vote
share. With this four-way
split and no cohesiveness, the

party needs clarification.
The BJP will be part of the

AIADMK-led alliance. Yet, it
functions as the main oppo-
sition party criticising the
Stalin government. Even after
the death of Karunanidhi and
Jaya, the two Dravidian par-
ties have more than 30 per
cent vote share while the BJP
got just 3 per cent.

Apart from the main
opposition party, AIADMK,
the state has several small but
critical political parties, such
as the PMK, DMDK, Naam
Tamilar Katchi, MDMK, and
the national-level Congress
party, all with some pockets of
influence. And communities
retain a caste-neutral image.
The party is trying to expand
its outreach from existing
pockets of Nadars, Gounders,
and Devendra Kula Vellalar.

The focus is on the west-
ern and southern districts of
Thoothukudi Tirunelveli and
Kanyakumari. The party tar-
gets an ambitious 20 per cent
vote share in 2024 and at least
10 Lok Sabha seats. However,
the alliance part of the two
coalitions still needs to be
fixed. After all, there are two
years to decide as all parties
have an open mind except the
Communist parties. The BJP
would nudge Stalin to dump
Congress. The EPS faction
wants to abandon the BJP and
even go on its own with
other smaller parties.

With such changing equa-
tions, it is difficult to predict now,
but of the two coalitions, the
DMK-led alliance seems steady.

In politics, one week is
said to be long, and two years
is very long.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has repeatedly spoken about
fighting or preventing corrup-
tion in recent times, while
asserting that his government

will not tolerate corruption. He vows to
bring the corrupt persons before the law.
For the past two years, the Central
Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement
Directorate have registered many cases,
and most of the cases were aimed at polit-
ical opponents, basically those ruling in
non-BJP States.

Unfortunately, public attention is only
limited to raids, arrests, FIRs, etc.; not
many care for the prosecution or trials of
these cases. Frankly, in the past nine years,
the prosecution’s role in the corruption
cases has been weak, slow and tardy. Let
us look at the snail pace of prosecution in
the high-profile cases like the 2G scam,
the Aircel-Maxis scandal, the Inx 
Media bribery case, and the National
Herald scam.

Let us look at a main corruption case,
popularly known as the 2G scam. Actually,
the major part of the trial was finished by
December 2013. But then, due to
unknown reasons it went up to December
2017, and came out with a bad judgment
from the trial court, acquitting all 
accused persons.

The CBI and the ED filed their
appeals against the trial court judgment
in the Delhi High Court in March 2018,
citing all sorts of flaws in the trial court
judgment. For the past more than four
years, around 65 hearings took place, eight
judges presided over this appeal case, and
still not reached the basic stage known as
Leave to Grant Appeal. Here blame
squarely falls on the prosecutors. They
were just listeners or mute spectators to
the arguments of the lawyers of the
accused persons, who were just delaying
the process.

Once in mid-2020, during the nation-
al lockdown, the ED approached Delhi
High Court, citing that the then judge,
Justice Brijesh Sethi, was retiring in four
months and he must take a decision. Next
thing that happened was unbelievable. For
around 20 days, hearing went on for sev-
eral afternoons in the virtual mode. In the
first three to four days, lawyers of the
accused argued whether appeal can be
heard in virtual or physical mode. Then
for five to six days, they argued whether
the CBI had the power to appeal and even
sought proof how the agency got power
to appeal. Prosecutors were mute specta-
tors when the lawyers of the accused were
presenting such arguments.

The CBI produced a file noting in the
court on the approval they obtained
from the Department of Personnel and
Training (DoPT) to file an appeal. Then
lawyers of the accused asked as to how the
DoPT got power to sanction the CBI’s pro-
posal to appeal against the trial court order
in the 2G scam. Then, for five to six days,
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(The writer is Special
Correspondent with The

Pioneer)

there were arguments on whether
the 2G scam appeal can be heard
under the new Prevention of
Corruption Act or an old Act.

There are landmark judgments
in this regard, that the case has to
be heard as per the Act of the day
of corruption charge. But the pros-
ecution allowed the lawyers of the
accused to argue playfully. A few
days before his retirement, the
judge passed the order that appeal
has to be heard as per the old
Prevention of Corruption Act. More
than 20 days were wasted on this.

Then again three to four judges
changed; many hearings took place
without much progress. At present,
Justice Yogesh Khanna is hearing
2G scam appeal. There have been
many hearings; the next dates are
January 17 and 18, 2023.

The upshot is that, after more
than 60 days of hearing over more
than four years, the 2G scam
appeal has not reached the basic
stage of Leave to Grant Appeal.
Whom to blame for this lackadaisi-
cal attitude? The answer is simple:
the prosecution, which implies the
Government.

Interestingly, in the 2G scam
appeal, the Special Public
Prosecutor (SPP) is none other than
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta,
rarely seen in the court in more
than 60 hearings. Apart from the
prosecution, there is the systemic
problem in case listing and the lack
of speed. Had the prosecution
been eager and smart, these prob-
lems could have been surpassed.

Now let us look at the politi-

cally sensitive National Herald
case. After the BJP leader
Subramanian Swamy’s petition,
the income tax department found
Rs 414-crore tax violation by the
company, Young Indian, owned by
Sonia Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi
in December 2017. Sonia and
Rahul lost their appeals in
Tribunals and the Delhi High
Court.

Then they approached the
Supreme Court in November 2019
and obtained a stay restraining the
income tax department from coer-
cive actions till the final verdict.
Since November 2019, this case has
not moved an inch.

Similarly, the Congress leader-
ship lost their case against the
Urban Development Ministry on
vacating the Herald House, the
headquarters of National Herald in
Delhi. Now the case is pending in
the Supreme Court from
November 2019 with a stay pre-
venting coercive actions by the
Ministry. After that, the case has
not been heard till date. Why did
not the prosecution (read
Government) ask the Supreme
Court to list these two cases?

The Aircel-Maxis and INX
Media bribery cases, involving
former Finance Minister P
Chidambaram, are also languish-
ing for the past three years in the
“fast track” trial court. In the INX
Media bribery case, the bribe
giver accused has already turned
approver and the job of the pros-
ecution has become very easy. But
the CBI goofed up and got the trial

delayed for more than eight
months by challenging the trial
court’s order and lost in the High
Court also.

Why did the CBI commit the
goof-up in such a small issue by
objecting to allowing the charge-
sheeted accused to see the seized
materials? There are well-known
judgments on the rights of charge-
sheeted accused to inspect seized
materials. Why did the CBI make
mistakes on these basic rules?
The trial got delayed for more than
eight months.

The trial court for the past
three years is asking the CBI to
supply all documents and finish
the investigation in the Aircel-
Maxis case. Interestingly, two
accused in the Aircel-Maxis case
are serving IAS officers and the
Government has not suspended
them. From 2014, in many charge-
sheeted corruption cases, the
accused serving officers are not
suspended. Why?

The CBI’s coal scam probe has
not yet touched a big corporate; it
is mostly limited to bureaucrats.
The probe has been going on for
the past 10 years and no known
corporation has been touched.

In a nutshell, prosecution in
high-profile corruption cases is
totally lackadaisical and tardy;
sometimes it creates doubts about
a snail’s pace. The Government
must form a coordination commit-
tee comprising investigating
agency chiefs and prosecution to
monitor the status of prosecution
in high-profile cases.
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Bulgaria will allow a Black Sea
refinery owned by a Russian

oil company to keep operating
and exporting oil products to the
European Union until the end of
2024 despite warnings by
Brussels that it is against the
bloc's sanctions.

The deal between Bulgaria
and Russian-owned Lukoil will
give an additional 350 million-
euro (dollar) boost to Bulgaria's
budget, according to estimates
by the government in Sofia.

“We achieved something
very important: from January 1,
2023, Lukoil will transfer all pro-
duction, revenues and taxes to
be paid in Bulgaria, and not, as
it was before, in the Netherlands
or Switzerland,” Bulgarian

Deputy Prime Minister Hristo
Alexiev said after talks with
managers of the Russian oil
company.

The deal also benefits
Lukoil, allowing its Bulgarian
facility to partially avoid an
upcoming EU embargo on most

Russian oil products.
“The refinery cannot work

if exports are curtailed," CEO
Ilshat Sharafutdinov warned.

The Balkan country's sole
refinery is the main source of
gasoline and diesel fuel sold on
the Bulgarian market, but half of
the production is for export.

It contributes some 9 per
cent of the country's economic
output and employs several
thousand people. A shutdown
would cause serious troubles to
the labour market in addition to
the loss of refining capacity.

In June, the EU banned the
purchase, import or transfer of
Russian crude oil starting
December 5 and other refined
petroleum products from Russia
starting February 5.

Bulgaria received an exemp-

tion and can continue to import
crude oil and petroleum prod-
ucts via maritime transport
until the end of 2024. It cannot,
however, export petroleum
products produced from
Russian oil in Bulgaria.

Officials from the EU coun-
try assert that the oil products it
exports will be Bulgarian.

“The oil products derived
from Urals oil will originate
from Bulgaria and can be
exported,” Deputy Finance
Minister Lyudmila Petkova said
Monday, referencing Russia's
export grade of crude.

Bulgaria's government
argues that the export ban would
harm the country's economy as
it will accumulate a deficit in its
domestic market after Lukoil's
refinery stops production.
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ARussian official on Tuesday
called on Turkey “to show a

certain restraint” in order to pre-
vent further escalation in Syria,
where tensions heightened over
the weekend after Turkish
airstrikes killed and wounded a
number of Syrian soldiers.

Russian presidential envoy
in Syria Alexander Lavrentyev
expressed hope that “it will be
possible to convince our Turkish
partners to refrain from exces-
sive use of force on the Syrian
territory."

“We will, of course, call on

our Turkish colleagues to show
a certain restraint in order to
prevent an escalation of tension,
and an escalation of tension not
only in the north, but also in the

entire territory of Syria," Lav-
rentyev was quoted as saying by
the Russian state news agencies
in the Kazakh capital, Astana,
ahead of talks on Syria.

