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India is correcting its past
mistakes by celebrating its

varied heritage and remem-
bering its unsung bravehearts
who were lost in the pages of
history that was written as
part of a conspiracy during the
colonial era, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on Friday.

Addressing the  closing
ceremony of the year-long
400th birth anniversary cele-
brations of Lachit Barphukan
and releasing a book on him
“Lachit — Assam’s Hero who
Halted the Mughals”, the Prime
Minister said the history of
India was not just about slav-
ery but also about its warriors.

Stating that Assamese war-
rior and General  Lachit
Barphukan had kept national
interest above blood relations
and did not hesitate to punish
his close relative, Modi  said
“his  life taught us that instead
of nepotism and dynasty, the
country should be supreme”.

“India’s history is the his-
tory of warriors, the history of
victory, the history of sacrifice,
selflessness and bravery,” Modi
said.

Barphukan (November 24,

1622-April 25, 1672) was the
famous General of the Royal
Army of the Ahom Kingdom
of Assam, who defeated the
Mughals and successfully halt-
ed their ever expanding ambi-
tions under Aurangzeb.

The PM said unfortunate-
ly even after Independence, the
history that was written as
part of a conspiracy during the

colonial era continued to be
taught. “After Independence
there was a need to change the
agenda of slavery but it did not
happen,” Modi said.

He said in every corner of
the country, brave sons and
daughters fought oppressors
but this history was intention-
ally suppressed.

“Today, India has broken

the shackles of colonialism
and is moving forward, cele-
brating our heritage and
remembering our heroes with
pride,” he said.

“Lachit’s life inspires us to
rise above dynasty and think
about the country. He had said
that no relationship is bigger
than the country,” he  said.

Continued on Page 2
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After violence on Assam-
Meghalaya border on

Tuesday, tension continues to
grip the hill State as arson and
vandalism were reported late
on Thursday. Violence erupted
in Shillong shortly after a
demonstration and a candle-
light vigil concluded on
Thursday night.

Police had to use teargas
shells to bring the situation
under control as unidentified
miscreants lobbed petrol
bombs at a police bus and at a
jeep. They also pelted stones at
the police men injuring four of
them. Three civilians were also
assaulted nearby, reports said.

Shops and business estab-
lishments run by non-tribals in
Khyndailad, Lewduh and cer-
tain other areas in Shillong has
remained shut since Thursday,
apprehending violence.

Superintendent of Police of
East Khasi Hills district Vivek
Syiem said a traffic police
booth was torched, a bus fer-
rying CRPF personnel was
attacked, and a contingent of
cops was hurled with stones

and petrol bombs amid a can-
dlelight vigil for the victims.
Seven people, including four
cops, were reportedly injured in
the violence late on Thursday.  

Echoing similar senti-
ments, Deputy Commissioner
(East) of Guwahati Police
Sudhakar Singh said,
“Yesterday in Shillong, the pub-
lic burnt police vehicles. The
situation is not very good.
That’s why we are advising
people not to travel to
Meghalaya.”

Amid the lingering appre-
hension of violence, Assam
Police on Friday issued a fresh
advisory asking people not to
travel to Meghalaya as the sit-

uation is still “not very good”
in the neighbouring State.

Cachar Superintendent of
Police Nomal Mahatta said a
restriction on people and vehi-
cles from Assam entering
Meghalaya through his dis-
trict also is in force.

However, in what could be
a relief to the people in
Meghalaya, the Assam
Petroleum Mazdoor Union
(APMU) decided to resume
transportation of fuel to the
neighbouring State, which it
suspended on Thursday, fol-
lowing assurance of security of
tankers and crew from the hill
State.

Continued on Page 2
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World Cup host Qatar was
eliminated on Friday, just

six days and two matches into
the tournament. Qatar can’t
advance to the knockout round
after losing to Ecuador in the
opener and to Senegal on
Friday. It was the earliest exit by
a host nation in the World
Cup’s 92-year history. Qatar’s
fate was sealed after the
Netherlands and Ecuador drew
1-1 in the other Group A
match.

Qatar still has one more
match to play against the
Netherlands on Tuesday. Qatar
had previously made unwant-
ed history as the first host to
lose the opening game of the
tournament and, while South
Africa in 2010 is the only other
host team to be eliminated in
the group stage, the South
Africans at least went out with

a win and a draw from their
three games.

The tiny Gulf nation spent
around $220 billion on the first
World Cup in West Asia,
according to estimates, but has
found that great wealth can’t
buy a world-class soccer team.
Qatar had never qualified for
the game’s biggest tournament
before winning the right to host
it 12 years ago. 

Every squad member for
the 2019 Asian champion plays
for a local club. Senegal, on the
other hand, got its campaign
back on track after losing 2-0
to the Netherlands in the first
match.

Senegal sent the host team
to a second loss at its home
tournament on Friday after
seizing on a defensive error
from the Qatar team for the
opening goal in a 3-1 victory.

It has confirmed Qatar as
the worst-performing host

team in the 92-year history of
the World Cup.

Against Qatar, Senegal
striker Boulaye Dia drilled in
the first goal after defender
Boualem Khoukhi tried to
make a clearance under no
pressure, didn’t connect prop-
erly and landed on his backside.
The ball dribbled away from
Khoukhi. And Dia, grateful for
the gift, lashed it in.

Famara Diedhiou made it
2-0 at the start of the second
half with a header from a cor-
ner while two Qatar defenders
failed to stop him.

Qatar was denied a penal-
ty and the chance of the lead
before Dia’s goal, though, when
Akram Afif was clear on the left
and then knocked over by a
charging Ismaila Sarr. Referee
Antonio Mateu of Spain didn’t
award a penalty even though
replays suggested that contact
was made.
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The Delhi Police Special Cell
arrested a 38-year-old

Australian citizen of Indian
origin with a million dollar
bounty on his head for alleged-
ly killing an Australian woman
in Queensland in 2018. 

According to the police,
accused Rajwinder Singh, a
nurse,  fled to India days after
killing Toyah Cordingley, 24.
Singh was produced before
the city court which remand-
ed him in five-day judicial
custody.  Singh was sent to jail
till November 30

The Queensland Police had
on November 3 declared a $1
million reward for  information
about Singh, who had fled to
India. This is believed to be the
largest ever reward offered by
the Queensland police.

Singh will now face extra-
dition proceedings and may be
sent back to Australia.

Police said based on inputs
shared by CBI, nodal agency of
the Interpol in India, and their
Australian counterparts, the
accused was nabbed from near
GT Karnal Road at 6 am. 

Continued on Page 2
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The CBI on Friday filed its
first chargesheet against

seven accused, including two
arrested businessmen and two
excise officials in the Delhi
Excise policy scam case. Delhi
Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia, named in the CBI FIR
as the prime accused, does
not figure in the present
chargesheet.

Besides the two arrested
businessmen — Vijay Nair and
Abhishek Boinpally — those
named in the chargesheet are
Arun RPillai, Mootha
Gautham, Sameer Mahendru
(promoter of liquor company
Indospirit), then Excise Deputy
Commissioner Kuldeep Singh
and then Excise Assistant
Commissioner Narender
Singh.

Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal asserted that
attempts were made to frame
his deputy Sisodia in the “fake”
excise policy scam after his
name did not figure in the CBI’s
first chargesheet, with the Aam
Aadmi Party calling it
“Satyamev Jayate” (truth alone
triumphs).

On his part, Sisodia
demanded that Lieutenant
Governor VK Saxena and
Chief Secretary Naresh Kumar
be sacked, alleging that he has

been a “victim of their witch
hunt”. Hitting out at the BJP,
Sisodia said the party sent the
CBI and the ED, and raided his
residence, but never found
anything.

AAP chief spokesperson
Saurabh Bhardwaj also lashed
out at the saffron party for
“gross abuse of legal procedure
and investigative agencies for
political gains”.

The AAP also asked the
BJP to tender an apology to
Delhiites and the countrymen
for “blatantly lying about the
issue” and called Saxena and
Kumar the “masterminds”
behind the “conspiracy” against
the Delhi Government.

“Manish’s name is not in
the CBI chargesheet. The whole
case is fake. Nothing was found
in the raids. A total of 800 offi-
cers found nothing in the probe
for four months. Manish
offered hope of a good future
to crores of poor children in the
country through a revolution in
education. I am sorry that a
conspiracy was hatched to
defame such a person by impli-
cating him in a false case,”

Kejriwal tweeted in Hindi.
The accused have been

charged under Indian Penal
Code (IPC) section 120-B
(criminal conspiracy) and pro-
visions of bribery under the
Prevention of Corruption Act,
officials said.

“Further investigation is
continuing to investigate the
role of FIR named accused and
other persons on various alle-
gations, including conspira-
cies with other licensees,
money trails, cartelisation and
larger conspiracies in the for-
mulation and implementation
of the Excise Policy,” the CBI
said in a statement. This means
Sisodia may still not be off the
hook.

The CBI has got an alleged
“close associate” of Sisodia —
Dinesh Arora — to spill beans
by turning approver in the
case, officials said.

Arora recorded his state-
ment under section 164 of
CrPC before the magistrate
and was granted a pardon by a
special court for helping in the
investigation.

Continued on Page 2
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Signalling its efforts to further
enhance political and

defence ties with Egypt, India
has invited its President Abdel
Fattah El-Sisi to be the chief
guest on Republic Day on
January 26 next year. 

It is the first time an
Egyptian head of state will be
the chief guest at the grand
event.

External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar extended the invi-
tation to Sisi during his visit to
Cairo in October, sources said
on Friday.  

Sisi has been the Egypt’s
President since 2014. The
country is the second largest
economy in Africa. This year,
India and Egypt celebrated the

75th anniversary of diplomat-
ic relations. 

Sisi last visited India in
2016. Sisi had met Prime
Minister Modi at the Third
India-Africa Forum Summit in
New Delhi in October 2015.
The same year both the lead-
ers met on the sidelines of the
United Nations General
Assembly session in New York.

Continued on Page 2
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The Supreme Court on
Friday dismissed NIA’s plea

challenging the bail granted by
the Bombay High Court to
activist Anand Teltumbde in
the Elgar Parishad-Maoist links
case. 

A bench of Chief Justice
DY Chandrachud and Justice
Hima Kohli refused to interfere
with the High Court’s
November 18 order granting
bail to 73-year-old Teltumbde,
who was arrested in the case in
April 2020. 

“We will not interfere,” the
bench said, while dismissing
the plea filed by the NIA chal-
lenging the bail granted to
him. “The petition is dismissed.
However, the observations con-
tained in the impugned judg-
ment of the high court shall not
be treated as conclusive final
findings at the trial,” the apex
court noted. 

During the hearing, the
bench asked Additional
Solicitor General (ASG)
Aishwarya Bhati, appearing
for the NIA, about the “specif-
ic role” attributable to
Teltumbde in the case. 

“What is the specific role

attributable to him which will
bring the provisions of the
UAPA (Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act) into opera-
tion?” the bench asked. “You
say that he is involved in Dalit
mobilisation. Is that really
preparatory to a terrorist act?”
the bench asked. The ASG
said he is an academician and
a “front face”. 

Senior advocate Kapil
Sibal, appearing for Teltumbde,
said the documents which the
ASG referred to were not
recovered from the activist.
“Wherever there is an issue of
Dalit, he is out there as an aca-
demician to deal with it. If in
the process there is some
organisation which, according
to them, is closely associated
with some other organisation
and I am speaking there as an
academic, that does not make
me (Teltumbde) a terrorist,”
Sibal argued. 
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In a new twist to the revived
controversy over the

Maharashtra-Karnataka bor-
der dispute, the Shiv Sena
(Uddhav Balasaheb Thackeray)
on Friday accused the Basavaraj
Bommai Government of raking
up the issue to divert the peo-
ple’s attention from the “insults”
heaped by Governor Bhagat
Singh Koshyari and BJP
spokesperson Sudhanshu
Trivedi on Maratha warrior
Chhatrapati Shivaji.

Talking to media persons,
Shiv Sena (UBT) spokesperson
Sanjay Raut charged that
Karnataka chief minister
Basavaraj Bommai had sud-
denly  raked up the issue of
Maharashtra-Karnataka bor-
der row. “There appeared to be
a conspiracy behind the “sud-
den” attack by the Karnataka
government against the Eknath
Shinde dispensation over the
border row between the two
states," Raut said.

“Though people living in
the border areas of the two
states want to join Maharashtra,
we had as such no issue with
Karnataka in recent times. But,
the Karnataka chief minister
appeared to have raked up the
border row to divert the atten-
tion of the people from the
controversy over the insults
heaped on Chhatrapati Shivaji
by Koshyari and Trivedi,” Raut
said.     

Raut’s statement came a
day after Sena (UBT) chief
Uddhav Thackeray said that
Centre did not recall him with-
in next few days, his party
would call for a “Maharashtra
bandh” or organise a massive
protest morcha to demand the
Governor’s recall from the
state.

On his part, Raut has
already met NCP chief Sharad
Pawar. However, the three
Maha Vikas Aghadi partners -
Shiv Sena (UBT), NCP and
Congress – have not taken a
collective decision on calling

for a “Maharashtra bandh”
Raut said that earlier

Koshyari had in the past insult-
ed Marathi-speaking people
with his comment that
Mumbai would not remain the
country’s financial capital if
Gujaratis and Marwaris left the
city.

Raut said that the people of
Maharashtra would tolerate
the “insults” heaped on
Chhatrapati Shivaji. “People
will not forget the insult to
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
no matter how much you try”
he said. 

As the Opposition’s
protests over Koshyari’s recent
statement that that Maratha
warrior Chhatrapati Shivaji
was an icon of the “past era”
continued,  Uddhav had on

Thursday launched a stinging
attack on the Governor, saying
that the later “has lost his
mind” and wondered as “to
who is the brain behind 
him”.

Mincing no words in his
criticism of Koshyari, the
SEnma (UBT) chief had said:
“If the Centre did not recall the
Governor, then the people
across the state –cutting across
the political lines – will have to
come together to demand his
recall. Given that he continues
to heap insults on Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj and
Maharashtra, we can ill-afford
to keep quiet. This Governor is
a parcel sent via Amazon to
Maharashtra by the Centre.
Let’s wait for another three to
four days.

From Page 1
Terming Veer Lachit’s exploits a glorious

chapter of the history of Assam, the Prime
Minister said, “I salute this great tradition on the
occasion of the festival of India’s eternal culture,
eternal valour and eternal existence.”

The Prime Minister reiterated India’s mood
to get rid of the mentality of slavery and take
pride in its heritage. India is not only celebrat-
ing its cultural diversity but also acknowledging
the unsung heroes and heroines of its history.
“Immortal sons of Maa Bharati like Lachit are
the inspiration of fulfilling the resolutions of the
Amrit Kaal. They make us familiar with the iden-
tity and glory of our history and also spur us to
dedicate ourselves to the nation”, the Prime
Minister added.

Bravehearts like Lachit showed that forces
of fanaticism and terror perish but the immor-
tal light of Indian life remains eternal, the Prime
Minister emphasised.

The Prime Minister complimented the
Assam Government for taking steps to celebrate
the legacy of its heroes. He mentioned the pro-
jects like a museum and a memorial in Assam
to honour its heroes. He said such steps will help
the younger generation to know the history of
sacrifice and bravery.

The Prime Minister said, “Lachit’s life
inspires us to live the mantra of ‘Nation First.’
His life inspires us to rise above self and to give
the highest priority to the national interest. 

“His life teaches us that instead of nepotism
and dynasty, the country should be supreme.” 
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From Page 1
The CBI, after registering a case

against 15 persons in August this
year, had carried out searches at vari-
ous places.

It is alleged the Delhi
Government’s policy to grant licences
to liquor traders was influenced in
favour of certain dealers who had
allegedly paid bribes for it, a charge
strongly refuted by the AAP.

Besides Sisodia, who holds the
excise portfolio in the Delhi
Government, the CBI has named then
Excise Commissioner Arava Gopi
Krishna, then Deputy Excise
Commissioner Anand Kumar Tiwari,
Assistant Excise Commissioner Pankaj
Bhatnagar, nine businessmen and two
companies as accused.

The agency has alleged that Sisodia
and other accused public servants
recommended and took decisions
relating to the Delhi Excise Policy
2021-22 without the approval of com-
petent authority with “an intention to
extend undue favours to the licensees
post tender”.

The agency alleged Amit Arora,
director of Buddy Retail Pvt Limited
in Gurgaon, Dinesh Arora and Arjun
Pandey are “close associates” of Sisodia
and were “actively involved in man-
aging and diverting the undue pecu-

niary advantage collected from liquor
licencees” for the accused public ser-
vants.

The CBI has alleged that Radha
Industries managed by Dinesh Arora
received Rs 1 crore from Sameer
Mahendru of Indospirits.

A case was registered on August
17. Sisodia and others including then
Commissioner (Excise), then Deputy
Commissioner (Excise), then Assistant
Commissioner (Excise), 10 liquor
licencees, their associates and
unknown others on a reference from
the Union Home Ministry related to
alleged irregularities in framing and
implementation of the excise policy.

It was further alleged that irregu-
larities were committed including in
modifications in Excise Policy, extend-
ing undue favours to the licencees,
waiver/reduction in licence fee and
extension of L-1 license without
approval among others, the CBI said.

It was also alleged that illegal
gains on account of these acts were
diverted to concerned public servants
by private parties by making false
entries in their books of accounts.
Searches were earlier conducted at
premises of the accused in various
locations which led to recovery of
incriminating documents/articles and
digital records, the agency added.
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From Page 1
Defence Minister Rajnath

Singh had visited Egypt in
September this year and held
talks with his Egyptian coun-
terpart General Mohamed Zaki
on the entire spectrum of their
bilateral defence relations.

Both the leaders also
signed an MoU to focus on
joint training, defence co-pro-
duction and maintenance of
equipment. Egypt is keen on
buying India’s indigenously
designed and manufactured
Tejas light combat aircraft
(LCA).

Given the growing ties
between the two countries,
Egypt was also invited to the
India-Africa Defence Dialogue
and Indian Ocean Region
(IOR) Defence Ministers’
Conclave that took place on the
sidelines of the 12th DefExpo
in Gandhinagar, Gujarat in
October. Moreover, Egypt is
among the nine countries invit-
ed by India for the G-20 sum-
mit to be hosted in New Delhi
in September 2023.

The air force of the two
countries have close co-opera-
tion and IAF pilots trained
Egyptian pilots from the 1960s
until 1984. Egypt regularly
provides transit facilities to
IAF and Indian Navy aircraft
ferrying to and from Russia,
Europe and the USA.

Moreover, Egypt is among
the nine countries invited by
India for the G-20 summit to
be hosted in New Delhi in
September 2023.

Egypt is one of India’s most
important trading partners in
the African continent. Despite
the pandemic, the volume of
trade declined only marginal-
ly to US $ 4.5 billion in 2019-
20 and to US $ 4.15 billion in
2020-21.

Amid the Russia-Ukraine
conflict, India sent a wheat
consignment to the country.
Before the conflict, Egypt used
to import almost 80 per cent of
its wheat supplies from Russia
and Ukraine. In April this year,
the Egyptian Cabinet
announced the inclusion of
India in the list of accredited
countries which can supply
wheat to Egypt, thus ending a
long pending non-tariff barri-
er.
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The authorities have decided
to extend the ban on mobile
internet service in seven
Meghalaya districts till Saturday
morning. The suspension was
imposed following Tuesday’s vio-
lence to check spread of rumours
which could further worsen the
law and order situation.

Violence had erupted at
Mukroh village near the disputed
border between the two States in
the early hours of Tuesday after a
truck allegedly laden with illegally
felled timber was intercepted by
forest guards from Assam. Six
persons, including five tribal vil-
lagers from Meghalaya, a forest
guard from Assam, were killed.

On Thursday, Meghalaya

Chief Minister Conrad Sangma
met Union Home Minister Amit
Shah in New Delhi. Shah assured
him that a CBI probe will be ini-
tiated into the border violence.

Several social organisations
and student associations of
Meghalaya, including the influ-
ential Khasi Students Union
(KSU) and the Federation of
Khasi Jaintia and Garo People,
declared a “non-cooperation
movement” following the inci-
dent.

“We urged our brothers and
sisters working in both Central
and State Governments to support
us by not attending offices on
Friday as a mark of respect to the
victims of extra-judicial firing at
Mukroh by Assam Police,” KSU
General Secretary Donald V
Thabah said.

In Meghalaya capital Shillong,
attendance was thin in both
Central and State Government
offices. The situation is the same
in the seven districts of Khasi Hills
and Jaintia Hills region, officials

said.
The violence had led to the

suspension of fuel supply from
Assam to Meghalaya.

The Assam Petroleum
Mazdoor Union had sent letters
to IOC, HPCL and BPCL, inform-
ing them of its decision to not
load fuel in tankers meant for
Meghalaya following attacks on
trucks supplying non-petroleum
products in the last two days.
However, the decision was
changed on Friday.

“We have received assurance
from the Meghalaya authorities
that safety and security of the
tankers, our drivers and other staff
will be ensured. But we have also
told them that if any untoward
situation happens, we will imme-
diately stop the vehicles once
again,” APMU general secretary
Ramen Das said.

Sangma on Friday said there
is no shortage of petrol and diesel
in the State and requested all cit-
izens not to resort to panic buy-
ing of any essential commodities.
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From Page 1
The development was confirmed by

Queensland Police on Twitter.
“INTERPOL had issued a Red Corner

Notice (RCN), Control No. A-2639/3-2021
regarding the said accused; the CBI/INTER-
POL, New Delhi had got issued a non-bail-
able warrant, under The Extradition Act,
against his name from the Patiala House
Court on 21/11/2022,” an official statement
from the police read.

