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New Delhi: Hackers have
demanded an estimated �200
crore in cryptocurrency from
the AIIMS, Delhi as its server
remained out of order for the
sixth consecutive day, official
sources said on Monday.

It is feared that data of
around 3-4 crore patients could
have been compromised due to
the breach detected on
Wednesday morning.

However, the Delhi Police
late on Monday said no such
information has been reported
by AIIMS authorities. P3
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The Supreme Court on
Monday expressed anguish

over the delay by the Centre in
clearing the names recom-
mended by the Collegium for
appointment as judges, saying
it “effectively frustrates” the
method of appointment.

Expressing displeasure on
Law Minister Kiren Rijiju’s
comments in a recent TV inter-
view, the Bench headed by
Justice SK Kaul said the unhap-
piness of the Government
appears to be due to quashing
of the NJAC.

The Bench also comprising
Justice AS Oka urged the
Attorney General and the
Solicitor General to ensure
that the law laid down by the
SC as regards appointment of
judges to the Supreme Court
and High Courts is followed. 

Coming down heavily on
the Government, the bench
said a three-judge bench of the
apex court had laid down the
timelines within which the
appointment process had to be
completed. Those timelines, it
said, have to be adhered to.
Justice Kaul observed it

appeared the Government is
unhappy with the fact that the
National Judicial Appointments
Commission (NJAC) Act did
not pass the muster, but that
cannot be a reason to not
comply with the law of the
land. The apex court had in its
2015 verdict struck down the
NJAC Act and the Constitution
(99th Amendment) Act, 2014,
leading to the revival of the
Collegium system of existing
judges appointing judges to
constitutional courts.

During the hearing on
Monday, the apex court told
Attorney General R
Venkataramani the ground
reality is that the names rec-
ommended, including those
reiterated by the apex court
Collegium, are not being
cleared by the Government.
“How does the system work?”
the bench asked, adding, “Our
anguish we have already
expressed.” 

“It appears to me, I would
say, unhappiness of the
Government of the fact that
NJAC does not pass the
muster,” Justice Kaul observed.

He said sometimes laws
pass the muster and sometimes
they don’t.  “That cannot be a
reason not to comply with the
law of the land,” he said. 

The top court was hearing
a plea alleging “willful disobe-
dience” of the time frame laid
down by the apex court in its
April 20 order last year to
facilitate timely appointment.  

Continued on Page 2
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Days after Shraddha
Walkar’s brutal murder

and hacking of her body in 35
parts by her boyfriend, a sim-
ilar murder-chopping incident
has been reported from Pandav
Nagar in East Delhi. 

The Delhi Police Crime
Branch on Monday arrested a
woman and her son for killing
the woman’s husband, chop-
ping his body into 10 pieces,
storing them in the refrigera-
tor and then disposing them off
across the Pandav Nagar area. 

The police recovered six
pieces of the victim’s boy, but
the torso is missing. The duo
killed him for his reported
illicit affair, wife’s harassment
and sending money to his first
wife by selling jewellery.

The latest incident is sim-
ilar to the manner in which
Aftab Poonawala allegedly
strangled his live-in partner
Shraddha, chopped her body
into 35 pieces, stored these
parts in his fridge for about 3
weeks, before disposing of the
pieces one by one in South

Delhi’s Mehrauli forest. 
The police first found the

body parts in Pandav Nagar in
June, but could not identify the
victim due to their decom-
posed state. After the Shraddha
murder case came to light, the
police suspected that the body
parts found from Pandav Nagar
could be hers. But tests later on
proved otherwise.

“The accused have been
identified as Poonam Das ( 48)
and her son Deepak Das ( 25).

The victim has been identified
as Anjan Das (45).  The moth-
er and her son confessed to the
killing,” the police said. 

DCP (crime) Amit Goel
said initially two legs, two
thighs, a forearm and head
were found stuffed inside a bag
at the Ramlila Ground in East
Delhi’ on June 5 following
which a case was registered
under sections 302 (murder)
and 201 (causing disappearance
of evidence and giving false

information) of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC) at Pandav
Nagar Police Station. A team of
the Crime Branch was tasked
to investigate the matter.

According to Special
Commissioner of Police
(Crime) Ravindra Yadav, police
teams spoke to nearby residents
about if anyone was missing
but there was no luck. CCTV
footage was scanned but it
didn’t give any lead.

Continued on Page 2
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The Government has asked
the Supreme Court

Collegium to reconsider 20
files related to the appointment
of High Court judges, includ-
ing that of advocate Saurabh
Kirpal who has candidly spo-
ken about his gay status,
sources said on Monday.

The Government
expressed “strong reservations”
about the recommended names
as it sent back the files to the
collegium on November 25,
sources aware of the procedure
to appoint SC and HC judges
said. Out of the 20 cases, 11
were fresh cases and nine were
reiterations made by the top
court collegium, they said.
Kirpal’s name was recom-
mended by the Supreme Court
Collegium, headed by then
Chief Justice of India (CJI) N
V Ramana, for elevation as a
Delhi High Court judge.

Continued on Page 2
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Haryana Zila Parishad polls
saw the rise of

Independents in a big way
even as the ruling BJP suf-
fered a setback as it could win
only 22 of the 100 seats it con-
tested on the party symbol.

While the Congress did not
contest on party symbol and its
claims cannot be verified, the
AAP bagged 15 seats out of the
over 100 seats it contested on
the party symbol. The polls, the
results of which were declared
on Sunday, also saw the Indian
National Lok Dal making some
gains. BJP’s ally Jannayak Janata
Party did not contest the pan-
chayat polls on party symbols.

BJP leaders, however,
claimed that more than 150
BJP-backed candidates also
won the elections in other dis-
tricts of the State.

The result came as a shock-
er for the BJP in Panchkula,
near Chandigarh where it lost
all 10 seats which it contested.  

Continued on Page 2
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The Centre on Monday
made a strong pitch for for-

mulating a law against forced
religious conversion, justifying
its enactment to protect the
vulnerable sections of society,
including women and eco-
nomically and socially back-
ward classes.

“The right to freedom of
religion does not include the
right to convert an individual
through fraud, deception, coer-
cion, allurement or other such
means,” the Union Ministry of
Home Affairs said in an affi-
davit.

The Centre’s response
came on a plea by advocate
Ashwini Upadhyay against
fraudulent religious conver-
sion and religious conversion
by intimidation, threatening,
deceivingly luring through gifts
and monetary benefits, as it
offends Articles 14, 21, and 25.

The plea claimed that if such
conversions were not checked,
Hindus would soon become a
minority in India.

Continued on Page 2
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The rioting and vandalism
unleashed by hundreds of

people at Vizhinjam Police
Station in
Thiruvananthapuram district
on Sunday in protest against
the construction of Adani port
has shocked the Kerala
Government. 

A series of criminal com-
plaints have been filed against
Archbishop Thomas J Netto,
the spiritual head of the Latin
Catholic community along the
Thiruvananthapuram coast
line, Auxiliary Bishop
Christudas and Vicar Eugene
Pereira under various sections
of the IPC for rioting and
encouraging people to take up
arms against the police.

The midnight action saw
40 policemen getting injured in
the attacks unleashed by the
laity and public property,
including police vehicles, being
set ablaze by the mob demand-
ing scrapping of Adani port. 

Continued on Page 2

�����������Supreme Court
Justice PS Narasimha has
said the original idea of India
has nothing to do with
religion or identity, but the
people who loved the nation.

Delivering the keynote
address for the 1st Justice Ajay
Kumar Tripathi Memorial
Lecture at the India
International Centre, Justice
Narasimha delved into various
phases of Indian history and
said, “We are a tolerant nation
and let us keep it that way.”

Detailed report on Page 4
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Riots broke out in several
Belgian and Dutch cities

after Morocco’s 2-0 upset win
over Belgium at the World
Cup. Police detained about a
dozen people after they
deployed water cannons and
fire tear gas to disperse crowds
in Brussels on Sunday and
eight more in the Northern city
of Antwerp. 

Two police officials were
injured in the Dutch port city
of Rotterdam. Dozens of riot-
ers overturned and torched
cars, set electric scooters on fire

and pelted cars with bricks.
Police moved in after one per-
son suffered facial injuries,
said Brussels police spokes-
woman Ilse Van de Keere. 

“Those are not fans, they
are rioters. Moroccan fans are
there to celebrate,” Close said. 

“Sad to see how a few indi-
viduals abuse a situation to run
amok,” said Interior Minister
Annelies Verlinden. 

Police in the neighbouring
Netherlands said violence
erupted in the port city of
Rotterdam, with riot officers
attempting to break up a group
of 500 soccer fans who pelted
police with fireworks and glass. 

Morocco’s victory was a
major upset at the World Cup
and was enthusiastically cele-
brated by fans with Moroccan
immigrant roots in many
Belgian and Dutch cities.
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Shaheen stretched out on the
sand and closed his eyes, but

there was little time to rest for
the camel. World Cup fans
coming in droves to the desert
outside Doha were ready for
their perfect Instagram
moment: riding a camel on the
rolling dunes.

As Qatar welcomes more
than a million fans for the
month-long World Cup, even
its camels are working over-
time. Visitors in numbers the
tiny emirate has never before
seen are rushing to finish a
bucket list of Gulf tourist expe-
riences between games: ride on
a camel’s back, take pictures
with falcons and wander
through the alleyways of tra-
ditional markets.

On a recent Friday after-
noon, hundreds of visitors in
soccer uniforms or draped in
flags waited for their turn to
mount the animals. Camels
that did not rise were forced up
by their handlers. When one

camel let out a loud grunt, a
woman from Australia
shrieked, “it sounds like they’re
being violated!” Nearby, a
group of men from Mexico
dressed in white Qatari thobes
and headdresses took selfies.

“It’s really an amazing feel-
ing because you feel so tall,” 28-
year-old Juan Gaul said after his
ride. The Argentine fan was
visiting Qatar for a week from
Australia.

Cashing in on the oppor-
tunity are the animals’ handlers
who, thanks to the World Cup,
are making several times more
than they normally would.

“There’s a lot of money
coming in,” said Ali Jaber al Ali,
a 49 year-old Bedouin camel
herder from Sudan. “Thank
god, but it’s a lot of pressure.”

Al Ali came to Qatar 15
years ago but has worked with
camels since he was a child. On
an average weekday before the
World Cup, Ali said his com-
pany offers around 20 rides a
day and 50 on weekends. 

Continued on Page 2
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From Page 1
The bench referred to the

process undertaken for appoint-
ing judges in the apex court and
the high courts.

“Once the Collegium reiter-
ates a name, it is end of the chap-
ter,” it said, adding, there cannot
be a situation where recommen-
dations are being made and the
Government keeps sitting on
them as this frustrates the system.
The Judges said some names are
pending with the Government
for a year and half. 

“You are effectively frustrat-
ing the method of appointment,”
the bench observed, adding some
lawyers are withdrawing their
consent given for elevation to the
bench due to the delay in the
appointment process. 

Judges said the Government
sometimes picks just one name
from among those recommend-
ed by the Collegium and this
“completely disturbs” the senior-
ity.

The apex court said the
Collegium recommends the
names keeping also in mind the

aspect of seniority. The Attorney
General said after the apex court
passed an order in the matter on
November 11, he had some dis-
cussion with a secretary-level
officer and that he will come back
to the court. Senior advocate
Vikas Singh, who had assisted the
apex court in the matter earlier,
referred to media reports on a
statement by Union Law Minister
Rijiju on the issue of appoint-
ments.  Rijiju in a recent Times
Now interview crticised the
Collegium  System and claimed
that there was no delay from
Government side in clearing the
names. 

“How many statements we
take note of?” the Bench asked.
During the hearing, when Singh
again referred to media reports,
Justice Kaul said, “I ignore all
press reports.”  “When somebody
high enough says let them do it
themselves, we will do it our-
selves,” the Bench said.  “It is
crossing the rubicon by keeping
the names pending like this,” the
court observed.  The bench said
both the Attorney General and
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta
are appearing in the matter.  “So
the double barrel gun should
work,” the Bench said in a lighter
vein. The top court said the
Collegium has recommended
the names of Chief Justices for
some High Courts and these rec-
ommendations are lying in

abeyance.
“For the last two months, the

whole thing has come to a stand-
still,” it said, adding, “Please
resolve it.” 

“Don’t make us take a deci-
sion on this on the judicial side,”
the Bench said.  The apex court,
which posted the matter for
hearing on December 8, said it
expects both the Attorney
General and Solicitor General to
play a role to advise the govern-
ment so that law of the land is fol-
lowed.  “Till the law stands, it has
to be followed,” it said.

On November 11, the apex
court had expressed displeasure
over the delay by the Centre in
clearing the names recommend-
ed for appointment as judges and
said keeping them pending is
“something not acceptable”.  It
had issued notice to the Secretary
(Justice) of the Union Law
Ministry and Additional
Secretary (Administration and
Appointment) seeking their
response to the plea.

The petition filed by the
Advocates’ Association
Bengaluru, through lawyer Pai
Amit, has raised the issue of
“extraordinary delays” in the
appointment of judges to the
High Courts as well as the seg-
regation of the names, which is
“detrimental to the cherished
principle of the independence of
the judiciary”.
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The party also suffered a setback in Sirsa where it
failed to win a single seat out of the 10 it contested. BJP
MP from Kurukshetra Nayab Singh Saini’s wife Suman
Saini was defeated from ward number 4 of Ambala Zila
Parishad. The ruling party also could not perform well
in Ambala, which is the home district of Home Minister
Anil Vij, where it could win only two seats out of a total
of 15 Zila Parishad seats.

In Gurugram, the BJP could win four out of 10 Zila
Parishad seats. However, in Yamunanagar, Nuh and
Kurukshetra, the ruling party won six, seven, and three
seats respectively. Haryana BJP spokesperson Sanjay
Sharma, however, asserted that the party performed very
well in these polls. He claimed the BJP supported 151
candidates won in 15 districts. 

The Aam Aadmi Party won 5 seats out of more than
100 seats it contested on the party symbol. It performed
well in Sirsa by winning six seats, besides registering a
victory over three seats in Ambala and two in Jind.  AAP
MP and party’s Haryana in-charge Sushil Gupta said with
the poll result, it has become clear that the coming time
in the state belongs to the Aam Aadmi Party.

The Indian National Lok Dal also managed to make
some gains in the Zila Parishad polls as it won 10 seats
in Sirsa.  INLD leader and Ellenabad legislator Abhay
Chautala’s son Karan Chautala won from ward number
6 of Zila Parishad in Sirsa by more than 600 votes. An
INLD leader said the party won a total of 14 out of 72
seats it contested on the party symbol.

In the polls, it was independent candidates who
bagged a majority of seats in several districts including
Jhajjar, Hisar, Rewari and Rohtak.
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From Page 1
“On interrogation, it was

revealed that the duo mother
and son had hatched a con-
spiracy to kill him in March
and then on May 30, after giv-
ing him sleeping pills in liquor,
the duo stabbed him with knife
and dagger at several vital
parts of the body including
neck,” said Yadav. 

“They then kept the body
overnight to drain the body
blood and on June 1, they
chopped the body and started
disposing of it in Ramila
ground. Body parts were also
disposed of at New Ashok
Nagar drain,” said Yadav.

The police said the duo was
arrested on the basis of human
intelligence and investigations
on Sunday.

Yadav said it was also
revealed that the deceased also
had ‘bad intentions’ towards
both his stepdaughter and the
wife of his stepson, Deepak.

The police has accessed
CCTV footage that shows
Deepak walking with a bag in
his hand late at night -- police
say this was one of his trips to
throw away the body pieces.
His mother Poonam is seen fol-
lowing him. Another clip
shows them during the day,
apparently to identify spots to
dispose off the pieces.

Police said the victim was
married in Bihar too and had
eight children there, but he hid
this fact from Poonam adding

that a team will be sent there to
collect DNA samples of Anjan’
kin to match the body parts.
The victim was Poonam’s sec-
ond husband. Deepak was
from her first husband Kallu,
who died in 2016.

“On interrogation, it was
revealed that the duo mother
and son had hatched a con-
spiracy to kill him in March
and then on May 30, after giv-
ing him sleeping pills in liquor,
the duo stabbed him to death
with knife and dagger, at sev-
eral vital parts of the body
including neck,” said Yadav.

“They then kept the body
overnight to drain the body
blood and on June 1, they
chopped the body and started
disposing of it in Ramila
ground. Body parts were also
disposed of at New Ashok
Nagar drain,” said Yadav.

The police said the moth-
er-son duo had killed Das over
suspicion that he was eyeing his
stepdaughter and stepson’s wife.

The accused told police
that they mixed sleeping pills
in Anjan’s drink and after he fell
unconscious, used a knife and
a dagger to kill him. They
then slit his throat and waited
for the blood to drain out
completely before chopping it
into 10 pieces. Following the
recovery of body parts in June,
police analysed CCTV footage
of the area and conducted
door-to-door verification.
Sources said the mother-son

duo painted the house after
storing the body parts in the
fridge to avoid the obnoxious
smell.

A severed head and hands
were found in east Delhi’s
Trilokpuri area in June but
police could not identify the
victim. Months later, an inves-
tigation was launched when the
officers were trying to recover
Shraddha’s body parts. 

Now it has been found
that the body parts found in a
decomposed state in June
belong to Anjan. The body was
later identified as that of Anjan
which led police to Poonam
and Deepak.

According to police,
Poonam was married off when
she was around 14-years-old to
one Sukhdev Tiwari who later
deserted her and came to Delhi.
She too landed in the capital in
search of her husband and
met one Kallu with whom she
entered into a live-in relation-
ship, police said.

She then met Anjan and
developed a liking for him. In
2016, Kallu passed away due to
liver failure and she married
Anjan the following year in
2017, police said. When she got
married to Das, she was not
aware that he had a family in
Bihar. 

Anjan, who worked as a lift
operator, had in the past sold
off Poonam’s jewellery and
sent the money to his family in
Bihar, they added.
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The Vizhinjam

International Sea Port Ltd is
being built by the Adani Group.
The situation is Vizhinjam has
deteriorated to such an extent
that on Monday the Adani
Group told the Kerala High
Court that unless Central
police forces are deployed in
the area, it was not possible to
resume the work which has
been held up due to rioting and
destruction of public property
by the agitating crowd. 

The group told the High
Court that the police which was
expected to maintain law and
order remained mute specta-
tors as the agitating crowd
went on a rampage.

The Kerala Government
told the court on Monday that
40 cops were injured and have
been admitted to hospitals fol-
lowing the attacks carried out
by the mob.

“Many police vehicles have
been set ablaze and properties
worth millions have been
destroyed. We are taking action
to get the leaders of the agita-
tion pay the compensation for
the destruction of public prop-
erty,” the Kerala Government
counsel told Justice Anu
Shivraman who adjourned the
case to Friday to facilitate the
filing of affidavit by the State
administration.

The Pioneer had reported
on Sunday that Vizhijnam Port
Project has run into rough
waters because of the agitation
by a section of the population
demanding the scrapping of the
project. The CPI (M) in a
statement released on Monday
blamed some sections of the
rioters for trying to sabotage
the project.
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Saurabh Kirpal is the son of

former CJI B N Kirpal. Kirpal’s
name was sent by the Delhi
High Court Collegium to the
collegium in October 2017 for
elevation as a high court judge.
But the top court collegium is
learnt to have deferred delib-
erations on his name three
times. He had recently told
NDTV that he believed the rea-
son behind the limbo was his
sexual orientation. 

Justice Ramana’s predeces-
sor, then CJI S A Bobde had
reportedly asked the
Government to send more
information on Kirpal. Finally,
the collegium headed by Justice

Ramana took a decision in
favour of Kirpal in November
2021. The Government has
returned all the names related
to fresh appointments in vari-
ous high courts on which it had
“differences” with the Supreme
Court Collegium, the sources
said.

The Supreme Court on
Monday expressed anguish
over the delay by the Centre in
clearing the names recom-
mended by the collegium for
appointment as judges in the
higher judiciary, saying it
“effectively frustrates” the
method of appointment. A
bench of Justices S K Kaul and
A S Oka said a three-judge
bench of the apex court had
laid down the timelines with-
in which the appointment
process had to be completed.
Those timelines, it said, have to
be adhered to.

Justice Kaul observed
that it appeared the
Government is unhappy with
the fact that the National
Judicial Appointments
Commission (NJAC) Act did
not pass the muster, but that
cannot be a reason to not
comply with the law of the

land. The apex court had in its
2015 verdict struck down the
NJAC Act and the Constitution
(99th Amendment) Act, 2014,
leading to the revival of the
Collegium system of existing
judges appointing judges to
constitutional courts. During
the hearing on Monday, the
apex court told Attorney
General R Venkataramani the
ground reality is that the names
recommended, including those
reiterated by the apex court col-
legium, are not being cleared by
the Government.

“How does the system
work?” the bench asked,
adding, “Our anguish we have
already expressed.” “It appears
to me, I would say, unhappiness
of the Government of the fact
that NJAC does not pass the
muster,” Justice Kaul observed.
Justice Kaul said sometimes
laws pass the muster and some-
times they don’t. “That cannot
be a reason not to comply with
the law of the land,” he said.
The top court was hearing a
plea alleging “wilful disobedi-
ence” of the time frame laid
down by the apex court in its
April 20 order last year to
facilitate timely appointment. 
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On November 14, the

Supreme Court asked the
Centre to file an affidavit on the
need for a Central law to deal
with this menace after observ-
ing that forced religious con-
version is a “very serious issue”
and may affect the “security of
the country” along with the
freedom of conscience of citi-
zens as far as religion is con-
cerned.

During the hearing of the
case on Monday, Supreme
Court Justice MR Shah said
there cannot be any forced
religious conversion. The SC
also asked the Centre to file a
report on the steps taken by
States to prevent religious con-

version.
In the affidavit, the Central

Government said the petition-
er has highlighted a large num-
ber of instances carried out in
an organised, systematic and
sophisticated manner of con-
version of vulnerable citizens in
the country through fraud,
deception, coercion, allure-
ment or other such means.

It further added that the
meaning and purport of the
word “propagate” falling under
Article 25 of the Constitution
was discussed and debated in
great detail in the constituent
assembly and the inclusion of the
said word was passed by the con-
stituent Assembly only after the
clarification that the fundamen-
tal right under Article 25 would
not include the right to convert.

The Centre said the apex
court has held that the word

“propagate” does not envisage
the right to convert a person
rather is in the nature of the
positive right to spread once
religion by exposition of its
tenets. Nine States over the
course of years have passed
enactments seeking to curb
forced religious conversion,
the Centre said. 

Odisha, Madhya Pradesh,
Gujarat, Chhattisgarh,
Jharkhand, Uttarakhand, Uttar
Pradesh, Karnataka & Haryana
are the states which already
have legislation in place on
conversion, it said.