Turkey carried out airstrikes
on suspected Kurdish militant
targets in northern Syria and
Iraq over the weekend, in retal-
iation for a deadly Nov. 13
bombing in Istanbul that Ankara
blames on the militant groups. 

The airstrikes also hit sev-
eral Syrian army positions in
three provinces along the border
with Turkey, and killed and
wounded a number of Syrian
soldiers, Syrian officials said.
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Rolling blackouts across Ukraine
may continue through March,
according to one of the coun-

try's energy chiefs, as Ukrainians
brace for a grim winter after weeks
of relentless Russian strikes against its
power grid.

Sergey Kovalenko, CEO of pri-
vate energy provider DTEK Yasno,
said in a Facebook post late Monday
that the company was under instruc-
tions from Ukraine's state grid oper-
ator to resume emergency blackouts
in the areas it covers, including the
capital Kyiv and the eastern Dnip-
ropetrovsk region.

“Although there are fewer black-
outs now, I want everyone to under-
stand: Most likely, Ukrainians will
have to live with blackouts until at
least the end of March,” Kovalenko
warned.

“I think we need to be prepared
for different options, even the worst
ones. Stock up on warm clothes, blan-
kets, think about what will help you
wait out a long shutdown,” he said,
addressing Ukrainian residents.

Russia has been pummelling
Ukraine's power grid and other

infrastructure from the air for weeks,
as the war approaches its nine-
month milestone. That onslaught has
caused widespread blackouts and
deprived millions of Ukrainians of
electricity, heat and water.

Temperatures commonly stick
below freezing in Ukraine in the win-
ter months. Ukrainian authorities
have started evacuating civilians
from recently liberated sections of the
southern Kherson and Mykolaiv
regions out of fear that the winter will
be hard to survive.

Kovalenko added that even if no
more Russian strikes occur, scheduled
outages will be needed across Ukraine
to ensure that power is evenly dis-
tributed across the battered energy
grid.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy says Russian missile strikes
have damaged more than 50 per cent
of the country's energy facilities,
and the World Health Organisation
is warning that millions face a “life-
threatening” winter in Ukraine.

The battle for terrain has con-
tinued unabated despite the deterio-
rating weather conditions, with
Ukrainian forces pressing against
Russian positions as part of a weeks-

long counteroffensive and Moscow's
forces keeping up shelling and mis-
sile strikes.

In a key battlefield development,
a Ukrainian official acknowledged
that Kyiv's forces are attacking Russian
positions on the Kinburn Spit, which

is a gateway to the Black Sea basin and
parts of the southern Kherson region
that are still under Russian control.

Despite an information blackout
around the operation, Natalya
Humenyuk, a spokesperson for the
Ukrainian army's Operational

Command South, said in televised
remarks that Ukrainian forces are
“continuing a military operation” in
the area.

The Kinburn Spit is Russia's last
outpost in Ukraine's southern
Mykolayiv region, directly west of

Kherson. Ukrainian forces recently
liberated other parts of the Kherson
and Mykolaiv regions.

Moscow has used the Kinburn
Spit as a staging ground for missile
and artillery strikes on Ukrainian
positions in the Mykolaiv province,
and elsewhere along the Ukrainian-
controlled Black Sea coast.

Ukraine recently recaptured the
city of Kherson, on the western
bank of the Dnieper River, and sur-
rounding areas in a major battlefield
advance.

Capturing the Kinburn Spit could
help Ukrainian forces push into ter-
ritory Russia still holds in the Kherson
region “under significantly less
Russian artillery fire” than an attempt
at a direct crossing of the Dnieper
would likely unleash, a Washington-
based think tank said late Monday.

The Institute for the Study of War
added that control of the area would
help Kyiv alleviate Russian strikes on
Ukraine's southern seaports and
allow Ukraine to increase its naval
activity in the Black Sea.

Meanwhile, Ukraine's presiden-
tial office said Tuesday morning that
at least eight civilians were killed and
16 were injured over the previous 24

hours, as Moscow's forces once again
used drones, rockets and heavy artil-
lery to pound eight Ukrainian
regions. Since Russia invaded its
neighbour on February 24, the war
has killed at least 16,784 civilians and
injured 10,189, the UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights
estimates.

In the eastern Donetsk region,
fierce battles continued around the
city of Bakhmut, where the Kremlin's
forces are keen to clinch an unam-
biguous victory after weeks of embar-
rassing military setbacks.

Speaking on Ukrainian TV,
Donetsk Governor Pavlo Kyrylenko
said Russia launched missiles at the
city of Kramatorsk, home to the local
headquarters of the Ukrainian mili-
tary, and on the strategic city of
Avdiivka.

Kyrylenko added that power
supplies and communications are
non-existent in most of the Donetsk
region.

According to the Ukrainian pres-
idential office, one civilian was killed
and three others were wounded after
Russia shelled the city of Kherson,
which Ukrainian forces recaptured
November 10.
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The United States and its
allies on Monday strongly

condemned North Korea's lat-
est intercontinental ballistic mis-
sile test and called for action to
limit its nuclear and missile
programs, but Russia and China
opposed any new pressure and
sanctions on Pyongyang.

US Ambassador Linda
Thomas-Greenfield told an
emergency meeting of the UN
Security Council that the Biden
administration will be circulat-
ing a proposed presidential
statement, which would con-
demn North Korea "for all its
unlawful ballistic missile launch-
es and other dangerous and
destabilizing activity," as well as
call for Pyongyang to abide by
UN sanctions banning all bal-
listic missile and nuclear tests.

Presidential statements -- a
step below a legally binding
council resolution — require
agreement from all 15 council
members to be adopted, and the
comments by Russia and China
on Monday indicated resistance
to any condemnation of North
Korea's action.

Russia's Deputy UN
Ambassador Anna Evstigneeva
said the reason for the "increas-
ingly provocative and increas-
ingly dangerous" situation today
is clear: "Washington's desire to
force Pyongyang into unilater-
al disarmament by implement-
ing sanctions and exerting force.”

She pointed to a dramatic
increase in military exercises by
the US, South Korea and Japan,
including a US-South Korean

navy exercise for missile defense
systems involving destroyers on
the eve of North Korea's
November 17 ICBM launch,
recent exercises using strategic
bombers and a practice strike on
the North's ballistic missile
installations.

Evstigneeva said such mil-
itary measures and possible new
sanctions threaten to create fur-
ther tensions on the Korean
Peninsula, "which can lead to
unpredictable and dangerous
consequences for the entire
northeast Asia region."

What the Security Council
should do, she said, is "support
inter-Korean dialogue and mul-
tilateral negotiations rather than
becoming an impediment to
them."

China's UN Ambassador
Zhang Jun called for efforts "to
cool down the situation" restart
dialogue "and try to meet each
other halfway to prevent the sit-
uation from repeated escalation
or even getting out of control."

He urged the US to take the
initiative, "show sincerity" put

forward realistic proposals,
respond positively to North
Korea's legitimate concerns, stop
military exercises and ease sanc-
tions.

Zhang said the Security
Council “should play a con-
structive role on this issue and
should not always condemn or
exert pressure” on the Demo-
cratic People's Republic of Korea
or DPRK, the country's official
name.

The council should "pro-
mote the deescalation of the sit-
uation at an early date so as to
leave room for diplomatic efforts
rather than create obstacles for
this,” the Chinese envoy said.

During the meeting there
were many calls for condemna-
tion of the Nov. 17 launch,
reportedly the first successful test
of the North's new Hwasong-17
missile, capable of reaching
North America. And U.N.
Political chief Rosemary DiCarlo
reiterated Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres' strong con-
demnation of the launch as a
“blatant violation” of U.N.
Sanctions.

After the meeting, U.S.
Ambassador Thomas-Green-
field read a statement on behalf
of eight council members —
Albania, France, Ireland, India,
Norway, United Arab Emirates,
the U.K. And U.S. — as well as
South Korea, Japan and four
countries joining the council in
January. It supported condem-
nation of the ICBM launch and
action to limit North Korea's
advancement of weapons of
mass destruction and ballistic
missiles.
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In what has been described as
another "close call" for

Europe's largest nuclear power
plant, the Zaporizhzhya Nuclear
Power Plant (ZNPP) located in
the middle of a war zone
between Russia and Ukraine has
witnessed some intense shelling
over the past 72 hours, includ-
ing some explosions occurring
near the reactors.

While Russia alleged that
the Ukrainian armed forces
fired 11 large-caliber artillery
shells on the territory of the
nuclear power plant currently
controlled by it, Ukraine's state-
owned nuclear operator
Energoatom stated that at least
12 "hits" from Russian military
were recorded at the ZNPP site
on Sunday.

"The Kyiv regime does not
stop provocations in order to
create a threat of a man-made
disaster at the Zaporozhye
nuclear power plant? The shoot-
ing was carried out from the area
of the settlement of Marganets,
Dnepropetrovsk region, con-
trolled by the Armed Forces of
Ukraine," the Russian Defence
Ministry said in a statement.

Ukraine on the other hand
said that the shelling makes
any further actions regarding the
start-up of power units of the
ZNPP impossible.

"The nature and list of the
ZNPP damaged equipment
show that the attackers aimed at
and disabled precisely the infra-
structure that was necessary for
the start-up of power units 5

and 6 and the restoration of
electricity production by the
Zaporizhzhya NPP for the
needs of Ukraine," stated
Energoatom.

A team of experts from the
International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) - the nuclear
watchdog of the United Nations
- and the Russian State Atomic
Energy Corporation Rosatom
plans to conduct an assessment
later today of the shelling impact
on the site.

IAEA Director General,
Rafael Mariano Grossi, who
described the latest shelling at
the ZNPP as "one of the most
intense such episodes in recent
months," said that he has been
in "active consultations" with the
world leaders.

"Once again, we were for-
tunate that a potentially serious

nuclear incident did not happen.
Next time, we may not be so
lucky. We must do everything in
our power to make sure there is
no next time," commented
Grossi.

In an interview aired earli-
er today, Grossi said told
American television and radio
service CBS that Putin has
detailed knowledge of situation
around Zaporozhye NPP.

"In my conversation with
him, I could see that he had a
very- detailed knowledge, not
only of the layout of the — of the
plant, but also, and very impor-
tantly, of the electrical — access,
the external power source. It is
a facility that he knows- that he
knows very well," he said.