“On 25/11/2022 at 06:00 hrs, based upon
inputs shared by CBI/INTERPOL and
Australian counterparts, in an intelligence-
based operation, the accused was appre-
hended from near GT Karnal Road and

arrested
by Special
Cell u/s

41(1) CrPC,” it added.
Between October 28 and November 8

this year, Queensland police officers travelled
to India and were working in tandem with
agencies here to arrest Singh.

Toyah Cordingley (24) was walking her
dog on Wangetti Beach in Queensland
when she was killed in October 2018.
Singh, who worked as a nurse in Innisfail,
was the key suspect  in the case. He fled
Australia two days after Cordingley was
killed, leaving behind his job, wife and three
children. The Queensland Police had also
released images of Singh at the Sydney
International Airport earlier this month, just
moments before he left the country.
According to reports, Queensland Police had
also set up a WhatsApp link to receive tips
directly.
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In a bid to remove encroach-
ments on city roads by ille-

gal street vendors, the
Municipal Corporation of
Gurugram (MCG) will soon
conduct a massive drive against
hawkers operating outside des-
ignated vending 
zones.

According to the MCG
officials, a 20-member team has
been formed headed by Deputy
municipal commissioner
Vijaypal Yadav, to shift regis-
tered street vendors operating
in unauthorised areas to des-
ignated vending sites. 

Carts of vendors who
haven’t registered with MCG
will be confiscated, MCG offi-
cials said.

"A total of 10,000 street
vendors have registered with
the corporation, which has set
up 273 designated street vend-
ing zones with a capacity to
accommodate around 4500
vendors. Around 40% of carts
have been shifted to concerned
vending zones of the MCG,"
MCG commissioner Mukesh
Kumar Ahuja.
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The Delhi High Court on
Friday passed an interim

order restraining unauthorised
use of actor Amitabh
Bachchan's voice, image or any
other trait exclusively identifi-
able with him by any individ-
ual. The court's order came on
a lawsuit by the veteran actor
alleging exploitation of his
“publicity rights as a celebrity”
by several individuals, includ-
ing the persons behind a “KBC
lottery”.                 

Justice Navin Chawla said
it is undisputed that Bachchan
is a well-known personality and
is likely to suffer an irreparable
loss and disrepute if relief is not
granted at this stage. "I am of
the view that the plaintiff has
made out a prima facie case for
grant of ex parte interim relief,"
the Judge said. Senior lawyer
Harish Salve represented

Bachchan. 
The court directed telecom

authorities to take action to pull
down websites providing the
content in violation of
Bachchan's rights.  It also
directed telecom service
providers to block access to
telephone numbers circulat-
ing infringing messages. 

Salve said the relief of
injunction was sought not only
against the individuals named
in the lawsuit but also against
“john doe” parties or unknown
parties who may be exploiting
Bachchan's publicity 
rights. 

He said besides the lottery,
domain names were registered
under the actor's name; there
was “Amitabh Bachchan Video
Call” and even T-shirts bearing
his photographs.  

Salve cited many misuse
Bachchan’s popular TV game
show Kaun Banega Crorepati
(KBC).
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The Election Commission on
Friday ordered the suspension

of two additional district election
officials after allegations of "elec-
toral fraud" in Karnataka and
directed officials for a review of the deletions and
additions in the electoral rolls of three Assembly
seats in the State.

The EC also appointed officers from outside
the Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike
(BBMP), under which the three Assembly
seats fall, to oversee the exercise of ensuring the
purity of the electoral rolls.

The Election Commission directives came
a day after the Congress petitioned the poll

authority, seeking a detailed inves-
tigation into the "voter informa-
tion theft fraud" in Karnataka.

The poll watchdog directed
the chief electoral officer to share
a list of all deletions and additions
made to the electoral rolls of the

Shivajinagar, Chickpet and Mahadevapura
Assembly seats after January 1, 2022 with all the
recognised political parties so as to enable them
to file claims and objections.

The Congress had alleged that 27 lakh
names were deleted and 11 lakh voters added
to the voters' lists of the three Assembly con-
stituencies, claiming that the employees of a pri-
vate company had collected voters' data imper-
sonating as government officials.
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With entire nation is still to
recover from the shock of

the brutal murder of Shraddha
Walkar in the national capital,
a 26-year-old youth from
Bulandshahr surprised every-
one by allegedly making
inflammatory statements to
justify the sensational killing.

The Bulandshahr police

on Friday arrested the accused,
identified as Vikas Kumar, a
resident of the district, and later
booked him for involvement in
deliberate and malicious acts
with the intent to outrage reli-
gious feelings. Interestingly,
the accused had identified
himself as Rashid Khan before
the media but later he was
found to be Vikas Kumar.

Kumar told a journalist

that if a man is not in a good
mood, he can chop a woman
into 35 pieces.

Senior Superintendent of
Police of Bulandshahr, Shlok
Kumar, said, 'Two days back, a
video came to light in which a
youth, who claimed to be
Rashid Khan, was found mak-
ing objectionable comments. A
case was registered at the
Sikandrabad police station.”
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Aligarh, famous for manu-
facturing locks and hard-

ware, has the capacity to devel-
op defence equipment to safe-
guard the country as well and
efforts must be made in that
direction, Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath said
on Friday.

The Chief Minister said, “A
course of defence studies must
begin in the Maharaja
Mahendra Pratap Singh
University. The airport in Jewar
will make the area a hub of
logistics and transport, giving
jobs to lakhs of youth.”
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The Delhi Government’s
Directorate of Vigilance

(DoV) has recommended a
detailed probe by a "specialised
agency" into alleged irregular-
ities in the construction of
2,405 classrooms in 193
Government-run schools,
alleging it involved a scam of Rs
1,300 crore.  According to offi-
cials, the DoV has submitted its
report to Delhi Chief Secretary
Naresh Kumar.

Apart from several proce-
dural lapses and violation of
rules and manuals to tamper
with the tender process, the
DoV, in its report, has specifi-
cally underlined the role of pri-
vate persons Babbar & Babbar
Associates, who, without being

appointed as a consultant, not
only attended a crucial meeting
in the chamber of the then
PWD Minister, but also influ-
enced the Minister for post-
tender changes done in the
work contracts in the name of
“richer specifications” that
resulted in additional financial
implications of Rs 205 crore,
the report said.

It has also recommended
forwarding its findings along
with the replies of the PWD
and Education Department to
the Central Vigilance
Commission (CVC) for con-
sideration. “Extra constitu-

tional agencies/persons (like
M/s Babbar & Babbar
Associates) were running the
administration and dictating
the terms and conditions to the
officers and the entire admin-
istration both at policy level as
well as the execution level were
implementing such directions
of a private person in a place
like National Capital of the
Country, which is not only
against TBR, 1993 and other
rules, regulations and guide-
lines, besides being a serious
threat to securities aspect. This
kind of approach will lead to
administrative anarchy and

chaos,” the report further reads.
Responding to the report,
Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia, who is also in charge
of education and PWD port-
folios, during a press confer-
ence on Friday said, “I just read
somewhere that the reports
have been submitted to the
Chief Secretary and the vigi-
lance has recommended this
and it is shared with the media
even before sending it to the
Government. 

The truth is that all such
reports from FIRs,
chargesheets, and others are
written at the office of BJP. In
the so-called scam in the class-
rooms construction, the vigi-
lance report has been submit-
ted to the media and the Chief
Secretary. It has not been sub-
mitted to the Minister. 

It was also not submitted to
the Central Vigilance
C o m m i s s i o n
(CVC).”Meanwhile, the BJP
said the DoV’s report shows
that Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal is only "worried about

black money flowing to him
and not about children's edu-
cation". Addressing a press
conference, the BJP's national
spokesperson Gaurav Bhatia
demanded that Kejriwal either
dismiss his corrupt Ministers or
tender resignation.

He alleged "corrupt
Gabbar" Kejriwal colluded with
private company "Babbar and
Babbar Associates" to con-
struct classrooms without float-
ing a tender, violating the
guidelines of the CVC and
PWD.

The CVC, in a report dated
February 17, 2020, highlighted
"glaring irregularities" in con-
struction of over 2,400 class-
rooms in Delhi Government
schools by the PWD. 

It had sent report to DoV
seeking its comments on mat-
ter but AAP Government did
not pursue matter for two-and-
half years until Lieutenant
Governor VK Saxena, directed
Chief Secretary to inquire into
delay in August this year, and
submit a report in this regard.
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal called the excise

policy scam case "fake" on
Friday and alleged that
attempts were made to frame
Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia in it, whereas the CBI
found nothing against him in
its probe. The AAP called it
"Satyamev Jayate", saying all
allegations against Sisodia fell
flat.

"Manish's name is not in
the CBI chargesheet. The whole
case is fake. Nothing was found
in the raids. A total of 800 offi-
cers found nothing in the probe
for four months. 

Manish offered hope of a
good future to crores of poor
children in the country through
a revolution in education. I am
sorry that a conspiracy was
hatched to defame such a per-
son by implicating him in a
false case," Kejriwal said in a
tweet in Hindi. Later in the day,
Sisodia demanded that
Lieutenant-Governor VK
Saxena and Chief Secretary

Naresh Kumar be sacked, alleg-
ing that he has been a "victim
of their witch-hunt". Hitting
out at the BJP, Sisodia said the
party sent the CBI and the ED,
and raided his residence, but
never found anything. 

“The CBI’s chargesheet has
made it clear that no Excise
Scam has taken place in Delhi;
rest of the allegations will be
proven false in court. 800 offi-
cers were deployed to conduct
over 500 raids across the coun-
try but the CBI couldn't find
anything,” he said.

The ruling AAP also asked
the BJP to tender an apology to
Delhiites and the countrymen
for "blatantly lying about the
issue" and called Saxena and
Kumar the "masterminds"
behind the "conspiracy" against
the Delhi Government.

“CBI could not find even

an iota of evidence against
Deputy CM Manish Sisodia.
This makes it clear that all the
allegations were a sham. Delhi
Lieutenant Governor Vinai
Kumar Saxena and Chief
Secretary Naresh Kumar were
masterminds behind the con-
spiracy against the Delhi
Government; they have been
exposed. BJP should tender an
apology to the entire country,
along with the children of
Delhi and their parents; this is
a victory of the people of
Delhi," said senior AAP leader
Saurabh Bhardwaj, while
addressing the media.

AAP Delhi convener Gopal
Rai said the BJP should tender
an apology to Delhiites and the
countrymen for blatantly lying
about the issue."Under BJP's
pressure, Sisodia was named as
'accused no 1'. A 10,000 page
chargesheet has been filed in
which the name of the first
accused is not there. 

Today it was proved that
BJP is not Bharatiya Janata
Party but Bharatiya Jhoothi
Party. The BJP should apologise
to the people of Delhi and India
for spreading blatant lies. If the
level of politics declines like
this, it is a danger for democ-
racy as well," he said.
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Aday after accusing the BJP
of "hatching a conspiracy to

assassinate" Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal, fear-
ing poll defeats in Gujarat and
the MCD, his deputy Manish
Sisodia Friday demanded a
probe into it. A delegation of
AAP leaders led by its
spokesperson Saurabh
Bhardwaj filed a complaint to
the State Election Commission. 

Meanwhile, BJP MP Manoj
said he was concerned about
the safety of Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal and
rejected the allegation that his
party was conspiring to kill
him, saying it was an old script
of the AAP.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here, Sisodia also alleged
that the kind of language used
by BJP leader Manoj Tiwari on
Thursday against Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal is an "open
threat". "His language betrays
the conspiracy being hatched to
assassinate Arvind Kejriwal.
We also demand that Manoj
Tiwari be arrested for this

threat," Sisodia said. In a com-
plaint to the State Election
Commission,  the AAP leaders
have alleged that the BJP has
made multiple unsuccessful
attempts to defame and demor-
alize Arvind Kejriwal  and his
party  through negative state-
ments in the media and
unfounded conspiracies. “With
the MCD and Gujarat Assembly
elections coming up, it is clear
that Manoj Tiwari and BJP are
aware and may be planning a
conspiracy to

kill Arvind Kejriwal. There
has never been a bigger threat
to the democracy of our coun-
try,” the party said. Meanwhile,
Raj Niwas sources said tht Delhi
Lieutenant Governor has taken

note of tweets and statements by
AAP leaders, including Deputy
Chief Minister Manish Sisodia
and asked the Police
Commissioner to ensure that
such eventuality- orchestrated,
or other wise, do not happen, to
the farthest possible extent.

Reacting on the allegations,
BJP MP said he was concerned
about the safety of Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal and
rejected the allegation that his
party was conspiring to kill
him, saying it was an old script
of the AAP. " AAP  worker
Sandeep Bhardwaj did not com-
mit suicide but he has been
murdered. The way an AAP
MLA was thrashed by his own
party volunteers for selling
MCD poll tickets, I am con-
cerned about the safety of
Kejriwal. 

Sisodia is reading the old
script that BJP is conspiring to
kill Kejriwal. He does this every
year, claiming murder threat to
Kejriwal. I don't understand
what is going on as Kejriwal
claims Sisodia will be arrested,
Sisodia himself prophecies that
Kejriwal will be murdered,"
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The BJP released its mani-
festo for the MCD polls,

promising f lats to slum
dwellers, cheap meals for Rs 5
through 50 Annapurna Rasois
run by women, free bicycles to
girl students, 1,000 permanent
Chhath ghats, new cow shel-
ters, development of "happi-
ness" areas and additional
exemption of five per cent in
property tax to them and free
cycles to girl students BJP if it
comes to power in the civic
body polls again.

In the manifesto, the party
has listed out its women-cen-
tric initiatives that include pro-
viding an additional exemption
of five per cent in the proper-
ty tax from the existing 15 per
cent for properties completely
owned by women. 

The party has promised to
ensure self-employment oppor-
tunities, quality health facilities
and dignified life to women.
Delhi BJP's 12-point Municipal
Corporation of Delhi poll man-

ifesto titled 'Sankalp Patra',
promising f lats to slum
dwellers, 1,000 permanent
Chhath ghats, cow shelters and
development of "happiness"
areas, was released by party
leaders, including Union
Minister Piyush Goyal.

Releasing the manifesto,
Union Commerce Minister
Piyush Goyal alleged that the
AAP government's achieve-
ments in Delhi are nothing
except corruption and public-

ity. He said the Arvind
Kejriwal-led party has been
exposed and the "people
betrayed by it will no longer be
misled". 

The manifesto also pledged
various women-centric initia-
tives, including 50 Annapurna
Rasois, which will provide
meals to the needy for Rs 5 per
plate, to be run by them. It also
promised a 5-per cent addi-
tional rebate to women in
property registration. 
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The AAP will win more than
230 seats in the MCD elec-

tions in Delhi on the slogan of
‘Kejriwal ki sarkar, Kejriwal ke
Parshad’, party convener and
Minister Gopal Rai said.

In an interview with The
Pioneer, Rai talked about sev-
eral issues ranging from sani-
tation to health and education.

Accusing the BJP of
indulging in corruption instead
of developing basic amenities,
he said that people trusted the
saffron party and gave them 15
years in the MCD. Still, they
failed to deliver on every front.

“We are conducting door-
to-door campaigns on a daily
basis to reach out to voters and
make them aware of the work
done by Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal in the national Capital. 

“Our star campaigners,
including Manish Sisodia and
Atishi, among others, are also
on the field to ensure the vic-
tory of the AAP in the civic
elections,” said Rai.

Talking about the contro-
versy that erupted over ticket
distribution involving a par-
ticular ward, he said that the
process of facilitating tickets for
candidates involved the short-
listing of 11 names and giving
the party’s approval after a
thorough survey and assess-
ment on the ground. 

“There is a bit of disap-
pointment among people
whose names were shortlisted,
but who were not given the
ticket,” Rai said.

Rai denied the claims made
by the BJP saying that the
party has been very fair in pro-
viding ticket to the candidates

and all the rumours about the
AAP selling tickets were float-
ed just to malign the party’s
image.

“The accusations against
the party for allegedly being
involved in acts of corruption
were all fake and the people of
the city know it. We have vis-
ited almost every household in
Delhi and no one is talking
about it. 

They just want good
schools, clean roads in their
locality, which only Kejriwal
can provide them,” said Rai.

Rai also asked that if the
MCD has been facing such a
major financial crisis that it
could not even pay the salaries
of its employees, then how did
the Councilors get so rich?

He also spoke about the
recently surfaced video con-
troversy, stating that the AAP
is not being a bit on the defen-
sive side in this election after
the videos of Minister
Satyendar Jain went viral.

"We are no one to com-
ment on the videos of Jain as
the matter is in the hands of the
Court,” Rai stated.

Rai further said that this
election is about providing
basic amenities to the people of
Delhi and solving their day-to-
day issues. 

The AAP is showcasing the
work being done by them in
the city in front of Delhiites
instead of playing the blame
game, Rai added.
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Union Minister for
Information and

Broadcasting Anurag Thakur
on Friday held public meetings
in Dilshad Colony, Welcome
Colony, Lalita Park, and
Patparganj wards and urged
people to vote for the BJP.

Interacting with people, the
Union Minister highlighted
the works done by the BJP in
the national Capital. He also
requested the residents that if
they want the development
work to continue they should
vote for the saffron party.
Thakur  said the AAP
Government in Delhi has

become synonymous with
anarchy, and alcohol, scams,
and corruption are its three
friends. Campaigning for the
BJP ahead of the Delhi civic
body polls on December 4,
Thakur said Kejriwal penned
an unforgettable chapter on
"the politics of lies" in his
seven years in power.

"The AAP Government in
Delhi has become synonymous
with anarchy. It has three
friends, alcohol, scams and
corruption," he said at public
meetings in Dilshad Colony,
Welcome Colony, Lalita Park
and Patparganj. 

Thakur said the AAP made
tall claims in Uttar Pradesh and
Uttarakhand ahead of
Assembly polls there but lost its
security deposits. "As soon as
the AAP formed the
Government in Punjab, their
Health Minister had to resign
on charges of corruption.
Delhi's Health Minister is in
jail, enjoying massages and

having fun,” a statement quot-
ed him as saying."From mineral
water to massage, all five star
facilities are available in jail. It
can happen only in Kejriwal's
model. AAPs Ministers do cor-
ruption and Kejriwal gives
them certificates of honesty,"
Thakur said. The minister also
accused Kejriwal of indulging
in politics of appeasement. "He
gave salary to clerics of
mosques, but not to priests of
temples and gurdwaras," he
said. The Delhi BJP in a state-
ment said 15 senior leaders,
including Uttarakhand Chief
Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami
and party's General Secretary
Kailash Vijayvargiya, addressed
around 60 public meetings.

At a rally in city's north-
eastern part, Dhami said this
election will change  fortunes
of Delhi. He said Uttarakhand
residents are reaping benefits of
double-engine government in
hill state and  same is going to
happen in Delhi as well.
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Delhi Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia on Friday

held nukkad sabhas at various
locations in the national
Capital including Punjabi
Bagh, Raghuveer Nagar,
Paschim Vihar, Madipur, Rani
Bagh, Janakpuri South,
Mahavir Enclave, and
Janakpuri West. 

Sisodia appealed to the
public to vote for the Kejriwal-
led AAP into power in MCD
and also choose an AAP coun-
cillor to ensure development in
their ward.

“People of Delhi have
given so much love and respect
to Kejriwal that it is freaking
out BJP leaders. They are frus-
trated because of their certain

defeat in upcoming MCD polls.
It is sure that the public will
wipe BJP out of MCD this time
and now its leaders are con-
spiring to kill Kejriwal, threat-
ening him for life openly,” said

Sisodia.“People of Delhi are
with Arvind Kejriwal and they
will not tolerate any attack on
their son Arvind Kejriwal, BJP
must not forget this,” Sisodia
asserted.People across Delhi

have taken their decision to
give a chance to Kejriwal in
MCD too because when they
gave a chance to Kejriwal in
Delhi government, he did sev-
eral works and made Delhi a
better place to live. 

“Delhiites need to under-
stand that if there will be a
Kejriwal government in MCD
and councillors will be of BJP
in any ward, then the chances
of development in that partic-
ular area might reduce because
after the elections, BJP coun-
cillors will have just one agen-
da which is to fight with CM
and restrict development work. 

The kind of development
an AAP councillor will bring
into the ward, that is not pos-
sible in the tenure of a BJP
councillor.” alleged Sisodia.
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The Delhi High Court Friday
directed the Delhi govern-

ment to ensure strict compli-
ance with the statutory provi-
sions of the Employment As
Manual Scavengers And Their
Rehabilitation Act and the
rules framed under it.

The high court noted the
affidavits filed on record make
it clear that the Delhi
Commission for Safai
Karamcharis (DCSK) is inves-
tigating, examining and mon-
itoring all matters relating to
the safeguards to be provided

to Safai Karamcharis residing
in Delhi, as provided under the
Act and the Constitution of
India, and a periodical assess-
ment is also carried out by the
commission.

“The government shall also
keep in mind the various rec-
ommendations submitted by
the DCSK from time to time
and shall take a decision posi-
tively within a period of 60 days
of any such recommendation
being made by the commission
to the government,” a bench of
Chief Justice Satish Chandra
Sharma and Justice
Subramonium Prasad said.
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Around 100 shops were gut-
ted in a massive fire in the

wholesale market of Bhagirath
Palace area in Chandni Chowk
here even as the cooling opera-
tions are currently underway. No
injuries have been reported so
far. Five major buildings got
affected during the fire-fighting
operations out of which three
collapsed, according to fire
department official.