Justifying legislation to
prevent conversion, the Centre
said, “Such enactments are
necessary for protecting cher-
ished rights of vulnerable sec-
tions of the society including
women and economically and
socially backward classes.”
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Since the World Cup start-
ed, Al Ali and the men he
works with are providing 500
rides in the morning and
another 500 in the evening. The
company went from having 15
camels to 60, he said. 

“Tour guides want to move
things fast,” Al Ali said, “so they
add pressure on us.” As crowds
formed around them, many
camels sat statue-like with cloth
muzzles covering their mouths
and bright saddles on their
bodies. The smell of dung
filled the air. Like other Gulf
cultures, camels once provided
Qataris a vital form of transport
and helped in the exploration
and development of trade
routes. Today, the ungulates fig-
ure into cultural pastimes:

camel racing is a popular sport
that takes place on old-school
tracks outside the city.

Al Ali said he knows when
an animal is tired — usually if
it refuses to get up or sits back
down after rising to its feet. He
can identify each camel by its
facial features. 

“I am a Bedouin. I come
from a family of Bedouins
who care for camels. I grew up
loving them,” Al Ali said.

But the sudden rise in
tourists means there’s less time
to rest between rides, he said.
A short ride lasts just 10 min-
utes while longer ones run 20
to 30 minutes long.

Normally, Al Ali said a
camel can rest after five rides.
“Now, people are saying we
can’t wait ... Because they have
other plans they need to go to
in the middle of the desert,” he
said.  Since the World Cup
started, the animals are taken
for 15 to 20 — sometimes
even 40 rides — without a
break. 
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India has always had the tal-
ent, it just needed an oppor-

tunity to be seen without gate-
keepers where the audience
determined its success,
Information and Broadcasting
Minister Anurag Thakur said
on Monday, referring to the
popularity of new entertain-
ment platforms such as OTT.

Addressing the closing cer-
emony of the International
Film Festival of India (IFFI) in
Panaji, Thakur said the world
of cinema is bustling with raw
talent, finding its voice from
theatre schools, small produc-
tion houses and the hinterland
of India.

“The platforms are new,
whether it is short films on our
mobile devices, movies on the
go, or binge watching on OTT
(over-the-top). We are seeing
incredible talent being recog-
nised, enthralling audiences
and doing great business too,”
he said, drawing similarities
with sports leagues that have
brought raw talent to the fore
in cricket, kabbadi and hock-
ey. 

Thakur said the advent of
different streams of cinema

propelled by affordable hand-
sets and cheaper data prices
was leaping ahead on sheer
individual talent to showcase
powerful and captivating sto-
ries to the world.

“Not only are the audiences
enjoying a plethora of region-
al content, but also foreign con-
tent dubbed in Indian lan-
guages,” the minister said at the
star-studded closing ceremony
of IFFI. 
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The Uttar Pradesh
Government has down-

graded the security of
Pragatisheel Samajwadi Party
(Lohia) president Shivpal Singh
Yadav from ‘Z’ to ‘Y’ category,
days after he mended fences
with his nephew and
Samajwadi Party president
Akhilesh Yadav.

Shivpal Yadav has been
aggressively campaigning for
SP candidate Dimple Yadav in
Mainpuri Lok Sabha bypoll.

Shivpal was given ‘Z’ cate-
gory security in 2018 by the
Yogi Adityanath government.

“Following a review at the
meeting of the state-level secu-
rity committee on November
25, it has been decided to pro-
vide ‘Y’ category security to
Shivpal Singh Yadav in place of
‘Z’,” a letter written by the
Superintendent of Police
(Training and Security)
Vaibhav Krishan said.

A letter, dated November
27 in this regard, has been sent
to the Lucknow police com-
missioner and senior superin-
tendent of police in Etawah.

Sources said that besides
Shivpal, gunners provided to
some leaders close to the PSPL
chief had also been withdrawn.
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The Delhi Government’s
Forest department permit-

ted vehicular movement on a
road passing through the Asola
Bhatti Wildlife Sanctuary for
people from Haryana to attend
a spiritual event. The organisers
— Radha Soami Satsang Beas
— said the Forest and Wildlife
department allowed them to use
the road for the three-day event
on the condition of depositing
Rs 2.5 lakh and planting 5,000
saplings. According to the
Wildlife Protection Act, 1972,
the chief wildlife warden may,
on application, grant a permit to
any person to enter or reside in
a sanctuary for “investigation or
study of wildlife, photography,
scientific research, tourism or

transaction of lawful business
with any person residing in the
sanctuary”. 

A permit to enter or reside
in a sanctuary is issued subject
to such conditions and on pay-
ment of such fee as may be pre-
scribed, the Act stipulates.

People aware of the matter
said the decision was surprising
considering that the organisa-
tion’s south Delhi campus was
directly connected to Gurugram
and Faridabad.

The road for which per-
mission was granted is only
used for patrolling, they said.

“This was the first time that
traffic movement was allowed
on the four-metre-wide road,
which is used for patrolling pur-
poses only,” a Forest department
source said.
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The Supreme Court on Monday stayed the
order of the National Green Tribunal impos-

ing a fine of �100 crore on NOIDA for failing
to prevent untreated sewage from flowing into
the Yamuna river.

The top court also stayed the NGT order
asking the Delhi Jal Board (DJB) to pay a fine
of �50 crore for release of untreated sewage in
the Yamuna river in the national capital.

“Issue notice. Returnable in eight weeks.
Pending further orders, the direction of the
National Green Tribunal asking the NOIDA and
DJB to pay �100 crore and �50 crore respectively
as fine will remain stayed,” the bench said.

Senior advocate Mahesh Jethmalani
appeared for the New Okhla Industrial
Development Authority (NOIDA) and assailed
the NGT order. The top court issued notices to
the Uttar Pradesh and Delhi governments,
besides others, on the appeal of NOIDA and
sought their responses within eight week, mak-
ing it clear that it was staying the fine aspect of
the NGT order only.


��������������� ����� �,-�.,/01�

Facing criticism, the Delhi Police on Monday
told the Delhi High Court that it will hand

over the keys of Nizamuddin Markaz,  the head-
quarters of Tablighi Jamaat, to its chief Maulana
Muhammad Saad. The Police version that Saad
is absconding was challenged by the Markaz
managing committee. Justice Jasmeet Singh
recorded the police’s statement that the keys will
be handed over to Saad after he furnishes an
indemnity bond.  

“Counsel for Delhi Police said they will have
no objection in handing over the keys of the
property to Maulana Saad on him furnishing
indemnity bond without any documents. In this
view of the matter, the petitioner (Delhi Waqf
Board) does not wish to prosecute the petition
any further. With these directions, the petition
is disposed,” the Court ordered. 

The Court was dealing with a petition filed
by the Delhi Waqf Board seeking full reopen-
ing of the mosque which was closed in March
2020. Senior Advocate Sanjoy Ghose appeared
for the Waqf Board and argued that though the
mosque has been allowed to reopen, some parts
of the Markaz building are still locked.
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Neighbours of the woman
who along with her son

allegedly killed her husband
and chopped his body into 10
pieces in her Pandav Nagar
house said on Monday they
did not know much about the
family as they did not socialise
much.

Anjan Das (45) was killed
on May 30 by his wife Poonam
(48) and stepson Deepak (25)
who were arrested from east
Delhi's Pandav Nagar.

Oblivious to the conspir-
acy that was hatched in their
neighbourhood, the residents
of the area were in shock and
trying to comprehend what
could have made the woman
carry out the bone-chilling
crime.

"Pata nahi, kaise himmat
aagyi usme (I don't know
from where she gathered the

courage). I got to know about
the case through news chan-
nels. The family was living
here for the last five-six years
but we had no inkling that a
conspiracy was being hatched
here," said Puspa, who lives in
a house opposite the rented
accommodation where Das
and Poonam were living.

Puspa said that the woman
did not interact much with her
neighbours.

"Poonam has a son and
two daughters who are mar-
ried. She never interacted with
the neighbours. Her son and
his wife were living in the
nearby area. One of her
daughters had visited her
almost nine months ago," said
Puspa.

The residents have been
left in shock as the details of
the gruesome murder poured
in. Several women sitting out-
side their homes in the area
were seen discussing the case.

"I cannot understand.
How can a woman go to this
extent to kill her husband?"
said a woman resident. While
another woman inquisitively
asked, "Did you know her?
Have you ever talked to her?

"No. I just saw her once or
twice outside the house buying
vegetables," said the first
woman.

The incident came to the
fore when some of Das' body
parts were found stuffed inside
a bag at the Ramlila Ground in
east Delhi's Kalyanpuri on
June 5.

Das had a wife and eight
children in Bihar, a senior
police official said, adding that
he used to send them money,
but not regularly.

The official said as he did
not send money at "regular
intervals", his family in Bihar
"did not suspect he is missing
and no missing complaint was
lodged in Delhi or in Bihar".

Poonam had met Das in
2011. He had a rented accom-
modation in the same building
she was living in. When her
husband Kallu died in 2016,
she started living with Das,
according to police.

Later, she came to know
that Das was already married
and had eight children from
his first wife in Bihar, they said,
adding that he started stealing
jewellery and cash from

Poonam and sent it to his first
wife, due to which they had
quarrels and arguments.

Police said around March
or April, Poonam came to
know that Das had allegedly
tried to molest and sexually
assault her divorced daughter
as well as Deepak's wife.

It was in April, that the
mother-son duo hatched a
plan to kill Das and they com-
mitted the crime on May 30.
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Hackers have allegedly
demanded an estimated

Rs 200 crore in cryptocurren-
cy from the All India Institute
of Medical Sciences (AIIMS),
Delhi as its server remained out
of order for the sixth-consecu-
tive day, official sources said on
Monday. It is feared that data of
around three to four crore
patients could have been com-
promised due to the breach
detected on Wednesday morn-
ing.

Patient care services in
emergency, outpatient, inpa-
tient and laboratory wings are
being managed manually as the
server remained down, the
sources said.

The India Computer
Emergency Response Team

(CERT-IN), Delhi Police and
representatives of the Ministry
of Home Affairs are investigat-
ing the ransomware attack. A
case of extortion and cyber ter-
rorism was registered by the
Intelligence Fusion and
Strategic Operations (IFSO)
unit of the Delhi Police on
November 25.

Official sources said inter-
net services are blocked on
computers at the hospital on the
recommendations of the inves-
tigating agencies. The AIIMS
server has stored data of sever-
al VIPs, including former Prime
Ministers, Ministers, bureau-
crats and judges.

"Hackers have allegedly
demanded around Rs 200 crore
in cryptocurrency," one of the
sources told PTI.

Meanwhile, the NIC e-hos-

pital database and application
servers for e-hospital have been
restored. The NIC team is scan-
ning and cleaning infection
from other e-hospital servers
located at AIIMS which are
required for delivery of hospi-
tal services, an official source
said.

Four physical servers
arranged for restoring e-hospi-
tal services have been scanned
and prepared for the databases
and applications.

Also, the AIIMS network
sanitisation is in progress.
Antivirus solutions have been
organised for servers and com-
puters. It has been installed on
nearly 1,200 out of 5,000 com-
puters. Twenty out of 50 servers
have been scanned and this
activity is ongoing 24x7, the
source said.
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Apolice van carrying Aftab
Poonawala, accused of

killing his live-in partner
Shraddha, was attacked by
some weapon-wielding people
outside the Forensic Science
Laboratory (FSL) in Rohini
where he was taken for a poly-
graph test on Monday. The
police van was attacked by at
least two men brandishing
swords who claimed to be
from the Hindu Sena. 

According to GS Sidhu,
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Rohini), two persons,
Kuldeep Thakur and Nigam
Gujjar, both residents of
Gurugram, have been detained.
Thakur has a car sale and pur-
chase business while Gujjar
works as a truck driver. In a

video doing rounds on social
media, the men can be seen
chasing the van carrying Aftab
and managing to open the
van’s rear door in an apparent
attempt to attack him, only  to
find a policeman standing
inside.

At the time of incident out-
side the Forensic Science
Laboratory in Rohini at least
five Police personnel were
guarding Poonawala. He had
underwent polygraph test at
the FSL Laboratory earlier in
the day.

Hindu Sena chief Vishnu
Gupta said that through police
and media reports he has
learnt that the people who
attacked the police van carry-
ing Aaftab Poonawala were
members of the outfit. "They
could be members of our

group but what they did was
their own/personal step and
not of the Hindu Sena," said
Gupta.

Meanwhile, the Delhi
Police has recovered the
weapon allegedly used by Aftab
to cut the body of Shraddha.
Police have also recovered a
ring that belonged to the 27-
year-old victim, which Aftab
allegedly gave to another

woman.
Earlier, the Delhi Police,

along with teams from the
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi, pumped out water from
a pond at Maidan Garhi in
Chhatarpur area after
Poonawala claimed that he
had thrown Walkar's severed
head and some other remains
there.

On Monday, the remaining

session of the polygraph test
was held at Rohini’s Forensic
Lab. "When the last session was
held, there was a health issue
due to which some sessions
were not satisfactory. Our lab
and preparation for the narco
test is complete," Head of the
Department of Crime Scene
Management at FSL, Rohini,
Sanjeev Gupta, said.

"Whether Aftab is cooper-
ating during the test or not, we
will tell the investigating
agency as this is a confidential
matter," he said.  Tihar jail PRO
Dheeraj Mathur said
Poonawala is in Tihar jail
number 4. When he came, his
health check-up was done and
there were no issues, he said.

He has been kept in a sep-
arate cell and is under 24-hour
CCTV monitoring.
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In a huge relief to the flat
buyers ,  the National

Consumer Disputes Redressal
Commission (NCDRC) has
directed the builder of the
JMD Gardens to refund
excess amount charged
towards super area by adding
the area of balcony and also
ordered to transfer
Contingency Deposit to the
Resident Welfare Society
(RWA) with Interest Free
Maintenance Service (IFMS).

An order passed by the
Bench headed by C.
Vishwanath and Justice Ram
Surat Ram Maurya, stated that
joint reading of the clauses
makes it clear that in the

Builder Buyer Agreement the
area of balcony was not includ-
ed in the super area and
Opposite March 19, 2021,
directed the parties to clarify
whether the super area includ-
ed balcony also.

“In the Builder Buyer
Agreement, balcony is not
included in the super area.
Therefore, the contention of
the Complainants relating to
changing of definition of super
area stands proved.
Accordingly, it is directed
refund the price collected
towards that area,” it stated.

The order further stated
that the fact, however, remains
that builder had taken PLC
from the allottees of L and M
Block towers. Construction
of new towers after collecting
preferential location charges is
illegal. 

Accordingly, it is directed
to refund the PLC collected
from the allottees of L and M
Block with interest at the rate
of nine per cent per annum
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An internal survey con-
ducted by the Delhi BJP

has shown that the party may
bag 170 of 250 wards in the
MCD polls next month. The
AAP also seems to be confident
of winning 230 seats while the
Congress has claimed that it
will get over 130 seats in the
civic body polls.

The survey, having a sam-
ple size of 43,750 voters was
conducted between November
13 and November 25, Delhi
BJP media head Harish
Khurana said.

"The survey, conducted in
all the 250 wards shows that the
BJP is going to win 170 seats.
There are 150 wards where the
BJP is in a very strong position
while there are 20-25 other
wards where the party has an
edge over other parties,"
Khurana said. Interestingly,
Leader of Opposition Ramvir
Singh Bidhuri has claimed that
the party would win over 230
seats in the MCD polls.

Senior AAP leader and
Rajya Sabha MP Raghav
Chadha has expressed confi-
dence that the party would win

over 230 seats in the MCD on
the performance of the Arvind
Kejriwal Government’s works
in Delhi.

However, Delhi Congress
leader Anil Bhardwaj has also
claimed that the party would
win over 130 seats.
Interestingly, the party is
“banking on its former MLAs
and leaders of Delhi to fight
against the BJP and AAP. We
are highlighting the achieve-
ments of the then Sheila
Dikshit regime in the national
Capital,” said a Congress leader.

Earlier in the day, the Delhi
BJP challenged Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal to list two
development works carried out
by his Government without

indulging in corruption.
“The BJP has done a lot of

work in the MCD with limit-
ed resources as a result, the
people are showing huge sup-
port to our candidates during
campaigning,” said State BJP
president Adesh Gupta, while
addressing the media.

Gupta accused the AAP of
crossing all limits of corruption
in the Delhi Government say-
ing that this is the reason why
Delhiites are not letting their
leaders hold public meetings.
“In many places, senior leaders
of AAP had to leave the meet-
ing and run away. Deputy CM
Manish Sisodia, who opened
liquor shops in every street, had
to run away from a meeting
yesterday itself due to heavy
protests,” he claimed.

Informing about the ini-
tiatives taken by the BJP to
make the city garbage-free,
Gupta said that four waste to
energy plants have been made
operational along with a dha-
lao-free campaign.

“BJP has made all the facil-
ities online for birth - death and
other trade licences. We only
provide permanent solutions to
people's problems,” Gupta
added.
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Giving a ‘stiff competition’ to
the Gujarat polls are the

elections for the ‘humble’
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD), slated for
December 4,  with the BJP
deploying its full army of lead-
ers barring Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to stop the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) in its
tracks to capture the local
body. The BJP on Monday
held over 80 meetings includ-
ing door-to-door campaigns,
padyatras, nukkad sabhas  and
road shows across Delhi.

The din and dust kicked off
by the key  BJP leaders in the
nooks and corners of Delhi  has
virtually given  the modest
MCD a ‘national fame’  with
BJP president JP Nadda to
mighty Central  Ministers
including Amit Shah and BJP-
ruled State Chief Ministers
making a beeline  to campaign
in the national Capital.

The ‘high force’  used by
the BJP  has made the Delhi
citizenry awaken to their new

found importance with  the dis-
tant and marginalized streets
lighting up with the big-wigs
canvassing for votes.

Aiming to return to power
in the MCD for the fourth
time in a row, Delhi BJP has
lined  up a list of over 60 star
campaigners, including its
incumbent state CMs and for-
mer CMs from distant states.

Union Ministers, includ-
ing Rajnath Singh, Nitin
Gadkari, Smriti Irani, Piyush
Goyal, Kiren Rijiju, Hardeep
Puri and Anurag Thakur  are
seen in public rallies and road
shows  in all the 14 districts.
They are addressing rallies
and also joining  the door-to-
door campaigning.   The high
octane canvassing is underway
day and night.

Wary of AAP leader
Arvind Kejriwal engaging in
subtle tactics to  unseat the BJP
from  the seat of power from
the MCD and also prove a
point nationally, the BJP is
going full  steam with a
planned conduct of 250 small
meetings in different parts of

the city. The BJP has been
helming the MCD since 2007.

It  is also  reaching  out to
non-Hindi speaking people
from southern states, Odisha,
West Bengal and North East
among others. They have a
sizeable population in large
pockets across the city, includ-
ing Dwarka in south-West
Delhi and  RK Puram, CR
Park, Satya Niketan and
Munirka in South Delhi.

The Capital city also has
sizeable number of growing
settlers from the North-East.

As of now Assam  ,
Madhya Pradesh and Haryana
Chief Ministers  Himanta
Biswa Sarma ,Shivraj Singh
Chouhan  and Manohar Lal
Khattar respectively have hit
the streets in Delhi  taking on
the AAP and the Congress.

Khattar, while campaign-
ing for the MCD poll candi-
date in Shastri Nagar, hit out
at Kejriwal, alleging that he is
used to "cheating and lying". "I
have been a victim of this as
the chief minister of Haryana,"
the Haryana chief minister

said, citing the issues of water
supply to Delhi from his state
and crop residue burning. He
targeted Kejriwal for not
removing jailed AAP leader
Satyendar Jain from the cabi-
net, saying if he does not do it
either the court will or people
will "beat up and remove"
him.

Kejriwal earlier used to
cry over crop residue burning
in Haryana and Punjab, and
blame farmers in these states
when air pollution levels
increased in Delhi. "Satellite
images show there is no pollu-
tion from Haryana due to crop
residue burning, but there is an
AAP government in Punjab

where crop residue is still being
burnt," the senior BJP leader
said.

Lambasting the Kejriwal,
MP Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan said, "It is
amusing that Kejriwal demand-
ed Bharat Ratna for Satyendar
Jain and Manish Sisodia.
Kejriwal should be given
'Dhokha Ratna Puraskar' and
Sisodia 'Sharab Ratna Pursakar'
for the existing condition of
Delhi”, Union Minister Jitendra
Singh campaigned in Jagatpuri
and Anarkali wards. Tomar
participated in the election
campaign in Jama Masjid,
Chandni Mahal and Sadar
Bazar ward.
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Delhi Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia on

Monday held 10 nukkad sabhas
across the Capital and promised
that all sanitation workers
would be paid salaries on time
and jobs of contractual workers
would be regularised if the
AAP was voted to power in the
MCD.

Holding street corner meet-
ings in Gokalpur, Rohtas Nagar,
Ashok Nagar, Dilshad Colony
and Shahdara, the Deputy Chief
Minister said his party will
focus on making Delhi "the
cleanest and the most beautiful
city". "People must be aware that
if corporators from the BJP or
the Congress are elected, they
will spend their tenure fighting.
To pace up development work,
AAP councillors must be voted
to power," Sisodia said.

He claimed that the BJP in
MCD failed to clean Delhi's
garbage and turned the city into
a dumpyard instead. "It (BJP)
failed to fulfil its core respon-
sibility. The public now has
expectations from Arvind
Kejriwal...They believe he will
help get rid of the BJP and the

garbage," the Deputy Chief
Minister said.

The AAP's 10 guarantees
for the December 4 elections
announced earlier this month
include a promise to clear the
three landfill sites at Ghazipur,
Bhalaswa and Okhla.  Sisodia
also alleged that a school run by
the MCD in Gokalpur had
been neglected and it is sur-
rounded by a garbage mound.
"The BJP has problems with the
education of poor children,
which is why they did not get
the schools of MCD repaired. In
Gokalpuri ward, they have
made a dumping yard outside
a school wall," he said.

The senior leader said
Delhiites had only one demand
from the government and that
was to keep the city clean.

Meanwhile, AAP senior
leader and MP Raghav Chadha

also visited the Ghazipur
Landfill site on Monday.

Taking the matter to the
Twitter, Chadha commented,
“You might be wondering what
hill station this is. 

“Welcome to Ghazipur’s
mountain of garbage that has
now grown taller than Qutub
Minar, thanks to BJP led MCD.
A stunning example of ‘Vikas’
by BJP that continues to achieve
greater heights.
# B J P F a i l e d D e l h i
#KachreKaPahad.”

“Delhi gave BJP one job —
to manage garbage & clean the
city, but BJP failed at that too.
Only AAP can fix MCD, come
out in large numbers and press
the Jhaadu button to bring
Kejriwal Model in MCD,” he
added. Chadha campaigned in
Deoli on Monday, sought votes
for AAP candidates.
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The AAP on Monday con-
ducted around 145 nukkad

sabhas, buzz programs, and
jansamvad, ahead of the
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) election.