The mounting tensions
come at a time when Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelensky's

claim on Russian missiles strik-
ing a village in eastern Poland
last week has been refuted by
several countries, including the
United States.

Dmitry Medvedev, former
Russian President and PM who
is also the current Deputy
Chairman of the country's
Security Council, said that the
reaction of the West — and even
"the most inveterate Russo-
phobes - the Poles" — indicates
that "everyone is already tired"
of the Kyiv regime.

"The US, NATO and the
European Union do not want a
complete rupture with Russia,
risking a third world [war].
Hence, the frequent attempts to
rein in Kiev and bring it to its
senses, to push it to negotiate,"
Medvedev wrote on his
Telegram account.
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Ukraine’s counter-intelligence
service, police officers and

the country's National Guard on
Tuesday searched one of the
most famous Orthodox
Christian sites in the capital,
Kyiv, after a priest spoke favor-
ably about Russia – Ukraine’s
invader – during a service.

The search of the Pechersk
Lavra monastic complex was
highly unusual. Its cathedral,
churches and other buildings are
a UNESCO-listed World

Heritage site. Overlooking the
right bank of the Dnieper River,
it has been a pilgrimage site for
centuries.

The search, motivated by
apparent security service suspi-
cions of possible Russian covert
operations at the complex, high-
lighted deep splits in the
Orthodox church in Ukraine
that have been sharpened by the
nine-month Russian invasion.

Hundreds of Ukrainian
Orthodox communities have
cut their ties with the Moscow-
governed branch of the

Ukrainian Orthodox Church
that was long one of the main
sources of Russian influence
and power in Ukraine. They
transitioned to the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church.

But others remain loyal to

the Moscow Patriarchate. The
Pechersk Lavra monastic com-
plex is part of that church. An
Associated Press journalist saw
dozens of officers conducting
checks Tuesday both inside and
outside the site, which remained
open to visitors who showed
their IDs.

The Ukrainian counter-
intelligence and counter-terror-
ism service said the search is part
of its “systematic work to counter
the subversive activities of the
Russian special services in
Ukraine.”
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Mali's government has
announced a ban on aid

groups that are funded by
France, the latest attempt by the
coup leader in charge to distance
the West African country from
its one-time coloniser and for-
mer ally in the fight against
Islamic extremism.

In a statement read late
Monday on national television,
the government said the decision
was effective immediately and
would apply not only to French

non-governmental organisations
but also those receiving “mate-
rial or technical support from
France.” The move immediate-
ly raised fears for the hundreds
of thousands of Malians cur-
rently receiving aid. 

The number of banned
organisations is not yet clear but
is believed to affect dozens
including many Malian associ-
ations. They include groups pro-
viding emergency food aid and
medical services, as well as those
helping with water supply and
agricultural issues.
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Indonesian rescuers used jack-
hammers, circular saws and

sometimes their bare hands
Tuesday to shift the rubble of
flattened buildings as they
searched for the dead and miss-
ing from an earthquake that
killed at least 268 people.

With many missing, some
remote areas still unreachable
and more than 1,000 people
injured in the 5.6 magnitude
quake, the death toll was likely
to rise. Hospitals near the epi-
centre on the densely populat-
ed island of Java were already
overwhelmed, and patients
hooked up to IV drips lay on
stretchers and cots in tents set up
outside, awaiting further treat-
ment.

Indonesia is frequently hit
by earthquakes, many much
stronger than Monday's whose
magnitude would typically be
expected to cause light damage.
But experts said the shallowness
of the quake and inadequate
infrastructure contributed to
the severe damage, including
caved-in roofs and large piles of
bricks, concrete, and corrugat-
ed metal.

The quake was centred on
the rural, mountainous Cianjur
district, where one woman said
her home started “shaking like
it was dancing”.

“I was crying and immedi-
ately grabbed my husband and
children,” said Partinem, who
like many Indonesians only
goes by only one name. The
house collapsed shortly after she
escaped with her family.

“If I didn't pull them out, we
might have also been victims,”
she said, gazing over the pile of
broken concrete and timber.

More than 2.5 million peo-
ple live in Cianjur district,
including about 175,000 in the
main town of the same name.

The quake struck at a depth
of 10 km (6.2 miles) and also
caused panic in the capital of

Jakarta, about a three hour-
drive away, where high-rises
swayed and some people evac-
uated.

National Disaster Mitigation
Agency head Suharyanto, who
uses one name, told reporters
that 1,083 people were injured
and at least 151 missing. But not
all of the dead have been iden-
tified, so it's possible some the
bodies pulled from the rubble
are of people on the missing list.

Rescue operations were
focused on about a dozen loca-
tions in Cianjur, where people
are still believed trapped, said
Endra Atmawidjaja, the public
works and housing spokesper-
son.

“We are racing against time
to rescue people,” Atmawidjaja
said.

Initial rescue attempts were
hampered by damaged roads
and bridges and power outages,
and a lack of equipment to help
move the heavy rubble. By
Tuesday, power supplies and
phone communications had
begun to improve, and Atma-
widjaja said that seven excava-
tors and 10 large trucks had been
deployed from neighbouring
areas to clear roads.

In the village of Cijedil, the
quake triggered a landslide that
blocked streets and buried sev-
eral houses, said Henri Alfiandi,
chief of the National Search and
Rescue Agency.
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Amassive fire at a cloth man-
ufacturing plant in central

China's Henan province has
killed at least 38 people and
injured two others, local officials
said on Tuesday, the latest fatal
industrial accidents to hit the
country in recent years.

It took firefighters more
than four hours to douse the fire
that broke out on Monday at the
plant in the Wenfeng district of
Anyang city in Henan province,
according to the city's publici-
ty department.

Firefighters put out the fire
at around 11 pm on Monday, it
said.

Thirty-eight people were
killed and two others were
injured in the blaze, state-run

Xinhua news agency reported.
The injured persons have been
hospitalised.

Local authorities blamed
the company, which mainly
manufactures clothes, for car-
rying out operations against
rules and regulations.

Preliminary investigation
revealed that sparks during
welding operations caused the
fire, igniting cotton fabric in the
factory, the municipal emer-
gency management department
said.

Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping has called for all-out efforts
to treat the two injured in the
blaze in Central China and
vowed to bring those responsi-
ble for the incident to justice,
official media reported.

Local fire teams sent 63

vehicles and 240 firefighters for
the rescue operation. China's
Ministry of Emergency
Management has also dis-
patched a team to the scene, the
state-run CGTN reported.

Police have detained some
suspects for investigation.

In August 2015, over 170
people were killed and 700
injured when blasts ripped
through a warehouse in Tianjin
Port where large amounts of
toxic chemicals were stored,
including around 700 tonnes of
sodium cyanide.

China suffers frequent
deadly fires and industrial acci-
dents often blamed on negli-
gence. 

�	�� +�:0�

The influential sister of
North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un warned the

United States on Tuesday that it
would face “a more fatal securi-
ty crisis" as Washington pushes
for UN condemnation of the
North's recent intercontinental
ballistic missile test.

Kim Yo Jong's warning
came hours after US Ambassa-
dor Linda Thomas-Greenfield
told an emergency meeting of
the UN Security Council that
the US will circulate a proposed
presidential statement con-
demning North Korea's banned
missile launches and other desta-
bilising activities.

After the meeting, Thomas-
Greenfield also read a statement
by 14 countries which support-
ed action to limit North Korea's
advancement of its weapons
programmes.

Kim Yo Jong, who is wide-
ly considered North Korea's
second most powerful person
after her brother, lambasted the
United States for issuing what
she called “a disgusting joint
statement together with such
rabbles as Britain, France,
Australia, Japan and South
Korea”.

Kim compared the United
States to “a barking dog seized
with fear”. She said North Korea
would consider the US-led state-
ment “a wanton violation of our
sovereignty and a grave political

provocation”.
“The US should be mindful

that no matter how desperately
it may seek to disarm (North
Korea), it can never deprive
(North Korea) of its right to self-
defense and that the more hell-
bent it gets on the anti-(North
Korea) acts, it will face a more
fatal security crisis,” she said in
a statement carried by state
media.

Monday's UN Security
Council meeting was convened
in response to North Korea's
ICBM launch on Friday, which
was part of a provocative run of
missile tests this year that experts
say is designed to modernise its
nuclear arsenal and increase its
leverage in future diplomacy.

Friday's test involved its

most powerful Hwasong-17
missile, and some experts say the
successful steep-angle launch
proved its potential to strike any-
where in the US mainland if it's
fired at a standard trajectory.

During the Security Council
meeting, the United States and
its allies strongly criticized the
ICBM launch and called for
action to limit North Korea's
nuclear and missile programs.
But Russia and China, both
veto-wielding members of the
Security Council, opposed any
new pressure and sanctions on
North Korea.

In May, the two countries
vetoed a US-led attempt to
toughen sanctions on North
Korea over its earlier ballistic
missile tests, which are prohib-

ited by UN Security Council
resolutions.

North Korea has said its
testing activities are legitimate
exercises of its right to self
defence in response to regular
military drills between the
United States and South Korea
which it views as an invasion
rehearsal. Washington and Seoul
officials say the exercises are
defensive in nature.

Kim Yo Jong said the fact
that North Korea's ICBM launch
was discussed at the Security
Council is “evidently the appli-
cation of double-standards” by
the UN body because it “turned
blind eyes” to the US-South
Korean military drills and arms
buildups targeting North Korea.

She said North Korea will
take “the toughest counteraction
to the last” to protect its nation-
al security.

On Monday, North Korea's
foreign minister, Choe Son Hui,
called UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres “a puppet of
the United States”.

There are concerns that
North Korea may soon conduct
its first nuclear test in five years.

The status of North Korea's
nuclear capability remains
shrouded in secrecy. Some ana-
lysts say North Korea already has
nuclear-armed missiles that can
strike both the US mainland and
its allies South Korea and Japan,
but others say the North is still
years away from possessing such
missiles.
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Hundreds of people, many
holding candles and wiping

away tears, gathered in a
Colorado Springs park to hon-
our those killed and wounded
when a gunman opened fire on
a nightlife venue that for decades
was a sanctuary for the local
LGBTQ community.