Traders in Bhagirath Palace
have blamed narrow lanes, poor
infrastructure, and inflammable
material for the blaze in the
wholesale market and the delay
in fire tenders reaching the
spot.  The firefighting operations

were "poorly executed" due to
which the fire spread to several
shops and caused losses worth
"hundreds of crores", they
claimed while demanding finan-
cial compensation from the
government. According to the
fire department, a call about the
blaze was received at 9.19 pm on
Thursday and 40 fire tenders
were rushed to spot. 

At present, 22 fire tenders
are engaged in cooling process
as fire has been brought under
control after more than 12
hours, a fire department official
said.The fire broke out in a shop
in Mahalaxmi Market and soon
spread to adjacent ones, all deal-
ing in electrical appliances, offi-
cials said. 
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India and France will discuss
the entire spectrum of their

defence ties during talks here
between French Defence
Minister Sébastien Lecornu
and his Indian counterpart
Rajnath Singh on November
27-28.  The talks are part of the
India-French Annual Defence
Dialogue.

As part of the Annual
Defence Dialogue, Lecornu,
who is visiting India for the first
time as defence minister, will
hold wide-ranging talks with
Rajnath.  

The parleys will cover all
aspects of defence cooperation,
including operational defence
ties, counter-terrorism, mar-
itime security in the Indo-
Pacific, and industrial and
technological partnerships in
line with India’s “Aatmanirbhar
Bharat” policy.In his meeting

with External Affairs Minister
S. Jaishankar, he will  discuss
global issues of common con-
cern, including the situation in
Europe and in the Indo-Pacific,
and will convey France’s full
support for India’s Presidency
of the G20, which is beginning
on December one, French
embassy statement said here on
Friday.

Lecornu will also meet
National Security
Adviser(NSA)Ajit Doval for
discussions on regional security
issues and close cooperation in
combating terrorism. During
his visit, Lecornu will visit the

National War Memorial in
Delhi to pay tribute to India’s
soldiers who have laid down
their lives in the line of duty.

In Kochi on November 27,
Lecornu will visit INS Vikrant,
India’s first indigenously
designed and built aircraft car-
rier.  He will take this oppor-
tunity to highlight the impor-
tance of Indo-French naval
cooperation for security and
stability in the Indo-Pacific.
The visit reaffirms France’s
engagement in the Indo-Pacific
and India’s centrality in the
French strategy for the region. 

It comes in a year that has
seen an acceleration of the
French and Indian armed
forces’ endeavours towards
even greater interoperability
through joint air, navy, and
army exercises, such as IMEX
22 (March), Varuna (March-
April), and the recently-con-
cluded Garuda (October-
November).
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The government plans to
shelve the proposal for reg-

istration of digital media under
the colonial era law dealing
with registration of newspapers
and periodicals, a senior offi-
cial said on Friday.

The Information and
Broadcasting Ministry had pro-
posed to include registration of
digital media as part of amend-
ments to the Press and
Registration of Books (PRB)
Act, 1867, but is likely to shelve
it after it received comments
against the move."We are

reviewing that proposal.
Registration of digital media
may not be there in the final
version," the official said.

Information and
Broadcasting Minister Anurag
Thakur, at a media event, had
said that the government
planned to amend the PRB Act
that dated back to the colonial
era as part of its efforts aimed
at "ease of doing business" in
the media sector.

"Starting a newspaper was
a cumbersome task. One had to
do several rounds of the office
of District Magistrate and
offices in Delhi. I assure you

that this entire process will be
done online. If it takes about
four months to register a news-
paper, it will happen within
seven days," Thakur said. He
said the government had left
the issue of regulation of print
and digital media to the respec-
tive sectors.

"Be it digital or print, we
have left it for self-regulation.
Newspapers always publish
news with authenticity, but
social media does pose a chal-
lenge. We are treating this
issue with utmost caution as we
have to strike a fine balance in
this regard," Thakur said. 
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New Delhi: India's first-ever
Night Sky Sanctuary, being
set up by the Council of
Scientific and Industrial
Research (CSIR), under Union
Ministry of Science &
Technology, in Ladakh’s Hanle
is moving towards reality with
work on it going on in full
swing. It is likely to be com-
pleted in over a month’s time.

A first-of-its-kind unique
initiative, the Night Sky
Sanctuary in Ladakh is locat-
ed at Hanle as a part of
Changthang Wildlife
Sanctuary. 

Spanning 22 km in radius
centred around Hanle obser-
vatory, the Sanctuary will boost
Astro tourism in India and will
be one of world’s highest-
located sites for optical, infra-
red, and gamma-ray tele-
scopes. “The Night Sky
Sanctuary will attract tourists

from across the world to pic-
turesque Ladakh and also
boost astro-tourism in region,”
said Union Minister of Atomic
Energy and Space, Dr Jitendra
Singh after holding a meeting
with Lieutenant Governor of
Ladakh, R K Mathur here.

In June, a tripartite pact
was signed between officials of
IIA, the Ladakh Union
Territory administration and
the Ladakh Autonomous Hill
Development Council.  

The signing ceremony was
held in the presence of Mathur,
Professor Annapurni
Subramaniam, director, Indian
Institute of Astrophysics (IIA),
Bengaluru and Jamyang
Namgyal, MP, Ladakh and
other officials. 

Once declared as the Hanle
Dark Sky Reserve (HDSR),
the administration, local coun-
cil members along with scien-

tists will collectively work
towards preservation of night
sky from unwanted light pol-
lution and illumination — a
serious threat to scientific
observations and natural sky
conditions and a growing men-
ace, world over, said an official
from the IIA.

Being a cold desert region,
Ladakh holds great potential
for undertaking uninterrupted
astronomical observations.
Dry weather and clear sky
conditions prevail during most
months of year, making Hanle
a naturally perfect setup for sky
gazing and setting up astro-
nomical observatories, the offi-
cial added.

At a height of 4,500 metres,
Hanle is already home to an
optical, a gamma ray and an
infrared telescope at Indian
Astronomical Observatory
complex operated by IIA. PNS
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Unmanned Aerial Vehicles
(UAVs) or drones, which

were deployed to deliver
Covid-19 vaccines to access
compromised areas and
strengthen the vaccine delivery
system, can play a vital role in
India's battle against
Tuberculosis (TB) by reducing
sputum transportation time.

A team of researchers from
the ICMR reached this con-
clusion after conducting a fea-
sibility study comparing trans-
portation test between two
mode of vehicles — UAVs and
conventional bikes in Chamba
in Himachal  Pradesh. Vishal
Thakur, Parasuraman
G a n e s h k u m a r ,
Sundaramoorthy Lakshmanan
and Polani Rubeshkumar from
ICMR – National Institute of
Epidemiology, Chennai
observed that sputum trans-

portation by UAVs was feasible,
cheaper and an ef?cacious
potential alternative to con-
ventional modes of trans-
portation.

The study is published in
the Royal Society of Tropical
Medicine and Hygiene. The
ICMR researchers had con-
ducted a non-randomized
interventional study and com-
pared the advantages of sputum
transport between UAVs and
motorbikes (conventional).

At least, 151 transporta-
tions rounds were conducted
and it was found that trans-
portation by UAV was faster
than by motorbike though the
latter covered a greater distance
than the former.The recurrent
cost per transport using an
UAV was also less than by
motorbike. All 26 stakeholders
agreed that UAVs would reduce
the turnaround time for diag-
nosis of drug-resistant TB, said

the study Unreliable trans-
portation methods, an inade-
quate workforce, difficult ter-
rains and improper cold chain
pose challenges to specimen
transportation in low- to mid-
dle-income countries.

The researchers also found
that UAVs can overcome these
challenges and could trans-
port specimens at lower cost.
“Transportation through UAVs
will not affect the quality of
specimens and results. 

In India, under the Revised
National Tuberculosis Control
Program (RNTCP), early diag-
nosis of TB relies on passive
case ?nding. The reported delay
in diagnosing TB ranged from
25 to 185 days. Harnessing
innovative delivery approach-
es would reduce the delay in
diagnosis, and one such inno-
vation is using UAVs for sam-
ple transportation. All 26
RNTCP managers who were

interviewed agreed on UAV
implementation for sputum
transport, saying it was a safer
mode of transport and would
reduce the turnaround time for
diagnosing MDR-TB. 

However, UAVs have lim-
itations such as a limited capac-
ity for the number of samples
transported, and adverse
weather conditions that can
affect their ?ight, noted the
study. 

Based on the outcome, the
researchers have called upon
the government to modify its
policies related to civilian use
of UAVs, “which will bridge
service delivery gaps in the
healthcare system.” 

The researchers have also
suggested the Government to
design and conduct well- struc-
tured interventional studies to
document the effects of UAVs
in improving operational and
health-related outcomes.
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With the “success” of the
current lot of fully air-

conditioned Vande Bharat
Express Trains, the Indian
Railways has now decided to
roll them out with sleeper
coaches also to make it much
affordable for the common
man. 

The latest version of the
indigenous trains with sleeper
coaches will be operational by
the first quarter of 2024 and
work on few routes to run the
popular trains has started.

A senior railway official
expressed confidence that the
current set of Vande Bharat
trains have already completed
a running of eight lakh kilo-

meters which is enough to
prove success of ‘Make in India’
product of train. Before new
indigenous model goes to the
world market to compete with
China’s rolling stock capacity
and capability, the railways is
planning to clock 10-12 lakh
kilometers on 75 Vande Bharat
trains over the next few years.

Sources said Railways is
exploring to export Vande
Bharat trains by 2025-26 to
markets in Europe, South
America and East Asia. "The
ecosystem to export trains has
to be created over the next two
to three years. We are on track
to manufacture 475 Vande
Bharat trains in the next three
years and once they run suc-
cessfully there will be confi-
dence in global markets about

our product. The Vande Bharat
trains meet all international
standards," he said. He also said
that while present Vande
Bharat trains are fit for broad
gauge, the railways' manufac-
turing units will customise
trains to run on standard
gauges used by countries across
the world.

He also said that while the
present Vande Bharat trains are
fit for broad gauge, the railways'
manufacturing units will cus-
tomise the trains to run on
standard gauges used by coun-
tries across the world. 

As per the study so far on
Vande Bharat trains, it has a
rider index of three, which
means no or minimal jolts for
passengers; and noise level of
65 decibel which is 100 times

less than sound produced in
aircraft. Railways is construct-
ing a 59 km testing track
between Gudha-Thathana
Mithri in Jodhpur Division
(about 70 Km from Jaipur) for

carrying out tests/trials of var-
ious rolling stocks. This track
can test trains running at a
maximum speed of 220 kmph,
maneuvering a variety of
curves.

New Delhi: India will get its
first tilting trains by 2025-26,
with 100 Vande Bharat trains
being manufactured using this
technology which enables
trains to maneuver curves at
higher speeds, just as a motor-
bike on a winding road,
Railway officials said.  

They said 100 of the 400
Vande Bharat trains to be
manufactured by 2025 will

have this technology. Tilting
trains have a mechanism
enabling higher speed on reg-
ular broad-gauge tracks. They
tilt while negotiating a bend or
curve on the track. 

Such trains are now oper-
ational in 11 countries — Italy,
Portugal, Slovenia, Finland,
Russia, the Czech Republic, the
UK, Switzerland, China,
Germany and Romania.
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Ahead of the winter session of the Parliament
commencing on December 7, the government

has convened two all-party meetings – one on
December 5 to inform leaders about India's prepa-
rations for the G20 meetings that New Delhi will
host over the next one year and another on
December 6 to discuss the legislative business and
important issues likely to be taken up in the ses-
sion.

The session that will continue till December
29  will have 17 sittings spread over 23 days.

While India will officially assume the G20
Presidency from December 1, Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Pralhad Joshi has invited presi-
dents of nearly 40 parties for the meeting on G20
and Prime Minister Narendra Modi will also be
present.

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar is like-
ly to attend the meeting at the Rashtrapati Bhavan,
sources said.The next G20 Leaders' Summit at the
level of heads of state or government is scheduled
to be held on September 9 and 10, next year, here.
Several G20 meetings will be held in various parts
of the country during the year-long period. Joshi

also sent out invitations to the floor leaders of polit-
ical parties in Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha for the
December 6 meeting on Parliament’s legislative
business. "It is my pleasure to invite you for a meet-
ing of floor leaders of political parties in Lok
Sabha/Rajya Sabha to discuss legislative business
and important issues likely to be taken up in  ensu-
ing winter session of Parliament," invite read.
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Days after British Prime
Minister Rishi Sunak

announced 3,000 student visas
for Indian nationals, its High
Commission here on Friday
said England has issued
1,27,731 visas to Indians this
year ending September 2022.
It was an increase of 93,470
(+273%) compared to 2019
(34,261).

The High Commission
also said Indian nationals also
continue to be the top nation-
ality granted ‘Worker’ visas,
accounting for 39% of the
total with 56,042 visas issued.
It was an increase by 26,490
(+90%) as compared to 2019
(29,552).

Sunak on November 17
green-lit a new youth mobili-
ty partnership scheme that will
offer 3,000 visas to 18-30-
year-old degree-educated
Indians every year to live and
work in the United
Kingdom(UK) for up to two
years.  

This decision came hours
after he met Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on the side-
lines of the G-20 summit in
Bali, Indonesia.

The reciprocal scheme,
which will also involve British
nationals living and working
in India, was signed as part of
the UK-India Migration and
Mobility Partnership (MMP)
last year and will now be for-
mally launched in early 2023. 

The scheme was launched
by Sunak as part of the UK’s
Indo-Pacific focus at the G20
Summit in Bali, where he met

Modi to confirm the new
bespoke route and which
Downing Street said makes
India the first visa-national
country to benefit from such
a scheme.

“I know first-hand the
incredible value of the deep
cultural and historic ties we
have with India,” said Sunak,
UK’s first Indian-origin PM.

“I am pleased that even
more of India’s brightest young
people will now have the
opportunity to experience all
that life in the UK has to offer
— and vice-versa — making
our economies and societies
richer,” he said.

The launch of the UK-
India Young Professionals
Scheme is dubbed a “signifi-
cant moment” for the bilater-
al relationship and the UK’s
wider commitment to forging
stronger links with the Indo-
Pacific to strengthen both
Indian and British economies.

It is also seen as an effort
to propel the ongoing free
trade agreement (FTA) nego-
tiations, which are now
expected to run until at least
March next year.
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Th e
Supreme

Court on
Friday sought
the Central
Government’s response to sep-
arate pleas by two gay couples
seeking registration of their
marriages under the Special
Marriage Act.  

A bench, headed by Chief
Justice DY Chandrachud, who
was also part of the
Constitution bench which in
2018 decriminalised consen-
sual gay sex, issued notice to

the Centre besides seeking the
assistance of Attorney General
for India R Venkataramani in
dealing with the pleas.   “Issue
notice returnable in four weeks.
Liberty to serve the central
agency. Notice be also issued to
the Attorney General for India
as well,” the bench, which also
comprised Justice Hima Kohli,
said.  

The top court's five-judge
Constitution bench, in a path-
breaking unanimous judge-
ment delivered on September
6, 2018, held consensual sex
among adult homosexuals or
heterosexuals in private space
is not a crime while striking
down a part of the British-era

penal law which criminalised it
on the ground that it violated
the constitutional right to
equality and dignity.  

Senior advocate Mukul
Rohatgi, appearing for the gay
couples, said the issue was a
sequel to the Navtej Singh
Johar and the Puttaswamy
judgments (gay sex and right to
privacy verdicts respectively).
This is a living issue and not a
property issue, he said, adding
“we are only here talking about
the Special Marriage Act.”   

The pleas seek a direction
that the right to marry a per-
son of one's choice be extend-
ed to LGBTQ (lesbian, gay,
bisexual, and transgender and

queer) people as part of their
fundamental right. One of the
petitions has sought interpre-
tation of the Special Marriage
Act, 1954 in a gender-neutral
manner where a person is not
discriminated due to their sex-
ual orientation. The plea was
filed by gay couple Supriyo
Chakraborty and Abhay Dang
who live in Hyderabad. 

The second petition has
been filed by Parth Phiroze
Mehrotra and Uday Raj.
Besides Rohatgi, senior advo-
cates Saurabh Kirpal and
Tahira Karanjawala appeared
for the petitioner. A similar
petition is already pending
before Delhi High Court also. 

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Friday closed the suo
motu proceedings it had ini-
tiated in 2016 for filling up the
vacancies in the Armed Forces
Tribunal (AFT) after the
Centre informed 23 members
have been appointed to the
panel including 11 judicial
members earlier this month.

A bench of Justices MR
Shah and MM Sundresh took
on record the Centre's notifi-
cation dated November 15

appointing 11 judicial mem-
bers and 12 administrative
members to the Tribunal. 

The bench said, "At the
relevant time, this court took
suo motu cognizance of non-
appointment of judicial mem-
bers which has resulted in
denial of justice in the absence
of judicial members and
orders of AFT were not
enforced".

It said the Centre has
informed the court about the

notification issued by the
Department of Personnel and
Training (DoPT) on
November 15, 2022 giving
effect to these appointments.
"We take note of the notifica-
tion dated November 15, 2022,
and close the proceedings. If
the bar association of the prin-
cipal bench has any grievance,
it should be raised before the
appropriate forum to be con-
sidered as per law," the bench
said. (PTI) 
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Resisting the Supreme Court's
attempt to revisit the 2016

demonetisation exercise, the
government said on Friday the
court cannot decide a matter
when no tangible relief can be
granted by way of "putting the
clock back" and "unscrambling
a scrambled egg". The remarks
by Attorney General R
Venkataramani came after the
apex court asked the Centre to
explain whether it consulted
the the Central Board of the RBI
before undertaking demoneti-
sation. A five-judge Constitution

bench headed by Justice S A
Nazeer is hearing a batch of 58
petitions challenging the demon-
etisation exercise. "The only
submission you have made is
that these are all economic issues
done by experts (so) don't touch
it. What is your opposition to the
plea of the other side? Tell us
what is your submission to
counter their submissions. They
said it is not in conformity with
section 26 (2) of the RBI Act.
"You are arguing that the objec-
tives set out have been achieved.
But, we want you to address the
allegation that the process fol-
lowed was flawed. Show us the

procedure was followed or not,"
the Bench said.

The court's observation
came after Venkataramani
defended the demonetisation
policy and said the court should
refrain from exercising judicial
review of the executive decision.
"It is well settled that if the rel-
evance of scrutiny disappears,
the court will not render opin-
ion on questions of academic
value. The court will not grant
a declaration when no tangible
relief can be granted by way of
putting the clock back which is
unscrambling a scrambled egg,"
Venkataramani said. 
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Amonth after 10 European
tourists were deported to

their respective countries from
Assam after accusations that
they were engaged in mission-
ary work, a prominent
Northeastern Christian organ-
isation on Friday expressed
concern over “false allegations”
of conversion.

Claiming that it is an effort
to “malign” the community, the
United Christian Forum of
North East India (NEI), said it
has rendered yeoman service in
the field of education, health
and social development to all
sections in society irrespective
of caste, creed, or ethnicity.

Spokesperson of United
Christian Forum, NEI, Allen
Brooks said in a release the
“alarming news being spread
about conversion has caused us
great anxiety”.

Christian leaders repre-
senting all the Churches of the
region, including the Council
of Baptist Church in North East
India, Church of North India,
Presbyterian Church of India,
North East Christian Council
(all Protestant churches),
Evangelical Fellowship Of India
(all Pentecostal churches) and
Regional Catholic Bishops
Conference of North East India
(all Catholic churches of NEI)
had met here on Thursday to
discuss the issue.
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In a development that came
after the death of a lion, the

Sanjay Gandhi National Park
(SGNP) in Borivali has
acquired a pair of young Asiatic
Lions from the Sakkarbaug
Zoological Park (SZP) at
Junagadh from the neighbour-
ing Gujarat, in exchange for a
youthful tiger pair.

The lion pair (D11 –
Panthera Leo Persica) and D22
(Panthera Leo Persica) , both
aged three years each, arrived
at SGNP from Gujarat on
Friday, while the tiger pair  —
Bajarang (Panthera Tigris
Tigris—6 years) and Durga
(Panthera Tigris Tigris-3 years)
are being sent to SZP at
Junagadh either on Friday
night or on Saturday, 

The barter deal between

the SGNP and SZP came after
the Central Zoo Authority
(CZA) go ahead for it in the
wake of the death of 17-year-
old lion Ravindra on October
17, 2022 

Following the CZA clear-
ance, the SGNP despatched a
pair of young tigers – Bajrang
to the SZP in a swap with the
male and female Asiatic 
Lions.

While Bajrang and Durga
were caught from the forests of
Chandrapur district in eastern
Maharashtra, the two incoming
lions were born in the wild and

trapped by the SZP.
Currently, there’s only one

11-year-old male lion left at the
SGNP. The ailing lion Jespa has
been kept isolated as he is
found suffering from aging
problems.

“Jespa lion has been suf-
fering from severe chronic
osteoarthritis leading to pro-
gressive muscular degeneration
of hind muscles. This has led to
multiple decubitus ulcers (bed
sores) and septic wounds and
abscess. He has been unable to
get up for the last 15 days,” a
senior SGNP official said. 
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Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Friday said anti-

social elements earlier indulged
in violence in Gujarat as the
Congress supported them, but
after the perpetrators were
“taught a lesson” in 2002, they
stopped such activities and the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
established “permanent peace”
in the state.