During the campaign, sev-
eral big names of the party
including Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia, Delhi
State Convenor Gopal Rai,
Rajya Sabha MP Sushil Gupta,
Rajya Sabha Raghav Chadha,
Cabinet Ministers Kailash
Gahlot, Raaj Kumar Anand,
Punjab Minister Sardar Harjot
Bains were among other who
hit the roads of the national
Capital to seek votes for the
forthcoming election in Delhi.

As per the statement
released by the AAP, the party
is working to connect with each
and every person in Delhi by
holding mass dialogues,
Nukkad Sabhas, padayatra, and
door-to-door visits all over
Delhi. 

“Workers talk to people

about their problems door-to-
door and tell them how AAP will
deliver on the Kejriwal Ki 10
Guarantee campaign.  Apart
from this, star campaigners of
AAP are holding public dia-
logues and sabhas every day at
different places of Delhi,” it said.

“Under the leadership of
Arvind Kejriwal, AAP is send-
ing this message to every per-
son in Delhi that if the Kejriwal
Model comes to MCD, all the
problems of MCD will be
solved. Today, star campaign-
ers appealed to people to vote
for AAP by holding public

dialogues, Nukkad Sabhas, and
buzz programs at more than
145 places in Delhi,” it stated.

The way people are coming
in larger and larger numbers
day by day in the Jansamvad
and Nukkad Sabhas of the
AAP, it has been proved that
the party's strategy has been
highly successful. 

People are siding with the
Kejriwal Ki 10 Guarantee cam-
paign and demanding a
garbage-free Delhi, which only
the Kejriwal government can
make possible, the statement
read.
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The Delhi Congress on
Monday said that fighting

for the "rights and protection"
of Dalits and minorities would
be its first priority if the party
wins the civic elections in the
national Capital.

State Congress president
Anil Chaudhary said the party
would implement various
social welfare schemes to
empower these communities,
particularly Dalit children,
through quality education.

"People have been looking
forward to good governance in
the MCD and there is no bet-
ter choice than the Congress to
fulfil that dream. We will
implement various social wel-
fare schemes to empower the
Dalits and minorities," he said.

He alleged that the BJP did
not honour its promise of reg-
ularising temporary and con-
tract employees of the MCD.

"In its 2017 MCD election
'Sankalp Patra', the BJP had
promised to regularise the tem-
porary and contractual
employees. In their 2022 man-

ifesto, the BJP did not mention
anything about it. Even Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
had made many hollow
promises to the Dalit commu-
nity," he said.

Kumar said that the Sheila
Dikshit led Congress
Government, sanctioned in-
situ construction of flats for
slum dwellers under the Rajiv
Rattan Awaz Yojna, and start-
ed construction of a multi-
storey flat complex at Kalkajit
at the initiative of area MLA
Subhash Chopra.

“After the completion of
the first phase of these flats, BJP
took credit with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi handing over
the keys of the flats to the ben-
eficiaries. the Kejriwal
Government politicized con-
struction of flats for slum
dwellers by renaming the
scheme as ‘Mukhya Mantri
Awaz Yojna’,” Kumar added.
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India and France on Monday
explored possibilities to bol-

ster defence industrial co-
operation with the focus on
‘Make in India’ and strength-
en maritime co-operation dur-
ing talks here between Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh and his
French counterpart Sebastien
Lecornu.

The two leaders also held
parleys on a wide range of
bilateral, regional and defence
issues under the aegis of the
fourth India-France Annual
Defence Dialogue.

Giving details of the
Dialogue, defence ministry
officials said later the two
Ministers reviewed the ongo-
ing military-to-military coop-
eration which has increased
substantially in the recent

years.
They discussed means to

strengthen maritime coopera-
tion and increase the scope and
complexity of bilateral exercis-
es. They noted with satisfaction
that India and France recently
held their bilateral Air Exercise
‘Garuda’ at Air Force Station,
Jodhpur successfully.

During the dialogue, one
of the key areas of discussion
was defence industrial coop-
eration with a focus on ‘Make
in India’. Future collaborations
and potential co-production
opportunities were discussed.
The Ministers agreed that the
technical groups from both the
countries should meet early
next year and take the key
cooperation issues forward.

The Ministers recognised
their convergences on a num-
ber of strategic and defence
issues and shared the com-

mitment to work together on
enhancing cooperation in
bilateral, regional and multi-
lateral fora, with a focus on the
Indo-Pacific region. France is
the current chair of Indian
Ocean Commission (IOC) and
Indian Scan Naval Symposium
(IONS) and both countries
cooperate closely in these fora.

As part of his visit to India,
Lecornu on Sunday made a

day-long trip to Headquarters,
Southern Naval Command
and visited India’s first indige-
nous aircraft carrier INS
Vikrant. The French Minister
said he was highly impressed
with INS Vikrant. France is one
of India's most trusted strate-
gic partners and both countries
look forward to celebrating 25
years of their strategic part-
nership in 2023.
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Supreme Court Justice P S
Narashimha has said the

original idea of India has noth-
ing to do with religion or iden-
tity, but the people who loved
the nation.

' Delivering the keynote
address for the 1 st Justice Ajay
Kumar Tripathi Memorial
Lecture at the India
International Centre  , Justice
Narasimha delved into various
phases of Indian history and
said,  "We are a tolerant nation
and let us keep it that way. “

In his 40-minute speech,
Justice Narasimha talked about
how colonial powers tried to
destroy Indian identity and
along with it the self respect of

the people. He said the freedom
struggle was driven not only by
the aspiration of the people to
gain territorial independence
but also to assert their identi-
ty , and the psychological
aspect of it must be studied.

Justice Narasimha spoke at
length on the evolution of the
Indian nation and said India
evolved as nation not because
commonality of religion of its
people. “The original idea of
India has nothing to do with
religion or identity, but the peo-
ple who loved the nation.”

In this context, he also
talked about the need for
greater tolerance in the society
and said India is a tolerant
nation and it should remain
that way.

The occasion was the inau-

guration of the  Justice Ajay
Kumar Tripathi Foundation
on Saturday. Also present were
a host of judges of the Supreme
Courts  and High courts.
Sidharth Luthra, Senior
Advocate of the SC , was the
Guest of Honour, while  Vinod
Kanth, senior ddvocate, Patna
High Court was the Special
Guest.

Referring to the  Preamble
of the Indian Constitution,
Justice Narasimha said among
everything else the
Constitution  promises to strive
for `Fraternity’ was the most
important of all.  "Only
Fraternity can bring about
harmony and allegiance to
truth and reason. Fraternity
must entail a willing and agree-
able reduction of the assertion

of the self, for it to give way and
to bestow identity to the neigh-
bor," he said.

Justice Narasimha con-
cluded that most cases of con-
tention in Courts arise from an
assertion of power, property or
ego, and said that the Indian
Constitution leaves space for
the most subtle and sacred; and
our identity is embedded in its
interpretation, and this must
find way in the judgments of
the Indian courts.

The Justice Ajay Kumar
Tripathi Foundation is a non-
profit organization established
in the memory of Justice Ajay
Kumar Tripathi. It aims to
contribute to the development
of the full spectrum of the new
legal order in India. The
Foundation shall endeavour

to promote, foster, and main-
tain legal thought through the
betterment of legal, judicial,
and social infrastructure, pro-
motion of discourse on legal
and judicial education and
reform, judicial impact assess-
ment and judicial conscien-
tiousness. These proposed ini-
tiatives will be complemented
by bolstering a comprehensive
understanding of legal princi-
ples in professionals and nur-
turing the present and future
generations of the legal pro-
fession. The Foundation aspires
to contribute to positive efforts
that effect a long-lasting dif-
ference in the field of Law.

Justice Tripathi was a
prominent figure in the legal
fraternity, both as a part of the
Bar and the Bench.   He was

sworn in as  a judge of the
Patna High Court  on October
9, 2006. He took office as the
Chief Justice of the High Court
of Chhattisgarh on July 7, 2018.
On March 23, 2019, he was
appointed as a Judicial Member
of Lokpal of India, the National
Anti-Corruption Ombudsman,
wherein he played a pivotal role
during the formative period of
the institution with his innov-
ative ideas and inputs. He held
this position until his untime-
ly demise on  May 2, 2020.

The functioning of the
Foundation will be overseen by
Justice Tripathi’s wife,  Alka
Tripathi, as Founder and
Trustee along with his daugh-
ters and son-in-law: , Anushree
Tripathi, Consultant (For Law
on Climate Change), Ministry

of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change; Aditi Tripathi,
Advocate-on-Record, Supreme
Court of India; Aakriti Tripathi,

Assistant Professor, Jindal
Global Law School, and  Rahul
Narayanan, Senior Corporate
Counsel (Litigation), Amazon.
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The Supreme Court on
Monday closed the pro-

ceedings on an interim plea after
taking note of the submissions
of Maharashtra authorities that
the demolition drive conduct-
ed to remove alleged unautho-
rised structures on government
land around the tomb of Afzal
Khan, the commander of the
Adil Shahi dynasty of Bijapur,
has been completed.

“Now the demolition drive
has been carried out and hence,
so far as the interim application

(challenging the demolition) is
concerned, actually nothing
survives,” a bench comprising
Chief Justice D Y Chandrachud
and Justice P S Narasimha said
while disposing of the interim
plea of Hazrat Mohd Afzal
Khan Memorial Society against
the demolition drive.

It, however, kept the main
appeal of the society pending for
adjudication against two
Bombay High Court orders
asking the state government to
demolish the illegal structures in
and around the tomb. The
Society had claimed the demo-

lition could damage the tomb.
The top court had on

November 11 sought reports
from the district collector and
the deputy conservator of forests
of Satara in Maharashtra on the
demolition drive conducted to
remove alleged unauthorised
structures on government land
at the site.

At the outset, the bench
perused the reports filed by the
district collector and the deputy
conservator of forests of Satara
besides the pictures of the
demolition drive and said they
showed the extent of illegal

constructions on forest land.
Senior advocate N K Kaul,

appearing for the state govern-
ment, said the tomb of Afzal

Khan and another grave, which
was found during the demoli-
tion drive, are “untouched” and
“protected”.
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The Supreme Court on
Monday dismissed Tehelka

magazine editor Tarun Tejpal's
plea seeking in-camera pro-
ceedings in the Bombay High
Court on an appeal challenging
his acquittal in a 2013 rape case.
A bench comprising Chief
Justice DY Chandrachud and
Justice PS Narasimha did not
agree to the submissions of
senior advocates Kapil Sibal and
Amit Desai, counsel for Tejpal,

that the proceedings be held in
private to safeguard the repu-
tation and privacy of the jour-
nalist. 

The top court, referring to
section 327 of Code of Criminal
Procedure which was being
cited by Tejpal's lawyers, said
ordinarily, the trial in a crimi-
nal case has to be open and the
trial judge is empowered to
order in-camera proceedings to
ensure that the informant
woman deposes “fearlessly and
without any public gaze”, and
this cannot be extended to an

accused or male persons who
are not vulnerable witnesses. 

“I am an acquitted person.
Prima facie, there is nothing
against me. If it (hearing on
appeal of Goa government
against the appeal) is open
then I will be subjected to
media trial,” Sibal said and
referred to the apex court's
verdict holding right to priva-
cy as the fundamental right.
“The statute does not say
so...The in-camera proceed-
ings are for vulnerable witnesses
or informants,” the bench said.
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Giving a boost to bilateral
Defence ties, a joint mil-

itary exercise between troops
of India and Malaysia began
on Monday there. The drill
aims to enhance inter-oper-
ability in planning and exe-
cution of various operations in
jungle terrain.

Exercise, 'Harimau Shakti-
2022', commenced at Pulai,
Kluang, Malaysia and will
culminate on December 12.
The exercise is an annual
training event between the
Indian Army and the
Malaysian Army, being con-
ducted since 2012, the defence
ministry said here on Monday.

C omb at - e x p e r i e n c e d
troops of the Garhwal Rifles
Regiment of the Indian Army
and the Royal Malay Regiment
of the Malaysian Army are
participating in the exercise this
year to share experiences
gained during operations in
order to enhance inter-oper-
ability in planning and execu-
tion of various operations in
jungle terrain, it said.

The scope of this exercise
involves a command plan-
ning exercise at the battalion
level and company-level field
training exercise on sub-con-
ventional operations in jungle
terrain.

The joint exercise sched-
ule includes the establish-
ment of a joint command
post, joint surveillance centre,
sharing expertise in employ-
ment of aerial assets, techni-
cal demonstrations, casualty
management and casualty
evacuation apart from plan-
ning logistics at the battalion
level, the ministry statement
said.
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Leading Islamic luminaries
of India and Indonesia

will on Tuesday hold discus-
sions here on countering rad-
icalization and extremism
besides other related issues.

A delegation of
Indonesian ulemas and other
religious leaders accompany-
ing Coordinating Minister
for Polit ical ,  Legal  and
Security Affairs Mohammad
Mahfud MD will take part in
the discussions, officials said
here on Monday.

National Security Advisor
(NSA) Ajit Doval had invited
Mahfud when he had visited
Indonesia for the Second
India-Indonesia Security
Dialogue at the NSA level on
March 17, they said.

Mahfud, the coordinating
minister for portfolios such as
home, foreign and defence
who is also the Indonesian
counterpart of the NSA,

accepted the invitation.
He had suggested to bring

a delegation of interfaith reli-
gious leaders to share experi-
ences with their Indian coun-
terparts on the "role of Ulema
in fostering a culture of inter-
faith peace and social har-
mony in India and Indonesia".

The delegation will have a
day-long interaction at the
India International Cultural
Centre with Indian counter-
parts representing leading
Islamic luminaries from
Jamiat  Ulema-e-Hind,
Lucknow-based Asifi mosque,
and the Bohra community
among others.  They are also
likely to meet Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

The day-long discussion
will be spread over three ses-
sions -- Islam: Continuity
and Change, Harmonising
inter-faith society: Practice
and Experience,  and
Countering Radicalization
and Extremism in India and
Indonesia.
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Acentral green panel has
rejected the Union Ministry

of Petroleum and Natural Gas’
(MoPNG) request to exempt it
from taking prior approval
under the Forest (Conservation)
Act, 1980 while carrying out
repair, maintenance, upgrada-
tion and widening works of
hydrocarbon pipelines across
the States.  

The Directorate of
Hydrocarbon (DoH), under the
MoPNG, had sought exemption
similar to that for roads and
transmission lines which do
not have to take mandatory
approval from the central panel.

Refusing to give the nod,
the Forest Advisory Committee
(FAC), under the Union
Environment Ministry, how-
ever, argued that hydrocarbons
and oil pipelines work usually
ends up in breaking of forest
land, resulting in felling of trees
as well as damage to the sur-

rounding vegetation and fauna.
The matter had come up for

discussion at a FAC meeting
early this month where the
Directorate of Hydrocarbon
(DoH) under the MoPNG had
submitted that oil and gas sec-
tor, national oil companies
(NOCs) have been operating in
the country since 1960s and sev-
eral pipeline networks have
been installed with vested Right
of Ways (RoWs) prior to 1980s
for the transportation of oil and
gas products.

“The existing pipeline net-
work needs repair and mainte-
nance work to be done on a reg-
ular basis. Since pipelines are
linear projects as the transmis-
sion lines and roads, their repair,
maintenance and upgradation
may be allowed without prior
approval under FC Act 1980,”
said the DoH.

However, the Committee
dismissed the DoH demand,
pointing out that the two works
i.e. related to oil and natural gas

and roads and transmission
lines cannot be compared.
“Repair and maintenance of
transmission lines and roads,
constructed prior to 1980 is with
the prior permission of the
State Forest Department. Repair
and maintenance has been
restricted within the RoW of the
road/transmission line without
involving fresh breaking of for-
est land. Moreover, the road and
transmission lines are above
ground facilities which have
continuously been in use and
therefore, there is no percepti-
ble damage to the vegetation of

land by allowing their repair and
maintenance.

However, after laying such
lines (of oil and gas), the land
use is restored to its original
state. In most cases, vegetation
comes over the pipelines and the
land use is restored to its orig-
inal forest land use.

Hence, the Committee
apprehended that repair and
maintenance of such lines may
not be possible without break-
ing of forest land and distur-
bance may be caused to the sur-
rounding vegetation and fauna
due to breaking of forest land.
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The CBI has arrested an
alleged imposter who used

to meet private individuals at
the Tamil Nadu Bhavan here
and demand costly gifts posing
as an IPS officer and a joint
director of the agency.

The arrested accused has
been identified as
Visakhapatnam-resident Kovvi
ReddySrinivas Rao.

Rao allegedly demanded
costly gifts from private indi-
viduals assuring them of lob-
bying with unidentified public
servants on their behalf for get-
ting favourable response in
various matters, including in

cases registered by different
Central investigative agencies,
reads the FIR.

He also demanded costly
gifts from private persons by
claiming that the gifts needed
to be further handed over to
senior government officers,
according to the FIR.

It is alleged that Rao pos-
ing as a senior IPS officer

allegedly met six persons after
coming to the national capital
on November 22 on various
occasions, allegedly offering
them favourable outcomes in
various matters pending before
Government authorities, the
FIR alleged.

From offering employment
to allowing entry of goods
vehicles of a private company
during no-entry hours in the
National Capital Region, Rao
assured solutions to problems
faced by his victims, it added.

The CBI has booked Rao
under Indian Penal Code
Section relating to cheating
(420) and cheating by person-
ation (419).  
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The Supreme Court on Monday sought
response from farmers and their associa-

tions, and the Centre to a plea by the Andhra
Pradesh Government challenging the High
Court decision which said the State Legislature
"lacked competence" to make any law for shift-
ing, bifurcating or trifurcating the capital.  It
observed the Andhra Pradesh High Court
cannot be a "town planner" or an "engineer" and
direct the Government that the capital city
should come up in six months. 

A bench of Justices KM Joseph and BV
Nagarathna also stayed time-bound directions
issued by the High Court, including the one that
said the state will construct and develop
Amaravati capital city and capital region with-
in six months. The High Court had also
ordered the Government and the authorities
concerned to complete infrastructure develop-
ment like roads, drainage and electricity and
drinking water supply in the Amaravati Capital

City and Region within one month. 
The SC bench said it needs to examine the

issue at length and posted a batch of petitions
filed by the State, farmers, associations and their
committees for further hearing on January 31.
The top court, which asked the parties to file
their responses by December, was informed by
senior advocate KK Venugopal that the state gov-
ernment has repealed the law for having three
different capitals of the State. 

On March 3, the High Court had said the
inaction of the State and Andhra Pradesh Capital
Region Development Authority (APCRDA's)
failure to develop the capital city and capital
region as agreed to in terms of the Development
Agreement-cum-Irrevocable General Power of
Attorney, is nothing but a deviation from the
promise made by the State, defeating legitimate
expectation.  It had said the State and the APCR-
DA violated the fundamental rights of the peti-
tioners (farmers), as they surrendered their only
source of livelihood -- over 33,000 acres of fer-
tile land. 
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West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee is

expected to officially announce
Sundarbans and Basirhat as
two new districts of the State
during an administrative meet-
ing scheduled on November 29,
a senior official said on Monday.
The two districts are set to be
carved out of South and North
24 Parganas districts, he said.

“All the necessary work to
create the two new districts has
been completed. The CM is like-
ly to announce the names
tomorrow in Hingalganj during
the administrative meeting,”
the official told PTI.

The CM will begin her
three-day tour of the mangrove
area of Sundarbans from
Monday. The district of
Sundarbans is likely to have
around 13 blocks of South 24
Parganas while Basirhat may
have six of North 24 Parganas,
he said. Sundarbans, a

UNESCO World Heritage site,
currently is spread over North
and South 24 Parganas dis-
tricts, while Basirhat is a sub-
division of North 24 Parganas.

West Bengal currently has
23 districts. The state had to
bear a cost of at least Rs 200
crore to create each district, the
official said. Banerjee will per-
form 'Pratiki Puja' (nature wor-
ship) at Hingalganj to protect
inhabitants from elephant
attacks, the official said.

“I will perform 'Prakriti
Puja' in Hingalganj. Of late, ele-
phant attacks have increased as
jumbos are straying out of
forests in search of food,” she
had on November 25 said in the

assembly.
She had also expressed con-

cern over Sundarbans facing
natural calamities such as
cyclones and floods every year
and said her government has
submitted a master plan for the
development of the area to the
NITI Aayog.

“We have submitted the
master plan for Sundarbans to
the NITI Aayog. Every year,
there are cyclones and floods. If
there is a master plan, the prob-
lem will be solved. I will ask the
forest minister to look into the
matter more seriously,” she
added. On Wednesday, Banerjee
is scheduled to visit Sajnekahli
in South 24 Parganas.
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Bengal Opposition Leader
Suvendu Adhikari has

asked the BJP MLAs to press
for an adjournment motion in
the State Assembly after
Trinamool Congress legislator
and former minister Sabitri
Mitra compared Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Home Minister Amit Shah to
epic villains Duryodhana and
Duhshashana.

“The way a senior TMC
leader has insulted the Prime
Minister, the party owes an
explanation and so we have
asked our women MLAs to
press for an adjournment
motion in the State Assembly
tomorrow,” Adhikari on
Monday said.

In an apparent counter
attack against some BJP lead-
ers for comparing Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
with Surpanakha the sister of
demon king Ravana, Mitra a
former minister earlier said that
“if they can compare our leader
with Surpanakha then I have
no hesitation comparing there
leaders Narendra Modi and
Amit Shah to Duryodhana and
Duhshashana whose only job
was to de-robe women.”

The TMC MLA from

Malda’s Manikchak con-
stituency also alleged that very
few Gujaratis had fought the
freedom struggle and instead
“many of them were involved
in supporting the British and
supplying them weapons…
they had no role in the freedom
struggle and yet they are shout-
ing Bharat Mata ki Jai … do
they have the right to raise this
slogan…”Adhikari reacted
sharply wondering whether
Mitra had similar feelings
about Mahatma Gandhi or
Sardar Ballavbhai Patel. 

“She has come from the
Congress … has she forgotten

the contributions of Bapu
(Gandhi)and Patel in the
Indian freedom struggle …
Does she remember the
National Anthem which refers
to all the constituent States of
India …we will bring up these
issues tomorrow,” Adhikari
said. The Duryodhana contro-
versy erupts days after the
Trinamool Congress and Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee had
to publicly apologise for a
statement made by her minis-
terial colleague Akhil Giri who
made disparaging remarks
against President Droupadi
Murmu.
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Days after Bengal
Opposition Leader

Suvendu Adhikari assured the-
members of Matua communi-
ty of southern Bengal districts
that Citizenship Amendment
Act would be implemented in
the State, Union Minister of
State for Home affairs Nisith
Pramanik on Monday told a
large gathering in North Bengal
that “soon CAA is going to be
a reality.”