Monday night's vigil came
as the 22-year-old suspect,
Anderson Lee Aldrich,
remained hospitalised after
Saturday night's attack in which
five people were killed and
another 17 suffered gunshot
wounds before patrons tackled
and beat the suspect into sub-
mission. Aldrich faces five mur-
der charges and five charges of
committing a bias-motivated
crime causing bodily injury,
online court records showed.

The attack at Club Q has
shaken the LGBTQ communi-
ty in this mostly conservative
city of about 480,000, located 70
miles (110 kilometres) south of
Denver. At the vigil people
embraced and listened as speak-
ers on a stage expressed both
rage and sadness over the shoot-

ings. Jeremiah Harris, who is 24
and gay, said he went to the club
a couple times a month and
recognised one of the victims as
the bartender who always served
him. He said hearing others
speak at the vigil was galvanis-
ing following the attack.

“Gay people have been here
as long as people have been
here,” Harris said. “To everybody
else that's opposed to that ...
We're not going anywhere. We're
just getting louder and you
have to deal with it.”

Authorities have yet to
reveal a motive for the attack,
but the charges against
Aldrich include hate crime
charges, which would require
proving that the gunman was
motivated by bias, such as
against the victims' actual or
perceived sexual orientation or
gender identity. 
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Opposition Labour Party
on Tuesday set out a

plan for what the UK's
immigration policy would
look like if it were to win a
future general election, as
i t s  l eader  categor ica l ly
called on businesses to work
towards reducing their eco-
n om i c  d e p e n d e n c y  on
migrant foreign workers.
Sir Keir Starmer told busi-
n e s s  l e a d e r s  at  t h e
Confederation of British
Industry (CBI) annual con-
ference in Birmingham that
the days of low pay and
cheap labour must end and
that companies must invest
more on training up work-
ers already available in the
country. 

With reference to the
current points-based sys-
tem of visas, the Opposition
leader said firms will be
expected to present a clear
plan on how they would
develop the skills of British
workers when they sponsor
foreigners to come and
work in the country.

"I want to be clear here
– with my Labour govern-
ment, any movement in our
point-based migration sys-
tem, whether via the skilled
occupation route or the
shortage worker list, will
come with new conditions
for business," Starmer said.
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Malaysia's election uncer-
tainty deepened Tuesday

after a political bloc refused to
support either reformist
leader Anwar Ibrahim or rival
Malay nationalist Muhyiddin
Yassin as prime minister,
three days after divisive polls
produced no outright winner.

The stalemate put the
spotlight on the nation's cer-
emonial king, who sum-
moned the two leaders to
resolve the impasse.

Anwar's  Pakatan
Harapan, or Alliance of Hope,
topped Saturday's elections
with 83 parliamentary seats,
but failed to reach the 112
needed for a majority. He
has been locked in a battle to
form a majority government
with former Prime Minister
Muhyiddin, whose Malay-
centric Perikatan Nasional,
or National Alliance, won 72
seats.
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Vice President Kamala Harris
called on countries Tuesday

to stand up for territorial integri-
ty and freedom of navigation in
the South China Sea, which has
been challenged by China, and
said Washington would press an
international campaign against
“irresponsible behaviour” in the
disputed waters.

Harris did not cite China by
name but was obviously refer-
ring to Beijing when she under-
scored America's support to
treaty ally the Philippines “in
the face of intimidation and
coercion in the South China
Sea”.

She spoke aboard a
Philippine coast guard patrol
ship docked in Puerto Princesa
in the western island province of
Palawan, which lies at the edge
of the disputed waters. The
highly symbolic visit was the last
leg of a two-day visit that kicked
off in Manila on Monday for
talks with President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr.

Citing the profound stakes
for America and the interna-
tional community in the region,
particularly in the busy South
China Sea, she called for a
broad effort to fight for unim-
peded commerce and freedom
of navigation and overflight in
the disputed waters.

“We must stand up for prin-
ciples such as respect for sover-
eignty and territorial integrity,
unimpeded lawful commerce,
the peaceful resolution of dis-
putes,” Harris said.

“We will continue to rally
our allies and partners against
unlawful and irresponsible
behaviour,” she said. “When the
international rules-based order
is threatened somewhere, it is
threatened everywhere.”

A new confrontation erupt-
ed ahead of her visit to Palawan
when the Philippine navy
alleged a Chinese coast guard
vessel had forcibly seized
Chinese rocket debris as Filipino
sailors were towing it to their
island.

Marcos Jr told reporters
without elaborating that he was
inclined to send a diplomatic
protest to China over the inci-
dent. He added that he wanted
a clarification because China
denied there was a forcible
seizure of the debris.

The long-seething territor-
ial conflicts involving China, the
Philippines, Vietnam, Malaysia,
Taiwan and Brunei have long
been regarded as an Asian flash-
point and a delicate fault line in

the US-China rivalry in the
region.

In her talks with Marcos Jr
on Monday, Harris reaffirmed
Washington's commitment to
defend the Philippines under the
1951 Mutual Defence Treaty,
which obligates the allies to
help defend any side which
comes under attack.

“An armed attack on the
Philippines armed forces, pub-
lic vessels, or aircraft in the South
China Sea would invoke US
Mutual Defence commitments,”
Harris told Marcos Jr. “And that
is an unwavering commitment
that we have to the Philippines.”

Marcos Jr thanked Harris,
saying that with the upheavals in
the region and beyond, “this
partnership becomes even more
important”.

In Palawan's main city of
Puerto Princesa, Harris visited
a small fishing community and
discussed with impoverished
villagers the impact of illegal
fishing on their livelihood.
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The defence chiefs of the
United States and China

held talks Tuesday on the side-
lines of a regional meeting in
Cambodia to discuss strained
bilateral relations and regional
and global security issues, U.S.
And Chinese officials said.

It was the second face-to-
face meeting in six months
between U.S. Secretary of
Defense Lloyd J. Austin II and
Gen. Wei Fenghe, China's min-
ister of national defense. It
came just over a week after a
meeting in Indonesia between
U.S. President Joe Biden and
Chinese President Xi Jinping

which was widely seen as an
effort to ease tensions between
the two superpowers over trade
and China's claim to Taiwan.

Austin and Wei are in Siem
Reap, Cambodia, attending a
meeting of defense ministers
from the Association of
Southeast Asia Nations and

other major countries in the
Asia-Pacific region.

Already-tense relations
between Washington and
Beijing soured even more in
August when U.S. House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi visited
Taiwan, which is independent-
ly governed but claimed by
China. The United States,
Taiwan's most important ally,
mantains a longstanding “one
China” policy, which recog-
nizes the government in Beijing
but allows informal relations
and defense ties with Taipei, and
“strategic ambiguity” over
whether the U.S. Would
respond militarily if the island
were attacked.
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Bharti Airtel subsidiary
Nxtra Data Ltd Tuesday

said the company will invest Rs
600 crore in the development
of its largest data center in east
India.

The center when devel-
oped will serve the under-
served markets of the east and
north-east regions along with
the SAARC countries, Nxtra
Executive Director and chief
operating officer Rajesh
Tapadia said on the occasion of

the ground breaking ceremony.
The company will invest Rs

600 crore to build the 25 MW
data center in Bengal Silicon
Valley, Kolkata and will be
fully operational by 2024, he
said.

It will also fulfill the grow-
ing needs of enterprises and
global cloud players.

“Nxtra is on an expansion
spree and will invest over �5000
crore over the next four years
to expand its capacity by 3X to
over 400 MW. The company
has already invested and part-
nered with eight organisations
to source more than 180,000
MWh of renewable energy,”
Tapadia said.

“Nxtra has the ambition to
reach net zero by 2031,” he
added.

The company said “Once
ready, it (the center) will be
Nxtra’s first large-scale facility
in east India in addition to its
already existing 12 large and
120 edge facilities across India
totalling 180 MW”.
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Capital markets regulator
Sebi on Tuesday said it has

extended till November 28 the
deadline for public comments
on the consultation paper for
cloud framework.

The deadline for submission
of public comments on the con-
sultation paper, which was float-
ed on November 4, was sched-
uled to end on November 14.

“It has been decided to
extend the timeline for sub-
mission of comments to
November 28, 2022,” Sebi said
in a report.

In early November, the
regulator proposed a cloud
framework for its regulated
entities, highlighting key risks
and control measures that need
to consider before adopting
cloud-based solutions.

The proposed framework
outlines the regulatory and
legal expectations from Sebi-
regulated entities (REs) if they
adopt cloud computing solu-
tions.

“In recent times, the
dependence on cloud solu-
tions for delivering information
technology (IT) services is
increasing.

“While cloud solutions
offer multiple advantages —
ready to scale, ease of deploy-
ment, no overhead of main-
taining physical infrastructure
among others — an RE should
also be aware of the new cyber
security risks and challenges
which cloud solutions intro-

duce,” the regulator said in its
consultation paper.

Accordingly, a cloud
framework has been drafted to
address the risks effectively
and ensure legal and regulato-
ry compliance.

Under the proposal, Sebi
said there are no limitations on
using any cloud deployment
model. An RE may adopt cloud
computing depending on their
business and technology risk
assessment. 
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Equity indices staged a pull-
back on Tuesday after three

days of declines as investors
scooped up IT, metal and con-
sumption stocks amid a large-
ly positive trend overseas.

A recovery in the rupee
added to the momentum,
traders said.

Overcoming a wobbly
start, the 30-share BSE Sensex
climbed 274.12 points or 0.45
per cent to settle at 61,418.96.

On similar lines, the
broader NSE Nifty gained 84.25
points or 0.46 per cent to
18,244.20. IndusInd Bank
topped the Sensex gainers’
chart with a jump of 2.64 per
cent, followed by NTPC,
UltraTech Cement, Titan,
Infosys, TCS, Larsen & Toubro
and Tata Steel.

Only five counters closed
with losses — Nestle India,
Bharti Airtel, PowerGrid,
HDFC Bank and Kotak
Mahindra Bank, slipping up to
0.76 per cent.