Parts of Gujarat had wit-
nessed large-scale violence in
2002 following the train burn-
ing incident at Godhra railway
station in February that year.

Addressing a rally in
Mahudha town of Kheda dis-
trict in support of BJP candi-
dates ahead of the next month's
Assembly elections, Shah
alleged, “During the Congress
rule in Gujarat (before 1995),
communal riots were rampant.
Congress used to incite people
of different communities and
castes to fight against each
other. Through such riots,
Congress had strengthened its

vote bank and did injustice to
a large section of the society.”

Shah claimed that Gujarat
witnessed riots in 2002 because
perpetrators became habitual of
indulging in violence due to the
prolonged support they
received from the Congress.

“But after they were taught
a lesson in 2002, these elements
left that path (of violence).
They refrained from indulging
in violence from 2002 till 2022.
BJP has established perma-
nent peace in Gujarat by tak-
ing strict action against those
who used to indulge in com-
munal violence,” the Union
minister said.

Thanking Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for abrogating
Article 370 from Jammu and
Kashmir, Shah alleged that the
Congress was against it because
of its “vote bank”.
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After completion of delimi-
tation and special summa-

ry revision of electoral rolls in
the Union Territory of Jammu
and Kashmir, a total number of
7.72 lakh voters have been
added in the final electoral
rolls. With this the total elec-
torate has now risen from
7586899  to  8359771   voters
in the 90 Assembly segments.

According to the press
statement issued by the office
of the Chief Electoral officer, 
J&K  a net increase of 772872
electors has been registered in
the Final Electoral Roll, i.e. a
10.19% net increase of the reg-
istered electors over the Draft
Roll. This was for the first time
in the history of J&K that
more than 11 lakh names were
included in a single special
summary revision period.

During this period a record
1140768 claims were received
through Form- 6 for inclusion
of names in the Electoral Rolls
across the UT. Out of these,
1128672 claims were accepted

and only 12096 claims were
rejected. This included 301961
claims of inclusion in the age
group of 18-19.

A total of 412157 requests
for deletion were received out
of which 358222 were accept-
ed and 53935 were rejected.

“The final Electoral Rolls
have a total of 8359771 electors,
out of which 4291687 are Male,
184 are Third Gender and
4067900 are Females, '' the
official statement said. 

In addition,the draft roll
saw an addition of 613 new
polling Stations, which result-
ed in the total Polling Station
count as 11370 for the UT of
J&K. 

The Photo coverage in the
Electoral Roll was maintained
at 99.99% showing that no
new entry without a proper
photograph has been allowed
in the Electoral Roll. There are
57253 marked PwD electors in
the Final Electoral Roll, an
increase of 46% over the draft
roll. The Elector Population
Ratio has also increased from
0.52 to 0.58 during this SSR.
The Gender Ratio of the Final

Electoral Roll has increased
from 921 to 948.

According to the office of
the Chief electoral officer, the
total Electors on Draft Electoral
Rolls were 7586899 out of
which 3948525 were Male
Electors, 3638262 were Female
Electors and 112 Third Gender
Electors.

A total of 39192 Electors
were flagged as PwD and 1226
as Marked Electors.

Photo coverage in the
Electoral Roll stood at 99.99%
as compared to 96.81% during
final publication 2019. Gender
ratio of the Draft Electoral
Roll was 921 as compared to
Census Gender ratio of 914, as
per the projected population.
Elector Population Ratio of
the Draft Electoral Roll was
0.52.

The emphasis of the
Commission led by Chief
Election Commissioner, Rajiv
Kumar on registration of young
voters as well as the marginal-
ized sections of society includ-
ing Persons with Disabilities,
Third Gender, Women, etc.,
has yielded positive results.

Claims and Objections
were accepted from 15th
September, 2022 to 25th
October, 2022, i.e. for a period
of 40 days. This was followed
by a period of 15 days till 10th
November, 2022 for the dis-
posal of all claims and objec-
tions.
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The Mamata Banerjee
Government on Friday suf-

fered a huge embarassment
after the Calcutta High Court
warned the powers that be
that it would not only recom-
mend to the Election
Commission of India to dere-
cognise the Trinamool
Congress but also make the
entire State Cabinet a party in
the school level recruitment
case. The Court was hearing a
matter on the filing of “bena-
mi application” seeking to reg-
ularise hundreds of ineligible
candidates in school services
who had earlier obtained their
appointments through illegal
means while thousands of eli-
gible and empaneled candi-
dates waited for their chances.

The Bench of Justcie
Abhijit Ganguli made the pass-
ing observation — which is
however, not a part of his
judgement after
EducationSecretary — who
was made to personally appear
before the Court — said that he
received the orders in the mat-
ter from EducationMinister
Bratya Basu.

The Minister reacting to
the Secretary’s statements in the
Court said that he had only
communicated  a Cabinet deci-
sion and directed the
Department to consult legal

experts about the feasability of
appointing people in supernu-
merary posts.

Incidentally, former
Education Minsiter Partha
Chatterjee and TMC
MLAManik Bhattacharya were
presently already in jail in con-
nection to their alleged roles in
the school level recruitment
cases.

Expressing dismay the
Judge wondered whether a
similar decision had been taken
by an elected government to
appoint unqualified people or
regularise the services of ille-
gally appointed people.

He was apparantly refer-
ring to the government deci-
sion to create supernumerary
posts to appoint the wiatlisted
candidates retaining the illegal
ones who had purchased their
jobs illegally for lakhs.

The Judge said that the
Cabinet should either withdraw
its notification or suffer the
entire Cabinet being made a
party to the case adding he
would also go on to recommed

the derecognition of the ruling
Trinamool Congress.

Fortunately for the ruling
outfit and the Government the
Supreme Court on Friday
stayed all the orders passed in
this regard by the High Court
for three weeks. 
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The Bengal politics appar-
ently took a break from the

usual political mudslinging
with Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Friday inviting
Opposition Leader Suvendu
Adhikari to her chamber in the
State Assembly for a “courtesy
meeting.” Adhikari who was
accompanied by Chief Whip
Manoj Tigga and another MLA
Agnimitra Paul reportedly
touched the feet of the Chief
Minister and they had a dia-
logue in a “cordial atmosphere”
sources said.

The 5-minute meeting was
held on the ocassion of the
inauguration of the platinum
jubilee memorial building in
the Assembly campus.

This was the first one-to-
one meeting between the two
since Adhikari once the man
Friday of Banerjee left the
TMC and joined the BJP ahead
of the 2021 Assembly elections.

Calling Adhikari a loving
brother, the Chief Minister
after the meeting said that “a
person whom once I had treat-
ed as a younger brother is
today saying that I am running
a Government of the party for
the party and for the party,”
adding “what if I say that the
Government they are running
in Delhi is the government off
the Agency, for the Agency and
by the Agency.”
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Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh here on Friday said

India stands for a free, open
and rules-based Indo-Pacific as
it is important for the economic
development of not only the
region but also the wider glob-
al community.   This observa-
tion was in an apparent refer-
ence to aggressive Chinese
posturing in the region.

In an obvious pointer
towards the ongoing Ukraine
conflict, Rajnath also said India
does not believe in a world
order where a few are consid-
ered superior to others and
asserted New Delhi’s actions are
guided by the essence of
human equality and dignity
that is part of its ancient ethos.

Making these observations
at the Indo-Pacific Regional
Dialogue (IPRD) 2022, he said
India has always seen security

and prosperity as a “collective
pursuit” of the entire
humankind.

Rajnath also said “It is my
firm belief that if security
becomes a truly collective
enterprise, then we can think of

creating a global order that is
beneficial for all of us.”

The defence minister said
now “we require to elevate the
paradigm of collective securi-
ty” to a level of shared interests
and shared security.
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In a dilemma over how to dif-
fuse the renewed crisis in

Rajasthan, newly elected
Congress president M
Mallikarjun Kharge has sought
time from his predecessor
Sonia Gandhi to discuss a res-
olution for the prevailing ten-
sion. 

While the party said that
the meeting is to discuss the
strategy for the Winter Session
of Parliament and also modal-
ities of the Plenary session to be
convened, sources said the
Gehlot-Pilot tussle is top on the
agenda.

In the meantime, the
Congress on Friday said
Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot using the term
“Gaddar” (traitor) for party col-
league Sachin Pilot was “unex-
pected” and the party needs
both the warring leaders. At the

same time, it said the crisis in
the Rajasthan unit will be
resolved keeping in mind the
interests of the organization
and not individuals. 

The tussle between Gehlot
and Pilot has flared up at a time
when the Rahul Gandhi-led
Bharat Jodo Yatra is poised to
enter Rajasthan in a few 
days.

The renewed face-off is a
major challenge for Kharge,
who took over the reins of the
party last month and was one
of the Observers alongwith
Ajay Maken deputed by the
party to conduct a legislature
party meeting in September
last week. 

Maken has, however,
stepped down as the Rajasthan
state in-charge over the rebel-
lion of state legislators on
September 25 that roiled the
party ahead of last month’s
internal elections.

Expressing his “inability

and unwillingness” to contin-
ue as the leader in-charge of
Rajasthan, Maken wrote to
Kharge seeking “the party’s
interest in having a new in
charge of Rajasthan.”

Party’s chief spokesman
Jairam Ramesh described Pilot
as a “youthful, energetic, pop-
ular and a charismatic leader”.
“Gehlot is a senior and experi-
enced leader of the Congress.
But the term used by him in an
interview (for Pilot) is unex-
pected and even I am sur-
prised,” Ramesh said. 

Maken had suggested a
quick replacement as the
Bharat Jodo Yatra is scheduled
to enter Rajasthan in the first
week of December and a by-

election is due on December 4
and the State goes to the assem-
bly polls next year.

“The party needs both
Gehlot and Pilot. There are
some differences but we are not
running away from this. The
leadership will find an appro-
priate solution to the Rajasthan
issue, but it will be done keep-
ing in mind the party organi-
zation and not the individuals,”
he further said.

In a swipe at the BJP,
Ramesh said, “Congress lead-
ers can speak from their heart
without any fear because the
party leadership does not take
any decision like a dictator, and
this is the difference between
the Congress and BJP.”

)�
����	����������	����������
	���
������$��

����������	
�
������� 345�64781

Adelegation of Congress leaders on Friday met the Election
Commission and complained against Prime Minister

Narendra Modi for the alleged misuse of children in election cam-
paign in Gujarat after he shared a video of a child campaigning
for the BJP.  The delegation demanded that those responsible for
the act should be brought to book as the issue was serious.

The delegation comprised former Union minister Salman
Khurshid, AICC in-charge for Jammu and Kashmir, Rajni Patil,
and AICC secretary Ranjeet Ranjan. Congress alleged that the
prime minister shared a video of a girl child campaigning for
the BJP and the same was shared by several union ministers,
which is in violation of law.

“We are apprising you of the actions of the BJP and Narendra
Modi ji, which are not only illegal, but also in clear violation of
your Commission as well as the National Commission for
Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR).

“We hope, in the present case, you shall take the strictest and
immediate action against the offenders in question who are egre-
giously, and without a shred of doubt, used a minor child for
express campaign purposes”, the party memorandum to EC said.
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The Congress on Friday termed as “fake” and
“doctored” a video posted by the BJP IT cell

head claiming that “Pakistan Zindabad” slogans
were raised during the Bharat Jodo Yatra in
Madhya Pradesh, and said there will be “pay-
back” for such tactics by the ruling party's “dirty
tricks department”. The party said such tactics
are being adopted due to the resounding suc-
cess of the Bharat Jodo Yatra and claimed that
the BJP should delete the videos else be ready
to face legal action.

BJP IT cell head Amit Malviya posted a
video of the Yatra in which former Congress
president Rahul Gandhi, party general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra and Madhya Pradesh
Congress president Kamal Nath are seen walk-
ing and a voice purportedly shouting “Pakistan

Zindabad” is heard towards the end of the 21
second clip.

“After Richa Chaddha's public application
to join Rahul Gandhi's Bharat 'Jodo' Yatra,
'Pakistan Zindabad' (listen towards the end of
the video) slogans raised in Khargaon. INC MP
posted the video and then deleted it after the faux
pas came to light. This is Congress's truth…,”
Malviya tweeted. Hitting back, Congress' gen-
eral secretary in-charge communications Jairam
Ramesh said we are taking the necessary legal
action immediately. We are prepared for such
tactics.In another tweet, Ramesh also alleged that
the Madhya Pradesh government "intimidated"
and aggressively prevented tribal families dis-
placed by the diamond mining project in
Chhatarpur district from meeting Rahul Gandhi
this afternoon. "This is democracy-BJP style,"
the Congress leader said.
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Cambridge, (from October 1994 to July
1995 and was awarded an M Phil in devel-
opment studies in 1995).

Madhu Nivriti PS | Secunderabad
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Sir — After the upset win of Saudi Arabia
defeating Argentina by a 2-1 margin in the
first-round matches of the FIFA World
Cup, one more top team Germany suffered
a humiliating defeat at the hands of Japan
by a similar margin. Late goals by Ritsu
Doan and Takuma Asano gave Japan an
incredible 2-1 comeback victory over
Germany in the World Cup after the four-
time champions had looked to be cruising
to victory via an Ilkay Guendogan penal-
ty but paid a fatal price for missing
chances. 

The shock result was a repeat of their
2018 World Cup nightmare when, 

as defending champions, they lost their
opener to Mexico and, after another
defeat by South Korea, were condemned
to an unheard-of group-stage 
exit. Argentina has won the World 
Cup twice – in 1978 and 1986 – but at
Qatar 2022 La Albiceleste wrote its name
into the history books in an altogether 
different way. Thus Japan came from
behind to stun Germany 2-1. Some more
upsets are expected in this world cup as 
the standard of goalkeeping by most of 
the teams has gone up and as a result 
scoring goals is not an easy task. It is a 
lesson for the top teams that no match 
is won or lost until the final whistle 
is blown.

CK Subramanaim | Mumbai
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Sir — It is very unfortunate that Rajasthan
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot called the
senior Congress leader Sachin Pilot a
“gaddar” (traitor) which does not suit a
person like Gehlot to use such language
and the priority should be to fight unit-
edly to defeat the BJP as well as strength-
en Rahul Gandhi's hand. Days before the
Kanyakumari-to-Kashmir yatra led by
Rahul Gandhi enters Rajasthan, Gehlot
launched a scathing attack on Pilot dub-
bing him a "gaddar" (traitor) and said he
can never be made the chief minister of
the state.

Ashok Gehlot is an experienced,
and senior Congress leader whom the
party has given so much, it is 
unbecoming of someone with such 
experience to use this language, and make
such completely false and baseless 
allegations. The priority right now is for
the Congress Party to win the Assembly
elections in Gujarat where Ashok 
Gehlot is the senior observer of the 
party and it is also important to strength-
en the hand of Rahul Gandhi, who has
spent the last three months walking 2,000
km in the Bharat Jodo Yatra to challenge
divisive forces. It is high time the
Congress high command must intervene
in this matter and defuse the situation,
failing which it will damage the prospect
of the Congress Party in assembly 
elections in Gujarat. 

Bhagwan Thadani | Mumbai
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Sir — Bollywood star Alia Bhat is right.
Children (of celebrities or anyone else)
should be kept away from the public eye.
At least till their college education is com-
pleted. They should be kept in an envi-
ronment of confidentiality for security,
peaceful-coexistence without any distur-
bances and headaches. 

Chinese President Jinping's daughter
studied with an alias name at Harvard
University (Massachusetts, USA).
Congress vice-president Rahul Gandhi
took the name of Rahul Vinci when he
studied for a year at Trinity College,
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SOUNDBITE

placed Deshbhakti campaign,
Delhi Government  had last
year spent Rs. 104.37 crore on
installing 35 metre high
national flags at 500 locations
in the city. 

The Delhi government
had also come out with a
series of TV advertisements
claiming that it had improved
governance in Delhi. This
advertisement had received
flak from various quarters
including former AAP mem-
ber and Swaraj Abhiyan leader
Prashant Bhushan calling it an
example of political corrup-
tion. The outfit in a statement
had said, "The heart of the
problem ..... is that this TV
commercial unashamedly
abuses public funds to create
a personality cult for Arvind
Kejriwal. It sings the praises of
the AAP leader and tries to
project him as a messiah."

Imagine, these heavy
amounts could have been
spent in providing bread to the
starving citizens and shelters to
the homeless living on the
footpaths like reptiles and
stray street animals. 

Kejriwal has spent crores
of rupees on promotion of his
personality cult. In response to
a query by a RTI activist Amit
Gupta, under the Right to
Information Act, the Delhi
Government had reportedly
disclosed in September, 2021,

that it spent over 940 crore on
publicity for campaigns against
pollution in the last seven
years beginning from 2015.

Kejriwal has not left any
newspaper, bus, bus stops,
metro stations, without dis-
playing his photograph. He
was however, not content with
this spree of extravagance at
the cost of taxpayers' money
and thus invented the new
idiosyncratic idea of 'Gaadi off '
for his self promotion
unmindful of the cost
involved. 

As a matter of fact, no
desirable results were manifest-
ly visible during the two pre-
ceding years. Habits die hard.
The drivers on red lights were
least bothered towards the
presence of five to eight volun-
teers  displaying CM's photo. 

It's a good idea that on red
lights, drivers switch off their
engines but from the 'princi-
ple of reasonableness' what is
the need of deploying 2500
volunteers. The placards
depicting this message rather
in bigger size can be affixed at
traffic signals as advisory from
traffic police or pollution con-
trol board instead of project-
ing and promoting the photo-
happy CM. Will the CM agree
to put LG's photograph on the
placards or else can he opt to
display the placards without
anybody's photo?

In addition, these volun-
teers are called 'marshals'
which is a highly distinguished
and dignified rank in the
Indian Air Force like Air
Marshal and Field Marshal in
the Indian Army. The civil
defence volunteers wear police
like uniforms which besides
being unlawful misleads the
gullible citizens who presume
them as cops.  The
Commissioner of Police,
Delhi, vide his Circular no.
59/C&T/AC-II/2003, had
issued an Order to ban the
wearing and use of uniforms
of police and armed forces.
This Circular was issued on the
directions of LG, Delhi, under
Section 37 of Delhi Police
Act, 1978. 

In May, 2015, the Supreme
Court had said that ruling par-
ties cannot publish pho-
tographs of political leaders in
government-funded advertise-
ments. However, in June, 2015,
an advertisement on a big
hoardings showing Kejriwal's
photo had been put up near
ITO, in which Kejriwal is con-
gratulating Delhi students,
sidestepping the order of the
Supreme Court. The practice
of abusing taxpayers' money is
unashamedly being carried
out by politicians.
(The writer is a legal journal-

ist and author. The views
expressed are personal)
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Discretion' when qual-
ified by word
'adminis trat ive '
should be initiated
with reference to the

rules of reason and justice and not
according to personal whims
and fancies. Delhi Government
has been indulging in organising
flop shows called, "Red Light On,
Gaadi Off " for the past two years
beginning from October 16, 2020,
which was repeated from October
18, 2021, onwards on the pretext
of pollution control; whereas,
the hidden motive of Delhi's
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
appeared to satisfy his fetish for
projecting his personality cult
through unending desire of dis-
playing his photos at every inch
of Delhi roads.

Another hidden motive of
Kejriwal behind this futile exer-
cise may be his vote bank politics.
If we presume that each of the
2500 volunteers has a household
of five people, then with the sim-
ple calculation, Kejriwal gets the
sympathy of 12500 voters
straightaway.  

The nature of the mindless
campaign is that Delhi
Government employs and
deploys  around 2500 civil defence
volunteers on 100 crossroads of
Delhi, for about a month in a year,
holding placards displaying
Kejriwal's  photo with a short slo-
gan, "Red Light On, Gaadi Off '.

This year, LG Delhi, in his
wisdom returned the file of the
useless campaign and advised the
CM to reconsider the proposal
saying it was  'inhuman' and
'exploitative' to place civil defence
volunteers at extreme polluted
traffic junctions that does not
have any parallel in any other
civilised metropolitan city." LG
also questioned the efficacy and
effectiveness of such an 'ad-hoc'
measure in mitigating air pollu-
tion as the capital reels under high
air pollution. 

LG is right by arguing the
plight of the volunteers of all ages
including the women who are
made to remain standing in utter
discomfort for eight hours con-
tinuously. They are not allowed to
move leaving the post for water,
tea or natural calls in total disre-
gard to their human rights.

In another mindless and mis-
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Recently the National
Crime Records Bureau
Report (NCRB) 2021

revealed more than 15 per
cent rise in crime against
women. The year witnessed a
spike in the rate of crimes
against women (number of
incidents per one lakh popu-
lation), which rose from 56.5
per cent in 2020 to 64.5 per
cent in 2021. A majority of the
cases (nearly 32 per cent)
pertained to “cruelty by hus-
band or his relatives” and
almost 21 per cent pertained
to “assault on women with
intent to outrage her modesty”,
followed by kidnapping and
abduction (17.6 per cent) and
rapes (7.4 per cent). Are these
just figures? Or a reflection of
the safety and status of women
in Indian society?