Addressing a public meet-
ing Pramanik who is an MP
from Coochbehar said”CAA
has not been enacted to take
away anyone’s citizenship …
rather CAA will be imple-
mented to give citizenship to
the genuine and deserving per-
sons … there is no doubt that
soon it will be implemented not
only in Bengal but in the entire
country.”

Adhikari had a few days
ago told a large rally at
Thakurnagar in North 24
Parganas that “no power can
stop implementing CAA.”

Apparently referring to
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee he said “some people
are trying to obstruct CAA
from being implemented …
but I dare them all to stop it

from coming … CAA will be
definitely implemented …for
those who have to produce
their pre-1971 property deeds
to get a passport done … this
cannot go on for long … the
Matuas who had been driven
away from Bangladesh and
who took refuge in India to
save their Hindu religion will
definitely be made Indian cit-
izens through CAA.”

The Chief Minister on the
other hand said that the fact
that the Matuas had their vot-
ing rights and properties in
India itself proved that they
were Indian citizens, so there is
no need for CAA … it is only
a device to divide the popula-
tion ahead of the elections …
it is an electoral tool of the BJP
to polarise the population …
but they will never succeed.”

The BJP digs up the CAA
issue at a time when the pan-
chayat elections are barely a few
months away. The experts say
that the reason why CAA is
being raised in the Matua
region and North Bengal
because the saffron outfit des-
perately wants to hold on to its
support base.

Curiously the BJP has not
been raising the CAA issue in
other districts like Malda,
Murshidabad, Burdwan and
Jangalmahal. 
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Awidely respected former
bureaucrat and a veteran

corporate honcho have lam-
basted the Narendra Modi
Government at the Centre for
its failure in resuscitating the
country’s economy and taking
India to the path of Hindu
majoritarianism which has
destroyed its social fabric as
well as religious pluralism.

K M Chandrasekhar, for-
mer cabinet secretary (2007-
2011) has said in his memoir
As Good As My Word (Harper
Collins) said that Narendra
Modi’s action disbanding the
Planning Commission has
done a lot of damage to India’s
economy as well as federalism. 

The Prime Minister in his
first ever Independence Day
Message to the nation in 2014
had announced that the
Planninhynjhg Commission,
which till then had played a
lead role in plan allocation to
the States was being disband-
ed and a new entity by name
NITI Ayog  would become
functional soon with wider
mandate.
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After extracting a commit-
ment from the Union

Home Minister Amit Shah that
no dilution in the existing
quota for Gujjars, Bakerwals ,
Gaddis will be entertained dur-
ing their close door meeting in
New Delhi last week,  the
Jammu Kashmir Gujjar
Bakerwal  Joint Action
Committee (JAC) Monday sus-
pended their protest  ‘Paidal
March’ after it started from
Kupwara to Kathua on
November 4. 

The Gujjar Bakerwal com-
munity members were protest-
ing against the Central
Government’s move on grant-
ing Scheduled Tribe status to
the Pahari Speaking people
who belong to a linguistic
group . 

The community feared the
government's move to include
upper castes in the scheduled
tribe category will deprive

them of their rights in educa-
tion and jobs.

The March started from
Kupwara on November 04
towards Kathua was sched-
uled to touch all the 20 districts
of Jammu and Kashmir. It was
halted at Kalakote on
November 22 in the Rajouri
district. 

However, during a meeting
with the Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on 24th of
November at New Delhi the
agitating Joint Action
Committee members were
assured that no dilution in the
existing quota Gujjars,
Bakerwals , Gaddis will be
entertained. 

Addressing a joint press

conference  in Jammu,the JAC
members thanked Prime
Minister Narendra Modi ,
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah for an effective move to
protect the reservation of exist-
ing 12 tribal groups.

The JAC members
expressed hoped that  Union
Home Minister will fulfill his
promises made with the dele-
gation who met Amit Shah at
New Delhi in presence of
Union Home Secretary A K
Bhalla, Member of Parliament
(Rajya Sabha), Er Ghulam Ali
Khatana, senior BJP leader
Sunil Sharma, prominent Tribal
researcher Javaid Rahi and
some Gujjar leaders.

The JAC members said,
Amit Shah assured the Gujjar
Bakerwal Joint Action
Committee leaders that exist-
ing reservations to the com-
munity will remain intact and
the Pahari, Gadda Brahman,
Koli and Padri as Scheduled
Tribe would be accommodat-
ed in a separate block. 

“It was made clear to their
delegation that new STs will be
accommodated as a separate
group of Scheduled Tribe with
special arrangements ensur-
ing that reservation to Gujjars,
Bakerwals, Gaddis, Sippis  does
not get affected”.
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Targetting the Congress over
the participation of

`Narmada Bachao Andolan`
activist Medha Patkar in the
‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ led by Rahul
Gandhi, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Monday
said in his Gujarat election
campaign that  the opposition
party must shun its “divide and
rule” strategy to regain the
trust of the people of Gujarat.

While the first phase of poll
campaigning ended in Gujarat,
the campaign for the second-
phase is continuing with three
main parties- the BJP, Congress
and AAP- going  whole hog to
woo voters with their  high and
low decibel campaign strategy
and road shows.

Addressing a poll rally in
Palitana town of Bhavnagar dis-
trict , Modi said the people of

Gujarat have rejected the
Congress because the State
had suffered a lot due to the
party's policy of inciting peo-
ple of one region or community
against another.

The people of Gujarat are
not ready to help those who
support “elements wanting to
break India”, he said.

Modi, during his previous
campaign rallies in Gujarat,
had also targeted Rahul Gandhi
for walking with Medha Patkar
during the Bharat Jodo Yatra.

On Monday, Modi accused
the Congress of trying to dis-
rupt the reach of the Narmada
water to the parched region of
Saurashtra.

He said the people of
Gujarat will never forgive those
who were walking with a per-
son who was responsible for
stalling the Sardar Sarovar dam

project for 40 years.
“The Congress's ideology

is to divide and rule. Before
Gujarat became a separate state,
it (Congress) made Gujaratis
and Marathis fight against each
other. Later, the Congress incit-
ed people of different castes
and communities to fight
against each other. Gujarat suf-
fered a lot because of such sins
of the Congress”,  he claimed.

The smart people of
Gujarat understood this strat-
egy of the Congress and came
together to show the door to
such “divisive forces”, the Prime
Minister  said.

The situation changed after
the BJP came to power, he said,
adding Gujarat has been on the
path of development for the last

20 years.
“The Congress is losing

because the people of Gujarat
have shown unity. The
Congress must shun casteism,
communalism, vote bank pol-
itics and divide and rule (ide-
ology) to win back the trust of
people of Gujarat, because they
are not at all ready to help those
who support elements wanting
to break India,”  Modi said.

Elections for the 182-mem-
ber Gujarat Assembly are
scheduled on December 1 and
5 and the counting of votes will
be taken up on December 8.

Amidst the competitive
electioneering , former BJP
leader and  Gujarat minister
Jaynarayan Vyas  joined the
Congress on Monday.
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Aday after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi accused

Congress of playing vote bank
politics over terrorism,
Congress chief Mallikarjun
Kharge on Monday said his
party had sacrificed two prime
ministers in the fight against
terrorism.

Kharge questioned
whether any leader of the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
had fought for the freedom of
the country.

“We have done the work to
fight against terrorists. To
maintain peace in the country,
we have sacrificed our leaders.
Indira Gandhi sacrificed her
life to keep the country united.
Rajiv Gandhi was martyred for
the unity of the country. Is
there a leader in the BJP who
at least fought for the freedom
of the country?” Kharge asked.

Addressing a rally in
Kheda in poll-bound Gujarat
on Sunday, the prime minister
had said Congress views ter-
rorism from the prism of the
vote bank”. He also said, “ter-
rorism was not over yet and the
politics of the Congress has also
not changed”.

“Here (in Congress), we
have lost our two famous and

world-respected prime minis-
ters to strengthen and unite the
country. This is an election of
the state Assembly and not of
Parliament. We are here before
you with the issues affecting the
state. It is better if he (Modi)
talks about the successes and
failures of the state,” Kharge
said. On the BJP's poll promise
of implementing the Uniform
Civil Code in Gujarat, Khrage
said it was an attempt to divide
society and create controversy
for votes.

“They (BJP) are provoking
Congress and other leaders to
speak up and get angry. Their
aim is to provoke us and divide
society, but we are not going to
fall into their trap,” he said.

Slamming Modi for seek-
ing votes in his name and
claiming only he contributed to
the progress of Gujarat as if
there were no leaders before
him, Kharge said the prime
minister keeps talking about
the Congress has done nothing
in the past 70-odd years.

“If any party built the
country in 70 years, it was
Congress,” Kharge said, adding,
unlike Modi, he does not take
credit for the several thousand
crore worths of projects sanc-
tioned when he was Union
minister.
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Amid reports that the
Congress leadership was

highly upset with Rajasthan
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot
for calling his former deputy
Sachin Pilot a “gaddar” , former
party chief Rahul Gandhi on
Monday said both the leaders
are assets to the party.

Rahul’s statement is signif-
icant as the Bharat Jodo Yatra
, led by him, is expected to
enter Rajasthan on December
4 from Madhya Pradesh.  The
padyatra will criss-cross
through Rajasthan for 17 days.

On the prolonged power
tussle between Gehlot and
Pilot, Rahul said, “It will not
affect the yatra and both the
leaders are assets to the
Congress party.”

Gehlot last week called
Pilot a 'gaddar' (traitor) who
cannot replace him as he had
revolted against Congress in
2020 and tried to topple the
state government, drawing a
sharp response from his former
deputy who said such “mud-
slinging” would not help.

In a freewheeling Press
conference in the midst of the
yatra near Indore city in
Madhya Pradesh, when Rahul
Gandhi was asked by media
whether he would like to con-

test again from Amethi, he
responded, “I don't want to give
any headline to the media as at
present my focus is on the
Bharat Jodo Yatra.”

“See, once again these are
all attempts to distract from the
main idea. You want newspa-
pers to say tomorrow whether
I will contest from Amethi or
not. I want the newspapers to
write about the Bharat Jodo
Yatra, the ideas and philosophy
behind the yatra. The answer to
your question may come in a
year or year-and-a-half,” Rahul
said, who currently represents
Waynad Parliamentary con-
stituency in Kerala.

In 2019, he had contested
also from Amethi, considered
to be his home turf, but lost to
BJP leader Smriti Irani, a
Cabinet Minister in the
Narendra Modi government.
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Ahead of former Congress
president Rahul Gandhi's

'Bharat Jodo Yatra' in
Rajasthan, a committee com-
prising three State Ministers on
Monday held talks with a del-
egation from Gujjar commu-
nity to address their demands
related to reservation and other
issues. The Ministers assured
them that the Government
will look into their charter of
demands and asked them to
attend another round of meet-
ing on Tuesday.

Five communities under
Most Backward Classes, includ-
ing Gujjars, have been demand-
ing a resolution to the problems
faced in getting a five per cent
quota in jobs and educational
institutions, scholarships, pro-
motion-related issues in jobs,
budget for Devnarayan Board
constituted for welfare of these
communities and withdrawal
of police cases against the pro-
testors during the Gujjar agi-
tation.

The three-member Cabinet
sub-committee comprises
Home Minister Rajendra
Yadav, Education Minister B D
Kalla and Youth Affairs
Minister Ashok Chandna.
Gujjar Aarakshan Sangharsh
Samiti had threatened that
they will not allow the yatra to
enter Rajasthan if their
demands are not fulfilled.
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ANIA Special Court here on
Monday sentenced six ter-

rorists in Jaish-e-Mohamad
Conspiracy Case under various
sections of Indian Penal Code
(IPC), Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act and
Explosives Substances Act.  

Those convicted in the
case are Sajad Ahmad Khan
alias Sajjad Ahmed Khan
(Handoora, Awantipora,
Pulwama, with life imprison-
ment and rigorous imprison-
ment,  Tanveer Ahmed Ganie
alias Tanveer Ahmad
(Mandoora, Tral, Pulwama)
slapped with five years impris-
onment, Bilal Ahmad Mir alias
Bilal Mir (Gadpora, Tral,
Pulwama) convicted for life
imprisonment, rigorous
imprisonment  and fine.

Likewise, Muzaffar Ahmad
Bhat alias Muzaffar Bhat of
Monghama, Tral, Pulwama has
been convicted for life impris-
onment, rigorous imprison-
ment  and fine, Ishfaq Ahmad
Bhat alias Khalpora of
Marhama, Anantnag, Jammu
and Kashmir convicted for life
imprisonment, RI and fine
and Mehraj-Ud-din Chopan
alias Mehraj.

The case relates to criminal
conspiracy by the top Jaish-e

Mohammad (JeM) leaders
Mufti Abdul Rauf Asghar,
brother of Maulana Masood
Azhar, based in Pakistan, to
recruit persons to carry out ter-
rorist acts in different parts of
India.

A large number of
Pakistan-trained terrorists,
weapons and explosives train-
ers of JeM had illegally infil-
trated into Indian territory
after crossing the border, with
the help of their associates
based in different States of
India.

“All the accused had car-
ried out reconnaissance of tar-
gets, arranged hideouts and had
provided logistical support to
terrorists to carry out terror
attacks in India. Sajad Ahmad
Khan had been sent to Delhi to
carry out reconnaissance of
important targets and to estab-
lish a hideout in Delhi. The
main aim was to identify, rad-
icalize and recruit youth,
impart them training in han-
dling of weapons and explo-
sives and fieldcraft and raise
funds, procure weapons etc. in
order to execute their nefarious
designs,” the NIA said in a
statement.

Explosives were recov-
ered at the behest of
Mehrajuddin while detonators
were recovered from Muzzaffar.
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After a fierce public furore
was sparked off  three days

ago by an objectionable remark
against women that was
allegedly made by Baba
Ramdev recently, the Yoga
guru on Monday, expressed his
regret and also apologised for
his sexist comment.

In an email sent to the
Maharashtra State Commission
for Women (MSCW)
Chairperson Rupali Chakankar
who had served him a notice
seeking explanation for his
questionable remarks, Ramdev
expressed his regret and ten-
dered his apology for his com-
ment, even while claiming that
his remarks had been “twisted
out of the context”.

Confirming the develop-
ment, Chakankar said: “We
have received Yoga Guru
Ramdev’s reply to our notice.
However, if we receive more
objections or complaints from
the people, we will examine the
full video-recording of  last
week’s programme where he
allegedly made the remarks
and conduct a full-fledged
inquiry into the entire episode”.

It may be recalled that
Ramdev – while addressing the
women participants at a Yoga
training programme had made
objectionable remarks in the
presence of Maharashtra CM.
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- Sheik in Egypt that ended on November
20 (The Pioneer, November 27). The con-
ference ended with the adoption of a dec-
laration for the creation of a fund for pro-
viding compensation for  nations facing the
vagaries of climate change and extreme
weather conditions.  The United States and
European Union have not met their pre-
viously agreed commitments of $ 100 bil-
lion in support to the poor nations. 
The developed world has better alternatives
for coal, but on the issue of transfer of tech-
nology.  
Neither they want to part with the technol-
ogy nor are they willing to be liberal on
funding the poor nations.  Yet they want
to assume the leadership role in climate
change dialogue. The creation of a loss and
damage fund is not a solution.  We need
to declare climate emergencies in each
country and support a programme to meet
the emergency.Regarding India, we need to
declare water scarcity and its poor manage-
ment, agricultural uncertainties, soil degra-
dation, and natural forest and biodiversi-
ty depletion as a climatic emergency.
Developing nations should look inwards

and help each other with technology and
other resources.  

TV Jayaprakash | Palakkad
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Sir — The veterant thespian and the gem
of theatre Vikram Gokhale left for heav-
enly abode at the age of 77. He marked his
presence by being an actor in movies like
Tum Bin, Hum Dil De Chuke Sanam, De
Dhana Dhan, Bhool Bhulaiyaa and so on.
He made an appearance in the most-
watched television serial ‘Sanjivani’ the
medical boom drama and accomplished
his dream by being a director of Marathi
movie like Aaghat (2010), also a theatre
artist.

The winner of National Film Award
was also humanitarian activist runs a char-
itable organization which works for dis-
abled soldiers, orphan children. He will
always hold a special place in his fans
hearts.

Tashi Baheti | Ujjain
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Sir —If Saudi Arabia beats 2-times World
Cup winners Messi - enriched Argentina,
Japan beats 4-times World Cup winner
football superpower Germany ; if Iran
comes up with demolition of 2016 Euro
semi-finalist Wales, South Korea is ending
the match with a draw against twice
World Champion Uruguay! Moving to
Africa, we see Morocco and Tunisia end-
ing its match with goalless draws against
reigning World runners-up Croatia and last
Euro semifinalist Denmark respectively!
From the Americas, if USA draws with past
World Champion England; Ecuador pro-
duces the same result against 2010 World
Cup runners-up Netherlands!

While the "snob" brigade might feel
"nauseating" in upcoming of the "proletari-
at"; but true connoisseurs of the game feel
overjoyed in this comparative democrati-
sation of football with the erstwhile "dic-
tatorship" of the handful of superpowers
from Western Europe and South America
having been called into question!  Surely
this positive change has arrived due to the
"globalisation" of the game thanks to the
"import" and "export" of football players
and coaches all across the world! If talent-
ed players from Japan or Senegal are trad-
ing their skills in the best of the clubs of
Spain, Germany Italy France or England;
coaches from Brazil, Argentina or Uruguay
are guiding the upcoming footballers of
Asia or Africa! This continuous intermin-
gling of skills knowledge and experience
are indeed playing a major role behind
emergence of a new global order in soc-
cer arena!

Kajal Chatterjee | Kolkata
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Sir — The UN Secretary General Antonio
Guterres had exhorted the world leaders
that "We are on a highway to climate hell
with our foot on the accelerator" and asked
the countries to "cooperate or perish" when
he delivered one of his best speeches in the
Conference of Parties, better known as CoP
27, organized by the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC) secretariat at Sharm El
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SOUNDBITE

avalanches, floods, earth-
quakes, etc. However, no
longer in ‘Uniform’ and now
as a civilian Administrator
with a team of civilian bureau-
crats in the task, was a cultur-
al change – sometimes for the
better and sometimes, not.
Many exemplified the best of
minds, commitment, and
integrity that makes the Civil
Services amongst the toughest
examinations to crack, as
indeed, aspirational.

However, some within the
AGMUT cadre that is respon-
sible for the Islands (along with
all other UTs like Delhi,
Chandigarh, Goa, etc.) took to
postings in the Emerald
Islands like a ‘punishment
posting’ to the proverbial Kaala
Paani (a blot of nomenclature
for the holy land) – for these
odd derelicts, it bred disinter-
est, dismay and ‘time serving’
attitude that led to an apathet-
ic performance. Conversely, it
also led to occasional cases of
extreme hubris and highhand-
edness, as the ‘State’ has a dis-
proportionately larger say in
livelihood than it does in other
places, as is the case in all bor-
der areas or distant lands.
Having served in far-flung
areas of Ladakh or
Northeastern states, one was
conversant with the subliminal
sensitivities and the need to
‘reach out’ as much as possible
and allowed. Often these odd

bureaucrats didn’t exactly
enjoy the spirit besetting, ‘a life
less ordinary. Dereliction of
duty could be an unfortunate
outcome, if not corrected.

Recent accusations sur-
rounding the extreme abuse of
power by the former senior-
most bureaucrat (Chief
Secretary) of the Islands, is a
doomsday scenario of what
could go wrong. This militates
in the face of the ‘steel frame’
imagined by Sardar Patel who
had beseeched the IAS proba-
tioners even before indepen-
dence, “No Service worth the
name can claim to exist if it
does not have in view the
achievement of the highest
standard of integrity” and had
cautioned sagely about the
possible misuse of power, “ren-
der your service without fear
or favour and any expectation
of extraneous rewards”. When
the highest bureaucrat of the
land is accused in a sex-for-job
scandal, not only is something
amiss with the ‘system’ but also
with the adherence to the civ-
ilizational truths of the land.
Andamans and Nicobar
Islands was the first territory
to unfurl the Tricolour (by
Netaji in 1945) and instill the
lofty ‘Idea of India’ – this inci-
dent besmirches that sacred-
ness of thought and land.

Ironically, Port Blair with
its basic facilities (Government
Hospital, International

Airport, Educational facilities,
etc.) befitting a capital city is
still considered a ‘hard posting’
in the official recording of the
bureaucracy – whereas there is
an Infantry Brigade in Port
Blair that has Infantry Units
who are in a ‘peace station’
after having done a truly hard
posting in the unforgiving
heights of the border areas! So
much for the supposed parity
of conditions and considera-
tions between the two arms of
governance? Loose talk of ‘free
rations’, ‘mess life’, ‘CSD rates’,
and copious amounts of free-
flowing alcohol is a cruel joke
for those who lead a ‘life less
ordinary.' This is not to suggest
that there aren’t instances of
dereliction in the ‘Uniform’ or
that every civilian bureaucrat
is only a ‘pen pusher’ – but to
state the uneven service con-
ditions, considerations, and
imagination between services.
Unfulfilled and forgotten
OROP is a manifestation of
that lack of parity and no num-
ber of condescending visits to
‘forward areas’ by politicians,
can compensate for the reali-
ty. The Port Blair incident
shames our conscience, as it
should to those who lead a life
‘extraordinary’.

(The writer, a military veter-
an, is a former Lt Governor

of Andaman & Nicobar
Islands and Puducherry. The
views expressed are personal)
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As an Infantryman,
almost half of one’s
professional life was
divided into tenant
postings that were

either in ‘field areas’ or ‘peace sta-
tions’. Put simply, this alternative
oscillation at the ‘field area’
entailed deployment in the direct
line of defense against the ‘enemy’,
hence usually in the border out-
posts at the geographical-topo-
graphical extremities of the sov-
ereign, with extremely difficult
conditions and frequent threats
to life. Herein, serving in isolat-
ed ‘pickets’ at heights that can be
17,000 feet (minus 20-degree
temperature) or above, as indeed
in foreboding terrains like leech-
infested tropical forests of the
Northeastern jungles or frozen
glaciers of Siachen, are par for the
course. After a grueling posting
that could range from 2 to 3 years
in ‘field areas’, comes the relative
relief of ‘peace stations’ that
ostensibly allow for retraining
and recouping, as also enjoying
precious family time, albeit in sta-
tions like Dhana in Madhya
Pradesh, Danapur in Bihar or
Shahjahanpur in Uttar Pradesh!
The so-called relief of ‘peace
stations’ is invariably punctuated
by sudden deployment in insur-
gency-hit areas, training ‘exercis-
es’ in forward areas, or even indi-
vidual postings (beyond Unit
attachments), back to ‘field’ areas!
Truly exemplifying the Indian
Army’s recruitment pitch, ‘Join
the Army and Live a Life Less
Ordinary. Serving in the ‘field
areas’ is not only imperative for
career progression but very often,
deliberately sought and volun-
teered by soldiers who consider
the same a badge of honour, duty,
and pride.