“After three days of risk
aversion, the domestic market
experienced a relief rally in
response to a bullish trend in
global markets. The tight Covid
lockdown in China, however,
has negatively impacted the
forecast for global growth. “FII
interest has also reduced sig-
nificantly as a result of the
increased likelihood of stricter
Fed policies,” said Vinod Nair,

Head of Research at Geojit
Financial Services.

Ajit Mishra, VP -
Technical Research, Religare
Broking, said in the absence of
any major triggers, the perfor-
mance of the global indices,
especially the US markets, will
dictate the domestic market
trend.

“Besides, the upcoming
expiry of November month
derivatives contracts would
keep the participants busy.
Meanwhile, we suggest con-
tinuing with a stock-specific
trading approach and focusing
on sectors that are showing
resilience in the recent dip,” he
added. In the broader market,
the BSE midcap gauge rose 0.48
per cent, while the smallcap
index dipped 0.10 per cent.

Among sectoral indices,
metal climbed 0.82 per cent,
followed by IT (0.75 per cent),
teck (0.70 per cent), consumer
durables (0.67 per cent) and
commodities (0.63 per cent).
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The availability of coking
coal is a major challenge for

the domestic steel sector and
the industry should collaborate
with eminent institutions like
IITs to undertake research to
find alternate solutions,
Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal said on
Tuesday.

The industry needs to
become self-reliant on coking
coal to remove India’s depen-
dency on a few countries for
the key raw material for steel
makers, he added.

“Coking coal is a matter of
concern for the industry. We
can look at investments and
alternatives. You can find solu-
tions for its alternatives. I
would urge the industry to
research with our IITs or the
Indian Institute of Science. It is
the need of the hour to become
self-sufficient,” Goyal said here
at a steel conclave.

The government is prepar-

ing a ‘coking coal mission’ to
diversify the sources of key
steel-making raw material, for
which the country is heavily
dependent on imports.

India imports around 90
per cent of its coking coal
requirement. Coal with high
ash content is not suitable for

steel making through the blast
furnace route.

At present, India imports
coking coal from countries
like Australia, South Africa,
Canada, and the US. The logis-
tic costs from these distant
nations add to the input cost of
the steel players.

Goyal also said that the
steel industry should make the
“best” use of the India-
Australia Economic
Cooperation and Trade
Agreement (ECTA) and look at
capturing new opportunities
there. Under the agreement,
steel exports to Australia will
become duty-free.

He added that the sector
contributes significantly to
export earnings. 

The industry has signifi-
cant growth potential and
urged them to achieve the tar-
get of 300 million tonnes by
2030, he said, adding that with
large investments coming in
future, the sector will continue
to grow. 

He also said that while
many other countries, which
are large producers of steel, are
facing severe stress, India has
a huge opportunity in terms of
a large domestic market, cost
competitiveness, modern tech,
a wide range of products and
domestic iron ore availability.
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IT-enabled service provider
Protean eGov Technologies

and Chemical manufacturer
Balaji Speciality Chemicals
have received capital markets
regulator Sebi’s approval to
raise funds through initial pub-
lic offering (IPO).

The two companies, which
had filed their preliminary
IPO papers with the Securities
and Exchange Board of India
(Sebi) between December 2021
and August 2022, obtained
observation during November
15-17, an update with the reg-
ulator showed on Tuesday.

In Sebi’s parlance, the reg-
ulator’s observation means its
go-ahead to launch an initial
share sale.

According to the draft
papers, Balaji Speciality
Chemicals IPO will be a fresh
issue of equity shares worth up
to �250 crore and an offer-for-
sale (OFS) of up to 2,60,00,000
equity shares by promoters
and promoter group 
entities.

Proceeds worth �68 crore
from the fresh issue will be
used to repay debt, and �119.5
crore will be spent on working
capital requirements, besides
general corporate purposes.
The company may consider a
pre-IPO placement aggregating
to �50 crore. 
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Larsen & Toubro (L&T) on
Tuesday said it has bought

the entire stake held by
Chiyoda Corporation in L&T-
Chiyoda Ltd for �75 crore.

L&T-Chiyoda Ltd (LTC) is
a joint venture between L&T
and Japan-based Chiyoda
Corporation (Chiyoda).

The buyout is likely to be
completed by the end of next
month, the engineering and
construction conglomerate said
in a regulatory filing.

“The acquisition is a relat-
ed party transaction and
approval of the audit commit-
tee and board of L&T have
been taken,” the filing said.

LTC was formed with an
aim to provide engineering
and related services for the
hydrocarbon industry to sup-
port L&T’s EPC business in the
domestic and international
market.
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India’s total mobile subscriber
base fell by 3.6 million in

September, with Vodafone Idea
suffering subscriber count
decline even as larger rivals
Reliance Jio and Bharti Airtel
added users month-on-month,
according to telecom regulator’s
data. India’s largest mobile
operator Jio further cemented
its position in the market,
adding 7.2 lakh wireless sub-
scriber during September,
while Bharti Airtel increased its
mobile users’ tally by 4.12 lakh.

Notably, while Jio led peers
in September subscriber addi-
tions, its net adds this time
were lower than 32.81 lakh sub-
scribers the telco had gained in

August.
Ailing Vodafone Idea faced

subscriber count decline (by 40
lakh), its base shrank to 24.91
crore during September.

“Total wireless subscribers
decreased from 1,149.11 mil-
lion at the end of August-22, to
1,145.45 million at the end of
September-22, thereby regis-
tering a monthly decline rate of
0.32 per cent,” Telecom
Regulatory Authority of India
(TRAI) said releasing sub-
scription data for September.

Overall, the telephone sub-
scribers number in India
(mobile and fixed-line togeth-
er) decreased to about 117.19
crore at the end of September
2022, translating to monthly
decline rate of 0.27 per cent.
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Snapping its four-session los-
ing streak, the rupee appre-

ciated by 12 paise to close at
81.67 against the US dollar on
Tuesday as the American cur-
rency retreated from its ele-
vated levels.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local unit
opened at 81.72 and touched an
intra-day high of 81.64 and a
low of 81.83 against the green-
back.

The local unit finally set-
tled at 81.67, registering a rise
of 12 paise over its previous
close of 81.79.

“The Indian rupee marked
the first gain in the last five days
as a gauge of the dollar index

halted a three-day gain after
some US policymakers struck
a cautious note about further
aggressive tightening moves,”
said Dilip Parmar, Research
Analyst, HDFC Securities.

Recovery in domestic equi-
ties and stronger Asian cur-
rencies also supported the
rupee.

The near-term attention
will be focused on the Federal
Open Market Committee
(FOMC) minutes due

Wednesday. It may show con-
sensus on the need to slow
hikes but division on the end-
point and whether to prioritise
inflation or economic growth,
he added.

The dollar index, which
gauges the greenback’s strength
against a basket of six curren-
cies, slipped 0.35 per cent to
107.46.

Global oil benchmark
Brent crude futures advanced
0.80 per cent to USD 88.15 per
barrel.

On the domestic equity
market front, the 30-share BSE
Sensex advanced 274.12 points
or 0.45 per cent to end at
61,418.96, while the broader
NSE Nifty gained 84.25 points
or 0.46 per cent to 18,244.20.
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Gold price in the national capital rose �30 to �52,731 per 10
grams on Tuesday amid appreciation in rupee, according to

HDFC Securities. In the previous trade, the yellow metal had
touched �52,701 per 10 grams. Silver also climbed �856 to �61,518
per kilogram.

The rupee appreciated 14 paise to 81.65 against the US dol-
lar in early trade on Tuesday as the American currency retreat-
ed from its elevated levels. In the international market, gold was
up at $1,741.95 per ounce while silver was trading higher at $21.05
per ounce. “COMEX gold is trading around $1,740 as the dol-
lar edged lower and traders await the Federal Reserve’s minutes
due tomorrow for hints on the central bank’s monetary policy
tightening path,” Dilip Parmar, Research Analyst at HDFC
Securities, said. 
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Home textiles major
Welspun India expects

revenue to cross the �15,000
crore-mark by FY26, growing
around 60 per cent in the next
three years, according to a reg-
ulatory filing.

The firm, which also oper-
ates in segments such as floor-
ing solutions, advanced textiles,
retail, hospitality, and wellness
is looking at “multiple drivers
for growth” in the domestic

market besides strengthening
the export market.

In an investor presentation,
Welspun India said it is poised
to grow at “3X of the market
growth rate” in the domestic
textile market.

Overall, Welspun India
said, “FY26 expected to be
upwards of �15,000 crore at a
CAGR (Compound Annual
Growth Rate) of 24 per cent
(over FY23 expected).”

Export is expected to play
a key role in the company
meeting its targets.
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Mining giant Vedanta on Monday announced the third inter-
im dividend of �17.50 per equity share for the current finan-

cial year, amounting to �6,505 crore. The mining giant’s gross
debt stood at �58,597 crore as on September 30.

“The board of directors of the company through resolution
passed by circulation on Tuesday, November 22, 2022 have
approved third interim dividend of �17.50 per equity share i.E.
1750 per cent on face value of �1 per share for the financial Year
2022-23 amounting to �6,505 crore,” Vedanta said in a filing to
BSE. The record date for the purpose of payment of dividend is
November 30, the company said, adding the interim dividend
will be paid within stipulated timelines as prescribed under law.
Vedanta had earlier approved first interim dividend of �31.5 and
second interim dividend of �19.50 per equity share.
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In a pre-budget consultation
with the finance ministry,

farmers’ organisations on
Tuesday asked the government
to lift ban on exports of agri
items like wheat and restrict
import of products that cost
below the minimum support
price (MSP).

They also demanded that
the government should focus
on increasing domestic output
of local oilseeds such as soy-
abean, mustard, groundnut
and sunflower, instead of palm.

Imposition of higher taxes
on processed foods was anoth-
er suggestion made by farmers’
bodies during the virtual meet-
ing with finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman.

The finance minister
chaired her third pre-budget
consultation with the experts of
agriculture and representatives
of the agro processing industry
here. In his wish list for the
Union Budget 2023-24, Bharat
Krishak Samaj Chairman Ajay
Vir Jakhar demanded that the
government should “not allow
import of produce where land-
ing costs are below MSP”.