The northern belt, which

worships the goddess twice
every year with a lot of fanfare,
topped the list of crimes
against women, with Uttar
Pradesh holding the first rank
followed by Rajasthan and
Maharashtra. On the other
hand, the northeastern state of
Nagaland reported the lowest
number of crimes against
women in 2021. Among the
metropolitan cities, Delhi, the
capital remains the most
unsafe city for women with the
number of cases surging over
the past three years, from
13,395 in 2019 to 14,277 in
2021 which amounts to more
than 32 per cent of total
crimes in the 19 metropolitan
cities in the country. The sex-
ual harassment at workplace
continues unabated.

What perpetuates the vio-
lence has been much dis-

cussed over the years, be it the
result of many systems of sex-
ism and patriarchy within
Indian culture, gender-based
inequality from early child-
hood, lack of education
opportunities for the girl child
and complexity of social and
cultural beliefs where girls
and women are at the receiv-
ing end, irrespective of their
age.

Women remain the custo-
dians of family honour and
any action on their part to
break the norms or traditions
meet with a violent response
from family and community.

The Covid-19 pandemic
witnesses sudden and acute
rise in cases of violence against
women. The pandemic led to
the loss of jobs of men and
women. The men vented out
their stress and frustration on

the women. The women who
lost their jobs became more
dependent on abusive part-
ners. The lockdown phase
obstructed women seeking
help when facing violence.

The International Day for
the Elimination of Violence
Against Women is yet anoth-
er day marked by the notion-
al activities and promises to
act against this menace plagu-
ing the Indian society. While
the traditional causes of vio-
lence such as dowry deaths,
sexual assaults, acid attacks
and honour-killings continue,
there have been rising cases of
intimate partner violence,
including heinous crimes such
as most foul murders.

Besides the legal solutions
available, which are mostly not
sought or remain outside the
purview of most victims/sur-

vivors, the focus on change of
basic mindset and conduct at
the societal level is crucial.
More work for gender sensi-
tisation, education, employ-
ment opportunities, safe work-
places, strict enforcement of
existing laws, creating women-
friendly environments for
reporting the crimes, follow-
ups, facilitative judicial proce-
dures, new laws with
enhanced punishment, and
timely justice will go a long
way in securing safe environ-
ments for women at home and
outside. Rehabilitation of the
survivors, acceptance and
community support are cru-
cial to instill confidence to
regain and sustain normal
life for the victims of all forms
of violence.

To date, most efforts to
eliminate violence against

women and girls have main-
ly focused on responding to
and providing services for
survivors of violence.
Prevention—i.e., addressing
the structural causes, as well
as the risk and protective fac-
tors associated with vio-
lence—is pivotal to eliminat-
ing violence against women
and girls. Prevention requires
political commitment, imple-
menting laws that promote
gender equality, investing in
women’s organisations, and
addressing the multiple forms
of discrimination women face
daily.

The prevention strategy
should focus on equal educa-
tion opportunities for the girl
child, respectful family and
work relationships with men
and boys, and promoting
equality and equity through

media, job-opportunities,
sports, and other fields.

Every individual has a
role to play in eliminating vio-
lence against women. We all
can contribute by being sen-
sitive to the issue, listening to
and believing survivors,
increasing visibility of women
in matters and decisions relat-
ed to their safety, standing up
against normalization of all
forms of violence against
women, educating ourselves
on gender-based issues, chal-
lenging gender-norms leading
to inequality, holding our-
selves and other people
accountable, supporting each
other and condemning vio-
lence against women at all
platforms.

The time to act is
TODAY! Speak up and join
the moment!
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The families of the victims of 26/11
are yet to get justice. Under the
leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, India has been
actively trying to build a uniform

and united narrative against the menace of
terrorism. The country understands that
there exists a symbiotic relationship between
terrorism and transnational organised
criminal networks that help such groups to
raise finance for their activities.

According to the Indian delegation in
2019 at the Third Committee, which deals
with social, humanitarian affairs and
human rights issues, the illicit activities of
such criminal groups include "counterfeit-
ing, money laundering, arms dealing, drug
trafficking and smuggling terrorists across
the borders". Recently, the Counter-
Terrorism Committee of the UN, which
India is currently chairing, met in Mumbai
to deliberate on the financial funding of
Pakistan-based terror groups. It was fol-
lowed by the 'No Money for Terror' con-
ference in the capital. The two developments
came in the background of China's veto for
designating Pakistan-sponsored terrorists
as 'global terrorists'.

It is unlikely that Pakistan will discon-
tinue its 'bait and bleed' policy against India.
Pakistan is a highly motivated, deter-
mined and innovative adversary ready to
suffer losses if it is at the cost of 'bleeding
India'. Nevertheless, expecting the world
powers like the US and China to financial-
ly squeeze out Pakistan entirely to finish off
the terror groups based in Pakistan is unre-
alistic.

Geopolitically, if seen from the prism
of the triangular dynamics of India, Pakistan
and the US, apart from China, Pakistan and
India, Islamabad has been a 'weaker' nation
but is able to tilt the balance in its
Washington's or Beijing's favour to prevent
a rising India. Thus, each power fears los-
ing out its 'hegemony' and hence, to save
its 'sphere of influence', resorts to an
'asymmetrical power balancing', conse-
quently side-lining India's core concerns.

This will continue in the coming times,
and the US F16 package to Pakistan after
its removal from the 'grey list' of the FATF
and China's aforesaid veto proves the
assertion. Many recommendations have
been given for external balancing against
adversaries' mala fide intentions. However,
exploring what can be done further at a
domestic level becomes pertinent and
more important.

It is a well-established fact that exter-
nal and internal security is interlinked.
Although post 26/11 the country has wit-
nessed almost negligible terrorist attacks in
cities, that has been possible with the estab-
lishment of Multi-Agency Coordination
Centres (MACCs) and Subsidiary Multi-
Agency Coordination Centres (SMACCs).
Other contributory factors include an
active vessel management system, the
Coastal Security Scheme, gapless elec-
tronic surveillance along the coastline, etc.
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However, there is still much scope
for increasing interoperability
amongst the various agencies.

At the operational level, the
decision at the apex level needs to
be initiated to re-energise and redi-
rect the country's efforts towards
issue-based (illegal immigration,
coastal security, narco-terrorism,
cyber security, etc.) inter-agency
cooperation between the Ministry
of Home Affairs (MHA) and the
Indian armed forces with the
National Security Council
Secretariat (NSCS) as a central
coordinating agency. Active coop-
eration between bureaucracy, intel-
ligence and the security forces is a
must.

Even the state services author-
ities should be inculcating a mar-
itime domain awareness strategy
apart from being in the loop of the
inter-agency cooperation structure.
The three agencies cannot secure
India externally and internally while
working independently. Proper
sharing and communication of the
intelligence data, the building of nar-
ratives and a more profound civil-
military fusion are essential to
combat Pakistan-sponsored terror-
ism. For instance, simple issues of
consensus building such as informa-
tion sharing, arranging financial
resources, and the jurisdiction of the
matter falling within the purview of
MHA, defence forces or NSCS
shouldn't be the debate. Instead,
well-coordinated efforts with a
comprehensive approach are
required to enhance the nation's
security.

Since different security agencies
have one single goal of securing
India, there should be greater con-
sensus on consciously building
joint narratives, which finally have
to percolate at various levels—

national, regional and internation-
al in well-coordinated collaborative
efforts through favourable percep-
tion management and agenda-set-
ting. In a nutshell, it has to be com-
plete teamwork of different agencies
at different levels.

Next, India has to highlight the
violations of its sovereignty and its
counter responses at various glob-
al platforms to avoid any escalation
in future developments, if any. One
of the most critical steps in this
direction can relate to adopting the
practice of publishing scientifically
established data on breaches in
India's maritime security. Half-
yearly information on the increas-
ing number of Chinese and
Pakistani warships and surveil-
lance ships in the Indian Ocean
Region should be made available in
the public domain by the concerned
security agency.

There is a lack of data on the
number of maritime violations.
Unless security experts and schol-
ars cite the Indian statistics on ter-
ritorial and maritime violations, the
national interests cannot be taken
care of.A fully activated civil-mili-
tary fusion has now become
unavoidable. Although the
Government has taken appreciable
steps in this direction, it needs to
pick up the pace. First, the private
sector security personnel of private
critical national infrastructure usu-
ally take the adversary's first assault.
Their technical and physical train-
ing from highly specialised securi-
ty agencies is a must. 

Second, the grassroots level too
requires a high level of civil-military
fusion. Routine surveillance and the
reporting of the recordings of the
CCTV cameras at critical national
infrastructure can pick up the sus-
picious activities of the people who

take multiple rounds of their target
to identify the 'weak spots'. Such
reporting isn't possible without an
active civil-military fusion. Using
biology-driven AI surveillance
mechanisms, robotics, satellite
tracking, and multiple target track-
ing by sophisticated technology
equipment has become essential.

In this line of thought, given the
narrow interests of different powers,
every time expecting the allies to
upgrade our technologies would be
a self-defeating purpose.
Surveillance mechanisms should
continue to be upgraded through
the 'Atmanirbhar Bharat' in the
defence sector initiative. Moreover,
active cooperation between differ-
ent public and private agencies
must be increased to strengthen
DRDO's Technology Development
Fund and other such agencies. 

Finally, the challenge of hyper-
social media interconnecting the
different parts of the world also con-
tributes to agenda setting. No soon-
er have narratives been construct-
ed by the Government agencies,
anti-national elements attempt to
deconstruct them. The momentum
of "talks and terror cannot go
together" should not be slowed, and
instead should be taken to the next
higher level through the implemen-
tation of the National Educational
Policy.

The adversaries' misadven-
tures of 26/11 and other terrorist
attacks and the country's counter
responses should be incorporated
into the national curriculum. It will
ensure a civil-military fusion from
a very early stage. In a nutshell,
bring ‘uniformity and unity’ at the
domestic level when there are
uncertainties at the regional and
international level. A united India
is thus essential.
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Natalia Kristenko's dead
body lay covered in a
blanket in the doorway

of her apartment building for
hours overnight. City workers
were at first too overwhelmed to
retrieve her as they responded to
a deadly barrage of attacks that
shook Ukraine's southern city of
Kherson.

The 62-year-old had walked
outside her home with her hus-
band on Thursday evening after
drinking tea when the building
was struck.

Kristenko was killed instant-
ly from a wound to the head.
Her husband died hours later in
the hospital from internal bleed-
ing.

“Russians took the two most
precious people from me,” their
bereft daughter, Lilia Kristenko,
38, said, clutching her cat inside
her coat as she watched on in

horror on Friday as responders
finally arrived to transport her
mother to the morgue.

“They lived so well, they
lived differently," she told The
Associated Press. "But they died
in one day.”

A barrage of missiles struck
the recently liberated city of
Kherson for the second day on
Friday in a marked escalation of
attacks since Russia withdrew
from the city two weeks ago.

The city was shelled 17
times before midday on
Thursday, and strikes continued
into the evening, killing at least
four people and injuring 10,
according to Kherson's military
administration.

Soldiers in the region had
warned that Kherson would
face intensified strikes as Russian
troops dig in across the Dnieper
River.

Scores of people were
injured in the strikes that hit res-

idential and commercial build-
ings, lighting some on fire,
blowing ash into the air and lit-
tering the streets with shattered
glass.

The attacks wrought
destruction on some residential
neighbourhoods not previous-
ly hit in the war that has just
entered its tenth month.

After Kristenko's parents
were hit, she tried to call an
ambulance but there was no
phone network, she said.

Her 66-year-old father was
clutching his stomach wound
and screaming “it hurts so much
I'm doing to die”, she said. He
eventually was taken by ambu-
lance to the hospital but died
during surgery.

On Friday morning, people
sifted through what little
remained of their destroyed
houses and shops. Containers of
food lined the floor of a shat-
tered meat store, while across the

street customers lined up at a
coffee shop where residents said
four people died the night
before.

“I don't even know what to
say, it was unexpected,” said
Diana Samsonova, who works at
the coffee shop, which remained
open throughout Russia's occu-
pation and has no plans to close
despite the attacks.

The violence is compound-
ing what's become a dire
humanitarian crisis. As Russians
retreated, they destroyed key
infrastructure, leaving people
with little water and electricity.
People have become so desper-
ate they're finding some salva-
tion amid the wreckage.

Outside an apartment build-
ing that was badly damaged, res-
idents filled buckets with water
that pooled on the ground.
Workers at the morgue used
puddles to clean their bloody
hands.

Valerii Parkhomenko had
just parked his car and gone into
a coffee shop when a rocket
destroyed his vehicle.

“We were all crouching on
the floor inside,” he said, show-
ing the ash on his hands. “I feel
awful, my car is destroyed, I need
this car for work to feed my fam-
ily,” he said.

Outside shelled apartment
buildings residents picked up
debris and frantically searched
for relatives while paramedics
helped the injured.

“I think it's so bad and I
think all countries need to do
something about this because it's
not normal,” said Ivan
Mashkarynets, a man in his early
20s who was at home with his
mother when the apartment
block next to him was struck.

“There's no army, there's no
soldiers. There are just people
living here and they're (still) fir-
ing,” he said.
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European officials are scram-
bling to help Ukraine stay

warm and keep functioning
through the bitter winter
months, pledging on Friday to
send more support that will mit-
igate the Russian military's
efforts to turn off the heat and
lights.

Nine months after Russia
invaded its neighbour, the
Kremlin's forces have zeroed in
on Ukraine's power grid and
other critical civilian infra-
structure in a bid to tighten the
screw on Kyiv.

Officials estimate that
around 50 per cent of Ukraine's
energy facilities have been dam-
aged in the recent strikes.

France is sending 100 high-
powered generators to Ukraine
to help people get through the
coming months, French Foreign
Minister Catherine Colonna
said on Friday.

She said Russia is “weapon-
ising” winter and plunging
Ukraine's civilian population
into hardship.

British Foreign Secretary
James Cleverly, arriving on
Friday in Kyiv for an unan-
nounced visit, said a promised
air-defence package, which
Britain valued at 50 million
pounds (USD 60 million),
would help Ukraine defend itself
against Russia's bombardments.

“Words are not enough.
Words won't keep the lights on
this winter. Words won't defend
against Russian missiles,”
Cleverly said in a tweet about the
military aid.

The package includes radar
and other technology to counter
the Iran-supplied exploding
drones that Russia has used
against Ukrainian targets, espe-
cially the power grid. It comes
on top of a delivery of more than
1,000 anti-air missiles that
Britain announced earlier this
month.

“As winter sets in, Russia is
continuing to try and break
Ukrainian resolve through its
brutal attacks on civilians, hos-
pitals and energy infrastruc-
ture,” Cleverly said.

His visit came a day after
European officials launched a
scheme called “Generators of
Hope,” which calls on more
than 200 cities across the conti-
nent to donate power generators
and electricity transformers.

The generators are intend-
ed to help keep essential
Ukrainian facilities running,
providing power to hospitals,

schools and water pumping sta-
tions, among other infrastruc-
ture.

Generators may provide
only a tiny amount of the ener-
gy that Ukraine will need dur-
ing the cold and dark winter
months.

But the comfort and relief
they provide is already evident,
as winter begins in earnest and
power outages occur regularly.
The whine and rumble of gen-
erators is becoming common-
place, allowing stores that have
them to stay open and Ukraine's
ubiquitous coffee shops to keep
serving hot drinks that maintain
a semblance of normality.

Ukrainian authorities are
opening thousands of so-called
“points of invincibility” — heat-
ed and powered spaces offering
hot meals, electricity and inter-
net connections.

Ukrainian President Zelens-
kyy said late on Thursday that

almost 4,400 such spaces have
opened across most of the coun-
try.

He scoffed at Moscow's
attempts to intimidate Ukrainian
civilians, saying that was the
Russian military's only option
after a string of battlefield set-
backs.

“Either energy terror, or
artillery terror, or missile terror
— that's all that Russia has
dwindled to under its current
leaders,” Zelenskyy said.

Elsewhere, Ukrainian offi-
cials and energy workers con-
tinued their push to restore
supplies after a nationwide bar-
rage on Wednesday left tens of
millions without power and
water.

Kyiv's mayor Vitali
Klitschko said on Friday morn-
ing that heating was back on in
a third of the capital's house-
holds, but that half of its popu-
lation still lacked electricity.

Writing on Telegram,
Klitschko added that authorities
hoped to provide all consumers
in Kyiv with electricity for a peri-
od of three hours on Friday, fol-
lowing a pre-set schedule.

As of Friday morning in
Kharkiv, all residents of
Ukraine's second-largest city
had had their electricity supplies
restored, but more than 100,000
in the outlying region continued
to see interruptions, the region-
al governor said.

In the south, authorities in
the city of Mykolayiv said that
running water was set to start
flowing again after supplies were
cut off by Russian strikes on
Thursday.
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Atrial opened on Friday in
Sweden in the case of two

Iranian-born Swedish brothers
who have been charged with
spying for Russia and its military
intelligence service GRU for a
decade.

Peyman Kia, 42, and Payam
Kia, 35, appeared before the
Stockholm District Court to
face accusations of having
worked jointly to pass informa-
tion to Russia between Septem-
ber 28 in 2011 and September
20, 2021.

Between 2014 and 2015,
Peyman Kia worked for Swe-
den's domestic intelligence
agency but also for Sweden's
armed forces.

Sweden's prosecutors allege
that the data they gave the
Russians originated from sever-
al authorities within the Swedish
security and intelligence service,
known by its acronym SAPO.

Swedish media said that
Peyman Kia worked for the
armed forces' foreign defence
intelligence agency, whose
Swedish acronym is MUST, and
reportedly worked with a top
secret unit under MUST which
was dealing with Swedish spies
abroad.
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Vladimir Putin will "send
Ukraine back to the 18th

century" by pushing ahead with
attacks on the country's energy
facilities, one of his top allies has
claimed, said a media report.

Pyotr Tolstoy, the deputy
speaker of the Duma, warned
that there would be no let-up in
the Russian strikes on Ukrainian
power stations ahead of winter,
Daily Mail reported.

"The infrastructure of
Ukraine will be destroyed, and
Ukraine will be sent back to the
18th century," the member of
Putin's United Russia party
declared, Daily Mail reported.

In a tirade on French broad-
caster BFM, the MP from Russia
rubber-stamp parliament, who
has been sanctioned by the US,
the EU and Britain, warned that
Ukraine's allies "will pay the
price."

He added that the West
should "prepare itself for a war
that will last years." But Tolstoy's
bizarre intervention appears to
be at odds with a statement
made by the Russian defence
ministry on Thursday.

Officials in Moscow made
the baseless claim that the dam-
age to the Ukrainian capital's
critical infrastructure had been
caused by "foreign and
Ukrainian" air defence missiles.

"Not a single strike was
made on targets within the city
of Kyiv," the Russian defence
ministry said, although it failed
to address similar attacks that
knocked out power elsewhere.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov later said Ukraine could
"end the suffering" by backing
down in "such a way as to fulfil
the requirement of the Russian
side".

"The leadership of Ukraine
has every opportunity to bring
the situation back to normal,"
Peskov, Putin's long-serving
propagandist, said, Daily Mail
reported. Moscow has repeat-
edly rejected Ukraine's demand
that they pull out of the coun-
try before peace talks can begin.

Since the start of October,
Russia has fired a barrage of mis-
siles and sent Iranian-made
drones towards energy targets
across Ukraine to cripple its
power grid as temperatures
plummet below freezing.
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Ukrainian authorities have set
up 3,720 emergency shelters

across the country after a latest
barrage of Russian missile strikes
caused widespread electricity
outage across the war-torn
nation, a top official said here.

According to Kyrylo
Tymoshenko, deputy head of the
Ukrainian president's office, the
shelters, equipped with power
generators, will provide people
with heat, electricity, water,
internet and medicines, reports
Xinhua news agency.

About 70 per cent of house-

holds in Kiev did not have elec-
tricity access as of Thursday, the
capital city's Mayor Vitali
Klitschko said.

On Wednesday, Russia car-
ried out the fresh missile strikes
against Ukraine, resulting in 10
deaths, according to authorities
in Kiev.

The attack disconnected the
country's all four operating
nuclear power plants and other
major power facilities from the
grid and triggered massive out-
ages.

The continued Russian
attacks have damaged almost
half of Ukraine's energy system

and millions of people are with-
out power as temperatures drop
for winter.

Blackouts, both scheduled
and unscheduled, have become
common in many parts of
Ukraine, as Russia aims regular
waves of missile attacks at parts
of the energy infrastructure.

At least seven people were
killed and more than 20 million
others were left without elec-
tricity on November 8 when
Russia carried out over a 100
missile strikes in what is believed
to be Moscow's biggest wave of
missile strikes since the invasion
began on February 24.
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When officials unfurled a
25-foot rainbow flag in

front of Colorado Springs City
Hall this week, people gathered
to mourn the victims of a mass
shooting at a popular gay club
couldn't help but reflect on how
such a display of support would
have been unthinkable just days
earlier.

With a growing and diver-
sifying population, the city nes-
tled at the foothills of the Rockies
is a patchwork of disparate
social and cultural fabrics.

It's a place full of art shops
and breweries; megachurches
and military bases; a liberal arts
college and the Air Force
Academy. For years it's market-
ed itself as an outdoorsy boom-
town with a population set to top
Denver's by 2050.

But last weekend's shooting

has raised uneasy questions
about the lasting legacy of cul-
tural conflicts that caught fire
decades ago and gave Colorado
Springs a reputation as a caul-
dron of religion-infused con-
servatism, where LGBTQ peo-
ple didn't fit in with the most
vocal community leaders' idea of
family values.