With this understanding of
‘normalcy’ in-service conditions
of the ‘Uniform’ for forty years,
one proceeded to the pristine and
salubrious Andaman and
Nicobar Islands, post hanging the
dockmarten boots in 2006. The
land of India’s freedom struggle
had then just been struck with
nature’s fury via the Tsunami and
in dire need of relief and rehabil-
itation. As soldiers, one was
familiar with the necessities of
relief operations after having
partaken in rescue operations in
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It’s been well-established
that Gen Z, those between
the ages of 18 and 24, are

“digital natives”. Their lives are
driven by tech and they have
a low tolerance for user expe-
riences that don’t live up to
their expectations of perfor-
mance and speed.

But real-time isn’t just
being demanded by a demo-
graphic slice of India’s popu-
lation. It’s a necessity across
the board. Winning organisa-
tions take data, process it, and
use it to deliver an instanta-
neous experience to the cus-
tomer – whether that cus-
tomer is an internal logistics
manager, warehouse worker,
or a 20-something posting on
social media.

Think about an organisa-
tion where, at each moment,
a recommendation engine is

talking to every part of the
business—sharing immedi-
ate data on live sales and
inventory, the purchasing
pipeline, and the context that
impacts the business.

Organisations that rely
on processing data in batch-
es and depend on analysts to
review dashboards cannot
deliver data-driven actions
when it matters most—and
they will be left behind. Let’s
take a look at what real-time
data can do and how to acti-
vate it in every app, for all
kinds of customers.

Consumers love apps that
meet them at the speed of life.
Take Starbucks as an example.
The Seattle-based coffee com-
pany’s app, with 31 million
users, is the second most
popular point-of-sale app,
behind Apple Pay.

When a customer orders
a drink via the Starbucks
app, they expect it to be
ready within minutes. They
also expect real-time updates
throughout the ordering
process. And when a cus-
tomer comes into a store, they
get real-time recommenda-
tions, based on ordering pref-
erences, past purchases, and
even the season. Behind the
scenes, Starbucks needs to
ensure it has all the right
ingredients, someone there to
make the drink, an estimate
of when the order will be
ready for pickup, and the
technology to communicate
when the order is ready.

BlackBuck has developed
a digital freight and fleet
management platform that
simplifies the process of
booking freight loads, provid-

ing shippers of all sizes
instantaneous access to the
right truck, at the right time,
for the right price.

Starbucks, Blackbuck, and
so many other enterprises
can’t deliver these experi-
ences—or reap the rewards
they offer—without the right
technology.

The term “real-time” has
been around for years.
“Reactive apps” were pro-
moted as the next big thing in
the early 2000s. But the tech-
nology wasn’t there yet.

Today we have the right
technology stack to enable
every app to meet every cus-
tomer with a real-time action.
It’s not magic anymore. So,
how can organizations go
about building the right foun-
dation to do this?

First of all, it’s critical to

have a database that’s opti-
mized for customer context
and instant access to data. It’s
how you take advantage of
your real-time data “at rest.”
NoSQL databases are opti-
mized for modern data appli-
cations that require large data
volume, low latency, and flex-
ible data models (“NoSQL”
stands for “not only SQL,”
which means these databas-
es can store and retrieve data
using a variety of languages).

Invented by Facebook in
2007, Apache Cassandra is an
obvious choice, with its high
throughput and ability to
support apps that are global-
ly distributed and always on.

Secondly, customer
behaviours and actions need
to become visible and avail-
able to all applications across
an organization. This is where

streaming technology comes
in. A best-of-breed streaming
system should not only pass
events along from one service
to another, but store them in
a way that keeps their value
for future usage. The system
also needs to scale to manage
tons of data and millions of
messages per second.

Apache Pulsar is an
advanced, open-source
streaming and messaging
technology that’s ideal for
handling real-time data. It
was built for the high
throughput and scalability
that many data-driven appli-
cations require.

And, finally, organisa-
tions need a way to empow-
er their developers to make
the most of real-time data.
They need a layer of APIs
(application programming

interfaces) that lets them
build apps with freedom of
choice and without opera-
tional distractions. Stargate,
for example, is an open source
data API layer that sits
between applications and the
database, and offers a variety
of endpoints for developers to
build with.

We’ve thought a lot about
these components at DataStax
as we’ve built the real-time
open data stack that just
works. When enterprises can
activate data in real-time,
applications keep improving,
more value is delivered, faster,
and amazing experiences are
delivered to customers—
whether they are workers
getting up-to-the-minute
inventory information, or
Gen Zers posting a new
dance video on Josh.
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Mahatma Jyotiba Govindrao
Phule (April 11, 1827-
November 28, 1890) will
ever live in our hearts for his
great deeds to emancipate

the downtrodden through education and
social reforms! It was a tough time indeed
when he took up the cudgel to empower
people from weaker sections of society, in
particular women, with the help of his wife
Savitribai Phule, by imparting education to
them. Braving all odds, challenges and hard-
ships, he stood up firmly against brute injus-
tice being meted out to SCs, STs, OBCs and
other marginalised sections who also suf-
fered the trauma of untouchability.

A towering personality with very few
parallels in human history, Mahatma Phule
used education and social reforms as the
most powerful tools to champion and
spread the cause of social justice, equality
and women empowerment, and emerged
as a rare source of hope for countless down-
trodden people, who were being bru-
talised on the basis of their caste. His com-
mitment to serve and uplift the downtrod-
den in a selfless manner was so inspiring
and appealing to the people that they hailed
him as Mahatma—a great soul!                 

What inspires me immensely is the
determination of Mahatma Phule to stand
up against tormentors of the downtrodden.
The 19th century was a tough time in our
history. It was also the time when a lot of
social churning was going on. Born on April
11, 1827, in a simple of family of ‘Maali’
caste in Satara, Maharashtra, he was dis-
turbed over the rampant evils of caste-based
discrimination. His father Govindrao was
a vegetable vendor at Pune. Influenced by
Thomas Paine’s book The Rights of Man,
Mahatma Phule believed that the only solu-
tion to combat social evils in all their forms
and magnitude was the enlightenment of
women and members of the lower castes.

He strongly opposed the idea of caste-
based domination in the society and strug-
gled for the rights of peasants and other low-
caste people. As the saying goes, charity
begins at home, he first educated his wife
Savitribai Phule. They started the first school
for girls in 1848 in Pune at Tatyasaheb
Bhide’s residence. Savitribai Phule is fond-
ly regarded as the first woman teacher of
our country. It was a new dawn, which
infused a new kind of hope among SCs, STs
and OBCs whose children in general and
girls in particular did not have easy access
to education.

There are many takeaways for us from
the life of Mahatma Phule, which are so rel-
evant today as we are collectively striving
to build a new India—resilient, inclusive
and Atma Nirbhar. The idea of new India
veers around the empowerment of all,
including women. Mahatma Phule worked
and made tireless efforts for social equal-
ity, women’s empowerment and boosting
education for SCs, STs and OBCs. The
vision of Mahatma Phule is amply reflect-
ed even in the Sustainable Development
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(The author is Governor,
Haryana. The views

expressed are personal)

Goals (SDGs) of the United
Nations, which are so candidly
articulated in the global resolve to
end poverty, hunger, ensuring good
health and well-being, quality edu-
cation and gender equality among
other things.

India, under the visionary lead-
ership of Prime Minister Narendra
Modiji, is today following the path
of Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas Aur
Sabka Vishwas as envisioned by
Mahatma Phule and his wife
Savitribai Phule. The Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs is
implementing Deendayal
Antyodaya Yojana- National Urban
Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NULM)
to reduce poverty and vulnerabili-
ty of urban poor households on a
sustainable basis. Since 2014-15, till
June 30, 2022, over 12.02 lakh
urban poor have been imparted
skill training to enhance their
employability, out of which more
than 6.42 lakh skill trained have
been placed under self- or wage
employment.

Similarly, Deendayal Antyodaya
Yojana-National Rural Livelihoods
Mission (DAY-NRLM) is actively
organising rural poor women into
self-help groups (SHGs) and help-
ing them come out of abject pover-
ty. As on June 30, 2022, about 8.39
crore rural poor women have been
mobilised into more than 76.94 lakh
SHGs. Over Rs 30,160 crore loans
have been sanctioned to over
133,995 accounts under Stand-Up
India Scheme to the aspiring SC, ST
and women entrepreneurs.
Entrepreneurship will ensure they
become rich from poor. Under no
circumstances we should allow
downtrodden to become poorer. It
is one of the reasons that the gov-
ernments of the Centre and the state
are working wholesomely to ensure

that no one is left behind.
However, we need to note that

total implementation of affirmative
and welfare measures should be at
the heart of our collective efforts to
build a new India. For example,
there is a provision of reservation for
SCs, OBCs, EBCs, and STs. It
should be implemented in totality
across the country. Similarly, every
possible effort should be made to
check dropouts from schools, since
the majority of them are from
weaker sections of society.
According to the Unified District
Information System for Education
Plus (UDISE +), the dropout rate
among primary students went up
from 0.8 per cent in 2020-21 to 1.45
per cent in 2021-22. At the sec-
ondary level (Class IX to X), the
dropout was 14.6 per cent. Though
an improvement from 16.1 per
cent in 2019-20, lakhs of students do
not continue their education further.
As a result, our gross enrolment
ratio in higher education remains
less than 30 per cent.

Given the prevalence of malnu-
trition among poor children, they
should be provided with nutritious
diet along with quality education. It
will be nice if there are model
schools for them. Governments
are doing a commendable job in
empowering the poor among us but
other stakeholders should also come
forward and act as eyes and ears for
affirmative policies and welfare
schemes meant for the downtrod-
den. Only then the dream of social
equality and justice will be realized.
The ideals with which Mahatma
Phule formed Satyashodhak Samaj,
Society of Truth Seekers, to cham-
pion the cause of equal rights for the
people from exploited castes and
communities are reflected in the
spirit of equality, justice, fraternity

and liberty, also the key pillars of our
democracy.

It is gladdening indeed that sev-
eral states have initiated a number
of measures to check dropout at pri-
mary and higher secondary levels.
For example, the Government of
Haryana has introduced the process
of mainstreaming the students who
were found to be out of school. We
must adopt a multipronged strate-
gy to equip SC, ST and OBC stu-
dents with special skills as well so
that their income goes up. Making
the poor rich is more important
than the rich getting richer. Special
focus must be laid on holistic
empowerment of women and
extremely backwards communities
(EBCs) among downtrodden.
Atrocities against them despite
education are a grave issue. New set
of social inequalities have cropped
up. Women should get their share
in Parliament and state legislatures
as well.

Mahatma Jyotiba Phule—who
brilliantly articulated his thoughts
and ideas in his writings such as
Gulamgiri (Slavery) and
Shetkarayacha Aasud (Cultivator’s
Whipcord)—left for his heavenly
abode on November 28, 1890, but
his ideals and vision of life will ever
be relevant for us. It was indeed one
of the toughest periods we survived
as a nation, though we paid a
heavy price for the acts of caste-
based exclusion and discrimination.
Pioneering efforts of a great soul,
Mahatma Jyotiba Phule, laid the
foundation of an inclusive, tolerant
and compassionate India, which we
are today. As a mark of real tribute
to him, let us resolve during Azadi
Ka Amrit Mahotsav celebration to
build an inclusive and vibrant India
by following the footprints of
Mahatma Jyotiba Phule.
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Ukraine prepared for more
Russian strikes on
Monday and warned of

the possibility for a new round
of evacuations from the capital
during a relative lull from the
airstrikes on energy facilities and
other key infrastructure in recent
weeks.

In the West, meanwhile,
preparations were stepped up to
boost humanitarian aid to
Ukraine so that the population
can enjoy some warmth during
their coldest months of need and
keep the resolve of the nation as
high as possible.

Ukrainian President Volod-
ymyr Zelenskyy warned that
Russian troops “are preparing
new strikes and as long as they
have missiles, they won't stop.”

“The upcoming week can be
as hard as the one that passed,”
he said.

In the capital, Kyiv, Mayor
Vitali Klitschko said that part of
the city's 3 million people might
well have to be evacuated to
places where essential services
would be less prone to shut-
downs caused by missile attacks.

Russia has pounded energy
facilities around Kyiv with a bar-

rage of missile strikes, resulting
in power outages and halts in
water supplies to the city.

And with temperatures hov-
ering around freezing, and
expected to dip as low as minus
11C (12 Fahrenheit) in little
more than a week, internation-

al help was increasingly focused
on items like generators and
autotransformers, to make sure
blackouts that affect everything
from kitchens to operating
rooms are as limited and short
as possible.

Russian President Vladimir

Putin “continues trying to make
Ukraine a black hole — no light,
no electricity, no heating to put
the Ukrainians into the darkness
and the cold,” said European
foreign policy chief Josep
Borrell. “So we have to contin-
ue our support providing more

material for the Ukrainians to
face the winter without elec-
tricity.”

Borrell was leading a meet-
ing of EU ministers that would
specifically “look at the Ukrai-
nian war from the point of
view of a humanitarian crisis.”

Over the next three days
NATO top officials and foreign
ministers will be gathering in
Bucharest, Romania, where such
humanitarian aspects will also
be assessed.

Ukraine's energy provider
Ukrenergo said Monday that it
is still short 27 per cent of out-
put after Russian strikes on
energy infrastructure. “The scale
and complexity of the damage
are high, and repair works have
continued around the clock,” the
company said in a statement.

Power supply was restored
to 17 per cent of residents in the
southern city of Kherson, which
Ukraine reclaimed earlier this
month. The Russians have con-
tinued pounding the city with
artillery barrages. Ukraine's
presidential office said Monday
that at least four civilians were
killed and 11 others wounded in
the latest Russian attacks. It
said intense fighting is continu-
ing along the front line in the
east, with the Russians shelling
Bakhmut and Toretsk at the epi-
centre of the fighting.

“People are sheltering in
the basements, many of which
are filled by water,” said Donetsk
Gov. Pavlo Kyrylenko.

8�	�������������	�$�	���������
)�����$��
�	��
������
����

not offer such supplies, to avoid
being dragged into a wider war
with nuclear-armed Russia.

But the ministers, along with
their Ukrainian counterpart
Dmytro Kuleba, will also look fur-
ther afield.

“Over the longer term we will
help Ukraine transition from
Soviet-era equipment to modern
NATO standards, doctrine and
training,” Stoltenberg said. This
will not only improve Ukraine's
armed forces and help them to
better integrate, it will also meet
some of the conditions for mem-
bership.

That said, Ukraine will not
join NATO anytime soon. With
the Crimean Peninsula annexed,
and Russian troops and pro-
Moscow separatists holding parts
of the south and east, it's not clear
what Ukraine's borders would
even look like.

Many of the 30 allies believe
the focus now must be uniquely on

defeating Russia.
But even as economic pressure

— high electricity and gas prices,
plus inflation, all exacerbated by
the war — mounts on many allies,
Stoltenberg would not press
Ukraine to enter into peace talks,
and indeed NATO and European
diplomats say that Putin does not
appear willing to come to the table.

“Most wars end with negoti-
ations,” he said. “But what happens
at the negotiating table depends on
what happens on the battlefield.
Therefore, the best way to increase
the chances for a peaceful solution
is to support Ukraine.”

The foreign ministers of
Bosnia, Georgia and Moldova —
three partners that NATO says are
under increasing Russian pressure
— will also be in Bucharest.
Stoltenberg said NATO would
“take further steps to help them
protect their independence, and
strengthen their ability to defend
themselves.
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NATO returns on Tuesday to
the scene of one of its most

controversial decisions, intent on
repeating its vow that Ukraine —
now suffering through the 10th
month of a war against Russia —
will join the world's biggest mili-
tary alliance one day.

NATO foreign ministers will
gather for two days at the Palace
of the Parliament in the Romanian
capital Bucharest. It was there in
April 2008 that US President
George W. Bush persuaded his
allies to open NATO's door to
Ukraine and Georgia, over vehe-
ment Russian objections.

“NATO welcomes Ukraine's
and Georgia's Euro-Atlantic aspi-
rations for membership in NATO.
We agreed today that these coun-
tries will become members of
NATO,” the leaders said in a state-
ment.

Russian President Vladimir

Putin, who was at the summit,
described this as “a direct threat”
to Russia's security.

About four months later,
Russian forces invaded Georgia.

Some experts describe the
decision in Bucharest as a massive
error that left Russia feeling cor-
nered by a seemingly ever-expand-
ing NATO. NATO counters that it
doesn't pressgang countries into
joining, and that some requested
membership to seek protection
from Russia — as Finland and
Sweden are doing now.

More than 14 years on, NATO
will pledge this week to support
Ukraine long-term as it defends
itself against Russian aerial, mis-
sile and ground attacks — many
of which have struck power grids
and other civilian infrastructure,
depriving millions of people of
electricity and heating.

“NATO will continue to stand
with Ukraine for as long as it takes.
We will not back down,” the

organisation's top civilian official,
Secretary-General Jens
Stoltenberg, vowed last week.

North Macedonia and
Montenegro have joined the US-
led organisation in recent years.
With this, Stoltenberg said, “we
have demonstrated that NATO's
door is open and that it is for
NATO allies and aspirant coun-
tries to decide on membership.
This is also the message to
Ukraine.”

This gathering in Bucharest is
likely to see NATO make fresh
pledges of non-lethal support to
Ukraine: fuel, electricity genera-
tors, medical supplies, winter
equipment and drone jamming
devices.

Individual allies are also like-
ly to announce fresh supplies of
military equipment for Ukraine —
chiefly the air defence systems that
Kyiv so desperately seeks to pro-
tect its skies.

NATO as an organisation will
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Dr. Oleh Duda, a cancer sur-
geon at a hospital in Lviv,

Ukraine, was in the middle of a
complicated, dangerous surgery
when he heard explosions near-
by. Moments later, the lights
went out.

Duda had no choice but to
keep working with only a head-
lamp for light. The lights came
back when a generator kicked in
three minutes later, but it felt like
an eternity.

“These fateful minutes
could have cost the patient his
life,” Duda told The Associated
Press.

The operation on a major
artery took place Nov. 15, when
the city in western Ukraine suf-
fered blackouts as Russia
unleashed yet another missile
barrage on Ukraine's power
grid, damaging nearly 50% of
the country's energy facilities.

The devastating strikes,
which continued last week and
plunged the country into dark-
ness once again, strained and
disrupted the health care system,
already battered by years of
corruption, mismanagement,
the COVID-19 pandemic and

nine months of war.
Scheduled operations are

being postponed; patient records
are unavailable because of inter-
net outages; and paramedics
have had to use flashlights to
examine patients in darkened
apartments.

The World Health Organi-
sation said last week that
Ukraine's health system is fac-
ing “its darkest days in the war
so far," amid the growing ener-
gy crisis, the onset of cold win-
ter weather and other chal-
lenges.

“This winter will be life-
threatening for millions of peo-
ple in Ukraine,” the WHO's
regional director for Europe, Dr.
Hans Kluge, said in a statement.

He predicted that 2 million
to 3 million more people could
leave their homes in search of
warmth and safety, and “will face
unique health challenges, includ-
ing respiratory infections such as
COVID-19, pneumonia and
influenza.”

Last week, Kyiv's Heart
Institute posted on its Facebook
page a video of surgeons oper-
ating on a child's heart with the
only light coming from head-
lamps and a battery-powered

flashlight.
“Rejoice, Russians, a child is

on the table and during an
operation the lights have gone
completely off,” Dr. Boris
Todurov, director of the institute
in the capital, said in the video. 

“We will now turn on the
generator — unfortunately, it
will take a few minutes.”

Attacks have hit hospitals
and outpatient clinics in south-
eastern Ukraine, too. 

The WHO said in a state-
ment last week that they have
verified at least 703 attacks
between Feb. 24, when Russian
troops rolled into Ukraine, and
Nov. 23. The Kremlin has reject-
ed accusations that it targets
civilian facilities. Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov once
again insisted last week that
Russia is targeting only sites
“directly or indirectly related to
military power.”

But just last week, a strike on
a maternity ward in a hospital in
eastern Ukraine killed a new-
born and heavily wounded two
doctors. 

In the northeastern Kharkiv
region, two people were killed
after the Russian forces shelled
an outpatient clinic.

In Lviv, Duda said the explo-
sions were so close to the hos-
pital that “the walls were shak-
ing,” and doctors and patients
had to go down to the shelter in
the basement — something that
happens every time an air raid
siren sounds.

The hospital, which spe-
cialises in treating cancer, per-
formed only 10 out of 40 oper-
ations scheduled for that day.

In the recently retaken
southern city of Kherson, with-
out power after the Russian
retreat, paralysed elevators are a
real challenge for paramedics.
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Russian energy giant Gaz-
prom announced Monday

that it will not further reduce
natural gas to Moldova as it had
threatened to do after claiming
that bills went unpaid and that
flows crossing through Ukraine
were not making it to Moldova.

Gazprom tweeted that
Moldovagaz has “eliminated the
violation of payment” for
November supplies and that
“funds for the gas deposited on
the territory of Ukraine, intend-
ed for consumers in Moldova,
have been received.”

Last week, Moldova and
Ukraine hit back at Gazprom's
claim that Russian gas moving
through the last pipeline to
Western Europe was being
stored in Ukraine, saying all
supplies that Russia sends
through the war-torn country
get “fully transferred” to
Moldova.

“The volumes of gas that
Gazprom refers to as remaining
in Ukraine are our savings and
reserves stored in warehouses in
Ukraine,” Moldovan
Infrastructure Minister Andrei
Spinu said last week. “These vol-
umes were and will be fully paid
for by our country.”

The Russia state-owned
company alleged “regular viola-
tion by the Moldovan side of

contractual obligations in terms
of payment for Russian gas sup-
plies,” adding that it “reserves the
right to reduce or completely
stop gas supplies in case of vio-
lation of their payment.”

It comes as Europe's poor-
est country — which had relied
entirely on Russia for natural gas
— is facing an acute energy cri-
sis after Moscow dramatically
reduced supplies in October
and halved them in November
as cold weather took hold.

Moscow's attacks on
Ukraine's energy infrastructure
also have triggered massive
blackouts in several cities in
Moldova.

Russia has cut off most nat-
ural gas to Europe amid the war
in Ukraine, which European
leaders have called energy black-
mail. Gazprom's threats to fur-

ther reduce flows raised con-
cerns about rising prices head-
ing into winter, when natural gas
is needed to heat homes as well
as generate electricity and power
factories, with higher bills
already squeezing households
and businesses.

With inflation high all
around, there were fears con-
sumers in Moldova, a former
Soviet republic of about 2.6
million, would struggle to pay
their heating and electricity
costs.