He also urged the Centre
to focus on human resources
development in the farm sec-
tor. “Focus on human resources

development over infrastruc-
ture — agriculture being a
state subject & most states are
not filling vacancies due to
which there is rampant mis-
governance, use of chemicals &
attendant issues. @FinMinIndia
find a way to fund this gap,” he
said in a series of tweets.

Jakhar also pitched for
allowing voluntary carbon
credits from farms to be trad-
ed globally to enable farmers to
get the highest value.

When contacted,
Raghunath Dada Patil,
President of Consortium of
Indian Farmers Association

(CIFA), who also participated
in the meet, said income of
farmers has been adversely
affected because of restrictions
on export of farm produce
like wheat and broken rice.

Patil said that during the
meeting he suggested that the
government should not go for
imposing restictions on exports
of agriculture products.

According to him, exports
would only help the country in
getting foreign currency.

India has restricted
exports of wheat and broken
rice to boost domestic supply
and contain inflation.
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Mohammed Al-Owais to dive to
his left before cooly rolling the ball
into the opposite corner.

But if the Saudis felt aggrieved
at the technology, it would later help
keep them in the game.

Three times Argentina had
the ball in the net only to be denied
by razor-tight offside calls, the
first given by VAR.

There was no controversy
about the equaliser three minutes
into the second half, though, as Al-
Shehri ran onto a touch from
Feras Al-Brikan, beat Cristian
Romero on the outside and slotted
the ball back across goalkeeper
Emiliano Martinez and into the far
corner.

The sizeable Saudi contingent
in the Lusail stadium — where the
World Cup final will be held —
exploded in joy.

Suddenly the Argentines were
rattled and five minutes later the
turnaround was complete.

Al-Dawsari's clever turn in
the box beat two defenders before
he shifted the ball past a third and
rifled an unstoppable shot into the
top far corner.

The crowd was going wild
and Hassan Al-Tambakti punched
the air in delight after his desper-
ate sliding tackle denied Messi a
clear shot at goal.

Every Al-Owais save, including
a point-blank block from Nicolas
Tagliafico's close-range prod, was
greeted with rapturous cheers.

There was late drama after Al-
Owais collided with Yasser Al-
Shahrani and seemed to knock him
out as his knee struck the defend-
er's head.
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Saudi Arabia stunned Lionel
Messi's Argentina on Tuesday,
beating the two-time winners

2-1 in one of the biggest upsets in
World Cup history.

Salem Al-Dawsari hit a stun-
ning winner to sink the red-hot
favourites, bringing the South
American side's 36-match unbeat-
en run to a shuddering halt.

The win was fully deserved
after Saudi Arabia came from
behind after Saleh Al-Shehri can-
celled out an early Lionel Messi
penalty,

Playing a risky high defensive
line, the athletic Saudis rode their
luck in the first half when three
times Argentina had the ball in the
net only to be denied by an offside
call.

But in a chaotic start to the sec-
ond half, the Saudis swarmed all
over Lionel Scaloni's team and
scored twice as the Arab nation beat
the South Americans for the first
time in five attempts.

In a first half dominated by
Argentina, it seemed only a matter
of time before Saudi Arabia's risky
defensive tactics would cost them.

That condensed the game into
a sliver of green turf around the
halfway line as the Asian side hap-
pily allowed Argentina's back four
to pass the ball among themselves.

It seemed Saudi Arabia were
facing a long afternoon after VAR
intervened to award a penalty
when Saud Abdulhamid wrestled
Leandro Paredes to the ground in
the box at a corner.

Messi waited for goalkeeper

issues."
Ronaldo, who has a world-record 117

international goals in men's football, will cap-
tain the team at his fifth World Cup.

The superstar forward is unrepentant
about his interview, which has caused such a
furore, telling reporters: "I talk when I want
to."

Euro 2016 winners Portugal are among
the fancied sides in Qatar but Dias refused to
speculate on how far they could go.

The defender preferred to focus on
Portugal's first opponents, Ghana, whom they
face on Thursday before playing Uruguay and
South Korea.

"We're focused on winning against
Ghana," said Dias. "The best way to win is
focus on one game at a time and that's the best
way to have a successful path ahead of us.

"Ghana are physically a strong team, tech-
nically as well. They have footballers who are
playing at the top level in Europe.

"We are aware we are facing a very dan-
gerous team. We're focused on what we are
doing, but aware of the difficulties that
Ghana will bring. They are strong in transi-
tion when they recover the ball."
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Portugal defender Ruben Dias said Tuesday
it was time to focus on the World Cup and

move on from the media circus surrounding
Cristiano Ronaldo's explosive interview.

The Manchester City centre-back said
despite the distraction, Ronaldo's comments
had not dented the nation's bid to win the
competition for the first time in their histo-
ry.

Ronaldo, who has been a peripheral fig-
ure for Manchester United this season, last
week lashed out at the club and coach Erik
ten Hag in an interview with Britain's TalkTV.

In the aftermath he appeared to share a
frosty greeting with Portugal and United team-
mate Bruno Fernandes and was also pictured
gripping Joao Cancelo by the head.

But Dias said it was time to move on.
"I don't think Cristiano's affairs have put

a dent whatsoever into what we are trying to
achieve here, so I don't have much to say about
it," Dias said.

"I think we've talked about this enough,
there's not much to add. As a team we will
focus on the World Cup now and not other
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Netherlands captain Virgil
van Dijk admitted that his

side had considerable room for
improvement despite opening
their World Cup campaign with
a 2-0 win over African champi-
ons Senegal on Monday.

"We won but we also know
that we can and must do better,"
Van Dijk said after the Nether-
lands needed late goals from
PSV Eindhoven forward Cody
Gakpo and Ajax midfielder
Davy Klaassen to come out on
top in the Group A clash at
Doha's Al Thumama Stadium.

"Going forward we some-
times tried to force things, and
we too often left ourselves expo-
sed to Senegal's counter-attacks,"
he told Dutch broadcaster NOS.

"That is an area in which we
will need to improve because it
is an art that our next opponents,
Ecuador, are very good at.

"But I am optimistic because
I feel we are going to get better."

The Netherlands are level on

three points in Group A with an
Ecuador side who beat hosts
Qatar 2-0 in the tournament's
opening game on Sunday.

Liverpool star Van Dijk was
making his major tournament
debut on the occasion of his 50th
cap, while Dutch coach Louis
van Gaal handed a first cap in
goal to Andries Noppert.

The giant Heerenveen shot-
stopper excelled with a string of
second-half saves, with the pick
coming from Idrissa Gana
Gueye's half-volley.

"It was a boyhood dream for
me to play at a World Cup but
I never thought it would be pos-
sible," Noppert told NOS.

"It was really special when
the goalkeeping coach Frans
Hoek told me on Friday that I
was going to play.

"The closer the game got,
the more tense I became, but it
was a healthy tension.

"Even in club football I have
never played at international
level, but you have to start
someday."
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Gareth Bale rescued Wales
with a late penalty to snatch

a 1-1 draw with the United States
in their World Cup Group B
clash on Monday in Qatar.

Welsh skipper Bale lashed
home an 82nd-minute spot kick
after earning the penalty
moments earlier when defend-
er Walker Zimmerman crashed
into the former Real Madrid star.

It cancelled out Tim Weah's
superb first-half goal for the
Americans which had threat-
ened to ruin Wales's return to
the World Cup after a 64-year
absence.

Bale's equaliser triggered

roars from a large and raucous
contingent of Wales fans in a
crowd of 43,418 fans at the
Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium on the
outskirts of Doha.

Until that moment it looked
as if Wales were heading for a
defeat, struggling to break down
a skillful and energetic US squad
that is the second youngest at the
tournament.

Wales were outplayed for
long periods of the first half, with
manager Rob Page's decision not
to start towering centre-for-
ward Kieffer Moore depriving
them of an attacking outlet.

Instead it was the US who
made all the early running,
with Chelsea's Christian Pulisic

a constant darting menace.
The breakthrough came on

36 minutes. Good hold-up play
by Sargent near halfway sent
Pulisic accelerating towards goal
before picking out Weah who
had darted in behind goal.

The son of African football
icon George Weah showed ter-
rific composure, dinking a cool
finish with the outside of his
right foot over Hennessey for a
goal that was no less than the
positive US opening deserved.

Tottenham's Ben Davies
almost headed Wales level on 64
minutes but was denied by US
goalkeeper Matt Turner with an
acrobatic parry over the bar.

Moore powered a header

just over from the ensuing cor-
ner.

The US dropped deeper
and Wales pressed more aggres-
sively as they chased an equalis-
er.

On 80 minutes Ramsey
surged down the right and cut
back for Bale, who shielded the
ball and tempted Zimmerman
into a wild lunge.

Qatari referee Abdulrahman
Al-Jassim pointed to the spot
and Bale stepped up to save
Wales.

Wales face Iran on Friday in
their second Group B game
while the United States face
England, 6-2 winners over the
Iranians earlier on Monday.
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Many Canadian football fans have
been waiting for this moment their

entire lives.
Long an afterthought behind hock-

ey in their home country, Canada's foot-
ball team is back in the World Cup for
the first time since 1986 and it opens on
Wednesday against a daunting opponent:
Belgium, a 2018 semifinalist and second
in the FIFA rankings.

“We don't hope no more, we believe,”
Canada midfielder Jonathan Osorio said.
"And we're very confident in ourselves.”

Canada's only prior trip to football's
showcase was a scoreless, three-loss per-
formance 36 years ago against France,
Hungary and the Soviet Union, with a
squad that included Bob Lenarduzzi, Tino
Lettieri and Branko Segota.

These Canadians are led by a new
generation headed by Alphonso Davies,
Jonathan David and Cyle Larin. They fin-

ished first in CONCACAF qualifying, a
turnaround engineered by John Herd-
man. He coached the Canadan women
to Bronze medals in the 2012 and '16
Olympics, then switched to the men in
2018.

“I think in qualifying we played in a
way where we were fearless and we want
to do that on the biggest stage,” midfield-
er Samuiel Piette said. “We don't want to
back down. We want to be on the front
foot and go toe to toe with Belgium."