For some, merely seeing
police being careful to refer to
the victims using their correct
pronouns this week signalled a
seismic change. For others, the

shocking act of violence in a
space considered an LGBTQ
refuge shattered a sense of opti-
mism pervading everywhere
from the city's revitalised down-
town to the sprawling subdivi-
sions on its outskirts.

“It feels like the city is kind
of at this tipping point,” said
Candace Woods, a queer min-
ister and chaplain who has
called Colorado Springs home
for 18 years. “It feels interesting
and strange, like there's this ten-
sion: How are we going to
decide how we want to move
forward as a community?”

In recent decades the pop-
ulation has almost doubled to
480,000 people. More than one-
third of residents are nonwhite
— twice as many as in 1980. The
median age is 35. Politics here
lean more conservative than in
comparable-size cities. City
council debates revolve around

issues familiar throughout the
Mountain West, such as water,
housing and the threat of wild-
fires.

Residents take pride in
describing Colorado Springs as
a place defined by reinvention.
In the early 20th century, new-
comers sought to establish a
resort town in the shadow of
Pikes Peak. In the 1940s, mili-
tary bases arrived. In the 1990s
it became known as a home base
for evangelical nonprofits and
Christian ministries including
the broadcast ministry Focus on
the Family and the Fellowship of
Christian Cowboys.

“I have been thinking for
years, we're in the middle of a
transition about what Colorado
Springs is, who we are, and what
we've become,” said Matt
Mayberry, a historian who
directs the Colorado Springs
Pioneers Museum.
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Hundreds of activists,
among them Greta

Thunberg, marched through
the Swedish capital to a court
on Friday to file a lawsuit
against the Swedish state for
what they say is insufficient cli-
mate action.

More than 600 young peo-
ple under the age of 26 signed
the 87-page document that is
the basis for the lawsuit which
was filed in the Stockholm
District Court.

They want the court to
determine that the country
has violated its citizen's human
rights with its climate policies.

“Sweden has never treated
the climate crisis like a crisis,”
said Anton Foley, spokesman of

the youth-led initiative Aurora,
which prepared and filed the
lawsuit. “Sweden is failing in its
responsibility and breaking the
law.”

The action comes as sci-
entists warn that chances are
slipping away to limit future
warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius
(2.7 degrees Fahrenheit) since
pre-industrial times.

At a recent UN climate
conference in Egypt earlier
this month, leaders tried to
keep that goal alive but did not
ratchet up calls for reducing
carbon emissions.

Another activist, Ida
Edling, said that Sweden "is
pursuing a climate policy the
research is very clear will con-
tribute to a climate disaster in
the future”.
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NATO is determined to help
Ukraine defend itself

against Russia for “as long as it
takes” and will help the war-
wrecked country transform its
armed forces into a modern
army up to Western standards,
the alliance's Secretary-General
Jens Stoltenberg vowed on
Friday.

Speaking to reporters ahead
of a meeting of NATO foreign
ministers in Romania next week,
Stoltenberg urged countries that
want to, either individually or in
groups, to keep providing air
defense systems and other
weapons to Ukraine. NATO as
an organisation does not supply
weapons.

“NATO will continue to
stand with Ukraine for as long
as it takes. We will not back
down,” the former Norwegian
prime minister said. “Allies are
providing unprecedented mili-
tary support, and I expect for-
eign ministers will also agree to
step up non-lethal support.”

Stoltenberg said that mem-
bers of the 30-nation security

organisation have been deliver-
ing fuel, generators, medical
supplies, winter equipment and
drone jamming devices, but
that more will be needed as win-
ter closes in, particularly as
Russia attacks Ukraine's energy
infrastructure.

“At our meeting in Bucha-
rest, I will call for more,” he said.
“Over the longer term we will
help Ukraine transition from
Soviet era equipment to modern
NATO standards, doctrine and
training.”

Stoltenberg said Ukrainian
Foreign Minister Dmytro
Kuleba would join the ministers
to discuss his country's most
pressing needs but also what
kind of long-term support that
NATO can provide. NATO's top
civilian official said the support
will help Ukraine move toward
joining the alliance one day.

The Nov 29-30 meeting in
Bucharest is being held almost
15 years after NATO promised
that Ukraine and Georgia would
one day become members of the
organisation, a pledge that
deeply angered Russia.

Also attending the meeting

will be the foreign ministers of
Bosnia, Georgia and Moldova -
three partners that NATO says
are coming under increasing
Russian pressure. Stoltenberg
said the meeting would see
NATO “take further steps to
help them protect their inde-
pendence, and strengthen their
ability to defend themselves.”

Since President Vladimir
Putin ordered the invasion 10
months ago, NATO has bolste-
red the defences of allies neigh-
bouring Ukraine and Russia
but has carefully sought to avoid
being dragged into a wider war
with a major nuclear power.

But Stoltenberg put no pres-
sure on Ukraine to enter peace
talks with Russia, and indeed
NATO and European diplo-
mats have said that Putin does
not appear willing to come to the
table.

“Most wars end with nego-
tiations,” he said. “But what
happens at the negotiating table
depends on what happens on the
battlefield. Therefore, the best
way to increase the chances for
a peaceful solution is to support
Ukraine.
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Iran has sent additional units of spe-
cial forces to fortify its northern

border with Iraq and clamp down on
what it says is infiltration by Kurdish
opposition groups, Iranian state
media reported on Friday.

Gen Mohammad Pakpour, chief
of ground forces of the paramilitary
Iranian Revolutionary Guard, said
“armoured and special forces” units
had been deployed to west and
north-west provinces to bolster exist-
ing border security, the official IRNA
news agency reported.

The deployment aims to prevent
infiltration and the smuggling of
weapons in the north by Kurdish
opposition groups exiled in Iraq that
Tehran claims is orchestrating coun-
try-wide anti-government protests. It
is a claim the Kurdish groups deny

and to date Iran has not provided any
evidence to support it. Iran has sev-
eral military bases near the Iraqi bor-
der and forces have been present
there on a rotating basis for decades.

The troop movement also comes
after Iraq issued directives for boost-
ing security along its side of the bor-
der to prevent further bombardment
by Iran, according to a statement
issued by Iraq's military spokesman
Maj. Gen. Yahya Rasool. Kurdish
opposition groups have bases in
Iraq's Kurdish-run northern region.

Earlier this week, Iranian officials
were quoted in state-run media as

saying they did not have plans to
conduct a ground military operation
to root out opposition groups from
the bases, despite having reportedly
threatened to do so during the visit
by top general Esmail Ghaani to
Baghdad last week.

Country-wide protests engulfed
Iran in September following the
death of a young woman in police
custody for violating the Islamic
Republic's strict dress code for
women. The protests have become
one the greatest challenges to Iran's
theocracy since the chaotic years
after its 1979 Islamic Revolution.
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One month on since Rishi
Sunak took charge as

Britain's first Indian-origin
Prime Minister, indications on
Friday are that his popularity
with the UK electorate remains
on stronger ground than that of
the governing Conservative
Party.

The 42-year-old former
chancellor had pitched himself
as a steady hand to steer the
country's economy through a
tumultuous cost-of-living crisis
in the wake of the COVID pan-
demic and the Russia-Ukraine
conflict.

With predecessor Liz Truss
making the dubious history of
being Britain's shortest incum-
bent at 10 Downing Street after
a disastrous unfunded mini-
budget, his message of clamping
down on inflation on a war foot-
ing seems to have inspired faith
in his leadership.

According to the "Novem-
ber Ipsos Political Monitor", a
survey conducted earlier this
month, Sunak started his pre-
miership relatively liked and
even overtook Opposition
Labour Party Leader Keir
Starmer for having what it takes
to be a good Prime Minister.

However, the opinion poll
also found that the proportion
saying they like the Conservative
Party has fallen further since
June to its lowest level since Ipsos
started asking the question in
2007, while the proportion who
like the Labour Party slightly
rises.

“Nearly half (47 per cent)
say they like Rishi Sunak, against
two in five (41 per cent) who dis-
like him. This makes Sunak
more liked than Boris Johnson
earlier this year,” Ipsos said.

“However, just one in four
(26 per cent) say they like the
Conservative Party, which is
their worst rating since June
2007 when they scored 29 per

cent under [then Prime Minis-
ter] David Cameron. With 62
per cent saying they dislike
them, the party's current net
likeability rating of -36 also
beats their previous low of -30
under Boris Jonson this June,” it
notes.

Perceptions of Sunak have
received a small boost since he
took charge on October 25 fol-
lowing the shocking resignation
of Liz Truss after she lost the
backing of her own party mem-
bers.

Two in five or 42 per cent
agree Sunak has what it takes to
be a good prime minister, which
is up seven points since the
Conservative leadership race in
July, against a third or 34 per
cent who disagree, which is
down 9 points.

This puts the British Indian
leader slightly ahead of Starmer,
where opinion is more divided
as 35 per cent agree he has what
it takes, and 37 per cent disagree,
although he performs better
among his own party support-
ers.

The personal endorsement
will come as a welcome outcome
for Sunak but the declining
popularity of the Tories — also
in line with an anti-incumben-
cy factor after 12 years of a
Conservative-led government
— will be a worry for someone
who will be looking ahead to
leading the party into a general
election by 2024.
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Prime Minister Sher Bahadur
Deuba's Nepali Congress-led

ruling coalition was on Friday
heading towards winning a clear
majority in Nepal's parliamen-
tary elections with the alliance
bagging 67 seats out of the 124
declared so far.

In the 275-member House
of Representatives, 165 will be
elected through direct voting,
while the remaining 110 will be
elected through a proportional
electoral system.

A party or a coalition needs
138 seats to win a clear majori-
ty. The Nepali Congress (NC)
was set to emerge as the single-
largest party after winning 42
seats alone under the direct
voting system.

Its alliance partners —
CPN-Maoist Centre and CPN-
Unified Socialist have won 12, 10

seats. The Lokatantrik Samaj-
wadi and Rastriya Janamorcha
have bagged two and one seats
respectively. They all are part of
the ruling alliance.

The Opposition alliance led
by former premier K P Sharma
Oli-led CPN-UML has bagged
38 seats. The CPN-UML has
won 30 seats. The CPN-UML
partners — the Rastriya Praja-
tantra Party and Janata Samaj-
wadi Party — have won five and
three seats respectively.
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Sri Lanka's all Tamil political
parties based in the East and

the North are set to meet on
Friday to push for federalism
ahead of President Ranil
Wickremesinghe's proposed all-
party meeting next month to
address the long-held demand
for political autonomy for the
minority community in the
country.

The meeting will be held at
the Colombo residence of R
Sampanthan, the 89-year-old
leader of the Tamil National
Alliance, sources in the party
said.

Wickremesinghe told par-
liament on Wednesday that it
was important to build trust
between the majority Sinhalese
and the Tamils to resolve the
long-standing conflict.

He proposed the all-party
meeting under his chair to dis-
cuss the issue to strike a solution
by February 4 next year which
is the 75th anniversary of the
country's independence from
Britain.

"Regardless of inter and

intra-party differences, the bot-
tom line is that all Sri Lankan
Tamil nationalist parties are
firmly supportive of a power-
sharing arrangement based
upon federal principles of the
federal idea," M A Sumanthiran,
a leading Tamil politician tweet-
ed.

The Tamil and the main
opposition parties have
expressed willingness to meet to
discuss the issue while at least
one Sinhala majority hardline
parliamentarian objected to the
proposal.

Sri Lanka has had a long his-
tory of failed negotiations with
the Tamils.

An Indian effort in 1987,
which created the system of a
joint provincial council for the
Tamil-dominated north and
east, faltered as the minority
community claimed it fell short
of full autonomy.

Wickremesinghe himself
tried a constitutional effort
between 2015-19 which too
came to be scuttled by the hard-
line majority politicians.

India has been consistently
calling upon Sri Lanka to fulfill

its commitments to protect the
interests of the Tamil commu-
nity and preserve the island
nation's character as a multi-eth-
nic and multi-religious society.

Over the years, the Sri
Lankan government has been
aggressive against Tamilian
groups following its war with the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE).

The LTTE ran a military
campaign for a separate Tamil
homeland in the northern and
eastern provinces of the island
nation for nearly 30 years before
its collapse in 2009 after the Sri
Lankan Army killed its supreme
leader Velupillai Prabhakaran.

According to Sri Lankan
government figures, over 20,000
people are missing due to vari-
ous conflicts including the three-
decade brutal war with Lankan
Tamils in the north and east
which claimed at least 100,000
lives.

International rights groups
claim at least 40,000 ethnic
Tamil civilians were killed in the
final stages of the war, but the Sri
Lankan government has dis-
puted the figures. 
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Authorities in Germany on Friday
were reviewing security measures

at Berlin's airport a day after six climate
activists invaded the grounds and
briefly disrupted flights.

German news agency dpa quoted
a spokesman for Berlin Brandenburg
Airport saying that Thursday's incident
was being reviewed to determine what
further action may be required.

Police said four protesters glued
themselves to the ground near the run-
way, while two others cycled across the
premises. The group Uprising of the
Last Generation, which has staged
numerous road blockades and other

stunts to highlight the need for action
against climate change, claimed respon-
sibility. The group said it wanted to
highlight the problem of fossil fuel sub-
sidies, such as for jet fuel, which allow
a minority of the world's population to
fly while the majority suffer the con-
sequences of climate change stoked by
greenhouse gas emissions.

It said the activists notified police
of their plans before entering the air-
port grounds.

The protest was widely criticised by
German lawmakers across political
lines, though Martin Schirdewan, co-
leader of the Left party, said the
activists had “put their finger on the
wound of political inaction in view of

the climate catastrophe.” Police said five
men and one woman aged between 20
and 32 were detained. Five people were
released, while the sixth remains in cus-
tody. All six are being investigated on
suspicion of endangering air traffic,
property damage and trespassing.

Airport authorities said 15 planes
had to be diverted to nearby airports
while five departures were delayed.
About 750 passengers were affected by
the disruption, it said.

Earlier this month,
hundreds of climate
protesters blocked pri-
vate jets from leaving
Amsterdam's Schiphol
Airport.
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Residents of some parts of
China’s capital were emp-
tying supermarket shelves

and overwhelming delivery apps
Friday as the city government
ordered faster construction of
COVID-19 quarantine centers
and field hospitals.

Uncertainty and scattered,
unconfirmed reports of lock-
downs in at least some Beijing
districts have fueled demand for
food and other supplies, some-
thing not seen in the city for
months. Unusually large num-
bers of shoppers in the city's
northern suburbs left shelves
bare in markets, but customers
were relatively few in the center
of the city of 21 million, where
supplies remained abundant.

Daily cases of COVID-19
across the country are hitting
records, with 32,695 reported
Friday. Of those, 1,860 were in
Beijing, the majority of them
asymptomatic.

Improvised quarantine cen-
ters and field hospitals hastily
thrown up in gymnasiums, exhi-
bition centers and other large,
open indoor spaces have
become notorious for over-
crowding, poor sanitation,
scarce food supplies and lights
that stay on 24 hours.

Most residents of the city
have already been advised not to
leave their compounds, some of
which are being fenced in. At
entrances, workers clad head to
toe in white hazmat suits stop
unauthorized people and make
sure residents show a recent neg-
ative COVID-19 test result on
their cellphone health apps to

gain entry.
Several university campus-

es have been closed off and stu-
dents in lower grades have been
shifted to online classes.

Meanwhile, some of Beij-
ing’s grocery delivery services
have reached capacity.

An increase in demand
combined with a worker short-
age left some customers unable
to book same-day delivery slots
on Friday for food and supplies
from popular online grocery ser-
vices such as Alibaba’s Freshippo
and Meituan Maicai.

Online, some Chinese users
said some delivery personnel
were unable to work because
their compounds were locked
down. The reports could not be
verified. Alibaba did not imme-
diately comment.

At a Friday afternoon news
conference, city government
spokesperson Xu Hejian said it
was necessary “to strengthen the
management and service guar-
antee" of quarantine centers and
field hospitals where people
who test positive for COVID-19
or have been in close contact
with an infected person are
taken by police.

Authorities must “further
accelerate" their construction
and “coordinate the allocation of
space, facilities, materials, per-
sonnel and other resources,"
Xu said.

Officials have in recent days
repeatedly insisted that China
must stick with its hard-line
“zero-COVID” policy that man-
dates lockdowns, mass testing
and quarantines for anyone sus-
pected of having come into
contact with the virus. 
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At least 10 people were
killed and nine injured in

a fire at a high-rise residential
building reportedly under
coronavirus lockdown restric-
tions in China's Xinjiang
province, officials said on
Friday, days after another
major blaze left 38 people
dead in central China.

It took firefighters about
three hours to douse the fire in
the bedroom of a 21-floor
residential building, with the
furniture, bedding, and other
daily necessities catching fire,
in Tianshan district of Urumqi,
the capital of Xinjiang Uygur
Autonomous Region, on
Thursday night, the local fire

department said. Ten people
died despite emergency treat-
ment, and nine others who
sustained injuries are stable, the
state-run Xinhua news agency
reported. However, later
reports and social media posts
said the building was under
COVID lockdown restrictions.

According to a report in
the state-run Global Times, the
community where the building
is located is a COVID low-risk
area and the residents could go
down. 

But a report in the Hong
Kong-based South China
Morning Post said such official
media reports were greeted
with skepticism online, with
web users questioning whether
that was really the case.
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Extremist politician Itamar Ben-Gvir, who has
a long record of anti-Arab rhetoric and

stunts, will become Israel's next minister of
national security, according to the first of what
are expected to be several coalition deals struck
by former Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's
Likud party.

Likud announced the agreement with Ben-
Gvir's Jewish Power party on Friday.

Negotiations with three other potential
far-right and ultra-Orthodox coalition partners
are continuing.

If successful, Netanyahu would return to the
prime minister's office and preside over the most
right-wing and religious government in Israel's
history.

The awarding of the sensitive role to Ben-
Gvir raises concerns of a further escalation in
Israeli-Palestinian tensions.

Ben-Gvir and his allies hope to grant
immunity to Israeli soldiers who shoot at
Palestinians, deport rival lawmakers and impose
the death penalty on Palestinians convicted of
attacks on Jews.
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The Walmart supervisor who
shot and killed six co-work-

ers in Virginia seemed to target
people and fired at some victims
after they were already hit and
appeared to be dead, said a wit-
ness who was present when the
shooting started.

Jessica Wilczewski said
workers were gathered in a store
break room to begin their
overnight shift late Tuesday
when team leader Andre Bing
entered and opened fire with a
handgun. While another witness
has described Bing as shooting
wildly, Wilczewski said she
observed him target certain
people.

“The way he was acting —
he was going hunting,"
Wilczewski told The Associated
Press on Thursday. "The way he
was looking at people’s faces and
the way he did what he did, he
was picking people out.”

She said she observed him
shoot at people who were
already on the ground.

“What I do know is that he
made sure who he wanted dead,
was dead,” she said. “He went
back and shot dead bodies that
were already dead. To make
sure.”

Wilczewski said she had
only worked at the store for five
days and didn't know with
whom Bing got along or had
problems. She said being a new
employee may have been the
reason she was spared.
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HDFC Bank expects to
amalgamate its home loan

major parent HDFC into itself
by September next year, a top
official said on Friday.

Both HDFC and HDFC
Bank held general meetings on
Friday to seek shareholder
approvals for what is billed as
the largest merger in Indian
corporate history at over USD
40 billion.

At the time of announcing
the merger on April 4 this year,
the entities had said the merg-

er will take 12-18 months.
“We believe going by the

past practice and going by past
trends, it will take about 8-10
months time before an effective
date is announced,” HDFC
Bank’s chief executive and
managing director Sashidharan
Jagdishan said at the meeting.

The merger will help
expand the capital adequacy
ratio of the merged entity by
0.20-0.30 per cent, courtesy the
healthy capital adequacy of
HDFC Ltd, he added. 

Given the fact that bank
deposits have to comply with
mandatory cash reserve ratio
and statutory liquidity ratio
requirements, many share-
holders at both meetings
showed keenness to under-
stand if the regulator will be
offering some forbearance for
the merged entity on this
aspect.
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Markets watchdog Sebi on
Friday directed stock

exchanges to impose “financial
disincentives” on stock brokers
for technical glitches at their
end, amid instances of snags at
the brokers’ end impacting the
overall trading system.

Besides, the stock brokers
would have to inform the
bourses within one hour of any
glitch happening in their trad-
ing sysstems as well as submit
a preliminary incident report in
one day.

As part of tightening the
regulations, Sebi also said that
the bourses should disseminate
on their websites the instances
of technical glitches occurring
in the trading systems of stock
brokers along with the Root
Cause Analysis (RCA) of such
issues. The new framework
would be effective from April
1, 2023, the Securities and
Exchange Board of India (Sebi)
said in a circular.

“Stock exchanges shall put
in place a structure of financial
disincentives applicable to
stock brokers for technical
glitches occurring in their trad-
ing systems and non-compli-
ance of the provisions made in
this regard,” Sebi said.

Against the backdrop of
multiple instances of technical
glitches in trading systems at
the end of the stock brokers, the
regulator had constituted a
working group to recommend
suitable measures to address
the issues.

The latest framework has
been put in place based on the
recommendations of the work-
ing group and views obtained
from stakeholders and indus-
try experts.

Sebi did not mention
about the specific “financial
disincentives” that are likely to
be faced by the stock brokers
for the glitches.

“Rapid technological
developments have increased
the ease of electronic trading in
securities markets. Technology-
related interruptions and
glitches (technical glitches) and
their impact on the investors’
opportunity to trade constitutes
major technology-related risk,”
Sebi said.