The European Union
pledged 250 million euros (near-
ly USD 262 million) in aid to
Moldova this month to help it
weather the crisis. Last week, an
international aid conference in
Paris raised more than 100 mil-
lion euros to support the coun-
try through the energy crisis.
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Belarus Foreign Minister Vladimir Makei
was poisoned in a Kremlin sting oper-

ation, extraordinary new reports have
claimed, according to a media report.

The veteran diplomat and former spy
died suddenly on Sunday amid claims that
he was in secret contact with the West con-
cerning the war in Ukraine and preventing
Belarus from being incorporated into Russia
by Vladimir Putin, Daily Mail reported.

A video shows Makei, 64, looking
healthy on a Belarus military cargo plane last
week shortly before he died. He wasn't
known to suffer from any chronic illness.
Some reports say he had a heart attack and
that his death has 'shaken' president
Alexander Lukashenko, who now fears for

his own safety, Daily Mail reported.
Lukashenko has even replaced his

cooks and servants, fearing assassination by
Moscow, it is claimed.

Exiled Putin foe and businessman

Leonid Nevzlin alleged that Makei "died
as a result of poisoning developed in an
FSB special laboratory", Daily Mail report-
ed.

He cited sources "close to the Russian
special services", claiming: "The clinical pic-
ture in such cases corresponds to death from
stroke or heart failure."

Makei was this week due to attend an
Organisation for Security and Cooperation
in Europe (OSCE) meeting in Poland to
meet key Western politicians and officials
- a session from which Russian Foreign
Finister Sergei Lavrov has been banned.

Nevzlin claimed that the poisoning the-
ory is supported by the fact that the 64-year-
old official had no health problems, was
leading an active lifestyle and was making
plans.
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After last week's large-scale
Russian attack that discon-

nected Ukraine's all four nuclear
power plants and other major
power facilities from the grid,
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
warned that Moscow is "prepar-
ing new strikes" and the coming
days "may be difficult".

In his nightly video address
to the nation on Sunday, he said:
"We understand that terrorists
are preparing new strikes and as
long as they have missiles, they
won't stop.

"The upcoming week can be
as hard as the one that passes.
Our Defence Forces are prepar-
ing. The whole state is prepar-
ing. We work out all scenarios,
including with partners."

Zelensky also urged the
people to "please pay attention
to the air alerts during the
week". He further as of Sunday
evening, most regions in
Ukraine were having only rolling
power cuts, adding that "the sit-
uation is under the control of the
energy authorities".

The President noted that the
situation at the front remains
"very difficult", especially in the
Donetsk region.

The latest warning comes
days after Russia launched
another large-scale missile attack
on Ukraine's critical infrastruc-
ture on November 23, which
also led to the deaths of 10 peo-
ple. Ukraine's anti-aircraft
defence systems shot down 51
out of 70 Russian cruise missiles
and five kamikaze drones,
Ukrayinska Pravda reported.

The attack resulted in tem-
porary power outages at all
nuclear power plants and most
thermal and hydroelectric power
plants, while power transmission
facilities were also damaged.

Due to the widespread
power outage, water and heat
supply to households was also
interrupted.
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The unprecedented protests
against the controversial

zero-COVID policy being held
in different cities in China
may also be due to the Chinese
people's "distrust" of President
Xi Jinping's regime, Australia's
former prime minister Kevin
Rudd said on Monday.

Rudd also pointed out that
the current protests appear to
be about more than just Covid
measures.

The protests, which came
nearly a month after President
Xi was elected as the ruling
party's top leader for a third

consecutive term, have spread
to Shanghai, Beijing and many
parts of the country in the last
few days against the stringent
policy under which cities and
localities are kept under pro-
longed lockdowns and isola-
tions.

"There is an argument that
this is now a metaphor for a
much broader set of, shall we
say, distrust on the part of 
the Chinese people about 
different aspects about what Xi
Jinping's regime is doing. The
key question is what does the
regime do next," Rudd told the
BBC.

Since 1989, when Beijing's

Tiananmen Square became the
focus of large-scale protests
which were crushed by China's
Communist rulers, demon-
strations have been rare, said
Rudd, who is regarded as an
expert on Chinese studies.

There have been occasion-
al protests over labour rights
and land disputes, along with
sporadic demonstrations over
human rights that have been
suppressed, he said.

"But this seems to be gen-
eral, seems to be across multi-
ple cities at once, it doesn't
seem to be centrally coordi-
nated — it seems to be spon-
taneous," Rudd said. 
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With no party getting a sim-
ple majority in the gener-

al election, Nepal is facing a
hung parliament even as the rul-
ing Nepali Congress-led five-
party alliance is likely to get the
maximum number of seats in
the House of Representatives.

The ruling coalition com-
prising the Nepali Congress
(NC), CPN-Maoist, CPN-
Unified Socialist, Loktantrik
Samajwadi Party (LSP) and the
Rastriya Janamorcha has so far
bagged 85 seats in the direct
election, followed by the
Opposition CPN-UML alliance
with 56 seats.

The NC led by Prime
Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba
maintained its lead as the single
largest party by winning 53
seats in the parliamentary polls
held on November 20, while its
partners CPN-Maoist bagged 17
seats, CPN-Unified Socialist
(10), LSP (4) and Rastriya
Janamorcha (1).

The CPN-UML got 42 seats,
while its partners Rastriya
Prajatantra Party (RPP) and
Janata Samajwadi Party (JSP)
won 7 seats each.

A party needs at least 138
seats to form a majority gov-
ernment in the 275-member

House of Representatives. How-
ever, without a clear winner,
political instability could persist
in Nepal as it faces slowing eco-
nomic growth and rising infla-
tion, according to political obser-
vers. Elections to the House of
Representatives (HoR) and
seven provincial assemblies were
held to end the prolonged polit-
ical instability that has plagued
the Himalayan nation. The
counting of votes started on
Monday last.

Out of 275 Members of

Parliament, 165 will be elected
through direct voting, while the
remaining 110 will be elected
through a proportional electoral
system.

The CPN-UML has secured
over 2.5 million votes under the
proportionate voting method,
followed by NC with 2.4 million
votes.

Meanwhile, it is not clear
whether the newly-formed
Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP),
which won 7 seats under direct
election, will join the ruling

alliance or the Opposition. The
decision of the RSP, which is
emerging as the fourth largest
party, will also affect the power
equation in Nepal gripped with
political uncertainty.

So far results of 158 seats
have been declared and the
results of seven are awaited.

Although the ruling alliance
led by NC is capable of forming
a majority government, it can-
not be said if the country will get
the much-needed political sta-
bility, political observers said. 
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Democrats celebrating a
successful effort to keep
control of the US Senate

this year will soon confront a
2024 campaign that could prove
more challenging.

The party enters the next
cycle defending 23 seats, includ-
ing two held by independents
who caucus with Democrats.
That's compared with just 10
seats that Republicans hope to
keep in their column.

Adding to the potential
hurdles is that some 2024 con-
tests are in states that have
become increasingly hostile to
Democrats, including Montana,
Ohio and West Virginia.

Other Democratic-held
seats are in some of the same
hotly contested states that were
at the centre of this year's
midterms, such as Pennsylvania,
Arizona and Nevada. And while
Democrats carried each of those
races, they did so at great cost
and with sometimes narrow
margins. In Nevada, for instance,
Democratic incumbent Sen.
Catherine Cortez Masto won by
less than 1 percentage point, or
about 9,000 votes.

For now, both parties insist

they're laser focused on coming
out on top in the December 6
Senate runoff in Georgia. But
Democrats who are on the bal-
lot in 2024 know that they
could face fierce headwinds and
are studying the results of this
year's election, when the party
outperformed expectations.

For Nevada Sen. Jacky
Rosen, a Democrat facing her
first reelection campaign, that
means staying focused on
kitchen table issues and touting
legislation like the infrastructure
law and gun violence legislation
signed by President Joe Biden.

“We know that races are
always close,” Rosen said in an
interview. “We never take any-
thing for granted.”

The dynamics of the next
Senate campaign could be influ-
enced by a variety of outside fac-
tors, particularly the presidential
election and the attention it
generates.

Biden, who turned 80 this
month, has said his “intention”
is to run for reelection and that
he will make a final decision
early next year. Former President
Donald Trump has already
announced a third White House
bid, and multiple other
Republicans are lining up to

launch campaigns.
The eventual nominee in

each party could have a pro-
found impact on down-ballot
races, including those for Senate.

But perhaps the biggest
question for Senate Democrats
seeking reelection will be who
Republicans nominate as their
opponents. The GOP lost several
Senate elections this year, includ-

ing those in Arizona,
Pennsylvania and Nevada, after
Trump-backed candidates
struggled to raise money and
connect with a broader, more
moderate range of voters during
the general election.

In Nevada, the Republican
field to challenge Rosen has not
begun to shape up but is expect-
ed to attract several contenders.

One name receiving atten-
tion is Sam Brown, a former US
Army captain who was award-
ed a Purple Heart after being
severely wounded in
Afghanistan. Brown ran for
Senate this year and put up a
strong challenge in the
Republican primary before los-
ing to Adam Laxalt, who lost in
the general election to Cortez

Masto.
Richard Hernandez, who

was Brown's campaign adviser,
said, “He has committed to his
supporters that he will never
stop fighting for their issues, but
he has not made any decisions
as to whether that involves a
future run for office.”

Also in the southwest,
Arizona Sen. Kyrsten Sinema, a
centrist Democrat, will be up for
reelection. The race, like other
recent statewide contests in
Arizona, is expected to be very
competitive. But Sinema is like-
ly to first face a well-funded pri-
mary challenger after angering
much of the Democratic base by
blocking or watering down pro-
gressive priorities like a mini-
mum wage increase or Biden's
big social spending initiatives.
She has not said whether she
plans to run for reelection.

Sinema's most prominent
potential primary challenger is
US Rep. Ruben Gallego, who has
a long history of feuding with
Sinema. Gallego has not
announced his plans for 2024
but has made it no secret that
he's thinking about challenging
Sinema. He even raised money
on the prospect he might oppose
Sinema.
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The niece of Iranian Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali

Khameni is calling on people to
pressure their governments to
cut ties with Tehran over it's vio-
lent suppression of anti-gov-
ernment protests.

In a video posted online by
her France-based brother,
Farideh Moradkhani, urged
“conscientious people of the
world” to support Iranian pro-
testers. The video was shared
online this week after Morad-
khani's reported arrest on Nov
23, according to US-based rights
monitor HRANA.

Moradkhani is a long-time
activist who's late father was an
opposition figure married to
Khamenei's sister is the closest
member of the supreme leader's
family to be arrested. The branch
of the family have opposted
Khamenei for decades and
Moradkhani has been impris-
oned on previous occasions for
her activism.

“I ask the conscientious
people of the world to stand by
us and ask their governments
not to react with empty words
and slogans but with real action
and stop any dealings with this
regime,” she said in her video
statement. The protests, now in
their third month, have faced a
brutal crackdown by Iranian
security forces using live ammu-
nition, rubber bullets and tear
gas to suppress demonstrations.

At least 451 people have been
killed, including 63 minors,
according to HRANA. Another
18,173 have been detained, the
rights monitor reports.

Despite the crackdown,
demonstrations are ongoing and
scattered across cities.

The unrest was sparked by
the death of 22-year-old Mahsa
Amini in police custody in
Tehran for violating the Islamic
Republic's strict dress code. It
has quickly morphed into the
most serious challenge to Iran's
establishment since the 1979

Islamic Revolution.
Iran also said it would not

cooperate with any UN fact-
finding mission to investigate the
deadly crackdown on protests,
Foreign Ministry spokesman
Nasser Kanaani said on Monday.
The UN Human Rights Council
voted to set up the mission last
week.

“The Islamic Republic of
Iran will not engage in any
cooperation, whatsoever, with
the political committee called
the fact-finding committee'”
Kanaani said.
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President Joe Biden is
strengthening US policy

aimed at stemming sexual vio-
lence in war conflict zones, ele-
vating the problem — increas-
ingly documented in Ukraine
and elsewhere — to the level of
a possible serious human rights
abuse that triggers sanctions
and other actions against for-
eign perpetrators.

Biden, a Democrat, on
Monday will sign a presidential
memorandum that seeks to
combat the use of rape by both
foreign governments and indi-
viduals as a weapon of war,
according to a senior adminis-
tration official, who insisted on
anonymity to discuss the deci-
sion ahead of the announce-
ment.

The memorandum directs
for the first time that the State
and Treasury departments and
other agencies give equal con-
sideration of acts of sexual vio-
lence to other serious human
rights abuses in leveraging

sanctions and other punish-
ment against foreign actors
and to respond to the full
extent possible, the official said.

Currently, US policy allows
for the imposition of sanctions
for conflict-related sexual vio-
lence, but it is not commonly
used.

Biden's action comes when
the United Nations has warned
that sexual violence in Ukraine,
especially against women and
girls, remains prevalent and
underreported. US Ambassa-
dor Linda Thomas Greenfield
has previously cited “a moun-
tain of credible reports of atroc-
ities committed by Russia's
forces against civilians,” includ-
ing “horrific accounts of sexu-
al violence.”
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The number of babies born in
Japan this year is below last

year's record low in what the the
top government spokesman
described as a “critical situation.”

Chief Cabinet Secretary
Hirokazu Matsuno promised
comprehensive measures to
encourage more marriages and
births.

The total of 599,636 Japa-
nese born in January-September
was 4.9% below last year's figure,
suggesting the number of births
in all of 2022 might fall below
last year's record low of 811,000
babies, he said.

Japan is the world's third
biggest economy but living costs
are high and wage increases have
been slow. 

The conservative govern-
ment has lagged on making
society more inclusive for chil-
dren, women and minorities.

So far, the government's
efforts to encourage people to
have more babies have had lim-
ited impact despite payments of
subsidies for pregnancy, child-
birth and child care.

“The pace is even slower
than last year ... I understand
that it is a critical situation,”
Matsuno said.

Many younger Japanese
have balked at marrying or hav-
ing families, discouraged by
bleak job prospects, onerous
commutes and corporate cul-
tures incompatible with having
both parents work.

The number of births has
been falling since 1973, when it
peaked at about 2.1 million. It's
projected to fall to 740,000 in
2040.

Japan's population of more
than 125 million has been
declining for 14 years and is pro-
jected to fall to 86.7 million by
2060. 

A shrinking and aging pop-
ulation has huge implications for
the economy and for national
security as the country fortifies
its military to counter China's
increasingly assertive territorial
ambitions.

A government-commis-
sioned panel submitted a report
to Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida last week citing the low
birth rate and falling population
as factors that might erode
Japan's national strength.
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Somali forces on Monday were
still trying to flush out armed

assailants who attacked a hotel
in the capital Mogadishu, killing
at least four people, according to
residents.

The death toll is likely to rise
as there has been no official
word of any casualties.

There were reports of spo-
radic gunfire Monday after-
noon, more than 18 hours after
the attack on the Villa Rose hotel
started. Islamic extremist group
al-Shabab claimed responsibil-
ity for the attack.

A police spokesman said
Sunday that scores of people,
including government officials,
had been rescued from the
hotel.

Mogadishu resident Moha-
med Suleyman told the AP that
two of his relatives, both civil-
ians, died in the attack. “It's a
great sadness to learn that two
of my relatives were among
those killed in yesterday night's
attack,” he said. “We were
informed by their colleagues
who managed to escape the
attack after jumping (over the
perimeter) wall of the hotel.”

Ali Moalim, another
Mogadishu resident, said he
saw “two bodies of the security
forces carried by their fellow sol-
diers”.

Al-Shabab said in a broad-
cast on its own radio frequency
Sunday that its fighters attacked
the hotel, which has a restaurant

popular with government and
security officials. The attack is
believed to have started with an
explosion before gunmen pen-
etrated the hotel's gates.

The hotel is not far from the
presidential palace, Villa
Somalia, in one of the most pro-
tected parts of central Moga-
dishu. A successful attack near
the seat of the federal govern-
ment is likely to instill deep fear
among residents of the seaside
capital that has long been prone
to attacks by militants.

Such militant attacks are
common in Mogadishu and
other parts of the Horn of
Africa nation.

The latest attack comes
amid a new, high-profile offen-
sive by the Somali government
against al-Shabab, which still

controls large parts of central
and southern Somalia.

Extremist fighters loyal to
the group have responded by
killing prominent clan leaders
in an apparent effort to dissuade
support for the government
offensive, and attacks on pub-
lic places frequented by gov-
ernment officials and others
persist.

Hotels and restaurants are
frequently targeted, as are mil-
itary bases for government
troops and foreign peacekeepers.

Last month at least 120
people were killed in two car
bombings at a busy junction in
Mogadishu. Al-Shabab carried
out that attack, the deadliest
since a similar attack at the same
spot killed more than 500 peo-
ple five years ago.
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Former Israeli prime minister
Benjamin Netanyahu has

struck a coalition deal with a
small ultranationalist faction
leader known for homophobic
rhetoric and disparaging
remarks about non-Orthodox
Jews, a sign of the prospective
government's hardline makeup.

Netanyahu's Likud party
announced Sunday that the
agreement names Noam faction
leader Avi Maoz as a deputy
minister whose portfolio
includes an office bolstering
Jewish identity among Israelis.

The incremental step is part
of Netanyahu's effort to hammer
out a power-sharing agreement
with his potential ultra-
Orthodox and ultranationalist
allies following the Nov 1 par-
liamentary election. Netanyahu
stands poised to form one of the
most hardline religious and
nationalist governments in
Israel's history.

Maoz is a Jewish funda-
mentalist and West Bank settler
who is an outspoken opponent
to LGBTQ rights and women
serving in the military, and has
voiced opposition to Arabs
teaching Jewish students in
Israeli schools.
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Sebi has put in place a revised
framework for seeking its

prior approval for changes in
control of stock brokers, depos-
itory participants and other
market intermediaries.

The framework will be
applicable for stock
broker/clearing member,
depository participant, invest-
ment adviser, research analyst
or research entity, registrar to
an issue and share transfer
agent and KYC (Know Your
Client) Registration Agencies
(KRAs).

In a circular on Monday,
the regulator said the changes
have been made to streamline
the process of providing
approval to the proposed
change in control of the enti-
ties.

Under the provisions,
which will be effective from
December 1, an intermediary
should apply online for Sebi’s
prior approval and along with
the application, the entity con-
cerned has to submit various
details, including the current
and proposed shareholding
pattern of the applicant.

“The prior approval grant-
ed by Sebi shall be valid for a
period of six months from the
date of such approval within
which the applicant shall file
application for fresh registra-
tion pursuant to change in
control,”it said.

The application should be
accompanied by informa-
tion/declaration/undertaking
about itself, the acquirer/person

as well as the director/partner
of the acquirer/person who
will have the control.

Information about
whether any action has been
initiated under Sebi regula-
tions against the entity and any
pending investor complaints
should be submitted to the reg-
ulator.

Among other information,
the entity has to provide dec-
laration that there will not be
any change in the board of
directors till the time prior
approval is granted.

“... Pursuant to grant of
prior approval by Sebi, the
incumbent shall inform all the
existing investors/clients about
the proposed change prior to
effecting the same, in order to
enable them to take informed
decision regarding their con-
tinuance or otherwise with the
new management,”the circular
said. The ‘fit and proper person’
criteria should also be complied
with. In case the entity is a reg-
istered stock broker, clearing

member or a depository par-
ticipant, then NOC (No
Objection Certificate) should
be obtained from all stock
exchanges/clearing corpora-
tions/depositories where the
entity is a member/depository
participant. A self-attested copy
of the same has to be submit-
ted to Sebi.

When it comes to cases
involving scheme of arrange-
ments that need NCLT
approval, Sebi said that first, the
application seeking approval
for the proposed change in
control of the intermediary
should be filed with Sebi prior
to filing the application with
NCLT. An in-principle
approval will be given for three
months provided all other reg-
ulatory compliances are met, as
per the circular.

Within 15 days from the
date of the National Company
Law Tribunal’s order, the inter-
mediary should submit an
online application for Sebi’s
final approval. 
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IT company HCL Tech has
signed a multi-year contract

with Switzerland-based main-
tenance, repair and overhaul
service provider SR Technics to
digitally transform its opera-
tions, the company said on
Monday.

SR Technics works with a
network of partners and busi-
ness development offices in
Europe, Americas, Asia and the
Middle East, offering compre-
hensive, fully customizedO
solutions for aircraft engines,
airframe and components
including technical support to
over 500 customers worldwide.

“The combined SAP and

HCLTech offering was the only
solution that fully met our
unique business requirements.
It provides a future-proof tech-
nology foundation to optimize
and grow our engine’s opera-
tions,”Patrick Kuster, Senior
Vice President IT and executive
sponsor of the ReSeT digital
transformation program at SR
Technics said.

Under the contract, HCL
Tech will implement a new
greenfield SAP technology
hosted on Microsoft Azure.

Moving to cloud-based ERP
(enterprise resource planning)
platform will allow SR Technics
to transform and simplify its
business operations, the state-
ment said.

“This contract highlights
HCL Tech’s strong partnership
with SAP and our innovative
product engineering capabili-
ties. SR Technics works with
many of the world’s major air-
lines and aerospace manufac-
turers, making this a significant
engagement as we further grow
our business in the DACH
region and across the aviation
sector globally,”Pankaj Tagra,
Corporate Vice President,
Europe and Africa, HCL Tech
said.
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Realty firm Signature Global
(India) Ltd has received a

nod from capital markets reg-
ulator Sebi for its initial public
offer (IPO) to raise up to
�1,000 crore to clear debt and
land acquisition.

In July, Signature Global,
which focuses on affordable
and mid-housing segments,
had filed the Draft Red Herring
Prospectus (DRHP) with Sebi
to launch its maiden public
issue.

Sebi issued its observation
letter on November 24, accord-
ing to the latest update on the
regulators’ website.

In Sebi’s parlance, an
issuance of the observation
letter implies the go-ahead
from the regulator for the pro-
posed IPO.

As per the DRHP, the IPO
will comprise a fresh issue of
equity shares worth up to �750

crore and an Offer for Sale
(OFS) of up to �250 
crore. 

Promoter Sarvpriya
Securities and investor
International Finance
Corporation will sell equity
shares worth up to �125 crore
each.

The company proposes to
utilise the net proceeds from
the fresh issue towards pay-
ment of the debt, inorganic
growth through land acquisi-
tions and general corporate
purposes.

The funds will also be used
to pay the debt of sub-
sidiaries— Signature Global
Homes, Signature Infrabuild,
Signature Global Developers
and Sternal Buildcon. Signature
Global commenced operations
in 2014 through its subsidiary
Signature Builders Pvt Ltd with
the launch of ‘Solera’ project on
6.13 acres of land in Gurugram,
Haryana.
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Citing a weak manufacturing
sector coupled with the

steep margin compression, SBI
Research has pencilled in the
country’s GDP growth for the
second quarter at 5.8 per cent,
down 30 basis points from
average estimates.