Part of a Group F that includes
Croatia and Morocco, Belgium is in its
seventh year under coach Roberto
Martinez. The Red Devils finished third
at the 2018 World Cup and lost to Italy
in the quarterfinals of last year's European
Championship.

Its core may be at or just past peak,
with Kevin De Bruyne and Eden Hazard
both 31, Romelu Lukaku 29 and Youri
Tielemans part of the next age group 
at 25.
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Anew era is about to start for
Spain at the World Cup,

with a generation of talented
young players taking center
stage in its quest to win a second
world title.

Spain's revamped squad,
led by back-to-back Golden
Boy award winners Pedri and
Gavi, will begin being put to the
test on Wednesday against an
experienced Costa Rica team
that is bringing back some of the
players that helped it make a sur-
prising run to the quarterfinals
eight years ago.

The Costa Ricans hope to
repeat the success of the World
Cup in Brazil and avoid the
debacle of four years ago in
Russia, when they didn't win any
matches and were eliminated in
the group stage.

Spain also wants to avoid a
repeat of its campaign in the
2018 tournament, when it was
ousted by the hosts in the round
of 16 after going through an
embarrassing coaching change
just days before its debut.

Many of the veterans from
that tournament are gone,
including Sergio Ramos, Gerard
Piqué, Andrés Iniesta and David

Silva. Instead, coach Luis
Enrique is betting on the likes of
19-year-old Pedri, 20-year-old
Ansu Fati and Nico Williams,
and 18-year-old Gavi, Spain
youngest ever goal scorer.

“I think the entire team car-
ries the responsibility," Pedri
said. “I don't feel like I'm the star
of the national team just because
I'm on a billboard in Doha. I'm
focusing on playing, on being in
a good state of mind and on
helping as much as possible
depending on what the coach
asks from me.”

Spain enters the tourna-
ment in Qatar with the third-
youngest squad among the 32
nations, with an average age of
25.3, after the United States
and Ghana. More than half of
the squad is 25 years old or
younger, with six players at 20 or
younger and playing in their first
World Cup.

Pedri, Gavi and Fati are like-
ly to start against Costa Rica.
The other youngsters picked by
Luis Enrique — who has joined
in the youth movement by
becoming a streamer during
the World Cup — include Fer-
ran Torres, Yéremy Pino, Eric
García, Hugo Guillamón and
Alejandro Balde.
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Arab teams are making an
impact at the first World

Cup in the Middle East.
Tunisia held European

Championship semifinalist
Denmark to a 0-0 draw Tues-
day, three hours after Saudi Ara-
bia beat Argentina in a shock-
ing upset.

Before a stadium filled
almost entirely with its red-clad
supporters, Tunisia likely
deserved more but an expert
save shortly before halftime by
goalkeeper Kasper Schmeichel
helped Denmark preserve the
draw. Having already gone
down to the grass after Tunisia
broke through the defense,
Schmeichel stuck his hand up
to deflect a shot from Issam
Jebali, who plays his club ball in
Denmark for Odense.

It was just the sort of save
that the keeper's father, former
Manchester United great Peter
Schmeichel, used to pull off.

The match marked
Christian Eriksen's return to a

major tournament less than a
year and a half after his cardiac
arrest with Denmark at Euro
2020. Assuming his customary
playmaker position, Eriksen
produced a dangerous long-dis-
tance shot on goal in the second
half that Tunisia goalkeeper
Aymen Dahmen had to bat
away.

And on the ensuing corner,
Denmark hit the post.

Tunisia also survived the
chance of a last-minute penal-
ty for Denmark but the referee
ruled to play on after a video
review for a possible handball.

Denmark has been one of
the most outspoken critics of
the tournament in Qatar and
during the pre-match warmup
its players wore all black long-
sleeve shirts over their red
game jerseys to mourn migrant
workers who died building
infrastructure for soccer's
biggest event.

Denmark was also plan-
ning on wearing the "One Love"
anti-discrimination armband
along with other European

teams before the campaign was
dropped when FIFA threat-
ened to hand out yellow cards.

However, former Danish
Prime Minister Helle Thorning-
Schmidt, who is now chair of
the Danish soccer federation's
governance and development
committee, was at the stadium
wearing a coat with some sub-
tle rainbow coloring.

Denmark has lofty goals
following its performance at last
year's Euro 2020 and a near-per-
fect qualifying campaign, while
Tunisia is seeking to advance
from the group stage for the first
time in its sixth World Cup
appearance.

After a lack of atmosphere
at several of the opening match-
es, the huge number of Tunisian
fans inside Education City
Stadium made it feel like a
home match for the North
African team. Tunisia fans
chanted, banged drums and
blew air horns when their squad
had the ball - then hissed and
whistled loudly whenever
Denmark had possession.
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Arshdeep Singh and
Mohammed Siraj stopped

New Zealand in its tracks with
game-changing spells before
India won the rain-marred third
and final T20 via Duckworth-
Lewis method to claim the
three-match series 1-0, here
Tuesday.

Arshdeep and Siraj fired in
tandem and shared eight wick-
ets between them as India
bowled New Zealand out for 160
in 19.4 overs after the hosts elect-
ed to bat.

New Zealand were going
strong at 130 for two in the 16th
over but Arshdeep (4/37) and
Siraj (4/17) led India's remark-
able comeback.

The hosts lost eight wickets
for just 30 runs after Devon
Conway (59 off 49 balls) and
Glenn Phillips (54 off 33) had
propped up their innings.

In reply, India were precar-
iously placed at 75 for 4 when
rain stopped play. It was a DLS
par-score at that time. The game
never resumed and ended in a
tie.

Rishabh Pant (11) after a
couple of intent-filled bound-
aries played a lousy shot to get
dismissed and Suryakumar
Yadav (13) had a rare low score.

Skipper Pandya, who didn't
bowl a single delivery in the
series due to stiff neck, had
scored a nice little 30 off 18 balls
when heavens opened up.

India, after 2020, have once
again won a T20 series in New
Zealand.

However the last time, it was
a comprehensive 5-0 win during
the summer season and this

time around, there was little con-
text post T20 World Cup.

The sole point of interest
was to check how India's prob-
able long term T20 captain
Pandya and a new-look team
fared.

But with opening match
completely washed out and final
game also suffering due to
inclement weather, there was lit-
tle to take home apart from
Suryakumar Yadav's glorious
series-winning hundred in
Tauranga and Siraj emerging as
potent T20 option in favourable
conditions.

After New Zealand opted to
bat, India got their first break-
through when Arshdeep had
Finn Allen trapped in front of
the wicket with a full delivery
that swung in from around

middle.
Allen thought about a

review before deciding to walk
back as the ball was clearly
going to hit the stumps.

Veteran Bhuvneshwar
Kumar bowled a tight third
over before Conway decided to
take on left-arm seamer
Arshdeep, carting him through
mid-wicket for a four before loft-
ing the bowler over extra cover
for a six.

He then chipped one over
the pacer's head for a lovely
boundary.

The fourth over yielded 19
runs and it seemed New Zealand
were on their way. Bhuvneshwar
Kumar conceded 14 runs in the
next over as the Kiwis looked to
end the powerplay, their weak
area in recent times, on a strong

note.
However, a bowling change

put paid to all such hopes as Siraj
dismissed Mark Chapman for a
run-a-ball 12. Against a length
ball on middle and leg,
Chapman got a leading edge
while trying to flick and
Arshdeep completed the catch
without much fuss, ending a
brief but brisk partnership.

After conceding 33 runs in
two overs, the Indian bowlers
fought back strongly to concede
only 17 runs in the next four.

Conway broke the shackles
with a boundary off Yuzvendra
Chahal as New Zealand reached
74 for two at the halfway stage
of their innings.

In a subdued start, the big-
hitting Phillips found a couple of
boundaries before hitting

Chahal for a four and a huge six
off successive balls to help his
team go past 100 in the 13th
over.

Phillips them launched
himself into Bhuvenshwar,
smashing a four and a mon-
strous six that landed on the roof
at McLean Park.

As many as 31 runs came
from over number 12 and 13,
before Phillips smoked Harshal
Patel over deep square leg for
another maximum.

However, Phillips got a top-
edge against Siraj and Buvnesh-
war took the catch in the deep
in what was a massive break-
through for the tourists.

Phillips' dismissal triggered
a collapse as the the hosts lost
their remaining wickets for very
little.
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India skipper Hardik Pandya said "attack was
the best defence on this wicket" as his unbeat-

en 18-ball 30-run cameo helped India end the
rain-hit final T20I against New Zealand in a
tie via Duckworth-Lewis method here on
Tuesday.

Chasing 161 to win, India were struggling
at 21 for three in 2.5 overs but Pandya
smashed three boundaries and a six to take the
visitors to 75 for four, which proved to be at
par with the DLS score when the match was
called off due to rain.

The two teams thus shared the honours
with India clinching the three-match series 1-
0, courtesy their 65-run win in the second game
on Sunday.

The opening game was washed out with-
out a ball being bowled in Wellington.

"Would have liked to win the game by play-
ing the full overs, but it is what it is. At some
point, I felt attack is the best defence on this
wicket," Hardik said during the post-match
presentation.

"We know the kind of bowling attacks they
have, it was very important to get those 10-15
runs extra even though we lost a couple of
wickets.

"A game like this could have given us an
opportunity to test some of the players, but hav-
ing said weather is something we cannot con-
trol. I'm going home, taking my time off and
be with my son."

New Zealand's stand-in skipper Tim
Southee admitted his team could have done
better with the bat but lauded the bowlers for
taking three quick wickets.

"It's disappointing even with the bat. We
spoke about getting out there and giving every-
thing we could, take early wickets. We knew

if we can get those wickets, anything could hap-
pen, but unfortunately the weather came in,"
said Southee, who claimed 2 for 27 in his three
overs.

"You don't know until both sides batted on
it, would have been an interesting game but
hasn't gone the full tilt. Little bit of uncertain-
ty around the scoreboard whether it was a tie
when the rain came in. Could have gone either
way.”