Apart from informing the
stock exchanges within one
hour of the glitch happening,
stock brokers would also have
to submit a Preliminary
Incident Report to the bours-
es within T+1 day of the inci-

dent (T being the date of the
incident).

The report would include
the date and time of the inci-
dent, the details of the incident,
effect of the incident and the
immediate action taken to rec-
tify the problem.

Further, the stock brokers
would have to submit a RCA
report of the technical glitch to
the stock exchange, within 14
days from the date of the inci-
dent. Sebi asked the stock bro-
kers to do capacity planning for
entire trading infrastructure -
- server capacities, network
availability, and the serving
capacity of trading applica-
tions. Also, they would have to
monitor peak load in their
trading applications, servers
and network architecture . 

The peak load would be
determined on the basis of
highest peak load observed by
the broker during a calendar
quarter.
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Water treatment player Va
Tech WABAG Ltd has

signed an agreement with
Asian Development Bank to
raise �200 crore through
unlisted non-convertible
debentures, the company said
on Friday.

This would be Asian
Development Bank’s first
investment in a water sector
company in the country.

“..Signed an agreement

with Asian Development Bank
towards raising �200 crore
through unlisted non-convert-
ible debentures carrying a five
year and three months tenure
which will be subscribed by
ADB over 12 months,” Va Tech
WABAG said in a statement.

The capital raised would be
used for working capital
requirements of the company
and would be within the cur-
rent borrowing limits thereby
not increasing the debt-level of
the company, it said.
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The state finance ministers’ panel for GST levy
on casinos, online gaming and horse racing

will submit its report to the GST Council next
week, Meghalaya Chief Minister Conrad Sangma
said on Friday.

Sangma-headed Group of Ministers (GoM)
held its final meeting on the issue earlier this
week and is understood to have recommended
a GST levy of 28 per cent on online gaming, irre-
spective of whether it is a game of skill or chance.

However, in the absence of consensus on
whether the tax should be levied on only the fees
charged by the portal or the entire considera-
tion, including the bet amount received from
participants, the GoM has decided to refer all
the suggestions to the GST Council for a final
decision.

Asked when the GoM would send the report
to the council, Sangama said: “We will submit
the report next week”.

Currently, online gaming attracts 18 per cent
GST. The tax is levied on gross gaming revenue,
which is the fees charged by online gaming por-
tals. The GoM in its earlier report submitted to
the council in June had suggested a 28 per cent
GST on the full value of the consideration,
including the contest entry fee, paid by the play-

er without making a distinction such as games
of skill or chance. However, the council had
asked the GoM to reconsider its report.

Talking to reporters, Tamil Nadu Finance
Minister P Thiaga Rajan said, “There was already
a report submitted once. That report will be the
basis of whatever the new report is”.

The 8-member GoM include Thiaga Rajan,
Maharashtra Deputy Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis, Finance Ministers of West Bengal
(Chandrima Bhattacharya), Gujarat (Kanubhai
Desai), Uttar Pradesh (Suresh Kumar Khanna),
Telangana (T Harish Rao), and Goa Industries
Minister Mauvin Godinho. 
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The Central Government
has released �17,000 crore

to states towards balance GST
compensation, taking the total
amount released so far this fis-
cal to over �1.15 lakh crore, the
Finance Ministry said on
Friday. “With this release, the
Centre has released, in advance,
the entire amount of Cess esti-
mated to be collected this year
till March-end available for
payment of compensation to
States,” the ministry said in a
statement. 

Goods and Services Tax
(GST) was introduced in the
country with effect from July 1,
2017, and states were assured of
compensation for the loss of
any revenue arising on account
of the implementation of GST
for a period of five years.

For providing compensa-
tion to states, a cess is levied on
certain goods and the amount
of cess collected is credited to
the compensation fund.

The central government
released an amount of Rs
17,000 crore to states/UTs on
November 24, 2022, towards
the balance GST compensation
for the period April to June
2022. The total amount of
compensation released to the
states/UTs so far, including the
aforesaid amount, during the
year 2022-23 is �1,15,662 crore,

the statement added.
“This is despite the fact that

total Cess collection till
October 2022 is only �72,147
crore and the balance of
�43,515 crore is being released
by the Centre from its own
resources,” the ministry said.

This decision was taken to
assist the states in managing
their resources and ensuring
that their programmes, espe-
cially the expenditure on cap-
ital are carried out successful-
ly during the financial year, it
added. 
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India is capable of generating
a 9 per cent growth rate but

in view of the geopolitical sit-
uation, we should be satisfied
with a 6.5-7 per cent econom-
ic expansion, says Sanjiv Sanyal,
member of the Economic
Advisory Council to the Prime
Minister.

India is following an
“investment and export-driven
growth model” and against the
backdrop of “turbulent” global
times, the RBI and the govern-
ment have followed a restrained
macro-economic approach,
which is a correct step.

“It is a very turbulent time
and we are generating a 7 per
cent growth rate already.
Nothing to sniff at. But if we get
an open road, this economic
machinery that we have built is
capable of generating a 9 per
cent growth rate,” Sanyal said at
the Times Now Summit 2022.
The global economy is facing
supply chain disruptions fol-
lowing the outbreak of the
Russia-Ukraine war in
February.

In its World Economic
Outlook released last month,

the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) forecast global
growth to slow from 6 per cent
in 2021 to 3.2 per cent in 2022
and 2.7 per cent in 2023.

A Finance Ministry report
has said that India is well
placed to grow at a “moderately
brisk rate” in the coming years
on the back of macroeconom-
ic stability, despite global mon-
etary tightening.

Sanyal said, “This is not
the time to try and overextend
ourselves. Any growth rate
between 6.5-7 per cent growth
rate is not to be sniffed at. Even
in the best of times. So let us be
satisfied for now. But the time
has come when we will be able
to press the accelerator and I’m
assuring you that the Indian
supply side is ready for the big
time”. He said India is getting
inserted into the global supply
chain.

“With the problems hap-
pening in the Foxconn factory
in China, the only other place
where Apple has a sizeable
capacity is in India. There is an
opportunity for us to insert in
the global supply chain and we
are already doing this,” Sanyal
added.

)��������*���

�� 
�
����� 
3@� ����% ����� �/�0�1

In the second consecutive
week of an increase in the

kitty, India’s forex reserves have
grown by USD 2.537 billion to
USD 547.252 billion for the
week ended November 18, the
RBI said on Friday. 

In the previous reporting
week, the overall kitty had
swelled by USD 14.721 billion
in the highest weekly rise since
August 2021 to $544.715 bil-
lion. It can be noted that in
October 2021, the country’s
forex kitty had reached an all-
time high of $645 billion. The
reserves have been declining as
the central bank deploys the
kitty to defend the rupee amid
pressures caused by global
developments.

Foreign currency assets
(FCA), a major component of
the overall reserves, increased
by $1.76 billion to $484.288 bil-
lion during the week to
November 18, according to
the Weekly Statistical
Supplement released by the
RBI on Friday. Expressed in
dollar terms, the foreign cur-
rency assets include the effect
of appreciation or depreciation
of non-US units like the euro,
pound and yen held in the for-
eign exchange reserves.
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Benchmark Sensex and Nifty
advanced further to settle at

record highs for the second day
in a row on Friday, helped by
intense buying in index majors
Reliance Industries, Wipro and
Maruti.

In a choppy and range-
bound trade, the 30-share BSE
Sensex rose by 20.96 points or
0.03 per cent to settle at
62,293.64, its fresh record clos-
ing high. During the day, it
jumped 175.05 points or 0.28
per cent to 62,447.73 — its life-
time intra-day peak.

Likewise, broader NSE
Nifty went up by 28.65 points
or 0.15 per cent to end at
18,512.75, its all-time high.

The key indices had
gained over 1 per cent on
Thursday to end at record high
levels. The indices have extend-
ed the winning run for the
fourth day with the Sensex ris-
ing by 1,140 points or close to
2 per cent and Nifty gaining
352 points or 2.29 per cent. 

Reliance Industries
emerged as the biggest gainer
among the Sensex firms, rising
1.34 per cent, followed by
Wipro, Tech Mahindra, Axis
Bank, IndusInd Bank, Maruti,
Tata Steel and Mahindra &
Mahindra were among the
major winners.

On the other hand, Nestle,
Kotak Mahindra Bank, ICICI
Bank and HCL Technologies
were the major laggards.

“Markets ended flat in a

sluggish trading session, as
investors stayed on the sidelines
due to lack of cues from the US
markets, which was shut on
Thursday. While most of the
Asian gauges ended in the red,
local benchmarks managed to
eke out modest gains amid thin
volumes,” said Amol Athawale,
Deputy Vice President -
Technical Research, Kotak
Securities Ltd.

“Benchmark indices ended
on a positive note amid volatil-
ity. Overall domestic markets
are continuously showing
strength amid global macro
concerns and we believe that
Indian markets would contin-
uously outperform global
indices backed by strong cor-
porate earnings and healthy
demand,” said Mohit Nigam,
Fund Manager & Head - PMS,
Hem Securities.

In the broader market, the
BSE midcap gauge climbed
0.77 per cent and smallcap
index jumped 0.69 per cent.
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State-owned Coal India on
Friday said it will further

boost production in the com-
ing months and is optimistic
that the company will achieve
the output target set for the cur-
rent financial year.

Coal India (CIL), which
accounts for over 80 per cent of
domestic coal production, is
eyeing an output of 700 million
tonnes (MT) for FY’23.

“We began FY’23 requir-
ing 78 MT jump in volume
terms to touch the target of 700
MT. As of November 24, the
company has already achieved
an increase of nearly 58 MTs.

“In the ensuing months we
aim to sustain the tempo and

further scale up the production
and feel upbeat about achiev-
ing the target,” the PSU said in
a statement.

Following the end of the
monsoon season, most of the
mines have been dewatered.
The festive season is also over.
There will be greater availabil-
ity of machines and manpow-
er leading to better production
and productivity in the coming
months, the company said.

The PSU produced 400
million tonnes (MT) of coal as
on November 24 of the current
financial year, registering a
growth of 17 per cent.

As of November 24, 2021
CIL had produced 342 MT of
coal.

The PSU said that its
increased production brought
down the asking annual growth
rate to 6.9 per cent from 12.4
per cent at the start of the year.

Paving the path to
increased production in the
remaining months of the cur-
rent financial year, the compa-
ny’s overburden removal
(OBR) has been consistently
logging an average of 5.4 mil-
lion cubic metres (MCuM) per
day during November till now.
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The rupee settled for the day
8 paise higher at 81.62

(provisional) against the
American currency on Friday
on broad dollar weakness and
improved risk sentiments.

Forex traders said positive
domestic equities and foreign
fund inflows supported the
local unit. At the interbank for-
eign exchange market, the local
unit opened at 81.69 and
touched an intra-day high of
81.44 and a low of 81.71 against
the greenback.

The local unit finally set-
tled at 81.62, registering a rise
of 8 paise over its previous close.
On Thursday, the rupee appre-

ciated by 23
paise to close
at 81.70
against the
US dollar.
The Indian
rupee appre-
ciated on positive domestic
equities and a weak US Dollar.
Foreign fund inflows also sup-
ported Rupee, said Anuj
Choudhary - Research Analyst
at Sharekhan by BNP Paribas.

The US dollar declined on
extended losses as the Federal
Open Market Committee
(FOMC) minutes showed that
a majority of Federal Reserve
policymakers agree that it
would likely soon be appropri-
ate to slow the pace of rate hike.

��� � 345�64781�

Billionaire Gautam Adani’s
conglomerate on Friday

said it will raise �20,000 crore
in equity to fund the massive
expansion at his sprawling
business empire that now spans
from ports to energy to cement.

Adani Enterprises Ltd, the
flagship firm of Asia’s richest
person, will raise funds through
the issue of fresh equity shares,
it said in a stock exchange fil-
ing.

The public offering will
help Adani Enterprises Ltd

(AEL), which is the business
incubator for the group and
currently houses businesses
from civil aviation to data cen-
tres, diversify the shareholder

base and build its credibility
and acceptance among
investors.

Promoters currently hold
72.63 per cent shares of AEL.
Of the remaining 27.37 per
cent, almost 20 per cent is held
by insurance companies and
foreign portfolio investors.

Shares of AEL have more
than doubled in the last one
year, giving it a market value of
�4.46 lakh crore.

Benchmark S&P BSE
Sensex index has risen just 5.4
per cent over the same 
period.

����� 345�64781�

Gold prices fell by �270 to
�52,837 per 10 grams in

the national capital on Friday
amid weak global trends,
according to HDFC Securities.

In the previous trade, the
precious metal had settled at
�53,107 per 10 grams.

Silver also tumbled by
�705 to �61,875 per kg.

“Stronger rupee and risk-
on sentiments weighed on the
domestic gold prices,” said
Dilip Parmar, Research Analyst
at HDFC Securities.

Bullion has rallied about 8
per cent in November amid
dollar weakness, Parmar said.

The rupee appreciated 16
paise to 81.54 against the US
dollar in early trade on Friday
on broad dollar weakness and
in line with its Asian peers.
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Asecond-half brace by Richarlison,
including a stunning overhead
scissor kick, gave tournament

favorites Brazil a 2-0 win over Serbia in
their opening World Cup game at the
Lusail Stadium on Thursday.

The record five-time winners had
toiled at times in the first half but
improved after the break and were
rewarded when Tottenham Hotspur
striker Richarlison followed in to score
the opener in the 62nd minute when a
Vinicius Junior shot was saved.

Vinicius then set up Richarlison to
score again in the 73rd minute with a
stunning acrobatic effort that is surely
the goal of the World Cup so far.

The result continues Brazil’s superb
record in the World Cup group stage,
in which their last defeat came in 1998
against Norway, when they had already
secured a place in the next round.

Tite’s side are now already on top
of Group G ahead of Switzerland, who
beat Cameroon 1-0 earlier and who are
Brazil’s next opponents.

The scoreline here was the same as
when these sides met in the group stage
in 2018 but Brazil are determined to do
far better than four years ago, when they
lost to Belgium in the quarter-finals.

They have come to Qatar as the
favorites for a sixth title, two decades

after their last victory.
Other results in the opening round

of matches in Qatar served as a warn-
ing, with their great rivals Argentina
suffering a shock defeat to Saudi Arabia
at the same stadium and Germany
being shocked by Japan.

However, Brazil would have known
not to take Serbia lightly, given that the
side who lie 21st in the FIFA rankings

are one of Europe’s most improved
teams and topped their qualifying
group above Portugal. Yet it still would
have been a huge shock for Brazil to lose
at a ground where they intend to return
for the final on December 18.

Tite sent out a very attack-mind-
ed side, with Neymar in support of
Richarlison while Raphinha and
Vinicius occupied the wings and Lucas

Paqueta added creativity in central mid-
field. Neymar, the world’s most expen-
sive player, kicked off needing just two
goals to equal Pele’s all-time record tally
of 77 for Brazil, but he will have to wait
a little longer to get them.

The best Brazilian moments in the
first half came when Thiago Silva’s
defense-splitting pass found Vinicius in
the box, only for goalkeeper Vanja

Milinkovic-Savic to thwart the Real
Madrid man, and when Raphinha
played a one-two with Paqueta before
his shot was saved.

Barcelona winger Raphinha was
involved again within a minute of the
restart when he hounded Nemanja
Gudelj out of possession but was again
denied by the goalkeeper.

However, Serbia’s resistance was
broken just after the hour mark.

The warning had come when Alex
Sandro lashed a left-foot shot off an
upright and two minutes later the goal
arrived.

Neymar set up Vinicius for a shot
that Milinkovic-Savic got a hand to, but
the ball broke to Richarlison who fol-
lowed in to score.

Serbia responded by bringing on
Dusan Vlahovic, the exciting Juventus
striker who had been struggling with
injury.

Yet Brazil had now found their
stride and the second goal when it came
was worthy of the biggest stage.

A Vinicius cross with the outside
of his right boot was controlled by
Richarlison who then spun around and
leapt to score with an outrageous acro-
batic effort.

Brazil could have scored more, with
Casemiro seeing a shot come back off
the crossbar, but this was a very
promising start.

���� 6:8�

Brazil were sweating on the
fitness of Neymar on Friday

after their talisman sprained his
ankle in the World Cup win
over Serbia.

The forward suffered the
injury in a collision with Nikola
Milenkovic during the second
half. The 30-year-old Paris
Saint-Germain player attempt-
ed to continue but was substi-
tuted with about 10 minutes to
go, shortly after Richarlison put
Brazil two goals ahead.

Neymar was seen limping
heavily after the game in Doha
and photos showed swelling on
his right ankle.

He declined to speak to
journalists as he left the stadi-
um, but posted a light-hearted
message on Twitter, without
making reference to his injury.

"Tough game but it was
important to win," he said.
"Congratulations team, first

step taken... six to go." 
Team doctor Rodrigo

Lasmar said it was too early to
jump to conclusions.

"We need to wait 24 to 48
hours to have a better assess-
ment," said Lasmar. "We have
not scheduled any MRI (scan)
and tomorrow we'll have a
new assessment.

"We need to wait, we can-
not make any premature com-
ments about his evolution."

Coach Tite was optimistic
that Neymar would be back to
lead Brazil's bid for a record-
extending sixth World Cup
crown.

They next face Switzerland
on Monday, with their final
Group G match against Came-
roon. "You can be certain that
Neymar is going to play in the
World Cup," Tite said, adding
that the attacker had initially
stayed on the pitch after hurt-
ing his ankle "because the team
needed him".

���� 6:8�

Iran claimed a famous 2-0 vic-
tory over 10-man Wales on

Friday as Carlos Queiroz's men
scored two goals deep into
added time to keep their World
Cup campaign alive.

The Iran players sent their
thousands of supporters at the
Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium deliri-
ous by beating a European
team at a World Cup for the
first time.

Wales goalkeeper Wayne
Hennessey became the first
player to be sent off in the

Qatar tournament for clattering
into Mehdi Taremi late in the
game.

Iran, who had earlier twice
struck the woodwork, finally
broke the deadlock in the 98th
minute through substitute
Rouzbeh Cheshmi's powerful
drive.

Ramin Rezaeian clipped
in a second on the counter-
attack three minutes later.

Iran, who would have been
eliminated with a defeat,
instead climbed to second in
Group B behind England,
against whom they had lost 

6-2 in their opening game.
Wales tumbled to the bot-

tom of the group and will have
to defeat neighbours England
in their final match next week
to have any chance of reaching
the knockout phase in their
first World Cup since 1958.

The United States take on
England later on Friday.

���� 6:8�

Iran's team sang the nation-
al anthem before Friday's

World Cup match against
Wales, having opted not to do
so in their tournament open-
er in Qatar.

The Iranian players had
stood impassively during
their anthem before their 6-
2 defeat to England on
Monday in an apparent ges-
ture of solidarity with anti-
government protesters in the
Islamic republic.

Some Iranian fans were
in tears during the singing of
the anthem.

���� 6:8�

Robert Lewandowski is still
Poland's penalty-taker

despite missing in their World
Cup opener and is primed to
break his tournament duck,
coach Czeslaw Michniewicz
said on Friday.

The Barcelona predator
has plundered 76 goals for his
country, but none have come at
a World Cup and he had a tame
penalty saved in Poland's 0-0

draw with Mexico on Tuesday.
That put pressure on

Poland to beat Saudi Arabia -
- who stunned Argentina 2-1 in
the opening round of games -
- on Saturday if they are to
progress to the last 16 in Qatar.

"When it comes penalties,
Robert is still number one," said
Michniewicz.

He added: "He feels ready
to score for Poland."

Defender Jan Bednarek
also backed Lewandowski to
find the net, but said the 34-
year-old striker would not be
too concerned as long he was
helping the team.

"Robert Lewandowski is
our captain, he is a striker and
wants to score as many goals as
he can," said the Aston Villa
player.

"But for him the team is
more important. He swallows
his pride and really focuses on
working as hard as he can, it
isn't important for him if he
scores or not.

"This is the best striker in
the world," Bednarek added.

"I hope tomorrow he will
lead us to victory."

���� 6:8�

Qatar is staring at the World
Cup exit.
Senegal sent the host team

to a second loss at its home tour-
nament on Friday after seizing
on a defensive error from the
Qatar team for the opening
goal in a 3-1 victory.

Qatar's elimination from
the World Cup could now come
on Friday and less than a week
into the tournament it's been
preparing to play in for 12 years
if Netherlands and Ecuador
draw in the day's other Group A
game, or if the Dutch win.

It would confirm Qatar as
the worst-performing host team
in the 92-year history of the
World Cup.

Senegal, on the other hand,
got its campaign back on track
after losing 2-0 to the
Netherlands in the first match.

Against Qatar, Senegal strik-
er Boulaye Dia drilled in the first
goal after defender Boualem
Khoukhi tried to make a clear-
ance under no pressure, didn't
connect properly and landed on
his backside. The ball dribbled
away from Khoukhi.

And Dia, grateful for the
gift, lashed it in.

Famara Diedhiou made it 
2-0 at the start of the second half
with a header from a corner
while two Qatar defenders failed
to stop him.

Qatar was denied a penalty
and the chance of the lead
before Dia's goal, though, when
Akram Afif was clear on the left
and then knocked over by a
charging Ismaila Sarr. Referee
Antonio Mateu of Spain didn't
award a penalty even though
replays suggested that contact
was made.

Qatar did at least score a
goal through substitute Moham-
med Muntari. 
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It was not supposed to be this way. Before
the World Cup started, hopes were high

in Argentina that Lionel Messi was set for
a glorious swansong.