The government will
release the official numbers on
November 30.

In a report on Monday,
SBI Research headed by
Soumya Kanti Ghosh said cor-
porate results, operating prof-
it of companies, excluding
banking and financial sector,
degrew by 14 per cent in
Q2FY23 as against 35 per cent
growth in Q2FY22, though
the top line continued to grow
at a healthier pace. Net sales
grew by 28 per cent, while bot-
tom line was down by around
23 per cent from the year ago
period.

Further, corporate margin
seems to be under pressure, as
reflected in results of around
3,000 listed entities, excluding

banking and financial sector,
due to higher input costs with
declining operating margins,
from 17.7 per cent in Q1FY22
to 10.9 per cent in Q2FY23.

Given this and the wide
divergence in market consen-
sus (6.1 per cent) regarding Q2
GDP numbers, SBI sees the
economy printing in at 5.8 per
cent, Ghosh said citing the lag
of two months in the quarter-
ly GDP data. It also pegs the
full year growth at 6.8 per cent,
20 basis points lower than the
RBI estimate.

The SBI forecast, based on
its composite leading index
which is a basket of 41 leading
indicators based on monthly
data, shows declining eco-
nomic activity between June
and September but increased
economic activity in October
making Q3 growth more opti-
mistic.
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Bank credit growth improved
to 17.2 per cent in the

September quarter 2022 from
7 per cent in the year-ago peri-
od, reflecting pick-up in eco-
nomic activities.

“Credit growth remained
broad-based: all population
groups and bank groups
recorded double digit annual
growth,” the Reserve Bank said
while releasing ‘Quarterly
Statistics on Deposits and
Credit of SCBs: September
2022’.

Bank credit growth
improved further to 17.2 per
cent (year-on-year) in
September 2022 from 14.2 per
cent a quarter ago and 7 per
cent a year ago, it said.

Aggregate deposits growth
(y-o-y), which remained in
the close range of 9.5-10.2 per
cent since June 2021, stood at
9.8 per cent in September 2022.
Since December 2020, bank
branches in metropolitan cen-
tres have been recording high-
er annual growth than those in
rural, semi-urban and urban
areas.

Private sector bank group
has been outpacing public sec-
tor banks, foreign banks and
regional rural banks in deposit
mobilisation, the RBI said.

As per the data, year-on-
year growth in term deposits
rose to 10.2 per cent in
September 2022 from 6.4 per
cent a year ago. Current and
savings deposits growth mod-
erated to 8.8 per cent and 9.4
per cent from 17.5 per cent and
14.5 per cent, respectively, a
year ago.

“The share of savings
deposit in total deposits, which

increased from 32.4 per cent in
June 2019 to a peak of 35.2 in
June 2022, moderated margin-
ally to 34.7 in the latest quar-
ter,”the RBI added.

It further said the all-India
credit-deposit (C-D) ratio
increased further to 74.8 per
cent in September 2022 from
73.5 per cent a quarter ago and
70 per cent a year ago. The C-
D ratio for metropolitan bank
branches, which have a domi-
nant share in the banking busi-
ness, stood much higher at 87.6
per cent in September 2022
(82.8 per cent a year ago). 
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Benchmark indices ended at
fresh lifetime highs on

Monday amid foreign fund
inflows, a decline in crude oil
prices and buying in index
major Reliance Industries.

Rallying for the fifth day in
a row, the 30-share BSE Sensex
climbed 211.16 points or 0.34
per cent to settle at 62,504.80,
its fresh record closing high.
During the day, it jumped
407.76 points or 0.65 per cent
to its lifetime intra-day peak of
62,701.40.

The broader NSE Nifty
gained 50 points or 0.27 per
cent to end at 18,562.75, its
record closing high.

“Sentiment and flows cur-
rently are acting as a strong cat-
alyst for the markets which
touched an all-time high. We
are seeing domestic as also for-
eign investors being net buyers
of equity aiding the momen-
tum,”said Lakshmi Iyer, CEO-
Investment Advisory, Kotak
Investment Advisors Limited.

Among the Sensex pack,
Reliance Industries jumped
the most by 3.48 per cent, fol-
lowed by Nestle, Asian Paints,
Bajaj Finserv, Wipro, ICICI
Bank and IndusInd Bank.

Tata Steel, HDFC Bank,
Bharti Airtel, HDFC and
Mahindra & Mahindra were
among the laggards.

“Despite unfavourable

global cues, the domestic mar-
ket reversed its early losses to
trade at record highs. Following
the decline in oil prices, oil &
gas stocks led the rally in antic-
ipation of margin gains, as
ongoing protests in China
fuelled demand concerns.
Going ahead, global markets
will depend on Powell’s speech
on Wednesday, which is crucial
in maintaining the momentum,
as the market seems to have
factored in a moderation in the
pace of rate hike,”said Vinod
Nair, Head of Research at
Geojit Financial Services.

In the broader market, the
BSE smallcap gauge climbed
0.77 per cent and midcap
jumped 0.72 per cent.

Among sectoral indices,
oil & gas climbed 1.49 per cent,
energy (1.44 per cent), auto
(0.64 per cent), consumer dis-
cretionary (0.59 per cent),
industrials (0.46 per cent) and
FMCG (0.29 per cent).
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The Power Ministry has
launched a scheme for the

procurement of aggregate elec-
tricity of 4,500 MW for five
years under of the SHAKTI
(Scheme for Harnessing and
Allocating Koyala
Transparently in India) policy.

“Ministry of Power kicks
off a scheme for procurement
of aggregate power of 4500
MW on competitive basis for
five years on Finance, Own and
Operate (FOO) basis under B
(v) of SHAKTI Policy,”a power
ministry release said.

PFC Consulting Ltd, a
wholly-owned subsidiary of
PFC Ltd, has been designated
as the nodal agency by the
Ministry of Power.

Under the scheme, the
PFC Consulting Ltd has invit-
ed bids for the supply of 4,500
MW. The supply of electricity
will commence from April
2023. The Ministry of Coal has

been requested to allocate
around 27 MTPA for this, it
stated.

The utilities that have
evinced interest for the scheme
are Gujarat Urja Vikas Nigam
Ltd, Maharashtra State
Electricity Distribution
Company Ltd, Madhya
Pradesh Power Management
Company Ltd, New Delhi
Municipal Corporation and

Tamil Nadu Generation and
Distribution Corporation Ltd.
The last date for the bid sub-
mission is December 21, 2022,
it stated.

It is for the first time that
bidding is being carried out
under B(v) of Shakti scheme.
Also, revised PPA (power pur-
chase agreement) for medium
term is being used in this bid-
ding.
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The government has
received about �5,001 crore

as dividend tranche from
ONGC, taking the total divi-
dend receipt from all CPSEs
(Central Public Sector
Enterprises) so far this fiscal to
�23,797 crore.

“The government has
received about �5,001 crore
from ONGC as dividend
tranche,”Department of
Investment and Public Asset
Management (DIPAM)
Secretary Tuhin Kanta Pandey
tweeted.

The DIPAM, in 2020,
advised CPSEs to follow a con-
sistent dividend policy and
strive to pay higher dividends
taking into account factors like
profitability, capex require-
ments, cash/reserve and net
worth.

As per gudielines, CPSEs
are required to pay a minimum
annual dividend of 30 per cent
of profit after tax (PAT) or 5 per
cent of net worth, whichever is
higher. The total dividend
receipts so far this fiscal stood
at �23,796.55 crore, as per
DIPAM website. 
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The rupee climbed 5 paise to
close at 81.66 (provisional)

against the US dollar on
Monday as lower crude prices
in and a firm trend in domes-
tic equities boosted investor
sentiment.

Besides, a weak American
currency and foreign fund
inflows also supported the
domestic unit, forex traders
said. At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local unit
opened weak at 81.81 and
touched an intra-day high of
81.61 and a low of 81.83 against
the greenback.

The local unit finally set-
tled at 81.66, registering a rise
of 5 paise over its previous close
of 81.71.

Meanwhile, the dollar
index, which gauges the green-
back’s strength against a basket
of six currencies, slipped 0.35
per cent to 105.59.

Global oil benchmark
Brent crude futures declined
3.10 per cent to $ 81.04 per bar-
rel.

On the domestic equity
market front, the 30-share BSE
Sensex advanced 211.16 points
or 0.34 per cent to end at a fresh
closing peak of 62,504.80, while
the broader NSE Nifty gained
50 points or 0.27 per cent to
record 18,562.75. F o r e i g n
Institutional Investors (FIIs)
were net buyers in the capital
markets on Friday as they
bought shares worth �369.08
crore, according to exchange
data.
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Gold price slipped
by �61 to � 52,822

per 10 gram in the
national capital on
Monday amid a fall in
prices of the precious
metal overseas, according to HDFC Securities. In the pre-
vious trade, the yellow metal had touched �52,883 per
10 gram.

Silver also declined by �146 to �61,855 per kg.
“A weaker rupee and strong physical demand fol-

lowing the marriage season supported limiting the fall
of domestic gold prices,”said Dilip Parmar, Research
Analyst at HDFC Securities.

In the international market, gold was trading lower
at $1,750.46 per ounce while silver was down at $21.25
per ounce. “COMEX Gold fell as growing unrest in China
over Covid zero controls strengthened the dollar. The
haven demand has been seen after protests by Chinese
people against Covid curbs,”Parmar said. 
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Fitch Ratings on Monday said India’s
bank credit will see strong growth

in current financial year despite effects
of higher interest rates.

It said the strong loan growth
should benefit net revenue, particularly
as it will be coupled with wider net
interest margins.  “We see bank cred-
it expanding by around 13 per cent in
FY23, up from 11.5 per cent in FY22. 

The acceleration will be driven by
the normalisation of economic activi-
ty after the Covid-19 pandemic, and
high nominal GDP growth, which we
expect to boost demand for retail and
working-capital loans,”Fitch said in a
statement. Fitch forecasts India’s real
GDP growth at 7 per cent in 2022-23. 

It said Indian banks generally
remain open to additional capital-
raising to fund growth, despite the rise
in rates.
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Honda Cars India on Monday said it has
tied up with Maruti Suzuki Toyotsu

for vehicle scrapping.
The initiative will allow Honda to offer

its customers an end-to-end solution for
scrapping their End of Life Vehicles
(ELVs).

With this tie-up, the Japanese
automaker strives to assist its customers to
get the best value for their ELVs and facil-
itate hassle-free deregistration and issue of
Certificate of Deposit/ Destruction
through its dealer partners, Honda Cars
India Ltd (HCIL) said in a statement.

Maruti Suzuki Toyotsu India (MSTI)
is a government-approved ELV scrapping
and recycling company, which is setting up
scrap and recycling centres in the coun-

try. 
The service alliance will begin in Delhi

NCR, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh.
The coverage area will expand with the

addition of new scrappage centres by MSTI
in future.

“The Vehicle Scrappage Policy by
Government of India stipulates scrappage
and deregistration of old vehicles to pro-
mote phasing out of unfit vehicles from the
roads, improve safety and lowering of car-
bon footprint in India,”Honda Cars India
President & CEO Takuya Tsumura said. 

The company will offer a one-stop
solution to its customers through dealers
to scrap their old cars in a systematic and
environmentally friendly manner, he
added. 

MSTI Managing Director Masaru
Akaishi said the company will continue to
contribute to the improvement of India’s
environment by providing environment-
friendly ELV dismantling services.

MSTI is a joint venture between
Maruti Suzuki India, Toyota Tsusho Group
and Toyota Tsusho India. 
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State-owned construction firm NBCC (India) Ltd on Monday
said it has got work orders worth Rs 271.62 crore in projects

of erstwhile realty firm Amrapali Group.
In a regulatory filing, the company informed that it has got

an order of Rs 42.44 crore for construction of balance works /left
out works of Amrapali corporate Hub at IMT Manesar,
Gurugram in Haryana. NBCC got an another order of Rs 229.18
crore for “special repair and up-gradation works of civil, elec-
trical, mechanical and plumbing along with all allied works
required due to lack of comprehensive maintenance of Amrapali
Projects at Noida & Greater Noida”. 

The order value mentioned is including of PMC (project man-
agement consultancy) charge and excluding of GST. NBCC has
undertaken the completion of many residential projects in Noida
and Greater Noida under the aegis of Amrapali Stalled Projects
and Investment Reconstruction Establishment (ASPIRE) and
supervision of the Supreme Court.
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As a part of the country’s commitment towards curbing cli-
mate change threats, SEBI’s top 1000 listed companies are

gearing up to align with the Environment, Social and Governance
(ESG) framework with the Business Responsibility and
Sustainability Reporting (BRSR) as mandated by the SEBI.

In this regard, the National Productivity Council, under the
Union Ministry of Commerce and Industry which is handholding
the corporate to help follow ESG practices, has organized a one-
day national conference to be held in Mumbai on Tuesday.

Experts and important functionaries like the SEBI chairperson
Madhabi Puri Buch, Union Environment Secretary Leena
Nandan, corporate leaders, experts and industry players will
attend the conference. NPC Director General, Sundeep Nayak
said that the Union Ministry of Environment and NPC have come
together to facilitate the corporate sector and the Central Public
Sector Enterprises (CPSEs) achieve higher goals in the ESG frame-
work. 
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Wales forward Gareth Bale
said his team needed to

give everything they had to beat
England in the World Cup on
Tuesday, having been "devastat-
ed and heartbroken" after their
defeat by Iran.

Rob Page's team fell 2-0
against Iran last Friday, while
Bale netted a penalty in their
opener, a 1-1 draw against the
United States, leaving the team
bottom of Group B on one
point.

To qualify for the last 16
Wales must beat England and
hope the US and Iran draw. If
there is a winner in the other
Group B match, Wales will
need to beat England by an

unlikely four goals to progress.
"At this current moment

we're not in the greatest of posi-
tions, we've not had an amaz-
ing tournament," Bale told a
press conference on Monday.

"The main thing is that
we've stuck together as a group,
like we've always done and we
will fight again. We'll give
everything.

"You've seen our reaction,
when we conceded against Iran,
how devastated we all were,
lying on the floor, heartbroken.

"Everyone was upset but
we'll all stick together through
thick and thin, the ups and
downs and we'll give everything
on the pitch."

Page suggest he would start
various younger players to

refresh the line-up for the clash
against the Three Lions.

The coach would not be
drawn on whether Bale and
Aaron Ramsey would start the
game, but the Los Angeles FC
forward said he would lead by
example against England.

"The one thing I always do
is give 100 percent, I was flying
into tackles in the 95th minute
the other day," added Bale.

"I give everything like I
always do for my country. I will
try and lead by example for sure
and hopefully that's enough on
the day, that's all I can do."

Page said that England
were "beatable" and that they
owe Wales' support in Qatar a
strong performance.

"We've worked so hard to

get into this position, my frus-
tration and disappointment for
the players is that we've shown
nowhere near the level of per-
formance that got us to this
World Cup," admitted Page.

"We've got to draw a line
under the last performance
and irrespective of the other
result we've got to give a perfor-
mance.

"This tournament has
shown every team is beatable,
so of course England are beat-
able.

"Whatever team (Gareth
Southgate) puts on that pitch
will be a tough challenge, they
will be favourites to win the
game. We want to go out now
and give a good account of our-
selves."
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Niclas Fullkrug's late equa-
liser snatched Germany
a morale-boosting 1-1

draw with Spain in a heavy-
weight World Cup clash on
Sunday, leaving both sides' hopes
of qualifying for the last 16 still
in the balance. 

Alvaro Morata's flicked fin-
ish had Spain on course to
secure qualification from Group
E, but the electric Jamal Musiala
and Fullkrug combined to foil La
Roja and restore some German
pride. Costa Rica's surprise win
over Japan earlier eased some
pressure on Germany after their
shock loss to the Asian side, but
they were unable to capitalise for
large periods in a battle for the
ball against Spain.

The four-time world cham-
pions suffered a humiliating
group-stage exit in Russia four
years ago, and Morata's strike at
Al Bayt Stadium had them on
the ropes, but Werder Bremen
striker Fullkrug finished bril-
liantly to divide the points.

Spain lead Group E on four
points, from Japan and Costa
Rica on three each, while
Germany have one, with a final
round of matches to come.

"We really wanted to pull
(this game) back, that was very
important for the feelings (in the
camp)," Fullkrug told German
TV network ZDF.

"We still have room for
improvement, but we can hope
that everything turns out well in
the final game."

The only World Cup group-
stage clash to pit two former
champions against each other
lived up to its top billing in
intensity and tactical intrigue,
with both sides set on trying to
dominate possession and press
extremely high.

Germany coach Hansi Flick
rejected suggestions his side
had been distracted in their

shock opening defeat by Japan
because of their pre-game
protest against FIFA "silencing
teams" and the taut opening
exchanges quickly ensured all
focus was on the football.

Flick cut Kai Havertz from
his line-up and deployed
Thomas Mueller up front after
their shocking opening-day
capitulation, hoping for a quick

reaction.
However, Spain almost took

the lead in the seventh minute
when Manuel Neuer palmed
Dani Olmo's powerful drive
from range onto the wood-
work.

It seemed like they were
picking up where they left off
after their 7-0 demolition of
Costa Rica, but Germany steeled

themselves, keeping Luis
Enrique's side at bay.
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Spain goalkeeper Unai

Simon relied on his footwork
under pressure as La Roja sought
to dominate possession.

One mistake handed Serge
Gnabry an opportunity, but he
fired wide.

Neuer erred with the ball at
his feet too, with Germany sim-
ilarly looking to build from the
back, but Ferran Torres could
not capitalise.

Antonio Ruediger powered
home a header from a free-kick,
but his celebration was cut short
after VAR caught him half a step
ahead of the Spanish defence,
while Simon made a fine save to
foil Joshua Kimmich. Just when
Luis Enrique's side seemed to
have lost their grip on the game,
they broke the deadlock.

Morata, on for Torres, fin-
ished clinically at the near post
from an inviting low cross from
Jordi Alba after 62 minutes.

It looked like it was enough
for the 2010 champions, but
Fullkrug — on only his third
international appearance —
decided otherwise, sneaking in
behind substitute Alejandro
Balde and lashing past Simon
with seven minutes remaining.

Spain, who need a point to
be certain of progressing, face
Japan on Thursday, while
Germany need to beat Costa
Rica and hope La Roja do not
lose.

"They are a great team, they
had one big chance and they
took it," Morata told Spain's
TVE.

Listen to the latest songs,
only on JioSaavn.com

"They man-marked our best
players and they are a team that
could be among the favourites to
win the World Cup, so we have
to take the positives and keep
working."
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Mohammed Kudus scored
twice as Ghana beat South

Korea 3-2 in a pulsating World
Cup encounter on Monday to
keep their World Cup hopes
alive and leave Paulo Bento's side
facing an early exit.

Mohammed Salisu opened
the scoring against the run of
play midway through the first
half at Education City Stadium
and Ajax midfielder Kudus dou-
bled the Black Stars' lead.

But the Asian side, who
looked toothless in the first
half, roared back after the break,
pulling level through a quickfire
double from forward Cho Gue-
sung either side of the hour
mark.

Ghana looked shell-shocked
as the Korean fans celebrated
wildly but they were back in
front in the 68th minute when
Kudus finished calmly at the
back post after Inaki Williams

failed to connect with a cross
from the left.

The result takes Ghana into
second in Group H on three
points.

Cristiano Ronaldo's Portu-
gal will have six points and
secure qualification for the last
16 if they beat Uruguay in the
later kick-off in Qatar.

Despite their efforts, South
Korea look likely to crash out of
the tournament at the group
stage for the third straight World
Cup.

The Asian side, captained by
Son Heung-min, were quicker to
settle, forcing a succession of
corners as they dominated pos-
session but they were unable to
fashion a shot on target in the
entire first half.

Son looked uncomfortable
in the black face mask he is
wearing after having surgery for
a facial injury he suffered while
playing for Spurs, constantly
readjusting it.
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Cameroon kept their hopes of
making the last 16 of the

World Cup alive on Monday
after fighting back from two
goals down to draw a thrilling
Group G encounter with Serbia
3-3.

Rigobert Song's team looked
almost dead and buried after
goals from Strahinja Pavlovic,
Sergej Milinkovic-Savic and
Aleksandar Mitrovic gave Serbia
a 3-1 lead early in the second
half.

But substitute Vincent
Aboubakar and Eric Maxim
Choupo-Moting snatched a
draw with two quick-fire strikes
just after the hour mark to leave
both Cameroon and Serbia on a
single point, two behind group
leaders Brazil and Switzerland.

Had they lost, Cameroon
would have been relying on the
Swiss beating Brazil in order to
not be eliminated with a game to
spare, but instead the west
Africans still have a chance of
getting out of the group stage for
the first time since 1990.

Cameroon have a tough
task ahead as they play Brazil in
their final match, which they will
reportedly play without first-
choice goalkeeper Andre Onana
who was dropped from the
matchday squad just hours
before kick-off following an

unspecified disciplinary issue.
Media reports suggest that

Onana has been sent home from
the World Cup after a disagree-
ment with Song, but that pre-
match turmoil didn't stop
Cameroon putting in a fighting
display against a Serbia team
who probably deserved to win
on the balance of play.

Serbia meanwhile have to
hope Brazil beat the Swiss, oth-
erwise qualification will be taken
out of their hands in the final
round of Group G fixtures.

Mitrovic was almost invisi-
ble in Serbia's defeat to Brazil but
here he was involved from kick-
off, the Fulham forward unlucky
not to give Serbia the lead in the
11th minute when he crashed a
shot off the post from a tight
angle following a neat exchange
of passes with Dusan Tadic.

But Mitrovic only had him-
self to blame for not opening the
scoring six minutes later, shank-
ing an awful first-time finish
wide when, after a mix-up in the
Cameroon defence, the ball
dropped at his feet with only
Epassy to beat.

And Jean-Charles Castel-
letto punished the Serbs for
Mitrovic's miss in the 29th
minute with the simplest of fin-
ishes after ghosting in at the back
post to meet Nicolas Nkoulou's
flick-on at a corner.

Pierre Kunde then passed up

a golden opportunity to double
Cameroon's lead in the 43rd
minute and it was Cameroon's
turn to be undone at a set-piece
when Pavlovic brilliantly head-
ed home Tadic's floated free-kick.

Serbia's tails were up and
Milinkovic-Savic flipped the
match on its head two minutes
later with a superb left-footed
finish after Andre-Frank Zambo
Anguissa sloppily gave the ball
away just outside his own penal-
ty area.

Mitrovic finally had the goal
his strong display deserved seven
minutes after the break, tapping
in Andrija Zivkovic's pass unop-
posed at the end of a beautiful
move guided by Milinkovic-
Savic and Tadic.

The match looked over but
from nowhere Cameroon sprang
back into life thanks to
Aboubakar's odd goal.