"The way we attacked with the ball and to
put them under pressure was pleasing. Nice to
be back in some ODI cricket against a quali-
ty side like India. Hoping for a good crowd in
Auckland."
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Travis Head and David
Warner led Australia to a

221-run rain-affected victory
over England to secure a 3-0
win in the ODI series that
ended on Tuesday at the
Melbourne Cricket Ground.

Australia's opening pair
scored 269 runs in front of just
10,406 spectators at the MCG.

Warner and Head's cen-
turies helped Australia post
355-5 — the highest ODI total
at the MCG — after England
captain Jos Buttler won the toss
and elected to field.

Head hit 152 from 130
balls to bring up his third ODI
century and highest score in
the format. Warner scored 106.

Two rain delays during
Australia's innings reduced the
game to 48 overs per side, with
England's target lifted to 364.
England was all out for 142 in
the 32nd over as opener Jason
Roy top-scored with 38.

Fast bowler Olly Stone,
who was playing in just his
sixth ODI, led England's
bowlers with figures of 4-85.
Australian legspinner Adam
Zampa had 4-31 to finish the
series with 11 wickets.

“Good to finish them off
here with just about the best
ODI I've been part of,”
Australia captain Pat Cummins
said,

Buttler said his side “fell a
long way short . . . I thought
Australia outplayed us in every
department."

Australia won the first
match in Adelaide by six wick-
ets and the second at the
Sydney Cricket Ground by 72
runs to clinch the series ahead
of the final match.
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English cricketer Laurie
Evans was released on

Tuesday by the Perth Scorchers
franchise in Australia after
revealing he had tested positive
for a banned substance.

Evans said in a statement
through the Professional Cric-
keters' Association on Monday
that he was “shocked” by the
results of a test taken in August.
He was playing that month
with Manchester Originals at
The Hundred competition in
England. Evans did not say
what substance was involved.
He denies taking any banned
substance.

“I believe passionately in
clean sport and I have never
taken any banned substances.

I do not know what caused the
positive test but my team and
I are investigating how this
could have happened and I am
doing everything possible to
find out," Evans said. The
Perth Scorchers in the Big
Bash League said they were
“disappointed” to learn of the
positive test and that “due to
the circumstances, the Scor-
chers and Laurie and his man-
agement have decided to mut-
ually terminate his contract"
for the upcoming Australian
season. Evans, who plays for
Surrey in English county crick-
et, has never played for
England. However, he was
included in a 55-man training
squad convened in 2021 while
coronavirus pandemic regula-
tions were in force.
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Reigning youth Asian cham-
pions Ravina, Vishwanath

Suresh and Vanshaj secured
medals along with four other
Indians by entering the semifi-
nals of the Youth men's and
women's World Boxing Cham-
pionships in La Nucia, Spain.

Bhawna Sharma (48kg),
Kunjarani Devi Thongam
(60kg), Lashu Yadav (70kg) and
Ashish (54kg) are the country's
other boxers who are also
assured of at least Bronze medals
after securing last four berths.

Extending their spectacular
show at the prestigious tourna-
ment, all four women boxers
marched ahead by scoring iden-
tical 5-0 victories in their respec-
tive quarterfinal bouts.

While Ravina thrashed
Romania's Alexandra Cretu in
the 63kg contest, Bhavana and

Kunjarani out-punched Venez-
uela's Evimir Brito and Aigerim
Kabdolda of Kazakhstan respec-
tively. Lashu dominated Mexi-
can boxer Zuzet Hernandez.

Griviya Devi Huidrom (54
kg) was the lone Indian woman
to end up on the losing side as
she went down to Kazakhstan's
Elina Bazarova by 0-5.

Meanwhile, it was a mixed
day for India in the men's sec-
tion as three of the five pugilists
in action managed to progress
into the medal rounds.

Vishwanath (48kg) and
Vanshaj (63.5kg) posted unan-
imous wins over Australia's Jye
Kerr and Omar Livaza of
Kyrgyzstan respectively. Ashish,
on the other hand, had to work
hard against Scotland's Aaron
Cullen as the result was declared
4-3 in the Indian's favour after
the bout was reviewed.

Deepak (75kg) and Mohit

(86kg) were the two Indian
male pugilists to suffer defeats in
the quarterfinals.

The ongoing event has been
witnessing the participation of
close to 600 boxers from 73
countries. 17 Indians qualifying
for the last eight stage is the
highest for any country at the
event followed by Kazakhstan
(16) and Uzbekistan (13).

With seven medals already
confirmed, Tamanna (50kg),
Preeti Dahiya (57kg), Devika
Ghorpade (52kg), Muskan
(75kg) and Kirti (+81kg) will
look to extend India's medals
tally as they fight in the women's
quarter-finals on eighth day of
the competition. Rhythm (+92)
and Jadumani Singh Man-
dengbam (51kg) will also battle
it out in the men's Last-8 stage.

The semifinals will take
place on Wednesday while the
finals on Friday and Saturday.
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Jeremy Lalrinnunga will miss the 2022 weightlift-
ing World Championships as India will field a

four-member squad spearheaded by Olympic
Silver medallist Mirabai Chanu at the marquee
event next month.

Jeremy, India's maiden Youth Olympic cham-
pion, had injured himself during his gold-winning
performance at the Commonwealth Games in July.

The 20-year-old Mizo lifter is yet to recover
from his thigh and hamstring injury. He had also
missed the Asian Championships in October.

"Jeremy is still recovering from the injury he
suffered during the Commonwealth Games, so he
will not play in these world championships," India
head coach Vijay Sharma said.

"Many lifters from the CWG squad are nurs-
ing injuries, so we have selected the four lifters who
are fit," Sharma added.

Commonwealth Games silver medallist
Sanket Sagar who had also sustained an elbow
injury during the Birmingham Games and had
subsequently undergone surgery will also miss the
world event, starting in Bagota, Colombia from
December 5 to 16.

Former world champion Chanu will return

to action for the first time since the Common-
wealth Games, where she won her third medal and
second gold in August.

Others in the four-member squad include
73kg Commonwealth Games champion Achinta
Sheuli, silver medallist Bindyarani Devi and bronze
medallist Gurdeep Singh.

The four lifters are currently in St. Louis, USA
along with Sharma for a strength and condition-
ing camp.

The Indian contingent will leave for Bogota
on December 1.
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With Meg Lanning still
unavailable, Cricket Aust-

ralia on Tuesday named sea-
soned wicketkeeper Alyssa
Healy captain of a 15-member
Australian women's team for the
upcoming five-match T20 series
against India.

Star all-rounder Tahlia
McGrath has been named vice-
captain for the series, matches of
which will be played at Mum-
bai's DY Patil Stadium and
Brabourne Stadium.

The series will be held from
December 9 to 20. The first two
matches will be held at DY Patil
Stadium and the remaining
three at Brabourne.

Healy takes charge of a
squad featuring three changes
including a highly talented
teenager and an ex-Irish inter-
national.

The 19-year-old Phoebe
Litchfield, ex-Ireland quick Kim
Garth and all-rounder Heather
Graham are in line to make their
T20I debuts after being named
in the squad.

The tour assumes signifi-
cance as it serves as preparation

for the T20 World Cup next
February in South Africa.

Australia have made three
changes to the group that won
the Commonwealth Games gold
in August.

Australia's head of perfor-
mance (women's cricket) and
national selector, Shawn Flegler
said: "These five matches form
an important part of the team's
preparations for the upcoming
T20 World Cup in South Africa
as well as providing an oppor-
tunity for some players to gain
some experience in Indian con-
ditions."

"India will be a good test;
they're a strong side and the two
teams have had some good bat-
tles in recent times.

"Without Meg and Rachael,
this series will provide opportu-
nities for players particularly in
the top order, so we're looking
forward to seeing who puts
their hand up."

Healy's elevation comes
after she was appointed vice-
captain following Rachael
Haynes' retirement from inter-
national cricket in September.

Australia will leave for India
on December 4.
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The 2024 T20 World Cup will
be played in a different for-

mat in which 20 participating
countries will be divided into
four groups of five teams each
and the first round will be fol-
lowed by a Super Eight stage.

In the 2021 and 2022 edi-
tions, the first round was fol-
lowed by the Super 12 but in the
next tournament, the top two
teams from each of the four
groups will progress to the
Super Eight phase, where they
will be further divided into two
groups of four each.

Then, the top two sides in
each of the two Super Eights
groups will make the semi-
finals, which will be followed by
the final.

As many as 12 teams have
already secured their berth in

the next edition of the tourna-
ment to be played in West
Indies and United States.

As hosts, the West Indies
and the USA take up the first
two spots.

The top eight teams in the
recently-held T20 World Cup in
Australia (top four in each Super
12 group), including reigning
champions England and run-
ners-up Pakistan, have already
gained spots for the 2024 tour-
nament, with Afghanistan and
Bangladesh, the next best teams
on the ICC men's T20I
Rankings, also securing their
spot.

The final eight spots for the
2024 tournament will be decid-
ed in regional play, the ICC said
in a press release.

"While South Africa
claimed 2024 qualification by
virtue of their top eight finish,

Zimbabwe were unable to cap-
italise on their strong start to the
campaign, finishing last in the
Super 12 group to be sent back
to regional qualification," the
ICC said in the release.

Africa, Asia and Europe
will have two qualification spots,
with one spot for both the
Americas and East-Asia Pacific
regions.

In the last two editions of
the T20 World Cup, the first
round saw two groups of four
teams which included countries
that entered the event through
the qualifying stage and teams
that finished between ninth and
12th in the previous tourna-
ment.

The top two sides from
each group in the first round
then joined the rest of the eight
teams that had already qualified
for the Super 12 stage.
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Nicholas Pooran gave up
the captaincy of West

Indies' limited-overs teams fol-
lowing their stunning exit 
from the recent T20 World 
Cup in Australia. “This is not
me giving up,” Pooran said in
a statement.

"I remain ambitious and
still view the captaincy of West
Indies cricket as an honor that
is bestowed upon you.

I remain fully committed
to West Indies cricket and I
look forward to providing my
services as a senior player in a
supportive role.

"By stepping down now 
as the West Indies white-
ball captain I believe it is in 
the best interests of the team
and for me personally, as I 
need to concentrate on what 
I can deliver to the side as a
player. 
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