The diminutive superstar with magic in
his boots insisted he was in fine shape phys-
ically ahead of what he suggested would be
his final tilt at World Cup success.

After winning La Liga 10 times, the
Ballon d'Or seven times, the Champions
League four times and the Copa America
once, this trophy is all that is missing from
Messi's massive collection of personal and
collective accolades.

Argentina came into the tournament on
a remarkable 36-match unbeaten streak hav-
ing stunned bitter rivals Brazil in their own
back yard to win last year's Copa America.

Pundits and fans the world over were
proclaiming Argentina one of - if not the -
favourites.

Argentines were allowing themselves to
dream: one of the greatest players the world
has ever seen was about to lift football's
greatest prize.

But Tuesday's shock 2-1 defeat to a tac-
tically superior and more athletic Saudi
Arabia has brought them back down to earth
with a bump.

The realisation is that far from coating
an already delicious cake with icing, Messi's
World Cup story may just be about to end
in ignominious fashion.

The autopsy has already begun in
Argentina. Football pundits and fans alike
are speculating whether or not the 'Pibe' was
truly fit.

He had sat out a couple of group train-
ing sessions, following his own personal pro-
gramme apart, because of a knock on his
calf.

A picture went viral on social media of
his apparently deformed ankle - although
he was merely wearing an ice pack.

Fingers were even pointed at his club
Paris Saint-Germain, seemingly for daring
to play him week in, week out rather than

wrap him in cotton wool so he could arrive
at the World Cup in the best possible shape
to help his country.

Coach Lionel Scaloni also came under
fire for his perceived inability to spring the
Saudis' high defensive line as his side were
caught offside seven times in the first half.

He was also castigated for their inabil-
ity to break down a stubborn defence that
dropped deeper once they took the lead.

Messi will have to lift himself above the
poor fare produced against Saudi if
Argentina are to beat Mexico on Saturday
and keep their hopes of progressing alive.

���� 6:8�

Kevin De Bruyne called on
his Belgium team-mates to

be braver on Friday, insisting
he also needs improve ahead of
Sunday's World Cup clash
with Morocco.

The Red Devils scraped a
narrow 1-0 win over Canada in
their opening Group F game
on Wednesday despite an
unimpressive performance in
which De Bruyne won a man-
of-the-match award he then
said he didn't deserve.

During the game he was
visibly annoyed with Belgium's
performance and only a
Thibaut Courtois save from
Alphonso Davies' penalty
stopped spirited Canada from
taking an early lead.

"We can show more brav-
ery, be better on the ball, and
overall improve our perfor-
mance, and individually it's the
same," De Bruyne told
reporters.

"I was on the level that the
team was playing at, I was
below average, I expect myself
to be way better than that.
That's what I'm going to try
and do in the next game."

A victory over Morocco
would secure them a place in
the last 16, with striker Romelu
Lukaku potentially an option
from the bench after training
with his teammates on Friday
following a thigh injury.

"Romelu's return will not
change the way we play, but of
course he is a top striker," said
De Bruyne.

���� 6:8�

Denmark coach Kasper Hjulmand
says he has no fears about facing

World Cup holders France on Saturday
having twice beaten them in the Nations
League this year.

The Danes drew 0-0 with Tunisia in
their opening game but know a positive
result against France at Stadium 974 will
leave them well placed in Group D
before playing Australia in their final
match.

"It's an important game for us after
the start we had. They're opponents who
belong at the very top of world football,
they're the reigning champions,"
Hjulmand told a news conference on
Friday.

"The quality and talent they have in

France at the moment is spectacular. I
have great respect for them but we also
know how strong we are."

Euro 2020 semi-finalists Denmark

defeated France home and away in the
Nations League and arrived in Qatar as
one of the pre-tournament dark horses.

The two teams also met in the group

stage at the last World Cup, playing out
the only goalless draw four years ago in
Russia.

"We know if we play our very best
we know we have a chance of getting a
good result against France. To be able to
do that we have to take a big step forward
from the first match," said Hjulmand.

Asked if there was a particular plan
to counter Mbappe, Hjulmand replied:
"I don't think it's good to be frightened
of anything.

"In the last game we played in
Copenhagen (against France in
September) we had a good plan. He had
two or three big chances.

"No matter what plans you have
against top-class players such as Mbappe,
you can't keep a top player like that
down.
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Indian bowlers crumbled in the
face of Tom Latham's counter-

attacking hundred as New
Zealand rallied to crush India by
seven wickets in the first ODI
here on Friday.

On a ground where a 300-
plus total had been chased only
once, India fancied their chances
after posting 306 for seven and
then leaving the New Zealanders
at 88 for three in the 20th over.

The hosts had the last laugh
in the end though, reaching the
target with 17 balls to spare
thanks to Latham's unbeaten
104-ball 145 and skipper Kane
Williamson's 94 not out off 98
deliveries as they added 221 runs
for an unbeaten fourth-wicket
partnership.

At the end of the 39th over,
New Zealand needed 91 in 66
balls at nearly 8.30 runs an
over.

By the time Shardul Thakur
(1/63) had completed a forget-
table 40th over, the hosts were
in total control of the game, with
Latham amassing 25 runs with
the help of four fours and a six.

That over swung the match
firmly in New Zealand's favour
as the visitors struggled to con-
tain Latham who galloped
towards victory.

Latham's belligerent innings
comprised as many as 19 bound-
aries and five sixes, while
Williamson hit seven fours and
one maximum.

Tearaway pacer Umran
Malik (2/66) made his presence
felt on debut with his thunder-
bolts after an impressive show by
the Indian batters, though the
youngster from Jammu proved
to be expensive.

Coming off a first-ball duck,

Shreyas Iyer found form with a
neat half-century before
Washington Sundar blazed away
to a 16-ball 37 to guide India to
a competitive total.

Besides Iyer's 76-ball 80,
Shikhar Dhawan (72 off 77
balls) and Shubman Gill (50 off

65), too, struck fluent fifties after
the tourists were sent in to bat.

Umran bagged his maiden
ODI wicket when Devon
Conway went for an expansive
drive off a quick delivery, only
to get an outside edge for
Rishabh Pant to complete an

easy catch. Daryl Mitchell
became Umran's second victim
when he slashed one towards
deep point. That wasn't one the
best of deliveries bowled by
him on the day but the pressure
he generated with his earing
pace certainly helped him in get-
ting the wicket.

However, Williamson and
Latham rallied to lift the Kiwis
to victory with a big partnership,
leaving the Indians stunned.

Earlier, Sundar smashed
three sixes and as many fours to
prop up India at the death,
while Iyer hit four maximums
and four boundaries, having
entered the game after his duck
in the final T20 International
two days ago.

New Zealand decided to
field first after winning the toss
and while Kane Williamson's
bowlers prevented the Indians
from getting off to a flyer, skip-
per Dhawan and Gill opened up
after being watchful.

Having reached 40 in the

first 10 overs after Gill was
dropped by Lockie Ferguson off
the bowling of Matt Henry, the
Indian openers sought to
improve the run rate and looked
for boundaries.

Their quest paid off as India
went past 100 in the 21st over
with both Dhawan and Gill
clearing the ropes on a regular
basis.

Dhawan slashed Henry
behind deep point and clipped
him off pads in the 15th over to
get two successive fours.

The India captain then got
two more boundaries, off Adam
Milne, including a smart upper
cut to bring up India's hundred.

Having already hit two sixes
over long-on and third man, for
which he employed an excellent
ramp shot, Gill got his third
maximum when he smashed
left-arm spinner Mitchell
Santner down the ground and
into the sightscreen.

Even as Dhawan got two
boundaries against Tim Southee,
Gill swept Santner for a bound-
ary and closed in on fifty. How-
ever, right after reaching his half-
century, Gill got out after failing
to clear Devon Conway in the
deep off Ferguson.

Looking in fine fettle,
Dhawan too was dismissed soon
after as he hit Southee straight
to Finn Allen at point.

When on 11, Iyer was offe-
red a life by Tom Latham after
the batter had attempted the
ramp shot against a short Milne
delivery.

However, a ball after guid-
ing Ferguson to the fine leg
boundary, Pant went for the pull
and dragged it onto his stumps,
bringing to an end an innings
that failed to inspire confidence.

That brought into the mid-
dle the man-in-form, Surya-
kumar Yadav, who got off the
mark with an exquisite cover
drive. But, two balls, later, he was
walking back to the dressing
room after edging the nippy
Ferguson to Allen at first slip.

The the duo of Iyer and
Sanju Smason (36 off 38 balls)
then forged a 94-run partnership
to steady the ship until the lat-
ter fell to a brilliant catch by
Glenn Phillips.
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India batter Shreyas Iyer
admitted that a "few things

didn't go their way" in the
opening ODI against New
Zealand and as a team, they
need to "introspect" and come-
back stronger in the remaining
two games of the series.

"The situation we were in
and from there to reach 307 is
a commendable total.
Definitely, some things didn't
go our way today but it's a
learning curve, we can intro-
spect, comeback with new
ideas in the next game," he said
in the post-match press confer-
ence.

The right-handed batter
said India can't afford to get
bogged down by the defeat and
approach the next two match-
es with a positive frame of
mind.

"It's not easy to directly
come from India and play
here. Wickets keep on chang-
ing in every place and this is a
challenge which you need to
face. You have to be mentally
strong, just have to adapt to the
situations," Iyer said.

He lauded the fearless
approach of Tom Latham and
skipper Kane Williamson,
which made a big difference.

"Both of them (Latham
and Williamson) played fantas-
tic knocks. They knew which
bowlers to target at a specific
time. I believe their partnership
completely changed the sce-
nario of the game and that was
a crucial phase for us to get
wickets.

"If we would have got one
wicket we would have been
under their skin and the situ-
ation could have been com-
pletely different. But kudos to
them that they found the
strength to convert those loose
balls into boundaries and sixes.
They were fearless in their
approach and I feel that's what
helped them," Iyer added.

Chasing a required run
rate of over eight, Latham
hammered Shardul Thakur
for 25 runs in the 40th over
that included a six and four
boundaries that shifted the
momentum of the match.

"The way Latham took
over that over (40th), I think
that completely shifted the
momentum towards them. He
wanted to come in and he
wanted to build that partner-
ships. Since they have been
playing together for so many
years so they know their
strengths and weaknesses pre-
tty closely,'" Iyer said.
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India captain Shikhar Dhawan
feels his bowlers failed to exe-

cute their plans and bowled too
short to an attacking batter like
Tom Latham, who cashed in on
the opportunity to register his
career-best ODI score here on
Friday. Latham hit an attacking
unbeaten 145 off 104 balls
while skipper Kane Williamson
struck an unconquered 94 off
98 deliveries.

"We felt good with the
total. The ball was seaming in

the first 15 overs. This ground
is a bit different than other
grounds. We bowled a lot on a
short of a length, and Latham
attacked. We misfielded on a
few balls," a disappointed
Dhawan said.

"But as I said, we were quite
short to Latham, and that's
where he took the game away.
He hit four boundaries in the
40th over, and that's where the
game shifted. Surely lots of
learning for the boys."

New Zealand skipper
Williamson said Latham played

a special knock at the Eden
Park, where anything is
chaseable because of the dimen-
sions of the square bound-
aries. "It was a competitive
total. If you build partnerships
here at Eden Park, you can
chase anything. Incredible
innings from Tom Latham.

"On these drop-in pitches,
you bowl full and straight, and
it can be difficult. It was one of
the most special ODI knocks I
have seen. You are always in the
game with the dimensions,"
Williamson said.
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Star all-rounder Moeen Ali
sees nothing wrong in rival

teams trying to "copy" the much-
talked-about England template
in white-ball cricket following
their resounding success in
global events.

With their recent triumph
in Australia, England became
the first team to hold the ODI
and T20 World Cup trophy in
the same cycle.

Eoin Morgan brought about
a radical change in mindset and
playing style following England's
dismal campaign in the 2015
World Cup and Jos Buttler is
carrying forward his legacy.

An important member of
the English white-ball team,
Moeen feels it is natural for other
teams to emulate their aggressive
approach to the game. He also
drew a parallel with the all- con-
quering Australian team of the
1990s and early 2000s.

"The template was spoken
about long ago. I feel we have
become a better team now.
Morgs (Morgan) did a brilliant
job to change the mindset,
which is the hardest part, to put
the template there.

"Now we can adapt to dif-
ferent conditions, different
teams, use different bowlers in
the death and there is flexibili-
ty in the batting order. This team
is going to get even better,"
Moeen said.

On the England template
which has become the bench-
mark in international cricket, the
35-year-old said: "Whenever a
team is winning, for example
Australia. They used to win all
the trophies. Everyone wanted to
copy them. Now England have

won 50 over and T20 world titles
and teams want to copy us."

England had lost to India
and South Africa at home ear-
lier this year and Moeen said it
was a timely wake-up call for
them.

"We played South Africa
and India in the summer. They
beat us because they were play-
ing the same brand of cricket we
were playing.

"So we knew we had to get
better and it is a good template
to follow. I won't be surprised if
other teams follow that tem-
plate," said Moeen.

England had lost to India at
home but they gave them a hid-
ing in the World Cup semifinals
with a 10-wicket win.

England have won two
world titles in the last three years
while India await their first ICC
trophy since 2013.

Asked about India's inabil-
ity to win global events while
they consistently do well in
bilateral cricket: Moeen said:
"The pressure is different, we felt
a lot of pressure this time as we
were desperate to win the trophy.

"We also know the other
teams are feeling the same pres-
sure. In a bilateral series, there
is a lot to consider and you can
rest players.

"When it comes to ICC,
there are different venues, the
pressure is different. That is
where the mindset comes into
play.

"If you have the team ethos
where you don't worry about
getting out, that helps. We played
our best cricket against India
that day. If you play a certain
brand of cricket you will fail but
you have to stick with the play-
ers as long as you can."
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The Indian men's hockey
team will get another chance

to reassess its strength and
weakness ahead of the World
Cup when it squares off against
world number one Australia in
a five-match series, starting here
on Saturday.

It has always been a her-
culean task for India to challenge
the might of the Australians,
who are dominant force in
World hockey.

It will be the first time they
meet since Australia thrashed
India 7-0 in the CWG final in
Birmingham.

World No.5 India will clear-
ly start as underdogs against the
Kookaburras though Graham

Reid's team has been a force to
reckon with since winning a his-
toric bonze in the Tokyo
Olympics last year.

India are coming into the
match after two victories against
New Zealand and mixed results
(1W, 1L) against Spain in
Bhubaneswar in the fresh FIH
Pro League season.

Both Spain and New
Zealand are lower-ranked sides
— at eighth and ninth respec-
tively — and facing Australia at
home will be an altogether dif-
ferent proposition for the Indian
side.

Talking about the series,
India head coach Reid said,
"There is no better place to come
than Australia for preparation
for the World Cup.

"Australia's way of play is
very grounded in India. What's
great about this series is that
both teams get to learn about the
different skills that both bring to
the table," said the Australian
during the pre-match press con-
ference on Friday.

With the FIH World Cup in
Bhubaneswar-Rourkela less than
50 days away, captain
Harmanpreet Singh said each
match against Australia will
prove vital in their preparations
for the marquee event at home.

"This series is really impor-
tant for us. When you are pre-
paring for a mega event like 
the World Cup, it's always 
good to play against the best in
the lead up," said the ace drag-
flicker.

The FIH Player of the Year
is also hoping that his team will
get enough support from the
Indians residing in Australia.

"It is great to be in Australia
after so many years gap. Due to
Covid we couldn't travel here,
there are many passionate
Indian hockey fans here and we
always love playing in front of
them. I am looking forward to
good matches here."

The Australian squad will be
led by co-captains Aran
Zalewski and Eddie Ockenden,
who is set to play his 400th inter-
national in the second match on
Sunday.

The other four matches 
will also be played here on
November 27, 30, December 3
and 4.
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With attention mostly cen-
tered around the likes of

Virat Kohli, seasoned opener
Shikhar Dhawan "doesn't get the
accolades that he deserves"
despite delivering both as a
player and captain, feels former
India coach Ravi Shastri.

Leading the Indian team in
the three-match ODI series in
New Zealand, Dhawan led from
the front in the opener here on
Friday, scoring a fluent 77-ball
72 at the top of the order while
adding 124 runs for the first
wicket with Shubman Gill.

Impressed by the left-hand-
ed Dhawan's effort, Shastri said
on broadcasters Prime Video,
"He's vastly experienced. He
doesn't get the accolades that he
deserves." "To be honest, most of
the spotlight is on Virat Kohli
and Rohit Sharma. But when
you look at his one-day cricket
record, and you look at some of
the innings he has played against
top teams in big games, it's an
outstanding record."

Shastri, during whose
coaching tenure Dhawan has
played in the national team, said
the 36-year-old opener has got
all the shots to succeed against
quality fast bowlers.

"A left-hander at the top
makes a lot of difference. He is
a natural stroke player, he has got
all the shots to counter top class
fast bowling, the pull, the cut,
and the drive. He likes it when
the ball is coming onto the bat,

and I think his experience will
be handy here.

"There are a lot of talented
youngsters around, but I think
in this format of the game, his
experience will be in value," said
Shastri who had called Dhawan
a gun player earlier in the year.

During his stay in the mid-
dle at Eden Park, Dhawan, who
has got over 6500 runs in ODIs,
found the fence 13 times and
looked good for more before hit-
ting one straight to point.

It is not the first time that
Dhawan is wearing the captain's
hat as he has led a second-string
Indian team in the past and
enjoyed good results against Sri
Lanka (2-1), South Africa (2-1)
and West Indies (3-0).

Dhawan was recently hand-
ed the captaincy of IPL side
Punjab Kings, who have been
struggling to reach the play-offs.
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Fabio Fognini and Simone
Bolelli cruised to victory in

the deciding doubles as Italy beat
the US 2-1 in their Davis Cup
quarterfinal in Malaga on
Thursday.

Victory set up a semifinal
clash on Saturday against
Canada who also triumphed in
the deciding doubles of their
last-eight tie against Germany to
win 2-1.

“I am really happy, I am here
with my ‘brother.’ We played
really well,” said Fognini, after
the pair beat Jack Sock and
Tommy Paul 6-4, 6-4.

Italy, shorn of their two top
players, world No. 15 Jannik
Sinner and 16th-ranked Matteo
Berrettini, eliminated an
American team led by ninth-
ranked Taylor Fritz and Francis
Tiafoe, who is in the top 20.

Lorenzo Sonego, ranked
45th, opened the tie by coming
from a set down to beat Tiafoe
6-3, 7-6 (9/7).

Fritz leveled when he sur-
vived a tough first set to beat
Lorenzo Musetti 7-6 (10/8), 6-
3. Fognini and Bolelli, the 2015
Australian Open champions,
broke in the ninth game of the
first set and the seventh game of
the second to win.

Jan-Lennard Struff, ranked
a lowly 152 in the world, gave
Germany the lead in their quar-
terfinal with a stunning 6-3, 4-
6, 7-6 (7/2) win over 18th-
ranked Denis Shapovalov.

Struff has now defeated the
Canadian six times in nine
meetings and on Thursday sur-
vived an 18-ace barrage from the
left-hander.

Felix Auger-Aliassime, the
highest-ranked man in Malaga
at six in the world, leveled the
quarter-final with a 7-6 (7/1), 6-
4 win over Oscar Otte, Ger-
many’s 65th-ranked player.

Shapovalov and Vasek Pos-
pisil then teamed-up to defeat
Kevin Krawietz and Tim Puetz
2-6, 6-3, 6-3 to seal a spot in the
semifinals for the fourth time.
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India went down 1-3 to
Uzbekistan in the semifinal of

the FIDE World Team chess
Championship here on Friday.

The two teams shared hon-
ours in the first round at 2-2
scoreline with S L Narayanan's
superb win with black pieces
over Shamsiddin Vokhidov
being offset by S P Sethuraman's
loss to Jakhongir Vokhidov.

Vidit Santosh Gujrathi drew
with Nordirbek Yakubboev on
the top board, followed by an
identical result in the tie between
Nihal Sarin and Javokhir
Sindharov.

In the second round, Gujra-
thi and Sarin lost to Yakubboev
and Sindharov respectively.

Narayanan beat Vokhidov
in 44 moves but that was not
enough as K Sasikiran, playing
on the fourth board in place of
Sethuraman, drew with Sindha-
rov to hand Uzbekistan, winner
of the Open title in the Chess
Olympiad earlier this year, a 
2.5-1.5 victory for a place in the
final.

A win in a round gives a
team two points while a draw is
worth one point.

In the other semifinal,
China got the better of Spain to
advance to the summit clash.
After the first round saw hon-
ours being shared, China won
the second 3-1 to book a final
clash with the Uzbeks.
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Hosts India continued to
top the ICC Men's Cricket

World Cup Super League stand-
ings despite suffering a seven-
wicket defeat against New
Zealand in the opening ODI but
the Black Caps climbed two
spots to fourth position by
virtue of that win.

India are at the top with 129
points from 19 matches, fol-

lowed by England (125 points
from 18 games), Australia (120
points from 18 matches), New
Zealand (120 points from 16
games) and Bangladesh (120
points from 18 games).

New Zealand rose in the
League standings on the back of
brilliant knocks from Tom
Latham and Kane Williamson
in the first ODI against India in
Auckland. The win gave New
Zealand 10 CWCSL points.
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BLACK CAPS THRASH INDIA IN 1st ODI
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