The Al Nassr forward raced
through onto Castelletto's
launched pass over the top and
scooped an improbable finish
over the Serbia 'keeper, beaming
with delight after his goal was
awarded following a VAR check.

Aboubakar's pace caused
Serbia all kinds of problems
and he laid on Choupo-Moting's
leveller, bursting down the right
and laying on a simple finish for
the Bayern Munich forward
which sparked wild celebrations
on the pitch and in the stands.
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The task is clear for the United
States: beat Iran in a political-

ly charged World Cup match or
go home.

US players have been praised
as the best generation of
American football. But they fin-
ished third behind Canada and
Mexico in World Cup qualifying
and now face a must-win final
group-stage match.

“The most important thing
is that we control the outcome of
our journey in this tournament
with the last game against Iran,”
midfielder Weston McKennie
said.

“So the next thing is just to
go out and get three points
against Iran.”

A draw or a loss would elim-
inate the Americans, who tied
Wales 1-1 and England 0-0. Eng-
land leads the group with four
points, followed by Iran with
three, the US With two and
Wales with one.

“We got to win the game,”
midfielder Gio Reyna said.

“We're not really thinking
about anything else, just three
points and then we're through.”

Iran famously beat the US 2-

1 in a 1998 World Cup match in
France that eliminated the Ameri-
cans and caused thousands of
flag-waving fans to greet the
Iranians when they returned
home. In the leadup to the
rematch Tuesday, the US Football
Federation angered Iran's govern-
ment by briefly displaying Iran's
flag on social media without the
emblem of the Islamic Republic.

For the US, this year's situa-
tion is similar to 2010, when the
Americans were on the verge of
elimination in the last round of
group play before Landon
Donovan's stoppage-time goal
beat Algeria 1-0. Iran is coached
by Carlos Queiroz, who as a US
Soccer Federation adviser in 1998
wrote a player development blue-
print aimed at winning a World
Cup by 2010. Iran's attack is led
by Porto's Mehdi Taremi, who has
five Champions League goals
this season.

Iran rebounded from a 6-2
opening match loss to England
with a 2-0 upset of Wales, putting
the team in position to advance
for the first time in six World
Cups. Midfielder Alireza Jahan-
bakhsh of Feyenoord is suspend-
ed after picking up a yellow card
in both his first matches in Qatar.
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Theo Hernandez wants to win the World Cup
for France. And for his big brother.
Lucas Hernandez was in tears when he rup-

tured the ACL in his right knee early in France's
4-1 win against Australia last week. His brother
Theo replaced him at left back in a straight swap,
even though they are different styles of players.

“His injury was very bad news for us. It's not
easy for him, either, because it's also a really long
injury,” said the 25-year-old Theo, who is one year
younger than his brother.

“I've been talking with him on the phone every
day since he left Qatar. I want to play in every
match here, because I want to bring the trophy
back for him.”

The younger Hernandez, who plays for
Italian champion AC Milan, is more attack-mind-
ed than his brother and sometimes seems more
like a winger than a defender.

At his news conference on Sunday, a Chinese
journalist told him his nickname among Chinese
fans is “Supercar” because of incredible speed.

“I prefer Ferrari,” he joked, smiling.
So it's a dream for him to play on the left side

of the French attack with Adrien Rabiot in mid-

field and Kylian Mbappe up front.
When he set up Mbappe for France's winning

goal in the 2-1 win against Denmark on Saturday
they jumped into each other's arms.

“We combine really well together and it's a real
pleasure,” Hernandez said. “When you have Kylian
in front of you then things become easy. We get
on really well on the field.”

It brings a sharp focus to his play, too. “I try
not to miss with any of my passes,” he said.

Coach Didier Deschamps has turned France
around in the space of two games, coping with a
pile of injuries to adopt a new, more direct
approach. Despite the attacking intent, Hernandez
is aware of his place in the team and his defen-
sive duties.
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Enner Valencia has scored
Ecuador's last six World Cup

goals so there's no understating
how worried his country is after
he was carried off the field on a
stretcher against the Netherlands.

Ecuador hopes that the 33-
year-old striker's troublesome
knees are OK for a decisive final
group match against Senegal on
Tuesday. He hurt his right knee
against the Netherlands after
spraining his left knee in the first
game against Qatar.

He was up and walking a lit-
tle while after that stretcher ride
with an ice pack strapped to his
right leg.

“Let's hope,” Valencia said.
Ecuador's captain has three

goals in two games in Qatar and
is clearly key to its chances of

reaching the knockout stage for
only the second time. He scored
three in three games in Ecuador's
last World Cup appearance in
2014 but that wasn't enough to
advance in Brazil.

La Tri have a slight advantage
this time by needing a win or a
draw to be certain of going
through. Senegal has to win to be
sure of advancing.

A victory by host Qatar over
Netherlands would make other
permutations possible in Group
A but that result is seen as unlike-
ly given the Qataris' struggles.
They have already been eliminat-
ed.

A prolonged stay at the World
Cup would put more strain on
Valencia's knees and an ongoing
ankle problem but there's no
doubt he'd take the pain for some
World Cup joy after 10 years of

service to the national team.
“Good people like Enner

deserve good things,” Ecuador
coach Gustavo Alfaro said.

“He's worked hard for this.”
The young Ecuador team beat

Qatar 2-0 in the tournament's
opening game then stretched the
favored Netherlands in 1-1 draw.

“No matter what happens in
the next game, I'll never change my
mind about these guys," Alfaro said.

“I'm certain that a great future
awaits them. They're fighting their
first battles.”

While Ecuador holds out hope
for Valencia's fitness, Senegal is
already two games into life without
its best player.

Sadio Mane's injury just two
weeks before the World Cup forced
the African champion to reconfig-
ure its forward line and its entire
game plan.
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Former left-arm spinner
Maninder Singh, opener Shiv

Sunder Das were the two promi-
nent names to have applied for
senior national selectors' posts
with experience of playing more
than 20 Tests for India.

It couldn't be confirmed
whether former pacer Ajit
Agarkar has applied or not.
According to many, Agarkar
has a sure-shot chance of
becoming selection committee
chairman with his internation-
al credentials, if he decides to
apply.

Salil Ankola, current chair-
man of senior Mumbai team,
former keeper Samir Dighe and
the flamboyant Vinod Kambli
are said to have applied from
Mumbai.

As the date of application for
the new panel closed at 6 pm on
Monday, it is understood that

more than 50 persons have
applied but there aren't too
many heavyweights in the fray.

Among the confirmed
applicants, no one has played
more Tests than Maninder (35
Tests) while Das (21 Tests) is sec-
ond in that list.

However, Maninder had
applied in 2021 also and despite
qualifying for the interview
round, he was pipped by Chetan
Sharma, who was the choice of
erstwhile Cricket Advisory
Committee (CAC) headed by
Madan Lal.

Chetan, in fact, had played
lesser number of matches as
compared to Maninder but
stature-wise both were almost of
same category, having been
young stars of mid to late 1980s
before fading away.

"Yes, I have applied,"
Maninder said.

Sources in the know con-
firmed that Das, who is current-

ly senior Punjab team's batting
coach, has applied and with East
Zone barely producing Test
players of repute, he stands a
very good chance to become a
selector.

But, it is not confirmed if
Das' home state Odisha will back
his candidature.

Last time, Agarkar, despite
being the favourite, didn't get the

job as the former MCA regime
hadn't backed him as the offi-
cials wanted Abey Kuruvilla.

The other names from
North zone are lightweight for-
mer cricketers.

From North zone, apart
from Maninder, Atul Wassan,
Nikhil Chopra (Delhi), Ajay
Ratra (Haryana) and Reetinder
Singh Sodhi (Punjab) are former
India players who have thrown
their hat into the ring.

From East zone, save Das,
other names are really light-
weight. They include Prabhan-
jan Mullick, Rashmi Ranjan
Parida from Odisha, Subhamoy
Das, Saradindu Mukherjee and
Sourasish Lahiri from Bengal.

Deep Dasgupta and Laxmi
Ratan Shukla (current Bengal
coach) — two former India
players — have decided against
applying.

From central zone, Amay
Khurasiya of Madhya Pradesh

and Gyanendra Pandey of Uttar
Pradesh are believed to have
applied.

While there are no written
rules, BCCI normally believes in
convention of equal distribution
and hence five junior and five
senior selectors in recent times
have been from 10 different
states.

So, junior selection commit-
tee has one from Tamil Nadu (S
Sharath), Bengal (Ranadeb
Bose), MP (Harvinder Sodhi),
Punjab (Krishan Mohan) and
Gujarat (Pathik Patel).

Hence, it is expected that
candidates from these five states
are likely to be excluded.

From Tamil Nadu, promi-
nent names like L Sivarama-
krishnan and WV Raman
haven't applied.

However, former Hydera-
bad off-spinner Kanwaljeet
Singh has applied for the job as
a South zone candidate.
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In a noble gesture, England
captain Ben Stokes has decid-

ed to donate his match fee from
the Test series against Pakistan
to help the flood-affected peo-
ple of Pakistan.

This is the first time in 17
years that England have toured
Pakistan and the three-match
series will be a part of the
World Test Championship.

Taking to Twitter, Stokes
wrote: "I'm donating my match
fees from this Test series to the
Pakistan Flood appeal."

The monsoon season had
seen the most severe flooding in
Pakistan, leaving several home-
less, and public facilities and
schools severely damaged.

"The floods that devastated
Pakistan earlier this year was
very sad to see and has had sig-
nificant impact on the country
and the people," Stokes wrote.

"The game has given me a
lot in my life and I feel it's only
right to give something back that
goes far beyond cricket. I will be
donating my match fees from
this Test series to the Pakistan
Flood appeal.

"Hopefully this donation
can go towards the rebuilding of
areas of Pakistan most affected
by the flooding."

While Pakistan are fifth in
the WTC Standings, England
are out of contention for the final
and are placed seventh.

England last played a Test
match in Pakistan in 2005, los-
ing the three-match series 2-0.
The visitors had played a seven-
match T20I series in Pakistan in
September-October, which they
won 4-3. Stokes also shared a
link to the Pakistan Flood
appeal, a fund raiser set up by
the Disasters Emergency
Committee (DEC) in the United
Kingdom.
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Double centurion Ruturaj
Gaikwad blazed his way
into the record books,

smashing seven sixes in a 43-run
over as Maharashtra outplayed
Uttar Pradesh by 58 runs to
storm into the Vijay Hazare
Trophy semi-finals here on
Monday.

Opting to bowl, Uttar Pra-
desh were in for a shocker as the
Maharashtra skipper went ham-
mer and tongs at the Motera B
ground during his knock of 220
that came off 159 balls, pro-
pelling Maharashtra to 330 for
five. In reply, wicketkeeper-bat-
ter Aryan Juyal led UP's charge
with a 143-ball 159 but it was not
enough as they folded for 272 in
47.4 overs.

Rajvardhan Hangargekar
picked up a maiden five-wicket
haul (5/53) and was the wreck-
er-in-chief for Maharashtra.

The penultimate over of
Maharashtra's innings was the
most eventful one as Gaikwad
unleashed his fury against hap-
less UP left-arm spinner Shiva
Singh, smashing him for seven
sixes in a row thanks to a no ball
while creating a List A record.

He also became the only bat-
ter in limited overs cricket to
score 43 runs in a single over.

In the last-four clash on
Wednesday, Maharashtra will
face Assam who eliminated
Jammu and Kashmir in anoth-
er quarterfinal here.

Earlier, Brett Hampton and
Joe Carter of Northern Districts
jointly hit 43 runs against Willem
Ludick in their match against
Central Districts in a Ford
Trophy game in 2018.

It was a one-man show by
the Maharashtra opener as he
held their innings together even
as wickets kept falling at the other
end.

The first ball of the 49th over

was a low full-toss and Gaikwad
smoked it over deep midwicket
for the first six. The second one
was hit straight down the
ground, while he cleared deep
square leg for his third maxi-
mum. The fourth delivery was
tonked over long-off, the fifth, a
no ball, was played almost in the
same direction, and the batter
took full advantage of the free hit
by hammering it over long-on
and reach his double century.

The seventh and final ball
was smashed over deep mid-
wicket, as the UP spinner
returned with expensive figures
of 0/88 from nine overs.

Overall, Gaikwad hit 16
sixes and 10 fours and did the
bulk of the scoring as the rest of
his teammates managed only 96
runs from 142 deliveries. In
reply, wicketkeeper-batter Aryan
Juyal led UP's charge with a 143-
ball 159 but it was not enough as
they folded for 272 in 47.4 overs.

Rajvardhan Hangargekar
picked up a maiden five-wicket
haul (5/53) and was the wreck-
er-in-chief for Maharashtra.
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Riyan Parag smashed a

superb 116-ball 174 to help
Assam chase down a mammoth
target of 351 in 46.1 overs against
Jammu & Kashmir.

Parag struck 12 sixes and a
dozen fours as Assam won the
match by seven wickets.

Replying to J&K's 350 that
was built on tons by Henan Nazir
124 (113 balls, 5 fours, 5 sixes)
and Shubham Khajuria 120 (84
balls, 8 fours, 8 sixes), Assam
slipped to 45 for two before Parag
and Rishav Das (114 off 118
balls) got into the act. The 21-
year old Parag was in a belliger-
ent mood and waded into the
rival bowling while hitting . He
kept finding the ropes and did
not hesitate to go over the field.

The right-handed batter's
huge 277-run partnership with
Das left the J&K bowlers, who
had been impressive through the
tournament, clueless.

It was Parag's third century
in the ongoing Hazare Trophy
and made a daunting task look
easy for Assam.
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Young pacer Vidwath
Kaverappa showed a lot of

promise and bagged a career-
best 4/40 as Karnataka defeat-
ed Punjab by four wickets in
a thrilling finish to enter the
Vijay Hazare Trophy semi-
finals here on Monday.

Karnataka will take on
Saurashtra in the semifinals
here on Wednesday.

Young Abhishek Shar-
ma's knock was the backbone
of Punjab innings as he
anchored the show with a
123-ball 109, even as wickets
kept falling around him.

Punjab were eventually
bowled out for a modest 235
in the final delivery, with
Kaverappa being the pick of
Karnataka bowling. Ronie
More took 2/48.

The chase was not easy

for Karnataka as Punjab
bowlers managed to take the
game to the last over where
Manoj Bhandage (25 not out)
and Krishnappa Gowtham
(six not out) sealed the issue
with four balls to spare.

On a day when Mayank
Agarwal got out for one, his
opening partner Ravikumar
Samarth top-scored for
Karnataka with a resolute
106-ball 71. But Samarth
failed to carry on and per-
ished in the 36th over.

The likes of Shreyas
Gopal (42), Manish Pandey
(35) and Nikin Jose (29) also
got starts but could not finish
the task, leaving it for the
lower-order to pull off a nervy
win.

Sanvir Singh was the pick
of the Punjab bowling and
returned with tidy figures of
10-1-28-2.
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Chirag Jani came up with an
all-round show (52 not out

and 3/52) as Saurashtra defeat-
ed Tamil Nadu by 44 runs to
enter the semifinals of the
Vijay Hazare Trophy here on
Monday.

Put in to bat by the Tamil
Nadu skipper B Indrajith,
Saurashtra made 293 for 8 in
50 overs. Half centuries by
Harvik Desai, Arpit Vasavada
and Chirag Jani powered
Saurashtra.

Tamil Nadu's prolific
opening pair of N Jagadeesan

and B Sai Sudharsan was sep-
arated quite early with Chetan
Sakariya ((1/31) trapping the
former LBW when the batter
had made only 8.

Jagadeesan, who has hit
five centuries on the trot and
made a List A record score of
277 in the league phase, was
expected to play a key role for
Tamil Nadu. His early dis-
missal was a huge setback for
last year's runners-up.

Saurashtra struck three
more crucial blows, removing
Sudharsan (24), B Aparajith
(4) and the experienced
Dinesh Karthik (9) to seize the

advantage.
Captain Baba Indrajith

(53) and Sai Kishore (74)
joined hands at this juncture
and stitched together a 113-
run stand for the fifth wicket
to bring Tamil Nadu back in
the reckoning.

While Indrajith was
watchful, Sai Kishore did not
mind taking the aerial route
and hit three sixes.

Parth Bhut (2/47) did the
trick for Saurashtra by remov-
ing Indrajith when the part-
nership was assuming omi-
nous proportions.

Sai Kishore and R Sanjay

Yadav (21) added 28 runs 
for the sixth wicket. Jani, 
after his heroics with the 
bat at No.7, had Sai Kishore
caught by Samarth Vyas to tilt
the balance in his team's
favour.

Though R Sonu Yadav
(29, 21 balls, 1 four, 2 sixes)
went after the bowling, he
lacked support at the other end
as the team was bowled out for
249 in 48 overs.

Dharmendrasinh Jadeja
(2/48) and Parth Bhut (2/47)
picked up two wickets each
while Jani finished with a
three-wicket haul.
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In a startling revelation, pace
legend Wasim Akram has

accused his former Pakistan
teammate Saleem Malik of treat-
ing him like a servant in the early
part of his career.

Akram, who made his inter-
national debut in 1984, said that
senior teammate Malik made
him give massage and clean his
clothes and boots. Akram made
the revelations in his biography
'Sultan: A Memoir'.

"He would take advantage of
my junior status. He was nega-
tive, selfish and treated me like
a servant. He demanded I mas-
sage him, he ordered me to clean
his clothes and boots," read an
excerpt from the biography,
according to reports in Pakistan
media.

"I was angry when some of

the younger team members in
Ramiz, Tahir, Mohsin, Shoaib
Mohammad invited me to
nightclubs."

Akram played under
Malik's captaincy from 1992 to
1995 and there were reports that
the two players were not on
good terms.

Malik, however, denied the
allegations, saying Akram wrote

all these to promote his book.
"I was trying to call him but

he did not answer. I will ask him
what was the reason for writing
what he did," Malik was quoted
as saying by the Pakistani media.

"If I was narrow minded, I
would not have given him the
chance to bowl. I will ask him
why he wrote such remarks
about me."
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Excited to be part of next
year's IPL after registering his

name for the players auction,
young Australia all-rounder
Cameroon Green said the T20
league has the best environment
that a cricketer needs to hone his
craft.

The 23-year-old youngster
is expected to attract huge inter-
est from the franchises during
the IPL players auction, sched-
uled to be held in Kochi on
December 23. "I have registered
for it. It will be an exciting
opportunity. Speaking to a lot of
guys, especially in the WA
(Western Australia) setup about
their experiences in the IPL, they
speak so highly of it," Green was
quoted as saying by
cricket.Com.Au.

"They speak about the qual-
ity coaches that you're around,
the quality players that you're
around. They're all the best in
the world at their craft.

"It's a craft that I haven't

been exposed to too much. I'm
so open to wanting to learn as
much as I can and that's prob-
ably one of the best environ-
ments to learn in," he added.

Green, however, is focussed
on his Test career and is prepar-
ing for hours with his father,
Gary on bowling machines
ahead of the two-Test series
against the West Indies starting
November 30 in his hometown
Perth.

"I had a few sessions on the
bowling machine basically try-
ing to change my contact point.
In T20 cricket, you're meeting
the ball so far in front of you, so
you get that full swing," he said.

"To try to rein it back and hit
the ball under your eyes (is dif-
ficult). I had a few good sessions
basically just playing the defence
shot and just getting your bal-
ance right and being able to leave
the ball – that felt weird.

"It's a challenge for all guys
that do chop and change (for-
mats). I'm just getting exposed
to it now."
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Australian fast-bowling leg-
end Brett Lee wants India

coach Rahul Dravid and captain
Rohit Sharma to shield rising
left-arm pacer Arshdeep Singh
from an overdose of advise as it
could prove to be "counter-pro-
ductive".

Since making his interna-
tional debut in July this year,
Arshdeep has been one of the
star performers with the ball for
India, cemented his place in the
T20 side, and has played his
maiden ODI in the ongoing
New Zealand tour.

In Jasprit Bumrah's absence,
Arshdeep has grabbed the
opportunity with both hands,
picking up 33 wickets from 23
T20Is. "Very often teams don't
know what to do with these
young and breakout stars. We
have seen it before when young
players get involved and advices
from players, TV, commentators,
at the hotel. Every man means
well but very often, too much
advice can be counter-produc-
tive," Lee said on his YouTube
channel, BRETT LEE TV.

"So, I think Rahul Dravid
and Rohit Sharma have the
responsibility to shield Arshdeep
Singh from this overdose of
advice."

Lee gave Arshdeep a few
inputs to remain injury free.

"As someone who has
played a few matches, I believe
I am pretty qualified to pass him

my thoughts. I have got a cou-
ple of little things that I believe
can help Arshdeep with his
action and take more wicket.

"My first advice to Arshdeep
would be that people often say
that a fast bowler should get to
the gym, and bulk. We hear they
want him to bulk up, be strong.
Now strong can be strong in the
mind. I would say do not over-
gym," he said. "Lightweight,
high repetitions, don't worry
about the beach muscles, if you
want to do that, it won't help you
bowl fast," Lee added.

The former Australian

cricketer also wants Arshdeep to
play domestic cricket, a platform
which will help him fine tune his
skills. "Keep working on your
skills in domestic cricket,
because when there is no big
World Cups, and you're not
playing Test cricket, there aren't
any spectators. This is where you
have to shine," Lee said.

"So this is what I believe
what was the bread and butter
of my career. Going back to first-
class cricket, enjoy the quietness
of the crowd and hone and build
those skills. If you can look after
that, the high-level will follow."
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Rishabh Pant is "messing
up" his chances and should

be given a break from interna-
tional cricket to reinvent his
game, feels former chairman of
selection committee
Krishnamachari Srikkanth.

Pant has looked subdued
in limited overs cricket this
year, scoring just one fifty in
the shortest format way back in
February against the West
Indies, while crossing the 30-
run mark only twice in the 21
innings that he has played in
2022.

In ODIs, the 25-year-old

had two fifties and a hundred
in the nine innings he has
played this year.

"Maybe you can give him
(Pant) a break and tell him
'just wait a bit, come and play
in India', they haven't handled
him well. Are you going to
wait for a couple of matches
before giving him a break or
remove him after one or two
games?" Srikkanth said on his
YouTube channel Cheeky
Cheeka.

"Yes, Rishabh Pant is not
utilising the chances he's get-
ting. I am very disappointed -
ennada Pant-u (what is this
Pant)?," he added.

Pant scored only 17 runs in
the T20I series against New
Zealand, while he was dis-
missed for 15 in the first ODI.

"You are messing up these
chances. If you smash into such
matches, it'll be good right?
The World Cup is coming up.
Already a lot of people are say-
ing that Pant isn't scoring so it'll
add fuel to the fire," Srikkanth,
a former India opener, said.

"He's going to put pressure
on himself. He needs to rein-
vent himself. He has to do
something right - stand and
play for a while and then go for
it... He's throwing his wicket
away all the time."
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